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Mines Regulation Bill.

% N

[ASSEMBLY.] Standing Orders Committce.

WEDNESDAY, 17 Avaeusr, 1910

The DErurYy SPEAXER (V’V’. D, Armstrong,
E;SCli-,kLOCk.?/W) took the chair at half-past 3
o’clock.

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE,
INTERIM REPORT.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER, as chairman of
the Standing Orders Committee, prescnted
to the House an interim report from the
Standing Orders Committee.

Ordered to be printed.

The PREMIER (Hon W, Kidston, Rock-
hampton) gave notice of motion in connection
with the report.

ESTIMATES-IN-CHIEF FOR 1910-11.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER announced the
receipt of a messane from His Excellency the
Governor, transmitsing the FE:iimates of the
Probable Ways and Means and Expenditure
for the year ending 30th June, 1911.

Ordered to be printed and referred to the
Committee of Supply.

INTERIM REPORT OF STANDING
ORDERS COMMITTEE.

Mr. BOWMAN (Fortitude Valley): With
regard to the new Sessional Orders read by
the Premier, there seems to be some hurry
in submitting a portion of the work that has
been referred to the Standing Orders Com-
mittee—the alteration of the whole of the
Standing Orders; and I think it would have
been more seemly had they terminated their
work before submitting their repors, instead
of submitting an interim report such as we
have had submitted to™us to-day. I do not
think the Government have any cause to com-
plain this session as to the discussion that has
taken place on the business of Parliament.
With one or two exceptions, the speeches

- made by members on this side on the Address

in Reply were very limited; and there was
not much discussion on the Bill to provide for
the better representation in this House or on
the Mines Regulation Bill, which passed its
second reading yesterday. I think no com-
plaint can be urged that we have unduly pro-
longed——r

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! There
is no question before the House. The Stand-
ing Orders Committee agreed that an interim
report should be laid before the House; and
the leader of the House has taken the ordi-
nary course in giving notice of motion. When
the moticn in connection with the new Ses-
sional Orders comes before the House, the
fullest opportunity for discussion will be given
to every member of the House.

Mr. BowmMaN: Has no member a right to
object?

The Przmizr: To a notice of motion?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER:' There is no

motion before the. Flouse to which an hon:
member can object. :



Questions.

TREASURER’S FINANCIAL TABLES.

The TREASURER, (Hon. A. G. C. Haw-
thorn, Enoggera) presented the tables relating
to his Financial Statement, and moved that
they be printed.

Question put and passed.

QUESTIONS.

ALLEGED BrUTAL TREATMENT OF STATE
ORPHAN.

Mr. COYNE asked the Home Secretary—

1. Has his attention been drawn to a police
court case at Warwick, and reported in Truth of
the 14th instan$, in which a Mrs. Weston was
convicted and fined for brutally ill-using a State
orphan named Grace Yaxley?

2. In view of the shocking disclosures in that and
other similar cases that have occurred from time to
time, does he propose to reform the system of
boarding-out State orphans with the view of en-
suring better protection for these poor friendless
and homeless waifs at the hands of those with
whom they are placed?

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon.
Appel, Albert) replied—

1. Yes; and immediate action was taken by the
department.

J. G.

2. There is no record of a similar case of assault
by an employer for the last four years. This girl
was not boarded-out, but was in hired service, and
was the first girl Mrs. Weston has had from the
department. There is mc record for many years
of children boarded-out having been assaulted. It
is not proposed to reform the system of boarding-
out State children.

Mr. Coyne: Don’t you think it is better to
give the lawful natural mothers the same
amount of money as the foster-mothers, after
all this has happened?

CoNVEYANCE or COPPER BY TRAIN.

Mr. MAY (Flinders) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

Seeing that copper bhas been conveyed by train
frem Mount Blliott to the coast, why cannot the
same facilities be given to the Labour Victory and

other mines situated between Hampden and Mount
Elliott?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. W. T, Paget, Mackay) replied—

The carriage of all material on unopened railway
lines is necessarily subject to special arrangements,
and instruction has been issued to the resident en-
gineer to carry ore from station at 66 miles 70
“chains if it will not interfere with the construction
of the line.

Nrew Map or STOOK ROUTES.
Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory) asked the Secre-
tary for Public Lands—

When will the new map of stock routes, which has
been in process of compilation for the last two or three
years, be ready for issue ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
{Hon. D. F. Denham, Oxley) replied—

Vithin a fortnight.
19102 &
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ExpeNDITURE BY MINES DEPARTMENT—ROMA
Bore.

Mr. MURPHY (Croydon), for Mr. Lesina,
asked the Secretary for Mines—

What is the total amount expended up to date by
Mines Department in connection with the Roma bore |

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. J.
G. Appel, Adlbers) replied—
£2,500,

ATpiToR-GGENERAL’S REPORT.

Mr. BOWMAN (Fortitude Valley): I desire
to ask the Treasurer, without notice, when we
are likely to get the Auditor- General’s report?
We shall probably discuss the Financial State-
ment next week, and it will be a very great
assistance to hon. members if they can have
the Auditor-General’s report before that dis-
cussion takes place.

The TREASURER replied: I do not know.
The Auditor-General is not in my department,
but I will see if I can expedite the presenta-
tion of his report.

SUPPLY.
OrENING OF COMMITTEE.

The TREASURER.: Mr, Deputy Speaker,—
I move that you do now Ieavg the chair.

Mr. MANN (Cairns): Before you leave the
chair, Sir, I should like to ask the Treasurer
if we shall be able to get the return, asked for
in a motion of which the hon. member for
Flinders has given notice, before the discussion
of the Estimates? The hon, member asks for
a tabulated scale of the increases recently
made in the payment of the lower-paid em-
ployees in the Railway Department, including
those on construction works, together with the
rate of pay previous to the proposed increases.
I should like very much to know what em-
ployees are graumted increases—whether the in-
creases are tc men in the railway service only,
or whether they are to men in all branches of
the service. There are, in the employ of the
Harbours and Rivers Department, boatmen
who receive very low wages, and I should like
to know if they are to get increases. There
are in the Cairns Railway Yard some workers
who have been in the employ of the depart-
ment for nearly two years, and they are get-
ting only 7s. 6d. a day. I should like to know
if they are fo receive increases, and if the
men whose wages are increased will get back
pay on the increased scale.

The TREASURER: The matter to which
the hon. member refers is the subject of &
motion of which the hon. member for Flinders
has given notice, and until that motion is dis-
cussed I cannot say whether the House will
decide that the information asked for should
be given; so that I cannot say whether the
return will be furnished before the considera-
tion of the Estimates.

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT,
(Mr. K. M. Grant in the chair.)
The TREASURER said: Mr. Grant,—I

have again the pleasure of submitting to the
Committee my annual review of the financial

Hon. 4. G. C. Hawthorn.}
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position of the State, and it affords me con-
siderable satisfaction to be able to say tnab
the anticipations made in the last Statement
baye been more than realised. Good seasons
continue to afford to Queensland that material
prosperity which las marked its progress
during the last few years, and the prospects
of the $State have never looked betber.
Revenue has increased in a most se tisfactory
manner, and expenditure seems to have been
allowed to keep pace wiih the great increase
in revenue; but, as I will show later on, this
increase of expenditure is more apparent than
real. It is considered that two things are
absolutely essential to the progress of the
State—one is extension of railway faciities,
and the other is immigration combined with
land settlement; and money devoted to open-
ing up the country, and in giving every
facility to practical settlers to occupy it, is
money well spent.

LasT YEAR'S ESTIMATES AND RESTLTS.

Esti-
- mated. | Actual -
£ £
Revenue 4,837,817 | 5,119,253 | Over the
estimate, £281,436
Expenditure | 4,834,041 | 5,113,578 | Over the
estimate, £279,537
Surplus ... 3,776 5,675
Hon. members will see that the total

increase of revenue over the estimate was
£281,436, while the expenditure exceeded the
estimate by £279,557, and that the year
wound up with a surplus of £5,675, which has
been handed to the trustees of the public debt
reduction fund, who will, I anticipate, follow
their usual practice and purchase a debeuture,
the proceeds of which will be placed to the
credit of the loan account, the surplus thus
becoming available for public works.

[ASSEMBILY.]
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The following table shows the estimated and
actual revenue for 1909-10:—

Head of Bsti- De-

Revenue. wmated. | ACtual. |Increase. crease

. £ & £ £
Commonwealth 949,117 | 1,071,261 | 122144 | ..,
Taxation 537,000 | 584,997 | 27,997
Land 663,000 | 722105 | 59,105 | ...
Mining .., 37,400 34,295 3,105
Railways .. 12,250,000 | 2,318,623 | 68,623 | ...
Miscellaneous ... | 381,300 | 387,972 6,672

Totals 4,837,817 | 5,119,253 | 284,541 | 3,105

From this it will be seen that all the items.
except * Mining” have exceeded the estimate.
Land revenue has this year shown a notable
increase, while railways have again largely
improved their revenue, and the Common-
wealih has also shown a considerable advance.
The Commor wealth 1evenue was actually
larger than the receipts show, as a sum of
£25,385 was kept back from last year’s pay-
ment by the Federal Treasury. This balance
was paid to the State late last week. The
Cairns, Cooktown, and Normanton lines of
railway show decresses, and in the case of
Cairns the falling off was considerable. The
actual figures will be seen on reference to-
Budget Table A.

It may be of interest to hon. members to
compare our revenue now and in 1860-—a.
period of fifty years. The population then was
28,066, and’ ravenue £178,589. as compared
with last year’s population 578,548 and revenue
£5,119,253, showing the wonderful progress.
made in the interval.

The details of the year’s expenditure com-
pared with the appropriations are as fol-
lows :— -

Apypropriation Expeunded, e
— for 1909-10. 1509-10. Saving. Excess.
£ £ £ £ )
Schedules 102,102 1{)%,8344 78
Interest on public debt ... 1,634,789 1,635.270 481
Executive and Legisiative 18,1 8 16,023 125
Chief Seeretary ... 147.805 169.()32 21,237
Home Secretary 523,731 571.650 47,919
Public Works 198,921 215,343 16,422
Justice et 74.224 78,605 4,381
Treasurer .. 163,738 240,252 . 76,514
Public Lands 198,636 209,136 10,500
Agriculture and Stock 51‘076 49,856 1,220
Public Instruction 375,796 871,808 3,990
Mines 49,307 41,656 7,651
Railways 1,297,768 1,412,105 114,337
Total 4,834,041 5,113,578 12,986 292,523
\, —~ 7 — J
Net excess ... 279,537 279,537

The expenditure thus shows an increase of
£279,537 over the estimate, which at first
glance may seem to indicate great lack of con-
trol at the Treasury—(hear, hear!)—but, as a
matter of fact, the expenditure of each depart-
ment was closely scrutinised month by month
throughout the year. We had constantly before
our minds the probability of a decrease in our
revenue from the Commonwealth of from
£300,000 to £400,000, and, in anticipation of
that, extreme care was necessary lest so large

[Hon. A. G. C. Howthorn.

a decrease in our revenue should dislocate our
finances. The ordinary expenditure was kept
down close to the estimate. so that at the end
of the year we had the full advantage of the
large increase of revenue, allowing us o
make a number c¢f prepayments and adjust-
ments which will greatly strengthen our
financial position this year, and enable us to
face the enormous reduction in the revenue
from the Commonwealth without resorting te
fresh taxation.
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. In the first place, we succeeded in getting
in a large number of accounts, amounting in
the aggregate to £146,000, which ordinarily
would not have been charged until July. Then
the £50,000 voted by Parliament last year to-
wards the cost of the University and technical
college buildings, together with an additional
sum of £20,000 for the same purpose, was
placed to credit of a trust accouni. This pro-
vision will relieve the revenue this year and
next by a corresponding amount, and further
we have paid into loan account a sum of
£55,261, being one-half of the depreciation on
the recent £2,000,000 loan; and if we are for-
tunately able to continue this policy an_d pay
off the remaining molety of the depreciation,
the loan will then stand in our books at par,
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centum. We also took the opportunity to
adjust certain overdrawn trust accounts, and
to relieve loan account of the cost of & num-
ber of wooden school buildings originally
charged to that fund. These items amounted
to £28,000. These adjustments, together with
the additional £20,008 provided for the Univer-
sity, have been charged to unforeseen expen-
diture, and will come before hon. members in
due course in the Supplementary Estimates.

It will be seen that the items which I may
term exiraordinary and non-recurring expen-
diture amount to £249,000; it is thus evident
that the ordinary expenditure for the year
only exceeded the estimate by about £30,000,
which on a total expenditure for the year of
over £5,000,000, may be claimed to be fairly

carrying a net interest charge of 35 per  careful financing.
Loax Funp.
The loan transactions during the year were as follows :—
Cash at Oall or Extended ;
Short Notice. Deposits. Total Credis.
£ £ . £
Cash balance at credit, 1st July, 1909 . 1,469,657 938,973 2,408,630
Surplus 1908-9 used iu purchase of loan debentures subsequently )
déstroyed . 9,940
Part proceeds of £2,000,000 loan . . 534,477
Repayments by local aushorities, sugar-mills, raillways, etc., etc. 161.717
Receipts under the Land 8ales Proceeds Act of 1802 23,485
Depreciation and charges on 1908 loan 55,261
Depreciation on debeuntures under 18)2 loan 440
Repayments of extended deposits by banks 347,101 347,101
12,602,078 591,872
EXPENDITURE— £
Buildings ... . 18,268
‘Water supply ... . 1,679
Tiogus to local bodies .. .. 185,431
Loans under Mining. Machinery Advances Act ... 1,491
‘Wire netting, Rabbit Boards Aet ... .. 16,570
Railways ... . 1,262,776
e e 1,486,215
Cash balance at-eredit, 30¥% June, 1910 £1,115,863 £691,872 £1,707,735

It bhas nct been necessary to obtain ény
further advances under the power given by
the last Loan Act, nor is it likely that the
requirements for the coming year will neces-
sitate any resort to the money market. There
has been a large expenditure of ioan money
during the year, but, as hon. members doubt-
less realise, it is impossible to carry on an
active policy of railway construction without
dipping deeply into the loan account. When
it is remembered that the railways are the
main highways of a country. practically devoid
of large navigable rivers, and that they pro-
vide little short of one-half of Queensland’s
revenue as a State, the importance of develop-
ment in this direction will be manifest.

Full particulars of the loan fund can be
seen by reference to Budget Tables B to 4.

TrusT FUNDS.

The expenditure from the various trust
funds during the year amounted to £457,636,
the principal items being advances and ex-
penses under the Agricultural Bank Act,
£54,800; for purchase of cane and working
expenses of the Government central sugar-
mills, £104,900; interest and other charges
under the Closer Settlement Acts, £50,700; on
harbour improvement, £103,800; and from the
public estate improvement fund, £33,900. The
receipts under the trust funds during the year

totalled £561,433. TFull details: are furnished
D6

in Budget Tables D to D

The transactions of the Government Savings
Bank for the year totalled: £5,819,129. The
following return shows the progress-of this
popular and useful insbitution- since 1902-3.
This is a very useful table, and: will be very
interesting to hon. members :—

Excess of | Bxcess of
With- Deposits | Number Total
Year. drawals over o Amount
over With- [Depositors.! t6 Credit.
Deposits. | diawals,
£ £ £
1602-3 462,250 80,043 1. 3772,686
19084 131,005 " 80,959 3,741.967
1904-5 30,140 84,165 3,875,197
1905-6 162,099 83,026 4,142,791
1906-7 286,329 92,912 4,643,104
1907-8 252,901 100,324 4,921,881
1908-9 103,693 106,827 5,158,219
1903-10 323,603 114,720 5,622,986

From this it will be observed that the im-
provement drawn attention to last year still
continues. The satisfactory condition of the
Bavings Bank is highly gratifying, as it is
such a reliable manifestation of the great pros-
perity of the people of the State.

Hon. 4. G. C. Hawthorn.]
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Warer CONSERVATION.

Since the delivery of the last Financial State-
ment we have had a visit from Dr. Elwood
Mead, the chairman of the State Rivers and
Water Supply Commission of Victoria, who
is recognised as one of the foremost authori-
ties on this important matter; and he has fur-
nished a report which has been printed and
tabled in this House. This report has laid
down the lines on which the water problem
should be dealt with, and a Bill will shortly
be presented to the House embodying many
of his recommendations. together with pro-
visions that have been shown by local experi-
ence to be necessary in order to deal effec-
tively with the subject, which is recognised as
one of far-reaching importance to the State,
and more particularly to those portions where
the rainfall is limited. The ‘staff of the
Hydraulic Engineer’s Department has already
been considerably increased, and opportunity
will be taken to put the department on a
footing to cope most expeditiously with the
increased requirements, and for this pur-
pose the House will be asked to grant an
increased amount on this year’s Hstimates.
It may be mentioned that there is at present
great difficulty in obtaining in Australia pro-
fessional men suitable for the work, owing to
the general demand {or their services here and
elsewhere. , -

COMMONWEALTH AND STATES.

Hoen, members will recollect that in view of
the expiration of the Braddon clause in the
Federal Constitution several conferences were
held by the State Premiers and Treasurers,
and that as a result of the last conference.
held in August, 1909, in Melbourne, an agree-
ment was arrived at providing for a permanent
settlement of the financial relations between
the Commonwealth and the States. It was
agreed that the States should receive monthly
from the Commonwealth a sum calculated at
the rate of £1 5s. per head of population per
annum, and also that the States should permit
the Commonwealth to withhold a sum not
exceeding £600,000 to provide for the actual
shortage in the revenue for last year. In
return for these financial proposals the Com-
monwealth Government agreed to bring
before their Parliament the necessary legis-
lation to enable the agreement to be submitted
to the electors with a view to gefting an
alteration of the Constitution made to embody
the terms of the agreement therein in lieu of
the Braddon clause. The Federal Govern:
ment submitted legislation accordingly, and
passed it throngh both Houses, and a referen-
dum was taken at the then ensuing Federal
election. The agreement was, however, not
ratified by the necessary majorities through-
out Australia, although I am pleased to say
the electors of Queensland by a large
majority endorsed the agreement. (Opposition
laughter.)

The States will now be faced with a very.

large reduction of their income without the
compensating advantage of the term of exten-
sion being embodied in the Constitution. The
Commonwealth Government have, in addition,
reduced the payment of the three-fourths due
to- the States under the Constitution to 3lst
December next, by a sum of £450,000, being
the amount of the deficiency in the Common-
wealth revenue as at 30th June, 1910. This

[Hon. A. G. C. Haowthorn.
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deﬁcienqy is to.be charged to the States on a
per capita, basis. The Federal Government
have also introduced a Bill to provide for an
Australian note issue—{hear, hear !)—and this
will have the effect of rendering our Treasury
note issue valueless, and the result will be to
cause Queensland to lose about £25,000 per
annum. I am glad there is no “Hear, heay 1
there. In addition to this we shall have %o
redeem, within six months after the passing of
the Act, the whole amount of the Treasury
notes issued, which amount to abouk
£1,600,000. Fortunately our position is such
that we shall be able to do this without undue
pressure on our resources, and arrangements
will be made whereby from the date of the
passing of the Act gold will be available at
the Treasury for the redemption of every note
Queensland has issued.
Howouranre MEeMBERS : Hear, hear!

IMMIGRATION.

The TREASURER: There has been g
steady flow of desirable immigrants into the
Btate, during 1909 the number arriving from
oversea being 6,839, who have been absorbed
without any difficulty. (Opposition dissent.)
There was remitted through the Agent-
General’s Office for these persons a sum of
£32,713. In addition to the arrivals from
oversea, a large number of persons have
arrived from the Southern States and New
Zealand, who have decided to make their
homes in Queensland, and have accordingly
purchased or selected areas of land for that
putpose, and in many instances have brought
witn them considerable sums of money.

RAILWAYS.

The revenue for the past year increased on
the former year by £207,915 and there is
every prospect of a considerable advance on
that amount during the present year. The
bountiful rains which have lately fallen all
over the State practically assure a successful
sugar season, and as there was a considerable
falling off in this traffic during the previous
year, the anticipated increase will. no doubt,
have a beneficial effect on the railway revenue.
The cattle and sheep in the State on. 3lst
December last show a considerable addition to
the numbers recorded for the previous year,
and the revenue {rom both live stock and wool
traffic is, therefore, also expected to yield a
large advance on the revenue received from .
this source during the year 1909-10.

The Boyne Valley Branch to Many Peaks
(53 miles) was opened on the 25th ultimo, and
the traffic from that place to Mount Morgan
alone is estimated to bring in a revenue of
about £30,000. The extension of the Cler-
mont Branch, opened to Blair Athol (11 miles)
on 25th April last, is expected to produce a
heavy traffic in coal to Mount Morgan and
Rockhampton. An extension of the line,
Goondiwindi to Talwood (54 miles), was
opened for iraffic on 4th May last. The line
from Cloncurry to Mount Elliott (72 miles)
was opened for traffic to Friezland (54 miles)
on 11th June last, and will probably be com-
pleted by the end of this month. The exten-
sion, Kannangur to Blackbutt (28 miles), will,
it is anticipated, be opened to Linville (15
miles) about October next. The branch from
Tolga to Johnstone River (19 miles) was
opensd to Yungaburra (10 miles) on 15th
March last, and will probably be completed
befors the close of this month.

Mr, Manx: Just about time.
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The TREASURER: The extension from
Atherton to Evelyn (81 miles) will, it is ex-
pected, be opened for traffic early next year.

Other lines under consbruction are :—
Miles.

Kingsthorpe towards Main Range 21

Dalby to Tara . 52
Talwood to Bullamon .. 39
Pittsworth to Millmerran ... .27
Warwick to Maryvale .. 19
Laidley Creek Branch 7
Port Alma Branch ... 17

(OrrosiTion Hear, hears! and laughter.)

Kingaroy to Nanango
McGregor and Cattle
Branches Extensions

.. 18
Creeks

It is interesting to note the great advance
that has been made in railway consbruction of
late years in «Queensland, there being now
8,727 miles actually completed and 293 miles
under construction, which makes Queensland
the possessor of the greatest mileage of any
State in  Australia—-(hear, hear)}—and puts
this State in the position of holding the world’s
record for mileage of railways in proportion
to the population.

Honovrasie Mewsars: Hear hear!

The TREASURER: Parliament has also
authorised the construction of a further 147
miles of lines, and work on these will be
commenced shortly. (Hear, hear!)

LawD SETTLEMENT,

The prospects of land settlement for the
ensuing year are very bright. If the rate of
new selection recedes it will not be likely to
be from decreased demand, but from diminu-
tion of supply within reasonably accessible dis-
tance from the meauns of communication. Duzr-
ing the past year the growing demand has
been met so satisfactorily that the area selected
aggregated nearly 6,000,000 acres, and ex-
ceeded by 1,000,000 acres the high record of
the preceding financial year. (Hear, hear!)
This increase has been well distributed over
the various sorts of selection tenure. Prickly-
pear lands were selected to the extent of
260,000 acres above the previous year’s total,
and other forms of tenure convertible to free-
hold-—agricultural farms, etc.—to an increased
extent of 127,000 acres, while grazing selec-
tions show an excess of 636,000 acres.

" My, LaNNoN: Any perpetual leases?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: One ors

two.

The TREASURER: Under the Closer
Settlement Act another section of the Jim-
bour Hstate was taken over by the Govern-
ment, the area being 40,358% acres, and the
purchase money paid being £141,237 16s. 8d.
The total area of this estate that has come
into the hands of the Government is 80,7075
acres, and the area selected is 39,678 acres.
The total area repurchased under the Agri-
cultural Lands Purchase Acts and the Closer
Settlement Act to the end of the past finan-
cial year is 497,095 acres, for which a total
price of £1,349,250 19s. 10d. has been paid.

* The area disposed of by the Government
amounts to 430,266 acres, at prices aggre-
gating £1,327,526 5s. 2d. The instalments
of purchase money have been well paid up
by the seftlers. (Flear, hear!) The arrears
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amount to £13,503, of which £11,106 is
owing by settlers on the Gowrie HEstate.
The unfortunate experiences of the Gowrie
settlers in regard to weather conditions,
which were the cause of the arrears, were
referred to last year. There is good reason
to believe that the arrears will be met
shortly.

MiNing.

In the abounding prosperity generally
manifest, mining alone of the greater indus-
tries does not participate, and Queensland,
in common with every State of the Common-
wealth, shows declining production. In the
older goldfields the rich, easily won and
casily treated deposits are hecoming ex-
hausted, and the extraction of the ores of
the deeper ground is becoming more diffi-
cult and costly. No doubt the constant ad-
vance in mining practice and in metal-
lurgical prooesses largely compensates for
the fall in grade, and helps to make avail-
able much that would formerly have been
rejected; bubt success can only be attained
by a comparatively large expenditure, and,
in this State at any rate, the flow of capital
has latterly been directed towards industries
that have been stimulated by, and are
largely dependent on, a succession of remark-
ably favourable seasons. Our mineral fields
are confronted by the low price of most of
the industrial metals, and expansion has been
retarded by the prohibitive cost of transport.
(Hear, hear!) It is in the direction of rail-
way extension that relief for this branch of
the industry must be sought, and during the
current year substantial results may, with
some confidence, be expected to follow the
completion of the Etheridge, the Hampden-
Mount Elliott, and the Boyne Valley lines.

Coalmining alone shows distinet improve-
ment. New mines are being opened, and
with an iflereasing output prices are well
maintained. Expansion, if slow, is solid,
and the advance in the equipment of our
leading mines is evidence of confidence in
the soundness of the trade.

PASTORAL.

The last year has been one of prosperity
and progress in the pastoral industry that
has not been equalled during the last decade.
The values for stock have been profitable.
and for wool satisfactory, and the pressure
of the increase of stock, owing to the good
seasons, has induced the opening of meab
factories that have long been idle. There
are now seventeen meat factories in full
operation in different parts of the State, the
oufput of which for 1910 will be much
higher than that for 1909, when it was
valued at £1,778,709.

Compared with 1900, horses have increased
21.6 per cent.; ocattle, 15.5 per cent.; sheep,
89.5 per cent.; and swine, 2.1 per cent.;
the numbers for 1909 being-—horses, 555,613;
cattle, 4,711,782; sheep, 19,593,791; swine,
124,808. The percentage additions are in-

‘dicative of the recuperative powers of the

soil and climate, when it is remembered that
the drought of 1902 is included in the period
under comparison. (Hear, hear!)

The clip of wool was very satisfactory, and
it is estimated that over 18,500,000 sheep
were shorn for the return of 101,662,608 lb.
of greasy and scoured wool, the average

Hon. 4. Q. C. Hawthorn.]
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price for which was 94d. per lb. for the
former and 174d. for the latter. (Hear,
hear )

In the latter half of 1909 the price of
sheep fell,: bub ‘the -continued high price of
wool, and good seasons, created a demand
sufficient to absorb the surplus stock, and
now prices are very firm and remunerative.

The stock-breeding industry is in practi-
cally the same position as i was twelve
months ago, so far as prices are concerned.
There is a very strong demand for good
draught horses, and animals of this descrip-
tion bring very high prices.

The pastoral products exported represented
57.13 per cent. of the whole exports of the
State, but this percentage is not to be ac-
cepted as the average, owing to the declen-
sion of the sugar output last year. The
total value of the pastoral exports amounted
to £8976,508, of which wool represented
£4,809,496, but this value represents only
about half of the total wool exported as the
produce of Queensland. Notwithstanding
the establishment of wool sales in Brisbane,
nearly 50 per cent. of the output is sent by
way of the Southern States, to the profit of
g}éetmerchants there instead of those in this

ate.

The export trade in horses rema'ns aboub
the same as in former years, 12,756 having
been exported, of the value of £159,193, the
greater number going to India either directly
or through the Southern States.

Fyrther experiments have been marde in
the export of chilled meat, and though this
method has not been installed in more than
one line of steamers, it is expected the trade
will expand when difficulties have been
overcome. (Hear, hear!)

AGRICULTURE.

As in the case of the pastoral industry,
the year has been a profitable one, and
there has been a general increase of 87,975
acres under cultivation, the area for 1909
being 788,447 acres, which produced. crops
valued at £3,485,416, and required machinery
for its working to the value of £1,026,918,
and of which the exports amounted to
;82,264,274, an_item that would have been
much increased but for the shortage in the
sugar crop, due to the low average weight
of cane obtained from the area. The defi-
clency in raw suger amounted to 16,514 tons
compared with the preceding year, and if
this be calculated at the low rate of £10 a
ton, the industry lost for that year £165,140,
which went to foreign countries. The bonus
earned in handling the crop was £362,990,
a5 against £435,282 in 1908. )

This industry bas not made the progress
that might have been expected from an
industry that offers such good returns, es-
pecially to the small proprietor, bub it is
anticipated that when the uncertainty at
present prevailing as to the action of the
Commonwealth Government is relieved,  a

larger area will at once be put under crop..

The estimated output for the present year
1s 186,000 tons.

At one time it was feared that the wheat
crop would be a partial failure, but with
a change of conditions the crop of 1,571,589
bushels exceeded any year in the last decade
oxcepting 1901, 1503, and 1904, The State
has not yet supplied the local demand for
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this grain, and it is still necessary to import
more foodstuffs than we produce. It is
difficult to understand why the production
of wheat is not more largely engaged in,
seeing that Queensland is so rich in agricul-
tural land. The area under crop, however,
advanced by 36,262 acres over the preceding
year——/hear, hear{)—and with the influx of
farmers from the South with experience and
a leaniag towards cereal cultivation, the
margin between supply and demand will,
it is anticipated, decrease year by year.

The position held for years by the sugar
industry as the leading agricultural industry
of the State 1s rapidly being approached by
the dairying industry, the output of which
for last year exceeded £1,500,000 sterling in
value, a sum that for the present year will
be much increased. The butter produced
in 1909 was 24,502,711 1lb., but in addition
to this the cheese industry is becoming an
important factor, and the initiation of an
export trade has met with a falr measure
of success, which promises to increase. New
factories are being established in various
districts, and there is every indication of a
greater vitality in this industry than in other

branches of agriculture. The ocapital em-
ployed in butter factories amounts to
£135,901, and there are 11,529 males and

11,419 females occupied in the different
branches of dairying, as against 33,459 per-

- sons engaged in general agriculture.

The fruit trade with the Southern States,
imports and exports, still continues o ex-
pand, and the peculiar advantages accruing
to this State from its earlier seasons and
the consequent opportunity of placing fruit
on the markets before prices fall, is bringing
to Queensland a reputation that is an in-
ducement to adding to our fruitgrowing
areas. The difficulties with regard fo the
banana trade existing last year have been
temporarily overcome, though not by the
means sought by those who desired relief.
The recent hurricane in Fiji, which is our
great competitor, has prevented the growth
of the trade between the Southern States
and that country, but the protection desired
v the growers here, of whom the Europeans
exceed the Asiatics, is necessary to bring the
industry to the values obtaining before fede-
ration.

The prospects for the coming season are at
present particularly bright.  The climatic
conditions are all that could be des. ed, and
it is anticipated that with the addiilons to
the rural population that are now eutering
Queensland, the agricultural and pastoral
statistics will, at the end of this year, show
a considerable increase to our wealth.

Trape AND COMMERCE.

Apart from mining it may be sa’d that all
cur primary industries and every branch
of trade and commerce are in a most flour-
ishing position, and I think I am justfied in
saying that never before have the prospects
of the State seemed so good. (Hear, hear!)
The vast resources of Queensland still con-
tinue to atiract attention, and a large
amount of capital from other States and
elsewhere isheing invested here. Asevidence
of the soundness of the present position I
may mention that the banking returns show
that banks’ clients are in a much easier
position now than for many years past.

Mr. BowMan: And yet there’s & Labour
Government in power.

’



Financial

The Se¢rETARY FOR PusLic Laxps: Not in
Queensland,

The TREASURER: The following sum-
mary is most eloquent in this respect:—
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Mr. MurrHY: What was the expenditure
from loan per capita last year?

The TREASURER: From these figures it
will be seen that whereas for the five-year

! i 1 i
Quin- ‘ Deposits 'Loans, &c., period ending 1889 the public owed the banks
quenniam | Average | Average per | per on an average over £5,000,000 sterling, the
Bnded. | Deposits. [Loans, &e.| i, | Capita. position is so improved that the reverse now
j : obtains, and deposits exceed loans by nearly
i £1,000,000 sterling—an advantage in_ favour
£ 1 £ £ s A £ s d. of the public of about £6,000,000, which is a
-31-12-1889... | 8,890,323 2144,227,835 24 6 10 | 3819 2 further criterion of the great progress made
3112-1899... [11,710,636 |13.025.500| 24 3 & 2813 5 DY the Btate during the intervening years.
81-12-1909... |15,135,455 14,200,539 | 27 11 1 2517 1 Statistics relating chiefly to our productive
powers during recent years are as follows:—
J— 1805, 1908, 1907, 1908. 1909.
Railway earnings ... £ 1,483,535 1,663,336 1,949,240 1,985,048 2,218,194
‘Tonnage of shipping inwards tons 1,067,741 1,309,934 1,346.635 1,601,107 1,640,344
Tonnage of shlppmv outb~
wards . tons 1,062,666 1,312,001 1,402,331 1,663,011 1,628,413
Quantity of sugar produced tons #* 152,722 * 184,377 * 188,307 * 151,008 * 134,584
Value of raw sugar produced £ 1,660,048 1,088,278 2,075,689 1,510,472 1,461,033
Quantity of butter produced 1b. 21,319,976 22,746,603 22,782,158 23,838,357 24,592,711
Value of butter produced ... £ 786,744 909,864 949,548 1,067,760 994,060
Quantity of wool produced 1b. | 53,072,727 + 66,938,101 99,461.711 110.545,577 129,668,298
Value of wool exported ... £ 2,649,751 8,388,929 4,133,130 4,139,758 4,811,297
Value of ruinerals £ 3,728,275 4,198,647 4,132,183 3,844,487 3,656,564
Exports £ 11,939,594 12,754,289 14,684,019 14,194,977 14,844,140
Tmports £ 6,699,345 8,311,466 9,429,691 9,471,166 10,187,720
Number of cattle 2,963,695 3,413,919 3,892,232 4,321,600 4,711,782
Number of shep 12,535,231 14,886,438 16,738,047 18,348,851 19,593,791
Savings Bank deposits £ 1,743,877 1,974,755 2,879,091 2,489,839 2,776,677
Savings Bank withdrawals £ 1,615,106 1,774,631 1,987,968 4,394,353 2,580,683
Area of land selected under
the Land Act, 1897 acres 2,273,094 3,190,257 4,711,812 4,902,314 6,079,608
Excess of departures over
arrivaly (regorded) . white
Exeess of arrivdls over depfu-
tures (recorded) . white 1,222 2,610 7,659 13,276 110,099

% 94 per cent. net titre.
I Total excess of arrivals.

+ Wool exported.

Pigures relating to arrivals and departures of coloured aliens not now

supplied by Commonwealth authorities.

HARBOUR IMPROVEMENTS.

The Harbours and Rivers Department have
Ybeen busily eriployed during the year, and
in. connection” with improvements, mainten-
ance, and. other expenses a sum of about
£103,000 has been expended.

Briseane RIVER.

Good . progress has been made with the
dredging of the new bar cutting, 400 feet wide
to 24 feet below low water, although the work
was. hampered. somewhat by the necessity of
withdrawing one  of the ladder dredges for
some eight months to carry out urgent work
in the Bulimba and South Brisbane Reaches.

Necessary work was also done on the inner
bar cutting, near Luggage Point, and a small
amount of maintenance dredging in the pre-
sent, outer bar.

The drilling and blasting of the additional
100-feet section of the Liytton rocks has been
completed, and the material will be lifted as
soon after as a dredge is available, when this

cutting will also have a depth of 24 feet for a
width of 400 feet, and further general work
has been carried out in the river.

The small clam dredge was employed for
some four months in the Boat Channel.

The work of protecting the river banks was
suspended in October, 1909, by which time
some 3,320 lineal feet had been added to pre-
vious amount, making a gross total of 29,000
lineal feet of river bank protected with stone.

During the year, eighty-one vessels, exclud-
ing launches, were docked.

NortHERN Ports.

At Bowen the ““Platypus” has been em-
ployed in deepening the entrance channel and
basin from 16 feet to 18 feet at low water.

Mourilyan Harbour. ~—The combmed drilling
and grab dredge ‘Mourilyan,” specially
designed for work at the entrance channel,
will be despatched North during this week, to

Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn.] «
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proceed with the necessary work to. obtain a
depth of 18 feet at low water for a width of
180 feet. . :

“Thursday Island.—A considerable amount of
work has been done here recently in connec-
tion with the restoration of the eastern end
of the jetty head, in which several iron piles
had been broken and the superstructure
damaged.

HARBOUR BOARDS.

The harbour boards at Bundaberg, Rock-
hampton, Mackay, Townsville, and Cairns
have all carried out considerable improvements
in their respective harbours.

SHIPPING.

That the efforts made by the Government
to improve the waterways to our various
ports, to give vessels greafer facilities for ar-
riving thereat without loss of time, ave greatly
appreciated, is evidenced by the fact that
every year the class of oversea vessels visiting
the State is increasing in size, and, instancing
this port alone, the oversea tonnage which
arrived here for the twelve months ended 30th
June was 1,898,676 tons, showing an increase
of 141,531 tons over the previous twelve
months. In fact, the largest passenger and
cargo vessels visiting Australia now malke
Brisbane a port of call, as an instance of
which the White Star liner ““ Georgic,” said
to be the longest ship that has yet crossed the
line, ascended the river, berthed at Bulimba,
and afterwards departed to sea without any
inconvenience. (Hear, hear!)

Several mnew shipping companies have
recently ventured as far as Brisbane in search
of cargoes, and it is guite possible that within
twelve months more lines will extend their
vessels to this State.

The Railway Wharf at Pinkenba has been
extended an additional 400 feet, and several
more wharves have been erected or are in
course of erection; but it will still be neces-
sary to augment the wharfage accommodation
to keep pace with the improvements of the
ort and the rapid development of shipping.
%)Hear, hear!)

Esrivares, 1910-11.

I now present my estimate of revenue for
the year 1910-11—

Amount from Commonwealth £685,057
OrpostrioN laughter and Hear, hears!

The TREASURER: I am very sorry o hear
that “ Hear, hear!”

Mr. Lenvon: You knew it
The TREASURER:

Taxation—

£

Income tax ... 820,000

Stamp duty ... 211,500

Licenses . ... 62,800

Totalisator tax 14,000
607,500
Land revenue 765,000
Mining receipts 34,400
Railways . 2,550,000
Other receipts 404,250
Total ... 55,046,207

This estimate represents a decrease of

£73,046 on the revenue received last year.
The amount to be received from the Uom-
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monwealth shows a decrease of £386,204 from
last year’s actual receipts, being on the basis
of £1 Bs. per capita on the whole year, as
hon. members will recollect that the Federal
Government have decided to pay on this
basis, which is six months before the expira-
tion of the Braddon clause. This sum also
includes an amount of £25,385, balance of
income which was short paid on 30th June
last.

The items of railways, lands, and taxation
between them show an increase of about
£297,000—which bhas practically saved the
position—due largely to the increased mileage
of ralway opened up, and to the rapid develop-
ment of closer settlement in accordance with
the policy of the Government. Railways show
an increase of £2381,400, land revenue an in-
crease of £42,900, and taxation an increase of
£22,5060, all of which are believed to be safe
estimates.

The following is an estimate of expenditure
for the year 1910-11:—

£
Schedules .. 112,044
Executive and Legislative... 16,583
Chief Secretary .. 141046
Home Secretary ... 563,804
Department of Work 124,451
Department of Justice 78,170
The Treasurer ... 168,145
Department of Public Lands 209,691

Department of Agriculture

and Stock ... 58,250

Department of Public In- )
struction . ... 899,187
Department of Mines 51,785
Department of Railways ... 1,479,872
3,403,028
Interest on public debt 1,635,495
Total ... £5,088,523

Compared with the Estimates of the pre-
vious year, the Chief Secretary’s Department
shows a decrease of £7,000. The principal
factor in such reduction is the expiration of
the subsidy to the Orient Pacific line of
steamers, which is no longer a direct charge
on the State. The Iome Secretary’s Depart-
ment shows an increase of £40,000, for the
greater portion of which the police increases
are responsible. (Hear, hear!) Smaller in-
treases are also made in the Insanity, Relief
of Aboriginals, and Orphanages Departments.
The Works Department shows a decrease of
£74,000, which is more than accounted for in
buildings.  The policy of the Government for
the last few years in respect to buildings has
enabled the more pressing needs in that direc-
tion to be carried out, and in view of this
and of the very high rates now demanded for
material and labour it will be well to moderate
the expenditure for the present. No further
provision is being made or is necessary f:,}ns
year in respect of the University and technical
college buildings.

The Department of Justice shows an in-
crease of about £4,000, the greater portion
being in connection with courts of petty
sessions, in which direction it has been shown
that there are increasing demands.

The Treasurer’s Department shows an in-
crease of over £4,000, of which the larger por-
tion is necessitated by the increased activity
in connection with the Water Supply Depart-
ment, consequent on the intended action of
the Government in that direction.

The Department of Public Lands shows an
increase of £11,000, Decreases in several of
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the branches will be noticed, but these are
more than counterbalanced by the still
further increased provision necessary for fees
to-licensed surveyors, whose employment still
continues to be in urgent demand.

The Department of Agriculture and Stock
shows an increase of £7,000, of which the
Agricultural College is responsible for
£2,000, represented mainly by the cost of in-
stalling suction gas and refrigerating plants
at that institution. State farms, gardens, and
nurseries are also receiving increased provi-
sion, and amongst the items is one for the
establishment of a State farm to the north of
Townsville.

HonouraBLE M=zwszrs: Hear, hear! Af

st.
The TREASURER: The Department of
Public Instruction shows an increase of nearly
1;;823,000 in State schools and technical educa-
ion.

The Mines Department shows an increase
of £2,400, made up of several small additions
in different directions, and parficularly for a
breathing apparatus for rtescue station' at
Ipswich, at a cost of £500. _

Howourarrs MemeErs: Hear, hear!

The TREASURER: Railways show the
large estimated increase of £183,000, but the
large amount provided is absolutely necessary
in order_to cope with the rapidly increasing
traffic. It must also be remembered that the
length of our railways is being largely aug-
mented, and consequently extra provision is
required for working and other expenses. On
the Hstimates this year provision 1s made for
working a total lengthi of 8,922 miles com-
pared with 3,631 miles last year.

As §hown‘atbove, the total expenditure this
Year is anticipated to be less than that of
last year by £75,000, which, in conjunction
with the large prepayments previously referred
to, and the increased revenue from purely
State sources, will enable us to meet the
large fall in Commonwealth revenue without
resort to further taxation. (Hear, hear!)
Hon, members will see that the members of
the public service, school teachers, railway
employees, and the members of the Police
Force have shared in the prosperity—(hear,
hear!)‘fa,nd the amounts set out in the next
table will show that all branches of the public
service have during the last seven years
parficipated to a very considerable extent in
the general prosperity of the State~—£

‘Branches of the public ser-
vice under the Public Ser-

vice Board ... 76,500
School teachers 81,500
Police Force ... 28,300
Railway employees ... 135,200

£322,500

(Hear, hear!)

. The adoption of an eight-hour working day

in the railway service in August, 1907—that

is, three years ago—is responsible for an addi.

gi?ril'g} charge of £30,000 per annum to the
ate.

A summary of the Hstimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the current year gives
the following results;—

£

Estimated
1910-11

Estimated expenditure for
1910-11 .. ..

revenue  for
5,046,207
5,038,523

Estimated surplus £7,684
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I consider that these Estimates have been
framed on lines which will enable them to be
realised, and hon. members will recognise
that if all that could have been desired has
not been provided for, it will at least be
admitted that we are fortunate in being able
to make such liberal provision for increases
in the paymenis to all sections of the public
service, and to so amply meet the growing
needs of the State in a year when we have to
face so enormous a decrease in our revenue
from the Commonwealth.

HovNourasLe MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The TREASURER: I move that there be
granted to His Majesty for:the services of the
year 1910-11 the sum of £800, to defray the
salary of the aide-de-camp to His Excellency
the GGovernor. .

Hovovrasre Mzurars: Hear, hear!

Question stated.

The TREASURER: Mr. Chairman,—I
move, according to arrangement, that you do
now leave the chair, report progress, and ask
leave to sit again.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHATRMAN reported
progress, and the Committee obtained leave
to sit again on Tuesday next.

STATE EDUCATION ACTS AMEND-
MENT BILL.

SEconD READING,
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN.

-STRUCTION (Hon. W. H. Barnes, Bulimba):

In moving the second reading of this Bill, it
is not my intention to speak at any length,
but I think it is desirable that I should briefly
review the circumstances which have led to
the introduction of the measure. As hon.
members may remember, during the month
of March, 1908, a Referendum Bill was
brought before this House, and its second
reading was carried by 49 to 15. Subse-
quently the Bill went through Committee.
There were various divisions on its several
clauses, but, as members will recollect, the
provisions of the Bill were carried, and the
Bill became law, This year the question of
intreducing Bible reading into State schools
was, in accordance with that measure, sub-
mitted to the people of Queensland. The
question submitted in the referendum was—

Are you in favour of introducing the following
system into Htate schools, namely:—

The State schoolmaster, in school hours,
teaches selected Bible lessons from s read-
ing-book provided for the purpose, but is
not allowed to give sectarian teaching;

Any minister of religion is emntitled, in school
“hours, to give the children of his own
denomination am hour’s religious instruc-
tion on sach day or days as the school
committee can arrange for;

Any psrent is entitled to withdraw his child
from all religious teaching if he chooses to
do so.

The result of the referendum on that question
was that 74,228 electors voted * Yes,” 56,681
voted ““ No,” and there were 7,651 informal
votes. The percentage of electors who re-
corded their votes was 53.29. The percentage
of recorded votes varied considerably in dif-
ferent electorates. For instance, in the elec-
Zora,te of Bulloo the percentage recorded was
1.9.

Mr. ALLEN: What was the reason for that?
’ Hon. W. H. Barnes.]
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The hon. member will have
an opportunity of explaining later on what
the reason was. I am giving the official
figures as supplied to me by the department.
The electorate that polled the largest per-
centage of votes was Gympie, where 67.16
electors recorded their votes. It may be
argued—and indeed it has been argued—that
the percentage of votes recorded does not
warrant the Government in bringing forward
this Bill.

OprosiTioNn MrMBERS: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I am very glad to hear hon.
merthers say ‘‘ Hear, hear!” to that state-
ment, because I think I shall be able to show
some of those who have interjected that if
they suggest that this Bill should not be gone
on with because the percentage of votes re-
corded is so small, it would be necessary in
quite & number of elections which have taken
place in this State to start afresh.

My, Lexnvon: There is no analogy.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: There is an analogy. Hon.
members on the other side surprise me. There
is always an analogy if it suits their purpose,
but there is no analogy if it does not suit
their purpose. I wish to draw the attention
of hon. members to the percentage of voles
recorded in Queensland in connection with
the Commonwealth elections in 1903, 1906,
and 1910. The percentage in 1903 was 54.83,
and the percentage in 1906 was 45.94.

Mr. LennoN: But the rolls had not been
revised then.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The hon. member wants at
this stage to draw a red herring across the
track. The figures I am quoting are from
statistics provided by Commonwealth officers,
and I presume no one will doubt their correct.
ness. I say, if the argument is correct that
the percentage of votes cast in connection
with the Bible in State schools referendum
does not warrant the introduction of this Bill,
then that argument applies equally to the
elections I have referred to, Now, I want to
be quite fair. I will admit that in the year
1910 the percentage was 61.15.

Mr. ALiEN: Ah!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I heard the hon. member for
Bulloo make a remark which apparently was
not in the direction of appreciating the figures
which I have given. Might I remind hon.
members that there are very many of them
representing constituencies which have never
polled anything like the percentage of votes
that was cast for this particular referendum.

Mr. ALLEN: I got more votes myself,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The hon. member for Bulloo
is a champion at interjecting, and I will tell
him exactly the percentage of votes cast in
his electorate. .

Mr. MavuGHAN: And you are a champion
replier.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: T am very much obliged #o
the hon. member for the compliment. The
number of votes cast in the Bulloo electorate
was only 41 per cent., and one might readily
believe that that is a statement the hon.
menber may not appreciate. The hon. mem-
ber for Herbert——

Mr. LENNON: What about him?

[Hon.W. H. Barnes.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The number of votes cast in
that constituency in his favour was 32 per
cent.

Mr. LexwoN: When I was elected, do you
mean?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STR%OT’ION : When the hon, member was
elected.

Mr. Lennon: Nothing of the sort; it was
60 odd per cent.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The hon. member will have an
opportunity of upsetting my figures if they
are not correct. I say the number of votes
in the hon. member’s electorate cast for him
was 32 per cent. In Port Curtis it was 31
per cent., and I might give other instances.

The PrEMIER: That is for the particular
member, not the total number of votes which
were polled. ’

Mr. Coyne: Give the percentage cast for the
referendum.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The percentages cast for the
referendum weite as follows:— Yes,” 58.57;
“No,” 40.90; and the percentage of voters
who recorded their votes was 53.29.

M?r. J. M. Huxnter: Is that a fair compari-
son? :

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : That is what I have been lead-
ing up to. 1 am going to show that hon.
members have not been prepared to accept
this as a fair decision—that is the point I
want to make—that they have said this refer-
endum was not binding, as a sufficient number
of people did not vote. I have clearly shown
that a fair percertage of the people of Queens-
land voted In connection with this matter, as
compared with the number of votes polled at
a general election.

Mr. J. M. Houxter: You are dealing with
isolated electorates—not the aggregate,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The hon. member does not
like them, but I am giving facts that cannot
be gainsaid. Now, might I remind the House
of the position of parties in the House. When
I refer to the position of parties in this House,
I am not including those four members who
do not belong to any party—I am omitting
them—I want that to be clearly understood.
The votes recorded for members sitting on
this side was 33 per cent., and for members
sitting opposite it was only 24 per cent., so I .
think it will be seen at once that instead of
this referendum breaking down by reason of
there not being a sufficient number of votes
cast, the opposite is the case, and it will be
seen that a very large number of people have
recorded their votes.

Mr, LENNON: How do you account for the
large number of informal votes?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The hon. member might as
well ask me how I account for the large
number of informal votes in connection with
the election of the Water and Sewerage
Board that was held in Brisbane.

Mr. BowMAN interjected.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : I would not like to be rude—
I might have wished someone else was re-
turned for the Herbert. This is the point I
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want to emphasise: The object of the present
Bill is to emphasise the will of the people as
expressed at the referendum.

GOVERNMENT Mumerrs: Hear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: That is the object of the Bill

" Mr. Bowman: That is the way to get out of
Iv.

The - SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: No; it is not the way to gev
out of it. I am exceedingly surprised at hon.
members on the other side, who used to have
the referendum right in the front plank of
their platform.

Mr. Murrax: It is there yet.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: And the very first time it is
tested, somehow or other it breaks down as
far as they are concerned. If they read it that
way, I think it would be a fair thing to
remove that plank from the platform alto-
gether.

Mr. MANN: If you agree with the refer-
endum, why not give us some more?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I am told that somehow or
other that plank has been shifted down a bit.
I do not know who shifted it——

Interjections by OPPOSITION MEMBERS.

Mr. BARBER: Perhaps Garland did it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: There is no doubt about this:
This question was submitted to the people—
whether the people decided rightly or wrongly
it does not seem to me that this is our busi-
ness—we submitted it to the people, and the
people said; by a majority, that they wish to
have it

Mr, LENNON: Why not alter the conditions
of the. Elections Act?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The hon, member is a cham-
pion in bringing forward something to find a
reason for not having it carried out.

Mr. LesiNa: That is two champions you
have discovered.:

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN.
STRUCTION: I think hon. members will do
me the credit that right through I have been
consistent- on- this particular subject, but I
have no doubt that if the majority of thisHouse
were consulted; as far as the feelings of indi-
vidiial members’ are concerned, they might
say they would rather not have this thing.

My, Co¥yne: What about the good of the
State?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: But there can be no doubt
that it has been taken away from this House
by the people, and I claim that every man
who voted for this question to be sent to the
people is in honour bound, when the people
have decided in a certain way, to carry out
the wishes of the people.

Mr. BowmaN: That is no reason at all,

The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : That is the logical conclusion.
There is one other point I wish to make plain.
Going back 'to  the statement 1 made with
regard to the percentages of votes cast, I find
in looking up the votes in Switzerland—the
very home of the referendum-—that during
1879 to 1891 there were about twenty occa-
sions on which matters were sent to the people
for their decision, and in that close and com-
pact country the average number that voted
during the number of times I have mentioned
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was only 58 per cent., and so I think it will
be admitted by this House—going back to the
point that the country, scattered as it is in
many places, spoke out well in connection
with this particular subject——

. M. FERRICKg: Some places spoke against
it very emphatically.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN.
STRUCTION: If hon. members will allow
those in favour of it to decide the question,
we might pass the Bill in an hour, because
the majority of the constituencies voted in
favour of it.

Mr. Ferrioxs: Your contenticn was that it
was for the scatbered districts, and they spoke
against it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I think it is my duty, for the
information of hon. members, to very briefly
review the measure. Clause 1 has to do with
the title and construction of the Act. Clause 2
repeals section 5 of the principal Act.

Mr. LewNoN: You have no right to do it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: Subclause (2) deals with the
word “‘secular.” Hon. members will notice
that by repealing the word ‘“secular” that
it opéns the door for the admission of relig.-
ous instruction in State schools. :

Mr. LExNoN: More’s the pity!:

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Subclause (2) deals with the
man, in a question of this kind, is entitled
entirely to his own opinion, but I think that
hon. gentleman in dealing with this subject
should deal with it carefully, because he has
no right to assume that any other hon.
gentleman does not look on it from just as
conscientious a point of view as he does
himself. Clause 224 is to follow section 22
of the principal Act, anu it reads—

In addition to the subjects of instruction enume-
rated ih the last preceding section, instructiom
shall, in saccordance with voguwiations in that
behalf, be given in the primary schools during
school hours in selected Bible lessomns from a read-
ing book to be provided for the purpose; but such
instruction shall not include any teaching in the
distinctive temets or doctrine of any religious
society or denomination.

The junior member for Fortitude Valley,
Mr. McLachlan, yesterday asked
[5 pom.] a question about the number of
one-roomed schools there are in
Queensland. I would point out here that the
practice in the other States has been some-
thing like this with reference to the religious
instruction: When instruction of a religious
nature is given, it is always given in the
first half-hour or the first hour during the
day. Or if that has not been found to be
convenient, the last hour or last half-hour
of the day has been selected in which to
give the lesson.

Mr. Lesina: And they rarely avail them-
selves of it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Well, if they rarely avail them-
selves of it, I ask why all this trouble ahout
passing it? Hon. gentlemen may ask:
“ Suppose the weather is wet, what are you
going todo in the case of the one-room schools;
atve the children going to be put outside?”
I say that the practice which has been car-
ried out in the other States, no doubt, will
be the practice carried out here, and the
practice there is that when the weather is

Hon. W.H. Barnes.]
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inclement the children are not allowed to
remain outside at all, but rather these religi-
ous lessons do nob take place at all.

- The Premizr: The children will settle that
point.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: As the Premier says, the
children will settle that question themselves.

Mr. McLacanan: By whom will the Bible
lessons mentioned in this clause be selected?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

STRUCTION: The Bible lessons will be
selected——

Mr. Coynz: By the Bible in State Schools
League? "

The SECRETARY ¥FOR
STRUCTION: No, no!

OrrosiTIiON MEMBERS: Yes, yes!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: In answer to the interjec-
tion of the hon. member for Warrego, I
‘may say tbat surely the head of the Educa-
tion Department will display that common
seuse - which I think he displays in other
matters.

Mr., Coyxe:
deal lately.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: Well, all I can say is that I
do not think that the head of the Hducation
Department is totally regardless of the in-
terests of the people, in spite of what hon.
members opposite might think. Common
sense must prevail in all these matters, and
1 take it that the head of the iLducation
Department, seeing the large and important
interests at stake, will take care to guard
matters carefully, and he has a right to do
s0, so far as the convictions of everyone in
this community is concerned.

My. LeNNON interjected.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN.
STRUCTION: There is no doubt that the
hon. member for Herbert is fond of the
clergy. I do not know where his fondnes:
and his love come from, but I am sure
that they will appreciate it greatly. I am
not here advocating anything For the clergy.

Mr. Bowman: VYes, you are.

Mr. Frrricks: The whole Government is
dominated by them.

Mr. LaNxp: And by Garland.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The question has been taken
out of the hands of the clergy altogether,
and it has largely been taken out of the
hands of this House, and is now in the hands
of the Deople The people have prastically
asked us to confirm their action outside, and
that is the position which I am taking up
this afternoon. Now, I want to further
point out, in answer to the junior member
for Fortitude Valley, Mr. MoLachlan, that, ‘o
conneciion with the clergy, they are per-
mitted to come in—or they will be permitted
to come in—to the schools at special hours as
the Bill states.

Mr. HamirTonw:
that privilege.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The school committee will
see that the time of the children is not en-
trenched upon at all. It has been stated
by some bon. gentlemen that the allowing

[Hon.W. H. Barnes.
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of these lessons in the State schools is going
to create no end of trouble from a sec-
tarian point of view.

OprosITION MEMBERS: Xear, hear!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I ask if that has been the
position of things outside of Queensland?

LABOoUR MEMBERS: Yes, yes!

Mr. LesiNa: Of course it has.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : I have here a quotation from
a letter which came to the Kducation De-
partment in reply to inquiries made in the
South, and this is what the writer says—-

Mr. Coyne: Who is the writer?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-

TRUCTION: It comes from the Educa-
vion Office of New South Wales, and this
is what it says—

I may add that the non-sectarian system in
force in this State, providing as it does for general
Scripture teaching by the ordinary teaching staff
of the schools as well as special rveligious teaching
by clergymen to pupils of their own persuasion,
meets with general approval.

Mr. Coyne: Was that from Mr. Lobban?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: - It is from an officer of the
Education Department of New South Wales.
Do hon. members think that the officers of
the Education Department of New South
Wales would make a statement that was not
correct? Would any hon. member here say
that the officers of the Queensland Education
Department were likely to make any state-
ments that were not correct?

Mr. Murran: Is the writer of that letter
a present officer of the New South Wales
Education Department?

The SECRHETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
SHRUCTION: Well, if hon. members think
that our officers in the Education Depart-
ment would not say what was incorrect, then
I claim for the officers of the New South
Wales departraent the same conmderatxon
that we show to our own.

Mr. LennNoN: Tell us if the writer is a
present or past officer of the New South
Wales Education Department.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I told you that it came from
the New South Wales Education Depart-
ment, so it cavnot be a past officer, but a
pre%ent one. 1 do- not wish fo say any-
thing further with regard to this question.

Mr. Bowman: Before vou sit down, will
you give us an idea of what are the subjects
in the present school curriculum that are
likely to be dropped for the substitution of
this religious teaching?

OrrostTioN MEMBERS: FHear, hear!

Mr. Murian: That is a good guestion.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The hon. gentleman wants
me to tell him something which the Edu-
cation Department has not taken in hand,
but I can say that the Education Department
will make no alteration in the carrmulum
until this House says that thate alteration is
to be made.

Mr. Muiran: Then how are you going to
include the religious lessons?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: The same as is being done in
other schocls. Some start from 9 a.m. to
9.15 a.m., and others from 9.15 a.m. to 9.30
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a.m., and perhaps up to 10 o’clock, or per-
haps they will get an hour or half an hour
in the evening.

Mr: J. M. HunTER:
stuffed now.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: This Bill is not before the
House to adopt because it may be desired by
any member to vote for it or against it
because of this particular provision. 1 want
to emphasise the point that this Bill is put
before the House by ‘the (overnment to
carry out the wishes of the people as ex-
pressed on®the 13th of April last in connec-
tion with the particular matters submitted
to them. I have much pleasure in moving
the second reading of the Bill.

GOVERNMENT MrMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWMAN (Fortitude Valley), who
was received with Opposition ‘ Hear, hears!”
said: When the hon. gentleman was moving
the second reading of this Bill, I was hoping
that he would give us some information re-
garding the working of that particular Bill
in New South Wales.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
When I gave it to you, you would not accept
it as being correct.

Mr. BOWMAN: I think we might have had
something more extensive than the mere slip
which the hon. gentleman read, and which
he had received from an official in New South
Wales. Now, I would just like to repeat a
statement I made in speaking on the Address
in Reply when criticising the policy Speech of
the Government. The hon. gentleman stated
in his address this afternoon that every hon.
member who voted for the referendum should
vote for this Bill. I was one who voted for
the reférendum, and I made a statement here
that it was one of the votes that I cast during
my political existence in this House that I most
bitterly regret—a vote I believe that enabled
this present Bill to be brought before this
House by the referendum that has been
taken. Now, there was a sneer, when the hon.
member for Woolloongabba was speaking on
the Address in. Reply, about the conscientious-
ness of hon. members. I do not take much
notice of the sneer of that hon. gentleman,
or of anything else that he says.

Mr. D. Honter: Then why are you refer-
ring to it?

Mr. BOWMAN: But I just want to remind
him, and also other hon. members, that it is
quite possible for any man to change his
opinions, and also to get credit for that
change.

Mr. MurraY: Look how the Premier has
changed his opinions!

The Pgemizr: I have not changed my
opinions on this subject, anyhow.

Mr. BOWMAN: It has been frequently
stated that there was a certain power behind
the Labour party that forced them to do this
or that—which forced them fo oppose this
particular Bill. Now, the education plank of
our platform is one that has been in that
platform ever since the party was formed.

Mr. D. Hunrer: So has the referendum.

Mr. BOWMAN: The hon. gentleman lead-
ing the Government was once a_member of
that party that believed in it. There is also
another plank that has been referred to by
the Minister for Public Instruction this after-
noon—namely, the referendum; and he states
that we as a party, if he is correctly informed,

Your curriculum is
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have shifted that plank only to make it the
most important and foremost that is on our
platform to-day. But I would like to remind
the hon. gentleman that I explained in my
previous speech that I was a firm believer in
the principle of the referendum apart from
one question, and that was a ‘conscientious
question known as the religious question.

Mr. D. Hoxrer: But you did not say that
two years ago.

Mr. BOWMAN: I have admitted my mis-
take, and I cannot go beyond what is recorded
in Hansard as to what I did say; but I, for
one, am not going to perpetuate a mistake.

OrposrrioN MemBERS: Hear. hear!

Mr. BOWMAN: [ may tell hon. members

‘that while there were 600 votes during that

referendum cast against my colleague and
myself in favour of Bible teaching in State
schools, I might say that in the four elections
I have contested in Fortitude Valley I have on
each occasion strongly opposed any alteration
in our present educational system.
OrrosrTioNn MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWMAN: I was returned on one
occasion by a majority of between 800 and
900. The hon. gentleman who introduced this
Bill claims that those of us who voted for
that referendum have a right to cast our vote
for this Bill.

The SrorETARY ForR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
That is if you want to be logical.

Mr. BOWMAN: Well, whether I am
logical or not, I am going to offer the strong-
est opposition I can to the passage of this
Bill, both on the second reading and in its
Committee stage, and if I can do anything to
mutilate the Bill in Committee I will be
delighted to do it, so as to make it inoperative
as against the presgnt educational system,

OppostTioN MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWMAN: I am certain that if every
hon. member in this House, with one or two
exceptions, were to speak and act as they
think, then the Bill would be overwhelmingly
defeated, because there are not half a dozen
men in this Chamber to-day who believe that
there should be a change in the present edu-
cational system.

OrposiTion MEMBERY: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWMAN: Now, in introducing this
Bill we. are interfering with a system of
education that has been in operation for
thirty-five years.

Mr. MurpEY: Hear, hear!
system, too.

Mr. BOWMAN: A system which if is
claimed is as perfect as almost any other
system in any part of the world to-day—a
system that has been commended by other
parts of the world because of its being of a
secular nature. (Hear, hear!) Now, to sup-
port this Bill would be to support a system of
denominational teaching.

And a good

. OprosirioNn MrmBERs: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWMAN: Whatever members may
think, by the very fact of allowing a clergy-
man to go into a school you are simply pay-
ing the people’s money for a portion of the
time in which denominational instruction can
be given to the children of Queensland.

The SECRETARY #OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
We do not pay the clergy.

Mr. Lexnon: That will come later on.

Mr. BOWMAN: But you are paying for a
portion of the time that the clergymen go

Mr. Bowman.]



478 State Eaucation

there to give instruction, and that is denomi-
national aid pure and simple. How many
hon. members are there in this House who,
*if the question of denominational aid was
brought up for another sect in this com-
munity, would cast their votes for it? For
the last thirty-five years we have been opposed
to any system of denominational aid, and I
will always be against any form of denomina-
tional aid being given to any sect in the com-
munity.
Orpposrtion MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. Hammron: How can you refuse aid
after this is passed?

Mr. BOWMAN: Simply because I can

refuse it on these grounds: We know that the
Roman Catholics and that a fairly large sec--

tion of the Anglicans have their private schools
to-day.

Mr. Kroem: The Roman Catholics do not
ask for it.

Mr. BOWMAN: But- they pay for their
education beeause they have, I suppose,
conscientious seruples about their children
being taught in the State schools, or think
that they can better teach them in their
own. Now, they heve paid, and I think, as
that has been carried on, we might well leave
the present sysiem. alone. The hon. gentle-
man has alluded to the question of percent-
ages this afternoon, in connecticn with the
referendum that has taken place. I want to
say that it is not so much a question with me
ag to-what the percentage was. I do not think
the referendum should have taken place the
day it did. I was one who contribried to it,
and I have got to take my share of the blame.
I expressed my opinion, as Hansard will show,
that it should neither have taken place at a
State election nor at a Federal election; if it
was going to be taken at all, it should have
been taken on a separate day, apart from any
other political question,” so that the people
would have been able to vote on one clear
issue.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Why didn’t you try to alter it?

Mr. BOWMAN: I was not here;, and those
were the remarks I mude in 1908, when I
spoke on it; but the leader of the Government
was not game to attach it to his own State
election, because he knew

The Previzr: The leader of the Opposition
was not game either. (Government laughter.)

Mr. DOWMAN: The hon. genileman knew
that if it were introduced at a State election
it might go up against his personal interests.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUOTION:
Did you want it at a State election?

Mr. BOWMAN: I did not. I expressed
myself to that effect, and voted against it. I
think it was the hon. member for Clermont
who interjected that the experience of New
South Wales proved that the system 1s a
failure there, and I am going fo read the
report of the Government Statistician of that
State, as recorded in ¢ The Official Year
Book,” to show exactly what they think of it
in New South Wales.

The SECBRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
What year?

Mr. BOWMAN: Tt is the latest—1908-9. On
page 88 he says—

The advantage of the provision permitting religi-
ocus instruckion to be given to scholars in State
schools has not been used to a very great extent
by the various denominations.

[3r. Bowman.
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The fotal number of visits paid by clergymen
?nfll religious teachers during the year 1908 was as
0:i0WS 1 —

Denomination, No. of Visits,
Church of Bngland 24,701
Roman Catholic .. 1,032
Presbyterian 7,143
Methodist ... 7,604
Other denominations b 4d)
Total 44,921

Nearly 45,000 visits were paid 1o pﬁblie schools
by religious teachers during 1908—that is to say, .
1,000 visits were paid each week that the schools
were open. Stated thus, the result may appear
satisfactory; but, if the visits be compared with
the number of opportunities for religious teaching
available under the Act, a less favourable light is
thrown upon the subject. Taking into considera-
ticn the number of schools in existence, and the
time during which they were open, it is found
that the visits by all the denominations taken
together represented only a little more than 10
per cent. of the opportunities afforded.

There are many schools in remote country dis-
tricts, among scattered populations, where it is
impossible for the religious teachers to atiend, and
consequently the figures just quoted represent an
extreme case; but, assuming that one-half of the
schools are practically inaccessible for purposes of
religious teaching, thereby doubling the quoted
ratio of visits, it does not appear that the visita-
tions approach in a material degree the opportuni-
ties afforded by law.

I shall now quote & few facts from the report
of the: Department of Public Instruction
New South Wales for the year 1908—

Schools that might be visited, 8,002.

Total number of visits paid, 45,000.

Average visits for the year, 15.

Thig. has been sabout the average for several
years.

Church of England visits s fraction. more
than 8 per year. The number used to be
greater.

Presbyterians, 2§ visits in a year.

Methodists, 2% visits in a year.

Other denominations, 13 visitsin a year.

Roman Catholies, 1,000 visits.

All of these visits are not made by ministers

of religion. The Anglican Church has sn

organisation for employing ocatechists to do
this work; and the schools visited, for the most
part, are in the great centres of population.

The results in New South Wales, therefore,

according to the Government Statistician, are

not at all satisfactory. Then we may ask oovr-
selves this question: How much have the
children benefited by this meagre teaching?

Many: of the advocates of religious instructicn

in the State schools claim that it will have a

regenerative inftuence on the young mind.

Mr. HarpAcRE: A degenerating influence,
more likely.

Mr. BOWMAN: I do not know what the
result will be, but many people believe that
it will do good, though, personally, I do not
believe that good will result from it. I read
a letter which was written to the Melbourne
Age of 30th July last by a school teacher, and
which was reprinted in the Brisbane Tele-
graph of Saturday last. There are some infer-
esting figures given dealing with three States
of the Commonwealth, and it is as well that
I should read those figures to show how far
people who argue that the introduction of
religions teaching in the State schools will
have the effect of reducing crime are sup-
ported by actual facts. The letter reads—

A strong veason against disturbing the _purely
secular character of the education given in the
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State schools is the fact that no proof has yet
been brought forward that our secular system gives
inferior results to those obtained where religious
instruction is imparted daily ag part of the ordinary
school course. New South Wales has kept up the
practice of Seripture reading in schools during the
whole period for.which the Victorian secular system
has been in operation. Last year some advocates
of the Bible in schools made the remarkable dis-
covery that New Houth Wales is reducing its
criminality more rapidly than Victoria. Further
inquiry brought out the fact that though the
schools of New South Wales had enjoyed religious
instruction uninterruptedly, while those of Victoria
had been purely secular, for mnearly forty years,
criminality in New South Wales is seemingly much
higher than in Victoria. The real fact of the
case is that New South Wales is beginning now to
remove some of this reproach against it. If the
Seripture lessons in the schools in New South
Wales had anything to do with the matter, they
ought fo have produced comspicuous results long
ago. New Sonth Wales is a State where the Go-
vernment has supplied religious instruction without
a break. . Victoria and South Australia are States
where purely secular education has been on trial
in the State schools for a comsiderable time. The
table given hereunder is derived from the last Vie-
torian *“ Year Book,” and shows the number of per-
sons per 1,000 of population in each State charged
with offences against the person at different dates.

1890. 1895. 1900. 1905.

Victoria ... .. 366 212 188 1.59
New South Wales .. 792 353 3828 2350
South Australia ... ... 164 138 0.8 0.66

The HoMmr SecreTARY: Why not give the
figures for Queensland?

Mr. BOWMAN: I am giving this as I have

. it. I think Queensland is equal

[5.830 p.m.] to any State in the Common-

wealth. I am giving this as it

appears in the < Year Book,” and I do not
know why (Gueensland is not included.

Between the two secularly educated States of
Victoria and South Australia, the religiously edu-
cated New South Wales appears much the more
addicted to violent crime. It shows a much greater
absolute improvement in the fifteen years between
1890 and 1905 than either Victoria or South Aus-
tralia, because it had so much more bad ground to
recover. In 1890 New South Wales was more than
twice as had as Victoria, and nearly five times as
bad as South Australia, whereas by 1905 it was
only half as bad again as Victoria, and only about
four times as bad as South Australia. The position
in New South Wales is still so much worse than
that in Victoria and South Australia that there
is no warrant for cur introducing the Scripture
lessons of New South Wales into our schools. On
the other hand, the, marked superiority of South
Australia to Victoria shows the many other factors
besides education that enter into the matter. The
apparent success in New South Wales was sttribu-
table to a much larger total of criminality in 1890
to be wiped off the slate by subsequent improve-
ment. The tale of crimes against property is very
similar.

I think this goes to show that, with the many
years’ experience New South Wales has had of
thiy system, it has not brought about the
satisfactory results that many of the advocates
of the alteration of our system believe. Under
the Bill the Minister told us that the teacher
would be asked to give Scripture lessons with-
out comment—that is, regarding dogma, or the
dogma which the teacher might hold. He
claims that the teachers will have the right
to give religious or Bible teaching from a
selection that may be made, I take it, by his
own department; and they are mnot to com-
ment. I will read what it says in the Bill—
In addition to the subjects of instruction enume-
rated in the last preceding sectiom, imstruction
ghall, in accordance with regulations in that be-

half, be given in the primary schools during school .

hours in selected Bible lessons from a reading book
to. be provided for the purpose; but such imstruc-

[17 AvgusT.]

Acts Amendment Bill. 479

tion shall not include any teaching in the distine-
tive tenets or doctrine of any religious scciety or
denomination.

Now, I would like to ask the hon. gentleman
in charge of the Bill what will be the effect
of the teaching if the teacher merely reads the
lesson without explanation?

Mr. Hamirron: They might as well have a
phonograph.

Mr. BOWMAN: The art of teaching does
not consist in merely gotting the child to read
something, but in the teacher applying his
knowledge and skill to the explanation of what
iy read. I think it will be futile to provide
something for the child to read without any
explanation being given. And yet in the very
next part of the clause it is provided that
clergymen of various denominations may go in
and give religious instruction “during one
hour of such school day or school days as the
committee or other governing body of such
school are able to appoint.” The hon. gentle-
man told us—I was very glad to get the infor-
mation—that the custom in New South Wales
has been, for the clergyman to enter the school
either the first hour in the morning or the last
hour in the afterncon. Is that so?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIO INSTRUCTION :
That is the usual custom.

Mr, BOWMAN: I have been in New South
Wales, and [ have seen a clergymar go into
& school, not at the first lesson in the morn-
ing, but just before lunch-time. And a clergy-
man who has to travel, like some of those
clergymen with large circuits, could nct con-
fine themselves to the first hour in the morn-
ing.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
I said that was the usual plan.

Mr. BOWMAN : If it is the usual plan, it is
an argument that there is no necessity for this
Bill, because either before school hours or
after school hours clergymen are permitted
to go into the aschocls without interterence.
They do not disturb the cuvrriculum, and no
objection is taken. That has been in opera-
tion for many years, but has never been
availed of to any great extent. 1t has been
argued by the Minister in charge of the Bill
that a majority has spoken. He gave a list
of the number who cast their votes—74,228 in
favour, 56,681 against, and 7,651 informal;
but he omitbed to mention the very important
fact that 121,000 people abstained from voting.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC INSTRIOTION :
I gave it by inference when I stated the per-
centage.

Mr. BOWMAN: The hon. gentleman did
not remind us of the number who abstained
from voting ; and he claims that is a fair per-
centage to alter the existing system. If some
of the framers of the Act could rise from their
graves to-day they would look with a great
deal of scorn upon the hon. gentleman for
introducing this provision to alter an Act that
has done such splendid work.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
I gave the percentage.

Mr. BOWMAN: I am referring now to the
number of votes that were cast. The hon.
member for Carpentaria asked a questiom
some time ago about the number of polling-
booths there were during the State election.
and the number of polling-booths there were
at the recent Federal election. I do not know
whether that information has been supplied,
but it has been stated by many of the Western
and Northern members that the number of
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polling-booths that gave facilities to a number
of electors during the State election was very
much reduced when the poll was taken in con-
nection with this referendum.

The Howme SecreTarY: There was a polling-
booth wherever there was a Commonwealth
polling-booth.

Mr. BOWMAN: I think hon. gentlemen
will admit that if a full vote was wanted on
this question, the fullest facilities should have
been given for people to record their votes.
It was not a Commonwealth matter, but a
State matter; and wherever there were State
rolls there should have been the same facilities
in regard to polling-booths as there would be
at a State election. (Hear, hear!) That was
not done.

The Hous SroretsrY: The same thing ap-
plies o polling-booths for a Commonwealth
referendum. . As a matter of fact, we endea-
voured to get a number of additional polling-
booths; but the Commonwealth would not
give additional polling-booths for their refer-
sndum. .

Mr. BOWMAN: When the Premier was
speaking on the Address in Reply he stated
that he considered this question was now no
longer in the hands of members of Parlia-
ment; that the people of the State having
spoken on the question, 1t was our simple
duty to obey their mandate and give effect
to the expressed wish of the majority. We
heard a great deal this afterncon about
majority rule from the Secretary for Public
Instruction. .

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Do you differ from that?

Mr. BOWMAN: VYes; I do in certain
particulars. Majority rule is not s principle
for universal and unlimited application.

The PrEmier: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWMAN: The hon gentleman says
“Yloar, hear!” and I am glad to know that
he assents to that proposition. There must
be a limit to the right of majority rule. I
am dealing with the situation as we
have it on this question, and I shall be
candid in stating my position. Perhaps
there are many who have done wromg who
would not be as candid as I am in the
matter, but I stand here and admit that 1
have done wrong. I have recan Majori-
ties may bhave unlimited power, but they do
not possess unlimited rights. (Hear, hear!)
The State, being a civil and not a religious
institution, has no right to legislate on_ reli-
gious subjects, and has no right to rule in
religious affairs. The proper object of go-
vernment is to protect all persons in the
enjoyment of their rights, both civil and reli-
gious, and not to determine for any what their
religious faith and practice shall be.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
What are you quoting from?

Mr. BOWMAN: I am quoting from a
book that it is well worth the hon. gentle-
man’s while to read, and I am going to give
him something further from the same book
for his edification. It is a book by W. A.
Coleord, entitled “The Rights of Man, or
Religion and the State.”” That volume and
PBicton’s ““Bible in State Schools” have
done more than anything I have read to
convince me of the mistake which I made
in this matter, and I hope that, even if this
Bill is passed, hon. gentlemen will read
those two books, as I feel satisfied that there
ig sufficient argument in them to alter their
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belief on this subject. I shall quote a few
extracts from page 87 of Colcord’s “ Rights
of Man.” The first is as follows:—

Lord Macaulay, in his veview of Mr. Gladstone’s
work on ““ Church and State,” enunciated a great
truth when he asked, “Have not almost all the
Governments in the world always been in the wrong
on religious subjects?”’  Where one has used its
power for the propagation of truth,” he adds, * a
thousand have used their power for the propagation
of falsehood.”

Again——

Alexaader Campbell has well said, ** The man who
seels the truth by the test of sincerity, majority,
and antiguity will never find it om esrth. This 18
amply true of the present and all past ages. There
are gincere Turks, Jews, pagans, infidels, There are
many suncient errors, beresies, and sects. And as
for majorities, from Enoch till now, they have
generally, if not always, beem wrong in religion.
Where was the majority when Noah was building
the ark? When Abraham forsook Ur of the
Chaidees? When Lot abandoned Sodom? When
Moses forsook Egypt? When Elijah witnessed
against Ahab? When Daniel and his companions
were captives in Babylon? When Malachi wrote?
When the Baptist preached? ‘When Christ was
crucified? When the Apostles and many of the
fir.s Christiang were persecuted? Let those ponder
this who are always insisting that the majortiy
should rule in religicus things.”

The author goes on to say—

John Locke, the great Christian philosopher, says,
““ An error i8 not better for being common, nor
the truth for having lain neglected; and if it were
put to vote anywhere in the world, I doubt, as
things are managed, whether truth would have @
majority, at least, while the authority of men,
and not the examinstion of things, must be its
measure.”~* Egsay on Human Understanding,” Bk.

. IV., ch, 3, sec. 6.

Majority rule in religious things is the cry
of either a bigot or a persecutor.
OrprosITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWMAN:  That is 1y honest
opinion. I know that certain members of
this party have given a pledge to vote for
this Bill, but I also know that on the prin-
ciple of retaining our secular form of
education the whole of the party are at one
with the opinions I have uttered this after-
noon. There is not a member of this party
who would like to see our present system
of education altered, though I have no
doubt that those members who gave a pro-
mise or pledge to support the Bill will keep
that promise. Omne energetic ambassador on
this particular question, Archdeacon Gar-
land, went out of his way, in my opinion, to
do an unfair thing to those who gave a
promise to vote for the Bill

Mr. Kroan: He is doing so still.

Mr. BOWMAN: That gentleman stated
that those members were going to break
their promise, and he made that statement
before they had spoken, or had an opportu-
nity of speaking, on the question. He in-
sinuated that certain members of the party
were under the dominance of some other
power. I should like to tell that reverend
gentleman that this party, as I know it, is
as free from any interference from any religi-
ous body as any political party in Australia.
We, as a party, not only here, not only in
the Commonwealth, but I think throughout
the world, have done more fo break down
prejudice and religious bigotry than any
other political party that has ever existed.

OrrostTioN MemBzrs: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWMAN: We have another gentle-
man coming from the State of New Somth
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Wales, who is held up as a paragon which we
should copy-—that is the Rev. Dill Macky.
I do not know whether the hon. gentleman
in-charge of the Bill had anything to do with
his coming here, but he is a man who is sow-
ing the seed of sectarian discord, a man who
has wilfully lied against this party, a man
who has declared publicly that we are under
a certain domination. I say that it is a
lie from beginning to end, and he is & dis-
turber who has no right to come into a com-
murity such as we have in Queensland—
which has lived for years without this sec-
tarian bitterness—and stiv up discord as he
has during the last few weeks.

OppostTioNn Mrmeers: Hear, hear!

Mr., Kroeu: Would you expect anything
else from a man like that?

Mr. BOWMAN: I do not know who are
the parties responsible for-bringing that gen-
tleman here, but I say it is unfair for a man
like the Rev. Dill Macky to come here and
make the wilful mis-statements he has made
at Ipswich, Brisbane, and in other parts of

" Queensland. Thank God, so far we have
been free from religious strife in Queens-
land! But I do believe—I would be sorry if
it does come about—that by the introduction
of this matter we are likely to get sectarian
differences.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
You are evidently trying to make it so.

Mr. BOWMAN: Do you think I am going
to stand here and keep my mouth closed
against & man coming here from New South
Wales and lying against the party I have
the honour to lead? What does the hon. gen-
tleman take me for? I say he has made a
wilful mis-statement of facts. I would like to
use a stronger term, but I would probably
be called to order by you, Sir, if T made use
of it. I do not know whether the reverend
gentleman is in league with the hon, gentle-
man who is at the head of the Department of
Public Instruction or not.

The SEORETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:

That is very unfair. I know mnothing aboub
him.
Mr. BOWMAN: Just as fair as your cry
about me creating sectarian strife. I have all
my days always endeavoured to act, not the
part of a bigot, bus to be tolerant of all oreeds
and all nationalities. I have been taken to
task more than once for actions I have done,
but what I have done I have done in that
tolerant spirit, with the view of not hurting
any section of the communily, irrespective of
their creed or nationality. Now, I know that
the object, not only of the Rev. Garland but
also of the other gentleman I have referred to,
is to use an influence at the present time, and
1 know that the Rev. Garland has personally
used his influence with some members of this
party, and threatened them that if they did
not vote for this measure, with what might
happen. _

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Why not deal with the Bill?

Mr. BOWMAN: T have dealt as fully with
the Bill as the hon. gentleman did. I am
dealing with the effects of this Bill, which I
think will not be to the advantage of Queens-
1and. These clergymen are to have an hour a
day, or five hours a week; if the school com-
mittee agrees, it is there. If you can get a
committee that is favourable to a clergyman
going o the school for an hour every day in
the weelk, he can go.  The hon. gentleman re-

191028

[17 Aveust.]

Acts Amendment Bill. 481

ferred Yo the one-room schools, and it was
very interesting to listen to the evasive way
in which he treated the matter.

OprosrTioN Mzrmeers: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWMAN: The bulk of our schools

are one-room schoolg—-—
Mr. McLacuzan: And one-teacher schools.

Mr. BOWMAN: Yes; and if a clergyman
goes there, and half belongs to one denomina-
tion and half to another denomination, the
one-half has to go outside while the other half
is being taught this religious lesson. Now, is
that fair? Is it fair that a teacher who may
have conscientious scruples againsh teaching
certain doctrines or certain lessons should be
asked to do it? Is it right? I hope we will
be able to get an amendment; at any rate we
shall test the Government on this point—ihat
there shall be a clause in our Education
Act—a conscience clause for the school teacher
—if they conscientiously believe that they can-
not teach the lessons as supplied to them, that
they will have the right to refuse.

The PreMIER: They will not have to teach
them.

Mr. BOWMAN: What does the hon. gen-
tleman expect the teachers to do?

The Premizn: If he is a sceptic, I expect
him to maxe the children under him sceptios.

Mr. BOWMAN: The hon. gentleman knows
something about scepticism, I admit; but there
are men, nobt merely those who are infidels or
agnostics, but conscientious men and women
who believe in the Christian religion, be they
Protestant ‘or Catholic, and they are con-
scientiously opposed to Bible teaching in State
schools.

OpposiTioN MzeuBerg: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWMAN: Half the Presbyterian
Church of Queensland is against it, and the
bulk of the Congregationalists are opposed to
it. I know a conference was held some two
years ago, and I think the clergymen, with
one or two dissentients, carried a resolution
against Bible teaching in State schools.

The PrevMier: All the Presbyterians are not
against it.

Mr. BOWMAN: I know the hon. gentleman
claims to be a Presbyterian, and I cannot
understand him carrying this into effect. I
know the clergyman he sits under, the Rev.
Mr. Gibson, who is perhaps one of the most
learned men we have in the Presbyterian
Church—

Hon. B. Priir: What nonsense you talk—
the most learned man! .

Mr. BOWMAN: I say one of the mosh
learned.

Mr, MurpHY: Are you going to have a row
over this? (Laughter.)

Mr. BOWMAN: In spite of what the hon.
member for Townsville says, I know the
opinion of the clergymen in Brisbane in regard
to the Rev. Mr. Gibson. Of course you have
the whole of the Roman Catholics against
this, and the reason that has been given this
afternoon is that they have their own schools ;
and the majority of the people of Queensiand,
or s large number of them, at all events, are
opposed to it. 1 think myself that the izere
reading of a lesson in the school without any
cxplanation would be next to use-
less to the average. child who was
there. In the last clause of the
Bill I think you will find there a provision
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that any parent who may have a conscienti-
ous objection to his child being taught reli-
gicus subjects, or attending the service when
stch religious instruction is given, can arrange
for that child to leave the school while the
lesson is being given. I would suggest to the
Minister that it would be a wise thing to add
a provisc to the Bill giving the teacher the
same privilege—that is, if any teachers in the
State schools are conscienticusly oppesed to
teaching religion in the schools, they should
not be asked to teach such religious lessons.
1 thing it would be simply fallacious to have
here reading taught in the schools without
some explanabion of what the children have
read being given also. I trustto getan amend-
ment inserted in the Bill giving that privilege
to teachers—that they may be exempted from
taking part in this religious instruction if they
so desire. I also referred this afternocon to the
difference of opinion that existed to-day
amongst clergymen regarding the alteration
of our system of education, and I touched on
the fact that certain schools paid for their own
education—that is, they have not only paid for
establishing their own schools and maintaining
them, but also contributed to the building and
maintenance of our present secular system of
education. Now, I have never yet heard any
serious objection to that. While these de-
nominations might think that they can better
educate their children under their own system,
yet they bhave to contribute their quota
towards the maintenance of the State schools.
The only objection I have to raise is that
these schools should not be asked to pay for
denominational aid to our State schools, or to
it being included in our State school system.
While they pay for their own schools and con-
duet their own schools, it is a hardship on that
section of the community that they should be
compelled to pay for denominational aid to
the State schools as well. It does not matter
how we view this matter, we know that that
is so. You can have your various denomina-
tions, and have your missionaries or cate-
chists, as they have them now in New South
Wales, as I saw in the report of the New
South Wales Public Instruction Department
which I read to-day. I do not purpose
keeping the Ilouse very much longer on this
question. This question has been proclaimed
by the Government as a non-party question.
The Hon. the Premier said he would not
attempt to dictate to any man to vote against
his conscience on this question. I hope when
the next vote is given that hon. members will
throw aside all party considerations and vote
against any alteration of the system that to-
day, I believe, is giving general sabisfaction.
I feel certain if that system is altered, then
there will be a desire, and that at no distant
date, to bring us back again to the system as we
know it to-day, and that is the system of purely
secular education. During my remarks to-day
I have spoken warmly at times on this question
because 1 felt that some injury was being
done not only to myself, not only to the party
which I am leading, but to a large section in
this community, that we were simply doing a
certain work to benefit a certain denomination.
1 believe that if this Bill is carried you will
find a great deal of dissatisfaction existing in
consequence. But I trust that the secular
systern which, as I have stated, has already
existed in this State now for thirty-five years,
and has given general satisfaction, will be left
ag it is, because the name of the author of the
Bill providing that education is a name that is
revered to-day for the Act he placed on the
statute-book. And yet to-day we are asked
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to repeal a portion of that Act. It may be
said that the system which we are going fo
introduce will be for the benefit of the children
who are taughb in our State schools. I think
I have given an answer to thai already this
atternoon when I gave an example of two
States of the Commonwealth that have worked
under a system similar fo ours as against one
State which it is sought to emulate hers—
namely, New South Wales. In that book,
written by Colcord, ‘“The Rights of Man,”
he gives one example where a State school
teacher may come into conflict with the Sab-
bath school teacher. I think it is worth quot-
ing, just to show what has happened in New
South Wales, and just to show exactly what is
taking place in that State. That is what he
says—

The logiéal vesults of the State attempting to
tepch religion ars well illustrated in the following
incident, which ovcurred not many years ago in

w South Wales, near
. The tcacher, a HMethodist, sslected as o
e study for her olass the record concerning
Mebuchadnezzar’s dream. The gold, silver, brass,
and iron of the great image were explained by the
teacher to represent the succeeding kings of the
ian Bmpire. One little gixl in the class
ated from the application, and when asked the
resson replied “that she had heen taught by her
Sabbath school %eacher that the differsnt paris of
ths image rcpresented the four kingdoms of Baby-
lon, Medo-Persin, $@recia, and Tiome.” The
tescher, not fecling inelimed to admit of superior
knowledge in the child, demanded that she should
say it as she said it, on pain of punishment. This
the little girl rvefused to do, and the cane was
applied accordingly.
I do not know whether we will have similar
experience here in Queensland.

The BeEcRrTARY ¥0R PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Do yousknow the girls are not caned here?

Mr. BOWMAN: It does not matter whethex
it is a girl or a boy, I think I am justified in
simply applying that as the differenge of
opinion that exists, or that did exist, between
the BState school teacher and the Sunday
school teacher. While I have spoken some-.
what strongly this afternoon, I do not wish
any hon. member in this Chamber or anyone
outside of it to think for a moment that my
antagonism to this Bill is from a religious
standpoint. It is not. I have my own belief
in religion, and I give credit to every other
man for having his, but I am convinced that
to teach religion in our State schools will tend
to create a sectarian spirit which happily we
have been free from in Queensland up to the
present time. I do not think there is an hon.
member in this Chamber who has watched the
sectarian spirit in New South Wales but will
admit that perhaps for sectarian spite it is the
greatest example we have in Australis to-day.

OrrostTioN MEMRERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWMAN: Now, let us hope that the
future of Queensland will be as free in that
respect as its past, and I believe that by the
rejection of this measure we shall go a long
way to keep our State free from that strife.
One has only to read the correspondence in
our daily Press to understand what this sec-
tarian spite will mean if this Bill takes effect,
and I think that after such a happy experi-
ence as we have had, even in despite of the
vote that has been given, we should not depart
from our present system. Some electors in my
electorate who have conversed with me on this
subject say they did not vobe merely for the
interests of the children in the metropolitan
arsa, bub it was in the interests of those in
the far Western districts of Queensland, and

ne of the public schools of We
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that was a cry that was raised by many of the
clq?gymeq who have advocated this policy of
religious 1ustruction in Btate schools.

.The SECRETARY FoR PUBLIC INSTRUOTION :
What did the clergymen do who were nof
favourable to it? A great many of them were
not favourable to it.

Mr. BOWMAN: What did they do? I am
sorry to say that they, like many others who
were opposed to it—Dboth members of this
House and members of other denominationg—
they lay very dormant during the agitation
which took place and brought about this
result. I am confident that had there been as
much activity in the orgenisation of the
oppevents of the measure as thers was by
those in favour of that referendum, it would
have been defeated overwhelmingly through-
oub Queensiand,

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWMAN: I feel sure of that, but [
explained, I think, on the Address in Reply
that there were hon. gentlemen who abstained
from criticising, or even advocating it, because
they believed 1t would have the effect of injur-
ing the chanceg of the Federal fight we were
engaged in. No better example can be fur-
nished than the leader of this House, who
made it his boast, as well as other members
in this House—and I think I was one of them—
that I would do my best to defeat the Bill. But
the hon., gentleman never raised his voice.
And why? Because, as he fold us when
delivering his speech on the Address in Reply,
he had *‘other fish to fry.”” He had some-
thing which was more important for the time
being than this. Now, this is of very great
importance ab the present time 1in the
minds of those people who do not want
to see an alteration of our system. I know
that while there has been a majority of 600 in
Fortitude Valley who have voted in favour
of this, I stated on the Address in Reply—
and I state here to-night—that I am prepared
to take the consequences of that vote, and
simply cast my vote against any alteration of
our present educational system, because I
believe it has worked well. I believe that the
men who cast their vote against the Bill, while
they may think they would be discredited by a
number of electors throughout Queensland,
when it comes to be realised that their action
is one that will preserve peace and content-
ment amongst the people, which it has been
our lot to enjoy for many years, I feel certain
that rather than any discredit being attached
to them, they will get credit if they vote
against the Bill. I am prepared to vote
against the Bill, and to offer all the opposi-
tion I can to defeat it in all stages, because
I belisve we are doing well at the present

_#ime. I have tried by interjection, I have
tried even in my speech, to draw the Minister
for- Public Instruction as to what is going to
be dropped out of the present curriculum, but
T esannot get the information. The hon. gentle-

man does not know; he does not know what -

‘will be' done, and it is a strange thing. We
have officials at the head of our Education
Department who are a credit to the Common-
wealth=—(hear, hear!)—men who understand
what is necessary  for our youth., They will
have to- drop some subjeet out of the curri-
culum. ~ MNow, what is it to be? It may be a
subject of great importance to thess children.
And simply to satisfy the cry of men who have
taken a very keen interest in the agitation to
ses-this broucht about, who have fthreatened
memhers of Parliament that if they do not do
gortain things they can look out, this Bill is
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introduced. So far as I am concerned, they
can do their best to defeat me on any oppor-
tunity I have of standing in the future, bub
that is not going to deter me from doing what
I conceive 15 a right thing—that is, to pre-
serve a system of education that has been
enjoyed for thirty-five years. If there was any
possible chance of taking the opinion of the
whole of the 280,000 people who are on the
rolls to-day, I am certain that the progent
sducational system would not be altered, and
there would be no danger of any sectarian
strife—we should go along on peaceful lines as
v;ve.ha..ve been doing. Anything I can do
during the different stages of the Bill to defeat
it, or even to modify it in some way, I will
do, realising that I am doing my dufy in the
interests of those who voted against it.
Religion can be taught in three avenues of
life—in the church, the proper place for it; in
the Sunday school; and in the home. Some
h‘on. members may think that the home is not
the placs, but if any father or mother can
instil religious prineciples into the minds of
their children when they are young, it will
bave a splendid moral effect upon their life.
I have to thank my father and mother for the
training I got; I have to thank the church and
the Sunday school. I say that if you depart from
these three avenues, you are departing from
something that is held in respect not only by
myself and members of this party, but by the
majority of members sitting in this Chamber.
But that referendum was taken just because
there is a force to-day, and at the head of
that force is Archdeagon Garland, who is
determined that this shall be done—mnot so
much that the Bible may be taught in the
schools—not  s0 much that thers may be
religious lessons in our reading books—but
that they may get an entrance into the
schools. They have enough to do in their
churches; and I venture to say that there are
many olergymen .who, if they do their duty,
have little time for going into the State
schools. :
OrrogiTioN MrmsErs: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOWMAN: We have a system at the
present time that we are proud of, and I
appeal to hon. members opposite, sesing that
this is a non-party question, to vote against
the second reading of the Bill, and let us, for
once and all, take the responsibility, realising
that the past has been a very screditable one.
We know not what the future may have in
store, and I trust that we shall let alone a
record that we are proud of, and even con-
tinue it rather than interfere with it by
introducing religious teaching in the State
schools—sa thing that. in my opinion, should
be kept altogether apart from our secular
system of education, If we do that, then we
shall go on in the same happy and contented
spirit that it has been our lot to enjoy for the
last thirty-five years.

OrprosIrION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER, who was received with
cheers, said: The hon. member who has just
sat down was good enough to quote the Pre-
mier as having said that he would not try
to force any man’s conscience in this matter.
I wan} to repeat that staterment fo-night. I
do not foree, or attempt to force, nor have T
at any time aftempted, nor do I intend to use
any personal influence whatever to induce any
hon. member to vete for this Bill.

GoverNMENT MpemBrrs: Hear, hear!
The PREMIER: I told the House that no

man was responsible to me in this matter,
His responsibility is to & very much highes

Hon, W. Kidston.1
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authority—the people of Queensland. Each
man for himself must face that responsibility,
whether he votes for the Bill or whether he
votes against it. I have listened with a good
deal of pleasure——almost amusement—to the
very earnest speech of the hon. member, and
I regret exceedingly that he allowed the
strength of his beliefs to permit him to be
guilty of what I think two blemishes in his
speech. In one place he said—possibly it was
just on the spur of the moment—‘The Pre-
mier is not game to act upon his real opinions
on this matter.”” Now, there are no matters,
perhaps, on which decent, intelligent men,
who have given any thought to it, feel more
strongly than the question of religion, and
questions involved in religion——
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: And I would suggest that
we should, as far as possible, avoid this kind
of thing. I do mot think it will conduce to
reasonable action on our part, or to a wise
settlement of the difficulty, to have such
statements made as that ‘‘ the Premier is not
game.”

Mr, Coyne: Thet is mild to what will come
after, . ]

The PREMIEBR: I am not troubled in a
personal sense about it. I am quite prepared
to take the Premier’s part whenever any man
chooses to attack him.
~ Mr. Covxe: Nobody is talking about the
Premier. We are talking about the people of
Queensland.

The PREMIER: I would point out that
that kind of temper is not the kind of temper
that is likely to conduce to a wise and reason-
able settlement of the question.

Mr. Nrvitr: No matter what you do, it
will not be settled.

The PREMIER: A" very courageous man
may not be at all ashamed to admit that he
is not game to do & thing which he thinks 1s
wrong. Now, it is wrong for any member of
this House to attempt to come between the
people of Queensland and the expression of
their will, and no democrat—-—

Mr. Ferr10Ks: Oh, bosh! It's a wonder the
word doesn’t choke you.

The PREMIER : Not people who profess to
be democrats because they happen to be mem-
bers of a particular party; but no man who
really is a radical in politics—no man who
really understands what democracy means—
should be game to set himself against the ex-
pressed wish of the people of Queensland. He
may try—and he is quite justified in trying—
to persuade them to his way of thinking, and
the more earnestly and the more strongly he
tries to persuads them to his way of thinking,
the less he is justified—having failed to per-
suade $hem to his way of thinking—just be-
cause he happens to be in this position, in
using his power to force his personal opinions
down their throats.

Mr. O’Svirivan;: His religious opinions,

The PREMIER.: That is a thing that any
decent man may admit he is not game to do.

Mr. O’SvniivaN: What about the old
Covenanters?

The PREMIER : The hon. member who has
just sat down made a long speech—I am not
complaining of its length, but merely state
the fact that it was a long speech and a very
earnest speech; but I submit that it was a
gpeoch which from beginning to end had
almost no connection whatever with the gues-
tion before the House.

GovERNMENT MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

[Hon. W. Kidston.
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The PREMIER: What is the question be-
fore the House?
Mr. FERRrICKS: Sectarianism.

The PREMIER: No; that may be the ques-
tion in the mind of the hon. member,

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. FErrIcks: In the mind of the House.

The PREMIER: But that is not the ques-
tion before the House; that is not the question
that should be discussed. This is the question
befors the House: Two years ago the Parlia-
ment of Queensland, by 49 votes to 15—

Mr. ALLEN: That was not this Parliament,
though.

Mr. O’Svrrivan: There are sixteen new
members since then,

The PREMIER: Decided to refer a parti-
cular question to the decision of the people
of Queensland.

Mr. PAvNE: It was wrong.

The PREMIER: I presume the then Par-
liament of Queensland was quite competent
to decide on such a matter.

Mr. O’Svrrivan: Don’t you think that they
could do wrong?

The PREMIER: I presume the Parliament
of Queensland was quite entitled to exercise
its powers and its judgrments, and say whether
the question should be remitted to the people
or not.

Mr. Harpaorg: No; it had the power, but
not the right,

The PREMIER: The Parliament of
Queensland, acting in its representative
capacity, decided to submit for the judgment
of the people a most important question—as
important & public question, I think, as 1t
oould have submitted.

Mr. Harpacre: A religious question—not
& public question. It was a private question.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Harpacrs: How can you call a reli-
gious question a public question?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order!
I would point out to hon. members that the
Premier is making an important speech, and
hon. members will have an opportunity of
replying to his arguments afterwards,

HowouraBLE MrmBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: The representative branch
of the Parliament of Queensland, in the exer-
cise of its undoubted right and judgment, and
by the very large majority of 49 to 15 on the
second reading—a thres to one majority—
declared that the wise way to settle this ques-
tion was to remit it to the people. When Parlia-
ment did that, ittook away from itself its repre.
sentative character in regard to this question.
The people discussed the matter, or should
have discussed the matter; and the people

who objected to the thing being
[7.30 p.m.] carried in the affirmative, just
in the same way as the people

who wanted it carried, had an absolute right

to take every lawful means to persuade the
peopls to vote “ Yea” or “Nay.” The hon.
member has reminded mse that I said I would
do my best to persuade the people that they
should vots ““No,” and he has reminded me
that I found, when the actual time came, I
had ““other fish to fry,”” which I considered
of more importance even than this question.
Hon. members opposite are just in the same
boat with me in regard to that matter. But
where did they go and make a propaganda?
Where did they go snd try to persuade the
people of Queensland to vote “No’'? They :
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thought there was a better way; they
thought the people might vote any way they
llkeda and when the question came back to
Parliament they would force their own way
down the people’s throats.

OrposiTioNn MemsErs: Oh, oh!

The PREMIER: I do not imagine that
was really their notion—that was looking too
far forward. The fact of the matier is that,
just Ike myself, they were so concerned
atout the Feders! elsction that they let every
other question stand for the time being and
left the people of Queensiand to taKe their
own way in regard to this matter. But
whet right have I now to complain that the
people of Queensland voted *“ Yes,”’ or that
they voted *“No”? If I had used my best
powers, and if every other man had used his
best powers, during the time of the referen-
dum, what right have we to complain after-
wards? Itisanimpertinence for any member of
this House to call in question the right of
the people of Queensland fo wvole in any
way they liked on this matter. (Hear, hear!)
The men who put the referendum in the fore-
front of their platiorm and then question the
right of the people to vote ‘‘ Yes” on some
particular referendum—I wender 1f they see
the logical attitude.

Mr., Lesina: We seitled our attitude on
the question of secular education.

The PREMIER: In fact, as the Minister
for Education sald in moving the second
reading of the Bill, every member of this
House who voted for the second reading of
the Referendum Bill, and agreed to remit
the question to the people of Queensland, is
bound by the decision of the people of
Queensland. I go much further. I do not
care whether a man voted for the Referendum
Bill or against it, every member of this House
is under an obligation to abide by the decision
of the people of Queensiand

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: No matter what his
personal opinions are.
Mr. Harpacre: Nob in matters of religion.

The PREMIER: I will deal with that later.
That is my attitude. I do not think, after
the matter has been lawfully decided by the
vote of the people, that any citizen of Queens-
land, whatever his opinions might be before-
hand, has a right to set himself against the
officially expressed wish of the people of
Queensland. He can seek to give the people
another opportunity of expressing  their
opinion on the matter, and can do his best
to persuade them that their former decision
was unwise; bub, while that decision lasts,
every citizen of Queensland, whether he is a
member of this House or not, ought to pay
respect to it.  And the man who comss into
this Chamber and presumes upon his position
to interfers in a malter which the people of
Queensland have not left to him to interfere
with or to settle, but which they have already
settled for themselves, is guilly of a wost
undemocratic impertinence.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS:
Opposition laughter.

Mr., Ryrano: Will you give them another
opportunity ?

The PREMIER: What is the use of asking
me if T will give them another opportunity?
What will the people of Queensland say if
we refuse to give effect to thelr wish as
expressed at the last referendum? Will they
“If we do mnot vote as you wish

Hear, hear! and
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us to vote, will you ask us %o vote a third
time?’ There is only one honest way for
a democrat to deal with this matter—(Uppo-
sition laughter)—and that is to provide the
proper machinery for giving effect to the
wishes of the people, and then take as
strong action as you please to iry and per-
suade them to reverse their decision. The
Minister, in moving the segond reading, had
a great deal to say by way of showing how,
whatever might be sald sbout the majority
cast in this particular case, there was a
large number of members in the House who
would not be in the Tlouse at all if the same
rule was applied to their election which they
were wanting to apply to-the voting on this
referendum. The ‘leader of the Opposition,
very wisely I think, admitted practically the
whole of the claim made by the Minister
as to the msajority and the percentages. But
it is no use wasting tme in discussing what
the majorities were. Hon. members on both
sides who are going to oppose the passing
of the Bill know that, whatever the majori-
tles were, it would not alter their opinion.
I have shown that the majority was a far
larger majority—two and a-hall times the
majority—that carried Queensland into fede-
ration. The declared will of the majority of
the people is there, and my opinion is that
the clear duty of members of this House is to
provide the machinery for giving effect to
their wishes. As I said before, when speaking
on this subject, I believe very largely with
many members opposite, and some members
ou this side, in regard to the abstract question
of religious instruction. I have never inade
any disguise about that. I believe that the
education in our State schools should be free,
secular, and compulsory. (Hear, hear!) And,
indeed, I am inciined to go even further. I not
only question the right of the State to indoe-
trinate into the minds of the children par-
ticular views on religious questions, I am
very much inclined to challenge the right
of the parent to indoctrinate the soft and
plastic mind of the child with cut-and-dried
opinions on the most difficult question in
rhilosophy that the mind of man has ever
yet grappled with. You take the little child,
whose mind is so soft that you can put any
impression on it that you like, and hecause
he is your child you forget that he has an
individuality of his own, and stamp upon
his mind for all time your own opinions
and philosophy.

Several Honouvrapre MruBERS inferjecting,

The PREMIER said: If hon. members are
not capable of listening guietly, I wish they
would go outside; I am discussing a serious
and important qusstion.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already
asked hon. members to refrain from these
numerous interjections. Interjections are dis-
orderly, and as it would be unfair to blame all
hon. members for making them, I shall in
future adopt the practice of mentioning the
name of the member who makes interjections,
and ask him to discontinue.

The PREMIER: 1 admit that it is the
privilege of the parent to educate his child in
morals, and I go further, and say it is not
only the privilege but it is the duty of the
parent to see that his child is educated in
morals, not only by precept, but by the most
effective way in which morals can be taught—
that is, by example. But that is not neces-
sarily teaching religion, that is not teaching
the philoscphy which underlies all systoms of

religion, and 1 seriously guestion the right

Hon. W. Kidston.
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aven of the parent to stamp upon the young
plastic mind of the child his own particular
philosophy of religion.

Mr. Forzy: Even the parsons themselves
cannot agree about it.

The PREMIER: The very ablest men and
the very highest intelligences the world has
over known have been unable to agree on the
math ny things they do agree about, bub
as to she philosephy underlying reiigion the
ablest men the Wm has known, after ’xoﬂg
years of eavnesn n p@t;e’xt wuly, are not,
I am afraid, varv mach wiser than the most
of us. And T o nob think the parent has any
righ d opinions in regard to this
1mpor a6 viues n on the mind of the young
child-—opinions that will colour all his oplmons
as long as he lives; but if it is the right of
the parent to do tHau, I say it is a right which
should be very oarefully exermscd If there
is any doubt about the parent’s right in this
mwatter, I have no hesxbat‘ovz in saying that
there is no doubt about the State not having
a right, which it can only get from the parent.
(Hear, hear|) The leader of the Opposition
was perfectly right, in my judgment, when he
sald that if many hon. members of this House
voted as they really feit in this maiter they
would vote against this Bill. "I have never
made any disguise about my_ personal views
on the ma,tter I never made any disguise
about the fact that I would vote against this
Bill if I considered I had the liberty to do so.
I voted against the introduction of religious
instruction in Stabe schools when the referen-
dum was taken, and, as I said before, I would
vote against it again if the question were sub-
mitted again to-morrow. But “the attitude I take
up is that because I happen to be in a position
of power I have no right to misuse that power
and thrust down the throats of the people of
Queensland my personal opinions upon a
matber of this kind. I have every right to try
to persuade them that this is a wrong step
to take, but I have no right to flout their ex-
pressed wish. What is the good of tellmg me
that the majority has no right to do that?

Mr. Harpacrr: You said so yourself.

The PREMIER: I did not say the majority
had the right to do everything. You may
argue in an abstract way, and quote from
John Stuart Mill and others of that school of

hl‘osophers tc show that majority rule is
imited hers, there, and everywhere, but if
you cannot pers ade the majority to do right,
what is the use of such an argument?

My, O’Surrivan: Don’t confuse right with
might.

The PREMIER: I do not confuse them at
all.  If the majority make this rule t‘mt is
their hght and I advise the minority, if they
strongly dissent from that, to clear out and go
elsewhere. Tt simply comes to this: That the
wishes of the majority, backed by the might
of the majority, is the only safe rule for any
democratic community.

Mr. Hampacrz: That was the doctrine in
the old days of p“l‘SE\COulon 400 years ago,
when if you did not believe with the majority
you were burned at the stake.

The PREMIER: The 1eauer of the Opposi-
tion dealt with a large number of matters,
which I shall hast ﬂy glanc‘, at. In many of
them I agree with him. nly want to pomu
out that exght tenths of fhs arguments that
he used were vitiated by this one circumstance
—that they had nothing whatever to do with
the question before the House.

[Hen. W. Kidston.
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Mr. BowmaN: The whole thing is the ques-
tion of secular versus religious education in
State schools

The PREMIER: What is the good of trymg

to confuse the issue? What is the good of
tr to disguse the fact that yon axe in an

unter nable position by misstating the gquestion
we have o desl with? We have not io setble
in this Bill whether ther, is to be religious
edunation in Biate schools or not. Thai has
been settled already by the peopls of Queens-

‘vir Bowuax: Why repeal the principal Act
if there ig no changse?

The PREMIER: I do not say there is no
change proposed. I BB] we are PO\; making
the change, we are only nrov;mng the
machinery to enabie the ’peo;ne of Queensland
to make the change. The neople of Queens-
land have decided that the change has to be
mads, and what right have we %o come .
hetween them and their decision? We are no
longer the representatives of the people of
Queensland in this matter. .

Mr. BowxaN: Why are you here then?

The PREMIER: That is the orux of the
position. Who is authorised to speak for the
people of (ueensland on this matter? What
member of this House is aubhorised by the
people of Queensland to speak for them on
this matter? Not one member of the House.
Vet memben arrogate to themselves a power
that does not ‘oeiong to them, that the people
of Queenslaﬂd do not give to them, cmd that,
if they did give it to them, they took from
them when ’rhc‘v voted at this refersndum.
It aruses me to hear the remarks of hon.
members oppos 1te who always speak about
the arrogance of the Premier. Why, the
Premier 18 tho a lmmbLe perscn compared
to the arrogant gentlemen who wish to force
their masters in *hls matber.

Mr. ¥rrricxs: Very humble at the present
time. )

Mr. MurpHaY: There is a lot of Uriah Heep
about him.

The PREMIER: I am just going to deal
with a number of the arguments of the hon.
member, because it is proper that I should
show that they have no bearing on the matter.
He commenced his speech by claiming that we
should have had the expenence of New South
Wales to guide us. The Secretary for Public
Instruction, in the course of his speech, gave
us the experience of New South Wales,

Mr. BowMmaN: A very brief experience.

The PREMIER: I admit that it was very
brief, but so far as it went it was satisfactory
to .this exbent: That the system has not
caused any particular trouble.

Mr. BOWWA‘V. it has been a failure.

The PREMIER: I am not defending the
system there—I would not have it whether it
has caused troubls or not. .

Mr. Kznogu: It has caused 40,800 people to
secede from them.

The PREMIER: How many thousands in
Queensland have seceded without it? The
leader of the Opposition gave us authorities
from New South Wales and Victoria, and
really—if he will excuse me-—he was some-
thing like Balaam, he came to curse and he
remained to bless. (Laughter.) What was the
result of the figures we had from the statis-
tician? That very little advantage had been
taken of the synt m in New South Wales. I
am not sure but what the same will be true
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in Queensland, and that very little advantage
will be taken of it. I am only quoting what
the hon. member gave as an srgument for nob
passing the Bill, and I say that it was not an
argument for not passing the Bill; it was
rather an argument making uvs indifferent to
whether we passed the Bill or not. Then he
gave us comparative figures as to the moral
effects of religious instruction in the several
States, and I entirely agree with the hon.
member. I do not think that religious instruc-
tion in State schools, as this Bill is going to
provide, is going to make the children of
Queensland better children than they are ab
present. I have never been of the opinion
that we have bad children in Queensland.
honestly confess that, so far as I can remem-
ber my own days at school, we were much
worss boys than the boys we see at school
here. (Hear, hear!) I know there has Been
2 great deal of talk on the subject about the
godless education which the youths of Queens-
Jand were gebtingz; the dreadful moral con-
sequences on these young lives, and 2ll the
vest of it. That never affected my opinion ab
all, because I do not think it is true. I remem-
ber going home with a ship’s doctor one fime,
and he was very indignant about some Aus-
tralian youths: he had been one voyage to
Australia, and he seemed to think he knew all
about it, and he talked about Australians
being a godless, dirty lot.

An OrrostrioNn Memerr: Was he a Scoteh-
man? (Laughter.)

The PREMIER: Unfortunately, no—he was
an Englishman—{laughter)—and 1 told him it
was quite possible that the Australians were a
godless lot, but as compared with England,
they were certainly not a dirty lot. I do nof
think, and have never thought, there was any-
thing in that argument. In that matter I
quite agree with my friends opposite, but it
has nothing whatever to do with the second
reading of this Bill,

GoverNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: The hon. member drew
attention to the provisions of the Bill in which
teachers have to give Bible lessons without
comment, and he asked what would be the
result? And when I said it would be to make
sceptics of children who were taught by
sceptics, a number of hon. members opposite
seemed o think that that was a grave admis-
sion. Burely any man who knows anything
about it, knows quite well that if you take a
number of young children and give them
religious instruction, whether you make any
verbal comment or not, the almost inevitable
‘consequences are, that the opinion of the
teacher will be stamped on the minds of the
children.

Orposirion MemBRRS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: Everybody surely knows
that will be the effect, and that is one of the
reagons why I very strongly object to Bible
teaching in State schools.

Mr. MoLacHraw: Will that not have the
sffect of introducing the sectarian element
inte the schools?

The PREMIER: We have been very free in
Queensland  from sectarian strife, and I
heartily join the leader of the Opposition in
hoping that we shall continue to remain im-
munc. (Hear, hear!) I am somewhat afraid
that - religious instruction in State schools,
particularly in country districts, may raise
sectarian differences that otherwise would not
exist, ) .

OpPosITION MEMBRES: Hear, hear!

[17 Avevsr.]
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The PREMIER: But I recognise that this
is a matber that rests with the people of those
districts. This is a counbry where the people
have the right of self-government, and even
the member for Bulloo has no right to manage
the affairs of Queensland different to what the
people of Queensiand want. Seif-governmens
does not necessarily mean good government,
although it will often end in that, but it
means that the people have & right to manage
their own affairs, and even the right fo
manage them badly. The hon. member again
quoted me as saying that this question was no
longer in the hands of hon. members. I have
tried to show that again. It is my whole
contention on this mattsr—that this question
has been removed from the hands of mem-
bers  of this House—that their personal
opiniong in regard to the effects of religious
insgtruction in State schools does not affect
their duty to give effect to the sxpressed wish
of the people. The hon. member told us
when he was speaking that he had read two
books that had evidently illumed his mind
on this matter, and he had changed his
opinion. He was honest enough to admit
that, and I do not blame him for it—I com-
mend him for it. I find that, speaking gene-
rally, the only men who never change their
opinions are men who have no opinions to
chanze—the men who take their opiniens
from other people as they take their por-
ridge—ready made. I do not think that it is
any discredit to any man to admit he has
changed his opinions. You can only judge by
the circumstances as to whether the change of
opinion was justifiable or not. So that I have

no quarrel with the hon. gentle-

[8 p.in.] man because he changed his

opinion, and I will give him this
consolation: Some people told him that be-
cause he voited for the Referendum Bill, he
ought also to vote for this Bill. T give him
this consolation: that in my opinicn what he
did in the Referendurn Bill has nothing what-
over to do with his duty on this occasion.

Mr. Bownaxn: I have got my duty to do,
and I am going to perform it.

The PREMIER: His duaty on this occasion
is to give effect to the wishes of the people of
Queensland, and his own opinions, and the
new philosophy which he has got from the
books he has read, have nothing whatever to
do with the guestion. What right has he,
Lecause he has read some book—and he read
a number of extracts which I venture to say
every member in this House agrees with. He
gave us the funny story about Noah and his
Ark: but what has that got to do with the
business we have to settle? Nothing a$ all.
The fact that the hon .gentleman has changed
his opinion in this matter doss not constitute
him the governor of the psople—

Mr BowwmaN: There is no chance of me
being governor while you are there. You
will be the king all the time. (Laughter.)

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman has
no right whatever to go against the will of the
people. I am not questioning whether his
opinions are right or wrong at all. It is not a
question whether his opinions are right or
wrong, but it is a questicn whether he bas the
right to thrust his personal opinions down the
throats of the people of Queensland and make
them do what he wants, and not what they
themsolves desire. Thai is the position. I
am quite oubside the hon. gentleman’s quarrel
with Archdescon Carland and Dr. Dill Macky.
T am not concerned with that. It has nothing

Hon. W. Kidston.]



488 State Education

at all to do with the matter.. The hon. gentle-
man dealt at some length with the details of
the provisions in the Bill. The only one ques-
tion that can be legitimately raised in connec-
tion with this Bill is: Does it embody the
resolutions which the people carried?

OrpostrioNn MzmeErs: No, nol
GoverNMENT MEMBERS: Yes, yes!

The PREMIER: Does this Bill embody the
resolutions which the people ocarried at the
referendum?

GoveRNMENT MEMBERS: Yes.

The PREMINR: If it does not do that,
then we should make it do that. We should
alter it and make it embody the resolutions
which were carried by the people at the re-
ferendum. Buj if it does that, then I submit
that no member of this House has any right
to oppose it. I have no desire to speak at any
length, hecause I spoke on this matter on the
Address in Reply, but I am anxious—no
matter how members vote—that this question
may be fairly stated. What is it we have got
to vote ahout? The real question is this: Does
this Bill here fairly carry out the resolutions
arrived at by the people when they voted on
the matter—when they took this matter into
their own hands direct and decided it—when
they substituted direct self-government for re-
presentative governinent. All the arguments
that have been used as to whether it is per-
missible to give religicus instruction in State
schools, as to whether our system is s good
systern, as to whether the majority have the
right to settle such questions as this—all these
questions were legitimate and proper when we
were discussing the Referendum Bill. They
were legitimate and proper before the people
voted on the question. Any man—the leader
of the Opposition or any other citizen—had a
perfect right to try to persuade the people of
Quecnsiand that they were going to take away
a good system and substitute a bad system——r

Mr. BowxAx: And so it will prove to be.

The PREMIER : Hvery citizen had a right
to try to persuade the people that they had no
right to interfere in this matter, that they
had no right to vote on this matter, and that
they had no right to settle this matter; but
having failed to do that, I submit that for
any democrat there is only one question left,
and that is that the declared and expressed
will of the peopls of Queensland should be
respected. (Hear, hear!) Do we recognise
that our right as representatives, our right
to speak in the name of the people of Queens-
land, was sbolished—was abrogated on this
one question when the matter was submitted
to the referendum? And I point out again
that any man who seeks to discredit that—
any man who seeks to deny that—is discredit-
ing the whole principle of the referendum.
There will be no more guestions submitted to
the referendum if this House does not accept
the expressed will of the people.

Mr. Bowman: How do you know?

The PREMIER: I mean that thers will be
enormous difficulties in the way of getting this
Parliament or any Parliament to submit a
guestion to the peocple, and ths people will bs
justified in laughing st Parliament if they
submit a question to the people and then,
when the people decide it, refuse to give effect
to the people’s wishes.

GovrrsMENT MaMBERS: Hear, hear!

[Hon. W. Kidston.
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The PREMIER: The question before us
is not our ideas upon religious teaching.
Many of us—myself, for one—hold some ex-
treme opinions on religious matters, and
many members in the House are very earnest,
and hold very conscientious opinions on reli-
gious matters. For that reason I do not geek
to force any man’s vobe, neither by party in-
fluence nor by private influence, one way or
the other. As a matter of fact, when this sub-
ject was first introduced into the House two
years ago, 1 never tried to persuade any man
to vote in any way, either for or against.

GoverNMENT MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: The members of my own
party know that quite well. The one thing
we ought to consider in this matber is this:
Tt is not what we think about religious teach-
ing, but what we consider our duty as demo-
crats. Do we consider it our duty as demo-
crats to try to give effect to the officially ex-
pressed wishes of the people of Queensland?
s there a member of this House who will geb up
on the platform outside and dare to say that he
will not permit the people of Queensland to
do this thing or that? Wil the hon. gentle-
man get up in Fortitude Valley, or will
any other hon. gentleman get up in his con-
stituenoy and say, “If you disagree with me
in this matter I will prevent you from carrying
out your wishes. I will have my own wishes
carried oub, no matter what you may think
about it?”

Mr. Bowxan: I was returned to oppose it.

The PREMIER: And even if you had the
impertinent courage to say such a thing it
does not make it any the more right. None of
us have any right here at all except that the
people of Queensland sent us here. Now,
the question involved in this Bill is a thing
which tbe people have settled themselves;
they have not left it to us to settle ab
@ll.” It is really an impertinence for any
man—either a member of this House or a non-
member—to try to come between the clearly-
expressed wishes of the people of Queensland.
Good government in the end depends, after
all, upon the good sense of the people; it does
not depend upon our keeping the people right;
it dees not depend upon our forcing our wishes
and our opinions on the people and driving
them between two rails. That never created
good government anywhere.

Mr. Harpacrz: That does not deal with
this at all—you are generalising.

The PREMIER: Everyone has a perfect
right to endeavour to persuade the people to
come his way ; they have every right todo what
they usually call “‘educating the people.” But,
after the people have expressed their wish,
they are nob entitled to force another way
on the people, no matter how strongly they
may be persuaded the people have gone
wrong.

. LusiNa: They have a right to fax
unbelievers to teach religion in State schools?

The PREMIER: I have made it quite clear
what my personal opinions are on the ques-
tion of religious education in State schools.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: But I say that the man

. who submits a question to the people, and

when the people have decided that guestion
tries to prevent the will of the people from
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being carried out, may belong to a very holy
organisation, may be a political Pharisee of
the purest order, but he is not a democrat.

GOVERRMENT MrMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: This is my last word on
the matter: A democcrat in this case, what-
ever his personal opinions may be, will en-
deavour to allow the will of the people fo
prevail.

GovernmeENT Memsurs: Hear, hear!

Mr., LENNON (Herbert): The FPremier,
who has just told the Flouse that he has
made his opinions perfeGily clear In this
matbter, has made a statement that will not
receive endorsement in the kouse, for such
a jumble of sophisms, euphemisms, and
“ puzzleisms” I never heard from any public
man in this House before. He started by com-
plimenting, in a somewhat sneering manner,
the speech of the leader of this party,
talked about several blots in his statement,
and wound up by stating that the senior
member for Fortitude Valley had not spoken
about the question at issue at all. And here
we- have had a long speech from the hon.
gentleman who has just resumed his seat,
and he has absolutely said much less about
the subject, and what he has sald must
have confused not only his hearers, but I
verily believe it has confused the hon. gentle-
man himself, and he will possibly never be able
to extricate himself from the kunot in which
he has tied himself on this vexed question.
Amongst cther things, he twits me because
I dared to laugh at some of his remarks;
but I think I have as much right to laugh in
this House as you, Sir, have to sllow those
very peculiar and very often those assumed
chuckles of the hon. gentleman’s when he
thinks he makes a good point. He also asks,
amongst other things, where did members on
this side travel—what did they do to oppose
the referendum in the country—saying that
members on this side did nothing. Members
on this side did not make rash promises like
the hon. gentleman made. He promised that
he would go into the country and do his
best to induce people to vote against the
referendum. He has had to admit that he
did ‘nothing—he had “other fish to fry”—
and so on. He asked us what we did. I
think I have already stated that on every
opportunity afforded me throughout the
greater part of North Queensiand I opposed
this referendum as warmly as I could—in
Cairns, Townsville, Mareebs, and other
places in the Wocthakata electorate, and also
in the Bowen olectorate. Therefore, I con-
sider that, as far as my own duty in that
matter is concerned, I discharged it as well
as the opportunity permitted. I have al-
ready explained that it was thought that the
matter would be injurious to the candidates
for the Federal election, and, therefore, as
that was the opinion hers—not having much
experience of the political feeling abomt
Brisbane—I refrained from going further in
my propaganda, bub anyone who charges me
with neglect of duty is doing me a great
wrong. I did what I conceived to be iy
duty in that matter, as I would do again
if it cropped up. The question which we
have to consider is bound up in the second
clause of this precious Bill, which says that
the word “secular’” is to be repealed in the
principal Act. Now, every utterance of
the hon. member who leads this party—all
his. quotations and the whole trend of his
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speech was directed to show the danger we
are incurring in removing that particular
word from the Act. On that one word the
whole question depends, and notwithstanding
what the Hon. the Premier says about the duty
of hon. members in this House, and that he
says he must do as he iz bid by the people—
I do not know whether he means the whole
of the people, or only a small section of the
people—whether he believes it is Archdea-
con Garland or the Bible in State Schools
Lieague, or the somewhat insignificant majo-
rity that voted against the measure—a small
proportion only of the whole of the vobers—
I am quite at & loss to conceive. But if this
House has nothing to do with i, why are
we wasting time to discuss it at all? If
the people cannot settle it without refercnce
to this House, why does he not manufacture
some msans whereby they could do so? But
the fact that we are discussing the Bill,
which is brought up in this House and has
to pass the other Chamber, carries with it
the convigtion that we have some right after
all, and we are perfectly within our rights
in rejecting this measure if we think fit.
The hon. gentleman spoke about the plastic
mind of a child—that not even a parent, in
his opinion, had any right to instil into that
plastic, tender mind of the child his ideas on
the philosophy of religion. A parent, he said,
has no suchright, and yethe is prepared to give
it to the teachers in the State schools, some
of whom are atheists. This hon. gentleman
is so tender about the plastic conscience of
the child that he would absolutely prohibib
the parents from dealing with them, and yet
he is preparcd to hand them over wholesale
to a body of teachers who profess any re-
ligion or mo religion. Where is the consist-
ency in an argument of that kind? Under
this Bill the State schools of Queensland are
to be made seed plots of sectarianism—that is
the intention of 1t, and that is the intention
of the Bible in State Schools League that has
been at work for many years past. It is
most regrettable that such a thing should
be allowed to pass, and I venture to say that,
if all the people had taken a proper interest
in the matter, as they should have done—
and but for the fact that its very great im-
portance was overshadowed by the great
questions at issue at the Federal election—
we would have had a very different vote.
That iz my firm conviction. The hon. gentle-
man lays down the theory that might is
vight; but it is the first time T have heazd
that argument used, pariicularly in regard
to religion. I do not admit that might Js
right under all circumstances, particularly
in matters of religion. will guote from
the same work on ““The Rights of Man” by
Coloord, page 84. This is the work which
the Premier rolls over his tongue with such
uncton. He claims to be a demoerat, butb
he reminds me of the man who is always
protesting his democracy, and he keeps on
protesting so much that it very often sug-
gests to the minds of his hearers that there
s no true ring in it. Now, on the quesbion
of majority rule, Colcord says—

Mejority rule in religious things is the ery of the
biget snd the persecutor. No one ever asks that
the majority shall rule in religion when he thinka
the majority are not in harmony with his way
of religious thinking. It is only when he stands
with the masses, or with those in power, that he
talks thus. But strip him ef his power, place him
with the few, presoribe a faith fo him which his
conscience rejects, threaten him im tnrn with fine
and imprizcnment if he does not comply, and see

Mr. Lennon.]
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hew gquickly he will repudiate the principle; and
demand gl
to the diclates of
There ib is laid down in very simple language
that we can all understand and appreciate
that in matters of religion particularly—and
indeed in a great many other matters as well
—a raajority has mo right to rule over a
minority. 1 repeat what I have stated befors
in this Chamber that, if ninety-nine men were
4o tell me that I must do this or that in regard
to a matbter of conscience, I would assert my
right, and retain it as long as I could against
the minety-nine.

Mr. Wxirs: Bubt you must submit to a
referendum,
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Mr. LENNON: We have heard that story
betore—it has been given some prominence
to by Archdemcon Garland and others—that
the Labour party is about to break the prin-
cipal plank of its platform—the initiative and
referendum. Why do they not look at the
facts? Why do they not admit that we have
another plank m our platiorm—secular educa-
tion—ea plank that is equally important with
the referendum? We are being blamed be-
cause we refuse to use one plank of our plat-
form to break another. Of course, if we
would do that sert of thing, in a few months
we might—greatly to the satisfaction of hon.
members opposite—smash up all the planks
in our platform. What a joke that wouid be!
Bub we have no intention of doing anything
of the sort. I have explained my attitude in
regard to the referendum. Until the principle.
of the initiative and referendum is affirmed
by this House, and becomss embodied in our
Statutes, I wili not vote for any subject being
referred to the people. That is a perfectly
logical position to take up. That is the
position I took up three years ago, and it is
the cne I maintain now, and the one that I
shall continue to maintain. The Premier says
that it is the duty of every member of the
House to vote as the people have decided.
I do not agrec with him at all. I take the
same ground that I have taken all through,
and say that a majority of the people have
ne right to give any member of this House
directions as to how he is to vote. We know
that it took a very great deal of trouble to get
our splendid Education Act placed on the
statute-book. There was a long fight before it
was done. The people were so wedded to the
denominational system because it was an im-
ported article—because i1t came from the old
country, like many of our observances in this
House, and many things connected with our
daily Iife. They were imported from the old
country, and revereunce is paid to them on
that zccount. W3 imported the system of
denominational education from the old coun-
try, and considered that it was the proper
system; and it was continued for the first
twenty vears or so of the life of this State,
until by and by & more democratic spirit arose
and the people determined to make a change,
and, after a long struggle, secured a secular
vstem of education. 'That has gone on for
thirty-five vears, and has given as much satis-
faction as any system of public instruction
conld give. Now, why not let well alone?
You are introducing a system that will bring
about trouble—a systemn whereby, as the Pre-
mier himself admitted, a feacher shall be per.
mitted to do a thing that the hon. gentleman
would not allow a parend to do. 1t is a matter
of common experience that a man imparting
any kind of instruction—instilling it into the

lagtic minds of youth—to quote the very apt

phfase of the hon. gentleman—unconsciously—-
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I do not say he will do it deliberately—but
unconsciously he will stamp his views upon the
minds of the pupils. There is what the lawyers
call unconscious bias, and that unconscious
bias will exist in the minds of teachers, and
I am satisfied that we are at the beginning of
the time when we shall have proselytising
teachers in our State schools. I do no$ say
they will proselytise of malice aforsthought,
but they will do it unconsciously. I may
possibly be charged with holding an exagger-
ated view; but under the system which some
Government inaugurated a few years ago,
whereby clergymen could go into the schools
and give religious teaching before or after
school hours—s privilege of which thev do
not seem to have largely availed themselves—
in some cases teachers have gone the length
of digtributing Church of Hngland catechisms
to Roman Catholic children.

An Hoxnourasie Mewmzzr: Shocking!

Mr., LENNON: It is shocking. I have a
book here dealing with the system of educa-
tion in Ireland. That system has been referred
to by the advocates of this new-fangled system
they are bringing into Queensland. They
calmly tell you—the Secretary for Public In-
struction will probably tell you—the gentlemen
outside have repeatedly stated that that sys-
tem—which was inaugurated in Ireland about
fifty years ago by Archbishop Whately and
Bishop Murray, of Dublin, acting in colla-
boration—has given general satisfaction in
Ireland.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
When did I ever tell you that?

Mr LENNON: I said that the hon gentle-
man would probably tell us that. I am very
careful when speaking about the hon. gentle-
man. But it has been stated by the leaguers
outside. I am aware that, so far from the
system giving satisfaction in Ireland, it never
did give satisfaction. It has also been stated
by the leaguers outside that the system has
given general satisfaction in New South
Wales.

Mr. Coy®e: The Minister said that.

Mr., LENNON: They have all said that.
But what do they mean by ‘‘general satis-
faction™? “General satisfaction” means that
it is giving general satisfaction to the whole
of the people. The hon. gentleman did not
use the words “the whole of the people,” but
he evidently meant to convey that meaning.
The hon. gentleman is not qualified to judge.
He is absolubely ignorant of the subject. I
can tell him that a very large section of the
people of New South Wales have never been
satisfied with that system.

Mr. Coyne: He only meant the bigots were
satisfied with it.

Mr. LENNON: Probably that is what he
meant.

The Premizr: A large number of people are
dissatisfisd with our present system.

Mr. LENNON: That is so, and they are
dissatisfied with it for very sound reasons, one
of which I will mention. Suppose there are two
men with six children living in the country,
and they decide to give their children a fair
education. I will suppose that I am ons of
those men, and that the other professes a
different religion to the one-in which I be-
lieve. He gets his children educated free,
and T pay as much to educate those children
as he does. I educate my children at my own

cost, and he pays nothing for the

[8.80 p.m.] education of my children. But

now he has the audacity to come
and ask me to pay for the teaching of religion
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to his chiidren. Is that decent or fair or
just? I say it cannot be justified on any
ground. And even if it could be justified on
any ground, it would lead to deplorable re-
sults. The Minister practically admits that
it would lead to sectarian teaching., Xe knows
it is impossible for an earnest teacher to
teach a religious subject without putting into
his teaching some of his own particular lean-
ings, The defenders of the scheme say there
18 to be no comment—that the lesson is simply
to be read; but thak is & farcical idea. What
would be thought if up to the present time
there had been no provision in our curri-
culum for $he teaching of geography, and if it
was decided to commence the seaching of
geography next week, that it was simply
to be read by the children—that there was to
be no comment? The thing is teo ridiculous
for words; and I am astomished that sensible
men should give expression to such ideas, It
has been said that the application of the
systera in Ireland gave general satisfaction;
but I deny that, and I will quote from an
authority which I think will be accepted as a
very good one—Mr. Barry O’Brien’s ‘ Fifty
Years of Concessions to Ireland.” Speaking
of the national education system, he said that
the first board, appointed in 1831, was com-
posed of Anglicans, Presbyterians, and Catho-
Heos; and T may say that the Presbyterians
fought resolutely for their views at every
point. The tendency in Ireland and in other
parts of the British Dominions of the party
called “the Church of England party,” is to
control the situation if possible; and, if this
change is made in connection with our educa-
tion system, it will be nothing more or less
than the beginning of a State church in
Queensland. I think any person who is not
strongly biassed will admit that we have a
great number of religions already.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
Is there a State church in New South Wales?

Mr. LENNQON : I Lelieve there is a tendency
to have a State church; but I would like to
kesp State and church as separate as possible.
In my opinion, if & religion cannot be main-
tained by voluntary subscription it might
very well be allowed Yo pass away. It is not
the business of the State to subsidise a de-
nominabional system in our schools, and it is
admitted by the Premier that we shall have
sectarian teaching if we allow 20 per cent. of
the school time to be given to Fible lessons.
To that extent it will be subsidising religion;
and if that is not getting in the thin end of
the wedge of a State church I would like to
know what is. We are entirely in the dark
a8 to who is to prepare the lessons to be
taught—whether there are to be three com-
missioners, as will he appointed under the
Redistribution of Seats Bill, or Archdeacon
Gariand and others; and we may have the
same experience as the unfortunate people of
Ireland had with Archbishop Whately, who
was so much admired as a highly gilted
churchman by the members of the Church of
Bngland. They think Archbishop Whately
carried out his duties in the best manner pos-
sibls, but it is remarked here that before his
arrival in Ireland he had published a book
called the ‘ Errors of Romanism,”gin . which
he spoke of the Catholic Church as “ a mystery
of iniquity,” and the of Babylon. I will
not pollute my mouth by filling in the blank.
Yet we are told that the people of Ireland
were satisfed with the system provided by
that gentleman. The committee in Ireland
struck out of the “ Lessons ” all reference to
the native land of the children who were to
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use the books. They were not even allowed
to have that splendid poem of Scott’s begin-
ning with the line—

Breathes there & man with soul so dead.
They tried to kill all patriotism in the breasts
of the Irish children; and very likely, if we
allow them to get eontrol of the schools here,
they will try o stamp out all patriotic feeling
in the children of Queensland. Instead of
being allowed fo read that beautiful poem
“Poor Dog Tray,” which would appeal to the
sympathetic Irish heart, they were taught
this little hymn-—

I thank the gondress and tho gs

"Thi 7 my birth bave smiled,

de me in these Christian days
A happy English ehild.
That is what they were taught to sing in
Ireland, Vet we are told that they were
delighted with the gystem of education!

Mr. Kroew: They are not ““ 2 happy English
child 7’ yet.

Mr., LENNON: That went on for many
years. In 18483 Archbishop Whately wrote
another book called “ Christian Hvidences,”
in which he inserted some of the matter which
had been expunged from the “ Lessons.” In
1850 an effort was made to forece bhoth the
“Lessons” and ‘“Christian HEvidences ” into
use among the Catholics. Mr. O’Brien goes
on o say—

The public mind was soon agitated upon the subject,
The alarming ery of * Proselytism in the Nutional
Scheols” wasraised. The books were soon brought under
the notice of the Commissioners. and & resolution was
uitimately passcd (1853) prohibiting their use for the
fature. Upon the ccension of the passing of this
resolution, Archinshop Whately retired from the board.
That goes to show that the people who say
that Archbishop Whately’s system was so much
admired do not know anything about the sub-
ject on which they are so elogquent. I have
shown that the system failed in Ireland; and
iy friend, the leader of the Opposition, has
shown that it failed in New South Wales. 1
think failure was stamped on its face from the
start, and it is doomed to failure in Queensland.
There is no use it blinking the fact that a large
number of people in Queensland have made a
valiant attempt to provide for the education
of their children in their own schools. They
choose to say that they mmust have their own
religicus teaching in their schools, and they
are perfectly right in maintaining thab posi-
tion, so long as they pay for that religious
teaching themselves, and ncbody “has any
right to say them nay. When you interfere
with the secular character of the instruction
imparted in State schools, you com people
who do not belisve in the religious uction
that is to be given to pay their share of the
cost of that instruction.  In the outside dis-
tricts—I do not know whether it is the same
in Brisbane—one-fifth of the money required
for the erection of a school has tc be sub-
soribed locally. For inmstance, at Macknade
£300 had to be subscribed by the local resi-
dents before the department would provide
the balance required o ersct a school at that
place, and the whole, or a great part of that
money, was no doubt subscribed by people
who desired o maintain the present system
of eoducation. The Roman Catholics have
shown their willingness to pay for their own
schools whers religion is taught, but, in addi-
tion fo maintaining those schools at their own
expense, they have to contribute through the

consolidated  revenue towards the cost of
maintaining schools to which they do not send

their childron; and, if this measure is passed,
G . Hre 18
they will be compelled to pay their share of

Mr. Lennon.]
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the cost of giving religious instruction of
which they disapprove. I have already told
the Secretary for Public Instruction, and I
‘repeat the warning, that so surely as this
measure is pub into operation, so surely will
there be a larger percentage of the Roman
* Catholic children withdrawn from our State
schools. Education in this State is now cost-
ing about £4 5s. per head, and with this pro-
posed change it will immediately rise to £5
or more per head, and education will become
a very costly thing for Queensland. According
to the Financial Statement it now costs
£389,000, or in round figures £400,000, per
anoum.  Of course that includes the univer-
sity, technical colleges, and orphanages, but
the expenditure is growing so rapidly that I
am sabtisfied that it will eventually break
down with its own weight. What is more
natural than to expect that those clergymen of
different denominations who will have to enter
schools during school hours in order to give
religious instruction to the children will, after
the lapse of a few years, find that the work
makes such inroads on their time that they
will be impelied to apply to become salaried
officers of the Education Department? And
I dare say the Becretary for Public Instruc-
tion will consider that a perfectly legitimate
thing to ask for, on the principle that ‘““the
labourer is worthy of hig hire,” and will be
able to spaak most eloquently on the point
when the time arrives. I have referred
chiefly to the fact that Roman Catholics ob-
ject to this proposed change in our educational
system. The Presbyterians also object to it,
the Congregationalists, the Baptists, and
many others object to the change. There is
another body, which is not numerically strong,
that objects to this proposal no less emphati-
cally, and T feel convinced that the reasons
they give for their objection will appeal to all
fair-minded members of this House. I have
here a copy of a paper called ‘‘The Signs of
the Times,” published on the 25th of July
last, at a place named Warburton, in Victoria.
An HoxovraBiE MruBrr: What body are
you referring to?

Mr. LENNON: The Seventh Day Adven-
tists, who are not a very strong body, but I
am sure their case will appeal to the fair-
mindednass of members of this House. I do
not question their sincerity, nor do I question
the sincerity of the religious belief of any
man. Writing on this question of the Bible
in State schools, for the purpose of warning
their readers against the danger of committing
the irreparable folly of introducing religious
instruction into Btate schools, they say—

If this movement is suceesstul, it will devolve
upon the representatives of the church to direct in
the preparation of the required books and the
necescary instruction for the use of the teachers
in the schools. The State will then, at the demand
of the churech, and under the guidance of the
church, teach such principles of such a religion as
the majority of the church may agree upon. This
esn be nothing else than s union both of religicn
and the State and of the church and the State. The
very fact that it is thought necessary to introduce
inty this recommendation for religious imstruction
in the public schools a conscience clause, permitting
the withdrawal of a certain class of children while
vants of the State are giving religious
instruction te another class of pupils, demonstrates
most clearly that the proposed plan toth enters
the realm of conscience and violates the true
principles of religious Iiberty. Christian liberty
recogni the right not to believe, as well as the
right to eve, and in a public school the children
of unbelievers ought not to be exposed to contempt
by any exercise which separates them into » distinet
class. Purthermore, the right on the part of the
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State to introduce religious instruction with a con-
scienee clauss, involves the right to do it without a
conscienoce clause.

Once we allow the principle that people have
the right to tell us what brand of religion and
to what exbent religion shall be taught in our
schools, we shall find that they will by and by
endeavour to compel us to practise a certain
form of religion, or fine or imprison us for
refusing to do so.

Mr., Hanrpacrr: Or burn us at the stake.

Mr. LENNON: Or burn us at the stake,
as the hon. member interjects, though cne can
hardly imagine the Secretary for Public In-
struction going so far. On the guestion of
“Tolerance and Intolerance,” the same paper,
at page 353, says—

It is also recommended that ““ from such special
moral und religious training in the sehool, any
parent who may conscienticusly wish to do so ghall
have the right to have his ohild excused.”” This
statement shows clearly that in attempting to give
such instruction the State would be dealing with

- matbers of comsciense—sa fleld entirely outside its

proper sphere. In the words of Justice Orton, of the
Wisconsin Supreme Court: “ The suggestion itaelf
conocedes the whole argument.” When analysed,
this comscience clause iz simply the language of
toleration. The right to permit a child to be
absent from veligious instruction implies the right
to compel his attendance. Toleraticn is not the
opposite of intolerance, but the counterfeit of it.
Both are despotisms: the one assumes the right of
withholding liberty of conscience, the other of
granting it. The principle of toleration in religion
i3 neither a Christian nor an American prineiple.

And I sincerely hope it is not an Australian
principle, We want liberty, not toleration;
and by this measure you are interfering with
the liberty of the subject—a thing that we
have no right to do in matters of this kind.
It is often said that ““fools rush in where
angels fear to tread,” and I very much fear
that if we are not careful that adage will be
strongly exemplified in this matter of religious
instruction in State schools. The same paper
further says—

Religion, to be effeotive, must be positive and
explicit. A religion so broad as to be acceptable
to all shades and to mo shades of belief would be
worthless. If taught at all, enocugh should be
taught to save men. Manifestly, this is not within
the province of civil government.

Moreover, to teach moligion successfully, the
teacher must himself be religious. But for the
Btate to require its teachers to be religious is to
make & religious test a qualification for a position
of trust under it, which is unconstitutional.

fanifestly it 1s not within the province of
civil government to impose religious tests on
its citizens, but if our State schocl teachers
have to teach religion, we must have religious
tests in order to satisfy oursslves that the
teachers are qualified to teach that religion.
Then we shall have the sad spectacle of a man
qualified o teach in a school being required to
undergo a conscience test. Is that a desirable
thing to introduce into our education system?
Cur education system has given satisfaction, so
far as it is humanly possible to give satisfac-
tien, for thirty-five years, and I keseech hon.
members to hesitate before perpetrating a
wrong they will never be able to undo.

Mr. COLLINS (Burke): 1 wish to make a
few remarks in connection with the Bill row
before the House, and I may say that I ap-
proach it from the working-class standpoint,
and as a representative of the working classes.
I am opposed very strongly to the introduction
of the Bible in our State schools, and especi-
ally am I opposed to allowing the clergy into
our schools. I may state that, unfortunately
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for myself, I had experience of this religious
instruction in connection with my short school
life, and it was of no advantage to me when
I got out into the world to fight the battle of
life, and I do not think we should allow the
time of our children to be wasted in our State
schools in teaching that which is not useful
to the mass of the workers, becauss, after all,
this is going to apply very severely to the
class which we are supposed to represent in
this House. The history of mankind goes_to
show that where we have had a domination
of the clerics in connection with the education
of the masses they have not been in sympathy
in extending education to the masses of the
workers in any country in the world.

The SrormTaRY rorR PusLic Lanps: They
congerve education.

Mr. COLLINS: They consgerve education to
some extent, and the Secretary for Lands
knows full well that less than fifty years ago
the bulk of the people throughout the British
Empire, and the bulk of the English-speaking
people, were unable to read and write, not-
withstanding that we had the clerics at work
for centuries; and although he may argue that
they conserve education, they conserve it for
the benefit of the few, and not in the interests
of the bulk of the people. Not only that, but
the same arguments that are being used here,
I may point out to hon. members, were used
in the yoar 1870 when the English Education
Act was going through the House of Com-
mons, and at that particular period of time
the nonconformist bodies of the United King-
dom were strongly opposed to the Bible being
introduced in connection with the educational
system. Then, again, we must take into con-
sideration that the. system®we have in the
State of Queensland has existed for a period
of thirty-five years, and the leader of the
Opposition has pointed out that our people, so
far as morality is concerned, are equal to
those of other States in the Commonwealth.

Mr. Arrex: It beats them all.

Mr. COLLINS: As the hon. member for
Bulloo interjects, it beats them all, and that
is something to be said in favour of our edu-
cational system. I will now quote from a work
by Herbert Spencer on education, entitled,
¢ BEducation—Intellectual. Moral, and Physi-
oal.” On page 7, he says—

“But we that have but span-long lives” must
sver bear in mind our limited time for acquisition.
And remembering how narrowly this time is
limited, not only by the shortness of life but also
still more by the business of life, we ought to be
ospecially solicitous to employ what time we have
to the greatest advantage. Before devoting years
to some subjeot which fashion or fancy suggests, it
ig surely wise to weigh with great care the worth
of the results, as compared with the worth of
various alternative results which the same years
might bring if otherwise applied.

And to my mind, in this twentieth century, we
ought not to be asked to allow the time to be
occupied in teaching religion in our schools.
To ‘quote Spencer further, on page 58, he
8ays—

Thus t6 the question we set out with—What
knowledge is of most worth P—the uniform reply is:
Science. This is the verdiet on all the counts.
F¥or direct self-preservation, or the maintenance of
life and health, the all-important knowledge is—
Soience. For that indirect self-preservation which

we ocall gaining a livelihood. the knowledge of -

greatest value is—Science. For the due discharge
of parental functions, the proper guidance is to
be found only in—Socience.

For that interpretation of national life, past and
present, without which the citizen cannot rightly
Tegulate his conduct, the indispensable key is—
Scienae.

[17 Avaust.]
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Alike for the most perfect production and highest
enjoyment of art in all its forms, ths meedful
preparation is still—Scienee. And for purposes of
discipine—intellectual, moral, religious—the most
efficient study is, once more—Science.
I would like to point out that while you are
asking a child in the State schools to learn a
science—say, the science of geology—you are
also, to my mind, going to try to teach him
theology. I do mot think the two will agree.
It is admitted, as the hon. the junior member
for Townsville interjected this afternoon, that
the clergy cannot agree among themselves. We
all know that in connection with the Church
({){f England_yve_. have what is known as the

higher oriticism,” whereby they deny cer-
tain ‘things in connection with the teachings of
the Bible; and if such is the case, how does
the Minister really know, when these lessons
are placed in the hands of the teachers, what
interpretation the teachers are going to put
on these questions? And if they are not going
te explain to the young mind what the pas-
sages really mean, then what is the use of
placing those passages in our school books?
Of course the Minister is laughing—to my
mind this is not a laughing matter. I think
15 is a matter of great interest, especially to
the working classes, because in the past the
working class has had to suffer through a lack
of education, which I have had to suffer my-
self, and I do not deny it. I have suffered
considerably for lack of education,

9 pm] and T say that conservatism al-
ways allies itself with the church,
For what? To my mind it is done to retard

the progress of humanity. And I am consider-
ing this question from the standpoint of
human progress. I know that there has been
a lot said to-night about the will of the people
prevailing in connection with the referendum,
and I want to point this out to the Minister.
The Minister still laughs.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUOTION:
On quite another matter altogether.

Mr. COLLINS: I have no objection to the
hon. gentleman having a laugh if he considers
that it is a laughing matter. But I do not
ponslder that 1t is a laughing matber to
interfere with the gystemn of education that
has been in operation for thirty-five years with
beneficial results. We all know the fight that
the men who founded this system had to put
up thirty-five years ago. I am going to guote
further from Spencer in his bock on educa-
tion. On page 54 he says—

And yet this study, immensely transcending all
other in importance, is that whick, in an age of
hossted education, receives the least sabttention.
While what we call civilisation could never have
arisen had it not been for science, science forms

scarcely an appreciable element in our so-called
civilisation training.

The Minister, to my mind, wants to displaee
science. He wanfs to allow religious matters
to oceupy the young minds for one hour each
day. He wants to displace science for religi-
ous teaching. Spencer on the same page
BAYE-—

But for acience we should be still worskipping
fetishes; or, with hetacombs of victims, propitiat-
ing diabolical deities. And yet this science has
given us some insight into the grandeurs of cres-
tion, is written against im our theologies, and
frowned upon from our pulpits. Paraphrasing an
Hastern fable, we may say in the family of know-
ledges, science is the household drudge, who, in
obscurity, hides unrecognised perfections. To her
bas been committed all the work: by her skili,
intelligence, and devotion, have all comveniences
and gratifications been obtained; and while cesee-
leagly ministering to the rest, she has been kept in

Mr. Collins.]
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the background, that her haughty sisters might
1l heir fripperies in the eyes of the world.
The par 1 holds yet further. For we are fast
coming to the denouement whon the positions will
be chenged; and while these baughbty sisters sink
into ted neglect, science, proclaimed as highest
alike worth and beauty, will reign supreme.

At any rate, that is my belief, that in the
future science will reign supreme, and there-
fore that is the reason why I am so strongly
in favour of a system of secular education.
If the people want any other system of educa-
tion, let them provide that system themselves.
We have heard a lot about the different de-
nominations, but there are a large number of
people at the present btime—a fairly large
number, at any rate—who do nobt profess any
religion at all, and they have got rights just
the same ay those who do profess religion.
Some of our most advanced thinkers through-
out the civilised world to-day do not pro-
claim that they are religious or connected with
any religion. I referred a few minutes ago to
the fact that the nonconformists in England
in 1870 protested very strongly against any
religious education, and I am surprised to
think that in this State the nonconformists
have not taken up a similar attitude. I am
now going to quote from the ‘‘History of
Our Own Times,” by Justin McCarthy. The
Education Bill was introduced into the House
of Commons on the 17th of February, 1879,
and that was the first opportunity when my
class had an opportunity of getting a little
oducation. In referring to Mr. Foster, who
introduced the Bill, Mr. McCarthy wrote as
follows in his book, on page 292—

He therefors proposed to meet the diffculty by
adopting regulations compelling every school of
this kind which. obtained Government aid or
recognition to accept a conscience clause by means
of which the religious convictions of parents and
children should be scrupulously regarded in the
instruction given during the regular school hours.

On this point the nonconformists as a body broke
away from the Government.

I am not aware that the nonconformists of
the United Kingdom have changed their
opinions even to this day on secuiar educa-
tion—

They laid down tkhe broad principle that no
State aild whatever should be given to any schools
but those which were conducted on strictly secular
and undenocminstional principles.
superfiuous to say that the nonconformists did not
object to the religious instruction of children. It
ought not to be supposed for a moment that they
attached less Importamce to religious imstruction
than sny other body of psrsoms.

Their principle was that public monsy, the contri-
bution of citizens of all shades of belief, ought only
to Dbe given for such teaching as the oommon
opinion of the country was agreed upon. The
contribution of the Jew, they argued, ought not
to be exacted in order to teach Christianity; the
Protestant rvatepayer ocught not to be compelled
to pay for the instruction of Roman Catholic
children in the tenets of their faith; the Irish
Catholic in London or Birmingham ought not fo
be called upon to pay in any way for the teaching
of digtinetively Protestant doctrine.

Therefore, they maid, let us at any cost establish
5 strictly national and secular system in our public
elementary schools; let us teach there what we are
all agreed upon; and let us leave the duty of
teaching religion to the ministers of religion and
to the parents of the children. :

About the truths of arithmetic and geograpby,
about spelling and writing, we are all agreed; let
eur common contributions be given to common
instruction, and let emch demomimation provide in
its own way for the veligious training of its young
ahildren.

To my mind, the nonconformists of that day
took up a sound attitude. They did not believe

[#r. Collyns.
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that it was the duty of the State to in any way
tax other people for the teaching of other
people’s children, and that is what we are
seeking to do here in the State of Queensland.
As T said before, let us stick to our system of
secular education. It has been said by some
speakers on the opposite side that a certain
reforendum having been taken, we had no
voice in the matter whatever.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
That is the point.

Mr. COLLINS: I stand to-night as the re-
presentative of progress in the North, and
sooner than I would give a vote to inflich—
to my mind it may be for generations—upon
humanity, a curse which they will not escape
from for a long time, I.would socner go cut
of Parliament. )

Orposyrior ¥eMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. COLLINS: I would sooner go out of
Pariiament rather than see a system of reli-
gious education taught in connection with the
State.

OpposITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. COLLINS: What is it for? AsIsaid in
the debate on the Address in Reply, this is an
insidious attempt to establish State religion.
How many centuries did it take us $o escape
from the State church? In the oldest coun-
tries of the world the fight is still going on
to separate the church from the State. So
far as I am concerned, it is not worrying me
in the least whetber I sit in the Queensland
Parliament or not, but having been sent to
do a duty, I am going to perform that duty
to the best of my abiltty. 1 was one of those
who did not hesitate, even though the Fede-
ral election was on, to advise the people to
vote against bringing about a system of
religious education in connection with our
State schools. I did not hesitate in my own
electorate, and I am pleased to say that that
electorate gave the biggest poll in the State
against the introduction of the Bible into
the State schools. Another reason why I am
against allowing the clergy in the schools is
because I object to the domination of the
clericals. What have they done in the nast?

Mr. ALiEN: What are they doing to-day?

Mr. COLLINS: As the hon. member in-
terjects, what are they doing to-day? What
have they dons in the past? In England
there are twenty-six representatives of the
inglican Church sitting in the House of
Lords, and what have they done towards
assisting human progress? I will now yuote
from Mr. J. Morrison Davidson’s work, “The
Book of Lords.” ¥e gives a quotation fromr
Sidney Smith, whichk I will read to the
House. Sidney Smith says—

It is a melancholy thing to see men clothed in zoft

raiment, lodved in a public palace, endowed with &
rich portion of other men’s industry. using their infin-
euce to deepen the ignorance snd inflame the fury of
heir fellow-creatures,
And to my mind it is true to-day. We have
some of the clergy at the present time trying
to inflame the fury of their fellow-creatures.
Archdeacon @arland is going round %he
country, as it were, trymg to intimidate
members of Parliament. Bubt he did not
approach me, and I take that as a compii-
meont to myself. (Laughter.)

Mr. Krogn: A particular friend of mine.
(Laughter.}

Mr. COLLINS: When any proposal was
brought before the House of Lords for the
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betterment of the masses, the clericals always
voted against any tendency to improve the
lot of the masses.

Mr. Mawn: That is, the majority.

Mr. COLLINS: Mr. Davidson says—
.Ir} 1821 it was proposed to enable Roman Catholics to
sit in l’z'»rlzipﬂent. Twenty-five bizbops voted sgsinst
the Bl which wa- thrown out by a vote of 159 to 120.
in 1322 5 Bill was brought in to enabls Roman
Cathiol cers to take their seats in the Upper House.
Twenty-three bishoys voted against it, and it was
rejected,

The next quotation, to my mind, is very
applicable in regard to the Bill before the
House. Is shows how Archdeacon Garland—
or the church to which he belongs—the
bisheps of that church were not altogether
in favour of extending to others the same
rights as they possess themselves. Mr.
Davidson further says—-

In 1834 twenty-two bishops voited to eoxclude the
dissenters from the Univer-ities The Bill was lost,
187 to 83 noble lords voting against it.

Mr. Kgogz: What University?

Mr. COLLINS: The Universities of the
United Kingdom. = Those bishops did not
want to allow the dissenters to sit in their
Universities,

The BSECRETARY ¥or PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
What has that to do with the Bill?

Mr., Azrex: This is an Anglican Bill.

© Mr., COLLINS: I have not been sent to
this House to think as the Minister thinks,
bu$ to express my own opinion, and as long
as I do not come into conflict with the
Standing Orders I am going to express my
opinions until the Deputy Speaker tells me
that I am-oub of order. (Hear, hear!) I think
that I have spoken at sufficient length to
justify the position I intend #o take up when
a division is taken upon this measure. 1
intend to vote against the second reading,
and I also intend to oppose it at every stage
to the best of my ability. I do mnot think
that it is in the interests of the rising genera-
tion to have religicus instruction in the State
schools. 1 think the present system has been
a huge sutcess; in. fact, other countries of
the world have been pointing to Queens-
land as leading the way so far as education
is concerned. They have been copying our
Queensland system, and most of the advanced
thinkers of the world to-day recognise that the
Queensiand system is as good a system as
exists in any part of the civilised world to
day, and no vote of mine will be given to
change the system. (Hear, hear!)

Mr, MANN (Cairns): I do not intend at
this late hour to go into this Bill at any
length, or to go over the  various matters
traversed by the previous speakers, for the
issue before us is quite a simple one, and
one which hon. members must decide ac-
cording to the dictates of their own con-
sciences.. (Hear, hear!) The Premier got up
this afternoon in his uvsual way, and made
the remark that the leader of the Gpposition,
like Balaam, came to curse but remained to
bless. - I may say the same thing about the
Premier, inasmuch as the first portion of
his - speech- was the strongest condemnation
of the Bill delivered in the House this after-
noon. N

OrrosITION  MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Me. MANN: He claimed that it was wrong
for any man to set himself against the wishes
of the people and to' arrogate to himself a

standard against which the people had declared -

~that is, the people having given their ver-

[17 Avevusr.]
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glict, hoz}._ members of this House should
loyally abide by it. Now, on the morning
after the election of 1908, when it was clearly
shown by wires from all over the country that
the Kidston and Labour parties were in a
majority over the Philp party, the hon. gentle-
man made this pronouncement, as will be
found in the Rockhampton Bulletin—

Wo have been returned to turn the Philp party
out 6f power, and to keep them out. )
He got back inbo this Houss, and he was not
here more than six or seven weeks before he
was scheming and contriving and wirepulling
to upset the verdict of the people. And ho
had the efirontery to get up this afternoon and
say that no representative of the people should
declare himself against the will of the people.
On another occasion the people gave a verdict.
In 1902, the Philp party were returned with a
majority by the electors, despite all their
sins, despite all their taxes, their large deficits,
their mismanagement, and misappropriation of
public funds, which the Premier blamed them

for,
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr. MANN: I am only quoting the Pre-
mier’s words. He claimed that they had mis-
appropriated certain funds. I am not saying
they did it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I did
not understand the hon. member to gquote
what the Premier said. -

Mr. MANN: Yes; he said that they had
committed all these sins. Yet the people
returned them with a majority, and the Pre-
mier, who was then sitting on this side of the-
House, schemed and contrived with other hon.
members who are now sitting with him-—the
hon. member for Oxley, the hon. member for
Enoggera—— -

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Utterly
untrue.

Mr. MANN: Those members schemed with
the Premier.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaANDS: Utterly
untrue. I had nothing to do with him until
after Mr. Philp resigned.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member must accept the disclaimer of the
Secrstary for Lands.

Mr. MANN: I must accept the hon. gentle-
man’s statement. I leave him out; but he
joined the Premier, and the hon. member for
Fnoggera and others I could mention, after-
wards in flouting the will of the people as.
expressed at the general election of 1902. Here
are two occasions on which the Premier
deliberately flouted the expressed will of the
people; and yet he had the effrontery—I might
say the cheek—tfo get up this afternoon and
say that, because a certain number of people—
not a majority of the people, but only a.
majority of those who voted—voted in a
certain way—no matter what may be our own
convictions, we should accept the people’s:
will and pass this Bill. It is a curious thing
that the Premier himself did not say that
when the Referendum Bill was before the-
House. On page 472 of Hansard for 1908,
the hon. gentleman said—

They had better leave the matter to the people,
and let the representatives of the people in that
House afterwards settle what was the right thing
to do.

He did not say, “If the referendum is
carried by the Bible in Stater Schools:
League, this House will have to accept the
decision.” He said, “Let the representatives:

Y Mr. Mann]
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of the people in that House afterwards settle
what was the right thing to do.” We are here
torday ““to settle what is the right thing to do,”
and, after hearing the Premier’s speech, I can
only come to the one conclusion—that the right
thing to do is to vote against the second read-
ing of the Bill, for the Premier himself declared
that even a parent has no right %o enforce his
own casb-iron doctrines upen the plastic mind
of his child. That being so, what right has
he to speak for the people of Queensland and
say that they desire the clerics to go into the
schools and force their cast-iron dogmas upon
our children? I feel a little warm upon this
subject, and I may be pardoned if I use
language that is rather strong. I have hardly
any words in my vocabulary strong enough
to condemn the men who claim that this is
going to do an injury to the growing youths
of Queensland and still persist in voting for
it. I'may be pardoned for a moment while
I quote what was said in 1908 by the Secre-
tayg for Lands. On page 477 of Hansard he
said— )

In the schedule reference was made to school-
masters and ministers of religion. It was generally
conceded that reading from the Bible direct was
the best. In the Bible they had the finest code of
morals and grandest teaching. Nobody objected to
the Bible pure and simple. It was the interpreta-
tion that was placed upon its teachinga that was
objected fo. In the schedule it was permissible
for every school teacher during school hours to
teach selected lessoms from the Bible. The teacher
might have conscientions scruples in the matter
and might not wish to do it.

There is not a word in this Bill about a con-
science clause for teachers. To continue the
quotation—

The PREMIER: A very excellent reason.

Hon. D. ¥. DENHAM : An excellent reasom. If
a teacher held certain views, then he would not be
successful in his teaching. The schoclmaster had
an immense influence with his pupils, and by a
shrug of the shoulder or a gesture he might cause
some doubt to exist in the minds of the children.

The PrEMIER: An unbeliever giving children
Bible lessons will make them all unbelievers.

Hon. D. ¥. DENHAM : He had not so much obh-
jection to schoolmasters as he had to ministers of
religion going into the schools, because they were
likely to create sectarianism in the schools. It was
a bad principle to point out children belonging to
this camp or that camp in the school. He thought
they should only have selected portions from the
Bible read in the schools.

Here is the hon. gentleman declaiming
against allowing ministers of religion to enter
the schools because they will raise the devil
of sectarianism.

The SzorRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDS: I voted
against the Referendum Bill. I occupy the
same position exactly to-day.

Mr. MANN: The hon. gentleman went
on—
" Selected portions would be all right. There could
be no objection to the Psalms or to the historical
portions or the New Testament. If this amend-
ment were accepted it would obviate the necessity
of the amendment suggested by the hon. member for
Toowoomba. Tt was undesirable that their schools
should be made the medium for any particular
dogma. If they only had Bible readings, the objec-
ticns of those who did not want denominational
teaching were removed.

The SzcrETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDs: That is
quite correct.

My, LEsINA: Are you going to vobte that
way to-night?

T'he SECRETARY FOR PuBLic Lanps: I am
going to. give expression to the will of the
people. (Laughter.) °

[Mr. Mann.
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Mr. MANN: In order to get an expression
of the will of the people, the hon. gentleman’s
leader said he would submit this question to
the people in the most objectionable form he
could in order that they would not carry it.
Is that the way to get an expression of the
will of the people?

The SeorETARY FOR Pupric Lanps: That

was not done. The question was put in the
most explicit form.

Mr. MurprY: Because Garland prepared
the question.

The SORETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
The House prepared the question.

Mr. MANN: Further on the hon. gentle-

man said—

The Premier had very clearly indicated that he
wished to submit the question in the most objec-
tionable form.

The Premrer: I did not put it as badly as that.

Hox. D. F. DENHAM : When they saw Hansard,
uncorrected, ke thought it would be seen that he
was right. He had no wish to put words into the
hon. gentleman’s mouth, but he understood him to
express & desire to have the question put in an
objectionable form in order to secure a mnegative
answer. He (Mr. Denham) wished to have the
question put in the form he had stated, in order to
secure an affirmative answer, and get in the thin
end of the wedge. Like the Premier and other hon,
members, he desired to have this question out of
the way, and the best mode was being taken to get
it out of the way. But, if his amendment were
likely to be the means of securing religious instruc-
tion by undesirable teachers, or teachers who had
no sympathy with what they taught, or if it would
introduce ministers, he would wish his amendment
to be defeated. For years past there had been a
great agitation for Bible reading; and this religi-
ous instruction was guite a recent development.
The original league was the Bible in State Schools
League.

Mr. Hamivrox : There are many in faveur of that
who are against Bible teaching.

How. D. . DENHAM : Precisely. That was the
original idea, but it had evolved into this idea of
ministers coming in and dividing the schools into
sectarisn _camps. He made no seoret of his desire
to have Bible reading inm the schocls, but he dis-
tinotly objected to what was called ° religious
instruction,” for the reason that, in many ocases,
the teachers were not in sympathy with such teach-
ing, and the impressions conveyed to the children
might not be in accordance with the Scoriptures,
and would bring about a continuation of the sec-
tarian epirit which was so undesirable in the
community. It was clear that he was not going to
receive much support, but he was ready to go to &
division without delay.

The SrcrrTARY FOR PuBLIc LANDS: I do not
withdraw a word.

Mr. MANN: If the hon. gentleman still
believes every word he said on that occasion,
why does he allow the introduc-
[9.830 p.m.] tion of a Bill like this, which must
have been considered by the
Cabinet?
The Secrerary For Pusric Lanps: It is
introduced in consequence of the decision of
the 18th April. :

Mr. MANN: Then I would ask if the Go-
vernment are going to accepl with equanimity
the decision of the people in connection with
the financial agreement, and not say another
bad word against the Fisher Government?

The SECRETARY FOR PUsLIC LANDS: We have
to accept the decision of the people in regard
to the agreement. E

Mr. Nevrrr: You would have upset it if -

you could.
The SEcrETARY FoR PuBLic Lanpg: . Of
course,
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Mr. MANN: We are told that this Bill has
been ntroduced because of the vote of the
13th April; and according to what the Pre-
mier said, the Government are not going to
allow the people of Queensland to have another
say in the matter. Are they going to accept
for all time the verdict of the people in favour
of the Federal Labour party? Will they nob
try to oust them at the next election? And
why should not this question be submitted to
the people again? The people did not quite
clearly understand what was meant to be done
in this matter, inasmuch as every person had
his own interpretation of what was going to
take place. I met some advocates of the
Bible in State schools who told me they in-
tended to have the whole of the Bible taught.
Others, with ‘more information and perhaps
less faith, when I asked them if they thought
such passages as. that relating to Judah and
his daughter-in-law and others of a similar
nature should be taught, regarded the sugges-
tion: with horror. There is another passage
where it says that even the Liord of Hosts
could not prevail against the Jebusites. And
as’ soon as you bring the Bible into State
schools: you will find that some particular
dogma is dragged in. I remember a mission
held in Whaxf street some time ago by a man
from VYankee-land. He was reading about
Paul and Silas being put inte prison and the
conversion of the gaoler. He claimed that as
nothing was said about water being used in-
side the gaol, he must have been taken ous-
side and pitched into the nearest pool, and
consequently Psul and Silas were Baptists.
We are told that the teachers are not to give
instruction in any tenet or doctrine of any
religious denomination; but care should be
taken to provide a consclence clause for the
teacher. And what is the teacher to do if the
pupils ask him certain questions? I may be
having children at school some day. (Laughter.)
I may be teaching thom certain doctrines, and
the schoolmaster, who may be great on
science, may tell them about the planets
moving with fearful velocity round the sun,
which is & fized star; and they may afterwards
read that miraculous account of Joshua com-
manding the sun to stand still to allow him
to commit wholesale massacre. Then they
may naturally ask if the sun has been standing
shill ever since it was commanded to do so by
Joshua. In that case, is the teachsr to tell the
children that the Bible is a fable?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I have
allowed the hon. member extreme latituds,
and I think he is rather abusing that latitude.

%‘%U% now ask him to confine himself to the
311

Mr. MANN: I am obliged for any latitude
which you may have allowed me, Mr. Speaker;
but I was not aware that I was going beyond
the bounds reached by other members. I was

- simply giving examples. Other members have
gone as far as Ireland and other parts of the
world, but I only got-as far as the Holy Land.
However, I do not wish to trespass on your
patience or on the patience of the House. I
will simiply ask the Minister if he is prepared
to accept any reasonable amendments on the
Bill?- Will he accept a provision allowing the
comimittee of a school to refuse the clergy
entrance to that school? On the other hand,
if & number of parents having, say, eighteen
children attending a school, decide to have a
school of their own with no sectariaznism, and
withdraw their children from the State school,
is he prepared to find for them four-fifths of

191021
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the cost of the new building? You see the
wide avenue.this Bill opens up. I might vote
for the msasure if it were made so innocuous
as not to shock the feelings of parents who
object to clergy going to the school to give
religious instruction, or to religious instruc-
tion being given by the teachers. Some people
believe that religious instruction should be
given only by the minister, but it is impossible
for the minister to give religious instruction
in all the schools. In my district there are
fourteen schools and only three clergy. Those
clergymen are all resident in Cairns, where
they can get to the Sunday schools if they
choose; but no one would expect them to go
out and teach in all the schools except in the
bush. The Premier admitted that nobody
ever heard a complaint from the clergy that
the youth of Queensland were mnot as weil
behaved and as religious and moral as the
children of any other country. It has not
been shown during the whole of this debate
that there is any urgent need, or indeed any
need at all, for a Bill of this description.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDs: There
is no need to discuss that matter. The ques-
tion is: Shall we give effect to the wishes of
the people? :

Mr. MANN : I think there is need to discuss
it, because it may be possible that some people
believed the extreme statement made by
clergymen that 100,000 children in Queensland
are being raised in heathenism and paganism.
Nobody who is acquainted with the facts be-
lieved that. I do not think the clergy them-
selves believed the statement, but they wanted
to get it into the Press of Queensiand and the
Press of the world in order to induce people
in the old country to pour money into their
pockets for their missions in Queensland.
Whether they will succeed in that I do not
know. I believe the Salvation Army once in-
vaded the electorate of the hon. member for
Burke, and that all they got was about 3d.
per month.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What has
that got to do with the Bill?

Ir. MANN: It has much to do with it. I
am showing the arguments which were
adduced in favour of introducing Bible teach-
ing into our State schools. If you allow
people to keep their children away from reli-
gious teaching under a conscience clause,
there will be no systematic religious instrue-
tion ; and if you have no conscience clause you
may have teachers who are agnostics or
atheists teaching these religious lessons to
children, and when the children read an
account of some miracle, such as that in which
it is recorded that a person tumbled on the
dead bones of & man and brought him to life
again, such teachers, without expressing any
disbelief in the miracle, may by a shrug of
the shoulder convey their opinion to the
children in a manner that will be unmistak-
able. If we are going to pass this Bill, then
I say we should submit the religious lessons
to be taught to the people by way of a refer-
endum for their confirmation. I am quite
satisfied that if as many persons had advocated
the negative view of the question as advo-
cated Bible reading in State schools, a very
different verdiot would have been given by
the electors; and I think they should have an
opportunity of saying whether they approve of
the lessons proposed to be taught. When the
referendum was taken I went all round Bris-
bane to see how it was conducted, and I saw
only one woman battling against the intro-
duction of the Bible into State schools. That

Mr. Mann.]
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was in Fortitude Valley. At every other place
that I visited there were nice young girls, who
knew nothing about the question, coming for-
ward and asking you in the nicest manner
possible to vote for the Bible in State schools.

An Ho~NoUmraBLE MEMEER: Was that an
inducement to you?

Mr. MANN: It was no inducement to me,
because I voted against the introduction of
“the Bible into State schools, but it may have
been an inducement to impressionable young
chaps who had no decided convictions on the
matter. I want to refer to just one other
matter before I conclude, and that is the fact
that there were no scrutineers at this refer-
endum. No Government would think of
holding an election without having scruti-
neers, but there were no scrutineers at the
voting on this guestion, nor were there any
placards posted at the polling-booths showing
the people how to vote against Bible teaching
in the State schools. There were plenty of
placards showing electors how to vote in the
affirmative, one of which bore the words,
“Vote for God and the Bible,” which I con-
sider rank blasphemy. I never got a single
vote from church people in my electorate,
because I made it as clear as it was possible
for language to make i that while I voied
for the referendum yet I did not believe in the
Bible in the State schools, and if the people
in my electorate insisted upon it, they would
have to find someone else to represent them,
as no weight of numbers -would convince
me that it is a good thing to introduce Bible
teaching in our State schools. -

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): I wish to make a
few comments upon the proposed legislation
embodied in this Bill. I am sure that when
the history of our times comes to be written,
as it will sooner or later when the man and
opportunity arise, great prominence will ke
given to the enormous spread of popular edu-
cation that has taken place within the past
half-century. It will be generally conceded
that the latter half of the Victorian age and
the beginning of the present century stand in
remarkable contrast to preceding times in
regard to the tremendous amount of public
energy that has been devoted to the spread of
instruction among the masses of the people.
There has been noticed in connection with this
popularising of instruction an increasing desire
to malke that instruction as largely as possible
secular and compulsory instruction. Until
thirty-five years ago we had denominational
education in Queensland, and we then had
distinguished public men advocating publicly
that children of all denominations should
come together in one common school. Men
like Sir Charles Lilley were strong advocates
of undenominational and secular instruction,
and worked hard to establish the system in
this State. But a new generation has followed
them which is not comparable to them in any
one respect, and men of this new generation
assume to initiate an entirely new departure
in connection with our system of State educa-
tion. In Victoria denominational education
prevailed for a number of years. A commis-
sion was appointed to inquire into the subject.
and they took a large amount of evidence,
from which it was discovered that even the
children taught in denominational schools had
practically no knowledge of religious subjects.
The children received hardly any religious
teaching in schools which were under the
control of religious bodies. I remember read-
ing the report of that commission, in which
the facts I have alluded to were made public
by clergymen who had visited the schools and
made special inquiries on the matter. Later
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on the Government of Victoria introduced
legislation for the establishment of a national
system of education, and that system has been
attended with excellent results. I have here
the Victorian Hansard for 1867, in which
there is a fine speech delivered by the late
Justice Higginbotham on the subject. I only
wish we had a man of his mental calibre and
high character to deliver a similar address in
denunciation of this mischievous measure. I
regret that we have not a man of his com-
manding ability, his great mental capacity,
and broad views, to publicly condemn, in a
manner that would commend itself to the
community, the mischievous features of a.
measure of this description. I am not a bit
concerned -about the fact that a majority of
those who voted in the referendum declared
in favour of the present proposal. That does
not 'influence me in a matter of this kind. In
approaching a measure of this description we
should recognise the fact that we are asked
to take a very serious step in regard to our
national system of education, and should con.
sider the matter apart from any personal pre-
judice. This Bill proposes a very, serious de-
parture from our existing system-—a departure
which does not concern us as much as it con-
cerns the generation now springing up, and
from which we shall derive our future legis.
lators, merchant princes, and captains of in-
dustry. How is this proposition going to
affect them? I think we ought to ask our-
selves certain questions before we go so far
as to pass the second reading of this Bill. It
is a small Bill, but its importance is not to be
gauged by its smallness. There are only two
sections in it, and it is just as well to know
what they propose to do. In reading clause 2
T find—this is the new section to be included
in our Hducation Act—that—

Nothing in this” Act contained shall prevent State
school buildings from being used for any purpose
permitted by the regulations at such times (other than
those set apart for giving instruetion therein). and
subject to such conditions as may be prescribed by the
regulations.

It tacks on this, that during certain hours
provision shall be made for religious instruc-
tion—

In addition to the subjeets of instruction enumerated
in the last preceding section, instruction shall, in
accordance with regulations in that behalf, be givenin
the primary schools during school hours in selectsd
Bible lessons from a reading book to be provided for
the purpose ; but such instruction shall not include azvy
tesching in the distinetive tenets or doctrine of any
religious society or denomination.

That is—apparently a distinction is made—
that no ordinary sectarian teaching shall be
given. I shall attempt to demonstrate before
I close that no religious teaching can be
given at all which is not necessarily sec-
tarian.  Thore is no unsectarian religious
teaching. I will demonstrate by just an ¢rdi-
nary quotation from the 0ld Testament that
this cannot be attempted even in a simple
matter. Take the Ten Commandments.
There is a distinct difference in the enumera-
tion of the Commandments in the documents
which distinguish the Catholic and Protes-
tant Church. Therefore, you cannot touch
on these matters without giving sectarian
teaching. The first question we have to
answer is: What are our State schools con-
stituted for? And who owns our State
schools, and what is the object of their exist-
ence? Well, the spread of education, and
owing to the faot that we have made it
compulsory, and that we punish people who
have children and who do nof attempt . to
educate them, we must provide facilities,
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and as there may be some people who are
unable to pay for the education of their
children, we have made it free. We recognise
that education makes better citizens—an
educated citizen is less criminally inclined,
less inclined to disobey the laws of his
country—and consequently we have made the
education of the children of the State a com-
pulsory matter, and hitherto we have made
it a secular matter. Schools have been estab-
lished by the people for this particular pur-
pose, and hitherto they have served that
purpose very well. Who are the people who
own and maintain these schools out of the
taxes which they pay? The people are a
polyglot combination—it is a cosmopolitan
collection of persons—it contains people of all
nationalities. We have all sorts of creeds,
and every creed differs just as much as the
nationalities. We have Jews and Christians,
and Christians subdivided into many sects,
and we have agnostics, we have pagans, we
have Mahommedans, we have Hindoos, and
we have followers of Confucius. - They are
all members of this community, and all living
happily together, and under the system of
secular education the children of Protestants,
Catholics, Pagans, and Assyrian Catholies all
may come to our schools, and do come to our
schools to-day and sit together in one class,
or in many classes, and recsive secular educa-
tion from the public servants paid by the State
and working for the State. 8o far so good.
That system has been in operation for over
thirty years, and has worked well. There
has been no complaint against it except from
certain interested quarters. Certain of the
clergy have been agitating in the State for
some time—they have been declaring on the
public platform—and I regret to say our
leading public men have not had the courage
to refute the statements—that wour State
schools are seedplots of immorality, and
because of this lack of religious instruction
we were turning outb citizens who were more
criminally inclined than the citizens of the
other States whers they resceived religious
instruction, which is not the case. Statistios
fail to prove that it is so, and police reports
laid upon the table of this House prove it to
be a direct lie. All the facts are against them,
nevertheless this lie has been refailed on the
platform, and it has been circulated in their
little Press. And even in Great Britain it has
been quoted, for these things are quoted by in-
terested people in all places. It is all fuel for
the bonfire, and I maintain this is one of the
reasons so far advanced, or perhaps the only
reason so far advanced, by these interested
persons for turning our State schools, which
have worked so well in the past, into institu-
tions wherein religious instruction will be
given of a certain class—ocertain selected Bible
lessons from a reading-book to be provided—
but I do not know by whom. Whether the
department will select them or not is not
stated, but in some way Bible lessons are to

be selected and supplied in book form, and

from these selected Bible lessons, at stated
times during the day on certain days during
the week, the teacher or some clergyman
will give to the children certain religious
instruction. I said a moment ago that we had
all manner of creeds in the community. The
Catholics reccgnise the Douay version for
the acceptance of their faith, and the Protes-
tants, on the other hand, accept King James’s
version. - King James’s version is not accept-
able to Roman Catholics, and similarly the
Protestants will not accept the Douay version.
They are the same in some respects, but in
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some respects they differ fundamentally, and
that is the reason why both of these creeds
stick religiously to the different works. Then
we also havethe Jews—a most law-abiding sect
~—who reject both the Douay and the Pro-
testant version, and who accept only the Old
Testament, who could not possibly accept
the New Testament because it practically
holds them up as the murderers of the Saviour
of the race. Now, from which particular
book are you to select these lessons? From
which particular revelation accepted by the
rival oreeds are you to select the proposed
Bible lessons to be taught in the schools?
Mr. KrogHE: Who will select them?

Mr. LESINA: That is 'a matter that wili
be answered later on by some Minister. If
we pass the Bill, it will be left entirely in the
hands of the Government. On the Education
Estimates we might offer objections to these
particular lessons being given, if we fnd in
some points of view they are not justifiable.
I maintain that all this kind of thing is an
unnecessary departure, and if it is pointed
out that a large number of people voted for
the alteration of the law on the subject, that
does not necessarily make it right. I was
elected to this House to support and maintain
the present system of free, compulsory, and
secular education, and I intend to defend
that principle on all possible occasions against
any attempt to subvert or remove or injure

it in any way. Any abtempt

[10p.m.] made by any public man or

private citizen to bring that sys-
tem into disrepute by allegations that it has
not been effective concerning its operasions
and moral results I feel bound to condemn.
In fact, I believe that any public man who
atbempts to overturn our system wof secular
compulsory education and introduce religious
teaching into our State schools is, mayhap un.
wittingly, an enemy of Queensland.

OrprosiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr., LESINA: Up to the present time the
various races inhabiting Queensland have lived
in happy harmony. Protestants and Catholics,
Jews and Christians, pagans and infidels and
agrostics have all lived In happy and harmonious
relationship together. They had had nosectarian
differences and no quarrels whatever, either at
the balloi-box or at any other time, in connection
with their differences of creed, and because
of this happy harmony which has hitherto
prevailed in Queensland—which I consider is
largely due to the unsectarian character of our
gecular systom of compulsory education — I
am against any interference with it whatever,
Now they propose to alter this state of affairs.
They propose to introducs religious lessons,
and the moment they do that they will have to
establish a religious test. If the Avglican Bible-
reader engaged in Sunday school work has to
pass an examinstion on the Bible to fit him for
this work, would it not be equally necessary that
a teacher engaged in our public schools should
pass an examination in Scripture knowledge in
order to fit him for the work of explaining Bible
lessons to the immature minds of the children
under hiscare? Would it not become necessary
to train our Siate school teachers in Seriptural
matters? Say that o teacher had conscientious
objections to doing such work and to studying
Scripture, or suppose he, in the course of his
reading, developed some doubts with respect to
Scripture; or supposing he jeined that increas-
ingly large throng of high church, and even low
church, clergy, who, under the operation of the
new light of the higher criticism to-day, are
rejecting principles which at one time were

Mr. Lesina.}
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accepted as being entirely fundamental to the
Christian scheme of salvation -—suppose the
teachers in the course of their training acquired
these doubts, they, acting conscientiously, might
not wish to give these Bible lessons. Suppose a
toacher is a sceptic or a confessed agnostice, like I
am myself, would you expect me, as a teacher, to
give Bible lessons in a school of children when I
doubt myself the whole scheme of Christianity
from the first chapter of Genesis to thelast verse
in Revelations? I ask you, Mr. Speaker, could
it be possibly expected that I, an agpostic, conld
%ive such lessons ? The chancesare that I would

ave to throw up my position, or otherwise things
would be made so hot for me by a religious com-
mittee who believed in Bible lessons being given
in the State schools, that I should be removed
from the service. If there is one thing that we
should avoid in this State it is the establishing
of a religious test for appointment to any posi-
tion in the public service. Then, again, 25 per
cent. of our teachers are Roman Catholics. Now,
no Roman Catholic can give religious instruc-
tion at all,

Mr. Krocx : He will get sacked, that’s all,

Mr. LESINA : No Roman Catholic can take
2 text from the Bible and explain its meaning to
the children under his charge. He could not
even take a parzble and explain it. He could
not take any Scripture lesson and explain it to
his young charges. Then those 25 per cent. of
Roman Catholic teachers in our State to some
extent might render themselves liable to victimi-
sation. ave we the right to suggest the possi-
bility of such a thing on our statute-book?
1 say that all these things are bound up
in passing a measure of this description.

may say that the argument used by the
Premier that a majority of the people decided
this who voted in favour of this measure is not
at all conclusive to my mind. A majority is
not always right. Majorities are just as often
wrong as minorities. In matters of this kind
they are more apt to bs wrong than on any other
matter that may be stbmitted for their con-
sideration. I think myself that a mistake was
made by this House in ever submitting this
thing to a referendum.

OprosrrioNn MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr, LESINA : T took up that attitude from

the very first time it was introduced into this -

House. Having been elected to this House
pledged to a platform which provided for free,
secular, and compulsory education, the matter
was settled so far as I was concerned. It was
settled repeatedly ab conferences of delegates
appointed to Labour Conventions for & period of
years in Queensland, As long as the Labour
party in Queensland have had their platform
they recognised that as representing the right
opinion of the people of Queensland. That is
the radical people of Queensland, the democratic
people of Queensland to whom reference was
made by the Premier in his remarks. Why
should I gofurther, then, and submit that matter
to the people? The thing was settled for me.
Then, again, I do not believe that the referendum
in the Liabour platform should be used in the
settlement of sectarian squabbles,

Orpposirion Maynsers : Hear, hear !

Mr. LESINA : It should not be used for any
other purpose than for the settlement of political
questions, as these questions come properly
within the province of a self-governing people.
Matbers of taxation, legislation dealing with old-
age pensions, the alteration of the Constitution

of Parliament, the payment of members, the
increasing or decreasing of the number of mem-
bers of Parliament—these are all questions on
which the people may properly be consulted;
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but to refer to them the question as to the
religious instruction of children in our schools
is, to my mind, a prostitution of the principle
of the referendum, and for that reason I opposed
it, not only by my vote but I opposed it all the
way through in every way I could. I felt at
that time that those members sitting on this
side of the House who voted for the referendum
were making & mistake in doing 80,
OpposiTION MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. LESINA : They took it that as the refer-
endum was a plank in the Labour platform they
felt that the people had a right to be consulted
on this as on other matters. I thought thas
they were making a mistake at the time, but it
was their business, and not mine. They now
see that they made a mistake on that oceasion.
The leader of the Opposition, Mr. Bowman,
has boldly and honestly confessed that his
attitude on that occasion was a mistaken one,
I trust that on any future occasion when-
ever religious questions, or questions involv-
ing religious tests, come up for consideration
in this House, bon. members will have the
moral courage to settle it here at once and
not remit it to the people at all. Before I
close I might say that there was one thing in
connection with the referendum which T ob-
jected to. I not only objected to the form in
which the question was put, becar se I believe it
prevented an honest straight-out vote being
given on the matter; but I think that we would
have got a clearer verdict if the question had
been altered. - An attempt was made by Labour
members to alter the question when it was
before the House, but it was no$ successful, In
South Australia some years ago when they took a
similar referendum, they put thres guestions to
the people. The first was: Are you in favour of
altering the present system of secular education ?
The second was: Do you believe in the intro-
duction of Scripture lessons into the State
schools? And the third question was: Are you
in favour of State aid to denominational schools?
The votes on these three questions showed a big
majority for the first and against the second ques-
tions, and an equally large majority against the
third question to give assistance to denomi-
national schools. I think that many people
outside voted for this question because they
believed that once the clergy were admitted
to the State schools they would help them
to get State aid to certain denominational
schools, I believe that they are resting on a
rotten stick if they think that the people who
are now to be admitted to our State schools—if
they expect them to give their assistance to pro-
curing State aid to denominational schools. They
make a big mistake if they expect if, becsuse
the very people who vote in favour of teaching
the proposed Bible lessons in our State schools
will vote down any effort to procure assist-
ance for denominational schools which arve at
present outside the scheme of State assistance.
That iz a point it is well to keep in mind.
object to clerical domination in political affairs
at all. I do vobt care what denomination the
clerical belongs to — I am just as strongly
opposed to Roman Catholic interference or
domination in political affairs a8 I am fo
“wowser ” interference at all. In fact, I can
see no difference between the one and the other.
I belisve the church and State should be kept
at arw’s length

OrrosiTioN MEMBERS: Hear, hear !

Mr. LESINA: And that every atfempt
made by inserested parties, inside or outside the
House, to bring church and State into cloger
relationship should be resented, and I think the
man who does not do that is an enemy of the

State and is ignorant of history. That is put-




State Education

ting the most charitable construction on it. He
may 1not be wittingly an enemy of the State, but
he js certainly jgnorant of history, if he
thinks he can manage to join church and
State together without hatching trouble for
future generations, As far as I am personally
concerned, whilst I have a vote in the
House, my voice and my vote will go every
time against any closer union between the church
in this community and the State itself. Both
should be kept at arm’s length, for in that there
is safety, thers is toleration, there is charity.
But once you bring them together the old question
comes up as to which particular dencmination
shall get on top, and then incessant and bitter
conflicts take place between these rival sections.
In bringing my remarks to a close, I will quote
the remarks of Mr, Justice Higginbotham on
this matter, Thisisan extractfrom the Victorian
Hoansard, Tuesday, 7th May, 1867, and as it
i3 & gquotation which mests the situation very
well, I give it for that reason. He says—

It iz not merely in the matter of education but in
other respects that we see the mischievous effects
of this deadly rivalry that exists among religious
seots in this country. I own that I do not think a
more melancholy spectacle can be presented than
that which is presented by these religious bodies,
when viewed merely as competing companies or
corporations. Whether you look to the spirif in
which they work or the objects which they desire
to attain, their operation appears to me to be one
of the darkest biots on our civilisation. These sects
are snimated by a spirit of intense bitterness snd
hostility to one ancther—a bitterness and hostility
which is ysually in inverse proportion to the extent
of the differences by which they are separated.
And when you look o the objects which they seek
to accomplish, the spectacle is equally melancholy.
They seem to measure their prosperity by the
amount which they can show on their annual
balance-sheets as compared with rival sects. They
call themselves churches, and, no doubt, they be-
lieve that the pestilent energy which they display
in collecting property is a proof of vitality. They
do mot know, and they will not learn, that they
hav2 not, and cannot have, as sects, anything of
the' organic life of the Ohbristian community of
which they are the self-dismembered fragments.
Their proceedings are mnot only injurious to the
cause of education, but a disgrace tc our social
and political system; and the matter of education,
which does concern the State, these sects must not
be permitted to regard as their exclusive property.
The Btate has admitted all seets in this country to
a position of perfect equality. It has admitted
them to its table, and distributed in equal amounts,
and with & most liberal hand, the bounty of the
State.. And the real problem which the State now,
after ten or twelve years, has to address itself to
is, how to geb rid of these turbulent intruders upon
the peace and welfare of the State household? This
conciusion was arrived at by the Uommissioner of
Education.
merely by laymen, but also by gentlemen who
oceupy the position of clergymen in some of the
largest sects in this country. The commission were
unaminously” of opinion that, until the conmnection
which now exists between the religious sects in
this country and {he State is absolutely, finally,
and for ever put an ead to, you cannot establish in
this country & sound or successful system of public
education. - This, Sir, is the primery principle of
the report’ of the commissioners, and of the Bill
which I have to ask leave to introduce.

That wag an extract from a spesch delivered by
the late Judge Higginbotham when introducing
after ' & commission. 'sitting in Victoria. had
brought in its report, the Bill upon. which the
present excellent educational system in Victoria
has been established, and which hag been main-
tained m the face of bigoted sectarian agitation
for many, many years past. I say that the words
of that dead man are worthy of more than passing
consideration in this Chamber. I donot know
whether the Minister in charge of the Bill has
any particular desire to see this measure succeed
or not 3 but if T may judge by the nature of the

[17 Aveusrt.]

It was & conclusion arrived at not.

Acts Amendment Bilt. 501

speech delivered by the Premier to-night, a great
deal of what he said might be regardsd as more
destructive of the prospects of passing this
measure than anything that has been said so far
from this side of the House,

Orpostrion MumBeRS : Hear, hear |
My, LenNNoON : Against the Bill,

Mr. LESINA: Without sppearing to be
against the Bill, the hon. gentleman has made a
speech which is a strong condemnation of the
measure. And so far as the Minister who intro-
duced the Bill is concerned, 1 have heard him to
greater advantage on a dozen different occasions
than in introducing this measure to-night. 1 do
not know whether he is heart and soul for this
measure, and wishes to see it on the statute-
book ; but as a man who has lived all his life
here and will probably end his days here—as a
man whose interests are bound up in this State,
and who understands what a valuable thing a
secular education is to the children of this State
—T cannot conceive that he is really and sincerely
desirous of introducing sectarianism into our
State schools, and he cannot introduce religion
into the State schocls without the possibility of
introducing sectarian teaching, Before I bring
my remarks to a close at half-past 10 o'clock,
and give hon. members an opportunity of
adjourning the debate

Mr. Lennon : There is nc hurry.
““gag s nob yet passed.

Mr. LESINA : 1 just desire to pub briefly six
points which I have against this measure.
(Opposition laughter.) T do ot desire to develop
them, as I have no desire to exceed the time
available. The first is that itisa viclation of
the gospel principle of the separation of the
church and State, and I think I have developed
that argument to some extent in the course of
my rewarks. ‘‘ Render unto Ceesar the things
that are Ceesar’s ” is the quotation which I would
zive.
€ Ovrposyriony MeMBERS : Finish it

Mr. LESINA : The second is that it would
necessarily infringe upon the rights of certain
classes of citizens, and I instanced Jews, Roman
Catholics, and of course pagans, infidels, and
unbelievers generally, who will be taxed to keep
up schools in which certain religious-teaching is
being given to which they conscientiously object.
‘We have no right to tax any citizen for the pro-
pagation of a belief which he conscientiously
objects to.

Mr, LexNoN: A large number of noncom-
formists should be included in your category as
opposed to the Bill,

Mr. LESINA: Then, thirdly, I maintain

The new

that it would be a menace to religious freedom,

and a departure from that generous policy which
hias been a bulwark of our government; and,
fourthly, that it wonld require the use of money,
raised by compulsory. taxation of all classes of
citizens, which is confrary to she just principles
of civil government. I would like to point out
that thab object is' very forcefully demonstrated
in' Great Britain just now, where there still
remains a vestige. of the union of church and
State.. Within the past few years the Govern-
ment of Great Britain has summonsed 75,942 of
her citizens, taken goods for the payment of
fines from 2,468, and imprisoned other 800,
whose only crime was that they could not
conscientiously support or permit their children
to be taught a religion in which they did not
believe.
Mr. Limxnon: Is that in Wales?

Mr. LESINA : No, in Great Britain, The
fifth objection I have ig thst it would neces-
sarily establish a kind of State theology, and

Mr. Lesina.)



502 Adjournment.

ultimately make a religious test necessary fo
the helding of the office of public trust as a
teacher, which is a violation of one of the
privileges of civil government—a privilege we
are 8o jealous of that in the framing of our
Federal Constitution, in which the brightest
intellects of the present generation of Australia
took part, it was specifically stated that
there should be no religious test for appoint-
ment to any public office in the Commonwealth.
It may also lead ultimately to the establishment
of a religicus test in connection with the appoint-
ment of teachers. The sixth objection is that
the teaching of religion does not come within
the purview of the State, but belongs to the
home, to the church, and to the private schools
supported entirely by private contributions. I
think I am on fairly safe and solid ground in
stating those six objections to the measure, and
I venture to say that if any member on the
other side speaks in defence of the Bill, he should
take up those six objections,or some of them, and
attempt to demonstrate wherein they are fal-
lacious. To my mind, this is one of the most
dangerous principles to attempt to engraft on
our system of education. For the reasons I
have given—which might be backed up by many
quotations if I cared to take up more time
—I propose to vote against the second read-
ing of the Bill, and to oppose it at every stage.
In doing so I shall feel that I am doing my
duty as an upholder of the system of free,
secular, and compulsory education, which I
was sent here in 1899 to support, which I have
supported from that day to this, which I in-
tend to support whilst T am here, and which I
shall continue to suppcrt even when I leave
this House. If it be thrown in my face that
I am flouting the will of the thousands of
people who voted to bring about this altera-
tion, and if it be said that I bave no right to fly
in the face of their verdict, that it is undewmo-
cratic, that it is going back upon my programme
to do so, then I want to say that, if it is to be
my lot to be thrown out of public life for any
one thing, I prefer that it should be for giving a
vote which would assist to prevent the engrafting
on our splendid system of national education of
any kind of religious training.

OprosiTION MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. KEOGH (Rosewood): T beg to move the
adjournment of the debate.
Question put and passed.

On the motion of the SECRETARY TFOR
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, the resumption of
the debate was made an Order of the Day for to-
MOLrow.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER : I beg to move that this
House do now adjourn. I understand that a
large number of members wish to go with His
Excellency to the opening of the Boyne Valley
Railway to-merrow night, and it has been agreed,
I understand, that private members’ business
will be withdrawn, that Government business
will stand first on the business-paper, and that
the House adjourn at 6 o’clock for the conveni-
ence of those hon, members who wish to go to
Many Peaks. I havenoobjection tothe arrange-
ment being carried out,

Mr. BOWMAN : T have no objection to the
arrangement being made. T believe there are
quite a number of hon members who are going to
Many Peaks, although I am not going myself,
and there is no opposition to the proposal that
the House should adjourn at 6 o’clock.

The PREMIER : I may be permitted to say
—1I think it will be of interest to hon. members

[Mr. Lesina.
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—that, by arrangement with his medical adviser,
I was able to call on the Speaker, Mr, Bell, this
morning, and found him very ill. He has been
very near the border, but I think he is distinctly
past the worst of it.

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : He is still very weak and
ill, and unable to see people; still I think he is
distinetly on the mend.

Hownourasre MeMBERS : Hear, hear !

The PREMIER : T informed him that hon.
members particularly regretted his enforced
absence, and I am sure hon, members will join
with me in sympathising with him and Mrs.
Bell in his long absence, and we shall all be glad
to see him back in his place again.

Hoxourasre MeMBERS : Hear, hoar !

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at twenty-five minutes
past 10 o’clock.





