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TUESDAY, 19 JULY, 1910. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER (W. D. Armstrong, 
Esq., Lockyer) took the chair at half-J,ast 3 
o'clock. 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 1. 
ASSENT. 

Tho DEPUTY SPEAKER announced the 
receipt of a mes,age from HiH Excellency the 
Governor intimating his assent to this Biil. 

Dl<:ATH OF KING EDWARD VII., 
AND ACCESSION OF KING 
GEORGE V. 

PRESEKTATION OF ADDRESS TO THE 
GO,VERNOR. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have to 
inform the Home that I this day pre­
sented to the Governor the Address to the 
Crown on the Death of King- Edward VII., 
agreed to by the House on the 18th instant, 
and that His Excellency was pleased to 
make the following reply:-

"Government Honse, 
Brisbane. 

"MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER AND GENTLEMEN 
OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 0~' 
QUEENSLAND,-

" It has afforded me much pleasure to 
receive the resolution that you have agreed 
to in Parlittment, which I shall not fail to 
t-mnsmit at the earliest pos,dble date to 
the Right Honourable the Secretary of 
State, with the request that the same may 
be duly laid before His Most Gracious 
Majesty King George the Fifth. 

"WM. MAcGREGOR. 
"19th July, 1910." 

PAPERS. 
The following_ papers, laid on the table, were 

ordered to be prmted :-
Return to an Order, relative to votes polled 

at the late Bible in State schools re­
ferendum, made by the House, on 
motion of Mr. Maughan, on 13th instant. 

Regulations under the Health Act of 1900. 

PETITION. 
EVANGELICAL I,UTHERAN CHURCH, 'VICKHAM 

'fERRACE, BILL. 
Mr. MACARTNEY (B1·isbane North) pre>en­

ted a petition from the trustees of the Lutheran 
Church, "\Vickham terrace, praying for leave to 
introduce a Bill to enable the1n to mortgage 
certain land and to a.pply the money so raised to 
the erection of buildings on the site for letting 
purposes. 

Petition received. 

QUESTIONS. 
SURVEY 0>' BLAIR ATHOL RAILWAY. 

Mr. WINSTANLEY (Charters Towet·s) 
asked the Secretary for Railways-

1. Has the survey promised by the Minister for 
Railways from Blair Athol to the Northern Railway 
been made ? 

2. What is the report concerning the route? 
3. If not yet made, when is the survey to be 

made? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 

(Hon. W. T. Paget, JJ1ackay) replied-
1 and 3. Examinations of the country between. 

Central and the Great Northern Railways have been. 
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made, but before deciding upon the route it is 
desrred to compare the routes via Olermont to 
R.avenswood, Charters Towers and Pentland with 
thase from Barcaldine to Hughenden and Long­
reach to \Vinton, but there is no surveyor avail~ 
able for this work at present. 

2. The reports so far are not favourable for close 
settlement, but they are not by any means definite 
as to cost of construction or settlement. 

POLICE REGULATION No. 686. 
Mr. 'l'Hl<]ODORE (Woothakata) asked the 

Home Secretary :-· 
Is it his intention to have repealed the Police 

Regulation known as G-eneral Order No. 686, re~ 
lating to the obligations of police who reside out 
of harra ..... ka, and which deniea to them the right 
to be absent from their homes after 10 p.m., or to 
at any time appear in public in plain clothes, 
un1e-ss they first obtain Jeave to do- so from the 
officer or sub-officer in charge? 

The HOME SECREJ'ARY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, A/bed) replied­

No. 
PRICES FOR CANE, MOUNT BAUPLE MILL. 

Mr. WALKER (Wide Bay) asked the Trea· 
surer-

1. Is it a fact that the Mount Bauple Mill pays a 
hhrher price for cane bou~ht from Pialba growers 
than for cane bought from Mount Bauple growers ? 

2. If .so, what advantage, if any, accrues to the 
Mount Bauple canegrowers ? 

The TREASURER (Hon. A. G. C. Haw-. 
thorn, Enoggera) replied-

1. The price paid for Pialba cane is 12s. 6d. per 
ton in trucks on the Government railway line, and 
the price for Mount Bo.uple cane averages 12s. 4d. 
per ton. 

2. Pialba cane was purchased in order that the 
Mount Bauple 1<J:ill might work as near its full 
capacity as was possible. It was necessary to have 
a 1fl~rge volume of cane to treat in order that the 
mill could be worked at a minimum cost and with 
more than a single shift~ which makes the differw 
ence in cost of manufacture very considerable. 

Pialba growers have to haul their c~.:me to the 
railway line distances ranging up to 8 miles, which 
haulage they pay themselves, and owing to this 
the net value received by them for the cane must 
average very much less than the average for Mount 
Balple cane. If Mount Bauple cane only were 
treated, a. very considerable reduction would have · 
to he made in the price paid to those growers. 

COST, ETC., RENARD TRAIN. 
Mr. BARBER (Bundxberg) asked the Secre-

tary for Railways-
1. What was the total cost of the Renard train? 
2. Where is it at present? 
3. Is it of any practical utility? 
4. What eommissioru (if any) were paid in con­

nection with its purchase, and to whom? 
5. What was the date on which it made its first 

journey "from Ipswich to Brisbane? 
6. What amount (if any) has the train earned? 
7. V\lhat expenses have been incurred in connec~ 

tion with the train since it was made ready to 
travel in Queensland? 

The SECRETARY JfOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

1. £4,094 (including cost of erection and spare 
parts). 

2. Ipswich. 
3. Yes. 
4. None 
5. 6th January, 1910. 
6. Practically nothing, but £1 18s. 9d. has been 

received for carrying loads for test purposes. 
7. £108 (including driver's wages). 
Arrangements are now being mude to place the 

road in order so as to run the Renard train between 
the Texas district and the Warwick-G6ondiwindi 
Railway. 

FORCING A CROWN PROSECUTOR TO FILE A Brr.L. 
Mr. BARBER asked the Premier-
1. Has he seen it reported in the Courier of tha 

13th instant that the Crown Prosecutor in the 
District Court case against Ross. chnrged with 
false pretences, had stated that he had been forced 
to file a bill by the Department of Justice against 
his own judgment P 

2. If that statement is correct, who is the officer 
01· officers of the Department of tTustice responsible 
for so directing that a bill should be filed ? 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Kidston, Roek­
hampton) replied-

1. Yes. 
2. The Attorney-General. 

COST OF BIBLE IN STATE SCHOOLS REFERENDUM. 
Mr. MAY asked the Home Secretary-
'\Vhat was the total cost to the Sto .. te in connec­

tion with taking the recent Bible in State schools 
referendun1_? 

The HOM.B} SECRETARY replied­
£4,880 3s. 4d. 

INCOME TAX REFERENDUM. 
Mr. MANN (Cairns) asked the Premier-

. \Yill he, during the present session, make pro­
VISIOn whereby a :refe1·endum may be taken at an 
early date to ascertain if the people of Queens­
land favour the abolition or reduction of the in~ 
come tax? 

The PREMIER ropi!ed­
Not this session. 

SCPPLY Ol!' FIR}]WOOD TO CENTHAL :iYIILLS BY 
ASIATICS. 

Mr. FERRICKS (B01oen) asked the Trea­
surer-

Will he take steps to prevent the use at Go­
vernment central mills of :fi.rewood which has been 
procured by Asiatics, irrespective of such firewood 
being supplied by contractors who employ coloured 
labour or who sublet their contracts to coloured 
aliens? 

The TREASuRER repiied-
No late information is available at the head 

office,, but inquiries are being made as to the 
position at the mills. 

PROPOSED STATE F AR!>I AT ATHERTON. 
lVIr. MANN a~ked the Secretary for Agri­

culture-
Is he taking any steps to establish a State farm 

at Atherton in view of the promi,ge of the Homa 
Secretary that such farm would be established? 

The SEORE'rARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. "\V. T. Paget, JWackay) replied-

The advisability of starting a State farm in 
the North has not been lost sig-ht of. 

PORT AL!>fA RAILWAY. 
Mr. BRESL1N (Port Curtis) asked the Secre­

tary for Railways-
( a) The estimated cost of buildino- the Port Alma 

Railway when the Bill Was before this House? 
(b) The total expenditure to date? 
(e) The amount of work done? 
(d) Has any work been done on the sandpans or 

mudiiats? 
(e) Has the Railway Department any idea of the 

amount which .such line, if completed, is now 
expected to cost? 

The SECRETARY I<'OR RAILWAYS 
replied-

(a) £70,000. 
(b) £26,000. 
(c) Earthworks complete to 8~ miles, more 'than 

half the distance. 
(d) Yes; over 5 miles .. of .embankment made. 
(e) There is no reason to suppose that the parlia· 

mentary estimate will be exceeded; 
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PoRTEi\s ENGAGED AS SHUNTERS. 
Mr. NEVITT (C'a?')JentaTia) asked the Secre-

tacry for Rail ways- * 
Is it true that porters are being asked to do 

shunting work at porters' wages--viz., 6s. per day? 

The SECRETARY FOI~ RAILWAYS 
replied-

No ; but a porter must necessarily try to qualify 
himself before he is eligible for promotion to the 
position of shunter. 

APPROACH TO GLADSTONE JETTY. 
Mr. BRESLIN asked the Secretary for R~il· 

ways-
( a) The cost of the approach built by the Rail· 

way Department at Gladstone ,Jetty? 
(b) Who authorised this work, and at whose re· 

quest was it undertaken? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

( a) £6,314 12s. lOd. 
(b) The Treasurer. The work was carried out by 

the Oommi"sioner for Railways at the request of 
the Treasurer. 

HYDRAUI,IO ENGINEER'S REPOR'l'. 
Mr. MANN, in the absence of Mr. Blair 

(Ips1cich ), aB ked the Treasurer- · 
When does he expect to be able to lay the report 

of the Hydraulic Engineer upon the table of the 
House? 

The TREASURER replied-
Owing to retrenchment some years ago in the 

public service, the Hydraulic Engineer's staff was 
so reduced. that it was necessary to discontinue the 
issue of annual reports. The staff has, howe-ver, 
lately been jncreased, and a summary report will be 
shortly issued. It is hoped the,t the usual detailed 
a,nnual repoTt will be issued from next year. 

GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY. 
1\fr. COYNE (Warrego), in the absence of 

Mr. J. M. Hunter, aBked the SEcretary for 
Public Lands--

In view of the fact that preliminary steps have 
been taken towards the construction of a grand 
trunk railway by the Government, and its inten~ 
tion to ask authority from this Rouse to furthetr 

. prosecute the work, what action., if any, is the 
Government taking to protect the interests of 
the public by-

(a) The discontinuance of the sale of lands along 
the proposed route? ,. 

(b) The refusal to extend, renew, or grant leases 
of pastoral lands for lengthened periods ? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. D. ]!'. Denham, Oxley) replied-

Public interests are being fully conserved. 

FEES PAID TO BARRISTERS AND 
SOLICITORS. 

On the motion of Mr. MURPHY (C'1·oydon), 
it was formally resolved-

That there be laid on the table of the Rouse a 
t•eturn showing the fees paid to barristers and 
.solicitors since the last return was furnished to 
the House. 

ELECTORAL STATISTICS SINCE 1859. 
On the motion of Mr. MAUGHAN (Ipswich) 

it was formally resolved-- ' 
That there be laid npon the table of the Rouse 

a tabulated statement showing-· 
1. The division of the State into electorates for 

the purpose of the first electwns to the Parliament 
of Queensland; indicating-

(a) The area of the electorates ; 
(b) The approximate number of electors in each 

electo,~te; 
(c) The ntimber of memb,er~ representing' each 

electorate. · · · 

2. The division of the State into electorates under 
the Additional Members Acts of 1864 .and 1885 re· 
spectively; indicatiug-

(a) The area of the electorates; 
(b) The approximate number of electors iu each 

electorate ; 
(e) 1'he number of members representin·g each 

electorate. 
3. The division of the State into electorates under 

the Electoral Districts Acts of 1878, 1887, and 1892, 
respectively; indicating-

( a) 'rhe area of the electorates; 
(b) The approximate number of electors in each 

electo1·ate ; 
(c) The number of members representing each 

electorate. 
4. The population and distribution of the popula-

tion-
(a) At the date of separation ; 
(b) In 1864; 
(c) In 1878; 
(d) In 1885; 
(e) In 1887; 
•.f) In 1803; and 
lg) .At the present date. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

HoN. R. PHILP (Townsville), who was­
greeted with "Hear, hears!" said: I have 
very much pleasure in supporting the 
Address in Reply. I think the Government 
are to be congratulated on the splendid 
seasons we hav'e had, and the splendid 
returns from all sources under their care. 
Since I have been in Queensland-that i& 
a good: many years-I have never known 
Queensland m such a prosperous state. Of 
oou;rse, I am •no•t going to say tha.t the 
Government deserve all the credit-(hear, 
hear !)-or the other side. I think the result 
is mainly due to the splendid seasons we 
have had, and the past actions of all Govern· 
ments in making provision in good and bad 
times for opening up this great country, 
(Hear, hear!) In Queensland we have three 
big industries-agriculture, mining, and pas­
toral. We have not done much in manu­
facture-that wili come, I hope. But mainly 
this country is depending on the prosperity 
of those three big industries, and I say that 
anything this House can do to further those 
ind'ustrie,s is Ju1rthering :the prosperity df 
this g·reat country. (Hear, hear!) I think 
the Lands administration can be congratu· 
lated. I know there arle men in this House, 
and outside, who will tell you that the Land 
Acts are not good-that they are too cumber­
some and complicated-that nobody under· 
stands them, but to my knowledge the Land 
Acts of Queensland a.re the most progressive 
and most liberal of any Land Acts in Aus­
tralia. (Hear, hear!) To wit, look at the 
enormous are<t of country now being taken 
up in Queensland. People are coming from 
all the other States-Victoria, New South 
Wales, and New Zealand-to take up land 
in Queensland. \V e do not ever hear of 
anyone in Queensland taking up land im New 
South Wales. I think I heard one member 
talk about a man going from Cairns to take. 
up land in Canada, and I do not mind making 

· the assertion that in a very short time that 
man will return from Canada to Queensland. 

Mr. MANN: No. He just recently came­
from Scotland, but he could not get any 
land. 

HoN. R. PHILP: No matter how pros­
perous a State is, you will always meet some 
people who are not satisfied, and sometimes 
a big body of people. But at the present 
time there is no State in Australia where the· 
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Land Acts are so much appreciated as in 
Queensland. I hope the proposed Land Bill 
will simplify a number of the onerous and 
ponderous means of getting land. I also 
want to point out that it would be a good 
thing if we could decentralise our land offices 
somewhat. (Hear, hear!) I': think ;there 
should be a head office of the Lands Depart­
ment in 1'ownsville, and one also in Rock­
hampton, where, without reference to Bris­
bane, hnd might be taken up and settled. 
I would like to see land being thrown open 
without survey at all. (Hear, hear 1) It was 
the case at one time in Queensland-selection 
without survey-and was a great success. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It was open to abuse. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Every Act you have is 
-open to abuse. There. are many cases yvhere 
we might open a certam area ?f. land w1tho"!t 
·survey if there was anyone wlllmg to take _,t 
up. 1'hat was the case many years ago m 
Queensland. There might have been abuses, 
but it· was certainly the means of settling 
.people on the land quickly. I quite sym­
pathise with the Minister with the slow 
means of getting land surveyed now. So far 
:as I understand, all the surveyors available 
are engaged by the department, and every 
means possible taken to survey land quickly. 
Further than that, look at the enormouB 
quantity of land taken up during the last six 
months---over 4,000,000 acres of land selected 
in Queensland during the last six months. 
Is there another State in Australia where 
theYe has been as much land taken up in 
twelve months? I do not think so. What l 
would like to see is more of the land selected 
being put under cultivation. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
HoN. R. PHILP: At one time it was said 

the squatter was a cormorant--that he took 
up more land than he required. I think now 
that 1,280 acres of land in agricultural dis­
tricts is too much. It would be better if the 
area wore reduced, and instead of one man 
getting 1,280 acres, two might get 640 acres 
each, or, perhaps, four 320 acres each, and a 
greater portion of that land would be put 
under cultivation. In fact, it would! be a very 
good thing to make some provision whereby, 
'in the event of land being selected, that so 
much shall be put under cultivation every 
year. It would lead to less land beinl;\' taken 
up for speculation, and more land bemg put 
under cultivation. (Hear, hee"r !) Of course, 
I admit there is a dearth of farm labourers 
to cultivate land. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
HoN. R. PHILP: I know in some districts 

men are not to be had, and a number of men 
are giving up the dairying industry because 
they cannot get labour to milk the cows. 
(Hear, hear!) I must congratulate the 
·Government on the vigorous immigration 
policy now being carried out, and I think it 
is time that there should be a further 
increase in the number of immigrants coming 
to Queensland. I understand not a single 
immigrant is available to-day, notwithstand­
ing the thousands that have come to Queens­
land during this year. On the whole, I think 
we are getting a fair class of immigrants. 
I dare say you will find members in the 
House say some are not desirable. That 
may be, but on the whole I think we are 
getting as fine a class of men and women as 
ever we got. I hope the Government will 
bring out, double the quantity of immigrants 
coming to Queensland at the present time. 
That is one of the crying wants in this fair 

country. I regret mining is not so flourish­
ing in Queensland as it has been. Why this· 
is so is very difficult to say, and I would 
advise the mining members in this House­
while I was sittmg on the front bench as 
Minister for Mines, I advised them then to 
meet the Minister, and try to devise some 
means of improving the mining industry. I 
would like to see some of the old goldfields. 
such as Gympie and Charters Towers, tried 
m some way. vVe have now built more rail­
ways, and I have great hopes that the line 
built to the Etheridge will make that old 
field much more prosperous. We have vast 
mineral rewurces, but the low prices obtain­
mg has retarded the copper industry. In 
several cases the mining industry has been 
the salvation of Queensland, and, strange to 
say, It always, seems to be in bad times that 
mining seems to be in the, a.scendant. I would 
like to see it always in the ascendant. Taking 
it all in all, mining has done a gre,at deal 

for Queensland ; and with better 
[4 p.m.] prices for copper and the baser 

metals I hope to see some of the 
fields that have been practically laid up 
flourishing again. I advise mining members 
to meet among themselves and to meet the 
Minister-who has shown himself willing to 
help them in every possible way-and see if 
they can propose something to revive the 
mining industry in Queensland. In agricul­
ture in Queensland the biggest thing is the 
growth of sugar. There are plenty of mem­
bers on this side, and on the other side, who 
will talk about wheat-growing and dairying. I 
know a little about sugar, and I want to sup­
plement some of the remarks made by the 
hon. member for Herbert. Last year I said 
I thought the Government could well afford 
to build three new central mills-one at Ayr, 
one on the Johnstone, and one on the Mul­
grave. Since last year I find there is no 
necessity for Government assistance as far as 
Ayr is concerned, because some of the 
planters there intend putting up a central 
mill on this side of the Burclekin sufficient 
to make 14,000 to 15,000 tons of sugar a year. 

Mr. MunPHY: At Inkerman. It won't be 
any good to the Ayr side of the river. 

HoN. R PHILP: If there is a bridge 
there it will be good for both sides. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: If! 

HoN. R. PHILP: With respect to the 
Johnstone River, this House, and more than 
one Government, made a pledge to provide 
a mill. I passed a Bill to borrow money for 
a mill un the Johnstone and a mill on the 
Mulgrave; but I am not going to, weary the 
House by showing why it went no further. 
There is now a splendid opportunity for the 
Government to put up one large mill that 
will do fur both the J ohnstone River people 
and the Mulgrave people. 

Mr. lYIANN : There is room for three. 
HoN. R.. PB'ILP: There might be room 

for ten; but the Government would be justi­
fied in putting up a mill capable of turning 
out 15,000 tons that would serve both the 
Johnstone and the Mulgrave. There may 
have been reasons three or four years ago 
why no more central mills were required. 
Three years ago we exported sugar, because 
we had made more than Australia could con­
sume; but two years ago we had to import 
50,000 tons, and last year wc imported 70,000 
tons into Australia. I don't think we shall 
require to import so much this year, but not­
withstanding this year's plentiful crop, and 

Hon. R. Philp.] 
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the fact that every mill of any size will be 
occupied up to its limit, we shall still be short 
of sugar to supply Australia. That being so, 
I see no reason why the Government should 
not build this mill, which this House is prac­
tically pledged to build. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: What about the 
policy of the Federal Government? 

HoN. R. PHILP: I do not think any 
Government, whether the present Federal 
Government or any <Jther, will do anything to 
disturb the protective policy existing in Aus­
tralia. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear l 
HoN. R. PHILP: And so long as Australia 

is protected, they must protect sugar just as 
they protect flour or wine. I think there 
would be an indignant cry throughout Aus­
tralia if any one industry was singled out for 
no protection; and unless sugar gets protec­
tion it cannot be made with white labour. 

OPPOSITION ]\ifEMBERS: Hear, hear I 

HoN. R. PHILP: vVe can make sufficient 
sugar for Australia. Every child born and 
every individual brought to Australia con­
sumes 1 cwt. of sugar per annum. I am glad 
to s~e that the population ;?f Austr!"lia is 
grow1ng. jjor a. nt.uuber or years 1t was 
stagnant. For five <Jr six or seven years 
after federation there were no new people 
coming, but now the population is growing, 
and people are coming not only to Queens­
land but to the other States of Australia. 
Every steamer leaving London is full of pas­
sengers, so much so that every line is putting 
on more vessels to bring people to Australia. 
I think therefore it will take us all our time 
to overtake the wants of sugar consumers in 
Australia. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. R. PHILP: The Government are 
committed to a certain extent to build these 
mills, and there is less risk than the Govern­
ment of which I was a member would have 
incurred in asking Parliament to authorise 
£500,000 for central miils. The experiment 
of building central mills has turned out very 
well; and but for that experin1e:nt it would 
not have been so easy to carry on the produc­
tion of sugar by white labour. I think both 
sides will admit that the sugar industry is of 
vital importance to Queensland. 

HONOURABLE MEJVIBERS: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. R. PHILP: Now that we have under­
taken to make sugar for Australia, we should 
not halt in doing it.. Victoria made alfi 
attempt some time ago to grow sugar from 
beet-root; and if we cannot make sufficient 
sugar in Queensland the chances are that the 
Federal Government will try to< make it some 
day in the Northern Territory, where there is 
suitable land. I say we have the whole of 
that business, and we ought to keep it. (Hear, 
hear!) It may be said that it is good enough 
for private enterprise, and I am glad the Ayr 
people are gning to put up a mill. A promise 
was made that money would be advanced for 
a mill -on the Johnstone, and, as there is no 
risk as far as I know in building this mill, I 
think the Government should advance the 
money. ·(Hear, hear!) I think they should 
advance sufficient to build a big mill, because 
the bigger the mill the cheaper you can make 
the sugar and the more you can afford to 
give the farmer for his cane. I think it 
would be one of the best possible investments 
for Queensland to advance sufficient to build 

[Hon. R. Philp. 

a 15,000-ton mill for the Johnstone and the' 
Mulgrave. I think I have said sufficient· 
ahout the sugar industry, except that in the· 
North we have an advantage over the South 
in the matter of growing sugar. I suppose on 
the Johnstone R.iver there never was a failure· 
of the crop yet; they have never been short 
of rain, and there has never been a frost. 
The home of the sugar-cane is that part of 
Queensland, and I hope the Government win 
reconsider their decision. And I hope they 
must see that there is not the slightest fear to. 
be apprehended from Federal legislation. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. R.. PHILP: Australia is pledged to 
protection, and we only seek such protection for 
sugar as is given to the products of other parts 
of Australia. Flour is protected £2 10s. a 
ton; wine is protected up to 6s. a gallon; and 
why should not sugar be protected? 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Continue the 
b<Jnus. · 

HoN. R. PHILP: Whether it is a bonus or 
a prot-ective duty it matters not-it is all pro­
tootion. I hope the Government will ask the 
House this session to authorise sufficient money 
for the erection of such a mill as I ha.ve indi­
cated. Now, the pastoral industry is also 
£erred to; and I be-lieve the Government 
tend asking the Iiouse this session to pa.ss a 
Bill to cause the building of a. transcon­
tinental railway. I dare say there· are fifty 
different opinions in this House about the 
wute the line should take. Persor1ally, I do 
not cBxs what route is. ta-ken, so long as line8-
go out further west, and they npen up the 
whole of this great country. I maintain that 
the lines now gDing to Charleville, to Long~ 
reach, and to CJ.oncurry, have opened up those 
parts of the country. Those living tl1ose 
railways cannot cvmplain about cam~ 
munication. It is those further west, and a 
great deal further we•st-which is no man's 
land at present-who want similar means of 
communication. Some of the country is 
taken up, and some not, beyond a few cattle 
stations in some places. ]'rom all I can learn 
-and I have also some little knowledge myself 
-there is just as much country fit for sheep-
and cattle west of those line•s as there is east 
of tbem. (Hea~·, hear!) The squatter has 
been lo·Gked upon not with the best of favour 
in times past; but e•ven now I say he has 
beBn a great pioneer in this country; and 
after all, what does he do? He simply uses 
the grass, which before he' came there the 
blacks us-ed to burn off every year. And when 
his tin1e comes, he has to go further out; and 
vou must remember that a great many small 
peopleJ own sheep and cattle, and they have 
]ust as much right to- be considered as weU as 
anybody else~-as the miner or the farmer. 
We must remember that when the pastoral 
industrv is flourishing, then generally the 
whole ;:,f the States are f!<Jurishing too, be­
cause it gives an immense a.mount of employ­
ment-first to the stockmen, theri to the 
shearer and to the carrier, then to the rail­
way men, and then to the wharf lump-er. The 
big meatworks along our coast are also now 
giving a great deal of empl<Jyment to a lot of 
men at good wages. 

Mr. O'SuLUVAN: Better wages than they 
nsed to be. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Everybody in Queensland 
are getting better wages than the~ used to get 
---everyone is getting good wages. V( e want 
industrie·s to keep them going and to mcrease 
them if possible, and if this country at the 
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present time can carry 20,000,000 head of 
sheep and 4,000,000 or 5,{)00,000 head of cattle, 
I have no hesitation in stating that if we 
carry our lines west and north-west we can 
double the carrying capacity with regard to 
our stock in Queensland. 

Mr. LAND: Find a market for them. 
HoN. R. PHILP: It is only last Thursday 

I was reading a Sydney paper, and I saw a 
letter from a. contributer, "W. l'ii. B.," 
headed " The Empty North: The Great 
Prairio Lands," of which I will read a por­
tion. He says-

The pr::nne, or, as it is n1ore generally called, 
the downs oi North Australia, is nwst extensive. 
This gren,'t prairi{e, lying between pnrallels 17 
degrees to 21 degrees, Extends through three States~ 
namely i..Vestern Australia, the Northern Territory, 
and Queensland. 1rhe Kim?erley and , Yictoria 
prairie is separe~ted from the 11n:rk.lay pn.t1r1e by a 
stretch of semi-forest country, 170 miles wide, and 
the Barklay fro,m' the Flinders (Queensland) by the 
Mackinlay Range. \Vith itB regular rninfall and 
luxuriant fodders this prairie country should be the 
greatest sheepwalk in the world. I estimate that 
5o 000,000 sheep, besides other animals, could be 
dePastured there. This is no idle boast; men long 
resident in· the north are of the sume opinion. At 
the present time the best beef in the Commonwealth 
is gTO\Yn in this country. But this great area is 
practicallv emp·ty, rcqu.iring railways to con-vert 
it into wOol-growing instead of cattle-raising. The 
tablelands of the north are exceptionally suitable 
for Lhe gTO\¥th of good wool, wool-gTowing is a fine 
staple nrocluct, and 'vhen it comes to Taising 
millions~ of sheep thE. value of this industrial weal-th 
cannot be easily understood even by those who are 
nccnstomed to ponder over the future productivity 
of thiti continent. The difficulties do not appear 
greater than have been contended with, and over­
come in America, ·where thousands of miles of rgil~ 
way u,re largely occupied in the transit of cattle, 
many days and nights being required for a journey. 
One pstablishment for shipping and canning meat has 
a slallghtering capacity annually of 4CO,OOO cattle, 
and others bring up the grand total to about 
2,500,0UO head. In Ame-rica stock are brought 
further than is necessary in Australia. It is 
generally u.dmitted that ..A.ustralian meat is better 
than. .Am{'rican. Thousands of their cattle are sent 
to m11rket from such cold regions that it may well 
appear surprising that they fatten at all. It is, 
therefore, absurd to suppose thut with a climate 
Jnoro favourable to the raising of stock, and a 
pasturage producing a better qua1ity of meat, Aus­
tralia cannot compete with them. All you luwe 
to do is to produce n1oro. The Barklay T:ibleland, 
an area. of 40,000 s<:J.nare miles, is roughly estimated 
to carry 1.5,000,000 sheep, besides cattle, horses, and 
Angora goats. The 1Jack: country of Queensland, the 
Georglnn, Cooper, und Diamantina Rivers, sllould 
add another 25,000,000, the Yictoria River a further 
10,000,000. Looking now at these waste lands this 
may appear like a.n enthusiast's idle dream, but it 
is capable of realisation. Ca.pital and railways are 
the levers to work this change-. It should be the 
Austra.lian pohcy to urge on the development of the 
Sm·tbern 1l'crritory, until it is int8rsected with rail~ 
ways and covered in sheep, cattle, and horses. The 
tab~elands of North .Australia are be~~utiful country, 
ery1ng out for 1·ailways, which would open up great 
di,stricts, carry millions of stock, and huge wool 
clips to mo,rket, besides saving drought-stricken 
are~s in tim~ of drought.. Had. this country been 
n.vmlable dunng the last d1Bastxou.a drought millions 
of .stock would have been suved. It was then and 
always 1s, waving in grass, and grass of the ~ight 
and best description. 
A~ the pre~ent time there is only one sheep 

stat10n on the tablelands,. viz., Avon Downs. 

This gentleman may be an enthusiast, and he 
has a right to be, but I certajn]y believe we 
could easily carry 20,000,000 more sheep in 
Queensland, and 4,000,000 or 5,000,000 more 
head of cattl~, if we had railways through 
the Western distncts. It has been talked about 
for some years past that .the Fede•ral Govern­
ment are• going to build a transcontinental 
railway through Australia. Such a line 
through the Northern Territory won't help 

. Queensland at al_l-in fact, I do not think it 
will help Australm; but I_say If we make O?r 
minds up and are determmed to have a rail· 
way built to the border of Queensland, some· 
where near the Barklay Tableland, we can 
fairly ask t~e Federal G<;>v.ernment to carry the 
line from Pme Creek to J0111 our hne. Such a 
line would be the nearest route to ~urope; 
it would go through splendid country m m?st 
cases, and I believe it would pay. If the hne 
is carried from Oodnadatta, I say we shoJ:!ld 
not stop; we should go on ours.:;lves and bmld 
our line to the Northern Terntory. Such a 
line would tap the traffic of the best of the 
Northern •renitory country that lies along­
sict.:; Queensland. That wool could be taken 
to some of the Gulf ports and some of the 
eastern ports, and such a line, I am satisfied, 
would not only, help us to maintain do~1ble 
the• population we have at the present. time, 
but would make us prospe•rous enough eo pay 
our own way whBn some day the Federal Go­
vernment ceases to pay us the £1 5s. per head. 
We have• the opportunity now to borrow 
money, but the time mny come when we may 
have to go cap in hand to th~ Federal Go­
vernment, and 1Jeg for perm1ss1on to borrow 
money. But that time has not yet com.e, and 
I say that now we ha;:e the. opporhm1ty we 
should not cease, to bmld ra1l ways, not only 
in our agricultural districts but right through 
the back parts of Que·ensland. Such a po!icy, 
to my mind, would make Queensland m a 
very short time not only th0 . prosperous; 
but the most, populous StatB m whole O< 

Australia. 
HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hea.r! 
HoN. R. PHILP: I am not going to ¥Jeary 

the House very much longer. 
Mr. BowMAN: What would be the probable 

cost of such a rail way? 
HoN. E. PHILP: I do not think it will 

cost a great deal of money. 
Mr. HARDACRE: It will cost £5,000,000. 
HoN. R. : No, it will not cost 

, £5,000,000. milway that will be easily 
built, and it not cost above £2,500 or 
£3,000 per 

Mr. HARDAORE: It will cost millions to cross 
some of the rivers. (Government laughter.) 

HoN. R. PHILP: Millions to cross the 
rivers! If you were going over some 'of the 
ranges that there are there, unless you .:vvere 
told that they were i"anges you would not 
know that you were crossing them. 

The SEO.RSTARY FOil PUBLIC LANDS: He said 
rivers. 

HoN. R. PHILP: The rivers are all sand in 
nine cases out of ten in Western Queensland, 
and generaily they are as dry as a bone. There 
is verv little river there at a11, except in flood 
times." There is a splendid crossing- for 
Coope·r's Cre€k, t11e biggest waterway which 
there is them-that is just near Windorah. 
The hon. member for Mitchell knows it well, 
and he knows that it is a splendid crossing 
for a railway. That is by far the biggest 
river in the West. and at times it is dTy. 

Mr. RYLAND: It is 11 miles wide sometimes. 
HoN. R. PHILP: That is nothing irr flood 

time. I well remember when you could not 
get from Charters Towers to Townsville for 
weeks, owing to the flooded state of the river. 
'Ne know that in the wet season there is no 
traffic at all. If we had to wait in Queensland 
until the, Governmenb built high-level bridges 
over all the rivers, and high railways all 
over Queensland, then we would not have had 
1,000 miles of railway built to-day. 
. Hon, R. Philp.] 
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Mr. MuRPHY: Hear, hear! That is quite .. 
true. 

HoN .. R. P~HLP: The Burdekin, one of the 
fin_est nvers 11'; Queensland, was provided for 
thirty .years w1tl_l only !!: low-level bndge for 
the rmlway trafhc over It. Of course we can 
mag:mfy and mak~ mounta}ns out of any diffi­
culties. I am qmte certam that if \V estern 
Quecnsla.nd belonged to New South Wales or 
Viqto_ria that it would not be allowed to lie 
as It 1~ now. Members of this House may not 
know It, but there has not been a mile of rail­
way built \~est o~ Charleville during the last 
twenty yea1 s. 'I he extensiOn to Longreach 
was about twe_nty years ago, and then there 
was the extens,on to 'Vinton from Hughenden 
a few years later. 

Mr. BowwAN: What about the line to Cun­
namulla? 

HoN. R. PHILP: I call that going south. 
I referred to the extensions made to the 
Western country, as I consider that is the 
direction in which the extensions should be 
made. I would take all the railways further 
west, because I consider that there is some 
country further west of Charleville-and also 
west of Longreach and Winton-which is 
much better than a lot of country east of 
those places. I feel quite certain that the 
country west of those places will carry as much 
stock as is carried by the country to the east 
of them. Now, I am not going to abuse the 
Federal Government. (Hear, hear!) I can 
only saj that I am pleased that they are going 
to give us £1 .5s. per head, even for ten years. 
That is something, at any rate. At the rate 
they are going, we do not know wha.t the 
expenditure will be soon. When we entered 
into the federation we were told that it would 
cost only 3s. or 4s. per head. One of the 
stro_ngest advocates for federation at that time 
-Su Samuel Griffith-stated that it would 
only cost 3s. or 4s. per hea.d. But I find that 
under. this pew proposed arrangement Queens­
land IS gomg to pay £1 Ss. per head,. New 
South Wales £1 6s. per head, and Victoria £1 
per head. What we want to know is. why 
Queensland should be made to suffer in this 
way. Why should Queensland pay so much 
more than the other States? 

Mr. FERRICKS: Because the Premiers 
arranged it for £1 5s. per capita. 

HoN. R. PHILP: But the people of Aus­
tralia would not consent to that arrangement. 
(Labour laughter.) Queensland approved of 
it, but it was only because we thought it was 
going to be put into the Constitution. If we 
a.re going to be pena.lised to the extent of £1 
Ss. per capita. we ought certainly to get some 
qztid pro quo. 

Mr. CoYNE: What did the Premiers provide 
in the shape of a quid pro quo? 

HoN. R. PHILP: They thought it would 
be put into the Comtitution until the electors 
0f Australia chose to alter it. 

Mr. CoYNE: That is what you are getting 
now. 

HoN. R. PHILP: No. If you had put it 
into the Constitution it would ha.ve been very 
hard to get it out again. (Labour laughter.) 

Mr. LENNON: Tha.t is just what we told 
you 

HoN. R. PHILP: If in the first ten years 
of federation the expenditure rose from 3s: per 
head to £1 Ss., how much of it will be left 
at the end of another ten years' time? There 
are some members of the- Federal House of 
Parliament who think that it is even too much 

(ll on. R. Philp. 

to give the States £1 5s. per capita. 'I'hey 
want the whole of it for the Federal Parlia-­
ment. We have Sir William Lyne the cele­
brated financier, who said that the 'federation 
wanted the whole of it. You will find that by 
that time the positions of senators and members 
of the House of Representatives will be worth 
£1,000 a year. A salary of £6{)0 a year will not 
be enough for them by then, and you cannot 
get that money out of Customs revenue. Now, 
in the meantime we want to do all we can to 
cover our country by railways. We want to 
make our country so much more valuable, and 
get a much larger revenue than we are 
getting at the present time, because in time to 
come our land revenue will ha.ve to take the 
pla.ce of the Customs revenue we have lost 
and which we are going to lose. The Federal 
Prime Minister is going to give us a Federal 
bank note Issue, and we cannot complain. 
We have had a ba.nk note issue in Queensland 
since 1893, and it has been faidy successful. 
If Mr. Fisher brought in an Act, as Sir Hugh 
Ne•lson did in 1893, then no cne in Queensla.nd 
would complain of it at all. But I do not 
think that Mr. Fisher understa-nds Sir Hugh 
Nelson's Act. Mr. Fisher was in this House 
a.t the bne that Act was passed, and he voted 
agamst It; he asked a few questions about it. 
I see that Mr. Fisher proposes to issue 
£4,000,000 worth of notes, and a reserve of 
£1,000,000 in coin will be held to meet them. 
Sir Hugh. Nelson's Act never contemplated 
anythmg h!<e th~t at all. Sir Hugh Nelson, 
before passmg his Act, went to the banks in 
Queensland and sa.id, " If your circulation 
is £300,000 of notes, give me one-third in coin. 
I will give you fixed deposit for the other 
£200,000 at 2 per cent.'' Only three banks 
took advantage of that offer-the Royal. the 
Queensland National, and the Bank of North 
Queensland. So far as I knoW, this arrange­
ment has been observed ever since. All the 
other banks refused to have any of the Queens­
land notes on those terms, but just paid for 
the Queensland notes as they wanted them. 
They only took the Queensland notes as they 
required them. If Mr. Fisher is prepared to 
do as Sir Hugh Nelson did, he will find that 
he can get one-third of the gold to meet the 
note issue. He would certainly get a very 
handsome revenue from i·t at 2 per ·cent., 
because a great deal of that money is what the 
banks call " till money." The bank directors 
talke.d a.bout the dishonesty of Queensland 
keepmg the banks out of their "till money," 
and the a-greement was only made with three 
banks. If Mr. Fisher carries an Act of that 
kind he will not have £3,000,000 of money to 
spend. It will be a serious thing for the insti­
tutions of Australia if Mr. Fisher forces a 
loan like that on them. I would suggest that 
as we are going to pa.y 2s. ner hea.d more for 
federation than New South Wales, Ss. per 
head more than Victoria, and so much more 
than South Australia, that we in return should 
be allowed to keep our own note issue. 

HONOURABLE ME~fBERS: Hear, hea.r ! 
HoN. E. PHILP: That would only be a 

fair thing to do, as we would then get some­
thing out of federation, as at the present 
time we make £25,000 out of our own note 
issue. So far a.s I know, the Queensland note 
issue has been of very grea.t service to Queens­
land. (Hear, hear!) Of course, you must 
remember that when that Act was passed 
eight banks out of t.he eleven in Queensland 
had stopped payment. It was established in 
a time of panic. We have not experienced 
anything like that since that time, and I hope 
that we shall not. (Hear, hear!) If the Prime 
Minister of the, Commonwealth, in his wisdom, 
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"Wishes to do a fair thing to his own State of 
Queensland-and we only want a fair thing­
' no special favours at all-if he is going to talre 
'2s. per head more out of us, then we should 
:get it back in some other way. 

Mr. CoYNE: He took the same figure that 
.the Premiers agreed to. 

HoN. R. PHILP: If the hon. gentleman got 
. a job for a weel<: for £1, would he think it was 
as good a job as another one at .£1 a week 
·which lasted for a year? Not hkely. The 
Fede.ral Government offered us the £1 5s. per 
head for ten years. \V e were prepared to take 
it so long: as the amount was put into the Con­
stitution. but the people of Australia said 
"No." 'I cannot understand to-day why this 
·great democracy of Australia refused to con­
·trol their own finances, but preferred to hand 
them over to someone else to control them. 

Mr. FERRICKS: They now have the control 
·of iG themselves. 

HoN. R. PHILP: That is only my opinion. 
If Mr. Fisher wants to do justice to his ow.n 
State and return this extra money that he IS 

taking out of it, then he will leave us with our 
bank note issue to ourselves. 

Mr. Lt>NNON: Let us have a Commonwealth 
issue only. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Why should we have a 
'Commonwealth issue? 

Mr. LENNON: Because the Commonwealth 
has control of the currency under the Con­
·stitution. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Will t.he hon. member 
·explain to us how we can get that 2s. back? 
How can Mr. Fisher justify taking from his 
·.own State 2s. nor head more than he takes 
·from any other' State in the Commonwealth? 
South Australia is paying a great deal less 
than we are paying. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: They 
are paying only 18s: 9d. pe>;,l:iead. 

HoN. R. PHILP: That is not equitable. 
''rhat is not justice, and I say that -as com-
·pensation that injustice we should get 
.something retnrn. I remember the pro-
·posal made at the first conference held in 
Sydney, and how Sir Thomas Mcilwraith 
burst up the whole show when it was pro­
posed that we should get so much per head 
irrespective of the amount paid into the 
Customs., Of oourse, under the Braddon 
'Section we got 1vhatever \Vas due to us-no 
more and no less; but. under this new 
arrangement we shall be paying more per 
head towards the cost of federation than any 
-other Sbte. \Vhy should we pay more? Can 
any member in this Chamber justify such an 
injustice to Queensland? 

Mr. li'ERRICKS: You advocated it. 
HoN. R. PHII.P: I advocated the Premiers' 

agreement as a settlement, be­
'[4.30 p.m.J cause I thought we were going 

to get 25s. per head for all time. 
'\V e ~.hall not get 25s. per head next year. 
'\V e shall get only 25s. per head less our pro­
portion of £450,000. Every State in Australia 
has to meet very heavy obligations on the 
30th June and the 31st December in the shape 
·Of interest on debentures, and I am glad to 
·say that I have never yet known any State 
to be behind in meeting its obligations. All 
·the States have always honourably met their 
·obligations to the debenture-holders. But we 
·find that the Premier of the Commonwealth 
has failed to pay the money which was due 
:to the several States on the 30th June last, 
though he was as much obliged to pay that 
money as the States are obliged to pay their 

debts on the 30th June. The Commonwealth 
Premier failed to carry out the obligation 
imposed upon him by Act of Parliament. He 
had a deficiency of £450,CDO. Why did he 
not make it £800,000, and pay his debts to 
the States? The hon. gentleman made a 
boast that his deficiency was very small, but 
it was so small because he had not met his 
obligations to the States on the 30th June . 
He wanted to make the boast that he was 
more economical than his predecessors, but I 
contend that it would have been very much 
more to the honour of Australia and more 
to the honour of ]\fr. Fisher if he had paid 
the States the amounts due to them, even 
though in so doing he would have increased 
his deficiency. As it is, it is only a pa.per 
entry-some people call it ",cooking~' 
accounts--but I say it is only a paper entry, 
and his real deficit on the 30th June was 
£800,000. The withholding of the money due 
to the States did not make that deficiency 
any smaller. Mr. Fisher should have paid 
the States the money to which they were 
entitled. Some of the States might not have 
been in a position to pay interest on their 
loa.ns without that money. Lu\'kily, they all 
had balances and did not need it, but that 
position might very easily have been reversed. 
In any cast> there is no excuse for the 
Federal 'l.'reasurer in not meeting his obliga­
tions in the same way as the States have 
met theirs. 

Mr. HARDACRE: He did meet his obliga­
tions. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Mr. Fisher said he would 
pay the !Honey a fortnight later, but that is 
no j nstification for his action. What would 
be thought of Queensland if we cabled to the 
Agent-General in London stating that we 
had a deficiency this year and could not pay 
our interest. till the 15th July? What recep­
tion would Que.ensland meet with under those 
circumstances when she wished to float"" 
another loan in the old country? Why, the 
money-lend~rs would say, "You are a 
defaulter, and we cannot offer you the same 
terms as we give to those States that have 
always paid their interest when it was due." 
What would the ·public servants say if the 
Government did not pay their salaries till the 
15th July because there was a deficiency in 
the public acoounts? 

Mr. LESINA: There would be a gory riot. 
HoN. R. PHILP: Mr. Fisher is in exactly 

the same position as Mr. Kidston, or any 
other State Treasurer, who has to pay his 
debts when due. However, I think I have 
detained the House long enough. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: No, no! Go on. 
HoN. R. PHILP: I have said as much 

about the Address in Reply as I want to say. 
I only hope that members on both sides of 
the House wili address themselves to busi­
ness, an,i that much benefit will result from 
this session. Now is our opportunity to go 
in for a vigorous public works policy. We 
can carry out such a policy now, but ten 
years hence we may not be able to do it. The 
blow will come some day; it may come ten 
years hence. If we are sitting in this House 
t.en years henc<>, we may find the Federal 
Government telling us that they want all the 
revenue from Customs and Excise. I say 
we want to make Queensland independent of 
the monev we receive from Customs and 
Excise; we should do that now, and the only 
way in which we can do it is to go in for a 
vigorous policy of immigration and a 
vigorous public works policy. I have shown 

. Hon. R. Philp.] 
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you already what other people think of 
(~ueensland. \V e have the finest State in the 
Commonwealth, buj; we are not making the 
be,st use of it, and this House is as much to 
blame for that as anybody, and will be still 
more to blame if we do, not insist upon rail­
ways being built wherever we have land that 
is suitable for occupation during the next ten 
years. During the last forty-five years we 
have spent something like £24,000,000 in 
building railways, and I say we should 
spend a similar sum during the next 
ten years. No doubt we have made some 
mistakes in the past, and we may make 
thein in thE.' future, but we know from experi­
ence what a benefit the building of railways 
has been to this State. The eyes of the whole 
of Australia aro on Queensland. In almost 
every you take up you will find 
reference attractions of Queensland. 
Hundreds of people are coming here every 
week; indeed, the whole of Australia is now 
being attracted to 'lueensland. Let us make 
the most of our opportunity. "'vVe have an 
opportunity now of sending the State ahead; 
let us make the most of it. Let us give them 
the opportunity and inducement to come and 
invest their monev in the State. Nothing 
that has been done in Queensland has bene, 
fited the State so much as the building of 
railways. I remember t'hat when Sir Thomas 
Mcilwraith brought in his proposal to float a 
£3,0CO,OOO loan for railway purposes people 
looked aghast at the proposal. He was asked 
where the raihvays going to. He did 
not reply) but Sir Paln1er re.plied, 
" Towards the setting sun. I contend that 
we should go on building railways " tovvards 
the setting sun." 'When the successor of Sir 
Thornas .IYfcihvraith ca1ne into office he asked 
for and obtained authority to float a loan of 
£10,00(},000. I think the loan money Df 
Queensland has been better spent than the 
loan n1oney of any other State in the Com­
~monwealth~ even though we did n1ake some 
mistakes in regard to that expenditure. But 
w~ canno~ make a mistake in extending our 
railways mto v'lestcm Queensland in build­
ing ~ailw~ys in agricultural distri~ts, and in 
runnmg- hnes a,)ong our coast. V'! e have over­
co.me all.the great difficulties of crossing ranges 
with railways. We have not now to build 
railways that will involve great expenditure. 
We have got over the range toToowoomba. I 
believe it cost £17,000 a mile to build the line 
from Ipswich to Toowoomba. We know what 
the Cairns Hailway cost. \Ve know that all 
the coast lines were costly to build. But we 
have got over the coast ranges 11ow, and 
we have bmld Dn level country, where con-
struc:tion I think £2,500 or £3,000 
a, m1le all t.he railways we need, 
and we to build them. W c; should alw 
bu~ld a coast railway from Brisbane to 
Cairns. (Hear, hear!) Of course portions of 
that line are being built by local anthorities, 
but we should connect uo all those lines 
There is a gi,eat deal of 'good agriculturai 
land along the coast, and it is on the coast 
-yve want 

1
to ~etple agriculturists, where there 

JS a gooo ram tall. ~V e should settle people 
there first. If that Is done, then I predict 
a future for Queensland which I do not 
believe any hon. membm· of this House has 
Y"t dreamed of. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MAUGHAN (Ipswich): In common 
with h_on. members who have already spoken. 
I cord1ally endors:e the utt.eranc<:s which have 
be•en ventilated in this House with regard 
to the dea.th of the late King. I also 'cor-

[ Hon. R. Philp. 

dially endorse all the remarks that have beem 
made of the late• King with regard to his 
peacemaking proclivities. At the same time 
~s a me~ber of the Labour party, I should; 
.Ike, to pomt out that, 1f thBrB• Is any party in 
the world that has proclaimed from the house­
tops a desire to have peace with all nations 
it is the Labour parnty .. In every cot{ntry 
t~e Labour party IS nghbng- for g-rBat prin­
Ciples and ;Or a great cause; but we go· 
further than that. Our party throughout the 
world has always taken as the basis of its, 
ope~·ations in intelfnati~onal affairs peaceful 
n~ethod8. But w-e are not met herB to~d:1y to 
discuss that. In the short time that I have 
at my disposrJ this afternoon I should like to 
take adva11ta¥e of the occasion as briefly as­
possible to rBter to many, of the matters which 
have been brought before the House throuah 
the• agency of the GDvernor's Speech. ¥1 e a~e 
told that it affords the Governor much plea­
sure to meet us at the openin"' of the second 
se-ssion _ oi the eighteenth Parlian1ent of 
QuBensland. "'vV ell, we arc reminded that time 
is gB,tting Dn, and that last, year we celebrated: 
our jubilee-fifty years of responsible Govern­
n1enli. Irrespective of the parti-es we he­
lvng it 1nakes us reflect and~ 

whether­
been 

been 
wm<e1>rrw2s to review 

results, and 
mysdf the 

goes on. Thf> 
been greatly 

'"'"'gnu~c<mc variBty of our 
a steTeotyped stat-e~ 

Sir, and many of 
nP,,,;,,rJiiPoJhr and particularly 

on \Ve are always ren1indecl 
of our great resources. The hon. gentleman, 
the candid friend o£ the GovernmBnt, vvho has, 
just re•sumed his seat, has also referred to 
the great resources oE Queensla,nd. He has 
told us all about the splendid seasons and­
according to his ideas-the splendid prospe<rity· 
that is prBvailing throughout this land. There 
is no getting awe,y from the fact that we have 
been blessed with remarkablv fine seasons for· 
many years past; and it is a singular coinci­
dence that just as the Labour part,y ha.s been 
growing in stl'·ength, power, and influence in' 
the country, so the seasons have improved. 
\Vhatever the hon. gentleman's idea and inter­
pr,etation of prosperity may be, hon. members, 
on this sidB' do• not necessarily judge prosperity 
by the enormous banking reserves that are 
accumulated. Nor do they judge prosperity 
by the great eocports that we see tabulated inz 
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the Treasurer's tables. Rather do we judge 
prospBrity as such by the well-being of the 
CJOmmunity as a whole. 

DABOUR MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MA UGHAN: If the condition of the 
people is what it should be, if the great mass 
of wealth-producers, who are producing this 
great volume of wealth that we are always 
prating about--if their condition is such as 
it should be, then we shall be in a position 
tq, indulge in 'hBroics about our great and 
g1meral pro-spe:rity. But until that occasion 
arises I cannot-with regret, as a membBr of 
tf,e Labour party-subscribe to the idea that 
we are enjoying unbounded prosperity. Take 
any industry we like. Take the great pastoral 
industry, which BvBry hon. member agrees is 
a gre·at industry in Queensland. We find with 
reg·ard to the ·workers in that industry­
whether they be shearers; whether they be 
rouseabouts or station hands generally-it 
matters not what-every little concession or 
increase of wages that they have obtained 
durin<r years a-nd years -of trouble has been 
obtai;ed only through the agency of united 
effort. Every little increase that these 
have gained has practically been through 
agency of unions. Had it not been for 
union movement I dare say the condition 
thB men engaged in our pastoral industry 
would not have been <wen what it is to-day. 
And evBn the position to-day is nothing to 
"blow" about. INe talk a.bout the great 
success, and the great possibilities, and~ t.he 
-sound financial standing of our pastoral 111-

dustry. But l1ow is it that, 1n spit·e of the 
prosperity of the industry from the em­
ployers' point of view, the men engaged in the 
industry are fighting inch by inch and yard 
by yard for necessary r;fonns that ~hey have 
desired a.nd demanded ror years past? 

Mr. They have to fight for the' 
:retention their present conditions. 

Mr 1\fAUGHAN: And, as my friend 
Je,ade~ of the Opposition reminds me, 
have to figl-1t for the absolute retention 
their present conditions. vVe know that there 
is now going on a certain agitation to improve 
the condition of the' workers employed in that 
industry, and those men, through their unions, 
have been put to no end of expense in conn>8C­
tion with fighting in the Fede-ral Arbitration 
Court. What is the good of the hon. member 
for Tovmsville getting up and talking about 
the great prosperity which prevails through­
out the pastoral industry if we find that the 
great masses of workers dependent upon that 
industry and making that industry the suc­
c-essfnl one it is--if we find those men in the' 
eondition that they find themselves in to-day? 
The same applies to the mining industry.. I 
think that the hon. me•1nber for Townsv11le 
qualified. _his remarks somewhat ::bou~ the 
mining mdustry; but at the same time It has 
been, and is, a particularly important industry 
to Queensland. We ail recognis0 that, but, 
as anyone can tell me, tJ1~ worker~ employed 
in that industry are receiving nDth1ng hke an 
adequate return for the amount of labour they 
put into the industry. It does not matter a 
toss of the button whether the industry has 
been flourishing or not, the conditions have 
a:eneral!y been the same to the workers em­
ployed in that parti:mlar !ndustry, more_ P_ar­
ticularly in connectwn with the coal-mmmg 
industry, and I say any iittle concession that 
the coalminers of Queensland have gained, 
they have had to struggle for, year after :year 
-for twenty yea.rs---e-ven to get those httle 
concessions, a.nd they axe still fighting to-day. 

Mr. CoYNE: And they have made big sa(j!'i· 
fices. -

Mr. MAUGHAN: I ca.n assure you that 
had it not been for the trade union movement 
in connection with that particula.r industry the 
workers would not be enjoying the conditions 
they arc enjoying to-day, and if there is any 
branch of the mining industry tha.t can well 
afford to pay the very best of wages, it is the 
coal industry. 1t is an absolutely safe industry. 
Coal is r" commodity that is always required. 
'I'here is always a great demand for it, and I 
can only say that it is only a fair deduction to 
make, that men engaged in an industry of 
that character should receive, without having 
to fight tooth and nail for it, an adequate 
remunera.tion, not only for the services they 
perform, but for the greBot risk they incur to 
their lives in digging in the bowels of mother 
earth for the commodity they are engag_ed in 
bringing to the surface. The same applies to. 
aR'riculture. vVe are reminded about the agn­
c~ltural industry, and I appeal to hon. mem­
bers, especially to my old friend the hon. 
member for Ounningham, who sits here as the 
friend of the farmers-who is here as the 
farmers' representative-! would like to 
remind him and other hon. members who 
represent farming districts, that while it is 
assumed, as a result of the excellent seas~ms 
we have enjoyed for. yea~cs J?ast, ~he f~:~1nng 
industry, from the pomt OL v1ew or statrscws a.s 
regards production, has gone ahead by leaps 
and bounds--

Mr. GRAYSON: Hear, hear! 

MAUGHAN: My friend says "Hear, 
hear, but I say, just as the pastoral wo~kers 
and other Workers have had a tremendous 
struggle make bot"'h ends !lleet, .st; in 
thousa,nds the rarmers ot Queensland 
have also a terrific struggle to· carry .on 
their business in the way. it should be carr1ed 
on. There are exceptions, I admit. In your 
own electorate, Sir-that old-settled electorate, 
where conditions have operated for the benefit 
of the settler by having an ample water sup~ly, 
by" having an exceller;t rallwa3; system runn:ng 
right through th~ nudclle :->f _1t, and by be1,ng 
in the closest possible prox1m1ty to a seaporu-­
I say that farmers workir:g under. those con­
ditions ar.e in a moot envmble pos1t10n. But 
what shall l say of thousands of men on the 
land-whether in the scrub country, where the 
water supply is practically nil, where rai!wa.y 
communim1tion is either only contemplated or 
is not a very big advantage to the farmers 
living in that loc.ality-what_ do I say of those 
people? I m:n Just reminded here that the 
Secretary for Railways, the senior member for 
Gympie, the hon. member for Burnett, 
sel£1 and o~e or other~ whose n~~!3S 
cannot recall for n1on1ent=, were paru_lclpat-
ing recently in a very ple~sant functlon at 
Kingaroy, wh!ch is in.the :xnd~t.of one of the> 
most prog-ressive far1n1ng dlstncts, I suppose, 
in Queensland. The speeches made b::f- the 
fa.rmBrs at that particular function amounted 
simply to this: That unless the Governm~nt 
of the day took a more earnest and act:ve 
interest in the well-being of the agricultunsts 
generally that then there was going to be 
trouble.- As a matter of fact, in many of the> 
farming districts of Queensland we find me_n 
cultivatin~' the soil and having to carry the_1r 
produce :r':,iles upon miles to the nearest rail­
way station. We are told by the hon. mem~er 
for -Townsville that there lS great pros12er~ty 
prevailing in the agricultural indu~try. Tliat 
may be, but I say, as I have prev10usly said, 
there is a.ny amount of room for the most 
sympathetic improvement with regard to thG 
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administration of matters affecting the well­
beino- of the farmers of Queensland. Some 
hon. o members opposite appear to think they 
have a special mandate from the farmers, and 
the farmers only, to come and represent their 
interests in this Chamber. I can tell those 
hen. members that the Labour party have just 
as much sympathetic interest in the well-being 
of the farmers of Queensland as any hon. 
member in this House. 

Mr. <Bow;~rAN: 1\fore. 
Mr. MAUGHAN: Yes, more; and the 

verv fact of the various Labour conventions 
pasSing unani1nously many resolutions of 
intense interest, rnaterial and otherwise, to 
the farming industry, shows quite well that 
what I say is absolutely correct. The hon. 
member for Townsville told the House, 
amongst other things, that we have the most 
liberal and pmgressive La,nd Acts of any in 
the States o£. Australia. But I think it will 
be admitted, even by the Secretary for 
Lands himself, that the land legislation in 
Queensland for many years has not been what 
it shonld have been. Nobody knows better 
than the Minister himself, and the responsible 
officers of the Lands Department, that one of 
the biggest difficulties to deal with in political 
matters in Queensland to-day is land legisla­
tion. If we were over on the other side now, 
we would be face to face with that difficulty, 
and I want to see, in common with other hen. 
members, very much more liberal land laws 
placed on the statute-book than has ever been 
the case before. As a matter of fact, we have 
hon. members in this :House urging such 
reforms as free land and eJl that sort of thing­
not necessarily members of my own party. vVe 
are not here to discuss that, but I do say we 
are here as representatives of the people to do 
our level best to make access to the land by 
the bond fide selector as easy as it is possible 
to be. 

HONOURABLE MEMBEBS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. l'IIAUGHAN: I go further-not oniy 

have we to realise that we have to f:we the 
problem of settling men on the land, but we 
have also to face the problem of keeping the 
men there when we> get them on the land, 
and that can only be done by encouraging' 
them in the way of giving them .an ample 
water supply, by way of giving them a quick 
and cheap transport in the way of railways, 
and by lightening the burden of the toiler on 
the land in every possible way, and also in 
another manner, which is of equal importance, 
and that is in. the way of disposing of his 
produce. The Labour party have for years 

a.dvocated the adoption of some 
[5 p.mJ system by which Sta:te storehonses 

shall be constructed in various 
parts of Queensland, to which the farmer can 
take his produce, and through the direct 
agency of the State receive advances. There 
is nothing new about this, and if it is a social­
istic idea, I presume the Government would 
not be above tacking a little more socialism 
on to the socialistic ideas which they seem to 
possess, but, unfortunately, are somewhat 
Blow in carrying out. I was very much inter­
ested in the J:emarks of the hen. member for 
Townsville in regard to the great sugar 
indnstry. I think, irrespective of party con­
siderations, we all recognise that it would be 
nothing short of a calamity for Queens­
land to lose the sugar industry. "It is 
manifest that such an industry as this 
must be not only conserved but greatly 
extended in its field of operations, and 
that can only be done by sympathetic admin­
istration, I wa$ glad to hear the hen. member 
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for Townsville say he did not think there was 
any reason to fear any action on the part of 
the Federal Labour Government in regard W 
the sugar industry. 

Mr. FERRIOKS: The Government were only 
quibbling; they had no fears whatever. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I can only s~ty that, as 
one member of the Labour party, if there is 
anything I can do to help forward the sugar 
industry by putting it on a firmer foundation, 
it will be my constant endeavour so to do. 
'vV e have been pledged for years to change 
the whole labour co~1ditions of the sugar in­
dustry. That pledge has been respected, and 
it has been backed up by the people of Aus­
tralia, who have said that the industry shall 
be worked by white people in future; and 
because of that fact, if for no other reason, it· 
is to the interest of the Labour party all over 
Australia to do everything we possibly can to 
put the industry on a solid foundation. Yet 
we have the Government during the last few 
weeks refusing the request of various depu­
tations or communications from the North:, 
and even from Rockhampton-refusing to 
recognise the claims of these particular dis­
tricts to sugar-mills. If it is a matter of 
money, I am sure the Treasurer can dispose 
of a few thousands in connection with sugar­
mills to much better advantage probably 
than a good deal of the money of which he is 
disposing. I suppose we shall see many items 
of expenditure in the Estimates on matters 
not half so important as the appropriation of 
money for the developm.ent of the great 
sugar industry. I was also interested to hear 
the remarks of the member for Townsvilla 
with reference to opening up the great 
North-west country; and I could not help 
going back in my mind to the time, a few 
years ago, when we were told by the party 
with which he was associated, both inside and 
outside the House, that that country could 
only be developed by coloured labour. Now 
we are told that it is an El Dorado, a land of 
Oanaan, a Paradise flowing with milk and 
honey-or will be, if we get the transconti­
nental railway. "We know quite well there is 
good country out there-I am speaking from 
information given to me by one in authority 
-there are hundreds of thousands of acres of 
magnificent country in the Cloncurry district 
capable of growing wheat; yet we were told 
when Flora Shaw came here that this country 
was ordained by Almighty God to be worked 
by colonred labour. We are now told that 
that condition of affairs does not operate to­
day, that it is a magnificent country, and 
there is only one thing wanted to make it a 
great asset for Queensland and the Common­
wealth, and that is to run the iron horse 
through it. In connection with that, I sup­
pose we shall have this Railway Bill sub­
mitted, so there is no use in making second­
reading speeches now, but I would like to 
say, while members may deem it expedient 
to link up our Western lines-there will no 
donbt be diversity of opinion as to the best 
method-I think there. are other parts of 
Queensland which require railway communi­
cation just as much as the 'vVestern eountry. 

Mr. LESINA: Every member has a railway 
in his pocket. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: In reply to the interjec­
tion of the hen. member for Clermont, I may 
say that I had in my mind's eye. the linki_ng 
up of our ooastal railways. I thmk the !me 
from Rockhampton to Townsville and Cairns 
should be pushed forward without delay. I 
regard that coastal line not only from the 
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point of view o£ defence, but also from the 
point of view of rnnning through country 
which can only be developed by such a line 
of railway. 

Mr. COYNE: Do you think it more justifi­
able than the Port Alma line? 

Mr. MAUGHAN: There are other lines in 
many of our great agricultural centres which 
I hope, when the proper time comes, hon. 
members who profess to be friends of the 
farmers will see are tabled in this House. In 
nearly every agricultural district there is 
room for further railway extension; and what 
applies to your o-:vn electorate, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, applies with equal fo~ce to other di~­
tricts in Queensla.nd. ·More railway commum­
cation is required in the Bremer district, and 
more in the hon. member for Jliloreton's dis­
trict. I want to see theW oodford line extended 
to Kiloo.y-this session, too. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MAUGHAN: If provision is not made 
for that, I hope the hon. member will assert 
himself and become a frifmd of the farmer. 
I want to see a line which will connect that 
magnificent territory known as the " border 
country," in which the hon. member for Car­
narvon is concerned-I want to see a line 
which will make it possible for the producers 
in that district--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That 
means a big loan policy. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: A line that will enable 
them to take their produce from Goondiwindi 
by the via recta to the port of Brisbane 
without having to go 100 miles round. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That 
is our policy. Come over to this side. 

Mr. :iYIAUGHAN: I hope the hon. member 
for Carnarvon, and the hon. membe'!" for 
Cunningham and the hon. membB'l" for Wa'l"­
wick, who are equally interested, will, when 
the proper time cornea, assert their claim. and 
also be-come candid friends of the Govern­
ment, if their particular railway appetites 
arB not satisfied. (Laughter.) Now, the, 
Minister for Lands said just now, "You should 
come oveT on this side." That reminds me 
that during the recess we had a good many 
functions in various parts of QuBensland, and 
my friend the Minister for Railways, and 
particularly the Premier, were• not at all back­
ward in taking full credit for every line of 
railway that was passed by this House. They 
never for one moment thought it worth while 
to give hon. gentlemen on this side of the 
House the slightest credit for voting for pretty 
weU every line that was tabled for years past, 
except the Port Alma line. 

The PREMIER: There is no need to. blow 
your trumpet; you can do it qnite well yonr­
oolf. (Laughter.) 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Bnt unfortunate•ly hon. 
members on this side did not always get the 
opportunity to blow their trnmpets at these 
particular banquets. I was pleased when the 
hon. member for Bulloo and myself had the 
honour to attend a certain banquet at the 
tnrning of the first sod of the Maryvale line, 
because we had an opportunity" given to us 
then of explaining to a most appreciative 
audience that the Labour party are just as 
equally interested in the farmers' railways that 
are required as hon. gentlemen opposite. 

'Fhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I,ANDS: Hear, 
hQil<r! You helpe,d us every time in the •ail­
~y policy. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: If hon. members occupy. 
ing thB lVIiniste·rial bench had an opportunity· 
of l!iving the Opposition credit, they did not 
avail themselves of it. It was ve<ry unfair, and 
these are some of the little matters which will 
have to be- inquired into in connection with 
the official statements further on. Now, with 
regard to a matter which has been occasioning 
a great deal of criticism during the recess, and 
previously-! re•fer now to the question of 
immigration. I will only refer briefly to the 
matter, because we shall have a good deal of 
this over again on the Estimates. This is 
mor·e directly in connection with the man on 
the land, and I wish to say that I think it 
is absolutely unfair for any Government-it 
matters not to me what party it repre•sents­
for any Government to be resp01isible for· 
bringing out farmers to Queensland unless. 
they give• them the very best land, and the­
most accessible to railways, to s-ettle upon. 
More particularly do I ·speak on behalf of 
numbers of those people who come out to 
Queensland who are unable, being foreignen, 
to speak our own tongue. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Take Baffle• 
Creek, for instance. 

Mr. MA UGHAN: I have no desire at this 
stage to go. into the question of Baffle, Creek, 
nor-much as I would like-to touch in detail 
upon the Gayndah settlement. We shall hear 
more of that later on, but I think I am on 
fairly safe• ground when I state that it would 
be a good thing on the part of the Govern· 
ment-not only a good thing but a humane 
thing-when large contingents of Germans, or 
other settlers from foreign nations, come out 
here, that every facility should be afforded to 
them to settle on the• very best land available, 
with a.mple water supply, and in close prox­
imity to a railway. 

IVlr. COYNE: And equal facilities should be 
given to our settlers here•. 

i\fr. MAUGHAN: Quite so; I will deal with 
the other matter first. With regard to our 
own people here, I shall deal with that later 
on more in detail. I think, as was pointed 
out by many speakers at Kingaroy a few weeks 
ago, at the turning of the first sod ther·e, and 
at which the Minister and others were present 
-I agTeed with the farm-ers who spoke> on 
that occasion-that far more sympathy should 
be demonstrated to our own Queenslanders 
than has been the· case in the past. Of course, 
it is a great temptation to the Lands Depart­
ment to attract neople here from other States. 
It is a 'Sort of e~mulation, I suppose, which is 
pardonable in some departments. At the 
same time, there is ample room. for. much more 
encouragement b€ing given to our . own 
Queenslanders to get on the land than Is the 
case at the present time. And as I said a 
fe•w moments ago, the problem is not only how 
to get people on the land, but how to keep 
them there. As one who· covers a good deal of 
country, and comes in contact with a good 
many settlers on the land, wherever I go I 
find there is a general complaint with rega:rd 
to the high price of land. We know quite 
well that an ordinary man settlin.2," on the 
land has quite- enough to put up with by way 
of plunging his hs~nds into his pockets, or· 
making arrangements with some bank or firm. 
to assist him with regard to the purchase of 
stock, implements, ai1d other domestic and 
farming- necessities, without being sever<;lY 
handicapped by having to pay a large prwe· 
to the Crown for land. That is a thing which 
I think is manifest to every hon. member, and 
if we are to encourage our people to go on 
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the land we must make it a sine qua non that 
he must not only buy good land, but it must 
be cheap land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: How 
do you ac<Jount for it that whenever there is 
oomp'etition the opening price is very much · 
exceeded 1 

Mr. CoYNE: Because you won't make suffi­
cient land available. 

Mr. LESINA: You offer twenty lots to sixty 
applicants, and they compete. with each other 
in a mad desire to get the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
principle of auction· is not encouraged in the 
department except in exceptional cases. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I can only say in reply 
to that, from certain evidence which we have 
in our possession, it goes to prove that many 
of the applicants for land are• not bona fide 
applicants. · 

Mr. COYNE: Hea.r, hear ! Dummying is 
mmpant in the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS : Can you 
cite a case? 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I do not make a state· 
ment without being able to back it up; I 
was not going to refer to that just now, but I 
will let you have a case in point. I will give 

.. a case of a sale in the Pilton Estate. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : That 

was ·not a Crown estate? 
Mr. MA UGHAN: No; I am speaking gener­

ally of the high price of land; it does not 
matter to my argument whether it is a Crown 
.sale or by a private individual. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I 
thought you were de·aling with Crown land. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I am speaking of la.nd 
generally, I have no desire to misrepresent 

·the department. The sale of Pilton Estate 
took plaoo on 12th February, 1910, and I have 
.in my hand a copy of the Warwick Argus 
giving details as to the purchase of the various 
blocks, and the criticism which follows the 
names of those who secured the land I think 
.speaks for itself, and confirms every statement 
I have made this afternoon, and the interjec­
c.tion of my friend the hon. member for 
Warwick. It is this-

A ;triking feature of the sale, and obviously an 
undesirable feature, was the lal'ge quantity of land 
that was acquired by buyers whose operations it was 
openly whispered were conducted on behalf of speeu~ 
lating &yndica.tes who will not allow the land to pass 
into the hanas of the fnrmer until they have taken 
further toll and reaped the benefit of enhanced values. 

As a matter of fact, my friend the hon. mem­
ber for Bulloo l<!ld myself, when we were at 
Warwick during the Federal elections, on all 
sides heard about the scandalous state of 
·things that existed in connection with the 
Pilton Estate. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: That 
was not a Crown sale. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: That is so. I am talking 
about the prices the farmers have to pay to 
get on the land, and for my argument it 
does not trouble me whether it is a Crown 
·sale or a private sale. The article goes on to 
say-

It re11resents the weakness or private subdivision as 
,compared w1th Government subdivision, when no con­
ditions as to rono fi''es i-'Se asked or hnposed. Com~ 

·paratively few of thtJ smaller men secun d holdings. 
Mr. Ar.LEN: Only one or two. 
Mr. MAUGHAN: 
And in almost an f'ases !!ales were 110t e.ff cted until 

, bidding bad carried values beyond res:.:rve5. 

(Mr. Maughan. 

Mr. LESINA: That ;s the result of competi­
tion. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: 
It is a genemlly '"Imittod !act that rivate dealers 

cannot handle the land on the specially n.dvanta.!.NOUS 
terms that the Government can offer to selectors-

The HOME SECRETARY: Ah! Hear, hear! 
Mr. MAUGHAN: 
No:r are tht-.y expeeted to. But the sperulation and 

jugglin~ tbat tbe system involves, and which reacts so 
heavily o\• the man who must ultlmH.tf".ly acquire and 
use the land, i:-1 an obnoxious fea,ture that may be 
winked at or ridiculed, but i...; none the less real and 
apparent bJcause of thnt. It ]s obvious from 'ft'"t:dnes­
d.a.y's sdes that sub-stantial and exrellt:nt areas of the 
estate that, have been drsposed of will :riot into the 
hands of the b'md fide fflrmer except enhanced 
values and on terms the rever~e of liberal when com­
pared with th0se offered by the Government or the 
original vendors. 

In reply to the interjection just made by the 
Home Secretary, I say that under the .system 
of private land sales the farmers are subjected 
to this kind of thing, but what about the 
hundreds of farmers who buy land from the 
Crown and who growl at the price they have 
to pay for it. That is anything but a satis­
factory state of things. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: What 
do you mean by Crown sales 1 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Auction sales. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It is 

very rarely that they buy land by auction 
from the Crown. 

Mr. LESINA: Not lately, at any rate. 

Mr. MA UGHAN: Does the hon. gentle· 
man say that very little land has been sola 
to the farmers by the Crown 1 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Very 
little by auction. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: It was disposed of t• 
them? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Yes, 
in the ordinary way. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Anyway I am strongly 
of the same opinion with regard to land 
settlement as I have always been, and that 
is that the Government cannot do too much 
to encourage land settlement in the direction 
of making land as cheap as possible. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS ANB 
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Apart from the neces­
sary conditions of railway communication and 
water supply. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: HMr, 
hear! 

Mr. CoYNE: But you are not carrying that 
out? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Yes, 
we are. 

Ivrr. MAUGHAN: Two years ago I .heard 
a speech delivered by the present nome 
Secretary when he was sitting on the Opposi­
tion side of the House, practiCally reiterating 
the remarks I am making to-day. The hon. 
gentleman on that occasion said-

At the present time, owing to the high prices 
which have been put upon the Crown lands of the 
State, it is practically impossible for a poor man 
to obtain the land which he ought to have the 
right to acquire. 

The fiOJ>,IE SECRETARY: That has beell 
amended since. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: How is it working? The 
hon. gentleman says that it has been 
amended, but dees he not know that if you 
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go North, South, East, and ·west of Queens· 
land you will find selectors complaining of 
:this sort of thing. 

Mr. CoYNE: You will find land hunger 
.everywhere. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: It is perhaps difficult to 
.anticipate wP.at sort of La~d Amendm_ent 
Bill we arc to have this sessiOn, but unless 
that Bill provides finally and absclu~ely for 
some more convenient system by whrch our 
.people who desire access to the land ca!l. get 
on in the cheapest way and most expedrtwus 
way possible, then that Land Brll mrght as 

-well go into the waste-p!J-per basket. I was 
quoting, when I was mterrupted, from a 
speech delivered by th~ pr~sent Hop::e Secre­
tary when he was sittmg m Opposrtron. He 
went on to say-

Under our old homestead clauses it was possible 
for a selector to acquire 160 acres of land for 2s. 6cl. 
per acre by performing the condition of remdence 
and making certain impro:v~men~~s. That was one 
of the most desirable prov1swns In our Land Acts, 
and it is only right that a man should he able to 
acauil'e a homestead if he is prepared to fulfil these 
eollditions. 

Mr. Su:r.INER : And goocl land, too. 
Mr. APPEL: And good Jand, too, becaus~ the 

.man with no capital but a stout he';'·rt and strong 
hands must be prepared to g·o out mto the scrub 

.·and to carve his home out of that scrub ; and, 1n 
"'rder to obtain the necessary capit!l.l for that 
pm·pose has to be prepared to go out and work 
'tor eve~y penny that he expends in the improve­
.ment of that property. It is the duty of the State, 
to help such men. 

Is the Hon. the Home Secretary of that 
<Jpinion to-day? He goes on- · 
...and I trust that when an amending I4and Bill comes 
before the House those who have the interest of 
the poor man at heart will insist upon the addition 
.of such a clause, so that the roan whose only cnme 
is his poverty may get an interest in the land. 

What more does the hon. gentleman want? 
If I spoke here for six months I could not con­
vey more accurately m;y idea with regard to 
land settlement than that conveyed by the 
hon. gentleman when sitting in Opposition. 

Mr. LESINA: You cannot put a penniless 
man on the land. He must have capital or 
some kind. 
. Mr. MAUGHAN: The hon. member for 
.Clermont is quite right. As I have just 
pointed out, it is of very little use putting a 
.man on the land unless he is thoroughly 
.equipped for going on the l>lnd, that is, unless 
he is equipped with implements and accoutre­
ments to run his farm. What is the difficulty? 
.There would be no difficulty if we had a 
liberal land policy and running along with it 
a liberal financial policy. 

Mr. COYNE: State bank. 
Mr. MAUGHAN: That would not only 

·enable our settlers to get on the land but 
:remain there, and that is why the Labour 
party have always been particularly strong 
on the question of cheap money for the pro­
ducer through the agency of a State bank. 
"The Secretary for Lands smiles. · 

The SECll.ETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: On 
.quite another subject. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I apologise. I had heard 
the hon. gentleman on more than one 
10ccasion give utterance to almost similar 
sentiments. If only that could be done, from 
"the point of view of convenience and cheap 
and good land, if that could be accomplished, 
"then there would be no holding land settle­
ment and production in Queensland. Apart 
'from those in the country districts, I am 
absolutely certain that there are hundreds in 

every town in Queensland who would be on]v 
too glad to go on to the la.nd if they coula 
get the opportunity. Now, with regard to 
the question of immigration, I touched on 
that -briefly a few moments ago from tl;e 
aspect of those men who come out to torrrd 
countries and settle in the various farming 
districts. I have also touched on the im­
portancG of dealing with our Queensland 
people who are already here with the view 
of their settling on the land. This is why I 
want to direct attention to the faet that 
under present conditions the immigration 
syste1n is carried on in the rnost unsatisfac­
tory way. Do you know, Mr. Speaker, that 
there are people who qualify as agricultural 
labourers in the old country and who come 
out here with that qualification, .and immedi­
ately they land here they throw off the garb 
of agricultural labourer, and suddenly 
blossom into full-blown mechanics. That is 
not an honourable course to take. 

1\!Ir. HARD ACRE: There were nearly 100 of 
them at the Eagle Farm Meatworks. 

Mr. MA UGHAN: My old friend, the hon. 
member for Leichhardt, tells me that there 
were neaTly 100 of them at the meatworks at 
Eagle Farm. There must be something 
wrong at the other end for that kind of thing 
to happen. In one case a man, in order to 
qualify as an agricultural labourer, went down 
to Kent hop-picking for a week or two, and 
then came back to London as a full-blown 
agricultural labourer, and was accepted by 
the immigration office in London as such. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Did 
you reprimand that man for fraud? 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I did not. And if I did, 
the hon. gentleman would be the first to 
attack me for discouraging immigration. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Not 
at all. 

Mr. M:AUGHAN: As a matter of fact a 
few months ago a large number of Germans 
were brought out to Queensland-! forget the 
name of the vessel, but we will hear it again 
on the Estimates-and out of that number a 
fair proportion of them were mechanics. I 

came in contact with some of 
[5.30 p.m.] those men. For one or two of 

them I got passes on the railway 
to Blackbutt, and through an interpreter I 
discovered that they had been told there was 
a great opening for mechanics in Queensland. 
They were not only told that in Germany, 
but they were als0 told it at the Queensland 
headquarters in London-so they informed 
1118. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Isn't it a fact that 
there is an opening for mechanics? · 

Mr. MAUGHAN: There is no opening for 
mechanics in Queensland, as far as I ·know. 

The Ho;vrE S.EORETARY: In my electorate you 
cannot get them. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: If the Minister will ge 
to the ofllce of the Secretary for Railways to­
morrow and ask the staff clerk to turn up 
his staff book, he will find that quite a large 
number of men are waiting to get into the 
various workshops. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Private employers I 
am talking about. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Well, I will ask the hon. 
gentleman to go to the secretary of the Amal­
gamated Society of Engineers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
railway service is very seductive. 

~ Mr. Maughan.] 
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Mr. Jli!A UGHAN: Let the hon. gentleman 
go to the secretary of the Amalgamated 
Society of Engineers at the Trades Hall, and 
he will be told by that official that there is no 
dearth of employment--

The SECRBTARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: "No 
dearth of employment "-that is right. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: He will be told that there 
is no dearth of employment, but, not only 
that, he will also be told that there are a 
number of unemployed mechanics knocking 
about doing nothing. I know that such is the 
case in my own electorate. It is also a fact 
that there are numbers of men knocking about 
Queensland at the present time doing nothing. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Are 
they unemployed, or unemployable? 

The HmiE SECRETARY: I can assure the hon. 
member, if he is referring to carpenters, that 
they can go into my electorate and get any 
amount of work. 

Mr. MAUGHAN : I am not possessed of in­
formation with regard to that particular ~rad~. 
I am referring to mechanics, .a te~m whw.h IS 
always applied to men workmg m the non 
trade. It is generally admitted th":t the 
system carried out il} tl:e old c~:mnt~y m con­
nection with the shippmg of Imll}Igrants to 
Queensland is manifestly an unfair systel!'l· 
Only the other day I came across ?; repo~t m 
the Brisbane Telegraph headed Immigra­
tion. \Vork for Newcomers. Ministers' 
Decision." The pa1:agraph is a n;port of pro­
ceedings at a meetmg of the Br!sl?ane Pres­
bytery, in the C'ourse of whwh m~mster~ to<:k 
the Government to task for then action m 
connection with immigration. The report 
8~J1~;Rev. S. Martin, in the course of the discus­
sion said he thought they might well approach 
the 'Government with a view to having t~e truth 
told about Queensland. (He~r, h:.ar !) I~1terature 
was put into the hands of. 1nhab1~ants or the old 
land, painting Queensland 1n g;lo;:v1ng -'-colours, and 
inducing them to leave decenlJ Jobs ~,o come ~out 
here to be stranded. (Applause.) One man nad 
told him that· he had read such a paper to the effect 
that he would receive free as much land as he 
wanted, and the Government woulU teach him how 
to work it for a year. 

I will not weary the House with long extr;;cts 
of this sort. There you have a. resl?onsible 
minister speaking at a conventiOn m very 
clear and explicit language. Another clergy· 
man, the Rev. J. M. R. Dale, said-

They are not doing their dnty; they are not 
doing their duty to the people when they com~ here. 
'£hey do not help them once they sec them m the 
Immigration DepOt. 

\Ve know quite well that, unfortunately, the 
Government are compelled to assist a great 
many of these people, btliCause they find 
themselves stranded when they come here. 
The Labour party has never objected to immi­
gration, and they do not object now to immi­
grants coming to Queensland, provided they 
are brought here under proper co!lditiOJ!S and 
are able to procure. work on arrival without 
entering into undue competition with those 
who are already struggling for an existence. 
That is a fair propositiOn, and.I simply repeat 
that statement to-day. Personally, I have 
never objected to people coming to Queens­
land whether they were mechanics or agri­
cultt~ral labourers, provided that there was 
work for them when they arrived, and pro­
vidllld they were not attracted to Queensland 
by misstatements which are a disgrace to the 
State and to the House which passed the 
money for immigration. ~ no~ice a reference 
in the Speech to " anomahea m ou~ electoral 

[ .illr~ M l!l¥!ttfJ.han. 

law, the principal of which is the unequal dis-­
tribution of parliamentary representation.,. 
We hear a great deal from the head of the, 
Government about his democratic idea.Is. We 
are persistently being told by the hon. gentle­
man that he is democratic, and that he· 
believes in reform "in our time," and yet 
here, in the year of grace 1910, we have a 
reference made to " anomalies in our electoral 
law, the principal of which is the unequal dis­
tribution of parliamentary representation." 
Not a single reference is found to a proposal 
to reform onr whole parliamentary institution .. 
I think the time has come when a Govern­
ment which profess,3s to be democratic should 
be bold enough to come down to the House· 
with a proposal to deal effectively with the· 
other Chamber. The great democrat to whom 
I have referred spoke on this subject to a 
meeting held a!o Toowoomba in January, 1908, 
at which the Toou·oomba Chronicle says there 
wer'3 over 5,000 people present, and at which 
the enthusiasm was unbounded. According 
to the report in the Toowoomba Chronicle, this 
is what the hoi!. gentleman said on this 
question-

There are two great aspects to this question: 
That is the question of the Upper House and the 
question of the right of your representatives to­
control the executive go-vernment. The q1,1estion 
of the Upper Rouse is neither a new one nor is it 
peculiar to Queensland .. rrho Government in Britain 
have just the same difficulty with their Upper 
House. It always happens, after a long spell of 

'*Conservatism, a progressive Government comes into 
office, that the Con.servntives fall back on this 
inertia of the Upper House as the last safeguard'" 
as the last means of checking the work of reform. 
.Tust the other day at the close of the crisis in 
Queensland, Lord Tweedmouth, First Lord of the­
Admimlty, speaking above all other places at the, 
town of Chelmsford, referred to the Upper House,. 
and said it was ridiculous that men simply by 
right of birth could be able to control and keep. 
in check the elected representatives of a free 
people. (Applause.) But they have not the right. 
to prevent the elected representatives of tlfe peopk 
from carrying out the Wishes of the people in 
Queensland- in the government of the country. 
(Applause.) We were not two months in office when, 
the Upper Honse commenced to obstruct the work 
of reform. 

There is no- occasion for me to read any more 
of that extract. I have read sufficient to 
show the change in an hon. gentleman who· 
little more than two short years ago pro­
fessed such clemccratic ideals in regard to· 
what was then called "the reform of Parlia­
ment." I want to know what is the opinion, 
not only of the hon. gentleman, but of the 
Government generally, in this particular re-· 
spect at the present time. I have no desire to 
make any unnecessary attack on the other 
branch of Parliament, because I know quit<Y 
well that if I did so under existing condit'ons 
I should be called to order. But I also know 
that the difficulty of hon. members of the 
Legislative Assembly is that legislation that 
is passed by this Chamber-legislation that is 
introduced in this Chamber-has practically 
always to be framed in such a way as to make 
it acceptable to the other end of this build­
ing. The leader of the Government brings 
down a programme, many provisions of which 
are very _attractive, but what is the good 
of our wasting hour after hour, day after 
day, and week after week, over measures· 
that, when we send them to the other end of 
the building, are going to be smashed to 
atoms so far as the retention of democratic· 
principles are concerned? It is simply a bur­
lesque. We are simply wasting our time. We 
might as well close up this building and ge 
home and raise an agitation all over th~a 
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~Ourfti'v for a referendum to deal v;ith the 
matter~ Hon. members may say that the Bills 
will be coloured sufficiently and made suffi­
ciently presentable to attract tlre memb<;>rs ::>f 
the other branch of Parliament. That Simply 
means the surrender of democratic rights by 
the members of this Assembly; and I think 
the time has come when, as the Premier said 
on that great historic occasion when he sa~ 
over here, we should have '' gov~rnn1ent ~~ 
the people hy the people and for tne people. , 
I think that time has now arrived, and I truso 
that before very long we shall l~ave a Govern· 
ment sitting over there who will not only be 
sincere on this question but ;;:1!1 be. brave 
enough and strong enough to aeal w1th the 
cumbersome institution to which I have re­
ferred. We are told, too, that there is going 
to be a comprehensive Bill dealing with the 
general question of the liquor traffic, and we 
are also told by the leader of the Govern' 
ment that it is going to be a non-party 
measure. 'Ne have been told that one or two 
other Bills to which reference has been made, 
including the Bible in State Schools Bill, are 
to be non-party measures. vVell, with regard 
to the Licensing Bill-which we have not yet 
had the privilege of seeing-I can simply say 
that anything I can do· that will tend to make 
the people of Queensland a more sober 
people I shall be most happy to do. I do not 
~ay for a moment that they are a drunken 
people, because according to the evidence 
con1pilcd in our statistics, according even to 
the details submitted by the Comptroller­
General of Prisons and the Commissioner for 
Police-which hon. members found in their 
boxes this morning--we must come to the 
conclusion that crime in Queensland is practi­
cally on the decrease. 

l'Yir. LESINA: All over Australasia, except 
New Zealand. 

lYir. MAUGHAN: That is a subject for 
great congratulation. (Hear, hear!) At the 
san1e tin:1e a very urgent requirement i:1 
Queensland is to pass reform legislation deal­
ing with the liquor drunk-providing- pure 
liquor for the people. (Hear, hear!) So far 
as I am personally concerned, it does not 
trouble me very much. Not that I am a 
Rechabite or a Blue Ribbonite, although I 
have every respect for the people belonging 
to those bodies. At the same time, from 
evidence in my possession, I say that the 
quality of the liquor dispensed in hundreds 
of hotels in Queensland to-day is a disgrace 
to the administration responsible for the 
administration of the Food and Drugs Act 
and of the Health Act. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not admit that. 
M.r. MAUGHAN: The hon. gentleman 

may think that I am making a personal 
attack on him, but I can assure him that 
noth;ng is further from my thoughts. I am 
simply dealing with the matter in its broadest 
sense, and I say that even Dr. Ham, our late 
Commissioner for Public Health, has drawn 
attention to this matter in most graphic and 
glowing terms. For years before he left for 
Melbourne he urged that something drastic 
should be done with regard to the adultera­
tion· of food and liquor. 

Mr. LESINA: Particularly in regard to 
temperance drinks. (Laughter.) 

Mr. FERRICKS: The worst adulterated of 
the lot. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I do not admit ihat. 
But I do sincerely say that if the proposerl 
legislation will do anything to effect reform 
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in that particular dh:ection I shal~ ~e only to~ 
pleased to welcome I.t. (H~ar, _hear..( AnotJ;er 
thing that I hope this legr,s~atw~ wlll provide 
for is for a greater contro1lmg mfluence over 
the people who run the hotels of Queensland. 

The H011E SECRETARY: Hear, hear I 

Mr. MAUGHAN: A large number of the 
people who conduct hotels in Queensland are 
absoiutely unfit to cater for the pubhc re­
quirements. 

l\fr. LESH-;'A: Tiear, hear! 

Mr. J'..fAUGHAN: I think I am rifiht it: 
s~.ying that it is very largely the actwr: ot 
these irresponsible people who are put mto 
hotels and told to run them on what arc 
called commercial lines that is responsible for 
the tremendous agitation against the trade 
generally. 

lV[r. LENNON: The "tied house" men .. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I wish I was more 
familiar with the inner business relations· 
which operate in regard to what are known 
as "tied honses." It is a matter that I have· 
not much experience of, and I can only speak 
from hearsay; but I come in contact-as no· 
doubt we all do when we are travelling about 
the country-with members of the Co1nmer..: 
cial 'I'mvellers' Association-men who, like 
ourselves, have to travel a great deal about 
the country and sleep in all sorts of places. 
In speaking to a prominent member of that 
association the other day he gave me a lot of 
valuable information. He told me that the 
Commercial Travellers' Association of Queens­
land has for years been agitating all over the 
State for better conditions regarding hotels. 
As a matter of fact, the association is doing 
lots of things that even the Government do 
not do. L.et me give an example of the work 
it is doing for the benefit of people who have 
to put up at hotels. Every year the associa­
tion appoints certain of its mern.bers as in­
spectors. It is the duty of these inspector~, 
when they visit a place in the course of then· 
business, to inspect the variou.s hotels wh1.ch 
are registered at the assomation. They m· 
S')ect the bedrooms ; they inspect the dining· 
r~oms · and they inspect the sanitary arrange­
ments; and if these men find anything which 
is not in keeping with good taste and common 
decency, it is their business to. report to th~ 
headquarters of ~he Co_mmercud T~·avel~ers 
Association and Immediate action IS taken. 
I think that is a most excellent idea. Why is 
it that the Home Department have not similar 
power? Why is it they have no inspec~or~ of 
hotels? I think an inspector of hotels IS Just 
as important as an inspector of railways. 

The HO~IE SECRETARY: The hon. member 
knows that hotels are thoroughly inspected. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Will the hon. gentle­
man tell me that this police inspection as 
carried on-that the so-called inspection of 
hotels, is effective? 

The Hmm SECRETARY: I know many 
licensed victuallers object to the inspection. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: It is not a question of 
whether the licensed victuallers object to 
inspection. It is a question whether ilhe 
inspection carried on by the police authorities. 
is effective. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Undoubtedly, so· 
far us we are able under the present Act, and· 
that is tho reason of the amendment. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: That is what I want tO> 
draw out of the hon. gentleman. If the new> 

Mr. i}I aughan.], 



98 Arld1·ess in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

Licensing Bill is going to provide for the 
more effective inspection of the hotels, then 
I say it will be a good thing, and the public 
will welcome it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes, I think the 
hon. member will be perfectly satisfied with 
it. 

Mr. MAUGHAN : It is a serious matter. I 
have no desire to go into details ; but every 
person who h":s to tra:vel abou~ the country, 
either on pubhc or pnvate busmess, and has 
to take adva!'tage of hotel life, and stay 
hero and there, knows quite well that there 
are scores of licensed hotels in Queensland 
that are not fit for clogs to sleep in, let alone 
human beings. 

The Ho:wm SECRETARY: The hon. member 
knows perfectly well that the licensing bench 
has power to refuse to grant or renew a 
license. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: We know in many 
respects the licensing bench is simply a 
delusion and a snare. 

The HoME SECRETARY: The hon. member 
has put his finger on the whole trouble. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I am very glad the hon. 
gentleman is affording us a little information 
-just a little here and there as to what 
we may expect in aonnection with this Bill. 
Another matter in connection with the 
Licensing Bill-I am not sure whether it will 
be included, but still I just make passing 
reference to it, and that is, I hope some pro­
vision will be made in the Bill with regard 
to sJy·grog-shanties that are allowed to operate 
to the disaster of many navvies engaged on 
-our railway construction works. 

The HoME SECRETARY: The hon. member 
knows that the Administiration has taken 
action. · 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I am glad to hear it. 
The HOME SECRETARY: They took action 

at least eighteen months ago. 
Mr. MAUGHAN: Why, within the last 

three days three of the most disgraceful 
shanties in Queensland were found on the 
Blackbutt works. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Well, they were 
there before the proclamation was issued. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I submit, whether they 
were there before the proclamation was 
issued or not, they are an evil to. the com­
munity, and they are a danger and a menace 
to the men on those railway works, and not 
only that, they are a disgrace to our civilisa­
tion. As a matter of fact, I know from my 
own knowledge that there have been men­
strong built men-who have been working on 
that line reduced to total physical wrecks 
within a very few week·s' time. Of course 
some people will say, "Why don't they have 
sufficient reserve force behind them to pre­
vent them doing this?" We all know what 
happens on railway construction works, and 
it is sometimes impossible to repress a man of 
that sort. At the same time it is in the power 
'Of the Government to ·prevent the cause 
which produces that result. That is exactly 
the point I am making. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. member is 
incorrect in saying that. At the present time 
the Government have no power. If the 
licensing bench grant a license, the G<:>vern­
ment has no power to prohibit it. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I am talking about a 
place where there is no license at all. Those 
are sly grog-shanties being conducted on rail-
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way construction works. I want to know 
whether the police or the Government will 
tolerate the continuance of that evil. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The information in 
the hands of the hon. member with regard to 
sly grog-selling has only been placed in the 
possession of the police within the past few 
clavs. The hon. member may be satisfied that 
action will be taken. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Very likely between 
now and the next few days the 'hon. gentle­
man will be good enough to make inquiFies 
as to whether there are at the present t1me 
more than one notorious sly grog-shanty 
being conducted on the Blackbutt Railway 
construction works. 

The HoME SECRETARY: I will cause the 
necessary inquiries to be made, and if any 
hon. member will give me information on the 
subject he may rest satisfied that action will 
be taken. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: In the interests of the 
men concerned I feel it my duty, although it 
is not in my own electorate-that does not 
concern me-I think if in any part of Queens­
land there are men being done to death by , 
the terrible results of association with sly 
grog-shanties, I feel it my duty to ventilate 
the matter on the floor of this House. Refer· 
ence has also been made to a question that 
has caused a good deal of anxiety in Queens­
land for some time past in regard to the 
proposed change in our State school system 
of education. It is not my intention on the 
Address in Reply, especially owing to the 
fact that we will have the Bill before the 
House shortly, to dwell at any kngth on this 
matter, but I would just like to briefly say 
that I regret most sincerely that this is not a 
matter on which every member of this House 
is agreed upon. I regret very much to think 
that all the work done in years gone by by 
men like Sir Samuel Griffith, Sir Charles 
Lilley, and the old pioneers of our State 
secular education system, should be destroyed 
practically at the instigation of a number of 
gentlemen who have hardly been in Queens­
land more than a few years. That is really 
the position. The matter of pressure by this 
clergyman or that does not weigh with me 
one atom. As a matter of 'fact; I suppose 
every member of this House is subject to that 
sort of· thing just now. Anyway, I am. I 
say to every clergyman who asks me to inter­
fere with the exist:ng system of secular edu­
cation in Queensland-! tell him to mind his 
own business, as I am not sent to Parliament 
by any particular class or by any particular 
creed or church-I am sent to Parliament by 
the people, and I am here to do my best as 
a result 'of giving my pledge on the Labour 
platform in connection with education-! am 
here to do my best to maintain the present 
system intact. Another thing I would just 
like to briefly say that history-we need not 
go back to history-we need only look across 
16,000 miles to the United Kingdom to dis­
cover the evil effects that exist in any relation­
ship between the State on the one hand and 
the Church on the other. It is that broad 
question of the relationship betwoon 'the 
Church on the one h:<nd and the State as an 
institution on the other, that I hope, when 
the Bill comes on, to address myself to. I 
am very sorry indeed to think that Queens­
land should be held up by many of ita 
people who are taking a deep interest in thi~ 
question-that the children of Queensland 
should have been regarded, and denounced 
practically, as being irreligious or as godleSII 
children. I trust when litis Bill is presented 
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to Parliament--and I am very glad it is not 
made a party question-there will . be a 
majority of members who will fire It out. 
Vv e have quite enough important business 
without Bills of this character. I should 

like in concluding my brief refer­
(7 p.m.] enc~ to the proposed alteration in 

connection with subjects to be 
taught to State school children in Queens­
land, to say that in matters religious. it is not 
right. t.hat the majority should exermse pow~r 
over the minority; and I object most emphati­
cally to the democratic principle of majority 
rule being applied to any religious matter 
whatever. With regard to. the Pohce 
Offences Bill, we shall have plenty of oppor­
tunity to speak on that particular measure, 
eo I will leave it for the present. I will just 
say, however, that it will be a surprise to me 
if the Bill in its present form receives the 
assent of this House. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIO LANDS: Have 
you had time to look it through? 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I have not carefully 
reviewed the Bill; but a. cursory glance at 
page 1-the Table of Contents-enabled me to 
see that the matters dealt with are such as 
will require ample consideration. There is a 
paragraph in the Speech which deals with a 
very important matter-that is, the unsatis­
factory condition of the eyes of the children 
in some of our State schools. That trouble, 
I may say, is not confined to our State schools, 
but is of very general apJ;llication in the 
vV estern country. If any credit is due for 
ventilating· that subject in this House, it 
belongs to the hon. member for Gr.egory, Mr. 
Hamilton, the hon. member for Flmders, Mr. 
May, the hon. member for Carpentaria, Mr. 
Nevitt, and other ·western members who have 
taken an intense interest in this matter for 
years past. This is not likely to be a. party 
question. We know quite well that in New 
South Wales the authorities have found the 
evil growing to such an extent that they had 
to cope with it; and I would like to quote a 
paragraph from a Sydney newspaper giving 
the result of medical examination and inspec­
tion of children attending State schools there. 
The departmental report was based on the 
medical insjJection made in 1908 and 1909-

The report states that ninety-eight schools in 
the metropolitan and Newcastle d1stncts were 
visitetl for purposes of medical inspection. Of a 
total enrolment of 66,000 pupils, 14,360 or 21.7 per 
cent. were presented for medical examination, as 
suffering from some physical defect likely to inter­
fere with their physical development and progress 
in school work. No fewer than 57 per cent. were 
found to have defective vision, 49 per cent. post­
nasal growths, and 24 per cent. throat trouble. 

If the position is that bad in New SDuth Wales 
it is more than likely that in Queensland, 
where there is such .a large area of country 
with a tropical climate, the trouble will be 
accentuated; and members on this side will 
endorse an:y practical proposal that may lead 
to the alleviation of the physical troubles from 
which hundreds and hundreds of our children 
are su.ffering:_not only ophthalmic diseases, but 
many other disorders resulting from im_Pover­
ishment of the blood through bad food, Impro­
per food, or insufficient food. I trust the 
examination will not be confined to a few 
schools in the West, but that a comprehensive 
examination will be made of the schools in 
Queensland, irrespective of locality. I now 
·come to a clause in the Governor's Spe(_'ch 
which has attracted a good deal of attentron 
on the part of a good many hon. members; 
and I presume that tl!e hoJ:?-. gentler:'-an who 
i.s responsible fo~ the mc!uswn of this clause 

in the Speech is the hon. gentleman at the 
head of the Government. It reads as fol­
lows:-

I regret that the financial relations between the 
Commonwealth and the Statesi are not so satisfactory 
as could be desired. In the conference on the 
matter held lttllt year the representatives of <;J1J.eens­
!ancl accepted a settlement whwh they d1.ct not 
consider quite equitable to the btates, buu they 
knew the occasion called for compromise, and felt 
that permane-ncy justified some .sacrifice. 'I~e 
scheme was sub:m,itted to the peop~e of _t\us~rah~, 
and, though carried by a substrmt1al maJO~ItJ: _In 
Queensland, failed to secu1·e elsewhere the maJorities 
required by the Constitution. 

Last year in the Governor's Speech he made 
a similar declaration when he said-

I am happy to say that an important step has 
been taken towards scouring a satisfnctory read~ 
justment of the :iinanclal relations between. the 
Connnonwealth and the States. No public question 
in Australia at the present time is of so much 
importance. On the wise and equitable settlement 
of it depend the continuance of the Federal system, 
the financial stability of the States, and the per­
manence of local self~government in Australia. 

We were led to believe by_ the hon. gentle­
man and by many supporting him, both out­
side and inside, that if certain things were not 
done in accordance with the hon. gentleman's 
wishes the country was going to the dogs, 
metaphorically. There was to be a. most 
unseemly and regrettable dislocation of the 
State finances, and the Treasurer was to be 
placed ·in a particularly awkward position. 
Now, I would just like to make a few passing 
references to the last Federal election, especi­
ally bearing on the financial relations as affect. 
ing the States and the Commonwealth. But 
before doing so I would like to take the 
opportunity of expressing my astonishment­
! won't say disgust-that the hon. gentleman 
should have so forgotten his high position as 
Premier of the State as to go round assisting 
Deakinite candidates, and wherever he went 
taking advantage of his office as Chief Minis­
ter of the Crown by receiving deputations 
galore and making all sorts of promises to the 
electors--

Mr. NEVITT: Practically bribery. 

Mr. MA UGHAN: Of making all sorts of 
impossible promises to the electors, both in the 
North, South, East, and WBst, which he knew 
quite well could nDt be rBspected when the 
proper time came to have them fulfilled. At 
Toowoomba, Allora, Boonah, and many other 
places, particularly in the farming districts, 
these promises were• made, and I strongly 
object to any Minister of the Crown usurping 
his functions of office in the direction indi­
cated. It think it is most unseemly, and it is 
a thing that ought to bB absolutely stopped. 
Not only that, but we find the hon. gentleman 
gDing about and telling the• people what would 
happen if cBrtain things did not take place. 
Now, the Home Secretary, and the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the Government, 
also caught the alarm. He went up North 
and told the people that if certain things did 
not eventuate, calamity would overtake the 
country. I have before me an extract from 
the Courier of 27th March, when the hon. 
gentleman met the· electors of Cairns at the 
Shire Hall and gave a lucid address-and 
surely it w~uld be a lucid address-

The HOME SECRETARY: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MAUGHAN: On the Federal position. 

This is what the Courier sa.Id-
Replying to a deputation from the town council, 

in regard to the request for a loan for sanitar-y: 
work, Mr . .Appel stated that the possible cause why 
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no l'eplv was: received from the Treasury was the 
present "1.1nsettled state of financial conditions, which 
would remain .so until the financial agreement with 
the Commonwealth had been settled. Should the 
latter be unassented to the finances of the State 
won1d be in un absolutely disorganised condition. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Hem, hear! 
'Mr. MAUGHAN: Are they in an absolutely 

disorganised condition? 
The TREASURER : They will bB considerably 

worse by our £1 5s. arrangement. 
Mr. MAUGHAN: It will ~ot be difficult 

to prove•, when the Budget is before the 
House, that the finances of Queensland, not 
only during the period of the Federal elections, 
but also on the• 30th June this year are really 
in a more healthy position now than they were 
before, and at the very t1me the Premier of 
Australia, Mr. Kidston, Mr. Wade, Mr. 
Murray, and the ex-Premier of Australia and 
the• Premier of Tasmania. were, with one voice, 
bewa.iling and bemoaning the financial condi­
tions which would result if certain conditions 
did not eventua.te, the State Treasurers issued 
to the public of Australia some of the most 
tempting looking Bala.nce-sheets tha.t were 
ever presented to the people. 

The TREASURER: W a.it till we get £300,000 
or £400,000 less this nBxt year than we ha.ve 
done before. 

Mr. 1\IA UGHAN: Does the hon. gentleman 
imply that our means of ra.ising revenue are 
exha.usted. 

The TREASURER : I tell you we shall get so 
much less from the Commonwealth. 

IVIr. MA UGHAN: If he does, I tell him 
tha.t we have only scratched on the surface in 
raising rev€nuB in Queensland. 

The HoME SECRETARY: What does the hon. 
gentleman suggest? 

iVIr. MAUGHAN: The hon. gentleman will 
get his a.nsw<er on the Budget Speech. So fa.r 
as I am concerned I shall be only too glad 
to give him what iittle information I ha.ve at 
my command on tha.t subject, but I have some­
thing else to de·al with just now. To proceed, 
still quoting the Home Secretary at Cairns-

The 1YHttter at the 11resent time is one of the keenest 
a11xiety to the Government as to wbat the future would 
bring forth. "I ;::•:m tell you c::tndidly ," he s:dd, ·~that 
if the agreement is not carried into effect it Wili mean 
that the Governmf:lr..t ''"ill have to impo;:;e additional 
taxation." 

The HOME SECRETARY: Very likely, too. 
Ivlr. MAUGHAN: Are we to undmstand 

that the Ca.binet are contempla.ting increased 
taxa.tion? One of the astonishing things about 
the pre<sent Governor's Speech is the fact that 
the CB,binet are absolutely silent on the ques· 
tion of a remission of a large a.mount of taxa.­
tion that ought to be remitted to the people. 
Just about the same time, we find the orga.n 
of the Government-the Courier-in its notes 
which it used to ilssue da.ily to the people of 

, Queensland, making use of the following 
statement. No doubt these particular election 
notes were inspired, probably by the hon. 
gentlema.n a.t the head of the Government. 
Let me quote one• or two-

If the financial ngt·cement is not ratified the Queens~ 
l~.ud Go·vernmcnt Will have to :reconsider its policy of 
railway construction. 

Ha.s it been reconsidered? They are going in 
for more ra.ilway ·construction than, I suppose, 
a.ny Government ever contemplated during 
the a.nnals of Queensland history. Are we to 
understa.nd that the Government have become 
lukewa.rm on that pet subject of theirs-immi­
gration? Are we to understa;nd tha.t the land 
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settlement question is now a. thing of the past 
as regards the Kidston Cabinet? Then it goes 
on-

For a policy il1volving heavy expen,.litnTe cannot be 
llndertalnm while the solvency of 1ho State depends on 
tbe whim of the Federa.l Treasunr. 

Now summarised, tho.se were the opinions ex­
pres;ed by the, various Ministers and their 
suppoxters throughout Queensland at the la.st 
election. Another paragraph is-

]ir. Kidston ha,;; warnr:d tlle people of Queensland 
thnt t1Je financial agreem}nti is the rncst important 
question evtr F<ubmitted to them. Do the people wish 
to see the l'ailway pvogl'amme cut down, a~d do they 
desire to see the increas-es in the pay of pubhc servants 
stoppeO.? 
And yet, two months a.fterwa.rds, we find 
fr1inisters going about-even the 1\Iinister for 
Railways-sond I heard him '.vith my own ell:rs, 
and other hon. members did the same-gomg 
about promising--

Mr. CoYNE: After the> agreement was 
thrown out. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: After the agremmmt WSA> 
thrown out by the people of Australia., we 
find the Minister for Railways-with ha.rdly 
time to be• in his office from one week to 
a.nothor-going a. bout the country, north, .south, 
east, a.nd west, promising railways wholesale. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Don't you get the 
credit for it? 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I wa.nt to show the in­
consist-ency of hon. gentlHinen during the 
election compared with the attitude they have 
taken up since the ele,ction. 

Mr. CoY"ilE: Instead of cutting down th<'> 
railwa.y men's wages they ha.ve increased: 
them. 

Mr. MA UGHAN: Of course. Now. the. 
very best guarantee that Queensland will re· 
ceive fair play as regards the finances is the 
fa.ct that the Prime Minister of the Common­
wealth is a. Queenslander himself. 

OPPOSITION ME1IBERt;: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. 1\IAUGHAN: There is no more influen· 
tia.l man in Australian politics to-day than Mr. 
Andrew Fisher, and he is backed up by a. 
pa.rty tha.t is most de2irous and anxious to do, 
well, not only by the Commonwealth, but by 
the various States that have sent their 
ma.jority in. 

The TREASURER: Then ·he will remove the 
anoma.ly tha.t Queensland has to pay 2s, more, 
than a.ny other Sta.te. 

Mr. FERRICKS : You agreed to it. 

l'ifr. MAUGHAN: We find the hon. gentle­
man, when replying to the leader of the Oppo­
sition, still bemoaning the fina.ncial conditions 
which would eventuate in Queensland, and 
yet only a few days previously he had cabled 
home a. special message to be• read at a 
Queensland dinner in London, as follows:-

Sir Thomas Rohinson read the following n1essag-e from 
the Qneens.land Premier (Hon.\\'. Kid~ton;, as follows:-

The whole State is enjoying unpn cedented prosperity r 

a continuance of wbicb -is r...s:-:,ured by the present 
copious rains. Rnilways OilBning up timber and mi.nera.l 
country, and making available large areHs suitable fm· 
agricultural fettlfment, 1:re being coustTucfed t·n,1)idly. 
A preliminary ex}tmi11ation of the route of the proposed 
transcontinental raHway, from a point l'outh-west of 
Charleville to the State border near Cnmoowc:t1, is novV' 
procetdinz. Lan.d settlement is increasing rflpidly andl 
finance~ are satisfa-etory, and the financial year will 
close with a surplus. 

The finances are satisfa.ctory. Tha.t is what:· 
he sa.id in his ca.blegram, a.nd yet the hon. 
gentleman--
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The TREASURER: He was referring to the 
last financial year. 
·Mr. MAUGHAN: The hon. gentleman 

knows quite well that when the Premier sent 
that cablegram he was referring to the posi· 
tion which Queensland occupied on that very 
day. 

}1fr. Cor~·TE: .c\nd its prospects. 
The TREASURER: He was referring to the 

.last financial year. 
Mr. MAUGHAN: He said in his cable· 

gram-
Land settlement is incr1 asing rapidly. The finances 

are sati~factory. 

And so also says the Treasurer. Then why 
. all this bewailing and calamity howling? And 
he concludes the cablegram with the words-

The financial year will close with a surplus. 

The TREASURER: That shows that he was 
referring to last year. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Then where is the argu· 
ment of the head of the Government? After 
all this ever lasting reference to the unfriendlv 
and unbusiness·like relations between the 
Commonwealth and the States with regard to 
the finances--

The TREASURER: You overlook the fact that 
we are only getting £730,000 instead of over 
£1,000,000. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: What I am doing is to 
show the absolute inconsistency in the state· 
ments of Ministers and others during the 
Federal election compared with the actual 
position which Queensland is enjoying at the 
present time, as laid down by the Premier's 
own cablegram sent to London. 

'l'he SECRETARY: What would be the 
effect our getting a bad season? 

Mr .. IvrA UGf!:AN: I hope the hon. gentle­
man 1s not gomg to ask me to assume the 
role of Jeremiah. As a matter of fact, what 
with the utte1·ances made by the Premier, the 
Home Secretary, the junior member for Bris­
bane North, and others during the last 
Federal election, I do not wonder that people 
were frightened. We find the Chief Secretary 
Speaking at Allora on behalf of the hon. 
member for Cunninghan1, and during that 
speech he referred to the question of State 
debts. This was on the 23rd of March, and 
the Premier sa.id-

In referring to the State debts 
Kiclston said he thought that there 
importance paid to it, as it really eoulcl 
for about thirty years. It would 
)'(Jeople trJ.ought, "interfere with the 
:State Parliament or their power 
·of carrying on public works. If 
would, he surely -..vould not be there to 
to vote u Y 0s" on the question. In the 
the State debts, it was preferable to 
Commonwealth stock instead of five or six 
State stocl..:s, and if carried out properly con~ 
version of the fltate stocks into 0ne }._ustralian 
stock would result in advantage. The amendment 
they were asked to sanction had nothing to do 
with the States borrowing for public works when· 
-ever they wantcc1 to. The taking over of the State 
debts did not loose the1u for their responsibility, 
and it did not mean the taking over of the rail-
ways. 1.fhe cn1y practical of taking over the 
State debts was to take as they fell due. 
IJ.1herefore, as he had said, would be a long time 
before the matter would operate. But he asked 
them to believe that their voting "Yes" in the 
matter would be a step in the right direction. 

Then Mr. E. H. l\ihcartney, speaking in the 
Alliance Hall, W oolloongabba, on the 2nd 
March, said-

T·here was ample evidence that the Labour party 
teanetl strongly towards unification, and he doubted 

very much if Queensland's experience of federa~ 
tion had been such a~ to warrant her extending the 
Federal powers. It was imperative that they pre­
serve to the States every right they possessed, for 
it was a matter of bread and butter. In regard 
to the States debts referendum, Mr. Macartney 
hel1l tha.t it was inadvjsable to further extend t~ 
powers of the Commonwealth in this direction, anti 
he pointed out the great importance of preserving 
her borrowing powers to a State like Queensland, 
where so much Tequired to be done in the way of 
railway construction and development. (Applause.) 

Then we find the Premier at Toowoomba 
making use of the following statement, on 
the 1st of April of this year:-

If they wanted to make a socialistic experiment in 
Australia, let them Sf1nd the Labour party back to 
power . 

Mr. CoYNE: Hear, hea.r! They took his 
advice. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: 
If they wanted the policy which }Ir. D'eakin had 

placed befoTe them given a fair chance to be 
carried out, send the Deakin party back to power .. 
But don't, in the name of common sense, vote for 
a mnn of one pa:rty and vote for a man of lhQ 
other. Let them have one or the other. Ha 
would rather see the Labour party in power­
(" hear, hear," and applause from the back)-than a 
mixture of parties in the Federal Parliamrpt, which 
made the real power of Government impossible. 

Mr. RYMND: That is whs"t they have done. 
Mr. J\!IAUGHAN: That is just what they 

have done. ' 
The Hmm SECRETARY: Is not that reason· 

able? . 
JY!t-. MAUGHAN: Absolutely reasonable. 
The Hmm SECRETARY: Then what are you 

complaining of? 
Nir. FERRIOKS: Beca.use your Prem1er ha~~ 

been crying ever since. "'" 
Mr. MAUGHAN: Because the Premier's 

remarks the other night, and on every con· 
ceivs"ble occasion, even in addressing the Cham· 
ber of Commerce, show that he is one of the 
most inconsistent nolitioians that we have in 
Australia at the ·present time, to use the 
mildest possible word. If Queensland is suf· 
fering from any disabilities as a result of 
federation it is the fault of those statesmen 
who in y~ars gone by failed to see that 
Queensland was represented at the .var10us 
conventions, and who absolutely Ignored 
Queensland's best interests when the Constitu­
tion was being framed. That 1s the view 
which I hold, and it is the view held by many 
hon. members in 'this House and in the 
Federal Parliament representing this party. 
It is interesting to know the views expressed 
by the great " Thunderer," the old Conser· 
vative organ 1'he Times. \Vhat the ho_n. the 
Premier of Queensland would not do, 1t was 
left to an old influential ConservatiVe news­
paper in Londo~ to do, ~me of the oldest 
papers in the BrJtiSh Empire, and that wa:s, 
to give credit to the Fisher Government 111 

the following terms:-
London, 9th J u.ly. 

The Thnes, in discussing the new Commonwealth 
Ministry, remarks it seems to have gai~ed 
the public confidence an unusual degree, whwh 
is greatly due to Mr. Fisher and his coHes"gues 
avoiding the unusual things which the critics pre­
dicted they would introduce. 

What did these critics anticipate? They knew 
qnite well it would not be done, but the.Y said 
during the Federal election that if the Labour 
party were returned to the Federal Parlia· 
ment with sufficient strength, a wholesa~e 
period of confiscation would com~ence, !IJld .1t 
would end in a general devastat1on settmg m 
all over the land. '.!'here would be absolute 
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ruin. All industries would suffer, and as a 
~onsequence there would be in every part of 
Alistralia serious industrial and commercial 
troub1e. I quoted an extract from a speech 
by the Premier with regard to unification. If 
there is any body of men who are out-and-out 
unificationists it was the StatD Premiers of 
Australia themselves. As a matter of fact, 
the agre•ement is worth quo~ing to, rBfresh the 
memory of hon. members. Let me quote one 
or two clauses-

more one reads the 
one reads the fina~'1-

was concocted and 
Premiers, the more 

conclusion that those 
dangerous unifica­
had in the States. 

real trouble? 

Mr. CoYNE: F·isher n.nd his party are in 

It is not because the 
rejected. That does 

the hon. gentleman. 
because the Federal 

'fhat not trouble 
lt is not that the 

0<w>W>lm"'''" used the trust funds for 
That does trouble 
The real is that 

Government at 
oi Australia, 

to bring the greatest 
that Ministry and 

conc<3rr:Lea in that party. That 
"'"A~" A"'" trouble. The rea1 trouble 

party were annihilated. And 
even Minister himself had one of 
the narrowest escapes from dB•feat o£ B.~nybody 
throughout the whole Commonwealth at the 
last Fs·deral election. These are details that 
are troubling the State Premiers of the 
various Australian States, who exerted their 
utmost influenca to to capture the Aus-
tralian Parliament for purpose of running 
that institution Conservative lines. 
During last election was frequently said 
by l'.Iinisters and other members opposite 
that the labour question had been practically 
settled. One Federal candidate, Mr. 
MacrosBan) said it waS " as dead as J ulius 
Crosar." "While we have practically seen the 
end of the Polynesian traffic, I should like to 
pomt out to hon. members that there are 
other labour troubles besides the Polynesian 
labour trouble-that there are other coloured 
alien labour questions which will attract 
attention in Australia before very long. In a 
newspaper, a Labour newspaper published at 
Mackay, called "The Pioneer;" there is a 
report of a spe"ech deiivered by the Hon. Mr. 
Bamford, the Labour candidate for the Her­
bert. That gentleman quotes from a speech 
delivered by Mr. Swayne, the junior member 
for ~.ra,."kay, at a certain conference held at 
Cairns some little time ago, when the hon. 
membe,r is reported to have said that 35,000 
men should be brought from New Guinea or 
t-he ~out):t Sea Islands to work the sugar 
mdus,ry m the North. Does that look as if 

[l!lr. JJiauglurn. 

the coloured labour question is j?ermanently 
settled-that it is " as dead as J uhus Crosar"? 

The TREASURER: When was that said 1 
Mr. MAUGHAN: It is mentioned in the 

report of a speech delivered by Mr. Bamford 
on the 'ith Januflry, 1910. 

The TREASURBR: But when was it said by 
Mr. Swayne? 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I mention,this fact as a 
warning to 11iuisters, because it is use, 
ostrich-like hiding our heads in the and 
saying tha£ there is no e:oloured labour ques­
tion in Queensland at the present time. 
According to Mr. Bamford, coloured aliens 
are employed at the following mills:-

2 3 ·~II;nn bled on ... 43 
6 21 ... f) 

'7 32 ' . 42 
... 1 29 Alb?rt 4 

3G 10 3L 
6 1 B 

10 37 31 
••• it) 14 7 

Grand total, 402. 

superintendent of the Brisba;ae­
desires to notify the publie that until 

abatement of the pressure upon the 
""'""'nwwi>+;A~ of the hospi,tul, only the most 

can Le admitted. For more than 
past the demand upon tbe hospital 

excessive, bnt now it hRs rertc1H~d a. point 



Address in Reply. [19 JvLY.] 103 

that strains the resources to the utmost. Yester­
day there were 274 patients under treatment. The 
absence of a properly equipped hospital for in­
fectious diseases is rendering the strain greater than 
it otherwise would be. It is impossible, under the 
present conditwns, to isolate these cases effectively. 

What is the position of the hospital at Too­
woomba? This is what the Darling Downs 
Gazette, newspaper in which the hon. 
member Drayton and Toowoomba, Mr. 
Tohnie) is very much interested, said on the 
13th July, 1910-

of 

may pass, 
cient interest to 
Under Secretarv 
inspectors--and "r 
the report for 
aln.rmed at large nu.rnber of accidents that 
take place our mines during the year. If 
we were at war vvith any cvuntry and half a 
dozen of our soldi-ers were killed by the e•nemy, 
we should have big headlines in the papers 
bemoaning the fact that a few of our soldiers 
had been killed. But \VBek after week brings 
with it its victims in tl1e .shane of miners 
rnangled, or, if not n1angled, they are sent 
out of the workings almost corpses with all 
sorts diseases, the result of bad ventilation 
and sort of thJng. The t1me is ripe for 
some drastic legislation which will have the 
effect of making the conditions of the men 
engaged in our mines much better than they 
have been in the past. Reference is also 
made in the Speech to the fact th<Lt-

The. Estimates for the current year, framed with 
due regard to economy and to the requirements of 

the public service, will shortly be laid before you. 
It will be found that liberal provision ha-a been 
mad~. for impro-ving the position of a large number 
of the lower·salaried employees. 

\Ye have> had that before, and, sometimes 
while the statements may have been made by 
responsible Ministers that due provision haB 
been made for the low-paid employees, yet in 
the administration of the votes the men who 
have been suppos<Jd to get increases have not 
got them. I hope that when Parliament 
passes the votes in the· current Estimates the 
specific sums voted for certain works and 
servioes will.be properly expended, a11d that the 
permanent officials will carry out the wishes 
of Parliament. I <suppose that hon. mem­
bers on both sides have for years heard com­
plaints from men in the Railway Department 
and in other branches of the Public Service 
which show th<Lt the men have wBll-founded 
grievances-that they have been promised 
their classification ris-es, that they have re­
ce•ived communications from the heads of their 
departments the eff<Jct that thBir cases 

be when the. Estimates- w-ere 
spite of those promise.s, 

in them -they were simply 
have no desire to go into 

affecting my 
an opportunity 

Estimates. I 
of things 

which 
the dis­

shall 
that 

we have thia miserly policy being 
I am sure that it is one of the 

experiences of h-on. memb-ers to have 
to go to some of the permane·nt heads of the 
Railway Department and beseech them to 
give the workers in the service the miserable 
dole of 6d. a dav more. The trouble is that 
if the Governffient discov-er that an em­
ployee has bwken a regulation they are 
mir.:hty ouick in bringing him up with 
a round "turn, although unfortunately many 
of our State depart1nents do not stick 
to their regulations with regard to . the 
classification increases wl1ich should be given 
to employees. Howe~r, we shall hear mor<.> 

Mr. JYiauglzan.] 
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of that later on I hone that all these bla<Jk 
headlines that we see in' the newspape,rs-" In. 
creases of Salaries to Government E:nployees 
-over £100,000 absorbed"-will turn out to be 
true this time. If we pass the money in this 
Chamber, that money should go to the men 
for whom it is intended, and not find its way 
into other votes, as has beBn the ca.se in the 
past. Another thing I am surprised at, after 
the Premier's cable to the Agent-General in 
London the other day about the glorious 
wasons, the increased revenue, and the general 
prosperity, and the revenne surplus, is that 
there is no indication in the Speech that we 
are going to ha:ve any remission of taxation. 
The hon. member for Cunningham, the hon. 
membe·r for Fassifern, the hon. member for 
Rosewood, the hon. member :l'or Aubigny, and 
other hon. members profess to represent the 
farmers. 

M:r. THORN: "'What is wrong with them? 
You wen• trying to do something in my dis­
trict the other day, weren't you? 

M:r. MAUGHAN: I did something. 
l\ir. THORN: You told a lot of lies. 
;\1r. MAUGHAN: Unfortunately I had the 

temerity to vioit a pl!We called Orow's Nest, 
and I must say that I also had the temerity 
to form an industrial union there, and I can 
assure hen. members that the conditions pre­
vailing amongst the timber-workers in that 
great wealth-producing district were a dis­
grace to any part of Queensland. If it is a lie 
to tell tho.se people that the Labour party 
were behind them to a n1an to try and im~ 
p1·ove their conditions, by legislation if we 
can do it-if that is telling lies, I do not know 
what the hon. member means. 

THORN: I do not mean in that respect 
mean in other respects. I'll let you know. 

::\Ir. : I shall be very glad to 
hear. Now. want to know vvhat hon. mem~ 
bers represtintating farming districts are going 
to do with the Treasurer in regard to thi-s 
remission of taxation. There is nothing in 
the Speech aJJout re1nitting all those obnoxious 
forms of taxation so worrying to the farmers. 
The hon. member for Fassifern knows quite 
well, a.nd the hon. member for Rosewoodi 
knovYs quite well, that in their electorates 
there is one eontinual cry on the part of the 
farmers against all this iniquitous and pin­
pricking taxation. 

TREASURER: \Vouid it not be well to 
for the F'inancial Statement? 

May I ask the hon. 
is anticipated in the 

If so, I can assure the hon gentle­
n1an I shall have the greatest pleasure in 
immediately passing to so1:ne other matter. 

The How fcre you going to 
Commonwealth return~s 

The hon. member is not 
dravv me off the track. The farmers 

the tax under the Dairy Produce 
Diseases _in Stock Act, Plants Act, 

freights and high railway re­
and would just like to rea.d an extract 
a newspaper that circulates among·st 

This is a paper printed and 
in Rosewood, and this extract is' 

addres::;~ delivered at a certain farmers'!' 
held there not very long ago. It 

says-
It is also proposed to pass legislation 1·epealing{ 

various tu.xation Bills now on the statute-book.; 
The-se pei:ty taxes are u.nnoying and vexatious in 

[Mr. lriaughan. 

their incidence, and very little revenue is derived 
from their imposition. They mostly concern our 
rural population, and consequently a considerable 
number of our inhabitants, who are property~owners 
or freeholders in the towns, escape from the pro­
Yisions of these enactments that are sought to be 
repealed. 
We know quite well that, in addition, there 
are a great many other equally irritating 
forms of taxation which we express the hope 
the hon. gentleman at the head of the 
T'l'easur,:JC· will see l1is way clear to 'have 
eliminated from the statute-book of Queens­
land. 

The TREASURER: What do you propose in 
their place? 

Mr. lVIAUGHAN: I assume from that re­
mark that the hon. gentleman admits that he 
has a difficulty in discovering where the extra. 
revenue is to oorne from. 

The 'l'REASURER: We have to make up 
£300,C<{)O or £400,000 which we will receive less 
from the Commonwealth. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: If the hon. gentleman 
will repeat that interjection in his speech, or 
in the Budget debate, I have no doubt some 
hon. members on this side will be able to show· 
him in what way we will be able to raise a 
good deal more revenue. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The TREASURER: There is no doubt about 

that. 
Mr. KEOGH: 'l'ax the absentee. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Is there no better 
remedy? A most drastic measure that would 
succeed in· driving millions out of the 
country if it we~s adopted, would it? I do not 
think so. The Government state that if we 
taxed the absentee it would drive all the 
money back to London, to Paris, or to Berlin, 
or some other place. (Laughter.) It would 
never do to tax the poor struggling absentee. 
(Laughter.) As if Queensland was depending 
on the absentee. (Laughter.) As a matter of 
fact, Queensland is depending on the men and 
women who are engaged in building up the 
great industries we have heard so much about 
from the b.on. member for TownsviHG this 
afternoon. 

IVIr. KEOG-H: Tax the ba.chelors. 
l\lr. MAUGHAN: I am very glad to see 

the hon. member for Drayton and Toowoomba 
in his place, because I have to touch on a 
1natter I think it just as well to di·scuss 1Nhen 
he is in his place, more particalarly in rela~ 
tion to the question of railway construction. 
rrhc hon. mernber is very interested in railway 
construction, I presume. He was not too 
keen on the via recta proposal, but I know he 
is particularly warm on the matter of the Dray­
ton deviation. I ca~n assure the hon. member 
that the Drayton deviation question has 
played a important pal'b in the delibera-
tions of I!ouse, a.nd on 1nore than one 
occasion Drayton deviation has nhnost 
settled the of the King's Government, and 
what is more, I believe it is going to settle 
the fate of the present Government unless 
they get it. (Government laughter.) That is 
not my opinion-that is the opinion of a news­
paper of which the hon. n1ember is o·wner, and 
wa& written on the 6th July, 1910. After re­
ferring to all the advantages to the State 
such a work would be, the Da-rling 1Jown3 
Gazette vvinds as follows:-

For thB 
tion. But 
the J'Hinister. 

we have done with the deputa­
must be given to the reply of 

I hope the Secretary for Railways is listening. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Oh, yes. 
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Mr. M:AUGHAN: The article goes on-
It is vacillating, vague, indefinite. He has pro~ 

rrnised a survey along the route suggested by Mr. 
Binlls. "\Vhen pressed to say when thf~t survey 
·-would be made he was most indefinite. The most 
information that could be elicited was that it 
r.rould be carried out when a surveyor was avail~ 
;able, which might be this year, llext year, or 
.never. r:ehat rt:ply m:1y be quite sufficient for the 
~purposes of the depntationists, but it is not one 
that will commend itself to the electoTs of Drayton 
:and Toowoomba, wbo sick and tired of having 
this matter dangled tb.em, apparently for 
,election purposes. 

i appeal to the hen. men1ber for Toowoo_!nba-
It is a reply that will hardly be satisfactory to 

.the Parliamentary representative,::; the consti~ 

.tuency, who are, by the act of the placed 
-in an extremely invidious position. 

Now here comes the rub--(laughter)--
If they do not press for the construction of this 

:line they leave themselves open to the charges of 
t.dereliction of duty, and un absence of .sinceritv 
in their professions. If they do press for it a di:~ 

. .agreeable situation 1nay arise. The position the 
-Government have created for their supporters is 
both awkward and unpleasant. -

I take it that is a clear mandate to the Go­
:yernment to l~e up and doing. (Government 
laughter.) It IS all very fine for hon. members 

.. to smile, but I can assure hon. members that 
·the Drayton deviation is a matter of national 
_importance: (H(lar, hear!) If we are to 

Judge by the art10le--an extract £ro.m which 
I have submitted to the House-if we are to 
judge from that, we may expect some· very 
.mterestmg ep1soaes before long. At any rate. 
I hope the hon. member whom I have named 
will insist upon the Drayton deviation taking 
:precedence of the transcontinental railway. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: \Yhy 
not ha,ve them both? 

: .c'lnother 
touch upon I ·vva:nt 

material fOr our works, 
as rega.rds iron works 7 constructed 

as is possible. I say the time 
the Go•,-ornment should cease 

work that can be 1nanu£actured 

on a par 
Gov~r-umont some 

. motives involving a cost 
tion with which the taxpayers to find no 
less than £20,000 in freoght, every penny of 
·which could have been saved to the taxnayer 
by a little lT\OTG sympathy on the part of the 

. Administration. That magnificent structure, 
the Victoria Bridge, was manufactured in 

•Queensland; the superstructures of the Indoo. 
roopilly Bridge, the Fitzroy Bridge, the Sacl­
lier's Crossing Bridge, are alt standing monu­
-ments to the splendid work that can be done 
.by our own artisans. And if they are capable 

of turning out work of that character, surely 
we can build a few tin-pot dredges and looo 
motives. And what is more, it wiJ.l have to 
be done. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is being 
done. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I heard a good deal of 
discussion in Townsville when I went there in 
connection with the I,abour Convention, and 
it was my pleasure to come in contact with 
individuais -who took a keen interest in the 
industries of the North; and I can say with­
out fear of contradiDtion that there is a grow· 
ing feeling in the North in favour of a much 
mere up-to-date system of ocean mail steamer 
communication than exists at the present 
time. 'l'he hon. member for Townsville re­
ferred to decentralisation, · and I think the 
time has come when there ought to be a good 
deal more decentralisation. 

Hon. R. PHILP: We want the Ipswich 
workshops at Townsville . 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I£ a proposal were made 
to have State workshops at Townsville and 
Rockhampton, here is a member who would 
vote for it. I would be only too glad to do so, 
because the present arrangement is absolutely 
absurd and involves the department m enor­
l11DUs unnecessary cost. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Having the workshops at 
Ipswich? 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Bless my life! we know 
quite well it was the settled policy of the 
Government of which the hon. member for 
T1ownsville was a member to establish State 
workshons at Ipswich, but I don't think any 
member· ever expected that was going to be 
the only State workshop in Queensland. I 
hope the time is not far distant when a State 
workshop will be established in Townsville, 
and also in Rockhampton. I think it would 
be a busin€ss-like proposition, having regard 
to the large development of the Nort~ern and 
Central districts. It was my first V1S!t to the 
North, and I was impressed beyond measure 
with its wonderful capabilities. 

Hon. R. PHILP : The impression does not 
last--that is the t1·cub!e. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I don't know why the 
· hon. g-entleman should say that. Here is a 

pMagTaph from the Townsville Bulletin-
;< one way'' service from London to 

at the North Queensland ports, is, 
benefit to the trade and industry 
State. But RS.S.Uredly it does not 
a. fraction of the benefit which 

'""·"n'o'"'wu. would receive if there were direct 
communication to as well as from London. 

immigration service and as an 
-would be still greater success 

FOR LANDS : It is 
everything else. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: If it is a good business 
proposition, it is worthy of the consideration 
of the Governn1ent to see if they can meet 
the desires of the people . 

The SECRETARY FOR : Have 
they had any diffieulty with 

Hon. R. PHILP: No, none. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: None 

whatever . 
Mr. MAUGHAN: I not:ce with regret that 

there is no reference in the Speech to a Trade 
Union Bill, and I think the need for indus­
trial reform legislation is apparent to most 
hon. members. And having regard to the 
fact that some years ago we had a Bill 

Mr. Maughan.] 
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promised, and passed in this House, dealing 
with trade disputes, why ls it that the Bill is 
shelved? The Premier delivered a strong 
speech in its favour, and I cannot understand 
wby it is shelved. Is it because hon. me1nbers 
anticipate trouble at the other end of this 
building? Why should the people interested 
in industrial unionism in Queensland be de~ 
prived of a measure which is manifestly fair 
and equitable? The unions are only asking 
for the adoption by this Parliament of a 
measure that has passed not only the British 
I-Iouse of C{)mmons, but one of the most 
conservative institutions in the Brit'sh Em-
pire-the House of Lords; we are told 
that it is not a convenient to introduce 
it here. 

SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: All 
come to him who waits. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: The hon. member knows 
very well it is not introduced because there 
is a dang-er of it not being passed else­
where; hut I think the time has come when 
we, as representatives of the people, shoulc_l 
demand that legislation of this kind should 
become law. A Tmdes Disputes Bill is not 
there, o,nd an Eight Hour Day Bill is not 
there. I have already referred to the fact 
that the Nationalisation of the Hospitals Bill 
doos not appear. Arbitration and concilia­
tion is not there, v.nd I do not think we have 
a Bill promised to secure pure food. Now, 
the meaning of it all is this: 'l'hat if the 
State Parliaments of Australia, and Queens­
land in particular-which is behind a goad 
n1any of the other States in regard to legisla­
tion of this character-are not a great deal 
quicker in bringing about industrial legisla­
tion in the direction I have indicated, there 
will be a public feeling aroused throughout 
the whole o£ Australia for the Federal 
Government to take over the whole of the 
industrial legislation of Australia. That is 
what it will to, and nersonally-
although I am means anxious that 
further powers given to the Federal 
Government at present tirne in regard to 
this particular of legislation-yet if 
we going on year after year in the way 
we been going and these requests 
are not. satisfied~~·then I certainly change 
my att1tude, and be one of those who will 
most. strongly urge that the Federal authori­
ties should take over ail our industrial legisla­
tiOn. I cannot understand the Premier's 
attitude in connection with this matter. Not 
very long ago I remember that the 
'freasurer, the leader of the Labour party and 
the Opposition, Mr. Bowman, myself and 
also the Premi<Jr, attended a very interesting 
functwn held m Queen-street, the occasion 
being the annual dinner of the Amal<ramated 
Society of Engineers. As those hon~ gentle­
men will ren1er.aber, the Premier made a very 
strong speech in connection with industrial 
unionism-1 won't quote it just now, but the 
;'<'hole toPe of his deliverance was absolutely 
m favOl';_r of such a Bill as I am talking 
about. Hr:: vvas n1ost anxious so he said to 
put. ~he unions of Queensla,~d in a ~r~per 
poslbon. He was astonished, he sa1d to 
think that the Railway Department to~k a 
certain stand with regard to the payment of 
union rates of wages. He said that he would 
rectify these things, but I am sorry to say 
that these things are not rectified, and I can 
only venture to hope that Bill~ ofl lthe 
character I have referred to will yet find 
their place on the business-paper of this 
session. There is plenty of time to do the 
work. 

r1lfr. Maughan. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Not if 
we all make speeches as long as you. 

Mr. MA UGHAN: It is very rarely that I 
indulge in long speeches. The hon. gentle­
n1an, at any rate, may be good enough to 
give me credit for that. I rarely take up ~he 
time of the House very long; but, seemg 
that there wero many matters which I con­
sider to be of public importance ~m which I 
felt it my duty as a representative of the 
people to discuss, I hope the hon. gentleman 
will not think that r am unduly long. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Hear, 
hear! 

: But I will say this: 
doubt a few Bills on the 

is now before Parlia­
diEcussion, yet I do say, 
the Bills which I have 

particulady the 
Pure Food Bill 

measures 
their way 

considering at 

that 
But, as was 

was not a ques~­
o£ last year­

going to get on 
liked the hon. 

some information 
to be able to square 

year; or, perhaps, 
be »ble to tell us 

c{)nnect.ion with levisla­
I have heard come from 

Government in regard 
tax. 

: And you will get some­
to that, too. 
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Mr. FORSY'rH: But, if we had a land tax 
on to-morrow, it would not bring in anything 
like the amount of money that will be 
necessary to carry Queensland over tbis pre­
sent year. 

Mr. LESINA: It wilL bring something in. 
HAMILTON: If we had a State one, you 
not have a Federal one. 

Mr. FORSYTH: We have one now, really. 
The only difference between Queensland and 
New South Wales, where they have a land 
tax, is that if there is land in New South 
Wales which is lying idle, and the unim­
proved value of which is £300, the people who 
own that land have to pay the tax-that is all 
the difference. If we have got land here 
lying idle we don't pay the tax; but if we 
have land that is utilised, and from which a 
rental is derivable, we pay a land tax just 
the same as they do in New South Wales, 
through the income tax. 

Hon. H. PHILP: We pay more. 
Mr. FORSYTH: Yes, we pay more. On 

muoerJ>v. the income tax is 5 per cent. It is 
more than the land tax. We profess to 

friends of the farmers, as my friend 
and we think the farmers o:l' 

quite heavily taxed enough 
the local authorities. Many 

party. 

a very stiff amount. 
who have to 

yet hon. 
are supposed 
want to im-

:rvir. LENNON: A. ·very good cry, too, 

.Mr. FORSYTH: Of course, some members 
will always give a reason of s-ome kind. 

J}.tlr. LESIN.A: But that is the reason. 
Mr. FORSYTH the reason is 

wanted to buy 
cannot in 
land a,s is. 
it, and 

coming to 

Mr. LESINA: Land in New Zealand is too 
dear to devote to :farming. There is also a 
·lot of land in Queensland too dear for faxming" 
purposes. 

Mr. FORSYTH: The fact remains that the 
people a.ro flockin::;· to Queensland. 

Mr. NEVITT: You cannot give them the 
land. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Of course, we are de­
lighted to have these people coming here, be­
cause the la.ncl is cheap here and they settle 
down amongst If anyone' will take the 
trouble to find value of agricultural land, 
grazing land, or any other kind of land in 
Queensland a.nd compare it with the price of 
land of similar quality in New South \Vales or 

of the other States, they will find that 
much cheaper in Queensland, and that is 

why we get such numbeTs of people 
from the other States. VVe 

day aimost that herds 
from tl10 other States~ 

cheaper here. 
11r. NLDLI,AN: Is land cbeaper in the l\lore­

ton? 

to 
in 

Mr. : About 70 per cent. of thmu 
come to .o1 '"'J"''"'· 

Mr. FORSYTH: The other day I asked 
Mr. Brenan, the offioor in charge of the 
immigrants when they come out here, how 
many people he had in the depot just now, 
and he said, "Not one." 'fhese people have 
all been abRorbed and utilised in some way. 
\Vith t11e rnen who corr_._e here who 

labourers and who want to 
Bay thnt the best v~ray for them 

Mr. F~rsyth.] 
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to do is to take a. billet for a year or two 
until they know what are the conditions of 
the country, and when they do that they will 

in 
1 
a far better position to take up land 

t11ey a.re when they first arrive here. 
1IANN: They will not allow them to 
Cairns. 

F'ORSYTH: Perhaps the reason they 
let them land in Cairns is because 

represented by n1y 'hon. friend. 
Queensland is in prosperous 
present time, we are all 

to see that that is so. There was 
tirne in the history of Queensland 
1vas so prospero-us as she is now. 

FERRICKS: They are paying white 
up Narth. That does not 

prosperous. 
Mr. FORSYTH: If they are paying men 

4d. an hour, it is rather small pay ta givo 
any man, and there must be some special 
reason that a man should be asked to work for 
.s;uch a rate. 

Mr. FERRICKS: In all the sugar-mills_ 

Mr. FORSYTH: vVhether that is so or 
not, members must admit that the country is 
prospe-rous. What is tbo cause of it'? Soxne 
.say that it i.s because the Premier is in his 
present position in Queensland~ It is a fact 
~hat ever since the Prmnier hws been a I\1in-
1Ster of the Crown, right up till to-day, 
Queensland has had great seasons. That is 
true .. If could get an from the 
Prem1er he would to give us 
~ood seasons, I would say us keep him 
.there for all time. 

::\Ir. LENNON: And failing that as"'3uranc·e? 

]\fr. FORSYTH: If we' could only get that 
assurance, then the country wculd be bound 
to All our industries are flourish­

time. I have spoken 
en1ploy carpenters, and 
brickla vers and other 

that they cannot 
they are 

will 
in the 

our fin an cos. 
about looking for 

where I live, a carpenter 
engaged to do c·a.rpentry work 

needed it, told me that he was 
for 5s. or &. a day. He was a 

llr,c-t:Htse workman. and that was what 
One of the results of pros­
in Queensland is that it has 

I remember when members 
:?ppcsite side railed against the 

OJ. some years ago for spending' 
money railways in the bad times. 

of spending money right 
bad. But what was 

{o'fet·nnamot. had faith in 
spending of that money 

in emp]oyment during 

were ob-

was spent on 
Governrr1ent 

i;ben power. They spend £1,000,00() 
a year~and to-day we are feeling the benefit 
.of the 1noney spent on those railways. 

Mr. BoWMAN: It was your present leader 
who condemned that Government for spend­
ing the money. 

[ Z!i r. I; o·rsyth. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I am not discussing the 
question of any leader, but the Government 
of that day was blamed and railed against by 
members of the Labour party, and yet the 

railwa.ys are the best paying assets 
[8.30 p.m.] of the Government to-day. Mr. 

Airey vms one of the members who 
used to rail against the Government at that 
time. As a matter of fact, it was the very best 
pohcy the Government could have adopted. 
\Ve are all satisfied and pleased to fL'ld that the 
country is so prosperous, and I am sure every 
one of us hopes that the country will remain 
prosperous for 1nany years to come, as it is 
good for the pastoralist, for the farmer, for 
the storekeeper, for t:w publican, and for 
everybody. The more prosperity we have in 
Queensland the more will people be induced to 
come to the State. The three things that the 
Government believe in are a vigorous immi­
gration policy, a vigorous land settlement 
policy, and. a vigorous railway policy. The 
result of the closer settlement policy of the 
Government has been particulariy satisfactory . 
During the last year the Lands Department 
has closely settled more land than has ever 
been settled in a single year before in Queens­
land, and the revenue from this source 
increased by £80,000. I have to congratulate 
the Minister for Lands upon this splendid 
achievmJ1ent, fo·~· it is a splendid achievement. 
I honestly believe 1lnt at no distant date 
instead of getting £700,000 odd from our land 
in a we shall get £1,000,000. The more 

we have settled on agricultural farms, 
on grazing farms, and grazing homesteads the 
better it will be for Queensland. The settle­
ment of so rnuch land is a 1nagnificent 
achievement for the department, as close 
settlement is one of the finest things for the 
country. All the big areas will have to be cut 
up into smaller blocks, and the more the large 
areas are subdivided the more intense will be 
the cultivation and the greater the wealth we 
shall get from the so]. The results of the 
administration during the year just closed 
shows what is the policy of the Government 
in this respect. We saw that 150,000 acres of 
land in the Bumett district were sold in one 
day, and if there had been 150,000 acres more 
it would have been sold. Tha.t shows that 

have land available the people will 
up. I believe the Government are 

Ano-e.o-1n,. ever:l' surveyor they can lay their 
for the purpose of cutting up land 

set;tHm1ent, w hi eh is a proof of their prae­
this matter. Last year the 

for closer bettlement increased 
acres. There is certainly a slight 
the area taken up as agricultural 
grazing farms. In 1908 the area 

up as grazing farms was 607,000 acres, 
in 19{)9 it was only 541,000 acres. The 

area, taken up as grazing homesteads in 1908 
was 55,0()0 acres, and in 1909 it was 39,000 
o,cres, showing a small decrease. But when 
we come to gra,zing farrns, and more especi­
ally grazing homesteads, we find that there is 
a large increase in the area selected, and it is 
rnost gratifying to note the increase in graz~ 

_ ing homesteads, because under that tenure a 
selector has to reside on his land. The area 
taken up under those tenures doubled during 
the last year. In 1908 the area taken up as 
grazing farms was 2,500,000 acres, while in 
1909 it increased. to 3, 114,000 acres-an increase 
of 655,000 acres in twelve months. In grazing 
hon1esteads there je an enormous increase. 
The people who take up land under that 
tenure get priority, the condition being that 
they must live on the land. In 1908 only 
870,000 acres were taken up under this tenure, 
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while this year 1,50\J,OOO acres were taken up. 
So that last year closer setl,lement under those 
two tenures increased by over 1,000,000 acres, 
and that, I contend, is one of the reasons why 
Queensland is so prosperous to-day. The Go­
vernmc;nt have done splendid work in connec­
tion with their land policv, and I hope that 
policy will be continued~ The revenue re­
ceived last year was £353,000 more than was 
estimated by the Treasurer 

Mr. MANN: And the Government spent 
£307,000 more than they expected to spend. 

~.1r. F01\'s··~r1'H: The hon. member will get 
the other side of t.he question in a minute. 
I say that the revenue 1ncreased by £353,000 
during the last twelv~ n1onths, and it is quite 
clear that i£ the Government continue to 
increase their revenue in that way they will 
be doing good business. But while recognis­
ing that the revenne has been increased, we 
must not forget that they raised the expendi­
ture very considerably. I will come to that 
aspect of the subject presently. But I want 
now to speak of anothe-r item, which I con­
sider one of the principal factors in the great 
prosperity of Queensland. The hon. n1cinbei· 
for Ipswich spoke just now about the railway 
policy of Queensland. Well, I may J?Oint out 
that the railwe.y revenue last year mcreased 
by £208,000. The revenue from railways last 
year was £2,318,000, and in 1908 it was 
£2,100,000. That is particularly sa.tisfactory. 
Our railways are doing well, and we are 
building more railwa.ys all the time. So long 
as we can get anything a,pproaching 3~ per 
cent. on the mone-y invested in railways we 
are doing good business. There are places. 
however, where it would be foolish to build 
a railway, particularly so:me 1nining centres. 
Take the CroydDn Railway as an illustration. 
That line has never paid. The Government 
built that railway, no doubt, believing that it 
would pay, but Croydon is now practically 
deserted. There is nothing doing there. It 
is a very sad thing to thinl{ that the place is 
practically deserted, but such is the case, for 
there are onlv a Rmall number of people 
living there n;w, and they cannot make the 
railway pay. The line does not pay working 
expens0s, much less interest on the money in­
vested, and the rea.son is tha"t the railway runs 
through a part of the country that is no good. 
The land is utterly useless. If mining centres 
were situated in places where there was good 
land, then, when the mines failed, the miners 
could take up land in the vicinity and make a 
living on it, but they cannot do that at Croy­
don. and the consequence is that the railway 
in that district is a very heavy drag on the 
State That is a iine I would have allowed a 
syndicate to build. The same thing applies to 
the Mount Eiliott Railway. The land between 
Cion~urry and Mount El!iott is no good. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: What about the 
land beyond? 

Mr. FORSYTH: There is some good land 
beyond, but thB land between Cloncurry and 
Mount Elliott is no good at all. If that par­
ticular mine does not pay, the railway will 
be a great burden upon the State. While I 
have always believed in the~ principle of t.he 
Government building railways for the purpose 
of opening up agricultural districts, pastoral 
districts, and timber districts, where the<re is a 
his risk of the Government losing heavily 
by a railway going to a mining centre which 
to-day may be prosperous and in a few years 
may be done, they are not wise in building 
such a line. 

Mr. Fl!RRICKS: But a syndicate will not 
bu'ld a railway to such a place. 

Mr. FORSYTH: They do it \Sometimes. 
How much have the Chiliagoe Company got 
out of their railway? They have opened up 
an enorraous extent of country, and they have 
found ernployment at good wagBs for a large 
number of men in their mine and on their 
railway, but they have not made a single 
shilling since they started. The Chillagoe line 
pays, but the mine does not pay, and, when 
you add the expense of the railway to the ex· 
pense of working the mine, the shareholders 
have not receiv-ed any profit, and thBy are not 
likely do so for many years to come, be~ 

have enormous debt of de~ben~ 
they to pay off before the 

'her.eh•r>lrJ.m·, ma.ke a. profit. I 
no to Governnwnt build~ 

railways, I do not think they shonlcl 
their money in building railways like 

TREASURER: They am a great assist­
ance to the State lines. 

1\'Ir. FORSYTH: No doubt the Cairns Rail­
benefits very much by the building of 
particular syndica.te railway. The~ hon. 

member for Inswich spoke of the increased 
from ~ur railways as compared with 

of e> few years ago. Comparing the 
the year just closed with the re~ 

the year 1902-1903-the last yB<n· of 
great drougbt-ln seven short years vve 

reo0ived £1,073,000 morer than 
in that year. That only goes to 

good policy it is for thB Government to 
go on building railwa.ys. I suppose that e.t the· 
very outside there are not more than 
250,Q{}{) wDrkers of all sorts in Queensland 
of a population of only 570,000. Yet, in 
of that small population, this Government, 
previous GovernmGnts, have seen the force 
rushing railways <Jut in all directions, to open 
up ti1nher districts, agricultural districts, P.as~ 
toral districts, and to-day that small population 
has a larger milea.ge of railways than any 
otheY State in Australia" It is an achi{;rvement 
for which the' Government deserve every c~edit. 
New South WalBs, with about three times our 
population, has not as great a mileage. Vie~ 
toria. with hvo and a-half times our popula­
tion, is going behind all the time. It only 
shows that if wer want to develop this country 
a.s we are develop-ing it on sound lines, v.re 
must continue to build raihvays into places 
where thBy are badly wanted. The hon. me~­
ber for Townsville made an excellent speech 
to my way of thinking. It was full of good, 
sound common sense, and I believe that if the 
Government only act npon his suggestion witp, 
regard to railways it will be doing good busi­
ness for Queensland. 

Mr. MuLLAN: Particularly as regards his 
remarks about the sugar industry. 

Mr. FORSYTH: With re•gard to his remarks 
atout the sugar industry, I entirely approve 
of the principle laid down by the hon. mem­
ber for Herbert the other night. I believe, 
as the hon. member for Townsville said, that 
no n1atter w~at Government is in power in the 
Commonwealth Parliament thev must con~· 
tinue to protect the sugar industl:y, eve'n a.ft£r 
1912. The people of Australia will not permit 
any Government to allow that magnificent in­
dustry to fall to pie·ces. (Hear hear!) There­
fore, my fears a.re not the same as those of the 
Premier with regard to building mills in 
places where there is plenty of g'?od land--;­
places where, as in the North, t11e mdustry IS 

likely to pay, because there are no frosts, 
althoug;h they have grubs. ~ believe .that. in 
such localities money spent m that d1rect10n 
will· be perfectly secure. 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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Mr. FERRICKS: Prod thet Premier along a 
bit. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Members on this side are 
not bound to follow the opinions of any hon. 
member. We are allowed to hold our own 
opinions in rega;rd to mattetrs of this kind and 
I am giving utterance to my own opi;.,ions 
now. I believe 1t vnll he a good thimr to open 
up the rich lands of which the hon.a membe<r 
for Herbert spoke-the richest lands we have 
got-where you ca.."l have mtense cultivation 
and where you can ;~sttle a large number of 
people. If the Governme•nt bring forward a 

to expend money in that direction. I 
to support them. But whilst I be­

I cannot forget that we have a 
ro·w to hoe during the next twelve 
connection with our finances. With 

to the transcontinental railway, I 
approve of that-I do not care what 

route takes. The hon. member for Gregory 
has been over a great deal of the country, but 
I suppose the hon. member for Townsville 

more about Queensland than any other 
man it. He has travelled over more of it 
than any other man. I have travelled over a 
good deal of it too, and I say that the country 
out West, while it is in a dry belt, is good 
land. which can be utilised' to advantage in 
raising cattle and sheep. Sheep especially can 
be profitably raised there once railway oom­
ll:lunication is provided. 

Mr. LENNON: Where will you get the money 
if you are not going to get as much revenue? 

Mr. FORSYTH: The hon. member knows 
that railways are not built out of revenue, but 
out of loan moneys. The same thing applies 
to the sugar-mills, whose construction he ad­
vocat-ed the other night. If the hon. member 
.argues that the money for either sugar-mills 
<Qr railways should come out of revenue, then 
l would be dead against him; but as the 
money comes out of loan, it does not affect 
the revenue except so far as interest i.o con­
cerned. As a matter of fact, the people who 
want railways have to guarantee 3 per Cl'nt. 
to the Government. 

Mr. HAMILTON: There will be no guarantee 
Jor the transcontinental railway. You can. 
not expect to build it on those terms. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Although hon. members 
opposite assume that members on this side 
Jmow all about the Government proposals, I do 
not know what the Government propooo, but I 
assume that the Ra1lways Bill which is to be 
introduced will contain their scheme. I can 
quite understand the argument raised by the 
hon. member for Gregory. I say we want to 
wait and see what this Railway Bill is. It 
may have a provision whereby it will be built 
vzithout a guarantee, which, as it is a large 
chstnct sparsely populated, would be a burden 
on those people. \Ve have to wait and see 
the Bill. I am sure the hon. member agrees 
wi~h me-he knows the country well-that a 
raliway bmlt out there would be of enormous 
advantage to Queensland. It would open up 
::' large area of country fit for sheep and assist 
m settlmg a large number of people. If I 
thought for one moment, as was mentioned 
by the. leader of the Opposition, that the 
transoontinental railway was going to block 
the building of railways for closer settlement 
-as feeders from our lines to timber etrd 
agricultural country-then I certe,inly say I 
would never build it. I would not vote for 
the railway if it was going to be the means of 
blocking other railways, but we have thB 

[Mr. Forsyth. 

assurance of the Premier, in reply to the hon. 
member, that such a thing would not tab~ 
place. 

Mr. BowMAN: It is not the first time we 
have had an assurance from him which has 
not been kept. 

Mr. FORSYTH: If we have an assuranoo, 
I feel certain it will be carried out--it is 
practically a matter he is bound to carry ont. 

Hon. R. PHILP: It is in the hands of the 
House. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It would be a most u11wi'e 
policy on the part of the Government not to 
continue building lines to agricultural and 
timber country. Nearly every hon. membecr 
has a railway in his pocket. The hon. member 
for Ipswich referred to a line between \V cod­
ford and Kilcoy. I think everyone knows 
who has dealings with businBss neonle and 
contractors-thev know the demand for tim­
ber in Queensland is enormous. 

Mr. BoWMAN: Kilcoy is the best part of 
the district. 

Mr. :ll'ORSYTH: I quite agree with what 
the hon. member says. I have been told by 
one or two largo sawmillers that at tlle p:~:e­
sent time they have orders on hand for seve· 
ral million feet of pine, and they cannot get 
it. I was speaking to a contractor the other 
day, and he told me he had several large 
contracts at the present time, and he eimplv 
could not get on with his work beca.uso l1e 
could not get pine-he has to wait for it. 

M. HARDACRE: That is not because there 
is not plenty of pine-it is because the saw­
millers won't sell. 

Mr. FORSYTH: It is not a questicm of 
pine-it is a question of no means of getting 
it. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Yes, there is; but the 
millers will not sell. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Oh, yes, they will, but we 
know that the men have cut all the pine 
near the railways, and then they have to go 
further and further back, which means far 
more work, and that is one reason why the 
large sawmillers cannot get pine. As a 
matter of fact, it is not a question of selling 
the timber, it is a question of getting it, 
because the demand at the present time is 
far greater than the supply. It is the duty 
of the Government, now that timber is 
scarce, to run lines so as to get that timber 
trade. In connection with the line from 
Woodford to Kilcoy, which was mentioned 
by the hon. member for Ipswich, and which 
he thoroughly approves of-as a matter of 
fact, the Government themselves got a re­
port from one of their own officers, along 
with another man in the district, as to the 
quantity of timber in that district, and ·if 
bon. members saw the report the Secretary for 
Railways got, they might honestly say it must 
be greatly exaggerated. It runs into hundreds 
and hundreds of millions of feet of timber, and 
a great deal of that timber cannot reach 
market unless a line is run out, and that is one 
reason why lines should be built to the timb-er 
districts, because the demand is so great that 
sawmillers cannot overtake it. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Do YDU think it will 
cheapen timber to the public? 

Mr. FORSYTH: I do not know, because, 
like everything else, there is that economic 
law which is as hard as iron. 

Mr. ·HAMILTON: The timber ring. 
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Mr. l<'ORSYTH: I know nothing about 
the timber ring. What I say is this: When 
the demand is so much greater than the 
supply, up goes the price. You cannot get 
timber, and I say it is the duty of the 
··Government to build railways into centres of 
that kind to get that latent wealth. 

And establish their own 

I do not think it would 
the Government to es­

own sawmills. I think it is 
better to have individual et1terprise. I 

can tell the leader of the Opposition this: 
That if that line were taken from Woodford 
to Kilcoy, we would have plenty of sawmills, 
and the land, after the timber was taken off, 
would be used for agricultural and dairying 
purposes. All that means settlement, and I 
therefore hope the Government wiil build 
.that line. The people there are willing to give 
a guarantee, and I say the Government 
should assist them to gB't settled on the land. 
Another point: that particular part of the 
country was land· that practically belongs to 
the State. There were two estates repur­

-chawd there-Durundur and Mount Kilcoy; 
the Government settled people thBre. I do 
not say the Government promised them a 
railway, but those people distinctly under­
stood they were going to get a railway, and 
.at the prewnt tim€• they are struggling vBry 
hard to get a living. I can assure you noth­
ing would give me greater pleasure than 
to see this line extended in that district, be­
cause it will be the means of alleviating a 
great deal of trouble that these poor far­
mBrs have to put up with at the present time. 
I am not referring to my own electorate 
particularly-the same thing applies to other 
electorates. There is another railway which 
they have been advocating for in my eledorat€ 
.for the last twenty-five years--that is a lin€ from 
North Pine to Humpybong. That is a splen­
did seaside resort for commercial and busi­
ness men, and it would be a splendid thing 
for the poor tired politicians of this Howse. 
(Laughter.) When the trouble was over they 
could !fo down to Humpybong, which is one 
.of the finest watering places in Queensland, 
and anybody who has been down there knows 
it. They have one of the finest beaches in 
Queensland. (Laughter.) There are several 
people who are willing to build tramlines 
from the present line. For instance, one is 
wanted from Buderim Mountains to Palm­
woods. Then there is another wanted from 
Terrors Creek to Strathpine. That is in all 
larg-e .centre~ of population, and the people 
are vnllmg, If the Government will give the 
money,_ to take the responsibility of building 
those !mes, and I say the more feeders we 
have to the main lines the greater will be 
the revenue derivable by the Government in 
connection with the main lines. The hon. 
member for Cairns, when I was referring to 
the revenue derived from the various depart­
ments last year, also refenBd to the expendi­
ture. There are always two sides to a ques­
tion, and while we have an inerBased revenue 
of £3-53,000, we also have a large increased 
·eocpenditure of £357,000, so that practically the 
increased expenditure more than wiped out 
the whole of the increased revenue. 

The TREASURER: You do not object to 
that? 

Mr. :FORSYTH : I can a-sure tbe hon. 
;gentleman that if he bringa in thB l~stimo.tes this 

year on the same lines-if he is going to spend 
money on the same ratio as he did last year­

he will ~oon find himself in a very 
[9 p.m.] unenviable pligbt. We shall have 

a heavily decreaBed revenue fron-i 
the Commonweolth GoYernment this year, and 
it is the duty of the Government to set their home 
in order and for the bc1d tilnes corning. 
It should be to pay twenty shil-
lings in the the revenue cover the 
expenditure. te]h; rne thP,t he is 
going b do Ro, may. If he do 
so, it will be especially if 
no fucthcr 

he an~d~r 
increased 

as well 
the year as he should rrhe 

m~dn increases in expenditure have beeu in the 
Railway~, the Horne Deparhnent, the I.~ands, 
the Chief Secretary's Depurtment--

'I'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: llai!way ex· 
penditure is not taxation. \Ve have to earn our 
revenue. 

Mr. FORSYTH : I am Mv<cre of tbat. The 
more miles of rail" ay that are open, the greater the 
expenditure. In connection with the rr1ittter of 
expenditure, l wish to refer to our financial 
relations with the F12deral Governn1ent. This is 
a very important matter. ·r remember when the 
preeent high tariff imposed, a great many 
Labour men1bers said would naturally have the 
effect of reducing the amount of money to be 
received from Customs and Excise; but I believe 
the expansion of the State-:; will be the means of 
getting much more from Customs and Excise, 
especially when one-half that revenue comes from 
spirits and tobacco. During the elections a 
great many Labc,ur members stated that we must 
not expect a great deal of revenue in that direc­
tion; but during the last twelve months endin<> 
in ,J uno, in spite of those prognostications, th~ 
Federal Government received from all sources, 
including Cnstoms and Excise, an increased 
revenue of .£1,000,000. The previous year it Wf\S 

.£14,500,000, and last yeo,r it was .£15,500,000; 
and that increase was due to a large ex­
tent t0 the increase in Customs and Excise re­
venue-an increase of £787,000. 'Ne have heard 
a great deal about the Commonwealth deficit and 
the .£450,000 which the Commonwealth Govern­
ment kept back. I think it would have been 
better if Mr. Fisher, instead of keeping the 
money back, had consulted the State Premiers, 
becwse the money did not belong to the Federal 
Government. In connection with the agreement, 
the various Premiers last year estimated the big 
deficit of .£1,200,000, and agreed, in the event 
of £1 5s. per head being put into the Const-itu­
tion, to pay the one-half of the £1,200,000-that 
is, £600,000. But what did Mr. Fisher do? Did 
he take the ha if? No; he made them pay the 
lot. 

Mr. RYLAND : Only £<100,000. 
Mr. Ji'ORSYTH: When Mr. Ji'iBher went 

into the matter he said to the Sta,tes, "'.V e will 
make you pay the lot." 

Mr. FERRTOKS: .£200,000 les' than you offered 
to pay. 

Mr. FOHSYTH : That is correct; we were 
wiiling to pay the .£600,000 if the agreement was 
put into the Constitution. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : Why ? 

Mr. FORS Y TH : Because it gi vea us the 
greatest permanent secnrity we can get. The 
population of Queensland is going to increase, 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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and if it increase·1 by 20,000 a year, at the end 
of ten years Qneensland would be getting 
£250,000. 
. Mr. HARDACHE: Mr. l<'ieher is carrying out 
his agreeruent with the electors. 

Mr. FORi::\YTH : I say that in>tead of taking 
half the atnount he is taking the lot, and I say it 
was an t<nwise policy on his part. It is only fil 

paper entry. \Vill any hon. member tell me t:hat 
to hep back £450,000 that is due on the 30th 
~June, simpiy in vrder not tn shqw a deficit, and 
then po.y it over on the 15th July-wiil any hon. 
rne1nber S$.Y that is good finance? I ~ay it i:::~ a 
wrong th1ng to do, It was not a bnsines:5 trans~ 
action, and it should not bavo been d(ftle. 

Iv.Ir. HARDAORE: It was to sav8 ::tloan. 

:Mr. FORSYTH: Did it save a loan? Has 
the mvney been paid yet? Has the Treasurer 
received the money yet? 

The TREASURER: Not yet. 
Mr. FORSYTH : I am told that it has not 

yet been paid. Snppo"e I have an overdraft of 
£1,000 at the bank, ancl because I do not want 
to show that overdraft at a particular time I get 
a l0an of £1,000 from a friend. and rav that 
amount into ths bflnk; and sn{)pnse I Shnrtly 
afterwards draw n. cheqne for £1,000 to repay n1y 
frienrl, leaving my account in debit-is that busi-

? i·1 bu~;iness? It is nnt 
man wonld do that. It 

entry. ':rtw .S~ates, according 
OVdJ_ figure~~ should have g~";t 

did not. get all that 
and now we are to get a great deal 
am quoting my own figures in this matter, 
hecause 1 am giving a bigger estimate than the 
Federal Go,·ernmEnt. They Estimate that 
£3,720,000 will he needed for the financial year ; 
I am saying £3,770,000-£50,000 more. lf you 
take the e~dmated tnunher of penp1e in A.u;,~ 
tralia, as 4,375,000, ~,t £1 5s. u. head, you get a su1n 
of £5,468)000, and then tht Sttttes bave to pay, 
under the agreernent, on~':<ba1f of the arnount to 
£125,00!} to be paid to "\Ve~tern Australia. Onl' 
proportion of thr..t wi1! be £16,000 or £17,000. 
ThoRe arn 1\1 r. Fisher'~ figures. The various 
StatPs of A.ustra1ia will be handing back to the 
Federal Government a\:J<mt £3,200,000, and yet 
they want more. They a.re goiJ.g to get £LOO,OOO 
from the note issue, and rnore frorr1 the. epecial 
issue from the mint. The Federal Government 
appe>tr to forget that the St:ttes bave got enor­
mous liabilities. 

1\1:-. BoWnlAN : And yet you are wiliing to 
borrow another 5.:10,000,000! 

Mr. FORSYTH: They teli the States they 
are going to relieve tt.em of the debts, but wbo 
is going to reap the benefit? 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: Are we not people 
of Australitt "? 

Mr. FOHSYTH: We are the people of Aus­
tralia, but we have to pa,y the heavy arnnnnt of 
interest. What will be the result? £1,634,000 
wUl stili have to be found for intere"t every year 
by Queensland. Tt1e only thing the States might 
get some benefit from is by floating loaus at 
slightly less exjJense; hut, as the Scotch man 
says, "I ha' ma dootP." What I want to refer 
to is as to how Queen>hnd is going to f&re. Mr. 
Fisher says that Queen,land's portion was 
£1,153,000 this year, and his own table of how 
much we are going to get is within £1,000 of my 
own estimate. He says we have to get £723,000. 
If you take ,,ff the amount which l\lr. l<'isber 
states we are going to get this year from the 
amount we got last year, there is a deficiency of 
£430,000. 

Mr. CoYNE: That is the result of the Trea· 
surerii' conferences. 

[Mr. Forsyth 

Mr. FORSYTH: Vve do not know what we· 
are going to get, bnt we· presume we will get~ 
it, and when we get that n1llJH"Y whjch is 
hAJd hack frvn1 us Queensland \viU then have got . 
£1,100,000. Taking- that as a fair estimate­
although I believe the ]'ederal Government will. 
incrett'!C tha revenue very 111aterinlly this yenr, as 
money i& being spent in every direction--

Mr. ALLEN: \Von't the L3obour p:uty ruin the· 
country? 

1\Ir. FORSYTH, No, I do r.oo think the· 
Labour Govetn1nent willnrin tho country. 

OPPOSITION lv1EJ-:D3ERS : Hear\ hear ! 
Mr. ]'ORSYTH : It is all very ¥:ell for 

1nen1bets wh,) ars irrespcmsibh~ to talk, but 
believe when the LahuUr Goverrn11f:'11t shoulder· 
the respon~::d.bilities tl;fy will quieten and 
not rnake wild staLttnents thev before. 
Now, nnt hP~ve VI/B to pay tha"t mor1ey1 but 
we will havo p·1y H proportion of £16,000 to-
Western Austmlio. Vve will prohrthly have to· 
lose £25,000 on our note jE-sne. Then there is~ 
the propnrtion of that £{45,000, which the 
}federal Treasurer says is £5R, 000, und if 
add these together, it gives the 
£450,000 that Queensland is going to get 
fruxn the Federal Governrnent this yeH' than 
we got la8t. The leader of the Oppositicn made 
a statement the other nig-ht at which I was 
nruch snrprised, ancl I thought ut the time 
the hon. member could not have 
position fro1n a finx,ncbJ rwint of vie;v, 
given figures exactly, \'rithout any exacrQ'eJco,. 
tiou, I have shown that we are 
£450,000 this ; and yet, in 
the hnn. eaiC! that if he 
Mr. Fieher's Queensland would 
a great deal J ess. 

Mr. ALLEN: Not Queensland-tbe Strtteo. 

Mr. FORSYTH: r, nut Queenshnd one of 
the States? The m )St remarkable thing is that 
when the hon. gentlen1an 1nade that ~Staten~ent. 
he wn-. '~ I-lear-heared" by rnembers on other, 
side of the House. How 1nuc~ rnore he 
want t~ take off Queen,bud? Does be want 
to hke another 5s.? Yet the hun. gentle­

. man poses as a friend of Qneensland. i oay-
tha.t any ruan who makEs a statement of that 
kind, and the men who sit behi. him 
who "Heo.r-htar" it, are not friends of Queens¥ 
}and, but the enemiEs of Queensland, Does the 
hon. rtlelT!ba· want to s~e the finances of the 
Sra.ceH shipwrecked? He knows that the States 
will h>we a very hard row to hoe this year, 
because, not (·nly have they got to raise this. 
£430,000, but we luve been told by tha Premier 
that the Governrnent are going to increBse t.he. 
wages of the milwny servants by £100,000. Of 
course, \Ve know that the whole of the amount 
will not be ch~:uged ~gain8t revenue, as, in con~ 
nection with n1en engaged in cont:5truction work,. 
it will be charged to loan; but it moy be £50,0(1() 
that <~ueensland willlw.ve to find this year. 

Mr. BoWJ\fAN: Don't you think the C;,m­
tnonwealth has got a :severe struggle al"o ? 

Mr. l<'ORSYTH: Oh, yes; the Con;mon­
wealtb have got a most terrilic struggle. (Go­
vernment laughter.) 'l'hey have not go tone shilling 
of a debt, but every State has debts piled up. 

Mr. RYLAND: They want to take a,ll your 
debts from you. (Laughter.) 

Mr. ::B'ORSYTH: ]'<fr. Fisher Rtates that h<-> 
wiil carry out the Constitution Act to the end 
of the year. How wonrlerfuliy generous ! He 
cannot help himPelf, but he is introducing a Bill 
which means this : That in the second half of the­
financial year we arE> in now, I do not think 
Queemland will get from the Federal Govern­
ment £100,000 for the whole six months. 
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He is going to give us £1 5s. per head all round. 
For the first six months we will get our propor­
tion under the Bradd11n clause, but he will take 
every shilling· he mm so as to only give 
the States £1 5s. per the whole term. 
'This is the generous from whom we 
were promised so 

Mr. FERRICKS : Your own G.rrangement. 

a wise 
States, 
1911, 
Fisher prnp<)Sed. 
had a 
treating 
than Mr. 
heard a great 
Governn1ent propose 
During the elections we 
Macdonald, and Ba.mford 
per head was too much 
just the leader of 
When Fisher 
agreeing to £1 5s. per will he 
the Federal Hansa1·d last year-
he so.id much to give the 
States, would the Common-
wealth. Fisher say now ? He sa,ys 
that £1 5s. is a fa.i' amount to give to 
the States. us come to \Vide Bay, which we 
had heard so much crowing a.bnut. (L,,bonr 
laughter.) In speaking at different meetings 
in Wide Bay, Mr. Fisher said again and again 
that £1 5s. per hea.d wa; a fair amount, and yet, 
when speaking· in the House of Representatives, 
he always said it was far too much. 

Mr. NEVITT : That was for all 
.always advocated it for ten years. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Mr. I<'isher 
not be able to pay £1 5s. per capita 

time: He 

"We will 
on." 

LABOUR MEMBERS: T'hat is quite right, 
Mr. RYLAND: He mentioned £1 7s. for one 

period. 
Hon. R. PHILP: Then why didn't he give it? 

Mr. FORSYTH: Some members said that it 
was too much to give the States £1 5s., becanse it 
would cosl; £3,000,000 defence, and £1,500,000 
for old-age pensions. will that if the 
·Commonwealth Goverument to take 
money from the States the Stat.es eventually 
become insolvent, and then that will bring abont 
unification. I have spoken at lenP,th, and do not 
wish to detain the House any longer, but before>it­
ting clown I wcnldlike to say a word or two about 
a question which seems to perlourb the Labour 
party very much, and that is t.he question of redis­
tribution of sea>s. Is there a1qone in the House 
at the present timB ;:rnme to say that the pro­
posal of the Government is not fa.ir one? Is 
there any member on that side will venture 
to sa.y that the electoral basis on. which om· 
electorates are framed is a good one where you 
have large electorates and smell elect ora· es with 
the same repres0ntatil)n in Parllamf'n t.? ThAy 
cannot say it. "\Ve h'we not had any Redist.ribu­
tion of Seats Bill in P"rliament for twenty.three 
years, a.nd surely it is a f<>ir thing that we should 
have one now. 

Mr. COYNE: Did you 8.dvocate that when you 
were member for Carpentarie. 'I 

Mr. FORSYTH: I am glad the hon. member 
has asked me that, because I can tell him that I 
did so. 

Mr. HAMIW'ON : In the last session ? 

1910-I 

Mr. FORSYTH: No; I advocated it in 
1904, and agBjn in 1906. Anyone can look up 
my speeches and they will see it. In ad vo­
cating a redistribution . of seats .on the basis of 
one vote one value I said -o,nd 1t can be fonnd 
in'Hansarcl-that it would prob",bly that 
I would lose my seat in the House, but was 
prepared advocate it, as it was only a fair 
thing that should be brought abuut. 'I'hat 
shows that wa.s not arguing from a personal 
point of view, because I feit tbat if they joined 
Croydon and Carpentarb together I was done, 
as I would not be able to poll the necessary 
number of votes to enable me to retain n1y seat~ 
I argued that way when I sitting in Oppo-
sition, and I repeat it now I am on th® 
Government side the House, Govern-
ment should bring Bill to makce more 
equito.hle so far as elector>ttes are concerned 
than they are at the present time. 

JI/Ir. COYNE : Define one vote one value. 
Mr. JWRSY'I'H: Surely, i! 

believes in the Federal Elections 
there the idea of one vote 
out in regard to the re:pn'semtotlon 
ment. A is 
represents quota as 
That is the principle adopted 
Act, and it should be adopted 
hon member for Her:bert 
night that the quota in Queensland 
3,600 votes, but I say that the r'""""v-m1r 
Jatecl districts ebould receive 
per cent. one wo.y, and the 
districts a margin of 20 per C{jnt. 
way. That would m>tke " difference of 50 per 
cent. 

Mr. HARIJACRE : :Forty per cent. 
Mr. ]!'ORSYTH : Take the quota at 3,500 

votes. By adding 20 per cent., or 720 votes, ou 
to that number, it would give 4,320 votes, which 
would be the quota for the thickly-populated 
districts, according to the hon. n1embcr for 
Herbert. Take the 20 per cent. off the 3,600, 
it would leave 2,880 votes. The difference 
between the <±,320 and 2,8i>O would therefore be 
50 per cent. and not 40 per as the hon. 
gentleman suggeRts. The mentber for 
Herhert worked out a scheme that the Northern 
clisi ricte, which were far away from Brisbone, 
should be allowed a greater margin than 
the thickly-populated districts in the State, 
but his margin was too high altogether. ·why, 
in New S»uth Wales they only allow a margin 
of 10 per cent. The hon. member for Herbert 
provided that places over 800 miles from Ens­
bane ehould get a margin of one-third. That 
would mean that. Norman by, with 1,500 voter~, 
would only get one·half the ~ercentage that 
was given to the people of Charters Towers 
and 'I'own"ville. W oulcl th o t be a fair distri­
bution? 'I'he hon. member for Herbert raised 
the question of gettillg" deputation quickly to 
get anything for BriRbaroe when pointing out the 
need for more representation for the North. 
Would the hon. member for Herbert that the 
hon. member for Murilla would not prac-
tically the same trouble as the bon. member for 
Leichha.rdt in getting up a deputation? Would 
the hon. me m her argue that the Mu rill a elector­
ate would be trer.ted better than tbe Leichhardt 
e1r~cto! ate, becau...;e one is 500 miles a"\vny 
against the other 200 miles? The Warrego, 
2,410 eleotore, is "JlOut 500 miles from Briabane. 
Would this be more detrimental to the dis­
trict because of the distance away from Brisbane, 
as against, say, Norman by, with 1,589 voters t 
But he knows that the member for Rockhampton, 
or the uwmber for Cha.rters To we", or any other 
member, has just the same voting power in the 
House as the hon. member for Brisbane. There 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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is a huge population in Charters Towers, with 
8,000 electors, and yet the hon. member for 
Herbert would give them a quota of 33! per 
per cent. 'l'hey would be allowed to reduce 
their quota by that much, and yet place.s a~ay 
in the bush would only be allowed one-third JUSt 
the same. Anyone can see at a glance that 
the policy proposed by the hon. member for 
Herbert is utterly absurd and would be most 
unfair. The hon. member for Maranoa, Mr. 
Hunter, said that the hon. member for Her­
bert's scheme was worse than that of the Go­
vernment and he was quite right. I there­
fore hope' that the Government will retain the 
principle of their proposal. I have no desire 
to see remote and small electorates wiped out 
a.ltoget~er. I think. they shm_1ld receive. con­
sideratiOn, and I believe they w11l get considera­
tion under the Hill. So far this session we 
have got on very well. Our friends opposite 
have not been so caustic in their remarks 
as in previous sessions, and I am pleased 
to note that fact. We all desire to help 
the people of Queensland, though we may 
have different ways of doing so. I give 
members of the Opposition credit for being 
sincere in their views, and I hope they will ac­
cord the same credit to members on this side of 
the House. If we only have good seasons, a 
good Government, and good prices for our pro­
ducts, there is no reason why we should not pro­
gress and be the most prosperous State in the 
Commonwealth. There is no get-away from the 
fact that we are having good times. We hope 
that those good times will last, and if we only 
continue a wise policy of close settlement, of 
bringing people here to settle on the land, and of 
building railways to enable them to bring their 
produce to market when they are on the land, 
Queensland must prosper. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. THEODORE (Woothalcata}: I do not 

intend to say very much in this debate, but I 
have a few remarks to offer on the 

[9.30 n.m.] attitude of the Government and 
' the programme submitted in the 

Governor's Speech. Anyone who has carefully 
studied the Governor's Speech will see an inordi­
nate desire on the part of the Government to 
pander to different sections of public clamour. 
It contains promi£es of legislation that are 
calculated to sn,tisfy the democratic section of 
the Government supporters. 

Mr. BowMAN: Have they got any? 
Mr. THEODORE: I believe there is a sec­

tion with democratic ideas-a section who have 
been deluded into givim; their support to the 
Government. Their confidence is no doubt mis­
placed. They have been promised democratic 
legislation by the heter0geneous host who support 
the Government, and I also believe that the hon. 
gentleman who has the doubtful honour of 
leading the Government is pandering to them 
by promising cert.ain legislation which is calcu­
lated to imbue them with further false hopes. 
The Government has also promieed legislation 
which will probably pleaee that section of the 
community who always have an eye to the 
public moral~, a section who think that people 
can be made virtuous by legislation. Certain 
measureR promised in this programme seem to 
me to pander to th~tt particular section who want 
to revert to the conditions of the middle ages, to 
tamper with the social liberties ot the people, and" 
who have been clamouring for a certain brand of 
legislation. I speak of that section of the people 
who hold up their hands in holy horror at any 
slight transgression of the laws of propriety which 
they have set np, and who declare that they 
have a very grave misgiving as to the ultimate 
fate of all free, open-minded, sport-loving 

[Mr. F01'syth. 

members of the community. To my mind 
it is a very reprehensible proceeding on the· 
part of the Government to pander to any 
section of the comrlllmity, or to submit to 
the clamour of any section ; they should he 
actuated by broad-minded motives and act in 
the interest of all the people of Queensland. The 
programme submitted to us seems to be a cun­
ningly dsvisBd scheme to secure for the Govern­
ment that confidence which their legislative 
actions has not been able to inspire. However, 
if the Government are really in earnest in their 
proposals, there is a broad field for legisla­
tive reform before them. There is any amount 
of scope for reform in connection wit.h the 
liquor traffic. I was very pleased to see that 
not long ago the Government extended for a 
few more months the proclamation prohibiting 
the granting of any more licenses on the routes 
of proposed railways. The hon. member 
for Ipswich dealt with this question, and 
I think his remarks were very apposite. 
There have been tremendous abuses of the· 
liquor trade ih Queensland, particularly on 
railway construction works. There have been 
abuses of the licensing system, and sly grog­
selling has been rampant, as is well known to 
anyone who has been in districts where 
railways have been constructed during the 
last few years. I think more could be done· 
than has been done in the direction of putting 
down that illicit traffic, and I believe the 
Government have taken a right step in 
prohibiting the granting of any more licenses. 
in such places, because the licensing benches 
do not appear to be fully alive to their responsi­
bility to th,e men engaged on construction 
works, and they have granted almost every 
license applied for. Personally, I am of opinion, 
that before tbe liquor traffic can be properly 
regulated it wi!l have to be controlled by 
the State. Before any lasting good can 
be done in the direction of removing the 
numerous evils in connection with that traffic, 
it will have to be brought absolutely under 
State control. The experience of Western 
Australia in regard to State hotels is most 
inspiring. The State hotel at Gwalia, which 
was established in 1903, has been very successful 
in proving what may be done by nationalisation. 
During the year ending 30th J unP, 1909, 
the receipts of that hotel, from all sources, 
were £10,181 16s. ld., and the total expen­
diture was £7,714 14s. ld., which left a. 
profit of £2,467 12s. 'rhe total profit for 
six years was £12,196 15s. 6d. That shows 
conclusively what enormous profits are 
being derived from this traffic, and I 
think that profit should be taken from 
private persons and devoted to public uses. 
Better liquor was ab:n sold at this hotel, pure~ 
spirits, and better service is given. The whole 
experiment has been most satisfactory, and 
there is no doubt that when the Labour party 
in 'Western Australia occupy the Treasury 
benches they will extend the idea. They de­
not expect very much from the present occu­
pants of those benches. I would like to see 
this principle carried into effect in Queens­
land, and to see at least some experiments in 
this direction made. As the Government seem 
very anxious to pander to those who advo­
cate interference with the liquor trade, this 
would be the most effective method of deal­
ing with it, Let them experiment in the direc­
tion of nationalising the traffic, and t~ere IS 
a wide, field in which to make the expenment. 
Why not establish State canteens, or State 
hotels, on railway construction works, and let 
pure liquor be dispensed? It would be very 
much better for the navvies, and at the same 
time it would be an expBriment in the direc-
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tion of nationalisation, and of oringing the 
trade under control. In carefully looking over 
the Government programme, I find there are 
practically no proposals that are likely to assist 
in the further development of the mining in­
dustry. The present Government seem to 
have O\'erlooked the mining industry during 
the last few years, and to have overlooked 
the necessity for doing something for it. As 
was mentioned by the' hon. member for 
Townsville, the industry is in a languishing 
conditiOn. It is a gneat industry, and one that 
has come to the rescue of Queensland many 
times, yet it occupies the position of the Cin­
derella of our industries. If properly encour­
aged, it would again take a foremost place 
among the industries of the State. I believe 
the Government •should assist the industry by 
the JUdlCIOUs expenditure of money in the 
establishment of Stak batteries, smeJters, 
and so forth. 'rhey do not seem to recognise 
the value of these concerns. The Mines De­
partment is most out of date in this con­
nection. The 'N estern Australian Government 
have had a most happy experience in the in­
auguration of State batteries and cyanide 
p]a.nts. During the last few years they have 
gone in largely for the, establishment of these 
plants. At present they have twenty-two 
working, and working on a thoroughly com­
mercial basis. Vie do not a,sk the Government 
to e~tablish batteries merely to assist the pros­
pector and miner to crush his ore at the ex­
pense of the general taxpayer. We want to 
see the matter placed upon a bu-siness footing. 
If the Government we<re enterprising enough 
to establish State bo,tteries in places where 
there are no means of crushing stone----and 
there are any number of such places on our 
mineml fie1ds-they could: crush considerably 
cheaper than private enterprise, and they 
would help to develop the industry, and would 
lose nothing through the experiment. I think 
this proposition is the solution of the difficul­
tie• that now face Queensland in regard to this 
languishing industry. I could quote a few 
instances that would serve as illustrations in 
support of this argument. 'The Chillagoe 
Company, a few years ago, went into a dis­
trict that was very backward in every way 
from an industrial point of view. H was 
pradically undeveloped. The Chillagoe Com­
pany had to face all sorts of difficulties. It went 
into it with a certain amount of individual enter­
prise, and after nine or ten years' operations 
it finds itself in a very fine position. It cer­
tainly has not paid dividends, but during all 
the ti:r;ne it has been increasing the value of 
its assets, until now the shareholders find 
themselves in a fairly good position. They 
have lost nothin,,· by their enterprise, and 
they have assisted in the developm<mt of the 
whole district. There are districts similar 
to the Chillagoe district that are yet 
undeveloped. If the Government would follow 
the example of the Chillagoe Company, 
and go into these districts, build railways, and 
establish reduction· works and batteries. or 
other necessary plants, to treat the various 
complex ores, they would develop the districts 
and encourage the industry without placing 
any extra burdens upon the taxpayers. The 
Government could a.lso help to revive the in­
dustry by subsidising· prospectors. The1y do v_ery 
little in that direction now. They certamly 
place a small sum on the Estimates each year 
to assist prospecting-. Last year it amounted 
to only £2,000. Western Australia, with a 
very much smaller population, and with very 
insignificant resources compared with Queens­
land, have found it very beneficial to place 

larger sums upon their Estimates for this 
purpose. In 1908-the last year for w hick 
figures are available-they spent £15,000 in 
this direction, and the results have been very 
good. They subsidise prospectors and miners 
who are doing development work, and they 
find the money· returns to the Treasury 
through other channels. 'Yhey lose very little 
by doing this. I am of opinion that the 
present Government of Queensland are treat­
ing ,the mining i~1dustry in _a most niggardly 
fashwn, and evidently qmte intentionally. 
Evidently they know exactly the state of 
affairs, and they do not feel disposed to en­
oourage the industry. I do not know whether 
1t is because their ideas are out of date or 
whether they are at a loss to find some satis­
factory scheme of encouragement for the in­
dustry or what is their motive, but there is n.o 
doubt th~t the_y are neglecting the industry. 
I notwe m their programme a Mines Regula­
tion Bill. Let us hope that at the end of the 
session that Bill will not be amono· the 
"slaughtered innocents." It is a Bill for 
whwh an_ urg_ent necessity is felt. We require 
some, legmlatwn better to regulate the condi­
tions under which men work in and about 
mines, on the 'Surface as well as underground. 
Tl_Iere are any number of mine managers and 
mme owners, who, while humanitarian enough 
on general principles, seem to be actuated by 
a desire to get as much profit from their mines 
as possible, ~d while doing ~hat do not give 
proper atten cion to safeguardmg the lives and 
health of the me_n who are employed by them. 
There are certamly a large numbBr of evils 
connected with mining. There are dangers to 
he undergone by. the, miner, and there are 
unhealth:y occupatiOns connected with mining, 
and I thmk that the burden of providing for 
thoS€1 men who suffer in consequence of these 
contingencies should be placed upon the in­
dustry. The mine?~ner should be compelled 
to make such prov1s1on as IS necessary to pro­
tect the lives and the health of the men who 
are working at the min€s. I think it is 
urgently necessary that we should have a Bill 
providing for that, and I hope when thB Mines 
Regulation Bill is introduced it will contain 
the provisions of which I have spoken. I hope 
it will also contain some provision in regard 
to the better inspection of mines-in regard 
to the appointment of inspectors and in re­
gard to their duties. I hope the Minister 
will permit the mining members to suggest 
that mining inspectors should be elected by 
ihB men. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. THEODORE: The' Minister in charge 

of the measure could, of course, make certain 
provision as to the necessary qualifications for 
,inspectors, but I think the miners should have 
the opportunity of electing them, and they 
should be made responsible to the men for the 
proper carrying out of their duties, seeing that 
so much depends upon the inspector in regard 
to safeguarding the lives and limbs of the men 
who have to work underground. I also think 
more inspectors should be appointed. At 
present there are v€ry few inspectors indeed, 
considering the large ~ea of country they 
have to go over. The 1!1spectors have very 
multifarious duties at present. I think the 
duties could be curtailed. They should have 
nothing to do but look after the state of 
affairs underground in the mines and on the 
surface-watching the interests of the men. 
These should be the main duties of the in­
spectors of mines. We have merely to look 
through the recent report of the Under Secre­
tary for Mines to be struck with the appalling 

Mr. Theodore.] 



116 Adriress in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Addres.~ ~n Reply. 

\oss of life, and in some districts the percent­
age is fearfully high. In one district the per­
l)entage of fatal accidents was 1 per cent. of 
the number of miners employed in the district. 
The work of miners is very- arduous and ex­
tremely dangerous, and I · think every con­
sideration should be given to this matter. I 
notice in the Government programme some 
reference to water mpply-a Water Supply 
Bill. I think it is necessary that we should 
have some measure such as that. I recognise 
the great injury that has been caused by the 
pollution and by the diminution of the water 
supply, and I think the Government should 
make some provision for public control. I 
think the Government is to- be complimented 
on securing the services of such a notable 
water expert and engineer as Mr. Elfwood 
Mead, and I hope when they are framing 
~heir water supply legislation they wil:l carry 
mto effect the• numerous recommendations he 
has made. He sounds a note of warning 
against the squandering of artesian water. I 
think that is an evil that was not recognised 
by many people before. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It was 
®.ealt with by a Bill passed in this Chamber 
ten years ago, and thrown out in another 

.I p,ace. 
Mr. LENNON: Some people regarded the 

5upply as inexhaustible. 
Mr. THEODOR.E: Yes; and some people 

still regard the supply as inexhaustible, and 
until Mr. Ellwood Mead sounded this note of 
warning ve>ry few--

The TREASURER: The Hydraulic Engineer 
l&"a,ve a note of warning in 1901. 

Mr. THEODOR.E: How many people 
gave credence to that warning? The squatters 
in the Western country ridiculed the idea, 
and I think the Government should recognise 
their responsibility and endeavour to control 
the water supply. If the suggestion of Mr. 
Ell wood Mead were adopted, and the Govern­
ment took full control of all water supplies, 
both surface and underground, it would be 
to the interest of the people of Queensland, 
and the people of the Western country par­
ticularly; and I also think, when they are 
dealing with the subject, the Government 
should adopt the suggestion that no perpetual 
rights should be given to any individual. 
They should limit the rights and not ,-ive 
any perpetual lease to any board or person 
wha~ever. I think Mr. Ellwood Mead's sug­
gestwns are very much to the point and 
should be worthy of consideration. I should 
like to see them become law. No ril)"hts of 
water sh•;mld be recognised but the rtght of 
use. Wtth regard to the redistribution 
scheme, while I recognise and admit that there 
are anomalies, as pointed out by the hon. ' 
members opposite-particularly the hon. 
member who has jmt resumed his seat-I do 
not admit that the anomalies are so great as 
those hon. members wish to make out. If we 
take into consideration the circumstances 
operating in the different electorates and the 
fact that the electorates which have the 
smallest number of electors enrolled are the 
electorat~s which are most distant from the 
metropolis, and are electorates comprising 
large areas of country, then we must recog­
nise that t!:te disparity is not so great. When 
we recogmse that those electorates that have 
about 1,000 electors are very many miles­
hundreds. of miles in some instances-from the 
metropohs, and that those electorates which 
have a large number of voters are within the 
metropolis, then the disparity does not seem 

[Mr. Theodore. 

so great. There are greater anomalies in 
our electoral law calling for more urgent 
attention than the anomalies pointed out by 
hon. members opposite. If hon. members on 
the other side are so anxious for reform. in 
this matter, why do they not advocate the 
abolition of the Legislative Council? If they 
are anxious to secure the better representa­
tion of the people in Parliament, why don't 
they abolish the Legislative Council, as they 
do not represent the people at all? One is 
struck with,the fact that for- twenty-three years 
-since we have had a redistribution of seats 
~-there has been so little disparity between 
the electorate having the smallest number of 
voters and the electorate having the largest 
number. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It is 
only in recent years that we got one adult one 
vote. Therefore the greater need for reform. 

Mr. THEODORE : When we realise also that 
the electorates having the smallest number of 
electors are likely to be influenced by the in­

creasing population and are likely 
[10 p.m.] to be in the ascendant, there does 

not seem to be much urgent necessity 
for reform in the matter. A good deal hao< been 
said in this Chamber in reference to one vote one 
value. Hon. members on the other side seem to 
have become imbued with that great principle, 
though f'?r many years they seemed to ignore it. 
I would h!re them to define exactly what one vote 
one valuers. Take the case of an elector in an elec­
torate in fa,r Northern or far Western Queensland 
-would his vote have exactly the same value as the 
vot,e of an electorin the metropolis? If there were 
3,000 electors in the far N•.>rtbern or far Western 
electorate and 3,000 electors in the metropolitan 
e!ectorate, would the votes given in the respec­
tive electorates have ex•ctly the same value 1 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Yes. 

Mr. THEODORE: I ml<intain there is 
difference. I maintain that the electors at 
don, where there are only 800 or 900 on the 
are not &.ny better represPnted--altogether 
from the virtnes and qualities of tbe b"on. 
representing them-thnn the electors of a 
politan electorate witb 3,000 on the roll. 
should they--

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Y ott are 
an accommodatmg democrat. 

Mr. THEODORE: I tbink my argument can 
be home out logically. I think many hon. mem­
pers will coincide with me in the belief that the 
mterests of the p;ople of the metropolis would be 
v:ell !ooked after 1f they had no direct representa­
tiOn m thls Chamber at all; and if you admit that, 
surely when t.hetr votes go towards the election of 
a dozen nr me m hers their interest mnst 
be very much cared for. 

The SECRB'rARY POR PUBLIC LANDS There 
are more than material interests to con-
sidered. 

Mr. THEODORE : The social and 
interests of the electors are the main ~onsJrlA~.o.­
tion in getting repre~entation. If it were not 
to look after the social, industria.1 p<>litical and 
other inter<"sts affect,ing their li~·es and 'their 
me~ns of living, they would n?t require represen­
tatwn at all. Therefore, I thmk th"t in frnminoo 
this law to provide for the better representatio; 
of the p<'ople of Queensland, g-re11t consideration 
should be given to area and to distance from the 
metropoli~. 

Th~ SECRErARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : It is­
there is a m~rgin. 

Mr. ~HEODORE :. It is. only 50 per cent., 
and~ thmk better cnnstderatwn than that should 
be g1 ven.. If an electorate comprises a very large 
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area, it is almost sure to embrace various indus­
tries of such a nature that no one ma.n can be 
fully acquainted with the want• of each. In the 
case of my own electorate, the electorate of 
Woothakata, which is no1J so very great in com­
parison with soma other electorates, we have 
an electorate containing about 17,000 square 
miles, and embracing portions of the su~ar 
industry, the timber industry, the agricultural 
industry, and the mining industry. I main­
tain that no one ma.n can represent those 
divers industries in the way they should be 
represented. There are a large number of electors 
on the \Voothakata roll, and if there is to be 
redistribution, no doubt there will be a new seat 
createil somewhere in that locality. I think the 
area of country should be takAn into considera­
tion to a greater extent than 50 per cent. when 
fixing the 'luota. I think also that the com­
missioners shoulil be instructed to see that 
the quc,ta for the far \Vestern and far Northern 
electorates should be as low as 1,500, and the 
quota in the metropolitan electorates as high 
as 4,000; and consideration should be given to 
the distance from other cities as well as from 
the metropolis-the distance from Townsville 
and the distance from Rockhampton. ' 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. TOLMIE (Drayton and Toowoomba): I 

beg to move the adjournment of the debate. 
Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at six minutes past 10 
o'clock. 
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