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Papers. [13 JULY.] Questions. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

WEDNESDAY, 13 JULY, UllO. 

The DEPU1'Y SPEAKER (vV. D. Armstrong, 
Esq., Lockyer) took the chair at half-past 3 
,o'clock. 

PAPERS. 
'fhe f,Jlowing papers, laid on the tablf', were 

Drdered to be printed :-
Report upon the Government life insurance 

and annuity busine~s for the year J909. 
Regnlation und•r the Navigation Act of 

1876. 
Report on the control, conservation, and use 

of the water resourcfs ot Queensland, 
by El wood Mead, Dr.,Eng., ttc. 

QUESTIONS. 
Y ARRABAH MISSION STATION. 

Mr. MANN (Cairns) asked the Home Secre­
tary-

Is it the intention of the Government to make further 
inquiry into the working of the Yarrabah Mission 
Station, to confirm or otherwise the ruport made by 
Police Magistrate Grant, of Cairns P 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, Albet·t) rep'ied-

The inquiry is not yet finally closed. 

GovERNOR's RERIDENCE, FERNB~RG. 

Mr. NEVITT ( Ca>·pentaria) asked the Secre­
tary for "Pnhlic Work<-

1. What is the length of the lease of Fernberg) the 
present Govern"r's. residence? 

2. Wh':~t i~ the cost ofimprovem~nt~ up to date?· 
3. Who are the owners of the property ? 
4. Will the improvements revert to the owners aftel,' 

the expiration of the lease? 

The RECRI<~TARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. W. H. Barne•, Bulirnba) replied-

1. ihree years. 
2. £2,813 1•. 3d. 
3. Adelaide Lonisa Palmar. 
4. N), 

ALIENS IN SuGAR l<'ACTORIES. 

Mr. FERRICKS (Bo~oen) asked the Chie.f 
Secretary-

Is it the intention of the Government to introduce 
legi.sbtion this session for the prevention of the­
employment of aliens in sugar factories? 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Kidston, Rook­
harnpton) replied-

Not this session. 

MOTOR CAR FOR USE 0]' GOYEHNOB. 

Mr. MAY (Flinde,·s) asked the Chief Secn;­
tary-

l. IIas one of the Government motor-cars been made­
entirely over for the use of His Excellency the Gover­
nor? 

2. Is not the use of the Government m'ltor-ca.r equi­
valent to HU increase in the emoluml~nts attachin~ to 
the office of Administrator of the Government of the 
State? 

3. If so, upon whose authority was the increased 
emolument sanctioned? 

The PREMIER replied-
! think hon. members will agree with me that it 

would be more in keeping with that respect we feel for 
His ~Iajesty's representative, and with the dignity ot, 
this House, if such matters of detail relating to th6 
Governor's establishment were raised and dis,·u-sed in 
proper form, when the Estimates for Government 
House were under con-=-ideration. 

Mr. MuaPHY : I suppose you will gag them 
through then, like you did the Pore Alm• 
R;:~i!way. 

ALLEGED SALE 0]' HOMES OF PERSO~S 
RECEIVING lNDIGE!\CE ALLOWANCE. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER (Maranva) asked the 
Home Secretary-

!. How many homes of widow.{ and orphans and 
others receiving indigent allowances has he ,ordt:red to 
be sold? 

2. Without giving names of the unfortutiate 
'recipientsJ Will .he inform this House what are the 
respective amounts paid to each? 

The HOME SECRETARY replied-
1. None. 
2, See above. 
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ADVANCES Ul>'DER THE WORKERS' DWELLINGS 
ACT OF 190H. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER asked the Secretary for 
Public Works-

1. The number of f!:pplications received for advances 
under the Workers' Dwellings Act of 1909? 

2. The name8 of places fron1 which received, and 
number from each respectively? 

3. The number of advance8 granted? 
4. The total snm applied fJr P 
5. The total granted? 

'l'be TREASURER (Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn, 
Enor;rtem) rep1ied-

1. Fiftr~eight. 
2. Brlsba11e- Bowen Hills, 1 ; Bulimb:t, l ; Clay­

field, 3; Ooo'paroo, 2; Eagle Jnnction, 2; Fagt Bris­
b me, 2; Hamilton, 1 ; Kangaroo Point, 1 ; Lutwyche, 
1; ~'!ornings.ide, I; l!oorooka, 1 ; New Farm, 2; Nun­
dah, 2; Red Hill, 1 ; South Brisbane, 2; Taringa, 4; 
Toowong, 1; 'forwood, 1; Wil~ton. 3; Windsor, 1 ; 
Woolloongabba, 3; Wooloowin. 2. B•JOYal, 1; Cairns1 

4!~ Inglewood. 2; L'lngreach, 1 ; Mackay. 1; l\Iount 
~Iorgau, 1; Rockhampton, 2; Rilkstone, 1; Sunnyside, 
1 ; Tingalpa, 1 ; Toowoomha, 1 ; 'I'ownsviJe, I ; Wal­
loon, l; \'Vynnum, 1 ; Yeppoon, l. 

3. Forty-r-ight. 
4. £13 !14. (!ncludes ten applications for £2,460 

not yet considered by the board.) 
5. £10,459. 

INCREASE On' INDIGENCE ALLOWANOID. 
Mr. MULLAN (Charters Towers) asked the 

Home Se<:retary-
Is it the intention of the Government to increase the 

indigent allowance during the current financial year? 

The HOME SJWRETARY replied­
No. 

ADDI1'IONAI, ~IAIL TRAIN ON CE~TRAL 
RAILWAY. 

Mr. RY AN Rsked the Srcretary for Rttil­
ways-

1. Ts it the intention of the Railway Department to 
run an additional mail train weekly from Rockhampton, 
on the Central Railway? 

2. If so, when is such S'"'vice likely to be started? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied-

l. Yes. 
2. In a few weeks at most. 

DAYS OF SITTING. 
On the motion of the PRB:\>Hl<JR, it was for­

mally resolved-
That, unless otherwise ordered, the House will meet 

for the tlespatch of business at 3 o'clock p.m. on Tues­
day, Wednesda.y, and 1'hursday in each week. and 
that on Tuesday and Wednesday, and after 7 o'clock 
p.m. on Thursday, Government business do take pre-

, cedence of all other l:rusine~s. 

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE. 
On the motion of the PREMIER, it was form­

ally resolved-
That the Standing Orders Committee for the present 

session consist of the following m em hers :-The Speaker, 
the Chairman of Committees, Mr. If.rdacre, )Ir. Grant, 
Mr. :lfaughan, l\1r. Macartney, Mr. Lesina, Mr. To!mie, 
and the mover, with leave to sit during any adjourn­
ment, and authority to confer upon subjects of mutual 
concernment with any committee appointed for similar 
purposes by the Legislative Council. 

WAGES BOARDS ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

INITIATION. 
On the motion of the SBCREl'ARY FOR 

PUBLIC WORKS, it was formally res.,lved-
That the House will, at its next sitting. resolve itself 

into a Committee of the Whole to consider of the 
desirableness of· introducing a Bill to amend the 
Wages BoarJs Act of 1908. 

MfNES REGULATION BILL. 
INITIATION. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
MINES (Hon. J. G. Appel, Albert), it was 
formally resolved-

That the House will, at its next sitting,'resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole tn consider ol the 
de!'<irableness of introducing a Bill to. make better pro* 
vision for the regulation nnd insrection of mines. 

BIBLE I~ STATE SCHOOLS REFER. 
ENDU:VL 

On them,Jtion of Mr. MAUGHAN (Ips~uich), 
it was formally resolved- . 

That theTe be laid on the table of the IIot'"e a return 
giTing details SlJ,2Wing the votes polled in the respective 
electoratrs in ~onnection with the recent Bible in 
State ~SChools rtferendnm. 

DEATH OF KING EDW AllD VII., AND 
ACCESSION 0}1' KING GEORGB V. 

The PREMIER, whn was received with cheers, 
said: Mr. Deputy Speake",-Hon. members will 
agree with me th·1t we should make it our first 
du'y on the 1eassembling- nf tbis House to ext~ress 
our sorrow and regret at the deat h<'f om late King, 
to exp"e>s onr svmpathy with tbe widowed Q•reen 
Mother, and to convey to his present Maje,ty 
King Georg-e the assuranc8s of our J.,yalty and 
devotion. (Heor, hear !) I think that it will 
seem less f,rmal and more in unison with the 
simplB sincerity of onr feelings nn this snhject to 
combine th S3 three m~tters in one motion. I 
therefore beg- to move-

1. That we desire to expre's to His ~fajesty 1he King 
our heartfelt s.nnpR.thy in hi-1 sorrow for the ae·:~.th of 
our late belovF>d Sovereign H1s Majesty's father, whose 
loss we sincerely lli0 1lrn ; to send a. message of condol­
ence to Het' )Jajesty the widowed Queen Mother, whom 
we will ever regard \Yith the deepest reverence and 
affection i to congtatnlate His ~1ajesty King George the 
Fifth on hi8 nccession, 11nd to assure him of our 
unalterable loyalty to hi:; Throne and Person. 

2. That this resolution be presented by lfr. Speaker 
in an addre!'S to His Excellency the Governor. request­
ing tl.at the same be t-ransmitted to the Secretary of 
State for presentation to His Majesty the King, 
Seldom, if ever, and eertainly never in our own 
day, has the death of any man, whatever his 
rank, evoked so general, so widespread, and so 
sincere a sorrow throughout the world as did 
the death of our late King. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS; Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: Every civilised country 

felt the shock of the sudden news, and rulers 
and people, in sad accord, felt that the world 
was the poorer for his loss. 

HONOURABLE MEJ>fBERS: Hear, hear ! 
'The PREMIER: Throughout the great 

Empire over which he ruled, and of which it 
is our privilege to form a part, there was, as 
was. natura.!, a still deeper sense of regret-a 
feeling of great national loss, that be<Jame 
almost personal in the intensity of the con· 
sciousness that a great and beneficent influence, 
operating for the welfare of our people and 
the safety of our Empire, had been removed. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: It was not only that Ed· 

ward the King was dead, but Edward the 
Statesman was dead-Edward the Peac·emaker. 
(Hear, hear!) Edwarcl, the man of broad and 
kindly human sympathies-

" The kindest man that ever wore a crown.'' 
HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: One whose goodness of 

heart and simple ainc·erity of char-acter en· 
deared him to an those whose privilege 
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it was to come into personal contact with 
him. Since his death, we have had the 
testimony of men of all classes of society, and 
we now know that the secret of his great 
influence was personal to himself, and lay in 
the ·simple kindly sincerity of his character. 
(Hear, bear!) Edward has agam shown us 
what we can never be shovm too often, that 

"Kind hearts aTe more tban coronets" 
-that even in his exalted station the rank was 
but the stamp of the guinea, and that the man 
himself was the gold. 

HoNOURABLE ME~iBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: He was a King, he was an 

English country gentleman, he was a lover of 
music and the fine arts, he was a genuin€1lover 
of all forms of sport, he took a keen and active 
interest in the condition of the poor, and in 
all that tended to the betterment of the con­
dition of his people; and all these many-:sided 
phases of his character were made one har­
monious whole by his broad sympathies and 
kindly simple nature. (H€ar, hear l) As & 

c·onstitutional King, Edward VII. has-
,; wrought his people lasting good." 

It may be said. with much truth, that 
Edward was but the second Sovereign of 
Britain who with loyalty and sinoority 
acc€pted the position of a constitutional 
Sovereign, and with unvarying care re­
spected the limitations of such a position. 
During his reign there was never a word, 
there was never even a hint of friction, or 
that His Majesty ever felt any sense of limi­
tation in the discharge of his high duties. 
Indeed, it would not be too much to say that 
he ha>l, given the world a truer and better idea 
of the position of a constitutional King, and 
that he has shown how pow€Tful and far-reach­
ing may be the influence of such a Sovereign. 
It is a matter of common knowl€dg€ that more 
than once his tact and sagacious statesman­
ship smoothed the way for the settlement of 
international difficulties. Indeed, it is this 
very thing which earned him the honourable 
name of Edward the Peacemaker. (Hear, 
hear!) Yet he always managed to exercise his 
influence without any st.retching of hie 
authority as a constitutional Sov€rBign, and 
without any friction with his Ministers. In­
deed, as I 'have said, he gave the world new 
ideas of how great and .far-reaching the in­
flu€nce of a strictly constitutional Sovereign 
may be. And it is not our own country alone 
that will benefit by the lesson, for it is not 
too much to say that the combined reigns of 
Victoria and Edward VII. have confirmed and 
established the principle of ·constitutional 
monarchy, and that the beneficent influence of 
those two great examples will be felt far 
beyond the bounds of our Empire. It is un­
doubtedly true that the life and example of 
Edward VII. wili tend to strengthen and 
popularise constitutional monarchy, that he-

H lJeft his throne. nnsl.aken st.U!. 
Broad-based upon the people's will." 

(Hear, he·ar !) It. is also fitting that W€ should 
take this occasion to €xpress our sympathy 
with the bereaved Qncen Mother, who has 
held so long and· so cleservBdly a first plac€ 
in the· esteem and affection of the British 
people. (Hear, hear 1) I rem€mbBr that 
March day, some forty-seven years ago, when 
she landed in Endand, the-

" Sea. King's daughter fr0m ovf'r the E~e::t." 
I can rememb€r the €nthusiasm with whieh 
she was welcomed, and ho>v the f!reat heart of 
the nation warmed to her at once. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: It is a long tim" since 
then, and in those years Her Majesty has s€en 
and has felt many changes. Then she was the 
youthful and joyous 

u bride of the heir of the Kings of the :-ea." 
To-clay she &it~ aged and sorrowful, tlie 
widowed Queen Mother. But in all the 
years and amidst a11 the changes, one 
thing has remained unchanged, and that 
is the constant €ste€m and affection with 
which she is and has always b€>en regarded 
by the British people. (Hear, hear!) Ev.en 
in this outlying portion of our great Emp1re 
we share in her sorrow, and join our brethren 
in the old land in their eocpressions of affec­
tionate respect for Alexandra. In addition to 
sending our condolences to the King· and to 
the Que·en Mother, 'it is our desire to' congratu­
late King George V. on his accession to the 
throne. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hea.r! · 
The PREMIE,R: He takes upon himsel£ the 

h€avy but ennobling toil and the burden of 
€mpire, and1 he com€•s to the task with many 
advantages. He is better acquainted, by means 
of travel and personal observation, with the 
circumstances a.nd requiremBnts of the var!ous 
parts of his wide domam than any previous 
Sovereign has be·en, and he cannot fa.il to have 
gained by the example, by the teaching, and 
by the close association that has existed 
between his father and himself, and we hope 
and believe that he will wear worthily the 
mantle of his illustrious father. 'We d€sire to 
express our loyafty and devotion to the Throne 
and Person of our new Sovereign, and trust 
that his reign may be long and glorious. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr BOWMAN (F'ortitucle Valley), who wa~ 
received with "Hear, hears!" said: I desire to 
second the resolution that has been moved by 
the Chief Secretary to-day, and regret that an 
event has taken place which makes it neces­
sary for such a resolution to be passed. (Hear, 
hear !) As a monarch, I think King Edwarcl 
was regarded as one of the best and moot 
popular who has ever sat on the British 
Throne. He has been looked upon as a peace­
maker, and I do not think without some 
justification. (Hear, hear!) When we have 
one in Lhat position who is prepared to estab­
lish peace between nations, it is regrettable 
that a life such as his should be cut off. 1 
also sympathise with those who are left to 
mourn th£> loss-that is, the Queen Mother 
and the other relatives of the late King. He 
was a man who was esteemed by all classes 
of society. and those of us who are British 

subjects feel that, whether it .be 
r4 p.m.] King or whether it be peasant, 
" · there is a sorrow that goes out at 

a time when loved ones are taken from the 
bosom of their families. 

HoNOURABLB :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BOWMAN: And I only hope, Mr. 

Spealmr, that the new King who ascends the 
Throne will follow the example of his father. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BOWMAN: I hope that he may use 

the same influence for the peace of the world 
that his father did, and, if he does that, I am 
sure that he also will be looked upon not only 
by British speaking people, but by the world 
over, as a man who is striving to be at peace 
with all nations. 

Ho'NotrRABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BOWMAN: All that I can say in con­

clusion is that I heartily second the resolution. 
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f do it in sorrow, because I believe that we 
have lost the head of our Empire, a man who 
was esteemed and loved by all who knew him 
and thosE' of us who have read of him, and 
may those who are left to mourn for him find 
a solace during the sorrowing time that they 
are undergomg at present. I think that those 
of us who have undergon0 sorrow at any time 
can feel for those who are deprived of their 
loved ones. 

HONOT!RABLE ME:VIBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BOWMAN: I second the resolution 

t~hat has been so ably moved by the Chief 
1lecretary. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
l\Ir. ::\fANN (Cairns): I called '"Not 

formal "' to this motion. not because I dis­
agreed with it, but because I think that the 
vvo1:ding of it is very incongruous. Firstly, we 
de"re to express to His Majesty the 'ICing 
our hearifdt sympathy and sorrow over the 
death of the late Sowreign, and later on we 
C?ngratula te the new monarch on his acces­
siOn to the Throne--an accession which was 
only obtained through the death of his 
father, the late King. I think it would have 
been much better if two messages had been 
sent. However, that is for the Government 
themselves to decide. I rose to say that I 
hav.e every sympathy with those who express 
t~_e.rr sorrow at the death of His Majesty 
Krn g- Ed,yard VII. because I believe that, as 
well as bemg a good monarch, he was a humane 
n1an. 

HoNOURABLE ME~fBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. :MANN: His late Majesty had a touch 
o~ human sympathy about him that endeared 
hrm to all classes. Like the Premier, I believe 
that the regret •woked bv his death was 
general. There is only one· other man in my 
memory whose death evoked as great an 
amount of regret as the late King, and that 
was the late W. E. Gladstone. I believe that 
the whole civilised world mourned his loss. 

Mr. O'SUI,LII'AN: Hear, hear! 

.. Mr. MAN_N: ! would have much preferred 
1 [ the Premier, m stead of reading a carefully 
prep>tred speech, had got up_ and spoken as he 
can do, and from J,he fullness of his heart 
uttered a few simple words to be conveyed to 
the Widowed Queen Mother from Parliament 
repre~enting_ the people of Queensland, ex­
pressmg therr regret a.t the death of the late 
King. vVe would convey our sympathy at the 
bereavement of the Queen Mother and show 
that we feel the sorrow that is universally felt 
among the English speaking people that a 
man who has made his mark as a King and a 
statesman has pass9d away. I think it ·would 
be well to send a separate message to King 
Georgc V., congratulating him on his acces­
sion to the throne, arid a further message 
condoling with him on the death of his father. 
What I wish to say before sitting down is 
this: 'I'hat I trust that our message will be 
duly forwarded, and that the reply will be 
duly conveyed to this House. On a former 
occasion we sent a message through the Go­
vernor to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, and no reply was received by this 
Parliament at all. Whether we should blame 
the Governor, the Secretary of State, or the 
Premier for that, I do not know, but I hope 
and trust that on this occasion when a reply 
is received that we will be made acquainted 
with it, and not, as happened in 1908, when 
we sent a certain message through the then 
Governor, Lord Chelmsford, that we should 

bP ignored, and no reply received, or if it is 
received that it should be kept back by the 
Premier. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would sug­
g<'st to the members of the House that this 
resolution might be passed with the members 
standing. 

The members then rose, and the question 
was put and passed in silence. 

,JOINT COMMITTEES. 
MESSAGE FR0..\1 THE COUNCIL. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER announced the 
receipt of a message from the Council intimat­
ing that the President, Mr. Norton, and Mr. 
Smith had been appointed members of the 
Joint Library Committee; the President, Mr. 
J\Jurphy, and Mr. Fahey members of the Joint 
Committee for the Management of the Parlia­
mentary Refreshment-rooms; and the Presi­
dent, Mr. Hall, and Mr. Cowlishaw members 
of the Joint Committee for the Management 
and Superintendence of the Parliamentary 
Buildings; and requesting that the Assembly 
nominate a like number with a view to give 
effect to the 8th Joint Standing Order. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was re­
solved that the message be taken into con­
sideration to-morrow. 

ACTING CHAIRi\IAN OF COMMITTEES. 
The PRKMIER: I th:nk I may say, in rising 

to move the motion standing in my name, 
how sincerely I regeei·, as I am sure all mem­
hrers of this House do, the sudden illness that 
hai' overtaken Mr. Speaker, and which makes 
this motion necessary. I trust, as I think 
most hon. members do, that he will quickly 
get over his illness and soon be back in his 
place amongst us. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
'fhe PREMIER: 1 therefore move-
That l\fr. K. ~1. Grant do act as Clut'irman of Com­

mittees ~o long ·as tl1e Chairman shall b" acting as 
Deputy Speaker, and :::.ball, in the absence of the 
~veaker and of the Ctutirrnan or Committees, or when 
eal!ed on bv the Speaker or Deputy Speaker ~o to do, 
take the chair ail Deputy SpeHker. 
I do not think that any words of mine are 
necessary to commend Mr. Grant to the 
House. 

Mr. J\JURPHY: Do ycu think he is compe· 
tent? 

Th0 PREi\IIER: }[embers of the House 
know }'Jr. Grant quite well. They have se-en 
Mr. Grant in the position of Chairman, and 
they know that he makes a fair and impartial 
Chairman. I thi11k that hon. member,; will 
admit tlui.t }!r. Graut is likely to carry out 
his duties as Cha'rman we'! and faithfully. 

GoVERNMENT ::\fEMBERR: Hear, hear! 

M.r. J\IAUGHAN (Ips1cich): I beg to moye 
tha.t the question be amended by the om:ssion 
of the words "K. M. Grant " with the view 
of insertin)); in their place the wards "H. F. 
Hardacre." 

OPPOSITION :UE-;JBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. MAUGHAN: I should like to say that, 

whatevN our political opinions may be, we 
can, I think, all regret that any officer of this 
House· has l:een temporarily removed by 
reason of sickness. (Hear, hear!) And I 
think we can all join with the Premier in ex­
pressing the hope that the Speaker of this 
House will soon recover from his somewhat 
serious illness. Now, the machinery of Parlia. 
ment has to be carried on, and as a certain 
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vacancy has occurred, hon. members on this 
side of the House claim the right, in common 
with e·very other party, to make a nomina· 
-tion to fill that vacancy. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: !fear, hear! 
Mr. MAUGHAN: I have great pleasure 

Hwrefore in moving that the name of Mr. 
Hardacre be substituted for Mr. Grant. It is 
a pleasing duty to me to do that, as _one of 
the older members of the House, as m :Mr. 
Hardacre we would have a Chairman of ripe 
experience, and a man who has been a very 
close student of parliamentary practice, a.ncl 
of the Standing Orders generally. I am quite 
sure that nobody questions his impartiality 
whenever he was called upon to take up the 
temporary duty in one of the most honourable 
positions there is in this· House for an hon. 
member to occupy. For these reasons, and 
without making a long spe.ech, I put forward 
Mr. Ibrdacre's nomination and .I appeal to 
both sides of thB House. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: HBar, hBar! 
Mr. MAUGHAN: I remember some time 

ago, when Mr. Hardacre's name was men­
tioned, that more than one hon. member on 
the other side of the House seemed very 
pleased with the idea, and promised to give 
their support to that hon. gentleman's nomina­
tion should it ever be submitted. My duty is 
therefore a pleasureable one, and I beg to 
move the amendment accordingly. 

Mr. COYNE. (Warrego): I desirB to second 
the amendment moved by the hon. member 
for Ipswich. I have very much pleasure in 
doing so. I think it is a regrettable thing·, 
when~ a Government have got a foliowing be­
hind them such as the present one, that in 'l. 
matte·r of this sort, which should be the gift 
of the whole House they should select a man 
from thear own pa.rty to fill the position and 
make it a party question. 

The PREMIER: Is it not right for the Go­
vernment to do it just the same as the· Opncsi-
tion? · 

Mr. COYNE: I think that in a matter of 
this sort it should he left to the good judg­
ment of the Houoo to say who is the best man 
to be placed in this position. 

Mr. FORSn'H: \Ve are· going to leave that to 
the good sense of the House now. 

Mr. COYNE: The hon. member for Moret(Jn 
.says we a.re leaving it to the good sE>nse of 
the• .House now. \Vhy, everyone knows that 
this thing was fixed up on the " Lucincla " 
the other clay. (Loud Government laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: The 
Speaker wa.s quite well then. rLaughter.) 

Mr. COYNE: I understand that there was 
3. caucus meeting of the Government sup­
porters the other clay. 'Whether it was held on 
the " Lucinda" or somewhere else I do not 
know, but these meetings are generallv held 
on the "Lucinda." - " 

The PREMIJm: Your _prophetic ooul was too 
prophetic that time. (Laughter.) 

::Yir. COYNE: We know very well that at 
that caucus meeting it was decided that the 
senior member for Rockhampton should be 
nominated for this position. It is public 
property. 

The PREMIER: Was it decided that the 
.Speaker should fall ill? 

Mr. COYNE: The meeting was subsequent 
to the unfortunate illness' of the Speaker, 
which I regret as much. as any member in this 
House. I sincerely regret the illness of the 
Sp~<aJ<er, and I believe all members of the 

house have shown their sympathy. But we all 
know that the• Premier has shown no great· 
love for his colleague, the senior member for 
Rockhflmpton, in the past, and now why should 
he nominate him for this position? We know 
that the Premier was pretty severe on him, 
and gave him a good castigation last session 
for showing his indPpendonce as a memher of 
this House 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. COYNE: I think it is only right that 
we should add some protest to the way in 
which i·he Premier now wishes to whitewash 
himself for his conduct last session. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. COYNE: He hought the Chief Secre~ 
tary to his krrees last session, and I gave the 
hon. membN credit for it. I think he only 
did what he was expected to do by his con­
stituents. 

Mr. !VIURPHY: They put him at the head of 
the poll for doing it. 

Mr. COYNE: Yes. (Government laughter.) 
In seconding the amendment, I recognise that 
we are nominating on this side of the House 
one of the best, if not the most qualified man 
in this House to carry out the duties of Chair­
man of Committees, and that is my reason for 
seconding the amendment. I hope that the 
good sei1se of the House, which has been 
referred to by t.he hon. member for Moreton, 
will decide upon electing Mr. Hardacre, the 
hon. member for Leichbardt, to occupy that 
position during the temporary absence of th<t 
8peaker. 

OPPOSr.rroN MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MUHPHY (Croydon): Owing to the 
smallness of the party on the back Opposition 
bench, we are not able to put forward a can­
didate. (Laughter.) But so far as I am con­
cerned. I am going to vote for the hon. mem­
ber for Leichhardt. It is a surprise to me 
that the hon. member for Rockhampton 
should have allowed himself to be nominated 
for this poeit.ion. Everybody knows that he 
is competent to fi!J it, a_ncl we all believ~. he 
will be absolutely Impartial, but what positiOn 
did the Premier take with regard to the hon. 
member previously? He never gave him one 
position in this House. He never brought him 
forward as a competent man to fill the 
position of Chairman of Committees, because 
the hon. member was always absolutely loyal 
to him. \Vhen trouble arose there was no 
backslidinrr on the part of the senior member 
for Rockhamnton. I offered him a portfolio 
mvself--(lau&eliter)-lmt he absolutely declined 
to' take it. 'He assisted the Premier to retain 
his position, and although the Premier knew 
h11 was wPl! qualified to take the position of 
Chairman of Committees, he never considered 
him at all, find it strikes me the re.ason ~he 
senior member for Rockhampton 'Is bemg 
brought forward to-clf1v is because he has been 
show-ing signs of restlessness. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order! 

Mr. MURPHY: That is my idea of it. He 
has been putting it b the Premier at some c:£ 
those caucus meetings that unless some posi­
tion was found for him he would have to go 
elsewhere . 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order! 
The hon. member is entirely out of order in 
imputing motiv0s to the hon. member. 

Mr. MURPHY: I was not imputing- motives 
at aU; but when you take everything into 

Mr. Murphy.] 
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consideration--when you_ tl\ke into considera­
tion the fact that they hav_e two "Whips" on 
t.he Government side--

The PREMIER: You have two " \Vhips" on 
that side. 

:\fr. MURPHY: No; you ~tre· entirely 
wrong-we are both leaders up this end. 
!Laughter.) The hon. member for Leichhardt 
is an old member of this House, and is well 
up in the Standing Orders and is quite com­
petent to fill the position, and I think myself 
it would be a kindly act on the part of ttw 
House to appoint. him to the po5ition. I am 
really surprised that the senior member for 
Rockhampton should have allowed the Pre­
mier to make a stop-gap of him. He is a per­
wnal friend of mine. and I would like to vote 
for him-he is a real nice little 9hap. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. MUHPHY: Like all the members of 

t~e House, I should certainly like to vote for 
lnm, but I think the hon. member for Leich­
hardt should be elected to the position and I 
intend to vote for him. ' 

Mr. l\:IANN: I have no intention of moving 
that another name should be substituted for 
"Hardacre," because I believe both men 
nominated for the position are quite well 
qualified to hold it. I remember quite well 
that the Premier never did anything for his 
colleague. I moved on one occasion that Mr. 
Grant should be Spe.aker of this Chamber, and 
havmg done that, I have no fault to find with 
him, and wish to see him presiding over the 
deliberations of this Chamber. The only 
question to my mind is who will be the most 
impartial, and I believe the Chairman of Com­
mittees should always be a member of the 
Opposition, inasmuch as he would be more 
inclined to give a fair deal. The Chairman 
!'-!ways has the Premier at his elbow whisper­
mg to him what he has to do, and if he does 
not ~o it he will be threatened with opposi­
twn m Jus own electorate. Last session hon. 
members would remember the Premier acted 
the part of Ramornie-a character in 
Scottish history who starved his prince to 
death-and the Premier tried the same 
thing in this House, and tried to starve this 
House into passing the Port Alma Railway. I 
have no words to describe it, but it was one 
of the moct reprehensible acts that ever took 
place in this House, and for that reason I 
shall vote for the hon. member for Leich­
hardt, inasmuch I believe he will be a gocd 
Chairman, and members to proceed to 
their mPals time, and not he 
coerced by a of Ramornie, who 
was trvino; to starve us into submission. 
(Ianght,et·.) 

Question--That the words "K. M. Grant.'' 
proposed to he omitted, stand part of the 
questwn--put; and the House divided:-

AYES, 3:1-. 
3fr. )fr. HnnteJ'. D. 

C:., P. , Kiriston 
~. \V. IL , , ::\1nr.~:ntner 

" nooker " :Vfarldnto.:-h 
, 15onc1Htrd , :\'forg~tn 
, Rrpnnan , Pa.zi-t 
, Rriflges Petrie 
, Cnrser " Phiip 

0nttPll Tiober!s 
, DP,nhflm ,. Rnmerf<:e 

Fnrr· !'.t ~tod~l.Tt 
, }1or~yth ~wavne 
,, P(>X , 'fhr;i·n 
, Cray~on ,; Tohnie 
., nnnn WHl'kfT 

Hnwtlvrn \.VhitR 
u Hodg-e ,. ''nenholt 

Tell!-rs: Mr. Grayson and Mr. Wllite. 

[Mr.Murphy. 

Mr. Alien 
, Barber 
, Bowman 
, Breslin 
n Col!ins 
,, Ooyne 
, Ot·awEord 
, Ferricks 
, Foley 
, Hamilton 

XoJ~g5 27. 

, Hunter, J. M. 
IJhill 

.. Lem1on 
, lfcLaehlan 

Mr. ~Iann 
,, )faughan. 
" :Way 
" l\lu!cahy 
.. Mnllan 
,, 1Iurplly 
, Kevitt 
, O'Sullivan 
,. rnyne 

Ryan 
:: RYland 

'l'heodore 
, Winstanley 

rflellers: }ir. Barber and ;\fr. Crawford. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Origiilal question put aild pa~sed. 

S USPEKSION OF STANDING ORDERS. 

The PREMIER, in moving-
That so much of the Standin'{ Orders be nu:pended for 

this day as wutilrl otb rwtse prevent the immediate­
cons;titution of. Committees of Snpply and V{ays and 
:Me~ws, :he recetvil:g of resolutions on the same day on 
which they sh•tll have passed in those committees. 
:;nd tbe pa~sing of an Appropriatlon llill through all 
Its stage,-..,m oue day-
said: I understood some hon. gentleman to 
call "Not formal" to· this motion, probably 
with a desire to elicit--

i\Ir. BOWMAN: Following yotir example. 

T'he PREMIER: A had example! 
An OPPOSITION ::i-1EMBER: Any example you· 

show is bad. 

'The PREMIER: I presume hon. members 
want some information, which I shall be­
pleased to give them; . but I cannot imagine 
any member, with any knowledge of public 

busine-ss, opposing the passing of 
[ 4. 30 p.m.] such a motion. It is the usual 

and unavoidable method of grant­
ing Supply in the earlier weeks of the financial_ 
yea-r. Estimates cannot be passed in the first 
stages of the financial year, and it is necessary 
to obtain temporary Supply to pay public seT­
vants. Any information that may be required: 
by hon. members I will supply with pleasure. 

1\Ir. BOWMAN: I called " Not formal" to 
this motion, not with the view of preventing 
an appropriation, but to enter my protest 
against the practice, which no hon. member· 
more st-rongly condemned tha.n the present 
Premier when the present member for Towns­
ville occupi<vd the position. He at that time 
considered it altogether unfair that the leader 
of the Government should get an appropriation 
passed in one day. 

The PREMIER: The sins of. our youth t 
(Laughter.) 

I1lr. BOWC,L\N: The hon. member is in his 
usual flippant style, but it is a serious matter, 
and should not Le allowed to pass without pro­
test. The excuse for the motion is that the· 
payments to the public servants have to be 
made; but I would remind the hon. gentle-
man that a. suvg;estion before we,_ 
adjourned that he might meet the 
House in May, so as to have an opportunity 
of doino: business much earlier than last year. 
If that had been done, there would have been" 
no occasion to pass an Appropriation Bill in 
one day. · 

M e. i\IURPHY: I a.m pleased that the leader 
of the Opposition has put up a protest against 
this motion. Last year the hon. gentleman 
got his Estimates through under the " gag," 
and promised that he would call Parliament to• 
gethor earlier than for some years previously; 
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and if he had dealt fairly with members, he 
would have called the House together earlier. 
Last year he " gagged" the Estimates through, 
givi11g as a.n excuse that he wanted to go to a 
conference in Melbourne. With Deakin, he 
wanted to put the finishing touches on the 
electioneering campaign; but the finishing 
touches we·re put on by the electors on the 13th 
April; and the sho-~k which the Premier and 
his colleagues then received is some excuse for 
them not calling Parliament together earlier. 
It took them some time to recover, and they 
were unable to prepa,re their business. If we 
were to object to this motion, the Premier 
would say the Opposition were trying to de­
prive the public se·rvants of their pay, but I am 
glad a protest has been made. Under the 
.syste1n o£ party Government l\linisters cail 
us together when they want money, and Clear 
us Oc!t when they have got the mon<'y they 
want. 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 
'fhe TREASURER: Mr. Deputy Speaker,­

I beg to move that you do now leave the chair 
and the House resolve itself int.o a Committee 
of the vVhole to consider the Supply to h 
granted to His Majesty. 

:Mr._ MANN: Before you leave the chair 
I would like to ask the Trea.surer a question. 
What was the motive that actuated the Cahinet 
in gra.nting the roquest of the navvies on the 
Atherton-Evelyn Railway for an increase in 
wages after it had been refused, and the Minis­
ter had allowed all the tools to be gathered in, 
and had let it be known that the Government 
did not intend starting work again until the 
men h.ad given in? The men who left have been 
wandering all over the North trying to find 
work, a.nd during the past few weeks many of 
them have undergone great hardship. Could 
not the Government have decided to give 
those men the increase when Mr. Thallon met 
them a-nd promised to wire to the Minister for 
Railways in Brisbane in regard to their re­
quest for 9s. a day? He knew all the circum­
stances 'just as weli then as he did a day or 
two ago, when the request was granted. I 
hope the hon. gentleman will give the infor­
mation. It mav benefit the men on the Pmt 
Alma Railway,· for instance, to know that by 
going on stnke for a few weeks they may get 
what they consider their rights. 
. Mr. MURPHY: I think the question asked 
by the hon. member for Ca.irns is a very 
pertinent one, a-nd that he is entitled to an 
answer by the Treasurer. It seems rather 
tyrannica,l for a member of the Cabinet to 
absolutely de.cline to reply to a civil question 
.asked by a member of the Opposition, and if 
this is to continue I think a strong protest 
should be put up by members of the Opposi­
tion. 

Question put a-nd passed 

Coli!MITTEE. 
The ACTING CHAIRMAN (Mr. K. l\1. 

Gra-nt, Rockhampton), on taking tne chair, said: 
I thank the House for the honour they have 
done me in electing me to this position; and 
though I may be partial outside I can promise 
to be impartia.l in my duty while in the chair. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hea.r, hear! 
The 'fREASURER moved-
Th~tt there be granted to H's Male•ty, on account 

of the services for the year 1910-ll. a ~nm not exceRO­
ing £580,000 towards d'erra,ying the expenses of the 
various departments and services of the State. 

Mr. MANN repeated his reque~t for infor­
mation concerning the granting of increased 
pay to the navvies on the Atherton-Evelyn 
Railway. If the men ha-d gone on strike 
sooner fer 9s. a day, he believed the bulk of 
the business people m that district would have 
been fa:vourable to their cause, and have done 
what they could to assist them to get a fair 
living wage, especially considering the broken 
time there wa-s on the ra-ilways. Many other 
railwa vs were in course of construction at tlie 
present time, and if the Trea-surer gave the 
reason they could tell the workers on those 
rail ways that if they had a mind to stand out 
for a few weeks they could get this Government 
to follow the example of Mr. W acle, and try 
and make themselve,.; real good fellows when a 
general election was looming on the horizon. 
It would be a good thin!) to take a leaf out of 
Mr. VVade's book, and, 1f the majority of the 
men on the railways struck for a higher wage, 
he had no doubt that the Cabinet would agree 
to it, seeing they had left so many things out 
of the programme which they might have put 
in. If the Treasurer did not care to answer­
the question, he took it for granted that the· 
Government gave in because the men were 
dotermined, and he (Mr. Manu) should advise 
ae: many of the railway workers as he came, 
anross to follow the example of Atherton and 
E velyn men and come out for higher wages. 

Mr. MURl'HY: As the Treasurer had not 
answered the question of the hon. member for· 
Cairns, perhaps he would tell the House for 
what t'me this Supply would carry him on? 
He might be permitted to congratulate the 
Acting Cha1Tman on having attained that 
h·igh and honoura-ble posit'on, and to express 
a hope t.ha-t he would fulfil his promise to be· 
al >solutely impartial durin&\' the session. He 
was sure-· from wha-t he knew of the Acting 
Chairman, having seen him in the cha-ir at a 
few late sittings of t.he House, that he would 
bn absolutely fair to both sides of the House, 
and would not permit the Premier, although 
hn was a colleague, to bounce him in any way" 
(I,aughter.) 

The TREASURER said this appropriation 
covered the months of ,July and August-two· 
months' Supply for all the services. He might 
sa.y, with reference to the increased wages in 
the North, that the same thing was going to .. 
be done right through all the comtruction 
work, the wages would be increased by 6d. a 
day. 'l'hat was why it was not done straight 
away. 

M1'. MuRPHY: That is whv you did not put 
it in any of the Railway Bifls last yea.r. 

_The TREASURER: 'fhe whole matter had 
been cons'dered, and that decision come to. 

Mr. MuLCAHY: 'fha.t is the result of the· 
Federal election . 

Mr. MURPHY asked if~it was absolutely 
necessarv that they should pass the two 
months'.Supply at the present time? Why 
could not the Government get Supply for this 
month, and then come down for Supply next 
month? He would like to know whether the 
men would receive the increases a-bout which 
they had been ·reading so much lately out of 
this Supply, or woulrl have to wait till the 
Estimates we.re pa-ssed? 

The TREASURER: They could not pos­
siblv obtain an increase for -men on the staff 
until the Estimates had been a.ctualiy passed. 
They were acting in accordance with the usuaf 
practice in asking for two months' Supply, 
and they thought ih wa-s better to do that than 
to have two Appropriation Bi}ls in two­
mo11ths. 

lion . .A. G. C.Jiawtlwrn.] 
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Mr. MURPHY thought they ought to get 
away from this usual practice, and that a 
month's Supply would be quite sufficient .. In 
fact, there might be no Government at the 
end of !he month. 

Mr. MANN wished to ask the Treasurer a 
question with regard to a loan said to be 
·promised to the chairman of the Cairns Shire 
·Council by the Treasurer, . for the purpose of 
extending the prestmt Mulgrave Tramway. 
The chairman told him (Mr. Mann) and other 
people in Cairns that he had a distinct 
promise from the Treasurer that a loan would 
be available for the construction of a further 
6 miles of the tramway to the !::order of the 
Cairns Shire CounciL Had such a promise 
been made? Mr. Munro had said the promise 
was made, and he was a gentleman whose 
word he (Mr. Mann) had every reason to 
believe. 

The TREASUREit said he had made no 
such promise to :Mr. Munro. Mr. Munrocame 
to him with a proposal fm two extensions of 
the Mulgrave Tramway to the Russell River 
and to Geraldton-one was to cost about 
£17,000, and he thought the other a somewhat 
simil.ar amount. He had said distinctly that 
nothmg could be done in that direction with· 
·out being submitted to the Cabinet, and he 
did not ta.ke 'upon himself to promise one 
thing or the other. Of course, they knew Mr. 
Munro was very anxious to get the line and 
he may have thought things looked mor~ pro­
mising than they really ilid, but he could 
assure hon. members that he had made no 
promise. 

Mr. MANN belie·ved the Treasurer was 
making his statement in all honesty, but he also 
helieved that Mr. Munro came away from the 
Treasurer with the full impression that while 
they would not grant the• amouint asked for to 
extend the tramway to Geraldton, the Trea­
surer had no objootion to the tramway being 
extended as far as the boundary of the Cairns 
shire. 

The T'REASURER: It is not so. I did not 
make any promise. 

Mr. J\!J:ANN: The C'airns-Mulgrave Tram- % 

way was one of the best managed little rail­
ways in the whole of Queensland; they had 
. always met inte•rest on redemption at due 
date. He believed that while the Treasurer 
might think he made no definite promise, 
m face of the fact that the Mulgrave Tramway 
was paymg, no Trea~urer should refuse• to giv·e 
money for the opemng up of territory where 
he knew interest and redemption was abso­
lutely assured. Without saying that the sum 
was a large one, he was perfectly satisfied 
that even if the a.mount asked for' to extend 
the tramway to the Johnstone had been given 
by the Treasurer, there• would' have be.en no 
doubt about the interes.t and redemption being 
!Y!et.. The avowed a1m and object of the 
Cahmet was. to develop the virgin soil of 
Queensland, and this . tra.mway would open 
up bJg area of v1rgm scrub. For the life 
of 

1 
he co~Ild not see why the Treasurer, 

after 11avm'" g;1ven a loan to ·extend the tram­
way to Babinba. Greek, could not give a 
fl_nthE>r sum af £17.000 to e;rtend the trimway 
TIQht to the end 0f rhe terntory. The success 
of this tramway d;d not d.:;penci upon the erec. 
tion of a mill at Babin ha Creek; the line was 
payin;c so well that the Council mainta;ned 
tha.t. tktey. could always keep a. non-paying 
se'Ctwn com\!, a.nd yet meet interest and re­
demption. and in about a couple of years' t.ime 
he was satisfied this extension would pay as, 
-even if there was not a single stick of sugar-

[ Mr. Murphy. 

cane grown, the country would be taken up 
for banana-growing and dairying. He hoped 
the Treasurer would reconsider his decision, 
as even without a mill at Babinba C'reek the 
interest and redemption on the loan for the 
extHnsion would be amply met by the highly­
paying nature of the portion already built. 

Question put and passed. 
The Hause resumed. The CHAIRMAN re. 

parted that the Committee had come to a 
resolution. 

The resolution was received and agreed to. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE. 

The TREASURER moved-
That £350,000 be grnnted out of t!1e consolidated 

1·evenne fund ncr.ount; £30,000 from trust Hnd special 
fnnds; and £.!00.000 frDm loan fund account. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­

ported that the Committe>e had come to a 
resolution. 

The resolution was received and agreed to. 

[5 p.m.] 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 1. 
FIRST AND SECOND READINGS. 

This Bill, founded on the· resolutions pass.ed 
in Committee, was read a first and second 
time without discussian. 

COlvHIITTEE. 

(ilfr. K. ·M. Gmnt, Rockhamptorl, in the chai•··~ 
On clause 1 -"Appropriation"-
Mr. MURPHY asked the Treasurer whether 

it was proposed to ra'se another loan this ye·ar? 
The TREASURER: The Government had 

no idea of raising a loan. 
Mr. MURPHY: You have no idea how to 

raise one, you mean. (Laughter.) 
Clauses 1 to 4, inclusive, and the preamble 

were put and passed without further discus· 
si on. 

The House resumed. The ACTING CHAIR· 
MAN reported the Bill without amendment, 
a.nd the report was agreed to . 

THIRD READING. 
The Bill was read a. third time, passed 

through its remaining stages without discus· 
sion, and ordered to be transmitted to the 
Legislative Council, by message in the usual 
form. 

PRINTING COil.li\HTTKEi. 
Th.:; PREMIER moved-'-
1. That, i l compli1-1nce with Standing OrUer No. 30~. 

a Select Committee be appointed tlJ assist J'Ir. Speaker 
in all matters which re' ate to the flri.nling to be exe­
cuted by order of the IIonse; and for the purpose of 
selecting, and arranging for printing, rtlturns and papers 
:presented in pursuance of motions ill)lr!e by members. 

2. Th~t such committee consbt of tile following 
members :-Sir. Speaker, the Chninnnn of Committees, 
~' r. :YlciJa.chlan, :\fr. Oribh, :'Hr. Hamilton, ::vrr. D. 
Hunter, ::\Ir, Winstaniey, 1Ir. Grayson, and the mover. 

Mr. MANN: I called "Not fotmal" to this 
motion, i\fr. Speaker, because you may pos· 
sibly remember that upon one occasion a 
petition was presented in this House by the 
hon. membe·r for Rcckhampton North in re. 
gard to the Port Alma Railway. 'fhe peti· 
tion was a · weighty one and had a great 
numhor o! name5 upon it, and I desired to see 
that petition printed, so that we could have 

.copies of it in our hands for reference when 
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the question of the Port Alma Railwa.y cropped 
up in this House. I moved that the petition 
be printed, and I was informed that I should 
pref:er my request to the· Printing Committee. 
I went round the House asking for various 
members of the Printing Committee, and I 
was fortunate enoui!h to meBt one of them. I 
asked him how Dften the committee met, 
what were their duties, what papers they re·· 
commended for being pr:nted and which 
papers they rejected, and to my surprise I was 
told that the committee nevBr met at all. 

Mr. l\1URPHY: What ! What! 
Mr. MANN: He tD~d me that they nBver met 

at all, and the matter of printing was man­
aged without their ever being consulted at alL 
NDw, I want to know if this committee, which 
we are asked to appoint, is going to be one 
of the same nature. Is it going to be merely 
a dead letter? 'Vhat is the reBJoon of the 
Premier moving this resolution, see·'ng that 
this cDmmittee nev·er met and never did any­
thing? I have been told, and I do not know 
if it is true or not, that the lift was put up 
in the· Parliamentary Buildings . withDut the 
Building Committee being oonsnlted in the 
matter. 

Mr. MURPHY: What ! 
Mr MANN: The Building CDmmiW~e were 

never consulted about the erection of the lift 
to this building. They say that it was done 
at the request of an old gentleman known a.s 
MephistopheJes. and the Building Committee 
were never consulted. 

·Mr. D. HuNTER: Yes. they were consulted 
Mr. MANN: I was told that they were not 

consulted. 
Mr. D. HUNTER: Well, you are wrong. 
Mr. MANN: Well, the hon. member for 

Woolloongabba might have been consulted, 
but none of the others we·re. I remember 
that the hon. member for WoolloDngabba 
made a certain promise to his electors and he 
went back on it. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. MANN: So I cannot say if the ho~. 

member is speaking the truth now. He ts 
merely a crank or shaft in the Government 
machine---

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. MANN: The hon. member for Wool­

loongabba is merely a crank or shaft---
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I 

must remind the hon. membe·r for Cairns that 
if he does not take notice of my caUs to order, 
I will have to take other measures. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. MANN: I thought your ca:IIs t? o~der 

were to those members who were mterJectmg. 
I was just saying that the hon. member for 
Woolloongabba was a crank or shaft--

'l.he DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. MANN: I am not applying th~ term 

in any offensive way at all. I mean hke the 
crank' or shaft of a mach:ne. . I m~ant 
tba,t he was a crank or. e.ha.t wht?h dnves 
the Government machme, mem;nng t~at 
the hon. membe·r prov'des certam mottve 
power to drive the Government. (Laughte~.) 
If my words are offensive, however, I wtll 
withdraw them. I wish to know what are the 
oualifications of the members down here, 
~ith the exception perhaps of Mr. McLachl:'n. 
I wish to include him, but to . my mmd 
none of the other Il'!en:bers l!lenttoned here 
have .any idea of prmtmg what&oever. Mr. 

:McLachlan has a good deal of expert know­
ledge of printing, and it is only right and 
fair that his name should be there. I am 
not anxious to displace any of the names that. 
are there with the view of putting my own 
name there, but my friend, the hon. member 
for Croydon, is an old printer, and might not 
his name be put there? 

Mr. MuRPHY: No. 
A LABOUR MEMBER: J\lr. Ferricks. 
Mr. MANN: Mr. Ferrick.s, the· hon. mem­

ber for Bowen, has also some knowledge of 
the newspaper trade, and might not his name 
be put there as well? 'Ve want live men on 
this committee, men who have some• practica.I 
knowledge cf printing, instead of having a 
number of men picked out in a haphazard 
fashion. The· Dnly member whose name I can 
justify here is Mr. McLachlan, the junior 
member for the Valley. Now, is this wise? 
Can we not. out of all the members of this 
House, get a small working committee of 
men who understand something about print­
ing? I have mentioned one or two myself. 
Possibly so}lie oth<Jr members d this House 
may hav<J been compositors and may hav€' 
done newspaper work. Perhaps the hon. mem­
ber for Fitzroy or the hon. member for 
Ipswich might have done some such work? I 
'l.m asking this House to do away with foolish 
committees. and let us have committees that 
are real live bodie•s. On this committee we 
should have only pract;cal men who will be 
able to say what should be printed aJ1d what 
should not. I object to this haphazard way of 
picking names and putting them on com­
mittees. We have a Buildings Committee, 
and the lift was put in without that com­
mittee being consulted on the matter at alL 
'Ve have a Refreshment-rooms Committee, 
and we get a report occasionally from them. 
(Laughter.) But apparently nothing is ever 
done upon their recommendation. "\Vhat i! 
the use of burdening this House with com­
mittees in this way, unless they are to be of 
some use? The Premier should only move· 
motions in which there is oome business, and· 
if there is no business in this motion, why not 
leave the whole· business in the ha.nds o.f the 
Speaker or IbP Clerks of the HDuse, and not 
bother appointing a committee of men who 
will never be asked to meet, and, so far as 
the Premier knows or cares, will never take 
any action whatsoever. Perha.ps these men 
are chosen RO that when the printing bill 
becomes a heavy item the Premier will be 
able to sav "I had on the Printing Com­
mittee so "many Labour members." . And I 
see here the names of Messrs. McLachlan, 
Ffamilton, and Winstanley. I think myself 
the Premier will be wise to withdraw this 
motion and surstitute in place of those men. 
the names of men who know something about 
printing, and make them responsible to the 
House. 

Mr. MURPHY: If this committee never 
meets-if it is just a mat.ter of form-why not 
let us put it through at once? The hon. 
member for Cairns has mentioned my name· 
in connection with this committee, and I cer­
tainly sav th;s: I fee·! coi_Jfident that. the Pre­
mier and myself could sit down qUietly and 
discuss matters and bring them to a very 
satisfactorv conclusion. 

The PREMIER: Even the Premier by himself. 
Mr. MURPHY: I do not think the Premier 

could do it by himself. I would not like to 
trust the Premier that far. {Laughter.) My 
experience of the Premier is that he would 
probably get away with the printing, as he· 

Mr. Murphy.] 
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got away with some of those who were foolish 
enough to believe in him. I would like to see 
any amount of printing go along to the 
Government Printing Office. There are a good 
many "comps." looking for. wcirk, and .I 
intend to give them any amount to do t!us 
liession, and I will receive their blessing, if_I 
can give them something to do by talking in 
this House. 

Question put and passed. 

POLICE JURISDICTION AND SUMMARY 
OFFENCJ!JS BILL. 

The 'TREASURER (Hon. A. G. C. 
Hawthorn, Enoqgera) moved-

That the House will, at, u~ next sitting, resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole to consider of the cle~ 
~drB.bleness of introducing a. Bill to consolidnte and 
amend the law rdating to the powers and duties of 
officers of the l,olice Force, and with te!'pect to et rtain 
offences punishable summarily, and for other purposes. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I would just like to ask 
the Treasurer whether this Bill is similar to 
the one introduced last year, or are there a 
number of alterations? · 

The TREASURER: It is very nearly on the 
same lines. There are some slight alterations 
in the clauses, which will be seen when tllc 
Bill is laid on the table. 

Mr. MANN: The Treasurer has told us that 
the Bill is practically on the same lines as the 
one we saw last year-the Police Offences Bill. 
I went through that measure, and I just wish 
to tell the Treasurer that it is most obnoxious, 
and, as far as I am concerned, I will oppose it 
on every occasion. 

The TREAStmim: Then it means a fight, that 
is all. 

Mr. MANN: It means that I will divide 
the House on every obnoxious clause. A more 
foolish Bill I never saw drafte·d, and I give 
the Treasurer due notice that I intend to 
oppose it at every stage. 

Mr. MURPHY: Can the Treasurer tell us 
when we are likely to get a copy of the Bil! '? 

The TREASURER: It will be laid on the tahle 
of the House to-morrow, if this motion is 
passed. ' 

Mr. MURPHY: That is all very well. It 
will be laid on the table of the House, but we 
cannot sit in the House and read it. 

The 'fREASURER: The next day it will be in 
the boxes of members. 

Mr. MURPHY: Can we take it as a pro­
mise from the Treasurer that the Police 
Offences Bill will be in the boxes to-morrow? 

The TREASURER: Yes, if you pass this 
motion to-morrow. Is that satisfactory? 

Question put and passed. 

RTATE EDUCATION ACTS AMENDMENT 
. BILL. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STR\ICTION (Hon. W. H. Barnes, Bulirnba) 
moved-

That leave he given to introtlnce n Bill to 11mend 
the State Education Acts, 1875 to 1900, hy making 
tn·ovision fnr l'eligi.ous ins.trt1Ction in Stttte schools 
during school hours. jn pnrsunnee of nn nffirma-!-i~;e 
referenflurn pnll hkfm unfler thA Religions Instruction 
in Stnte Sehools Referendum Act of 1908. 

}fr. BOWMAN: I think it is only a fair 
question that at this staQ,"e the House should 
have some information from the Minister as 
to the nature of this Hill. I myself am 
certainly opposed to the introduction of this 

[1lfr. Murphy. 

Bill at all. I think we should have some in· 
formation from the Minister before the motion 
is passed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: In reply to the hon. member 
I desire to state that at a. later stage I will 
lay the Bill on the table of the House, and 
move thRt it be printed, and copies should be 
in the hand's of hon. members to-morrow 
morning. ·I would like furthe·r to state that 
the Bill will be a very ;,imple one. It makes 
provision for carrying out the wishes of the 
people RS expressed at the referendum. It is 
cf the simplest possible nature, and I would 
assure hon. members that copies of the Bill 
will be in their boxes. to-morrow morning. 

Mr. JYfGRPHY: It certainly is a surprise to 
me that the Government should want to rush 
this Bill through this session of Pa.rliament. 
There is plenty of time to deal with a Bill 
like this. What about an Eight Hours Bill? 
The Premier has no time to deal with it. 
What about a Workers' Compensation Bill? 
No time to deal with it. But Archdeacon 
Garland comes along and has a chat with him 
and he introduces this Bill to oblige him. I 
am going to vote against it. There are only 
800 electors in my electorate, but that is no 
reason why I should not givo a vote against 
the Bible Reading in St~"te Schools Bill here. 
Up in the North they pretty well all voted 
against any alteration in our present educa­
tion system, aud I think all those who are 
opposed to it ought to fight against any altera­
tion, and we ought to worry tho Minister who 
is going to introduce it right; down into his 
grave. (Laughter.) · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Oh, don't do that .. 

Mr. H"GNTER: Wh~t did you say last year? 
Mr. MUR.PHY: I am in the same position 

as the Premier. He said, " I am not going 
to vote against a referendum, but I am going 
right throughout the country to tell the p()ople 
it will be wrong to alter the education ·system." 
Of course, we know the Premier did not have 
time to go round Queensland to tell the elec­
tors they would be doing wrong by voting for 
any alteration in the educational system-he 
was too busy running round trying to get his 
£1 5s. a head. 

Mr. FERRICKS: He wRs up in the Wide 
Bay. 

Mr. l\IURPHY: The Premier and most 
memhers of the Cabinet went up to Wide 
Bay, but :Mr. Fisher got returned. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order t 
The hem. member must sec that he is exceed­
ing the bounds of the debate. 

Mr. MURPHY: I say we ought to oppose 
this motion. We ought not t-o allow it to be· 
introduced at all, if we. can stop it. I am 
opposed to any alteration in the present edu­
cational system, and I am prepared to assist 
any party here that is game to fight. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: You have changed your 
mind. 

Mr. MURPHY: If the hon. member looh 
up Hansard he will find that when the ques­
tion came befa.re this House previously I 
spoke against it and voted against it In 1907 
the mattm·.was in the Government programme 
and a number of us told the P1emier in cau<)us 
that we were opposed to it, but we did not 
care to cause· nny dissension in the party: 
However, I am opposing it to-day. The hon. 
member for 'Voolloongabba can look up my 
speeches in Hansanl in connection with this 
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question, and he• will find I have always 
been opposed to any alteration in our present 
edu9ation system. 

Mr. MANN: When the Secretary for Public 
Instruction was speaking he said that this 
Bill was intreduced in order to carry into effect 
the ,wishes of th? paoplc as expressed by them 
at tne late referendum. Now, the people at 
the late referendum did not actually know all 
the facts of the matter. Broadly speaking, the 
vote lay between religious instruction or not. 
But, I took upon myself, in going round the 
various booths, to ask those advoca.ting re­
ligious instruction, if they advocated the whole 
Bible, and I quoted certa.in chapters to them, 
and asked if they intended to teach that in 
the schools, and they said, " No." That being 
so, I think before this motion is put on the 
business-paper the Secretary for -Public In­
struction ought to have got all the people 
interested-that is those connected with re­
ligious bodies who desired to impa.rt religious 
instruction to our childr~n in buildings built 
by the ratepayers' monE'y and used by the 
children of all denominations-that we should 
have got laid on the table of the House copies 
of all the reading lessons to be used before 
we consent to pass a measure of this descrip-
tion. · 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order! 
I would call the hen. member's attention to 
the fact that the Bill is not before the House. 
The question is that leave be given to intro­
duce the Bill, and the hen. member cannot 
debate the general question. 

Mr. MANN: This motion asks that leave 
be ·given to introduce a Bill to amend the 
State Education Act, and I think before we 
vote for the Bill we should have had copies of 
the_ lessons to_ be re~d in the schools by those 
rehgwus bodies. :B or example, I have just 
told the House that I happened to walk round 
Brisbane while tbe polling was going on and 
I asked the advocates of Bible instructibn in 
State schools if they proposed to teach certain 
questions in the State schools and they said 
'.'No." That being so, they 'intend to teach 
m the schools a mutilated form of the Bible. 

The DEP\)TY SPEAKER: Order, order! 
I would remmd the hen. member that he is 
not in order in proceeding in that form. The 
question of the principle of the Bill is not 
before the House at the present moment. Hon. 
!llember~ do not know what may be contained 
m th& Bill, and I cannot allow the hon. mem­
ber to di~cuss that matter. 

Mr. M~NN: I am not discussing the Bill. 
I am saymg before the Bill should be intro­
duced we should have laid on the table of the 

House copies of the lessons which 
[5.30 p.m.] the Bill proposes to be allowed to 

be taught in the schools. I do not 
know what _the Bill proposes to do. I am 
merely offermg th" suggestion to the Secre­
tary for Public Instruct'on that he should wait 
upon the various persons who intend to avail 
th_emselves of the privileges conferred by the 
B1ll, and lay on the table of the House copies 
of the lessons they intend to teach. The 
reason I am asking this is because the Secre­
tary for Public Instruction says the question 
bad been put fairly before the people at the 
referendum; and that the majority of those 
voting had declared in favour of Bible teach­
ing in State schools. I could understand them 
if they intend<ed to take the whole of the 
Bible; but as they intend to mutilate the Kble, 
so to speak, and only teach certain portions, I 
think it would facilitate the passage of the 

Bill if we were to see the lessons it is proposed 
to teach. I thinK that is a fair and reasonable 
attitude to adopt; and I would like to get the 
information, as I do not desire to have any 
lesson taught that would tend to degrade or 
demoralise the children of _Queensland. I will 
have little opposition to the Bill if it does not 
provide for the teaching of anything which 
parents do not desire their cnildr·en to be 
taught. 

Mr. BOUOI-IARD (Brisbane South): I must 
confess that I cannot understand membel's 
opposing the introduction of this Bill. The 
hen. member for Cairns was some time ago a 
member of a party whose._platform, to which 
he subscribed, contains the principle of a 
referendum to the people. 

Mr. _lYIANN: Free, secular, and compulsory 
educatwn. · 

Mr. BOUOHARD: This subject was re­
c<>ntly referred to the people of Queensland 
for their decision, and I ask the hen. member, 
who has subscribed to the referendum to 
accept the will of the peogle. ' 

Mr. MmN: When did I subscribe to it? 

Mr. BOUOHARD: Though hen. members 
may have their own opinions as to the advis-
ableness or otherwise of introducing a measure 
of this sort, still, as the question has been 
referred to the electors, and as they have 
spoken with no uncertain majority, it seems 
to me idle to resist the voice of the people. In 
view of that decision, I say it is incumbent on 
the Government to introduce a Bill to give 
effect to the desire of. the people. 

Mr .. FERRICKS: Don't you think there are 
more Important measures to be brought for­
ward? 

Mr. BOUOHARD: We all have our 
opinions as to the importance of measures to 
be introduced; but I cannot understand why 
any member, more particularly members who 
have subscribed to the Labour platform, one 
of whose planks is the referendum on all sub­
jects, should object to the Introduction of this 
measure. 

Mr. Oonm: You believe in the Labour plat­
form? 

Mr. BOUOHARD: I do not believe in the 
Labour platform; I do not believe either in 
the referendum; but Parliament having re­
ferred this particular matte1: to the judgment 
of the people, and the people having given 
their decision, it is the duty of the GOvern· 
ment to introduce the Bill. And I say to 
member§,. particularly to members of the 
Labour party who have subscribed to the 
doctri;~e of the referendum, that it is their 
duty to abide by the will of the people. · 

Mr. BoWMAN: We do not want you to tell 
us our duty. -

Mr. BOUOHARD: I have my own·oQinion 
as to the advisableness of passing a me.asure 
of this description, nnd when it is introduced 
I shall have something to say upon it; but in 
the meantime I say it is the C!uty of the House 
to ailow the Government to introduce the Bill 
to give effect to the will of the people. 

Mr. McLAOHLAN (Fortitude Valley): I 
wish to enter my protest. against the introduc­
tion of this measure. I do not intend to speak 
at length now, because I shall have an oppor­
tunity. of doing so later on when the Bill is 
before us; and I shall then have an o-ppor­
tunity of replying to the random statements 
made by the hon. the junior member for South 
Brisbane. I object to leave being· given for 

.Mr. McLachlan.] 
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the introduction of this Bill, which is to pro­
vide for the giving of religious instruction in 
State schools during school hours. 

Mr. ALLEN (Bulloo): I desire to voice my 
opposition to this proposal. The majority of 
the people in my electorate were not given a 
chance of voicing their opinions, or it would 
have been found that they did not want re­
ligious instruction in State schools. 

Mr. BoucHARD: Why did they not vote 
against it? 

Mr. ALLEN: They did not have the oppor­
tunity. Many of them were too far from the 
polling places; several polling places were can­
celled, and others were generally in some out­
of-the-way place, and people did not know 
where to find them. Now we have the hon. 
member for South Brisbane getting up and 
lecturing ns as to what we should do, and in­
terpreting the Labotlr platform for us, saying 
th<tt we believe in the referendum on all sub­
jects. I do not believe in the referendum on 
.. ll subjects; and it was never intended to 
apply to all subjects. It was intended to apply 
to political subjects, and not to religious 
sv bjects. This is a question of rel;gion, and it 
is a question into which sectarianism enters. 
To say that the majority must rule on all sub­
jects means that on a question of religion I 
have to accept the will of the majority. 

An HONOURABI;E J\iEMllER: It may lead to a 
St,ate church. 

Mr. ALLEN: If we accept the principle 
that the majority must rule in this matter, we 
will soon find that there is no such thing as 
religious freedom. 

Mr. BoucHARD: Don't you believe in the 
referendum? 

Mr. ALLEN: I believe in rel'gious freedom. 

Mr. LENNON (Herbert): In reply to the 
hon. member for South Brisbane, I may say 
that this party is not in favour of a. referen­
dum on this subject. (Government laughter.) 
It is all very well to laugh. We have never 
succeeded in getting the principle of the re· 
ferendum accepted. When it is accepted, it 
will be the duty of this party to define the 
subjects to which it shall apply. I am quite 
satisfied that it would be better, and be more 
acceptable to the House, that the referendum 
should definitely state that all religious sub­
jects will be excluded. from _it. The h?n. 
member "for South Brisbane IS really usmg 
arguments which should not be us~d in regard 
to this party. Maybe he has been m close ~on· 
sultation with the secretary of the B1ble 
League 'fhere is no doubt of that, because 
the language that he uses is very much like 
the language that has been used by the V en. 
:Archdeacon Garland. 

l\Ir. BoucHARD: I disclaim that entirely. 
(Labour laughter.) 

•Mr. LENNON: If the hon. meniber has 
been to school he has learnt his lesson very 
well. Without' undue discussion, I should like 
to say that I will oppose this .'Bill at every 

·stage. I do not care how many lawyers there 
are on the other side, or members like the 
hon. member for South Brisbane, or ~ny 
others trying to twit this P:>rty wit? gomg 
,back on its platform, I say this party IS stand­
ing by its platform. 

Mr. BOUCHARD A'ND OTHER GOVERNMENT 
MEMBERS: No, it is not. 

Mr. LENNON: I hope it will stick to its 
platform to the bitter end By and by, when 

[Mr. McLachlan. 

we get the referendum, it will define what 
subjects it will apply to, and certainly it wiU 
not apply to religious subjects. 

Mr. BouCHARD: How is it you are here? 

Mr. LENNON: By the will of the majority .. 
How is it you are he<e? 

Question put and passed. 

FIRST READING. 
The Bill was read a first time, and the, 

second reading was made an Order of the, 
Day for to-morrow. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACT AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

INITIATION 
'l'he HOME SECRETARY: I beg to 

move-
That the House will, at its next >itting, resolve it•elt 

into a Committee or the Whole to consider of the. 
de•irableness of introducing a Bill to amend the law 
relating to local authorities . 

Mr. BOWMAN: I would like to ask the 
Minister to explain the nature of the amend­
ments he seeks to introduce. Are we to have 
a more liberal franchise than what we have at 
the present time, or in what way does he 
intend to amend the Act? 

The HOME SECRETAHY: I would suggest, 
that this motion be allowed to go, and hon. 
members will then have the opportunity of 
seeing the Bill, from which they will be able, 
to gain all the particulars and information 
which they desire. · 

Mr. MURPHY: I would like to know 
whether this is a similar Bill to the one which 
was presented to the House some time ago. 
The last Local Authorities Bill, if I remember 
rightly, had several hundred clauses. ThA 
Premier waves his pencil as if he is going to 
wipe me clean out, but he cannot. (Laughter.} 

Mr. MAN::\!': The reply given by the Home 
Secretary was not quite satisfactory, inasmuch 
as he asked t]le House to consent to the intro­
duction of the Bill before we got information. 
If the Bill is printed, and we find the title is 
to amend the Local Authorities Act in certain 
particulars, in that case amendments will be 
restricted to matters which the Government 
choose to bring forward. Probably we may 
not be able to amend the franchise, if the 
order of leave is not widened; and while I 
possibly may not want to go as far as the 
Labour party franchise, I would like to se.e it 
widened. Will the Bill be drawn so that 
members can introduce amendments relating· 
to any subj?d connected with local authori­
ties? I want the Act amended lock, stock, and' 
barreL and I would like the assurance of the 
Minist<>r that we can do that when the Bill i~ 
introduced. 

Question put and passed. 

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS BILL. 
INITIATION. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I beg to 
move-

'l~hat the llonse will, at its next sittin:r, rrsolvA 
itsel! into a Committee,of the Whole to COlJsider of the, 
desir-ableness of intr.,dtwing a Bill to make vrovision 
for the better representation ot the people of Queens­
land in Parliament. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I would like to ask th.o 
Home Secretary whether this Bill makes pro­
vision for commissioners to be appointed for 
the working out of the. redistribution of seats? 
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The HO.ME SECRETARY: I would sug­
gest to the leader of the Opposition that he 
permit-.-

Mr. BOWMAN: You take notice of what the 
Premier tells you. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That he permit 
tne Bill to be laid on the table of the House 
and be printed. 

Mr. BowniAN: What is your objection to tell 
the House? 

The HOME SECRETARY: For the simple 
reason that this is not the time to give that 
particular information. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: It is the time. 
The HOME SECRETARY: It is not the 

time. Let the House give permission to intro­
duce the Bill; it will thep be printed and! 
circulated, and full information will be in the 
hands of hon. members. 

Mr. MUR.PHY: I think we are entitled to 
get some information from the Home Secre­
tary. It seems to me that the Opposition will 
never receive any consideration from any 
member on the front Treasury bench unless 
the Opposition is game to put up a bit of 
fight. 

The PREMIER: You instruct them what their 
duties are. 

Mr. MURPHY: I have no desire to 
instruct them what their duties are. I know 
that the Premier will never have an oppor­
tunity of instructing me any more. (Laugh­
ter.) The Premier is very good at giving 
instructions. 

The DEPU'l'Y SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. MURPHY: I think we are entitled to 

an answer to this que•stion. I should also like 
to know who are the commissioners. to be 
appointed to fix the boundaries. 

Mr. ALLEN: You don't know whether there 
is any provision for a commission. 

Mr. MURPHY: We see it in th;, Courier, 
which is the official organ of the Government, 
and I, therefore, take it to be correct. I 
would like to know whether a commission is 
to be appointed, and to get some particulars 
regarding the members of that commission; 
whether it is going to be composed of political 
friends of the Premier, some of the People's 
Political League friends who are looking for a 
job-whether they are going to get recom­
pensed for the work thev did at the Federal 
election by being appointed members of this 
commission, or whether it is to be a com­
mission of Under Secretaries, men whom 
(,)uecnsla.nd can trust to do the fair thing by 
a.]] parties. Or is it to be a commission of 
political dead-beats? 

'fhe DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): I would not have 
risen had it not been for the reference made 
b,· the hon. member for Croydon, who insinu­
ated that the Opposition was not likely to do 
the work of opposition in connection with 
these matters. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Neither you are. 
Mr: RYLAND: If we did not do it, we 

would not get what we want. It appears that 
this matter has been fixed up by city and 
country members, who have agreed to the 
mode of representation. and what is the good 
of this opposition when it has all been fixed 
up? I think the hon. member should with­
draw his remarks about the Opposition, and 
let us use our influence to get something. It 

1Dl0-D 

is all fixed up by the caucus according to the 
paper, and it is only a. mere farce bringing it 
into this House at aiL 

Mr. COYNE: I think we are entitled to 
some information as sought by the leader of 
the Opposition. It is well understood by the 
public generally that this thing has been fixed 
up by the Ministerial caucus some time ago 
in order to save their own skins, a.s they are 
a decaying political power in Queensland. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Look how we beat them on. 
Port Alma. 

~fr. COYNE: H is a fair thing to ask at·. 
this ·stage whether it is the intention of the· 
Government to place this matter in the hands. 
of commissioners to allocate the different 
boundaries and fix tbe quota. We are told' 
there is only one party which fixes matters up• 
by caucus-that is the Labour party; but the· 
Courier has given the show away, and told us: 
that the caucus on the opposite side of the· 
House have fixed this thing up to suit them-" 
s·elves. Probably on the, other side there are: 
some who have been led away by the nice--

Mr. MuRPHY: Suave tones of the Premier. 
Jl,lr. COYNE: By the suave tones of the 

Premier on this occasion. I would remind 
members on the other .side that the Premier 
on past occasions has in his oily tones told his 
friends what he was going to do, and the 
grand coup he was going to make, and those 
men are outside this House to-day. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I think 
the hon. member will see that he is trans­
gres~ing the rules. of de bat<:. He is going quite 
outstde the questiOn, and IS, therefore out of 
order. ' 

Mr. COYNE: I submit it is a cardinal 
principle in the introduction of a measure of 
this kind that we should find out what result 
is going to be brought about; whether the< 
matter is going to be submitted to a commis" 
sion, and who the commissioners are going 
to be. 

The fi:OME SECRETARY: 'l'hat is the object of 
my motwn, a.nd you won't allow yourselves to• 
get the information. 

Mr. COYNE: The Hon. the Home Secre­
tary may a.s well tell us at this stage of the· 
proceedings. The business of the ·House has. 

been V<'ffy much dislocated owing 
[7 p.m.] to the want o-f courtesy received 

from the front Ministerial bench. 
I think that it is only fair to us that when the 
leader of the Opposition asks a eimple question 
in connection with a Bill that is about to be 
introduced, that the Minister in charge of that 
Bill should give a reply to that question. 
From what members on this side know, and· 
from what I myself know, I can say that the 
Homo S<>.<lretary is a man who is ever cour­
teous both in his office and out of it. But 
there must be some further influence at work 
which prevents him from giving a courteous 
reply to .a courteous questioCI. It is not very 
far to seek where that influence comes from. 
(Oppo-sition la.xghter.} I ask again for the 
Home Secretary to give this ·simple reply. 
And it can be simple. A word or two, or three 
or four words. is all tha.t is necessary to answer· 
the question put by the leader of the Opposi­
tion. You must admit, Mr. Speaker, that the· 
leader of the Opposition is entitled to get 
an answer to any question put by him about 
a Bill. It is a cardinal principle which is pro­
posed to be introduced in this measure, and' 
we want a reply ·to the que<;tion put by the 
leader of the Opposition. That is all I have· 

Mr. Goyne.] 
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got to say. I will not waste the time of the 
Chamber further, but hope that the Minister 
will give a reply to the question. 

"Mr. NEVITT (Carpentaria): I do not think 
I should have said anyohing on this subject, 
JYir. Spealwr, had it not been for your remarks 
to thG hon. member for Warrego just before 
the adjournment for tea. You said you ques­
tioned whether this di.scussion was in order or 
not. The majority of the members of this 
Chamber have been under the impression that 
they have certain rights and privileges in this 
House. During the tea. interval I looked up 
the eleventh edition of Sir Erskine May's 
" Parliamentary Practice," and this is what 
he says on the matter-

In making a motion for leRve to brim; in a Bill. he 
may explain the onject of tt,eBill, and give rf'asons for 
its introduction ; but, unless r.he motion be opposed, 
this is not the proper time for any lengthened debate 
upon its merits 
I think that shows that we are quite within 
our nghts in criticising or asking for any in­
formation about a Bill introduced by a Min­
ister. Further down '' May" goes so far as to 
say-

Amendments bave been made or proposed to a 
question for leave to.brmg in a Bill. 

Which shows that we are well within our rights 
in taking up the attitude which we are taking. 
I£ we had not that right, there would be no 
necessity for any motion at all. I hope, Mr. 
Speaker, that at any other time you will not 
curtail the rights and privilegoo of members 
of this Chamber. 

:VIr. ALLI~N (Bull~o): I hope the Minister 
will give the leader of the Opposition some 
information about this Bill. H we are to place 
any credence ·ll1 what we see in the papers, 
then all the members on that side of the 
House have been given the information about 
this Bill, and, that being so, it is only a fair 
thing that we should be given some informa­
tion about what is going to be brought down 
to this House. It is said that this Bill is going 
to make for the better representation of the 
people in Parliament. 

The DEPuTY SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. ALL EN: I wa.nt to know what line this 

Bill is going· to take. We hear a lot about the 
necessity for a redistribution of seats because 
of certain anomalies, but there are greater 
anomalies which ought to be removed. We 
arB told that some constituencies now have 
only a few hundred voters and that others have 
thousands. Very good. But still, in this 
democratic-it is supposed to be democrat1c'­
country there is a £,ar greater anomaly than 
that. Is the present Government prepared to 
deal with that anomaly? I refer to the ex­
istence of the other Chamber. There we have 
forty odd members with power to thwart the 
wishes of 250,000 electors. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. ALLEN: We have heard nothing about 

what is to be done with that Chamber. Com­
ing back to the other point. Does this pro­
posed Bill make provision for proportional 
representation? It is a fair thing that we 
should: know that. I do not think that any 
Bill is making provision for better representa­
tion that does not contain tha.t principle. Cer­
tainly one member represents, in some cases, 
a constitutency with 1, 000 electors, and in 
another constituency 7,000 electors. 

Mr. BoucHARD: How many do you repre­
sent? 

1\'[r. ALLEN: Well, I represent them better 
-than you do. There are two cases-T'oowong 

[Mr. C oyne. 

and Woolloongabba, for instance-where the 
sitting members represent 4,500 votes, and 
there were 4,000 votes cast against them which 
are no.t represented at all. 

Mr. BouCHARD: They are represented by 
the majority vote. 

Mr. ALLEN: Well, it is only right that 
!.he minoritv should be conside,red sometimes. 
(Government laughter.) Any Bill making 
provision for the better representation of the 
people, should provide for all classoo of the 
community being represented. We have had 
the Premier of late complaining that 83,000 
electors in Queensland had got three senator·s, 
and 80,000 electors had not got any senators, 
and he said that was not right. But what did 
he say thre,e years ago, when the 3,000 votes 
were the other way? 

The PREMIER : WhBn did I say all this? 
Mr. ALLEN: I do not remember the exact 

occasion. I am speaking from memory. Is 
it not right? 

The PREMIER: It is quite' right. (Laughter.) 
l\1r. ALLEN: I do not know if I am right 

or not. (Government laughter.) I trust that 
the Bill will make provision to meet with these 
difficulties. It is only a fair thing that the 
Minister in charge of the Bill should ten us 
what the Bill is going to contain. He has 
apparently told the Courier' and thB. Daily Mail 
and the other penny papers, and yet he will 
not tell us. Have' we not as much right to be 
considered as those papers? 

Mr. MURPHY: Did he tell the Worker? 

Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory): Whatever dis­
courtesy a Minister may extend' to an. ordinary 
member of the' Opposition, I think that when 
the leader of the Opposition asks a question 
that he is entitled to get an answer. If t!.e 
leadBr of the Government expects the leader 
of the Opposition to give him assistance in 
getting; through his business during this ses­
sion, I think it is only right that the leader of 
the· Opposition should be shown every cour­
tesy, not only by the' Chief Secretary but .,by 
every Minister on that front bench. This Bill 
is said to provide for the better representation 
of the people of Queensland in Parliament. 
We do not know that. We do not know who 
are going to be the commissioners, and we 
do not know if commissioners are going to be 
appointed to fix the boundaries. Members 
on this side of the House are totally in the 
dark as to the nature of the Bill. We know 
that the details of this Bill and every other 
Bill about to· be introduced this session was 
submitted to all the members sitting behind 
the Government when thBy were down on the 
"Lucinda" the other day. 

Mr. CoRSER: It would be a big contract to 
do tha.t. 

Mr. HAMILTON : ThB' Courier gave us to 
understand that that was done. 

Mr. CORSER: The Courier was not there_ 
Mr. HAMILTON: vVe were given to under­

stand that the provisions of the' Bill were suhc 
mitted to the members of the Government 
party. When the present members sitting .in 
opposition were sitting behindl thB PremJer 
we were not considered in the same spirit as 
that. We had net any idea what programme 
was going to be submitted during the session, 
or what measures it contamed. So that the 
Premier is evidently more condescending to 
his preBent supporters than he was to us when 
we sat behind him, and' yet we placed him 
in power and kept him there for some time. 
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I thiRk that the leader of the Opposition is 
entitled to a re,ply from the Minister, and if 
he expects to :receive courteous treatment 
from the leader of the Opposition I think it 
is his place. to giv0 the information that is 
asked for. 

Ivl:r. J M. HUNTER (lJ.faranoa): I am of 
the impression that the position of Ministe~ial 
office suffers nothing in dignity by extendmg 
courtesy, not only tothe leader of the Oppo­
sition. but also to ordmary membeTs. For the 
second time to-day Ministers have refused to 
a.nswer questions asked of them. The Trea­
surer Tefused to answeT a question put to him 
by the hon. member for Cairns, and 1t caused 
a certain amount of time to be wasted', and 
now we have the Home Secretary declining 
to gratify the. curiosity. of the _leader of the 
Opposition. To my mmd rt lS more than 
euriosity. 

OPPOSITION MEJVIBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The leader of the 
Oppositi<~n is entitled to _the information which 
he is askmg frmn the Mmrster. (Hear, hear!} 
A considerable portion of the time of the 
House would have been saved if that question 
had been answered. These things have 
cropped up early in the session, and I hope it 
will lead to a better understandmg between 
the Government and the Opposition. We are 
desirous of seeing the programme of the 
Government put before the House, at any 
rate, and whatever good business. there might 
be in it will have to be taken out, and made 
use of. I do not think the proper methods 
are being adopted by the Government in taking 
up the stand they have this afternoon. Per­
sonally, I hope that it. will be discontinue4, 
and whether it be the leader of the Opposr­
tion or the leader of the remnant-(laughter} 
-t.hey have their rights. 

A GOVERN~iENT MEMBER: Vi'here is he? 

Mr. J. M. HuNTER: The leader of the 
remnant is not here just now, but he was 
very much in evidence this . afternoon. 
(Laughter.) However,_ though thmr r:umbers 
are small, they have JUSt the same nghts a$ 
every other member of this House, and he 
has let the Government know that he is en­
titled to get information, and if he does not 
get it he will need to be told the reason why. 

Mr. BOUCHARD: I am rather ·surprised 
at the curiosity exhibited by members on the 
other side. It is within my recollection that 
when the one adult one vote franchise was 
being conferred that the Premier of the Go­
vernment who introduced that measure and 
passed it into law intimated to the _ParHament 
of the time that later on he would mtroduce a 
Redistribution of Seats Bill. Well, a few years 
have passed since that measure was passed, and 
personally I think that (he time ha~ arrive_dl 
when a Bill should be mtroduced mto tbs 
House which should give effect to what was 
promised by the Premier of the Government 
that passed that mea.sure. I recogmse amongst 
those members on the other side of the House 
many members who clamoured for that, and 
who clamoured that there should be one vote 
QllO value--

Mr. MuLLAN: Are you going to give us one 
vote one value? 

BOuCHARD: If hon. members on the 
side will only wait a little while they will 
their curiosity satisfied. 

Mr. ALLE": Why should we wait? It 
appeared in the CoUJ·ier last week. 

Mr. FERRICKS: They told Hertzberg all 
about it on the "Lucinda." 

Mr. BOUCHARD: I venture to say that if 
all the members of this House are genuine ar4 
sincere they will endeavour to ·see _that 
various electorates of Queensland wrll be rb 
presented by--

A LABOUR MEMBER : The Labour party. 
(Opposition laughter.} 

Mr. BOUCHARD: At any rate, that the 
electorates are somewhat equal in proportion. 
When we come to consider that there are cer-· 
tain members in this House representing some 
600. 700, or 800 electors--

Mr. ALLEN: That is not true. 
Mr. BOUCHARD: Who have the same 

voting power in this House as a member re­
presenting 6,000 0 r 7,000 electors--

Mr. ALLEN: Say 16,000. 

Mr. BOUCHARD: I would appeal to hon. 
members.on the other side-(Opposition laugh~ 
ter and interruption}-whether it is a fair 
thing. Members ·of the Labour party have 
clamoured for one vote one value. 

Mr. MULLAN: Are we going to get it? 

Mr. BOUCHARD: If hon. members on the 
other side will only possess themselves for a 
little while, they will have their curiosity 
satisfied. I do not profess to be in the con­
fidence of the Government. I am like they 
are-waiting with curiosity to see what this 
me·asure will reveal. At any rate, I think it 
is high time that a measure was introduced 
which would confer upon the various elec­
torates in Queensland equal representation-a 
measure which would be more in keeping with 
the strength of the electorates. I heartily wel­
come the Bill, and will promise the Govern­
ment my support in passing a measure of th;"· 
sort. I will assist them in the introduction 
of this Bill. I can quite understand that hon. 
members on the other side, who are represent­
mg perhaps a few hundred electors, being 
somP.what timorous. (Laughter.) 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. BOUCHARD: Being somewhat tim­

orous about the introduction of a measure 
which might deprive them of a seat in this 
House. 

Mr. ]'ERRICKS (Bowen),: I did ·not intend 
to make any remarks on the formal stage of 
these matters, but I just want to dissent to 
some of the sentiments that have he·en ex­
pressed on thi~ side of the House. It has been 
said that the Government caucus fixed up this 
matter on the "Lucinda." This matter, in 
my opinion, was fixed up bv Mr. Hertzberg, 
president of the Merchants' Association in 
Brisbane. It was passed on for them to look 
at-it was pushed down their throats. It was 
very apparent after the Federal elections­
there was a great deal said in regard to the 
position of the Premier. It was common talk 
about town that he was of no use to anybody. 
and anybody could have him at their own 
price. The Merchants' Association of Brisbane 
wa.nted to know what he was going to do af~er 
the Federal elections, and they invited hrm 
down on the "Lucinda," and gave him ·to 
understand that they wanted a candid expres­
sion of opinion, and he told them, as reported 
in the Press, that they could have _exactly 
what they wanted. What they wante<)rs m'?re 
centralisation, and this is the way m whwh 
they are obtaining it. This same Governm~nt 
-the same party that j)reached decentralrsa­
t'on at the Federal electrons for all they were 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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worth-the same people that advocated the 
glorious freedom of (~ueensland, and all that 
sort of thing-are now going a step .furth~r 
in enlarging the autonomous power m Ens­
bane at the expense of the other parts of 
the State so far as we are aware from the 
mere me~tion of the Bill to be brought in. 
We have no details; but this information was 
given to Mr. Hertzberg and his friends on 
board the "Lucinda," at the Merchants' 
Association dinner, and it is only fair that the 
leader of the Opposition should be given, and 
the members of the party should be given, 
the courtesy of the information supplied to 
the Merchants' As3ociation and the daily 
Press. 

Mr. RYAN (Barcoo): This motion has been 
moved by the Home Secretary, and I p:r;esume 
any Minister who moves this House IS pre­
pared to give some reason why this House 
should pass tha,t motion beyond the mere 
fact that he moves it. The leader of the 
Opposition has very courteously asked f'?r 
some reason-he has asked whether a certam 
commission is to be appointed with regard 
to a redistribution of seats, and the Home 
Secretary after some silent collaboration with 
the Premier, has refused-I think. contrarJ:' to 
his own inclination-to give any mformabon. 
We have received some information from the 
hon. member for South Brisbane. 

Mr. ALLEN: The deputy Home Secretary. 
Mr. RY AN: He• protests he is not in the 

confidence of the Government, but he· throws 
out to us that this measure is intended to 
makE' one vote one value. The :Minister bas 
not deigned to tell us that. He has asked us 
to pass 'a resolution, and he has given us abso­
lutely no reason for doing so, except the fact 
that· he movBs it, and he has the brute force 
of the party behind him; and I, for one, wish 
to protest against that adion on the part of 
the Home Secretary aJ;!d on the part of the 
Hon. the Premier. I think the hon. member 
for Gregory put the position well when he said, 
if the Minister refuse•d to let any common or 
O'arden member, such as myself and other 
~nembers sitting on this side of the House, 
know he mio:ht at least give our leader the 
infor~ation .;_,hich he desired' in this particu­
lar case. I think the ca.se is one which 
demands that members sittin.o: on this side of 
the House should voice their feelin~s. and that 
is the reason I have ris·en in my place to say 
a word on this particular question. for I feel 
the Minister is wrong in the attitude he has 
taken up. I have• no doubt the Government, 
with the stren?th of the party behind it, can 
carry through the introduction of this measure, 
or ,;et leave to introduce it without giving us 
an~' information; but still I think it is riP"ht 
we should enter our protest a<!ainst such dis­
courteous conduct on the T'a.rt of any JYiinister. 

Question put and passed. 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 1. 
ME~tSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER annou11ced the 
receipt of a messagE' from the Legislative 
Coun<Sil, returning this Bill without amend­
ment. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESUMPTION OP DEBATE. 

Mr. BO\VMAN, who. on riEing, was received 
with cheers, ·said: Mr. Deputy Speaker,-I just 
wish to congratulate you upon the position you 

[Ur. Ferricks. 

occupy as Deputy Speaker, and to express my 
regret at the cause of the absence of our 
Speaker, Mr. Bell, and I sincerely trust that 
he will soon be well enough to resume his 
duties in this House. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BOWMAN: As you know, my health 

of iate has not been too good, and I have been 
advised by my medical adviser to go slow, 
and I intend to take his advice during this 
session. I would first like to congratulate the· 
hon. members who moved and seconded the 
Address in Reply yesterday. While not agree­
ing with many of the statements that were 
made by them, I think myself that they; 
were well worth listening to. (Hear, hear !) 
The junior member for Maryborough, Mr. 
Booker, gave us some rather interesting in­
formation, which is known probably to mo·st 
members-but still I was rather pleased to ' 
hear it come from the hon. member-when he 
referred to the prosperity in Queensland, and· 
particularly in respect to the amount of build­
ing g.oing on, estimated to cost some hundreds. 
of thousands of pounds. We have been led 
to believe in the past that if ever the Labour 
party gained ascendance in either the State 
or Commonwealth Parliament that capital was• 
going to fly out of the country. But the hon. 
member yesterday furnished us with sufficient 
proof that it had not been scared at the 
return of the Federal Labour party during the 
last Federal elections. 

Mr. F'ORSYTH : The contracts were all let. 
Mr. BOWMAN: We have heard that story 

before-that is one of the hon. member's old 
gags. It is an old chestnut. I would like to· 
say a. few words in reference to the Federal 
elections. I notice little has been .said either 
by the mover or seconder of the Address in 
Reply, and very little has been said in the 
Speech on the subject. Not more than one 
line-things were not as satisfactory from a 
financial point of view as the leader of the 
Government would have desired. I remember 
the leader of the Government taking a trip 
some few years ago, and when he landed on 
Australian soil-he had no sooner landed than 
we got a wire sent from Western Australia. to 
Brisbane stating that he was a.fter the ·scalp 
of the Federal Labour party, and he was 
going to wage war against them. 

The PREMIER: Quite incorrect. 
Mr. BOWMAN: I am simply taking the 

report as we got it in the Press, and it i& 
not the first time I have heard him on the 
floor of this House say he would d.o his best 
to defeat the Labour party. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BOWMAN: That fight we have en­

gaged in, and all the big guns of the Go­
vernment party were centred in one electo­
rate particularly-that was Wide Bay-with 
the object of defeating the present Prim" 
Minister of Australia. In fact, the present 
Premier became prophetic on that occasion. 
(Opposition laughter.) He even ventured this 
statement: "As sure as the sun will rise to­
morrow, Andrew Fisher will be beaten for 
Wide Bay." (Opposition laughter.) The sun 
did rise and Mr. Fisher was returned, and 
with as mao;nificent a victory to his credit as 
was ever given in Australia. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. FERRICKS: "And so I beat the 

favourite" ! 
Mr. BOWMAN: Most of the leading State 

politicians were brought into the conflict 
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d).lring the last Federal fight; and there is no 
doubt about the effo-rts put forth by the Pre­

mier and his colleagues, who 
(7.30 p.m.] travelled far and near to exercise 

their influence. Judging by the 
result of the recent :Federal elections there is 
a very hopeful outlook for the Labour party. 
Dealing with the Speech, there will probably 
be many Bills brought before us during the 
session upon the principles of which we may 
agree. but as to whose details we will be at 
variance with the Government. In regard to 
some there will be hostility. 

An OPPOSITION l\1En!BER: vV ar to the knife! 

Mr. BOWMAN: The first is in reference to 
the redistribution of seats. I was anxious to 
get from the Home Secretary some idea as to 
the principles of the measure so that I might 
be in a position to better direct my criticism 
in regard to the matter. I am not going to 
promise to give the Bill any support; I am 
going to wait till I see it; but if a redistribu­
tion of seats is going to take place, I hope 
the Western districts will not be penalised as 
<eompared with larger centres of population. 
While there are anomalies existing here, this 
is not the only place where they exist. In 
the British House of Commons much greater 
anomalies exist in regard to the electorates 
than is the case in Queensland. Even taking 
the population basis, so far as the Senate of 
the :Federal Parliament is concerned, the 
States of New South vVales, Victoria, and 
'Queensland, which have greater populations, 
have just the same numerical strength as thf' 
States of Tasmania, South Australia, and 
Western Australia. What I am anxious to 
conserve is the rights of those who live in 
sparsely populated districts. I think there 
should be a wide margin between a metro­
politan or suburban electorate as compared 
with an electorate in the far West or thA 
extreme North. With regard to the proposed 
amendment of the law relating to the sal'.' of 
intoxicating liquors, we, as a party, have 
always had a very definite line of policy. from 
which we have never deviated-namely, the 
State control of liquor, with the view of ulti­
mate prohibition. While I have not the 
remotest idea of the present Administration 
taking up that line of policy, if I cannot get 
State control, I am prepared to assist in 
amending the licensing laws where we might 
be' able -to check the evils of intemperance 
such as we know them in Queensland to-day, 
and I hope something will be done to bring 
our liquor legislation more up to date. Thc­
next question to which I will refer is in 
rPfer~nce to the referendum to :tscertain 
whether a certain subject now excluded from 
the curricnlum should be taught in our State 
schools. On this matter I was one who cast 
a votB for the referendum, >tnd it is a vote 
that I more de,mlv regret than anv othe~ I 
f'Ver cast. I be1ie.;;e thet in casting- rny vote 
for that r~ferendum I was one who was 
]nqtrunctental in. having- that ref<Jrendum sub­
mitted to the people; and, while I am of 
opinion that the referendum should be annlied 
to most ,,ubjects that nomA up for considera­
tio-n in this House. I bAlieve that thB JinA 
should he drawn at religious questions. About 
a fortni<rht arro H, deputation representing the 
:Rihle in RtatA Schools League in :Fortitud~> 
Vall<'y nointed nut tn me tha,t a maioritv of 
000 had deolarPd in favour of Bible 'teachinv 
in Rt>ttA schools, and wanted t0 know who-'c 
wo•1ld he P"V at.titl'd" :;vhPn the Bill oame 
befor<> th" Home. I t.olcl them what J have 
told this House to-night about the vote I gave 

in favour of the referendum; I also said that 
I would oppose the Bill, and do all I could to 
defeat it. I know what it means to me. I 
know that I shall have t<:> face th" music, and 
I am prepared to face the music. I would 
much rather be put out of this Chamber than 
g1ve a vote against what I believe to be right. 
(Hear, hear!) That is why I will go against 
the Bill being passed-not from an irreligious 
point of view, because I am a man who 
believes in religion. And there is a diversity 
amongst ministers of religion and others on 
this question. The minister who preceded the 
present minister of the denomination to 
which the Minister for Lands belongs was 
hostile to eny interference with the present 
system; and every member of my party is 
anxious that the secular svstem should remain' 
as it is at the present time. We have been 
free up to the present from sectarian bitter­
ness in Queensland as compared with any 
other State-(hear, hear !)-and we can be 
thankful that we have gone so far in our 
history without interfering with each other in 
the matter of religion. As I have stated 
before to-night, religion is largely a question 
of circumstances in life. vV e have been born. 
cradled, ""nd nurtured to it, and it would not 
matter whether we held one faith or another. 
I think we have a right to respect every 
man's creed. but I do not see how we can do 
that if we allow Bible teaching in our State 
schools, and I believe it will be the beginning 
of very serious trouble with respect to the 
relations existin<r between the respective sects 
as comp:tred with what we have enjoyed for 
many years in Queensland. (Hear, hear!) It 
means the subsidising of religious instruction 
in our State schools. How many men in this 
House have been prepared to advocate from a 
public platform any measure in favour of 
denominational aid? Every man, irrespective 
of his creed, has recognised that the present 
secular policy is a safe one for th<> State, and 
I think it is a pitv that it is going to be 
disturbed. Then there was the time at which 
the referendum was taken. It was foisted on 
the country at the time of the Federal elec­
tion, and the Premier was not prepared tr> 
have a day set apart for taking the referen­
dum. When the referendum was passed we 
said we would go on different platforms and 
fight, but I know there were members in t.h<> 
metropolitan area who did not ventilate the 
question because they believed it would affect 
the eh an ces of their party at the time. I 
believe if the referendum had taken olace at 
a time when every member who disbelieves in 
any alteration nf the present system-and a.ll 
those clergymen and adherents outside-cmxkl 
have fought the matte1' as they might heve 
done. the r~>s11lt would havfl been verv 
different. I believ!'l that the Department of 
Puhlic Instruction for some years have reg>tr­
ded our curriculum as a very necessary one for 
i-.he eclunat.ion of our children. We will want to 
know, whrm the Bill is before the House, what 
part of the curricnlum is to be dropped out 
in order to surstitutA Bible te,ching. Mv 
nwn <minion is tha-t there are three avenues 
for the religious education of our children­
one is th0 church, th<> other is the Sundav 
school. and the other is the home. . 

OPPOSITION MEiiiBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BOWMAN: But to brino· it into a 
State school, what does it mean? You ask 
men and women-some who have no b<>lief in 
the Bible at all. and some who may have a 
dog-ma that they honestly helieve in-should 
such men and women be asked' as teachers to 
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go into our schools and teach something that 
they do not believe? Then the entrance of 
our ministers into the school during school 
ho.Urs is, to my mind, the worst feature of all. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

lYir. BOWJ\IAN: The clergymen of this 
State fDr very many ye·ars have had an oppor­
tunity of visiting our schools either before or 
after school hours. If the parents of these 
children who have cast their vote for a refe-ren­
dum believe that it was necessary that they 
should get religious instruction at the hands of 
the clergyme·n in a State school, I think we 
might well ask why those children were not 
asked to go to school either before, or remain 
after, school hours, -so that they could get re·-
1igious instruction which their parents believe 
is nece•ssary for them; but why introduce it 
during school hours? I say it is the beginning 
of sectarian strife, which I think few members 
of this House would care· to see brought about. 
I trust that the House will, either on the 
second reading or in the Committee, be• able 
to defeat the Bill, so that we will n<Jt have any 
alteration in a system that. has worked so• ad' 
mirably fDr very many years.. Our Church of 
England friends have• their private. sch<Jols, and 
Dnr Roman Catholic friends have also their 
private ·schools, and they are paying for them; 
but we to-day purpose to really give a subsidy 
for our clBrgymen to go· into our schools to 
teach, and yet we have denied that subsidy 
t<J others. It may be said: " Do you believe 
in majority rule," or "Do you believe in the 
principle of referendum?" I think I have ex­
plained that I do believe in the principle of 
a referendum, but with one exception, and 
~hat is anything inte>rfering with our religion, 
Irrespective of what denomination it is. I 
would like the country to understand that the 
opposition I am giving to this Bill it not from 
an irreligious standpoint at all, but to try and 
prevei)t anything of a sectarian feeling creen­
ing into our State·, which I think we can do 
best without, and that is the attitude taken 
up by every member of the party sitting be­
hind me to-day .. That is t~e object which I, 
as leader, have 111 addre•ssmg myself to this 
question as warmly 'a.s, I have d<Jne. It has 
been said that it works well in other States. 
Perhap:s the leader of the· Gove-rnment when 
reply.ing may ~ell us, or the Secretary for 
Pubhc InstructiOn may be able to give us 
some statistics, but I want to know whether 
our children do not compare- favourably with 
those in the States whPre thev have had rP­
lidous tBaching in the State- schools. I think 
we come· out even hehe·r tha.n any <Jf then1. 
I am not findin!l' fault with those people who 
ha~e worked ha:d to trv and secure what they 
heheved was r•!!ht. As I <'.xplained to the 
deputa.tion, I '?;ve them credit for what thBy 
are dom!!. anc'l I exP<>ct them to P'ive me fhCl 
so.me credit. I am takinrr, at any rate the risk 
of losin<r my <eat in Fortitud" V a.lJ,~. with a 
majnrit:v of RI)(), which I C!o n,-,+ trouHA al--on+. 
.As I ha.ve aJr,ady said. I w,-,uld !!o out of this 
House to-night rB.thPr tha.n cast a vote in 
favnnr of a nrincinJe that T did not reliev-q in. 
and I will taka that stand irrespectivB of +hA 
consermenc"s that may foll~w. I thiPk that 
tb" '11Buse in the SnPeoh r-elatinrr +0· the ~Dn­
solirJa.tion "f our lanC! laws is on;. tha.t. will re 
welcOn:J"Cl bv >tll ,jrJ+><J nf the>. Hrmse. (l::r""r. 
h<'ar!) The Acts which WE'. have now-and vou, 
Rir. h!lvp. t~ko."l nar+ in tl,p +rn.mlno- ('If tholYl 
from time to time-have become very cumber­
Fl,..,l'YlA ;n...:feAd.. T hr .... n.p,t +h~J. RR WR ~'~'A r>fln~··)li­
dating these Acts, the Minister for Lands, dur­
ing his administration, will endeavour to givB 
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a little more encouragement to a pi:inciple­
which this party has always placed b<lfore a.ny 
other form of tenure-that is the leasehold 
tenure~so that peo·ple may have a better 
opp<Jrtunity of taking land up under that 
tenure than has hitherto been afforded, either 
by himself or by his predecessors. Another 
item of interest, and one on which I spoke 
during last session, is the question of provid­
ing water in our agricultural and pastora.l dis­
tricts. Those of us who have had any experi­
ence in the West know that while we may 
ha.ve a run of goocl se•asons, there is always the 
da.nger of a periooical drought which plays 
havoc with stock, and causes great a.nxiety 
to tho'Se who have stations or .e:razing fa.rms. 
I think money spent. in this direction is money 
well spent. I think we have paid too little 
regard/ in the past to those districts in 
West where you have to· travel 40, 50, or 
miles of a stage without water. 

Mr. P AYNE : One• hundred miles. 
Mr. BOWJYIAN: I ha.ve gone from 40 ro 

60 miles myself on a bike without getting 
a drink. It is bad enough when you are on 
the bike and can cover the country in pretty· 
quick time, but it is worse when you have 
stock travelling from place to place, and it 
is very hard that the Government have not 
seen fit before now to do more than they ha.ve 
done in tr1e direction of giving greater facili-· 
ties for water, either in the form of tanks or 
bores. I find here that there is an agitation 
by the Government for the construction of 
a geand trunk line running north-west and' 
soui;h-east across Vv estern Queensland, con­
necting our three main ra.ilway systems. I 
am one of ·those who ha.ve always favoured 
the linking-up Df our present main lines, be­
lieving that it will give greater facilities for 
getting stock in time of drought to places 
where they could be put on good grass and' 
water; but from the correspondence which I 
have read in the Press from men who seem: 
to know something about the proposa.l, I think 
tha.t one is not over-estimating the case when· 
he sa.ys that this line will cost some millions of 
pounds-that is, to carry it from its starting 
point to Camooweal, the terminal point. r 
would very much favour the giving of fa.cili­
ties to the men who are at present primary 
producers in agricultural districts, who have­
been ba.ttling for years to try and get r>;Lil­
way communication, and who have to com­
pete very unfairly with those who have easy 
access to a market for their products. When 
the Minister for Railways and the Premier 
were at Pittsworth turning the sod of the 
Pittsworth-J\ililmerran Railway line,. the Min­
ister stated tha.t there were about forty rail­
ways that had been asked for. He was asked, 
" Do you get many a.pplications for rail­
ways?" and he said, " We are getting them 
every other day." I believe the desire of this 
House is to give greater facilities to these 
men who have done so much in the way of 
more closely settling Queensland than would 
have been done had they not had a hope 
tha.t they would get railway communication .. 
(Hear, hear!) I would never refuse to vote 
for a railway if it can be shown that tllere 
is a prospect- of the line paying, particularly 
in agricultural districts, because we a.ll kn~w 
the disabilities which settlers in those dts· 
tricts have to encounter, esoecially in wet 
weather. I would very much- prefer that the 
Government should continue to build these. 
Jight railway lines into our agricultural d~s­
tricts rather then venture upon the btg 
scheme which has been outlined in the 
Governor's Speech-the trunk line from below-



Address in Repl_y. [13 JULY.] Add1·ess in Reply. 39 

Charlcville right out to Camooweal. I was 
reading Mr. Corfield's letter this morning, 
and also 'anD.ther Jotter from one 'of our 
north-western friends. I think Mr. Corfield, 
who was formerly a member of this House, 
favoured the transcontinental line as advo­
cated by Sir Thomas Mcllwraith rather than 
the line proposed at the present time. Of 
course, no member on this side of the House 
could have entertained the principle of that 
line fDr one moment, because it simply meant 
the giving a.way of a great deal of our land; 
and I believe it was largely blocked by the 
instrumentality of my hiend, the hon. member 
for Leichhardt, by means. of the gridiron map, 
which will ever be associated with his memory. 
Among the measures to be brought forward 
is a Police Offences Bill. We tried to get 

from tho Minister some informa­
[8 p.m.} tion a.s to what was contained in 

this Bill, and he told us that he 
thought that there would be some elimination 
of some of the clauses that were in the Bill 
introduced last session. I perused the Bill 
which was presented last session, and I 
thought it was very arbitrary in many of its 
provisions. While I thoroughly agree that the 
police should have greater power than they 
have got to-say to deal with certain criminals 
that we have nnd that we are likely to have 
in our midst, still, many of the provisions 
contained in that last Police- Offences Bill 
were such that I could not honestly support. 
Another matter mentioned, which I think will 
meet with the approval of the whole House, 
is the provision that is golng tq be made for 
the medical inspection of school children. 
(Hear, hear!) I am in hearty sympathy with 
any legislation, or any effort-I do not care 
what Government makes it--that will in some 
measure give relief to our suffering children. 
Good work has been done in the past by an 
oculist traveiling through Western Queensland. 
But we are promised now that the Govern­
ment will go further than merely having an 
oculist to attend to the eyes of the children. 
It is proposed to have medical inspection 
which will include looking after bad teeth, 
and attending to affections of the nose and 
ears and other ailments that the children may 
suffer from. (Hear, hear!) While I think all 
that is very necessary in the far-out Western 
districts of Queensland-and I would not hesi­
tate at all in saying that those far Western 
districts should receive the first treatment be­
cause they have not got the same facilities 
that are to be obtained in the coastal districts 
where there are hospitals and plenty of doctors 
who can be consulted at much less expense­
while, therefore, I say that the Western dis­
tricts should receive first a.ttention, still, this 
is a matter which should not be confined to 
the Western districts. but should be introduced 
in the coastal districts as well. The Education 
Department of New South Wales realise that 
it has been profitable for them to have medical 
inspection of their children. The children 
there are examined periodically, and are 
shown every car<:J and attention, and the result 
is that these children grow up into mature 
healthy manhood and womanhood in'stead of 
growing up as delicate children. We know 
that there are hundreds of our school children 
to-day suffering from aihnents of the nose, ear, 
and teeth, and I believe it will be to our 
advantage to have them examined as they are 
in New South Wales. The cost may be ques­
tioned, but I say that it will be a valuable 
asset if it gives us healthy children who will 
grow up to healthy men and women. (Hear, 
hear !) If we had had such a system of inspec-

tion here during the last few weeks, I question 
very much whether that unfortunate child who 
was taken away from one of our schools suf­
fering from leprosy would have been as long 
in that school as it was before it was dis­
covered. That is one of the things which 
make me think of the urgency of having some­
thing done in the nature of a medical inspec­
tion in our schools. vV e all sympathise very 
much with the mother of that little leper who 
has been sent down to the lazaret, but the 
child was in one of our schools for weeks, and 
it was not detected until the disease began to 
grow very much indeed. If we are to protect 
our children, not only from that disease, but 
from other diseases, it is necessary that 
medical examination should be made of them 
similar to that in vogue in New South Wales. 
Another measure proposed is in relation to 
mining, and will be more suited to the mining 
members in this House. Many of my own 
colleagues know more about the conditions of 
mines and working in mines than I do, as I have 
had no experience of mining; but I can say 
that there is no more hazardous occupation 
followed by men in Queensland to-day than 
mining, and any measure brought down by 
the Minister for Mines that will lessen the 
danger of these men losing their lives, . or 
losing their health, as many of th~m are dm_ng 
to-day, I beli.eve that every_ man Imbued with 
a humanitarian spirit will warmly support, 
because if there is one matter we can all agree 
upon it is in the safety and preservation of 
human life. 

Mr. FERRICKS: We will not have time to 
deal with it. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I sincerely hope that 
there will be time to discuss it, because I 
think that the very first consideration which 
we should give should be to the welfare of 
our people. (Hear, hear!) We should per· 
baps give more consideration to the welfare 
of those who are poor than to those who are 
rich, beC'ause the rich have opportunities of 
being attended to which are not open to the 
poorer classes. Now, I find it says here in 
almost the last paragraph of the Speech-

! regret that the financinl relntions hetwren the 
Commonwealth and the ~Hates are not so S~at.i,.factory 
as could be desired. In the conrerence on the matter 
held last year the represrntatives of QuPenjol.land 
Rtrcepted a settlement which they diil not consider 
quite equitable to the State•. but they knPw the 
occasion cnlled for comprorni~e. anf! fe1t th:tt per­
manencv justified somA sncrificP.. The ~f'hemf'l was 
St1bmitted' to tbe people of Amt.nli". Hl1d, though 
carried by R. !<Ubst,::tntial m:•jority in QuPenshnd. 
ffLiled to secure elsewhere the m}ljorities required by 
the Constitution. 

I am delighted to think that that referendum 
was lost as regards putting it into the Con­
stitution. 

LABOUR MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BOWMAN: And while it may have 

pleased the hon. gentleman who leads the 
Government to-day, and those associated with 
him, and who arc akin to his party through· 
out the Commonwealth, I was more than 
pleased to ·see the fine vote given throughout 
Australia that they would not put it intp 
the Constitution. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BOWMAN: Mr. Fisher, the present 

Prime Minister, has been most generous in· 
deed in giving a ten years' promise. 

OPPOSITION :i\iEMBERS: Hear, hear! and 
Government laughter. 

Mr. BOWMAN: He has given you a great 
deal more than I would give you. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

M1'. Bowman.] 
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The PREMIER: And you are a Queens­
lander. 

Mr. ALLEN: No, an Australian. 
Mr. BOWMAN: I know that the Premier 

has not got a good word to ·say for the Com­
monwealth Parliament. I know that. 

Mr. FERRIOKS: It put him in his place, 
:anyhow. 

'The PREMIER: How many people have put 
me in my place. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BOWMAN: I do not think that this 
State or any other State has anything to 
fear at the hands of the present Common­
wealth Administration. In my opinion they 
have treated the States most liberally; in fact, 
more liberally than they could have expected. 
And far from it being a regret, I have nothing 
but joy at the thought of the referendum 
being lost so far as the financial agreement 
being put into the Constitution was con­
cerned. I see here another interesting item:-

'l'he Estimates for the current year, framed with due 
.regard to economy and to tllH requirements of tlw 
public service. wJJl shortly be l>dd before you. It will 
be found that liberal ~~rovis.iou ha~::; been made for 
improving the position of a 111..1 ge nurnher of the lower­
Sfllaried employees, and my Hdvise1·s hnpe that the 
:propo~ed iuoreast:.s will meet wit.h your abJprovaL 

1\/[r. NEVI1.'T: Sarcasm. 
Mr. BOWMAN: It may be sarcasm, as the 

hon. member for Carpentaria interjects, but 
I am glad to think that patience is getting its 
reward at last. (Gov-ernment laughter.) When­
ever we have had a chance to discuss the 
Estimates-which has been a very rare thing 
during the last few years, owing to the 
me•thods adopted by the present Premier-no 
·party has advocated increases to the lower­
paid members of the public service more 
strongly and persistently than the Labour 
party. \Ve have frequently advocated the same 
thing on the Address in Reply, and I am o-lad 
t<: notice that not only are increases t.;' be 
given to the lower-paid servants in connection 
with the railways, but that increases are also 
to be given to the construction men on strike. 
With the hon. mBmber for Woothakata, I 
have gone to the· Railway Department on more 
than one occasion in the• interest of those men 
<m 1strike. \Ve werB told. this afternoon by 
the Treasurer, in answ-er to a question, that 
the GovBrnment. were only waiting to give 
the mcrease until they finally decided to give 
increases all round to the lower-paid em­
ployees. I tell the hon. gentlemen had those 
men gone back to work, he would have been 
prepar()d to say that 9s. a day was a fair wage 
for their work, and to recommend the- Mini•s­
ter for Railways to fix the wage at that 
amount. I am glad that the men are• going 
to get an mcreas-e, because there are no men 
who· do harder toil for low pay than the men 
'?ngage~ on constructi_on works, particularly 
<111 cuttmgs. There will be no opposition to 
the passing of thosB increases as far as mem­
bers of this party arB concerned. We will 
.cheerfully assist to put that estimate through. 
I am plea;;ed also to notice that e-ven the 
.police are going to receive consideration. 
'\Vhen members of this partv advoeated in­
·cre·ased· pay to the police, tabulated statements 
were· quoted showing the anomalies between 
the pay of the police in Queensland' and the 
:pay of the police in otheT States, and the idea 
of increa;sing their pay was scoffed at by hon. 
members opposite. At last thB police are going­
to get an increase in their remuneration, ;;,nd 
free uniforms-a thing which we have advo­
cated for years, co~tending- that they should 
'be granted free umforms as well as railway 
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officials, water police, and other public ser­
vants. It is well that we should look at some 
of the omissions from this Speech. My friend, 
the hon. memq13r for Leichhardt, has men­
tioned the Trades Disputes Bill, and that is 
the very first omission I have on my notes. 
T'he Trades Disputes Bill was part of the 
famous Rockhampton programme, and we 
were told some time ago that it was agreed 
to by both parties now supporting tbe Go­
vernment when the c-oalition took place. \Ve 
want to know why that measure is now left 
out of the running. When the hen. gentle­
man's colleague, the· Hen T. O'Sullivan as 
Minister for Works, introduced that meas~re, 
tC?a~:ty of the gentlemen who are at present 
s1ttmg behmd the Government were its most 
bitter antag-onists. Have they so influenced 
the Premier that he can no lon!rer identifv 
hi:nself with a Trades Disputes Bili? A Trades 
Disputes Bill was. pass-ed by this Chamber, 
and was defeated m the other House· it has 
been mentioned in the Governor's 'Speech 
year after year; it was even mentioned in 
~he Governor's Speech last session· but there 
IS no allusion to it in this Speech. ' I suppos-e 
the- hon. geJ:?-tl~man will give the same excuse 
for that ormssw_n as he• gave to a deputation 
th.e otJ;er da:y with reference to an Eight Hour 
Bill- no time to pass it." Did the hon. 
?'entlema~ bBlieve !t was ne.cessary to pass a 
Trades D;sputes Bill when It was before the 
House previously? Does the hon. gentleman 
remember _how forcibly he advocated it on 
that o_cc~ston_? Th~n why does he not in­
clude It m this ·sessiOn's programme? He has 
boasted that he was a trades unionist. He has 
boasted that he was associated with the 
Labour unions of Queensland. 

The PREMIER: Never. 

Mr. BOWMAN: Wnv, they hung the hon 
ge·ntleman'·s portrait on "the wall of one of th~ 
rooms m the Trades Hall because he was a 
member of the Ironmoulders·' Union. But since 
then th<Jy have turned the face to the wall 
be•cause they are ashamed of the hon .. R'entle: 
man. Why do the trades unions want a Trades 
Disputes Bill? No one knows the r<Jason 
~e~ter than the hon. gentleman. They want 
It m order that they may have the' right to 
pic~ret. and that they may be able to preserve 
their. funds. They desire that if any man be­
longmg to a umon commits a crime, he should 
be made personally responsible for his act. 
and not the body of men with whom he is 
as~oCJa~ed. A measure providimr for those 
thmgs IS the law to-day in Great Britain. and 
;vet ~e fin4 the-lordly Premier of this State 
Ignorm;; his past promises in reo-anli to this 
matter, and omitting :such a meas~re from his 
programme. Another omission is the promised 
measure. for State· insurance. That also found 
a place m the hon. ge-ntleman's previous pro­
gramme, and I am anxious to learn whv it is 
not included in the list of measures "to be 
l•rouo:ht forward this session. When the 
Workers' Compens":tion Act was passed, it 
was gene-rally admitted that the necessary 
corollarv of that measure was State insur . 
ance. The principle of the Workers' Com­
pensation Act was generally admitt<:ld' by the 
majority of emp-loyBrs in Qu-e,enslandJ, but 
they complained that the rates that they would 
ha.ve to pay to insuranee companies would 
be excessive. and urged the Gcve·rnment to 
provide for State insurance. Have friends of 
the insurance companies persuaded the Pre­
mier to leave that measure alone? 

The PREMIER: They have had: the good 
sense· to leave me alone. 
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Mr. BOWMAN: The hon. gentleman has 
;had the bad taste to leave a State Insurance 
.Bill alone, after having promised the House 
time after time that it would he placed on 
the statute-book of Queensland. Another 
measure which does not find a place in the 

'Governor's Speech-and a measure that no 
hon. member will deny is an important one­
is a Pure :E'ood and .Drugs Bill. We had 
that promised in the last Speech. No mea­
sure '?'Ould be received with more general 
satisfaction than one which would give us 
thorough inspection of all our food and drugs. 
We know thai; at present there is a great deal 

·of adulteration· going- on; and I have heard 
from time to time that the members of the 
Merchants'. Association have been doing their 
best to block people who adulterate their 
goods. They have even reported cases. of 
adulteration in their desire to keep their 
'trade clean. And who are the people of 
Queensland who suffer most from the adulter­
ation of food and drugs? Is it not those with 
.the smallest purchasing power, who are com­
pelled to buy in the cheapest market? Past 
Governments have 1·ecognised the necessity 
for such a measure. Even officers in our Inland 
Revenue Department have recognised this in 
..the past. I have gone into their room and 
have seen stacks of groceries that have been 
<:lOndomned as unfit for human consumption. 
If that was necessary then, surely it is nooes­
.sary now to pass a Bill making it imperative 
that those who sell goods should sell nothing 
but pure goods. I am sure that such legisla­
tion would not meet with hostility from any 
hon. member. Another matier of great im­
portance not only to Brisbane but to the 
whole of Queensland is the question of our 
hospitals. \Ve, as a party, have advoc·ated for 
,some years that the only effective way to deal 
with the hospitals is to make them national 
.hospitals. 

LABOUR l\IEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BOWMAN: We have institutions tha.t 
would be a credit to any State in the Com­
monwealth. Take, for instance, the Diaman~ 
'tma Hospital-one of the most exemplary in­
stitutions to be found in any part of Aus­
tralia, controlled by one of the most capable 
women we have in Queen~land. (Hear, hear!) 
Then there is the Dalby Sanatorium for the 
treatment of consumptives, which is splendidly 
managed by a sympathetic doctor and a good 
.nursing staft. Not only in Bri-sbane but 
throughout the State we largely subsidise the 
hospitals because we believe they are doing 
good work. There are no institutions that 
should be less penalised in the splendid work 
'they are doing than the hospitals. In South 
Australia and Tasmania the hospitals are 
national institutions. I think it was the secre­
tary of the Brisbane Hospital who told me 
that when he went there and was told that 
the State provided the money, he felt that 
there was an incentive on the part of the 
doctore and the officials simply to do their 
work without ever thinking about the troubles. 
they might have in meeting their financial 
'obligations. Even before Federal old-age 
pensions were paid, we recognised our duty 
'in respoot of our aged poor. We rooognise our 
·duty in providing for our unfortunate 
-children who are left fatherless and mother­
.Jess. We have recognised our duty in such 
institutions as the Diamantina Hospital and 

Tialby Sanatorium, where men and women can 
·enter and be treated as if they were paying 
patients. In a hundred and one different avA­
'lllues we recognise our duties in thi·s respect. It 

would not be a charity if we nationalised our 
hospitals so that people would not enter them 
as it they were paupers, but would go there 
as. a right, their maintenance being paid for 
by the rest of the community and by them­
selves also. I regretted to hea.r from an 
answer to a question by the Home Secretary 
that it is not the intention of the Government 
to increase the indigence allowance during the 
present financial year. Anybody who has any 
experience in connection with these indigence 
cases must realise that 5-s. a week is but a 
small amount to help those people to eke out 
an existence. There ,are many men and 
women who are more decrepit than some of 
our old-age pensioners; but, while the la.tter 
receive 10s. a week, these others only ree'eive 
5s. a week. Seeing that the Government have 
been relieved of the payment of old-age 
pensions, and that they will probably be re­
lieved in a number of cases of the duty of 
supporting invalids-because it is a part of 
the policy of the Fisher Government to reduce 
the age at which women shall be entitled to 
old-age pensions from sixty-five to sixty years, 
and to grant invalid pensions to infirm people 
-the Government of the State might pay 
something more than this miserable pittance 
of 5s. a week. Perhaps, if some of us had to 
try and live on that amount, I am afraid it 
would make us raise the question of increasing 
the allowance quick and lively. At the 
Charity Organisation Conference that was held 
last week-I believe it was a. non-political con­
ference-there was a unanimous feeling that 
the amount should be increased, and I hope 
the Government will give a little more in 
deserving cases. 1 am very near the close of 
my remarks, because I do not feel very fit 
to, go on much longer; but before I conclude 
I wish to make one proposition which might 
be considered by this House in the direction of 
saving some expense. I do not know whether 
it will receive the approval of the leader of 
the Government, and I am not troubling very 
much whether it does. or not. I think the 
time has arrived when Queensland can do 
without an Agent-General and the expense of 
keeping one in London. I do not know 
whether the Premier has any ambitions in 
regard to the position himself; but, a.s we 
have a High Commissioner for Australia, and 
we are paying him the handsome salary of 
£5,000 a year--

The PREMIER: And he has nothing to do. 
Mr. BOWMAN: Well, he ought to have 

s0mething to do, and it was the hon. gentle­
ma.n's friend, Mr. Deakin, who 

[8.30 p.m.] appointed him to the position. 
But I want to know what some of 

these other men have to do in the old country. 
If a man is appointed Agent-General, he 
should be a man who does not merely sit in 
the office and attend banquets, as some pre­
vious Agents-General have done. Although 
Sir George Reid was always a political oppo­
nent of the Labour party, I beheve he is one 
of the most capable men you could get to go 
home, whether to attend functions or to be 
a good commercial man ot course is another 
question. I think we might very gravely con­
sider that matter, and I hone the rest of the 
States of Australia will do likewise. I may be 
charged with advocating unification. I have 
never advocated unification. What I am 
doing at present is simQly advocating a 
change whereby I believe a saving could be 
effected, and arrangements could be made 
between the States a.nd the Commonwealth to 
have one centre, and let that man do his duty 
impartially to each of the six States of the 

Mr. Bowman.] 



42 Address in Rep1,y. [.ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

Commonwealth. I think we could do very 
well without the number of Agents-General we 
have at the present time. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, heart 

Mr. BOWMAN: As suggested by the senior 
member for Ipswich, we could really have a 
staff there of Queenslanders who would know 
the work and know what was needed for 
Queensland. We have been told, as I men­
tioned in my opening remarks, by the junior 
member for Maryborough, about the present 
prosperity. I am' never going to judge the 
prosperity_ pf a place by the erection of build­
ings in a place. I do not think that is a 
,.tandard by which prosperity can be measured. 
It is only one of tho signs of the times. The 
seasons have been good for a number of years, 
and they have been responsible for a good deal 
of the prosperity that exists, but in addition 
to that prosperity, which is of advantage to 
comparatively few, there are numbers in Bris­
bane to-day that Know what the pinch of 
poverty is. Not later than to-day I got an 
estimate from the Home Office that there was, 
roughly speaking, 500 souls, not later than the 
middle of last month, who got pauper relief in 
Brisbane. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: With a Labour Govern­
ment in power. 

Mr. BOWMAN: I am talking about your 
Government. That is in Brisbane to-day, but 
of course there are many in other districts. 
'l'hat brings me now to the last matter on 
which I am going to touch to-night. We 
should, I think, curtail. our expenditure-! 
would cut it out altogether-in regard to im­
migration. I would cut out the £50,000 alto­
gether at the present time, because we know 
there are men and women-numbers of them 
come to me week after week that I might try 
and get them a job-who are absolutely disap­
pointed with the misrepresentations that are 
made by the agents in the old country in 
regard to the glowing accounts they receive 
of Queensland. I do not know what the 
system is-probably when we get on the Esti­
mates, or the Financial Statement, we shall 
have an opportunity of dealing more fully with 
the matter and get more detailed information 
than can be got on the Address in· Reply. 
Therefore I will reserve any further criticism 
I may have on the administration till we come 
to the Estimates, and wiJI deal with the indi­
vidual Bills as they come before us. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, heart 

The PREMIER, who,' on rising, was re­
ceived with Government cheers, said: I wish 
to say, in all ~incerity, that I regret very much 
to hear that. my hon. friend opposite is not yet 
in vigorous health, and that he will have to 
be careful of himself. Apart altogether from 
any personal feeling I may have for an old 
friend, I would much rather that my opponent 
was strong and vigorous. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: Very much rather, although 
I may say the hon. member warmed up ex­
cellently well. (Hear, hear!) He got on to 
some of his old tracks, and really I think he 
forgot that he was not all right again. I have 
pleasure in agreeing with the hon. member in 
the compliment he paid to the mover and 
seconder of the Address in Reply. I think it 
was very well deserved. I say, despite the fact 
that they are supporters of mine, I think they 
made two excellent speeches and dealt wit4 iiJ:e 
Speech better than it is generally dealt with m 

[Mr. Bowman. 

the House. There is one thing I would like to. 
have clearly understood at the beginning. 
When the Borne Secretary, or myself, declined 
to enter into a discussion of details in the in­
troductory stage of a Bill, the "remna.nt" sug­
gested that that was discourtesy to the leader 
·of the Opposition, and. quite a number of 
membBrs on the other s1de of the House got. 
up, parrot-like and echoed the phrase "dis­
courtesy to the' leader of the Opposition." 

Mr. FERRICKS: Not parrot-like. 

The PREMIER: I want to assure the 
leader of the Opposition, who did not make. 
much complaint about the matter-I think he 
knows better-I want to assure him that there 
was absolutely no intention to be discourteous, 
and there was no discourtesy to the leader 
of the Opposition or to other hon. members. 
]!;very Minister will be courteous so far as 
their duties will permit, but this is an impor­
tant matter. I would have hon. members 
understand that there is a heavy session's. 
work before us, if we hope to do the work as 
we ought to do it, and I notioo that, for soml:! 
sessions back, there has been a growmg ten­
dency to ma.ke the introductory stage of a. 
Bill an occasion ·for much discussion and 
waste of time. I do not wish to question the 
right of hon. members to discuss anything 
they like at any time they think fit. I don't 
question the Standing Orders at all, because 
I recognise thBre may be occasions, if the 
Government or anyone else introduce a Bi11 
that is not understood, when it may be a good 
thing to ask what the Bill means, even on the 
introductory stage. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: You used to do that your-
self. · 

Mr. MuLLAN: And will do it again when in 
opposition. 

The PRE::YHER: Yes, quite naturally. i 
point out to hon. members, wh~n a:1 hon. 
member gets up and asks the questwn, 1s such-· 
and-such a thing in the Bill, every other hon. 
member m the Rouse would also have the 
right to ask was another such-and-such a thing. 
in the Bill, and members will see this-1. 
don't want to put them up to any tricks­
(laughter)-they can see for themselves that 
the~" would be unlimited ground for obstruc­
tion and I think €:<Yen the leader of the 
Opposition must admit that it is hardly the 
duty of the Government to assist in such 
things. It is a foolish kind of policy on the 
part of Ministers to refuse to give informa­
tion to hon. members, and, while we desire to 
g-ive members the fullest possible information, 
I claim that under ordinary circumstances 
hon. members know quite well what thA 
general principle of the Bill is, and they have 
ample opportunity of _discussing the principle 
on the second readmg, and of proposmg· 
amendments in Committee. I, therefore, 
suggest, with the common desire to get 
through the lot of very useful work we want 
to get through, that it is desirable not to 
waste time on the introductory stage of a Bill. 
but let it be introduced; then hon. members· 
can see it for themselves, and get all informa­
tion about it. It was, of course, natural on 
the part of the leader of the Onposition to· 
blow off a little steam over the Federal elec­
tions. I do not grudge the Federal Labour 
party their win. I like to win myself, and I 
quite understand that other neople also like to 
win, and I do not grudge th.em their _victory,. 
We often waste a lot of t1me fightmg our· 
battles over again when Parliament meet·s. 
but I am not going to indulge in that now_ 
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I suppose the other fellows got more votes 
than our fellows got, and there is an end of it. 
But the hon. member must not imagine that, 
as far as the election went, I have any per­
sonal cause for dissatisfaction. (Opposition 
laughter.) 

Mr. Bow~lfAN: You went in sackcloth and 
ashes for a week afterwards. 

The PREMIER: I have no personal cause 
for dissatisfaction, and I will tell you why. 
My principal purpose in taking part in that 
election was to get the financial agreement 
carried; and wherever I went I told my 
audienceB that, whoever they voted for, 1 
would rather they should carry the agreement 
even if they chose other candidates. 

Mr. BowMAN: You are on your old shuffie. 

The PREMIER: The result was that in 
every electoraJ division I went to they carried 
that financial agreement. (Opposition laugh­
ter.) You can take it any way you please, 
but it is a fact. I have not connected the two 
things, though I can honestly say that I did 
my best to persuade the people of Queensland 
to accept the agreement, and I was gratified 
when they did it. I take the result of the 
referendum and the election of members with 
the best grace I can~ After all, it is not my 
business; it is the business of the people of 
Queensland and of Australia; and, if they are 
satisfied. there is no reason whv I should com­
plain. But I will say that if ·ever the result 
of an election or a referendum justified the 
warning given before polling-(Opposition 
laughter)---the warning I gave has been 
justified by thB action taken by the new 
Government, and members opposite had better 
remember that bad principles introduced into 
government may hurt themselves as well as 
their opponents. Both in the Fede•ral Parlia­
ment and in this Chambe·r we have in the 
current .session an Bxample of that. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER : How? 

The PREMIER: The leader of the Opposi­
tion dealt in detail with a large number or 
measures ; and I am glad to know that in the 
case of a large number of the Bills to be 
introduced by the Government, though we 
may differ in detail, the leader of the Opposi­
tion and his supporters are willing to discuss 
them on their merits and try to assist in 
making them such measures as ought to be 
passed into law. For instance, there is the 
Licensing Bill. We all know that drunken­
ness is an unmistakable evil, and it is the duty 
of this House, if we can do so by legislation, 
to improve the drinking customs of the 
country. I think the attitude which the 
leader of the Opposition takes up on this 
Bill, and on other Bills of a kindred nature, is 
an exceedingly sensible attitude, and I hope 
that members on both sides will take up the 
same attitude. In this legislation we are not 
likely to agree as to details-that is beyond 
hoping· for. Some members will remember 
that a great deputation once waited on me in 
regard to legislation on this matter, and I told 
them that the only rational way of trying to 
deal with such a question in Parliament was 
on strictly non-party lines. I told them that 
the Government would try to get what infor­
mation was available as to the right lines, and 
would introduce a Bill based on the best linPs 
they could' think out, but the final details 
would depend on Parliament. The Bill to be 
introduced will be brought in on those lines. 

Mr. LRNNON: That is why you want a 
oocond "Whip." 

The PREMIER: No: the reason is because· 
the hon. member for Herbert has been made· 
deputy leader of the Labour party-from that 
we knew there would be trouble ahead. 
(Laughter.) I may express the hope that the 
House will recognise that a measure of this 
kind involves social consequences of great 
importance to Queensland, and that they will 
help the Government, if not to pass the Bill 
the Government introduce, help to pass a Bill 
that will be an improvement on the existing 
law-if they cannot get what they desire in 
the way of ·state control, they will at least try 
to improve the system that now obtains. i 
was glad that the hon. gentleman expressed 
approval of the action of the Government. 
through the' Minister for Education, in regard 
to the medical examination of children. He 
said he hoped we would not cnnfine it to the 
children in countrv districts. I think it is 
our dutv to deal 'first with the children in 
widelv scattered districts, but I would not like 
to think we should stop there. But I think 
our first efforts should be directed to give the 
children of the bush the· advantao:es of mBdi­
cal advice. Now, the hon. gentleman really 
went back to his old form when hB• dealt 
with the increase in salaries. 

Mr. BoWMAN: It is true. 

'l'he PREMIER: It has been his stock-in­
trade and the stock-in-trade of his party. I 
hope he won't take it in an offensive way, 
but they have dealt largely in this way with 
the subject, " Give everybody everything"--

Mr. BoWMAN: Much cleaner than some­
thing you dealt with last session. 

The PREMIER: " Give everybody every­
thing, and don't tax them; knock down the 
income from Customs and Excise revenue, a.nd 
give everybody bigger salaries; nationalise 
the hospita.Is, and increase that miserable 
dole of 5s. a week." 

Mr. ALLEN: Why shouldn't they? 

The PRENIIER: Why shouldn't you? 

:VIr. ALLEN: I would if I were there. 
(Laughter.) 

The PREMIER: I want to point out to 
my hon. friend opposite and his friends that 
they do not seem to see that they have got 
themselves into a terrible tangle on this sub-­
ject. 

OPPOSITION l\1EMBERS: No, no! 

The PREMIER: If the Government do any­
thing good-increasing a man's salary, or su?h 
like-the Labour party make them do rt .. 
(Opposition "Hear·, hear!" and laughter.) 

Mr. BowllrAN: Constant dripping wears the 
stone. 

The PREMIER: If tfie Labour party have 
power to make us do the right thing, and we 
persistently do the wrong thing, does not the· 
fault lie at the door of Lire Labour party? 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! a.nd 
laughter. 

The PREMIER: If we don't nationalise 
hospitals; if we don't increase this miserable 
dole; if we don't give them a Trades Disput<cs 
Bill; and if we don't give them this and rf 
we don't do the other thing-surely if they 
have power to make us do one thing they_ 
have power to make us do another. And 
I here caJl the attention of the deluded sup­
porters of these gentlemen opposite---

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Ah, ah! and' 
laughter. 

Hon. W . .K idston.l 
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The PREMIER: That when this Govern­
ment does anything wrong, or when it fails 
to do something right, the fault is on the 
hon. gentlemen sitting opposite-(Government 
laughter and "Hear, hear !")-and if they are 
not' prepared to accept the responsibilty they 
should give up this "gag" about making the 
Government do it. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. MuRPHY: A humorous Scotchman. 
i\lr. Bowi\IAN: \Ve made you do a good 

-deal in the past that you would never have 
done had the Labour party not been behind 
you. 

The PREMIER:. The hon. gentleman dealt 
very warmly, and at very considerable length, 
with the Bible in State schools. 

Mr. AL;LEN: You didn't carry out your 
promise about that. · 

The PREMIER: I want hon. members of 
this House to recognise how important this 
·question is. To a very large extent, my 
personal opinion is quite in accord with that 
of the hon. gentleman opposite, in regard to 
the merits o£ the question itself. The differ­
ence between the hon. gentleman and myself 
is this, That he fancies he is still the re­
presentative of the people of (.:Jueensland in 
regard to this matter, but I know tha.t in 
regard to this questi<Jn 1 am no longer a re­
presentative of the people of (,jueensland. 

Mr. LENNON: Yon promised to persuade 
the people of Queensland and you did not. 

The PREMIER: And I have no right, 
simply became I happen to be in Parliament, 
to push my opini<Jns on this important ques­
tion down the throats of the people after the 
people have decided otherwise. 

Mr. O'Sur.LIVAN: How ab<Jut the small 
majority? There is really a minority. 

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman talks 
.about a small majority. An even smaller 
majority of the electors gave Queensland 
federation. 

Mr. LENNON: That was not a religious 
matter. 

The PREMIER: It is not a. question of tb*' 
smallness <Jr largeness of the majority. Al­
-th<Jugh the majority is a very fair majority, 
I am not concerned about the size of the 
majority. The imp<Jrtance <Jf this matter lies 
here>, alth<Jngh hon. members opposite do n<Jt 
·seem to see it-that they are destroying their 
own platform. 

OPPOSITION MEli!BERS: No, no! We will 
look after that. 

The PREMIER: The discriminating ap­
proval which the deputy leader of the Opposi­
tion gave to the• principle of the referendum 
this afternoon will kill the referendum in 
Queensland. 

OPPOSITION MEl\IBERS: No; it will n<Jt. 
The PREMIER: Here is a party that goes 

to the country with the referendum as the 
-very first plank of its platform. 

Mr. ALLEN: Not on religions matters. 
The PREMIER: And then they come back 

to the House and say that it is only a referen­
·dum on such que•stions as they approve--" It 
is only the referendum if the people vote as 
we want them." 
·· GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
· The PREMIER: The referendum is an ex­

..OOJlent thing so long as the poople vote as 
we want them. I do not mean to make any 
·disguise about this matter at all. 

Mr. FERRICKS: You cannot do it. 
[Hon. W. K idston. 

The PREMIER: I voted in the negative. 
Mr. LENNON: Did you go out and persuade 

the electors as you promised to do in this 
Hous~? 

The PRE:i'IHER : Like the hon. gentleman 
opposite I had other fish to fry. (Opposition 
laughter.) Which, important as this question 
is. I still considered of greate·r importance 
than this question. 

Mr. J. JYI. HUNTER: You did not fry this 
fish, then? 

The PREMIER: I just want the members 
of this House to clearly understand the posi­
tion of the Government in this mattc·r, and 
to clearly understand their own responsibili­
ties in the matter. 

Mr. FERRICKS: Are y<Ju going to make this 
a non-party question? 

The PREMIER: This has always been a 
non-party questi<Jn in this House. I refused, 
when pressed, as some hon. members know, 
to make the passage of the Bill granting the 
referendum a party quest.ion. I promised the• 
referendum, and my predec:ssors had pro­
mised the referendum, and 1t was the• duty 
of this House, I think, to give the people who 
asked for that referendum an appeal to the 
people. The Parliament of Queensland 
accepted that view without any party pres­
sure of any kind whatsoever. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: The Parliament of Queens­
land accepted that view, and submitted this 
que•.stion to the people of Queensland, and the 
people of Queensland by a "majority voted 
"Yes." 

Mr. O'SuLLIYAN: Some of the pe<Jple. 

The PREMIER: The very same kind of 
majority that auth<Jrised the hon. gentleman 
to sit there . 

GOVERNMENT MEII[BERS: Hear, hear! Cer­
tainly. 

The PREMIER: No other majority' of any 
kind authorised him to sit there. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: There is a majority against 
it in my constituency. The wh<Jle of the 
North is against you. 

H<Jn. R. PHILP: No; it is not. You are 
not the whole of the Nmth, you know-not 
quite. (Government laughter.) 

Mr. O'SuLLIYAN: Seven-tenths of them are, 
anyway. 

The PREMIER: I want hon. members­
part.icularly hon. members opposite-to under. 

stand that I am not discussing at 
[9 p.m.] present the question of religious 

teaching in State schools, as they 
kn<Jw perfectly well I am in accord with them 
on that matter. As I have already told the 
House, I v<Jted in the negative, and, if I had 
to do it again, I would vote in the negative. 
But the majmity of the people who voted dis­
agreed with me on that question, and that 
ends the matter so far as I am concerned. 
If any man says that the people of Queens­
land are wrong, then it was his duty at the 
referendum to go about and persuade them t_o 
do the right thing. If he did not do that, tt 
was his own fault. 

LABOUR MEMBERS interjecting, 
The PREMIER: The people have settled 

the matter. I want hon. members to under­
stand what a referendum means. In regard to 
a particular question that is submitted to the 
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people-a referendum means the abolition of 
representative government. 

GovERNMENT iVlE~rBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: It means direct se] f. 
government. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: Any man in this House 
who attempts to oppOSB thB will of the 
people after they have expressed it, is guilty of 
shocking impertinence. (Labour laughter.) 

A LABOU~ MEMBER: Oh. dear ! 
Mr. MURPHY: Vve will go on being guilty. 

The PREMIER: No matter what party he 
belongs to, and no matter what his own 
opinions are, he is going against the principles 
of democracy. 

GovERNMEN'l' iV1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. LENNON: Surely we can resist the 

tyranny even of a majority. 
Mr. MURPHY: We will have to arm our­

selves yet. (Laughter.) 
The PREMIER: This is the second time I 

have taken part in a referendum in Queens· 
land. 

Mr. HA~ULTON: You lost no time over this. 
The PREMIER: And I was defeated both 

times. 
Mr. ALI.EN: And you will be defeated again. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Are there not proper 
limitations to a referendum? 

The PREMIER: Are there any limitations 
to the rights of the people of Queensland? 

Mr. FERRtcKS: Yes. 
The PREMIER: \Vbat are they? 
Mr. FERRICKS : Conscience. 
The PREMIER: The hon. member for 

Bowen is a limitation. 
Mr. RYAN: You should submit the Bill 

itself. 
The PREMIER: Do hon. members assume 

that they are the masters of the people? 
Mr. ALLEN: \Ve speak for the minority. 

The PREMIER: Is it for you to tell the 
people of Queensland what thei,. limitations 
are, and that you will not permit them to go 
beyond those limitations? 

Mr. ALLEN: \Ve represent the minority. 

The PREMIER: You have no authority 
except the authority which you get from. the 
people of Queensland. On abstract questiOns 
of that kind you should go and argue w1th 
the people of Queensland. Tell the people of 
(Jueensland the limitations of their rights anrl 
get them to observe the limitations you chose 
to put upon them; but, when the people ot 
Queensland act by means of a referendum, 
that ought to settle the matter with every 
democrat. 

GoVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: You may appeal to them 
again to reverse the decision. 

Mr. ALLEN: There will be an appeal, too. 

The PREMIER: I have no objection to 
that. That is quite democratic. 

Mr. ALLEN: Will you give us a second 
referendum? 

'I'he PREMIER: It is perfectly legitimate 
to ask for a second referendum, and I should 
be happy to see the verdict reversed. Do not 

make any mistake about m:y opinion on thi:;, 
matter. I have never made any secret about 
it. 

Mr. ALLEN: ·will you give us another re­
ferendum at the next election? 

The PRE:MIEE;: There may be people who. 
are dissatisfied with their previous verdict, 
and they may have another referendum to­
morrow so far as I a.m concerned. But until 
the people give some indication that they are 
dissati,sfied with their verdict, what right have 
I, or what right has any member in this 
House, to >lrrogate to himself the position thaj; 
he is master? 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER: If any member here is. 

master of the people of Queensland, why does. 
he not tell them where he is right and where 
they are wrong? I think th.<tt members of the 
Opposition are really losing their heads in this, 
matter. (Opposition laughter.) 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. LEN:NON: All the democrats are over on 

your side. (Opposition laughter.) 

The PREMIER : 'This matter is of far more­
importance tha'l the mere question of re· 
ligious education in the State schools. It is 
far more important that members of this 
House, at any rate, should recognise what is 
the first principle of democracy-that the will 
of the people-that the legally expressed will 
of the people of Queensland-should be a law 
unto every public man in Queensland. 

Mr. LENNON; We have heard all those 
heroics before about the invasion of the­
people's rights. 

The PREMIER: I know how strongly some. 
members in this House are ruled by religious 
convictions and by political principles. I have 
not any desire to interefere with any man's 
convictions on this matter, and I want to say 
now that every member in this House can 
exercise his own conscience, that he has no 
responsibility to me whatever. His responsi· 
bility is purely and solely to the people of' 
Queensland. 

Mr. ALLEN: It is not a party question? 
GovERNMENT MEMBERS: No, no! 

The PREMIEH,: I want to show hon. 
members that it is not because I am interested· 
in this particular Bill, or that I am interested 
in the particular question that the Bill deals 
with, but I took the very same attitude on a 
question on which I was very strongly moved, 
on wh;ch I appealed-and my friend, the hon. 
member for Leichhardt, can bear me out in 
this-on which we appealed to the people of 
our district and spent money and time in try­
in_g to persuade them to follow our views, and 
while the people of our own immediate district 
-my own district and my constituents-all 
followed my advice, still. the majority of the­
whole of Queensland was against me, and that 
settled the matter in my mind. 

Mr. ALLEN: It was a secular matter? 
The PREMIER: It settled the matter. 
Mr. RYAN: Was that the question of federa-

tion? · 
The PREMIER: It was a matter which the 

people of Queensland decided by a referendum 
vote. 

Mr. HARDACRE: A secular matter. 
The PREMIER: At that time, I remember, 

there were a number of members who were 
just as conscientious in their objections to the 
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accepting of federation as any man could be 
on the question of the Bible in State 
schools--

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: There is no comparison. 

The PREMIER: Perhaps it being a dif­
ferent opinion from the hon. gentleman's he 
does not consider it of so much importance, 
but these men seemed to consider it of quite 
as much importance, and this was the attitude 
which I took up in this matter on the passing 

.of the Bill in giving effect to the vote which 
I tried to have reversed. This was the speech 
I made on that occasion. It is on page 256 of 
.H an.•ard for 1899-

The people of the colony Lave spoken directly upon 
the matter, and \Ye have lld more l-ight to use our 
positlon in this Huuse to prevent the opinion of the 
majority of the etectm·s of the ~olouy being givtn 
effect to than a member of the French Parliament 
would have. When we agr;:-ed to submit the matter to 
the referendum we, in regard to that particular matter, 
abolbhed representative govermnent, and the people 
have said directly by the1r own vote what tbey want 
·done, and we hnve no more right in the H1attt>r. 

Mr. LENNON: That does not tally with your 
. attitude over the financial agreement. 

The PRE.VUER: That is my po<ition in the matter. 
I lO}'a.lly accer;t the verdict of the majority, but not 
because I think it is a dght verdict. So far as the 
interel:lt.S of the Centn.l district art.:: concerned. I a1n 

, quite persuaded tha.t it is an unwi~e verdict; but wise 
or unwise, the people have ~ettled this matter for 
themselves. 

Mr. COYNE: You wanted Central separation. 
The PREMlE lt : And it is neither for me nor any 

·other member of th1s House to eaU 111 question 
what they have chosen to do. Thi~ is self-ev1dent to 
.any democrat, and to any man \Yho knows What self­
government means it is impossible to attempt to get 
behind the verdict given by the people on this occasion. 

I have already ma.de· clear the attitude of the 
Government on this matter. I consider it my 
.duty to give effect to the legally expressed 
wishes of the people of (~ueensland. The Go­
vernment consider it their duty to bring in a 
Bill to give effect to the wishes of the people, 
and to get that Bill passed, and we will try 
to get it passed. At the same' time it must 
be distinctly understood' that the Bill is not a 
party Bill. I am not the custodian of the 
conscience of any member either of this party 
.or of the party opposite. Members can please 
themselves how thev deal with the measure. 
There is no allegiance to me in this particular 
matter; I am only claiming that members have 
.a duty to the people of Queensland in the 
matter, and I want to point out to those who 
bave advocated the referendum for years, that 
to vote, agamst this Bill is to kill the principle 
of the referendum. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Oh, oh ! No, no! 

_ The PREMIER: What is the good of pass­
mg a Referendum Bill in this House giving 
the people of Queensland the power to vote 
·'~Yes" o.r ''No" on some particmlar ques~ 
twn, when, after they had voted, a majority 
of this House say, "Well, after all, a.s you did 
not vote the way we wanted you to vote we 
do not consider it is a proper vote " ? Do' not 
hon. members understand that they have 
sometimes to take the disadvantage of sound 
prmmpJ.es when they are on the other side­
that they have sometimes to give way for the 
sake of unholding a sound principle, 'although 
it is much aga;nst their conscience to do w? 
All I can •ay is that the most serious blow 
that has <ever been g-iven to the principle of 
the referendum will be given to it if the House 
refuses to pass this Bill. I think that is a 
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matter of far more importance than the giving 
or not giving of religious instruction in State 
schools. I have ma,de it abundantly clear 
what the attitude of the Government is in 
this matter. ~ have made it abundantly clear 
w!!at I thm)l: IS the duty of every member of 
this House 111 regard to this question, and it 
is for themselves to sn whether they_ will 
pass the 1:1111 or not. 1 hmr responsrbrhty is 
not to me, but to the people of Queensland. 
The hon. member gave a general approval of 
the proposal of the Government -to introduce 
a Bill consolidating the land laws but he had 
to bring in .his little fad about giving perpetual 
leaseholds mstead of freeholds-giving prefer­
ence to the leasehold form of tenure. Wben 
the matter comes to bet discussed the hon 
member will probably be surprised-! confes~ 
that I yras a little surprised myself-at the 
figures m connection with this matter. 

Mr. BOWi'IIAN: It has neve·r been encouraged 
by the department. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Every 
form of tenure has been offered under the 
perpetual lease system during the last six 
months . 

The PREMIER: Nevertheless, I am glad 
to kl!OW that the. hon. member recognises 
how Important It Is to conwhdate our land 
laws and bring. them up to date. The hon. 
member reoogmses--as I recognise-that on 
this m~t.ter-and perhaps on other matters--we 
m~y differ as to details. But there is an un­
mrstakable desire to consolidate our land laws 
and b~ing them up to date. If we can amendi 
them 111 the process, I think we should do it. 
The hon. me~ber has _not ~eferred to many 
matters on whwh we d1ffer 111 essential prin­
Ciples. He wili see, as I hope ev,ery member 
of the House _will see, that there is a general 
purpose runml!g through the Speech of His 
Excellency, whiCh may be discovered in two or 
three references-the reference to the grand 
trur;* !me across Western Queensland, con­
nec,.mg up the three main trunk lines, 
and the re,£erence to the necessity of doing 
something permanent in the matter of water 
suppl;r. My own opinion is that if this Hou:;e 
sanctions a sound, broad-minded policy in 
regard to those two matters, it will have taken 
steps that will revolutionise< Western Queens­
land within the next few years. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Can you give us some idea. 
as to wh<;>re this railway is to go from-from 
Thargommclah or from Charleville? 

The PRE.J'IHER: Icannot give you any idea 
at present. I am qmte prepared to be guided 
by expert advice in the matter ev,en by the 
expert advice of such men as th~ hon. m<imber 
for Warrego, who knows the country. I have 
no personal interest in the matter. But I may 
tell the House broadly what my general idea 
is. I want the line to be far enough west to 
open up for commercial purpo<ses all our pos­
sible sheep country, but I do not want it to 
be so fa.r west that it will have only sheep 
country on the eastern side. I do not want it 
to be on the border; I want it to be where 
there will be trade on both sides of the line. 
I want it to open up and make available for 
sheep all the country that we have suitable 
for sheep raising. 

Mr. MULLAN: Are you trying to checkmate 
the Federal Government? 

The PREMIER: What has the· Federal Go­
vernment got to do with the building of this 
railway? · 
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Mr. BowMAN : You said' you would not 
.allow the Federal Government to come into 
·Queensland. 

'J'he PREMIER: Certainly not; nor any 
·other Governme.nt. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. ALLEN: Can't they come if they want to 
for the purpose of defence? 

The PREMIER: Let them try it. I think 
they have about as many transcontinental 
railways on the•ir hands as they are likely to 
build for many years to come. This ought 
to be a Queensland matter. As a matter. of 
fact, . the line is necessary for the effective 
development of our Western country. I ven­
ture to think that if our proposed policy in 
regard to thi:s line is carried out, and an effec­
tive policy for conserving water is adopted, 
those two things will altogether alter the· 
settlement and character of our Western 
country. There are thousands of miles of 
country there that may be• made valuable to 
Queensland, which in time of drought are ~f 
little or no value. The leader of the Opposi­
tion said that he would rather build railways 
into farming districts. I do not give place to 
the· hen. member in a desire to see railways 
built int-o farming districts. The past record 
of the Governments with which I have been 
associated is ample evidence of that; and I 
should be very sorry indeed to think that the 
building of this Western railway would inter­
fere in any way with the building of railways 
lnto those districts along the coast where close 
·settlement is most desired and can be most 
easily attained. 

Mr. BowMAN: What is the approximate 
estimated cost of the Western railway? 

The PREMIER: I would not like to quote 
figures at the present time. I can only ask 
lion. members to deal with the prin_ciple on 
estimated cost of the \Vestern railway? 

Mr. HARDACRE: It is all a leap in the dark. 
It all depends on the merits of the particular 
proposal when it comes before us. We want 
further information. 

The PREMIER: I do not know what the 
hon. member means by a "leap in the dark." 
I consider the matter one of first-rate import­
ance so far as regards the future development 
of Queensland. Accompained by some other 
measures, it is calculated to confer a very 
great benefit on Queensland. But I think I 
have made it clear that I am not pledging my­
self to any details about which I am not 
satisfied myself. We are trying to get suffi­
cient information t-o put before the House to 
justify hon. members in building the rail­
way, and until we are in a position to do that 
we are not likely to make any proposal. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Is the object of this trans­
continental proposal to open up Queensland 
or to checkmate the Oodnadatta overland rail­
way of the Federal Government? 

The PREMIER: I a.m surprised at the hen. 
member for Gregory .. There are few men in 
this House who know the Western country 
better than he does. There are few men 
who know better the immense cm;pmercial 
advantages such a line would confer. 

Jl.'Ir. HA11IILTON: I do not deny that. 
'fhe PREMIER: He has this craze about 

the Federal Government. Why should I 
trouble about the Federal Government? 
(Opposition laughter.) Hon. members. opposite 
remind me of the ma.n who had a pimple on 
his nose, and, whenever he failed to catch 
any remark that other men :made, he (honght 
they were referring to the pimple on his nose. 

(Laughter.) Nothing that the Government 
can do, or that any hon. member on 'this side 
of the House can do, but hon. members on 
the other side imagine it has some reference 
to their friends, the Federal Government. 
(Laughter.) Can they not understand that 
this project was under discussion a long time 
before the present Federal Government got 
there? 

Mr. HAMILTON: No. 
The PRE1\1IER: Why should the hon. mem­

ber say that? It was discussed three years 
ago, at any rat®. 

The SECRETARY ]'OR RAILWAYS: It was fore­
shadowed in the Governor's Speech for the 
first session of last year, too. 

The PREMIER: The leader of the Opposi­
tion was very generous in forecasting the 
money he was going to pay out-lashings and 
lashings of money--and he also referred to 
some directions in which -he would economise. 
One o£ the ways in which he was going to 
economise was by bringing back the Agent­
General from London. He suggested that 
we should nut have an AQ'ent-General. He 
quite approves of his friends, the Federal Go­
vernment, paying a High Commissioner 
£5,000 a year, who has not anything to do; 
but the hon. member thmks we ought to save 
£1,500 or £1,250 a year by doing away with 
an official who has a great deal of useful 
work to do for Queensland, and who is doing 
It. 
. "fr. RYAN: Let the High Commissioner do 
It. 

Tne PREMIER:. Hon. members opposite 
think that, If they abolish the Agent-General, 
they will slate me. (Laughter.) They have 
been telling stories upon this subject month 
after month, election after election, year after 
year, and they have always been fa1sified, and 
yet always they come on with their stories 
afresh. If I had particularly wanted to be 
Agent-General, might I not have been Agent­
General? 

Mr. MuRPHY: You nearly took it two or 
three times, you know. (Laughter.) 

The PREMIER: Would anybody have 
blamed me if I had taken it? 

Mr. MuRPHY: We would have been glad 
to have got rid of you. I reckon Queensland 
would prosper if you left. 

The PREMIER: I have dealt with most 
of the matters raised by the leader of the 
Opposition. As I have already stated, we may 
disagree in regard to a large number of these 
mat.ters in detail. \Ve may <nren disagree as 
to the general principles of some of the Bills 
which the Government intend to introduce. 
But in the programme of business put before 
the House yesterday there is the possibility 
of very great good for (Jueensland. In spite 
of ali personal faults, and in spite of political 
differences, I do not think any of us doubt 
that most hon. members nave a genuine desire 
to benefit Queensland and to make it a better 
place for people to live in. I think it is a 
pretty good place now. The policy laid down 
in the Government programme, in spite of 
faults that -may be found out as we proceed 
with it, is a policy tha.t gives this House a 
very fine opportunity of servinp; Queensland. 
It puts it within the power of hon. members 
to inaugurate a policy that will have beneficial 
results long after most of us are -out of the 
House. 

Mr. MURPHY: What is t.hat Railway Bill 
on the programme? 
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The PREMIER: In spite of all differences 
that may arise during the session, I sincerely 
hope that hon. members on both sides will 
make an honest attem]'it to pass legislation 
that will be for the benBfit of the State. With 
regard to the question put b;y the hon. mem­
ber, I have already stated tnat the Railway 
Bill will bring before the House the principle 
on which we desire to build this grand trunk 
railway, and that it is an amendment of the 
present Railways Act to suit the circumstances 
of the Western country. (Government 
cheers.) 

Mr. LENNON: I beg to move the adjourn­
of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

'l'he resumption of the debate was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at thirty-one minutes 
past 9 o'clock. 

~---- ~-----

Questrons. 




