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Frinay, 3 DuceEusrr, 1909,

The Speaker {(Hon. J. T. Bell, Dalby) tock
the chair at half-pass 3 o’clock.

QUESTIONS.
SADDLERY AND HARNESS MARKERS’ BOARD.

Mr. BOUCHARD (Brisbane South) asked the
Secretary for Public Works—

1. On what date did the Saddlery and Harness Makers’
Board sit P

2. What was the duration of each sitting §

3. At how many sittings were the chairman and
respective members present?

4. What was the remuneration received by the chair-
man and each member respectively ¥
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The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. W, H. Barnes, Bulumba) replied—

1. Seventy-eight meetings held between 8th Jaruary: -

1909, and 29th November, 19J9, meetings usually being
held bi-weekly.

2, The board usnally sat from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. at each
meeting.

3. J. G. Macdonald (chairman), 738 ; O. Anderson, 76 ;
H, Hill,69; Jj. Mathews, 66; A. Uhl, 78; R. C. Cham-
bers, 51 ; D. McKay, 78; J. G. Trew, 76; T. Quiun, 75.

£ 8. d.

4, J. G.Macdonald (chairman) ... 74 0 0
. C. Anderson ... e 36 0 0
H. Tl . 33156 0

J. Mathews ... - 31 5 0

A Tnl ... 36 00

R. C. Chambers .., .. 2210 0

D. MceKay ... . 3615 0

J. G Trew .. .. 3610 0

T. Quinn .. 3610 0
£313 5 0

COMMERCE AND QUARANTINE AcCTS.

Hox. K. B, FORREST (Brisbane North)
asked the Secretary for Agriculture—

1. What payment, if any, does the State Government
receive from the Federal Government for the adminis-
tration in this State of the Commerce and Quarantine
Acts? «

2, Is the Minister aware of the friction that exists
between the department and merchants in connec-
tion with the administration of the Quarantine Act—
due, it is alleged, to the insufficiency of staft'y

3. Will the Minister furnish to the House a return of
fees received in this State to date under the Acts
reterred to ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) replied—

1. Nothing at present, but the approximate amount
to be received per annum for the inspection of plants
and stock, together with the upkeep of buildings, ete.,
at all portsis £950.

2, No. Remonstrances have been made by oue firm,
and the Chamber of Commerce have eomplained at
their monthly meeting as to delay in obtaining delivery
permiis ; but as the Quarantine Act hug but lately come
into operation and requires inspection of goods that
were not before inspected in Queensland, it is to be
expected that for a time some inconvenience is to be
experienced. The chief quarantine oflicer isin com-
munication with iMelbourne on the matter,

3. £71 19s. 9ad.

FLOGGING WITH STINGAREE TATL IN SCHOOLS,

Mr, HAMILTON (Gregory) asked the Secre-
tary for Publie Instruction—

1. Is it true, as stated last night by the senior mem-
ber for Brishane South, that it is a common thing for
publie teachers in the North to flog pupils with a
stingaree tail P

2. If o0, will he take steps to put a stop to snch brutal
conduet ?

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon. W. H, Barnes, Bulimba)
replied—

1. No; I think the senior member for Brishane
South must have been misinformed.

2. The regulation of the department relating to
corporal pumshment reads—

Corporal punishment shall not be infiicted for
trivial breaches of school discipline, but may he
employed for offences against morality, for
gross impertinence, and for wilful and per-
sistent disobedience, and for these only as a
last resource. "All degrading, injurious, and
unnecessarily eruel and severe modes of punish-
ment ave strictly prohibited. Female pupils
who have reached the age of twelve years shall
not be subjected to corporal punishment.

Violations of this regulation are severely dealt with
by the depsrtment.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE.
Mr. McLACHLAN (Fortitude Valley) asked

the Treasurer, without notice—

Can the hon, gentleman give us any idez when the
papers relative to the Government Printing Office willk
be ready ¥

The TREASURER (Hon. A. G. C. Haw-
thorn, Enoggera) replied—

T have no idea, but I will make inquiries and let the
hon. gentleman know on Monday, if possible.

JuBILEE Day.

Mr., ALLEN (Bulloo) asked the Premier,.
without notice—

Is it the intention of the Government that the Ifouse
shall sit on Friday next, Jubilee Day

The PREMIER (Hon. W, Kidston, Rock-
hampton) replied—

It will not be praeticable for the House to sit on that
day. A ceremony takes place at half-past 3 in the
afternoon, and all members are invited.

(Hear, hear !)

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr, COYNE (Warrego): T desire to make a
personal explanation—a_correction in Hansard.
On Wednesday, lst December, speaking on
electoral registration, Chief Secretary’s Hsti-
mates, I am reported as having said—

He had suggested to the department that they should
send instructions to electoral registrars, telling them
that any elector who was objected to and who was out
of the electorate on the court day should not be dis-
qualified at the aunual revision eourt, but there was no.-
notice taken of it.

The word ‘““not” was omitted, which puts an
entirely different sense on what I said.

The PrEMIER : They seem to have a habit of
leaving out the word ‘“not.”

Mr, COYNE: Yes; the same thing occurred
to the hon. gentleman the other day. This is
how it should read—
who was not out of the electorate on the polling-

day.
PAPER.

The following paper, laid on the table, was
ordered to be printed—A return of railway
concessions to land-seekers.

PORT ALMA RAILWAY,
INITIATION,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. W. T. Paget, Mackay) : I beg to move—

That vhe House will, at its next sitting, resolve
itself into a Committee of the Whole to consider of the
desirableness of introducing a Bill to validate an agree-
ment entered into between the Secretary for Ruilways,
for and on behalf of the Government of Queensland,
and the Rockhampton Harbour Board for the con-
struction of a branch line of railway from Port Alma to -
a point on the main line of railway from Rockhampton
to .Gladstone, and to authorise the construction of the
said railway, and to make provision for certain matters
incidental thereto.

Mr. LENNON (Herbert) : I should say that
it is rather a surprise for the House to be asked
to allow this Bill to be introduced. I think
that a large number of the members of the
House must have regarded that Bill as being
dead and buried.

Mr. GranT: Why?

Mr. LENNON : Becanse it was before the
House on two previous occasions, and it was
withdrawn on each occasion.

Mr. MurpPHY : It is not dead, but sleepeth.

The HoME SrCRETARY: It is very much alive
just now,

The SPEAKER: Order, order!
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Mr. LENNON : Apparently it was only in a
Leavy slumber. In the opinion, atall events,
of members on this side of the House, and also
in the opinion of a good number on the other
side, this railway is not at all required, because
the port of Rockhampton is amply provided for
in the shaps of a fine river, on which large sums
of money have been expended——

The HoME SECRETARY: Twelve feet at low
water.

Mr. LENNON : In addition to that they have
therailway to Broadmount, which runs alongside
one side of the river, and now they propose to
commit the country to the absurdity of running
another railway along the other side of the river,
Then we will have a fine river, a harbour, and a
railway running on each side of the river—all
for the benefit of Rockhampton.

The Home SECRETARY : It is for the Central
district.

The SPEAKER : Order! I would be glad if
hon. members would recognise the proper method
of expressing thewr approval or disapproval of
the remarks of another hon. member,

Mr. LENNON : There are many districts in
this State that are languishing for need of rail-
way construction, and Rockhampton is already
supplied with a railway that is ample for its
development and for the proper carrying of the
whole of the inland railway traffic, yet wearse
asked to commit the country to the expenditure
of £70,000—that is the estimated cost, but it
will probably be nearer £100,000 before it is all
done—to provide the Rockhampton people with
an additional harbour, which is quite unneces-
sary.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : It is guaran-
teed by the Rockhampton Harbuur Board.

Mr. LENNON : Is it guaranteed by the Rock-
hampton Chamber of Commerce? I can assure
the House that the residents of Rockhampton
are totally opposed to the construction of this
live. I am satisfied that T am not exaggerating
in the slightest degrec when I say that a very
large majority of the people of this State are
totally opposed to-the construction of this line,
because 16 is unnecessary, as Rockhampton has
already been provided with a deep-water port.

Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory): It seems a
strange thing that the Premier is anxious to
finish the session before Christmas, and yet he is
putting more business on the business-sheet,
Anyone looking at the business-sheet will see
that there is a long list of Bills to be dealt with
in Committee, there are the HEstimates of several
departments to be gone through, and thereis
only a short time between now and Christmas to
doit, The hon. gentleman must know that he
is bringing forward a very contentious measurs
at the present time, just at the tail end of the
session, Itis a measure that I suppose very few
members thought was going to be Lrought for-
ward this session. (Hear, bear!) If heintends
to proceed with this Bill, I do not know how the
hon. gentleman expectsto finish before Christinas,
unless he intends to put through a lot of mea-
sures and the Estimates with the aid of the
“gag” and ‘‘guillotine.” This Bill is only
going to he dizcussed at the expense of other
Bills and other items in the Estimates. It is a
very contentious measure, and there are mem-
bers on the other side who are as much against
it as members on this side.

Mr. Ryrann: They have had a caucus.

Mr. HAMILTON : Itissuch a contentious
measure, and even his own party are so divided
on it, that the Minister might well let this
measure stand over until next year. So far as
the Central district is concerned, there are other
parts of the Centre that are waiting to be served
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by railways, even more than Rockbhawpton, It
is not a question of whether the Rockhampten
Harbour Board is going to guarantee it or not.
1t is not what is going to suit the Rockhampton
Harbour Board, who, after all, =ra only a few
people in Rockhampton. T was talking to soms
Hockhampton business people here to-day about
1t.

Mr. GranT: Who are they ?

Mr. HAMILTON : T was talking to one man
who is a pretty big business man in Rock-
hampton, and he says that a great many of the
business people in Rockhampton are against the
Port Alma Rallway. It actually means that we
are going to duplicate the deep-water purt of
Rockhampton. They have got oue deep-water
povt there already, wbich has cost the country
£250,000.

Mr. GRANT : It has not cost that much. They
are paying back something.

Mr. HAMILTON : The railway to Broad-
mouns and the wharves and everything else that
were erected there cost £250,000, and all this.
will be scrap-iron if the Port Alma Railway is
built. I1f it were merely a question of giving
Rockhampton a deep-water purt, and it was a
question of whether it should be Port Alma or
Broadmount, then I would say that if they
wanted Port Alma, let them have it. They
were offered a railway to Port Alma some years
ago and they refused to accept ib. They would
not have Port Alma, but said that they wanted
Broadmount. Well, the raliway was built to-
Broadmount, and wharves were erected there at
great expense, amouuting to £250,000 altogether,
and then the Rockbampton people said, “We
don’t want Broadinount. We want a railway to-
Port Alma.” .

Mr. Ryraxp : No, they don’t say that, Only
the Prewmier says that.

Mr. HAMILTON : The Mount Morgan Com-
pany and Walter Reid and Co. ave at the back of
1t.

The HoMe SucreraRY: Are they going to-
guarantee it ?

Mr. HAMILTON : Are they going to guaran-
tee the interest on the cust of constructing the
Broadmount line, which will have to be paid
just tha same whether this line is built or not ?
And yet it is going to be turnedinto scrap-iror.
1 am not going to vete for this measure. I am
totally opposed to it. It is not a question of
giving Rockhampton a port, because they have
got one now. They were offered Port Alma and
they would not take it. They askel for Broad-
mount and they got it, and now they want Port
Alma,

Mr. Granxt: They never asked for Broad-
mount.

Mr. HAMILTON : If the Government have
got such a lot of money to construct railways, let
them build some of the lines that are wanted in
the Central West, Let them build a line from
Longreach to Winton or frem Barcaldine, or let
them connect the Northern and Central railway
systems somewhere, as such a railway as that
would be of benetit to the whole of Queensland,
and wou'd be far better than spending £100,000
on a railway to Port Alma. If the Government
waunt to get the business through before Christ:
mas, and do not want to rush the business
through, they should withdraw this measure, and
let it stand over till next session. It isaconten-
tious measure, and it caunot be expreted that the
business will get through before Christmas if we
are to have a reasunable discussion on all the Esti-
mates that come before the House,

* Mr, BRESLIN (Port Cfurtis) : T am surprised
that the Government -hould fin 1 it neseseary to.

My, Breslin.]



650 Port Alma

veintroduce a Bill which within the last two
years has received a very adverse verdict from
this House.

The SECRETARY ¥OR RAILWAYs: No.

Mr. BRESLIN : It was withdrawn twice,
and no Bill would be withdrawn if a Minister
saw that he had a chance of carrying it. The
Bill was withdrawn twice, and now it is suddenly
sprung on us with the hope that members, in
their anxiety to finish the session before Christ-
mas, will allow this political fraud—I may say—
to go through without proper discussion. The
present Minister for Lands has in the past shown
himself to ke an opponent of this measure. The
senior member for Townsville has also shown
himself to be an opponent of this measure.

Mr., MvurpHY: And the member for North
Rockhampton.

Mr. BRESLIN : There are so many opponents
to this measure on the Government side that it
ig hard to see how the Government can put it
through, because those hon. gentlemen have had
no cause to alter their opinions.

Mr. MvurpHY : They have had a caucus.

Mr, BRESLIN : This is the same old railway
line, starting from the same point, running to the
samne Archer land, and the same mud flats after
that. Where can these members show their reason
for reversing their former opinion against this
measure ?  There may be reasons for it, but they
have not besn produced yet. This is a matter
whichthe Premier laid great stress on—that it was
a port for Central Queensland—a deep-waterlport
for Central Queensland. Providence made a
port for Central Queensland.

OvposiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. BRESLIN : But the Preniier thinks he

knows more abous it than Providence. (Opposi-
tion laughter.) He wants to dig one out of a
mud pan. Some days ago I submitted a simple,
straightforward, honest request to the Premier,
which, if he was genuine in his professed
views a8 regards a deep-water port for Central
Queensland, he would not have refused as he
did. I asked that before any further expendi-
ture was incurred in connection with a port for
‘Central Queensland, the Government should
have a report made on Port Curtis Harbour
similar to that which had recently been obtained
with regard to the Broadmount and Port Alma
harbours, and have the same Jaid before the
House for its consideration. The Premier re-
plied that it was undesirable to mix up two
matters which had nonecessary conunection. The
inference from that reply was that Port Curtis
had’ no necessary connection with Central
Queensland. If Port Curtis is not in Central
“Queensland, it is very hard to say where it is.
Perhaps the Premier's geography has been
neglected, or perhaps he does not go outside the
city of Rockhampton ; but everybody must know
where Port Curtis is. Port Curtis has always
been recognised as a part of Central Queens-
land. It has always been in the same place, and
will be there when Port Alma is sunk in the
mud.

Oppros1TION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. BRESLIN : Many years ago, wlen the
separation agitation was at 1ts height, there was
never any question as to Port Curtis being in
‘Central Queensland. Port Curtis was always
considered an integral part of Central Queens-
land, and when the movement for separation
was at its height, Mr, Jason Boles was returned
for Port Curtis simply on the ground that he
was a separationist, and he was supported by
the Separation League, which had its head-
quarters at Rockhampton, That ought to be
proof enough as to where Port Curtis is. At
Port Curtis we have an excellent harbour, which

[M». Breslin.
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is land-locked ; we have deep water there ; there
is no ship that comes to Australia which cannot
go up there at any state of the tide and go along-
side the jotty, and no vessel has to wait outside
until the wind dies down before entering the
harbour.

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : No fogs,

Mr. BRESLIN : And there are no fogs. All
the Grange and Shire steamers come straight in,
load their cargo at the jetty, and go ous again
with their freight. Horse-boats come right up
to the jetty, load their cargo of horses or what-
ever else they may carry, and go away again
without any trouble. Why, then, should this
port be overlooked and treated as it has been ?

The SECRETARY FOR RaILways: Why don’t
the people of Central Queensland send their pro-
duce there?

Mr. BRESLIN : Why does not the Secretary
for Railwaysgive us long haulage rates? Some
time back, after years of agitation, we were able
to get thejetty enlarged. Then it was pointed ous
by the engineer that whenthe jetty wascompleted
it would still accommodate only one vessel of the
size of the ‘‘Bingera,” It was estimated that
the expenditure of an extra £2,000 would make
it possible for two large vessels to berth at the
jetty at the same time by letting their bows
overlap. What did the Premier say when he
was asked to sanction that extra expenditure?
He said, ‘“ Get your trade first, and then we will
make the improvements.” Why does he not get
the trade at Port Alma first, and then make the
railway there ?

OrposiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. BRESLIN : Thesenior member for Rock-
hampton says the Rockbampton Harbour Board
can always pay interest and redemption on their
loans. I am not going to argue that point,
but I say that the Gladstone harbour does more
than that. We have not got a harbour board,
and all the dues are paid into the Treasury. The
income from the harbour has been considerably
more than the amount required to pay interest
and redemption, and yet we could not get a
paltry £2,000 spent in extending the jetty so that
it would accommodate two vessels at the same
time, But on this Port Alma Railway the
Government are prepared to spend £70,000, or
probably £100,000, without turning a hair,

Mr, Coyng: To bridge a swamp.

Mr. BRESLIN : Yes, to bridge a swamp.
At this stage I do not intend to delay the House
any further. I simply point out that in Port
Curtis we have a harbour in Central Queensland
which, next to Sydney Harbour, is the finest
port in Australia. It is absolutely safe for any
vessel trading to these shores ; 1t has deep water;
is not visited with violet winds; there i nothing
to be afraid of there ; and if the Premier and the
Minister for Railways are really genuine in their
desive to give Central Queensland a proper port,
a port of which they can be proud, let them
devole their energies to providing facilities at
Port Cuartis, and let Port Alma sink into the
mud. .

Oprosirion MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): 1 am surprised at
the Government bringing forward this line, It
was understood in this House that the proposal
had been abandoned. Not only did members on
this side oppose it when' it was introduced pre-
viously asa thing which was likely to prove a job,
but many members on the Government side have,
up to a very recent date, been strong opponents
of the railway. How have the Government sup-
porters been consolidated in regard to this
matter? It would be very interesting to know
that. Has the consolidation been brought about
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on the ‘‘Lucinda” at the crack of the caucus whip?
The Premier must have some reason for believing
that he will get support in his proprsal or he
would not have brought forward this Bill, Itisa
most contentious measure to bring in at this late
geriod of the session, when we are sitting long
ours, practically sitting day and night for five
days a week, in order to accommodate the Go-
vernment and close the session by Christmas. I
am entirely against the proposal, as I think it
would bs a waste of public funds to build this
railway. It would be sacrificing the best in-
terest of the people of Queensland to build this
line over a mud flat to Port Alma. Practically
it will only reduce the distance over which the
‘Central Queensland trade will have to go by 10
miles, and yeb it is proposed to construct this
railway at a heavy cost, when in Port Curtis
we have one of the best ports in Australia.
A wharf that is practically up-to-date bas been
“built there recently, and therefore there is no
mecessity to build this branch line to Port Alma,
where there is practically no land
[4 p.m.] protection whatever to vessels, and,
I suppose, the next thing, we will be
asked to spend money on a breakwater to give
the necessary. protection, I hope the majority
-of this House will vote against the proposal.
Further railways are required in the pastoral
and agricultural districts, and we also reguire to
link up our present system. All this has
t0 be done, and members on this side of the
House have no objection to it being done,
‘but I hope members on this side, and many
members on the other side, will vote against
this proposal. There has been a mistake made
in comnection with our railway system in
the past, through political pulls on the part of
those interested in land. Now, in connection
with the proposed line, if hon, members look at
the map they will see it is all marked ‘“ Archer,
Archer, Archer,” one piece after another, This
is an Archer railway, and the only practical
benefit by the building of this railway will be
reaped by Mr. Archer and those who own the
land. The railway will go where thereis not a
possibility of getting one drop of water, except
sea water, and all that is required will have to be
taken down in punts to that wharf. From the
beginning to the end there is no necessity for the
railway. Woe hLave a good port in Gladstone,
which should be the port of the whole of
Central Queensland. Rockhampton itself has a
railway down to a deep-water port on the
other side of the river, and why it should be
necessary to build another line of railway through
these mud flats to Port Alma is something I
cannot understand, and it is something that the
people of Queensland cannot understand. It
will practically make scrap-iron of the existing
line. I, for one, will vote against it at every
stage, and T hope the Minister will not waste
the time of the House this session by having a
discussion ovar it.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): I notice that the
Premier, in his policy speech, is reported in the
Courier of 8th September, 1909, as follows :—

At the close of hig speech the Premier was accorded
an ovation. Replying to questions, he said it was the
intention of the Government to proceed with the Port
Alma Railway. It would be a grear advantage, he
thought, to Roekhampton, and it would be wise for
Rockhampton men to get over theirlocal sguabbles and
have the question settled. But neither the Port Alma
nor any other railway scheme would be a plank of the
Government programme.

I do not regard this as a plank in the Govern-
ment programme,
Mr. CoyNE: It has bezn revised since then.
Mr. LESINA : I do not think this is a plank

in the Government programme, and I have
always regarded the merits of a railway =as
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entirely superior to a mere party question. Isay
if you make the railway policy of the country a
question of party policy, then the railway policy
is going to suffer. Railways should always be
considered above such sordid considerations if
we are large minded and take a patriotic view
of the matter. I have been instructed to vote
two ways on this railway, and I am in rather a
peculiar position. (Laughter.) During the elec-
tion I was asked what attitude I would adopt in
counection with the railway policy, and I told
the electors I would support the Government
programme of railways in every case, with the
exception of the Port Alma line, and on that
matter I had an open mind, but I went so far as
to say that if the Government introduced that
railway during the coming session, I would write
to the town counecil in Clermont and the Bel-
yaundo Shire Council and ask theiradvice. Iput
this question to them : “Do you think that this
railway will injure the interests of the Clermont
electorate as a part of Central Queensland,
looking at it from that narrow point of view ?”
The town council sent me the following wire :—

Meeting connecil last night decided to instruect you
vote against Port Alma Railway.

The chairman of the local Divisional Board told
me that they had not had time to get a meeting
together, but Mr. Andrew Small, one of the
oldest representatives of local government in
Queensland, and a man of considerable standing
in the distriet, and chairman of this board, wired
ms as follows :—

Am certaln Port Alma Railway will not be inimical to
interests this districte personally in favour have inter-
viewed all available members and am of opinion my
council is in favour.

The Black Ridge Workers’ Political Organisation
wrote to me on the 29th November, 1909, as
follows :—

‘Your letter dated 23rd November duly to hand, and it
was carefully considered this day by a meeting of our
members and residents.

It was resolved that you should he asked to record
your vote in favour of the Port Alma Railway line to
junction with the main line between (ladstone and
Rockhampton.

Mr. GRranT ¢ That is a two to one majority.

Mr. LESINA: In determining the merits of
the railway, I must confess I bow to public
opinion in my own district. Therepresentatives
of two local bodies both favour the construction
of the line, because they consider it is pot inimi-
cal to the interests of that particular district. T
want no other reasons, but I go to the Commis-
sioner’s report, and see what the Commissioner,
who has a long experience on this subject, hasto
say. The reports laid on the table of the House
yesterday are not yet printed ; we shall get them
later on when this railway is submitted to the
Committee. The Commissioner, in his_report,
to be found in ¢ Votes and Proceedings,” Volume
iii., page 399, says—

I recommend the construction of this railway because
the State will not lose thereby, it will bring into use o
good whart built at great expense over twenty years
ago, and practically lying idle ever since, and at the
same time be a great convenisnce to oversen passengers
to and from Rockhampton and the Central district
generally.

Something was said about the amount of private
property being enhanced in value by the con-
struction of this line. Private property is always
enhanced in value by the construction of public
works. There are 4} miles of private land, the
Commissioner says, aiong the route the railway
will go, and about 51 acres will be resumed alto-
gether., It is a pity we cannot build the railway
without making any resumption, because youn
have to pay practically what they ask. I have
no prejudices one way or the other in connection
with this matter, but on the advice of the local

My, Lesina.)
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authorities and the Workers’ Political Organisa-
tion, I am prepared to vote for the introduction
of the Bill.

Mr. FERRICKS (Bowen): If there is a divi-
gion on this propoesal I intend to vote against it.
I can only assume, as the reason for bringing in
this proprsal at this late stage of the session, the
fact that this side must have shown rather too
much affability in meeting the Premier, and had
we discussed measures as much as we should
have done I do not think he would have reintro-
duced this matter.

Mr, MurpHY : That is pretty rough on your
own party,

Mr. FERRICKS : However, I am not opposed
to this measure because it is introduced by the
Premier and applies, or ig likely to apply, as
they think, advantageously to Rockhampton,
and not because it might detrimentally affect a
constituency of a member on this side ; but T amn
opposed to it because I do not think it is in the
best interests of the State that the Port Alma
Railway should be built. I speak rather feel-
ingly on this matter. We have a parallel case
up North ; we have a splendid harbour there—
Port Denison—quite equal to the Port Curtis
Harbour—yet that harbour has never been able
to get its due or just treatment, through the
simple fact that we have a little place further up
in Queensland where hundreds and thousands of
pounds have been spent in the vain attempt to
make a harbour, just as it is proposed to put
money in Port Alma in the vain attempt to make
u Limbour there.

The SECRETARY ¥OrR RATLWAYS : Oh, no! The
deep water is there.

Mr. FERRICKS : This line is flying in the
face of Nature, for though water may be there,
sometimes other things are wanting. A great
proportion of the country between Rockhampton
and Port Alma is such a mud flas that it would
bog a mosquito, aud you casn understand that
the construction of such a line would be a great
mistake. The hon, member for Clermont is
quite justified as far as he has gone, that itis to
the interests of his constituency to see this rail-
way constructed ; but I, as a member of this
National party, do not care what the clerk of the
Workers” Pulitical Organisation or the people of
Clermont think, I look at whether the proposi-
tion is in the best interests of the State asa
whole. We profess to be a National party, and
that is the way we regard it if we are conscien-
tious o cur party teachings—we regard these
propositionsin the light of what is best in the in-
serests of the whole State. T happened to be living
in Rockhampton when the Broadmount line was
built, Tioud huzzas and banging of drums tock
place on that occasion. It was said then that
Rockhampton would virtually jump ahead by
Jeaps and bounds, and would, in fact, leave
Brisbane far behind ; but that has not been done.
When the Secretary for Railways interjected,
and asked the member for Port Curtis why the
trade did not go to Port Cartis, it is reasonable
to reply to that interjestion by the assertion that
vested interests in a place like Rockhampton are
s0 great that they cannot be overcome in a day.
We cannot go against Natare. Nature hasmade
a port at Port Curtis, and if you put the money
into Broadmount or Port Alma, you would not
be able to come out with the natural facilities
which are afforded by Port Curtis.

Myr. GranT: You do not know what you are
talking about.

Mr. FERRICKS: It has been said that this
line will be guaranteed by the members of the
Rockhampton Harbour Board, We might rea-
sonably ask, Who are the Rockhampton Harbour
Board? They may be there to-day and away
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to-morrow. We might say the same with regard’
to the Mount Morgan Goldmining Company.
Tt has paid millions of pounds in dividends, but
it may not last another month. We do not
know what is under the earth, and a guarantes
like that in a financial proposal of this nature is
not a lasting guaraniee. 1 protest against the
Chief Secretary, introducing this measure at this
stage of the session, and if he insists ou it going
through, the only way it will go through will be
by the suspension of the Standing Orders.

Mr, BRENNAN (Rockhampton North): At
this stage I have no intention of going fully into-
the matter, but I just wish to say that my con-
stituents are by a large majority against the Port
Alma line.

OprosITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. BRENNAN : On every platform from
which I addressed my constituents during the-
last election I told them that I was decidedly
opposed to the Port Alma line, and if a divison
takes place Ishall vote ngainst it. I shallreserve
what I have to say.for a future occasion.

* Mr. MANN (Cairns): On the last occasion
when the motion to introduce this railway was
brought down, I gave it the strongest opposition
that I could, for the reason that I am well
acquainted with this portion of the country, and
consider that any proposal to build a line to
Port Alma would be simply a waste of public
money.

Mr. D. HuxTER : What about the mosquitoes?

Mr. MANN : The hon. member has asked me
about mosquitoes. They never light upon the
hon. gentleman but they get burnt. (Laughter.)
The motion reads—

That the House will, ab its next sitting, resolve itself’
into a Committce of the Whole to consider of the
desirableness of introducinga Bill to validate an agree-
ment entered into between the Secretary for Railways,
for and behall of the Government of Queensland, aud
the Rockhampton Harbour Board.

Now, if the Rockhampton Harbour Board was
asolvent body, and had some considerable weight
behind them, if we understood that that body
was there by the wish of the people of Rock-
hampton .

Mpr. GranT: Do you mean that the board is
nob solvent ?

Mr. MAKN : Ido. T saythe board is elected
on so restricted a franchise that it does not re-
present the will of the whole of the p=ople of
Rockhampton—not even of a majority of them.
T am quite confident that if to-morrow the Pre-
mier introduced a Bill to provide that the
members of the Rockhampton Harbour Board be
appointed by the ratepayers of Rockhampton, a
majority of the ratepayers would appoint a
board which would be hostile to this Port Alma
Railway. The senior member for Rockhampton
asked me if I thought the board was insolvent,
and I say that I do, inasmuch as if the board
paid off ‘the enormous sum of money sp:nt in
trying to make the Fitzroy a navigable river it
would just abont maks the people of Rock-
hampton iusolvent.

The Treastrig: They meet their responsi-
bilities. ]

Mr. MANN: They meet their resposibilities,
and it is hitting them very havd, and if we build
this railway, the £350,000 sunk in the Fitzroy
River has been entirely wasted. I have got off
the coasting steamers, and gone on the tender
for the purpose of going to Rockhampton. The
little tender of 150 tons burden has to_lie there
in Keppel Bay for honrs and hours, if there is
a fog, before she can attempt to make the passage
in the Fitzroy River. .

The SECRETARY FOR RAiLwayvs : That s rot
Port Alma.
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Mr, MANN; That is an argument showing
-that, although the Rockhampton Harbour Board
has spent £350,000 in the Fitzroy River, it is not
navigable if there is the least bit of fog or wind,
as the hon, member for Port Curtis says. I bave
been over this country. The Commissioner for
Railways says that the banks to carry the rails
through this swamp are not standing well. I
believe the crabs have made holes in the banks,
and the borers have got into them ; and if it is
built a tremendous expense will be incurred in
keeping the banks safe for the running over of
the trains, If the back country is genuine in the
support of this railway, and believe that only
through this railway can they handle produce
-expeditionsly and cheaply, then why did the
Secretary for Railways not come down with a
motion to include in the benefited area all
the portion of the country favourable to it?
The hon. member for Clermont says that two-
thirds of the people in his district are inclined
to favour the railway. Well, I think there are
five out of nine members of the Rockhampton
Harbeur Board—a bare majority—in favour of
it; but that board is not an expression of the
will of the people of Rockhampton. So many
absentees have votes for the appointment of
the members of the barbour board thas it is
practically the board of Walter Reid and Co.,
Mecllwraith, McEBacharn, and Co., and com-
panies interested in booming properties in the
mneighbourhood of Port Alma.

Mr. MACARTNEY : Why cannot you discuss
this on the Bill ?

Mr. MANN : Before the Bill is introduced I
am pointing out that, if the Secretary for Ruil-
ways wishes to get the Bill through, he ought to
have a big benefiied area included, showing that
the people of the back country are so satisfied
that the railway will be a commercial success
that they are willing to guarantee interest and
redemption.  If the people of Clermont and
other parts of Central Queensland are prepared
to relieve the other parts of the State from all
responsibility for finding money to make up the
Joss that must accrue on the railway, this House
cannot have any strong reason for opposing it.
But I object to the people of Calirns having to
pay to open up a port that, on the evidencs of
the hon. member for Port Curtis, is not requires.
1 am inclined to back the hon. member up,
inasmuch as twenty years ago I went over
that country trying to get down to Port Alma.
After walking for 2 or 8 miles 8 or 4 inches deep
in water, I found the water getting so deep thal
I could not get any further unless I teok off my
boots and rolled up my pants, so I turned back.
There are other methods of developing our
-country that would be more successful than at-
tempting to give Rockhampton what we may
term a third port, They have spent £320,000 in
<deepening the river, and I have the authority of
the hon. member for Gregory that they have
spent another £250,000 in building the railway
1o Broadmount and the wharf at that place;
and now they want to spsnd another £70,000
trying to open up a port where Nature never
intended one to be, while a few miles away we
have one of the finest ports in the whole of
Australia.

The SECRETARY FOR RAtLways: Tifty miles
away.

Mr. MANN : Fifty miles is nothing when you
bave the stuff loaded on the railway wagons.
Tt is merely a question of trains running another
50 miles. If the Secretary for Railways knew
his business, he would offer every inducement to
the peuvpls of the Central district to send their
stuff to Port Curtis, where it can be handled
<cheaply and expeditiously, and where, at any
stage of the tide and in any kind of weather, the
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biggest ships afloat can coms right up to the
jetty. Why should we throw away money in
trying to fight against Nature, when Nature
shows so clearly that the port for Central
Queensland is Port Curtis. I noticed in the
papers the other day that the Premier said he
would not allow the Cairns Shire Couucil—a
progressive body—to huild a railway to (Gerald-
ton; but he wishes this Houre to pass £70,000
~-possibly £100,000— to build a railway that
wiil not open up any new territory. No-
body will tell me that it will pass through
any agricultural land, or that it will open up any
land that is not now well served by the railway
from Gladstone to Rockhampton, The Secretary
for Lands condemned the railway when it was
before the House on a previous occasion, and
said he could not allow it to pass unless an ex-
pression of opinion was obtained from the Rock-
hampton Harbour Board. He might have gone
further, and said the pcople of Rockhampton,
because, after 21l the harbour board can never
get sufliciens revenus to pay for any loss upon
the railway without taxing the products that
come in to supply the wants of the people of
Rockhampton and the back country, and also the
exports of the district. Hvery effort on our part
should be made to spare taxing the people in the
hinterland of Rockhamption ; but if the harbour
board cannot meet interest and redemption on
the line, they will have no alternative but to im.
pose heavier dues on both imports and exports.

The SECRETARY ronr RAILWAYs: Not neces-
sarily.

Mr. MANN : They must necessarily do so, or
else they will not pay their way. They have no
royal way of raising money save by taxing con-
sumers and exporters. An enormous amount of
stuff will have to pass over this railway to make
it pay. It will practically mean that no trafiic
at all will come over the Broadmount line,

The SECRETARY FOrR RaILwayvs: Very little
goes over it now,

Mr. MANN : We shall have to take up the
rails if this line is built. The Commissioner for
Railways 1s a business man., He has-already
urged the taking up of one Jine in Queensland,
and I am satistied that, if this line is built, and
does not pay its way, and the harbour board
complain that they are unable to collect suffi-
cient dues to mest interest and redemption,
they will urge on the Commissioner that he
ought to take up the Broadmount line, wips
out the debt in connection with it, and try, as
far as possible, to induce people to send their
goods vid Port Alma by penaiising them if they
attempt to send them vid Port Curtis. The
senior member for Townsville made a very
strong speech against this railway on a previous
occasion. He quite cl-arly understands the ter-
rible amount of expense and trouble there is in
trying to establish a port where Nature never
intended one to be. He knows the trouble and
difficulty they have had in Townsvills in trying
to get sufficiently deep water to allow ships to
get in at all states of the tide.

Hon, R. PaiLp: It is the best port in Queens
land now.

Mr, MANN : It may be until such time as we
get another ‘“Sigma ” that will level the jetty.
Then it will be, as it was before, an open road-
stead.

Hon. R. PHiLp : There will not be much lefs
of Cairns it a * Sigma” levels Townsville.

Myr. MANN : Cairns is outside the cyclonic
belt. But I do not intend to discuss the relative
merits of Cairns and Townsville. I am simply
pointing out what an enormous expense it bas
been trying fo get deep water at Townsville.
The harbour board have spent thousands and
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thousands of pounds in trying to get deep water
close to the town, and the hon. member quite
well understands what an enormous expense it
will be to enable the traffic to get from this
wharf to the back country. To save the enorm-
ous loas there is bound to be, the Secretary
for Railways might very easily give cunces-
sions to allow the trade to go to Broadmount,
or if, as they claim, Broadmount is unsuitable,
no hon. member will deny that Port Curtis is
eminently suitable for handling any traffic
that may go to it. The hon. member for
Rockhampton North says he:is opposed to this
railway. North Rockbhampton is a very im-
vortant part of Rockhampton, and the wishes of
that portion of the commuaity should be con-
sidered. Hon. members should not allow any
mere party views to compel them to vote for a
railway that I am satisfied the bulk of them do
not believe in. Even though the Government
bring it in, that should not bind any hon. mem-
ber to vete for a railway that he honestly believes
should not be constructed, I honestly belicve it
should not be constructed, and I claim that if
we build this non-paying railway, we must in-
evitably be prevented in the near future from
building a line to a district where the same cx-
penditure would build a revenue-earning railway,
1 think this is one of the worst lines ever brought
before the House, with possibly the exception
of the Dalby-Tara Railway.

Hox, R. PHILP (Townsville) : 1 think thas
at this stage discussion should be deprecated,
and I shall support this rootion ; but when it
comes to the second reading of the Bill, T hope

o give the House good reasons why
{4.30¢ p.m.] it seould be thrown out, because T
do not believe in building the Port
Alma Railway, There is a good port at Broad-
mount, and in a river with & rise sand fall in the
tide of 17 feet there is ample sccommodation
at that port to serve the Central district for
twenty years to come. I bhad the privilege of
being in the House when the Broadwount line
was passed, after weighing all the pros and
cons with regard to the two lines, I know
that a former Premier wanted to build the
line to Port Alma, but the two members
for Rockhampton—Messrs, Pattison and Archer
—were teld that they must vote against
the railway. If all local jealousies were buried,
and the people there made honest efforts to use
the Broadmount Railway, it would serve the re-
quirements of the Central districs for a long time
to come. T know the objection there is to a tidal
port ; but London is a tidal port, so is Brisbane,
and you cannot get a vessel drawing more than
27 feet to Sydney ut low water, though Port
Jackson is the finest harbour in Australia, When
the Bill comes on for its second reading, I think
I shall be able to give sufficient reasons why the
Port Alma Railway should not be built, and why
we should let the Rockhampton people concen-
trate their efforts on the Broadmount harbour.

Mr. GRANT (Rockhampton): The deputy
leader of the Opposition waxed more eloquent
on this question than on any question that has
come before the House; and he made some
statements that he would not have made if he
had a {uller knowledge of the facts. The hon,
member for Gregory stated that the Rockhamp-
ton people asked for Broadmount; and that is
on a par with some of the other statements he
made. The Rockhampton people always op-
posed Broadmount ; they never asked for Broad-
mount. They had a committee of representative
men—members of the Chamber of Commeree,
shipping men and others—who took voluminous
evidence from experts, men in the Government
service, pilots and others ; and they unanimously
reported in favour of the Port Alma line as
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against Broadmount; but the Government of
the day, instead of listening to the advice of the
committee, brought in the Broadmount Rail-
way. How can the hon. member say the
Rockhampton people asked for the Broad-
mount Railway? The hon. member brought
the names of private firms inte the matter—
Walter Reid and Co. If there is one firm in
Rockhampton or in Queensland that will lose by
the building of the Port Alma Railway it is
Walter Reid and Co. At the present time they
have & fleet of lighters bringing cargo up and
down the river, which is a very profitable thing
for them ; and as soon as the Port Alma Rail-
way is built their fleet of lighters is done away
with. It is most unfair for the hon. member to
make statements of that kind. He said shat if
the Port Alma Railway were built the Broad-
mount Railway would become scrap-iron, 'What
is the Broadmount Railway at the presenttime ?
What profit is it to the country ?
Mr. HARDACRE interjecting,

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member
can say what he wishes to say in a speech. -

Mr. GRANT : The hon. member for Leich-
hardt, instructed as he is by a man in Rock-
hampbon—- .

Mr. HARDACRE : Nothing of the kind.

Mr. GRANT : I will not say anything per-
sonal about the hon, member, because the last
time anything personal was said about him he
took to his bed for a fortnight, (Laughter.) I
can understand the member for Port Curtis
opposing the Port Alma Railway; and it was
amusing to watch, while the hon, member for
North Rockhampton was speaking, how he was
encouraged by the hon. member for Port Curtis.
If the building of this railway is an evil thing
for Gladstone, surely it cannot 2lso be an evil
thing for North Rockhampton. It is inconceiv-
able that the two places should suffer by the
building of the railway. The question that
members should consider is whether the security
offered for the loan of the money required is
good esough. It is not the Government that is
going to lose if the railway is not a success; it
is the Rockhampton Harbeour Board; and the
only question to consider is whether the security
offerad by the board is good enough.

OpPoSITION MEMBERS : We do not think it is.

Mr. GRANT: I think that on the second
reading of the Bill the Chief Secretary and my-
gelf will be able to show that the security is
exceedingly good. What has Gladstone to do
with this matter any more than Brisbane?
What right has Gladstone to take part in what
is purely a local matter? We did not object
when it was proposed to build a jetty at Glad-
stone ; we helped/them. The Chief Secretary,
in his capacity as Treasurer, lent them the
money. Gladstone will not suffer in any way
from the building of this line, because she has
everything she wants in the way of getting im-
port and export trade—a railway, wharf and
jetty, deep water. Vet the people will not use
the port. How many bales of wonl have been
sent from Gladstone?  How many tons of stuff’
has gone into Grladstone from the West? Never
will Gladstone be able to take away that trade-
which Rockhampton now holds.

Mr, HaRDACRE : They get special rates,

Mr. GRANT: It is just like a lot of other
statements that the hon. member often makes
without any substance of truth in them what-
ever. It is like the speech he made at Allens-
town, Rockhampton, when he said he saw a
member of this House counting out the £5
notes which he had received for his vote.
(Laughter.) That was what the hon. member
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for Leichhardt said at Rockhampton, although I
do not kaow if any members of this House knew
of it before. He also said at Rockhampton, dur-
ing the election campaign, that he knew a mem-
ber who got £500 for his vote, and he saw the
man counting out the £5 notes. (Laughter.)
And the hon. member for Leichhardt’s objection
to the purchase of the motor-cars was that the
Premier got a commission out of it, (Govern-
ment laughter.)

OpposITION MEMBERS interjecting,

Mr. HarpACRE : That is so.

The SPEAKER : Order, order !

Mr. GRANT: It is quite on a par with all
the other statements of the bhon. member for
Leichhardt.

OvpposiTioN MEMBERS interjecting,

The SPEAKER : Ovder! Imust pointout to
hon. members that it is the imperative duty of
every member in this Chamber to cease interject-
ing at once when the Chair calls *“ Order.”

Mr. HARDACRE : He attacked me first,

The SPEAKKR: Order! The hon. gentle-
man knows quite as well as I do that there are
clear and legitimate means of vepelling an
attack. It is absolutely out of order for the hon,

" member to sit in his seat and interject.

Mr. HARDACRE : He was out of order in what

he said about me.

The SPEAKER : In that case the hon. mem-
ber should have risen and formally called my
attention to it. I realised that the hon. mem-
ber for Rockhampton did make some remark
which was not in order, and I waited for the
hon. member for Leichhardt to call my attention
to it, but as he did not do so I took no further
notice of it.

Mr. GRANT : There is nothing arbitrary by
way of freights to prevent the Western people
from using Gladstone. They can use Gladstone
if they like by paying the extra carriage from
Rockhampton to Gladstone. I am sure that the
hon. member would not desire that we should
carry wonl 90 miles for nothing on the railway
from Rockhampton to Gladstone in order to pub
Gladstone on the same footing as Rockhampton.

Mr, BRESLIN : I rise to a point of order.
The hon. gentleman has no idea of distances,
(Laughter.)

Mr. GRANT : Why should the Railway De-
partment carry produce from Gladstone to Rock-
hampton, and from Rockhampton to Gladstone,
for nothing? If the Railway Department do
not do that, then Gladstone will never get any
of the trattic that at the present time goes to
Rockhampton.

The BrCRETARY FOR Ra1Lways: The Railway
Department would not do it.

Mr. GRANT : It is hardly likely that any
sane person would dream of doing it. Gladstone
has really no business in this matter at all.
Why should Gladstone interfere in a purely
Rockhampton matter? If this railway is run at
a loss, we are going to pay for it and not the
Gladstone people. At the request of Gladstone,
and at the request of the late member for Port
Curtis, Mr, Herbertson, we got the * Bingera”
kept at Gladstone. It was at the instigation of
my colleague and myself that we got the
**Bingera ” retained at Gladstone instead of at
Port Alma. The hon. member for Bowen also
spoke without knowledge of the subject when he
said that there was no natural harbour at Port
Alma. Why it is one of the best harbours on
the east coast of Australia.

OprorrrIoNn MeyBERS: No !
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Mr. GRANT : Ships can go into Port Alma
at any tide, either day or aight, without the-
slightest trouble, because there 1s 26 feet at low
water,
Mr. BarsEr : They cannot find it ab night
time. What about the fogs there ?

Mr, GRANT : There are no more fogs at Porb
Alma than any other place. I mnay say that it
is not merely a Rockhampton matter.

Mr. BrestiN: You just said that it was a
purely Rockhamptun matter. {Laughter.)

Mr., GRANT: Iwill makea slight corrrection
of that. I say that Gladstone is not more con-
cerned in this than anyone else. But behind
this desire for a railway to Port Alma we have
the West. The Pastoralists’ Association, at their
avnual meeting in March last, passed a resolution
in favour of the Port Alma Railway. The Bar-
caldine Shire Council passed a resolution in
favour of it. As the hon. member for Clermont
pointed out, the Workers’ Political Organisation
at Black Ridge and the Belyando Shire Council
both asked him to vote forit. Mount Morgan,
as the hon, member for Fitzroy will bear me out,
is unanimously in favour of it. The Liringstone
Shire Council, the Xitzroy Shire Council, and the
Rockbhampton Town Council have all passed re-
solutions in favour of this railway. When the
matter comes up for the second reading of the
Bill we will be able to give some information
that it is not desirable to give at this stage of it.
It is an unusual thing for a railway to be opposed
in its preliminary stages like this, It merely
amounts to this, that the party over there intend
to make a party question of.it.

Mr. NgvirT: That is not so.

Mr. GRANT : Why should the leader of the
Opposition make such a fiery attack upon it ?

Mr, Lexrox : Do you call that fiery ?

Mr, Coyng: You should bear him when he
gets going.

Mr. GRANT: It was flery in comparison
with some of the speeches that the hon, gentleman
delivered. As I started so wili I finish. This
railway will pay. If it is passed the country
will not lose a penny over it. The harbour
board is a thoroughly solvent body, and it has
agreed to guarantee it,  The harbour board do
not owe a penny for interest and redemption.
They met all their payments of interest and re-
demption and other expenses out of revenue last
year and still have a credit balance.

Mr, PAYNE (8itchelly: I do not want to
give a silent vote if this question goes to a divi-
sion. I look on this question with a purely
open mind. The senior member for Rockhamp-
ton pointed out that if the railway did not pay
it was not going to hurt anybody else except the
harbour board at Rockhampton.

Mr. Haminron : And the people of Reckhamp-
ton.

Mr. PAYNE: Who are the Rockhampton
Harbour Board? They are a body of men who
collect harbour dues. They collect those harbour
dues from the producers of Central Queensland.

Mr. HaMILTON : And the consumers.

Mr, PAYNE: If this line is built and does
not pay, then the people of Central Queensland
will be hit hard, because they have got to find
the money to give to the harbour board. The
senior member for Rockhampton pointed out
that a resolution in favour of thisline was passed
by the Pastoralists’ Association in March last,
saying that it was necessary to build this railway
to open up a deep-water port for Central Queens-
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land. I would point out that at that meeting
of the Pastoralists’ Association there were only
nineteen men present.

Mr., GranT: Tt was the annual meeting.

~ Mr. PAYNE: And the voting in favour of
Port Aima was fourteen to five.

The PreMIER : They represented a large pro-
portion of the trade of Central Queensiand.

Mr. PAYNE: Nineteen men at the Pastora-
lists’ Association annual meeting at Rock-
hampton was a very poor meeting. I will go
further, I venture to say that every wool-
grower in Central Queensland, big and little,
if they had a voice in this question, would
decide by a big majority against the con-
struction of the Port Alma line. It is all very
well for members to get up-lLere and say that
‘a resolution was passed by the Barcaldine
Shire Council. The hon. member for Clermont
told us that there were resolutions passed by
a body of men in his electorate. We know
how insignificant these bodies are at times.

Mr. GrRANT: The Workers’ Political Organi-
sation at Black Ridge insignificant !

Mr. PAYNE: They are insignificant in
comparison to the actual voice of the people in
that locality. Members of shire councils get
together and say a certain thing, and then hon.
members come into this Chamber and say that
is the voice of the people. That is not correct.
I voted against this proposal on a previous
-occasion, and I cannot see my way now to
support its construction. There are lots of
places in Queensland where the money which
this line would cost can be put to a much
better use than it would be put in building a
railway to Port Alma. There are some rail-
way stations in Central Queensland which are
a disgrace to the Government, and when they
are asked to improve them Ministers say they
have no money to provide better accommoda-
tion. It would be much better to provide
reasonably good accommodation on existing
railways than to spend a large sum of money
on thif line, I am not prepared to say
whetlior the people in Rockhampton are in
favour of this particular line or not, but I do
say that the fact that the Rockhampton Iiar-
bour Bourd by a majority of one have decided
in favour of the lire is no evidence that the
proposal is approved Ly the people. BSince the
matter was last Lefore the House, I have gone
into it very carefully, and T am unable to see
that the construction of this railway will give
more facilities to the producers in Central
Queensland, but I am quite certain that if it
does not pay it will hit them very hard.

Mr. CRAWTFORD (Fitzroy): I do not m-
tond to speak at any length at this stage
of the matter. 1 am perfectly free in regard
to any action I may take with regard to Port
Alma. The construction of this railway was
not & guestion raised during my election cam-
paign, only one insignificant question bhaving
been asked me on the subject, and in answer
to that question I expressed no opinion. But
I know perfectly well that for a long time
the pecple of Mount Morgan have expressed
themselves by petition and by public meeting
in favour of the construction of this line to
Port Alma. I am therefore anxious to have
a better opportunity of considering the pro-
posal in detail. I shall not go into the matter
now. because I intend to vote for the intro-
duction of the Bill in order that I may have
an opportunity of going thoroughly into the
whole question. When the proper time comes
I shall ask the patience of the House for a
considerable time in order to express my

[#r. Payne.
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opinion on this very important matter. I am
anxious that the Bill should be introduced.
3o that those members who, like myself, are
new to this House, and have not had an
opportunity of considering the propesal on a
previous occasion, will have an opportunity
now of considering it in all its details.

Mr. HARDACRE (Zeichhardt): 1 do not
intend to make a long speech, but I desire
to enter my strong protest against this pro-
posal. I oppose the introduction of the Bill
because we know a great deal about the
preposal from information which wys laid be-
fore this IHouse on a previous occasion, and
from information which we have got from
outside. The information I have got shows
that this proposal is the nearest approach to
a political job of any proposal which has been
made by the Government since I have been
a member of this House. It is a proposal to
build a railway on similar lines to those rail-
ways in America which are built for the benefit
of big companies or a few financial institu-
tions. No evidence has been placed before
the House which would warrant the expendi-
ture of public money in building a railway
to Port Alma. The Commissioner for Rail-
ways actually condemns the thing by faint
praise. First of all, he says the railway will
go for the most part over mud flats and flooded
couniry, and that nobody knows how high
the floods are in that country. Here are hie
words—

Much ot the route is over fiooded country, owing to
the overflow from Six-mile and Eight-mile creeks. which
extend from about 2 miles to 6 miles, and practically
nothing is known as to the height and direction of the
water, nor how long the floods iast.

That passage in ilself is sufficient to condemn
the proposal; hut at the close of his report the
Comuwissioner further says—

I recommend the constraction of this line because the
State will not lose thereby.

Not only will the line go through flooded
country and mangrove swamps, but there: is
no possibility of building a township at Port
Alma, and there is actually no water to be
obtained at the place for the shipping and the
peonle who will be employed at the wharves.
This is a most contentious matter, not ouly in
this House, but also in Rockhampton, and in
order to get better evidence in regard to it a
committee of experts was appointed to make
inquiries and report on the proposal. That
committee sat and took evidence, and actually
reported against the proposal. They recom-
mended the construction of a line from Broad-
mount which should cross the Fitzrov by a
bridge.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
railway.

Mr. HARDACRE: Yes; they actually pre-
ferred a railway which would cross the mouth
of the Fitzroy to this railway over flooded
country. If that is not enough to show mem-
bers the foclishness of this proposal. I do nob
know what is. It is said that the Rockhamp-
ton Harbour Board are to guarantee the line.
The Rockhampton Harbour Board members
are clected on absolutely the most restricted
and conservative franchise which any local
body is elected in Queensland or in Australia.
It reminds one of the old corrupt franchise
which existed in Great Britain before the
Reform Act of 1832. The majority of the
members are elected by so-called payers of
dues, and the minority of four are elected by
the ratepayers of Rockhampton. Whenever
the ratepayers of Rockhampton get a chance
to express their views they invariably ex-
press themselves as opposed to the Port Alma

An oversea
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Railway. But a few financial companies in
Rockhampton, whose headquarters are in Mel.
bourne, have a huge scheme behind this for their
own self-a.gqrandlaement they have managed
to obtain a majority on the Rockhampton Har-
bour Board. I have evidence to show that
ten financial institutions in Rockhampton and
Melbourne have managed to secure something
like 100 proxy votes out of a total of 173. By
that way they manage to elect representatives
who override the wishes of the people of
Rockhampton every time. I say the Rock-
hampton Harbour Board. elected on a fran-
chise of that kind against the wishes of the
people of Rockhampton—a guarantee should
not be accepted from a board of that kind. It
is not the people of Rockhampton who are
guaranteeing this railway; it is the financial
oligarchy over-riding the wishes of the Rock-
hampton people, and they are going to guar-
antee a railway that is going to divert trade
from the Rockhampton Harbour.,

'The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Rockhamp-
ton will control Port Alma.
Mr. HARDACRE: The Rockhampton

Harbour Board have spent hundreds of

thousands of pounds on improve-

[6 p.m.] ments in the Fitzroy River, and

now they are really going to

guarantee a railway which will divert the
trade from the Fitzroy River itself.

_The BSECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LanDs: The
river boats will go up to Rockhampton.

Mr. HARDACRE: A large amount of the
trade will go ¢i¢ Port Alma. They are
actually throwing money away if they build
this railway. The Rockhampton Harbour
Board have deepened the river at consider-
able expense, and they are going to make it
entirely unnecessary to take advantage of
the deepenmg of the river, which has been
brought about by the expenditure of this
money.

The SECRETARY TForR RaArLwavs: The
coastal steamers will still go to Rockhampton.

Mr. HARDACRE: A few small boats will
go to Rockhampton, but the large boats will
stay at Port Alma—the deep-water port—
where the steamers can come in at any time,
and in that case it is going to take these ships
from the Fitzroy River.

The SECRETARY - FOR RAILWAYS:
steamers do not go up the river now.

Mr. HARDACRE: No; and they all go
to Broadmount now if the tide is not against
it. I enter my protest against the railway,
and when it comes on for discussion on the
second reading I shall have a great deal
more to say about it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. D. ¥, Denham, Oxley): It seems to me
rather unusual, at this stage, tha.t so much
time should be talken up in opposmg a motion
for the introduction of this Bill. I quite
understand the thing being contested purely
on its merits, but at this stage we are not
able to get the whole facts before us as
recently ascertained. It is the old story—
this Port Alma Railway. We have had it
more than once before the House; it has
caused trouble on more than one occasion,
and I think it is as well that the maftter
should be completely and finally dealt with.
(Hear, hear!) I believe. during the after-
noon, some reference was made to the posi-
tion I took up in relation to this line on one
occasion. . That position was a perfectly
honourable one, and I am in the same posi-
tion to-day. I said that it was a matter for
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the people themselves in that neighbourheod
and district, and if they were desirous of
securing the line and would foot the bill—
there was a local election pending at the
time, and if the result of that election was
in favour of the Port Alma line it had
nothing at all to do with me. That election
went in favour of the Port Alma line.

Mr. HarDACRE: It was a very restricted
franchise,

. The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:

The franchise is not perhaps of the most
modern, but such as the franchise is, it went
in favour of the Port Alma scheme, and I
think, at least, the House should have
admitted of the Bill being brought down so
that the whole facts could be laid before hon.
members. and the railway dealt with, as I
am sure it should be, on its merits,

The PREMIER: I would just like to say a
few words on this matter. I do not intend at
this stage to discuss the merits or demerits
of the proposal at all. I do not think this is
the proper time to do it. Indeed, I say
frankly that T regret exceedingly the line of
action taken by the depu’ry leader of the
Opposition. on this oecasion. am ‘quite
willing that the House should consider this
proposal purely on its business merits, and
deal with it according as their judgment goes,
but there is no member in the House  this
afternoon who imagines that this matter has
been discussed on its business merits. Hon.
members opposite imagine—and probably the
deputy leader of the Opposition is not the
worst of them in this matter—hon. members
opposite think that by defeating this railway
they can discredit the Premier. Not one man
who talked on the railway cared one snap of
the fingers about it. I think it is rather
hard. During the time I have been in office
as Treasurer, and then as Premler, I have
been doing my very best to improve all the
ports of the State from Brisbane to Thursday
Island, and, as a matter of fact, I have done
it. I am trying now to complofe the port
accommodation of the Central district—to
give the people of the Central district the
advantage of the British-India service which
other ports are getting. I am trying to make
the same arrangement for the people in the
Northern districts by dredging. I am trying
to get the deputy leader of the Opposition
the advantages of a port and railway facili-
ties for his district. Show me a port on the
coast of Queensland where I have not
attempted to improve the shipping facilities,
and because this happens to be my own dis-
trict is it to be neglected? If the House will
discuss this on its business merits, and accept
it or reject it, I do not care a straw for the
result, but it is impossible to get any person
to believe that trying to Drewent the thing
being brought before the House is caused by
anything else but party or personal feeling.
Let the House go as fully as they please into
its business merits, and I am quite prepared
to take the Judgmont of the House in regard
to this railway, as I am in regard to any
other railway. It is only a fair thing that the
House should do that. To refuse the pro-
posal at all, or_ refuse to discuss it on its
merits, is not the duty of members of the
House. I am quite prepared to discuss the’
matter on its merits when the second reading
of the Bill comes on. That is the proper
time, and we will then have ample time to
do it.

Mr. LENNON: Have I the right to reply,
Mr. Speaker?

Mr. Lennon.]
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The SPEAKER: If the hon, moember
wishes, he will be in order in making a per-
sonal explanation.

Mr. LENNON: The only personal explana-
tion I desire to make is that there Wwas 1no-
thing of a personal character whatever in the
opposition on this side of the House—nothing
of that sort was entertained for a moment.

The SPEAKER: The more regular way to

make that explanation would be to get some
hon. member who had not spoken to refer to
it.
* Mr. RYAN (Burcoo): As it_appears that
this question is going to a divison, I feel
bound to say something in reference to it.
I have always been opposed to the Port Alma
Railway. I have on several occasions spoken
publicly in Rockhampton against the con-
struction of this line, and in favour of the
opening of Broadmount. Those facts were
known to the electors of the Barcoo when I
put up as a candidate at the recent election,
and I think the electors are quite content to
leave the matter as to how I shall vote in my
own hands. I am quite certain that a lot
of them are not concerned about the matter,
and they desire their member to use his own
judgment, to apply it to the facts, and to
vote accordingly, consistent with the interests
of that electorate and with the interests of
the whole of Queensland. I am-—and I am
quite sure hon. members on this side of the
House are—desirous of hearing any measure
discussed.

OpposiTION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. RYAN: They are anxious to get any
information they can, and judge accordingly.
T have a mind open to argument on this ques-
tion. and I shall be glad to hear the arguments
that can be adduced in favour of this railwa.y.
I have already heard them, and there iz no
suggestion that any new arguments are
going to be adduced in favour of it.

The SECRETARY TOR PUBLIC LANDS:
may be when it comes along.

There

Mr. RYAN: There has been no suggestion
that there have been any new arguments,
and I think the Minister, if there are any
new grounds why the railway should be sup-
ported, should have given that information
to the House when he proposed the introduc-
tion.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
the proper time.

Mr. RYAN: I think that, under the cir-
cumstances of this particular case, this
would be the proper time to do so. But as
this measure must be admitted by members
on both sides of the House to be a very con-
tentious one; and one which will occupy a
lot of time, as the session is short, and as we
are apparently going to have all- night
sittings, the Government should not have
endeavoured to introduce this measure this
session. That is the only ground on which I
am prepared to oppose its introduction now. It
is not because 1 desire to prevent the discus-
sion of it, but because I think that in such a
short session as this, with such important
business before us, we should not have a
maéasure of this kind introduced. I shall have
an opportunity—unless at the introduction the
measure is defeated—of dealing fully with it
and justifying the position I am taking up.
The senior member for Rockhampton has
said that the West is in favour of it, but
that is a matter which I am not aware of.

[Mr. Lennon.
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Certainly the Barcaldine Shire Council passed:
a resolution, which they communicated to me.

that they desired me to support the measure.

T have too much respect for the Barcaldine
Shire Council to think that they would’
imagine that, when I have definitely fixed
ideas on a measure of this kind, and have
expressed them publicly before the election, I
should abandon those views in order to
comply with the request. I think also that
the full information which should be before
these local bodies has not been before them,
and it is highly probable that, if it were before-
them, these resolutions Would not be arrived
at. I feel very strongly that in regard to the
putting through of this particular railway a
great number of sinister influences have been
at work—i(hear, hear!}—and I think we are
bound to expose those influences, and for
that reason I think ample time will be re-
quired for the discussion—very much more
time than we shall be able to devote this
session if we_ are to_close as soon as the
Government desire. I think it is very un-
desirable that we should have all night
sittings—sitting here till 6 o’clock in the:
morning. Hon. members are not in a fit
condition to give proper attention to mea-
sures if they sit all night in that fashion.

I'oc mention one or two instances of the kind
of influence I refer to, the other day we
saw in the Brisbane Courier a teleeram from
Rockhampton with reference to the port of
Broadmount. It was stated that the steamer
““Banthia ” was unable to get into Broad-
mount. The pilot could not bring her in for
certain  reasons—there was not sufficient
water, and she had to go to Gladstone and
ship horses there. Immediately afterwards
the captain of the vessel was interviewed at
Gladstone. The report states—

Captain Farquharson of the “S8anthia,” and Torres
Straits Pilot Peebles, who was also on hoard the vessel,
state that there was ahsolutelv no reason why the
¢ Santhia ” should not have berthed at Proadmounnt.

Mr GraNT: Why didn’t she?
laughter.)

Mr. RYAN: The reason is plain. We have
that telegram coming through for the informa-
tion of hon. members immediately before they
introduce the Port Alma Railway Bill to this
House. That is the reason she did not go
into Broadmount. Another matter that puts
us on our inquiry is this: A certain member
of the Rockhampton Harbour Board was com-
pelled to retire from the board on account of
certain influences which were brought to bear
on him, for the simple reason that he was in
favour of the port of Broadmount, and another
member was elected in his place ‘who happens
to be in favour of Port Alma. He was elected
by a very narrow majority, some of the votes
by which he was elected coming from the
Standard Oil Company in America, and from
Melbourne. I say that the franchise on which
the Rockhampton Harbour Board is elected
should be altered before we consider whether
they should be allowed to guarantee the con-
struction of this railway or not. The Premier,
when he was contesting the election in Rock-
hampton, was asked if he was in favour of
altering }he franchise under which the Rock-
hampton Harbour Board was elected, and he
said be was in favour of having it put on the
same lines as the Cairns Harbour Board.

Mr. LENNON: A very good one.

Mr. RYAN: But when he was asked if he
was In favour of doing that before going on
with the Port Alma Railway, he was careful
to say that the two matters had nothing to

{Opposition
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do with one another, and he would not make
any promise at that time. Before we consider
the question of accepting the guarantee of the
Rockhampton Harbour Board, we should have
it elected on a proper franchlse Represent-
ing an important constituency in the West of
Queensland, I should be lacking in my duty
if I allowed a guarantee of that kind to be
undertaken by the Rockhampton Harbour
Board, the onus of which may eventually fall
on the people of the electorate I represent.

Mr, WHITE: How can it?

Mr. RYAN: The consumer must eventu-
ally pay the harbour dues which may be
placed upon the introduction of goods to
Rockhampton.

Mr. WHITE:

Mr., RYAN: I am surprised to hear the
hon. member for Musgrave say that they are
not the consumers. The Western people are
the cousumers, as well as the Rockhampton
people.

They are not the consumers.

Mr. Grant: What about Mount Morgan?

Mr RYAN: I am not here to speak about
what the people of Mount Morgan or the
people in any other constituency think. 1
am here to use my intelligence and apply it
to the facts of this particular case, and I feel
1 should be lacking in my duty to the electors
I represent if I were to aupport this particu-
lar railway.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
about the resolution now?

Mr. RYAN: The interjection of the Min-
ister for Lands is certainly an intelligent one.
My reason for not supporting the introduction
of the measure now is because the session is so
short and there are so many other important
measures to be dealt with. The measure is
such a contentious one, and will take so much
time, that it is not proper that the Government
should introduce it this session. That is the
only reason on which I oppose the introduction
of the measure now. It it was introduced
earlier, when-there was a better opportunity
for discussion, I should vote in favour of
allowing it to be introduced.

Mr. GranT: Oh!

Mr, RYAN: I trust the senior member for
Rockhampton will accept my word for it.

Mr., WHITE (Musgrave): 1 just wish to
refer to two remarks made by the hon. mem-
ber for Barcoo with reference to the payers of
dues, Three-fourth of the dues coliected by
the Rockhampton Harbour Board are paid by
the Mount Morgan Company, and another
large proportion 1s paid by the exporters of
wool. The people of Rockhampton or of
Barcoo are not the payers of dues in any
sense of the word.

What

OpposiTiON MEMBERS: Nonsense!

Mr, WHITE: It is perfectly right. The
buyera of the wool in England, America, Ger-
many, and other parts ot the world, and the
purchasers of the copper matte and gold ex-
ported from Central Queensland are the payers
of dues. The hon. member for Barcoo gave
among his reasons for not voting for the
introduction of the Bill that there were a lot
of doubtful interests behind this measure, but
he stated at the finish of his speech that his
only reason for opposmg its introduction was
because the session was so short, and there
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were s0 many important measures still to be
disposed of. He made a sort of * Yes-No”
speech. He is trying to please his own ocon-
stituents in one direction and to please other
people in another.

Mr. Ryan: I stated no such thing.

Mr. WHITE: The hon. member distinctly
stated at the conclusion of his speech that he
would not vote for the introduction of the Bill
under certain conditions—presumably because
it was not brought in earlier in the session.
Previously, he said that he was opposing the
motion for a totally different reason. I am not
wedded to this proposal. I approach it with
a perfectly open mind—exactly as the hon.
member for Barcoo does. But the arguments
from the other side haye convinced me that
there are ulterior motives on that side, if
there are some on this side, as is alleged. I
took the trouble to go to Rockhampton to
investigate this matter, thinking it would
probably come on, and certainly opinion 1s
strong on both sides in Rockhampton. The
hom member for Barcoo stated that in his
election campalgn he was perfectly open cn
the matter, and that he stated that he was
against the Port Alma scheme.

Mr. Ryan: I did not say I stated that.

Mr. WHITE: If I have misconstrued what
the hon. member said, I am very sorry, but
I was certainly of opinion that he did say so.
On the other hand, the senior and junior
members for Rockhampton both expressed
thlemselves unmistakably in favour of Port
Alma.

Mr. CoyxeE: Not to the electors.

Mr. WHITE: They were both elected, and
one of the grounds on which they were elected
was that they were in favour of the railway.
I have just been reading some of the speeches
made by the Premier, and both in Rock-
hampton and elsewhere the hon. gentleman
has never hesitated to give his opinion about
Port Alma. If the people of Hockhampton
are satisfied that the railway is the correst
thing, and they are prepared to take the
whole responsibility, I do not see why there
should be any hesitation about allowing
the Bill to be introduced. After it has been
introduced we shall know exactly what is to
happen. I am personally sorry it has beenr
brought on at the end of the session.

Mr. Ryan: That is my objection.

Mr. WHITE: There is certainly no reason
why it should not be brought forward. It
may not be passed this session. I do not
know whether it is to be pushed through or
not—I am not in the confidence of the Govern-
ment on the matter—but it is only fair that
it should be allowed to be introduced. This
Government have done a great deal to open
up the ports of the State. So far as Bunda-
berg is concerned, I do not think they have
done anything; but they have certainly done
a great deal to increase shipping facilities at
Townsville, Rockhampton, and Brisbane.

Mr., ALLEN: And not Bundaberg.

Mr, WHITE: No; Bundaberg has a har-
bour board of its own, and they are working
in their own quiet little way. But Bunda-
berg has nothing to do with this matter. It
is not a parochial matter at all, and I intend
to vote for the introduction of the Bill to give
it the same chance as any other measure.

Mr. White.]
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Question put ; and the House divided :—

Axzs, 32. -
Mr. Allan Mr. Hunter, D.
,» Armstrong ,» Keogh
,, Barnes, W.H, ,, Kidston
. Booker ., Lesina
,» Bridges .y Maecartney
5, Corser . Morgan
,» Cottell ,s» Paget
5 Crawford ., Petrie
,» Cribb ,» Philp
,» Denham ,» Rankin
5, Forrest . Somerset
,, Forsyth 5y Swayne
,» Grant ,, Tolmie
. Gunn s Walker
» Hawthorn ,»  Whité®
,,» Hodge ., Wienholt
Tellers: Mr, Bridges and Mr. Morgan.
Nogs, 25.
¥r, Allen Mr. May
,» Barber ,» Muleahy
,» Brennan 5 Mullan
, Breslin »» Murphy
,» Coyne » McLachlan
,, Ferricks » Nevitt
,» Hamilton ., O’Sullivan
., Hardaere ,» Payne *
5, Hunter, J. M. ,; Ryan
. Land 5+ Ryland
s Lennon ,» Theodore
» Mann ,» Winstanley
Maughan

Tellers: Mr. Breslin and Mr, J .M. Hunter.

PAIRS.

Ayes—Mr, Fox, Mr. G. P. Barnes, Mr. Grayson, Mr.

Appel, and Mr. Bouchard.
Noes—Mr, Bowman, Mr. Foley, Mr. Collins, Mr.
Douglas, and Mr. Blair,

Resolved in the affirmative.

UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND BILL.

CoNSIDERATION IN COMMITTEE OF THE LEGIS-
LATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: Mr. Speaker,—I move that
you do now leave the chair,

Mr MANN: I wish to enter my protest
against entering on the consideration of the
Council’s amendments. You read the message

. from the Council at about half-
[5.80 p.m.] past 6 this morning. Shortly after

. that members went home to bed
and did not get up till dinner-time, I suppose.
I have had no chance of seeing the amend-
ments, and I ask the hon. gentleman to put
off the discussion until Monday, so that mem-
bers may have a chance of seeing what the
amendments really are.

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE.

On clause 5—°“ Affilated institutions”—

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that the amendment by
the Council on page 2, line 33, be agreed
to. Hon. members would see that it rather
widened the scope of the Bill.

Mr. MANN The Minister had not the
courtesy to reply to his request before the
Speaker left the chair, and he would like to
get some information. The Council had in-
serted certain words, and he wished to know
whether members could insert other words, or
whether they must simply accept or reject
the amendment incorporated by the Council.
If he had had time, he would have gone into
the matter with the Clerk.

[Hon. W. H. Barncs.
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION said the hon. member could not
make other amendments.

Mr. MANN asked for the Chairman’s ruling
on the point, because he might be inclined to
move the insertion of the Kamerunga Nursery
and the Cairns Technical College in addition
to the institution put in by the Council.

The CHAIRMAN: The question was that
the amendment be agreed to. With regard
to the hon. member’s question, you can only
amend the words that are actually before the
Committee—that 1is, the words ‘‘Central
Technical College.”” You can agree to them
or amend those words only, but you cannot
make any further amendment.

Mr. MANN: He would have liked to have
been able to putin other words, such as *‘ The
Brisbane Hospital.”” Further on in the clause
he saw the words ““ and any other educational
establishment in Queensland,” so that really
there was no necessity for the Council to
have inserted the words ‘‘ Central Technical
College.” He moved the deletion of the
word ““ Central > with the view of inserting
the word * any.”

Armendment (Mr. Mann’s) put and nega-
tived.

* Mr. MANN: Apparently the Government
who talked about trusting the people did not
accept any amendment from the elected re-
presentatives of the people, but apparently
they were quite. agreeable to accept any
amendment moved by the nominee Chamber.

The CITAIRMAN: Order! The hon. gen-
tleman’s observations are quite irrelevant.

Mr. MANN: He protested against the atti-
tude taken up by the Government, He
wanted to get the Cairns Technical College
included in the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber asked me for my ruling, and I gave it.
I ask him now to obey that ruling. or else
move that my ruling be disagreed to.

Mr. MANN: He was not questioning the
Chairman’s ruling, and the Chairman must
not get excited. IHe wanted to get in an
amendment so as to include the Cairns Techni-
cal College, but the Government would not
accept amendments from members of the Legis-
lative Assembly, although they accepted them
from the Upper House.

Question put and passed.
On clause 9— Disqualifications’—

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that the Iegislative
Council’s amendments in clause 9, lines 16,
11, 12, and so far as the numbers were con-
cerned in the other lines, be agreed to, The
amendment provided for the disqualification
of a principal of any secondary school or
person engaged in preparing students for the
University from becoming a member of the
senate. Ife accepted the amendment on the
understanding that no reflection was cast

“against persons filling those positions. It was

to be regretted that the amendment was not
inserted in some other part of the Bill in-
stead of being included with the other dis-
qualifications. Apparently it was convenient
to have that safeguard, and in order to ex-
pedite the passage of the Bill, he accepted
the amendment and moved that it be agreed
to.

Mr. MANN had the same objection against
this amendment, as he had not time to read
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the debates that took place in the other
chamber, and did not know at whose instiga-
tion it was inserted,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN.
STRUCTION: The amendment was inserted
by the Council by a majority of 18 to 5.
Some of the arguments used in another place
were that the teaching staff might be sus-
pected to be behind something that would be
distinotly of advantage to them if the persons
mentioned in the amendment were on the
Senate.

Mr. LexNoN: Remember that that amend-
ment was carried against the Government in
tune Upper House.

~The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: He admitted that it was, but
in order to expedite the business he would
accept the amendment.

Mr. MANN: The Bill was drafted by the
Education Department, yet the Minister
was prepared to go back on his staff and
accept the amendment of the Council, none
«f the members of which, perhaps, might have
any knowledge of instruction for which a
teacher was fitted. In accepting the amend-
ment the Minister was allowing the express
wish of his department to be flouted. He
would not call for a division, because there
was no chance of defeating the Government
on it, but he pointed out that the Minister in
charge of the Bill in the Upper House voted
against the amendment. He was not in a
position to say whether the amendment was
a good or a bad one, but he thought that
in a master of this kind members should be
largely guided by the advice of experts of the
department, and their advice was clearly
against inserting the amendment. He trusted
that the Minister would not agree to accept
the amendment.

Question—That the Council’s amendment in
clause § be agreed to—put and passed.

On clause 11— Constitution of council”—

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION said the Council proposed
several amendments in this clause. The first
was in subsection (f), in which the Council
had omitted the words, ‘ whether by instal-
ments or otherwise,” and substituted the
word ‘‘five ” for the word ‘‘one,” which made
the paragraph read as follows:—

All individual persons who have made any gift or
donation to the Tniversity amounting in money or value
in the aggregate to not less vthan £500.

The next amendment was in subsection {g), in
which the word *‘professional” was inserted
after * scientific,” and then the following new
paragraph was inserted—

And provided that (@) no person who has been con-

victed of an indictable offer.ce, unless he has received a
free pardon or has undergoue the sentence passed upon
him; or {b) is undergoing a sentenece of imprisonment ;
or ‘e¢) is an insane person within the meauing of the
laws in force for the time being relating to insanivy,
shall be capable of being or continuing a member of the
council.
The last amendment was in subsection (6), in
which the word ““fifty” was substituted for
“twenty-five.” This was really a correction of
a mistake in the Bill as it left the Assembly.
He moved that the Council’s amendments in
this clause be agreed to.

Mr. LENNON : When the Bill was before
that Committee previously he moved the omis-
sion of subsectiou (f), as he regarded the pro-
vision as a blot on the Bill. The proposal that
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a man who donated a certain sum to the Uni-
versity should be able to acquire sthe distinction
of aseat on the council was exceedingly objec-
tionable, and the fact that the Legislative
Council had raised the amount of contribution
qualifying for that distinction from £100 to
£500 in no way met his objection to the pro-
vision, However, he would not move any
amendment. It was not worth while, as the
Government had a majority behind them who
would defeat any amendment he might submit.

Mr. BLAIR thought the new provision in-
serted by the Council was a very peculiar one.
According to that proviso, whoever was re-
sponsible for the constitution of the council of
the University was supposed to have in their
minds she possibility of appointing a person who
was insane ; or a person who had been con-
victed of anindictable offence, unless he had re-
ceived a free pardon or had undergone the
sentence passed upon him ; or—which was still
more extraordinary—a person who was under-
going a sentence of imprisonment. Did the
Minister think that a measure of thizs kind was
improved by the insertion of such a provision?
Would it not be better to delete it altogether,
and resubmit the Bill to the Council?- The

amendment was a very bad copy of

[T p.m.] clause 9 dealing with the senate.

To illustrate his argument, if hon.
members would look at clauses 8 and 9 they
would tind that the first members of the senate
would be appointed by the Governor in Council
and the disqualifications were—

No person who— X
(i) Is notof the full age of twenty-one years; or -
(ii, Is a principal of any secondary school or & per-
son engaged in preparing students for the Uni-
versity ; or
(iti.; Has his affairs under liguidation by arrange-
» ment with his creditors; or
iv.) Is an uncertificated or undischarged insolvent ;
or
(v.) Has been convicted of an indictable offence,
unless he has received a free pardon or has
undergone the sentence passed upon him ; or
(vi.) Is undergoing a sentence of imprisonment; or
(vit.; Is an insane person witbin the meaning of
the laws in force for the time being relating to
insanity ;
shall be capabla of being or continuing a member of the
senate.
Clause 9 in the Bill and the amendment sought
to be inserted in clause 11 were very bad blots
on an otherwise good measure. Fancy the
Governor in Council appointing a person who
was undergoing sentence of imprisonment or an
insane person! Some Governor in Council
might appoint a person-who had bhad his affairs
under liquidation by arrangement with his credi-
tors, because it was said by some people that some
persons, after an arrangement with their credi-
tors, were in a better position to contribute £500.
He called attention to the wording of the amend-
ment. The letter (&) should have been inserted
after the word “ person.” As it was at present,
it made nonsense of the amendment. He hoped
the Secretary for Pablic Instruction would see
his way to delete the proviso that had been in-
serted, and to recommit the Bill with the view of
cutting out clause 9, with the exception of the
proviso with regard to persons under twenty-one
vears of age. To make the thing complete, the
Committee should insert that a member of the
council could not be appointed who was not of
the age of twenty-one years. Surely they could
trust those persons who had the management of
the University to see that no insane person, and
no person who had been convicted of an indict-
able offence, would be appointed to the council.
The Bill would be essentially improved by those
provisions being wiped out altogether.

Mr. Blair.]
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Mr. MANN expected the Secretary for Public
Instruction would have replied to the hon. mem-
ber for Ipswich. He thought the senior member
for Rockhampton would have objected to the
amendment of the Council, because be said the
University was very much in need of funds ; and
now, according to the amendment inserted by
the Legislative Council, a person would have to
donate £500 to get a seat, and he could not pay
by instalments.

Mr. GRANT : £500 is better than £100.

Mr. MANN : It seemed to him that the hon.
member simply used his arguments to get the
measure through the House, no matter how
objectionable it was, and when an amendment
was made in another place, he entirely forgot to
fight againct it, The hon. member was only
seized with the desire to agree with everything
the Council proposed, bearing out the idea that
the Government was simply the instrument of
hon. members in another place,

The CHAIRMAN : The question is—That
the Committee agree with the Legislative
Suum_:il’s amendment in clause 11. The ““ Ayes”

ave 1t.

Mr. DOUGLAS rose to a point of order. He
was on his feet before the question was decided.

The CHAIRMAN : During the past two
weeks, while I have been occupying this posi-
tion, I have repeatedly asked hon. members to
rige before I rose to put the question ; and also,
when they rise, to address me either as * Mr.
Chairman” or * Mr. Armstrong.” T say in the
present instance that procedure wasnotfollowed.

Mr. ALLEN : The bon. member for Cook
wag on his feet and said, “ Mr. Armstrong,”
before the motion was declared carried.

The CHAIRMAN : I stand corrected. ‘Mr.
Douglas. :

Mr. DOUGLAS pointed nut that the word (a)
in the proviso was misplaced. It should appear
after the word * who.”

Mr. LENNON asked if the Minister had
given any reason why he declined to accept this
suggestion. It was ridiculous in its present
form; the suggestion would be an improve-
ment.

Mr. MACARTNEY said that this was one
of those formal things that could be corrected
by the clerk of the House. (Hear, hear !)

Mr. FERRICKS did not think there was a
technical error in the wording of the amendment,
though there might be a technical difference. To
his mind, the words ‘‘no person who” were
understood before subsections (b) and (c) of the
amendment.

Question put and passed.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that the Legislative Coun-
cil’s amendment on line 47, clause 12, deleting
the word “fifty” be disagreed to. It was a con-
sequential amendment, and if it were left as it
now appeared it would make the Bill ridiculous.

Question put and passed.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that the Council’s amend-
ment on page 6, lines 36 to 41, inclusive, be
agreed to. It read—

4, Provision shall be made by the statutes for the
granting after examination of degrees and the diploma
of education to persons engaged in the profession of
teaching or other persons in cases where such teachers
or other persons are unable to attend lectures at or in
connection with the University.

This practically provided for external students.

[Mr. M ann.
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Mr. LenNox : It provides what you would not
provide for us.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Surely the hon. member wasnot
goiug to object ?

Mr. LeEN~NON only wanted to draw attention to
the fact that the Minister was taking the dicta-
tion of another place.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION was very pleased to see hon.
members opposite recognising that the Upper
House were of ~ome service.

Mr, MULLAN : The Government, in accept-
ing this amendment, was providing an argument
in favour of the retention of the Upper House.
Hon. members,on this side had tried very hard
in Committee to have a provision of this kind
inserted, but the Premier had laughed at the
absurdity of such a thing. However, he was
pleased that the hon. gentleman, in his wisdom,
had seen fit to accept the snggestion of this side,
even though indirectly. The meaning was that
instead of the University being a DBrisbane
University, it would now be a Queensland Uni-
versity. :

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN reported
that the Committee had disagreed to one amend-
ment, and agreed to all the other amendments.

The report was adopted.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : I movethat the Bill be returned
to the Council, with the following message :—

Mr. PRESIDENT, —~

The Legislative Assembly having had under con-
sideration the Legislative Council’s amendments in the
University of Queensland Bill, beg now to intimate
that they—

Disagree to the amwendment in clause 12, because
it is out of harmony with other portions of the Bill;

And agree to all other amendments in the Bill.

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.
) ResumpTION OF COMMITTEE.
(Mr. W. I). Armsirong, Lockyer, in the chair.)

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS—CHIEF OFFICE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved that £15,826 be granted for the *‘ Chief
Office,” Department of Public Works. There
was an increase in the salary of the Under
Secretary, Mr, Brady, of £50, bringing the
salary up to $£800—the amount at which 1t
stood before retrenchment took place. MMr.
Brady was not only an Under Secretary, but
he was also a professional man, who rendered
excellent service. There were increases of
£20 to the deputy Government architect and
the chief draftsman. In connection with
the inspectors of works there were six in-
creases of £10 and one of £15. In connection
with draftsmen there was an increase of
£315—six increases of £20 each and three of
£10 each. In connection with the junior
draftsmen there was an increase of £39. The
accountant and chief clerk received increases
of 820 each. For clerks there was an increase
of £110, which was due very largely to an
increase in the number of clerks. The vari-
ous clerks received the following increases—
four £10 each and one £20. There was an
increase of £10.to one of the typists. The
plankeeper, messenger, and assistant messen-
ger each received an increase of £10. The
vote for temporary assistance was £200 less
than for last year. One watchman received
an increase of £10, and the lift engineer
received, a similar increase. Two of the lift
attendants received increases of £10 each,
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and a fresh appointment made up the differ-
-ence. The telephone switchboard attendant
also received an increase of £10.

Mr. LENNON regarded it as a matter of
duty to ca!l attention to the fact that the
gentleman in charge of this department, like
the gentleman in charge of nearly all the
departments, received a substantial increase
in salary. Ide admitted the justice of the re-
marks made by the Minister, that this officer
was a professional man. This department
-differed very much from other branches of the
public service, inasmuch as the increases were
general throughout the department. They
had all got decent rises, and he had no doubt
they were entitled to them. The deputy Go-
vernment architect was a thoroughly efficient,
capable man, and he was glad to see that his
ability had been recognised. The large
-number of increases was perhaps due to Mr.
Brady’s powers of persuaston. With regard to
the vote for temporary assistance, while there
were reasons in the case of this department
.and the Railway Department why such a vote
was necessary, as a general rule, it should not
-appear at all in the Estimates: People in the
-service should be paid for doing their work,
-and if the staff was not large enough to cope
with the work then it should be permanently
increased.

The PreMIER: You camnot do
temporary assistance sometimes,

Mr. LENNON: That was what he had just
stated, but as a rule it ought to be avoided.
He was quite familiar with the conditions
under which State schools were erected and
repairs and additions to school buildings were
carried out by the Government; but, as the
-conditions were not generally known, he would
ask the Minister to state what they were for
public information.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
In the case of new schools, when a school was
.approved of, one-fifth had to be provided
locally and the Government found the
balance.  After a school was erected, the
whole responsibility in regard to additions
-and repairs was taken in hand by the Go-
vernment,

Mr. MANN: There was no doubt, as the
Minister had stated, that the increase to the
L'nder Secretary was warranted. At any rate,
it was more warranted than the increase to
the Under Secretary to the Chief Secretary’s
Department, because in this case there was
a good deal of work to do. He noted, in
~common_ with the deputy leader of the Oppo-
sition, that the increases were general until
they got down to the lift attendants. He
noticed that one received £100, and three
-others £60, £50, and £40, respectively. He
presumed the three latter were boys.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Ves;
-some of them are very young.

Mr. MANN: He did not know that it was
-advisable to have lifts worked by young lads.
He thought, however, that the senior lift
attendant should receive more than £100. A
man working a lift was certainly not over-
paid at less than £2 a week. He brought the
matter under the notice of the Minister to see
if the amount could not be increased a little.
If a man was married and had a family to
keep, the amount was not sufficient, and he
hoped the Minister would see that lift attend-
ants who were married got a living wage.

Mr, ALLEN desired to know how it was that
they never saw an inspector. of works in the
-Bulloo electorate except at election time; also,

without
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why an inspector was not allowed to report upon
anything that had not been placed before the

department in writing. He under-
[7.80 p.m.] stood that the committee of the
Thargomindah State School desired
to make improvements to the veranda——

The CHATRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber will not be in order in discussing buildings
under this item. They are included in the next
vote,

Mr. ALLEN: He was pointing out that
owing to red tape an inspector of works was not
allowed to report on anything that he had not
received instructions from the department to
report upon.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon, member is per-
fectly in order in discussing that.

Mr. ALLEN: In the first place, the schoo1
committee asked for an additional veranda on
one side of the teacher’s residence, and they
afterwards came to the conclusion that it would
be better to have a veranda on each side.
When the inspector came up to report, he could
not make a report on the advisableness of put-
ting a veranda on each side of the building,
because he had only been instructed to report on
the question of puttiog a veranda on one side
of the building.  That wus a ridiculous condition
of affairs.

Mr. MACARTNEY thought the Minister
was to be congratulated on the fact that his
Estimates et with the approval of even the
hon. member for Cairns. 'With respect to inspec-
tion uuder the Factories and Shops Act, he had
heard complaints of the inspectors acting in an
arbitrary manner in the case of those businesses
in connection with which the owners practically
lived on the premises. Under the provisions of
the Act, the door between the residential quar-
ters and the business premises must be closed, but
there were many cases where, without any inten-
tion of going against the Act, the door was left
open for the convenience of inmates, so that they
might enjoy the coolness of the evening or some-
thing of that sort. He understood that inspec-
tors exercised much too arbitrary contrelin cases
of that kind. The administration of the Act
also weighed heavily on a class of small business
people, who united with their business the keep-
ing of a boarder or two and a dining-room.
These people were compelled to register as board-
ing-house keepers, and also under the Factories
and Shops Act—a double registration. He con-
sidered that these Acts should be administered
with a certain amount of common sense.

Mr. MAUGHAN : Like the deputy leader of
the Opposition, he was pleased to see thatincreases
had been granted to the junior members of the
staff. He expressed the hope that the day might
come when all the labour departinents and sub-
departments of the Works Department, and
several other subdepartments, might come under
the category of the Labour Department and be
put under one official head, with a Minister for
Labour in charge. Not long ago, the Premier,
when in company with a number of Labour
members and trades unionists, in connection
with the Trades Disputes Bill, introduced the
present Attorney-General as the Minister for
Labour, but from that day he had never seen
where ‘that gentleman had been gazetted as
Minister for Labour.

Mr. ForsyTH : Do you want to create another
billet with £1,000 a year?

Mr. MAUGHAN : There was a Minister for
Labour in both New South Wales and South

Australin,. There were so many subdepartments
under different Ministers that they hardly knew

Mr. Maughon.]
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where they were, and it would be better to have
& Minister for Labour in charge of all these
matters.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
The matters that had been referred to by
members would receive the fullest considera-
tion. 1f any hon. member could point out
to him at any time where any undue delay
was taking place in matters connected with
the department it wonld be attended to. (Hear,
hear!) 1In reply to the hon. member, Mr,
Macartney, he could say that the first duty of
the person in charge of the department was to
see that the law was carried out ; then, after hav-
ing satisfied himself about that, common-sense
methods should prevailin a climate such as ours,
provided that officers of the department were
satisfied that certain things could be done by
leaving the doors onen to prevent any means of
doing business. There should be a certain
amount of give and take ; in fact, that would be
the policy of the department. (Hear, hear!)

Question put and passed.

BUILDINGS,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved that £166,336 be granted for ¢ Buildings.”
There was an increase in the vote of £56,736.
That seemingly large increase was brought about
principally as a result of some £50,000 being put
down towards the provision for a Queensland
University and Central Technical College build-
ing. In other cases there were slight increases
which were largely due to the growing needs of
the departrient, .

Mr. MANN noticed the item ¢ Hospital
Buildings (three-fifths cost) £5,500.” The people
at Cairns wished to build a new wing to the hos-
pital and were collecting money for it now.
‘Was the Government ready to advance the three-
fifths of the cost, and would it come out of this
amount ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
£500 of this sum was a re-vote, as hon. members
would see from the footnote.

Mr. Maxy : That leaves £5,000.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
It was considered that there would be ample
money fo meet cases such as that the hon. gentle-
man referred to.

Mr. HAMILTON asked if cottage hospitals
would be assisted in the same way as general
hospita's in regard to the three-fifths to be given
by the Government.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS :
All hospitals were treated on the same footing—
namely, three-fifths contributed by the Govern-
ment,

Mr. WINSTANLEY ssked if the money was
provided for the new police quarters at Charters
Towers, and would the Minister say if a contract
had been accepted ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
That matter was provided for on the Loan
Estimates, as the hon. gentleman would see.

Mr. ALLEN: The buildings in Thargo-
mindah had not been painted for ten years in
some instances, and the chimney of the court-
house, which had heen down five years, had not
yet been re-erected.  Would the Minister have
these matters attended to?

TheSECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
He would have inquiries made into the matter.

Question put and passed.

INSPECTION OF MACHINERY,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved that £8,360 be granted for  Inspection of
Machinery.” There were four additional in-

[Mr. Maughan.
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spectors appointed as a result of the increase of
the work in the departinent. Theincreases in the
amountspaid toinspectors of machinery amounted
to £340. There were four new appointments at
£240 each. Provision was made for thre= other
new appointments, totalling £720. One officer
died who was getting £240, oneresigned who was
getting £210, and another who was getting £260-
was promoted: In connection with the clerks,
there was an increase of £180. The same prin-
ciple was followed in the increases—namely,
three at £10 each, another two at £10 each, and
certain adjustments as a result of the resigna-

, tions and new appointments.

Mr. LENNON was pleased to see that the de-
partment had appointed an additional number of
inspectors of machinery. Dissatisfaction had
been expressed by the people in some Northern
districts at the absence of inspection of machi-
nery. 'This might have arisen from the fact that
thers were not « sufficient number of inspectors.
to do the work, and he hoped that now that the
number of inspectors was increased by four the
cause for this dissatisfaction would disappear.
There was also a feeling in some districts in the
Norththat the ifspection was rather perfunctory,
owing to the fact that the inspectors had to
hurry away to other placss, and he trusted that
in this matter, too. the cause of complaint would
be removed.

Mr. MAY expressed the hope that special
instructions would be issued to the inspector who
was statiohed at Hughenden to inspect the
machinery attached to shearing-sheds prior to-
the commencement of shearing, as in the past
strikes had taken place owing to such machinery
being in a defective condition. There were a
great number of old boilers and machinery used
in the working of mines in the Cloncurry dis-
trict which were not safe, and he snggested that
they should recsive the attention of the
inspectors.  He desired also to point out that a
number of thoroughly competent men who had
been driving engines for years had not had an
opportunity of getting certiticates of competency.
They might not be able to pass a theoretical
examination, but they were practical and com-
petent men, and he thought the inspector should:
beempowered to put them through their facings.
when he wasmaking hisrounds, and, if they proved
themselves efficient, to grant them certificates,
g0 as to save them the troubla and expense of a
long journey to Tuownsville, Charters Towers, or
Hughenden.

Mr. O'SULLIVAN : A short time ago his:
attention hLad Leen directed to the fact that the
second-class certificates which bad-been issued
to the drivers of stationary engines had been
recalled, and new certificates, which were not of
the same value, issued in their place. Under
the old certificates the men could handle engines
of a much bigger capacity than they could under
the new certificates, which was a great injustice:
to the men, as they were thoroughly qualified.
It wonld be hard to callupon those men, many of
whom were fifty years and some over fifty years of
age, to go through a technical examination, and
he hoped that the department would tike steps.
to remedy this grievance.

Mr. McLACHLAN : The matter referred to-
by the hon. member for Kennedy had been
brought up in the House on one or two occasions,
and a prowmise had been given that an amending
Bill would be introduced to meet the case, but up-
to the present they had not seen that Bill. When
new certificates were issued to engine-drivers.
under the Inspection of Machinery and Scaffold-
ing Act, they were dated on the date of issue, so-
that the men weré made to appear as new engine--
drivers, there being nothing on the certificate to.
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show their previous length of service in that
capacity. He hoped that the Minister would
arrange that all certificates issued in future
should show the length of time that holders
thereof had been employed as engine-drivers,
and that in the case of certificates already issued
the length of service of the holders would, upon
application, be endorsed on the certificates, or
certified by the department on separate slips
which could be attached to the certificates.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS

said there was no objection on the part of the

department when issuing future

{8 p.m.] certificates to state on same the

length of service, and he did not

think there was any obstacle in the way of any

person who had already received a certificate of

having the length of serviece marked on it, if

he made application and could verify his state-
ment.

Mr. McLacHLAN :
that public?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
He was making it public. In reply to the hon.
member for Flinders with regard to the dis-
abilities under which some people laboured
through being removed & considerable distance
from where they could sit for examination,
which entailed a good deal of expense, he would
like to say that it was possible now for people to
sit for examination at Hughenden. This was a
more difficult question than appeared on the
face of it. It was absclutely important that
men in charge of machinery should be capable
men, and the department would be very blame-
able if they, by slipshod methods, did anything
that would possibly, as a result of their slipshod
methods, cause loss of life. That was the firs
thing the department should counsider. He
could assure hon. members that, as far as it was
possible, he would meet the wishes of the people
placed in the position mentioned. It was very
evident the department could not ssnd an officer
to every man who wanted to sit for examination
—there must be some centre. The hon. member
for Kennedy made reference to the fact that
there were very competent men who probably,
if they bad to sit for examination, would not be
able to very successfully pass that test, although
they were thoroughly practical. The depart-
ment in all those cases would exercise common
sense and would meet those cases so long as they
could safeguard public interests. The most sym-
pathetic consideration would be given to all such
matters. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. O'SULLIVAN pointed out that a man
who held a second-class certificate was required
to send in his certificate to the department, and
they issued another certificate under the Inspec-
tion of Machinery and Scaffolding Act that was
not of the same value as the old certificate. He
wished that rectified, so that when the new cer-
tificates were issued the men could handle the
same class of machinery as under the old certifi-
cate,

Mr. MAY wished to impress upon the Minis-
ter that when the inspectors were going round
the country evamining machinery, and a man
only wanted a third-class certificate, the inspec-
tor should be allowed to examine him there and
then,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Every effort would be made to meet the wishes
of the hon. member. As far as the position in
connection with shearing-sheds was concerned,
he would, as far as possible, see that all shearing
machinery was in proper order before shearing
commenced.

Mr. O’SULLIVAN said one of his consti-
tuents held a first-class certificate under the

‘Will the Minister make
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Western Australian Act, and he had been trying
to get a certificate issued to him under the,
Queensland Act, but found great difficulty in
getting the department to recognise him as the
man referred to on the certificate. Of course,
that man could only say that he was the mant
referred to on the certificate ; but that did not
seem to satisfy the department.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
There might be some difficulty as regards identi-
fication. It might possibly happen that an
inexperienced man might steal a certificate.
Cominon-sense methods would be adopted in
dealing with all those matters.

Horn. R. PHILP : As a matler of fact, when
the Act was going through it was the party
opposite who had insisted on all those provisions.
There were a number of men on mineral fields
who had not got certificates, but who were
thoroughly practical men, and more capable of
managing a boiler than men who could pass the
best fechnical examination. They had learned
their business, and knew the engine and boiler
just as a schoolmaster knew his boys. The
party opposite had insisted on all thoss things,
and the result was that a number of good men
could not get employment.

Question put and passed.

LABOUR AND FACTORIES.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved shat £3,399 be granted for ‘‘ Labour and
Factories.” There had been increases in connec-
tion with the clerks as follows:—Two at £20
each, two young ladies at £10 each, three others
at £10 each; new appointments at £110, £70,
£50, £50, and £26 respectively, or a total of £396.
There had been one or two who had been trans-
ferred, or who bad risen, and the deductions on
that account were £250 ; making a total increase,
after allowing for those who had been transferred,
of £146.

Mr. Coxxr: But you have four extra clerks.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
That was so. Sowme of the clerks in question
were juniors.

Mr. CorNE : You have a cadet clerk at £39.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS :
In connection with that cadet clerk there had
been an increase of £13. They had tried not to
forget those who were lowest down in the depart-
ment, and had assisted in that direction.

Mr. MANN said there was a good deal of dis”
satisfaction in his district in connection with the
administration of the Factories and Shops Act.
He had tried to get an inspector appointed there,
butfailed. The clerk of petty sessions was acting
inspector, and he was a very good officer, but he
bad not sufficient time to attend to the business.
He bhad been calling in the assistance of the
police, but he (Mr. Mann) was told that the
police were not too keen in taking up this duty,
because they had plenty of other work to per-
form, He had received complaints from the
shop assistants, and also employers, that there
was a good deal of evasion of the Act. He
knew the Chief Inspector did the best he
conld with the means. at his disposal,. but
it was absolutely necessary that an inspector
should be appointed in Cairns to look after
this work. There was a big alien population
there, especially Chinese, and they traded at all
hours. They should not be allowed to compete
in that way against the white storekeepers. The
white storekeeper closed his shop at 6 o’clock,
and the Chinese stores ought to be closed too.
The Chinese storekeeper kept the goods oub of
sight, but anyone could get practically what he
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wanted, because the houses were like rabbit
warrens—if it was not in one store they could slip
around the back and get it from another. He had
brought the matter of the trading hy the Chinese
on Sundays before the department, and the
report which came back to the inspector was that
no such trading was being done, but he
(Mr Mann) saw eight Chinese stores open
in Cairns on a Sunday, and doing business, so
that the report the inspector got was not correct,
‘Would the Minister see if he could find money
to appoint an inspector who would go round
and prevent this ? He knew of one or two cases
in which overworked assistants had to consult
medical men, and he had received information
of the long hours worked in sowe of the business
houses in Cairns, where the assistants were
brought back at mght He hoped the Minister
would be able to appoint an inspector to look
nto these matters.

Mr. LENNON said there was great dissatis-
faction in his electorate with regard to the
trading of the Chinese after hours. He had had
some correspondence on this matter, and the
feeling up there wasthat the police could not act
withoutgetting authority from the Police Depart-
ment at Townsville, and breaches of the Aect
were passed over. He was aware that in Ingham
the Chinese stores were open at night. The hon.
member for Brisbane North, on a previous vote,
had-called attention to the hardshlps experienced
by small shopkeepers in Brisbane. The Act had
to be carried out, but the inspector should use his
discretion, and not inflict unnecessary hardship,
‘With regard to the Chinese in the Northern dis-
tricts, the white traders who kept general stores
for the most part lived away from their business
premises, but the Chinese lived in the back part
of the building. The front door was closed and
there was no light, but there was a light at the
back, to which there was access by a right of
way, and it was alleged that people went in and
purchased the goods from Chinese after hours.
The director had told him that he had com-
municated with the police up there, who said
that no complaints had been made. Hvidently
the people thought all they had to do was to
write to their member, but if they communicated
with the proper officer the matter would be recti-
fied in balf the time. Similar complaints had
been made in Halifax, but as that place was not
under the Act the matter could not be discussed.
The residents in his electorate persisted in say-
ing that the Act was being evaded, and he would
ask the Minister to be good enough to see that
the Chief [nspector sent out instructions to the
police to be on the alert, and to endeavour as far
as practicable to prevent evasions of the Act.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLICc WORKS : That is a
very reasonable request.

Mr. MAY said that the evasions referred to
by the hon. member for Herbert and the hon.
member for Cairns were also taking place in his
district. He had brought this matter up in
December last, when the then Ministér promised
to have the matter rectified. There were
complaints that the officers in charge of these
matters showed favour to one man when they
were antagonistic to another, and that the
strictest impartiality was not always observed.
He would suggest that the department shounld
send round a man who was unknown to the
people to have a look round for himself, when he
would discover things going on in these towns
far worse than the department imagined,

Mr. WINSTANLEY said that Charters
Towers was no exception in regard to com-
plaints concerning the administration of the

. Act. The Act should be administered in a
common-sense way. bub common sense was

[Mr. Mann.
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the one thing that was lacking in the
administration. Complaints had been made

about working after hours in Charters Towers,
but the inspector declared that he had not
sufficient power, that he had to send the evi-
dence to Brisbane, and delay took place, and
it sometimes happened that by the time he
was instructed to take proceedings it was too
late to initiate a prosecution. The inspector
of shops and factories at Charters Towers
also had work to do for the Labour Bureau.’
Some radical alteration in the system was
necessary, as there was not enough officers
in many cases. Ie could not say whére the
blame lay in connection with Charters Towers,
but he would ask the Minister to try and find
out.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
agreed with the hon. member for Cairns that
it was a difficult matter dealing with Chinese.
In answer to the inquiries of hon. members,
although it might not be altogether wise to
give the mforma.tmn he might _say that there
was no lady mapector in the North, but an
additional one had been appointed. ‘She Fad
already visited some of the Southern towns,
and was going North. She would not be
known, and there would be an advantage in
that. (Hear, hear!) Something of the same
kind would be done in connection with male
inspectors. Hon. members would recognise
that there was a great deal of difficulty in
administering the law 1n that respect, but
his desire was that those who carried out the
law should not be penalised by those who
did not carry it out. He had no sympathy
with people who sweated their employees,
especially in a climate like that of Cairns.
It would be a pleasure to him to investigate
cases which hon. members might submit to
him in confidence, after they had satisfied
themselves as to the facts.

Question put and passed.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved—That the Chairman do now leave the
chair, report that the Committee had come to
certain resolutions, and ask leave to sit again.

Mr. COYNE: Before the Chairman left the
chair, he objected to the adjournment of the
House at that hour. They had sat there all
the previous night, and they had only sat an
hour and twenty-five minutes since resuming
after the tea adjournment. Why should hon.
members be penalised?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. COYNE: He objected to the Chairman
leaving the chair.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That is a ques-
tion that cannot be raised at the present
moment. The Committee has no cognisance
of what may take place in the House. For all
this Committee knows, we may be sitting
again in a quarter of an hour. The question
before the Committee is that I do now leave
the chair, report certain resolutions. and ask
leave to sit again.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported that the Committee had come to cer-
tain resolutions, and asked leave to sit aghin.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved—That the Committee have leave to sit
again on Monday next

Mr, COYNE: I do not know whether I am
exactly in order, but I am going to try to pub
myself in order’ at this Juncture The Com-
mittee are asking leave to sit again on Mon-
day. Now, I think that the Committee should
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‘have continued sitting to-night. There was
plenty of work for the Committee to do, and I
object to adjourning at this hour.

The PrEMIER: Who is proposing to adjourn ?

Mr. COYNE: You are going to ask the
-Committee to sit again on Monday.

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order!

Question put and passed.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved that the resolutions from Committee of
Supply be received on Monday next.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER: I move that this House
do now adjourn. The first business on
Monday  will be Supply—the
[8.830 p.m.] Justice Estimates, which I think
we may put through on that day.
I regret the very late sitting this morning,
-and I did not like it any more than the hon.
member for Warrego; but these things, L
am afraid, are inevitable, and we have to
take them on the average. Considering how
late we have sat this week, I think it ss ouly
a fair thing to adjourn now.

_Mr, COYNE: I agree that we sat a long
time yesterday and this morning ; but as-{ar as
to-day’s sitting is concerned, we have cnly sat
from half-past 3 till half-past 8 o’clock—only
four hours altogether, leaving out the tea hour.

Several HONOURABLE MEMBERS interjecting,

The SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr. COYNE: We sat all night last night,
-and this morning till half-past § o’clock.

The Homr SecrETARY: And did good
work,

Mr. COYNE: I fancy the Home Secretary
was quite satisfied.

The HomE SECRETARY: I was, absoluzely.

Mr. COYNE: And a great many members
were satisfied at 1 or 2 o’clock. Far better
work would have been done if we had ad-
journed at 1 or 2 o’clock this morning and
sat till 12 o’clock to-night. We could have
put through a couple of votes of the Justice
Estimates to-night, and that would have
lessened the strain on the remaining days.
Next week it is proposed to lose a day’s
sithing for the purpose of dedicating the
building down the road to the University.
I do not know if there is any great desire on
the part of the Government to get through
the business in a rational fashion; if so, I
do not see why we should miss next Friday’s
sitting. Only recently the observance of the
King’s birthday was postponed for a week,
and the observance of Jubilee Day and the
dedication might be postponed till Saturday,
-and we could then have another sitting day.
I do not see why we should not sit longer
to-night and dispose of a couple of votes in
the Estimates of the Justice Department.

The PREMIER: You need not adjourn. Let
the Bpeaker go out of the chair, and you can
have it all to sourself. (Laughter.)

The HoME SEcRETARY: You can make
yourself merry.

Mr. COYNE: The Premier and the Home
Secretary are very funny. I did not notice
any indication of merriment on them at
half-past 6 this morning. I think we ought
to sit longer to-night. 1t will help to relieve
the strain that must come before the end of
the session in the matter of sitiing late.

The PREMIER: It is a mere matter of
-convenience. If you think we can put through
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the Justice Estimates, I do not mind with-
drawing the motion.

Mr. COYNE: Will the hon, member with-
draw the motion? 1 object to sitting all
night and up till half-past 6 in the morning.
and then only sitting a few hours next day.
It is not fair to members, and it is not fair
to our constituents.

Mr. MANN : I intend to support the motion
for the adjournment. After the experience
we had this week, I think it would he wise if
the Premier would tell us at the beginning of
a sitting how far he proposes to go with the
Estimates before adjourning,.

The Hosr SecrETARY: That was done.

Mr. MANN: I was not consulted.
(Laughter.)  Whatever arrangement may
have been made between the Premier and
the deputy leader of the Opposition, I was
not consulted.

Mz, LENNON: T think it is a very proper
thing after a very long sitting to have a short
sitting to allow us to recuperate. 'fhe hom:
member for Warrego may be such a glutton
for work that he wants to sit longer to-night,
but, speaking for myself, I say that the sitting
of fifteen hours yesterday and this morning,
and the sitting of four hours this afternoon,
constitute two days of more than nine hours
each, and that is quite enough. Moreover,
it was only the other day that a lot of us
objected to sitting on Monday, and I do not
think it is consistent to object fo not sitiing
next Friday. Another thing, a few minutes
ago I asked the leader of the Government
what he proposed to do-—if he intended to go
beyond the Estimates of the Works Depart-
ment. The Premier said “No.” He said
that because we had had a long sitting yester-
day it was a fair thing to adjourn at an
early hour to-night. That certainly appealed
to me then, because I felt that I was quite
tired. TUnless someone on this side can enter
into an arrangement of this sort I do not
know how it can be done. If I have to appeal
to every individual member on this side of
the House to see if he is willing to adjourn
or not, it would only lead to disorder. I thmk
it is within my province to say that, having
come to an understanding with the Premier,
it is a fair thing that other hon. members on
this side of the house should observe that
arrangement.

HoxouraBrLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: And it is for the convenience
of hon. members themselves.

Mr. LENNON: XLast night we tried to
finish the discussion on the Home Secretary’s
Estimates. We agreed to finish the discussion
in two days, but owing to the enormous
amount of time occupied—I will not say
wasted—in the discusston of the hospital
vote, we did not get through last night.
There is no more blame attached to mem-
bers on this side any more than membors
sitting on the other side in that respect.
(Hear, hear!) Of all those who spoke on that
vote, I am quite satisfied that quite as large &
number spoke on the Government side as
spoke on this side. We are all practically to
blame for that. I hope that the discussion of
the hospitals vote may lead to some good. I
must certainly say that I think that the dis-
cussion on the police vote, although it took
place early in the morning, was a very good
one, It was a very temperate discussion, and
when we consider that we did not have an
opportunity of discussing these matters for
three years, it was only proper that we should
discuss them. We did a good night’s work

Mr. Lennon.)
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last night and this morning, and we got
through the Works Estimates to-night, which
was largely facilitated by the suave raanner of
the Secretary for Public Works, (Hear, hear!
and laughter.) It is only reasonable that
we should adjourn now, so that we can go
home to our beds. (Hear, hear!)

Mr. ALLEN : I, like the hon. member for
‘Warrego, object to adjourning now instead of
carrying on the business of the House. I know
gha.t; the Labour party advocate an eight hours

ay’ :

Mr. MURPHY : 1riseto a point of order.
Have you not ruled, Mr. Speaker, that on a
motion for adjournment it is only the leaders
of partties who can speak.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS :
laughter.

The SPEAKER : Order! T would he very
glad if the hon. gentleman can show me that
ruling in black and white.

Mr. Maxy: I will show you.

Mr. MurrHY : You ruled that all right.

The SPEAKER : In the meantime, I rule
that the conversation which is going on at this
moment is quite oat of order. (Hsear, hear ! and
laughter.)

Mr. ALLEN : What I object to is this : We
sit for fifteen or sixteen hours on one day and only
two bours on the next day. It would be far
better to fix the number of hours which we should
sit here,

Mr. HARDACRE : Eight hours a day.

Mr. ALLEN: And when the hour arrives
which we have fixed, we should adjourn. There
was a0 earnest desire on the part of members to
adjourn at 12 o’clock last night and again atl
o’clock, but the Premier had no more feeling for
us——

The PrEMIER: Than what he had for himself.

Mr. ALLEN: We can trust the hon. gentle-
man in those matters to look after himself. He
had no {eeling for us last night, but he found
that we could stand an all-night sitting just as
well as he could. But heis not prepared to goon
to-night. T came along to-night fully prepared
for another all-night sitting. I may say that I
thoroughly enjoyed the all-night sitting last
night. We got through a good deal of work.
If anyone was to blame for the breach of agree-
ment in connection with the Home Secretary’s
Estimates it was the Home Secretary himself,
because he promised on the day before that he
would go through about twice as much of the
Estimates on Wednesday’s sitting that he did
go through. The result was that we bhad to
make up for that deficiency last night. I object
to sit all night on one occasion and then only
for two or three hours the next day. I hope
that in the future we will agree to sit on a
regular number of hours each day.

Mr. LESINA : The leader of the Opposition
and the leader of the Government have come to
an arrangement about adjourning to-night, and
I think that it is a proper thing for those who
sit behind the leader of the Opposition to recog-
Eise that that arrangement should be faithfully
tept.

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. CoyNE: You are a model disciplinarian.
{Lauvghter.)

Mr. LESINA: That is recognised as the
accepted order of things, and coming from me it
ought to be all the more acceptable, (Hear,
hear! and laughter.) If such an arrangement as
that cannot be observed in its entirety, then the
Premier will probably knock off making arrange-
ments with the leader of the Opposition, and
the House will drift into a chaotic condition.

|Mr. Lennon.
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Mr. CoYNE : What do we care about that?

Mr. LESINA : Last night eighteen members
spoke on the Government side of the House,
and twenty-one members spoke from this side of
the House, on the Ylome Secretary’s Estimates,
but as the reporting was stopped after 1 o’clock
it meant that everyone who spoke after that
hour was penalised by not having his speech
reported, It was because of that that I got up-
this morning to speak as a personal protest, and
spoke till half-past 6 o’clock.

Mz, Coyng: It was only a gag.

Mr. LESINA : Yes, it was practically a “‘gag™
after 1 o’clock, We were ““guagged ” from that
hour, as our speeches were not reported. If
there is any objection to adjourning at this hour
it should be this : If we adjourn early to-night,
then we lose the chance of getting reported and
we lose the time that we might devots to discuss-
ing the Estimates. Another night the report-
ing will cease at 1 o’clock. The Government
members talked all the time this morning—
(langhter)—and we never got any reporting at all.
Now, if the Government pursue that line of con-
duct, I will certainly offer every protest that I
am capable of offering according to the Standing
Orders. I do not object to adjourning now.
We are all more or less tired, and I see that
members are all anxious to get away to their
homes.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Question!

The SPEAKER: I wish at this stage to-
refer to the point of order raised by the hon.
member for Croydon. The hon. mewmber raised a
point of order as to the procedure on motions
for adjournment. As the matter is of great par-—
liamentary importance, I wish to refer to it again
now. The hon. member for Cairns has been.
gocd enough to show me the ruling which I gave-
and which is contained in Hansard of the 28th.
of July last. My ruling then was merely in.
agreement with the ruling laid down by Mr.
Speaker Morgan, which he gave in this Chamber-
on more than one occasion several years previe
ously, -

Mr. MANN : There is also another ruling by
Mr. Speaker Leahy.

The SPEAKER: I know that there has been
a contrary ruling given by Mr. Speaker Leahy,
but I choose to follow the ruling of Mr. Speaker
Morgan. On this ruling I find that on a motion
for adjournment there can be no general discus-
sion. In the ancient practice of the House of’
Commons, which we generaliy . follow in actual
practice as much as we can in our own Standing
Orders—the ancient practice of the House of
Commons was that on motions for adjourn-
ment anybody could get up and talk on any sub-
ject under the sun. Is was found in practice
that such a practice was absolutely hostile
to the effective conduct of public business
in Parliament. Ultimately, as a result of ex-
perience, it was laid down that on a motion:
for adjournment the sole subject for discussion
should be propositions and questions actually
apposile to the point as to whether the House
should adjourn or not. That was the dictum
laid down by Mr. Speaker Morgan, and it is the-
dictum that I intend to follow as long as T am in.
the chair, It does not mean that the discussion.
is eonfined to the leaders on either side of the
House. 1t is equally open to any hon. member
to speak, but the point to which he must address.
his observations 1s whether the House shoulds
adjourn or not.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at ten minutes to 9
o'clock,





