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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

THURSDAY, 25 NOVEMBER, 1909. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. ,J. T. Bell, Dalby) took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 4. 

ASSENT. 

The SPEAKER reported that he had this day 
presented the Bill to the Lieutenant-Governor 
for the Royal assAnt, and that His Excellency 
had assented thereto in the name and on behalf 
of His Majesty. 

A messa~e to the same effect was received 
from His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. 

QUESTIONS. 
SELECTION ON FAIRLIGHT RcN. 

Mr. MAY (Flir,ders) asked the Secretary for 
Public Lands-

As portions of the Fair light run in the Hugbenden dis­
trirt are to be opened for selection on 11th December 
next, will the Minister see that plans of same are for­
warded by Friday's mail to the Lands Office, Hughen­
den, as by report in the B'i~isbane Courier of to-day's 
issue applications are numerous and plans unprocur­
able' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAND8 
(Hon. D. ]!'. Denham, Oxley) replied-

The lands referred to are to be open on 14th 
December. The plans were posted on the 20th instant. 

RESERVES OX QUEENSLAND NORTHERN 

RAILWAY. 

1\Ir. MAY asked the Secretary for Public 
Lands-

Is it the intention of the department to have the 
nere~sary reserves proclaimed at Nonda, Maxwelton, 

(',> and 3iarathon Railway Stations and trucking places on 
the (iueem~lanr.l Xortbern Railway? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS 
replied-

A reserve of 5,000 acres is being provided at )laxwel­
tou. It is not intended at present to provide reserves 
at :Nonda and Jiarathon. 

'V ARDERS IN BRISBANE PRISON. 

Mr. ALLEN (Bulloo) asked the Home Secre­
tary-

l. What iE'I the average number of hours per day the 
male warders are on actual duty in the Brisbane 
prison~ 

2. What is the average length of time daily that they 
are on reserve duty~ 

3. ·what is the average number of hours per day the­
female warders are on actual duty P 

4. Vthat number of hours daily are they on reserve 
duty? 

5. How many Sundays per mouth are these officials 
off duty2 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, Albert) replied-

1. Nine hours 27 minutes. 
2. Two hours 18 m mutes (sleeping or resting in guard­

room). 
3. Nine hours 20 minutes. 
4. Three hours 43 minutf''l (sleeping or resting in 

guard-room). 
5. Two male warders off duty every Sunday. :\~ale 

warders have twenty-fonr hours off duty every fifth 
day. One female warder off duty every Sunday¥ 
Female warders have twelve hours off duty every third 
day while on night duty (three weeks on night duty 
and one week on day duty). Warders must be employed 
on Sundays as the prisoners cannot be left unguarded. 

'VYANDRA ToWN RESERVE. 

Mr. LAND (Bnlonne) asked the Secretary for 
Public Lands-

1. Is he aware that the Wyandra town reserve is, 
notwithstanding that it is under the <'ontrol at the 
Paroo Shire Council, being used almost wholly hy 
adjoining selectors, to the great detriment of the town 
residents and travelling public? 

2. If not, will be cause inquiries to be made as to the 
correctness or otherwise of the above statement? 

3. If the statement contained in No.l is found to b<> 
correct, will he tstke immediate steps to prevent the 
said reserve being used for other purposes than that of 
the said town residents and travelling public? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
replied-

1. No. 
2. A report will be obtained. 
3. The position revealed by the report will receive 

due consideration. 

METROPOLITAN WATER AND 
SEWERAGE BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY J<'OR 
PUBLIC WORKS (Hon. W. H. Barnes, 
Bulimba}, this Bill was read a third time, passed, 
and ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative 
Council, by message ia the usual form. 

ADDITIONAL SITTING DAY. 

The PRF.MIER (Hon. ,V. Kidston, Rock­
hampton), in moving--

That, unless otherwise ordered, the House will meet 
for the despatch of business at 3 o'clock p.rn. on l\.ion­
day in each week, in addition to the days ah·eacly provided 
by Sessional Order: and that Government businesE-:. do. 
take precedence of all other business on that day--

mid : As the deputy leader of the Opposition 
has caHed "Not formal"_ to this motion, I as­
sume that he has some objection to it, or wants 
some reason for moving it. The reason for mov­
ing it i" just this: 'fhe majority of members on 
this side of the House would prefer if we can 
get through our business to a.djourn at Christ­
mas, and they would be willing to meet on 
Mondays, if thereby that end can be accom­
plished I am rwt sure that we will require to 

Hon. W. Kidston.] 
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meet every Monday ; I hope not, for I may tell 
the House that I am no more eager to meet on 
Monday than the member who is least willing to 
meet on ~Ionday. I am aware that it will be a 
considerable strain on members to sit five days a 
week-s,me of them find it somewhat of a strain 
to •it four days a week ; but if, by sitting two 
or three weeks on JI.Iondays, we can finish what 
business is in hand, and give fair time for the 
discussion of the Estimates, I understand that, 
on this side of the House at least, that will be 
more in accordance with the feelings of members 
than not sitting on .Monday and coming back 
after Christmas to finish the business. How 
hon. members on the dher side feE>l about the 
matter I am not quite sure. 

Mr. MULLAN : I do not think you care. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

The PREMIER : I am not so anxious as to 
lose sleep over it. At the same time I asenre 
hon. members on the other side that I would far 
r>tther consult their convenience in this matter. 
I think this is a matter distinctly for the con­
venience of members of the House, and I desire 
to consult the convenience of members on the 
other side of the House as well as on this side. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER : There is more than that 
-there is the conduct of business. 

Mr. MANN: Withdraw some of your Bills. 
They are not of much necessity. 

The PREMIER: To please the hon. member 
for Cairns, I should be glad to soften his troubled 
spirit in any way. We may not be able to pass 
all the Bills that are now on the business-paper, 
and there are two or three Bills yet to come, but 
they will be non-contentious measures, and easily 
passed, so that I am not seeking to provide for 
more time than is fairly necessary to finish the 
business before Christmas. I thmk if members 
remain in the reasonable frame of mind they have 
shown this last three weeks, we may finish all 
the business that must be done, and yet adjourn 
for Christmas. At the same time, it is a matter 
entirely for the convenience of members. As I 
said before, hon. members must not understand 
for one moment that I am personally eager to sit 
on Mondays-! am not. 

~Ir. MANN: 'Ve can come back after Uhrist­
mas for a fortnight. 

The PREMIER: If we come back after 
Christmas, we will probably come back for three 
months ; we shall certainly come back for two 
months, and probably three. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Is that a threat? 
The PREMIER: No, it is not a threat. 

Hon. members know that as well as I do without 
me saying it. There is a Police Jurisdiction 
and Summary Offences Bill here. (Opposition 
laughter.) It is a very useful and desirable 
measure to get on the statute-book. At the 
same time, it is a· measure comprising a mass 
of detail, and many of the subjects which it con­
tains will form ground for very serious dif­
ferEmces of opinion, very considerable argument, 
and it is not a thing you could do in a day. 
I think I am fairly considering the convenience 
of the hon. members and the needs of the coun­
try in trying to do a certain amount of business 
that should be done, and also trying to get it 
through before Christmas. I am allowing full 
time for the consideration of the Estimates in 
detail if we sit on JI.Iondays for one or two weeks 
till we know where we are. Though we pass this 
resolution, it does not follow that the House will 
sit every Monday. If we see that we can do 
without it, we can on Friday night adjourn till 
Tuesday. 

Mr. LENNON (Habert): I called "Not 
formal," and I desire to give some reasons why 

[Hon. W. Kidston. 

the Hon>'e should not pass the motion. In a 
section of the Brisbane Press it has been stated 
confidently that a certain understanding has 
been arrived at between the Premier and myself 
in r<;gartl to finishing the business before Christ­
mas, and the junior member for Fortitude 
Valley was also mentioned in this connection. 
I say there was no understanding arrived at, 
and I am sure the hon. gentleman will admit 
that. 

The PREMIER: That is correct. 
Mr. LENNON: Last Tuesday I explained to 

the hon. gentleman that this party could not see 
its way to arrive at an understanding in the 
matter; and moreover this is a matter that con­
cet·ns the whole of the House, and not any par­
ticular section. Speaking for this party, we are 
here with the intention of transacting the busi­
ness of the State, and I do not think that so far 
we have shown auy disregard of the promise 
made at the beginning of the session that we 
would do all we could to facilitate the business ; 
but I think the unseemly manner in which busi­
ness has been rushed through this session is 
entirely unprecedented. I do not think anyone 
can point to a like record. 

The SECRE'fARY FOR PcBLIC LA~ms: Yes. 
In 1908. 

Mr. LENNON: We will prevent as far as we 
can the setting up of Cabinet government. 'V e 
believe in government by Parliament, not go­
vernment by Cabinet or any other form of 
bureaucratic government. The hon. gentleman 
suavely pointed out that this motion need not be 
put into operation if we behave ourselves--if we 
pass measures with sufficient rapidity there may 
be no need to sit on Mondays. I believe hon. 
members opposite are open to reawn, and I ask 
them if they have not had enough work during 
the last three weeks with sitting fcur d~tys a 
week? Many members have permitted the 
measures that have come before us to pass-par­
ticularly the Water Supply and Sewerage Bill­
without probably having read them, and I say 
that kind of thing is not conducive to good 
government. This is supposed to be a deliberative 
Assembly; but what sort of deliberation have we 
shown in the passage of Bills that we have 
dealt with this session? I therefore appeal to 
members on both sides to take a stand for reason­
able time to discuss in an intelligent manner 
the Bills brought before us. If we do not do 
that I am sure that within the next six months 
there will have to be a number of Bills brought 
in to amend the legislation of this session. I 
therefore desire to offer my most emphatic pro­
test against the motion. Until we offer any­
thing like factions opposition the Premier might 
very well hold his hand, and not seek to impose 
on us this extra burdE>n, which probably some of 
us will not be very well able to bear. 

Mr. THEODORE (Woothakata): I emphati­
cally protest against sitting five days a week, as 
I think four days are enough. New members 
find the greatest difficulty in getting a grasp of 
the Bills to be passed, and I think more time 
should be given for their consideration. The 
Land Acts Amendment Bill is verv intricate in 
its nature, ancl no member can get a grasp of 
it without giving it considerable attention ; and 
sitting five days a week will allow too little time 
to study these things properly. It is a shrewd 
move on the Premier's part to move this motion, 
bec-,use he is anxious to get out into the country 
and take an active p.trt in the forthcoming Fede­
ral elections. \V e are not so anxious to do that, 
and I would cnme back after Chri,;tmas and sit 
three months if necessary. If the hon. gent!P­
man is wiliing to withdraw the Bills now sub­
mitted and bring in an 8mendmentof the Workers' 
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Compensation Act that will be acceptable to this 
side of the Hous'', and give ne an assurance of 
passing it, verhaps he will get the assent of this 
side to this motion, with a dew of adjourning 
before Christmas. Not long ago he gave an 
assurance that he intended to introduce an 
amendment of the \Vorkers' Compemation Act 
this '8ssion, if possible. Had be submitted that 
meas,ue, and it had been founded on good lines, 
members on this side would have supported it, 
and would have allowed him to get into recess 
and go out into the country and do his little bit 
of electioneering. 

Mr. BHESLIX (Port Oartis) : As another new 
member, l have to object to the proposal to sit 
on l'IIonday. \Ve are sent here to do our b~'t, 
and we are trying to 'do our best; but it is 
absolutely impossitJie to understand these Bills 
and stndy them if the Premier takes away the 
only day left to u,. There are new· members on 
<;he Government side, and I defy any of them to 
stand up and say he has been able to study and 
give proper attention to any measure presented. 

The PRE>IIER: It is not for want of time. 

Mr. BRESLIX: It is for want of time; and I, 
as a new member, enter my emphatic protest 
against Monday being taken from us. I do not 
talk as much as other hon. members, perhaps, 
but I read the Bills and study them ; and I fail 
to Eee how any member, new or old, will be in a 
position to do that if the Premier is allowed to 
have his way on this occasion. 

Mr. :B'ERRICKS (Bowen): There is some­
thing more than the convenience of members to 
be considered in this matter, and that is the 
wnnts of t;Je people who send members into 
Parliament. Before I came to the House I used 
to smile at the idea of four days a week being 
considered too much, but I can honestly say 
that I have found, when sitting four days a 
week, that a man cannot do justice either to 
legislation or. to his constituents. I have been 
quite unable to overtake my correspondence, and 
I have not been able to open a Bill w study it 
before coming into the House. This Govern­
ment has been called "the Government of long 
recesses," and I want to know what has actuated 
the Government in this. If it is imperative that 
the work brought forward should he done, what 
is the objection to coming back after Christmas? 
I do not object to the Premier going into the 
country to take part in the Federal elections, 
and we are not opposing tbi,< motion because we 
are afrairl of tbe hon. gentleman and his col­
leagues going on the stump; but it would be 
rr,ore reasonable to come back after Christmas 
for a fortnight at least for the transaction of 
business. 

Mr. LESIN A (Clermont): This is the first 
time I have heard a protest from members of this 
party against sitting on Monday. They have 
alwavs been clamorous for more time to devote 
to pti"blic business ever since I have been here. 
I have taken up the stand, for ten long years, 
that the House should sit five days a week, and 
should sit until the work is finished. I go further, 
and say we should only be paid for the 
davs we sit as is the case in Norway and 
some other countries. (Hear, hear ! ) From 
Glassey's time up to the present, members of 
the Labour party have protested every session 
against the paucity of time devoted to public 
businese, e.nd the fact that-the Go,·ernment, at 
the commencement of the session, arrange tu sit 
three days a week and five and a-half hours a 
day, and towards the clo'e of the session sit four 
days and sometimes five doys a week, and rush 
hnsinees throu!'!h in such an ill-digested way as t,o 
lead to tinkering or amending h~gislation the 
following session. I say we should sit four or five 

days ~ week from the commenceme.nt. -yvhat 
time 1s there to get through the busmcss lf we 
are to adjourn before Christmas? 

0PPOSH'IO:s- l\fE:VIBERS : \Vhy should we? 

Mr. L:B~SIK A : I do not ny we should. If the 
majority are not prep~red to come back and s~t 
after Christmas, we w1ll not come back; but tf 
the G'Jvernment, •upported by the majority, are· 
prepared to come back, we can rely on commg 
here after Christmas. 

The PRE}IIER : If a decent majority are eager 
to do it. 

Mr. LE SIN A : Quite so, if there is only a 
decent majoritv in tavour of it we shall have to 

come back. The motion that we 
[4 p.m.] are asked to 1nss reads, "That, 

unless otherwise ordered, the House 
will meet for the despatch of business at 3 
o'clock p.m. on :\Ionday in each week." If that 
motion is passed we shall sit five days a week, 
for five and a-half hours each day-from 3 p.m. 
till6 p.m., and from 7 tilllO p.m. A working 
man on the wharf has to sweat for eight or eight 
and a-half hours a day for six days in the week, 
and I do not see any rf\>son wb0 we should not 
sit five days a week, working only five and a­
half hours a day, especially if we wish to get 
more time to discuss the .Estimates. \Ve are 
not expected to sit on Christmas Day, or even 
the day before Christmas. E,~ery member ?e­
sires to he in the bosom of his family on Chrlst­
rnas Day, instead of wrangling about measures 
in this House. From next Monday till the 23rd 
December we shall have nineteen days if we sit 
five days a week. \:Vmking five days a week 
for five and a-half hours each day, we shall work 
twenty.seven and a. half hours in the week. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: You are not allowing 
for all-night sittings. 

Mr. LESIX A : 'I'here will be no all-night 
sittings. 

An OPPOSITION MEMBER: Oh, yes, there will. 

Mr. LESIKA: \Veil, if we have any all-night 
sittings they will increase the number of hours 
worked each week. I believe that, if we could 
arrange that members should be paid only dur· 
ing the time they sat in Parliament, there would 
be a majority of members going tn ~he Govern­
ment durincr the recess and clamourmg to have 
the House" opened. \Ve all do a fair share of 
work, no doubt, but, as a matter of fact, ~he 
country is better off if we are not workmg 
too much. I noticed a statement recently to 
the effect that the Parliaments of Austra:ha 
had passed 112 Bills in two months, all of whtch 
were assented to by the Governor, except two 
which were reserved for the King's approval. If 
that kind of thing is continued, it will mean that 
we shall have to increase the number of members 
and of civil servants, who are non·producers. 
But w1th regard ro the motion before the House, 
I think wp should sit five days a week for the 
remainder of the session, do our work within a 
reasonable time, and give to each Bill as !flUCh 
consideration as is practicable. I am not gomg to 
confe>s that I object to sitting on Monday, or 
that I do not understand any measure introduced 
into the House. 

Mr. BRESLIN: \Ve only ask time to understand 
them. 

The SPEAKER : Order! 

Mr. LESINA: Every member has the same 
time as his neighbour to study the Bills. 

Mr. BRESI,IN : \Ve have not had the experienca 
you have had. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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Mr. LESINA: That is one of the defects of 
Tepresentative government. 

Mr. BRESLIN : You are very funny 1 

The SPEAKER : Order 1 I shall be glad if 
the hon. member for Port Curtis will be good 
·enough to respond to my call for order. 

Mr. LESINA: If it could be so arranged that 
members should be elected for ten years, and 
that a certain proportion should retire at periodic 
stages, we shall nearly always have a majority 
{)f members who had parliamentary experience, 
but if that were done we might just as well be a 
water :md sewerage board, or something of that 
kind. Members who have not grasped the pro­
cedure of the House must not blame the House 
for that. If a member does not understand the 
Bills introduced during the first session he is 
here, that is not the fault of our system of repre­
sentative government, and it is not necessary to 
ad vertisP the fact that becausP. a member is new 
to the HousP he does not understand the Bills 
b_efore the House. It is one of the worst pos­
srble a..J.vertrsements he could give himself. 
(Government laughter.) If I did notunrlerstand 
the Bills that came down on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, I would 
keep quiet about it. ·when I entered the Home 
there were men here like Fisher, Dawson, 
McDonnell, Turley, Ste;vart, Givens, and Higgs, 
who knew something about parliamentary pro· 
cedure, and I sat at their feet, ancl gradually 
.acquired the neceseary experience. We have on 
the business-paper a Land Acts Amendment 
Bill, a Mining on Private Lands Bill, a Local 
Authorities Act Amendment Bill, a Police Juris­
diction a,nd Summary Offences Bill, and Ways 
and Means, which is the most important. There 
might also be introduced a Bill to amend the 
Workers' Compen8ation Act, and possibly a 
Railway Bill. I do not see why we should not 
pass the most of those measures between now and 
Christma•. The Police Juriediction and Sum­
mary Offences Bill is a measure which will 
probably provoke a good deal of discussion, but 
I see no reason why the other measurPs should 
not be dealt with before Christmas. I am not 
going to arg-ue that we should or should not 
:eturn after Christmas. That is a matter entirely 
m the hands of the House. We are entirely 
self-governing in this House. Members seem to 
think that we have not any powPr in this matter. 
But we have equal power with one another, and 
if we want to eit after Christmas we can induce 
tl;,e Government to sit then. Suppose a motion 
is submitted to the House to the effect that we 
'should sit after Christmas, how many members 
would vote for it 7 

The PREMIER : If the vote were taken by 
ballot. 

Mr. LESINA: Yes, how mrtny members 
would vote for the motion if the vote were taken 
by ballot J J an _nary and February are Vbry hot 
months m wbtcb to sit; they are the two 
hottest months in the year. 

Mr. FERRICKS: What about wharf labourers 
in January and February? 

Mr. LESINA: Even wharf labourers have to 
work in J an nary and February. If we sat in 
March and April or in May, that would probably 
be the time of the Federal elections, and members 
·on both sides of_ the House are probably anxious 
to take a part m tho"e elections. That is pro­
bably a reason why the Government and their 
supporters are not anxious to sit next year, but 
as fa~ a~ memhers generally. are concerned they 
can sit till the 31st ,July next, If they wish to do so. 

Mr. RYLAND :Why not till the 31st December? 
Mr. LESINA: We might sit till the 31st 

December, but we might do more mischief than 

[Mr. Lesina. 

good if we sat so long. Some American Par­
liaments do not sit oftener than once in 
two years, or once in three years, but under 
their constitution they have very little power, 
and they mostly concern themselves with meddle­
some legislation interfering with the liber­
ties of the people. At present we are able 
to concern ourselves with legislation of some use 
to the country. I would again point out to hon. 
members that by sitting five days a week we 
shall have nineteen sitting days between now 
and Christmas, during which time we might dig­
pose of the more important measures on the 
business-paper, and have ten days for the venti­
lation of grievances on the Estimates. Hon. 
members must admit that all the grievances we 
have to ventilate can be ventilated before the end 
of this year. Personally, I say again, as I have 
frequently said during the past ten years, that the 
Government should sit five days a week from the 
commencement of the s<ssion, and not begin with 
three days a week, and then increase the sittings 
to four, and after that to five 8ittings. I think 
we should also sit at an earlier hour of the day, 
and do our work in d.ylight. \Vhy should we 
not sit at 10 o'clock in the morning? 'rbe Fed­
eral Parliament sits at 10 o'clock on Friday 
mornings. and the New South \Vales Parliament 
meets at 10 a. m. one day in the week. A num­
ber of years ttgo the British Parliament met at 7 
in the morning, bnt, with the advent of the com­
mercial era, so many business men entered Par­
liament that they constituted a majority, and 
insisted npnn sitting in the afternoon, and when 
they had fini•hed their private business they 
devoted the fag end of their time to legislation. 
\Ve should meet early in the morning, and do 
our work in the day light, and not strain our eye• 
by working at night under the electric light. I 
hope that next session the Government will sit · 
five days a week from the commencement. 

HoN. R. PHILP (Townsville): I am astonished 
at the objection which h:ts been offered to this 
motion, which is the motion usually brought for­
ward at the end of <wery session, in order to get 
the work through. \Ve have not a great deal of 
work on the business-paper-only two or three 
Bills and the Estimates-and I think new mem­
bers should bail with delight the prospect of an 
additional sitting day, which will give them an 
opportunity of becoming better acquainted with 
the procedure of the House. I think we ought 
to sit on Monday and get away by Christmas. 
If we sit five days a week, we might be able to 
get away on Friday evening at G o'clock, and yet 
do all the work before us. Hon. merubers oppo­
site have complained that they do not get suffi­
cient time to discuss the Estimates. The passing 
of this motion will give them a fortnight or three 
weeks, which ought to be ample time for that 
purpose. There are only two or three Bills and 
the Estimates to consider, and this motion will 
give us three or four additional sitting days. It 
has been the custom of the House to sit on 
Mondays during the last week or two of the 
session. 

Mr. LENXON: After a long session. 

Hox. R. PHILP : This has been a fairly long 
session, as we have been sitting four days a 
week since we started. I sympathise with 
Ministers and the deputy leader of the Opposi­
tion, as they are the hardest worked members 
of the House throngb sitting four days a 
week. Sitting five days might not give the 
deputy leader of the Opposition much time to 
preparP for the consideration of the measures to 
be dealt with, bnt we shall have the Estim,.tes 
to discus•, and then he can have a spell, as the 
leader of the Oooosition does not want to be 
always discussing. Estimates. 
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Mr. COLLINS (Burkc): I strongly object to 
·the motion moved by the Premier. I do not 
·.see why present members should suffer for the 
sins of past Governments because they neglected 
to do their duty. I can quite easily understand 
the hon. member for Clermont desiring to sit 
£ve days a week, inasmuch as in the past he 
has filled more columns in Hansard than any 
other member of the House. (Laughter.) 

The PRE11111:R: He wants more time to do it. 

Mr. COLLINS: The hon. member took a 
long time this HJternoon to say practically 
nothing, :.nd I can easily understand the desire 
of that hon. member to sit on Mond,.ys; but we 
newer members do not want to waste the time 
of the House with long speeches with nothing in 
them. \Vhen we get up tn speak we try to f,ive 
some ideas to the House. To my mind the hon. 
member is acting as an apologist for the Govern· 
·ment-he seems to be an apologist on every 
possible occasion for the Government-(Hear, 
hear !)-and the best thing would be for him to 
·go and sit on the other side of the House. 

OPPOSITION ME:UBERs: Hear, bear ! 

::\Ir. MANN (Cairns): I have listened with a 
certain amount of interest to the speeches made 
{)n this sine of the House, and also on the other 
side of the House, on this motion. It is a curious 
thing that when you take up Hans<trd you find 
men on one s1de of the House saying one thing 
one year, and when they get on the ••ther side of 
the House they have quite another thing to say. 
I a. m going to q note, first, the hon. member for 
Townsville. This is what that hon. member said 
in the seHsion of 1905, and early in the session, 
too. 

The SEC!tETARY l!'OR AGRICULTURE : He was 
sitting in Opposition then. 

::\Ir. MANN: Yes; he was sitting in Opposi· 
tion, and, referring to the Premier, he said-

It is all very well for the Premier and hit~ colleag:ues 
"to sit four days a week, as they ha Ye got their measures, 
<and have studied them, and are prepared to put them 
on the table and get them passed without any criticism 
-at all. But we on this .side have not seen any of the 
'Bill~, and we have come here to criticise them, and if 
rwe sit four days a week there will be no time to do that 
satisfactorily. It is perhaps more D ecessary now than 
.a.t any other time that we should critichm the Govern­
ment measures thoroughly, as the Premier has tifty~five 
.men behind him who will vote for anything. 

To-day he has got forty members behind him 
who will vote for anything. That is what the 
hon. member for Townsville said. I noticed the 
iJon. member for Clermont, in speaking, was 
a-ather severe on tbe new members because they 
.do not understand the Bills put before them. 

Mr. LgsrNA: No; they were severe on them­
·-sel\re~. 

Mr. MANN: I have, fortunately, got here a 
·quotation from the hon. member for Clermont, 
.and I will just read it to the HouRe, to show 
what he thought in HJ04. You will find it on 
·page 758 of H1:tnSa1'd for 1304. This is what he 
-says-

The Premier ha.s outlined twelve measures, and we 
will have twenty-five days to consider them. That 
·will mean two days for each measure. "~ell, I want to 
Know what kind of legislation we will get under such 

·circumstances l-' 
At that timP two days was not n sufficient time 
to consider a measure ; now he reckons we can 
get through a Bill in twenty-four hours. In 
1904 he said they could not get decent legislation 
if you studied the Bill for two days. He goes 
-on-

There iR no doubt that there will be a necessity to 
br'ng in half a dozen amending Bills. and that there 
will be a waste of public time and public money, and 
we will get wl'etchedly bad legislation. 

Mr. LESINA : The conditions are different. 

Mr. MANN : The conditions are not different. 
J nst to show there was something in the conten­
tion of the new members, we have the Hon. 
Robert Philp saying they had not sufficient time 
to look through the Government measures, and I 
have here a speech of the late Hon. ,John Leahy, 
and if I just read his speech you will see that he 
made the same comphint as the new members 
made this afternoon, and !'ln one doubted his 
ability to understand measures and get the gist 
of them. On page 759 of Hansard for 1904, he is 
reported as having said-

The reason· that I agree with the hon. metnber for 
Clermont is that I think there is no use discussing 
matters at all unless we discuss them en re fully. This is 
ealled a deliberative Assembly, and we should have 
time to deliberate on matters carefully, so as to arrive 
at a just and deliberate conclusion. l\Ieasures have 
been brought before us recently and we have not had 
time to consider them properly. They were passed 
through the second readings and then forced through 
Committee and the other stages and sent on to the other 
Chamber. It is impossible for any hon. member to care­
full.r consider measures when they are so hurried 
through, and the result will be that instead of measures 
beneficial to the country \Ye \Vill have bad legislation, 
and very possibly wrongs will be done. 'Ve passed a 
measure the other night-! am not going to discuss the 
merits of that measure, I am only giviug an instance 
-we passed the Dairy Bill, and now we find there has 
been a meeting of dairyman in Brisbane and they passed 
resolutions plainly expressing their disapproval of 
matters that the :Jiinister in eharge or the Bill told us 
Lhey approved of. 

I am just making the same complaint now. \Ve 
were a~ked to hurry through the Superannua­
tion Bill-the Premier would have passed that 
Bill without giving the public servants a chance of 
seeing what the measure contains. \Ve passed, 
early in the session of 1908, •· machinery and 
scaffolding measure. That was'' rotten measure, 
passed in a hurry, and we have to bring in an 
amending measure to rectify it. It ought to 
have been brought in long ago, because every 
member of this House has received letters from 
engine-drivers complaining of the provisions. 
The reason that Bill was not properly disuussed 
was owing to the fact that the Premier wished to 
go to the old country, and be came down here 
and rushed through the House a great number of 
measures which hon. members had not had a 

· proper chance of studying. There will not be time 
to discuss all the measures in all their 
details, and we will have half a dozer; amend­
ing Bills when Parliament next s1ts. The 
reasons given in 1905 by the hon. member for 
Townsville as to why proper time should be 
given for the discussion of Bills, apply equally 
as well in 1909. I most emphatically pro­
test against sitting five days a week and being 
unable to attend to other business. Of course 
Ministers have Bills prepared for them. They 
have the whole thing fixed up by some of the 
clerks or Under Secretaries of the departments­
all the pros and cons are set out on the draft copy 
of thf' Btll for the benefit of Ministers-but mem· 
hers on this side of the House have to go through 
the different Bills for themselves. Every country 
member knows that if we sit five days a week he 
cannot go to the departments and do the neces­
sary business of his constituents. I perhaps go 
this morning to the Lands Department and find 
five or six other members before me, and, after 
sitting two hours waiting for an audience with 
the Minister, I have to go away without seeing 
him. Hon. members have to go perhaps to half 
a dozen different departments-he gets half a 
dozen letters on Thursday dealing with the 
Lands Department, the Home Department and 
the Railway Department, and he has to answer 
most of those letters on the following day. If 
we sit here live days a week what chance have 
hon. members of doing their business? Of course 
members on the Government side may have a 

Mr. M ann.] 
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word with the .:\Iinister and he will tell them to 
"write so and so, and I will fix it up all right." 
I know it has been done in tb8 past. 

The SECREI'ARY FOR AGRICl:I.Tl:RE: You huve 
had experience ? 

1\Ir. 1\lANX : I know members on the Go­
vernrnent side are always complaining a,bout 
some members being able to get the e.tr of the 
Premier. We all know, as a matter offact, that 
they can only keep their followers by giving 
them little sweet bit, occasionally. The Premier 
is a! ways saying to hon. members on this side, 
as he sairl to the deputy leader of the Opposition 
last night, "come over to this side and you will 
get your rail ways, and you will get the 1\Iourilyan 
Harbour improvf!d." 

An HoxontABLE ME>HlER: It was only a joke. 
Mr ::VIANJ\ : There wae no joke about it. 
The TREAN!:RER : They will get it whether or 

no. 
Mr. MA:NK : How i>< it we hear it said at 

every ele;ction time, "You must suppOl't the 
Government, or you will get nothing for your 
electorate"? On sever ,J •lccasions the Premier 
has told this House, "U nle"' you support the 
Government you w1ll get nothing." 

The SPEAKER: Order, order ! If the 
hon. member continues the discu,,,ion on those 
lines, he will be scarcely in order. 

Mr. MAXX : I was led off the track bv 
interjections from the other side, and of course I 
replied. I do not wi,h to transgress any more. 
I emphatically protest against sitting five days a 
week. 

Mr. Co·rTELL: You have all the morning to 
read the Bills. 

Mr. 1\IANN: Mr. Speaker, will yon please 
stop hon. members interjecting while I am 
speaking' 

The SPEAKER: I shaH be glad, when any 
hon. member objects to interjections, if he will 
always call my attention to it. My endeavour 
is, with the support of hon. members, to suppress 
interjections as much as possible. 

Mr. MANN: I do not object to interjec­
tions--

The SPEAKER : Order! It is not a que,;tion 
of indiddnal preference at all. I am here, as 
hon. members know, to administer the Standing 
Orders and the precedents guiding parliamentary 
practice. Interjections are distinctly disorderly. 
Hon. members have an ample opportunity of 
expressing their views to the Chamber without 
seeking an irregular course for so doing. 

Mr. MANN: I am very pleased to hear your 
ruling on that matter, and I tr1ht hon. members 
on the other side will refrain from interjecting 
while I am speaking. 

An H-oNOURABLE ME1IBEH interjected. 

Mr. MANN : I am sorry to see that a man 
should come to this Chamber and so far forget 
himself as to hiss at another member in th~ 
Chamber. It is distinctly disorderly and I re•ent 
it. I have no wish to chastise any hon. memb,,r 
on the other side-( Government laugbter)-but it 
is not common decency, and if a member comes 
to this House and his,es, it shows that he has, in 
no way, the manner or tastes of a gentleman. 

1\fr. THEOIJORE: The manner of a snake. 

Mr. MANK: I wish to point out that the 
sauce the Government are sening out to us 
to-day will be served out to them on some 
future occasion. I admit that I formerly voted 
with the Government to get an additional >itting 
day, bnt every new member for a time after he 
comes to this House takes the Government on 

[111r.1lfann. 

trust. 1J nti! a member has had experience in 
Oppe>sition he noes not quite understand what it 
means to study and go through all the Bills 
brought in. \Vhen sitting behind the 'Govern­
m~nt I confess that many of the measures that 
were passed I took on trust. I thought the 
Government was a wise and just one, and 
would not past! any legislation that would not 
benefit the country. I find on experience that 
much of the lcgisbtion passed has been found 
faulty, and for that reason l object tc rushing 
13i!l8 through. I will support the Premier 
in a motion to come back after Christmas for 
a n1onth, if necessary, to give due consideration 
to any Bills he wishes to pass. I w1ll cheqrfully 
assist them in that matter; but a Government 
caucus was held the other day, and it was decided 
not to sit after Christmas. Tbis se"ion has 
been a short one. I hB,ve cmne a l(lng distance 
to attend to busines", but every m~m ber of the 
House knows that a caucus has been held, and 
it has been decided to close before Christmas. 
I have no objection to closing before Christmas, 
but I hope the Government will come back after 
Christmas and pass a \Vorker,;' Compensation 
Act Amendment Bill. If they will do that, I 
can guarantee the House could get all the busi­
ness now on the business-paper through before 
Christmas, so far as I an1 concerned. 

1\Ir. FORSYTH: You guarantee it, do you~ 
Mr. MA:c\K : In asking the Government tn 

con1e back after C'hristm>es we are asking nothing 
nnreasona ble, because the session has been a 
short one. There are some measures which 

ought to be passed ; among them 
[4.30 p.m.] is the \Vorkers' Compensation Bill, 

to which [ have referred, and the 
Licensing Act., which I should also like to see 
passed. l trust the Premier will withdraw his 
motion, allow us to sit four days a week, and to 
corr,e back and finish any W<>rk we have after 
Christmas. 

Mr. WlKSTANLEY ( Cha?·te1·s T01''ers): I 
wish to say a few words on this motion before it 
goes through, and first I want to say that I am 
oppvsFl to sit.ting five days a week. I want also 
to say that I am nu less able to do work than 
any inember in this House, not even the hon. 
membn for Olermont, but at the same time 
there is such a thing as quality as well as 
quantity. It seems to me that the <JUa!ity of 
the work is of no consideration whatever, it is 
simply the quantity. I think that the argu­
ments of the hon. member for Clermont are the 
strongest that can be adduced why we should 
not close before Christmas, but should come 
back after Christmas and finish that work, 
whether it takes one, two, or three months. In 
is well known that a member's duties do not 
consist solelv in the work he does in this House; 
he has todoa.varietyofthingsas well assithe_re and 
take part in the debates. Mv experience m the 
House has led me to the cuncJu,ion that there i"l 
such a thing as temper as well as time. The 
first session I sat here a good deal of legislation 
was put through in reasonable time, but the next 
two sessions nothing was done; although we sat 
some months nothing was practically done, be­
came the temper of the House put it out of the 
question. It seems to me that the Premier 
might have been satisfied with what he was do­
ing. He seems to me to have grown weary of 
well-doing, for the House has done solid, sub­
stantial work the time it has been sitting, and in 
the present temper of the House just as much 
work is likely to be done in four days as 
if the Home was sitting five days. Then 
as far as getting thro\lgh the work before· 
Christmas is concerned, and members get~ing 
home to their families, that may be convenienn 
to some members, but for Northern members,. 
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when the House sits up to two days before 
Christmas, there is no opportunity to get home 
to their f>tmilies, and they can spend Christma8 
in Brisbane or anywhere else they like. So, 
from the point of view of Xorthern members, 
we might as well eit here up to Christmas 
Day, and come back afterwards to tinish the 
work to be done. In regard to the remar1c of 
the hon. member for Clennont about members 
being only paid for the work they do, I think it 
is likely that that hon. member would not get 
more than other members. I believe other hon. 
members do their work just as conscientiomly­
not only to the gallery-but their duty to their 
constituents, and for that reason, if members 
were paid by results, I am quite confident that 
other members would earn as much as the hon. 
member for Clermont. 

Mr. ORA WFORD (Fit.:roy) : I wish just 
briefly to indicate my objection to the motion of 
the Chief Secretary. I have frequently been 
concerned as to the reason for the silence on the 
Government benches. .For a while I tbouirht 
that possessing, as they undoubtedly do,~ a 
monopoly of intelligence, they were quite willing 
to let all measures go through withouc criticism. 
(Opposition laughter). I now find that a still 
stronger argument in support of their silence can 
be used, and that is the fact that their most 
eloquent supporter is on this side of the House. 

OPPOSITION 1YIE1fBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. CRA WFORJJ: That is undoubtedly the 

case, a.s I have seen on several occasions since 
coming here. I do not know whether I ought 
to regret it, but I think that the hon. gentleman, 
if he has any regard to what he calls his 
conscience, ought to take his seat on the other 
side of the House. (Hear, hear!) 

The SPEAKER : I must ask the hon. mem­
ber to confine his remarkR to the question before 
the House. 

Mr. ORA W:E'OHD : I do not wish to pursue 
that line of argument any further-! simply 
refer to it in passing-but I wish to say that I 
believe I bring to the comideration of whatever 
measures are placed before us quite as much 
intelligence as the average member of this 
House, and I experience very gre.1t difficulty in 
arriving at a proper opinion concerning their 
merits. As l have a responsibility to my 
constituents equal to that of every other 
member, I think it only right that I should 
be given proper time to consider those mea­
sures. Here, for instance, is a bundle of 
[holding up papers] statistics. Xow, how can 
any man have time to give proper consideration 
to these st.atistics-to make compariwns of them, 
and to inquire into the incidence of measures 
that are proposed for our consideration 7 If we 
are to sit five days a week, then I cm tend that 
all the difficulties we now eXjJerience will be 
still further accentuated, we will not be able to 
do justice to our constituents, anrl we will in­
volve ourselves in this position-that either we 
must remain silent and permit these measures to 
go through, or we must give expression to 
opinions which in a short time we shall see 
reason to change. I think that is a predicament 
which any member ought not to be placed in. 
There is a still stronger objection which I have 
to this motion. \Vhat is the reason for this 
motion? Simply that the Ministry may get 
away from their work here, and indulge in free 
picnics; may absent themselves from the legi· 
timate work of carrying on the affairs of the 
country in a deliberate Assembly, and go out into 
the country next year in order to combat the 
J<'ederal Labour party. I can see very clearly 
that that is the objective of this motion. 'rhere 
is no earthly reason why we should not come 

here after Christmas, and carry on the work of 
bringing into existence that legislation for which 
tbe country is now clamouring. In all the so· 
called arguments which the Premier put forward, 
I could discem nothing more or less thall mere 
platitudes, which have deceived the country 
many times previously, but which I am sure 
will not deceive the members on this side of the 
House. He simply wants to get away as he got 
away previously, and the silence of those behind 
him gives consent to what I consider to be noth· 
ing more or leos than a deliberate neglect of the 
interests of the country. I object to it in the 
mo-t emphatic manner possible. \Ve have not 
sufficient time to consider the me»sures sub­
mitted to us, and if we are called upon to come 
here one nwre day per week we shall have less 
time. In passing hasty legislation we shall have 
to go ol'er the same ground again. \Ve »re 
wasting tht' time of the country. and not saving 
it, by meeting five days a week. I wish to plaee 
on record my most emphatic protest against this 
mo\'e on the part of the Prblnier. 

Mr. ,J. M. HU!'\TER (iliaranoa): I desire to 
raise InY vo1ce -in opposition to this 1notion, 
because 'it is not in the interests of the country 
that we should hasten through with the work we 
have before ns. It is not the convenience of 
members altogether which has to be taken into 
account in a matter of this kind; it is the advan­
tage or interest of the country »s " whole. It 
is quite impo,sible to gee thrvugh the work placed 
before the Chamber in the time, and to d,l it 
properly. Already there is an indicatiou of 
silence on the other side of the House- that 
members have really been asked not to speak on 
the measures-and consequently the whole work 
of criticism is left to this side of the Chamber, 
and there is not snfficient time to enable mem­
bers to go through measures, and scrntini'e the 
work as it comes before the House. The result 
will be that a crop of amending Bills will be 
brought forward in the course of the next 
session or two. I contend (,bat It rs wast­
ing the country's time, and good printer's 
ink, to be continually tinkErmg with legisht­
tion. The real object of thi' motion is to get 
the House shut down by Christmas. I am as 
anxious as anybody to get away, and I would 
rather we closed the House down ten days or a 
fortnight before Christmas and came back for a 
month or two after if necessary to do the work 
required. In raismg our objection in this way, 
we shall be told by the hon. member for Cler­
mont that it is an unfair thing. I am not un­
willing to work-if we •at five days a week, and 
members of the Government as well as members 
on this side were doing their full share of the 
W<>rk of legislation, 8\ery individual member 
would then have more time to devote to the 
conHideration of measures personally; hut th& 
work is reHting on the members of the Opp~si­
tion, and it is their business to see that no rll­
considered legislation is placed on the statute­
book. I do not mind working five days a week 
here, under those conditions, and I do not mind 
coming back »fter Christmas--tbough I confess 
I would rather not-but it is not my convenience 
I am here to consider-- I am here to do the work 
which is required by my constituents who sent 
me. ThP Government have a programme of 
legislation which they intend to put through, 
and even if it takes two or three weeks or months 
after Christmas, I am willing to do my share~ 
but I have no de.,ire to see two months' work 
crushed into a few weeb, and to do it badly. 

Mr. McLACHLAN (Fortitude Valle.u) : I 
desire to offer my opposition to this extra sitting 
day, the motion for which has been brought 
down by the Premier. I am opposed to it,, 

M1". McLachlan.] 
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'because if there is any intention on the part of the 
·Government to pass into law the programme 
which was submitted to t'Jis House in the 
Governor's Speech, there is no chance at all 
of them getting that business through, even if 
they sit five days a week, or six days a week. 
If there was no bu•iness in the prngramme sub­
mitted, what was thP reason for its submission 
to the House? \Ve find a Licensing Bill, a 
Trade Disputes Bill, an amendrnPnt. of the 
Wages Boards Act, a Pearl-shell and B~chA­
de-Mer Fisheries Bill, an Aliens Lea8es Restric­
tion Bill-twenty measures were included in the 
programmP, and they are conspicuous by their 
absence. \Ve are told that we are likely to get 
an amendment of the \Vorkers' Compensation 
Act, and possibly an amendment of the \Vages 
Boards Act. 

The PREMIER: Also an amendment of the 
Constitution Act. 

Mr. McLACHLAN: I notice. that even that 
is not on the business-paper. They must have 
known that there was no chance of getting them 
through before Christmas, and they should come 
back after Christmas tu put them through. The 
.amendment of the Workers' Compensation Act 
and the Trade Disputee Bill have been promised 
a long time; but even if we sit five dayR a week 
we cannot get either of them through before 
Christmas. I believe it is the intention of the 
Premier to adjourn about the 22nd December, 
and there will be only four Monday" between 
now and that date. Once you pass a resolution 
giving the Government the right to "it on :\Jon­
day, it means that they will sit every Monday, 
because the Government can only do what a 
majority will permit it to do, and seeing th·tt the 
majority is under such control that it will permit 
of this House dning what the Premier desire.•, 
it means that If the motion is carried we are 
going to sit five days a week. I am of opinion 
that it is not wise to pass the motion, and that 
in order to get through the bminess on the pro­
,gramme we should come back after Christmas. 

Mr. LAND (Balonne): I am opposed to this 
~otion. Speaking as a country member, I would 
hke to finish up tbe v,ork and get away, but it is 
impossible for the work in the programme to he 
finished before Christ rnas. Though I used to he 
of a different opinion before I came into the 
House, I am now perfectly satisfied that three 
·days a week is quite sufficient. I remember 
when we sat three day~ a week we could do our 
departmental work a.nd look after the work of 
our constituents, but when we >it four days a 
week we find it impossible to get our work done. 
There is a great deal of correspondence to attend 
to. 

The PRE)!IER : You have six forenoons a 
week. 

Mr. LAND : That is quite right; but men 
whose opinions are well worthy of respect have 
spoken against four days a week. I think Par­
liament should meet earlier and sit three days a 
week and tran•act the businPss of thP country in 
the manner in which it should be transacted. I 
can understand the hon. member for Clermont 
supporting the motion, because he wants to go 
-down South. I oppose the motion, because I 
consi~er it is against the best interes's of my 
constituents. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAX (Kenncdy): If members 
on this side were assured that we would get the 
promised amendment of the Workers' Compen­
sation Act by sitting five days a week, there 
would not be a murmur against the motion. If 
the Government carry this in order to be able to 
go into recess for an indefinite period, it means 

[Mr. McLachlan. 

that this pressing need for an amendment of that 
Act will be deferred for probably another twelve 
months. I was rather amused to hear some 
hon. gentlemen say this was a deliberative body, 
seeing the manner in which business is rushed 
through. As men who really wish to do their 
duty to their constituents, I think we should have 
more time to consider the measures brought be­
fore us, and if members opposite had not been 
drilled up not to oppose the motion, they would 
express the same opinion if they were to speak 
their minds. A man representing a constituency 
like mine has to devote a lot of time to depart­
mental work ; but I do not care how many days 
a week we sit as long as business is done. I 
think we shall get better results if we decide to 
come hack after Christmas and do our work with 
deliberation. With regard to the remark of the 
hon. member for Clermont about sitting in the 
morning, I think that would be a good thing to 
do. I would rather see a session of four months 
with three sitting dayR a week than a session of 
nine or ten weeks with fiye sitting days a 
week. I emphatically enter my protest against 
trying to force legislation through without 
proper deliberation. 

Mr. ALLEN (Bu/loo): I also desire io raise 
my protest against sitting five days a week, 
because even at the present rate of progress my 
hands are kept quite full, and I find it difficult 
to keep up with the Bills g-oing through and get 
even a smattering of their contents. Why are 
there so many amending measures introduced 
year after year7 Himply because in the first 
place the Bills have been rushed through. Are 
the Government trying to m'tke this House a 
deliberative Assembly? No. It is being deterio­
rated to something like a registration court to 
register and brand the measures brought forward 
by the Government; there is t.o be no discussion 
and nu study with regard to their contents. Not 
only are we paid for five days a week, but we 
are paid for fifty-two weeks in the year; and we 
should be prepared to sit and do business. 
The motive behind this motion is to close 
at Christmas and go into recess for six months ; 
and who is going to rNtp the advantage ? 
The people who will benefit are within the 
four walls of this Assembly, and it will be 
to the detriment of the general public outsi.Je. 
I should be much better pleased to sit here three 
days a week for nine months in the year than 

just to come here and act the part 
[5 p.m.J of a voting machine five days a week 

for two months. There are a number 
of members in this House who are nothing more 
or less than v0ting machines, and they always 
vote with their party. 

The PHEMIER: You don't vote with your 
party? 

Mr. ALL EN: I admit that I vote with my 
party. At the same time I ask for more time to 
study the measures submitted to the House. 
The more study one gives to a mpasure the 
better he will understand it, and the better 
will he he able to give an intelligent vote 
on it. The bon. member for Balonne spoke 
about Ministers not having time to attend 
to their departmental work if they sat five 
days a we< k, and the Premier replied that 
he had no cause to complain, as he had six 
mornings in the week to attend to departmental 
matters. \Vhat time shall we have to study 
measures and read re].Jorts if we sit five flays a 
week? Some members on the other side, during 
the conrse of the rleb~te, interjected, "The less 
you study the better." What are we sent hNe 
for? Are we sent here because we are posts? 
Are we sent here because if we attempt to use 
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,our brains and study the measures brought before 
-the House, the country will be the worse for our 
,'study? 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Vote for the p!at­
'form. 

Mr. ALLEN : I do vote for the platform, 
and I can give a reason for every vote I cast, 
which is more than some members can say in 
Tegard to the votes they give. I sent in a letter 
on an urgent matter to one of the departments 
over a week ago, and I have not yet received a 
:reply to it. The c:mclusion I came to was that the 

• Minister's hands were full, owing to the fact 
that the Assembly was sitting four days a week. 
What is going to happen if we sit five days a 
week? No departmental work can be done by 
members or by Ministers, and we shall just have 
to sit here and rush these Bills through with as 
little discuBsi.m as possible. I can assure the 

·Government that I will do all I can by my vote 
to prevent the House sitting five days a week. 
The proposal to sit five days a week is made, 
not in the interest of the country, but in the 
interest of those members who desire to get into 
recess, and to stay in recess as long as possible, 
but to draw their salaries all the time. Mem­
bers on this side can quite understand th~ hon. 
member for Clermont, the apologist for the Go­
vernment, the gentleman re>ponsible for the 
Government being there. I wonder how the 
hon. member spends his time during the recess? 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I am afraid that 
an investigation of that kind is quite outside the 
·;;cope of the que•tion before the House. 
{Laughter.) 

Mr. ALLEN : I was endeavouring to show 
that the principal object of those members who 
desire to sit on Monday was to get. into recess, and 
that they spend the recess in selfish recreations, 
and not in a way that is for the best interests 
of the country or their constituents. We, who 
.object to sitting on Monday, desire" k> spend 
that time, not in recreation, not in going to New 

.Zealand, but in studying the details of the 
measures submitted to the House. I hope the 
Premier will witbdmw the motion, that he will 
sit on till Christmas, then adjourn for a fort­
night, and come back and continue sitting until 
the work is done. I trust, also, that the House 
will sit only three days a week, so that members 
may have plenty of time to study the measures 
submitted, and that the Government will sub­
mit, not only all the measures foreshadowed 
in the Governor's Speech, but several other 
measures for which the country is clamouring. 

Mr. BARBER (B-undaberg}: The hon. mem­
ber who has just resumed his seat urged members 
on the other side to reconsider this matter. I 
think it is fairly well understood throughout the 
'State, from the reports which have appeared in 
the pre"s, that the decision to sit five days a week 
was arrived at last week at one of the Govern­
ment caucuses on the "Lucinda." That being 
the case, the matter is not likely to be recon­
sidered by the Government and their supporters. 
For several sessions during the time I have been 
a member of the HousP the question of sitting an 
extra day a week has been discussed, sometimes 
for hours, and the chief argument used on 
those occasions by members of the Cabinet 
was that, owing to their having to attend 
to tlepartmental work and the preparation 
of Bills, they were not able to sit more 
than three or four days a week. When the 
·suggPstion was made-as it was made this after­
noon by the hon. member for Clermont-that we 
should meet at 10 o'clock in the morning-a pro­
position with which I am quite in accord-the 
excuse given by members of the Cabinet for not 
;agreeing to that suggestion was that they would 

not be able to attend to their departmental work 
if the House met at that hour. During the 
recent election Government candidates- the 
Premier especially-stated on various platforms 
that they were anxious to pass an amendment of 
the \Vorkers' Compensation Act, and they 
pointed out, with apparent sincerity, that it was 
owing to the obstructive tactics of the Opposition 
that such a measure had not been passed. 

The PREMIER: You have taken up as much 
time this afternoon as would have passed that 
measure. 

GOVE!\N}!ENT l\IEMBEHS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BARBER: That kind of bluff does not 
go down with me. 

The PREmER: It is true. 

Mr. BARBER : The Premier de~lt Yigorously 
with this and other matters at Bnndaberg as 
long as the audience allowed him to speak, and I 
may say that they gave the hon. gentleman a 
pretty lively time. 

The TREASUREH: You saw to that, I suppose. 
Mr. BARBER: ~o; I did not. Although 

the hon. gentleman objected to the noise, it 
struck me as very peculiar that when the crowd 
were giving the hon. member for Townsville --

The SPEAKER : Order ! I shall be glad if 
the hon. member will get back to the question 
before the House. 

Mr. BARBER: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I simply 
mention that by the way. On public platforms 
at the recent election Government candidates 
declared, with apparent sincerity, that they were 
very anxious that the House should meet as 
early as pos•ible for the purpose of passing an 
amendment of the \Vorkers' Compensation Act. 

The PREMIER : And now you are talking it out. 

Mr. BARBER: No; there is no Bill to amend 
the \Vorkers' Compensation Act on the business­
paper. They said 'tlso thab they desired to bring 
in an amendment of the Wages Boards Act and 
an amendment of the Machinery and Scaffolding 
Act. So far those measures have not been 
introduced. I take exception to the House 
meeting on Monday simply because if we ad­
journ at Christmas we shall go into re9ess with­
out passing one of those three Important 
measures. What business has been introduced 
up to the present? There is the Metropolitan 
Water and Sewerage Bill. That may be of some 
concern to the people of Brisbane, but it does not 
affect to any extent the large majority of people 
outside Brisbane. An amendment of the Workers' 
Compensation Act and an amendment of the 
Wages Boards Act would affect the people ou~­
side Brisbane in a far greater degree than It 
would affect the people of Brisbane, and I th!nk 
the Government should come back after Chr•st­
mas and sit long enough to pass those Bills. 
Some hon. members have stated that owing to 
the House sitting four days a week, to which I 
take no exception, they have been unable to read 
and get a grip of the Bills which have beer: in­
troduced. If we are called upon now to s1t on 
Mond:.y, there will Le still less time for me~ hers 
to study Bills. Hon. members may not thmk I 
am serious in what I am about to say, but I am. 
The community generally look upon members of 
this House as men who are fairly respectable and 
who keep the Sabbath. But the Premier, if he gets 
this motion passed, will practically compel mem­
bers to devote the Sabbath to the study of Bills. 
As aScotchman and a strict Sabbatarian, the hon. 
gentleman should take that into consideration. 
lt seems to me that the matter w•s rlecided at 
the caucus meeLing the other day, and that 
simply confirms t~e opinion tha~ I have e?~er­
tained for some time-and I thmk an opm10n 

Mr. Barber.] 
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that is entertained hy every hon. member on this 
side of the House---that thiK is just m'l{ely [Jart 
of the arrangement arrived at at the late 
Premiers' conference, when it was decided that 
the various members of the Government would 
devote as mnch time as possible during the three 
or four months immediately after Christmas tu 
work in c.mnectinn with the }'ederal campaign 
to secure the defeat of the Federal Labour 
candi·:iates. I understand that promise wa~ 
made at the Premiers' conference, and the 
Premier knows ·that if the House is called 
together after Christmas to carry mto effect im­
portant legislation, he will not be able to get out 
into the country and do the work he promised at 
the Premiers· conference he would do. Certainly 
if the House is not c•tlled together "gain afte'r 
Christmas, I know that the- majority of the 
workers outside will look upon the matter in 
this way: T nleB' the amendment of the \Vorkers' 
Compensation Act is passed wiLhin the next two 
months, and amendments also of the \Vages 
Boards Act, rtnd the .Machinery anrl Scaffolding 
Act-which also requires a very in,portanr. 
amendment to be made in it-they will find out 
that it is quite probable that it will he twelve 
months before the amending Acts are brought 
into operation. Every member of the House 
knows full well that repeated deputations waited 
upon the Premier, even during the short term 
the House has been si~ting this ~esE~ion, and 
askEd that important amendments be made in 
the Workers' Compensation Act. There is 
another very important Bill that the Premier 
has been dangling before the electors for some 
two ur three years. I refer to the Licensing Bill. 
That Bill finds no place in the programmH of the 
Governmentfor this session. It might be in the 
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, but it is not on 
the business-paper hefore this House. That is 
another Bill the Go\·ernment should pass before 
the House goes into recess. I intend to oppose 
the motion. 

Question put ; and the House divided :­

A YJo>, 33. 
~Ir. Allan 

, Armstrong 
, Rarues, G. P. 
,, Barnes, W. II. 
, Booker 
,. Bouchard 
, Brennan 
, .Briclge"' 
,, Corl:5er 
, Cottell 
.. Cnbb 
, llenham 
, Forrest 

Forsyth 
(~rant 

, Grayson 
., Gunn 

l\Ir. Hawthorn 
, Hunter, D. 

Kidstou 
1\facartney 
~lackintosh 
1\Iorgan 
Paget 
Patrie 
Philp 
Somer::;et 
Stodart 
Swayne 
Tolmie 
1\ralker 
White 
Wienholt 

Tellers: ~Ir. Corser and Mr. Walker. 

NOES, 21. 
Mr. Allen )lr. Mann 

, , Barber , , .IHcLachlan 
Breslin , ::\1anghan 

, Collins Mav 
" Coyne " 3-lu.Icahy 
, Crawford ,, Mullan 
, Douglas ,. Murpby 
, Ferricks , O'Sullivan 
., Hardacre , Payne 
.. Hunter, J. 11. Ryland 
., Land , 1,heodore 
,, Lennon , Winstanley 

T<llers: :vir. Crawford and :vir. :vrann. 

PAIRs. 

Ayes-:vir. !Iodge, Mr. Fox, Mr. Rankin, )fr. Appel, 
and Mr. Roberts, 

Noes-V(r.I~oley, },Ir. Bowman, ::\-1r. Ryan, Mr. Hamil­
ton and Mr. Blair. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

[Mr. Barber. 

COMPANIES ACTS AMJ:<;NDMENT BILL. 

MESSAGE FRO~I CouxciL. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 

message from the Legiolative Council forwarding 
this Bill to the Legislative Assembly for their 
conuurrence. 

FmsT READING. 
On the motion of the 'l'REASUHER, the 

Bill was read a tirRt time, and the >'econd read­
ing was made an Order of the Day for Tuesday 
next. 
WARWICK TO l\1ARYVALE RAIL\VAY' 

BILL. 
Jl.h;ssAGE l!'ROM CoT:xcu,. 

The SPEAKEI~ announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislative Council returning 
this Bill to the Legislative Assembly without 
amendment. 

SUPPLY. 
FINANCIAL STATE~fENT-RESU1IPTION OF DEBATE 

IN COMMITTEE. 

(Jfr. W. D. Arn<strong, Lockyer, in the chair.) 
Question--That the sum of £300 be granted 

tD defray the salary of the aide-de-camp to his 
Excellency the Governor--stated. 

Mr. JI.Ir\:1\N : Before dealing with the 
Financial Statement, I just desire to briefly 
traverse certain remarks made by the Premier 
last night, and afterwards pass on ~0 de a! wi~h 
the more imporrant matters mentwned m tne 
Stateinent. The I>rernier's :o;peech last 0vening, 
if I may say so, was a very weak effort, 
inasmuch as he dwelt mamly upon the fact that 
the expenditure during the last two years was 
amply justified, quite forgetting the fact that 
while the expenditure has been mounting up by 
leaps and bounds. our revenue has n?t been 
keeping pace with it. I will deal with that 
matter mvre fully later on, and at prese?t JU~t 
deal with one remark that he made last mght m 
reply to an !n'.erjection by the deputy leader of 
the Oppositwn. \Vhen he asked hnn what was 
tu be done with all the immigrants beingbrought 
out the Premier replied, "'Ask your friend the 
me.'nber for Cairns, who says no men a~e 
available in Queensland." Last year, and this 
year-never while I have been engaged in 
the mgar industry have I seen that industry so 
well supplied with labour, and while last year I 
voted for the full amount of £50,000 that the 
Government set down on the Estimates for im­
migration, I pointed out it was not wise to 
flood an already full market-the labour market 
-such as was the ease in the sugar industry, and 
also in \Vestern Queensland, where men were 
being brought out tn take the place of men already 
there. I rml-'hatic 1lly deny ever havmg us~d 
the expre'"ion that we could not get men m 
Queensland. \Vhat I did say was that accord­
ing to the Brisbane Press-and the SecrE'tary for 
Railways did not deny the statement-h_e was 
unable to get sufficient men to build the railways 
that we had already passed last session. 

The SECRETARY POR RAILWAYS: I said we 
could put more men on. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: There 
was plenty of work for able-bodied men. 

Mr. MANN : There is plenty of work for 
able-bodied men. but men will not come to 
Queemland from the other States unless they 

know the rate of pay they are tl:> 
[5.30 p.m.] get, and we tried to set forth clearly 

in the railway Bills before us what 
the rate of pay would be, and the Government 
refused to accept the very reasonable amendment 
moved on this side of the HousA. There may be 
pienty of work for able-bodied men upo~ the· 
railways, but if the Government are pursumg a. 
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vigorous works policy they will naturally deplete 
the labour market in agricultural districts, and 
we will have members like the hon. member for 
Cunningham and the hon. member for Cam­
booya urging the Government to bring out more 
immigrants because there is a scarcity of labour 
in agricultural districto, forgetting that the 
Government drive these men away by paying 
them more than is paid in agricultural pur­
suits-if we except the sugar industry-and 
any man with any spirit in him who wishes 
to make a fair day'> wage will leave an 
agricultural diBtrict and go on to the railway 
lines, if he is, as the Secretary for Lands says, 
an able-bodied man. TIJat IS the reason vihy 
there may l;>e a shortage of agricultural labourers, 
but judging from what I have heard and seen 
they are not bringing out agricultural labourers, 
but mechanics and people who have never 
-engaged in agriculture, and while they do that 
there may be a scarcity of labourers in agricul­
tural districts, but, as I said before, I found no 
scarcity at all in regard to the sugar industry. 
The reason why the Premier at first initiated his 
present system of immigration was because he 
was told there was a shortage of labour in the 
.canefields. · 

The SECRETARY FOR R.\ILWAY~: There was 
at that time. 

Mr. MA::'-fN: That may have been, but the 
hon. senior member for Townsville asked for 
.5,000 men, and when the Premier gave the sugar­
growers a chance of saying bow many they 
required, the number asked for was only 500. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 1,050. 
Mr. MANN: It came down to 500 when they 

were asked to put up £5 a head, and I think tbe 
Secretary for Railways will bear me out when I 
say that at pr~sent there is no demand for more 
labour in the sugar districts. 

The SECRETARY JWR RAII.WAYS: There has not 
been this season. 

The TREASURER: There has been a very small 
<:rop. 

Mr. MANN : I know there has been a small 
<:rop, but there has been an enormous amount of 
public work carried on, and if the men who 
-came to Queensland could not find work in the 
sugar·fields then they could find work on the 
railways. 

rhfl SECRETARY FOR- RAILWAYS: They have 
done. 

Mr. MANN : :For that reason, I maintain that 
at present there is sufficient labour in Queensland 
to meet all our re'luirements, with, perhap•, the 
exception of our railway works where insufficient 
wages have been paid to induce men to work on 
them. I confess I had to laugh last night when 
I heard the Premier and the Secretary for Lands 
saying, ''Trust the people." The members on 
this side, they said, did not trust the people. 
Now, the Premier and the Secretary for Lands 
were both 1\Iinisters in a Cabinet that refused to 
trust the people, inasmuch as they refused to pass 
.a general referendum Bill at the time they passed 
the Bible in State Schools Referendum Bill. I 
was curious enough to ask them, while we were 
taking up the time of the House with the Bible 
in State Schools Referendum Bill, why they could 
not pass a general Referendum Bill, but they said 
they could not trust the people. It was, for in­
stance, suggosted that if we submitted a Refer­
endum Bill to th10 people for lowering the rates 
on the railways, it would be carried enthusias­
tically ; but, of course, the Treasury would suffer. 
Last night they said, "Trust the people." vVhy 
not trust them when passing a Referendum Bill, 
and put it to the people whether they wished the 
freights reduced on the railways or not? 

Tbe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: They are 
different things altogether. 

Mr. MA::'-f::'{: .For instance, we could have a 
referendum in the whole of Queensland as to 
how many members should be in this House, and 
the rate of pay, but I am satisfied that the 
present Government will not trust the r-eople by 
means of a refPrendum to say whether it would 
he advisable we ehould have no members of the 
Legislature for Brisbane. It would be carried in 
the country, I am sme. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I think the hon. 
me-mber has pursued that subject quite far 
enough. 

~fr. MANN : I am simply pointing out that 
hon. members on the other side do not trust the 
people, only where it suits them, <:tnd with regard 
to the referendum to he taken on the financial 
relations between the States and the Common­
wealth, they are trusting to tbe fact that they 
have got almost all the daily papers on their side, 
and they are hoping that the people, looking at 
it from a parochial point of view, will carry it. 

The TREASURER: The agreement is a good one. 

Mr. MAN::'-f : The Premier marle the same 
remark as that which fell from the Treasurer. 
I am going to show that tbe agreement is a bad 
one, inasmuch as the States will have the spend­
ing of money that they do not have to collect. 
The Premier himself, before taking office as a 
Minister, always Raid th~ t the most pernicious 
thing in public life is having thP spending of 
money that they have not the trouble of raising; 
and I may go further and say that if the States 
insist on receiving back from the Common­
wealth £1 5s. per head of the population, it 
means that we must have a revenue tariff. 

:Mr. HARDACRE: For ever. 
Mr. 11ANN: Yes, because over and above 

collecting through the customs to meet the wants 
of the Commonwealth in the matter of their 
departments, they must have sufficient to hand 
back to the States, no matter what the popula­
tion may be, o!ll 5s. per head. 

The TREASURER: They will do it easily. 

Mr. ::'.IANN: I am pointing out that it will be 
an easy matter to, say, reduce the duty on sugar 
to £4 a ton, and thus allow sugar to come in from 
other countries, and practically wipe out our 
sugar industry. That is what It will mean under 
this agreement, because the Government will 
have tu raise money whether they like it or not, 
and they will have to do it by a revenue tariff, 
because if we do without a revenue tariff and 
shut out articles coming in, our collections must 
fall off and the Commonwealth cannot pay the 
sum demanded by the States. \V hen the Premier 
said last night that the agreement was a good 
thing for the Federal Government and a good 
thing for them not to have a fixed period that this 
should run, the Treasurer understood quite 
clearly the difficulty there is about getting- an 
expression of opinion from the people. There 
was a referendum taken at the last election, 
and I do not believe there were 25,000 people 
who voted at that election in (,\ueensland­
that was on the amendment of the Constitution­
and I am quite satiRfied that the Premier knows 
that the agreement being made is a bad thing for 
the Commonwealth, and equally bad for the 
States, because it will give them the spending of 
money which they have not had the trouble or 
bother to raise. It will be a bad thing for the 
Commonwealth, because it will strangle our 
national life, make the national Parliament sub­
servient to the State ParliamentH, "nd in the 
near future, if this becomes law and is carried on 
for a number of yeaf', the national Parliament 
will be merely a puppet in the hands of the 
various Sbte Parliaments. In fact, owing to 
the weak attitude of Jliir. Deakin on this matter, 

Mr. Mann.] 
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I claim that the national Parliament is not con­
trolled by the whole of the people of Australia, 
bnt by the Premiers of the various State Parlia­
ments. 

Mr. LE:->XON : By six men. 

Mr. MANN : Yes. The Premier's speech 
was mainly confined to showing our expend:ture 
was justified so- long a-s we had the money to 
spend. He did not always hold that opinion. 
There was a time when he said we should have 
a wide margin of safety between expenditure and 
revenue, and he was careful hst night to point 
out, when shown by the deputy leader of the 
Labour party, that tbe enormous addition to our 
expenditure had been going- on, not for two but for 
four years. I join issue with him on that matter, 
and my remarks will, I am sure, be backed up by 
the hon. member for Oxley. I would point out 
that the great rise in our expenditure took place 
in 1907. The hon. member for Oxley on that 
occa8ion wa' sitting in Opposition, and he got up 
and condemned the Treasurer's Budget Bpeech 
in the strongest terms I have heard used in this 
House. He condemned the Premier's spend­
thrift policy, and claimed that if he went 
on at the rate the Premier was going we would 
soon overtake the margin of safety, and begin 
to have deficits. \Vhat the hon.' member for 
Oxley said on that occasion has been amply 
justified. \Ve have been racing as hard as we 
can along the road to a deficit, and, as showing 
that the Premier did not always believe in his 
present boom policy, I will quote from a speech 
of his delivered in 1904, showing that he did not 
believe in his present policy of huge loan ex­
penditure, or of having the expenditure prac­
tic~tlly treading on the heels of our revenue. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Do you expPct him to be con­
sistent? 

Mr. 1IANN: I expect a man to be consistent. 
The Premier said-

Queensland, like all the other Australian States, has 
indulged in excessive borrowing for many years. and is 
now reaping the aftermath. The stintnlating effect of 
the lavish expenditure on the revenue is gone, but the 
interest bill remains-a heavy burdr.n on half a million 
of people. Last year, mainly owing to the increase in 
railway revenue, the net charge on revenue was the 
lowest during the last five vears, vet. as will be seen 
from Table K. it amounts to £733,000, equal to 2 -·38 per 
cent of our total revenue. And the interest bill is not 
the only evil result of the lavish expenditure of boom 
times. Public sentiment, in regard to governmental 
expenditure, has been vitiated to such an f>xtent as tC' 
render a return to a sane financial policy the most 
difficult and most unpopular task that anv Government 
can undertake. · 

Going back to 1904, he used tbesP words-
It is certainly desirable to stop harrowing-to stop 

adding to our already very heavy interest bill. But it is 
desirable to do this wHh the least possible hindrance to 
needful and healthy development. The policy of tlle 
Government is to utilise funds now at their disposal­
and to provide funds for the replenishment of our capital 
account-in :such a way as 'vill render possible a 
moderate but continuous policy of development with· 
out further borrowing. 

Last night the Premier said that the Estimate~ 
of last year were cut down to the lowest possible 
degree consistent with the welfare of the public 
service. Last year we tried to drum it into his 
head that he had cut down the amount put on 
the E;timates for the development of the mining 
industry, but he eaid they were just as he found 
them on his return from the old country, though 
the latP Treasurer, J\Ir. Airey, and the late At­
torney-General, Mr. Blair, assured the House 
that a ve1y much larger sum w~ts put on the 
Estimates for the development <•f the mining 
industry. Last night he made the admission 
that the Estimates were cut down, and I want 

[Mr. M ann. 

hon. members to notice that at last he has ad 
mitted the truth in this matter. The Premier· 
said last night that the reduction in the earning 
capacity of the railw~tys was brought about by· 
the initiation of the eight-hours day and the re­
duction in freights and fares. To a certain ex­
tent that is true, but those factors were in opera­
tion during a considerable part of the previous. 
financial year. Freights and fares were cut 
down in 1!107. 

An HoNOURABLE ME~!BER : In October. 

Mr. MANN: And it came into operation in 
,January, 1908, so that it was in operation for six: 
months of that financial year ; also the eight­
hours day. We must therefore look fvr other 
causes of the falling off in railway revenue. I 
claim that the reduction was brought about 
mainly owing to the fact that we are building so 
many miles of rail way that for many years they 
must be unproductive. The Obsert•e?' of the 19th 
November, 190!), said-

Premier Kidston may be heartily congratulated upon 
his lucid, exhaustive, and admirable Financial State~ 
ment. He understands figures and know~ how to use· 
them does William. 

In the Obser11er of this afternoon I notice the 
same thing appearing, namely-

The real Treasurer of the Government was again 
made manifest when the Premier handled the Financial 
Statement yesterday afternoon. 

It is curious that the Treasurer should be so 
overlooked. When the great conference in Mel­
bourne took place, the Courier chronicled the 
arrival of the Premier, but did not even mention 
the fact that the Treasurer was there too. If 
this Budget is the .Premier's, we may aesume 
that the last was his also, and he was only ou-~ 
£336,340 in his estimate. He over-estimated 
the revenue by .£170,539, and under-estimated 
the expenditure by £165,801; but, in spite of 
slip-shod financing, there was a surplus of 
£9,941, a surplus oboained by starving the 
ho,pitals-a policy which we notice is continued 
in this year's Estimates. Perhaps it may be 
tha-t the establishment of a University in BriH­
bane will compensate the co!lntry di,tricts for 
the amount taken from the hospitals. The object 
of the hon. gentleman is to cloak the rottenness 
of the position. In the Home Department we 
~tre told there is a decreased expenditure of 
£109,650, but that should really read an increase 
of .£25,450, as we have been relieved of £135,00() 
which appeared on last year's Estimates for old­
age pensions. I do not object to increased 
expenditure if our revenue would only keep pace 
with the expenditure. But we remember how 
the Premier brought dnwn a Betterment Bill to­
increase the revenue. He deliberately cut down 
his Estimates of revenue, and brought down a 
land taxation measure to provide more revenue. 
At that time he claimed for the Betterment Bill 
what he now claims for the agreement between 
the Commonwealth and the States-that it 
would not be of much use the first year or two, 
but within a very short term of years sufficient 
revenue would be obtained from the land to 
almost meet half the expenditure. He claims 
for the agreement that, while it is a bad bargain· 
for Queensland at present, in a few years, as 
population increases, we will get back an enor­
mous revenue from the Commonwealth Govern­
ment. 

Mr. HARDAORE ; \V e will only be getting 
about as much in thirty years as now. 

:Mr. MANX: The Auditor-General differs 
from that opinion, and so dn I. I claim that if 
the States stick out for their " pound of flesh" 
within ten years there will be an outcry foran 
alteration, or the Federal Government will 
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cease paying back the amount we are Pntitled to, 
or else they will have to come forward with a 
land tax. 

Mr. FORSYTH: Do you think we are getting 
too much? 

Mr. MANN: I think we are getting too little 
at present, but later on we will be entitled to 
more under the agreement than the Common­
wealth Government will be able to pay. The 
hon. gentleman shows how the revenue increased 
in 1908-0, as compare,{ with 1907-S; but why did 
he not compare the expenditure also for the same 
period? The small surplus mentioned would 
have been a deficit of .£71,32G, were it not for 
the fact that the Commonwealth Government 
returned £81,267 over the estimat.e. Yet the 
Treasurer, in last year's l<'inancial Statement, 
complained of the J!'ederal Government charging 
us with the cost of old-age pensions twice over. 
That was put into the Budget at the time merely 
to excite the people of Queensland against the 
then Federal Government. In 190G-7, he had a 
revenue of £4,307,912, and a surplus of £396,115 ; 
in 1907-8, a revenue of £4,488,398, and a surplus 
of £115,301; in 1908-9, a revenue of £4,766.244, 
and a surplus of £9,940. The Government have 
had a continually expanding revenue, but there 
has been a continually shrinking surplus. The 
last Financial Statement winds up in the follow­
ing manner-

I have called the :tltention of hon. members to this 
matter because there seems to be a continual tendency 
in this House to urge the Treasurer to increased 
expenditure without too keen an appreciation of the 
danger that it may entail fresh burdens on the tax .. 
payer, and because I hope that after the statement I 
have made the good sense of the House will a~sist the 
Governruent in resisting those appeals at least until our 
growing revenue has secured ns a larger margin of 
safety. 
I- am not objecting to increased expenditure, but 
I am asking the Chief Secretary, while increasing 
expenditure, to devise ROme method whereby he 
will draw into the Treasury a largar revenue. 
That paragraph reads, in the face of the present 
position, like a pledge signed by a drunkard after 
a spree-a pledge signed to still an uneasy con­
science, and not intended to he kept. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! Is the hon. 
gentleman reading his speech? 

Mr. MANN: No; I have copious notes, and I 
am simply quoting from them. The Treasurer 
having signed the pledge, as it were, in connec­
tion with his Budget, ,at the first opportunity he 
breaks it. \V e had that plea in his last Budget, 
and on this occasion the Premier got t'P and 
warned members on buth sides against pushing 
the Government into further expenditure. It 
lies entirely, according to the Cow·ie,·, in the 
Premier's hands. If he desired to cut expendi­
ture down, he had only to bring down a different 
Budget. He ma,.v claim that he is warranted 
by the increased revenue in spending a large 
arrwunt, but formerly he used to argue in favour 
of cutting down expenditure. \Vhen very much 
less was epent by the continuous lVIinistry he 
claimed that expenditure could be cot do"'n by 
.£500,000; hut instead of cutting down expendi­
ture himself he has exceeded thE expenditure of 
the Philp Government by £508,000 in one year. 

The TREASVRER : \Vhat was the revenue? 
Mr. l\1ANN : The revenue was greater also ; 

but the Premier always claimed that there should 
be a margin of safety between revenue and ex­
penditure. :"row he ha8 out-heroded Herod in 
slaughtering his old democratic principles. He 
has copied everything he condem!1ed in tl?e ol_d 
continuous Government, and he 1s now, 111 h1s 
own words, racing headlong into the quagmire of 
deficit. The hon. gentleman has been washing 
his democratic flannels with a very bad brand of 

soap-the Philp brand; and the democratic" 
principle-his flannels-have shrunk like his 
democratic principles and like his surpluses;" 
and to hide his nakEdne>s he will have to wear 
the old coat known as the Philp deficit coat. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Y on have learned 
your lesson well. 

Mr. lVIANN: And then we will see him in 
another Philp garment-the land-sales garment 
-in which the Premier will blossom forth at the 
close of his political career as a full-blown con­
servative. (Laughter.) I expect in a short 
time to see him decked out in a suit of conser­
vative dres'l clothE>' made by that eminent firm 
of tailors, " Boodle and J<'a t. ;, 

The CHAIRJYL-\.N : Order ! 

Mr. MANN : And that he will then be 
playing to the dress circle. J<~ither the Premier 
or the •rreasurer remarked that the increa0e in 
the rail way returns was one of the most 'atis-. 

factory features in the TrPasury 
[7 p.m.] figures. If we tnrn to •rable N we 

shall find that the actual charge of 
the rail ways on the consolidated revenue for the 
year 1907-8 was .£46, 169. whilst for the year 
i908-9 it increased to £81,901. The return on 
capital invested for 1907-8 was £3 10s. 4d. per 
cent., whereas in 1908-9 it was only £3 7s. 6d. 
per cent.-a drop of 2s. IOd. per ce~t. The· 
expenditure increased from .£1,053,000 m 1907-8 
to £1,227,000 in 1908-!J-an increase of 16 per 
cent., as against a decrease of2s. lOd. percent. on 
the capital invested. It is interesting to examine 
the Treasurer's figures closely in connection w~th 
the Railway Department, and compare the 1!1· 

crease in revenue with the increase in expendi­
ture. Last year the expenditure wa8 under­
estimated by £71,098; but, says the Treasmer, 
we earned £70,708 over our estimate. 'rhat iH 
to say, that shows a debit uf £390-that to earn 
£70, 7os we spent £71,0!)8 .. Now, last year's 
receipts were .£2,110, 708, while the expenditure 
was .£L,227,097, sbowing net earnings for the 
year of £883,610, whilst the net earnings in the 
previous year were £885,li22, in spi.te of the fa~t 
that in 1B08-9 we had a greater mileage of rail­
way than we had in 1907-8. Of course, the 
Treasurer explains that as owing to the eight-hour 
day and the reduction in fares and freights; but, 
as I pointed on t earlier in the evening, we had 
the same disadvantages for six months in 1907-8. 
This year the Treasurer estimate' that his re­
ceipts from railways will be .£2,250,000, and he 
estimates the expenditure at .£1,29/, 768, so that 
he expects to receive a net revenue of £952,232. 
Hon. members will note that last year it took 
.£71,098 to earn £70,708, but this yc,ar the hon. 
gentleman expects to receive £139,292 extm fur 
an additional expenditure of £70,1)71. In other 
words, he expects to earn almost £2 by the expen­
diture of .£1. It mav hA asked if we can do that. 
Frankly, I do not think we can, inasmu~h. as 
many of the new railways that we are bmldmg 
will not pay intere't and redemption over and 
above working expenses, and many of the older 
railways, on the other h'<nd, will require large 
sums to be spent in maintenance. Of course, I 
shall be told that the heavier up-keep on the new 
rail ways is responsible for the falling off in 
revenue ; but I feel sure that in the future we 
are going to suffer very much from the fact that 
we are building very expensive railways, which 
will not retur~t interest on the capital invested 
over and above working expense. Take, for 
example, the railway frum Dalby to Tara. I ask 
hon. members to turn up Hansard, and read 
the debate that took place when the line was 
pas,ed, and to note the speech made on th~t 
occasion by the present Secretary for Pubhc 
Lands, Mr. Denham. The hon. gentleman 

Mr. Mann.] 
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condemned the line in unmeasured terms. ~o 
word" of his .were strong enough to point out the 
absolute foolishness of building railways through 
country that, the hon. gentleman asserted, was 
almost wor~hless from an ar:ricultnral point of 
v:ew: Dnrmg the following recess I visited the 
d1stnct, and I found that what the hon. gentle­
man said was practically true, and as soon 
as the House met I made every effort to 
i!1duce the. Government not to go on with the 
lme. Varwus members on the Government side 
told me that what I said was perfectly true. Tn 
fact, several of them urged me to push the 
matter. But when I brought it up in the 
House I was faced with a blunt refusal on the 
part <;f the Government to stop going on with 
the !me, although one of the moot important 
members of the Cabinet had said that it would 
b~ absolutely worthless from a revenue point of 
v1ew, or as a means of settling people on the 
land. ~ow, take the line from Atherton to 
Evelyn. I do not know whether the Secretary 
for Railways has seen that line-·-

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No. I have 
not. 
1\~r.l\lANN: But an ex-l\-Iinister went up there 

durmg the recess, and when he had seen the line 
and the heavy works in connection with it he 
expressed the opinion that it was going to ~uin 
Queensland. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR RAILWAYS: \Vas that the 
::Ylinister who passed the line? 

::Ylr. 1\L\~~ : No; the late Secretary for 
::Yiines, ::\Ir. J ackson. In my opinion that line 
will not pay fo: axle grease _for the ne~t twenty 
years, so that, .m~teacl of bemg a source of profit 
to. the Comm1sswner and to the country, it is 
gomg to be a v.ery he~vy loss,. And that is why 
I am ad vocatm.g th1s evemng the spending of 
our loan money m a more judicious fashion than 
has be~n the case for the last few years. The 
expend1ture has risen to an enormous extent 
and yet we will be told that even if these line~ 
do not pay directly they will pay indirectlv 
inasmuch as they ~ill settle people on the land: 
~erhaps, ~o a certam extent, that is true. But 
If these ra1lways enhance the Yalue of our lands 
how is, it that we are receiving such a small 
revenue from our Crown lands? In the " AB C 
~and book of. Statistics," issued by Mr. Thorn­
hill '\Veedon, 1t mentions that we have the enor­
mous territory of 250,000,000 acres of land leased, 
and the rent that we receive from that area 
a~~ the selections ~ombined, amounts to only 
£663,000. The estimated expenditure of the 
Lands Department is .£198, 636, so that if we 
deduct that amount from the total revenue re­
ceived it will leave .£466,314 as the mt revenue 
we are receiving from our lands or practically 
only .£500, 000. ' 

. The SECRETARY ]<'OR AGRICeLTCRE: A Jot of it 
IS due to survey. 

c\Ir. MANX: Yes; but look at the excrbi­
ta':lt rents charged for selections ! How are we 
gomg to get the proper revenue from the land 
unless we impose heavier rents on our pastoral 
lessees? Our revenue must fall unle"s we get 
more from the pastoral lessees. I am not saying 
t!:mt the rent t~e Government are charging is too 
httle ~or selectwns, because in my district they are 
chargmgtoo much. \Veb,d the spectacle the other 
day of two men who came clown here from Ather­
ton, who, although they came down on sJme other 
business as well, said that one of their main 
rea~ons for coming rlown wa~ to offer their 
protes.t against the high prices ehaq,ed for Urown 
lands m the Atherton district. It is no wonder 
that we are only receiving a small revenue from 
our Crown lands. I suppose that in that sum is 

[Mr. Mann. 

included a good deal of money for timber. A 
curious thing in connection with the timber busi­
ne,,s is that there is no record in the head office 
of how much red cedar they sold, and yet it is 
one of the most valuable timbers in Queensland. 
By and by I am going to ask the Secretary for 
Lands what he got for the last quantity of red 
cedar that he sold, and I am also going to ask the 
Secretary for Railways how much he paid for the 
red cedar that he advertised for on the 2nd 
October. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS : You asked for 
that the other day. 

Mr. MA"'N: No; there is some more I want 
to get the price of. I will ask you wh:>t you paid 
for the red ceda,r you bought in November. I 
heard the Premier say that the reason he turned 
the hon. member for Dalby out of the Lands 
Department was that he was going to revolu­
tionise the department and see that things were 
clone much better there, so that there would be 
no undue delay in seLtlement on the land, that 
the settlers would not be unduly harassed, and 
that we get from our pastoral leases a better 
revenue than we had received from them in the 
past. I thought that the Land Court would 
have been wiped out, and that we would have 
had such a fair assessment placed on our pas­
toral leases that they would, in a great measure, 
make up the leeway of money that we will be 
short of when the Federal Government starts 
paying the .£1 5s. per capita. I really expected 
that the hon. member for Oxley would have 
made the department what it ought to be, one of 
the most up-to-date and business-like concerns in 
the State, and that we would not have such an 
experience of seeing men waiting for two years for 
land, and that we would not have a repetition of 
the spectacle we had of immigrants from the old 
country writing home to their friends and saying 
that in spite ot the fact that they were told 'that 
the land would be ready for them as soon as they 
came, ttnd it would be al"o ready for the plough, 
they have been told by the Department of Public 
Lands that at least two years must elapse before 
land can be found fur them. I beJie,·e that the 
hon. member for Oxley would make some attempt 
to get some more revenue out of the pastoral 
lessees only for the fact that the Premier since 
the year 1902, and po,sibly before that time, has 
been o.n advocate and supporter of the squatter. 
The Hon. the Premier was a very strong advo­
cate of that 1902 Bill, and he tried to coerce the 
Labour party mto agreeing to the iniquitous 
clauses in the Bill which allowed the squatters to 
extend their lease~ and so lock up their land from 
settlement, whereas it should have been opened 
and become a source of revenue to the State. I 
remember when the Premier used to talk about 
the lavish expenditure of loan money on the part 
of the old continuous Philp Ministry, and he 
used to declaim that if ever be got into position 
an.d power in Queensland he would put a s~op to 
th1s extmvagant borrowing policy; that he 
would have no borrowing at all and no more 
loans, and that be would get the revenue from 
our lands, from our rail ways, and other sources, 
and that he wonld go in for a works policy which 
was to be paid for not out of loan money 'but out 
of revenue. But what do we find to-day? The 
position is that for sins of omission and comis­
sion which the Chief Secretary charged against 
the late Philp Government he has been guilty of 
most of them during the short period he has been 
in office. For example, he used always to protest 
against the large amount of unforeseen expendi­
ture of the Philp Government, and this year we 
find that there was no less a sum than £165,801 
of unforeseen expenditure last year. 

.Mr. RYLAND : Shame ! 
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~\fr. 1\L-\~X : Of c mrse it may be justified. 

'fhe TRKU<VREH: You helped to pass a lot of 
"that in connectiOn with the loan. 

:\Ir. :'IL-\NX: No, I objected to tbe loan 
bPcauRt> it \Vas too big. I objected to borrowing 

much. 
The TREASUI\EH: You did not object to it. 

:\Jr. :'IIAJ'\N : The hon. gentleman can turn 
up Hansard and he will see that I spoke against 
·that as hard as any man could in this Chamber. 
lt is time that the Premier frankly-tr• use hi,; 
own word--confef<sed that for Fins of muission 
and commission he has at lea't equalled, if not 

-excelled, the bte continuous Government. For 
the ft>ur months ending in October, the Premi(-r 
spent in loan money £4U9,181 ""against, for the 
>ame per-iod in HJOS, £2S;3,GfiG, or a difference of 
£175,5Hi. That i,; an increase of 6~ per cent. 
I remember the time when he wa;; only spending 
£500,000 a year, and he claimed that the policy 
that he was pursuing wa8 one of the be~t in the 
interests of Queensland. To-day in the be't in­
-terests of Queensland he is adopting the ruinous, 
reckless policy of the Philp G-overnment-a 
policy which he condemned so heartily, and so 
wiselv, that the people helped him to turn out 
th<> Philp Government, but to-day we find bim 
sitting there with the Philp party in power and 
pursuing th•o same reckles" and ruinons policy 
which he previon:oly condemned-the policy of 
boom, borrow, and hurst. I don't know if the 
Premier will admit he was wrong when he made 
~uch attempts to do away with the continous 
Government in 1902-3. Does be remember what 
credit he got for turnin 1; out that wisely pro­
gre>sive, pntriotic Philp Government, which. he 
claimed, dnrin:; the yea"' they were in office, 
hindered the <leveloprmmt of Qneen"land and 
xetarded progress for yHrs. \Ve :hnd, however, 
that the Premier claims tbat, the five years when 
the Philp part.y werA ont of office were the five 
n1f ,~t prosperous yf: n' in (~neens1and. They 
were the five year., when he pnr"ued a ~anP 
-policy, and before he arlopted the spending policy 
of the Philp Governrnent. · 

The SEcRET AllY FOUR \IL\\'AYS: The monev is 
being spent in buildiu;~ rn.ilway;-; v~'hich }ron 
helped to pass. 

::\Ir. :\Ir:LCAHY: :2\o-motor-cars. 

Mr. 1\f A:\'X: I admit that we are ju~tified in 
borrow in;-; money to build railways when there is 
a tr'l.i'O:Jrtble prm::peet (Jf the rail .... ~ay:'\ paying 
within a short period of their bein;: built. But 
vve are spending a largB sum of IDOlH"Y on t.\~.ro 
railways, one of which, in my opinion, will not 
pay for twenty ye>trs, and in the opinion of the 
hon. member for· Oxley the other will not pay 
for a like period. 

The SECI\ETARY 1''01\ RAILWAYS: But you 
helped to pass them. 

:\lr. ::\IA::'\:N : I prot.-sted again•t the route of 
the line from Atherton to- Evelyn, and as soon 
as I found out what kin<l pf a line the Daiby to 
Tarll. Rail way '"as, I urged the Gm ernment not 
to construct it, and what support did I receive? 
I went to the then 1\Tinister for Railways, :\Ir. 
Kerr, and the thor Trcacurer, ::\Ir. Airey, and 
-a; ked them to delay the construction of the line 
until the Premier retmnerl. That was done, and 
n<'t "'stroke of work was ,],me on t.he line until 
after the coalition WJ.s formed. \Ve have heard 
the Premier ranting and roaring at different 
times about the necessity of having a fair margin 
-between r<wenue and expenditure, and what 
policy has he pursued in this respect for tbe !aRt 
two veare f\S the head of the Government? He 
has hacl bigger revenues than we had unoer the 
-old Philp Government, bigger even than we had 
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before federation, and yet we find that we came 
within an inch of a deficit last year. Had it 
not been that the Commonwealth returned us 
more than we expected to receive, we should have 
had a deficit instead of a paltry surplus. Last 
year the Commonwealth retnrned to this State 
the snm of £1,057,000. 'l'he Premier used to boast 
that he conld rnn the country for half a million 
less than it was run in 1902-3. As a matter of 
fact he has had an average of £150,000 a year 
more revenue than the "Philp Government re­
ceived at that time, and, in spite of that fact, 
our expenditure is overtaking our revenue by 
leatd and bounds, and, unless we have a sheer 
stroke of luck, I anticipate that we will end t.his 
year with a debit instead of a credit balanee. 

The TREASCHER : So Airey said last year. 

:\fr. J\IANN: And he would have been right 
if the Government had not received more from 
the Comn,onwealth than they anticipated. In 
Hl07-8 the upenditure was £1, 75U,303, and the 
expenditure for 1\JOS-\l was £4,373,096, an in­
crease of £383,207, or 'over £1,000 a day. Bnt 
that wa; only the nominal increase, because the 
actual incre'-tse for the year was no 1-·ss than 
£508,000. I get that by including the sum of 
£125,000, wbichshonld have been added to the sur­
plus of that ye-'1r, but was taken to pay off certain 
<<Id Treasury debits, "" that the expenditnre for 
1D07-8 was £4,248,0Hl), aR again::;:t .£'"1,706,303, 
showing'"' increase of £501-j,207. The Premier 
denied last night chat thBre had been an increase 
of £:308,000 in one year, but admitted that there 
had been an increase of £1,000,000, extending 
OVi.ll' a period of four years. I again pnt the hon. 
member for Oxley into the witness-box. In 
190~ tLat ban. gentleman Raid-

The Pxpenditure during the ye~r 190~-:3 was £3,717,806, 
and during 190i-8it i~ to be, accordin~ to the Treasurer, 
£4,-.tiO,aoo-an enormous incrc.l'-e of £722,494. 

Thn< we have the evidence of the present 
:\finistt>r for L'c~ds clnt a great increase took 
place in 1907-8. Last year onr revenue increased 
to the extent of £277,000, but our expenditure 
jum~ed up at almost double the rate of our 
revenue increase. 

:'IIr. :'11AUGHA!'f: That may be jnstified. 

Mr. MAN:N : I am not saying that it is not 
justified; but I am pointing out that the Premier 
aiways cLlimed that there should be '" wide 
margin of safety between revenue and expendi­
ture. I would advise the hon. member tn study 
the figures I have quoted, showing hnw our sur­
pluse" have tapered off from almost £400,000 to 
£1l,D41last year. And if it had not been for the 
fact that the Commonwealth was more generous 
than we expected, there would have been a deficit 
last year instead of a paltry surpluH of £9,941. 
I do not object to expenditure if it is warra,nted; 
but I claim that it is the duty of the Government 
to i'eek for fresh sources of revenue so as to keep a 
wider ma-rgin betwe~n revenue and expenditure. 
Are the Govern men~ trying to do that? As a 
matter of fact, they are j t11nping up our interest 
bill at 'uch an alarming rate that if they go on as 
they are doing a, deficit is inevitable. The in­
terest appropriation for 1908-H was £1,634,780, 
an inereaRe of £70,000 over the appropriation for 
1907-8. which wtt~ £1,56~,000. Of course I will 
be told that the money borrowed was to build 
rail ways, and I say again that we are j nstified in 
increasivg- onr interest bill if our railw<tys sbow a 
fair prosped of retnrnin;; interest and working 
expenses. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: The railways 
are n<>w guaranteed. 

Mr. :\IANN: The interest is not guaranteed 
under the Railways Act of 1906. I W(,uld point 
out to the hon. gentleman that if the department 

Mr. Mann.] 
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attempt to collect from the settlers in the Ather­
ton d1strict sufficient to make the Atherton to 
Evelyn Railway pay, they will bankrupt the 
settlers. 

The SECRErARY ]'OR RAILWAYS: Then why 
did you surJport the line? 

Mr. MANN : I advocated taking the rail­
way, not up the Herbertnn Range, but through 
the scrub, so as to open up those s0rub lands. 
By taking that route there would have been 
good land all the way, but by the route it has 
followed it goe'' through barren country and 
over a range, which has involvt>d an expenditure 
of ovPr .£10,000 a mile. The Treasurer himself 
is not too sure about the financial position. He 
says that unless we have a continuance of good 
season• we are bound to have trouble. Any 
man who ha,; been in Queensland for a period of 
years must know 'that we have periods of 
drought as well as good seasons. I :J.nre say 
the hon. member for Moreton will remember the 
trouble the Philp Gove<nment had during the 
drought period. I am not saying thD.t a similar 
drought will occur, but I say it is quite possible 
that we may again be in the horrors of a drought. 
'What provision are we making to meet such a 
condition of things? I have always claimed 
that there should be a suspense account created 
during good times to tide m over bad times. 
During the very bad time the Philp Government 
knocked off all public works. The very time 
when we should "prosecute a spirited works 
policy is when men cannot find work at their 
usual avocations. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The l'hilp 
Government did not stop all public works ; they 
went on with works in the bad time. 

Mr. ::vi:ANN : :rhey did not; they practically 
stopped all pubhc works during the \ary bad 
year. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Ko. 

Mr. MANK : There was nothing like the 
works policy we have now when we are experi­
encing good seasons, and when men can find 
work at their usual avocations. \V" cannot go 

on with railway construction at our 
[7.30 p.m.] present rate. My idea is that we 

should have a continuou" railway 
policy-not have phenomenal spurts and thei1 
have a dead pause. Right throughout the whole 
period we should be building, say, half a dozen 
railways-three in the South, two in the Korth 
and one in the Central district. If this is don~ 
we could keep on at that rate for a long period 
but if we bnild fifteen or sixteen railways a yea; 
we must very soon so reduce the earning cap­
acity on our railways that, when he have to go 
on the London market to borrow monpy for 
building railways, the financiers will tell u< t'o call 
a halt-the interest rate will be so ruinous that 
we will have to call a halt. As I said before for 
a very long time all public works were Btopped 
and we had to catch up with our railway con­
struction bec:>u"e there ·vms more settlement 
going on, :.nd it was desirous that we should 
build a large number of railway, t::> make up for 
the yean in which construction had ceased. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: That wac; not in the Philp 
Government's time. 

Mr. MAKK: The hon. member must !mow 
that fnr a very long period there was scarceh­
any rail way construction going on in Queensland. 

The SECR>;TARY FOR RAILWAYS: :\'ot in the 
time of the Philp Government. 

Mr. MAKK: The Philp Government dirt not 
con;:;t;ruct anythin!.{ like the arnount of railways 
being constructed now. They constructed a few 
i nes here ~nrl there,. but they had nothing like 
the big railwey pohcy of the present Govern­
ment. It was ahcr the Philp Government got 
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out that the lYiorgan Government had to m:tke 
up that leeway, but having d<me that, half a 
dozen lmes of railway is any amount to be con­
structing at one tirne. I said earlier that in 
19011 the Commonwealth returned to Queenslanri 
.£1,057,000. For HJ10 the Treasurer's estimate is 
.£949,111, but for 1911, if this per capita agree­
ment comes into force, the Auditor-General 
esl.inmtes the ·amount re>. urn< .i will only be 
.£70R,OOO. How is the Treasurer going to meP.t 
that deficit? \Yhat preparation is he mu.king 
now, with gocd seasons, to meet the inevitable 
decline in onr revenue in 1910: 

Mr. HAHDACRE: Trusting to luck. 

Mr. MANK: He is trusting, as the hon. 
member for Leichhardt says, to luck. They 
hope for a continu .nee of good season,, and hope 
that in that manN·r the.v may tide o1·er the 
trnublous time<, but as surely as I am standing 
here the time must cume when there will be a. 
deficit, and it will be met, if that party is in 
power, by repPaling the Proceeds of Sales of 
Lands Act, and the selling of Crown lands to 
meet the current expenditare. 

The TnEASrRER: Tb;tt won't be next year at 
any rate. 

Mr. MAN::'\: It may n<1t be next y<1ar, but 
there wili be a fair drop nexc year, and it must 
inevitably come in 11111, unleos we get a larger 
rPveuue from other sonrc8s, and I a~k tl1e 
Treasurer what prepara,tion is he making now, 
when the "eason" are good, to meet the inevit­
able deficit in Hlll? \Ve are preparing- for that 
drop in our re1·enue by jumping up our interest 
bill, and the railways they a.re building I 
know will, for a very long time, not pay for 
axle grease. I notice the Treasurer has some­
thing to say congratuhtory about the disposal 
of the Maryvale and Jimbour Est>ttes, but 
he is a little too previous, because after all it is 
only after a period of years that we can tell 
whether we have successfully settled Jimbour and 
Maryvale. The settlers at ·the outset, with good 
seasons, and if they have a bit of capital, may 
be able to pay their interest, or rent, on 
the particular land they have purchased, but 
I am pretty well confident that the Treasurer 
cannot point to half a c!ozen instances on either 
of those two estates where ponr men have taken 
up land and tried to make a home. This high­
priced land is only for thoRe men who are already 
fairly well oif, and possibly have other farms 
with which to carry on. Our aim and object 
shonld br, as much as possible, to settle poople 
on the land who have not already got land. I 
do not believe in tb.is method of financing-of 
buying back hig e-,tates at a very high rat,,, and 
then pas-ing the bnrden on to the sett.lf>r. The 
settler· has a ,ufficient burden to carry a.lready, 
and if you just look over the figures of our 
expenditme per h~ad you will see that I am 
currect in wh".t I am saying. My argument is 
an a.nswer. \V Pedon's ~~ ...._'-\. B C of Statu .. tie~" 
gives the exrenditure per he?tU, in 1907, at £8 
14s. cld.; in 1\JOR, £1J 15>. 4d.; and in 1D09, at 
£10 4<. lld. ; an increm•e of £1 10;. in two years, 
and I say there is nothing to beat this in the 
whole of Australia. 

The TnEASl:RER: The revenue has also in­
crensed per bf;[t.d, 

Mr. 1\IAXN: Qnitc' so. You are drawing 
more mone,- out of the pockets of the people 
than yon are wHrantecl in d()ing. 

'fhe S;;cRETAI\Y J<'OR RAILWAYS: There is a 
l·1rge r:1ilway expenditurt'. 

Mr. I\IA.:\N: The Treawrer anticipates a 
8Urplus of £3,116. Last year he had one of 
£9,941, but :>t thi' date last vear things looked 
much Jwalthier fer n snrpln·, vf £10,000 than 
they do for a f'Irplus of £4,000 this yt•ar. 'l'he 
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monthly returns for the four months ending 
October, HJOS, show an excees of revenue over 
expenditure of £597,816, and for the same period 
of 1909 on] v a. •urplus of £557, 2/H, so that the 
pc.sition is £40,000 worBe this year than this time 
last year, although to some ext~nt that po<ition 
mig-ht be recovered-I believe there werP !wavy 
paymentJ in the railway ~ervice during October. 

The THEASDRllR: There were three fortnightly 
payments m October. 

Mr. ~IANN: That is sn, hut judgmg from 
the Treasurer's h<t Budget I am not too eure 
that too much faith c~tn be put in his predict.ions. 
I am inclined to think that this year we shall not 
have a surplus of £4,000, but that we shall end 
with a cleflcit. 

The TREASUullR: That is what you prophesy. 

Mr. ;);1ANN : .That is my prophecy. Last 
year we were advised to gn slow until we had a 
better margin of safety bet~Veen the revenue 
and expenditure. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Is the hon. 
member reading his speech? 

Mr. MAXN: On an important occasion like 
this, whea you are dealing with a large number 
of figures, it is absolutely impossible to commit 
them tn memory. I was quoting what I said 
last year. I questioned the genuineness of that 
paragrnph in las\ year's :Financial Statement. 
That note of warning in the Treasurer's Financial 
Statement was made for members on this side 
not to pu&h the Government, bnt members on 
the other side would get all they wanted so long 
as they were good boys. 

The TREAS"GRER : It applied to all members of 
the House. 

Mr. MANN: I have also got, as the deputy 
leader of the Opposition bad, a complaint against 
the Government in the matter of increases. I 
notice that the Intelligence Bureau has been cut 
down by £100. I want a branch established in 
my district. I believe they have an inquiry 
branch of the Lands Dep:u-tment in Townsville. 
I do not know what it is for unless it is to give 
information about the depth of w• ter in Ross 
Creek and .the height of Castle Hill, but as re­
gards answering inquirie~ in regard to land, you 
mi)!ht just as well have a branch in the midst 
of the Sahara De"err. There is no Crown land 
to select anywhere in the neighbourhood of 
Tnwnsville. It should have he en in some other 
place where there are some Crown buds to be 
settled. It just shows how utterly futile it is to 
expect the Government to do t.hines in a com· 
mercial business spirit. They sell cedar for ab~nt 
10s., and buy it back for £110s.; and, when they 
want to settle peorle on the land, they 
stick an inquiry otflce in Townsville, and 
possibly teJl people who go there to lonk for land 
that Castle Hill is 2,000 feet hi!;h, and that there 
is 4 feet of water in Ros' Cre.ek at neap tide. I 
do unt object to nn_y official getting an increase 
if he is not already receiving a sUfficient sum. 
There are men working nn our roilways for 
(k 6d. a day. These Under Secretaries may be 
all good men, but t.hey were getting good salaries 
before; and before increasing their salaries we 
shonld try as far as pos.,ihle to give the man who 
is doing harrl manual labour something like a 
living- wage. The SAcretary for R,,jlways knows 
that 6s. Gd. a day is not a Jiving W.lge in Bris­
bane fora married man. That is what the' arepay­
inlr in the >;oode-,heds and on the line" all "round 
BriRhane, a.nd I claim that it is not sufficient. 
'\Vhile I ah.;cy.< believe in p·;ying a man a good 
wage, I Jaitn that it is nnt thPtnen whc comP most 
c'osely in contact with the :Minister who should 
ge~ the increase". That is one reason why we find 
such a dislike on the part of Government officials 

to get awav from Brisbant>. They think they 
are in touch with the Ministers of the depart­
ments here, and are more likely to recefve a 
rewar<l for I heir service", and will not be over­
looked. I notice that there is a cutting down in 
the Northern allowance. Men have been shifted 
irom the Harbours and }Uvers Department at 
J\'Iackay and sent up to Cairns, and they ~et only 
the samA salary, and the'e men claim that the 
cost of living is higher in Cairns than in Ma0kay. 
As a matter of fact, boatmen at Port Douglas 
only nceive £10S" year, the same as in i\lackay;. 
sud I claim that some inducements ou£rht 
to be offered to these men to go North ~by 
giving them a higher salary than those who are 
in the South and in Central Queen"land. I am 
only •aying thi' hecausA the Estimates might 
be pushed through, and I might not have a 
chance of Raying·· it on the Eatimat~Js. I claim 
that the Government are spending too much 
money in some respects, and not sufficient in 
other~. 'There iH an it•m of £3,000 for the De­
partment ,.f Stock which I wish to inquire into 
very clo<ely. I notice that the amount put down 
for hospit~ls this year is the same as last year, 
although last year there was not sufficient to 
meet the requirements of the hospitals, and 
although this yPar there are more ho,pitals 
established than there were last year. I believe 
there is less this year for primary: education than 
there wa< the year beforP. Althl>ngh the vote 
is bigger, that is only becau"e of the fact that 
the amount for the U ni ver•ity is put down on 
the EstirwHes. During the diEC•ussion on the 
Estimates I intend to fight egainst every increase 
I do not believe in, even if we should be here 
till after Christmas, and in every case where I 
think an increase should be given I intend to 
support it. I intend to do all I can to compel 
this Government to pay a 1i ving wage to the rr.en 
in the lower branches of the public service, 

Mr_ BLAIR (Ipswich) : I desire to say one or 
two words on this subject before th<:> debate 
closes. I do not intend to occupy the attention 
of the House at any great length, but naturally, 
as this id possibly one of, if not the mnst impor­
tant debates that take place in this House, it is 
incumbent to add a word or two. I notice that 
the TreasuHw mentwns in his Statement that 
the net result of the year's transactions gives 
evidence of progress and prosperity. To a 
certain extent I agree with that, but there are 
other matters to be considered which to a large 
extent neutralise the full effect of such a State 
ment. He admits that the State has been 
extremely fortunate in a succession of good 
Sf'Jsons, and that the recent rainfalls have done 
much to ensure continued prosperity. That is 
so, and I think that he nnwt also admit that to 
a large extent this ha• been one of the chief 
factors which has led him to be ahle to 
present lt Statement showing a small surplus. 
Now, one of t.he chief matters to which attention 
should be called in this Burlget j, the ahrming 
increase of cxjlenditure. I am not one of those 
who '"Y that expenditure is not necessary, that 
we should not go in for a policy of expenditure, 
or that the money has been unwisely expended 
on certain things; hut a!: owing that it is under 
certain circnmt.lnnces a good policy, that in many 
instances the money has been P"·rtially well spent, 
I think it is an extremely un wi··C tbmg to have 
nn 1nnrgin nln,dc for Bafety. If hon. illl-'U1bers 
will study this Budget carefully, they will see 
that so far from there being a propPr margin of 
safety, by which the affairs of 1 be Stnte sh-nld 
he conducted on business line~, jus\ a,< if we were 
running a conc.n·n of our o\\~n, that margin of 
safet.y is conspicuously absent. r,.,w, in the 
last two years, the revenue in 1907-8 mnounted 
to £4,:!73,096, and in 1908-9 it amounted to 

Mr. Blair.] 
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£4,756,303. That left a nominal increase in 
expenditure of .£383,207, but as " matter of 
fac\ hon. m"mbers who have studierl this matter 
will know that that was only a nominal in­
crease-that was not the real increase-and I 
shall be able to makti the matter perfectly plain 
by calling- attention to what the surplus in 1907-8 
was stated to be. That surplus w .1s stated to be 
£115,000. A' "' matter of fact, it should have 
been £115,000 plus £125,000, or a total of £240,000. 
Now, £125,000 of what should have been the 
declared ,;m·plus of .£240,000 was p:.id in to the 
loan fund, in order to pay off arlv.mces to deep 
sinking and other charges on previous loans. The 
result of that was to do this : It lessened the 
surplus, it boomed loan, and it gave us a 
"fictitious sort of prosperity; and the policy of 
paying- money really from revenue into loan is 
only going back to what I contend is a pernicious 
policy of booming loan at the expense of revenue, 
and inducing people to believe that we are in­
finitely more prosperous, when we are spending 
loan money more lavishly, whilst really getting 
nearer a deficit. Had it not been for the good 
seasons, anrl for the amount ,,f money received 
from the Federal Tre+>surer, we should have been 
faced to-clay with a deficit. 

The TREASl:RER : That would occur any year. 

Mr. BLAIR : Yes, possibly it would ; and I 
think it is a matter which calls for the serious 
attention of this Chamber. I am not speaking 
in any harsh spirit of criticism, or with any 
degree of heat; I am calling attention to what I 
think is a matter which ought to be pai'ticularly 
noticed at thi• time, and for this reason, th.+t the 
"financing of last year has been done in such a 
way that no margin-this is my <"mdid opinion 
-has been left for safety on the next year's 
operations, especially if we have a bad ;;~ea~on, or 
if another loan is floated, and it is disastrous. 

-:1-Ir. HARDACKE : Or if there is any slump. 

Mr. BLAIR: Or if there is any slump in any 
of our recog-nised eour~es of revenue. I believe 
another matter that wiil have to be taken into 
consideration by the Treasurer i• the fact. that 
the Con,monwealth anticipate fioa;!(ing conother 
loan of .£3,000,000, or something like that 
amount, The actual bond fide expenditure for 
1907-8 was £-1,373,096 m inn.; £125,000; tlmt is 
£4,248,000. Against tho,t there has been an 
increa'e in revenue in two years of £279,000; 
and against that, in two yeare, there has been 
the enormous incrense iu expenditure of .£508,000. 
Is not that a m<ttter calling for stringent inquiry 
and anxious financing, in order tha.t solvency 
may be preserved ? That increase of expendi­
ture is largely due to the insidious policy of 
laviRh Bxpenditure of loan money, nothing nlore 
or less. In 1905-6 the revenue rose twice as fast 
as the expenditure; in 1906-7 it rose two and 
a- half times as fast ; in 1907-8 the expenditure 
increased twice as fast as the revenue ; and 
in 1908-9 the expenditure has ag:1in increased 
more than twice as fast as the revenue. That is 
not a good state of affairs. If yrm are financing 
a public concern or a business affair, you must 
keep expenditure within revenue. These figures 
shnw that for the last few years expenditure has 
being going up nearly two and a-half times thE! 
increase in revenue. Taking into account that 
the Government have had-and I hope it will 
continue-a period of !!OOd seasons with splendid 
productivenbs, we find that the revenue has 
only incre:tsed about one-half in proportion to 
the expenditure. 

The TREASURER : There is still a surplus. 

Mr. BLAIR: There is a small surplus of 
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about .£9. 000. We know from the history of this 
State t httt prosperous yE'ars are sometimes fol­
lowed by lean years. 

Mr. H"\RDACRE: Al";1ys. 

Mr. BLAIR: And the outlookjis one' requiring 
careful attention and rigid economy. ln the 
Railway Estimates an increased expenditure ,,£ 
.£50,000 is 8et down ; but that is ridiculously 
inadequate to 1neet increasing requirementA in 
that department. The amount put on the Esti­
mates last year was exceeded by £170,000. 

The THK\Sl:I\ER: The revenue was there to 
meet it. 

Nlr. BLAIR: I say the amount put down is 
ridiculously inadequate to meet increasing ex­
penHes. 

The TREASL"RER: I must go by the' Commis­
sioner's report. 

Mr. BLAIR : I am taking the :m:ount by 
which the estimated expenditure was exceeded 
la.st year. 

The SECRETARY Jo'OR RAILWAYS : .£71,000. 

Mr. BL A.1R: It increased to the extent of 
over £170,000. 

The TREASl:HER : £70,000 beyond the esti 
mate. 

:Mr. BLATR: E1·en taking that statement, 
you 'tre providing less for the increaeed expen­
diture than you did last year, and the amount 
should be increased by at least another £70,000. 
I say you are not making provision to meet ex­
penriitnre iu such a way as to square the 
finances. The margin of safety is anythmg but 
one that will create a feeling of security in the 
minds of people who consider these things. In 
.!.90:3 the Premier, who was then Treasurer, 
delighted to indulge in diatrihes against the hon. 
member for Tnwnsville, and no one was more 
frequent or strennous in his argumente, both in 
public and in private, than that bon. gentleman 
was against the wic:kecl policy of booming- loan 
money, or a policy of expenditure withou~ any 
provision to meet the expenditure. To-day it 
seems that Ire has g-one back on all that, and has 
come back to the pohcy he condemned at that 
time in seawn and out uf season. The Govern­
ment have gnne in for an expansive policy-that 
is a nice phrase-which, if the greatest precau­
tions are not taken, will eventually land them 
in the deficits of 1901-2, and will unmistakeably 
and irresistibly bring about the results of those 
years if we have the bad luck to meet with a bad 
season or two. It seems so plain, that the person 
taking the trouble to casually read throul(h the 
Budget will see the force of my remarks. 
Three years ago the then Treasnrer, the present 
Premier, was continuously urging the necessity 

for making provision for maturing 
[8 p. m.] certain loans falling clue in 1915. At 

that dale something like £14,000,000 
have to be met, £12,000,000 at one particular 
time. That seems to be forgotten now, and the 
closer we approach the period when the loans 
have to be met, the feeling seems to bP. that the 
less we need trouble, and the less the danger. 
Possibly, by that time the hon. gentleman may 
not be here. 

The SECRE~"ARY Jo'OR PliBLIC LANDS : Our 
hope lies in the expansion of our industries, and 
the increase of our population. 

-:1-Ir. BLAIR: There is no doubt that those 
two sentences express the hop~;> of the Min­
istry. 

The ;:,lECRETARY Jo'OR l'UBLIC L \NDS: \\~ e 
must do all we can to secure them. 

The TREASURER: Don't you think they aTe 
likely to be realised? 
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Mr. BLAIR: It is difficult to think there is 
likely to be wch an expansion that we shall be 
able tq finance those maturinz loans. Judging 
from the increase per head, I see nothing ~o 
justify the hope that the expansion will be 
><ufficient to make provision to meet our loans. 
But the point I wish to make is that in pre­
vious years there was an attempt made to 
keep expenditure within the four corners of 
our revenue. To-dav that effort seems to 
have gone-that idea seems to have dissipated 
into thin air, and the old policy of reckle:os 
expenditure seems to have been gone back to. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: The 
greatest expansion was during the last year 
you were in the Jlinistry. 

;>.Jr. BLAIR: No; when I was in the ::\lin­
istry I have a distinct recollection that the 
doctrine I am enunciating now was insi;;ted 
upon, and was indulged in on every platform. 
lt is only within the last two years~practi­
cally within the last year--

The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS: The 
year before last there was a bigger expansion 
than in any other year. 

:\fr. FoRSYTH: The expansion in 1906, when 
you \Vere a }linistPr, was the biggest of all­
£.!£0,000. 

Mr. BLAIR: It is onlv within the last 
year that the expansion has gone on without 
ad<,quate protection. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: ="o. I 
called attPntion to it ;n 11107. 

Mr. BL AIR: Ii the hon. g-entleman called 
attention to it in lBOi, he ~ought to be 111 

pPrfect accord with me now, beca.use it has 
gone on to an extent that calls aloud for 
correction, and the hon. gentleman's very in­
terjection shows the absolute justice and fair­
ness of my criticism. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: It 
shows the need of keeping a tight grip. 

::\lr. BL),JR: Exactly-an exceedingly tight 
g-rip, and it is a question whether that grip 
will be kept. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS: The 
fact remains that it was when vou were on the 
Treasury benchc< that the biggest expansion 
took place. 

::\Ir. BLAIR: The fact remains that in the 
last year there seems to have been a recur­
rence to a policy which it was my pleasure, 
when sitting on that bench, to condemn 
absolutely. During the last four years, the 
loan expenditure in one year was only some 
£227,000, and in another year about £297,000 
-that was about four years ago. Taking the 
population at 5.58,000, that would be an aver­
age of about 10s. per head. Now, we have 
this alarming state of things to consider-that 
last year the loan expenditure went up to 
£1.247,000. 

The TREASURER: And the year beforeJ 
:\fr. BLAIR: I have not g-ot the figures for 

the year before. -
The TREASURER: £1,033,000. 
Mr. BLAIR: Last year it went up to the 

enormous figure of £1,247,000-or, practically, 
it increased fivefold in four years. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: There 
was an expansion the last vear vou were a 
Minister of over £400,000. · ' 

Mr. BLAIR: I admit that. and I opened my 
remarks by saying that I am not criticising 
this thing unfairly, or endeavouring to con­
ceal anything at all. But. admitting the 
expansion to which the hon. gentleman refers 

and everything else, I say that the loan expen­
diture has increased to an a!arming extent, 
and that last year it represented £2 5s. per 
head, as compared with 10s. per head four 
years ago, and no provision for security has 
been made. 

Mr. CoRSER: You must develop the country. 
~1r. BLAIR: Who on earth said we were. 

not to develop the country? 
1ir. CoRSER: \Ve must have expenditure to 

develop the country. 
Mr. BLAIR: We hear the cry that we must 

develop the country, and that we must pass 
measures for the material advancement of 
Queensland. I should be the last man in the 
world to object to that. But let us be careful, 
when developing the resources of tlie country, 
to see that we make provision to meet the 
expenditure we are incurring. (Hear, hear!) 
'l'he Secr8tary for Public Lands knows as well 
as I do that unless they have exceptionally 
good luc!". there has not been a margin of 
safety left to meet this expenditure. 

The TREASURER: It is all reproductive 
expenditure-all rail ways. 

11r. BLAIR: That is another cry~that it is. 
all reproductive. Possibly it is~I am not 
denying that~but doP8 · not the Treasurer 
kuow that it will have to reach such a state of 
reproductiveness to meet the additional expen­
diture as has not yet been reached in Queens­
land? ·when loan expenditure increases five 
times in four years, it is tim·e to cry, •· Halt!" 
o~ to inquire very closely indeed into things. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: We 
count on your help m exercising rigid 
economy. 

:\Ir. CoRSER: \Ye ha Ye reproductive assets. 
:\Jr. BLAIR: But the people who lend the 

rr1onev have the assets as their security, and, 
in common justice, we require to be quite cer­
tain how we deal with those assets, and see 
that the debt is paid. Last year we received 
the hio-he"t revenue that Queensland has ever 
got either before _or since federatior!. A_nd, 
vet the surplus dwmdled from somethmg- bk<> 
£400.000 in 1906-i to a paltry £9,()()0 in 1908-9. 

The TREASURER: Is there anything in the 
expenditure that you find fault -,,ith ·~ 

::\Ir. BLAIR: If I had thE' time to take out 
the figures. and had the information that the 
Treasurer has at his ha'\ds, I think there is a 
great deal of the expenditure that I could tak'> 
exception to. 

ThP TilEASFRER: The bulk of it i · for r"il-
"\'\ a;Ys. 

iir. BL.\IR: I have no objection to a rail­
'va.y policy, nor to a Yi:--orous rail-vra~ policy: 
l ut there are other iten1s of ,.,xpenchture, as 
the Treasurer well know'"----

The TRF,<SURER: Inter'e't on the public 
debt. 

1Ir BL.AIR: Which can b., picked out. and 
whicl; would show that. t<J certain extent, 
proper caution has not been <:xercisecl. 

The TnE \ SFRER: Page 2 of the :B'inancial 
Statement giwe thf> v:hole of the ddaik h 
th~re anytlling th-:>r!:' that :von object to~ 

:\Jr. BLAIR: I am gomg to refN to the 
8-tatem-ent in on2 moment to shov~' a Li;.r oinis. 
sion. I ta.l<P it thM it is an extra?rdinary 
thin" that. in the vear when we recmved the 
larg;st revenue, we'have ever had, tlw surplu;;. 
sh,;ulcl haw fa!le!l from £.')1)£.880 in 190G-i to 
£9.940 in 1908-9. 

:\fr. FoRSYTH: Tha.t is how it should l.'e. 
Mr. BLAIR: I am not one of those who 

believe in large surpluses. A large surplus 
-allowing for the usual bad financing that 

Mr. Blair.] 
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is inseparable in dea!ing :with large a.ssets 
and forecastmg • the finanmal affairs of the 
l:ltate-is sometimes due to too much taxation. 
What, I take it, ought to be the ideal balance­
sheet for a State, is something that abso­
lutely squares-not too mucjl money from the 
po<>ket of the taxpayers, but just sufficient to 
meet the needs of the State, to pay the in­
terest on the public debt, and close the year 
solvent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC l·ANDS: It was 
JJear your ideal last year, then, was it not? 

Mr. BLAIR: It was fairly near an ideal 
last year. There is where the State. I take 
it, differs from an ordinary business concern. 
'rhe business concern is to make a huge sur­
plus m the nature of a profit. I discriminate 
between that way of doing business and the 
State's way of doing business. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It is 
bad business to accumulate a large surplus. 

Mr. BLAIR: Yes; it is bad business for 
the St:'te to accumulate a large surplus, be­
cause 1t means more money taken from the 
pockets of the t~xpayer than is necessary. I 
am no't arguing for one moment against the 
idea of a small surplus, but to my mind it 
seems to me to be an alarming thing, and one 
which ought to be investigated, that you find 
a surplus shrinking from £396,000 in 1906-7 
down to £9,940 in 1908-9. when we know 
every Treasurer seeks to come out with a 
large surplus. 

The TREAS'CRER: You cannot spend it and 
have it, too. 

Mr. BLAIR: Where has it gone? 
The TREASURER: Reproductive works. 
Mr. BLii.IR: The same old cry of develop­

ment of the State, reproductive works. and so 
on. \V e know all those old terms. It is some­
thing like that term "Mesopotamia." The 
Governmcmt are going in for an expenditure 
policy to such an alarming extent that it will 
be necessary for the Government-whatever 
Government may be there-to square the 
:finance' again. Let us see how the surplus of 
£9,940 was arrived at. I notice from the 
Financial Statement that the revenue was 
£170,000 over the estimate, and that the ex­
penditure was £165,000 over the estimate. So 
practicallv thev balanced. But how on earth 
was that "surplus realised? They got from the 
Federal collections £81,000 more than they 
anticipated they would get·-and last year 
they got £70,000 more than they expected to 
get-and the railways yrelded something like a 
similar sum over what they thought would be 
returned from them. So that it was no 
method of good calculation. It was absolute 
!!OOd luck, good seasons, a windfall from the 
Federal co'llections. and a windfall from the 

· Tailways. 
The TREAScRER: The monev would have 

been spent. • 
Mr. BLAIR: I know the money would have 

been spent, but I am not arguing that at all. 
l am showing how the surplus was obtained. 
There was £81,000 from the Federal collec­
tions more than the Government expected and 
a similar sum from the Railway Department 
over the amount the Government expected; 
and, in spite of all that, we have only got a 
surplus of £9,940. I have a distinct recollec­
~ion. of a _terrible wail, a terrible cry of in­
JUStJCe whwh went up against the Common­
wealth in the 1907-8 Financial Statement, 
where the Commonwealth was blamed for the 
precarious financial position the State would 
be placed in from the mere fact that the State 
-was not getting a certain return from their 

[Mr. Blair. 

collections. These tables, bearing the hall 
mark of the Treasurer, indisputably prove that 
the Commonwealth has come to the rescue of 

·the State in financial matters. 
The TREASURER: That sum includes some 

payments which should have been made the 
previous year. 

:\Ir. BLAIR; That does not affect the argu­
ment one iota. It was a deferred payment; 
still the State got that amount from the 
Commonwealth. It was because of the excep­
tionally good seasons and the amounts the 
State received from the Commonwealth dur­
ing the last two years that left the Treasurer 
with a surplus. Take the interest bill. I do 
not desire to inflict many figures on the House, 
but one or t.wo remarks are neccssarv in con­
nection with the interest bill. The" interest 
bill for the vear 1908-09 was £1,6&1,i89. 
Queensland ha~ a population of 558,000, so 
the interost bill meant £3 per head for every 
man, woman, and child in the State, or £15 
per head for every wage-earner. I say that 
the interest bill of this State is reaching an 
amount that calls for alteration. It calls for 
reduction. It is a.n enorn1ous a.rnount, and 
our ability to pay that bill is made to de­
pend on a policy of trying to boom the ioan 
expenditure, putting in moneys which should 
allep:edly g-o to a surplus, paying it into loan 
fund, expending money in various places, 
boomin.<r it in that way--

The TREASFRER: Only £10,000 la't year. 

;'\Ir. BLAIR: And. then with a fictitious 
increase getting only half of the money that 
has been borrowed. That is not a good policy 
and not a sound policy. It is a policy, which, 
if pursued in the way it is pursued here, will 
bring us back to the terrible dayo of 1901 
and 1902. There can be no question about 
that. \Ve must have the lean vears follow­
ing the fruitful years that have preceded. In 
the gross the receipts from the rail way are 
exceptionally good. It is marvellous how they 
have gone up. They amounted to £701,000 
more than they were in 1905, yet the ·surplus 
has dropped trom £13,995 in 1905 down to 
£9,940 in 1909. These figures only show the 
precarious financial position which we have 
got into. I do not say this in any harsh 
criticism, or in any unfair spirit, but it seems 
to me that there is little or no control or 
check on the expenditure in Queensland. 
There is absolutely no control-no reasonablt' 
check--on the expenditure, and the tables of 
the whole Financial Statement seem to me to 
be framed in such a way that there is no 
marg-in of safPty left. The total d<> bt of the 
State we know is £43,000,000. The Sta.te has 
a. population, as I said, of 558, 000-a very 
small population, especially considering the 
£3,000,000 spent on immigration-and that will 
give a debt of £79 per h<,a.d for every man, 
woman, and child in the State. Seeing that 
Queensland is such a young country a debt 
like that seems to me to be burdensome to 
the extent of disaster. If we g·o on at the 
rate we have bBen !'Oing and spending 
£1,500,000 of loan money a year--

The TREASrmm: \Ve are not doing that. 
It was only £1,250,000 last year and £1,000,000 
the year before. 

Mr. BLAIH.: And another £1,000,000 this 
year. If we go on at that rate, and we strike 
a bad season, or if we have to apply for a loan 
and it turns out disastrously, it will be a bad 
thing for the State. 

The TREASURER: Are you against loan ex­
penditure altogether? 
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Mr. BLAIR : ::\/ o ; I am not against loan 
·expenditure altogether. I made it perfectly 
plain at the outset of my remarks that I was 
not against a judicious loan expenditure. But 
l argue that the State. as it appears to me, 
has no margin of safety in it. and the expen­
diture is going ahead by such leaps and 
bounds that if there is not a continuation of 
"uccessful seasons, which the Treasurer fairly 
admits at the opening of his speech, is 
accountable for the surplus. then we will be 
running into difficulty indeed. 

The TREASDRER: All Statements are framed 
on that. 

::VIr. BL~UR: Yes: that has to be taken 
into consideration in making the calcula­
tions. The Premier alluded to the fact last 
night that llf' borrowPcl £3,000,000, and he 
was only paying interest on £2,000,000, 

Th<> TREASDRER: ·what he said was that 
:P3Jl00, 000 had been spent. 

Mr. BLAIR: And he was only paying in­
tcrt>st on £2.000,000. I remember him often 
talking about the widow's cruse-no matter 
how much she took out, the more came in. 
1Laughter.) That is all very well, but when it 
is a question of paying hard cash it will be 
found that the widow's cruse is found want­
ing. This is something I know which hon. 
members may not know, and that is that he 
borrowed £1,000,000 from the Savings Bank, 
for. which he only paid 1-;1: per cent. Yet, 
whrle he has the advantage of this money, 
he comes down to the House and says that 
he is only paying interest on £2,000,000. The 
Treasurer knows that he had the advantage 
of £1,000,000 from the Savings Bank for 
which he only paid H per cent. interest. The 
Treasurer can contradict me if it is not true. 
He has been using it as loan money in finan­
cing the State, and it is not a proper method 
of dealing with the funds of the bank. I am 
pointing out what seems to me a matter that 
wants looking into. I suppose it is another 
widow's cruse arrangement. The Premier 
cYent down to ::Yielbourne some time ago to 
attend a conference. I am one of those who 
believe that these conferences are absolutely 
unconstitutional. They are simply excres· 
cenccs; they are warts, nothing more or less; 
an<;! a~ the,v sav~ur of that malady, so they are 
1rr1tatmg m therr results. I am also one of 
those who believe that the State made a bad 
.bargain in the last conference. 

The TREASDRER: No. The last was very 
successful. 

Mr. BLAIR : The 'l're11.snrer is welcome to 
l1is opinion, and he may he right. T am givino­
my opinion for what it i" worth. I prefer th~ 
scl•~me which Sir Wil!iem Lyne propounded. To 
my mind it was gros< folly nn the part of the 
t'tates, "Tl the part of Queensland in narticular 
when they refused to avail themsel~es nf that 
~eheme. I ha Hl hen' the mlient points of the 
f'cheme, anrl l tt•ink it is well to bring them 
before the Ghamber once again. -

Mr. D. HUNTER: It. is no use crying over 
>pilr. milk. 

~{r .. RLAII~: . It nmv be no use crying over 
'Pllt nnlk, tmt 11· 1e well to remember who "Pilt 
the milk. Sir 'vVilliam Lyne's scheme provided, 
fir~', for the to king- over by the Commonwealth 
~f the ScatP deht,; s>condly, for paying the 
8\ate" £6,000,000; thirrllv, for taking over 
old-~ge pension~, £2,000,000 per annum; anrl, 
fourthly, for i1 "inking- fnnd. It is 11 pity that 
we h" ve not enmething of that kind in f.lueens­
Jand for dPaling wit.b finaneial matter:-;-son1e .. 
1 hing- in thP, naturA nf a RU~p~nse acconnt nr a 
einking-. fund-as ic w,m]d ;;-ive greater snlidarity 
to our finanee. 

The TREASURER : They are very good in 
theory, but they do not work well in practice, as 
a rule. 

::\fr. BLAIR: I am sorry to hear that, because 
I thought it was a solid method of dealing with 
finance. Sir William Lyne's scheme provided 
for a sinking fund, which the Auditor-General 
of New South \V ales stated would be worth about 
£2,000,000 J;er annum to the StatP., of Aus­
tralia. That was the scheme. The interest on 
the .public debts and old-age pensions totals 
roughly £9,000,000. And the State Premiers, in 
one of those wretched conferences, refused tbat 
offer, 2nd to-day they are accepting a scheme 
which is to give £1 5s. per cepita to the States, 
and they are pursuing the Commonwealth 
Labour party, after having accepted f~om the 
Commonwealth £1 5s. per head, winch the 
Labour party recomnwnded. 

The TREASUR!CR : Which the Labour party are 
now opposing. 

Mr. BLAIR: ::\a; as I take it the Labour 
party are opposing that agreement bec:1.use it 
seeks to fetter Commonwealth expenditure. 

The TREASURER: Because it seeks to substitute 
in perpetuity a clause for the Braddon section. 

::VIr. BLAIR: Because it seeks to establish in 
perpetuity a provision in the place of the Brad­
don section, which takes the matter out of the 
hands of Parliament. 

The TREASURER: That is the most essential 
feature. 

Mr. BLAIR : That is the reason why they 
are opposing the agreement, as I understand t~e 
matter. Sir William Lyne offered that splendid 
scheme. 

The TREASURER: He very soon withdrew it. 

lYir. BLAIR: I know, ae a matter of fact, 
that it was refused with scorn. Sir William 
Lyne was called a Rob Roy financier, and all that 
kind of thing, and it was said that he was en­
deavouring to rob the States. I believe that that 
offer will stand out in future history as the most 
liberal solution of the Commonwealth and States 
financial problem that has ever been put on 
paper, Sooner or later it would h,tve worked out 
that the Commonwealth and States finances 
would have been separated, and until that hap­
pens this so-called magnificent agreement will be 
unsatisfactory. The present agreement purports 
to giv" security in this way-that it is in perpetu­
ity. My opinion of section 87 of the Com­
mon wealth Constitution is that no agreement of 
that kind will bring about perpetuity. 

The TREASURER: It will give as much per­
ma.nency as you can possibly get. 

Mr. BLAIR: As 
41
much permanency as you can 

possibly hope to get. If that is the opinion of 
the hon. gentleman, I agree with him. That 
means Permanency BD long as the Prime lYiinister 
of the Commonwealth is in favour of it. 

The TREA8URER: No, the people. 

Mr. BLAIR: Tbe moment the Prime Minis­
ter of the Commonwealth is against that arrange­
m Ant, he will have power under that section, 
which is not taken out of the Constitution, tu 
make an alteration by passing a Bill through the 
Federal Parliament. The words in the section 
tr> which I refer are "until Parliament otherwise 
provides," and an alteration made by a sort of 
referendum to the people will not, in my opinion, 
take away the power of the Commonwealth Par­
liament to alter that agreement in a year or two, 
if it so suits them. 

The TREASURER : It is not nntil Parliament 
provides, but until the people provide. 

Mr. Biair.] 
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J\Ir. BLAIR: The Commonwealth Gm·Prn­
ment have made un agreement with the Premiers 
of the State.o, and they are going to get that agree· 
ment tianctwned by a sort o[ referendnm. 

The TuEASt:RER : That is to substitute the 
provision embodying this agreement in the 
Constitution in place of the Braddon ;.ection­
section 87. 

Mr. BLAIR : 1£yen if that is done, the "Fede­
ral Parliament will still have power to wbstitute 
another provision. The Federal Parliament is 
sovereign in its own jurisdiction, and can substi­
tute any other provision they please. 

The TREASURER: Not without a referendum. 
Mr. BLAIR : I am of opinion that there will 

still be power, in spite of the so-called perrr111nence 
of this agreement, the moment the Prime 
Jlrlinister is so minded to alter thf' arrangement. 
and you will then be back in statu quo. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: Then what is all the fight in 
the South about? 

Mr. BLAIR: I take it that the fight in the 
South is whether the Parliament of the Com­
rr.onwealth will agree to sanction an "greement 

which is fettering Commonwealth 
L8.30 p.m.] transactions-an agreement under 

which the Federal Parliament will 
let go out of it.s own hands the power of securing 
absolute freedom in its own transactions. Al­
though that agreement ie to be referred to the 
people, there ie no perpetuity ahont it. lt will 
be, as the Treasurer himself admits, only useful 
and only last.ing as far as circumstances suit. 

The TREA8UUER : As long as the people wish­
the people ha\e the last say. 

:Mr. BLAIR : Instead of being a perpetuity 
clause, the people hfidng the last say will reduce 
this to a mere pretence, and subject it to the fluc­
tuations of popular feeling. The Auditor­
General in hi" report indicates that next year 
there will be a lass of something like £Hi0, 000 
on Commonwealth collection<>. That is one of 
the almoc•t direct results ,,f this financial agree­
ment, which ha.s been the outcome of the accu· 
mulated financial skill of the Pr<>miers and Trea­
surers of the >•Hates-that £160,000 is going to be 
lost through Common wealth cullectious. 

The TllEASUUER : If we bad not made that 
agreement we might have lost the lot. 

Mr. HARDACUE: They arc paying the old-age 
pensions. 

Mr. BI,AIR: Yes, they are taking over and 
making· provision for the old-age rwnsion. But 
there is to be a loss, as tbe Auditor-Gennral says, 
of .£160, 000. 

The TmJAHt"REU: More than that probably. 

Mr. BLATR: I ttlll takiifg ex:wtly what he 
says here. The interest bill will probably be 
£70,000 or £80,000 more, and, instead of making 
provision to meet this, it seems to me that the 
Government are carrying on simply a policy of 
reckless boom which will be followed hv the 
inevitable r'·sult. Ther8 are only one or two 
other matters to which I wish to refer. Firbt of 
all, hon. members know that the mining industry 
has more than once come to the rescue of 
Queensland. A y;-·ar ago a promise was made 
by the Premier to place £50,000 on the Esti­
mates. (Hear, hear !) 

The TUEASCUER: No definite promiEf•, 

Mr. BLAIR: He m:1.de that prom is" to a 
deputation at which I sat with him as Minister 
for Mine~. I took the trouble aftP-rwards to 
consult the then Treasurer, and the then 
Treasurer, with the sanction of the Premier, 
allowed mP- to make provision for that amount. 
That amount was sanctioned, but was after-

[Mr.Blair. 

w:•.rds cut down to something like £30,000-I am 
speaking from memory-and to-clay, accor:d~ng ~o­
thA Estimates, it seem,.to me that mmmg IS 

going to bE· "tarved. 
The TREASUREH : ThP newspaper reports do­

not mention any amonnt. 

Mr. BLAIR : I am speaking from my memory· 
and my official knowledge of the matter. 

The THEASl'IlEU : The reports refer to the 
increased amount, but they do not mention a 
definite statement. 

Mr. BLAIH : I am making a definite state­
ment. \Vharever the reports were, that amount 
was promised, and the promise \\'as not kept. 
And tn-Jav mining m8mbers will bear me out 
when I say there if: absolute]~- no proportionate 
provi~ion 'made for assisting the tnining inrlustry 
of Queenslonrl. A' an c·x-Secretar:y: for Mines, I 
am .oorry to see that an important mdnstry hke 
this has· evidently not been thought worth while 
considering. \Ve kncm· in many places the 
indnstrv is at a low ebb. I notice that the 
Treaw;er '"Y" the expnience of the policy ,,f 
lending mon''Y for deep Rinking has lwen such as 
not to induce a n·pctition. l am aware that 
much of that money ha' never been rPpaid. 

The TREASUHER : £ill,000 loaned and only· 
£1,500 repaid. 

l'r'fr. BLAIR : Snr<,]y the Treaenrer does not 
judge it by the atuount retnrn~d ~ l)i~coYPries 
ha,·e been made, land has been develotJPd, fresh 
minemls have heen eH-covered, and the indirectJ 
result to the State hati be,·n~ I takR it, rnnch. 
more than that amount. (Hear, hc,ar !) 

.Mr. OoRSEH: Kot a, productive as railway 
expansion. 

:Ylr. BLAIR: Possiblv in itself it is not as 
productive as railway expansion, but we must 
remember that mining, time and again, when 
a drouo-ht ha•, affected Queensland, has come 
to the ~escue, and brought in a revenue which 
enabled us to carry on. when otherwise we 
would have been insolvent. Although the 
building of railways might be !" _safer invest­
ment-I do not express anv opmwn one way 
or another on that matter" at present-still I 
think it is the duty of the Government_ to 
make some provision for mining expansiOn, 
and in this Statement I do not see any 
adequate provision made for assisting th~t 
industry. I join with other hon. members _m 
rejoicing that our flock~ and her?s _have _m­
creased. It is an exccedmgly grahfymg thmg 
to find that last year was one of great pros­
perity iu the pastoral industry. Cattle 
increa,ed from 3,892.232 to 4,321,600; hor~es 
from 4!38.48G to .119,969; and sheep have m­
creased from 16,738.041 to 18,348,851; and I 
hope that the anticipation of the Treasurer, 
that this vear thev will equal the greatest we 
have ever. had in l)ueensland, will be realised. 
During· the time I went through Queensland 
I fow~d that the pastoralists, like everybody 
else, bad to suffer through the drought, from 
pestiiences and things of that kind. They 
have had their bad davs. and I, for one, do 
not gru·ige them their prosperity. I hope thev 
will continue prosperous, because the more 
prosperity the people of Queensland have .. the 
more we will have for the State. It strikes 
me that the Government might have done 
considerablv more than the Estimates show 
for mining; agriculture, and for the ~o~rly 
paid public servants. It is another gra:tifymg 
thing, and I think it is worth while em­
phasi;ing. that the number of taxpa;vers 
llaving accounts at the Government Savmgs 
Bank. a111d the amounts have increased. It is 
very satisfactory to learn that the Government.. 
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have opewJJ branches at the different railways 
under cou <ruction. I think if that method of 
procedure is followed, it will enable those who 
at'e euruing money on the line to save a larger 
proportion of their enrnings. I notice that 
the return of wheat has be011 greater than 
was anticipated, and I Yenture to say, sub­
jec" to ~he opinion of hon. members more 
experienced in that matter, that agricul­
ture might receive more ass1stance ~f the 
present Agricultural Bank Act waB made a 
living thiug instead of the ghastly farce it is. 
The people I have ·sympathy with are the 
p€0ple who have to administer that Act, for 
the simple reason that it is so unworkable, so 
restricted in its operations, that it is almost 
impo.ssihk to rna1w a good thing out of it. and 
it ·would be much better if the Governm<mt 
took the matter boldlv and firmlv in hand and 
wiped it. out altogether, and · passed som0 
decent measure that would give the people on 
the land some generous assistance. (Hear. 
hear!) :Sonw time ago I ha.d a conversation 
with dairymE-n in regard to the Agricultural 
Departm0•1t, and the strongest condemnation 
was VOiced of ~hat tlepa.rtmc"t, particulariy on 
the hck cpeshon. l understa.nd a deputation 
is shortly to wait on the :\linister. and I hone 
tlw >·ievc"s of the m<'mhers of that deputation 
will c0mmend themselve< to him. I had an 
opportunit.Y of hcarillg" the matter discussed 
by men who !me:" what the~· were talking 
about. and app1·ec1atecl to the full ext-ent the 
v·0ight of their utterances. and thev assured 
me that in,t<ead of that department' bPing of 
any as~i:Stance to then1 it was practicallY a clot; 
on the whettl~ of their proQTe~s. Th8re are 
ether ma.tters in the Agricultural D0partment 
that want looking into, and I hope the Minister 
in charge will see that tlw views of men 
thorou;d1lv experienced and conversant with 
the matr0r• on which the:v are 'Jpeaking will 
secure the attention the:v deserve. There is 

.another Y· r:v important m~tter dealt '.'-ith in 
this Statement. e~nd that i, the· ccmen·ation 
of \vat.Pr and irri.~ahon. I an1 rda.d to see tha.t 
the Go, ernment ha.v~ tak('n th0 opporhn1itv 
of making 11'<' {)f tlw Yi,it of Dr. Elwood 
'Mead. 

The TnE.\.SURER: He was brought up 
<pf'cially. 

:\Ir. BLAIR: I am yery pleased he v a' 
!Jrought np specially, beccwse we cannot nos­
sibl:v spE'IHl too much nH.me:v on matter.s of 
that kind. I would like to cec wc!is provided 
on· stock rout0s, and hor.e:;. sunk testinL: for 
wa.t·cr. so that if a drought ever besets us 
a.t;ain provision ·will b.P tnadt- for the people 
who will have to transfer large numbers of 
stnck fr·.Jrn {)ne part nf the State to another. 
Then a!n in connection wit~ linking up our 
trunk hnes. I would also hke to see this­
and I throw it out as a suggestion-I would 
lil~e to see bores made use of in testing for 
mmerals. (Hear, hear!) In manv districts in 
the North which I had the pleasure of going 
through there seems to be a vast expanse of 
mineral fields, which are not tested, and it 
seems to me that if the system of boring-as 
well as testing for water--were adopted in test­
ing for minerals, much good would result to 
the State. (Hear, hear!) 

:\Jr. H.\!tDACRE: Th<'re are immense coal 
seams th,re. 

Mr. BLA IR: As 1 he hnn. membPr for Leich· 
hardt rpmjnd"l nw, there an:. imn1ense coal SP-amo:. 
therP. 'rhcrP rwP irr.n1ensA eo~ l :-:Pams not te~ted 
in mv dis'rict ypt--at Bnnrlenh> and round 
there:_an<l I wmild he very glad if some "uch 
systen1 of re.::.ting- fnr min~Pr::tl~ and coal were 
ndnpten. I rlo not think it conlcl possibly result 
in anything but good to the State. I have only 

one or two wordfl: to :-;ay in rt>g;ud to imnligra­
tion. I am (111<' of thos~ who are of O{Jiniou that 
a '"nod deal to" much has been paid for the immi­
g~tion we have got. I atn not against irnmigru~ 
tion at all ; hnt J llc'lievB that the c!a"' coming 
to {~ueensland-nr a rHajority of thPm--are not 
the clas' suitable f,r settlement here. I notice 
by the Treasurer's Statement that it is said they 
are ab>orb·2d. Tliat is not my e:<]Jerience. There 
are n1en coming out here u;:; immigrants who not 
only are not abs:>rbccl, but g-o to .swell the labour 
market, and increase the difliculty of the Hnlution 
of the unemployed problem. I would like the 
Tre-:--umrer, or tlw~e a~s.-ciated with him, tu look 
cnrefully into thm, and ascertain whether these 
criticisms are not well foundtd. There are men 
here that I know personallY who are unable to 
get work, and thet e .are nl~vn coming ont whn, 80 

far from beiug absor\wl, are simply swt>lling the 
unem!Jloyed. 

l\Ir. GRANT: The railw:.y cnnLrr.ctnrs in New 
South lNales advertif;ed for 1,000 men just now. 

l\Ir. BLAIR: That give" all explanation of 
what waB t:aid 1 he other night, be< lu~~~ the rail­
\Vay contractor down South j;.; offering better 
term .'I. and whE-n we made an endeavour the 
other dav to }~et s~. a dav for the navvy' it was 
unfortunvately de!E->ated.~ AH ]dng ns wages of 
that kind arR paid, there. will be a dearth of 
labrnu· nn the lines. The hon. men1 ber knows as.. 
well as I do that ~here are bcttt>r wagt-s giver1, 
and better terrnH of employment given by the 
contr.ttetors of K ew Sm;th \V ,;!es than by the 
contrac'"nr~ on vur (HVn !ineH. I-le know~ that, 
he appreciatPs it, he yored f,,r it last time. 
That i'3 1ny aw~wPl' to the l1on. rnember·f; rentark. 
\Vith regard to the Estirnate!•, I aru Rorry to ;.,ay 
that there is a tendency to increase the emt.!u­
ments of the highly paid officials to the f•ttcritice 
of the lower paid officials. 

l\'fr, KEOGH: I ani with you there. 

:Mr. BLAIR: Then we shall succeed. {Laugh­
ter.) 

The TREASCRER : There haYe been increases 
all round, 

Mr. BLAIR : The Premier the other night­
I had not the op]Jortunity of hearing this 
wisdom, but I read some of it, and the Treasurer 
referred me to the newspaper reports and other 

· matter-said that for a !Jerson to get up here, 
and argue that the lees highly paid servants were 
not getting sufficient was a kind of cheap 
electioneering claptrap. That was the answer 
he ga.-e to the deputy leader of the Opposition. 
I do not think that is fair criticism; I do not 
think it is ju't or right. The lesH h1g-hly paid 
servant is entitled to our aid to see tha\ he gets 
a living wage, and it is incumbent on us to 
stand U!J in our plact'R and do everything that 
we possibly can to see that the large majCJrity of 
the public service get a living wage, before we­
vote large amounts to highly paid officials all 
round. 

.Mr. K~'OGH: Hear. hear! I am with you in 
every instance. 

Mr. BLAIR : I take it that that is an argu­
ment which will appeal to all, that it is not fair 
to obtrude the charge of seeking to gain popu· 
larity by charging those who are trying to do 
their duty with endeavouring to catch votes. 

The TREASUREH : Have you seen the incn ases 
on the l<~stimates? 

Mr. BLAIR : No. I understand that the word 
went round to the civil service that the Esti­
mates were to be cut down-the Treasurer will 
contradict me in both statements if I am 
wrong--

The TnEASUR~m: As a matter of fact, they 
were put up. 

Mr. Blair.] 
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Mr. BLAIR: Did the word go round tha 
they were to be cut down? 

The TREASURER : At first. 
Mr. BLAIR: At first. As a mutter of fact, 

are they not largely cut down? 
The TRK~HURER: No, they are all pnt up­

considerably over what the original "Estimates 
were. 

Mr. BLAIR: I am very glad to henr that, 
but I am very dubious. If they are put up, 
then I still "ay there are a large numloer in 
the service-I am sure the hon. gentleman 
agrees with me-who are not receiving a living 
wage, and I am perfectly cPrtaiu, from what 
I know of him, that he would personally rather 
help those than he would spend large sums of 
money in increasing the emoluments of those 
who are already getting a very fine living out 
o~ t.he S_tate. I am not saying one word agllinst 
.grvmg mcreases where they are deserved, even 
where the man who deserves that increase is 
getting a good emolument at present, but I do 
say there are instances in the Estimates which 
could be well left at the salaries at which thev 
stood last year, and the amounts saved there dis­
bursed among the le•" highly paid members. I 
have nothing further to say. I have endeavoured 
to compress my remarks into as short a ~pace as 
I could. I merely say that the criticism I have 
voiced has not been in any partisan spirit, but 
has only been uttered because I felt it was my 
duty to utter it. (Hear, hear!) " 

Mr. FERRICKS (Bou:en): The brief 
remarks which I have to make will be centred 
"around the agricultural industry, representing, 
as I do, a farming constituency. While the 
Financial Statement presented to the House 
reads rather optimistically, I find in it causes 
for serious regret. The main cause for regret 
is the absence of any provision for the in­
{)rease or extcn;;ion of our splendid system 
of central mills, which has worked so success­
fully since its initiation, and whrch has con­
duced so much to the settlement of our coastal 
lands, especially in the North. 

The TREAScRER : They are only working to 
the half of their capacity. I have got the 
figures to-day. 

l\Ir. LENNON: That is an exaggeration. 
, Mr. FERRICKS: I know of instances in the 
North where the milh cannot cope with the 
cane. The Treasurer gives agriculture a very 
prominent place, and says that sugar is the 
main feature of the agricultural industry as a 
revenue-producing factor. Of course I ap­
preciate that prominence, but whe'n you 
come to <'xamine the Statement there is onlv 
a theoretical prominence, there is nothing in 
the shape of encouragement. I believe there 
is some little uncertainty in the minds of the 
members of the Cabinet or the Chief Secre­
tary, regarding the fut~re of the sugar in­
"dustry, and I think that accounts somewhat 
for its absence. I will endeavour to show 
you that there is not an atom of uncertainty 
regarding the future of this great industry, 
either from a State or a Federal point of view. 

The TREASt:RER: You must be very con­
fident then. 

Mr. FERRICKS: The main feature of this 
matter, which has been brought before the 
people of Australia of late years by a few 
"calamity-howlers-if I may so term them­
who, since they have been deprived of their 
8tock-in-trade bogey--the shortage of labour 
bogey-"have looked round for another bogey, 
and have grasped upon the question of over­
supply. Now, speaking from memory, the 
year 1907 was the nearest approach of pro-

[Mr.Blair. 

duction to consumption, when the difference, 
1 understand, was about 30,000 tons of sugar, 
equal in round numbers to about 300,000 tons 
of sugar-cane. vVhen that stage was attained, 
we were given to understand by the men 
that I have just referred to that, with the in­
creased area going under cane, it would be 
only a matter of a few years when the pro­
duction of sugar in Australia would overtake 
consumption; that the Australian white-grown 
sugar then would not be able to compete with 
that grown by coloured labour in Java and 
elsewhere, but would be confined to Austra­
lian markets;' and that with the over-supply 
there would be a fall in the price of sugar, 
and a decrease in the price of cane. That 
serious state of affain, however, has not been 
brought any closer to a consummation, but 
has been further removed. Last year the 
discrepancy between production and cor:­
sumption was about 50,000 tons, and there IS 

every indication that the falling off this year 
will be even greater. The deputy leader '?f 
the Opposition made the estimate that 1t 
would be 37,000 tons. and I am prepared to 
accept that as correct. I realise t,hat this 
year has been abnormally unfavou"able; and 
we learn from the annual report of the 
Colonial Sugar Refining monopoly that that 
gigantic concern last year handled 250,000 
tons of sugar for the first time in the history 
of the industrv in Australia. That comprises 
the consumption of sugar in New Zeala!Jd. 
which may be set down at 45,000 tons, leavmg 
about 205,000 tons as having been consumed 
in the Commonwealth. So far from being 
realised is this fear of over-production that 
the Colonial Sugar R,efining Company's 
report points out the consumption of sugar in 
Australia was double last. vear what it was 
fourteen vears ago. On the same basis of 
mcrease, • the consumption fourteen years 
lrence will he 410,000 tons. 

~fr. OoRSER: Xo. You won't double the 
population in that time" 

:\lr. FERRICK~: I will admit that that i~ 
too sam;uine a view to take: but I will put 
the increas<" a.t 30 pm cent., and that will allow 
for th<" consumption of about 303.000 tons 
fourteen years henc~. In the North. there "\las 
"been a great expansron of. cane-f~Towrng d~r1ng 
rec<'nt vea.r,, and that wrll be mcr<'ased rf the 
Governnwnt will erect more central mills; but 
to ba,lance that increase. I would remind hqn. 
member;; that on tht' Korthern River> of New 
South 'Vales a lot of sugar-farmers are going 
out of the cane busine,,s because dairying and 
other avenues offl'l' better inrlucemer1h. In 
the face of these facts, whatever trouble the 
sugar-farmer may have, the question of over­
production is not one of them, or likely to he 
one of them. Th0re is another a,p,-ct of the 
question which I think has had some bearing 
on the Cabinet':-; rc~olvc to rnark tin1e in this 
ma.tter. 

The TREASFHER: 'f]w ProserpinC' mill lS not 
running up to it;; capacit). 

:1Ir. FERRICK:3: I mn speaking of district' 
wh<:>re mills are required. I think it is the 
Federal co>1t1'ol that influences them in mark­
ing time. Last year, when a deputation of 
,Johnstone River farmers waited on the Chief 
Secreta.rv and ash·d him to <'Stablish a" centra.! 
will on the g"uarantE'e of their lands. his reply 
v:as that, th~ :::ugar industry l:;{_~nv· in the 
hand8 of the F<'deral Government. the State 
<iovernm<"nt did not think an investment of 
£50,000 or £60.000 for the erection of a central 
mili on the ,Johnstmw River was warrant<>d. 

The TREASURER: Apart from that, the pro­
po~ition was not sound. 



[:25 NOVEMBER.] Supp1y. 443 

Mr. FERRICKS: And by interjection yes­
terday the Premier :;aid the sugar industry of 
Australia was under Federal control. To 
what extent is it under Federal control? To 
the extent only that it is the Federal Govern­
ment that has the power to increaoe or main­
tain or decr,case or wipe out altogether the 
protective tariff of £6 per ton now charg<>d en 
Llack-grown SU[!ar coming inter ~~ustralia. 

An Ho~Ol."HAHJ,E :.\IE:\IBEH: If that was 
wiped out the industry would be "·iped out. 

:\Ir. FERRICKS: The Excis<' a.nd the 
)lOUlltV-\vhieh is reallv a rebate of Excise~~ 
have 'no appli~o.t:on t"o the question of the 
perm<Lnency of the industry. These two cml­
ditions w<'re imposed as a. proh•etion to the 
wh~te grovi7 £'r a$,;:ain:-:t the black t::rower: a,nd if 
both \'t;·ere wip0d off to-n1orro-w it would r.~.ot 
rna.Her a scrap. Cane vvould b.P worth ~':!s. a. 
tou more if both Exc;se and l·ocmtv wer<' 
rPmoved, but wh<'ther that 2s. wou!ci go to 
thE> farmer is a.noth<>r matter, because it. would 
first have to pass. throu,-h the Colonial Sugar 
Refining· monopoly. There is already a 
n1o\ emf'nt against the re-enachnent of the 
1~xcise and bounty provisions aft.er 1913. when 
th0y E>xpire. aut,Jmatically. The old school 
of bla"k labourites are protesting- against the 
r<einstitution of those arrangements, because 
they think they see the opportunity of in­
dulging unrcstrictedly in their old love. black 
labour: but the chance thev have in. that re­
sped can lw <'stimated bv the f<Lct tha.t there 
i~ not a. public man in ~Queensland game to 
get up and advocate a return to coloured 
labour. To return to the tariff phase of the 

·question, is it thought that there will be found 
a Governrnent in Australia that will throw 
<Jpen the door to an unlimited influx of 

. aliens? The d0clared policy of A u,;tralia rs 
,,_.Jo.itc: and if any Government did that, thP 
howl that would come from the people would 
le mfficiei\t to rend them in a thousand 
pif'ces polifcally. And whm-P is the differ­
pnce Letwoen allowing the hoe influl' of aliens 
and allowing a.n influx into Australia of com­
rnodities produced by alien labour~ In my 
opinion there is no differenc<', and no Federai 
Uovernment would be so foolish or incon­
~ideratc or unr'atriot;c or so looking· for 
disaster as to throw open the doors of Aus­
tralia to an unlimited landing· of alien-grown 
sugar to cornpPte -...vith suga,1: gro ..... vn in' Aus­
tralia unclc•r white la.beur conditions. The 
people of Australia have declared in very 

c-emphatic langua~(} t.hat the sugar industry is 
to he a white industrv. Thev have signified 

their int~ntion 'of maint.aining 
[9 p.m.J th<Lt in a practical wlty by paying 

an incrPa~ed pricP for tbeir ::;uga.r. 
H.undreJs and thousands of ~outherners as 
well as of J'\orthern<>rs arc• <'mployed in 
vanous phase, of that industrv, a.nd I contend 
that any fears <m the score of the sugar tariff 
o!: £6 per ton being re1noved are groundless. 
Jn addition t,o the dflclared pol'cv of Aus­
tralia being in fa.Your of a white industrv, the 
declared policy of the Commonwealth ·is to­
wards protection. and I think the tendency 
is rather that that £6 per ton will lw in­
crea,ecl to £8 rwr ton, and that a rise in that 
direction would r>Pce;Yc• "" heartv endorsement 
at the hand' of tlw people of A;,stralia. That 
con.<titutcs the Frcleral control of th<' suear 
indiustry, and it is a control that neN! iwt 
t au~e: n.ny £nis.zi vlngs in the minds of 1.he 
{'a.birwt as to the fur,ure of the industrv. The 
Financia.l Rta.t<Pnlf'nt refer.·, to the su~v.ar ;n-

, .. dustry as the primary revenue prodnee~· of the 
;grE>at a2!ricultural ind:.~stry, yet we find that 

there is a tendency to expend some of the 
surpius-small though it be-in the erection 
of addlitiona.! meatworks. 

The TREAS!~RER: That is not a Government 
undertn.king at all. That i:; a private enter­
prise. 

:\lr. FERRICKS: The FinanciaJ State­
ment savs-

The rapitl increase of our tloc1(s and ht-l'llt' has led to 
the con:;;ideration ot wuys of utili~ing the snl'plus, and 
it i sugge~ted 1hat further HH~atworkt' ~lwuld b~ 
erected to cope with tl1e situation. 

The TnEASUREH: That refers to the surplus 
stock, and to privat" enterprise, not to a 
Government undertaking. 

:\Ir. FEHRICKS: I thought it was tne 
intention of the Government to build these 
works. I am pleased to learn that that is not 
the cas<>, because we a.!! know that there is no 
great demand for additional meatworks, but 
that the existing works have difficulty in 
obtainmg a sufficiency of cattle to keep them 
going. I thought the Government were going 
in for building central meatworks, and that 
would be a rather bad preference to give over 
an extension of the central sugar mill system. 
My remarks on the sugar industry would not 
be complete without a passing reference to 
the question of labour in that industry. I do 
not believe there is a member in this Cham­
ber who is in any way sceptical as to the 
success of white labour in the canefields. Of 
course in the early stages there was a little 
trouble, but that has passed away. So much 
so, that that political organisation-the .Aus­
tralian Sugar Producers' Association-and its 
official and political organ-the Australian 
Sugar ,Journal-ha.-e been converted to the 
principle of a white Australia in the cane­
fields. Though they may have done it 
grudgingly, they have done it, and though 
there is nothing new about such conversion, 
the state of labour in the canefields has re­
solved itself into the old experience that, when 
men are treated as men, they reciprocate and 
act as men. Whilst these little difficulties did 
occur in the early stages, the cause of those 
troubles was that many of the prominent 
black-labour politicians of the day-many of 
them sitting on that side of the House at the 
present time..lL-

::VIr. WHITE; Where? 
Mr. FER'RICKS: Behind the present Go­

vernment. Those black-labour members 
painted work in the canefields in such terrible 
colours that men hesitated to engage in the 
work. People in the Northern mining towns 
were told that the kanaka would have to be 
retained, or a substitute found for him. 

)fr. J. }YL HliNTEH: .A coloured substitute. 

Mr. FERRICKS: .A coloured substitute. 
They were told that work in the canf'fields 
was not fit for white men, and that white 
men would not do the work. Only a few 
years ago I heard the senior member for 
Townsville give expression to those senti­
ments before his constituents. and I think 
he will admit that there has been a great 
alteration since then. Manv hon. members 
may have in their mind's ·eye the Goondi 
strike when I am sneaking- about the indus­
t-rial soundness of the inaustrv. The hon. 
member for Clermont, when sp~aking on this 
question the other night, made out that the 
Goondi strike was broken up by canecutters 
and mi!lworkers who had their own houses 
and ground. The' looked at those houses 
and grounds, and decided to g·o to work and 
break up the stnke. The hon. m!'mber had 
made that as>ert.o·l <m the authority of the 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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Aush·u1ian ,",'uyar .Totl.rnul. I arn not surpri:,ed 
at that journal having made the statement, 
because we recognise it is one of the greatest 
howlers against white labour of all the 
JOurnalistic monstrosities that see the light 
around Brisbane. Nor am I surprised at the 
!ton. member for C?lermont quoting that 
Journal as his authonty on industrial union­
Ism, because that publwation has treated the 
non. member very liberally in the past. As 
a matter of fact, the statement made by the 
hen. member IS not true. The Goondi strike was 
broken up i'y two boatloads of blacklegs who 
v.;ere t11kep up there from Sydney by the 
Colomal ;:,ugar Refimng monopoly. Some of 
those men I -:-aw vtd1en they were passing 
through. and they were a most dejected crew. 
They were !'lo~1uent testifiers to the oppressive­
nes~ of capitalism, and to the depths of degra­
datiOn and poverty to which men are subject in 
the race for the honour of building· up pa.rasiti­
cal dividends for non-workers. Some of those 
men were bootless; others wore a coat and 
trousers, and an apology for a singlet. Others 
wore a coat, twusers, and boots while each 
of them subjected his one shirt to a wash on 
the way up. I asked those men if they knew 
w~ere they were going, and what they were 
gmng to . clo .. , They said "No "-they were 
engaged 111 ~ycmey to work in a sugar-mill 
at so, mnch a week and tucker.; and that was 
all tney knew about the strike at Goondi. 
The hen. mf'mber for Clermont, when refer­
r111g to the matter, did not say anything about 
t~ose blac:d~gs: He did not Bay that that 
fnend of umomsm, Inspector Malone-a man 
who 1\:amed kndos by .riding roughshod over 
th_e W e_stcern ~hearers !n the early nineties-­
With hiS natural officiOusness, was there at 
v~ork, know111g ~hat he had a capitalistic 
(\overnment at his back. Th" hon. member 
did not say anything about Inspector Malone 
and t~irty of his minions being present at 
Goond1, and that thcey ~aw that the blacklegs 
;vere yrotected. Therce IS a further connection 
111 thi-s matt,,r, Some hm~. gentlemen opposite 
-I do no1·. ,,ay they are 111 the Chamber now 
-but some hon. members who sit on the 
otht·r side-held up thPir hands in unctions 
horror when they heard of the Goondi strike, 
and th_ey felt glad that they he.d a Govern­
ment m power whwh. could bring Gatling 
gur- < to bear on the stnkers If the worst cam"' 
to the _worst. Let me tell hon. members what 
the stnkE> was about. It was about the aboli­
tion of ."·hat '' .;s called the "kit system." 
For the mformahon of members of this House 
I may ond<>aYour to explain what that ••vste~ 
is. · 

Th.-, CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. FERRICKS: I wes endeavourin." to 
:=:ho\y that the sugar industry vYas sound cli-
111ahia!ly. <•11~1 that it ;va>. soullcl commercially. 
~.n.~ _.... ~.; a.s go1n~ to po1n~ out that 1nembers of 
t~ns House and the C11bmet h11Ye not g-ot th<> 
r10·ht conceptiOn of thP position in relation to 
tht• ~i _:t(• and :F't·d-eral G-o,-t rnrnf'nt..;. I was 
endeaycprin,!t to point out that the onlv un­
"~lundne~~ in c~=mnecti:on with the su~ar in­
dustry W<v. the 111dustnal part. ar:d that indus­
trial nnsoundne~s was in thn power of the 
State GoYernment t;> rel_llov<>. b,y bringing thP 
pn,-ateh· mvn<>cl mills mto such a ;;tate as 
wonld compf'l the employment of whitE' labour 
only. (IIf'ar. hear!) If that were done. it 
would he sound E'nough industriallv. So. far 
as I ho,w gone into th<' matter cf ti1e F<>deral 
{'ontrol nf th<? sugar industry, there is nothinrr 
t<; ea.u~" the lf'ns~ fea.r fro\n a State point of 
YIE'w. T!w questiOn of land settl<>ment is a 
matter that a.ttachf's most directlv to thE' E'Stab­
lishment ol thr-sf' central mills.· There is no 
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other institution, whether it is a central meat­
works or central business of any kind, that has 
the s11mc power and f11cilities for settlement on 
the land. 'l'he oottlernent that follows the 
establishment of these mills is just the kind of 
settlement that is required. ]'armers who g·o 
on 100 and 160 acre blocks start cane-growing, 
and in a few years are fairly large suppliers. 
Mining and pastoral businesses are not nearly 
so consistent a.s that, and do not so regularly 
conduce to settlem<mt. The .Federal control 
of the su;;ar induc,try might provide a hed[(e 
for the (;overnment of the day to dodge 
hehind in regard to the erection of central 
,ugl1r mills, but the Government have 11 duty 
to perfonn in reg·ard tD settling our -coastal 
lands. and there is no more effective wav of 
doing that duty than by the erection of centraJ 
mills. When the deputy leader of this party 
was speaking l11st night. th<e Secretar:v for 
Public L11nds asked him if the mills in his dis­
trict were working at their full c11pacii;y, and 
the Treasurer to-ni11ht made a similar ir ter­
jection when referring to central milk In 
the district which I now specially refer to, 
the mills cannot accommodate the cane sup­
plied to them. The cane crops of the Lower 
Burdekin are the best in Queensland in 
weight, d<msity, and uniformity, and the admi,. 
si on made by the deputy leader of tlH' OppoSI­
tion yesterday that there wer<> pests in his dis­
trid in the shape of beetl<>s and grubs does not 
apply to that district, as we have nothing of· 
that sort. \Ve have th<' high<>st crops and un­
limited 11ccommodation for the settler. But 
there can he no further settlement. and no <>x­
pansion in cane-growing, until w€ have mor·~ 
crushing- power. The privately owned mills 
cannot cope with the cane supply, and nnless 
the Government a.<Ire<> or see to the erection 
of 'vmf' central mills thev are actnallv "e\l1rrl­
ing the su<rar industry.· I havE' r<>ferrecl to 
the sug-ar industry, becaus<' I do not think 
th<>re is a, sufficient conception takPn of it hy 
hon. members. If the G'hief SE'cretary v.ill 
look more into his contention about th<e sugar 
industry passing into Federal control. he will 
Ree that there is onlv one thin!! that ma,kE's 
him say that. and that is the protectiw duty 
of £6 per ton. 'There is no possibility. a.fter 
the declared voice of Australia .. of thE' removal 
of that £6 per ton protection on sugar. 

ThE' TREAScRER: There i;; no certaintv of 
that. . 

:\lr. FERRICKS: It is the clecla.red voice of 
~\ustralia. Australia has declared against re­
ducing it. 

l\Ir: COYNE: Tlwre is no cf'rtainty with the 
Cook-Deakin Government. 

l\lr. FERRICK8: Th<e tendency, if any­
thing. is to raise the tariff, and I think that 
that will ],e done. I do not think that Deakin. 
Cook, and c'Jmpany <>ven would attempt to 
lowPr it. I do not think they would he so 
fooli,h a.;; to pull down that obstacle to thE' 
admiss;on of foreign-grown su!!ar. If that 
protection is remov<>d, it will only mean that 
the,·e will he a.n inflnx into this country qf 
11liE'n-ma.nufactured suC(a.r. That is the only 
application that ca.n be put to the que;;tion 
of the F<>deral control of the sugar indmJr;-,. 
It is realised (•vcrywhere th11t the qu<>stiong oi 
<?xcise and bounty have no arJplication, and 
the qtwstion of labour has no a.pplication. and 
the only f!uestion is the tariff of Austraiia. 
But who i;; going to wipe thie out to a.dm;t 
the freP. influx of a.lipn~Inanufact.ur<:'d sugar 
luo-re '? I hope thE' Government will givP 
furthe-r consideration to th;s matt<>r of tho> 
erection of centml sugar-mills. If it is con­
~irlerecl on its merits, and on strictly businec.s 
lines-for instancE', if the settlement that will 
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-aH?rue, and the revenue that will follow that 
settlement, will warrant the Government in 
advancing the money for such a purpose-if 
it is looked at in a broad-minded manner, 
there can be bnt one ans,~;er, and that \vill be 
'·Yes." I trust, therefore, that it "ill not be 
tuo long before furthPr consideration is given 
.and sCJmothing dvne in the direction I have 
Mh-oc:.ted. 

(Juestion put. 

Mr. J. M. HO::\TER (Jiaranoa): I desire 
to tender the Treasurer my congratulations 
and also to tender Queensland my congratula­
tions on coming out with a surplus this year. 
\Vhen I think that credit is due, then it is mv 
duty to give that credit. At the same time I 
think that Queensland is to be congratulated 
more than the Treasurer, because, after all, it 
is the buoyant nature of our industries and 
the excellent q;awns that we have enjoyed that 
are responsible for the result. That will be 
very clear if we cast our minds back to the esti­
mate that was made last year. In last year's­
Budget we find that the Treasurer anticipated 
a surplus of £5,203, and he actually received 
£9,9U. 'I'he strange part of the whole thing 
is that this £9,9M surplus is only secured by 
obtaining £170,539 more in revenue than he 
anticipated. ~finisters are evidently not in close 
touch with the financial possibilities of the 
various departments when thev are so far out 
in their estimate of revenue a·nd expenditure. 
It. is a very easy matter to spend money when 
you have got it. I am not saying that the 
money has not been wisely spent; I hope it 
has. But it is not a question of spending or 
of surpluses. It is a question of anticipating 
something approximate to what your surplus 
-,s gomg to be. 

The PREMIER : Th~ surplus was a very near 
approximation to the estimate. 

Nrr. J. J\1. HU~'l'ER: How far out would 
your estimate have be >On- if you had not 
received that increased revenue from the Com­
monweaith and the Railways? 

The TREASDRER: Yve knew from month to 
month what we werE' lik<•ly to gf't. and >rcnr 
accordmgly. 

:\1r. J. M. IIU::;JTER: I am not talking 
.about what you expected from month to 
month, but about your anticipations for the 
year. 

The PREMIER: Y on told us last vear that 
our cectimate was far too high. " 

::\Ir. J. M. HC~TER: If the hon. gentle­
man says that some member stated last year 
that the estimate of the Government was too 
high, he is probably correct. because I heard 
somebody in the House make that remark, 
but if the hon. gentleman says I made that 
stateme:lt he mi··represents me. \Ve are tol:1 
by the Treasurer that ··ound finance is the 
largest factor o-f good government. Sound 
finance pre•·upposes that the man who is deal­
ing with finance knows something about what 
he is doing,_ and when a Treasurer gives an 
estimab· such as the hon. gentleman gave last 
year, it cannot be t<ermed sound finance, see­
ing that though he received a windfall of 
£170,000 in the shape of revenue, his '"S' i­
mated <lXpencliture was exceeded by £165,000. 
Such finance as that cannot be said to be an 
evidenr<> of good government; it is rather an 
indication to the contrary. We are also tolcl 
that, although extra revenue has been re­
cei\·ed, it has been spent. I rather think that 
the Trpasurer would have been in an awkward 
fix in regard to that extra expenditure. which 
wa.; not volunt:try, but was forced b:v the 
·necessities of the departments, if he had not 

got those windfalls in revenue from the Com­
monwealth and the railways. I do not <-ay 
that the money has been spent where it was 
not needed, because if I did so I should be 
charging the Treasurer and the Governvwnt 
with maladministration. But I do say that 
the expenditure of £165,000 over and above 
the estimate would probably have taken place, 
whether the Government had received those 
increas0s in revenue or not. I believe that a 
large amount of money was spent on railways, 
and it is probable that the Commissioner 
un~ertook to do a good deal of the work on 
whwh that money was expended before the 
Treasurer knew anything about it, and before 
he knew hP was going to get his increased 
revenue; and that shows that there as an 
uncertainty in the estimate for last vf'ar. 
That leads one to question whether the" esti­
mate for this year will not be just as far out 
as that for last year, if there is not a corre­
sponding windfall from the Commonwealth 
and the Railway Department. 

The PREMIEH: You might get rather extra­
vagant if you knew everything. 

::\fr. J. M. JTGKTER: The Gm-ernment 
have lived up to their reputation fni· extrava­
fl ance in this instanct.:>, because a~ se on as they 
disco\-ered that they \Yere going to have this 
extra n1oney they bet;an ..,pending it. ReM 
ferring- to the r~vfnue for 1908-9, the Trta.­
snrer, in hi:- Budget Speez.:h, ~a.ys th0 marked 
increase in the ra.ilwa.y earnings i& cne of t1~e 
1nost c.:1tisfactory fe·ature'~ of the rev{'nue. In 
enlarg;ng upon that statement last night, :he 
Pr<emiPr said that railway building and settl-.­
rrwn t should fW to)2'ether. I agree with U1e 
hon. g-entleman in that statement. Of course, 
the central ide~:. wt1 < that railway builditJ.:( 
would lead to greater developrm:nt in tl1e 
revenue from our raih <J.Vs and from land. I 
beliHe that if railwa:v "building is properly 
ca,rriPd out-that is if fe~'ders are a.dded to 
our trunk lines--the rcYenue frorn rail""~.V~:<vs 
will be considerablv increased. But whi'lcl 
tel11ng u~ tha.t, r.ho ~hon. P:<f'nt.le.n1an also told 
ns that there mll3t be due economy in expen­
diture, otherwise fresh taxes would have to 
be in1po~_od during n0xt year. I a1n not one 
of thos<> who helie,·c that our raihvJ;v J should 
be t!sed for the purposes of ren•m1e, but I 
find that a lar ,e number of our trunk lines 
are lb-cd for revenue purposes. 

The Prm1IIETI: Y on should conside-r them as 
a whole. 

:\Ir. J. )L HC""TER: I am going to tah 
then1 as u. 1.Yhole, and I am goin':' to endeavour 
to di,sect the1n also, and show what genuinene~-; 
there is in the proft'Hion of the Go•-ernment 
that_ our railways are simply run for tl1e trans­
mission of products from the gr<>at centres to 
ports or markets. I want to show the Pre­
mier that while he is talking· about not im­
posing fresh taxation, there is increa-sed taxa-­
tion, in some instances, which the people cue 
not conscious of, and that that ,,xtra taxation 
is imposed on thos-e who are least able tc) 
bea.r it, while those who should pay a full 
sharo of it are allo••:cd to e3cane. For that 
purpose I have tal<en the earning,; of the mam 
trunk linl's-the Southern, C'c••ttral and 
::\orthern Raihvavs-and suburban lines. It 
all depends on cl;e point of view from which 
you look a-t it. Let me ask the attPntion of 
the Premier a short time to the ficures whi Jh 
I am al-out to quotf'. I find that amongst the 
suburban lines-that is the Brisba'l8 line;. 
represented by a. number of members in this 
Chamber---the South Brisl_.;,ne to Southporu 
line last year ea-rned 18s. 4d. per cent. 

Mr. J.1lf. Hunter.] 
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Tho PHEI\1IEH: "You n1ust rernernber that 
t!w,t line was also a non~paying line at one 
tlilll'. 

.\lr. J. :u. HCI\TER: I am proving- that it 
i~ still a nun-p,Lying line. I am only d-ealing· 

with last year's figure~-·I an1 not 
r9.30 p.m.] ~cing into ancient history. The 

Bethania to Beaudesert line 
Parned £11Gs. 7d. per c0nt.: Ernest Junction tD 
'l'weed Heads linB, Hs. 9d. per cent.: the 
South Brisbane to J\Ianly line, £1 15s. lOd. pBr 
cmt.; a.ncl the Brisbane to Sand>rate line 
earned £2 5s. ld. pt'r cent.. ThB ';\Ianly to 
f'lBvelund line did not pay interest on the 
capita.! inv<:'s!erl, and the line from :\lavne to 
Er:oggel·a was the san1e. V 

'rhe SECRETARY FO'.l RAILWAYS: 'rhat is a 
guarante-ed line. 

:\Ir. J. :\l. IIL;J'\TER: The Pinkenba line is 
also a losing line. Brisbane · and suburbs, 
with a population of somc;thing over 25 per 
cent. of the Bntire populatiOn of Queensland, 
is being served by these railwavs, and that is 
how they are being taxed for t!1e services ren­
der2cl. Let us see how tlw people who go 
away to tlw ·west, and to the :1\orth, and in 
the Central districio, who do pioneering work 
and open up the cuuntrv-let us see how thev 
ar-e na.ying for 1-!t:rvice'-1 r-Pnd.ered. The Gowri"e 
to Cunnamulh line earned £4 6s. 9d. per 
cent.: the Gowrie to Brisbane line earned £6 
Os. lld. per c<~nt. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.ULWAYS: ThB cla.ss of 
traffic ha.s a great deal to do with that. 

~lr. J. :\I. HUNTER: I will come to the 
tra.ffio pre,·ently. The Charters Towers to 
Huo;henden line earned £5 19s. 8.[!. per cent .. 
and the Archer Park to Longreach line earncd 
£4 6s. 5cl. per cBnt. This, to my mind, is not 
a.ctin·~ up to th•e principles that ·have been set 
forth as governing the Government in their 
idBa as to how railwavs should be run. If 
the idea is that the produce of thf' State is to 
be carried at the low<'st possible rate to ports. 
then I say thesf' rates are abnormally hi<'h. 
and the \Yestern producf'rs arc ma.king up thf' 
losses on these suburban lines thoJ these 
people enjoy--as I snppost> vour constituf'Tlcv 
enjoys wrv nic? trips from· Laidkv to Bri~­
banf'---they Ntjoy all the""' excursioi1s on holi­
days with Chf'ap fares. and frcp trips down 
the Ba.y. \Yhil(~ you are servin~ tbe varion~ 
V· atering nlaces around the citv, the people 
outsid<'. who ha"·e t, do all the ·hard work of 
openinu· np the country. and have to live 
undt>r the greatest difficulties a.nd harrlshipr. 
are being penalised for it. 

:\'fr. :MrLC'AHY: ThE>y pay for it. 
. Mr. J .. M. HUNTER: That wrt of thing 
1s retardmg settlement and the production 
that should take place in the interior. The 
suburban lines, that are not paying interest 
on cost of construction, are being kept up bv 
the high freights that are paid bv the Western 
producers. It is a peculiar thing that during 
the last general f'lection a great cry went out 
about the land tax the Labour party would 
Impose if they were returned to power, and 
it was rathBr amusing to notice the great in­
terest th~t was taken in this matter by the 
metropolitan Press. Thev pointed out to the. 
farmer and the small ai!Otment holder and 
th8 householder that they would be driven 
off. the land, :yet I have not seen a single line 
wntten to t<>ll the men out on these farms 
on the Downs and in the West that thev are 
being overchargGd in the railway freight:; 
they pay. They are not warned about that. 
becausf', like the oxen, so long as thev will 
bc,ar the burden. and say nothino,- about it. 
it is all right. The only time thPy are asked 

f_i}fr. J.lif. H~mter. 

to squeal is in the event of a land tax being 
brought about. Their concern was not about. 
the man who owned a small farm-they were 
concerned about what thev would have to 
pay under a land tax them"selves in the city 
and suburb". The Government and the Press 
howl forth on these lines, but their indiffer­
ence can only be shown bv their utter dis­
regard as to the taxf'S that are being inflicted 
on the people outside Brisbane. In theorv. 
tlw Premier says that he believes in che,;:p 
freight~. If he does, and accepts what he said 
on this point-that he believed the right 
thing was that not more than the interest on 
tli<' cost of construction should be charged on 
railway,,-then he should immediately set 
about reducing the freights on the ·western, 
Central, and Northern lines that are paying 
thBse large returns. The ct>ntral idea is that 
the'e lines are the means of bringino- the in­
terior into as close proximity to the ,;etropolis 
as possible-placing a market within reach of 
the producer who has the courage to go out 
and endeavour to develop our resources. And 
one of the chief objects we have in our minds 
when we say we do not believe in syndicate· 
railways is that syndicate railwavs might have 
high freights, and take out of the control of 
the Government the right to give to the 
people this cheap transit to our ports. If the. 
Government are going to penalise the people· 
in this way by imposing high rates of freight, 
then. the railways might as well belong to 
syndicates, because the Government are syndi­
cating these lines. They are giving special 
concessions to certain people of the State, 
while they are making the outside people 
pay these high rates. I hold that the long dis­
tance freights should be reduced to the level 
of those being charged <in New South Wales. 
Last night the senior member for Ipswich, 
:\1r. Maughan, read out some of the railwav 
freights from Knibbs, and was told he wa's 
wrong. I believe, as far as cream charges 
were concerned, he was wrong: but had he 
referred to the long distance freights charged 
on the Kew South \Vales lines, and compared 
them with the freights charged on our rail­
ways-that is. second and third class goods­
he would have been able to show this Cham­
ber that the Queensland Government are 
charging their settlers on third -class goods as 
high as GO per cent. more than is charged 
on the same goods in New South \Vales. 
Thi,. cl of'·. not ha.rmonise ,,-ith the profession 
of the Government that they are arran.~·in . 
for settlE-ment. in the interior. \Ylwn we hear 
members get up and almost in a state of 
hysterics declare that the country is about to 
heconw insolvent throu~·h prickly pear, and 
rnsh into panic leo;islation, advoca.tin::-; clo>t' 
settlenwnt as the one means of combating 
this pe", one is surprised that. thev do not 
consider that it would be better to give men 
some inducement to take this land up, instead 
of penalising them when they go therB with 
these hi.gh freights. The Chief Secretary said 
last Pight that the party on this sido of tlB 
I-Iou~e '"'''" not in favour of borrowing·, but 
you ha.ve only to cast your mind back a few 
rnonths ag·o, when we assisted the Government 
in passing a £3,000,000 loan. \Ye are told W(' 

are not in favour of railway construction, but 
that v"Prv n1onev \\as voted because \.Vf-' had. 
already 'passed the plans and Pstimates of a 
numbPr of railwavs tha.t we bRlieved were 
nC<"decl in l{ucensla~Jd. ~'ly de.;ire is to see tho 
Uovernn1cnt ht1ild nwre lines than \Ve have. 
\\' e are be lnnd in our rail way building ; we are 
tryin>r t-J get up to settlement, and, instead of 
lagging: behind, us we have been doing. the 
Government should get ahea.d of settlement, 
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and build lines out to Crown lands suitable for 
agriculture, dairying, and pasture. All that 
the sei tiers require is to be placed within 
reach of the main trunk line, and if that is 
done t!wre is a big· future for Queensland. 
The Treasurer, in his Budget, refers to the 
pa or era! and agricultural industry, and, to 
rny mind, they come closely together, as far 
as tho treatm<'nt they should receive from the 
Governm<:'nt is concerned. Some suggestion 
has b<'en made that extra mea.tworks are re­
qLJired m <Jue<'nsland, and I believe th~t 
ur~C;ent attention should be given to this 
matter bv the Government. \Ye find the value 
of sC..ock r~ depref'iatin~ to an alarming degree, 
and unless they ca.n bf\ dealt with in some 
"'·ay, and sent out of the country, the large 
increas<' which ha;; taken place in our herds 
and Hocks is going to injuro that industry yery 
much. 

The TREASURER: They are floating a big 
company in Sydney to operate in Queensland. 

.\lr. J. :\f. ITCXTER: I would like to see 
the Uov<:rnment take it up, because we find 
th<' disposition on the pa.rt cf those operating­
these large concerns is t.o fonn rings and fix 
tho price of stock, and in thal· wo~y the pro­
dlJCAr is robbed of tlw full value of Ius pro­
duct. I would like to see the Government 
of Queensland take the same sta.r!d as the 
~outh Australian Government in th1s matter, 
and receive not only stock from the squatter, 
hut also from the small selector. As I have 
said before, a selector 300, 400, or 500 miles 
from Adelaide can consign his truck of lambs 
to tbe Government, and they are trPated, 
frozen, ,hipped horn<', and sold; advances are 
made against them, and the net proceeds, 
with the account sales, are &ent later on. If 
we are to be of any assistance to the pastor­
alist we will haYe to talce him out of the 
hands of the companies who are treating this 
etock, and give him the full value of his pro­
duction. The same thing- works out in our 
agricultural industry. A pious hope is cx­
pr~3S<>d by the Treasurer, which I am afra1d 
will not be realised. He says·-

'l'he po~sibilities of wheat proctuetion are so great in 
Queensland that it i~ hoped we ~hall, in C'onrse of timA, 
become ,elf-supporting in thi:-. regard, and be in a posi­
tion to discontinue the importation ot' this o·real. 

It will be rather startling to hon. members 
that, during the la.st year, we imported from 
the South £320,829 worth of cereals. Now, 
there is not ono ounce of that but what we 
might have grown ourselves; indeed, we 
might have exported four or five times that 
amount, had we been paying sufficient atten­
tion to that particular industry. I have heard 
it said that there is no monopoly of land on 
the Downs and that land is not too dear 
there. ;uy' opinion is that the concentration 
of people on the Downs is going to bring up 
lands to such an extent that it is only by using 
the land for intense cultivation that they can 
make it pay; and they are not going to make 
whcatgrowing pay on the Downs at the price 
the lands are. There is no need for wheat­
growing there, because the lands are too 
valuable: I want opportunity to be given to 
people to get out further where lands are more 
easily cultivated, and capable of producing a 
better quality of wheat than can be grown on 
the Downs, and there are hundreds of thou­
sands of acres there waiting for the settler to 
come along. But there, again, we have the 
trouble facing us, that even to-day the farmer 
who has a crop of wheat is at the mercy of 
men who are prepared to rob him of the full 
wealth of his production. I say they rob him 
when they take to themselves something that 

should go to him, and if you deprive a man 
of his rights. what other name can you give· 
it. There are only two buyers of wheat in 
Queensland to-dav, and thev fix their own 
price for it. · · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
Is not that incorrect? 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: Two buyers in Bris­
bane. Of course, I do not regard Warwick 
as entering into competition at all. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER; :i'vfaryborough. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: lvlaryborough is the 
same buyer-the mill belongs to the same 
party. There is another m Toowoomba. Twe> 
in 'Toowoomba belong to the same people. As 
a matter of fact, outside of ·warwick and the 
Roma mill, there aw. none in Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION-: 
Did you say Brisbane? 

:ilr. J . .11. HU:NTER: I meant Queensland.· 
As a matter of fact, we begin to look on Bris­
bane as (~ueensland. This Parliament is prac­
tically run by representatives of Brisbane and 
suburbs. So Brisbane is Queensland, and in 
using the phrase I used it without thinking, 
bccau::--e we have grown so a.ccustomed to re­
gard it from that standpoint. \Vhat I want 
the Government to und<Crotand i, that. until 
the.v are prepared tD as,ist the farmer in find­
ing a mark{'t for his produee, he is going to 
be at the mercy. not only of millers but of 
syudicators outside of millers, who handle his 
pr·oduce. \Ve had an instance of that the 
other da,.y in Brisbane in a case decided in the 
court;. \Y" have rings operating in our pro­
duce markets, in our grain markets, and unless 
the Government are prcpar<'Cl to prote<Ct the 
farmer from that wrt of thing we are not 
going to have the production we ought to, 
have. In South Africa they haYe a system by 
which the State 1·eceives the whole of the pro­
due<' from the selectDrs. They have their 
commercial agent m England." The grower 
brings the grain tD the station-master, who 
consigm it to the Agricultural Deparlment at 
the port, where it is shipped to the commercial 
agent. It is then sold in the best market, and 
the grower getc full valu<C. Our farmers hav·o 
real gri<'vances in this matter. They are re­
moved hundreds of rnil<'s from the market. 
c.nd their produc<C is sold for whate,-er people 
like to pay. If the Go,-ern ment are in earnest 
in trying to bl'ing alJout increasz\d production. 
thev will take some stand on the side of the 
mai1 \\ho is on th<C land. I was plea,-ed to 
notice som{' ref0rence in tlw Fillancial State­
rnent to irrigation in connection with land 
settlement; but I y, ouid also like to 5 e some 
steps taken to form water boards. At present, 
people are putting dowu bores and rnaking 
darns without a."sistance, and there is no 
method about th., rnanncr in which it. is heing· 
done. \'\"<' havo no idea of th" e]cyation or 
a.ltitude. and have no idea of the area we 
are gDing to serv<' when we obtain water. I 
believe the Government should endeavour tD 
take surveys, and establish water boards to 
distribute the w:J.ter for the use of a large 
number of people. It is too costly for a man 
with a comparatively small area to put down a 
bore or make a tank tha,t will serve him 
through a drought; but, if the Governm<;nt 
were to take the matter in hand and estabhsh 
a system by which rnen would be insured 
against. dry spells, production would take an 
immense leap forward, and there would be 1t 

very fine return for the expenditure. I have 
no desir<C to delav the Committee; I onlv deal 
v>i.th questions affecting the great Vi'es( from 
which I come. I fed that there is too much 
centralisation in the cities. In Brisbane and 

Mr. J. M, Hunter,] 
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the su.burhs. W<:' have a large number (1f r€pre~ 
s<mtat1ves who use au influence-! do not sav 
they do it intentionally, but it is done uncmi·­
cciously. Even the Premier is not conscious of 
thoH\ great differences in railway freig-hts 
winch make for the failure or thE' success of 
1he dev:elopment of the country. \Yhile we 
an crymg. out about th<· country g-radually 
becommg mfested with pea.r. we are doinrr 
nothin'\ to see that our la.nd.s are settled. 'r 
believe that were rational and proper steps 
.taken the pest might be finallv overcome bnt 
we a.n~ not going to ovE'rcome ·it. i£ we- pE'r{alise 
p€ople who ar<> prepared to ta.ke poss-ession of 
these lands and clear them. and tnrn them into 
homes for themse-Iv<>s and their families. a:,cl 
incrca.s~ the wealth of the countrY. (H<>ar, 
}!ear!) · 

1fr; THEOpORE (Woothakata): I have 
carefully considered the Tre!lourer's State­
ment: and .. while there are some things in it 
with which ! dare _say w<; may agree. th"re are 
far '!lore thmgs w1th whwh one must disagree. 
I_ thml~ the . ;re':' is being put on in uonnec­
twn ,.,1th some mdustries rather too much­
in connection _with the mining industry, for 
~nstance. One l1on. rrentleman said the- minin!! 
;ndustr; was th<; Cinderella of Queensland 
m~ustnes. I q_mte agree with him; and I 
i~mk that. puttmg on the screw will have a 
d1s:1strous effect. 'I'he Premier, in reply to a 
_;J.ncry f;·m'?- the depl;lty lead;r of the Opposi­
tiOn, ,'•'>Hl 1t w.>' qmte poss1ble that the Go­
yernmC'nt's attitude in regard to the mining 
mc1u,try was controlled by the fact that there 
are ,11ot many ~ining- '!JGmbr~rs. suppc;>rting the 
Gm rrnment. ~f that 1s so 1t 1s rather unfor­
tunate: bnt it may be that miners have rather 
more COJ?1mon sense than other classes of the 
commumty. (Government laughter,) 

::\Ir. WHITE: That is a very unfair remark. 

]~r. THEODOR:E: Anyhow, it is my opinion. 
It_1s rPmarkable that for a number of years no 
mmlllg: member has been returned to support 
that. s1de, and the Government seem to be 
gettmg home on mi':'ing districts by applying 
t~e ,crcv· when makm.'T, up th<'ir finances. 'the 
'Ireu.urcr says on page 15 of the Statement-
. ~n ~·ouuect~on with the Y0te for deep ~inkinz in mine.s 
1t IS 1ntrrestmg to note that the re~nlt.s of advance-:. 
made b)T the State f?1· th::-~t pnrpo~e have not been of 
~~t~~f~t~~;~~·~i~l~. to mduce an increa:?-e of expenditure 

);,ncl he Joes on to say that since 1894- a sum 
<Jf £54A3'6 l:as !'<'<'ll advanced for that pur­
po,-.o Th~.t :s o_nly £3,888 per annum, whinh 
J~ ~ ~-ery _nlsr.e;nrficant sum~ and if he expects 
!ha" 1·~ P,'Oulg to ma.lr0 any material differen('e 
:;::1 1"

1
:{•' returns of the mining indu~t"rv he is 

!naJnn~ a nli~(ake. 'Thol;'l:'h the iml11cdi ,rB 

hf'Pd\ts of the expenditure of public mnncv 
, ip ~.id of prosr:·r•cting a.ncl deceiJ 

[_._0 p.m.l s~nlnn.c; n1u.y not. l~~ ~eE'n, 'Vet it 
. r~a.,Y ha.ve dcv(•lope(l th<-'" industry 

en that ad<hhonal r~n'nue is r<>cr·iYed tl1rou::h 
r,hp ~mlwa.ys. It 1nay ha1.~e harl the 0ffect 'of 
:rr:n..k1n ·~ larger rnarket-.; for the Pr<Jduct~ of 
other inc\ustries. It may ha.ye develop<:•! the 
mdu,try 111 such a way that the Tre·.l·urer may 
nDt notice any re1narkable Jifference in 11r.., 
fiuancAs; but, nevertheless, I conh-...nd tha.t the 
cxpcncLturo may ha.ve been in th<> l.e ;t inter­
es~' of the StatP g·cnerally. I am rather sur­
prh~d to see that the Treasurer intends t:> 
>;;'duce the vote in aid of deep sinking from 
.-;15,000 to £10.000 this veu.r. ThE' moncv 
spent in that ?i~ection. has bee-n well spent. 
The } ~nefit of 1t IS not 1mmediatelv seen but 
unclnnbteclly. there is alwavs a benefit attach: 
111'. to it. It. may take years properly to dr•­
velop somethm~ that has \,pen discovered 
throu<rh an arlvance for deep sinking, and it 

[l}fr. J. Jf. Hunter. 

1s rather unfortunatG that the Treasurer 
should have spen fit t,o reduce the vote. ln 
reg·a.rd to the £2,000 put on the Estimates for 
pro:-:.pecting, it is ~uch an insig·nifica.nt .sun1 
that it will hase no rcwlt whatevf'r. If the 
Uovcrnment adopted the policy that ha.s hoe:cJ 
practised by the Government of \Y c .,tern 
Australia for vea.rs, it would be of consider­
able benefit t~ the industry, and, instead of 
seeing decreasing receipts from mining, in a 
few vcars \Ve \voulcl ~eo a con:::iclera.Dlc in­
crea:!e. ']~he Uovchuneut would do f"on1ething 
to benefit the inclu,try and the pcOJ?le of the 
::ltate generally if they wuuld establish ::ltate 
batteries, State srnelters, and :-::.tate as::-ay 
offices. Kot long ago, when the Premier 
,wa~;; visiting· Xonh l~ueensla,nd, a deputa.tion 
\Vaih-;d on hirn and got his vie\vs on the ques­
tion o£ establishing· a ::;tate as'.ay office. After 
lisLCning· to the deputation, th{l hon. f~E'ntlc­
man <>xpressecl his sympathy with them, and 
sa.id that it was a good object, and that, if 
nothing. could be shown to him why it should 
not be clone when he made inquiries in Bris­
bane, he would be pleased to give some assist­
tance in that direction. Last V<c',ll' when the 
Etimates were passed a sum was voted for the 
establishment of an assay plant at Mareeba. 
It was never established, and this year the 
money has been taken ofi the Estimates. The 
deputation to which I have referred pointed 
out to the hon. gentleman that the industry 
would be materia.!ly bPnefitecl by the expendi­
ture of this money. They pointed out that 
prospectors wer0 not getting a fair deal 
from the assayers who assayed their ore, for 
the simple reason that the assayers were on 
almost all occasions the buyers of ore, and 
that miners could not be expected to get a. 
reawnable assay from men who were buying 
their ore. The hon. gentleman considered the 
argument a good one, and promised to help 
the mPn. He has never clone so. and that is 
one of the reasons why the mining industry 
is in such a bad way. If the Government 
gave some assistance to the industry, and <'X­
pendecl a little more money judiciously in 
a"''i~tinn: the pro~pt ;:·tor Hncl th<' milHW h;: 
<?stablishing State a; •.ay offices, and helping­
them to get a prop<'l' sale for their ore. it 
would be a material a"oistance to. the whole 
industry. Xot long ag-o the Government 
introduced a Bill to deal with mining on 
private land. and in that Bill they proposed 
to repeal the section of the Mining Act 
which provides for a royalty on gold. Now 
r1uring the last six years the average amount 
ne>cei.-ed from that royalty has been about 
£5,000 per annum: and. bv repealing the 
sPction of the Act it is equivalent to making­
a present to the companies who have been 
na.yin•,· th<> royalty of a sum of £5.000 a year. 
That money might very well be retained by 
the Government, and devoted to the purpose 
of as.,isting prospecting and deep sinking. 
The Secretary for Mine;, when speaking to a 
deputation on this subjerc, said that the 
royalt.y v. as an insignificant amount, and yet 
the Government of which the hon. gentleman 
is a member have cut down the prospecting 
vote by this very sum of £5,000. That is not 
fair to the industry. In connection with 
immigration, to which the Treasurer makes 
reference in his Sh+ement, there are any 
amount of unemployed in Queensland. In the 
Northern mining districts for the last couple 
of years there have been large numbers of 
men continuallv unemploved. Men have 
been wandering. about from place to place 
seeking employment--men eager to work, 
and men who are able to do ordinary classes 
of work-and they have boon unable to get 
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it. Genuine hanlship has prevailed among 
those, men through their inabilitv to obtain 
work, and yet the Governmei1t are in 
favour of a vigorous immigration policv. 
They tell us that this nolicy is good for 
tlucensland, and they quote certain figures 
to prove their statements. Although there 
are rail way construct1m1 lvorks going on iu 
North Queensland, and larg-e mining works, 
yet there have been large numbers of men 
continually applying for pmployment during 
the last couple of years, and being refused. 
That is an evident mamfestation of an abun­
dance of labour in the Stat<>. and while 
we have all this sm·plus labour there is no 
reason for introducing immigrants to com­
pete with the men uow seeking employment. 
Large numbers of men have been kaving the 
Atherton-Evelyn chstnct, where th<>re is a 
raih' ay nuw under construction, and have 
gone to X ew South Wales. ::'\ ow if the 
conditions of emploympnt were godcl, there 
would be no reason for these men to go awa". 
I also contend that when large numbers of 
men are eager to accept work at the Chillagoe 
'melter'·· and other similar works, where they 
have to work under unhealthy conditions, 
allll for low wagf's, ''mployment cannot be 
plentiful in other districts and it is also verv 
good evich IlC(' that. ther~ is no scarcity o~f 
labour in (/u<'ensland, and tl'lat the Govern­
ment are _using ~rgum~nts in support of their 
ImmigratiOn pohcy whJCh arc false. I notice 
from the Financial Statement that provision 
i~ made for building and endowing a "Cniver­
SJty. At the same time I noticP that there 
is not a very bip: increase placed on the Esti­
mates for ordinary education. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRcCTION: 
It has be0n con-iclerably incre:tsed. 

Mr. THE0DORE: Xot wrv considerable­
only a few thoucancl pounds.' A little more 
miijht have bee'? clo_ne for the primary edu­
catwn before gomg m for such a big endow­
ment for lJ niversity purposes. 

Th0 SECRETARY ,FOR PrBLIC INSTRCCTION: 
The Government have been most liberal in 
tiJPir expenditure on education. 

:Mr. THEODORE: I think the monev could 
be better spent in making provision for the 
educaticm of the children in the ba.ckblocks. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR PFBLIC IXSTRl'CTION: 
Thc,y are being provided for. 

).fr. THEODORE: Well, a school has been 
clo8ecl at Thornborough. They had a teacher 
there until a month ago, when the attendance 
dwindled clown to an average of seven, and 
the teacher was removed because the number 
f<>ll below the average number provided for 
in the regulations. Now, these children will 
have to go 23 or 25 miles if they want to get 
1my education. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRCCTION: 
\Ye cannot provide a teacher for every family. 

:1Ir. THEODORE: I am quite aware of 
that, but I think some provision might be 
made for these seven childrfl_n if we can afford 
to endow the Universitv to this extent. If you 
go to the Education Department and ask them 
to make provision for the education in the 
baekblocks, they will tell vou that thPy have 
not any money available for the purpose. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIC JNSTRDCTION: 
Have you been there? 

:Mr. THEODORE: Ye~, and that is what I 
was told. 

1909-2F 

Hon. H. PHILP: The Government have been 
verv liberal to vour elrctorate. There are two 
.-chools in vou; <>lectorate now that are not 
occupied. · 

:\Ir. THEODORE: That is so, but that 
pro\~e;-; 11othing. That is because mining 
towns are so unstable. A mining town­
.ship will spring up, and there might be 
fifty childn·n attending the school, and in a 
few wo<>ks there might not be any. It was 
when I went to the department to mqmre 
>Lbout the removal of the teacher from Thorn­
boroug-h that they told me it was because the 
att<>nclance fell below the number mentioned 
in the regulations. We are asked to make 
provision for £70,000 for the University and 
other builcliugs, but perhaps it might· be a 
laudable object to endow a Gniversity when 
we have attended to the wants of the children 
in the hackblocks. 

The SECRETARY· FOR .PuBLIC INSTRUCTION : 
You .said vou were not altogether favourable 
to a "Cnivcrsity the other night. 

:\Ir. THEO]_)ORE: I said I was not 
enthusiastic about it. It would only cost 
about £60 a v<'ar for a teacher for those seven 
children at 'rhornborough. \Vith regard to 
the superaunuation scheme submitted bv the 
Gm-emmcnt for the benefit of the public ser­
vant>, I think the Bill has been founded on 
good principles, and, after perusing the tables, 
I consider it will be a good thing for the public 
servants. I can Iind no fault with this scheme 
whatever, and the Govprnment are giving 
better terms than I could get from the Aus­
tralian :\Iutual Provident Society. 

The TREASURER: There is no provision for 
widows and children in thE' Australian Mutual 
Provident scheme. 

:\Ir. THEODOHE: Y cs. that is so. I do not 
pose as an actuary altogether, but I know 
something of the Australian Mutual Provident 
business. and this is a better scheme. Some 
people think it would be a good thing for the 
Government to endow the fimcl, but it would 
not bo altogether a fair thing to the outside 
workers, unl0ss the Government also made 
proYision for them. It would not be fair to 
favour one class, and a class fairly well pro­
vided for. seeing that thev have permanent 
and fairly congenial employment. If anything 
is to be clone in that matter, I would rather 
see the Government make provision for a 
superannuation scheme for miners. They 
have not permanent employment, and have 
no consideration shown them whatever ex­
cept certain provisions in the case of acci­
dent. fatal and otherwise. and the old-ago 
pension. To advocate a Government endow­
ment for one class is not a good thing, but if 
the Government introduced a universal 
scheme of insurance 1t would be a good thing. 

The TRE.~SFRER: Four and a-half per cent. 
is a very good endowment. 

Mr. THEODORE: I think it is very good. 
If the public servants give it mature considera­
tion, they will recognise the benefits of it. So 
long as the Government do not attempt to 
make it compulsory, it, will be a very good 
thing. The miners get no consideration in 
the matter of superannuation from the 
Queensland Government, although they get 
the old-age pension from the Commonwealth. 
They do not get an endowment on their corn· 
pensation fund in case of accidPnt, and they 
indirectly have to provide contributions for 
compensation out of their wages. I see in the 

Hr. Theodore.] 
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Queensland Mininy Journal an article by Mr. 
A. L. Hodgc;; on " Diseases Peculiar to 
\\~orkers Underground.'' He says-

'rhe 1niner has added to the danger of his getting hurt 
or killed by acC'1dent. a number or :-;pecial diseases 
caused by his peculiar environment. 

},irst among these is miners' consumption, or phthisis. 
It is contracted through breathing in an atmosphere 
imvregnated with dust partieles. It is of ~lightly dH~ 
ferent form tram ordinary phthisis. or consumption, 
where the victim's lungs gradually eon~olidate, break 
off, and the piece:-; coughed up. Instead of this wasting 
away, the m1ners' Yariety consists in the different ..'lacs 
being filled with rtn~t. and thus sealed again~t their 
proper function. The lnngs gradually Phange colour, 
and a fibre-like tis~ue, caused by dn~t inhalation. forms 
and spreads over the porous material. This eause!' 
difficult breathing, the patient coughing freqnetltly, and 
taking in breath with a wheezing sound. 

You will see that this gentleman gives a different 
re.1son for the caw<e of miner's diseaoe to what the 
hon. member for FassifPrn gave the other night. 
The hon. member s:tid it was caused through 
smoking too many cigarettes.· This writer goes 
on-

The technical mPdiral name for a disease rontracted 
through the breathing of coal dust is known as anthra.~ 
cosis, a subhead of phthisis. 

1Yhen metal dust causes the di8ea~e. it is known 
under the name of' tilicosis. Death is the almost 
immediate result of any form of this disease. On account 
of this, every precauTion should be taken for 1t~ pre­
vention. 

And he also adds-
Another miner's disease is known a::. anremia, or 

ankylostomiasis. 

Ii the Governme11t were alive to their duty 
to the miner, and other workers, who are 
essentially the developers of our various indus· 
tries, thev would go into this mattcr 
thoroughly, and endeavour to a·,&ist the 
mincrs. It would not cost much to take pre­
cautiona.ry measures in regard to miner's 
phthisis. If there is anv proposal to endow a 
'uperannuation fund or" a compensation fund 
for any particular class in the cmnmunity. that 
clas" should bc aged and worn·out miners. 
The Government ha:vE' recognised the risks 
that a.re atla.~hecl to the performance of police 
duties, and have endowed the police super­
annuation fural; and, as miners are expo~erl to 
consid0rable risk,.., I think thev should receive 
some consideration. Therp ar8 other di~ea.::;e:-. 
peculiar to mint-rs beside~ phthi~is, and 110 

effort is made by the Government t<l introdueP 
preyentive rneasures, and insi~t upon their 
observance. \Yith regard to superannuation. 
I think the Govcrnment should thoroughly 
consider the whole ma.tt<'r. and go in for a 
··vstem of national insuranc-e such a.s thev ha' e 
i;:, Germany. "·here it is working mtisfactorily. 
I notice that on page 10 of his Statement the 
Treasurer says-

From the:.e figu1·c·~ it will be seen that tre expentli­
tnre is ~till inf're:udng, but. thesl? inerPa~{-~ are lhe 
inevitable rPsnlt of t1w general progress of' the State and 
tbe exp:.wding revf'nuc. and wi11. I am snre. not be 
viewed by hon. member~ as excessive. 

"~hile the total figures cannot be viewed l:Jy 
me as very excc<sivc, still I think that in some 
departntent'4 the 111creases are E'XCeRsiYe. For 
instance. the sclwrlules seem fairly larg<'. and 
the Estimates for the Department of Public 
\Vm·ks ar{' fairlv excessive. Of coursP. that 
department ha;;· to make provision for the 
building of the l}niversity and so on. but 
still th<> figures arc' somewhat large. Sufficient 
provieion is not made, I think, for the De­
partment of Public Instruction and the D<>­
partment of :\lines. I should have been glad 
tD have sPen the G-oyernment make more 
arlenuau: proYision for the instruction of 
children in the backblocb, and for the de­
velopment of mining. In the Home Secrc-

[Mr. Thrndore. 

tary's Department there is a decrease of 
£109,650, which is accounted for by the trans­
fPreno· of old·age pensions to the Federal 
Gov€irnmenb. It is stated in thE' Budget 
Speech that this will reliev<' the State of a 
payment of about £150,000, so that that. will 
be a ·":LYing. 

The TREASl'RER; But under the financial 
aQneement we have t{) pav £85,000 a, our pro~ 
portion of the £600,000 r;eferred to therein. 

:\Ir. THEODORE; Even then there will be 
a saving of £65,000, anrl I think the Govern· 
ment would have shown wisdom if the)' used 
that toward developing the mining industry. 
Does the hon. gentleman think that the mining 
industry is getting a fair deal~ Does he think 
that £2,000 is a fair amount for prospecting. 
or that £10,000 i, sufficient to assist deep 
.-:.:.inking? rrhe hon. gentleman must know 
that £10,000 will not go far in the matter of 
d'lep sinking. The expenditure in the past 
ha~ been irF.ignificant compared with what it 
might have been, ·'<> that that is no basis on 
which to make a.n estimate for what i,.. re­
quired in this connectiou. I should like to 
se-c· the Government spending money on 
rnining in the way thP Govcn1n1ent of 
\YestNn Australia are doing·. 

The Tm:Asl-Rlm; They don't. spend it m 
deep sinking. 

:\Ir. THEODOR.E: Xo. they spend it in 
prospecting. But the as,;istance to deep sink~ 
ing hai< not been altol!ether a failure, a.nd if 
m<mey wao. expended judiciously in this 
matter it would be a great benefit to the 
mining communitv and to the whole people 
imlircctl v. I shoulrl also like to see more 
money spent in aid of prospecting on the lines 
which are followed in \Yestern Australia., 
\vher,~ the Governrn0nt assist miners in the 
development of their mine§ if the mines 
,how a reasonahle hope of developing into 
something· good. The whole thing is con­
trolled bv experts, so that the Government 
always k;ww what they ate doing, and the 
svstem seems to work admirablv. I notice 
i{l the concluding paragraph of the Statement 
the following words ;-

I move that tllere be granted to HL.;;: :Thlajesty, for the 
service of the year 19ml~l0, the sum of £;-10o to defray 
thE: salary of the aide-de-camp to Hi~ Exf'ellcney the 
GovernGr. 

l uuderdancl that that is a purdy formal 
motion. llllt I wioh to oav that I think it is 
high time that Queen,..lanci should have one of 
her own citizens appointed as Governor. I know 
that this is not the first time that the matter 
has been mentioned in this Chamber, but I 
desire to recall the attention of hon. members 
to a para,:;Taph in the despatch received from 
the Secreta.rv of State for the Colonies by the 
Premier of ·south Australia, in October last 
.vear, in wnich it is pointed out that in thE' 
Dominion of Canada Lieutenant-Governon 
for the various -provinces are appointed by 
the Governor.General in Council. and that the­
"'alaric"' of tho-.e LieutenaJJt.Uovernors are fixed 
bv th€ Dominion Parliament. I think that 
pian might very well be adopted in Queens· 
land. I v·e no reason whv a citizen o£ this 
~tate should not aspire to the position of 
Governor. I know there is no obstacle in the 
way of appointing a citizen of Queensla.nd to 
tha.t position. but, as a matter of fact. no citizen 
of Austra.lia has ever been appointed a Gover­
nor b~· the Imperial Government. Citizens 
have fillE'd the office of Lieutenant-Governor. · 
Deputy Gov€Tnor, and Acting Governor, and 
they have demonstrated in those capacities· 
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that they are well able to fill the office of 
Governor. I would also remind hon. members 

that paragraph 6 of the despatch 
r10.30 p.m.] from the Secretary of State for 

the Colonies says · that, if the 
people of Australia desired to adopt the Cana­
dian system, he had no doubt His Majesty 
would be disposed to allow it, and I think it 
i< pretty wel! time the Parliament of Queens­
land signified very strongly that they are in 
favour of one of their citizens occupying this 
position. I do not see that there should be 
any position in the State to which a Queens­
land, or an Australian, citizen should not 
:Bpire, and every consideration should be given 
to such citizens to obtain those positions. 
(Hear, hear!) 

Tbe House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported progress, and leave was obtained to sit 
ttg&in to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at thirty-three minutes 
to 11 o'clock. 
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