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166 Jl!l.illmerran Railway. [ASSEMBLY.l Questions. 

Tl!liRSDAY, 11 NOVEMBER, 1909. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. J. T. Bell, Dalby) took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 

BAKERS' \V AGES BOARD. 

J\1r. PAYNE (111itchell) asked the Secretary 
for Public Works-

1. On what dates did the Bake1·s' Wages Board sit? 
2. 'Vhat was the duration of each sitting? 
3. At how many sittings were the chairman and 

respective members present? 
4. What was the remuneration received by the chair­

man and each member? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. \V. H. Barnes, Bulimba), with the view 
of economising time, read only the answers to 
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questions 3 and 4, but :tG the same time laid on 
the table answers to the whole of the questions, 
as follows:-
{1 and 2)-

Date of Meeting. 
1909. 

12 February 
25 l1e bruary 

4 March 
18 )!arch 
25 ~larch 

1 April 
15 April 
23 April 
27 April 
29 April 

6 ~!av 
13 l!ay 
20::1fay 
27 }In.y 

3June 
10 June 
17 June 
25 June 

l July 
8July 
8 September 

15 September 
22 September 
29 September 
(3 and 4)-

Duration. 

4 p.m. to 4.45 p.m 
7.15 p.m. to 9.15 ;J.m. 
4 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
7 p.m. to 9.35 p.m. 
4 30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. 
4.30 p.m. to 9.15 p.m. 
4.30 p.m. to 9.20 p.m. 
4 30 p.m. to 9.15 p.m. 
7 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. 
4.~0 p.m. to 9.45 p m. 
4.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. 
4.30 p.m. to 9.:lo p.m. 
4.30 p.m. to 9.25 p.m. 
4.30 p.m. to 9.15 p.m. 

{ 
9 a. m. to 11.15 a. m. 
7 p.m. to 9.15 p.m. 
4.:l0 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. 
7.30 p.m. to 9.15 pm. 
4.30 p.m. to 9.:Jo p.m. 
4.30 p.m. to 9.15 p.m. 
4.45 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
3.30 p.m. to 5.15 p.m. 
3.30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
9 a.m. to 11.15 a. m. 
9 a. m. to 10.40 a.m. 

Number of sittings attended by chairman and mem­
bers; also remuneration received by chairman and 

eh member-
Number of 
Meetings Total 

~am e. or Part of Remunerrr-
::l!eeting tion. 
Attended. 

·0. P. Buchanan (chairman) 24 18 10 
D. Webster 24 9 5 
H. Sheard 22 8 10 
A. Simpson 24 9 5 
J. S. Perrin 24 9 5 
G. Goodbew 24 9 5 
J. Leggett 21 7 15 

Total £71 15 

ELECTORS VOTING AT LATE 
ELECTION. 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

On Ghe motion of Mr. LESIN A, the following 
motion was agreed to :-

That there be laid upon the table of the House a 
-return showing-

(!.) 'rbe total number of electors wbo voted at the 
late elections. 

{2) The number or women voters. 
(3.) The number of electors who voted for­

( a) Government candhlates; 
(b) Labour Opposition candidates; 
(CJ Independent candidates. 

(>.) The number of electors who voted as absent 
voters for-

( o Town electorates ; 
(b) Country electorates. 

Question pnt and passed. 

KIXGAROY TO NANANGO RAILWAY. 
APPHOVAL 01<' PLANS. 

CQ;lD!ITTEg. 
(11I1·. W. D. Ar.nstrong in the chair.) 

The 8EOl{E'l'ARY FOR RAILWAYS 
{Hon. vV. T. Paget, 11fackay), in moving-· 

1. Thttt the House approve.s of the plan, section, and 
~Jook of rofe1·ence ot the proposed extension f1·om 
King-aroy to Xanango, i11 length lt) milf''~ 17 chains, as 
laid upon tbe tltble of the House on Wednesday, the 
3rd ::\Tovember, 1909. 

2. That the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Couneil for their approval, 
by message in the usual form-

said : The extension of the railway from Kil-

kivan was built some years ago, and the further 
extension of the line to Kingaroy was finished 
some three or four years ag''· About UlOl or 
1902 it was proposed that the line should not 
stop at Kingaroy, but should be extended to 
N anango, bm for certain financhl reasons which 
existed at that time the line was stopped at Kin­
garoy. Since then there has heen acnusiderable 
amonnt of discussion as to whether this line 
should be carried on to Nanango, or whether 
the Southern Burnett dist.rict, m the vicinity of 
Nanango, should havfl C··>mmtmication with the 
Brisba11e vu/, the Esk line, and, consequ&ntly, on 
to Brisbane. I think the differences of opinion 
between the people immediately interested was 
probably the reason that the extension of this 
line has been delayed. I bad an opportuniLy of 
visiting the Southern Burnett durmg the ordi­
nary recess following the session of 1908, and 
owing to the courtesy of the settlers and some 
of the residents of Nanango, I had a full oppor­
tunity of inspecting, during the time I bad at 
my disposal, the resources ,,f that portion of the 
Burnett district. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: One of the finest districts in 
Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The 
senior member for Ipswich says it is one of the 
finest districts in Queensland, arid I quite agree 
with him. 

Mr. UoYNE: Was not the Millmerran districo 
the finest yesterday. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
say It is •me of the finest districts. In r(•ply to 
the hon. member, I may say that we have many 
fine districts in Queensland right from the 8outh­
ern border to Cuoktown. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. COYNE : And in the W tst. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I do not discriminate at all between the sea­
board or the middle west or the far west. Pro­
bably the country north of Cooktown iR not 
quite as suitable for settlement as the Southern 
part of the State. 

Mr. LENNON : \Vhat about the district im­
mediately north of 'fownsville? 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
said from the Southern border to Cooktown, 
and in that area. is included the famous Herbert 
electorate and the Atherton district. I came to 
this conclusion after my visit to the Southern 
Burnett district-and I not only drove over a 
part of it, hut 1 rode ovPr a g-reat many miles of 
it-that it was not posaible for that portion of 
the Southern Burnett district to be opened np 
by one line of railway. Although there are 
large areas of country in the vicinity of the link 
I am now proposing should be built alrr· •dy 
settled upon, further west there are large areas 
of Crown lands-which are not available for 
settlement now, but will be available for settle­
ment in the course of eight or nine years. l will 
tell the Committee what my idt>.'1 is for opening 
up thqt district, and I say advisedly that this 
Hi miles now proposed is simply one lint< in the 
system for giving the Burnett settlers--those 
who are in it now, and the many thousa.nd'' who 
will come there in the future-connection with 
their ports to the north, to the south, and to 
the ea.st. 

Mr. HA~IILTON: They will have a double con­
nection? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes; to enable N anango to have direct connec­
tion with her northern ports-that is, wiLh Mary­
borough, Bundaberg, and Rockhampton, and 
also a somewhat circuitouE conne'mion with her 

Hon. W. T. Paget.] 
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southern port nf Brisbane, it would be advisable 
in the future that a connection should be made 
between Nanango and Blackbutt. 

Mr. MAUGHAN : Hear, hear ! I am glad to 
hear you say that. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: 
The country to the west of Nanango might very 
well be opened up, and I hope at no very distant 
date. There are a very large number of settlers 
who recently eettled down on Tabinga resump­
tion-150 families I believe there were there 
when I visited it last year-and it is necessary 
that a line should be built fr:>m the vicinity of 
Kingaroy to the Western line. This afternoon I 
am going to propose a further link in this scheme 
for opening up that country: that is a line from 
Oakey to Cooyar. (Hear, hear!) \Vhen that 
scheme i" finished it will prove to be a good 
railway scheme for many years to come. It will 
be nece"sary to connect the length from Nanango 
to Black butt up the Y arraman Creek Valley 
with the line which will connect the \V estern 
Railway with Kingaroy. I am not, of c "'rse, 
prep>tred to absolutely denote the ex"ct 
portion where this should be done, as 
that is a matter for survey. But when I 
was in that district I travelled over ponwn 
of the trial survey made from Kingaroy to 
Tarong, and after seeing the great amount of 
settlement that had taken place to the westward 
of that proposed route, when I returned to Bris­
bane I suggested to Mr. Lethem, the chief oificer 
in charge of rail way surveys, that he might make 
a further inspection of that district with the view, 
if it were physically possible, of throwing this 
proposed line "omewbat further to the west than 
what had been projected, so that it would give a 
better chance to the men settled on t.he Tabinga 
resumption and thoee who I think will be settled 
on Burrandowan-and who are :t1ready settled 
there-a better chance of getting to the railway 
line. That inspection was made, and it was 
found that it would not be possible, owing to the 
con6guration of the country, to throw this line 
very much further to the west. However, I have 
a surveyor in the district at the present time who 
is now starting to survey the route which is to 
connect up eventually Oakey with Kingaroy, 
one link of which I propose to bring before the 
Committee this afternoon if we get that far. 

Mr. :!\1AUGHAN : That will make a whole net­
work of rail ways there ? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
Yes. I thought it was advisable to place the 
particulars of the present proposed line before 
the Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I must ask hon. 
members to refrain from carrying on a conversa­
tion even in whispers, so that the Minister's 
statement may be hAard by the Chamber. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY J<'OR RAILWAYS: I 
was saying that I thought, perhaps, it was ad­
visable that betore speaking specially about the 
route of the proposed railway that is now before 
the Committee that I should give an idea to the 
Committee of the scheme to open up this district 
-a scheme for the future development of what 
is a very rich port.ion of the State. 

Mr. LESINA : Is it necessary'/ 
:Mr. MAUGHAN: Yl:y word, it is. People are 

waiting for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member for Clermont asks me is it 
necessary? 

Mr. LESINA: Is it necessary to make such a 
long speech inJavour of the Bill? I heard John 
Murray introd'llce six railways in this time. 

[Hon. W. T. Paget. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: t 
have not had the opportunity, since I have been 
Minister for Rail ways, of introducing many rail­
ways-! have introduced two. 

Mr. LESINA : \V e want to get on with busi­
ness. 

1fr. RYLAND : Go on, we want to hear it. 
Mr. LESINA: We do not want speeches, we-· 

want work. 
The SECRETARY J<'OR RAILWAYS: 

Each time I have had the pleasure of mtro­
ducing a line I have tried to give hon. members 
all the information in my possession. (Hear,. 
hear!) 

Mr. McWAHY: \Ve want it too-we do not 
get enough information. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There is an hon. member who does not get 
enough information, and the hon. member f<?r 
Leichhardt invariably gets up and says there IS· 
not sufficient information. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Now 
the hon. member for Clermont, who is also a 
leading member of the Labour party-( 0 pposition 
laughter)-twits me with giving too much infor­
mation. 'rhe only thing I can do is, as I usually 
do go along on my own course, and do that 
which I think is btJst in the interests of those 
who have to pass this line-that is, to give the 
information in my possession as shortly as I 
possibly can, and :ts lucidly as I can. 
- HoNOURABLE ME;IfBERS : Hear, hear ! 

TheSECRETARYFORRAILWAYS: This 
is the first link in the scheme for opening up this 
district but I do not think it is a matter that 
affects 'or should affect the question of giving 
connection either with Maryborough or Bris­
bane-I do not tbink that either Maryborough 
or Brisb:tne, as Jlilaryborough or Brisbane, should­
come into it at the present moment. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: There is room for both. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There is room for both, and I hope when we 
conRider this line, and also the other link from 
Oakey to Cooyar, this afternoon, thats.uch con­
siderations will be left. out of the questiOn alto­
gether ; that ~he pr<;>posals ~ill be d!scussed en­
tirely on their ments and m the mterests of 
those who are most immediately interested-that 
is those people who have to bear the responsi­
bility, if there is a'?y .responsibility at. all. 
\Vbilst I was in the d1stnct, I found consider­
able opposition to the line coming into Nana,ngo,. 
and- when I was in Nanango I found consider­
able opposition to the line running further west,. 
so, being perfectly disinterested, I carr;e to my 
own conclusion. I was told that mne years 
ago whilst there was a Royal Commission sitting~ 
very unfavourable evidence had been given 
against carrying the railway !nto Nana'!go. 
Tbat was nine years ago, but smce that time 
there has been a very large amount of land taken­
up immediately in the vicinity of Nanango, and 
all round Barker's Creek and Broadwater,. 
which is quite a number of miles away, there is 
a very large extent of very rich country,, which 
I was sorry to see was not under the mtt'nse· 
cultivation that it is entitled to be under. 

Mr. MAUGHAN : It is fine wheat country. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It will grow anything at all. In order to see the­
fertility of the soil, on my trip to N an!'t:go, 
about 3 miles north of N anango, I VISited 
the farm of Mr. Langdon, and I was very 
pleased to see that three or fonr farmers who, had 
settled in that district, on adjoining selectwns,_ 
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had entered into a little co-operative community. 
~ had very great pleasure in talking to them 
Indeed, and I can only express my surprise at 
the very large areas of scrub that they had been 
able to clear in st1ch a short time, and get under 
cultivation and artificial grasses. They had 
gone up from one of the Southern districts to 
l'i anango, and they told me they had been able 
to do as well as they had because they had 
always worked together-that if there was a 
large piece of work one had to do, those on the 
adjoining farm helped, and then went on to the 
other. On 1VI:r. Langdon's farm I saw a patch of 
50 acres of prairie grass, upon which he fed foety­
five head of stock all through the comparatively 
dry winter of 1908, without any visible climinu­
tion of the quantity of grass. "That alonP spoke 
to me as to the fertility of the soil in this district, 
where I wa" told it was not possible to carrv on 
any cultivation. I also saw areas of land under 
maize and other crop;. 

Mr. HAMIL1'0R: That was the old cry in the 
olden days to keep people away. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
That happened quite a number of years ago, but, 
fortunately, somfl of us were not kept awav by 
that kind of thing. I might say there are "very 
large quantitieR of very useful timber in this dis­
trict. The timbers that are most plentiful are 
pine, crows-nsh, yellow-wood, and, m the open 
forest country, ironbark. I saw two very large 
sawmills, indeed, ttt work in the vicinity of the 
township of Nanango, ttnd I made some in­
quiries, and found they had no fe,ver than eight 
traction engines at work taking the sawn timber 
frC!m those mills to Kingaroy. This had been 
go1ng on for some years, and the railway has 
been losing the whole of the revenue that was 
derivable from the carriage of that timber and 
produce from Nanamro to Kinga;coy. I would 
also remind hon. members that there were also a 
very large number of horse and bullock teams en­
ga!l"ed. in dra,wing sawn tiipber to Kingaroy, and in 
brmgmg logs to the mills. In Nanango itself 
there is also a very up-to-date and well-equipped 
butter factory, and I am given to understand 
that the Nanango butter obtained a gold medal 
at the Franco-British Exhibition. That b 
another industry there that can be very much 
extended as soon as they can get ettsier and 
quicker railway communica.tion, as I would 
point out to hon. members that it does not do 
either cream or butter any good to be carted too 
many miles over rough roads. If hon. members 
will t.nrn to the report of the Commissioner, they 
will find that he gives a full description of the 
route. The Commissioner says-

The character of the country is of volcanic forma­
tionJ from red to chocolate in colour, and vei·v fertile 
especially in the far-famed Coolabunia Scrub. • ' 

I did not say anything about the Coolabunia 
Scrub. That is very thickly settled, and this 
railway will practically run through the middle 
of the scrub. There are also good alluvial black­
soil fiats under cultivation, but not very much at 
present, and at the terminus-that is, the 
Nanango township-the soil is somewhat sandy. 
In the past that has been used as an a.rgument 
against the building of this line to N anango 
because they said that part of the countrv wa~ 
poor and sandy. I say that we have had to 
build. railways very frequently through country 
that 1s poor and sandy for considerable distances 

in order to get at fertile country, 
[ 4 p. m.] but in this instance the line is run-

ning all through rich country until 
it comes just in the vicinity of Nanang-o. Pro­
vided we can get the route down to Yarraman 
Creek school in the direction I have indicated­
that is 7 miles to the right of the route that 
was originally surveyed through the poor forest 

country;-it will run again, aftPr leaving Nan­
ango, r1ght away down to Y arraman Creek 
school, a distance of some 15 or 16 miles, through 
exceptionally rich s01·ub country. The Commis­
sioner further •ays with respect to works-

The earthwork~ generally will be light, with no­
engineering difficulties. The black-soil flats at Barker's 
Creek are subject Lo flood, and a lligh-level bridge 
above fif)od mark would necessarily be very long and 
expensive. I propose, therefore, to build a low~leve1 
bridge, and to cross the flats on the surface. 

-with respect to this remark of the Commis­
sioner's that the black-soil flats are oubjeot to 
flood, I made particular inquiry whilst I was 
there as to whether these flood waters wPre 
strong current waters or whether they were 
practically back waters, and the people who 
were living there told me that they bad no fear 
at all from Lhe current waters on the flats ; that 
the waters came over the flats, and when the 
floods went down simply ran away. There was 
practically no danger at all from flood waters ; 
the flats hecame simply covered with water. As 
a proof of that they told me that none of their 
fences had ever bePn washed away. It is pro­
posed that the rail way should run along the 
main road quite a considerable distance, and the­
total area of private land to be resumed will be 
about lOO acres. 'l'he estimated cost of the 16 
or 17 miles is £i55,000, equal to £3,393 per mile, 
and it probably can be reduced. The Commis­
sioner estimates that the revenue to start with 
will amount to £3,500 per annum, and working 
expenses £2,000 per annum, leaving a net 
revenue of £1,500 pPr annum to meet interest on 
the capital cost. I think when the line gets 
really into working order there will be no loss at 
all. The line from Kilkivan ,Junction to Kinga­
roy last year e>trned £400 per mile, leaving a 
net revenue of £3 10s. ld. per cent. on the 
capital, so that it is not at all unreasonable to 
expect that the further extension of this Kilki­
van line will, at any rate, make it pay better. 

l'."Ir. MACGHAN: According to the Commis­
sioner's last annual report, it is £5 3s. 10d. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
am very pleased the hon. member has looked up· 
the Commissioner's report. This report ·Of Mr. 
Tballon's which I am quoting from is dated 26th 
,June last, because plans were first tabled on 
29th June this year, so the Commissioner was­
quoting the returns of 1907-08, not 1908-09, but 
it makes the case all the better. There is a de­
scription of the railway district in the Commis­
sioner's report. Of course, it lies with the people­
of the district, after the Commissioner and the 
Legislative Council approve of the plans, to say 
whether they desire the railway to be built or· 
not. \Vith these ren;arks, which I hope the 
hon. member for Clermont will not think are too 
protracted-! have endeavoured to give the· 
fullest information I possibly can to hon. mem­
bers-I beg to move the resolution standing in 
my name. 

Mr. LENNON (Herbert) : I do not desir~ to· 
occupy the attention of the Committee at any 
length. I have no objection to the extension of 
this railway from Kingaroy to Nanango. I 
think it is one which is in every sense justified, 
not only from the remarks which fell from the 
Minister, but from the local knowledge of every 
member of this House. It is generally conceded. 
to be one of the lines we ought to pass through 
without very much discussion. Nevertheless, 
some members on this side of the House may· 
have something to say regarding it, particularly 
those member8 who hall not an opportunity 
yesterday of expressing themselves. I merely 
justify myself by saying that personally I regard 
the line as a very important one, and one that 
should have been constructed many ytJars ago. 

Mr. Lmnon.] 
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. Mr. MAUGHAN (Ipswich): I simply rise to 
give my whole-hearted support to this project. 
Perhap• I may say, for the information of hon. 
members opposite, that for the period I had the 
h<>nour t~J repres~nt. the Bmnett 1 urged the 
coustructwn of th1s hne, and I knew of no dis­
tl'ict in (~ueensland, then or now, which is more 
entitled to railway communication. It has 
proved itself so far to be '' source of vast 
revenue to the railway division. \Vith reg<trd to 
the figures given by the Minister just now, may 
I suppl_ement his remark,; by pointing out to the 
Cmmmttee how the line from Killdvan to 
Kingaroy has served a useful purpo,,e to our 
revenue. On page (i7 of the Uornmiss'ioner's 
report we find these remarkable figure.~ : In 
1904-iJ, the line from Kilkivan ,Junction to 
Kingaroy paid £1 UJs. 3d. per cent.; in 1905-(i it 
jumped to .£2 5s. 3d. per cent.; in 1!l06-7 to £1 
2s. Sd. per cc>nt. ; in 1B07-t.::, for snrne reaRon, it 
ciro!Jped to .£3 10•. ld., but last year, HJOS-\l we 
find that it. t>aid no less than £5 3s. lOd. 
per cent. \Vhen I was the member for Bur­
nett we used to get up at 4 o'clock in the 
morning to catch the early coach from Kilkivan 
to )ianaDgo, and we went through two or 
three big stations, but now the whole scene is 
eh~nged-thbre has been a grt:t.t transformnrtion. 
I think by extending this line toN ananao the 

·excellent result' obtained in the fi"'t s~ct,ion 
will be maintained right to X anango. I am very 
glad to hear the :\Iinister say th"'t the Govern· 
me ut proposed to establiR11 a regular network of 
railways in that particular part of Queensland 
which I think everyone must admit has bee;t 
too l<>ng ne[<!ected. Before I sit down I would 
just like to pay n tribute to the splendid work in 
the House and outside done by the late member 
for Burn et', 1\Ir. Alfre.l .Tones. (Hear, hear ! ) 
He_ never lo't an opportunity of representing the 
claims of the Hnrnett <list,ict to rail"'·Y com­
nmnication, and I take this opportuaity of plrtcing 
on record the fact. (Hear, hear!) 

. :\lr. HODGE (Burnctt): I am very pleased 
mdeerl to see that the Government recognise the 
clain1.-; of theNanango di~trict. }1~0r sor~e twentv 
years past a railway league has heen estahlished 
in that centre, with thE> '!bject of getting railway 
cnmmumcatwn. There 1s not the slightest doubt 
that the 11eople of the rlistrict have been suffer­
ing~_I will not s ;y frrnn an injustice-but they 
cenamly have been ouffenng irom the lack of 
raiiwn.y C?mrnnni?at;ion. yo~, 1Ir .... -\.,·mstrong, 
~re acqt:"'.".t~d wnh the (hstrJCt, "?cl you know 
Its pos,Jbdit!es, and you are fam!lw.r with the 
devehpments that have taken place in conse­
quenc of othe,· raiiwayr< that havA been built in 
the district. \Ve have aLright example of that 
<levelopment in the case of the country referred 
to by >il'' se:'ior member for Ip<wich, which 
show~ .c,mcluf.:J \'ely that, insterv1 of deteriorating, 
our m!lw~ty system there has been paying hand­
sornely, n.nd that the revenue l'eturns are increas~ 
ing :ve>,r by year. Accordingto the report of 
the Cot!l.lni.sRioner, the~·e are 8L~.milt-s of railw,1.y 
fro;n Killnvan Ju_nctwn to Kmgaroy, and he 
est.wwtes the e•rnmgs at £4110 per rnile. I do 
not q nitf~ agre~ wit.h tbe Comrnls--ioner'~ t\·timate 
that the <"Wning" fr;r this extension will be only 
~91: JJer mih;,. J:Prorn Mnrg-on to KiPgaroy is a 
distance of t';O,ret~Jing le.-:s thnn 30 rnih..;-;, and I 
can say, without fear of contradiction that two­
thirrls of the revenue j,, collecct.d frnr{, th~tt f. 'C­

tion c,f thr-J lint~; and taking into considt~rat'ion 
the qmt\ity o£ t,he country th.,t, this line will 
traverf:l';>, 1 c,·,nt (Jt nnderstancl huw the Corntnie­
sioner arrives at such n, low ('~tilnate of the pro­
bable earnings. 

The SECHETARY FOH R.\IL \'1"\.YS : It is better 
to under-estimate than to over-estimate the 
earnings. 

[111r. M aughan. 

:\Ir. HODGE: I quite recognise that, but at 
the same time 1 think that, had he placed the 
earnings at .£400 per rnile for this extension, he 
would still have been under tbA mark. It is one 
of the mnst magnificent pieces of country it is 
possible to see. 'There is not thf' 'lightest doubt 
the :'>linister was perfectly right when hB said it 
is one 0f the finest--

The SEDRE'l'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: One of the 
many fine districts. 

J\Ir. HODGE: The ho:1. gentleman S)JOkP nf 
it as one of the finest district:, and I quite agree 
with him that it is one of the finest oistricts in 
Queensland, and one that will certr,inly give a 
very good r:-tnrn for any money that may be ex­
pended in giving it railway comrnnnication. No 
better exten<ion could possibly be submitted to 
Parliament than this and the one that was re­
ferred to hy the senior member for Ipswich, and, 
as the hem. member stated, the return from that 
line for last year was over 5 per cent. Before 
that line was constructed "'m1e of the farms that 
are now fetching fabulous prices could have been 
picked np for 10s. per acre. If you tried to buy 
one of them at the present time, I question 
whether you wonld not have to pay ten lovely 
golden .:;overeigns pet· acrP. 'The ::;an1e ren1ark 
applies to the land which this line will tnp. A 
shol't time ago the G-overrunent threw npen to 
selection some thirty odd selections in the 
Nanan!_U' di:.;trict. It id o\·er 16 rniles frmn King­
aroy to X anango, alld to get to those .seleetion$ at 
the nedre't point is a disbnce of nearly 
3 mile<. The selectiolls were thrown o11en at 
from £4 to £61'er acre, and they wen· all tal~ en np 
under special priority conditions with the excep­
tion of eight, which were taken up under the ordi­
nary agricultural farm condition8. In many cases 
there were as many <ts ten applicants for" farm. 
There is another matter to which I wish t<l refer. 
The Secretary for Hailways referred to the lik"'­
lihood of other branchp,s being extended into thi; 
part of the district, and I would like him to take 
into c"nsideration the fact that the Gm·ernnHmt 
havp a vast deal of unaliewtted land there, and 
it would be very wi"e on their part if tbey were 
to extend their railway;, "IH1 let settlement 
follow. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR RAILWAYe>: That b what 
I want. 

:\Ir. HODGE: At the present time it would 
be possible for the Government to put anything 
from .£]~to £1 lOs. an acre upon the land before 
any milways are constructed, and it would go off 
like hot pies. The same thing woul<l happen 
with re<,,:·trd to those lands that has hap!Jened in 
connectiOn with the lands to which I referred nt 
Nanango. The Assembly >eems favourably dis­
poserl towards this line, and I believe that hon. 
members reccgnise it will be a good thing for 
the country if the line is built. 

Mr. CORSER (Jfaryborough): I ha\'d -:ery 
n1uch pleasure in Rnpporting this railwa~,~. I 
hav" known the country ir;timately for many 
years, nnd can •ay that ;t is all that it has b;.en 
de-cribed a•; bein~ by the Mini •. cer. The only 
thing to be reg-retted is that the line wa:::; nnt ex­
tende<1 JD1>ny years ago. The land is undoubtedly 
good for the first 8~ miles, and after you reach 
Nanango there is a very large are:t of splendid 
scrub country which would he"ve been closely 
settled if it bar] not been such g grA".t distance 
from t"ilwa"'~ enmrnunicC~.ti\nL 1f this line is 
constructed, "r have ro doubt at all that there 
,,:ill be ..1 very large amount of &ettlernent, and 
those who are now on the rich lands in tlut Lli•­
trict will be abie to prosecute thei,· work very 
much b8tt·,·:· and more profit9bly than tbey C<m 
at the pre"ent time. Many of the settlers have 
been stapped from cultivating .ls muc11 as they 
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desired simply on account of the distance they 
had to cart their crops. I am also very pleased 
to hear that it is the intention of the Govern­
ment to connect the railw8y from the Downs 
with Kingaroy. No doubt that is one of those 
lines that should be linked up, as it would be 
.an immense advantage to the people on the 
IDowns. Many of them would like to reach 
the Northern portion of Queensland by that 
route. The line would pags through very 
good land, and it would bring about a large 
amount of settlement. I also noticed that 
the Minister spoke of another line connect­
ing Nanango with Blackbutt. I think that is a 
question requiring a great deal of consideration 
before anything is decided upon ; and I hope 
that before the Minister asks this Chamber to 
vote for such a line, he will consider this point­
that it will be taking two lines into the same 
·district from competitive ports. The Nanango 
district is not only connected with the port of 
Brisbane, via Kilkivan, but it is also connected 
with the port of Maryborough. I mention this, 
not in any way against a network of railways 
when the time arrives when we can afford to 
build them, but because the enormous Burnett 
district extends very much to the north-west of 
this place, and there is no rail way cnmmunic~­
tion with that portion of the district at all, 
although there are millions of acres of land that 
eonld be closely and profitably settled. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: The scheme 
that I outline would open up that country. 

::Yir. CORSER: I only ask the hon. gentle­
man, before he asks thiK Chamber to agree to 
such a scheme, to consider the advic;ability of 
urging railway construction in a more northerly 
direction. I do not intend to detain the Com­
mittee further, because I do nt'>t think there can 
be two opinions as to this being a most desirable 
line to construct. 

Mr. ::\IcLACHLAN (Fortitude Valley): I 
think thh is a railway that will commend itself 
to members on both sides; and, after the lengthy 
speech of the Secretary for Rail ways, and the 
descriptive manner in which he pointed out the 
advantages to be found in the country through 
which the line will pass, I do not think there 
will be much opposition as far as the building of 
the line is concerned. There is one point in the 
Commissioner's report which is worthy of notice, 
and that is the area of the land to be resumed 
for the purpose of building the railway. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 100 acres. 
Mr. McLACHLAN : And is the remainder of 

the land private land? 
The SECRETARY l!'OR RAILWAYES: Except where 

the line goes along the main road. 

Mr. McLAOHLAN: I think the fact that 
we have to resume land at all should be an object 
lesson to Queensland, and should be a warning 
in connection with the further alienation of land. 
vVe never know where we may have to build 
railw .. ys ; and if we alienate land in this way it 
means that we have to resume it in the future at 
a very much higher price than the Crown re­
ceived for the land. I rose principally to speak 
abont the necessity for including in this motion 
some provision with respect to the payment of •· 
minimum wage in the con"truction of the line. A 
lengthy discussion took place yesterday on the 
inclusion of a provision for the payment of a 
minimum wage in connection with the construc­
tion of another line; and the matter was so fully 
debated and the c 1se so forcibly placed before 
the Committee that I do not intend to reiterate 
the arguments used. I did not speak on the 

. question yesterday ; but prior to the last general 
election, when speaking on the Address in Reply, 

1909-)I 

I advocated thP- principle that we should have a 
national minimum wage. I was then of opimon, 
as I am now, that no adult man should be asked 
to work for less than 1s. an hour. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I recogni•e the 
fact that the hon. member for Fortitude Y alley 
did not speak yesterday on the s.tbject, but our 
Standing Orders provide that a debate cannot 
take place on a question already decided in the 
same ses•ion. I must therefore ask the hon. 
member to confine himself to the specific q ues­
tion now before the Committee. 

Mr. McLACHLAN : I propose to move the 
insertion, after !Jaragraph 1, of the following 
word;:-" That the House approves that a 
minimum wage of Ss. a day be paid to adult 
workers thereon." I propose to do this for the 
purpose of securing that the men working on 
this line shall be paid a minimum wage of Ss. a 
day. 

The PREMIER: I rise to a point of order. 
Manifestly no business can be done if, after a 
question is discussed at extraordinary length 
and decided, it i; allowed to be discussed over 
again. 

The CHAIRMAN: What is the point of 
order? 

The PREMIER: My point of order is that 
the Committee should consider only such matters 
as have been referred to it by the House. 

Mr. MuLLAN: The whole question is before 
the House. 

Mr. CoYNE : You are a bit premature. 
The PREMIER: My point is that it is not 

in order to discuss the question of a minimum 
wage, which was decided yesterday, in connec­
tion with this motion. 

The CHAIRMAN: I have already g-iven my 
ruling that the hon. member for :Fortitude 
V alley is nut in order in debating a matter that 
has aiready been decided this ses>ion ; and if my 
J'uling is wrong, it is for the Committee to say so. 
The point of order raised by the Premier is in 
confirmation of the ruling I have already ~ven. 

Mr. McLACHLAN : I accepted your ruling, 
Mr. Armstrong, and proceeded to put myself in 
order by moving the insertion, after paragraph 
(1), of these words-

That the House approves that a minim tun wage of 
eight shillings a day be paid to the adult workers 
thereon. 
I do not propose to discuss the matter at any 
length, as a long discussion on the question took 
place yesterday. 

The PREMIER: What is the use of moving it at 
all? 

Mr. McLAOHLAN: To my mind it is the 
correct thing to have a minimum wage clause 
included in all railway proposals, and for that 
reason I move the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN : In view of the ruling I 
have given, I cannot put the amendment. The 
amendment is ont of order, and I refuse to put 
it from the ch~ir. 

Mr. LENNON: I consider that the effect of 
your ruling, Mr. Armstrong, will be that it will 
be impossible to get any amendment in any 
measure. I feel satisfied that you have no 
desire to so hampet• members that it will 
be impossible for them to introduce amend­
ments. I would like to state that this party has 
no desire to prolong discussion, and that the 
motion can go through in half an hour so far as 
we are concerned. l thenJore hope you will. re­
consider your ruling and view the matter m a 
broader light, and not establish 11 precedenc that 
I think will, perh~ps, cause you regret in the 
future. 

Mr. Lennon.] 
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The CHAIRMAN : I must make some expla­
nation to the Committee. At an earlier stage I 
called the hon. member for Fortitude Valley to 
order for discussiqg a matter that has already 
been decided this session ; and it must be obvi­
ous to the Committee that I should be out of 
order if I wem to accept and put to the Com-

mittee an amendment regarding the 
[4.30 p.m.] same matter. With regard to the 

quAstion raised by the leader of the 
Opposition, the hon. member must know, as 
every other hon. member must know, that no 
individual occupying the position of Chairman 
of Committees for the time being will burke 
discussion, but the member occupying the chair 
must conduct the business of the Committee in 
accordance with the Standing Orders. For the 
information of hon. members I will read Stand­
ing Order 71. It says-

A question or amendment shall not be proposed which 
is the same in sub!-ltance as any questton which, during 
the same session, has been resolved in the affirmative 
or nega~ive. 

I refer hnn. members to the business-paper for 
to-day, where they will find the hon. member for 
Gym pie yesterday moved the following amend­
ment to be inserted after paragraph (1} of the 
motion then before the Committee :-

That the Hom::e approves that a minimu1n wag-e of 
eight ~billings a day he paid to the adult workers 
thereon. 

The amendment which the hon. member for 
Fortitude V alley de~ires to move on the present 
occasion is the same in substance and form as that 
amendment. Therefore, I must, in accordance 
with the Standing Orders, rule that the amend­
ment cannot be put. 

Mr. MANN (Caitns): I just rise to point out 
that in 1908 there were two rail ways discussed 
in this ChambAr, the Mount Elliott Railway 
and the Lawn Hill Railway, and the Chamber 
allowed the same discussion to take place on both 
those rail ways, owing to the fact that the two 
railways were in different parts of the country. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I would draw 
the hon. member's attention to the fact that I 
am Ol1airman at the present time, and that it is 
my ruling which is under discussion. It is for 
the Committee to decide whether I am right or 
wrong, and any reference to what another Chair­
man has done does not affect that .question. 

Mr. LENNON: I am sorry you have not seen 
your way to reconsider your ruling in this matter. 
It is the desire of hon. members on this side to 
facilitate t!1e transaction of business, and not in 
any way to retard the business of the <:Jommittee. 
I gave the Committee an assurance that this 
amendment would be decided within half an 
hour, and I can do no more than that. There­
fore, I am under the necessity of moving that 
your ruling be disagreed with. 

1Ir. LESIN A ( Clermonti : According to 
Standing Order 157 we must consider, in Com­
mittee of the whole House, only such business 
as is referred to the Committee by the House. 
That is the procedure, unless we are going to 
make Standing Orders as we go along. I am 
perfectly content to be guided by a majority 
decision of the Chamber, but it is clear that 
until thE' contrary is determined we can only 
consider such matters as are referred to the 
Committee by the House. Standing Order 157 
says-

The Committee shall consider only such matters as 
have been referred to it by the House. 
The motion referred to the Committee relates to 
the approval of the plans, etc., of a certain rail­
way. That motion we passed only fifteen 
minute• ago. Everybody approved of passing 
it, and everybody who has spoken ~ince has 

fMr. Arm.strong. 

approved of the plans. Now a proposition is made 
that the motion be amended in a certain way, 
and the Chairman h"s ruled the amendment out 
of order, quoting in support of his ruling Stand­
ing Order 71. \V e were all taught to read and 
write at school, and as reasonable men and men 
of the world we should be able to understand a 
sentence written in plain English. Standing 
Order 71 reads as follows :-

A question or amendment shall not be proposed which 
is the same in substance as a question or amendment 
which, during the same session, has been resolved in 
the affirmative or negative. 

It is contended that the proposition that Ss. a 
day should be the minimum wage paid to adults 
employed on the construction of this line is not 
the same as the amendment mo\·ed last night. 

Mr. HA)l!L'fON : It is a different line alto­
gether. 

Mr. LESINA: Ye'; this is a different line, 
but one point I want to insist upon is that there 
is no question as to whether we shall build this 
line or not. No one is objecting to the line, but 
what is proposed is that when the railway is 
being constructed the men employed on it shall 
be paid a minimum wage of Ss. a day. That 
principle I approv<> of, and I voted for it last 
night, and I would vote for it again if this 
amendment was allowed and went to a division. 
But the question before us is a question of pro­
cedure, whi~h is of more importance than any 
other question that can come before ns. It b a 
question which is above party, and I hope we 
shall nAver settle the constitutional procedure 
of this Committee on party lines. A motion to 
disagree with the Chairman's ruling has been 
moved by the le?.der of the Opposition. One 
would e;pect that in such a case the mover 
would give rea~ons for his action. 

Mr. LENNOX: I did not w"nt to waBte time. 

Mr. LESIN A: There would be no waste of 
time in producing such reasons as will enable us 
to come to a decision which will guide the Com­
mittee in the future. If there is any precedent 
for the objection to the Chairman's ruling, then 
that precedent should be quoted for the informa­
tion of hon. members. If the Chairman is 
determined to depart from precedent, he can 
only do so with the approval of the Committee. 
This House makes its own rules. It is a self­
governing democracy. One member is as good 
as another, eanh member has one ,•ote, and one 
vote only, and we fix the procedure of the House 
by the decision of the majority. If the Chair­
man is backed up in a certain line of action by 

.. thfl majol'ity, then a precedent is established by 
·'the majority. I approach this matter with an en­
tirely open mind, which is the only way in which 
we can arrive at a reasonable conclusion. I am 
inclined to agree with the Chairman's reading of 
Standing Order 71, and with his view that the 
amendment moved by the 'hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley, Mr. McLachlan, is the same 
in substance as the amendment which was nega­
tived by the Committee last night. It is true 
that this is a different railway, but the amend­
ment is precisely the same as the one which was 
negatived last night, which was that the men 
working on the , construction of the railway 
•honld be paid a minimum wage of Ss. "' day. 
The amendment which it is desired to submit 
this afternoon is couched in the same phraseology 
as the one dealt with last night, and negatived 
by a majority of one after a long debate. That 
being so, the Chairman refuses to put the pro­
posed amendment of the hon. member for Forti­
tude Valley. A.s the Premier has said, if that 
amendment can be discussed on this motion, it 
can be brought up again on the next resolution, 
and we can go on speaking on this one question for 
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the rest ofnhesession. Sornemembersdidnotspeak 
on the matter last night, although they have spoken 
on similar propositions on previous occasions. 
It appears to me that, before this can be done, 
members should look at Standing Orders 71 and 
157, and they should also see if there are any 
precedents pqtablished in previous sessions to 
guide this Committee. If they do, and they 
ehow that the Chairman's ruling is wrong, then 
I shall vote against it. But if, on the other hand, 
it cannot be shown that we are departing 
from the Standing Orders, which protect me as 
well as anyone else in this Hr)Use, and which give 
no mnre 1 rivileges to me than to anyone else, 
then I will support the Chairman's ruling. 

Mr. COYNE (Warrego): I contend, Mr. 
Armstrong, that your ruling is wrong. Standing 
Order No. 71 was drawn up to prevent a repeti­
tion of amendments of the same character in the 
same meas"re. The Standing Order says that 
the que•tion must be the same in substance as 
the questi?u previously put. Well, that does 
not apply m this case, as this motion is not the 
same in substance as the one which was proposed 
yesterday. The House in its wisdom yesterday 
decided by a majority that 8s. a day was too 
much a" a minimum wage on that particular 
line which we decided yesterday. 

.The PRE}!IEI\ AND OTHER GOVEHNMENT MEM· 
BEH~: ~Io, no! 

Mr. WHrrE: The House decided nothing of 
the sort. 

:Mr. COYXE : This House decided that Ss. a 
day was too much to pay for a minimum wage. 

The PRE1IIER AND OTHER GovERNi\IENT MElii­
BERS (londly): No, no! No such thing! 

Mr. COYNE: \Ve are dealing now with an­
other rail way line altogether, hundreds of miles 
away from the one we decided yesterday, and 
we are asking that Ss. per day be established as 
the mimmum wage on this particular line. I 
submit that they are two different questions alto­
gether. They are not the same in substance, by 
reason of the distance separating the two dis­
tricts. I think this Standing Order was wisely 
drafted, and the men who drew it up did so to 
prevent members of this House from submitting 
questions of the same substance, although they 
may be in different terms and different words, 
after the first question was decided. Looking at 
it from that point of view, which is the rational 
point of view to take, it will be seen that the 
amendment of the hon. member for Fortitude 
V alley is in order. 

Mr. HARDACRE (Leichhw·dt): Mr. Arm­
strong, I am sorry that you have given the 
ruling you have, because it looks as if it is going 
to lead to a waste of time. I am prepared to 
vote against your ruling. There are only two 
objections made to this being in order. The 
first objection taken to it is' that it is the same 
in substance as the question which was decided 
yesterday. The second is that the Committee 
shall consider only such matters as have been 
referred to it by the House-that is, submitted 
by the Speaker when he is about to leave the 
chair for the House to go into Committee. I 
will take those two points. The resolution 
which the Minister proposes to-day with refer­
ence to the plans of this particular railway is the 
same in form as the railway resolution he tabled 
yesterday, but it is not thE' same in substance, 
because it applies to a different railway entirely. 
The motion proposed by the hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley is the same in form as the one 
proposed yesterday, but it is different in sub­
stance bec:1use this is a different railway entirely 

to the one we dealt with yesterday. The sur­
roundings and conditions are different in both 
districts. 

The TREASURER: What was the rate of wages 
proposed in both cases? 

Mr. HARDAORE: The rate we propose to­
day is the same as that proposed yesterday. But 
I contend that whilst a man may quite easily 
vote against a minimum wage 0f Ss. a dtty on the 
railway presented yesterday, hA may find the 
condit'ions so different as to justify him in voting 
for thE> minimum wage for this railway. Suppose· 
this railway was proposed in .the Northern part 
of (-lueensland, it might be quite justifiable for a 
member to a~k that a minimum wage be fixed 
there, as the conditions are quite different to thos& 
existing in Southern Queensland. \Vonld that 
be the same in substance as the motion we 
decided yesterday? 

The PREoiiER : It is just the same thing. 

Mr. HARDACRE: No; it is not. A mem­
ber might have voted against the minimum 
wage for the railway proposed yesterday, and 
yet vote in favour of it for the railway proposed 
to-day. The Standing Order only a.pplies to 
resolutions of a general character. If, yester­
day. we bad tried to move on the railway 
propo~al that a minimum w"ge be paid in alt 
Government railways, we would be distinctly 
out of order in trying to get a similar resolution 
passed in connection with this railway. \Ve 
only desire. to apply it to tbe particular railway 
for which it is proposed. I think 1 hat settles 
that matter of the first objection. 'With regard 
to the second-that we have no power to submit 
anything that has not come before the Speaker­
we are not doing anythin~ outside of what is 
consistent with the Standing Orders. 

The PREMIER: You might just as well say 
that the resident engineer should have red 
hair. 

:M:r. HARD ACRE: \Ve would be entirely in 
order in saving that we think this railway should 
be constructed on a 4 feet 6 inches gauge instead 
of a 3 feet 6 inches gauge. That would be in 
order tq apply to the construction of this railway. 
And we have also the right to say that thts rail­
way shall be constrncted within the next six 
mouths. In the same way, we have the right to· 
say that we will constrt:ct t~is rail way. provided 
a certain ratE' of wages IS pmd, otherwise we are· 
opposed it. I mainhin that we are entirely 
right in this matter, and I am &orry that the 
Chairman has rnled against it, because there was 
no intention on the part of the Opposition to 
waste any time, and, when we took a vote on it" 
we would have let it go. 

Mr. LENNON: Mr. Armstrong, whilst I am 
not going to say that I agree with your ruling, I 
am going to ask the permission of the Com­
mittee to withdraw my motion. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. LENNON: I had no idea when I moved: 

it that it was likely to provoke a lengthy di~­
cussion. As I do not want to delay the busi­
ness, but am desirous of pushing on the business 
of the House, I take this opportunity of with­
drawing mv motion now with the view of 
bringing the question up again on· some future 
occasion. 

Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory): Before the 
amendment is withdrawn, I would like to know 
whether it is going to be taken as a precedent or 
not. 

Jl.'fr. LESINA: \Ve are always making prece-· 
dents. \Ve make precedents day by day. 

Mr. MANN: Before you put that question to· 
withdraw the amendment of the deputy leader 

Mr.Marm.] 
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of the Opposition,·I would like to ask a question 
on your ruling. Yesterday we decided aga.inst 
putting a minimum wage of Ss; a day on the 
construction of a railway in Southern Queens­
land. I would like to know if a railway is being 
~ponstructed in the district of the hon. member 

for Clermont, and we are desirous of putting on 
a minimum wage of Ss. a day, will your ruling 
and interpretation, in which you are backed up 
by the hon. member for Clermont, prevent us 
from moving that Ss. a day be paid in the hon. 
member for Clermont's district? 

Mr. LESIXA : Yes. 

Mr. MANN : That is the ruling, and there­
fore when the next railway comes on-which is 
from Mount Morgan to the Dawson Valley in 
the Central district-I cannot move for Rs. a 
day. You can quite understand the lines I go 
on. If yesterday we asked for Ss. a day in 
Southern Queensland and were refused, would I 
be in order in moving to·day, if a line was to be 
built, say, at Burketown-would I be in order in 
moving for Ss. a day on that line ? 

The PREMIER : \Vhat you asked yesterday was 
to fix the wages. 

Mr. MANN: On one particuiar line. I re-
serve to myself the same right to-day, bec.mse I 
claim this railway is further north, and the cost 
of living will he appreciably dearer than on the 
Darling Downs. The Government said dis­
tinctly they were not in favour of paying Ss. a day. 

GOVERNMENT MICMBERS : No, no ! and inter­
ruption. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order ! 

Mr. MANN : The Government members by 
their votes say that Ss. a day was too much to 
pay. 

GOVERNMENT MEli!BERS (loudly): No, no! 
Mr. MAY: Practically so. 

Mr. MANN: Every member who Apok'l on 
the Government ~ide gave it as his opinion-that 
is, everyone who voted with the Government--

The CHAIRMAN : Order, order ! The ban. 
member is questioning the statements of hon. 
mPmbers in this Chamber. I cannot allow this 
from either side of the House. It is entirely out 
of order. 

Mr. MANN : I pointed out yesterday that 
the hon. member for Moreton accused me of voting 
against the fixed rate of wages ruling in the dis­
trict, and I denied it, and you did not call him to 
order. 

The PREMIER: I rise to a point of order. 
Has permission been given to withdraw the 
motion ? Has it been given, and can a member 
discuss the very question that you have ruled out 
of order-can he discuss that q nestion now? 

'fhe CHAIRMAN : I certainly think the re­
marks of the hon. member rather wide. At the 
same time, he rose to object to the withdrawal of 
the objection to my mling being made if it was 
to create a precedent, and for certain other con­
siderations. 

0PPOSI1.'ION ME>IBERS : Hear, hear! 

Mr. MANN : I thank you for the explana­
tion. I wish it to be clearly understood whether, 
in moving what we did yesterday, we are to be 
debarred from moving a "imilar amendment on 
the next line. You may rule we cannot do it 
on this line, because it is in the Southern dis­
trict; but the next line we ha,·e to deal with is 
in the Central district, where the living is 
higher; and I wish to know if the hon. member 
for Clermont is correct in giving hi" definition­
that your ruling actually precludes me from 
moving that a minimum wage of Ss. a day shall be 
paid on a line in the Central district? If that 

[Mr. M ann. 

is so, I trust you will consider your ruling well 
before insisting upon it, because it will be a very 
serious matter. Even hon. members on the 
Government side, although they think Ss. a day 
too much in the Southern division--

GOVERN)!ENT ME)!BERS: No, no! No, no! 

Hon. R. PHILP: Not a single member on this 
side said so. 

Mr. WHITE : I rise to a point of order. The 
hon. member for Cairns is going back to the very 
same question on which you pulled him up a few 
moments ago. I think the hon. member for 
Cairns takes up too much of the time of this 
House. 

The CHAIRMAN : The question is that the 
objection to my ruling, raised by the deputy 
leader of the Opposition, be withdrawn. That 
question is before the House. I wo.,ld like to 
say, in the kind est way possible, that I regret to 
see he has withdrawn the motion, because, in 
withdrawing it, the question of the right or wrong 
of my ruling is 'not decided. I think I am abso­
lutely right, and I am surrounded by authorities 
to support me in the ruling I have given, and I 
should very much rather the Committee had 
decided as to whether my ruling was right or 
wrong. As it is, my ruling is not either upheld 
or otherwise. No precedents can guide us, and 
as the objection to my ruling ha> been withdrawn, 
then my ruling must •tand. 

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg): The position is"' 
somewhat peculiar one. You rule, I understand, 
that because an amendment on a new line of 
railway was moved yesterday afternoon and 
decided against the party on this side it cannot 
be moved again this afternoon or this session. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. mem­
ber must confine himself to the question as to 
whether the motion moved by the deputy leader 
of the Opposition be withdrawn or not. 

Mr. BARBER: I propose to point this out, 
that while the House was in session last year, at 
the time the Hampden-Mount Elliott Railway 
was before the House, tbe h<m. member for 
Gregory moved an amendment while the Bill was 
in Committee. That was on the lGth April. 

Mr. WHITE: Order! (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. BARBER : The amendment reads­
Provided that no workman shall be employed at 

any time upon the construction of the railway at a 
wage which is less than ten shillings per working day 
of eight hours. 

The PRI<Jl'IIIER : I rise to a point of order. 
I think, as a matter of courtesy to the Chair, 
leave should be given to withdraw the motion or 
not, and if they refuse to grant it, then the 
matter can be discussed. I think lea,·e should 
be given or refused. 

Mr. BARBEH. : I was just reading the words 
of the amendment moved ltt that time. On the 
following day, the ]6th April, the other syndicate 
railway-that is, the Alb?rt River line-the ban. 
member for GregNy moved what is p~actic:tlly 
the same amendment-that no f\ble-bodred work­
men shall be employed--

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order! The hon. 
member i" discu;;sing the amendment which I 
moved out of order. I cannot allow a discussion 
of that kind to take place. He must confine 
himself to the question before the Committee. 

Mr. BARBER: I am just stating that prac­
tically the came amendment was moved on two 
consecutive days last year on two different rail­
way Bills, and, I understand, that because the 
ammdment of the hon. mem\:.er for Fortitude 
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V alley is practically the same as the amend­
ment moved yestt>rday on another railway you 
refuse to accept it. ' 

Mr. MU.LCAHY: I regret that our leader 
has withdrawn the motion be moved. 

Mr. LESINA : He asked the permission of the 
House. 

Mr. ::\IULOAHY: I q'1ite re>tlise that no 
motion can be withdrawn without the permis­
sion of the House. I regret that he ha' asked 
leave to withdraw the motion, but, owing to 
party discipline, I shall not oppose him. 

The CHAIRMAN: I would remind the hon. 
_ mem~er that we are not discussing 

[tJ p.m.] the Withdrawal of the motion of the 
deputy leader of the Opposition.; 

the question before the Committee is that my 
ruling be disagreed with. 

Mr. MULCAHY: No; that is not it. 
The CHAIR::VIAN: I would point out to hon. 

membt>r" that if one member, as the hon. mem­
ber for Gym pie did, rists in his place and objects 
to a motion being withdrawn, that motion can­
not be withdrawn. 

Mr. MULCAHY: "Who objects to it? 
An RoXOl:RABLE MEMBER : You do. 
Mr. :\1ULCAHY: No, no! 

The CHAIRMAN: I stand corrected. Is it 
the pleasure nf the Committee that the amend­
n:'ent mov_ed by the deputy leader of the Opposi­
twn be WI tbdra wn ? 

HoNOl.'RABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
Amendment withdrawn accordingly. 
Original question put. 

Mr. RYLAND: I would like to ask the 
Minister if be has any idea of the amount of re­
purcha"e money involved in connection with the 
re~um:ptio1_1 of private property t~rnugh which 
this lme IS gomg. It would be mttlresting to 
know how much the property owners expect to 
get for the land re8umed. The land will be 
enormously enhanced in value by the construc­
tion ~f the line, in some caRes by, perhaps, £400 
or £o00. 

The Hm!E SECRETARY : The arbitrators take 
that into consirieration in deciding the claim. 

Th<, SECRE~'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: They will 
probably get £2 or £::l an acre. 

::\fr. RYLAND: They may ask a large amount 
for resumption, when at the same time the line 
will enormouRly enhance the value of the land. 
I have recently read a r~port in the Pres~ that 
in connecti.on with a proposed railway to go 
through pnvate !an?, the owners were offering 
the hnd for the rail way free, and I think it 
would be a fair thing if the landowners in this 
district would do the same thing. I have known 
properties to be enhanced in value by thousands 
of pounds by the construction of a line, and the 
owners have also got thousands of pounds as 
compemation for the land resumed. They "bene­
fited by the enhanced value, and they aiso got 
compemation for the land which the Govern­
msnt took to build the line which enhanced the 
value of their property. It is necessary for the 
~axp:-yers of th~ country to know whether money 
IS gomg to be gtven for resumed land in the way 
I b.n·e indicated. There is no justification for a 
line to be built in this way. 

Mr. t:lOMERSET (Stnnley): It seems to me 
that an Eldorado has been discovered in the 
Southern Burnett district. As a matter of fact 
the Son~h<;rn Burnett district has been just a~ 
good as 1t Is now for a great many years, and it 
deserves a railway. The senior member for 
Maryborough h~s pointed out that it is quite 
unnecessary to gt ve the Southern Burnett a rail-

way directly communicating with the metro­
polis, which is its natural port. I have risen 
purposely to say that I consider that the Southern 
Bnrnett can be served by a rail way ~·i£1 Black butt 
to Brisbane even in preference to connecting 
it with the West by Oakey Creek and Darling 
Downs. I hope that the Minister, in his pro­
jected scheme of railway construction, will take 
care that the line is carried in the right direction 
through· this particular country. 

The SECRETARY l"OR RAILWAYS: "Why were 
you not in the Chamber when I was speaking? 

Mr. SOMERSET: I was; but there seems to 
be some doubt-there is m my mind-as to what 
direction the rail way will take. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I tried to 
make myself clear. 

.Mr. SOMERSET: I know the people at 
~ anango imagine that I have been opposed to 
Nanango having a railway at all, but that is not 
the case. I consider that N anango, as one of 
the oldest townships in Queensland, and apart 
from the value of the district surrounding it, 
deserves a railway. The Royal Commission 
who examined that country and decided on the 
extension from Kilkivan, as well as the extension 
of the Brisbane Valley linE', many years ago, de­
cided to extend both lines, the one to Coolabunia 
Scrub, and the other to Stanley Gates, now 
known as the town of Moore. The one line was 
extended to Kingaroy, which is in the vicinity, 
at all events, of Coolabunia Scrub, while the 
other line was not extended to Stanley Gates, 
but only as far as Cressbrook Creek, which is 
16 miles away. 

The SECRErARY ~·oR RAILWAYS: It is bound 
to come. 

Mr. SOMERSET: It is being extended now, 
but under the guarantee principle. Many people 
on that route have been brought under the 
guarantee prinetple who would have had the 
line as far as Stanley G,ttes free from the rates 
they have been subjected to under that Act. In 
their interests I trust that the Southern Burnett 
will be connected with that line, because I am so 
confident of the mlne those lands will be to the 
railway system that I believe the people in the 
benefited area will be called upon to contri­
bute very little indeed uuder the guarantee. 
I hope a line will either be construcced in 
the direction of N ananf!O or Tarong, as experts 
may decide. Although I do not profess to be 
a railway expert or to have any engineer­
ing training, still I claim to have a pretty 
good eye for country. I know, at all events, the 
best way to cut up country, fence it, and so on, 
to get the best out of it, and I think the same 
thing applies to a railway. I take this oppor­
tunity of expres,ing my appreciation of the 
action of the late Mr. Jordan in doing away with 
the red-tape regulations that then existed in the. 
Lands Department with regard to surveying 
grazing farms. It took me five years to get those 
regulations altered, and it was not unt.il l\fr. 
Jordan became Minister that they were altered, 
and grazing farms are now surveyed according to 
the featureH of the country, imtead of to cardin8l 
points as formerly. 

Mr. LESINA : This has nothmg to do with the 
question before the Committee. 

Mr. SOMERSET: I am leading up to the 
question before the Committee. Between Kil­
kivan Junction aud Kingaroy you have to cross 
a rangt>, just as yon ba ve to cross a range be­
tween the Brisbane V alley and Kingaroy or the 
Southern Burnett. The country is being put to­
considerable expenRe in surmounting the diffi­
culties of crossing the range to Blackbutt; but. 
once that pinch or mountain is got over it will 
be comparatively easy to tap the Southern 

Jlr. Somerslt.] 
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Burnett. I have known theN an an go district and 
the Southern Burnett since 1872, and I have 
.always been of the opinion that a great deal of 
the Southern Burnett should be connected with 
the metropolis via the Blackbutt. If such a 
·connection is not made, the people of that 
district will have to pay for a considerable extra 
m~le~ge if they bave to take their produce via 
KilkiVan or any other route to the metropolis. 
I am therefore in favour of direct communication 
via the BrisbanE< V alley. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: I de,ire briefly to express 
my appreciation of the JIIIinister's endeavours to 
give the Committee all the information at his 
d!sposal. . N everth.eless, that is not exactly the 
kmd of mformatwn that I am desirous of 
obtaining. The information I would like to see 
placed before the Committee with re"'ard to 
railway construction is expert opinion obtained 
from th?se who are competent to give the 
1r:formatwn, not only from the district point of 
v!ew, but also from the engineering point of 
vrew, and so on. 

. The S~CRETARY l!'OR RAILWAYS: The expert 
mformatwn IS all condensed in the Commis­
sioner's report. 

Mr. HARDACRE: \Ve bave simply got one 
person's report. I think we ought to have the 
reports of all the experts submitted to us 
to!'ether with the Commissioner's report; and :l: 
w1sh to enter my protest against the loose and 
hazy way in which information is sapplied to us. 
In spite of all that has been said, how many 
members know anything at nil a bout this rail­
way or about tbe district? One or two, perhaps 
who know the district know something about 
the rail way, but I venture to ~ay that 75 per 
cent. of the members of the Committee do not 
kl!ow one little bi.t whether it will be a good 
m1lwny or a bad railway to construct or whether 
it is likely to pay. ' 

Hon. R. PHILP: You are quite wrong. 

. The HOME SECRETARY : The member to your 
r1ght (Mr. Mangban) knows the district. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I know, but we have no 
expert information before us except the Commis­
sioner's report. 

The SECRE'l'ARY l!'OR RAILWAYS: That is based 
upon the reports of the experts. 

Mr. HARDACRE : I think we should have 
the reports of the experts before us to enable us 
to judge the merits of the railw>~y. So far as I can 
see, this is a railway that ought to have been put 
before a works committee. It appears that there 
are going to be, sooner or later, half a dozen rail­
ways con verging on the one centre from half a 

· dozen different points of the compass. 

The SECRETARY l!'Ol't RAILWAYS: No. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: Yes';'one from Dalby, 
<me from Brisbane, one from l\Iaryborougb 
{)tle from Gympie, and cme from somewhere else: 
All we know in a general way is that this is a 
:ich district, and that a .rail way by some route 
IS necessary to develop 1t. The only informa­
tion I have to justify me in agreeing to the 
construction of this line is the Commissioner's 
report. He is more favourable than he is in 
eonnection with mo,;t railways that he recom­
mends to this House, and for that reason I do 
not intend to oppm•e the line. 

HoN. R. PHILP (Towns~·ille) ·: I think that 
if the C?mmi~tee ~ass this railway it will only 
be keepmg fa1th with the promise made to t.he 
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people of Nanango seven or eight yearil ago. 
The line was first tabled to go from Kilkivan to 
Nanango. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: No; Coolabunia. 

HoN. R. PHILP: No, to Nanango. Unfortu­
nately there was not time to get the survey right 
through to :N anango. To my mind, the line 
should never have stopped at Kingaroy. I know 
the route, and I can say there is no better land 
in Queensland than along the route this railway 
will take. A great deal of it is like the Too­
woomba red soil, and, judging by the acconnts we 
have heard, it has a good rainfall and grows 
splendid crops, and I am satisfied the line will 
lead to the settlement of a large number of 

;.farmers. That will be a good thing for the 
country. \Ve cannot build too many railways of 
this sort, and I cannot understand any hon. 
member objecting to the construction of this line 
if he takes the trouble to read the Commis­
sioner's report. He bases his report up0n the 
information supplied to him by experts. There 
must be 25 per cent.. of the membera of 
this Committee who know the country. The 
first man to bring the necessity for railway 
consfruction in this district prominently before 
this Chamber was :i\Ir. McCord, who was at one 
time member for Burnett. He assured us that 
there were millions of acres of Crown lands in 
the district, and that if rail w:;ys were built 
there would be hundreds of thousands of people 
settled on those lands. This i< the beginning of 
tbat. I hope the Burnett will be one network 
of railw,~ys some day. It is far better to devote 
our attention to settling people on p;ond land 
with a good rainfall than to scatter them all over 
Queensland as we have been doing hitherto. 

Mr. MANN : The Minister would have been 
well-ad,·ised, seeing there has been some discus­
sion regarding rival routes, if he had hacl a map 
exhibited on the wall of the Chamber, so that 
hon. members might see for themselves. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The rival 
route discussion has died out. 

Mr. MANN : I remember when the late hon. 
member for .-\Varrego introduced a motion for 
linking up all the rRJlways he had a large map 
hung on tbe wall so that bon. members might see 
for themselves which way tbe line would run. 
From what I have been able to gather this after­
noon, it seems that this line will clash with a line 
by some other route. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No. 

Mr. MANN: That' was what I gathered from 
the remarks of the hem. member for Stanley. Of 
course, he spoke in.a very low tone of voice, and I 
could not quite follow him. \Vith rPgard to the 
Commissioner's report, if the ~Iinister is desirous 
of building a railway, and he tells the Commis­
sioner flatly that the railway has to be built, the 
Commissioner will naturally give as favourable a 
report as he can. I wish to point out that in the 
case of another line I know of, owing to the fact 
that it took the wrong route, I do not believe the 
line will pay for the next twenty years-in spite 
of the Commissioner's report. That shows how 
much value we can put on reports. It is claimed 
by members who know the count•·y that this line 
will be a payable onP, and that the country 
passed through is good, though the Commission­
er's report says that some of the ground is rather 
poor. My object in getting up is to move an 
amendment, Lecause yooterday the senior mem­
ber for Rockhampton claimed that, in conse­
quence of higher wages being paid in Northern 
New South \Vales, the best men were leaving 
Queemland. 

The CHAIRMAX : Order ! 
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Mr. MANN : Perhaps I had better move the 
amendment, and then speak to it~ The amend­
ment I wish to propose is the insertion between 
paragraphs 1 and 2 of the following:-

And that the rate of pay be on a similar basis to iobat 
paid on the railway construction works in Northern 
Xew South Wales. 

We h:we the assurance of the senior member for 
Rockhampton that numbers of our best work­
men are leaving the State and going to New 
South Wales, and as a consequence there is a 
scarcity of good workmen in Queensland, which 
is a most serious state of affairs. The Premier 
said that if that was so, we must pay such a rate 
as will induce Queensland workmen to stay here 
to construct our railways. Members opposite 
would not accept the amendment proposed yes­
terday, and I wish to see if they have sufficient 
patriotic feeling to vote for same rate being paid 
in Queensland us is paid in Northern New South 
Wales. 

The CHAIR:\IAN : In regard to this amend­
ment I must give the same ruling as I gave in 
regard to the previous amendment. 

Mr. RYLAND: I wish to ask the Ministf'r if 
he can gi,·e us any idea of the amount of money 
that will have to be paid for the 100 acres of 
freehold properties to be resumed along the route 
of this railway. I would like to get this infor­
mation, becauoe if this route is too expensive, it 
should be within the jurisdiction of this Com­
mittee to look for another route.. Seeing that 
the properties along the route will be enormously 
increased in valuA by the construction of the line, 
I think too big a price should not be expected for 
the land resumed, especially as I see there is 
likely to be a deficiency in connection with the 
line. Another point to be considered is the rate 
to be paid within the benefited area. A property 
worth £100 may be enhanced in value £900 by 
the construction of the line, while another pro­
perty worth £900, on the verge of the area, may 
be enhanced in value only £100. Both properties 
after the construction of the line would be valued 
at £1,000, and each would have to pay the same 
rate. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No. 

l\Ir. RYLAND : And the man whose pro­
perty is eJ:!hanced £~00 in vallJe will perhaps get 
£400 or £500 from the Government for the part 
of his land which is resumed. I do not }Vant to 
see men suffer ihjuRt~tie ; but, when they are 
ben~fited hy the construction of public works, I 
don t see why they should receive a great purse 
from the Government as well. All these ex­
penses go to the capitalisation of the line and 
make it more expensive to the ratepayers. We 
have been told that we must not pay too high 
wages, becausP it will increase the capitalisation. 
In this matter of resumption we have an item 
that adds considerably to the capitalisation, and 
it is an item that should not come in at all. 

HONOl'RABLE MEMBERS: Question ! question! 

Mr. RYLAND: I say that people should not 
be ).laid big sums for land resumed, for the con­
struction of a railway that enhances -their pro­
perty by thousands of . pound:s. I hope the 
Minister will give the Committee some informa­
tion as to the amount to be paid for the resump­
tion of freehold land along the route of the rail­
way. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
really was not given an opportunity before of 
-replying to the hon. member's question. I do 
not doubt his sincPrity, but I must say thPre is 
no foundation for his fears. The hon. member 
has given a very lurid description of the immense 

amount of money paid for resumptions to land­
owners, benefited by railways going through 
their properties. As a matter of fact, the Rail­
way Department always repurchase the land at 
as low a rate as possible, and it is always bought 
under arbitration. If it is decided that the 100 
acres required to be resumed in connection with 
the construction of this rail way is worth £3 
an acre, then the owners will get £3 an acre. 
All those wild ideas about penple getting 
£500 for half an acre of land resumed for 
railway purposes were exploded years ago. 
\Vith respect to the question as to whether a 
landowner who;e land is immediately adjacent 
to the line will pay the same rate as the land-

owner whose land is a number of 
[5.30 p.m.] miles away and is therefore very 

much less benefited, the fears of 
the hon. member are quite groundless, as the 
rate is struck accordin~.; to the value of the land 
and the locality in which it is situated. The 
Railway Department have not the slightest idea 
of paying one penny more for the land to be 
resumed than is absolutely necessary. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN asked if the vnlues taken 
were the unimproved values of the land or other­
wise? 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN reported 

the resolutions. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
move that the resolution be agreed to. 

Mr. LESINA: Under the power conferred 
upon hon. members by Standing Order 158, I 
move that the rewlntions be amended hy the in­
sertion after paragraph (1) of the words-

That the House approves that a minimum wage or 
eight shillings a day be paid to the adult workers 
thereon. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Speaker,-! should like 
to ask your ruling with regard to the amend­
ment. I am not quite sure whether the decision 
of a question in Committee yesterday would pre­
clude the moving of the same amendment in the 
House to-day. ·The question of fixing the rate 
of wages to be paid on the rail way was discll:ssed 
in Committee yesterday, and the Comm1ttee 
decided it in the negative. To propose that 
amendment to-day, with the Speaker in the 
chair, is merely repeating .what was done yest.er­
day, and the motion is sun [>ly an obstruct1ve 
one. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: No, no! 

The PREMIER : I ask your ruling, as to 
whether the question, having been settled in the 
negatiYe yesterday, can be moved again with the 
Speaker in the chair to-day. 

The SPEAKER : I accept implicitly the 
hon. member's information as to what he assures 
me occurred in Committee. On the other hand, 
I, as Speaker of the House, have ·no knowledge 
of what occurred in Committee other than the 
report from the Committee. Therefore, if a 
point of order is taken with regard to the pro­
posal to insert these words, I am bound to say 
that I cannot see any reason why I should refuse 
the amendment. 

HoN. R. PHILP: I certainly think the amend· 
ment is not in order. It is quite outside the 
scope of the message from the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor. There is no rate of wage• mentioned m th:at 
message. It simply recommends t.he appropria­
tion for the const.rnction of this rail way. I take 
it that this House has no right to interfere in the 
matter of wage'. That is a matter for the Com­
missi.mer for Railways. 

Hon. R. Philp.] 
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Question-That the word~ proposed to be in­
serted (M,.. Lesinn's mnenduunt) be so inserted 
put ; and the House divided :-

~Ir, Alien 
Barber 
Breslin 

, Collins 
Corser 

, Coyne 
Crawford 

, Douglas 
, Ferricks 
, Foley 
,. Hamilton 
, Hardacre 

An:s, 30, 

, Hunter, J.1L 
, Land 

Jlfr. Lesina 
M ann 

,, Maughan 
,. 1Iay 

McLachlan 
, ~Iulcahy 
, Mullan 
, Mnrphy 
, Nevitt • 
,, O'Sullivan 

Payne 
, Ryan 
, Rylaml 
" Theodore 

,, Lennon 
Tellers: Mr. 

, Winstanle:r 
J. M. Hunter and Mr. ~Iurphy. 

xm.;::;, 34. 
::llr. Allan Jlfr. Keogh 

,, Appel , Kidston 
, .A.rmstrong , M acartney 
, Barnes, "\Y. H. Mackintosh 
, ~onchard :Jlorgan 

Brennan , Paget 
, Bridges , Petrie 

Cottell , Philp 
,. Cribb Rankin 

Denham , Somerset 
Forrest , Stodart 

, Forsyth , Swayne 
, Fox Thorn 
,, Hrayson , Tolmie 
, Hawthorn , "\'l'"alker 
, HodgeJ , White 
, Hunter, D. , Wienholt 

Te/le;·s: Jlfr. Wienholt and Mr. White. 

PAIR. 
Aye.-Mr. Bowman. Xo.-Jifr. Roberts. 
Resolved in the negative. 

Original question put. 

1Ir. MANN: While we were in Committee, 
the Chairman refused to accept an amendment 
which I moved, just the same as he refused to 
accept the amendment of the hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley, Mr. McLachlan. I beg to 
move the insertion of the following words after 
the first paragraph of the resolution :-

And that the rate of pay be on a similar basis to tbat 
paid on the railway construction works m Northern New 
South Wales. 

Hox. H. PHILP: I submit that this amend­
ment is entirely outside the 8cope of the Gover­
nor's message. We present the Governor's 
message to the House estimating what price this 
railway will cost, and now there is a proposal to 
fix the wages, and if this is agreed to it might 
interfere considerably with the message from the 
Governor. This House has no right to interfere 
with wages of any kind. 

GovERNliiENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Hox. R. PHILP: 'We cannot increase the 
Estimates at all. If this House can regulate the 
wages of all Government employees, we shall 
have chaos in a very ~hort time. 

Mr. LESINA: Is this a point of order? 
Hon. R. PHILP: Yes; it is outside the scope 

of the Governor's message. 
Mr. LESINA : There is no Governor's mes­

sage. 

The SPEAKER: Do I understand the hon. 
member for Townsville to raise that point of 
order? 

Hon. R. PHn,p: Yes. 

fMr. J.1.fann. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The point of order 
is taken that the amendment-the words which 
it is proposed to add to thi~• motion-are out of 
order. The amendment reads-

That the rate of pay be on a similar basis to that 
paid for railway construction 'vorks in Northern New 
South Wales. 
The point of order stated is that the amend­
ment is irregular, inasmuch as it is outside the 
Lieutenant-Governor's message. That, I admit, 
is an intelligible view to take. I• regret, how­
ever, I cannot see eye to eye with the hon. 
member on the point. What is the position? 
'fhe Committee have considered the question 
which has been referred to them by the House, 
as to whether a railway shall be built in a certain 
locality, and the Committee have reported that 
they consider it a desirable thing to do. Before 
the House adopts that report from the Com­
mittee. and decides that it will commit itself 
to the approval of the construction of the line, 
they desire to put in a qualifying condition­
that if the line is to be built, it shall be built on 
the basis of a certain remuneration to those who 
are engaged in its construction. In the absence 
of any strong precedent which can lead me to 
think that I am wrong, I am bound to say that 
I think an amendment of· that kind is quite 
within the functions of the HousE> at this stage. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER : I would ask your ruling 

again on Standing Order No. 71, which reads:-
A question or amendment shall not be proposed. 

which is the same in substance as any question which,. 
during the same session, has been resolved in the affir­
mative or negative .. 
I ask your ruling as to whether the amendment 
now proposed is not the. same in substance-the 
fixing of the wages on this railway by the Com­
mittee-as that which has been already settled? 
The fixing of wages by the Committee is the sub­
stance of both motions, and I ask yonr ruling 
whether it is in order in moving that motion. 

The SPEAKER: I understand the hon. gen­
tleman's point is : That an amendment in regard 
to a minimum of Rs. a day has already been be­
fore the House, and that this motion conflictB 
with it. I am prepared to say that there is a 
similarity-a relationship between the two pro­
positions, but I do not take the view that they 
are identical, either verbally or in substance. 

OPPOSITION Mi!:MBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The ·sPEAKER : The original amendment 

was, that a minimum of Ss. a day should be 
paid. That has been disposed of, and a proposi­
tion now made is, that the rate of remuneration 
shall be similar-identical with that which is in 
operation in the Northern districts of New South 
'Vales. I admit that there is a relationship, but 
I ~o not think the identity is so close as to bring 
the amendment into conflict with the Standing 
Orders. 

OPPOSITION ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Amendment ("lfr. 21fnnn's) put and negatived. 
Original question put and passed. 

MOUNT MORGAN-DAWSON RIVER 
RAILWAY. 

APPROVAL OF PLANS. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 

moved-
That the Speaker do I;tOW leave the chair, and the. 

House resolvH itself into a Committee of the Whole to 
consider the following re!:<olutions :-

11.) That the House approves of the"plan, section, and 
book of reference of the proposed railway from Mount 
Morgan to the Dawson River, in length 68 miles 51 
chains, as laid upon tlie table of the House on Wednes­
day, the 3rd ::'olovember, 1909. 
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(2.) That the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council, for their approval, 
by message in the usual form. 

Mr. RYLAND : I beg to move that we alter 
the instruction to the Committee by inserting 
after p~tragraph 1 the following words :-

That the House approves that a minimum wage of 
eight shillings and sixpence per day be paid to all adult 
workers employed thereon. 

The SPEAKER: I am afraid the hon. mem­
ber has overlooked the fact that this motion was 
passed as formal yesterday, and I regret to say 
there can be no discussion. 

CmnnT'l'EE. 

T~e SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, in 
movmg the approval of the plans in accordance 
with the above re•oluLion, said: Originally there 

were two routes proposed for the 
[7 p.m.] opening np of the Dawson land. 

One projected route was from \Vest­
wood on the Central line, running practically 
south-west tn the coalfields, and the other route 
the project for which is now before the Cam: 
mittee, is a line running from Mount Moruan 
which, as all the members of the Committe; ar~ 
aware, is a centre containing a very large popu­
lation, aud works are also carried on there that 
require the supply of very large quantities of 
fuel e\·ery year. 1 noticed previouslv that cue 
hon. member who i• intere;ted in that district­
the ban. member for lfitzroy-was desirous of 
getting some information about the route over 
which this proposed railway would go, so I took 
the trouble, iu view of this railway coming 
before the Committee this evening to look up 
the djfference there would be in the ;ailage from 
the"\ alley of the Dawson, 1•i1t \Vestwood, than 
there would be from lYiount Morgan, for coal and 
pro<;Iuce, taking it by the route the surveyors and 
engmeers at present recommend. I find that the 
railage distance would be about 49 miles more 
a_nd I ran it out in this way, subjeot to correc: 
twn by hon. members who are better acquainted 
with the locality than I am my~elf : From 
Westwood to Kabra 20 miles, and to Mount 
Morgan 30 miles, as shown by the plan on the 
table of the House-that is a difference in favour 
of the route of 49 or 50 miles, as against going 
round on the Central line >:i<t \Vestwood, and 
then going round by Kabra to Mount M organ. 
Something has been said, during the discussion 
on the tW<) previous lines that I had the pleasure 
of introducing to the Committee, about the open­
ing up of country to precede settlement. Now, 
part of the railway policy of the Government is 
to build railways in localities which are suit­
able for settlement, but upon which there 
is practically no settlement, and this is the 
first of these rail ways. This is the first 
section of a projected line to connect tbe Central 
with the \Vestern route, vi<< the V alley of the 
Dawson, and 1-'ili Taroom, to a point on the 
\Vestern Railway. It is probable that in the 
future thio Committee will be asked to pass plans 
of another sec cion-that is, a section from the 
'\Vestern Railway toward• Taroom, but at the 
present moment what we have to consider is 
what I call the first section of a line to connect 
the Cent_ral Railw~y with the Western Railway, 
and a ]me that IS. to precede settlement in a 
country that i< eminently St)itable for settlement. 
I had not the pleasure during the recess of going 
over the route of this projected line. I very 
much Wished to do so, but I had not the time, 
but I understand that there are large areas of 
Crown lands that are fit'for close settlement. I 
am rE>Iying upon the reports of the officers 
of the Lands Department. with whieh the 
Railway Department have been working 
in this direction. The Railway Department is 

endeavouring to work with the Lands Depart­
ment in building rail ways to precede settlement, 
and this line, lam happy to soy, is one of the first. 
to be submitted to the Committee. Now, what 
do we find? On the east of the projected route, 
there are large areas of scrub laud, which, after 
Mount Morgan is left a few miles, will be served 
not wholly, but to a very great extent, by the 
present railway. We were not quite satisfied 
that the route was that which would best serve 
those lands, so quite recently I h>1d another in­
spection made, with a view to altering the route 
of t!le line somewhat more to the east, so as to 
get in closer touch or to ruu through part of 
these scrub lands, but it was found ""ain that 
the rail way engineer and s•.1rveyor had been 
quite right in the first instance-that there were 
physical difficulties in the way. The rail way itself, 
on the route that is projected, for the first few 
miles from Mount Morgan is rather difficult to 
build, and had we tried to go further to the "ast, 
so as to get deeper into these scrub lands that 
exist there, it was found that the cost of the line 
would have beo'n practicoJly prohibitive, and for 
quite a number of milei! after you had passed the 
rough country it would have been necessary to· 
run through flood country. I have in my hand 
a report, dated 29th October, made by Mr. 
Swindon, one of our railway surveyors. He says 
here-

1Ve g-et into ftooded ground, which continues for at 
least 4 miles, varying in depth from 2 to l 0 or 12 feet. 
There is no mistake about this matter, as the butts of 
the trees all over the plain are discovered showing a 
definite fiood mark, which can be seen from 15 to 2(} 
chains away. 

So you see that every endeavour was made by 
the Railway Department to get as ne»r to these 
areas of scrub land as possible. It was not pos­
sible to get anything near~r to them than the 
projected route, which is at that particular place 
on the western side of the Dee River. As you 
get nearer to the coalfield this rail way will run 
through quite large are:ts of scrub land, and when 
we reach the coalfield the reports at the present­
moment, I believe, are not too promising, hut I 
am given to understand that the boring shows a 
central sean, of cnal at a depth of 140 feet. 
These borings have been undertaken by the Go­
vermnent in order to locate the right site for a 
shaft. I am also given to understand that, when 
the line is built, the :Mount Morgan Company 
are prepared to take something like 25,000 tons 
of coal per annum from this coalfield for five 
years. That in it"elf is a big inducement for the 
Government to proceQd with the construction of 
the line. But, to my mind, the bigger induce­
ment is that we are taking the rail way into­
country that is fit for close settlement, and to 
precede that settlement. 

Mr. LE~iNON: .Are the boring operations tern· 
porarily abandoned by the Government ? 

The PREbiiER: No; they are going on now. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR RAILWAYS: 
Probably the Premier will be able to give ~;,e 
Committee fuller information on that ~abject 
than I, because he knows more about that part 
of the business. I have no desire to take up the 
time of the Committee further than to say that 
the Mount Morgan Company have intimated 
that when the railway is built they are prepared 
to take 25,000 tons of coal per annum for five· 
years. 

Mr. RYAN : If the coal suits. They do not. 
guarantee t::> take it absolutely. 

The PREMIER: 'fbAy have decided that point 
alre,1dy. They have had a sample of over lOO· 
tons. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
do not know that it is necessary for me to say 

Non. W. T. Paget.] 
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very much more. I have intimated that this is 
one of those lines that all ban. members who 
have spoken desire to see built. \Ve not only 
desire to see railways built in closely settled 
localities where the settler has no facilities for 
carrying his produce by rail, but we desire to 
see localitws given railway communication where 
the land is suitable for close settlement, and for 
that communication to precede settlement. The 
Commissioner goes very fully into the question 
of route. The total length of the line will be 68 
miles 51 chains. It starts at Mount Morgan 
~nd ends practically on the coalfield. Regard­
mg the character of the country, l\ir. Thallon 
says-

For 8 miles from ;)fount :~!organ 'the country is very 
-difficult for railway construction, the mountains coming 
very close to the river, while tbe cuttings will be hard. 
After the vicinity of Mount l\1organ iS lf'ft there is not 
mucll settlement, other than a few goldfield homestead 
leases until the dairying country is entered, milk or 
butter being disp~sed of in l\fount. Morgan. 
Then he goes on to say that a very large extent 
of the Co)lntry has good soil anq water-bearing 
graYel at a depLh of 30 fee~ from the •nrface, 
which is an extremely valuable as.et. Then he 
goes on to say that prick! y pear has made its 
appearance on this country, but can now be 
€asily era~icated. That is a further reason why 
, we shonlrl build this rail way. It is close settle­
ment that will, in my opinion, cope with this 
great evil. 

The PREMIER : And no other thing will cope 
with it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
And no other thing will cope with it. The 
Con•missioner further says-

AftRr passing thl3 Don Riv-er (61 miles), a large extent 
of brigalow scrub is traversed, reaching to within n. few 
miles of the Dawson. 'rhe country irnproyes again as 
the Dawson is a.pproached, there being a considerable 
-extent of open forest, with good soil. Towards the ter­
minus, a brigrtlow and belah scrub is passed through. 
with good soil: and this, no doubt, will be quickly 
taken up and settled when a market is made available 
by the advent of the railway. 

Speaking •gain ae to the wi•dom of connecting 
up the Dawson Valley, du Mount Morgan, I 
would like to point out that by connecting up 
directly with Mount Morgan not only will the 
l'IIount Morgan Compmy have a chance of 
getting coal ecnnomic,ally, bnt the people wl-to 
take np the land along the route will have a very 
big market practically at their doors in ::'.'Iount 
Morgan. Thousands of people are there at the 
present time who probably draw all their pro· 
-duce from the South. From this country within 
a few miles of Mount Morgan they will be able 
to obtain those supplies, provided the district is 
given railway communication. I hope that I 
shall not be trenching on the rights of hon. 
members if I refer to a subject regarding which 
notice of a question has been given for to-
morrow. ... 

Mr. RYAN: I shall be very glad to hear it 
now. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Tec'wically, I have no right to refer to a ques­
tion of which notice has been given, but I am 
really referring to the resolution now before the 
Committee, and I may be permitted tu give hon. 
members all the information I have beAn able to 
get. The question of two different routes was 
very Citrefully considered. The original idea 
was to construct the line from \V estwood. 
Although no estimate of the cost was actually 
made, it was considered that the cost of a line to 
the coalfield from \Vestwood would be about 
£50,000 less than for the line now projected. 
When I had to handle the question, perhaps 
I brought other views to b,ar upon it, and 
after very serious consideration it was deemed 

[Hon. W. T. Paget. 

advisable to connect up JYiount Morgan with 
this area-to start, in fact, this new scheme of 
connecting the Central Railway with the 
\Vestern railways via Mount Morgan. The 
resumption of land, which exercises some bon. 
members' minds, will be-freehold, 116 acres; 
goldfields homestead leases and residence areas, 
53 acres ; but the greater part of the land 
required is Crown lands held under lease and 
occupation license. Mr. Thallon, in his report, 
of cnurse, has to rest bis estimat~ of the revenue 
very largely upon the problematical coal traffic. 
He says-

The estimated cost, including telegraph line, rolling­
stock, and surveys. is £264,178, or at the rate of £3,849 
per mile. These figures do not include lan:i resum­
tions, the value of which cannot be ascertained until 
the line is in progress, but the amount will not be large. 

REVf<:NUE AXD WORKIXG EXPENSES.-'l'he revenue and 
expenditure on this line is problematical, and rests to 
a great extent on the coal traffic, which, so far, has not 
been fully proved. Assuming that the line obtains a 
moderate traffic in coal to :\fount Morgan and Rock­
hampton. I estimate the revenue at £13,800. and the 
expenditure at £7,176, leaving £6.624 to meet the in­
terest on capital, and this result will undoubtedly im­
prove as the country opens up. 

That is, of courde, as the country becomes more 
closelv settled, and the settlers commence to 
send large quantities of produce ovar the rail­
way. The intereot at 3 per cent. on the capitnlised 
value will be £8,000 per annum, so the Commis­
sioner's estimate is about 2~ per cent. This is 
the recommendation of the Commissioner-

In view of the great possibilities of development in 
coal, and the A"reat. areas of Crown lands available for 
close settlement in the Dawson River district, I strongly 
recommend the construction of this railway, without 
whtch the country could not possibly be opened up. 

Then he follow• with a description of the rail­
way district. I think the Commissioner puts 
my views in a very few words in his recommen­
dation. 

::\Ir. LENNON: \V ill tbe rail way be constructed 
on the betterment principle? 

The SECRETARY J!'OR RAILIVAYS: 
Yes. 

Mr. FoLEY: Will Mount Morgan be included 
in the benefited area? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
Yes. I would just like to say that I think it 
would be an admirable thing if we could 
start this railway and get it built without any 
great delay, so that we may be able to >ay to 
intending settlers, "There is your means of 
communication. The railway is being built. 
Settle along the route ; and when you get your 
land cleared and your crops ready, thE-re will be 
a railway to take away your produce." I have 
much pleasure in moving the motion. 

Mr. LENNON: I think this is a railway that 
will meet with general acceptance. LT nfortu­
nately, it involves a very large outlay ; at the 
same time, if it can be shown t h~t the ontlay is 
justified I do not suppose we will quarrel as to 
the amount. 'rhi< railway appeals to me 
strongly because it is going to develop Crown 
lands-which is practically a departure from the 
rail way policy adopted hitherto. I would like 
.to see this principle extended, because I con· 
Rider it is better busine•s t•1 construct rail ways 
through Crown hnde tlnn to repurchase estates 
already alienated. I •ee ·there is a Rome what 
sanguine view taken about the en,rnings of the 
railway bnsed on the fact that it will probably 
enj•'Y considerable coal traffic. It i•, perhaps, 
early in the day to talk abont the coal traffic, 
though no doubt the borings have proved the 
coal to bA there. 

, Mr. GRANT: They have bad shafts down. 
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Mr. LENNON: The shRJts have not proved 
. altogether a success. 

Mr. GRANT: Th®Y have taken hundreds of tons 
·out already. 

:Mr. LENNON: That is a small matter. It 
is necessary to take out thousands of tons for the 
traffic to be worth consideration. I do not want 
to belittle the Dawson R;ver Coalfield. I want 
to know if it is the fi>ced determination of the 
Government to retain pnssession of these fields 
.and not allow them to be exploited by specu­
lators or syndicates. 

The PREMIER : That is the intention. 

:\Ir. LENNO~: I am glad to hear it. In 
:South Australi~t they h~tve decided to purchase a 
.coa.!mine in the 1Iaitland district of New South 
\Vales. If Queensland has a coalmine within 
its own boundaries, it wnuld be a bad thing to 
.part with such a posse.,sion, and I am gratified 
to have the assurance of the Chief Secretary 
that it i; the intention of the Government to 
:etain possession of thi~ coal-bearing area. It 
>s shown that the workmg expenses will be con­
.siderable, and the cost per mile is also consider­
.able. I have had a ctm;ory glance at the plan 
from which I notice that the line twists about~ 
good deal, showing that the engineers mm.t h:we 
.had snrne difficulty in connection with the route. 
Bnt you can overcome almost anything with 
money, and this line is estimotted to co.<t £3,849 
·~mile, . f!:owev~r, if t~w raihv~ty will yield the 
mcome It IS credited with, and lea Ye a profit of 
£6,624 to meet intere<t on capital, that is a sum 
·approaching 3 per cent. on thA total cost; and 
any milwa.y tl1at can rea•onably be expected to 
return 3 per cent. is a very justifiable work to 
·undertake. I trust that ~he. prophecy uttered by 
a very old member of tlns House some years aao 
-" \Vhen the hon. member for Rockhampt~n 
.and thA· hon. member for Townsville come to­
gether, God help Queensland "~I hope that now 
they have come together nothing terrible will 
Tesult. 

The PR!i:li!Ili:R: You hope God will help 
-Queensland. 

An HoNOCRABLE MEMBER : God is helping 
·Queensland. 

Mr. Ll<JNNON: I hope that as the Chief 
!3ecretary h~ts come out strongly by propos­
mg to spend a sum exceeding £250,000, which 
will confer considerable advantages on the 
.city of Rockhampton, of which he is the dis­
tinguished representative, I trust that the hon. 
member for 'rownsville will also prove that the 
prophecy uttered in his regard will have no foun­
·dation, and that we will see a line from Towns­
ville to Ingham constructed at an early date. 
As I am anxious to facilitate the despatch of 
businees, I will content myself with exnressing 
the hope that the line will justify all that has 
been said about it by the Minister. I think the 
recommenda' ion of the Omntnissioner is a very 
.strong one indeed. I think the opening up of new 
country i,, le dly of greater importance t!,an the 
·construction .,f rail way~ in settled districts, 
\Vhile not belittling the necessity for expendi­
ture on rail way construction in settled districts 
I may be permitted to say that I regard this a~ 
a new depaotme, which I trust will be followed 
in other directions in the near future. 

The PREMIER: I wish hon. members toun­
·derstand that the object of the \iovernment is to 
·open up the whole of the Dawson V~tlley by a 
rail way running from the \V estern line near 
Dulacca or Chinchilla to Taroom, and by another 
!ine r!mning: from the Central Railway, where it 
JUnctwns With the Mount Morgan line. I hope 
these two lines will be continued, and tbat the 
·.connection will he right through. That is the 

centra.! idea with which this. line is proposed • 
'rhe whole of that district, larger in area than 
Scotland, is practically of no value to us except 
for gr•zing purposes, and a great deal of it may 
be closely settled. 'l'he Minister for Lands, in 
anticipation of the consent of the House to this 
project, has held back from leasing very con­
siderable areas of Crown lands there. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER : Many members in the 
House recognise the need of getting railways 
ahead of settlement. These two railways-the 
whole project together-will open up an im-

mense area of land. I cannot give 
[7.30 p.m.] the arp,a in HJUare miles or acre•, 

but anyone lo"ldng at the map will 
see what a lar~re area there is in the di•trict of 
the Dawson Valley between thP Central Rail­
way and the \Vestern Railway. The main pur­
pose of building these rail ways is to open up 
that country. The coal is only an incident in 
the thing, although a very important incident. 
I have had a g<>ncl Jeal of l<Jcal trouble over this 
coal. 

JYir. HAMILTON: Do we understand from ynu 
that it is the Government proposal to retain the 
whole of the Dawson coalfield ? 

The PREMIRR : All that is in our hands 
now. A private company own some land to the 
north of where the Government properly i,; situ­
ated, and we do not propose to take from them 
what is their own, but we propose to keep the 
other land. 

Mr. HA>IILTON: All the coal land. 
The PREMIER : All the coal land. The 

]\fount Morgan people made a very exhaustive 
trial of the coal from the Da WAon Valley, :tnrl the 
practical bmine•s re>nlt was that they gaYe us 
an order for 25,000 tons" y<ar, for five ye"r", as 
soon as we can construct the railway ~tnd deliver 
the coal. That is practical business; that is,. prac­
tical assurance which justifies the Government 
in pushing this project ahead. As some hon. 
members know, this coal is not a bituminous 
coal, but a species of anthracite coal, and the 
country is very broken. The coal is more valu­
able on account of its being anthracite coal, but 
there are difficulties about mining. Some hon. 
members may remember that we had a very 
experienced coalminer in charge of that property 
when we were taking out coal for sample. 

An HoNOCRABLE ]}lE:~mER : Mr. Rankin ? 
The PREMIER : Yes, Mr. Rankin. 
An HONOURABLR JYIE:I!BER: We have heard 

about him. 
The PREMIER: ·whatever you have heard 

about him, yon have never h~ard any contradic­
tion of this :that he knows something about coal­
mining. Mr. Rankin was very anxious th .. t the 
Government should allow him to take up that 
land. If he was anxious to take up the land, we 
thought that if the House determined to go on 
with this railway it was good enough fnr the 
Government to keep it. Hon. members know 
that in coalrnining, as well a~ in other n1ining, 
there are certain difficulties to be encountered, 
and that you cannot guarantee what is under 
the surface of the ground. I have followed 
this matter with a ~oocl deal of atteution, 
becausA I think Lhere is a very gr<>at develop­
ment poseible in that district, and I am 
quite confident that v.e are doing a wise thing­
ap~trt from the agricultural and dHirying value 
of that country-in opening up that coal­
field. There ha• been a good deal of dis­
cussion as to the matter of route. The first 
proposal was to take the line from HP-rbert's 
Creek, on the Central line, to the coalfield. 
That would be the cheapest line, hut it would be 

Hon. W. K idston. J 
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t.he longe•t. Then it was proposed to start from 
Westwood. That would be the oecond cheapest 
line, hut it would not be the shortest. The 
Mount l'iiorgan ronte will be the most costly, 
but, as hon. members will see, it will be WPil 
worth incurring the e:<tra initial co,t, because 
the people who settle in the valley will have the 
shortest route by which to take their produce to 
market. The market for the people at t.he north 
end of the Daw,on Valley must necessarily be 
Mount Morgan and Rockhampton, and by this 
route they will be saved •ome 40 miles of railage. 

Mr. RYAN: It is not 40 miles shorter to Rock­
harnpton-only to ]\;fount Morgan. 

The PREMIER: Which is as good a market 
as Rockhampton. For C•lal, ]\;fount ::Yiorgan is a 
bettet· market than Hockhampton, and it is also 
a better market fer produce than Rockhampton. 
But therP is this furthet· advantage in this route: 
that it will give a kind of openir,g out of Mount 
Morgan. Jliiount lYiorgan pe<Jple are shut up 
there. A young man n,t Mount Morgan can do 
nothing but go into the mine or clear out. This 
ra1lwa.y will open up the country between Mount 
Morgan and the Dawson. Th<-re i~ the little 
valley of the Dt>e, which contains land· of t>xcel­
lent quality. The first country going down from 
:Mount Morgan to the Dee level i" very broken, 
and it will b" very costly to take tbe rail way down 
to the Dawson River. Altngether, however, I 
think the Rail way Oommbsioner is wisP in sel~ct­
ing thi~ route in preference to either of the other 
routes. It will be a more expensive route, but 
the benefits to be derivt>d from taking the rail­
way that 1vay will amply justify that expense. 
Jliforeover·, if we can send a large part of the con,! 
trade to l'iiount lVIorgan from the \V Ht, that 
will relieve the traffic np the Razor back, 
where there is n rack rail way. On the whole, I 
have no hes1ta':.iou in ncommending the Con1w 
mittee to approve of these plans, because 1 think 
it is eminen ly deeirahle that that great stretch 
of counrry lying at the back of the coastal range 
between l\Iiles and the Central Railway should 
be openerl up. Some hon. member spoke about 
the prickly pear. In the Taroom district it is 
making very rapid headway, and i• getting even 
beyond TaroollJ, away down the valley, and 
there i• no other r<medy for the pest but settle­
ment. Ther~ is a territ .. ry there as big as the 
whole of Scotland a" aiting sr>ttlement, and the 
only way to settle the country i• to construct a 
railway through it. Such a railway will open 
up hundreds of "quare milPs to agriculturist•, 
dairymen, and miners, and I hope the Committee 
will approve of the plans. 

}Jr. GR~\XT (Rockhampton): I think I may 
be permitted to say a word or two in support 
of this line. I know this country fairly well 
as I haYo been pretty well all over it, and the 
land we have got there is as good as any land 
there is in Queensland, pat:ticularly the prairie 
land. A lot of that land IS held under lease­
hold, but I think the tenure is fairly short and 
the leases will soon be up. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS; There are 
large areas of vacant Crown land, too. 

Mr. GRANT: That is so, but they have 
been kept back for at least the last three years 
on account of this railway being projected. 
If it had not been for that this land would 
haYe been settled on bv farmers and dairymen 
by this time. Going down the valleys of the 
Don and Dee Rivers you cannot get any better 
land in all Queensland than is to be found 
there. It is fairly well watered, too. There 
is a lot of surface water and there are a 
numb<>r of lakes there. They are called lak<:'c­
because they arc essentialiy. lakes, and not 
merely lag-oons. I think that both of the 

[Hon. W. I11:dston. 

Ministers who have spoken are qmte right m 
anticipating a large in~ux .of t:f:e yeomanry 
class as soon as this hne .Is bmlt. Bes1des 
that there are other mineral deposits besides­
the coal. It is copper-bearing and gold-bear­
in" country as well. It is copper-bearing 
co~ntrv right from Glassford Creek through 
Kroombit 'up to Oania and right along to 
l\1ount ::\1organ. One or two attempts have 
already been made to take up copper leases 
in tha:t district. Out at the Kroombit there 
were copper ]eases worked forty years ago. It 
was very rich copper, too. Unfortunat~ly, a 
lot of that land is now held under the Mm era! 
Freeholds Act. 

Mr. LENNON: It is a bad Act. 

11r GRANT: Yes, it is, b<>cause there are 
thou;ands of acres held up under the Minerai 
Freehold Act, and not even a Mining on Pri­
vate Property Act will er:abl~ :you to touch 
it. With copper at the pnce It IS 1!-t the pre­
sent tim<', you want cheap trans1t for ~he· 
copper and coal . and also for the .fiuxmg 
material to mix with the copper. I thmk the 
Hou'e would be wise in adopting the railway 
aftei~ the experience of the last _tvy~ rail,ways 
that were passed in the Central Dr~ns:on. rake 
the Blackall Railwa.y: when that !me was pro. 
posed members opposite said that it w'{uld n?t 
pay axle grease, but last year It paid: 
£2 13s. 9d. per ccnt. 

:!llr. HA~liLTON: "Who was in opposition at 
that time? It was the very men who ~re now 
sitting over there. \Ve were supportmg the 
Government then. (Labour laughter.) 

:\Ir. GRANT: :'\o; it was the hon. member 
for Leichhardt who got up and stonewalled It, 
and led a strong opposition to thf' line. 

:VIr. HAMILTON: It was the hon. member for 
Townsville who opposed it. 

::\lr. GRANT: ::\'o: it was the hon. member 
for Leichhardt. He wa;s the man who was 
most bitterly opposed to it. The other line I 
referred to was the Yeppoon line, and last 
year-the opening year-it paid 9! per cent., 
although we were 'told that that line would 
never pay. Then the Mount :i~org':n ]~ne at 
the nresent time is the best paymg hne m the­
State. It pays over and above working. ex­
peuses no less than 18 per cent .. , and the 'L ep­
poon line paid nearly 10 p<>r cent. last year. 

Mr. HAMILTON: What about the Emu Park 
line? 

Mr. GRANT: I am not dealing with that 
line now. We have to thank the hon. member 
for Townsville for the Mount Morgan line, I 
know. You might as well take this line me~ely 
as an extension of the Mount Morgan hne. 
Even if this railway does not pay at the open­
ing. considering that it is opening a big extent 
of country, and seeing that there is a surplus­
left over the percentage required from the 
Mount Morgan Railway, it would be only a 
fair thing to g·ive that surplus percentage to 
the extension. (Hear. hear!) It might be a 
fair thing tD ask, wh<>n an exto!'n_sion to ':n 
existing line like this is proposed, If the mam 
line returns a surplus, then that surplus should 
g-o towards making up any deficit there might 
be on the extension. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: What if 
there is a deficit on the main line? 

Mr. GRANT: That is quite another stDry. 
(Laughter.) The Dawson Valley coal has­
another value that has not yet been spoken 
about. I find that it does just as well for 
suction gas-engines as coke does. At the last 
Exhibition in Brisbane I interviewed the 
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representatives of the Hornsby and other 
.suction gas-engines, and I was told that the 
Dawson coal acted just as well for making 
power for those engines as coke did. 

Mr. HAMILTON: What about the Admiralty 
test? 

Mr. GRANT: I am discussing suction gas 
just at present. Suction gas is the coming 
pc;wer in the world, and Hwre is no other coal 
in Australia that can do the work that this 
Dawson coal can do in that re,pect. 

:Yir. LESINA: What about Blair Athol coal? 
:\fr. GRANT: It is very good coal but it is 

not adapted for thi,s particular purp~se. The 
Government will be able to sell that coal 
cheaper than coke. 'I'here will be a big field 
for this coal in that direction. The hon. mem­
ber for Herbert asked if the coal had been 
proved. If he looks up the report of Mr. 
Dunstan, Governmen Geologist, on the Daw­
son V alley-it was made a great many years 
.ago--he will find that Mr. Dunstan estimates 
that there are 7,000 square miles of coal-bear­
ing country, and 5,000 square miles of it is 
.anthracitic. It Pxtends right from the Dawson 
V allev to The Bluff and up the Mackenzie 
Valley. It does not do for the same purposes 
.as the Blair Athol coal, because them iM a 
little clinker in it. In all anthracitic coal 
there is inclined to be a little clinker, but 
with a mixture of a little bituminous coal it 
burns splendidly. They even have to mix 
"The Bluff coal with the ClBrmont coal to make 
it burn. I presume that although the :\lount 
:Yiorgan Company will only take 25,000 tons 
-o£ coal a year from the Dawson Valley, they 
will have to take some bituminous coal with 
it to make it burn. This railway is a good 
proposal for various reasons. vV e are going 
to open up new Crown lands that will support 
.a big population. It is also the first extension 
of the line to join the Central and Southern 
sylitems, and it is a good thing for the coal, 
which without the railway would be no good 
whatevPr. I am sure members of the Opposi­
tion will vote for it, because the Government 
owns one coalmine itself. The Government 
is going to work that mine for itself, and that 
should induce the Opposition to vote for it. 

Yfr. HAMILTON: Some of it is held by a 
co~}'any. The Government only hold portion 
of 1u. 

~fr. GRANT: The Dunstan Company have 
spent thousands of pounds in trying to 
develop their mines. The Premier said the 
Government were going to keep all that they 
ha?- got, but, as the ether mine belonged to a 
pnvate company, the Government were not 
going to take it from them. Why should they 
take it from the private company? 

Mr. RYLAND: What company is it? 

;\fr. GRANT: The Dunstan Coal Mining 
Company. I am sure that the construction of 
this railway wiil become a very profitable 
undertaking for the Government. 

Mr. CRAWFORD: I have already expressed 
myself very clearly, and I think sufficiently 
forcibly, in favour of this railway, during the 
debate on the Address in Reply. I do not wish 
now to cover the ground which has been so 
well and so fully covered by the Minister in 
regard to the details in connection with this 
railway. After a residence of about three 
years in Mount Morgan, during which time I 
heard this railway discussed verv frequently by 
tlw officials of the company a,;d by the re,i­
dents of the town, I can come to no other 
conclusion than that it would be a most pro-

fitable line. I have not been able to go over 
the route myself. I was not able to get a loan 
o£ the Governm-ent motor-ca,r to go down in 
that direction. I know if I had been on the 
other side of the House I would have been 
provided with full information in regard to 
the various matters in connection with this 
railway. I am quite certain that the railway 
is one that should commend itself to this 
House as being one that will be very profit­
able. Profitable not mer cl v to the localities 
immediately concerned, but profitable to the 
whole country. In regard to the route which 
should be adopted-as to whether it should 
start from W estwood or Mount Morgan-I am 
decidedly in favour of the route which has 
been chosen. ·I think if any town should have 
any influence in determining the route of this 
railway, certainly that town is Mount Morgan. 
I cannot consider that Rockhampton should 
have any sort of influence in determining the 
route to be taken by this railway. 

Hon. R. PHILP: What is the consumption of 
coal at Mount Morgan? 

:Mr. CRAWFORD: Had I been on that side 
of the House, I dare say I should have been 
provided with full figures in regard to the coal 
consumption by the ~Iount i\1organ Company, 
but as that company opposed me in every pos­
sible way in my endeavours to come to_ this 
House, they have not yet got over their bitter­
ness, and do not recognise my being here, 
sufficiently to acquaint me with thos-e details. 
I dare say, however, that company, with the 
consummate wisdom which has always influ­
enced their actions, will come round to regard 
me as a person of some degree of importance 
in this House. The Rockhampton Bulletin has 
told me I a,m a most conceited man, and of 
course I must act up to that reputation. 
(Laughter.) The Rockhampton Bulletin has 
never been known to fail in its assertions in 
regard to any candidate for Parliament. That 
apart, I am very glad to be in this House at 
the time this important railway is proposed, 
and to feel that it is a railway I can support. 
It is not wholly in my electorate-it passes out 
after it traverses a few miles. I think the most 
difficult portion of it goes through my electo­
rate, and then it passes into the Port Curtis 
electorate. I have not had an opportunity of 
going over the country through which it will 
pass, but I am quite certain it will open up 
very good country. The Mount :\lorgan ~line 
has a very flourishing and healthy appetite for 
timber, aucl it is already drawing its supplies 
of timber from many places on the line to 
Rockhampton; but I believe it would be able 
to obtain great quantities of the timber which 
it requires from this line when it is constructed. 
In that way it will give employment to a large 
number of people, and in opening up avenues 
for the employment of people we are always 
acting wisely. In giving authority for the 
construction of this line, we are giving autho­
rity for the employment of a great number of 
people-for those immigrants whom the Pre­
mier is now bringing ~o the country by every 
vesseL There are, as has bc<ln pointed out, 
various mineral areas along· the course of this 
railway, areas which have not been worked 
owing, I believe, to the fact that it would ccst 
a very gr<?at deal to bring- the products to a 
market. These mineral fields will now be 
opened up because this railway will make it 
possible for those who are immediately con­
cerned in openimr them up to bring the1r pro­
ducts to the nea~est market. Further. I have 
been informed by those who have gone ov~r 
everv mile of the count~y-those who know It 
ver;/ intimately-that down at the lower end 

llfr. Cra?cford.] 
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there will be available large areas for closer 
settlement; and, on the other hand, that there 
are a great many poople just now looking 
through that part of the country and endeavour­
ing to stake out, if I may say so, suitable areas 
upon which to settle. In building this railway 
to that locality we are making it far more easy 
for tho,e who wish to go there to build up their 
homh. and, I hope, rear families which will be 
the backbone of that part of the countrv. I 
kno"· from conversations which I have· had 
with vaxious officials of the company in :\Iount. 
lllor!!an that they. view this line as being one 
most favourable to themselves. and when I 
speak or the Mount Morgan Company, I wish 
it to be distinctly understood that I have not 
merely the company in view, bi1t a town of 
som2thillg lilw 16,000 inhe.bitants. That is a 
Y~:ry great and hnportant conside-ration. I do 
'llOt think this House will pass the line merely 
to suit the company, but we must take into 
consideration tlw legitimat., demands of a 
grea<· town such as :\fount l\lorgan undoubtedly 
is-an in1portant and growing town. And let 
me -,a,y this: There a,re building·s going np in 
almost ewry direction in ::\lount :Uorga,n, a.nd 
built1.ers are expe-riencing p.;reat difficult~: 111 

obtmnin:; suitable supplies of hmber, bm c•y 
openiug up this country 1Jy a. railway. the 
obtuinin.!! of those supplie•< of timbers will be 
greatly £acilita,t-ed. and the co<t of building 
will necc.ssm·ilv becom<e le". I am very much 
in fa;wnr of the policy of connecting all these 
bra,nch line,; of railv·o.ys. I think it a wrong 
polic\ to Tun a line into a corner and let it 
stop 'rher<'. There ,1-,ould be the idea, •.•:h<O>n 
wE> C{l!.-~struct railways. c£ continuing them 
right. through, so that th{_lr(' may be a con~ec~ 
tion all tlnough the country. instead of ha,vm[, 
here a,ncl there. mere branch lines ending in 
a corner. and simply forming a ~ort of bag in 
which a great number of people are compelled 
to reside. a,nd from which there is only one 
egress. I was very glad also to have the 
indica:ion from the ~.linisteria,J benches that 
we are s·oing to haw: that which I advocated 
in mv first speech here--a Sta,te coa,lmine. I 
a,m ,:erv gla,d indeed that the ::\Iinistry ha' 
ta,ken t!1e a,dvice which I gave them, a,nd have 
taken the necessa,ry steps· to establish a State 
coa.lmine. I hope they will continue that idea. 
It is a, wry good idea,. a,nd I believe will turn 
out moct successful. I do not wish to ta,ke 
up thf' time of the Committef' a,ny longer, be­
cause I am anxious that a beginning should 
be made with the comtruction of this line. 
There is only one "fly in the ointment," if 
I mav sa,v eo, in regard to the line before th" 
House. t'pon tha,t matter I a,m not allowed 
to speak a,t present, and I wili conclude my 
remarks by simply moving tha,t the resolution 
be amended by adding the words-

That the House approves of a minimum wage of eight 
shillings ana fonrpence a <!ay being paid to the adult 
workers employed thereon. 

The CHAIRMAN : I think the Committee 
has seen the amendment proposed by the hon. 
member who has just resumed his sea,t. In 
a,ccordance with a ruling- I gave this afternoon 
on a proposed amendment to a, previo'ls resolu­
tion. I rule that the a,mendment is one which 
I ca,nnot put from the Chair. I therefore 
refuse to submit the proposition to the Qom­
mittee. 

Mr. LE~NON: I really feel that I shall have 
to express a protest a,gainst your ruling in thio 
matter. beca,use since your last ruling on a, 

· previous amendment we have had 
[8 p.m.] a ruling from the Speaker's Chair 

on a, somewhat similar amend­
ment, and the Spea,ker ruled that a motion 

[3.fr. Crawford. 

somewhat similar to this wa,s, in his opinion" 
in order. I hope, Sir, that xou ha,ve not. 
made up your mind fina,lly upon this mat.ter, 
or that you intend to adhere to your rulmg, 
and before I move that your ruling be dis­
agreed with I sha,ll be glad if you will express 
your opinion on the matter. 

The CHAIR:\rAl'\ : The deputy lea,der of 
the Opposition ha,ving- asked me a quest10n, I 
ma,y ·sa,v that, as Chairman of this Committee, 
I think mv ruling is in accordance with the 
Standing (Jrders of this House. I a,m sup­
ported in my ruling with sufficient a,uthority, 
a,nd a,s a natural consequence I intend to 
adhere to n1y decision. * 

The PREMIER: I hope the deputy lea,der 
of the Opposition and his friends on the other· 
side will not push this ma,tter. It is substan­
tially moving the '<lme motion a,s before. 

Mr. HA:lfiLTO:-i': Not at all. 
The PRE:ifiER: I do not say the sa,me· 

motion, but it is substa,ntially the same· 
motion. IV e will fix the ra,te of wages in pass­
ing it. 

2\fr. HAMILTON: \Ve do not fix the rate; we· 
only fix the minimum wage. 

The PREMIER:: I am quite a,ware tba,t you 
want to do that. and W<' have discussed the 
matter two davs now. If vou wa,nt to play 
f;,ir a,nd rea,sOJ{ably, why not g-et on with th€> 
motion? I do not say much a.llout yc·terday. 
beca,use members W('re perh 1-ps entitled to 
discuss the matter, a,lthough I think they were 
wrong, but it is a matter for them. Having 
now had a full discussion, what good purpose 
is to be served by questioning the ruling of 
thP Chairman or going on with this? It i~ 
onlv wasting time, in my opinion. I do not 
think you should cha,llenge the Chairman's 
ruling. It is certa,inly not desira,ble in this 
torrid weather to open the door to such a 
'vaste of time 

:Yir. LENNON: Although the wea,ther ma,y 
be getting on to the torrid sta,ge, the Opposi­
tion rega,rd your ruling as one tha,t is cal­
culated to tie us up in a, very tight manner 
indeed on all future discussions in this House. 
\Ye think we ''hall be practically deba,rred 
from the privilege of moving amendments at 
all, and. with a,ll respect to the Chair-I do 
not wish to sa,y a,nything disrespectful-and 
without wasting a,ny time, I feel called upon 
to moye tha,t your ruling be disagreed to. 

i\Ir. HAMILTON: It is not a, very plea,sa,nt 
thing for hon. members to have to move that 
the ruling of the Speaker or Chairman be dis­
agreed with, but a,t times it is a duty which 
we ha,ve to perform. If a member feels tha,t 
the ruling is a wrong one, then he has a right 
to move tha,t it be disagreed to. While you 
ma,y be ea,rnest in thinking that you are quite 
right in your ruling, I a,m just as equally 
earnest in my opinion that your ruling is 
wrong. This is a, different question altogether 
to what wa,s settled yesterda,y. There a,re two 
railways, one in the Southern portion of the 
State a,nd this is in the Central portion of the 
Sta,te, a,nd they a,re hundreds of miles apart. 
The conditions of living are different. I think 
in every public department of the State it is 
recognised tha,t the conditions of living vary 
in different portions of the State, and provi­
sion is ma,de for certain allowances to be 
given. Xot only are they two distinct rail­
wavs, but even the amounts a,re different. 
Now, if your ruling is right, then it debars us 
on all future occa,sions-even supposing later 
in the session a ra,ilwa,y was brought up for 
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the Gulf of Carpentaria-from bringing in an 
amendment or motion of this sort bv the 
ruling which you have just given. -

The PREMIER: Yes, but you have discussed 
the matter the day before. 

::Hr. HAMILTON: I say we have not dis­
cussed the matter. Thev are two different 
railways in two different portions of the State. 
Two different rates of pay are stipulated. and I 
hold--

The GHAIR:\IAJ\': Order! As the question 
before the Committee is that my rulin!! be 
disagreed to, I ask hon. members to coi1fine 
themselves to discussing whether my ruling is 
wrong under the Standing Orders of this 
House. 

GOYER)-;3lENT :'.I EMBERS: Hear, hear! 
:'.fr. HAliiLTON: I was endeavouring to show 

that. 
The CHAIR.:i\IAN: I do not wish to debate 

that with the hon. member for Gre,.orv. :'.lv 
~uling- is based upon Standing Ord~r -71, and 
m order to show I am wrong I should like 
hon. members to discUi'' it from the point of 
view of the Standing Orders. 

1\lr, HAMILTO~: I take it that you rule, 
accordm;r to your mterpr·etation of Standin" 
Order ll.. that this amendment is of the sam: 
subsrauc·c· as the amendment which was moved 
by the junior member for Gympie yesterday. 
I am trymg to show that they are not auite 
the same in Sl_lbstance. and that is why I "sup­
port the motwn of the leader of this partv 
that your ruling be disagreed to. I would sa~ 
they are not the same in substanc;,. If vour 
ruling is upheld by the Committee the~ we 
shall be bound by' it on all future 'occasions. 
It _is only a question of degree. \Vhether two 
rarlwa:N a.re 200 or 1,000 miles apart your 
ruling will hold good. ' 

:'.Ir. :UANN: It is a very unpleasant duty 
for hon. members to be called upon to dis­
agree w!th ;vour r~ling, Mr. Armstrong. If 
Y.our ru1mg Is sustam;ecl b;v the Committee, it 
Simply means that rt wrll be a dangerous 
weapon in the hands of an unscrupulous Go­
vernment. It may be u.sed to prev<mt any 
hon. n1en1ber moving an amendment on anv 
busine>s that comes before this Chamber. 
Hon. members will have to swallow a Bill 
holus-bolus. because, if they attempt to move 
a'! amendment, your ruling· on this occasion 
wrll be brought forward as a precedent, and it 
will be argued that it is competent for a 
Chairman to refuse to accept any amendment. 

The TREASURER: No; a similar amendment. 

Mr. MANN: Any amendment. With vour 
knowledge of this .country, Mr. Armstrong, 
you know that a rarlway on the Downs and a 
railway in Central Queensland are two entirely 
different propostions, and that the cost of liv­
ing is greater in Central Queensland than it is 
in Southem Queensland. Vi'bile the Govern­
ment may have been right in refusing to vote 
for Ss. a. day in Southern Queensland, I claim 
that we have a perfect right to test the feeling 
of the Committee again, and see if there is 
not sufficient humanity in hon. members oppo­
site to induce them to vote for Ss. 4d. a day 
for the men working on a railway in Central 
Queensland. I know you have the instincts 
of a gentleman, and I wish you not to consider 
this from a mere party point of view, but to 
consider the> honour and dignity of the Cham­
ber. and to realise that for all time your ruling 
will go down, in my opinion, as a biassed 

ruling-that it will go down to history that 
you haYe allowed yourself to be used by the 
Government to block the Opposition. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order! 

:\lr. MANJ\': What do you object to in my 
speech, :Hr. Armstrong? 

Hon. R. PHILP: Your honour and dignity. 

Mr. :'.IANN: :\Iy honour and dignity will 
compare very favourably with those of . the 
hon. gentleman. I never got any sovereigns 
from a Chinaman. 

Hox. R. PHILP: I say distinctly that I 
never accepted one shilling· from any China­
man in mv lif0. The hon. member has worked 
for tlwm. ·though. 

:'.Ir. :\IANN: It only shows how thin­
skinned the hon. member is. I onlv said that 
I had never done it, but apparently the cap 
fitted the hon. member, because he jumped up 
and said that he had not done it. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Tell the truth. 

;\Ir. MAN?\: As to working for a China­
man, I never did such a thing, unless that by 
working for Burns, Philp, and Co. I workc>d 
for Chinamen. I was saying, l.\Ir. Armstrong, 
that your ruling will go down to history as 
a ruling· in support of the Governll!ent-not 
given on the merits of the question, but simply 
to allow the Government, as the Premier said, 
to g<'t through their business before the hot 
weather starts. Now, I claim that every pro­
position that comes before this Chamber should 
be discussed in a rational manner, without 
regard to the weather. It is the duty of this 
Committc<:> to protect Ei:s far as it can, the 
interests of the worke;s on the railways, and, 
whether the weather is hot or cold, I intend 
to fight all I can to see that this Chambe1· is 
permitted to insert a provision to pay a man .a 
decent wage. It may be arg·ued that, as th1s 
railway is to be built by the Government, there 
is nc. nec·essity for such a provision. but pa.st 
experience ha.p. shown us that the Govern­
ment have not naid the ruling rate of wages 
on the railwavs: 

The SECRE1:ARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes, they 
have. 

OPPOSITION ?\1E~fBERS : No, no ! 

Mr. :'.IANN: They have not, and for that 
reason I hope you will allow the amendment 
to be put so that we may protect the work­
men. If you should do that, it will redoun.d 
to your credit, because, after all. there IS 
something greater than the Government. 
There are people outside to be consider.ed, 
and I think it would be wise for you to wrth­
draw your embargo against the amendment 
a.nd allow the country to see who are the men 
who are prepared to pay a decent wage, and 
who are not. 

Mr. RYLAND: I regret to have to disagree 
with your ruling, Mr. Armetrong, because I 
think that your interpretation of Standing 
Order No. 71 is strained. The Standing Order 
reads-

A question or amendment shall not be proposed 
which is the same in substance as any question which,. 
during the same session, has been resolved in the· 
affirmative or negative. 

Supposing that we had carried in the affir'!'a;­
tive yesterday the amendment to fix a num­
mum wage for the railway whose construction 
was then under consideration, according to 
your ruling, we sho~l~ now be preclud~d. fro:n 
moving a similar mmrmum wage provrsron m 
connection with any other railway proposal. 
That Standing Order was never intended to 

Mr. Ryland.] 
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. apply to such a case as that. If I had pro­
posed a resolution for the abolition of the bar 
m the refre.shment-rooms, and that resolution 
had been defeated on the casting vote of the 
Speaker, the Standing Order would prevent 
me introducing a similar motion this session, 
though I should be at liberty to bring it for­
ward again next session; but the Standing 
Order was never intended to apply to such a 
·case as that which has now arisen. If your 
ruling is upheld, it will curtail all the liberties, 
privileges, and rights of members, and it will 
also dictate how all the business of the Cham­
ber is to be carried out. We shall simply have 
to accept everything in the form in which it 
is submitted to us. I entirely disagree with 
your ruling, and I hope the Committee will 
decide that it is not a sound ruling. 

Question-That the 
-disagreed with-put; 
divided:-

Chairman's ruling be 
and the Committee 

)1r. Alien 
Barber 

., Hreslin 
Collins 

, Coyne 
, Crawford 
, Douglas 

Ferricks 
, Poley 

Hamilton 
, Hardact"e 

AYE , 27. 

, Hunter, J. M. 
Land 

~· Lennon 

)Ir. Lesina 
)!ann 

, :\lav 
McLachlan 
M:nlcuhy 
)1nll>m 
Murphy 
O'Sullivan 
P-tyne 
Ryan 
Ryland 
Theodore 
Winstanley 

Tellers: :11r. Coyne and )1r. Ryland. 

NoEs, 32. 
)Ir. Appel Mr. Keogh 

, Barnes, ,, .... H. Kids ton 
Booker , ::\:Iacartney 
Bouchard , )Iackintosh 

, Brennan ., )!organ 
, , Bridges , , Paget 

Cottell , Petrie 
Cribb , Philp 
Denham , Rankin 

, Vo:tsyth Somerset 
Fox , Swayne 
Grant 'rhorn 

, Grayson " Tolmie 
Gunn \Valker 

, Hawthorn 1Vhite 
, Hunter, D. , 1Vienholt 

Tellers: :11r. Gray•on and Mr. Thorn. 

PATRS. 

Ayes-Mr. Bowman, Mr. Maughan, .lfr. Blair, and Mr. 
Nevitt. · 

Noes-:\Ir. Roberts, Mr. Forrest, Mr. Stodart, and Mr. 
J.Allan. · 

The Committee being in. division, 

Mr. LE SIN A: I wish to say that I voted 
under a misapprehension. I paired. 

Mr. PETRIE: Mr. Lesina and Mr. Hedge 
paired from 7 o'clock. 

The CHAIRMAN: "Ayes," 27; "Noes," 
32. The question is resolved in the negative. 

Mr. HAMILTON: I do not like to oppose 
this railway, because it will open up extensive 
coal beds, and we have the promise of the 
J:'remier that the Government are going to 
rf'tain the coalmine' in th<e Daw> m Vallcv. 
If they are going to start State coalmines.· I 
consider that is a step in the right direction, 
from our point of view. The principal reason 
I rose was on account of the statement that 
this line is to go from the Central Railway to 
the Dawson Valley, which is also to be con­
nected wi~h the Western Railway by Taroom. 
In an ear her part of the day, when another line 

[Jir. Rylcmd. 

was under consideration, we were told it was to 
be a joint in another line which would give the 
people in the district Southern markets and 
.'-!orthern markets. I want to point out that it 
is nearly time a little consideration was given 
to the people of Northern and Central Queens­
land. \V e have been asking years and years 
for a connection between the Northern. and 
Central Railway systems, and we cannot get 
that connection; yet we find that railways are 
to be built in districts which already are con­
nected with the Southern and Central dis­
tricts. It looks as if what has been done in the 
past is to be done in the future-that the 
North is to be excluded in order to build up 
bouthern Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: For some 
time there has been more railway construction 
in the North. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Little bits of railways in 
the ~Iackay district! Deputation after depu­
tation has waited on the Commissioner and the 
various Secretaries for Railways asking for a 
survey to junction the Northern system with 
the Central system. I read a statement in lhe 
Courier this morning to the effect that the 
Government have to shift a lot of rolling-stock 
from Townsvil!e to the Southern part of the 
State, and that they have to bring it by water. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR RAILWAYS: Six sheep 
trucks. 

Mr. HAMILTON: I do not know how many 
trucks there are, but I know that at the time 
of the election teams were coming into \Vinton 

with wool, and there were not 
[8.30 p.m.] sufficient trucks available to take 

the wool away. While I am will­
ing that these railways should be built, I want 
to impress upon the Government the urgent 
necessity there is for connecting the Northern 
and Central Railways systems, and that it i8 
about time that a survey was made to ascer­
tain whether that connecting line should be 
taken from Longreach or some other place t<> 
\Yinton. \Ye are threatened with a drought 
in the North, and we do not want to have a 
similar experience to that which we had in the 
last drought. I am quite certain that such a 
line would pay, and I know that th<> local 
authorities at \Vinton and Longreach are will­
ing to guarantee the railway. 

l\Ir. :i\IULCAHY: I should like to know 
whether it is the intention of the Government 
to have this line constructed by day labour or 
by the contract system? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
can merely give the hon. member the same 
reply as I gave to another hon. member who 
asked a sin1ilar question with regard to· an­
other railway which has been before the Com­
mittee. and that is, that it is not the intention 
of the Government or the department to de­
part from the existing- syst-em, but that it is 
intended to call for tenders for tbe construc­
tion of one line by contract, in order to check 
the departmental estimates. 

Mr. ::UuLCAHY: This is the line the money 
will be spent on. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 
is a matt<>r of indifference to me which line is 
built by contract, but I think the choosing of 
the line which is to be built by contract should 
be left to th<:> depa.rtmental expertG, who will 
be a.ble to sa.v which one is the most mita.1Jle 
for checking )mrpos<>s. 

:\Ir. :\IULC_UIY: I ha.-e not got the m­
format;on that I wished to obtain. There ,.-ill 
be an expcndilme of £264,000 on this railway, 
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and i_f this line were built by contract the 
expenment would be a rather nice thin~ for 
the contractor. I am afraid that the Go~ern­
ment may let this line under the contract 
system. It is a well-recognised thing now that 
the day-labour system in the construction of 
railways has been a decided snccess and if the 
Government. are going to depart' from that 
system in this instance, then I say the Com­
mrttee should pause before passing the rail­
way. As a matter of fact, we know that the 
Premier. at all events knows whether he is 
going to let this line by contract. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is mere 
assertion, not fact. 

::\Ir. :\.IULCAHY: Vie lmow that the Pre­
mier has made up his mind on that point, and 
I thin!~ the information might be given to the 
Commrttee. 

::\Ir. \YINSTANLEY (Chm·ters Towe1·s): 
There is one point on which we might be 
afforded some informa.tion, and that is whether 
the Government have loan money in hand to 
build these railways or will they have to 
borrow money? Another point on which I 
should hke some information is, What is the 
area of the coal country which this line will 
open up? I was very much interested in the 
Premier's arguments with reference to the 
Dawson Y alley Coalfield. The hon. gentleman 
sai_d tha~ if. i~ would be a good thing for a 
prrvate mdrvrdua] to open up that country 
and work the coa.!fields, it would be a 
good thing for the Government. This 
party used the same kind of argument with 
reference to a certain railway some time 
ago, but the Premier did not see the force of 
it in that instance. I agree with the hon. 
member for Gregory that while railways are 
bemg constructed in the Southern district thf'. 
Northern and Central districts are being over. 
looked, and I claim that they are entitled to 
wme consideration in the matter of connecting 
the ::'i'orthern and Central railway systems, a 
line which is more needed, as far as the Go­
vernment themselves are concerned, than any 
railway connection in the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
understood the hon. member for -Charters 
Towers to ask for some information respecting 
the area of Crown lands which would be 
affected by this line. 

l\I:r. \VINSTANLEY: No, the area of coal land. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Pro­

bably the area of Crown lands which will be 
benefited by the construction of this railway is 
700,000 acres, of which fully one-half is suitable 
for close settlement. I am unable to give the 
exact area of coal land, but there is a very 
large area of coal-bearing country in the 
district. 

The PREMIER: All the Dawson Coalfield 
with the exception of a small area that i; 
owned by a private company. 

Tho SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes, nearly all the Da wson c-oalfield, and that 
field has been prospected, and the coal tested. 
The Government are keeping all the coal­
bearing area there, with the exception of one 
small area held by a company. It is advisable 
that I should say something with respect to 
the remarks of the hon. member for Gregory 
as to the claims of the North for railway con­
struction. I would say this: I belong to the 
North myself. At the present moment we 
have four railways being constructed in the 
North. 

Mr. LE SIN A: I rise to a point of order. Is 
this discussion in order? Is the Minister for 

190!J-N 

Railways in order in discussing the general 
railway policy of the Government on this 
motion? 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. LESINA: If the Minister is in order, 
then I wish to discuss it also. 

The CHAIRMAN: I allowed the hon. mem­
ber for Gregory to digress a little in that 
direction, but the Minister will not be in 
order in pursuing that line of discussion. 

Mr. LESINA: ! do not know why the time 
is taken up by members sitting behind the 
Go;-ernment, seeing the progress that we have 
been making with these railways. It appears 
to me that a number of them are quite glad 
that so much time has been taken up over 
these railways which everybody admits are 
necessary. I never heard one member say 
anything against this railway proposal except 
one member who may be, perhaps, considered 
to have criticised the proposal. We have been 
over two hours discussing this railway pro­
posal, and there has been no hostility what­
ever expressed towards it. 

Mr. RYLAND: There is £500,000 involved. 

Mr. LESINA: I know there is money in­
volved. You cannot build railwavs without 
money. "You cannot make omeiettes with­
out breaking eggs." (Laughter.) But every­
body agrees that the railway should be built, 
and that the money should be spent; but mem­
bers on the Government side seem desirous of 
ca.rrying on an aimless discussion bearing on 
the gen<oral railway policy of the Government, 
and it is just simply wasting time. (Laugh­
ter.) I am here to see the railway policy car­

. ried out, but I do not want to be charged in 
the. country ag!l,in with obstructing public 
busmess. 

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! and 
laughter. 

The PREMIER: Sit down, and we will let it 
go through. 

Mr. LESINA: I will sit down in a moment. 
I want to say this: We will be charged with 
wasting the public time because of the long 
period we have sat here in connection with 
this particular railwa.y. I think that if the 
Secretary for Railways himself would set a 
better example we would get through much 
quicker. (Laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I sat here 
for hours and said not'oing. 

Mr. LESINA: The Secretary for Railways 
make~ longer speeches on these •nBasures than 
any previous Secretary for Railwavs ever 
mad€. (Laughter.) He goes into a' lot of 
matters which are not necessary at all. 

The PRE~fiER: Is this speech in order. Mr. 
Armstrong? (Laughter.) 

Mr. LESINA: There is one aspect of the 
matter which we could discuss and put the 
GDvernment in a hole if we wished to do so. 
We are told tha.t there is a probability of some 
of the railways being built by contract, or at 
least on-- of them, and we are told by the hon. 
member for Gympie, ::\Ir. :\Inlcahy. that he 
does not know which railway is to be 
selected as the one to be built bv contract. Is 
it to be a small one, or is it to b:e this big one, 
iEvolYing the expenditure of £2.10.00{1? Now, 
the policy of the La.bour party is opp'?sed alto­
gether to ihe contract system, and rf we do 
not know which one is to be built under the 

flf r. Lesina. J 
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contraet sy- tem then WC' are quite justified in 
voting· against them all. h that not so, :1lr. 
Armstron0· ., 

Hon. R. PHILP: \Yell, vote against them all. 

.}lr. LESINA: \Ye are quite justified in 
opposieg thi·. measure and E-very other rail­
way proposal until we are definitely assured 
that this one. that that one. and that the 
other one is not to be selected as the railway 
which is to be built bv contract. \Voulcl we 
not be right in doing that·? Would we not be 
logicd in doing it? Otherwise we- might as 
well say to the Government, ''You have 
carte blanche. Build them how you like, let 
them by co'ltract, or however you like, and 
as expensiH•. as you like." 

11r. :1IAN!\: Then it might happen like the 
Cairns Hailway did. 

Mr. LESIJ\'A: Yes, it might. If the Minis­
ter for Railways is looking for lash in connec­
tion with tho general railway policy of the 
Gov<'rnment. he can have it. (Lawrhkr.) If 
he wm·ts some g·o.>d rational g~ound in order 
that we may be chargecl with delaying 
rncasure.s. that will be a good ground to ch.ao~ .". 

· It is a good one. \V c want to know if this 
railway is to be built by contract, and they 
will not tL• 11 us. If the hon. m em her for 
Gympie cannot get apy information on this 
matter. how can I expect to g-et it? (Laugh­
ter.) Perhaps the deputy leader of the Oppo­
sition might b0 able to get th<> inf<>rmation. 
DMs the' ~\linistPr himself kno"- which parti­
cula.r railway is to b" constructed bv contract:. 

The SEoni:TARY FOR E:AILWAYS: No. I told 
you thd half a dozen timcc'. 

Mr. LE SIN A: No. Nobody knows. (Laugh­
ter.) The Minister does not know. and this 
Rous{' doe-; not know, which ra.ilwav is to be 
built by contract, and I suppose with that we 
will have to be content to let this railwav 
propo>al go through. I could disturb the 
House for fully two hours on this very pro­
posal alone. (Laughter.) 

The TREASURER: I have no doubt you could. 

Mr. LE SIN A: Do the Government propose 
to select this railway, costing £260,000, as the 
one which is to be built by contract, or do 
they propose to employ an army of workmen 
and pay them the money as ordinary day 
labourers' wages? I do not desire to delay 
the paHage of the Bill. and I will not create 
a disturbance. If the Minister will not give 
us any information-he cannot give it as he 
does not know-I suppose we will have to be 
content. At any rate, I will ha;-e to be con­
tent with that. Which railwav will be selected 
to be built by contract? Will a little railwav 
10 miles in length be selected to test the con: 
struction by contract, or will it be this railwa" 
to the Dawson Valley? · · 

Mr. }iL"RPHY: It will be the big one. 

Mr. LE SIN A: The hon. member for Croy­
don knows no more than the Minister, and he 
knows nothing. (Laughter.) He admits that 
he knows nothing. 

Mr. LENNON: Perhaps the Chief Secretary 
will tell you. 

Mr. LESINA: I would like to get that infor­
mation. 

The PREMIER: Will you sit down and let me 
tell what I know. 

Mr. LESINA: I Y~ill. 

The PREMIER: I do not know that it is 
decided to build any railways by contract. The 

[Mr. Lesina. 

Hailway Department are perfectly ~atisfied. 
and the Government are perfectly satisfied, 
with building the railways by day labour. 

OPPOSITION :11EoiBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PR'f<;MIER : And the only railway that 
I have heard any proposal about being built 
by contract is the small Maryvale line, which 
was passed yesterday. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It was passed 
la:'t year, but we are only waiting for the 
B1ll. 

The PRE:MIER: The Commissioner sug­
gested this as a means of checking our system 
of building by day labour, which the depart­
ment are perfectly sympathetic with, and have 
no desire to go back to the contract sy.stem­
(hear, hear !)-and the fear, or pretended fear. 
of hon. gentlemen opposite is entirf)ly a 
groundless fear. It is not desired to do a wa v 
with the day labour syst.em at all. But it wa's 
thought desirable, as a means of checking 
what we were actually doing, and the con­
g-ra tnla tions that our officers were making for 
themselves, and the day labour work. to build 
som!' small railway by contract. and the Mary­
vale line. was sugge3tecl as a small and inexpen­
sive railway to try the experiment. 

Mr. HAoiiLTON: We did not know that 
before. 

Jl.fr. LENNOX: Can we accept your assurance 
that it will be the Marvvale line that will be 
constructed by contract·? 

The PRE~HER: It may not be constructed 
by contract. The other lines are not likely to 
be constructed bv contract either. 

Mr. LENNON: \V ill you assure us that this 
line will not he constructed by contract? 

The t>RE:11IER: ::'-Jo, this one will not he. 
There is not the remotest likelihood that thiF 
one will be constructed by contract. 

OPPOSITION ME:YIBERS: Hear hear ! 
}fr. LENNON: That is Fatisf~ctory. 
:vir. :1IANN: Put it in the remlution that it 

will not. 

The PRE:\IIER: I am just as desirous of 
continuing the day-la hour system as you are, 
and. while we:'laay differ in opinion. r tell hon. 
gentiemen opposite rtuite frankly that their 
g-eneral condnct in this matter is the very 
thing that is likely to force a return to the 
contract system. I do not want that. I think 
we have officers who are quite competent to 
carry out the construction of the railways on 
the day-la.bour system, and I would rather have 
the building of our railways snpervised by our 
own ofllcers, who have no profit t<> make by 
scamping. than I would have them supervised 
by men who may make a profit by scamping. 
There are many difficulties, simply like evefy 
olher systt'm. that may be unforeseen. 

JI.Ir. RYLAND: I am very pleased the Pre­
mier has given us the· assurance that this par­
ticular line is not to be built by contract, be­
cans<' I think it would be a great mistake. I 
would like the :Minister to inform the Com­
mittee-there appears to be a priYate com­
pany which owns land there-I have heard 
the name--

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I do not 
know the company. 

Mr. RYLAND: I heard the name was 
McEachern and Co. 

Mr. GRANT: The shareholders are a few 
people in Rockhampton. 

Mr. RYLAND: The name has been men­
tioned recently--
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'l'lw CHAIRnlAl\: Order! I cannot allow 
the hen. member to proceed with that matter. 
He must confine himself to the question be­
fore t!w House. 

:ilr. RYLAND: I should like to have some 
estimate as to the amount to be paid for com­
pensation. and ·-eeing that this line i.s likelv 
to b" <'Xtenc1€'d a good deal farther west, ·r 
think the ::VIinistor should give more con· 
sideration to this Chamber. This !in<:> will 
cost £,)()0, 0011 to build. I was surprised 
to srt' rhat Rockhampton was not included 
in tlw h"rc-fit<:>•d ar<>a. I reallv think Rock­
ha.mptou 1:-:. coin~· tn rccciv0 a. Ia.rg-e b{'nefit 
from tiw building of this line. It Y:ill 
"bring grist to the mill." and will largely 
cnhanc·' tht> value of private property in 
Rockhampton. I remember wh<:>n thn line 
from }'Iughenden to Cloncurry was being dis­
cussect. thP hon. m<:>mber for Townsville 
pointed nut that Townsville would get more 
benefit from that extension than from anv 
other iim. At that particular time Townsvill-;, 
was not included in th0 benefited area. It 
appears to me tha.t the benefited area is not 
compo,ecl of those who get the benefit. I 
know when. in talking of a railwav from 
GympiE'. the residents there were quit" pre­
pared to allow Gyrnpie to be included in the 
benefited area., and thev are practicallv in the 
same po.sition as Rocl~hampton in re'gard to 
this ext· nsion to the Dawson River. I think 
it is a fa.ir thing that Rockhampton should be 
inclucl<:>d in the benefited ar<:>a; it will enhance 
the valu<> of private prop_erty. and they should 
be cal!Pcl upon to make up any deficiency in 
the cc•c.t of running the line. 

Th0 ::'ECRETAnY FOR RArLWAY8: I have 
already ginn the information to the Com­
mittee. 

Mr. :iLnx: Do not get the Minister wild. 
l\Ir. RYL},:'\:D: I clo not want to be unrea­

sonable. This lino involves the expenditure 
of £264.000. and if we took all night in dis­
cussing the matter, I do not think it would be 
lost time. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I am not against a rail­
way b<'lllg bUllt to the Dav,son Valley. I think 
then' is sufficient inducement to warrant a 
railway line to that locality, but I am opposed 
a great cleal to the route proposed. There has 
been a discussion outside this House, parti­
cularly in the Rockhampton papers, with 
regard to the rival route. or, properly the 
original route; ' 

The PREMIER: There are three routes. 

::\Ir. HARDACRE: Yes; and this is a sub­
sequ<>nt on<' that ha.s been adopted. The pro­
posed routes are: One from Hei·bert's Creek, 
one from \Vestwoocl. and one from :Mount 
::\:Iorgan. There is 110 doubt whatever that 
this particular route is going to cost a great 
deal more than either of th.- other two; 
besides which. it will involve the taking of the 
traffic generally-not coal so much-but the 
g<>neral traffic from that locality by way of 
the Rawrback and :Mount Morgan tCIII!Rock­
hampton. I admit there is some justification 
-it is the only justification-in the fact that it 
will take the Dawson coal direct to Mount 
::.VIorgan. which wili be the principal consumer. 

Mr. GRA:"<T: Without going up the rack, 
which is already over-burdened. 

Mr. HARD ACRE : To my mind, there are 
manv advantages, and the balance of the ad­
vantages lies in the other direction, for this 
reason: Tbis particular route now proposed 
will only touch a small portion of the Dawson 

Coalfield. Th<e coal a.rea extends not merely 
within the a.rea shown on the map-it extends 
right down to the Central line, at any rate, 
adjacent to the Daw>on River. Besides that. 
there is a large area outside that section of 
other coal measures from the Dawson up as 
far as Blackwater, and also a still larg<>l' area 
of coal countrv on the Mackenzie River. 

:i1r. GRANT:- That is on the other side of the 
line. 

11r. HARD ACRE: Adjacent to the Central 
line. RPcent Lorin<; has shown that thL' 
coal measur<'s <'xt<mcl over the whole of that 
immense area. If the ra.ilwav had com­
menced somewhere on the Contra! Ra.ilwav 
line, instead of gein<r from :iiount 1\Ioro-an. 
that railway would have serv.-d not m<>rely 
the Dawson Coalfield,, but a.ln otber ar<>a•. <lll 

th<:> :i-Iackenzie. 
1Ir. GRANT: Thev are not in the same direc-

tion. · 
Mr. HAHDACRE: They arr> not in opposite 

directions. I am pointing out that the Dawson 
Coalfield extends right down the Central Rail­
way to the Dawson River. 

The PRE)fiER: And lOO miles over it-a coal­
field bigger than England. 

Mr. HAHDACHE: That is quite so. There­
fore. the CE'ntral Railway line as far as the 

Dawson River, if duplicated. 
[9 p.m.] would have served not merely the 

Dawson Coalfield. but at the same 
trmf' the other extensive area of coalfields 
north of it. 

The PREi\!IER: It would never affect any 
coal lands to the north of thE' Central Rail­
way. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: The Premier misunder­
stands me. I say that the CPntral line, dupli­
cated. would ha·c•e served not only this coal­
field. but those north of the Central line. and' 
coalfields west of the Dawson River. If 1ny 
mformation is correct, we are just on the 
verge of great developments, so far as the 
'Mackenzie Coalfield is concerned, and it would' 
have been of more advantage ultimately, I 
believe, to have commenced this railway frox_n 
somewhere nearer Rockhampton. There IS 
another question I wish to refer to. At pre­
sent we have no report giving us an assurance 
that the coal on the Dawson Coalfield,-in the 
place; where the bores have been put down. 
IS of such a qualitv that it will be serviceable 
for export purposes. I hope it will, but the­
tests so far by the Admirafty are not by any 
means too satisfactory-in fact, I understand' 
that the last test was so bad that they did not 
publish the results of the test of t_he coaL 
from the particular places where the bores. 
have been put down. If that is the case, we 
should pause before we construct a line on this. 
particular route. We should construct it from 
a point where the duplication of the line at 
that part will serve other needs. I am very 
glad to hear that if the coal is of a satisfac­
tory quality we shall have a State coalmine. 
I am not too sanguine whether that will' 
happen or not. 

HoN. R. PHILP: This is a very important 
railwav which we are passing, and we propose 
to spend £500,000 on it. PerS?nally. I do 
not know sufficient of the nulway to say 
much about it, but I can say this: that 
unless the iiiount illorgan field and com­
pany are behind it I do n?t t~ink it will 
be advisable. They are behmcJi 1t, I unde~­
stand and they will have to pay whatever IS 

short' and if thev are willing to take the risk 
I will not object: I am not satisfied th~t this 
railwav line is so good; we have no evidence-

. . Hon. R. Philp.] 
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before the House at all, but simply the assur­
.ance of members. I am surprised the hon. mem­
ber for Fitzroy did not tell us something; he 
said the people of Mount :\Iorgan wanted it. It 
is certainly because the :\Iount :\Jorgan people 
are behind it that I vot-e for it. In looking 
over the map, I see a railway built 20 miles 
north of it, but I do not know of any agricul­
tural produce growing there at aiL \\'hy ;s 
the land not cultivated now? I would like 
very much to have an hour on our railway 
policy altogether, because I think I could show 
this House that this £250,000 could be better 
spent in Northern Queensland than in Central 
Queensland, but I would not be in order in 
doing that. I must confess that the Central 
district has not had much spent in railways 
for some time past-in fact, it has been 
neglected by the Premier himself-and be­
cause the :\Iount :M organ line is paying so well, 
I firmly believe that the Mount Morgan line 
and this new line should be one line. and if 
the two lines together should fail to pay the 
3 per cent., then they should he asked to pay 
the difference. I tried hard, when in Opposi­
tion, to get that provision put in the Railway 
Act when it was going through, but the 
Labour party, almost to a man, opposed my 
doing it--they said only new lines, hut now 
they are sorry they cannot get it. There is a 
big population in Mount ::\I organ; the young 
people have nowhere else to go, and they go 
into mining, and if this line will pay and will 
keep a big population, it will be a good thing. 
I would ask the Lands Department not to 
a.Ilow this land to be selected now. The land 
should be kept till the railway is built, and 
the Government wil! then get something for 
the land. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. R.· PHILP: They should not allow it 
to be taken up at 2s. 6d. an acre as prickly 
pear land, and then, when we build the· line 
into this locality, find the land in the hands 
of speculators-perhaps in the hands of mem. 
bers of Parliament. (Hear, hear!) I intend 
to support this line, and I hope that we shall 
get an opportunity of talking on the railway 
policy of the country. I suppose it is out of 
order to do that now, but you have allowed 
the hon. member for Gregory to get in his pet 
line to Longreach. To my mind, that would 
be no benefit to the country. I would like to 
see the lines from Charleville, Longreach, and 
Winton built 200 miles further out West, and 
then connected. I would like to see a line, too, 
built from Mackay to Cairns. I believe the 
large sum of money we are now asking for 
would almost pay for a line from Mackay to 
Cairns, and offer good settlement on some of 
the best land in Queensland for hundreds and 
thousands of people. 

Question put and passed. 

'rhe House resumed. The CHAIR~IAN reported 
the resolutions, which were agreed to. 

::\IcGREGOR CREEK A:::\D C\TTLE 
CREEK TRAMLINES EXTENSIONS. 

CO;IDII'ITI!E. 

'The SECRETARY JWR RAILWAYS, in 
n1oving-

(1.) That the House approves of the plans, sections, 
and books of reference t.o extend the )fcGregor Creek 
Tramline by H: mile towards Silent Grove) and the 
Cattle Creek Tramline by 6~ miles towards the Eungella 
Range, as laid upon the table of the House on \rednes­
day, 3rd Xovember, 1909. 

[Hon. R. Philp. 

~2.J That the plans, sectic,ns, and books of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council for their approval, 
by message in the usual form-

said: The plans that I am asking the Com­
mittee to approve of are for the making of 
short extensions to. two tramlines in the 
l\1ackay district. I ask the Committee to 
approv'e of the plans contingent upon the 
passage of a Bill that is now before the House 
for the taking over of the shire council tram­
line,;. I wish to make it perfectly clear that, 
although it happens that these short extensio':'s 
have come before the Chamber before the Bill 
I refer to has been read a second time. that 
has just happened in the course of business. 
I would far rather have seen thG Bill passed 
before these plans came up for consirlNation, 
but in the cour:;c of business it has happened 
the other way about. "Cnder the ch·cum· 
stances, I wish to make it perfectly clear that 
the- Committee is ask-ed to approve of the plans 
conting-ent on the passage of the Bill. 

::\Ir. LESINA: The a<sumption is pretty well 
grounded. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILW~\YS: Of 
course, I have no reason to assnme that hon. 
members will not do a fair thing by the 
::\fackay district because I happen to be in 
charge of this motion. I do not believe that 
these plans are the meed of jmtice to the 
North that I would like to see. I would like 
to bring- forward more lines in th0 l\orth. 
The taking over of the :\[ackay tramlines has 
been requested by the shire council and the 
peoplf' of the di~trict for some three or four 
years. I have always been strondy in favour 
of local authorities building what I may term 
feeders or opening-up lines in agricultural dis­
tricts, especially where they are districtR such 
as the·e lines run through. Rig-ht from the 
south to the north of the State. up as far as 
Port Douglas, local authorities have built such 
tramlines. 

Mr. HAMILTON: The Northern local authori­
ties do it more than those in the South. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes; we people in the North practically 
started the system, 

Mr. FOLE£: We have more "go" in us. 
The TREASURER: More " owe," you mean. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
These interruptions are extremely unseemly, 
but I would like to say to the Treasurer that, 
atlhough there may be more " owe " in the 
~·'orth, we always pay up interest and redemp­
tion. (Hear, hear!) I have always been a 
stronx advocate of the building and controlling 
of such tramlines by the local authorities; but 
conditions do alter, and conditions have 
altered in the Mackay district. We borrowed 
some £21.000 to build these two feeders to the 
c\Iackay Railway, and the shire coun9il has 
alwavs paid the interest and redempt10n on 
the loan from the earnings of the two tram­
ways. The Commissioner for Railways has 
run the traffic on the tramlines in conjunction 
with the traffic on the Mackay Railway. 
Li ncleean arrangement with the shire council. 
he has had the control of the tram:;vays for 
several years, Right _at the end of the Cattle 
~,reek tramline then' Is a place called Eungella 
...._\.ange. 

::1Ir. LE SIN A : Who discovt>red the Range? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\\AYS: It 

was discovered many years ago. " Eungella" 
IS the native name for "The Place of Clouds." 

:Yir. LESEA: What is your authority for that 
o.tatement? ~ 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: My 
authority for the statement is that I have 
been for a great many years resident in the 
district. The Cattle Creek Tramway Exten­
sion now proposed is one of about 6-k miles to. 
wards Euw,ella Range. At the head of Cattle 
Creek Valley there is a large area of scrub 
land on the Eungella Tableland, which is about 
2,500 fe!'t above cea-level. I think it is quite 
as suitable for settlement as the famous Ather­
ton Tableland. Out of the public estate im­
provement fund there was a sum of £9,000 
found to make a. road up the range. There are 
8.000 acres of land surveyed and waiting, after 
the building' of this line to the foot of the 
range, to be thrown open. This is the exten­
sion of the line from Finch Hatton to the foot 
of the range. The other proposal is to extend 
the shire council's tramline from Kirkup to­
wards Silent Grove for a distance of 1! mile. 
It was not thought advisable to extend it 
further on a.count of the difficult nature of the 
country beyond that distance. It goes over 
a gap where there is a large area of scrub­
Crown lands-which can be made a.va.ilable for 
cane and other crops. At present there is a. 
large quantity of cane sent over the McGregor 
Creek tramline, and if it is extended 1! mile, 
as proposed, there will, of course, be a great 
deal more traffic. 

Mr. MAXX: What are the grades? 

The SECRETARY JmR RAILWAYS: I 
am unable to tdl. It seems to be a very easy 
grade, taking it altogether. I would just like 
to say that when the line is extended up 
Cattle Creek, 6~ miles, it will make available a 
very much larger area of land for cane-grow­
ing for the Government central mills on the 
:Ylackay Railway line. The Commissioner 
says that on the McGregor tramway extension 
there is good agricultural land, some of which 
is now growing cane, but as the terminus is 
approached the country becomes rather rough. 
The estimated cost is £5,583, or £4,466 per 
mile-it io extremely broken country. As to 
the Cattle Creek Tramway. which is the prin­
cip":l extension, he says the line traverses a 
fertile valley, the greater part of which is 
already occupied by farmers. and sugar-cane is 
being cultivated. He says further that across 
the Eungella. Range are large areas of Crown 
lands of first-clas.s quality which will be made 
available for settlement. I may point out, in 
addition to this, that there is a large area of 
scrub land on the ta.bleland; and to the west 
there are large areas of pastoral country. The 
late Minister for Lands refused to re-lease 
that land, for the reason that it was opened 
up practically, and it was better not to let 
people haYe it with long leases when it can 
be more profitably cut up into small grazing 
farms. 

Ho:s-or:nABLll IIIE:\IBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
'With respect to mineral areas, some 12 or 15 
miles from the top of the range westward is 
the Eungella. Goldfield. I think when we a.re 
ablo to get better communication it will open 
up large areas of mineral country on the 
Broken Ri;-er and other places, some of which 
have been prospected. but which have been 
abandoned owing to the excessive cost of car­
riage. If the country is opened up by means 
of this extension I see more prosperity in 
future in conn0ction with these mineral areas 
than there has been in the past. The esti­
mated cost of the 6~ mil~ls is £24,000. but no 
more rolling-stock will be requir<?d. The Ra.il­
"vay Uoinmi:S"lion<_)r estimatcf:.. the revenue at 

£1,200, and the expenditure at £800 per an­
num, leaving £400 a year towards interest on 
the capital. The recommendation of the Com­
missioner is this--

The present tramway, owned by the Pioneer Shire 
Council, has always been a success, but it is rather too 
short for economical working. If it be decided to purM 
chase the tramhne, as is now proposed. and work it as 
a Government railway in future, I would strongly re­
commend that it be extended to the foot of the range,. 
as by so doing new country will be opened up and 
traffic increase, not only upon the tramway extension. 
but upon the present lines. 

Mr. HAMILTON: There will be no guarantee. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes, there will. ·I can say that the building 

of these two tramlines by the 
[9.30 p.m.] shire council was the means by 

which the Mackay Railway was" 
enabled to pay interest on the cost of construc­
tion, as they brought a vastly increasec;l traffic 
to the railway. Members may ask, Why does 
not the shire council borrow money to extend 
the tra.mlines further out? In reply, I say the 
area of the Pioneer Shire Council ends at the 
foot of the Eungella Range, and it would 
ha.rdly be fa.ir to ask the council to take a. 
further financial burden upon their shoulders 
for the purpose of opening up country that is 
within the boundaries of another shire. 'With 
respect to the benefited a.rea, it will be applied 
not simply to the extensions but also to the 
existing tramlines, exactly as if they were new 
lines constructed under the Act of 1900. I 
have very much pleasure in moving the motion 
standing- in my name. 

Mr. LEl\iNON: The project for the exten­
sion of these tra.mways should commend itself 
to this Committee, as the proposed extension 
will open up very good country, and the Go­
vernment ha.ve spent £9,000 in constructing a 
road up the Eungella Range, so that the exten­
sion of the existing tramways is a necessary 
corollary to tbat road building. The road will 
not be a success without the railway, nor will 
the railway be a success without the road. 
"A fellow feeling makes us wondrous kind," 
and I may be permitted to mention that the 
Mourilyan district is exactly similarly situated, 
bar the road. They have a tra.mway there, 
and when the Government take it over it will 
prove a profitable investment. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That scheme 
is in hand now, but is not sufficiently far ad­
vanced to bring it before the House. 

:\lr. LENNON: I am pleased tD hea.r that 
the scheme to which I have incidentally 
referred to is m hand, a.nd hope it will shortly 
become an accomplished fact. i\1ackay ~s by 
this natural barrier of the ra.nge practiCa.lly 
shut off from the advantage of the inland 
trade, and the making of the range road and 
the extension of these tramways will brin.o: that 
inland trade to the town. These extension' 
are a very desiraJ:.Ie thing for the country, anrl 
as far as this party is concerned, I am not 
aware that they have a.ny objection to the con­
struction of the lines. and I do not anticipate 
that there will be a long discussion on the pro­
posal. This party is just as am~i'?us as :Mi?is­
ters are to make this a good busmess sessiOn, 
and to see that good mea,ures are passed. after 
proper and ample discussion. I hop<' this. pro­
posal will pa's without very much discussiOn. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported the resolutions, which were agreed to .. 

Mr. Lennon.] 
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OAKEY TO COOYAR RAILWAY. 
APPROVAL OP PI,ANS. 

CO~BIITTEE. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS, in 
moving-

(!.) That the House approves of the plan, •ection. 
and book of reference of t.he proposed branch railway 
from Oake.r tu Cno)·ar, in length 38 miles 50 chains, as 
laid upon the table or the House on \Yednesday, the 
3rd November, 19:19. 

(2.) 'rhat the plan, section, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council for their approval, 
by message in the usual form-

said: I come back from the X orrh now to the 
Darling Downs. The line that I have now to 
propose will run from Oakey on the Southern 
and Western Railway to Cooyar, wh10h is in 
a rich agricultural district, and a district in 
which there is a vast amount of timber that 
the selectors on the Darling Downs are practi. 
cally languishing for. .At the present time 
large quantities of timber are sent from 
Nanango to Kingaroy by road, a.nd then taken 
by rail t'ir1 Kilkivan, viri. Brisbane, virZ Ip,wich 
to Toowoomba and back to the Darling Downs, 
while that timber is grown only from 50 to 60 
miles to the north of the Downs. The line 
that I am proposing that the Committee shall 
agree to this evening will do away with that 
disability. It will give the settlers of the 
Darling Downs cheaper building timber, and 
it will not only do that, but it will traverse 
a very rich a~,ricultural district, and it will 
also be a link in the proposed system that I 
outlined when introducing the Kin.uaroy to 
Nanango extension this afternoon-that is, a 
section of a line that will run northwards from 
Oakey to Kingaroy-and thus link np the 
Darling Downs with the Xorthern coastal 
ports. (Hear, hear!) In outlining this scheme 
I do not wish it to be understood that the 
whole ~chf'me ''Till be carried out in a vear or 
~~ -

1\Ir. CoY~E: \Ye are passing these measures 
too fast. ' 

Mr. LE SIN A: The civil servants a.re waiting 
for their Superannuation Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR .RAIL\VAYS: 
There will be plenty of time to pass the 
Superannuation Bill and many other useful 
measures, but, perhaps, some of the measures 
will not be as useful as the passing of this 
measure. 

::Yir. KEOGH: More railways ought to be 
passed and nearer home, too. (Laughter.) 

:\fr. CoYNE: What about the :\larburg Rail­
way? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
was able to personally look at the country that 
the proposed line will traverse, and, as usual, 
there were a number of rival routes, and, as 
usual, when there are rival routes they took 
an opportunity of placing their views before 
the Minister for lluilways. And, as I usually 
do when there are rival routes, I went to the 
district and had a look for myself. After that 
I had a further examination made of the 
country, and, after discussing the matter with 
the experts of the department we came to 
the conclusion that the proper and most 
-economical point fot· this proposed Northern 
line to start from was from Oakey. I will not 
-enter into details of all the various routes sug­
gested beyond saying that some of the routes 
suggested were extremely mountainous It is 
the level country which tells the tale whether 
,a railway is suitable for railway construction 
or not. With respect to the route this line 

[Hon. W. T. Paget. 

will trav<'rse, I was extremely pleased to find 
that there was an area of 1,50() acres under 
cultivation, and quite a number of "farmers on 
this area had th('tr land under the plough for 
wheat-growing and growing other produce, 
and I found that some of them were going in 
extensivelv for sheep ~md lamb raising. I also 
found that the prickly pear was getting a big 
hold on that district. 'I'hat is one of the 
reasons why I think we should build this !in<" 
as early as posc,ible. to cope with what I said 
before is a serious €nl threatening some of 
our a"'ricultural !an ds to the west of the 
coastat districts in the Southern portion of 
Queensland. Although the prickly pear is 
getting a big hold on borne of the lands. the 
settlers on those lands are trying their best 
to cope with it, and they are doing it under 
great difficulties. \\'hen the railway is built 
they will be able to do very much better than 
thev can at the present time. The cost of 
carting from the vicinity of Cooyar to Jon­
darvan or Oakey, a' the case mi<rht l'', of 
farm produce, is pradicaliy prohibitive. At 
Ooovar there is a large sawmill. and there are 
no fewer than eighteen teams ca1·ting. sawn 
timber from that mill down to the rmlway. 
Cooyar itself is <]uite a nice township. \Vith 
respect to the question that the junior mem­
ber for Gympie usually raises-the question of 
lane] resumption-on this proposed line several 
landowners have offered to give the land free 
that is necessary for the building of the line. 
I tried my be,t to get all the landowne:s to 
make a simiiar promise, but it is exceedmgly 
diflicult to get a large number of la.ndowners 
t-o join in and give anything free. So resump­
tions will have to be made, but, as I say. they 
will be made as cheaplv as it is possible to 
make them so as not to undulv burden the 
railwav with the cost of the lai1d. There is 
another reason, and a good reason. why the 
line should start from Oakey, although we 
have a line running to Goom bungee from 
Kingsthorpe, which is only 7 or 8 miles away. 
and that is that ewntually the line to open 
up the Condamine in the direction of Mount 
Kussell and Cecil Plaim must go to Oakey. 
That is the intention of the department. So 
that the junction will serve two objects. Tur!_l­
ing to the Commi ,sioner's report, you :"']] 
notice that the distance is 38 miles 50 chams. 
and the Commissioner speaks ~ery highly in­
deed of the character of the country. From 
personal observation. I can bear out every 
word that he savs with respect to the class 
of country that \Vill be traversed by this line. 
He says-

The principal source of traffic for the first few years 
will be timber (mostly pine) from the re:0 erves P!e­
viou~ly mentioned. and w1th the advent of the ~me 
the amount of agri<~nltural freight is sure to rap1dly 
increase. 

At the present time the f>wmers are 20 miles from 
the line, ancl they abRo]ntely wmnot make a 
living-tba•. i<, a decent living-owing.to the 
cost of carriage of their prod nee to the railways. 
Dealin~ with the re;mmption of land, be says-

Yaluable privRte property will be traversed for a 
considerable distance, the total area, to be Tesumed 
from private owners being about 280 arres. Several 
owners, ho,vever, have offered their land frPe of 
charge, as they recogni!'e the great benefit tlle nLilway 
will be to them. This is an example that might well be 
followed in other districts. 

Mr. CoY~E : Might I ask was it the large or 
the small landowners who gave their land free? 

The SECRETARY J<'OR RAIL W A YB: I 
cannot say Lhat. Some few of them offered the 
land free, and I was in hopes that we wonld ha Ye 
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.got the whole of the land offered free. The esti­
mated cost is £172,077; the net retnrn is esti­
mated at £2,790 per annum again't an expendi­
ture on the line of £5,010. 

:Mr. KEOGH : Are the residents nJong the line 
prepared to give a guarantee? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The interest at 3 per cent., which the ownerR are 
responsible for, amounts to £0,520, and the Com­
missioner estimates that at first the net return 
will be .£2, 790, but he adds-

In a few years, however, I anticipate that I he revenue 
from this railway will more than cover the whole inter­
est upon capital in addition to working expenses. 

RL\'O:\DIKXDA1'ION.-The proposed line will make avail­
able to Toowoomba and the Darling Downs extensive 
areas of valuable timber, large quantities of which com­
modity the Crow's X est line has supplied in previous 
years, bnt which has now become comparntively scarce 
within reasonable distances of that railway. rrhe line 
to Cooyar will also form an important link ill any scheme 
which may eventually be developed to connect the 
)Ianango district with the Darling Downs. I have no 
hesitation in recommending the eonstrttction of u. rail­
·way fr?m Oakey to Cooyar. 

The benefited area is included in the report, and 
I also have no hesitation in recommending the 
proposal to the favourable consideration of the 
<Jommittee, and in bearing out fully what the 
<Jommissioner says, I have very much pleasure in 
moving the reBolution standing in my name. 

Mr. COYNE : I am very pleotsed indeed to 
hear it is intended to construcG a line to Oooyar, 
but I think the question of rival routes is rather 
>~n important one from a nationotl point of view. 
This proposed line startB from the \V estern line 
Bomewbere about 7 miles from Kingsthorpe, 
from which poiat the Gnombungee t<J Doctor's 
Creek line commence•. :From Doctor's Creek to 
a point e'luidistant to Oakey, the distance 
between t.he two lines will be rather less than 
8 miles. Here we have two line< between 7 and 
B miles distant running through that very 
·country. 

::\Ir. ToLliiE: J<'or what length? 

Mr. COYXE: For about 20 miles. I think 
myself, from wh»t I have learned about the 
matter, that we could very well, with justice 
to the taxpayers of the State and the f.Jeople 
within the benefited area on the Kingsthorp8-
Goombun!!ee line, continue the line from 
Doctor's Creek to Cooyar, and serve the Bame 
purpose as thi• line. 

The SECRETARY POR RAILWAYS : Do you 
know the estimated cost of that line is about 
£70,000? That is the difficulty. 

::\Ir. COY::\"E: I quite understand that if you 
follow the route as made by the surveyors, it 
would co~t that, but you can make a deviation to 
the east instead of going west from Doctor's 
<Jreek, and you could thereby avoid most of the 
rough country, and then the cost would not be 
nearly so great as has been tstimated by the sur­
veyor. 

Mr. ToL>IIE: Towards Grow's Nest. 

Mr. OOYNE : A long way from Crow's 
Nest. 

Mr. THORN: How far from Crow's Nest? 
::\Ir. COYNE: About 12 miles. 
The SECRE1'AI\Y POR RAILWAYf!: Nine miles­

that is all. 

Mr. COYNE : When I spoke of a deviation 
to the east, I did not mean to say we should run 
the line straight east--a slight deviation to the 
eeast would avoid most of this rough country. 

The SliX1RETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Doctor's 
<Jreek to Goombungee line is only ()miles from 
Crow's Nest. 

Mr. OOYNE: E'~actlv so, but the deviation 
from there to Cooyar-the trial survey was only 
for a short distance-may be only for 1 mile 
or 1(, mile, and then turn again to the north 
and -west in a direct line to Cooyar. From 
Oakey to the top of the range is somewhere 
about 28 mileB, and all that country is infested 
with prickly pear-badly infested in many parts, 
and the Minister will agree with that. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR HAILWADl: Not in all 
parts. 

JI..Ir. OOYXE: Not in all parts, but in tt great 
many parts it is badly infested with pr;ckly pear, 
and several places are so badly infested with 
prickly pear that the Government is offering a 
bonus of 10s. per acre in order to induce people 
to take it up. That is the country through 
which the railway will be built, when the same 
purpo~e could he served with a line from Doc­
tor's Creek to Cooyar. The source fro!ll ~hich 
we will get our principal revenue for th1~ )m~­
we will tap that source far better by contmumg 
the line from Doctor's Creek to Cooyar than by 
gomg from Oakey to Oooyar. At the present 
time, there are a number of selections along the 
proposed OakE'y to Cooyar route held by 
persons who are now called upon by the r,and 
Commissioner at 'roowoomba to show cause 
why their selections sbould not be forfeited 
for not complying with the prickly pear condi­
tions. There is »nother very import»nt phase 
of this question that might be considered by 
the Committee. It is thi" : That the people 
in the benefited area from Kingsthorpe to 
Doctor's Creek will now suffer through the 
source of revenue from that line being taken 
awa.y if we build this jn·oposed line from Oakey 
to Oooyar. Th»t is, one line will be robbing 
the other, and the non-paying Kingsthorpe to 
Doctor's Creek linte will have its r<wenue re­
duced by the amount of traffic that will be taken 
away by the Oakey to Cooyar line. As a matter 
of fact, some of the residents, with whom I have 
had convers»tions, within the benefited area 
between Kmgsthorpe and Oooyar, tell me that 
if the Oakey to Oooyar line is built it will be 
ruinous to those persons within th0 benefited 
area along the Kingsthorpe line. 'rhe principle 
source of revenue which the 001nmis•ioner ex­
pects from this line will be the conveyance of 
timbE'r. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : At first. 
Mr. COYNE: Yes, at first. As settlement 

goes on no doubt we will get a good deal of 
revenue from agricultural produce. I hope so. 
There are five sawmill$ that could be served by 
the Doctor's Creek to Cooyar line, whereas if 
vou run a line from Oakey to Cooyar we can only 
serve two of those mills. 

The SECRETARY l'OR RAIL\YAYB : 'l'he sawmill 
at Oooyar could eat up all the others. 

Mr. COYNE : I hope it will do a great deal 
towards paying the int.erest on the cos~ of con­
struction of this line, but the CommissiOner an­
ticipates a loss, that will be a cherg-e on the 
persons in the benefited >Lrea, of .£2, 730 a year. 

Mr. Pechey owns a sawmill 14 
[10 p.m.] miles from Crow's Nest, and now 

conveys the timber by wagon to 
Crow's Nest. I am informed that if the line 
were built from Doctor's Creek to Cooyar it 
would he sufficiently convenient to his mill to 
enable him to send his timber in, and he was 
prepared to guarantee to pay .£1,500 a year for 
freightage on his timber on the line. That is a big 
item to take into consideration. Of course, we 
may say we may get the timber all the same on 
our lines from Crow's ~est, but the people who 
want this timber have to pay the extra cost of 
freight. Xow, Pechey'e Mill, from which we 

Mr. Goyne.] 
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would derive a revenue of £1,500 a year, gets no 
benefit whatever from the propos~d Oakey line. 
The Minister cannot gainsay that. 

Mr. ToL;mm : \Vhen he works his selections on 
the other side, he will. 

Mr. COYNE: At present he has got a large 
area of timber untouched, and there he will 
have to remain until that timber is cut ont. 

The SECHETARY ~'OH RAILWAYS: Are you ar­
guing in favour of the monopoliet? 

Mr. COYNE: No; I am not ~rguing in favour 
of monopolists, but I am arguing in favour of 
common justice to those people. Now, on the 
route which the line would traverse from Doc­
tor's Creek to Cooyar there is an important out­
crop of very good coal at a place called Coal 
Bank, an outcrop of 5 chains in length. That 
is a matter which should be taken into considera­
tion by the Committee in passing this measure. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : There is coal 
on the other route, too, from Oakey to Cooyar, 
I nave been informed. 

Mr. THORN : All coal. 

Mr. OOYNE : It cannot be all coal, because 
there is prickly pear there. I say you won't fiod 
prickly pear growing on an outcrop of. coal. 
Another important thing in connection with this 
line is that, by constructing the line from Doctor's 
Creek to Cooyar, you would save a distance of 
9 miles. Another thing-the Minister will tell 
me whether I am correct or not-I believe it is 
proposed in a short timP to go on still further 
with building lines from Dalby. It seems that 
they have not exhausted their powers of building 
lines at Dalby yet, but there is still to be a fur­
ther extension of the Dalby line from Kaim­
killenbun to Moola. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There are lots 
of lines proposed all over the State. 

Mr. TOL:IIIE : That is only a 4-mile line. 
Mr. COYNE: It is coming in to tap this 

country and rob this other line. I think I know 
the country as well as the hon. member for Too­
woomba. I may not be quite right in every parti­
cular, but I have been m·er the country, and I 
know a lot about it. There is no doubt in a short 
time they will want a line from J·ondaryan also. 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I told them 
we would continue it. 

Mr. COYNE: I thinkifthislinewere continued 
from Doctor's Creek to Cooyar, and a line was 
builo from J ondaryan, it would serve the people 
of that particnlar district far better than the 
other. 

Mr. TourrE: \Vhere would the line run 
through from J ondaryan? 

Mr. COYNE : It would go through Lagoon 
:Flats. Now the farmers along this proposed 
line from Oakey to Cooyar are, I understand, 
very few in number, with the exception of 
prickly pear farms. 

Mr. THORN : All good agricultnral land. 
Mr. COYNE : It may be agricultural land, 

but you caunot deny the fact that a number of 
persons in that locality at the prEsent time have 
been asked to show why their selections should 
not be forfeited because they have not complied 
with the prickly pear conditions. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Doctor's 
Creek people have not been able to make out a 
good case. 

Mr. COYNE: I am not as conversant with 
the country as the people who live there, but I 
have been over the country and know a good 
deal more about it than a person who has never 
been over it at all. That is all I have to say. I 

[Mr. Coym. 

have given the Committee the benefit of the 
little knowledge I have of the country, and I ask 
members to give it consideration in the interests 
of the people of the State who will be called upon 
to pay the interest on the money which we will 
borrow to construct this line. In their interests, 
and also in the interests of the persons who have 
plnnged their money into sawmills and other in­
dustries along this line, and of the consumers of 
the pr.:>ducts of these sawmills, I think the•e 
things should be taken into serious consideration 
before we come to a decision on the matter. 

The SECRETARY :FOR RAILWAYS: 
Perhaps I might say, in reply to the hon. mem­
ber, that he has given the Committee a good 
deal of information, but I heard most of this 
evidence the day before yesterday from a some­
what belated deputation which waited upon me 
from Doctor's Creek. I told the gentlemen who 
came from Doctor's Creek to advocate this new 
route from the range to Cooyar that they had 
waited for twelve months, that it i• now twelve 
months ago since I introduced the Kingsthorpe 
to Goombungee line from my place in the House, 
and I then made the statement that it was not the· 
intention of the Government or the department 
to continue that line on to Cooyar, owing to the 
fact that the estimate. was £70,000 more than the 
estimated cost of the romte from Oakey to Cooyar. 
Very minute investigations were made, not with 
any idea on my part of favouring Oakey, 
because I have no interest in the people of the 
small towns whue they want to pull the railway 
to. It is the interests of the people on the 
land that I consider-the interests of those who· 
will have to shoulder the responsibility if the 
line does not pay 3 per cent. I told the gentle­
men who waited on me the day before yesterday 
that they had waited twelve months until just. 
on the owe of the plans being considered, and 
that they should have come along twelve months 
ago. There were other people who came along 
within twenty-four hours after I announced that 
it was not the intention of the Government to 
continue the line from Cooyar over three ranges. 
Those people, who did not desire to see the line 
go from Oakey, submitted another route, but it 
was not the route that was submitted to me this 
week. I am exceedingly sorry that it should 
have happened, but I do not think the Com­
mittee should consider the desires of those who 
wait for twelve months, and then practically try 
to delay the construction of a very much needed 
line, a.nd a line that I am quite sure the settlers 
on the Darling Downs and the country will 
never regret bnilding. 

Mr. MURPHY: I think the him. member 
for Aubigny should have a few words to say on 
the subject. I should like to hear him on the 
subject before recording my vote, otherwise I 
might have to oppose the resolution. (Laugh­
ter.) 

Mr. THORN (Aubigny): The explanation 
given by the Minister has been quite mfficient 
without my saying anything. I might mention 
that the timber from the Oakey-Cooyar railway 
will supply not the Darling Downs only, bnt also 
the electorate of the hon. member for \Varrego, so 

. that that hon. member's electorate is going to be 
benefited by the railway. 1 hold in my hand a 
map giving the whole of the areas that the rail­
way is going through, and they are all small 
areas. I have the benefited area marked, and I 
can as~ure bon. members that the line is going 
to serve a great deal of agricultural land. There 
is hardly any prickly pear from Oakey until you 
get beyund Evergreen, but even there the whole 
of the lotnd is fit for agriculture. Any body 
knows that the only way of coping with prickly 
pear on good agricultural lane! is to plough it 
under. It is no use saying the country is no 
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good. The map shows that it is all settled by 
small ReJectors, and they are qnite willing to 
give a guarantee. The hon. member for vVarrego 
spoke of five mills from which the timber would 
all go by the Goombungee line, but, as a matter of 
fact, the timber from two of those lines will go by 
the Oakey line. I have no wish to do an in­
justice to the people in any portion of my 
electorate, but I can say that the engineer told 
me that there was no hope of getting down that 
range and coming hack again without costing the 
country and the people who have to guarantee it 
a very large sum of money. It would be a 
bigger burden thttn the people who have given 
thtl guarantee could stand. I introduced a depu­
tation to the Minister on the 2-ith of iast month 
asking for an extension of 12 or 14 miles from 
Crow's Nest to Emu Creek, to the place where 
the people who have been pulling the leg of the 
hon. member for \Varrego come from. Two of 
those people live about 8 and 4 miles respectively 
from the Oakey-Cooyar railway, and that is not 
too far to carry produce. \V e Citnnot take a rail­
way to the ba6k door of every farmer, and the 
farmer who has a railway 7, 8, or 9 miles away 
should be satisfied. I hope the Committee will 
agree to the resolution. 

Mr. MURPHY: After listening to the hon. 
1~1ember for 4ubigny I shall withdraw my opposi­
twn to the railway. At the same time, I would 
like to point out that the Secretary for Lands 
informed the Committee that this route is covered 
with prickly pear. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The intimatwn 
was made by the Secretary for Lands with 
regard to two selections that have been forfeited. 

Mr. :YIURPHY : I am sorry I misunderstood 
the hon. gentleman, hut the hon. member for 
Aubigny pointed out that there was a large 
amount of prickly pear there. He did not refer 
to two selections. 

Mr. THORN: Not until you get beyond Ever­
green, about 15 mile~ along. 

Mr. ::\IURPHY: I understood from the hon. 
member that there was more prickly pear than 
timber. I am sorry that I misunderstood the 
hon. member, and "I truot the construction of 
therail.way will open up that part of the country 
and will belp the settlers to become better off 
than they are at the present time. 

Question put and passed. ' 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
porlled the resolutions, which were agreed to . 

• JOINT COMMITTEES. 

Upon the Order of the Day for the considera­
tion of the Legislative Council's message of the 
lOth instant being read, 

The PRE11IER said : I beg to move-
That mr. Speaker, :Mr. Coltell, ROd :Ur. i\Inv he 

•ppointed members of the Joint Library Committee; 
Mr. Speaker, Mr. Roberts, and Mr. Ryland members of 
the Jo\nt Committee for the ;\lfanagement of the 
Refreshment-rooms; and Mr. Speaker, Mr. D. Hunter, 
and Mr. Payne members of the Joint Committee for the 
::\{anagement and Superintendence o! the Parliamentary 
Buildings; ar>d that these appointments be communi­
cated to the Legislative Council, by message in the 
usual form. 

M~. RYLAND: I must protest against being 
appomted a member of the Refreshment-rooms 
Committee without being consulted. (Laughter.) 
It looks something like a. plot. I shall have to 
co~sidec. the matter, and probably send in my 
resignation. (Renewed laughter.) 

Question put and passed. 

AD,JOUR::\fMENT. 

The PREMIER : I move that this House do 
now adjourn. To-morrow we will first take the 
formal stages of the Public Servic~ Superarmua­
tion Bill, the Metropolitan \Vater and Sewerage· 
Bill, and the Land Acts Amendment Bill. Then 
we will go on with the Committee stage of the 
University of Queensland Bill. As to-morrow 
is Friday, we might perhaps adjourn when :-ve 
have finished the University of Queemland Bill,. 
RO that it may be sent to the otber House. 

Mr. LENNON : I would like to ask the Hon. 
the Treasurer if he can give us any definite in­
formation in regard to the Estimates. I under­
stood him the other night to say they would be 
tabled "some time next week." Can he name 
the day? 

The TRgASURER : I think I can promise 
them for \Vednesday, or at the latest Thursday. 

Mr. HARDACRE : And the Financial State­
ment? 

The TREASURER: The Financial State­
ment and the Estimates. 

Question. put and passed. 
The House adjourned at twenty-five minutes 

past 10 o'clock. 




