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Address in Reply. [5 NovEMBER.] Questions. 53 

FRIDAY, 5 KoYEii!BER, 1909. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. J. T. Bell, Dalby) took 
the chair at half past 3 o'clock. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table, were 
ordered to be printed :-

(1) Report on theJubileeSanatorium, Dalby, 
fnr the year ended on the 30th June, 
1909. 

(2) Report on the Diamantina Hospital for 
Chronic Diseases for the year ended on 
the 30th ,June, 1909. 

(3) Report of the Oomn1is>ioner of Police 
for the year 1908. 

(4) Annual report of the Chief Protector of 
Aboriginals for the year 1908. 

QUESTIO:\S. 
TOW:XSVILLE lHTJK!CIPAL COUNCIL AKD GOVERN· 

MEKT LOAKS. 

Mr. :i\IAXN asked the Home Secretary-
\fill he cause inquiry to be made as to whether it is 

true, as alleged, that the To,Ynsville Municipal Council 
is borrmving money from a private bank to pay interest 
and redemption m:. money loaned to saicl council by the 
Government P 

The HO:i\1E SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 
Appel, Albert) replied­

Xo. 
Mr. MAKN : Why? 
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PEARL AND BECHE·DE·>IER FISHING. 
Mr. MANN asked the Chief Secretary-
Is it the intention of the Government to take steps 

to make pearl and becbe~de-mer fishing a white man's 
industry, and preserve our Xorthern seaboard for the 
white race? 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Kidston, Rock­
hampton) replied-

Yes. 

INTELLIGENCE AND TOt:RIST BUREAU FOR 
CAIRNS. 

Mr. 1IA::\X asked the Chief Secretary-
1. Is it the intention of the Government to e:;::tab­

lish a branch of the Intelligence aucl Tourist Bureau 
in Cairns? 

2. If so, will ;teps be taken to have said branch 
established as early as pos81b1e so as to cope with the 
inrush of visitors during next season? 

The PREMIER rei,•lied-
1. 'C\fot at present. 
2. See answer to So. I. 

(Government !aughler.) 

INEBRIATE ASYLCJ\1. 
Mr. MAY (F/inders) asked the Home Secre­

tary-
Has anything beeu done in regard to ec;tablishing an 

inebriate asylum in Queensland;-

The HOME SECRETARY replied-
Yes. An inebriate institution will be estJLblished at 

Peel Island about the end of the ye"". 

CONSTITUTION AND COST OF WAGES 
BOARDS. 

. On the motion of :i'!:Ir. MAlJGHAN (Ipswich), 
It was formally resolved-

That there be laid hpon the table of the House a 
~eturn ~hC?wing. a l~st of wages boards now operating 
In the varwus distriCts, together with-

1. Xarne of board; 
2. Date of constitution; 
3. X umber of members; 
4. Date of appointment; 
5. Xame of chairman and date of appointment; 
6. Date when determination has come into op£ra~ 

tion; 
7. Total cost of fees paid to chairmen and members 

of all wages boards to date. 

COST OF ELECTIONS IN 1908 Al'\D 1909. 

On the motion of Mr. LAND (Bal~nne), it 
was formally resolved-

That there be laid on the table of the House ·a return 
showing-

1. The cost of the elections held in the years 1908 
and 1909; 

2. Tlle cost in each elect01·al district in each year. 

UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND BILL. 
INTRODt:CTION', 

On the SPE.~KER being formally moved out of 
the chair, · 

Mr. W. D. ARl\ISTROXG took his seat 
as Chairman of Committees amid cheers, and 
said : I desire to express my obligation to hon. 
members for the confidence placed in me by 
placing me in the position I now occupy. I 
hope that I shall so condud the business of the 
House whilst I am the occupant of the chair 
that it would reflect credit upon ourselves and 
all concerned. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: :\Iight he be permitted first of 
all to congratulate Mr. Armstrong upon the 
position be was assuming. He moved-

That it is desirable that a Bill be introduced to. 
incorporate and endow the University of Queensland. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRl>IAN reported 
that the Committee had come to a resolution, 
and it was agreed to. 

FIR~T READING. 

The Bill was then read a first time, and the 
second re:1ding made an Order of the Day for 
'l'uesday, the 9th instant. 

MINING ON PRIVATE LAND BILL. 
I'NTRODUCTI0:-1 AND FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
MINES, this Bill, which had been initiated in 
Committee, was rea,cl a first time, and the second 
reading made an Order of the Day for Tuesday, 
the 9th instant. 

POLICE JURISDICTION AXD SUM:i'!IARY 
OFFENCES BILL. 

I:-!TRODUOTI0:-1 A:-!D FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the HO:\IE SECR}!]TARY, 
this Bill, which had been initiated in Commit­
tee, was read a first time. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I beg to mcn·e­
That the second reading stand an Order of the Day 

tor Tuesday, the 9th instant . 

Nir. LESIN A: I object to the motion for thE> 
Bill being read a second time on Tuesday next, 
This is a rather extensive ::tlteration in the law, 
and I think hon. members shonld have an oppor­
tunity of studying the Bill before the second 
reading comes on. It is a large Bill, as far as I 
am able to judge, and I think it should be circu· 
lated immediately so that members may make 
themselves acquainted with its provisions. 

The HO :VIE SECRETARY: The Bill is 
practie.tlly a. consolidation of the present law 
regulating these matters, with certain necessary 
amendn1ents. 

:\Ir. LESINA: It may be a very good Bill, but 
we want to see it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not think 
the Bill is likely to come on before next 
Thursrlay. 

Mr. LESIXA: \Vill we get copies to-morrow? 

The HO:\lE SECRETARY: The Bill will 
go to the printer in about half an hour, and will 
be ave.ilable as soon as it is possible to get it 
printed: 

Question put and passed. 

WORKERS' DWELLINGS BILL. 
INITfATlON. 

The TREASURER: I move that the 
Speaker do now leave the chair. 

Mr. HA1IILTO="' (Gregory): I suppose the 
reply we got in reference to circulating the last 
Bill will apply to this. 

The TREASURER: It will probably be cir· 
culated to-morrow morning. 

Question put and passed. 
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CO:II11ITTEE. 

The TREASURER moved-
That it is deeirable that a Bill be introduced to enable 

the Government to assist persons in receipt of small in­
comes to provide homes for themselves. 

The PREMIER: As there wa~ a number of 
Bills to be sent to the Government Printing 
Office, he might sav at once that thev would be 
available to ~on. nlembers this evening or to­
morrow n1ornrng. 

Mr. MANN : Perhaps the Trea~urer would 
now give him the information he asked for 
yesterday-namely, whether the Bill provided 
that even if persons did not possess freeholds, 
but had leasehold", they would be able to borrow 
on the leasehold security to erect homes for 
themselves. 

After a pause, 
Mr. MANK : He could not allow this to !{O 

through Without a reply. If he received a reply 
he .would allow the _motion to go through; if not, 
he m tended to cletam the Committee until he got 
a reply, so that he might frame an amendment 
such as was framed by the late Minister for 
Mines, Mr. Jackson, providing that money ean 
be borrowed en lPaseholds as well as on free­
holds. 

The TREASURER: It was unusual to give 
such inforn1ation at thiH stage. He would ask 
the hon. men_1ber to curb his impatience till a 
later stage, when he would get full information. 

Mr. MANN: That was no answer to his ques­
tion. No member on the other side whethet• 
Treasurer or Premier, was going to sit ~n him. 

The CH .AIRMAN: Ordilr ! I may point out 
to the hon. member for Uairns that the question 
before the Committee at present is the desirable­
ness of introducing the mea"ure, not what the 
measure contains. The instruction to the Oom­
mitee is to consider whether it is desirable to 
introduce the Bili or not, and I would ask him 
to confine himself to that question. 

::\fr. MANN : He was confining himself to it 
but before allowing its introduction hP wished t~ 
k~ow its contents. If the Treasurer would give 
him an answer he would allow the Bill to go 
throt;tgh ; if he did not do. so he would be only 
keepmg the House from domg business. He in­
si,ted on knowing whether the Bill contained the 
provision to which he referred. 

The PRE:IIIER: 'You C'1nnot insist on ~nything 
here. 
* ::\1r. ::\1'C'LLAN thought the question asked 
by the hon. me.mber for Cairn" was a very 

pertment one. It was not desirable 
[4 p.m.] to introduce this Bill unless it made 

provision for building on leasehold 
as well a? fref'holds, ~nd the Treasurer, in order 
to expedite the busmess of the Houb·., should 
answer the qnesti:Jn. 

Qllestion iJUt. 
~Ir. l\L\..NN: If the Treasurer was wise he 

would yield to the wishes of this side of the 
House. They did not want another division 
like they had yesterday, but it WD,s only fair 
when a 1nember asked a question in a eonrteous 
manner t?at he should get a reply. During the 
late electwn word was sent uu-he did not know 
whethe1· it was sent by th~ bte Government 
"\Vbip," the ex-member for Burke, or by whom 
-that he (::\Ir. :Yiann) was discourteous and rude 
to the hr:tds of the denarlm nts. 

The PRE>UER: Very shockh;g. 

1 
~Ir. :NI.ANN : A very shocking thing to say. 

.t JUSt showed how far the Chief Secretarv had 
got on the path to what the B1'1letin used to say 
of th.e old Philp party-fighting the election by 
unfair mfans-how be tried to bribe the electors, 

and in an unfair way to belittle the character of 
the men who WPre standing in opposition to him. 
For that reason he desired to say that he had 
never been disconrteous to any head of a depart­
ment. 

The CH.AIR:YIAX: Order ! The hon. member 
for Cairns must know that he is going entirely 
outsicle the rang·e of debate. I must ask him to 
confine himself to the question. 

:i\'Ir. :\I.A~K : He was asking a question, and 
he bad not got a reply to it. The Treasurer 
would be wise not to allow bim,elf to be dominated 
by the Chief Secretary, but to give a courteous 
answer to the question. The House had every 
right to know whether the Bill would provide 
for a pers,;n who held a leasehold to get an 
advance under this Bill to secure a home. 

Mr. l\IURPHY: Whether it will take in mining 
constituencies. 

Mr. :\1ANN : Whether it would take in min­
ing constituencies or not, because such con­
stituencies would he penalioed if they received no 
benefit under the Bill. He had as mo.cb right 
as the member for Ct~irn• to a3k the question as 
the hon. member for Enoggera would have, and 
a right to receive an answer. 

J\Ir. MURPHY : If he does not know, let him 
say so. 

:Mr. HA::\IILTON (Gregm·y) pointed ont than 
the inft,rmation sought for wus on a principle of 
the Bill, and not a mere detail of the Bill. It 
was not always customary to ask for informa­
tion on the introductory stage, but, considering 
the importance of this measure, he thought the 
question of the hon. member for Cairns was a 
very fair one. It was a very important ques­
tion to members of mining constituencies, and 
unless they knew whether the principle of 
advances to leaseholders was included, they 
would not know whether to vote for or against 
the Bill. If the :Y1inister refused to answer the 
question of the hon. member for Co.irns to-day, 
it might be the turn of any other hon. member 
another day. Minorities had rights and privi­
legP-s, and it was quite right for any member or 
any n1inority of the House to a'k for inform­
ation in any Bill which was going ta be intro­
duced. The question was a fair one, and on an 
importo1nt principle of the Bill, and the infor­
mation ought to be given. 

The PREMIER thought that hon. members 
opposite would Ree that if they went into these 
matters they migb t just as well go over the whole 
province of the Bill at this stage of the pro­
ceedings. 

:Yir. HAmLTOX : 'fhis is a vital principle. 
The PRE:\IIER: They might have a discus­

sion on every detail that could be includPd in the 
Bill, and the whole of the time occupied would 
be simply wasted. In about one minute the Bill 
would be Joid on tbe t>tble, and hon. members 
could see the information in it by sirnp'y asking 
the Clerk to look at it, and then they could oppose 
tbe Bill or arrange to have it amended. The fail' 
thing was to permit the Bill to ba introduced, 
then rnembers could see what was in it, and could 
either accept it, object to it altogether, or amend 
it. 

::VIr. ::\IURPHY: You often take objection at this 
stage. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie) asked if there was 
no provision in the Bill to euable ad VM1C8il to be 
made in connection with leaseholds, would it be 
outside the order of leave to move an amend­
ment in that direction 1 

Hon. R. PHILP: No; certainly not. 
The PREilliER : You can amend the order of 

~eave. 

Mr. Ryland.] 
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Mr. LESINA (Clermont) pointed out that 
nnder the order of leave ample opportunity 
would be allowed in any direction that the Com­
mittee might. consider necessary when the Bill 
was introduced. 

Mr. MANN: What did you say when the 
Etheridge Railway was introdnced? 

Mr. LESINA: This was not a Railway Bill, 
but a Bill to enable persons with sn,all incomes 
to provide homes for themselves. 

The PRE)Ill<JR: This is a Bill on which there 
is no dispute as to th<: principle. 

Mr. LESINA was just as anxious t,:> see 
persons with small incomes provide homes for 
themselves a; the hon. member for c.irns was. 
His rectding of this was that no member wo•tld 
be precluded from moving, in Committee, th1tt 
persons could obtain money to build a home on 
the security of their leaseiH'lds. 

Mr. HAMIW'ON: It might provide for advances 
on freehold security only. 

Mr. LESIN c\_ : It did not sav certain persons 
·who '\Ver~.J freeholders, or certain pPrB,ms who 
wae iea,<lholders. He thought the u-der of 
leave would not exclude persons who only 
possessed a leasehold from the benefit of the 
1neasure when the matter can1e up for discussion 
in Committee ; but, even if it did, and they 
challenged the Bill now, the only thiw,o: they 
could do was to vote 1tgainst it, and they were 
not in sufficient numbers to prevent it being 
introduced. In the view that the Bill did not 
exclude leaseholders he ohould give it his assis­
tance, but he did not believe that measures of 
this deocription ever did much good. 

Mr. BLAIR differed from the hon. member 
who had just resumed his seat. The hon. mem­
ber for Cairns in putting the question he had 
put to the Treamrer was only doing what mem­
bers had been accustomed to do from time im­
memorial in matters of this kind. The question 
was perfectly legitimate ttnd courteous, and all 
the deh1tte which had taken place might ha Ye 
been avoided if the Treasurer had answered the 
question and stated whether or not the Bill com­
prehended leaseholders tts well as freeholr!ers. 
It was a mftt,ter of common sense that one of the 
elements by which the desirability <·f intr,>duc­
ing the Bill was to be determined was whether 
it applied to tLe numerous class of people who 
followecl the occupation of mining and were in 
receipt of only bmall incomes. A similar Bill 
which was introduced the session before last WM 
defective in this respect, and that defect was 
discussed to such effect that the Bill was with­
drawn. He submitted that it was a legitimate 
thing to a"k if that defect had been curp·! in the 
Bill which it was now propospd to introduce, 
and he hoped the Treasurer would answer the 
queotion, and let them proceed with the business 
of the House. 

~he CHAIRMAN : In reply to a question 
whiCh has been raised, I may say that the specifi­
cation of this order of leave is so wirle that it will 
not yreclude 1tny member <>f the Hon·,e from 
movmg an ftmendment later on to include build­
·ing homes upon land held under any form of 
·tenure. 

Mr. MANN thought the Treasurer should 
take the advice of the hon. member for Ipswich, 
and give members the information he had asked 
for, because every member representing a mining 
electorate felt that the previous Bill did ftn in­
justice to " very deserving class of workers, in 
that it precluded leaseholders from participating 
in the benefit of its provisions. If the proposed 
Bill did not include leaseholders there would be 
a great ~~a! of debate, and he expected to see 
every mmmg member, among whom he included 

[Mr. Lesina. 

himself, rise up and protest against such a defec­
tive measure. If the Bill did not inclucle lease­
holders, then not only would miners be placed at 
a disadvantage, but shearers and others who 
took up small leaseholds in the \Vest would be 
pre\·ented from borrowing money from the Go­
vernment to provide homes for themselve,. 
It was simply due to a bit of obstinacy on the 
part of the Treasurer that this debate had taken 
place. If the hon. gentlema_n ha? risen. in his 
placA and stated tbftt the Brll drd not mclude 
leaseholders, ftS from bis reluctance to answer 
t;he quesl ion :>ppeare i to be the case, the ques­
tion would have been put before that and a 
division taken, and he was sure th~:..t every 1nan 
on that side would have voterl against the intro­
duction of the measure. He trusted that even 
at this late hour the Trr01surer would answer 
the qmstion, and inform the Connnittee whether 
the Biil did or did not inclnde leaseholders. 
Surely the hon. gentleman wouid not allow his 
childish--

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 

Mr. J\!IANN: \Veil, he would say his school­
boyish temper to prevent him answering a 
courteons question. 

Question put and passed. 
The TREASURER moved that the Chairman 

leave the chair, and report to the House that 
the Committee had come to a resolution. 

Mr. i'.IAXN: Before the resolution was re­
ported he would like to know whether members 
would be able to get a copy of the Bill at an 
early date. Seeing that the Government we~e 
rushing a number o£ Bills before the House It 
was desirable that they should be citeulated as 
early as possible, so that memter' might have 
time to study their provisions, and he would 
like to see this particular measure as soon as 
practicable, so that he might have time to dmft 
an amendment, if necessary. 

The TREASURER said he had already 
informed the Committee that the Bill would go 
round to the printer immediately after it was 
introduced, with instructions to hav~ copies 
available as soon as possible, and that mforma­
tion had been suvplemented by the Premier. 
He could not say more than that. 

Mr. :MANN wiohed to thank the Treasurer 
for his courtesy in answering his question. 
(Laughter.) 

Question put 1tnd passed. 
The House resumed ; and the CHAIRli!AN 

reported the resolution. 
Res0lution a.:;reed to. 

FIRST READING. 

The Bill was then read a first time, and the 
second reading made an Order of the Day for 
Tuesday next. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACT AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY moved-
That the Speaker do now leav;, tbe chair, and the 

House resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole for 
the purpose of considering the desirableness of intro~ 
ducing a Bill to amend the Local Authorities Act of 
1902 in certain particulars, and for other purposes conw 
sequen t thereon. 

1\Ir. LENNON: I heg to move the omission 
of all the words 1tfter "1902," in order to widen 
the scope of the Bill. Hitherto we have found 
in connection with similar Bills that it has been 
intended to amend the Act of 1902 in trivial 
respects, and when members on this side desi~ed 
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'to see some larger amendments made in the Ad, 
we were met with the objection that they were 
{)Utside the order 0f leave. 

The SPEAKER : I think the proper time for 
the hon. member to move hi~ amendment will be 
in Committee or at the report stage. 

Question put and passed. 

INITIATION lN CO}J])!ITTEE. 

The HOl\lE SECRETARY mowd-
That it is de:drable that a Bill be introduced to amend 

the Local Authorities Act of 1902 in certain particulars 
and for other yurposes consequent thereon. ' 

Mr. LEKNON : His previous amendment 
having been rnled ont of order, he deoired lo 
amend the m~tion slightly, and he therefore 
n1oved the on11ssion of the word:; "in certain 
particulars." If the Home Secretary would 
1nform them what those ''certain particulars" 
were, _mem berg on his side might be so sa tidied 
that 1t would not be nece;,ary to press the 
amendment. 

The HOME SECRETARY: 'l'he hon. mem­
ber must be aware that the inforrnation he now 
asked for was usually accr rded on the second­
reading otage. He had outlined the amendments 
to be proposed on a previous occasion. They 
were those which had been asked for by con­
ferences of local authorities fot· the proper 
working of the Act, and beyond that he was not 
prepared to go. 

. Mr. RYLAND: Other Bills bearing the same 
title had been so restricted that members on the 
Opposition Ride had been informed that they had 
lost their opportunity of moving other amend­
ments by not dealing with the matter at the 
proper time. One direction in w hicb they 
wanted to amend the principal Acb was in con­
nection ":ith the franchise, doing away with 
plural votmg, and substituting the principle of 
one person one vote. There was also the method 
of 'aluing gold mining and other mining 
leases, and he would ask the Hon. the Home 
Secretary whether the Bill made any provision 
for amending the Act in that respect? At 
present the valuation was based on acreage. 
One 25-acre leasehold might be wurthle;;s, whilst 
another might be worth £1,000,000. Yet both 
would he .assessed at the same value, and that 
was not fmr. 

Mr. FORSYTH (.Moreton) : If every hon. 
member was to be allowed to bring forward any 
amendment he liked in connection with the 
Local Authorities Act, the whole of the session 
would be taken np in amending the Act. 

Mr. LENNON: Are you a member of the 
Cabinet without portfolio? 

:::vir. FORSYTH was not a member of the 
Cabinet, but he had as much right to speak on 
the subject as the hon. member for Herbert. It 
was a very foolish question to ask. They all 
knew the length of time it took to pass the 
Local Authorities Act in 1902, and, if the order 
of lea1-e were widened as proposed by the hon. 
member, it would mean that far too much time 
would have to be devoted to the Bill. It would 
probably take a month, and they all knew that 
there was a large number of Bills which they 
were anxious to pass this session. 

Mr. LENNON : Are you Deputy Premier ? 

Mr. FORSYTH: He was not Deputy Pre­
mier. It was a mistake to introduce amend­
ments at that stage, because it 'would be the 
means of opening up a very wide scope for the 
discussion of the Bill. 

Mr. HAMILTON (Oregory) did nnt know of 
any m01e important mea;ure that could be 

bronght before the House at the 
[4.30 p.m.] present tinw than a Local Authori-

ties BilL (Hear, hear!) As the 
Premier knew, when he was a member of 
the Labour party, it had always been the 
de"ire of that party to widen the franchise in 
connection with the local authoritiee. As to the 
Local Authorities' Com'eEtion which was held 
in Brisbane every ytar, he looked on such a con­
vention \Vith us n1ueh concern as he would look 
upon n. progress association in one of the small 
towns. 

J\Ir. COTTELL: That shows what you know 
about it. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Delegates came from all 
over the Htate tu nttend the convention, but it 
was held at Exhibition time merely to give the 
delegates a trip to Brisbane at tlnt particular 
time. He had the busine;•s-paper that was 
brought before the las~ con;-ention held in Bris­
bane, and it was the most conservative affair 
that could be got anywhere. It had become a 
growing custom in tho House of late to introduce 
Bilh in Committee, and tie down the Committee 
to certain amendments which the Government 
proposed to introduce, As soon as the Bill was 
introduced, they were tied down to the order 
of leave, and, if the Bill did not contain a 
certain amendment they wished to see included, 
they could not introduo that amendment, 
because it wn~; outside the order of leave. 
He protesterl against such a practice as that 
being allowed to continue. "What he would 
like to see introduced was a real, up-to-date 
Local Authorities Bill. (Hear, hear!) They 
considered tha~ it was ;;.n import~.nt Bill, so 
what did it matter if it did take a little time? 
It was a])Jut time that they took np some time 
in the House in discussing the legislation that 
was required for the country. (Hear, hear !) If 
the words were omitted as asked by the deputy 
le~de,- of the Oppe·ition, and the scope of the· 
Bill widened, it would allow members to discuss 
it fully. If it was going to be a Bill framed on 
the linee of the Local Au'horities' Ollllvention, 
then he did not care if it never gut on to the 
table of the Hoube at all. He protested against 
the growing custom of always introducing Bills 
in Committee, and tying down the Committee 
to the cir:::umscribed space within the order of 
leave. 

The PRE~IIER: Perhaps the deputy leader 
of the Opposition might have learned that Rome 
was not built in a day. 

Mr. Mc:RPHY: We heard that from you. 

The PREMIER: And perhaps they also 
heard from him the,t they could not do every­
thing at once. And they had sometimes beard 
him bay that half a loaf was better than no 
bread. (Laughter.)· 

Mr. l\IGRPHY: And two motor-cars are better 
than one. (Laughter.) 

The PRE:\1IER: Much better. The Local 
AuthoritiEs Act was a very comprehensive Act, 
running into some hundreds of clauses, and he 
would tell them frankly that the Govermnent did 
not think of bringing in a general amendment of 
the Local Authorities Act this year. (Hear, 
hear!) If the hon. gentlemen opposite thought 
it was better to have no good ''t all if they could 
not get all good, of cours9 they could vote against 
the introduction of the BilL The Government 
was of the opinion that it was better to do a little 
good even if they ccmld not get everything. 

Mr. LESINA : Even if we cannot get the whole 
objective. 

Hon. W. Kidston.] 
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The PREMIER : Even if they could not get 
the wh•1le hog, i~ was better to get as much as 
would give them a breakfast. (Laughter.) That 
was the idea of putting· in the words "in certain 
particulars," as it would limit the scope of the 
Bill. It was done exactly for the purpose of 
enabling the House to carry out a few amend­
ments which were proposed in n very extensive 
measure without opening up the whole measure 
for discussion. -

Mr. HAMILTO~ : It is a growing practice. 

The PREMIER: A number of members 
might wish for particular o,mendments which 
the Bill did not provide for, and, when they saw 
the Bill, they might my that thi> should be 
done, and others might say that that should be 
done, but they could not enter into a general 
amendment of the Act. The Government 
thought it was better, under the circ,1mstances, 
to propose to make a certain limited number of 
amendments which might be carried, and the 
Act improved in that respect. (Hear, hear!) 

:Mr. MAUGHAN: Those who had any 
experience at all of local government affairs 
would realise that there was plenty of room for 
improvement in connection with the existing 
statute. The Home Secretary, in his opening 
remarks, ventured the opinion that this Bill had 
been prompted very largely by certain deter­
minations arrived at by the Local Authorities' 
Convention, but he would remind that hon. 
gentleman that the Local Authorities' Conven­
tion was not the only body that took an interest 
in local government. At the last Labour Con­
vention a great deal of time was spent in 
considering this important question of local 
government reform. For the benefit of the hon. 
member he might tell him in what direction they 
desired to see that reform carried. Amongst 
other things they advocated one adult one vote, 
no disfranchisement for arrears of rates, and 
election of mayors of municipalities and chair­
man of other local bodies by the ratepayen. 

The HoME SECRETARY: No disfranchisemen h 
for arrears of rates. You want too much. 

Mr. ::\L4..UGHAN trusted that the time was 
not far distant when the reforms he had men­
tioned would be embodied in the State's local 
government laws. 

1Ir. 1IANN noticed the dictatorial way in 
which the hon. member for :\1oreton attempted 
to lecture the House, when he said that if they 
went into this rr;atter fully they would be there 
for a month. \Vhy not? The question of local 
government was one of the biggest que;tions 
they had to deal with in Queensland, and it was 
only right that they should have a comprehen­
sive, right up-to-date Local Authorities Bill 
introduced. He did not take much notice of 
what was &aid at the Local Authorities' Conven­
tions, owing to the fact that he had been behind 
the scenes. The delegate from the Cairn~ Shire 
Council, when he went back to Cairns, made his 
report to the council, and he Raid he voted with 
the majority every time. (Laughter.) He just 
looked to see where the majority was, and he 
shot up his hand accordingly. (Laughter.) 
There was a great deal in wha,t the hon. 
member for Gregory said-that they wanted a 
comprehen•ive Act pas,ed, because, in his (Mr. 
~ann's) e]ectm:ate he noticed many loopholes 
m connectwn w1th the present Act which paved 
the way for "cronk" voting. (He.>r, hear !) 
There were men who neither own nor occupy 
allotments, who walk up cheerfully to the chair­
man or mayor and sign the declaration that they 
occupy the property for which they were voting, 
while ''the man in the street" knows that they 
have not even a fowlhouse on it. \Vhile that 

[Hon. W. Kidston. " 

sort of thing was allowed, and when a com­
mission agent, who was left in charge of a large 
number of vacant allotments, sent his clerks and 
servants to vote as actual occupiers of property 
they do not occupy, then the municipalities 
and shire councils were run, not by the people 
living in the district, but by absentee owners 
living, for all they knew, in England and other 
'Jlaccs. (Hear, hear !) It was a reguhr Tam­
~any Hall busineos. Suppose it was desired to 
raise the rates in a town in order to make decent 
streets, and give decent lighting, or ordinary 
sanitary accommodation, those absentees, through 
their agente, simply rolled up in hundreds to 
block it. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order! I must 
point out to the hon. member for Cairns that the­
whole details of the Local Authorities Act are 
not open to discus.•ion. I have allowed hon. 
members a certain amount of liberty, but when 
it c8mcs to discmsing in detail what the pro­
visions are, I think the hon. member will see he 
is going too far. 

Mr. ::11ANN : He was dealing with the re­
marks made by the Premier. 

The CHAIRMAN: I may say I think I com­
mitted an error in allowing hon. members on 
both siges rather too much latitude, but, having 
made one mistake, I do not see why I should 
allow it to be perpetuated. 

.Mr. MAKN : Having made the mistake, you 
should allow it to continue to the end of the 
deb,.te, and on a future occasion be more careful 
and confine members of the Committee within 
the four corners of the question. The line of 
thought set out by the amendment--

The CHAIRMAN : I must call the hon. 
member for Cairns to order again, and ask him 
to coniine himself absolutely to the question 
before the Committee. 

Mr. FoRSY1'H ~ He can't do it. 
Mr. :\IANN: He would try to obey the 

ruling. He understood the motion before the 
Committee was to amend the resolution by omit­
ting the words " in certain particulars." 

The UHAIRMAN : For the information of 
the hon. member, I will read the question before 
the Committee. The question is-

That it is desirable that a Bill be introduced to­
amend the Local Authorities Act of 1902 in certain par­
ticular-;;;, and for other purpose~ consequent thereon. 
I must ask the hon. member ior Ce,irns to confine 
himself to that resolution. 

Mr. MANN: \Vas he to understand that no• 
amendment had been moved? 

The CHAIR:\IAN: No. 

Mr. MANN : Since no amendment had been 
moved, he would mova that tbe motion be 
amended by omitting the words " in certain par­
ticulars," in order to allow full sce1pe for dis­
cuRsion. 

Mr. RYLAND: The leader of the Opposition 
has already moved a similar nmendment. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order, order ! 
Mr. JYIANN : The Labour party were not 

very courteous to him a short tinie before, but 
he would allow the leader of that parLy to move 
the amendment. 

The CHAIR:\IAN : Order, order ! 
Mr. LENNON: I did move that amendmen:t. 
The CHAIRMAN: Ko. 

:Mr. LENNON formally moved that the­
words "in certain particulars" be deleted. 

Mr. LESIN A: By taking out the words "in 
certain pnrticulars" they left the door wide open, 
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and would make it a general Bill in the sense 
that every member of the Committee could 
move any amendment to the Local Authorities 
Act he thought fit. That was exactly what the 
leader of the Opposition wanted to do. He 
wanted to so arrange the matter that every 
member of the Committee could amend the 
Local Government Act in any direction in due 
course. The present Bill consisted of about a 
dozen clausee. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : The present Bill? 
The PRE)IIER: The Act contains about 300 

clauses. 
)llr. LESIN A : He had not seen the Bill. 

All he knew was that it wa~ propose,] to amend 
the Local Authorities Act of 1902, which was a 
very big Act, and he was in the House when it 
was passed. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It was so big 
that it was practically passed by a small com-
mittee. -

Mr. LESIN A: The conference of local autho­
rities had made certain suggestions, and he 
assumed that the Government had introduced 
into the Bill certain of those recommendations. 
The 'Yiinister had pointed that out. By knock­
ing out the words "in certain particulars" they 
opened wide the door, not only to amendm~nts 
the Government thought advisable to introduce 
into the Act, but to the many amendments hon. 
members on that side wished to introduce. He 
had sixtPen amendments himself, which he had 
carefully incubated for years past-ever since 
the passage of the 1902 Act. The hon. member 
for Gym pie, Mr. Ryland, was a special authority 
on local government, and would probably have 
fifty·two amendments. 

Mr. RYLAJSD : Only two. 

Mr. LESINA: They would be two ;·ita! 
amendments, and there would be numbers of 
amendments consequent thereon. Every mem­
ber on that side would have amendments, and 
probably every member on the other side, and 
instead of fifty clauses they would have 150, 
with the amendments. ·what kind of a Bill 
would it be? 

::\Ir. HA}IILTON : "Why s!lould we not make it 
a good Bill? 

1Ir. LESINA: Of course they should, but it 
would be a patchwork Bill made up of amend­
ments without any coherence. The great curse 
of our legislation was that it was patch work 
legislation. Amendments were brought in, and 
rnshed through at all hours in the morning. It 
was pointed out recently in a very fine leading 
article in the South Australian Registe1·, that the 
reason why so much legislation was nece<s:>ry 
was bwause so hurriedly were those amendments 
made that the Ministry in charge and the Parli­
mentary Draftsman had no time to co-ordinate 
them-no time to grasp their vital significance, 
and the next session half the time was taken up 
in amending legislation instFad of being devoted 
to useful measures. 

1Ir. LEN::>ON: Does not the Upper House 
check legislation? 

?,fr. LESIXA: The Uprer House did not 
check legislation. Everybody knew that it 
simply delayed legislation. Because he had 
sixteen amendments ready, he wanted to see the 
amendment carried, and he would vote for it. 
He wanted a chance of introducing t,hoBe amend­
ments, which were very democratic. During 
his tour in New Zealand he attended the Labour 
party's conference at which they carried a 
number of resolutions dealing with local authori­
ties, and every one of those resolutions should 

be incorporated in the Local Authorities Bill. 
He would have these amendments prepared by 
the Parliamentary Draftsman and circulated;; 
and if they cvuld open the door to improving the 
Act by the passage of these amendments, he 
hoped to leav8 the impres~ of his name and fame· 
on the legislation of the State. At the last con­
ference of the Labour party certain amendments 
of the Local Authorities Act were suggested, 
and thev wanted to amend the Bill on those· 
lines. 1Iemhers on both sides were concerned in. 
local government, and he hoped they would give 
their a'sist.ance in getting the words eliminated· 
from the motion. 

* ::\Ir. MANN : He was glad to find there were 
other members who wmetimes considered it was 
a good thing to know what a Bill contained 
before allowing it to be introduced. "\Vhen a 
Bill was brought in he considered it was the· 
property of the House>, and every member ;;hould 
be in. a position to move amendment~ with a 
view to its improvement. At the last Ha,rbour 
Board election in Cairns for the Shire of Barron 
one man exercised Bix votes, which was an in­
fringement of the Act, but it was allowed by the· 
returning officer. It was for reasons like that 
that he desired the omiEsion of these words, so 
that the Bill might !ewe the Chamber with the 
amendments they desired to introduce. He 
wanted the people to have the right to control· 
local government matters. They could not do­
that with the present rotten franchise, under 
which absentees might control the destinies of 
a rising town or shire. 

Mr. CoTTELL: How? 

Mr. MAl'\::'\r: The member for Toowong was. 
a commis.,ion agent; he was agent for certain 
properties--

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have before­
ruled the hon. member for Cairns out of order 
for diecussing details, and I now ask him to obey 
my ruling. 

Mr. MA:~N : He was sorry he transgressed, 
but he was trying to reply to a question. He 
wanted to be in a position to move amendment.~. 
to put into the hands of the ratepayers, the 
occupiers-into the hands of the people.-the 
right to control the destinies of their shire or 
municipality. 

1Ir. J\IA"C'GHAN (Ipswich): The hon. mem­
ber for Clermont intimated that he had in his 
possession sixteen er twenty amendments ready 
to introduce. So far as the Labour party was 
concerned, it did its busine;'s in a proper way,. 
and any amendments to be introduced by the 
narty in connection with this or any other Bill 
~vould filter through the executive channels of 
the party. 

The PRDIIER: In a purely non-party manner. 

:Hr. MAUGHAN: Yes; they did not repre­
sent party; they repmsented the people. So far 
a,~ the Labnur party was concen1ed in connection 
with thie Bill, it would do everything it could to 
facilitate business and introduce reforms. 

~tnestion-That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the question-put and 
passed. 

Original question put and passed. 

The House resnmed. The CHAIR1IAN reported· 
the recsolution, w hi eh was adopted. 

FIHS'r READING, 

The Bill was then read a first time, and the­
second reading made an Order of the Day for· 
Tuesday, the 9th instant. 

Mr. Maughan.] 
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ADDRESS I~ REPLY. 

RESUi\IPTIO:s' OF DEBATE. 

Mr. BRESLIN (Port Ourtis) who, on rtsmg-, 
was received with Opposition "Hear, hears J" 
said: I h~ve been in the habit of regarding thiR 
debate on the Address in Reply as an unneces-

sary waste nf public thn0, but, 
[5 p.m.] after the proceeding.; in the Cham- · 

her this e\'ening, I h~v·e slif(htly 
modified Lbat opinion. Ther1• are worhe things 
than the debate on the Address in Reply. 
·(Hear, hear l) Consequently, as a recognised 
occasion on which new metnbers are expected to 
make their maiden effort, I suppose it will be 
just as well if I make a few remarks on the mat­
ter contained in the Governor's Speech, or per­
haps on the omissions therefrom. \Ve have been 
promised and shown a very Hue Iiat of proposed 
measures. They look very prett)', but I am 
sorry to say that a lot of them are "che'ltnuts." 
\Ve have seen them often before, 'but I 
think the gilt is worn <·ff the gingerbread in 
connection with them. Perhap.s on this occa­
sion the Premier, ,remembering his views when 
on the opposite side, m~y be inclined to push 
some of them through. Let ns hope so ; that is 
one of the things that remain" to be seen. \Vill 
these Bills come up to the promise of their 
titles, or will they not? Perhaps not. I, for 
one, as a new member, and one who has not had 
any experience in this Chamber, am more than 
pleased to see that a Bill has been introduced 
and laid on the table to incorporate and endow 
the University of Queensland, but at the same 
time I sincerely hope that this measure will be 
found to be a good progres~ive measure. I hope 
that it will not be to found a Unh·ersity which 
will be but a slavish imitation of old-world L.Tni­
versities, which perhapq are ornamental, but 
are of verv little use. I wonld soc41er see a 
measure embodying an institution modelled on 
the lines of the newer Americw l:niver.sities­
institutions which hav~ the object of educating, 
and perhaps one might say creating, men and 
women of a serious turn of mind, w h • will be 
an asset to the State. Moreover, I hope and trust 
to see a clauss embodied in this Bill that in the 
case of appointments, profes•orial or otherwi;,e, 
preference must a] ways be given to Australians. 
'(Hear, hear J) I am an Australian-a bigoted 
Australian, if you wish-but I do not take second 
place to any man. Now, I had a short experience 
of the Unh·ersity of Sydney, and I have often 
wondered since why of all appointments it was 
found necessary on all profPssorial appointments 
to import a man from abroad, and another 
peculiar thing was that they mostly came from 
Scotland. (Laughter.) 

An HONOURABLE l'IIE}IBER : It was to suit the 
Premier. 

Mr. BHESLIN: It might suit the Premier, 
but it won't suit young Australia. (Hear, 
hear l) Now, why shou:d those men always be 
brought from Scotland in the University of 
.Sydney, and probably Melbourne? 

Mr. MACKINTOSH : The cream of this House 
is from Scotland, my friend. (Laughter.) 

Mr. BRESLIN: I might illustrate the absur­
dity of tbis. There was Professor Durack, who 
was a Brisbane boy. He was born out here at 
the Albion, but he could never agpira to any­
thing higher or greater at Sydney University 
than a junior lecturership. He was a senior 
lecturer at the University in London, and he is 
now a professor at the University of Hyderabad. 
He had no possible hope at Sydney University. 
He should have come from Scotland. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH : The Highlands, you mean. 

[ 1!.1 r. Breslin. 

Mr. BRESLIN : There was a professor, Graf­
ton Elliott Smith. 

An HONOURABLE ME}!BER : From Falkirk? 
Mr. BRESLIN : No ; not that fflr. He was 

a Sydney man, but he never had a hope in his 
native place. Yet he made a world-wide reputa­
tion at Cairo. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH: A prophet has never any 
chance in his own country. 

Mr. BRPJSLIJ'\: But we want to have a 
chance in Queensland. He had never any chance 
in Sydney, in his own Univel"ity. He was lost 
there; he had to go to Cairo to make his world­
wide reputation. Now, why should that be? I 
hope that when we hnve our U ninrRity in a con­
crete working form it will be an established 
fac~ that when an appointment is to be made, 
or a position bec>mes vacant, we must have 
one of our own graiuates to fill that position. 
\Ve have the men, and they have the brains. 
Australians have brains, and why should they 
not have the opportunity? At present there is 
only one chance for an Australian to get a pro­
fessional position in Queensbnrl, and that is to 
go abr(.ad to be educated. The most rec·mt 
appc,intment made by the Government is proof 
of that statement. There are better men in 
Australia, perhaps, than the man recently 
appointed to the position I refer to, but they had 
not been abroad. 'fhey were only Anstr:clians, 
or semi-Australians, and semi-Anstralians have 
always to take a back place. When this Univer­
sity Bill is introduced, I hope it will prove to 
be a de1nocratic, progre~•;-:;ive Inett~ure. If it is, I 
have no doubt it will receive hearty support 
from this side of the Home. If, on the other 
hand, it is simply the prospectus of a factory 
for imparting a polish and adding a supercilious 
air to certain famous gentlemen with a tendency 
to snobbery, then I, for one, will be prepared to 
fight it by every possible means. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\\'AYS: Is that what 
the Sydney University does ? 

Mr. BRESLIN: Ye6. You will Hnd a 
mighty lot of snobs there. 

The SPEAKER : Order J I would remind 
the hon. member that he must address the Chair 
exclusively. 

Mr. BRESLIN : I apologise, Sir ; I am only a 
new n1Pmber. However, we must see the Uni­
versity Bill before we can pronounce any opinion 
upon it. \Ve have had experience this afternoon 
which shows that it is no use asking what i.~ in a 
Bill. \Ve have to wait until we get it. Passing 
on to other matters in the Lieutenant-Gover­
nor's Speech, I "find that we are promised a Bill 
to amend the land laws. \Ve want amend­
ments of the land laws badly. I hope that 
there will also be an improvemPnt in the lands 
administration. \Ve had a case in my electorate 
some time back, in which land was thrown 
open for selection after two years' persistent 
battling by the people of the district to get the 
land thrown open. When the land was thrown 
open they applied for it. But what happened? 
A few minutes, as one may say, before the 
applications were dealt wit.h, that land was with­
dra'Yn, and it was offered to a group from Laidley 
at a lower rate. I have given notice of a ques­
tion on this matter, and will not go into it any 
further until I get a reply from the Minister. 
Yesterdav the hon. member for Fitzroy went 
very carefully into tbe. proposed amenclment of 
the Mining Act, and the Mining on Priv<~te 
Land Bill. I have only to say that I fully 
agree with his remarks in every particular. In 
a district like Port Curtis, where land was 
granterl in large areas in the early days, very 
large areas were obtained on grant, and some 
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at 5s. an acre, before anyone would look at it. 
On some of those blocks men could probably make 
a handsome living by mining, but there is a ITreat 
big r;otice put up, as one 1night sav, wa;ning 
people to "keep off the grass" :md ;, beware of 
~he dog>'," beet use it is private property. There 
JS one matter that the hon. member for Fitzroy 
did not touch upon, and that is the need fr;r 
appointing additional mining inspect<>re. :From 
my limited experience of mining it seems to mP 
that we are in need 0f a great many more inspec­
ton~. I. am not rt-fle~ting in any way on the 
present mspectors. 'I hey do their best, and are 
excellent officers in their way, but it is imnos­
sible for them to maintain proper and efficient 
supervision of tnines scash~red over such an 
enormo.us dis~r~ct .. I conoider that if you had 
an effiment mmmg mspector stationed at "'Iount 
lYiorgan there would not be ntnrly so many acci­
dents as there have been in that min0, In some 
cases the inspectors pay periodic visits at Ion" 
intervab, so that their supervision c•,nnot b~ 
efficient. I know that when Glassford Creek 
:Mine was working the inspector was thm·e 
only once in eighteen months. How could he 
beexpected to know what h»ppened during the 
long period he did not see the mine? We want more 
inspectors, and we want to have them elected 
as the hon. member for ]'itzroy said, by th~ 
popular vote of ths miners, making due pro­
vision for the qualifira,tion of the candidtttes. 
Vv e do not want e1•erybody to be allowed to be­
come candidates. \Ve make it a condition that 
a c~ndid!tte mnst possess the necessar0• qualifi­
catiOns. The hon. m~mber for Fitzroy went 
deeply into this matter, so that I need not further 
discuss it. Referring again lo the Lieutenant­
Governor's Speech. I, in common with other 
members, very much regret the omis,ion from the 
i:'lpeech of a Bill to amend the \Vorkers' Compen­
sation Act. In my limited experience I have seen 
ca•es in which employers, owing to the existence 
of l.ooph?les. in the Act, have wrig,;led out of 
therr obhgatwns, and I am sorry to say that the 
most recent case in which an employer wriggled 
out of his obligations, ~hett employer was the Go­
vernment. 'fhey wrig-gled out of an obligation of 

, £2-a whole £2 ! Therefore, it is with regret that 
I notice the absence from the Government pro­
gramme of any proposal to amend the \Vorkers' 
Compensaticn Act. In common with other 
members I wa" unable, during my ehctiun cam­
paign, to promise hnlf or qnat·ter of the things 
which the Government candid8,te was able to 
offer. One of t~e things promised t>y the 
Govern:nent c,mclrdJ.te was that the Premier 
would 1nake an an1endment of the \Vorkers' 
Compensation Act almo't the first measure to 
be submitted to the new Parliament. However 
he did not get in, and probably that is one of 
the reasons why it is left our, and I am here. 
The senior member for Maryborough, in second· 
ing the motion for the adoption of the Addre;,s 
in Reply, expressed himself strongly in favour of 
immigration. He did not specify what kind of 
imn1i.graLion, bnt simply said irnmlgration-in­
discriminate immigratiqn. Prob,;bly he has not 
the '<td knowledge th&t I have gained in the 
southern portion of rny electorate, where a conl­
munity of German people are sett.Jed. They 
were br,:mght out here under goodness knowR 
what promises. 'l'hey cannot speak English, 
and I cannot speak German, so that I could not 
get cln\\ n to the dep~h of their trouble. They 
were ignontnt of our customs, our conditionR, 
our habitR, and they were sent to sett le on the 
poor miserab!G land at Baffle Creek. They 
were sent there without money, without 
tool!-:, without hors'et:, without applbtnceH of 
any kind, and ther~, being uoab!e to speak 
our language, they are lost, hopelessly lost. 
If they wanted a horse and dray to carry any 

little provisions they were able to obtain, they 
were required to work four days a week to the 
neighbouring man, who lent them a horse and 
dray to work it out. Those people's crops have 
been a failure, and what is going to happen? 
They have not the means to erect fAnces to keep 
out the scrub wallabies. They have no appli­
ancA,;, They are there, and what is going to 
happen? The Bundaberg l!lerchants have simply 
turnec! round-and I must say they have gone, 
imther than most business peo!Jie would feel 
ju.~tified in guing-the Bundaberg merchants 
and principally one firm, ha Ye kept those peopl~ 
in "tucker," one n1ight say, for some months; 
but they hare now turned round, and they say, 
"\V(' cannot supply you any longer." The 
women and chiidren are starving. I am not 
concerned about the men-I am looking to the 
women and children. They are starving on 
Baffie Creek-the country was not fit to settle 
anybody on, 

JI.Ir. LENNON : Is that the present condition of 
things? 

:VIr. BRESLIN : It was the condition of 
things last Saturday night. '!.'hey are starving 
there, and tht' Government simply turn round 
and hay, "It is none of our busint'SS. \Ve did 
not forc0 them to go t,here. They wanted land 
and we ge.ve it to them." If that is the kiud of 
immigration that the senior member for iYiary· 
borough is in favour c.£, I most decidfdiy am not. 
Is he in favour of that? I do not know. Per­
haps he thinks it is good ft r the country. Pro­
bably the Gt>vernment consider it the first step 
towards that pauper labour which is so beloved 
by the capitnlist and the sweater. The Premier 
and the Secretaiy for Railways have given us a 
fine list of railway propo~als. I hope at the 
same time that they will take care-or we will 
take care-and I hope there will be enough fair­
minded men on the Government side- to eee that 
it will be nece,sary to debar any intimidation at 
election times, such as took place during the 
recent elecdon on the Boyne Railway. The, 
Hon. the Secretary for Railways no doubt knows 
nothing abont it. I do not blame :VIr. Munro, 
the engineer in charge, but at the same timeinti-· 
midation took place all up and down the­
railway line to force those men to vote for a 
Government cctndidate. An election notice 
calling on the men to vote for a Government 
candidate was posted up in the Government 
sawmill ; and if I told hon. members the remark 
that was put underneath it I might shock them. 
I do not intend to detain the House any longer. 
\Ve have had an examnle th;s aftemoon of how 
anxious the Gove1 nmei:.t are to push on with the 
business. The TreasurEr gave an example of 
that when he could not il«Y " Yes " or "No." 
They are very anxious to push on with the 
busineos, so I will conclude with saying I have 
been sent here by Port Cnr~is. You have had 
other members from Port Curtis bdore. I have 
been sent down here for Port Curt is as a member 
oi this party which has the honour of sitting on 
the Oppo,ition benches. I have been sent clown 
to carry out my pledge3. I have been sent down 
to do my best. I have been sent down to sup­
port democratic progr'''esive legislation whenever 
proposed, and to the best of my ability I will. 

OPPOSITION }h;MBERS : Hear, hear ! 

iUr. FERRICKS (Bowen) : There is rather a, 
large baud of new members making their bow 
before this Parliament, and I can assure hon. 
members that I addres~ the Chair with feelings 
of great diffidence. At the very outset I would 
like to record my disagreement with what I 
might call the flummery attaching to the cere­
mony of opening Parliament. The electors, as a 
whole, have no idea of this display, or this show, 
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that takes place at the opening of Parliament. 
I cannot see why it is necessary for you, Sir, in 
your high office of Speaker, in obedience to 
custom, to be compelled to open the proceedings 
of this Chamber half a dozen times and close its 
proceedings half a dozen times within the space 
of an hour, as was done yesterde,y. The troorJ­
ing of members of this Chamber to the other 
Chamber and back again is equally without 
sense or reason, to my mind. I think the whole 
performance savours more of the pantomime the-n 
of the serious busineP• of Parliament. 

OPPOSITION ME}!BERS: Hear, bear ! 

Mr. FERRIUKS: This farce-for to my mind 
it is a farce-may be only a small thing, but it is 
distinctly un-Austra!in; ; and I hope we shall 
see the day when this display will be swept away 
in favour of some simpler and yet some equally 
efficacious method- of formally opening Parlia­
ment. In common with the rest of my colleagues 
who have spoken, I must express regret at the 
nmission from the Lieutenant-Governor's Opening 
8peech of any reference to an amendr~wnt of the 
·workers' Compensation Act. l\lemters on the 
Dthe!' sid!'J mus.t realise that there is a great deiil 
of dtssattefactwn throughout Queensland owing 
to the incompleteness of the present law. The 
greatest injustice is that stipulati,m which pro­
vides that a per,>on meeting with an accident 
<:annot obtain compensation until he has been 
inco.pacitated for a fortnight. I ha\ 2 had some 
little experience in this connection. Some few 
years ago, prior to the pausage of the \Vorkers' 
Compensation Act, I acted in the capacity of 
secretary to the board of a miners' accident 
association, and my experience waH that 75 per 
cent. of the accidents on mining fields do not 
extend over a fortnight's duration. That is to 
say, that 75 per cent. of the men meeting with 
those accidents were not entitled to compensa­
tion under the \Vorkers' Compenoation Act. I 
think that hen. membe1's will agree that that is 
an injustice that should be remoYed. There i~ 
another very unfair phase of the Act. That is, it 
practic;,lly debars a partially incapacitated person 
from earning a livelihood. To illustrate what I 
mean, let me quote the case of a man I know 
intimately. Unfortunately, he has only one 
arm. Yet I have seen that man cut his 3 
tons of cane per day alongside the best of 
them. I have seen him cut as much cord­
wood as the aYerage axeman. Of course he 
only achieved such good averag-e redu!ts by 
working very hard. He is prepared to go 
on working very hard for the privilege of 
earning a livelihood, but he is not permitted to 
do so, because nobody will employ him f0r the 
simple rea~on that it is imposible to insure such 
a person under the- present Act. fiiembers on 
both sides will agree with me that a person with 
one eye is, to all intents and purposes, not an 
incapacitated person. Yet such a person under 

. the existing Act is debarred from obtaining 
employment by virtue of the impossibility of 
having him insured. I mention these specific cases 
as I am acquainted with thPm ; but they are 
by no means isolated. I am snre every hon. 
member can c•ll to mind with verv little effort 
son1ething similar in hjs own ~urroundings. 
I say that these people should not be debarred 
from following- their ordinary avocations, and 

that the Government should hava 
[5.30 p.m.] announced their intention of bring-

ing· forward an amendment of the 
existing Workers' Compensation Act. There is 
another phase of this question which I presume 
will be fully dealt with by the mining repre­
sentatives, at least, on this side, and that is 
the question of bringing miners' phthisis under 
the scope of the Bill. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear 
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Mr. J<'ERRICKS: This is a question that has 
more serious impmt than a great majority of un 
are likely to attach to it. This miners' phthisi" 
is the most devastating accident-as it is an 
accident-which can befal a man. 

OPPOSITIOX ME;I!BERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. FERRICKS: It comes along and attac]j:s 

a man without his knowledge, and I hope that 
the GoYernment, when they bring forward their 
amendmenti4, will see their way to include 
miners' phthisis as an accident under the Bill. 

Mr. M GRPHY: Mr. Blair had a Bill prepared, 
and it was included. 

Mr. FEHR1CKS: \Ve will hear from Mr. 
Blair again. I can assure hon. n1embers that 
miners' pht!Jigis is making great inroads into our 
national life. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. J<'ERRICKS : I have had personal ex­

perience of it, and I wiil have something more to 
say about it when the Mines I~stimates come for­
" 1rd. Assuming that these three disabilitier, 
were ren1oved or rectified, I \vou!d say that the 
\Vorkers' Compensation Act would then be>< very 
comprehensive and very passable half me-sure. 
But it would only be a half measure after all, for 
no statute relating to v,rorkers' con1pen~ation can 
be c>mplete without the presence of its natural 
corollary-State insurance. 

OPPOSITION ME}! BEltS : Hear, hear! 
Mr. FERRICKS: \Ve know that employers 

throu~hont the country-employers in all call­
ings-are complaining, and rightly so, against 
the heavy premiums they are asked to p~y for 
insuring their employees. 

OPPOSITION ME:IIBERS : Hear, he.1r ! 
Mr. FERRICKS : These high premiums go 

to swell the dividends of the very many mush­
room insurance companies that have sprung 
up all over the State since the passage of 
this Act. Employers should be able to insure 
their employees, and the only way to do that, 
and by doing it deprive these parasites of their 
unearned dividends, ie by establishing a sybtem 
of State insurance. 

OPPosrriON l\JEJIBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. I<'ERl:UCKS: Under such a system an 
employer would enjoy a privilege which he does 
not enjoy now in existing institutions. Those 
employers w ho:n I might term, for the sake of 
illustration, one 1nan or two men en1ployers, 
those men are so situated that they ha \'8 to pay 
premiums tn the insumnce company for their 
one or two Pmployees, but if either employer fell 
himself and broke his leg then he has no redress. 
We contend that it should be equally possible 
for the small employer to insure himself as well 
as one or two employees whom he might employ. 
I hope when the Government brings along 
the amending Bill-and let me assure hon. 
members opposite that it wiil have to be 
brought in or the country will want to 
know the reason why-I hope it will contain the 
amendments which I have referred to. Dudng 
the recent general elections we had the spectacle 
of the Chief Secretat y and his various candidates 
on the hustings, promising an amendment of 
the \Vorkers' Compensation Act almost as soon 
as the assembling of Parliament. This is a 
matter on which the dissatisfaction throughout 
Queemland is far more widespread than the 
city dweller might imagine. The Government 
will have to bring- in this measure, and, when 
they do so, I hope the few di>abilities I have 
mentioned, in common with those which other 
members of the House know of, will be removed. 

Mr. MuHPHY: It is more important than a 
University Bill. 
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Mr. FERRICKS: It is a great deal. In 
glancing down the Government programme a 
wave of satisfaction came over me when I beheld 
mention of the intention of the Government to 
introduce a Bill for the prevention ot the leasing 
of lands to aliens. 

Mr. MANN: It is a long way down the list. 

. Mr. FERRICKS: That feeling of satisfac­
tiOn, however, was only short lived .• It was 
swept away with the remembrance that I had 
previously seen similarly worded intentions in 
Gove~nment programme., many times, and, as 
my fnend, the hon. member for Cairns said "it is 
a long way dow_n the list." It i; unn'ecess~ry for 
me to assure thrs House that, if such. a Bill were 
introduced, it would receive warm and enthusi· 
;:~stic support from every member on this side of 
the House. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. FERRICKS: I believe that it may also 

commend itself to some membm·s on the other 
side of the House if-and it is a mighty big if­
we can only get such a Bill introduced. (Hear, 
been·!) I say "if we get such a Bill introduced " 
because .I recognise that this proposal for the 
preventiOn of the l~asing of lands to aliens has 
been there so long, and has been repeated so 
many times, that it has become a runner-up to 
that proposal known as the Mining on Private 
Property Bill.. It has become a runner-up to 
that proposnlm hoary-headedness, and if either 
one or both of those propo"'lls are not taken up 
and put into effect then either one or both of 
them wrll qualify for an old-age pension. 
(Laughter.) In order to show the importance 
of something being done in this matter in 
case there might be some Southern members 
particularly the metropolitan members wh~ 
might not fully realise the great national i;nport· 
ance .of this question, I will endeavour to put the 
po rtwn before them. To my mind it is this : 
Throughout a great many parts of Northern 
Quee_nsland the Chinese are invading us. They are 
flockmg down very thickly, and in some instances 
they are elbowing the white farmer out of his occu­
p~tio_n. \Ve have had experience of them in my 
distnct. In the Bowen electorate the Chinese are 
largely increasing in numbers. It is easy for 
them to get on the land. As soon as some of 
the land monopolists there know that there is an 
immig~ant China~an in town they almost run 
after h1m to get hnn to take up a piece of land. 
Why is that ? It is because " C~.inarnan can go 
on that land at a rental, and under conditions 
under which no white farmer or white grower 
can survive. Some hon. members on the other 
side might say that if an industrious Chinaman 
can outdo the white man, good luck to him. If 
they do not say it, mme of them think it. I say 
that the white farmer can outdo the Chinese gar· 
der:er at prdening, and C>;n bea~ him easily at 
frmtgrowmg or as an agnc~ltunst, but I say, 
thank goodness that the whrte farmer does not 
descend to the level of the Chinese standard of 
Jiving in that competition. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hea,r! 

, Mr. FER~ICKS: The Ch!naman, as you 
xpow, -works, 111 a great many mstances, seven 
days a week, and if the white man did the same 
as a custom he wouicl very soon be brought 
before the court of law. Again, the Chinese 
settler has no churches and no schools of arts 
and kindred institutions to maintain or assist, 
"and, as a rule, he has no children to clothe and 
send to school. All his energie:s are therefore 
directed to the one thing, and that is to turn his 
product into good Australian gold, which he 
carts out of the country with him and takes 
away to China. There he will live in retirement 
-and wealth, and he will be able to subscribe 

towards the educa,tion of the patriotic sons of his 
country and assist in the awakening of China, 
so that they may one clay cle,cend upon Queens· 
land and Australia. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FERRICKS: \Vho is it that gives these 
people such a welcome to our shores? The land 
monopolists every time. In the absence of the 
operation of a land value tax, they do not use 
their great holdings. They will not part with 
them-they prefer to lease them to Chinese 
at exorbiLant rentals and under very oppressive 
conditions. This is very clearly iiluskated in 
my own district a doz"n timec: o~ er, and not 
only does t-he Chinese i.tnd the alien corne in con· 
flict with the white man comm:,rcially, but he 
actually dominates him in local government 
matoers. \Vhen the hon. mecnber for C:>irns wa,s 
speaking a bout the abuses under our present 
Local Authorities Act, I know that what he 
said is only too true. I know that for many 
years past unnaturalised Chinese and other 
aliens he.ye been voting at shire council and 
local government elections in my district in direct 
contraventicn of the L)cal Authorities Act. I 
also know that sometimes the privilege of voting 
for an unnaturaliRed alien wa'' pas.ecl on. One 
man went home to China, and another man took 
Ah Sin's papers and voted for him. This occurred 
in my own district, and I took the namee of 
unnaturalised aliens who were voting, and when 
the question was looked into it ww"' found that a 
lot of those recenc voters had been in China 
years ago, and yet their names were kept on the 
rolls, and their votes were generally recorded at 
local government elections by the supporters of 
the monopolists who leased the land to the aliens. 
I know the hon. member for Cairns and the hon. 
member for HerbPro will bear me out when I 
say this is not an exc,,ptional state of affairs. 
In parts of their districts, e'pecially Atherton 
and Geraldton, they have "the y<,llow curse" in 
a far more aggravated form than we have. 
In some places there are Chinamen who cannot 
speak a word of English. \Vhere do those men 
come from? How do they get into Queemland ~ 
Across the Northern Territory, where they have 
been landed from their smuggling junk•. And 
why do they come to Queenelaud? Because they 
have been told that the Queemand Government 
in the past had been very good friends of theirs, 
and that as soon as they get to Quee11sland, the 
Government wiil allow them to lease land to 
farm in opposition to the white farmer-to e1fter 
into competition with the white farmer-and 
so in a few years' time they are able to return to 
China compar"'tively wealthy men. \Ve realise 
thoroughly that the exclusion of these people is a 
.Federal matter, but I say the encouragin"" of 
these p~ople to come here is a State matter. The 
Government in the past has -been guilty, as 
accessories, in violation of the Aliens Re­
striction Act, in inducing these people to 
come to Queensland and practically offering 
them land as soon as they arrive here, because 
that i, practically what the question amounts to. 
I trust the Government of the day will do some­
thing to remedy this very pressing evil. This 
question is of great and vital importance, aud I 
hope, if the Government of the dav does not do 
something in this matter, that the people will 
very soon realise it. It is a question that has to 
be grappled with by the State Parliament, and 
unle3'l the Government have a firm hand aud do 
something in this matter, we might have no 
University, or no children to send to our Uni· 
versity in a very few years. I was quite taken 
up by the remarks of the senior member for 
Maryborough on the Address in Reply. He 
expressed his fears about our unprotected shores 
and unprotected coasts. What he did not say on 
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the matter-I presume it was an omission­
he did not say anything "bout the Chinese 
invasion which is con1ing down upon us now, 
and which is being accentuated day by 
day, and which is being encouraged by our 
Governments who allow these men to lease. 
land. I hope the Government at least will 
reali.''"' the importance d this qmstion. 'l'here 
are other places than Brisbane, and unless the 
Government make themselvv,i a broad and ex­
pansive Government, and endeavour to alter the 
above sta1 e of affairs, then they are not acting 
in the best intere~+s of Queemland. There wa.s 
another omiseion that l noticed in His Excel· 
lency's Speech, and that was a propu,al to amend 
the Agricultural Bctnk Act. Now, that is a 
.question that is of the greatest importance to 
the settler, and the strug·gling settler in par­
ticular. It is well known that the Agricultural 
Bank Act, as at present administered, is a 
failure. One of the worst features of it, in 
my opinion, is that provikion which compels 
a prospective borrower to pay down the 8Um 
of £3 for the priYil~ge of asking for a loan. 
That is not required in other places. Surely 
when a farmer or settler conw<; along Cilld diers 
his security, he should be entitled to do that 
without being charged for it? However, he is 
charged, as I will endeavour to show you. First, 
I say he pays down £3 as a deposit, and if his 
request for a loan be refU8l1d, one would natur· 
ally expect that that .£3 would be refunded. 
But it is not. £110s., I under~tand, b dedncted 
for some reason or another. A persvn applies 
for a loan ; he is refused the loan, and he is 
charged £1 10s. for the honour of the refusal. I 
eay this is an imposition, and I hope the Govern· 
ment, at the earliest opportunity, will take steps 
to remove it. Another thing: In my own and tbe 
outsiue districts I know it is the custom that the ~ 
valuator under the Act need not necessarily be a 
public servant-nat necessarily ~. man respon­
sible to the Government-he may be the village 
blacksmith or the town storekeeper. It needs 
no imagination on this point for hon. members 
to realise how open such a system is to abuse. I 
have heard it jestingly said-and there may be 
more than jest in it-that all the man in need of 
a loan had to do wa• to buy a ton of corrngated 
iron from the storekeeper, or get a wagon built by 
the village blacksmith, and the thing was done. 
In each case, one of thoile t''" gentlemen would 
be the valuator under the Act. I do not say this 
has been done; but I say it i~ verv apparent, 
and the possibility-I might even go so far as to 
say the vrohability of this being done, is '>S likely 
as not, and I say that the Government should 
remove this and sinci!ar fe \tures at the r"rliest 
opportunity. I thought the present ses·.ion 
would have been a good opportunity. Evi· 
dently this is not the time. I hope early 
in the next session this matter will be brought 
forward and these abn,es renwved. I wel· 
come the proposal, or the mention of the pro­
posal, to amend the Fisheries Act. That is a 
quesHon thnt 1nay not R ppeal to a great rnany 
people, and I hope I will be given this credit, at 
any rate : thao I am not electioneering in men· 
tioning it, as it will be re'"lised there is a very 
small amount of fishing in my district. There is 
no Act on the statute-book, in my opinion, that 
needs amending more than our present Fish­
erie;, Act. Here a,; a in the gentle alien crops up. 
In various parts of North Qneensland I have 
seen aliens underselling the white fishermen by 
ld. per pound. Again, the Chinaman is the 
gentleman who is thfl chief offflnder regarding 
the size of fish c:mght. A Ohin<tman will catch 
anything from a sprat up to a dugong, and will 
take it home, sun dry it, and turn it into a very 
dainty, although very mysterious, dish-it would 
be so changed that it would be impossible to tell 
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the size of that fish. Men who have been to 
Northern Queensland have seen heaps and heaps 
of fish there, and they could form no idea as to 
the size of those fish when they were cn.ught. 
The Chinese are not particular as to the size of 
the fish they catch. I have seen them getting 
in everything that could wear a scale. There 
are also many anomalies in the Act, and some 
of them do not come before the public very often. 
A couple' of years ago, however, one of them 
came out in the Bowen district. A man was 
fishing for whiting, nnd of courw he had to nse 
the prescribed whiting net. Unfortunately, a 
couple of tre,·alli, which is a much larger fish, 
got into the net. The trevalli were landed, and 
the fisherm·m put them into h;s basket, and the 
result was that lh' was c0nvicted and punished . 
'l'he law does not stipulate how he was to keep 
the bigger fish out of the net with the smaller 
mesh. There is an outlet for the smaller fish, 
and the only thing would have been for him to go 
into the water with a shovel:>r a stockwhip and 
keep the bigger fish away. He was fined, and 
had to pay £2 2;. professional costs. Too 
much attention is paid to the question of 
meshes in the Fisheries Act ; but the size and 
weight d fishes ought to be comidered. \Vhen 
this matter comes to be dealt with, I hope the 
few things I have mentioned will not be over­
looked, and that the disabilities will be removed. 
Now I wish to refer to a matter which, while 
affecting my electorate, is of very great moment 
to the State of Qneensland. I refer to the ques· 
tion of cold storage for the export of produce 
from the :North. I understand there is an agree· 
ment between the Government and the Adelaide 
Shipping Company which enables one of the 
Adehtide boats to call at Bowen on the weekly 
trip, and I think the subsidy is .£600 a yea.r. 

The SECRETARY ]'01\ AGRICULTcRE : £500 a 
year. 

.Mr. FERRICKS: They are paid £ii00 a year, 
not for calling at Bowen, but for the provision of 
cold storage accommodation. In their news­
paper announcement the company give dates 
and tilileS of the sailing of their boats, and there 
is a footnote eaying that the '' lYiarloo" and the 
"\Vollowra'' ha>e refrigerating space. For 
some time past neither the "\Vollowra" nor the 
"JYiarloo" has been cJ.l!ing at Bowen--I under· 
stand they have been on the \Vest Australian 
trade-so the exporters of perishable produce 
from Bowen havP been without cold storage 
accommodation. In this agreement also, I 
under.,tand, it is provided that the shippers shall 
guarantee the company that they will _ntilise 
5 tons of space, otherwise the campany w1ll not 
cool down sufficiently ; and that il tons minimum 
is the cau.ce of serious trouble to the farmere. 
If the exporters and shippers and farmers of the 
Bowen diBtrict were a'·,med that the shipping 
corn pany would have the refrigerating space at. 
their disposal every week regularly, I say that 
25 tons would be nearer the quantity sent away 
than 5 tons. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR AGR!UULTURE : They only· 
sent away 28~ tons for the last ten months. 

Mr. F:B~RRICKS : For this reason : Farmers 
do not live within a stone's throw of each ()theJ; ; 
and it is not easv for Smith to run ov~r to J ones 
and Brown and ·the others every time to find ont 
if they are shipping in the cool chamber so that 
they may make np 5 tons between them. 
That is not convenient; but until the company 
get the 5 tons guar»ntee they will not cool 
down the chambers. I u m tend that there should 
be more sympathetic tolerance between the 
shippers and the shipping company. If the 
company made it known that they were pre­
pared to have. cool chamber accommodation at 
the Bowen jetty every week for three months--
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : So they 
have. 

Mr. FERRICKS : Without the stipulation 
of the 5 tons, I say that 25 tons would be 
available every week. The removal of the 5 
tons minimum is merely a suggestion, but I hope 
it will be considered. It is a rnost vital question 
not only to Bowen but right through the> North, 

The SECRETARY >'OR AGRICGill'URE: I am trying 
to help them all I can, but I c:nnnot get the people 
to ship their produce. 

Mr. FERRICKS: Take the mango, for in. 
slance. That is a fruit which has to be left on 
the tree until it reaches maturity, otherwise it 
los.t s flavour ttnd b· cotnes shrunken and pr~cti­
c dly worthless. Only this day I priced some 
mangoes in the city and was asked 2d. each. In 
the North tons and tons go to rot every year for 
want of shipping accommodation, though 
mangoes sent from Bowen in cool chambers have 
realitied Ss. 6d. a case in the Southern markets. 
What I have said with regard to the cool stor­
age accommodation also applies to the tomato. 
Hundreds of cases of reddening and ripening 
tomatoes from Bowen cnuld be placed on the 
Southern markets if we were a! ways sure of cold 
storage accommodation. When tomatoes arB 
carrhd on deck it is necessary that they should 
be green when shipped, and the least tendency 
towards reddening or ripening precludes thBir 
shipment. If the farmers >md tomato-growers 
were nssured of cold storage accommodation 
witho'lt any ,tipulation as to a minimum, neither 
the company nor theDepartnwnt of Agriculture 
would have re1son to complain of lack of sup­
port. Wf\ hope the dPpart.ment will not hesitate 
to renew the agreement when the term expires. 
If this 5-ton minimum were excluded from the 
stipulation or agreement with the shipping com-

pany there would be nn difficulty in 
[7 p.m.] getting four or five times the actual 

minimum shipped from Bowen each 
week. If thie convenience were always at the 
disposal of shipper• the export trade in the 
Bowen district- l think the average is some­
thing like 100,000 packages annually-that 
average would, I arr1 sure, he increJr;;ed nearly 
50 per cent:, mainly in rE>lation to the export of 
mangoeR and tomatoes. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTGRE : The matter 
ie largely in their own hand•. 

Mr. FERIUCKS : The growers realise that 
the devartment have done their part in the past, 
bnt I m"iutain that there is not enough mutual 
.3ympathy between the shippers and the shipping 
company. 

Mr. LENNON : That is what is wanted. 
Mr. FRRRICKS: If the position were better 

understood there would be no question raised 
about the cool chamber accommodation available 
having been insufficiently taken advantage of, 
ancl, as I said lwfore tea, I trust that when this 
matter comes before the department again the 
Minister will, in fixing up the new agreement, 
do his best to remove some of these disabilities 
and make matters smoother between the shipper 
and the sbip)Jing company. This is not a matter 
that affects Bowen only; it is a matter of national 
importance, because right on the eastern coast 
of Australia at least, Buwen products, especially 
fruit and vegetables, have acquired a recognised 
standing, and it is to the interests of the State 
as a whole that that splendid status should be 
improved upon, and the expansion aud standard 
increased. I le»ve that tHatter with confidence 
in the hands of the department, and in the 
hands of our people in Bowen. I believe the 
matter will be amicably arranged between them, 
and if it is it will be a great impetus to one of 
the chief industries of North Queensland, and 
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one of the industries which is open to almost un· 
limited expansion. I regret that the question of 
amending the Factories and Shops Act has also 
been omitted from the Lieutenant-Governor's 
Speech. 'Why I so much regret that omission is 
because I realise it will be by that means only 
that the question of the employment of aliens in 
privately-owned dugar-mills or factories can 
be dealt with. Up in my district, in the 
Burdekin there are two privately-owned mills. 
They ha;e employed in the mills in various 
capacities various aliens and Chinese. The 
que,,tion of the employmen' of these people 
in the fields of course, is a Federal matter, 
but surely tl;e Statl, could step in and pro­
hibit the>e millowners from employing these 
people in the manufacture of sugar. Now, 
it must be apparent to hon. members that 
such a step would be wholly in the interPsts of 
the people as a whole. There are hundreds of 
good, sober, indt1strious white men-hundreds 
of them I know personally--knocking about the 
sugar ·districts looking for work in the slack 
seaoon. On the other hand, you see Chinese and 
Japane;e employed during the slack season. 
We sav it will be wholly in the interests of the 
people" and the State if these caneworkers who 
are forced to leave the sugar districts after the 
crushing season could be installed in the main­
tenance and overhauling of the work of the 
sugar-mills, that it would conduce to the settle­
ment of a white population in the sugar dis­
tricte. The sugar industry will ne,·er be on a 
sound basis in Queensland until we can get men 
to go into that inrlustry aq they go into the 
mining industry. Young fellows leave cities and 
towns to go into the mining fields; they work on 
the ground, build homes for thentselves, and get 
married, but in sugar districts they cannot do 
that, because their employment there is only 
intermittent. At the end of three or four months 
they have to pack up and be off, and become 
members of a floating population. I say that this 
matter is in the hands of the State Government, 
and I trust the day is not far distant when the 
Cabinet '' iil bring forth an amendment of the 
F"ctories and Shops Act and remove this stigma 
of the employment of aliens in privately-owned 
sugar-mills. This is not peculi~.r to my own 
district. Some. four or five years ago, as one 
of a party, I was being shown through the 
Hambledon Mill, in the electorate of the hon. 
member for Cairn~. I made it my business to 
f;tll behind, and I questioned a lot of the em­
plc vees as to their nationality. I was told by 
one that he was an Afghan, by another that he 
was a Hindoo. There were also Javanese, 
Japanese, Chine'3e, and about fifteen other 
"ees." The conglomeration of the world vms 
therC', and yet white men were humping their 
swags looking for work. 

Mr. LENKON : ThR conglomeration of the 
coloured world, of course. 

Mr. FERRICKS: There were very few 
white men, of course. The Hambledon Mill 
is owned by the Colonial Sug,w Refining 
monopoly, but I beseech the Government to 
try and do something to bring this state of 
affairs to a,n end, for until that is done 
we shall never have the sugar industry on a. 
sound basis. It is not only in the interests of the 
workers but in the interests of the people to 
have good men earning good money circulating 
in the sugar districts. It is to the interests of 
the farmers to always have a good supply of 
sober and industrious white and reliable labour 
at hand. It is to the interests of everybody. 
Apart from hiR few yards of dungaree, or an 
occasional bag of rice, the Chinese are no good 
to anybody, and when he does require those 
necessities he goes to a Chinese storekeeper to.· 

Mr. Ferricks.] 
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get them. ·when you come to realise the great 
benefit that 'accrues from the employment of 
white labour, it is marvellous how this state of 
affairs has been tolerated so long. One need 
only look at any of our central mills in Queens­
land to see what expansion in settlement h"'s 
been brought about, due in a great many 
instances to the employees. You see men 
go to a central mill, obtain employment, stay 
there for a few years, cast their eyes round until 
they find a "mtable piece of land, select and 
settle on it, and in a few years tlley are fairly 
large sugar-growers themselves. That is why I 
speak so freely on this matter. That is why our 
party realises that great settlement will so come 
about, and that is why I ask the Cabinet once 
more to do something in this most necessary con­
nection. Now, there is another disability under 
which the farmers in one part of my electorate 
are heavily handicapped. "\Ve hear a lot ahont 
consideration for the man on the land, and the 
evil which would follow the imposition of a land 
value tax, but the farmers in my distric~, es­
pecially the exporters of fruit and vegetables, are 
very heavily land taxed just at present. I refer 
to the collection of those stamp duties. In 
the present position it is necessary for an 
exporter to pay stamp duty on Pvery con­
signment of stuff he sends away. A man 
who ships to various places will have teu or a 
dozen shipments in a week, so that a charge 
of 6d. stamp duty for each shipment amounts to 
5s. or 6s. per week during the fruit and vegeta.ble 
season. I do not think a great amount of 
revenue can accrue to the Treasury from that 
source, or that the amount received compensates 
for the imposition placed on the struggling far­
mer, and I trust it will not be long before the 
Government see fit to remove this iniquitious 
stamp duty. Representations have been made 
to the 'freasurer on the subject at different 
times, and his reply has been sympathetic. I 
hope that he will expre1'~ that sympathy in a 
practical way, and that he will do so very 
shortly. I am pleased to notice from statements 
made by the Premier and other Ministers, and 
from speeches made by parliamentary candi-

. dates, that the Government intend to enter upon 
a policy of rail way construction. In speaking 
on this subject I may be accueed of parochialism 
when I call attention to the state of affairs in 
connection with the Bowen Railwtty. But I do 
not refer to it in any spirit of parochialism. 

0PPOStTION MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FERRICKS : Instead of "Hear, hears!" 
I expected to hear a laugh when I mentioned 
thi" matter, because almost the first greeting I 
received on coming to Brisbane was, "Is the 
37-mile peg still in the same place!" Past Govern­
ments who have tolerated the present lamentable 
state of affah·s, and allowed it to exist so long, 
have not worked in ·Ghe best interests of Queens­
land. For the benefit of those members who 
are not conversant with the facts, I may men­
tion tha.t the railway from Bowen runs out 48 
m1les, andtterminates at the historical gum-tree­
terminates in a wilderness, terminates where 
there is no settlement or population. Twent,y­
five miles further on there is very good land in 
the Burdekin district, which is one of the most 
productive spots in North Queensland. As a 
cane-producing centre it is without a peer in 
Queensland. 'fhe Mulgrave district, the Isis 
district, and other districts which might be men­
tioned are not equal to the Lower Burdekin 
district as sugar-producing districts, whether you 
consider them from the point of view 
of the density of the cane weight or the 
uniformity of the crops. In those respects 
the Lower Burdekin stands alone. And this 
splendid distance is 25 miles from the place 
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where the existing line terminates in the wilder­
ness. It really passes the comprehension of the 
casual observer why this state of affairs should 
be allowed to exist. When the senior member 
for Townsville went to the country as Premier 
last ye•tr, be told the people throughout my 
electorate that he was prepared to extend the 
railway to Ayr, via The Rock~. The present 
Premier, when in the district this year, was 
questioned on the subject, and he replied that 
his Government were prepared to extend the 
railway along a route which would open up the 
greatest extent of Crown lands. The question 
of route natural! 1' crops up in a matter of this 
kind, but I contend that under the circum­
stances the question of rival routes should 
not be· decided by any one man. It should 
not be decided by the Hon. the Premier or by 
the senior member for Townsviile or by any 
one expert, because so much evidence for and 
against the different routes can be adduced. 
I hold that the most rea.%onahle and feasible 
way out of the ditllculty would be for the Go­
vernment to appoint a board of experts to decide 
upon the route. If that course was taken, I 
think the result would be satisfactory to all con­
cerned. I do trust, however, that the present 
Government will do something to terminate the 
present farcical state of affllirs. The couutry 
between the existing rail way terminus and the 
garden of the ~orth which I spe;,k of, rdong the 
proposed route, via The Rocks, comprises a large 
area of available Crown land, some of which is 
g<lod cultivation land, and all of which is admir­
ablyfitted for grazing. 'l'be great objection mised 
against this route is that 10 <lr 12 miles lower down 
there is first.-class agricultural land. Gmnted 
that there is that land, and that the laud is as 
good as it is represented to be, and granted that 
the Crown land is not so good as people make 
out, I say that people who are 10 or 12 miles 
from a railway are not without railway com­
munication. "\Ve cannot expect a railway to be 
made to ,every man's backyard, and if by going 
10 or 12 miles up the river a good permanent 
crossing- over the Burdekin can be obtained, that 
would be a sufficient reason for taking the line 
by that route in preference to a route where you 
would have to build a bridge across a sandy 
stretch a mile long. Any man who has seen the 
Bnrdekin in flood knows what that means. A 
prnposal has been made by the Ayr 'Tramway 
Board to construct a low-level bridge across that 
sandy stret0h, but there is nothing in their 
proposal about the maintenance of that ~ridge 
or about replacing it after a flood. Assuming 
that such a bridge was built, who would replace 
it after a flood? It would require to be re­
placed. At this particular crossing of the river 
sinking has been carried on to a depth of 70 
feet, when they struck clay. Anyone will admit 
that it is impossible to construct a bridge under 
such conditions, and if there is any proposal 
brought forward in connection with the route I 
have indicated, some guarantee will have to be 
entered into for the maintenance and replace­
ment of the bridge. I am not speaking paro­
chially on this matter. I am speaking as a 
member of a national party. I look at this 
question of rival routes from the point of view 
of what will best suit the interests of the State. 
'This party contend that whatever is best in the 
interest or the people of Queensland should be 
done. That is our attitude. That is the atti­
tude which I took up on the hustings, and 
that is the attitude I intend to maintain. 
Just prior to election day I was very pleased to 
read of the senior member for Townsville having 
expressed his belief in the extension of our splen­
did system of central mills. The hem. member 
said in Townsville that there was room in 
Queensland for four or five more central mills, 
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'itnd the candidates of his party in various places 
made use of that statemFnt. I am verv much in 
favour of the extension and the expansion of the 
system. I know what the establishment of one 
central mill has done in the Pro8er!Jine district. 
One mill there has actually dependent upon it 
seven or eight small communities. It handles 
50;000 or 60,000 tons of cane per annum, and it 
is hardly necessary for me to remind hon. mem­
~ers of what revenue that creates. The Burde­
kin district is part.icularly applicable to the ex­
tension of this splendid system. The two pri­
vately-owned mills there cannot cope with the 
,present output of cane. The crops are so prolific, 
settlement is extending to such an extent, that 
those two mills are taxed to their utmost to drag 
along somehow or other. Consequently progress 
is retarded. Tr,ere would be no speculation 
about the matter. It would be oue of the 
soundest investments possil!leforthe Government 
if they could see their way to ad va,nce thP money 
for the establishment of a central mill in the dis­
trict known as Airdale. In that district it is a 
common thing to see cane surprisingly heavy and 
surprisingly big. People there have 500 or 600 
acres of bud, and they are only able to put 50 or 
·GO acre.> under cane for the simple reason that, if 
they pus more under cane, they have no guaran­
t<>•e from the privately-owned mills that they will 
get their c~ne crushed. \Ve contend th't there 
is room for two central mills in the Airdale dis­
trict. Sorn8 sceptics rnay say, ''Yes, but \Ve 

have some central mills which have not paid their 
indebtednu.,J to tbe Government." \Yell, I hold 
that if every one of the central mills establi.hed 
had neYer paid one penny of that principal back, 
they would have been a good investment for the 
State all the same. The condition of things now 
existing on the Lower Burdekin is a parallel state 
of affair.1 to that which caused the initiation of 
the central mill system in 1885. I think hon. 
members will remember the congestion in that year 
in the Mackay district was so keen; private 
mill owners were dominating the growers to 'uch 
an extent that the latter were fnr<·ed into eo· 
operation. They waited on the then Premier, 
Sir Smmwl Griffith, o,nd asked for £30,000 for 
the establishment of a mill on co-operative lines. 
That was the beginning- of «ur Bpiendid "y,,tem 
of central mills. A simihr state of thmgs pre­
vails at present on the Lower Bnrdekin. I 
under,tand that the J ohnston RiYer is also 
languishing for want of a central mill; and, if 
the Government would advance the money for 
four, five, or half a dozen central mills, if they 
never got the money back, it would be sound 
business all the same. I intend to follow the 
example of my colleagues by being brief. I ~an 
only s'y as a member of this national party that 
I shall endeavour to lend my support to any pro­
jects that are brought forward that are in the 
interests of th.o people. Any measures which 
are democratic enough will have my whole­
hearted support.. \V hen we come to discuss the 
Railway Estimates I intend to have something 
to say regarding the wise (h'cision of the Govern· 
ment not to deviate from that splendid 
line of conduct which ha' been for so many 
years advocated by the L~bour party, and 
that they will control and maintain all the 
railways. I shall have something to say if 
there is the least de,·iation from that line of 

·conduct in the direction of giving the supreme 
control of construction into the hands of the 
local governing bodies. That is a question parti. 
cularly applicable to my district. I trust that the 

·Government will not advance £80,000 or £90,000 
to any coterie or ring without making due 
inquiries into their capacity to handle such a 
sum. The ratepa,yers in the benefited district 

.in my electorate arR complaining, and I trust 
the Government will stick to their guns, and 

will not deviate from the principles of the 
Labour party, in regard to the construction of 
railway;,. There is another slight matter upon 
which I wished to speak, bnt, as I have promised to 
be brief, I shall conclude by expressing the hope 
that the Government will give the lie direct to 
the statements that hava been made about their 
becoming couservatised. The omis•ion of the 
proposals I have mentioned from their pro· 
gramm~ £;i VP'- sorne ground~ for the belief ; and, 
if they do not continue on the even tenor of 
their announced way, it will be for the people to 
answer, and I know how they will answer. 

0PPOSITIO:> J\!IEMBER;; : Hc;ar, hear ! 

Mr. O'SULLIVAK (Kermedy): I ri,e to sup· 
port my colleague< on th''' Address in Reply. I 
am very sorry that the Government should have 
omitted from their progr'>mme measures for the 
benefit of the workers which were promised by 
their candidrttes >1t the last election. I am here 
as a representative of the workers, and I trust 
that I shall be abie, by tln support given to my 
party, to bring about some reforms for the 
benefit of the workers. 'rhe gentleman whom 
I defeated in the Kennedy held forth very 
eloquently-as far as be could-on the great 
reforms that this Government have been able to 
place on the statute-book, and the one that he 
held forth most ebquently on was this: that 
they were about to bring in an amendment of 
the \Vorkers' Compensation Act. The various 
speakers on this side have voiced the regrets of 
our party at the omission of that amendment 
from the programme. As a party, not only are 
we pleading for the miners, but we are pleading 
for all men who live by their labour. It is a 
principle with us that all tr<tdes or callings must 
support all those persons following those trades 
or callinvs who are injured at their work, and, 
in the 'event of death, that their dependants 
mmt be pl'ovided for by the Government. 
K ow, this is a young country, and we as a party 
wish to see this young country go forwnrd and 

take its place amongst the other 
[7.30 p.m.] States of the fedemtion and to 

compete with them and to develop 
our resources, whether it be ,,nr primary or 
secondary industi'ies. \Ve therefore think that 
this. amendment to the- \Vorkers' Compen~ation 
Act should take in those trades and callings that 
we will undoubtedly have to establish in this 
country fur the growing needs of it. There are 
" number of ttades and callingil that bring about 
those terrible disea•es equally as much as miners' 
phthisis does. You know that the chemical 
works brings about a sickness among;t those 
employed in it, and you know that in th<: differ· 
ent factories the emnloyees suffer from stckness 
which they get froin them, and .therefore it is 
only right, just, and nece•'ary m the na:ne of 
humanity that those sicknes,es should be mcor· 
porated in this \Vorkers' Compen <:ttion Act. 
The very fact that a man must be killed l,efore 
his dependants can get any a•sistance is a terri· 
ble indictment aa-ainst the want of this being 
r,laced on the statute-book. 'iNhen a miner is 
suffering from miners' phthisis he isdyinp: practi· 
cally by inches. He has the add<:d agony. of 
seeing those who are dependant on him suffermg 
privations because he, as a bread winner, has 
been cut off from being able to follow his usual 
employment. Thnt is a worse state for a man 
to be in really than if he fell down a shaft and 
was killed, or if an explosion occurred which cast 
him suddenly into eternity. 

OPPOSITION MElMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: It seems a strange thing, 
that our Ministers who draw up these Acts 
should be so neglectful of these obvious things 
that should appeal to any man of hnmanitarian. 

Mr. O'Sulliv~n,.]: 
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ideas. I maintain that when any Minister is 
about to draw up any Act, whether for the 
ventilation of mines or anything else, he should 
get the best legislation extant in other countries 
or in our sister States. ·what woukl you think 
of a manager whom you put in to look after your 
business or rnine, if he came before you with an 
ob>olete scheme of installing some old machinery 
that is something :ike twenty years out of date, 
when he could get the ln.test and most up-to-date 
rnachiu0ry tu carry on the bu~iness which ~vou 
placed him there to do? I maint11in that 
it is the duty uf any ::Vlinister, whoever he 
may be, to look to those countries thao a:ready 
have these Acts on their statute-book,. lt 
does not matter ~,\i]wther 've go to the 
old country or to the sister State;. I hope when 
this amending Bill comes forward that the 
::VIinister in charge of the measure "ill bear in 
mind these remark; which I have made. If 
there is an Act in any civilised country, or in 
any country which professes to he civilised, and 
it contains something- that is of advantage to us, 
or has an Act- that is right up to date, then we 
should not fear in copying that Act. tluppnsing 
WP had a \Vor)<er;' Compensation Aco as geue­
l"OUS as that whicn exists in the old country, it 
would be a far better Bill than the one we have 
got now. Our opponents tell us that , they 
have not got time to attend to these matters, 
but it is easy for the Minister in cbnrge of 
it to acquemt himself with the measures 
extant in other c~untries. I do not wish to go 
further into this matter; hut I must express the 
great regret of the members on this bide of the 
House, nnd of those persong who voterl for me 
and my colleagues around me here, and also the 
many thousands who voted for the hon. gentle­
men on the opposite side of the House, that such 
a measure- is not included in the prog-ramme. I 
saw the smug complacency on the countenances 
of hun. gentlemen over there when my friend, 
the hon. member for Fitzroy, was giving us a 
graphic description of the terrible conditions that 
prevail in that mine at Mount ::\Iorgan, and I am 
sure if any worker could ha Ye seen the compla­
cency on the countenances of hon. gentlemen 
opposite at that particular time, thBn he would 
never vote for other than Labour. (Hear, 
hear! and laughter.) l have had dealings 
in friendly societies, and I know that the 
various secretaries of these societies and the 
district secretaries have called attention to the 
great amount of sickne's that prevails on the 
mining fields. One gentleman who had a vast 
experience, going back practically twenty years, 
who was in the society I was then in, called at­
tention to the>1e things anJ "aid : "When I was 
a young man the health of the miner was some­
thing above the average, and our sick pay-sheets 
were less than, unfortunately, they are to. day on 
the mining fields." I answered that gentleman 
by saying, "You, as a man who are living in the 
centre ot mining, ought to kno1v that when you 
were a young man you were only scratching the 
surface, bnt now we have to go down in many 
instances 1,000 feet or 2,000 feet." That is one of 
the reasons why our friendly sucieties funds are 
being depleted by the siCknesses of those who are 
cut off in their early manhood and cast into early 
graves. 

A GovERNMENT MEMBER : They smoke too 
many cigarettes. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN: I remember one case 
where a man working in "' mine said that 
although there was plenty of air about, caused 
by the ventilation, it was not pure air, and did 
not do him any good at all. I think such things 
as these should be included in the Workers' 
Compensation Act. In the interests of the 
great mining indu~try the Government should 
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come to its aswistance in some way. The mining· 
industry has come to the assistauce of this State 
before, and it was one of the country's greatest 
helps during the time of the great drought. 
Another thing that affects the mining members 
of this Honee is the i\Irning on Private Property 
Bill mentioned in the Government programme. 
This Bill has been dangled bel ore ua for a long 
time, but I hope now that it is introduced that iG 
will not be hampered by too many re,tric­
tions, which will only make it an <tbortion. 
:Miners in m)' district tell me that they hope 
thei\1 will not be any of that red-tapeism about 
it which will compel a man to go a roundabout 
way when he can go in a direct line where there 
are reefs. If there is anything of that sort of 
restriction abr,nt it, it will only be retarding the 
development of the mining industry. And 
again, I do not see in any of the forec:>sts of the 
Government or nn the business-sheet submitted 
to us at the c•nnmencement of the session, that 
there ie any hope held out of assiBtance to pro"­
pectors. l hope the Government will see their 
way clear to place on the Estimates a fair 
amount cf money to be devoted to this pnrpr,se. 

OPPOSITioN JliiE>IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MURPHY: They want it for the cni­

versity. 
JHr. O'SULLIV AN : Unfortunately, the pre­

ponderance of the voting power in this end of 
the State is so great that they c:1n get those 
things tha.t are re,,Jly not to the advantage of 
the cla'" I represent. - I have nothing to say 
against the University Bill. I hope and trust 
we will have a University here that will do us 
credit. Those two hon. members who preceded 
me-the hon. member for Barcoo »nd the hon. 
member for Port Curtis--can speak from prac­
tical experience. \Ve want to see that every 
facility is given for the sons of those who, like 
ourselves, cttnnot afford tn go to a great f'xpenst: 
in the education of our children, but would wi"h 
to give them the highest education that the 
State can possibly give. I hope that e,·ery­
thing will be laid out on the broadest pos­
sible linee, so as to give tho,,e young boys­
who are proven by examination fit and able to 
take advantage of a higher education, whether 
it is a Univeroity or whatever it may be. I 
hope that will not be lost sight of in the 
framing of the University Bill. I would like to 
have seen am amendment to the Mining Ma­
chinery Advances Act. That is an Act which 
does not really benefit what I term the bona fide 
worker. It is more on the lines of capitalistic 
sociali,;m. Hon. members opposite have twitted 
us with being socialists, but I notice when there 
is anything in the way of socialism that they 
can g-rab they grab i't. 

OPPOSITION MEliiBERS : Hear, hear ! 

~Ir. O'SULLIV AN: In this instance you 
have to plank down the amount of money in 
hard cash before you can avail yourself of the 
provi•iorh of the Act .. 

Hon. R. PrnLP: Did you not get •nmething 
out of the deep sinking fund? You did the grab· 
then. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN : I am not speaking about 
that; I am referring to advances under the 
Mining Machinery Advances Act. 

Hon. R. PHILP: You said we grab every­
thing. 

Mr. O'SULLIVAN: I am not speaking 
about the hon. member; I am speaking ab,mt 
the Mining Machinery Advances Act. 

Hon. R. PHILP: You referred to me. 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : When you interjectedl 
and misquoted me. 
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Hon. R. PHILP: You are the sinner, not I. 

The SPEAKER : Order, order ! 

}1r. O'SULLIV AN: S>ty " body of men, or 
·m;e man, wished t<; develop his property, or he 
wished to put machmery on that property to the 
vulus of £1,000. He mav have came to that 
~tage where he requires the aid of a winding 
plant, and so forth. He may have assets valued 
at something like £700 or £800, or even £1,000 in 
plant to develop his property, when he finds he 
needs a battery or cyanide plant, or he may 
need a little smelting plant. \Veil, he cannot 
get any advance under this Act on those assets. 
If he wants to avail himself of the provisions of 
this Act, he h'ts, as .[ stat<· i before, to plank 
clown half the amount in hard c~sh, and he may 
not be able to do it. I know there are little 
parties who need assistance in my electorate, 
but they cannot put down the first amount of 
money, and they are tempted-I know of one 
case where a party was tempted to give a lot of 
their interests away to bring a person m who 

·c.onld afforc! to pl:tnk down the money. I would 
hke to see an amendment of the Act so o,s to 
allow the assets on those properties to be taken 
as a guarantee, like a bank or private gentleman 
·would take them, for the amount of money ad­
vanced. I "ee on the Government programme 
that we have an amendment to the Local 
Authoritie• Act, and here I thought there would 
be an opporcunity of some amendments being, 
made to that Act that would make it broader. 
:For instance, we all know the franchise the 
local authorities work under, anc! we on this side 
maintain that a broader franchise should be 
given, .so that we can have the whole of the 
community represented on the local autho­
ritiee. I know in my own Central place 
that the gentlemen who are members of 
thP local government body-if we had a 
broader franchi•e they wonld not be there to­
day, an~ well they kn_ow it; and speaking about 
these thmgs this evenmg drew my attention to 
the fact that those who are sent down here to 
local authoritie~' conventions or conference,;t, 
may be men who want a cheap trip or a nicnic. 
I believe if they placed themselves in the' hands 
of the ratepayers, ot· the adults of the constitu­

·encies or place where the local authoritv is, they 
would not gain 20 per cent. of the votes. "r 
thou<;'ht again that a Local Authorities Amend­
ment Bill m<>ant something that would put new 
life into the local authorities. I see here in this 
great city of Brisbane, that Dr. Turner has drawn 
:.ttention to the great loss of infant life owing to 
the need of a proper supervision of the milk 
supr,ly. The whole gist of his appeal really 
means that if he h,td sufficient supervision and 
sufficient funds at his disposal to be able t" 
supervise the distribution of milk to infants, 
th~re would be a great saving of infant life. 
(Hear, hear!) One of the first things done 
should be to provide the city fathers with 
machinery to deal with this matter. I think it 
wnuid have been a greater and more fitting thing 
to celebrate the jubilee of Queensland by passing 
such an Act as this. (Hear, hear!) It would be 
of more lasting benefit to us-the saving of in­
fants from these maladies that can be prevented 
would mean the Faving of the be•t immigrants 
that can arrive in any country-that i:;, the 
native horn. There is another Bill which has a 
fine sounding name. It is an old friend, 
too, that IS the "\Vorkers' Dwellings Bill. 
,Judging by the manner in which the Govern­
ment withheld information in connection with 
this Bill this afternoon, and their refusal to 
accept an amendment in connection with the 
introduction of the Local Authorities Act 
Amendment Bill, I have my doubts about the 
genuineness of their Bill. I trust, however, that 

when this Bill gets into Committee it well be so 
amended that those having leasehnld property 
only may be able to avail themselves of the pro­
Yisions of the Act, ; otherwise I will oppose the 
measure, became it will not be of the slightest 
benefit to 90 per cent. of the workers in my 
electorate. In the cities, too, there are very few 
workers who possess freeholds, and if the Go­
vernment are genuine in this matter they will 
not insist on an applicant first owning an allot­
ment before giving- him as,istance to erect a 
dwelling. If he has no more than the humble 
shilling there should be machinery in the Act by 
which he ·should be able to obtain a cl welling, 
whether he po<sesse0 a freehold or only a lease­
hold. 

Mr. \VHITE: How is the country to be pro­
tected ? 

:Mr. O'SULLlV AN: I hope the Pure Food 
and Drugs Bill will be of some benefit to the 
community ; and I trust that when it gets on 
the ~tatute-lJOak its administration will be such 
that the venalties inflicted for the sale of im­
proper food will be so exemplary that no one 
will persist in the ~ale of anything that comes 
under its ca,,tigrttion. Dr. Ham was a very able 
and scientific man, but I am sure he was 
hampered in his work by the apathy shown in 
the administration of the Act. He was the 
means of ;.;etting several prosecutions for the 
infringemE>nt of the Act, but, owing to the want 
of encouragement from those administering the 
Act, and the magistrat,;s inflicting small fines, 
it practiea!ly broke his heart in trying to bring 
about a better administration of the Act. I 
hope and trust, in the name of humanit.y, that 
this will not be so in the case of the Bill now 
foreshadowed. There is also a Land Act 
Amendment Bill foreshadowed. I do not think 
I will have much to say on this Bill until 
we see it. There seems to be a conspiracy on 
the part of the Government to keep everything 
in darkness until it has l"ssed its first reading. 
I would like to call the attention of the Minister 
for Lands to the fact that then> has been a 
closing up of many areas in the mining district 
of Kennedy, much against the wish of t~e 
residents. In a place called Mount Leyshon, m 
my electorate, there have been big blocks 
leased or locked up in one way or another, and 
that has curtailed the happiness of the residents 
of this place. I wa" informed by an old resid~~t 
there that previous to the locking up of these mg 
blocks there were many families who, with a few 
cows, were able to supply themselves with butter 
and milk, but owing to the curtailment of t~e 
areas on which they could graze a cow or two th1s 
source of income has been denied t<> them; and I 
will oppose by tll the means in my power anything 
that will lead to the leasing of big blocks about 
our goldfields. My opponent was in favonr of 
leasing big blocks, which met with the strenuous 
opposition of the residents. They knew from 
the platform I had signed, and from the fact 
that I was a Labour man, that I would oppose 
it ; there was no need for them to ask me if I 
was opposed to the alienation or leasing of big 
blocks of laud ronnel about goldfields; and that 
was une of the chief reasons why I was able to 
poll such " splendid vote in the Kennedy. 
Another thing I wish to call attention to is 
the administration of the Railway Depart­
ment. There are in that department various 
grades, and I •ee that the lengthsmen, who 
are the hard grafter>, are placed m the 
worst position. Should a lengthsman be under 
orders to leave his home, and go any distance 
entailing his absence from home for the night, he 
has the great sum of 6d. allowed him. In the 
higher grades there are men gettimr 7s. 6d. 
if they have to be away for the night, and there 
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are gradations down to 2s. 6d. per night. This 
is a thing that cuts into the happiness and com­
fort of the lowest paid men in the Railway 
Department, and when the Estimates come up I 
shall have a little more to say on the matter, and 
voice the need for some more generous provision 
being made for lower-grade public servants. The 
hon. member for Bowen was speaking about 
sugar-mills, and the employees round about 
sugar-mills, and I can bear out his remarks. I 
was in the Lower Burdekin myself, and through 
one of the mills, and I saw there Chinese work­
ing in one department of the mill, and Japanese 
in another department of the mill, and I main­
tain that these things should be abolished. If 
we want to &ettie people on the land we .hould 
insist that all these mills shall employ no other 
than white labour. 

0PPOSITIO:> ME>IBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. O'SULLIV AN : A hundred or two of 
these Asiatics work for something like 19s. or 

19 •. fid. a week, and displace white 
[8 p.m.] men, who are more entitled to share 

in the work of the sugar industry 
than in any other industry, because we have 
assured the position of ·that industry by legis-
lation. I 

Mr. CoYNE: We are the consumers also. 
Mr. O'SULLIVAN: \V e are conRumers al"n, 

and had we not, as a party, insisted on this 
legislation, in season and oub of season, the 
industry would not be in the position it is in to­
day. I wish to make a few remarks on the atti­
tude of the Premier to the financial agreement 
that is now before the Federal Parliament. 
During the last election this was undoubtedly 
used in many electorates, and in my own 
electorate I foreshadowed that · the present 
Premier would use this agreement as a stalking­
horse to hide other things that are not apr,arent 
to the casual observer. The Federal Labour 
party is the only national party in politics that 
is insisting on conditions which are condu­
cive to the happiness of white Australians, as 
against the party opposed to it, comprising the 
old black labour crowd, on the one hand, 
assisted by the sweating manufacturer and the 
cheap importing class. That is practically the 
party that is now o{)posed to the Federal 
Labour party, because they know in their 
hNl'ts that the Labour party are out for 
better conditions for the worker, which means, 
of course, that the federated employers and the 
cheap importers want to get the best of the 
bargain. Should the.se clames, which are now 
insisted on by our opponents, become the law of 
the land, it will entail on the worker a. load of 
indirect taxation, which he should not have to 
carry. That is why we cannot agree to any 
lengt,h of time being given, or anything that can 
be adduced as an argument that we are in favour 
of an indirect taxation on the whole of the 
people of Australia to the extent of £1 5s. per 
head. Our opponents know that the trend of 
politic8 is against the raising of such a great 
amount of money by the Customs, because 
it would mean that the people of the Com­
monwe,.,lth would have tc' raise something 
like £4,fi00,000 per vear on the present 
population, through the Customs alone, to 
satisfy the demands of the States. We main­
tain that, should this come about, other 
sources of revenue which should bear this 
taxation will escape. I maintain that, by this 
means, our opponents are tryin~ to bring about 
a permanency of indirect taxation that is very 
detrimental to the worker, because he is the least 
ahle to bear this taxation. It is an old dodge of 
the torie" to rmse the revenue by indirect tax­
ation. You all remember the time when the 
poll tax of the continuous Ministry was inflicted 
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on the poor people of Qneensland, and how the 
people in their indignation practically swept 
away the Administration which had irnpooed it .. 
Now you are going to bring about a poll tax of 
another kind-that is £1 5s. for every person in 
the Commonwealth, which means a lot to a man 
with a wife and family who is simply dependent 
on his labour for his living. I hope the people of 
Australia will see clearly through this and resent 
the manner in which the opponents of Labom: 
want to throw dust in the eyes of the 
people. I notice there is a Police Offences 
Bill promised, and I hope we shall have 
trme to discues that measure, because there are 
manv anomalies which want removing in the 
Police Force. I shall have something to ~ay 
on the matter when the Bill comes before 
the House. The Police :Force in this State 
have, I believe, not been treated fairly. There 
are many grievances which cause discontent. 
One grievance in the North is th•t they have 
no tropical allowance given them. The 
clerks of petty sessions, and officers of that 
class, have a tropic"! allowance, and thrs. 
allowance should be added to the salaries ·of 
officers in the Police Force as well, in order to 
bring a bout an equitable arrangement with that 
force. I do not intend to detain the House much 
longer as other members wish to speak, but I 
must congratulate hon. memb8rs on the other 
side on the wav thev have conducted them-

• selves. They have 'kept thAmseh-es to the 
crack of the whip very well; evidently they are 
very pleased, like all the old t.ories arP, that .no 
discussion should take place. It is olw'>ys hke 
this-tories do not like to discuss matters for 
fear they let something out, I trust when the 
Bills come before the House that the so-called 
liberals will fully discuss them. I believe there 
are some liberals on the other side-I take that 
by implication, in regard to the hon. member 
for Brisbane South who said there were Tories 
on both sides uf the House-I suppose he meant 
there were some Liberals there, too, but I am 
afraid the Tory element is predominant. I 
thank hon. memhers for the kind attention they 
have given me. 

HoNOURABLE ::\IE~!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FOLEY (Townsville), who was greeted: 
with "Hear, hears!'' from the Opposition benches, 
said : Like those members who have preceded 
me, I cannot allow this opportunity to pass 
without ''aying a f8w words on the programme 
suhmitted tJy the GoYernment. I should like to 
cong-ratulate the other side on the tccquisition 
of the two gentlemen who moved and seconded 
the motion for the adaption of the Address 
in Reply. I think any party should be 
proud to h:tve two such intelligent gentlemen 
associated with them. 'fhere are a number of 
measures enumerated in the Government pro­
gmmme, and on their face they appear to be of a 
democratic nature, but whether they will turn 
out to be such \'·hen they come before the House 
in a vrinted form remains to be seen. Personally, 
I do not think this House can expect very much 
of a democratic nature from the present Govern­
ment, becanse when the fusion between the 
Kidston and Philp parties took place, the Premier 
stated that the legislation to be brought forward 
in the future would necessarily be coloured by the 
opinions of those who sat behind him. That 
being so, I do not think we can expect that any 
measures brought forward this session will con­
tain very much that is democratic. ~'he first 
meaBure mentioned in the Government pro­
gramme is the Queensland University Bill, 
which speitkers on this side of the House have 
mostly approved of. In fact, I do not know 
that any sensible Queenslander conscientiously 
objects to establishing a Univen;ity in Queens-
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land. The platform of our party provides for 
the highest education procurable for the people 
of Queensland. Our platform contains a plank 
which re<<ds that education shall be free, secular, 
and compulsory-elementary compulsory, higher 
optional-so that we believe in the very highPst 
education being extended to the people who 
can avail themselves d it. \Ve do not say 
that higher education shonld be compulsory, 
because we admit that a large number of 
working people, whose children -would perhaps 
distinguish themselves at a University, are un. 
able to send them there, owing to their impe­
cuniosity. \Ve are in favour of the State 
a"sisting to educate intelligent and de,;crving 
children in cases where the parents cannot afford 
to do it. If the proposed U niver<<ity Bill pro­
vides for the establishment of a University on 
anything lik<' the lines I have indicated, I feel 
sure that it will receive the fullest support from 
members on this side of the House. The third 
Bill mentioned in the list is a Local Authorities 
Act Amendment Bill. \Vhen I saw that Bill in 
the list, I felt rather pleased, because I thought 
it would give me a chance to get passed into 
law an amendment which I failed to get the 
local authority of which I am a member­
namely, the Townsville Municipal Council--to 
agree to. A short time ago we were appointing 
delegates from our council to attend tbe 
confet'ence of local authorities which was 
recently held in Brisbane, and, in order that I 
might infuse some democracy into the council, I 
proposed Lbat our delegates should bring forward 
at the conference in Brisbane a resolution affirm­
ing the desirableness of simplifying the munici­
pal franchise by adopting the roll of electors for 
members of Parliament. (Hear, hear!) For the 
life of me I cannot see why any man renting a 
house from one of the fat aldermen who have a 
large number of houses to let sh:mld not be 
entitled to a vote in the election of aldermen as 
well llS any man whose name happens to be on 
the municipal roll. I claim that nny man who 
lives in a town and pays rent to a landlord, and 
pays his bills, helps to keep the town going 
just 3S much as the man who pays rates 
direct to the municipal council; and for that 
reason I hold that every man who has been a 
resident of a town for six months should be 
entitled to vote for a member of the local 
authority. So I asked the council, when in­
structing their delegates, to direct them to bring­
forward a motion of the description I have men­
tioned. And would you believe it? The whole 
of the members of the council simply laughed at 
me. I could not even get a mu,n to second my 
prouosition-not one. Therefore, when I came 
to Brisba,ne as a member of Parliament, and saw 
that the Government intendeJ to 11mend the 
Local Authorities Act, I thought, "X ow is my 
chance ; I shall be able to get that amendment. 
inserted in the Act." But I find that the Bill 
which the Government prop,ose to introduce 
deals only with certain amendment;;, and they 
will not even tell us what those amendn1ents 
are, so as to give us an idea, whether they 
are such as "'.Ve can support. Of cour:,;,e 1cve 
shall get that informatinn later on when the 
Bill is presented to the House. But it seems 
to me that the amendments proposed by the 
Government will not be any more demncratic 
than the propositions put before the conference 
that was recently held in Brisbane, which was 
composed of men who h:1ve no demeocracy in 
them, anti who have no use for the worhT in any 
shape or form except to make a profit ant of 
him. Then we have in this list a Licensing Bill. 
I have no idea what kind of a Licensing Bill the 
Government intend to bring forward, but I trust 
that provision will be made in it to allow the 
people by popular vote to say whtther they 

will have public-houses or not. I do not 
think the present Ace is sufficiently demo­
cratic to deal with the drink evil as we know it. 
The people who are most concern• din this are 
the workers them~el ves ; and any qn<"<tion affect­
ing the drink traffic, whether it be the appoint­
ment of magistrates to administer the Act, or 
whether it be thf· granting of licenses, or the 
closin" of pubhc-lwuses, or any matter con­
nected with the tr,.ffic, I think the Government 
should make provision in any Bill they may 
bring forward that, the people shall be the final 
tribunal. The present "system of appointing 
licensing ju~tices is a had om', and one that is 
calculated to put it in the pCJwer of some men to 
makP a very good li 'iing. I will j•1st tell 
the House of a little matter that happened 
in my own pxperience in this connection. 
Some years ago, when I was created a licen­
sing justice, a. con1n1ission agent, who was 
then resident in Townsville, but who h"'s since 
left, was very eager to procure the position of 
licensing justice. He said to me one day, "I 
wish you would give me a letter of introduction 
to one of the Ministers so that I could get his 
influence to bear with a view to getting me 
created a licensing justice." I asked him why he 
was so anxious to be made a licensing justice, and 
he said, "Why, man, if I had that it would be 
worth £250 a year to me." I was anxious ,to 
know how that could be, because it made not the 
slightest difference to me; and he pointed out 
that, if he were a member of the licensing bench, 
he could influence the publicans to give him their 
business, and that would mean :1t least £250 a 
year to him. That is the evil of allowing men of 
this description to be appointed to these posi­
tions, If it is necessary to have a bench of 
magistrates to grant licenses or refuse them­
whiCh I do not believe it is-they shonld be just 
as Jcmenable to the peoplA as any body else, and 
they should be elected by the people just as well 
as the members of any other local bodies. I think 
that the duties of liceming magistrates should 
be entrusted to police magistrates, and to police 
magistrate" only, and they should have the power 
to grant or to reinse licenses as they think fit. I 
Lrnst that the Government in bringing- in a 
Licensing Bill, will see that all the powee neces 
sary to carry on the drink traffic or to do away 
with it, if necessary, is placed in the hands of th 
people as a whole. Then in the list of Bills is a 
Trades Disputes Bill. \Vhen that was first sug-­
gested in Queensland, it was intended to be a 
very democratic measure. The object of a Trades 
Disputes Bill is that. the law shall be called into 
operation to p!'otect the funds of a trades union 
in the event of a strike taking place, and any of 
the officers or members of the union doing some­
thing contrMy to the wishes of the majority of 
the union, and the union being sued for the 
offence& of its members. Most hon. mem­
bers will remember the action that was taken 
with regard to the Taff Vale Railway dispute 
some years a,~o in the old country. There a 
large nnion was out ()ll s~rike, and because f;Orne 

of it;; member8 did something contrary to the 
spirit of the members of the union they 
W8re summoned, and the union was sued for 
damages they were not responsible for. The 
result was that the union was mulct in a large 
sum of money through no fault of it;; own, but 
entirely thrOt•gh the fault of on~ or two unrnly 
members. Since then a Trades Disputes Act 
has bf'''n placell on the st:<tute-bc>ok in .the old 
country to protect unions against any such 
happenings in the fntnre. \Vhat is wanted, and 
what we have ,,.,ked for, is that a similar measure 
shall be pl'lced nn our stat.ute-hook. \Ve haye a, 
Bill promised to m. It has been promised 
before, hut it has been dropped on one or two 
occa·ions for reasons, I suppose, best known to 
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the Premier. But I trust that whatever shape 
his Trades Disputes Bill may be in this time, he 
will not drop it, but that he will at least bring 
it before the HutH;e so thac we may have a cut at 
it. H,>wever, I am reminded again of the 
Premier'~ remarks, -".,·hen the fusion took place, 
that legi•lation in the future would nece'Sarily 
be coloured by the opinions of those who were 
supporting the Government. Hence I think that 
the Trades Disputes Bill will be very different 
from what we expected it to be when it was 
first spoken of in Queensland. I hope that the 
Premier will bring it forward, whatever shape it 
may be in, because if we get it placed on the 
statute-book at all, the time is 11<1t far distant 
when the party on thi' side will be in a position 
to make such a Bill of it that it will be worth 
having. I am very ple&sed to Hee also thttt the 
Government are going in for a Pure Food and 
Drugs Bill. If there- is one thing that the Go­
vernment should iook after more than another it 
is a pure food supply. \Ve '<:now and we have 
he>trd and read of hundreds of cases ofpeopledying 
from ptomaine poisoninii and eatinii bad food. 
'ThR hon. member for Kennedy told us of num­
bers of c:tses, of children dying froni the use of 
impure milk, and there are a hundred and one 
Wl1YR in which a Pure J!'ood ancl Drugs Act 
could be user] for the protection of the people 
generally. I am pleased that the'Government 
in their wisdom ha Ye fmcnd it necessary to bring 
forward such a Bill, and I trust it will be of 
such a nature that we can support it heartily, 
and that it will become the law of the land. 
Another Bill we are promised is a Police 
'Offences Bill. I do not exactly know what this 
Bill means-whether it deals with offences corn· ' 
mitted by the police, or whether it relates to 
offence' committed by the Government agaill';t 
the police. But there are certainly complaints 
on behalf of the police tht,ct the Govern­
ment should remedy. In order to corroborate 
that statement, I want to bring Lefore the 
House some of the conditions under which 
the Queensland pCJlice are suffering to·dn,y. 
In the first place, l would like the Home to know 
who i$ eligible and who is qualified to become a 

policeman in Queen,land. \Vhen I 
[8.30 p.m.] show you tbe kind of man the 

Governn1~?nt expects to have as a 
police co "stable, I feel sure that you will agree 
with met' atthewagei\paid tothosemenarequite 
inadequate for the duties and onerous work that 
they h"<ve to perform. It says in "The Qualifi­
cations reqnil'ed by Candidates for the Pohce 
Fore~ of Queensland"-

Candidates must be at least 5 feet 8 inches in height, 
36 inches minimum chest measurenkntJ with expan­
sion to not lr"~S tllan38 inches. of strong constitution, and 
free from any bodily ~mnplaint. To ascertain this 
they will be examined by the Government ::.\'!:Pdical 
Officer, 

They will ha Ye to pass a short examinati0l1 in read­
ing, writir•g from dictation, and the first, f'our rules in 
elementary arithmetic--viz., addition, subtraction, 
multiplicntion, nnd diYision. 

All candidates must be accustomed to horses, and 
able to ride well, to test which they will be t-xamined 
in horsemanship at the depot. 

They must produce satisfactor~· testimonials of 
character, including one from local or other police 
officer, nnd thoRe candidates who have served in any 
other force must produce their discharges therefrom. 

Candidates are not appointed to the force when over 
the age of thirty, unless they h~n·e served in some other 
Police Force. 

I want to show this House the wages that are 
paid to thP9e men. A rnan of an average 
height of 5 feet 8 inches, with a 36-inch 
to 38-inch chest measurement, are men who 
are able to take their place in any walk of 
life. (Hear, hear !) And the pay offered 
to men of this stamp by the Government is 
this : For a probationary period at the police 
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depot, 5s. per diem. For the first two years 
they get £108 per annum, which is equal to £2 
per week. For another two years th!"Y get £122 
per a.nnun1, and aftf-r four yPars' servwe they get 
.£126 per annum. They put in four yea<' a< 
that, and after eight years' senice they get £130 
per annum. 

Anything in the nature of expenses 1pcnrred by 
members of the force for purchase of umform or for 
messing at a police mess are first charges against !he~r 
salaries; and when such charges are not duly llqur­
dated bv al!v such member, the amount thereof may 
be dedtlcted~ from any salary accruing to such memOer. 

\Ve a"k members of the Police J!'orce to be fit 
and sound men-men of physique necessary to do 
any amnunt of manual labour-and for this we 
offer them 5s. a, day to start with, and for the 
first two years' service we offer them £2 a week. 
Out of that they have to find thei~ cwn ra,tions 
and uniforme, which reduces their pay, after 
!laying for their rations and other things, to 5s. 
Sd. per rlay. J!'ancy an a?le-bodied man of 5 
fent 8 inches in height, wrth a chest measure­
ment of 38 inches, getting 5··· 8d. per day! At 
the end of four years, after paying 4 per cent. to 
the superannuation fund and 2·•. for duty stamps. 
their wages amount to 6s. 5d. a day. Durmg 
the second four years their wages amount to Bs. 
7d. a day. After doing eight Y,ears' se;vi~e 
all the wages that a policeman has aue to hur: rs 
6". lOd. per day, not £2 2s. a week. Afterdnmg 
eight years' service in the Police Force, JllEt fanc~~ 
him getting the enn.rmous sum. of 6s .. lOd. a day . 
I think that the Mrmster havmg tlns branch of 
the department under his charge shmld at:_ least 
see that these men are paid a living wage. _(Hear, 
hear !) It is only fair to ask that a policeman 
should be treated at least as reasonably as a 
navvy. You cannot get a navvy with all. the 
physique and everything. else I have descr~bed 
here-you could not get htm to work after erght 
years' service for 6s. lOd. a day. He wants 9s. 
and lOs. a day for a start. The P?liceman 
who has practically to look after the mterests 
of the people and look after men in high 
places and nwn with large houses should be 
paid ai; least a living wag<'. ThesP men are 
liable to be callerl out any hour of the 
night or day to attend to their du.ty, and the 
Government s'wuld see that the1r grievance;; are 
redres,,ed hy paying them an amount equal to 
what other branches of the service get. (Hear, 
hear !) Here is another matter in connectio!l 
with the police which I was not :aware of untrl 
this election. I find that the policemen are the 
,mly men in the Gt•vernment service wh? are n?t 
a-ranted an allowance for ext<'a cn't of nvmg rn 
the Northern districts and far ·western districts. 
Every other branch of the service are allowed so 
much a year extret cost of iiving, as it is _called, 
for going north of J\Iackay, hut the pohcen;en 
for some reason are deiJarrd from gettmg 
this extra cost of living. The policeman in Towm­
ville-and also in Hughenden, I under?tand;­
does n<>t gee any more than the policeman. m. Brr.s­
bane. I think that any hon. member s1ttmg m 
this Chamber will admit that the extra cost. of 
living, and the climatic conditions under whiCh 
these men have to work in the far North, are so 
much worse than those in Brisbane, that some 
extra allowance should be given to the men who 
are shifted up to do duty in that part of Queens­
land as members of the Police Force. PPrhaps 
some Minister can explain the reason ; !Jut I 
cennot understand why it is that the P:'hce, of 
~n the service, are selected to undergo thrs treat­
ment. 

Mr. CoYNE: Because they are not allowed to 
organise. That is the reason. 

Mr. FOLEY: The Government have. f?und it 
necessary to allow this extra cost of h vmg to 
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· public Rervants in other departments who are 
transferred to the North, and rig-htly so, I think; 
but Reeing that they have done it in other cases, 
why in the name of fair play do they not think 
it is necesRary to extend it to the Police Force? 
I am sure thn,t no reason can be g-iven to show 
that the policemen are not entitled to this extra 
cost of living just the same as other branches of 
the public service. I hope the Minister will 
ende,wour to rectify these grievance8, and give 
the police in tbe N~>rth the eame treatment as 
other members of the public eervice. In order to 
show the House the difference between a nolicc­
man's pav and a Aoldier's pay, it is nece~s~ry for 
me to read this little bit of information which I 
have here-

At present the Police Force is nndermnnned for the 
want of suitable recruits. which can easily be ac­
counted for by a comparison of the monthly ":ages of a 
soldier and a constable. 'fake the Nortb, for instance. 
Towusville, where a constable gets £8 12s. 'id. ]_}er 
month. pays £3 monthly for his rhtions, about ]Os. or 
14s. monthly for washing, buys l1is uniform aud boots 
out of the £G, he will not have £4 left, while the pri­
vate soldier gets £5 l81:1. monthly with rations and 

· wa!Shin~ allow·ance, boots, and four suit~ of uniform 
yearly, has much less work, worry, and responsibility 
than a policeman, and more leisure, it is not to be 
wondered at that the young men do not rut;h the police 

· service for employment. 

Hon. members, I think, will agree to that pro­
position-that the reason why the Polfce ForcE> is 
so short of recruits is because it is more pt·ofit­
able to be a soldier. A soldier gets £5 18s. " 
month, besides washing allowanoF, boots, and 
fonr uniforms a year, while the policeman gets 

· £8 12s. per month, and has to pay for his rations, 
uniform, washing, and his own boots. No 
wonder the young men want to be soldiers 
rather than policemell. That should be altered, 
and the conditions could be made snch as would 
enable us to get a most efficient Police Force. 

· There is no reason why the Government should 
not make the polic~man's salary at least equal 
to the soldier's. '!'here is just one other matter I 
wish to call attention to in this busine,s, hee,mse I 
shall have a lot more to say on t.his matter when 
the Eotimates are before the Hou~e. I was re­
minded of this particular when the Premier in­
terjected while the leader of the Opposition was 
speaking on the Workers' Cornpo.nsation Act, 
Some reference was made tu the policemen in that 
discussion, and the leader of the Opposition 
mentioned that the policeman does not even come 
under the 'Workers' Qornpensation Act, and 
that if he got killed in the execution nf his duty, 
his rlependants would not lJe entitled to the 
amount due to other workers under the \Vorkers' 
Compensation Act. The Premier interjected 
in that connection that the police had been left 

·OUt of that Act in order that they might come 
under a better principle and a better regulation. 
My information is that should a policeman get 
killed in the execution of his duty, he gets one 
year's full salary-£128 or £130. Now, in the 
case of a workman, no matter how humbl~ he 
may be, or in ·p.rhat c&pacity he Parns his living, 
his dependants may get £400 if he meets his 
death through nn accirient while following his 
employment. But supposing a burglar has 
broken into the Premier's house, we may 3ay, 
and is getting away with all the silver plate and 
other valuables he can lay hi.~ hands to, the Pre­
mier wakes up in the middle of the night, and, find­
ing a visitor in his room, would naturally get up 
to see what he wanted, and the next thing he 
gets a tap on the head with a jimmy and is 
knocked out. But our policeman is outside 
waiting for this gentleman to come out. Imme­
diately he makes his appearance the policeman 
tackles him, and tbe burglar, mther than be 
arre,ted and taken into court. shoots down the 
policeman with a revolver, or knocks his brains 

out with a jimmy. Now, that policeman may 
have a wife and five children dependent upon 
him, and all they are entitled to under the police 
regulations is £128 or £1:~0, whichever salary he 
may be getting. He is only entitled to one 
year'e salary as compensation for having lust his 
life in prote,;ting property, I thi.nk the least 
the Government can do is to put the policeman 
on the same footing, as regards this matter, with 
other workers, The polic"J are drawn from the 
workers. It is no use saying a noliceman is 
different to anv nth er man. Take off hiR uniform 
and he is tht same as one of us: he is " worker. 
I say that the police should be paid at lt·c<st a 
remwnahle wage, ~nd when we put ..;nch con­
ditions ae this on to him-that he is to be a 
man 5 feet 8 inches in height, of the chest 
rneclsurenwnt 1A 36 incht3 to 38 inchfH, besides 
other bodily and physical C'1pobilities-of being 
able to do almost any kind of work, and able to 
ride a horbe wdl, 3.nd other thing:-:, I say we 
should at least provide a w~ge equitable to thoee 
requirement~. I ask the Gm·ernmPnt to serionsly 
consider these ma.tters when the Police Esti­
tnates are under consideration this Yf:'ttr, in nrder 
that theee injustice,; shall be rectified. There 
are one or two other matters that I will briefly 
touch upon, becauHe I suppose this will be the 
only oppbrtunity I shall have of referring to 
them. I notice that all the previom S[Jeakers 
have left the recent elections severely alone. 
They seem to have no fault to find with the way 
the recent elections were carried out. \Vhether 
I stand by myself or not, I am going to make 
very serious complaints to this HousE> abou• the 
way this election has been conducted. 

OPPOSITION ME}!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

l\Ir. FOLEY: Among"t other things, the 
method in which officers are appointed to carry 
ant the ,eJections should be altered. Of course I 
know the custom, or system, is to appoint a 
returning officer for each district, and that re­
turning officer is then at lihertv to appoint his 
sn bordinates-lns presiding officers and poll 
clerks-as he chooses. These appointments are 
generally made from those who are of the same 
political opinions as the returning officer, and 
fnr that reason I think it is wrong, bee·mse 
we do not know how soon the Latour party 
may get into power, and we may happen 
to appoint a returning officer who will have 
the power of appointing his presiding officers, 
and who may appoint people who :1re en­
tirely on the other side. What I think is 
this: That the conduct of the elections should 
be entrusted in every case to public servants, who 
are paid by the State or the Commonwealth­
who are paid a yearly salary, and who h~ave no 
interest in the result of the election. Now, in 
Townsville, the returning officer there appointed 
six presiding officers. and six poll clerks, and I 
am free tc> say that not one of those twelve 
gentlemen co,}ld be accused of voting for the 
Labour candidates. Those nwn were biassed on 
behalf of the other side, and I say that it takes a 
certain amount of influence on to that side when 
you have all the presiding officers and poll cler~s 
actually soliciting for that side. It is :111 nnf<t1r 
start to the other side, and I "·"Y in order to 
avoid anything like that, the Government 
should insist that the presiding officer·q and poll 
clerks should be appointed from the Go­
vernn1ent officers or other pubic servants~ 
There are any amount that could be well spared 
for the one day t0 carry out the duties connected 
with an election, and everybody "ould feel more 
satisfaction. I feel sure that even members on 
the other side would feel mnre satisfied to have 
elections conducted bv officers who were un­
biassed. It has been r"emarked many times that 
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74 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Repl_y. 

there are a number of theRe gentlemen hanging 
about in Townsville, always ready to pre.~ide at 
election«, 'md never do a day's work otherwise. 

Hon. R. PmLP : They all work jmt as hard as 
you do. 

Mr. FOLEY : It iB a long time ago. 
Hon. R. PHILP: n·~ a long time since you did 

hard work. 

1Ir. :FOLEY: You get. the same poll clerks 
and presiding officers at e,cery election-munici­
pal, State, or Federal-in To;, nsville, and it has 
become a byword that they are given these 
billets for services "cndered. I hope the Premier 
will rise to the occasion and ha' e public officers 
appointed for the purpose of conducting elec­
tions. 

An 0PPOSITIOX MEMBER : He has to d·o as he 
is told. 

::\Jr. FOLEY: Another thing I have to com­
phin about is the iniquitous system of canva8sing 
allowed under the Act. I Eay it should be 
abolished. 

J\Ir. IVHITE: The Labonr p:uty would nut be 
much good if it was abolished. 

Mr. FOLEY : In Townsville the candidates 
on the other side were going from house to hnuse 
canvassing for vote•, and to any shop or factory 
where two or three men were employed. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Untrue. 

:Mr. :B'OLEY: The hon. member knows better, 
and I know better. 

Hon. R. PHILP : I neYer asked a man for a 
vote for myself in my life, and it is quite untrue 
to say that I went about from house to house 
canv::tssing for votes. 

Mr. FOLEY: The hon. member has thought 
fit to deny that he has ever done any canvassing; 
but I have seen him going into the shops, and I 
have been tnld by the employees in the shops 
that he has come up to them anct asked them for 
their votes. 

Hon. R. PHILP: ="at true. 
Mr. FoRSYTH : You must accept the denial. 

Mr. FOLEY: Of course I will accept the 
denial. That, I think, is the usual form, but I 
can have my opinion all the same. The senior 
member for Townsville was not present at the 
declaration of the poll, or he would have been 
obliged to hear all I had to say, and his denial 
would not have been of much account there, 
because there wure people there who' knew that 
what I s"y is absolutely true. And even his 
colleague, who t>iaS present, did not rleny one 
word; in fact, he admitted that he had been 
canvassing. \Vhen candidgtes go into shops and 
ask employees how they are going to vote, is it 
fair that they should be asked to answer the 
question in front of the employer? In front of 
his boss he feels br,und to say "Yes," and I say 
the system is likely to cren,te a nation of liars, 
because men will tell a lie to save their job. 

Hon. R. PHILP: You cannot bring a single 
one to say that I asked for his vote. 

:\Ir. FOLEY: I say it shonlrl be made a 
criminal matter to canv8,,s for votes. \Vhat be­
comes of the 'ecrccy of the ballot if we are 
allowed to ask a man how he is going to vote? 
The ballot is given to people so that they may 
record their votes in such a way that only God 
and themselves know how they vote. That is 
the secrecy of tbe ballot, and that is what I claim 
for every man and woman. Perhaps the senior 
member for Townsville will say this is not true 
als): I will ask bim if it is not a fact that he 
accompanied an old lady and gentleman into 
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the booth, taking the old lady by the arm ana 
telling the returning officer that the pair wanted 
to \ate for Philp and Fen wick? 

Hon. R. PHILP : Not true. 

Mr. FOLEY: Is it. not a fact also, that when 
the old man was asked, he .,aid he wanted a 
card, and he pointed out the two names, 
'·Austin" and "Foley" on the ballot-paper; and 
the prec,iding officer, who was a friend of Mr. 
Philp'e, aeked him if those were the names he 
wanted to be struck out. ;\!( v scrutineer, who 
was alive to his duties, told JYir. Philp and told 
the pmc,idino- officer that he had no business tCY 
ask the old ,;an wha.t name~ he wanted to strike 
out. He told him the old man was pointi~g. to 
the names he wanted left in, but the pres1dmg 
officer 'eemed unwilling to strikE· out "Fen wick" 
and "Philp," and asked the old man a second 
time. Then the old lady ;tepped forward and· 
told the pre•iding officer, in the presence of the 
senior member for Townsville, that she wantedi 
to vote for Foley and Austin. 

OPPOSITION ME~!BERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. FOLEY : During the discussion and' 

araument that took 'place, Mr. Philp arguing fot> 
th~ votes, the returning officer came in, and it 
was only through him that the matter was 
settled, because the old lady insisted that sh& 
must have her vote for the Labour candidates. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Good old lady ! and 
laughter. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Mr. Foley was not pre­
sent. There was an old man and his wife, 

neither of whom could speak at all. 
[9 p.m.] Thev went into the booth, and I 

recognised them and took them 
where they could vote. I saw the two vote for 
Foley and Austin. I did not open my mouth t<> 
ask them who they would vote for. 

The SPEAKER : Order! I shall be glad if 
ban. members will recognise that when a~ hon. 
member rises to make a personal explanatwn he 
must confine himself as briefly as possible to a. 
denial. 

:Mr. :FOLEY: I was going to ask when the 
hon. member for Townsville was speaking, 
whether it w::cs he or I who was making this 
speech. 

Mr. MuRPHY: It is a song with a chorus. 
(Laughter.) 

:Mr. FOLEY : However, ::\>Ir. Philp has not 
denied th1s. He has practically admitted what. 
I have said in this matter. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Xo, I do not. 
The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. FOLEY : The hon. member says that 

neither of the old p('ople could speak. 
Hon. R. PHILP : That is so. 
~'[r. ]'OLEY: I think he is wrong in that, 

because the old lady, my scrutineer informed 
me-I was not present myself, :iYir. Speaker,-­

GovERNMENT MEMmJRS : Oh ! oh ! 
Mr. FOLEY: At the time that it happened, 

but my scrutineer informed me-and he was just 
as good as if I had been there myself-that when 
the argument between the old m:>n Bnd the 
returning officer had been going on, and the '?ld 
man \\,ts pointing out the names he wanted m,. 
the old ladv simply came round from the hon. 
member fo~ Townsville, and told the presiding 
officer that sh~. wanted to vote for Foley and 
Austin. 

Mr. CODIE: Did the old lady go out on the· 
senior rne1nber:s arm also? 

Hon. R. PHILP : She was not on my arm at 
all. (Laughter.) 
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::Yir. FOLEY : I think I have shown the 
necessity for doing away with this canvassing 
and soliciting of votes. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

Mr. FOLEY: It is a bad practice, and cer­
tainly an influence that should not be used on 
men, and women, too, who are not able to 
defend themselves. In order to make our elec­
tiuns ""' pure as possible, and that men of the 
people's choice shall come to this Chamber to 
n1ake htws, it is necessary that this canvassin~ 
s honld be abolished. and I think the time has 
come when the Government should bring in 
an amendment of the Elections Act with 
that object. I ask for that because, as I 
said, the influence may be used in the near 
future on the other side. I would not be 
accountable for any influence that was used 
on our side if we got the power, and 
in order to prevent any such influence being used 
it, ;, time that this should be stopped. It has 
gone to such a length in Townsville-I do not 
know about other electorates-that it is time it 
was stnpped, and stopped for ever. I have kept 
the House longer than I intended on this my 
m:tiden speech, but there is just another matter 
in connection with the election that I want to 
mention. I have already put it before the Home 
Secretary, and he has promised to make inquiries 
into it, still I think that the House should know · 
something about my grievance•. A number of 
absent votes came to Townsville from a place 
ceclled Ayr, about 48 miles from TownRville. 
The presiding officer at Ayr, who was attending 
to the absent votes in that district, had run out of 
official ballot-papers. 

1fr. RYLAND: That was the same way all over 
the State. 

Mr. FOLEY: In ordFr that the men who 
went there to vote should not be deprived of 
their votes, the presiding officer took the 
trouble to write out the declaration contained on 
the printed envelope, but because he omitted to 
write on the ballot-paper inside the em·elope the 
neces,,ary instructions to the voter, the votes 
were rejected. The presiding officer, I suppose, 
thought it was not necessary to write those in­
structions on the in,ide of the ballot-paper. see­
ing that he had written all the dedaration on the 
envelope, and he simply gave the vuter a plain 
sheet of paper to vote on. Those votes canw up 
to Townsville as ab~ent votes, and the ret.urn­
ing officer in Townsville, after looking on the 
declaration written on the envelope, '~id there 
wts something wrong. He opened the first one 
in order to make sure the inside ballot-paper was 
all right, and he found the writing on the ballot­
paper had been omitted, and he declined to 
accept that vote. There were nineteen of those 
votes, the whole of which were rejected. I «m 
egotistical enough to believe that if those votes 
had been accepted, Foley would have been the 
senior member for Townsville. 

OPPOSITION MEl\JBERS : Hear, hear ! 
:J\Ir. FOLEY: They were rejected in the face 

of the fact that we informed our returning 
officer that simibr votes received from the same 
place at other electoratE-s had been rec<>ived and 
accepted. The hon. member for Charters Towers 
had votes sent from Ayr in the same way as 
those sent to Townsville, and also the hon. mem­
ber for Herbert, and the voteR were accepted by 
their returning officers. I have reported this 
matter to the Home Secretary, who has promised 
to ask the returning officer in Townsville to 
furnish a report on the matter. I do not know 
whether these votes will be allowed now, but it 
is not my intention to present a petition to the 
Elections Tribunal asking that they should be, 
became I hardly think it worth while to spend 

£100 or .£200 for the purpose of becoming the 
senior member for Townsviile. Those are some 
of the reasons why I think some improvernen t 
should be made in 'the conduct of elections. In­
addition to this there were scores of votes re­
ceived in Townsville that were rejected because 
tbe presidir,g offic,•rs in other places had 
neglected to sign the declaration on the envelopes. 
Out of about 330 absent votes'l'eceiverl in 1'owns­
ville, there were ··ixty-six declared informaL In 
most cases the infcrnulity was due to •,he pre-
8itling officer havinv, neglected to sign or initial 
the rleclaratinn of the voter on the outside of the 
envelope. There is no doubt that something 
should be done to secure the appointment of 
suitable persons as presiding officers. At present 
there a!Jpea1·c, to be a sort of family of presiding 
officer, rnnning right through the State. How­
ever, the matter to which I have alluded is one 
in which the department should make a search­
ing inquiry. If my speech this evenin.G( does 
nothing more than bring ahout some purifica­
tion of matters in this respect at the next elec­
tion, it will not have been made in v1.0in. I 
thank hon. members for the patient way in 
which they have listened to my first speech in 
the House. (Hear, hear!) 

* Mr. ALLEN (Bulloo): I intend to follow the 
advice of the hon. nlemher for Cambooya, and 
cut mv speech very short. I may say that had I 
got an answer to a question which I put to the 
Home Secretary yesterday I should not have 
been on my feet. to-night. However, the hon. 
gentleman bas thrown out to me a challenge to 
attack a public officer, and although it is very 
distasteful to me to attack any public officer, I 
accept his challenge, in the in teres~ of justice 
and hir play. At \Vindorah there IS an officer 
in charge of the police who is a kind of little 
Czar. I believe the Govc,rnment will soon be 
called upon te-J erect a gaol at \Vindorah in order 
to accommodate the criminals in that district, as 
this officer appears to have a wonderful knack of 
manufacturing criminals. I want to refer to the 
\Vindorah licensing case. The Home Secre­
tary will rem em her the hotel over which 
this troubl8 has tttken place. The licensee 
keeps the hotel in a first-class mannPr, for 
an outback hotel. The Home Secretary will, I 
think bear me out in that statement, and so, I 
am '~re, will the hon. member for JYiitchell and 
the hon. memher fur Gympie. For some cause 
or other this officer of police took offence at one 
of the licensee\, emplovees. I do not intend to 
mention th•e cause of that offence, but I may say 
that the fault lay with the official. If what I 
am told is true. it was a serious fault on his part. 
He informed the Iicense•e of the matt- r, :md 
asked her to dismiss the Pmplnyee in question. 
Her reply was that the employee did the work 
required to be done to her satisfaction, and 
that ehe could see no reason why she should 
diorniss the employee. The policeman said, 
"\Veil, I wi'l.make you jump_ for tWit." At 
any ra.te, he g.tV<' her a con01derab~ amou~t, 
of trouble, and it cost her .£22, and !t 
ccst somebody el,e !'Omethmg as ·,,-elL ThiS 
took place in the e~trly part of . this year. 
I may remark here that m my constituency the 
licensing bench is generally composed of a 
ecratch number of justices of the peace. Anyone 
they can rope in is shnnted on to the bench, and 
in this particular case it appears to me that the 
police official was able to work the justice\' as he 
pleas ·d. However, he served a notice on the 
licensee to the effect that he was going to oppose 
the renewal of her license. He charged her 
with drunkenness, which was absolutely untrue, 
as every person in that district can testify. He 
charged her with not keeping her house properly, 
which was another untruth. I can call upon the 

Mr. B. F.S. Allen.] 



'76 .Address in Repl,y. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Repl,1J. 

Home Secret.ary to bear me nut in that state­
ment as regard" the way in which the hotel was 
kept at the time he was ont at Windorah. 
·The hon. member for Mitchell and the hon. 
member for Gyrnpie can also hear me out 
in thi<. Between tlw time·· when this notice 
wa' served and the day when the licensing 
court sat, this officer apprnache<l, I think, the 
-son of the licensee, and told him that he h,.d a 
buyer for his mother's hotel, if she wonld ,, ... ll it. 
You see-a licensing inspector and a hotel 
broker. The court duly sat. The lieensee did 
-not understand very much about the matter. 
She did not realise the seriousness of the posi­
tion, and did not attend the court. There is no 
lawyer at \Vinclorah, so that >he could get no 
advice. 

An HmWURABLE ME1IBER: That is a g"od 
thing. 

::Yir. ALJ ... Kl\: H. may be a good thing, but 
yo?_ want an army of lawy~rs to watch this 
policeman. 

Hon. R. PHILP : He is a good man. 
Mr. ALLEX : I am surprised to hear the hon. 

member for Townsville say that he is a good 
.man. 

Mr. PAYNE: If he knew him as well as I do 
he would not call him a good man. 

Mr. ALLEN: The evidence Wcts taken, and 
the renewal of the license WJS refused. 

Mr. :MACKINTOSH: Why? 

Mr. ALLEN : Bee;mse this officer wanted to 
vent his spleen on the licensee of the hotel for 
not di,missing an employee at his demand. The 
matter did not end there. The licensee con­
>oulted her solicitor, and the result ';', :.s that there 
was an appeal against the decision of the bench. 

Hon. R. PHILP: I thought there ><as no law­
yer there. 

Mr. ALLEN: This lawyer was in Rock· 
hampton. The appeal came on, aed wa"- allowed 
.against the Grown, with .£-10 expenses. I am 
sure the public of Queensland will be indignant 
.at having to pay £40 in order that this police­
man might vent his spleen ~ ;;ainst the licensee. 

Mr. PE'l'RIE : Is she a widc'w? 
Mr. ALLEN: No. Another ca;e hapvened 

out there, and there is to l-.e an appeal in that 
_also, and I am assured, on the best authority, 
that the Crown is bound to fall in for further 
expense, so that this policeman is an expensive 
<Jfficer. \Vhen addressing my con,tituants, I 
was asked this question : ".Mr. Allen, do you 
oonsider ·th:.t a just law which will rmnish me 
for giving a bagman a bit of beef?" I said, 
"No." \Vel!, said the que5tioner, "the 
law is being :tdmini~tered in that 11ay in the 
Windorah district. If a bagman comes along 
to my run, and wants a bit of beef, I cannot 
give him a bit unle" I have a license. It does 
not suit me to have a licen,e, b2cause I kill 
anywher,ll. on my run, and the result v:ill be 
that if I "give him beef I shall be fined, 2ud if I 
don't give him some he will go out and kill 
something." That is making criminals. 

Hon. R. PHILP: You can alway;; give a man a 
bit of beef, but you cannot 'ell it. 

Mr. ALLEN: \Yell, I fl-m going to give an 
example. This official's persecution of this 
licensee is something cruel. In the course of 
some bickering one day-I think it was on the 
veranda in front of her hotel-he went round to 
the back, and there he saw a leg of mutton 
hanging up. There is no butcher in \Vindorah, 
and the people have to depend for a bit of 
mutton or a bit of beef on the surrounding 
stationa and selections. The official said, "\Vhere 
-did you get that mutton?" She mentioned the 

[Mr. B. F. 8. Allen. 

name of a selector who lived a few miles out, and 
said, "He gave it to me." He said, "Oh, well. I'll 
fix him up. I'll see that he does't give away meat 
without a license." He c-.mld not prosecute the 
woman, so he prm;ecutecl the rnan. He wa8 
convicted, but n0 fine was imp•·serl, save the 
cos'. of the snmmons. That is the way in which 
the law is administered in \Vindorah. This 
is not the first time that this official has given 
trouble. If the hon. member for Balonne were 
here, he could he>tr me out, and so could the hon. 
member for \Varrego. This man was stationed 
at Bollon some years ago, and an inquiry 
was held into his conduct. He was charged 
with drunkennes,, both on the racecourse 
and in the town, gambling with cards and 
dice in the courthnnse, bookmaking in the 
town, and with Liking the electoral roll. To 
each of these charges he pleaded gnilty. He 
was brought down to town, but by sorne over­
sight he got another station. I take t.hi . .:; courRe 
very reluctantly. I had hoped that he had learned 
a les~on from what had bappened at the other 
place. But no! He is going to rule the roost. \Vhy, 
the people out there might as well be in Russia as 
wh. re. they are. A man 1s di>mi;;sed from the police 
for getting- married before the specified time, and 
yet this officer is allowed to carry on in this way, 
and put the Crown to a lot of expense in order 
that he may vent his spleen and let the people 
see he is master of the situation. Another thing 
I want to refc:r to is the Jack of itinerant teach­
ers in the \Ve,t. The Premier in his Rockhamp­
ton speech, amid the plaudits of the throng, said 
that the Government have increased the number 
of itinerant teachers, and now the children in the 
\Vest were receiving four visits a year from these 
teachers. One itinerant teacher who goes into 
my district has 147 children on his books. He 
can only visit them twice a year, and there are 
some children he cannot visit at all. How does 
that C'Jincir:le with what the Premier said? The 
other teacher has 91 children on his books, and 
he is able to visit them three times a year. So 
ynu see it is a matter of the number of children. 
If the Govf'tnmen t wish to do what they told the 
people of Queensland they were doing, it is their 
bounden duty at once to increase the number of 
itinerant teachers in the \Vest, so that each 
child shall receive at least four visits a y<·ar. I 
think the children of the West are entitled to 
every c<,nsirleration. All over my electorate 
parents are loud in praise of the conscientious 
manner in which the viKiting teachers arP ca.cry­
ing out. their duties. an<{ I am very pleased to be 
able to endm'e their praise by what I have seen 
myself. Another trouble to me is the way in 
which the leased lands are being dealt with in 
mv electorate. vVben I was returned to this 
House I found that it was the intention of the 
Secretary for Public L·tnds to cut up Norlev, 
Thargomindah, and Bulloo Downs into smaller 
blocks, and throw them open to lease. I made 
certain representations to him, pointing out that 
it was the d;,,ire of the people in the district 
that a good portion of those rune should be 
thrown open to selection. 'I'he Hon. the "Minister 
wa:;;; gtwd enough to meet rne in a certain way, 
but he did not go far enough. My con· 
tention then ">ts, and still is, that the por­
tion of land which is reserved for selection 
will be readily snappe.d up, but that is not 
my complaint at all. \Vhat is to happen once 
the selections are taken up? The other portions 
will be thrown hack into lease befm·e che selec­
tion busine" is given a chance, so that all that 
the district can hope for is twenty selections and 
no more. I do not know the exact date when 
the blocks are tn he thrown open to lease, but I 
think it is 6th December. J n coming here with 
this complaint-it is not my complaint, it is the 
complaint of my constituents. I have i-n my hand 
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a wire I have received frorn a resident of Thar­
gomindah-a man who has been engaged in pas­
toral and commercial pursuits out there for many 
years, and who is recognised as the best authority 
in the district on land matters. The wire I re­
ceived from this gentleman reads as follows:-

See ma.p Xotice bal::~.nc~_, )fm·ley Thargomindah 
Bnlloo Downs open lease competition Brji;bane Decem~ 
ber sixth Time too);hort and should be 'Thargomirrdah 
No chanee fresh men :._..at sufficient reserved grazing 
farms. 

That is the opinion of a gentleman who is recog­
nised as the be.st authority on land mattErs in 
that district. I do not know what a,uthority has 

been obtained for saying that the 
[9.30 p.m.] time is sufficient. I cannot see it. 

I contend that at least three 
months' notice should have been given instead 
of six weeks. These lands should have been 
eJ< tensi vely advertised, so as to give an oppor­
tunity to fresh rneu tn come into the district ; 
and furcher, the land should be thrown open at 
the local plrtee, so that tbe local men there could 
have a chan~e of taking it up. I know a man 
there, who is in a small way compared with the 
huge pastJ~al companies, and he would be able 
to curr,pete tf the leases w6re thrown open locally. 
These lease'< are being thrown open in Brisbane 
instead. 

~lr. PAYNE: \Vhy are they not cut up for 
selections? 

Mr. ALLEN : There are some cut up for 
selections and others for leasehold, and the 
least.hold" will be thrown open first. It does 
not matter h.•w keen tbe department may be to 
get selections now, hecau~e they are throwing 
back the land into leaschnlds again, and there 
will be no possible chance of expansion in the 
shape of selections. So fur as I o ,n gather, all 
the land there has IJeen thrown open for lease in 
Thargomindah. Speaking from memory, I 
believe one was thrown open at 10s. per mile, 
and it broug],t, something like £1 5s. per mile. 
It was not a grazing farm, but a pastoral leas.}. 
Yet we are told that Bri,b>tne is a better market 
than 'fhargomiudah ! If the land "<tS offered nt 
Thargomindah, new men would be able to go out 
and view the land and go into Tharg\1mindah on 
the day the land was to be thrown open, and 
compete for it in the open market. The re,mlt is 
this: That if people want to compete for that 
land in Bri.-•uane they will have to come from 
Tharg·omindah, which is 140 miles from a rail­
way, and even then is nver 600 miles from Bris­
bane. And they are expected to come down 
here to compete for that country. 

Mr. ~fURPHY : Or else employ an agent. 

Mr. ALLEN: It appears to me that this 
land i• being thrown open principally for absen­
tees. 

Mr. PAYNE: For the benefit of the big men. 

Mr. ALLEN: They are being thrown open 
for the beneHt of the big men. 

Mr. MURPHY : This is the dress circle Go­
vernment. 

Mr. ALLEN: Men who have worked their 
way up out there are not to be cunsidered at alL 
I may say that I received a letter this murning 
from a grazil;g farmer out there. He has been 
getting on exceptionally well of late years, and 
is prepared to strike out on a larger sca.le, and it 
would be a great inconvenience to him to corne 
down to Brisbane. Some of the people out 
there consider that they ought to get passes to 
come down to Brisbane. Another thing which 
I have to complain about is the administration 
of the Sheaters and Sugar Workers Accommo· 
tion Act. It appears to me that an inspector 
will come along to a shed and make certain corn-

plaints, but he is told that he had better try 
somewhPre else, as exemption has been granted 
there. \Vhat is the goud of sending an inspector 
along if exemptions can be granted like that? 

Mr. LEKNON: or{ what grounds are the ex­
mnptions granted? 

Mr. ALLEN: I io not know. These com­
plaints have been made to me by shearers per· 
sonally, and they contend that if h~s neighbour 
can fulfil certain eonditions, there IS no reason 
why anothct man should not do the same. 

Mr. PAYNE: Exemptions from homesteads? 
Mr. ALLEN: ::\'o; exemption from complying 

with the Sbeuers and Sugar Workers Accom­
mod&tion ~-\et. \Vith these few words I will 
conclude my remark.~. 

After a pause, 
* :irfr. }'[ANN : As I know tbat members on the 
other sine have expressed a wish to finish the 
debate to-night and as I wish to say a word or 
two before the 'Address in Reply closes, I had 
better speak now. 

?•Ir. J\'IURPHY: Someone on the Government 
side might wish to spe.,k. 

Mr. MANN: If they do, I will be glad. to, 
give phce to them. They have been told over 
on the other side by the Premier that ~e does 
not wbh any criticism of his speech put mto the 
mouth of ttie Lieutenant-Governor. The Pre­
mier has cracked the whip over membere of his 
party, and a' it has bAen said that the Govern­
ment are to be t,be sole judges of what is the fit 
and proper thing tn be done in this p,.rJiament, 
be intends to run this ,,olely and p<1rely by the 
Government and he has warned his followers 
that they n;~et not speak on this occa,ion. Of 
course, two of the. new members who came 
into the House had to move and second the 
r.doption of the Address in Reply. I may t.ake 
this opportunity, being :m old~r memb?r, J';Ist 
in passing, of congratulating 111 all .smcer1ty 
the new members who have come mto th1s 
House, and who have n1ade most i:t?-pressive 
speecbee, and I can say that they w1ll be an 
ornament to this Chamber as soon as they feel 
their feet and get into the way of debate. On 
this side of the Honse there are several new 
memlPers who did excellently well. If I may be 
allowed to do so, I must aL'o congratulate the 
Geverninent on the two metnbers who rnoved 
and seconded tbe Address in Rep!?, inasmuch as 
they have in them two good solid Conservatives, 
who will never do anything to hurt the Gnver'.'· 
ment or imrt the party sitting behind this 
Government-the party of privilege and power. 
I have some things to say about the speech 
of the senior memher for :!Yfaryl:ioroug-h, JV1r. 
Oorser but I will deal with that later on. I 
hear the hon. gentleman interjecting. I am 
sorry that I should hurt a new member. In 
the irentleman who moved the adoption of the 
Adlress in Reply, the senior member for South 
Br-isbane, the Government have discovered a 
wonderful and fearful genius. There is no doubt 
that that hon. gentleman's idea of cutting np the 
electorate" ot Queensland, if put into operation, 
will have the effect, of wiping out every democrat 
in this Parliament. I believto his idea was that 
every membt'r should represent part of a to;wn 
and part of a country electorate. In followmg 
out this idea, I •uppose he would t~ke a ce~·tam 
portion of Enoggera and add to 1t a stnp of 
Burke. Then he would take a bit of my electo­
rate away and give me in return a piece . of 
Moreton. They will then be able to deal WI;h 
the electorates in such a way that the leader of 
the Government will say that ev~ry mem~er 
returned is a supporter of what t~e Prem1er 
once called the coherPnt, progressive, h?~o­
genou~, and democratic Government. (OppositiOn. 

M'Tr.Manrv.J 
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laughter.) The gentleman who seconded the 
Address in Reply said that Canada was such a 
wonderfully progressive country because it had 
no Labour party there and no Labour legislation. 

:Mr. CORSEI\ : I said no socialists. 

:i\Ir. ::YIANN : There is not a country in the 
world to-day that hail not got some Labour 
legislation, or even what the hnn. gsntleman 
terms socialistic legislation. There is not a 
country under the sun to-day that hati not got 
some ,,ocialistic legislaticm, and that is not all 
the better for having it. Even in the old country 
the hon. member for ])/[aryborou~h, if he read,, 
would find on the statute-book a 'frades Disputes 
Bill very much more ad\ anced th<:tn the one 
that went through this .-'cssembly some years 
ago, and was thrown out by the upper House. 
They have other legislation that is far in advance 
Df what we have in Queensland in the shape of 
workers' compensation; and in the old country, 
in spite of what the hon. member for l!Iary­
borougb said, some of the municiralities have 
gone m for so much oocialism that I expect in a 
short time to see all the functions run by the 
municipalities. In Glasgow city they have free 
n1usic ha.lls, dairier:, laundrie~"'~ and ahnost every­
thing you like to mention is run by the mmuni­
cipality for che benefit of the people of the city 
of Glasgow. To mention another matter the 
hon. member dealt with: He said there were 
8,000,000 acres of land in the Burnett district 
to be selected, and he claimed that 4,000,000 
acres of that were as good m, any land in the 
whole of Queensland. Kuw, twenty yee,rs 
ago, when I came to Queensland, in the dis­

trict I represent you could not find anywhere 
near a railway at that time a single piece 
of land of any extent-up to 200 acres-av,;il­
able for selecdou. Right along the whole of 
the route of the railway every piece of land 
Df any value whatsoever Wttti taken up. As a 
matter of fact, so keen was the rush that land 
was taken up there that was absolutely of n<J 
value whatsoever, and I can safely say that 
two years after the li11e was finished, when 
that source from which the settlers derived their 
living-that is, the construction of the line-wben 
that source of revenue was taken from them, 
num hers of selections were thrown up and de­
serted and lef;; to rnin. The reason why the 
land was not thrown open in the Bmnett and 
taken up long ago was because it wao a long way 
from a railway, and if a man took it up, no mat­
ter how good the land wa~, how great the crops 
the land produced, if he had no mettns of gettins 
thttt produce to market the laud was of no 
value. 

Mr. CoRSElt: That is so. 
Mr. MANN : \Vhen we say there is such a 

big area of good land still to be taken up in 
Queensland, I wish the people to clearly under­
stand the reason why it was not taken up long 
ago was because the people could not get on it. 
For example, the Atherton Scrub lands [,,re 
perhaps some of the best lands in the whole of 
Queensland. I remember twenty years ago the 
farmers there sent English putatoe' down to 
Kamerunga, but the price they realised was so 
small owing to competition with the 8outhern 
potatoes that they gave up in disgust the grow­
ing of potatoes, and for many yP:us the settlers 
in the Atherton district were kept back owing 
to the fact of the great dietance to the nearest 
railway-that is at Mareeba-and the farmers 
could not go there and make a living. To-day, 
in spite of the fact that the hon. member for 
Maryborough is supporting this Government, 
and urg-ing, what every patriotic Queenslander 
should urge, the settlement of our land, to-day 
we have in the Atherton district 300 people still 
waiting to get on the land, and many of them 

[Mr. M ann, 

have been waiting fora period of eighteen months 
or two years. I had aletter from a friend of mine 
the other day who had been left a legacy of some 
hundreds of pcmnds. He applied for a piece of 
land S'ome eighteen months ago, and the last 
letter I had from him was to say he had given up 
the idea in disgust. He has got » job, and 
&hould he bP notified by the representative of the 
Lands Department he has a selection for him, he 
intends to tell him to keep it. 'l'he demand has 
been so keen that people who want Atherton 
land have be,m ;ent out to the Evelyn Scrub, 
which is a very long way from >1 market. \Vhen 
this line is built it will only touch the fringe of 
the scrub, and the settlers a long way from the 
railway will have great difficulty in making a 
livelihood, owing to the fact that it will cost them 
so much to transport their goods to the rail way 
to take tu the ne::,test market. I just wish to 
say a word or two in regard to what dropped 
from the lips of the depuLy leader of the Opposi­
tion in regard to the inspection of sugar-millB ~,nd 
the quarters of the men who worked at those 
mills, both in tbe field and in th" mill, and I 
think he said there was no inspection at Cairns. 

:'.Ir. LENNON : I did not say so. 

)lr. lVIAXN: ~ am glad the hon. member did 
not say so. There is an inspector there-a very 
good man, JHr. Connelly, who, I believe, 
attends to his duties, and would makP. the mill­
owners and other people who employ sugar 
workers come up to the scratch if he were 
l::ackc·d up by the Gm'ernment. As a matter of 
bet, I heard nu complaint", while going round 
during the election, in regard tnthematter of q uar­
ters except one. But I just mention this for the 
informa!.ion of the House : that at the :i\fulgrave 
Mill there was a strike owing to the bad food 
supplied to the rnill!hands, and at the Ham bled on 
Mill as well a deputation waited on the manaJer 
and told him they would go on strike if better 
food were not supplied, and on the wbole I claim 
the Government would have been wise if they 
had done what we thought they were doing­
that is, made the Factories and Shops Act apply 
to the sugar-mills. I remember tbe non. 
membf·r for Herbert asked the then Attorney­
General if, in his opinion, the Act would apply 
to sugar-nnlh, and the reply was that in 
the opinion of the Attorney-General it would. 
Apparently the Attorney-General h~d made .a 
mistake, or the Government, at the w1sh of the1r 
big fat friends in the sugar-mills, were keeping 
the people of the sugar-mills out of the scope of 
the Act. As a matter of fact, I heard the junior 
member for ForLitude Valley claim last session 
that in the matter of engine-drivers, the men in 
the sugar-mills were penalised as against the 
men in the •awmills. Now, if the Government 
is wise, if they do not wi<h trouble as there Wi\S 

this year at Goondi-if they are wise they will 
step into the breach and insist that the mill­
owners will give such conditions, and the workers 
employed such hours as will, as far as possible, 
tend to do away with strikes, for after nll the 
men who suffer most from the effects of a strike 
are the workers themselves and the small farmers. 
However, the only complaint I heard was this : 
That the exemption tha,t this House, in its wis­
dom or ntherwi&e, provided in the Shearers and 
Sugar Workers Accommodation Act-that if a 
man employs less than nine men he need not afford 
any accommodation for those workers. The cane­
cutters said to me they thought it very unfair 
that if a man employed ten men he had to 
find good accommodation, but if he only 
employed eig-ht, he need not do so. They 
complained that the person who employed eight 
men should be compelled, just as the man who 
employed ten, to provide decent quarters and 
decent accommodation and food. The reason 
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·we gave that exemption was not to unduly penalise 
the small man, but it might be as well if the 
Government went into the matter to see if it 
-could not be found possible-not tbi8 session 
possibly as the time is short-but next session 
have inquiries made and see if they could not 
see their way clear to reduce the number from 
nine to a much smaller one. The reason why I 
supported it was that I believed that out of 
eheer competition the employers who employed 
a small number of me!>, in order to get 
men, would have to provide accommoda­
tion equally as good as the larger employer, 
and I thought the Act would be carried out in 
its entirety in that way. Apr•arently it is not 
so, and it would be well, perhaps, if the Go­
vernment would bring in an amending Act 
to permit of the exemption being reduced. 
Other members when speaking to-night have 
been recounting some of their election experi­
ences. \Vhen I saw the settlers in the Athprton 
district I heard a great number of complaints 
about thE' methods of the land officials in regard 
to the timber industry. A prominent settler 
informed me that the Government sold the tim­
ber on portions 241, 242, and 247, in the pari"h 
·Of East Barron, amounting to 100,000 superficial 
feet, at 7•>. per lOO feet ; that the purchaser had 
to incur the expense of 7s. per 100 feet in getting 
it to Atherton, and that the Government bought 
it back from him at £112s. 6d. per 100 feet, re­
presenting a loss of £900. And I was ctsked if I 
could explain this. I said we have a Govern­
ment compooed of business men ; and I said it 
looked as if these business mPn were wise in 
their generation, and had a way of being kind to 
their friends by selling at 7s. and buying back at 
£112s. 6d., after the purchaser had expended 
another 7s. per 100 feet. I said that might be 
the reason, but it seems strange that a Govern­
ment composed of shrewd, keen, commercial men 
should do such a thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : It was not 
done under the conditions you mention. 

Mr. MANX: I believe that what I have 
stated is absolutely true, and the Minister for 
Lands has met the man who gave me the infor­
mation, and knows him. I had a letter the 
Dther day from a settler at Atherton, whPre the 
Government thought the settlers were going to 
vote against me and put me out. This settler 
said the most pleasing thing about my victory 
was the fact that nine out of every ten of the 
new settlers on the roll voted for me. The 
Government have been harasoing the settlers in 
that district in the intereHts of the timber­
getters, and every man wbo has the interests of 
Queensland at heart should protest against that 
being done. They also complain that the price 
-of land i~ increased by speculators bidding 
against bona fide settlers. \Vben the blocks are 
put up there are Government surveyors bidding 
.against them, and some of the surveyors were 
trying to run the rail way throullh the blocks 
they bought so as to enhance their value. 
That is said by the settlers in the Atherton 
district; and is it any wonder that I objected 
the other day to private membets' day being 
taken away when I wanted to move for a com­
mission to make inquiry as to why timber Wl1S 

sold in the way I have pointed out, why such high 
prices are charged for land required by bontt fide 
settlers, and how it is that speculators and Go­
vernment officials are allowed to compete against 
those settlet·s for land? In connection with the 
Government programme, I have to make the 
.same complaint I made last session-namely, 
that there is in it no mention of an amendment 
of the Cairns Harbour Board Act. "When the 
Premer was in Cairns the members of that board 
•waited on him and showed that an amendment 

of the Act was required to allow the b_oard to 
conduct its own election, and the Premier pro­
mised that the Bill would be in the Government 
prograrnme, but it is not here. 

An HoNOt:RABLE MEMBER: And other Bills. 

Mr. JIIIANN: The Government. want to get 
throucrh their programme before Christmas, but 
this Bill should be passed in time for the Feb­
ruary election. I look upon this programme 
merely as window dtesoing. A lot 0~ it is Slml)ly 
padding. There is the Trades Dreputes B!ll, 
for instance. Is it likely that the Government 
will try to put on the stawte-book a Trades Dis­
putes "Bill thHt will be of ~.ny use? One hots 
only to read the speech delivered by tbe hon. 
member for Mnreton when he was member for 
Carpentaria, and the speech made by the mem­
ber for North Brisbane when he was member for 
Toowong-in which the Bill was described as a 
measure that would lead to assault and battery 
-one has only to read those speeche' to come to 
the conclusion that there is not the faintest 
chance of a Trades Disputes BiE being passed. 
The merest novice can easijy understand that 
the Government put forward this window-dres­
sing programme for the purpose of gulling the 
people outside ; and after th8 House clo~es 
at Christmas for a long rece<s the Prerrner 
will go round the electorates and say that but 
for the speeches made by members of the 
Opposition the Government would have passed 
all those Bills. The fRet is that the Govern­
ment do not want to do things, because 
doing these things hurts the Government. For 
example, at the last general elec_tio1~ the vV ages 
Boards Bill hUI't the party on th1s s1de, because 
people did not understand that that Bill was 

passed by the Premier. I admit 
[10 p.m.] that it was passed to please the 

Labour party, hut it was also to 
please some of the Liberals "·ith him, who could 
not swallow an Arbitration Act, and this was 
passed as a sop. The poor shop girls in Bris­
bane were told that this was the work of the 
enemy, and they did no~ put the blarr:e on the 
rightful shnulders-tbat 1s, on the Prem1er. He 
accepted the amendment to bring farmers under 
the Bill, although the late Government "\Vhip" 
assured him it was a foolish thing to do, and he 
put it in to save trouble. 

Mr. HARDACRE: Excuse me, it was from sh9er 
obstinacy. 

Mr. MANN : He thought that if he refused 
the Labour party would make trouble, and he 
accepted that amendment and (JUt in the farmers, 
and he was backed up in that respect by the late 
member for Warwick, Mr. O'Sulli van, and it is a 
curious fact that retribution came in the form of 
that amendment losing the hon. gent.]eman his 
seat. Then the Premier met another deputation 
in Atherton, and some of the settlers there, men 
who bad been on the Northern Rivers of New 
South vVak• laid their wishes before him, and 
pointed ont the great difiiculty they had in cut­
ting roads for themselves through the scr]lb. 
The Tinaroo Shire Council was not able to 
do the work. The hon. the senior member for 
Maryborough will understand what it_ means 
cutting a road through a heavy scrub hke the 
Atherton l:'lcrub. These settlers pay from £3 to 
£7 an acre for the land. It would cost another 
£5 an acre to fall and burn the timber, and put 
the land into a comfortable state, and on the top 
of that they had to make their own roads. The 
Premier was apparently so impressed that he 
made a promi8e that when any land was thrown 
open t• > the settlers, roads would be made for them 
outofthe public estate improvement fund. A good 
deal of land has been thrown open since that, and 
I may tell the hon. the senior member for Mary-

Mr.Mann.] 



80 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.J Address in Reply. 

borough, who is keenly interested in the settler, 
that the promise has not been kept, the 
land has been thrown open under the same con­
ditions, and the poor unfortunate settlers h~ve 
still to cut their own roads through the scrub, 
owing to the fact that the shire council is unable 
tc cope with the work. I h:;ve heen urging the 
Government to make a grant to build these 
roads out of the vublic estate improvement fund. 
The re:1son I h11Ye asked for this is because the 
value of the land has gone up ther8 from £1 t•J 
£4 an acre, the Government g·et~iug £3 lOs. an 
acre more now than they would h" ve got three 
or four years ago. Thf value has been given to 
the land by the inru·,h of set~lers, .tnd not by the 
Government, because I am told ~lnt Government 
oJficials tried to prevent men going up there, by 
telling them th:>t there was any amount of land 
about D,lby. It m11y be urged by the Govern­
ment that a line is built U!J there, but the 
settlers have to guamntee that line, and if it 
does not p11y through the mismanagement of the 
Railway Department, they have to pay a further 
tax. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : That 1s a com­
mon practice. 

Mr. ::\1ANN : :i'hat is a common practice, and 
it is one which I voted for. I believe that lines 
should only be built where there is a chance of 
their !Jaying, and, as the hon. member for Barcoo 
said, if a comn1unity want a line, and think it 
won't pay, then the community sh·mld guarantee 
the line or borrow money from the Government 
themselve<. But the fe"ct remain" that this line 
b b·'ing built by the G•>vernment, and the 
settler,; h11ve to guarantee that it will pay ; but 
the settlers have been charged £3 an acre more 
for land than it would fetch three years ago. 
The Government are also deriving a heavy 
revenue from timber. The hauling "ut of that 
timber with heavy wagons cuts up the road; 
,.nd 1f the Government give i>ack to the settlers 
only a. moiety of "bat they get from timber 
revenues, they can see that decent roads are 
made in the .Atberton Scrub. But nothing is 
done, 11nd the Government are more concerned 
about taking money from those settlers than see­
ing them make happy homes for themselves. 
After all, whatever monev the settler makes 
from his timber or from hi~ crops, it all swells 
the railway Fevenue) und goe~'~ back into the soil, 
and instead of the Government having a lot of 
discontented settlers as there o.re uuw, they 
would have prosperou., settlers and a railway 
line that would pay. ·while I believe that there 
,hould be a betterment <1rea for these lines, I 
also urge that in the mapping out of that area 
the people of the di<t.rict should he consulted. 
In the Atherton to Evelyn extension, owing to 
the oversight of th~ clerk of the ;hire council, the 
betterment area w11s not known by tbe farmers 
there, and a large number were included in the 
area who will receive no bene lit from it, and that 
line will not pay for axle grease for the next 
twenty years. I claim tt1ati was justified in asking 
the question the other day which the Tr8asurer 
refused tu answer. I "sked if all the people at 
Warwick were told what the betterment area 
will be in connection with tho vV :1rwick and 
MaryYale line. Before I vote for that railway I 
want to s~e la1d on the table of the House a letter 
from each shire couneil interested, saying that 
they have vut the nmtter before all the settlers 
concerned, and that the settlers clearly under­
stand where the benefited area is, and are agree­
able to come within the area. I have told my 
constituents in Atherton that if they are wise 
they will not pay one single penny towards 
the betterment on the Atherton-Evelyn Rail­
way, because they are not benefited by the 
railw11y even in the slightest degree. I may say 
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that while I have been returned here to oppose 
the Government, that fact will not in any 
way prevent me from assisting them to 
pass any of the legislation I believe in. The 
first thing I see on the list i., the Queensland 
University Bill. I may say phlmp and plain that 
I am not going to vote for that measure until 
such time as our hospitals get b11ck the full 
amount of the subsidy taken from them last 
year by the Government tu produce their paltry 
surplus. I intend to np!Jose a Queensland 
University Bill every stage I can until such time 
as I have an assurance from the Trea.,urel' that 
our hospitals will receive the full £110s. endow­
ment, aad only then will I consent to vote for 
that n1e<1sure. I further wish to ""Y th11t in 
my district there are repaiN necess,.ry to the 
schools. 

Mr. Jl.lURPHY: They will not even put a paltry 
tank up North. 

Mr. MANN : I may just mention that at the 
A!oomba Pocket they h11ve an 800-gallon tank. 
They are too mean even to give us a 1, 000-gallon 
tank to vrovide sufficient water for the school 
children. This whool is built on a dry knob, and 
there is only,an 800-gallon tank for some forty­
children who attend the school. At 1'!:!1reeba 
there are <1 number of families settled acro"8 the 
river, and for four months in the year their 
children are cut off from the school. Before I 
vote for a University, I should like to see a. foot· 
bridge built across that river in order to enable 
the children of those settlers tr1 attend school in 
the wet season. I maintain that we should see that 
every young Queensland er has a chance of getting 
a primary education before we establish <1 Uni­
versity, :1nd until such matters as those I have 
mentioned are attended to I am not going to vote 
for a University Bill. In that attitude I am sure 
that I will be backed up by a majority of the 
people of ~orth Queensland. Another measure 
mentioned in the Government programme is a 
Land Acts Amendment Bill. I do not know 
what is the nature of that measure, and shall not 
attempt to criticise it. Nor do I know what e.re 
the provisions of the Local Authorities Act 
Amendment Bill, but I know that we will not be 
allowed to make any amendments in it. The 
Cairns delegate t•1 the Local Authorities' Con­
fe;:ence went home and told the shire council 
that he voted for everything th11t was carried by 
the conference, and against everything that wa& 
lost, so that we can imagine what Tory proposi­
tions were adopted hy the conference. Then we 
have a Licensing BilL I dare say we shall havt> 
a great dual of deb>tte on that measure, and I 
shall do all that I can to see that it is made 
something more than a mere title. The· 
Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Bill shall have 
my hearty support, That is a measure which is. 
very badly wanted in Brisbane. The sanitary 
arrangements in the city are shocking. The 
provi,ion for disposing of nightsoil in hotels and 
boarding-houses i.s of <1 very primitive df'scrip­
tion, and it ie marvellous to me that there i• not 
a plague epidemic in Brisbane. With regard to 
the H.edistribution of Seats Bill, I favour th11t 
measure. It is time that something was done in 
that direction, but I am decidedly of opinion 
that we should, in m11king a redistribution of 
seats, take very gone! care tu see that the country 
does not unduly suffer, and th:tt a preponderance 
of voting power is not given to Brisbane. When 
the Trades Disputes Bill comes along I shall have 
something to ~ay about that measure, and I shall 
try to make it something on the linf's of the Eng· 
!ish Trades Disputes Bill. There is an Aliens Leases 
Restriction Bill, but it 1s some way down on 
the programme. The hon. member for Bowen 
dealt very fully with that subject this afternoon, 
and I simply wish to back up what he said, and 
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to express the hope that in the very nr:ar future 
we shall have a Government in power in C:\ueens­
land who will really deal with this matter. The 
present Government, jndging from the remarks 
made by the man who opposed me at the election, 
are not likely to deal with it in any satisfactory 
manner, for he said that a man should be allowed 
to do what he likes with his land--to lease it to 
Chinese if he chose. However, the honr is 
getting late, and I 9ha!l refer to one or two 
other matters only. The Address in I:teply which 
it is propoeed to present to His Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governor reads as follows:-
3-iA Y TT Pr.BASE YoTJR ExcELLENCY,-

We, His Majesty's loyal and dutiful subjects, the 
members of the Legislative .Assembly of Queensland, in 
Parliament assembled, desire to :PI3UreYour Excellency 
of our continued loyalty and affection towards the 
"Throne and Person o[ Our 1\-Iost Gracious Sovereign, and 
to tencler our thanks to Yout· Excellency for the Speech 
with which you have been ple~tSed to open the present 
session. 

'11he vitrions matters to which Your Excellency has 
referred, and. all other matters that may he brought 
before us, Rhall receive our most c'lrefnl cons1deration 1 

.and it shall be our earnest endeavour "''0 to deal vfitff 
±hem that our labours may tend to the advancement 
and prosperity of the State. 

To those words I desire to add the following:-
.But \Ye regret Your l~xceliency's advisers have not 

.assured us that a better system of immigration would 
be instituted; that those workers already here would 
be further pt·otected by a liberalising of the w~orkers' 
Compensation Act, and that in the interests of the 
State the Lands Department would be remodelled so as 
to provide tlutt intending settlers should get on the 
land without undue delay. And we further urge a re~ 
duction in the price of Crown lands to bona,/ide settlers 
in ~ortll Queensland, and the introduction of a Bill 
this session to amend the Agricultural Bank Act. 

That is my amendment to what has been moved 
by the other side, and one reason I have for 
moving it is the action of the Government with 
reg:trd to immigration. I am sorry that I forgot 
to bdng with me a letter which I received from an 
immigrant in my electorate. During the election 
I had a letter handecl to me by an immigrant 
who had received it from one of the immigration 
.agents of the Government, in which the recipient 
was assured that the lowe;;t wages paid to a 
.domestic servant in Queensland was 15s. a week, 
and that the wages ran as high as £110s. a week. 
And that girl got an engagement at Allora at Ss. 
a week. I intend to read that letter during the 
.discussion on the E~timatm, in order to show 
that we are bringing out these people on false 
pretences. Every person who is brought to 
Queensland under that system will write' home 
to his friends and tell them that he has been in­
duced to come out hy 1ying statements by Go­
vernment agents. You will see the s11.me kind 
·Of thing stated in an article in the Sep­
tember number of the "Strand :VIagazine." The 
carticle is not signed. Per·hap~ it is by Sir Horace 
Tozer. That article states that the best lands 
along the railways in Queensland are reserved 
for new arrivals. There is no doubt that we are 
bringing out those people under false pretences. 
They expect that immediat(lly on their arrival 
they will get land, but they soon find their mis­
take when they come here. I have used my 
-endeavoms with the L'1nds Department to get 
them to put people on the land at an early date, 
but have been told that they cannot get the land 
for two years, unless they take up land in the 
Tura district. Every person who is brought out 
here by lying promises must of necessity write 
home and tell his friends and relatives how 
.different he found things as compared with what 
they were reprPsented to be. I know a case of a 
mau who left Americct and came here on the 
assurance of his brother that we had the best of 
land and a good climate. That man was dis­
gusted at not being able to get land as he had 
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expected, and went back to America. ·while 
that kind of thing is taking place, wh~t hope ha,·e 
we of ind acing people to settle in Queensland? 
'Why, they have taken the ve•ry worst methods 
they could for advertising this fair land, because 
we need only tell the people the truth-tell them 
that it is a land of glorious promise, and a land 
with glowing potentialities. vVe should tell 
them etraight out that we have not goL land 
avaibble for them-that we have not even got 
land available for our own people. vVe are told 
by the Government that they are desirous of 
pushing along the construction of more rB.iJ ways 
to open up the country for more settlers, when 
for miles ~tnd miks along the lines already built 
you find the country unoccupied. If you travel 
through the "Garden of Queensland," as the 
Darling Downs are called, how much real settle­
ment do you see? How much of the land is 
under the plough? Very little indeed. My 
amendment with regard to the liberalising of 
the vVorkers' Compensathn Act is most neces­
sary. I listened to the speeches of hon. mem­
bers on this side, especially "ome of the 
n1ining n1e1nber~, pointing out in the most 
vivid lanfinage the horror.< of miners' phthi;is. 
During the election campaign I found men in 
the Atherton Scrub with t.heir legs and arms 
broken, and the most they could get done for 
them was that at the end of a fortnight they 
would get £1 a week. If the Government, as 
one speaker said, were really de'"irons of celebrat­
ing the jubilee of Queensland, instead of erect­
ing o, University they would try to pass the 
most up-to-date '\Vorkers' Compensation Act 
that their ingenuity could devise. I want to see 
a real humanising measure placed on the statute­
book. Then I wish to see the Lands Depart­
ment remodelled to provide for intending settlers 
getting on the land without undue delay. During 
the campaign my opponent said that there was 
a Land Bill to provide for immediate settle­
ment, and I had to tell him that without any 
Bill like that, if the Government were to do 
their duty and had the neces,ary surveyors 
at work, men conld get on the land without 
all this undue delay. :Further than that, 
the department ought to be remodelled, for the 
reason that men who are sent out to value the 
timber on selections do not know a cede.r from a 
kauri pine, nor a blackbutt from a walnut, and 
the settlers have to accept the valuations of these 
men, and pay for the timber, whether it is on 
the land or not. During the election I was told 
that, before the land for the Park Group was 
actually surveyed, the land ranger valued the 
timber upon it before he even knew where the 
boundaries of the selections were. Perhaps we 
shall find that the timber for which these men will 
have to pay is not on thP.ir selections at all, but 
on the roads, and will be the property of the shire 
council ; and, if a selector attempts to remove 
from a road the timber for which he has paid, 
the council will have a good case a!{ainst him. 
I dare say hon. members remember the Tinaroo 
Shire Council proceeding against Bm·ns, 
Philp, and Co. for removing cedar from the 
roads. I also desire to see a reduction in the 
price of land in the case of bon{i fide settlers. 
That is most necessary, when we find unfor­
tunate settlers paying from £4 to £7 an acre for 
scrub land, which it costs £5 per acre to clear. 
That unduly penalises the settler, and no Go­
\·ernment will have my support that does not 
attempt to cope with the growing evil of land 
speculation. In fact, if this Government did 
their duty, they would try to do away with the 
Land Court in orrler that our \V estern ;;ettlers 
might be given a fair deal when they take np 
grazing farms, and not have to pay sn mnch for 
grazing farms as they have tn pay at the present 
time. Then we want the introduction of a Bill 
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to amend the Agricultural Bank Aet. In the 
past, as nearly every hon. member has admitted, 
the bank has been a sham and a failure. During 
the election campaign a friend of mine appliecl to 
the bank fur an advance of £250. He was assured 
by the ,-aJuer that there was full value on 
his sel~ction for that amount. He got a reply 
from the bank saying that his application had 
been refused, and £110s. was returned, but no 
reason was given for refming his application. I 
advised him to write again to the bank and ask 
for a re.1son, and say he was wLling to accept a 
less sum. He did so, and the bank sent a memo­
randum nffering toad\ance £200. Now, why did 
not the bank write to him in the first. place and 
say that his application was refused because he 
wanted too much, and offer to advance £200 
or £150? If I bad not advised him to make a 
further application, being rebuffed the first time, 
he would not have applied again, and o very 
desening settler would not have been able to 
carry on for lack of sufficient funds, or he would 
have had to borrow from a private bank and pay 
7 or 8 per cent. For all those re!l.sons I beg to 
monl the addition of the amendment that I have 
read. 

l'IIr. MURPHY (Croydon): I desire to say a 
few words with reference to the Speech. I take 

this opportunity of sn doing because 
[10.30 p. m.] from the experience of the last two 

sessions of Parliament there is 
every likelihood that later on the Government 
will come down with that formidable weapon 
that parliamentarians know of, and I will have 
no opportunity of dealing with the raatters to 
which I wished to refer at the last session of 
Parliament, 

The PREMIER : That is what you have been 
playing for, but you will have to sit here with­
out it. 

Mr. MURPHY : I wish the Premier would 
not make disorderly interjections. I desire to 
congratulate the new members on this side of 
the House on the able speeches which they have 
delivered, and I sympathise with the Premier in 
the position in which he finds himself to-day. 
During the last election the Premier lost his 
Minister for Mines, and we find that this great, 
strong Premier, this leader of a strong, coherent, 
progressive, and democratic party, is not game 
to put another Minister in his Cabinet. Why ? 
Because there are too many aspirants for the 
position. He knows perfEotly well that if he 
tried to take a man out of his following and 
put him in the Cabinet there would be 
mutiny in the ranks. There would then be 
another opportunity for me to walk round 
amongst his followers and offer them a few 
portfolios. (Laughter. ) During this debate 
very little reference has been made to the 
election. So far as I am concerned, I am per­
fectly satisfied with the election. I got back. 
The Premier sent a little foreign capital into 
Croydon t0 try to put me ont. \Ve spent his 
money and I won my election expenses off the 
men who were supporting the Premier's candi· 
date. I had a good win, and I would have had 
a better win if the 10,000 voters who were able 
to vote on the 5th October had not been di~­
franchised by the action of the Government. In 
the election of 1908 the Premier went round the 
country-he spoke in the Exhibition hall, he 
cpokeatMaryborough, Gym pie, Charters Towers, 
"nd sundry other places, and he condemned the 
Pnilp Government for disfranchising a few thou· 
sand electors. He pointed -mt what would happen 
tn the electors of Queensland if they again put 
the Philp party in power, and yet >tt the 
\ ery next election, when the Premier was in 
power, he went to the country and disfran­
chi~ed 10,000 people, or rather kept 10,000 people 
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from recording their votes. Of course in those 
days the Premier used to go about the country 
referring ro the Philp-Leahy reactionaries. He 
used to tell the electors that if that party came 
back to power it was good-bye to democratic 
leg-islation in Queensland. He used to teli the 
electors that their only hope was in the third 
party which he had created. 

:\Ir. M.\NN : Socialistic on the one >ide and 
conservative on the other. 

Mr. MURPHY: Yes; he pointed to the 
extreme socialists on the one side and to the 
extreme conservatives on the other, and he said 
that \Villiam Kidston',, democratic party was 
the one for Queensland. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. MURPHY: I am only pointing out what 

the Premier used to say it was. He did not 
refer to it as the Premier's party, but the party 
led by \Villiam Kidston. At the recent election 
the Premier was fortunnte enough to induce the 
electors of Queensland to practically wipe out 
that third party. There are some of us left, and 
there are some of us who are game to fight the 
Premi'er yet. 

Mr. MANN : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MURPHY: The Premier came down to 

this House a.nd told us what to do. He called 
the Hou~e together when he liked, he all·nved 
us to speak when he liked, and he stopped us 
from speaking when he liked, but he will have 
to resJrt to the provisions of the Standing 
Orders to stop us from speaking on this occasion. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I am sorry to in­
terrupt the bun. member, but I would remind 
him that there is a definite amendment before 
the House-that certain words be added. The 
hon. member should confine hiri:1self to giving 
reasons whv these words should be added, or 
why they should not be added. 

Mr. MURPHY: Yes; I shall reserve my 
further remarks on the Address until the amend­
ment is disposed of. I have a case in connection 
with land myself. It was placed under my 
notice to-day by a resident of North Queensland. 
He applied to the Lands Department for 50· 
square miles as an occupation license on Strath­
more Station. The Government have never 
received any rent, so far as I can ascertain, from 
that particular country. The station is owned· 
by the Bank of New South Wales, and no sooner 
did the small man put in his application than the 
Lands Department came to the rescue of the 
bank. This man asked for 50 square miles, and 
asked fQr priority. Previously another block 
had been granted of 70 square miles. The Lands. 
Department officials told this man that they 
intended to put up 122 square miles to­
competition. How can any small grazier 
possibly compete with the Bank of New South 
\Vales? vV e are told that the Government is 
desirous of helping the small man by settling 
poor men on the land, and enabling them to 
enter into grazing and agricultural pursuits, but 
we do not find the Lands Department, under 
the predent Minister, trying to help these people 
at all. I certainlv think there should be an· 
amendment 9f the \Vorkers' Compensation Act. 
During the last se•sion you will remember that 
a deputation waited on the Premier at the closing 
hours of Parliament and asked him whether it 
was not the intenti•Jn of the Government to 
introduce an amendment of the Workers' Com­
pensation Act. The Premier said it was, but 
that Bill is not before the House. It is not 
referred to in the Speech, and, so far as I can 
see, there is no pos3ibility of its being dealt with 
this session. With regard to immigration, the 
Premier assured this House during the last 
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"ession that he intended to try to reorganise 
that dep:>rtment. But nothing ha• been done 
in the matter. The hon. member for Cairns, 
and other nuembers who have spoken, have 
shown tht.t the sy"tem which has existed for 
years still eont.jnuet-3, and the L~overnn1ent are 
making no effort to alter thing''· Possibly the 
appointment of the new Agent-General may 
have somethin,; to do with this matter. He 
rnay hare recei\7ed instrnct.ions to repnrt on the 
ln·ltter, b1:~~ seeing that none of the lVHnisters 
h>i.Ve spuk •n, wP. are at a lo;:;s to 11nder3tand 
whet.her any I1e\V arraugernent has been n1ade 
in this matLer. The Hon. the Premier remains 
silent, and his l\linisters remain silent, and he 
told us to-day that all his followers intend to 
remain silent' al,;o. H is necessary that the 
Lands Department sbould be remoclel:ecl. You 
will recollect, :;Ir. Speaker, that when you were 
rernoved frm:n the J_~and~ Department to t.he 
Home ~P 'rctary's JJetJartmtnt, the Premier 
gaye as a reason that the Land> Department 
rer1uired to be shakea up. Has it he>en shook 
up? H:we thing-< imprm'ed iu the Lands 
Department? Not at alL Your sucae~sor, :VIr. 
r:;peaker, hns not done better in that department 
than yon did. You shook it up pretty con ;ider­
ably, bnt it has not been shaken up 'ince the 
Hon. D. F. Denham took charge of it. With 
regard t0 that portion of the amendment which 
reads-
we further urge a reduction in the price of C1·own 
lands to bone: J,de settlers in. X orth Queensland and 
the introduction of a Bill to amend the Agri(mltural 
Bank Act. 

Members on this side of the House have, session 
after session, called attention to the necessity for 
an amendmen~ of the Agricultural Bank Act. 
Y on yourself, Sir, when Secretary for Lands, 
pointed out the necessity for alterations to that 
Act. The Premier referred to it. The hon. 
member for \Varwick and the present Secretary 
for Public Instruction, when they were on the 
Opposition side of the House, repeatedly referred 
to the amount of reel tape and the long delays 
that occurred before applicants got an answer 
to their applications. The hon. member for 
Cairns pointed out to-nif:ht the case of an appli­
cation for £250. The trustees were quite pre­
pared to give that applicant £200, but letter 
after letter passed be&ween them before a 
decision was arrived at. I would like to have 
seen added to this amendment, "that the Go­
vernment would be more g-enerous in assistance 
to the mining indnstry," but I think the amend­
ment moved by the hon. me.mber for Cairns 
takes in everything-. I think &hat the House 
ought to agree to that amendment-that we ought 
to add it to the Address in Reply that we are 
sending to His Excellency the Lieutenant-Go­
vernor, and I sincerely trust, if a decision is 
taken, that this amendment will be carried. 
\Vhat other remarks I have to make I will kEep 
until the amendment is disposed of. 

Question stated. · 
Mr. LENNON (HM·bert): The reason why 

I delayed in rising to adclress the House on this 
amendment is that I thought possibly the 
Premier may wish to say some&hing. How­
ever, as he does not appear to have anything to 
say, I think it my duty to say something, and I 
would like ta say this : \Vhen I gave the House 
the assurance the other day that this party 
would a,s~L-;& the Government to pass leg-islation, 
I really intended to assi"t the Government to 
facilitate business. I wish to make. it clear that 
that was no mere empty phrase. I really have 
that intention, subject, of course, to a full and 
proper criticism of alt matters brought forward. 
Now, thb motion, sprung upon the House 
to-night, has been done without my knowledge 
or approval-entirely without my knowledge-

and seeing that this is a new House just returned 
from the country, and that the country has g-i\·cn 
the Government "' working n1e,jority, and having­
regard also to the fact that during last session 
we bn::l a want of confidence motion, and in 
the preceding session a similar motion, and that 
now the c >nntry has sent the Government b, c'< 
with a majority, I regard it m•thin5 short of a 
burlesque--

GOVER:--:liiEfT ME'\lllERS (loudly): Hear, hear! 
:\It-. LEi\NON: To as,ociate myself under 

the exi .... ting cireurnstance;;; to an an1endment of 
thi.s ch:tracter. \Ve are here to do business. 
This party, when we think we will be able to 
oppose the Government sue:ces<fully, will be 
just rts ready as the hon. n1embera sitting on ~he 
back cross bench<'s probably, to toble a motton 
of the kind. \Ve want it distinctly understood 
that we are nflt chock fnll of confidence in the 
Govern-nent-it is not running ont of all the 
pores of our skin, so to sa.y--~nnd the action we 
take is simply to show that we are not in sym­
pathy with an amendment of this nature under 
the existing circum,tances. I wish tv say we 
want to devote the time at nur disposai b a 
thorough, and I trust intelligent, discussion of 
the whole of t!Je measures laid before the House. 

GOVERN:ImNT ME:IIBERS : Hear, hear ! 
I>fr. L l<:Ni'\ON: When thi; vote is being 

taken, I may >ay it is the intention of this party 
to walk outside the bar to emphasise our objec­
tion to action of this character being taken. 

GoVERN>IENT ME)!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: I would jmt like to say, in 
reply to the hon. member, that if any member of 
his party, whom he had put up for that purpose, 
had moved such an amendment, the GoYern­
ment, of conrse, would have considered the 
matter seriously and discussed it. I am quite 
un>tble to accept this motion as serious. It is a 
mere waste of time, and therefore I do not pay 
any attention to it. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
added be so added-put and negatived. 

Original question stated. 

Mr. MURPHY: The amendment having 
been disposed of, and the deputy leader of the 
Labour party having lectured the hen. member 
for Cairns for having the temerity to move an 
amendment-which, of course, he has a perfect 
right to clo-I will make a few remarks on the 
Address in Reply. I remember a few years ago 
the l'remier used to quote that old phrase "That 
they that had rights should maintain them," and if 
the hon. member for Cairns considered it de­
sirous that he Rhould move an amendment to 
the Address in Reply, he was perfectly within 
his rights, as a member of this House, in doing 
so. There is no necessity to consult the Labour 
party. vVe are not members of the Labour 
party; we are not bound by any of the actions 
of the Labour party. vVe have a perfect right 
to take any action we like, and accept the 
responsibility of that act. Most of the Speech 
refers to the question of Federal finance. \V e 
are told that-

A Bill is now before the Federal Parliament to make 
provision for referring to the people the scheme of re­
arrangement unanimously agre.ed upon by the seven 
Governments, and it i9 to be hoped that tlle people 
will ratify the agreement with the requisite majoritws~ 
and thus set.tle in an equitable manner what has .been 
one of the most difficult problems in connection with 
Australian federation. 
Yon wiil rEmember in this morning's Courie1· 
that that great Btrong Federal Government-that 
coalition Government which was formed-were 
unablP, in the Federal House, to carry through 
their Bill. It was beaten by the casting vote of 

111r. Murphy.] 
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the Chairman. \Ve were told, when that Go­
vernment was formed, that the Labour party had 
no possible chance of ever interfering any more 
with Commonwealth bu8ines-, but we find, on 
this que,tinn of Federal finance, that quite a 
number of the members who joined that coalition 
have gone back upon J\/[r. Deakin, and have 
yoted a~ainst the Bill which he introduced. 
They are in this position now: They are \Vaiting 
for the return of Colonel I<'oxton in order to 
recommit the Bill, and try and get it through, as 
the Com·ier said, by a majonty of one. The 
Prernier, in dealing with this qnestitlll la~t night, 
said that the Premiers had met eight times to 
cli5cuss the question, and eventually came to a 
cert:.tin conclueion. Su f&.r fl.s the conclusion c nne 
to is concerned, I am not taking any exception 
to that. The exception I take is to tlle action of 
the Premier, who, before he found out whether 
the Federal Labour party were prepared to 
agree to the scheme which the Premiers had 
concncted, came back to Queensland and 
said he was going to fight the Labour party. 
As a matter of fact, in Queensland and New 

· Sonth '\Vales and the other Australian States 
the Parliamentary Labour parties are State­
rights parties. In this morning's Cow·icr it is 
stated that at a caucLs meeting of the Labour 
party in New South \Yales they decided to 'UP· 
port "1r. \Va<le in his contention for .£1 ;,,<<; the 
Vict(lrian Lal:our party carne to the san1e con­
clusion; and at the Labour Cmvention in Bris­
bane some tirr,e ago the Labour party came to 
the deeision that the rights of the State should 
be protected. As far as I am concerned, I be­
lieve in the supremacy of the Commonwealth 
Parliament. I re11lise that they want more 
money for defence. We are a! ways talking 
about how badly the Post and Telegraph Depart­
ments are managed, and the Federal Govern­
ment want more money for them. I have no 
hesitf1.tion in saying I sincerely hop~ the Bill 
will be defeated in the Federal Parliament. \V e 
know that Mr. \Vade in New South \Vales ran 
that State into an expense of thousands of 
pounds in fighting the Federal Government. 
There was the wire-netting episode, for instance. 

Hon. R. PHILP: That was not \Vade; it was 
Carrnthers. 

Mr. J\IURPHY : ::\Ir. \V ade was Attorney­
General at the time, and was the legal adviser of 
the Government. I feel positive that as the 
Government intend to close the sEssion in six 
weeks' time there is no intention of passing a lot 
of the Bills on this programme, and I think they 
might as well let us know the Bills they do intend 
to pass so that we may deal with them as intelli­
gently and quickly as we can. The Trades Dis­
putes Bill is one that will nnt be passed. Of 
course the University Bill will be introduced, 
and I rnay say at once that I intend to vote 
against it. In the electorate of Burke I came to 
a place on the Gilbert where the school teacher 
had to erect a residence at her own expense, 
and the Government were too mAan to provide 
tanks for water. At Crooked Creek, also in 
the Bnrke electorate, they have been trying for 
years to get a teacher, and nothing can be done. 
I think a lnt of thing'" in Queenshnd want 
doing before we can spare tbe money for a 
University. '\Vhat about the Grammar school 
scholarships? Can anyone say that the scholar­
ship or the bnrs:try is sufficient to allow any 
child of poor parents in North Queensland to 
go to Townsvilie to be educated? If the Govern­
ment want to celebrate the jubilee year, they 
<"an do it in a Letter way than by establishing a 
uni,·ersity. As has been pointed out by 
the hon. tne.ruber for Cairns and others, the 
Government ought to liberalise the provisions 
of the \Vorker~' Compensation Act, and it 
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should be done at once. Take a mining 
centre like Croydon, for instance, where the 
mines are worked principally by syndicates, 
and the miners are generally shareholders. 
Though we might pay the insurance if an accident 
happens, the comJ,anies say they will fight the 
claim, because the men, being shareholcl nrs, are 
not entitled to compen~ation. They take our 
premiums every yeM, and then teil us they will 
fight us if there is >trl accident. And is it not 
the •ame with contractors and tribntors? 
Do not the insurance eompaniee try to fight 
every case? \V hen the Bill was going through 
we were a"nred that injured parties would 
receive half-wages, and a cl~use was inserted 
rnaking it "not exceeding £1 p:·r WC'Bk." In 
Croydon the weekly wage is £~ 10s. a week in 
dry ground, and .£-1 in wet ground; but if a 
man is injured he only gets £1 r, We' k, and 
nothing the first. fortnight. I tbink the Go­
vernment might have introduced that Bill 
this session, and tho,t we mh;-ht come back 
after Christmas, if necrssary, to get it through. 
Of course, the Premier does rwt intend to 
be here after Christmas-he is :;eoing to be 
busy trying to beat the Labour serutor''· , He 
stated after the result of the recent State 
election was known that he tho•1ght h,_, had a 
chance CJf winning seats frnn1 the 1•-,cdenl.l Labour 
membcis, but I sincerely hope that. when the 
nnmbeiM are up he will find himself on the wrong 
side. There is no doubt that he ba1l a victory 
at the last election, and he came back here with 
a big following. The country dccid< cl iu favour 
of the coaHtion, a.nd, as far aq I am concerned, 
that ends the matter. At the same tir:ue, I did 
not go to the country as a supporter d the coali­
tion, but as an oppom-nt of it. I am an opponent 
of the coalition to-day, aud if ever I get an 
opportunit,y to put the Go;·ernment out the 
Governrnent i~ going out. I don~t snppo.;;e I 
shall have the opportunity; still, you never 
c<tn tell. Some years ago the senior n1en1~ 
ber for TownsviUe bad a big majority, but 
he woke up one morning and found that 
His Excellency the present Lieutenant-Gover­
nor and the present Premier bad settlPd him, 
and so it may happen here. If the Premier tried 
to pick a man to go into his Cabinet at the 

present time, ther'e would be mutiny 
[11 p.m.] in tbe camp. It was wired through 

Queensland, after the election, that 
the senior member for Toowoombn would be 
taken into the Cabinet. \Ve know he left the 
late Government because they would not give 
him a portfolio, and we expected he would get a 
portfolio this time, but there were other aspir­
ants for the position-the junior memher for 
North Brisbane, and the hon. member for 
Moreton, the great financial expert. And my 
old friend, the hon. member for Rosewood-has 
he not claims upon a portfolio? 

Mr. KEOGH: And he will get it, tor •. 

Mr. i11URPHY: Yes; but he is not going to 
get it for some time to come. When disunion 
takes place, "hen there is mutiny in the camp, 
when things are beginning to burst up, the hon. 
member for Rosewood may get a portfolio then. 
\Vhy, they would not endorse him for Rose.wood 
at the last election because they thought he was 
going over with us at one time, and .a he was. 

Mr. KEOUH: I rise to a point of order. 
(Opposition laughter.) The hon. member has 
made use uf statements which are incorrect. I 
have been endorsed by the present Adminis­
tration. 

Mr. i\luRPHY: I accept the hon. member's 
denial. l wa8 certainly under the impression 
from what I had read that the hon. member had 
nut bem endoncd by the Government. ::'till I 
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hope, knowing that he hM been endorsed, that 
he will be a loyal supporter of the Government~ 
for a time. {Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. KEOGH: :B'or all time. 

Mr. MURPH Y : So far as this Redistribution 
of Sents Bill is c•mcerned, I know it will wipe 
t~e Croyd?n electorate out, unless we get some 
discovery In vhe deep ground. The hun. mem· 
ber for Townsville would sooner see the hon. 
member for Cairns wiped out than he would see 
me, and so would the hon. member for :'.Ioroton. 
They hs,Y" tried to get him out :oeveral times and 
he has wiped the flour with them every tim~. 

Hon. R. PHILI': \Ve will put him out next 
time, and y,;u too. 

Mr. MURPHY: I will be going out bec~use 
the Re listribntion of Seats Bill will put me out 
but let me tell the hon. gentleman that he wili 
be out abo. (Opposition laughter.} He has had 
to hu.<tle and bustle at the last two or three 
elections to keep his place. 

Hon. R. PHILP : Most ofthem have had, have 
they not? 

Mr. MURPHY: Of course. Whenever there 
is an elec\.io~ battle there are nlw some deaths. 
\Ve had a lot pf political deaths on this side 
during the election. The hon. member for 
Toowoomb" wa.e wiped out alsv. Did not the 
Premier go to Toowoomba and stand upon the 
platform there and tell the electors of Too­
woomba that the hon. gentleman wa< not worth 
supporting? Did he not "ay he had gone back 
on "me,'' and any man who goes back on ''me" 
is J!Ot :V<•rth supporting? (Opposition laughter.} 
This tune he went to Toowoomba and advised 
them to support the hon. member, and the hon. 
memb•w i~ in Parliament. I will say this for the 
hon. member: that he made the Premier ,it np 
before thev came to terms abou\ th:tt election­
he made him ap,>logise for hi• p~st alhc "ed mis­
statement. I don'c know whether he ~ent to 
the penitent form or not-he ought to have 
gone. (Op;.>Osition laughter.} The Licen,ino­
Bill stands fourth on the list, but I noticed that 
it \\·as not amongst the Bills which were' brought 
forwarded by the various members of the Go­
vernment to-day, I do not think it will be 
considered this session, or next session either. 
This is a bit nf padding, a bit of window dress­
ing. I believe the Mining on Private L3nd 
Bill _has _been prepared, and I sincerely trust 
that It will be a good one. I "uppnse the late 
Minister for !\fines had a good deal ta do in the 
preparation of that Bill, and, of course, his suc­
cessor will have to introduce it. The lnte 
Minister had been a member of the House since 
1893, and undergtood mining matters fairly 
well. The present hon. member for Kennedy re­
ferred to miners' phthisis, and the bon. member 
for Fassifern said that this miners' phthisis was 
brought about because the miners smoked 
too many cigarettes. (Opposition laughter.) 
~fine_rs' phthisis is brought about by work­
mg m hot levels, by dust, by hard work. 
I think the present Home Secretary will recol­
lect that I wrote to him a few weeks ago about 
a miner in Croydon who is trying to get into 
th~ Da~by Hospital. I aske~ for a free pass to 
lmng bun down to enable hrm to get into thA 
hospital. There is one thing about Dalby-it 
has got a gooc1 hosp1tal and a good climate. 
Some of its railways do not pay. I believe there 
is a good deal of w!ckl V pear on the surrounding 
country. (Oppesitwn laughte<r.) 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr .. MURPHY: I was merely pointing out 
what !S. the c.mse of miners' phthi•i•, and con­
gratulatmg Dalby on having· a good hospitaL As 
I have said, I wrote to the Home Secretary 

asking him for a free pass to Brisbane for a miner 
suffering from phthisis, and I am perfectly satis­
fied that he wiil gr.1nt that pass. I may here 
say that I have had a good deal of business to do 
with the different departments and have met 
most Ministers, and, though I sit in opposition, 
they have always treated me courteously and 
fairly. Tnere is one Bill in the Government; 
programme that I am particularly in teres fed in, 
and that is the l'ihrgarine Bill. I am sure that 
the Government consider the Margarine Bill of 
much more importo~nce than the \Vorkers' Com­
pensation Bill. It i.s a butter Government, 
and I am sure that when the Home meets 
again next week the first Bill the Secret:1ry for 
Agriculture will introdace will be this Ilhr· 
garine Bill. 'l'he Wages Boards Act Amend­
ment Biil will be of interest to some members, 
because of the remarkable fact t11at the \V ages. 
Boards Act which was pa.s>ed by the last Par· 
liament had 1he effect of wiping out those who· 
battled hardest for it. People were told that 
owing to the action of Parliament in passing­
that Act ohops would be closed, and th:1t girls 
would be put out of employment, and of 
course when election day came they naturally 
walked to the polling-booth and voted against 
th0se who were accused of trying to deprive· 
them of employment. Still, though the recent 
general election has gone against the democratic· 
party, the next elecdon may not go against 
them. The hon. member for Towr.svil!e told 
us how wicked it was to Rsk people for a 
vote. \Vhen I am electioneering I ask every­
body for a vote, and if a p·'rson goes to the poll­
ing-booth and is unable to walk up the steps, I 
have not the slightest obj,,ct.ion to carrying him 
up. If I cm Ree how he vote,, all the better for 
me, as it enables me to discover how I stand. 
That was the ad,·antage of the postal vote-you 
could 8ee how people who used it voted. Although 
I wa< in the House when we passed the Adult 
Suffrage Act, I did not JIUderstand the postal 
vote, but my opponent at the election which fol· 
luwed understood it. I underecood it better a" 
the next election, :1nd if there had been a third 
election under the postal voting system, I should 
have been conversant with every phase of it •. 
\Vith re"ard to the Aliens Leases Restriction 
Bill, the hon. member for c,,irns says be asked 
the Premier to give a definite pronouncement on 
that Bill when the coalition was being considered. 
'l'he Premier never admits that the question 
before the party was a coalition with the Phiip­
party. \Vith him it "as always a question of 
swallowing up the Philp party. 'I' he Philp party 
represented 80,000 votes, and he practically said,. 
"If we can get those 80,000 voles we arE' in for 
ever." Unfortunately, they got those 80,000 votes. 
at the last election, but, all the game, they may 
not be in for ever. \Ve may very soon see the· 
Premier packing up his portmantea•1 and the 
plate presented to him by the old Kidstonite­
party on the occasion of bis leaving for England. 
VVe then pnt up our silver and had a great cele­
bration. \V e bought him a bit of plate and pre­
sented it to him saying, " Here we have the 
democrat of Queensland, the man of the hour. •· 

An HoNOCR,\BM; 1\IEMllER: Did you subscribe?· 

JIIIR. Ml'RPHY : Yes; I gave a note towards. 
the presentation, and I did not begrudge it, 
bec:;use at th,lt time I regarded the Premier 
as the cleverest politician in QueenRlanrl. I 
do not deny it. Members of the Labour party 
know that the reason the Central Political 
Executive refused to endorse me "t the election 
of 1!107 was because I w"s an apologist for the 
Government-because I had the temerity tl> 
st,tnd upon a public platform and give the 
Government credit for the good work thPy 
had done. It was c .n<idered that I was not fit 
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to be a member of the Labour party because I had 
done that. At that general election I was defeated, 
but I waB returned again in the year 1008. The 
Premier never sent me any money to help 
to pay my election expensei', but he found 
some for my opp~nent at the last election. I 
wag very glad to see the money coming into the dis­
trict.. On mineral field;; we are always looking 
for foreign capital, and it is a matter of indiffer­
ence to us whether that foreign cnpital comes 
from the Government or a private individual. I 
hope that money came out of the Premier's own 
pocket, but ! do not think it did. I do not think 
the members of the Government put up much 
money to fight the election, but somehow they 
have the knack of getting money. I know that 
when the dissolution of the la't Parli·,ment took 
place, members on that side of the House made 
no secret of the fact that they were to get their 
electi•m exp8nses. I hope they made the Go­
vernment pay their election expenses, because 
there was no necessity v.rhatever for an election. 
\Vhatever tlw South has done, the North is 
decidPdly anti-Gt~vernment. 'I'be Government 
i.s flO\V a [Hl.rely Clueen-street Governnlent. r ... 1St 

Bession it was a t·nrely Queer·:-:treet Go\·erntnent, 
but they are not in Queer stret<t now. They have 
had a. good win. All the same I think a Northern 
man should be in the Cabinet, and l would like 
to ~ee the senior 1nen·1ber fur 'I'owr:sville S;:-cr~tary 
for l\1ine3, because he thoroughly understands 
mining. 

Hon. R. PHILP: You will not see it. 

:\Ir. MU RPHY : Whv ? Because the hou. 
gentleman said in this House and throm;hout 
the country that he would never sit in a 
Cabinet with the Premier. 

Hon. H. PHILP: That is not the reason. 

:vir. :YlURPHY: That is the rc1son the hon. 
gentleman gM·e in this House. Jn saying that 
I would !ikP to see the hon. gentleman Secretary 
for Mine•, I have no desire to reflect upon the 
pre"ent :\Iinister. I havD done mining l.JuHiness 
with itiw, and he ha'3 always tre,~ted tne very 
comt~ously; but a1l the "ame an important 
industry like mining should be presided over by 
a man who understends something about min­
ing. The Secretary for :'\lines told us that he 
did not know mnch about mining, but that he 
intended to do hi, best to help the industry. I 
sincerely hope he will. I hope that when the 
Estimates are tabled we shall find t.here is a g·ood 
deal of money to assi•t mining, and that the 
Premier will not starve the department-tiJ<tt he 
will not do as he did the S""sion before last, 
when he promised his Minister £50.000 and 
then cut it down to .£30,000. Of 'course I 
thoroughly understand that, with money required 
for a Unive,sit.y and public works in Brisbane, 
there wili be very little opportunity of getting 
much for mining. 1'he Treasurer has pointed 
out the necessity there is for studying economy, 
and the Government are going to study economy 
by starving the outside districts. If the session 
was not going to be such a short one, I would 
Hrge upon the Government the necessity of at 
once introducing the Pnblic Service Superanrma­
tion Bill and the Pearlshell and Beche-de-mer 
Fisheries Bill. Some time ago a Royal Commis­
sion wae: appointed to re~ort upon the pearls hell 
and beche-de-mer j,,dustries, and they made a 
long reporr. The matter was discussed in this 
I-:Iouse, and the Governrnent prmnised to take 
certain action as the P'sult of the report, but so 
far nothing has been done ; bnt I suppose we 
shall get a copy of thP Brll later on, and also a 
·copy of the Police Offences Bill. 

The Ho}IE RRCHE'rARY : You will find it in 
your box now if you lnok. 

P11·. iliurphy. 

.\Ir. MURPHY : I am very glad to hear the 
hon. gentleman say that. Owing to the late 
hour, I do not think I shall be able to peruse 
them to-night, but to-morrow I shall devote 
strict attention to the Bills which have been 
placed before ns by the Goverml!ent, and, a;s 
His Excellency asks us, I shall grve my undi­
vided attention to these and all other matters 
that may be submitted for our consideration, and 
I trust that, under the Divine guidance, our 
labours may con duce to the welfarp of the people 
of Queensland. 

Question put and passed. 

OPENING OF SUPPLY. 

The PRBJMIJ<:::R : I beg to move that the 
Speech of His Excellency the Lieutenant­
Governor be taken into considerat.ion at the 
next sitting of the House. 

(,lue,tion put and passed. 

The House adjourned at half-past 11 o'clock. 
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