
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

THURSDAY, 22 JULY 1909 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



Personal Explanation. [22 JuLY.] Address in Repl_y. il57 

THURSDAY, 22 JGLY, ]!)09. 

The SPEAD;R (Hon .• T. T. Bell, Dalby) took 
the chair at half-pJst 3 o'clock. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. COY NE ( Wa,.,.euo) s~id : By leave of the 
House, I desire to make a personal explanation. 
During the progress of the speech of the bon. 
member for Burnett yesterday, the hon. member 
for RoHewood made an interjection. I under­
stood bim to say that the hon. member for Bur­
nett was making a rli-gmceful speech. Since 
then I have learned that what the hon. member 
for Rosewood said was that the streets of 
Gayndah were in a disgraceful condition. 

Mr. KE~NA: That is not so. You only saw 
that in the Courier. 

Mr. COYNE: \V ell, I understand from the 
hon. member for Rosewood himself that that is 
what be did say, and I regret very mnch that I 
was the caus8 of any mental anguish to the hon. 
member, and I hope he will accept this apology. 

HoxOGHABLE liiEo!BERS: Hear, bear ! 

The SPEAKER: I am glad to hear that cor­
rection from the lton. member. Under the cir­
cumstance' I desire to remove my censure from 
the hon. member for Rosewood. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

IVAxT Ol!' CONFrm;:>oE :YloTrox-REsnrPTION 
OF DEB.\.TB;. 

J\1r. ALLEN (Bulloo), who was received with 
chee"', s:tid: I desire to say a few words upon 
the amendment proposed by thP leader of the 
Opposition. During the recess I was returned 
to this House by the Bulloo electors as a sut;­
porter of tr•e L~bour ]JUrty and 111 direct ouposr­
tion to the present party in power. I was 
returned as an advocate of the Labuur platform, 
which will bri1 g in its train land settlement, 
imrnigration-ot tl e right sort-and railw.1y con­
struccion. But that 11id not bind me to the 
Government jJo!icy. I was in op]JosiLion t.> the 
]JO!icy of the present Government in regard to 
land settlement, in op:,osition to their policy in 
regard to immigr.1tron, and in oprosition to their 
policy in regard to railway cam• ruction. I will 
deal with the latter 1-Jlank first. There i; no 
electorate in Queensland in greater need of rail­
way communication th:tn mine. \Ye have not 
one inch of railway in that inunense area. 

An Orrosrrro:s ME~IBEH : Lucky fellow ! 

Mr. ALLE:c-<: There is no electorate in 
(-.]neensland that would bonefit more from rail­
way communication. But, although I arn ex­
tre~ely desirous of railway communication in 
my electorate, I do not want to see railway job­
bery, and that, I contend, is the policy of the 
present GovPrnrneut. I am going to qnnte a few 
remarks which were uttered by the Home tlecre­
tary in my electorate. During the campaign he 
vi~ited my electorate t" support my opponent. 
This is the gist of his remarks, which were made 
in a •peech at \Vindorah-

If you want railways and bores, vote for our candiM 
date. If ;you don't want railways and bores, vote for 
the Labour candidate. 
(Laughter.) 

The HOME SEORETAI<Y: I\fay I ask what the 
hon. member is f[Uotmg from? Is it from a 
newspap8r, or where? 

Mr. ALLEN : From my own notes. 
The Hm!E SECRETARY : Your notes-oh ! 
Mr. COYXE : They are more reliable than many· 

newspaper,<. 

Mr. ALLEN : In many cases they are more 
reliable than a newspaper, becau;e I heard the 
remarks; and if the h, •n. gentleman wants me to 
give reasons as to why I should be in a better 
positjon than h9 to know what be said, I am 
prepared· to give those reasons. (Opposition 
laughter)-

H you return a supporter of the Government we shall 
lend a sympathetic ear to your local wants. If you 
1·etnrn a Labour man, expect ll!J sympathy from us. 

This, Sir, is the State socialist. I am not at all 
surprised that we have anti-socialists on the 
other side when this is the type of socialist with 
whom they co<ne in contact. In support of 
these remarks that I am making as to the asser­
tion of the hon. gentleman, I want to quote from 
a letter written to the N,.,.th Q1temsland Regi.~te1· 
of 5th April. The letter was written by the 
owner of Morney Plain•, out in my district, 

Mr. Allen.] 
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showing that this gentleman was nnder the same 
impression as myself in regard to the words of 
the Home Secretary. 

::\Ir. KERR : So were all the people of Win· 
dorah. 

1\Ir. ALLEX : As the hon. member for 
Barcoo says, so were all the people of \Vindorah. 
'The,e are the words of that letter-· 

I am very anxious to see a railway out in this direc­
tion; but, if I had to put a member in for that only, I 
would say" So." 

This gentleman Wd.S under the impression that 
some such threat wa• made. However, the hon. 
gentleman came to threaten tile wrong people 
when he came out to thre<tten those stalwart 
warriors in the back country. 

LABOt:R ::\IE:IIBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MuRPHY : He ought to stick to Moreton. 
The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. AL LEK : \V hen we look over the rail way 

policy that has been submitted to us by the 
Government, what do we find? That three of 
those railways are in the electorates of supporters 
of the Government, and one railway is to be 
buih in an electorate which they are trying their 
best to win, and whi,oh they think they have 
some little hope of winning. 

Mr. J ONES : No hope at all. 
Mr. ALLEN : I am sure they have no hope, 

but they have some funny hopes at times. Hon. 
members opposite must admit that appearances 
are against them. I want to know why the 
Charleville-Adavale railway has not been 
brought down. There is no mention of this 
railway, regarding which the Home Secretary 
insinuated in my electomte that, if they dared 
to put in a Labour m>1n, they would not get the 
railway. It did not matter what the ju;tice of 
their claims was at all ; if they dared to act in 
op~'u"ition to the Government, they would get 
nothing. 

Mr. KE~NA: They would not have got it, any 
way. 

Mr. ALLEN : However, they are going to get 
it before I cease to be member for Bulloo. 

LABOt:R ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! and laughter. 
l\Ir. MuRPHY: All right; we will give it to 

)'OU. 

:\fr. ALLEN: I contend that railway con· 
struction should be strictly a non-party ques­
tion. This party is not opposed to railway 
construction, and is not opposed to borrowing 
for railway construction. The members of 
this party believe in building every railway on 
its merits, ·and I want to know why the Go­
vernment are trying to make a party question 
out of railway construction. Why should 
they run up and down the country saying, 
"\Ve are in favour of a vigorous railway con· 
struction policy, and anyone in opposition to 
us is against that policy"? I want to know 
their reason for making that statement. I 
say we cannot reasonably expect from such a 
Government a railway policy which will be a 
real benefit to the country. I dara say we 
shall get political railways. We have had 
some railways of that kind in the past, and 
who is prepared to say that such railways have 
always been the· best thing for the country? 
Is not the line from Brisbane to Toowoomba 
a lovely line? Could that line not have been 
built in a straighter course? What was one 
cause for its not being so built? History will 
t.ell you. I am also opposed to the Govern. 
ment on their land policy. I contend-and in 
this cont-ention I am supported by the workers 
and selectors in my own constituency-that the 
Government are not treating the poor man 

[Mr. Allen. 

fairly; they are not giving the poor man a 
fair deal. They do not want to do so. ThBy 
are supported by the pastoralists. I have here 
some figures showing the rents paid by pasta· 
ralists and selectors in the samB district. The 
lessees of Tiloooroo pay 14s. 6d. per mile, 
while selectors in the vicinity pay for country 
which is of no better quality ~d. per acre, 
which comes to £2 per square mile. Other 
selectors in the vicinity pay even higher rents. 

:\Jr. CoTTELL: Who fixes the rents? 

:\Ir. ALLEN: I do· not ca.re who fixes the 
rents. Thos€ rents are in existence, and they 
are not right. I am here in opposition tD that 
kind of thing. The lessees of Norley pay 10s. 
per square milB, while ~dectors in the same 
district pay £1 6s. Sd. per square mile. The 
lessoos of Ardoch pay 15s. per square mil0, 
while some se,lectors on the Ardoch resump· 
tion pay £1 6s. Sd. and others £2 per square 
mile. How can a selector make a success on 
the land under those conditions? Does he get 
any mor·e for his sheep and cattlB than the 
pastoralist gets for his st<Jck? No. This m· 
creased rBnt is a tax Dn thB poor man. But 
the contrast does not end there. The large 
holders get their land without any fencing or 
re,sidential conditions, while the selector-the 
poor man-has to fulfil conditions. He is ham. 
pered in every way. He has to put up an 
elaboratB net fence to save hrs few acres, and 
this and other conditions which he has to 
fulfil e'ntail the expenditurB of money. How 
can the selector compete with the pastoralist 
undBr those conditions? The first thing the 
Government should do is to equalise the rents. 
That is one, point on which I arraign the 
present Administration. 1. could quote a few 
more similar cases to those already given. I 
have a list of them, but I think I have quot.ed 
enough to show the inequalities which exist. 
In the Windorah district there is Tenham; 
the lessee of which pays 9s. 6d. a square mile, 
and Hammond Downs, for which the lessee 
pays 10s. per square mile, while the; selectors 
in that district pay £1 6s. Sd. per square mile. 
That is the encouragement thB poor man gets 
from the Government. Those figures are not 
mine, but are supplied by the Lands Office. 

Mr. KERR: There is a good list in the 
Courier. 

Mr. ALLEN: Yes, and I will quote that 
list; it is taken from the annual report of the 
department. That report sa.ys-

·when the rents offered by ~electors for the qu~rter 
resumptions of some pastoral holdings which were 
opened for selection during the year a-re placed side by 
side with the rents of the remaining three-fourths of 
the holdings, some remarkable contrasts are presented, 
as subjoined:-

Holding. 

Rodney Downs ... 
Strasburg .. . 
Aramac .. . 
Saltern Creek Xorth 
Stainbnrn Downs ... 
Coreena 
Evora 
Delta Xorth 
Delta ~outh 
Avington ... 
Dillalah 
Rurenda .. . 
Rock wood .. . 
Culloden 
Tower Hill 
Glenelg 
Texas 
Corona 

Annual Rents 
of the resumed 

one-fourths 
under Grazing 

Selection. 

£ 8. d. 
358 2 1 
157 19 0 
55! 15 1 

1,184 10 7 
194 15 10 

1,1H 5 0 
235 16 7 
347 9 2 
135 9 3 
458 12 10 
521 3 9 
939 14 9 
641) 11 ll 
390 1 4 
451 7 1 
270 0 10 
337 17 1 
703 8 10 

Annual Rents 
of the remain­

ing three­
fourths under 
Pasto1 al Lease. 

£ R, d. 
193 18 5 

43 19 9 
466 16 0 
B97 1.5 0 
153 6 () 
704 16 3 
2n 12 o 
107 16 8 
108 10 2 
523 4 0 
f42 6 0 
709 10 0 
535 18 9 
304 8 6 
20J, 15 0 
151 2 6 
77 13 9 

645 15 0 
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::\Ir. CoTTELL: The GoYernment do not fix 
those rents. 

:\lr. ALLEl\: The Government are respon­
sible for the rents. 
GOYERN~!ENT ;'\IBIBERS: l\o! 

::\Ir. ALLEX: The Government are respou­
sible for the rents. Those things exist and 
the Government arc making no mDYe to alter 
them, and that is one reason whv I am 
against the Government. It is no vuse just 
sitting on those front Treasury benches aJJd 
saying, "\Ye are not responsible for that," and 
sheltering themselves behind the Land Court. 

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS: \Ye 
resume land every time we can. 

::\Ir. ALLEX: I am here to give the poor 
ma.n the same show as the big man. 

'fhe SECRETARY r<OR Pt:BLIC LA~ms: The 
poor man t-enders his own price-what he 
pleases 

::\Ir. ALLEN: I am coming to that tender 
system by and by. ::\Iy contenti~n is that the 
land has a certain market value-it has not two 
values-a.nd if there is to be auv difference 
made. then the poor man-the gra.zing farmer 
-should have that difference in his favour. 

OPPOSITION ?.!KI!BERS: Hear, hear! 

:\lr. ALLEX: It has to be borne in mind, 
nDt only has he certain conditions to carrv 
DUt, but his profits, whatever they are, are 
spent in the district. Those grazing farmers 
whorn I hctve rnentioned all live out in the 
Bulloo. They all help to make up what little 
population there is thert', but the pastoral 
lessees, taking them as a whole, are con· 
spicuous by their ab-sence. \Ye have South 
Australian cattle king-s, we have banks and 
syndicates, aJ1d we have distant :\DI.L.A. 
They have all these things in their favour, 
but the man on the land-the poor man whD 
-comes at a later date-he has got to foot the 
bill. He has to pay three. four, five, and six 
times as much as the man who came there first. 
Is that fair? I say it is nDt fair. The Secre. 
tary fDr Lands has interjected: " \Vho is res­
p<:Jnsible fm those high rentals ?" 'l'he Acts 
of Parliament, and the Government which 
allows those Acts to remain in existenc-e with­
out att-empting tD alter them. The minimum 
Ten tal for grazing farms is £1 6s. 8d. per square 
mile. I contend that that should be altered 
if the GDvernment are prepared to give the 
JeasehDlder lands at 5s. m is. 6-d. a mile. 

The SECRETARY FOR PDBLIC LA~ms: Where? 
At Birdsville. 

::\Ir. ALLE:-;-: 'There is any amount at 10s. 
The SECRETARY FOR PDBLIC LANDS: Which 

has been unoccupied for years. I hDpe it will 
be taken up. 

:VIr. ALLE::'-J: Although I have come here 
·denouncing this position, I have not come 
without a remedy for it. (Hear, hear!) I 
say the Government assessors should place 
a valuation on those selections-a valuation 
which would compare with the existing pas­
toral rentals in the vicinity. In some cases it 
would be a little higher, and in some cases a 
little lower, but the average for the selections 
should be the same as what the large holder 
is paying for the three-fourths that is kept. 
The Government should throw open for graz­
ing selection these areas at a certain specified 
rental-its fair .-alue. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pcnuc LA~ms: That is 
what is being done. 

::Yir. ALLEN: And if there is more than one 
applicant let them do the same as they do 
on the darling Downs and in other agricul­
tural districts-ballot for it. 

The PRE>IIER: And then they would sell the 
selection for the difference in price. 

::\Ir. COYNE: You can prevent them. 

::\Ir. ALL EX: Tho Government could pre­
Yt>nt dummying. There is no one who has a 
greater set against dummying than I have, and 
I tell the Jl.linister for Lands that dummymg 
is rampant under the system to-day. This is 
what the \Varrego t:lclectors' Association says 
about the present system-

We consider such a system is not conducive to 
vlacing bond fide selectors on the land; that it creates 
false land values, and is in every way aga nst the best 
intereRts or this district and Queensland generally. 

\\'hat do we find under the present tender 
svstem? That the man with the money-the 
n;an with tho bank behind h-im-scores every 
time, and the pour man, who has little capital, 
has to take a back seat, an cl go on some rub­
bish. Ho has not to do that in the agricul­
tural areas. I contend if the ballot system is 
a good thing in th~e agricultural districts, it 
is a good thing for the grazmg farmer; but 
the Downs members sit mute. 

::\Ir. THOR"': :\"o, we don't; we believe in 
it. 

:\fr. AI.LEN: Then wh,y do you not come 
over here? (Laughter.) Actions speak louder 
than words. 

:\Ir. THOR)l : We are the Li bcral party. 
)1r. ALLEN: The hon. members opposite 

are sitting behind an Administration which 
permits this pNnicious system. They are 
sitting behind a Minister who defends th1s 
system, and then they ask me to believe they 
are in svmpathy with the selectors. I must 
say they.ha.-e a most peculiar way of showing 
their sympathy. 

Mr. THORN: \\'ho .-oted for it in the first 
case? 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
::'lir. ALLEN: I heard the Minister for 

Lands during this debate call the ballot system 
a gamble. I hope he will knock gambling. on 
the head all round. I am not advocatmg 
gambling at all-I do not call it a gamble. 
Last year, in the department_ which he ad­
minister;<, there were 1,963 agncultural farms 
selected under that ballot system-that gamble, 
as he terms it-and all I want is that tnis 
ballot system may be extended to 405 other 
cases. It would be a good thing for the small 
man whD is battling ag·ainst the squatter, and 
battling against other things. too. 

:\Ir. THORN interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
::\Ir. ALLE~: The Downs members will re­

member the fight that the small man on the 
Downs had in years gone by agamst the 
squatte1'. 

:\1r. THORN: IV e drove them off. 
Mr. ALLEN: Eventually they drove ther_n 

off but " the leopard does not change h1s 
sp~ts"-except when he goes from one place 
to anothN--and he is a.s bad on the poor man 
in the IV cstern parts of (.Jueensland to-day as 
he was on the Downs years ago, and he has 
the Downs members to assist him. Not ?nly 
have these selectors three, four, and five times 
as much rental to pay to the Government .. but 
thev have also got three, four, and five t1mes 
as 'i:nuch local government taxation tD pay, 
because their properties are valued in _the same 
proportion. Do hon. members cons1der that 

Mr. Allen.] 
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a fair thing' It is no wonder there are only 
880 electors in Bulloo. If the people got a 
fair deal thme would be two or three thou­
sand thew at least. 

i\Ir. 'THORN: You would not get in then. 

:\Ir. ALLE:\'": It would make no difference. 
'l'hat is what I w:mt to see. Does the hon. 
--n· mbcr mean to insinuate that the electors 
would not put in the man who does the most 
for tho district? J\Iy policy is the policy which 
will sc>nd the Bulloo district along, and that is 
why I have been sent in here. 

OPPOSITION J\IE}IBERS: Hear, hear' 
cllr. AT,LEK: I went out there; and spoke to 

the electors calmly. soberly. and laid reasons 
before them as to why they should vote for me. 
and if they did not like it~well thev could 

votp for the other man, a;1d they 
[4 p.m.] sent me in here with a thumping 

majority in spite of the Minister. 
In spito of those pamphlets which were dis­
tributed by the Premier giving them words 
of wisdom, advice, and exhortation, and in 
spito of threat·, I came down here. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr. THORN: You represent gum-trees. 
1\Ir. ALLEK: If I do represent gum-trees. I 

am trying to repiace those gum-trees bv 
settlers, while the hon. member opposite ;s 
doing all he can to keep the settler awav from 
the gum-tree. • 

0PPOSITIO)! :\lE~IHERS: Hear, hear 1 

Mr. ALLK'\: Now, in further support of 
my argument, I propose to read a paragraph 
from a leader in to-day's JJ([i/y JI ail~ 

The anonnlous condition fjf the la\Y, a~ illustrated by 
the Under Secreta(v's table published ycstm·da~v, con­
trasting the revenue received from the resumed fourths 
of pastoral runs, 'vith the three-fourths retained by the 
lessees, is little short of a public bcandnl. Either the 
pastora!ist is paying far too little, or the closer settler, 
like the graz 1ng farmer, is paying far too much. 

Mr. THOR;-;: Your >•arty have said that in the 
House for years. 

Mr. ALLEN: We keep on saying it, too­
Make what allowance the department may for the 
larger areas held by the pastoralisls, and the considera­
ion they are entitled to as the inheritors of vested 

interests created years ago by the expenditure of health 
and life, in addition to money, in making those land3 
habitable by wealth creating livJ stock-the difference 
of treatment n eted out is indefensibly great. Assum­
ing that it is the pastoralist who pays too little, and 
not. the grazing farmer who pays too much, it is evi­
dent that the pastoral runs of the State ought to be 
resumed at the earliest time the law permits if closer 
settlement -of which there seems to be no question­
can be substituted. Grazing farmers. it is found, pay 
four times as much at per acre for their areas as the 
pastoralist pays for his. And as the land is used for 
identically the same pUfiJOse·" in both cases, the pre~ 
terenf\3 enjoyed by the lessee is intoletably uPjust. 
The three-Jourths stHl held under lease on the eighteen 
runs mentioned by the Under Secretary, no\Y pay lPss 
than £9,000 a year; they would P"Y o\er £~0,000, his 
report tells ll~-', were the rents levelled up to the graz­
ing farm avt:rage. 

::\Ir. CoYNJ<~: Hear, h£•ar: 

Mr. ALLEK: I pointed out to the electors 
that one plank of the platform which I was 
supporting contained this-equalisation of 
pastoral and selectors' rents. 

OPPOSITION ;'dEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. ALLE='l': Kow, I think the Government 

ought to take a hint in regard to this ques­
tion, and hasten to make ainendmen ts; but I 
think they are too far gone to make amend­
ments, and consequently I am supporting this 
motion with the hope of seeing some Govern­
ment in power which is prepared to be more 
sympathetic to the poor man. and to give the 

[Mr. Allen. 

struggler out in the far West a better deal 
than he has received from this or any past 
GoYernment. We hear a lot of talk about the 
largo acreage of lands that are being c.elected 
at the present time, but there is one thing we 
never hear quoted by the Government apolo­
giSts~thcv noYer at,tempt to quote the number 
of nwn \',:ho are going on these lands. I am 
satisfied that hon. members opposite would 
get a rude shock if they found how very few 
of these men who are taking up lands are 
bound personally to reside on those lands. 
The onlv kind of settlement that we can call 
closer se"ttlcrnent is when the selector is bound 
to personally reside: on the land and fulfil the 
conditions. If we had the figures showmg the 
number of men who are on that land. I think 
we would fine] that, although there is not a. 
great :lea! of settlement, there 1s a great deal 
of land grab, and it appears to me that that 
ts what the Government is encouraging. Now. 
the hon. memher for Fassifern quoted some 
startling figures the other night in connection 
with the number of agricultural farms that 
naYe been selected during this ye:tr,. and he 
pointed out that there was a, considerable 
falling off in the number of men who were 
taking up small holdings. I can assure you 
that that is just what I expected, I would 
not expPct anything else from this Gov~rn· 
mcnt. which is a Government that I cons1der 
to be the tools of the capitalists of Queensland. 

:\lr. FoRSY'l'H: And what do you think is the 
reason for the falling otf? 

:.Vlr. HAmLTON: It is the Act of 1902, which 
they arc responsible for. 

Mr. ALLE:'\: I am p]\cparcd to give a 
reason. I gaYe a rea·, on by way of. interjec­
tion whcQ the hon, member for Fass1fern was 
speaking. 'The main reason for this falling off 
in selection is the change of Ministers. I do 
not want to say anything ncrsonally against 
thP present Minister for Lands: I cons1dcr 
that, on the Treasury bench. he is the man 
abon' all best fitted for Cabinet rank: but 
I say that he has not the particular qualifica­
tion necessary for :Minister for Lands. I want 
to kno\\ where he has gained experience? 

:\fr. FoRSYTH: Perhaps you might fill it 
better. 

:\Ir. ALLEK: I have better experience, 
and you will forgive me for saying so, I do 
not sav that there are not dozens of men 
better "fitted to be Minister for Lands than 
mvsclf, but at the sa.me time I do say that 
I "rJaYe had more experience of agricultural 
life than the :\linister for Lands has. I know 
the difficulties of the agriculturists better than 
any man in this House. although I am only 
a youn~ man. I say that (~ueen street rs not. 
a good training- ground for Secretary for 
Public Lands. 

OPPOSITIO" i\IE)!BERS: Hear, hear! 

:\lr. ALLEX: That is the Tea son why there 
is a falling off. In you, Sir, we haye a man 
filled to the brim with experience of land 
matters-a man who was full of sympathy for 
the agricultural selectors~hut you had to go, so 
the man in the street says, at the instigation 
of some outside power. It was not the 'Trades 
Hall push, it was some outside powcr~the 
man in the street has a name for it, but I am 
not g·oing to mention it. That is the, secr~t 
of this falling off in ]and selectlon~m 
agricultural fa.rm, selectiou~a change of 
l\Iinisters; a man who had experience in this 
matter, a man who understood the conditions 
of the selector fully, had to give place to a 
man who had got his experience in Queen 
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street. and I say that Queen street is not the 
best pla,ce to learn the conditions of the agri­
culturist. 

0PPOSITIOX :\lEMm:ns: Hear, hear~ and 
la,ughter. 

:\lr. ALLEN: Another point for which I 
condemn this Government is the Yerv loose 
n1anner in ,,,hich they are going aboUt pro­
viding· for water in the \Yestern districts of 
Queensland. \Ye have had serious droughts 
in the past. and we will have them again, and 
I want to know what steps the Government 
are taking to pla,ce the pioneer of the back 
oonntry in a bet tcr po··,ition with re~ard to 
,,·af-er in the next drought than what he "\Va,:; 

in ihe last drought. 
Mr. THORN: You want to kill the pioneers 

eYerv time. 
:\1;·, ALLE~: The other night the member 

for i\'arwick tried to convince the House that 
the Govcrnrnent \Vere very active in this 
matt.er) but] as repre.!enting a 'Yestern elec­
torate, it just convinc0d me of the opposite. 
It just made me realise how very little they 
\Vere doing. lie said in his sp~ech~ 

During 1908 no lP\...: than cleYcn bores an<l seven 
'\Vcli:o; were snnk, and from the 1st of Jannary of tlus 
year until the :30th or June nine bo-res anrt four wells 
were su11k, and at the present lime three bores and two 
we1ls are being sunk. 
That is for the whole of Queensland. \Yhy, 
there is anv amount of room for all those bores 
and wells, m my el-ectorate alone. (Hea.r, 
hear~) 

:\Ir. THORN: How many were sunk in the 
l\Iaranoa electorate'! 

:\Ir. ALLEN: There is any amount of arte­
sian water in the Bulloo, but since the drought, 
so far as I ca.n gather, they have only put 
down one bore there, and there is another 
in the course of construction. That is the 
vigorous water conservation policy of the 
present Government! 'There is any amount 
of room to put down all these bores in my 
electorate, and with profit to the State. lhe 
\Ye,tern districts are not getting a fair deal 
at all, because they are represented by Labour. 

l\Ir. :FoRSYTH: They had wells there before. 
Illr. ALL EN: And I would furthecr point 

out that where they are putting these two 
bores it is being done at the instigation of the 
shire council, and the Government are not 
altog<>ther responsible for them. In fact, they 
have done absolutely nothing. 

Mr. PAYNE: The \Yindorah bore. 
:'llr. ALLEN: No; the \Vindorah bore was 

put down before the drought. The shire coun­
cil ha, taken certain a,ction out there in con­
nedion with the putting down of bores, and 
the Government have assisted them, I admit; 
but it must. not be forgotten that nearly the 
whole of that electorate, 79,000 square miles 
in area, belongs to the Crown. It is their own 
estate. 

LABO'CR ~IE~BERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. ALLEN: I think it is the duty of the 

Crown landlord to appreciate the value· of 
their own property. But what are the Go­
vernment doing? They are doing nothing. 
During the late election campa.ign in the 
Bulloo I went through in one trip from Win­
dorah to Birdsville, and from the time we left 
Whichello Creek to :'.1orney, a distance of 
60 miles, all the water we got was from a well 
which was just about enough to keep a house 
going. There was no drought then. It was 
just an ordinary time, and, if that sort of 
thing happens at an ordinary time, what must 
happen in drought time? 

Mr. PAYNE: All the roads are shut up. 

Mr. ALLE.'\: All the roads are shut up, as 
the hon. member r8minds me. And when 
those roads arc shut up Queensland .loses a 
certain amouut of the cattle trade that rightly 
belong to this State-that is, the cattle from 
the BirdsYille district. These cattle go down 
into South Au,tralia because South Australia 
has made proper prm·ision on her stock routes 
bv ha Ying them well watered by means of 
bcn·es which haYe been sunk every 30 miles and 
c,·cn leRS that that, while in Queensland from 
one puddle to another pudrlle--for that is just 
\\'hat that is-the -dista.nce is 60 miles. 'That 
is a poiicy which I condemn. . h it any 
wonder j hat the \Yestern c!Istncts arc up 
against tho pr.:::sent Arhnini"-.tration '? =:\ot:. at 
all. Then, again, on the Nocundra road-gomg 
from Thargomindah to Nocunclra, in somG of 
tlw best sheep country in Qucensland-we have 
another stagp of GO miles without water. It is 
artesian countrv too. but the Government arc 
doing nothing." They-the people of the dis" 
trict--sent in a petition twelY<" months ai-(o to 
get a bore put rlown on the .'\ocundra road on 
a certain spot, but nothing vvas done in con­
nection with it. Consequently, in a bad time, 
the road is closed. \Yhcn men go out to the 
back countrv to settle- they cannot get thei1· 
stock in. :\lorncv Plains 11ac! a mob of cattle, 
hut they could n"ot get them into Queensland 
as they could not get them m·er a 60-rmle 
stag<', and they had to go the other way. 
\\'hat is being done bv this Government which 
pretends to be so pr<)grr:;sinl and which pro­
fesses to be so jealous of the interests of 
Queensland? \Vhy, they arc allowing all this 
cattle trade to go from Queensland into South 
Australia .. In many cases where land is thrown 
open in i he \Y est we ha Ye had large areas in 
which there was no "ater thrown open for 
occupation. The Gm·ernment threw that land 
open hoping that it would be taken up. I want 
to know how tho Go,·ernment could expect a 
poor man to come on to dry land--on country 
whor<O there was no water? 'The Government 
have not attempted, in any shapo or form, to 
make water for the poor man when he is going 
on to the land in th8 \Vestorn districts. The 
hon. member for \Varrego advocated that be­
foro tho Government threw \V estcrn land open 
to selection thev .should see that each block 
had a permanent snpply of water on it, and if 
it is dry C'ountry theJ' should put down a bore 
or make some provision for the water supply. 
Thio Go,'ernment have done nothing in the 
past. and they are not doing anything now. 
, ~1r. CoY~E: They don't intend to do any­

bung. 
'The SPEAKER: Order, order! 

.Mr. ALLE::\: 'This Government put the sum 
of £50,000 on the Estimates for the purpose of 
bringing out immigrants to this country so 
that they might crowd into an already over­
crowded labour market. 'This £50,000 would 
be spent with very much more profit to the 
1-Jtate. and it would be thE' means of bringing 
more people ont hero if it were spent in 
putting down bores in vVestcrn Queensland. 
That would be a progres.~ive policy. It would 
put people on the land. I wonld like to know 
how many of the immigrants who are now 
coming out are going on to the land. I took 
up the Courier of last Saturday week, and I 
saw a list of the immigrants, and how thev 
were going on to the land. One had £50-
two had £50-one other had £100, and the 
largest amount held by anyone was one with 
£200. I wonder how it is possible for them to 
go on the land. Just take the Maryvale 
Estate, and see the conditions attaching to 
going on the land. Here is an area of 116 
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acr04, and the total suney fees and rent 
amounted to £143. Yet these immigrants are 
supposed to be able to go on the land when 
thny come hero. 

:\fr. LE SIC\! A: The cc will walk out there on 
the bottom of their pockets. (Laughter.) 

l\Ir. ALLEX: I was m11ch amused at the 
ingenious excuses made by the present Home 
Secretary when he was in my electorate, when 
he told the electors to blame the Federal Go­
vernment~thc Federal Labour party~for 
bringing out the indented labourers. 

:\Ir. KEHR: He said you were magnificent 
men out there. 

:\Ir. ALL EN: Yes, he did. I will come to 
that later on. He said, '·It is not our Govern­
ment at all who are bringing out these in­
dented labourers; it is the Federal Parliament 
~your Labour party." And ,-et the Premier's 
pamphlet, which was i'sued throughout the 
electorate, pointed out that it was his work. 
and stated that we had given untrue utter­
ances as to his intentions. Then he went on to 
my that the article that appeared in the 
TV orker _in January or February last was got 
up spemally for the Bulloo election. I am 
rather inclined to think, judging by the Pre­
mier's utterances, that he must think that we 
are in league with the !"Ods. How did the 
Worker know, when they were publishing that 
article, that there was going to be an election 
in the Bulloo? He must have thought that we 
were in league with the gods when he said 
that, and also with regard· to my visit to the 
Bulloo, which I will come to later on. When 
I was up th0re during my tour of the elec­
torate I found that the men out there were 
very wrath with the Premier helping the pas­
toralist' to get cheap labour. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

:Mr. ALLE='l': That is what it amounted to. 
The lowE'st rate that the men are earning in 
the Bulloo district at the present time is £1 5s. 
a week. That is the minimum, and they earn 
up to £1 lO.s. and £1 15s. a week. Yet we had 
indented labourers brought out from the old 
country for the lordly sum of £1 a week. 

:\-Ir. HAMILTON : Some of them are getting 
10s. a week in my district. 

Mr. ALLEN: And this Government are 
not bringing out immigrants to bring down 
wages at all! The hon. member for \V arwick 
the other day was pleased to know that they 
l1ad brought out 2,000 immif(rants this year. 
I want to know what has been done• with 
them. I am sure they are not going on the 
land. 

Mr. FoRSYTH : How do you know? 
:\1r. ALLEN: I am sure of it, because it 

takes money to go on the land at the. present 
time-. You cannot start farming with £50; 
and if the hon. mcmJ.er thinks it can be done 
he is making a mistake. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: I know many have gone 
on t!:a. land with nothing at all but wages. 

Mr. ALLEN: I give place to no man in this 
House, though I am but a young man, as far 
as experience of the conditions of agricultural 
life are concerned. The hoe was put into my 
hand when I was five years of age, and I 
worked on the farm till I was nineteen; yet 
the. hon. member for 1\loreton, another Queen­
street agriculturist, comes along and says I 
know nothing about it. 

l\1r. FORSYTH: Nothmg whatever. 
Mr. ALLEN: ·I would like to see the• hon. 

member for Moreton go out as an immigrant 

[Mr. Allen. 

to a new country and go on the land with £50 
in his pocket, when in the most favoured dis­
trict~and I think a newchum should get a 
chance• in a good district---it costs the immi­
grant £140 to go on theo land. It is stat.ed in 
the Aler·t, a paper published in Maryborough, 
that-

'l'he Bnndaberg Government Labour Bnreau has 1,000 
men registered on its books as 'va..iting for work, and 
more are being registered tlaily, and it is pretty certa;n 
that not half of those offering will be able to find em­
ployment this se~Json. 

Yet we brought out 2,000 more this year to 
glut the already overcrowded labour market. 
This is progress! I fail to see what advantage 
it is to the country to have a large army of 
idle men fed at the expense of the country. 

Mr. LESINA: It cheapens wages. 

Mr. ALLEN: It cheapens wages, as the 
hon. member for Clermont says. It gives the 
friends of hon members opposite their desire, 
cheap labour-Is. Gd. a week as an agricul­
tural labourer. It is verv nice for those who 
employ men at Is. Gd. • 

Mr. GRA'l'SON: Who gives 7s. 6d. a week? 

Mr. ALLEN: We had the statement here. 
Mr. Bow>IAN: In his extremity he offered 

himself at 7s. 6d. a week. 

Mr. ALLEN : vV c' have the admission on the 
floor of the House that a man, in his ex­
tremity, was prepareu to take 7s. 6d. a week. 
Is it reasonable to expect that any man would 
take 7s. 6d. a week if he could get £1 or 
£1 5s.? 

Mr. H.~l\IILTON: Some of them do when 
there is a strike. That's all. 

Mr. ALLEN: The Home Secretary came 
back from my district in \'ery good humour~ 
he had had such a good time, but it was not on 
electoral matters. He had an interview with the 
Telegraph, and I propose to read extracts from 
the report of tho interview. It appeared in 
the Telegraph of 2nd April~ 

Referring to the labour question, Mr. Aprel said that, 
judging from the utten .. nces of Labonr members, he 
expected to find the Bulloo a wilderness. 
No man on this side ever described the Bnlloo as 
a wilderness-or any other part of '\Vestern 
Queensland. That only existed in the imagina­
tion of the hon. gentleman~like many other 
strange things. The Bul!oo would hold fonr or 
five times as many people as are there now if it 
only had a fair deal from the Government. 

Mr. PAYNE: Ten times. 

Mr. ALLEN: As the hon. member for Mit­
chell says, ten imes as many. He goes on to 
say~ 

On the contrary, he found it a land of wealth, and 
the cry from end to end was that it was impossible to 
secure a sufficient supply of suitable labour. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. ALLEN : I would like to find the hon. 
member's authority. I was at Birdsville and I 
came across two men humping their drum, right 
on the border of South Australia, with GO miles dry 
stretches, looking for work, begging for work, and 
not able to get ib. And when I was coming in from 
Thargomindah by ro:td on my bike I came across 
a number of men out of '1\ork. Tne hnn. mem­
ber drove along in a fonr-in-hand special coach~ 
I suppose at the expense of a bleeding country~ 
and he went so faso that it is quite reasonable to 
suppose he didn't see any unemployed, 
As an instance, ho said that a drover had offered 
men £2 a week and rations on a six weeks' trip, but, the 
offer was refused. 

The Ho~r.E SECRETARY: That is so. 
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}Jr. ALLE:l'\: But ho. did not tell us all the 
conditions. 
At Stonev Creek Station casmtl labourers could not 
be secure'd for !:2 I Os. a. week. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: Hear, he.u! 
l\1r. ALLE:'\': I don't think they cmld, con­

sidering that such a place as Stoney Creek 
Station does not exi.st. There is no sucl1 station 
in the Bulloo elect.n·ate. and the hon. member 
must have been very near srJme of those shanties 
he spoke of during that interview when he got 
that idea. 
Yery few men were met with who were not fullowing 
their ordinary w·ork, and at evm·y place at which he 
spoke :J.Ir. Appel ch·1llenged the statement that cro,vds 
of unemployed couJd be found. 

'fhe HmiE 8EC'I\ETARY: Hear, hear ! 
;\lr. ALLEN: The hon. m"mber did not 

make that challenge at \Vindorah-he knew 
better. \Ve are coming back now to Stoney 
Creek. To ere is such a place as Stoney Creek, 
but there is no such pbce as Stoney Creek 
Station. 

Soveral members interjecting, 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. ALLEN : He says-

At Stoney Creek Station the boundary rider owns 
some splendid horses which llr. Appel says are worth 
£300, and others are eflUally well situated. 

Though there is no such place as Stoney Creek 
Station, I will tell you what there is: TheTe 
is a dPoerted opal mine on Stoney Creek, and 
<:>n the diggings there is a residence-I hope 
the hon. member admired the resid·ence that 
poor labourer was forced to reside in-and in 
that residence there is a rabbit board boun­
dary rider. As the hon. member says, he 
·Owns horses worth £300. He uses these in 

doing his work, and he has to 
[4.30 p.m.] keep his own ration-bag going, 

with flour at £2 5s. to £2, 15s. a 
bag, and other things correspondingly high ; 
.and what do you think he gets for all this'! 
He gets £112 a y<ear. Those are big wages 
for his work, having to find his own rations 
.and use his own horses-£112 a year ! If I 
were a boundary rider, and saw a casual 
laoourer getting £2 10s. a week-and I sup­
pose that means rations, because the casual 
labourer generally gets rations-I would very 
quickly sling the job at £112. a ye·ar, find 
,yourself and horse~, and having to go 40 miles 
for a drink of water. The Home Secretary 
thinks the conditions of the worker out there 
are ideal-a pure paradise-

·Generally speaking, said )1r . ..Appel, "the conditions 
·-of the working man in the 1\~e-.t are far superior to 
those under which men have to work on the coa~t." 

Then I am VAry sorry for the c.1astal men and I 
think that, if they want to get their cnn'ditions 
altered, the best thing they can do is to change a 
;representation that allows such things. Here is 
.another extract-
-H The conditions generally are in favour of the work­
ing man," said ~fr. Appel. "In some cases fi-Lmilies 
HYe by trekking along the stock routes as the Boers or 
:the patriarchs of old did in their respective countries.', 
{Laughter.) 
Mr. Appel met and spoke with one family who so 
lived. There were three teams, in which were all the 
belongin\!s, n,nd along the stock route fed the horses 
.an~ cattle and goats. The sight was one, he said, 
whwh one could never forget. 

I wonder if the Premier is going to get this 
prmted in pamphlet form and distributed in 
:the old country to get immigrante to come 
here. showing them the kind of life that 
people lead in our \Ycstern countrv. That 
kind of life may appeal t<:> the Home Secre­
tary; but, if it does, his ideal of what life 

should be in a civilised community is very 
low, and I advise him to get back to the 
plains of Ara.bia or South Africa of which he 
is ,,o fond. I want to know what cha.nce a 
family have of getting a living by the way­
.,icJ,e. How is their education going to be 
att<:>ndecl to? 

The Hm!E Sr.CRETAnY: By the itinerant 
teachers Vi'hon11 this Government are pro­
viding. 

7\lr. ALLE:l\: I want to know what kind 
of home life-wha.t kind of home comforts 
can the mother of a fa.mily have umlcr such 
circumstances? Does the hon. member think 
thev are sufficient? l hope, when I am next 
tou~ing my electvrate, to scB the hon. gentl-e­
man out there like a. patriarch of old. 

The l-IOME SECRETARY: I would like to be 
there. 

=llr. ALLE~: I am sure that. if the hon. 
gentlerrm.n did go, there are quite a. number 
of memb<ers on his own side of the House 
quite willing to take his portfolio, a.nd I do 
not think the counlrv would lose much. The 
hon. gentleman also 'said in that interview­
"1Tlle great curse of the \Yest," s~id )fr. Appel, "is 
the existence of small miRerable shanties, who"'e 
owners take the cheques of the hard-working men and 
then turn them adrift, and Yery often at a time when 
the men are incapable 0f taking care of themselves." 

I want to know did the hon. gentleman him­
self further the cause of temperance during 
his vi"it to my electorate? 

The HmiE SECRETARY: I know you did not. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. ALLEN: If Dame E'umour does not 
prevaricate-as she usually does·- he did not 
do very much to promote temperance. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order ! 

Mr. ALLEK: And again, if there are these 
miserable shanties, it does not say much for 
the administration of the Home Department 
over which the hon. gentleman presides. Does 
not our existing licensing law [Jrev.ent the ex­
idence of these shanties, If It IS properly 
carried out? 

Mr. T,ESINA: They are characteristic of 
Australian bush life. 

Mr. ALLEN: I would like the hon. gentle­
man to get up and specify some of these 
shanties, and I would like to know what the 
hon. gentleman has done t? remove th~m 
since he came back to Bnsbane. Agam, 
quoting irom this interview-
" It seems odd," said ~Ir. Appel--

The SPEAKER: Order, order! The Home 
Secretarv should be referred to by his official 
title. , 

Mr. ALLE~: I am quoting from a news­
paper, Sir-
It seem.s odd, said the Home Se~retar:r, that the 
Government compels the station-o\\'ners to erect 
comfortable quarters, ;;;upplied with bathrooms and 
other couvenience:o;:, for the rnet 1 , and at the same time 
permits the existence o[ so great a muse as the miser­
able shanty where horrors-lJreedtng spirits are retailed. 

This is news to me. This is a real surprise 
packet to me-to hear that the Government 
can compel stati,-,n-owners to erect comfortable 
quarters. and supply bathrooms and other con­
veniences for th" men. 

The HOME SECRETARY: You will learn a lot 
before you are here long. 

Mr. ALI,EN: And, if it is the law, I want 
to know why it is not being administered. be­
cause the men have not got all these things. 
I admit that there is an Act providing accom­
modation for the shearer, but the shearer is 
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not the only worker in the \V est-he is only 
one section of the wurkers. ·what about the 
permanent station hands? Do they not want 
this accommodation'! Is there an Act com­
pelling station-owners to erect comfortable 
quarters and supply bathrooms and other con­
vcnienc2s for their permanent labourers? I 
say .. Xo. '' It just shows how much the hon. 
gentleman knows \\·hen he comcc back here 
and tallcs in that way. And speaking now 
about tlw Shearers and Sugar \Yorkers Ac­
commodation Act, I wonder how many ex­
emptions arc grantecl in the Bulloo electorate. 

:ur. H.UIILTOS: It is a dead letter there. 

:\Ir. .\LLEK: There is an Act on the 
statute-b"ok but it is not administered. To 
rny k!Jowlcdgc p:::;:cn1ptions haYe been granted 
il' Oil<> place• for three years. Any little ex­
CW<f' is good enough to dPprive the men of all 
the comforts which th0 law demands for them; 
and yet \Yl\ r0ad 1nisrcprescntations like this. 
This is nbwlutc~lv unan,wNa.ble. Tlwrc are 
two ;;tations ;n m"y el<·ctorate. that I know of, 
which havP exceptionally good accommodation 
and baths for the pern1anent working 1nen. but 
th0 Homo Secretary did not sec those two 
station~. 

:ur. H ''•IlL TO?\: 
further PXClnptions 
have all had plenty 

It is not right that any 
should be granted. They 
of time. 

:\lr. ALLE="J: It is no wonder that the 
people ar~ gulled when thev read in the daily 
n-ewspapprs ;-'UCh interview~. which a.re very 
far distant from the actual facts. \Yhon I was 
in another electorate not long ago ancl quoted 
the. so rliffcrcnccs in thD pastoral rents, "Oh!" 
they said ... you are only quoting one particular 
case.'' They had been used to reading the 
newspapers and believing that the Govern­
ment wew absolutely fair all round. We 
haTe heard a lot about the few people who are 
living in my Plectoratc. At Duck Creek a 
few years ago there were 300 miners working, 
but at the present time there are only about 
four. That district contains a large area of 
opal-bearing country, and if it we·re pros­
pected. I am quite sure there would be 
another Duck Creek. p0rha.ps three or four 
Duck C1·eeks discovered, and the population 
of the Bulloo electorate would increase to 
4,000 or 5.000. 

Mr. BmnrA?\: And Eroungella Hills 

:\Ir. ALLEN: YP·s, Eroungella Hills and 
Dynevor Downs are opal-bearing country, but 
it is not prospected. During the election cam­
paign the people were promised that steps 
would be taken to provide water in that dis­
trict. I wonder what has been done by the 
Government in the way of fixing them up 
with water. All opal-bearing- country is dry 
country. The g-reat difficulty~ prospect<Jrs have 
to contend with is want of water, and when 
the·y strike good country half their time is 
spent in going to and from water. Yet the 
GO\·ernment have done nothing to help them 
in this matter. I think all that the whole of 
that district has received from the Govern­
ment in the way of help in prospecting for 
opals was a grant of £40, which was made 
some years ago. \Vhat we want is a live 
Secreiary for Mines-a Secretary for J\Iines 
who attends to his work and is sympathetic 
with th<' small man who is working on his 
own. ancl who does not bother so much about 
syndicates, and if we had such a Minister, the 
Bul!oo would soon be carrying· a much larger 
population than it is doing at the present time. 
Let me quote• another statement made by the 
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present Home Secretary. The hon. gentleman 
made inquiries concerning the opal fields, and 
he said that-

"\Yith a plentiful supply of water, work cuuld le found 
for a large number of men. 

Tht: HoME SECRETARY: Hear, hear~ 

J\Ir. ALL EN: Exactly; but wbat did the 
hon. gentleman do before he left the J\Iines 
Depa1:tment? He did absolutely nothing. 
That is another point on which I condemn 
the Govemment. Right throughout the a.gri­
cultural districts the Labour party have been 
held up as opponents of tlw farmer, and it has 
been said that we intend to tax them off the 
land. :\ly contention is that the· Lacour party, 
in proposing a ]a.nd tax, do not intend to tax 
the man off the land. but to tax the land 
monopolist and keep down thf' price of land. 
(Hear, hear~) \Yhat the agriculturist wants, 
what the man \Yho is going to 1naln~ his living 
out of the land wants, is cheap land. He 
wants to get his tools and hi' necessaries as 
cheaply as possible, but land is his chief neces­
sary. I am quite prepared to admit that the 
land-jobber likes to sec the price of land higll, 
but that is no good to the geuuinD ae(ricultu­
rist. It does not matter to the g·cnuine agri­
culturist if the ]and is not worth a shilling so 
long as he gets a return frorn it. If we wish 
to get men to go on the land, it is desirable 
that they should be allowed to obtain good 
]and as cheaply as possible, and the best way 
to provide them with cheap land is to impose 
a land value tax-a tax on publicly created 
land values, with an exemption up to £300. 

Mr. LESINA: Cheap land means high wages. 

l\lr. ALLEI\: Exactlv. Land on the :\farv­
valc· K-ta.te, which wa., recently repurchas~d 
by the Government, has been sold to farmers, 
the best of it. at £12 3,. 9d. per acre. It is 
no wonder that farmer5 are afraid of a wage, 
board. But I say wheu a farmer is afra.id of 
a wages boa,rd he is looking the wrong way­
he should look at the land monopolist. I 
know this estate verv wdl. and I know of one 
piece of land there ~vhich was sold nine years 
ago for £2 10s. an acre. A piece of similar 
country adjoining· tha.t land a. selector ha.s 
now to pay £9 13s. per acre for. \\'hat has 
been done to that land in the meantime to 
make it of more value'? 1\othing at a.ll. The 
increased price now paid for it is the un­
earned increment. I want to point out what 
kind of a tax this payment of the unearned 
increment is on the farmer. The proprietors 
of the station have had the u&e of that land 
for nine years, and now the selector has to 
pay for it, not £2 10s. an acre, but £9 15s .. 
or a.n advance of £7 5:s. an acre. Fiv-e per 
cent. on £7 5s. is is. 3d., so that the agricul­
turist who now talms up that land has to pay 
a tax of Is. 3d. per acre for all time. Yet 
hon. members opposite are crying out against 
a proposal to impose a. land tax. \Vhy, even 
the outrageous proposals of the hon. member 
for Clermont, as they are called, "ould not 
hit the farmer nBarly so badly as that. This 
piece of land which was sold at £9 15s. an acre 
has an area of 77, say 80 acres. At £2 10s. an 
acre, the cost of that land would amount to 
£200. It would not be taxed under the pro­
posal of the Labour party, because they 
exempt £300 of publicly crBated land values. 
Yet under the present system of private 
ownership of la.nd the man who buys that 
farm must pay what is practically a tax of 
7 s. 3d. per acre for all time, as long as those 
values keep up. I cont<>nd that the Labour 
party are the true friends of the farmer, and 
that the hon. member for Cunningham, the 
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hon. member for CamLooya, and the hon. 
member for Aubigny, are the men who are in 
favour of landlords and of heavily taxing the 
poor man on the land, L".1cause interest is, 
after all, only another form of taxation. 

:\lr. GRAYSON: You know that is not true­
that I am not in favour of land monopolies. 
Speak the truth. 

The SPEAK EH.: Order, order! 

:\Ir .. ALLE~: The hon. member may not 
kuowmgly do tlus. but I know it is a fact. 
I am quoting facts, and he cannot get a way 
from them. They cannot be denied. They 
are not my worcls. The agriculturist on that 
block has to pay a tax of 7s. 3d. an acre in the 
shape of interht on the unearned increment 
after the lapse of niue years. 

:\Ir. GRAY SON: Those two blocks arc not of 
the ·.ame value, and well vou know it. You 
arc misleading the House. 

0 

::\Ir. ALLE=": I am not here to mislead the 
House, a.nct let me say this: I know that land 
better than the hon. member does. He has 
only paid Hying yisib to it. while I have 
ploughed it and '":orked it. 1 know what the 
land is. I know where to slrike good soil. I 
know the p1ece l quoted at £2 lOs. an acre 
is every bit as good if not better than the 
piece l quotccl at £U 15s. an acre. When the 
lwn. member tackles me on this question, he 
tackles somebody who knows something about 
this laud. \Ve all kno"· there was something 
curious about the purchase of the Maryvale 
Estate. It happened Juring an election. As 
many members of the Kiclston party said, it 
was clone for the purpose of securing for the 
then l'tnlp party the \Varwick and Cunning­
ham ,eato. It had thac etfect. 

1Ir. GRAYSOX: I did not get a single vote 
through it. 

::\lr. ALLE"": I can assure the hon. member 
I am not ,-ery often iu his electorate, but I 
happen to kuo" two votes that he got, and 
tllat counts fonr out of his small majoritv of 
s1xty-eight. lf I happened to find out 'two 
when I was not looking for them, I wonder 
how many I could find out if I went looking 
for them? 

0PPOSITIOX ::VIE}JBETIS: A whole lot. 

Mr. ALLE:0;: At any rate it had an im­
portant bearing on the \Yarwick election. 
That estate was bought to secure for the Go­
vernment the \Varwick and Cunningham 
seats. The hon. member for Cunningham said 
the other day it was a good bargain, and he 
said the Government had g-ot rid of eYE'rV 
block. I dare sa,, thev did. There is a thirs't 
for land, but boc;mso there is a thirst for land 
I do not sec that the Government .hould raise 
the valaes. There are other points which he 
conveniently forgot to mention. The Govern­
ment purchased thoee lands for £87.000, and 
they got rid of them. Certainly. But what 
hacl they to do before they got rid of them? 
The hon. member did not tell us. He did not 
tell us that the Government had to go to the 
expense of building a railway which will cost 
£60.000 !o get rid of that lancl. I happened 
to be on those lands since the House has been 
sttting. and the cry of every selector I met 
was: "·what about our railwav? \Yhen is it 
going to come? This land is rio good to us if 
we do not get the railway." \Vhich proves 
my contention. I say, without fear of contra­
diction, if that railway had not been passed, 
the Government would not have got rid of the 
land so easily. They did not lose anything by 

1t, but the selector has to pay a pretty dear 
price to enable the hon. members for Cunning­
ham and vVarwick to secure their seats. 

Mr. MANN: I said the same thing last year. 

Mr. ALLEN: Then, again, there is a piece 
of land which I have marked at £12 per acre. 
'l'he whole cry right through the ::\Iaryvale 
Estate is that the selector from the Govern­
ment have to pay about £2, and, in some 
cases, £3 an acre "clearer for his lane! than for 
what the syndicate was selling similar land. 
Can the hon. member deny that? 

OPPOSITION lYIEMBEllS: No, no! 

::\Ir. ALLgN: Those figures are there-they 
cannot be denied. There again, the friends of 
tho pour nwn! For local governrnent purposes 
last year this land was valued at £49.000. 
Then, the poor men who go on to it will have 
to pa:, taxes on over £90,000. The local go­
vernment tax at the present time hits the 
poor man. and the monopolist escapes. Look 
at Jimbonr. Firot of all for local government 
purposes Jimbour was valued at 19s., £1 ls., 
and then at £1 10s. an acre. \Vhat ha,, the 
sc!ectoe to pay in tho shape of local govern­
ment taxation? He has to pay on £6 an acre. 

The SECRETARY Fon PC"m.rc INSTTilTTIO:-<: 
Did not your party assist in the repurchase 
of the Jirnbour Est ale? 

::\lr. ALLEN: Jimbour does not sta11d 
alone. Gleugallan is the same. Glengallan 
for local government purposes was valuecl at 
£2 10s. ~~n acre. 

Mr. ::\I~NN: Ali the repurchased estates are 
tho san1e. 

;\fr. LESIKA: The whole system is bad. 
:ur. _"\.LLEK: :i\Iy &xperience of repurchased 

estates is that there has only been one good 
bargam--that is. HcacEngton Hill Estate. 

An HcmoeRABLE ::\lE}IBETI: Aro vou for-
geting the Seaforth? (Laughter.) 

0 

:>Ir. ALLE:'-J: I do not know anything 
about the ::leaforth Estate. Take the Glen­
gallan Estate, No. 1. That was botwht 
thirteen or fourteen years ago. The p1';'ice 
then for the be:;t land was £.'i an acro unim­
prol·ecl. and at the same time anywhere at all 
you could buy improved land in the vicinity, 
with a house and fenced in. at £5 an acre. 
The Administration in the past have clone all 
thev can to spoil those Acb. Thev have never 
driven ono hard bargain yet with the landlord. 
I comidcr the ~1Iaryvalo owners hact a good 
thing on in selling to tho Government. They 
got a better price for the land from the Go­
yernment. than they would have got by cutting 
Jt up, ancl they <.'ere saved all the worry. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PcnLrc INSTRJ:CTIO~: 
The selectors were very glad indeed to <>et 
the :Mar.' valo Estate. ~ 

~11r. LESINA: They are glad to get land any­
where. 

:>Ir. ""I.LLEN: Yet they are very loud in 
their denunciation of the· price. If bread cost 
2s. Gel. a loaf, and a. man was staniug, he 
would have to get it. It is just the same with 
thos·e people up there. They have to get laud­
they cannot go idle. vVe have heard a lot about 
the• Agricnltural Lands Purcha,e Act. a.ncl 
the number of persons settled under that Act. 
I am very sorry to say, from my experience 
of that Act and the administration of it. that 
alth<mgh a large' number of settlers go on the 
land in the first instance, they are bought out 
sub~eqaently. Those small holdings are .g·et­
ting larger and larger e,very year, and I dare 
say in the course of time-even where we have 
holdings of 80 to 100 acres-you will find the 

Mr. Allen.J 
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smallest holding contains 1,000 or 1,200 acres. 
They aro gradually beir1g bought up. You 
can. see. it all over those repurchased estates. 
I will give hon. members an instance. 

i\Ir. LESINA: Aggn·gating. There IS 
nothing to stop it. 

Mr. ALLEN: Yes, aggregating; it is free­
h_old tenure•. I "ant to refer to another ques­
twn. I have put tlw case of the poor a!'[ricul­
tural farmer-to save them from their friends. 
Now I come to myself. The Premier in his 
spee·ch, went out of his way to attack ,;.,e, and 
he .made a sb;tement regarding my actions 
durmg the Chnstmas Vl1<-ation which is not in 
accordance .with fact. Now, up to the end of 
Januar,Y this year I was a jnnior officer in the 
EducatiOn Department. I worked my specified 
time, and did it well, too-(hear, hear !)-and 
after th<;se hours I , claimed my time <LS my 
own. When th<e Chnstmas 1 acation came 
part of tl1at time was spent in the Bulloo elec: 
tor ate; what I was doing there is my busi­
ness) not the Premier's. 
0PPOSITIO~ l\IEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

1\Ir .. ALLEK: \Ybile I was in that depart­
ment I a! ways did ae I plea.scd in mv own 

timt>, ancl I do not see why In this 
[5 p.m.] free ~ountry, in this British com-

. mumt:y, I should go to the 
P;.emJcr-the acc1uental Premier for the time 
bcmg- ~and ask him 'vhere I shall spend my 
hol1days. He has no ng-ht to impute motiyes 
as to what I waq doinrr. I sa.v that I was 
not organjsing the Bull~o elcctOra.tP: I never 
did. any organising in the 13ulloo electorate 
while I was a member of the public service. 
~ ha;-c been organisinc; though in other places 
In n1y o·wr~ hn1~. and rn rny own way. a.nd in 
a way wluch chd not come into conflict with 
the regulations which e:overned me. (Hear, 
hear 1) I say that politics have o·ot into a 
v0ry poor condition, \vhen the Pre~ier of the 
State will !end his car to some idle gos .ip 
who con1es alon.2,· '\Yith a taJe, unsupPorted 
by any proof, that a GoYcrnmcnt official has 
been doing orga.ni~ing 'vork. It appears to 
me that he instituted a. kind of Star Chamber 
system in !he public service. He has insti­
tuted a systern of c<>.piona.ge. 1\o mau is safe 
while there is a.ny spy about. \Ye clo not 
know who thf' spies are. I wonder if he is 
goin.~· to tal1lc a list Of the spi{'s he has 
throughout the country watching the public 
serncc. I want to know why tho Prernier. 
when he was shown that letter did not ((>]] 
th.at individual to go and lay 'a complaint? 
\\ hy chd he not tell him that he did not want 
to hf'ar any idlE> gossip; that he wa.s there as 
Premier of the ShLtc, a.nd v~ao- not at all c,m­
cprncd ahout the pri·vato ar.tions of a n1cml:cr 
of the public scrYicc, and that this letter­
writer. thi:; spy, this a~'a.~:;in, or vvhu.tevf'r he 
\Yas-thc rrmn \Yho stabs you in the ba.ck­
shoulcl lay a complaint. If he was dis:,atisfied 
with my conduct. if he thought I had com­
n1itted a breach of the rBguJatiOil:.:.. I wa.nt to 
knoYv why thi:; Prernier, ~. ho believes in fair 
play. did not tell him to go a.nd la.y his charge 
in the proper place where it could be dealt 
with, and l could have had a fair dC'al '? It 
appears to me that this informer did not 
want to give. n1e a fair deal. If he did so 
why did he not lay the charg-e in the prope~ 
place. so that I could refute it? No, he came 
along to the Premier, he knew where he 
could get a sympathetic hearing; but I want 
to tell the Premier that if he had tricrl to 
punish me a.s a public sf'rvant for poing where 
I cho5e during n1y Christmas hoiidavs he 
would have found out bis mistake; he would 
have found out. t.hat ho could mJt persecute 

[Mr . .All en. 

me, and that I was quitt> ready for any little 
trick that he might have berm prepared to 
play upon me. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC INSTRCOTIOX: 
He never tricked you: he treated you very 
liberally. · 

1\lr. ALLEN: I haw nothing· to thank the 
department for. 

Tho SECRETARY FOB PcnLIC INSTRCCTIO:\: 
He took you back into the service. 

An OPPOSITIO:\ :llE11BER: Because he was a 
good man. 

1\lr. ALLE;\; : Because I was a good man, 
a, the hon. member says. The ht>ad te·wher 
of the school, when I was going away, said 
'' Of. couroe I do not know anything ah<JUt 
pollhcs. If you happen to get in. and you 
arc as good a rncrnber for vour district a"" you 
have been a. teacher here tmder me, the e'lec­
~Drs will have no caus-e to regret putting you 
1n.'' 

OPPOSITION :\IE~IBERS; Hear, ht>ar! 

Mr. _\LLEN: That is the opinion of my 
Immediate superior. The Minister for Public 
Instruction has insinuated that the Premier 
did me a good turn. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRCCTIOX: 
No; I said the Department of Public Instruc­
tion. 

Mr. ALLE:'i': Weli, I had to stand out and 
fight my case. The Sceretarv for Public In­
struction said that the Premier had done mo 
a good turn. H~ only gave me fair play, and 
1 do not call fair play a good turn. During 
that 1908 election, when the time came I 
rcoigned. I had no understanding. I ne~er 
ran to any man before the elections. and said, 
"\Veil. if I resign, will I get back?" Every­
body cannot say that. I wonder if the present 
Home Secretary or the pr<~,ent l\linister for 
Public Instruction can sav that everv other 
n1an acted in the san1o 'way, according to 
their knowledge. At any rate. I have grave 
doubts about it. \Vhcn I came back. I put in 
my application in the proper way. ·I refused 
to be penalis0d. I said, "::'vir. Charltou, a 
staff sun·eyor, resigned. and fought the Bur­
nett in 1\JOi. and he got back again on his old 
standing. He resignecl again, eight months 
later, to fight the election for Maryborough. 
and got back again on his old footing." I 
sa.id, "You are going to treat me the same 
way.'' The clcpartmcnt did not want to do so. 
The ::\Iinister was very fair and just to me, 
but a certain official wa'· not. One of the 
officials went out of his way to make a de­
liberate mi·,·Latcment to thwart me. I do not 
'•' ant to follow it up. I hung back, and told 
the Minister that I asked for rto!.hing but a fair 
dc,al. and I was r!etc1·mincd if I did not got it 
I would not go back again. I wanted to be 
treated the same way as I\1r. Charlton and 
other men. I pointed out to the ;\linister that 
I had served in a bush Provisional school a.nd 
in the IV est ern districts of (~ueensland, and 
had on I v been a certain time in the metro­
politan area, and that I consiclcred that if tho 
department could not send me back to \Var­
wick they were in duty bound to put me in 
one of the Brisbane schools. That is the state­
ment I made. Thev trier] to get out of it and 
I pointed ont that f was not prepared to go in 
on any other understanding. The I\Iinister 
dicl me justice. As I 'aid before, one oflicial 
at the time maclc a rni,statoment to thwart my 
desires, so that I could not get into the metro­
politan area. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC INSTRcCTIO~: 
That is a very serious charge to make against 
a public officer. 
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l\Ir. ALLEN: He is not there now. I may 
sav that since then new regulations have been 
gazeth1d by the Department of Public Instruc­
tion. According to those new regulatwns, I 
would have been still entitled to eighteen 
months in the metropolitan area, or i_n. the 
vicinity of my home. All I asked the Mmrster 
for was three months, and I had to fight to get 
it. They gave me the three months; a~d, as 
it happened, it suited them to keep me_ m the 
metropolitan area at the end of that trme. I 
got no special favour. I only got justice. 

Mr. THORN: If you got justice, what are you 
complaining about? 

Mr. ALLEX : Because t.he hon. gentleman 
said that he tre;,ted me exceptionally well. I say 
he did nothing of the kind. I do say this, 
as I sairl before: that the Premier of this State 
had verv little to do when he lent his ear to 
su1neon8 who was not prepared to la.y chctrges in 
a straightforward manner or come out into the 
open and fight me. There are certain matters in 
connection with the Education Department 
which I would have liked to have spoken about, 
but I will reserve them for the Address in Reply. 
To snm up my reasons why I <1m opposed to this 
Government, I want to answer first of all a cer­
tain qnes:ion that the Premier asked. Ha said, 
"If the Government has been good in the past., 
how has it become bad now?" ~1y answer to 
that is, "Becan'e it has undergone a change, and 
this change has a detrimental effect on the legis­
lation, and on the administration of the State. 
He asks us to judge the Government by its 
actions. "Vhat actions have the Government 
done? 

Mr. HAI!DACRE: Adjourned Parliament for 
nine months. 

J\Ir. ALLEK : \V!utt democratic legislation has 
this strong coherent, democratic party put on the 
etatutc-bo~k? Absoln tely none. "Do nothing" 
seems to be their motto, and for that motto we 
condemn them. I am OJ·posing this Adrniniotra­
tion beuuse I have a mandate from my constitu­
ency to do so; because it exists in npjJosition to 
the exnressed ><ill of the people '\t the ballot-box 
in 1D08; because it is c Jmptlsed chiefly of the 
whole wreckage of the reactionary forces; be­
cause it ha, made no appreciable effort to ltghten 
the burtlens of the small man on the land ; 
becaucle it is playing into the hands of the capi­
talists and reducing the miserable pittance now 
payable to the wealth producera of the State by 
bringing rnore cornpetitor.3 into an already 
overcrowded labour market. 

0Pl'OSITIO:-< l\IE;IlBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G. 

Appel, Albert) : I desire, in common with all 
the rest of the members of this Chamber who 
have already done so, to expre"' the reg-ret that 
I feel at the !os; which this House and his mctive 
State have s111tained in the death of the late 
.:\1r. J. D. Campbell. He was one of those 
native Australians who, having made a name 
fdr himself in the commercial world, also made 
a na1l!e for himself in the political world, and 
the loss of whom, I venture to say, will be felt 
by the whole of the members of tlte com­
munity, whatsoever their r•olitical opinions may 
be. (Hear, hear !) I confess that I had not 
intended to occupy tire attention of the House 
upon this want of conficlence motion, for several 
reaeons; and in that r<spect I may say that one 
of tbe1n w~B a pbyl3ical one, and I trust that hon. 
members will bear with me if, owing to thR cold 
from which I am suffering, I am not up to the 
form which I confe,s I would like to be, were I 
addressing a public meeting, or this House. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. KERR: What about Windorah? 

Mr. Co~'TELL: ·what about "rats"? 

The HO:\JE SECRETARY: Iti" quite pos­
sible that the hon. men. her for Bucoo, who 
represents the \Vest, could relate incidents of 
the \Vest far better then I could d·•, ".nd I am 
sure he coulrl. give many personal experiences of 
his own out there. Une of the re~sons why I 
had not intended to trespass on the time of the 
Hom.e was this: I m,,y be wrong, but I certainly 
have heard nothing but abu"' from hon. mem· 
hers, so far as the misdeeds of the Government 
are concfrned. 

iVIr. COYNE: Even the camels could not urry 
them. 

The H01YIF; SECRETARY: Po.ssibly not, in 
the opminn of the bon. gentleman. Furthermore, 
I abo felt that if we were to do any work 
or do anything for the State, the question of 
whether this Government shoulcl be turned out 
or not was a question w h.ich did not necessitate 
pages and pages of Hcmsard, and, 11_1 many_ cases, 
repetition and narratwn of ancrent history, 
in view of the fact that not alone in con­
nection with the proposed legislation, but in 
connection with certain necessary amendments 
and additions to the industrial legisbtion 
which has lately become law, nnd which, 
from experience of the Administration, it is 
absolutely necessary to amend in the direction 
proposed. as soon as possible. Kow, the hon. 
gentlenmn who has just sat down must not 
expect me to take any notice and reply to all that 
he has said. 

:Mr. AUEX: You can't. (Opposition laughter.) 
The HOi\H:; SECHETARY: Thehon. gentle­

man says I cannot. He is quite safe in saying 
that for the simple reason that I won't. \Yhen 
he h'as be< n a member ,,f this Honee for some 
time and has gained a little more experience, he 
will ~liccoYer that he does not add t" his weight 
or influence in the Hou5e by ca.,ting personal 
reflections at any other member of thb. Uban,ber. 
So far as bis ve1lerl innuendo concenung n1yself 
is concerned-well, he must not expect me to say 
anythingaboutthat. _(Labourlau_ghler.) He must 
not expect me to do rt, becausCJ tf I do say any­
thing it would be a virmal admission that there 
was some truth in it. (Labour laughter.) . Be~ 
fore proceeding with the few rern~rks which I 
intend to make on the rnam qnestwn before the 
House, I shall say a few words with regard to 
the electorate which the hon. member repre­
sents and 1 sha.ll also sav a few words in 
conn;ction with his remarks" concerning myself. 
I am pleased, ttt any mte, th~t I have afforcled 
the hon. m em her a subject upun which to expres>, 
himself this afternoon; and, speaking personally, 
considering the apparent self-gratification he 
showed I venture to '"V that I wr~s a very good 
;uhject: So far as that~ great elect )rate is con .. 
cerned--

]Vir. KEBH: ":Magnificent," please. 

The HOME SECRET AllY: Magnificent, as 
the hon. member f.,r Barcoo , ays. I say truth­
fully that th~t great iract of country is one of 
the most valuable portions of lerritory which 
thi~ great State posseF-~es. 

:Mr. ALI.EN : Hear, hear ! 
The HOCIIE SECRETARY : And it was a 

revelation to me to see the poosibiliti,'s in con .. 
nection with that great tract of country. The 
hon. n1en1ber, quoting from his notE-s or from 
his lll'om<,ry-I fmgct whi?h-·spoke about 
what I had said w far as rarlvay~ were con· 
cerned. I can tell the House that what I 
did say was this: that if I was an elector of 
the Bulloo electorate, the one policy I would 
advocate would be railway construction to open 
up that great district. And I say the same· 

Hon. J!. G . .Appel.] 
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thing now-that the po8sibilities of _that vast 
district are 'uch that so long as I rem am a mem­
ber of this House, whether sitting on this side or 
on the other side, my support will be given to 
railway construction to open up that valuable 
portion of the State of Queensland. 

An HoNOURABLE ME1!BER: \Ve have as good 
as got it now. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: I don't want to 
digress too much, but, in reply to the interjection 
of the hem. member, 1 will point out that he is 
,quite correct, because it isforecast in the Speech. 
It is parL of the policy of this State to construct 
those connecting 1;nks of rail way which will give 
a line of rdils from the Sonthernmost to the 
Northernmost part of this State; and in that 
constrnctil•n the gr0'>t ]J rticm of Queensland 
called "the Bulloo" WI'•l receive the railway 
communication that is absolutely nece8'ary for 
its future welfare. The hon. member was good 
enough to be sarcastic concerning a typog1 aphical 
error in the report of a conversation I had with 
the rep"rter,, of a new,p •per when he spoke of 
Stm1ey Creek Station. .!<'or the benefit of the 
hnn. inember I may tell him at once that I 
knew perfectly well that there was no such 
station in the Hulloo of that name. 

::\Ir. ALLEN: \Vhy didn't you contradict it? 

'rhe HO:\IE SECRETAHY: I am not going 
to reply to these interjecti,ns. I propose, ::\Ir. 
Speaker, to continue my adJres.<. He knows 
as well as I do tl,e S~oney Creek I -;poke about, 
and he apparer,tly knows of the boundary rider 
who resides in the vicinitv or at that particular 
place. The information ·r received concerning 
the wages that boundary rider wa-; prepared to 
pay, a;1d would P"Y' came from the bou_nda1y 
l'ider himself and from other sources, whJCh to 
n1y mind were relittlJle. C(mc~::rning the sty_le 
~ncl class of reoidence whiCh people occupy m 
that portion of the elec'orate, it is all ,,ery well 
for members to come hrr,, and say, "If you only 
knew the chsR of residence!" It is not n ques­
tion of the eLtos of rebid nor, but the c mclition 
of the atmo,p:1ere in that p•lrtion of the State, 
which is ah,olutelv different from the coastal 
portions of Queei;sland. This particular Iesi­
dence is simplv a bark bumpy, and some portions 
are simply bcnlgh shelters; but in connedion with 
that little camp there "as a small portwn of the 
humpy which was fitted up, and which was usc_d 
by the itinerant teacher when he came at certam 
specified time-< for the pm pose of instructing the 
children of that eame boundary rider. And as 
the hrm. memrer has spr•ken of \Vindorah, he 
will also l''"sibly recollect that at \Vindorah I 
met a friend of n,iue, who comes from my dis· 
trict, !ind who h~ one of the itinr-rant teachers 
Clll!Jloyed by the Df>partment of PuL!ic Instruc­
tion and who at that particular time was 
on i1i."3 round fnnn {lne Rtatifln tu another in 
connection with his duties. And in thnt con­
rJectinn let us, through this House, once rnore 
inf,,rm the country what work the Department of 
J->nlJl:c Instruction is doing to provide instruction 
for the, children in the \Vest by increasing the 
nnmbcr of itinerant teachers. And I trust that 
we shaH recei,·e the su;•port of every hon. 
member "f this Hou•e in vroviding for a con­
siderable increase in the near future. Talking 
of the conditions in the \Ve,t, I say they are 
absolutely different from those which exist on the 
coFt:-.t. I did not intend to be a.s discnr.-:;ive as 
this in addressing the House, but it is nec,·•e:;ry 
for me to let th<•se of the electors of this State 
who may be misled by what fell from the bon. 
member-it is necessary for me to give them 
some account of '.be conditions of the \Vest. 

l\1 r. KERR: Will you tell us about the special 
coach? 

[Hon. J. G . .Appel. 

The HO:\IB SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber for Barcoo, I see, is makin,; his little bullets, 
or somebody is making them for him to fire. 
He as a Minister who has travelled m the \Vest, 
klH;Ws all about four-horse coaches; and possibly 
the hon. member was not 'atisfied with a four­
horse coach, because, from the dignified b>"aring 
be possessed while he h~ld Cabmet rankl I ven­
ture to sav that nothm< short of a srx-horse 
cmch would have suited him. (L~ugbter.) 

}fr. KERR: I always travelled with six. 
Mr. MANS made an interjection, 

The HO:YIE SBCRETARY: I do not object 
to interjections, but I am not going to nllow 
myself to be drawn t_oo much !'way from what 
I wish to say. I notrced last mght that the hon. 

member for Clermont referred to 
[5.30 p.m.] the hon. member for Cairns as "a 

tnan of wdod.'' His senseless inter~ 
jeclions remind me of an old saw, "You may 
lead an ass to knowledge, but you cannot make 
him think.,. So the hon. member will p~rclon 
me if I take no fu1ther notice of his sens ;less 
interjections. (Laughter.) Addressing mys~lf 
to where I left off hefor8 ban. members dis­
tracted my ttttention: 'I'o one who lives on the 
coast the ccmditions of the \Vest are so abso­
lutely different that, until a man has actually 
had the experience of viewing them person:tlly, 
he will hardly credit what they are. \Vllen you 
go to a homestead you find the w hol_e of the beds 
standing out in the garden or out .m the yard, 
the people living in the open air, for there 
the open air i-; the best and the most com­
fmtahle place to sleep in. On some ,~f the 
largest p.tstur,t! holdim;s we find tha~, owmg to 
the lack of tirnher and building rnatenal, they 
have built with green _brick•, wit)o ant-be_d 
floors and thatched with l1gnum-I th111k ~hat IS 
the name of the gra•,s which grows m the 
swamps. Perchance those aut-bed floors may be 
covered, or they may not.he covered, but those 
dwellings may be occnpie~ by persm;s who, 
under ordinarv conditwns, If the matena\ weJe 
procurable, c<iuld ha\'8 a verv much more pre­
tentious class of re:-JidencP. However, Hl every 
practicable case, owing to the atn;ost~heric co':'­
ditions, the greater part of the hf:' IS spent m 
the open air. \Vit,b the small ramfall m th:tt 
portion of Queensland, people :;ra able, and they 
do live for the areater part m the outer and 
op~n air. U nde; the same conditions which. do 
noo enable people to build more prete>;tJOus 
houses, tbo"e who have not the funds s1mply 
live in bark erections, or in many case.s 
under grass shelter~. These are t~e actual 
conditions · but the feehng that 1s engen­
dered in ~ne in that dry exhilarating atmos­
phere is one which cau.ses you to _feel an mde­
scribable lightness and vig<~ur; and, m t?atr:spect 
alone it, enables men to hve a hfe which, m the 
coast~! districts, would be absolutely impossible, 
and would be most injurious to he~lth. The 
bon. member for Bu!loo endeavnu~ed to be s_ar­
castic in connection with what I s:ud concermng 
the large teams which trave) over. the .country. 
To me, as I said m that Inter\'lew, !t was _a 
revelation to see those great teams with then· 
great \Vestern bullocks. It reminded one of the 
stories of the Arabian Nights or of the Boers 
who trekked in South Africa. :For, travelling 
along, one sees in the far dist~nce-becaus~ there 
tLe roads are perfectly stra1ght, and, owmg to 
the fact that the country is ]eye], you can s.ee for 
miles-and as you go along you may see m the 
dim distance just a little column of dust; as you 
approach nearer and nearer you come across 
these teams one after the other in the way that 
I have mentioned. Any hon. member who has 
any knowledge of the \Vest knows that those 
men and women, who have travelled for years 
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1tnd years on those roads carrying loading, would 
not give up the life to come to the coast for any 
{)ther conditions whatever that ndght be offered 
to them. 

Mr .• J. M. HcxTEB : They stick as tight to 
that as you do to the Treasury benches. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes, and as 
tight as the hon. member for .Maranoa sticks to 
anything he can get his fingers on. 

GovEmmENT ME}IBERS : Hear, hear! and 
laughter. 

The HOME SECRETARY: And, if all 
accounts are true in tl;le l\1aranoa, he takes very 
good care to get as much as he can into them, too. 
(Renewed laughter.) I do not like to digress, 
but, if we have middlemen, such as the hon. 
member for Maranoa, who are living on the 
sweat of the toilers upon the soil, continnally 
interjecting, it causes one to think that there is 
a certain amount of hypocrisy about it. 

GovERNliiENT l\lE3IBEBS: Hear, hear ! 

TLe HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber for Bulloo spoke about indented labour 
in the \Vest. This House knows that, before 
any indented labour can be introduced into 
Queenoland, the pern;ission of the Common­
wealth authorities must be given to their 
introduction. The ·works Department, which 
administers induHtrial legislation, supplies to 
the Chief Secretary, and, thr.mgh the Chief 
Secretary, the Common wealth, a Ji<t of all the 
wages which are paid in the particular district 
where that labom is to be introduced. 

1\Ir .• T. 1\1. HuNTillt: Yes; and it was proved 
on the floor of this House last session thctt they 
supplied wrong information. 

The HO ::VIE SECRETARY: I venture to say 
that what the hon. member has interjected is 
absolutAly incorrect, and he is casting an asper­
sion upon the permanent officials ot the \Vorlrs 
Department which may be worthy of him, but 
which is unworthy of a representative sitting in 
this House. 

GovERNli!EKT ME>IBERS : Hear, hear! 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY: It is all very 
well for hon. members to drag a herring over the 
track, The Premier insisted, so far as indented 
labour is concerned-and rightly, too, so as to 
prevent the flooding of the labour market in 
tho.se districts-that they should only be intro­
dnced under agreement, and that there must be 
a deposit of £5, so that those men who were 
introduced into a district would have work to go 
to, and would be provided for under proper 
agreements. 

l\Ir. HA)flLrON : Yes, and thPy "outed" men 
who were already in the district. 

The SPEAKER : Order, order! 
The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon. 

member for Gregory will allow me, I am coming 
to that. Allmion has been made to the number 
<:>f unemployed in the \Vest. One of the objects 
that I had in visiting the \V est was fur the pur 
pose of ascertaining what those labour conditio'ls 
were-for the purpose of ascertaining where these 
large numbers of unemployed were, and the 
reasons for their nnemployment. My expc.ience 
in the \Vest was givm in the interview which 
appeared in the 'l'elegraph. I repeat again that 
the conditions of the worker in the \Vest are 
very much superior to the conditions of the 
worker on the coast; I ds payment is better, and 
the conditions of his life are better. I found 
that the opal-miners the hon. member spoke 
{)£--

Mr. HAMILTON : There are no flies on the 
coast. 
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The HOME SECRETARY: I can show the 
hon. member places on the coast where the flies 
are E<lually as bad '" they are in the \Vest. 

Mr. I.ENNO!> AND LABOUR MEMBERS: No, you 
can't. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber for \V arrego practically represents rabbits. 
There are more rabbits than white people in the 
hon. member', electorate. 

JYir. LENNON: Do you represent "rats"? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I will come to 
the hon. member for Herbert directly, and I am 
snre I will quite satisfy him, if he wants anything. 
)[ ow, with reference to the opal-miners: During 
my trip out \Vest I made " detour to the opal 
mines for the purpose of seeing what was 
being done in connection with them. I met an 
old opal-miner who had been away on the 
Murray, and who was then travelling back to try 
his luck again at the opal mines. I have alre•dy 
pointed out that teamsters who have driven their 
teams from one place to another, year in and 
year out, will not leave that work for any other 
occupation. So it is with either a goldminer or 
an opal-miner-he will always go back to the 
particular class of work in which he has been for 
a long time engaged. This old opal-miner was 
going back to the op~tl mines. And what was 
his condition? He had come all the wt1y back 
from the 1\Iurray, but he had a cap"tal buggy to 
carry his kit, and that buggy was drawn by a 
first-class pair of \Ve:otern horsec. The case of 
that old opal-miner was similar to th>tt of other 
men whom I met travelling on that road. Some 
were travelling in snlkies, and some were riding 
bicycles. 

:Mr. ALLEX : Broken down. 

The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon. 
member wishes me to re)Jiy to his interjec­
tions--

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope the hon. 
member will not notice interjections-they are 
quite disorderly. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes, Sir; but I 
shall be only too pleased to satisfy any hon. 
member who makes a sensible interjectwn if I 
can hear it. Bnt I mnst ask the indulgence of 
the House, became I am suffering from a cold 
which has rendered me rather deaf. 

The SPEAKER: Order! \Ve do not want 
any interjections, sensible or otherwise. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Perhaps the 
hon. member would have to get someone to 
write it for him, if he is to make a sensible inter­
jection. However, to continue my remarks: 
Only in one instance did I meet a man travelling 
along the road on foot, and he had an excellent 
kit; his clothes were good, and from wb:tt he 
told us he was then within a few miles of his 
destination. 

Mr. KEHR: \Vhat has this got to do with the 
.vant of confidence motion? 

The H0'\1E SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber for Barcoo is no doubt a great man in his 
own estimation, but if he cou!d only see himself 
as others see him--

The SPEAKER: Order: I hope the Home 
Secretary, in continuing hb remarks, will address 
himself to the qnestion before the House. 

The HOME SEORETARY: I will do so with 
pleasure, but interjections of the character which 
nsually emanate from the hon. member for Barcoo 
are not such as are likely to assist one to con­
tinue one's speech cunnectedly. \Vith regard to 
the matter of shanties, which I nwntioned in 
that interview, I will give the hon. member one 
instance which is typical of many. In giving a 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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description of this one shanty, I do not for one 
moment say that there are not decent licemed 
honscs in the Builoo electorate. At the same 
time, I venture to 'ay that there are a great 
number ,,f houses which are licensed, and which 
are mere traps to get the wages of the worker, 
and by getting those wag<"'~legitimately, a' the 
htw stand,~they reduce the worker, for a period, 
to a condition of practic<tl destitution. The case 
I allude to is a house on the Langlo. 

JI.Ir. Ar,LEX: That is not in the Bulloo. 

'rhe HOME SECHETARY: I am referring 
to the condit,ion of the \Ve,t, and I am giving 
one instance of a shanty on the Langlo. It is a 
mere slab bumpy, \\ hich, if it were situated on a 
pastoral holding, wuuld not be considered a fit 
place for the housing of men working on that 
holding. How a license was obtained for that 
place is certainly a puzzle to me, but we know 
how licenses are sometimes oboained under the 
present constitution of the licensing benches. 
\Ve know that there are iustices who are willing 
to sit on a bench and grant licenses. 

Hon. R. PHILl' : Do you refer to t.he house at 
Langlo Crossing? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do. 

Hon. R. PHILl' : I have seen worse places 
than that. 

The H0).1E SECRETARY: Quite so; so 
have I. The pastoralist is compelled to provide 
for his shearers certain accommodation. 

Mr .. J. M. HuNTER: So he 'hould. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not for one 
moment contend that he should not be compelled 
to provide that accommodation. \Vhat I say is 
that by law he has to provide such accommoda­
tion, and yet when a man has earned his wages 
he nn go to such a bGuse as that at Langlo 
Crossing. 

An HONOURABLE ME>IBER: That is not a 
shanty. 

The HU).IE SECRETARY: It is a licensed 
house, but it is nothing nwre or less than a 
shanty buildinf[. I can cite an instance of what 
happened to a number of men who went there 
with their cheques. \Vben their cheques were 
reputed to be gone, some of those men, l;racti­
cally in the horrors, wtre taken by either the 
licensee or his agent, and driven out to Amba­
thala Lake, and tnrned adrift on the shores of 
the lake in that condition. 

Mr. A LLEN: That is a scandal. Private 
enterprise. 

The HO:\lE SECRETARY: It is a scandal. 
\Ve do not kno\\ what might have happened t.o 
those men harl not the nmnagfJr anrl employees 
of Amba1 hala Station tmnecl out and found the 
men. The men when fnund had strippe<l their 
clothes off, and were badly eaten hy ants. The 
manager brought them to the homestead, and 
there nursed them back to life. I ehould l1ke to 
hear hon. members who say they represent the 
men who were treated in that way make mob 
things public. 

i>Ir . • T. l\I. HUKTER: That is an indictment 
against your own Government. 

The HO).lE SECRETARY: I shonlcl like to 
see the m ern hers who represent those dis triots 
m:1ke these things public. \Vhen l wa· in the 
IVes\ I a'ked why they were not made public. 
\Vhat was I told? Because the licemces ot those 
houses are supporters of the Labour party---

Mr. LENNOX : (~uestion ! and Opposition 
laughter. 

:non . .J. G. Appel. 

The H0:'.1E SECRETARY: '!'hey are the 
men who hor~e them, and provide thPm with 
board and lodging when thny visit the \Vest. 

UPPOSITIOX JlifEJ\JDERS: Question! cond other 
interjecLions. 

"The SPEAKER: Order, order ! 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am quite 
satisfied that there are bon. members sitting on 
the bmiChes opposite who are n<)t aware that 
such things t>1ke place. 

Mr. \Vms'fA"-'LEY: You have only ju,;t dis­
covered it. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: I only dis­
covered it on that visit., and I think it my duty 
to make it public. 

1\Ir. KERR : The ::\linister in charge of the 
police should stop it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Those are the 
conditions. The hon. member knows very well 
that under the Licensing Bill it is im poosible to 
stop licEnses being- granted w premises of that 
class. He is an ex-Cabinet Minister, and he only 
makes the interjection for the purpose of casting 
a reflection upon the Government which has con­
sistently endeavoured to do its duty so far as 
carrying out the prC>visions of the liquor laws of 
this State are concerned. 

Mr. LENNON interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. LJ;JNNON continued to interject. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! I hope the 
hon. member is not going to persist in disregard­
ing a call from the Chair. I pointed to the hon. 
member, and c '!led him to order, and yet he 
persisted in his interjection. The hon. member 
knows perfectly well thRt conduct of that kind is 
unworthy of a member of Parliament. 

Mr. LENKON: Jlilr. Speaker, excuse me, but 
you did not call me to order before. 

The HO:YIE SECRETARY: I am endeavour­
ing to show to this Honse, and through this 
House to the electors who are unaware of these 
thingo, what the conditions of the \Vest are. 
The matter was brought up by the hon. member 
for Bull<'o, who preceded me, and what 1 say is 
this: If it were not for the fact that the men 
whP, dnring the S''t\..son, n1ake good wages­
would enable them to enter into some occnpation 
more remunerative and tide them over that period 
between the two seasons~if it was not for the 
fact that their money ie practically spent under 
the conditions I have named, we would not hear 
of men having tn walk about in the \Vestern 
portions of the State. 

Mr. BowiiL\N: I think there is a great deal 
mom sobriety in the \Vest to-day than there 
Wl:V.:; yeftrS rLgo. 

The HO).IE SECRETARY : I hfwe no 
doubt about it, bec:mse the nmnber of men one 
meets at the preoent day in the condition I have 
mentioned is comparatively small. 

Mr. BowMAN: It is fast dis~ppearing. 

The HO:>IE SECRETARY: As the condi­
tions disap[Jear, su undonbtedly will disappear 
the number of men who, in the off period~having 
spent their money in the W<'Y I mentioned~are 
compelled to walk about from one station +,o 
another be~ging food to carry thern on. I wa~ 
told that I would be meo practically at every 
place in the \Vest by deputations from men who 
had no work and were unable to obtain work. I 
put this question at diff"rent plac's that I visited, 
and was told that a deputation would meet me,. 
first at TbargomindaC, secondly at Charleville. 



Address in Reply. L22 JULY.] .Address in Reply. 371 

A deputation did meet me at Cunnamulla just a 
few moments before the departure of the train 
in which I was returning to Brisbane. The 
clerk who accompanied me, and who was taking 
notes for me, counted the number who were on 
the platform in the deputation. He counted 
twenty. 

Mr. BowMAN : Oh, bunkum ! 

The HO:YIE SECRETARY: He counted 
twenty; I counted fifteen. However, I do not 
propose to rely upon what I thought I had 
seen. I was determined to get at the bottom of 
this, and I wrote to JY1r. Dorsey, the acting 
clerk of petty sessinns, who has charge of the 
Labour Bureau at Cunnn,mulla, to report, n,nd 
this is his report--

Yonr telegram of lOth inst., wherein you require me 
to report, on the unemploy:.'d in tbis district, and, 
secondly, as to whether members of the deputation 
which met the :l'Iinister for \Vorks when here recently, 
were bonr~.,Jide unemployed, is duly to hand, 

To gain what may be considered as reliable an in~ 
sight into the question of unemployment in the Cunna,~ 
mullR district as possible, I referred to the following 
various sources :-

1. To my I.~abrmr Bureau register, and I find there 
has not been one sing'le application in answer to the 
large posters exhibited at this office, and also at the 
railway station, requesting those seeking work w apply 
to me. 

2. I have consulted :Jfr G. H. Beardmore, of "l'Iessr.s. 
Story and Co., who do business as agents for a great 
number of the pastoralists here. and he (:vir. Beardmore) 
informs me that only within the last few weeks have 
any applications been made to him by station workers 
for employment, the numbers and vocations of whom 
were about twelve to fifteen rouseabouts, and some four 
fencers. 

Mr. \Voous : What were the wages? 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 

The HO~IE SECRETARY: That is not the 
question at the present time. I am just quoting 
the report which I received. The report goes 
on-

I learn the 1irst-namcd class of men were men who 
had recently knocked down their etleques, ·which they 
had earned at various woolsl:eds, and the balance were 
men of" a nomadic character, who had arrived from .Sew 
South "''Tales, via Bourke. 

Tlle men \Vhom :J.Ir. Beardmore denominated as 
fencers were the only real residen t.s of the districts, and 
only witllin the la::'it week have the latter,_given any 
evidence of want of employment. 

3. The next souree I applied to was the sergeant of 
police here, and he, after referring to hi::i hooks, informs 
me tha.t during the last twelve lnonths the number of 
ra iions i~sued b.; the police to travellers who have 
applied, and those ca.mpert in the vicinity of the 
tmvn, luwe been twenty-four; and for the first 
(lUarLer oE the preser1t year only four persons have 
come to llim for orders foe rations. 'l'hi:', in face of the 
fact tllat lt lS perfectly well known to \Vorking men 
travellmb looking for work that,, 1vhen they are with­
out means, they simply have to H 1Jply to the police, 
and they will then obtain an order on vnc of' the store­
kee!Jers, when their \Y~mt:::; will be attended tn, will, I 
think it will be considered, go tru· to lli,::,prove the 
statement of there being nu employed in this dh;trict to 
any marked degree, H at all. As to tlJe so-c:lllod 
deputation tllat waited on th,, }finister fol' \Yorks, 
the police ta.ve kindly a~ .. isted me as to the bona 
.fides of the persons who composerl the deputaLon 
and, after their making inttniric", they tell m that 
they hayc asemta.iued that there were about t\Vt.nty 
men who :-;poke to the l\1in1sler. The spokesman of the 
party w:1s a man named \~uirk, who had been workin;! on 
sereralt)f ~he p(l'1i.oral properties recently, and another 
was a wan who luui bee'\ eonvi~ted several times 
during the last six months for obseene l:mguage and 
disorderly conctnot, and others were travellers from 
Bourke and other towns in New South Vrales. 

Trusting you will consider this report snffieient. 

:Mr. BoworAN : You will never get a job at 
counting sheep if you say there were only twenty 
men on that platJorm. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Now, that re­
port practically embodies Lhe whole of my 
own observations in \Vestern Qneensland, 
which are these-that if a man is prepared and 
willing to work, the work is there for him. If 

those men whn, for a portion of the 
[7 p. m.l year, are walking about in a state of 

unemployment, could be ke[Jt from 
the curse of the worker-the drink-their posi­
tion would be so improved that during the period 
which exists between the se-asons they would be 
in a position, with what they have e»rned, tl> 
live comfortably and improve their condition. 

Mr. CoYNE: Do you think a man with £1 a 
week c~n keep a family and spend money in 
drink? 

Tbe HOME SECRBTARY: The hon. mem­
ber interjects concerning a man with £1 a week. 
My experience in the \Vest is that it is impossible 
to obtain the services of a man for .£1 a week. 

Mr. CoYNE: \Vhat about the indented immi­
grants? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The indented 
immigrants are receiving a certain rate of pay 
for a certain time, in accordance with the average 
rate of wages paid in the district and sanctioned 
by the Commonwealth. During that time they 
are obtaining the necessary experience of colonial 
life, with which, if they take ad vantage of it, 
they will be able to obtain top wages at the end 
of the agreement. That is the position from my 
own observation of the conditions in the \Vest, 
and I am very glad to have had the opportunity 
afforded me of giving the information which I 
obtained to this House, and through this House 
to the electors of Queensland, who are not 
acquainted with the state of affairs which exists 
in the great \Vestern portion of our State--that 
portion which has so many possibilities before it. 

Mr. COYNE: I will give you my version later 
on. 

The HOMB SJ~CRETARY: I am sorry to 
have occupied so much time in replying to the· 
remarks which fell from the hon. member for 
Bulloo, but there is a certain matter which he 
mentioned that in my opinion had to be replied 
to, and I am very glad the opportunity was 
afforded to me of giving the House some of the 
experiences which I gained from my visit to the 
\Vest. Now, there is only one other matter that 
I wish to mention irr connection with the remarks 
which fell from the bun. rnemLer. and that is in 
relat-ion to the conditions under which land 
may be procured. It is as well that the electors. 
of this St"te should know that, so far as the 
pastoral lessees are concerned, their rents are 
decided by the Land Court, an authority over 
which no Minis!er ha~ auy control-a Ccmrt 
which has been placed above the authority of 
any Ministry. The court has the ]Jower, whether 
the administrative head thinks the rent sufficient 
or not, to fix the rent" for pastnral holdings. I 
quite agree that it is a position which should not 
exist, uut it does exist. 

The SBCRllTAI\Y "'OR PcBLIO LANDS: The 
leases exist. 

The HOME SECRETARY : That is the 
trouble. 

Mr. BO\niAN: And the anomalies exist, out of 
all proportion. 

The H0:\1E SECRETAH,Y: That is so. I 
ventnfe to say th,,t if the matter were in the hands 
of my colleague, the Minister for Lands, a very· 
much larger amount would have to be paid by 
pastoral lessee' than they pay at the present 
time. However, that is a matter which rests with 
the House to consider--whether an authority 
shall continue, which-over the head of the· 
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administrative branch, and over the head of the 
Government. of the State-is authorised to fix 
rates that. undoubtedly in many instances are 
lower th·"' they should be in the interests of 
the peop'e of the State. 

Mr. CoYNE : The law has fixed the power of 
the Land Court. 

'rhe HOME SECRETARY: So far as the 
tender system is concerned, I confess that I 
think it is an admirable one. It is a far better 
one than the b~tllot system. Possibly something 
might be devised-! do not know tLat it has been 
yet-whereby a better system than either the 
ballot systBm or the tender system might be 
evolved. Bat where a man is prepared to pay 
down a certain amount, because be is determined 
to get a certain piece of land over the head of 
other men, I rlo not see that he deserves any 
relief when, n,fter having obtained it, he comes 
crying for a reduction of the rent. 

Mr. BOWMAN: Don't you think a man with a 
1ong purse has an ad vantage over a man with a 
small one? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Unfortunately, 
that is the condition of society, and I venture to 
say that we will be very grey before we can 
improve it. 

Mr. Co¥Nil: You could abolish the tender 
system. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Hon. members 
must recollect that the man who is prepared to 
reside upon tbe grazing selection gets priority. 

The SEcmcTARY FOR PcnLIC LAxns : At the 
lower rent. If the homesteader tenders !,d., 
and the grazing farmer 3d., the homesteader g'ets 
it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It is in the 
hands of the man w bo wished to get the selection. 
\Vith the man who is not prepared to rlo that, 
but in his anxiety to obtain a certain piece of 
land is prepared to make a high bid, I have no 
consideration. \Vhy should we have? )\_s the 
leader of the Opposition observes, it is the man 
with the long purse who is invariably not pre­
pared to reside on the selection, and I do not see 
why, either from this side or from that side of 
the House, he should recei ,.e any consideration. 
However, that is the position as it exists at the 
present time. 

The PREmER : The man who is prepared to 
reside has the advantage. 

Mr. CoYNE: He gets a dummy to reside on it. 

The HOME SECRETARY : He cannot get 
a dummy to reside on it, and should not be per· 
mitted to do o;o. If he puts a durnrny on the 
land, the selection should be forfeited, because 
the man who bona fide is prepared to reside on 
the land, and thereby gets it above all others, 
should certainly be considered, and any Govern­
ment who insists upon that should receive the 
support of both sides of the House. We should 
insist that the selector c>Lrries out the c mdition 
of residence on the piece of land for which he has 
received priority. Now, I have endeavoured to 
deal with every matter mentioned by the hon. 
mem,ber for Bulloo, who preceded me. In 
connection with the Maryvale land, as my 
colleague, the Secretary for Public Lands, has 
alre,dy spoken, I may point out this: It is 
only a fair thing that where the State re­
purchased land for the purpuse of close settle­
ment, they should be recouped the , cost of 
the repurchase. I venture to say that in no 
other State of the Commonwealth nor in the 
Dominion of New Zealand is it possible to 
obtain land of the quality that is obtainable in 
the State of Queensland for the small amount of 
money and favourable conditi<ms of payment 
that exist here. I challenge any member of this 
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House to show that in any other State the con­
ditions are better for the acquirement of the 
Crown lands of the State or the bnds that have 
been repurchased for the purpose of closer settle­
nlent .. 

Mr. BmHIAX: The L'tnd Monopoly Tax Bill, 
which was introduced by the Premier in 1905, 
would have harl "'much more beneficial effect in 
giving cheap land than the repurchasing of 
estates. 

The HOME SECRETARY: In reply to the 
interjection of the leader of the Opposition, I 
confess that there is a great deal in that Land 
Monopoly Tax Bill, and I am glad that the hon. 
member hn given credit to the Premier for the 
introduction of that measure. 

Mr. Bow~L~:-1: And also a certain amount of 
discredit, because he would not put it through 
the House. 

The HOl\IE SECRETARY: No man could 
have fought more for those two measures which 
were introduced than did the Premier during the 
time that he endeavonred to make them law. 

The PRE)!IER : U nfortnnately the Labour 
party had not got enough sense. 

Mr. l\IANN: You were not game to go on with 
it, as we could have passed it. 

The HO:\TE SECRETARY: It is all very 
well for the hon. gentleman to be wise after the 
event. I once more thank the leader of the Oppo­

,sition .for the credit which he has given to the 
Premier for attempting to bring in a measure 
which I say myself was a measure which 
de·"erved the moRt fa\'ourable consideration in 
connection with the lands of this State. 

Mr. BOWliiAX: It is a pity you did not put it 
on your programme in the Lieutenant-Governor's 
Speech. 

The PREli!IER: \\'bat difference w:mld that 
make? 

Mr. BOWlllAN: You know what difference it 
would n.ake. 

Mr. l\IANN : The Secretary for Lands was 
again't the Land Monopoly Tax Bill. 

'rbe SPEAKER: Orrler, order! 
The HOJ\1E SECRETARY: I hope I have 

not wearied members of this House with devot­
jng so rnuch time in discussing that portion of 
Queensland which is called "the Bulloo," but to 
myself it was a most interesting portion of the 
State. The problems there were so interesting, 
and the conditions were so interesting, that I 
believe t.lwse electors of Queensland who read the 
pages of I:lansard- and I believe .1 considerable 
number of th,m do so-will receive information 
of which they were heretofur'3 not aware. In 
connection with the spc,ech ~~ the leader of the 
Opposition in support of the motion of want of 
confidFnce, I must confess that on the strength of 
it, and on the forcefulness of it, I cannot compli­
ment him. I must conft ss that, accustomed as 
I have been to hear him discourse upon political 
matters, he was positively weak upon this par­
ticular occa~ion. But while I cannot compliment 
him in connection with that, I must confess that 
I feel impelled to compliment him upon his 
moderation. 

GovER:>liJENT :\!EMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
J\1r. Bow~IAN ' Gond old moderation. 
The HO:\'lE SECRETARY: Good old 

moderation, "" the hon. member obsPrves. 
(Laughter.) The moderation of the hon. gentle­
man's 'peech, and the absence of vilification 
from it, I think conclusively prove,d that he 
realises the importance and dignity of the 
position which he holds as leader of the Consti­
tutional Opposition. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 
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Mr. i'<IA:'\:'\: Good old word "con~titutional." 

The H0:\1E SECltETARY: In his address 
by which he snpported the contention that this 
Government had not the confidence of the 
House, and consequently the country, be did 
not in any way in die ;te a policy w hi eh was 
superior to the prog-ressive and democratic policy 
which has been placed in the Address by this 
Government. 

Mr. BmniAN: \Ye will give your our policy 
when we get there. 

Mr. :l.IA:'\N interjected. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: I do not wish to 
be personal with the hon. member for Cairns, 
but I must confess that, if he continue.> his 
sen··eless interjecti<Jns, I will probably have 
to say something I won't like and he won't like. 
The leader nf the Orp"sition, in his speech, did 
not show that there lmrl been any faults in the 
administration of the different departments by 
the pres.•nt Government. He did not shuw that 
in the administration there had been any laxity 
on the p'rt of the present Administration. Kor 
did he show or indicate in any way that in the 
administration of that Jegi,Jation which had been 
claimed by the L~bour party as being their 
special production --

Mr. Bow~IAN: And rightly so. 

The HO:\II~ SECRETARY: AlthoughcJ.rried 
into law by the head of this Government-he did 
not show that in the administration of that legis­
lation, which only came into force a few months 
ago, there bad been any failure to carry ont the 
democmtic spirit which mn through it, and with­
out which it wonlcluot have been a success. Of 
course the natural a.ssumvtion i:-; that the cnlnur­
lessness of that speech was a matter of indiffer­
ence, became I think we may fairly assume that 
whatever argurnent this Governn1ent brought for­
ward, whatever their admmistration bad been, 
however democratic the legislation was-had it 
even been socialislic-w hatPver their administra­
tion wa~~ still, as it was not in the progran1111e of the 
leader of the Ovposition, and as it was not in the 
arlmini.3tration of the leader of the Opposition, 
that in itself m~de it barl, anrl the Government 
who brought down that progrmnme was un~ 
worthy of the confidence of the people. 

J'IIr. BmnrAK: \Ve jurlge you by ynur past. 

The HOME SECRET t\J:i,Y: I suppose that 
was the reason why the hon. gentleman did not 
consider it nece,sary to make his speech such a 
speech as would in itself have convinced thi.' 
Hume and the electors of the State that his 
proposition was a correct one. 

i\Ir. CoYNE: The guilt of the Government was 
too obviouR. 

The HO:VIE SECRETARY: There is the 
hon. momber for \Varrego again. (Laughter.) 
I include the hon. genr.leman-and he may 
assume that henceforth-I include him with the 
party wilh which be now sits. 

Mr. KERR interjected. 

The HOME SECRETARY: There is the 
hon. member for Barcoo again. I suppose as 
he sits there and contempbtes the Treasury 
benches, of which he was ench an ornament, he 
misses them, and he likes his little voice to be 
heard occasionally. 

i\fr. BOW1IAN : Your chief thought he was an 
ornament. 

The HO::VIE SECRETARY: I have already 
asked the indulgence of hon. members on account 
of having a cold. I would like to reply to every 
interjection, and I can only ask hon. members 
to interject sufficiently loudly for me to hear 
what they say. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I hope the hon. 
member will refrain from making an invitation 
of that kind. It is clearly my duty, according 
to our Standing Orders and the practice of Par­
liament, to do evo<"ything in my power to dis­
countenance interjections; and I hope the House 
will c.upport me in doing· so. 

HoNOURABLE ME}IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The HOi\LE SECEETARY: Let us contrast 
for a moment the vlatform which the leader of 
the Opr,osition represent' with the policy placed 
before the country by the present Administra­
tion. And in that respect I am very glad that 
so dbtinguished a meinber-I do not say it in a 
tone of sarcasm-so intellectual a member uf the 
party as the hnn. member for Clermont-gave ns 
such a clear expo.-itinn of the platform and the 
objective of the Socialistic party. It reminded 
Ine in a senE·"-I think it was J\Iacan]ay who 
spc>ke of it-of a certain manife,to issued by the 
Pretender, who, aft~r Le.ing driven frt)Tl1 the 
throne of Great Britain, was anxious to get back 
again. He is·ued a certain manifestu--

2'-Ir. l\IASN interjected. 

The HO:l.'lE SECRETARY: I h.1pe that in 
bringing this knowledge to the hon. member for 
Cairns he will ende~vom to think. The Pre­
tender issued different manifestops ; but there 
was one-I believe it was the last nne-which 
was of such a character that the party on the 
other side considered it good enough to print it 
and circulate it as showing the strength of their 
position. Auol I venture to say that the speech 
of the hon. member for Cle•mont, de!ining 
clearly as it does the pla• form, the objccti ve, and 
the method by which that objective may be. 
reached, is the best answer that '\\-e on this 
side nf the House can give to the ·socialistic 
doctrines which hon. gentlemen opposite would 
like to see become law in the State of Queensland. 

Mr. CoY NE: In what way? 

'l'he HO:'\IE SECRETAHY: In the way of 
carrying it into effect. And \V hat is the Inean­
ing of arriving at that objective 1 Tlw hon. 
gentleman clearly defined the f'Osition of the 
party o:T>Osite, which was that it w~s a class 
party. 

::\Ir. LESIXA: A first·class party ! 

The HOME SECRETARY: In deference to 
the hon. member, '"" will call it a first-class 
party. 

Mr. LESI:'\A: And as a consequence the party 
over there is the second·class p><rty. (Opposition 
laughter.) 

'The HOME SECRETARY: I may assume 
that the hon. gentleman implies that it is the 
dr<'s' circle. (Government laughter.) I did not 
understand the Premier the other night when he 
spoke of addressing the dress circle. I under­
stand it now, and I apologise to the Premier for 
misunderstanding him. The hon. member for 
Clermont informs us that the party opposite is 
the first-cla·~s party, and consequently it is the 
dress circle party in this House. (Laughter.) 
That party, "ccordiPg to . the hoJ?._ n;ember for 
Clermont has for its obJect leg1sJatwn for one 
p:trticula; party ; an'l it is al,,o its object that 
that p.lrticular party shall have the gover'?ment, 
the legislation for, and the admmtstratwn of, 
all the parties in the State. \Ve have that clearly 
indicated and defined as the policy of those 
hon. members who sit on that side of the House 
who have signed the platform, and those of 
them who are supporting- and are prepared 
tosnpport the party and their platform. ~ow 
we have the position clear. As the hon. 
member stated, the first-clas'< party are pre­
pared to assist those hon. members who are 
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sitting on the cross benches, as they decide, I 
assume, to occupy the Treasury benches wholly 
and solely, but on the condition that in black 
and white there is an agreement that they c.ury 
out the policy of the Socialistic party. It is well 
that this House, and, through this House, the 
elec' ors of the State, should clearly realise the 
position of the gentlemen sitting- on the Oppooi­
tion benches, anrl of th gentlemen who are 
8itting on the OpiJosition cross benches. I 
assume that the gentlemen sitting on those 
benches are honest ; and if they continue to 
sit there they will acquiesce in the proposi­
tion advanced by the hon. member for Uler­
mont. J<'m thermore, we are informed that 
should the leader of the Labour party, in the 
event of the vote being adverse to this side of 
the House-in the event of that h<m. gentleman 
acceptit1g a Commission to forrn a Government, 
his party will hold a majority of the portfolios in 
that Government. 

Mr. Bow~!AN : 'iVho informed you th<Lt? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber for Clermont. 

:\Ir. LESINA: I did not say that. I said our 
constitution provides that we will enter into no 
alliance unless we have a majority of the port­
folios. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: Well, I assnme 
that the hon. members will carry out their con­
stitution. I assume that they are honest. 

Mr. LESINA: If we do not, the organisations 
will call us to account. 

The PHEMIER: It is purely an assumption. 

The HO :VIE SECRETARY: I am not going 
to say anything a Lout (hat; but I am willing to 
assume that the bon. members are honest, and 

that they will carry out their con-
[7.80 p.m.] '--titution, which prol-ides that they 

must hold a m1jority of the port­
folios in any Administration formed by the 
leader nf the Oppo-itinn. That being so, it fol­
lows als,, t h't all m~mbers sit Ling on that side 
will suppnrt them. 

Mr. KENNA: State socialists. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: I have several 
hon. members to deal with, bnt I am quite pre­
pared to deal with thn,t hon. member, too, if he 
wishe::; n1e to do f'O, Thi,c;: iR an in1p··rtant matter, 
and it should be debatEd in all serinu~ne;;:s. From 
my point of view-" hether that point of view be 
right or wrong-it i~ itnpnrtant becau~c it 1narks 
out the line of demarcation whicb exists in this 
House and in the conntry between hon. ntembers 
sitting un that side and hon. members who 
OCCll!JY coat" on the'e betJches. It is right that 
the electors of the State should have the position 
clearly defined to them-that, following out the 
constitul ion of the party npptl~ite, however a 
Government may be formed by the leader of the 
Oppcsitir•n, th<"ir objective must be carried ont 
by all members O[l[JC"ite, whrthr-r they are in 
that Administration or whether they are 8U!Jport­
ing that AdlTlinistratioll. 

i\Ir. KENNA: \Vhat are Y''" trying to prove? 
The SPEAKER: Order, order! 

The HO:\IE S:F;CRETARY: I am simply 
endeavonrmg to prove-and I arn very sorry if 
hon. rnembers are too dense tu understand 
me--

The SPEAKER : I hop- the hon. member 
will nut nl)tice interjec.:tions, but will continue 
the course of his argument. 

The HO :VU~ SECRETARY: My misfortune 
is that I only hear part of the interjecti .. ns 
owin;: to my temporary infirmity. I think it is 
on] y right that the position should he clearly 
defined, and that hon. members sitting on that 
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side of the House, who are either supported 
by the Socialist party or take part with the 
Socialist party in the formation of an Adminis­
tration, if the constitution of the Socialist party 
is carried out, are bound to carry out that legis­
latio•l and that admini>-tration which makes 
freehold property impo"sible by th~ imposition 
of a land tax-that they will impose such a land 
tax as practically to deprive the present owners 
of land of the whole of their interest and title in 
their land. I am taking the course which the 
de fncto 1 arty in England t .. ok with respect to 
the last manifesto issued by the Pretender, and 
I think that is the best, the fairest, and the most 
intellectnal way of placing the position of the 
leader of tbtl Oppositi<•n alirl the party opposite 
before the electors of the State of Queensland. 

Mr. BmnrAN : The electors of Queensland 
would like Y'lllr definition of a State 'ocialist. 

The HO:\m SECRET"\RY: I am quite pre­
pared to give my dttinition ,,f a State socialist, 
and I pro1 me to rlo so before I sit down, ue­
canse it appe~"" tbrtt a number of hon. members 
in this Hr•U'e do not know the distinction that 
exists between a socialist and a State socialist. 
\Ne ha1e l>een toid t~ at the objective nf the 
Labour party is the nationali•ation of all the 
tnean~ nf pro(luction and the ~ourccs of '\Vealth. 

:Mr. BOWliiAN: By what means? 

The HO :HE SECRETARY: By means of a 
land tax, in .the first instance. 

l\Ir. BO\DIAN: You don't know the objective. 

The HO::\IE SECRET AllY: It. was clearly 
admitted by the hrrn. member for Ulerrnont that 
the first step in bringing about the objective was 
the irnpositinn of a land tax. 

Mr. LEbiNA : A land Vf\lue tax. 

The HO;\U; SEOHETARY: I trust hon. 
n1e1nber~1 :.1re not going to recede frmn the posi~ 
t1on ttwy have tn,ken up, becau~e they r~present 
the one party who,,e objective has been 80 clurly 
dAfined. Every n1emher whu h·1,s spoken on 
that ;-ide has preccically claimed to represent 
the men who are not errllJlnyer~-the men whu 
depend upon tbe W<ll'(es which they earn for their 
daily susrenance; and the ai1n of hon. n:embers 
OlJposite is to get at the rrH'n who have risen 
to become the employers d labour and the 
owners of freeh;:,ld land in the State~ however 
small their holdings may be. 

Mr. LESixA: \Ve want to tax monopolists. 

The RO:\IE SECRETARY: It i< all Yery 
well for hon. tneinlwx~, who fear, \VlJen the 
position is ck:H!y defined for the electors--

Mr. BAlmEH: They knew it years ag-o. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am not allud­
ing to hon. members opjwsite, because they are 
honest. As the leader of the Opposition k11rnv ', 
I lmve neYer hesitated to say that I have no 
feud with the I"abour pilrtv, bec>tnse they are 
honest. They :,~-ate plainly, "\Ve are ,:;;nciali~ts. 
\Ve pronose to t<rke from the man that has what 
he has." 

Mr. LESINA: \Ve eo not. 

The HO :'liE SECRETARY: ::\Iy understand­
ing may not he clr,ar at Bll times; bnt, so far as 
I can learn, their propoeition i,, hy a I n1<l valne 
tax, to deprhe the owners of freehold bnd of 
that land. 

l\Ir. LESixA: So--of the Yalue of that land. 

The I-IOME SEClt:ETARY: Surely that is a 
distinction without a differdiCe. 

Mr. LESINA: They have no right to the Yalue 
-the community mal<es it. 

The HOI\LE SECRETARY: I am thankful 
to the hon. member for assisting me. They 
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"propose to bke away the value. I would be glad 
to know what is the value of the land to th8 man 
who has sweated for it. 

Mr. BOW)!AN: Its producing capacity. 

The H0:\1B SECRETARY: Whflt is the 
value of the land to him, if the value of the bnd 
is taxed from him '? 

Mr. BARBEH: Its use purpose','· 

The HO:YIE SECRETARY: What is its 
value to him when he has to ]•ay "lm·ger amount 
than he would have to pay under any other con­
ditions? I venture to s1y that all tho'e who cere 
interested in freehold land, howev·er Hmall their 
holdings may be, will fail to ~ee the subtle dis­
tinction which has been drawn by hon. members 
opuos-itP. Ho,vever, as I was observing, I have 
no' quarrel with hon. members opposite. It is 
their busines', if they are honest, to carry out 
the purpose for which they were placed in the 
positions they now occupy. And if they can 
gain and hold the government of the State, I 
have nothing to sav against their doing so, 
because then they will represent the majority of 
the people of the State, and, "' we all know, the 
majority mmt rule under any and all comli­
tions. "Bnt let us make clear the position of 
those hon. members who apparently do not like 
the people of the State to know the policy 
they are prepared to support, provided they 
,D>n gain something they have not got alr~ad:l:'· 
That is the whole position, 3,nd all I de"re IS 
to make clear the line of demarcation which 
exists between the p>trty on this side of the 
House and the party on the other side of t.be 
House. I do not know bv what name they 
should be c_tlled, but it has b2en sug,w;ted to 
me that they might he called "the dependent 
party," after the clear and explicit state· 
ment which has been rna•le by the hon. member 
for Clermont as to the P•'sition that the party of 
whieh he iB a rr1en1Ler intend to take'' up, and 
have embodied in black anrl white, should they 
be able t•J control the government of this Scate. 
Every mjlmber of the Labrmr pMty has l <\en 
perfectly honest HO fa.r as the advocacy of a land 
tax i::; con ·,;erned. 

::\Ir. LESINA: \Ve have never hidden our hand. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: Th" hon. mem· 
ber ex•ctly expres,ws my opinion of the party­
they have never hidden their· hand. They come 
out and fight in the open, \Ve know their o~j>c· 
ti ve, and we kno'v the reasons for their 1)bjecLi ve, 
n.nd, alr hough we H11y no~ agrc~ with them, we 
can at Je,lst respect them for their honesty. \Ve, 
on this side of the HousP, have ende<wonred to 
put forward an equally hone;t policy. 

::\Ir. K;;NNA : They c.wnot respect you for your 
honesty, though. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

ThE HO:YIE SECltETARY: I must confess 
tha', while I httve no ob.iection to a certain class 
of interjections, I do n<>t consider an interjection 
such as that which has come from the hem. mem­
ber for Bowen worthy of reply, bec,HJoe I feel 
satisfied that the bun. member knew that he 
stated what in his heart he did not believe to he 
a fa cL. \V e on our side of the House have 
entleavoured to rnake onr policy clear and 
definite as the policy of hrnr. mcrnbe'" who are 
sitting immediately opposite to 11s. \Ve have 
endeavoured to mlke it abundantly cle .r that 
we are not in favonr of the policy which they 
aclvoc><te. Hon. members opr:o ite have been 
honest enough to say that they are oppc•,ed to fill 

i1nn1igration 8cheme whereby this country 1nay 
be populated by white people. 

l\Ir. Bowli!AN: \V e have not said that at all. 

The HO;}'lE SECRETARY: They have 
been honest enough to endeavour to cut d,"vn 
the appropriation propos~d by the Goverm?ent 
for the purpose of carrymg out thmr nmmgra· 
tion scheme. They hove been hrmest 111 that. 

::\Ir. ~1ANN: That is more than you have been. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

The HO:\lE SBCRETARY: The hon. mem· 
her is prob~bly thinking of those poor coloured 
men whose blood, he s.cid, er admitted, had 
fertilised the ground in his own district. 

Mr. ::YIANN: Didn't you find e:nployment for 
them? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Ko. 
::\1r. :YIANN: Well, your wife. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

The HOME SECI:tETARY: The hon. mem­
ber knows that the interjec~ion which he has 
jnst made is not true. 'rhe ~on. member knows 
that no member c.f my family was ever found 
employing kanakas or other coloured men, and 
the hon. member who prompted the interjection 
also knows that it was not correct. 

Mr. KE!\iNA: \Vhat was it? 

The SPEAKER : Order! 
The HO;}lB SECRE'l'ARY: We know that 

the policy which must bind tbos: hon. members 
who are associated with the Socialist party, but 
who ha ye not signed the platform, is a pohcy 
which will restrict the immigration ]JO!icy which 
we propOSP, and which we consider is ah::olutely 
neces.,ary for the advancement and development 
of this grt".Jt State. It is,.]] ve;y ;vell for those 
hon. members to talk ab .. nt lJnngmg thousands 
of immigrants into this St~,te every week, but 
they will be unable to do It. If they are not 
decni\"inD' themselves in thiS matter, they are at 
least end'ea-vunring to deceive the elector'3 of the 
S:ate because under the conditions by which 
they 'are striving- to c,htain prJ~~ession of the 
administrati<>n of the affairs of the State, they 
are a:' much hound by the platform of the Lctbour 
party as the Labour p.trty them.selves, Wh1.le the 
L:::tbour party e •ntinue to be 111 a maJonty on 
that side-of the Hon·e. They are bound, as the 
hon. member for C!ermont 1 as clearly put it, to 
observe every plank in the platform of the Socia­
list party. 

l\Ir. KE!\iNA: Doe' that not apply on that side, 
too? 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY: Those hon. 
members ptate of what they will do-'~ they" 
will do--but they bave got to reckon w1th the 
ma ters-I U8e tlw word in the sense in which it 
was used in the obsen at ions of the hon. member 
for Clermont-thev have got t0 reckon with the 
masters who hold the reins arcd apply the whip. 

::\Ir. LEST~.,: And your ma~ters. 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY: We undoubtedly 
have to look to our maste1 s jnst as much as mem­
bers of the Socialist party look to their masters, 
and are bound to obev our roasters. \Ve are 
bnund to ob•.>Y the rn<1~ters who sent us here for 
the purpo,-;e of carrying out the policy which \Ve 

ha Ye placed before this Hnnse and the ]Jellple of 
the State. A great de~! has been said about the 
rtason.-. why c~rtain hou. rnemherR left th1s t-lde 
of the Hou:-:;e, and are r,o ... v seated on the oth~r 
side. In whatever rernarkB l make on thts 
111 ,1tter I desire 1 o sav nothi11g of a pernonal 
nature or character. :Bnt oft.timeB it is neces~ 
Eary tha.t a speaker should S•tY. somethin~ which 
may grate on ancl hurt the. feelmgs of hon. mem­
bers who are sitting opp(JSile to b1m. I can only 
ask hem. membcl'S on this occasion to 1JelieYe that 
whar.,,ver I may say will be said with regret. 

Hon. Jl. G. Appel.] 
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I do not intend to indulge in ancient history-to 
speak of events that took place months ago, aye, 
years ago, or events that took place on a former 
occ~sion when an attempt was Inade to forn1 a 
union of the two parties who snb>equently 
formed a union. I only propose to speak of <vhat 
is within my own knowledge-of the reas.ms and 
the causes for the union, And, without desiring 
to be personal, I may say this concerning myself: 
that on both occa,ions when I was before my 
electors I cle:orly laid down to them that the 
only thing that was possible, from my point of 
view, to make for the progress and advance­
ment of the Btatc was a union of the two 
parties who were not extreini3h•, and \vho yet 
held progressive dernrcratic views. I took that 
position up when I was opposed by the can­
diJiite who had been placed to cnntest the 
election with me by the pre.qent leader of 
the Government of wl,ich I am a nwmter. 
And, furthermore, I might mention thie, be­
cau~e it 'vill crop np again: On every occasion 
1 tuld Iny eh.:cturs that, so far as a 1-,rade Dis~ 
putes Bill WRH concerned, I w'"' prepared to give 
a Bill of that description my support. I clearly 
explained ihe object and 1~urport of a 'l'rade Dis­
putes Bill, and to-day I eay the same thing. 
l\Iy electorR are aware that I advucated it, and 
they plat·•d me here for the purpose of endea­
vouring to get a Trade Dispute_. Bill placed on 
the otatute-book. 

l\Ir. LESI!'A : :Members on the Go.-ernment 
cross benches o 11ject to that. 

The HOME SECRETARY : I mention this 
inciuentally in reference to what tol'k place so 
far aq I was concerned prior to the uuion which 
took place betwfc>n the two parties who are now 
sitting, with a few exceptions, on this side of the 
House. I had the pleasure of v.isiting :he 
Northern parts of the State, and during that 
v.isit had the opportunity of speaking in public 
on tbree o~casiuns, v hen I, 111 cmnmon with 
other bon. members, who are not oitting with 
us now-being at that time the only member of 
the Opposition party present wit.h the GoYern­
ment party- I advocated a union of lhe two 
parties, which would make for the ad,·nnce­
ment and progre"s of 1 he State. At the joint 
meeting of the two partie,, which was held after 
the individual partie< had decided that the union 
was necessary, with one exception, and that only 
in connection with one portion of the programme, 
every member of that united p :rty decided to 
support every item of what is known as the 
"Rockhampton Programme" which had not up 
to that time become the law of the State. The 
one exception was the hon. member for Fassifern, 
and the one portion wa< the Trade Dispute.,; 
Bill. The hon. member said at that meeting 
that he was prepared to wpport all the items in 
the Rockhampton programme, with that one 
exception. 

Mr. LESINA: He is the only member in the 
House who objects to a Trade Disputes Bill. 

The HOJ\IE SECRETARY: What is the 
position of that hon. men, her? I speak of that 
hon. u.ember with the greate,t regret, because 
he is a man with whom l have been on terms of 
personal friendship-a man whose abilities I 
admire, a forceful man-yet to-day he is pre­
pared, without apparent reason, to support that 
party whose principal planks are a Trade Dis­
putes Bill and a measure for taxation of land 
values. 

Mr. LES!NA: The hon. member advocatfd 
that when he was first returned as a member for 
the Wide Bay electorate, 

The HO'i\1E SECRETARY: It is with re­
gret that I haYe to do it, but I think it is 

[Hon. J. G . .A ppel. 

only just that we, who consider we are represent­
ing [t certain policy, should make clear, not 
alone our policy, but should make known to 
the con,;tituents of hon. me·nbers the policy of 
the party opposite, and what the supp:>rt of 
that policy by men who were returned by those 
who do not believe in that objective, means. 
That 1s the po::;ition. I regret to say, for so1ne 
unfathomable reason-I am not going to cast any 
reflections upon hon. members by '"'ying that it 
was not a matter, so far as their politics and 
policy was concerned, whether they received a 
portfolio or not. 

Mr. LESINA : Do you think the hon. member 
for :Fassifern would support a Trade Disputes 
Bill if he got a portfolio? 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber for Clermont ha" put a very difficult pro­
pot3itinn to Illf\ I--fowever, the pol'itiun to.day is 
this: 'fhat although he i,; not prepared to "up­
port a Trade Di·.putes Bill, which is in the 
progrannnr of thiH party, yet he is prepared to 
support the progr.1IT1111e of a party on thP; other 
side which incluries, not alone a Trade D1sputes 
Bill, and, I venture to sRy, one that would make 
a Tmde Disputes Bill on the lmes of the 
English one blush; he is prepared to. support 
that party which is pledged to bring m such a 
Trade Disputes Bill, and then, as a pnrnary 
obiect on obtaining power, the irnpo~ition of a 
tax upon lrrnd values. 

!\rr. Bo\\":>IAN: Are van prepared to introduce 
a Bill on the lines of tile English Act? 

The HO'i\IE SECRETARY: I may say, 
without disclo,ing- any c~binet secrets, that the 
Trade Disputes Bill of this party will be founded 
on the English Act. (Opposition laugb~er.) It 
is all very well for hon. members on tne other 
side to bug h. They may not be in earnest, and 
unfortunatelv earnest men in this State have 
been compeiled to come to the eonclusion th~tJ 
1nuny hon. members now sitting in a cer_t.a1n 
port.ion of the Hon~e are not in curnest .. H~·w­
ever, I am in earnest, and I have no hes1tatwn 
in saying that, so far as that particular measure 
is concerned, I intend to give it my support. 

Mr. Bom\IA!': And bring it up to date? 

The HO :ME SECiiETARY: Bring it right 
up to date, I simply wish to m'.'ke clear the 

position thut is occup1ed by those 
[8 p.m.] gentlemen who were members of 

this party, and yet to-day are 
prepared to wreck 'that party which tb_ey 
endeavoured and strove to bull:! up -- wh1Ch 
they endeavoured to bring int'.' life .. N"o~, 
so far as the senior memher for IpswiCh IS 

concerned, there is no doubt as to the p~si­
tion he has taken up-it is clear and defimt<;, 
In connection with the hon. member for Fa.ssJ­
ferr:, the 1 10siUon is nut clear; we cannot under~ 
stand it. 'l'he electors of the State cannot under­
stand it. I venture to say that his own elect?rs 
-and there are many of them small men, With 
little 40 . .1nd SO acre scrub selections, which they 
have won by the ,weat of their brows, tl!e strength 
of their arms and the stoutne~s of theJr he:uts­
when they h~ar of the position he occ\1pies as 
thl'lr member, are they prepared for a policy such 
as he is bound to support? I can only say that I 
believe that their feeling will be one of regret--

l\Ir. BLUR : Not at all. 

The HOME SECRETARY: One of regret as 
to the position that their representative has 
taken up. Now, returning to the position of th_e 
senior member for Ipswich, he has made h1s 
position abundantly_ plain and. clear, and I must 
say that I respect hm1 for havmg done so, Bul> 
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it is just as well that, iu addition to what he has 
said of the reasons which induced him to take 
the ac"ion which he has done, members of this 
party should also make the position clear to 
the electors whom they represent.. Now, we 
find that the hon. gentleman did all that he could 
to bring about the union. He has told us, iu 
connection with a certain alleged constitntional 
offence, that he knew that the cry and the posi­
tion taken up by the party to which he belonged 
was a bogus one. 

i'lfr. BLAIR : In n1y opinion, yes. 

The HOME SECHETARY: Yet he stood 
by that party, he fouc;,ht for that party. \Vby, 
he came down in my own electorate, and at 
Southport be eulogised the Premier, and advised 
my electors to place in this House as their 
representative a member who would support the 
policy of the Premier. That was the policy 
which he himself supported, and strove to cori­
vince my electors at Southport was the only 
one which made for the ad vancernent, develop­
ment, and benefit of the people of the State. 

1\Ir. BLAII\ : I was a colleague of the Premier 
at that time. 

The ROME SECRETARY: I am quite will­
ing tl• qrH•te what the hon. member has said. 
I am end ea vonring to give as m otr as can be 
what he said. 

1\Ir. BLAII\ : Quote it. 

The HOl\II~ SECRETARY: My regret in 
connection with the hon gentleman is this-I 
believe that he cannot be happy in it. 

1\fr. BLAIR: Cheer np ! 

The HO~IE SECRETARY: You, 1\Ir. 
Speaker, are aware how at the time he was re­
garded as the most amiable member of this House. 
(Hear, hear !) In fttct, I dar,, say if the hon. 
member for Herbert was de,cribing him he would 
have referred tu him as the amiable curled darling 
of society. (Laughter.) lleally, he was a most 
amiable man. 

:Mr. BLAIR: I hope be has not lost the quality. 

The HOME SECRET AllY: I dare say hon. 
members will remember how the hon. member 
lectured them. He said, speaking in the House 
on the 21st June, 1904-

1 am one of those who believe tb.at nothing is gained 
by personal nttack. I believe the cau~e of those \vho 
adopt methods of that kind is considerably weakened. 
It proYes conclusi...-ely that the canse whieh has to relj. 
upon m ·thods of that l\ind, to rely on abuse-I use the 
word advisedly-is clearly a bad cause. 

:Mr. BLAIR: Do you agree with that? 
The HO~lE SECRETARY: I do. 
Mr. BLAIH : Then why go on with personal 

abu~e? 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY: I absolutely 
agree with that proposition, and I can only ven­
ture to say that, if the hon. gentleman would 
think of what he has said at that time, he would 
realise that his indulgence in personal attack 
upon that one man who has stood by him-who 
was hrs friend---

Mr. BLAIR: Stood by me! God save me from 
my friend! 

The HOME SECRETARY: Shows conclu­
sively that he has a very bad case indeed. The 
hon. gentleman, as I say, has always been honest, 
because he has claimed in thib House that he was 
entitled tn a great reward for his [Htriotic ser­
vices to his State as a member of this House and 
as the Attorney-General of the Administration. 

Mr. KERR: Throw your chest out. (Laugh 
ter.) 

The HO~LE SECRETARY: He has claimed 
that for that five year,' service the country owes 
hiw a greH.t rewn,rd -the blne ribbon of his pro~ 
fe>sion. That has been his aim, his gual, his 
object. C\1 ow he ha> admittecl, not alone in this 
House, but before Ins electoro, that he idt his 
chief, the Premier--

Mr. BLAIR: Why? 
'rhe HO~IB SECRETARY: Because he says 

that chief br ,ke hos pledge to him. 
Mr. BLAin: Exactly. 
The HO:\IE SECRETARY: Xow, what was 

the pleche '! The pledge of a judgeship! \V hat 
does the- hon. gentleman care fur the State of 
Queensland ; what did he care for the electors of 
this State? 

Mr. KEx"'A: Rnb it in. (Loughter.) 
The HOME s:ECRETARY: His objective 

was a judgf-,hip. (Oppu"ition laughter.) And 
he was e\·eu prepared to take a J)ia~rict Court 
judgeship. 

1\Ir. BLAIH: That is not so. You were chal­
lenged to produce any record at that very time. 

1\Ir. KllNC'IA: Gh·c us the minutes of the 
Cabinet. 

J,Ir. MuRPHY: Read section 7. (Laughter.) 
The HO-:\IE S_ECRETARY: I have here the 

Queen ;/mu/ 'l'imts, T11esday, 17th November. 
(Oppo . .-ition laughter.) The hon. gentle1nan 
said-

When Judge 11ansfield died he told the Cnbinet that 
the proper thing to do was to fill the vacancy. 

i\Ir. BL.UH : :Fill what vacancy ? 

The HOME Sl<:CRETARY-
An<l he also nrged his claims to the po~ition in the 
event of its: being filled. 

l\1r. BLAIR; Read. the preceding portion of 
that _,peech. There was a vacancy on the 
Supreme Court bench at thtct time. That is a 
misquotation. 

The HO~IE SECRETARY: It is all very 
'\Veil fot' the hon. mP-ruber to endtavour to get 
out of the position, but what I want to know is 
this: If he was not a candidate for that District 
Court judgeship, why did he submit hi' name 
when he placed the names of the candidates 
before the Cabinet to decide upon? 

:Mr. BLAIIl : That is not so. 
'l'he HOME SECRETARY: That is abso­

lutely correct, and the hem. gentleman knows 
that it is absolutely correct. 

Mr. Br,AIR: You know that it is not so. 
The HO~IE SECRETARY: The hon 

gentleman submitted his name with the others 
for the Cabinet to select a membet· of the pro­
fession to fill the vacancy caused by the death of 
Judge Mansfield. 

Jliir. BLAIR: You know that that is not so. 
The HOME SECRETARY: 'l'he hon. 

gentleman admitteJ, as reported in this speech 
delivered hy him in Ipswich, that the fet1ch 
which he placed before the electors of his native 
State--

1\Ir. BLAIR (Ipswich): Mr. Speaker,-1 rise 
to a point of order. Is the Hon. the Minister in 
order in repeating a statement after I have gtven 
a denial of that statement to the House? 

The SPEAKER: I think the proper course 
for the senicr member for Ipowich to follow 
would be to ask permission to make a perwnal 
explanation. 

1\Ir, BLAill: I do so now. 
The SPEAKER: It is usual if a member­

wishes to correct a statement for the hon. 

_;.lf r. Blair.] 
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member who is speal<ing to sit down, and then the 
hem. member can rise and a>k leave to make a 
per,onal explanation, 

Mr. BLAIR: \Vith your permission I would 
like to make a personal explanation. (HP w, 
hear!) The Hon. the Minisoer has said to this 
House that I wrrs a candidate for the District 
Court judgeship, and that I submitted my name 
with certain otberd to the Cabinet for that 
position. I give that the most emphatic denial 
of which I am capaule. 

::Yir. KEXXA : Hear, hear! 

1\Ir. BLAIR : I assert that there is not a 
tittle-not a scintilla of truth in the statement. 

JUr. KENNA: Hear, heccr! 

::\Ir. BLAIR: I would like to remind hon. 
members that when I spoke on this subject 
before, I made exactly the sanre statement, and 
I challenged the members who were in the 
Cabinet with me to produce any record of the 
statement that my name was ever submitted 
for this position, or evidence of any kind. 
There are members sitting on the Opp<'sition 
side of the House with me to-night who were at 
that time sitting in the Cabinet with me, and 
they know that what I say is absolutely tme. 

Mr. l'IIAX\YELL interjected. 
Interjections from Opposition members. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order ! 
Mr. l'IIAXWELL again interjected. 

Mr. J3LAIR: Are you directing this matter? 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
must address his remarks to the Chair. 

;\Ir. BLAUt: The other point I wish to rai6e 
is this: \Vben the Hon. the Minister was read­
ing that quotation from the Queensland Times, I 
asked him, in common fairnE,-;'S, to read the pre· 
cedmg portion of what I >aid, and if that is read 
it wit! be fou"cl that the vacancy to which I 
allude,! was the vacancy on the Supreme Court 
bench. If be gor,, on further he will find that 
the ad vice which I tendered at that time was 
that,''" .Tud(ie Manstield bad dird, the nnmLer 
of District Uourt jndgPs having come down frnn1 
four to thr~e, the proper thing to do was to fill 
the. Supreme Court vac~ncy, and I put in my 
clarm. I thank you forth.:_, perrnission you ha Ye 
nccorded 111e. 

0PPOSITIOX :MB}!BERS: Hear, hear! 

'l'he HO :viE SECRETARY: The personal 
exjJlMnation of the hon. member virtually 
amounted to a speech. "\ nyhow, I spoke of 
facts. 

:Mr. J. M. HcXTER: Your facts are not worth 
much. 
. The HOi\IE SECRETARY: They must be 

hke your comn1oclitiPR 1 then. The hon. :senior 
1nen1ber for Ir•nvich has given his Pxplanation, 
but he has not denied the fact tlrat hi;; fetich his 
aim, the whole object (;f his po1iti(: ll Pxi-;te'nce, 
was the position of a judge. And he -•. tys that 
the reas<>n of his leaving this party was hecame 
the promise of a judgeship was made to him, and 
had not been c trried out. 

~Ir. l{EHR: Then:l were too many la\vyers in 
the Cabinet. 

Mr. LESINA: If the promise wac; made it 
should have been carried out. ' 

'l'he HO:i1E SECRETARY: When the hon. 
rr1en1hf'r fnr I I) .wich was addrebsing hiR con~ 
stituents-I bm~,, the quotation here, and I stauri 
to be corrected-the IHm. g<Jntleman said that he 
was st,ill in accord with the Rockhampton pro­
grmnrne, and was prepared to support it until it 
was carried through and bec1me Jaw. 

Mr. BLAIR : Decidedly so. 
[ 111 r. Blair. 

The HOME SECRETARY: But he says he 
left his leader because that ln.der broke the 
promise to give him that for which apparently 
he had entered public life-apparently that 
which was his goal, and his goal alone. Now, let 
us con,sider i he position. He was offered a 
judgeship. He had the refusal of a judgeship 
once; and, speaking as a member ;)f the profes~ion, 
I can S'1Y that he had offered to him one of those 
blue ribbons of the profession, a posit,ion which 
any man in the profession might well be proud 
to attain to-(hear, hear !)-and which a member 
of that profPssion of the youth of the hem. gentle­
man might have still been more proud to till. 
It is. from the view of those who are in the ]1I'<J· 

fession, one of the pronclest things that a man 
can attain to-the positi m of Supreme Court 
judge in Queensland. 

Mr. KEOGH : A position to which he would 
have done every justice. 

0PPOKITION MEillBEHs: Hear, bear ! 
The HOME SECRETARY: And a position 

which one <·f the most able men in the profes,ion 
accepted, and I venture to my that he will fill 
the position with honour and credit. 

::\Ir. BLAIR : Hear, hear ! 

The HO:Y1E SECRETARY: The hon. 
gentleman had the refusal of a judge,ship, but 
he insisted upon a condition-and it is a most 
extraordinary proposition to come from a native 
Queenslander-his c'mdition was that it should 
not only be a Supreme Court judgeship buu a 
Supreme Court judgeship in the metropolis of 
Brisbane. It must be a judgeship with a station 
in the metropolitan city. Now, to any layman 
the qualification of the location would not enter 
into his mind. 'l'o the Javman it would have 
been a position of Supren;e Court judge, with 
the station wherever the holder might be "ent. 
So, even accepting the proposition of the hon. 
member for Ipswich, his leader carried out his 
pledge in so far that he offered him the position 
of that jmlgeship for which he had so eqgerly 
longed. Now, apparently the hon. gentleman 
based the whole of his :tnimosity from that time 
to the man who carried out his promise b him. 

lllr. KgNxA : He did not. 

The HOME SECRETARY : He carried out 
his promise insomuch that he offered him this 
high and honourable position; but because that 
leader did not pass over the head of a man who 
had, for nineteen years, I think, occupied a jJosi­
tion in the Northern p'trt of (~ueensiand--

Mr. KENNA : Hurry up and get to the point. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I wish the elec­
tors of t.he State to clearly undersbnd the posi­
tion. Did the hon. gentleman think bis services 
were so great, or of such an illustrious character, 
that he was entitled not alone to a judgeship, 
but to pa,,.s over the bead of a man who hac! done 
many years senice to the State in the North'? 

l\Jr. KENNA : You'll Le pulled up for tedious 
repetition if you don't get on. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I dare say the 
hon. member may consider it a good j t~ke ; hut to 
my mind, and to the people of this ::Hate, it is a 
serious matter. \Vhat is the position? \Ve tind 
that the hon. gentleman, having refused this 
honour, upon reflection i8 even willing to go to 
Northern Queensland. 

Mr. BLA!ll : That is not so. 

The HOME SECHETARY: Why the hon. 
g·en'Gleman should object in the tirst instance to 
go to the North I cannot conceive, because I can 
aswre the hon. gentleman, as one who has re­
sided in the North, that it is a portion of the 
State that any native of the State might well 
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be proud of-(hear, hear !)--and that the hon. 
12entleman, as a native of Queensland, should ob­
Ject to go to any portion of this State is, I must 
confess, a matter beyond my conception. 

l\Ir. KENNA: \Vould you have gone? 

The HO ;>viE ~ECRETARY: Like a shot. 
-(Laughter.) The position is that the hon. gentle­
man, having repented, was anxious after all to 
gain the position, but it was too late. 

Mr. KEI\R: Stonewalling ! 

The HO:\I:E SECRETARY: Let me tell you 
thrs : \Vhat occurred in Cabinet in connection 
with this. ma\ter has )Jeen made public already, 
so there rs no reveahng of any Cthinet secret. 
\IT e all know that even then the Premier was 
only too anxious, if it was po>sible, that the hon. 
gentleman should have obtained the positi0n, 
But even a Premier cannot override his C•>lleagues 
on a matter nf that kind, and the members of 
that Cabinet were not men who would allow 
them eel ve; to be overridden in a matter in which 
they considered that justice was at stake. But 
let this House and the country know that 
th·, Premier did all he could to obtain the 
position for the hon. gentleman, and I cannot 
understand why the hon. gentleman should exhibit 
such an amount uf hitterness and spleen and 
n1alice towards the rnan who gaYe birn the 
chance <Jf occupying that bigh and honourable 
position. \Ve, as a Cabinet, realised that if we 
did not throw over the gentleman who occupies 
the p1mition to-day, we would have to encounter 
the hostility of tha ser.ior hon. member for 
Ipswich. \Ve have encountered it; hut"e con­
sidered that we owed a greater duty to the people 
of Queen,;land. \Ve C<Jnsidered it our duty not 
to thrt)w over a gentle1nan of the character and 
forensic ability of the present occupant, simply 
in order that we might render ourselYes corn­
fortable in our position a.;; rnen1bel'S of the 
J\linistry. 

l\Ir. KENNA : You are not very comfortable 
now. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: That is the 
histqry of the matter of the judgPship. 

Mr. KEX:-IA: It is ancient history. 

The HOYIE SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber ga ,-ens a g<wcl deal of ".ncient history the 
other night. Tnat i~ the history of the nmtter, 
but we know that there are some things which 
they don't like to hear. ' 

:Mr. llLAm: A history which is largely a lie. 

The HOME SECRE'l'ARY : I consider it 
my bounoen duty to state to this House, and 
through this House to the country, actually what 
took place in connection with this matter; and 
to-day we have the hon. gentleman in this 
position : that because hi' particnlar ambition 
was not gratified, \!1erefore, though he still 
agrees with the programme, he is trying to cast 
the partv overboard-to do all he can to wr-ck 
that party which he strove h bring into exist­
ence. And it is as well that the country should 
know exactly what the ambition::; and ::~spira­
tions of the hon. member comist of. It is as 
well al.-o that hon. members should know the 
rea:;nn the hon. rne1uber gave for his cle~ire 
that the judge-hili should be in the metropolis. 
It is a most extraordinary ono, and one that 
very few memberR of the profession, even if they 
felt it, \Vonld ha\·e gi\{'ln \'oice to. Ili was that 
he cle<ired the judgeship to be in tlw metropolis, 
m order that he would be able to consult his 
brother judgei'. I am not going to say what 
suggests itself to one's mind when a member ,,f 
the profession wants to be where he can consult 

his brother judges, but I leave it to hon. mem­
bers and to the people of the State to form their 
own judgment. 

Mr. BLAIR: The reason he wanted it was 
because it was promised. 

::\Ir. LESIXA: Do you think that Premiers 
ought to promise judgeship~? 

The HOMJ~ SECRETARY: I confess that I 
do not. But hon. members will recollect that 
the senior member for Ip.swich has a most in­
sinuatinf! manner, and I think they are aware 
that during the time he occupied a seat on the 
Treawry bench be did not fail to insinuate 
himself into the good g-races of the man who 
occupied the position nf Premier. 

l\Ir. BOW3JAN : That same man said time ofter 
time that he would never get a judgeship. Yotu· 
chief is noL to be relied on. 

Mr. BLAil\ r Hear, hear ! He was acting the 
hypocrite all the time. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It simply shows 
what an insinuating manner the hon. member 

for Ipswich must have when he 
[8.30 p.m.] succeeded in inducing the Premier 

to give him a position which the 
hon. gentleman had refused to give him on a 
previous occasion. The hnn. the senior me1nber 
for Ipswich, as leader of a party, gave ns his pro­
gramme; and I quite admit that, as an ora­
torical effort, it w'" worthy of the hon. memher, 
wh<>, I believe, won the prize for oratory in his 
college, and I compliment him upon it. 

Mr. BLAIR: I regret to say that I was never 
at any college. 

The H0:\1:BJ SECRETARY: I am ver.v sorry 
if I have slandered the hon. member, but I have 
heard that he was at college. The hon. mem­
ber's spefch--like most of his speeches-cm­
sisterl of aphorismr:, innuendoes, catchy phrase~, 
and flowers of omtory. But wg,s there nything 
in rt? To use the expression of the hon. mem­
ber himself, was ther0 any bnsineos iu it? Ah­
snlu'ely none! Sift it, and what was there, in 
it? Kotbing! But there i.s one thing which I 
notice the hon. rnember waH anxious to prove 
to hnn. members of the Labour ]>arty, and that 
wa~ how courteonc; he had aiwayH bet'll to 
the members of that party. He wa·, anxious to 
asmre them that he hacl treated them like 
men. Are the members nf the Lahonr party 
political dingoes that it is a special concession 
for a Cabinet l\finister to treat tbem with the 
conrtes0 which is due to every "'presentati,-e in 
this House? To use a colonial expression, the 
hon. member was what the youngsters call 
"'•lTioodging" to the Labnnr party. In high. 
flown phraseology the bon. member gave us his 
p1·ogramme; but I venture to s.cy that the lucid 
explanation of the bon. member for Clennont­
to me a colloquial PXpression-lmocked the 
b0ttom out of the high-timmding programme of 
the hon. member, bec~tuse the programme of the 
hon. member must be the progr,nnme of the 
SocialiRtie Labour party if he expt-cts to recf;ive 
their a~s:stance or to rnakf' nse nf them. 

::Y[r. LESIXA: Ours is an eX<·dlent programme. 
The HO:>IE SECRETARY: Undoubtedly, 

from the hon. m ern ber's point of ·view. So do I 
consider t[- e progTamme and polir.y of thi~ ;.;irJe 
of thP Honse an excellent olle, and one w hi eh 
makes for the progress of the ~tate. \Ve ha\'e 
another hon. member on the other side who, I 
confesf', I wa~: ra,ther sony to :;:ee de~1art from 
thi3 side, because there iil no dnubt that he was 
mainly instrurnental, frorn his side of the House, 
in bringing about the union which has resuited. 
He has likewise an extrn.ordinarv excuse to offer 
for leaving this side of the Ho~>e. I allude to 
the st:-nior menibPr for Too~vomnba.. I-Iis reason 
is that, in the first instance, he was deceived, 

Hon. J. G. Appel.] 
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and, in the becond instance, because he was 
afraid he would be conservatised if he continued 
to sit on this side. 

Mr. LEsiNA : He did the right thing in coming 
over here. 

The HO:\iE SECR1~TARY: If he fels it un­
d~mbtrd!y. Still it seems a singular thing 'thCtt 
his reasons are so extraordinn,rv. Howe\·er we 
mus~ accept them. I am quite prepared to 
admit that the hon. metnber w,-tR honest in doino­
what he did, and my object in alluding t} him i~ 
to show the electors of the State the present p<,i· 
tion of the hon. m em her, and to show them that 
h,e abn is ~:lOund to support :t Trade Disputes 
B1ll-I bcheve he wa,s prepared to do that­
and that he must alw support a tax on land 
values 

l\Ir. LESINA: Hear, hear ! I hope he will. \Ve 
want it badly. 

The H0~1I~ SECRETARY: We wish the 
electoro to understand the p<hJition c:early. The 
positir·n is simply this: That prior to the forma· 
tio.n of the union which took place, the nece'''ity 
extsted for the umon of the democratc< and pro­
gressive liberals in this State. 

J\Ir. HARDACHE: Hc:tr, hear !-here they are. 

The HO]\fE SECRETARY: Ju,t as the 
necessity .existe? th:n, so it exists to·d11y, if the 
democra~lC legislation Wf:' ~forecast in our pro 
gramme Is to be placed upon,the st11tute-book; and 
we trust that hon. men1bers on the other side 
~vill a,•sL~t ys in placing it there. I can only say, 
Hl concluswn--

. Mr. BmnrAX : Don't forget you promised to 
g1 ve us y,mr c;efin1tion of SLate ::.ocialitan. 

The HO:YIE SECRETARY: Well I have 
no objection to duing that. The hon.' member 
for Touv.romnba svuke of \V hat ha4 l.een done in 
Germany in the way of legislation for the benefit 
of the workers. In the Empire of Germany they 
have the most advanced legislation for the benefi.t 
of the workers. It is the object lesson in 
State occi~lism-how it can ad,·ance the we]. 
LEe of the individu<tl nnit in the State. That 
is a policy which has bten made law <tnd 
earned out hy one of the most Conservative 
Go;ernments, whic.h exist !n Eur?pe.. The policy 
of State Rocw.nsm 1s a pohcy wh1ch !m proves the 
condition of the .in]ividual unit of society,"'' 
oppo,e<l to the pohcy of &ocialism which ;imply 
make~ fo: collectivism: The policy of State 
socmhsm 1s a pohcy whwh as··ists the individual 
in the State to make the best of his opportunities 
-a pohcy which gives him technical education 
and other education at the smallest cost or free 
~oast? qu":lify him to discharge his duty effect~ 
tvely m h1s partJCnlar walk of life. Such a 
policy iucludes wages boardfl-, cornpensation, in­
Rurance of wageR during times of non-employ­
ment. All these things are forms of State 
socialism, and so is the policy which levies a tax 
on dairy~nen for the purpose of providing funds 
f~·om whwh loans may be advanced for the erec­
twn of butter L•ctories. The advancement of 
money for the erection of central sugar-mills is 
also a form of Scate socialism. 

Mr . .Tmms: \Vhy not assist the miner in the 
san1e way? 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: If miners are 
prepared to do as dairymen or ,;ugar-growers 
have don~, there is no reason why they should 
not be ass1"ted m the same way. Sug,u·growers 
have hypCJ~hecate:l or mortO'aaed their deeds to 
thf' State for th.e purpose of"' obtaining money to 
erect cen:ral m1lls. 

J\Ir. J O.'i'RS: But miners have no funds or land. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Then why 

should they be placed m the same position as 
sugar-growers and dairymen? Let the miners 
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Sllbmit to a levy being made upon them for the 
purpose of providing"' fund from which advances 
can be made, then the same thiu;: can be done 
for them as has been done for dairymen and 
su,;;-ar-gr(nvers. 

An Ho.'i'OUHABLR 1\iR3IBER: Are you gomg to 
s~onewall all night? 

The HO:>.IJ~ SECRETARY: It seems to me 
that some hon. members oppr"ite do not care to 
bear the truth. However, l will conclude my 
remarks by quoting a few lines from a speech 
which was delivered in 1894 by Lord Rr1sebery 
when he w~s predicting the future of l\Ir. Lloyd­
Geor>Se, the present OrJ<tncellor of the Exchequer 
in Great Britain. The extracc, which is, I 
think, applicable to the present position in this 
Hou~e, is as follows :-

A plague on both yonr Hou;oes: a plague on all your 
pa,rties; a plngue on H.ll ~·onr policiet-:; a pla~ne on your 
endle"s discussions which yield so little fruit. 

LABOUR lHR>IBERs: Hear, hear! and laughter. 
Have done 'vith this unending talk-

LABOUH ME3!BEHS : Hear, heM ! and renewed 
laughter. 
and do something for the people. 

GovEHN3IEN'r ME;IBEHS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MA::"! X (Cairns): ,Tudging from the 
length of the speeches which have been made by 
hon. memberd opposite, they evidently dread the 
division which is going to take placP on this 
amendment. Last night the l\'Iinister for J\Iines 
spoke for abont three hour' and forty minutee, 
ancl this evening the H 1me Secre\ary has given 
us a very lengthy disquisition. The Home 
Secretary waste,i a great deal of time telling us 
about the conditions prevailing in thA \Vest. 
If he would only go ~and live there, members of 
this House would not bP sorry. rrhe Premier 
apparently felt di,gusted at the bare-faced 
manner in which his colleagues were banging on 
to office, and when he retnrned to the Chamber, 
after a 'hort absenc', he g.>ve the Home Secre­
t<try a hint to sit down. The bun. gentleman was 
so wound up, sointoxicatsd with hi'S own v~rbosity, 
if l may rme the term, that if he bad not been 
requested to resume his seat he would have kept 
going till the small hours of the morning. At 
the outset, I wish to congratubte, as other hon. 
members have congratulated, you, Sir, upon the 
position to which you have attained, though I 
am afmid that neither this House nor the country 
can congratu'<>te you npon the manner in which 
you ob• ained the position. Your first impulse 
which led you to le<tve the Chamber and take 
your place in the lobby when your namJ was 
mentioned for the oftic,, of Speaker, wa,, l think, 
a noble one. But I noticed that the PrPmier 
and another hon. member rushed out to you, 
and--

The SPEAKER: Order! I am obliged to 
the hon. member for his congratulations, but I 
am afraid the remo.rks he is now making are out 
of order. 

M1·. MANN: I do not '~ish to be out of order, 
but I think the country sbonld understand that 
you tried to do the right tbing, but were corn· 
pelled by the Premier, and other members on 
that s'de, to come back into the Ho nee and record 
your vote in your own favour. The Premier, 
when speaking the other night, asked how mem­
bers could cbim that the Government were 
becoming conservatised, and I said it waR cas1ly 
seen by the company be w<ts keeping. The hon. 
gentleman then twitted me with the fact that so 
many of my old comrades were sitting behind 
him and helping to put in operation the platform 
he put before the country at that mem«rable elec· 
tion in 1907. I wish the Honse and the country~ 
to understand, when the Premier claims that the 
present Government is the eame Governmen1l 
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which has be,'n in power Bince the Morgan-Browne 
coalition, that thirty-three of the democrats who 
supported that Government have left him and are 
now sitting Oil tbis side of the House, and that 
he is now supported by twenty-five Constitu­
tion wreckers, who went to the country at 
the last election and tried to reduce Queensland 
to the status of a Crown colony. I further wish to 
draw attent.ion to this fact: that every member of 
the old Labour party, save and except four, have 
left him and are now sitting on this side of the 
House. I further wish to point out that two 
Dllt of those four t<re bound to him not because 
<>f his democratic programme but because of the 
shackleB of office. The hon. me1nber for Burke 
and the hon. member for Kennedy are bound to 
this Government nut because they believe it is 
a democrn,tic one or ~hat it is going to pass 
legislation in the interest of the worker, but 
because they are bound to tbe Premier by the 
shackles of office. 

Mr. 1\IL\XWELL: Do you think he is a skin­
ilint like yourself? 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

1\Ir. MA~N : I do not w1sh to reply to mter­
jrctiuns from the hon. member, but I say that if 
he had not recei\·ed office or a bribe from the 
Pren,ier, be would not now be supporting h1m. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I rise to a point of order. 
Is it in order for the hon. member to accuse 
another hon. men,ber of being bribed? 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! Obviously 
the use of ;;uch an expression on the part of the 
hon. m em her for Cairns is quite <•Ut of order, and 
I must ask the hon. member to withdraw it. At 
the same time I must say that the hon. member 
for Burke used an expression that is not strictly 
parliamentary, as applied to the hon. member 
for Cairns. 

Mr. KERH : He is the most disorderly member 
in the House. 

The SPJ~AKER: Order, order! I must ask 
the hon. member for· Cairns to withdraw the 
-expre::::;sion. 

Mr. MANX: I may say, Sir, that the hon. 
memher for Burke usfd an unparliamentary ex­
pression too. I rwty have been out of order ; but 
I used that expression in returt to the expression 
he med towards me. I now withdmw it, and 
hope the hon. member will not offend ag,in. 
There are other two members of the old Labour 
party who are still following the Premier-one 
is his own colleague, and the other is the hon. 
member for Fitzroy-two men coming from the 
BPme di.otrict as himself, and who have been for 
years entirely dominated by the Premier until 
they have become known practically as two 
poodles who follow their master wherever he 
seeks to lead thPn1. 

The SPEAKER : Order, order ! The hon. 
member must understand that he must proceed 
with his speech in a recognised parliamentary 
way, and that he must refer to hon. members, no 
matter where they sit, in becoming parliamentary 
language. 

HoNOCRABLE ME~JBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MAXN: I am simply pointing out the 

'fidelity of those two hon. members to their 
leader. (Laughter.) If I used an expression 
which is not qoite parliamentary I am sorry and 
withdraw my remarks. However, I was going 
to say that the Hor. the Premier's colleague at 
timPs has excursions into the realms of inde­
pendence. The other day, speaking at a meet­
ing, he sn.id this Government were hanging on 
by the skin d their teeth-an expression which 
shows that the hon. member is sometimes per· 
mitted to think for himself; but I have been 
told that he was summoned to the Cabinet 

carpet and reprimanded for making use of such 
an exr,rPsRion. He looks worried over the 
matter. In fact, he has looked worried for a nry 
long time, and he says his worry is dne to the 
fact that members on thisoside of the House have 
been chasing him with a portfolio. Now, whoever 
has been dangling a portfolio before the hem. mem­
ber, I would advise him to desist., because there 
is not the slightest hope of taking the hem. member 
away from his prese.nt leader. He proclaims 
often, perhaps with justice, that he gets more 
kicks than half-pence for sitting over there. 
But judging by hi> tidelity, I say the hon. mem­
ber who has been dangling a portfolio before 
him, has n ta~l;:: \vhich is not likely to be r.;nccras­
ful. There are other hon. members following 
the Premier who claim to be democratic. There 
is, for example, the hon. member for Toowong, 
who got up in this House the other evening and 
said at least 70 per cent. of the men who re" 
turned him to Parliament were Labour men. 
'While that hon. member was fighting the battle 
on behalf of the democrats of Queensland, he 
claimed that there was a great need for the 
Rockbampton programme-that ic contained 
much-needed legislation; there "·ttsa great wealth 
of dtmocratic legislation to be reaped if a suffi­
cient number of democratic representatives were 
returned lo the House to suppon the Premier. 
But tLe other night, when speaking, he claimed 
that we had had enough of legislation. He did 
not wish to see any more legislatiOn pas•ed, 
because we might very well rest on our oars and 
see what the effect of the legislation already 
pas<ed would be to the country, in spite of the 
fact that the only reason that hon. member can 
give for still following the Premier is the fact 
that the Premier says he is going to pass the 
Rockhampton programme. And I noticed a 
curious fact: that on that side of the House 
members who were once democratic-the men 
who pledged them,elves to support a dem<>cratic 
policy-are now trying to convince this House 
and the country that they .1re con,ervati ve. The 
hon. member f,1f Toowong is one, aLd the hon. 
member for KennedY is another. And this curious 
fact is al•o noted : tliat men who have been known 
in this Honse and the country as the most con­
servative 1nembers in the HouBe are getting up 
and informing the House that they have always 
been staunch democrats-staunch radicals-and 
always willing to pass legislation for the benefit 
of the country. For example, we have the bon. 
member for Cunningham, who gave u' the other 
evening a list of democratic measures thttt he had 
voted for. I have been in the House ever since 
the hnn. member took his seat here-we came 
here in the same year-and I have always 
noticed that on every Bill brought in by the 
Government and every measure proposed by the 
2\Iorgan-Kidston Government-on any vital point 
we considered was for the benefit of the people 
outside-that hon. member a! ways left his seat 
on the Government benches and came over and 
voted with the enemy. He moved an amend­
ment in this House to exclude the farm 
labourers from the benefits of the \Vorkers' 
C<m;pensation Act, and now he gets np in 
his place and tells us how radical and how 
democratic he is. He also indulged in a great 
dt:al of praise of his nominal leader-the Pre­
mier-and when I asked what reason he gave 
for leaving that hon. gentleman, as you will 
remember, the only reawn he gave was that the 
Premier had in his programme a Trade Disputes 
Bill. There is at least one hem. member on that 
side of the House-I am referring to the hon. 
member for \Voolloongabba-who says his sole 
reason for sticking to that coalition is the fact 
that the Premier has in his programme a Trade 
Disputes Bill. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: \Vhen did I say that? 

Mr. M ann.] 
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::\lr. ::\1ANN : He says he is sticking to the 
Government to get a good Trade Disputes Bill. 

1\Ir. D. HTJXTER : Quote what I said. 

::\Ir. liiAXX: You have said it times out of 
number, as every hon. member knows. So here 
you have the amusing spectacle of one hon. 
member who says he left the Premier because 
there is a Trade Disputes Bill in the programme, 
and another hrm. mem 11er who says he is only 
sticking to him bec.u-e there is a Tmde Dis­
putes Bill in his prog, am me. Another point I 
might mention is this: That the hon. member 
for Albert goes out to the country and stoutly 
proclaims that he wishes-in fact demands­
this Government to go on with a democratic 
programme. \Vhen we see those hmJ. mem­
bers who hwe been known as rabid conser­
vatives urging this Government on the road 
to progress, the country and this House 
can fairly well gauge how far that progress 
will go, Another hon. member that rather 
awnsed me the other evening got up-I refer to 
the hon. member for :iYiackay, Mr. Swayne­
and took the hon. member for Cook to task be­
came in that hon. member's speech he used the 
term "Anglo-Saxon" in his reference t') immi­
grants-"that he wished to see the Anglo-Saxon 
race come out to this country." The hon, mem­
ber for :Yiackay was quite indignant and asked 
why did not the hon. membet' for Cook include 
the Irish anrl Scotch? I remember the time-it 
is not very ancient history; I think it was in the 
year 1905-the hem. member for Mackay came 
up to Cairns as a thick-and-thin advocate of 
kanaka labour. He came up to the Cairns 
conference--the present 1\finister for Lands 
was at that conference-and he urged with 
all the vigour in his power in favour of 
keeping the kanakas here in order to allow 
the sugar industry to be carried on. He 
moved a motion in favour of having New Guinea 
natives brought here to work in the canefields, 
and to-day he gets up and alleges unless we get 
white men, this country is in danger of falling 
into the hands of the Asiatics. ·when we look 
hack over ~he history of the black labour party, 
we see thmr present leader, the hon, member for 
Townsville, said he would be a traitor to his 
country--he would carry the matter home to the 
Home Government-he would fight to retain the 
kamcka, He urge l at Cairns that the farmers 
there should get Chinese when the kanakas were 
gone. \Ve can just imagine what advocacy these 
bon, members will make in the future in regard 
to peopling this country with a white population, 
Now, I leave the hem. member for Cunningham 
and the junior member for Mackay, and turn my 
attention to another member-an e~ually shifty 
politician with the hon. member for Cunning­
ham-the junior rnember for TcJOWoomba,. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon, member 
n1nst not use the terrn H shifty." 

i\Ir .. MANK: \Ve will say he is not shifty, 
~l.r. Speaker, but yon never know where t•J find 

him, (Laughter.) That Jun. mem­
[0 p.m.] her was at onn time a member of the 

Central Political Executive, and I 
can remember on the occatiion when the Parlia­
mentary Labour party and the Centr;d Political 
Execntive were ratber , .. t loggerheads, that a 
deputation from the Patliamentary Labour p~rty 
waited on the Central Politic>tl ExEcn· 
tive to see if an equitnble arrangeruent could 
not be come to. At that meeting the junior 
n1ernbf r for Tonvv-oornba·--he was not a lnem­
ber at that time-abu··c:d the members of 
the L tbour party in no unmeasured terms, 
He attacked them, and asked were they g<>ing 
to scab, were they going to " rat" on the 
platform, and later on he said, at a meeting of 
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his own \V 01 ker,;' Political Organi0ation at Too­
woornba, that he did not believe in seeing a single 
acre of the land of Queensland alienated. Later 
on, the hon. mernber, over his ste d.;: one rrwrn­
ing, was suddenly converted from a strong 
Labonrite to a Kidstonite. He is now a Philpite, 
and possibly, like a comet that makes a circuit 
round the stars, he may come back again to be 
in time a straight Labour man, (Laughter.) 

Mr. BARBER: Never! 
1\Ir. MANN: Now, there is another democrat 

in this Chamber-the member for Rockhampton 
North-a member for whom I have a great deal 
of respect. There is no member in this Chamber, 
I believe, who had harder things to say ahout 
that coalition before it came off than the hon. 
member for Rockhampton North. I can re­
member reading the speeches he delivered at 
Rockhampton during the memorable campaign 
of 1908, and some of them made my pulses 
tingle. (Laughter,) He condemned the Governor 
in no unmeasured terms. He said he wished 
to wipe out the Upper House, and in every 
way showed him;,elf a true democrat. Before 
this coalition wets brought about, no man de­
nounced it more strongly than the hon. mem­
ber; but to-day-and when they know the ties 
which hold him hon. members will understand 
the position he takes up-he is sitting over there 
among those reactionaries. He is an1ong them, 
but not of them, I am certain he would rather 
be over here, with his ~cathing eloquence ringing 
through the Chamber, denouncing the men who 
went back on them, and betrayed the people's 
trust by joining the Philp party. (Laughter.) 

An OPPOSITION J\1E}!BllR: You are a leg-puller, 
all right. 

Mr. MANN : I shall come to another hon. 
member-he is here looking for it, and he shall 
have it. The hon. member for \Voolloongabba, 
when speaking, took occasion to refer to me. 
Xow, I do not wish to blame the hon, member 
so much for that, because I believe it was 
unpremeditated. His speech was prepared by 
another individual--

Mr. D. Ht:NTER: Ko fear. 

Mr. l\IAKN: And the allusion to me was 
entirely unpremedit,tted. If he had gone care­
fully into the matter hims~lf, he would never 
havA made the allegation again'il!i me that he 
did. He twitted me with trimming· to the 
Labour )'arty-of voting with them on one occa­
sion in this House, Now, I entirely deny that. 
Dnring the P''"sage of those Rail way Bills, I never 
on one occasion voted for any amendn1ent Hloved 
by the Labour party. The LalJOur party voted 
with us once, because the amendment I sup­
ported w;1s one mo1·e l by my colleague, the hon. 
member for \Voothalmta, He moved that on 
that railway the cnrrent rate of wages ruling in 
the district should be paid. The hon. member 
for \Vo"lloongabba forgot to mention that he also 
voted with us on that occasion. \Vas he trimming? 

1\Ir, D. Hc:'-iTEH: ::'\o; I was playing the 
game. (Laughter.) 

?vir. 1\lAXN: I was trimming, but the hon, 
gentleman was playing the game. 

l\Ir. D. Hl"NTER: Of course I was, 

Mr. MA::'\K: I also "ish to go back a little 
further to another division when it was mo1·ecl 
that the rate of 10s. a day should be paid on the,e 
railways. 

::\Ir. D. HCNTER: I voted, 

Mr. l\IANN : I find the hon. member for 
\Voolloongabba trimming again with the Labour 
party-playing the game. He came over to this 
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side and voted for the Labour party, and he told 
me he always belieYed in seeing the be't possible 
wages paid on all GoYernment work. 

Mr. D. HcNTEH : I do yet. 

I\Ir. MANN: \Vhat is tl:e hon. gentlermn 
doing to-day ? 

Mr. KEl\R: He is playing the game. (L'lllgh­
ter.) 

Mr. MAXN : He is sitting on that side of the 
House, the darling of the morning Press. :l'\ot a 
curled darling by any means, because Nature 
had a rough graving tool when it carYed the hon. 
member. \Vith the turn of the wheel of fortune 
he finds himself, like his leader, speaking to the 
dress circle. (Laughter.) He has forgotten the 
people in the pit, whose company he recently 
left-forgotten his old trade union companions­
and we find him over there the buttress and bul­
wark of a Go;·ernment which is paying low wages 
on the rail ways. 

Mr. D. HUNTER : \Vhen were you a unionist? 

Mr. MANN : I have been a unionist, and-­
which is more than the hon. member does-I 
stick to unionism. I do not go back at the 
behest of the Courier and turn my back on my 
mates. 

Mr. D. HcNTER: \Vere you when you em­
ployed black labour? 

Mr. MANN : The hon. member is supporting 
a Government that are and were paying carpen­
ters in the Cairns railway yard 9s. 6d. a day. 

Mr. D. HuN1'El\: \Vhat did they pay when 
you were here? 

Mr. MANN : More than that. 

Mr. D. HuNTER: The same amount. 

Mr. MANJ'\: Listen for a moment--

The SPEAKER: Order ! I shall be glad if 
the hon. member will address his remarks 
through the Chair. 

Mr. MANN: I am telling the House through 
you, Sir, that this work which carpenter, get 9s. 
Gd. a day from ic, a casual job-the erection of the 
r"ilway sbeds in the Cauns railway yard-and 
on that job the carpenter" were paid the lowest 
wage-9s. lid. a day. The highest wages were 
lls. Gd. a day, while the current rate in Cairns is 
12s. ,;nd 13s. That democratic Government, 
Hon1e yPars ago I believe, put a regulatiun in 
force that every contractor who had got work 
from the Government shonld pay the ruling rate 
of wages. Now, what is the use of the Govern­
ment putting a regulation like that on their 
bouk' if thev themselves break it? \V hat is the 
use of saying to a cr,ntractor in Caims: If you 
get a c0ntract you must pay 12s. and 13s. a dny? 
The contractor·can sirnply turn round and say: 
There are men employed in the railway yards 
that you pay !k Gd. and Us. 6d. to. Of course, 
the Railway Department urge that these men 
get other privi!dge,;; but that is not so. They 
a,re living in the town of Cairn,, they buy their 
rations in the town, and they get no holidays or 
any other concession. I sincerely hope that 
every working man in \Vuolloongabba will 
unders'and that the Government is ke[Jt in 
power by that hon. member, in spite of the fact 
that they pay such a low rate of wages in the 
Cairns railway yard. 

Mr. D. Hl-NTEH: And were when you were 
here. 

Mr. :'YIANN: That is not true. Kow, there 
is another hon. member of whom I wish to r,ay 
a word or two-not un the other side of the 
House, but upon this-I am referring to the 

hon. member for Clermont, who is the apostle of 
democntcy, and also the friend of the Philp 
party, and an ad vacate of the land tax. 

Mr. LESINA: I am not a member of Lhe non­
descript party. 

Mr. MANN : And yet he fights against 
charging the squatter fair rents for his holding. 
A n1ember who is pledg·ed to prohibition, and is 
yet the friend of Bung; a man who wears a 
sweater in Clermont, but cornf'·• here arrayed in 
the purple and bne linen of the bloated capitalists. 

Mr. LESINA: \Vho wrote thi,; that you are 
reading? 

Mr. MANN : I wrote it myself. He was a 
member of the Prohibition party, who was yet in 
the pay of Bung ; he was a prea"her of the 
gospel uf the proletAriat, and the blessings of 
poverty, but during his tli[J to New Zealand had 
put up at first-class hotels so as not to put his 
lordly employer, Bung, to the blush. 

Mr. LEsiNA: You are getting quite humour­
ous. That is Scotch humour. 

Mr. MANN : I wish to bring under your 
notice, Mr. Speaker, this fact : \Vhen you, as 
Minister for Lands, wanted to deal with the 
Land Court-to •ee that a fair rent should be 
paid for pastoral holdings-the man who made 
the greatest charges against you and the man 
who abused you, Sir, from one end of Queensland 
to the other-who issued the grc,atest indictment 
agaimt you-was the hon. member for Clermont, 
jus\ because you were trying to deal with the 
Land Court, and I wioh the members of the, 
Labour party to remember that fact. 

l\Ir. LEHINA: Hear, hear ! I would do it again 
to-morro11·. (Laughter.) 

1Ir. M ANN: On looking back over the hon. 
member's record I dropped across this epigram, 
which I think aptly describes that h0n. gentle­
man in the position he takes up. This is it-
" Come, Joseph, tell us which dost most affect 
Labour's au~tcre or Capital's fl-It sect F" 
Friend, 'tis my aim throughout this earthly hobble 
·with these to ~abblc and \Vith those to gobble. 

(Pointing first to the Labour party and then 
to the Government benchPs.) (Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER : Order, order ! 
i\Ir. i\IAXN: I prop>se now to leave the 

small fry and deal for a few minutes with the 
hon. members on the front Treasury benches. 
The Minister I wish to deal with first-- I do not 
see him in his place, and [ hope the "\V hip" 
will send for him-is the Secretary for Puhlic 
Instruction, 1Ir. Barne', the hon. mer:Jber for 
Bulimba. 

1Ir. KERR : Leave him alone. 
Mr. l\IAKN: I wish to first SR)' that the 

Premier, on being chided for bringing the bon. 
member for Bulimbit into his Cabinet on account 
of that lJon. mernber's rec.-•nt abu~9 of hirn, suid 
he must forget any personal abme he may have 
recei~.·ed when he was btingi11g to hiH coun~P1s 
the best men possible to get in this House. 1t i-J 
a retnarkablP fact that, if you turn to IIansnnl 
for l!JOS, page lGl, you will see that the Premier, 
in di'-CL1!:-.-5ing the purchase of the l\Jar:yvale 
Estate, elaimed th.,t the hon. memberfor Bul!mha 
had (XCPeded his powerR as ~J]nister for Lands, 
and had done ·,'•mething that was totally irregu­
lar. Tlris is what the Premier said, and it can 
be found in Hansard~ 

Here is th0 remarkable fact: tlHtt the hon. gentleman 
signed that d(}cument UelieYing that he was exceeding 
his legal powers. 
\Vhat will the countrv think of that? What 
will the Honse tbink of the Premier <tfter that'? 
\Vhat will they think of the Premier deserting 
his friends, deserting his colleagues who sat on 

Mr. M ann.] 
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the Treasury bench with him, when he takes into 
his Cabinet, at the behest of the hon. member 
for Townsville, the very man whom a few short 
month,; a;:o he said exceeded his powers as a 
Minister? "What will the country think of the 
Premier for taking into his Mini,try a Minister 
who, while he was Minister, betrayed the trust 
that was reposed in him, not by the people of 
Queensland, hut by the Governor? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN~TRUOTION : 
Y on know that is altogether wrong. 

Mr. MANN : That is true. The Premier 
used that expression towards the hon. member for 
Bulimba. The accusation is not mine ; it is that 
of his nominal leader, the Premier. 

OPPOSITION ME)!BERS : Read it again. 
:\Ir. MANN: For the benefit of the hon. 

member, who was not in the Chamber when I 
read it b,,fore, I will read it again. It is on page 
161 of Hansard for 1908, if he wants to turn it up, 
and he will find that the Premier said there--

Mr. LESINA : \Vhy don't you sing it? 
Mr. MANN: The hon. member for Clermont 

has got a b~tter voice than I han>, and, as he is 
the member for "Rung," he will be able to get 
some whisky to make his voice more mellow and 
he should sing it. This is the quotation-

Here is a remarkable ft~ct: that the hon. g(ntlemnn 
signed that document believing thn.t he was exceeding 
his legal powers. 

And yet the Premier took him into his Cabinet! 
It was becrtnse of the way the hon. mernter 
abused the Premier that the Premier took him 
into the Cabinet, and that was what led him to 
coalesce with the Philp varty. 

:Mr. LESINA: No; it was not. The syndicate 
railways wa' the cause of the tronble. 

Mr. MANN: That is not so. The hon. member 
for Bulimba abused the Premier W<lrse than r,ny 
other member in the House. The hon. member 
for Townsville abused the Premier's private cha­
racter by saying that the hon. gentleman g>we a 
concession to one of his own electors, and of the 
two men from whom the Premier received that 
abuse, one is his boss and the other has been 
taken in as a responsible Minister of the C.:.binet. 
I have always claimed that the best way to reach 
the Premier's heart was to abuse him. The only 
weapon which the hon. gentleman has to protect 
himself with is abuse, and when anyone uses 
abuse towards him he looks on him as a good 
mttn, and he so0n gets there. 

The SECRE~'ARY FOI\ PcnLro INSTRUCTION : 
Y on ougl1t to get there at that rate. 

Mr. AIREY: No; the hon. member for Cairns 
never abused the Premier's private character. 
He will not get there until he doe;, thttt. 

:VIr. :VI ANN: No; it is only those who abuse 
his private character. The hon. member for 
Townsville abused his private character. and now 
he is his chief edviser. The hon. member for 
I<'aesifern, :Mr. ,Tenkinson, who used to call him 
"Betterment Bill," and who gave him all the 
abuse he possibly could, was called into his pre­
sence the o~her clay and was told very gravely by 
the Prernier, '' ,J enkinson, I have long recogniRed 
your ability to fill Cabinet rank." {Opposition 
laughter.) 

Mr. D. HuNTER: Didn't you offer him a port­
folio? 

Mr. :\fANN : Although I have Maid a lot of 
hard things about the Premier, I know if I went 
back to hnn to·morrow he would fall on my 
bosom ; and, if the hem. member for 'rownsville 
would let him, he would put me into his Uabinet. 
Before passing away from the hr,n. member for 
Bulimb:t I want to refer to that obnoxious 
regulation which was introduced by his prede-

[Mr.Mann. 

cessor in the Education Department. I refer to 
the regulation under which a school pupil must 
be sixteen years of age before he can sit for 
examination to become a pupil· teacher. 

::Yfr. AIHEY : In certain centres. 
Mr. :\IANN: I was acting as a pupil-teacher 

myself at the age of twelve, and my friend, the 
hon. member for S•mth Brisbane, was a pupil­
teacher at the age of fourteen--

Mr. AmEY: Thirteen. 
Mr. MANN : The whole position was ably 

summed up, not by a member of this House, not 
by a man who claimed to be a democrat. I refer 
to :Mr. J. Tolmie, late member for Toowoomba, 
and he summed up the position in his paper in 
the worst po'<sible way for the department by 
saying that hardly any pupil in the State schools 
could ever become a pupil-teacher under the 
present regulations. 

Mr. KERI\: Mr. Tolmie has been a teacher 
himself. 

:\Ir. AIREY : Yes, and the son of a poor man. 
Mr. MANX : Yes, Mr. Tolmie was a school 

teacher once. The Home Secretary to-night 
said that the Premier was speaking in jest when 
he said the Government were playing to the 
dress circle, but this regulation, to my mind, 
fairly shows that the Government are fighting 
all they oan in the interests, not of the poor 
man, but of the rich man. 

OPPOSITION ~\IE1!BEH8 : Hear, hear ! 
:Mr. MA::'-IN: They are throwing into the 

hands of the Grammar schools all the appoint­
ments in the cchools in the State, as there is 
hardly any poor man's child can become a pupil­
teacher under that regulation. 

The SECHETARY FOR Pl:BLIC INSTRCCTION: 
Y on must know that that is not correct. 

Mr. MANN: \Vhen the Secretary for Public 
Instruction replies I wish to know what was the 
reason when :Mr. Platt, •enior inspector, died, 
that two years were allowed to elapse before the 
name of his su~cessor as senior inspector was 
announced. 

Mr. AIREY: The prejudice of the late Minis­
ter for Public Instruction. 

Mr. KERR: The answer is "Barlow." 
Mr. 1\IANN: I am glad to hear that answer, 

but I thought I would h"ve g-ot it from the 
Minister for Public Instruction, that it was Mr. 
Bar low who was the cause of it. There io a great 
deal of truth in the statement that it was 
Barlow's prejudice that prevented either In­
spector Shirley or Inspector Kennedy from 
occupying the position, and also in connection 
with the appointment of Mr. Roe. My friends, 
the hon. members for South Brisbane and Barcoo, 
were his colleagues in the Cabinet, and they 
know that that was so. 

Mr. LESINA : Did they know when they were 
in the Cabinet that Barlow was prejudiced? 
If they did, they should have denounced him at 
the time. 

lHr. D. HU:s"TEI\ : Hear, hear! 
Mr. MANN: When the hon. member for 

Clermont ceases his noisy chatter I will turn my 
attention for a few moments to the hon. member 
for Kennedy. I always had the greatest respect 
for the hon. member for Kennedy, yet last night 
he called me a deserter and said I was e!ected to 
follow Kidston. 

The SPEAKER : Order, order ! 
Mr . .M:ANN: I am quoting the hon. member's 

words. He said I wos a deserter and I was 
elected to follow the Premier, Mr. Kidston. I 
know that the hon. member for Kennedy is a 
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keen student of the Courier. He surely remem­
bers that the Courier at the last election said dis· 
tinctly that the member for \Voothakata and 
myseif had left the Premier, nnd if he will turn 
up Puuh's Almanac he will find that I am duly 
labelled there as a Labour member. Does the 
hon. member mean to ,,~y that the Cow·ier was 
lying? 

Mr. MuRPHY: No, never. (L,;ughter.) 

1\fr. ~IANJ'I : The hon. member is silent. 
Silence gives consent. I believe the hon. member 
for Kennedy thinks that the Cow·icr was lyinv,? 

The SECRE'rARY FOR l\lrNES : I read all the 
papers I can. 

Mr. MANN: I thought he must have noticed 
·that. \V as the Courier lying? 

The SECRETARY FOR :Yl!NES: I did not notice 
that. 

1\fr. l\IANX: That's very strange. I may 
point. out, however, that I was elected to follow 
the Premier, and the Courio· was lying. But 
I only chose to follow the Premier as long as 
he adhered to the Rockhampton programme. 
The first plank in that programme was '' ::'{ o 
coalition ! " 

0PPOSI1'ION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. J\IANJ'\: Like the hon. member for 
Kennedy, and like the hon. member for vVool­
loongabba, I pledged myself a,gainst any coali· 
tion with the Philp party ; and the reason I left 
the Premier was becau8e he had not t.he courage, 
the manliness to come to the House and face de­
feat. If the Labour party hac;l turned him out I 
would have stuck to him. 

1\fr. D. Hu~'i'rEI\: \V ere they going to turn 
him out'! 

Mr. l\lANN: I don't think so. The hon. 
member for \Voolloongabba claimed that at the 
·caucus the senior member for Ipswich was an 
ardent advocate of the coalition; but the last 
words uttered by that hon. member were: "I 
do not believe for one moment that the Labour 
party would turn this Government out." 

Mr. OOTTELL :, Didn't he ad vacate the coalition? 

Mr. MAXN: I will retort by asking the hon. 
gentie1ran didn't he vote ag:tinst it? Didn't he 
say he did not believe it would be a good thing 
for the people-that it was a rotten thing 1 And 
if the h .. n. member for Toowong could get a 
promise of indemnity from the Labour party he 
would sit over here. There are members who 
are not game to go and put their case before the 
·country. They are afraid of a three-cornered 
fight. 

Mr. D. HuNTER: I fought a three-cornered 
fight. 

l\Ir. MANN: So did I, and I am game to 
Tight another. My duty is clear. If I do not 
believe in the policy on one side or the policy on 
the other side, I put my policy before the elec­
tors and I will be returned. 

Mr. D. HGNTER: What is your policy? 
:\Ir. lvlANN: My policy is the policy the 

Premier was returned to carry out, but his heart 
failed him. 

An HONOUR,\BLE MEMBER : He funked. 

Mr. MAN:\: Yes-that's the word. It may 
not be quite parliantentary, but the hon. gentle­
man funked the fight and is now sitting with 
the Philp party on the other side. The member 
for Kennedy claims that the Premier was very 
anxious to work with ohe Labour party. Of 
cour<e he waR-he sacrificed the hon. member 
for Kennedy in order to work with them. He 
was anxious to work with them becaU86 he was 
afraid that the coalition would not find favour 
with the people. Long before the Labour party fell 
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out with him, he was intriguing with the senior 
member for Towns vi! le. He was intriguing before 
the House met, and would have formed the coali­
tion then, but too many members of his party re­
fused. One of the most ardent fighters against 
the coalition at that time was the hon. mem­
ber for Ifitzroy, who went un the hill to do 
all he could ag•inst the coalition, of which he is 
such an ardent supporter to-day. If we could 
turn back and see who was " the power behind 
the throne,'' members could understand why 
these one-time opponents nf the Conservative 
party are now the most ardent advocates of the 
coalition. The hon. member for Kennedy last 
night, in a most dramatic fashion, produced deed 
papers, and offered them to members on this side. 
He was not always so kind. I remember when 
he tried to force the Government to buy his 
land. 

The SECRETARY FOI\ :\liNES : That is not 
correct. 

Mr. 11A:!'\?\: The hon. member for \Voo­
thalmta is here, and he went with me on a 
dAputotion to then Secretary for Agriculture, 
:Mr. Denham, to see about <retting a group 
settled at },therton, and Mr. Den ham informed 
us that the member for Kennedy wished the 
Government to take his land from him. I was 
also told by another :Ministpr that the hon. 
member, before he became a Kidston candidate, 
asked the Premier to buy his land from him. If 
the hon. member denies it, I am bound to 
accept his denial, but the source of my informa­
tion i• a very good one. 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES: I offered the ]and 
to the Government. They would not buy it, and 
I got a better price elsewhere. 

Mr. ::YIAXN: The other price was later. Ib 
was put up to auction, and the highest bid was 
10s. an acre, and after that be offered it to the 
Government. The fact remains that he was not 
always so kind as to offer land for nothing. Last 
session I claimPd that the then Minister for 
Mmes was not fit for the position, and suggested 
that the Premier should put in his place the 
member for Townsville or some other member 
with a knowledge of mining. He has taken 
my suggestion, and put a man there with a 
thorough knowledge of mining. 

Mr. l\IGLCAHY: Only c.rushing. 

Mr. li:IAKN : It may be said that the Minister 
for Mines, in attaining that position, has reached 
the acme of his ambition; but that is not so, for 
I am told that there is still a drop of bitterness 
in his cnp. He wishes to get to the Home 
Department to pnt in force those rabid teetotal 
principles he holds. A temperance friend told 
me that the hon. gentleman is not in favour of a 
simple majority deciding- a local option matter, 
but be wishes to handic1p them by insisting on 
a three-fifths majority. I am told that he wants 
to help the friends of" Bung." I cannot believe 
that, because I believe he wishes to get to the 
Home Department to brandish his tomahawk 
over the head of "Bung," to scalp him like a red 
Indian, and then dance a temperance war dance 
round the prostrate body of" Bung." (Laughter.) 
But there is an obstacle in the way. The Pre­
mier says, "George, I quite understand your 
desire~-" 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. l\IANN: "To get to the Home Depart­
ment. I quite understand that, if you got there, 
you would put up a big fight in the interests of 
temperance; but you must consider that by doing 
so we would lose our good friend, the hon. mem­
ber for 1\foreton, who is a wine and spirit mer­
chant ; we would lose the support of the Hon. 
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Peter J'durphy in the other House, and the ,,up­
port of the Hon. ::\1r. Gray." And he says 
"George." (Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. J\IANN : I am speaking in a colloquial 
way, Mr. Spettkcr; I am saying what the 
Premier would say to the Minister for Mine.'·. 
(Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I hope the hrm. 
member will understand that even by speaking 
in a colloquial way he camwt break the rules 
which rertuires that 'Ministers are to be referred 
to by thEir official titled. 

Mr. 1\IA::'\l'\: V er)! well, Mr. Speaker. The 
Premier wuuld say t.o the ::Yiinister for ::Yiines, 
"1Ian, George, I canna alloo ye tae da•1 that. If 
ye hae nae regaircl for yer salary I hae. i\Ian, 
I'm as fat as a G lesca baillie and c'm lm1 dly 
walk. I maun stick to the motor-car, for the 
trams oust sill er." (Loud laughter.) The Home 
Secretary plumes himself on the stoppage of 

liquor licenses along new railway 
[9'30 p.m.] lines, but it is a curious thing- that, 

while the Government have refused 
to issue any more licenses along railways under 
construction, they make no attempt to stop sly 
grog-selling. A decent man cannot get a license, 
but sly grog-selling is rampant because the 
Government will not employ sufficient revenue 
officers or police to cope with the evil. 

The TREAS\JRER: That is not true. 

::Jlr. MAXN : If the hon. gentleman will turn 
up the correepondence in the archives of the 
department, he will find a letter written bv me 
:some rnonths ago .-.t~king fur additional p~olice 
protection on the line from Atherton to Her­
berton, and he will also find that my requc st 
1net with a refusal. This stoppage of licenses 
was simply a sop to the t.emperance party, but it 
rloes not hurt the wholesale li<juor bomc3, 
beca.use these shanties lJerhaps buy 111ore liquor 
than the licensed houses do. I venture to pre­
dict that the stoppage of licenJes will not -top 
the amount of drinking in the lea,t.. :\!en wiil 
often go to one of these shantiPs when they will 
not go to <-'L pnblic-honse, and I clain1 that a 
necessary corollary to reful"ling license.s is the 
en1tJloynH~nt uf nwre revennf) ufficers Ol' police, 
othenvi-:;e the whole thing is a Hhanl, so fa,r 
as the stopp-~ge of drinking on raihvay3 nnder 
c •nstruetion i_, <' Jl1.","rntd. 1 tlo\V w:1nt to turn 
my att..ntion to tbe Secretary for Agricnltnre. I 
atn rather dis tpt;ointed tha.t, the hnu. gt'ntlmnan 
has not been more of a Sl\CCco<s in thf't office. lf 
tlH-re war-; one thing- I thoughl the h<'IL gentleman 
undf rFtood bettf'r then another it is the culth.:t­
tion of< tne. Yet I fonnd, \V hen looking over 
the Apn'cF.'tvral Journal, is-iued by his dep<-trt­
Hltont, in the ~:\prll nnttdJ•'l', th(:'re arH certctin 
tnarvdlous fuct~: on page:-i 21'2 and 21G-I do not 
know v-. het her they are L1cts, but they are pnb­
liohecl as facts. I luok to tlJP Aurirultural 
Journal fnr light in re~arcl to agricnlr.urt>, anJ I 
find it 8tated on page 212 that in the :Srnnhern 
district·l they only reqnire from 1,700 to 2,000 
cane plants per acrP, Turning to pa.ge 21G, I 
find th<tt in the Northern dr.,tricts it takes 
from -±,000 to 5,000 plants per acre. l\ow, I 
have always been under the impreesion that 
the trupic·tl di~tricts of Queen.,laml are 1 he rml 
home of sugar-cane, anti yet the Agricultural 
Jom·nal contains the remarkable information 
that it requires twice as many cane plants to 
plant an acre in North Queensland that it takes 
in Southern Queensland. Th1s journal is run by 
a man who knows all about cane cultivation. It 
is seldom that we find anything about cane in it, 
and when we do find anything, at least it should 
be accurate. In dealing with this matter, I 

fUr. M ann. 

would juRt ask hon. members to cast their minds. 
back tu the pictures appearing in the Sydney 
Bulletin during the last few weeb. I asked a 
question in the Hon~e about the tnatt*_T, and I 
\Vas informed that the Ci-n\·ernn1Pnt are paving 
£20 a week fur th11t IJage in the Hull et in. I am 
a keen student of the Bulletin, and also a 
keen student of a~~ricnl~ure and of anything 
that tends to ad v.,nce C-lneensland. I find in that 
journal various pictures setting out the Kamer­
unga State N nrsery, which is Rittutted ir.. 1ny 
electorate. The pictures in the Bulletin exactly 
describe in pictorial form the policy of this Go­
vernment. Looking- at those pictures, you will 
find the men living in miserable huts-they live 
in a place about 20 feet by 12 feet, The manager 
has a fairly decent re .. ,idence, but the quarters of 
the men are a di,grace to Queensland. It is 
evident that the Government de,ire to run that 
nur,ery by .\•i,tic labour, because they stuck in 
a picture of"' J\Ialay or a Cingalee showing how 
to tap a rubber-tree. 

:!\1r. D. Hl:;<;TER : Are you sure he was not a 
kanaka : You should know. 

Mr. MA:'\:'\: \Vel!, I should say, judging by 
the facial expression of the hon. member for 
\V oolloon~abba, that, if he were tarred, he would 
pass for a kanaka. 

The SPEAKER : Order, order ! 

Mr. MAXK : The Secretary for A~riculture 
should do something to put this nursery on a 
better footing. His predecessor in office, 1Ir. 
O'tlullivan, said the place ought to be shut up, 
after he had looked over it, and I am sorry the 
hon. member for C<tmbonya is not here to bear 
out my st,tement, fer we went all over the nur­
sery. I claim that a bigger sc~ndal or a bigger 
waste of public money on s, small scale will not 
be found in Queensl"nd. The overseer was a 
gardener and a hotanist. He was there for ten 
year,, and I elaim he knew more about the work 
than the Instructor in Tropical Agricultnre. Yet 
the overseer was di1nniRsed without anv notice. 
He was told to take three weeks' leave, but he 
need not cn1ne hack to his work, and he never 
received any explanation a,; to why he had been 
dis1ni~"Red. Ele waH an ent hu~ia:::.t in the rnatter 
of raising cane seedlings. l-Ie brought the 1natter 
under rny notic"J on several occasions, and I 
brought it up in the Hun:w. The Secrei.ary f,w 
AgricultnrP, !.Vho has krjowJedge of cane culLiva­
t]on, st1011!d krep a 1nan there \Vho at lea"t bad 
the interest.~ of the indu~Lry at heR.l t, antl who 
\Vas urging all the time that the propagt1tion 
of cane t,-:ePdlings should be c.1rried on R.t the 
nun.ery. 'rh en-~ is not a ~ini.! h~ vegetable rait;ed 
Rt the mrr>etY for thP mle of the men. Tbere 
i~ only or1e 111an at the nur ... Pry \Yhn receives 
a Jeceut wage. I think thi~ clerk receive:5 
£2 a ""-e'-k, Htld he acts as overs....:er, nnd the 
ordy n1an who i-. dect'ntly p,~id i~ the Ixn;truc­
tor in Trl))Jic .J A•/-riculture; and, with all due 
re . ..:::pe,;t to that gent.lt'tnan, I rna.y t;ay that. I 
\Vent ronnd the dbtrict during the recc~H a~king 
va.riou~ sutth~rs what thty thought of his capa­
bilitie" as an instructor, and the only thing· I 
heard he \'a.;; a.ny goud at was pruning coffee 
trees. In fact, S<>me of the sett!< rs complained 
that he told thPnl to ulant the cutiee trees with 
an easterly aspeco, m:d that they followed his 
advice, an, I that the tirst heavy frost killed the 
trees ; and I claim that to the Instructor in 
Tropical r\griculture is largely due the fmlure d 
the coffee plantations in the Cairns district. 

Mr. AIREY: The place is a joke in Xorth 
Qmensland. 

Mr. :\IANN: Yes. \Ve had a tobacco experi­
ment tbere. 

The SECRE~'ARY J"'R AGRIC\JLTURE : \Vhen was 
that? 
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Mr. MAN:i'\: It was during the Io.st two 
season~. 

::\Ir. D. HCNTEH: \Vhile yuu were over here. 

:\Ir. 1\IANN: One crnp "'" taken off while 
the prPsent Secretary fur Agriculture was in 
officP, and one ouring the tirne his predecessor 
was in ,,ffice. 

The ::iECltETAHY FOH AGRICCLTCRE: Didn't 
you me.ntion the matter last ses,ion or the 
session before that? 

Mr. ::\IA:i'\i-1: No. I tried to mention i>, but 
I" as gagged by members on the other side. At 
the time we visited the nursery the tobacco crop 
was alnHht ripe, and any child of ten years of 
age could have gauged how much tobacco leaf 
would be got. The shed to receive the tobacco 
leaf was not built at that time, but a little bit of 
a grass-thatched shed would have held all the 
tobacco that was got off this plot. I think there 
have been two cuttings, and the total amount of 
tobacco leaf cut was 75 lb. weight. I noticed 
the Com·ier, when I asked the question in the 
House, tried to mislead the country by putting 
down £75 worth of tobacc;:, had been taken 
off this small plot. I wish the House and the 
country clearly to understand that, for an ex­
penditure of £36G £!.<. fld., 75 lb. weight of 
tobacco was produced. That is enough to pre­
vent any other settler trying to grow tobacco, 
>tlthough tobacco can be grown in the dis­
trict successfully. I guarantee that you would 
get better results for an expendifure of £40 under 
the l:<te overseer, who was dismissed, without 
any reaRon, after ten years' faithful service, 
than was obta,ined by I he expenditure of thttt 
£366 !ls. Drl. Jnst to show what the Instructor 
in Tropical Agriculture knows about agriculture, 
I ma:.t mention that a canegruwer wrote to him, 
fcsking him what be s'1nuld do in a use in which 
some c-~ne had not struck, and the ttn:;;wer he 
received was that be should carefully plant 
another row of cane beside the one which did 
not stiike, ancl that if b"th grew he wonld have 
two rmn of cane. (Laughter.) That is a fact. 
\Vhen the 0\·erseer was dbmissed I wired to the 
Minister for Agriculture tellmg him that the 
Kamerungil State N nr~:~er,y \Vat! not the slighteRt 
bit of g<><>d t > the Cairrs district. Ao a matter 
of fact, the nursery does harm tu the district, be­
cause if that nursery was not thr·' e and was not 
f'nch a ho\vling failure, we should h:-tve a chance 
of get1 ing- a State farm at Atherton. 1 claim 
that that nursery is tho laughing- stock of all 
:i'\orth Queensland. It costs £1,Gii0 a vear to 
keep up, and there is not " bit of cablnge or 
lettuc' or other vegetable grown on the pl.tce. 
It i.3 a sweating shop. The only rnr~n who [;'ets 
a decent wage is the rnan_._trer. Tlv t-loughman, 
I think, got a rir, ~ uf 2~. Gd. a Wt-ek \\hen the 
over;o:;Per was di..,rni.s-..t d. I cl<J,lm that if anyone 
should havn been dismissed it is the man who 
was responsiblP for that howllngfailnre in tobacco 
cnlti vation, becaJ·,.fl he will not nwke a success 
of anything which c ,n be of me tn the settlers 
in the dhtl·ict. 

The SEUHETAHY FOR }\fiXES : Did you not 
report to the Government that he was r,"pun· ible 
for all this? 

::\lr. MA:i'\N: I ha Ye always condemned the 
way in whirh the nursery was managed. I h'we 
always asked that something should he done in 
the way <>f propag-ating cane seedlings there. 
In that work the overseer w"s :m expert, and he 
ought to have be"n kPpt on, hue inste.1d of that 
he was disrniF~Red, without any alleged reason, 
after ten ye.:1,rs' faithful service in the depart­
ment. The hem. member for Cambooya· can 
bear out wlt>tt I suy wi' h regard to the co;1dition 
of that nnrsery and its management, because be 
visited the place and saw things fer himself. If 

a State farm were managed in the same way on 
the Downs, we should soon hear about it, and see 
a change. 

Mr. ArREY : He said it ought to be thrown 
into the Townsville Harbour. 

Mr. lVIANN: I do not wish to say anything 
harsh of the present J\1inister fur .. Agricultu1 8 1 bev 
cause the hon. member for 1\bckay is one of the 
rrwF~t courteous m ern bers in the H o{lSe, and I have 
the most friendly feeling towards him, but I claim 
that as Minister for Agricultnre be is a failure. 
The hrm. gentleman is not so nmcb reRponsible for 
the administration of the R'lilw 'Y Department, 
but curiously enough the Premier claimed credit 
for the goPd '.Vork the Governn1ent \\·ere doing 
in that dep"rtment. He stated that £170,000 
more was earned this year than last year, but be 
forgot entirely to mention that, to earn that sum, 
an increased expenditure of £1GG,OOO was in­
curred, and that if they had not knocked off a 
number of men in June, and cut down the 
stores, they would have had a deficit rather than 
a surplus. I am not a railway expert, but I have 
been told, on what I claim to be the very hest 
authority, that all the brakes on the Cairns Hail­
way are defective ; that the \Vesting-house brakes 
are mostly cut out, and that some day there will 
be a smash on that line. Does the Minister 
intend to face that fact, or will he go into the 
matter? 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAY~: You make 
your statement, and we will very soon find out 
what are the facts. 

JI.Ir. J\IAN:i'\: That has been told to me, and 
I belit'Ve it is true. I have also been told that 
two engines which were ordered from the old 
country for the Cairns Rail way were sent to 
Towns,·ille, and that two engines which bad been 
working- on the Townsville Railway were sent to 
Cairns in their place. 

The s"'CHEL\ItY FOH MIXES : Has the hon. 
member reported that to the Commiosioner? 

JHr. :!\IAXN: I cannot go running- round to 
thP department about matters of this kind every 
five minutes. \Vhen the late I\linister visited 
C ,tirns I took hiin to the goods-shed office \vhere 
the clerks were WPrking, anrl fnr the last two 
yeaL: I have been urging the Government_ to 
build " d•cent pJ.,ce for the !tccomrnudatlull 
of those dfice1·e. Tbe office in which th y have 
to work is a little Clld iron building 23 fe~t by 
14 feet, and i"' not a fit pi. ce for any men_ to 
occupy. I got the health dficer at C»irns, Dr. 
B,,xter-Tyrie, to report on tbe place, and I be­
lieve he hat~ done so. I have not , ,_::en his 
re1,ort, hut I am sM5sfied that he reported 
strongly again,t the use of the building for 
its present pur~,ose. It is not only unhealthy 
enough to destrov the health of clerks but to 
des I roy the health of " r·hinoceros. On my 
repret3enting that rnatter to the dep;:trtrllcnt I 
got tbe umal stereotnwd reply than the 
inatter would be looked into. There lms heen 
an aaitation by pf'ople living on the T\Iareeba­
Ath:r-tnn Rail~rny for a f:idir!g <tt a place calit-d 
Rocky Creek. 1 interviewed the l.linister on 
the Subject, nnd prt'sPnted to hiJn a petiti1'U 
from the residents of the phtce, and recerYed the 
UAtml stereotyped reply that the matter would be 
looked into. \Vh:;, the matter has been before 
the Commisioner for two years. 

The SEUHETARY J!'OH RAILWAYS: The matter 
is being attended t<>. 

Mr. MANN: Is the thing being done? 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes. 

Mr. MANN : \Vhy not have informed me of 
the fact? (Laughter.) However, I am glad to 
have that information from the Minister. Now,. 

Mr.Mann.} 
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I will go back to the appointment of the hon. 
gentleman os 1Iinister for Agriculture, and ask 
hin1 can hP ~i ve this I-IouRe a satisfactory reason 
for appointi,tg J\lr. Paddle to De. Maxwell's 
position? 

The i'\f;c;a;TARY FOR RAILWAYS: Thttt is not 
in my dt,partrnent. 

The TREAST:RER: I am responsible for that 
appointment. 

J\Ir. 11ANN : Does the hon. gentleman mean 
to say that he has at last plucked up coura'(e to 
do something on his own initiative? All I 0~m 
say is that the Minister f<>r Agriculture might 
advance some reason for Mr. Paddle being ap­
pointed, but the Treasurer knows as much about 
agricultm;e as he knows about finance. 

The TREASURER: As you know about politics. 

Mr. MANN : I don't want my wife to put me 
into Parliament, at any rate. 

The TREAST:RER: You are a nigger-driver. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 

Mr. MANN: I am a canegrower and 
natumlly take a keen interest in the' man 
who is appointed to do this work, and I 
say here on the floor of this House that I do 
not know ::\fr. Paddle, except by repute, and 
from what I have heard his reputation is not a 
good one. I know, as a matter of fact, that he 
was at the 1\Iosman. :Mill for one season, and 
that he was a rank fmlure. \Vhen he went there 
first it wos Paddle berp, and Paddle there-Paddle 
was going to do great things-but at the end 
of the seo,son they dispensed with his services 
and the mill has been doing better eve~ 
since. Now, I am told that a gentleman named 
Des place, a man whose name I h:we heard men­
tioned by the Pr~mier and mentioned by other 
hon. members m the very highest terms-I 
believe he did good work-I am informed Dr. 
1Iaxweil recommended that Desplace be pnt in 
his place. I am told that he wrote to the 
Cabinet to that effect, and I would like to know 
if that letter nme before the Cabinet-if the 
Cabinet dealt with it. According to what. the 
Treasurer says, he appointed Paddle on his own 
responsibility. I claim that such a serious ap­
pointment as this should only be made after most 
careful consideration. 

The TREAST:RER : So it was. 

Mr. MA:c\N : And that the Secretary for 
Agriculture should have been consulted. I claim 
that it requires two men for that position. It 
requires a man to give the farmers instruction on 
the cultivation of their crops, as well as a man to 
attend to the manufacturin;( department. That 
is the only way you can get stttisfaction out of 
running the milb for the Government. It is 
no use having ~he best possible engineer, or 
man to manage m the mills, unless the farmers 
can grow something to be crushed by those mills, 
and I cla~m that the Secretary for Agriculture 
should have been consulted. I find that the 
Treasurer is to blame for that appointment and 
the Secret,ary for Agriculture has not 'been 
allowed to do what he likes and put a man there. 
\Ve want a man to instruct the farmers in grow­
ing cane, as well as a man to manage the mills. 
I will now leave ~h~e Secretary for Agriculture 
and turn to the 1\Im1ster for Lands, who told the 
hon. member for Burnett last night--

Mr. J\!URPHY: You must be going right along 
the front Treasury bench. 

Mr. MANN: I have dealt with the small fry, 
and I am now dealing with the people who were 
the small fry once, but who are now the big 
potatoes. (Laug-hter.) However, I will deal 

[Mr.Mann. 

with the Minister for Lands. Last ni~ ht he 
told the hon. member for Burnett that~ he did 
not know what was going on in his own district. 
He told me the same thing last year. He told 
me I did not know what the Lands Department 
was doing for the canecutteril in my district. I 
asked him what they were doing, and he said 
they were surveying certain blocks for the cane­
cutters, and on my asking him where, be 'aid 
near the Mulgrave Mill. I say there is not a 
bit of land fit for agricultural purposes near the 
Mulgrave Mill other than privately-owned land. 
The Secretary for Lands asked me to go round 
and see the papers, and I went round and 
saw the reports. If the Lands Department 
had known their business at all they might 
at least have dropped me a note asking my 
opinion as to the quality of the hnd, because I 
think twery hon. member in this House should 
know what is being done in his electorate, and as 
this land is within 8 miles of my home, I should 
know it as well as anyone in my district. And 
I told the Minister then, and I tell him now, the 
land is unsuitable. There was a surveyor there 
for fonr months, doing work that is absolutely of 
no use, while there is a lack of surveyors in the 
Atherton district., where men are waiting to get 
on the land. I do not know bow many applica­
tion" have been made for this lfmcl, but I was told 
by a loc>tl reBident that possibly three blocks 
might be apDiied for became they were above 
flood-mark, but he said the balance of the blocks 
were of very poor country, liable to flood, and 
altogether valueless for agricultural purposes. 

The SECRETARY J."Ol\ PrBLIO LANDS : \Vhere 
is this? 

Mr. MANN: Near the Muigrave :\Iill. It is 
poor useless country not fit for the purpose, and 
I suppose the Secretary for Lands will get up 
and say he surveyed so many blocks for cane­
cutters, and the pe,ple do not want them. The 
conditions were so bad that nobody would take 
them up, and I may safely say this : Not one 
single canecutter will e,·er establish a home there, 
because the land is not fit for him to go on. 
Perhaps, at t.he outside, three residents of the 
town of Nelson may ma~ke application for the 
blocks which are a hove floo·1 mark, and are of 
red volcanic soil. C>tn the hon. gentleruan tell 
me how many applications were made for the 
land? 

The SECRETARY FOR PT:BLIO LANDS: No; I 
cannot. 

Mr. 1IANN: I am quite satisfied that !)5 per 
cent. of those allotments will never he applied 
for, because they are utterly unsuitable. The 
strictures of the hon. member for Fassifern on 
the Lands Departrmmt were, I belim·e, jnstifi­
able. You, Sir, will remember my asking a 
question in the House last year as to the number 
of people in the State who had registered their 
names on the books of the Lands Department 
for Atherton lands, and I believe there were 
something like 500 names down at that time, 
although I have been informed there are people 
up there already ten deep waiting to get on the 
land. Yet, in spite of that fact, there has been 
barely anythin~ done in the matter ; 125letters 
were sent out by the department lately to those 
1nen who registered their names in the books, 
and twenty-seven replies were received. 

The SECHETARY FOH PT:BLJC LANDS: 446 por­
tions were taken up last year In the Herberton 
and Atherton districts. 

Mr. l\IANN : I am only dealing with Ather­
ton. I received a letter from a member of a 
group the other :lay who says it is two years 
since he opplied hr that group, and he cannot 
tell yet how much land he is going to get, nor 
when he is going to get it; and I have been 
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further informed by a man who,e word I can 
creditably believe, that the timber on some of those 
selections was valued before ever the land was 
surveyed or designed. 'l'hat j,, whoever v.tlued 
that timber wem on to it :1nd said there was so 
much pine and so much cedar on those select,ons, 
und the unfortunate selector is charged accord­
ingly. 

Mr. KE1>NA: ·whether it is there or whether it 
is not. 

Mr. MANN: Yes. I would just like to rt:ad 
t<J the Home a letter I received the other day 
from the Atherton Chamber of C Jmmerce. It 
has bePn a,ked why I am opposing this Govern­
n1ent, and I think this letter will let the people 
cut,ide under,tand whv I c<Juld not conscien­
tion::.ly .support this G~)Vern1nent, or any other 
Government that would do the s 1,me thing. The 
letter is dated 21st ,Tune, 1009, and reads-

By direction of the Atherton Chamber of Commerce, 
I have the hononr of informing yvu that my chamber 
are strenuously advocating the retluction of high vd.lues 
placed on Crown lands in the A.therton district, and 
m:k for your assistanee in the matter. .it present the 
value placed on land is £;'3 lOs. per acre. wbert'.lS land 
better situated and timbered was only £2 ver acre pre~ 
viously. 

Now, ::Yir. Speaker, I said when I opened my 
remarks that I d1d not think the country was to 
he congratulated upon your removal from the 
Lands lJepartment into the Home Department, 
and from that to the Speaker's chair. If mem­
bers turn up Hansard for 190G, page 1862, they 
will find this-

:Jfr . .J.:LtSX: Now that the H.ailwaYs Bill had gone 
through, a,nd it was proposed to build H. line from T-olga 
to Lake Eaeham on the guarantee system, he should like 
to know what would be the up:-.et price ot' the land 
which had been surveyed in that district, and whether 
the price would not be lessenecl in con.sequence of the 
passage of the Rail ways Bill t 

And you, .l\Ir. Speaker, who were then Secretary 
for Land.•, replied to this effect-

The Secretary for Pub He Lands hoped the hon mem­
ber would not pin him clown to the precise price, bnt 
he could assure the hon. member that the pas.sage of 
thP: H,ailways lJill-as was Hnnounced when it was 
before the Chamber-would bring about a reduction in 
the price vf Crown lands. 

That is the promise made by you, Mr. 
Speaker, when Minister for Lands, and I be­
lieve you intended to keep that promise, and 
would have kept it only the Premier insisted 
on his pound of fle,h. The Premier wishes 
apparently to wring out of the unfortunate 
settlers every shilling that he can. 

1Ur. D. HUNTER: He is a Scotchman, you 
know. 

Mr. l\IANJ:\: YeB He was up there the 
other day and a deputation told him the 
troubles and trials and hardships they had to 
get on to their places, and to take their stock 
and implements there. One settler told him 
that he bad to carry his cream separator 9 
miles along a blazed track through the scrub. 

It used to take that settler a whole 
[10 p.m.] da~ to come into Allnmbah, get his 

ratrons, and go hack again. The 
peoplo up there applied to the Minister for 
Lands for a grant to mako a road through that 
scrub, and, in spite of the fact that the Lands 
Departm0nt jumped up the land from £2 to 
£3 10s. per acre, they refused to give these 
settlers any grants to make roads. Further 
than that. they are charged with the price of 
timber they cannot sell, and which judg­
inp; from information which I hO:ve re­
ceived, is not even on the selection, 
Does the Minister for Lands expect to 
get successful settlement if he penalises 
his selectors in that way? You, Sir, promised 
that the price of the land should be reduced, 

\'1 new of the fact that these settlers have to 
guarante0 interest on tho Tolga-Johnstone 
railway, but that promise has been kept 
by the price of the land being raised from £2 
to £3 10s. per acre, a difference of £1 10s. 
i:lurcly there is enough in that difference to 
permit this Government to giYc a grant to 
these settlers to build the roads. I should think 
the aim >md object of a Government who pro" 
claim themselves to be the friends of the 
farmers iJ to sco the settler is successful when 
he gors on his land. They say that members 
over here advocate a land tax. I have always 
advocated a land tax to break up land mono­
poly, to pave tho w.ly for effective occupa­
tion, but I have always gone against any land 
tax being pnt on the struggling' settler. This 
Go\·ernn1cnt, which is decla.irning against a 
land tax, penalises these settlers hy raising 
the prico o£ the land upon them. ·when I first 
entered this Chamber, you could get p;ood 
land at Athorton, onlv a few miles away from 
the railway, at £1 an acre. The price has n?W 
gone up enormously-up to £4 an rwre, whwh 
the Government is charging for scrub land­
and no grant will oe made to help these 
settlers to make a success of their selections 
by giving them access to market. 

:Mr. K.E:>NA: \Yhat does it cost to cl<>1.r? 

Mr. :;J:IANN: Anything up to £4 or £5 an 
acre to fell and clear. These men are handi­
capped from the very outset. They cannot fin.d 
a market for the t!mbor, because the market rs 
p;luttcd. Owing to the regulations they are 
not allowed to sell it. I have seen log,s lying 
along the roadside, which a settler had felled 
and dragged out, and he told me that he was 
not allowed to sell it hy the regulations, while 
the borers were eating it and making it value­
less. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: He could burn 
it. 

::Yir. MAKN: He could burn it, hut he is 
charged by the Government for that timber, 
and he cannot sell it. He has got to hurn it. 
They won't give him a grant for roads. and 
apparently they wish the settlement to be a 
failure. Hundreds of settlers have gpne away, 
and still the Government hoa,st about settling 
people on the country. They are issuing 
pamphlets telling what land will be available 
in Atherton for settlement, They do not men­
tion that men aro waiting ton deep, and some 
of them for over two years, and judging from 
the progress of the Lands Department they 
wili wait for another two. Now, Sir, as show­
ing the feeling in the country, I have !l'ot a 
letter here from a settler .. You know hrm as 
an old pioneer, who has done a lot of work in 
Queensland, and he says this-

The biggest question before Queen~lander;;: (beside:::: the 
bursting np oft he Kidston-Philp coalition) is the prickly 
pear trouble. All other matters are insignific:tnt com­
pared to it, for it is night and day eating into the vitals 
of the country. Already we have-· 

10 million acres rninecl, deprecin.ted at least to the 
extent of 15s per acre=£75,000,000. 

10 million acres partially infected and deprPciated, 
7s. 6d. per acre=£3,750,000. Total, £11,230,0no. 

This is the legacy left by the eontinuons Philp push, 
for, I am afrHid. all time. If the people of Queensland 
could only grasp the terrible results of the Philo rnle in 
this respect the~· would never want an.\· more Ph Bp, for 
future generations of Queen~hmders will curRe,.the name 
of Philp, and in getting rid of the rlre~ent unholy com~ 
bine we are aimmg to prevent Philp ancl his. c1•owd 
further ruining this St:tle. It is quite patent that 1\' ... 
Kidston is at present merely a gramaphone for tl1e 
Philp-tory crowd, who would scruple nt nothing to 
keep the rnnnin~ of the affalrs of this State in their 
hands. :Par the future they should be called the prickly 
pear party. 
(Laughter.) I suppose we can call them "the 

Mr.Mann.] 



390 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Add1·ess in Reply. 

prickly pe·ar party," because thev have been 
a scourge and a pest to Queensland. Perhaps 
you kno1v the country I am going to mention. 
~ haYe here a m_ap of a big area of country a.!! 
n,fested wtth pnckly pear. 1\ly informant tells 
me that if this land was free of pear it would 
fetch £1 10s. an acre at any time. The line 
from Roma to Brisbane runs through it. This 
land is known as Dulacca and the late con­
tinuou.c; Government left the lessee in posse'"­
~ion of that with the pear growing on it, until 
Jt got too bad to keep any longer. Then it 
was thrown up, and thev haYe that land to­
day practically ruined. 8om0• of it is fit for 
nothing. That is a leu:acv of the continuous 
Gov-ernment. '---' ~ 

:\Ir. J. 1\I. HUNTER: It has formed the sub­
ject of inquiry. 

:\lr. 2\IAN:'\: I am sorry to come back to 
the small fry again, but I wish to ask the 
?"reasurer if he caused any inquiry to be made 
m to a matter I l rought under his notice when 
we were discussing the amendment of the 
Harbour Boards Act. The Treasurer told me 
then that at Atherton some residents thought 
that an officiaJ of the Lands Department had 
been mixing himself up in the local election. 
I a.sk him if he made any inquirv into it? He 
is afraid. · 

The TREASURER: Afraid of you? 

The SPE.AKER: Order! The hon. member 
must address the Chair. 

Mr. 1\fANN: The hon. member is afraid to 
cope in any shape or form with the corruption 
in the different d<'partmcnts. I hav€ never 
asked for much from the hon. gentleman, but 
I may say I wrot€ a f€w months ago about the 
matter of establishing a Savings Bank at 
Tolga. There are six hotels thm€ but theTe 
is not a Savings Bank. ' 

:\Ir. D. HUNTER: They don't want a Savings 
Bank there. 

:\Ir. :\IANN : I have applied for a Savings 
Bank, and I have been refuse·d, unless the 
people pditioned for it. Now whv should 
the people petition for such a n~cessary thing 
as a Savings Bank? The Tolga-Johnstone Rail­
way is passing the·re, and surely it is not too 
much to ask. when there is sufficient population 
to support six hotels, there should be a Savings 
Bank established. Now, lcaYing the smaJl fry 
again, and coming tn the Pre1nier, I must 
ag~in co11:g~atulate hirn upon wiring to the 
Pnme :\l!mst-er of the Commonwealth. J'-Ir. 
Deakin, in the manner that he did. While 
the Premier was at Atherton a deputation 
waited on him in regm·d to the timber in­
dustry. They laid certain facts and figures 
before the Premier, and fairly showed that, 
no matter what reductions were made in the 
raihvay fre·ights, unless prop0r protection vvas 
given to the timber industry against outside 
competttwn, there must be a big slump indeed 
in a very large industry in North QueBnsland, 
and in South Queensland, too. 

:\Ir. D. HUNTER: It is time there was a 
dump. 

:\lr. Cif A:\'"": That ma.y be the hon. mem­
ber's opinion. hut these men up there all 
know their busines .. Tlwrc t1re timbc·r· 
getters, saw rr1illers, teamster,", and --cttlers 
dependent on it, and the~o n1en laid the case 
before the Pre1nier in the clearest possible 
~·ern1s, and said tha.t they E1U~t get protection 
m order to protect the industrv and allow a 
living wage to be paid to the 'men who fall 
and null. 

C\fr D. Hc:xTim: Timber is higher than 
ever. 

[M1'. M ann. 

:\Ir. :\JAN~: The Premier, replying to that 
deputation, said it was not his place to interfere 
with the Federal Government. Yet he formed 
a coalition to fight the Federal Government 
-the Federal Labour party. 

OPPOSITION :\lEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

:\lr. :\lAX:\' : Tho reason that the Premier 
did not inkrfcre, as I pointed out to theoe 
titnb~r n1e11 a.Herwa.rd ., was tha.t the Pretnier 
t1t the rwxt Focleraldection might be running 
three !rct>tmde candidates in the interests of 
the tory party sitting over there. 'l'he :\linister 
for ~\line::;, in spcaki11g' last nig·ht, clearly laid 
it down that. this Uovernrnent. f'D far 2s he 
Y\'as concern· d, had n.:..l ~y1npathy with protec­
tion. The hon. g·{'ntleman wa.s ahvays a free­
trader, and he has a ri~·ht to his opinions; 
but. a.s a, QuecnslandPl'. I ohj€ct to any party 
being in no,~·cr in the Co-tnnwn\\'-calth Parlia­
ment unlo s they arc prepared to prot<ect 
Queensland industries. 

The SECRETAI<Y FOR :\JrNES: I did not 
connect it with the election. 

:\lr. :\I A XI\: But the hon. gentleman is a 
Iimh of the Uovf'rnn1ent, and his opinions 
might carrv considerable weight with his 
colleagues. 'In fact, he will ha Ye a hand in the 
choosing of the three ·-,ena.tors himself. He 
mig·ht sdect the candidates, and I know that 
if he selected thorn th< re would be no protec­
tion for the timber industry. 

:\Ir. D. HuNTER: I hope there will not be. 

:\Ir. :\IAX:'\: \Yhen the Premier of Queens­
land sent that. wire to Deakin. if he had a 
spark of patriotic f<'oling in him. he would 
have wired io Deakin a'king him what he 
intended to do for the sugar industry. and did 
he intend to ke<'p on tlw protection ~rante_d 
to that industry. But he newr thought 1t 
as '· orth while to see whether the sugar in­
dustrv or the timber industry, Wl1'·' properly 
protected or not. It is the sa.me thing in 
connection with the banana industry. Had I 
time, I would deal fully with that industry 
al.3o. 

J\Ir. AIREY: Go ahead. 
:\Ir. :\IANN: I would point out to the 

people> of ()neensland that there is no hope 
for any Queensland industry so long as the 
present Federal Government is in powe_r, and 
so lonrr as we find the Government stttmg on 
th0 T,;asury benches here are willing to keep 
that Federal Government in power by sending 
down more frectraders to blast the industries 
of Queensland. It may be alleged that the 
Queensland senators who were returned at 
the last ckotion haYe voted for protection for 
Queensland. I admit that they did do so. 
(Hear, hear!) But they voted for freetrade 
for New South \Vales and Victoria, and the 
people of Now South \\'ales a.nd Victoria will 
b£'. -aying, ''If these Queensland members vote 
protection for t lwmse )yes, but yote to g1ve us 
froetracle, we will give them a dose of their own 
sauce." If the Premier does not talm the 
warning given him by the hon. member for 
N undah the other night, and fight the free­
trade party and support the Labour party at 
the coming Federal elections. then the sugar 
industry will be wiped out so far as this Stat." 
is concerned. 

l\Ir. D. HUXTER: How will it save it by 
supporting the Labour party? 

l\Ir. :\L'tNN: The natural corollary of being 
a Labour man is being a protectionist. The 
man who believes in short hours and pays good 
wages must be protected to enable him to do 
so. (Hear, hear!) Men like Page and Mc­
Donald, both of whom are freetrade members 
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Df the Labour party in the Federal Parlia­
ment, voted consistently to support the pro­
tection of the sugar industry. After that 
deputation which had waited on the Premier, 
if ho had been a true Queenslander, he "ould 
han' la.id it down in his wire to Deakin, 
.. rnless you protect our timber, sugar, and 
banana i1~dustrics, this Government is going 
to do all It can to return to the Federal Par­
liament memb-ers opposed to the Deakin-Cook 
coalitiou." But he asked for no sureties at 
all with rei[arcl to Queensland. He was satis­
fied so long as he saw the Labour party 
downed. lie did not mind the Labour party 
once, as he ag:reecl with their policy, yet hP 
~·1red to Deak1n congratulating him for put­
tmg the Labour party out of office. But it 
was clue to (luecnsland for the Premier to ask 
Deakin what he wa, going to do for (~ueens­
land. 

::\Ir. GRAXT: \Vhat did you go down to Mel­
bourne to interview Deakin for? 

. :\Ir. MAJ\'N: I am glad that I have got that 
mterJeCtlOn, because it has been sent round 
the Chamber that I went down to J\Ielbourne 
to interview Deakin in connection with the 
Federal <~lections. That is perfectly true. I 
went clown at the reqm··,t of the Kidston com­
mittee to interview Deakin. That wa·' before 
the Kidston party coalesced with the Philp 
party. 

:\Ir. GRAXT: \Vhat committee do you refer 
to? 

:\Ir. 1\IA::\'N: The hon. gentleman knows as 
well as I do. · 

:\fr. GRANT: Gi,-o us some of their names? 

;\Ir. MAN:\': I a;';, not going to give the 
hon. member that eatisfaction. 

:\lr. GRANT: Thev were the hon members 
now sitting behind you. · 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 

:VIr. :\IANN: That is utterly incorrect. The 
mot10n was earned at a meeting of the party. 
There were ten members there. 

:\Ir AIREY: The hon. member for .Rock­
hampton did not attend those meetings. 

:\lr. MAN:\': Xo. I went clown at the re­
quest of that committee. I had a letter from 
the secretary to that committee askin~ me to 
sec Deakin, and n1y mi::;sion to Deaki; was to 
ask him _what _was his policy. and to ask him 
to put Ius policy before the country to see if 
WC' could accept it, and fight for him. 

:Ur. AIREY: A perfectly legitimate mission. 
:\Ir. GRANT: To fight against the Labour 

party. 

:\Ir. MA:::\N: That is not true. I told the 
Federal Labour members when I was in .Mel­
bourne, and I suggested to them that it would 
bo better for them if the La hour and Kidston 
parties fought the Queensland election to­
gether, as if we had the democratic and r.abour 
parties fighting side by side we v·ould sween 
(JCiecnsland at tlw polls-we woul~l win ever'v 
Shtt in Queensland. I said that there could be 
two Labour senators and one Kidston senator 
and. Sella tor Stewart could fight the ( '.:tpri: 
corma electorate agamst Archer; and, if that 
\VC re agreed to, \VC ,.vou ld sv--eep Queensland. 
I am not ashamed of that mis·.,ion at all. I 
am not ashamed of my mission to Melbourne. 
The only thing that I am ashamed of is that 
d_c'mocrats, ith whom I was forn1erly a,s·:-o­
Ciated-or, rather, a few of them-are nmv 
sitting over there supporting that tory crowd. 

~Ir. GRA~T: \Vhat did Dcakin say? 

}fr. MANX: I never saw Deakin on that 
matter. While I am dealing with the 

Federal members, I might perhaps turn to 
the question of Federal and State finance. 
(UoYernmcnt laughter.) Before dealing with 
that, I will quote what the hon. member for 
Rockhampton, the present Premier, said about 
the hon. member for Carpeutaria, .Mr. For­
syth, who is the present member for :iYioreton. 
le will be found on page 310 of H ansard for 
1903. The ., nior member for Rockhampton 
then .saicl-

\Ye all know the readiHess of that hon. gentleman to 
advhe on all matcers under heaven on the shortest 
notice, and without stopping to thiuk. He h, ready to 
ad\'ise ou any suhjeet from the ~baq1emng of a pt~ncil 
to the tioatiug or a loan. :So it is pos~ible he may have 
been advising the Government, anli if this is so I would 
advise th0 G-overnment to change theiJ• adviser. 

That was the opinion held r.y thn ILember for 
Rockhampton of the hon. member for :iYioreton 
in 1903. Of c•mr~·e, I could pick up equally 
sharp cri+,icism' by the hon. meillber fur :iY1oreton 
on the Premier, but time will not permit. I 
would just like to q u<'te further from a r~mark 
made by tl)e Premier in the •~ame Hnnsm·d, 1!!03, 
page 38, when he was < mdemuing the financing 
of the Philp Administration-financing which 
was on the sante lines as the financing now going 
on under his guidance. 

::Yir. AIREY : That is so. 

Mr. MANif : This is what he said-
In the face of the appeah:. made to them they had no 

more control O\'er the de:stinies of the people than a log 
floating on a torrent has power to guide the torrent. 

And this will be found in the same Hnnscwd at 
page 40-

Xo sane man can come to any other conclusion than 
tbat the extravagance or tbc incompetence of the 
pre::;ent Mini" try, or both, is rt-''';ponsible for the present 
condition of the Treasury. 

I might use the Premier's words, and say the 
same thing about himself now. I mentioned 
how tlw Premier boasted about the increasing 
railway revenu€, but he forgot to mention that 
the incr<Jasing expenditure had almost sv, al­
lowed it up. He boasted when sitting on this 
side that h0 could cut down expenditure by 
£500,000 without hurting the departments, and 
he claimed that he would not do it by lowering 
wages, which he considered to be false 
economy. This is .-ery significant. The ex­
penditure in 1907-8 was £4,373,196, and for 
1908-9 it was £4,7(}6,303. It was pointed out 
last Y"'~'Lr that expenditure had increased over 
reYcnue in the proportion of two to ono. As 
there was a nominal surplus of £115,000, but 
a real surplus of £240,000, no great objection 
could be raised to increasing expendtture so 
long as the increase in revenue kept pace. 
l have no objection to expenditure increasing 
as long as it is '' arrantecl by increased 
revenue and healthy conditions; but this 
year, in spite of the fact that the revenue 
is the biggest in the history of Queensland, 
the surplus was ]t>ss than £10,000. And the1·e 
,,,•oulcl ha.ve bBen no surpius but for the fact 
that n£'DCosary work was suspended for the 
time being. The increase in ·8xpenditure \vas 
£508.000, and adding to that the £500,000 
,,·hich the Premier boasted he could cut down 
in expenditure, he has kept his promiso to the 
tune of about £1.000,000 on tbB wrong side­
that is to say, he is only about £1,000,000 out. 
L\.r against that large increase in expenditure 
our row nue ha'· only increased by £277,846. 
The increased e··:pemliture of £508,000 npre­
sents nearly £1 per head for ev<Jry man, 
woman. and child---to be actually correct, 
18s. 5cl. for every unit of our popula­
tion-an almost unprecedented inorease in 
llueensland's history. It will be remem 

!J.f r. M ann.] 
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bered that in 1903 the Premier said that the 
expenditure on services might he reduced by 
£:i00, 000, and the fulfilment of his promise is 
seen in tho figures I have quote·d. Noarly 
£1,500,000 of loan money was spont l.ast year 
by way of booming revenuo; yet we are within 
a stone'·, throw of a recurrence of deficits. \Ye 
have a surplus of a little over• £9,000, though 
the revenue is the higgeot on record. It is 
evident that expenditure has been booming at 
a pace almost uuprecodonted. Victoria, South 
Australia, and New South \Vales can say they 
were hampered by a declining revenue from 
the Commonwealth, but Queensland has re­
ooived over £1,000,0{!0 from that source, which 
1s a larger amount than before, so that even 
the palliation of this poor excuse is entirely 
ab,ent. \Vith singular prudence and· cunning 
the ~remier got out of the Treasury himself, 
and 1s leaving somo other unfortunate to get 
the blame. 

Tho TREASURER: I am quite ready for it. 

:\1r. MA?\N: I believe the hon. gentleman 
is ready. He can see the flooding of the 
Treasury by a sea of deficits; and he stands, 
like a second Mrs. Partington, with broom in 
hand trying to swoep back thG flood ; but he 
hard! v dares to lift the broom without oon­
sulting tho Premier, who is, after all, the 
'.freasurer. And, when there is a success, he 
takes credit for it; but when anything goes 
wrong he allows the blame to be put on some­
body else. All the things that have met with 
favour during the past five years the present 
Government tako credit for; but in the case 
of anything that has not met with favour they 
turn round and say, "Oh! Airey did that." 
\Vhcn the hon. member for South Brisbane 
was Treasurer he got a return prepared show­
ing the expcnditurn in establishing State 
farms, and the late Minister for Agriculture 
pointed out at Atherton how unwise it would 
be to establish any more State farms, seeing 
the unfortunate record, and when a murmur 
of di,,sent ran round the room, he said, "I am 
not responsible for this return it was that 
terrible fellow, Mr. Aircy,'' ' 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! and 
laughter. 

Mr. MANN: In 1903 the hon. member for 
Rockhampton made a special indictment 
against the Philp Government in connection 
with soft billets in the public service, which 
they seemed to regard as a sort of genteel 
Dunwich for their friends. The extravagant 
Philp made about 1,000 appointments in five 
or six years; but the same thing is going on 
now. If any man makes himself prominent in 
an electorate represented by a member on the 
Opposition side, and he can get the member 
to go over to the. other side ho can get a nice 
soft billet. 'l'hat is what is said, and I believe 
it is true. The number of billets created in 
South Brisbane alone is sufficient to prove the 
statement. 

An Ho1'!0UR"\BLE 1IE71IBER: Robinson did not 
get a Government billet. 

Mr. 1L\NN: Robinson got a billet as secre­
tary to the People's Progrec,sivo League, 

Mr. D. JTcNTER: You don't know anything 
about it. 

Mr. MAN:'\: He got a billet on account of 
his influonce·. The hon. member for ·wool­
loong-abba was inducer! to support the Go­
vernment, and Robinson was duly rewarded. 

The SEORETAHY FOR PrBLIC IKSTRcOTIOX: 
Do not make insinuations. 

[M:r.Mann. 

:Ur. :'.IA?\'N: lt is no insinuation a.t all. I 
ju>t wish to •,ay a word or two 

[10.30 p.m,J in rogard to the (~overmnenl pro-
;_;Tainnlo. I ~hall nut dE"l1 with it 

at any length, bccaw;e I intend to speak 
agaiu on thn Address in Reply, when I can 
do ir more fuilv; but I wish the Hou·-c a.nd 
the co)unlrv to· undcrsta,nd that no faith can 
bD placed in the Premier. When he was at 
Cairns, a depuLation \Vaited on hirrr and 
asked hi1n, first. to lJl·ing forward this ses~jon 
a Biil to regula to the traffic in Cairns, as they 
wi heel to have it placed under the police. He 
goes to a town, he receives depmtations, and 
makes lavish prornif< ::>s. I remen1ber him sa.yw 
ing in heartfelt tone~. that. almost pierced my 
heart, " I only hope I \vill be long enough in 
power to do something for Cairns." The 
hon. gentleruan is .in pov'ur 110\V. \.Yhy has 
he not brought in that Bill? Then he pro­
rni~ed an arnenchnent of the Cairns I:f arb-our 
Board Act. \Ye are often taunted by mem­
bers on tho other side that we cannot agree· 
on any onP point in our programme. No\v, on 
the other side are members who opposed th<: 
amendment moved by the hon. gentloman in 
the original Cairns Harbour Board Bill to 
gi ,-e to ono ratepa.yer one vote-. The hon. 
gentleman's presont friends will probably vote 
against a si1nilar amPndrnont if I or some 
other democratic member move to give onP· 
ral'0payer one vote. Then we are always told' 
that this Govern mcnt want to expand the pro­
ductive capacity of the country. Another 
deputation waited on the Premier in Cairns in 
reuard to the matter of a loan for a butter' 
fa~tory. Has the Premier attended to that. 
or ha.s he forgotten it? Because I may. tell 
the hon. gentloman that I have been inqmnng 
in!o tho matter and I find that apparently 
before a loan ea;, bo gTanted an enabling Bill 
must be passed, a.s the Act provides only for 
loans to factories manufacturing hutter for 
export. Now the Cairns people are in the 
happy posrtion of having a good local market, 
and they aro handicapped owing to the short 
rSUpplies of crca.n1. They \Vent to vcr.v con~ 
siderable expense in erecting a factory, and 
all they ask now is for the (;overnrnont to 
step in and allow them to redeom the loan 
that is held over their heads and g-ive them a 
breathing space in order to allow them to 
pay a good price f?r crearn. a!1d encourage 
more settlers to go u1 for dauy1ng. 

i\Ir. CoTTELL: Tho Government to find the 
money? 

Mr. 1\L\?-\1\: 1\o; the Government will have 
security for the money. The butter factory 
m Cairns--

:1.1r. }fr:nrHY: They will give you some­
medals for the show. 

l\1r. 1IAKN: The Premier was very kind. J 
.sent in a letter pointing out that the Atherton 
people could not exhibit in Cairns owing to the 
fact that thev would not risk their valuable 
dairy stock coming down the range on trains 
without \Y cstinghouse brakes. The Actmg Pre-. 
mier refused to give any medals because there 
were no more to be obtained. A gentleman 
came down from Atherton and saw the Premier, 
and the hon. gentleman told him he could have 
the medals alter I had b<Jcn refused. There 
were two reasons why those medals were gn·_en 
in that v, av. In the first place, the Prenner 
wanted it clearly understood that he would do 
nothing through me, and that somebody else 
will have to apply for evervthmg. 'The secor_rd 
reason was be·cause the hon. member for Ens­
bane South brought up a little scandal in con­
nection with these medals. They were manu­
factured by a certain firm without tender>. 
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being called; and it is a curious thing that 
there is a gentleman named Kidston working 
for that firm, and the Premier knew very well 
that. if they did not get the medals, he would 
offend every district that did not believe in 
little games of that sort being played, and they 
would be found voting against his candidates 
owing- to the scandal attaching- to the manu­
facture of the medals. That· is the second 
reason wh_v this Atherton g-entleman got the 
medals. Thoro arc \rorking- jewellers in this 
cih besides this firm. I have known the samG 
thi.ng- happen before. I know the manager of 
the Kamerunga Nursery user! to g-et certain 
work done by a coria in contractor without call­
ing for tenders. I got that stopped, and I 
think this sort of thing- should he stopped. too; 
and the Premier mig-ht at least ha,-e the 
courte•·y to respond to the request made for 
information. The hon. gentleman used to 
complain bitterly in his -earlv days in this 
House about people in Rockhampton send­
ing requests to the Philp Government over 
his head, and of their being granted by 
the Government. He is playmg the same 
trick himself now with me. I can win the• 
seat without his paltrv medals, and, if he 
had any sense, the fit' and proper thing to 
do would be to grant requests mado for some 
dairy stock to bo given as prizes. I will get 
off that little hu;,iness on to another little 
business that I wish the House clearlv to 
understand. I could be much more nastv ·than 
I am in regard to certain remarks that fell 
fr'?m the Home Secretary with regard to cer­
tam members of the Ministry. The hon. 
gentleman alleged that I was leasing land at 
Atherton to Chinese. Now, 1 own no land at 
Atherton, but some other people I could men­
tion do. I hold in my hand an extract from 
the Courier of 11-th August, 1897, containing 
an account of certain police court proceedings 
in connection with a breach of the Pacific 
Islanders Act. This is the extract-

The rase against James George Appel on a s.imHar 
charge was gone on with. )fr. Blair, instructed hy ~Ir. 
Price, appeared for the informant, and ~fr. Sasche for 
the defendant. 

C\1edlin :Y!itchell, in his evidence, stated th"t on the 
2nd August, whilst at the Hamilton, he saw a blRck boy 
lead a horse along the road to a blacksmith's shop and 
back again to defendant's residence. 

The islander deposed that he w~s not in the employ 
of the defendant. }Irs. Appel had engaged him, and he 
had been in her employ for the last four months. 

].fr. Rasche asked for a dismise.al on the ground that 
the evidence disclosed no breach of the Act by the 
defendant. 

The bench, without retiring, dismissed the case, but 
no costs were allowed. 

The hon. gentleman was summoned, but he 
was not man enough to take the blame him­
self-he shoved it on to his wife. If the 
hon. gentleman belie'Ved what he said about 
the blood and sweat of kanakas manuring the 
fields of Northern Queensland he sits on that 
side with members who have b~en a great deal 
worse than I have been. I have never made 
any attempt to deny tho fact that I employed 
kanakas, because everybody in the sugar in­
dustry Dmployed them, for the reason that the 
price we received for our cane was lls. a ton, 
and we were charged 1s. 6d. a ton for rent or 
royalty. The average rate for cutting cane 
with white labour was about 6s. per ton, and 
at the price of Us. a ton that would leave us 
about 3s. 6d. a ton for planting- the cane, 
weeding it, and looking after it until it reached 
maturity. Under those circumstance_s, I malce 
no apolog-y for employing kanakas. I simply 
say that I had to pay £50 to the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company to be allowed to break my 
agreement with them and to be allowed to 

employ white labour. I paid the £50 cheerfully, 
and I can say that I was the first white man in 
the Hambledon district to reg-ister the whole of 
mv farm for white labour, and the onh· man 
who went through with white labour from 
start to finish, when every other farmer belong­
ing to the Colonial Sugar Refining Company 
was sque<ezed back into black labour. 

1\lr. AIREY: You employed them legally-
not illegally. 

1\Ir. ~\IAJ\'C\1; Yes, I employed them legally. 
J\Ir. D. HUNTER: Because they were cheap. 

The SPEAKE,R; Order ! 
:\Ir. J\IANX; I have tried to expl3;.in, but I 

cannot make a wooden mau like the hon. 
member understand. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope the hon. 
member will not be turned aside by these inter­
jections from th€ course of his speBch. 

Mr. ::\IAK.:'J: I do not wish to delay hon. 
members any longer, a' I see them looking at 
the clock, and l know that they w1sh to catch 
their trains. I may say that 1 am- in thorough 
accord with the amendment moved by the 
leader of the Opposition. Last night it was 
asserted on the fioor of this House that 1 was 
afraid to anuounce, so that the H ansard re­
porters could hear, that I was in fuvour of a. 
land tax. I a.m not the least bit afraid to let 
my views on the subject be known. I am 
not the least bit afraid of whatever Govern­
ment takes the place of the present Govern­
ment imposing a land tax which will not be just 
and equitable. I havo always been in favour 
of a land tax, for this reason: that a large area. 
of land which should be under cultivation is 
still lying waste, and is owned by men who 
pay nothing for it, while a man who culti­
Yates his land or uses it in some practical way, 
and gets a. crop of cane or other produce• from 
it over the value of £200, has to pay income 
tax. I maintain that a land tax would be a. 
fairer tax for the farmer than an income tax, 
as under a land tax a man who owns land but 
does not use it would be compelled to pay as 
much as c>r more than the man who does use 
it. I also hold that a special tax should be 
impased on absentee landowners, and that a. 
spBcial tax should be imposed on big estates 
so as to compel the owners to break them up 
and sell eo farmers at a reasonable rate. The 
hon. member for Bulloo pointed out this after­
noon how the Government are imposing taxa.­
tion on men who are now buying land by 
charging them as high as £14 an acre for the 
land they purcha.se. 'I hough a farmer, I have 
lcng b<>en an advocate of a. land tax, for the 
reasons I have just given. I know land in my 
own district which was taken up as far back as 
1890 or 1891, and which is still lying idle. That 
land was bought from the Government at £1 
per acre, and if I went to buy it now I would 
ha vo to pay £5 or £G an acre for it, and that 
incr<Jase in price means far mor€ than a land 
tax would amount to. The white settler who 
wishes to make a living on the land at Ather­
ton has to g·o some miles from the rmlway, 
when, at th~ same time, there are thousands 
and thousands of acres of good land much 
nearer to the line, which are still lying idle, 
and the owners of which are waiting for the 
unearned increment. During the land boom 
some ·of that land was sold for as much as £8 
and £10 an acre. The men who bought that 
land are paying a very much higher tax than 
a land tax would amount to, and they have to 
pay the wholo sum in a very short time, in­
stead of paying a little each year, a.s they 
would do under a land tax. I have been taxed 
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in that way myself. having had to pay £10 
an acre for land which was bought for £2 
an acre, and I had to pay that sum within 
seven yea"o. I should not have felt an annual 
land tax half as badly as I folt the payment of 
that price for the land within seven years. 

The S':~RETARY FOR RAILWAYS: But that 
land was cleared, wasn't it? 

:\Ir. MANN: It is true that it was cleared, 
but the virgin fertility had been taken out 
of the land. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: How many 
years had it been cropped? 

:ilr. :i\fA)/1\ : :Fifteen years. I would rather 
have felled the scrub in the first place than 
have got the land after it had been cropped 
for some year,. It would have been cheaper 
for me to have done so, and I should have 
got a n1uch bigger crop of cane off it. For 
the reasons I have given I shall vote for the 
amendment moved bv the hon. memher for 
:Fortitude Valley. It' will be a good thing if 
the C ourisr :iiinistry, the Pastoral Associa­
tion's :\linistry, the squatter :\Iinistry, and 
the bank and land monopoly :ilinistry is 
wiped out of existenc€, and a ~Iinistry which 
has the inter~sts of the people at heart is put 
into its place. (Government laughter.) 

:ilr. :\IFLCAFIY (Gympic): I ll<'g to move 
the adiournment of the debate. 

Qu,stion put aud pa, eel. 
The re,sumption of ih€ dohate wa•; made an 

Order of the Da_;; for Tue,~day n<'xt. 
The House adjourned at fifteen minutes to 

11 o'clock. 




