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Personal Eaplanation,

THURSDAY, 22 JULY, 1909,

The Seraxer (Hon. J. T. Bell, Dalby) took
the chair at half-past 8 o’clock.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. COYNE (Warrego) said : By leave of the
House, I desire to make a personal explanation,
During the progress of the speech of the hon.
member for Burnett yesterday, the hon. member
for Ruosewood made an interjection. I under-
stood him to say that the hon. member for Bur-
nett was making a disgraceful speech. Since
then I have learned that what the hon. member
for Rosewood said was that the streets of
Gayndah were in a disgraceful condition.

Mr. Kexna: Thatis not so. You only saw
that in the Courier,

[22 Jory.]

Adddress in Reply. 357

Mr. COYNE : Well, T understand from the
hon. member for Rosewood humself that that is
what he did say, and I regret very much that I
was the cause of any mental anguish to the hon.
member, and I hope he will accept this apology.

HoxouraBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

The SPEAKER : I am glad to hear that cor-
rection from the hon. member. Under the cir-
cumstances I desire to remove my censure from
the hon. member for Rosewood.

ADDRESS IN REPLY.

Waxnt or CoNrinENCE MoTion—RESTMPTION
oy DEBATE.

Mr. ALLEN (Bulloo), who was received with
cheers, said: I desire to say a few words upon
the amendment proposed by the leader of the
Opposition. During the recess I was returned
to this House by the Bulloo electors as a sup-
porter of the Labour party and in direct opposi-
tion to the present party in power. I was
returned as an advocate of the Labour platform,
which will bring in its train land settlement,
immigration—ot tte right sort—and ratlway con-
strucidion,  But that did not bind me to the
Government policy. I was in opposition to the
policy of the present Government in regard to
land settlement, in opposition to their policy in
regard to immigration, and in opposition to their
poliey in regard to railway construction. I will
deal with the latter plank first. There 1s no
electorate in Queensland in greater need of rail-
way communication than mine. We have not
one inch of railway in that immense area.

An OppositioN MEMBER : Lucky fellow !

Mr. ALLEN: There is no electorate in
Queensland that would b-nefit more from rail-
way communication. But, although I am ex-
tremely desirous of railway communication in
my electorate, I do not want to see railway job-
bery, and that, I contend, is the policy of the
present Government. 1 ain going to quote a few
remarks which were uttered by the Home Secre-
tary in my electorate. During the campaign he
visited my electorate to support my oppouent.
This is the gist of his remarks, which were made
in a speech at Windorah—

If you want railways and bores, vote for our candi-
date. Ifyou don’t want railways and bores, vote for
the Labour candidate.

(Laughter.)

The HouEk SEcRETARY : May I ask what the
hon, member is quoting from? Is it from a
newspaper, or where?

Mr. ALLEN : From my own notes.

The HomE SECRETARY : Your notes—oh !

Mr. Coy~E : They are more reliable than many -
newspapers,

Mr. ALLEN : In many cases they are more
reliable than a newspaper, because I heard the
remarks ; and if the hon. gentlemnan wants me o
give reasons as to why I should be in a better
positjon than he to know what he said, I am
prepared - to give those reasons. (Opposition
laughter) —

1f you return a supporter of the Government we shall
lend a syvmpathetic ear to your local wants. If you
return a Labour man, expect no sympathy from us.
This, Sir, is the State socialist. I am not at all
surprised that we have anti-socialists on the
other side when this is the type of socialist with
whom they come in contact. In support of
these remarks that I am making as to the asser-
tion of the hon. gentleman, T want to quote from
a letter written to the NVurth Quecnsland Register
of 5th April. The letter was written by the
owner of Morney Plains, out in my distriet,
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showing that this gentleman was under the same
impression as myself in regard to the words of
‘the Home Secretary.

Mr. Kerr : So were all the people of Win-
doral.

Mr. ALLEN : As the hon. member for
vBarcoo says, so were all the people of Windorah.
These are the words of that letter—

I am very anxious to see a railway out in this direc-

tion; but, if I had to puta member in for that only, I
would say “ No.”’
This gentleman was under the impression that
some such threat was made. However, the hon.
gentleman came to threaten the wrong people
when he came out to threaten those stalwart
warriors in the back country,

LapotR MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. MuRrPHY : He ought to stick to Moreton.

The SPEAKER : Order, order!

Mr. ALLEN : When we Inok aver the railway
policy that has been submitted to us by the
Government, what do we find? That three of
those railways are in the electorates of supporters
of the Government, and one railway is to be
built in an electorate which they are trying their
best to win, and which they think they have
some little hope of winning.

Mr. JoNEs: No hope at all.

Mr. ALLEN : I am sure they have no hope,
but they have some funny hopes at times. Hon.
members opposite must admit that appearances
are against them. I want to know why the
Charleville-Adavale railway has not been
brought down, There is no mention of this
railway, regarding which the Home Secretary
insinuated in my electorate than, if they dared
to put in a Labour man, they would not get the
railway. It did not matter what the justice of
their claims was at all; if they dared to actin
opposition to the Government, they would get
nothing.

Mr. KENNA : They would not have got it, any
way.

Mr. ALLEN : However, they are going to get
it before I cease to be member for Bulloo.

LaBour MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! and laughter.

Mr. MurpHY: All right; we will give it to
you.
Mr. ALLEN: 1 contend that railway con-
struction should be strictly a non-party ques-
tion. This party is not opposed to railway
construction, and is not opposed to borrowing
for railway construction. The members of
this party believe in building every railway on
its merits, and I want to know why the Go-
vernment are trying to make a party question
out of railway construction. Why should
they run up and down the couniry saying,
“We are in favour of a vigorous railway con-
struction policy, and anyone in opposition to
us is against that policy’’? I want to know
their reason for making that statement. I
say we cannot reasonably expect from such a
Government a railway policy which will be a
real benefit to the country. I dare say we
shall get political railways., We have had
some railways of that kind in the past, and
who is prepared to say that such railways have
always been the best thing for the country?
Is not the line from Brisbane to Toowoomba
a lovely line? Could that line not have been
built in a straighter course? What was one
cause for its not being so built? History will
tell you. I am also opposed to the Govern-
ment on their land policy. I contend—and in
this contention I am supported by the workers
and selectors in my own constituency—that the
Government are not treating the poor man
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fairly; they are not giving the poor man a
fair deal. They do not want to do so. They
are supported by the pastoralists. I bave here
some figures showing the rents paid by pasto-
ralists and selectors in the same district. The
lessees of Tilbooroo pay 14s. 6d. per mile,
while selectors in the vicinity pay for country
which is of no ketter guality 3d. per acre,
which comes to £2 per square mile. Other
selectors in the vicinity pay even higher rents.
Mr. CorrErL: Who fixes the rents?

Mr. ALLEN: I do not care who fixes the
rents. Those rents are in existence, and they
are not right. I am here in opposition to that
kind of thing. The lessees of Norley pay 10s.
per square mile, while selectors in the same
district pay £1 6s. 8d. per square mile. The
lessees of Ardoch pay 15s. per square mile,
while some selectors on the Ardoch resump-
tion pay £1 6s. 8d. and others £2 per square
mile. How can a selector make a success on
the land under those conditions? Does he get
any more for his sheep and cattle than the
pastoralist gets for his stock? No. This in-
creased rent is a tax on the poor man. But
the contrast does not end there. The large
holders get their land without any fencing or
residential conditions, while the selector--the
poor man—has to fulfil conditions. He is ham-
pered in every way. He has to put up an
elaborate net fence to save his few acres, and
this and other conditions which he has to
fulfil entail the expenditure of money. How
can the selector compete with the pastoralist
under those conditions? The first thing the
Government should do is to equalise the rents.
That is one point on which I arraign the
present Administration. 4 could quote a few
more similar cases to those already given. I
have a list of them, but I think I have quoted
enough to show the inequalities which exist.
In the Windorah district there is Tenham,
the lessee of which pays 9s. 6d. a square mile,
and Hammond Downs, for which the lessee
pays 10s. per square mile, while the selectors
in that district pay £1 6s. 8d. per square mile.
That is the encouragement the poor man gets
from the Government. Those figures are not
mine, but are supplied by the Lands Office.

Mr. Kurr: There is a good list in the
Courier.

Mr. ALLEN: Yes, and I will quote that
list; it is taken from the annual report of the
department. That report says—

When the rents offered by selectors for the quarter
resumptions of some pastoral holdings which were
opened for selection during the year are placed side by
side with the rents of the remaining three-fourths of
the holdings, some remarkable contrasts are presented,
as subjoined :—

Annual Rents
of the remain-

Annual Rents
of the resumed

Holding. one-fourths ing three-
under Grazing fourths under
Selection. Pastoral Lease.

£ s d. £ s d.

Roduney Downs ... 38 2 1 193 18 &
Strasburg ... 157 198 0 4319 9
Aramac ... 551 156 1 466 16 0
Saltern Creek North 1,184 10 7 897 15 0
Stainburn Downs... 194 15 10 153 6 0
Coreena 1,114 5 © 704 16 3
Evora 235 16 7 27212 0
Delta North 347 9 2 107 16 8
Delta South 135 9 38 108 10 2
Avington ... 458 12 10 523 4 ©
Dillalah 521 3 9 42 6 0
Burenda ... 939 14 9 709 10 0
Rockwood ... 640 11 11 535 18 O
Culloden 390 1 4 304 8 6
Tower Hill 451 7 1 204 15 0O
Glenelg 270 010 131 2 6
Texas 337 17 1 7713 9
Corona 703 810 645 15 0
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Mr, Correir: The Government do not fix
those rents.

_Mr. ALLEN: The Government are respon-
sible for the rents.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: No!

_AMr. ALLEN: The Government are respon-
sible for the rents. Those things exist and
the Government are making no move to alter
them, and that is one reason why I am
against the Government. It is no use just
sitting on those front Treasury benches and
saying, ‘“We are not responsible for that,”” and
sheltering themselves behind the Land Court.

The Srecrerary rorR PrsLic Laxps: We
resume land every time we can.

AMr. ALLEXN: I am here to give the poor
man the same show as the big man,

The SecrETaRY FOR PrsLic Laxps: The
poor man tenders his own price—what he
pleases

Mr. ALLEN: I am coming to that tender
system by and by. My contentipn isthat the
land has a certain market value—it has not two
values—and if there is to be any difference
made, then the poor man—the grazing farmer
—should have that difference in his favour.

OprosiTION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr., ALLEN: It has to be borne in mind,
not only has he certain conditions to carry
out, but his profits, whatever they are, are
spent in the district. Those grazing farmers
whom I have mentioned all live out in the
Bulloo. They all help to make up what little
population there is there, but the pastoral
léssees, taking them as a whole, are con-
spicuous by their absence. We hawe South
Australian cattle kings, we have banks and
syndicates, and we have distant JMM.L.A.
They have all these things in their favour,
but the man on the land—the poor man who
comes at a later date—he has got to foot the
bill. He has to pay three, four, five, and six
times as much as the man who came there first.
Is that fair? I say it is not fair. The Secre.
tary for Lands has interjected: ** Who is res-
ponsible for those high rentals?”” The Acts
of Parliament, and the Government which
allows those Acts to remain in existence with-
out attempting to alter them. The minimum
rental for grazing farms is £1 6s. 8d. per square
mile. I contend that that should be altered
if the Government are prepared to give the
leaseholder lands at s, or 7s. 6d. a mile.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LaxDs: Where?
At Birdsville,

Mr., ALLEN: There is any amount at 10s.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLic LANDS: Which
has been unoccupied for years. I hope it will
be taken up.

Mr. ALLEN: Although I have come here
denouncing this position, I have not come
without a remedy for it. (Hear, hear!) I
say the Government assessors should place
a valuation on those selections—a valuation
which would compare with the existing pas-
toral rentals in the vicinity. In some cases it
would be a little higher, and in some cases a
little lower, but the average for the selections
should be the same as what the large holder
is paying for the three-fourths that is kept.
The Government should throw open for graz-
ing selection these areas at a certain specified
rental—its fair value.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLric Laxps: That is
what is being done.
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Mr. ALLEN: And if there is more than one
applicant, let them do the same as they do
on the Darling Downs and in other agricul-
tural districts—ballos for it.

The PREMIER: And then they would sell the
selection for the difference in price.

Mr. CoyxNe: You can prevent them.

Mr. ALLEN: The Government could pre-
vent dummying. There is no cne who has a
greater sct against dummying than I have, and
1 tell the Minister for Lands that dummying
is rampant under the system to-day. This is
what the Warrego Selectors’ Association says
about the present system—

Te consider such 4 systemn is not conducive to
placing bond fide selectors on the land ; that it creates
talse land values, and isin every way aga nst the best
intererts of this district and Queensland generally.
What do we find under the present tender
system? That the man with the money—the
man with the bank behind him-—scores every
time, and the poor man, who has little capital,
has to take a back seat, and go on some rub-
bish. He has not to do that in the agricul-
tural areas. I contend if the ballot system is
a good thing in the agricultural districts, it
is a good thing for the grazing farmer; but
the Downs members sit mute.

Mr. THORN: No, we don’t; we believe in

it.

Mr. ATLEN: Then why do you not come
over here? {Laughter.) Actions speak louder
than words.

Mr. TuorN: We are the Liberal party.

AIr. ALLEN: The hon. members opposite
are sitting behind an Administration which
permits this pernicious system. They are
sitting behind a Minister who defends this
systern, and then they ask me to believe they
are in sympathy with the selectors. I must
say they have a most peculiar way of showing
their sympathy.

Mr. THoRN: Who voted for it in the first
case?

The SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr. ALLEN: I heard the Minister for
Tands during this debate call the ballot system
a gamble. I hope he will knock gambling on
the head all round. I am not advocating
gambling at all—I do not call it a gamble.
Last year, in the department which he ad-
ministers, there were 1,963 agricultural farms
selected under that ballot system—that gamble,
as he terms it—and all I want is that this
ballot system may be extended to 405 other
cases. 1t would be a good thing for the small
man who is battling against the squatter, and
battling against other things, too.

Mr. THORN interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr. ALLEN: The Downs members will re-
member the fight that the small man on the
Downs had in years gone by against the
squatter.

Mr. THORN: We drove them off.

Mr. ALLEN: Eventually they drove them
off, but ‘‘the leopard does not change his
spots”’—except when he goes from one place
to another—and he is as bad on the poor man
in the Western parts of Queensland to-day as
he was on the Downs years ago, and he has
the Downs members to assist him. Not only
have these selectors three, four, and five times
as much rental to pay to the Government, but
they have also got three, four, and five times
as much local government taxation to pay,
because their properties are valued in the same
proportion. Do hon. members consider that

Mr. Allen.]
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a fair thing? It is no wonder there are only
880 electors in Bulloo. If the people got a
fair deal there would be two or three thou-
sund there afb least.

Mr, THorx: You would not get in then.

Mr. ALLEN: It would make no difference.
That is what I want to see. Does the hon.
vuember mean to insinuate that the electors
would not put in the man who does the most
for tho district? My policy is the policy which
will send the Bulloo district along, and that is
why I have been sent in here.

OpposiTion MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. ALLEN: T went out there and spoke to
the electors calmly, soberly. and laid reasons
before them as to why they should vote for me.
and if they did not like it—well they could

vote for the other man, and they

[4 pm.] sent me in here with a thumping

majority in spite of the Minister.
In spite of those pamphlets which were dis-
tributed by the Premier giving them words
of wisdom, advice, and exhortation, and in
spite of threats, I came down here. (Hear,
hear!) i
Mr. TrorN: You represent gum-trees.

Mr. ALLEN: If I do represent gum-frees, T
am trying to replace those gum-trees by
seltlers, while the hon. member opposite 1s
doing all he can to keep the settler away from
the gum-tree. .

OpPPosITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. ALLEN: Now, in further support of
my argument, I propose to read a paragraph
from a leader in to-day’s Daily Mail—

The anomalous coodition of the law, as illustrated by
the Under Secretary’s table published yesterday, con-
trasting the revenue received from the resumed fourths
of pastoral runs, with the three-fourths retained by the
lessees, is little short of a public scandal. ZEither the
pastoralist is paying far too little, or the closer settler,
like the grazng farmer, is paying far too muel.

Mr. THORN: Your party have said that in the
House for years.

Mr. ALLEN : We keep on saying it, too—
Make what allowance the department may for the
larger areas held by the pastoralists, and the considera-
ion they are entitled to as the inheritors of vested
interests created years ago by the expenditure of health
and life, in addition to morey, in making those lands
habitable hy wealth creating live stock—the difference
of treatment v eted out is indefensibly great. Assum-
ing that it is the pastoralist who pays too liltle, and
not-the grazing farmer who pays too.much, it is evi-
dent that the pastoral runs of the State ought to be
resumed at the earliest time the law permits if closer
settlement —of which there seems to be no question—
can be substituted. Grazing farmers, it is foung, pay
four times as much at per acre for their areas as the
pastoralist pays for his. And as the land is used for
identically the same purposes in both cases, the pre-
ferenca enjoyed by the lessee is intolerably urjust.
The three-fourths still held under lease on the eighiteen
runs mentioned by the Under Secretary, now pay less
than £9,000 a year; they would pay over £20,000, bis
report tells us, were the rents levelled up to the graz-
ing farm average.

Mr. CoyNE: Hear, hear.

Mr. ALLEN: I pointed out to the electors
that one plank of the platform which I was
supporting contained this—equalisation of
pastoral and selectors’ rents.

OpposiTION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr, ALLEN: Now, I think the Government
ought to take a hint in regard to this ques-
tion, and hasten to make amendments; but I
think they are too far gone to make amend-
ments, and consequently I am supporting this
motion with the hope of seeing some Govern-
ment in power which is prepared to be more
sympathetic to the poor man, and to give the

[Mr. Allen,
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struggler out in the far West a better deal
than he has received from this or any past
Government. We hear a lot of talk about the
large acrcage of lands that are being selected
at the present time, but there is one thing we
never hear quoted by the Government apolo-
gists—they never attempt to quote the number
of men who are going on these lands. I am
satisfled that hon. members opposite would
get a rude shock if they found how very few
of these men who are taking up lands are
bound personally to reside on those lands.
The only kind of settlement that we can call
closer settlement is when the selector is bound
to personally reside on the land and fulfil the
conditions. If we had the figures showing the
number of men who are on that land, I think
we would find that, although there is not a
great deal of settlement, there is a great deal
of land grab, and it appecars to me that that
s what the Government is encouraging. Now,
the hon. member for Fassifern quoted some
startling figures the other night in connection
with the number of agricultural farms that
have been selected during this year, and he
pointed out that there was a considerable
falling off in the number of men who were
taking up small holdings. I can assure you
that that is just what I expected. I would
not expect anything else from this Govern-
ment, which is a Government that I consider
to be the tools of the capitalists of Queensland.

Mr. Forsyra: And what do you think is the
reason for the falling off?

Mr. Hamirrox: It is the Act of 1902, which
they are responsible for.

Mr. ALLEN: I am pyepared to give a
reason. 1 gave a reason by way of interjec-
tion when the hon. member for Fassifern was
speaking. The main reason for this falling off
in selection is the change of Ministers. I do
not want to say anything personally against
the present Minister for Lands; I consider
that, on the Treasury bench, he is the man
above all best fitted for Cabinet rank; but
I say that he has not the particular qualifica-
tion necessary for Minister for Lands. I want
to know where he has gained experience?

Mr. ForsyrH: Perhaps you might fill it
better.

AMr. ALLEN: I have better experience,
and you will forgive me for saying so. 1 do
not say that there are not dozens of men
better fitted to be Minister for Lands than
myself, but at the same time I do say that
I have had more experience of agricultural
life than the Minister for Lands has. I know
the difficulties of the agriculturists better than
any man in this House, although I am only
a young man. I say that Queen street is not
a good training ground for Secretary for
Public Lands.

OprposiTION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. ALLEN: That is the reason why there
is a falling off. In you, Sir, we have a man
filled to the brim with experience of land
matters—a man who was full of sympathy for
the agricultural selectors—but you had to go, so
the man in the street says, at the instigation
of some outside power. It was not the Trades
Hall push, it was some outside power-—the
man in the street has a name for it, but I am
not going to mention it. That is the secret
of this falling off in land selection—in
agricultural farm selection—a change of
Ministers; a man who had experience in this
matter, a man who understood the conditions
of the selector fully, had to give place to a
man who had got his experience in Queen
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street, and I say that Queen street is not the
best place to learn the conditions of the agri-
culturist.

OPPOSITION JMEMBERS:
laughter.

Mr., ALLEN: Another point for which I
condemn this Government is the very loose
manner in which they are going about pro-
viding for water in the Western districts of
Queensland.  'We have had serious droughts
in the past, and we will have them again, and
I want to know what steps the Government
are taking to place the pioncer of the back
country in a beiter position with regard to
water in the next drought than what he was
in the last drought.

Mr. THORN: You want to kill the pioneers
every time.

Mr. ALLEN: The other night the member
for Warwick tried to convince the House that
the Government were very active in this
matter, but, as representing a Western elec-
torate, it just convinced me of the opposite.
It just made me realise how very little they
were doing. He said in his speech—

During 1908 no less than cleven bores and seven

welis were sunk, and from the 1st of January of this
year until the 30th of June nine bores and four wells
were sunk, and at the present 1ime three bores and two
weils are being sunk.
That is for the whole of Queensland. Why,
there is any amount of room for all those hores
and wells in my electorate alone. (Hear,
hear!)

Mr, THORN: How many were sunk in the
Maranoa electorate?

Mr. ALLEN: There is any amount of arte-
sian water in the Bullco, but since the drought,
so far as I can gather, they have only put
down one bore there, and there is another
in the course of construction. That is the
vigorous water conservation policy of the
present Government! There is any amount
of room to put down all these bores in my
electorate, and with profit to the State. The
Western districts are not getting a fair deal
at all, because they are represented by Labour.

Mr. ForsyTH: They had wells there before.

Mr. ALLEN: And I would further point
out that where they are putting these two
bores it is being done at the instigation of the
shire council, and the Government are not
altogether responsible for them. In fact, they
have done absolutely nothing.

Mr, PayNE: The Windorah bore.

Mr. ALLEN: No; the Windorah bore was
put down before the drought. The shire coun-
cil has taken certain action out there in con-
nection with the putting down of bores, and
the Government have assisted them, I admit;
but it must not be forgotten that nearly the
whole of that electorate, 79,000 square miles
in area, belongs to the Crown. It is their own
estate. ’

LaBorR MeMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr, ALLEN: I think it is the duty of the
Crown landlord to appreciate the value of
their own property. But what are the Go-
vernment doing? They are doing nothing.
During the late election campaign in the
Bulloo I went through in one trip from Win-
dorah to Birdsville, and from the time we left
Whichello Creek to Morney, a distance of
60 miles, all the water we got was from a well
which was just about enough to keep a house
going. There was no drought then. It was
just an ordinary time, and, if that sort of
thing happens at an ordinary time, what must
happen in drought time? .

Mr. PayNE: All the roads are shut up.

Hear, hear! and
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Mr. ALLEN: All the roads are shut up, as
the hon. member reminds me. And when
those roads are shut up Queensland .oses a
certain amount of the cattle trade that rightly
belong to this Statc—that is, the cattle from
the Birdsville district. These cattle go down
into South Australia because South Australia
has made proper provision on her stock routes
by having them well watered by means of
bores which have been sunk every 30 miles and
even less that that, while in Queensland from
one puddle to another puddle-—for that is just
what that is—the distance is 60 miles. That
is a policy which I condemn. Is it any
wonder that the Western districts are up
agamst tho present Administration? Not at
all. Then, again, on the Nocundra road—going
from Thargomindah to Nocundra, in some of
the best sheep country in Queensland-—we have
another stage of 60 miles without water. It is
artesian country too, but the Government are
doing nothing. They—the people of the dis-
trict—sent in a petition twelve months ago to
get a bore put down on the Nocundra road on
2 certain spot, but nothing was donc in con-
nection with it. Consequently, in a bad time,
the road is closed. When men go out to_the
back country to settle they cannot get their
stock in. Morney Plains had a mob of cattle,
but they could not get them into Queensland
as they could not get them over a 60-mile
stage, and they had to go the other way.
What is being done by this Government which
pretends to be so progressive and which pro-
fesses to be so jealous of the interests of
Quecnsland? Why, they are allowing all this
cattle trade to go from Queensland into South
Australia. In many cases where land is thrown
open in the West we have had large areas in
which there was no water thrown open for
occupation. The Government threw that land
open hoping that it would be taken up. I want
to know how the Government could expect a
poor man to come on to dry land--on country
where there was no water? The Government
have not attempted, in any shape or form, to
malke water for the poor man when he is going
on to the land in the Western districts, The
hon. member for Warrego advocated that be-
fore tho Government threw Western land open
to selection they should see that each block
had a permanent supply of water on it, and if
it is dry country they should put down a bore
or make some provision for the water supply.
This Government have done nothing in the
past, and they are not doing anything now.

Mr. CoyNE: They don’t intend to do any-
thing.
The SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr, ALLEN: This Government put the sum
of £50,000 on the Estimates for the purpose of
bringing out immigrants to this country so
that they might crowd into an already over-
crowded labour market. This £50,000 would
be spent with very much more profit to the
State, and it would be the means of bringing
more people out here if it were spent in
putting down bores in Western Queensland.
That would be a progressive policy. It would
put people on the land. I would like to know
how many of the immigrants who are now
coming out are going on to the land. I took
up the Courier of last Saturday week, and T
saw a list of the immigrants, and how thev
werc going on to the land. One had £50—
two had £50—one other had £100, and the
largest amount held by anyone was one with
£260. I wonder how it is possible for them to
go on the land. Just take the Maryvale
Estate, and see the conditions attaching to
going on the land. Here is an area of 116
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acres, and the total survey fees and rent
amounted to £143. Yet these immigrants are
supposed to be able to go on the land when
they come here.

Mr. LEesiNa: They will walk out there on
the bottom of their pockets. (Laughter.)

Mr. ALLEN: I was much amused at the
ingenious excuses made by the present Home
Secretary when he was in my electorate, when
he told the electors to blame the Federal Go-
vernment—the Federal Labour party—for
bringing out the indented labourers.

Mr. Kerr: He said you were magnificent
men out there,

Mr. ALLEN: Yes, he did. I will come to
that later on. He said, “ It is not our Govern-
ment at all who are bringing out these in-
dented labourers; it is the Federal Parliament
~—your Labour party.”” And vet the Premier’s
pamphlet, which was issued throughout the
electorate, pointed out that it was his work,
and stated that we had given untrue utter-
ances as to his intentions. Then he went on to
zay that the article that appeared in the
Worker in January or February last was got
up specially for the Bulloo election. I am
rather inclined to think, judging by the Pre-
mier’s utterances, that he must think that we
are in league with the gods. How did the
Worker know, when they were publishing that
article, that therc was going to be an election
in the Bulloo? He must have thought that we
were in league with the gods when he said
that, and also with regard to my visit to the
Bulloo, which I will come to later on. When
I was up there during my tour of the elec-
torate I found that the men out there were
very wrath with the Premier helping the pas-
toralists to get cheap labour.

OpposITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. ALLEN: That is what it amounted to.
The lowest rate that the men are earning in
the Bulloo district at the present time is £1 5s.
a week. That is the minimum, and they earn
up to £1 10s. and £1 15s. a week. Yet we had
indented labourers brought out from the old
country for the lordly sum of £1 a week.

Mr. HaMILTON: Some of them are getting
10s. a week in my district.

Mr. ALLEN: And this Government are
not bringing out immigrants to bring down
wages at all! The hon. member for Warwick
the other day was pleased to know that they
had brought out 2,000 immigrants this year.
I want to know what has been done with
_Icheén. I am sure they are not going on the
and.

Mr. ForsyTH : How do you know?

Mr, ALLEN: 1 am sure of it, because it
takes money to go on the land at the present
time. You cannot start farming with £50;
and if the hon. member thinks it can be done
he is making a mistake.

Mr. FomrsYTH: I know many have gone
on the land with nothing at all but wages.

Mr. ALLEN: I give place to no man in this
House, though T am but a young man, as far
as experience of the conditions of agricultural
life are concerned. The hoe was put into my
hand when I was five years of age, and I
worked on the farm till I was nineteen; yet
the hon. member for Moreton, another Queen-
street agriculturist, comes along and says I
know nothing about it.

Mr. ForsyrH: Nothing whatever.

Mr., ALLEN: I would like to see the hon.
member for Moreton go out as an immigrant
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to a new country and go on the land with £50
in his pocket, when in the most favoured dis-
trict-—and I think a newchum should get a
chance in a good distriet—it costs the immi-
grant £140 to go on the land. It is stated in
the Alert, a paper published in Maryborough,
that—

The Bundaberg Government Labour Bureau has 1,000
men registered on its books as wailing for work, and
more are being registered daily, and it is pretty certa’n
that not half of those offering will be able to find em-
ployment this seuson.

Yet we brought out 2,000 more this year to
glut the already overcrowded labour market.
This is progress! I fail to see what advantage
it is to the country to have a large army of
idle men fed at the expense of the country.

Mr. LesiNA: It cheapens wages.

Mr. ALLEN: It cheapens wages, as the
hon. member for Clermont says. It gives the
friends of hon members opposite their desire,
cheap labour—T7s. 6d. a week as an agricul-
tural labourer. It is very nice for those who
employ men at ¥s. Gd. .

Mr. Gra®soN: Who gives 7s. 6d. a week?

Mr, ALLEN: We had the statement here.

Mr. Bowman: In his extremity he offered
himself at 7s. 6d. a week.

Mr. ALLEN: We have the admission on the
floor of the House that a man, in his ex-
tremity, was prepared to take 7s. 6d. a week.
Is it reasonable to expect that any man would
take 7s. 6d. a week if he could get £1 or
£1 5s.7

Mr. HamirroN: Some of them do when
there is a strike. That’s all.

Mr. ALLEN: 'The Home Secretary came
back from my district in very good humour—
he had had such a good time, but it was not on
electoral matters. He had an interview with the
Telegraph, and I propose to read extracts from
the report of the interview. It appeared in
the Telegraph of 2nd April—

Referring to the labour question, Mr. Aprel said that,
judging from the utterances of Labour members, he
expected to find the Bulloo a wilderness.

No man on this side ever described the Bullooas
a wilderness—or any other part of Western
Queensland. That only existed in the imagina-
tion of the hon. gentleman—Ilike many other
strange things. The Bulloo would hold four or
five times as many people as are there now if it
only had a fair deal from the Government.
Mr. Payxg: Ten times.

Mr. ALLEN: As the hon. member for Mit-
chell says, ten imes as many. He goes on to
say—

On the contrary, he found it a land of wealth, and
the cry from end to end was that it was impossible to
secure a sufficient supply of suitable labour.

The HoME SECRETARY : Hear, hear !

Mr. ALLEN : I would like to find the hon.
member’s authority. I wasat Birdsville and I
came across two men humping their drom, right
on the border of South Australia, with 60 milesdry
stretches, looking for work, begging for work, and
notable to getit, And when I was coming in from
Thargomindah by road on my bike I came across
a number of men out of work. Tne hon. mem-
ber drove along in a four-in-hand special coach—
I suppose at the expense of a bleeding country—
and he went so fast that it is quite reasonable to
suppose he didn’t see any unemployed.

As an instance, he said that a drover had offered
men £2 a week and rations on a six weeks’ trip, but the
offer was refused.

The HoME SECRETARY : That is so.
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Mr. ALLEN : But he did not tell us all the
-conditions.
At Stoney Creek Station casual labourers could not
be secured for £2 10s. a4 week,

The HoyEg SECRETARY : Hear, hear!

Mr. ALLEN : I don’t shink they could, con-

sidering that such a place as Stoney Creek
Station does not exist, 'There is no such station
in the Bulloo electorate, and the hon. member
must have been very near snme of those shanties
he spoke of during that interview when he got
that idea.
Very few men were met with who were not following
their ordinary work, and at every place at which he
spoke Mr. Appel chhllenged the statement that crowds
of unemployed could be found.

The HoME BECRETARY : Hear, hear !

Mr. ALLEN: The hon. member did not
make that challenge at Windorah—he knew
better., We are coming back now to Stoney
Creek, Toere is such a place as Stoney Creek,
but there is no such place as Stoney Creek
Station,

Several members interjecting,
The SPEAKER : Order, order !

Mr. ALLEN : He says—

At Stonmey Oreek Station the boundary rider owns
some splendid horses which Mr. Appel says are worth
£300, and others are equally well situated.

Though there is no such place as Stoney Creek
Station, I will tell you what there is: There
1s a deserted opal mine on Stoney Creek, and
on the diggings there is a residence—I hope
the hon. member admired the residence that
poor labourer was forced to reside in—and in
that residence there is a rabbit board boun-
dary rider. As the hon. member says, he
owns horses worth £300. He uses these in
doing his work, and he has to
[4.830 p.m.] keep his own ration-bag going,
with flour at £2 5s. to £2 15s. a
bag, and other things correspondingly high;
and what do you think he gets for all this?
He gets £112 a year. Those are big wages
for his work, having to find his own rations
and use his own horses—£112 a year! If I
were a boundary rider, and saw a casual
labourer getting £2 10s. a week—and I sup-
pose that means rations, because the casual
labourer generally gets rations—I would very
quickly sling the job at £112 a year, find
yourself and horses, and having to go 40 miles
for a drink of water. The Home Secretary
thinks the conditions of the worker out there
are ideal—a pure paradise—
‘Generally speaking, said Mr. Appel, ‘‘the conditions
of the working man in the West are far superior to
those under which men have to work on the coast.”

Then I am very sorry for the coastal men, and I
think that, if they want to get their conditions
altered, the best thing they can do is to change a
representation that allows such things. Here is
another extract—

“The conditions generally are in favour of the work-
ing man,” said Mr. Appel. “In some cases families
live by trekking along the stock routes as the Boers or
the patriarchs of old did in their respective countries,”
{Laughter.)

Mr. Appel met and spoke with one family who so
lived. There were three teams, in which were ali the
belongings, and along the stock route fed the horses
and cattle and goats, The sight was one, he said,
which one could never forget.

T wonder if the Premier is going to get this
printed in pamphlet form and distributed in
the old country to get immigrantz to come
here, showing them the kind of life that
people lead in our Western country. That
kind of life may appeal to the Home Secre-
sary; but, if it does, his ideal of what life
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should be in a civilised community is very
low, and I advise him to get back to the
plains of Arabia or South Africa of which he
is so fond. I want to know what chance a
family have of getting a living by the way-
side.  How is their education going to be
atrended to?

The oue SycrETARY: By the itinerant
teachers whom this Government are pro-
viding.

My, ALLEN: I want to know what kind
of home life—what kind of home comforts
can the mother of a family have under such
circumstances? Does the hon. member think
they are sufficient? 1 hope, when I am next
touring my electorate, to sce the hon. gentle-
man out there like a patriarch of old.

The HouE SEcRrTarY: 1 would like to be
there.

Mr., ALLEN: I am sure that, if the hon.
gentleman did go, there are quite a number
of members on his own side of the House
quite willing to take his portfolio, and I do
not think the country would lose much. The
hon. gentleman also said in that interview—
“The great curse of the West,”” said Mr.‘Appel, “is
the existence of small miserabie shanties, whose
owners take the cheques of the hard-working men and
then turn them adrift, and very often at a time when
the men are incapable of taking care of themselves.”

I want to know did the hon. gentleman him-
self further the cause of temperance during
his visit to my electorate?

The HowE SECRETARY: I know you did not.
(Laughter.)

Mr. ALLEN: If Dame Rumour does not
prevaricate—as she usually does— he did not
do very much to promote temperance.

The SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr. ALLEN: And again, if there are these
miserable shanties, it does not say much for
the administration of the Home Department
over which the hon. gentleman presides. Does
not our existing licensing law prevent the ex-
istence of these shanties, if it is properly
carried out? )

Mr. LmsiNa: They are characteristic of
Australian bush life.

Mr. ALLEN: I would like the hon. gentle-
man to get up and specify some of these
shanties, and I would like to know what the
hon. gentleman has done to remove them

since he came back to Brisbane. Again,
quoting from this interview—
It seems odd,” said Mr. Appel—

The SPEAKER: Order, order! The Home

Secretary should be referred to by his official
title.

My, ALLEN: I am quoting from a news-

paper, Sir—
It seems odd, said the Home Secretary, that the
Government compels the station-owners to erect
comfortable guarters, supplied with bathrooms and
other conveniences, for the mer, and at the same time
permits the existenee of so great a curse as the miser-
able shanty where horrors-breeding spirits are retailed.
This is news to me. This is a real surprise
packet to me—to hear that the Government
can compel station-owners to erect comfortable
quarters, and supply bathrooms and other con-
veniences for the men.

The Houe SecrETARY: You will learn a lot
before you are here long.

Mr. ALLEN: And, if it is the law, I want
to know why it is not being administered, be-
cause the men have not got all these things.
I admit that there is an Act providing accom-
modation for the shearer, but the shearer is

Mr. Allen.)
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not the only worker in the West—he is only
one section of the workers. What about the
permanent station hands? Do they not want
this accominodation? Is there an Act com-
pelling station-owners to erect comfortable
quarters and supply bathrooms and other con-
veniﬂnces for their permanent labourers? I
say '* No.”” It just shows how much the hon.
gentleman knows when he comes back here
and talks in that way. And speaking now
about the Shearers and Sugar Workers Ac-
commodation Act, I Wondor how many ex-
emptions arc granted in the Bulloo electorate.

Mr. Hamirrox: It is a dead letter there.

Mr. ALLEN: 'There is an Act on the
statute-book but it is not administered. To
my knowledge excemptions have been granted
in one place for three years. Any little ex-
cuse is good enough to deprive the men of all
the comlerts which the law demands for them
and vet we read misrepresentations like this.
This is absolutely unanswerable. There are
two stations in my electorate, that I know of,
which have exceptionally goud accommodation
and baths for the permanent working men, but
the Home Secrctary did not sce those two
stationa.

Mr. Havuron: It is not right that any
further exemptions should be granted. They
have all had plenty of time.

Mr. ALLEN: It is no wonder that the
people are gulled when they read in the daily
newspapers such interviews, which are very
far distant from the actual facts. When I was
in another electorate not long ago and quoted
these dlﬁ'oroncea in the pastoral rents, < Oh!”
they \B.l({ * you are only quoting one partlcular
case.”” They had been used to reading the
newspapers and believing that the Govern-
ment were absolutely fair all round. We
have heard a lot about the few people who are
living in my electorate. At Duck Creek a
few years ago therc were 300 miners working,
but at the preseut time there are only about
four. That district contains a large arca of
opal-bearing country, and if it were pros-
pected, I am quite sure there would be
another Duck Creek. perhaps three or four
Duck Creeks discovered, and the population
of the Bulloo electorate would increase to
4,000 or 5,000.

Mr. Bowyaxn: And Eroungella Hills

Mr. ALLEN: Yes, Eroungella Hills and
Dynevor Downs are opal bearmg country, but
it is not prospected. During the election cam-
paign the people were promised that steps
would be taken to provide water in that dis-
trict. I wonder what has been done by the
Government in the way of fixing them up
with water. Al opal-bearing country is dry
country. The great difficulty prospectors have
to contend with is want of water, and when
they strike good country half their time is
spent in going to and from water. Yet the
Government have done nothing to help them
in this matter. I think all that the whole of
that district has received from the Govern-
ment in the way of help in prospecting for
opals was a grant of £40, which was made
some years ago. What we want is a live
Secretary for Mines—a Secretary for Mines
who attends to his work and is sympathetic
with the small man who is working on his
own. and who does not bother so much about
syndicates, and if we had such a Minister, the
Bulloo would soon be carrying a much larger
population than it is doing at the present time.
Let me quote another statement made by the
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present Home Secretary. The hon. gentleman
made inquiries concerning the opal felds, and
he said that—

With a plentiful supply of water, work could le found
for a large number of men.

The HoME SECRETARY: Hear, hear!

Mr. ALLEN: Exactly; but what did the
hon. gentleman do before he left the Mines
Department? He did absolutely nothing.
That is another point on which I condemp
the Government. Right throughout the agri-
cultural districts the Labour party have been
held up as opponents of the farmer, and it has
been said that we intend to tax them off the
land. My contention is that the Lakour party,
in proposing a land tax, do not intend to tax
the man off the land, but to tax the land
monopolist and keep down the price of land.
(Hear, hear!) What the agriculturist wants,
what the man who is going to make his living
out of the land wants, is cheap land. He
wants to get his tools and his necessaries as
cheaply as possible, but land is his chief neces-
sary. I am quite prepaled to admit that the
land-jobber likes to sec the price of land high,
but that is no good to the genuine agricultu-
rist. It does not matter to the genuine agri-
culturist if the land is not worth a shllhng e}
long as he gets a return from it. If we wish
to get men to go on the land, it is desirable
that they should be allowed to obtain good
land as cheaply as possible, and the best way
to provide them with cheap land is to impose
a land value tax—a tax on publicly created
land values, with an exemption up to £300.

Mr. LesiNa: Cheap land means high wages.

Mr, ALLEN: Exactly. Land on the Mary-
vale Estate, which was recently repurchased
by the Gmernment has been sold to farmers,
the best of it, at £12 3., 9d. per acre. It is
no wonder that farmers are afraid of a wages
board. But I say when a farmer is afraid of
a wages board he is looking the wrong way—
he should look at the land monopolbt I
know this estate very well, and I know of one
piece of land there which was sold nine years
ago for £2 10s. an acre. A piecoe of similar
country adjoining that land a selector has
now to pay £8 15s. per acre for. What has
been done to that land in the meantime to
make it of more value? Nothing at all. The
increased price now paid for it is the un-
earned increment. I want to point out what
kind of a tax this payment of the unearned
increment is on the farmer. The proprietors
of the station have had the use of that land
for nine years, and now the selector has to
pay for it, not £2 10s. an acre, but £9 15s..
or an advance of £7 5s. an acre. Five per
cent. on £7 5s. is 7s. 3d., so that the agricul-
turist who now takes up ‘that land has to pay
a tax of 7s. 3d. per acre for all time. Yet
hon. members oppoclte are crying out against
a proposal to impose a land tax. Why, even
the outrageous proposals of the hon. member
for Clermont, as they are called, would not
hit the farmer nearly so badly as that. This
piece of land which was sold at £9 15s. an acre
has an area of 77, say 80acres. At £2 10s. an
acre, the cost of that land would amount to
£300. It would not be taxed under the pro-
posal of the Labour party, because they
exempt £300 of publicly created land values.
Yet under the present system of private
ownership of land the man who buys that
farm must pay what is practically a tax of
7s. 3d. per acre for all time, as long as those
values keep up. I contend that the Labour
party are the true friends of the farmer, and
that the hon. member for CunmnWha.m, the



Address in Reply.

hon, member for Cambooya, and the hon.
member for Aubigny, are the men who are in
favour of landlords and of heavily taxing the
poor man on the land, bLecause interest is,
after all, only another form of taxation.

Mr. GravsoN: You know that is not true—
that I am not in favour of land monopolies.
Speak the truth.

The SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr. ALLEN: The hon. member may not
kuowingly do this, but I know it is a fact.
I am quoting facts, and he cannot get away
from them. They cannot be denied. They
are not my words. The agriculturist on that
block has to pay a tax of 7s. 3d. an acre in the
shape of interest on the unearned increment
after the lapse of nine years.

Mr. Graysox: Those two blocks are not of
the same value, and well you know it. You
arc misleading the House,

Mr. ALLEN: I am not here to mislead the
House, and let me say this: I know that land
better than the hon. member does. He has
only paid flying visits to it. while I have
ploughed it and worked it, 1 know what the
land is. 1 know where to strike good soil. I
kuow the piece I quoted at £2 10s. an acre
is every bit as good if not better than the
picce I quoted at £Y 15s. an acre. When the
hon. member tackles me on this question, he
tackles somebody who kncws somcthing about
this land.  We all know there was something
curious about the purchase of the Maryvale
Ystate. It happened during an election. As
many members of the Kidston party said, it
was done for the purpose of securing for the
then Philp party the Warwick and Cunning-
ham seats. It had thau etfect.

Mr. Graysox: I did not get a single vote
through it.

Mr. ALLEN: I can assure the hon. member
I am not very often in his electorate, but I
happen to know two voles that he got, and
that counts four out of his small majority of
sixty-eight. If I happened to find out two
when I was not looking for them, I wonder
how many I could find out if I went looking
for them?

OpposITION MEMBERS: A whole lot.

Mr. ALLEN: At any rate it had an im-
portant bearing on the Warwick election.
That estate was bought to secure for the Go-
vernment the Warwick and Cunningham
seats. The hon. member for Cunningham said
the other day it was a good bargain, and he
said the Government had got rid of every
block. I dare say they did. There is a thirst
for land, but because there is a thirst for land
I do not see that the Government should raise
the values. There are other points which he
conveniently forgot to mention. The Govern-
ment purchased those lands for £87.000, and

they %ot rid of them. Certainly. But what
had they to do before they got rid of them?
The hon. member did not tell us. He did not

tell us that the Government had to go to the
expense of building a railway which will cost
£60,000 to get rid of that land. I happened
to be on those lands since the House has been
sitting, avd the ery of every selector I met
was:  What about our railway? When is it
going to come? This land is no good to us if
we do not get the railway.” Which proves
my contention. I say, without fear of contra-
diction, if that railway had not been passed,
the Government would not have got rid of the
land so easily. They did not lose anything by
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16, but the selector has to pay a pretty dear
price to enable the hon. members for Cunning-
ham and Warwick to secure their seats.

Mr. MaxN: I said the same thing last year.

Mr. ALLEN: Then, again, there is a piece
of land which I have marked at £12 per acre.
'The whole cry right through the Maryvale
Istate is that tho selector from the Govern-
ment have to pay about £2, and, in some
cases, £3 an acre dearer for his land than for
what the syndicate was selling similar land.
Can the hon. member deny that?

OrposiTION MEMBERS: No, no!

Mr. ALLEN: Those figures are there—they
cannot be denied. There again, the friends of
the poor man! For local government purposes
last year this land was valued at £49.000.
Then, the poor men who go on to it will have
to pay taxes on over £90,000. The local go-
vernment tax at the present time hits the
poor man, and the monopolist escapes. Look
at Jimbour. First of all for local government
purposes Jimbour was valued at 19s., £1 1s,
and then at £1 10s, an acre. What hau the
sclector to pay in the shape of local govern-
ment taxation? e has to pay on £6 an acre.

The SECRETARY #OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Did not your party assist in the repurchase
of the Jimbour Estate?

Mr. ALLEN: Jimbour does not stand
alone. Glengallan is the same. Glengallan
for local government purposes was valued at
£2 10s. #n acre.

Mr. Maxx: All the repurchased estates are
tho same.

AIr. Lesixa: The whole system is bad.

Mr. ALLEN: My experience of repurchased
estates is that there has only been one good
bargain—-that is, Headington Hill Estate.

An HoNoURaBLE MEMBER: Are you for-
geting the Seaforth? (Laughter.)

Mr. ALLEN: I do not
about the BSecaforth Estate. Take the Glen-
gallan Kstate, No. 1. That was bought
thirteen or fourteen years ago. The price
then for the best land was £35 an acre unim-
proved, and at the same time anywhere at all
you could buy improved land in the vicinity,
with a house and fenced in, at £5 an acre.
The Administration in the past have done all
they can to spoil those Acts. They have never
driven onc hard bargain yet with the landlord.
I consider the ilaryvale owners had a good
thing on in selling to the Government. They
got a better price for the land from the Go-
vernment than they would have got by cutting
it up, and they were saved all the worry.

The SECRETARY FOR PTUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
The selectors were very glad indeed to get
the Maryvale Estate.

Mr. LesiNa: They are glad to get land any-
where.

Mr. ALLEN: Yet they are very loud in
their denunciation of the price. If bread cost
2s. 6d. a loaf, and a man was starving, he
would have to get it. It is just the same with
those people up there. They have to get land—
they cannot go idle. We have heard a lot about
the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act, and
the number of persons settled under that Act.
I am very sorry to say, from my experience
of that Act and the administration of it. that
although a large number of settlers go on the
land in the first instance, they are bought out
subsequently. Those small holdings are get-
ting larger and larger every year, and I dare
say in the course of time—even where we have
holdings of 80 to 100 acres—you will find the
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smallest holding contains 1,000 or 1,200 acres.
They are gradually being bought up. You
can see it all over those repurchased estates.
I will give hon. members an instance.

Mr. LesiNa: Agegregating. There i3
nothing to stop it.

Mr. ALLEN: Ves, aggregating; it is free-

hold tenure. I want to refer to another ques-
tion. T have put the case of the poor. agricul-
tural farmer—to save them from their friends.
Now I come to myseif. The Premier, in his
speech, went out of his way to attack me, and
he made a statement regarding my actions
during the Christmas vacation which is not in
accordance with fact. Now, up to the end of
-January this year I was a junior officer in the
Education Department. I worked my specified
time, and did it well, too—(hear, hear!)—and
after those hours I claimed my time as my
own. When the Christmas wvacation came,
part of that time was spent in the Bulloc elec-
torate; what I was doing there is my busi-
ness, not the Premier’s.

OppoSITION NEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr, ALLEN: While I was in that depart-
ment I always did as I pleased in my own
) time, and I do not see why in this

[5 p.m.] free country, in this British com-
munity, T should go to the
Premicr—the accidental Premier for the time
béing--and ask him where I shall spend my
holidays. He has no right to impute motives
as to what T was doing. T say that I was
not organising the Bulloo electorate: I never
did any organising in the Bulloo electorate
while I was a member of the public service.
I have been organising though in other places
in my own time, and in my own way, and in
a way which did not come into conflict with
the regulations which governed me. (Hear,
hear!) 1 say that politics have got into a
very poor condition, when the Premier of the
State will lend his ear to some idle gossip
who comes along with a tale, unsupported
by any proof, that a Government official has
been doing organising work. Tt appears to
me that he instituted a kind of Star Chamber
system in the publie service. He has insti-
tuted a system of esplonage. No man is safe
while there is any spy about. We do not
know who the spies are. I wonder if he is
going to table a list of the spies he has
throughout the country watching the public
service. I want to know why the Premier,
when he was shown that letter, did not tell
that individual to go and lay a complaint?
Why did he not tell him that he did not want
to hear any idle gossip; that he was there as
Premier of the State, and was not at all con-
cerned about the private actions of a member
of the public service, and that this lctter-
writer. this spy, this assassin, or whatever he
was—ihe man who stabs you in the back—
should lay a complaint. If he was dissatisfied
with my conduct, if he thought I had com-
mitted a breach of the regulations, I want to
know why this Premier, who believes in fair
play. did not tell him to go and lay his charge
in the proper place where it could be dealt
with, and I could have had a fair deal? It
appears to me that this informer did not
want to give me a fair deal. If he did so,
why did he not lay the charge in the proper
place, so that I could refute it? No, he came
along to the Premier, he knew where he
could get a sympathetic hearing; but I want
to tell the Premier that if he had fried to
punish me as a public servant for going where
I chose during my Christmas holidays he
would have found out Lis mistake; he would
have found out that he could not persecute

[3r. Allen.
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me, and that I was quite ready for any little
trick that he might have been prepared to
play upon me,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRTUCTION:
He never tricked you; he treated you very
liberally.

Mr. ALLEN: I have nothing to thank the
department for.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
He took you back into the service,

An OrrosiTiON MEMBER: Because he was a
good man.

Mr. ALLEN: Because I was a good man,
as the hon. member says. The head teacher
of the school, when I was going away, said,
“Of course I do not know anything about
politics. If you happen to get in, and you
are as good a member for your district as you
have been a teacher here under me, the elec-
tors; will have no cause to regret putting you
in.

OprosITION MEMBERS; Hear, hear!

Mr. ALLEN: That is the opinion of my
immediate superior. The Minister for Public
Instruction has insinuated that the Premier
did me a good turn.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Noj; I said the Department of Public Instruc-
tion.

Mr, ALLEN: Weli, I had to stand out and
fight my case. The Seccretary for Public In-
struction said that the Premier had done me
a good turn. He only gave me fair play, and
1 do not call fair play a good turn. During
that 1908 clection, when the time came, I
resigned. I had no understanding. I never
ran to any man before the clections, and said,
“ Well, if T resign, will I get back?” Ivery-
body cannot say that. I wonder if the present
Homa Secretary or the present Minister for
Public Instruction can say that every other
man acted in the same way, according to
their knowledge. At any rate. I have grave
doubts about it. When I came back, I put in
my application in the proper way. I refused
to be penalised. T said, ** Mr. Charlton, a
staff surveyor, resigned, and fought the Bur-
nett in 1907, and he got back again on his old
standing. He resigned again, eight months
later, to fight the election for Maryborough.
and got back again on his old footing.” I
said, " You are going to treat me the same
way.” The department did not want to do so.
The Minister was very fair and just to me,
but a certain official was not. One of the
officials went out of his way to make a de-
liberate misstatement to thwart me. I do not
want to follow it up. I hung back, and told
the Minister that T asked for nothing but a fair
deal, and I was determined if T did not get it
I would not go back again. I wanted to be
treated the same way as Mr. Charlton and
other men. I pointed out to the Minister that
I had served in a bush Provisional school and
in the Western districts of Queensland, and
had only been a certain time in the metro-
politan area, and that I considered that if the
department could not send me back to War-
wick they were in duty bound to put me in
one of the Brisbane schocls. That is the state-
ment I made. They tried to get out of it, and
I pointed out that I was not prepared to go in
on any other understanding. The Minister
did me justice. As I szaid before, one official
at the time made a misstatement to thwart my
desires, so that I could not get into the metro-
politan area.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
That is a very serious charge to make against
a public officer.
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Mr. ALLEN: He is not there now. I may
say that since then new regulations have been
gazetted by the Department of Public Instruc-
tion. According to those new regulations, I
would have been still entitled to eighteen
months in the metropolitan area, or in the
vicinity of my home. All I asked the Minister
for was three months, and I had to fight to get
it. They gave me the three months; and, as
it happened, it suited them to keep me in the
metropolitan area at the end of that time. I
got no special favour. I only got justice.

Mr. THORN: If you got justice, what are you
complaining about?

Mr. ALLEN : Because the hon. gentleman
said that he treated me exceptionally well. Isay
he did nothing of the kind. [ do say this,
as I said before : that the Premier of this State
had very litile to do when he lent his ear to
sumeone who was not prepared to lay charges in
a straightforward manner or come out into the
open and fight me. There are certain matters in
connection with the HKducation Department
which I would have liked to have spoken about,
but I will reserve them for the Address in Reply.
To sum up my reasons why I am oprosed to this
Government, I want to answer first of all a cer-
tain question that the Premier asked. Hae said,
““If the Government has heen good in the past,
how has it become bad now ?”7 My answer to
that s, * Because it has undergone a change, and
this change has a detrimental effect on the legis-
lation, and on the administration of the State.
He asks us to judge the Government by its
actions, What actions have the Government
done ?

Mr. HarDACRE: Adjourned Parliament for
nine months.

Mr. ALLEN : Whatdemocratic legislation has
this strong, coherent, democratic party put on the
statute-book? Absolutely none. ¢ Donothing”
seems to be their motto, and for that motto we
condemn them. I am opposing this Administra-
tion because I have a mandate from my constitu-
ency to do so; because it exists in npposition to
the expressed will of the people at the ballot-box
in 1908; because it is composed chiefly of the
whole wreckage of the reactionary forces; be-
cause it has made noappreciable effort to lighten
the burdens of the small man on the land;
because it is playing into the hands of the capi-
talists and reducing the miserable pittance now
payable to the wealth producers of the State by
bringing more competitors into an already
overcrowded labour market.

OrrosiTioN MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. G.
Appel, Albert): I desire, in common with all
the rest of the members of this Chamber who
have already done so, to express the regret that
I feel at the loss which this House and bis native
State have sustained in the death of the late
Mr. J. D. Campbell. He was one of those
native Australians who, having made a name
for himself in the commercial world, also made
a name for himself in the political world, and
the loss of whom, I venture to say, will be f3lt
by the whole of the members of the com-
munity, whatsoever their political opinions may
be. ({Hear, hear!) I confess that I had not
intended to occupy the attention of the House
upon this want of confidence motion, for several
reasons ; and in that respect I may say that one
of them was a physical one, and 1 trust that hon,
members will bear with me if, owing to the cold
from which I am suffering, I am not up to the
form which T confess I would like to be, were I
addressing a public meeting, or this House.
(Opposition laughter.)

Mr. Kerr: What about Windorah?

[22 Jory.]
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Mr, CoTTELL : What about ““rats”?
The HOME SECRETARY : Itis quite pos-

sible that the hon. member for Bareno, who
represents the West, could relate incidents of
the West far better than I could dn, and I am
sure he could give many personal experiences of
his own out there. One of the reasons why I
had not intended to trespass onthe time of the
House was this: I may be wrong, but I certainly
have heard nothing but abuse from hon. mem-
bers, so far as the misdeeds of the Government
are concerned. .

Mr, CoYNE: Even the camels could not carry
them,

The HOME SECRETARY : Possibly not, in
the opinion of the hon. gentleman. Furthermore,
I also felt that if we were to do any work
or do anything for the State, the question of
whether this Government should be turned out
or not was a question which did not necessitate
pages and pages of Hansard, and, In many cases,
repetition and narration of ancient history,
in view of the fact that not alone in con-
nection with the proposed legislation, but in
connectionn with certain necessary amendments
and additions to the industrial legislation
which has lately become law, and which,
from experience of the Administration, it is
absolutely necessary to amend in the direction
proposed as soon as possible. Now, the hon.
gentleman who has just sat down must not
expect me to take any notice and reply toall that
he has said.

Mr. ALLEN : Youcan’t. {Opposition laughter.)

The HOME SKCRETARY : Thehon. gentle-
man says I cannot.  He is quite safe in saying
that, for the simple reason that T won’t, When
he has been a member of this House for some
time, and has gained a little more experience, he
will discover that he does not add t» his weight
or influence in the House hy casting personal
reflections at any other member of this Chamber.
So far as bis veiled innuendo concerning myself
is concerned—well, he must not expect me to say
anythingaboutthat. (Labourlaughier.) Hemust
not expect me to do it, becauss if I do say any-
thing it would be a viriual admission that there
was some truth in it.  (Labour Jaughter.) Be-
fore proceeding with the few remarks which I
intend to make on the main question before the
House, I shall say a few words with regard to
the electorate which the hon. memher repre-
sents, and I shall also say a few words in
copnection with his remarks concerning myself.
I am pleased, at any rate, that I have afforded
the hon. member a subject upun which to express
himself this afternoon ; and, speaking personally,
considering the apparent self-gratification he
showed, I venture to say that I was a very good
subject. So far as that great elcctorate 1s con-
cerned

Mr. KErr: ““Magnificent,” please,

The HOME SECRETARY : Magnificent, as
the hon. member fur Barcoo says. I say truth-
fully that that great tract of country is one of
the most valuable portions of ferritory which
this great State possesses.

Myr. ALLEN : Hear, hear!

The HOMY SECRETARY : And it was a
revelation to me to see the possibiliti=s in con-
nection with that great tract of country. The
hon, member, quoting from his notes or from
his memory—I forget which—spoke about
what I had said so far as railways were con-
cerned. I can tell the Iouse that what T
did say was this: that if I was an elector of
the Bulloo electorate, the one policy I would
advocate would be railway construction to open
up that great district. And I say the same

Hon. J. G. Appel.]




368 Address in Reply.

thing now—that the possibilities of that vast
district are such that so long as T remain a mem-
ber of this House, whetber sitting on this side or
on the other side, my support will be given to
railway coustruction to open up that valuable
portion of the State of Queensland.

An HoNouraBLE MEMBER: We have as good
as gob it now,

The HOME SECRETARY : I don’t want to
digress too much, but, in reply to the interjection
of the hon, member, 1 will point out that he is
quite correct, because it is forecast in the Speech,
1t is part of the policy of this State to construct
those connecting links of railway which will give
a line of rails from the Southernmost to the
Northernmost part of this State; and in that
construction the great p rtion of Queensland
called “the Bulloo” wiil receive the railway
communication that is absolutely necessary for
its future welfare, The hon. member was good
enough to be sarcastic concerning a typographical
error in the report of a conversation T had with
the reporters of a newspiper when he spoke of
Stouey Creek Station. For the benefit of the
hon. member [ may tell him at once that T
knew perfectly well that there was no such
station in the Bulloo of that name.

Mr. ALLEN: Why didn’t you contradiet it ?

The HOME SECRETARY : I am not going
to reply to these interjections, I propose, Mr,
Speaker, to continue my address. He knows
as well as I do the Stoney Creek I spoke about,
and he apparently knows of the bhoundary rider
who resides in the vicinity or at that particular
place. The information I received concerning
the wages that boundary rider was prepared to
pay, and would pay, came from the boundary
rider himself and from other sources, which to
my mind were reliable. Concerning the style
and class of residence which people occupy in
that portion of the electorate, it is all very well
for members to come here and say, ¢ If you only
knew the class of residence!” It is nota ques-
tion of the class of residence, but the condition
of the atmosphere in that portion of the State,
which is absolutely different from the coastal
purtions of Queensland.  This particular resi-
dence is simply a bark humpy, and some portions
are simply bough shelters ; but in connection with
that little camp there was a small portion of the
humpy which was fitted up, and which was us:d
by the itinerant teacher when he came at certain
specified times for the prupose of instructing the
children of that same boundary rider. And as
the hon, member has spuken of Windorah, he
will also possibly recollect that at Windorah I
met a friend of wine, who comes from my dis-
trict, and who i« one of the itinerant teachers
employed by the Department of Public Tnstrue-
tion, and who at that particular time was
on his round from one statinn to another in
connection with his duties. And in that con-
nection let us, through this House, once more
inform the country what work the Department of
Public Instruction is doing to provide instruction
for the children in the West by increasing the
number of itinerant teachers. And I truss that
we shall receive the support of every hon,
member of this Hou<e in providing for a con-
siderable increase in the near future. Talking
of the conditions in the West, I say they are
absolutely different from those which exist on the
coast, I did not intend to be as discursive as
this in addressing the House, but it is necessary
for me to let those of the electors of this State
who way be misled by what fell from the hon.
member—it is necessary for me to give them
some account of the conditions of the West.

Mr. Kerr: Will you tell us about the special
coach?
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The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber for Barcoo, I see, is making his little bullets,
or somebody is making them for him to fire.
He, as a Minister who has travelled in the West,
knows all about four-horse coaches ; and possibly
the hon. memwber was not satisfied with a four-
horse coach, because, from the dignified beraring
he possessed while he held Cabinet rank, I ven-
turs to say that nothinz short of a six-horse
coach would have suited him. (Laughter.)

Mr. Kurr: T always travelled with six.

Mr. 3Taxy made an interjection,

The HOME SECRETARY : I do not object
to interjections, but I am not going to allow
royself to be drawn too much away from what
I wish to say. I noticed last night that the hon.

member for Clermont referred to

[5.30 p.m.] the hon. member for Cairns as “‘a

man of wood,” His senseless inter-
jections remind me of an old saw, ‘“You may
lead an ass to knowledge, but you cannot make
him think.” So the hon. member will pardon
me if I take no further notice of his sens:less
interjections, (Launghter.) Addressing myself
to where I left off before hon. members dis-
tracted my attention : To one who lives on the
coast the conditions of the West are so abso-
lutely different that, until a man has actually
had the experience of viswing them personally,
he will hardly credit what they are. When you
go to a homestead you find the whole of the beds
standing out in the garden or out in the yard,
the people living in the open air, for there
the open air is the best and the most com-
fortable place to sleep in. On some of the
largest pastoral holdings we find that, owing to
the lack of timber and building material, they
have built with green bricks, with ant-bed
floors and thatched with lignum—1I think that is
the name of the grass which grows in the
swamps. Perchance those ant-bed floors may be
coverad, or they may not be covered, but those
dwellings may be ocenpied by persons who,
under ordinary conditions, if the material were
procurable, could have a very much more pre-
tentious class of residence. However, in every
practicable case, owing to the atmospheric con-
ditions, the greater part of the life is spent in
the open air. With the small rainfall in that
portion of Queensland, people ars able, and they
do, live for the greater part in the outer and
open air. Under the same conditions which do
not enable people to build more pretentious
houses, those who have not the funds simply
live in bark erections, or in many cases
under grass shelters. These are the actual
conditions ; but the feeling that is engen-
dered in one in that dryexhilarating atmos-
phere is one which causes you to feel an inde-
scribablelightnessand vigour; and, in thatrespect
alone, it enables men to live a life which, in the
coastal districts, would be absolutely impossible,
and would be most injurious to health. The
hon. member for Bulloo endeavoured to be sar-
castic in conunection with what I said concerning
the large teams which travel over the country.
To me, as I said in that interview, it was a
revelation to see those great teams with their
great Western bullocks. It reminded one of the
stories of the Arabian Nights or of the Boers
who trekked in South Africa. For, travelling
along, one sees in the far distance—because there
tLe roads are perfectly straight, and, owing to
the fact that the country is level, you can see for
miles—and as you go along you may see in the
dim distance just a little column of dust; as you
approach nearer and nearer you come across
these teams one after the other in the way that
I have mentioned. Any hon. member who has
any knowledge of the West knows that those
men and women, who have travelled for years
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and years on those roads carrying loading, would
not give up the life to come to the coast for any
other conditions whatever that might be offered
to them.

Mr. J. M. Huxter : They stick as tight to
that as you do to the Treasury benches.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes, and ‘as
tight as the hon. member for Maranoa sticks to
anything he can get his fingers on.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear,
laughter.

The HOME SECRETARY: And, if all
accounts are true in the Maranoa, he takes very
gond care to get as much as he can into them, too.
(Renewed laughter.) I do notlike to digress,
but, if we have middlemen, such as the hon.
member for Maranoa, who are living on the
sweat of the toilers upon the soil, continually
interjecting, it causes one to think that there is
& certain amount of hypocrisy about it.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear !

TLe HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem-
ber for Bulloo spoke about indented labour
in the West, This House knows that, before
any indented labour can be introduced into
Queensland, the permission of the Common-
wealth authorities must be given to their
introduction. The Works Department, which
administers industrial legislation, supplies to
the Chief Secretary, and, through the Chief
Secretary, the Commonwealsh, a list of all the
wages which are paid in the particular district
where that labour is to be introduced.

Mr. J. M. HuntEr: Yes; and it was proved
on the floor of this House last session that they
supplied wrong information.

The HOMESECRETARY : I venture to say
that what the hon. member has interjected is
absolutely incorrect, and he is casting an asper-
sion upon the permanent officials ot the Works
Department which may be worthy of him, but
which is unworthy of a representative sitting in
this House.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY : It is all very
well for hon. members to drag a herring over the
track, The Premier insisted, so far as indented
labour is concerned—and rightly, too, so as to
prevent the flooding of the labour market in
those districts—that they should only be intro-
duced under agreement, and that there must be
a deposit of £5, so that those men who were
introduced into a district would have work to go
to, and would be provided for under proper
agreements. :

Mr. HaMirroxn : Yes, and they “outed” men
who were already in the district.

The SPEAKER : Order, order !
The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon.

member for Gregory will allow me, I am coming
to that. Allusion has been mmade to the number
of unemployed in the West. One of the objects
that I had in visiting the West was for the pur.
pose of ascertaining what those labour conditions
were—for the purpose of ascertaining where these
large numbers of unemployed were, and. the
reasons for their unemployment. My expe.ience
in the West was given in the interview which
appeared in the Z'elegraph. I repeat again that
the conditions of the worker in the West are
very much superior to the conditions of the
worker on the coast ; Iiis payment is better, and
the conditions of his life are better. I found
that the opal-miners the hon. member spoke
of—

Mr, HamILron :
coast.
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The HOME SECRETARY : I can show the
hon. member places on the coast where the flies
are equally as bad as they are in the West.

Mr. LexNox aND LaBour MEMBERS: No, you
can’t.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber for Warrego practically represents rabbits.
There are more rabbits than white people in the
hon. member’s electorate.

Mr. LENXON: Do you represent ‘‘ rats”?

The HOME SECRETARY : I will come to
the hon. member for Herbert directly, and I am
sure I will quite satisfy him, if he wants anything.
Now, with reference to the opal-miners : During
my trip out West I made « detour to the opal
mines for the purpose of seeing what was
being done in connection with them. I met an
old opal-miner who had been away on the
Murray, and who was then travelling back to try
his luck again at the opal mines. I have already
pointed out that teamsters who have driven their
teams from one place to another, year in and
year out, will not leave that work for any other
occupation.  So it ie with either a goldminer or
an opal-miner—he will always go back to the
particular class of work in which he has been for
a long time engaged. This old opal-miner was
going back to the opal mines. And what was
his condition? He had come all the way back
from the Murray, but he had a cap’tal bugey to
carry his kit, and that buggy was drawn by a
first-class pair of Western horses, The case of
that old opal-miner was similar to that of other
men whom T met travelling on that read. Some
were travelling in sulkies, and some were riding
bicycles.

Mr. ALLEN : Broken down.

The HOME SECRETARY : If the hon,
member wishes me to reply to his interjec-
tiong——

The SPEAKER : Order! I hope the hon.
member will not notice interjections—they are
quite disorderly.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes, Sir; but I
shall be only too pleased to satisfy any hon.
member who makes a sensible interjection if I
can hear it. But I must ask the indulgence of
the House, because I am suffering from a cold
which has rendered me rather deaf.

The SPEAKER: Order! We do not want

any interjections, sensible or otherwise.

The HOME SECRETARY : Perhaps the
hon. member would have to get someone to
write it for him, if he is to make a sensible inter-
jection. However, to continue my remarks:
Only in one instance did I meet a man travelling
along the road on foot, and he had an excellent
kit; his clothes were good, and from what he
told us he was then within a few miles of hig
destination.

Mr. Kerr: What has this got to do with the
want of confidence motion ?

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber for Barcoo is no doubt a great man in his
own estimation, but if he could only see himself
as others see him——

The SPEAKER: Order! T hope the Home
Secretary, in continuing his remarks, will address
himself to the question before the House.

The HOME SKORETARY : Iwill do so with
pleasure, but interjections of the character which
usually emanate from the hon. member for Barcoo
are not such as are likely to assist one to con-
tinue one’s speech connectedly. With regard to
the matter of shanties, which T mentioned in
that interview, I will give the hon. member one
instance which ig typical of many. Iun giving a

Hon. J. G. Adppel.]
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description of this one shanty, T do not for one
moment say that there are not decent licensed
houses in the Builoo electorate. At the same
time, I venture to say that there are a great
number of houses which are licensed, and which
are mere traps to get the wages of the worker,
and by getting those wages—legitimately, as the
law stands—they reduce the worker, for a period,
to a condition of practical destitution. The case
I allude to is a house on the Langlo.

Mr. Artex: That is not in the Bulloo.

The HOME SECRETARY : T am referring
to the condition of the West, and I am giving
one instance of a shanty on the Langlo. Itisa
mere slab humpy, which, if it were situated ou a
pastoral holding, would not be considered a fit
place for the housing of men working on that
holding. How a license was obtained for that
place is certainly a puzzle to me, but we know
how licenses are sometimes obtained under the
present coustitution of the licensing benches.
We know that there are justices who are willing
to sit on a bench and grant licenses.

Hon. R, PHILP:
Langlo Crossing?

The HOME SECRETARY: I do.

Hon. R. PHILP :
than that.

The HOME SECRETARY : Quite so; so
have I. The pastoralist is compelled to provide
for his shearers certain accommodation,

Mr. J. M. HuNTER: So he should.

The HOME SECRETARY : I do notfor one
moment contend that he should not be compelled
to provide that accomnmodation. What I say is
that by law he has to provide such accommoda-
tion, and yet when a man has earned his wages
he can go to such a house as that at Langlo
Crossing.

An HONOURABLE MEMBER :
shanty.

The HOME SECRETARY : It is a licensed
house, but it is nothing more or less than a
shanty building. I can cite an instance of what
happened to a number of men who went there
with their cheques. When their cheques were
reputed to be gone, some of those men, practi-
cally in the horrors, were taken by either the
licensee or his agent, and driven out to Amba-
thala Lake, and turned adrifv on the shores of
the lake in that condition.

Mr. ALLEN: That
enterprise.

The HOMI SECRETARY : 1t is a scandal.
We do not know what might have happened to
those mien had not the manager and employees
of Ambathala Station turned out and found the
wmen. The men when found had stripped their
clothes off, and were badly eaten by ants, The
manager brought them to the homestead, and
there nursed them back tolife, I should Like to
hear hon. members who say they represent the
men who were treated in that way make such
things public.

Mr. J. M. Hoxter: That is an indictment
against your own Government.

The HOME SECRETARY : T should like to
see the members who represent those districts
make these things public. When 1 was in the
West I asked why they were not made public.
What was [ told ? Because the licensees of those
houses are supporters of the Labour party——

Mr. LEXNON:
laughter.

‘Hon.J.G. Appel.
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The HOME SECRETARY : They are the
men who horse them, and provxde them with
board and lodging when they visit the West.

OprosITioN MEMBERS : Question! and other
interjeciions.

"The SPEAXKER : Order, order !
The HOME SECRETARY: I am quite

satisfied that there are hon. members sitting on
the benches opposite who are not aware That
such things take place,

Mr., WINSTANLEY :
covered it.

The HOME SECRETARY : I only dis-
covered it on that visit, and I think it my duty
to make it public.

Mr. Kerr: The Minister in charge of the
police should stop it.

The HOME SECRETARY : Those are the
conditions. The hon. member knows very well
that under the Licensing Bill it is impossible to
stop licenses being granted to premises of that
class. He is an ex-Cabinet Minister, and he only
makes the interjection for the purpose of casting
a reflection upon the Government which has con-
51stently endeavoured to do its duty so far as
carrymo out the provisions of the liquor laws of
this State are concerned.

Mr. LENNON interjected,

The SPEAKXR : Order, order!
Mr. LENNON continued to interject,

The SPEAKER : Order, order! I hope the
hon. member is not going to persist in disregard-
ing a call from the Chair. T pointed to the hon.
member, and c.lled him to order, and yet he
persisted in his interjection. The hon. member
knows perfectly well that conduct of that kind is
unworthy of a member of Parliament.

Mr. LExNoN: Mr. Speaker, excuse me, bub
you did not call me to order hefore.

The HOME SECRETARY : T am endeavour-
ing to show to this House, aud through this
House to the electors who are unaware of these
things, what the conditions of the West are.
The matter was brought up by the hon. member
for Bulleo, who preceded me, and what I say is
this: If it were not for the fact that the men
who, during the ssason, make gouod wages—
would enable them to enter into some occupation
more remunerative and tide thewmn over that period
between the two seasons—if it was not for the
fact that their money is practically spent under
the conditions I have named, we would not hear
of men having to walk about in the Western
portions of the State.

Mr. BowmanN: I think there is a great deal
more sobriety in the West to-day than there
was years ago.

The HOME SECRETARY : I have no
doubt about it, because the 1.\1mber of men one
meets at the present day in the condition I have
mentioned is comparatively small.

Mr. Bowman: It is fast disappearing.
The HOME SECRETARY : As the condi-

tions disappear, sv undoubtedly will disappear
the number of men who, in the off period—having
spent their money ia the w ay I mentioned—are
compelled to walk about from one station to
another begging food to carry them on. I was
told that I would be met practically at every
place in the West by deputations from men who
had no work and were unable to obtain work, I
put this question at diff srent places that I visited,
and was told that a deputation would meet me,
first at Thargomindah, secondly at Charleville.

You have only just dis-
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A deputation dxd meet me at Cunnamulla just a
few moments before the departure of the train
in which I was returning to Brisbane. The
clerk who accompanied me, and who was taking
notes for me, counted the number who were on
the platform in the deputation. He counted
twenty.

Mr. Bowmax : Oh, bunkum !

The HOME SECRETARY: He counted
twenty ; I counted fifteen. However, I do not
propose to rely upon what I thought I had
seen. I was determined to get at the bottom of
this, and I wrote to Mr. Dorsey, the acting
clerk of petty sessions, who has charge of the
Labour Bureau at Cunm.mulla to report, and
this is his report——

Your telegram of 19th inst., wherein you require me
to report ou the umemployad in this district, and,
secondly, as to whether members of the deputation
which met the Minister for Works when here recently,
were bona fide unemployed, is duly to hand.

To gain what may be coansidered as reliable an in-
sight into the question of unemployment in the Cunna-
mulla Qistrict as possible, I referred to the following
various sources :—

1. To my ILabour Bureau register, and I find there
has not been one single application in answer to the
large posters exhibited at this office, and also at the
railway station, requesting those seeking work co apply
to mne.

2. I have consulted Mr G. H. Beardmore, of Messrs.
Story and Co., who do business as agents for a great
nuimber of the pastoralists here, and he (Mr. Beardmore}
informs me that only within the last few weeks have
any applications been made to him by station workers
for employment, the numbers and vocations of whom
were about twelve to fifteen rouseaboits, and some four
fencers.

Mr. Woons : What were the wages ?
The SPEAKER : Order, order!

The HOME SECRETARY : That is not the
question at the present time. I am just quoting
the report which I received. The report goes
on—

Ilearn the first-named class of men were men who
had recently knocked down their cheques, which they
had earned at various woolskeds, and the balance were
men of a nomadic character, who had arrived from New
Souih Wales, vie Bourke.

The men whom 3Mr. Beardmore denominated as
fencers were the only real residents of the districts, and
only within the last week have the latter given any
evidence of want of employment.

3. The next source I applied to was the sergeant of
police here, and he, after referring to his books, informs
me that during the last twelve wonths the number of
rations issued by the police to travellers who have
applied, and those camped in the vieinity of the
town, have been twenty-four; and {for the first
(uarter of the present yeur only four persons have
come to bim for orders for rations. This, in face of the
fact that it 1s perfectly well known to working men
travelling looking for work that, when they are with-
out means, they simply have to apply to the police,
and they will then obtain an order on one of the store-
keepers, when their wants will be attended to, will, 1
think it will be considered, -go far to disprove the
statement of there heing unemployed in this district to
any marked degree, if at all. As to tbe so-cilled
deputation that waited on the Minister for Works,
the police Lave kindly asxisted me as to the bong
Jides of the persons who composed the deputation
and, after their making inguiries, they tell s+ that
they have ascertained that there were about twenty
men who spoke to thie Minister. The spokesman of the
party wasa man named Quirk, who had been working on
several of the pastoral properties recently, and another
was a wan who had been convieted several times
during the last six months for obscene language and
disorderly conduct, and others were traveilers from
Bourke and other towns in New South Wales.

Trusting you will consider this report sufficient.

Mr. Bowian : You will never get a job at
counting sheep if you say there were only twenty
men on that platform.
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The HOME SECRETARY : Now, that re-
port practically embodies the whole of my
own observations in  Western Queensland,
which are these—that if a man is prepared and
willing to work, the work is there for him, If
those men who, for a portion of the
year, are walking about in a state of
unemployment, could be kept from
the curse of the worker—the drink—their posi-
tion would be soimproved that during the period
which exists between the seasons they would be
in a position, with what they have earned, to
live comfortably and improve their condition.

Mr. CoyNE: Do you think a man with £1 a

week can keep a family and spend money in
drink ?

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber interjects concernmg a man with £1 a week.
My experience in the West is that it is impossible
to obtain the services of a man for £1 a week.

Mr. CoyNE: What about the indented imimi-
grants?

The HOME SECRETARY : The indented
immigrants are receiving a certain rate of pay
for a certain time, in accordance with the average
rate of wages paid in the district and sanctioned
by the Commonwealth. During that time they
are obtaining the necessary experience of colonial
life, with which, if they take advantage of it,
they will be able to obtain top wages at the end
of the agreement. That is the position from my
own observation of the conditions in the West,
and I am very glad to have had the opportunity
afforded me of giving the information which I
obtained to this House, and through this House
to the electors of Queens]and who are not
acquainted with the state of affairs which exists
in the great Western portion of our State—that.
portion which has so many possibilities before it.

Mr. Covxne: I will give yon my version later
on.

The HOME SECRETARY : I am sorry to
have occupied so much time in replying to the
remarks which fell from the hon. member for
Pulloo, but there is a certain matter which he
mentioned that in my opinion had to be replied
to, and I am very glad the opportunity was
afforded to me of giving the House some of the
experiences which I gained from my visit to the
West. Now,there is only one other matter that
T wish to mention in conuection with the remarks
which fell from the hon, member, and that is in
relation to the conditions under which land
may be procured. It is as well that the electors
of this State should know that, so far as the
pastoral lessees are concerned, bheir rents are
decided by the Land Court, an authority over
which no Minister has any control—a court
which has been placed above the authority of
any Ministry. Thecourt has the power, whether
the administrative head thinks the rent sufficient
or not, to fix the rents for pastoral holdings. 1
quite agree that it is a position which should not
exist, but it does exist.

The SrcrurarY ror PrBLic Laxps:
leases exist.

The HOME SECRETARY : That is the
trouble.

Mr. Bowaan : And the anomalies exist, out of
all proportion.

The HOME SECRETARY : Thatis so. I
venture to say that if the matter were in the hands.
of my colleague, the Minister for Lands, a very
much larger amount would have to be paid by
pastoral lessees than they pay at the present
time. However, that is a matter which rests with:
the House to consider—whether an authority
shall continue, which—over the head of the

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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administrative branch, and over the head of the
Government of the State—is authorised to fix
rates that undoubtedly in many instances are
lower thun they should be in the interests of
the peop's of the State.

Mr. CoyNE: The law has fixed the power of
the Land Court.

The HOME SECRETARY : So far as the
tender system is concerned, I confess that I
think it 1s an admirable one. It is a far better
one than the ballot system. Possibly something
might be devised—I do not know that it hasbeen
yet—whereby a better system than either the
ballot system or the tender system might be
evolved. But where a man is prepared to pay
down a certain amount, because he is determined
to get a certain piece of land over the head of
other men, I do not see that he deserves any
relief when, after having obtained it, he comes
crying for a reduction of the rent.

Mr. Bownman: Don’t you think a man with a
long purse has an advantage over a man with a
small one ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Unfortunately,
that is the condition of society, and I venture to
say that we will be very grey before we can
improve it.

Mr. Coyse: You could abolish the tender
system.

The HOME SECRETARY : Hon., members
must recollect that the man who is prepared to
reside upon the grazing selection gets priority.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : At the
lower rent. If the homesteader tenders id.,
and the grazing farmer 3d., the homesteader gets
it.

The HOME SECRETARY : It is in the
hands of the man who wished to get the selection.
‘With the man who is not prepared to do that,
but in his anxiety to obtain a certain piece of
land is prepared to make a high bid, I have no
consideration. Why should we bave? As the
leader of the Opposition observes, it is the man
with the long purse who is invariably not pre-
pared to reside on the selection, and I do not see
why, either from this side or from that side of
the House, he should receive any consideration.
However, that is the position as it exists at the
present time.

The PrREMIER : The man who is prepared to
reside has the advantage.

Mr. CoyNE : He gets a dummy to resideon it.
The HOME SECRETARY : He cannot get

a dummy to reside on it, and should not be per-
mitted to do so. If he puts a dummy on the
land, the selection should be forfeited, because
the man who bond fide is prepared to reside on
the land, and thereby gets it above all others,
should certainly be considered, and any Govern-
ment who insists upon that should receive the
support of both sides of the House. We should
insist that the selector carries out the condition
of residence on the piece of land for which he has
received priority. Now, I have endeavoured to
deal with every matter mentioned by the hon.
member for Bulloo, who preceded me, In
connection with the Maryvale land, as my
colleague, the Secretary for Public Lands, has
already spoken, I may point out this: It is
only a fair thing that where the State re-
purchased land for the purpose of close settle-
ment, they should be recouped the  cost of
the repurchase. I venture to say that in no
other State of the Commonwealth nor in the
Dominion of New Zealand is it possible to
obtain land of the quality that is obtainable in
the State of Queensland for the small amount of
money and favourable conditions of payment
that exist here. I challenge any member of this

Hon.J.G. Appel.
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House to show that in any other State the con-
ditions are better for the acquirement of the
Crown lands of the State or the lands that have
been repurchased for the purpose of closer settle-
ment.

Myr. Bowsax: The Liand Monopoly Tax Bill,
which was introduced by the Premier in 1905,
would have had a much more beneficial effect in
giving cheap land than the repurchasing of
estates.

The HOME SECRETARY : In reply to the
interjection of the leader of the Opposition, I
coufess that there is a great deal in that Land
Monopoly Tax Bill, and T am glad that the hon.
member has given credit to the Premier for the
introduction of that measure.

Mr. Bowmav: And also a certain amount of
discredit, because he would not put it through
the House.

The HOME SECRETARY : No man could
have fought more for those two measures which
were introduced than did the Prewier during the
time that he endeavoured to make them law.

The PreMIER: Unfortunately the Labour
party had not got enough sense.

Mr. MaxN: You were not game to go on with
it, as we could have passed it.

The HOME SECRETARY : It is all very
well for the hon. gentleman to be wise after the
event. I once morethank the leader of the Oppo-

.sition for the credit which he has given to the

Premier for attempting to bring in a measure
which T say myself was a measure which
deserved the most favourable consideration in
connection with the lands of this State.

Mr. Bowaax: It is a pity you did not put it
on your programme in the Lieutenant-Governor’s
Speech.

The PREMIER:
make ?

Mr, Bowsan : You know what difference it
would make.

Mr. Many: The Secretary for Lands was
against the Land Monopoly Tax Bill.

The SPEAKER : Order, order!

The HOME SECRETARY : I hope T have
not wearied wembers of this House with devot-
ing so much time in discussing that portion of
Queensland which is called ““the Balloo,” but to
myself it was a most interesting portion of the
State. The problems there were so interesting,
and the conditions were so interesting, that L
believe those electors of Queensland who read the
pages of Hansard—and I belisve a considerable
number of th:m do so—will receive information
of which they were heretofors not aware, In
connection with the speech of the leader of the
Opposition in support of the motion of want of
confidence, I must confess that on the strength of
it, and on the forcefulness of it, I cannot compli-
ment him. I must confess that, accustowed as
I have been to hear him discourse upon political
matters, he was positively weak upon this par-
ticular occasion., But while I cannot compliment
him in connection with that, I must confess that
I feel impelled to compliment him upon his
moderation.

GovERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear !

Mr. Bowuax : Gond old moderation.

The HOME SECRETARY: Good old

moderation, as the hon. member ocbserves.
(Laughter.) The moderation of the hon, gentle-
man’s speech, and the absence of vilification
from it, I think conclusively proved that he
realises the importance and dignity of the
position which he holds as leader of the Consti-
tutional Opposition.
GoverxMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

What difference would that
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Mr. Maxx : Good old word “‘ constitutional.”

The HOME SECRETARY : In his address
by which he supported the contention that this
Government had not the confidence of the
House, and consequently the country, he did
not in any way indicate a policy which was
superior to the progressive and democratic policy
which has been placed in the Address by this
Government.

Mr, Bowman: We will give your our policy
when we get there.

Mr., MANN interjected.

The HOME SECRETARY : Ido not wish to
be personal with the hon. member for Cairns,
but I must confess that, if he continues his
sen«eless interjections, T will probably have
to say something I won’t like and he won’t like.
The leader of the Opponsition, in his speech, did
not show that there had been any faults in the
administration of the different departments by
the present Government. He did not show that
in the administration there had been any laxity
on the part of the present Administration. Nor
did he show or indicate in any way that in the
administration of that legislation which had been
claimed by the Labour party as being their
special production

Mr. BowMaN: And rightly so.

The HOMESECRETARY : Althoughcarried
into law by the head of this Government—he did
not show that in the administration of that legis-
lation, which ounly came into force a few months
ago, there had been any failure to carry ont the
democratic spirit which ran through it, and with-
out which it would not have been a success. Of
course the natural assumption is that the colour-
lessness of that speech was a matter of indiffer-
ence, because I think we may fairly assume that
whatever argument this Government brought for-
ward, whatever their administration had heen,
however democratic the legislation was—had it
even been socialistic—whatever their administra-
tion was, still, asit wasnot in the programme of the
leader of the Opposition, and 2s it was not in the
administration of the leader of the Opposition,
that in itself made it bad, and the Government
who brought down that programme was un-
worthy of the confidence of the people.

Mr. BowMaN: We judge you by your past.
The HOME SECRETARY : I suppose that

was the reason why the hon. gentleman did not
consider it necessary to make his speech such a
speech as would in itself have convinced this
House and the electors of the State that his
proposition was a correct one,

Mr. Coy~E: The guilt of the Government was
too obvious.

The HOME SECRETARY : There is the
hon, member for Warrego again. (Laughter.)
I include the hon. genrleman—and he may
assume that benceforth—T include him with the
party with which he now sits.

Mr. KERR interjected.

The HOME SECRETARY: There is the
hon. member for Barcoo again. I suppose as
he sits there and contemplates the Treasury
benches, of which he was such an orpament, he
misses them, and he likes his little voice to be
heard occasionally.

Mr. BowyaN: Your chief thought he was an
ornament.

The HOME SECRETARY : I have already
asked theindulgence of hon. members on account
of having a cold. I would like to reply to every
interjection, and I can only ask hon. members
to interject sufficiently loudly for me to hear
what they say.

[22 Joiv.]
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The SPEAKER: Order! I hope the hon.
member will refrain from making an invitation
of that kind. It is clearly my duty, according
to our Standing Orders and the practice of Par-
liament, to do everything in my power to dis-
countenance interjections ; and I hope the House
will support me in doing so.

HoxouvraBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY : Let us contrast
for a moment the platform which the leader of
the Opposition represents with the policy placed
before the country by the present Administra-
tion. Aud in that vespect I am very glad that
so distinguished a member—I do not say it in a
tone of sarcasm—so intellectual a member of the
party as the hon. member for Clermont—gave us
such a clear exposition of the platform and the
objective of the Socinlistic party., It reminded
me in a senss—I think it was Macaulay who
spuke of it—of a certain manifesto issued by the
Pretender, who, after being driven from the
throne of Great Britain, was anxious to get back
again, He is«ued a certain manifesto

Mr. MAXN interjected.

The HOME SECRETARY : I hope that in
bringing this knowledge to the hon. member for
Cairns he will endeavour to think. The Pre-
tender issued different manifestoes; but there
was one—I believe it was the last one—which
was of such a character that the party on the
osher side considered it good enough to print it
and circulate it as showing the strength of their
position, And I venture to say that the speech
of the hon. member for Clesmont, defining
clearly as it does the platform, the objective, and
the method by which that objective way be
reached, is the best answer that we on this
side of the House can give to the -socialistic
doctrines which hon. gentlemen opposite would
like to see become law 1n the State of Queensland.

Mr, CoyNg: In what way?

The HOME SECRETARY : In the way of
carrying it iuto effect., And what is the mean-
ing of arriving at that objective? The hon.
gentleman clearly defined the position of the
party opposite, which was that it was a class
party.

Mr. Ligsixa: A first-class party !

The HOME SECRETARY : In deference to
the hon. member, wa will call it a first-class
party.

Mr. LEsING : And as a consequence the party
over there is the second-class party. (Opposition
laughter.)

The HOME SECRETARY : I may assume
that the hon. gentleman implies that it is the
dress circle, (Grovernment langhter.) T did not
understand the Premier the other night when he
spoke of addressing the dress circle. I under-
stand it now, and I apologise to the Premier for
misunderstanding him. The hon. member for
Clermont informs us that the party opposite is
the first-class party, and cowvsequently it is the
dress circle party in this House. (Laughter.)
That party, accordirg to the hon. member for
Clermont, has for its object legislation for one
particular party ; and it is also its object that
that particular party shall have the government,
the legislation for, and the administration of,
all the partiesin the State. Wehave that clearly
indicated and defined as the policy of those
hon. members who sit on that side of the House
who have signed the platform, and those of
them who are supporting and are prepared
tosupport the party and their platform. Now
we have the position clear. As the hon.
member stated, the first-class party are pre-
pared to assist those hon. members who are

Hon. J. Q. Appel.)




374 Address in Reply.

sitting on the cross benches, as they decide, I
assume, to occupy the Treasury benches wholly
and solely, but on the condition that in black
and white there is an agreement that they carry
out the policy of the Socialistic party, It iswell
that this Honse, and, through this House, the
electors of the State, should clearly realise the
position of the gentlemen sitting on the Opposi-
tion benches, and of th: gentlemen who are
sitting on the Opposition cross benches, I
assume that the gentlemen sitting on those
benches ure honest ; and if they continue to
sit there they will acquiesce in the proposi-
tion advanced by the hon. mwember for Cler-
mont. Furthermore, we are informed that
should the leader of the T.abour party, in the
event of the vote being adverse to this side of
the House—in the event of that hon. gentleman
accepting a Commission to form a Government,
his party will hold a wajority of the portfolios in
that Government.

Mr, BowMAK : Who informed you that?
The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-

ber for Clermont.

Mr. LesiNa: I did not say that. I said our
constitution provides that we will enter into no
alliance unless we have a majority of the port-
folios.

The HOME SECRETARY : Well, I assume
that the hon. members will carry out their con-
stitution. I assume that they are honest.

Mr. Lesixa: If we do not, the organisations
will call us to account.
The PREMIER: It is purely an assumption.
The HOME SECRETARY : I am not going
to say anything about that ; but I am willing to
assume that the hon. members are honest, and
that they will carry out their con-
[7.30 p.m.] stitation, which provides that they
must hold a majority of the port-
folios in any Administration formed by the
leader nf the Oppo-«ition. That being =o, it fol-
lows also that all members sitting on that side
will suppore them.
Mr, Kunxa: State socialists.

The HOME SECRETARY : T have several
hon. members to deal with, but I am quite pre-
pared to deal with that hon. member, too, if he
wishes me to do 0. This is an imp:rtant matter,
and it should be debated in all seriousness. From
my point of view—whether that point of view be
right or wrong—it is important because it marks
out the line of demarcation which exists in this
House and in the country between hon, members
sitting on that side and hon. members who
occupy seats on these benches. It is right that
the electors of the State should have the position
clearly defined to them—that, following out the
constitulion of the party opposite, however a
Government may be formed by the leader of the
Oppesition, their objective must be carried out
by all members opposite, whether they are in
that Administration or whether they are support-
ing that Adwinistration. i

Mr. KExNA: What are you trying to prove?

The SPEAKER : Order, order !

The HOME SECRETARY: I am siwply
endeavouring to prove—and I am very sorry if
hon. mewbers are too dense to understand
me—

The SPEAKER : T hops the hon, member
will not notice interjections, but will continue
the course of his argument,

The HOME SECRETARY : My misfortune
is that I only hear part of the interjectirns
owing to my temporary infirmity. I think itis
only right that the position should be clearly
defined, and that hon. members sitting on that
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side of the House, who are either supported
by the Socialist party or take part with the
Socialist party in the formation of an Adminis-
tration, if the constitution of the Socialist party
is carried out, are bound to carry out that legis-
lation and that administration which malkes
freehold property impossible by the imposition
of a land tax—that they will impose such a land
tax as practically to deprive the pres-nt owners
of land of the whole of their interest and title in
their land. I am taking the course which the
de facto party in England teok with respect to
the last mamfesto issued by the Pretender, and
I think that is the best, the fairest, and the most
intellectnal way of placing the position of the
leader of the Opposition and the party opposite
before the electors of the State of Queensland.

Mr. BowMmAN: The electors of Quecnsland
would like your definition of a State socialist.

The HOME SECRETARY : T am quite pre-
pared to give my definition of a State socialist,
and I projose to do so before I sit down, be-
cause it appears that a number of hon. members
in this House do not know the distinetion that
exists between a socialist and a State socialist.
We have been told t-at the objective of the
Labour pariy is the nationalisation of all the
means of production and the sources of wealth.

Mr. Bowman: By what means?

The HOME SECRETARY : By means of a
land tax, in the first instance.
Mr, Bowsan : You don’t know the objective.

The HOME SECRETARY : It was clearly
admitted by the hon, menber for Clermont that
the first step in bringing about the objective was
the imposition of a land tax.

Mr. LesiNa @ A land value tax.

The BOMYE SECRETARY : T trust hon.
members are not going to recede from the posi-
tion they have taken up, because they represent
the one party whose objective has been so clearly
defined.  FEvery member who has spoken on
that side has practically claimed to represent
the men who are not employers—the men who
depend upon the wages which they earn for their
daily sustenance; and the aim of hon. members
opposite is to get at the men who have risen
to become the employers of labour and the
owners of freehold land in the State however
small their holdings may be.

Mr. LEsiNa: We want to tax monopnlists.

The HOME SECRETARY : It ix all very
well for hon. members, who fear, when the
position is clearly defined for the electors——

Mr. BarBERr: They knew it years ago.

The HOME SECRETARY : I am not allud-
ing to hon. members oppoesite, because they are
honest. As the leader of the Opposition knows,
I have never hesitated to say that I have no
feund with the Labour party, because they are
honest, They s*ate plainly, ¢ We are socialists.
We propose to take from the man that has what
he has.”

Mr. LEsINA : We do not.

The BOME SECRETARY : My understand-
ing may not be clear at all times; but, so far as
I can learn, their proposition iz, by a land value
tax, to deprive the owners of freehold land of
that land.

Mr. Lesisa : No—of the value of that land.

The HOME SECRETARY : Surely that is a
distinction without a differcnce.

Mr. LEsinA : They have no right to the value
—the community makes it.

The HOME SECRETARY : I am thankful
to the hon, member for assisting me. They
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‘propose to take away the value. T wouldbe glad
‘to know what is the value of the land to the man
who has sweated for it.

Mr., Bowyax : Its producing capacity.

The HOME SECRETARY : What is the
value of the land to him, if the value of the land
is taxed from him ?

Mr. BARBER: Its use purposes.
The HOME SECRETARY: What is its

value to him when he hasto pay a larger amount
than he would have to pay under any other con-
ditions? I venture to say that all those who are
interested in freehold land, however small their
holdings may be, will fail to see the subtle dis-
tinction which has been drawn by hon. members
opposite. However, as I was observing, I have
no quarrel with hon. members opposite. It is
their business, if they are honest, to carry out
the purpose for which they were placed in the
positions they now occupy. And if they can
gain and hold the governnient of the State, I
have nothing to sav against their doing so,
‘because then they will represent the majority of
the people of the State, and, as we all know, the
majority must rule under any and all condi-
tions. But let us make clear the position of
those hon. members who apparently do not like
the people of the State to know the policy
they are prepared to support, provided they
<an gain something they have not got already.
That is the whole position, and all’ I desire is
to make clear the line of demarcation which
exists between the party on this side of the
House and the party on the other side of the
House. I do not know by what name they
should be called, but it has bzen sugzested to
me that they might he called *“the dependent
party,” after the clear and explicit state-
ment which has been made by the hon. member
for Clermont as to the position that the party of
which he is a member intend to take up, and
have embodied in black and white, should they
be able to control the government of this Ssate.
Hvery member of the Labour party has been
perfectly honest so far as the advocacy of a land
tax is concerned.

Mr. Lesixa : We have never hidden our hand.
The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-

ber exactly expresses my opinion of the party—
they have never hidden their hand. They come
out and fight in the open. We know their objec-
tive, and we know the reasons for their ubjeclive,
and, alrthough we muy nos agree with them, we
can atleast respect them for their honesty, We,
on this side of the House, have endeavoured to
put forward an equally honest policy.
Mr. KENXA :

honesty, though.

The SPEAKER : Order!

The BOME SECRETARY : I must confess
that, while I have no objection to a certain class
of interjections, I do not eonsider an interjection
such as that which has come from the hon., mem-
ber for Bowen worthy of reply, becuuse I feel
satisfled that the hon. member knew that he
stated what in his heart he did not believe to he
a fact. We on our side of the House have
endeavoured to make our policy as clear and
definite as the policy of hou. members who ave
sitting immediately opposite to us. We have
endeavoured to make 1t abundantly clear that
we are not in favour of the policy which they
advocate. Hon. members oppo-ite have Leen
honest encugh to say that they ave oppesed to an
immigration scheme whereby this country may
be populated by white people.

Mr. Bowyman: We have not said that at all,

hey cannot respect you for your
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The HOME SECRETARY: They have
been honest evough to endeavour to cut down
the appropriation proposed by the Government
for the purpose of carrying out their immigra-
tion scheme. They have been honest in that.
Mr, MANN : That is more than you have been,

The SPEAKER: Order!

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber is probably thiuking of those poor coloured
men whose blood, he said, ¢r admitted, had
fertilised the ground in his own district.

My, MaNN: Didn’s you find employment for
them ?

The HOME SECRETARY : No.
Mr, Manx : Well, your wife.
The SPEAKER: Order!

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber knows that the interjection which he has
just made is not true. The hon. member knows
that no member of my family was ever found
employing kanakas or other coloured men, and
the hon. member who prompted the interjection
also knows that it was not correct.

Mr. KenxNa: What was 167
The SPEAKER : Order!

The HOME SECRETARY : We know that
the policy which must bind those hon. members
who are associated with the Socialist party, but
who have not signed the platform, is a policy
which will restrict the immigration policy which
we propose, and which we consider is absolutely
necessary for the advancement and development
of this great State, 1t is all very well for those
hon. members to talk abiut bringing thousands
of immigrants into this State every week, but
they will be unable to do it. If they are not
deceiving themselves in this matter, they are at
least endeavouring to deceive the elestors of the
Srate, because under the conditions by which
they ave striving to obtain possession of the
administration of the affairs of the State, they
are as much bound by the platform of the Labour
party as the Liabour party themselves, while the
Liabour party continue to be in a majority on
that side of the Hou<e. They are bound, as the
hon. member for Clermont | as clearly put it, to
observe every plank in the platform of the Socia-
list party.

Mr. KeEx~Na: Does that not apply on that side,
too?

The HOME SECRETARY : Those hon.
members prate of what they will do—**they”
will do—but they have got to reckon with the
maxters—I use the word 1n the sense in which it
was used in the observations of the hon. member
for Clermont—they have got to reckon with the
masters who held the reins avd apply the whip.

Mr. LEsINa: And your masters.

The HOME SECRETARY : Weundoubtedly
have to look to our masters just as much as mem-
bers of the Socizlist party look to their masters,
and are pound to obey our masters. We are
bound to obey the masters who sent us here for
the purpose of carrying out the policy which we
have placed before this House and the people of
the State. A great deal has been said about the
reasons why certain hon. members left this side
of the House, and are now seated on the other
side. In whatever remarks 1 make on this
mstter 1 desire to say nothing of a personal
nature or character, But oft-times it is neces-
sary that a speaker should say something which
may grate on and hurt the feelings of hon. mem-
bers who are sitting opposite to him. I can only
ask hon. members on this occasion to believe that
whatever I may say will be said with regret.

Hon. J. G. Appel.]
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I do not intend to indulge in ancient history—to
speak of events that tocok place montbs ago, aye,
years ago, or events that took placeon a former
occasion when an attempt was made to form a
union of the two parties who subrequently
formed a union. I only propose to speak of what
is within my own knowledge—of the reasons and
the causes for the union.  And, without desiring
to be personal, T may say this concerning myself :
that on both occasions when I was before my
electors I clearly laid down to them that the
only thing that was possible, from my point of
view, to make for the progress and advance-
ment of the State was a union of the two
parties who were not extremists, and who yet
held progressive demccratic views. I took that
position up when I was opposed by the can-
didate who had lLeen placed to contest the
election with me by the present leader of
the Government of which I am 2 memter,
And, furthermore, I might mention this, be-
cauwse it will crop up again: On every occasion
1 told my electors that, so far as a Trade Dis-
putes Bill was concerned, I was prepared to give
a Bill of that description my support, I clearly
explained the object and purport of a Trade Dis-
putes Bill, and to-day I say the same thing.
My electors are aware that I advoeated it, and
they placed me here for the purpose of endea-
vouring to get a Trade Disputes Bill placed on
the statute-book.

Mr, LEsiva : Members on the Government
cross benches object to that.

The HOME SECRETARY : I mention this
incidentally in reference to what tock place so
far as I was concerned prior to the union which
took place between the two parties who are now
sitting, with a few exceptions, on thisside of the
House. I had the pleasure of visiting the
Northern parts of the State, and during that
visit had the opportunity of speaking in public
on three occasions, when I, 1 common with
other hon. members, who are not sitting with
us now—being at that time the only member of
the Opposition party present with the Govern-
ment party—1 advocated a union of the two
parties, which would make for the advauce-
ment and progress of the State. At the joins
meeting of the two parties, which was held after
the individual parties had decided that the union
was necessary, with one exception, and that only
in connection with one portion of the programme,
every member of that united party decided to
support every item of what is known as the
““ Rockhampton Programme” which had not up
to that time become the law of the State, The
one exception was the hon. member for F'assifern,
and the one portion was the Trade Disputes
Bill.  The hon. member said at that meeting
that he was prepared to support all the items in
the Rockhampton programme, with that one
exception. -

Mr. LesiNa: He is the only member in the
House who objects to a Trade Disputes Bill.

The HOME SECRETARY : What is the
position of that hon. member? T speak of that
hon. wember with the greatest regret, because
he is a man with whom 1 have been on terms of
personal friendship—a man whose abilities I
admire, a forceful man—yet to-day he is pre-
pared, without apparent reason, to support that
party whose principal planks are a Trade Dis-
putes Bill and a measure for taxation of land
values,

Mr. Lesina: The hon. member advocated
that when he was first returned as a member for
the Wide Bay electorate,

The HOME SECRETARY : It is with re-
gret that I have to do it, but I think it is

[Hon.J. G. Appel.
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only just that we, who consider we are represent-
ing a certain policy, shoald make clear, not
alone our policy, but should make known to
the constituents of hon. menbers the policy of
the party opposite, and what the support of
that policy by men who were returned by those
who do not believe in that objective, means.
That 1s the position. I regret to say, for some
unfathomable reason—I am not going to cast any
reflections upon hon. members by saying that it
was not a matter, so far as their politics and
policy was concerned, whether they received a
portfolio or not.

Mr, Lesiva : Do you think the hon. member
for Fassifern would support a Trade Disputes
Bill if he got a portfolio?

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber for Clermont has put a very difficult pro-
position to me.  However, the position to-day is
this: That although he is not prepared to sup-
port a Trade Disputes Bill, which is in the
programme of this party, yet he is prepared to
support the programme of a party on the other
side which includes, not alone a Trade Disputes
Bill, and, I venture to say, one that would make
a Trade Dispates Bill on the lines of the
English one blush; he is prepared to support
that party which is pledged to bring in such a
Trade Disputes Bill, and then, as a primary
object ou obtaining power, the imposition of a
tax upon land values.

My, Bowman: Are you prepared to introduce
a Bill on the lines of the English Act?

The HOME SECRETARY: I may say,
without disclosing any Cabinet secrets, that the
Trade Disputes Bill of this party will be founded
on the English Act. (Opposition laughter.) It
is all very well for hon. members on the other
side to lzugh. They may not be in earnest, and
unfortunately earnest men in this State have
been compelled to come to the conclusion that
many hon. members now sitting in a certain
portion of the House are not in earnest. HQW-
ever, I am in earnest, and I have no hesitation
in saying that, so far as that particular measure
is concerned, I intend to give it my support.

Mr. Bowmax: And bring it up to date?

The HOME SECRETARY: Bring it right
up to date. I simply wish to make clear the
position that is occupied by those

[8 p.m.] gentiemen who were members of
this party, and yet to-day are

prepared to wreck that party which they
endeavoured and strove to build up — which
they endeavoured to bring into life. Now,
so far as the senior member for Ipswich is
concerned, there is no doubt as to the posi-
tion he has taken up—it is clear and definite.
In counnection with the hon. member for Fassi-
ferr, the position is not clear; we cannot under-
stand it. The electors of the State cavnot under-
stand it, I venture to say that his own electors
—and there are many of them small men, with
little 40 and 80 acre scrub sclections, which they
have won by the sweat of theirbrows, the strength
of their arms, and the stoutness of their hearts—
when they hear of the position he occupies as
their member, are they prepared for a policy such
as he is bound to support? Ican only say that I
believe that their feeling will be one of regret——

Mr. Brarr : Not at all,

The HOME SECRETARY : One of regret as
to the position that their representative has
taken up. Now, returning to the position of the
senior member for Ipswich, he has made his
position abundantly plain and clear, and I must
say that I respect him for having done so. But
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it is just as well that, in addition to what he has
said of the reasons which induced him to take
the action which he has done, members of this
party should also make the position clear to
the electors whom they represent. Now, we
find that the hon. gentleman did all that he could
to bring about the union. Fe has told us, in
connection with a certain alleged constitutional
offence, that he knew that the cry and the posi-
tion taken up by the party to which he belonged
was a bogus vne.

Mr. Brair: In my opinion, yes.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yet he stood
by that party, he fought for that party, Why,
he came down in my own electorate, and at
Southport he eulogised the Premier, and advised
my electors to place in this House as their
representative a member who would support the
policy of the Premier.. That was the policy
which he himself supported, and strove to con-
vince my electors at Southport was the only
one which made for the advancement, develop-
ment, and benefit of the people of the State,

Mr. Brair : T was a colleague of the Premier
at that time.

The HOME SECRETARY ; T am quite will-
ing to qunte what the hon. member has said.
I am endeavouring to give as near as can be
what he said.

Mr. Brair: Quote it.
The HOME SECRETARY : My regret in

connection with the hon gentleman is this—I
believe that he cannot be happy in it.

Mr. Brair: Cheer up !
The HOME SECRETARY: You, Mr,

Speaker, are aware how at the time he was re-
garded as themost amiable member of this House,
(Hear, hear!) In fact, I dare say if the hon.
member for Herbert was describing him he would
have referred to him as the amiable curled darling
of society. (Laughter.) Really, he was a most
amiable man.

Mr. Brarr : T hope he has not lost the quality.
The HOME SECRETARY : I daresay hon.

members will remember how the hon, member
lectured them. He said, speaking in the House
on the 21st June, 1904—

I am one of those who believe that nothing is gained
by personal attack. I believe the cause of those who
adopt methods of that kind is considerably weakened.
It proves conclusively that the canse which has to rely
upon m-thods of that kind, to rely on abuse—I use the
word advisedly—is clearly a bad cause.

Mr. Bratr : Do you agree with that?

The HOME SECRETARY : I do.

Mr. Brair: Then why go on with personal
abuse ?

The HOME SECRETARY : I absolutely
agree with that proposition, and I can only ven-
ture to say that, if the hon. gentleman would
think of what he has said at that time, he would
realise that his indulgence in personal attack
upon that one mwan who has stood by him~~who
was s friend-—

Mr. Braig : Stood by me !
my friend !

The HOME SECRETARY : Shows conclu-
sively that he has a very bad case indeed. The
hon, gentleman, as I say, has always been honest,
because he has claimed in this House that he was
entitled tn a great reward for his patriotic ser-
vices to his State as a member of this House and
as the Attorney-General of the Administration.

Mr. XKERrR: Throw your chest out. (Laugh
ter.)

God save me from
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The HOME SECRETARY : He has claimed
that for that five years’ service the country owes
him a great reward —the blue ribbon of his pro-
fession. That has been his aim, his goal, his
object, Now he has admitted, not alone in this
House, but before his electors, that he left his
chief, the Premier

Mr. Brair: Why?

The HOME SECRETARY : Because he says
that chief broke his pledge to him.

Mr. Brais: Exactly.

The HOME SECRETARY : Now, what was
the pledge? The pledge of a judgeship! What
does thie hon, gentleman care for the State of
Queensiand ; what did he care for the electors of
this State ?

Mr, Kexxa: Rubitin.  (Laughter.)

The HOME SECRETARY : His objective
was & judgeship, (Opposition laughter.) And
he was even prepared to take a District Court
judgeship.

Mr. Brairz: That is not so. You were chal-
lenged to produce any record at that very time,

Mr. KeNva: Give us the minutes of the
Cabinet.

Ir. MurPHY : Read section 7. (Laughter.)

The HOME SECRETARY : I have here the
Queensland  Times, Tuesday, 17th November.
(Opposition laughter.) The hon, gentleman
said~—

When Judge Mansfield died he told the Cabinet that
the proper thing to @o was to fill the vacauey.

Mr. Braig: Fill what vacancy?

The HOME SKCRETARY—

And he also urged his claims to the position in the
event of its being filled.

Mr, Brair: Read the preceding portion of
that speech. There was a vacancy on the
Supreme Court bench as that time, Thatis a
misquotation.

The HOME SECRETARY : It is all very
well for the hon. member to endeavour to get
out of the position, but what I want to know is
this: If he was not a candidate for that District
Court judgeship, why did he submit his name
when he placed the names of the candidates
before the Cabinet to decide upon ?

Mr. Brair : That is not so.

The HOME SECRETARY : That is abso-
lutely correct, and the hon. gentleman knows
that it is absolutely correct.

Mr. Bratr : You know that it is not so.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon
gentleman submitted his name with the others
for the Cabinet to select a member of the pro-
fession to fill the vacancy caused by the death of
Judge Mansfield.

Mr. Brarr: You know that that is not so.

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
gentleman admitted, as reported in this speech
delivered by him in Ipswich, that the fetich
which he placed before the electors of his native
State—

Mr. BLAIR (Ipswich): Mr. Speaker,—I vise
to a point of order. Is the Hon. the Minister in
order in repeating a statement after I have given
a denial of that statement to the House ?

The SPEAKER : I think the proper course
for the senicr member for Ipswich to follow
would be to ask permission to make a personal
explanation.

Mr. BLAIR: I do so now.

The SPEAKER: It is usual if a member
wishes to correct a statement for the hon.

Mr. Blair.]




378 Address in Reply.

member whois speaking tosit down, and then the
hon. member can rise and ask leave to make a
personal explanation.

Mr. BLAIR: With your permission T would
like to make a personal explanation. (Hear,
hear!) The Hon. the Minisser has said to this
House that I was a candidate for the District
Court judgeship, and that I sabmitted my name
with certain others to the Cabinet for that
pousition. I give that the mest emphatic denial
of which I am capable.

Mr. Kexxa : Hear, hear!

"Mr. BLAIR: I assert that there is not a
tittle—not a scintilla of truth in the statement.

Mr, KeNna: Hear, hear !

Mr. BLATR : T would like to remind hon.
members that when I spoke on this subject
before, I made exactly the same statement, and
I challenged the members who were in the
Cabinet with me to produce any record of the
statement that my name was ever submitted
for this position, or evidence of any kind.
There are members sitting on the Oppesition
side of the House with me to-night who were at
that time sitting in the Cabinet with me, and
they know that what I say is absolately true,

Mr. MaXWELL interjected,

Interjections from Opposition members.

The SPEAKER: Order, order !

Mr. MAXWELL again interjected.

Mr. BLAIR : Are you directing this matter?

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member
must address his remarks to the Chair.

Mr, BLAIR : The other point I wish to raize
is this: When the Hon. the Minister was read-
ing that quotation from the Queensland Times, I
asked him, in common fairness, 1o read the pre-
ceding portion of what I xaid, and if that is read
it wiil ‘be found that the vacancy to which I
alluded was the vacancy on the Supreme Court
bench, If he goes on further he will find that
the advice which I tendered at that time was
that, as Judge Manstield bad died, the number
of District Conrt judges having come down from
four to three, the proper thing to do was to fill
the Supreme Court vacancy, and I put in my
claim. I thank you for the permission you have
accorded me.

OrrostTioNn MeMBERS : Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY : The personal

explanation of the hon. member virtually
:fmxounted to a speech. Anyhow, I spoke of
acts.

Mr. J, M. HusTir : Your facts are not worth
much.

_The HOME SECRETARY : They must be
like your commodities, then. The hon. senior
member for Ipswich has given his explanation,
but be has not denied the fact that his fetich, his
aim, the whole object of his political existence,
was the position of a judge. And he says that
the reason of his leaving this party was hecause
the promise of a judgeship was made to him, and
had not been carried out.

Mr. KERR: There were too many lawyers in
the Cabinet.

Mr. LmsiNa: If the promise was made, it
should have been carried ocut.

The HOME SECRETARY : When the hon.
member for Ipswich was addressing his con-
stituents—1I have the quotation here, and I stand
to be corrected—the hon. gentleman said that he
was still in aecord with the Rockhampton pro-
gramwe, and was prepared to support 1t until it
was carried through and became law.

Mr. Brair : Decidedly so.

[3r. Blair.
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The HOME SECRETARY : But he says he
left his leader because that leader broke the
promise to give him that for which apparently
he had entered public life—apparently that
which was his goal, and his goal alone. Now, let
us consider the position. He was offered a
judgeship. He had the refusal of a judgeship
once; and, speaking as a member of the profession,
I can say that he had offered to him one of those
blue ribbons of the profession, a position which
any man in the profession might well be proud
to attain to—(hear, hear !)—and which a member
of that profession of the youth of the hon. gentle-
man might have still been more proud to fill.
It is, from the view of those who are in the pro-
fession, one of the proudest things that a man
can attain to—the positin of Supreme Court
judge in Queensland.

Mr. KeocH: A position to which he would
have done every justice.

Orppros1TioON MEMBERs: Hear, hear !

The HOME SECRETARY : And a position
which one of the most able men in the profession
accepted, and I venture to say that he will fill
the position with honour and credit.

Mr. Brair: Hear, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon.
gentleman had the refusal of a judgeship, but
he insisted upon a condition—and it is a most
extraordinary proposition to come from a native
Queenslander—his condition was that it should
not only be a Supreme Court judgeship bus a
Supreme Court judgeship in the metropolis of
Brisbane. It must be ajudgeship with a station
in the metropolitan city. Now, to any layman
the qualification of the location would not enter
into his mind. To the laymau it would have
been a position of Supreme Court judge, with
the station wherever the holder might be sent.
So, even accepting the proposition of the hon.
member for Ipswich, his leader carried out his
pledge in so far that he offered him the position
of that judgeship for which he had so eagerly
longed. Now, apparently the hon. gentieman
based the whole «f his animosity from that time
to the man who carried out bis promise to him.

Mr. Kgxxa: He did not.

The HOME SECRETARY : He carried out
his promise insomuch that he offered him this
high and honourable position; but because that
leader did not pass over the head of a man who
had, for nineteen years, I think, occupied a posi-
tion in the Northern part of Queensiand——

Mr, XexNa @ Hurry up and get to the point.

The HOME SECRETARY : I wish the elec-
tors of the State to clearly understand the posi-
tion. Did the hon, gentleman think his services
were so great, or of such an illustrious character,
that be was entitled not alone to a judgeship,
but to pass over the head of a man who haddone
many years service to the State in the North?

Mr, KEnyA : You'll be pulled up for tedious
repetition if you don’t get on.

The HOME SECRETARY : I dare say the
hon. member may consider it a good joke ; but to
my mind, and to the people of this State, itis a
serious matter, What is the position? We find
that the hon. gentleman, having refused this
honour, upon reflection is even willing to go to
Northern Queensland.

Mr. Bratr: That is not so.

The HOME SECRETARY : Why the hon.
gentleman should object in the first Instance to
go to the North I cannot conceive, because I can
assure the hon. gentleman, as one who has re-
sided in the North, that it is a portion of the
State that any native of the State might well
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be proud of—(hear, hear !)—and that the hon.
gentleman, as a native of Queensland, should ob-
ject to go to any portion of this Stateis, I must
confess, a matter beyond my conception.

Mr, KenNa: Would you have gone?

The HOME SECRETARY : Like a shot.
{Laughter.) The position is that the hon. gentle-
man, having repeated, was anxious after all to
gain the position, but it was too late,

Mr. KERR : Stonewalling !

The HOME SECRETARY : Let me tell you
this: What occurred in Cabinet in connection
with this matter has been made public already,
50 there is no revealing of any Cabinet secret,
We all know that even then the Premier was
only too anxious, if it was possible, that the hon.
gentleman should have obtained the position,
But even a Premier cannot cverride his colleagues
on a matter of that kind, and the members of
that Cabinet were not men who would allow
themselves to be overridden in a matter in which
they considered that justice was at stake. But
let this House and the country know that
th# Premier did all he could to obtain the
position for the hon. gentleman, and I cannot
understand why thehon. gentlemanshonld exhibit
such an amount of bitterness and spleen and
malice towards the man who gave him the
chance of occupying that high and honourable
position. We, as a Cabinet, realised that if we
did not throw over the gentleman who occupies
the position to-day, we would have to encounter
the hostility of the serior hon. member for
Tpswich. We have encountered it ; but we con-
sidered that we owed a greater duty to the people
of Queensland, We copsidered it our duty not
to throw over a gentleman of the character and
forensic ability of the present occupant, simply
in order that we inight render ourselves com-
fortable in our position as members of the
Ministry.

Mr. KexNa: You are not very comfortable
now.

The HOME SECRETARY: That is the
history of the matter of the judgeship.

Mr. KExNa : It is ancient history,

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber gave us a goed deal of ancient history the
other night. That is the history of the matter,
but we know that there are some things which
they don’t like to hear.

Mr. BLaiR: A history which is largely a lie.

The HOMYE SECRETARY : 1 consider it
my bounoen duty to state to this House, and
through this House to the country, actualiy what
took place in connection with this matter; and
to-day we have the hon. gentleman in this
position : that because his particnlar ambition
was not gratified, therefore, though he still
agrees with the programme, he is trying to cast
the party overboard—to do all he can to wreck
that party which he strove to bring into exist-
ence. And it is as well that the country should
know exactly what the ambitions and aspira-
tions of the hon. member consist of. Tt is as
well also that hon. members should know the
reason the hon. member gave for his desire
that the judge-hip should be in the metropolis.
It is a most extraordinary one, and one that
very few members of the profession, even if they
felt it, would have given voice to. It was that
he desired the judgeship to be in the metropolis,
in order that he would be able to consult his
brother judges. I am not guing to say what
suggests itself to one’s mind when a member of
the profession wants to be where be can consult
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his brother judges, but I leave it to hon. mem-
bers and to the people of the State to form their
own judgment,

Mr. Brair: The reason he wanted it was
because it was promised.

Mr. Lusiya: Do you think that Premiers
ought to promise judgeships?

The HOME SECRETARY : T confess that I
do not. But hon. mewmbers will recollect that
the senior member for Ipswich has a most in-
sinuating manner, and I think they are aware
that during the time he occupied a seat on the
Treasury bench he did not fail to insinuate
himself into the good graces of the man who
occupied the position of Premier.

Mr. Bowyan : That same man said time after
time that he would never get a judgeship. Your
chief is not to be relied on.

Mr. Bram: Hear, hear!
hypocrite all the time.

The HOME SECRETARY : It simply shows
what an insinuating manner the hon. member

for Ipswich must have when he

[8.30 p.m.] succeeded in inducing the Premier

to give him a position which the
hon. gentleman had refused to give him on a
previous oceasion. The hon, the senior member
for Ipswich, as leader of a party, gave us his pro-
gramme; and I quite admit that, as an ora-
torical effort, it was worthy of the hon, member,
who, I believe, won the prize for oratory in his
college, and I compliment him upon it.

Mr. Bratr: I regret to say that I was never
at any college.

The HOME SECRETARY : T am verysorry
if T have slandered the hon. member, but I have
heard that he was at college. The hon. mem-
ber's speech—-like most of his speeches—con-
sisted of aphorisis, innuendoes, catchy phrases,
and flowers of oratory. But was there snything
in1t? To use the expression of the hon. mem-
ber himself, was there any business in it? Ab-
solutely none ! Sift it, and what was therein
it ? Nothing! But there is one thing which I
notice the hon. member was anxious to prove
to hon, members of the Labour party, and that
was how courteous he had always been to
the members of that party. He was anxious to
assure them that he had treated them like
men. Are the members of the Labour party
political dingoes that it is a special concession
for a Cabinet Minister to treat them with the
courtesy which is due to every representative in
this House ? To use a colonial expression, the
hon. member was what the youngsters call
“zmoodging ” to the Labour party. In high-
flown phraseology the hon. member gave us his
programme ; but I venture to say that the lucid
explanation of the hon, member for Clermont—
to use a colloquial expression—knocked the
bottom out of the high-sounding programme of
the hon. member, because the programme of the
hon. member must be the programme of the
Socialistic Labour party if he expeets to receive
their asg'stance or to make use of them.

Mr. Lesiya: Ours is an excesllent programme.

The HOME SECRETARY : Undoubtedly,
from the hon. member’s point of view. Sodo I
consider thte programme and policy of this side
of the House an excellent oue, and one which
makes for the progress of the State. We have
another hon. member on the other side who, I
confess, I was rather sorry to see depart from
this side, because there is no deubt that he was
mainly instrumental, from his side of the House,
in bringing about the union which bas resulted.
He has likewise an extraordinary excuse to offer
for leaving this side of the Houase. I allude to
the senior member for Toowoomba. His reason
is that, in the first instance, he was deceived,
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and, in the second instance, because he was
afraid he would be conservatised if he continued
to sit on this side.

Mr. LrsiNa : He did the right thing in coming
over here.

The HOME SECRETARY : If he feltit, un-
doubtedly. Still it seems a singular thing that
his reasons are so extraordinary. However, we
must accept them. I am quite prepared to
admit that the hon. member was honest in doing
what he did, and my object in alluding 65 him is
to show the electors of the State the present posi-
tion of the hon, mewber, aud to show them that
he also is bound to support = Trade Disputes
Bill—I believe he was prepared to do that—
and that he must also support a tax on land
values.

Mr. LesiNa: Hear, hear ! T hopehe will. We
want it badly.

The HOME SECRETARY : We wish the
electors to understand the position clearly. The
positicn is simply this : That prior to the forma-
tion of the union which took place, the necessity
existed for the union of the democrats and pro-
gressive liberals in this State.

Mr., Harpacre: Hear, hear !—here they are,

The HOME SECRETARY: Just as the
necessity existed then, so it exists to-day, if the
democratic legislation we forecast in our pro
gramme is to be placed uponithe statute-book ; and
we trust that hon. members on the other side
will assist us in placing it there. T can only say,
in conclusion

Mr, Bowwyax: Doen’t forget you promised to
give us your definition of State socialism.

The HOME SECRETARY: Well, I have
no objection to doing that.  The hon. member
for Toowoomba spoke of what has Leen done in
Germany in the way of legisiation for the benefit
of the workers. In the Empire of Germany they
have the most advanced legislation for the benefit
of the workers. It is the object lesson in
State sccialism—how it can advance the wel-
fare of the individual nnit in the State. That
is a policy which has been made law and
carried out by one of the most Conservative
Governments which exist in Rurope. The policy
of State socialism is a policy which improves the
condition of the individual unit of society, ag
opposed to the policy of socialism which simply
makes for collectivism. The policy of State
socialism is a policy which assists the individual
in the State to make the best of his opportunities
—a policy which gives him technical education
and other education at the smallest cost, or free,
s0 as to qualify him to discharge his duty effect-
ively in his particular walk of life. Such a
policy includes wages boards, compensation, in-
surance of wages during times of non-employ-
ment. All these things are forms of State
socialism, and so is the policy which levies a tax
on dairymen for the purpose of providing funds
from which loans may be advanced for the erec-
tion of butter factories. The advancement of
money for the erection of central sugar-mills is
also a form of State socialism.

My, Joxgs : Why not assist the miner in the
same way ?

The HOME SECRETARY : If miners are
prepared to do as dairymen or sugar-growers
bave done, there is no reason why they should
not be assisted in the same way. Sugar-growers
have hypothecated or mortgaged their deeds to
the State for the purpose of obtaining money to
erect censral mills,

Mr. Joxes: But miners have no funds or land.

The HOME SECRETARY : Then why
should they be placed in the same position as
sugar-growers and dairymen? Let the miners
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submit to a levy being made upon them for the
purpose of providing a fund from which advances
can be made, then the same thing can be done
for them as has been done for dairymen and
sugar-growers,

An HoNOUuraBLE MEMBER: Are you going to
stonewall all night ?

The HOME SECRETARY : It seems to me
that some hon. members opposite do not care to
hear the trath. However, 1 will conclude my
remarks by quoting a few lines from a speech
which was delivered in 1894 by Lord Rosebery
when he was predicting the future of Mr. Lloyd-
Georye, the present Cnancellor of the Excheguer
in Great Britain. The extract, which is
think, applicable to the present position in this
House, is as follows :—

A plague on both your Houses; a plague on all your
parties; a plague on all your policies; a plagne on your
endless diseussions which yield so little fruit.

Lanour MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! and laughter.
Have done with this unending talk—-—

LaBour MEMBERS : Hear, hear | and renewed
laughter.
and do something for the people.

GOVvERSMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. MANN (Cuirns): Judging from the
length of the speeches which have been made by
hon, members oppusite, they evidently dread the
division which is going to take place on this
amendment. Last night the Minister for Mines
spoke for about three hours and forty minutes,
and this evening the Home Secretary has given
us a very lengthy disquisition. The Home
Secretary wasted a great deal of time telling us
about the conditions prevailing in the West,
If he would only go fand live there, members of
this House would not be sorry. The Premier
apparentiy felt disgusted at the bare-faced
manner in which his colleagues were hanging on
to office, and when he returned to the Chamber,
after a short absencs, he gave the Home Secre-
tary a bint tositdown. The hon. gentleman was
sowound up, sointoxicated with hisown verbosity,
if 1 may vse the ferm, that if he had not been
requested to resume his seat he would have kept
going till the small bours of the morning. At
the outset, I wish to congratulate, as other hon.
members have congratulated, you, Sir, upon the
position to which you have attaived, though I
am afraid that neither this House nor the country
can congratulate you upon the manner in which
you ob'ained the position. Your first impulse
which led you to leave the Chamber and take
your place in the lobby when your nam= was
mentioned for the office of Speaker, was, 1 think,
a noble one. But I noticed that the Premier
and another hon, member rushed out to you,
and

The SPEAKER: Order! I am obliged to
the hon. member for his congratulations, but I
am afraid the remarks he is now making are out
of order. ,

Mr, MANN : I do not wish to be out of order,
but I think the country should understand that
you tried to do the right thing, but were com-
pelled by the Premier, and other members on
that s'de, to come back into the House and record
your vote in your own favour. The Premier,
when speaking the other night, asked how mem-
bers could eclaim that the Government were
becoming conservatised, and I said it was casily
seen by the company he was keeping. The hon.
gentlenian then twitted me with the fact that so
many of my old comrades were sitting behind
him and helping to pat in operation the platform
he put before the country at that memeorable elec-
tion in 1907, I wish the House and the country
to understand, when the Premier claims that the-
present Government is the same Government
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which hasbeenin power since the Morgan-Browne
coalition, that thirty-three of the democrats who
supported that Government have left him and are
now sitting on this side of the House, and that
he is now supported by twenty-five Constitu-
tion wreckers, who went to the country at
the last election and tried to reduce Queensland
to the status of a Crown colony. I further wish to
draw attention to this fact: that every member of
the cld Labour party, save and except four, have
left him and are now sitting on this side of the
House. I further wish to point out that two
out of those four are bound to him not because
of his democratic programme but because of the
shackles of office.  The hen. member for Burke
and the hon. member for Xennedy are bound to
this Government not because they believe it is
a democratic one or that it is going to pass
legislation in the interest of the worker, but
because they are bound to the Premier by the
shackles of office.

Mr. MaxweLL: Do you think he isa skin-
flint like yourself ?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MANN : I do not wish to reply to inter-
jections from the hon. member, but I say that if
he had not received office or a bribe from the
Premier, he would not now be supporting him.

Mr. MAXWILL: I rise to a point of order.
Is it in order for the hon. member to accuse
another hon. member of being bribed ?

The SPEAKER: Order, order! Obviously
the use of such an expression on the part of the
hon. member for Cairnsis quite out of order, and
I must ask the hon. member to withdraw it. At
the same time I must say that the hon. member
for Burke used an expression that is not strictly
parliamentary, as applied to the hon. member
for Cairns.

Mr. KErRr: He is the most disorderly member
in the House.

The SPEAKER: Order, order! T must ask
the hon. member for Cairns to withdraw the
expression.

Mr. MANN : Imay say, Sir, that the hon.
member for Burke used an unparliamentary ex-
pression too. 1 may have been out of order ; but
T used that expression in retort to the expression
he used towards me. I now withdraw it, and
hope the hon. member will not offend again.
There are other two members of the old Labour
party who are still following the Premier—one
is his own colleague, and the other is the hon.
member for Fitzroy—two men coming from the
same district as himself, and who bave been for
years entirely dominated by the Premier until
they have become known practically as two
poodles who follow their master wherever he
seeks to lead them.

The SPEAKER: Order, order! The hon.
member must understand that he must proceed
with his_speech in a recognised parliamentary
way, and that he must refer to hon. members, no
matter where they sit, in becoming parliamentary
language.

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. MANN: I am simply pointing out the
fidelity of those two hon. members to their
leader. (Laughter.) If I used an expression
which is not quite parlismentary I am sorry and
withdraw my remarks. However, I was going
to say that the Hor. the Premier’s colleague at
times has excursions into the realms of inde-
pendence. The other day, speaking at a meet-
ing, he said this Government were hanging on
by the skin of their teeth—an expression which
shows that the hon. member is sometimes per-
mitted to think for himself; but I have been
told that he was summoned to the Cabinet
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carpet and reprimanded for making use of such
an expression, He looks worried over the
matter. In fact, he has looked worried fora very
long time, and he says his worry is due to the
fact that members on this’side of the House have
been chasing him with a portfolin. Now, whoever
has been dangling a portfolio beforethe hon. mem-
ber, I would advise him to desist, because there
is not the slightest hope of taking the hon. member
away from his present leader. He proclaims
often, perhaps with justice, that he gets more
kicks than half-pence for sitting over there.
But judging by his tidelity, I say the hon. mem-
ber who has been danghing a portfolio before
him, has a task which Is not likely to be success-
ful. There are other hon. members following
the Premier who claim to be democratic. There
is, for example, the hon. member for Toowong,
who got up in this House the other evening and
said at least 70 per cent. of the men who re-
turned him to Parliament were Labour men.
While that hon, member was fighting the battle
on behalf of the democrats of Queensland, he
claimed that there was a great need for the
Rockbhampton programme—that it contained
much-needed legislation ; there wasa great wealth
of democratic legislation to be reaped if a suffi-
cient number of democratic representatives were
returned to the House to support the Premier.
But the other night, when speaking, he claimed
that we had had enough of legislation. He did
not wish to see any more legislation passed,
because we might very well rest on our oars and
see what the effect of the legislation already
passed would be to the country, in spite of the
fact that the only reason that hon. mewmber can
give for still following the Premier is the fact
that the Premier says he is going to pass the
Rockhampton programme. And I noticed a
curious fact: that on that side of the House
members who were once democratic—the men
who pledged themselves to support a democratic
policy—are now trying to convince this House
and the country that they are conservative. The
hon. member for Toowong is one, ard the hon.
member for Kennedy is another, And this curious
fact isalsovoted : that men who have been known
in this House and the country as the most con-
servative members in the House are getting up
and informing the House that they have always
been staunch democrats—staunch radicals—and
always willing to pass legislation for the benefit
of the country. Xor example, we have the hon.
member for Cunningham, who gave us the other
evening a list of democratic measures that he had
voted for. I have been in the House ever since
the hon. member took his seat here-—we came
here in the same year—and I have always
noticed that on every Bill brought in by the
Gtovernment and every measure proposed by the
Morgan-Kidston Government—onany vital point
we considered was for the benefit of the people
outside—that hon. member always left his seat
on the Government henches and came over and
voted with the enemy. He moved an amend-
ment in this House to exclude the farm
labourers from the benefits of the Workers’
Compensation Act, and now he gets up in
his place and tells us how radical and how
democratic he is. He also indulged in a great
deal of praise of his nominal leader—the Pre-
mier—and when I asked what reason he gave
for leaving that hon. gentleman, as you will
remember, the only reason he gave was that the
Premier had in his programme a Trade Disputes
Bill. There is at least one hon. member on that
side of the House-——~I am referring to the hon.
member for Woolloongabba—who says his sole
reason for sticking to that coalition is the fact
that the Premier has in his programme a Trade
Disputes Bill.
Mr. D, Hunter : When did T say that?

Mr. Mann.)
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Mr. MANN : He says he is sticking to the
Government to get a good Trade Disputes Bill,

Mr. D. HuxTeR @ Quote what I said.

Mr. MANN: You have said it times out of
number, as every hon. member knows. So here
you have the amusing spectacle of one hon,
member who says he left the Premier because
there is a Trade Disputes Bill in the programme,
and another hon. member who says he is only
sticking to him heciu-e there is a Trade Dis-
putes Bill in his prog:amme.  Another point I
might mention is this: That the hon. member
for Albert goes out to the country and stoutly
proclaims that he wishes—in fact demands—
this Government to go on with a democratic
programme. When we see those hon. mem-
bers who have been known as rabid conser-
vatives urging this Government on the road
to progress, the country and this House
can fairly well gauge how far that progress
will go. Aueother hon. member that rather
amused me the other evening got up—I refer to
she hon. member for Mackay, Mr. Swayne—
and took the hon. member for Cook to task be-
cause in that hon. member’s speech he used the
term ‘‘ Anglo-Saxon” in his reference to immi-
grants—‘‘that he wished to see the Anglo-Saxon
race come out to this country.” The hon. mem-
ber for Mackay was quite indignant and asked
why did not the hon. member for Cook include
the Irish and Scotch? I remember the time—it
is not veryancient history ; I think it was in the
year 1905—the hon. member for Mackay came
up to Cairns as a thick-and-thin advocate of
kanaka labour. He came up to the Cairns
conference—the present Minister for Lands
was at that conference—and he urged with
all the vigour in his power in favour of
keeping the kanakas here in order to allow
the sugar industry to be carried on. He
moved a motion in favour of having New Guinea
natives brought here to work in the canefields,
and to-day he gets up and alleges unless we get
white men, this country is in danger of falling
into the hands of the Asiatics. When we look
hack over the history of the black labour party,
we see their present leader, the hon, member for
Townsville, said he would be a traitor to his
country-—he would carry the matter home to the
Home Government—he would fight to retain the
kanaka., e urgel at Cairns that the farmers
there should get Chinese when the kanakas were
gone. We can just imagine what advoeacy these
hon. members will make in the fubture in regard
to peopling this country with a white population.
Now, I leave the hon. member for Cunningham
and the junior member for Mackay, and turn my
attention to another member—an equally shifty
politician with the hon. member for Cunning-
hain—the junior member for Toowoomba.

The SPEAKLER: Order! The hon. member
mnst not use the term ““shifty.”

Mr. MANN : We will say he is not shifty,
Mr. Speaker, but you never know where to find
him. (Laughter.) That hon. mem-

[9 p.m.] ber was atone time a member of the
Central Political Executive, and I

can remember on the occasion when the Parlia-
mentary Labour party and the Central Political
FTxecutive were ratber st loggerheads, that a
deputation froin the Pailiamentary Labour party
waited on the Central Political Fxecu-
tive to see if an equitable arrangement could
not be come to. At that meeting the junior
member for Toowoomba-—-he was not a mem-
ber at that time—abuwed the members of
the Labour party in no unmeasured terms,
He attacked them, and asked were they going
to scab, were they going to “rat” on the
platform, and later on he said, at a meeting of
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his own Wotkers’ Political Orgauisation at Too-
woomba, that he did not believe in seeing asingle
acre of the land of Queensland alienated, Later
on, the hon. member, over his ste.k one morn-
ing, was suddenly converted from a strong
Labourite to a Kidstonite, He is now a Philpite,
and possibly, like a comet that makes a circuit
round the stars, he may come back again to be
in time a straight Labour man. (Laughter,)

Mr. Barner : Never!

Mr. MANN : Now, there is another democrat
in this Chamber—the member for Rockhampton
North—a member for whom I have a great deal
of respect. Thereis no member in this Chamber,
I believe, who Liad harder shings to say ahout
that coalition before it came off than the hon.
member for Rockhampton North. I can re-
member reading the speeches he delivered at
Rockhampton during the memorable campaign
of 1908, and some of them made my pulses
tingle. {Laughter.) He condemned the Governor
in no unmeasured terms. He said he wished
to wipe out the Upper House, and in_every
way showed himself a true democrat. Before
this coalition was brought about, no man de-
nounced it more strongly than the hon. mem-
ber ; but to-day—and when they know the ties
which hold him hon. members will understand
the position he takes up—he is sitting over there
among those reactionaries. He is among them,
but not of them, T am certain he would rather
be over here, with his scathing eloquence ringing
through the Chamber, denouncing the men who
went back on them, and betrayed the people’s
trust by joining the Philp party. (Laughter.)

An OprosiTioN MEMBER: Youare aleg-puller,
all right.

Mr. MANN : I shall come to another hon.
member—he is here looking for it, and he shall
have it. The hon. member for Woolloongabba,
when speaking, took occasion to refer to me.
Now, I do not wish to blame the hon, member
so much for that, because I believe it was
unpremeditated. His speech was prepared by
another individual——

Mr. D. HuNTER : INo fear.

Mr. MANN: And the allusion to me was
entirely unpremeditated. If he had gone care-
fully into the matter himself, he would never
have made the allegation againgt me that he
did. He twitted me with trimming to the
Labour party—of voting with them on one occa-
ston in this House. Now, I entirely deny that.
During the passage of those Railway Bills, Inever
on one occasion voted for any amendment moved
by the Labour party. The Labour party voted
with us once, because the amendment I sup-
ported was one moved by my colleague, the hon.
member for Woothakata. He moved that on
that railway the current rate of wages ruling in
the district should be paid. The hon, member
for Woolloongabba forgot to mention that he also
voted with us on that occasion. Was he trimming?

Mr. D. Huxter:
game, (Laughter.)

Mr. MANN: I was trimming, but the hon.
gentleman was playing the game.

Mr. D. Hontgr : Of course I was.

Mr. MANN: I also wish to go back a little
further to another division when it was moved
that the rate of 10s, a day should be paid on these
railways.

Mr. D. HonTER @ I voted.

Mr, MANN: I find the hon. member for

Woolloongabba trimming again with the Labour
party—playing the game. He came over to this

No; I was playing the
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side and voted for the Labour party, and he told
me he always believed in seeing the best possible
wages paid on all Government work.

Mr. D. Henter : T do yet.

BIr. MANN: What is the hon. gentleman
doing to-day ?

Mr. Xerr: He is playing the game.
ter.)

Mr. MANN : He is sitting on that side of the
House, the darling of the morning Press. Not a
curled darling by any means, because Nature
had a rough graving tool when it carved the hon.
member. With the turn of the wheel of fortune
he finds himself, like his leader, speaking to the
dress circle. (Laughter.) e has forgotten the
people in the pit, whose company he recently
left—forgotten his old trade union companions—
and we find him over there the buttress and bul-
wark of a Government which is paying low wages
on the railways,

Mr. D. HuxTER : When were you a unionist?

Mr. MANN : I have been a unionist, and—
which is more than the hon. member does—I
stick to unionism. I do not go back at the
behest of the Courier and turn my back on my
mates.

Mr. D. Huxter : Were you when you em-
ployed black labour ?

Mr. MANN : The hon. member is supporting
a Government that are and were paying carpen-
ters in the Cairns railway yard 9s. 6d. a day.

Mr, D. Hux1Er : What did they pay when
you were here ?

Mr. MANN : More than that.
Mr. D. HuNTER: The same amount.

Mr, MANN : Listen for a moment——

The SPEAKER: Order ! I shall be glad if
the hon. member will address his remarks
through the Chair.

Mr. MANN: Tam telling the House through
you, Sir, that this work which carpenters get 9s.
6d, a day from is a casual job—the erection of the
railway sheds in the Cauns railway yard—and
on that job the carpenters were paid the lowest
wage—9s. 0d. a day. The highest wages were
11s. 6d. a day, while the cuarrent rate in Cairnsis
12s. and 13s. That democratic Government,
some years ago L believe, put a regulativn in
force that every coniractor who had got work
from the Government should pay the ruling rate
of wages. Now, what is the use of the Govern-
ment putting a regulation like that on their
books if they themselves break it? What is the
use of saying to a contractor in Cairns: If you
get a contract you must pay 12s. and 13s, a day?
The contractor'can simply turn round and say :
There are men employed in the railway yards
that you pay 9s. 6d. and 11s. 6d. to. Of course,
the Railway Department urge that these men
get other privileges; but that is not so. They
are living in the town of Cairns, they buy their
rations in the town, and they get no holidays or
any other concession. I sincerely hope that
every working man in Woolloongabba will
unders‘and that the Government 1s kept in
power by that hon. member, in spite of the fact
that they pay such a low rate of wages in the
Cairns railway yard.

N Mr. D. HuNTER: And were when you were
ere.

Mr. MANN : That iz not true. Now, there
is another hon. member of whom I wish to say
a word or two—not on the other side of the
House, but upon this—I am referring to the

(Luatigh-
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hon. member for Clermont, who is the apostle of
democracy, and also the friend of the Philp
party, and an advocate of the land tax.

Mr, LesiNA: I am not a member of the non-
descript party.

Mr. MANN: And yet he fights against
charging the squatter fair rents for his holding.
A member who is pledged to prohibition, and is
yet the friend of Bung; a man who wears a
sweater in Clermont, but comes here arrayed in
the purple and fine linen of thebloated capitalists,

Mr. LEsiNa: Who wrote this that you are
reading ?

Mr. MANN : I wrote it myself. He was a
member of the Prohibition party, who was yet in
the pay of Bung; he was a preacher of the
gospel of the proletariat, and the blessings of
poverty, but during his t1ip to New Zealand had
put up at first-class hotels so as not to put his
lordly employer, Bung, to the blush.

Mr. Lrsiva: You are getting quite humour-
ous. That is Scotch humour. :

Mr. MANN: I wish to bring under your
notice, Mr. Speaker, this fact: When you, as
Minister for Lands, wanted to deal with the
Land Court—to see that a fair rent should be
paid for pastoral holdings—the man who made
the greatest charges against you and the man
who abused you, Sir, from one end of Queensland
to the other—who issued the greatest indictment
against you—was the hon. member for Clermont,
juss because you were tryiog to deal with the
Land Court, and I wish the members of the
Labour party to remember that fact.

Mr, Lesina: Hear, hear ! I would do it again
to-morrow. {Laughter.)

Mr. MANN : On looking back over the hon.
member’s record T dropped across this epigram,
which I think aptly describes that hon. gentle-
man in the position he takes up. This isit—

“ Come, Joseph, tell us which dost most affect

Labour's austere or Capital’s fat sect #'”

Friend, ’tis my aim throughout this earthly hotble
With these to gabble and with those to gobble.
(Pointing first to the Labour party and then
to the Government benches.) (Laughter.)

The SPEAKER : Order, order !

Mr. MANN: I propose now to leave the
small fry and deal for a few minutes with the
hon. members on the front Treasury benches.
The Minister [ wish to deal with first—I do not
see him in his place, and [ hope the *“ Whip”
will send for him—is the Secretary for Public
Instruction, Mr., Barnes, the hon. member for
Bulimba.

Mr., KRR : Leave him alone.

Mr. MANN: I wish to first say that the
Premier, on heing chided for bringing the hon.
member for Bulimba into his Cabinet on account
of that hon. member’s recent abuse of him, said
he must forget any personal abuse he may have
received when he was bringing to his counsels
the best men possible to get in this House. 1tis
a remarkable fact that, if you turn to Hansard
for 1908, page 161, you will see that the Premier,
in discussing the purchase of the Maryvale
Estate, claimed that the hon. member for Bulimba
had exceeded his powers as Minister for Lands,
and had done something that was totally irregu.
lar. This is what the Premier said, and it can
be found in Hansard—

Iere is theremarkable fact: that the hon. gentleman
signed that dncument believing that he was exceeding
his legal powers,

What will the country think of that? What
will the House think of the Premier afterthat?
What will they think of the Premier deserting
his friends, deserting his colleagues who sat on

Mr. Mann.]
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the Treasury bench with him, when he takes into
his Cabinet, at the behest of the hon. member
for Townsville, the very man whom a few short
months azo he said exceeded his powers as a
Minister? What will the country think of the
Premier for taking into his Ministry a Minister
who, while he was Minister, betrayed the trast
that was reposed in him, not by the people of
Queeunsland, but by the Governor?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUGCTION :
You know that is altogether wrong.

Mr. MANN : That is true. The Premier
used that expression towards the hon. member for
Bulimba. The accusation is not mine ; it is that
of his nominal leader, the Premier.

OppoSITION MEMBERS : Read it again.

Mr. MANN: For the benefit of the hon.
member, who was not in the Chamber when I
read it before, T will read it again. It is on page
161 of Hansard for 1908, if he wants to turn it up,
and he will find that the Premier said there——

Mr. LEsiNa : Why don’t you sing it?

Mr. MANN : The hon, member for Clermont
has got a better voice than I have, and, as he is
the member for ‘ Bung,” he will be able to get
some whisky to make his voice more mellow and
he should sing it. This is the quotation—

Ileve is a remarkable fact: that the hon. gentleman

signed that document believing that he was exceeding
his legal powers.
And yet the Premier took him into bis Cabinet !
It was because of the way the hon. member
abused the Premier that the Premier took him
into the Cabinet, and that was what led him to
coalesce with the Philp party.

Mr. Liesina : No; it was not, The syndicate
railways was the cause of the trouble.

Mr. MANN: Thatisnotso, The hon. member
for Bulimba abused the Premier worse than sny
other member in the House. The hon. member
for Townsville abused the Premier’s private cha-
racter by saying that the hon. gentleman gave a
concession to one of his own electors, and of the
two men from whom the Premier received that
abuse, one is his boss and the other has been
taken in as a responsible Minister of the Cabinet.
I have always claimed that the best way to reach
the Premier’s heart was to abuse him. Theonly
weapon which the hon. gentleman has to protect
himself with is abuse, and when anyone uses
abuse towards bim he looks on him as a good
man, and he soon gets there.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You ought to get there at that rate.

Mr. AIREY: No; the hon. member for Cairns
never abused the Premier’s private character,
He will not get there until he does that.

Mr. MANN : No; it is only those who abuse
his private character. The hon. member for
Townsville abused his private character, and now
he is his chief adviser. The hon. member for
Fassifern, Mr. Jenkinson, who used to call him
““ Betterment Bill,” and who gave him all the
abuse he possibly could, was called into his pre-
sence the other day and was told very gravely by
the Premier, ‘‘ Jenkinson, I havelong recognised
your ability to fill Cabinet rank.” (Opposition
laughter.)

Mr. D. Houxter: Didn’t you offer him a port-
folio ?

Mr. MANN : Although I have waid a lot of
hard things about the Premier, I know if I went
back to him to-morrow he would fall on my
bosom ; and, if the hon. member for Townsville
would let him, he would put me into his Cabinet,
Before passing away from the hon. member for
Bulimba I want to refer to that obnoxious
regulation which was introduced by his prede-
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cassor in the Education Department. I refer to
the regulation under which a school pupil must
be sixteen years of age before he can sit for
examination to become a pupil-teacher.

Mr. AIREY : In certain centres.

Mr., MANN : I was acting as a pupil-teacher
myself at the age of twelve, and my friend, the
hon. member for South Brisbane, was a pupil-
teacher at the age of fourteen—-

Mr. AREY : Thirteen.

Mr. MANN : The whole position was ably
summed up, not by a member of this House, not
by a man who claimed to be a democrast. I refer
to Mr. J. Tolmie, late member for Toowoomba,
and he summed up the position in his paper in
the worst possible way for the department by
saying that hardly any pupil in the State schools
could ever become a pupil-teacher under the
present regulations.

Mr. KErr: Mr.
himself.

Mr. AIREY: Yes, and the son of a poor man.

Mr. MANN: Yes, Mr. Tolmie was a school
teacher once. The Home Secretary to-night
said that the Premier was speaking in jest when
he said the Government were playing to the
dress circle, but this regulation, to my mind,
fairly shows that the Government are fighting
all they can in the interests, not of the poor
man, but of the rich man.

OrpPOSITION MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. MANN: They are throwing into the
hands of the Grammar schools all the appoint-
ments in the schools in the State, as there is
hardly any poor man’s child can become a pupil-
teacher under that regulation.

The SECRETARY ¥orR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
You must know that that is not correct.

Mr. MANN: When the Secretary for Public
Instruction replies I wish to know what was the
reason when Mr. Platt, senior inspector, died,
that two years were allowed to elapse before the
name of his successor as senior inspector was
announced.

Mr. A1gEY : The prejudice of the late Minis-
ter for Public Tnstruction.

Mr. KERR : The answer is ** Barlow.”

Mr. MANN: I am glad to hear that answer,
but I thought I would have got it from the
Minister for Public Tustruction, that it was Mr.
Barlow who was the cause of it. Thereis a great
deal of trauth in the statement that it was
Barlow’s prejudice that prevented either In-
spector Shirley or Inspector Kennedy from
occupying the position, and also in connection
with the appointment of Mr. Roe. My friends,
the hon. members for South Brisbane and Barcoo,
were his colleagues in the Cabinet, and they
know that that was so.

Mr, LEsiNA : Did they know when they were
in the Cabinet that Barlow was prejudiced?
If they did, they should have denounced him at
the time,

Mr. D. HuxTER : Hear, hear!

Mr. MANN: When the hon, member for
Clermont ceases his noisy chatter I will turn my
attention for a few moments to the hon. member
for Kennedy. T always had the greatest respect
for the hon. member for Kennedy, yet last night
he called me a deserter and said I was elected to
follow Kidston.

The SPEAXER : Order, order!
Mr. MANN : I am quoting the hon. member’s
words. He said I was a deserter and I was

elected to follow the Premier, Mr. Kidston. I
know that the hon. member for Kennedy is a

Tolmie has been a teacher
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keen student of the Courier, He surely remem-
bers that the Courier at the last election said dis-
tinctly that the member for Woothakata and
myself had left the Premier, and if he will turn
up Pugh’s Almanas he will find that I am duly
labelled there as a Labour member. Does the
hon. member mean to say that the Courier was
lying ?
Mr. MurpHY : No, never. (Laughter.)

Mr. MANX: The hon. member is silent.
Silence gives cousent. Ibelieve the hon. member
for Kennedy thinks that the Courier was lying ?

The SECRETARY FOR MiNEs: I read all the
papers I can.

Mr. MANN : I thought he must have noticed
‘that. Was the Courder lying ?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES:
that.

Mr. MANN: That’s very strange. 1 may
point out, however, that T was elected to follow
the Premier, and the Courier was lying. But
T only chose to follow the Premier as long as
he adhered to the Rockhampton programme.
The first plank in that programme was “‘ No
coalition ! ”

Opposition MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. MANN: Like the hon. member for
Kenuedy, and like the hon. member for Wool-
loongabba, I pledged myself against any coali-
tion with the Philp party ; and the reason I left
the Premier was because he had not the courage,
the manliness to come to the House and face de-
feat. If the Labour party had turned him out I
would have stuck to him.

Mr. D. HoxteR : Were they going to turn
him out ?

Mr. MANN: I don’t think so. The hon.
member for Woolloongabba claimed that at the
caucus the senior member for Ipswich was an
ardent advocate of the coalition; but the last
words uttered by that hon, member were: I
do not believe for one moment that the Labour
party would turn this Government out.”

Mr. CotrELL : Didn’t he advocate the coalition?

Mr. MANN : I will retort - by asking the hon.
gentieman didn’t he vote against it ?  Didn’t he
say he did not believe it would be a good thing
for the people—that it wasa rotten thing? And
if the hon. member for Toowong could get a
promise of indemnity from the Labour party he
would sit over here.  There are members who
are not game to go and put their case before the
country. They are afraid of a three-cornered
fight.

Mr. D. Huxtir: I fought a three-cornered
fight,

Mr. MANN: 8o did I, and I am game to
fight another. My duty is clear. If T do not
believe in the policy on one side or the policy on
the other side, I put my policy before the elec-
tors and I will be returned.

Mr. D. HuNtER : What is your policy ?

Mr., MANN: My policy is the policy the
Premier was returned to carry out, but his heart
failed him.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : He funked.

Mr. MANXN: Yes—that’s the word. Itmay
not be quite parliamentary, but the hon. gentle-
man funked the fight and is now sitting with
the Philp party on the other side, The member
for Kennedy claims that the Premier was very
anxious to work with the Labour party. Of
course he was—he sacrificed the hon. member
for Kennedy in order to work with them. He
was anxious to work with them because he was
afraid that the coalition would not find favour
with the people. Long beforethe Labour party fell
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out with him, he was intriguing with the senior
member for Townsville. He was intriguing before
the House met, and would have formed the coali-
tion then, but roo many members of his party re-
fused. One of the most ardent fighters against
the coalition at that time was the hon. mem-
ber for Fitzroy, who went up the hill to do
all he could against the coalition, of which he is
such an ardent supporter to-day. If we could
turn back and see who was ** the power behind
the throne,” members could understand why
these one-time opponents of the Conservative
party are now the most ardent advocates of the
coalition. The hon. member for Kennedy last
nighs, in a most dramatic fashion, produced deed
papers, and offered them to members on this side.
He was not always so kind. I remember when
he tried to force the Government to buy his
land.

The SECRETARY FOR MINES :
correct.

Mr. MANN: The hon. member for Woo-
thakata is here, and he went with me on a
deputation to then Secretary for Agriculture,
Mr. Denham, to see about getting a group
settled at Atherton, and Mr. Denham informed
us that the member for Kennedy wished the
Government to take his land from him. T was
also told by another Minister that the hon.
member, before he became a Kidston candidate,
asked the Premier to buy bis land from him. If
the hon. member denies it, I am bound to
accept his denial, but the source of my informa-
tion is a very good one.

The SECRETARY ¥OR MINES: I offered theland
to the Government. They would not buy it, and
I got a better price elsewhere.

Mr. MANN: The other price was later, It
was put up to auction, and the highest bid was
10s. an acre, and after that he offered it to the
Government. The fact remains that he was not
always so kind as to offer land for nothing. Last
session I claimed that the then Minister for
Mines was not fit for the position, and suggested
that the Premier should put in his place the
member for Townsville or some other member
with a knowledge of mining. He has taken
my suggestion, and put a man there with a
thorough knowledge of mining.

Mr. MuLcary ¢ Only erushing.

Mr. MANN : It may be said that the Minister
for Mines, in attaining that position, has reached
the acme of his ambition ; but that is not so, for
I am told that there is still a drop of bitterness
in his cup. He wishes to get to the Home
Department to put in force those rabid teetotal
principles he holds. A temperance friend told
me that the hon. gentleman is not in favour of a
simple majority deciding a local option matter,
but he wishes to handicop them by insisting on
a three-fifths majority. I am told that he wants
to help the friends of ““ Bung.” I cannot believe
that, because I believe he wishes to get to the
Home Department to brandish his tomahawk
over the head of *“Bung,” toscalp him like a red
Indian, and then dance a temperance war dance
round the prostrate body of *‘ Bung.” (Laughter.)
But there is an obstacle in the way, The Pre-
mier says, ‘“George, I quite understand your
desire—-"

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. MANN: “To get to the Home Depart-
ment. I quite understand that, if you got there,
you would put up a big fight in the interests of
temperance ; but you must consider that by doing
s0 we would lose cur good friend, the hon. mem-
ber for Moreton, who is a wine and spirit mer-
chant ; we would lose the support of the Hon.
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Peter Murphy in the other House, and the sup-
port of the Hon. Mr, Gray.” And he says
* Greorge.”  (Laughter.)

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. MANN : I am speaking in a colloguial
way, Mr, Speaker; I am saying what the
Premier would say to the Minister for Mines,
(Laughter.)

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope the hon.
member will understand that even by speaking
in a colloquial way he cannot break the rules
which requires that Ministers are to be referred
to by their official titles.

Mr. MANN : Very well, Mr. Speaker. The
Premier would say to the Minister for Mines,
‘“Man, George, I canna alloo ye tae dae thas. If
yve hae nae regaird for yer salary I hae, Man,
Pm as fat as a Glesca baillie and can bardly
walk. I maun stick to the motor-car, for the
trams cost siller.” (Loud laughter.) The Home
Secretary plumes himself on the stoppage of

liquor licenses along new railway

{9:30 p.m.] lines, but it is a curious thing that,

while the Government have refused

to issue any more licenses along railways under

construction, they make no attempt to stop sly

grog-selling. A decent man cannot get alicense,

but” sly grog-selling is rampant because the

Government will not employ sufficient revenue
officers or police to cope with the evil,

The TREASURER : That is not true.

Mr. MANN : If the hon. gentleman will turn
up the correspondence in the archives of the
department, he will find a letter written by me
some wmwonths ago asking for additional police
protection on the line from Atherton to Her-
berton, and he will also find that my request
met with a refusal. This stoppage of liceunses
was simply a sop to the temperance party, but it
does not hurt the wholesale liquor housss,
because these shanties perhaps buy more liquor
than the licensed houses do. I venture to pre-
dics that the stoppage of licenses will not =tep
the amount of drinking inthe least, Men will
often go to one of these shanties when they will
not go to a public-house, and T claim that a
necessary corollary to refusing licenses is the
employment of more revenue officers or police,
otherwise the whole thing is a sham, so far

as the stoppage of drinking on railways under -

construetion is ¢oncerned. [ now want o turn
my attention to the Secretary for Agriculture, T
am rather disappointed thas the hon. gentleman
has not been more of a success in that office.  If
there was one thing I thought the hou. gentleman
understood better than another it is the cultiva-
tion of cane.  Yet I found, when looking over
the Ayricvltural Journal, issaed by his depart-
ment, in the Aprl nuwmber, there are certain
marvellous facts on pages 212 and 2161 do not
know whether they are facts, but they are pub-
lished as facts. I loock to the Agricultural
Journal for light in regard to agriculeure, and I
find it stated on page 212 that in the Southern
districts they only require from 1,700 to 2,000
cane plants per acre. Turning to page 216, 1

find that in the Northern districts it takes
from 4,000 to 5,000 plants per acre. Now, I

have always been under the impression that
the tropical districts of Queensland are the real
home of sugar-cane, anda yet the dgricultural
Journal contains the remarkable information
that it requires twice as many cane plants to
plant an acre in North Queensland that it takes
in Southern Queensland. This journal is run by
a man who knows all about cane cultivation. 1§
is seldom that we find anything about cane in it,
and when we do find anything, at least it should
be accurate. In dealing with this matter, I
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would just ask hon. members to cast their minds
back to the pictures appearing in the Sydney
Bulletin during the last few weeks. T asked a
guestion in the House about the matter, and I
was informed that the (Fovernment are paving
£20 a week for that page in the Bulletin. Iam
a keen student of the Bulletin, and also a
keen student of agriculiure and of anything
that tends to advance Queensland.  Ified in that
journal various pictuces setting out the Kamer-
unga State Nursery, which is sittiated in my
electorate, The pictures in the Bulletin exactly
describe in pictorial formn the policy of this Go-
vernment. Looking at those pictures, you will
find the men living in miserable huts—they live
in a place about 20 feet by 12 fest, The manager
has a fairly decent residence, but the quarters of
the men are a disgrace to Queensland. Tt is
evident that the Government desire to run thast
nursery by Asiatic labour, because they stuck in
a picture of u Malay or a Cingalee showing how
to tap a rubber-tree.

My, D. HUNTER : Are you sure he was not a
kanaka ¢! You should know.

Mr. MANN : Well, T should say, judging by
the facial expression of the hon. member for
Woolloongabba, that, if he were tarred, he would
pass for a kanalka.

The SPEAKER : Order, order!

Mr. MANN : The Secretary for Agriculture
should do something to put this nursery on a
better footing. His predecessor in offics, Mr.
O’Bullivan, said the place ought to be shut up,
after he had looked over it, and 1 am sorry the
hon. member for Cambooya is not here to bear
out my statement, fcr we went all over the nur-
sery. I claim that a bigger scandal or a bigger
waste of public money ona small scale will not
be found in Queensland, The overseer was a
gardener and a botanist. He was there for ten
years, and I claim he knew more about the work
than the Instructor in Tropical Agriculture. Yet
the overseer was dismnissed withous any notice.
He was told to take three weeks’ leave, but he
need not cowe back to his work, and he never
received any explanation as to why he had been
dismissed. He was an enthusiast in the matter
of raising cane seedlings.  He brought the matter
under my notice on several occasions, and I
brought it up in the Honse, The Secresary for
Agriculture, who has knowledge of cane cultiva-
tion, should keep a man there who at least had
the interests of the industry at heart, and who
was urging all the time that the propagation
of cane seedlings should be carried on at the
pursery. There is not a single vegetable raised
at the nursery for the use of the men. There
is only one wan at the nursery who receives
a decent wage. I think the clerk receives
£2 a werk, and he acts as overscer, and the
only man who is decently paid is the Tustrue-
tor in Tropic:l Aericulvure ; and, with all due
respest to that gentleman, I may say that I
went roand the district during the recesy asking
various settlers what they thought of his capa-
bilities as an instructor, and the only thing I
heard he was any good at was pruning coffee
trees.  In fact, some of the settlers complained
that he told them to plant the cotfee trees with
an easterly aspect, and that they followed his
advice, anrt that the first heavy frost killed the
trees 5 and I claim that to the Instructor in
Tropical Agriculture is largely due the farlure of
the coffee plantations in the Cairns districs.

Mr. Airey: The place is a joke in North
Queensland.

Mr. MANN : Yes.
ment there.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : When was
that?

We had a tobacco experi-
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Mr. MANN:
seasons.

Mr. D. HuNTER: While yuu were over here.

Mr. MANN : One crop was taken off while
the present Secretary for Agriculture was in
office, and one curing the time his predecessor
was in office,

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Didn’t
you mention the matter last session or the
session before that ?

Mr. MANN: No. I tried to mention it, but
I was gagged by members on the other side. At
the time we visited the nursery the tobacco crop
was almost ripe, and avy child of ten years of
age could have gauged how much tobacco leaf
would be got. The shed to receive the tobaceo
leaf was not built at that time, but a little bit of
a grass-thatched shed would have held all the
tobaceo that was got off this plot. I think there
have been two cuttings, and the total amount of
tobacco leaf cut was 75 lb. weight. I noticed
the Courier, when I asked the question in the
House, tried to mislead the country by putting
down £75 worth of tobaceo had been taken
off this small plot. I wish the House and the
country clearly to understand that, for an ex-
penditure of £366 9~ 9d., 75 lb. weight of
tobacco was produced. That is enough to pre-
vent any other settler trying to grow tobaceo,
although tobacco can be grown in the dis-
trict successfully. 1 guarantee that you would
get better results for an expenditure of £40 under
the late overseer, who was dismissed, without
any reason, after ten years’ faithful service,
than was obtained by the expenditure of that
£366 9s. 0d.  Just to show what the Instructor
in Tropical Agriculture knows about agriculture,
I may mention that a canegrower wrote to him,
asking him what he should do in a ¢nse in which
some cane had not struck, and the answer he
received was that he should carefully plant
another row of cane heside the oue which did
not strike, and that if both grew he wounld have
two rows of cane, (Liaughter.) That is a fact.
When the overseer was dismissed I wired to the
Minister for Agriculture telling him that the
Kamerunga State Nursery was not the slightess
bit of goed to the Cairps district. As a matter
of fact, the nursery does harm to the district, be-
cause 1f that nursery was not there and was not
such a howling failure, we shonld have a chance
of getring a State farm at Atherton. I claim
that that nursery is the laughing stock of all
North Queensland. It costs £1,650 a vear to
keep up, and there is not a bit of cabbage or
lettucs or other vegetable grown on the place.
It is a sweating shop.  The only man who gets
a decent wageis the manager. The ploughman,
I think, got a riss of 25s. 6d. a week when the
overseer was dismissed. I claim that if anyone
should have heen dismissed it is the man who
was responsible for that howling failure in tobacco
cultivation, because he will not make a success
of anything which cun be of use to the settlers
in the district.

The SECRETARY FOR Mixks: Did you not
report to the Government that he was responsible
for all this?

Mr. MANN : T have always condemned the
way in which the nursery was managed. I have
always asked that something should he doune in
the way of propagating cane seedlings there.
In that work the overseer was an exypert, and he
ought to have bern kept on, but instead of that
he was dismissed, without any alleged reason,
after ten years’ faithful service in the depart-
ment. The hon. member for Cambooyva can
bear out what I say with regard to the condition
of that nursery and its management, because he
visited the place and saw things for himself. If

It was during the last two
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a State farm were managed in the same way on
the Downs, we should soon hear about it, and see
a change.

Mr. AIREY: He said it ought to be thrown
into the Townsville Harbour.

Mr. MANN: I do not wish to say anything
harsh of the present Minister fur Agriculture, be-
cause the hon. member for Mackay is one of the
most courteous members in the House, and I have
the most friendly feeling towards him, but I elaim
that as Minister for Agricultnre he is a failure.
The hon. gentleman is not so much responsible for
the administration of the Railwsy Department,
but curiously enough the Premier claimed credit
for the gond work the Government were doing
in that depsrtment. He stated that £170,000
more was earned this vear than last yéar, but he
forgot entirely to mention that, to earn that sum,
an increased expenditure of £165,000 was in-
curred, and that if they had not knocked off a
number of men in June, and cut down the
stores, they would have had a deficit rather than
asurplus. I am not a railway expert, but I have
been told, on what I claim to be the very best
authority, that all the brakes on the Cairns Rail-
way are defective ; that the Westinghouse brakes
are mostly cut out, and that some day there will
be a smash on that line. Does the Minister
intend to face that fact, or will he go into the
matter ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWaYs: You make
your statement, and we will very soon find out
what are the facts.

Mr. MANN : That has been told to me, and
I believe it is true. I have also been told that
two engines which were ordered from the old
country for the Cairns Railway were sent to
Townsville, and that two engines which had been
working on the Townsville Railway were sent to
Calrns in their place. :

The SrcrETARY ¥OR MINES : Has the hon.
member reported that to the Commissioner ?

Mr. MANN: I cannot go running round to
the department about matters of this kind every
five minutes. When the late Minister visited
Cairns I took him to the goods-shed office where
the clerks were working, and for the last two
years I have been urging the Government to
build & decent place for the dccommodation
of those officers, The office in which th=y have
to work is a little old iron building 23 fest by
14 feet, and is not a fit plice for any men to
occupy. I got the health officer at Cairns, Dr.
Baxter-Tyrie, to report on the place, and I be-
lieve he has done so. I have not szen his
report, but T am satisfied that he reported
strongly against the use of the building for
its present purpose. It is wot only unhealthy
enough to destroy the health of clerks but to
destroy the health of a rhinoceros. On my
representing that matter to the department I
gov the usual stereotyped reply that the
matter would be looked 1mto. There basheen
an agitation by people living on the Ilareeba-
Atherton Railway for a sidirg at a place calied
Rocky Creels. 1 interviewed the Minister on
the subject, and presented to him a petitirn
from the residents of the place, and received the
usual stereotyped reply that the matter would be
looked into. Why, the matter has been before
the Commisioner for two years.

The SECRETARY FOR RaiLways: The matter
is being attended to.

Mr. MANN : Is the thing being done ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : Yes.

Mr. MANN : Why not have informed me of

the fact? (Laughter.) However, I am glad to
have that information from the Minister. Now,.

My, Mann.]



388 Address in Reply.

I will go back to the appointment of the hon.
gentleman as Minister for Agriculture, and ask
him can he give this House a satisfactory reason
for appointing Mr. Paddle to De. Maxwell’s
position ?

The SECUETARY FOR RATLWAYS :
in my department.

The TREASURER: I am responsible for that
appointment.

Mr. MANN : Does the hon. gentleman mean
to say that he has at last plucked up courage to
do something on his own initiative? All T can
say is that the Minister for Agriculture might
advance some reason for Mr., Paddle being ap-
pointed, but the Treasurer knows as much about
agricultune as he knows about finance.

The TREASURER : As you know about politics.

That is not

Mr., MANN : T don’t want my wife to put me
into Parliament, at any rate,

The TREASURER : You are a nigger-driver.
The SPEAKER : Order, order!

Mr. MANN: I am a canegrower, and
naturally take a keen interest in the man
who is appointed to do this work, and I

say here on the floor of this House that I do
not know Mr. Paddle, except by repute, and
from what I have heard his reputation is nota
good one. I know, as a matter of fact, that he
was at the Mosman Mill for one season, and
that he was a rank failure. When he went there
first it was Paddle here and Paddle there—Paddle
was going to do great things—but at the end
of the season they dispensed with his services,
and the mill has been doing better ever
since. Now, I am told that a gentleman named
Desplace, a man whose name I have heard men-
tioned by the Premier and mentioned by other
hon, members in the very highest terms—I
believe he did good work—1I am informed Dr.
Maxwell recommended that Desplace be put in
his place. I am told that he wrote to the
Cabinet to that effect, and I would like to know
if that letter came before the Cabinet—if the
Cabinet dealt with it, According to what the
Treasurer says, he appointed Paddle on his own
responsibility. I claim that such a serious ap-
pointment as this should only be made after most
careful consideration,

The TREASURER : So it was.

Mr. MANN: And that the Secretary for
Agriculture should have been consulted. Iclaim
that it requires two men for that position. It
requires a man to give the farmers instruction on
the cultivation of their crops, as well as a man to
attend to the manufacturing department. That
is the only way you can get satisfaction out of
running the mills for the Government. It is
no use having the best possible engineer, or
man to manage in the mills, unless the farmers
can grow something to be crushed by those mills,
and I claim that the Secretary for Agriculture
should have been consulted. I find that the
Treasurer is to blame for that appointment, and
the Secretary for Agriculture has not been
allowed to do what he likes and put a man there.
We want a man to instruct the farmers in grow-
ing cane, as well as a man to manage the mills.
I will now leave the Secretary for Agriculture
and turn to the Minister for Lands, who told the
hon. member for Burnett last night

Mr. MurpHY : You must be going right along
the front Treasury bench.

Mr. MANN : T have dealt with the small fry,
and I am now dealing with the people who were
the small fry once, but who are now the big
potatoes. (Laughter.) However, I will deal
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with the Minister for Lands. I.ast night he
told the hon. member for Burnett that he did
not know what was going on in his own disiriet.
He told me the same thing last year. He told
me I did not know what the Lands Department
was doing for the canecutters in my district. 1
asked him what they were doing, and be said
they were surveying certain blocks for the cane-
cutters, and on my asking him where, he said
near the Mulgrave Mill. I say there is nota
bit of land fit for agricultural purposes near the
Mulgrave Mill other than privately-owned land.
The Secretary for Tiands asked me to go round
and see the papers, and I went round and
saw the reports. If the Lands Department
had known their business at all they might
at least have dropped me a note asking my
opinion as to the quality of the land, because I
think every hon. member in this House should
know what is being done in his electorate, and as
this land is within 8 miles of my home, I should
know it as well as anyone in my district. And
I told the Minister then, and I tell him now, the
land is unsuitable. There was a surveyor there
for four months, doing work that is absolutely of
no use, while there is a lack of surveyors in the
Atherton district, where men are waiting to get
on the land. I do not know bow many applica-
tions have been made for thisland, but I was told
by a local resident that possibly three blocks
might be applied for because they were above
flood-mark, but he said the balance of the blocks
were of very poor country, lable to flood, and
altogether valueless for agricultural purposes.

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC LANDS: Where
is this?

Mr. MANN : Near the Mulgrave Mill. Itis
poor useless country not fit for the purpose, and
I suppose the Secretary for Lands will get up
and say he surveyed so many blocks for cane-
cutters, and the people do not want them. The
conditions were so bad that nobody would take
them up, and I may safely say this : Not one
single canecutter will ever establish a home there,
because the land is not fit for him to go on.
Perhaps, at the outside, three residents of the
town of Nelson may make application for the
blocks which are above flood mark, and are of
red volecanic soil.  Can the hon. gentleman tell
me how many applications were made for the
land ?

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUuBLIC LiaNDs: No; I
cannot,.

Mr. MANN: Tam quite satisfied that 95 per
cent, of those allotments will never be applied
for, because they are utterly unsuitable. The
strictures of the hon. member for Fassifern on
the Lands Department were, I believe, justifi-
able. You, Sir, will remember my asking a
question in the House last year as to the number
of people in the State who had registered their
names on the books of the Lands Department
for Atherton lands, and I believe there were
something like 500 names down at that time,
although I have been informed there are people
up there already ten deep waiting to get on the
land. Yet, in spite of that fact, there has been
barely anything done in the matter ; 125 letters
were sent out by the department lately to those
men who registered their names in the books,
and twenty-seven replies were received.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 446 por-
tions were taken up last year in the Herberton
and Atherton districts.

Mr. MANN : I am only dealing with Ather-
ton. I received a letter from a member of a
group the other day who says it is two years
since he applied for that group, and he cannot
tell yet how much land he is going to get, nor
when he is going to get it; and I have been
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further informed by a man whose word I can
creditably believe, that thetimber on some of those
selections was valued before ever the land was
surveyed or designed. That is, whoever valued
that timber wens on to it and said there was so
much pine and so much cedar on those selections,
and the unfortunate selector is charged accord-
ingly.

Mr. KExNa @ Whether it is there or whether it
is not.

Mr. MANN: Yes. I would just like to read
to the House a letter I received the other day
from the Atherton Chamber of Commerce. It
has been asked why I am opposing this Govern-
ment, and I think this letter will let the people
cutside understand why I could not conscien-
tiously support this Government, or any other
Government thas would do the same thing. The
letter is dated 21st June, 1909, and reads—

By direction of the Atherton Chamber of Commerce,

I have the honour of intorming you that my chamber
are sgrenuously advocating the reduction of high values
placed on Crown lands in the Atherton district, and
ask for your assistance in the matter. At present the
value placed on land is £3 10s. per acre, whereas land
better situated and timbered was only £2 per acre pre-
viously.
Now, Mr. Speaker, I said when I opened my
remarks that I did not think the country was to
be congratulated upon your removal from the
Lands Department into the Home Department,
and from Lhat to the Speaker’s chair. If mem-
bers turn up Hansard for 1906, page 1862, they
will find this—

Mr. MANN: Now that the Railways Bill had gone
through, and it was proposed to build a line from Tolga
to Lake Eachamon the guarantee system, he should like
to know what would be the upset price of the land
which had been surveyed in that distriet, and whether
the price would not be lessened in counsequence of the
passage of the Railways Bill#

And you, Mr. Speaker, who were then Secretary
for Lands, replied to this effect—

'The Secretary for Public Lands hoped the hon mem-
ber would not pin hira down to the precise price, but
lie counld assure the hon. member that the passage of
the Railways Bill—as was anuounced when it was
before the Chamber—would bring about a reduction in
the price of Crown lands.

That is the promise made by you, Mr.
Speaker, when Minister for Lands, and I be-
lieve you intended to keep that promise, and
would have kept it only the Premier insisted
on his pound of flesh.  'The Premier wishes
apparently to wring out of the unfortunate
settlers every shilling that he can.

Mr. D. Hu~NTER: He is a Scotchman, you
know.

Mr. MANN: Yes He was up there the
other day and a deputation told him the
troubles and trials and hardships they had to
get on to their places, and to take their stock
and implements there. One settler told him
that he had to carry his cream separator 9
miles along a blazed track through the scrub.

It used to take that settler a wholo

[10 p.m.] day to come into Allumbah, get his
rations, and go back again. The

* people up there applied to the Minister for
Lands for a grani to make a road through that
scrub, and, in spite of the fact that the Lands
Department jumped up the land from £2 to
£3 10s. per acre, they refused to give these
settlers any grants to make roads. Further
than that, they are charged with the price of
timber they cannot sell, and which, judg-

ing from information which I have re-
ceived, is not even ‘on the selection.
Does the Minister for ILands expect to
get successful settlement if he penalises

his selectors in that way? You, Sir, promised
that the price of the land should be reduced,
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in view of the fact that these settlers have to
guarantee interest on the Tolga-Johnstone
railway, but that promise has been kept
by the price of the land being raised from £2
to £3 10s. per acre, a difference of £1 10s.
Surely there is enough in that difference to
permit this Government to give a grant to
these settlers to build the roads. I should think
the aim and object of a Government who pro-
claim themselves to be the friends of the
farmers is to sce the settler is successful when
he goes on his land. They say that members
over here advocate a land tax. I have always
advocated a land tax to break up land mono-
poly, to pave the war for effective occupa-
tion, but I have always gone against any land
tax being put on_the struggling settler. This
Government, which is declaiming against a
land tax, penalises these settlers by raising
the prico of the land upon them. When I first
entered this Chamber, you could get good
land at Atherton, only a few miles away from
the railway, at £1 an acre. The price has now
gone up enormously—up to £4 an wcre, which
the Government is charging for scrub land—
and no grant will be made to help these
settlers to make a success of their selections
by giving them access to market.

Mr. Kuxna: What does it cost to clear?

Mr. MANN: Anything up to £4 or £5 an
acre to icll and clear. These men are handi-
capped from the very outset. 'They cannot find
a market for the timber, because the market is
glutted. Owing to the regulations they are
not allowed to sell it. I have seen logs lying
along the roadside, which a settler had felled
and dragged out, and he told me that he was
not allowed to sell it by the regulations, while
the borers were eating it and making it value-
less.

An HoNoUraBLE MEMBER: IHe could burn
1t.

Mr. MANN: Ie could burn it, but he is
charged by the Government for that timber,
and he cannot sell it. He has got to burn it.
They won't give him a grant for roads, and
apparently they wish the settlement to be a
failure. Hundreds of settlers have gpne away,
and still the Government boast about settling
people on the country. They are issuing
pamphlets telling what land will be available
in Atherton for settlement. They do not men-
tion that men are waiting ten deep, and some
of them for over two years, and judging from
the progress of the Lands Department they
will wait for another two. Now, Sir, as show-
ing the [eeling in the country, I have got a
letter here from a settler. You know him as
an old pioneer, who has done a lot of work in
Queensland, and he says this—

The higgest question before Queenslanders (hesides the
bursting up of the Kidston-Philp coalition) is the priekly
pear trouble. All other matters are insignificant com-
pared to it, for it is night and day eating into the vitals
of the country. Already we have—

10 million acres ruined, depreciated at least to the
extent of 15s. per acre=£75,000,000. .

10 million acres partially infected and depreciated,
7s. 6d. per acre=£3,750,000. Total, £11,250,000.

This js the legacy left by the continuous Philp push,
for, I am afraid. all time. If the people of Queensiand
could only grasp the terrible results of the Philp rule in
this respect they would never want any more Philp, for
future generations of Queenslanders will curse the name
of Philp, and in getting rid of the present unholy com-
bine we are aiming to prevent Philp and hiz crowd
further ruining this Staie. It is quite patent that W.
Kidston is at present merely a gramaphone for the
Philp-tory erowd, who would seruple at nothing to
keep the running of the affairs of this State in their
hands. Tor the future they should be called the prickly
pear party.

(Laughter.) I suppose we can call them ‘‘ the

Mr. Mann.]
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prickly pear party,” because they have been
a scourge and a pest to Queensland. Perhaps
vou know the country I am going to mention.
I have here a map of a big area of country all
infested with prickly pear. My informant tells
me that if this land was free of pear it would
fetch £1 10s. an acre at any time. The line
from Roma to Brisbane runs through it. This
land is known as Dulacca, and the late con-
tinuous (Government left the lessee in posses-
sion of that with the pear growing on it, until
it got too bad to kcep any longer. Then it
was thrown up, and they have that land to-
day practically ruined. Some of it is fit for
nothing. That is a legacy of the continuous
Government.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: It has formed the sub-
ject of inquiry.

Mr. MANN: I am sorry to come hack to
the small fry again, but I wish to ask the
Treasurer if he caused any inquiry to be made
into a matter I krought under his notice when
we were discussing the amendment of the
Harbour Boards Act. The Treasurer told me
then that at Atherton some residents thought
that an official of the Lands Department had
been mixing himself up in the local election.
I ask him if he made any inquiry into it? He
is afraid.

The TREASURER: Afraid of you?

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
must address the Chair.

Mr. MANN: The hon. member is afraid to
cope in any shape or form with the corruption
in the different departments. I have never
asked for much from the hon. gentleman, but
I may say I wrote a few months ago about the
matter of establishing a Savings Bank at
Tolga. There are six hotels there, but there
is not a Savings Banlk.

Mr. D. Hu~NTER: They don’t want a Savings
Bank there.

Mr. MANN: I have applied for a Savings
Bank, and I have been refused, unless the
people petitioned for it. Now, why should
the people petition for such a necessary thing
as a Savings Bank? The Tolga-Johnstone Rail-
way is passing there, and surely it is not too
much to ask. when there is sufficient population
to support six hotels, there should be a Savings
Bank established. Now, leaving the small fry
again, and coming to the Premier, I must
again congratulate him upon wiring to the
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth, Mr.
Deakin, in the manncr that he did. While
the Premier was at Atherton a deputation
waited on him in recard to the timber in-
dustry. They laid certain facts and figures
before the Premier, and fairly showed that,
no matter what reductions were made in the
railway freights, unless proper protection was
given to the timber industry against outside
competition, there must be a big slump indeed
in a very large industry in North Queensland,
and in South Queensland, too.

Mr. D. HouNTER: It is time there was a
slump.

Alr. MANN: That may be the hon. mem-
ber’s cpinion, but these men up there all
know their business.  There are timber-
getters, saw millers, teamsters, and settlers
dependent on it, and these men laid the case
before the Premier in the clearest possible
terms, and said that they must get protection
in order to protest the industry and allow a
living wage to be paid to the men who fall
and mill.

Mr D. HuxTrr: Timber is higher than
ever.
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Mr. MANN: The Premier, replying to that
deputation, said it was not his place to interfere
with the Federal Government. Yet he formed
a coalition o fight the Federal Government
—the Federal Labour party.

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr, MANN: The reason that the Premier
did not interfcre, as I pointed out to these
timbor men afterwards, was that the Premier
at the next Federal election might be running
three freetrade candidates in the interests of
the tory party sitting over there. The Minister
for Mines, in speaking last night, clearly laid
it down that this Government, so far =s he
was concerned, had no sympathy with protec-
tion. The hon. gentleman was always a frec-
trader, and he has a right to his opinions;
but. as a Queenslander, I object to any party
being in power in the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment unie:s they arc prepared to protect
Queensland industries,

The SECRETARY TOR MINES:
connect it with the election.

Mr, MANN: But the hon. gentleman is a
limh of the Government, and his opinions
might carry considerable weight with his
colleagues. In fact, he will have a hand in the
choosing of the three senators himself. He
might select the candidates, and I know that
if he selected them there would be no protec-
tion for the timber industry.

AMr, D. FHontER: I hope there will not be.

Ay, MANN: When the Premier of Queens-
land sent that wire to Deakin, if he had a
spark of patriotic feeling in him, he would
have wired to Deakin asking him what he
intended to do for the sugar industry, and did
he intend to keep on the protection granted
to that industry. But he never thought it
as worth while to see whether the sugar in-
dustry, or the timber industry, was properly
protected or mot. It is the same thing in
connection with the banana industry. Had I
time, I would deal fully with that industry
also.

Mr. Airry: Go ahead.

Mr. MANN: I would point out to the
people of (Queensland that there is mo hope
for any Queensland industry so long as the
present Federal Government is in power, and
so long as we find the Government sitting on
the Treasury benches here are willing to keep
that Federal Government in power by sending
down more frectraders to blast the industries
of Queensland. It may be alleged that the
Queensland senators who were returned at
the last eloction have voted for protection for
Queensland. I admit that they did do so.
(Hear, hear!) But they voted for freetrade
for New South Wales and Victoria, and the
people of New South Wales and Victoria will
be saying, < If these Quecnsland members vote
protection for themselves, but vote to give us
freetrade, we will give them a dose of their own
sauce.”” If the Premier does not take the
watning given him by the hon. member for
Nundah the other night, and fight the free-
trade party and support the Labour party at
the coming Federal elections. then the sugar
industry will be wiped out so far as this State
is concerned.

Mr. D. HuxTtEr: How will it save it by
supporting the Labour party?

Mr. MANN : The natural corollary of being
a Labour man is being a protectionist. The
man who believes in short hours and pays good
wages must te protected to enable him to do
so. (Hear, hear!) Men like Page and Me-
Donald, both of whom are freetrade members

I did not
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-of the Labour party in the Federal Parlia-
ment, voted consistently to support the pro-
tection of the sugar industry. After that
deputation which had waited on the Premier,
if he had been a true Queenslander, he would
ha};e laid it down in his wire to Deakin,
" Unless you protect our timber, sugar, and
banana industries, this Government is going
to do all it can to return to the Federal Par.
liament members opposed to the Deakin-Cook
coalition.”” But he asked for no sureties ag
all with regard to Queensland. He was satis-
fied so long as he saw the Labour party
downed. e did not mind the Labour party
once, as he agreed with their policy, yet he
wired to Deakin congratulating him for put-
ting the Labour party out of office. But it
was QHe to Queensland for the Premier to ask
Deakin what he was going to do for Queens-
land.

AMr. Graxt: What did you go down to Mel-
bourne to interview Deakin for?

. Mr. MANN: I am glad that I have got that
mter]‘(‘ectlon, because 1t has been sent round
the.bna,n_lber that I went down to Melbourne
to interview Deakin in connection with the
Federal elections. That is perfectly true. I
went down at the request of the Kidston com-
mittee to interview Deakin. That was before
the Kidston party coalesced with the Philp
party.

. %Ir. GRANT: What committee do you refer
to?

Mr, MANN: The hon. gentleman knows as
well as T do.

Mr. GraNT: Give s some of their names?
Mr. MANN: I am not going to give th
hont member that satisfactign. g o ¢
Mr. GRANT: They were the hon, members

now sitting behind you.
The SPEAKER: Order, order!

Mr. MANN: That is utterly incorrect. The
motion was carried at a meeting of the party.
There were ten members there.

Mr  Armey: The hon. member for .Rock-
hampton did not attend those meetings,

Mr. MANN: No. I went down at the re-
quest of that committee. I had a letter from
the secretary to that committee asking me to
see Deakin, and my mission to Deakin was to
ask him what was his policy, and to ask him
to put his policy before the country to see if
we could accept it, and fight for him.

Mr. AIREY: A perfectly legitimate mission.

Mr. Grant: To fight against the Labour
party.

Mr. MANN: That is not true. I told the
Federal Labour members when 1 was in Mel-
bourne, and I suggested to them that it would
be better for ther if the Labour and Kidston
parties fought the Queensland election to-
gether, as if we had the democratic and Lahour
parties fighting side by side we would sweep
Queensland at_the polls—we would win every
seut in Queensland. 1 said that there could be
two Labour senators and one Kidston senator,
and Senator Stewart could fight the Capri-
cornia clectorate against Archer; and, if that
were agreed to, we would sweep Queensland.
I am not ashamed of that mission at all. I
am not ashamed of my mission to Melbourne.
The only thing that T am ashamed of is that
democrats, with whom I was formerly asso-
ciated—or, rather, a few of them—are now
sitting over there supporting that tory crowd.

Mr. GravT: What did Deakin say?

Mr. MANN: I never saw Deakin on that
matter,  While I am dealing with the
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Federal members, I might perhaps turn to
the question of Federal and State finance.
(UGovernment laughter.) Before dealing with
that, T will quote what the hon. member for
Rockhampton, the present Premier, said about
the hon. member for Carpentaria, Mr. For-
svth, who is the present member for Moreton.
Tc will be found on page 310 of Hansard for
1903. The #enior member for Rockhampton
then said—

We all know the readiness of that hon. gentleman to
advire on all matters under heaven on the shortest
notice, and without stopping 1o think. lie is ready to
advise on any subject from the sharpemng of a peocil
to the fioating of a loan. So it is possible he may have
been advising the Government, and if this is so I would
advise the Government to change their adviser,

That was the opinion held by the member for
Rockhampton of the hon. mewmber for Moreton
in 1803, Of course, I could pick up equally
sharp criticisms by the hon. member for Moreton
on the Premier, but time will not permit. I
would just like to quote further from a remark
made by the Premier in the vame Hansard, 1903,
page 38, when he was ¢ ndemuing the financing
of the Philp Administration—financing which
was on the same lines as the financing now going
on under his guidance,
Mr. A1rey : That is so.

Mr. MANN : This is what he said—

In the face of the appeals made to them they had no
more control over the destinies of the people than a log
iloating on a torrent has power to guide the torrent.

And this will be found in the same Hansard at
page 40—

No sane man can come to any other conclusion than
that the extravagance or the incompetence of tle
present Ministry, or both, is responsible for the present
condition of the Treasury.

I might use the Premier’s words, and say the
same thing about himself now. I mentioned
how the Premier boasted about the increasing
railway revenue, but he forgot to mention that
the increasing expenditure had almost swal-
lowed it up. He boasted when sitting on this
side that he could cut down expenditure by
£500,000 without hurting the departments, and
he claimed that he would not do it by lowering
wages, which he considered to be false
economy. This is very significant. The ex-
penditure in 1907-8 was £4,373,196, and for
1608-9 it was £4,706,303. It was pointed out
last year that expenditure had incrcased over
revenue in the proportion of two to one. As
there was a nominal surplus of £115,000, but
a real surplus of £240,000, no great objection
could be raised to increasing expenditure so
long as the increase in revenue kept pace.
I have no objection to expenditure increasing
as long as it is warranted by increased
revenue and healthy conditions; but this
year, in spite of the fact that the revenue
1s the biggest in the history of Queensland,
the surplus was less than £10,000. And there
would have been no surpius but for the fact
that necessary work was suspended for the
time being. The increase in expenditure was
£508,000, and adding to that the £500,000
which the Premier boasted he could cut down
in expenditure, he has kept his promise to the
tune of about £1,000,000 on the wrong side—
that is to say, he is only about £1,000,000 out.
As against that large increase in expenditure
our revenue has only increased by £277,846.
The increased cxpenditure of £508,000 repre-
sents mnearly £1 per head for every man,
woman, and child-—-to be actually correct,
18s. 5d. for every unit of our popula-
tion—an almost unprecedented inorease in
Queensland’s history. It will be remem
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bered that in 1903 the Premier said that the
expenditure on services might be reduced by
£500,000, and the fulfilment of his promise is
seen in the figures I have quoted. Nearly
£1,500,000 of loan money was spent last year
by way of bocming revenue; yet we are within
a stone’s throw of a recurrence of deficits. We
have a surplus of a little overs £9,000, though
the revenue is the biggest on record. It is
evident that expenditure has been booming ab
a pace almost unprecedented. Victoria, South
Australia, and New South Wales can say they
were hampered by a declining revenue from
the Commonwealth, but Queensland has re-
ceived over £1,000,000 from that source, which
is a larger amount than before, so thal even
the palliation of this poor excuse is entirely
absent. With singular prudence and’ cunning
the Premier got out of the Treasury himself,
and is leaving some other unfortunate to get
the blame.

The TRrEASURER: I am quite ready for it.

~ Mr. MANN: I believe the hon. gentleman
is rcady. Ide can see the flooding of the
Treasury by a sea of deficits; and he stands,
like a second Mrs. Partington, with broom in
hand trying to sweep back the flood:; but he
hardly dares to lift the broom without con-
sulting tho Premier, who is, after all, the
Treasurer. And, when there is a success, he
takes credit for it; but when anything goes
wrong he allows the blame to be put on some-
body else. All the things that have met with
favour during the past five years the present
Government take credit for; but in the case
of anything that has not met with favour they
turn round and say, *Oh! Airey did that.”
When the hon. member for South Brisbane
was Treasurer he got a return prepared show-
ing the expenditure in establishing State
farms, and the late Minister for Agriculture
pointed out at Atherton how unwise it would
be to establish any more State farms, sceing
the unfortunate record, and when a murmur
of dissent ran round the room, he said, ** I am
not responsible for this return, it was that
terrible fellow, Mr. Airey.”

OrpOSITION MEMBERS:
laughter.

Mr. MANN: In 1903 the hon. member for
Rockhampton made a special indictment
against the Philp Government in connection
with soft billets in the public service, which
they seemed to regard as a sort of genteel
Dunwich for their friends. The extravagant
Philp made about 1,000 appointments in five
or six years; but the same thing is going on
now. If any man makes himself prominent in
an electorate represented by a member on the
Opposition side, and he can get the member
to go over to the other side he can get a nice
soft billet. That is what is said, and I believe
it is true. The number of billets created in
South Brisbane alone is sufficient to prove the
statement.

An HoNoURABLE MEMBER: Robinson did not
get a Government billet.

Hear,

hear! and

Mr. MANN: Robinson got a billet as secre-
tary to the People’s Progressive League.

Mr. D. HrntER: You don’t know anything
about it.

Mr. MANN: He got a billet on account of
his influence. The hon. member for Wool-
loongabba was induced to suppotrt the Go-
vernment, and Robinson was duly rewarded.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Do not make insinuations.
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3Mr. MANN: It is no insinuation at all. T
just wish to say a word or two
[10.30 p.m.jin regard to the Government pro-
gramme. I shall not deal with it
at any length, because I intend to speak
again on the Address in Reply, when I can
do it more fully; but I wish the House and
the country to understand that no faith can
be placed in the Premier. When he was at
Cairns, a deputation waited on him and
asked him, first, to bring forward this session
a Bill to regulate the traffic in Cairns, as they
wished to have it placed under the police. He
coes to a town, he recelves deputations, and
malkes lavish promis2s. I remember him say-
ing in heartfelt tones, that almost pierced my
heart, “I only hope I will be long enough in
power to do something for Cairns.” The
hon. gentleman is in power now. Why has
he not brought in that Bill? Then he pro-
mised an amendment of the Cairns Iiarbour
Board Act. We are often taunted by mem-
bers on the other side that we cannot agree
on any one point in our programme. INow, on
the other side are members who cpposed the
amendment moved by the hon. gentleman in
the original Cairns Harbour Board Bill to
give to one ratepayer one vote. The hon.
egentleman’s present friends will probably vote
against a similar amendment 1f I or some
other democratic member move to give one
ratopayer one vote. Then we are always told
that this Government want to expand the pro-
ductive capacity of the country. Another
deputation waited on thé Premier in Cairns in
regard to the matter of a loan for a butter
factory. Has the Premier attended to that.
or has he forgotten it? Because I may tell
the hon. gentleman that I have been inquiring
into the mattor, and I find that apparently
before a loan can be granted an enabling Bill
must be passed, as the Act provides only for
loans to factories manufacturing butter for
export. Now the Cairns people are in the
happy position of having a good local market,
and they are handicapped owing to the short
supplies of cream. They went to veryv con-
siderable expense in erecting a factory, and
all they ask now is for the Government to
step in and allow them to redeem the loan
that is held over their heads and give them a
breathing space in order to allow them to
pay a good price for cream and encourage
more scttlers to go in for dairying.

Mr. CorrEiL: The Government to find the
money ?

Mr. MANN: No; the Government will have
security for the money. The butter factory
m Cairns

Mr. MurrHy: They
medals for the show.

Mr. MANN: The Premier was very kind. T
sent in a letter pointing out that the Atherton
people could not exhibit in Cairns owing to the
fact that they would not risk their valuable
dairy stock coming down the range on trains
without Westinghouse brakes. The Acting Pre..
mier refused to give any medals because there-
were no more to be obtained. A gentleman
came down from Atherton and saw the Premier,
and the hon. gentleman told him he could have
the medals after I had been refused. There
were two rcasons why those medals werc given
in that way. In the first place, the Premier
wanted it clearly understood that he would do
nothing through me, and that somecbody else
will have to apply for everything. The second
reason was because the hon. member for Bris-
bane South brought up a little scandal in con-
nection with these medals. They were manu-
factured by a certain firm without tenders

will give you some
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being called; and it is a curious thing that
there is a gentleman named Kidston working
for that firm, and the Premier knew very well
that, if they did not get the medals, he would
offend every district that did not believe in
little games of that sort being played, and they
would be found voting against his candidates
owing to the scandal attaching to the manu-
facture of the medals. That is the second
reason why this Atherton centleman got the
medals. There are working jewellers in this
city besides this firm. I have known the same
thing happen before. I know the manager of
the Kamerunga Nursery used to get certain
work done by a cortain contractor without call.
ing for tenders. I got that stopped, and I
think this sort of thing should be stopped, too;
and the Premier might at least have the
courtesy to respond to the request made for
information. The hon. gentleman used to
complain bitterly in his ecarlv days in this
House about people in Rockhampton send-
ing requests to the Philp Government over
his head, and of their being granted by
the Government. He is playing the same
irick himself now with me. I can win the
seat without his paltry medals, and, if he
had any sense, the fit and proper thing to
do would be to grant requests made for some
dairy stock to be given as prizes. I will get
off that little business on to another little
business that I wish the House clearly to
understand. I could be much more nasty than
I am in regard to certain remarks that fell
from the Home Secretary with regard to cer-
tain members of the Ministry. The hon.
gentleman alleged that I was leasing land at
Atherton to Chinese. Now, 1 own no land at
Atherton, but some other people I could men-
tion do. I hold in my hand an extract from
the Courier of 14th August, 1897, containing
an account of certain police court proceedings
in connection with a breach of the Pacific
Islanders Act. This is the extract—

The case against James George Appel on a similar
charge was gone on with. MMy, Blair, instructed by Mr.
Price, appeared for the informant, and Mr. Sasche for
the defendant.

Mediin Mitchell, in his evidence, stated that on the
2nd Angust, whilst at the Hamilton, he saw a black boy
lead a horse along the road to a blacksmith’s shopand
back again to defendant’s residence.

The islander deposed that he was not in the employ
of the defendant. Mrs. Appel had engaged him, and he
had been in her employ for the last four months.

Mr. Sasche asked for a dismissal on the ground that
the evidence disclosed no breach of the Act by the
defendant.

The bench, without retiring, dismissed the case, but
no costs were allowed.

The hon. gentleman was summoned, but he
was not man enough to take the blame him-
self-—he shoved it on to his wife. If the
Lon. gentleman believed what he said about
the blood and sweat of kanakas manuring the
fields of Northern Queensland, he sits on that
side with members who have been a great deal
worse than I have been. I have never made
any attempt to deny the fact that I employed
kanakas, because everybody in the sugar in-
dustry employed them, for the reason that the
price we received for our cane was 11s. a ton,
and we were charged 1s. 6d. a ton for rent or
royalty. The average rate for cutting cane
with white labour was about 8s. per ton, and
at the price of 11s, a ton that would leave us
about 8s, 6d. a ton for planting the cane,
weeding it, and looking after it until it reached
maturity. Under those circumstances, I make
no apology for employing kanakas. I simply
say that I had to pay £50 to the Colonial Sugar
Refining Company to be allowed to break my
agreement with them and to be allowed to
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employ white labour. I paid the £50 qheerfully,
and I can say that I was the first white man in
the Hambledon district to register the whole of
my farm for white labour, and the only man
who went through with white lakour from
start to finish, when every other farmer belong-
ing to the Colonial Sugar Refining Company
was squeezed back into black labour.

Mr. Airry: You employed them legally—
ot 1llegally.

Mr. MANN : Yes, I employed them legally.

Mr. D. HuNTER: Because they were cheap.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MANN: I have tried to explain, but I

cannot make a wooden man like the hon.
member understand.

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope the hon.
member will not be turned aside by these inter-
jections from the course of his speech.

Mr. MANN: I do not wish to delay hon.
members any longer, as I see them looking at
the clock, and 1 know that they wish to catch
their trains. I may say that { am-in thorough
accord with the amendment moved by the
leader of the Opposition, Last night it was
asserted on the fHoor of this House that I was
afraid to announce, so that the Hansard re-
porters could hear, that I was in favour of a
land tax. I am not the least bit afraid to let
my views on the subject be known. I am
not the least bit afraid of whatever Govern-
ment takes the place of the present Govern-
ment imposing a land tax which will not be just
and equitable. I have always been in favour
of a land tax, for this reason: thata large area
of land which should be under cultivation is
still lying waste, and is owned by men who
pay nothing for it, while a man who culti-
vates his land or uses it in some practical way,
and gets a crop of cane or other produce from
it over the value of £200, has to pay income
tax. I maintain that a land tax would be a
fairer tax for the farmer than an income tax,
as under a land tax a man who owns land but
does not use it would be compelled to pay as
nmiuch as or more than the man who does use
it. I also hold that a special tax should be
imposed on absentee landowners, and that a
special tax should be imposed on big estates
so as to compel the owners to break them up
and sell o farmers at a reasonable rate. The
hon. member for Bulloo pointed out this after-
noon how the Government are imposing taxa-
tion on men who are now buying land by
charging them as high as £14 an acre for the
land they purchase. Though a farmer, I have
leng been an advocate of a land tax, for the
reasons I have just given. I know land in my
own district which was taken up as far back as
1890 or 1891, and which is still lying idle. That
land was bought from the Government at £1
per acre, and if I went to buy it now I would
havo to pay £5 or £6 an acre for it, and that
increase in price means far more than a land
tax would amount to. The white settler who
wishes to make a living on the land at Ather-
ton has to go some miles from the railway,
when, at the same time, there are thousands
and thousands of acres of good land much
nearer to the line, which are still lying idle,
and the cwners of which are waiting for the
unearned increment. During the land boom
some -of that land was sold for as much as £8
and £10 an acre. The men who bought that
land are paying a very much higher tax than
a land tax would amount to, and they have to
pay the whole sum in a very short time, in-
stead of paying a little each year, as they
would do under a land tax. I have been taxed
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in that way myself, having had to pay £10
an acre for land which was bought for £2
an acre, and I had to pay that sum within
seven yeavs. I should not have felt an annual
land tax half as badly as I felt the payment of
that price for the land within seven years.

The STCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: But that
land was cleared, wasn’t it?

Mr. MANN: It is true that it was cleared,
but the virgin fertility had been taken out
of the land.

The SECRETARY FOR RarLwavs: How many
years had it been cropped?

Mr. MANN: Fifteen years. I would rather
have felled the scrub in the first place than
have got the land after it had been cropped
for some years. It would have been cheaper
for me to have done so, and I should have
got a much bigger crop of cane off it. For
the reasons I have given I shall vote for the
amendment moved by the hon. member for
Fortitude Valley., It will be a good thing if
the Couricr Ministry, the Pastoral Associa-
tion’s Ministry, the squatter Ministry, and
the bank and land monopoly Ministry is
wiped out of existence, and a 3linistry which
has the interests of the people at heart is put
into its place. (Government laughter.)

Mr. MULCAHY (Gympic): 1 beg to move
the adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed.

The resumption of the d=bate was made an
Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

The House adjourned at fifteen minutes to
11 o’clock.





