
 
 
 

Queensland 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Debates 
[Hansard] 

 
Legislative Assembly 

 
 

TUESDAY, 20 JULY 1909 
 

 
 

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy 
 



Ad,iou1·nment E:rtraordinar,y. [20 JULY.] Personal Explanation. 285 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 20 JOLY, 1909. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. J. T. Bell, Dalup) took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPER. 

The following paper, laid on the table, was 
ordered to be printed :-Annual report of the 
DepMtment of Public Lands for the year 1gos. 

ELECTIONS TRIBU:'fAL ACT. 
PANEL OF A SSESSOI!S. 

The SPEAKER: Pursuant to the recluire­
ments of the Elections Tribunal Act of lSSG, I 
now, by leave of the House, lay on the table 
my warrant nominating the panel of assessors 
for the trial of election petitions during the 
present session. 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 1. 
AssEx·i. 

The SPJ~AKER announced the receipt of a 
message from His Exc~llency the Lieutenant­
Governor, assenting, in the name anrl on behalf 
of His Majesty, to Appropriation Bill No. 1. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. JENKINSON (Fassijern): I desire to 
make a personal explanation. In last Friday's 
Courier appeared the following:-

It is neces~ary to refer to ::\Ir. Jenkinson, who voted 
for his own appointment as Speaker. 

That is a malicious, deliberate, and unjmtifiable 
perversion of the tNth. On page 8 of Hansard 
is reported the speech which I made on the occa­
sion of the el.-ction of Speaker, and I intend to 
repeat it to the House. I may mention that an 
extract from my speech conveying similar senti­
ments was published the followinl( morning in 
the Courier, so that there is absolutely no justi­
fication for the statement it made about me. On 
page 8 of Hnnsa1·d is the folio wing report of 
what I said-

! merely rose now that I might make the statement 
that I was anxious to record my vote. On n, snbsew 
quent occasion~! will not detain you now-but on a 
subsequent occasion I shall probably have the oppor­
tunity of telling you, as well astlle country, why I did 
not want to support JOU, ~ir. There are reasons '\Vby I 
am not doing it at the prm•ent juncture. I wanted to 
recor(l that vote. and, as ym1 know perfectly well, it 
could not bP. done nnle"S there was some other nomma­
tion made. I announced to members sitting on the 
other side that I declined to take the position, even if 
the votes were suffif'.icnt to put me there, anrl I only 
consE'nted to my name being snbmitterl to the HrJuse in 
order to enable the v-ote to be rec01·ded. 

The hon. member for Brisbane South l\fr. 
Airey, confirmed that statement in the fullowing 
words:-

I think it is my duty to rise to confirm the statement 
just made by tbe hon. member for Fassifern. He came 
to me and said, '' I am allmving myself to be nominated 
simply that a vote may be taken on the (1nestion of the 
candidature of the hon. member for Dalbv .. After 
that," he said, "I shall withdraw my nominat.ion." 

An HoNOUI\Al3LE MEMBER: A quibble. 

Mr. Jenkinson.] 
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Mr. JEXKIKSOX : It is a lie deliberately 
told. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Did you never intend to 
submit your nomination? 

Mr. JEKKIKS0.0f: It was never submitted 
to the House. 

ADDRESf.: IN REPLY. 
\VANT OI<' CoNFmENct·; MoTION-IiESU>IPTION 

OF DEBA'I'E. 

11r. HUXHAM (Brisbane South), who was 
greeted with "Hear, hearil" from Labour mem­
bers, said : \Vhen I entered this House last year, 
beside·• the members of my own party, the 
members who made my a·1vent more comfor­
table thm• it would have bPen otherwise were the 
late Speaker, yourself, Sir, the Minister for LRnd,, 
and the hon. member fol' Fassifern. It is very 
awkward for a new member when he enters a 
Chamber such as this, as he finds himself sur­
rounded by men experienced in the forms and 
procedure of the House, which are quite new to 
him. I must say that to the late Speaker I owe 
my sincere thanks for the kindly manner in 
which he received many crudities which must 
have fallen from me during my first session. 
And it is in no mere formal manner that I make 
this acknowledgment of him, and that I also 
record my thanks for the generous treatment 
I have received at your hands, JI.Ir. Speaker. 
Therefore I am pleased to see you occupying 
that chair in succession to the late Hon. John 
Leahy, and I hope during your tenure of office 
you will have the support of all hon. members of 
this House, and your duties will not be at all 
oneroue, but a pleasure to you. Naturally in 
speaking from this side of the HousP, it will be 
expected that I shall support the amendment 
moved by the lettder of the Opposition to the 
motion of the adoption of the Address in Reply. 
During the time I have been in this House, I 
have seen tt gradual whittling away of support 
from the present Government-that the Govern­
ment headed by the Premier has been gradually 
losing the confidence, not only of members of 
the House, but "!so of the electors. (Hear, 
hear 1) Further than that., not only has he lost 
the confidence of the House, but if you take into 
consideration the reception the Govemmen t has 
received from the time the coalition was brought 
about up to the present, I feel perfectly satisfied 
that it has also lost the confidence of the 
country. \Ve ho.ve had experience, as far as 
the Government is concerned, in the several 
addresses that have been made in the North, 
in the ·west, and also in South Brisbane. Of 
course, I cannot speak with eny great amount 
of authority as far as the North and \V f'St is 
concerned, hut I can speak with something likP 
authority as to the treatment that was mNerl 
out to the Premier when he endeavoured to ad­
dress a body of electors in South Brisbane, on 
that Saturday night some few weeks back, and I 
m us~ admit 1 was 11ever in an aseembly d people 
where the reproach of the peop:e was so vro­
nounced-where the bitterness against the Chief 
Secretary wa.s so marked-where he could have 
received' a worse reception than he did at the 
hands of the electors of South Brisbane. One 
felt at. the time a certain amount of pity-pity 
that the Premier did not recognioe the dignity of 
his position-and that when he found the people 
would not hear him--would not listen to him-it 
would J.ave been far better if he had sim!Jly 
retired from a false position of addressing elec­
tors who would not hear him, and who gave him 
an opportunity of retiring. 

The TREASURER: The majority were anxious 
to hear him. 

[Mr. J enkinson. 

::\Ir. HuXHA:\1: I cannot understand how 
the Trt:.tsurer can say that the pee>ple were 
anxion' to hear him. 

The TREASURER: I was present. 

Mr. HUXHAM : So was I present, and 
several other hon. members were also present. 
I do not say the hon. gentleman was not present, 
because I saw the hon. gentleman applauding 
very much on different points. 

Mr. Bow~lAN : He was in the dress circle. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. HUXHAl\1: Yes, he was in the dress 
circle and seemed to be enjoying himself, but 
as fa~ as the hulk of the audience was concerned, 
I must admit I was never at such a pande­
tnonium. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: \V ere you not 
ashamed of them? 

Mr. HGXHAM: No. The people of South 
Brisbane recognised the Premier as one who had 
committed himself-he appealed to the electors 
as the protector of the constitutional question, 
and a few months afterwards he coale;ced with 
the senior member for Townsville. \Ve haYe.to 
reco<mise this point: that when the Premrer 
cam~ out on the constitutional question, he had 
the bulk uf the people behind him. 

The SECRETARY ]'OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : He 
has them still. 

Mr. BowMAN : Don't you wish it was so ? 

Mr. HUXHA~I : The Premier came out as 
tlw lettder of the people on the great consti­
tutional question, and we know very. :vell, fr?m 
then until just prior-tn- the coalrtwn bemg 
brought about, how the Pre!llier :vas deliberately 
acting in the matter of deal m>< wrth them. But, 
goin" back to the time the Premier announced 
his f.~mous programme, known as the "Rock­
hampton Programm0,', we recognised that there 
was noo much in it to which anybody could take 
excepti,m. That is the programm: the Go­
vernment is supposed to be supportrng at the 
present time whtreas we know, from the utter­
~nces that 'were made during the election in 
the Moreton, th~tt this programme is to be 
very largely cut into. The Prermer opened 
his Rockharnpton vrograrnme wrth the announce­
me'!t that there should be no coalition with the 
Philp party. That was one of the fundamen.tal 
factors. Further than that, we find that durrng 
the last election the people had some faith .that 
the Premier would ha ··e adhered to his prorrnse­
that there :<hould be absolutely no coalition 
with the Philp party. It was evident that on 
the constitutional question there was no love 
lost between the Premier 9,nd the hon. member 
for Townsville but there was so little difference 
between the p;ogramrnes, that 'Ye find the h~Jn. 
membt:.r for Townsville was destrous of meeting 
and joining the coalition !J"yvernment. \Ve fin;i 
that as soon as thrs coalrtwn W.1S formed-thrs 
coalition which was going to do such a great 
amount of good-the Government supporters 
have been gradually wlnttled awav .. At th.e 
time the coalition was brought about, srx of h!S 
supporters- two 1\Iinisters of the Crown -
deliberately left him.. Immedr:1te]y alter . we 
find three others left blln, and, durwg tiH' last 
recPS', still others have left the bon .. ~entleman. 
The Premier who started the coahtron on the 
most fav<mra\lle terms-with a following ?f forty­
eight-thought that that state e>f affarrs was 
likely to continue, but we find at the pn•sent 
time, instearl of the strong Government th~t he 
was advocating so strenuously-that he belreved 



A Td!'fss in Rtpfy. L2) JuLY.] Add1·ess in Reply. 287 

in sosin~erPly, and for which, I must say, he had 
been working most strenuously since l!l07-
has gradually dropped to a follu .ving at the 
present time, including himself, Sir, of some 
thirty-six members. \Vhat I consider the position 
of the Premier is this-that having so misled the 
country, having so taken advantage of the confi­
dence reposed in him at the time of the last 
election-I think he must feel very keenly that 
the regard he was then held in has abs.,lutely 
vanished, and that it is time for him to send in 
his resignation and give some other Government 
a chance of being formed. 
0PPOHITIO~ J\IE>IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. HUXHAM: I do not see why the 
affairs of the country shonld be retarded by the 
Premier hanging on to the Treasury benches, 
when I believe that much good could be effected 
by a healthy change of h1s position from that 
side of the House to this. I am not going to 
say that at the present time any of us welcome 
an election, but at the same time I believe that 
were we to go to the country this side of the 
House would come back largely reinforced. 

OPPOSITION J\fE?JIBERS : Hear, hear ! 

::\It·. D. HuNTER: I believe you would go out. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

::\Ir. HUX HAM : As far as that is concerned, 
it is not a matter of great importance to me; if 
I met with defeat, I should not squeak, and if I 
met with a victory I should not be one to blow 
about it. I can take defeat as well as any man, 
and at the same time I think I can bear a vic­
tory with all becoming modesty, and if the hon. 
member for \Voolloongabba were as wre of his 
seat for \Voolloongabba as I am for Brisbane 
South he could go to bed and rest very quietly 
till to-morrow. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Why not take my offer? 

Mr. HUXHAM: I am sure that as the hon. 
member deals so largely in dreams--

Mr. BmniAN : And nightmares. 

Mr. HUXHAM : And nightmares, he must 
have been having a most disquieting time of it. 
(Laughter.) If he takes the meeting in South 
Brisbane w hi eh I referred to as an indication of 
general disapproval, nobody could have a rockier 
time than the hon. gentleman. 

::\Ir. D. HUNTER: And you made a presenta­
tion to a man who was the greatest trouble at 
the meeting. 

Mr. HUXHAM: The hon. gentleman is 
speaking of an olcl vetemn in the Labour army 
whom the member.s of the South Brisbane 
\Vorkers' Political Organisation delighted to 
honour. He is an old man, in his sixty.fourth 
ye«r, and cannot hope to gain one iota out of any 
social recognition th>t\ may take place, but so 
devoted is this old gentleman to the Labour 
movement that he is working every ounce in him 
for other.,, 

Mr. D. HuNTER: How was he acting at the 
meeting? 

Mr. HUXHA:i\f: p,trdon me, I am speaking 
of a m:.tter which I think the hon. member 
ought to bten very quietly t?. I am paying 
honour to a worthy man ; and 1f the hon. mem­
ber were to ~ive me the chance of laying my 
views before the Chamber as readily as I gave 
him the chance when he wa3 speaking the other 
day, he would only be doing me justice. How­
ever, if the hon. member will not do it, of c mrse 
I must put up with it; but to go back to my 
subject. This old man-who can gain nothing 

out of the social reforms which I hope will 
eventuate in this Hnuse at .an early date-was 
honoured by the \Vorkers' Political Organisation 
by being given a present as a mark of their affEc­
tion ; and to hear the hon. member tor \Voolloon­
gabba trying to bring that old g-entleman into 
ridicule is one of the scandals which have been 
perpetmted in this Chamber during this debate, 
and at the present time--

The SPEA.KE11: Order! The hon. member 
wiilnot be in order in speaking of the action of 
hon. members as scandalous, or of being engaged 
in scaudalH. 

Mr. HUXHAM : I do not wish to infringe 
the forms of the House, bnt I feel very warmly 
on the subject. I beg to withdraw the remark. 
I say this much : that for the hon. member for 
\Voolloongabba to have drawn attention par­
ticularly to this old gentleman in the manner 
he has done, does not reflect any credit upon the 
hon. member. But I wish to deal with tbe hon. 
member with regard to the unseemly remark he 
made in this Chamber the othtr day, when he 
referred to that meeting of Labour members and 
their wives. Let him slate us as much as he 
likes-that is a p~rt of the game, everybody is 
open to criticism here, and we are prepared to 
return it-but I maintain that where the wives 
of members are dragged in, it is not a fair thing 
to the hon. memh.-r whom he is addressing, nor 
to the wife to whom he is referring, and if tbe 
hon. member were to repeat that remark to me 
outside in ridicule of my wife, then there would 
be " wigs on the green." (Laughter.) 

Mr. D. HUNTER: I will go out now if you 
like. · 

Mr. HUXHAM: I am prepared to meet you 
any time you like. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : The hon. member 
did not particularise any one's wife. 

Mr. HUXHAJ\1: The hon. member made it 
so openly, and the jeer was so marked, because 
the hon. member, when the remark was made, 
seemed to gloat over the fact that I resented a 
remark which did not refer to my wife but to 
wives generally. I sincerely hope that I shall 
never utter anything in this HousR attributing 
either by ridicule or imputation anything against 
the wives of members on the other side of the 
House. 

Mr. J. :i\I. HUNTER: Or any other. 

Mr. HUXHAM: It was offensive and scan­
dalous, and I resented it very much. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: No one mentioned your wife. 

Mr. HUXHAM: You did nut, but it was so 
very broad that I very naturally took exception 
to it, and the hon. member did not apolog-ise at 
the time ; he simply went on as much as to say, 
"It shot home, and I have not very much com­
passion for :'on for having been present with 
yonr wife." 

Mr. D. HCNTER: The shce seems to fit. 

1\lr. HUXHAM: It is just a' well to deal 
with that m·•tter now, becatHe I think anyone 
who takes advantage of his p)sition as a mem­
ber of this Cbamb?r to reter to people at a 
public meeting, when he is afraid to deal with 
them outside, is guilty of political cowardicA. 
He abo took advantage of the forms and pre­
cedents of this Honse to utter rerrutrkR against a 
gentleruan snnply because bis utterances ''~'ere 
not in accord with those of the hon. member for 
\Voolloongabba. He referr, d t.o a contractor. 
One contractor came to me-there were two 
present-and he told me that the hon. member 

Mr. Hua:ham.] 
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for Woolloongabba wa• one of those who ha<l, in 
1890, in a trade' society desired to cut the painter 
from the old country and to go on its own. 

Mr. D. Hu;-;TER: It is a fable. 

:i\fr. BowMAN : True, all the same. 

Mr. HUXHAM: He separated from the 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters simply be­
cause he wanted the superannuation scheme tbat 
was then in force to be set aside, and to start on 
your own. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: You had better go on facts. 

Mr. HUXHA:\1 : I have simply got to take 
the statements of this contractor himself, because 
he worked with the hon. member for \Voolloon­
gabba at the time, and it was carried by a bare 
majority that the Amalgamated Society of Car-

penters should remain intact and 
[4 p.rn.] keep affiliated with the society at 

home. Jf the hon. member was so 
smart in his business himself thP.t he coulcl point 
out to this contractor what to do, it is a wonder 
that he never became a contractor himself. 

Mr. D. HuNTER: Don't miss the point. The 
point is that he was opposed to increasing the 
wages. 

Mr. HUXHAM: As a matter of fact, the 
contractor referred to denies that at any time he 
paid a lnwer rate of wages than the rate fixed 
here. The hon. member said that a man who 
wc,rked for this contractor complaimd that he 
did not pay him the ruling rate of wages. 

Mr. D. HcNTER: That is not the point. 
Come to the point. (Opposition laughter.) 

::\Ir. HUXHAM: I cannot come to the· point 
more deliberately than that. (Hear, hear!) He 
told me that he never paid lower than the ruling 
rate of wages. 

Mr. D. Hl:N'i'ER: 'l'hat is not the point. 

Tbe SPEAKER : Order ! I would draw the 
attention of the hon. member for \Voolloongabba 
to ~he fact that this is a parliamentary debate. 
The hon. member has the right, with the per­
mission of the Honee, to rise and make a per· 
sonal explanation if he wishes to do w, but it is 
quite against the forms of the House to sit down 
and make a running commentary on the speech 
of an hon. member. 

OrPOSITIOX ::\1El\IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. HUXHAM: I will not go further into 
that matter. I have no wish to say anything 
that is not true, nor do I wish to say anything 
that wili hurt tbe hnn, member in any sense, bat 
what I do say is this: That a member of this 
House should be careful ahout uttering state­
ments in this Chamber which he would not 
utter outside when he has not got the privilege 
of thiR House to protect him. That is only a 
fair thing. I think that the hon. member for 
Woollonngabba should take the earliest oppor­
tunity to adjust his disagreeme[lts with this 
contractor in a manly sort of way, and the thing 
would then be settled. However, I have done my 
duty to the contractor, because I have his word 
for it that he never paid lower than the ruling 
rate of wages. 

Mr. D. HUNTER : I would like to say some­
thing on the matter. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Do I understand 
that the hon. member for \Voolloongabba is rising 
to make a personal explanation ? 

::\fr. D. HUNTER: Just so. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I understand that 
the hon. mer., her wishes to refer to some state­
ment in regard to himself which he wishes to 
correct. 

[Mr. H uxham. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Yes, that is so. I just 
want to inform the hrm. member· for Bri•bane 
South that I never said that this man paid a 
lower rate. vVhat I said was that when we were 
fighting for an increase of wages this man was 
the chief opponent of it. 

Mr. HUXHAl\1 : I will leave that matter 
now. I ha.ve only done the right thing by the 
man who told me about it. I was dealing with 
the question of the coalition. I must say that 
from -the time this coalition was formed until the 
present time it has had chunks knocked off it. 
Its main buttresses have been carried !tway; 
MinisterR have left it, and members have left it, 
until we find the Government having but a bare 
majority. 

::\Ir. BmnrAN: It wants a new lock, stock, 
and barrel. 

Mr. HUXHAM: At the present time it 
wants a most radical change in the Government, 
and there shonld be an early transfer--

::\Ir. l\1cLLAX: There should be a new Govern· 
ment altogether. 

Mr. HUXHA::\I: There should be a transfer 
of the Government from the Treasury benches to 
this side of the Honse. (Hear, hear !) I believe 
that, if that were done, the country would be on 
the high road to prosperity. \Ve hear at the 
present time of what is proposed to be done. A 
programme has been laid before us by the Govern­
ment which, I admit, is very nice on p1per, and 
there are some things in it which one can appre­
ciate very mnch, as, for instance, the new Licen­
sing Bill, a \V ages Boards Act Amenrlment Bill, 
a \Vorkers' Dwellings Bill, a Trade Disputes 
Bill, a Pure Food and Drugs Bill, and "Mining 
on Private Lo.nds Bill. These are all good Bills, 
and, if they contam principles which are accept­
able to the members of the L~bour party, they 
will receive the very best attention of mem­
bers on this side. 

Mr. MuLCAHY: It depends on the form in 
which they are br.)Ught in. 

Mr. HUXHAM: The programme, as it 
appears, is a good one ; but we do not accept it 
at its face value. \Ve had an experience of that 
during the last session of Parliament when a 
vVorkers' Dwellings Bill was brought in, and we 
know that that Bill was nothing but a sham, 
Such a Bill could not be accepted by this side 
of the House or by anyone who wanted to bring 
about a better state of affairs so far as the 
workers are concerned. According to that Bill 
anyone who wanted to put up a house volued at 
£200 would need to have £50 in cash, and he 
also would need to have land valued ctt something 
like £30, so that be would have to supply a~ 
least two-fifths of the value of toe phce himself. 
It was never intended that the Bill, as framed, 
should answer such a purpose as supplying 
workers with homes at a low interest charge. 

::\Ir. BmniAN: X or as it was advocated by the 
Treasurer. 

The TREASURER : It could have been amended 
in Committee. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. HUXHA1f: As a matter of fact, we 
found that the Bill was inimical to the interests 
of the building societies ; we saw deputations 
coming to the Government desirous of laying their 
case before them, and as a result the Bill was 
withdrawn. I was pleased to see it withdrawn 
myself. \Vhat hope have we got that it will be 
introducerl this .session in any b'·'tter form than 
it was last session? At the present time I do 
not think that the Government means any busi­
ness in connection with that Bill, 
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The TREASt:REH : You will get an opportunity 
d dealing with it this session. 

Jlilr. MITCHELL : I do not think so. 

Mr. HUXHAl\1: ·whatever party it comes 
from no one would welcome it more than the 
Labour party if it were accep.able to m in 
supplying good homes for the workers. The 
q'overnment cannot be too radical in its legisla­
tiOn for U''· It absolutely cannot be too radical. 
"\V e are prepared to take it up as well as other 
Biils and make them as grand measures as the 
people could wish to have. But if this \Vorkers' 
Dwellings Bill is to be of the same form as the 
one introduc.:d last year, and the other Bilis are 
~o be dealt with similarly, then there is nothing 
m them that we cw welcome. \Vhen I see t!:Je 
Governrnent bringing forwa,rrl such an elaborate 
programme as this it reminds rne very much of 
the man who SCattered his cheques abOLlt and 
people began to be annoyed at these cheques 
<!oming back to them, so thrtt when he pre·"ented 
another cileque it was not taken at its full value 
as there. \Vas no assura;nce of security. So we 
value this programme m the same Wdy. It b 
apJ.Jamntly a good one when you tirst look at it, 
but when y1;n corne to analyse it '\Ve find there 
is nothing in it to make us feel at all pleased 
with the manner in wllich the Government has 
brought thern forward. \\1Tc do not trust the 
Governn1ent in this nu.th·r, and it is b~ca.u~e 
of _tb:tt that we think e,n opportunity 
should b£· given to the people of having a 
new Govern m· nt which w-ill bring in rnea­
enres in accordanc8 with the people'lj needs. 
Now, a~ Ltr as the Guverntnent js concerned, 
t~1ere are n~t ::-n1ly sins of cornmi.-;~ion) but al.'l'J 
sms of ornhston, and that in a v~~ry n1uked 
degree. As far a·, the Trades Di,putes Bill is 
~~~ncerued, I c )uld 1;ot he1 p being struck by a c_ut­
tmg that appeared In t~e 1'clcr;ravh of tbe 18th 
1\ovP,nber, Ja,t year. Thi' i.< 'w!u1t it said-

_It ha'!< been stated by good authority thnt the Trade 
Dt;:;pntes Bill will not contain any re!'c~l'en<~e \vhat.evcr to 
the s:tEeglwrdiug of funds accnrllulated for politic.tlpur­
poses. 

I do not lmow if thi3 i' to apply to the Trade 
Disputes Bill of this se··sion-t:,at it is w>t to 
give the trades unions the san1c Rt·cnritv th:'-t 
operates in the Trade Un·"on:J Bill of" Great 
Britain; bu\ if it i::; not on ali-fourH \-dth the 
pr\)vi~ions of the Bill in the old conntry) it \vill 
not b accepto}Jle to thi< House. \Ye have had 
expcri~nce in the past of unionR being n1ulcted 
of their money because certain members have 
cornmitteri the1n~elves unknown to the unions, 
~ne! the funds h>tve thereby ~ecn:ne impo\~er­
lshed; and no lllkasure that will ll'Jt give the 
unions immnnity in that re pect will be accept­
able to this side. I now wish to refer to certain 
matters in connection with the lmn. \V e h ,_d 
an idPa at the time it was flD>tted fhat it w1,u1d 
possibly be floated at a premium. It waB stated 
in the Preso that it wrr; anticip'Lled that the 
loan in the early put of this y• er would go off 
at par or at a preminrn; hut., \vhen the Prerni(_"r 
told us the other afternnon that the loan netted 
no more than £9-111:-;. fkL, it is one of those mat­
ter, that must be decried from this side. On 
n1aking an analysL~, we find that it is the wor -t 
re.~mlt that has taken place since 1887. The 
loan in that year was a very bad one. ·when 
the lo"n nf HJ02 wa' fl,,,ted there wa'l a great 
song nLtde abuut the hon. 1nen1ber fnr Towns­
ville's non-succt S-3 of his loan, and tbouo·h the 
price only amounted to £()2 we fi!ld that the 
average \V~ut up ren1arkaLiy weJl~it reached 
£0516s. At the time that l,•an wa:-; floated thing-a 
were excee~llngly bad, and although 1nnch ex­
travagance had taken place durin,; the period of 
the continuous Government, I cannot blame the 
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hon. member for Townsville, who was then Pre­
mier, for the non-succe>S of that loan, because it 
was an unfortunate time to borrow. It must be 
borne in mind that WP pay for the underwriting­
of our loan, and at the time this last loan was 
floated the condition of the London moneym>uket 
wa" not bad. If the Secretary for Lands were 
present, I would like to tell him he was in 
error in s:cying- tt at the condition of the money 
market was bad. It was bad only to the 
State, because it was forced on the L•mdon 
money market, with the rewlt that the sub­
scribing public only came forward to take up 
16 per cent. of the loan. \Vhen the hon. member 
for :Nundah was speaking, the Treasurer inter­
jected that the Canadbn :tnd Indian loans were 
worse, bnt th:.t is not the case. Canadtt floated 
a loan of £6,500,000, which panned out at £US 
~~s., and the underwriters only had to take up 
DD per cent. 

The TuE,iSCREH: It did not pan out as well as 
that. 

}Ir. RUXHA:'\1: That means that th~ sub­
scnbing public were willing- to take up 43 per 
cent, which is absolutely favonr~ble ~olBiderino­
the )ligher pricA paid, awl the confidence they 
had m the loan floated. 

The TREAsl·mm: h was a 3~ per cent. loctn. 

l'Ir. HF:S::IL\.:\1: Xo: it w ts a 3\> per cent. 
loan. I adtnit that thE Canadian Governrnent 
fioa,ted their ltJan on different lin?~; but tllat is 
a ma\ter that could operate here hy making- the 
bond' suffidently small for the general public to 
take them up. lt would be an :thsolute saving 
to the ;-)Late; and even if it w,~re not a saving it 
is far be··ter to encourage the local people. to 
invest in the stock \Ve h:-n e to offer, and so keAp 
both intere::;t and cctpital in the plu<..:e. I \Vish 
now to ::;ay a vvord with reference to our finances 
generally. \Ve find that Queens'and at the 
prE ,ent time ia the c,nly S~aSe that has not a 
:;inking fund. I know that the question of a 
sinking fnnd dom; not appeal t,_. lwn. 1uemberE. 
generally; and one me m brer has asked, ''\V hat 
are you going to do with your Inoner if you 
f'Stcd)li~h a sinking fund--are you goin~· to di'g a 
hole in the ground and bury it:·' A sinking fund 
is never used for that purpo.,e. A sinking fund 
ii; e .,tablished for the purpose of p>eying off loans 
as they nu<ture. In five or six year.< we shall 
have lnans Inottnring to the extent of son1ething 
like £15,000,000; and it see111s busines.,like that 
we should provide a fund from which to meet 
those l1>ans as thev becmne due. \Ve know tbat 
the \Vestralian "Government has done e;ood 
business as far :;1s a s·~nking fund 1s Cllll­

cerned. She accumulated £2,000,000, but did not 
dig a hole 'md bury that money. \Vha'. >he does 
is to go into the Lrmdon nwney market, and 
when her stock is fiuating abuut she takes 
~t up at varyir1g di:::Dount::; up to 14 per cent. 
It means that she is simply Luyi1lg back stoek 
th<tt she has fi•Jatecl, thereby impr<>ving her i btus 
in the money rn:trket. The debt inter, 't per head 
of population i~ lower in \Vestern ---~llstr,dia th~n 
b any other State in the ComnNnw<·alth, and 
considering the Rati::,factnry re.·mh:; achieved by 
the establishment of a sinking fun:l, ,,.e cannot 
do betLer than follow her e'ample. 'l'bere are 
three reasnr1s why a sinking fund should be esta­
blished: :Firstly, it is busin'-'islike; "ec mdly, it 
i' expedient; and, thirdly, it is honest. In 
ti-nes of stres,, Lhe m:tn who has conducted his 
business on ~ound Iinrs more re tdily obtains 
credit than the mau who has net been ,,o busi­
nesslike; and we >lwuld do in con nee Lion with 
the bu"iness of the t-itate what we do in 
connection with our own bu~ine . .;;~, and tnake 
ample provi.3ion in good tinH:ls fnr ti1nes of 
crises. \Ye float a lor,n for a terrn of fifty 

Mr. Huxham.] 
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yearR. Some hon. members may eay, "It is 
all very well, but at the end of fifty years we 
can renew the loan." But we might strike a 
very bad time at. the end pf that period. There 
were numerous financi:tl cris(S anrl panicH during 
the last century, and between 186(} and the pre­
sent time Queensland herself has passed through 
several crises, and we should take warnings frn1n 
the lessons of the peHt. During the year 1907 
there was a terrible financial criois which affected 
the money market of the world. Compared with 
the prices in 1897, British consols fell from 112J: to 
86; French rentes from 102~ to 115; Germ'll funds 
from 116 to SG; Indian conso:s from !)6 to 77'1:; and 
l'\ew South Wales stocks from 10(j~ to 9fi. That 
is, the respective falls were £26, £7, £10, £19, 
and £11. In Queensland we had a terrible 
time in 18G6, and the Government of the day 
wanted to float some £300,000 worth of intermin­
able" green backs." In 1890 money was tight, 
and we know how badly the State fared in181l3. 
I am well wit.hin the mark when I say that we 
are just recovering now from the effects of the 
crisis of 1893. If you were to go up and down 
(.tueen street at the pr~sent time, I am perfectly 
satisfied that 90 per cent. of the Hmall shop­
keepers--not those in a large way of business­
would tell you that things were never so bad as 
now. 

The SECRETARY l!OR ::\fiNES : Business people 
a! ways say that. 

Mr. HDXHAM: Considering that I have 
been trading for some ymrs, I ettn say that I had 
a better time in 1894 and 189G than at the pre­
sent time. That is simply because competition 
is now so keen and bitter, and thoqe men who 
have to meet their engagements by buying 
locally force people who are in a better way to 
come down to their low price', so that things are 
very bad indeed as far as the small shopkeepers 
are concerned. 

Mr. THORN : The one-man shopkeepers that 
you are crushing. 

Mr. HUXHAM : The hon. member cannot 
mention one man who can point the finger at me. 

Mr. J. M. Ht:NTER: He doesn't know what he 
is talking about. 

Mr. HUXHAJ\I: I am sure the hon. mem­
ber fc·r Aubigny does not make that statement 
from knowledge, bnt from imagination. I get 
on remarkably well with the emall shopkeepers, 
because I have been a struggling man for too 
many years myself to have anything but sym­
pathy for the sm:1ll shopkeepers, and also with 
people who are earning wage", and I sincerely 
hope that my feelings in this direction will not 
alter as the years go by. I would impress upon 
the Government the necessity, in connect ion 
with the flut,;tion of future lc•ans. for making 
provision for the times of crisis that we must 
expect. It is just as well that I should read the 
extroct from the 'l'elegraph, from which I have 
obtained the figures I have already quoted in 
reference to the fall in the value of securities. 
The paper is dated 26th :March, 1907-

Cable news concerning the condition of the world's 
money market points to the rapid ripening cf a cr1sis. 

Then it gave the fall in the "gilt-edged" 
securities in the ten years between 1897 and 1907 
to which I have already alluded. Our under­
writers are the Bank of Engl;uod. Just imagine 
what may occur within the next five years. 
There are rurnonro of war, and war n1ay break 
ant at any mnment-I am not going to say in 
what direction-but it may break out at any 
moment owing to the severe tension between 
European nations. Supposing that this el·entu-

[ Mr. H uxham,, 

ates within five years, what will be onr posttw 
if we have then to go upon the London money 
market to renew maturing loans? I have pre­
pared a very interesting table from the very best 
authorities, showing how the Bank of England 
rate of discount has fluctuated. In 1844 the rate 
rose to 8 per c••nt.; in 1857 to 9 jJer cent .. ; between 
1861 and 1864, dnring the time the American 
Civil War was raging, it ranged from 8 per 
cent. to 9 per cent. ; in 1865 it was 7 per cent. ; 
in 1866 it was 10 per cent.; and in 1873, \J per 
cene. AlthonF(h I am <<nly a Queenslander by 
adoption, and not by birth, like the Home 
Secretary, neither the hon. gentleman nor 
the most devoted native-burn Queenslander or 
Australian loves this country more than I do. 

It is because I have the welfare 
[4.30 p.m.] of the State at heart that I believe· 

it is right for us to consider the 
necessity of putting the State in a strong 
position, so that when a time of depression 
comes we shall be found to have sufficient 
reserve strength in ourselves, and so that by 
providing a sinking fund to meet our loans when 
they mature we shall be able to show people in 
London that we have dealt hor,estly with out> 
finances and are a people in whom they can have 
confidence when we desire to borrow more money. 
There is another matter to which I should also· 
refer, and that is the present system of immigra­
tion, This is a matter which has given rise to a 
great deal of discu,sion. Some t.on. member" 
say that we should secure an influx of immi­
grant,, while others say, as members of the 
Labour party do, that immigrants should not be 
brought out in the manner in which they are 
being J::rought here by the Government. Immi­
grants are assisted to come here from the old 
country, and then they leave the r:lace at the 
8arliest opportunity. For instance, two immi­
grants who came to my own electorate, after stay­
ing twomonthsskippedofftoSydne.y. In anothet> 
case which has been brought under my notice, a 
man paid his pas,age home, where he has gone 
to be married, and, before going, he made 
arrangements for his wife and himself to be 
nominated as immigrants. That is the class of 
immigrants we are br;ngingto Queensland. VIe 
allow them to go home, and then pay their 
passages for them to come back. There is great­
room for improvement in that connection, and 
also in regard to the general quality of the 
immigrants who are introduced. Another case· 
has been brought under my notice in which a 
first-class engine-driver with his daughter were 
brought out as immigrants. He was unable to 
get employment as an engine-driver or at any 
other work, and his daughter, who is a matured 
woman, is working in a city shop for the paltry 
sum of 4<. a week. Under such conditions as 
those, can anyone say that this place is ripe for 
an influx of immigranti', or even for the number 
that are coming at the present time? Let us 
absorb the labour we have here now before we 
introduce other hbm1rers. Let us profit by the 
experience of older c"untries which have been 
introducing immigrants for a number of years 
back. The experience of America has been 
that if they had left their population to in­
crease in a natural way, instead of bringing out 
immigrants from other lands, they would have 
had nearly the same population as they have 
to-day. In 1790 America had a population of 
4,000,000, and in 1820, notwithstanding the small 
number of immigrants introduced, the popula­
tion had increased to 14,000,000. As a matter 
of fact, these increases which are brought about 
by the introduction of immigrants are detri­
men"al to the country, as the introduction of 
people from the old land simply dislocates our 
industrial ar.d social conditions. The result is 
that people who are already in the country are 
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al:s 1lutely driven out of mployment in order 
that others may gat work. A' I have pointed 
out, the Americ:tns have found that if they had 
allowecl their increase of p 1pulatkn to spring 
from the loins of the American people it would 
have been almost as great as it is at the present 
time with all theit· immigration. That is the 
opinion of official' who have studied this matter 
very closely. One of the superintendents of 
census in America has pointed out that, if 
the number of immigrants introduced were 
deducted from the total population, it would 
be found that in the years 1880, 1890, 1900 
the actual increases was practically little more 
than the natural increase would have been during 
those years. The incre·ase for those years, after 
deducting immigrants, was 25, 10, ancl 5 per 
cent. re,pectively. \Ve are a young country, 
with under 600,000 people, so that we have the 
opportunity to grapple with this problem effec· 
tively, ancl it will be a wise thing for us to 
grapple with it, because the longer we delay 
doing so the more difficult will it become. I 
think we sboulcl seek to make the people now here 
sufficiently comfortable, to increase their material 
prosperity, and to depend upon our native-born 
people rather than upon immigrants who are 
brought here in a wholesale manner, dislocating 
the different lines of trade, and making our 
native-born outcasts in the community. If 
we do not grapple with this problem, the 
native-born themselves will do so. There are 
more native-born Australians in the Common· 
wealth than there are people who are not native­
born, and they will recognise that it is not a 
goocl thing to allow their pat•·irnony to b8 taken 
from them by people from other lands, as has 
been the case in America, where Britishers, 
Germans, Hungarians, and Poles have driven 
the native-born from their different means of 
livelihood. If the Home 1::\ecretary will consider 
this matter in the proper light, he will see that 
what we ought to do is to consider the welfare 
of the nati\·e· born before the welfare of immi­
grants. \Ve have had the opinion of experts in 
regard to the physique of our men. No one can 
shut his Ayes to the fact disclosed by Commander 
Blunt, when he stated tlmt so many of our men 
were below the standard rEquired for men to 
man the navy, r.nd the opinion he then expressed 
is worth con,idering. Similar trouble exists in 
the old country. \Ve may be sure that we are 
not getting the very best kind of people 
from the old country, where they need their 
best as much as we do. \Ve are rather getting 
the outcasts of the old country-it is people 
whom the old country is glad to get rid of. 
I hope, therefore, a' a result of wise counsels 
prevailing, there shall be at least a rednction in 
the number of immigrants coming to this State. 
The conditions are not gcod, and I h'1pe there 
will be more -care shown in the selection of the 
class of men coming out, and that they will not 
come out in such large numbers. There is 
another matter I wish to deal with-I am going 
to deal with it very briefly as the matter was 
dealt with by my colleague-that is, the appoint­
ment of inspector of schools. As to the >1ppoint­
ment of Mr. Roe, I have to admit, from 
what I know of that gentleman, he is 
both a scholar and gentleman. ]\' obody has 
spoken ogainst him in that respecf, but at the 
same time I would rather have the opinion of 
my colleague in this matter than the opinion of 
any hon. member as to the treatment mefed out 
to those public servants who have served in the 
department so faithfully and well. \Vh"'t c,mld 
have been the motive that these gentlemen 
should have been overlooked I conuot under­
stand. I am perfectly satisfied that men who 
have lived into the affairs of the department, as 
Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Shirley have done, that 

their experience would have gone far to make the 
working of the department run more "moothly 
than a stranger brought in as Mr. Roe has 
been. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pr;BLIC INSTHCCTIO:\' : 
There was no motive whatever. 

::Yir. HFXHAM: I am not saying there is, 
but I do say that a large depC~rtment-an intricate 
department such as the Education Department­
would benefit very considerably by the experi· 
ence of those gentlemen, who have serve cl in the 
department for many years, and who know all 
its details-that they could have devised better 
plans for its workiJJg than a stranger. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRL'OTION: I 
can satisfactorily explain all that you have men­
tioned. 

Mr. KERR: You cannot explain it. 
Mr. HUXHAM: I cannot see the reason of 

the condition that the man appointed should 
necessarily have a :Master of Arts degree, be­
cause, if I know anything of the value of de­
grees, I suppose that the Bachelor of Sciences 
degree of the London University would be equal 
to an M.A. degree of Oxford or Cambridge 
University; and ;even then I do n,1t see any 
reason why this question of degree should have 
been raised at all. It does not follow that a man 
lacks knowledge simply because he has not an 
M.A. degree. Take our legal profession, for 
instance. How many of the successful men have 
taken degrees in the Universities? Compara­
tively few. Again, as far as members of this 
House are concerned, bow many of us have taken 
degrees ? But we are all men of common sense, 
If you are going to value University degrees un­
duiy, all you would have to do is to run to the 
Southern Universities and pick out the young 
men there and say, "You are just the sort of 
men to run the country, because you have U niver­
sity degrees." It has been my experience, as far as 
degrees are concerned-mind you, I do not decry 
education-I should like to have had a Univer· 
sity education myself-but I do say this: I have 
seen far smarter men who had only passed 
through the ordinary schools than I have seen 
men who have had tacked on to them the 
M. A. or B.A. degree. In fact, there is a rather 
unfortunate man in the city at present., who took 
honours in the Dublin University, and he 
cannot get more than £1 10s. per week all the 
year round, and if the Minister desires to get a 
man who could be of great assistance to him, 
with high qualifications, I can recommend this 
gentleman to him. I shall be very pleas~d to 
bring him along, so that he can be appomted 
private secretary to any of the ::\Iinisters. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR Pr.:BLIO Ix~TRUOT!ON : Can 
you recommend him? 

Mr. HUXHAI\1: Yes, I can highly recom­
mend him. I think my colleague, the junior 
member for Brisbane South, dealt with this 
matter generously ancl with ability, and in the 
future, if tbere is anything to be given in the 
shape of rewards, the native-born Queenslanrler 
should be considered, whether they have degrees 
or not. Those who have grown old in the ser­
vice of the State should be the ones first con­
sidered in the matter of any preferment, rather 
than looking to outsiders to fill these high posi­
tions that are at the offering of the Government. 
I have taken up sufficient time of the House, 
and I hope that as a result of this no-confidence 
debate the hon. gentlemen now sitting on the 
Treasury bmches will have to move to this side 
of the House. (Hear, hear!) I do not say this 
"itb any personal feeling, but it would be for 
the good of the State if we could make an early 
transfer of the gentlemen who are now on the· 
Treasury bench to seat" on the Opposition. 

Mr. H uxham.] 
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Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick): I do not 
wish to protract the c·mgratulations, at the same 
time Ish nild be Yery sorry indeed to be the only 
member d the House to refrain from extending 
to yon, :\[r. Speaker, the congratulations that 
you deserve. Indeed, I feel sure there is a 'ery 
much larger number of hon. members in the 
House than the vote indicated who are favour­
able to your elevation to the high position which 
you so eminently till. In fact, you have already 
given the very best evidence of your ability to 
conduct the duHes which have to do with the 
Chair. I would also l;ke to say my sympathies 
go out to those who have suffered loss by the 
death of your predecessor-a gentleman who tilled 
StJ satisf,,c>.orily to this House the hig-h position 
to which he was called. I am sure of this : from 
the OtJening- cenmony-from the opening sErvice 
to the closing of the House-no fault whatever 
could be found ; but the highest appreciation 
went forth from every individual in this House 
for the way in which he conducted the business. 
To the relatives of my good friend, the hte J\Ir. 
Camphell, I also extend my greatest sympathy. 
This aftemoon we have again listened to some 
criticisms on the present position of affairs from 
the hon. junior member for Brisbane South. 

HosOUlUBLE :\IJmBER~: Senior member. 

:Mr. H UX HA::\1: I wish to add, :\Ir. Speaker, 
that I am the seniur member for Brisbane South. 
I would like the dititinction made between senior 
and juni(,r, so that there can be no confusion, 
as otherwise :\Ir. Airey might he saddled with 
a lot of my misdemeanuurs, and I should be very 
sorry. 

Tb~e SPEAKER: I do not recall t!Je figures, 
but of conrse the bon. member who recei,·ed tb,, 
highest rnnnber of votes is tlw senior member. 

:\Ir. HUXHA:\I: That is my position-the 
senior member. 

Mr. G. P. BARXES : I am exceedingly sorry 
that I made the slight error; I was under the 
impression th,,t :'vir. Airey wa' the senior mem­
ber. I wi,h to refer to the fact thac the bon. 
memb:r see me -1 to dwell on the fact thttt the 
country was sulferinp: at the pre,ent time, and is 
likely to suffer m the future, in consequence of 
the pre-ent party rehining the Trecsnry bencheil. 
\Vel!, certainly the ordinary observer can scttrcely 
be misled. It will be odd re"soning indeed to 
imagine that a party so strangdy divided as the 
Opposition, so strang0ly made up, rnuld can y on 
the affairs of the country to greater advantage 
than a party which is united and stable. 

1\fr . .KERR: Are you united over there? 
GoYERX3IEXT l\IE3IBEHS: Hea.r, hear! 

:\Ir. G. P. BARXES : Yes; undoubtedly so. 
(Opvositionlaughter.) 

i\Ir. KERR: You make me smile. 

::\fr. G. P. BARXES: \Ve stand thirty-six 
stroJJg, and certainly thirty-six against thirty­
five--

l\Ir. KESXA: 'What if someone takes one of 
thmn away 1 

l\Ir·. G. P. BARN ES: \Ve are loy.1l and true. 
Just imagine, on one point aione, the strange 
arguments that are presented by the bon. gentle­
n1en opposite, who would array then1selves be~ 
fore m as a solid body. Take the arguments we 
have just listened to reg~:trding immigration~ 
Compare them with the effusions of the bon. 
senior me!nber for Toowoornba and other mem~ 
bers on the opposite side, and you can scarcely 
imagine th~t the party holding views so diverse 
would ever have the temerity to think that they 
could occupy to advantage the Treasury benches 
of this House. 

[Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

GoVERN:IlENT :MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. G. P. BARNES : I would like to con­
gratulate the leader of the Opposition on the 
manner in which he framed his remarks in his 
criticisms-in the way be bruugbt forward his 
no-confidence n1otion. I am sure we notice 
the v~ry much higher tone adopted by the leader 
of the Opposition in those criticis:ns, and I am 
sure he set an example which should be emulated, 
and this House would be the better for it. 
However, the leader of the Opposition admitted 
tha~ the Government bad a big programme, bun 
apparently he and others affected to believe that 
the Government are insincere in their desire to 
carry out the various proposals in that pro­
gramme. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: That is where 
they are wrong. 

Mr. G. P. BAR:'\ES: Ye', and I am going 
to prove that not only are their statements 
totally and wholly discredited, but I am g-oing 
to prove thqt, at the very moment when objec­
tions of that kind are being rais,·d, the Govern­
ment are in the act of carrying out that policy 
in its entirety. A fear seems to htwe been 
expressed, and to have seize.l some people, that, 
on nccuunt of the fusion of the partier;;:, the 
c<Juntry was going to lose thereby, nnd that 
instead of den1ocratic .,,, nd prog-ressi VP legi~lation, 
we wonld have stagnatiun. \Vby, if this had 
been the c.>;e-if this had been the object of the 
Pbilp party-it surely could have been accom­
plished by other tneans, anc1 c~rtainly by nH·''t11S 
which wonld not b,we m< ~nt the lo;s to the old 
Pbilp party uf pllitic tl prestige. There ~would 
have been other tnean-, of doing that, but we 
ours~,·1vrs kn.lJW, and eYery tnctn who joined 
the Governtnent is aware., that we were alto~ 
gether ani1nateri by a tnotivc distinctly- higher 
tbtt'l that. Our motive simply was that we 
realiseJ that the intentions of the country, 
the com!non good, ~,·ere g·)ing to he Berved 
by carrying o 1t the 1d .,. of fusion. An interjec­
tion comes now and then that the Government 
cannot rely on t'w supp<Jrt of those who have 
taken this action. All I can say is that, so long 
as the progcarntne of the Governtnc::nt i.s carried 
out., so lo:-1g a~ evi<lence is giYen that the GovPrn­
ment are prepared t' do good work for the coun­
try, so long c'n they rely np m and depend utJon 
the support of every nwn who eame over fron1 
the oppo,ite side and joined them. \Vby, we 
were returned to do business, and I think that 
the sole ol!ject of the members makiu~~: up the 
one whole undivided partv is to do stable and 
useful work for the country. \V e have no other 
object ot· aim than of serving the country by 
developing our varinus rc:;;ources, anti nf raising 
up a pr\Jt'peruus and a contented pel)ple, and so 
lon5 as evirlence is forthcmning in thb direc·ion, 
so long will the RupportertJ of the Governtnent 
stand true to them. 

:\Ir. KERR Is this the burial s,or,·ice? 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: This is not the burial 
service. I think, if I am not mistaken, the 
interjectm· has possibly performed tb"t service 
more than once. 

1\fr. KERR: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. G. }'. BARXES: At any rate, politically, 
he cerbinly ha., performed his own burial ser­

vic ', and it is a pity that the sleep 
[5 p.m.] of the dead, politically, has nnt 

evertaken the hon. tner:nber. Re-
garding the ob;tructh·e tactic~, those tnc~ic,; are 
going to have the effect of binding more closely 
together those who have formed the cvmpact 
that we now see. At any rate, I have stated 
before, and I state it again, th~t we stmd thirty-
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six stronf{. How can an Opposition of thirty­
fiye, made np of all ,;orts and kinds, be likely to 
do better work for the country than thirty-six 
who are solid and st>tble and true. 

GOVER~~IE:S1' iVIE~IBERS. : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. :\lANK: \Ye will now sing the Doxology. 

{Laughter.) 
Mr. G. P. BARNES : In one particular, no 

dvuht, and it is only in one particular in which 
the Opposition, who nccc1py a different platform, 
are solid, and that one particular is to--

The SECRETARY l<'OH AGHICCLTUHE: Down 
Kids ton. 

l\Ir. G. P. BARNES: To down the Premier. 
You ca.n find no general expression of uni(Jn 
which can ], ad you to conclude otherwise than 
that their 1nain ol1ject-their main aim-is 
simply to down one m~n. Bnt in other 1 esp 'Cts 
-in tbe party, or the three parties- you can 
discover no l•ol•tical affinity. You cannot do it. 
I have lo~>ked them np and down, and there is no 
affnit,v to be found between tlwm in any sense. 
There i.s no agreernent bet\veen the Oppo~it.ion 
proper and the independent Opposition, who are 
made up of sec• ions and sub-sections-possibly of 
no sectiun at all-and it is impossible for us to 
conceive that these gentlemen can present a 
united front. \Yell, "·hat ean the people think 
of men thuB using the positions they occupv in 
this House for the purpose of downing another 
man. They begun by sec3ding--

1Ir. AIRRY: Ko, no! 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: What do the people 
think of those hon. member·, "ho were retmned 
to this place to c~rryout what w •. s suplHJsed to 
be for the country's good. The qne'ltion really 
comea to one, "Is it possible that portfolios in 
many c •ses would have made any difference?" 
(Government laughter.) There \~ould not have 
beeo the least objectinn to the Premier then. 
He would have been the best ·man in the world 
then in the t·yes of some m ern bers if they had 
been elevated to some position which some of 
their fello" s now enjoy. 

l\Ir. ::\IACKIK'fOSH : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. G. P. BARJ'\ES: The matter of the de­
fection does not alter the feeling of the country 
one iota. The seceding m m hers had their 
remedy. They should have gone to the co•mtry. 
They should have gone to their constituents, and 
if they felt that their constitnents were in sym­
pathy with them, they need not have possessed 
the slightest fear as to what the consequences 
would have been. They could have gone to 
their constituents in c mfidence, and they would 
have known what the result wou}d have been ; 
but in no instance throughout the length and 
breadth of the St<tte-not in one eh ctorate of the 
seventy-two-have the electors spontaneously 
risen either to expr•ss themseh·es as opposed to 
the programme of the Premier, or to the Premier 
in person, or to the fasion of the two parties on 
the Government side. 

Mr. CoY NE: Did they express themselves m 
favour of it. 

The SECRETARY <'OR AGRICULTCRE: Yes. 

l\Ir. G. P. BARKE8: A majority of their 
revresentatives have expressed themselves in 
favour of it. 
GOYERN~IEKT l\IE~IBEHS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: And the Press of the 
State pretty well, with a few exceptions, have 
expressed them8elves as favonrab:e to it. 

GovERN1IEN1' MEMBEHS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BARm;n : The boodle Press. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Here and there hon. 
gentlemen ha,·e trifci to stir up feeling in their 
variom; electorates, and we know" that in aimost 
every instance where an attt-mpt lns been made 
-and they ha,·e even gone into otherelectora'P' 
-but where the attempt has been made to stir 
up feeling-to try to feel the pul>e of the people 
-they have altogether failed in their d ,sire. 

1\Ir. MACKIKTOSH : They will fail a:;ain, too. 

I\Ir. U. P. BARNES: The absurdity of talk­
ing abnut the prngrarnrne of the p~u-tle8 being 
conserviltised by the fu,irm of the Philp alHl 
Kid;;ton partieq can well be im"ginecl. It is too 
ridiculou~. r:rhe absnrdily of this is Ref'n in the 
fact that not only have we got the prr>grmnme 
before ns, hut H. is seen in the L,ct that sun1e of 
the Bills are already b Ju1 e the House ; it is 
seen in the fact that the prngrarntne is at pre•'!ent 
being carried out, and it is 1:1een, bec~use it i::; 
understood that the de;ire of the Uovernment is 
to do useful wnrk for thq country. The charge 
apparently is that the Philp party, who walk,,d 
over here to help them, are indirectly g(dng to 
obstrnut the carrying out of the policy, which is 
admittedly a good one-a big one the J<,nder of 
the Opposition called it-but it. is a !!nt•tl one for 
the country. The genLletneu, in partiDular, who 
walked acro,.s the House-they, and they aloue, 
are the true obstructioni~ts. 

GOYERX~IEXT ::\fE~IBERS : Hear, hear i 

Mr. G. P. BAR:l\ES : The Kidston party 
were returned to support the Hockhampton pro­
gr•rnme, and the Philp party v. ere returned to 
support the 1\hvnsYille lJrograntme, and it was 
common property at the time that the two 
policies were so near to each other that you could 
scarcely tell one from the other. 

1\Ir. KEXXA: I\ either of those programmes has 
any lawful visible means of support. (Opposition 
laughter.) 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: I will show you tte 
supp,lrt that is being accorded to them. It is 
not on paper alone, but the support that is 
accorded to l h,Jln may be seen every day of our 
lives. Gcod work 1s gning on. Such de.-elop­
Inent is visible to our eyes aR we have not 
witnessed in this land before. Rougoly Fpeak­
ing, two-thirds of the electors of the State have 
approved of the Kidston and 1'hilp policies. 
Two-thirds of the members of this House, if 
true to their election pledf!es, and if true to their 
caucus pledges -

::\lr. MAX:\: Have you got caucus pledges? 

Mr. G. P. BARNES : Would be 'triving Lo 
give effect to the people's wishes to-day. 

Mr. ::\IA::\'N (Cairns): I rise to a p>int of 
order. Is the hon. member for \\' arwick in 
order in rPading his speech to the RomP-? 

The SPEAKER: If the hon. member for 
\Varwick is reading his speech to the House he 
is certainly out of order. (Hear, hear!) But I 
confess that I should like to have some evidence 
of it before I ask him to discontinue. 

GonmKMEK1' iVlE)rBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I admit that I have got 
copious notes-(Opprwition lanr:hter)-but I 
should be very sorry indeed if I could not add 
my own opinions as I g•> along. It is singular 
that the hon. member who has interjected should 
find fault with me in this particular direction, 
and that he should be so blind as not to eee the 
attitude of the hon. gentleman who has just 

· resumed his oeat, and who preceded me in this 
debate. He had notes equally as voluminous as 
my own. It snits the hon. m em her for Ca,irns in 
one case t~ deprecttte my attitud ', but he is 
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altogether blind and ignorant when it comes to 
anything that proceeds from his own side of the 
House. 

Mr. KENNA: That settles it. 
Mr. G. P. BARXES: The wonder that strikes 

most people who gaze at what has taken place, 
is how hon. gentlemen who profess allegiance to 
party, wh:• practically pledged them<el ves to 
the support of the party -how they can reconcile 
their actions, their eouroe of conduct, in not 
trying to s11stain the Government in carrying 
out their policy. The hon. member for Cook 
the other evening ttttempted, but completely 
failed, to justify h" change of front. In Xov­
ember lest, when the Government had trouble 
in obtaining Supply, he then said, as will be seen 
in Hansard for 1908, page 140-
For that reason, I hold that the Government as at 
present constituted stwnld be supported by a majority 
of members of this House. 

Mark you, J\fr. Speaker, we were discus.sing at 
this pnticular time a motion not altogether 
identical, but almost identica1, with the motion 
being- dhcus•ed now ; and this is what the hon. 
member fur Cook said then-

In saying that I do not imply anything detrimental 
to the Labour pa,rty. I do not wish to labour this 
question. 1 rose merely to explain the position I find 
myself in with regard to the amendment before the 
House. Arguments have been brought forward in snp­
port of the amendment which I cannot assent to. The 
present constitution of the Government may not be 
entirely satisfa.ctory to some members sitting on this 
side of the House, but it has the approval of the 
majority; and, so flLr as I am ('.Oncerned, I am going to 
give it my loyal support-more particularly in view of 
the finandal difficulties we have to face in connection 
with the Federal Parliament. When measures such as 
the Trade Disputes Bill come before u-s for cons1dera~ 
1ion we shall, no doubt, be able to put them through. 
After all, democratic measures are very often given by 
what may be termed Conservative Governments. 

Mr. NEVITT: Will you give them? 
Mr. DOUGLA.S: I fully believe they will be given by 

the Government. There is not much more I wish to 
say. I have endeavoured to give my view of the posi~ 
tion, and when the division bell rings I will support the 
present Ministry. 

That is what the hon. member said in November 
l!tst, and later than that the hon. member was 
found in every di vi;ion, pretty well, that took 
place, backing np the loyalty which he at that 
time prof<,ssed. The senior member for Too­
woomba admitted in his speech the other night 
that he had in cancns advocated coalition; and 
if hon. mPmbers will look at Hnnwrd of thi• 
session, page 63, they will find this-

::ur. REDWOOD: Here let me say that I have been 
accused throughout the country of being at that meet­
ing a very warm advocate for the coalition. 

GOYERXME:'-iT :M".lo::UBJ<:RS: So you were. 

Mr. RE OWOOD: At that meet.ing I said that I 
believed in 1.Yilliam Kids.ton, that I believed in our 
leader, that the last se~sion had been a most produc­
tive one in good legislation for the country, and that I 
saw no reason to desert our chief. I also said that if 
the Philp varty were all behind the Kidston party as 
Kidstonitt>s, nccepting our policy, and accepting our 
leader, 1.Villiam Kidston, or rather the Premier, it would 
be a good thing for the country. 1Vhat was the result? 
Mr. Kidston g-ave us no alternative, remember. He 
simply said, "If you do not accept this, you can get a 
new leader/' That was t,he alternative given to us. 

And this statement is c mfirmed, for in December 
last the fusion of parties had taken placp ; and 
after the formation of the Cabinet, after the 
retirement of three members of the late Cabinet, 
the hnn. member spoke as follows-in December 
last:-

Mr. REDWOOD: He was verv pleased indeed to see 
this vote of £50,000 placed on the Estmuttes. Person~ 
ally, he should like to see nwre. He had always been a 
very keen advocate for immigration, believing that it was 
absolutely imperative to populate this great State. It 
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was with very keen satisfaction that he saw the Go­
vernment were dealing with the matter in a very earnest 
manner. He honF·<;tly thought that the present l\Iinis~ 
try would do their best to advance settlement by 
immigration, land settlement, and rail\vay construction. 

Further on he said-
The quf'ition of immigration was diseussed in Too­

woomba, and a scheme was unanimously cR.rricd which 
was backed up by hoth the local papers. That scheme 
was f'Ubmitted to the l'remler, and 111 it they advocnted 
strongly the introduction of a desirable class of settlers. 
He was plmtsfHi the Government had. carried out the 
Franco-British Exhibition exhibit. It ,y, s an excellent 
advertif';ement for Queensland, and it was time the 
people of Queensland reali'< d the fact thnt they had ~o 
settle thi~ country or else somebody else would. ~o 
reasonable m::m could show him by logif'al arguments 
how the irdtux of desiralJle people was goi.11g to interfere 
with the present rate of \Yagt:S. The more people they 
brou(l"ht here, the more work there \vould be !or bbonr, 
provided they "ere placed on the land if po6sible when 
they got here. 

l\fr. 31B"LCAIIY: Hear, hear~ That's the point. 
::.ur. RJ<~D\YOOD: That was a very important factor, 

and it was receiving the earnest consideration of the 
Government. LH<.ewi~e the Premier shov:ed he was 
tb.oroughly ~tlive to hi~ position by sending :\Ir. Graham, 
ot the Lands:~ Department, to Canada to find out the 
excellent methods that were aclopted there for settling 
their immigrants on the land. 

Such were the ideas of the senior member for 
Toowoomba no later than the bst sitt[ng, pretty 
well, of the l~st, srs>ion of this Parliament. 

Mr. ll.EDWOOD: \Vhat's wrong about that? 
Mr. G. P. BARN.ES: There was nothing 

wrong about that, only this-and that makes a 
very big wrong: The hon gentleman then sup­
ported the party on this side of the House; he 
professed to helieYe in their policy; he said he 
was loyal to the party, and he proved his loyalty 
by voting with them; bnt he has now walked 
aetoss the floor of the House. 

Mr. REDWOOD : I have not said a word 
against that. 

The SPEAKJi;R : Order ! 
Mr. G. P. BARNES : My point is that in 

December last the Premier and his party enjoyed 
the confidence of the hon. member--

Mr. REDWOOD: Exactly; but they do not 
enjoy it now. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I want to know what 
has happened >ince to cause any reaction in the 
feelings of the hon. member. 

Mr. REDWOOD : 'V ell, I admit that something 
has happened. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order ! I desire to 
say to the senior member for Dray ton and Too­
woomba that it is his parliamentary duty to 
ob"erve my calls to order, at.d it is quite out of 
order for him to make a running commentary on 
the speech of another hon. member. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: .Every hon. member 
applauds the ideaR that the hon. member gave 
expression to in December last with. regard to 
immigration, land settlement, ':"d rai)VIay con­
struction. Those are the canhnal pnmts upon 
which the hon. member dwelt so strongly then 
and on many other occasio":s· I remember 
reading a speech which he dell vered before the 
Toowoomba Chamber of Cnmmerce one or two 
years ago in which he dilated at considerable 
iength upon these matters, and I applauded him, 
and every other man must applaud him. 

Mr. REDWOOD: But I have not changed. 
Mr. G. P. BARNES: The action of the Go­

vernment in these matters is faultless. 
Mr. l\IANN: E;·en the Government themselves 

do not belie,-e in their immigration policy. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order ! 
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1\ir. 1IAXN: They do not believe in the scalp 
money system. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
}fr. G. P. BARNES: If the hon. member is 

not ,atisfied with the action of the Government 
in this respect during the last six month<, then 
it will be exceedingly ditficult to satisfy him. In 
1905, 114 immigrants were introdnced into 
Queen•·land ; in 190G, 379; in 1907, 65;); in 1 DOS, 
1,153; and for the first six months of this year, 
and up to 21ss J uly-including the "Waipara" 
immigrants-no less than 2,431 hM·e lanrled or 
are about to land on our shores frum the old 
country. 

Mr. MANN : ·where are they to-day? 

Mr. G. P. BA.RNES : They are everywhere. 
I am fortunate in having one of them in my 
employ, anJ certainly a finer fellow I have 
never cJme across. For the four years ending 
on 31st December, 1908, 2,301 immig·rants ar­
rived, whilst this year, including those ahont 
to land from the "\Vaipara," the number is 
2,431; so that on that score the hon. member 
for Toowoomba should be immensely sati,fied. 
Then take land settlement-another point on 
which the hon, member laid great stress. The 
area selected in 1908 was five times gre~ter than 
the area selected in 1003. F .. r the first five 
months of this year the area selected was 350,000 
acres more than the area, selected during the 
first five months of last year. Taking the 
-figures for tbe six months ending 31st May, 
-during the three years I am about to C<>mpare, 
the area selected in 1907 was 1,464,815 acres; 
in HJOS, 2)l85, 971 acres ; and for the six months 
ending 31st lVhy of this year, 2,861,866 acres; 
<Jr 475,8:!5 acres more than the area selected in 
the previous year. The revenue received is 
-eqnally favourable. For the three different 
periods it was £11,01510o. 10d., £16,51512s. 6d., 
.and £20,821 4s. 7d. 

Mr. J ONES : There was a decrease in agricul­
tural settlement. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I believe that is so, but 
who will ohject to that decreaHe being more than 
made up by the increase in grazing selection? 
Is it not a fact that, unless we construct more 
railways, it is impossible to secure agricultural 
settlement? The Under Secretary for Lands, 
in his report two years ago, stated that, in order 
to continue to carry out settlement as fast as we 
had been doing, we must build more railways. 
In regard to railway cons\ruction, for the years 
1904 to 31st March, 1908, the mileage of new 
lines opened totalled 362 miles. From April, 
1908, to the present time we have authorised 
a total mileage of 58li miles, and most of the 
lines are now under construction. In addition 
to that, we have been informed that some 400 
miles more are proposed to be added this session, 
the plans of some of the new lines having been 
already laid on the table of the House. At 
the end of 1907 we had 3,400 miles of rail­
way in the State, and the figures I have just 
enumerated show another 1,000 miles within the 
last eighteen months. Why, that is a mighty 
act ! That is a wonderful accomplishment ! 
That is a gigantic proposal ! However much 
hon. members opposite may depreciate what has 
been done, to me it is a truly marvellous thing 
that we should, in a shol't eighteen months, add 
to our railway mileage new lines equal to about 
·30 per cent. of the mileage already c mstructed. 
On the grounde I have alre>dy referred to--<m 
the ground "f carrying out ideas so dear to the 
heart of the senior member for Toowoornba-no 
possible complaint can be made against the Go­
vernment. In our Inen1ory, we have never wit­
nessed the carrying-out uf a policy which means 
. so much material advancement and development. 

Instead of obstrnccing that policy, the hon, m<-m­
ber should lend a hand to carry out a policy of 
such high importance to the country. The ques­
tion should be: Is the policy outlined in the pro­
gramme of the Government satisfactory to the 
0 )Untry, and is there any evidence-is there suffi­
cient evidence--

Mr. ::\IACKI:S:TOSH: None whatever. 
Mr. G. P. BA.RXES: Yes, in tbe direction I 

am sveaking of there is abundant evidence tlmt 
that policy is being carried out. The >peech of 
the hon. member for Drayton anri Toowonrr,ba 

and the speeches of many other 
[5·30 p.m.] members who have spoken in this 

debate simply express distrust and 
di·.appointment. I Imintain-and this. is the 
great point which shoulJ be made--th>tt 1f there 
was 8ntficient in the promise given in December 
last that certain things would be done to warrant 
their loyalty and support, then the activity 
shown in the carrying out that promise, as ~Vlw 
deuced by immigrants arriving, by htnd bem_g 
settled, and by railway·, being ·constructed, IS 

surely enoug·h to warrant whole-hearted support 
being given by those g-entlemen to the polwy of 
the Gnverrnnent. But \Vd ha'\:.: other evidences 
that the Government are alive to the nece,sities 
of the State. In the spePch delivered by the 
Lieutenant-Governor we read-

Two years ago funds were provided for the appoint~ 
ment of a staff of engineers for the survpying of some 
of our principal river basins, and collecting such other 
data ~s would be necessary he fore we could properly 
utilise the ~ervices of an expert in water conservation, 
and I am glad to be able to say that so much progress 
has been made \Yith the work that ruy advisers arc now 
taking steps to secure the services of such an expert. 

I have long ad vacated the conservation of water, 
beliel'ing that wafer C<m~ervation i" a n;atter .of 
the highest importance w a country like this, 
subject to such varying climatic conditions .. All 
the great2st c"untries in the world have given, 
and are givin!l', their first consideration and fore­
most attention to the subject of water conserva­
tion and the results of their efforts are truly 
wonderful. In India, Egypt, and the United 
States untold wonders have heeo accomplished 
in this connection, and in the sister S•ates of 
New South \Vales and Victoria we find that 
success has attended their effor~s to store water 
fvr irrigation purposes-a success which is truly 
striking and truly wonderful. \Vh!le I. do not 
wish to detain the House unnece;sanly, the 
great importance of this subject leads me to 
quote an extract from a lect.ure delivered by the 
Victorian expert, Mr. Ellwood Mead. He 
says-

The new pump at Koondrook will supply four times 
as much water as the one it displaces. At Cohuna the 
water supply was doubled last year, and it needs to be 
doubled again, for closer settlement and better methods 
of cultivation only wait on an ample supply of water. 
In these districts alone a great irrigation development 
is being mnde possible. If it succeeds, think of the 
broader opportunity it opens up to the hof?e-see~ers of 
the 6tate. The average size of the holdmgs m the 
older districts is over 500 acres. On this basis ·white 
Cliffs would provide farms for onl:v ten families: on the 
closer settlement plan lit provides farms for more 
than 100 families. I ha.ve no fears of the re~ult. I have 
seen too many prosperous districts of this charac­
ter in other lands to have any misgivings, but those 
who doubt need not look elsewhere to be reassured. 
The prosperity of the 20-acre farm at :\1ildura, where 
water costs 30s. an acre ; the value of the 10-acre 
farms at Bacchus ::\larsh, where land ~ells for £100 
an acre; or the profits trom the 10-acre orcha_~ds 
and crardens of the Coli ban system, shows that '\ IC­
toria ~is to be no exception to the experience of 
other countries). These three districts, widely :-epa­
rated, differing widely in soil, and O?IY . alike in 
baYing small farm units and goo 1 cultivatiOn, ha :re 
land values }ljgher and social renditions better than 111 
man\' of the districts where holdings are large, 
althOugh in some of the latter the sml and climate are 
equally good, and water for irrigation is much cheaper . 

Mr. G. P. Barnes.] 



296 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in RejJly. 

I have no objection to large holding~ nnder irrigation 
if the owner will spend the m one~' and employ the 
labour required to gnu le and. cultivate these holdings 
as irrigated land should be cultivated. But there j.., a 
decided objection to the State building Gostly stnrHge 
worlc; and then losing- the water they holtl, canyiug it 
past unirrigatcd land, or having it \Yastcrl on land 
poorly prepared. '!'he value of water in il'rig"ation is 
measured by the crop Jt 1ll'Odnccs. One of tlw most 
uufortnnate features of Xorthe;rn irrigation i~ that 
more tllan lmlf of Lbe 1Yater is now applied to the 
irrign,tion of native grass. If to this is rulded the 
lucerne grown for pasture the 11Bl'Ccntave be ·~omes 
consiaerably more than halL '\re arc, therefore, 
operating a system, costly to bui1U and Yn)-lintain, to 
grow the poorest }Jossible crops in the erudc::ot po.:;siblc 
wa.,v. H we an to have 500,000 people in tht"ie 
Xorthcrn districts 've mnst bt i·in growing croys of 
higher af'rrage value. The opportnllitirs to do this 
under irrigation arc remarkable Last summer I kept 
notes of the return; from the different cr.1ps, anrl here 
are some of tbe rPsults: Tllctomat<)CS ftrown on 6 acre<:" 
near :Eelnwa soW fl)r £800. The tomatoes grown on 
3 aeres near this eity sold for £700. The lnecrnc hay 
from one farm sol cl for £:=:3 an acre; from a;1nt la~r farm 
for £~6 an aere. The inigated part of a "·hrat field 
yielded ei~llt bags; the unirrihatefl part yielded three 
bags, r_['lle value of native grass cannot he fixeJ 
definitdy, bnt no estimate was over £1 per acrfl. 
Xow. 1t took a~ mach water to irrigate an acre of grnss 
as it did to irrigate an acre of tomators, but tile crop 
froJu 1 a(•re of tomatoes was worth the erop from 130 
acres of grass. 

I should like tn rearl also a letter which I have 
recc.ived from i\lr. El wood J\Iead in connectiun 
with this matter. It waR my good fortune to 
meet him in Melbourne 'ome few months back, 
and I asked him for information on the subject 
of water c0nservation and irrigation. He writes 
as follows:-

Dear Sir,-In compliance with the promise made to 
;you antl Senator ~\lcColl. I mn send.ing yon. under 
sepa1·ate cover, a number of reports on irrig-ation 
m~tters published by tbe Fnited StatE-s Department of 
Agriculture while I \Vas in charge of that work, and 
abstracts from two addresses <lealing with t:lle situation 
here. -

·whi1e the'""e papers may not apply directly to your 
conditions, I hope the:" will pr0ve suggestive. 1'he 
story of California's misfit water laws at luu.;;t carries n 
warning you onght to heed. rrhe almost invariable mis­
take in irrigati(lll development is to le'lve tlle framing 
of water laws until after considerable money has been 
spent and time lost in abortive experiments. 

One feature in Victoria's experience is of value to 
Queensland. rrhe attempt to develop irrigation where 
land is in private ownerl:'hip and in large holdings has 
proved a failure anfl it will continue to be a failure until 
conditions are created suited to intensive cultivation. 
The experience of Victoria was the same experience as 
that of the l~nited States. So far as I am informed, th~ 
att~mpt to develop irrigation. whert the J:.md was 
under one ownership and the canal under another, haf.:l 
proved a failure. In every case the owners of the land 
either refusf d to use water, or combined to force down 
prices for its delivery below the cost of operation. 
l.Yhen the Federal Government of the UniTed Statf's 
began, in 1002, the cnnstrnct.ion of irrigation works it 
refused to irrigate private lands until the owner had 
mortg~ged them to the Government for a proportionate 
share of the cost of the worl\s, and, in addition, had 
entered into a wr1tten obligation to subdivide those 
lands and sell them in tracts not to exceed 160 acres. 
If this has not been done in five years the Government 
Hself is authorised to make the subdivision and sell the 
lands for '"hatever they will1Jring. 

I regarcl the policy of pure baRing the estate by the 
Government and their subdivision into small hol•iings 
as the 111ost hoperul ~nd necef'sary feature of irrigation 
de\'elopment in this State. rrhe first step in your State 
of the framing of a water Jaw shonld be to aeqnire the 
ownership of the land to be irrigated. Then the money 
spent on canals either enbances the State's own pro­
perty or that of the purchaser from the ~;tat e. Another 
esS-ential benefit of State ownership of the land to be 
irrigated is that the settler:;; can be selected from those 
who W1:1nt to irrigate and who are "illing to conform to 
needed regulations. r.I.'he large landowner who does not 
want to irrigate is a constant source of trouble. 

I am, etc .. · 
ELWOOIJ l\'IEAD. 

G. P. Barnes, Esq., M,L.A, Glen Brae, VVarwick, 
Queensland. 

[Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

I make no apology for reading that very fine 
letter. It will certainly g11ide us in connect:on 
with any move we may make in this particular 
way. 

".Ir. JoxBs: It is very largely in Llvonr of the 
nationalii'ation of land. 

1\Ir. G. P. BARXES : ::\"o; it is not exactly 
that-it is in f:wonr of the small holder. It ib 
pointing out that the srnall selec~or can do as 
wi:'ll upon a srnall area vvlth irrigation as he can 
if he were to take up a very much larger 
area without irrig::ttion. It is poiutin~ 1,ut 
the value of intense cultivation, and the wisdom 
of the ccmntry having that bnd in their 
own hand' before they ~ttempt to give it 
to the people in this way. 'i'he hon. member 
for \Varre((o, in his speech the other night, 
referred tr) another aspect of the subject, and 
with which I think every J.rnrty in thJ:, House 
should bP in thefullestsynrp:1thy. But in this par­
ticular direction, wllen figurls are FO_nght, I find 
that good wnrk i3 being done. 7~.Che (i-o'>·ernment 
ar('' enuw:red in good work in thi:; wav. During 
1908 1~0 ~less than ele1·en boreR and 'seven wells 
w,.rc sunk, and from the 1st J an nary this year 
till 30th .Tune, nine bores and four "·ells have 
been snnk; whilst at the present time three 
bores and two wells are being sunk. So that in 
this respect good work is being done for the 
State. Indeed, I take it, the only way we can, 
with cony degree of confidence, forwa~d the 
settlement of the vast are:>s of land m our 
\Vestern parts-the only way we can successfully 
do it-is by providing 'va.ter for the neces:;:ary 
requirements of the smali grazier. The question 
of water conservation and the tapping of our 
underground supplie" is, perhaps, one '!f the 
greatest that we could poss1bly conceJ ve or 
have to do with and this, we are glad to know, 
is being placed' under the supervision ,,f an ex­
pert. Land settlement is going on apace. I am 
sure every hon. member in the House will he ready 
to con"ratulate the department upon their latest 
mo,.e. D Had I spoken last week, I intended to 
make Rmne sug~e~tions. Strange to say, th?se 
very ideas which I had in my head are now. bemg 
carried out by the department. I was gomg to 
suggest that a directory, such as is now pre­
sented to hon. members and the peorle of 
Queensland, should be printed and distributed. 
Now we have this splendid directory before us, 
containing information that will be new ~o many 
men. 'rh ere can be no better ad 1·ertl•ement. 
In connection with land settlement., there are 
no men who are so frequently ossailed as to what 
we have or as to what we have not, as members 
of Parliament. and here we have exact informa­
tion. 'Ve knew that our country was of such-and­
such an extent-that we had vast a'eas of land 
that we wanted to settle; but I am prepared to 
say that no hon. meml:er of the House~ how­
ever well informed he m1~ht be, had the shghtest 
knowledrre as to what areas were available or as 
to whc-r.:' they were. In this direr 1<·ry-which 
is splendidly comJ?ilcd-no 'doubt there. is ~nom 
for improvement m some part1cular d1rectwns, 
but here we have stated, in readable form, 
the areas of the various districts which are 
now avttilable for selection. Apart from that 
we have a very clear digest of the land laws 
of the State. In addition to that, we have 
also set out land which in the cnmse of a month 
or so will be available for selection. The figures 
arA simply wonderful. 'Vhen we find that hon. 
members and the people outside are wondering 
where land is to be obtained, and are going 
about trying to find land open for ~election a;nd 
finding nnne, we can only come to tne conclusiOn 
that the fault dues not rest with the department. 
I asked the department this morning if they 
would kindly make up for me the total area of 
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lanrl which is at present available for selEction 
under the n1rious heado, and tlw figures c.1me 
out thus: At the present momont there is open 
for agricultural settlement no less an area 
than 3,085,572 acres ; there is open for grazing­
farm selection no le"s an area than 5,300, H94 
acreo; and i here is open for prickly pear selection 
an area of 1,041,1GS acres, or a total of 9,427,124 
acres. Facts of that description are a complete 
answer to the arguments which have been raised 
by oome hon. members opposite, that the Lands 
Department is nvt doing its duty, I am awr"re 
that in s •me respects, ]Jerhaps where bnd is 
wantecJ abutting •m to ruilways, we are not level 
with the dem ··nrl, but the department is cer· 
tainly making a brave attempt to get enn with 
the demand, and I take it we will not have 
achieved the end which we should have achiered 
-we will not be in the position we ought to he 
in, until we have our raihvay-1 running in differM 
ent directionR, and the land ready and available 
for people tu settle on, becau"e it is not everyone 
who is ready to go out to distant places. Our 
prrckly pear lands are being lealt with. Perhaps 
that might be impro·, ed upon. My friend, 
Senator McOoll, has issued a very fine report in 
connection with his experience in the States nf 
America, and I take a little credit to myself in 
connection with this matter, because it was I 
who suggested to Senator McOoll, when visiting 
America in connection with dry soil cultivation, 
that bq should include within the sphere of his ex­
amination the matter of dealing with prickly pear. 
\Ve are now in possession of his report-a report 
of extreme value. However, I do nut think that 
in publishing that report we have, after all, gone 
far enough. \Ve want something more anthori­
tative still from the people who are taking up 
prickly pear country. \Vhen that report is read 
it will be found that in some countries they are 
cultivating prickly pear; in o\her countries it is 
treated as we are treating it here--as a gre1t 
nuisance. \Ve want some finality in the matter, 
and I am sure, considering it is a matter of 
infinite importance, the Government of the day 
-in fact, I my this, I waited several times on 
the Premier last year, and urged the wisdom of 
appointing a Rnyal Cormpissi(\n to inquire into 
the whole of the matters connected with prickly 
pear destruction. It may be that we have some· 
thing of very great cr>mmercial value, and surely 
when we know that the country is going to the 
bad, in a monetary sense, by the spread of 
prickly pear, to the extent of a couple of millions 
a year at least-when we know the alarming 
extent to which it grows--

An HoNOURABLE l\IE>IBER : Are you pessi­
mistic about it? 

l\Ir. G. P. BAR0l"ES: No; I believe some 
good is going to come out of it, but you can only 
find that ont by appointing experts to experiment 
in connection with it. You require to have an 
expert chemist, and if there is anything of value 
in it, by all means let us know what ib is. 

The SllCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Those in­
quiries have already been made. 

l\Ir. G. P. BARNES : \Vhen the inquiries 
come to the light of day it will be the better for 
the f'CJUntry. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is not a 
great success. 

l\fr. G. P. BARNES : There is nothing 
authoritative, but we want to arrive at some 
conclusion, so that reople may be advised as to 
the best course to pnrsue, and what is the policy 
of the country. In connection with this matter, 
it has struck me many times that if destruction 
is to be the order of the day, the labour of 

destroying the pear by some of the qpecifics 
might, with ''dvantage, be taken part in by many 
old people of this laud, who stili are healthy 
and strong - we rnigbt have s1nall colonies 
of our pen~~ioners settlHd in variou,;; parts, who 
would he very glad to supp1enwnt thcjr pPnE:ion 
incon1e. They could do it \Vithtn1t :1. great de:1.l 
of labnnr, and would be paid for it by the re,ults 
achie,·ed. It would he a matter of their own 
choice; it is not a matter of dictation. 

::\Ir. BL \IR : Pear cutting? 

Mr. G. P. DAR::"-iRS: The hon. gentlermn 
says pear cntt1ng. Xo; we bave arri\'ed at a 
stage IHn\~ when it is not n(( :ssary to destroy it 
by cutting it clown. 

Tbe SEUHETAHY !<'OR RAILWAY~: Pear poison­
ing. 

1\Ir. G. P. B..-:-\.RXES: Pear poisoning; a 1nan 
can proceeci to do that without any very great 
strain on his strength. 

Mr. KERR: Are you a war" that many men 
trat are in that work have been lH•isoned them­
selves ? 

l\Ir. G. P. BAR:s'ES: I am not awere of it. 
It mav have been, and I c·m conceive that a 
n1an \viLh sores upon hi:J hrtnJs and getting 
poison in them would be very likely to suffer. 

l\Ir. BmnrA": You find that existing where 
men are shearing sheep in prickly pear districts. 

l\lr. G. P. BARNES: That may be so, but it 
is not generally the ca~e. A great many people 
are tngaged in the destruction by poisoning, and,. 
until now, certainly no word of anything of this 
kind happening to individuah has come under 
my notice. \Veil, now, hon. members who have 
seceded from the Liberal ranks, and who are 
going to support the want of confidence amend­
ment, what reawns are they gorng to find for 
their action? So far, no arguments that can be 
sustained have been forthcoming that in any way 
justify the action taken by various seceding 
members. In many instances they have claimed 
that progressive work has not been done, and is 
not likely to be done, but the figures I have 
brought before the House this afternoon are the 
best of proof that no better work was ever being 
done in connection with the material advance­
ment and development of our country than is 
being done at the present time. 

GOVERNME!\T ME)JBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. G. P. BAHNES: It is not enough that 
some dislike the Premier; it is not enough tha~ 
some may haYe changed their minds, as they 
seem to have done, regarding the wisdom of the 
fusion ; it is not enough to my that tbe party 
is being couservatised. As a matter of fact, I 
know of no Conservatives in the House what­
ever. The seceding members have no standing; 
they have entirely failed to prove their case, and 
their position, so far as one can judge, is alto­
gether untenable. The hon. member for Cook 
and the hon. senior member for Toowoomba 
cannot justify their conduc'. They cannot 
justify it on the score that the policv of the Go­
vernment isastagnant one. And the hon. member 
for Fassifern is quite at sea in connection with 
the particular stand be takes. He took the 
stand that he was going to follow principles, not 
mm. I would like to ask, Are the principles of 
the hon. member for ]'assifern found embodied 
in the principles of the leader of the Opposition 
and the gentlemen who immediately fol!Jw him? 
Have his principles undergone such a cbange 
that the hon. member findR that the principles 
w hi eh he now posseoses are identical with the 
principles y., hich are held by the leader of 

Mr. G. P.Barnes.] 
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the Opposition, and those who immediately 
follow him? Principle,, said he, not men, he 
intended to support. His principlos must be 
extremely elas ic if they have undergone such a 
change a' will enable him, after spe,;king as he 
has done about th. m, to step over to the other side, 
and signify by so doing that his principles are 
identical with those of the leader uf the Opposi­
tion, whom he is now supporting. But not only 
the hon. member for l<'assifern, but all the 
seceding memLers who voted for the coalition­
we want to know if they intend adopting the 
platform of the Opposition side of the House. 
I think the hon. junior memher for Charters 
Towers is to be thanked by the Home for having 
the other night placed before the House so clearly 
and fully the ac'ual teachings of the party with 
whom he is identified. There was no beating 
about the bush with him-hetoldstraightoutfrmn 
the shoulder exactly what the objective was. 
The hon. juninr member for Charters TowerR 
enlightened us the other night on the aims and 
objects of the Socialistic party. He claimed 

that both the State and Federal 
7 p.m.] objectives were unmistakably so-

cialistie, and on page 281 of Hansct?·d, 
speaking in reply to an interjection of the Secre­
tary for Mines as to how he was going to 
nationalise the industries, Mr. ;\1ullan went on--

'ro describe in detail to the hon. gentleman the 
methods by which we would proceed to nationalise 
the whole of the industries would necessitate a very 
protracted exvlanation. I giye the hou. gentleman 
the credit of being well posted h1 the Labour move­
ment, and it is. on that account that I blame him 
for lea.ving the Labour party. The hon. gentleman 
must know that our progress in that diTection must be 
step l1y step. It was never intended by our party that 
an Act of Parliament should be passed providing that 
on a given future day we are to extend ab~olutely the 
socialistic a.nd economic functions of the State. That 
would be absurd. Our movement is not a revolutionary 
movement; it is an evolutionary movement. "\Ye must 
grow, and we must never advance further than the 
people whom we arc supposed to represent. Tn do so 
would spell disaster to the movement, and therefore to 
tell the hon. gentleman how we are going to extend in 
the minutest detAil at the present moment would be 
premature and absurd in the sublime. ·we are now 
extending, If the hon, gentleman will look back over 
the last fifteen years of Australian history, he will find 
that month by month, and year by year, the functions 
of State and municipality have been growing. 

.And further on, page 282, he went on-
We are not afraid to acknowledge what our ultimate 

aim is. 'Ve are not frightened to shoulder the respon­
sibility of that aim. That aim is "the nationalisation 
of the means of production, distribution, and exchange." 
We have already nationalised the means of distribution 
to some extent by nationalisinl{ our railways. We can 
also nationalise the means of exchange in many spheres, 
perhaps beginning by nationalising our banks. "'""e 
might commence to nationalise the mf>ans of produc­
tion in a. very large degree by nationalising our land, be­
cause, after all, the means or production lie more than 
anywhere else in our landtS, 

Only in April last the Labour Congress, sitting 
in Sydney, passed a motion in regard to the pre­
vention of food exports. This motion simply 
means that an export duty is to be placed upon 
our products. I would like to know what effect 
such " movement is likely to have upon the 
toilers on the land, or in the world? 'What a 
discouragement iD would be to them. \Vhat 
effect would it have upon tlw miners, and in fact 
upon all who have to do with the production of 
the necessaries of life as well as the wealth which 
abounds everywhere. \Vhat this House wishes 
to know is whether the Independent Opposition 
are in full sympathy with that aim? \Vhat is 
the position? What po•ition do they intend to 
take with regard to the aims and objects of the 
Socialistic party? I maintain that certainly they 
were never returned to carry out such purposes, 
and they are not acting true to their elec-

(Mr. G. P. Barnes. 

tion pledges by supporting, even in an in­
direct way, the party whose aims and objects are 
as stated. However, it will be for their con­
stituents to deal with them, and I am inclined 
to think, from all one can hear in touching 
country life, that they will deal in no uncertain 
fashion with the men who have proved untrue to 
the obligations they are under to render unto the 
country faithful and true service. I am sure I 
do not wish for one moment to say one word 
that would hnrt in the leaRt degree our friends 
opposite. That is not my aim or my intention. 
They apparently, to some extent, all of them, are 
sincere. JYiany of them are sinPere in carrying 
out the ohjecti,-e which they ha,-e set before 
them, which one would respect and does respect 
very fully, but we cannot but feel that they are 
going on wrong lines in trying to bring n1en 
down to one common level. 

Mr. ,J ONES : No. 

Mr. G. P. BARI'\ES: The nationalising of all 
things will have that effect. The highest and 
hest means to adopt would be to endeavour to 
lift men up. 

Mr. J ONES: Ours is a lifting-up process. That 
is our policy. 

Mr. G. P. B.ARXES: You are bringing 
down. 

Mr. BARBER: No. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: The aim of every mem­
ber sitting on this side of the House is to give 
every man a better chance, and to inculcate 
within them some of the nobler feelings and 
aspirations which will lead a man to strike away 
from things down below, as it were, to those 
higher up. To me it is an absurdity that in a 
young free land like thia we shPuld attempt,, as 
we are doing-as the Socialistic party are domg 
-to regulate the aims and ambitions of men, 
and thus neutralise all their efforts in life in 
order to bring them down. Here we are in a free 
country with opportunities abounding on every 
hand. The man who desires to succeed, if he 
places that object before him, will undoub.t~dly 
succeed. Every man, if he has ambiti~n, 
and if he is blessed with strength and m­
dustry, is bound to succeed. \Vhen you l-JOk 
back over the past and realise that only fifty 
years of our life as a State has gone by ; when 
you think that fifty years ago we had a popula­
tion of only 20,000, and to-day we number 
560,000 peopie; when yo31 think of the wonders 
wrought; when you thmk of the development 
that has taken place; when you think of the 
wealth that has been harvested by these few 
souls; and when you look out into the future and 
make a calculation on the same basis and say 
that practically we are twenty-eight times 
greater in p(Jpulation than we were fifty years 
ago, then, in the same ratio, in another fifty 
years our population "hould b~ Hi,OOO,OOO ; 
when you remember that we have but just 
touched the fringe of this country, and that 
we have madP but a poor attack on the 
vast developing rewurces of our country ; 
when we remembar the obligations we are under 
to people this great land R nd do our bes \ for it, 
it seems a positive absurdity for men to band 
themselves together in order to bring about a 
cessation of that progress and prosperity we are 
at present enjoying. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. LESIN.A (Cic1'1nont): In common with the 

members who have preceded me, I desire to con­
gratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on having boenchosen 
to fill the distinguished office you now occupy. 
The conduct of the present Parliament has been 
of an exceptional character, and one that I hope 
will be maintained to the end of the session, 
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whether iG be long or short. I also join with 
Dther ban. members in the sentiment of regret 
they have expressed at the departure from our 
midst of two members who took an active part 
in our deliberations, and who proved themselves 
excellent citizens apart from political matGers, 
and I also desire to express my feelings of sy m­
pathy towards their relations. I have just seen 
a copy of the Peak Downs 'l'eleg,·am, which circu­
lates somewhat briefly in my electorate, and takes 
a more or less active interest in politics on the 
negative side. It is a squatters' jnurna], and is 
supposed to expre,s the sCJnatters' sentiments, 
and at election times it generally opposeR me. 
On the only occasion on which there has been a 
contest in my elecGorate for the pa<t few years 
it supported my opponent, Mr. Risien. This 
paper points out that, judging by the reports of 
what has t!tken place in this Chamber, it would 
be in the public interest that some mighty person 
armed with a large axe should be let loose in 
this Chamber. The sentiment expressed by the 
editor may not be a common one in the country, 
but I am inclined to think it is pretty common 
amongst newspaper men, who compare our con­
duct in this Chamber with our conduct !tt the 
banquet we attended last night. Members of 
all classes of society and all shades of poli­
tical opinion sat together in harmony last 
night at the banquet tendered to the Go­
vernor-General ; and why should not the 
same harmony prevail on every occasion 
where public men f,Jregather? For the last 
three or four weeks I have sat here and l:stened 
carefully !tnd attentively to an exhibition which 
words fail me to describe accurately. \Ve have had 
charges and countercharges ; we have had alle­
gations made by men who stand equally well in 
the community as against each other; we have 
had revelations with respect to the conducb of 
members connected with the Independent Oppo­
sition, the Government, and the old Phi'p party, 
which has since been absorbed by the present 
Government, In all these cases we have had 
members getting up and making serious allega­
tions against each other with respect to offers of 
portfolios and politic!tl preferment, until the man 
in the street-the man who reads the newspaper 
-who regards this deliberative assembly !tS a 
legislative holy of holies, has come to the conclu­
sion that we are simply a gang of politic"'] ad­
venturers; that we are here simply to get as much 
as we can for ourselves; that it is our desire to 
replace others with profit to ourselves. That is 
the impression of the m!tn in the street-that the 
majority of members seem to be engaged in this 
remarkable occupation. The st"'tement has been 
·made f1equently in this Chamber that portfolios 
have been hawked up and down the street, and 
it has become a Queen street saying that every 
second man y0u meet has a new Cabinet in his 
right-hand pncket, !tnd a piece of blue metal in 
his left to float a mine. (L!tughter.} If this 
kind of thing is to go on, the m!tn in the street, 
who is a most important person, will begin to 
snopect the value of parliamentary institutions. 
And he will probablv go further-he will demand 
the !tbsolute abolition of our State P"'rliament. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. LESINA: This thing is going in the 
·direction of unification; and the present position 
of aff<tirs does not give hope to thoAe who do not 
think the abolition of our State Parlian:.ent will 
·be an improvement. Down below there is just 
the same kind of thing-not a bit of work has 
been done this ses•ion in the Federall:'arli!tment. 
Parties are divided, and almost every politician 
is more or les' satiofied that he is as good as the 
next man, if not better, and anxious to prove it 
·by securing office, and prepared to do anything 

to get there. This sort of thin(( •eems character­
istic now of Australian Parliaments, and it 
seems !tS if our institutions are becoming Ameri­
canised in the worst sense of the term. Nearly 
all the Stateo> in America have Ptwliaments. 
Some of them meet only once, and some meet 
only twice or three times in three years. They 
are practically controlled by big men outside. 
All the appointments !tre pmctieotlly sold, 
and they manag-e to exercise influence even 
on the Supreme Court judge". If th!tt sort of 
thing comes about in Australia it will be a sorry 
thing. It is not altogether owing to the fact 
that we have British institutions in Anstmlia 
that we have hitherto been proof against those 
corrupt influences, because the Americans came 
from English stock originally ; but I regret to 
say that there is apparently " tendency in 
Austmlia to-day to Ameri<:anise our political 
institutions. There is amongst some politicians 
the attemp', covert and overt, to make a profit 
out of Parliament. I don't say there is a deliber­
!tte attempt to corrupt our institutions in order to 
put profit into their pockets, but there is a tendency 
in the direction of c•msidering official preference 
of more importance than the public interest. 
That is a most regrettable thing. lt is not confined 
to any one p!trty; but, if any p!trty has set its 
face against it, it is the party sitting on this side 
of the ChambPr-I am not correct there-the 
partv which is known as His Majesty's Consti­
tutional Opposition-the party which for years 
past has been known to the country "'" the Par­
liamentary Labour party. I hope that party 
will always set its face otgainst politic!tlpatronage. 
The leader of the Opposition, as he was in duty 
bound to do-and as I am very pleased to see he 
has done well :tnd ably-has moved a vote of no 
confidence in the Government, as an amendment 
to the Address in Reply. In this motion of no 
confidence he challenges the existenl'' of the 
Government, as he has a perfect right to do, 
as he should do as le;der of the Opposition, 
if there is any busine's in the Opposition. We 
are now debating that motion of no confidence, 
and I think we should confine ourselves entirely 
to that subject. The Address in Reply does not 
concern me a bit at the present moment, and I do 
not intend to refer to it. When we come to it, 
as we sh~IJ after a division, I propose to 
deal with the Address in Reply in my own time 
and in my own way. The motion of the leader 
of the Opposition will be determined by a vote 
of the House. Hon. members have the matter 
entirely in their own hand8, and they will declare 
it by a vote either for or ag!tinst the proposition. 
There is a great deal to be said in favour of such 
a motion, and I propose to say some of the things 
that can be s!tid in its favour. Later on I pro­
pose to deal, !ts circumspectly as I possibly can, 
with the results that may accrue from the carry­
ing of the amendment. First and foremost, I 
would like to point out that en Opposition that 
knows its duty could not but act in the way in 
which the leader of the Opposition has acted. 
Government by declamation ought practically to 
have reached its end in these days. The govern· 
ment of a country cannot be carried on by 
declamation. It cannot be carried on by fine 
speeches. It must be carried on in a bminess­
like way; and if it is not being carried on in a 
businesslike way, is the duty of the Opposition, 
sent here by the country-or by a number 
of voters in the country-to challenge the .exis~­
ence of that Government. lf the Oppositton IS 
weak, it i" a disadvantage to the Government. 
If there is a strong Opposition, it not only creates 
confidence in the country, but it is a distinct 
advantage to the country. It is also a most 
distinct advantage to the Government to have 
a str.mg Opposition. For many years in 
tho British House of Commons Labour waR 
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represented by a number of men, who, although 
some of them gained considerable distinction- I 
might mention amongst them Sir Francis Burdett 
-theie repredentat.ion of the wage-earning cla~ses 
aprw rrs to have been gnided by the principle 
that they could only tffecti vely displ'ly it by 
notoriety in declamation. One of tbe best 
authont,ies on ]'arliD,ment>try law, \V alter 13age­
hot, HPE-'lking of the Unreforrned Parliament in 
his· \vork on '' Parlia.mentary Hefonn,:' has a 
paragraph which I >hall real) and apply to the 
party sitting on this ~i.de, known as Ilis 
1\Iaje~ty·.:> Constitutional Oppositinn, but better 
and more favourably as the Parlial!lentary 
Labour Party-

In one rcspeet, however, the representa.tion of the 
worldng r>las.ses which V,t· formerlY had. in this country 
lll<tY be ronsldcref1 to have been :;{wec.;;:sfnl. The tmn1s 
in which the t"nffragr, "\YHR practically UliiYcrsal at times 
sent to the House of Commor!:l. 110l spokesmen of their 
own gricvarJh .,, bnt spokesmen of grievanl'c~ in general. 
Sir l''rancis Burdett is but the type. nnd the best~ known 
instance, ol' a ·whole clat'is of members who, in fm·mer 
times. WCE' ~Llways rearly to state anyone's corn plaints, 
without nJU ·h inqniry -..vhether tbey were t:ur~; to hring 
fon~ ard. n case, \vithout much asl\ing whether it were 
very well founded; to make a general declamation ahnut 
the sntferings of the connny which \Vas a kinil oi' 
Crtl"f'((t against abnses in general, and might be con­
strued as :1 protest against any particular one which 
chanced to occur. Snch unthscrirninating an<l vague 
invertives had their us2. 1'hey prm-entcrl gross in­
stances of administrative harshnfss-at lt:a~t theY 
tend.ed to prevent them. They prevented the air Of 
politks from becoming stagnant; they broke the mono­
tony of class domination. But it may he questioned 
whether, on the whole, tllelr influence wns bcnefil'ial. 
These reckles::: orntors had but little moral wei~ht; they 
were too ready \Vi1h their statements to gd them 
trusterl, thl~Y were t0o nndi.'H''l'imina.ting in their objec­
tions for tho~e o! jcetions to have inrtuenre. .A weak 
Opposition is commouly said to be more advRntngeons 
to a GoYCi'nmmH than no Opposition at all: it giYes an 
impress~on to the public that all which c::m be saW 
against the plans of the Cabinet has been said; it gives 
an irnpre~sion that what is unchecked is checked, that 
what is nn<'ontrolled is controlled. It diminishe~ the 
praeticalresporsibility of an Administration by dimin­
ishing the popular conception of its power. 

That is written with reference to the democrats 
who sat in the Home of Commons as the dass 
representatives of an exclusive section of the 
working classes some few years ago, but who did 
not effectively represent the labouring classes as 
they ought to be represented. The party sitting 
on this side of the Chamber are rnariy years 
ahead of that. The Labour organisations through­
out the Australian States-and even of that 
larger organisation to-day moving on parallel 
lines throughout the civilised world wherever 
the franchise has been granted to the people as a 
whole--have had the effect of bringing into exis­
tence in all the various Parliaments a strong and 
coherent party pled!{ed to refm m, and whose 
prir:ciple characteristic is its unswerving soli­
danty anrl adherence to principle, and its 
determination under no circumstances to traffic 
in those principles, but to stand by them, in weal 
and in woe, in fair weather and in foul, against 
any combination, if it be neces~ary, if their prin­
ciples demand it. It appears to me that in this 
party sitting here twenty-three strong we have 
a splendid example of that unifviiJg solidarity 
which makes them a coherent party, an;l 
which makes them a coherent and intelligent 
Opposition which can be of use to the Govern­
ment, as well as a danger to the GcJVernment, 
if that Government errs in any direct.ion 
in its administration of the public affairs. Even 
if this Government may not go out of office, if 
the country is satisfied that there is in this 
Opposition an intelligent body of men who are 
prepared to watch carefully the administration 
of public affair", it giws confidence to the 
country, a coufidence which can be given in no 
other way, except by the translation of the 
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party opposite to these benches, and by the 
translation of this party to the benches opposite. 
But short of that, if we can prove by our adher­
ence and attachment to principle that we are 
intPlligent and hone~t critics of the Government 
and their adn1inistrn.:tion, we have g-one a long 
way towards e,,tabli,hing public aff"irs on e~ 
sound basis. This leads up to the Jl<,int that I 
desire to make. The introdnction of the Labour 
party into Qneen,,]and politics-as into all the 
otlwr Sta.te P<trliarue.nb::, and e\·en jnto the 
FederrJ Parliament-an intrndnetion which has 
since been ]litrct!lelec! by the introduction into 
the mother of Po~rliaments of a strmq and united 
Labour l :uty, is clear evidence that can­
not be set asidtl that the great mass of the 
enfranchi:-;ed workers VV(~re dis;;;atisfi~_d, and 
continue to be di~~atisfied, \Vifh d::t"s repre· 
sentation - the class represent'ltiun of the 
workers in the past of which I h"ve already 
spoken, by which employers have heen the 
representatives of muployee~, \-vben there it; 
no cmnlnnnH.y {•f interE-s~s be~-wcen en1ployers 
and employed. I know employers will C[llr,don 
that fact, but we, in our cL ss consciousne&", have 
come to reali:'<e that it is impos~ib1e for an ein­
ploy~r in Parliament adequately to repre,ent an 
employee out of Parliament. The emplo~·ees, 
nu m b.-ring, as they do, 1 he big msjority of the 
enfrancbisPd workers in the ~..\._n~tra.li:tn corn· 
m unities, can only be represented by and through 
themselves. The men who sit here to-day have 
been 'electfd bee' .use of that belief, whether that 
belief he well or ill founded. The fact remains 
that we have here a party, twenty-three strong, 
elected by many thousands of vote m, put here to 
represent antl to voice and to vote for the needs 
of the working classes. The people had lost f<'ith 
in those sittinc;--I do not say sitting on the 
Government side of the House, or on the back 
Opposition cross benches even-but they have 
lo~t confidence in those persom who are not 
workers representing any body ,,f workers. No 
1nan can sit on the Gnvernn1ent. E-ide and be a 
worker. though he may be an active worker in his 
trade. Unless he is in,ide the bond' of the Labour 
party he is not a true representative of labour. 
The Labour party is like "Kipling's Cat" that 

walked by himself. The Labour 
[7. 30 p.m.] party walks by itself. It know' no 

other party; it has abwlutely no 
knowledge of any other party. Its constitution 
prevents it having any knowledge of any other 
party, and it has to fight any party oppcsed to 
its platform. I propose to prove that clearly 
and conclusively, not only from the platform of 
the party, bnt frcm the last manifesto on which 
the party here were elected-a manifesto which 
was published over the sig-natures of my friend, 
the leader of the Opposition, and Mr. :Mat, 
Reid. This party-1 do not speak of the 
Labour party in a speciBc sense, but in a 
general sense as representing the great army o~ 
Labour-this party, I say, has some very good 
reasonq for its existence. I have just qnoted an 
extract from Mr. \V alter Bagehot. I propose now 
to quote a further paragraph from the writings. 
of that gentleman dealing with the representa­
tion of Labour. It is j nst as well to make the 
ground solid step by step, to lay down my pre­
mises firmly before drawing my conclusions. Mr. 
Bagehot is a Tory, and his opinions will,no doubt 
be particularly acceptable to hon. members sit­
ting on the other side of the House. He is a 
constitutional writer of repute, and he is careful 
and conservati\'e. I do not care to quote any 
other kind of writer, otherwise I might have it 
thrown in my face that I am quoting from a 
revolutionary writer who was merely talking to 
the gallery. 

Mr. KENNA: 13agehot was always anti-Labour •. 
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Mr. L ESIN A: Yes, and I am going to quote 
him for that ren,,on, and because he is a good 
constitutional writer. \Vhat \Valter Bageh<>t 
can admit, surely hon. members sitting on the 
other side of the House can admit. And this is 
what he says-

<! Parliament should know what each section in the 
nation thinks before it gives the national decision. 
This is the true reason for admitting the working 
classes to a ~hare in the representation. A g-reat 
many itleas, a great many feeling~ have gathered 
among artisans-a, peculiarly intellectual life has sprung 
up among them. They believe that they have intc1·ests 
which rtre mh;conceived or neglected; that they know 
something which others df} not kuow; that the thom;hts 
of rarliarnent aro not a:o1 their thoughts. They ought to 
be allowed to try to eonvince Parliament; their notions 
ought to be stated a.s tl1ose of othee classes are stated; 
tb.eir ad~ocates should be heard as other people's advo­
cates me heard. . . . A~ long as a great class, 
congregated in politieal locaHties, and k11owu to huve 
political thoughts nntl wishes, is without notorious and 
palpable ad,-ocatcs in Parliament, we ma.y prove on 
paper that our rep re:, ~ntation is adectuate, but the 
world will not believe it, . . . . It is vain to de­
monstrate that the working chtsses have no grievances; 
that the midU.le classes have clone all po:-osible for them, 
and GO on, \Vtth a crowd of arguments \Vhich I need not 
repeat, for the newspapt:., h:eep them in type, an cl we 
kno\V them by heart. hut so long as there are no evi­
dent, luces::.ant representative~ to spealt the wants of 
artisans, there will be a <liffn~ei d1~ Rtisfaction. I~ very­
body mnst say now, ' onr representative system mnst 
be imperfeet, for an immet1se cln.ss has no mem­
bers to speak for it.' . . . . Tile way to stop 
thr· comphtiut that arthmns have no member,, is to givE; 
them members-to ere ·ttC n body of represcntatlYe::., 
-chosen by nrti~a1u, bdi 'dng, as .':\11'. Carlyifl \Vould say 1 

·that artisanlsm is the one tiling needful.''' 

Xow I shall gi,·e ano,her r1uotation from an 
entirely different f:ource. I qn,Jted just now a 
tury \vho.se argurnents fShoulJ c.1rry convictjon 
into the mnks of the enemy. Now we shall 
have a qn(\tntion frurn an entirely diffetent 
sonrce-n. fJUotation from the l{nights of L tbour. 
I have the honour of being the only memb~r of 
thi-; House who is a, nlt~inh::~r of that borly. I 
an1 a full-blnwn metub'="r of that great urg-.-tnisa­
tion, and it is an excLllent organi~~tion. rrhis is 
what the Knights of Labour say-

Labonl' has neYer a:-snmed governtncn tal control be­
cam· a jt bclie\·ed its cause ju:;t. and Hs means of 
securing jn~tice adequate. The c.-tuse l'emams jnst., 
but the means hav0 failed. A p )lit.icalv~trty, organisei 
for the expre~s and spt)c~fiu purpose of permanently 
settling tlw cl;flieultic" exi~ting between capit;tl a.nd 
la .. bour, whhont an:· alliances or entanglCHBnts with 
any other party, wi~l not only be certain of succc·"'s, 
but will brl of inestimal)le benefit to peace and social 
perpetL1ity. 

There you have two sltcf.ements-one by an 
or;;anis>ttion which numbers nearly 1,000,000 
rnembcrs, and the otht-r from a conBervative con­
stitutional 'vriter. Eo::wh approaches the question 
from opposite poJ,, of thought, and both arrive 
at the same conclusion. That ought to be con­
vincing that the Ln,hour ore!anisation has a right 
to be represented by rnernbers in Parlimnent, 
mmnber.:~ who ·will r_pres!-:)nt the intensts of the 
working clas~es and v·oice their wants and needs, 
because other r~presentatives have so far failed 
to repreE~'nt thost~ \\'ants and needs. \Ve htt\·e a 
number of members in tbis Chamber pledged to 
represent the interests of the working cla~ ::;es. 
\Vhen a man joins tile L,bour party be wants to 
know wlut lu is expected to do, and he is tolrl 
plainly what is expeeted of him. A man joining 
the L:;bour party joins it with his eyes wide opeu. 

i\fr. KEOGH: No, no-by c:,ucuR. 

Mr. LESIN A : He does not join, as the hon. 
memlJer for R"'Bwood did, with both eyes shut. 
(L,nghter.) \V ben we join the Labour move­
ment we know precisely what_is expected of us· 
what political dogmas we have to express ou; 

faith in ; what particular gospel we have to 
accept; what particular principles we have to 
advoc<tte. There is no mystery about the thing. 
A m'1n is not initiated in the dark, but walks 
into the thing with his eyes wide open in broad 
day light. If he does not like it he can turn 
back ; but once in be mmt stick, and stick fast 
and firm to every jot and tittle of the pbtform 
-not a cross must be rernoved frmn a "t" nor a 
dot frmn an '' i." No single shaving n1ust be 
taken off the vlatform. (La11ghter.) This has 
been stated on previous occasions by other 
membero better, perhaps, than I am stating 
it to-night. In our principle~ we are dog­
n1atic. Our supporters rnu.;;t sign the whole 
pcatform-they must go the whole hog- with 
that platform. There is no escape. There is 
no romn in our ranks ftn' slippery, Laodcecean, 
rail-straddle.rs. If you use the party for awhile 
you cannot use it perm mently, for, when the 
party rea!ir. s that it i; being used, out goes 
the person who is using it. Let us see exactly 
what we have g.>t. I have here a paper which I 
do not altogether care about. It is a paper which 
rr:pretents the exploiting cJassf;;;; it i:::; a ea pi tal­
istic production. It advocates the class interests 
of capita], of profit-monger:-., and of interest~ 
mongers-the three cl as ·es which prey up·m 
labour~the C'om icr. (Laughter.) This paver, 
on the 17th April, 1(107, devnted an enormous 
amount of space to the pulllic->tion ;,f the L:thour 
manifesto-the p:atform upon which the Labour 
party stand. You, Sir, will rem. mbcr tlut there 
vvas an election in 1007, and, on s•.)me lllY~'tet ions 
i,,ue, which I have ne,·er be: n able to grasp, 
there was an<jther election in lDOH. If I am 
right in my rrc.,llectwn of that matter, the hou. 
tnember fur Ip~wich b.rtid the other night that 
the issue at that election wa' a bogus one 

:\Ir. BL.\IH : That is my opinion. 

1\..'lr. LESINA.: .i\nyhnw, \Ve quite be]jeved 
there wa~ something- in the issue, that our rights 
anri privilege; were being taken away Ly the 
cold-blooded statesman then iu power. \Ve may 
have been misled. Othms have been misled 
befr)re us, and others will be rnis1cd after \Ve have 
shift~:"d off "thi-; mnr~al c11iL" HtnveYer, dnricg 
the elecLions of lDOS, this pbtform was still in 
existt nee, [lnJ. it will re1n:.1in in existence until 
the convention in HllO in Townsville ;s held. 
This manifesto was i;sned then on behalf of the 
party. It reads-

Amidst the mimic clash of rival manife~toes which 
might, readily have heen nnited under one leader, so 
little do they differ in essential policy--

There was very little difference between the 
manifeFJtu of the bun. n1ul1btr ftn' Town~:Wille 
and the manifPsto issued by the present he~d of 
the Governrnf'nt, aH leader of thF then known 
Kidston party. I pointed it ont to the House. 
In fact, I sh<JWed the points of agl'eement, so 
there was abso~utely no trouble ab,,u~ them 
coalescing. 

GOYER1':11ENT ME}!BERS : Hear, hear ! 

i\Ir. LESIK A: The manifesto go<" on-
it is importrmt tlmt th~ L~tbonr pttrt.v shonld lay 
before the electors, for their guidan(~e. a fuller f~xpn:-:.i­
tion than is 11!3-Ual in this form of the programme and 
princivlc<:.t which, with increasing iniinence upon pablic 
aff;Lil':::, haYe heltl the field of 110lllies since the 
memorable elections of 1803. 

Then they pr 'c<Oed to gi\·e the history of the 
formation nf this 1 ;1rty. That has been dealt 
with Yerv fullv bv the hon. mr~mber for Charters 
TL>Wf'rs, "l\Ir. ,l\1Ll1lan, a.nd other hf1n, mern1Jer3 
have refened to it. Other bon. member' on the 
other side have quoted fragment, of the plat­
form, and all this shows th,;t until 1 he present 
time there has been a coherent policy ob·,erved 

Mr. Les-hw.] 
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by the men behind the machine-that the men 
behind the Labour machine have one particular 
object in view. All the political action taken 
since then in this House and outside has been 
taken wich the one desire to achieve that par­
ticular objective. Only recently it has been put 
in plain English, to which I shall refer later on. 
The mrLnife,to then goes on to say-

The Labour movement then first ilefi.nitely disen­
tangled itselffrom the ont-worn creed of liberalism, 
and stood upright upon it:-. reet. 

1Vhat it is desired to stress here is the inUustrial 
character of its origin. The Labour pn.rty was brought 
into being to as~ert the claims of the working class to 
economic justice and social equality. It has no other 
reason for its existence. Such being the case, it can 
never become merged in another party, nor can it enter 
into an alliance of any kind except ns a means to the 
end which it mu~t ever keep in view. No other party 
can take up its wol'k and mission. It was the demon­
strated failure of liberalism as the professed friend of 
the worke s, and its treacherous servility to the 
enemies of the people, that brought clearly home to 
organised Labour the necessity for direct representation 
in the Legislature. 

Under every flag and form of government, liberalism 
has proved itself to possess a false tongue, to talk glibly 
of friendship for Lftbour, and a quick hand to stab 
Labour in the back at the bidding of its capitalistic 
masters. 

There is no gainsaying that fact. Ib is absolutely 
true along the whole line. Every man outside 
the planks of the Labour party who is liberal­
he may be prepared to use the Labour party 
for some time in order that he may promote the 
particular programme that he himself has in 
view, or to seek personal advancement-which is 
more frequently the object of a majority of 
politicians. (Hear, hear !) My point is this: 
The time muot eventually come .when Labour 
must stand alone. 'rhat is the history of the 
world. The Knights of Labonr is in exactly the 
same state of affairs. At conventions held in 
various parts ,.f Europe precisely similar results 
have been pointed out - they have pointed 
out that instead of Labour and Liberalism 
working together, in the long run they have 
had to fight L~bour, or Labour has fought 
them. This is illustrated by the fact that on 
a socialist taking office in the French Cabinet, 
within three weeks he has to instruct the troops 
to fire upon miners on strike or he has to 
leave the Cabir,e'. Does he leave the Cabi­
net? No, he directs the military to fire upon 
those unfortunate strikers. That is the danger. 
Labour ought to remain in opposition until the 
j:eople outside send a sufficient number of men 
into I'arliamemt to make it possible to form a 
straight-out Labour Government. The Labour 
party has grown year by year until the number is 
twenty-three. There was a time when the 
number was thirty·fi,·e; bun owing to certain 
weak Labourites being seduced, it wao reduced 
down to fourteen. Only fourteen members were 
prepared to sign a document electing the present 
leader to that position. Only se\'en could be got 
in this House to d;:, it. I was one of the seven ; 
but then we got seven others, so that ultimatelv 
there were fourteen who agTeed to select the pre­
sent leader of the Oppo,ition as the leader of 
the Labour party. \Ye went to the country, and 
came back seventeen strong-, then twenty-two 
strong, rLnd now we are twenty-three strong, and 
when the people of (~necnsland are preprLred for 
a Labour Government-so far they are evidently 
not prepared for a Labour Government-they 
will return not twenty-three but forty-three 
Until that time comes-I repeat it boldly, I have 
said it ont,ide the House just as boldly-that the 
people of Queensland do not want a Labour Go­
vernment, and until they do we must fight on. 
They have had the finest, broadest, and freest 
franchise any people have ever possessed for the 
last six or seven years. 

[Mr. Leaina. 

Mr. MULLAN: \Vait till they get another 
chance. 

Mr. LESI::\fA: I hope they will take advan­
age of the next chance. I am going to refer to 
that later on. But up to the present time, with 
a franchise in the hands of every man and 
woman, rLnd 80 per cent. of the people here are 
workers-employees-whose bread depends upon 
a job being given to them by some employer, 
there are only twenty-three representatt ves of 
thP worker. The rest are ali-I won't srLy hostile 
to Labour, but are representatives of Labour in 
the narrow sense as I have expressed it-that is 
in the party sense-that they are outside the 
bounds of our caucus. 

Mr. SU1INER: \Vhat do you mean? \Vhy, 
some of your best friends in Queensland are 
employers. 

Mr. LESIN A : I believe that some of them 
are friendly to the Labour movement. 

Mr. SUMNER: I mean in connection with the 
n1ovement. 

Mr. LESINA: But they do not understand· 
the princi pies of the movement. 

Mr. SuMNER: Better than you do. 

Mr. LESINA: I do not say the hon. member 
does not understand them. He is an employer 
of labour, and, I believe, 2: very good emp_loyer­
but he is not symp>tt.hetw enough to sign the 
platform rLnd come inside the ranks. There are 
a lot of" as good as Labour men," but althoiWh 
they may get the support of Labour at elect~on 
time, they evidently are not good enough to sign 
the platform. 

Mr. Sl:11Nlm : I am not speaking of myself. 

Mr. LESINA: I am not singling out the 
hon. member for Nundah. I simply say that it 
is exactly the kind of a man wht? means well, 
who is to-day one of the weakemng factors of 
the Labour movement. It is this "good as 
Labourism" which is the whole force of our 
weakness. \Vhile the Labour party is perfectly 
willino- to accept support, if thrLt support be 
given °freely, in securing the triumphs of our 
principles we can do no more than accept than 
support. \ve at:e prEO'pared. to ~ake it. As a 
matter of fact, If this motiOn '" mccessful-:I 
hope it will be successful-and the Government IS 
defeated, or if they take the proper co;rrse and 
resign their positions, then, of course, His Excel­
lency may send for either the leader of the Oppo­
sition or the leader of the other party. Lowell, 
who is probably one of the best authorities on 
this question, savs either of the": cour.Ees 
may be pursued in the event of th1s motiOn 
being carried. Mr. Lowell says, on page 34-

U the party that has obtflined a majority in .Parlia­
ment has no recognised leader. the Crown may .m trust 
the formn.tion of a, :\1.inistry to any one of itt. clue! men 
who is willing to undertake tbe task; or, if, as is some­
times the case, the parties have become more or less 
disintegrated, so th~tt only a coalition :Jiinistry can be 
formed, the Crown can send for the head of any one of 
the various groups. 

There are only two groups on this side-one led 
by the hon. member fer Ipswich, and one led by 
the hon. member for Fortitude Valley. His 
Excellency in accordance with this statement, 
might send,for either. ~ut if t?e Go_v~rnment 
are defeated and they resign their positiOn, rLnd 
the leader of the Opposition is sent for, and the 
Government is formed by him, we should natur· 
ally expect the support of those members wh_o 
srLy they a re as good as Labour men. That IS 
obvious; it requires no logic to prove that. If fL 

man is as 15'00d as a Labour man, he naturally 
votes for measures which the Labour Govern­
ment propose to put in operation. I do not pro­
pose to try and pierce the future as to what may 
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take place under a set of given circumstances 
which may never arise; hut, if they should arise, 
I anticipate that the hon. member for Nundah, 
who ia as good as a Labour man, will as3ist this 
party by loyally carrying out the programme 
they were elected on. (Hear, hear !) I think 
that ought to be clear and obvious, and if he 
does not do that he is not as good as a Labour 
man, and proves it quickly aud lively the first 
time he votes against us. 

Mr. SG1INER: You are very ingenious; I 
admire you. (Laughter.) 

Mr. LESINA: J£veu if two members of that 
party voted against this party if they formed a 
Government, it would simply lead to the defeat 
of the Labour Government, and in that case 
they could not be as good as Labour men, be­
cause they had not supported a Labour man. 
Obviously, if we formed a Government as the 
result of the carrying of this motion, that Govern­
ment must be kept in office by the support of 
hon. gentlemen on this side who are as good 
as Labour men. It requires no ingenuity to 
prove such a simple proposition as that. 

Mr. KEOGH: Not your land taxation, though. 

Mr. LESI:'i!A: I am going to refer to what 
the programme says in a moment. I was some­
what interested just now, when this diversion 
took pla~e, in the ]Jrogramme itself. Another 
point was made here; the hon. member for \Var­
wick, who preceded me, devoted some time to 
the objective of the Labour party-the objective 
which is set forth in this manifesto which was 
issued by the convention in 1905, and which ;s 
part of the constitution of the Labour party. 
Tht>t objective is not pushed too frequently to 
the front; and, although I deny a good deal of 
what was involved in the argument of tlie hon. 
member for \Varwick, I want to point out that 
the members of the Labour party are not called 
upon specific<tiiy to sign that objective. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : You cannot be a 
Labour man without accepting that objective. 

Mr. LESINA: I entirely agree with the hon. 
member for Kennedy that, if he is a legitimate 
Labour man, he will not vote without signing 
the objective. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : It is a part of 
your constitution. 

Mr. LESINA: He is not compelled to do so, 
technicaiiy ; he may shelter himself by taking a 
technical objection. It may be that the execu­
tive is not in the platform. That is correct. But 
the executive governs the movement. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES : Hear, hear! 
Mr. LESINA: It is the machinery of the 

movement-a neces>ary part of the superstructure, 
and it cannot be eliminated. I might be accused 
of misrepresenting the facts of the case, so I will 
put the statement as it appears in the manifesto 
in the possession of the House. Then they will 
see what we do desire. I am reading from the 
manifesto signed by the leader of this party, and 
Mr. Mat. Reid, president of the executive-

If the Labour-in-politics movement is to be success­
ful in its mission, it must ever keep in the forefront 
that great ideal which makes for the industrial as well 
as the political freedom of the people. It 1s absolute~· 
necessary, therdore, that the Labour party should 
jealously safeguard its integrity as a separate and dis­
tinct factor in politicf-l, keeping ever its fundamental 
principles in view. Not. to do su would be to deceive 
the constituencies, and bring disaster upon the organi­
sation which bas been built up after years of strenuous 
effort and self-sacrificing zeal. 

Mr. Kerr, and some other of the one-time representa­
tive~ of Labour, have since been induced to surrender 
that honourable independence. But Labour it8elf can 
never do so. It can never consent to be made subser­
vient to the schemes of politicians. It is the mouth­
piece of the people. It is the instrument o! progress. 

For this reason it mnst emphatically repudiate the 
attempts now being made to overthrow its organisation, 
to :::et at nought its disciplinary pledge, rescind its 
vitalle'it declarations of principle, and render the Par­
liamentarian supremo, with the rank and file as mere 
"followers." 

There is little in the defection of th<?"e individual~ to 
occasion surprise, however mueh it may excite regret. 
It is part of the experience through v. hich all progres~ 
eive movements have to pass. Ahvays, for those who 
are lifte1 up suddenly from lowly stations to high 
positions in public liff', there is the temptation to forget 
that it is not to personal desert they owe their exalta­
tion. Xot all are strong enough to withstand tlw 
strain, but upon Labour is cast the imperative duty of 
teaching them that as it made so can it unmake; that 
it can never tolerate the pretensions to mastership put 
forward by those whom it honoUl.'Ed in the c:tll to its 
service. 

Repeating the words of the manifesto addressed to 
the electors at the last general elections, ''The Labour 
party goes to the country" now, as then, "on the same 
platform, animated by the same desire and determina­
tion to jealously safeguard its integrity as a separate 
and distinct factor in politics, keeping ever its funda­
mental principles in view." 

And now with respect to that objective. which 
appears to have caused so much trouble and 
turmoil to the minds of certain hon. gentlemen 
sitting in this chamber. \Ve have the hon. 
member for \Varwick, a most respectable repre­
oentative of the sh<.pkeeping class in politics, a 
man who takes a shopkeeper's view of political 
questions. These men do not take a brcttd and 
wide view of those fundamental prir.ciplee which 
are the ba-is of the Labour movement. These 
fundamentals are placed very clearly in our 
objective-in such plain and simple English that 
he who runs may read-

The objective or ultimate aim of the Labour party is 
to secure the full results of their labour to wealth pro~ 
dncers. 
There it i• in plain English. Before I dwell 
upon that for a moment, it behov?s this party, 
when it seeks to put a party with a definite ob­
ject out of office, to put another party in its 
place, and we are prepttred to do that. \Ve are 
frequently c.tiied smashers and revulutionists, 
persons who have no dPsire at all except to smash 
up existing conditions ; that we propose to pull 
down a certain structure which has served society 
well for many centuries, and that. we offer to put 
nothing in its place. This manifesto-our pro­
gramme-does propose to put something in its 
place. \Ve do not propose to fire this Govern­
ment out of office with a no·cofidence motinn 
merely; we are prepared to put something in its 
place quite as good in principle and in detail 
as what they propose. And first let me say 
what the object is once more. 

To secure the full l'esult of thejr industry to the 
wealth producer-

That is putting it briefly. You may have the 
whole objective, if you like, but that in plain 
English is the thing itself-

To secure the full results of their industry to the 
wealth producers by the collecLive ownership of tlle 
means of procluction, distribution, and exchange, to be 
attaine<l through the extension of the industrial and 
economic functions of the State and local governing 
bodies. 

Cultivation of an Au~trnlian sentiment, based on the 
maintenance of r~teial purity and the development in 
Australia of an enlightened and self-reliant community. 

That is the whole of our objective. And the 
manifesto sa vs this-

It is incumbent upon the opponents of Labour to 
show on what grounds conformable to rea~:.on the 
justice of such an objective can be disputf'd. That 
those 'vho do the work are entitled to the products of 
the work is a truth so self-evident that, only by reiort~ 
in a to the gros~est misrepresentations and falsehoods 
as~maliciqus as unfounded, can its clear meaning be 
obscured by the classes whose objective is "To secure 
to themselvPs the fruits of other people's industry." 

The Labour party does not propose to suddenly-
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swoop down on exi::1ting arrangernents of society 
and wipe them out. Io does not propoHe to go 
out, like some modern Samson, and pull down 
the people's temple and lean it in ruins, and to 
set the masses of the peo;>le rebuilding up its 

ternvle from theHe ruins. It pro­
[8 p. m.] poses to go step by step, so that by 

degrees we will be able to take over 
all these sources of wealth production. The land­
hoLlers at the present time c'mstitute a small 
class of the C'llltnmnity, but they are the most 
powerful class in the community-·-

J\Ir. Bow~IAN : Hear, hear ! 

::\1r. LESI::'f A : And we mamtain that the 
land question is the basic, the fun dam en tal 
principle of our movement, and that is why we 
propose to nationalise it. That is the big ques­
tinn with U'. \Ve do not want to be piliog up 
palliatives and doing nothing else. \Ve have 
dozens of palliatives in our platform, I know. 
\Ve have a number of peo[Jle wbo are asking us 
to give them these palliatives, and we put them 
in and give them to them, but we know that 
these palli·,tives will not produce bllbstantial 
result, tu Labour so long as the land monopoly is 
left to a few people. And we propose to take it 
over gradually. \Ye do not propose to swoop 
down on the landlwlders and expropriate their 
land, hu'. we propose to take tb ir land and tax 
it so that we will tax them out of their position. 

The ::\EOHE'URY FOR MIXES: That is straight 
enou~b. 

A L \BOt:l\ ='.lE:IfBER: Pub:icly created land 
values. 

::\Ir, LESTX A: \Ve prop•>se to tax the land 
motwpl)lit'-lt out of his position. 

. r.I;:, H.\HDACRE : That is it-the land monopo­
!Js:. 

:\Ir. LESIXA: \Ye want to tax the man who 
hold~ 1 •lid to the exclusion of everynne else. 
The earth was not made for the benefit of one 
cla~s <uly, nnd y~t only one cht~>; have got it. 
It lS "" netl all over the civiibed world to-day 
by a fdw, to the exclusion of everyone else. The 
stordtmli'f of labour, the foot•·tool of industry, 
and the SOl_UCes of supply of the nece!')saries of 
life are locked up to-day as the privilege of one 
c1a~s, who, for centuries past, have made the 
laws of the land, who have g"verned Parliament~ 
and Senates-~ 

A GOYEilXolEXT MEMBEI\: And always will 
do. 

;\Ir. LESI:\'J,: And r.hey have Rct their will 
upc,n the great m~"es of the pe,·p>. In addi­
tion w the ownership of land is the ownershi[J of 
machmery. That makes another class privilege 
in the f.:;·idng of employment-another nwnopoly 
in the source of empl•>:vmcnt. The htnd being 
nwnopt)li:-;ed and the jqb::; lll'mopoli~ed by those 
who :•ive thrm, therenec;::..;~arily nri.;;:.psa c'a~.s vvho 
ha\'8 nv jobs and no land. .And it is a big clas~, 
ever growing, and they mu"t sne to the land 
ll1CHl\I}HJl-il'it and to the monopolist of capital for 
a job. They mu't aRk these rnonopolists for 
wurlnn~ room, Rtanding roc.rn, and 1i ving romn ~ 
and ju~~ so n1uch as they pre-;~ for these need~ 
of cxi,tence, a hig·her ttibnte is demanded bv 
the land(nvner and by the capital-owner nnCI 
their wealth tends to gcow, whilst the ma;ses of 
the people teud to sink lower and lo\ver into 
poverty. The Labour par' y, therefore, set this 
up as thf'ir obj2etive, and in order to bring about 
the nee '· .. ~ary change we intend t0 take fro n the 
ex.l,l"iters uf bwl the value of that land by tax­
atwn. 

Mr. KEOGH: Y uu draw the line at £300? 

Mr. LE SIN A: In its wisdom the Labour 
Con ven tiou adopted a prograrrnne dealing with 
land value taxation, and· they adopted a land 
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value tax with an exemption of £300 as their 
objective. Personally, I do not believe in any 
exemptions at all, and I never refnined from 
saying so for years both here and in New South 
\Vales. The workman in \Voolloongabba who 
owns an allotment and who takes £50 of unearned 
increment to himself is just as guilty of taking 
money from the community as the man who 
takes thous1nds. (Hear, hear!) It is only a 
variation of value, but the principle is the same 
ril'(ht through. I was very pleased to see that in 
New South \Vales the other day the freetrade 
party-the liberal association-·in adopting a 
programme to submit to the country at the elec­
tions adopted a policy of land value taxation 
without any exemption whatever. 

1\Ir. KEOGH : Then yon will tax him com­
pletely ont of it. (Laughter.) 

;\'[r, LESI:\f A: This thing will not be done 
snddenly. Nothing is done suddenly except 
revolutions and explosions, and they do more 
harm than good. \Ve do not intend to proceed 
in an explosive or in a revolutionary way. 

A Gonm~Dlli:NT ::\IE:~IBER: Step by step. 

Mr. LES I:\f _'\..: Yes; we propose to take one 
step at a time. \Ve will take as long a step as 
we can e.1ch time, but we will also make "ure 
that the ground we are treading on is firm and 
sure nnder (JUr feet before we take another. If 
we n..re g-oir.g t•J swervl off, it only means more 
trouble. 

Mr. K!WGH: You as!: people to come out 
here and take up land, anJ then you propose to 
tax them out of it. (Laughter.) 

Tbe SPEAKER: Or.ler, order! I should 
like the hon. member f<>r Clermont to discuss the 
(jUescion before the House . 

l.Ir. LE SIN A: Yes; I want to arraign the Go· 
vernrnent on this point. I say that thi~ Go,ern­
ment has not got the confidence of the J!E''>ple 
becausojit has not introduced a tax fnr the purpnse 
of L;rpaJzing up land monopo:y. (Govt-rnment 
laught.;r.) And I was just gr>ing to point out 
th·;,t if we supplanted them onr dt1ty will be to 
introduce a land tax for tlnt pnrpo,;e, (Gorern­
ment langhtPr.) 

:\Ir. KEOGH: All right, my friend. (Laughter.) 
::\Ir. KENXA: Your ultimate aim is land 

nationalis:-ttion? 
Mr. LESIXA: Yes, it is. You yourself, Mr. 

Speaker, said that it was a mistake that any 
land was alienated in Qt1eensland at all. There 
is not a great deal alienated here. \Ve have an 
enormous amount of land of varying v-~lue 
which is not alienated at all. There a!'e miles 
of it of no val.ue. But we have alienated some of 
our land, and the true L1b')Ur Inan does not 
believe in the alienation of any land at all. That 
led to the tr mble between the L1bour party and 
the leader of the present Government. He 
wonld persist in selling the people'" territDry for 
revenue purposes, and we ol.Jjectcd to [t. It is 
not so 1nnch for our sakes, although we required 
it, but for the sake of the chil,Jren in the "chools 
and tbnse in the cradles who ha,ve not been 
enfranchised. By and by when they c nne man­
hood they will look on our action in parting with 
the public e~tate as supineness or ab~ence of 
fight, or lacking adhesion to principles, anrl they 
will say that we gave awoty the land without 
entering onr protest. The prote<t we made has 
had thi~ effect: That the Governn1ent sine' that 
time have not gone in for selling the public 
estate. \Ve not only say that the Government 
should not sell the land, but they shou'd go a 
step further, and get back from the htndbolders 
the land th&.t has already been sold, 'rhe 
Government made a step in that direr'ion by the 
introduction of the land monopoly tax, and by 
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the intro1uction of the betterment tax, but from 
my point of view they were all more or less weak 
attempts to tackle the gie~nt of land monopoly. 
In fighting for those two Bills a mttn could 
not buckle on his armour and fight with that vim 
that he would intro Juce into it if he knew he were 
going to dettl with the whole subject of land 
monopoly. There were verv few estates thttt 
would have come under that L·1nd Monopoly Tax 
Bill. I think there were fourteen mentioned, 
but I am not sure of that. Then the betterment 
tax was only to touch certain districts. 

Mr. AIREY : No ; all land. The original Bill 
would have affected all land. 

Mr. LESINA: I stand corrected. I under­
stood that it only took in futur<J ·lands that 
were dealt with, whereas a straight-out land 
tax would take in all lands. If a man who pur· 
chased an allotment of land here some vears 
ago for a small sum and went to England, 
came back and sold it for £10,000 and returned 
to England, what has he done. Absolutely 
nothing. It is that kind of thing that is the 
justification for the taxation of land values; 
and our manifesto in 1907 made a land tax 
the first plank in our platform. It is a re­
grettable thing that a progressive Govern­
ment, led by a gentlmnan who was at one time 
deputy leader of our party, should bring down 
a programme that does not include a tax on 
land values; but I venture to tell the demo· 
cracy of Queensland that I will do my best 
to see that a tax of 3d. in the £1 is imposed on 
all values over £300, so as to provide land 
for people who want the opportunity to make 
homes for themselves 

Mr. KEOGH: Do you mean alienated land? 
Mr. LESIN A: On all land leased and land 

alienated in fee-simple to private owners. 
Mr. KEOGH: What about the land in the 

hands of the Government? 
Mr. LESINA: Anyone would think the 

hon. gentleman was a large landowner. 
(Laughter.) I can tell him that his only hope 
of getting in for Rosewood is by supporting 
this plank of our platform. vVhile we advocate 
a land tax and the breaking up of land 
monopoly, we also advocate strongly the ex­
tension of the leasing principle, and the Go­
vernment deserve some credit for what they 
have done in the direction of leasing land. 
Bnt we had to drive them with our pikes in 
this matter, and many a nasty prod Ministers 
got to induce them to get up steam and 
adopt the principle. 

Mr. KENNA: They did not put it into opera­
tion. 

Mr. LESINA: The gentleman who was re­
sponsible for adopting the principle was pushed 
out of the Cabinet, and that is a guarantee 
to the people who do not believe in land taxa­
tion and the extension of the leasing principle 
that they will get no more of this if the 
present Government remain in power. In 
the case of leased lands the Government get 
something back from the holders and the 
public benefits ; but we do not get anything 
like the value of those leased holdings. The 
hon. member for Gregory tells me that we 
only get one-tenth. 

Hon. R. PniLP: Take a lease up and try it. 

Mr. LE SIN A: If we only get one-tenth, 
a considerable part of the value goes into 
the pockets of private individuals, instead of 
into the Treasury. If we part with the free­
hold the land is gone for ever-though Wil­
liams on Real Property says there is no 
such thing as private property in land-that 
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a person only holds an estate in fee-simple. 
lf we part with a freehold for £5, and it in­
creases in value to £500, that is regarded as 
the property of the person who bought the 
land, though that value was not the result of 
his individual exertions. He may have been 
an absentee, and the increased value may 
have been the result of railway construction 
or other public works for which the whole 
population is taxed. From the Labour point 
of view, the increased value in such a case 
belongs to the communitJ. and should be 
taken by the community. But the moment we 
propose to take it by means of a land tax we 
are told we want to confiscate the land. With 
a leasehold it is different. A lease is subject 
to a certain rent, which is periodically re­
appraisPd. \V e may not g-et the full value, 
but whatever it is rt goes into the Treasury, 
and everyone gets a share. In the case of the 
freeholder, I do not say he draws out the in­
creased value in the form of sovereigns, but 
he gets it in the form of some product which 
is exported, and for which he gets value. 

Mr. KEOGH: Will you g-ive any credit to 
the pioneers who went out into the country, 
and made the country? 

Mr. LESINA: I do not object to the 
pione~rs. The Labour party is the best friend 
the pioneers ever had, and we will prove it a 
hundred thousand times bv our votes in this 
and other legislative chambers. \Ve contend 
that what this country wants is a thumping 
tax on land values; and if we get into power 
we would be false to our principles if we did 
not make the attempt to put a tax on land 
values. vVhat assistance can we rely on 
gettmg from other members? I know the 
hon. member for Bowen will assist us, because 
he has always been an honest advocate of land 
taxation. 

An HONOURABLE :;yfEMBER: He did not tell 
the Bowen people that. 

:\Ir. LESINA: The hDn. members for 
\Voothakata, Barcoo, • SDuth Brisbane (Mr. 
Airey), and Cairns are all pledged to the 
taxation of land values. 

Mr. ALLEN: And what about the Premier? 
1\Ir. LESINA: The Premier himself has 

been pledged. He might !1Esist by not divid­
ing the House Dn the mattter. I do nDt 
suppose he will; but I am g·oing to rebut the 
charge that this party has no constructive 
programme. VVe have a constructive pro~ 
gramme, and the first plank in that pro­
gramme is a tax on land values. 

Mr. KEOGH: If you went before the elec­
tDrs you would not have a ghost of a show 
of coming back. (Laughter.) 

Mr. LESINA: We will take our chance. 
Another point in our condemnation of the Go­
vernment is this: A member on this side 
referred to the unemployed and took excep­
tion to the Governwent programme because 
the introduction of immigrants has the effect 
of increasing laud values by increasing the 
demand for land, and of decreasing VI ages 
by increaoing the competition fDr work. If 
you introduce 100 men when there are only 
jobs for twenty men the competition for those 
jobs brings wages down. As has been said 
befDre, when two masters run after one man, 
wages rise; and if you introduce a large 
number of unemployed without increasing 
the number of jobs the competition for the 
job will bring down' wages. And the demand 
for land caused by bringing out mme people 
will bring up rents-the very competition 
that brings dDwn wag·es has the effect of 
.sending rents up. So that they have ]l)ss 
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wages to pay more rent, which simply means 
that they are poorer. Under those circum· 
stances we naturally oppose immigration. I 
will deal with that when we c-ome to the 
Address in Reply, or. more properly, when we 
come to the vote on the estimates for immi· 
gration. At present I content myself with 
saying that it forms another count in the 
indictment against the Government that they 
are doing nothing for the unemployed. \\" e 
think that the unemployed question is, next 
to the land question, the greatest question 
that can engage the attention of any Govern· 
ment. It is really a phase of the land ques· 
tion. Given private landownership, with a 
monopoly of the means of production; given 
capital monopoly and limited opportunities 
for employment, and you necHssarily have a 
larp:e number of people known as surplus 
labour. That surplus labour is used to end 
a strike, to bring down wap:es. By .intro~ 
ducing immigrants, you are s1mply addmg to 
the existing distress. Our contention 1s that 
the Government should tackle this question 
Ever since I entered thi~ Chamber nothing 
has been done, honestly and sincerely, to deal 
with the gTeat question of unemployment. 

1Ir. BoWMAN: And it exists throughout 
Australia. 

J\Jr. LESINA: Yes, right throughout A us· 
tralia, nearly as badly as it does in New 
Zealand where it is perhaps more accentuated 
than in' any other part of Australasia. The 
settlement of the problem is of the greatest 
importance. Have the Government done any. 
thing in that direction'! Do they propose to 
do anything except putting these four rail ways 
before the House-which will certainly add to 
the number of employed? It appears to me 
that the question must be tackled in some 
other way. I do not think that anything that 
can be done under existing circumstances will 
settle the question satisfactorily or perma· 
nently. Nothing will settle it permanently 
so long as society is constituted as at present 
on a monopoly, first and foremost of the earth, 
and then a monopoly by custom and by luck 
and by g-ambling in the machinery of produc­
tion. The gr€'at mass of the people own 
nothing, and will never own anything, and 
never have any chance of owning anything. 
l\Iembers like the hon. member for Cambooya 
wme into this House and toll us that they 
la.nded in Queensland forty or fifty years ago 
without a shilling in their pockets, that they 
walked to \V arwick, settled down, and amassed 
a fortune. The hon. member was prepared to 
work for a low wage. I give the hon. rnem· 
ber credit for all he has done, but he only 
succeeded by trampling others underfoot. He 
may have given adventitious aid to some 
f·Brsons, but he has only succeeded by tramp· 
!ins- others underfoot. That may not be so 
true in regard to the primary industries in 
the country as in regard to the secondary in­
dustries springing up in the towns, but how 
many men can land from one of the immigrant 
boats nowadays ,,·ithout a shilling, walk to 
\Varwick, and succeed as the hon. member 
for CatnLooya. l1a.-; douo '? The chancf'::; are 
gone. 

J\Ir. GRAYSOX: They are greater than ever. 

1Ir. LESINA: We cannot all get front 
seats. 

:-.Jr. GRAYSOX: Much better conditions exist 
now than there were then. 

J\Ir. LESINA: It is surprising the number 
of immigrants there are in this House-six or 
seven of them. The h-on. member for Cun· 
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ninoham and the hon. member for Ca.mbooya 
are both staJ wart samples of the early pioneer 
who started with nothing, and to·day have 
something. I give the hon. members ever.Y 
credit for their success. I do not begrudge It 
to them in the slightest degree-nobody 
does; but we maintain that the opportw;rities 
they p:ot are not open to-day to the ordmary 
worker who arrives from the old country. 

l\Ir. G. P. BARNES: There are 10,000,000 
acres open for settlement. 

i\lr. LESINA: A man wants capital to take 
up land now. Some of the conditions rnjght 
be made easier than they are. If that were 
done, many of those who hnve now but little 
chance of success would be enabled to suc· 
ceed. But, just as the first-comers at the 
theatre get the front seats, so do the first­
corners in a new country get the best sea:ts. 
The late·corners have got t-o be content w1th 
the worst seats and the last-corners with no 
seats at all. The hon. member for J\Iitchell 
reminds me of a fact that he brought. under 
my notice a week or so ago that there 1s such 
a demand for land in Central Queensland that 
deputations anxiously wait upon the Secre· 
tary for Public Lands and petition the Go­
vernment to buy Saltern Creek-a big station. 
out there-and cut it up for closer settlement. 

1'Ir. HAMILTON: Because members on the 
other side tied it up for thirty or forty years. 

Mr. KERR: Not to buy it; to resume it. 

Mr. LESINA: To resume it upon payment 
of compensation to the lessees. 

Mr. HAMILTON: vVho pae,ed that Act? 
Members on the other side. 

Mr. LESINA: Members sitting on the other 
side passed the Act of 1902, while member& 
on this side opposed it strenuously. 

J\lr. BowMAN: The present Secretary for 
Public Lands considers it the greatest rn1stake 
ever made by Parliament. 

Mr. LESI::-.iA: It is pleasant to get such an 
admission from the Secretary for Pubhc 
Lands, for, while he is in that frame of. mind, 
he is not likely to introduce another B!ll pro· 
posing to give extensions of least'' in Queens· 
land. I have thus dealt with some of the 
things that characterise the Government pro· 
gramme, and we believe that. if this House, 
in its wisdom, determines to eject the Go­
vernment from office, we shall be afforded an 
opportunity of attempting to put into prac· 
tice some of that programme that we have 
had before the country for years. For fifteen 
or sixteen years the Labour party, on scores 
of platforms. in scores of newspapers, and in 
specchn dolh-ered in this Chamber and out· 
s1de, hav0 been preaching the urgent need 
,vhich exists for carrying out this program1ne, 
and every man who votes for us honestly be­
!ici'CS that we are going to carry it out when 
the opportunity off r,. If we ta.ke the votec 
of men in the bush. who busy themselves w1th 
their avocations throughout the ye-:r, ar:d 
have not much time to devote to pohtrcs m 
this Chamber-if those men honestly l?'ve us 
their votes at election· time under the Impres­
sion that we arc going to strive to put our 
programme on the statute-book, and we do 
not carry out that programme .when the op!Jor­
tunity offers, then we arc s1mply dece1vmg 
them, and no excuse will mi tigatc our offence. 
\Ye shall be guilty of deliberate dishonesty to 
camP here as a body of delegates of tho 
workers outside pledged to do their work­
which practically means putting on the statuto-
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book certain principles contained in our fight­
ing platform and in our E,eneral programme­
and then, when the opportunity offers, skulk 
a way in a cowardly fashion, and neglect to 
carry out our pledges. Certainly, with twenty­
three men we can do little; but if there are 
men in this Chamber who believe in the 
I.abour party-who believe that the Labour 
party should be given a chance to carry out 
their programme, now is their opportunity. 
The Fisher Government were afforded an 
opportumty. I did not think at the time that a 
Government d,jJpendent upon the Deakin party 
had much show. I did not think it a wise 
thing to undertake the government under the 
circumstance,; but many thing-s have hap­
pened since then which incline me to alter 
my opinion. It has afforded an object lesson 
of the utter impossibility of the Labour party, 
either in the Federal Parliament or in any of 
the State Parliaments, carrying out its pro­
gramme that has been so long before the 
country that every schoolboy is acquainted 
with it, unless the country is prepared, by the 
exercise uf the broadest franchise enjoyed by 
any people in the world, to put into the House 
a sufficiently strong party to carry out that 
policy. Until the countrv does that, I am 
prepared to admit that it does not want a 
Labour Government, althoug-h it may be pos­
sible for the Labour party. under certain cir­
cumstances, to form an effective Government 
if they receive some assurance of support. 
\\'hat assurance of support have we in the 
event of this motion of want of confidencH 
being carried? It may be said, and I think 
correctly, that that is a matter which will be 

determined when the contingency 
[8.30 p.m.] arises-that when the doctor is 

called in that will be the time to 
prescribe. vVe are not moving this amend­
ment expressing want of confidence in the 
Government for fun, merely to let off sky­
rockets, to indulge in a little fireworks in order 
to amuse the electors outside. I know that 
electors are easily amused at times. \Ve have 
heaps of evidence of that in the papers at the 
period of an election. But we are not now 
letting off a few fireworks to amu,e electors 
outside. \Vhat we am anxious to do is to 
havo this programme carried out, and we 
challenge the Government because we believe 
this programme cannot be carried out unle;s 
they aro defeated. Therefore, we hail with 
satisfaction every offer of support that comes 
from members in this Chamber. I have 
listened with considerable pleasure to the 
speeches made by hon. members on the back 
benches, and although many personal ele­
ments might have been eliminated from those 
speeches to the strengthening of the speeches 
themseh-os, still I was pleased to hear that 
they will vote for the motion proposed by 
the leader of the Opposition. If they 
cb that, it is possibie that the reign of 
the present Go1·ernment will not last much 
longer, and in the event of the Government 
being defeated we shall be able to form a 
Government which will carrv out the radical 
programme I have indicated::_the programme 
contained in the Labour platform and in the 
manifesto issued b;c the party in 1907. \V e 
wa.nt a land tax, and we want the abolition 
of tho Legislative Council. A Government 
which stands in the ''ay of the abolition of 
that Chamber should not be permitted to hold 
office any longer. \Ve also want a Trade 
Disputes Bill of a kind which will be satis­
factory to Labour. \Ye are anxious to secure 
such a measure, but a Tra.de Disputes Bill, 
prepared by a Labour Government, is the only 

kind of Trade Disputes Bill which is likdy to 
oatisfy Labour OLllsick•. Then there is a.n 
Old-age Pensions Bill. \Yhat have the Labour 
party done with regard to such a measure; 
They were instrumental in getting the present 
Act passed. But. the· outdoor allowance should 
be raised from 5s. to 10s. a week. One of 
the first things the Labour party would do 
if they were in office would be to raise the 
indigence allowance from 5s. to 10s. a week. 
A Compulsory Conciliation and Arbitration 
Bill is badly needed. What hope is there of 
getting such a measure unless the present 
Government are fired out and the Labour 
party are plaoed in power? 'l'hen we further 
desire to see a public sugar refinery and 
smelting works established. Those are things 
which are very much needed, and which have 
been advocated by this pa.rty for a long time 
past. They will no doubt cost a great deal 
of money, but a tax on land values will ra.ise 
that money. \Ye want pure food by legisla­
tion and administration. The Government 
have promised us a Bill dealing with this 
matter, and as it is not a matter to be dealt 
with on party lines we may be able to agree 
with them on the basic principles of that 
legislation. Another thing· required is the 
immediate stoppage of all further sales of 
Crown lands, fixity of tenure, leaseholds not 
freeholds. We cannot get those things with­
out the removal of this Government from 
the Treasury bench, and members on the back 
benches must assist us to get them. If they 
do that, they will deservH the confidence of 
their electors. I hope the hon. member for 
Drayton and Toowoomba will do his best 
to bring about the advent of a Government 
which will apply that principle in our land 
administration. If he does that, I am sure 
the electors of Drayton and Toowoornba will 
send him back here with a bigg·er majority 
than he has yet realised. His opportunity 
has now arrived. Then aga.in, we \\ant a 
State bank with loans to settlers and miners. 
\Ye want to lend money to farmers to estab­
lish silos. \V e have a long programme of 
reform that we am anxious to put on the· 
statute-book for the benefit of the farmers, 
if the farmers will only a,ist us. But th<:> 
farming representatives in this Ilouoe will 
not a,ssist us in getting those reforms. \Ye 
also want in el8ctions for members of local 
authoritiu the application of the principle 
of ono adult ono vote, no one being dis­
franchised for arrears of rates. \Ye want the 
mayors and chairmen of local bodies to be 
elected by the g<'neral body of electors, and 
member" of all hospital committees to be 
elected in the same way. \Ye want to nation­
alise the public health. It should be a 
national consideration, as is the care of our 
lunatic asylums and of our prisons which are 
in the hands of the State, and the revenue 
for their upkeep shoulcl be derived from a 
;:nvingeing tax on land values. The hon. 111em~ 
ber for Cairns laughs, but I know he at one 
time supported a. tax on land valu<>s. and I 
hope he wi]] support such a tax to bring 
about the reforms I have mentioned. 

}\[r. :\JA);K: How would it do to tax 
"Bung''? 

Mr. LESINA: Tax vacant allotments. Then 
we want constitutional reform. \Ye "ant a. 
whole host of things, but it is not necessary to 
particularise them. \Ve can, however, only 
secure those reforms with the assistance of 
hon. members sitting on the back benches. 
Those members, judging from their utterances, 
are prepared, I believe, to bring about the­
downfal! of this Government. I am with 
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them the whole way in pulling down the 
present Government and packing its members 
about th<·ir business. 

The TREASURER: You will all want the port­
folios. 

!\Ir. LESINA: Our platform provides 
against that, and prohibits alliances that are 
likely to injure the solidarity of the party. 
But it also provides that we may form a Go­
vernment with the assistance of any other 
party, provided we have a majority of the 
portfolios. I think that is a very wise provi­
sion, because in the past, when two or three 
members of our party were permitted to enter 
a Cabinet in alliance w1th members of an­
other party, their democmtic principles 
rapidly wilted. The one exception to this ex­
perience was the late Hon. \V. Browne, who 
represented this party in the !\Iorgan Govern­
ment, in which he was Minister for Mines. 
He was unswervingly honest to his principle's 
to the last breath he drew. But other mem­
bers who had the confidence of the Labour 
party, when they entered a Cabinet with 
members of another party, departed from 
their principles. In fact, their defection was 
so gross that we had to issue special mani­
festoes against them. The hon. member for 
Barcoo was specially selected as a hon-ible 
example in this connection. (Laughter.) 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: And the Pre· 
mier. 

Mr. LESINA: The Premier has been re­
peatedly mentioned as a frightful example of 
those persons who have been lifted up from 
humble positions and placed on elevated 
pedestals, and who have become-! do not 
know exactly the word which describes the 
situation-but who have become giddy by 
their elevation, who have lost their heads-or 
have developed big heads-that is a very ex­
pressive phrase. (Laughter.) And when a 
man develops a big head he rapidly loses 
sight of the party who made him, like the 
person who climbs to a certain position on 
the ladder resting on the bent backs vf 
a large number of toilers, then places his foot 
on the top rung, and gives the ladder a con· 
temptuous kick and throws it down. On the 
top of the wall, with the golden fruit within 
€asy reach, he puts his fingers to his nose, and 
says good-bye to those down below. (Laugh­
ter.) We had to single out specially one or 
two members in the past, and history has a 
tendency to repeat itself. The chances are that 
if the present Government are put out and a 
new Government is formed from a new 
alliance, the members of that alliance will 
be clutching each other's throats before 
vc;ry many weeks have elapsed. How else 
can it be? This party is a dass-con· 
scious party; it is a working-class party. 
It ha,s no room for anything except class legis­
lation on the principles I have indicated. 
Other parties may come and go, but this party 
goes on for ever. (Laughter.) Other plat­
forms are made to suit certain political con­
tingencies-certain political exigencies-and 
then as soon as the contingency or the situa­
tion has been met, the platform is promptly 
chucked up. That cannot happen with our 
platform. Our platform is eternal. It is not 
immutable. It may change from time to time, 
but only with the consent of the people who 
make it-its parents sometimes refashion it. 
The pla,tform' of all other political parties are 
the products of half a dozen irresponsible men 
who represent no organisation, and those plat­
forms spring into existence, as I saw one 
spring into existence in this Chamber only a 
few nights ago, which was a rehash of 
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Labourism and Liberalism. which largely con­
sisted of principles taken from our platform. 
It appears to me that, after all, democracy 

· outside has no truer guard or guide than the 
party which sits here on the front Opposition 
bench<>•,, and the men behind it. The Labour 
party is the only political party the people can 
trust to do its work. It is not here for office. 
There is no lust in the Labour ranks for office. 
We believe in office honestlv achieved, if it 
may be. Office at any pric€ "we do not want. 
Offico that can on!w be obtained by a sacrifice 
of our principles is not worth the sacrifice. 
Office that can only be got by stooping in the 
political gutter is not worth having. If we 
ca,n achieve offiee honourably, in a square, fair 
fight, we shall achieve it. Our electors out­
side expect us to achieve it; and then, when 
we meet, if the House is against our pro­
gramme we can just as honestly and honour­
ably walk across the floor again, and tell 
our electors that the House is not pre­
pared for us, and never will be pre­
pared for us until the electors outside send 
into this Chamber, not twenty-three, but forty­
three repres0ntatives. (Hear, hear!) \Vith 
forty or forty-three men we can carry out our 
programme year hy year, and take credit for 
doing it honourably; but, until that is done, to 
make any step forward at all we may have to 
take certain action. \Yhat is tha,t action? I 
just "ant to hridly refer to that action be­
cause it deal2 with the formation of the coali­
tion. The whole question involved in the 
motion of no confidence is this: \Vhat right 
has the present Government to occupv the 
Treasury benches? From a Labour ~tand­
point, they have no right to occupy them at 
all. I suppu>e it will take me to prove that 
statement more time than I have at mv dis­
posal to-night, and therefore I will not -dwell 
too much upon it. You will remember, !\1r. 
bpeaker, that when the Premier came back 
from England he made arrangements with the 
late leader of the Opposition, the hon. mem­
ber for Town.nille, to form an alliance. That 
ma,tter was di'lCussed in the Chamber for two 
or thre<; nights, and the question arose: \Vhen 
was this alliance first mooted? \V hen was 
this alliance first begun? The beginnings of 
alliances are at any time most difficult to 
prove. They are a most difficult thing to see. 
'l'he beginnings are so small as to be almost 
infinitesimal, almost microscopic. Neverthe­
less, there wt>re one or two small occur­
rences leading up to the gradual development 
of the coalition. Coalition. as we understand 
1t, is the union of two parties-the coalition of 
two forces. Those two forces must have some­
thing in common, or they cannot coalesce. Oil 
and water wiil not mix. Boiling water may be 
partially mixed with oil by excessive agita­
tion, but in the end the factors find themselves 
separate---when things become quietened 
down. Kow, there must be something in 
common--some feature or characteristic 
common to those two parties. otherwise they 
could not have coalesced. I pointed out what 
that feature was a couple of years ago, and I 
did not need any inspiration to do it either, 
although some hon. members thought I was 
preaching a new doctrine at the time. I 
simply went on a careful reading of the mani­
festoes of the two parti,_•s, and I show<ed to­
night in reading the first paragraph of the 
Labour manifesto to which I once more call 
attention, so as to prove my case. It reads-

Amidst the mimic clush of rival manifestoes which 
might readily have been nnited under one leader and 
one party,so little do they difl'er in essential policy. 

The manifesto of the party pointed out that 
there was no diiference between the pro-
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grammes of the two leaders-the one sitting 
on that side, and the one sitting here. Both 
i-ssu-ccl progrararr1cs to the country and in 
their leading features both those programmt>s 
'"·ere ~imilar. 

The SErRETARY FOR l\IINES: That doe< not 
fit in 'vith the argument of the leader that we 
\V€re getting· con~3rvatised. 

).Ir. LESINA: I want to devott> a little 
time to that matter. It is imnorta.nt to 
undcr.,tand it clearly. I am stating the case 
as I undorstand it. not as the han. member 
does-( a.m 111crely stating my O\i\Tn vie·w. As 
I pointed <mt to the House, I could not for 
the life of me see why thn party led by the 
hon. member for RDckharnpton and that led 
by the hon. mmnbcr for Townsvillo should 
not. Yery rnuch earlier in our parliamenta.ry 
history, have tccon1c unitt)cl under one 
leadeT, because ··o far a.s their programnlE'·s 
were coucerned, rh er- \vas nothing in them 
vi teJly opposed to each other. 

GoYEHX:l!ENT :iiEMBEns: Hear, hea.r ~ 

:\Ir. LESINA: So far as the Labour party 
\.Verc concerned, Loth \Yere ron~ervativc, only 
one '"as a little more cDnser\'ative than the 
othn. That is th<l Labour point of view. 
That is why we i .. med our own manifesto to 
sho\Y our O\Yn ideas, which we stated as 
full;. as possible. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: The electors 
pronf~unced asajnst you, that is all. 

:\Ir. LESI?\A: I ~ay Dur party stated its 
po,ition as against both the other parties, and 
W<l told the electors not to be bamboozled by 
these two wily old political leaders, becatbe 
although both of them were fighting a. sham 
ba.ttle, their principles practically CD-orcli­
nated. \Ye told the people, "Don't you be 
misled by the hon. member for Townsville. 
Do not be misled by the wily old politician, 
the hon. member for Rockha.mpton. Both 
Ocf these m<ln \\ill ham boozle you to the 
profit of their own party." \Ye told them 
to be careful. iVe stated our policy clearly, 
and 1f they thought there waq any clanger, 
they could find shelter in the ranks of the 
Labour party. \\-hen the numbers went up 
we found that not a very large number had 
taken shelter in our ranks--they did not 
return a suflicicnt number to enable us to 
undertake the a.dministration of affairs. if 
we g-ot the chance, but we secured about 
one-third of the votes of the people. 

:\Ir. :ML:LLAK: They returned seventeen 
members. 

Mr. LESINA: \Ye went out fourt.een strong 
and we came back seventeBn strong. That was 
in 1907. Then there occurred, a little later 
on, the battle for constitutional freedom, and 
that kind of thing, an.1 as a result we came 
back with an increase of five more members. 
That was twenty-two strong, and the by-elec­
tion recently won one, so that we have not gone 
back one since the election of 1907. \Ye have 
grown all the time; we are the· only party 
that has cons1stently grown. Our idea is this: 
that if the present position of affairs does not 
permit of this House being governed by the 
present Cabmet, then we shall appeal to the 
electors. The Premier indicated as much as 
that some time ago in Rockhampton, when 
he told the people there that if he could not 
pass legislation and administer public affairs 
he would appeal to the people. That is the 
proper thing to do. 

JI.Jr. COYNE: He may not be allowed to 
do so. 

Mr. LESINA: Whoever gets the opportu­
nity, anyhow, will find this ultimate appeal to 

the people inevitable. To get back to the 
point. The other two leaders got back two­
thirds of the membas returned at the 1907 
election, and in the manifesto issued by the 
Labour party there was no difference in their 
programme. If the Worker mamfesto was 
right-and I stand by that-then those who 
make any divisions are \vrong. \Yhat was 
the difference between the hon. member who 
then sat where he sits to-day as leader of the 
Government and the hon. member who sat 
here as leader of the Opposition ? \V hat did 
divide them? When there is an Opposition 
confronting the Government, as there should 
always be in any properly constituted Parlia­
ment, that Oppooition should always have an 
alternativ<' policy to place before the House 
in the event of the defeat of the Government 
of the clay. Did the hon. member for Towns­
ville have an alternative policy? Certainly 
he had. Did the Government have a policy? 
Yes; and when the elections took place, both 
placed their policy before the country, and in 
its leading features it practically dovetailed. 
The hon. member for Townsville in his pro­
gramme preached immigration, thP hon. mem­
ber for Rockhampton preached immigration; 
the hon. mernb<lr for Tewnsville preached a 
JCrogressive railway policy, the hon. member 
for Rockhampton preached a progressive rail­
wa.y policy. 

Tho SECRETAHY FOR :'.Tr};ES: An elective 
Vpper House. 

Mr. LESIKA: I have the two programmes 
here. Both adv-ocated in their programmes 
assistance being given to private syndicates to 
construct railways, but advocated security to 
the prospector as weil as to the investor ; both 
aclYO". ated fair wages to the working miner: 
both advocated the de'.-elopment of mining 
fields. the introduction of fresh capital for 
construction of rail ways ; both advocated the 
establishment of schools of mines; both advo­
cated the export of State products by foster­
ing their transport to oversea markets. 

The SECHETARY FOH :-,fEES: All very good. 
Mr. LESINA: I do not say that these 

things are not good, with the single exception 
of immigration and syndicate railways. Both 
ach·oca tee! conservation of State forests ; both 
advocated revision of harbour dues so that 
man.,. ports on our coast might be better road­
\vay$ for our expanding trade, and the in~ 
habitants of Queensland should be put on 
equal terms with those of other States; both 
ad;-ocatecl a reduction in the number of mem­
l;c,rs of the Legi .. ,lative Assembly-in fa.ct, right 
through the programma down to details, it 
w•Juld seem as though the two programmes 
had be<en privately arranged in one room. and 
then altered somewhat in phraseology and pre­
sented to the countrv bv the rival leaders. 

Mr. LENNON: \Yhat about the Upper House 7 

J\Ir. LESINA: Ye", the Vpper House; but 
lea;-ing aside some details of form, on which 
there was no agreement. but the larger ques­
tions, the questions of policy which now domin­
ate the Cabinet, with the single exception of tha 
Trade Dispute" Bill, the chances are that 
careful anal.vsis of both programmes will 
clearly show 'that the two leaders were seeing 
eve to ove. As a matter of fact, I always 
thought----and I think so still-that it was a 
prearranged plan on the part of both these old 
political leaders to combine against the 
Labour party. They had two hands against 
our one. Ea.ch appealed to his own particular 
section of the country, both threw themselves 
into each others arms, and threw the Labour 
party into opposition-that is exactly what 
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took place. The point which has been raised 
during the debate is, when did this reapproach­
ment begin to be observable? At what par­
ticular point did the two parties draw together 
like corks in a bath' The period was the 
moment when the hon. member who leads the 
GoYernmont introduced certain railways. I 
stood on the cross bench and spoke six hours 
against the syndit·ate railway measure intro­
duced by the hon. gentleman's Government. 

The Pm:;\IIEH: The member for Barcoo-I 
did not introduce any. 

:\lr. LESINA: \Yell, the hon. gentleman's 
colleague, the hon. member for Barcoo, now 
sitting on this side of the Chamber. 

The TREASUHER: The hon. member is follow­
mg you. 

Mr. LESI::\A: The hon. member for Barcoo 
IS not following me; the hon. member follows 
no man now. (Laughter.) On that occasion 
the hon. member for Barcoo introduced a 
syndicate railway Bill which we considered 
was diametrically ho·-tile to the interest•. of 
the wage workers of Queensland, and opposed 
to our programme, opposed to the pledges we 
gave our electors and against the funda­
mental principles ~f our programme and the 
pohcy we determined to fight. \Ve put up an 
excellent fight on that occasion. 

The SECHETAHY FOil ~>fiXES: You did not 
hght in 190G when the Etherid.:e Railway was 
passed. 

~Ir. LF::RINA: I am not discussing that 
matter. That was a lapse from those sturdv 
principles which characterised us as a party." 

The PRE:I!IER: You have got conservatised 
since that. 

:\1r. LESI::\A: HoweYcr, that Bill was intro­
duced by the hon. member for Barcoo, and 
we naturally fought. Then lo and behold! a 
moct remarkable thing came to pass. That 
Bill could m.Jy bo passed with the a •c•:istance 
of the Or;po"ition, kd bv the hon. member for 
Townsviile. 1vho had gol1e to the countrv on a 
similar programme. He advocated a similar 
svstem of railway construction. and when the 
labour partv. at the call of thC'ir leader 
dividPd the House. who "en rhe gentlemc~ 
who crossed that Chamber and assisted to pass 
that legrslahon? The hon. member for Towns­
vJl!e, and the party now sitting with him over 
there. They .crossed the Cham bcr, not once, 
but scYcral tunes, and for the remainder of 
i ~e se~_sion, in pas:-;ing Supply, and again in 
chsca,sron on Supply. they sat OYer there with 
the present leader of the Government and 
practically constituted themselves that 'coali­
tion which has come to pass. That is the 
moment that coalition took place, and the 
most astounchng thmg to me is that 1 he men 
who sought the. a.~sista~ce of the Philp party 
to pa·"s these railway Brlls and gag discussion 
on tbe p lssage of Supply. are the Yery men 
who to-da_v arc protesting against the coali­
tion. I obJeded to the thing all along, but it 
appears to me thaL the best possible thing 
hapl?ened for the Labour party when the 
coahtwn was formed. The night they went 
home and Yoted for that svndicate railway, 
and the hm1. member for Rockhampton drove 
us, his old ccilleagu,s, into the cold shades of 
Opposition rather than withdraw that Bill­
that moment the coalition was formed. 

The PnE}fiER: I droye vou into the cold 
shade of Opposition! You 'went there of your 
own will. 

[Mr. Le8ina. 

:'.lr. LESI::\A: The hon. gentleman might 
have kept us fl.3 his honest and sincere sup­

port€rs if he had not compelled 
[9 p.m.J us to violate our platform 

plod6eS. ::\o member of the 
House knew tetter, and knows better to-day, 
than he does that we are tied hand and foot 
to- our programme. The hon. gentleman 
knows that wh<en he tried to make us assist 
him and his cDlleag U0'3 in pa.sf,ing a syndicate 
rail way that we could not uo it. \V e could 
not do it, and he knew we could not do 1t. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member for 
Ban oo had charge of it. 

:\Jr. LESI~ A: But we knew 1hat the hon. 
member fer Barcoo did not initiate it. It 
was the Premier who drove the hon. member 
for Barcoo m that matter. Perhaps it might 
not have Leen very hard to drive the hon. 
member for Barcoo, because as a ms,tter of 
fact he said that it was a good Bill. 

The PnE:>IIER: And so it was a good Bill, 
a yery good Bill. 

:\[r. LESINA: I am not going to discuss 
that Bill now. It is part of our la.w now. and 
I would be out of order in discussing it. 
r:rhe hou. gentle1nan, kno\ving our platform 
and OLrr pledges to the Labour electors. 
knew that he should not have introduced 
that syndicate railway Dill at all, because he 
knew we cculc! nr~t ,,,pport him. But he was 
tired of us; \ve were not good enough for 
him, aud he drDVG us out. He drow· us out 
of his camp and took into coalition v. ith him­
self the verv 1nen with vvhom he is sitting to­
dav. ~o o;JC wa".. happier than I was whe11 
th;!.t coalition was formed, because I saw that 
we had a.11 our encrnies in the on-e can1p. 
And that will be splendid for us when we go 
to the elections--

The TwcA8t:RER: You have got some of 
them lack. 

Mr. LESl:NA: Ye,, we have some converts, 
and I am Yery .[dad to see it. l\lon arc coming 
back to us rOcognising that they rnade a n1is­
take in trusting too much to the hon. gentle­
man. And they are willing to confess it. 
They have crnfessed that they made a mistake. 

:\lr. HARDACHE: J'dortifying! 

:\[r. LESIKA: Mortifying! Yes, it is very 
mortifying to have to confess that you made 
a mistake, but it is better to do it openly and 
straightforwardly than to go on year after year 
trying to cover it up, and I am glad tho-,e hon. 
members did it. I honour the men who have 
come over her8 to assist us in putting our 
platform into kgislative effect. (Loud Govern­
ment laughter.) ,\nd during the coming- elec­
tions-! understand that there i, bound to be 
an election within the next month or two-I 
hope to be able to as-;ist a number of these 
members who are going to assist us, but who 
are at present outside our movement. Of 
course I can only do that with the permission 
of the organisation. If the organisation objects 
to my as::;isting nwn outside. our party, I can­
not offer that assistance. I hope that their 
constituents will deal with them tenderly­
(Government laughter)-because they have 
had their eyes opened to the perfidy of the 
hon. gentleman-a perfidy worthy of a :\[achia­
yclli-such as the hon. gentleman was gmlty 
of when he tried to induce us to forsake our 
principles, to seduce us from the sacredness 
of our platform; and, when he found he could 
not do that, he drove us right out of his camp 
and took his enemies to his l osom, and to-day 
they sit in one camp tog-ether. As I said 
before, I am very pleased that that has taken 
place. What happened after the Premier 
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·<:ame back from England? We are told that 
he commenced to make negotiations with the 
hon. member for Townsville for a coalition. 
But the coalition was already formed, and all 
that was necessary to do was to give it the 
semblance of real life. All that was necessary 
at that time was that it should be carefully 
nurtured. The Premier had to carefully 
nurture it, that was all. \Vhen the House met 
after the Premier's return from England the 
leader of the Labour party did the proper 
thing. You will find in H ansard for 1908 
that he challenged the Government with this 
amendment-

That the constitution of the present :Jlinistry-

That is the same Ministry which I see before me 
to-night-
is a vioh.tion or the will of the people as expressed at 
the b·illot hox las.t Febru(Lry, and the Government 
does not, therefore, possess the contidence of the 
House. 
That was a dragnet amendment. It has been 
so described, and it was really so .. It was 
couched in such broad terms that it gave 
every man in this House who had the faintest 
grievance against the Government a chance 
to show his grievance and vote against the 
Government. Anybody reading that amend­
ment could see that it mattered not what par­
ticular reason a m em her had for losing his 
faith in the Government, all he had to do was 
to state that he had lost his faith in the Go­
Yernment and back it up by recording his 
Yote against them. After such an explicit 
statement and amendment by the leader of 
the Labour party, pointing out that the con­
constitution of the Government was a viola­
tian of the will a£ the people as shawn at the 
February election, and after several nights' 
debate, the amendment was put to the vote 
ancl 0vcryone knew what they were voting on. 
The wording of the amendment was-

That the constitution of the Governmrnt is a viola­
tion of the 'v1ll of th8 people. as c:qn•t,ss.ed at the ballot 
at the ele;-!tions last February. 

How did the House vote on that motion? After 
a full debate, extending over some nights, the 
amendment was rejected by thirty-nine to 
t,,,enty-nino. That mado sixty-eight members, 
and, with the Speaker, sixty-nine members 
were accounted for. Two of the three absent 
members later on said that if they had been 
prf'sf'nt they waulcl have recorded their votes 
"gainst the amendment. Therefore, thirty­
nine m em hers in the House. and two more by 
profession later on, declared that they approved 
of the fusion between tha Kidston and Philp 
parties. They declared deliberately, by their 
Yotes in this House, that that fusion v"1s justi­
fiable. There was no violation of the ballot­
box according to these members at that time, 
and the fusion was justifiable. What has 
happened in the mea.ntime to alter tho situa­
tion? I maintain-and I have looked the 
matter fairly and squarely in the face-I can­
not asc<?rtain whe-re the situation has altered 
onu iota. 

GoVERl'iniEKT l\1EMBERS: Hear, hear! and 
laughter. 

Mr. LEXNON: All the applause comes from 
the other side. 

::\Ir. LESll'\A: I do not care where the 
applause comes from. That is a fact. 

::\1r. ALLEN: The constituents had not been 
asked then. 

::\1r. LESI:"i'A: \Vel!, two elections have 
been held since then. The Labour party 
succ<~cded in securing a victory in one, and 
obtained a Labour representative where 
fo:·mcrly the Government had a representa-

tive; ancl in the oi'l1er election the Govern­
ment retained the seat thev held. So, if any­
thing, the Labour party m1me off better than 
ever. 

LABOUR l\lENBERS: Hear. hear! 

Mr. LESINA: That justified more than 
ever the attitude which the Labour party tool< 
up. \V e opposed the Government not because 
they formed a coalition-we told them that 
last year-but because they are a Government 
which represents monopoly: because thoy are 
against land taxation. .\nd because they are 
against these necessities which are for the wel­
fare of the people, we say. "That Govern­
ment should go down." (Hear, hear!) That 
is the only ground on which I vote against 
this Government. I vole against them be­
cause they represent the employing interests 
and the capitalistic interest--

The PREMIER: And because vou want your 
own party in their place. · 

Mr. LESINA: Yes, and because I want to 
see the Labour part:v in their place, and that 
would enable this party to get over there. 

The PREMIER: That is quite fair. We have 
no grievance against you wishing to occupy 
this position. 

Mr. LESINA: I haYo no grievance against 
individual members. I have not a.sked for a 
portfolio, and do not expect to get one. I 
have not ear·wiggod members in the hope 
of getting a portfolio; I have not drunk with 
anyone in the hope of getting something; I 
haYe not g-one round buttonholing members 
trying to get them to do t.his t.hat, and the 
other. I have not traded or trafficked or pro­
mised any member that I would do anything; 
but I oppose this Government bec:mse they 
are opposed to land taxation; because they are 
against all the reforms which we are advo­
cating in the Labour platform. I have made 
my position perfectly clear. That is my 
reason for opposing the present Go\·ernment, 
and my rea'· on for yoting for the present 
amendment before the House. \Vhen we come 
to the Addre.,g in Reply, I will deal with a 
number of other matters, prmcipally in con­
nection with measures which have been 
omitted from the present Government pro­
gramme. I recogmse that this coalition is 
opp~cod to the Labour movement. 

lVIr. HARD ACRE: Which the people pro­
nounced against. 

Mr. LESI:\IA: They did to a certain extent. 
.:'vir. HARD ACRE: Yes, they did it emphati­

cally. 
Mr. LE SI :\lA: The hon. member for Leich­

hardt says that the people pronounced against 
this coalition. In a sense they did, but I 
would remind the hon. member of one point. 

Hon. R. PHII.P: They pronounced against 
wages boards. 

l\Ir. LESINA: I do not think they pro­
nounced against the legislation of the Govern­
ment of which the leader af this Government 
is one of the sun-ivors. I do not say that that 
legislation will be regarded as hostile at the 
pre ·.ent time by the electors. Perhaps the 
syndicate railway measure might be th€ only 
one where we, as Labour members, waulcl be 
able to get any support from the country at all. 
I doubt whether >ve should be able to do that 
where the railway is built; but in any other 
properly represented canstituency I believe 
they would carry a vote against the Go.-ern­
ment on the question of syndicate railways. 

An l!OXOl'RABLE :\lE~lllER: They W€ro con­
demned at public meetings. 

Jf r. Lesina.] 
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Mr. LE SIN A: I begin to lose faith in reso­
lutions carried at public meetings. It is 
astonishing the resolutions you can get carried 
at a public mc•3ting. (Laughter.) The deCI­
sion come to is haphazard; it has no finality; 
and it is like a Chinese cracker that hops all 
over the place. In South Brisbane, for in­
stance, they will carry a resolution one night 
in favour of the Labour party, another mght 
in favour of the Governm<>nt; and then the 
hon. member for South Brisbane and his 
friends will canv a resolution in favour of 
their attitude. 'i'he ordinarv man who goes 
to a public me9ting does n'ot think as rare­
fullv a< the trained politicia.n, a.nd is not par­
ticular whether he holds up his hand for or 
against a re~::>lution. If a man were fined for 
voting in favour of a resolution one nivht and 
ag-ainst it a.nother nig-ht, he would be more 
careful. (Laughter.) 

:\fr. HARDACRE: So would politicians. 
'The PREMIER: You might try it first m the 

House. 

:'IIr. LESIKA: I think it might be better 
to make the experiment here. (Latwhter.) 
Since the fusion of parties on the other side, 
a number of members have left the party 
opposite. 'l'h0y have given their reasons for 
doing so; and they are entitled to have their 
reasons regarded by mernbers in this Chamber 
a;; honest reaf":lons. I am not concerned "\Vi th 
those reasons; but the prillcipal one wa·c. the 
fear that the fusion wouid lead to the con­
sermtising of the Kidston party. I do not 
attach much importance to that, becauoe their 
progran1n1es a;reod in al:mo:::t eYery detail, 
and I do not .'·ee how one party could become 
n1ore cons'er\atised than the oth.Pr. _\s the 
hon. member for Leichhardt said. the pro­
gramme of the hon. member for Towllsville 
was n1ore conservati Ye ill son1e respects tha.n 
the programme of the hon. member for Rock­
hamptoll, in which the constitutional issue 
was raised. 

An IfONOFRABI.E :\[E~IBER: A hogus issue! 

:\Ir. LESI=-:A: One member tells us that 
it was a bogus issue bv which the electors 
were deceived. 'That ·shows how careful 
people want to be when issues are raised. 
'l'h0 chief advocate of the fusion of parties 
was the senior member for 'l'ownsville who 
was the victim of the statements mad,• at the 
time of the election. In 190/ these two wilv 
old politicians arranged progran1n1es vvithin a 
few days of each other, and each scoops his 
own supporters with a majority ag-a.inst 
Labour. In 1908, when there was a chance of 
.~abour coming on top, one raises a bogus 
Issue, and they go to the country. Labour 
throws in its force with tiP principal villain 
in thu piece-(laughter)-if I may be pardoned 
for putting it that way; and we find that 
he gets back a ::cain, and his friend gets back; 
and we g-et five men extra. but we are still 
two to one behind. 

'The SECRETARY FO!t MINES: You have got 
one adult one vote. 

l\Ir. LES'I~A: We have made certain re­
forms, but they were not got without the 
assistance of this party. How they were got 
is ancient history, and there is no good in 
raking the matter up. As to the members who 
crossed the floor on account of the fear they 
had of the Kidston party becoming conser­
vatis.ed, as the Bockhampton Bulletin points 
out, they might as well have waited until 
there was evidence of the conservatising in­
fluence which they fear 

Gov,:nxMENT J\-1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

[Mr. Lesina. 

Mr. LESI:0TA: But whatever may be ths 
result of thG fusion of parties on the other 
sid0, there will be no conservatising of this 
party by member:s sitting on th_e back cross 
benches. 'There 1s a strong anbdote here to 
a.nv conservatising influence that may emanate 
from those benches. ~'lost of us have been a 
long time in politics; but there are some mem­
bers vvho haYe not been so long in politics 
who on two or thrQe occasions have made 
statement-s outside, and repeated statements 
inside, which practically mean a fusion on this 
side, if such a thing be desired. I don't be­
lim·e the organi,.Jtions of Labour have spoken 
on the matter; but I know they would not 
agree' to any fusion that would have the effect 
of watering down Labollr prmcrpks, or con­
sct'Yat.isiwr tho Labour party. (Hear, hear!) 
If it is a7r important thing that the Liberal 
party should not be comerva tiscd by the Philp 
party. it is equally important that thrs party 
should see that its radica!i-m rs not conserva­
tised bv association with men who until the 
last week or two sat with the Liberal party, and 
yot···d for syndicate railways, and voted with 
that parlv to gag this party. All these things 
must be 'kept in wind, for the leopard can't 
change his spots. At least he can m one 
sense-that is. he can shift from one spot to 
another. (Loud laughter.\ 'The paper called 
the Cooktown Independent. which is published 
in the electorate of the hon. member for Cook, 
has a three-column report of an address de­
livered at Cooktown bv that hon. member. 
According to that nport, the hon. ':'ember 
gives a very fair stateme!lt of hrs posrtron-I 
think it was a very carefully prepared state­
ment. He says it may be nece csary for the 
Liberal party to use the Labour party for a 
littlo time. 
Hm;o~:RABLE :llE:UBERS: Oh! He&.r, hear! 

Mr. LESIJ\'A: He states it most emphati· 
cnJly in these words--

! believe Queen~lanU will denumd. if neeessary at the 
ballot-box, that t11e Liberal party shall he predominant~ 
even though it nwy for some time require tl.Je assistance 
of straight Labour. 

How are thcv to get the assistance of straight 
L"bour unless they use us? 

:\[r. LENNO:>: 'l'ha.t is not the expression 
you used. 

:\Ir. LESINA: Here is 
statement that for some 
be necesc,ary to require 
straight Labour. 

the hon. member's 
little time it may 
the assistance of 

The PRE~IIER: \Yhy; don't you want to use 
them. just as they are prepared to use you: 

:\Ir. Bow:uAx: You used us. 
'The SPEAKER : Order ~ 

:\Ir. LESIJ\'A: If there is any one thing 
that ::;hould warn us against relying on any 
other party for assistance, it is th~ bitte.r 
experience we have had of the Premrer. He 
used this party for five m· six years to shape 
his policy and put that pohcy on the statute­
book. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And you 
thought you were using him, evidently. 

:\Ir. LESI::-J.-\.: \Ye are not so innocent to­
day a.s we were then. \\' e are not so guileles& 
as we were then. Hon. members remember 
all the vea.rs we sat here in the cold shades 
of Opp,;sition. K ever, exc-ept for m;e short 
day, for ten or more years drd thrs party 
aet into the -sunshine of the benches on the 
~ther side. Kever except for one brief day 
did our party sit on those soft and C?m· 
fortable cmhions. (Laughter.) All the trme 
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we sat in the cold shades of Opposition, fight­
ing· the battle of reform and never making 
any prDgr·ess. \V ell, we rnade progress in this 
sense: that we prevented many job being 
done. I published a list I made out, at the 
time our party did go over to the other side, 
of a.ll the wrong and bad things done by the 
old Philp Government-it filled about two 
columns. (Laughter.) All those things are 
for;>;otten to-day, but they were done by that 
Government, and I suppose it was alleged by 
themsch·e.s that they were dvne in the 
interests of the people. Although we wew 
protesting year aft-er year, they persisted in 
doing thcn1. That wa~ the curious thing. 
\Ye g-ot up here. The present leader of the 
GDYtrnn1ent was sitting alongside us; he got 
up a.nd made solemn, earnest protests. Ho 
made a special study of financial qu<',tions­
worked like a draught horse week after week 
so as to equip himeclf 0n every point to 
attack members on that side; and he did it 
effedivcly. He made fine speeches, but we 
never got any further forward. A splendid 
sma.shing criticism from hi·· lips on a Finan­
cial ::ita.tement would be followed the next 
da.y by the purcha.se of a Seaforth Estate. A 
glorious criticism from the lips of the late 
::ienator Dawson or the present Federal 
Labour leader-a, splendid keen analvtical 
criticisn1 of son1e act of m'aladnlinistra-fion­
would be re\\ ardcd next day by tbe purchase 
of a dredge tha.t would not work. (Laughter.) 
i:lo thi.; kiud of thing went on yea-r after year, 
and nev-er sc·e1ncd to rnake any progre-"':3 
until at la&t a coalition was formed which 
enabled us to enjoy the sunshine in which 
those benches are said to be bathed. The one 
point of agreement in that coalition was that 
we should get electoral reiorm. 

:\lr. HARD ACRE: It was expressly stated that 
we should get old-age penswns, too 

'Hr. LESINA: I am not sure that that was 
expre-sccl. It was implied. 

The PREMIEH: There were only two things 
mentioned. There was never a word said 
about the other. 

:\Jr. HARD ACHE: It was fought a whole da,y, 
and you know 1t. 

:\lr. LESl?\A: Hon. members can fight it 
out now if they like, though th<:>re is no profit 
in fighting over it now, as the situation is 
changed. Our contention is that the present 
Government are unworthy to occupy office­
not because they have fused with our other 
enemies. It is a good thing for us to have 
all our enemies in front, instead of having 
some of them behind or beside us. Our objec­
tion to the Government is not that all our 
€nemies are now in the one camp, but because 
they are opposed to the principles we believe 
m, and we can never get those principles 
given legislative efl'ect until we get rid of 
them. Harking back again to the statement 
made b;v the hon. member for Cook, who is 
now in the Chamber, I ack him what he means 
when he says~-

! belil:'Ye Queensland will demand, if necessary at the 
ballot-box, that the Liberal party shall be predominant, 
even though it may for some time require the assistance 
of straigllt Labour. 

Mr. DOPGLAS: Why didn't you say that at 
first, instead of misconstruing my remarks? 

:Mr. LE SIN A: I did not wilfully misquote 
the hon. member. At the moment I could not 
Jay my hand on the paper, and spoke from 
memory; but as soon as I secured the paper I 
quoted his exact words. Now, what does he 
mean by those words? In what way are we 
to assist the Liberal party? 

:\fr. DocGLAS: The Lilwral party and the 
Labour party worked together at the last 
election. 

l\Ir. LESI?\A: On what lines? If there is 
to be a constitutional issue at stake, it may be 
possible for all the friends of constitutionalism 
to gt>t into ono camp. But vvhen it comes to 
1nerc material reform~vvhcn it comes to cer­
tain reforms which ar2 !aiel down in our pro­
gramme-are we to work together when the 
hon. Inombc1· and his colleagu€'~ haYe stated 
in the countQ~, and in this He use, that thev 
bolicw in certain thing-s which arc diametri­
cally oppo~ed to our progra.rnme? For instance. 
the hon. 1nen1bcr for Too\YOOI.:.lba states most 
emphatically that he will not tolerate a land 
tax. I who bciieYe that land monopoly is 
the curse of Queensland and of all the civilised 
world. would find it impossible to get a land 
tax if I wore pn'pared to jom with the hon. 
rn0n1bcr for Toowoomba. 

:\Ir. I~L-\.RDACRE: You have less chance of 
getting it from the other side. 

:i\lr. LESI::\'A: I cannot expect any assist­
ai\CC in getting a land tax from n1cml 1'?rs on 
that side. it is true, but that does not put 
me in any better position. There js no other 
plank in our platform which it is so ncces­
"-ary to obtain ju~t now. rrhere is no other 
Rtatc in ~c\_ustralia but has got it. \Ve are 
thP only State that lags behind. 

The SECRETARY FOH :\Ir:-ms: 
better are thcv off in K cw 
exarnplc? ~ 

How much 
Zealand, for 

:\Jr. LESINA: Thev are better off to the 
extent that they have' broken land monopoly. 
It. ha.s not heen altogether broken. but it ha.s 
been weakened to a limited extent. The full 
effects of this glorious reform are not so far 
realisable. We are the only partv in this 
House pleclg·ed to a land tax. That is the 
r-osition. Will the Liberal party assist us to 
a land tax, if they do not believe in it? If 
they tell us they will not give us a land tax, 
then we· are putting out the Government to 
put in another party that will not give us a 
land tax. I will be prepared to g·o any length 
1f we can g:et a party to a''•SJst us to put on a 
land tax. Even if I am not sure of g·etting a 
land tax, I am prepared to vot<> this Govern­
ment out of office. Even if I am not going to 
secure a land tax by putting this Government 
out, I am prepared to put them out and trust 
to luck. 

LAROCR l\IEi\IBERS: Hear, hear! 
l\Ir. LESINA: But would it not be much 

better if, once the Government were deposed 
from office, we were able to secure the support 
of men who would not go over there and play 
the same game again under the guise of 
Liberalism, but would pledge themselves to 
give us a land tax? \Ye do not want office. 
\Ye are not hungering after portfolios. 
(Laughter.) We are not hungering to shake 
the fruit of the pagoda-tree for our own 
profit. \Ve haYe no particular desire to get 
fortune for ourselves. but we can open the 
way to fortune for other men. ·we can open 
the way to profit for other politicians if. in 
return, they will give us something. They 
want office--

iUr. HARD ACRE: Give the people something. 

:\Ir. LESINA: Ym; the people can get 
nothing unless they get it from this House in 
the shape of enactments, and those enactments 
can only be passed by a constitutional respon­
sible Government. Before you can get a Go­
vernment to give you a land tax you have to 
constitute your Government. Before you 

Mr. Ltsina.] 
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cook your hare you have to catch it. Before 
:.ou l':d your new Government you have to 
kill this GoYernment-(laughter)-and before 
you get your new Government this Govern­
ment has to go out. A.nd when the new Go­
yernment comes in, on what terms does it 
come in? 

The PREMIER: Anv terms you like. State 
your terms, and they will promise to give 
them to you. 

::\Jr. Bow>IA": You made many promises, 
and broke them just as freely. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 

:Vir. LE SE\ A: The Labour party is bound 
to go along on the lines laid down in that 

manifesto. I stand by that mani­
[9.30 p.m.] festo in e.-ery line. It has not 

been recalled by the organisation. 
It has not be~n declared ultra vires by the 
Central Political Ex·e·cuti.-e. 

An Ho"OURABLE ::\lEMBER: Have you not 
broken it? 

:\Ir. LE SIN A: I never broke a platform in 
m.- IifP, except a little one-(Iaughter)-and I 
haYe foJt guilty ever since. 

~1r. l\1ANN: Ha.-e you repented? 

.l\Ir. LESINA: Yes, but what must the 
conscience of the hon. member be like? 

~1r . .l\L\X": It is elastic. 

.l\Ir. LESINA: It is a perfectly new one; 
it has never been used. (Laughter.) If we 
have an election to-morrow a new manifesto 
may be issued. But the present platform is 
not 1dtra vires; it is still in force, and if a new 
rnauiksto is not issued it will be in force at 
the next election. It strikes me that if a 
new manifesto were issued, it would be more 
imistent upon these important points of policy 
than the last one was, and it is ne~essary that 
it should be, because the only thing which 
enables this party to live is the keeping of the 
platform intact. Only in that way can this 
party, like Kipling's cat, walk by itself. 

}Ir. :\L"liK: It may fall overboard. 

::\Ir. LESI::\" .\ : This party will not fall 
o1·erboard, and if it did it has a sufficiently 
large platform to enable it to float ashore. 
(Hear. hear! and laughter.) The hon. mem­
ber for Drayton and Toowoornba is opposed 
to a land tax, but he desires office, and I hope 
he may get it. lf he can get office by rny 
voting that the pre "ent Government should 
go out, he may haYe it, but not on the terms 
under which t.he present Government have 
held office-sitting there drawing their salaries, 
and doing as little a' possible. If we have a 
Liberal Government, or a Labour·Liberal Go­
vernment, it must do work-the work which 
for fifteen years the people have sent us here 
to clo, and which they haYe paid us to do. I 
know of one man in the bush who has got 
grey hc·aded waitmg for a land tax-(laughtcr) 
·-and I know of others who have walked miles 
through the bush-in new bluchers too-to 
vote for a candidate who was in fa1·our of a 
land tax. Those people want a land tax, and, 
like the little bov in the advertisement, they 
will not be satisfied until they get it. I 
should hail with joy and with glad acclama­
tion tlw fact that the hon. member for Cook or 
the hon. member for Drayton and Toowcomba. 
:1lr. Redwood, was the chosen saviour to lead 
this Parliament into the promised land of a 
land tax. Let the honour, the glory, and the 
profit be theirs. I want none of those things. 
I only want a land tax, and the other things 
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we have in our programme. If .the hon .. mem­
ber wants office, let him take It and give us 
thoso reforms. 

The PREMIER: 'I'hose are your terms? 

.l\Ir. LE SIN A: Exactly the terms on which 
the present Premier went into office, and he 
cannot grumble at such an arrangement-the 
terms upon which the hon. gentleman was 
enabled to place his fat carcass on the Trea­
surv bench. 

Tlw SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. member 
must know that th:1t is not a use of seern!y 
language, and I hope he will not contmue m 
that strain. 

::Yir. LESINA: I beg pardon for the lapse. 
I say, did we not assi't the hon. gentle~an 
to take his seat on those benches on precmely 
those terms? 

The PREMIER: I am glad you have con­
demned yourselves for doing it; and now you 
are doing it again. 

Mr. LESINA: 'I'he hon. gentleman does 
not state the position correctly. He is wrong 
there. \Ve placed the hon. gentleman on those 
benches on certain specific terms. 

The PRF.~IIER: And now you are going to 
put somebody else there on certain specific 
terms. 

l\Ir. LESINA: The hon. gentleman does 
not know what we are going to do. \Ye do 
not know ourselves. Nobody knows what we 
are going to do. \Ye have not talked about 
the matter like the hon. gentleman's caucus. 
What we are going to do is sealed up. until 
the time arrives, and then the seals will be 
broken with due ceremony. I want once more 
to repea.t that we placed the hon. gentle­
man on the front Treasury bench to do 
certain things. The first thing we asked him 
to do was to give us adult suffrage. He 
did so, and ,,;e supported him, but the 
hon. gentleman now forgets those poor 
men ,;ho toilec. prLtiently behind him up 
the steep way he ha.d to traverse in ord-;r 
to obtain for the people adult suffrage. \'\ e 
made. other conditions, which the hon. 
gentleman observed; and then, feeling his 
position fairly solid, and getting rid ?f other 
men whom he had undermined m that 
fashion which is characteristic of him. he 
threw o-ff the trammels. No longer would he 
he tied to our chariot wheels, and he left the 
path of political rectitude. and followed 
devious ways-the crooked ways which 
Chapma,n and Alexander described in vivid 
terms in the Exhibition Building a week or 
two ago. (Laughter.) But I shaJl I:ot dwell 
on the hen. gentleman's want of faith. Let 
the el<'ctors deal with him-as they will deal 
with him in time. It is now proposed that 
the hon. gentleman, who has violated the 
arrangernent with us, as he has als-o at­
tempted to make us violate our platform, 
shall die the death. 'rhe fiat has gone forth. 
The leader of the Opposition has declared 
the time, the place, the opportunity, and the 
execuliom'" is rcadv to do his work. I do 
not think there are a sufficient number of 
members in favour of the amendment to 
make the death absolutely a.nd irrevocably 
final, but the hon. gentleman must die the 
death. When he dies the death and has 
passed away as a responsible administrator 
in Queensla.nd, which is inevitable-he nee.d 
not flatter himself with the belief {hat he IS 
immortal-his place must be taken by 
another. Who that other may be I cannot 
say. It may be the hon. member for Dray­
ton and Toowoomba, it may he the senior 
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member for Ipswich-and we might do worse 
than have that hon. member-or it may be 
the hon. member for Cook or the hon. mem­
ber for \Yoothakata. (Laughter.) No, one can 
sav who it will be; but when the time eom,•s 
to" make another agreement between this and 
any other party, that agreement will, I hope 
in the interests of democracy, be in black and 
whit-e. There must be no v,erbal rnE::ssages, 
no hoarse whispers in the cold passages in 
this building. There mllst be no secrets in 
Irish whispers to each other at the refreshment­
room bar. (Lallghter.) It must be clearly 
stated in black and white what the terms of 
that ao;reement arf', and the terms having 
been stated we a.s a party may walk calmly 
with our eyes wide open. Though not a 
member of this party ha.s a portfolio; though 
not a member of the party who has worked 
years and years to achieve that distinction 
is rewarded with a portfolio; though this 
party has worked years and years to justify 
the country trusting them and placing con­
fidence in their administrative capacity, yet 
we will support the new Government. the 
head of which wil!-Cinquivalli-like-bring 
from mysterious and almost inaccessible places 
a Land Tax Bill, a Trade Disputes Bill, an 
Eight Hour Bill, and all those Bills we have 
been paid to get passed, for which we have 
drawn our salaxies and yet have not got. \Ve 
\Vant a G-overnment to p.ive those measures 
to us. Now, any offer·~ (Loud laughter.) 
Any offers, ::\Ir. Speaker, to use an auctioneer­
ing phrase? If we get these offers we must in 
duty bound accept them, and I shall give a 
loyal and hearty support to the members of 
the Independent Liberal party, who will come 
here, take us by the hand, and lead us over 
there so that we may garner in the sheaves. 
\Ye have got a garnering; spirit very strong 
upon us just now. \Ye want to garner in re­
forms, and at present it is impossible to get 
one solitary reform from the present re'ac­
tionary Government-reactionaries from every 
part of (luecnsland-types of defunct politi­
cians, the old dead and gone political parties 
dragged to.:·ether neck and crop from the ends 
of the earth, planted on those benches pre­
pared to do anvthing to justify their political 

·existence, except do work. (Laughter.) Pre­
pared to do anything except pass reforms. I 
'ay I have no use for any other party outside 
the Labour party-no time for any other 
party except OJJ the conditions I have stated. 
Those conditions are very plain. I say we can 
expect no reform from the present Govern­
ment. They have a programme which we 
have discusoed. It contains a nice list and 
very fine phraseology, but I do not think there 
is any business in it. Honestly, I do not be­
lieve there is any business in it. 

~\n HoNOURABLE 1\IEMBER: Oh, yes. 

1\lr. LESINA: The J\Iinister without port­
folio says there is business in it. I will not 
ar:ue the point at this !at€ hour; but I say 
honestly, this party can expect no reform from 
the pre .. ent Government. The only thing we 
must do, as we believe that honestly and sin­
cerely, is to vote for the amendment on the 
Address in Reply moved by the leader of the 
Upposition. That amendment sets forth 
plainly and clearly that this Government has 
not got the confidence of the House. That is 
a matter that can be settled by counting 
heads. Perhaps argument will not alter a 
single vote. If facts were piled mountains 
high, it will probably make no difference in 
the ultimate determination of this question. 
The Secretary for Public Lands told us the 
other day that, so far as his party was con-

corned there were thirty-six men on that side, 
and tl{at they were absolutely solid. I heard 
to·day that the hon. member for Lockyer w~s 
not solid. (Government laughter.) It IS 
common talk in the city that the hon. member 
for Lockyer is not solid. 

GovERXMEO<T ME~IBERS: He is all right. 

Mr. LESINA: Who guarantees the hon. 
member? (Laughter.) 

Mr. ThORN: I will vouch for him. 
GOVERN1IENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear: 

Mr. LESINA: This is a matter that will be 
determined in a short time-when the division 
bell rings. 

Mr. COTTELL: What about the solid party 
over there? 

Mr. LESINA: The Labour party are solid. 
I hope before the division bell rings some 
hon. members who represent agricultural con­
stituencies, having at heart the interests of 
their constituents, will carefully consider our 
propositions, and come and help us to achieve 
them. (Government laughter.) 

Mr. THORN: Not at all. No land tax. 

Mr. LESINA: I do not desire to be drawn 
off my subject. A land tax requires no 
apology. 

OPPOSITION i\IEiiiBERS: Hear, hear! 

l\1r. LESINA: And if any hon. member 
wants an apology for a land tax he can call on 
the librarian, who will give him shelves of 
literature on the matt-er, u.ncl he can study it 
at leisure. I have put the position as briefly 
as possible. At prescmt the situation is this: 
If there is any hope of securing reform legis­
lation in Queensland, it can only result from 
the defeat of the present Government. (Go­
vernment laughter.) The Government and 
some of its supporters appear to be very 
cheerflll, but their cheerfulness is largely as­
sumed. 

Mr. WHITE: Not at all. 

Mr. LESINA: A great deal of this cheerful­
ness is assumed. It does not l'f ally typify the 
leelings that palpitate in their bosoms. I can 
only believe that, if an election takes place just 
now, half the members sitting on thP Govern­
ment benches would lose their seats. (Govern­
ment laughter.) I firmly believe that. 

Mr. WHITE: The wish is father to the 
thought. 

;I.Ir. LESINA: I can tell the hon. member 
who represent the Townsville electorate it will 
take him all his time to win again't the 
Labour man this time. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: There is no postal vote this 
time. 

::\Ir. LESIKA: There is no postal vote, and 
a straight-out Labour man avainst him, who 
is ver_y likely to capture that seat; also the 
seat of the hon. member for Kennedy. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I am stronger 
than ever. 

Mr. LESINA: Also the hon. member for 
Bundanba. However, I will not pursue that 
line of argument, as I shall probably be out 
of order. But I maintain if those hon. mem­
bers are so firm in the faith which thev have 
been professing in this Chamber, and out of it 
at sundry meetings in the country, when this 
vote takes place, and they have only a majo­
rity o£ one, that what they should do is to 
promptly and cheerfully resign their position. 

Mr. THORN: They will go to the country. 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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. J\lr. LESINA: Yes, that is the proper situa­
t\On. 

liOI'OcllABLE J\lE~IBEns: Hear, hear! 
:\Ir. LESINA: If the hon. gentlemen are 

firm in the faith which thBy say they possess, 
and the majority they are likely to secure, 
which I bdievB has been estimatBd is one-is 
no greater-the proper thing for them to do is 
to re,ign their position, and let the leader of 
the Opposition be sent for. Let the re­
sources of the .House be exhausted. as His 
Excellency must exhaust them, and· if it bG 
impo'"ible to form a GovernmBnt, then I think 
the matter should be referred to the consti­
tuents. The ekctors by that time will be pre­
pared for a general election. fhey will be 
prcpa.r·ed to settle this issue, and I feel sure 
the Labour party will come out on top 

LABOrR l\IE~JBEHS: Hear, hear! 

1\Ir. LESii\;A: This party ought to increase 
its mnnbcr to between thirtv and forEv mem­
b ro. (Hear, hear!) There i~ no ueecl to cover 
auy of ito principle,. It lms always preached a 
straight-out land tax and other reforms. In 
fact, we never havB been accused of covering 
up our principles. No member of the party 
has been accused, and never once in this 
Hou'e has the party been accused of it. Som€­
tin1e:3 \Ve n1ight meet a n1an outside who ~ays, 
"Hud1! Don't advocate a la11d tax tov hard. 
or too loudly, or you will frighten away Bill 
Smith, who has a farm down t11e creek, and 
who is sympathetic towards the movement." 
If Bill Smith is not prepared to advocate a 
land tax and other reforms, he is of no use to 
the Labour party. \Ve should put our foot 
down promptly on that sort of thing, and the 
same principle should guide us in dealing with 
the sympathiser who is not prepared to go the 
whole hog. This party has boldly and unhesi­
tating!} advocated a land tax in this State, 
and they must make converts. Although the 
farmers' representatives, likB the hon. member 
for Cunning-ham. may smile derisively at the 
idea of a land tax, they have a land tax in 
New South Wale•· and in New Zealand, which 
is almost exclusively a farming country. 

7\lr. GRAYSON: \Ve have a land tax here. 

::1Ir. LESISA: ·what the hon. gentleman 
refer, to a·, existent here is not a land tax, 
but simply a payment for services rendered. 
The tax they pay comes back to them in better 
roads. iu various State improvements. That 
is not a land tax at all. \Yhat we must have 
is that tax; and, in addition to that tax, to 
take the place of other pettifogging taxes, 
we must tax land values. 

::1Ir. GuAYSOl'i: Tax them off the land 
altogether. 

J\Ir. LESii\;A: It will not tax them off the 
land. The hon. gentleman appears to regard 
this as absurd; but, if he puts a tax on land 
values, and renders it impossible to keep the 
land idle, the land must be cut up. 

}Jr. GRAYSON: There is only 4 per cent. of 
the land sold in Queensland. 

ilfr. LESINA: These little points are worthy 
of more than passing consideration. The 
majority of members on this side of the 
House will support a land tax. Every member 
of the Labour party will and some members 
who at one time belong~d to our party, and 
have come back again, are bound to support 
it. The land tax in th€ir district is an impor­
tant th1ng .. They may have been forgiven by 
th€!r constituents at two elections for sup­
portmg the member for Rockhampton but 
these constituents have not forgotten demo-
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cratic principles yet. In our platform, we 
have the platform of the men who joined the 
:Morgan-Kidston coalition: and, in time to 
comf', in the selection of old members or the 
reselection of new members, those planks must 
be pushed to the front once more, and the 
hon. member for \Voothakata and other hon. 
members with him may be found voting with 
the Labour part:: when it comes to a land tax. 
And every hon. member who wants to help 
forward the prosperity of Queensland must 
vote for a land tax. It will help the citizens 
of the towns as well as the country. How 
n1any of the people in Ipswich! and ho\V 
many of the peoplL' in Brisbane are suffering· 
from high rents? i\;Parly a third of their 
wages! in Fon1e ca--c~,. are taken away for pay­
ment of the rent for imperfect dwelling'. 
That is really due to land monopoly. A tax 
on land monopoly would bring down high 
rents, which many \vorking rncn pay in 
lpswich, }faryborough, Bnndaberg, and other 
places. 

A GOVEUNMENT }fllMBEI\: You said they pay 
bigger rents in Now Zealand with a land tax. 

1\Ir. LESii\;A: Oh, yes; the land tax has not 
h"en put on to the full extent yet; it is only 
partially applied. (Government laughter.) 

}lr. liAHDACRE: One-eighth of a penny. 

Mr. LESINA: It is only one-eighth of a 
penny on the capital value. \Vhen you get it 
up to 3d. or 6d. er b. in the £ on the' 
capital value of the land-(Government 
laughter)-then it will take, the whole annual 
rental which is not clue to improvements. I do 
not desire to labour that question. It is some­
thing which we can discuss on the Financial 
Statement. If that Statement does not make 
provision for imposing a land tax, the Labour 
party should movll an amendment in that 
direction. I think after this vote is disposed 
of, an attempt should be made by the leader 
of the Opposition, acting on behalf of the 
whole of the joint party--both the Independcm 
party and this party-to instruct the Govern­
ment that, if no provision is made in the 
Financial Statement to raise revenue by tax­
ing land monopolies, we will bring down a 
proposal to impo>e a tax for that purpose. \Ve 
must not let the grass grow under our feet, 
for time is precious. The stronger the stand 
which we take now, the stronger will be the 
support we shall receive in the country from 
those who believe in a land tax. It is now or 
never with us. · \Ve shall sink down to the 
meanest depth, if we do not grasp our 
principles firmly and go to the country and 
fight for them the whole way. I am prepared 
to stand the consequences. If the farmers 
in my district do not want a land tax, they 
can throw me out neck and crop; but, if they 
return me, I will promise them if I get a 
chance there will be a tax on land values. 
I told them that, and if they don't like it they 
may lump it, and vote again<t me. I have 
been returned every time, and the farmers 
know that. They are not scared by a bogey 
like the hon. member for Cunning-ham rakAs 
up. IJe .~-oes romancin§?', and scares every 
cocky within 100 miles. 

}lr. GRAY SON: How many farmers have 
you got in your district? 

:Mr. LESINA: ThBre are a good many 
there. I have not explored all the recesses 
of my district hidden away in the valleys and 
mountains, but they are there. (Laughter.) 
They are pioneers; they are developing the­
latent resorurces of this magnificent country,. 
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and they have every belief m a land tax. 
(Loud Government laughter.) I say again we 
must take this matter in hand, and on this 
vDte of no confidence we have a rea.dy oppor­
tunity. Let every man rally to DUr banner 
who believes it. Leave the doors ajar to 
walk in; no man will be barred. (Laughter.) 
Every man who believes in the principle Df 
the taxation of land values, which the 
wisdom Df manv thinkers has enshrined in 
our platform, will receive from these men 
outside unwavering loyalty and support. This 
question should be pushed to the front­
pusiHed and pushed to the fmnt. 

An HoNOl'RABLE :\lEMBER: \\'ith a motm­
ear. 

Mr. LESINA: I shall be satisfied when the 
time comes to deal with the motor-cars. 
The Government will get "hot pie " on the 
Estimates over the rnotor-cars. I know 
the people outside like to hear about 
the motor-cars, and a speech on that subject, 
delivered in my customary theatrical fashion 
is calculated to bring down the House every 
ttme. (Laughter.) But men who listen to 
that do rwt help the Labour movement a 
little bit. h its proper time and place, the 
InotDr-cars \Vlll get '' fits" as far as 1 am 
cDncerued, but people who will cheer you 
·when you go into n1otor-cars v. ant to drive 
you out of the country when you advocatB a 
land tax. That is the diffcrBnce. There are 
quite a number of grievance;; which we can 
ur,;e against the GovernmBnt in the proper 
place, and take 'them right down to the root, in 
Drder that the country may have satisfaction 
as the oukome of this debate. But as a 
member _of the refDrm pa.rty in Australia, 
and cousrn german b all the reform parties 
throughout the world to-day, that great for­
ward movement of the Socialistic party-of 
which this party is but one moving pha,e­
that pa.rty to have any justification at all for 
its existence must place its feet solidly on 
bedrock principle. :\lotor-cars are neither 
here nor there in a matter like that. It is 
fun~amental principles they want, not mere 
accrclental principl€s, or diverg€ncies that 
<Crop up Iron; time to time in the political 
hrstory of thrs country-and in this speech 
which I believe will be read carefully 
by my oonstituents-(laughter)-I appeal to 
them partrcularly. The constituencies of 
·other m em hers I only appeal to in so far a;s I 
am anxious to secure the triumph of this 
great principle-the principle of Henry 
George, made popular in England and 
thr~mghout the English speaking world, and 
whrch has been popularised by the writings 
<:>f Alfred Russe]] \YallaCB one of the ablest 
most consistent, and best informed political 
-economrsts and general scientists in the world, 
to-day. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Is this only a 
stepping stone to socialism-the nationalisa­
tion of all means of productim1? 

Mr. LESINA: Tha,t is why, in speaking of 
the objective to-night, I said that it simply 
represents an idea we have to keep in view. 

The SECRETARY FOR :/diNES : Is that practic­
~ble, then? 

Mr. LESIN A : If the hon. member reads my 
epeech to-morrow he will notice that we propose 
to go a step at a time. The first step is a land 
value tax. That is only a small step. I do not 

think it is such a great deal to get 
[10 p.m.] a land tax. They have got it in 

other States, and it has not made 
such a great alteration, because it has not been 
sufficiently well applied. Our objective is so 

large that a man would require all night to deal 
with that one question alone. Perhaps on the 
Address in Reply I may be able to bring 
some more remarks to bear on some of the propo­
sitions which the Government have in their pro­
gran1me mentioned in the Lieutenant-Governor's 
Speech. If I cm I will do so, but if not I will 
wait untii a more convenient opportunity. I do 
not desire to keep hon. mell!bers any longer 
this evening. In conclu<ion, I may say that I 
dwelt on this aspect of the question because I 
think it has been too long neglected. The 
junior member for lp;wich, Mr. Maughan, is 
one of those members of our party who has made 
it a practice for years to travel right round the 
Ipswich district, visiting all the farming centres, 
and preaching this doctrine of land taxation to 
the farmers. I do not Hay that he is the only 
member of the party who has done it, but he is 
the only one who occurs to me just now who has 
consistently done it for yearo, and he has made 
a special feature of it. 

Mr. GRAYSON: The farmero won't take it on. 

Mr. LE3INA: They listened to it, and in 
many cases when they afterwards spoke to ::Ylr. 
1\Iaughan they shook him by the hond, and said 
that if that was the land tax proposed by the 
Labour party, and they had known it before, 
they would never have opposed the party. 

l\Ir. THORN : Your own supporters on the rail­
way are opposed to it. 

:\Ir. LESI.l\ A : That is owing to their ignor­
ance. 

Mr. THOHN : They say they will never sup­
port a land tax. Y on would not support a 
land tax either if you had any land. 

l\lr. LE SIN A: How do you know that I 
have not got a station somewhere? (L~ugbter.) 
However, I will not go further into that ques­
tion to-night. Look at the hundreds of men 
who have got no land at all! I am surprised to 
hear that the men working on our railways are 
opposed to a land tax. The hon. member 
for Aubigny owns a little bit of land, 
and he looks on this question from a eelfish 
point of view. It is a pity he could not rise to 
more patriotic ideals. I ho!'e that his constitu­
ents will deal with him, when he comes b-efore 
them for re-election, because of his opposition to 
a land tax. As it is not possible for anyone else 
to speak to-night, and as I have got in all I want 
to say on this question, I will bring my remarks 
to a conclusion. In conclusion, I will just say 
that I hope that those hon. members with whom I 
have crossed swords to-night will take my re­
marks in the spirit in which they were meant. 
(Hear, hear !) I hope that the good humour 
and banter which so far has characterbed this 
debate will not be departed from. (Laughter.) 
I think that a party like ours c.m rise 
superior to personalities on an occasion like 
this. \Ve do not want any more statements 
that anyone has gone back on their election 
pledges; we do not want to say anything about 
the perfidy of any Iron. member-(laughter)-and 
we do not want to make charges of corruption­
{ltwgbter)-or any statements about being offered 
porlf,lios, or of reve.ding caucus S''crets. 
(Laughter.) We can rise higher than that. I 
hope that the peop1e outside, who have been 
watching this debate with interest, and with a 
certain amount of enjoyment, will read my 
statements about a land tax, and they will see 
that my plea is a reasonable one. I hope then 
when the election comes round they will seek out 
those candidates who are opposed to land taxa­
tion and quietly score out their names. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr. Luina.] 
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Mr. JONES (B1wnett): I beg to move the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the deb,te was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The PRE~ngR: I beg to move that this 
Home do now adjouru. I would just like to say 
that we have now entered the fourth week of the 
session, and it might be well if hon. members 
would enable us to close the discussion and take 
a vote on this f]Uestion this week. 

0PPOS!TlON ~fE}!BERS diswnting, 

Mr. MANN: Next week. 

M1·. MAY: Let us all get in onr electioneering 
speeches first. 

The PRE~IIER: It may be very desirable to 
defeat the Guvernment ; but it is certainly not 
desirable to hang up the business of the country. 

L~ughter from Independent Opposition. 

Mr. BLAIR: The business of the country ! 

J\Ir. ~fANN : You spoke for three hours your­
self. 

The PRE~IER: A statement of the case 
a15ainst the Government can surely be made in 
four weeks. 

Mr. BI"AIR: This is only the ninth day. 

The PRE:\1IER : If hon. members are not 
anxious to get on with business I cannot help it. 

J\Ir. AIREY: \Ve are just as anxious as you 
are. 

Mr. J\L~NN : \Vhy didn't yon call the House 
together in May, as you promised you would? 

The PREMIER : If members do not want to 
get on "ith business I cannot help it. I may be 
able to help it, of course, but it is not desirable 
on a motion of thi" kind. While I do not desire 
to blt•ck anyone who has anything to say against 
the Government, I think it is a fair thing that 
we should bring the debate on this nu-confidence 
motion to a close this week. I hope hon. mem­
bers will endeavour to do that. There is no 
special advantage to the Government why we 
should stop the debate. 

J\lr. \Vooos : \V e want to hear some of the 
J\linibters replying. 

The PRE:YIIElt: If the Ministers who have 
been attacked are willing to let the case go, 
surely those who have been so eloquent and have 
such confidence in their own case need not corn­
plain. 

GovEHNMENT l.1mumrrs : Hear, h<·M ! 

The l'H.El'diER: I only put it to the House 
that n,uch more time will have to be taken up 
on the Addre's in Reply after this motion is 
disposed of. 

l\Ir. ~f.\ Y : Suppose you are defeated on it? 

The PREMIER: I think it is a fair thing to 
take the vote this week. ' 

l\Ir. BLAI.R (Ipswich} : Speaking on the 
rnot10:1 for ;~dJournment, I would like to say, on 
behalt of tbrs party at all events, that there is no 
desire wh"tever to interfere wit.h the business 
of the country. 

OPPOSITION J1.1E"IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. BLAIR: That is an old gag that has been 
trotted out on various occasions. (Hear, hear!} 
It bas been trotted out so often that it has 

[Mr. Jone~?. 

practically been worn threitdbare. (Hear, hear!) 
If t!'re Premier had been so anxious to expedite 
busmee<s and get on with the affairs of the 
country, why on earth did he not meet the 
House early, according to his promise? 

OrPOSJTION l'vfE}IBERS : Hear, bear ! 

Mr. BLAIR: I• will be with m the memory of 
every member of this HouSP that there were pro­
clamations is•ued by the Premier from week to 
week announcing that Parlia1nent would met t on 
a certain day, yet finally it was put off for two 
m~mths. I, for one, protest against such hypo­
crtsy-(Gover!lment laughter)-yes, hyp< crisy­
(laughter)-on the other "id e. It is nothing bnt 
hypocrisy in saying that they want to get on with 
the business of the country. 'fhe Premier de­
clares that this is the fourth week, but if he spoke 
accurately he would say that we are only entering 
on the ninth day of the debate. If he is very 
anxious to get on with the business of the conntry, 
why not have an extra. sitting, or even sit two 
extra days a week? (Hear, hear!) \Ve are per­
fectly willing to help him if he will do that. 
\Vhat is the use of getting up and making use of a 
political parrot cry in order to delude H.e people? 
'Ve are ready anrl willing to get to work and finish 
this debate. But I protest against anyone being 
deprived of the right to speak, or of being inter· 
fered with in the slightest degree. (H<ar, hear!) 
I hope that we have heard the last of this shihbo­
leth abuut the business of the country. It is 
nauseous in the exj remP. 

Government laughter, and "Hear, hears!" 
from OPPOSITION NlEMBERS. 

Mr. BOWMAN (Fortitude Val/ep}: The Pre­
mier seems to be particularly anxious to l ring 
this debate to a clo,P. I think the hon. gentle­
man >hawed the House an example by tr.e 
length of the speech he delivered. I think it 
was nf three hour:/ duration; and anyonp can sPe 
the object of the speech. It was simply a state­
ment of the case on behalf of the Government, 
so that in the event of a dissolution taking place 
his remarks would go to the country. And 
members on this "icle cannot be blamed for put­
ting their side of the case before the country. 

0PPOSITIOX l'.IDIBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. BOWMAN: So far as the Labour party 
is concerned, I think ten or eleven members have 
spoken; and I think the same applies to the 
Government side; and there have been five or 
six speakers frnm the Indf pendent Oppm•ition; 
and I don't think any very lengthy speech has 
been made apart from the Premier himself, who 
made the longe>t speech that has been made 
since the motimt was moved hy myself. As I 
told the hull. gentlemau last 'Th,;rsday after­
noo:::m, wr are gmng to deal with this qne8tion in 
our own way and in our own tirne, and I reflue 
point blank to pnll down any member on this 
side" ho wants to Yentilate his opinior s or give 
his rea:-:.rms for voting on the motion~ a11d I don't 
think it is right for the Premier to ask that any 
man should curtail his remarks merely tu please 
him. 

The PREMIEH: It is not to plea'e me at all. 

Mr. BOWMAK: Evidently he is displeased 
because we will not bring 1.hi8 to a tennination 
to suit hirrn:;elf. We are going to please our­
eelves on this question; and when we think it 
neces~ary to go to a divi~ion \V8 '\ill do so with M 

out aeking tbe leave of the hon. gentleman now 
leading the Government. 

Question put and passed. 

The Home adjourned at thirteen minutes past 
10 !J'clock. 




