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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 

MoNDAY, 21 DEOEM!lEH, lmJR. 

Tbe PRESJDENT (Hon. Sir Arthnr :\'lorg-an) took 
·the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPERS. 

The following ]Japere, laid on the table, were 
-\>rdered to be printed:-

(l) Rule of the Supreme Cnnrt directing 
that Mr. ,fustice Chubb be the vacation 
jndg-e. 

(2) Rules of the Supreme Court setting forth 
the legal calendar for the year. 

(3) R<oport of the Marine Department for 
1907-8. 

: (4) Annual report of the Inspector of 
Orphanages for 1907. 

STATUTE LAW RlWISION BILL. 

RETUHNEI> FHOM LEGISLATIVE AssitMnrd. 

The P RESI]) EXT annuunoed the receipt of a 
meseage from the Legielathe Assembly returning 
this Bill without amendment. 

,JOINT COMl\IITTEES. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lN­
STRUCTIOX (Hon. A. H. Barlow) moved-

1. 1'hat, in the Ollinion of the Council, it is desirable 
that the gentlemen constituting, rc~poctively, the 
Joint I,ibrary Committee, the J•Jintltefreshment-rooms 
Committee, and the Joint llulldings Committ.ee, should 
continue to control dnring the recess the !'everal 
m; ttcn~ committed to thelr charge ns HlCh cmnmittees 
during the session. 

2. That the above rf''lOl11tion be forwarded to the 
Legislative Assembly, by message. inviting their con­
currence therein. 

Question put and passed. 

KIN'GSTHORPE 'rO GOO:VIBUNGE~~ 
HAlLWAY. 

PRESE1'1'ATION OF REPOH'l' OF SELEG'l' 
CoMMt'fTEE. 

The SRCRETAHY FOR PUHLIC IN­
STRUUI'ION presented the report of the Select 
Committee on this !me, ttnd moved that it be 
printed. 

Question put and pa,sed. 

ADOPTION 01<' REPORT. 

The SECRET.\.HY FOR PUBLIC IN. 
STHUCTIO;{ : I l,eg- to move that the report of 
the Selecb Committee be adn]Jted. This is a rail­
woy from Kingsthorpe to Goombungee and tbe 
Main Range. The Select Committee were unani­
mously in fa Your of CotJt;trncting the line. It is 
20~ miles long. The character of the country is 
blackd>il ; beyond Goom bungee, red YO!canic 
soil is the rnle. A good deal ,,f agdculture is in 
evidence ou the Gov.rie Repurchased Estate. The 
grndes will Le equ:1l to 1 in 50 on the straight. 
The curves bet\\een Kingsth01pe and Gnom­
hungee wiil be ea .. y and even; in the section 
beyond Goombungee nothing shcnper than 8 or 
10 chaills radius will be re(\uired. There will be 
no works of any importance, only a few briclges 
being re(\uired, while the excanttion will nearly 
all be soft, and none of the cnttings of 'my greatJ 
depth. Tht' cosl of lanll resumption will be con, 
siderable, as it has all been alienated tram the 
Crown. The total area required will be about 162 
acrP'3. rrhe e:3timatf d co:-.t of the line is 
£72,532, or at the mte of £8,4D5 per mile, of 
which £2,803 per mile is for the main line. and 
£G90 for stations "nd water supply. The rolling­
"tock which will be required is one engine, 
two can·jn.ges, and thirty wagon~, oosting, say, 
£8,fi00. The Commissioner's report then goes 
on to define the railway district and the better· 
ment area, and conc:udes with the fdlowing 
paragraphs:--

It is difficult to estimate the reYenne witil Lhe reports 
at my disposal, but, comparing t--iluilar districts, [ 
f"l~imate it at £6,500. and similarly the expenditure at 
£!.<100. I do not expert the first year'R results to be up 
to the estimate, but I have no bc:::itation in saying the 
eRtimate \Vill be moro than fully justified within three 
years ufter tbe opening. 

I recommend the bnilding of this railway. 

HoN. A. NOR TON: I do not intend to say 
much about this line, because there is \'ery little 
to say. It appears to me that the evidence and 
the report of t.he Select Committee are about the 
shortest we have ever b:t~! upon a railway. I 
presume the Committee fonnd, after examining 
the witneeses, that they had a good deal of 
knowledge of tbe facts with which they had to 

Hon. A. N orlon.] 



82fi [COUNCIL.] ;.1£aryrale Railway. 

deal. \Vere it not so, I am <]Uite sure they 
would not have reported in favour of the line, as 
th<>y ?ave done. I do not know anything about 
the hne myself, and I can only say that--as it 
hns been decidecl to deal with the matter in an 
off-hand manner, becanse the Government have 
detennined to close the Hession before OhrL-:;tnla~, 
and as they have been forced, by circumstances 
which fortunately do not often occur, to pnsh the 
husmess on as rapidly as possible-I intend to 
g-h·e the railway my su [Jport. 

Question put and passed. 

APPROVAL m· PL.\X. 

The SECRETARY -FOR PUBLIC I~­
STRUCTION: I move-

1. Th·lt the Council a.pprove of the plan, sret.ion, a11d 
book of reference of the proposed hranelt raihvay from 
Kings.thorpc to Goombnngce an(l J.fain Raug.e, in 
length ~0 mi.Jcs GO chains, asreceiveU by message from 
the JJegJslatiVe .As~rmbly on 17th December. 

2. rfhn,t such approval be notHied to tl1o Lcgh:.lative 
A.-:;sembly, by message in the u:mal form. 

Que"tion put and paesed. 

WARWICK TO l\'IARYVALE RAILWAY_ 
PRESENTATIO~ OF REPORT OF SELECT CO?It­

~IIT'rEE. 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC lN-
8TRUC'riO~ presented the report of the Select 
Committee on this line, and moved that it he 
printed. 

Question put and passed. 

ADOPTION OF REPORT. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN. 
~TRUCTION : I beg to move that the report 
JUSt tabled be adopted. It also is unanimous. 
The report of the Commissioner on the line 
states that the branch will leave the Southern 
line at Kii!arney ,Junction. It will go in a 
north-westerly direction up the valley of Glen­
gallan Creek to the terminus, which wi 11 he on 
the Marvvale Repurchailed Estate ; the distance 
frm!' Kilbrney Junction being 18 miles 07 
chams. ~'l.tter crossing the divide, black soil 
downs country is traversed throughout. It is 
closely settled until the Maryvale eotate is 
entered near the terminus, and all the farms 
are more or less under cultivation. Except 
for a short piece of 1 in 40-which, being 
compemated, w1ll not affect the load- the 
ruling gradient will he equal to 1 in 50 on the 
Rtraight. Cnrvee, g-enerally, will be fiat, with 
only a few of 10 chains radius. The principal 
work >yill ~>ea _heavy cutting through the ridge 
at 1Imle D chams, whicl1 will he about 25 feet 
deep. Very few bridges will be required. 
The width of formation will be 14 feet, and 
the [Jermanent way will be laid with 41llb. 
p>Lrt-worn rmls on 2,640 sleepers, and 1,100 cuhic 
yard;. of ballast per rnile. Provision h<ts been 
n1a.de f1)f five way .side stations ~.nd the terrninn.-:, 
also f:=n' a water supply, it being prob:1ble th~t 
the distance_ from '\Varwick will be too great for 
the Iuc<:mutlves to do the round trip without re­
plernshi~lg thmr tenden~. ~l_lhe resumptions will 
be considerable, the total required area lJein~ 
about 1:l5 acres. The lenr:th of the branch i·; lS 
miles 67 chain.', aml the estim:tted cnst is 
£67,541. The rollin&-stock will coC<t about £(),000, 
the two together bemg equal to £3 ii02 pE•r mile. 
The Oonnnissioner Rays:~ ' 

RlW!·:~q;r:. The count;y trrn·ersed iR much the same 
as the Kilhtrncy br'iinch, but I do not anticipate so hibh 
a. r~VC1Hl~ for sonw years to come. }'or the present I 
estim:.t te 1t at £3.700 per annum, :tll(l the expenditure 
at £2,500, leaving £1,2011 to meet the interest on co::.t or 
construction and eqnipment.., namely-£67,541. This, 

[Hon. A. Norton. 

on tbe basis of 3 per cent., will mean a loss of £8:!5 per 
annum Lo be borne by the railw:ty district, whirh 
includes tlle town of 1Varwiek. 

'The rcce11t ucqui~ition of tlte )fa.ryvale Est~tte by the 
Government, and it:-; early s'dttlement. will have an 
important, bearing upon the earnings of this branch, 
and must before long- reduee the estimated loss-in 
fact, I believe the lo:-.s will be altogetber w·lped out in a 
few years. 

There arc :tlJout ::38,500 acres ot h1nd selected witltin 
the area that will be benefited by Lhi~ railwny. There 
n,re 4,000 acres open for seleetion, 12,5tl0 acres vacant 
land, and 25,000 acres set. apart as reserves. 

I fear that the district to be served by this line, not­
withstanding it~ many advantages, is not snftleiently 
extens.ive to afford enongh traffic to pay interest and 
working expenses so long at: it remains onJ.r a short. 
hraneh, and I question \Yhetltcr its eonstrnction is 
jnsti!ied unt.il the no,-ernment is prepared to under­
tal{<..: the whole length of the "Direct Line to Warwick," 
of which Lhe proposed :Jiaryvalo branch will ultimrt.tely 
form a part. 

Seein_g thnt the Jiaryvale Estate has bC'en repur­
ehasecl by the Government and thlit the benefited area 
indndes the town of 'Varwick. I recommend tlutt the 
proposed line be constnu:ted. -

Hol'i. G. '\V. GRAY: I have verv much 
plea·nre in supporting the motion for the adop­
tion of the Cornmittet's report. This io a line 
whi8h will cert•inly commend itsdf to the people 
of Queensland. It is a guaranteed line, ancl is 
the beginninf! of what it is g-enerally expected 
will be the vi<? rect•< railway-a railway which 
we have been looking forward to for many yenr:=:, 
and which will shorten considerably the distance 
between Brisbane and Sydney. The ;;ection it 
is n"w proposed to construct will open up the 
Maryvale Estate, which consists of about 30,00(} 
acres. This estate I have known for the last 
thirty-five years, and I believe that with the 
construction of tbi~ rail way a very large and 
prosperous f>trming population will be settled on 
the repurchased land, and from that settlement 
the whole country will benefit. If the line is 
continued, as I have no doubt it will be, acro>& 
the range, the result will be a considerable 
increase in the rail way revenue. The Govern­
ment are justified in this proposal, seeing that 
they have such a substantial guarantee from the 
districts that will be benefited, whieh include 
the town of Warwick. I shall support the con­
struction of the railway. 

HoN. T. A. ,JOHNSON: This is n veiy im­
portant lir.e extending from \Varwick to JVIary­
vale. I know the route well, having been over it 
many times, and I think the line is one that the 
Government are justified in constructing. I 
notice that it was unanimously ttppr<n-ed of by 
the Legislative Assembly, and I am pleased to 
find that the Select Committee appointed by this 
Chamb, r to inquire into and report upon the 
proposal have unanirnonsly recommended the 
buildinf( of the r~ilwBy. I intend to give the 
line my h<-,rrty support. I wish just now to make 
a few remarks on the .~peech the Secretary for 
RailwayR made when introducing this railway 
in the I,egislative AsSEmbly. The Mini,ter g;r' e 
some very strong reasons why the line should be 
constructed, one of "hich was that the G.>vern­
ment had repurchased the ::Yiary ,-ale Estate, and 
that the terminus of this railway would be in the 
centre of that estate, so that it:-; construction 
would grPatly increase settleruent <tnd produc~ 
tion. I know from personal experience that a 
large nnrnber of peo[Jle have c1m1e H[J frmn tbe 
other States to examine the Maryvale I~state, 
which is to be thrown open to selection next month, 
and they are anxiously waiting the n-o.u]t of 
this railway propo;~al. The passage of the line 
will be a factor in inducing them to purcha;;e 
land in that locality an cl settle u;,on it. Another 
reason given by the :llinister for the construc­
tion of this railway was that it would be the first 
section of the vi.:i 7'ecta, which, when completed, 
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will shorten the distance between ~Warwick 
and Brisbane by ,,bout GO mile~. The time 
saved in travelling would be neo,rly three honrs 
between those places, and the savirrg in distance 
and time would opvly to overland passengers to 
and from Sydney and Brisbane. .[ had a con­
versation recently with one of the railway sur­
veyors, and he informed me that when the 
Maryvale Railway is built there will be only 
46 or -17 miles re~nired to complete the r-id 1'CCtll. 

The v'iu >"ect~< may be truly called a national line 
from the gnmt benefit it will be to many por­
tions of Queenslalld. :b'or instance, that !me, 
together with the Goondiwindi line, will 
assist in conserving and bringing to the 
1;ort of Brisbane the trane from that fine 
t:louth-western cou_ntry extenrling from Ingle­
wood to Goond>windi and along the border. 
The merchants of BrisbanP have already realised 
how much the shipping trade will be inoreasen 
at the port of Brisbane by the construction and 
completion of the vi,(, ;·cctn line, as it will bring 
wool, stock, and a]] kinns of agricultural pro­
duce to the port from the Downs >tnd the splen­
did border country, a goon deal of which was 
sent to Sydney in former years. \Vhen the ?J'id 
recta line is completed we may expect to see 
another new line of steamers between Brisbane 
and Lonnon. Queensland has been shame­
fully kept out of this V'id, 1·cctn line for the last 
twenty-five years. Twenty-five years ago the 
money was put on the .Estimates and borrowed, 
and Parliament sanctioned thE construction of this 
line; hut by a political ohuffie the money was mis­
ap[Jropriated or used in another part of the State. 
Credib will now be due to the present Kidston 
Government for, in some n1easure, 111aking repa.r­
ation for the delay and gruss injustice done to the 
old residents of the Downs and other parts in not 
constructing this line for a quarter of a century. 
The Minister for Railway~, in intronucing this 
line in the Legislative Assembly, mentioned 
that there would probably be a loss on this sec­
tion until the line was constructed further over 
the Range. He fnrther stated that although 
this line will go through some of the best agricul­
turallann in the State, yet in the first year, or 
for some time, the traffic may nnt be sufficient ttJ 
pay interest ou the outlay ; but any deficiency is 
to be guaranteed by the benefited area. In reply 
to the Minister for Railways on this anticipated 
loss, I would respectfully suggest that the Go­
vernment proceed as soon as possible with the 
next section of the vid 1·ecta railwav over 
the Main Range, and complete the extension. 
\Vhen completed, I have no noubt the t•'ic< recta 
will be one of £he best-paying lines in r.lueens­
land, ae, by shortPning the distance to the 
port of Brisbane by 60 milee, it will ensure to 
Brisbane the traffic and tra<ie of that grand 
grazing and agriculLural district on the Mocin­
tyre and round Goondiwindi, and on the border 
of ~ew South \Vales, a good deal of which 
formerly went to 3vclney. As a proof of 
this statement, I have only to point to 
the n1anner in w hi eh the \Vool .salGs have in~ 
creased in Brisbane oince the line has been 
started and opened to Goondiwindi. Another 
part of the epeech of the t:lecretary for Eail­
ways to which I wish to refe~ is that dealing 
with the divisi<m ot· distribution of the antici­
pated loss on this section to lYhryvale, I notice 
that he proposes to put seven twenty-fourths of 
the Ios,, on \Varwick, or, if it should be neces­
sary, to tnake the town of \.Varwick pa.y eix­
tenths of the amount. Either of these propooi­
tions is ont of proportion to the benefit \Varwick 
wonld deri \'e from the construction of the rail­
way. The first-mentioned proportion would be 
nearly one-third of the loss, ~tnd the second­
six-tenths-w,mld be more than one-half of the 
total loss. Surely the Minister has not given 

ldaryvale Railway. 827 

this matter careful consideration, or he would 
never have put such a large proportion of the 
burden on \Varwick. ;)everal other towns will 
benefit quite as much by the construction of the 
vi(i rectc~ as \Varwick, a.s, for instance, Goon­
diwincli, Inglewoorl, and Stantborpe; also the 
resi,Jcnts and pronucers in that splendid graz~ 
ing and agricultural ccnntry, 120 miles in length, 
between \Varwick and Goondiwindi. The resi­
dents along the new line from Guondi\,,indi to 
Talwuocl will also benefit by the con,truction of 
the line, ann Brisbane will benefit by it more 
than all the towns mentioned put together. r 
trust, therefore, that a more equitable ancl just 
nivi-;ion of the anticipated loss will he made 
than the one foreshadowed by the 1\Iini<ter for 
Railways. I ,shall give the proposal my hearty 
support. The construction uf the n:d recta has 
been long delayed, and the building of thb 
section ,vill in soine 1nea~ure compensate for the 
delay of a <1uarter of lL century which has 
occurred in connection with the greater work. 

Hox. A. NORTON : This is another case 
where the report lLnd evidence submitted by the 
Select Committee to the Council are extremely 
brief. They say brevity is the soul of wit, ,;nd I 
shall try to exhibit a little of that soul in the 
remarks I am about to make. I intend to sup­
port this proposal, not because' of what is con­
tained in the report >tnd evidence before us, but 
because I anticipate that the line will be con­
tinued, if not now, at any rate later on, in the 
direction of the metropolis. I think you, JVIr. 
Pmsident, will remember that at the time the 
Thane's Creek Railway was before this Chamber, 
I supported it becmrse it was a link in a more 
direct route to Brisbane than that followed by 
the existing railway. I am quite sure that tho•e 
hon. gentlemen who constituted the Select Com­
mittee have acted in this matter with a full 
sense of the responsibility they took upon them­
selves in m>tl<ing this report. At any rate, I 
accept their reconnnendations, and I shall be 
glad if the Government will take steps to initiate 
the work as soon as possible. I think the people 
of \Varwick have their wits about them just 
now. They seem to be doing· very well. I do 
not know what the Toowoomba people think 
about the matter. 

HoN. W. H. CAMPD.ELL: When the evi­
dence was being taken by the Select Committee, 
the Hon. Mr. Cctrter and the Hon. Mr. Fahey 
questioned JVIr. Pagan as to whether the line 

would pay, and he said it would not 
l4 p.m.J pay tLt pre;ent, nm' for the next two 

or three year", and probably much 
longer than that. I should like to n.-;k some 
hon. members wlv> know more about +,he \Va~­
wick diotrict than I do whether cl si.milar line­
narnelv, that to Kdlarney-~has been payable 
since it was opened. I <till told that it has not 
paid since it was bniit. 

Hon. V. T. Bm:l'TXALL: No. 

Hox. W. H. CAMPBELL: Am! nut only 
that it has not paid interest on the capital ex­
penditure, bnt that sometimes it has not paid 
even working expen,1es. I suppcme the line fron1 
\Varwick through the I.Iarv vale ~Estate can 
hardly pay as well as the Killttrney line. The 
Hon. 1\Ir. ,Johm:mn rnade Rotnc remark:3 about 
the vi<t rect<t. \Ve have the expensiv-J line from 
Toowoomba to \Varwick; and, if a line is bnilt 
from \Varwick to Brisbane, and the Tweed line 
is also connected with the New South \Ve<les 
railways, we sh~tll have three routes from Dris-

. bane into New South \V :des; and the money 
that is er-ent on those three lines will leave the 
rail ways in a very pitiable condition. \Ve see 
by the Commissioner's report lately published 
that the ::-\ ew South \Vales Pttrliarnent haH 

Hon. W. H. Campbell.] 
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authorii\ed the construction of a line to connect 
Grafton with l\Iaitland, and then the only por­
tion to be constructed will be the short distance 
from Murwillumbah tn Tweed H8arls; and once 
the line is constructer! from Graft0n to Mait­
laml, I Mn sure the New South 'Vales Parlia­
u1ellt will make the other connection. 

The f:lECJRKl'AHY l•'OR Punr,JO I:-;s'l'HUU'l'ION: 
Sydney aml the southern pn,rt of ]\' ew South 
\Vales will not let them. 

HoN. W. H. CAMP BELL: From Murwil­
lumbah to Tweed Heads is only" short distance, 
>tnd I think it is likely that that connection will 
he made before the other line is built. I am not 
going to oppose this railway. The more rail­
ways we have in the interior the better, so long 
as they open up the country in all directions; 
but I am afraid the Hon. Mr. J ohnson's predic­
tion that we shall &ee the vid. recta in tl••enty-five 
years is not likely to be realised. 

Hon. T. A. ,JoHNSON: The Secretary for 
ll,ailways has promised the first section of the 
'l'ia 1·ccta, a.nd, in justice, it shonld be built, as 
thP money ~vas borrowed for it. 

Question pnt and passed. 

APPHOVAL OF PLAN. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IK­

STRUC'l'IO~: I beg to move-
1. rrlmt the Conncil approve of the plan. section, and 

book of reference of the proposed railwav from \.Yar­
wiek to 1Iaryvnlc, in length 18 miles 67 chains, as re­
ceived by message from tlle Legblativc .Assembly on 
17th December. 

2. That. ~Lwh approval be notified to the Legislative 
.A.Rsem bly, by message in the usual form. 

Question pnt and passed. 

TJ<~}IPOlU.RY ADJOUR:'-Jl\IE0:T. 
The Sl~Cl~ETARY FOR PUBLIG IN­

STRUCT!ON: If h"n. members will excuse 
me for a few minutes, I will go to another place 
and a~certain the state of the barometer there. 
(Laughter.) \'Vben I come back, we can decide 
whE-ther tu remain this evening or adjourn until 
to-morrow. The hon. gentleman then left the 
Chamber, and on returning, ':iaid: I have aHcer­
tainecl that there is just a probability of hein~t 
Rble to finish to-night. If that is so, shall we 
meet at 7 o'clock or half-ra't 7, or rlo hon. 
rnernberH prefer to adjourn untd to-worrow? 

Hon. G. \V. GH,\Y: I think most hon. mem­
bers can meet to-1norrO\\·. 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTlO:\': I only want a bare quorum this 
evening. If we finish the bu.<iness to-night we 
can clotie the sesf'ion. Unless hon. ll1Hnbers 
have important eng-agements, I shouid be inclined 
to adjourn nn til 7. 30. 

Hon. 1<'. T. BnEl''l'NALT,: I think you bad 
better adjourn until half-past 7 o'clock, and, if 
you have not got a quorum, it will not matter, 
so long as nobcdy calls attention to it. 

At ten minutes past 4 o'clock, 
The rRESIDE='iT said I shall resume the 

chair at half-past 7 o'clock. 
Th8 PHESIDE1'1' resumed the chair at the hour 

narner1. 
AD.TOURNJ'vi!<:NT. 

'fhe SECRETARY }'OR PUBLIC IN­
STR [!CT I ON : l am sony to say that our good 
intentil•ns are hustratfcl. ThPre i8 no prospect 
of the Appropriation Bill to·night, unle3s we sit 
up till the early hours of the morning. I there­
fore beg to move that the Council do now ad­
journ. Of course, I rely upon hon. members. 
forming- a quornn1 to-nwrrow afternoon. 

Que,stion put and passed. 
'l'he Conncil adjourned at twenty-nine minutes 

to 8 o'clock. 

[Hon. W.ll. Carnpbell. 

Papers. 




