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772 Papers. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

J<'HlDAY, 18 DECE:\!Blm, 1D08. 

The SPEAKER (Hon .. Tohn Leahv, IJulloo) took 
the chair at half-past 10 o'clock. • 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table, were 
ordered to be printed:-

(1) Report of the board appointed to inqnire 
into the recent accident at Mount ::\Ior­
gan. 

(2) Annual report of the Marine Department 
for the year 1907-S. 

[Hon. R. Philp. 

QUESTIONS. 
DRY DocK, SouTH BmsBA:<E. 

:'IIr. l\IANK (Cairns) a'ked the 'l'rensurer­
l. "'hat rate of pay tlo gangers get at the dry (loci.;:,_ 

South Brisbane? 
2. 'Vhat rate i::; paid to permanent llant1s ~ 
3. What rate to casual bands~ 
4. \Vhat were the avorage weekly earnings flnring 

the last ~ix months of 11) permam'llt (:l) ca:;;nat hands~ 
3. Is preterenee given to married meu ~ 

The TREASUHER (Hon. A. G. C. Haw­
thorn, Enoyrtera) replied-

!. 'rhert-'l nre no gangers emlJloyed :~t the doek. If n 
leading banrt is employed he gets time alld a ttuarter 
when cleaning down a sbitJ, for instance. 

2. £13 per month to engine-driven:, .£-:8 10:-. per month 
to w·atchmen. There arc no others. 

3. All work is paid for at honrly rates. Trmlc.;;men 
receive the ruling rates in their trade: casual hands 
receive 1.:-. per hour. 

1. 'l'he work is of necessity intermittent, and men 
come and go. If a man is employed for a whole 
week he receive'"· £2 8s. There are no permanent hands 
employed at the dock save as mentiOlJed in question 2. 

5. Yes, and to those with dependants. 

PIALilA-URANGAN l:LHLWAY. 

l\f r. HANKIK (Bu,.,·urn) asked the :Secretary 
for Railways-

1..Yhen il' it il1tende<l to cont.inne the surve.'· of the 
proposed Pialba-Urangan Railway:-

The SECRETARY HlR RAlL\YAYS 
(Hon. \V. 'I'. Page<, JJiacka;y) replied--

As soon as a snrveyor is available. 

SUPPLY. 
HESL'ldPTIOX OF cu~DIITTEE. 

(llfl·. TV. J. R. iliuughan in the chair.) 

CHIEli' SECHETAH.."Y'R DEPAHTl\IEN'l'-IMl\IIGIL\TION. 

Qnestion-Tbat £~3,ii30 be granted for immi­
gration, npon V'hich J\lr. Bowm,jn had nloYed 
that £23,030 on]y be grmtted-aga,in prorwsed. 

:\Ir. COY~E (Warrcyo): He deoired to refer 
to the Bt<:~.telnent of the Prernier \\ ith rrt;ard to 
the indent~;d imn igrantf.; for the :::ervice.s of the 
pastoralt_)rowertit-s. ln replying to interjec.:t.ions 
the tdght bdore laHt, the Premier said he l'l.'harcled 
WiU.~t~• :.1-; tl-.u1 fir~t <.:on-.;ideration in indenting 
in1migrantd for pastmal propertiE-S. That was 
prptty WPll indicative of the policy pf imn1igra­
tion 11\JV.' being pur,.;:ued by tbe Govennnent ... 
His (~Ir. Cuyuu\;,) opin1on-nud it wa.H also 
the opinion of tht:usands uf nthrrs in Qneens~ 
land--was that the amount of lal1our avail­
able was actually the first condition to 
cnns.idtr \1efore the}' indented any H:Ore imnli­
grantf:l.) nBll, if there. was a suffider;cy of 
labour in tLLt partiuuLu C'llling-, there was n(} 
teal nefd for intruduclng any nwre of these 
labourer•. The Premier had not given them 
any idea, a~ to whether the-re was a ~mfficiency 
of lahnnr of th<tt par!icnlar character, but he 
(1\Ir. Coym•) knew of hie own lmowledge-and 
his staten.enL C()Ulll be borne out by il1f_: hnn~ 
rnernbers for Balonnn, Caq:entaria,' lqmdersj" 
Gregory 1 Barcoo, and the other represerrliLtives 
of pa,stora1 constituencieR-that there was no 
scarcity of labour of the dE'SCription being intro­
duced by the Premier for those rlaces. If that 
were so, then there was no need for the Premier 
to introduce any 1nore indented innnigrants. 
As to wages, he had looked through the retnrn 
which the Premier showed them the other night, 
and he found that, in the districts he was ac­
quainted with, at any rate, the return was very 
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careful to show the wages that were paid in the 
lowest paid and worst paid stations in tho,e 
districts. 

Mr. KERR: It is misleading. 
Mr. OOYNE : It was absolutely misleading. 

He presumed the hon. gentleman gut his infor­
nwtwn mostly from the police. 

The PR!DrlER : From the labour agents. 

Mr. OOY~·rE: In a great many place., the 
labour agBnts were the police. In the Balonne 
electorate there was a station that could be 
taken as a fair average of the wages paid m the 
Cunnamnlla district. It was a station about 30 
miles from Ounnamulla. 

The PrmmEH: \V hat place is that-Glendilla? 

Mr. COYNE: No; Glendilla was only a 
small selection. The station he referred to was 
Charlotte Plains-one of the best stations in 
(lueenslanrl.. 

Mr. KE:>XA: \Vho owns it? 
:Nir. COYKE: He did not know who owned 

it. 
Hon. R. PHILP: ~fr. Craig owns it. 

~lr. COYKE: The wages paid by this sta­
.tion could be taken as a guide of the wag•'s paid 
in that district. The return showed that the 
wages pairl., with the exception of one place on 
the Darling Down8, was £1 a week. \Vith regard 
to ratiom, he had been all over the Southern 
and \Vestern portions of Qneansland for the last 
nine years, and only one station doled out 
rations, and that was Thurulgoonrt. 

Hon. R. PHJLI': \Vhat are you trying to 
prove '! 

Mr. COY NE : Ho was trying to prove that 
the return which the Premier showed them was 
a misleading one, and that there was no necessity 
for these indented immigrants. 

The PHK\llEH : If it is a m1sieading return,. it 
is very desirable that that should be proved. 
Will you permit me to point out how to prove 
it? \Vill you point out here in this list the 
stations w hicl1 are wrongly stated? 

:\lr. KERU : I will point out several m the 
Bat coo district. 

Mr. COYNE On each and every station 
mentioned he had no doubt the wages were 
correct in this way--

The PREMIER: Hon. member.s know that I 
did not prepare that statement. 

Mr. OOYNE: Nobody said you did. 
The PRE11lER: Those figures wore supplied 

by Government officials. 
Mr. COYNE: By the Pastoralists' Associa­

tion. 
The PHEi\IIER: Hon. members know quite 

well that if Government employees supply 
incorrect figures, it is a very serious thing. 

Mr. COYNE: They were misleading. 

The PREMIER: W oulcl the hon. member 
permit him to make a statement? He put 
the return on the table so that hon. mem­
bers might be able to see it, and what 
he asked them to clo was to point out any 
particular case in w hi eh they knew there 
was an inaccuracy, and he would have the 
matter inquired into at orice. If there was 
any lying to be clone, he could clo that him­
self. (laughter.) It was essential on the 
part of any Government official, when he 
was asked for information, to supply correct 
information. Hon. members could under­
stand that. If any hon. member could point 
out in that statement where the figures were 
inaccurate. he would inquire into it at once. 

Mr COY::'-JE: Ho could accept one state­
ment made by the Premier while he was on 

his feet. That was, if there was any lying 
to be done he was quite capable of filling 
that role. 

The OHAlHMAN: Order! 
Mr. COYNE: Ho was only taking the 

Premier's own words. On each and every 
stacion mentioned in that statement hG had 
110 r1oubt th0re v;as a man or two working 
at those wages, but they were very old men, 
v:ho were ouly capable of getting on a horse 
aud riding round a fence They wGre not 
capable of doing any of the a1·cluous work 
that was required of the station hands, and 
it was only ollt of benevolence that the 
station people employed them. Besides 
which, they knew the run pretty well, and 
were kept 'for t.bat purpose as well. If those 
men were thTown out of employment to­
morrow, they would have to come on the 
State either for outdoor relief or go to Dun­
,.-ich Those were the men that were getting 
the wages m<'ntionod in the return. It was 
nothing like the approximate average wage 
in those districts. The hon. gentleman 
asked the labour agents to send in the 
figures, and he (~Ir. Ooyne) presumed when 
he sent out a memo. to them he told them 
that he 1Htnt.ed the information, ao the pas­
toralists wished to indent labour for their 
properties. 

'l'ho PHEi\!IEH: No, no' Th<'y were simply 
asked to state what the wages in the dis­
tricts we-re. 

Mr. OOYKE: Exactly. The hon. gentle­
man asked his officials to state what the 
wages in the district. We're, and he (Mr. 
Uoync) noticed that amongst others whom he 
asked was the Pastoralists' Association. 

The PnE:IllER: That is not so. 
Mr. COYNE: The Pastoralists' Association 

vas mentioned on the list. If the hon. 
gendeman ''"'~ anted to be lair, square, and 
aboveboard in the matter, why did he not ask 
the seerBtary of the Australian Workers' 
Union, who was as able and willing to supply 
the information he reqmred as any other 
gentleman iil the State? He did nothing of 
the sort. He sa.icl: "No, I will not have any­
thin~ to do with the Australian \Vm·kers' 
Uni;n" and he went to the Pastoralists' Asso­
ciatio~ an cl asked for that informa.tion. 

'rhe PREMIER: I say the Pastoralists' Asso­
ciation was not askod-J,he figures were sup­
plied by the pastoralists · labour a.gent. 

Mr. OOYNE: Ho could show within three 
clays, if he had an opportunitJ:, that the!'e ~as 
an abundance of mwmployccl lll those d1stncts 
where thev wne incll nting labour at the 
present tim~, and he vcas quite. sure thoso h~:m. 
members he had ment10ned. ""' rcpresentmg 
pastoral constituencies. could bear him out in 
that statement. BC'tween the shPanng seasons 
there was an abundance. of unemployed, and 
the only thing they had to fall back on in that 
slack season was the b1t of fencmg. and there 
was ahnvs a limit to that kind of thing. This 
was an i~clication that the only object of the 
Governnwnt at the pre3cnt time was to swamp 
the country with cheap labom·~as cheap as 
they could possibly get, and if they could !lot 
get them cheap at the present time, to bnng 
about such a state of circumstances as would 
reduce the price of labour. 

The l'llEi\IIEll: You know .-ery well the facts 
do not bear out that statement. 

Mr. COYNE: If the hon. gentleman made 
inquiries with regard to the labour market, 
he would find that \Vestern (~uoensland was 
H8Yf'r scarc-e <Jf labour. 

:Yir. THORN: A lot of them do not care to 
work. 

Mr. Goyne.] 



774 Suppi,1J. [ASSEMBLY.] Suppl,1J. 

'VIr. PA\XE: Thero is no better worker in the 
State. 

?.lr. COY?\E: There was no harder working 
men on the face of the earth to-day than the 
rnPn in 'Yestorn Queensland. There wero no 
loafers there-they wore an absent quantity 
altogether. 

:VIr. THOR)l: Oh! 

Mr. COYN[I;: He was speaking of what ho 
!mew something about. 'The hon.member might 
know something about Aubigny, but he knew 
nothing about 'Veotern Queensland. 'The hon. 
member had visited that country at the time 
they wore compulsorily idle. 

::\lr. TnORK: 'Yho made it compulsorily' I 
w1ll tell you all about it. 

Mr. COYNE: The only policy the Govern­
ment had got at the present time was a wild 
policy of immigration-nothing else but immi­
gration--am! they wow asked to voto £53,000 
to carry out that policy. The taxpayers would 
ha;·e to pay thousands of pounds besiches to 
bring labourers to Quconslanll. and when they 
were brought he~e the:e would be no employ­
ment for them. Ho obJected to dumping down 
men in (~ueenslanrl when there was no emnlov­
rnent for thcn1, and clumping do-wn rnen' who 
wanted to go on the land when we had 110 
land for them. Those were very good reasons 
why they should not vote the £30,000. Let 
them experiment with £20,000 first. That 
would he a fair thing. The Labour party were 
prepared to stretch the matter and allow 
£20,000. of the taxpayer,' money to be spent 
on 1mm1grabon. They wanted to give it a fair 
tnal, and were quite satisfied that the trial 
would convince e;-eryhody on the opposite sine 
that 1t was a wasteful exponditun• of public 
money. The senior member for 'roowoomba 
last night interjected that people could not 
get labovrers. \Yell, bking the return which 
had been supplied by the Premier, he found 
that last year only five agricultural labourers 
wen': reqmred in Drayton and Toowoomba. In 
Aub1guy there was only one solitary demand 
for an agricultural labourer. 

:\ir. THORN: You cannot get them when you 
want them; there arc non" there. 

Mr. COYNE: They could get more than 
they wanted. In Cambooya they required five 
dunng the whole of last year; and he would 
dn:eot the attention of hon. members to the 
fact that the wages they wew getting were 
£1 ·1s. 10d. a week and found. He would ask 
any honest member of the Committee if those 
wen' the wages paid to agricultural labourers 
m_the off season? Xo: tlwv were the wages 
pa1cl clurmg the harvest time only, v·hen the 
rnen \vorked for as many hours as there was 
daylight, and then .mlv for about five weeks. 

~\lr. rH<?_RX '.Them a~-e some who arc getting 
from ;u1 <>s. to £1 10s. a week all the vear 
round. · 

:\Ir. COl ""'E: The Government were pursu­
lllg a wwked, n1ad uolicv. and one which 
would wreck not on[, 'theJ{; but the people of 
(~uPcnsland in a vt~rv ·'"hort time. If a.nv 
{'Yidcnoc W81"P adduced that there was a scar~ 
city of labour in any particular caJling, he 
would be one of the vPrv first to vote public 
muncy to bring in !alJourers to supply that 
df'mand; hut they h:1d not been given a tittle 
of evldencf' that there was any such scarcity 
of labour. They had heard mining mem­
hers 'tate that. there were hundre~ls-aye, 
thousands-of nuners 1dle in Quernsland. 

:IIr. D. Hn1TEU: And yet you are willing to 
Yote £20.000 to bring in mor-e. 

[11fr. Coyne. 

:IIr. COY NE: The hon. member exploded 
occasionally in that senseless fashion. There 
was no reason in what he said. He had 
already explained that the Labour party were 
prepared to voLe £20,000 in order to give the 
thing a trial for one year, without penalising 
the taxpayers to the exten~ of £50,000. 

:lfr. D. HuNTER: In order to show that _your 
party is opposed to immigration. 'That is 
what you want. 

J\lr. COYJ\iE: In order to show that the 
Labour party were not against ir:nrnigration, as 
they had stated scores of times; and what they 
said on the floor of that Chamber they had 
also stated before their constituents, and they 
were prepared to tell it to them again. They 
were not like 1he hon. nwmber for \Voolloon­
gabba, who would tell his constituents ono 
thing now and in five minutes would turn a 
complete somersault. In Hosewood only two 
agricultm·al labourers were \canted during the 
whole of last year; one in Stanley; eig-ht in 
Logan; and he was pl~<~sud to see that in 
~\lbcrt, the electorate of thP Secretary for Pub­
lic \'llorks, they did not want any at all. 

The SECRETAHY FOR Pc;BLIC \VORKS: \Ye can­
not get them. They '"Y it is too far away 
from Brisbane. 

:IIr. COY:t\E: The Goven,ment were paying 
these labour agents to ascertain what demand 
there was for labour, ttnd to endeavour to 
supply it, and the report from the Albert was 
that the demand was nil. 

The SECHE'l'ARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: \Ve 
want any amount of them. 

:llr. COY NE: \Yhat was the use of tho hon. 
gentleman talking like that? 

'l'hB SECRETAHY FOR J-'UBLIC \VORKS: I speak 
from experience. 

:VIr. UOYJ\'E: So were the members of the 
Labour party talking from experience. The 
Premier told them that they must go by the 
official returns, and now the hon. gentleman 
was telling them that those returns were mis­
leading. The returns showed that last year 
there were no agricultural labourers required 
in the Albert. 

Tho s}~CRETARY FOR PcHLIC WoRKS: They 
will not go there. 

:llr. COY NE: How did they know that, 
when thuv woru never asked to go'! It was 
within his lmowledg .\ that the Premier was 
pursuing a criminal policy, so far a~ pastoral 
pmpmti'.'" were concerned, by mdentmg 
labourers for those propnrties; and he entered 
a strong protest, on behalf of his constituents, 
against the Government indenting any 
labourers for that district. 

* I\lr. :llA~N (Cuirns): He did not intend to 
vote against the amount set down on the 
.l<;stimatos, although he differed verY. largely 
with the Premier's immigration policy. He 
quite agreed with the hon. member for vVar­
rego that it was a fallacy to bring out. men 
to the \V estcrn districb when there were 
alreaclv men ther;e who could not find work. 
n., ho-ped. before sitting down, to be able to 
show the Premier how he could put the money 
on the Estimates to good use without inflict­
ing any hardship upon people who were now 
looking for work. Last year he asked the 
PrerniCr certain pertinent questions in order 
that the hon. gentleman might make some 
inquiries into the system on which immigra­
tion was being conducted; and, although thP­
hon. gentleman made a promise to inquire 
into the matter, no such inquiries had been 
made. and the hon. gentleman was appar-
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ct:tJy going to_ ?ring in more innnigrants 
wit!li)Ut a;::;cr-rtaining first whether work could 
he found for them without displacing men 
already in Queensland. The whole s"'tem 
i,~l the old country was utterly wrong._" The 
L remwr said y<'stcrday that the shippmg 
agents were the people who sdectcd immi­
grants. J\Tow, the shipping agents did not 
care a chunp whether a man was an agricul­
tural labourer or not. All they cared for ",,_s 
getting a full complement of passengers for 
r l1e B. I. f\.X. boats. The way to get the best 
class of nnrniuTants wns bv sending home 
rneu to go rou11d the agricultural districts 
and see for themselves what like the men 
wer.e, and ascertain whether they had any ex­
pcnence or any capital. He spoke rather 
~tron~l.v agatnst tlw IC1~a of bringing people' 
over nr~rc and_ atietnpilng to ~f'ttle them on 
r f_H'. Ianrl .-._t.ra1p:ht away under prP"•f'nt con­
ri;tJOIJ'-'. Tt1(-',Y hacl any amount of labour~::~r.s 
m Qu<'Pnsla>Jcl with a small amount of capital 
wbo ~vcr.r, (h"~irous of £{ctting upon the land. 
The ]nmor member for Toowoomba showed 
him a letter the other day from four men 
who were looking for land, and the Govern­
ment could not fine! land for them. If the 
Govcrrmwnt were fully alive to the irnport­
ancr of the g-reat question of land settlement, 
rh.Py '":ou~d have ageuts scouring every dis­
tnct pickmg up the hest work0rs with a bit 
of capita!~men who wanted to go upon the 
land: and they should make herculr-ctn efforts 
t? get. them settled on the land. \V e should 
nepl<>te the labour market, and them bring 
m men from the old country to fill up the 
vacanc.y, but . the Government sought to 
brmg m Immrg-rants and put them on the 
labour market instead _of putting them upon 
the land. He drd n?t mtencl to vote against 
this grant for mrmigrahon, as it could he 
very well expended on proper lines. The 
Premier was in the old country lately, and if 
he had sturhed the home papers he would 

have read that a number of 
[ll a.m.J ()roft~rs who could not get land 

111 Scotland took possession of 
some land to make a home for themselves. 
and they were arrested and brought to Edin­
burgh, and sent to gaol. V\'hile the Premier 
was over there he should have got a man 
who spoke both Ga{'lic and English to go 
amongst the crofters to tell them that in 
(/ueensland therp WPre millions of acres, and 
that they should leave their own wind-swept 
Islands. He should have arranged to have 
a whole colony of these people brought out 
and sl'ttlecl nn our coasts. and supplied with 
boats and nets for fishing, for thes0 men 
"'vcre both urofb.--1rs and fishers, and they 
would haYe wade v,oocl colonists. At home• 
most of these young_ men had gone through 
a systmn of tra1n1ng In the naval reserve. and 
thcv would h~YC' foraH1d a splPndid nuclcu~ 
for an An:-.trah;nl 1wvv. and thrv would haYo 
1na.dc g-oud cit'i7ons · · 

Tho s,:('RET.\llY FOR l'T'BLir \.VoRKS: Cannot 
they do it uow? 

:\fr. ::\IA:\1'\: He was not going to vote for the 
amendme!Jt, to sec if that -could not be done. 
The hon. nremhcr for lh-isbnne South last night 
had really put his firu,rr upon the sore in this 
matter---"'" shnuld fill up our vast. empty 
spaces wrth people ,,·ho ;could dd,•nd the coun­
try against th0 incursion of Af<iatics, and he 
would vote for the Goycrnm<'nt on this 
occa',ion. lrntnigratinn wa~ too seriou~ a ques­
tion to be ma.!c usn of for party pL!rposes. 
He was backPrl up in his attitude bv the 
Labour party in th(' Ft'dL ral Parlimnent, \vhich 
advocated imrr,igration on the lines he had 
sngg-esterl. !3Ht h,, did not believe in bringing 

out men to thL \Yest, which was already m·er­
crowdecl, or to sugar districts, to an already 
on:dlowiug 1narkct. F-Ie did not think there 
had bc~n a single complaint from t.he sugar 
district'; about the ~ca~·cit~~ of la hour; they 
had ncyer had a hotter 'eason as far as good 
can0-cntters \\ere concerned. ...4..t the l\iulirave 
during the firot few month; the nwn were 
cutting· more than the mill could cru,h, and it 
\vas only when sonH: of the Incn were down 
with influenza that tlwy were short of c '1118. H" 
hopPd the Pn,mieu would bring out the crofters 
as he had suggested. It would be a goclsen d 
to tho~o pec;plo to con1c out here. A_ ship 
cculcl bo chartPred to bring i.hern out, so that 
there would be no break!ng of family ties, 
and a Govu_·n ment jnspector could give them 
c•nlightcnrneut as to the mode of cultivation 
hen~, and tht~y \Yould r-na.ke the bc;)t cla,.s:-3 of 
:;pttl<'l'S, unc11w <l ~pl -ndid nvclcus for buildin.g 
up an Australian na;·y. That had bcwn dmw 
in Cana<h. \Yholc i'lanrls had boon practi­
cally dorletod. and tlw ppr:plo put clown to 
fonn one to\Vll':>hip in Canada. That was prl·­
haps th0 reu,son vvh.v Canada was making a 
sncc€""' of innnigration, nncl vve c1iJ not. 'l~hen~ 
had bC'C'll too ;nuch hastu tc rnsh in agricul­
tural labonrcrfi and ~~t'!"Yant g·irls hPre. .t'\t 
horne sen-ant girls got lwti0r \Yagos ancl accu­
nrodation than th<'Y did hr•re. 

Thf-) SECRETAHY FOn lLHL\\AYF: No. 
Mr. :.\IAXX: Their duties were more special; 

they were not g''neral servants. The only ad­
vantage we could point. out t.o them was that 
t.hore was a better chanc,_!. of getting on i11 
this country. In the old country, once. a 
servant girl always a servant girl, bu.t a girl 
coming out here had a chance of hettcrmg hcor­
self. 

Th·~J SECRET\.RY FOR lZAIL,.AYS: EvPn marry­
ing a, 1nember of Parliament. 

:\fr. :MAN~\1: For that reason he would 
recommend the bringing out of these girls~ 
(laughter)---hut not under false pretences. He 
was sorrv the Chief Secretary was not In his 
place, a; he v:anted 10 ask him a question. 
In his district there was a man whose 
daughter and son-in-law \\Cnt home some 
eight or ten years ago. TherE' were two 
or three children born in C)ueensland, and 
four or fi1·e in Eno·land. Things had gone 
hard with th,,m th~~·e. The children horn 111 

England could be nomtndted, but the parents 
themselves could not get nommated, The man 
was a carter, and had had to pay the passage 
o£ hi'3 clanghtcr and S\lll-~n-la.w and ,sorne .o~ 
the childre11. l-Ie '' uulrl hke to ask tne Chwf 
&~crrtarv if, under the cireum~tances, he could 
not sot" ·his way to gi \'e this man a refund. 

Tlt,) ~-ECRET,\_HY FOR _HAIL\YAYS: J.\sk a. ques­
tion about it. 

1\Jr. MAXi\: He had written to the Immi­
gration Dopartrnent several. times over the 
matter, and had be'm told m reply that the 
lav:,r '..onJd uot allo\V then1 to non1lnatC' people 
\vho had been forrner rcsiU.ents of Queensland. 
Tho'" people woLdrl make a~' goocl sf'ttlers as 
pL'rsons who had not be0n in (,Juecm;land before. 
and possibly better. He chcl not agree \nth the 
.tatcme.nt made by the hon. member for 
Lcichharclt last evening, that the less the 
population \YUS the more prosperous was thA 
country. 

Mr. HARDACR}:: I did not say that. I said 
a big population did not bring increased 
wagc-3 

C\Ir. MANI'\: But it caused increased pro­
duction. vY c had 5,000,000 people in Aus­
tralia at the present time, and If we had ten 

Mr.Mann.] 
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timc.s that numher there would be ten times 
more boots and hats and other commodities 
required to supp]v their wa11ts, and that 
meant more production and more employ­
ment. 

:Yir. HARDACRE: \Ye would not be one 
penny the better. 

Mr. MANN: We should be better in this 
respect: that we should have the country 
settled, and there would be more consumers. 
ancl consequently more producers to supply 
iheir wants. 

cYir. H"'RDACRE: "VVhat about the price of 
land" 

}fr. M ANN: If wo imposed a graduated 
land tax-and he had always been in favour 
of such a tax-that would inevitably keep 
down the price of land. 

:'vir. fiARDACHE: Do that before vou bring 
imrnigra:nts h0re. V 

Mr. MANN: We ooulcl clo both. 
:'vir. AIREY: Do both together. 

::Vh-. lVIANN: He was in favour of imposing 
a graduated land tax to cheapen land, but 
evc'n without a land tax people could got 
plemy of land in his district. 

The CH AIE:\IAN : Ord"lr ! The questiou 
of a land tax is not before the Committee. 

:\I,·. MANN: Quite so. but a great deal 
had lJPcn said about tho dearness of land for 
immigrants, and he wished to point out that 
within a few miles of Cairns good land, with 
a navigable river flowing through it-good 
arabhe and dairying land-could be obtained 
for £4 an acr0. The only draw hack to it was 
that the scrub had been felled and loft on 
the land by Chinese, and th0 land had be­
come OYergrown with burr. But he could 
dear tha1; ~land within twclv0 months at a 
cost oF about £2 an acre. That mig-ht seem 
a big price, but he had bought land at £10 
an acre, und paid for it out of the proceeds 
of the land. He belicnd that m0n could g-et 
'he land he referred to on lease for a period 
of years on the condition that th<'y cleared 
it of burr. · 

.\Ir. HARD \CHE: "'hat w11ges would you pay 
for clearing it? 

2\Ir. 2\L'I.:\:\: .\ny p<"r,on taking it up could 
clear it himself, and he would g-et as wage' 
the reward of his la bonr. He could clear 
such land hy cutting th0 .burr with a mowing 
machine, and then puttin~t tt firo into it. He 
hopPd the Pr01uier \'-"Ou]d give Rerious con­
hideration to the~ :-:uggPstion b0 had made. and 
see if they could not g0t crofters and fisher­
n1cn fro1n congestPd districts in Scotland to 
coma to Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
lie \\ ishc•d to sa v a f{'W \\ ords on this n1ost 
important matter to '/ueensland-the matter 
1Jf filling np our -.;-acant p1acPs. lif'. rnust con­
fess that, after hearing what had fall<m from 
members on holh sides of the House, he 
could not understand "hv tf.cv <·Dnld not come 
to a clirision on tho qu'eetio;L iVith regard 
to th~ rates of \, agPs ancl the work availabl<" 
i11 ag-rieultural disJ rieLs, h0 could only speak 
of his own district. and he could tell hon. 
mPn1bc~rs that th0re v-vas a :--:rarcity of necessary 
and uitable labour for dcv0loping the agri­
cultural resources of the c\lhert district. 

.\fr. BARBER: 'What do ::·ou moan by "neces­
sary and suitable labour"? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
JYien who could and would do the work for 
which they WPre onr;aged and paid. 

[.Mr . .M ann. 

iYir. BARBER: £,t worth of work for about 
fifteen bob. 

The SE:CRETARY FOR Pt.:BLIC WORKS: 
The hon. IYH~rnber \vho 1nadc~ that interjection 
k!ww absolute), nothing ahoLtt the subject. 
\Vhcro men had the ncm"·sary knowledge to 
do the work rcqnired of them, he ventured to 
sac' that in all agricultural districts they got a 
fair wage and fair food. 

1Yir. Bmnr.-\N: iVhat do you say is the avN· 
age wagP? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
That was a matter which was practically deter· 
mined hv the aGilih of a man to do the work 
for which hP was <•rlgaged. bl~t a man "\1'ho was 
able to do his 11ork as an agnculturallabourer 
could practically get any wage he liked to ask 
fur. 

.Mr. LENNOX: That is nnt an answer at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
It was an an.~nver; but the rnajority ?f men 
going round --tgricuHural districts seeking for 
work had no knowledge of the work, and 
would n·ot do !he work. 

.\Ir. BOW;)!'": I llsk whaL is the avera\l'e 
wages paid to agricultural labourers in the dis· 
trict you rc'presunt? 

Tlw SECRETAR 't' li'OH rL.:BLIC WORKS: 
Taking all cla"c; of labour, the average wage 
paid in the Albcrt ranged rourrhly from £1 Ss. 
to £1 7s. Gel. a "eck and found. A good deal 
had been said bv some hon. members about the 
hours worlc<'d hv agricultural labourers. He 
,·cntured to say~ that those members kn~nv 
ab,,Jlutely nothing about the· matter. 'lhe 
agricultural labtmrer in Queensland had a con· 
,iderably bett.cr time than men employed m 
other ocoupatiuns. They must . furthermore 
consider that they had passed legislation wh10h 
plaoocl it in the hands of the worker to obtam 
tho treatment that he ought to recmve If he 
\Vas not getting it. Any rncn brough? Into 
Ouoensland at the rr0s mt time were m the 
p'ositwn that, if they rlid not receive the rate o: 
pay to which they were 0ntitled, they were 
able to obtain it through the operatwn of the 
wages hoards, ancl that fact seemed to be 
cnt'lrd:r OYC'rluokcrl by hon. nwmb.crs ?PPO~lt8 
who spoke against the proposed ImmigratiOn 
scheme of the Government. 

Mr. NEYITT: Did not you do your best to 
prevent the Wages Boards Bill applymg to 
agricultural labourers? 

The SEC'RETAHY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Ho· did for reasons which he adduced at the 
time. '(Opposition laught(Or.) But that Adot 
had now bc•come law, and It was m the han s 
of the agrioult.ura! labourers themselves. 
}1en coming to Queensland from henceforth, 
if they did not r,Jceivo the _rate of wage they 
considered they wore entitled to, then a 
rnajority of the rnf'n employed 111 a parbm_~lahr 
rlistrict had only to apply for the estahhs -
mcnt of a wages board, and they would get 
it. A good deal had been smd about the ~n­
dented labour, and hon. members opposite 
made the statement that . there: were 
thousands of n1cn walking about anxious. to 
get work, but the employers would not give 
it to them. 

Mr. BoWMAN: iVhat was said was that 
aftl'r the sugar season and the close of the 
pastoral season that there wore thoubtmds of 
men unemployed. 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC WORKS: 
From his own personal knowledge he knew 
that that statrmrnt was incorrect. 

Mr. B.>RTIER: Come up to a sugar district, 
and you will see them for yourself. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
·was it likely that employers would go to the 
expense of indenting labour from the old 
country, knowing that they would require a 
certain pcri,xl to get used to their new sur­
roUJ,dings and the altered conditions in 
l~ueonsland, if they could get reliable and 
suitable labour in Queensland? 

Mr. KERR: The men who are being in­
·dented arc exports. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
'The employers were keen business men, and 
they would not take that course if they could 
get reliable and suitable labour for the pur· 
poses they required. 

Mr. KERR: But these men are experts with 
sheep and mtttlc. 

The SEC HE TAR Y FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Quite true. E.-en then the conditions were 
different in (lueens!and to what thev were 
in the hi<;hlands of Scotland. In conl1ection 
with the labour to be paid it v,as provided 
that £1 a week would be paid for the first 
six months, and then £1 Ss. a week for the 
second six inonths, and when they saw the 
wage"" actually p<iid ~o these indented immi" 
grants they would see that the amount was 
a fair one. The list which had been placed 
on the tuble for the information of hon. 
members had been questioned. 

Mr. CoYl'.;f': ·what about th" supply of 
labour already in those districts? 

Tho SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
It was an absolute statement of fact so far 
as they could ascertain, but, if it was not, 
then It was the duty of hon. members who 
knew otherwise to supply that information 
to the leader of the Government to enable 
him to find out where these misstatements had 
.come from. 

Mr. HAMILTON: You are bringing men out 
at a reduced wage of 10s. a week loss than 
what some of the rnen get now. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Th" pastoralists were permitted to bring ill 
indented labour at £1 a week for the first 
.-six months, and then an increaso---

i\Ir. BmnJAN: No, thoro arc no conditions 
relating to that. It is £1 a week for the first 
twelve months. 'l'he Premier said, after di:i­
cussing the matter with the representatives of 
the pastoral industry, that it was intended thov 
should get £1 5s. a week aftf'r the first si~ 
months. 

Tho SECHoETAH.Y B'OH PL'BLIC 'WORKS: 
He had no doubt that would be carried into 
effect. 

:\1r. BoWMAN: But it is not in the agree­
ment. 

The 8J£CRE'l'AR Y FGR PUBLIC WORKS: 
If hou. members would examine that list laid 
on the table, they v, ould see that the wages 
paid for all clas,ses of labour in the pastoralist 
districts worked out an average of £1 2s. 6d. 

Mr. B·:JWi\JAN: No. During the shearing 
season they get £1 10s. a week. 

The SECRETc\RY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He referred to the permanonL class of labour 
and if the hun. gentleman worker! it out h~ 
would find that it an•mged £1 2s. Gel. a week. 
Hon. members opposite assumcrl that the Go­
vernm€mt wanted to bring out men who would 
be unemployed. He ccgretted to say that in 
Queensland at the present time thoro were a 
number of men to whom unemployment was 
practically a disea&e. That had been his ex­
,perience in Queensland. 

Mr. H.nnLTON: That is an old gag. 

The SECRE'rAHY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
'l1ho hon. 1nember for Grf'gory knew it was a 
fact. 

Mr. HARDACTIE: lt is a libel on the working 
men of (~uoeusland. 

Tho SECRETARY FCHl PlJBLIC WORKS: 
He said that a certain section of them in 
\V estern Quconeland \YPre not disposed to 
settle down to permanent occupation, because 
they were of a roaming disposition, and they 
cou!J always obtain food and shelter. 

The CHAIEMAN: I must ask hon. mem· 
bers to refrain fron1 carrying on a conversa~ 
tion in such loud tones, as it is almost impos­
sible for the riansa,-rl staff to hear what is 

. being said by the sp<mlccr. (Hear, hear!) 

The SECRETARY FOie PUBLIC WORKS: 
He was glad to notice that the hon. member 
for Cairns, ~n replying to an interjection from 
the hon. member for Leichhardt, said that a 
man could work and clear the ground him­
self. The hon gc'1tle:mm then interjected 
"·what about wages?" That was thG whole 
trouble. A section of hon. members on the 
opposite side could not conc,,ive of a man hav· 
ing a desire, in the first instanco, to se_cure .a 
free homo for himself, and that by clearmg h1s 
land and proviJing a hom0. he would render it 
an asset which would enable him to maintain 
himself and familv, and be a factor in the 
development and lmprovcm<mt of the State. 
Let them consider the old immigrants who 
came out bore in the old days. They came in 
ill-found immigrant ships~ taking up to 
160 days to got here. They had bad 
conditions, and typhus was often amongst 
them, and they weto ;ndontod and landed m 
Queensland to get £20 a year and rations. 

]\fr. HA111ILTON: That is what you want now. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
lie wns sin1ply giving the class of men who can1e 
nut in those days, \vith a'! the disadvantage,; 
that then existed. Those men came out here 
determinPd to better their condition. They 
saved as much as they could of the small amount 
of money thev received, and as soon as they had 
enough, they "took up a bit of ground. There 
was no railway cmnmunicati\Hl, and no11e of the 

advantages we ha\'e to-day. See 
[11.30 a. m.] what those men and their descend-

ants were to-day. That was the 
cht's of men they wished to bring· out to settle in 
this fair State. 'He ventured to say if they could 
still get that class to come out they would ass1st 
in doing wlwt those early settler.,, who came out 
under those disadvantageous conditions, had been 
enabled to do. 

Mr. HAHDACRE : Thousands of people want 
l~tnd in Queensland ~tnd cannot get it. 

Opposition members interjecting, 

The CHAIRMAJ\i : Order ! I would ask hon. 
Inentbers to ce:1se from interrupting-. 

The SECRETARYFOH.PUBLICWORKS: 
He did n"t think anything he had said would 
give rise to a di:3cussion mnongst hon. n~ernbers, 
because to all intents and purposes he was 
simply gi dng the history of the ectrly days as a 
descendant of one of those immigrants. (Rear, 
hear!) In his youth he had seen all that those 
immigrants had to undergo. Tbey were men 
who were determined not to be unemployed. 

Mr . .i'.lAOKI!'iTOSH: So they were. 

TheSECliETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
They \Vere rnen deterrnined to improve their con­
dition in life, and they became what they are 
to-day, and had assisted materially in the de­
velopment of this great State. He quite agreed 

Hon. W. T. Paget.] 
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with the hon. member for Cairns that it was 
abe•Jlutely necessary that suitable agents should 
b~ sent to the old country to select the immi­
grants it waK desired to hring out. 

:\Ir. BmnrAN: There is a very great dr>tl of 
clissntisfaction at pre"ent. 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
~-\_ centain amount of monAy was necessnry to 
pay tbose agen t:-3, and yet Opposition menlbers 
were attempting to cut down the sum of money 
propt•sed for that purpose, which would practic­
ally take away the ability of the Govt;rnment to 
prm ide agents of character. He admitted than 
thP. matter of SE'lection wa~ one that wm1ld re­
f}Uire the greatest care. As bad already heen 
sta!rd, the hest i1nmigrantR received in Queens­
land were brought out by men from the State­
whoc1knew the pr?per class of pe_npl_e to h.ring to 
the ::Jtate. Start1ng at the begannng w1th the 
R,eY, Dr. Lfl.ng-under whose a.uspices hi.s nwn 
grandparents c"rne out-he selected a cl"'' that 
he knew was Ruitable for thi:..:; grer'l..t Stab'. 

:Mr. HuxHA11: Do yon believe in scalp 
n1oiJey? 

TheSECRETARYJ.'ORPUBLIC WORKS: 
He ventured to eay that that principle was a 
very bad one_. (Hear, hear') Hon. members, 
l1y endeavonnng ~o rednce the vote, were practi­
cally compelling the Government to nrlopt that 
p~uticular n~anner to get im1nigra.nts. Then the 
late Henry Jordan selected men who to-dny were 
respected by every man in the community, and 
deservedly so, because they, of all oth>rs, had 
as~i:.;ted in rnaking this ~tate wh;tt it is. 

~T r. HAMILTOX : IV e do not want the flotsam 
and jetsam of the old country. 

TheSECRETARYPORPUBLTCWORKS: 
\Vhen the hon. gentleman thought over the 
matter he won id regret the reflection he c est on 
"' large m1m her of females by the statement he 
had made the other night. 

l\Ir. HAMILTON : It is absolutely trne. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He ventured to say the hem. member had slan­
dered a number of virtuous females who were 
doing their l?a~t to make this State wh,tt they 
hoped to see 1t 1ll the future. It was an uncalled 
for and cruel statement. 

l\Ir. HA11ILTON: You read the evidence taken 
at the inquiry. 

The SECRETARY FORPUBLTCWORKS: 
The statement would reflect no credit on the hon. 
member for having made it. \Vith regard to the 
crofters, he thought no more suitable class of 
men conld be introduced into ~neenslaud th"n 
the crofters from the Highlands of Scotland, 
and he hoped to see a large number of them in­
troduced nnder the schetlle which the Govern· 
ment proposed to carry out. T'here was no more 
striking- example of what thio t\tate could do for 
men--he understood the hon. member for C<tirns 
also came ~rom a family of crofters--and to-<lay 
he was an 1nd.epenrlent man and a Inetnber of 
the I,egi,lative Assembly of Queensland. These 
wem tlte attraction; they were able to hold nut 
tu those who wished t.o cnme here. Hon. mern­
ber.i had en?ea voured to show that in bringing 
rnen to this country \Ve were adually clning 
them a cruel disservice, and yet sever:al hon. 
members had got up and stated that they 
themselYt8 came out here as irnrnigrantsj and 
to-day they were members of Parliament. How 
many countries in the world cm1ld hold out 
such induceinents to rnPn coming to our shores? 
In a few years they might become independent 
Inen, nnd also metnbers ~;f Parliament. In all 
countries in the world, it did not matter how 
prosperous the country might be, they always 
had the unfortunate class who called themselves 
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the unemployed, and who were the unemployed. 
The trouble here at the pre,<ent time w"' that 
the men did not cue to stay for any length of 
tin1e in one placH. In hi,s own experience, he 
hac! found men of th:1t class who, after working 
a fortnight or .3, mnnth, harl conH'l ttnd told hitn 
they wanted to len. Ye. He had said to them 
on ~different occasinn~. " Is there anytbing 
wrong with the wag· s ?" "No." "Is there any­
thing wrong with the for.d ?" "No." ""\Vhat do 
you want tu leave for?'~ "It is too far from 
Bri~bane." And as a ruatter of fact, it was only 
14 miles from a milway ~tation, and that railway 
station was only .'50 nllles from Bri<bane. Tint 
was one of the di..,ad vantage:) n1·~n who were 
endeavouring tn develop the cquntry were placed 
in. If all tbo'e areas of Crown lands which had 
recently been selected were to be cultivated, a 
clasH of Inen, to wh(nn they were will in!:{ to p:1.y 
the best wAge;;:., were r.::quired to put them11nder 
culti\·ation. 

Mr. ,J. 1\I. Hur>TRR: Is all this done fqr the 
benefit of the working !I1an, or yourself? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He ventured to "''Y that the hon. member 
employed labour, in the first instanc>, for his 
own advantage. They were not phihtnthro­
pists; and they wanted a suitable claos of men, 
not alone for their own advancement, Lnt for the 
ath·ancement of the State as well. Hon. mem­
bers hr-td :.:aid that, so far as the sugar industry 
waR concerned, there was a fmrplus~1ge of labour. 
\Vel!, hA wonld like to tell his exp,orience ,m the 
JYL,ssman. In inspecting the mill there, he 
noticed a considerable number of Japanese em­
ployed in overhauling the rolling stock of the 
tramline. He said to one of the directors, who 
waK showing hin1 round, ''I don't like to ~ee 
thiR. How is it that you are employing the 
hrtJWn rnan here?'' He said, "I aRRure you that 
we are unable to get white labour to do that 
work. \Ve would prefer to employ ·.v·hite men." 
He believed that statement, because he knew 
that the gentleman who made it had an objection 
to cnloured labour. 

::VIr. W oons : He did not tell you the truth. 

TheSECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKt'l: 
The report of the Royal Commission appointed to 
inquire into the pearl-sheJl. indn;try disclosed 
the fact that the brown man had practically 
monopolised th~t industry. In the beautiful 
Atherton district-one of the most magnificent 
districts, he ventured to say, in the whole world 
-they fonnd the yellow man. 

i\'Ir. HARDACRE: And what has caused that? 
Only land ownership. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \YORK;:;: 
If they anal)•sed the reasons from the state of 
thillgs that prevailed at Atherton they would 
find thn.t the ruen who were giving the yellow 
ma.n the opportunity of occupying the land were 
not rnen who could bP- conde1nned for being 
en1ployers of labonr. lie :-~poke as a native 
Au:-;tralian, who hnd the advancement of his 
t:ountry very much at. heart, and aB one whn 
desirecl to se(e it settled with a white racce of 
people. 

l\lr. BmnrAN: \Ve desire it just as much as 
you do. 

The SECRETARY Ji'ORPUBLTCWORKS: 
Then why did the hon. rne1nber endeavour to 
reduce th~t vote, which hP knew w:'" absolutely 
necesoary to bring people here to develop the 
State? 

l\fr. BmniAN: Some of those you have been 
bringing out are mechanics, and not agricultural 
labourers at all. 

The SECRETARY IrOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
They only desired to bring out people of the 
same class as thode who had made the State· 



SupJlly. [li'l DECEMBER.] Supply. 779 

what it was to-day. It was neces8ary to expend 
a considerable sum of money to enable them to 
appoint suitable agents; and he trusted those 
agents would be 1nen who had comA here a~, 
immigrant", and had made an independent posi­
tion for themselves out of the soil, and who 
wo~ld be able to show thoee whom they desired 
to mduce to come here what a man could do in 
this fair land. He appealed to ban. m em hers to 
regard the question quite apart from party con­
siderations. 

Mr. BoW'IIAx: So we do. 

TheSECRETAHY FORFUBLTCWORKS: 
As the senior member for Townsville said last 
night, they had one of the 6nest countries in the 
world-(hear, hear !)-a oountrv that was abso­
lutely flowing with milk and h.oney, and which 
only rfquii"ed people to n:ake it one of the 
greatest States in the wnrld. He appealed to 
hon. n1~1nber3 to pass the vote, and astJist in 
developmg the Sbtte, and putting them in a 
position of being able to defend their great 
heritage. 

* Mr. RANKIN (Bu?'1'uu!): In his opinion, the 
vote under discussion far transcended many of 
the votes to which a great deal of attention had 
been given. Dome of those who had .;poken had 
regaded the question from a [Jarochial point of 
view, whereas it should b" regarded fror.:1 a 
national point uf view. It was a vote on which, 
sooner or later, might hinge their very existence 
as a State. Their friends on the other 'ide 
endeavoured to 1nake out that they did not 'vant 
population in Queensland. 

~Ir. NEVITT: That is not true. 

Mr. RANKIX : That had been the burden of 
their song. 

LABOUR lVIE~IBERS : No, no ! 

Mr. RANKIN: So far as he could gather 
from the interjections coming from the other side 
while the senior member for Townsville was 
speaking, those hon. members simply wanted to 
close the door against immigrants. 

LABOUR lV1E11BERS: No, no ! 

Mr. RAN KIN: He was !lot going into any 
heroics, but asked hon. members to regard th.e 
question as practical business men. They had 
some 428,000,000 acres of land, and a populatwn 
of a fraction over half a million. Did any sane 
man suggest that the country was sufficiently 
peopled either for develo]Jment or defence? He 
did not think so. On looking over the history 
of the State for the last tPn years, the figures 
were interesting and startling·. In 1897 the 
population of (,lueensland was 498,523. In 1907 
the population was 546,467-a net increase in 
the ten years of only 47,D44. If they turned 
to the Vital Stati"tic" of the State in connection 
with births and deaths, they found thot during 
the same period the birth rate wa' some 140,000 
and the dwth rate some :}8,000-~an increa '" of 
births over deaths of 82,904. As a matter of 
fact, the increaee> ,,f population in this State 
itself was only some 47,000 people. The figures 
in themselves were most appalling. Tbeyctook 
us back to the very thing that was happenin" in 
:B""'rance tn-da.y. lt was a sirnple matter to w

0

o1·k 
out how long at this rate it would td;:e to have 
anything in the shape of a decent population. 

!VIr. HARD ACRE: You alter the conditions. 

Mr. RANKIN: It is one of those natural 
questions that we had not to look at frotn a 
narrow point of view. 

Mr. ~LWKINTOSH : vVhy don't you try to 
make them better? (Laughter.) 

Mr. RANKIN: Honestly speaking, he thought 
it was a short·sighted policy to raise any ubjE>c­
tion to this vote. Instead pf £50,000, he should 
like to make it fonr times that amount. 

:\Ir. l\!IcLAOHLAN: Oh, take a million. 

Mr. RANKIN: If that million was "J>read 
over four years he should have no obj~etion to 
it. It apJWared to him that the Opposition had 
taken to themselves the title of the "stinking 
fish party." Nothing could be Rtronger to damn 
this country in the eyeq of th" people in the old 
country than sorue of the speeche:-; of n1em bers 
on the oppo,ito side. 

::\fr. HAHDACllH : y~ ou are doing it yourself 
now by showing how little the population i," 
growing. 

Mr. RANKIN: The advancement of popula­
tion in this State was appalling, because they 
were not doing anything hr it. 

l\!1r. HARDACRE: Is not tint a "stinking fish 
policy"? 

Mr. 1-tANKIN: No, they c mld nc1t call it a 
stinking-fish policy when in ten Fars the births 
exceeded deaths by 82,000. 

.Mr. I-lAHllACHL:: It is not ~;rowing en<,ug·h in 
that way. 

Hon. H. PHILP: \\'hat are you doing your­
aelf? (Laughter.) 

1\lr. RANK IN : But notwithstanding the in­
crease of births over deaths in that period of ten 
year:;.;, the llf't increase in onr population during· 
the period was only 47,944. 

lVIr. NEVIT'f: Showing that you could not keep 
yonr natural increase. 

-:\lr. RANKIN : Showing that instead of 
offering any objection they should «ffer every in­
ducement to bring people here. He was somewhat 
surprised the other evening when the Premier 
referred to the reductions in labour caused by 
the departure of the kanaka. Some G,OOO 
kanakas had been deported by the Fecle,ml Go­
vernment. The Premier pointed out that only 
600 men had been brought in to take their place, 
implying that there was a deficiency of labour 
in the Stat<', but he (Mr. Rankin) thought 
that was a mistake. \V hat happened was this : 
In place of the kanakas, large numbers of men 
came from the Northern ltivers of New South 
\Vales and tbe other Stat.e., to work on the plan­
tations during the c:rushing seabon, and they 
made g<>od cheques and went 8tmight back with 
them to the other States. It would be better if 
this capital were kept for the de,·elopment of 
our own State. That was the difficulty we had 
to contend with. \Ve were further taxed in 
~ugar districts in this way : Dnring the harvest­
ing season, when the greater number of labourers 
was employed, men from the Southern States 
came in and made anything from £100 to £lii0. 

LABOU!t l\IEMBEHR: :Ease off, r,nd langhter. 

Mr. llANKIN : He was not 'peeking of 
S<·mething he knew nothing about : he could 
produce papers to prove that several gnngs had 
averaged hetween £3 and £4 per week for the 
whole sea8on. The figures he wa.-:; giving Wt:l'e 
ntterly unassailable. 

Ivir. BARBP~H : I challenge them. 
Mr. HANKIN: He thought the bon. member 

would challenge anything. He hlv1 in br>< pos­
Rm~sion particnlar~ of the exact amount of tnoney 
paid to the different g·angs by the Colonial 
Sugar [(efining Company and by the Goodwood 
people, and the fi~nre'l were accurate and unas­
sailc.ble even by the hon. member fur Bundaberg, 
who fYJ!-ed as knowing smnething of the sugar 
industry. 

l\Ir. BAHBlm: He knows arc much as yon do, 
and a lot more. 'rhere is no man who h:ts made 
a noo cheque in that district this year. 

Mr. Rankin.] 
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lYir. RANKLN : 'l'hose men, after the sea•on 
was over, went back and took their cheques 
with them-that was the best of them. There 
were sometin1eR amongst them some who were 
less tbrift.y, and those were left b ·hind, and we 
were saddled with a class of labour that was 
utterly unsuitable. The hon. member for Bunda· 
berg would ogree with him that there was a 
considerable section of these sugar-workers dur· 
jng an off-Reason who were not teliable. 

Mr. BARBER: Not much more than 10 per 
cent. 

Mr. RA::'{KIN: He should put it considerably 
hig-her. One P"int "hich had been missed in 
·connection with immigration was the fact of not 
being able r.o put the people on the land quickly 
·enuugh. He d1d not know that he was entirely 
in sympathy with the late Minister for Lands 
the other night when be said it was camect by 
the absence nf surveyors. He did not think any 
department had a right to claim privilege for the 
want of men of that class. The difficulty was 
that surveyors were a professional claHs in them~ 
selves, and they were underpaid. That was why 
the staff was undermanned. And why was it? 
He saw in the Estimates a draftsman put down 
for the lordly salary of £140. A miner working 
eight bm,rs a day for five days a week could earu 
more than that. 

JYir. HA,IILTON : vVe have trained lnen, and 
then they have left the State. 

Mr. R_\='lKii\ : Exactly, because the condi­
tions were not of such a nature as would keep 
them bere. :Men engaged in that class of work 
were professional ln'en, who had to servB a cer­
tain period and attained a certain educational 
standard before they were qualified, and yet all 
that was paid this officer was £140 a year. 

\Vhile men were climbing O\'er one 
[12 noon.] another's shoulders to get into the 

public senice, there was a scarcity 
of draftsmen, and that was probably because 
they did not receive the consideration tbey were 
entitled to. If a man servect an apprenticeship 
to a trade for four or five years, he expected 
when he bf:'came a. journeyman tn receive a 
higher rate of pay, '"'d a man who spent five or 
six years learmng his profession was entitled to 
similar consicieration. But there was another 
matter connectea with the question of immigra­
tion which was, perhaps, more important than 
all the other matters referred to, and that was 
the matter of defence. With such a huge terri­
tory and great coast line as we possessed, the 
important question of ciefence should receiv8 a 
great deal of thought from public men, and be 
w:ts very pleased to see that the Federal Govern­
ment were beginning to realise the importance of 
it. 

Mr. HARDACRE : The most miserable bogey of 
the lot. 

Mr. RA.NKIN: It might be a bogey in the 
eyes of the hon. member for Leichbardt, but 
anyone who called it a bogey had not studied 
the subject. Australia was a small continent in 
the Southern Pamfic. 

Mr. NEVUT: A big continent. 

Mr. RANKIN: \Vel!, to please the hon. 
member for Carp6ntaria, he would say it was a 
large continent. The Chinese and .Japanese, 
about wh"m bun. members opposite had so much 
to say, were within a few miles of our f>hores, 
and yet the hon. member for Leichhardt said the 
question of defence was a bogey. It was only 
the other day that President Romevelt pointed 
out that the one need in Australia was to beware 
of <tn empty North, as an empty country spelled 
disaster, and inviled inv"sion. If one spoke to 
those men who said that r~<>body was going to 
attack us, they would answer that if we were 
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attacked we had the British navy. But was it 
not conceirahle that there might be circum­
stance' under which the whole strength of the 
British navy would be required elsewhere~ 
Japan, which was at present the ally of Great 
Britain, but might not a! ways be so, had 
3,000,000 whom she could put into the field; 
so that the question of the defence of this 
continent was a most important one. He was 
pleased to see that the Commonwealth i+overn­
rnent were to some extent taking the rnatter 
nf immigration out of the control of the States. 
He noticed in the Brisbane Cou1'ier that morning 
that they were sending abroad a dnen~atograph, 
with the view of securing immigration to Aus­
tralia, and he thought that was a very good 
thing, as it showed that the Federal people were 
seized of the necessity of getting more people 
in this country. He hoped that no strong effort 
would be made to reduce the proposed vote for 
immigration, hut. that within the next year or 
two it would he largely increased, as we wanted 
people to develop the country, and also, if 
necessity arose, to defend it. 

Mr. NEVITT (Carpentaria) : The hun. mem­
ber who had just resumed his seat showed con­
clusively that Queensland had not been able to 
retain the natural increase in her population 
during the past ten years. He (Mr. Nevitt) 
used similar figures when sppaking on th~ 
Address in Reply, but he went a little further 
than the hon. member, and pointed out that in 
1809 r.he population of Queensland was 512,@-!, 
and that in 1907 it was 533,110, an increase of 
only 22,n0o in eight years. Thab was only a 
little over one·third of our natural increase in 
population. The hon. member for Burrum also 
showed that a Jraftsman in the Government 
serviue was paid the rnagnificent wage of £140 
per annum. Did the hon. membar wanL to bring 
out draftsmen from other countries to work under 
similar conditions? The hon. member really 
prO\'ed that the immigration system of the Go­
\'ernment was a false one. \Vith regard to the 
statement that the Labour party were opposed to 
in1rnigration, he gave the statement a most em­
phatic denial. There was not one member of the 
party who was against a propel system of immi­
gration. The Premier stated the previous even­
ing that he was led to believe that the average 
wage of workers in the pastoral industry was £1 
per week, and at a later hour of the evening he 
placed on the table a return which he said had 
been prepared by responsible officers of the de­
partment, showing the wages paid in fJUStoral 
districts. He had no fault to find with that 
return, aR far as hjs district was concerned, but 
he said that instead of the wages being £1 per 
week, they were over £1 10s. a week. Yet the 
hon. gentleman was indenLing labour for that 
district at £1 per week. He noticed that the 
name of the \Varrego Pastoral Association was 
printed at the bottom of the return, which the 
hon. c:entl em an said had been corn piled by re­
sponsible officers in his department. It was 
news to him (Mr. Nevitt) that the \Varrego Pas­
toral Association were in the employ of the 
Queensland Government. 

Mr. RYLAND: The present Ministry have 
become the employees of the Pastoralists' Asso­
ciation of Queensland. 

11r. NEVITT: The hon. member for Gym pie 
hit the nail right on the head. He (Mr. Nevitt) 
received a letter to-day stating that forty men in 
the Camooweal district were out of employlllent. 
These men followed pastoral occupation, such as 
fencing, boundary riding, and stock riding. 
They found the pastoral a"ociations writing to 
other associations-and a letter sent by the 
secretary hac! come iuto his possession-trying to 
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rset nll the asoclciatiom; to unite and resist pay­
lng a fair Hnd rea~onable wage to their em­
ploye"'· ThP :\Iinister for \Vorks told them that 
they had the wage' board, which they could 
apply to theoe peoplP. It was fnrtnnate that 
that was s •, bnt it was not at the wish of the 
Minister for \Vorb, who tried to hide he­
hjnJ it no,,v, nor w:.l~ it the \Vi~h of t.he 
party behind that hon. gentl"nmn, who tried 
hard tq prevent these very men coming 
under the operations of that Bill. He had come 
to the conclusion tlL1t this form of imn11gration 
was adopted for the purpose of reducine( wages. 
During the Address in Revly he gaw two 
instance~ \\here paRtoral prop('rtie.-: were paying 
at the rate of 30 per cent. per annnn1, and yet 
they turned rouml and said that £1 a week was 
a fair wage. Then he raised his voice against 
this Government circulating false literature. 
(Hear, hear !) The Government were ad vertisinc; 
for blacksmiths for the Ipswich workshops for 
9s. Gd. per day, yet they were distributing litera­
ture tbrough•mt Great Britain, stating that the 
1ninimun1 wa.ge for blacksrniths was 10.:;. a day. 
That wa~ a mi,statenwnt. 

Mr. SmiXElt: If the Government do not pay 
10s. for blacksmiths, private firms do. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr. :NEVITT: Both statements were not 
facts. One of them must be a lie, and a de­
liberate lie. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

nir. D. HG:'\1'EH: 9s. Gd. and privileges is not 
a lie. 

Mr. NEVITT: He knew a man who served 
in the same workshop as he served in himself as 
a mech,Lnic. He worked for the London and 
:Nort.h-western Railway Company, and after­
wards put in ~ix ye~Lrs with the Lancashire 
Railway Company, and as a member of the 
Amalgamated 8 .ciety of Engineers he always 
gllt 10::>. a, day. Yet when he came to Queen8-
lan·l he wa,, ac;ked to work for \Js. (id. a dav. He 
was not like a young tnan ju::;t out of his ti;ne, bnt 
wa;;; n. man who \vas entitled to hi::; full ra. e of 
pay. These conditions should not prevail in a 
yonng country like Queenslat1Ll. TlF' L~bonr 
p:ut}.r were not against imn1igration in itself. 
Better work would be done if this £50,000 was 
spent in cleveloping the mining industry. They 
were promised £50,000 on the Estimate.~, but 
they ha<l not got half of it. 

The SRCRETAHY FOH 1IrNEs: You have got 
£a2,ooo. 

Mr. NJ~YITT: If they developed the mineral 
resources of the country they would not need to 
spend ac~y of the St:<te's money in bringing out 
immigrauts. The L.:tbour party believed in the 
nominated form of in11nigratinn, beuanse under 
that HYfit.ern tl-lfl rnen and wmnen ·who were 
brought out were vrovided for by reb.tinns and 
friend,, and were not placed on the Labour 
market in Brisbane and other p1aces, which at 
present were nverstncktd. Unfortunately, their 
big· industries in Queensland, such as the sugar 
and pastoral industries, only required labour to 
run thmn for a~mall proporti·1n of the year. \Vith 
regHd tu the pastontl industry, in the majority 
of the st-ttions in the far I'\orth-west, where any 
aborigines were left, thP employees on the 
Rtation consisted of a head stoclnnan and rr1ana~ 
ger, and the rest were blackfellows. 

Hon. R. PHILP: \Vhere is that? Name them. 

Mr. NEVITT: He did not care to name the 
st>ttions on the floor of the House, but he would 
tell the hon. gentleman privately. 

The SECRETAI\Y FOH PUBLIC \VoRKS: And has 
not an aboriginal of Queensland a right to be 
employed? 

~Ir. NEVJTT: Certainly. He did not object 
t., th<ct. But the'' borigines were 11ot employed 
at the same ra.~"e of wages at~ white rnen, although 
they did the same w,lrk. If tlll'y received the 
fl-ame pay ftw doing thR s;.-~_me work, there would 
be no eomplaint tll make a bunt it. Dnriug hi!-3 
first election C..tlllfHdgn he saw tv,·o aborigines in 
charge of a Reven-hor:'le dray, taking rltion"i front 
Burketown t•J the station. He did not cc.re to 
g·ive the name of the station on the flour of the 
House, rnnre 8f"pecially <'IS the owner had :;.ince 
dit-d. If U1ey saw the In~pecJor of ... --\.borh.6nes 
they W<culd find that a number of the c:tttle 
ot ctions in North QnPen<hncl bad a number of 
aburigineR rPgistl:'rPd; tlh•y dir1 the same work 
as the white man, and they were entitled to also 
get the same rate of pay. The Premier t<Jld the 
Committee that the first forty men who were 
being indented were being brought at the rate of 
£1 a week. If they looked through the list on 
the table they would find that that was not the 
average rate of wages paid. If the Premier were 
still employed at his trade as a moulder, and the 
avemge rate for that trade was £2 a week, and 
thEre was a proposal to indent moulders at £1 
lOs. a week, the hon. gentleman would raise the 
biggest howl of any man in Queensland about it. 

Mr. HARJJACRI~: Let us indent hwyers, and 
pay the public rnoney to bring then1 out, and see 
how the Cabinet like it. 

Mr. NEVlTT: This was too big a question to 
f(O into fully,_ owing to the fact that they bad to 
discus13 the whole of the Estin1ates in one day1 

whereas they should have two or three days to 
discuss thio vote. It was absolutely impossible 
to discuss this queetion apart fn•m the land 
question, as the two \Vent together. Everyone 
knew tha,t increased population increased the 
value of the land, alid the unfortunate position 
to-day was that if anyone wanted land ne,<tr to 
market, be had to pay such an exorbitant price 
for it. The _\linis~er for \Yorks referred to the 
men who di·l not work. Hi., (:\Ir. J'\evitt's) idea 
of the 1na-n \vho did not v.;ork \V:ls thR rnan who 
was dressed in a. g1locl1:init of broadcloth with a 
gond big watch chain acro~s hi:-; Vf''5t. 

The f-iECRETAHY FOit PuBLIC \VonKs: Is that 
the rnan you allnde to as unemployed? 

}lr. NEVITT: Tl1ose were the men who 
never did any •work. They did not produce 
anything, and yot the Minister br \Vorks 
turned rcmnd and insimutted that a large ]lt'r­
centage of the working num of QueenRland did 
not V.lant work. 

The S~;CHETARY FOR PUBLIC IVORKs: A large 
percentage of unemployed do not \vant work. 

Mr. XEVITT: The hon. gentleman referred 
to the nld immigrants \vho were brought out 
when there WRre no railwayR. \Veil, he had no 
railways in his district, ancl he haci given 
an instance of forty men being <mt ,,f work 
there. These men bad gone out into the hack­
blocks and home the heat and burden of the day, 
and when theY could not get work, thEy were 
told chat they did not want work. A gentleman 
occupying a po3ition as a member of the Go­
"'ernlnPnt ought to be asha1ned ~o nmke a state­
me!lt of that kind. (Ministerial hughter.) He 
would nnt delay the Committee any longer, hut 
would give other hon. members an opportunity 
of speaking. 

:Yir. RYLANO (Uyrnpit) : He did not think 
it was an advertisement for (lueens!and to buy 
population in the old country. The very cir­
cumstance of having to go to all this expense in 
ad' ertising t:nd irrnnigratir)n agents to get people 
to come here-was that an advertisement that 
Queensland was the sort of prnmrsed land that 
everyone should go to. It was practically a, 

Mr. Ryland.] 
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libel on Qneensland-a black mark against 
Queensland. If it was the desirable land it was 
s~tid to be the people would come here, and the 
Gcwernment would not have to p,,y them to 
come here. Th~tt was not the way to get a 
larger lJopulation, or a desirable population-to 
bring out a lot of people who were left de,titute 
when they came oat here, and had tu compete 
in an already orercrowded labonr market for 
Rtnnething to do to providf~ thP necessaries of 
life. The Secreta.ry for \Vork.s spoke about 
l1ringing nnt thoRe who had been in c.:lose proxi­
mity to the ·,oil in the olcl country and trans­
plant tbern here to m:cke homes for themselves. 
\Vas he prepared to f,llow tbat out in pr"ctice? 

The 3JWHE1'ARY FOH PenLJc \VmtK" : Of course 
he is. '£hat is our proposal. 

:'\Ir. HYLAJ'\D : Thev were not brin<'ino­
people out fron1 the [;trmiDg districtR; they ~er~ 
bringing out ll18Chanic; and people of that class. 
There was "' good deal in the suggestion of the 
hon. member for Cairns. He had advocated for 
a long time that they should bring out men who 
would make successful colonists, and put them 
in the vacant phces, but that should be done on 
an organised systm11. 

The HECHE'l'ARY J•'OH PCBLIU \VORKS: 'That 
is ex<tctly wh:tt we propose to do. 

C\Ir. RYLAJ'\ D : That was not what they 
were doing. 

The SECRETARY l'OH PGBLJC \VoHKS : You 
won't grant us the nwney to do it. · 

C\Ir. RYLAND : They would give the money 
for that pnrpose. The Uovernment were bring­
ing unt 200 innnigrants e\ ery rnonth, and were 
1-:illb.·ridi-,ing steamers to the' extent of £:17,000 a 
year. \Vas it for the benefit of those workers 
they \V8rP bringing thmn out'? l-Ie did not think 
it was for their benefit. It was for the benefit 
of the t:lnp!vver::::, ttnd landlords in particular, 
that tho~e innnigrants ''ere brought out. 

Tht~ S1~CHETAHY FOR PcnL1C "\Voru.;:s : How 
are thfy to IJLLY wages if \VP do not Jo some­
thin;; for then1? 

Mr. l{YLA:c\D: He admitted that an in­
crt-_",ciSG of popnh1tion 111ea.nt an increase in the 
pl'nductive power tn a C"'xtaln extent. But an 
increase of wc_tlth c1i(1 uot n.ean an increa:.-;e uf 
W:Jg'C". The t-;·reat problem th~ wc~rld over to~ 
day \\'a.-3 llOt how to incr8fl;S8 production of 
\Vt->alth, but htl\V to procure n bE:.lter distrihution 
of that \\~~~alth. }3y b:dugHlg pcop]P out here 
they might add !CJ the wealth of the c<mutry, 
1Jut that wealt.h \vonlcl 110~ b(-) distributed 
a.mcmg~t the workerH of lhe State. 

The ::--lECHE'L\ nY FOH Pca-n~H; "\VonK~ : 1-Ias 
not a~1 it11migrant the rjght to ai"')pire to becmue 
an Prnployer ? 

l\Ir. ll YLA:0.~D : 11P rnight becnnw th8 owner 
nf a J\louut l\1m\.:.an ,lr a D:JC'tnlwr of -parli~n1ent. 
'Vhrtt \vas the n~e of fiontin'; that in the face of 
tlw ln1migrants corning 11nt~ to Qneem;Janrl., and 
telling· the don1e~tic servant~ that ~tll they hncl 
to do wa::-; to corne hcl'P ~"tnd the .-;qntnters \,-onld 
ht: clo'\\.'Il at th, 'vharf to HH:et thmn and take 
then1 home to the station~ and_ l1orw1H' them m; 
wiveH. Th~~.t had been stated in England. TLl"Y 
had been told by men like the Secretary for 
\Vorks thrLt they shonlcl respe.et the law of R11Pl;]Y 
and dematH1, that that was the law that governed 
\Vaget;, not wh(~t,_her the industry could ntf:lrd to 
pay higher wages. \V e were told to reeard that 
law, but in thi-; very pt·c,-po:-~~tl the Go\-ernrnent 
did not recngnise the htw of supply and demand, 
because they were bring·ing about an artificial 
supply of labour to come here and compete with 
the workers already here. The capitalists, and 
the capitalistic Press, can1e along no\V and said, 
"This law of supply and demand is bad. It is 
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not what we "·ant. \Ve will break this law 
~tnd we will bring out cheap labour at State eY­
penRe. '' 

The SEOHE'l'ARY l!"OR l'cnLIC \VonKs: Cheap 
labour is no good. Cheaplabourisdearlabonr. 

J'.:Ir. RYLAJ'\D ; The working men in Queens­
land had to depend on their labour, and the 
Go,·ernn1ent \Vere rnaking thuRe working men 
contribute to hring out more labuur to compete 
in the mad< et with them. \Vas that fair'? \Vt>uld 
the h(m. member's class submit t,o conditions like 
that? No. 

The HEOHETAltY FOR PUBLIC \YoHKS: You 
talk about the bun. member and his elass. 
\Vhioh clasR do you refer to? 

::\fr. RYLAJ'\D: I refer to the ckss backed 
up by the financial institutions and the Pastoral­
i;;ts' Association, anri hackf'd up by land 
1nonopnlists in Qneenbland fLnd .._1\.ustralia gener­
ally. That was the class the hon. gentleman 
represented, and he con!d not deny it. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC \Vom;:s : I belong 
to the cl"ss which is trying- to develop the State 
and improve the conditions of its people. 

Mr. RYLAXD: He had heard several esti­
m&tes as to the value of each immigrant to a 

country. The value was variou~ly 
[12.30 p.m.] put down at from £400 to £GOO. 

But did tlw immigrant g-et any part 
of that £400 or £(i00? No. He WC>.S br,ught 
out here simply for the benefit of the employer 
and the landowner. He admitted that we&lth 
increa;,ed with the increase of population. In 
1n00, according to the " Y e~1r Book," there were 
20,000 hands engaged in nwnnfacturing in 
Queensland. They produced £277 per head, 
allowing 10 per cent. interec:t on capital. In 
1\)07, o.ccording to :VIr. \Veedon's "A. B. C. Year 
Bot)k," there were 20,000 hand:;; eng;:~gfd in 
manufacturing, and they produced £;iGO per 
head. Now, what vroportion of the increased 
production of £83 per head had those factory 
\Vorkers got? \V ere their wage·, one penny 
better nnw than they were seven year5 earlier? 
The w bole of that £S:i had gone to the' capitalist 
~tnd hndlord. If they doubled their popubttion, 
and doubled tbe producti \ e pov.:er of labour, the 
:working n1a11 and working wornan would not get 
eYen the srna1lest percentage of that increased pro­
duction ; and that was the problem they had to 
snhe. That ·,tate of things was not confi1:ed to 
C)ueensland. 

Hon. It. PRlLl': \Vhat do you pay your wife 
for wa~hing? 

JUr. RYLA.XD: He did his own vvashing. 
(Laughter.) 

:Hnn. H. "PHILP: \Vho .. t do you lJ<lY your :-;erN 
vant girl per \VC-:>k? 

Mr. RYLAXD: In 1835 the wealth per head 
of tb" population in _\.rner-ic·l, w·1::; £G4; ReveHty 
year· later, in llJ05, it ·..,·a.~ -£2GG-~an increctse of 
.1~20S jJ<';· heuc1. The popula.tiun now wa . .., 
~0.000,000, wl1ilst in 183f) it was only ahnnt 
10,000,000. ~til1, the working n1en and ·women 
of ~\.merica were uo better ,,ff than they were 
.,even ty ago. There was a story told of 
''OillP fairil'S 'vho ~a\v a lot of p(Hir girls 
working long hours in"' factory. They felt so 
sorry for tho~e p1lor girh~ thnt they went to the 
q neen (,f the fairies and told her. The queen 
:--_lid, '· 'Ve \.Vill see if V/e ca.nnot do sonw 
of this W<Jrk for them." So she and all the gnnrl 
fniries went and did all the work in the factory. 
\Yhen the girL~ arrived in thA 1norning, they 
were n1et by the 1nanager with a. snriling face, 
and he rubbod his hands and said to them, "Oh, 
somebodv has been here and has done all the 
work in the factory, so we won't want you for a 
long ti1ne--until there is more work for you ! " 
(Laughter.) So the poor girls were in a worse 
position than they were in before. In the same 
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way, when immigrants came to Queensland 
as good ·f,.iries to help us to work, employers 
would be able to get worlonen cheaper than 
at present, and there \Vonld be no work for 
those who were now here. The hon. n.ember for 
Towrnwi1le, or the Trea~nrer, n1ight go dov. n to 
the wharf when a ship arrived with immi· 
grants, and, as an employer or landlord, 
give thom a welC(•lTif'; but. the poor rnan on 
tht:-" wharf, in the ~tore, or in the nline would 
tind his work t>tken away from him. The 
tendency and the object of this immigration 
policy was to reduce wages fur the benefit of tbe 
employer and the big landowner. In eYery 
ca~e the incl'Pased cmnpetition waH against; 
the working- man. The Labour party were not 
against iunnigration conducted in a proper \Vay. 
~They did rwt say to the pupu lrLtion in Qneens­
land at the present time that they should be the 
owners of Queensland, and no others, hut they 
were prepared to divide it. At no tirne, as far 
ao be remembered, rlid the Labour party object 
to as);i::;tance being given to no1ninated imrni­
grants. If anyone out here thought their 
brothers or sisters at home coulrl better 
their position in Quton,-,land, there was a pro­
vision under which tbey could nominate them. 
He had never quarrelled with that. Although 
it \vas an expenditure of the taxpayers' nwney, 
it was the least objectionable way. The immi­
grants brought uut by that means were not 
strangers in a strange land, \vho had to take the 
first work that presented itself; they would 
bii v'e friends to meet them, and they could 
get onr the home sickne<s. If \Ve had a 
proper scheme of land settlement, he would have 
no objection to people being brought out, but 
wb"t was the use of bringing them out at the ]JrC· 
~ent tirne? Take our sugar planL·.tions or our \Ves­
t ern plains. 'What paradise was there there fur 
working men? ·what W<•S the posilion at Gympie 
nr Ohart,ers Charters at the present time? At 
Gympie or Charters Towep there were 400 or 
500 miners unemployed. They were good, strong, 
expert miner:-::, not loafers. ThEn take our rail~ 
ways. On the Cc>buoltnre line or the Boyne 
·val!f'y line there WE·l'e str()ng, .stalwart 1nen 
~vurklng for Gd. Hd. or 78. a day. 'That war;; nut a 
rate of \YDgl·.:l which would encuure~ge men to 
.come out frc•m the old country, to brectk all the 
hi.JHH:' tief', and conH_.,. nut h:::.re and con1petP on 
our railway 1inE>, for that rate of wages. Then 
t.hey bad to run t.he rit<k (lf bn!ken tirne; in wet 
weather they did not n,ake full time. If they 
wm ked five day,, a week they thought it was 
very good tirne all the year round. Then thn 
conditiun::; 1Jtovjdec1 fur the \\'(Jrkmen were nut 
very enc~~nraping to bring Juen out here. \~Ve 
had the unem[Jluyed in PI ·ry part of the world 
to-day. There were large nun1bR18 in Gtrrnany. 
There Wdre [l great many in an the htrge c·itie:::; of 
the v~.-or1c1, bnt it \VaS no toolnti1Jll of the 1JfOble111 to 
Lning then! uut to Australirt. There VNlB rtn evil in 
our }•resent t)y~:;tent of production anddi::;;tribution. 
No rnatter how good the 'YC)!'li::er~ 111ight be, no 
l'mttcr how exr,ert tlwy nlight be in their par· 
ticular trade or lndu"'try, nnder mu systern of 
prc•tluction and distribution at the present ti1ne 
a certain nnn1ber \Yould he ont of ernpl<1yment. 

Tbe PmcM!ER: Do yon propooe to alter the 
~:.rstorrl? 

1\lr. RYLAKD : He did. l\othing else than 
the reeunt:t.l uction of Puciety in rt'gard to the 
production and distribution would meet the case. 
Kotbing elee would prevent one man hun1 
robbing the producer of the result of his work. 
As long as we allowed the prE-sent statP of 
S(JCiety to go on, no rnatter how much we rnight 
jncrease production, 've would have poverty in 
the land. 

The SECRETARY F'OR PCBLIC \VORKS: \Vhat 
is your solution-a lFnd tax? 

Mr. RYLAND: \Ve bad socialistic produc· 
tion at the present time. Our [Jroduction wa< 
pract;ieally by 8ociaJism-- by eu-operntion. Pro~ 
duction was not carried out uow by the Jndivi~ 
dual as it was in early times. In the· primi· 
tive Rtate nf society every man was n. hunter, nr 
had toproducethenecessaries of life for himself, bnt 
now we had a division of labour by which one man 
could do the work of many. One man could do 
the work of ten by S(JCiahstic production in our 
big factorieB, and 1nine8, and indu~try generally. 
But in 01 der to n1ake this socialistic prodnetion 
a t:UCCl'';;:R, it was nfcessary tu have socialL:;tic 
diRtribution, He only mentioned this in passing 
to show where the real weakness was. \V hen vye 
got a state of society in which the producer could 
g-et a fair price for his labour, we ,;honld not have 
to pay for innnigrants to come out; people ·would 
come of their own accord, and >;tay here. During 
t be de hate it had been shown from statistics 
that our po],ulation had practically decreased. 
People came here, and when they saw the con· 
ditions were not what they ought to be they 
left, but if conditions were better they would 
stop here. He noticed that there had been an 
increase of about 12,000 during the last twelve 
mouths. He supposed that came about through 
people getting to know that we had a dtmH1cratir; 
Government, whi~h had pasHed deuwcratic legis~ 
l:ttion, such as the \V ages Board" Act and the 
Factoties and Shops ~-\et, whkh gave .:::ome pro~ 
tection to tho worker. The Federal Govern· 
went had also 1 emoved the kan<lkns, and tbere 
was a kind of ho[>e raised in the breast of the 
worker that there would be a good time in 
({ueensland, Unt the democratic Government 
had di<eppeared. It had heen broken up by the 
af.;·ency of financial instituti(lnd and the Pastoral~ 
ists' Aflsouiation. He thought the change would 
be to di8courage people fron1 corning here, or 
to cause son,e of tho8e here to try fresh fields. 
Ther~ was a great deal of talk about the need for 
immigration, but the primary object of those 
who talked in that strain WJS to redncf' wages, to 
make it lmrd for the per8ons who bad nothing 
but lbeir labour to nwke a livinf!, and to Rnpply 
the enJployer with cheap labour. rrhe olJject of 
the old bbck bb011r party was to ge~. black 
labour, or any other Sln't of labour, ~o l()r;g ru~ it 
\Yas cheap, nnrl now that the kanaka had been 
rotnrncd to his jsland the crv was '' GiYe us 
cht' 1p lahnnr; we cannot ba,·e black labour, an\l 
we rnu~t have clH·'~tp lnbonr of son1e kind." 

Au 1-IoXOLlL\BLE l\IEDIBEH: \Von't irrnnigra· 
tion im]Jrdve the [JOSition of the labourer? 

Mr. RYLAND: No. 'rhe production of the 
nation woulrl incrulsP, and the landowner would 
jy·nefit, bn.t the labuurer's positiun would not l1e 
im]Jroved. By contlning the vote for inllnigra~ 
t.iun to a flinaJl amonnt, they wonlcl restrict 
i11unigrntion to nonliuaLed innnigrantiP, whose 
friends here 1night be jn a position to pnt the1n 
on the land, and in that ease they would uc't be 
thro,vn ou the labour ma.rl,et. If we had :.t 
proper ''.y!"tflll of transplanting the population of 
th.: :.J.gricaltnral di~tricts in the hmne country on 
to the "oil of Queenslc.nd, he believed th"t that 
\Vonld belp to nlake this a pro.-;perous State; but 
to bring- out here a lot of 1nen to cowpr.te f11r 
work in the la Lour nmrket with thn~e alreadv 
here would he to increa'e the difficulties witb 
which our workers hctd now to contend. The 
Government were introducing innnigrants at 
the rate of 200 a month to compete in the labour 
market, and naturally that must bring down 
wages. 

The PREMIER: ·will yon kindly get the condi­
tion;;, in regard to irnrnigration and read then1 to 
the Committee, and show where there is any­
thing that means indiscriminate immigration? 

Mr. Ryland.] 
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Mr. RYLAXD: If he read them t<J the Com­
nlittee1 the hou. gentlenmn would probably get 
up a.ud propo~o ''that th~ !llH-Stion be now put," 
on the ground that he Watl stonPwalling. 
(Laughter.) 

An HoNOCR.\BLE 2\lEMBRR: \Vhy did you 
oppo>e the \Vorkers' Dwelling-s Bill? 

Mr. RYLAN D: He opposed the \Vnrkers' 
Dwellings Bill not \JPcause of what it did, bnt 
hrcn1se of what it left undone. They should 
endeavour in a HH'aRure of that kind to assist 
n~en who did not own land--

Hon. J~. B. :Foi-nn.:::;T: .. And do no work. 

Mr. RYLAND: If they were like the hon. 
member, and did no work but barrack for the 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company, one of the 
biggest monopolies in Anstralia-a, tnonopoly 
which should be nationalised--

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order! The que5-
tion of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company is 
not before the Cc-mmittee. I trnst the hon. 
member will confine his remarks to the question 
before the Committee. 

Mr. RYLAND : He was aware t.hat he would 
not be in order in discussing that cornpn.ny, but 
he would )JOint 0nt that that company was in­
tere&te<l in cheap labonr, and that there was no 
company in AuBtralia. whieh was so much against 
doing away with the lmnaka. They wanted 
cheap bbour, and the Gr,vernment of thi& State, 
ignoring the law of supply and demand in regard 
to labour, had subsidi<ed a steamship company 
to the amount of £27,000 a year to bring out 
cheap labour to (,lneensland. 

Tlw l'l\R}JJER: You believe in interfering- with 
the law of supply and demand. 

Mr. RYLAND: No; he r!id not. He believed 
that if the law of Sl1[>ply and demand were 
properly worked out it \Yonl<l give every man a 
fair reward for his 1ab:nn. (}ive free competition 
in land, free cmnpetition in ca.pital, and free 
competition iu labnnr, and he wonld he with 
thAru Pvery tinte in that. But the Governwent 
did nut do that. 

The I>nEJHEH : Do you tell the Cnrnn~1itteA 
tbat yun are a nnioni~t, and yt')t, \\'Juld not inter· 
fere with the law of supply :.nd demand? 

}lr. RYLAKD: Yes; he did. The reason 
why" the Labour party advocated interference, 
hy means of wages board,.:; anr1 other .Acts, with 
the law of supply and dem~nd in regarrl to the 
n"rnnnPration of lahonr, was that it was neces· 
sary to Cdunteraet the effect of private ownership 
in economic rent. 

:\'Ir. M:URPHY (Croydon): Last year Pm·lia­
ment pas::;ed £7~3,000 for innnigrat.ion. It went 

through without a dis,entient vote, 
[2.30 p. m.] itnd ht' failed to see why they should 

object to the granting of £53,000 
this year. Last night the hon. u:ember for 
Bri~bane South dealt with i1nrnigration frcnn a 
defence standpoint, and it was pointed out that 
the defence que,tion was merely'' bt,gey. But 
the leading pulitichns iu Austmli;c, and the 
leading Inilitary authorities in Australia, con~ 
s!dered that an Asiatic invasion wa-; no bogey at 
all. 

HoxouRABLE 1\Tll,IBEH~: Hee1r, hear! 

Mr. 1IURPHY: He recollected that Mr. J. 
C. \Vatsun, one time leader of the Federal 
Labour party, and formerly Prime Minister of 
Australia, wrote two articleR in the Lon, Hand 
in August of last ye,tr, in which he dealt with 
the immigration question from the defence 
standpoint. In two very interesting articles he 
pointed out that it was necess:try that the empty 
spaces in the North should be populated if the 

[Mr. Ryland. 

Labour party's policy of a wLite Australia was 
to be maintained. Nlr. Watson wrote as fol­
lows:-

" I~ewarc of keeping ynur :\forth empty, and J'emenlbc~r 
that an nnm~tnned wttion invites dis:tster." .So wrote 
Pre~ident H.ooscYelt to a tonring Austt•alian a little time 
ago. and the \VRrning s.ho:1ld not go unheedp, L l>'rom 
a {iefenee standpoiJlt, the eall for additional vopnlation 
throughout Am;trali::t is sntll.('ientlvelear. . . When 
the Xort.hern Territorv eomes tob'f' eonsillC'rN1, tl1e eH.ll 
is clamorous. An irmrlem:.e area, practleally nngn:l.nled, 
stretehe . .., tliem at our most vulnerable point, while dis­
tant a few days' steam elu.ster the myriad~ of Asia, 
threatening t;ver to !iWarm across to the rich field:;; of a 
huHl attra(:t.ln:~ ir:. all respeets to a frugal, inrtn.«trinns 
people, condt-mmed at. present to exist in muoh poorer 
conntry, 

:::Vlemhers would recollect that the Federal Parlia­
mentary party visited the Northern Territory in 
1~)06, and it was in consequence of that visit tbat 
JHr. \Vatson wrote these articles in t.he Lone 
Hand. Mr. \Vatson's rem:trks on the Northern 
'Territory were particularly apvlicable to North 
Queensland. Referring t" the alleged bogey of 
an Asiatic inva.~it•D, ~lr. 'Vats on said-

Optimists declare: "Jnpan is our ally; the Chinese· 
are asleep." nut alliances are. as a rule, short. They 
change Wlth kaleidoscopie snddE'nness, nnd always dis­
appear when the interest!:' of the contracting parties 
cease t0 he common. "·hen China was somuolent. the 
J:q.mnese sought the assi~tanee of Great Britain to 
12uard joint iutere~ts in Eastern \Vaters. llnt ~duce 
their vietory over R11ssia tiu.:: ,Japanese are evine· 
ing national fore~ig-ht bv enr,ounP;;in~ to the utmost the 
mudernit'in~ of China, clearly with a view to securing 
for the future an Asia tie atly as an alt.ernative to a 
}~uropean one. 

'l'l!e Australian polic-y of exclnding Asiatic races as 
tmmixahle with our blood-e!i~cuthll 1-1s it is to our 
nntiollal welfare- necest-:arily leave.-; soreness in the 
Jllinds of those <HlYersely atfccted, aud mn~t eve11tually 
depend for it:'. maintenance upon aet.ual or pfJtential 
military power. 

Ha-ring in Yicw. then, the probahle trend of eYt~nts, 
Anstralians should at OPCC begin to put their liouli-e in 
order, if not fnr then· own, at least, for their chi!drcn's 
sake. Iu 1 he Sonth, E.-t.·it, and 'rest WA eouid 1nr1kc 

some little .<:.hc:w of resistance to any .::eriou~ Hltempt 
to ocenpy our territory \1"e have there, at lenst, the 
material from whii•h hll nr1ny e,ould he fashion~fl. In 
the Xorth. howcn~r. we ll'i\'C llll!!;nardf~d g-ate~' and no 
garrison. A garr1son can only be l·rovi,!erl through \Yhi te 
settlemPr.t. unruerically ~trong enongh to hrt!d out nntii 
as;';i;.;t,:wce arrived t'rOJn other }J:u ts of the ( 'ommou­
wcalth. 

J\Ir. HAHDACRE: You will never get them in 
100 years. 

Mr. :::Vl Ulii'HY: If they never made a start 
they nev,·r would get them. 

JVIr. HARTUOHJl: It is only a little 'tr·1m, 
anyh,Jw. 

Th" PHE}l!ER: A little stream is better than 
nothing. 

Mr. 1\1 URPHY: Those articles written by 
the late lco1der of the Feoeral Labonr party were 
written as regArded the Northern Territory, but 
jn N m·therr1 (-ltieenBland to. day there vvere "·eey 
few people. 

?\Ir. AnmY: Preei,;ely the same arg;unwnt 
applies to North Qnernsland. 

Mr. MURI'HY: Preci,ely the snme argtl­
ment applied to North Qoeensland a, t'J the 
Korthern Territory. (Hear, hear !1 But what 
was the Qneenshmd Government doing tu try 
to open up Korth C,lneensland 

Mr. 1\E\Trr: Robbing it of its revenue. 

Mr. 1\lURPHY: If they asked for a railway 
for North Queensland they were met with the 
reply that the population WRS too small, nnd 
that the country coulcl not afford to build mil­
ways in North Queensland. Look at the im­
mense mineral wealth in Northern Q•1eensland 
waiting- tn be opened up, but what did they find! 

The PRRMIEH: There are. three railways being 
built in the North at the present time. 
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C';Ir. 1\H:RPHY: He would deal with that 
la.tt'.r on. JTor twenty-five years Cloncurry, 
wh]eh WfiS one of the richP~t mineral diRtricts in 
Qnee•JS!and, was left neglected. He g"ve this 
Governrrwnt-or ra.ther tht: late GovP.rnrnent­
credit fur c -ctending the rail way from Ricbmnnd 
t•) Cloucurry, and also for building tho:-<e two 
railway< in the Atherton district. 

The PHB;MTER : And we are assisting to build 
a fourth, that line to 1\f,•unt l{;Jliot·~; and also the 
line to Lawn Hilk 

Mr. MURP HY: 'l'he Government were only 
prepand to p•1t up a porti<)]l of the money for 
the c mstruction of those lium;, but were not 
preparerl to put up all the Hl0Hey. He was not 
quarrelling Rbout the Burketown line, a< he 
voted for it, became he found that that was 
the only system the Government would adopt 
to opm up the great min,ral belt of North 
Queensland. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the hon. 
gentleman will not continue his remarks in that 
strain unless he connects them with the question 
before the Committee. 

Mr. MLJRPHY : In the articles written by 
Mr. Watson, he argued that from the defence 
standpoint they must have more people in 
theN orth, and he wa" arguing that the Govern­
lnent ought to spend more money to encourage 
people to go to North Queensland. \Vhat JJ,td 
the Governmen~ don~ this year? They had 
wiped £20,000 off the rnininl.( industry for a start. 

The PmnrmR : No. As a matter of fact we 
pnt £20,000 on. 

Mr. MURPHY admitted th,tt the Govern­
ment added t'J thA vote, but the Premier took 
£20,000 off the vote which he promised the 
mining lnrtnbers he wr)ulrl allow. 

The SEORB;TAR¥ ~'OR Mr~o~s : No, he did not. 
'l'be Pmmmn: That is not fair. 

Mr. :\lURPHY: It was perfectly fair. The 
ex-Treasurer and the ex-Secretary for \:fim-;3 
said that they had placetl £00,000 on the Mining 
E13tirrutt.es. 

Mr. \Vool>s: And the lVIines Department 
worked on that. 

Mr. :\fURPHY : Anrl the Mines Department 
were under the impressir)n tha.t they were guing 
to get that £50,000. 

The PrmJrmH: Nut from what I said. 

Mr. :\IURPHY: Ye:; from what the hon. 
gentlem"n '<'id. 

The Pmnmm: You know better than th,tt. 

Mr. 1\IUHPHY: He did not know better, and 
if he did he won id say so. The Premier gave 
the n1ining rnembers to undbr,..:;tand that there 
would ho £30,000 av,1ilable for the mining indus­
try this year. 

The Pm:;nrm: 'J'he Premier ga,-e the mining 
memu2rs to under,;tand that he would not name 
any sum at ::tll. 

The SECHETA!l¥ FOR Mr:>gs : He said he would 
increa'3e the vote, and that was done. 

Mr. ?IILJRPHY: The nmtter was discussed 
in the Home, and if the Premier looked up 
Hansard he woultl find that t<e led the mining; 
member' to believe that that £50,000 they were 
asking fnr as a clepntation was going to be 
placed on thP Estimates this yeftr, and the 
ex-Treasurer and the ex-Secretary for Mines 
placed that sum on the Estimate,. 

The PREMmR: And neither of them was there 
at the time I was speaking to that deputation. 

Mr. MURPHY: No. At that particular 
time the Premier gave the ex-Treasurer instruc-
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tions, in the presence of hinhelf (:\fr. Murphy) 
and the senior n~ember for ~Tackay, t) 1n \ke 
that rnnney available at oncf'. 

The PREmEH: And it was made available at 
once, hut not £~0,000. 

:\Ir. MURPHY: ~\_ r~rtain ll.Innunt was n1ade 
avaihble, bu\ nnt £50,000. ThRt wa; what he 
wa~ cmnplaining ab()nL 

The PllE1IIEil: \Vlmt ,re you complaining 
about? 

~Ir. ;\IURPHY: He complained thttt the 
Pt'emicr had broken his promise in the matter. 

J\1r. J. M. HcxT~R: Croydon did not get 
enough. 

l\Ir. MUR.PHY: That wa, not the questiort. 
They were considering the que.-;tiun of immigra­
tion. The Government should bring people to 
the country for defence as well as other puruuses, 
and they ought to be prepared to spend money 
in the Xorth to make the cowlitions suitable to 
live under. The climate was good, and the land 
was good. 

The PRniiEH: And the mines are good. 
Mr. MURPHY: Unfortunately all of them 

were not good, and it w~ts bec.1use the mines 
were not good that the Government should be a 
little more liberal to the mining incln;try. \Vhen 
things were good the mining people did not 
\Vant any nwney. 

Mr. THORX : \Vhat money do the agricul­
tural people get'! 

Mr. BARBEll: They live on the State 
Mr. MGRPHY: If the hon. memhPr looked 

at the Estimates, he would see what money they 
got in tho agricultural districts. He believed 
Queensland could support more than 550,000 
people, and if Australia could not support a 
larger population than it had to day, what was 
the good of a while Australia ]JJ!icy? (Hear, 
hear !) If they cou!r:l not support a larger popu­
lation, then it was time they got out and let 
smnehndy else cnme in. It wa3 a good c1mntry, 
and :Nir. \Vatson pDinted out, so far as the 
1\(n·thern Territory was conc-'l'nPd, th::tt the 
Commonwealth Government ought to be pre­
pared to spend a large amount of money in 
peopling that part of Australi;•., and he con­
,idered the Queensland Government should be" 
little more liberal to North Queensland than it 
had been in the past. He intended to supporb 
the vote for £,)0,000 for immigration. 

:\Ir. REDWOOD (Dra!fton and 'l'oo1oooml;a): 
He was very pleased indeed to see thi; vote of 
£;'50,000 placed on the Estimates. Per.sonally, 
he should like to ,;ee more. He had always been 
a very keen advocate for imn1igration, believing 
that it was absolutely imperative to populate this 
great State. It was with very keen satrsfaction 
that he oaw the Go,·ernment were dealing with 
the matter in a very earnest manner. He 
honestly thought that the present Niinistry would 
r:lo their best to ad v:1nc3 settlement by immigra­
tion, land settlement, and rarlway construction. 
:\Iany members said that the present labour 
market was c.mgested--that there were any 
amount of unemployed people in Queensland, 
and that they di:lHot require immigr"tion. He 
said they dU. He spoke as on•' that had suffered 
considerably last year for the want of labour. 
His company in Toowoomba had to close several 
of their rnalting establishments on account of not 
having sufficient labour to do the work. 

Mr. HARDACRE : At what price? 
Mr. REDWOOD: They paid up to £2 10s. a 

week ; they paid what a man was worth, and 
they were treated as well as in any hotel in 
Brisbane. 

Mr. HARDAORE: You can get any amount of 
men at that prioe. 

Mr. Red11ood.] 
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Mr. RED\VOOD: There were any amount of 
men in the State who would not work. They 
stayed at a job fvr a week or two, until they got 
a few pound~, and then went son1ewhere el6e. 
They paid the men from £1 lOs. a week with 
food. 

::VIr. HARDAnm;: \Vas it skilled work? 

Mr. R.l£D\VOOD : They hacl to learn how to 
nse a shovel. 'l'he older hand' hacl been three or 
four years in the em ploy of the company, and 
they were paid good wage-., and last year the 
company otfertd a bonus to any man who stayecl 
the season. They endeavoured to keep the staff 
together that way. There was a class of men 
gning about who did not want work. The 
question of hnn1igration was di~cu~sed in 
'roowoomba, and a scheme was unaninwusly 
.carried w hicb was hacked up by both the loeal 
papers. That scheme was submitted to the 
Premier, and in it they advocatetl strongly 
the introduction of a desirable class of settlers. 
He was plea5ed the Government had carried 
out the Franco.British Exhibition exhibit. It 
wtts an e>.cellent adverti,ement for (lueensland, 
.and it was time the people of Queensland realised 
the fact that they had to settle this country or else 
wmebodv else woald. No reasonable man could 
show hhrr by logic"! arguments how the infh1x of 
desirable people was going to interfere with the 
present rate of wages. The more people they 
brought here, the more work there would be for 
labour, provided they were placed on the land if 
possible when they got here. 

Mr. .\1ULCAHY: Hear, hear ! That's the 
point. 

Mr. HEDWOOD: That was a very important 
factor, and it was receiving the {>1rnest consider­
ation of the Government. Likewise the Pre· 
mier sho\\ eel he was thoroughly alive to l!is posi­
tion by Rending Mr. Grabam, of the Lands 
Departwent, to Canada to find out the excellent 
methods that were ,,dopted there for settling 
their inunigrants on the land. 

.\Ir. J. M. HuNTER: Do you also know that 
we cannot settle the people that are at present 
in the country? 

Mr. REDIVOOD: He knew th•t the Lmds 
Department bad not been able to cnpe with the 
demand for land. 

.\Ir J. M. Hl:NTEH: That is true. 

:VIr. TI.ED\VOOD : That was because the 
Lands Department had not been able to get 
sufficient surveyors to open up the bnd. It 
'\Vas for that very reason the GoYernment sent 
Mr. Graham to Canada to see how they were 
able to settle so many people and so quickly, 
and that was what was wanted in (lueensland. 
He trusted the Secretary fur Lands wou.d 
grapple with that questi·m, and would not hesi­
tate to run railway~ into Crown lands, and would 
not wait for the people to get on the land before 
a railway was built. Because any practical man 
who knew anything about agriculture must 
realise the fact that he could not profitably carry 
on that industry if he was more than about 1'5 
miles from a railway. The policy they should 
adopt was that of bringing out immigrants with 
a little capital, and giving them free land. Free 
land was passed in this Chamber last session, 
but up to the present he had heard no more ab nut 
at. 

:\Ir. LESINA: Is not the land our chief asset? 

Mr. REDWOOD: Exactly. 

Mr. LESINA: And you propose to give it away 
to strangers. 'l'hat is a mad policy. 

[Mr. Redwood. 

1\lr. HED\VOOD: For years he had been an 
ardent advocate of free land. Free land was the 
secret of the success of Canada, Argentina, 
Siberia, and \Vestern Auc,tralia. 

1\Ir. BARBER: It is not free in Canada. 

l\Ir. RED\VOOil: It was free, with the excep­
tion of survey fees. It had been absolutely 
proved that the Canadian land policy was a most 
excellent one, n.nd one which had done more than 
anything else in the development of that great 
country. 

Mr. HARDACHE: It has endetl in disaster. 

Mr. REDWOOD : \Vhat was the use of talk­
ing nonaense? 

[At tl.is stage .Mr. Redwood paused while 
several members of the Opposition conversed in 
loud tones.] 

The CHAIR:VIAN: Onlrlr! I must insist 
upr'n hon. n1ernbers observing the rules of debate, 
otherwise l shall certainly have to put Standing 
Order 166 into active operation. 

Mr. REDWOOD : The statement of the hon. 
member f•Jr Leicbhudt was quite incorrect. He 
(Mr. Red wood} had a brother in tbat part of the 
world, and he had received authentic informa­
tion from him at various times with regard to 
the great progress Canada was making. America 
was absorbing 1,000,000 immigrants per annum, 
yet wages had not been brought down by the 
influx of population. He hoped the Secretary 
for Lands woultl do all in his power to settle 
men on small areas of suitable !ann. N obotlv 
knew better than the hon. gentleman the cla,;s 
of country that was suibble for close set clement. 
Surely they were not going to allow the land to 
be overrun with prickly pear, as had been donA 
in the past. Then what were they going to do 
with it? 

])Jr. HAHDACHE: Open it up. 

Mr. RED\VOOD: Unless they brought out 
in1migrants, wallabieB, kangaroos, or prickly pear 
were all they were likely to have upon it. People 
were not likely to come to Queensland unless 
their passages were paid when they could get to 
Canada for £3. They would have to offer more 
liberal terms than were offered bv other countries 
or they would not get them. " 

iVIr. LESIXA: Peovle say, "It cannot be a very 
good country if you are willing to pay us to go 
there." 

Mr. REDWOOD: There was no logic in that 
argument at all. \Vhat would Queensland be 
to-day if they had not adopted a vigorous immi­
gration policy in the past? On the Darling 
Downs and in other parts of the country there 
were thdusands of Jnen who were now indepen­
dent, who had come here without one shilling. 
There wuR not one ntan on the Governrnent 
bench wl:o wanted to dull!p people down in 
(~neensland. \Vhat they did want was a stream 
of desirable people, properly inspected at home, 
and properly provided for when they got here; 
and that was what the Government were advo­
cating. 

Mr. LRSINA: No. You misunderst>wd their 
policy. They have deceived you. 'l'he Premier 
is a gay deceiver. (Laughter.} 

Mr. HEDWOOD: As Ras pointed out last 
night by the hon. meruber fnrTownsville, Queens­
land had made Yery slow progress in agriculture. 
He could >peak authoritatively of the Darling 
Downs, as he knew every inch of the country 
and practically every farmer there, more or less, 
and he was in a position to say that the cause of 
the poor progress in cereal production was the 
fear of not being able to get sufficient labour 
to harvest their crops. It was not a matter of 
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·wages at all. There were many men who gut 
£1 5s. a week in the slack season, and in harvest 
time Ss. to 9s. a dt1y, 

Mr. LESI~ A : Must they not be big strong men 
to e<trn that much? 

:Yir. REDWOOD: Not necessarily. 
l\Ir. LESI~A: Could they do navvying? 

.:\Ir. ItEDWOOD: Not necessarily. Plongh­
ing was not hard work; but there were thousands 
of men who did not care about navvying. They 
preferred the more comfortable life on a farm, 
where they had their homes, instead of shifting 
about from camp to camp on a railway line. 
'fhere were young ad venturous spirits who liked 
that kind of life, but there were others who did 
not like it at all. 

Mr. J. 1\I. HuNTEH: Is not the rel1l difficulty 
that the farmer does not give )Jermanent work 
-but only temporary? 

l\Ir. REDWOOD: The farmers on the Darling 
Downs c·mld give employment ne>trly all the 
year round. He could not speak of the hon. 
member's diRtrict. 

l\1;·. J . .:\I. Ht.:N'l'l<J!t: I was on the Downs for 
years. 

l\Ir. REDWOOD: He knew that. \V hen a man 
gut his h<trvest off, he had his ploughing to get 
through; and there was no question that the 
majority of the failures that took place in the 
farming areas were due to people not thoroughly 
understanding how to cultivate the soil scientifi­
cally. 

Yfr. AIUISTRo:>G: They must be children on 
the Downs. 

Mr. RED\VOOD: There were plenty of excd· 
lent farmers on the Downs, hut there wem 
some who were not excellent farmers, just 
the same as everywhere elsr. The DJ.r!ing 
Downs was one of the most prolific and ln<-lgnifi· 
cent tracts of country in the world, and the 
farmers did the best they could f,,r their men. 

\Ve had a debt of about .£40,000,000, 
[3 p.m.] which practically meant that any 

man who can1e to th~-1 State wa.s 
carrying about £300 on his shoulder, as our 
national debt was a bout £77 per head of our 
popul<ttion. He could not understand people 
objecting- to this yote of £50,000. \Vhen we 
coul1l bring into the St.ate an able-bodied 
man for £12, he eeri ainly thought it was the 
best inve•-;trnent the State conld borrow nwney 
for. 

"lr. 'PAY;<;E : But if Lhe State has g·ot to feed 
them when they cowe here? 

;\Ir. RI<~DWOOD: The State httd not to feed 
them .. A.n,y man ofinte;ritynnd honour would not 
be fed lw the State. He lud clearly stated that 
tlw Ho\'errunent \Vere going to open up the land, 
and if thPre was a desirable cla~s of rnen coming 
here, the n!5ricnltural areas woul(l al-::sorb them. 
].1en who h:new nothing abuut farming had the 
aucbcity to get up ancl attack rnen who were all 
the yea,r urgently engagul in the de'>e1opment of 
that industry. 

}Ir. SUMNJW: Some of the best settle! s in 
Austmlia never sQ,w a farm till they got here, 
-and son1e of the wor.st n1eu we have ettnnot un~ 
learn what they learned in the old country. 

:\Ir. IU;DWOOD: He hofJed the lYlinister for 
J,ands would give the free land which he had 
asked for, and that the Agricultural Bank would 
be liberalised. The bank wcts too circumscribed, 
and did not meet the needs of the settlers. It 
should assist these men to get a start-he did not 
mean to give them the money, hut the bank 
should assist them to get the necessaries to start 
farming forthwith rather than let them wait 
until by hard plodding they could get them for 

themsel ve•. In conclusion, he sincerely trusted 
that the Government would pursue a vigorous 
immigration policy, and that would mean a 
vig,.rons land pulicy and a vigorous rail way 
policy. 'l'hey w8re ail allied to each other. He 
believed the iYiinistry were earnest in their 
desire to see this carritd through, and it 
would result in the rapid de< elopment of the 
St.ate.. He would not like to see money spent 
fooli,bly, but he was prepared to borrow 
£1,000,000 or £2,000,000 a year, if neces­
sary, for the development of the State, and for 
reproductive works, such as const:rvation of 
water, ra,ilwny~, land t_ettlement, anrl in1migra­
tion, ancl by that m•,ans they would li((hten the 
burden of the people in the State. \V e would 
double the p·•pulation in <1 few years, which 
would mean halfthepresent taxation. It should be 
our earnest desire to utili;e the great heritag-e we 
had got, to utilise the gre;<t areas which Provi­
dence had given us, whwh were waiting to yield 
up their untold wealth. 

Mr. HAitDACllE: You should borrow £2,000,000 
straight away. 

::\Ir. RED\VOOD: He only wished to borrow 
n1oney for reproductive or necm~..-ary works, not 
for foolish schemes or ideas, but for reproductive 
works which would bring millions into the Trea­
sury, anrl that was what would follow the policy 
of the Government. As the hon. member for 
Brisbane South, in his logic.1l speech, had 
pointed out last night, we had no right tu this 
country if we did not populate it. He trusted 
to see a vigorous pol.icy earried out, and not only 
£50,000 but £150,000 placed on the Estimates 
next year. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. AR.:\ISTRONG (Lockycr): It could easily 
be understood that if the seventy-two member;; 
spoke on this que.stion there would be seventy­
two different ways of ap[Hoaching the subject. 
Those concmned in farming had ditferent ways 
of looking at it, and the ban. member who bad 
reRUlllt'd his seat, being a representative of a 
farming constituency on the Darling Downc, had 
placed a uew asfJect bdore the Committee in 
regard to this qnt1stion. He was not going to 
deal extensively with the parochial natnre of 
the debate. In regard t.o the constituency w hi eh 
be repre,ente1l, they were short of labour. He 
was speaking for the largest producing ag-ricul­
tural district in Queensland. 

1\Ir. GHAYKON: No. 
Mr. AB.M:STRO:::-IG : It was the largest. 

There were ltJ,OOO )Ji'ople and f>,OOO voters in it, 
and 1,200sqnare miles were under cLlltivation and 
dairying. 

Mr. 'IVooDs : There are plenty larger. 

.:\Ir. ARMSTHONG: He was speaking, at 
any ratP, for an electorate which was not second 
to any in Queensland. \Ve1ges, whether in one 
part of Queensland or another, meant the Cotll­

modities which could he procured with them. 
If 12s. in the South would give a man the same 
commodities as he conld get for £1 10•. in the 
North, the \\ages were equal. 

Illr. HuXHAor: But you would not like to 
work fur 12.::;. a week, wo"nld you? 

Mr. AlU\18TROXG: If a farm labourer in 
I~ngb1nd and a farm labourer in (~ueensland both 
gut l5s. a week, would they say they were L Jth 
equal? They ,huulrl discu<s this question of 
wage~, nob as so rnany tokens of shillings or 
sovereign8, but from the point of view of the 
commodities which an individual got for his 
labuur-the purchasing power of his lahour. 
'l'he value of work in Queensland was as much 
as in any other part of the known world. 
\Vhether they went to the States where the 
wages were 10s., or 2~ dollars a day, in Canada 

Mr. ArmstrrHg.1 
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where they were Ss., vr in .Ta.pan where the rate 
was ls. a day, or in China where it was the 
same, taking the power of wages in the shape of 
the commodities that he could consume, there 
was a better rate in Queensland than in any 
other nation of the world at the present time. 

Mr. HARDAORE : ·wages have gone down 
lately. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: 'l'hey always fluctuated 
in every countrv of the world, and the greater 
the production so the grea.ter the amount of com­
modities available as wages for the worker; and 
so as production is restricted so do wages become 
restricted and lowered. 

Mr. KENNA: The standard of living. 
Mr. ARMSTRONG : The standard Qf living 

was higher here than in any other part oft he world. 
Uonsequently, with our conditions, the men's 
earning powH was here greater at present than 
elsewhere. Immigration might be likened unto 
a stream that broke out on a mountain range. 
As the stream pursued its conrse, it filled up 
ea.ch indentation in itR <Jhannel. And in the 
same way the stream of immigrants from the 
over-filled countries of Europe found its way into 
various parts of the world, and until Canada, the 
United States, and South Africa had been 
filled, no special inducement that we could 
offer would bring those people to Australia, 
which at present was so far removed from the 
overflow of populous nations. There was no 
royal road for filling up our vacant spaces. A 
great de>tl had been said about what had 
been done in Can>tda. He wa3 there a few 
years ago, and he went about with his eyes wide 
open, seeking information and studying the 
question of immigration. Hou. members should 
not apply everything they heard to t.he whole of 
Canada. There were portions of Canada which 
belonged to the Dominion Government, and 
there were other portions which did not come 
under the control of the Dominion Government. 
The provincial land~ were under an entirely 
different regime and control from those which 
belonged to the D<Jminion Government. The 
settlement of the lands of tbe Dominion Govern­
ment bad been brought about largely with the 
help which had becm r::iven to the country by the 
Canadian- Pacific Railway Comp:tny. 

Mr. LENNOC'r: Then if we only had syndicate 
railwayo we should be all right. 

Mr. ARM STRONG : No; he was not one of 
those who thought that. He believed that if 
certain syndicate rail ways had· been constructed 
at the time t\H·y were proposed in Queensland, 
some twenty-five years ago, it wonld have been a 
good thing- for the State, hnt he thought snch 
propositions should not be accepted at the 
r;resent time, because we had lived beyond 
the psychological period. \Vhat was causing 
the great influx of population to Canada was 
that the Canadian-Pacific Railway Company 
received a large amount of money for buiiding a 
railway through the couhtry on certain te1ms. 
The whole of Canada was mapped out into 
sections 1 mile square-that was, 640 acres-and 
in each of those 1-mile square blocks there were 
four HiO~acre ;.ubdivisions. }<;very alternate 
1-mile 'quare block belonged to the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company, and the reet belonged 
to the Dominion Government. The Dominion 
Government g:we the c:Jmpany the ri5ht to go 
all through Europ~ and get people, on the con­
dition that if they took up any of the company's 
lands they should get the same tPrms as were 
given by the Government in connection with the 
lands which belonged to them. The conditions 
of occup~ncy included clearing and cultivation, 
and the right to secure a further 160 acres in the 
same locality at the price of from 3 to 5 dollars 

[Mr. Armstrong. 

per acre. The price on the company's adjvining· 
blocks wa' not to exceed 5 d<>llars per acre. The 
company, in order to recoup themselves for the 
expenditure on the railway, btd to make the 
land> along the line of some ;-alue by settling 
them, so that they bec11me the best immigration 
agents it was possible to secure in Europe. They· 
did not bother about taking this or that indivi· 
dnaldepot, but picked out the men who would till 
the land and grow the greatest amount of pro­
duce to carry over their railway, and it was a 
good business transaction. The consequence 
was that people went to Canada, and took up­
and occupied the lands. The hnn. member for 
Clermont said the other night that those lands 
were all under rnortg:age. He would tell the 
hnn. member his experience in connection with 
that matter, which was personal. A landlord re­
quired his land to be worked, end it paid him to 
be lenient with the lessee, so that if his railway 
became a paying concern he would not be hard 
on the lessees of the land if they were doing 
their best, knowing that in time conditions would 
improve. And in the case of th~ men referred to, 
they had received far greater consideration than 
it would have been possible for them to get under 
any other set of conditions. There was a strong 
feeling among hon. members that we had reason 
to fear an influx of immigrants from China and 
Japan. But he could tell hon. men1bers that 
there were larger areas of land in Siberia and 
Manchuria than we pos;essed-land which was 
as rich as any in Australia, and with not a single 
inhabitant on it. Hundreds and hundreds of 
milm of land in that country had yet to be 
developed under a railway system. The only 
settlement that had taken place there was 
along navigable watercourses, and there had 
been an immense amount of settlement in those 
places. But there was still an immense· area 
in that huge crmtinent that had yet to be 
developed by railway, and as it was being 
developed by railway, there would not be any 
desire on the part of the people in the adjacent 
countries to tt a vel to this part of the world. 
China required 35,000 miles to give access to 
her known country suitable for clo;e settlement. 
When railway construction bec&nte general in 
China, though there were 400,000,000- people in 
that country, they would have no desire to come 
here. As for the ,1 apanese, whose country was 
over-stocked, wh'm he was there only 12~ per 
cent. of the country was nncnltivatEd. 

Mr. SmrNER: Evm the tops of the mountains 
are ~ulti vated. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : He said there was only 
12~ per cent. of the country uncultivated. 

Mr. SVMNER : They have uo land monoply 
there. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: He was ctealing with 
the question of cultivation. \Vhen they arrived 
&t such a condition of things, they must take 
s:'me steps. They now had Korea., one of the 
rwhest countries in the East-without a railway 
-and if they had to spill over the country of 
their birth, was it not reasonable to mppose that 
they would rat.her spill over to the country 
nearest their own country? That was what. they 
were going to do. They were going- to Man­
churia at,d Korea. While he bPlieved that this 
was absolutely the case in regard to the 
argument that the country might he overrun 
by iVlongol'ans, Chinese, or Japanese, ho 
thought they should do wmething to prevent 
the possibility in the future, but be did 
not see anything to be frightened of at presen<t. 
~hey should. go along quietly, and adopt the prin­
Ciple of gettmg people from the older countries of 
Europe, especially our own kith and kin, to 
settle here under the best conditions. Even if 
they had to give them some little concession, 



Supply. [18 DECEMBER.] Suppl_y. 789 

'they should be prepared to give their own kith 
and kin the first opportunity of coming here. 
In conclusion, he would ask whether any man 
could come to the country aud not be of value? 
He must either produce or consume something 
of value, so that the matter balanced itself. 
The mere fact of a ma.n coming here 
gave the country more human wealth, and 
he looked upon a highly prosperous people 
as the most wealthy asset a country could 
possibly have. But they should not attempt to 
surround the country with a wall. 'When his 
father came to the country he happened to have 
the money to pay his way out here ; another 
·man's father, who came at the samA time, had 
to come out as au assisted immigrant; but they 
both came to the country to benefit their con­
dition. He maintained that this country offered 
better opportunities to immigrants than any 
·Other country, and were they human, honest, 
or religious wlwn they refused to others the 
adv<tntages which this countn· offered to their 
fellow-creatures. (Hear, he"r.!) 

Mr. LAND (Bolonnc): He was opposed to 
State-D"'Bisted irntnigration, bt:>canse he did not 
believe that the taxpa}'ers should be called upon 
to pay for bringing people here from other parts 
of the world to compete with them for their 
daily bread. If there waH such a de"irt' to settle 
people on the land, why not settle the oons and 
daughters of the people already here on the land? 
He could point to country towns in Queensland 
where people could not get houses to live in and 
could not get hnd on which to build homes to 
live in. That was the coudition in the \Vestern 
towns; anrl plenty of people lncd to live 
in hotels or on the bank' of the rivers be­
.cause they would have to pay £60 or £65 
for an allotment on which to build. Those 
who owned those allotments gave very little 
for them when they acf]uired them, and now 
they were holding them for speculative pur­
poses. It would be a good thing for the Go,·ern­
men t to survey 40 or 50 acre blocks and lease 
them to people who wished to make homes in 
the \Vestern townships. He remembered the 
time in 1879 or 1880 when there was a vigorous 
immigration policy before, and the streets were 
full of prostitutes and men were spending 
thousand., of pounck To-day (-2neensland was 
prosperous. Every man who had a bit of 
property-farmer, agriculturist, dairyman, or 
grazing Felector-was doing welL And what 
was the reason? The reason was bece"use the 
markets of the world were opened up and there 
was a demand for everything produced from the 
ground. But was there one man game to 
get up and say that the wages of the men, 
women, boys, and girls~or their surrounding~~ 
were >ts good as they nugh t to be? 

The TREASUHEH: They are undoubtedly better 
than wh>Lt they were. 

Mr. LAND: '\Vhy? Because the State sub­
sidi,ed steamers, and bec<tuse they had be.en 
visited with good heasons for a nu m her of years. 
That was the reason that things were better th>tn 
they were, No man could live in Queensland 
and take an interest in hi" country without 
knowing- smnething :tbuut it, and he admitted 
that things were better than they were. But, 
allowin~ that 8\'erything w>ts prosperous and 
better than it was, what would it be like in a few 
months if they were visited by a drought such as 
they had in 1902, which was very likely to come 

on, as no one could stop it. In a 
[3.30 p.m.] general way, there was not much 

unemployed in Queensland. There 
was no starving unemployed. He did not 
want to raise an unemployed cry, hut he 
knew frotH practical experience in the vYcstern 
.country that men could not be employed there 

for twelve months in the year. Every man re­
quited to be employed twelve months in the year 
to live, became he did not get much wages. On 
one of the bt:,;t stations in Queensl~<nd the wages 
were down to £1 a wP>k, and some nf them had 
to keep a wife and family on it, and, a,; hon. 
members knew, living was very dear out \Vest. 
They were hit with a railway mte, and hrrcl to 
pay raihge on 600 mile' on their fuodstuff and 
other reqnirements, which made it twice as dear 
as it we1s in the town. After the 1st of January, 
any 1ne1nber could go out \Vest and he would ~ee 
what he (ilh. L~nd) deseribed, and they could 
find out whether he \Vas speaking correctly or 
not. 

Mr. BoWMAN : The Premier will go out in his 
motor car. 

]'dr. LAND : That was not the way to go out. 
The Premier should carry his swog and g·o out 
there, as that wa., the only way to find out how 
things wert·. He \Vas talking to a man who 
spoke "bout tbe part the Premier had taken in 
the 1891 strike, and gave him credit for being 
the king of L1bour men in Queensland. Now 
the ho~. gentlem"n was snpposed to be going 
out in the '\Vestern country in his motor-car with 
a select few on board with him. He would not 
find out thP cnnditions iu the \Vest in that way. 
The pro[Jer way was to go by train, then f(et out 
and go along the bank of the river. He did 
not think the figures giving wages in the \Vest, 
which bad been supplied by the Premier, 
were correct, but for the sake of argu­
ment he would assume that they were correct. 
By and by he would quote one station, which 
would make the Premier agree that the figures 
were not correet. The wages mentioned in the 
list ran from 12s. a week to 40s. a week, from the 
S•JUth t., the North, from Tweed Heads to the 
Gulf. The man who got 40<. a week was set 
down a,; hend stoekrnan on a station. He was 
the man who did the work. The manager gave 
the orders and the head stockman carried tbem 
out. He mig-ht have 60,000 cattle there, or 
10,000, or 20,000. If they went through the 
list it would average about 25s. or 24s. a week 
all round. \V 0uld the Premier allow that that 
was a fair wage for these men to receive? 

The PREllliER: It is not for me to say it is a 
fair w"gf". It is for the m>t:> and the market to 
~ay what is a fair wage. 

Mr. LAND: It would pan out at £1 4s. a 
week. There were not rnany getting £2 a week, 
because there was only one head stockman on 
country that might run to 1,000 square mileo. 

The Pimii!IER: That list averages out at 
£1 2,, 6d per week. 

lVIr. LAND : He was not concerned about the 
wages thenewchum wa.-<, getting just now. If a 
working man undertook to co1ne ont to a new 
country for his own benefit, more especially 
from a countrv like Great Brit.ain, where the 
chances are tlfey never got £1 a week in their 
lives. and if he got an offer of £1 a week for 
twelve months, >tnd the chance of getting colonial 
experience, which would en>tble him nt the end 
of that time to compete with other men in 
Queenshmd, then he thoug-ht that man. was all 
right. Hut these men were be1ng sent m to the 
pastoral country where the men employed there 
were getting more than £1 a week. The Pre­
mier put it at an average uf £1 2~. Gd. a week. 
If men worked in the \Ve,tern country for 
£1 2s. 6d. a week, it proved that there was not 
a scarcitv of labour there. The fact that the 
average ~ages were so low was a pr0nf t.hat 
labour wa~ not scarce. He had known the tune 
when they cnuld not get men to accept wage~ 
like £1 2•. Grl. a week, even when they were 
starving, so there must be any quantity of labour 

Mr. Land.] 
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there for them to do it now. He was strongly 
opr•osed to indented labour of any sort, aR if 
they made the conditions good the people would 
come. Here was another proof that there was 
110 RCarclty of ]abour in the back country. 
There was a harvest time in the 'IV est, just a" 
there was a h,;rvest time in the sugar districts and 
wilh the farmers. K o man could get up and 
prove to him that shearing had been kept back 
for one day for want of labour. 

:VIr. COYNJ;;: Ko. 
Mr. LAND : Thoy always started shearing 

toward8 tbe end of the year, generally connnenc~ 
ing on the 1st of August, and they managed to 
finish in proper time for Christmas. Did not 
that prove that there was not a scarcity of labour 
even in the busy time? After the 1st of January 
Lhere were a lot of unemployed, but they never 
attemvted to go to the bureaux--they would not 
go for relief. They went t.o an hotel, and their 
m>ttes would help them. If they met any member 
at the corner of the ~treet a.llcl he was H ::.~tiff,'' 
they would not he~itate to give him a pound, and 
just the "arne thing ap[Jlied to the shearers and 
other workers in the back conntry. TherH were any 
amount of nnemvloyed in the \Vest for the firstf'ix 
months in the year, and that was the reason, 
when he first came to Brisbane, he told the 
Premier that whatever public money he hod to 
spend, to be ready to spend it on the ht. ,Janu­
ary, because there \vas not sufiicient work nn the 
stations to keep the men employed all the year 
round. The average wage for the shearers was 
about £1 4s. per 100, and the rouseabonts got 
£1 10s. per week. On Thurulgoona the boundary 
riders got £1, and the general station hands £1, 
and that was absolutelv the best station in the 
back country. It was' owned by the Scottish 
Investment Company, but it was a real good 
station, and one of the smartest men in (~ueens­
land was managing it. He wanted to empha"ise 
the point particularly that everything about 
that station was good as far as he knew, and the 
wages they paid were .£1 a week, which included 
boundary riders. Jf there was any scarcity of 
la hour there, would they not be eo m pellt d 
to pay more than £1 a week? Of course they 
would. He noticed some other stations in his 
district gave the wages at .£1 5s. a week. Take 
Victo as an instance. Victo was only a 20,000-
acre block, and had onlv one or two reliable men. 
They had no need to pi cl< up workers from the 
country siJe. Glendilla was another place. 
:Most hon. members hac! been dispnting tbo,e 
figures, and they appeared to make out that 
the wages were rather better than shown 
on the list, for the pnrpose, he thought, 
of showing that the GovPrnment were not 
making snch a great bargain for the new­
chnm. He did not want to do that, be­
cause he thougbt it was wiser to argue the 
other way. He protested against indented 
bbom, especially for the district he represented. 
His reason for .saying he WR.S not .. in favtJ11r of 
assisted imn1lgratlnn was because those immi~ 
grants went straight into the labonr market. 
It was all very well for the Premier and 
others to say what they were going to do, 
He knew just as well 'lS any n1an in Queenslancl 
that those necv chnms, when they arrived in 
Queensland, could not go on the land, with the 
exception, perl>a]1', of a few men "ho had .£200 
or £300 and some friends hero. The general run 
of the peop!e tlutt came here-he did not care 
how. they were examined or inspectei-would go 
stra1ght on the labour market. They did it 
before. 'IVas it ever said in the early days that 
the men were brought out here to be placed on 
the labour market? The argument w.<S the same 
argument the Government were nRing to~da.v. 
Yet they found they were dumped in the depot 
here, and the e1nployers rushed down from Too-

[Mr.Land. 

woomba and paid them what they liked. That 
was absolutely the case now. He would re­
cornrr,end the Government to turn their atten­
tion to their own lands. If the Lands Office 
were liberalised, and the admini8tration as 
good as they could make it, they could settle 
the pec•)Jie who were already here on the 
land. There were plenty of people here with 
sons and daughters who would be only too glad 
to get rm the !and. 'IVhat about all the people 
born on the Darling Downs and other placrs? 
If, years ago, they could have got land on the Dar­
ling Downs, which \\'aS locked uvin large station~, 
they would not have cleared out; they would 
have been there to-day, and the population of 
the State would have been much larger. It 
was their duty to prevent the people nf the State 
being taxed t'' bring mure people out here free. 
Make the land Jaws more liberal, and make the 
place worth living .in, and tHe people would 
come here of tlw.ir own accord. 

:\lr. CowAP: 'IVhere would the average farm 
labourer ever get sufficient money to bring him 
here? 

1\fr. LAND: He was not at all concerned 
about them. He was more concerned about the 
men already here. They had only to go round 
the restaurants in the city and see the wages 
those girls were getting, and the hours they 
worked; also the wages the men were getting, 
and the hours they worked. There was vlenty of 
roorn for irnprovement. 

Mr. CowAP: Is all this country only sufiicient 
for half a million people? 

Mr. LAND : He was prepared to admit that 
they could take all the people in Australia an cl 
put them on the Dariing Downs, and they would 
have any amount to live on, and vlenty to svare. 
But Queensland was not rleveloved. "'What was 
the good of resources unless there were facilities 
to work them? He had no intention of misrepre­
senting t.hing~; hnt it. waR hiR dnty to try ~nd 
point out that the people who were already here 
were not sufficiently paid. There were plenty 
about Brisbane, &nd he felt ashamed when h& 
heard those girls, who were doing special work, 
were only receiving 12s. a week. How could 
they expect the women to live honestly ? 
Their parents could not afford to keep them, 
and they bad to go out to work, and were 
forced to dr·ess decently, and how were they 
going to do it? It was a shame. The 
Premier referred to the ration scale for the 
indented newchums the other day. He remem­
bered the old ration scale, and he supposed other 
hon. members had not forgotten it.. 'l'he hon. 
member for Mitchell and the hon. member for 
\Varrego said that the svstem was different now 
to what it used to be. Still, there was a ration 
scale in existence to-day; and he had no doubt 
the hon. merHber for 'IVan·ego would remember 
it, as it was on the back of the last agreement, 
though it was not enforced ns a rule. Thanks 
to the union/"(, the conditions were bet~er in 
many ways than they were in the past. It" as 
all ,·ery well from the employer's standpoint to 
get Parliament to agree to bring cheav labour to 
Queensland for him; but the working man, who 
was jus:;;t as rnuch a taxpayer as the ernployer, 
got nothing. He was strongly opposed to the 
taxpayers of the State being called upon either 
to bring out immigrants to go on the labour 
market or to iudent labuur. They would 
not find one working rnan or one working 
woman who approved of the action of the Go­
vernrnent in indenting labourers for pastoral 
properties. He was now going to tell tl!e Pre­
mier that the return which he produced the 
other day was not correct; and, if it wa:3 not 
correct in one instancE>, it was a very Ldr proof 
that it was not correct in another. (Govern-
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ment laughter.) If it was not correct in a ca"e 
like Thurulgoona, it was just as likely not to be 
correct in the ca"e of the next station. He had 
llllt been on Thurulgoona since 1ti\J7, and knew 
uothing about it directly ; but at that time they 
had a saduler, a blacksmith, and he thought a 
wheelwright; and he thought he wa8 pretty 
correct in ,,,aying that they got as high a' £2 10s. 
per week. 

The PREMIER: Does that return give the 
rernuneratiun of saudler' ami wheelwrights? 

ivlr. LAND: i\o. It only gave boundary­
riders and f(eneral station hands. The return 
was n1isleadlng. \Vlwn he was on Thurulgoona 
in 1897 the wrcges ranged from 5s. a week for a 
boy up to £1 153. a week. 

The PREMIER: The latest information you 
have is eleven years old. 

Mr. IJAND: That was direct information­
when he was on the place'. Of course, he had 
met the me.n since and knew what he was t>1lking 
abnnt. The Prem~er said that he would n0t ask 
union secretaries for information. He was sorrv 
to hear tlw bon. genlleman say that, because h~ 
supposed there were more men in the \V estern 
unionR to-da;.r than ever before. 

The Ptmlll!EH: I was not casting any reflection 
on the unions. vVhat I meant was that I would 
not ask the unions for inL>rmation any rnore 
than I would a.-k the employers' unions. \Vhat 
I wanted was independent, unbiassed informa­
tion. I wanted to get the truth about the 
!natter. 

Ylr. LA:-.fD: \Vel!, the union secretarieR were 
respomible to their unions for every official word 
and action; and he was sure they would have 
given the hon. gentleman thoroughly reliable in­
formation. The Secretary for \Vorks had st>1ted 
that the wages p~id in the Albert ranged from 
£1 5R. to £1 7s. nd. a week. Perhaps it would 
not be parliamentary to say that he did not be­
lieve the hon. gentle!llao, but he did not think 
he was correct, because he did not think those 
wages were ever paid in Queensland. If men 
could get £1 Gs. to £1 7s. 6d. a week in the 
Albert, half the men in the country would flock 
there. Besides that, he had a faint recollection 
of the present Speaker saying· that the first place 
he worked in Queensland was in the Albert 
electorate, for Mr. Grimes, and that he was paid 
12s. 6d. a week. 

The S':CRETARY FOR PUBLIC VVOHK8 : \V ell, 
}fr. Grimes does not harpen to be there now. 

Mr. LAND: He had always thought the 
Albert was one of the worst paying distriets in 
Queensland. 

The SEOHE'fARY HOR Pum,rc WORKs: I beg 
your pardon. 

Mr. LAND: \V ell, that W8R what he had 
always been led tu believe. 

The SECRETA!\¥ FOit PcBLIC \YoRK~: Yon 
mu,t no" beliPve all you hear. 

]\Ir. I,Al'\D: And he thought tint accounted 
a good de<! fer the inability of the employer" in 
the district to gr,t L1bnnr; the p~y was so low 
th>tt nob·1cly would go there. 

The 8ECRE1'ARY FOR Puuuc \VoRKS: ='in 
member of the nnemployed will go there, and I 
~ave the reason. 

Mr. LAND: He had heard hon. members 
~aying that n1en wnnld not work. In Ua~ rlis~ 
trict he reprr·sented, during a good sea::.:on they 
would not find a single man rmt of work, so long 
as there was work for theu1, and thev would not 
find men travelling about with their swags on 
their backs. AR far back a' 18fll they might 
have travelled the country and never found a 
man out of work. He was afraid tlmt the eighty 

men whom the Premier had indented were only 
an instalment, and nobody could say that 
it was g<~ing to end therf', beeause what was 
the use of bringing eighty men to Queensland? 
It would not be worth a rap. \Vas it the inten­
tion of the ~:Iinistry to comn1ence bringing in-

dented.labour for pastoralists. He 
[4 p.m.] would like to tell this House that 

the pastor,,Jists were well able to 
indent their own labour. A man need not 
think for one moment that he was doing it for 
tbe individual, hec-.1use he supposed 05 per cent. 
of the vastoral holdings to-day were in the h"nds 
of rich cornpanif's, \vho wt>re well ablP to lor1k 
after themselves. He was strong-ly opposed to 
the action of the Government in r"ing the tax­
pa:'.rers' money tu indt-nt labour to-day for 1nea 
who were better off than many of those whn 
were called uvon to pay for it. 

l\Ir. SUMNER (Nundah): This vote was a 
very i1nportant one~ and he thought the discns­
sion which had taken place upon it had been 
justified. They had had a g-ood speech from the 
hon. member for Bri,bane South last night, and 
on, fwm the hon. member for Townsville. HB 
t!wught when those speeches got into Htmscu·d, 
and were circul"ted throughout the State, it 
woulu have a great effect upon the minds and 
feelings of the people. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH : You had better be careful. 

:Mr. SUMNER: He was able to take care of 
himself. He did not think that anybody could 
deny that what we wanted in Queensland, and 
Australia·generally, wa:;;more peovle. He thought 
that, independent of party, this was the universal 
opinion anwng 1nembers of the. Hour:Je. The-­
queHtion was, how were \Ve gning to get the 
people, and what conditions were w·e going to 
arvly to them when they came here? There 
had been a lot said about the economic relations 
beween wages and population. He diu not pro­
fess to be an economist, though he would say tha.t 
he held a first-class Cambridge U ni vef"ity certifi­
cate in political economy. He had been a st u­
dent of econmnicR P.Ver ::-inc9 he was a young 
man, and he had read almost every work that 
had been publi-hed on the economic question. 
There had been a lot said about the economic 
relation between povulation and wages, but to 
his mind there was no relation whatever._ 
Because there might be 5,000.000 people in New 
South \VH.!es, it would not affect wages one iota 
if thel'e was only half a million in Queensland. 
\V ages were not affected by population in any 
shape or form. Only in w far as yon could 
affect development and bring prosperity to the 
country could y0u affect \V<~geFl in any shape or 
form. 

At 4_,; p.m. the CHAIRMAN: Under Stand­
ing Order 171, I have to call uron tlw hon. 
mPrnl:wr for LBic.:hhar<lt to relieve n1e in the 
chair. 

Mr. IL\RDACJU: thereupc•n took the chair. 

1Ir. Sli}!:KER: The~r knew wha::; tuok place 
here ye::trs 21go when ti1ne~ were bad and "vagts 
low; and it was only as they had been able to 
incn-·n.se confidPnc • that indnstries had deYe­
loJ~ed and the general prosperity of the State 
increased that thc,y had affected wage,,, In con-­
nection with the f}l1f'c;tion of in1n1igration was the 
qne~tion of land settlement; bntl before 1lealing' 
with that, he would like to rehr to what h"' 
would call the serions figures alluded to by the 
hon. membel' for Brisbane S:>uth last night­
that during- the lat:it f:e\-en years the In­
crense- of population, including the birth rate 
and immigration, nnd everything-, l1ad only 
been a little ewer 1 per cent. Th"t was Rome­
tbing which onght to 'et the whole of the people 

Mr. Sumner.) 
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of Australia thinking. The hon. member for 
Leichhardt sairl last night, give the people 
better wages, and the population will increase. 
rre thought that was a fallacy. Take New 
Zealand, fur imtance. New Zealand for the last 
ten years had been held up as a pattern to Aus­
tralia-as the emblem of prosperity. \V ages had 
been high, >tnd what had happened' The birth 
rate had gone on decreasing year by ye:u. 
Adam Smith, he thoug-h~, settled that many 
years ago, when he said--and anybody who knew 
anything at all ahont ecrmmnic hihtory kn~'>w 
-that it. was poor people who alw;cys had 
the largest families, and, according to that 
argun1ent-he was not saying whether it was a 
good argument or a bad one-the theory of the 
hon. member for Leichhardt fell to the ground. 
As the wages had increased in New Zealand the 
birth rate had gone down, and that applied to al­
most every country on the face of the earth. To say 
that if they increased wages the birthrate would 
also increase was a fallacy. He thought the 
argument was like a good many things in om 
arithmet.ic-in an inverse ratio. ....-\.::; a 1nan got 
prosperous he said he was not going· to have "wh 
fl large family. Now, as to the land question, 
with which the question of immigration was 
closely allied. He did not tbiuk there was 
much dispute among member" that w'e wanted 
more people here. He had an article in the 
"Lone Hand," written by Mr. \Vatson, the late 
Ferleral Labour le<>der. Th~t gentleman looked 
at the question above party issues, because, after 
all, party issues might blind us to a real danger 
which mig·ht be menacing us on e1·ery hand. 
:Every line of the article was worthy of the at­
tention of every vatriotic Australian. In the 
art.icle he wi d-

An immew;e area, practically nnpcoplecl, ung-uarrlell, 
stretches there at our motlt vulnerable point, while, dis­
ta11t a few days steam, cluster the myriad!:~ nf Asia, 
threatening ever to swarm across to the rich fields of a 
land, attractiYe in all re-.peets to a frugal. indn.-:trions 
people, condemned at pre~ent to exist m a mnch poorer 
country. 

They were told that that was a hogey. Any serious 
student of history knew that it was not fL bogey. 
They knew that the struggle for existence was 
as keen in the world to-day as ever it wa,. 
There was a great law operating in the world 
to-day""7yon could call it a di,'ine or natural law, 
or what you like-but it was a law above thiK or 
any other people. And they had a right t<J do 
it. \Ye had no right to withhold this great con­
tinent of Ant>trMlia, with a,ll it.-. rich re~ources, 
from cultivatinn~fron1 the great masses nf papu­
lation in the world ; and if we would not allnw 
our own people to nse it, then other people 
woulrl URP it in spite of us. and they had a per­
fect right tn do so. They knew what happened 
in ;mother part of the world a little whiie ago 
in the cose of a nation which kept itself secluded 
and guarded, and refused toaliow people to go into 
its territory with the same rights as others. That 
kind of thing would never be allowed. There Wfls a 
law above the laws of any Parliament, which 
sai-:1 that "if you will not use your lands they 
will be used in spite of you. ' Therefore he con­
tended that the greatest problem of Australia to­
nay wa., that of getting more people into the 
country ; but, while saying that, he did not agree 
with all tb~ proposals put forward by h<m. mem­
bers opposJte. :\lnch had been said about the 
large number of pe.>ple going· to Canada. \Vhat 
were the conditions under which those people 
migrated to Canada? An area of 160 acres of 
land was granted to them free; they were a hle 
to get on the land soon after they arrived in the 
country, and they were able to plough it and 
get a crop within the •first year. A. few 
months ago, when returning from the North 
he Yisited a German settlement at Baf!l~ 

[Mr. Sumner. 

Creek," in the Glad stone district. There he 
sav\ a rew score of won1en and children ,\·ho 
had come from GermanY and settled on the 
hanks C'f tile creek. They were in "deplorable 
Ct)ndition; they were li v:ing under a few ~beets 
of iron, the children were half eaten with 
nw~quitoef', and the people had to cross two 
creeks in order to get to the township, one of 
which was infested with sharks. Those people 
had been living in the locality for some time, but 
had not been ahle to get their land, and the 
suneyor, who was there, told him that it would 
be six months from that time before the land was 
surYeyed and :waihble. \Vhen he got back to 
Brisuane, he called on the Acting Chief 
ReJretary and got S(Hllething done for those 
people. They came out under an arrange­
ment with their German pagtor. so that the 
matter had nothing to do with the Lands 
Department. He believed that only recently 
had they been able to get their land sur­
''eyed an·d do S'lme work. He mentioned this 
fact to emphasise the need of having land 
ready for the people on their arriYal in the State. 
Last session they passed an Act in which a pro­
vision was inhrted allowing a free grant of HiO 
acres of land to nn immigrant or the son of auy 
settler, but nothing had been done under that 
Act. They were told that something was [';<ling 
to be done" in the sweet by and by." \Ye had 
such a thing in Queenels,nd as land greed-not 
land hunger. 1\lr. \Vade, the Premier of New 
South \Vales, stated last week that he was afraid 
it wa"l not land selection that was g(1ing on in 
that Rtate, but land specul•tion. This meant 
that >peculators were securing land with the view 
of holding it until they conld squeeze something 
out of the people who were brought into the 
Staf e when they sought to acquire land. There 
was no doubt that we c<'u Id "ettle an immense 
number of people on the land in Queensland to­
day. TheleaderoftheOppn;ition afewweeks ago 
stated that in France people paid a' much as 
£20 per acre per annum as rent for land, and that 
he hoped that in the near future we should be 
able to do that in Queensland. There were only 
three factors in the problem of production-land, 
labour, and capital-·-and whenever >t higher price 
than usual had to be paid for one of those the 
others h>ed to suffer, and the one that generally 
suffered was labo,u·. The higher the rent, or the 
higher the price of land, the more difficult it was 
to secure settlement. People were leaving 
Victoria at the present time hecau<e land there 
was too dear. vVhen Victoria st.arted the dairy­
ing industry, the Government gave a bonus on 
butte1, with the result that the value ofland roFe 
beyond the "living- point." A man who bought 
land at the "living- point," as many were doing in 
Queensland to-day for rlairying r'urpnses, wouid 
fall in when a slump came. He hoped that the 
Govern1nent would do their utmost to solve the 
prohlem of small settlement in Queensland. He 
barl great faith in the Home Secretary, who wa" 
a lh·e business rran, and he believe<] that gentle­
man would do all he could to assist in solving 
this problem. Between X orth Pine and the 
13lackall Range there were 500 or GOO farms 
which had been abandoned. Those farms were 
taken up by 1nen from town, and after spending 
all their savings on the land they abandoned them 
because they 'round they could. not make a living 
there. That land, though advertised by the 
department-not in the time of the present 
Ministry-as agricultural land, would not sus­
tain a bandicoot in a dry season or grow a crop 
without manure. 

Mr. \V. H. BARNES: Surely there are not as 
mc.ny as 500 or 600. 

Mr. SU:VIN:ER: He believed that was under 
the mark. 
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The HmtE SECRETALY: I venture to doubt the 
:accuracy of your statement that it was called 
ag-ricultural hnd hy the department, because in 
ruy tin1e in Queensland I Hever retnt111ber the 
department grvi11g such a description of laml. 

Mr. SUJ\lNER: They were advertised as 
agricultLrral farms. 

The HoME SECRETARY: That is merely a 
tenure. 

Mr. SUi\DIEH: Any lam] described as 
agricultural farms ough't to be fit for agricul­
hue. 

The PREl\IIER: Any man starting agricul­
tural pursuits ought at !cast to know whether 
rho land is suitable. 

Mr. SGMNF:R: They don't know in many 
cases. 

cr:he PREMIER: Tlwn they have to pay for 
the1r expenence 

Mr. SUMNER: Some members talked about 
the necessity for getting farm labourers to 

.come out to (lucenslancl His experience was 
that those who made the best farmers hero 
were men who neYer did farming in the old 
oountry. If a farmer of mature age came 
here from the old country, he had a lot to 
unlearn. and was handicapped by prejudice. 
A young man who had perhaps worked on 
a farm at home as a boy, but had never 
farmed for a living, would start at the begin­
ning and learn Queensland methods, and be­
come successful. 'They wore told by one 
spe>akcr that there were •100,000,000 acres of 
land in this country. \Vas it not strangethat 
for years past thoy had been rcpurchasmg 
estates for people to settle on-often at- a big 
price. An estate in the Lockyer was cut up 
and sold at £8 an acre by a private firm. A 
man who bought lOO acres of that land was 
handicapped to the extent of £800. He wa.s 
aware that some of them had got what thev 
paid thrc'e times over; but what about th'c 
purchaser 0 Suppose a slump occurred in the 
dairying indu;;.try. v ... -lH'f(' would he be? H0 
:vas just at J·he living point now. \Vhcn a11 
rndustry arlvanc0d in ;wosperity, the price of 
land went up till it producd only a living for 
the purchaser. 

The PRE>IIER: How can you remedy that·, 
If you give them a lease thev will sell the 
lea.<,e ju,)t the sa1ne. ' " 

Mr. SUMNER: He believed that in New 
Zealand, whore they had the leasing system, 
land monopoly .. ,vas greater than in Queens­
land. The Prc>mior knew better than anyone 
else in _ the Charn bor how to remedy. the 
matter rf he could onlv get a majority behind 
him. In New Zealarid wages had gone up. 
and prjces had gone up, and there was no 
country whcrR rents were higher. Ho believed 
the :'•Jlution of this question was the solving 
of the immigration question. Suppose 100 
newchums came here with £100 or £200 
each, could the Prcmicer sav where he could 
place them on the land wh;re thev could get 
a living? 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Y os-anywhere they 
want to go. 

}Ir. SU~INER: I know plcntv of our own 
people who cannot g'!t land. ~ 

'The HOilm SEcRETARY: It is simply owing 
to the fact that WG have cr0atcd a domancl 
by bring-ing people from the South that 
Queenslanrlers are now anxious to get land 
thernsel ves. 

Mr. S (I::\INEH: A n.;roat deal had been said 
about the scarcity of l<ibour. He could not say 
whether it was truo or not hue; he could only 
give his experience. The farmers in his dis­
trict ea me to him and said they could not get 

men, and that was lho rc;Json why they did 
not extmrd tlwir orchards and their cultivation. 
They were prC'pan~d lO give tls. a day or £1 a 
week a ne! keep. He "hought !hat wa'' a fair 
thing. He had worked for Is. Gd. a week and 
tucker, and he had HC':er regrctteJ coming tu 
Queensland. He supposed he had experienced 
as hard times and as r:nuch adversity as any 
hon. mernher, still he conf'idPrcd that Queens­
land was the hcct countrv on God's 0arth to 
live in. (Hear, !rea,.!) lt would he a great 
thing for Queensland if 1ho Premier could only 
n1anage to settJe the land qp.c~tion. There was 
such a thing as land g-rc,od, and he disapproved 
of large aroa.s being ctliet:atod. People had 
taken up prickly pear areas with no intention 
of clearing them or -u.sing thern, but sin1ply 
with the object of making a bit o£ money if 
anything was discovcroJ to destroy the pear. 
He did not think it ·.•. as a good tlnng for 
people to go on the bmd to make a living out 
of it as soon '" they came to the country. 
They should go to work for somebody els(;) for 
a time till they learned somethmg of the con­
ditions of the countrY. Ho supposed that in a 
short time they wc;ul·l have :\lr. Graham's 
report on settlement in Canada, and there 
would probablv be sorrw alteration in the 
S\·stom of lancJ sctt]Pn,cnt here in the near 
· future. He hoped that when the 
[•J..30 p.m.] Chief Secretary got Mr. Graham's 

report they \•.ould haYe some alter­
ation made ;n the syste'Tl of land settlement. 
H<> did not sa} anything derogatory to the late 
=\1 inistcr for l .ands, '..>h·~n ho was discu~sing 
this land que:;tion, because he considererl_ that 
the late .Mini:;tcr for c,ands had made a step 
forw"'rd in laud >ettlemcnt that had never 
been douo before in (~ucenslaud; in fact, that 
hem. gentleman had initiated a new ora m 
land settie1nen t, and if it was not as success­
ful as some people wanted, rt was a step 
onward. 

The' Hmrt~ SECRETARY: Can you make any 
suggestions as to what you think should b0 
done'? 

Mr. SUMNEH: There wa.s room in l~ueens­
land for more intense cultur~e. At the pre­
sent tin1e men 1,.vere never sahsfied untll they 
got more and more land. If a man had 1~0 
&cres, eJthough he cwly had 10 acres of rt 
under cultivation, he was domg all he could 
i-o get the next selection of 1GO acres. (Hear, 
hc~r ') TlHe Chrof Secretary told him_ about 
the i11tcnse cultivation "'duch 1.vas cL:xned on 
in Franco and lhe small aroas there on 
which the '·fanners got a living: Ho thought 
it was possible to do the same 1~1 Queensland. 
Hon. members had bePn speakmg about the 
hio-n rents that were charged for land, but he 
(~\lr. S1unner) believed that he_ paid a higher 
rent for land than any man m Queensland. 
lie paicl a rent of £7~ an acre for land m 
lluoemlanci for five years. 

The HOME SECRETARY: \Vas it improved? 

~1r. SUMNER: There was no house on it, 
aud very little culti,·ation, and he succeeded 
in making that- place pay for five years. 

Tho Hmm SEmlETARY: How many acre• 
dirl vou have? 
. M~. Sl':VINEH: Only t.wo acres. He paid 

£ l:iO a yoar for two acres, and made the place 
pa:v. 

'\1r. ArREY: \Vas it pimap_ple country? 
:VIr. Sl:T\-I)[RH: Y cs, pineapple country_: but 

that could not be don0 to-day. They must 
stop land grcod in Queenslancl--stop th" people 
from getting too much land, because those 
who took up a lot of land were only hangmg 
on to it until it incrca, eel in value, when they 

Mr. Sumner.] 
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could sell it. If they could live on small areas 
in France, ho did not see why they could not 
do the came rn (Jucen.sland In the future 
tlwy would come to rPalise tlw great possibi!i. 
ties thc·.v had in this great t<c>rritory of Qtwens­
lanrl. They had no Imperial matters to deal 
with. as the British Government looked after 
them. and they had no national questions to 
>iiscus,, Decaw,c 1 he Ferleral Parliament. dealt 
with them. Tlw only dnt.•· of the Queensland 
farmer was _to look after the internal develop­
llH'nt of tlns c;rea.t i crritor": which had been 
i'ntrustcd to (heir care anf) anv Govcrnn1ent 
that would look afte; thc dc.velopment of 
the countrv a.nd extend the.~~r\ settlen1ents and 
popnla.tion' \vo,!ld bo 11·orth v .of its name. He 
did not think that the gt·e~t bodv of electorR 
cared rrn1eh what GoY('rDmf'nt ·wa's in, so long 
az it wa.s doing its duty; L.o\Yards queGn~lancl 
itself. The momben dividccl themselves into 
parties, all(! calicd themselws by one party or 
tho other. hut e-lectors did noic caw so long as 
the GoYernmont \Vas !!Cl ping- to cl'"·elop the 
country. Thrn·o were ;:rca.t nossihilities for 
the d::tirying industry. Jt wasl1ard 1vork, very 
trying work, anr1 if a mombf'r of Parljamerlt 
wanted to p;o in for dairying he would find that 
1+- \vas not as ('a . .::v W':i ;:,1ttiro.s· in Parlian1ent 
Hcusc-cn•n sitting till 11 o'clock at nig-ht. If 
a man went in for dairvino; he had to be at 
if morning. noon. and nlgh( and the ~ahbath 
day as wdl, and he did nof gflt any holidays. 
There was plenty of roClm for the development 
of the dairying industry in Queensland if they 
couH only keep the price of lmrd down. They 
wanted to ke 'P the price of land down to 
'· Iivmg point.·· T\\ r·h-c '~earr:: ago, in speak­
ing at a. public meeting [r1 Brisbane. he· pro· 
ph<>si·od that 1 hey would finrl that the scrub 
lands on the coast of Queensland would bPcome 
thfl best dairying land in the State. and that 
had happened. He saw that tlH•y only had to 
clear the scrub and plant it ''·ith natural 
gmsses to make it good dairying land. He 
hoped the Go c-.'rnmt"lt would not sacrifice 
these scrub lands to cpeculators, because they 
would bo us.dul fur settling hundreds of 
thousands of people, who could exist on a. few 
acres of that land. He paid a. visit to the 
selection of the late member for Nunda.h the 
other day, and ho found he had paspa.lum 
grass growing all over it as high a& the fenue­
in some pla~c,; 5 feet high. That showed the 
richness of the land, r.nd it should he kept 
from spcoulat.un, who -)nly took it up to hang 
on to it and get the enhanced ,~aluc. 

The HoME SECHETARY: I suppose you know 
that l only opened up scrub land that came 
unil.er n1y jurisdiction under per',onal n~si­
dence Gondit.ions. (H8ar, hear!) 

.Mr. SUlVL'\ER: He believed that the hon. 
gentlcnun had clone more for land scttle­
uwnt than anv prcYious l\Iinist0r for Lands 
in (~uccnsland~ 

:\lr. BAHIJER: He might hm·e done more. 
I Laup;hter.) 

l\lr. SU::HKER: He believed the late 
:'vlinister for Lands had always been actuated 
[,,,. the 1>cst motiYcs, and if it could have been 
proved to him that the agency svst(:.In 'vas a 
had OllP for Qu.(~cnsland;· hP~ w~s sure the 
iron. [:C'IItleman would ha.Yo abandoned it. 

The Hc.:v!E SECUETAHY: I consider it wa.s a 

lllr. SL:l\1NKR: There was plenty of room 
for the cxpa.nsron of the fruit industry in 
(Jnef'n';l_aud, and that \vas son1ethi11g he kne1v 
sometJung ahouL He was sorrv that this 
ycar wa.s a had year, but that di~l not affect 
t!w g·cneral principlr•. In the coastal ranges 

[Mr. S11mner. 

of Queen,;laucl they had the best fruit country 
to be found in Australia. and New Zealand. 
(Hear, hear!) Tho Tasmtwian apple people, 
who uontrollecl the apple export trade of Aus· 
tralia, came to (~ucensland last year for the 
first time to get apples to send to Englancl. 
(llear, hear!) T'hat showed the quality of 
the (Juecnoola.nd cmwtry for fruit-growing. 
Formerly they used to grow ten different 
kinds of apples on 2() acr·es of nnntry, but 
in 'rastnania they only grew one variety of 
fruit in so rnan,; acres, and kept a certaill 
<]nani.ity for cxpm·t, allCl that practicP had 
now been adopted in the Stanthorpe district. 
Th<'V had land in that ,listrict on which thev 
could settle hundreds of settlers with thei'r 
families. and they would find the fruit in· 
dustry rernu!Jerative and pleasant to the 
people engaged therein. Not only was that 
the case, but there '"as g-reat room for expan­
sion in many of the by-product'·. If t.hoy 
went into any Quecn-str"ct shop they hac! to 
pay lld. pnr pound for bacon, and the same 
bacon could be bought wholesale in London 
or Liverpool for Gd. per pound. Was it not a 
:-;i~t'iou;:.: stEtc of affairs~that in a counirv like 
l~neensland they had to pay lld. per pound 
for bacon? 

J\Ir. KEOG H': It rs all the better for tho 
farmers. 

l\lr. SUMNER: There was rcom for a tre­
nwndous expansion in the bacon inrlnstry. \Vas 
there a-ny country in the worltl where they could 
keep pigs in the open air and feed tltem rm "" 
little? Amer·ica wos not in it. They had not 
tonehed th"' fringe of Queenslar:.d's rr-;;ources yet~ 
and the tinte had arri\ed when th<"V should take 
n Atep forward in the de< elnpment' of this great 
territory. A great deal had been said about the 
quality of the immigrants t.hat were coming out 
here. He did 11ot sup]WRe they themse]w, were 
very mnch better than the rest when they came 
out. \Vhen he was iu the depot he was locked 
up in gaol, and he did not know that he was cony 
the worse for it. (Laughter.) It was said, 
"Snn1ner is a blackguard,'' and he was brnught 
up the next mo,rning and told he was a g-entle­
Inan. He wa,s an assif'ted im1nigrant, alld \vhen 
he g·ot tn the depOt hP found tlHTe a nic0 dinnPr 
of roast beef and potatne' in jackets, and a man 
stood up and 'pat r-n the beef and 8aid, ''Is that 
the stuff they are giving ll" ?" He (Mr. Snmner) 
sairl-he did not knfH\' what he snirl, hut so1ne 
words ensuerl anrl the man fell clown and broke 
hi, arm. (Lanv.hter) A goorl many of the 
people who were looked upon as undt~ir.'l.hlA 
immlgrantH Vf'I'.\' nHen made the hest innni· 
grants. If the Government could induce a.ny 
able borlierl nJ<·n tn come here, he must be of a 
value of £200 to Queensland, even if he came 
with empty p•1ckets . 

GOVEHN,IENT ]\[EMBERS : Hear, hear! 

1\J r. STTMNER: Every child born in Queene­
hnd hRd to he nnreed, ferl, and educated until 
they werp abont eightePn or ninetf'Pll year~ ot 
ag"", and able tn earn their own living. \\'hat 
did it net the conntn to rlo that? It must cost 
at leRRt £200. He had eig-ht chiJd,en bin"elf, 
and ite knew what it cost him to educate them 
and makH the1n tit to take their plaer; as citizen:.:.; 
of the St:itf•. He believed it cnst hbn at le<Jf<t 
£200 for each one, and if they coulrl get fully 
f'quipped, ~lalwar~ trlPn nf twenty.one year~ of 
age rearly to do their work, brought here for £12 
a head, they must be a very good a-set to the 
conntry. 

GoYERXl\!EN'l' llhcM llEHR : Hear, hear ! 

:VIr. SUMNE ll: The great problem attaching 
to the innnif.!ration rrue~tinn was land settlernPnt 
and reilway•. 
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The l'mnmm : They are part of the same 
scheme. 

:V1r. SUMNER: He had tranlled up North 
during the recess, and in every district with 
railway communication they found successful 
settlement; but when they got away from the 
ratlway they found the people struggling to 
get a living, and when those men were 
settled on the land, unless the Government 
provided them with facilities to get their 
products to market, they would make a failure 
of it. He was going to vote ag.tinst the amend­
ment. beca.us" he belie"·ccl in adding to the 
population. He certainly would impress upon 
rhe Government-he \71las in earnest-he did 
'lOt come there few any fri.-olity-he desired 
to see this great country developed. (Hear, 
hear!) He believed in the country-his 
whole stake was in the country, and his chil­
dren's stake was in the country, and he be­
lieved it was the duty of the Government to 
'cc the State was dcvelopPd. It was one of 
the finest countries in the world. and he 
lwlieved those who came after us would look 
upon l/ueensland as the finest country on 
God's earth. 

The HOME SECHETARY: He desired 
briefly to reply to one or two remarks that 
fell from the hon. meml.Jer for Nunclah. The 
hem. member addressed the Chamber with 
the prestige that properly be!Dnged to a man 
who had made a success of his settlement on 
!he land They were fortunate when they 
H.ad men who were not only able to talk 
about land and land settlement, but were in 
themselves an exemplification of per,onal suc­
cess in "'eh an undertaking. After all, unless 
he were under a misapprehension, the hon. 
member's experience-that was as long as he 
had been in Queeng]and-his experiences in 
Queensland were chiefly suburban. 

1\fr. SIIMNER: Hear, hear ! 

The HOM.E SECRETARY: He was glad 
hi's assurnption 1'las not an incorrect one. 

Mr. SII~!NER: W it.hin 100 mil<es of a rail­
way. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He should sav 
a great deal less. At. all events, not very 
manv miles from thfl suburbs and districts 
around Brisbane. That would explain at 
least some of the statements that the hon. 
member had made-ancl made, he thought 
under a misapprehet1sion. The hon. membc; 
proclaimed that we ought to have the land 
ready here for the people who were coming 
into it. That w<1s an axiom to which, he 
supposed, no one would decline to subscribe. 
The only thing was the expense of doing it. 
He (Mr. Bell) subscribed to that axiom as 
enthusiastically as anyone, and as enthusiasti­
cally as the keenest member in opposition, 
because, after all, they generally found those 
wholcsah axioms, as to what ought to be 
done in the country, proceed from the Oppo­
sition benches-he subscribed as enthusiasti­
cally as anyone to the principle that you 
ought to have the land ready for any number 
of people who might corno here. 

:i\1s. Cono:: The Opposition have not the 
power to bring that about. 

The HOME SECRETAHY: And what was 
more, the Opposition had not the ghost of an 
idea as to how it was to be brought about. 

Govr:RNMENT ~1E1IBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. :\lANK: I gave you a scheme. 

The HO~fE SECRETA HY : The hrm. mem­
ber lllight havA rlone so-he (l\lr. Bell) mil(ht 
have heen nut of the Ch"mber-but he never 
beard it. He had enjoyed for a considerable 

period the privilege of sitting on the same side 
of the Cbamber as the hon. member, and he also 
bad the opportunity, here and elsewhere, of 
discussing that quesr.ion w1th him; but whether 
that was owing to his obtmenese, or whatever 
the reason might be, he did not remember 
receiving any practical suggestion from the hon. 
member. 

Mr. :\L\;o.;N : \Vill you allow me to explain at 
this stage ? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Perhaps that 
would be the1 best cour.-;e to adopt. 

:VIr. MANN said than he had suggeated to the 
hon. gentlemAn that instead of waiting until the 
bnd was designed, and all the work was done in 
the office, the Devtrtment might allow men to go 
upon the land. He had made that suggestion t<J 
tbe hon. f!en tlernan, who asked him to see the 
Surveyor-General. He saw that gPntlernan 
about one case where men were \Vait.ing six or 
,;even months before the licenses to occupy were 
sent up. The Surveyor-General had told him 
the tt'll difficulty was the lack of draughtsmen 
to design the la,nd, not the lack of snrveynrs to 
make the preliminary surveys. That was one 
suggestion at least that he had made, and those 
men were allowed to go on the land before the 
designs were completed. 

The HOME SECRETARY: 'rhat w"s an 
arrangement made some time before he left 
office. 

Mr. MANN: No; this happened since you 
left office. 

'I' he HOME SECRE'l'ARY: He httd discussed 
the m~tter several times with the Surveyor­
General and the Chief Staff-Surveyor as to 
whether men might not go on the land after the 
preliminary ;urvey was made; but it was pointed 
out that there was a great de~l of danger in 
doing it-that a man might put his inwrovements 
in the wrong place, and there were distinct dis­
abilities attaching to such an undertaking, al­
though in some instances it might be done. They 
decided to do it before he left office. 

Mr. ,T. :\11. HUNTEH : That bappened in my 
electorate. 

The H0:\1.1<: SECRETARY: It was easier 
to do that sort of thing 1n open country than in 
thick scrub country. The delay that the hon. 
member for Cairnil complained about in regard 
to the tableland behind Cairns was due to the 
fact that a survey in jungle land WRS at dious <1nd 
prolonged work. They heard a lot about 
Canada. That country was always held U[J as 
an exemplar. There were wme Queanslanders 
who went to Canada and came back ; and he had 
them brought to the Surveyor-General to learn 
what the Canadian practice was. They found 
that the !and there was wrveyed before the 
people were put on it; and it was surveyed 
under ronclitionf' far more favourable for 
expeditious survey than prevailed in Queens­
land. 'rhey had hundreds of Illiles of prairie 
where surveying was pmetical!y like drawing 
.squares npon a rnap. Then, again, they had not 
got the difficulty that was experienced in (.,lueens­
land in connection with water. In Queensland 
acces:-) to watE~r \Vas the first con~idt:'rrttiou in 
deRigning a tract of country for selection. 
Allusion had been made to the report that :Mr. 
Gordon Graharr1 had made upon the Canadian 
systenL ThA Prernier haJ very wisely, when 
in Lond~m, Rent JYir. Gordon Graham to Canada 
to report upon their system. He (1\tr. Bell) was 
responsible for Mr. Gordon Graham-with the 
sanction of the Premier-going to London, as hG 
told the Premier 1\Ir. Graham was a good man, 
and nbtainPfl his s:mction to his going C)\~er. He 
did not think anybody had yet read Mr. 

Hon. J. T. Bell.l 
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Graham's report, but he was tolrl by a ruan 
who s:>w a letter written by ::\Ir. Graharn, 
that that gentleman ""'d tba't Canada could 
not teaco Queensland much in the matter 
of ]Jlltting- people on the land. It all came 
back to this-that they had got to survny 
the l"nd before tbey put tbe people upon it; 
and tlmt riependc 1 upon the number of sur­
Yeyors engaged in the ta«k of preparing the land, 
and the number of people waiting· for l~nd. He 
mentioned the other night that when he took 
office there were about fifty-four land surveyors 
m Qneensland. He mane every effort to increase 
the number, and the department had scrained 
every nerve to get surveyor;. vVhen he left otfice 
there were lOG men eHgaged in preparing land 
for settlement. He believed those 106 surveyors 
were so rapidly preparing the land that the re­
proach which harl been hnr!ed at the department 
hitherto would cease before very long. He for­
got the figures, but he thought he was correct in 
saying that dnring the next two r.r three months 
an area exceeding several hundrecls of thousands 
-he believed it ran into 1,000,000 or 2,000,000-
additional acres would be ready for settlement; 
so that, he ventured to think, hon. members 
would find that the Lands Department hnd not 
been workin!! on such wrong line' after all. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: I have allowed 
the hon. gentleman to go on because. to some 
extent, he is replying to the remarks made by 
the hon. member for NnnJah. In an indirect 
way, the administration of the Lands Depart­
ment has to do wHh the question of immigration; 
but I would point out to the hon. gentleman 
that he is dealing t•lO much with land adminis­
tration. I would ask him to connect his remarks 
directly with the f[uestion of immigration, which 
is now before the Committee. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The Actino­
Chairm>Ln might be right., bnt what he had bee~ 
saying was in_ the direction of showing that they 
had been gettmg land rearly for the people whom 
they proposed to bring tn Queensland as a result 
of the vote at present before the Committee. He 
would like to refer to the statement mJ.de by the 
hon. member for ~undah in connection with the 
Germans who settled on Boffie Creek. The hon. 
member described the conditions under which he 
hacl seen them there, and said that there was a 
delay in getting the land ready, and he alsa 
gave a distinctly rlepreciatory account of the 
land on which they were settled. He wished 
to tell the. hon. member that the J ... ands 
Department took no responsibility whatever 
for those Germans settling in that particular 
locality. It was one of several areas that were 
indicated to the representative of those people­
the man who was responsib]P for them coming 
to Queemland-and he chose it deliberately. 
He had allowed him to have the ]and at the 

lowest price that the land laws per· 
[5 p.m.] mitted, and he lost no time in telling 

off a Rnrveynr to go from another 
district ond prppare that land for settlement and 
no responsibility anrl no reproach attached t~ the 
Lands Department for tbe presence of these 
people there, or for their condition. He could 
only say that nothing had reached him, or 
reached the Lands De!Jartment, which led him 
to think that the,e Germans regretted they 
went there, and cortainly nothing of a pessimistic 
nature had been he,trd Of. 

The SEomcTA!lY FOR PuDLIO \VonKs: Pa,tor 
Kiemayer told me that they were thoroughly 
satisfied. 

The HOME SECRETARY: As the Chief 
Secretary jnst mentioned to him, you could not 
~o anywhere in a garden without seeing things 
Ill a rough state. 

[Hon. J. T. Bell. 

:i\Ir. J\IA:-!S : The Chief Secretary knows noth­
ing :>bout it. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: He supposed he 
knew a great deal more thtm some people who 
talked a grett\ deal ah0ut it. He was glad to 
hear the interjection of the Secretary for Public 
'Works that the Germans whom the· hon. mem­
ber for N undah helcl up as an example of the 
neglect of the Land.<De!Jartment were contented. 
After f>ll, the proof of the puclding w:1s in the 
eating. When these people had been on the 
land some time, Pastor Niema_yer approached 
the department aoncl h<id he wanted to get some 
more land for another German group, and he 
chose some land on the Binjour plateau, near 
Gaynda.h. 

The PREl!IER : Pastor Niemayer thanked us 
for what we had done. 

The H0:'.1E SECRETARY: Another matter 
he wished to refer to was thi.s: The hon. member 
for Xundah talked about the Government having 
sold, or told off for selection, tt quantity of land 
for agricultural selectors. He had specially told 
off a surveyor-he thought it was Mr. Lewis-to 
go down there; they tol~k hirn away from 9otne 
other district and put him on this work. The 
point he wished to bring out was this: The hem. 
member for Nundah talked about some past 
Gnv~rnrnent opening land H·'l ag:rieultund land, 
whereas it did not in the least degree de,serve 
such a term. 

Mr. Sl':ITNER: Hear, hear! 

The HOME SECRETAHY: He thoup-ht the 
hon.member wasundera misapprehension. NoGo­
vernment, under any L1nd Act that he was a ware 
of, ever definitely or formally proclaimed the cha­
racter of the land when it was thrown open for 
selection. It was thrown open under a particular 
tennre, and those who wanted land could go and 
inspect it, and determine what they would do. 
He had never heard of any government throwing 
land open, and saying, "This is first-class agri­
cultural land .. , The hon. member had fallen 
into the fashion that a number of people in 
Queensland had fallen in' o who were not inti­
mately acquainted with our land Jaws; they 
itnagined frmn land being- termed "Dgricultural 
hon1estead:o:," or "agrjcultural fanns," that the 
land offered was agricultural land. As a matter of 
fact, it might be so, but these terms "agricul­
cnltural farms~' and "agricultural hnmesteads" 
simply meant under a p>nticnlar tenure. There 
were 1,2SO-acre unconditional selections, and they 
were not Rnbdivided. It was an erroneouR deducw 
tion to make, that as a consequence the land was 
not fit for agriculture,. Before yon took up the 
land you had to take two or three weeks for 
consideration. The hon. gentleman had told 
them that he was a political economist, and went 
back to Adam Smith. 

Mr. Suo!NER: You know as well as I do that 
it is right. 

The H011E SECRETARY : He did not say 
it was not. He merely de~ired to .,ay that there 
was ne fixed rule fnr anything u11der the sun. 
There was a time when the greatest hrains of 
F.ngland used to think that the nxioms of free 
trade w~re in,·iolable. \Ve h~d men like John 
Stuart l\Iill and Richard Cobden talking about 
freetrade and its tenets as though they were 
invioLtble principles of univer~~al anplication. 
These little things g•>t whittled away by ex­
perience, and they began to find it ,.]1 depended 
upon the condicions that 8Urrounded these par­
t'cular axioms, as to whether they were illimit­
ably and in violably true. He would like to 
point out, in connection with these agricultural 
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farms, that before land could be cultivMed y.m 
had to ha\'8 two or three factor~, and the r.:hief 
factor of "ll was the Jlerwual factor. 

:VIr. SC.\lNER: Good lanrl. 

The HO :liE SECRETARY: There was some­
thing lJetLer than good land. To have good 
settlement you must have a goocl settler. '!'hey 
talked about inunigmti<m--

;\Ir. MANN: I beg to move that the qqestion 
be now put. (LaughtEr.) The hon. gentleman 
i,; stonewalling. 

The HOME SEC:RE'l'ARY: He thought he 
could answer straight what the answer of the 
Chairman would be-that it was entirely frivo­
loth•. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: While I have 
the j•1risdicti.m of the Chair to say whether the 
matter has been sufficiently discussed, I must 
say that at the present time the discussion has 
not been sufficient. (Hear, bear! and hug·hter.) 

Mr-. MANN: I want to discuss the L•md; Esti­
mates, and I cannot. The bun. gPntleman is 
stonewalling. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He had never 
known an hon. me m otr who had had so much to 
say in so short a time as the hon. member for 
Cairns had had this session. He wanted to 
make his point clear tu the hon. rnember for 
Nunctah, when he said these a.gricul ural farms 
baLl been taken up, and we saw no agricnltuml 
farms there, and consequently the deduction 
was--

Mr. SnrXEH: That the land is not fit for 
agriculture. 

The HO~!E SECR~'TARY: Thttt is whctt 
he \vas going to deal with. In the \-aHt tnajority 
of agricultural farms in this country thitt were 
not Cilltivated, th•· land was fit for cultivation-­
that eithtr they had not gut the right men on 
the land, or they had not g,jt the rig·ht market, 
or they had not got cr1mmnuication~. After all, 
the three chief Lhings in wcce'"ful settlement 
was good land, commnnic:atim1, and market, and 
-above all-the right kind of man on the land. 

l-loNOGHABLE ~IRMBEBS : Hear, lle<:tr ! 

The HO:\IE SECUETARY: After all. the 
great thing in the world'-l aff,tir:s was the 1-Jel'~unal 
equation. And the personal cqnation ;vould 
loorn aR large, and he as inten~·ely vital, in the 
grentest i'ucialistic arr~ngrment that any party 
could devi"·e or t ring about.. They could never 
eliminate the personal equation. r'i_nd in rFgal d 
to land settlelnPnt. and the development nf the 
country by )JUtting people on the land, over and 
ahovA cnmmunicrttion, market, and good suil, the 
real thing 'vas to have tl1e l'ig.·1t killd pf n1cn on 
the land. He was extremely <•blig-ed to the 
hon. HH'lHber for N undah for the ki11Jly compli­
nlent he paid him in connt:ction with hi':l efforts 
to settle JJeople on the land. \Vha' he did be 
could not have done wit.hout the consent of his 
culleagueR, for it, was part and parcel of the 
}Jo1icy nf the Government. The inauguration ()f 
the public estate improvement fund, as he 
said on a prev.iou" oecasion, was distillctly the 
~mggeRtinn of the Preruier; and the OppoRition, 
keen critics as they Wt:'rc, never Raid a 'vord 
aC'Out that fund. He ventured to say that at 
the back of their minds, though it would not 
suit their book to admit it, there was a keen 
sense of appreciation of thA action of the Go­
vernrnent in initiating that nPW departure, 
under which the department prepared roads, 
sank wells, r.nd did everything pcssible to make 
the lot of the selector when he got on the land 
happy. A great deal had been said in condemna­
tion of the agency systrm of introducing people 
for settlement on the land. He was entirely 

res]Jonsible ftlr that ,..;;vstcrn. }le had said more 
tha-n tmec> that he reLO.~nised tbt~ danr;er at tacbed 
to it and that be "''as ready, a.s far as he was 
con~erned, to ;1bandon it thP rnomPnt he ~aw 
nny e\-il ariBing front it. But he challenged any 
body to C'mle fur ward and say tba t there Lad 
Leen a.ny serious scandai under th::tt. ~ystenJ. He 
did not. think t hrrt ... ny re:::pon::-~ible rnan could 
c<)1ne forward, atHi, with a..n~· justification, say 
that thP system had not succeeded. 

Mr. \V. H. BAHNES: It is a good thing it i·•· 
going to Le done away with all the same. 

The HOME SECKETARY: The hon. Inem­
her was entitled to his view, but he did not know 
why the hon. member held that view. 

::'dr. AILIISTIWNG: I do not agree with him. 

The HO:Y1E SECRETARY: He was glad to 
hear tha~, from a rnernbPr who represented a Jarge 
settled constituency. The system was, after all, 
payment by results. 

The ACTING CHAIR!\IAX: Order! I <"m 
sorry to interrnpt the hon. member, but I am 
afraid his remarks are scarcely connected with 
the question before the Committee, and unless 
th~ hou. member connects them with the ques­
tion before the Committee, he will not be in 
order. 

The HOl\IE SECHETARY : He thought 
the Acting Chairman was perfectly right, and 
that he was straying somewhat from the matter 
under di,cu," -ion. But he "ished to say that 
tlwngh he had hc'lrd allusions to the evil" of the 
land a~ency system he had ne,·er perceived what 
they were. \Vith regard to retaining hnd for 
gruups, he wished it to be clettrlv understood 
that such land was set a"ide for only a brief 
t·eriod, ancl the agent was informed that unle~s 
he got his gruup filled within a ce-rtain reriod 
the ltmcl would not be reserved for that purpose. 
Before be left the department he alte>·ed tr,e 
system, :1r1d decidPd tbat all grcnpR f'hou~d be 
made up inside the department. He migl>t he 
wrong in hi~ anticipation:;, but he was afraid 
that it would be fuund after they hail put an 
end to the agency :-:y~tE:m--the syst.em of pay­
rnent by n:sultR-·-th~--re \\'onld be a gradual 
diminutwn in the volume of land settlement. 
But whether he was right or wrong in that 
assumption he thongb t that no fair-nlinded 
1na.n could say that any nli~:;take was 1nade 
in introducing the t<gency Rystem. Htm. lllem­
ben" ought not to be cnnlented v.ith \ague 
allusion~ to the danf_:er~ of thH systen1, but 
shoulcl be ]Jrepared t,v submit definite concrete 
ex,mples of tile evilo it ht~d wrongh t, if it had 
'\Vl'OIJght any. Those definite cuncrete exnmples 
had never been brought fonvarcl. One othAr 
thing· he would say, ancl that was that the 
House and the country were entitled, whenever 
they heard penple criticising the bnd l• w", lo 
af.lk that, inRtead of denouncing therr1 in a vague, 
wholesale way, there shonld be a definite con­
crete Htat~--'nlent put forward to their amendment. 
The lancl laws of this country consisted of "'long 
series of section~, anrl the only way to i mprPve 
the la\\'S \Vas by anwnding tho~e sections, and 
any man who wanted to Ue a true an1ender and 
improver of the land laws should pnt his sngges­
tintiR in the tor m of a section or sections. But 
when mHmbers wer,-:~ ch,lrg~d with 1naking unfair 
statements about the land laws, in,-tead ,,f sug­
gesting a definite amendment, they took refuge 
behind the expresoion, "Have cheap land ready 
for the people." They did not show bow that 
could be clone, and he ,aid th>tt no man was 
worth listening to who condemned the existing 
order of things and did not come forward with a 
practical, wcll·defined suggestion for the im­
provement of the system. 

Hon. J. T. Bell.l 
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Mr. WALKER (Wide Bay) wished to make a 
few remarks on the ques·_ion before the Com­
mittee, and he would not occupy much time. 
They knew that the discussion must close 
to-night, and that wveral members wanted to 
speak, so it was only fair to be brief in order 
that other members might have a chance of 
speaking. (Hear, hear!) He approved of the 
vote for immigration, which he did not think was 
a bit too much; at the same time he realioed that 
it would not do to go in for indi"crirnioate imnli­
gration to the injury of our workmen ancl those 
engaged in commercial life. The first consideration 
should be to get "' proper class of people, and he 
was opposed to the present system ofpayingn,gents 
so much a he1d for the people they induced to 
come here. Of course their sole object wn,s to get 
as many as they could to come out in order 
that they might get all the more money. He 
thought the proposal to send half a dozen farmers 
from Queensland to lecture to the people in the 
old country was a step ohead of the pre:,ent 
system; but he t],ought it would be better still 
to get half a dozen farmer• in the old country tc> 
come here and see what opportunities there were 
for people who wished to settle on the land, and 
then go hc,n1e and tell the people there what 
they had seen. (Hear, hear!) There had been 
a good deal uf criticiEm with regard to the cla'" 
of people coming here. He thought it would be 
as well to go over to the depot and see for him­
self before critici,ing, so he went over there this 
morning and had a talk with the men, who were 
a first-class lot. It surprised him that the 
Agent-General could send out such a good lot of 
1nen. 

Mr. HAl\IIW'ON: Nobody complained of the 
physical condition of the immigrants. 

Mr. WALKER : It had been stated that the 
medical examination was a farce. He questioned 
five or six of those men and found that the 
doctor made them strip, and the examination 
was ns seven~ as the Inen ''7 ho went to South 
Africa had to undergo. He also questioned 
them as to the statements made to them in the 
old country, anrl they told him thaL no mislead­
ing statements were made t.o them, that they 
cmne out entirely on th. ir own, having read 
repnrt<-1 a~ to onr climate and other rnatters. He 
also ascertained that two or three of the ,ingle 
n1en and two or three families were engaggd to 
come here. \Vith regard to the report of the 
rate of wn,ges paid to workmen in QuePnsland, 
he regretted that a n1istalm bad been made by 
stating that l5s. a week was the rate paid for 
ordinary farm wcrk. 'l'he p:1y •huuld have been 
stated at 15s. a week n,nd rn,tiuns; but the u.<nal 
rate was £1 a week and mtions. If they carried 
the anumdrnvnt t!J reduce the vote, they would be 
doing :1 gnat injury to thH Torres Strait service, 
because only abont one-third of the number of 
irnmigrants ·would Le brought out, and the service 
would be rnn at a lo.ss. 

Mr. fiA)llLTON: They will get the subsidy 
whether they carry immigrants or not. 

Mr. \VALK:ER: They would got the money, 
and it would t1e a loss as far as the country was 
concerned. If they were going in for an immi­
gntion policy they must settle people on the 
land. He wtts g·iven to understand that the 
reason why Uanada wa' ahead of Qneensbnd in 
the matter of settling people on the land was 
becn,nse they had surveys made before the people, 
came to the C•nmtry, and the land was ready for 
them when they arrived. Years ago the ol<l 
Philp Government had survey« made before 
selection. 

Mr. lVlANN: Poor land that was never taken up. 

Mr. WALKER: Within two miles of his own 
home six blocks of land adjoining one another were 

[llfr. Walker. 

taken up recently. That land was surveyed by 
the old Philp (lovernment, and was lying idle 
for a number of years. The :\linister for Lands 
had !•ointed out how the scarcity of surveyors 
some time ago had contributed to the difficulty of 
ha,ing plenty of land available. One mistake 
made with regard to land settlement in some 
place.s was that people took up too large an area. 
On the Biackal! Hange people had taken up 500 
or 600 acr~s of the finest fruit growing country 
in Queensland, am! if they hml taken up only 40 
acres it would have been quite enough for any 
of them. He knew a man on the Blackall 
R,wge with 10 acres under fruit cultivation, and 
his returns last year amounted to nearly £200. 
He considered that land in this country should 
be classed as fruitgruwing, agricultural, dairy­
ing, and grazing land, and the n1axin1unt area to 
be taken up should be fixed. It had been stated 
that the descriptions on maps with respect to the 
kind of soil, etc., were sontetirnes rnisleading. 
He did not think that such was the case, 
because a surveyor who wilfully placed falee 
marks on a map was liable to be punished 
severely-in fact, was liable to be dismissed. 

In every case where the map wn,, 
[5.30 p.m.] marked it could be relied on as 

being fairly accurate. He would 
lik8 to eee immigrants introduc"d from the de­
fence standpoint. Queensland had a big coast­
line to defeud, and any member who had any 
idea of the fighting qualities of a nation should 
never oppose this estimate of £ii0,000 for immi­
gration. If an invasion was made, the popula­
tion of Queensland would not he sufficient to 
supply enough truops to defend it. All the 
vacant Sf>aces wante<l to be lilled up, and, when 
that was done, they could go in for a system of 
defHnce. He hoped the v,>te would be Cnrried. 

Mr. P A YNE (llfit<'hcll) : The Government 
had put the ga.g on ar1d yet the Governn1ent sup­
porters were monopolising the whole of the time 
that was left for members to make their speeches. 
(L ,ughter.) He did not apply these remarks to 
the hon. gentleman who just sat down. But 
there was three times a' much talk on the 
Government side aR on the Oppmdtion side since 
the Government put the gag on them. 

The ::\ECHETAitY FOrt RAILWAYS: \Vhat about 
the last four weeks? 

1\Ir. PAYNR : He did n1t think that was a 
bir thing. (Hear, hear 1) Surely the least the 
Government could do was to allow the Opp"si~ 
tion to have sorne day between now and ] 0 
o'clock at night, when the guillotine wnuld fall. 
The attitude the Labour party took up on the 
question of immigration was that they did not 
wanL men to be brought out to flood the already 
overcrowded labour nHtrket in (lt1eensland. 
(Hear, hear!) He regretted very much, wbile 
the qnestinn nf indented Jabunrer~ waR being dis­
cw:;sed, to hear the hon. 1nember for Aubigny 
say that the working men in Central Queemland 
were a lot of loafers. A 1nore incorrect st aternent 
wa~ never 1nade in the CharnLer, a8 there were 
less ln<tfers amongst the working men in Central 
(,lueensland than amongst the workers in any 
other part of the State. The members repre­
senting pastoral districto had ]>•'inted out that 
there wa::; no .-:carcity of labour in those distaicts, 
oo wby should the Govmnment pack a lot of new­
chums out ir,to the paotoral districts without 
first ascertaining whether there was any place for 
thmn to go to work? The fact was that the new­
chums would pnsh ont the old hands who had 
been there for some time, and take their places. 
The Premier had shown them a list of the 
wages paid in the pastoral districts of Queens­
land. That list was provided by the Pastora­
lists' Association, and it was a most misleading 
list. There was no mn,n working in the pastoral 
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industry in Centnd QueenHland fur £1 a week, 
~nle.:5S it \\Jild a n1an who had passed the prin1e of 
hfe, an? he was given a j11b at Loundary riding or 
snmelhmg like that. After tbe House adjourned 
the previous ntght he went tu the Premier and 
asked him to seriously look into this list uefore 
he was guided uy it, "nJ the Premier s~i-l, "Can 
you i)ive 1!18 :;ome proof?" He (i\Ir. Payne) asked 
lnm 1f he would take the assurance of the secre­
tary of the Australian IV orken,' Union at Long­
Teach, and the Premier Raid, "No." He then 
:tsked what proof could he get, as he had not 
time to run around the l\litcbell electorate get­
ting ruen to say what wages they ·were paid. The 
asmrance ot the secretary of the Australian 
\Vmkers' Union ought to be good enough. 

:\fr. HA;\!!LTOX : There was a day when he 
would take it. 

:\Ir. WooDs: That day might come again. 

:\lr. P A YXE : The Premier should have got a 
list frnm the secretary of the Australian 
\Vorkers" Union, as well as the list from the Pas­
toralists' Association, and then he would have had 
thetwoli,ts to guide him. The men in the \Vest 
were only kept employed rluring shearing time, 
and if anyone went out \Vest in the off season 
they would find these men camped about rivers 
an<fstaying in boarding-houses and hotels and 
having nothing to do. As the Pastorali't'' As­
sociation had been asked to give the wages paid, 
was it natural to expect that they were ,;roing to 
say trmL they paid big wages? 

Hon. R. PHILP: Can you name one in that 
list, that is not correct? 

Mr. HA1IILTON : The men that are being 
brought out are getting le"' tlmn the average 
wages tnentioned in that list. 

)1r. P "' YXE: That list was not sufficient to 
go by. If he had known that matter was coming 
un, he would have been able to get some facts to 
show that the wages mentioued in t.he list were 
incorrect. 

Hon. R. PHI LP : "'a me one station in that Ji,t 
.:that is incurrect. Can you name one? 

)1r. P A YNE : He could name two or three. 
Hon. U. PHILP: 2'\ame them. 

:\Ir. P A YJ'\E : As a matter of fact, they had 
taken the st1tions in Queensland that were 
paying the lowe8t wag~s, and the stations paying 
tbt< best wages were not included. The Labour 
pMty were not opposecl tn immigration; all 
they asked was that Lhe immigrants should not 
be broughL out and dntuped do\vn ,\·here there 
was an a!ready big number of 111en who could 
not get employment. In Central Queensland, 
aiong the banks of the rivero and billabongs, 
they would find men camped at the present 
tirne, bL::ause the bu~y season was OVI:'r and 
there was nothing for them to do. If the Go­
vurnrnent were in earne::;t in wanting to bring 
imn!igrant~ out it would. l1e right enough if they 
could be settled on the land, but they should not 
be sent to any pla2e where there was no employ­
ment to be bad, and thereby add to the hard­
ohip" of the people already there. That w<ts not 
right. 
* l\1r. BARBEE (JJmula!Jel"g): During the 
debate this morning the honourable and gallant 
colonel, the hon. tJJernber for Burrurn, n1ade a 
statement to the effect that cert>tin cane-cutting 
gangs in the Burrum district had drawn cheques 
during the past cutting season for over £100. He 
(.Yfr. Barber) interjected that that was not correct, 
but the hon. member persiEted in his statement. 
He had procured some information since that 
statement was made, and he found that his in­
terjection was absolutely correct. 

Hon. R. PHILP : \V hat about the man who cut 
10 tot1S a day, whc; was over seventy years of age? 
He would earn more than £100. (Laughter.) 

:\1r. BARBER: Yes. He supposed it was 
seven years Bince he had made that statement, 
and he was prepared to st<tnd by it now, and J,e 
could bring witnesses from Bundaberg to prove 
that that man did it. It wa; stated that one 
gang rn>\de a cheque of £100. The cheque was 
really between £U5 and £96. 

The SECRlcTAHY FOR HAILWAYR: That is near 
enough. 

Mr. BARBER : 'It was not £100. Last 
year tbe highest cheque was £!l8. The hon. 
member had made that statement to prove that 
it was poseiblc for anyone to go into the cane­
cutting bnsiness and earn a large amount of 
money. In accordance with the usual state­
ments made in the House by hon. membe!'H who 
represented constituencies like the hon. member 
did, he took the highest figures he could get. 
\Vhile that one particular gang migl1t have made 
that cheque, be did not think there was another 
gang that <'arned more the~n £60, and very fAw atJ 
that. As a matter of fact, they had struck a very 
good crop ; the cane was not affected by frosts, 
and they were working two or three months. 

The TREASUltlm: That shows it was possil.Jle. 

Mr. BARBER: Accord in!! to Scripture, "Ail 
things are possible." The leader of the Opposi­
tion had moved an amendment to reduce the 
immigration vote from £53,000 to £23,000, and 
he intended to sur,port that amendment. He 
was not prepared to vote for the spending of a 
large sum of money to bring immigrants to this 
country while there was a large Humber of 
unemployed in Queensland. Hon. members on 
the other oide stated that there was a scarcity 
of labonr in Qneensland. That was not a correct 
statement. He could aRsure the Committee that 
not only in the Bundaberg district but also in 
the other sug-ar districts there was a big surplus 
of labour. As a matter of fact, during the past 
two months over 200 men had reciistered their 
names for en1ployment, and so far only about 
forty or fifty had obtained work. 

The SEUHETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: Can't they 
get work on the Boyne Valley line juHt now? 

Mr. BARBE 8.: About forty or fifty wc,re 
sent there·. 

The SEC[(E'l'ARY FOH RAILWAYH: 'What about 
the \V in ton line? 

Mr. BARBER: All the lines were full at the 
present ti1ne. The labour ingpector in Bund.t­
berg bad done hi,. best to get positions for those 
men on the line. He applied himself very 
closely to his work, and if at all po'"ible he 
would secure work for those men, but there was 
a very large number of unemployed there since 
the plantations cut out. 

The SEmm'rAHY FOil RAILWAYS: TIJA Dalby 
to Tar-a line is starting next munth. 

Mr. BARBER : That was a long way for 
them to g-o. Probably after the nice rains 
that had fallen a number of the men would 
be put on chipping in the New Year. 1Iany 
of them had Leen looking for work for the 
la•t two or three months, and only about 
forty or fifty had been placed on the rail way 
lines. As a matter of fact, some of the men 
wh,, had already been brought to Queens­
land during the last twelve months had not been 
able to secure more than three months' work, 
and while tbat state of things existed, he 
thought the Committee would be taking a very 
foolioh action in spending a lot of money to 

Mr. Barber.] 
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induce other people to come here. Personally, 
h: thtmght that l"\'ety encouragement shonid be 
given to reople who wPrt:: already here to nomi~ 
nate their fcit'nds. 

M,,_ D. HcNTJW: \V.m't. they colllpete in the 
labour tuarket jnst as well a~ the other"? 

::VIr. HAHBEK: The people who came here 
uw1er the nnminatl()Il sy~'.ern were not likely to 
becorue a_burden on the St!tte, because the people 
\'>'ho nmrunated them WOilld bt~ abh~ tu lo~Jk after 
thern nntil thr~y coul,t tak0 C"trA of thernselvel:'. 
~rhe SPcretary for \Vork.s got away altogether 
In th_~ .clouds whm1 he .wa.-.; painting the f'plendid 
cond1t10ns that prevailed in Queenslan,L As 
one who h•t.i trave;Jed over the b ·,t part of the 
glob :, he believed that Queenbland was the best 
country in the univcrbe, j)r<l\'ided that they 
wen.t on rig:ht line,,, He had a] way a been under 
the trnpre;;siOn tnat they adopted wrong methods 
in regard to settling people on our lands. One 
of the grea~est t,nist.ak.es was this : In looking 
m·er the Vttal Statistics for the 1 <st tweh-e 
month~, he noticed that the deJ.th rate of 
children under five years of age was 1,400. A 
!arge number of people were ~,t [.Jl'esent living 
m congested centres of populatwn, aml if facili­
ties were given to those people to settle on the 
land, many of those young lives might be 
saved. The hon. member for Croydon had 
read_ ~~ contri?uti0n appectring in the "Lone 
!:fand mag1z111e from the Hon. ,T. C. \Vatson, 
m. reference to rlefence. One of the principal 
th1ogs that Ylr. \Vatson advocated was the 
bun~ting-up of lArge estates by 1neans of a gradu~ 
att-'<cl land tax, and preparinq thoRe lands for 
the penJ,Jie they brought to Anstralia. ln the 
opinion of nwst hon. mernber.-; on that Ride of the 
Cha1nber, th<.tt was one of the great eF::;entiaL:; in 
populating Auiltralia. \Vhat they objected to 
was the G')vermnent of (~ueen~laud endeavouring 
to bring out people when the land was not rr_.ady 
for thenL He 'uppo,e•l that at present thPre 
were 1,000 peor,le who had applied for land 
and therd WH.S 110 lal1d rPacly f\n~ thern. ' 

The SEOF~h'TARY FOH PUBLIC L.\~·n;..;: No. 

}le. BARBER: He had !ward the hon. gentle­
nun' a,\ th::t.t there were ahout 450 applications 
for Lmd rct, Atborton. 
. The s,:CRRTAl<Y b'Ol\ PCHLIC LAXJJS: But there 
1~ a ~ongr~tinn there for which the department 
are not blamable. 

Mr. llAitBER: Probablv not· but there 
wero 400 in Dnndalwr.£.{", and ·how 1n'any in other 
places he did not kuow. Tho'o peojJle got tired 
of waiting for land. Some nf them bad \Vaitt~d 
for week~, and oth~r..; for nwnths. Before other 
P.eople were bn nght here they should ;,:i,·e facili­
tle~ to thetr U\ ... '11 people and to petlple fr.1tn the 
neighbouring States to get land. He knew a 
great deal of good W<lrk had been done bv the 
bte Secretary for Lands, bnt he did not think 
the hon. gent!em:.n had done all he mioht have 
don a. l-Ie dirl not t>eem, j n tho opinion Zf nta.nv 
peop~~' to rise ~o the O?\~sion. The Secretar}.,. 
for JY1llles and \Vorks mtght he able to a,si.,t in 
8ettling- sorr,e people on the land. He believed 
there was a large area of valuablf~ r-;crub land 
held by the Mines Department at i\Iount Lar­
coml.Je. A friend of his had secured 80 acres and 
had taken his family there, and he bad told him 
(.\fr. BRrber) that he would be satisfied if he 
could cultivate 40 ac1e., of it, as it was splendid 
s.crub land that would grow anything. He would 
hke the hon. gentleman t" ascertain ho'-V much 
of that land there was. There were a number 
of men in the Bundaberg district who would be 
prepared to put in applications for some of it. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES AND \VoRKS: I 
might inform the hon. member that the usual 
course is for applications for land to be made to 

[Mr. Barber. 

the Lands Department. The Lands Department 
request the opinion of the ::VIinEs Dep,;rtment. 
The i\Tines Depn.r~ tnent then ge.G a report from 
their warden as to the condi1iofl of the land with 
rcsard. to m_ining, and if there is no ohjectinn, 
the ,J,lmes Department do not raise any to its 
btJing opened to '\election by the Land, 'Depart­
!Uent. 

Mr. BARBER hoped the hon. gentlem m 
would go into til' matter, a-< he under,tond that 
there was a lar;;e :trea of splendirl 'crub ]an<l 
there. The lJreReilt Rystem of selec' ing in1tni­
grants had bEen cnnden\ned by son1R hon. meaJ­
l_Jer' and eulogised by otliers. During the Ltst 
rew months he lutd ecnne across StHlle of those 
who had been sent out to the State; and, while 
he found that some of them were good agricul­
tural labourers, a nu1nber were 1nechanics. He 
did not know what method of selection was 
adopted; but, while the matter was being dis­
cussed, he was reminded of an experiencP of his 
own in connection w1th the inspection of a medical 
officer at Calcmtta, when fever waR ruaing there. 
The doctor u"ed to board the shiJ,J D and order 
everyone on board to put out his tongue, and he 
would also feel their pulse. But it got to 
be monotonous after [t time, so he rounded 
them np on the poop, and then sang out, 
"Puls£~8 !'' "Tongues ont !'' 1-Ie was inclined 
to think that the medical examination of immi­
grants in then'd country waswmethinglike that, 
because Dr. Taylot p 1inted ont in another i'lace 
tbe other dJ.y that one or tw(, of the in11nigrants, 
at any ntte, were php:;ically unfit to come out. 
Probably the medical examination had been lax. 
La't year a number of men had been indented 
and had gnne to the 11os>man Hiver nnder en­
gagements for ~ix and twelve rnonLhs. He nndrr­
st<wd that the employers had collected £i\ frum 
their \vagrs dnring the ti.rst two month~, and that 
in m.any ca:-;es ttle agreements had not been 
carri8d out. nor had the monev been returneO to 
the men. Re would ask t.he Pre1nier who held 
that monE:-.y? \Vas it the Uovt>rnmt:nt '! 

The PHE:\!IER: Yes. 

Mr. BARBER: And who was to get it? 
The PnE~liER: That will depend np"n what 

the Directm of L,bonr says'" to who des<-nrs 
it. The men will get it if they Je>ern• it. The 
Governrntnt will get it if neith€r 1nan nor ntaster 
desen:es to get it. 

1lr. IVOODS: Seeing that there was a large· 
n.umber nf members yet to ,pe:tk on this ques­
tiOn, and that there were only three hours in 

which the question could be clis­
[7 p.n1.] cu~~ed, it was not hi::; intent.ion to 

Jelay the Oomn:ittee at any length, 
bnt he must certainly refer to one or two !-itate~ 
rnent8 which hHd been m1.rlr. Bef11re doing- E<o, 
he would point out what he considered an in­
justice on the part of some of tbe J\Iinh;ters 
since thi8 nwt!on \VaR carried. The H-orne Sec~ 
reta.ry rn.-..e in his place thit' afternoon to reply 
to the hon. member for Nnndah, bnt he t.bought 
he could safely say that the hon. gentieman 
never touched the point at all. He did not sav 
that in any ofFensive \vay, but after a Inot.ion <)f 
this kind had been ca.rried the Government 
should have more consideration for n1e111bers 
whom they h>td tied down to a limited discns­
.siun. 11 he Prenlit-r, in reply to the bon. 
member for lYiitchell, stated that he refused to 
take the acsnrance of the secretary of the 
Australimt \Vurkers' Union in the Central rlis­
trict in connection with rationi3 and wages. He 
thought that was entirely unfair. 

The PREMIER: I do not think I did. 

Mr. WOODS : ThE- hon. member for Mitchell 
made that assertion. He was not accusing the· 
hon. gentleman of doing it. 
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'The P REMlEH: \V hat I said was this : That I 
would not take the informfltiou from the em· 
players or the employee$, I would get it from the 
dep<trtment. 

Mr. COYN E : You got it from the P<tstoralists' 
ABsociatioH. 

J\1r. KEHH : X o, the de.partment got it from 
the Pastoralist~' Association. 

Mr. ·wooDS: But the hon. gentleman had 
not denied that he made that statement to the 
hon. member for Mitchell. 

The P1m~mm: But I did not make that state· 
ment. 

Mr. WOODS : If the hon. gentleman said he 
did not make it, he was satisfied to accept his 
assurance. The Secretary for Public \Vorks, 
in discmi'ing this question, said that when at the 
Mossman he saw a lot of ,T apanese working at the 
Mossman JYiill, which was quite true. He was 
quite prepared to admit that for a few years 
some Japanese had been stacking firewood for 
the Mossman Mill Company, but he objected to 
the other statement which the hon. gentleman 
had made. The hon. gentle1nan stated that he 
was informed at Mossman by the chairman, or 
some responsible official, that tbey could not get 
white labour to do this work. He wi,hed to say 
that that statement was absolutely without the 
slightest foundation. There had been no year 
in the hi,tory of the white labour period in the 
JYiossman di,trict when the Mos~<man Mill Com· 
pany had e,·er been sh0rt of white labour, either 
for cutting or stacking wood, or for cane-cutting, 
and the man that said so was making a state­
ment which was entirely without foundation. 
Statements had also been made that there had 
been a shortage of labour in the sugar-fields. He 
was prepared to say thLLt there were no cane­
fields in Queensland to-day that had eYer been 
short of white labour since l.\102. 

THBJ SECRETARY l!'OR RAILWAYS: You are 
going a bit too far back. 

Mr. ·woODS: He was not going- too far 
back. He w~s !Jrepared to admit that, in the 
first ye.or of the white labour questi,n, there 
were certain n1en who Wfllt to the sug:-u·-field:3, 
a, certa.in proportion of wlwrn were unreliable. 
But the hon. gentleman knew that in a gang of 
twenty nten under the contract system, one or 
two men conltl destroy t.he reputation of the 
whole gang, and for tho white men in thcs.., par­
ticnbr dio<tricts to be branded as unreliable 
through the acHon of one or twn men in a gang 
wab unfa.ir t(; the \Vorking n1en nf qut'enslaHd. 

The Sl!;UuJ£TAllY FOH RAILWAYS: The men 
then1selves <J.re tiring thot~e undesirableH our. 

:VIr. \VOOJ>S: He was aware of that. The 
hon. gentleman knew that when tbrse gangs 
were fornwd in 1~102 there was a. provisiLHl in the 
agree1neu.t giving th8 n1en the power to do that, 
but a pc1.rty of working· llH:~ll did not care about 
taking dra~tic steps \Vith oue or two 1nen in the 
gang. Not only the h0n. gentlenutn hin1se1f 
had saifl so, l>ut it had been stated in this 
Chamb2r, rtncl in the F~d8rrtl Parliament and 
S~n'ltP, t!1at tlle white ln.brJUr in the canetie)d~ Ot 
{-l1teeusland wa:5 unrdiahle. He resented that 
statement. The white '"en of Korth <.,>mens­
land who hacl been working in the canefields 
were a" good as any th;;t could be found in any 
part of the world. They had been told dur­
ing thh; debate that they w>cnted agricultural 
lahourer> to corue to Q<1etnsland, and that there 
had been a dearth of labour in the agricultural 
districts. He had a list with him that would put 
that mggestion entirely in the shade. If there 
was a dearth of labour in an agricultural disM 
trict, one would take it for granted that there 
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would be no need for relief in those dis­
trict~, and that the State would not have tr 
expend large ammtnts of xnoney in that direction. 
Fur the benefit uf those agricultural representa­
tivos who :;;aiel th tt Ollt' of the rea!!ons for this 
.£50,000 for imruigratlon was that we wanted 
agricultnru.l lalwurer,, he woul<l read the list to 
show that their sta,tmnent \Vrts without the 
slightest foundation. The relief given at Big­
genden last year was .£13 17s. Sd. Surely there 
could not have been a dearth nf labour there! 
At Bundaberg it was .£136-no dearth of labour 
there. At Beenleigh, the hon. gentleman'H dis, 
trict--

'Ihe SECRETARY FOR Punuc \VoRK~: No. 
Mr. \VOODS: It war; very mar it. 'l'hese 

were the places where they had not sufficient 
agricultural labourers. 

The SECRJ£TARY ]'OR PunLIC \VoHKS: \Vho was 
that relief given to? 

Mr. WOODS: It must have been given to 
unemployed. 

The SEORETA!\Y FOR PunLIO WoBKS : Not 
necessarily; it may be to widows and children. 
You have not specified what was given. 

Mr. \VOODS: The Government were very 
generous, he knew, in helping widows and chil­
dren. If the hon. gentleman would only keep 
quiet he would give him the rest. He was read­
ing from the officia,l report of the inspector. At 
Caboolture it was £23 13s.; Cairns, £23 5s.; 
Childers, .£48 ls. 

I' he P REMJER : Is that for a year in the Cairns 
district? 

Mr. \VOODS: Quite correct; it was an agri­
cultural district. 

The PREMIJ£!\: It is quite clear there cannot 
be a hrge number of unem[.Jl<Jyed there. 

Mr. \VOODS : But the hon. gentleman said 
we wanted more agricultural labourers in Queens­
land. 

Hon. R PHILP: Some men ran away and left 
their wives behind them in Cairns, and relief had 
to be given to those women. 

1ir. \Y001)S : The only people who ran away 
from their wives and families were the people 
who re~ided in TownRville, and the peo\Jle at 
the lntck of c.,irns had to find police to discnver 
those runaway husbands and send them bftek to 
Townsville. 'rhe amount paid away in relief at 
Childers was .£48 1'.; at Dalby, .£12 8•. ; at 
:Emerald, £111 7s. 2rL; Gat ton, £41 18.~.; H <Lrris­
ville, £11 15s. fi,J. ; Hnward, £43 1:3'. Gd. ; Hugh­
enden, £3S (k Srl.; Kilkiva,, £19 Gs. 0d.; 
'Ylackay, £:H 13,, 7d.; .l\L>reeba, .£41 7s. fid.; 
lviarianvale, £1S 103.; Nrnnhnur, £17 n~. 9d.; 
~anango, £21 lH3. ld.; 1\urth ~ine, £30 Gs.; 
1-loma, £-to 18~.; Tiaro, £23 7-;.; \Varwick, £16; 
\Vinton, a [Jtt'toral district, .£4:l 7s. ld. Total, 
£831 (i,, 7d. The whole argument in favour of 
this vote w~1::; tbat the country wanted cheap 
ltgricnltnralla.bourers. 

The PREAIIRR: \Ve rlid not sa,v chc >p. 
Mr. WOODS: The hon. gentleman did not say 

"cheap," but he (:Yir. \V<>ods) said it, and tho'e 
fignres proved that there was not a dearth of 
labour 1 n tiP~ agncultural dit.cricts. 

ThP. PnEi11IER: There are a number of women 
and children gettin~ relief. 

::Ylr. WOOl)S: He wail aware of chat, but 
that did not prove th"'t there was not sufficient 
labour in the country. (Laughter.) He had 
always been opposed to free immigration. 

The Pl\E:vl!ER: \Vhat do you want to prove by 
re"<iilrf' all those figures? 

Mr. WOO US: He wanted to prove th"'t the 
statement that there was not sufficient labour in 
Queensland was not true. 

Mr. Woods·] 
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'!'he PmJMJER: The two thmgs are not con­
nected, and how can y JU prove that? 

The SECHETAHY l•'Oit PunLIC \Vmucs : Aren't 
you going to tell 11~ to \vlwn1 that relief was 
given'! 

Mr. \VOODS: The hon. gentleman had one 
of his ot!icers sittil•g in the lobby and could get 
the ln±ornHttion frorr! him 1 and then deny \vhat 
he had s~id if it was nut correct. One Minister 
spoke about three-quarters of ::m hour that after­
noon, after gagging members on the Opposition 
side the previous evening. 

The SECRETARY FOI\ Pem.rc \VonKs: Surely 
you don't think we should h lve said nothing l 

Mr. \VOODS : He did nnt objecL to a 
Minister >pealdng, bnt be obje,cted to a :Minister 
getting- up fur tne purpose Gf ::lt:mewalliog, :-;o 
that members on that side ~;hould not have an 
opportuniLy of r1iscnl'3sing anything. The figureH 
he had quoted proved that there was not a dearth 
of labour in the agricultural districts. No n1an 
in that Houoe had opposed more strongly the 
spending of public monry on immigration than 
the pn~sent Premier when he was sitting- in 
opposition. 

The Pn~:)tmR: Didn't you a'"ist to vote 
£50,000 for immigmtion last year" 

Mr. \VOODS: It did not matter what he did. 
(Laughter.) The hem. gentleman knew per­
fectly well that nobody had an opportunity of 
opposing the yottl for in1n1igratiun last yAar. 
The Labour varty, of which the hon. gentleman 
was deputy leader at that time, had fought this 
vote year after ye", with the result that it was 
practicallr wiped out before the hon. member 
for Townsville left ot!ice. The total amount of 
money Rpent on i1nmlgration by this State since 
18GO was no less than £3,347,637 19s. Sd., and 
that monev was voted with the object, and with 
the result: of populating New South \Vales and 
Y""ie!turia. The n.nwunt ~3pent un irnn1igt':::.rtion 
dming the last ten years wa' as follows:-
18lJ8-9, £21,784 fis. 5d. ; 18\J\)-1\JOO, £47,3Htl <is. 
fjd,; 1000-1, £;j7,0ii0 17s. Gd. ; 1901-2, £21,726 
18s. lld. : 1\i02-3, £13,877 13~. 6d. Hon. me m­
bers wou-ld notice that in 1U02-3 there was only 
£13,877 13;. fie!. voted, as compared with £21,784 
5s. 3d. iP 1B9t-~-fJ, a.nd the reduction rna ·ie 1n the 
vute year by year was due to the .strenuous 
OJ:-lpu~ition uf the present Prernier and those 
sitting- wjth hiru when he 8B"t on thP Oppo:=,ition 
side uf the 1-lm.lSP. 

Hon. R. PIIILP : That is not conect. 

:!\!h. 'WOODS : Did the hon. gentleman deny 
those -figure:-;? In HJ03-4 it was £!),,1GG o~. fid. : in 
1904-5, £8,458 ();, :Jd. ; in 1905-fi, £7,G45 lls. rid. ; 
in 1906 7, £6,332 Os. Ud. ; and in 1907-8, 
£22,6f>2 Q;. 7d. For the ten Yt<lr; the amount 
was £215,3()9 19s. id. Those figures should 
justify every rne1nber in voting ag1..imsb £f0,000 
for immigration, particularly when ther had un­
deniable evidence produced in the Fu1eral_ Par­
liament, in reply to some of those gentlemen 
looking for cheap labour, that the wages in 
Queensland to-day for artisans and labourers 
were worse than in England. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: Is that what _vou are going 
to prove? 

Mr. WOODS: Yes. 
11r. D. HvNTER: You've got a job_ 

11r. 'WOODS : He was jnst reminded that the 
hon. member for Fitzroy the other night said 
that things were better in England than in 
Queensland. 

Mr. CoWAP: I did not nay that. 

Mr. WOODS: Didn't he deny that living was 
cheaper in England? 

[Mr· Wood1. 

_j,Jr. COWAP: I said living wgs about on a levt>l 
h0re ·with England. 

l\Ir. \\TOODS: Xnw, they would see, Senatrli' 
De Largie, in reuly to that aerohat, Senator St. 
Ledger, said-

It is the !:inmB old Xation:1l ~\."~· bray CYCry time. lts 
lttelubers uuLy get a fresh mLltiB to sail und.er, bnt as 

'JOll n .. , they bra\· W<~ kuow at o11ce where we are, and 
wlw are 1w\vlini. The Labour party has had no oeC'::t­
l:i~On to change tlleir lla!HC We lHLYB rejoieed under 
thal name for fifteen year~ or HlOl'C, and we have no 
intention to ehan;.re it. 'l'here is no ne~~essity for the 
Lnbonr p:uty to follow the example of other parties. 
l dl':Oi~·e to mah:e only one more rct'erenee to Senato:· 
~t. Ledgel.'. 'l'h~!t havr:wker for the EmployerH' Federa­
tion worked him.:>< 1f into an awful rage when he was 
refPrring to the imnll~ralion qne~tion. He ~:;aid that 
tbe indignation \Yhich ,.,, • ._seething m his bosom was so 
great that he conld not :;ive expression to hi.s feeling~ 
and at tlw same time oh~erve the Standing Orders. He 
ll1ay ha Ye been in a tenible pas~;;iou. lmt I do uot know 
tltat he hat1 anv reasou fol' bRing- p.x_t~ited. He referred 
to the ~tatem8nt of l\It·. 1L \r. Hughes in the old 
country that there \Vas not room in Australia. for 
artisan·/:5. I take the re:::ponsibilit.r or ~ayingo tlmt H was 
perfectly aueurat( 

~enrttor Clu __ Y.-Kon~en,~:;, 
Senator Dr. LARUIE.-I aJtl ltnite 1Jrepared to prove 

that during the la~t twenty or thirty years, to my 
knowleti.ge, that sta.tement has been made over and over 
again. 

Senator GIL'\. Y : And all over the world, too. 
Senator DE LARGIE.-To UJY knowledge, for the l;tst 

1 wenty or thirty yea.rs, thC Immignttion Ofllce ill 
London hns lJecn t-oPnding out that statement. They 
ha Ye al~ .tys deelared that as regards skilled labour tbe 
market iu Austl'alia. was t'ntficiently stoeked, and thn..t 
there was no room t'or arlism1~ there. .:\Ir. Hnghes only 
gave exprcss:on to a fa et which lm.-; llee1~ mentione.tl 
over antl OYer a;:ain by persons in London, by the 
Agents--General, and by the ImmigrA.tinn O!lice which 
i.~ c.;;,tablisbed in couneetion with the Board oi Trade. 
In fact, it i~ so hackneyed that I was surprised that 
eYen Senator 8t. J.;et1ger shonld challenge its accuracy 
here. 

Se11ator Tc nu. Y.-A i dii1erent timl~ instructions bave 
bctl1 sent frmu ~cvm·al StLte;-,; to their Agents. General 
not io send ont arthans RS innn!grants. 

In the last two or three ships that c:.me here 
there was a larg-e arnonnt of "killed labonr. 

Henator D-r.~ LARGTE.-That is qnitr trnc. Only the 
otlwr day there appeared in the local Prc'q:J a letter in 
wllieh the ::-!eeret:ll'Y to the Boiler-makers' Union in l\:Iel­
bonn~e voiuted ont: th~tt t !Je· e was no nece..,sity to bring 
l::!.!'tb l!!~ to -~~~ll~trfl~li:~. II~ ~t:~t· r1 !h~-!.t Sl}r!"!e boiler­
makCl b~Jtl eome from the old country l'Cct~lltly, and 
that the,· hru1 gone to the 'rrade nnd Lnbonl' Council in 
Sydney ,;·ith tl~c eomplaint tha,t thf'y had been suppliecl 
with fal::se iufonnatwn at llome. 

Senator (;IL\_ Y.-IlaYe not thos8 ~tatemcnts been made 
in America ana C nada for lllany year~:-

,r;;;;~,natol' Dl~ Ltnnn~ ---I lo"!_rpy of thP "'tntr::---
ments made in the United States antl It is 
!'atlicicnt for me tlmt I sllonltl know \Yltat i~ ha.ppening 
in connection "'Yith the countl'Y i.n whid1 1 am living. 
I know that immigrants made the&·e complaints to the 
Sydney Trade and lti.bonr Council. and Haid they had 
been supplied with information to the efft.ct that there 
were large shi1)1Juilt.liug yartls in Xewcastle and in 
~.' llnPy. au~1 Y' wllln tile}' anivPd in this country thoy 
fpnnd tllat they eonltl n0t seenre employment. In tbe 
face of these fact::;;, how c·an any honourable Senator 
profe-;s to be indignant whe11 he learn:-: that inforrnatwn 
is supplied to arti~ans in the old country as t.o the true 
::;tate of affairs exi.-;ting 1n Australia;. 

Hon. R. PHn,P : \Vhat are you trying to 
prove? Does it refer to engine-drivers? 

Mr. 'WOODS: He would not be surprised to 
notice in the next shipload of immigrants 

brought out to Queensland that 
[7.30 p.1n.] there were a nurnber of imported 

engine-drivers aboard, who were 
brought out to cut down the wages of the railway 
men in Queensland. (Laughter.) Then the 
Senator went on-

rrhis information has been supplied over and over 
again iu London h~r the respon~ible officiuls of the 
various State Gm·ernrnents, and it cannot be contra­
dicted. 
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.A11d they were nslu~d to place in the hands of 
011e of the~c l't.!~pon~ibl;: ottcials in London the 
sum of £?)0,000 S<l that he c<Ju!d mislelld artisans 
and worker:-; iu the uld con ntry. \V a::; tha.,t a 
fair thing·~ HP \V1lnld gD a. Lit furthe,r \vith thit-; 
matter ami quote a little more. 

After a pause, 

ThaSECHETAltY FOH RAILWAYt-5: Goon. You 
have only two ~~nd a-lmlf hours nwr(•, 

1-Iun. E. B. FoltREST : \V hat i::i the rnatter? 
Are you played out'! (Laughter.) 

:\1r. ·wooDS: Perhaps the lwn. gentleman 
would like him to gt•t on to the sngar cmnp.tny. 
(Hear, hear! and laughter.) 

The 8:B:UHETAHY .FOH ~IJ~D:i: y·ou have not 
fini~hed reading about Senator De L ugie. 

Mr. \VOODtl: He had quoted qnit<> enough 
for the hnn. gentler11an. 

Th, CHA.IR'.IAI'\: Order! I hope the hon. 
gPntletnan will keep to the quer:tion before the 
House. (HetLr, hear! and hughter.) 

Nlr. \VOODS: S<J ll!'l.ny interjections \Veee 
CPrniug frmn the representati\'8~ l'lf the big 
monopolies in Queensland that it was hard for a 
H1t?Inl-Jer .~itting in "PiH)-.:i~.i(:Jl to keep to the 
question. (Laughter.) Every time he spoke 
the whole Cabinet wanted to jump at lnm with 
both arms and jmn[J on him with LHJth feet. 
(Laughter.) He had no desire to upset h•m. 
gentlmnen. Those were the state1nents made in 
the Sen:tte, :tnd because he quoted them herP 
the hon. gentlemen did not like it. He noticed 
the I\linistcrs hrt-d been wriggling- oH ttv"ir seats 
e1.·er since he ..;tarted. (Loud :.\linisterZal langhw 
ter.) 

l'vir. :\1UHPHY: \Vhat about the mining in­
dustry ; what have they duoe for ic? 

i\Ir. \VOODS: He cctw in a list which the 
Premier had prepared that there Wtts s,;irl to \Je 
a dPnth of ]abonr in the 1nining indn:-(try. ln 
North Queensland alone there \\'ere 1 ,DOO tniner, 
u11t. of etuployn1ent. Yet hon. gentlernell can1e 
there and said there \Vas a dearth nf labour, and 
they mu,;t !Jave more immigrants \Vh>tt did 
tl:ey \·.' ·.nt in1mi.gran• ... fnr? They f,: :nrl. th .'t· 
the men in Queenslar,d to~day knew what their 
labonr waf1 worth, and they wanted a lot of un­
fortunwte newchum" frurn Rngland-men who 
{~id n0t know the enndition:-; prevailing in 
Queen::dawi-tn COttJe nut hen· and g-et experi­
e.nce, rl!ld eompete vvith the lr1(-m n1ready 
hero. It wa-; ].JOinted out in tha pamphlets 
isi:iued in .. Londcm, • • Cotne tr.r t2neensland, 
where you can get a plot of land a.::; :-won as 
yc.rn arrive. It il'l a, land flowing wit.h 1nilk and 
honey." He (:\lr. i\'onds) admitted tlwt it wa,; 
a land flowing with milk mtd honey. Clneens­
land was uu.e of the be-;t HtatPR in ... -\.ustralia. if 
not in the world. (Hear, hear!) Bnt how long 
WGuld it remain that way if they brong-ht ont 
people frnm the slums of Lomlon anrl dmnped 
them down into theeities of the State and let them 
take pot luck? \Vas that the treatment they 
\Vere going to n1etE' out to th~n1 ·: If the Gnw 
vemruent Hpent tlmt £50,000 in advertising the 
resnnree~ of (~neen'31and in n. rea,-.,onable, wwful, 
truthful, and straightfor ,, ard manner, there 
woulfl he no nePfl to "}lend any n1oney in brino·~ 
ing out irnmig-rant:-~, a~ they would comA ~f 
their own accord. They just wanted to be 
tolrl the sort of e llmtry we had here and the 
op{Jortunitie" it afforded for IJeople \..,·ho can1e 
here, and peo[Jle would come here and pay 
their own passages. If they looked at anv of th'e 
daily newspapers they would find ad~ertise­
ments for dornestius frorn the rnost pr<Hninent 
·citizens of Bri<bane, anrl they offered a wage of 
12s. a week. All •orts of inducements were made 
to people to leave their old homes in England 

and come to t[nu-ms!and. They were tnld 1 

"G2t aw,ty fro!!l the horrir! ~trPets of London. 
Come to Queensland 1 B,nd yo~1 will be .-;aft)," 

The SECRETAHY FOH HAIL\\""'\Y~: ·Yon do not 
wo,nt thom tu have a :-how iu the new uuuntry. 

nlr. \VOODS: Ht wa,; pl'iepar,,d to give them 
a show. r.rhe bnn. gelltleruan \Vas not preva.red 
to gin-: tht:n1 a slww. }{e was prE-pared to give 
those pe0!)1e an OP! or! uuity of kuowing the 
eondition:-; of thiH couutry, and there wonld then 
be no nee,l to Lri11g out, mtn awl wcn1i::'ll free to 
Clueen.,Jawl. ~\Ien, he bAlie\·eU, would conte uut 
here who wGu1d h<:tYe tbe me<Hl~ tn come, and 
tlwy W<mld se11tl fur the JlO<•I•le t!Jey wanted to 
con1e uften,'<ti.d:-:, wbr:n tl.ey found out the 
c(mdltion1::>. Thel'e was no [;8tting away frorr1 the 
fact~to hi.':i rr1ind-the "lole ohjt .. ~ct at the bottom 
of bringing f(·rward the motion tu S[H:nd £20,000 
on free itntuit;ration wa:-; tiJ bring d'JWll wagef-1. 
He made that staternent believicg it to be 
absnlu tely trne. 

The SECRET.\HY FOH R.uLII'AYS: Are j'<JU any 
better off than when yon landed? ' 

i\'Ir. \\TUODS: He would like to point out to 
the hon. gentleman that he had never bad the 
pleJ.sure of b<2ing in tbe old c •nntry. He wa<.; 
~peaking as an .A.ustrrLlian. liP would rP..-:en t any 
man in :England, or any member of tho House of 
CommonH, sending out age~tts to ..:\.ustralia. and 
tell them wb:tt a bt.>nLiflll place England was­
" a land fLnvii1g with milk a11d huney )1-anrl 
induc-ing thern to leave their hmne~ and go thetP. 

The ~Rf'HET.\HY FOR IL~tf.\\'AYR: Yon uught to 
welcmuc th~~;:H·J peCJple. 

Mr. \VOODS: He looked upon the matter in 
a pun•, straightforwanl 1 honest .. Australian spirit. 
Hmmcn.IBJ.~~ :\h:,HERs: Hear, hear! and 

laughter. 

i\Ir. \YOOllS: He wante<l the people who 
came to Australia to be a credit to Australia. 

I-Io:-;OCHABLE :\llDliH:HS: Hear, hear! 

nlr. \VOUDS: He did not want the people to 
be brought to .Anstraiia to pEri . ..:h in the ~treets, 
ur to cmnmit f<nicide in smne uf the sta,bles at 
ln1L~b. ThuA8 irnmi~,,r<nlt~ vvbo \\ Pre brought out 
here ~t few HH>nths Rgo wPre deceivBcl to cume to 
C)ueenslalld by the rnisrepre~enLttil>!lS of the 
CJneen:--.laud Govennnent. AH soon a.:J ever the,~ 
ltmded they would be ~warm in~-:- positively 
MWrtrming. (Laughter.) 

An IfoxoGHABLE '.lE'.u.mn: \\rith wbat ~ 
lLoud and continued langt:ter.) 

:.Ir. \VOOll:-1: li they were not swarming a' 
soon rt"'l tlwy got oft the boat, iu thH den;:; they 
woulrl be put into, and paid a rnAre 11iUance, they 
\Voultl yery S1Wil be S\vanlling afterwards. 
(Laughter.) Tbey lud cases in point. Two, 
he th'ouf\'ht, from the last ship that came out httd 
eorrnnitted Hllicide. 

An HoxounABLE :'.1E:I[BKR: \Vhy? 

Mr. \V001JS: The reason was not far to seek. 
Those poor unfortlmate young women were torn 
away by n1i~leading ~tatmnents froru their 
mothers' apron strings--(laughtcr)~and brought 
tG (/ueeHsland, where they could get everything, 
they wanted. What did they get'! \Yhen they 
came to (ineen:Jand thoy harl been alrno't starved, 
and got wages from /<. to 10,;. per week. 

Hun. R. l'HIL!': Tell the truth. 

:\lr. \VOODS: The hon. gentleman knew it 
was absolutely true. Two cases within the past 
month. 

An HoxoURABLE )ftmBEH: No. 

:i'v1r. \VOODS: Two unfortunates who were 
deceived to come to Queensland by the glowing 
,;tatements made by the representatives of the 

Mr. Woods·] 
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Agent-General in London. It was very nearly 
time ROJneLiJing \Vas done. The only thing he 
was wrry tor was that the leader of the Oppo­
sition, in rnoving- his amendment, did not move 
to wipP- it ont altogether. 

The s~;CRI·OTAHY ~·on RAILWAYS: I think you 
are very ~elfi•h in not allowing these people to 
Ct)llle here. 

Mr. WOUDS: He thought he had proved to 
the Committee-without keeping them very 
lnng-that there was no dearth of labour in 
Queensland. It was the contrary. He hoped 
the Minister would attempt to refute it. He 
thought the figures he had given from the 
Vdrions agricultural districts of Qlleensland 
proved beyond contradiction that there was 
plenty of agricnltnrallabour in those districts. 

Mr. KENN A (Boww) : In speaking, he would 
be speaking with the shadow of the guillotine 
hanging rner him-something like the case of a 
condemned nmn in his cell who was going to be 
hanged at 8 o'clock in the morning. There had 
been a good deal oi talk this evening, and be 
must say honestly, be bad heard a great many 
economic fallaciE'"' given voice to. 'fhe firl'3t 
economic fallacy was referred to by the hon. 
member for Lockyer, awl that was in quoting 
what the wages were in another country in 
mere figures, and comparing them with the 
wages in n.nother country in n1ere fignres. 
Those figures, any man with any intelli­
gence mmt know, proved absolutely nothing. 
A shilling in one country might have a greater 
purchasing power than 10<. in another. Anyone 
who tuok the case of a rnan earning[)::;, in that 
ountry and cumpared it with the case of a man 

earniug 10s. in another country, was doing 
something th et was PConornically absurd. '£here 
was no que3tion about thn.t. All Cdmparisons of 
wag,.s \\ere practically wodhles~ unless accmll­
panied with something to show what the pur­
c1:ut .... ing power of money in that cm1ntry wa."3. 
That was thf' position. 'l'he ~econd. economic 
fall:tey was tu bring officcal statistics of the 
number nf people who were receiving- relief ttnd 
to argue frorn that that since there were so 
ntany pe;)ple rAceiviug relief in the country, 
there conL! not be a dt>:trth 0f lahour. 

'£he TnE.\.SrREH: It i.s no crit8rinn \Vbatever. 

~[r. KE~N A: ft wa~ no eritt?rinn whatever, 
hecan,..;e in rvr>ry ('Onntl'y in the world, however 
pro;;nerou'4 it 1ni~ht he, it had alwny-1 been recng­
ni~ed that there \Vas fL certain nnmber of nnem­
plo_yable Pl:'rstm..,--per~-<.ons who were physieJ.lly 
or tnentally or nthel'wi:::;e incapahle of strenUOlh 
hhn11r nr in< .pable of ('Ontinuous labour. 

The ~gcJRi1~TAHY FOR RATL\YAY~: Bol'n til' 'd. 

:\Ir. KE:'\:-;[A: It wasn't their fault. '!'hose 
people nligb t ln conRt.itutinnally so. It was 
their 1nisfortnne, nndonbtedly. 1f they took a 
nnn1her nf the nnem lJ1nye~l in thn~e to\\·n~ tlH~y 
would tind <t very fair pereentage of those unenJ­
ployPrl. wen>: pPop1P to whom) if work were offerr-d 
to then1-ju~t ordinary rnn.nnal work~ the_y 
would be physically incapable of doing it. 

i\lr. \VooD~ : That is in the cities. 

l\Lr. KEJ'\.:\ A: And in the outoide places too. 
Tbe\- 111 '1St recognise that tho::,e penple gut tired 
of the citif's a.nd went out on the gre<tt rnad-:; and 
p·1ssed frmn place to pl<1ce. He wa.:3 twt :o-;aying 
that wa~ so in every claF". He \rfL<) speaking of 
those unemployable persons. [f work were 
offered to tl.etn they would W<>rk for a few days, 
and then the roving, restless spirit c:cme on anr] 
they bad to m·uch on. To take n nnmuer of 
statistics, even official statistics, of persons re· 
cei ving relief and argue from thflt that work 
w:lH :-::r~'~ rce and th:-tt there waN a dearth of e1n· 

ployrnent w,ts a pure economic fallacy. 

{Mr· Woods. 

The TRR,\Sl'REI\: A large nnmber of them are 
women and children. 

?-Ir_ KENNA: That was so- 'Those were 
tho cases Mr. Brenan rcfmTed to_ JYir. John 
Burns, speaking in the House of Commons, 
spoke on the unemployed ques',ion-he be­
lieved the expression " unemployable" was 
his: If the land were flowing with milk and 
honey to-morrow, if there was work for 
every man in the country, there would still 
bo a subst.ratum of men who vvere unemploy­
able_ If they wanted to bo fair in dealing 
with those things, they must argue from a 
fair economic ste,ndpoint. Here was another 
<>con·>mic fa!lacv: It was assumed that every 
ablo-bodiod ma'n who came to the country 
was a competitor in one branch of industry 
or another with those already there. That 
was only half a truth. That man was unde­
niably a competitor, but he was also a con­
sumer. In time he became a producer, but 
ho was a consumer all the time. The assump­
tion was that, if there were 500 carpenters in 
Queensland, and they brought twenty more. 
there wo•rld be twency more competitors with 
the oarpenten already here, with the result 
that wages in the carpentering industry 
would go down. But those who argued in 
that way left out of consideration altogether 
the fact that those twenty additional car­
penters wore alco consumers. They must 
have clothes-more work for the tailors; they 
must have food-more work for the butcher 
and the baker; they must have boots-more 
work for tlHl bootmaker; they must havE\ 
homes-more work for the carpenters. If 
the rest of the community had to find all 
those things for them, then they were unem­
ployablP, and should never have been brought 
here: but, :surposing- t.hey were orcljnary in­
dustrious 1nen, \vho ca1no here, either assisted 
Dr Ly their own means, then they added to 
the production of the country, and, Ly being 
produc:cws, thoy becanH~ also con~umers, and 
adrkd to the g-enPral production of the 
country in the '''..1Y of being additional con· 
sunH'l'~. They "o,'anted io bring rnen to 
(~uoenslancl who would add to the sum total of 
production, and wvul<l also be consun1ern; and 
t~n:ry de"'irable irrnnigrant VHiS at once a pro­
ducer, adding to the wealth of the country_ 
and a c,Jnsurner, adding to the general wealth 
of the country by drawing upon its various 
c:oniJnuditics for consu1nphon. l-Ie vvas not. 
arguing for prontisGuous innuigration, for ho 
had always bcc•n oppO)~·ed to that) but just for a. 
wc·JJ-cO:l:-)idorccl schr-'nw of iu1nrigratic:m, 
thro\Ying open thr>ir clcors to the prop~r cla:;s 
uf people. The foueth economic fallacy '''as 
fron1 thP soc:iab~Lic point of \'icw. }{e. was 
uut jLhtlfyillg" 1'1i~. bnt he"' \Vas poiu1i11g· out, 
what lw knL'\\' t.o he the true socialistic 
c:i hies of 1 he rnattcr. Frorn tho socialist'.:: 
puinL of Yiow, all objectioll to imrnigration 
of any class, colnnrod or oth~rwise, was 
\Vl'Ollg L:•t any socialist el!cleavonr to refute 
that if lH' c~n1ld. J\Iarx lF'Vcr irnposod any 
restriction \;;.rith rpg·~~r~.l to colour or race. lit~ 
asked all thP ~ xplc;itcd \vorkincn of the world 
to CiHnc tog-c·ther, bnt. a cPrLain portion of the 
rxplnitrd workmen pnt up a ring fcnr<; ronnrl 
I hPir C'Otlltft\'. 

i\lr. ,J. :J( HeNTER: What bearing has thi' 
on a ,...,i:-..tt>d i1xtrnigratinu? 

:VIr. KK~\'1'\,\ : It had a bearing on the 
whole question of. immigration. 

J\.lr. J. :\L HuxTF.U: Not on assisted immi­
gration. 

lHr_ KENJ\:A: It did not matter what kind 
of immigration it was. If a poor exploited 
workman of the old country thought he could 
improve his condition by corr1ing to a more 



Suppl;'!· [18 DECEMBER.] Supply. 805 

5ooialislic country, the workmen of that 
country, from _the true soo>alishc pomt of 
vw;v, had no nght whatever to say to him: 
.. You shall not come hero under any con­
rlitions." They would find that Japanese 
socialists, Chinese socialists Hindoo socialist" 
and socialists representative of all cou~: 
tnes, attended the various socialist congresses. 
The:v '"ore regarded as belonging to the 
brotherhood of socialism, and they all met 
around the socialist table as equals. Social­
Jsm knew no race, and it knew no colour. 
. Mr, MANN: The instinct of solf-proserva­

ttOn 1s stronger than the socialistic instinct. 
21-fr .. KEN:\' A: If the instinct of self-pre­

servation was stronger than the socialistic 
instinct, then they could not be what they 
claimed. 'I'hat sort of socialism was not 
socialism at all. It was trade unionism. The 
socialism that did not want any other work­
men to come into a country to compote with 
those alreadv th0re was trade unionis1n and 
lot them rec~ognise it as trade unionis1n: and 
those who professed to be socialists should 
not rPg,~rd it as anything clsf' Ho would 
quotE' from t.he account in the Arena of the 
b ~t AntPrican So,Jialistic Congre~~a held at 
Chicago in. the early part of thi~ year, to 
show the new held bv those who attended 
the congress upon the· question of immigra­
tlon-

The mn.-:.t intere:-:;ting d.t~bflte in a _general way was 
npon the questi.on of immigration, fer therein aP}:ieared 
ohvion~. unr:lcniA.blP. the question of position. DoR~ 
the )far'Xi::.t rn11: """orking rnrn of the world. nnite !" 
mean tlurt. all working- men sbonld unite with each 
other '\Yithout restridion as to ermntn·, ra~e. or irlf'als? 
Vl~bat position mn~t thP elass-conscious sociali~t take 
in regard to the "yellow peril"? Tlw Chinnmnn 
('Omes here m: ~ labonrer anrt is f~mployed by a t:api­
talist. Ts he, then, common brother of the white man in 
tbe fight a.rrainst. capit~lbm, or is he. with bis lowet• 
~tandard or liYing, an enemy~ 

'' We are not living in the age of hrotlwrhood," saicl 
one dele~ale. '·'Ye have got to save onn;,elYcs. rtrst, if 
we are to l'ave the ·world later. If we $.tflnd for nnre­
strictetl immigration. ·we stand in Ol!ll!lsilion to the 
trade-unionists of tlti~ eonntry, and ·we plaY into the 
hands of capital. who want cbc::tp labour." · 

'.l'he speaker was applaudefi. but not so entbusiasti­
ca..lly as was G. W. '\Yood.1Jy. of California, the colourefi 
deleg-ate, wtwse voiee had in it, it seemed to mo. tbe 
note o{ enfranchised humanity. He spolw in behalf of 
unre~trictcLl immigration. 

"It wnnld be," he ~aid, "n rnrious sta,t~ of affairs 
for the Llesceudants of im1l11,'..!,T1tnt~. or the imnYigTant~ 
from F.uropc tht~m:.;elveR, to get control of the atl'airs of 
this country and then ~ay to the Oriental immigmnt~ 
that they should not come here. So far as ruttking thi-; 
a mere matter ot ra..cr, I disagree decidedly with the 
idea. of the committPC. And, so f:.tl' }Lf.; redneing the 
standard of living i.;; concerned. the stanclnr(l of livitF~ 
willlJc reduced anyhow. Yon know ns well as I d~ 
that either the labourer will be hronght to the job 
or the job will he bronght to the lallOnrcr. 
VVe will either have to fll'Ot1U('C things on Ameri­
can :mi.l a~ clwap as tlH'S C:ill be produced on 
1oreign soil, or the produetion ·will l)e earried to the 
Oriellt. It seems to me tllat if "\W~ take anY stand 
DplJO~Q(l to hl1Y sort of lmlnig-rn.tion, ·we are· ::;impl)· 
playln~ the old pettifo:!ging: trick of the Democrats and 
Republicans, and will gain nothing by it. To me. 
socialism is hase(l, H anything. upon the brotherhood ()f 
man. and to take the st:md that we take in opposition 
to any ~ort of i.unnigrallon is opvoc;ed to theYer)' spirit 
of the bro,hernood of man. 

There was tremf'ndons applan~e aftet• thb ~peech. 
The g-allcrit~s had to bf~ c.dlcd to otcler. It was the 
ethieal stancl, the stand on \-Yhkh :::.oeialism i:-: :-:;tl'Oll(.w:.:ot 
-that nf eomrade~hip and hrotherhood of all· the 
""orkers of tl1e w0rld. 

"' He had never been an advoeate of unrestricted 
immigration. but he thought we 

[8 p. m.] had no right to say to our swarm-
ing brothers in the old country, to 

swarming ¥Yorkers of the great cities of the 
oltl ·.vorld, that they had no right to come here. 
Provided they were industrious and healthy, 

they had a right to comP. It seemed to him 
that the purchase of marble halls and the sub­
sidising of steamship companies would not 
bring the right class of workmen here unless 
the conditions wert?. good enough to warrant 
them in coming. vYe ought to endeavour to 
make the conditions !\Oocl. and that was the 
very best advertisement that any country 
could have. 

Mr. WHITE: That is true economics. 

Mr. KE)!NA: When our conditions were> 
sufficiently attracti\ 2, we would be justified 
in aclvcrtising and letting- the world know 
what our conditions were, truthfully, and that 
they were sufficiently good to warrant work­
men from all en er the world coming here., OnG 
thing we must do was to make better provision 
for pro\·irling land for tho~o who wished to 
go upon the lanrl than what existed at present. 
The system of land sdtlcment in Queensland 
wanted overhauling. The avBrago rnan who 
camo to Qu{Jensland--ancl ho was speaking 
with an experience of se\~cn years in his own 
olcctorato~harl to wait eig-hteen months or two 
yoar8 before he could get possc>dion. There 
were iclle Crown lands which a man wanted to 
settle on, awl the roundabout., involved proce.ss 
generally touk about. eighteen months to con1-
plete. ln the meantime the man had oaten up 
a considerable portion of hi·3 capital, and worn 
his heart out in waitiHg, and iu m<1ny cases 
goes away in disgust. Untii we could bring 
that idle man and that 1dle p1ece of land 
together as expcJitlou.:J.ly i::t3 possible, the pro~ 
cess of inducing peovl~ to C(Jl'lH:; to Qw=~ensland 
was not likely to H~wceed very far. There was 
any amount of land in l/c:rensiand within a 
r-easouablo distance of a. raihvay, but what was 
lacking wen" roads. llcre) again, our systern 
elf inducing people to come here to select land 
was utterly wrong. \Ye built railways, and 
we did not take into consideration roads as 
feeders for these rail ways. \V e threw the 
responsibility upon the local authority, and 
they did that in a half-hearted way. 

Mr. WHITE: It is a good sy"tem. 
Mr. KE;.TNA: lt was a good system if it 

werG properly carrier\ out, but the test of a 
systen1 \Yl1S ils i-lucces:-:.. lie n1a1nta1n~~ th~t 
the road-rnaki(1g of tbe lo~al authont1e~ 1n 

lJue~nsland had not [.y;en a success, and su1ce 
the roa.J.s wer:G great feeders of the rail way, 
and gn,at suppliers of traflic to the railway, 
and great opc~ners-up .of land, any .systen1 of 
land settlernr,1t that chd no~. make better pro­
vision than existed at pre ,,ont for the provision 
of roads for the peopl•c setilcd in the neigh­
bourhood of raihvays was at fault. 

An Hu;-;orR.\BLE 1\h::rumn: That is what the 
pu.hlic e:;tato irnprlY\'enlent fund does. 

;\lr. KENNc\.: That fuml only touched ths 
fringe of ro::u1s in (Juct'nsland. r~hc best laud 
in the world was not vvortb a, fig unless we 
could get ac•.:c'·'::. to nwrke(. and. we co_uld not 
get accr:-:;s unk sit was ucar a ra1hvay hne or a 
o·oocl road. Take tlw Pacific Islands. They 
had the finest lllld richest eoil in t.he world, but 
1.':hnt \VELS it 'WOrth·: 

The SECRETARY }'OR EAILWAYS: They have 
u great sea highway. 

Mr. KE;-11'\A: :But if the hon. gentleman 
went and grcv .. · pineapples, how wo;.rld_ he get 
t.hom to market! It was the same 111 (2uecns­
laad. W c might go into the rich Northern 
scrubs a.ucl fell the- tlnl ber a.ncl grow sugar­
cane. but how were we going to get it to the 
lllill: The lane! "as lying rotting, and 1t 
would lie rotting nntil we could make some 
bett<'r provision' for giving access t.o it by 

Mr. /{enna.} 
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road or by railway. That was one of the 
reasons why there wa.s such a hig cry hrrP 
for railways~bccm.use the roads wf~rc not 
fornwd. [f \\O had better roarls feeding our 
Tailways, there wouJcl he less dcrnuncl foil' 
raihvHy; as a Ul( ans of opening up now land. 
Tl· on:._ts of providing the~se roads was 
thro <vn upon the local authority; tho local 
~tuthority got on]y a s1nall rate, and was ,,,ilJ· 
1ng- to sn<•nd thn rai·oC.., obtained fro:n nnY 
a.gricnlhlnd portion of itf.l arra upon tha't 
<-J,n'a, but we opimPd Hp hig o! scrulJ, 
cut th(-"1!1 up in th~ Lands f.,Ul'ITved 

rh<·In, and then ftun.s· the onus o£ nrovict'ing­
accc,s to thc;n on ihC' lor,tl uuthofity; anfl 

unforlm_latn fanner \vho tool.;: up land 
· the hopP. that a b0ncliocnt loc:al 

or ki11dlv ou]d nro\'irk hi1r"1 
t.o t.ln: V"a~ p-~nc:rally left 

o£ cnses }iko 
e-ITeetuallv d!''nl 

. pPopln 1r[}on the 
c1tlJCr b"" road or 

Hi:li__~\:d.? for
1 

the proChH ,c. t.h(~ 
_un 1ntr-11rt'"'d to votn for thiR 

bt>liPvcd that a good fL:-~ai of 
JDO;'!C',V L ~pent uro;l iBl11:1g~·;-~_tion in the pnst 
ha': HO! nc•C'n WJ~C1,V or JUcltctousl:v ~pf'nt. IIe 
hr.ht>Yf'rl <t lnr2,·c rnnnhrr of p0erplc \VC're 

hrrmght. out \Yhn1n th0 rPnntr:v \voulO hP 
bctt<:c Without. but at thn :;amo tirno h··' frooly 
afhn.lttcd .t~at a. largo nlnnlwr of 1nost dn­
Sl'l'VInq- cJhzrlls wer.~ brought out: hut ad-

wfs tnL-en
1 

o£ the freodonJ of getting­
dJ YWOiJtl' \YhO p0reolntC'cJ thl'Ol112'h 
to _other 8t·n tos. Bnt the da v for 

'.or(· r:;f th:Jng- \\af, pa.st. The svstc:~ of 
s:lcctn>g- _ ItnT!ll,Q'!·ants \Yas to bn pl-tt on a 
much. heiter hae1s, eo that we "houlcl g-et in­
dust~:lou'"l 1nen, rnen ,,-ith sr11aJl cap1b;I and 
hoalthv 111C'll ~ ho WOTtlc1 bP prodUC'"r<:.:: a~ Wf'J1 

as. c~nsun\r:-~rs, and who ·would. bevond aJJ 
Hung .. ;, he1p to ccttl0 that great Northern 
?r'ountry 1d~wh la..'" at- the grrteS of the Orient. 
1 h~t countr:r: 1· e \Votild sooner or later ha ye 
to . -1old ag<unst the s1varn1ing n1ilJ ions c f 
.As1~ ancl the ono .safeguard wliich the [Jeop{e 
~f "ILWensland ancl of Australia had was that 
"hat. _placo should be closely sett.led by an in­
dustnous peaoantry, who. 'xhcn the timo 
cfiamh e. to fight, ·would ha-ve somcthino· worth 

g 1hug for. c-, 

Mr. SW"\ YNE (Jlaf'kay): During this debato 
a consirl'eraolc (hsc~s:·non hac1 bern raised upon 
the nurnlwr of apphcani,s for relief. Ho should 
hko to polflt out that this had \'Cry little; bear­
Ing upon the qucstJon of t}H; unornployed. 
'r_~cro _v~Tre l11U1l.V rnen SO llr1fortunately con­
stitUted that within a \·cry short 1 i;ne of 
handhns, largo sumc; of 1noney they \Yf•re dc·ti­
tute. Fu• had li..n(Y\'11 case'-; \YhPre nU?ll had 
worked fixe or ,six months, and drawn bi{J· 
cheque;;, and tbf'lt vvithiu a fortni•rht or ~ 
week had lwnn ck.,titute: but the fact of tl~c o;, 
HH'll hmng Hl that pO'-,itiou could hardlv l)f' 
taken u.s in~1icating, that tlwre -,vas no C'mPlov­
tw~nt. .L\ga1n, t"hc're \\ea~~ another que ,,tion· that 
~ad ~W(~n .brov!!,ht up. It had b0cn ~tatcd thnt 
lmrrngratJon 1\'otdd produce an an1oant of nn­
omploy!IH'.llt, and put rnen nut of a job. I-:fe 
thonl/ht tJw he the case. if \H' 

got. <te::nrnblc rue·1. \'\'~'1'8 di.-:tricts in this 
Stat" \."hc'rr· ihee0-fonrths of rhc producPrs h.<td 
?Olll(: ont as inuuig:rants. or W<'~·c tho ··olw of 
Immtgr.anJs. The hou. 1ncnlbr-r for "\Vootha­
kata sa1d t:hQ HlOJ1ey spt'nt on iunnit;ration IYa:-; 
absol:.1tely \vastccl. 
~h. ·worms: I rlicl not say that. mid [ 

Rhould like to know what we gained by it. 

i\fr. S\V A YNE: In one sugar- district alone 
we gaincrl in one y0ar nearly £;,00,000 worth of 

[Mr. l{enna. 

produce. Every fanning representative in thf\ 
House had alluded to the scarcity of labour in 
the agricultural districts. Ha. ving a practical 
kuo\vledgP of tho sugar districts, ho could say 
that in 1UOD thon~ was a scarcity of :rnen t1) 

tako off tho crops. 
Mr. \Vocms: ·where? 

':r. 0:\W ~\ Y:-;:E: In the J.lctckay district .. for 
one. But tho following vcar. 180i. tlwre wero 
pl0nty nf cntt("'f:-'i, and Jw believ0d that thorP-
wer(• plenty of cutter;-; thi·.~ But in 1907 
thc-ro was a. scarci1y of rncn 1vork tho g"_TOI>·-
iug· u·ops. If ad Lhat not bc{'n the ea ··B. there 
\\'(.w.ld bu.vo been n1oro cane- to cut this yf·:n, 
a.11c1 consequently nwrc en1ploymr-nt for cano­
cntler.-;. On th0 question of the ocarci ty of 

hu would not i}rwk the testimony of 
-reprc cntatiYes, who, lw knew. wOuld 

}J; 0.r his bnt wnu1d :1(1c1nce th(' 
0-.·idcnct' uf fo1lov,·iug para.~-raph 
CllJPP:U'C'd in Dr. J\Ir:'\.vvdl's report on "Tho 
Bureau_ of Sugar Expcrirn~·nt Stations/' for 
the year 1906-7 :~-

:~.uTie 
of hbonr a 

determining- faet()J', to 
rontiT!lH, a.JJot.hnr crop .1t 1Pa!'l.t. tlH' t·:ltoorring of 
thosE varir.tiel) whkll ~till ~how a !'Olnp1etc~ immunity 
from di ~ca8e. .\s tiJC dil'c -~to1· c·xp• cs~Fd it to 
tile \\TitE'l' -·· 'l'lw final i~ lunr to get the 

('rop. bnt tlt of a CI'O}) t.bat 11~iys the 
nntl pos..;ibl~- ki:l<l nf r~rqp wl1icll t.l!e 

HTirh:l' 1-JI't'"'lmt Ja.bO\ll' (~{Jll\litiOllS, i:-; HblC to gut, 
at all. As a m~ttAr of fnet, the dii·eetor fnrther 
~~dell: f( IIir.;;h ex]JU~ItlCnt~ttion, ancl1Jrc l}e:-;t, nJoicrn 
methtHl..;; tl1at are pract.i.-:r~a in ollwr c~ille-growing 
C•Jllntrie~, are grrulnall\· twt~omi11g impO"!'iib!Cl in Qneens­
land, fln'3 to t.he \ran{ of la1Jonr powt-:~·, ,1t. a payiug 
rost, to earry nch lliClhods in1o pructice.'' 

..:-\ few Wt1 ""kR ag.) l\Ir. Tryon, the GO\'ernn1ent 
Enton1o]ugi.·;t, v1sited the C.11rm; districC in con­
nection with th·~~ grnfJ p<' st, and 1 n a paragra]Jh 
reJ~ort of his inYtstigations, which appeared in 
the Cow·icr, it ft'-1. stated-

He mentions that ~orne hmds ha Ye heen thrown nut 
of cnltiY:<ti••n, ~m1l the crop j.-; also ~hortf'r by rea~on of 
de·:reased thoronghness of labonr conditions tu a :;re (it 
extent. 

I\Ir. \Yoons: It is all a question of wages. 

~ir. S'V ~1 YXE: I{~ wnnld give the \Vages 
p,,id to men in his district, arHlleave it to hon. 
nJembers to say whet.lier agriculture cn11ld stand 
hil£her wag-e~. Cutters in his district e~-n·ned 
fron1 Hs. to 17f'. a day, aud Rome chipper~ wPre 
asking from £1 lTi~. ·to £2 2~. a Vileek in HJ07. 
Xo>v he would q11nte frnm the annual report (;f 
the Under Secrer,u-y for • .\g-riculture~· 

rl'hc i11Hux or expcrimoec;Ll farlllers and tl;c]r familie~ 
from the SontlH"rn ~tate~ awl eh:ewherc i.-1 ha\ing a 
Hutrkc<1 dl'ecr. u. <111 1 he :t~ roJHlm\- of tlt-. cli~tdnts in 
wllkh theY lmv{~ :'.Ctt!c:d, ~tlld th\; gain to the fanning­
communit}T t tn·oug·h their ad l'(~n t ·wonld hn con.:;ider­
ablc. On tl!e fltllf'l' l1anJ, skillr·<l and relirlble farm 
labour has hecn srap•e. and Ht prriorl.". i!fll'llnllarly 

hrtrVP~t time. Jll'Hl'tif>alJ.Y HliOhf<tiUahJe ftn' 
agricultnre as :::epal"<tte from the ~ugar in-

}{e t:wught thor;e qnot.ntion.3 were ouftieient to 
shoV'/ thR ;-;taJ..-. of t.h~.· b.bour n1arket as far HK the 
agricnlln!':-tl di ... trict~ wtrf> c·mcen1PCL There 
wa.:; ;·ne fRature of thi::s del nte \vhich was vbry 
gr:1.tifyiug, :\iHl that \Vas thar., although rn<l.ilY 
spc··kcr treq,ted the que:'ilon from th..: IlfLrr.ow· 
ndpect of snrne particular indnc;~ry, a few 
Inembers tl'eated it fro1n a bruac1 nationr-tl a~pee~. 
H8 congratnb,ted thp jnnior mr~n1lY.lr for South 
Bri . ._baue on ~.he Bpeech bd n1a'J.::., lwcau:'e t.ha t; 
hr.n. uwtr1bl~r lool.u·d at the rnatter frmn a lHV iunal 
standprlint, but voicing the viw.vs he~ did, he 
(Mr. Swctyne) could not underRtancl how the bon. 
mem\:er conld Rit where he did, because the 



Suppl,y. [18 DECEMBER.] Suppl;lj. 807 

Oppoi"iiti\)11 would not do \Vhat tbe hon. n1e1nher 
c lJl'<;i_d ~rc~i wa~ neces,.:. lry if they \vere in a poPi~ 
tion to control the ~dministTatiun of the c,,nntry. 
r_rhere was no nwrnher in the al-i far as he 
conld gathe.r~ \Yho was gmue enough May that he 
was oppo ?d to inunigration. Even the vart.y on 
the o her sic le of the House R>ticl they were in 
favour of i.rnrnigration, thongh, at tbe sa.rnc tilne, 
they took rrcti.on ·which '.von!d pre\~ent inuuigra~ 
tion, if it Wa;, RnccesBfnl. rrhev 1-'Hitl tht'V were 
-in L1.>'otn· of irnmigrati·m, b11t. dt.)ccted. to ·st~1te­
aidet1 Jm1P_igration. Callada was only five days: 
i:uil frmu (7,-reat Britf!in, while ~-\ustralia was fin-> 
,,·eek...:' flail. \Vonld rnen thke a five weeks' 
journey in::-;te[\d of a, fivo da;.;' jlnn·ney unit..,, 
they ,-.;·ere nfft~rAd ::it) me i71dueement to dn ~n? 
Tf v e "ttnt ·cl irnmigratiun, t.he 0tate II1U':'it :;pew{ 
1noney 011 it; and hP HlainLJ.infd t.ha.t, with the 
aJditionA.l produc;tinn Which \Vaf' tnki11g IJlacB iu 
t}w St~te, l1tOl1f.:;,v On iunnl~~'t'.1Liou wuulcl be 
money \·,ell ~::hnH:· nf the n~nni1w.ted 
sut_.Ji.r 1ahourer .... v,'ho cauw out last y~ n were 
alread.r on farm~ of their Q\Vll. Ht~ lnlHW rnen 
w1lo e;=unc frorn !\ C>r7,hern J{;urorw not \'ery long 
~-go -men who werl' UtlablG tu :>peak our lan~ 
guage, aud they \VPre novv on the lan~l en1~ 
pluyin~: Ltb ;-:_u·. I'he n1orv ll1Pn of that R 1rt we 
the better it won]d 1Jl' fnr the s~nte as [1. 

They h d heard n t:ood de:1l Q.bout ln1pnwing 
condltious of the but the very 1118111~ 
bers ·who talked ~o rd;cJut that hn.d nt1po~ed 
the p .s~',tge nf a Bill to nrovidB for work<-'r..,) 
ch'\.'dlingtl-a 111easnre that' wonlcl hrive en~tbl(:'cl 
~he worker to bec1Jn:: ' the o\vner, \vithin two or 
thret' :} R(1r..:, of thR in whlch h8 lived. A 
nw .. n with £-tbrH;t h HllJ' guod khearer 
ur sugur worker cnnld :1.-'1 ve in a f'ea,.on-eould 
become hlt• own h~.ndlnrd under that BilL rrhoBe 
memherM ~i_"tic1 thL,~ \\auted to inliJr'()\'8 the Cl,ll· 
dition,.of the. worker.-::, )'Pt thc-;y did everything 
they could to prevont that being clone. Tiley 
did nut want th•.,,.;__. n1en to become their own 
landlord::;, becan.se directly .a n1an becaroa a 
freehold er he tlPserted from their ranks. 

l\Ir. KERH: 1\o. 
l\Ir. S\V_,\YN}~: _..\'><trnle, when they brcame 

fredwlders, they ceac;ed to vote hbonr. \Vith 
r~gard to the time that heed been occ'lpiecl by a 
111otion for leaye to introduce the Port ~\Jni<:\ 
railwuy propo~al, he tnight point unt that only 
two llh:mb l':-' o)n the GovPl'f!llH~nt side ::.:pllke, 
-while Heven .spnke nn the Oppositinn sidt•. On 
the que>5tion pf the extr:.t sitting day, teu 1nen1-
lxr~ on the Opposition side and only three nn thP 
Cio\·ernment ~ide .c;.;poke, anr1 on the question of 
PXtra Hitt]ng hours eiEht Opposition rnernber" and 
three Go\'Ornment 1lH?lnber:o3 flpokc. 

The CH.-Ufl:\L\::1: Order! The hon. nwm­
ber i.s now reternng tu .t tl1.1Ltcr that ha~ nothi11g 
t:J du \\ ith t.hc question l~eforr the Connnittee. 

Nir. 8\V .A. Y~E: l{egar~ling t.hP- qne.-.,tion of 
inth•utedla.bmn·, it. wac; a :-.-v~tPm \'.'hid1 he did not 
thi11k wa-; ft gnPd onP. \\Then agre~nH~nt . .-. \Vf'l.',: 
111nde by iu difLwent 1-'arl:,.; of the \vorld 
hP. did think \Vt:rc likelv to b, sati~fc:,(~~. 
tcJry; !ttJd .lJ8 the prnpe.r~thing to do vas 
to bring the ont ~nd lf'ttve th8ln to mah.e 
their O\\·n ThP G,, vermnent were 

agr~~ements to be made at 
; but \'-hat the ernpl(•yer.s 

paid am11unteU to .,£1 4_...;, a wee;{ 'and 
rrlw brond nat.ionn,l of tht>. qw-r-..;~ 

tion (lf intlnigra.tion had been nn 1nnre 
than once, and very ably; rvnd the sprinnsness 
of thG neu:l for addition:.l.l po}Ju1ation wa" a, 
mattBr thnt ~hould 11ot he lc..-Jt sig-IJ!~ of. In J-he 
T'i ,,ws of 8th St'l!)tetllht~r wns an >H'ticl,.., expre, sing 
H)'mpathy on general gr(Jnnd~ \'llith tht~ policy of 
rt white Au,;;tralia, but decl ,ring that the Empire 
could hold em]<t,y space' for Au8tralia only if 
Austmlia wot1lrl do htT ntmost to utiliRe them. 

It went on to sety that the Empire, "'the price of 
its 8npp\)rt of a white pulley, might fnirly require 
a cnnsciPntiou~ effort un the p~trt of An~tralia to 
f':et nsldt> the jea~ousiFs th;1..t now chreked or han:­
pereU the .str8an1 uf innnigration, :ll!d dnnger,;usly 
ret~rded the penpliug of the An:::tralian conti~ 
nent. Tbat put the whole c:tse in a nutshell, 
and it nmsr. -bt~ apparent that thtl only way to 
retain pnsst=>'-':o:;ion nt A._n::;tralir., wa~ to encourage 
the jnnnigratlon of .Enropean raCEt3. 

Mr. K ~~OG H (Ro8c1cood): . In "l'e~king the 
-=-'\'t•nln:-4 on the I\gent-lieneral's vote he 
reff rel!CP to a st.atPlnent made by Rn hon. 

gelltlema.n--the leadel' of the Oypcsition, he 
ch:~ng-ht--\vith regard to the .anwnnt of 1noney 

to peopla 1n· .ught Ullch·r the anspiee?s 
the 0hft.~f Sr-·erc: <Hy. wa.:-> taken at 

th0 C~jL:f Sr-'crPtal'y fL1r having brongbt t1w::se 
l-'''o;,ls into t}Jt' Sr :!te; anr1 ,o::;mne na·tn1Jers v, e1 e 
under the imprP~~iPn tha~.t.he pay~£1 a \\e•:·k and 
rntitm.s- \'I[LS DPt snfr-iuient for men ~~f that c1 1 SR. 

H·~ ont t!: Queen~"l .... nd sorne ii.fty ye::trs ago, 
he h; i a g•)od dud to du with thP ~quatting 

eLrnent in Qut:t>H'-iand, ~o far n..~ 
[S.!iO 1J. m.J bt ·!llf! employed on the- st:.itions in 

the \-Ve~tern C(;tmtry ;;. ns C'-mcerned. 
}Ie had nn hcsitati(m in a--~erting that the 
ratir_ntt-: wh:'ub \~ en-7 1·ead out by the leadt\l' of tbe 
Oppni-iitim:t Wt'l'P far superinr to tho~e \Yhich they 
received in his (Air. Kcngh'") day. He did not 
~ y that tbe ratlnns \Yhich they receivBll at tha-t 
time wet·e gl)ncl and sufficient for the rnen 
·who rt~<..~•iv thc111. ~Chey 8 lb. of flour, 
2 lb. of ,-:H~::a.r, }b. of tea; 12 lh. of beef. 
The lis I read the le.-._der uf tht-J Opp:,sition 
\v'af:l 12lh. uf or ±lour, 20 lb, of lll8<tt~-

~lr . .Bo\VJIAN: I never referre(l to the rationR 
at. all. 

Dlr .. KEOCH: \V ell, it wtt:• un borJ. gentle~ 
ln:-1,n on the front Opp<:.":Jitiun bench, and the 
ration rea-d out by that lHYn. gentleman \Vas far 
better than they received in the olden d,tye. He 
could look hack with pride anr! pleaKure to the 
men who cmne out under the old r8gime, fmch as 
the latf~ .i\rchbishop Quinn antl oth~ r~, who cc"\,me 
out under Mr. :Jordan. They were nut spo01lfed 
in those dayf:l, and yet the men who came out 
tben ·were f:orrw of the br•st col·n1ist:c; in Qneens­
land to.dr,v. The land s!;rnid be made readv 
fur the pe~)r1le who were cnrning to Queen~land 
now. It1 fact, it would be better if all the Land 
Acts \Vere t ,ken and burned E-.0 that they could 
commence de nm·o. He nmrembered the J,and 
_Acto£ 18H~, \vhen nwst of the old. settlsr~ took 
np their land. 

The SECRETARY FOrt RAILW .. \Yt;: Selection 
1Jefnn: survey. 

Mr, 1\.I~OGH: YeP, they hod selec:ion before 
;.;nr\'ey in tLose day:-.-1 a1Jd there \Vns no rea~on 
why t'hey ~hc•u1d w)t t'f?Vt rr. tn tba,t t:>ystcm a~ain. 
1le would 11ot. like tn live in the (•ld conntry 
ng 1in, b~eau;.;e thi" w;~ . ..; his :ld<~lltFd lnn<i 1l(HY. 

:\Jr. :UoW,\lA::\: !-inw rntwh longer are you 

;~lr, KEO(~ H: About ten or fifteen years. 
(Lau!!hter.) Thc--Te WhR J1H thing that he C' 1mld 
look !);:,ck wilh pride on in _\U'~tralia, and. thn.t 
v,:J~ tl<at sin<;e h~~ 11ad ht~en hen~ no onu cuuld 
point the uf seurn at bin1 and .::;ay, 
'' }(r-ogll, ynn nnt Atra.ight." lie. had 
ahvays JWne "t;·alg!Jt) v;oulcl do Rn to the 
end. (lie:H, Lt-:11' ~) Nothing ""~,\'Ol1id givG:: hin1 
~rea-::er }Jlct::;nr~ than to SlllJ1JOrt the innnigration 
Yoie, and he thought uiember. of tb(:J C:J.binet 
erred in not Ina.l.:ing- thn vote larg-er tbn.n it waR. 
Tt "honl<l lw £100,000. He agreed with the late 
Tre :smer that, if they did n< t ta,ke tirne by the 
forleoel<, they would ha Ye the Nc:rthern Tt>rntory 
peopled by a class of men they did not want. It 
was far better to nffer inducements to their own 

Mr. Keogh.] 
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people in the old country, and as they had plenty 
of land it would be better for the Stale if it were 
taken up. He agreed with the President of the 
"Lnited States that they should fill up their empty 
spaces with white people. The Opposition seemed 
to think that there were sufficient veople here 
already. He did not think so, and the more 
pnple they brought to Queensland the better. 
Although the Opposition might be prepared t.o 
run down Queensland, it was the finest country 
under the sun. Members of the O!Jposition lived 
in QuePIJsland, and they could not live in another 
conntry under such prosperous conditions as they 
rlid in this grand State of Qneenslanrl to-daJ;. 
(Hear, hear!) Queensland was the best State of 
the Commonwealth, and only wanted more popu­
lation. ·why should they frustrate the action of 
the GovernmeDt, who wme doing all they pos­
•ibly c0ulrl to further the interesLs of the State? 
The only way to make Queensland great and pros­
perous was to bring more white people here. They 
should get more people from the N"rth of Europe 
-Danes and Germans-as those who had already 
con1e from those countrie.s had rnttde their mark 
here. H':!knew_thosprnen-agreatnunlberof them 
came into the State some year; ago. The elec­
torate which he had the honour to represent­
l{osewood-had been pe,pled by some of the 
hest Cl)lonists in this State-that ;1·as people of 
the Tentonic 1ace. Tho.se "ere the people who 
ought to be induced to come ont beee. Thev 
had proved themselves eminently fitted d,s 
colonists. There was an old saying-and he 
thonght it was a true one-that the Gerrnan:5, 
1.vhere they had colonies of their own, wen" not 
as good nnloniHts as when they were under the 
Briti.sh ft,g, He did not know why that was"''' 
hnt i.t v1as urohllblv hPr~!nl'P wP \\l{:ll_'n TYlnl'r'l 

liberal, and d-id not r"estriot their a-ctions in·-~1~V 
mctnner. Thc·y were alway3 willing tn give thern 
a helping hand to get on. He made thos8 remarks 
with the double intention of askincc the Premier to 
bear in miud, 'vhen he was getting people to corne 
out here from Enrope, notto forget thr'"e people 
in the North of Europe. He believed in bringing 
out the won1en a,lso, as he \\'a,:; ahvay.s !n favt1lll' 
of the ladies conring here-·(bughter}-witb their 
relatives and friends. The Premier was very 
emphatic in stating that the b·st class of women 
to \ning- to thio State was cert ..inly not from the 
populous centres, snch as London, Liverpool, 
and Edinburgh, but from the country district>. 
He {:\Jr. Ke~>gh) held that that was the proper 
class to get~good :;trong girl~~wh{Y'' would. 
turn out the best families they possibly could. 
(Laughter.) He trusted the Premier would not 
be svaring of the £30,000, if it. was possible to bring 
out that clt1f:S of people, and the soon8r they were 
brought here the better it wcmld be for the State. 
No country eould. g11 on prospering unless they 
bad population, and unless they had the people to 
till t 1 

"' land. It had been said by some bon. 
1nf'Inbnr;.:; that when the in11nigrr.nts landed here 
they did not know anything about ploughing 
and other >vork on the land. He thongbt. one of 
the best things possib1e under thP circurnRtarnces 
would be for the part:e, corr1ing· ont here first of 
all--t h~.., ne\vchunu~-to take 'vurk frorn the men 
who wel'e alr~ad.Y on the soil. From lds long 
experience he had fdund that s01ne of tbe immi­
grant.::, \Vhen they took np land) were not very 
far behind our own colonists, and got on quite u,s 
welL They n1ight not; drop into the ReasotJS so 
well as our own colonl~ts, but where they 'vent 
in with the ddtr colomsts no duuht they would 
get gdod advice, and they were always prepared 
to accept it.. Tile Premier, during- the htst 
session, stated he would be prepared to grant 
160 ncres to every irnrnigrant that came to this 
State. 

The SEC!UlTAHY FOil RAILWAYS: They can geb 
it for Hnthitlg'. 

[.!VIr. ]{eogh. 

Mr. KEOG H: If those inducements were 
held out tu the puople in England, Ireland, 
Scotland, and throughout Northern Europe, no 
doubt they would get people to come out here, 
and they would not come out as paupers, but 
would bring money with them as they did in 
New South '\Vale.s, Victoria, and the other 
States. Let them do all they possibly could to 
indnce that class of settler to come out here. 
He would not debar any man with his wife and 
fan1ily coming out here) because every person 
who came to the country was worth a large 
amount of money to the State in labour and what 
they produced. He had heard it ot~ted that 
some of the people who came out as farmers 
wer8 not the class of people that wn.s wanted, 
but in all his knowledge of the people who had 
come to this State as farmers, he had never 
known any of those men looking fur rations or 
any assistance whatever; they simply went on 
to the soil and made a living. He trusted the 
vote would go through, and not only £50,000 
but double that amount would be spent for 
such a. good purpose as irnmigration. 

The PRE:\IIER: He would not detain the 
Committee very long, bnt he thonght it was 
desirable to refer to a few matters before the 
debate was closerl. He thought the very import­
ance of the subject justified the debate that had 
taken phwo on it, not only because there was a 
strong rliffereuce of opinion in the House but 
because of the importance <lf the subject itself. 
Hj~ must say that, un the whole, the d:-bate, con­
sidering the importance of tll8 subject and the 
strong Q;fferPnC(' of opin-ion that existed, had 
been exceedingly moderate in tone. 

:vir. HuWlHA~: You do not think tin1e ha'3 been 
wasted over it? 

The PREMIJ~R: No. It was true that i'ood 
results might have been got in less time; but 
Parliarnent was rea11y a rat bercun1 brous ruachine, 
and, "ll the whole, he thought the dt b~te had 
be<':il quite well worth the time spent on it. 

Yir. BOWMA:-:: That is an admission. 

The PREMIER: ·what struck him in connec­
tion with the debate was that most of the 
speeches from the Labour section of the Opposi­
tion, and one or two fron1 the other section 
of the party opposite, did not support the amend­
ment of the leader of the Uppo"iti•m at all. 
Most of the speeches were really opposed to im · 
migration >tltogether. 'rhe speakers did not say 
that they were opposed to immigration. On 
the contrary, they said that they were not 
oppnsed to inHnigration; but tile ~ugurnents 
they put forw«rd would not support the amend­
ment of the leader of the O!Jposition-they 
would kill his amendment to vote £20,00() just 
as effectually as they would kill the voting of 
the £ii0,000 on the Estimates. 

I\Ir. R YT,_\:-.ID: Yon takb an extrPme view of it. 
'f1htTt3 i.s a happy rnediun1. 

The PHE:V1IER' He was exceedinr;-ly glad 
of the debate for the reason that it showed quite 
clearly that there was growing np a consensus 
of opinion in AustraliA, and in Qneenshtnd, that 
it was their duty to bring in innnigmnts. 

GOVEHXMR:-:'1' l\InmRns: Hear, boar! 

The PREl\IIEH: It wa; a duty they could 
not get away from. Even the Labour party were 
recngni.sing- that. The\" had dropped out of 
their platform the plank which said that they 
were opposed to State-aided hnmigration. 

Mr. HARTHCRE: No. 

The PREMIER: Well, it had either dropped 
out or it was there now. 
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Mr. HARDAORE: \Ve have not dropped any­
thing out. \Ve ha,·e always held exactly what 

. we hold to-day. 
Mr. D. HuNTER: You will not find it in the 

platform now. 
The PREMIER did not wish to say anything 

that would tempt reply, as there was not much 
time. The tone of the debate showed quite 
clearly that every sensible man in tbat Chamber 
had C(}llle to recognise that it was their duty to 
till the great empty spaces, particularly in their 
Northern territory, with white men. Every 
man who believe:l. in a white Australia recog­
nised that it wa< their duty to do that for the 
sake c.f ensuring a white Australia, and that 
there was no other way by which they could 
ensure a white Australia than by filling the 
great empty Northern cquntry with white men. 
They might disagree as to the details. They 
might disagree a• to how to do it ; but he was 
glad to see that it was now recognised that it 
was a duty they could not with safety neglect 
much longer. The hon. member for Leichhardt 
had s<eid, by interjection, when the hon. member 
for Croydon was speaking, that it w0nld take lOO 
years lu fill this country. Probably it would 
tal<e more than 100 years to fill it up adequately. 

l\Ir. AumY : That is no reason why we should 
not start now. 

The PHEJYIIEH: As a matter of fact, that 
was exactlv the rea.':lon that. was pressing on 
them. He' said two or three years ago that they 
had prob-<bly a generatiPn ahead of them­
twenty-five ur thirty years-in which to make 
t'On1e j_~rovit-ion for thA protection of Northern 
Austr"lia. If hon. members said they might do 
it in 100 years, would they do it all at once at 
thA end of 100 years, or would the country lie 
idle there for lOO year,,? None of those things 
would happen. If they did not begin anrl do it 
now for themselves, or if those wh_, came imme­
-diately after the!ll did not do ir, they wouhl be 
very sorry for the neglect tbat they had been 
guilty of. 

GovERN11ENT JY1Esl!3Elt~: Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: A great national que,~ti<,n 
like this was not a party question, or it should 
not be a pnrty question. If any question sbouH 
be considered "'part from party or person- I 
politics, it was this question. It was a. quedtion 
that ought to be so considered, not only for thre 
safety of this great country but for the safety 
of their \ViveH and children. Their very existence 
as a democratic white community depended 
upon it. The broad result of the debate was to 
show that the Parliament of QueenelaJJd was not 
opposed to immig1·ation-that the Parliament of 
Queensland was beginning to recognise clearly 
their pressing duty in thio mottter. He clid not 
think that a single men:ber had risen through­
out the course of the debate and ha<! said that 
1le wa9 opJ.oe:ed to innnigration, root and branch. 
All they hacl said was that tlley we1·e opvosed 
to indh.criminn,te irnmigration. Now, who \VaH 

proposing indiAcriminatfl irnmigration? Cer~ 
tainly not the Government. As the best authority 
he could gee for the intentions nf the Govern­
ment be n"'turallv turned to the Wm·ker. 
(Laughter.) -

1\ir. I~YLAND: I thought you st1id you did not 
read the TV orker ? 

The PREMIER: He found in the Worker 
the immigratiOn conditions as advertised by the 
Government. He wanted hon. members who 
had been hinting, withrut saying it, that the 
Governi)]ent we1e advocating indiscriminate 
imtnigrn1 ion, to listen. 

Mr. RHAND : So you are advocating indis­
,crirninate imtnigration. 

The PREMIER: He W<t< afrai<l the junior 
member for Gvmpie did not read the rVm·/ce?'. 
(Laughter.) He regretted that the hon. member 
had followed his bad example in that respect, 
because, if the hon. member was "' close student 
of the TVor-h:er, he would have known better. 
Here was the only kind of immigmtion tha~ was 
going on in Queensland at the present tnne : 
First, "Asilisted Immigranb/'-Farmers in the 
old country who could show that they had some 
capital, could deposit a minirnu1n arnoun t of 
£50 WJth the Agent-General, which amount was 
paid to them when they got here ; "''"l they got 
a passage to Queemland fur £5. The next form 
of in1migra.tion was "Ncnninated Immigrants" 
-which hon. memberR opposite quite approved 
of. 

Mr. RYLAND: It is the least objectionable. 
(Government laughter.) 

The PREIYIIER: They had reduced the rate 
for nominated im1nigrants to £4 for males and 
.£2 for fPnlales. The uext forrn of inunigration 
was ''Contract Immigrants ''-where an em­
ployer who would agree to p:w satisfactory 
wages and to giYe a year's employment coul~ 
have an employee enf(aged in the ol'l country 1f 
he paid down £5 for hi::; pa"sage rnoney. 

Mr. BoWMAN: \Vill you he able to tell us 
to~nigbt how nnv~h hl.t, b~en lodg-Pd by the en1-
ployers with the dq1~rtment, aud how much has 
been paid back to them? 

The PREMIER : No, he could not tell. 
::VIr. HYLAND: Over £600 has been spent. 

The PRK!vrn:R: Over £600. 
Mr. IVfULLAN: Your own officer Rays the indent 

system has been very unsati,factory: 

The PREMIER: That hctd nothing to do with 
the syston; it had only to do with the men. He 
had his doubts whether many who bad been 

hrought out were unsatisfactory. 
[H p.m.] He did not doubt that there h:td 

been a number who \Vert:' unsatis­
factory. They could not bring GOD working men 
out without finding son1e were unsatisfactory. 
But he did not want to get away from the point. 
He had shown three ways in which people might 
he assisted from the old country to this country. 
First, the assisted immigrants who paid £5 for 
their own passage; the next, nominated irrlllli­
grantl'l, whn 1nlght have the n01nination 1noney 
paicl here; and contract immigrants, who got 
brought out if the employer paid £5 a head. In 
addition to these three ways, free passage was 
given to the wives and daughters of the immi­
grant, and to his sons under eighteen years of 
age, and to female domestic serYants. No\v, 
wuuld hon. gentlemen opposite tell him what 
one of these they described as indiscriminate? 

JVIr. HAIWAOltE : 'Jhe contract system is m­
diHcr-irninate. 

'fhe PilEMlER: Jlid 1 he hon. member for 
Leichhardt mean to say that the contract system 
as ca,rriPd out thPre was indiscriminate? 

Mr. HARDACRE: All kinds of characters are 
brought in. 

The PHE::\UER : The hou. member did not 
know the nl8Qning of \Vurdl'l, He 111ight say that 
it was a bad system-he might say that we 
should not llu that-but it wn'" ntere fo(Jlishnes~ 
to call it indiscrillJinate. \Vhen the sugar­
planter,; came to him they wanted him to bring 
in an indiscriminate number of labourers. They 
told him that 4,000 or 5,000 woulcl be required, 
and they wanted him to bring in that nu m her at 
once, without regard to labour conditions in the 
State. That would have been indiscriminate. 
But he told them that if they wanted one man, 
or wanted ten men, then they should engage to 

Hon. W. Kidston.] 
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give that man a year's en1ployment at certaiu 
wage.-;) D.nd pay part of his passagr n1oney. He 
tlwught Lhat \va~ di~crirniuating a good rleal, 
and they thon_ght it \V a:-> di~crin1inating too nniCh. 
They n1ight otJjc>ct to the Govennltent hringing 
im1nigrantf., nnL!er that eunrlition, lmt. it was m.ere 
fnolishn2~~ to ~lH tk abont such a bysten1 a;-; an 
indi~crirninat.· .--ystenL ..c\s a nu1tter of fact, the 
Govpn~ment h.ad been exceedingl~r careful to try 
to n.vo1cl ftt)()thug the htbour u:arket ; they had 
been deemed to have lJeen Cf1l't-Jn1 iu that. re: .. pect. 
}i'a.r fr·onl being lndiscrimin:,tP, his simple cortvic· 
tinn '' 3,'3 this : That ]n:::;teRd of r.he 200 a rnonth, 
or ~-m11ething like thn.t;, the.~,' \Vere bringing out 
--llecanse during the pt osent they \.vcnld 
hav€ bnnl'~hr out a.bout 1 hen the next 
stt>-lmcr canw in~-ncx·., yFar Lhey \Verc 
tht· llTinging out of tlw I)<Ln1e nu1nher 
thtdl' colltnlct with the Briti . ..;h India Com1uny. 
They rnigllt get that nun1ber just lJP81Ul u they 
conlrl not a nHtnbt-H' of ~rttlen; 
quicki? 
inader1ua.te :::Tclnilenients of 

l\t:lr. BO\Yl\lAN: !{ou are not brin~·ir.g C•nt 
pure]~~ ag-riculturL.:tt:, yun know. 

The l'RE;)IIER: Yes, thPv wP,re. Perh~nJs 
he should rctther Ha.y th1_.•y \'en~ tryi11g tq brir;g 
them out. 

LAnm;n ::\[E}!BEJ:H: Oh ob ' 

The rJl1~l\IIEl-t: :Pecple g~;t through the 
meshe,:o;, 

J\Tr. H YL"Sll: I h"' e been spe"king tu a gr~"t 
111any mechanics. 

Tlw l:'liEMflo;H: .lnst so. The Cr•ll(]ition of 
thing·" ~n the~ o1d conntry \Vas s.o had in the iron 
trade that they conld fin o. ,.hip in " clay, and 
every rla,y for a month, with people \vhrJ ;.qmld 
he glad to get a\Yay fnnu tbat ~._,ountry. They 
hn.d bP€I! tryiPg to get only agricnlturallahonren:-J 
only thos~:~ accustomed to coantry OC'CUlJ'l,t1nnf<, 
but evr,ry nov .. · and aga.in thls nu1n and that rnan 
got thr<rugh the rne h, and got his pasf.: t~e out 
here. lt wa.s ditlicult to pmYent dut. He 
thought it waR desirR,ble to prevent it a<:J tnueh as 
possible. 

1\Ir. JYIAN::\ : The i1n1nigratlon agenb are 
allowed tn choose. 
Th~ PHEl\11El1: He knew that a ntnnlJer of 

men on the othPr side of the Cbarnber did not 
think it .1s a good thing to pay irnmigration 
agents by result-they should pay them "tixed 
wage, and then they wonld not < tre \'t?itPtber 
they gut irnmigrents or r,ot. It was a difficult 
matter to elect! with; ];robal>l:· any syiitem they 
adopted would ha Ye its 0\\'11 eYil;-;, Tho:-'e were 
matters of detail chat it waH quite right to l>Lmo 
the Government for. 

l\lr. Eo'' :\IAN : ~T ery in1portant dr,tail) too. 

'T'hc• PREP.liEFt : L1_ny t:'lTnr8 of det.::til of that 
kind it\\ :k; qtiite! i.i..;ht to blan1e t:he .A.d.n1iui tra~ 
tinn for, beean::::e it W<:LR their dut.y to j·.rv and 
aVtJirl .-.:;uc.;h error~ nf d.eJ-:Lil. A.! I r.hP uuui-'. his 
convictim1 \VaH thntthe prec.;ent nize of t11~" il.;lmi­

gration strer1m to ({nee11~land v a~ alt(Jgetlier di~~ 
prop{Jri.innnte to th(~ C<tpacitiP:-i of (~ueensb,nd-­
,~,.-~_-t.:-: altogether lli:-.:pl'tl})urti•ma.te to the nrg· nti 
net'd there wa;-; for filling Xnrthern <.-tue~n~lawl 
··1\lith \.o,h]te nH:n. 
. ~.r r. BowMAN : Are t.hey g-ning to be t;elected 
111 the ,s,,.me '.\a.y as yuu 1-1r1id ·: 

The Pl{E~ilER: It was a systmn that re­
quired " good dettl of careful h"ndling, out it 
was thG best system we hac!. Ho WPcnted 
hon. gc;ntlcrncn to know that they wore going 
to try to overhaul our systern of survey, to 
see whdhcr thc'y could not open up the land 
of Quecn,Jand at a much quicker rate than 
w<F) no;.•.r be1!'1A" done. He recognised how 
groat dtfficulbes there were in the way, but 
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if these clifiicnltics could be oyercome. and 
tlw lm1ds of (,!tlCotJShmd could be opened up 
at a rnue:h quicker rate than was. 110\V being 
done, thc•n the 200 a month, or the 2,000 a 
year th(:y ,-.;;ere proposing to bring in, would 
be altogdhcr inadequate. As a matter of 
fact he would be rejoiced to sec. not 2,000 a 
year, but 20,000 a year coming to Queensland, 
if he could only see the way of settling them 
when they got lucre: because, if we multiplied 
our t:wttlers at that rate, we conld take the 
n1ochani( of all kinds along with such a 
flood of settlers. That v:as the kind of immigra­
tion that (~uccn.·-land required, not a dnbble, 
dribble of 200 a month. While he said that, 
he was just as desirous as any hon. rne1nher 
on tho other side of the House. to avoid in­
discrjnlin~tte irn1nigratlon-~to avoid flooding 
! itr:~ labour 1lH1xkot and nmklng Inisel'able, not 
o11ly tlw people \YO brought hew, but the 
pcopk · ·ho wen\ already hen~. rThat \Vas a 
difficult job iu a LJunlry lij1..e CJ.H"-"'lH land, 
with the irregnlar character of its indu~~tries, 
hut that was \:·ha.t the Govcrnrncnt were 
going tu try to do-~not to n1akc the number 
o_f _irnmigTants less. bnt to t.ry to grc'at.ly mul· 
t.1ply the nun1bcr of .i.nnnigrantP., and it 1\'0uld 
bo a. good job for C)lH't:~nsland. if the Govern­
ment -,·ern able to c!o it. 'l'wo thinrrs had 
i'""'' ill the c.mrse of the debato by way 
of objectiOn to the propo als cf the 
Uo-.;;ern!nent. One \Yas that the Vi--aP"PS he 
qu.otcd for the \Vc·.torn country Yvcrcoinade­
qnate. General statPrncntr. \\"C'l'O n1adc that 
~1lglH'r \':age.:; WPl'P paid there than was shown 
hy 1"1H' rPport he got fron1 Govcrnrncnt. in~ 
''I?.ec;tors out tht~TC~. ' r~..,hc l118ITlber fol~ Ba:Onllf\ 
.\ t r. I.:1nd, did not take up that stand. Ho 
seemed to take up a much wider line, and he 
knew a3 1nnch about the conditions in that 
p:1rt of the cnuntrv as 1nost n1C'1nbcrs who 
ktd .cpn,kon. .That hon. member took up this 
I me: 'I hat Judgmg from the wage'" paid 
there could not he "ny very great scarcity of 
labour out there, or the wages would have 
boPn higher. 

idr. Bow"i'ITA-:\:: But he aL':lo told vou solnP­
thing di!Icrnnt-that in ths first six "months of 
the ye<tr trhoro was vny littlo employment for 
\V Pstcrn men 

Tho PHK\IIER: Thev all know that. 
~Ir. Bo"\VMAN: Jtcs; b~tt you did not ~tat.-· it. 

The PHE:\HEHo: 1'\o. ho die! not . t"te it; 
lmt he had puintefl out ovn and onn· again 
il! the Houee ho\'. f!iffic ult the labour problem 
m (~uc'""lancl was m"clo bv tlto fact that. tlw 
\Ye~tern country, the sugar country, and the 
farming country all wanted lal1our at the 
sante period of th{~ vear. and thrtt a larg& 
nuJnbt'r of ll1('Il were icllo uft0r that pe~·iod; 
aJHl lw h:td iri(,~d to pn ,h on Govc·nnnt'ilt raii­
'va:vs and uthcr public works rarl:' in th0 year 
last. vcnr aad h.-· \Yould do t.hr s:nuc this 
year_:_ .. ) as to eqnal.is{~ thingf: as .much a: 

in tho slack timG of the -,;·car. r-Jo 
COU! c1 WC ll clo morE' tlw n 

that. But to r·elurn to figures in tlw !i t, 

h0 hhd ~uh>:nitt0d, he inYited ~neciflc cont-ra~ 
d.ictions of any of thn figures' jn thut list. 
L< c:t:tel' he wishcrl to get nt the truth of the . 
ntaHPr. nnrl so far as 01C':" had gonn h{~ l1ad 
got only one actnal contradjetion, and that 
~;ras frnll1 tb~ hon. no0mber for "\Ni(18 Bav. 
1\Ir. \\' ulkrr. , ... ho pointed out ono case ;n 
his own disfrict whcro the \vages were stated 
to bo 15s. a week 1vhcn he knevi-' thcn1 i:o bt?J 
£1. He would h'wo that statement verified. 

:f\fr. l{EE~R: 'rhe P'1 me i.hing oc;curs in the 
Barcoo cl'lstrict. 

'l'he PRE::\IIER: \V ell. the pape-rs bad been 
here a couplG of days now. 
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-.\tf-1·. KERR: T mnrkcd t.he cr!s~•--: on th~ paper. 
The PHE:\IIER: Any figures markcJ on 

the paper would b" Ynificcl. All he would 
:":iay novv \Vas that certain pastoralists wanted 
1113'11 accu.':\tornt;:'d to stock fro-n1 tho old 
country. 

:Yir. KRRR: Experts. 

The PREMIER: Yes, experts-men accus­
t.orncd to cattle and sheep in the old country, 
and ho proposed to them that the wages of 
such n1cn shnuld bo £1 a week, 1vith board 
and lodging, for the first six months of the 
year -for 'd1ich th··y ore engaged) and :B15s. 
a '"c~f'kJ with board and lodging, for the 
second six months. Those "\vages were very 
fair, judging from the figllrcs which were 
supplied. 

'Yir. IIA~!ILTON: You did not stipulate that 
with tho 11rst batch. 

The PREMIER: Ilc did exactly the same 
with rhe first batch as ho wa.s doing in the 
pre:::en t instance. IIe acted on the infonna~ 
tion snppliod to hin1. 

i\Ir. IZERP.: The arrangc-~mPnt \vith tho first 
hatch v:as made before you got the informa­
tion you now have. 

The P HE:\IIEH: Yes; he only got that in­
formation the other day. Something had 
bP :n said about the money sp{~l1t in charitable 
relief. H anybody would look at the figures 
quoted by the hon. "1cmber for '\Yoothakata, 
they '"·ould see vdmt a sn1all an1ount, con1-
parati·n~ly speaking, \-vas spent in charitable 
relief in those cli~tricts: and when it was rc­
rnernbercd that \\'idows' were given charitable 
relief, it would be readily understood that 
t.hose figures were no indication of the con­
cht ion of the labour market. The best in­
dication as to the general prosperity of the 
people of Qu,censland at the pn·sent time was 
the pooplc:'s saving-, in tho Govern1nent Sav­
ings Bank. (Hear, hear!) 

J\Ir. '\Vocms: V on denied ja"t now that you 
told the mmnber for 1<'lindm\' that yr,u would 
not t"ke the wor.:l of the secnt<try of the Austra­
lian \Vorkerc Union. 

The PllE!\1IgR: He did not 'J.Y he would 
not take his word. He said he did not ask him 
for infonnr~tinn, and he h~d no intention nf doinv, 
so. 

Mr. P,\Y"E: Ynn tnlcl me it wonlcl not be 
official. 

The PRK\IIER: :'\o more it would. 
11r. PAY:s'E: Bn~ you g~>t infunnation from tlw 

Pas:toruli~t;;:.' _c'\.s.sociation. 

The l'RE~IIER: He did nut seek for infnr· 
mation from thf:' Pastorali ~ts' .~\_~;:ociatil)n, l-Ie 
would not think of f{oing to either the Pa!-'­
torali8ts' .1\.r.:sociation ur the ~Pcretary of the 
uni1m for this information. He had nu busi­
nes~, nnle:',c:.:. tho<::.e tignres Wi-'l'e q ue.:3tiorlPd, 
to go tu c-ithP:r the ;)PCr.:'tary of thp, union 
or the P'lst1n·alist .' ..-\-..~ucia.tion. }3at \Vith regard 
to the gmlel'<ll pr ... •~perity (If tLe conntry, he 
wunld }1olnt ont th:tt the snviugs of ihe pr:op1e of 
Queew.;\1nd, as .shown the \~.n·prnlllent S:L\'-
ings Bank, increased yPrd' Ly £3/t~,OOO ; and 
in t.he last ~eyeutecn nllmthtS--frnrn the h•t Jnly, 
1H07, td th~ rnd yf ~o\·eruber la..'->t--they in~ 
creased by .t:i07,000. 

l\Ir. :J.Il~LL.\.~: D m't furJZet that i;,inc,: the 
bank smash nearly all the businPSN men, corn­
nlerciaJ travPJlers, and ot.hers--

GOVEI<X1fENT :IIEmlEHS: Oh, oh! and laughter. 
::\Tr. l\luLLA~: I-Iave pnt rnonev intn the 

Gnvernrnent Saving~ Bank up tn the' full limit. 
(Government bughter.) I know what I am 

hlkir.o- 8JYwtt, and I .:-.1y u~·"i.t has h::~r:!! done­
~l~;;j~~g tht• L1hv fifteen year~:~. (C~overnrnent 
laughter.) 

Th~· PRE:\T1EH : It .. -·a8 quite unrH~ee~sary 
to t~tkc any notiC'e of that i11terjectinn. It was a 
loug time ::3ince tbP. bJ.nk snw.sh. That occu1red 
jn 18D3, fiftten ye:1rs 8g'), and bad very little tn 
do with the incn"•i-e lha,t bocl taken in the 
depositA in tlw (_iovern ment Ga.Yillg"' \'>'i thin 
t.he: last ~e,Tentt:Pn months. 1-Je h~td occ;lsinn to 
::;peak ubont this m3•tt-T P[l,rlier in th8 
a.nd he trJtn i'ihowerl Lhat tLt~ savings the 

1,f (lu- :::nsland }Jractically h1:rUllllt'?d t'l 

: tha~ PH ,m fan1il.Y in 
QueenRland h.•d £,')0 in the ;:;:tYings 
Bank. If you t(Jld tha::. to il1e old 
conntry they would hurJ.ly There 
\-Vere fP\V e.mntries in the y,:orld, UJ;tt 
co-uld Nhow :tnd JJOt 
look Wt'll fm· h~ ahvay:; crJliug 
ont abc.Jnt the conditi1lns of::- hL 1.:.:orke1.., 
Thert~ were ~r:-n-- t.:(~;un~~·.ie.':l ~J~ the \\.:orld, \vbere, .-{Jl 
thir1g_, ;n~tdl~re"-·CJlltJat·t', and 

conditiun~-thP 
ofi' tha,n in Qurew·>land. There wert? plenty of 
difladvantc.gP:s herP, iudl..-:U_otrial :.tnd oLi-:Prwi..:.e; it 
was a conlpn.ratiYely new Cdllntry, \VlH:-re 
huil to up \\'ith m::tny incnnYenience, 
cn!arly who \\·eut out into thE' ; but 
everything considered, Queensla.nd vva;-;.; not a hrtd 
eou11try to eom8 ·Lo, and n1o~t of the mfm bers 
in :.h::tt CL:unLer ware evidenl, of the fact. 
\Vhfn hr v.·as in the old cnunt.ry ht: U1et son1e 
soeialist,<:..-~ 

An HoxontABM: :\[EMBElt: Did you take them 
out in the n1nlor-car? (Laughter.) 

The P J.l.EJI1 EH.: They "vere surpriR(~d at the 
attit.nd\~ \vbieh Rociali~ts in Australia took up in 
OPllOsing innnigration-in oppm-;ing the coming 
to this euuntry of other labotu·erH: let theu.1 be 
black or \vhite. They did not understand th8 
race trouble as it \Vas nnder.stoo.i here. ..t\.s H. 

!natter of fact, it wa~ not E(lciali~lll that objected 
to innnigraiits; it was trades nnioni.s1n; it was 
the (!ld i-_;nild system. It wa:-> :-;ociali~ru for the 
Government to bring in innnigrants. Tt wu.s State 
a~~-Jista.uee to the indiv]dt1al, and it did not 
matter whE-ther the indlYidual wa.s a. workPr or 
an employer, it wai'3 Statt- c:o-uperation all the 
sarne. 

::\Ir. liYLA:->n: Are you the be3t sort of 
socitdif't'? 

The PHE?.IIER: I-fg waR nnable to oay, like 
the ·Horne Sec t-t,cuy sairl this eveJJi.ng, that he 
had much admiration for the ideals of the 
.~ociaJi~t. He had 11eyer been able tn :-:ee the 
beauty of the millennium thP sncia.listR held ont, 
a.nd he did not think it- would be a good st_tte qf 
society. Ife admitted that th8 idt ,l c1f d')ing 
a, way ~·wi' h lliHCh (~f the sr'cial injtJ.c::tice' that ob­
tained nndPr the cnmpt=:titiv9 sy;.;tem was qnite 
g1H:d, and nobody eou]d lu .. 1p ha.\·iug Runw syrn­
pn/hy with it; 'unt the whole :-:y~V-·m, with its 
limit:.ttion of individual effort, would not hdp the 
world in the <md. .\ll thar. ""' by the way. 
~light he ~uggPst, a.s a r• nlt of tbi~ Ui .... c:n.s..:::ion, 
that the 1nember for Fortitude '\.TalL-y should 
\V it hri.nnv hi;.; anJt>.udntent. 

:\Ir. \Voons: Sit down, and g-in~ hirn a 
ch<nlce. 

Tbe PHE\llER: Let them a]i cnmbiue to 
try a nu send (.,lnePll ,]and ahead-~ 

::\Ir. BOII'il!.-\": Combine with ynu, after what 
is going to happen at 10 o'clcck ! i_ won1d l1e 
."'-orry ~o cou1bine with you. 

The PRE::\1IER: And make Queensland not 
only a. better country for the individual rnen and 
women \-vhn li' ed here, but a c0nnt.ry richel' and 
Rtronger for defence and for holding its o\vn. 

GovEHJSJ\!E:'lT ::\1E1ITIEHS : Hear, hear ! 

Hon. W. Kidston.] 
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Mr. KERli (Barcoo): Before the guillotine 
fell at 10 o'clock he wished to say tlH-y had seen 
to·day an evidence of the fairp'ay memben of 
the Opposition got from th•· other side. Four 
Ministers of the Crown hact actdressed the 
Chamber-the Premier had spoken twice at very 
f('reat length-and had prevented members 
opposecl to I he Rstirmttes from getting their 
view8 into Hansanl. He wished to rlirect 
attention to the question of indented labour. 
TbR Government had 1nade an arr,~ngernrnt with 
thP P.a-3tnra1ists' A:-;:;ociat.ion. 

Mr. D. HUNTER : \Vere you not a colleague 
at the time ? 

Mr. KERR : He was ; but he knew nothing 
about this matter until the Acting Chief Sec· 
retary brour:ht it np. He then entered bis 
protest, anr1 cailed upon the officials of the 
departrnent to give him an explanatirJn as to 
how the rates of w:1ges were fixed. Even 
ordinal y station hands in the \Vest got at least 
£1 5s. a. ~;veek and their rations, and the Pastor~ 
ali6ts' As~o~iation were using the Government 
and the money of the State by gettinr: their 
employees as~isted ont here. The PrenTim· 
acknowledgrd to-night that thu~e rnen c0u1ing 
out wern experts. If they had beeu comrnun 
day labourers, going to work as ordinarv 
hands, the £1 a week would be bdclW th"e 
rate pa'd in the C,,ntral district. There were 
statiolJS in bis dit3trict indenting a fair nlnn­
bn of meu, and it was only fair to his 
constituents that he sbonld nan1e tho,e station~. 
Thev had men heiug brou~ht ont here indented 
to the P'"toral comr•anies such as the Pastoral 

·Ag-ency Company, who owned \Var­
[8-30 p. m.] bnccan, such as the F'"irha,irn 

Brothers, who owned llarcaldine 
Downs, Bimerah, and some stations on the Peak 
Downs, and many others. They were pastoral 
lessees who were getting labour indented by the 
Government, through the Chief Secmtary, and 
the rate of wages was £1 a \Veek and rc.ttions. 

JYir. PAYN~j: Starvatiou wages. 

Mr. KERR: 'l'he hon. member for Mitchell, 
\V hose elf'ctorate was affec~.ed in thP ~arrH' \vay as 
his (Mr. Kerr\) tlect.Jrate, knew Yery well that 
the men working on the stations all round there 
were paitl £1 -·"· a week. Yet tlw Chief ::lecre· 
tary laid upon the to.hle n liet of wages paid, and 
he gave the nauws of the Rtatinns paying thoRe 
wag-es. He would deal with two stations which 
he knew "omething abnnt. The tirst was Mal­
vern }lills, which belonged to a J1,1elbourne 
company\ and the Rarne company also owned 
Portland Dowm. The rate of wages put duwn 
in the list for those places was £1 a week. Isis 
Downb was another station in that district 
closely adjoining, and the station wages put 
down for lt~iH Do\vns was £1 5s. a week. There 
was a diffe1etwe of 5s. a week. \Vhere did the 
officers get tln~ir infonnation frnrn? 

JI,Ir. D. Hu~n:R: The Ipswich workshops. 
(Laughter.) 

J\ lr. N EVI'l''l': The \Yarrego PaAtoralists, .t\_s­
sociation. 

lV1r. K ERH,: Tbey .-~ot their inft1rmation from 
the Pa~toralists' .A~~ociation, bPcause the raper 
bore the imprint of the l?a.stor.__~listf-':' A~suciation, 
where the infonuatinn was snpplied. Befcr~:e the 
Pastnralist:;' Association were allowed to inrlent 
any of that labour the dt!J!1.rtment ought to h'tve 
been called upon to nmke a report as to what 
was the ruling mte of wag-e', and if th~t report had 
been subrnitted to the 1Hin-ister in charge of the 
Labour Bureau at that time, he would have 
known that the rBIJOrts which were placed on the 
table were not correct. 

Mr. HA:un:roN: Thi~ is a sr ·ret agreernent. 

[Mr. Kerr. 

Mr. KERR: An agreement was made, but 
irnmigration was carried on through the Chief 
Secretary's Dep"rtment. Therefore the Labour 
Burenu had notlt'ng to do with that agreerll'mt. 
The Premier acknowledgfcl that the men engaged 
\V8rP. experts. 

Hon. R. PHILP : What t!o you mean by "ex­
perts"? 

Mr. KERli: Men who knew all auont the 
breeding of ,heep and how to deal with sheep, 
also men who knew all about cattle-men who 
had been trained all their lives as shepherds and 
stockmen. They also had a knowledge of deal­
ing with stud sheep, which were the ni<mt 
valuable sheep on any station, as anybody knew. 
These men were being brought out, not as 
ordinary station hands, but they would take a 
position in charge of the stud slreep and !n 
cbarge of the out station, and they would be m 
the position virtually of overseers. Then the 
wages that they were paid w"s not the wages 
that were 1 ~aid to overseerB. They were engaged 
for twelve months, and they c"nld not leave 
their employment before that time. The hon. 
member for Carpentaria instanced the case of a 
man who had served his a[Jprentieeship with 
him in a milway company in the <•ld country, 
a r11an whu aftPrward::; Came to the Ipswich 
workRhop~ fnr employ1nent. 

1\Jr. NEYITT: No; Rmna street. 
l'!Ir. KERR: This man was a me m her of the 

.A-nu:dgama.ted Society of EngilH er~, ant1 the 
ruling rate of wages of tlwt sncie!y was 10:::;. a 
clay, and he was paid Pnly lk 6d. in the Roma­
::-:treet workshops. Provi~ion was 1na.de in the 
new classitic,.tion which took effect h·•·m the lsL 
of ,Jnly, 1908, end nndet· that rrovi,ion was 
rnade--

Mr. D. HuKTER: .Read the scale. 

JI,Ir. KERR: lf the bon. member for "No­
never" won1d o11ly keep quiet he wnn:d read it. 
He (:\fr. Kerr) had been ga~r:ed all day, and 
he wa~ now dealjng with tbe point he wanted to 
raiE;e, ar.d the hm. gent:ernan cou:d refer to it 
afterwards if be wished-

::\iecllanics, not liH'lniiing earpcuter:-; and £insmiths, 
who had completed their :tpprt--'nticcship in other than 
tlH: workshops drpRrtment ruight, on appointment to 
the staff, on proof of length of serYicc as journeymen 
be paicl according to the abovementioned scale. but 
not ·exeeeding- the rate for fifth grade ~ervice. 

Hon. R. PHILP: \Vhat is the scale? 

l'!Ir. KEr:R: He wonld read the Southern 
Division, where this man worked. The Central 
Division scale was sixvence more. The scale 
was: Fir~t year, 7'3. per day ; second year, Ss. 
per day ; third ynr, .Hs. Gd. per day ; fourth 
year, 9<. per day; fifth year, 9s. GJ. ; and after 
the fifth ye 1r lO.s. per day. There was a provi­
sion wade for 1nechnnics not incluJing carpen­
ters a.nd tin.-.mitln,~and he had this provision 
put into the c!aSRification when he went through 
it with the officials ,,f the department, because 
he saw the irJjtmlicc to all men who were full 
mechauics coming in and having to go in to the 
work in the Ip>wich workshops for a lower rate 
of pay tba11 v.·as beitlg' pa.id by, or demanded 
by, the society of which they were members. 
That was the provjsion that was n1ade. The 
lwn. memLer for \Voolloongabba raised the point 
about tne men who served their apprellticeship 
in the workslwvs, and said they we1e only paid, 
after they had served their apprenticeship, at the 
rate of 7s. per day. That wos the point he 
raised. Tho~e regulations had been in force for 
years, and they were improved during the time 
he was head ot the Railway Department. The 
hon. meml:er for \Voolloongnbba nnl't know that. 
He (lilr. Kerr) sai,] it, knowing a little more 
about the Ipswich workshop~ than the hon. mem­
ber for vVoolloongabba. 
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:\1r. D. Hn.;TER: I know too much about 
them for you. 

:Wr. KEHR: You do not. All he had ever 
had to do with the lpowich worbhops had 
been fair and auovcboard. 

:VIr. D. Hl-KTEH: l\ine and sixpence for car­
penters. 

Yl:r. KERR: Yes; 9s. Gel. for carpenters. 
li the hon. member was thPro he did not 
suppose ho (1\ir. Hunter) would get 9s. Gc!. 
He would have to gct !k Gel. worth of work 
done first. (Laughte.r.) 

Mr. D. HUNTER: I can do. and always haYe 
done, my work. 

.Mr. KEH.R: The posttwn Wal this: As he 
had statod some time ago in the Assembly­
he thought it was on the Address in Reply--if 
he had been there long enough he should 
certainly have had some alteration made in 
the Ipswich workshops, and he would have 
endeavoured to stop a good deal of the politi­
cal influence that had been going on in those 
workshops for a number of years. 

Hon. E. B. FORREST: Surely there can be 
nothing like that up there. 

:\1r. GRANT: Whom do you refer to? 

.Ylr. KERR: There was no need to name 
any politician-they werL all tarred with thG 
same hrush. 

.Mr. WHITE: I never asked for a position 
for anyone. 

Mr. KERR: Ho admitt('d 1he hem. member 
had not. There was no need for him to do 
so, because ho had a foundry of his own in 
Bundaberg. The men now in the Ipswich 
workshops, under the ne\v regulations, were 
getting Gel. a day more than when he took 
charge of the Hailway Department. Ho 
wanted to discm.; the Hailway Estimates on 
this occasion, but tho Government did not 
want them discussl'<l. 

}ir. D. Hr);TER: GiYe us a chauce. 

:\lr. KERR: You did not give me a chance. 
1\lr. D. I-IL'NTER: You 'von't give me a 

chance either. 
:VIr. KEHH: The hon. member for No-neYer 

has been making--

The CHAIHl\Ii\N: Order! 
Inc·mb{-"~r rrn!~t address other hon. 
the name of their constituency. 

:\lr. D. H1:c;:TER: I don't mind. 

The hon. 
lneinbers by 

The CHAIJUIAN: Order! It is not what 
tlw hem. member likes. It is what the tltand­
ing Onlers proYido. 

~Ir. 1\::EHR: The hon. nioinbcr n1ade 
charges about the rate of wages paid in the 
Ipswich workshops. He had received a 
number of lctt~rs from the old country, which 
had anived since be left. the Hailv·ay Depart­
men+. He rccPived a !otter the other clay from 
a cOHJl-'t't(•nt tracksruan in the old country 
with two vrery good credentials, anrl he (J\,lr. 
l{crr) V'Nl~ struck with tlw cliffcronce in the 
hours worked, a.nd also the pay in the old 
couni.ry. He appean·cl to be a thorough 
trade::;Htatt rrmking ~~pplication for a poRition, 
and what struck him (;\lr. Kerr) verystrongly 
--the hon. member for vVoolloongabba and 
others might talk about the bad conditions 
that existPd in the Ipswich workshops and 
ot.her workshops under the control of the 
Radway Department-was the large number 
of men who made application to get into the 
lpswich workshop!. 

i\lr. HARD 'I.CHE: I rise to a point of 
order. The hon. mernLer is dealing with the 
Ipswich workshop, --has that anything to do 
wiih Uw motion before the Committee? 

The CHAIHMAN : I understand the hon. 
1nemLer is connecting his remarks, having 
n•ceivecl sorne letter.:J irom the olcl country in 
regard to i1nmigration 

Mr. KERR: He was not teJ,ing up the time 
of the Cmnmittee unneccssarilj. The appli­
cation was rccei ved from a rnan~"he was not 
going to give his trade---and it just showed 
tho number of men in the old country that 
were prep:•re:J to come out-·first-class trad€'s~ 
men with first-class crPdentials-who had been 
working at railway work and in carriage­
building and other work like that-and the 
rate of pay he had been getting was £1 18s. 
per week, or Gs. 4d. per day. And not only 
did ht~ only get £1 18s. ver week, but he 
worked fifty-eight hours a week, which was 
ten hours more than was worked in the shops 
out here, where they only worked forty-eight 
hours per week. Fifty-eight hours a week for 
£1 18s., and he was prepared to come out 
here. And that was only one of a .• number of 
applications he had received from first-class 
trade,men, who, owing to the depression that 
existed at the present time in the old country, 
were anxious to come out here. He (Mr. 
Kerr) addressed a public meeting two or three 
years ago on Charters Towers, and he advo­
cated a policy-a policy which he believed in 
-seeing that the Commonwealth Government 
had taken coloured labour away from Queens­
land-ho advocated that they should get into 
the Northern portion of the State white 
workers. He believed, as one who had lived 
in the North, and who knew something about 
the conditions there, and as one who believed 
tho North was a splendid country-he 
believed that they should have immigration, 
so that there mig'ht be a white people settled 
in that portim1 of our State. He had ad,-o­
cated that policy so that that nation that was 
springing up ii1 tho East. with her te('lning 
millions. should uot b., allowed to overrun 
the :t\orthem portion of Q1wensland. Having 
advocated that policy, ho could not SUP..port 
tho amendment of the leader of the Opposi­
tion. He bclicn•cl there was room in this 
Stato for a largo number of people; but he 
believed they had a Lad system of geLing 
in1migrants in the old country. It was rt'­
corded in Han.wrd that some years back he 
had pointed out that they could not expect 
to get agricultural labourers from the old 
ccuntry, wh:-n they were gt:ttiug higher 
\Yagcs and lived ulidcr bctt{'T conditions than 
\Yf.'ro offered to the labourers \vho \"''C're being 
indcntPd bv i.ht~ Pa-d.oraiistti' As~ociation 
nndor the ·auspices of tlw Government. 
Laboun•rs in the south of Scotland and the 
no1·th of England wt:re engaged for six and 
l\\ ch·o months, and they wem getting tbeir 
£1 a week and upv.;ardS. \Vith constil:at f'tn­
ployrncnr., in adrhtion to '" p('rks. '' Therefore, 
was it likdy that they would come here? Ho 
should Yote against thr· arn~ndrr1ent. 

~Jr. l30W:\L\~i: The Premier's admission, 
ill reply to an interjection made by him (JY1r, 
Bm,·man), that he did not think the time 
spent the• rliscussion of the vote had been 

was an unfortunate admission for the 
hon. gentlon1an to n1 akt' in Yic\v of the action 
he proposed to take in another scycn minutes. 

LABOUR MEMBERS: Hear. hear! 

Mr. BOW:\IAN: They had been discussing 
the vote for over twelve hours, and they had 

Mr. Bowman,] 



ill4 Supplp. [ASSEMBLY.] Supp(IJ· 

also J.iscu .sell the que~tion of inunigration 
for another t.wo hours on t.lw vote for the 
Agent-General. 

The Premier entering the Chamber ut this 
juncture, with seyoraJ othor hon. n1en1bers, 

:VIr. LBNNOX: The Lord High Executioner! 
The C:HAIJCYIA='J: OrJer! 

:\1r. J3(}\Y:\lAN: The Premier, in his con­
cluding rmrmrb, oxpressecl the hope that 
they woulcl all cvork togPthcr, and that he 
W(:ulcl 'vithdr~w his an1cnclrn0nt. It was not 
hi~ intention to withdraw the arnondment. Ho 
\Vas going to dlvidn the- Con1n1ittre on it .. 
The hem. gentleman also referred to the three 
or four systculs of immigration that were in 
existence. and the hon. member for Charters 
Towers interjected that oven the Immigra­
tion Agent himseif had si·atod in a report 
that the systern of indenting labourers "\Vas 
unsatisfactory. and he (:VIr. Bowman) pro­
posed t.o rcacl a paragraph from that. officer's 
report for 1H07-

Rcferring to Lhe indente(llabonrers introdneert.. num­
bering 602, a large vroportion of them apvear to have 
heen nnsatisfactor:- as regards tlle w01·k expected of 
tbem. On tlJC other hnnd. as far :ts I ronl1llearn, many 
have tH.kcn up cmplnylllellt in other diref·tions, and 
thus the State has probably henetlte<l by 1 heir con1ing·. 
In the c:-1:-:;e ot tho"' · lrlen who lined their position~, 
!:'ome baxc :-;tnec taken adva11tage of the 11ominated s.y:.;-
tcm lly sending for thrir families. · 

That :-;hould b€' son1€' g·uide to the hon. gentle­
lnan that the systt'n1 which ho was so unxiou!' 
to perpetuate "ac,, a lmd one. \\'hc·n replying 
to thn various speeches, the hon. gentleman 
had not. attempted to clettl with thE\ unem­
played question as he· ('/.lr. Bowman) would 
havo liked him to do. The hem. gcmtlcman 
purposC'ly c\·aclecl that. \Vhen tho hon. geu­
t.[Pman was speaking. he had intmjcctccl thai 
thB hon. nwmber for Balonue hacl said that 
during· thf\ first six rnonths of tho year thcrn 
\vere a Huruber of 11JC'n in (Jueenslancl who 
were unabh' to gc•t employrnPnt. There were 
6.000 or 7,000 men c•ng-ag<'r! in the pastoral in­
dush'\7 who l.VC'l'O thown out of work when 
the" slKaring wns OY<'l". \Vha.t were thoso 1ncu 

g·oing to do: rChe :-illfrlCJ anplic<l to the HlCll 

0ngaf!Pcl in can€'-cuttiiJg and in the \vheat-har­
n sting· on thC' lhnvuc. :-)till, thn hon. gcntl+•­
nmn 'vas pr.Pparccl to bring out tho~" inckntod 
labourers Oil tlw lines !aiel clown. The hon. 
!-(C'!ltleman harl also mark a point of Qrwc•ns­
land being in a flourishing condit.ion. because· 
of the, amount of 111011C':V that "\-Ya~ df'positccl in 
the Goycrurnent. SaYin~s Bunk. But thP hon. 
gentll'man di.l not toll ihom the number of 
dopusit.on, nor die! he tell thPm of the large 
sums that various friendly focietiPS had in the 
bank, which hdped materially to swell the 
average an1ount of depoSits. ThB hon. gen­
tlenwn W.::tnted to in1ply that, the arr1ount in 
the lx11J..: rl'prm;cnietl tho sav1ngs of the work­
lug ill('!l and won1L'11 of lhwenslaud. 

OPPOSI'l'IOX :\IE:\illERS: Hear, !war! an cl dio­
orcler. 

The CIIAlR:'IL\.:\: Order: ::vir. Bowman. 
Mr. BOWMAX: Tho Premier wanted tlw 

conntrv to infer that the moneY in the bank 
was th~ saviugs of workiug rnerl anc1 v.-otnen. 

The TREASURER: So it is. 
Mr. BO\:V:MAN: Men in good positions 

lwd largo depo;its in the bank because they 
got good interest there. The hon. gentleman 
sneered in reference to the mention that was 
made about ration" being obtained. He knew, 
as well as any hon. member, from the report 
of the Chief Inspector of Factories and Shops, 
that the condition of affairs that existed was 
not creditable to the State. The wages that 
were paid were an incentive to him and 

[Mr. Bowman. 

other hou. l11{'111b~rs to pa":':' atnending legisla­
tion in the last sc'Sion of Parliament in tlw 
form of a Factorio.; and Shops Act and a 
\Vages Boards Act. 

The PnEl\!IER: To improve the conditions. 

Mr. JlO\V:'dAN: The conditions were not 
rcmPdied, because the' ·wages Boards were 
not ye1- in existence, and Quoenslar;.d to-day 
stood worse than any State in Australia. 

GoYJ·:nx:' EXT J\iEHllERS No! 

Mr. BO\\'ilfAN: Ye,, with regard to the 
condition; under which people were working. 

At 10 o'clock tho C:HAIID1AX roce. 
~\1r. :LEN~OX: '' ~\ng€}s anrl n1i11ist.J_•rs of 

c;mce defenrl us 1" (Uproar.) 

The CH.-\IHMA~: Order: In accfJrdance 
\vith the provisions of ::-itanding Order l3GA, and 
with the Order of the House made on the 17th 
instant, I \vill now proceed to put the r1ueHtion. 
The question \<v'[J..R~That there be granted to His 
Majesty, for the service of the year 1\JOS.\J, a sum 
not pxceeding £::13,530 for" Immigral ion,'' Hi nee 
which it has been propcHed by way of amend­
Hlent-(11!1·. Bm< lJ/an's a·mendnu:nt)-that the vute 
be reduced by £:30,000. The question n.>w i•, 
that £23/>~10 only be granted. 

Question put: and the c.nnmittee divided:-

)lr. Atla.mson 
Barber 

AY:.:s, lU. 

Bowman 
Covne 
Halni!lon 
Hardacre 
IInnter. ,J. l\{. 
ll1txham 
Lantl 

, Lcunon 

~Ir. :\lcLa.cblan 
}fltchell 

.. ~1nlcahY 
:\1u1lan· 
Xevitl 
Pay ne 

,. Ryi>Lnd 
'Yinst~wle\' 
Wood~-; -

'/'ellets: ).fr. IIuxbam aud :Jir. Woods. 

xo~~s, 45. 
)1r. Ai.rc\T 

.. Apvel 
Al'lli~Lrong 

Ba.rnes. G. r. 
.. Barnes, "\V. H. 

R:1t·ton 
Bell 
Brcnnau 
Camubcll 
Cottell 

,, Co\vap 
Cnhl.J 
Denh~tut 
Douglrt:-­
.Forrest 

,. Pox 
(;rant 
Gr;; ~on 

Gunu 
Hawthorn 
Ilerbcrtson 
Hunter, D. 
Ja(·k~ou 

)fr. ,Jpnkinson 
Kenna 

, Keogh 
Kerr 
Kidt'ton 
Jlac l..:i.n tosh 
)iann 
}lax well 
:vloorc 

, l\1nrphy 
V a get 
Petrie 

,. l'hilp 
Redwood 
H.oherts 
Somer~et 
St.odart 
Sumner 
Swayue 
Thorn 
Walkel' 
White 

'/'''let-.~; ~'lr. :Swayne :-tllli :Jir. Cotte!L 

PAIRS. 

Ayes--.:Oir. Jones and :J.Ir. Lesiua. 
Xoes-:::Vfr. Ranldn anll.Mr. llanrau. 

Resolved in the ne~ative. 

The CHA1Ri\L\N: The question i~-That 
there be aranted to His :\Iajesty, for the service 
of the ye~r 190S-D, a 8Ull1 n11t exceeding £125,307, 
balance of the vote ior the Chief t3ecretary's 
Department. 

Mr. Ml'RPHY rose to a point of order. His 
point of order was that the Chairman must put 
each department. The next vote was the Audit 
0 ffice. They could not take the lot. 

The CH AIRMAN: I would remind the hon. 
member that the Audit Department is pasRecl. 
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:\Ir. \1CRPHY: He meant Thursday Island. 

The CHAIJLVIAK: I v.couid jnst remind the 
ho11. Hlt'1HLer thttt tht:> proct:dnre i.s quitt.: in 
urdP.r. '\V}w.t wa~ <Lme tu-nigbt WM:i dCJue early 
·in the year, n.ud it; also dmle in the Britigh 
Hou::::e uf Q,,nnnons in connection <.vith the Anny 
and ~H\'Y votes. 

(+<WEHX~IE:-:'1' :\IEMBEH': Heter, he;tr! 

(~ue-;tion~rrhat £12:),~107, balance of vote for 
Chit>f Secretary's 1Jep{l,rtrnent, be grauteU-yut; 
. 1.nd the Cnn2mittee didded :--

\'Ir :\_ppel 
Armstrong 
Harncs, G. P. 
Rarnt~"i, "\V. ll. 
nm·ton 
!\ell 
Rrennan 
C 1mpbell 
Cot tell 
Cowap 
Cnbb 
l)enham 

., Douglas 
Forrest 
Fox 

.Jir. rrerberttion 
Hnuter, D. 
.Jaekson 
Keog-h 
Kidston 
::\ia .. ckintosh 

,, .J.laxwell 
,. .:\'Joore 
,, Paget 

Pt::;trie 
Philp 
Heilwood 
R<1borts 
Somer . ...,et 
Stodart 

Grant. Sw~t;yne 
Grayson Thorn 
Cunn ''ralket· 
H<lwthoru , \Yhitc 

'J'f:llt-'.li: 1ir. D. Hnuter and Mr. ::'.Iom·e. 

:J:lt·. Ad:-tl!l~Oll 
Airey 
Barber 
Bowman 

Nm:s. 26. 

Coy ne 
Uamiltou 
liardncre 
Hnnter, J. 3-L 
Huxham 
Jer.kinson 
Kcnna 
1..;:r1T 

:Jfr. Lennou 
}iann 
::ueLachla11 
)!itebell 
Mulcallv 
)full an' 
Mnrphy 
Xevitt 
Pa:vue 
Ry.lan•1 
.Sumncr 

" vnnstanlc." 
,, 'Voorts Land 

J'p{ff''i~R: .:\Ir. ~Iaun and :\Ir. '\'in~tunler. 

PAlR~. 

.'~)'\ o;-)I ... r~:~ nkin and ..111·. Hanran 
Xoe~-}lr .. JorH and. 2\Ir. Lcsin•t. 

Re,oh·ed in the affirmative. 

Question-That the sum of £603,524 be granted 
f·w the "Hotue Secretary's llepartment"-pnt; 
and the Committee divided:-

~!r. Appel 
Arm strong 
Barnes, G. P. 
Barnes, W. H. 
Barton 
Bell 
Brennan 
Camp bell 
Cot tell 
Cowap 
Ori!J!J 
Denha.m 
Douglas 

.. Fol'l·est 
· Fox 

Grant. 
Gray son 
Gunn 

1 , Hawthorn 

..\Ir. IIerberison 
Hunter, D. 

, ,Jackson 
Keogb 
Kids ton 
}iackinto:sh 
~lax well 
..11oore 
Paget 
l'etrie 
Philp 
Hedwood 
Roberts 
Somerset 
Stodart 
SVtayne 
Thorn 
Walker 
White 

Tellers : Mr. llrennan and Mr. Cowap. 

~OF . .!>, 21). 
:J'Il'. ~ldamson )fr. Lmmon 

Ah'ey , ::\1eLachla.n 
B;~rber !\[ann 
nowma.n ~f1t.clwll 
Cn,·ne -~\lukally 

, Jhlmiltnn :\Iullan 
HaJ·rlacrc .._\f!trphy 

,, Hunter, J. }:I, Nt~Titt 
Huxhrun Pa.yne 
Jcnkinson lty!and 
Kenna Sumner 
Ken Winstanley 
I,tuHl Woods 

'l'el! 7f: jir . .:\IeLachlau and ::Hr. Pa.rue. 

PAIRS • 

Ayr«:-1fr. llankin and :\:ir. Hanran 
Xoes-3:Ir. Jones and Jir. Lesina. 

ReRolved in the affirmative. 

PEPAR'L\IEX'l' OF PLBLIC WORKS. 

Question-That £13G,U94 be granted for the 
"Department of Public \Vorks"-put ; aud the 
Committee divided:-

)It•. Apprel 
Armsirong 

, Bn.rnes, G P. 

Au:s, :38. 

Barnes, 1\~. H. 
.. Barlou 

Rl•ll 
Urennan 

,. C11mpbell 
.. cottell 

Cowap 
Crihb 
DeHhfLUJ 

,. Douglas 
,. Fon·est 
,, .Fox 

Grant 
, Grayson 

Gunu 
Hawthorn 

:J1r. ~damson 
, Airey 

Rarl.Jer 
,, Bowman 

Co;yne 
" Hamilton 

So~:s, ~7. 

ll<trrlacre 
Hunter. J. J.I. 
Huxhaw 
Jenkinwn 
Keuna 
Kerr 
Land 

, JJcnnon 

}Jr. Herbortson 
, Hnnter, D. 
, .Tackson 

Keogh 
,, Kidston 

:\Iackmtosh 
.\1axwell 
.M:oore 
Paget 
Pt:trie 

., Philp 
Redwood 
Roberts 
Somerset 
Stodart 

, Swayne 
Thorn 
'ifallwr 
White 

\Ir. :l\.Iauu 
>Tay 
JlcLachlau 

, :J.lirchell 
)Inlcahy 
.Jinllan 
JnurplJy 
Nevitt 
Payne 
Rvland 
sU.mnm· 
\Vinstanley 
·woods 

Tel/el'8: Jir. Hardaere and Hr. 1Iullau. 

PA!!tS. 

Ayes~l\It·. Raukiu and)-Ir.Hanran, 
:\oes--\1r. Jones and 3Ir. Lesina. 
Re"Jlved in the affirmatire. 
[10.30 p.nt.] 

DHPAH"J'}l H!\"T 0}' JL"S1'ICK 

Que,tion-That £10,981 be granted for the 
"Department of ,Justice"-put; and the Com­
mittee divided:-

In division, 
I\Ir. I\1URPHY, proceeding to read an extraco 

frmn a nuwspaper, 

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! I must ask the 
hon. member to be silent. 

Mr. PAY!\"E having risen to change his "eat, 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! It is impossible 
for the tellers to get the names if hem. members 
change their seats. 

Several Opposition members interjecting that 
the tellers could not be gagged, 

The PnE;IIIER : This is disrespectful to the 
Chair. 
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After further interjections from th8 Opposi­
tion, 

The ORA lRMAN : Order ! I must ask hon. 
menibtT~ to reme1nber that they are in Colll~ 
mittee. 

After a lonf( pause, 

The HOME SECRETARY : May I r~1se a 
point of order---

OPPOSITION MElllBERS (loudly): Order, order, 
order! 

The HO:Y!E SECRETARY: I have a right 
to raise a point of order. 

OPPOSITION MEMilERS (shrnting): Order, order, 
order! 

The HOME SECRETARY: Mr. Chairm"';;n, 
I raise a point of order. 

0PPOSI1'ION MEMilERS : Order, order ! and 
uproar. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Mr. Chairman, 
I wish to raise a point of order. 

QpposrrroN lYIEMBERS: Order, order ! and 
continuous uproar. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order, order ! I must 
ask hon. members to allow the Home Secretary 
to proceed. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I wish to make 
this point of order. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Order, order, order! 

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order! I do not 
want to take extreme measures with hon. mem­
bers, but. I must be guided by the Standing 
Orders. The Home Secretary is quite in order. 

The HO!YlE SECRETARY: My point of 
order is this: 'rhat T wish to call attention to the 
fact that one of the tellers for the "Noes" is 
deliberately wasting time. 

Opposrnol' MEMBERS : Order, order! and 
renewed nproar. 

The CHAIRMAN (loudly): Order, order! 
The H011E SECRETARY: I do not think 

such conduct en the ].mrt uf the teller iR in 
order. I al~o wiRh to state" more contemptible 
piecR of tn,ctic8--

()ppo,.;I'l'ION lVIE"JllEHS: Order, order! and 
further uproar. 

The HO]'.IE SECRETARY: I have never seen 
tlwt ~incf' 1 have been in the House. 

The OHAIR:\lAN: I may tell the hnn. mem­
ber, t have no evitleuce that any of the tellers 
are deliberately refnsing to dn therrdnty. \Vhen 
I h:t\·e evitlenee to that effect I will certainly take 
action. 

Continued uproar. 
J\Ir. LENNO?-r (rieing from hi. se.1t): I wiRh to 

state a point of ()j t.1er. 
GOVEH:SME;\'T 1IE1\113ERS: Order, order, order! 
The UHAJH,:\IAN: Order, order! 

:\Ir. L:ENNOI'\: b the Home Secretary in 
order in in~n1ting tl1e tellers? 

AYEs 36. 
~Vlr. Apl1Pl 

,. Armst.rmlg 
J~arnes, li. P. 
Barnc~, \Y. H. 
Bar ton 
Bell 
Brennan 

, C:lmpbcll 
Cottrll 

)lr. Hawthorn 
Hcrbert•.on 
Hunter. D. 

Keogh 
Kldston 

" lVIacl{into-;h 
:;\lax well 
)ofoore 

Cnwap .. !'a~et 
Cribb · PetriG 
Denlhtm , Plllip 

,. Dow!las , Hedwoort 
~.,arrest Roberts 
Fox , , Somerset 

, Gr(l_nt , Stodart 
Grn,yson S\\rayne 

, Gunn ,. Thorn 
Tellers: ::\Ir. Douglas and :Mr. Herbertson. 

[Mr. M aughan. 

l\11'. Adamson 

" ~~~:6'er 
HiHVDIRI! 

, Cuyne 
Hamilton 
HardaCle 

::\n1<;s, 27. 

, Hunter, .J. }1. 
, Huxham 

.renkinson 
,, Kenna 
, Ken· 
,, V-tnd 

Lennon 

Mr. l\Iann 
, )-Jay 

MeLachlan 
~1itchell 

, Mulcaby 
.J.1ullan 

, l\{urphy 
XcYitt 

, Payne 
., Ryhtnrl 

Sumner 
., 1'-'inslanley 

\Yoodg 

Teller-s: :Ylr . .Adamson and Mr. Land. 
PAIRS. 

Ayes-Mt·. Raukin and }lr. Hanran. 
Noes-Mr. Jones and )fr. Lesina. 

The CHAIRMAN: "Ave.,," 3G; "Noes," 27. 
Question resolved in the affi.rmati I' e. 

Mr. LENNON: I rise to a point of order-­
GoVERNMENT l'IIEl\IllERS'! Order, order, order! 

Mr. LENNON: Unlike many old experienced 
members of this House-- · 

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order ! 
The Piml\IIEH : Question, question! 

At 10.48 p.m., 

The OHALRYIAN: Order, order! 

THE Tl\EASl'HER. 

Question-That £I:i9, 730 be granted for "The 
Treasurer"-

l'llr. LENNON : I want to know-­
GoVEllNME:-1~' 11EMREHS: Question, question ! 

Order, order ! 

The CHAIRMAN : Order, order! 

Mr. LENNON (amidst disorder) : I -tsk is the 
Home Secretary, the pedngogu•~ of this House, 
in order in insulting the tellers? 

The CHAIRMAN : Order, order! 

A\t.s.:3B. 
Mr. Appel Jlr. Uawthr)rn 
, .ArrnE-troug· .. Berbert~ou 

:Barnc~, (f. r. Ilnnter, D. 
,. J~arne~. W. If. ,Tackson 

.Harton K{~ogh 
Bell Kidstlln 

, Brennan 3Iackinto~h 
, Campbell ~laxwell 

C0t.tell }'loore 
_., Cowap Paget 
, Cribb Pctrfe 
, ])enllam Philp 

Dougln,;;:. Redwood 
, Forrest Roberts 
, Fox Somerset, 

Grant Sto:tti.rL 
n-rayson , S\VaJlle 
Gnn~n , T!Jorn 

'Tellers: ::\lr. Grant and :\[r. Gnnn. 

Mr . .Adnn1s:On 
.:\irev 

, Barl}er 
B()\VTIWll 

,, Coyne 
Hamilton 
Hanhere 
lhmler, J. 31 

, Hnxham 
.Jcnl...:int'Oll 
Kcnna 
Kerr 

, Land 
Lennon 

}lr. :Waun 
:J.IaY 
)1eL~Lr·hlan 
.i'ditehell 
}luleahy 
)1ullan 

, :'l'lnrplly 
"Nevit.t 

, l'aync 
Jtytand 
slirnner 

,. \\"inst~lniey 
\Yood::; 

Tellers: ~ir. Coy ne and :\fr. Lenuon. 
PAlltS. 

Ayes-Mr. Rankin and Mr. Hanran. 
~oes-Mr. Jones and Mr. Les:ina. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
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})EPARTME:t\1' OF PUBLIC l~ANDS. 

Que"tiun-Tbat £161,901 be granted for the 
"Department of Public Lands "-put; anrl the 
Cornrnittee divided·-

In division, 

Mr. LENNON said he rme to a point of 
order. 

The CH AIR'NIAN: There i" no point of 
order. 

Mr. LENNON: Yes, in connection with the 
action of t.he Home Secretary. He had aB ked 
whether the hon~ gentleman \Vas jn order 
in hmulting the tellers. He would like to have 
the Chairman's n1ling-. (After a pause) He 
asked for experience-\Vas that proper conduct 
in that Committee? 

The CHAIR~IAN: Order! As long a;; I am 
Chairman, I will endeavour to do my duty. I 
have already replied to the Home Secretary, and 
I think hon. members will agree with me that I 
could not reply in any other way. 

:I'Ir. Appel :liT. Hawthorn 
Armstrong Herbertson 
Ra,rncs, G. P. Hunter, D. 
Barnes, w-. II. Jaokson 
llartun Keogh 
Beli Kidston 
Brenn(fn }iacklntosh 
CJampbell M~txwell 
Cottell :\loore 
Cowap Pagct 
Cribh , Petrie 

, Denl:utm , Philr 
H Dougla~ ,, Redwoott 
H l 110rrest 11 l~obert,s 

Fox Somerset 
Grant Stodftrt 

, Grayson , Swayne 
, Gunn rrhorn 
Tellers: ~,Ir. G. P. B:1rnes and 1Ir. CriblJ. 

)ir. Adarnson 
,. Ain·y 

Barber 
, Ruw:llan 

('oyne 
'' l~lamilton 
, , Harclaere 

NOE!:.'. '27. 

, Hunter, J. ::\1. 
Iluxh<Lrn 

, .Tenkin::-.on 
Kenua 
Kcrl' 
L:tnti 
Lennon 

Jlr. Mann 
~iay 

, .McLacillan 
11ilcllell 
:J.lnleahy 
).lu,Jau 
l1urphy 
Nentt 
PRy ne 
ltyl:-tnt1 
Surnner 
VVmstanlev 
Woods · 

Tetlets: :'Ill'. Barber ~wd ::.\lr. l\fay. 

PAIHS. 

Aycs-2\lr. Rankin and ~\it•. Hanr:1n. 
Noes-::.\:ir. Jone~:> and 2.\lr. Lesina. 

Hesol verl in the affirmative. 

[11 p.lll.] 

DEPAltTMEN'f OF AGRICULTURE Ai\D STOCK. 

Question-That £43,81G be gte.nted for the 
"Department of Agriculture and Stock "-put; 
and the C.nnmittee divid8d-

In division, 
On the tellers being called by the CHAIHMAN, 

Mr. KENNA .';aid that, with the permis,ion of 
the Chairman, and con.sldering the r.-flections 
cailt upon a previous teller, he would like to 
decline the houonr. 

0PPOSI1'ION J\IIE~I HERS : Hear, hear ! 

The CHAIRVIAN : I c,Jl upon the hon. 
memba to take his place when he is called. 

Mr. KENN A : He did so und~r strong com­
pulsion. 

1908-3E 

Mr. MunPHY : He does so under the gag. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! 
AYF.S, 36, 

:Mr. Appel ::llr. Hawthorn 
, Armstrong HedJertsou 
, Barneli', G. P. ., Hnntcr, D. 
, Barncs. 1V. ll. .Jack~on 

Rarton KcClgh 
Dell Kid~t;on 
Brennan Jiackintosb 

, Cftmpbell ::Uaxwell 
, Cottell ::.VIooro, 
, Cowap ., l'aget 

CriblJ l'ei rie 
,. Deuham , Philp 
, Douglas Redwood 
, l!,orre~t ,. Roherts 

Fox t-Jomerset 
Grant Stodart 
Grayson , Swayne 

;: Gunn , Thorn 
'l'ellers: 1Ir. Keogh and }Ir. Petrie, 

Mr. AdamSOll 
,, Airey 

Barber 
, Bowman 
, Coyne 

Hamilton 
,, Hardacro 
., llnnter, J. M. 

lluxham 
Jenkinson 

,, Kcnrw 
Ken 
Land 

H Lennon 

:.\'lr. ::\iann 
" il'lliy 

JioLachlan 
:J1:iLche11 
:Vlulcahy 
)!Jullan 
}lnrphy 
Xevitt 
Pay ne 
Hyland 
Snmner 
VYiustanley 
-woods 

Tt:llers: J,fr. Jenki.nson and ::\[r. Kenua. 

PA1RS. 

Ayes-:Jlr. Rankin and Mr. Hanran. 
Noes-}lr. Jones and Mr. Lesina. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

DEPAln';llm'f Ol!' PUBLIC INS'l'Hl'C'~ION. 

Q.ues~ion-That the Rum of £q77,424 be granted 
for the "l)epartment of Public Instruction "­
put; •md the Committee divided:-

~Ir. Appel 
, ~\nnstrong 

, narnr", u-. r. 
,, J~rtrncs, \f. H. 
, Harton 
, Bell 
, B1enmtn 
, Cnmpbell 

Cot tell 
, Cowap 

Cnhh 
Denllam 

, Dnughts 
Porrest 

llfr. Hawthorn 
, llcrbertson 

Hnnter, D. 
.JackHon 
Keog-h 
Kids ton 
~Iaeki ntosh 
J..faxwen 
:Jioore 

,. I)ag••t 
,, Vctrif~ 
, PltillJ 

Red\Yood 
, It Jberts 

F~ ~m=ct 
Grant Studart. 

, Grayson Swnyne 
Gnnn , 'l'horn 

TellerH: }lr. Redwood and 3Ir. R.olJerts. 

:Jlr. Adam~on 
, Airey 

BarlJer 
Rowm~m 
Con1e 
Him1Iton 
Ila.rcla,cre 
Ilnnter, ,J. )-1. 
llnxham 
.Jenkinson 
Kenna. 
Kcrr 
Land 
Lennon 

NO!·;..;, 27. 
~lr. )faun 

,, 3-Iay 
, McLnchla.n 
, 2\Iitch ":1 

Mulcahy 
:JinUrm 

, }lurphy 
:Nevitt 

, Payne 
, Ryland 

~umner 
, \Yinstanley 
, 1'Voods 

Tellers : il'Ir. Ryland and ~Ir. Sumner. 

PAIRS. 

Ayes-)fr. Ran kin and Mr. Hanran. 
Noes-Mr. ,Jones and Mr. Lesina. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 
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J)JJJPARTMEN'l' Olt' .MINE8. 

Question-That £31,715 be granted for the 
"Departlllent of Mines "-put ; and the Com­
mittee divided:-

AYES, :ifi. 
)!r. Appel >ll·. fbwtlwm 

Armstrong flm'lJcrt:-<Oll 
Barnes, G. F. Hunter, D. 
Barnes, \.Y. li. J ack,;on 
Barton , Keogh 
Bell Kidston 
Hrounau :Mackiuto:-;it 
Campbell J\iaxweH 
Cot tell . , Jloore 

, , Co"n '•P Page t 
Cribb Petrie 
Denham ,, Phi.lp 
Dougla~ , , Redwood 
Forrest Roberts 
Fox Somerset 
Grant Stodart 
Graysou ,, Swa:rne 
Gnnn Thorn 

Tellers: 1\Ir. BarLon and Mr. Jackson. 

}lr. Adamson 
Aircv 

XoEs, 27. 

Barber 
Bowman 
Oovne 
H:lmilton 
llardacre 
IIuuter, J. M. 
Jluxham 
Jenkinson 
Kenna 

.. Kerr 
Land 
Lenuon 

Jir. M.ann 
,. May 

l\IcLachlan 
}lite hell 
Jiulcally 
Mull an 
Murphy 
Kevitt 
Pnyne 
Ryland 
~umner 

w·instanlev 
Woods -

Tellers: Mr. ::'1-furpby anfl J1.r. '.Yinstanley. 

PAIRS, 

Ayes-l\1r. Rank m and :\ir. Hanran. 
Noes-:M:r .• Tones and Mr. I,esi.na. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 
[lLBO p.m.] 

RAILWAYS. 

Qllestion--That £1,154,000 be granted for 
"Railways "-put; and the Committee divi­
ded:--

AYES, Sfi, 
~Ir. Appel 

, Annstrong 
,. Harnes, G. 1:'. 

Barnes, W. H. 
Barton 
llell 
Brcnnan 

,, Campbcll 
Cottell 

, Cowap 
C1·ibb 
Denbam 

, DouglaR 
l!1 orrest 
Fox 
Grant 

, Graysou 
,, Gunn 

)fr. Hawthorn 
, IIerbertsou 
>l Hunter, D. 

Jackson 
, Keogb 

Kids ton 
, ~'lackintosh 

" l\.:Iaxwell 
., 3-Ioore 
, l'aget 
,. Pctri.e 

Philp 
,. Redwood 
,, Roberts 
, Somerset 
•. Stodart 
, Swayue 
jj Thorn 

Tellers: ..l\Ir. D. Hunter and ~Ir. Somerset. 

~'lr. A damson 
,, Airey 

Barber 
, Bowman 
,, Coyne 

Hamilton 
, IIardacre 

NoJ<;s, 27. 

, Hunter, J. )J. 
Huxham 
Jenkinson 
Kenna 
Kerr 

,, I.~and 
Lennon 

~Ir. Manu 
., May 

McLachlan 
J\"Iltchell 
~iulcahy 
Mullan 
Mur~hJ' 
Nev1Lt 
J>ayne 
Ryland 
Sumner 
\\rinRtanley 
Woods 

Tellers: Mr. McLachlan and Mr, Nevitt. 
PAIRS. 

Ayes-Mr. Rankin and ~fr. Hanran. 
Xoes -Mr. Jones and Mr. Lesina. 
In division, 

:Ylr . .MULCAHY: I wish to draw attentiou 
tothe deliberate waste of time by the tellers for 
the "Ayes." It is " stonewall. (Opposition 
laug-hter.) 

The CHAIR:YIAN: Order ! 
Aft.er a pause, 
OppnRition mernbers interjecting, "·\Voolloon~ 

gabba," "l~o-NeYer," "l-:iurry np." 
Mr. LEKNO!\ : It is a terrible waste of time_ 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! "Aye's," 36; 
'' ~\oes, 1 ' 27. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

TRUbT A~D t!PEClAL FCND.S. 

c.?uestion-That £286,891 be granted for 
"'Trnst and Special l<'llnds "-Chief Secretary, 
Home Secretary, Treasurer, Pllblic Lands, 
A!(riculture and Stock-put ; am! Lhe Committee 
divided:-

AYES, : .. l\1. 

)fr. Appel 
Arlnbt.rong 
Barnes, G. I'. 
Barnes, 1Y. 1L 

, llarton 
Bell 

,, Brennat1 
Camp bell 

., Cottell 
Cowap 
Cribb 
Den ham 
Dougla:-. 

.. :Forrcr:.t 
Fox 
Grant 

, , G-raysoH 
Gunn 

Jir. Hawthorn 
IIerbertson 
IIuutt>r, D. 
.Jackson 

., Kf'ogh 
KidRton 

, )1ackintosh 
}lax "Well 
):loo re 

,, Pn..gct 
Petrie 
I)hilp 
Redwood 
Robcrts 
.Somerset 

., Stodart 
, Swaync 

Thorn 
1'elletd: .L\1r. Cottcll anll .Jir. 'fhoru. 

XoEs. :27. 
)ir. Ada.rnson 
., Aire.r 

Barber 
Bowmau 
Coyne 
H<lmilton 
IIardacrc 
Hunter, J. ::n. 
Huxham 
Jenkinsm1 
Kenna 

., Kerr 
Land 
J~ennon 

)fr. ~faun 
~laY 
~1cLachla!l 
)!itchell 
:\luJCHhJ 
1.Iullnn 

,, Aiurph.r 
Xevttt 
Payne 
lty.land 
sU.mner 
1Vinstanley 
Woods 

'J'qllers: :Jir. Hardaerc anll jlr. J. :.\1. Hunter. 

PAIRS. 

A.yes-rdr. Ranldn aud 1H1·. Hauran. 
~oet~-::.\1r. Jones a.nd :J.Ir. Lesina. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

LOA!\ J<'t:ND ACCOt::\1', 

Question-That £1,5~6,051 be granted from 
the "Loo,n Fund Account "-put; and the Com­
mittee divided:-

:l'lr. Appel ~\Ir. Hawthorn 
Armstrong ., IIerbertson 
Barnes, "'\Y. H. Hunter, D. 
Bm·ton Keogh 
Bell Kidston 

,, Brennan 3-fackintosh 
, Campbell Maxweli 
, Cottell }lom·e 

Cowa~ Paget 
, Cribb Petrle 

Denham Pbilp 
, Douglas Redwood 
, :b,orre~t Roberts 

Fox Somerset 
, Grant Stodart 
,. Grayson Swayne 
, Gunn lt Thorn 

Tellers; Mr. Douglas and Mr. Swayne. 
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X\lLS. 25. 

:lfr. ~\.damsou 
, Ail'('\. 

llarJ)or 
Bowman 
Covne 
nalnilton 
Jianlacrc 
Ilnnter, J. :U. 
1-Iuxh:tuJ 
Kerr 
Lan l 
Lennon 

., Mann 

P.\tR~. 

3!r. M<tY 
Jic·trl.ehlH-n 
~\Iitehell 
::\'Inlcal!-.., 
11nllan· 
.Jlnrphy 
~evitt 
l':t\ ne 
Ry;l:md 
Sn rnncr 
vnu~tftntc•\ 
Wood" · 

~l.yes-Jir. G. 1'. Barne~, 3Ir. jaeksou, M!'. Rankm, 
and Mr. Uanran. 

Noes--J-Ir. Jeni\in~;ou. :Ylr. Keuna. }fr .• Tone::-. and Mr. 
r,esina. 

Resolved in the affirn1ntive. 

1.12 p.m.] 

SUPPLEMENTAHY E~TIMA'lE~, 1!107-l;IOS. 

Q\mition--That £1.80,35:;108. fld. be granted <>ll 

acconnt of the" Supplementary Estimo.tes 1901-

1008 ''--pnt; and the Committee divided:--

A YEs, 31. 

3Ir. Appnl )Ir. Jinwthorn 
Ar1nstr011:,;- IIerbt~rtsou 
Brt.rneR. '\Y. Il. Jinnter, D. 
narton Kcogll 
Bell Ki<1ston 
Brennnn ::n aekin to' h 
Campbrll ::\Iaxwell 
Cottcll .Jloorc .. Cowap J>agct 
Orihb PetriP 
t'enh:uu J'hilp 
Dougla~ Redwood 
Porrest J~oberts 
J:'fJX ~mner.-.e< 
nrant :Stodart 

" Grayson Sway.ru~ 
Gunn ']_'}t(,:l! 

Telfm~s: ).-tr. Oribb and :llr. Grant. 

J.Ir. ~\.dam:->on 
AireY 
B.:trbcr 
llowma:! 
OOYlH 
Himiltou 

Srl!·:'-. ~). 

" ii~~~~~~·~. }I. 
Huxham 
!\:err 
Land 
LentJO!l 
l\lanu 

:\Ir . .Jlay 
::ncT.~chlaa 
}lite hell 
Mnlcaln 
)fullan · 
1\Iurphy 
~cvitt 
"Pavnc 
Ry.la.nll 
Sumncr 
l:n.nstanlP~· 
1\~ood:--; 

Tel!e1·s · )lr. 1\-'lelftchlan a1Hl }fr. Xevitt. 

PAIH.S. 

Aye.s-J.Ir. G. P. llH.rne:<. ::.\Ir .. Jackson, :Jfl'. Raukin, 
and Mr. IIanran. 

Xoes-3-lr. Jenkinson. ~\Jr. Keuna., l\Ir. Joue-s. and .J1r. 
Jjesina. 

Reool ved in the affirmative. 

SUPPLEME?''fAHY TRUST FUNDS J1~STIMATRS. 

Question-That £l~,Gl1 3s. 3d. be granted for 
"Supplementary Trust }i'unds Esti­

[12 p.m.] mates, 1H07-Hl08 "-put ; and the 
Committee divided :-

In division, 

Mr. }! ANN' rosP to a point of order. The 
Chairman bad not Rtated whether this Yote was 
fur His l\I'qeoty Ol' for \Villiam KidHLc;n, 

The CHAIR:\L\.X: Ordm: 
An-, :H. 

)Jr. Aprel 
~\.rmstrong 
Harue."-, \r. IL 
Barton 
Hell 
B:·enn~w 

, C:un:Jbl·ll 
Col tell 

., Co-;:a}J 
, Cribb 

DcnlHtm 
" nrmgla~ 

Forrest 

Grant 
Gray;:...Jil 
Gnnn 

:\Ir. Hawthorn 
lT erbert::~on 
Hunter, D. 
Keogh 
Kid~ tOlL 
7\Iaeh.mto~h 
.:\'I::tX\YeJl 
:\Ioorc 
Pagut 
Pet\· a• 

.. I'hi!jJ 
lkrl\YOOd 
H•')bCl'lS 

,. Somerset 
, titotlart 

~wnvnc 
'l'l1f;rn 

Telle;'8: )'Ir. Jkt.l'ton anti Jir. Crib b. 

=\Il'. Atlnmson 
AireY 
Harb~m· 

... nowma.n 

.. Coyne 
Hamiltou 

. . lin..rdacrc: 
HtttJter. ,J. JI. 

, Jiuxham 
Kcrr 

,. Ijand 
Lem1011 

, Jiann 

)Ir. )'[ay 
~\feLaclllau 

,, ~\Iitchell 
::\Iuleaby 
.Jinllnn 
::\lurpby 
~CYitt 

, PaYne 
ltyland 
Stmmer 
Win~tanlcy 

H ·woods 

'/el/e,·s: :Jlr. Htt.\.halll and )Jr. JTnrphy. 

A.\ s-~J!r. U. P. Barnes, -;\[!' .• Ja<'k<;;on, Jlr. Rankin. 
anLt .Jir. Hanr:d!. 

·\'ocs-:Ur .• Jenk\nson . .Jlr. 1\..c!lna. ~Jr. J(mf>. anclJ'[r. 
Le..,ina. · 

Resolved in the atlirmati,·e. 

ScPl'LJClJE:o>T.\HY LOAN ~Es; D!ATES, ::\o. 2. 
1907-UIOR. 

(-Jmstion-That the sum uf .f:7D,:l84 3s. Sd. be 
granted for "Supplementaty Loan Esti1nates, 
No. :l. lfl0/-1!1(1~ "-~-pnt; an<l the Committee 
divided:-·-

Art.-:, :H. 
)!t'. Appel 

Annstroug 
., Barnrs. 1' -. II. 

Barton 
Bell 
Brcnna.n 
Campl:rf~ll 
Cotteli 
C'OWH.lJ 

Cribh 
Den ham 
Duugla~ 

Forrest 
1-'ox 
Crant 
nrayson 
Gnnn 

Tcfler8: ~Jr. Re1lwood 

:}fr. Adarnson 
.\.irey 
Barber 
BO\vmau 
CO\'lle 

., nU'milton 

XoEs. 2fi. 

Hardaere 
Hunter. J. }l. 
Jinx ham 
Kerr 
J .. and 
Lcnnon 

.. lVIann 

.:\11'. Ha,vthorn 
IIerbertson 
Hunter, D. 
Keogh 
Kicbton 
Uackint0Sll 
~I:L\.wt:H 
.Jioore 
Pagct 
Petrie 
Philp 
Redwood 
Roberts 
~omer~et 

, Stortnrt 
Swayne 

,, Tnorn 
and :\'Ir. R.o1Jerts. 

:.rr. May 
, 3IcLachlan 
,. ~fitchell 
., Mulcahy 
,, Muilan 

l\Iurphy 
., NevHt 

l'aYn(' 
Ryhnd 
Sntnner 
Wiustanlcy 
\Yoods 

'Pe11ei'k: :\fr. Barber and Mr. ).:lcLachlan. 

P.HRI:i. 

Ayes-l!r. G. P. Barnes, Mr .. Jackson, llr. ll.ankin, 
and 3fr. lla.nran. 
Noes-~lr. ;renkiu:::;on, Mr. Kenna. )Ir .• Jones, and Mr. 

J ... esina. 
ReRolved in the affirmative. 
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SuPPJ,EMES'l'ARY LoAN EsTIMATES, lfJOS-1909. 

Question-That £40,000 be granted for "Sup­
plementary Loan Estimates, 1908-1909"--stated. 

Mr. AIREY asked whether these Loan Esti­
mates were included in the motion for the nppli­
cation of the Standing Order? 

The CHAIRC\1AN: These Estimate" are in­
cluded in the motion for the application of 
Standing Order 13o.\. 

Mr. MANN said he would clmllenge the 
Chairman's ruling. 

The CHAIRMAN : I gave no ruling. I 
merely answered a question put to me uy the 
hon. member for South Brisbane. 

Mr.l\fANN so id they could debate the Chair­
man's ruling. They were served this trick last 
session. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Will the hon. 
gentleman be seated • 

Question put; and the Committee divided:-

AYES, 34. 

}1r. Appcl ).1r. I-I~twthorn 
, Armstrong , HerbertRon 
,, Earnes, W. H. , Hnnter, D. 
, Ear·ton , Keogh 
, Bell 11 Kidi<ton 

Br_mnan )J i\1 wl.;:intosh 
, Campbcll , ::uaxwell 
, Cottell .. Jlloore 

" ~~7ba~ :: ~~f1~~ 
, Denham ,, Philp 
, Douglas , Ited.woocl 
, l<'orre~t. , Robcvt.s. 
, ll ox ,, Somcr:O:et 
, Gt·ant ,, Stodart 
,. Gray.;;.on , Swayne 
.. Ounn , 'l'hoi·n 

Te!fe,·s: :Jlr. C+rayson and Jfr. Thorn. 

Jir. _\d:.-~tn~oH 
Air·e.:, 
J~arhor 
Bowman 

}lr. :Jia.Y 
~1~Vwhl~n 

., }fit<~ r,ell 
}ln\c{hy 

,. Coynf' 
Hamilton 
Jlardaere 
Hnuter. ,J. JJ. 
1Inxha1n 
Kcrr 
Land 
LPnnml 
2\Ialln 

, J1t<lLm 
:.\fm'tJlly 

, Xeritt 
l'<Jyue 

, Ryl:tnd 
Snmner 
1\'in:::lauhw 

, -woods · 

Ten -·s: 3Ir. 1\~inf:itaule.r and J-rr. Vroorts. 

l'Allt<.:. 

Ayes-.Jir. u-. P. D1lrnes. Jlr. JackSOll, JTr. nankill, 
and J1r. Hanran. 

Xoc5-J1r. Jonkinsou, )Jr. Kennn, Jfr .. lone~. and .:\Ir. 
Lesina, 

Jtesoh'ecl in the affirmative. 

[12 30 n.m.) 

'.fhe House resumed. Th8 OlUIJCIJA:-> reJ,orted 
that the Committee had come to certain resoln­
tiom;;, 

The SPEAKER: The question is-That the 
resolutions be received. 

Messrs. HARDACRE and 11ANN rose together. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: Mr. Speaker, can I 
speak--

The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Question-That the resolutions be received­
put; and the House divided:-

AYES, :34. 

~Jr. Appel 
, , A rmstron g 
,. llarncs, W. H. 
, Ba.rton 
.. Hell · 
, Brennan 
,. Ca.mphell 
,. Cuttell 
, CO\\'ap 
., Cribb 
, Dcnham 
, Douglas 
, , I•'orrcst 

Fox 
, Grant 
, Grayson 
,, Gunn 

.:\Ir. Ha.wt.horn 
, Herbenson 
,, Hnnter1 D. 
, Ke11gh 

Kidston 
Mackintosh 
1laxwell 
}loo re 

'' raget 
Petrie 

,, PhilJJ 
Redwoo<l 
Robcrts 
.Sorrwr£et 
Stodart 

, ~wa;yne 
Thorn 

Tellers: ::.\lr. Cowap and ,\fr. Grant. 

NOES, 25. 

Mr. Adamson 
., Airey 

Barber 
Bowmlln 
Cnyne 
Ih.milt·ln 
Hardacre 
Unnter, J. )f. 
Huxhan· 
Kerr 

J,and 
Lr.nnon 

, Manu 

il'lr. Mny 
1\IeLachlan 
Mitcbell 

., Mulcaby 
Mull an 

, Mnrphy 
Xevitt 
Payne 

, Ryiand 
Sumner 

, Winstanley 
·woods 

7'el1et8: ::\Ir. J.Jennon and J.{r. Sumne1'. 

A.ye~-}lr. u-. P. Darnos, .J1r. J:wkson, :.rr. Rankin, 
and .i\o"Ir. IIanran. 

Soes-~Ir. Jenkinsou, l\lr. Ker1na, :lir. Jonc~, and l\lr, 
Le~ in a. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

RECEPTION OF RESOLGTIO:S~. 

The CLEHK read. res()lntions frorn the Cnn1mit­
tee of Su1 'Pl.Y cover in~ tllf' Department k ol Ex• cu­
tive n,nd Legislative, Chief St"e!'etary, Home Sec­
retary, \Vo1k . .:, .JntttJcP, Treasurer, Land~, Agri­
culture aud S:nck, Public Instruction, !dines,_ 
·Railway~, t>xpenditure front trust ::u1d ~p.,clal 
funds and L0111 loan funJ acconnt., StlppleR 
mentnry hstinwtes for the ) e.:r 1!l07·8, 8upple­
tnent:--n·y Lnan E"')titnates for 1~307·1:5> Stlp~.Imuell­
tary Tru,-,t Fund~ E~timat.es fur the ye tr 1007-8, 
Supplemt·mt:.uy Loa,n E~lin,ates "1\tt. j for the 
year 1907.1:;, and Supplementm·y Loan :Esti­
mates for the year 1908-0. 

(,luestion-That the resolutions he recei,·ed­
put ; rmd the J-Io·1su dl dded :-

Jir. ~\ilprl 
Arinstrong 

,, llnl'IH \Y. H. 
Hart on 
]loll 
Bn•nna11 
CR•l }Jhcll 
Cottdl 

,, Cowap 
., Cribh 
, Denham 
,, Dnn~las 

Fnrre~t 
.. Pox 

Grant 
,, Gra..yson 
, GtuJn 

il-lr. Ila\YtlJOrn 
1TCl'bcrt~on 
Hunter, D. 

,, Kco~h 
,, Kidston 
· :I\'f:·H'kintosh 

l\:Iaxwe\1 
Monre 

,. P<q~r,t 
, Petrie 
, Philp 

l'edwood 
, Itoberts 
,, Somerset 

Stodart 
, Swayne 

'I horn 

Tellers: Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Stodart. 
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Mr. A.d:unson 
, Airey 
, I~arber 

Bowmnn 
, Ooyne 
, Hamilton 
, , Un,rdaere 

NOKS, 25. 

, Hunter, J. l\f. 
, Huxham 

Kerr 
,. Land 
, J.JCUllOll 

, . .:\faun 

:VIr. 11ay 
:\IcLachlan 
Mitchell 
Mulcahy 
Mnllan 

,, l1urphy 
Nevitt 

,, Payne 
Rvland 
sU.mner 

, w·instanley 
Woods 

1'ellers: :Mr. Barber and 3Ir. ~IcLachlan. 

PArR~. 

A.yes-3'Ir. G. P. Barnos, Mr. Jackson, ){r. Rankin, and 
Mr. Hanran. 

Noes-Mr. Jenkinson, Mr. Kenna, Mr. Jones, a..nd Mr. 
Lesina. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

RESVliiPTION OF CoilL\1ITTEE. 

The TREASURER moved-That the 8peaker 
do now leave the chair, and the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of \Vays and Mrans. 

QL1e3tion put; and the House divided :-

AYES, ;lf,, 

)lr. Avpel ;\fr. Hawthorn 
Arrnstrong IIcrbertsou 

, Bat'nes, "''.H. , Hnnter, D. 
, Barton ., Keogh 
,. Bell Kidston 
. , Bremwn ~\la.ckintosh 

C:unpbell 3Iaxwell 
, Cottell }'loore 
, Cowap ., l)aget 
, Oribb Pet.rie 
, Denham , Pbilp 
., Douglas Rc.lwood 
,. Forre8t Robens 

Fox Somerset 
, Grant Stoda..rt 
)) Grayson , Swayne 
, , Gunn Tlwrn 

Tellers: )ir. D. Hunter and :llr. Redwood. 

:Mr. Adamson 
Airey 
Barber 
Bowman 
Co)ne 
Hamilton 

, IIardacre 
Hunter, ,J. .JI. 
Huxham 
Kerr 
I1and 
Lennon 
:B.'Iaon 

NoJt:s, 25. 
:llr. ~ra,· 

::\:1cLachlan 
Mitchell 
.Jiulca.h~Y 
:IIullan 
::.vrurphy 
Nevitt 

., Payne 
Rvland 
SLlmner 

, "rinstanley 
Woods 

Tellers: Mr. Huxham anll }:lr. ~:lnlcahy. 

PAIKS. 

Ayes-l\Ir. G. P. Bnrnes, Mr. Jackson. Mr. Rankiu, an~i 
1Ir. Hanrnn. 

Noes-)fr. Jenkinson, Mr. Kenua, 1\Ir. Jones. and ~:Ir. 
Lesina. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

CoMMITTF:K 

The THEASURER moved that the following 
sums be gTanted for the ye:tr l908·9 :-£1,1\79,180 
from the consolidated revenue fund, £14G,890 
6s. Del. from trust and special funds, £1,13G,051 
from the loan fund account; and the following 
supplementary sums for the year 1907-8-
£180,332 10.< Sd. from the consolidated revenue 
fund, £18,Gll 3s. 3d. from trust :.nd special 
funds, and £79,384 3s. 8d. from the loan fund 
1\CCOUnt. 

[1 a. m.] 
Qnestion put; and the Committee divided:­

AY.Et:., 34. 
llr. Appel ~ir. llawthorn 

, Armstrong IIerbertson 
,. Barnes, 1V. H. , Hunter, D. 

Barton ,, Keogh 
,. Bell Kidston 

Brennan )'lackintosh 
, Campbell 11axwell 
.. Oottell .VIoorc 
, Cowup Paget 

Cri bb Petrie 
, Denbam Philp 
,. Douglas Redwood 

Forrcl:! t Ro berts 
Fox Somerset 

,. Grant Stodart 
, Grayson Swayne 
, Gnnn Thorn 

'Pellers: Mr. Cottell ~nul Mr. Grant .. 

Mr . ..:\.damson 
, Aire:r 

Barber 
Bowman 

, Cosne 
, Hamilton 
, , Harctacre 

NORS, 25. 

,. Unnter, J. :\I. 
,. Huxham 
,. Kerr 

Land 
Lennon 
.Jiann 

:lir. :Ylay 
::vrcLachlan 

.. :Yiitchell 

.. ~[ulcahy 
I\Iullan 

.. )!urphy 
~evitt 
l'avne 

,. Ryiand 
Sumner 

, \Yinstanley 
Woods 

'l'ellas: Mr. IIardacre and }fr. McLachlan. 

PAIRS. 

~\.yes-Yir. G. P. Barnes, 1Ir. Jackson, J1r. Rankin, and 
)ir. Hanran. 

Noes-·Mr.Jcnkinson, l\Ir. Kenna, Mr. Jones, and Mr • 
r.Jesina. 

Re~olved in the affirmative. 

The TREASURER moved-That the Chair­
man do now leave the chair, report progress, and 
ask leave to sit again. 

Question put; and the Committee divided:­
AYEs, !31. 

Mr. Appel 
, Armstrong 
, Barnes, '\r. II. 

Barton 
Bell 
Brennan 
Camp bell 
Cdttell 
Co\vap 
Oribh 
Denllam 
Donglas 
Forrest 
Fox 
G·ra.nt 
Gravson 
G-ni1n 

Jlr. Hawthorn 
Herbenson 
Hunter, D. 
Keo~h 
K1dstun 
'\1ackintosb. 
Maxwell 
}Ioote 
P~1gPt 
Petrie 
Philp 
ltedwood 
Robet·ts 
Somer~et 

~todfl.rt 
Swayne 
'rhorn 

Tellet·s: ~Ir. J1oore and }fr. Swayne. 

J.Ir. Adamson 
,, .Airey 

Barber 
., Bowman 

CO) ne 
lb.mHton 
Hardacre 

No~:s. 25. 

, Hunter, .r. ::\I. 
Uuxham 
Kerr 
La.nd 
Lennon 
:Jla.nn 

)fJ·. ~I ay 
JHeL~ehlan 
:Vlitchell 
}!uloaby 
:\Iullan 

., 31urphy 
I\evitt 
ray ne 
Ryland 
snrnner 
'Yinstanle~· 

,, 'Yoods 

Tellers: ~Ir. Barber and }lr. ;levitt. 

PAIRS. 

Ayes-~'Ir. G. r. Barnes,:\'Ir.Jack"on, :Jir. Rg.nkin, and 
Mr. Ila.nntn. 

~oes-::\fr. Jenkinson, }fr. Kenna, .J.Ir. Jom•s, and l'Ir. 
Lesina. 

Resolved in the affirm»tive. 
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The House resumed. 'l'he CHAim!AN re-
ported progress, and a&ked leave to sit again. 

The TREASURER : I move that the Com­
mittee have leave to sit again on Monday next. 

Question put; and the '' Noes" called 
"Divide." 

After the division bell had been rung, 

The SPEAKER said : The question is that 
the Committee have leave to sit again on ::Yion­
day next. As many as are of that opinion say 
''Aye"; to the contra.ry, H ~o." 

There being no response of either " Aye" or 
''No." 

The SPEAKBR said: I have put the question 
twice, and there being no response the recond 
time, there is no division. 

I,oAN PrwPOS.\LS, lHIJS-lSJO!J. 
The THJ~ASUHEU presented the loan pro­

posals for the year 1908-0, and moved thttt the 
paper be printed and referred to Committee of 
·ways and Means. 

Question put; and the House divided:­
An:-,,:34. 

}Ir. 1\.ppel }fr. Hawthorn 
. , Armstrong Herbertson 
,, BaTnP..:;, W. II. ,, Hunter. D. 

llaTton Keogh 
Bell Kidston 

, Brennan , }!ackintosh 
,, Camphell , 3-iaxwell 
, Cottell ::lfooro 

Cowap , Paget 
, Cribb , Petrie 
, Denham , Philp 
. , Dougla.';:; , Redwood 

I~,orrest Ro berts 
, Fox , . Somer~ct 
, Grant ,, Stodart 
,. Grayson , Swayne 
,, Gunn rrhorn 

Tellera: Mr. Herber!son and ~fr. "Ioore. 

~fr. Ad am son 
,. Airey 
H Barber 

Bowman 
, Coyne 
, Hamilton 
, Hardacre 

Xot:s, 25. 

, Hunter, ,J. )!. 
., Huxham 
, Kerr 
.. Land 
,, J..enno11 
,, Manu 

:Mr. llfay 
,. "IcLachlan 

Mitchell 
Mnlc:thy 
Mullan 

., "1urphy 
, Nevitt 
, Payne 
, Ryland 

Snmner 
, Winstanley 
, Woods 

Tellers: Mr. Hardaere and ::1Ir. Paync. 

Jl.uus. 
Ayes-Mr. C. P. Barnes. :J!Il'. Jackson, J:Ir. Hankin, and 

Mr. IIanran. 
Noes-)fr. Jenkinson, :Jir. Kenna, Mr. ,Jone~. and Mr, 

Lesina. 
Resolved in the afHrmati ve. 

ADJOUR~MENT. 

The I'RE:YliER: I move that this Honse do 
now a<ljuurn. The first lmsinesH on iVInnday 
will be the rmumption of Committee of 'Nays 
and lVIeans. 

ii!Ir. \Yoons ro'e to give notice of n question. 
The SPEA KEH: Order! 'l'here is a question 

before the House. The hon. member cannot 
give notice of a question when the business 
of the day is over, except with the permi·,sion of 
the House. He cttnnot do so unless the Chief 
Secretary withdraws his motion. 

Mr. MoLACHLAN : If I may be allowed, I 
would like to give notice of a question. 

The PHEJ\!III<:R: I beg to withdraw the 
motion. (Hear, hectr !) 

[1.30 a.m.] 
Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

[Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr. LAND: l\It·. Speaker,-During the taking 
nf a division to-night I was one of the tellers. 

'.i'he SPJ<:AKJ~R : Order! Doe; the hon. 
gentleman wish to rnnke a personal explanation? 

Mr. LAND : Yes. I was one of the tellers. 
The Home Secretary accused the tellers of being 
guilty of wilful delay. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order l Unle<s it is 
wmething that concerns the hon. member him­
self he cannot make an explanation. 

lllr. LAND : It does concern myself, as I was 
one of the tellers. I wish to explain that 
during the time the count was being taken two 
of the members shiftect in their seats, and when 
my colleagne counted the names and I counted 
the numbers, I ftlnnd that there were twenty­
seven name,J, but only tvrenty-six were ticked 
off. Consequently we had to go right through 
the whole count again. 'l'berefore, I say there 
was no wilful dehy, and I think that the Home 
Secretary should withdraw his remarks. 

Mr. MAY: And apologise . 

Mr. A DAMSON: Mr. Speaker,--! also wish 
to make a !Jersonal explanation. I was one .of the 
tellers with Mr. Land, and there was no mten­
tion of delaying the Committee. 

GovERNMENT ME~!BER~ : Oh. oh ! and loud 
laughter. 

Mr. ADAMSON: I say, as emphatically 
as I can, that there was no intentional delay . 

OPPOSITION :NIEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

Mr. ADAMSON: \Vhat Mr. Land says is 
perfectly correct. \Ve went through the diffe­
rent numbers and counted that side and then 
counted this, and when we came to count them 
again we found that there was a discrepancy, as 
there were twenty-seven members and only 
twenty-six were ticked off, and we had to go all 
through again. I have another explanation to 
make. This evening I involuntarily moved from 
my place. I wish to saJ: that I challenf:{e an_Y 
member to say that whtle I have been m th1s 
Chamber I have been disorderly. 

'rhe SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. MAXWELI,: Sit down. 

The SPEAKER : I have allowed the ban. 
members to proceed with the permission of the 
House. But the House knows, and the hon. 
members know, that the House knows nothing 
of what takes place in Committee. The proper 
place to deal with it is in Committee. 

AD.JOURNl'vmNT. 

The .PREMIER; I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. BOWMAN, who was received with 
Opposition cheers, said: Before the House ad­
journed he wanted to make a very strong 
protest against the action of the Prernier, on 
behalf of the electors he repreeented and the 
party sitting behinC; him .. (Hear, hear l) >J;he 
action of tbe PremH•r to-mght was one wh1ch 
was altogther nnfair and unjust to thousands of 
electors throughout the State, whose representa­
tives would not ha1'e an opportunity of discussing 
many of the grievances they wisherl to have 
brought np in the House. The actio~ of the 
Premier was one that would brand btm as a 
politician--

The PrmMIF.ll : Is this in order? 



.Ad;journment. [18 DECEMBEll.] .Adjournment. 823 

Mr. BOWMAN : What had it gut to do with 
the Premier? 

The Sl'EAKEH.: Order ! 1'he hun. gentle­
man :annot discuss the general policy of the 
Premier on a motion for adjournment. 

:\~r. BOWMAN: All he could say, in con­
cluswn, was that the actwn of the Premier--

The P HEI>IIER : This is not the time to say it. 

}fr. BO\VMAN : He would not ask the 
Premier when to say it. 

Mr. AIREY: It had been the custom that a 
little allowance should be made on occasions of 
this kind. They had had a most unprecedented 
proceeding this evening which would not be for­
gotten for a number of years. He thought the 
country should know---

The PREmlm: Is this discussion to be allowed? 

}fr. MUHPHY: The Speaker will decide. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot 
discuss matters nf a controversial n11oture under 
cover of this motion, unless, of course he gets 
the permis>ion of the House. (He11.r, h~ar !) Is 
it the wish of the Hcmoe that the hon. member 
be t1llowed to proceed? 

GovEnNMENT J'iiEi\IBEHs: No. 

OPPOSITION J'i1EMBERS : Yes, 

I'be SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. AIREY: Seeing that he spoke with the 
courtesy of the House, he would commence by 
saying that it was a fitting thing to end the 
session--

The PREMIER: Order! 

Mr. AIREY : It was a fitting way to end 
the session, which be&:an with a scandalous 
betrayal of public confidence--

The PHEMIEI! : Order ! 

Mr. H.UIIL'rox: You are not the Speaker. 

The PI\En!IEH : I will not have it. 

Opposition jeering. hooting, and laughter, and 
crieti of '' Gagger. ' 1 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 

Mr. Bow~L~N (to the Premier): You Judas. 

The SP.B;AKEg: Order, order! If hon. 
members will not obey me when 1 cali for order 
I shall have to enforce the Standing Orders. 
The hon. member fur Brisbane South, so far as 
I could see, wa,; giving reasons why we should 
not adjourn. Bnt the concluding portion of hiR 
ren1ark_, were di.itinctly ont of order. 

Mr. AIRl<~Y : He was merely going to say 
that it was a fitting thing that a session which 
began in the way this one did should end with 
such a sc:1ndalous proceeding. 

The SPEAKElt: Order! The hon. member 
n1ust only give reaLwns why the Hunse shonld 
not adjourn. 

Mr. AIREY : He hoped the House would n<ot 
adjourn at p1'8Rent for this reason: that seeing 
the wa,y the btminei':I;-J was rniscondncted--

The SPEAKl<~R: Order! The hon. member 
is not in order in saying the business of thiti 
House has been misconducted. I ask the hon. 
member to withdraw that. 

~Jr. AIREY: He was not talking about the 
misc<mduct ·1f the House; he was talking of the 
misuondnct on the part of the Government. 

ThH SPEAKER: Order 1 That is out of 
order. I desire to give hou. n1e1nbers every 
reasonable facility to show why the House should 
not adjourn, and I hope hon. member" will assist 
me by keeping within the bounds of the Standing 
Orders. I wonld ask the hon. wember to with­
draw that statement. 

Mr. AIREY: He withdrew it., but he wished to 
point out the proceedings of the Government 
might possibly have been justified ttt the end of 
a long acLive session, and they had been met by 
obstruction in the coursA of their business. This 
session had not been long, and it had not 
heen characterised by obstruction to business, but 
it had be'n characterised by '" deliberate 
abandonment of all public huoiness. Under 
those circumstances the action of the Premier in 
<loing what he h11od done was simply scandalous. 

Question again stated. 

Mr. MANN objected to the adjournment 
because it wa::; not ~afe for hon. 1nen1bers to go 
outsido the Chamber. He was afraid, in the 
present heat and temper of hon. members on the 
Government side, they might lay violent hands 
on hon. n1ernbers. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! The hon. 
member must kuow he is treating the House 
in a frivolout:) manner. 

Mr. MANN : 'l'he Speaker bad not been in 
the Chamber all the evening. There had been 
threats bur led across the floor. He was speaking 
in all seriousness, :md in the present heated 
state it was not advisable to adjourn. It would 
be better to wait till morning, when hnn. mem­
bers would be able to go home in a more decorous 
fashion. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order l The ques­
tion before the House is the ..adjournment, and 
the hon. member must treat it in a serious 
manner. I tell him that I will not allow debate 
of this kind. If he continues to pur me that 
attitude I will have to take action. 

::\Ir. MANN : He was speaking in all serious• 
ness. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! The hon. 
member is not. I won't allow it. 

Nlr. MANN: He must admit that dudng the 
evening he had felt pretty Wltrlll. ::\1any charges 
had been hurled across the Chamber, and hon. 
memuers h.u] been threatened with personal 
violence. l-Ie thought it would be very inad­
visable to a:ijnurn while hon. 1nembers were in 
such a heateJ stccte. There had been very 
strained relations the whole Pveniug, a11<l it was 
only through the utmost tact un the part of the 
Clmirman that the proceedings had gone on aH 
well as they had. 

The SP EAKE H. : Order, order ! I trm;t the 
hon. m em bcr will not proceed on those lines. So 
far a::; I am <1Ware-, nothing unusual has occurred 
this evening, and I nlu,.,t insil:'t on toerious 
debate. The matter i~ inelevant to tbH motion 
before the House, and hnn. rnernber!:l must know 
that they need have no fear of personal violence. 

Mr. MANN: Poss1bly the House would 
adjourn in 11. state of harmony if the Home 
Secretary would be courteous enough to apolo­
gise to bun. rnmnbers. 

Mr. M ann.] 
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The SPJ<~AKER: Order, order! I am not 
concerned about rersonal quarrels between mem­
bers. 

Mr. MANN : It was only a fair thing f<>r the 
hon. member to apologise. 

Mr. HARDACR:B; was in favour of the House 
adjourning for one very important reason. They 
had jnst passed, in about four hours, nearly 
£5,000,000 ,,f public money without the repre­
sentativp~ of the people being allowed to discuss 
those items, nnd the public outside should have 
an opportunity to really understand what had 
been done. A full opportunity should be given for 
public meetings in the country so that the public 
might express their opinion. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 

Mr. HARD ACRE: ·what had been done wa' 
practically to abolish representative govern­
Inent. 

Mr. KERR contended that there were good 
reasons wby they should not adjourn. The busi­
ness of the country had been pushed through under 
the gag and the guillotine, and several m11tters 
had to be passed-he drew attention to them on 
the Address in Heply. He drew attention to 
certain transactions of the Government with re­
gard to the rPsrmrptinn of a certain piece of land 
on the river, and!in connection with which one hon. 
n1ember in the Hou~e was intt-reo;ted. One hon. 
member was financially interested in that land, 
and hon. m ern bers had had no opportunity of 
discussing the question of the purchase of that 
land. 

The SPEAKJ~R: Order! The bon. member 
is out of order. There is no motion before the 
House under which he can discuss that matter. 

Mr. KERR said that he had had no oppor­
tunity of bringing the matter up, as they had 
beEn gagged. It was one of the greatest scandals 
that had ever been perpetrated in Queensland. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The bun. member 
must know that this procedure ou a motion of 
this kind is entirefy out of order. 

Mr. KERR Faid that he would t"-ke occasion 
to br-ing the matter up on the Appropril\tion Bill. 

Mr. i\riTCH:ELL said that he intended to 
offer reasom why the House should not adjourn. 
They had a great deal of business to d,o before 
the session closed. 

The SPEAK EH: Order! I have just pointed 
out to the hon. member for Barcoo that, if the 
House r<it:-~ here for -u,venty-four hours, it is irn­
possib1e to ct 1 any more work just now, as there 
is no more work on the notice-papel'. 

Mr. MITCHELL regretted that there was no 
n10l'e business on the paper, LPt:ause it was 
desimble to undertake as much b11siness as pos­
~ible: as their timA was so lintited. The Go­
vemmc·nt were guilty of neglect in not having 
some business on the notice-paper. 

The SPEAKER: Orcler! Such a reflection 
on the Govern1nent at this Rtage is entirely nut 
of order. The hr>ll. member must see that what 
he is f'R.ying- is not relevant to the question 
before the House. 

Mr. MITCHELL: There were times when 
they were called upon to make a stand. He 
lodged his prutest against the adjournment of 
the House uncler the circumstances. The manner 
in which the work of the session had been done 
did not meet with the acceptance of the House 
and it was desirable that they should not adjour~ 
for some considerable time. 

[Mr. Mann. 

Mr. LENNON rose for the puqwse of giving 
reasons why the House should not adjourn. 
The Sreaker had referred in most felicitous 
terms to the manner in which the business of the 
session had been conducted. He said that so 
far the business had been conducted most 
amicably, and he (Mr. Lennon) was sure that 
opinion would find a hearty response in the 
breast of every hon. member. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must not 
put words into the mouth of the Speaker. I did 
not say what the hon. member has just attri­
buted to me. I said that, on the whole, the 
relations of hon. member• had been amicable. 

Mr. LENNON: Perhaps he was overstating 
the case. but he believed that was what the 
Speaker "meant, although he did not express it 
in the same words. One reason why the House 
should not actjnurn was that they had been pro­
mised a Trade Disputes Bill, an amendment of 
the Local Authorities Act, and a variety of 
other Bilb. It was only a travesty on represen­
tative government, and an insult to the people, 
that they should swallow the whole thing now, 
and go :<bout their business without cloing any­
thing. They shoulct have an oppcrrtunity of 
criticising the rnea'lures n1entioncd in the Go­
vernor's Speech. He thought that they should 
pres~nt a humble petition to His Maje.sty, and 
ask him to take away representative govern­
ment, and let them return to the ~tatus of a 
Crown colony. He said t.hat advisedly after 
the treatment to which they had been subjected 
that evening-. 

The SPEAKER : The hon. member is now re­
ferring to something \vhich occurred in Cmn­
mittee. The Speaker and the House are ignorant 
of all the matters the hon. member is referring 
to, whether they took place or not. The House 
has no knowledge of what occurred in Committee 
unless the Committee present a report to the 
House. 

Mr. LEX NON: It was as well that the House 
had no knowledge of what transpired in Commit­
tee, because it was not fit for publication. 

The SPE. \KER : Order ! 

Mr. LENNON: He sincerely hoped th"t he 
would never again have such an experience. l-Ie 
entered his emphatic prote't against the scan­
dalor18 treatment which hon. members had re­
ceived. 

1'he SPEAKER: Order: 

l\Ir. HYLA:\'D protested against the House 
adjourning at the present time. The leader of 
the Government w~tnted to push through an 
Appropriation Bill with the object of getting 
a1J the rncmey he required. He thought be waR 
justified in assuming that there would be no 
more business dune, although they were told at 
the corninencernFnt of the session that there was 
a lot of impol"t,tu\ business to do. They did not 
know when the Hou8e would n1eet again. 

Thu SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member 
is not in order in di~cussing the question in the 
manner in which he is doing. Re knows that the 
Houee will meet on l\Ionday. He is discussing a 
question which might properly be referred to on 
the Appropriation Bill. 

Mr. RYLAND : Considering what had been 
done in the Hmt'e during the last two or three 
days, representative government had become a 
f~trce. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
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Mr. HYLAND: The repre~entatives of the 
·people hPre were robbed of their rights, and 
cthe people outside were ir,sulted. 

[2 a.m.] 

Question-That this Honse do now adjourn­
put; and the House divided:-

An:,~, 34-. 
Mr. Appel }ir. I!a,vthorn 

" Armstrong Herbertsou 
•• Barncs, \\'.!I. ,, Hunter, D. 

Barton , , Keogh 
Dell Kidston 
Brennan :Mackintosh 

,. Campbell , ::VIaxwell 
Oottell ~roore 

,, Cnwap , Paget 
Cribb Petrie 
Det1hatn , Philp 

, , Doughts , , l~ed wood 
Forrest , ll.oberts 
Fox Somerset 
Grant , Stodart 

, G1·ayson Swayne 
Gunn Thorn 
Teller·s : ::ur. Gray:wn and ~Ir. Gunn. 

:ur. Adnm5~on 
, Airey 
, Barber 

Bowman 
Hnrnilton 

Xo~<:~, 23. 

, Hunter, J. }f. 
Hnxham 
Kcrr 
Lrmd 
Lennon 
J.(ann 

,, :\Ia\· 

~fr. :VlcT.Jachlan 
3!itchell 

, I~:Iut{'a.hy 

~iullan 
, ;llnrphy 
, :'fevitt 
,, PHyne 

" ~i~!~~~r 
, VYinstanlf:y 

"'oods 

'l'etre-,·s: Jlr. :Uule~tlly and ~'fr. Ryland. 

P,\IH.~. 

A..yes-3-Ir. G. P. llarne.s, ~Ir. Jack.son, ).h·. Rankin, and 
"JI£r. Hanran. 

~oes-J.Ir. ,Jenkinson, J1r. Kenna, ::\'Ir. Jouef-l, and _j.fr. 
£esintt. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

The Hou~e adjourned at eight minutes past ~ 
-n~clnck a.rn. 
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