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THURSDAY, 10 DECE3!BER, 1908. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. ,John Leahy, Bulloa) took 
the chair at half-past 2 o'clock. 

WARWICK-l\lARYVALE RAILWAY. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. W. T. Paget, 11Iackay) laid on the table of 
the House the plan, section, and book of refer­
ence of the proposed rnilway from \Varwick to 
Maryvale, in length 17 miles 25 chains ; also the 
Commissioner's report thereon ; and moved that 
the report be printed. 

Question put and paesed. 

KINGSTHORPE-GOOMBUNG EE 
BRANCH RAILWAY. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS laid 
on the table of the House the plan, section, and 
book of teference of the proposed branch rail­
wa.y from King::;thorpe t(1 Go(nnbungeeand 1nain 
ranges, in length 20 miles 60 chains ; also the 
Commissioner's report thereon; and moved that 
the report be printed. 

Question put and pa.ssed. 

t.,lUESTIONS. 
HAlLWAY PAss ~·mt :MAYOR oF BRISBANE. 

Mr. ·woODS (Waathakat!') asked the Secre­
tary for R~ilways-

1. Is the mayor of the city of Bri!<bane supplied with a 
gold pass or the ordinary manuscript or card pass ? 

2. Does such pass apply to the whole of the State 
railways? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

1. A gold pass. 
2. To all State railways in Queensland. 
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CLONCUHRY-MOUNT ELLIOTT RAILWAY. 

Mr. MAY (Flinde1's) asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

l. Can he give me any definite information when the 
construction of the Oloncurry.)![ount Elliott Railway 
will be commenced? 

2. Are all the formalities in connection therewith 
completed P 

3. Which of the three surveys of routE. has been 
decided upon? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replierl-

1. Ko. The construction car-.mot be commenced until 
tl1e e-.timated cost has been arrived at and agreed to by 
the company. rrhis is being determined now. 

2. Not yet; but they are well in hand ~tnd I see no 
likelihood of delay. ' 

3. From Cloncurry ·cia Duck Creek, Red Rock, and 
Granite Creek to Hampden, tb')nce via )1agg-ie's and 
Gidyt>a Creeks to -:\fount EJliott by the cheapest route 
available under the agreement. 

DEEP S!XKING AND PROSPECTING VOTES. 
Mr. J AOKSON (Kennedy) asked the Secre­

tary tor MmeH-
What are the total approximate amounts advanced 

out of the deep sinking and prospecting votes since 1886 
to the following mineral fields :-Charters 'rowers 
Gympie, Croydon, Ravens wood, and Clermont? ' 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
J. G. Appel, Albert) replied-
Deep sinking vote­

Charters Towers 
Gym pie 
Croydon 
Cierrnont 
Ravenswood ... 

Pro~pecting vote­
ChH.rters 'rowers 
Gym pie 
Croydon ... ... . .. 
Clermont (including Anakic) 
Ravens wood 

£ 8. d. 
6,81~ 14 5 

15,264 13 0 
14.494 4 6 
1,528 16 6 

234 5 7 

1,157 19 3 
2,848 1 ll 

834 9 8 
3,U05 0 7 
45~ 12 9 

EARTHWORKS ON TOLGA-JOHNSTONE RAILWAY. 
Mr. MANN (Cai1·ns) asked the Secretary for 

Railways~· 

1. Is the statet:'~ent in to-day's Coltrierthat the earth­
works on the 'rolga,-Johnstone Railway will not be 
started nntil ~ftcrthe wet season correct r 

2. If correct, what is the reason for the delay? 

The SECRETARY :FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

1. No; l1ut it has been necessary to temporarily 
deh:ly the aetual cor1strucrion. 

2. Because the n-orking phms are not rt.Jady. 1fhe 
surveyor who was engaged on this work reshmed to take 
up a position at Bmven. Another surveyo1· has been 
sent. but the cbangf3 makes some delay nnavoid:-tble. 
'!'he clearing at the Tolga ettd of the line has been com­
pleted. 

CAsEs CoMMITTED FOR TRIAL A'r GEORGETOWN. 
Mr. ;s'l~VlT'l' (Ca.rpentari") asked the Chief 

Secretary, fur the Attorney-General-
Is it not a fact that for some years all cases committed 

for trlal at tleorgetown were committed to the circuit 
court at .:'li orrnanton? 

The PRE~IIER (Hon. vV. Kidston, Rock­
hampton) rqJlied-

Sinee H)Ol there have been five committals from 
Georgetown to a circuit court: such committals were 
to Normanton. 

VESSELS AT PORT OF BROADMOUNT. 

Mr. JONES (Bm·nett), for Mr. Hardacre 
asked the Treasurer- ' 

I. How many vessels have had to wait twenty-four 
hours for the tide in order to enter the port of Broad­
:nount during the last fi\re years? 

2. What were the names of such vessels, if any? 

The TRJ£ASURER (Hon. A. G. C, Haw­
thorn, Enogg' ra) replied-

There is no ref'ord iu Brisbane of any such delays; but 
the portmaster has instructed tb~e harbour~mastcr, 
Rockhampton, to supply the information if possible. 

TRAiVIWAY AcmnEN~·s IN Bmsn.\NE. 

Mr. McLACHLAN (Fortitude Valley), for 
Jlilr. Lesina, a"ked the Home Secretary-

'Yhat iR the nu m her of accidents, f~ttal or otherwise, 
reported to the Police Department as ha.ppening upon 
or in connection with the Brisbane tram,va.rs from 
the date of the passing of the Brisbane Traffic Act of 
190.~ to the 30th :November, 1908 ~ 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. T. Bell, 
Da/by) replied-

The nwuber of aecidents in connection with the 
Brisbane tramway t raffle, from the date of the passing 
of the Brisbane Trafii<~ Act to the 30tll November, !908, 
reported to the police i~ as follmvs :-

Fatal 5 
Serious ... 69 
Slight lll 

Total 185 

ExPWSIVEH UsEIJ A~' Jl.loux·r MoRGAX. 
l\1r. l\loLACHLAN, for Mr. Lesina, asked the 

Secretary for Mines-
In connection with the inquiry at the 1Iount ~organ 

Mine. will he ascertain wha.t quality of explosives b 
used in the mine, and H it is true. a c.: stated, that the 
~fount :\'!organ Company contemplHte using explosives 
manufac·tured b\ the De Beers Company by the aid of 
black labour in Soutb _-lfrica? 

The SECRETARY FOR MI~ES replied­
The department has no knowledge of the intentions 

of the company, and has no authority to require the 
information to be fnrnislled. 

ABORIGIXALS ON NOHTHERX CANE FAllMS. 
Mr. MULCAHY (Grmpie), for Mr. Ryland, 

asked the Home Secretary-
1. Has an order been issued by the Home Secretary's 

Department prohibiting the employment or aboriginals 
on cane farms in the North? 

2. Is the Home se~retary aware that aboriginals are 
being employed on Northern cane farms at ~s. 6d. per 
week all the year round? 

The HOME SECRETARY replied-
1. Yes. 
2. Xo. 

ss. '' PORPOI::;E." 

Mr. MoLACHLAN, for Mr. Lesina, aHked 
the Treasurer-

Is it a fact that the Government has purchased the 
iron scre'v ~teamer" Porpoise," owned by the A.U.S.N. 
Company, Limited? 

The TRI'~ASURER replied­
Ko. 

Coi\lii!ISSJON TO PmvATE LANIJ AGENTS. 
~ 

l\Ir. McLAOHLAN, for Mr. Lesina, asked 
the Secretary for Public Lands-

1. Is the 1n1mber of settlers (1,076L and acres selected 
(1,023,670), mentioned in the return relating to vrivate 
agents recently tabled, up to 80th June, 1008, or np to 
date. 30th November, 19081 

~- If up tc· ~Oth Jnne last. what amount is still 
owing as commission to prh ate ag-ents~ 

3. Is it true that certain agents have not received 
their commisRion yet? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. D. ]1', Denham, Oxley) replied-

1. Up to 30th June, 1908. 
2. £378 10s. :ld. 
~.Yes. 
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REINSTATE}!ENT OF Jt:S'l'IOES m' THE PEACE. 

Mr. KEOGH (Rosev-nod), without notice, asked 
the Chief Secretar} -

If it is his intention to hrtve those gentlemen who were 
removed off the {'ommission of the peare a short time 
ago reinstated; and if not, whether it will be necessH.ry 
to have those names resubmi.tted and approved of? 

The PREMIER replied-
'l'here is not the sli~htest intention of reinstating 

them en !doe. and, if any hon. member wishes any of 
them reappointed to the comrni3sion of the peace, they 
can nominatt) tbem in tlle ordinary way, a.nd they will 
be considered just as any ordinH-ry appointment 

JHr. KEOGH : 'l'hey will have to be recon­
sidered. 

The PREMIER: Yes. The M me as any 
ordinary appointment. 

BIDDENHA:i\I I' ASTORAL HOLDING. 

On the motion of Mr. COYKE ( WmTego), it 
was formally resolved--

That there be laid on the table of the 1-Iom;e copies of 
all papers in eonnertion with the claim made by the 
lessees of Biddenham pastoral holding (Chal'leville land 
agent's district) on a .::lelector on th:n run named Harry 
Smith, for half cost of a dam which was constructed 
after a portion of the holding was resumed, and of 
whieh portion Smith's ~election forms part. 

PORT )cLliiA RAILWAY. 

LgAVE TO IN'l'ROlJUOE BILL. 

IN OOl>DIIT'l'EE. 

(Jir. W. J. R. "lfaughcm in the chai1·.) 

The SECRETARY FOrt RAILWAYS, in 
movmg-

'fhat it is desirable that a Bill be introduced to 
validate an agret:ment entered into between the Secre­
tary for Railways, for anti on behalf of the Government 
of Queensland, and the Roekhampton Harbour Board 
for the construction or a braneh line or raihvav from 
Port Alma to a point on the main line of railwa)' from 
Uockhamptou to Gladstone, and to authorise the COll­

struction of the said railway, and to make provision foe 
certain matters incidental thereto-

said he might be in nrder, although it was a 
littlE" un~sual at this stage, if he gave particular' 
of the Btll to be introduced. 

Mr. BmniAN : A very wise course. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAIL WAYS: In 
deferenc,, to the wish expressed by hon. members, 
he "ould like very briefly to refer to some of the 
particulars contained in the Bill. The length of 
the line would be 1G miles 40 chains and it 
would leave the main Rockhampton llne at a 
certain point, and would go to a certain wharf 
known as the "Port Alnm \Vharf," on the south 
side of the Fitzroy River. The estimated cost 
of the line was £70,000. The Bill was to vali­
date an agreement made by the late Secretary 
for Railways, :\fr. Kerr, between the Secret&ry 
f<lr Hat! ways and the Itockhampton Harbour 
Board for the building of this line. Its object 
was to give Rockhampton and the Central 
districts access to a perfl.anent deepwater port. 
The Port Alma \Vharf, which was built some 
twenty years ago, was to be handed over to the 
harbour board, he pre.,umed. so that the whar­
fage might act as a rfc venue for the harbour 
board. It was to be a Government line and not 
a private line, and the harbour boa~d would 
make good any deficiency in the workincr of the 
line. Tha: was,. :he harbour board had practi­
cally constttuted ttself a local authority ;o that 
ishe line might be brought under the provisions 
of the Rail way Act of 1906. He would further 
add, for the information of members, that there 
was no benefited area. The harbour board ttself 
,gave the guarantee as the benefited party, and 

he understood there wn,s an arrangement between 
the shipping companies that their goods and 
paosen[!ers should be sent over that line. 

Jl.fr. KERH: There is no agreement. 

The SECRETAUY FOR RAILWAY::i: He 
simply ooid that there was an arrant;ement. 

Mr. BRENNAN : In writing? 

The SECI~ETARY FOR RAILWAYS: ;\fo. 
He would rrwntion all about that to-morrow, as 
he did not wish to detain the Committee at any 
length. It was und•,rstood that the whole of the 
ligh terage plant and tenders that plied between 
the wharves at Rockhampton and Ke~pel Bay 
should be knocked off and the whole of the 
passenger and goods traffic should pass over the 
line from Port Alma. 

Mr. KEim: Conditionally. 

The SECRETARY .B'OR RAILWAYS: 
Yes, conditionally. If there were any deficiency, 
it was to he the first: charge on the wharfage 
revenue. He did nut wish h<m. members to 
understand by that that it was to be the fir,t 
charge on the board's revenue nntil the interest 
and ;cedemption on the board's loans that they 
had received from the Trea,urer wme paid. In 
the event of the deficiency not being paid to the 
Railway Commissioner, the board can ~e sued in 
the ordinary manner. If the line paid interest 
and working expenses for three consecutive 
years, then the board, as a local autltoritv, was 
to be relieved from all further responsibility. 
That was exactly the t-ame as the provisions in 
the Railway Act of 1006. The construction of 
the line was not to he a liability upon any rate­
payer or local authority. Then the schedule to 
the Bill set out that the line was to be con­
structed and workf!d by the Government, and it 
was to be manned and worked bv the Commis­
sioner's staff. The wharves were, to he lt1<nded 
over to the harbour board. 

Mr. Bow~IAN: \Vho owns the wharve,? 

The SEURETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
They were to bo handed over to the harbour 
board. 

Mr. \VooDs : \Vhat rate of wages do you pro­
pose to pay on the construction of the line? 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The wages are the ,,ame as any Government 
railway. 

Mr. \VooDs: The wages ruling in the dis­
trict ? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The wages ruling on Government railways. He 
did not know that it would have been necessary 
to answer such questions at that stage; but in 
deference to the wishes of hon. gentlemen oppo­
site, as expre,sed on the previous day, he took 
the unusual course of ~upplying members with 
information, which he thought was a good thing, 
as to the provisions of the Bill which be proposed 
to lay on the table of the House. The approaches 
to the wharf were to be built by the Government, 
and the board was to control the whanes, and 
would appoint their own wharfinger. The rates 
and fares were not to exceed 10s. per ton from 
Lake's Creek, and otherwise ordinary fares may 
be charged. 

J\Ir. KENN.\: Does the board get the wharf for 
nothing? 

The SECRETARY .B'OR RAILWAYS: 
Yes. 

Mr. KENNA: As a present? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Ye~. At present the wharves were of no value 
to the Government or the country. 

Mr. KENNA: How much did it cost? 

Hon. W. T. Paget.J 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
About £20,000 or .£30,000. It was twenty years 
ago it was built. 

Mr. BRENNAN : \Vhat use will Broadmount be 
to the Government then? 

The SECRETARYliORRAILWAYS: He 
would reply tu that question on the following 
day if the bon. gentleman gave notice of it. 
The fares charged on the mileage basis on the 
Queensland railways nlight be charged on this 
liue, C"nd thPre was a further provi:;;o that the 
Cornmi<:~ioner might agree with those UHing the 
line to irnpobe sp~cial rates. The in1porters and 
exporters and 1::lhip!Jing com!Ja.nie.s \vho would 
provide the traffic for the line could enter into a 
special agreen1t>nt fur speciaJ ratE'~ and fares, 
but if such agreernent were entered into it rnust 
he for at least five years. The Commi,sioner 
1nust be guaranteed against ~ .. ny lnr;~ by the 
running of special traills. That W;J,~ a rnere 
machinery clause. There w:1s alw 't clttuse that 
the bmcr(l would induce shippers to u."B the line, 
and there wa, a formal clause that the Gnvern­
ment could build branch linee from it, and under 
no circum~tances could the harbour board cln.hn 
for comprns"tion Jgainst the Government. 

:!1/Ir. KERR (B"·rcoo): He did not speak on 
this question when it wae before the House the 
preYiuu::3 day. Certain hon. 1ner:nbers then drew 
attention tu the fact that he signed this agree­
ment, and the Minister for Hail wovs wrts kind 
enough tu repeat it that d<ty. IV.hen he (Mr. 
Kerr) signed the agreement a Bill was to be 
broug-ht down, and he thought it would have 
been only right and fair, seeiug that the Bill was 
now being iutroduced by another Secretary for 
llailways, that he should have signed the agree­
lnent. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAn, WAYS: I have not 
the slightest objection to do that. 

Mr. BOW11AN : But you were against it last 
ses8iun. 

'The SJcOltE'I'ARY FOR RAILWAYS : The Bill was 
dropped last session. 

Mr. KERR: He went into this matter when 
he was at the Railway Department, anC. an 
estimate was provided. \Vhen the new agree­
ment was drawn up it was found that a larg-e 
item had been left out of the estimate of cost­
namely, the taking of water to the wharvt•s. The 
least amount this would cost was set down at 
£14,000. 

Mr. GRAX'r: No. 

:Mr. KER.R: The junior member for Rock­
hampton perhaps knew more about it than the 
experts in the Hail way Department. 

:Vlr. GRANT: I know that is not so. 

Mr. KERR: A wharf at which oversea vessels 
and coaBtal VP'••els had to call was useless with· 
out a water supply. The ·Minister Raid an 

a.rrangernE'nt had been entered into 
[:i p.m.J between theshippingcompaniesand 

the harbour board, but no agree­
ment had been entered into. An agreement had 
been drawn up, and it ought to have been entered 
into. 

Mr. GRAN'r: It has been. 

Mr. KERR: It had nut. 
~fr. GRAN~': Ye,. 

Mr. KERR: If the hon. member had listened 
carefully to the l\1inister, he would have remem· 
bered that he had said that no agreement had 
been entered into between the harbour board 
and the shipping company, but only an arrange· 
nwnt. 

The SEOi\ETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is so--I 
said an arrangement. 

[Hon. W. T. Paget. 

Mr. KERR: But the junior member for 
Rockhampton que;;tioned the statement. 

Mr. GRANT: The board's solicitors say it is­
binding. 

Mr. KERR: They could not shut their eyes 
to the fact that, should any other shipping com· 
pany coming on to the co:<st decliue to land its 
goods at Port Alma, and mrtke arrangements to 
take its guods at a certain rate to Rockhampton, 
then the shipping companies, as they told them, 
wonld not be bound by that arrangement. 
\Vhat they wanted was to have an agreement 
made and entered into between the harbour 
hoard and the ship[Jing companies; and until 
that agree111ent was made, the I-lon1:1e ought to 
seriously consider before passing this line. 

Mr. GRANT (Rocldwmpton): With regard ta 
the water supply which the hon. member for 
13"rc<H) made c.JI this noise about--

:Mr. KERR: I am not making a noise. 

?vir. GRANT: It was a matter entirely with 
the harbour board. The hoard had no intention 
of ~etting the water in the way sugge,ted by the 
railwa0 expert. They had to charge the ship­
ping cnmpanic" for the w11ter, and would make 
money out of ir. Their intention was to take it 
down by barge, and, by means uf tanks, supply 
the water as required. They had an agreernent 
with the Australin.n United Steam Navigation 
Company, the Adf•laide Company, and the 
Howard Smith Company. \Vas not this tetter 
than taking the water 20 mile;;? 

)\I,.. BowMAN : Is it not better to at once drop 
the line altogether, and go where you can get 
water? 

11r. CHANT: That was the hon. member's 
idea. Th•; shipping company sent an open letter 
to the harbour board in Rockhampton, stating 
that they would use the wharf, do away with the 
lighters, and send all the interstate steamers ply­
ing up and down the coast to the wharf. 

:Mr. BRENNAX: Let us hav& a copy of the 
letter in this House. 

Mr. GRAJ'\T : As a matter of fact, the House 
had nothing to do with it; it was the btmitJess of 
the harbour board in Ruckhampton. The har­
bour board sent that letter to their sohcitors 
in Rockhampton, :Messrs. Rees R. and Sydney 
J onf'R, whose name wal:l well known to everyone 
connected with legal work, and they stated that 
the letter was a binding contract. 

l\1r. Kmm: You would get another lawyer to 
~,ay it iR not. 

Mr. GRANT: The reputation of l\Iessrs. Hees 
R. and Sydney Jones was high enough for every 
one. He dtd not know whether the hon. mem­
lwr for Ba1 coo had read the telegram from 
Barcaldine this morning, \Vhere an enthusiastic 
meeting was he-ld, :ctnd a reR-olutinn carried 
unanimously in favuur of the Port Alma Rail­
w~ty, and they wired to thrtt effect. 

Mr. KERR: They don't pull me by wires now. 
Do they pull you by wires? 

Several honourable members interjected. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order! I must 
ask hon. members to observe the rules of 
debate. 

Mr. GRANT: The hon. member for South 
Brisbane asked him about a public meeting. He 
had an experience of a public meeting-. 

Mr. MuRPHY: You will have had experience 
of a public meeting in Rockhampton directly. 

Mr. GRANT: Asamatteroffact, hebelieved 
that the hon. member for South Brisbane and 
the hnn. member for Barcoo had wired and 
hired the hall at Blackall, but, after their experi­
ence at Barcaldine, they did not go to Black all.. 
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Mr. KERJ:{, rose to a point of order. The 
hon. member was making an utterlv untrue 
statement when he said that he (Mr. Kerr) en­
gaged the ho,ll at Blackall. If he was a gentle­
man, he would withdraw it. 

Mr. GRANT: That was his information. 

Mr. KERR: 'rhe hon. member's information 
wa." incorrect. 

::;rr. GllANT could give the name of the man 
who told him. It wtls l\Jr. 1Iackay, the secre­
tary of the :Pastoralists' Association. 'l'he hon. 
Tnember for Harcoo, who conducted the negotia­
tions for thi~ railwav, now went back upon it. 
If the railway was l)ad this year, it was equally 
bad last year, and the agreement which they 
were asked to ~tdopt waR the agreement signed 
by the ban. member for Barcoo, and laid on the 
table. Surely politics had C••me tu a pretty 
state ! \V''" it because he was Minister for Rail­
ways in the Cabinet last year ? 

JVIr. KERR: The majority were in favour of it. 

Mr. GRANT: Dict the hon. member desire 
to retain his position as Minister? ·what was 
the reason that he went back uprm his action 
now? He had had many con versatiuns with the 
hon. member, when Minister for Railw>tys, and 
had never heard him object to the r:ulway. If 
it had come under the notice of the hon. member 
for SDuth Brisbane and the hon. member for 
Ipswich, would they not have che.grfully voted 
for it last year? 

An HoNOURABLE ME1fBER: They have seen 
the light. (Laughter.) 

Mr. GRANT: The hon. member for Barcoo 
spoke ><bout the water supply costing £14,000, 
but the harbour board scheme would not mach 
£1,000. It was much more than an agreement. 
'rhe shipping companies at the present time were 
losing money over the tender system. They had 
to keep the tenders there, but if this rail way 
were built their tenders would be taken away. 
It was to their interest to have the railway, 
just as it was to the interest of the people 
there. Th8 hon. member for Mitchell raised 
the point that if this railway were not a 
paying line it would fall upon the exporters 
and imvorters. He could tell them that the 
big ]Jastoralists out \Vest who sent their wool 
down there were in favour of this railway. 
He could give the names of seven or eight of the 
biggest pastoralists in Queensland who were in 
favour of the Port Alma Railway. Fairbairn 
Bruthere, J uwett, :b-.rancis 1Vlurpby, of K orth­
ampton Downs-he was not quite sure of the 
last-mentioned-most of the stations controlled 
by Golctsbrough, Mort, and Co., and by 
Dalgety Limited, and the Mount :Ylorgan Com­
pany were enthusiastically in favour of the line. 
Captain Richard, the manager of the Mount 
Morgan Company, spoke strongly in favour of 
it at a public meeting held at Mount :\Jorgan, 
and he thought that there was a general con­
sensus of opinion favourable to tne proposal 
among the larr;e payers of dues. 

Mr. JliiANN thought it was rather an unusual 
thing f,r a r•ri l'>tte member to give information 
which ought to have been furni,hed by the 
Minister. He did not speak on the motion the 
previous day becanse he desired to he>tr what 
other members had to say on the quPstion, and 
he wi,hed to deal with it on its merits. ·when 
the Secretary for Rail wn,ys was speaking he 
interjected who was to bear the cost of supply­
ing fresh water to the wharf, and the Premier 
told the hon. gentlem:tn not to reply. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAnWAYS: I simply 
went on with my speech. 

Mr. JliL'cNN: The Premier did not make that 
suggestion because the question as to who 
should bear the cost was not in the interest of 
the State," but simply because the hon. gentle­
man had a strong personal pique towards him­
self. As showing th:tt the hon. gentleman was 
only nominal leader on that side, and that the 
hon. member for Townsville was the real leader, 
he might menti•m that at the same time the 
hon. member for Townsville said, "It is only 
the member for 'G'tirns, do not give him any 
infnrrrmtinn.'' But the question waR n.n inl­
port,tnt on~, and he again asked the Minister 
who was going to bear the cost of supplymg 
fresh water to the wlmrf at Port Alma ! 

Mr. GRANT: The harbour board. 

:Mr. i\'I.ANN said he would not take informa­
tion from the hon. member. He wished to know 
frorn the Minister for 1-tailways who \7..'<:t.s to bear 
the cost of that service, which he understood 
w>mld amount to £14,000. He was at Port Alm>t 
eighteen ur nineteen years ago, just after the 
wharf waB built, and he tried to get down to look 
at it, but after t',king his boots off and wading 
for a mile or two over the water on the fht he 
aave up his quest in disgust. HP believed that 
if a man wore kilts, and went there, the 
mosquitoes would carry him away. \Vhy should 
they spencl £70,000 or £80,000 in the cm;s~rnc­
tion of a line to Port Alma, and an add1t10nal 
£14,000 for a water supply, when the port had 
already got railway communication, and settled 
districts on the D"rling Downs were crymg out 
for famlities to enable them to carry their pro­
duce to market? The late Minister for Railways 
took a trifJ over the Darling Downs in the early 
part of this ye><r, >tnd among the pl>tces he 
travelled over was the district from Oakey to 
Mount Russell, where settlers had been waiting 
twenty years for a railway. 

The PREMIER asked if the remarks of the 
hon. member were in order. 

The CHAIRMAN': The hon. member is not 
in order in referring to the question of rail way 
construction on the Darling Downs. The ques­
tion before the Committee is a motion for the 
introduction of a Bill relative to the construction 
of a railway to Port Alrna. 

Mr. MANN said he was giving as an illustration 
of his argument against the buihling of the Port 
Alma Railway the fact that railways were more 
required in other districts where the land had 
been settled for a long time. The people uf the 
Central district had rail W"·Y facilities in the shape 
of a railway to Broadmount, and a iittle further 
down the coast thev had one of the finest 
harbours in the whole' of Australia. The Com­
mittee would be well ad vi sed if they assisted 
small settlers who 11rgently required a rail way 
rather than pastoralists who were getting big­
pric~s for their wool, . a:nd who. could afford ~o 
pay for 33 miles addJtwpal rmlage If they d1d 
not care to send their produce vict Broad mount. 
Settlers who were growing wheat and other 
cereals should get a rail way before the pastoral­
ists of the Central district. 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I tabled two 
lines thi.s afternoon. 

Mr. MAN'N: Yes; but they wanted more. 
There was plenty of railway accommodation in 
the Central district. The hon. gentleman com­
plained about a stonewall. If the Minister ha.d 
given the information asked for, he pledged h1s 
word of honour that he (1'lr. Manu) "rmld not 
have got up to speak. He would aloo like some 
information o.bout the 10s. a ton from Lake's. 
Creek. \Vas it a little sop to North Rock­
hampton? There was a big meeting held at 
J\!Iount Morgan the other evening in favour of the 

Mr.Mann.] 
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rail way, according to the Courie1·-a meeting 
worked up by Campbell, of the We.1te1·n Chami­
pion; but there was also a petition from 2,500 
Rockhampton people against the rail way. 

The PREMIER : \Vho worked up that peti­
tion? And who is working up hon. members? 

Mr. l\IAJ'\X: He was not concerned as to who 
worked up the petition; and he scorned the 
insinuation that anybody wab working him up. 
It was evidentlv the desire of the Gm·ernment 
to dragoon the Bill through without giving infor­
mation to the Committee. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: You can't 
make the country believe that. I have given 
you whips of information this afternoon. 

Mr. :\IANN: \Vhen the C:>irns Har't;our 
Board llill was going through the Premier got 
a wire from the Cairns Chamber of Commerce 
that almost caused him to drop the Bill. That 
wire appf~,ued in the Courier, but he (Mr. 1\Tann) 
got a wire giving quite a different view of the 
matter from certain prmninent business men in 
Cairns. 

The PREMIER asked whether the hon. mem­
ber for Cairns was in ordAr? 

The CHAIRMAN: I was listening closely to 
see how the hon. m em her ·was going to connect 
his remarks with the question before the Com­
mittee. 

Mr. :\1ANN : He was going to show that the 
Committee should not. he r;uided by reports that 
appeared in a biassed Press. Thev wanted infor­
mation from a more reliable source than the 
Gow·ie?', and it would be wise to withdraw the 
mo~ion until the middle of next week, so that 
wires might be obt:tined from reliable sources. 

The SECI\E'rARY POR RAILWAYS: I have the 
Wlf€,';. 

Mr. YI:ANN: But very likely after they had 
agreed to the motion-if they agreed to it now­
other wireH would come in proving that the first 
wires did not convey correct information. He 
intended to take his part in keeping the second 
reading going long enough to en:>ble members to 
get indevendent information from Mount JIIIor­
gan, Barcaldine, Gladstone, and Rockhampton. 
The Hon. Thomo.s Price, when introducinr; a 
rail way measure, took as many rnen1bers of Par­
liament as cared to go, and showed them the 
route of the railway, and he thought that was a 
good way of enabling members to obtain infor­
mation. 

Jliir. KENX A (Bowen) wished to say a few 
worils on the proposed introduction of the Bill; 
and he did not think he could be accused of a 
desire to unduly take up the time of the Com-

nlittee, Reerng that thiH Waf: only the 
{3.30 p.m.] second occasion on which he had 

risen to speak since the session com­
menced, the other occasion being last night. 
They were asked to sanction the introduction of 
a Bill that wouJcl build a railway 16 miles in 
length across a lot of mud flats at a cost of 
£70,000. The line would cost between £4,000 
and £5,000 a mile-an altogether exorbitant 
amount t0 spend on a railway that, so far as he 
could see, was going to benefit Hockhampton 
very iittle, and wns going to no a great deal of 
harm indeed to Gladstone. 

Mr. GRAN'l': No. Explain how. 

Mr. KEJ'\X A: If this railway were built, all 
the trade that passed through Gladstone now 
from the North would be diverted to Port 
Alma. 

Mr. GRAN'r : 2'\ ot at all. It will not take an 
Dnnce away. 

Mr. KENN A : All the assurances of the hon. 
member would not convince him or the people 

[Mr.Mann. 

of Gladstone that that railway would not take 
away that source of trade from what bad been 
comidered the terminal port of the North. He 
was opposed to the introduction of the Bill be­
cause it would do Gl~dstone an irretrievable 
harm. Gladstone would no longer be the 
terminal rort of theN orthern mail service. The 
trains would leave Brisbane and run rir;ht 
through to Port Alma, and put their passengers, 
carr;o, and mails, and whatever else there was 
for North Queensland, down at Port Alrna. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYC: : I should 
think Ghdstone was much more convenient than 
Port Alma. 

Mr. KENNA: The hon. gentleman would not 
convince him of that. Every time he passed 
through Gladstone he marvelled at a port so 
richly endowed by nature. If there was any in­
tention in nature, Gl~dstone was designed by 
nature to be the port for the whole of Central 
Queensland, ju;;t as she designed Bowen to be 
the port of the whole of CHntral Queensland. 
Another way it would harm Glarlstone wa" that, 
by virtue of that boat leaving on Friday and get­
ting to Gladstone on Saturday, there was a 
ste:1.mship service direct with Brisbane-a very 
convenient senice for a port of that description. 
\Vhen this rail way was built, if it ever would be 
built, then Gladstone would lose that shipping. 
They were asked to vote £70.000 to build a rail­
way across a lot of rnnd flats, with a problematical 
benefit to a problematical people, as, after all, 
what public feeling had been engendered in 
Hockhampton in favour of the railway? 

Mr. BmniAN: None at all. 
Mr. KENN A: The public feeling m Rock­

hampton, as far as members could gauge it, 
seemed to be against the railway, except pro­
bably some few people who had a special dr,ign 
to sen~e. The Govflrntnent, Rotne few years ago, 
went to the country lauding their efforts to settle 
people on the land, and stating that the keynote 
of their railway policy was to build railways 
that would open up Crown lands, and settle a 
large number of people; and, when he thought 
how many miles of rail way might be constructed 
to agricnltural centres lying idle at present, and 
lanr;uishing for want of communication, it seemed 
to him nothinl' less than a scanilal that they 
should be :>skecl to supply £70,000 to construct 
a railway across a lot of mud flats. 

The SECRETARY ~·oR RAILWAYS: It will give 
a deepwater port to Central Queensland. 

l\Ir. BowMAN: There is no necessity for it. 

Mr. KENNA: There was no necessity for it 
in the world. \Yhat was the position of Rock­
hampton? Thev had a, river ->n which had been 
•·pent hundreds and thousands of pounds, anrl he 
presumed that if the railway were built to Port 
Alma that river would be allowed to silt up. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: No. 
Mr. KENNA: Was the river going to com­

pete, with its heavy harbour dues, with Port 
Alma? 011 the other side of the nver they had 
a railway constructed to the month of the river 
whieh had cost £100,000. \Vhat was to become 
of that railway? He should like to have some 
estimate prepared which would show the amount 
of money spent in keeping open the Fitzroy 
River and the <1monnt of money spent in main­
tenance and construction of the Broadmount 
line. If anyone read the repo?t of the Com­
miseioner, they would find in the last paragraJ?h 
he was very iukewarm indeed-very uncertam 
as to what the future prospects of the line 
were. He said the country was "not likely to 
lose," bnt he did not say the line would 
pav. He did not say that there was a possi­
bility of it paying, but he adopted a negative 
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attitude of saying that they "were not likely 
to lose." The rail way was not only going to 
do Gladstone an immens13 arnonnt of harrn, bnL 
Rock ham f.Jton also. \Vhat was going to be the 
position of Rockhampton if all the products from 
the \V est and Mount Mt•rgan pa,sed through on 
railway trncks, dumperl down at Port Alrna, and 
sent away O\'ersea' Rockhampton would not 
get one iota of benefit that it got at the present 
time from th"t trttde. \Vhy the Premier, if he 
had the interests of his constituents at heart, 
should advocate a measure of that description 
passed the comprehension of all reasonable and 
intelligent men. There was also the agreement 
between the harbour board and the R·,ilway 
Con1miB.:;ioner as regards the cost and \-.·orking 
exf.Jenoes of the line. It was an unprecedented 
thing for a harbour board, whose duty was pri­
marily and always confined to the levying of 
charges--

Mr. BowMAN : This is entirely outside their 
scope. 

JYir. KENNA : Entirely outside their scope, 
and the Committee were asked to give special 
privileges to the harbour board which they bad 
never asked for, and which it never was believed 
a harbour board had power to do. He intended 
to protest ag-a.inst the agreement at evm-y et age, 
and hi' strongest objection was that the harbour 
board was more or less an irresponsible body, 
and the majority of members of the harbour 
board were against the building of the Po,-t 
Alma Railway. Half a dozen people in Rock­
hampton called themselves the harbour board. 
Those people were elect er! by the payers of dues 
and the ratepayers. Take the )Jayers of dues­
they were nominally the people who go to the 
Customs and pav the charges made by the 
harbour board. \Vho paid those clues? 

Mr. RYLAND : The consumer. 

Mr. KENNA: The consumer, of course. It 
me:1nt that the men out at the Diamantina, 
Tambo, and Blackall-·the consumer all over 
those districts-every time he smoked a pipe of 
tobacco he was paying the h'.rbour dues levied 
by the harbour board. 

Mr. HYI,AND : Indirect taxation. 

Mr. KENNA: Yes, indirect taxation; and 
those people had no choice whatever in the elec­
tion of membero of the harbour board. In other 
words they were to be taxed for the future cost 
of this line without having any voice whatever 
in the taxation levied upon them. It would be 
a good thing before going any further with this 
railway to refer it to a Select Committee ap­
pointed by the House to inquire into all the pros 
and cons of it, as the information at their dis­
posal was not eufficient to justify most members 
in making up there minds what they were going 
to do about it. 

Mr. GRANT: You have had plent.y of infor­
mation about it. 

:'\1r. KE:0<N A: He hoped the hon. gentleman 
would be able to give hiln sufficient information 
about it to enable him to alter his mind. The 
position was just like that of Bowen and Towns­
ville all over again. Gladstone was one of the 
finest natur<tl ports in Queensland, yet only a 
few miles away they were pouring tbous•nds 
and thon~ands of pounds int.o a river endeavour­
ing to keep it open. Only a few miles from 
Gladstone there was a further attempG being 
made to open a port to tap Gladstone, which 
was directly behind it. It would take away 
Glndstone's trade and would make that place one 
in which the grass would be seen growing in the 
streets pretty soon. It was tbe same with Bowen 
and TownBville. A lot of money was spent on 
Townsville, and it was connected with the 

Northern Railway, and that left Bowen simply 
useless. Buwen ·wa~< one of the fine~t ports on the 
coast, aud yet it wa.s overlooked. He hoped the 
finance; of the State would nnt be waeted any 
further in the way it was pro[JOsed now by con­
structing- this railway. He entered his protest 
against it, and he hoped his protest would be 
sustained by every lover of fair play. The­
policy which had characterised the Government 
for the last three or four years was to jamb as 
n1any railways as IJOSsible into their own elec· 
torates. Thev fed their own electorates with 
railways, and· afterwards threw the crumbs to 
others. He !mew he was out of order in refer­
ring to the railway policy of the Government on 
thi~ question. 

Mr. GnAXT : That is an impertinence to the 
Chairman, anyhow. 

Mr. KENJ'\A: It was the Chairman's duty to 
know that. He knew that he need only assure 
the Chairman that nu impertinence was intended 
for him to believe him, and it was only a biassed 
and prejudiced mind which saw evil where evil 
did not exist. 

::\1r. PAYNE (N!itchdl): The junior member 
for Rockhampton in his speech tried to make 
out that a large public meeting bad been 
held in Barcaldine in favour of this line. It was 
public property in the ChamLer that two mem­
bers of another Chamber, the Hon. \V. H, 
Campbell and the Hon. A. H. Parnell, went up. 
to Barcaldine for the purpose of getting up a· bit 
of a meeting. 

:VIr. GRANT : Have they not both got businesses­
there? 

Mr. PAYNE: Anyone who knew anything 
about Central Queensland would know that 
Messrs. Camp bell and Parnell were old residents. 
of Barcaldine, and they would have only to go to 
that place and be there for ten minutes when 
they would be able to get up a great public 
meetin~ of ten or twenty people to approve of 
this particular rail way. So far as the meeting .in 
Barcaldine was concerned, the Chamber need non 
be guided by it on<> way or tlw other. The junior 
member for Rockhampton made theflim"y state­
ment that the \Vestern woolgrowers were in 
favour of this line. If the woolgrowers of the 
Central \Vest were in favour of the line, would 
they not let their representative kno\YOf it? The 
junior member for Hockhampton ohould bring 
facts into the Chamber and not be satisfied with 
making bald statements. He had not lJ0ard one 
word from the :\litchell electors about this line. 
He had opposed the line when it was first intro­
duced, and he would oppose it again, because he 
felt it was going to do Central Queensland an 
injury. There was only one industry in Central 
Queensland, and if the wool were sent over that 
line and there was a shortage in the interest, then 
the woolgrowers would be called upon to pay it. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie) thought that when 
the Port Alma Railway wa< dropped from the 
paper last session that it had disappeared »!to­
gether, and he was surprised to see it appear 
again. The juni•Jr member for :Rnckhampton 
assumed that members of the Opposition were 
going to support this line last ses,ion, and they 
should therefore support it now. How did he 
know they were going- to vote for it last session? 
There was no vote taken and no speeches made. 
l\Iembers now sitting on the Government side of 
the House were opposed to the line last session, 
and yet they were going to support it this 
session. At any rate, their votes last night 
showed they were g-oing to support it. The 
senior member for Townsville was against the 
line last session, and he was going to support it. 
this session. 

~fr. Ryland.1 
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Hon. R. PHILP : How do you know I will 
support it this session? (Laughter.) 

Mr. RYLAND: He was strongly suspicious 
that the hon. gentleman would do so. The 
JYlinister bad given no explanation when moving 
the introduction of the Bill. He had made some 
little reference to the wharf at Port Alma, aud 
he (Mr. Ryland) gathered that it was intended 
to hand over that wharf, which had cost the 
State £28,000, to the Hockhampton Harbour 
Board. vV as it to be a. gift to the harbour board 
from the Government? 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS; \Vhy do we 
continue to make you presents of grants for deep 
sinking at Gym pie? 

Mr. RYLAND: That was the policy of the 
Government. 

The SECRETARY JWR RAILWAYS: Well, this is 
the policy of the Government. 

Mr. RYLAND : That was the policy of the 
late Government; but the old continuous Ministry 
had never done anything for Gympie, or the 
mining industry, and he did not suppose that 
the present coalition would do anything 8itbRr. 
He objected very strongly to handing over 
a public utility, such as a wharf, to the 
harbanr board. vVas that wharf to be handed 
uver to the harbour board practically for 
the benefit of a sma'l section of the Rock­
hampton people? Rf ading the report of a recent 
meeting he found that the inhabitants of Rock­
hampton were entirely against this railway. 
There had been great enthusiasm at. that meet­
ing, and tlw leading men of the plac'l were 
unanimous in passing a resolution condemning 
the railway. It was true that a mysterious 
document had been read in that Chamber, 
dated 9th December, which seemed to have come 
through sowe unknown agency-something like 
certain objects which had been recently mate­
rialiserl, and which had been introduced into 
Australia without paying Customs duty. It 
SE:emed to have em.1nated from a place called 
Gracemere, and was signed by " Mr. Archer. 
Now, who wae this Mr. Archer? On looking 
over the plans, he found that all the private land 
along the route of the railway belonged to people 
named Archer; and it was therefore no wonder 
that this gentleman was in favour of the rail­
way. The :\.Iinister had explained that there 
was to be no benefited area proclaimed, so that 
the owners of that land were going to reap the 
benefit accruing from the construction of the 
line. The State was not being considered in the 
matter. Outside Sydney Harbour, there was not 
a finer port on the Australian coast th,,n Glad­
stone, which was the natural port of the whole 
of the Central district. Up-to-date concrete 
wharves had been built there, and good accom­
mod"tion provided; but it was now proposerl that 
all the great \Vestern wool trade, and all the 
trade which would come along in the future was 
to be side-tracked away from this natural port 
and taken down to the mud flats of Port Alma. 
There seemed to be something behind all this. 
U pan the face of it-he regretted having to say 
it on the floor of the Chamber-there appeared 
to be a big political job. The railway was meet­
ing with strong opposition in the country at 
the present time, and the more that wa> 
known abont the proposal the stronger would 
the opposition become. He intended to give 
a little time to looking into the matter between 
now and the second reading of the Bill, and he 
hoped to be able then to give more facts in 
connection with the line. 

Mr. HARDACRE (Leichha,·dt) rose to pro­
test against the introduction of this railway, 
and on the second-reading stage he should make 
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his protest at considerable length, and give his 
rea,ons. None of his constituents 

[4 p.m.] had in any way solicited his support 
in favour of the proposed railway. 

It could not possibly assist people in that part of 
the Central West, because thPy would have to 
pay a higher freight on goods sent to Port Alma 
than they would to Broadmonnt. Nearly all the 
cattle-owners of the Central di&trict were unani­
mously opposed to the construction of the line­
particularly on the guarantee principle. The 
Rockhampton Harbour Board [Jroposed under 
this agreement to guarantee the construction of 
a railway which was going to compete with the 
Fitzroy River, from which the board obtained its 
revenue. It was their duty to develop and 
deepen the river, and increase the revenue 
derived therefrom. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS; And provide 
shipping facilities generally. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: If the railway was pro­
fitable, the hoard would lose revenue from the 
river, and if the railway was unremunerative 
the loss would have to come out of the river 
receipts, and it would be rmssed on to the cattle­
owners and woolgrowers of the C!Cntral district. 
It was generally considered that this was a 
battle of rival interests. It was thought certain 
interests would be injured if the Broadmount 
Harbour was opened and made a deepwater 
port. He thought that nine-tenths of the people 
of Rockhampton and Central diRtricts looked on 
it as one of the most smellful transact.ions e;·er 
put before the House. 'l'hey talked a bont the 
"graft'' that was golng on in America, but he 
did not think there was anything to exceed the 
" graft" behind this prnposal. The Rockhamp­
ton ratepayers did nut want it, and not one of 
the local bodies represented on the harbour 
buard had voted for it. The only members of 
the board in favour of it were those put in by a 
few private interests. 

The SECRETAHY l<'OR RAILWAYS; And who 
provide the revenue. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: They did not provide the 
revenue. They merely paid in the first instance, 
and added it on the price of the goods. 

The SEcmc1'ARY FOR PUBLIC \VoRKS : Do you 
contend that the cost of handling cargo will De 
incre:1sed, and the facilities for passengers de­
creased? 

Mr. HARD ACRE: Undoubtedly. 
The SECRETARY FOR HAIL WAYS; Oh! Don't 

argue with him. 

J\.:Ir. HARD ACRE: The cost would be greater, 
because it would be a greater length of line. 
There were no more advantages at Port Alma 
than at Broadmonnt, and for much less money 
they could have made Broadmonnt into as good 
a harbour as there was in Queensland. J\ilr. 
Cullen had stated that for £30,000 it uould be 
made as good as the Brisbane Hiver. In a 
speech the Premier delivered at Rockhampton, 
he had promised to support the Port Alma line, 
but when he came back to Brisbane and got the 
officer's report, he was simply paralysed with 
astonishment. (Laughter.) He wrote hurriedly 
back, telling them that he bad changed his 
opinion, so that they would avoid making a mis­
take in policy. He told them that Mr. Cullen 
stated that, if the harbour at Broadmount was 
marle deerer by the expenditure of £30,000, there 
would be no delay to oversea vessels nor to 
coasting vessels. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR RAILWAYS; That is im­
possible if they draw 23 feet. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: They did not then. There 
might be a few vessels now which drew 2q feet. 
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.l\fr. Cullen pointed out that at no time, under 
the· most unfavourable conditions, even just 
befot e low tide, would the largest vessel have to 
wait more than five hours. 

I\Ir. C.H!PBELL : \Vhy not have a committee of 
the Hon<e appointed to inquire into the merits 
of the propo<al? 

Mr. HARD ACRE: He would be very glad 
to support something of that kind There was 
so much agitation and conflict of intRrests on 
one side or the other, and so much ignorance was 
shown by so many hon. membero who voted, 
that they ought to have a committee in order to 
find out something of the true state of affairs. 
At this formal stage he once more entered his 
protest against even passing this formal stage of 
the proposal. 

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg) : It had been re­
marked that the members on this side of the 
House were opposing this proposal frmn mere 
personal aniuus towards the Premier, but he had 
always had a very open mind on the matter, and 
it could not be said for one moment that he 
opposed the proposal because he had any spite 
against the Premier. He had read very care­
fully the reports presented to the House by the 
two sections of the people in the Rockhampton 
district, one of which was antagonistic to this 
proposal and the other of which was in favour of 
it, ana it seemed to him that a question like this, 
on which there was such a tremendous divergence 
Df opinion, should not be settled by the people 
Df Rockhampton, but rather by those who were 
more largely interested in it. Having regard to 
the great clifference of opinion which existed on 
the subject, if the motion went to a division, he 
should vote against the introduction of the Bill. 
He thnught the motion should be withdrawn, 
and the matter referred to a Select Committee,, 
who should visit the two ports, inquire into the 
matter on the spot, and report the results of 
their investigations to the House. He had studied 
the charts with the view of ascertaining the depth 
of water at the two ports-Broadmount and Port 
Alma. The average depth of water at FortAlmaat 
low water springs was frorn 5 tn Pii fathoms, 
and at Bm,.dmount only about 3~ fathoms, so 
that from that standpoint, there was no doubt 
that Port Alma was the better port of the two. 
(He,.r, hear!) But there were other matters to 
be considered in deciding which should bP- '>Copted 
as the port for the district. According ::o the 
report furnished by the Rockhampton H"rbour 
Board there was next to no trade carried on at 
Broadmount. But a reference to the list of 
vessels which had visited Bruadmount dnring 
the last seven or eight years, did not bear out 
that statement. For instance, during· the vresent 
year several of the largest ve>.sels which trade 
along our coast, not only intercolonial "teamers, 
but oversea, vessels like the "Gulf of Venice," 
called at Broadmount for cargo. The "Gulf of 
Venice" had a draught of 24 feet 5 inches, and 
she loaded at that port. The vessels most in­
terested in Broadmount were deep oversea vessels. 

Mr. GRANT: Not entirely. · 

I\Ir. BARBER: He did not say entirely; he 
said it was mostly those ves9els that were in­
terested in the port-cargo boats which picked 
up wool, meat, and stuff of that kind. The 
"Gulf of Venice" entered there on the 16th 
September, and left again the next day. The 
"Ayrshire," another large steamer, shipped 
frozen meat and G,OOObalesof wool. The" Chang­
sha," with a draft of 21 feet 6 inches, entered on 
the 14th October, and left on the 15th. The 
"Taiyuan," with a draft of 21 feet 3 inches 
entered the port on the 13th October, and left 
the same day. He found that one boat even 
landed a circus and managerie at Broadmount in 

one day a month or two ago. Anyone who 
cared to read the long list of vessels which had 
entered the port of Broadmount during the past 
seven ot· eight years, must come to the conclu­
sion that the statement. that there was no trade 
there was unfounded. Hon. members opposite 
harl stated that the "\Vyreema" drew 23 feet of 
water. In a sense that was correct, but he ven­
tured to say that t}e "vVyreen,a" was not loaded 
down to that depth in ten cas8s out of a bun dred. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl:BLIC WORKS : Yes, 
when she is going North. 

Mr. BARBER: No. She was not loaded down 
to her full draft in ten cases out of a hundred. 
It was very rarely that pasBenger steamers were 
loaded down to their full draft. For instance, 
the "vVyandra" drew 19 feet--

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I am sorry to 
interrupt the hon. member, but I would point 
out to him that a speech of the character he is 
delivering will be more in order w~.en the Bill 
reaches another stage. The hon. member will 
not be in order in continuing the discussion on 
those lines. 

Mr. BARBER: He did not expect to be 
present to-morrow, and therefore he wished to 
speak on the question this afternoon. If the 
motion went to a division he would vote against 
it. He thought the correct course would be for 
the Minister to withdraw the motion, and during 
the recess let a Select Committee get to know at 
first hand the merits of the two ports. His 
opinion was that Port Alma was the be·,t port, 
but there were many other facts to take into 
consideration, one of which was whether there 
was anv need for the line. There were many 
other districts languishing for rail ways, and he 
did not see why nll the money should be 
dumped into the electorates represented by the 
Premier and the Home Secretary. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN reported 
that the Committee had come to a resolution, 
and the resolution was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
RAILWAYS, the Bill wa" read a first time, and 
the second reading made an Order of the Day 
for to-n1orrow. 

SUPPLY. 

RESD;ll'TION OF COMMITTEE. 
FINMWIAL STATEMENT-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

(Mr. TV. J. R. J1faugban in the chni1·.) 

Question again stated-That there be granted 
to His Majesty, for the service of the year 
1908-9, the sum of £300 to defray the salary 
of the aide-de·e>Lm p of His Excellency the 
Governor. 

Mr. MULCAHY (Gympie): In speaking on 
the Financial Statement I do not intend to take 
up very much time. Under the head of "Mining" 
there is this paragraph in the Statement-

Owing to tbe fall in the prices of industrial n1etals, 
the results of last year's operations are not so large as 
WHS anticipated, bnt in spite of the low prices the value 
or the mineral production rea('hed the satisfactory 
figure of £4,132,lf3. Recent developments on our lead­
ing goldfields, coupled with the fact that for the 
month ot October the output of gold shows an in­
crease of 1,932 oz., valued at £8.:W7, over thP. cm·re­
sponding month of 1987. may be accepted as an assur­
ance of a substantial increase during the present year. 

I just want to mention that there is a good deal 
of comment as to the amount of money spent on 
mining, and it is said that the industry should 

Mr. Mulcahy.] 
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not receive anything in the way of grants or 
assistance froru the Government. l hardly 
think that those who say that can have given 
the question much consideration. No Govern­
ment having the interest• of the :State at heart 
would belittle this great industry. 'When one 
comes to consider that one quarter of our popu­
lation is dependent on that industry, I think it 
should recei\e very great cr'n~ideration and as­
sistance at the hands of whatever Government 
may be in power. In the other States-\Vestern 
Australia, Victoria, and 1'\ew South \Vales­
they give a great deal more "'sistan0e m the 
way of grants and money to construct roads to 
minim: fielrls t ban we have clone in Queemlancl. 
The Premier, at a deputation the other clay, 
rather threw cold \Vater on our efforts to impre'i;s 

on him the great importance of this 
[·1.30 p.m.] industry. It is not my intention 

to-clay io quote fignres to show the 
relative importance of the different sums that 
have been granted in the other States, and make a 
comparison with the sums granted in Queens­
land, as I did that some time ago in introducing 
a deputation, but the point I wttnt b make is 
this: \Vhile the other States of Australia have 
given ver'' largely in the way of grants for pros­
pecting and deep sinking, Queensland has always 
been eheeseparing in this direction. Last year 
we waited on the present Premier, and we were 
led to believe, although he did not say so in so 
many words-we went away with the impres­
sion ;-and let me say, not only did the members of 
that deputation go >tway with the impression that 
£50,000 was to be placed on the Estimates to 
assist the mining industry, but, further, that 
impression was left on the minds of the then 
Secretary fr,r 1\fines and the late Treasmer, and, 
further, that impression was also left on the 
minds of the Under Secretary for Mines and his 
officers; and not only them alone, but the news­
papers in the different goldfields of the State 
felt sure that £fi0,000 was going to be put down 
on the Estimates to a>sist the mining industry. 
\Ve have the eviilence of the lateTreas!lrer that he 
maile up h1s Estirrmtes so as to put £50,000 dt>wn 
for mining. Then WA have the edclence of the 
late Necretary for :\lines, who took the same 
view of it ; and let me say I have no doubt that 
it was the intention-not only the intention, 
but those tw<> hon. gentlemen I have named 
knew, as a matter of fact-that that amount was 
going to he spent on the mining industry, ~tnd 
they made up their :Estimate; accordingly. I 
got a return to-day-I do not want to quote the 
figures, hut I just want to say this: as the appli­
cations came in from some goldfields in different 
parLs of the Atate, they were dealt with, and 
a sum of money given to them; but the two 
largest goldfields of the State-Charters Towers 
and Gympie-although the Government has had 
geologists there making reports as to whether it 
would be advisable to sub,;idise certain mines for 
deep sinking, and some of their reports are in, 
but I do not know th"t they have been dealt 
with. As a matter of fact, there has not been a 
single claim th•>t I can find-and I have been up 
to the Mines Department-there has not been a 
single claim dealt with from those two fields. 
There have been very large sums given to other 
fields, but notwithstanding the fact that the 
Government sent their principal g-eu]ogist to 
Gym pie, :lnd the next man to Charters 'rowef8-
though they have had these men making 
examinations into these matters for month" and 
months, yet when their reports come in and 
have to be dealt with, what do we find? I 
was speaking to the Secretary for Mines the 
other night on the subject. We find that all the 
money that will be available for deep sinking on 
the,m two goldfields is about £2,000. The whole 
of the balance has been absorbed. I find, since 

[Mr. Mulcahy. 

I had that interview, that the hon. member for 
Kennedy, ~Ir. ,Jackson, has sucaeeded in getting 
his application dealt with in a favourable way. 
He managed to work the oracle. Applications 
for grants for this particular work should be 
df'tlt with fairly. I do not think it is a fair 
thing, shnply becau~e some mining constituents 
return Labour members, that the Treasurer or 
the Premier should come along and say, " I will 
give the money to other places; I shall not give it 
to the two principal goldfields in the State." 

The TREASGRER: The Treasurer has nothing 
to do with the applications for money. The 
Mines Department deals with them. 

Mr. 2\IULCAHY: I qnite agree that the 
prest::nt Treasurer has nothing to do with the 
money, or the Secretary for :Mines-it is entirely 
a matter that has been dealt with by the Pre­
mier. 

The TREASUllER : The Treasurer in any case 
has nothing to do with it. 

Mr. MULUAHY: The Treamrer holds the 
purse strings, although the Secretar~· for .:\fines 
has to make the application. I know the hon. 
member for Kennedy got his apt,lication granted 
while the two principal goldfields in the State 
have" not had a l"nny for deep sinking thi' year. 
1Ioney was pron1ised two years ago for the Great 
Northern, and there wa"s some of it epent this 
year. That io a small matter of £100 or so. 
Another amount has been spent this year in the 
3 North Smithfield, but that money was granted 
before. \Vhat I want to point out is thie: The 
other day when the Premier was spc·aking he 
said that the Under Secretary for Mines-\ will 
quote the paragraph. Referring to the amount 
put down for mining, the Premier goes on to 
say-

1-Ye found, for instance, that there wa.s one item in 
the mining receipts whieh hon. members will find gi.ven 
here at, £5,000, but which in the Bstimate~ that we,re 
therr, when the present 'rreasurer took llP his dutie& 
was down at £10,1 on. On going· over the l~s.timates to 
revise them, we found what f,!eemed to be an excessive 
amount, and we cut it down by one-half. 

I have no doubt the Treasurer cut down this 
item. He said, "after conferring with the 
Under Secretm'j' for l\Iines be did that." I said 
at the time it '"-'as a, very poor thi11g' to do, and 
he said the Under Secretary for l\Iines ~uggested 
to cut down his own Esthnates. The Trm~surer 
made use of those words after consulting with 
the Under Secretary. 

The TnEASURER: There wa' no justification 
for the incrensed amount this year. 

.:\Ir. MULCAHY: As a matter of fact the 
Under :Secret"ry, the late Secretary for Xl:ine,, 
and the late Treasurer, worked out their 
Estimate·,, providing £50,000 to be spent on 
mining. 'Ihey were qnite satisfied that there 
was going to be £50,000 spent, and so there was 
to l1e. \Ve were going to have that 1noney ~pent 
all right, only the Prime ::'IIinister came baclt and 
be altered all that, ttnrl inRte<tcl of having £50,000 
to spend he cut out £20,000. 

Mr. MANN: And now he is altering the 
Executive Building and tearing up the floor. 

i\fr. MULCAHY: I notice that he has got 
£53,000 down for bringing i1nrnigrant.s here. I 
have not the slighte;t oi:Jjection to bringing 
people here if there is work for them to clo when 
they come here. But what do we find? \Ve 
find this is a mo,tter of fact- I know it, and I 
challenge the Minister for Mines or the Prime 
Minister to deny it: There are quite 1,000 
miners out of work to-day on the different gold­
fields of the State. It would be a good thing 
instead of having that amount down for immigra­
tion if we spent more rnoney to asRist mining. 
At least I think so. It is no use bringing men 
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here whilst we have a lot of idle men here at pre­
sent. Notwithstanding the fact thab there is no 
proviaion made to give effect to any f.wonrable 
rep:>rt" th.<t "'nue in from the principal geolo­
gists~"" I am sure th~y will come in--I hope 
that the Gu,·u·nment will see their way to see 
that the t, o priucipal goldfields of the State will 
get son1e mouey to assist thern in deep sinking. 
I s"y that the amount ha3 been deliberately cut 
out to peualise them because they are not -np­
porting the Prime Minister at the present time. 
\Vhen the late Premier, the hon. member for 
Townsville, was in orfice, I will say this to his 
credit, that although we had many differences 
with him, and returned members opposed to his 
policy, yet it never made the slightest difference 
to ];lis admini,trationof that department. (Hr:.r 
hear!) 

Mr. AIREY: That is so. He was fair. 

Mr. MULCAIIY: Th.at was especially the 
cnsA in the anwunts of tnoney to be spent, anrl 
he, always saw that the goldfields got a fair deal. 
No man could find fa11lt with him for that. I 
watched that hon. gentleman very closely when 
he was Treasurer, and when he was :Minister for 
Mines, and I found that he gave us a fair deal. 
l'<ow we have a gentleman in power who is run­
ning the thing on the American system, and we 
get nothing. It doeo not matter how good a 
c11se you make out, if you are out you will "get 
nothing and be gives it to his friends. \Ve have 
thG hon. member for Ra,·enswood as an illustra­
tion of that fact. That is a badsvstem. If that 
system is going to obtain in the State what will 
it come to? It will mean that questionE of this 
kind will not be dealt with on their merits 
at all. It will be simply a matteT of votes, 
and if A gets in we will give nothing to B. I 
want to go back to the system which was 
carried out by the late leader of the House, the 
Hon. Robert Philp. In the matteT of assistance 
to mines and mining, in the matter of subsidies 
to fields and deep sinking, that hon. gentleman 
did the fair thing. I :do not want the system 
that is introduced now. But it is quite in 
keeping with most of the work whiCh the 
present Prime Minister is doing. The hon. 
member for Kennedy asked for a return the 
other day, and he got some information to-day 
showing the total sum of money spent on the 
different goldfields, and what do we find? \V e 
find that since they started subsidising deep 
sinking that Gympie has had about £15,000. 
\Veil, G1 mpie has maintained a very big popula­
tion for forty yea.rs, and it has prod need gold to 
the value of~! goo these figures from the Under 
Secretary to-day~something short of £11,000,000. 
To the end of this year it will amount to some­
thing like £10,800,000. Up to last year it was 
over £10,600,000. If you have spent £15,000 in 
the way of Government assistance on a place 
which has produced £11,000,000 worth of gold 
and has kept a big population for a number of 
years, I ask this House in all seriousness, Is it 
money badly spent? Is it too much? .1\len get 
fairly good wage" on goldfields, and in and around 
that district there is a big settlement taking 
place, and it is owing to the surplus population 
going out on the land. The Prime Minister 
proposeil to spend £53,000 on immigration. If 
the people want to come here they are welcome. 
But he proposes spending £5::1,000 to bring them 
here, and all the time Gym pie has been a gold­
field, or at any rate since it started to receive 
subS'idies twenty-two years agal all the money 
spent there has been £15,000. 

Hon. Jt B. FORREST: Private enterprise is 
doing most of it. 

Mr. MULCAHY: There are a !.trge number 
of children in that district~fine healthy ones, 
1908~2 L 

too~and it would co"t £1,000,000 to bring that 
number out here, and yet they think it is too 
much to give us £15,000. 

Hon. E. B. }'aRREST : K o. 

1\Ir. MULCAHY: Yes; some members say 
we should not ;et it. 

Hon. E. B. FoRREST: It is prob:C~bly the 
fault of the two members for Gym pie that thev 
did not get more. You went to sleep over it. 

1-Ir. AlREY: You cannot say that. 

Mr. MUI"CAHY: I quite admit that my 
natural modesty, altogether unlike the junior 
member for North Brisbane, may have kept me 
hack. There should he more money spent on 
mining fields. \Ve are told that they only 
received £::17,000 in mining receipts. \Vhat 
about the income tax? \Vbat about the taxa­
tion the miners have to pay through the Cus­
toms? \Vhat about the royalties paid on gold'! 
and what about all other taxation received from 
the miners? \Vhy, goodness gracious ! if you are 
only going to take the mining receipts, which is 
a little thing that went through the mining 
office, that is nothing at all. 

Hon. K B. FoRREST: You wake up here and 
you will get more. 

Mr. MULCAHY: I am not complaining 
ahout the treatment we have received up to this 
yur, but I am complaining~and no doubt the 
hon. member for Charters Towers will make the 
same complaint~that £15,000 has been p11t down 
for deep sinking on goldfields, and as there has 
been £13,500 spent so far, all these goldfields will 
get between them is something less than £2,000. 

Mr. DovGLAS: There is a good time coming in 
the future. 

Mr. MULCAHY : I must say that the hon. 
member for Cook has done remarkably well this 
year. He has got a small population in his 
electorate, and he has got about £1,850 this 
year. 

The TREASVRER: You got it last year. 

Mr. MULCAHY: I am dealing with this 
year. Last year we were behind the hon. 
gentleman, and we had an opportunity of getting 
something like fair treatment. But I do not 
want to work on those lines at all. I want to 
see a fair deal to all parties. (Hear, hear !) 
Surely, if the hon. gentleman i'l representing a 
constituency, and there is a change of Govern­
ment, would he be satistied if his district was 
ignored altogether 

:lllr. AmEY: Let him beware. 
The TREASURER: It is early yet this year. 

Mr. MULCAHY: All we want is to have a 
fair and reasonable deal. The hon. member for 
Cook has done remarkably well this year. It is 
not becauee of the importance of his constituency 
from the mining point of view, but because tbe 
hon. member has the good luck~orreally I think 
the bad luck~to be sitting behind the Govern­
rnent. 

Mr. DouGLAS: \Vhy, we are getting a lut of 
miners from Gym pie now. 

Mr. MULCAHY : I know the circumstances 
under which they are going. A few of us were 
foolish enough~for it has been a fo"lish specnla­
tion~to go in'to a mine in the Cook district. 
Let me tell the hon. member that the only claim 
at the Starcke wbich is showing any promise at 
all is the Gympie mine. I trust that, when this 
matter is gone into again, Gym pie will get a fair 
deal. I am bound to say that we have had some­
thing this year for prospecting purposes outside 
deep-sinking. :My complaint is not on that 
score, but that we have uot had an OfJportunity 
of having our claim for any portion of this money 
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for deep-sinking recognised. "\Ve had a geologis; 
there, but his report was held over. I S>1W a 
paragraph in thP Cow·ia one day this week­
I have no doubt it was inspired- saying 
that it would have to remain c;ver for con­
sidera!ion; but, reading between the line~, 
one c·:tn see that it i., l.Jeinf;' held over to let 
the f.elds represented by hon. members sitting 
behind the Government get the whole of the 
vote before our claims are considered at >tll. The 
Inining industry ii'l a very important one, and the 
Governn1ent are not treating it in anything like 
the way they should treat it. There are 1,000 
miners out nf work in the Shte. \Vbether the 
Government ,~,,ant to rnn those men out of 
Queensbnd or not I rlo not know. There »re a 
lot of loc·tl matters that I should deaLwith, !Jut., 
before doing ~·), I wish to "'clY a \\(}'fd or two 
abo>1t FPderal matter". I hope that m the near 
future our Pre-mier, or ;;;:ome representatiYe, \vill 
go do\\lll to the PrPn1ierR' Conference and rnake 
the be.st possible barg>ein for Qt1eensland. A.s 
far as I nnderst"nd it, the Labour party are not 
bouod to any particular scheme. L'tke tell other 
hon. 1nernbers, they w..1nt to see the very 
best thing done for Qneendand. They want 
to f->1'8 this thin.; gone into fairly ancl pro~ 
perly Ly tbr.:· best n1ind-; '' e lLH·e in .An.-::­
tra'ia. It-],., d, ,-ery impor~a.nt matter. \\~e bad_ 
the Premier t .. lling us the other ni~·ht dmt he 
has not fnrmuln.ted any s.chen1e-; aud thH bon. 
n1arnb9r for Brisbane South sug~e,sbd that a dt\Y 
::;honld he set apart for the diseu~-;ioll of t'te 
lnatter, LO see if sume scheme c.lnnoc. bt?- drrnvn 
up. rrt1e only reply the Prenlia~ n1ade to hon. 
:men1ber~ who n1ade snch a. Rugge.sti<:n was tLnt 
tt1ey ditl nc.t know anything about it. If tbe 
Premier hns a. scherne, then the floor of this 
Hon~e is the proper plrtct' for hiln tu gh-e infor­
nlation ab mt it. lie could then get some infor­
lnation frun1 the hon. men1ber fur 13l'it~.b ~ne 
South and fron1 the leader of our party which 
might help him. Bllt I really thiuk what is 
going to Lappen in thf' lltY.r future is this-the 
Premier will go eo this new p<trty of hi,;-thi 
fightil>g part.y-he ha' changed the, name fnnll 
N atimutl Liberal Union to the "Liberal .Demo­
cratic purt.y''- they ;~ro E:XD.c~ly tLe sarnc l-" vr__~l\.l 
-I hcwe no doubt that he will gu to his new 
party, and tba.t he will get a bl~ "ad~" in tbu 
local pe1pers, and they will f[et up a big anti­
Federal cry and a ery ~tf "State r!.ghts." That is 
the cry on which the hon. gentleman wantstofight 
the next elections-State •·ersi!S Commonwealth. 
No sane man, and no sane lJody of tnen, can 
think we are going to get any good ont of that 
kind of work. It may .suit for political purposes. 
It may decPive a few people, or it n1ay deceive a 
number of people ; but it is not the !Jroper way 
to go about this lmsim·.'· The proper way is to 
get the best minds in the varion'' States to meet 
and rnake the best terrns they can ; and I arn 
quite sure th<.tt is the wi.sh of ~very n1en1ber of 
our party. Of couroe it will l.Je very hard for 
the CornlllOll\'.·eaHh l 0 rimo .i\Iiuister to have to 
go into thiR rnatter. He is a 1nan with a 8plen~ 
did political reputation-absolutely cle~n. He 
has never stoo[Jed to any thing like dishonest 
tactics. It will be very hard indeed for him 
-and I know he will feel it very much, though 
I suppc•se he will get over it-to have to 
1neet in conference n1en of such loose h:,bits 
politically, and so unreliable, as thu present 
Premier of Queensland The hon. gent.lernan 
has accused l'vlr. Fisher of having tried 
to induce our leader to make friends with 
him. i\ir. Fisher never rnarle such a proposal. 
i\ir. Fisher is a man with a clean record, and I 
am proud to see him in the position he occupies 
to-day. I only wish to goodness we could send 
a clean man down to der1l with him, and then we 
would uome to a very fair solution of the diffi-

[ .Ll1 r. M ulcahv. 

culty. There is a local matter that I would now 
like to refer to. I have received a letter from an 
I.O.G.T. lorige in my electorate, expressing 
regret that the Premier has not kept his promise 
to introduce licensing legislation, and they ask 
1ne to bring this under the hon. gentleman's 
notice, and urge on him the importanue of 
keeping Ius promise. I think I can safely reply 
to them that the hun. gentleman who is now 
leading the Govm·nment has never kept his pro­
mise' unless it suited his own book. 

Hon. R D. l•'ORREST : They sent it to you, I 
suppose, because you are a good templar. 

Mr. :\IULCAHY :They sent it to me because 
they know that when a number of my COl!· 
stituents send anything to me in pro[Jer form rt 
will always receive my !Jest attention. I »m 
not going to say anything unkind to the hon. 
member, because I kn0w thah he has a lot of 
sins tu earry in connt,cLion vl'ith a certain Uig 
monopc~ly-the Colonial Sugar Refining- Com­
pany. l believe they are crippling n1en, and 
then sending them back to Italy without com­
lJ(~>nsation. I helieve that a 1nan nan1ed Torio 
has gone buck to that country, cril-JlJled, without 
recerdng 1H1e penny b.r v;ray cf C(•lnpens:ltioll, 

Finn. 1~. B. FoHBr:sT: _Pcor felluw. 
1\lr. ).ll~LC \H\.r: ]t is one of those hP:'lrt.lef.ls 

:Jet,; \vhicl1 y()n expect from~~ COllipany lilu~ that. 
'l'hA bcm. 111· tuber for 1-ierbert pointe.i ont the 

he rtlrf's tt C'a.tn1eu t th 'Y n1eted o:1t 
[:1 p.111.] t1l this pm;r man. l hr':l thought, 

that the l\Iiuistl-'t' for ~linG.; was 
rather inclint-d to be syutpath•-'fic vvir.h the minirg 
indni'Jtry; llllt th8 other day, when \Ye l-nri a. 
deputation ~t which he w;ls vresent) anrl ::tp~ 
putred willing to d_n smnething· to he1p ys) the 
Pr~~mier put up his hand, and all the l\litnster for 
1\Iiw--.; wa-; allowed to rln v.ras to run out and act 
as mF~·-.a~e bov. n.ncl nut sav a wmd to the depu~ 
tati.m a~--all. ·He i.;:; a young :\Iini:~t,r, and quite 
kindly disposed. 

2\Ir. Am;:y: A man who means well. 

J\lr. J\llTLC~\_HY: A man who rmans well, 
and whu h::.s fine fe~·lingt:, :tnd it \V<-·~ an unkind 
thing for the ercmisr to do. 

:\Ir. Bow~L\..N: Tha!·, is chnraf''eri.,tic of hi!n. 

J\Ir. :\HrLCAHY: That i" the way he trettbl 
n1en under him. There is another rnatter I 
would lil<e to refer to briefly, and that is the 
motor cars. \Ye never knuw what they are 
going to cost in the end. 

An HoNOCRABLJ<; iYIEMBJm : IV e shall know 
when they kill four or five people. 

J\Ir. MULCAHY: He has not started to kill 
men 'in this conntry-I suppOi'e that will come 
later on-bnt what I mn concerned with is this: 
I saw a number of men at the Executive Build­
ings, which cost £140,000, and they were under­
mining the fonndatinn.9 to enable the Premier to 
draw the motor car qnite close to the doors to 
enable him to step in and hurry away. There 
is no doubt this thing· is becoming almost a 
public f'candaL In a short. time, in order to 
keep his supporters together, he will WtCnt to 
give them a moto·r car apiecfc. (Laughter.) HA 
is spending thousands of pounds on rnotor carcl) 
but he ha.s no rnoney for the mining industry. 
Then he mu8t have a driver from home, a 
thoroughbred driver, to cmne out here and drive 
these motnr cars. The l\linister for Mines mys 
there is no man in Queensland or Australia 
capable of clrivtn6 them. 'rhere are lots of 
capable young· mfn in this State, and as a 
native of the State he ought to recognise 
that fact. "\Vhy should we go away to the old 
world and import men to work at easy billets of 
this kind? I think that when the Minister for 
Mines comes to consider this thing seriously, he 
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·will quite agree with me that this shonld be 
fil:ed up by sonw young ) ... m;tralian:-s wlw <::~re 
capable of cluing it. Bt!t if yon got an Anstra~ 
lian to drive ir. he \vould t-:"ty "' Ti,at\; l(idstuu, 
I knew him at Rockhampton," and he would not 
touch his hat atJd bow down to him. The Pre­
Illier wants to get n. rnan fr<1m the {Jld country 
who has dune a certain an10llnc of ~nnvellinP!'. He 
wants him to Rtyle him as 8 r \Villi am Kirlstnn 
in the near fnturr, and to stoop dowu and touch 
his hat. (Laughter.) No young Australiqn is 
good enough to d1 ive Sir \Villiam Kids ton. 

Mr. M:!:HPHY: Sho N us how he has got to bow. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. l\IULCA H Y : I am not up to Sir Wil!iRm 
Rirl8ton's idea; I a1n only an ordinary Au~­
tralian. I do 11nt tl)ink then'! is a rnan in thi.s 
Hon:-:;e 1.d1o c.1u\l fn1fil the duties. rrhere is a 
good. story told, and it canJefr,)m Jrehtud. They 
~::.ty that if you uut a. Leg...:ar 011 bt•l'N ~uack be will 
go to--

An HoxocHABL!l :\lE)llJEH: \Vhere to? 
(Laughter.) 

l\Ir. MULCABY: Thai; is the case with our 
prc-ent Prime Minister. He bcts come from the 
rank"'; the people put hirn where he iR to-day, 
ctnd the other clay he got up in tbi, Hunse, and 
talkc: {about cla:-::-;. "Yon are not eh:-;:-; enough 
for Jilt~, you arf' not n1y clu~s. :, However, I 
\VOtdJ ask the House in rtH ~eriou~nes8 to give 
::;on1e consideration to the question of how to 
help on the mining industry of this g·eat State 
of (l:u_-enHlanrl. At the present time the mining 
ind11~try i::; in a very depre . ..:;Bed condition, and I 
wou 1d a~k the GuvernnHmt to reduce the Ynte 
for luanigri:l.tion, and devote the am0nn.t to tho 
nR~i:~tanr~ of that industry. 

.i\Ir. :\IITCHELL (Jiw·u&orough): I may just 
mention that it is quite evident that the "gang 
forward" p ,Jicy of the Govermnent is not at all c 
-corn:ct tenll, particulariy \V hen we ::;ee the Pr~'"S 
indie 1ting that th13 \Vh;Jle of the prograrnrne l:1id 
bef1)rP the Honse at the beg-inning ot the se,s;:;ion 
will nut he brnught fnrward. The refurms that 
were menlione,i will not be introdnced until we 
g-Pt a Government on the Treasury hfmches 
who are de ~irons of carrying then1 out. In 
connection with reform, \Ve have our :puLiic 
works arrangernent~, onr ~ocial reform~, our noli­
tic·d refornu-<, and various ot.her reforms... I 
think it is necessary at this stage tu consider 
the pnssibility of clerising come ~ystem of what 
we might call financial refurm. .T udg-ing from 
what a1Jpears in th:· Burlget or :F'inaneial State­
lneut, finH.neial refnnn iS a tnr)st de:draU1e thiDg, 
and one that should receive the immediate atten­
tion nf this House. La 't Vf,ar the Treasurer of 
thi" State estimated that h~ would haw a surplus 
nf f7,lOJ at the clos'> of the financial year. The 
suruln:.~ actually sh0wn on the year's tran .... actions 
i,s 110 le's than £11'-,300. The peculiar thing 
abunt this matter is that if the Treasurer fore­
CJStc< a ,,nrplus of £7,000, and then shows a 
Rnrplns ,,f over £100,000, he is credited with 
being a gre~Lt financier, and the bitger th12 xnis­
tako the Treasurer mak<es in that way the 
g-reater credit he gets as a financier. \Yhat would 
happen to an accountant in the employ of a 
private firm if be did that l<iud of tbin>r? What 
wonld happen to him if be ualcnlatod that the 
inc'1llle of the firm for a certain term would be a 
certain amount, and it afterwards turned out 
that he was many thousand,; out in his calcula­
tion; or if he calculatGd that the expenditure 
\vould be a certain amount~ and it was afterwards 
found that he had made a mLstake of several 
thousands of pounds? In all probability the 
firm would tell him that he was not capable of 
filling tfre position he occupied. Bnt the Trea­
surer of a 8tate w ha rnakes a greJ.t blnndE'r Gr 

rni.sca1cn1ation in hi~ e~timate f•f re,·ennA and 
expenditure is hailt-d ati a gre<.Lt tinarJci r if that 
blunder h q,pens to be on the right side of the 
ledger. Tne ex-TreAsure'!' poiuLed out the (!ther 
night that when be was in office he asked 
the officer• of the Railway Department for 
an estimate of the prob ,ble re venue from 
that department dnring tlie current year, and 
they· told him that they would get £50,000 
more this year than they got last year. 
'I'hat i.-. thP e.-:;tnnate \Vhinh \Vas tnade 
under [Ln offic::>r who prt:\·iow-dy occtqJiod the 
highest finar)cla,l }'u:-;iLion in 1he S _1te, t.L~t of 
Anditj,r-Genera!, UJ•<l when the (IHiL•ials of the 
0 PlJM t ment were a~l:cJ. to lliake <llll'tbt:r calcula­
tion they agn,in repnrted that the re\'enue wou}c] 
probably be £?i0,01 0 more th:;n la<t ve ;r. The 
Premier r~ft~rward-.: ~t·-'tt"'d in tl"d..- H(l!H~" that he 
had consnltPd ~VIr. Thalli Ill) and tl!'lf, Lilat gent1e­
llli1ll e.~tlmatt-d t bat the n'' enu~ \\-oulrl Ue 
£100,000 n1ure tlwn it W11t-' la::;t ye~1r. .:\Ir. 1Thal­
lon, 1 understand, got the VPpury Cotn1uissioner 
appointed for the express puruo~e of looking 
after the finances CJf the department, and yet we 
{ind th><t in phce of the Uovernlllent takiug l\Ir. 
King's eBtirr at~, they take :~rr. Thallun's. Last 
year thPre vvas exactly £/0,000 of a 1ni.stake in 
the railway estimate. If the Commissioner 
made £70,000 of a miRtnke last year, is he not 
jnst as likely to be £GC,OOO out in hi~ esthu~te 
for the current yPar? The bottmn par3gravh on 
page 1 of the J;'iwuJCLtl Statemenc read3 tbu.,-

Tllis table s.ho\\'S that in three items-viz., min'lug, 
r .• ilwa~-~. and miscelhmeous--the re-. .eipts aggn•gatod 
£9ll,G73 le·-~ than anticipatml, while, on tlle other lumd, 
receipts from the ConJmOll\YAaltlL taxation, and hmr'l, 
cxceecled tlle estimate by £1:31 ,;357--a net cxee% or 
£tiJ,il9:1. 

I wiJh tu direct the attention of hon. members 
to the fact that thA Cornmonwealth rcturra_d to 
the Strrte £53,000 more than w.1s estimated last 
year, and yet the GoYernment are continnalJy 
C•Hllplrtining a hi) ut the "Rob Roy fimuwe '' of 
the Federal Pmliament. They speak c,f the 
]""'ederdl Parliamtmt a.;; if it 'vrre n foreig-n body 
Neeking the destruetion of the State. A leadillg 
paper which supports the present Gouermnent 
has shown that in place of 1he Uomrnonwealtb 
Prulia.rr:.eut baYing 1aken adn1ntage of the 8Lare, 
it has teturned the Dtate a grPRt l1eal rnme than 
it was entitled to return under tbe Bra•ldon 
section. The paragraph which I have quoted 
Hbows that the Governrnent in their estirnate of 
revenue made a mititake of £00,000 in one case, 
the receipts being that much under their 
es~inute, while in the o~her case the receip~s 
were £J0,094 ah'JVe their estimate. Are we not, 
therefore, ju,titied in saying that the estimate 
of revenue for last year was not a very careful 
or ac~urate estimate? Another paragraph of the 
Stacement, which will be found at page 4, reads 
as follow~:--

r.I'hc toVll amonnt of loan monA,Y we nre likely to 
have ayailahle tlli."' rear is .:Cl,(;J2,ijS9-that is, some 
.fAH,OOO more tlum \Ye :tctnally ~pent la..st year. nnt the 
active policy ot railway construetion authorised by the 
House last ~es~·don will ncee~sit'::LtC a Ltrge iucrease in 
our loan txpenditnre this year. As hon. members will 
see fl'om the e~timates of loan f'"penditure laid before 
them, I have C1'1timatwl that, we will recptire loan n1.oney 
to the extent of£! ,;)f.l(),O,Jl this year. 

This is the point to which I wish to draw the 
attention of the Corurnittee--

It will therefore be df o;;irablr, before the close of the 
Sf;sion, to make proYision fvr t!le replcu:-.;lling of our 
loan funtl. 

In connection with the replenishinQ" of our loan 
fund I would like to state what is really meant 
by a loan. A loan is generally supposed by the 
working men of the country, and by a large 
majority of the merchants of the country, to he 
an indication th~t the Government have made 

Mr. Mitchell.] 
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up their minds to bring lar!'e sums of money into 
the country. That is the idea generally conveyed. 
vVhen a loan has to be floated in London there 
is no indication in this country of, or likelihood 
of, boxes of gold having been imported. All 
that is done is this: Say we are going t.> borrow 
.£2,000,000. The bonds are prepared and sub­
mitted to our •gents in London. Perhaps their 
value is £100 each, and they are sold at £97 10s., 
or .£98 10s., or .£99 10s. -it all depends on the 
credit of the State and the state of the money 
market. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: And the rate 
of interest. 

Mr. :JYIITCHELL: And the rate of interest. 
I think there is only one case in the history of 
Queensl~tnd when the bonds brought more than 
the face value, and that wa.s a loan bearing 
interest at 4 per eent. Vvhen the honds are sold 
the banker advises the Government here that 
the loan has been realised or the bonds have 
been sold to that amount. \Ve have to pay 
then about .£80,000 per £1,000,000 for the 
£2,000,000 we have floated ; that is £160,000 
actually gone in the flrst instance. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: ~o. 
The TREASURER: Where do you get your 

figures? 
Mr. MITCHELL : From Coghlan. The 

balance, .£1,840,000, is placed to our credit in 
the bank. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Do we pay 
8 per cent. commission for floating a loan? 

;\fr. MITCHRLL: It costs £80,000 per 
.£1,000,000 to float a loan in London; and it 
has gone as high as £125,000 for the interest and 
flotation and expenses. That is laid down by 
Coghlan. As I was saying, we are advised tbltt 
the loan has been floated. The next step is, we 
are told, it has been placed to onr credit. Now, 
suppose we want to begin the construction of a 
railway, this is the way we operate: The bank 
at home advises our bank here to open an 
account with the Queensland Treasurer. That 
is opened by the Queensland Treasurer, and he 
has, perhaps, to make payments for the first 
month to the extent of £10,000. He draws to 
the extent of the £10,000, and pays the w.tges of 
the workmen employed on the line. These 
wages are again p:1id back to the storekeeper 
and the draper, and others who have been letting 
these men have what they require whilst work­
ing. This goes right back into the·hank again, 
and the result is that, in place of getting 
.£2,000,000 sent here, all that is done is that we 
get the use of about £10,000 or £15,000 to operate 
on to pay the wages of the workmw engaged on 
that particular class of work. That .£10,000 or 
£15,000 did not come from London; it is our own 
money, and was here all the time. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR RAILWAYS: We export 
gold; we do not want to import gold. 

Mr. MITCHELL : That is just the point I 
want to come to. The impression in the country 
is that capital is being introduced, when all that 
we are doing iR using our own money, the money 
lying in the Savings Bank, the money that is 
passing round from the workman to the merchant 
and going back to the banks again. The very 
same sovereigns that were paid out the first 
month may be paid out again ; and the result is 
that all the time the people of the State have 
been deceived. I use the word advisedly ; I 
mean they are under the delusion that the 
money has actually come out from the old 
country-that boxes of gold from time to time 
have come out in ships and that capital has thus 
been introduced into Queensland. 

[M 1'. M itchell. 

The TREASURER: Do you me~tn to say we do 
not get the use of the money? 

Mr. }!ITCHELL : I mean to say we do not 
require the use of the money. All we do is to 
use £10,000 or .£15,000 of the money raised and 
placed to our credit . 

Mr. HARDACTIE : It is a popular superstition. 

Mr. MITCHELL: .Tust a popular super­
etition. But I will tell you what has to be done. 
vVe have to pay the interest on the £2,000,000. 
And we have been borrowing money in this 
fashion since Queensland became a separate 
colony. vVe have been borrowing to such an 
extent that we are now in debt to the amount of 
£42,000,000; and we have paid more than 
£42,000,000 in interest. 8till we owe that 
amount. During the past ten years we paid 
over .£15,000,000 in interest. I am not con­
demning the present G<,vernment for that ; I am 
not condemning any Government ; all I want 
the Committee to do is to consider the advisable­
ness of trying to determine on some course of 
financial reform that will enable us to do away 
with the idea that we are getting money imported 
into the country-that we are getting gold 
brought out in boxes. While we think we are 
doing that, we are simply circulating our own 
money, and there is not a single new sovereign 
comes from England to increase our capital. 

The TREASURER: Have you only just found 
out that? 

Hon. R. PHILP : What about our exports? 
Mr. MITUHELL: Our exports have b,,en 

very largely in excess of our imports. 
Hon. R. PHILP: They belong to the individual, 

not to the Government. 

Mr. MITCHELL: It is simply a piece of 
bookkeeping-that money is placed in the bank 
in London, and we are supposed to get the use 
of it. · 

The TREASURER: What money 1 

Mr. MITCHELL: The£2,000,000thatwebor­
row-that we are supposed to get the use of in circu­
lation. We would still have money in the bank, 

not for any special benefit we get 
[5.30 p.m.] from it, but only for the privilege 

of paying interest on it. All that is 
done in connection with the matter is that a 
eablegram is sent from the old country from the 
agent in London that the money has been ob­
tained. We do not require any more of that 
money. We do not want to borrow it. We 
want to adopt some system whereby we will be 
enabled to use that money without giving the 
impression to the public that you have actually 
got the money when we would only have the 
right to use our own money. 

The TREASURER: Y on say we get only £100,000 
for the .£2,000,000. 

Mr. MITCHELL : I do not blame the Trea­
surer for that particular matter-but we only 
imagine we get that £100,000. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS; We do not 
imagine we have £25,000,000 worth of railways. 

Mr. MITCHELL : It is time some system 
were adopted whereby we made our paper money 
acceptable to the public, the same as we did 
when the Queensland National Bank was in 
difficulties. What did the Government of that 
day do 1 They did not send £4,000,000 or 
£5,000,000 worth of gold to tbe Queensland 
National Bank at tl1at time-they did not 
even take the gold out of the bank that the 
Queensland National Bank was owing to us. 
All they did to re-establish the credit of the 
Queensland National Bank at that particular 
time, was to print across the face of the notes 
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that they were Treasury notes, which actually 
made the Government responsible for thooe notes. 
That is all we want to do. I atn I.ot 6(Jiug to 
atteu1pt to lay do\\ n a ~.r~tem as to huw .. ve 1uay 
accurnJ•li,h it, but I think it is really worthy of 
the :--er] on 'I con:;;;id<Tation of this Parlian1ent, to 
~by and find ~ome system of mu.naging the afLtirs 

of the ::ltate hy tiuarwi~l reform that will enah!e 
tbetu tu do without having to pay thi~ large surr1 
in interest that we pay every year. 

The TRK\SURE!t: You advucate a poper cur­
rency. 

~lr. l\!ITCHELL: Ye.; I wonl<l advoc.ltG a 
·paper currency I happened to turn up the 
Tr•lc'!m]Jh to-day, and I find that Ro,Hevelt, the 
late Pre,ident of the Amcncan Republic, haH 
taken up the question of a paper currency, and 
other countries of the world are beg-inniog to see 
the advantage that would accrue by adopting a 
paper currencr. ..:\ fter tbM T~..,ranco.Prn~hian 
\\'ar France harl a nry brge indemnity to pay, 
and they simply i<sned a paper currency, anrl 
they redeemed the debt in a very short time. 
The adoption of a paper currency would be of 
great advantaf(e to this country, and Ll any 
other country. In connection wiLh Federal 
matters, tbe revenue question is one that baR 
been considerably debated in this Houee, >tnd I 
am sorry t,J see the "pirit that haR been mani­
fe~ted in connecthn with it-a spirit of antaglln­
ism--as if the F, deral Parliament was desirous 
of destroying tbe power of the S·atr:--not thi;-; 
State alone, hn~ ~dl thP- 0ta-ce~. \VLen we 
examine Sir~ \\.,..illhnl Lyne'~ ~eh erne, or Sir 
George Turner';:;, or .l\lr. Harper's-any of theRP. 
-the!· are only tentative schemes-they do not 
say that is the ~chenw we are laying clown, and 
when the Bredrlon clause expires you must 
ar'cept it. Conferences have met over and 
over "gain, and they have tried by some 
'l1188W~ or o.nother to work out a schelnG tha~ 
\vonld he acce[Jtable to the State::,, and aLso 
accPvtallle to the C(Jnnnon\vfalth, and they an~ 
williuq to Ctifl..;ider ::~uy :-c\1emr:. tln1t 1n;g-ltt be 
int1odnced l1y any Prender or TreasurtT front 
any of tbt: Statt"'S. Tbe other 11jght, when the 
J?re1uier was di~'>::nssing this 1n<1tter, be referred 
particularly to the scheme mentionPd bv the 
} ... edera1 Labonr party at their late conYe~1tion, 
and in connection with that he tried to :-;ho'v that 
we would be wry c,>nsirlerable losers if we 
adopted the scheme that w>ts laid down. 

The Tmc,,WRER : I think he did show it. 

Mr. :\IITCHELL: No; he did nor. If you 
obs;-.rve, he ~Hlluittt ·J, after going into the nmtter, 
that he hac! m"de a mistake. At th~t par­
ticular tiuw I rnade an interjectionj ancl the 
nutn in the gallery who was taking nole" at 
tbe time for the Conrio· spoke about me as 
having n1ade a ~l·eeclJ. There were a g(JOd n1any 
interjections being paesed aCl'O'·.< the Chamber at 
tlmt time, ancl we had, ac; usual. the Home 
Rt>cl'etary getting U[J in his place and telling the 
Chairman that I wcu;; out of order. I waiJt to 
poin•~ unt this: That I do not know that there is 
1,ny memljel' in the Hoa~e whn has 1nade a point 

of ,.va,tchiu~ not tu be out of order n1orr c;uefullv 
than I h;,,·e done; :tntl when t made tlmt inte;:. 
j_eclio~u, l made it on t.he 1uling of (1ur Jlrt·"St-mt 
SpPakPr. Severn.l t.inl• s this ses.-.iml, wbPn hem. 
llleilllJer~ have been called tn order fnr nlakinf:f 
interjPctirm~, the ruling ha:" been this: That when 
the men, l1 _ r who i.s adJres::;itJg the IIuuse duet3 not 
objt et to the in tPrjections being nladt'', th~n it 
is not the duty of the members of the H<>m3 
Dr the Speaker tn interf~re in the rnatter. 
:.rhe Pre~rner, when I \Va.:; interjecting, listened 
very carPft11ly bl what 1 \Vas su.ying, becu1s~J the 
interjeetion I m cde was boa.ring directly on the 
subject. Yet the Home Secretary gets nn in 
his ['lace and s>tys that I was ont of order: If 

the Hmne ::lecretary would give a little more 
attention to other matter~, in place of_ trying to 
show his knowledge of the Standing OrOcrs and 
putting thb House 1·igbt so often as he does, it 
would be very much more profitable for him. 
There is one thing that I am pleased with in 
connection with this matter, >tnd that is that the 
Premier has thrown a:-;ide hi3 claymore and 
battle-axe. He ~aid sorn8 time :-tgo, accnrdiug 
to the paper", that bo waf going to fight the 
:Federal Labour party on the question of this 
surplus re;-enue to be returned to the States. 

Mr. MAX\\'ELL: He cl id not s .<y anything of 
tlB sort. 

J\Ir. :VIITCHELL : He says that the papera 
did not report him C<>rrectly, and we are prepared 
to take his worcl. 

l\lr. HARDACRE: Ko; he said that he took no 
notice of newspaper rep.1rts, bnt he did not deny 
that it was cornc~ .. 

Mr. MITOHELL: That places him in even a 
worse position than I thought he wa·., If he 
does not deny the correctness of what the papera 
said, and if the paper" reported him corrrectly, 
then I am pleased now to see that he has thrown 
aside his armour, that he has w.'"hecl off his war 
paint, that be is willing to >tpproach this question 
in somethicg like a reasonable att.it<Hk, ~nd that 
he is prepared to consider this question, nut 
in a spirit of antagonism, but pnwjc:.J.ll.y in a 
spirit of n-'lationship- wLich i:-; a c o:-:'"' rela­
tiuuship IJetween t!w Sc.ttu and the llecleral 
Parliament. 

The TREASGRER: I thought he always ,bowed 
that at any of the conferences which he attended. 

Mr. l\IITCHELL: I am not speaking of the 
conferences lw attended, I an1 speaking about the 
statements he made immediately be landed in 
Australia. 

l\Ir. RYLA;>JJ: In Adebide. 

l\lr. :VllTCHELL: It is reported in the 
papers that when b., landed in Adelaide he 
declared that he wa" going tu ti"ht the Federal 
Labour party on this IJJatte>'. Uw of my objec­
tions the othel· night was that he \V s not going 
to fight the scheme but the party. I have one 
or two figures here which I have \vorked nut in 
connection with this matter. In 1901 the 
amonnt returned hy the Federal Parliament to 
the States was £3,iiH0,702. 

Mr. RYLA;>ll: They are only for the half-year. 

The TnEASU1H:lt: Those "re the fiRures for the 
half-year end eel on the 30ch ,Tune, 1!101. 

Mr. MITCHELL: The f,,lluwing fignrts will 
show the amounts returnable to the ::ltates in the 
ye8rs named :-

£ 
Half-year ending 31si June, IDOl 3,5fW,70:Z 
HHll<~ 7.36-.1<.2:10 
] ~1(}~-3 8.2'14JiU:1 
HlU3-:l! 7.378. 17U 
Hl0!-5 7,14~.70H 
1~05-o 7,:Jtu,:Jt<3 
HI00-7 7,81~,574 
1807-~ 8,8.38,5% 
HWS G 8,063,tin'2 

1'\ow, if we take the whule of ihe,e eight and a­
half year~, and di,·icle LlPm by eight and a-haif, 
and then de<luct the £1,000,000, which the 
:B'e<leral Labom party s-y that they are entitled 
to clain1 for incideutal a.nd wiscellanr:ms f'X­

penses, it will lea\'e a bahtnee to be d1 vidtd 
anwngst the States of about £G.i00,000. I have 
also \\'(lrkf!d the fignrPR out in another way. I 
took five years out of the>e eigl1t and a-half 
ye<trs. 

The Trn:ASCHE!l: Did you take the fire best 
year:;'! 

Mr. Mitchell.] 
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Mr. MITCHELL : No; not the best years. 
I did not take the three years in which J;S,OOO,OOO 
was returned to the States. I want to br, fair in 
this matter, and l want to bring this point before 
the House in orrler that the attempt mo,de to 
tight the Fe1eral Labour party will, if nnt 
destroyed altogether, be at least modifi,,d, 
I have taken the five year3 during which 
£7,000,000 orld wa' returned to the States. 
The am< unts for these years are £7,304,236, 
£7,:i78,47D, £7,142,769, £7,384,388, £7,845,574; 
that give8 a total nf £37,122,ti72, which, divided 
by five, give~ the average for each year of 
£7,42-±,1!74. Drducting the £1,000,000 which is 
'"anted by the Cnmtnonwealtb, that will leave a 
lnlanc~ of £ti,424,574 to b~ divider! amongst the 
State,,. Tne Premier said that thr FE eh m] Labour 
partv \~ere seeking to reduce the amount to 
£4,000,000. 

The THEASC:RI'R: He. said £5,000,000. 
.. :\Ir. :\IITCH gLL : He did not say £5,000,000 

till Wfl corrC'cted hirn. , 
1\Ir. :\IAXWET.L: You have not corrected him 

yet. 
Mr. :\UTCHELL: Yes; I have correderl 

him. He said £{000,000, and then admitted 
that it was £5,0UO,OOO, hut von 'ee from those 
figure; it will come to £1i,424,i)74. J\'ow, that 
doec; IVJt pnt such a bad aspect on the affair 
because it 1., quite apparent to anyone who ha.~ 
consideretl the matter that as we go along the 
ntmlmnn wealth is bnund to reC)nire more for 
expenditure than they have been getting. If a 
scherne can be wnrkerl out something on the 
basis laid down bv the Fedenl Labour )•arty i'1 
tbe conventinn, then there 1.vill Le a pn~sibilit.y 
of a speedy settlement J,eim( come to hy both the 
State" and thA C·)ll1lnon\;re dth. l~n~ if our 
Prem'er anti our Trea'lrrer- who will probably 
go do,vn -go down there with a determination 
to oppose everything that c )mcs befo:-e then1 
nnl3ss t.hcy get their nwn wa_v--

The 'l'nK;scmm: Is it likely they will do that? 
3Ir. MITCHE~L: T ww.- very pleased, as I 

saul, to 'ee the Ulnef t-\ecretary throw asicJ., his 
warlike h:nplernent"'. Xow th~t he has c:Jnle t.) 
that deci~ion it will be nPcesE'ary for him to go 
ciown to the eonfrrenr.1" whie~1 is tu t'e held with 
". give-n.nd-take idea before him. If tl1ey g·o in 
tnat srnnt, and if the represPntn.tives from the 
other :·Hates go in that spirit, T am quite R 1tisfied 
the :.F'ederal representatives will 1neet tl1mn in 
such a m~nner that the Rolntion of the whole 
matter will be speedily accomplished. I do not 
mean to s,:- that it will be accomplished in an 
hour or two, bnt I think itcoultl be accomplished in 
one stttmg. The Speaker said the other niahttbat 
at a time like this-·particnlarly on the Arlrlress in 
Reply-\verni,5ht box the wholepo1it.ic.-d cmnpa~:3. 
But I am anxious to see this debate concluded. 
.._L\Jong with 1n.v colleagues, I am n!lxi(m~ to f>8P: 

th~ lmsiness of the session carrier! through as 
qmckly as pos81ble, and so I have mane a point 
of not bringing in any collateral snbjects, but. 
have confined my1elf strictly to the financial 
aspe<'t of the matter. I so:1!1 leave the other 
matters to l>A cliscnssed in detail when they come 
before us undntheirvarions headings. I sincerely 
hope that some attention will l1e paid to what I 
have said in connection \·vith adopting smne 
system of financial reform, and trying to abolish 
the great arnonnt of interest that we have to pay 
annually for loanR that we have never got, for 
money that never comes to the State and the 
conception that has been given to th'e people 
of Queensland that, if they go down to the 
wharves after a loan has been floated in Lon· 
don, they will see large quantities of caRes of 
sovereigns being landed from the steamers coming 
from the old c mntry. There is a fahe concep­
tiOn abroad that capital is being driven out of 
the conntry, and that capital is not coming into 

[Mr. Mitchell. 

the country. The Labour party have never­
driven CJpital out of the country. It has been 
proved, on the other hand, that ever since the 
inception of the ],abour party this State has 
sto,,d better financially in the London market 
than it ever stood before. 

The TnEASUHER: That is since the coming of 
the Morga.n-Kidstnn party. 

Mr. l\liTCHELL: It is since the ad\·ent of 
the Labour party, and because of the power that 
was in the L'bour party when there were thirty­
four of thew sitting behind lVIr. Morg"n. It 
must not he forgotten that the Labour party at 
that time had the full dominating power; but 
they came under the l\Iorgan :~.Jini':ltry to a::;sist 
in righting the finance~, and they did it sncces~~ 
fully-so sncces>'fully that onr loans stand higher 
tha.n e; 0r befure. an-i onr credit is S•! guorl that, 
if it were necess:try to float a loan-whic:h I hope 
it will not be-we shonld be in a better position 
than any other SI ate in the Cnmmonwealth. 

J\lr. S\V AYXE (illackap): There are several 
featnres in the l<'iuancial Statement tlmt are very 
satisfactory. Fer instance, there is a reference 
to the increased amount of land settlement and 
to the increase in the railway rrcciptN. One 
noteH,'orthy point in connection with the incre<1Ne 
in the railway receipts is that it has been coinci­
dent with a reduction in the railway fareo and 
freight~<. That is a refnta.tion of the argnn1ent 
that i~ ~on1etirne.; used that a rednction in fares 
and freigbts means a reduction in receipts. As 
a matter of fact. it often )P&ds to increased traffic, 
aml the l<~inan'cial Statement proYea that that 
ha.-; Lef:n the ca.;;e on thi-; occasion. I atn Yery 
please<! at the increased amonnt of land settle­
ment that has taken place. ln refen•r,ce to that 
I slwnld like to pay a tribute to the energy dis­
pb)·ed by the late Secretary for Lat:(!R. One 
could not but be struck with the energy the hon. 
gentlernan put into hi~ work fron1 the first day 
he took that portfolio. Very S>Jon after he took 
office I was on the Richmond li-iver, at<el I found 
people coming into Queensla-nd from th,, t district, 
ai!d bet\Yeen thPnand n:)W Lhtre ha<; lwen ac mstant 
Rtre~un of settlers coming- fron1 there illtrl this­
S: ate. That !.as been largely due to the exer­
tion~ nf the hon. gentleman. One iten1 on the­
Estitkttes that I do not think was there het year 
is £20,000 fnr new t:chool buildings. Tbat ls :=t 

Yery desirable object. Knowing as I do the 
difficnlties tha~ parentR l:.1bour nnrler, I think 
tbat is a vote which ,,vill1neet the Yery pressing 
requirements in this direction. Another pieas­
ing iten1on tbo}:stimates is the fnnount set down 
for increasing the nurnber of itinerant teacher~J. I 
also notice that there is an increase in the Yotn 
for deep Hinking ancl prm~pectin~'', The mining 
representative::;; seem to think the nmount is in­
snfficient. Still, there is an increase, and I be­
lieve tha~ anything which tends toenconrage our 
primary indmtries will have a beneficial effect. 
At th<' Ra>ne time I notice that there is a decrease 
in the Estimates for the Department of Agricnl· 
tnre. Th"t is a matter for regret, as expenrlitnre 
in connection with such a11 important depart­
ment, I feel certain, would be amply repai'.i. I 
shall have more to oay upon the subject when 
the Ji:Ntimatts of the department are unrler con­
sideration. I desire to congratulate the i\.hnister 
who has lately taken charge of the de pat t­
ment. I have had the pleasure of !mowing 
him for a great number of year:,, and I feel 
sure that be will in every way pnn·e himself 
worthy of the position. Mo;t of the agricul­
turists of the State will be pleased to have a 
:\linister who has been taken from the ranks 
of the primary producers. I am sure that most 
right-thinking people will join in condemning­
the de<picctble attempt that was made to cast 
odinm on the Government on account o[ his 
appointment ; it only shows their poverty in 
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legititn:tte argument~. Fiis career j::,; an exan1pl~ 
to anybody. ~lure than thirty yl-'ar:-; ago lw tnrJk 
np land m au outlying part of the :\Iackay 
di.-;tricr, and ftn· n, nutnber nf :ve~rs \VtH'ked as an 
ordinary pioneer farmer. He tl1tm in1J.rodac.Jd 
capital, erected a n1ill, and turned ont a large 
fluantit.y of sugar. It bct!:i hcen ,.,t,tted that 
he wa.s an onpln:ret of b!w.·k labour, but l1e 
\\ a.c; conlJWllr.d to par\ ly nl:tke u.sG of this 
labour. It n1nst Ue remembered, llnweYer, t~1at 
at the sanlP time he found empJoyuH~nt for 
a large ntttllber nf whih~ men, nnd at \'al imB 
times had hnndr.-:ds uf 1111:'11 \V!.Jrking f·1r bim. 
... :-\ny man who gn; s into our electorate now 
will fin<l that HJme uf the hon. gentleltJan's 
wanne:-tt "llP~'orters, and some (lf the InPn \Vho 
\V:Jrk hardP':lt to ~ectH·e hiR n turn t11 thi:-~ lion se, 
ar·_: mt-n who \\'Pre at one tirne his en-qdoyeP~. 
I notiu1 al-.o tl1at there is £.'00Jl00 dO\\ n o1~1 the 
£..;timate~ for loan~ to lv.:i:tl bndit>::.:, a:-; <Jgainst 
£100,000 Ja-.t year. It i;;; rwedlr~R·for me to say 
th:tt the~~ bodies, rsp· ci:tlly in the count.n· dis­
trict..;, are al"·ay;-; short of money) and it is fnr 
the g-eneral welt,. re that tlwy require to h•rrow. 
I mn.:-)t ::-ay, bo\VCYPr, ~hat ~;ext yl:'ar I should 
likt>. to d'P ::.:orne pro•;i~ion mad? to as;;:;..i:~.t loc 1l 

bndie~ fr••lll thL Cdmmlid::tted l'~YmTne. It; 2-eerns 
tn me to b~ unfair th<tt the whole of the bnnlen 
of mah:ing- anri 1naintaining rt~atl~ that Hf·-' c·:-;~en­
ti t! to the "el':ue cf the G'ltnmunity ho,~ had to 
be- thrown on the 1--lwuld~tS of a few ... A.t 11re ,ent 
in (o[n~ enNland, with a popuiation of nr::1rly 
11110.00\1, the wh,,]e of that load is thrown on 
~0,000 ur VO,OOO ratepayer", who hav& to mamtain 
tlH roads-the avenHes through which their pro­
duct~ are brought to market, and which are jn::;t 
a,, e,<sential to the welfare of the otlwr m, mbers 
of the counnnnitv as it is to them. A~ H e~se in 
pnint 1 I noticA tht~t, at a rec mt rneetiug elf the 
f;hire C(•Utwll in my electorate, there wa~ a dis· 
cn~sion in connection with hrid~es. ThPy have 
rebuilt. one a:1 a .sn"-pen~ion hl'idge at a en,, t on 
this (!t.:casion {lf £7 1000. Previou8 re-erectioni-< have 
en' t thenl.'-'!lllllthing like £11,000 or £12.00, anrJ. 
alto;(etherthey have ;pent sotllething-like£20,000. 
Dminf! the buc;y time of the year the greater 
part nf the people '.Yhn 11138 that hr1dge are not 
rat(-lpayers; they are connuercial traveller~, and 
people g·ning on hn~::drF'S~, in ~:::;cRrch nf ernploy­
HJ::>nt, and sn on, an(l I certninly t~ljnk tlL·t 
~on1e means shoulfl l1e provided 1Jy which they 
should bear their ~ha, re of the cm~t pf tha.t 
work. It .w":-ts pointed out th~t unless something 
in that wa",' was done in connection with tbis 
hrid~~e nn ~riditinnal rate of .J,d. w,mlll hnve 
to Le lc>viecl. They are nlreacfy rated to the 
extt?nt of ;)d., and th;tt 3d. rate n1eanR that, 
in thl:-' eour~e of a, lif~time, every prndncPl' in 
that distriet will pay awa? half the nllne of hiR 
farm for the n1aintermnce of the roads. I think 
tbe bur len i,' "!together ont of proportion, and 
it 1~ increasing, ,-1,nd I hope tha.t next year ~ome 
provision will be rnacl"· whereby the g'"'neral 
public ~...-vill crmtribn'P towanl...; this Pxpen:-<P, In 
c,mnection with the Af(ricultnral Land Hank, 
1 hert" have bet>n several criticisrnR n1ade. There 
is ll'' doniJt on the whole that it has l1Pen a 
benefit. I know many who h:He :wailed them­
~elves of itlol." conditions, and tbPy tell me that it 
ha;;; been of far n1ore adva.ntage to the·m to do so 
th:.tn tc) horrow in the: ordinary way. I notice 
t.h:-tt in the reporti of the connuittee (•f rnauage­
ment it i.-; sh.ted-

The AgTicnlt nral B1.uk Act~, 1001 to Hl03, permit of 
a~vance being m:-ule for certnin spccifi.Pd pnrpose'" 
onl)·, and it somctl111f'S happens that. n. farmer l'l'orniresa 
little as!:nst<Jnee 111 order to defray expenses in other 
clirections. This we are unable to give, and 1Ylwre the 
security j~ good in sllme eat;es tlle accountc:; lmve been 
taken up by other bank~. 

:::\ow, they admit here that thEy have not been 
able to advance when securities are good, aud, so 

Ltr n~ I ean learn, it i~ n1nrp patticnlnrly the case 
jn :-:;uch an inc.:idnnt ns thiti. In the tir.;_t placP, 
the original ~-\et only allowed f1f [1'i\·ances fnr 
impl'oJ\'E-ments to Government la.nd-l and fr~:-;e­
holcl. Tben we had an amending Act to 
en1argP its ~enp .. ~, which allowed of adv}-lnces 
l·eing madA t'l 1-a\ (,tf UJ()rtgages and pnrc.:haRe 
stuck and imp:ement~. But. 0!18 thing sc.e111:-l to 
h:1ve bPPn leh ont. \Vhlle it allows a lllan \vho 
i . .- in difficulties tl) borrow 1nnncy to reclel~ln his 
mortg>tge, it rloes not allov.r a Juan who lmyM his 
bnd on titue p1yment to b(Jrrqw Inllney fur the 
~~l!llplf'ti~)n of the purcba~e. }\n· in:stanct>, t'JtBak­
ins frmu memory, n. n1an ca.n Lorro"v nn,>third the 
ralue (Jf tht- s:ecurity for the purpq,-;~ (..f paying 1 ff 
, debt, but if he buys the laud on deferrd p.>y· 

Jueut;.;, and h-~;; alre "dy paid t\Vn-third;;:, lu-• G-lnnot 
l)()rrow th.~ rEinaining third--yet thP becurit~y~ in 
hotb <-. t~e..; :-'.et>rus to bet 1p1ally good. I hope that 
next ~"·~~ion wa ~haJl have an arnending Bill 
brought do'.Vll which 1vill1ueet \his nbj.•ctilm. I 
note th lt there l~:; £)0.000 do\vn for innnigration, 
and I should like t,; say a. f.::w \Vords on thi~ 
matter. lt has been a&serted that if you l" ing 
peop\~ f.e1e yon in1pair the chaJ.Ces <,f eDJplny­
ment for tbose who are alread v here, but i r, ~t·eu1s 
tu we t..hat, if care is exerci:..:ed iu the seltctit 1n of 
itHUJigrnnts, the ren~rse will be the ea~•P. ...4...:-:; a 
c,~se it1 point, 1 mi~ht lllE-ntion that in the dis­
trict 1 n:present there are wore than 1,000 
pPducer,, all ngi,tered under Fecleral legisla· 
tion, -:::n we ktw\, exactly how rnany there 
are. l•'nlly 73 per C''rrt. of these people 
C<1.U!e unc as immigrant~, and nre now pro­
dnc~·r::, and each of thern 11roduced la-,t year 
t,; the , :cl ne of £;}(10 worth of SUf!ar. Roughly 
f:peaking, the output in the di..,trict is f'Htimatcd 
at .£;)~0,000, and, if tlw:-5e 1nen had. not bFen 
brought onG hert>, we should have been ponrer by 
that txtent. Again, Pvery one of thc"e nJen lS 

now flll!Jl(JJ t- 1. They mnJ\:•~ \VOrk for others., and 
I ,m within the mark when I ''"Y they each pay 
fully 2300 in w"ge>. 'Th"t shows that, if the 
right h:inrl (If n1en are brought (JUt, so tar frcnn 
decrPn··ing employment, they add to the oppor­
tn~Jir.ie:::. Sorne were hrong-ht out 1a8t yenr, and 
at the tin:e I did not think it ''a;;; the be-st 
sy~tern under which they '''ere brnught out, but 
some 1lf them baye already got farms of their 
own. Tha.t is another ca.·e :-h<nving that jndi· 
ciou~J etjt)n in this re.spec!i \vnnld b~ benufjcial to 
alL lt t:Jhnws tht· opportnnitie~ of s~ttlement 
th" t there ~re in f\·e.ry rlirection, and as showing 
thut there is plenty of momy to be F ,rued by those 
,vho a.re ,villing to \Votk in the ~ugar cli:::trict~, I 
should like to rend nn extracL from a paper 
1-mbli~hecl in the 'l'¥veed district-

lrriting fTom :\h ~lllftn on tlth Scvtember. Edgar ::\I ann 
s<LYB: " iohn~on's gau~:;· wa~: top la~t montlL At 3s. tld. 
a ton. nnd tucker, they cle\lrcf1 ovrr .!::2:), with 1~1att's 
Bllcl I~ahPy's gang cloRe lwhlnd. .Tohnson's .g~nw has 
now ma<lA £ti:~ 1 dear of ration·", for fonrter-n weeks' 
worL'' 

:\Ir. \\"oolls: How many hours a dl1y did they 
work? 

:\Ir. S\VAYXE: Tbey were nn contract. The 
nurnLer of hours they worked was entirely an 
optional rnatter. 

:\lr. LE~~o:-; :'Do you grudge them the amount 
they got? 

:1\Ir. S\VAY:\'"}i;: I do not in any degree grudge 
them the amount they earm d. I l11ll only too 
pleased that they earned thatamoun t, but when we 
hear RO (Jfrtm the cry that we should not. hring· any· 
body here bEcause working men are ~o bad1.v off 
that they have to apply for relief mtions in l3ri?-
1mne. 1 think it is only righ~ tu show that there 13 

another ,o:;.ide to that qnPstion, and that rncn dis­
posed to work can eRrn good nwney. And th.at 
i::; a comrnon occurrence throughout those dis­
tricts. 

Mr. SU'ayne.J 
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l\1r. J\IA;>;:> : 'rhey only [(Ot two crops in the 
:Mossman district this year, and the CfOJ''' were 
poor. 

l\h. SIV A YKE: There was a reason for the 
crops being pour. If sufficient labom had been 
availaLle the crops would have been better in 
some places than they were. There was a diffi­
culty 1~ some districtl;j in getting labour fur 
cnlt1vatwn, and to that difficulty is attributable 
to a certain extent the shortness in pruducthn. 
But to resume my qnotation,;-

'Yriting from Kelson, vin Cauns. on 18th August, W. 
Coe say~: "I wisll to report to your popular paper (I 
see a good many Jfe!·alcls a bunt hen· some good ncw.s 
from the Xorth, and I am sure you -will b~, glad to hear 
~~~~ti~\~1 J.:'"eed boys nrc making good reeords in the 

The writer goes on to tell of their 8uccess. 
l\Ir. BOWMAN: IVasn't it said ye>rs azo that 

wh1te men could not work in the c>tnefield? 
l\Ir. KEOGH: I remember the time when it 

was sn,id that yon could not grow a cabbage on 
the DownR. Knw it is the garden of Queensland. 
(Hear, hear !) 

Mr. SIV A YK.E: It does not matter what 
was said years ago. I am showing that there 
are plenty of opportunities for men who are 
brought out here to earn good money. I ha\·e a 
cuttrng here from the ~1adcav Sta!ldarrl which 
clearly indicates the opportun"ities there ~re for 
::m~ll. capita1i~.ts t~~ do 'Ncl!; n.nd, fr{;nl rr:y uv;n 
practJCal knowledge of the bnsine.<s, I can sav 
that the figures given in that cutting are fairl\' 
corrPct. It F:how~ thHt a man with R capital (;f 
between £200 and £-100 can pay his first instal­
ments on the lanrl, pay for the nece,.sarv 
ilnprovernents, and pnrcllfl.se his working plant. 
and come ont at the end of the first eighteen 
months £1~0 to the good. I know, fr~m my 
own_ expcnence, that that is quite correct. 
Agan1 we a-re told that there is nn land for 
these ]Jeople when they comfl here-that it i•', 
all locked up in big estntes. In an,wer to that 
staterJJent, I ''"Y that men can buy lanrl on very 
easy terms, as the following extra.ct will show,..:._ 

~not.her illustration can he snppliPd by the following 
which 1s merely one exmnple of manv con~erning lan<1:-~ 
which are oblainable here :-lOO aCres of land ·arP for 
sale on the following terms :-£5 p~r acre, £,)00; £50 
ea::: h. The balance, £46'', repayable with interc, t :Lt 5 
p~r e.mt. b.Y H. _n_ly!:lll.\" of ',s.. per ton on cane ,;1'0\Yn, 
with tile conditwn that not les~. than 20 acres. i"· pnt 
nndt'r erop the first yen.r, and HlffieiPnt thereafter to 
keep np the average tonnage of 20 acres of plant c<tne, 
say, about 41)0 tuns a year 

Hon. mf)mbers will s~e that nine-tenth· nf the 
payments for the. _land f'l)lllf' out of the. crop­
that a~ the crop l.S grown the la.nd i~ P'id for. 
I am ""e that nobody could desire more favnnr­
able ~er!TIR than tho~e, and there is plenty of 
land m the sugar chstncts obtainable on tho;e 
termo. 

An HoxorH.\BLE 1\IIOIBEI\ : IYhat land is 
that? 

Mr. 8\VAYKE: I orn not cort;t;ll \vhat land 
jt is, but I take it to be the lln,rrie land which 
lR very gnnd land inrleed, and you can g~t good 
land there a, !:I £4 and £5 an ncre, on ,~ery ran~ 
term,. In the C01wier of tl:e 28th Kovemhe'r 
the following telegT>tm from Melbourne ap­
peared :~~-

In thr ~Pn~.te to-day Senator Strvntrt. ~skecl if there 
:was an~· trnth in the ;.;t:-nPment made hv JJr. ~wnyne 
m the (-lnccn·.,JmHl Pnrlmment thnt 1he e~timiterl 
shortage of the Sl'TR.r erop was due to the insnt~icienc\­
~f labour to _look 1:rter the yon11g erop, The repl.r -wav~ 
th!lt. accorclm,g to tho reports of the Qnc.~·nsland 
ofltcmls there was plent-.· of labour, and the shortness of 
the crop was due to frost J, 

That iR not exactly what I '"id. I •aid that it 
was jJartly dnc to shortage of iabour, and partly 
to the ]federal reguhtions. Sir \Villialfl, the 
year before, referred to the shortage in the 

[Mr. Swayne. 

acreage that \Vafl. under cane, and in hi~ e~timate 
allowed for a rleficiency in the crop on that ac­
CPUnt. I think I po,sess a knowledge of the 
conditions of the industry equal to that of ony man, 
and 1 caa say that the uncertainty regttrdiug Fed­
eral acci<>n in this matter has had" cletrimentDJ 
effect. Gil the sugar industry. Over twelve 
months ago the l<'ederal :\IiniHter fur Customs 
anri Exci~e }~sued new rPgnlations, in which 
prrn:iHion was made) anwn~ other things, for an 
eight-hour day on farrnA. That creattd quite a 
con::;ternation arnong caue~farrners. 1-\nyLudy 
who knows an)'·thing abont farrning knov-..·H that 
an eight-hour day is irn]Jossible. Repre"'·ntat.ions 
were made to the boo. g-entleman on the Anbject, 
and he has now dropped the eight-hour day. But 
still there is always an uncertainty wit.h re,;:ud to 
what action wiil be taken by the Federal authori­
ties, and this t1ower of Federa.l interft'rence has a 
detrimental effect 0:1 the industry, where a man 
with capital can 1nake a r-ise and wage-earnet·s 
get gnori rrwney-an indnt'try \..vhich in that 
re:-.pect is second to none in Australia. I would 
commend thi" matter to the c msideration of 
those who wiHh to enlarge the Ecope of Federal in­
terference in StatA atfairti. rrne sugc~r incluRtry i.'3 
suffering under an advanced edition of the policy 
of new ~~rotection. At anyra.te, the acreage returns 
do not show that it is having a Yery good effect on 
the ind Lrstry, and it will be just as well for elt ctors 
to bear theoe things in mind when the Federal 
elections take place. 
. l\lr. BmnrM>: Do you appn.ve of the protec­
tive policy'! 

Mr. IVHITE: Certainly. All sugar men do. 

Mr. SlY A Y:'\E : X ow I should like to S1>Y a 
!~w wm;~s. ahon.t the b<;nnty. The ten_n 

bounty 1~ a InisnonlBl'. The proper word 1~ 
"rebate." IVhat would wheafgrowcrs think if 
they \\·ere placed in the poi'ition that for every 
bushel of whc 1t they producEd they were required 
to ],ay 1s. before th y c"ulrl oell it in any 
Australian market, but that if they complied 
with certain conditions imposer! hy a :Vlinister 
rest dent in l\1elbi'U!·ne, which might or 1night not 
be calculated tn injure the industry, they would 
get hack \JJ. per br"hel? IV ell, thflt is exactly the 
!'osWon of the sugar industry. I am only plac­
mg tire facts clearly before the Comrni'ctee. 
Xothing bn,s been said about the excise; but I 
iincl that in 1902-3 the exci.,e collcc•ed on surar 
in Au;tralia amounted to £261,iill, whilt• the 
bounty paid was £G0,872, lect ving a ,,ur!Jlus to 
revenne of £200,GBO; m 1!103-4 the exci,e was 
£272,117, and the bonnty £07,045, h•aving­
S1Jrplu'3 to re\'f'l1LW of £175,072; in HHH-~> 
the f xcise was £il03,G27, and th<' bounty 
£128,178, leaving- .;urpluR t~) revenue of £37;'5,449 
in lDOG-G the excise was £G3G,07D, and the bounty 
!:154,709, h:: 1ving snrplm:; to revenue of £381)370; 
in 1\JOG-7 the excise collected was £.'i4G,fi~:i, and 
the bounty £338,91(), lu ving snrplns of £210,737. 
During thP first twu quarter3 of this period out 
(~f the six States in which exci:'e ,,·as cnllected, 
Queensland vairl more than one-fourth. I am not 
complaining; hut so much h>ts been said >tbout the 
benefit that I thought looth sides of the question 
should be put before the Committee. (He"r, hear!) 
All the cnnoumer pay.J is the protective duty, but 
the bouuty comes out of the excise. ~\s showing 
I an1 right, \vhen the exch<e -..nl~ increased a short 
tirne back the price of cane fell. In these fj, e 
ye~rR t hP receipt~ in regard to Gxci~e a1n1.nnted 
to £:2, llil,998, while the bounty paiil "'"' .£7/6,075; 
so that the indm,try paid £1,363,318 more than 
it. receiHd. Thv•e are the fignres up to 190G-7. 
Since thnr sufficient excise has bern collected to 
bring the total excise up to £3,613,771, whilst 
in Sir IVilliam Lyne',; last Budget Speech he 
e~tirnn,ted the nmrgin of excise over bounty at 
£121,000. A great deal has been said about 
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paying for a white Australia, and I see no reason 
why we should not pay for a white Australia; 
at the same time, the rise in the price of sugar 
just after federation was not commensurate with 
the comrlaint made. During the five years 
prior to federation, the price of ~ugar in New 
South \Val 'S was £19 ]5,. a ton : in the five 
yea"' 'ubsequent to federation the r:rice w:.s £21 
2-;. li:l.; so that Ke.v Mouth \Vales only paid £1 
17'. liJ. more. She also received during that time 
from the indtL'ltry, in the shape of exci,e, the 
smn of £\.!13,015. Victoria was very well off; 
she g•>t sngar chr tper a(ter federation than 
before. li'<~r the five year; preceding federa, 
ti<m the price was £22 10s. per ton; for the five 
years succeeding feder~tiun the price dropped 
to £20 n,. She also received a revenue of 
£41i4,371 from excise. 

JHr. BmnrAx : Do you mean to say tllltt Vie, 
toria never contributed towards the bounty'? 

~Ir. S\VAYN"E : i::ihe got her sugar cheaper, 
11t any I ate. Qneensland did )Jay mure for her 
su~ar, because tbe price jnmped £5 a ton as a 
rewlc of the new system. BtJfnre federatiun we 
did not receive anv lJeneti~ from our £5 a ton 
protec;ive duty. 'rn Tasmania the position is 
rnuch the SJ.me a.-, in \rictoria, n.nd South .Aus~ 
tralia wa~ very IHuch the sune as in New S·Juth 
\ValeR. It is all"!o to he ren1emhered, in connec~ 
tion with this indu·,~ry, that ,15,000 people are 
getting a li \:illg out of it; <Lnd as fvl the wag-es 
paid 111 the 'ngar industry, no agricultural 
industry in the world pays so well. J<'nlly 
75 per cent. of the returns go in wages. I 
wish now to :;;ay a word with respect to our 
eff11rts t•l prmwJte settlernent on our vacant 
area>. \Ve have large areas of good lan:l still in 
the hancl'l of the Crown in the North. In my 
district there aro large area" of fertile land on 
:0\mnel Creek, at tbe head of tiYe .Fitzroy 
.vaters; anJ there are point~ within sight of the 
:Sea whPre ynu could ride a day without seeing a 
soul. There is the Enngella tableland, cnnsist, 
-ing of hrge arP 1s of good scrub land and 
forP~t land, well adapted for mixed agdcult.ure 
one! dairying. There is a solid block of !i,OOO 
acres on the eastern fall of the r<J.ng-e-Silent 
Grove~-within 2 miles of a rail Nay, still in 
tbe hands of the Crown, all gol.·j suq;ar 
lanJ. And as pm go north, I understand, 
the 'lreab of nn:1lienated land incre 1se in size. 
The quto'·tion presents it9elf: \Vbat furm ·· uf 
indn.,try i.-.; most calculated to promote .-.ettle~ 
meut in that part of the State. :Fur the 
purpDse of oUtaiuing infonT1ation I wrote 
to the Instructor of Tror,ical l,gri<:ultur.•. 
I asked hitn, quile apart from the sugar in~ 
du~try-of CIJlU.se we know tht; Rllg<H industry 

has dono yeornan service, and has 
[7,30 p.m.] beJn a big factor in the settlerner1t 

of those htnds-bnt we shonlrl like 
to see other industries c:trried on there. There 
are grc.1.t po:s,;ibilitie~ fur dairying all over the 
country, especially ·on the tablela,nds at tbe 
back, and on the coastal lands a< well. I wished 
to gather infonna.tion regardit1g other indn.stries 
thew tbe3e, so I IVIbte tu the gentleman in rjues, 
tiorL I know he is well qualitied to gine an 
{)pinion, and I asked him if he coulQ_ give 1ne 
nny information un the puint. 1-fis reply is as 
follows:-

Sir.-Yonr lett.Jl' ot t11C' :_n:":t ultimo, I regret delny in 
rcvl.r dnc to prP~:;ure of \YOrk. I now attaell a list of 
so1no or the proJuets that may be cultivated in our 
tropical Xorth. 

Af;ainst these I hHve estimated the av:-.rage returns 
per acre anrl the averag-e value of the projnct per ne re. 
Tl1c~e flgnres are, of com·se, only a.pprnxilnat- to be 
ex,trt wen tU invoh-e a verr great de:d or work, time, 
aml ditfet'Emtintion bet\veen specie:; and varieties that 
is not rrally rer1uired. 

Your poiut, I gather, is to ascertain Whflt area nnd 
what amount of settlement. within our tropics is po~sible 

at 11resent in the cultivation of prodnct~ consumed in 
the Comlnon\YC~tlth. This list ·will help JOU in tl1e 
matter, 1Jut to complete your information tlw stati~tic~n 
returns of Common\"'ealth iruports are reqnhdtc. I 
lHtve not got t.hest· l.mt you can no doubt readily obtain 
them. 

As an e':ample: In the agricultural report just 
is::;ned, p::-!.ge 7, the rLder .Seeretary q:tOtE'"iSOITIC figures 
of valur o1 imports, presumably into t.~ueeus.lancl only. 

At any rate> as far as theRe jrnports are concerned, 
he only refers to (~ueenslanri. I was interested 
in the Commonwealth, and I will give the Com, 
n1onwealth figures in~tead. l-Ie goes on tu say-

Taking the figures of the \vhole Commonwealth 
prob~bly this one item alond (ricel, if properly Ul­
conraged, would repr--"1ent at least; ten times this~ viz., 
20,1 t)U acres or 500 familie~. 

So also if the figures of importation of raw rubber 
were obtained every JOO lb. "\Veight. or £75 wortll, would 
represent 1 acre that might be under cultivation here. 
And on the Bame basis e\·ery £300 in ndue represents 
one pos~ible settler {with his family). 

This t lOO basis is of coarse optional, and I only quote 
it a~ a sn:.rgestion. It ,,·onlrt he wearisome and uuueeL'~~ 
sarY to work out in detbH thu e:xact cost of vrod.nction 
of flnch stf1}Jle, nnd thc.;;e would all differ ~omewllat. 
l'or approxlmat~ calculation 40 per cent. rnny be taken 
as a working avenge. The £:300 at thi.s rate reprf-len ts 
£120 for emt of prodnctir1n, and 1.;180 vro1it or wages 
of tbe cnltivatol', or nearly ,-:C310s. per ·week. l\o doubt 
this mr~.y be looh"ed npon as very low by E:ome farmers, 
etc., hut is. I think, uew:rthele·,.., rcasonrtble. Average 
wages for farm htbonr in the Xorth being about £100 
per annum. 

The prices I ha\·e quoteti r.re per arre, and not per lb. 
or }Jf'l' ton. aud nre for tlw raw prortnct as the grower 
wonld sell it Hnlc~~ fJtherw.se mentioned. It may be 
lle<'c<.;sar- therefore to nhtaln the enrrellt market 
11rices, Hnct to a~certain ,\·hetller t11e import return:-: 
relate to prepared ur raw products. Tlw difft.·rt·lH!e in 
prices between the raw and prc•pared products, which 
will le fow.cl to be p;reat in some instance~, while };lllall 
in otlwrs. ].':' accounted for by lo~s:es in the proce&se~ of 
curing-. prP]Htl'illg, the ('Ost of same and transi)OTt, ~c, 
as well a~ willdltll :,u's and retailer~· profits . 

The matter of the preparation or llll-lnufactnre of the 
prodncb !or the rt-!:ti! market is i"il10tller rg1cstion. 
Generally it i"' s;onner or htcr found hetter a11r! eh en per 
to m:nnifactnre near The som·r·e of production. 'fhe 
tclYanrement of tiH~se indn~trie~ wonld tiJeret'ore n:eall 

Hlso incre11se of factorie-. sorl!e\Yhere, Hot to menlior. 
thr .:;mall n.nny of trade,mcn that en:u a COlllparati....-ely 
small hamlet will rrqnire and ~upport, e:--;peeially wlwn 
cln~f•]y ""ttled. and in small areas a& th£'<8 produrts 
mostly l'G11mre. 

At any rate, he made i~ clear in the letter that 
thPre nre g(nd opportumties for co·operative 
UJaHufHcturt·s swn~wb'l.t on the. line:-; at pre­
s._nt in exi:stenee in connection w]tb central 
sug<1r-n1i1ls. He g(1( ~; (:ll to :--ay-

rrhe itC'lll:" quotea Hl'n limite(] pr:-tctienlJy IO the l!lar­
}\:CtS of the Counnonwcalth; none can bere(•kootd 11pon 
a~ IH·Ssihlc for rxport . .tlany .£<;oorts alT iwvorted .1t 
pre~ent in :t 111Hllnf,;e nrea state (for ills' ·LIJ.ef'. rub1)er 
and cotton ,..;oods, nee, ropes. hru:;hes, oih:, rrH·oa, etc.) 
whieh (· wnot no\r be ealcnlntecl iJt aboye 1igurc::;, bnt 
which, ir the r:t'IY m:;tcrial were available. \' onld bP 
mannfactr..rert witlnn onr {'ountn·, and tllr. dcn·ancl for 
or consnmptlOJJ or tile raw }Jr(Jfl.lld l.Jc far more. re Jll.'·· 
than is indif'ated br the fi~nre~ nr 11re:::ent imJul'ts nf 
raw material iuto i:he CommOinrealth. lndC("{l. the 
amount of r~nv material imported mny be taken to 
renr~'sent. hut a woiety of tht· actual demand or marl\:et 
toi- a product. 

At any ra,te, regarding the Commonwealth con­
Rumption of tl1f'~e articln.;.:, I rnight ment-icn th:1t 
from the Year Book lately m)'plied to 11S l made 
the following e.stirn~tes-the.v cne nnt p:;:timate.::::, 
they ar2 f cts. \Ve import trd)·iC>'l tJrPduct.s In 
Australia to the vRl'lP of "£2,i\lN,014. These areim­
portr..d frr)n1 Ceylnn, Hnngknng, and othPr part~ 
nf China, Indi::'l, Straits SettlernentR, tJUpctn, and 
~Ta\-a, rrheY"' are as follow~ :-Coffee, £:22,(i58; 
rice, £20;J,fi!J2; oil, £1~7,40G; ra.w e,)tton, 
£20,882; and in a manufactured form, \Ve im~ 
port the followiiJg :--Spices, £4G.G!JO; nuts, 
£73,420; tapioc·1, £40,D35; tea, £877,21!1; bags 
aud sack~, £1,102,8.32; ll1tlllufactnred rubber 

Mr. Swayne.J 
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goods and cocoa, £335,780; a gross total of 
£2,854,704. ~-\s far as tea and sacks are c-on­
cerned, under preceot conditions these coulcl not 
very well be vrodnced in the State. Ir, regard 
to the best means of accomplishing this object, 
as a help it seems tn rr1e we 1night bave l:'ome 
educational e,tablishment, on similar lines to 
the agricultural college, in connectit~n with 
tropic.Ll ~gricnl tu re. It was rnentionerl. many 
years ago, and the ti1pe has arrived when ~orne 
such sy,tem should be pnt into effect. I nntice 
there is an amount of £2,500 on the E~timates 
for the salary ,,f Dr. J\bxwell. I undt·rstand, 
an Cl I am very pleased b he·1r it, that there i" 
no intention of cuntinuing hi:-; servicef". I did 
not contemplate for one nwuwnt, >fter t.he 
resoJntion that \"·as carried hen1 conc'lrning that 
gentleman last year, that his services won lcl he 
continued. I nH1Y say I h,ne followed his 
career here, and· when he ccnne here I wad 
prepared to r!:'ceive hin1 with an open mit1d; 
in bet, I was hwomably di,posed tow a! d" 
him. I do not for one 'llOluPnt question 
hiH 13r-ientitic knowledge, but, a~ a practi­
cal man, I can only say the results Jwye not 
juetitied his appointment. There is no doubt :1 

cmupetent officer if requirtd to take cL ,J.go of 
the centt al sugar-milb ; bnt "e would get far 
better re.-,ults if the Go\·ernrnent followed ,:..orne­
what on the lines of the Colonial Sugar H ofining 
Company, as. far as the travelling inspector.:! are 
concerned. I do 110t know what tbe Uolnnial 
Sufjar Refining Con1pany pay their inspector~, 
but I thilik I >tm f!Uit,e cafe in sa.ying it is not 
one-half the amount Dr. :\hxwell bas receiYed. 
Then, \Ve alt<.o w~:~.nt RH inspec~ur of a.grirulture, 
and we shnn1 d also get an officer ft~r tbat at leRs 
than one-half the anwunt spt>nt on thi;:; gentle­
man. I ohnll refer mu re particularly to the work 
of the V.,.-ietorian J)ep;Htlnent Cif Agricnltnre 
when our own Agricultural E~timate.'-l come 
before tl!e Cnrn1nittPe; and, I rnig-ht 1nention 
now, I bave written to the lT nder ~f-'cretary in 
\TiCtm·irt,,and I have- rrceived <1li~t of the an1onnts 
they pay the officials of tbe department there. 
The highr~t nmn was Profos:--:or \Valbce, a, 
gentleman of ,-cry bigh Rtandinl!, arH1 ilH'Y have 
such 1nen as Dr. Cherry, 1)r. Howt>ll, :tnd .sn nn, 
and nor. nne of thelie gentlemrn get nwre than 
£800 er £1000 a year, \\·hich is less than (>ne-third 
the 'abry paid to Dr .• \lrtxwell, I wt n!d Eke 
to draw attention to a few matjters connected 
with t.he electorato I represent., which I cnnsider 
is a~ good f1R any district in the Stn.te. \"Ve ha\·e 
bPen Yery q11iet ah1•nt r[tilway rn~ttters in our 
district, Lut 1 would like to 11oint out that no 
district is superior to that in the oprlortunities it 
affords for the comlrnction of light agricuitnml 
liw 8, Vi hich we hr1ve heard 80 Innch of in thifi 
Hunsr, Tbe lines which beloq;- to the State 
in the district are working- ~ucce::-;~fu1Jy; thf'y 
haYe Leen Yery remunerative, and they stand 
high on t be list in thA rfltnrns they gi\·e 
on the capiral invested. Last JC:lr, in my di~­
t.ricb, the railways earned pt~r tr1:1in u1ile Gs. S~cL, 
at a cost of 3,, lOjd. LaRt year the 8rate hnes 
in that district paid :l./52 p'r cent., and the year 
before they reluruet! -± per cent. That shows 
thnt the railways there are doing very, well. I 
might alFo men Lion that this sati~factCn'y result 
is largely owing to the extensions made by the 
shire council. But 32 miles of additional railway 
are \\ ttnted in that dis1 rict, inchH1ing 25 ruiles to 
Plane Creek, and 7 n1ile~ to the 1~nngelln, Eange. 
It is estimateCI that the Plane Creek line would 
produce a re<·enue of £G,OOO, which would leave 
a La1anc~ of cle.tr profit-, after rro,'iding fnr ex­
penRes and interest, of the ~lUll ( f £2,000. 
.:-\notht:•r line \vhich lM needed if'l nn extension to 
the Enngella Plateau. 

The Sm:·lmTAI<Y FOH RAILWAYS: It is being 
surveyed »t the present moment. 

[Mr. 8U'ayne. 

:\Ir. R\VAY""E: I am v·ery vleased to hear 
the :Minister say so. I may "'Y th~t a priv-ate 
company wa.nterl to run a lil1e with a 2·feet" 
gauge tr> that range from the present railway 
terminus. I think, though, it. would L•> a mis· 
fortune if this Clistrict was oniy tapped by a 
privnt·-~ line. If a Government line 1~ built_ th_ere 
it will lead to the d+ velopment of the d"uymg 
indns~ry, mixP,d fanning, the encourr-qzernent, of 
the timl1er industry, and Rn nn, which a 1Jri' .1te 
line will not serve. I thought it was m:i dnty 
to bring these few matters before the Home. 
(Hear, hear!) 

J\Ir. LE::\1\0:1\ (HCi'vert): I c.mnot under· 
Rtand what puq.Jose the bun. rr1ernbt r wlw has 
jn8t preceded me had in referring tu the low 
vrice of land at ~lackay. R<-ally i:~ .;ef:'lllS ~·e­
markal>'e that land caa i.Je g.1t "~ that J,w pnce 
at ;\lackay. 

;\lr. SWAY;-;E: A nil good land too, d<n,"t forget 
it. 

Mr. LEN""ON: Aml he e111~hasises it by 
saying that it is gond land, too. I am uut Pen 
adv·ocate for high-priced land; I am as great an 
advocate for chnp land as any other hon. ltlfll\­

ber. (Hear, hear!) But I am '"tonished tc> 
fine! that land c· .. n be got in ;\Iacl<ay, and 
"good lanil too, dnn't furget it,n a~ the pdrA­
mentioned by the hon. gPntlemar. If the land 
i~ :-:n cheap at 1\lackrq.', whY :::;hould it Le r-o nu1eh 
dearer at Geraldtm; '? [ kunw one 1nan at 
(iET'·cddton v .. ho is paying rent for his land at the 
rate of £2 per a~:re per annn1n fnr l:JO ~,ere;:::, 
while land carr be bought right out at :\Iackay 
for tl') an 2cre. 

;\lr. SIYAY;-;E: \Ve ars tco moCIEst at ~Iackr.y 
in not ~Bh:ing fur nwre. 

Mr. LEX:::fO::\: Anothe< remork which the 
hon. g-enrletuan made was to tbe effect that the 
wage::; pald to the wh1te ·wurkers iu tL(~ ct..r.ef.e1d.s 
a1nonnterl to 70 per c,~nt. of thp, value of the re­
t,~rns. \V en, l am prepa.rtd to challenge that 
Fit.aternent, and I tlunk that lwn. UlE.lut··'r::-: in this 
I-Iou:--e wi11 •:ee tha,t the htm, gentlen·an i~; draw­
ing the L1ng bnw \\hen he ::;ay;-; Lh~t~. I think if 
he hac! put it at 50 per cent. aR tbe very maxi­
nlnrn he v.:onld base Let:~n nearer th~~ wark. 
There b not a n1ernber iu thi J-Ior1~e "" lw will 
agree with h:tln that it t·tkes 75 lJE:I' c"~nt. of the 
value of the returns to pay the wa~:--es of the 
white worker.'3. XIJ\"\', the junior 1nernLer for 
1\Iackay tva~ guilty of vd1at I rnay tenr1 ~l di.s­
ereeL indiscretion the other d''Y w ben he sa;d he 
would not '!1Jpnrt the Trade Di&pnteo; Bill, 
and I Ruppo,.,, that i; the reason why the 
Bill has been dropped. \Ve know that the 
hon. member n1ust have felt that be was too 
_young a lllfmber of this House to attem~~t 
to dictate to the GoYernment in that way, 
and that aceonnts for t~ e lUhgy h\-' 11n~~td 
<Hl the Gov-ernment to.night. ::\aturally the 
hon. grntlernan shows a p~(iper Sl:'nBe of grati­
tude ·wheu his wisheR are met by the G(IYern­
ment so readily in the mattf of the Trade 
Disputes Bill, and he knows that it is 111• to him 
-to use a current expre:3-sion-to thank then1 for 
their kindneFS. I will not deal any longer with 
the hon. gentlem»n, but I could not re>-ist the 
teillptatiun of rnakinf( these few remark,. I h,.d 
intended to speak at ]@gth on the Financial 
Stt>ternent, but, owing to·the exhaustive manner 
in wbieh it has already been dealt with by the 
leader of this varty, anCI after the strong and 
searching critici:3tn nf the hon. member fur Bris­
bane Scuth, the ex-Treasnrer, it "\\'ould b9 nnnP­
cessary for rne toi.rA. verse that ground again. I will 
conte~t rr..yself with reterence to a few itemR in 
thA Ii,inaneial StatemeiJt, and on those references 
I propoile to bang a peg nn which again I will hang 
some other re111~rks. On page 2 of the :Financial 
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Statement, dealing with the revenue, it is pointed 
ont that the lJommonwealth-that terrible Com­
monwealth that has been eo much spoken about 
lately-increase'cl its contribution to this State 
rlnrinc: the year by £G0,9ii8, while the milwavs 
showerl .an increase for the year of £117,4l2, 
there bemg a total ill(;rfa.s:e in the \Vhole revE'nue 
of £22l,HO. I want to point out that while we 
have an increflsJd contribution from the Cnm~ 
monwealth, and an accelerated increase in the 
revenue fron1 the railway~:~, that there is no 
necrssity for tl.le ·,.<nnb;~ vie\~ taken g·eneraJJy by 
the Treasnrer m th1s B mancml tltutement. 

·J\Ir. GRANT: Do you call it sombte? The hon. 
member for Bric,[mne South does not. 

.:\Ir. LENNON: I am not fortified hy long 
telegrams and reports from chambers of com­
merce, ancl hat'bonr board,, an•i things of that 
~ort, to enah!e rne to expre.ss n1y opinions in this 
Chamber. 'Vh::1 tever opinions I exurf:'S4, they 
are 1ny own, and not n1anufactnred for n1e by 
:tnyone ebe. · 

The Tn~ASGREH: The hon. nwrnber for Bris­
bane South said that even thio estimate wonlcl 
never tnrn out right. 

:.\Ir. LENXO;\.': \V bile I admire the manner 
of the ex-Trr'~snrer in making his close analytical 
e~t1ma te. I. arn not l)(mnd to ac~ept every one of 
lns conclu,,wm. \\ i~h all res!Ject to the Trea­
~met·, I tbrnk that, nevertheless, this shtemeut 
1s !1ot a'3 optimistic as it 1n!ght have bet'n. I 
th1nl\: we have reason to hope that \VB ha.vq not 
reached a pau..;e in nnr finance-:. \Ve are still 
likely to gn farther before we reach that pttuse. 
To con le now to the expenditure: It ha~ nnf(•r­
tun~tely, increa)';ed in greater ratio than 'li·1s the 
revenue. That i-; the blot on our tinanc;;~ at 
J.H'E'<~nt. rrhe revenue ha~:; nn)y increaF<ed n:ode­
ratel.v, while the expenditure ha:-; increa>ed at a 
ntn?h !ltnrA rapid rate. The cxJ_:.mditnre vvants 
tc.k.mg hol~l of with huth hand..; and dealing 
senonsly With. On8 example nf that i.:'l sh(nn1 
h_Are i_n a C(Jll1p1ra.tively sn1nll flepartment, the 
J)ep:trtment of .Tnstil:e, wbiclt shows an increase 
of nearly £~, 000. 

An Ho:o-;ocRABLE :\I~'rm;n: Tbe new jndi(e. 

:.\Ir. LEX!\' ON: How can it be the new jurt:e 
when 1t refers to the year ending 1>J07-S. He 
was not arJpmnted then. There is an incn,_,,~e of 
4 per cent. in the co't of the administration of 
jnstice in this f:-;,_,atP, and when \;:e (~f't the 
expemes of the new judg-e added to that it will be 
still greater, and it will probably show an 
incre;1,::;e of.'): per cf:lnt .. on laH~. vear. \VhilRi~ it is 
nece. 'ary to have jlBtice fuily ancl carefully 
~dnnn~stered, _the rap1d increa~e of expenditnre 
111 sue 1 a. s1n~.1l departn1ent 1.:; \VOJ tbv of the 
attention of ~he Tret~.:mrer. No\v ·with ~Fgard tn 
loano. A gt\ at deal has been said ahont loa ne 
and ben, we ha\'P in 1he Financial StatPmPnt ~ 
reference to the fact that before the clo'e nf the 
r::es~ion f;Otno provision will ha VP to be rnaOe for 
repleniqhing the loan fnnd. I wonlrl like to 
direct the attention of hon. m ern bers to the fact 
t,hat in a little over six yeari\ we ha\'e to find 
£15,000,000 of n1oney tu 1neet our maturing 
loan~. 

2\lr. AmrsTHOXG : It ia only a question of 
bookkeeping. · 

Mr. L 1!~~1\'0:'\: It is not only a question of 
bookkeepto\l;. I know very well th,;t we shall 
have to pay the deht, convert it, or rene\v it. 
"-';ny one of these three proc<oeo'e' will be very 
d1tficult for ns at the present time. Vi'Tecertainly 
can_not .do it very easily. But what I am advc­
catu;g 1s that we should take stepo at the earliest 
TJOH~lhle nwment to Hrrange for a sinkincr fund 
under which we shall be able to meet ou7: loan~ 
when they fall due. 

Mr. \VHITE: That would not be good business. 
Mr. AmrSTRO:"-;G : No ; bad business. 

:.\Ir. LENNOX: It is the kincl of busimss I 
want to "ee, whether it be goo•J or bad. If it is 
bad bn,ines", why is it that the Government 
insist, in connection with all loans made by 
them to local governing bodic•, that they shall 
pay interest and redemption. If the principle is 
bad, why do the Governmeut insi~t on it? It is 
a D8\V thing f11r me to discover that it js a bad 
system to meet one'" obligations as they fall due. 
I am glad t•1 say I have not yet learned it, 
th'mgh, 1·erhaps, after a few years of parlia­
mentary life, 1 may bring myself up to the 
le,·el <>f heliedng it, as the interj2c,ing hon . 
members do. 1f we are going to ador,t a vigor­
ous polic_y~ of raih-vay con...,trnction, it cannot be 
done ,,·ithout nwney, and I mn aware that) if our 
revenue doe-s not increa'3-e-and. I Oo not antici~ 
p:1te tba t it will increase sufllciently for the pur­
pose-a lo;m mu"t be J'ai,c,,d, But before we start 
rl:lising rnore loans, a very ruuch more important 
dntY devolves upon us-that of arranging for 
meeting nisting loans. 

The SJWRJ,;TARY FOR RAILW.;Ys: It is rather 
early yet, is it not? 

:\lr. LENNON: \Vhy it is nettrly ten vears 
since the '"-c;lled Bmddon Blot was instituted, 
and here WP are confr\>nted at the end of next 
ye8r with the terminajon of the pre~c-nt condi­
tion of thing~; and, when we have to meet 
£15,000,000 in six and a-half years, our experience 
in reg~rd to tile Braddon blot nhoulcl teach ua 
the les,o;on that we ought to take time by the 
f,H·elock, :tnd e<tahlish sorne syston by which 
those loans can be met. on A.rri\:lng :1t rrlatur:ty. 
If a Loan Bill io passed by this House, let me 
express the hope thCL\ it will not be a big lrmn of 
£6,000,000 or £3,000,000. If we haYe a loan at 
all, half a tnil!ion should meet all requiremfnt'" 
for a yt>ar or two. \Ye h::t.Ye got on very well for 
the last four ye:-1r;-; with~mt a loan. 

The sr.;cnETAHY FOI\ HAILW.\YS: Yes, hut we 
ha Ye been spending loan nlow·y. 

::\Ir. L E::-fl\'OX: I am awttre of th•t. ar:d I am 
mntre that we have OYer £1,000,000 of loan 
moue.y st.ill a\·ailr~1--.1e; and there i~no rw(d to bor­
row a whole l<>t of mon-ey f"r the purpose of holding 
it here at " low rate ,,f intere,t, pr<>bably-in 
fact, certainlv~at <t. lowt:-"r rate of intere~t than 
we arH paying fm· it. If we are going to resntne 
the great loan indn:::try, Jet us procee::i very 
sl<nvly. Let, me advocate a policy of 11 ll:lc;teniPg 
slowly" :in this matter, and not being too f ~.ger 
to rush into the ma.dcet to rn.i"-',·~ heavy loans. 
\Ve know verv well it becomes a craze 
with .snn1e pec)ple to borrow 1nnney. \Ve 
know Yery well what happent>cl f:ome yP-ars flgo 
when the celebrated £10,000,000 loan was author­
jsed. I am sure hon. rue1nbers :ue not anxious 
to see a recurrence of thot kind of thing, and I 
hope it will ne\ er again find a place in the pro­
posals _\f any Go\'erument controlling- the affairs 
of this St:tte. If we want a loan at all, let us be 
content with tt mall one. Do not let ns borrow 
:=ts 1nnch as we can, but Jt .. t ns bear in 1nind 
that we should horrow as little as we cttn. Under 
the heading of "Trust Funds," I find this 
st.~tement in the Budget Sp<ech-

Onr transnetions undPr trnst. nc--o:emnt la:-~t. year 
amounted to £9;35, 195, heing £108,39llcss th:1n the pre~ 
vions ypm·, 0\Yinp: to reduced tram-actions on account 
of central sngar mills. 

I therefore want to say something about central 
sugar-mills. I dl) not neeO to re1nlnd the Cllnl­
mittee that the proposed Dara<lgee Central :\Till 
has ~een n1entioned many ti1nes in thi:s Chan1ber. 
However, I am under the painful necessity of 
referring to it again. It iH only a few months 
ago that a deputalion-the twelfth or thirteenth 

Mr. Lennon,] 
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deputation on the Rubjcct-caet the Premier in 
the room adjoinining this Chamber, and, after 
a long dit-1cus~ion, the hm-~. gentleman :3tated that 
we had asked so long and su hard fnr thi< mill 
that "he had not the heart to refuse us "-I am 
quoting his ex::~ et wordB-ancl he promised a loan 
of £4,),000 on that OCCftRion. A few cbys later 
we received an official notification by n18moran­
dum from the Treasurer that the £45,000 loan 
money w .. uld be advanced to the promoters of 
this jJroject; but it was shackled wit.h an absurd 
condition that the £4i'l,OOO shouH be re1•aid in 
five years. The wc.rds I med tu the Premier 
were that he might as well have said five n1inutt~"· 
Howeyer, as l stated recently, I practically 
dogged the hon. gentleman's foot.tep<, and I 
had an inteniew with him when he was rather 
shy of bf-'iug pulled np, being anxiow.:; to get 
away to England at the time; and he promised 
me to modify the terms, and extend· the time to 
ten year.-·. 

1\Ir. Bmnux: Shyness is not one of his 
characteristics. 

l'llr. LJ<~XNON : The gentlemen with whom I 
was as:;;ociatf'd. ,,-ere very ple::t .. ed, and at oncA 
repli~d, accepting those !Arms. \Vhat was our 
snrpri~e when, a rlay (If two later, we received :t 
lPtter frmn the Tre,'tsnrer, telling nR thal-, on 
further condidPrR.tion, and after consnlting the 
Comptroller, a loan conld not be granted. A 
further depu t1>tion came down. Uf course, that 
was all right-nr, rathPr, it \Va~ not all right; 
but that was the position. 'l'he Treasurer said 
that on furthf'r eo;11-'ideratinn, and after cnrnmlt~ 
ing the ComptrollEr, no loan cnnld IJH granted. 
The deput,tion wired to the Premier in Mel­
bourne, and he wired back, statin~r that he would 
not, or coulrl not, alter the clecbion of the 
Cabinet, and that the loan was refuRed. The 
hon. gentlenH.n repudiated hi.s promise-abw­
lutely and deliberately repucliaterl his promi8e, 
made in writing, for an acl 1·ance of £.t;),OOO. But 
why should I be surp•ised when bis action in 
joining tbe late Oppo,sitil.n i~ a repudiation of 
his whole career? C,lmparecl with that, the 
repndiation of his prmni~e tn advance a lu:--1-n of 
£-±5,000 is a very small matter. \Ve paRs on, 
and depntati•Jn No. 14 C~>llH'H d•JWll here sume 
five wteks ago; and. \Y8 have been wa.iting for 
nearly f()ur weeks for an 'll1S\\'er frmn the Pre­
n1ier or the Treasurer. ..After waiting so long, 
ant'l aft(>r repeated application-; to the Trea.snry 
and repeated perflonal jnqniricR nf the Premier, 
we receivecl, on 7th Decelllber, this reply--· 

Gcntlenum.-lfith refPrenee to your1ettrr of the 2nd 
XoYemher lns.t. snbmit.ting propwab iu ronnuetion with 
the applic·ation for the erert.ion of a centl'al sngar-mill 
at Oanulgee, I have the honnur. by direction. to inform 
:nq t1 .Lt. after fnll cons'td·_mtion of the matter, it ha~ 
been c1ecidetl that no actiou ran Ue taken bY tbe (;n­
Y8l'l1ll: ;nt for the ereetion of a central sn ·:Lr-mill at that 
place. 

I ha Ye, et( 
1r. L. FrnYLE~ 

ruder Secretary. 

::nes~r~. J. r... \Yaugb, T. ll'wldwus, and others, 
Gcraldton. 

'J\Jer.J i' an unqna1ifi·:d refn, cl-· the first ever 
receiveri in this connt>etion. }Iithertd there has 
alwaYs bc•on a hnd of pr.>mise the~.t the matter 
would recein~ co:wid.f·r ·.tion at a. fu~"ure timf'. 
It wa.< only p >stponed for the JJresent ; it would 

not be gr."lnted t~ow for thi~, that, 
[8 p.m.J ar·d the other reacon; but, after 

all t'w trouble and expense they 
have been r.~nt t.Jl there is ~tn an..,wer--an unqnali~ 
fied refnsal of the reques". To what rcre we to 
attribute the cha.nge? ThA C'hange in the hnn. 
gant1Pman\: politic~. Ile- is as~ncin.ted now with 
a party that dms not want this Bill. 

1\Ir. THOH:S: They alw; ys suplHllted the sugar 
industry. 

Liift'. Lennon. 

l\Ir. LENXON : It is quite e>·ident that the 
Colonial ::lugar Company do not want a mill, 
becau,e, in my hnmble judgment, they have 
practically jockeyed the centr~l mill peop:e out 
of their mill. The Pbilp Government advanced 
£900, and a wharf anr\ manager's residence have 
been erected there. l-Ie passed a mea~ure thrnngh 
this House for an rcdvance of £fi0,000. The £900 
he,s been wastad in tbe erection of a wharf and 
rnana~er's hou~e, being portion of the money 
which the present Chief Secretary baid was all 
wasted and "blown." The hon. senior member 
for Townsville has alwa~·s expresiiecl himself in a 
friendly way to tbis project. He was within the 
district at the last election, and so satisfied were 
the people that the mport got arout that he was 
going to promise a n1ill. 

An Ho:soliHABLE l'I!ExlllER: \Vas he election· 
eering? 

2\lr. L EJ\I\01\: I am just stating the facts. 

Hon. R. PHILP : He did not promise the mill. 

Mr. LENKON: The people thought the hem. 
n1err1ber wad promising the mill-he diJ not 
promise r~nything at all, but he told the people 
there that he was a supporter of their interests, 
that he was friendly to the mill-in fact, that 
Cod !in was their friend, not Short. 

JYir. \V. H. BABXES: Have vou not br·,n 
proving by your argument:-3 thatv such was the 
case? 

Mr. LENKO:'f: I do not \Wtnt to be always 
thanking the hon. gentleman. I have fre­
quently credited the hon. member for Towns,·ille 
w1th the de<ire to give us something, but whilst 
the hon. gentlerrwn has alwayB f>xpressed hirn~ 
self favourably to this project., and has shown 
evidence of a friendly attitude in the past, now 
that he has the power of dictation over there, 
how is it that he refuses to exercise it? The 
hem. nrerr1ber for Towrl'~ville is ¥~ell kn:nvn as 
the dictator of that party; the Ghief Secretary 
is the nominal leader. but it is not King \Yilliam 
at all, it is King· lcobert. (Laugnter.) I am 
very rnuch suron~ed at the hon. gentleman, 
because I ha,·e ~1 ways been prepared to take hiH 
~~~mrance, and I hol'e that he \vill exercise his 
influen~e on that sirle of the Hom'l and give the 
people uf the ~Tobnst()ne Rivc-r district and 
Geraldton the mill thev deserve. It is a gnoat 
shame to deprive them 'of that mill ;wy longer. 
K ow it is a!J,olntely g-one, becanse the Colonial 
Sugar Hefining Cornpany, Lirnitrd, ha\·e jockeyed 
them out of their mill. 

The THEAHl'HER: And they are preparf.l to 
take all the cane tbat i,; grown there. The hem. 
member for Brisbane :North says that. 

Mr. L1~KXOK: Here we have got the apolo­
gist of the Colonial ~ugar Itefi ning Cmnpany in 
the person of the pnsent Trea·l..Her. I ask 
rnerubers of this Hon;';e, or the apologist of the 
Colo11ir1l Sugar Refining Ccrmpn,ny, if he can 
nan1e any f•lGctorate ]n the s~ate uf Qneen.slrlnd 
that "ould prefer to haH the Colonial Sugar 
Refining C\nnpn.ny c_·,ntrolling the destinie8 of 
the sugar-growing uf the di~trict, or whether they 
wonld rccther have a central mill to comptte 
with tbmn? 

H(Jil, E. B. FonHEf:lT: Every time. 

::\Jr. LE:\TKOX: Ncltwithstanding the inter­
jection of the son1ewh<'tt explo3jve Inetnber for 
Brisbane Nortb--

Hnn. E. B. FmmEST: You le<we him alone. 
He Pm take c1re of himself. (Laughter). 

Mr. LE:::\:\'0:'\ : It goes without 8aying th,.,t 
any sugar diKtrict would prefer to ha\"e tiOITle 

competition. I do not believe it should be left 
to the Colonial Sugar Hefining Company alone. 
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~o town would like to have only one bntcher, one 
baker, or one bank. Does it not stand to reason 
that cornr;E'tition is the .::;oul of hu.siness? 

The Tm~ASURER: A lot of the land i.q under 
agreernent now to the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company. 

Mr. LJ~NNON : That is all v.ry well. It ie 
easy to see that the Treasurer i' actually in col­
lusion with the hon. member for Brisbane::'\ orth. 
It is only by and by that we shall find the 
inwardness of the matter. "\Vhen rogues fall out, 
honest 1nen Clime to their own.!. I arn not using 
that in a personal sense, but as a nwde of express­
ing my thought c.;, At present we cannot gauge 
the matter, but there ii! some little hanky-panky 
work, as the hon. member for Brisbane North 
says. He po~es a,~ an au~hority on ha.nky-panky, 
and no doubt he will be able to understand tbe 
full force of my remarks. 

Hon. E. 13. 1CORHES1': Just the remark I 
applied to yourself. 

::\fr. LENNON : That has been the result of 
all that agitation. The Colonial Sugar Hefining 
Company have come out triumphant. They are 
monarch of all they survey in that district. 
Owing to the Premier's scandalous treatment of 
that deputation, his act of repudiation is con­
demned by all jnst laws. ~o one knows it 
better than the hon. member for Towns vi !le, 
and I thought he would have managed even 
now to acknowledge that they shunld have the 
mill. But the present Treasurer comes as the 
apologist of the Colonial Sugar Relining Com­
pany-of course, we can draw onr own con­
clusions. 

The TREASURER: The Comptroller advised 
strongly against it. 

Mr. LENNUN: Still, under the trust fund, I 
think the Treasurer is Justified in drawing cer­
tain deductions from the large increase in the 
SavingsBankdeposits, but not all the deductions. 
He has had a. gntifying increase in the two last 
comparisons, 1905-6 against 1906-7, and 1906-7 
against 1907-8-£400,000 increase for the first 
term, and .£380,000 for the second term. That 
is a gratifying index of the saving qualities of the 
people, and the only fault I have to find is that 
we have only some 100,0UO odd depositors. The 
number ought to be double that figure. It is all 
very well to say thnt 100,000 people in Queens­
land h"ve e"ch £50 in the Savings Bank. It 
would be much better if the Treasurer was in a 
position to say that we had 200,000 with £25 or 
,£30 each. 

The TREASURER: \Ve hope to be able to say 
that that is so. 

Mr. LENNON: I do not think you will, but 
I should be very glad if you could say it. In re­
gard to the agricultural ant! the sugar industry, 
the Treasurer regrets that his Estimates have 
not been rear.hed by reason of the many pests, 
frosts, and what not. In the North, I am sorry 
to say, there is a new pest in the shape of bush 
rats, which are doing injury in that district. I 
am sorry the Premier does not make any refer­
ence to railways in the North of Queensland. 
Except for the Cloncurry line, which invohes a 
large expenditure, I do not know of any large 
work which has been going on in the North of 
Queemland for the last ten years. In theivlackay 
district they have had considerable sums spent 
in making a road over the Eungella Range, and 
no doubt we shall hear presently of a further 
indication of goodwill towards the hon. member 
for Mackay in the shape of an extension of the 
Mackay Railway. But is it not remarkable 
that in my district, which embraces over lOO 
miles of coastline, you never hear of any expen­
diture nor of any talk of building a rail way 

there? As to giving a sugar-mill to that rart of 
the country, that i··· entirely out uf the question. 
If the juniur member for l~Iackay ami I could 
change our rc-;pecti ·. e placAs \\'8 should not. lJe 
long in getting a n1il1, and pos:-;ibly one or two 
vrospective railways. I a,ked tbe Premier the 
other day if he lmd received a petition from the 
Johnstone IliYer Progn.;;s ..:\._sf'nr;iBtion regc~rding 
the opening up of Mnurilyan Harbour, and the 
construction of a railwaY in connect-ion tbrdre\vith 
for the development of "the .Tohnstone .River dis­
trict, and he tal~ me that he had. Later on I 
asked him if he had ,;iven the petition considera­
tion, and he replied that he ha-1 not, and he gave 
the further unsatisfactory information that it 
\Vas under considAration. The hon. gentleman 
has been consi(leriug the que~tion of a central 
sugar mill for about four years. Since the time 
the Morgan .i\ .. dminit;tration can1e into power a 
deputation has waited on the Premier once or 
twice a year with reference to necessary improve­
ments to the horbour. The matter has been 
reported upon by the Engineer for Harbours and 
Rivers, and he estimated that £3,500 would 
malce the entrance perfectly safe, but we cannot 
get the work done. Once inside that harbour 
yon are in the dafest harbour in Queensland, 
and beyond" all question the most picturesque 
harbuur. The Pnuress Association urged the 
Government to take over from the 11ourilyan 
syndicate their wharves, sheds, and a 2-feet 
gange tramline, and to con vert the tramline 
into a 3 feet G inch railway, and extend 
it towards the Range. If we had an instal­
ment of that we should be satisfied, but what 
sort of chance have we of getting anything from 
a Premie,r w pachydermatons as the hon. 
gentleman is, so long as, to quote the words 
of Shakes~eare, he can show "a fair round belly 
with good capon lined"? \Vhat does he care for 
the X orth so long as he can ride about in a motor 
car ? Speaking of motor cars, I have been 
assured by a Brisbane dealer in motor cars-I 
suppose an importer or agent for a particular 
make of motor cars, and a supporter not, per­
haps, of the present nominal Premier, but cer­
tainly of the Philp party-that those motor cars 
which cost £2,100 could have been landed in 
Brisbane for .£500 less than that sum. \Vhat 
does the Premier care for the North so long as he 
can pose as the gre~tt man in Queensland who 
hands out much Government largess with a free 
hand ? He cares nought for the people up 
there, becanie he has entered into a com­
pact with the party of boodle, with the 
capitalistic power, whose representatives are 
sitting h,.hind him. No man writhed more 
under the criticism than did the hon. gentleman, 
but before he left for }~ngland he told a Southern 
Press representative that he had then one news­
paper supporting him, and that he would soon 
have two. There was a time when he had no 
new•paper in the metropolis supporting him, and 
he started a paper of his own called 'l'he Freeman, 
but now he wants nothing of that sort. He has 
the power of the Press and of a sugar company 
at his back. \Vhy not? Does he not do their 
bidding? And, if he does their bidding, as a 
good, obedient servant, he expects to be paid. 

Hon. E. B. J<'oRRES1': Oh, oh! You should 
not say that. 

Mr. LENNON : I do not wish to offend the 
tender susceptibilities of the hon. m em her for 
Brisbane .North, and when I say that I do not 
say they are bribing the Premier--

The TREASURER: You said in so many words 
-that he wanted to be paid. 

Mr. LENNON: I am glad to see that the 
hon. gentleman is not so pachydermatous as biB 
leader. 

Mr.lmntm.] 
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Hon. E. B. l•'oRREST : Come, come; rlo a fair 
thing. 

The TREASUHER: Give a fair deal. 

Mr. LENNON: I give as f<tir a deal as the 
hon. gentleman does. I have never had a fair 
deal from the Treasury bench since I h'we been 
in the House. 

The TREASUHEH: You have had " fair deal 
from me. There was no beating about the bu<h 
in that matter. 

Mr. LE NI\ ON: The fair deal I h:we had from 
the hon. gentleman is an unqualified refusal. 
Forti. ve or si.x years the Government have been 
dar.gling a promise like a bunch of carr<Jts before 
n1y consti.tnent8, and then tbev uive thetn an 
unqualified nfusal. Tnat is the~ fair deal we 
have got. The Government practicallv said 
"\Vhat do we care about you now that '>~e hav~ 
the fr,rce of the capitalists behind us?" The 
Trefcsurer gave me a candirl reply, but I .;ay it 
wa,s a distinct and unr1ualified refusal which was 
not justified by the circumsl:tnces, ,.ncl which is 
not fair. Now I pass on to a,nother matter 
under the heading of""' Railwnv:-;. '' rrbe Ca,rdwell 
Shire is about SO miles fdrther snuth than 
the ,Johnstone River. It is only a qnall shim 
as far as income i:; concerned, but it hat; a 
large territory. It has ,,ome go•>d lancl, bnt 
1t h~s also et large quantity of pot,f land. 
ancl 1t hail an abund:nJce of Yerv golJd tirn­
ber. The penple of that dJstric't anpliec! to 
th~ Railway Departnwnt for the sn;vey of a 
ram"ay from a lJlace called Oyster l'oint to the 
Tnlly River. The reply they got wa;; that the 
dernrtrnent had nq snrveyor to spa.ro for that 
work. Then they went to the Home Secretary, 
and ~Lsked 1f they cnulcl get a,nything or :tnyone 
from the GoYernment to e'nable thern to bavt:' R. 

survE-y rnade, and to get a report and an fsti~ 
mate of the cost of building the railway. J3ut 
the reply wa:s, No, they had no monny fur that 
purpose. Alter a lot of correspondence, they 
wrote t.o the ,JinnF! Sr:cretary's Departmen't 
for adnce, ana the departm~nt recommended 
~hat they should lnc~u no exp~'n:s~ in emp!oy­
Ing a t'Urveyor of then own, wh1eh would cost 
about £:000 or so, but to apply to the Trettsurer 
for a loan to enable them to build a tram­
line under the Local \llorKs Lu ms Act. After 
waiting a considerable time poor little Card well 
got thiB reply-
The Clerk, Cardwell Shh·e Council, Canlwcll. 

The Trc~umrs-, 
Brisbane, 7th Deeember, lD1 8. 

Sir.-\Vith reference to your lr-·tter of the l:!th ultimo 
inquirin~ if a loan would be granted for the constrne­
tion of a tramway from Oysterl'oint to tllB Tnlly liiYer, 
I have the honour, by directiou. to inform you that the 
Government are not prepared to grant a loan for the 
:rmn10se named.-I have, etc., 

\Y. L. Fon LI:s. 
ender .Seeretary. 

_'\.nother l'ery curt and abscJlutely unqualified 
refustd. The Shire of Card well owes the 
Governn1Emt no rnoney, a.nd, as far as rny kno-v­
ledge goes, never owed them any tnon8y, ancl 
never had a loa~ f~um them, and this is the way 
thev treat a dJStnct like that. They have not 
had a.ny Go\Ternruent money spent there fnr 
the last ten year.:, except such nece,cary expendi­
tu~e as that required for a scbool bnilding or ROllle~ 
thmg of that kmd. Compare ttmt treatment with 
the treatment they mete out to the Dalbv dis­
trict, where they can get anything they like­
railwctys, bore9, and what not. 

Hon. R. PHILP: They hi\ve two trctmlines in 
that ilistrict. 

J\lr. LENI\ON: The h<m. member has been 
carrying on a conversation with the member next 
to him, and cannot possibly have followed me, 

[Mr. Lennon. 

becftuee I was referring just now to Card well. I 
have left ,J uhnstone Hiver, and I am nuw iu 
Card well. 

Htm. R. PR.ILP: I thought you were talking 
about the ,J ohnstone River. 

Mr. LENXOI\: I was talking of a proposed 
railway from Oyster Point to the Tully River in 
the Card well district. Here is a shire that 
always kee1Js its obligations and is wanting a 
loan and cttrmot get it, possibly becau,;e they do 
not support the present Government. If that io 
the rea8oll, it IS a reason that has corne to stay. 
I can say that the people of Card well are very 
much disappointed. Other districts can get 
loans "ithout trouble, "hile they are refused. 
~"I he hun. rnember f(Jr Bowen got a, lPan for the 
Proserpine, and it is fortunate that be got, it wheu 
he did, becanoe he is one of the members that are 
said not to be supporting t be Governrnent ~:o 
heartily now as <e short time back. I now 
approach a n1atter which I feel to be of very 
great impnrtance-that is, dealing with the refer­
ences to Commonwealth affairs in the ]financial 
Statement. On page 8 of the Statement, we 
are tnld that un<ler the Surplus Revenue Act 
the Federal Government have power to appro~ 
pri3te the whole ,,f the unexpended balance of 
the one-fumth part uf the Customs and Exci"e 
revenne. I S.":lY it iq uwi11g to the gre~tt 
econnt11y exerci..-f d by the ~Federal Governn1en t 
that there i . ., any ~urplu,, re\·entF· at all. If 
they lu'l-l spent tl1e woucy, a~.; th .. y rnight ha\e 
done, in n-·pairi11g td~graph linf- and buildint;' 
new post offices and repairing ot_hers, rtnd carry­
ing- ont ether ser\'ices, then~ '"·ould has2 bet:n no 
necGS'::iit.} for the 8urplus Revenue .Act, beca,n:-;:e 
thPre \Vou/d hc1.Ye been no .surplus rt -/enue. It 
re1nindt> me of the bJy \Vho was eating a rosy 
apple, ancl was asked by another boy for a bite. 
It was refused. " Then give rne the core," said 
the other boy. ''There ain't going to be no 
core,'' wa,s the an,3wer. If the Oomnwnwealth 
Government had cho6en they could have S]JGnt 
all the money, and then there would have been 
no core. _._.\.nd I would af'k whether it is right 
th.tt they should be twitted for spending what 
waH thc1r own. ~..\__~ to the fe:1r of what the 
Federal Uoyernment will do, I think ";hat 
they ha Ye done in the past is a pretty good 
indication of what we 1uay expect ; and, as 
they haYe treated us well in the past, I 
think we nmy expect them to treat us fairly 
well in the futme. I make allo1Yance for 
the Premier, who i" soon to attend a con· 
ference on thi . .., questiqn; but \Vhile I com­
nlend hi1n for try1ng to ruake the best bargain 
he can for the State of Queenebnd, I do not 
commend him for the bellicose attitude he adopts. 
He is going to fight the Federal senators; and I 
think he will get quite enough fight before he l13,s 
done. This is such an important matter, and so 
surronnde i and permeated with difficulties, that 
l approach any discussion on tbe question with 
the greatest diffidence. I say that the Chief 
Secretary, realising the gravity of the rnatter, 
which is one that is really only cap~tble of being 
treated by a body of experts, shonld approacb it 
with an open minrl. l<'ortunately, the :Federal 
J....Jabour party is in power, and when he goe;-1 
Routh he won't be so cockv. \Ve know that 
"every cnck crows iwst on hi.s own dnnghill ";but 
when the bon. gentleman gets to l\Ielhourne he 
will crow in quite a rninor key, and not in the 
111ajor key we are accustorned to hear. I witnt 
now to speak n.bont imrr1lgration, which is in the 
air as well as in the :Financial Statement. l<'rom 
the date of separation until the end of the 
financial year 1007-8, we bave spent in ilnmigra­
ti0n fron1 re\renue, .£573,000 ; fron1 loan, 
£2,767,000; and from trust fLmdo, £·152,000; 
making a total of £3,793,569, less contributions 
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1Jy immigrants amonnting to £440,000, or a 
grand net total of £3,347,fi37 19s. Sd. Roughly 
S[Jeaking, that is one-thirteenth, or about 8 per 
cent., of our entire debt spent on immigration. 

:\Ir. Amr3TRONG : That money was spent over 
twenty ye:>rs ago. 

Mr. LENKON: \Ve were "pendinl! it in sums 
of £1Gc;,ooo in 188';\.5, £193,000 in 1885-G; last 
year we spent £36,550; and this year it is pro­
posed to spend £50,000 on bringing people here, 
and £3,000 for nec•ssary expenses on their ar­
rival. That brings me up to the fact that, in 
spending !HOney on innnigration, we should have 
a care as to the kind of immigrants that are 
brought here. \Ve lcuow very well that some of 
the so·C'L!lrd domestic servants that have been 
brough~ here quite recently are not quite so 
dome.,ticated as they ought to be. \Ve know of 
one unhappy occurrence that took place over the 
wny--to which 1 will not refer. \Ve also know 
that there l as been some trouble in connection 
with .1\._ntonio Torio. 

Hon. :B;. B. FORl1EsT : Ah ! 
l\lr. LE:\'NOl'l: I will gi\·e the hem. member 

for :\J orth Bricibane, l{on. E. ]3. Forrest, tiine to 
recoYer from that >hock. Comillg- to the subject 

of advertb:ir g thH 0tate, we hn,ve 
[8.30 !J.lll.] already had a sanq•le of the kiud nf 

nch·nrthdng thc1t. i:-:; )!ning on. \V 8 
have ~pent £!iJ.lOO during thB last four year.-:, 
ilnd I say th<tt money ~pent cm adrertl;.;ernents 
like tlw.-;r:.: we htt.Ve s.ePn rL~:entlv in some of 
the i:;"Jes of the London Daily Iiiail is abc J­
IuV.;Jy wa;-;trd. And it is worse than that, be­
cause it ic5 directly misleading peoplP, \Vhy, the 
advertisement in the Du:iu lliaiL to which I 
refer, and which I understand wst £.250 for 
one is .ue-I sc.y it tc'lls deliberate lies. All 
the ttdes of Alice in 1\'onderland and the 
Arabian Nights :n1d such things rue ruuch rnore 
111odcrate than the advertisement in tile fltd),'/ 
},Iail. They make it to >"ppear th~t we have 
tbon·~anrls of acrr~ of Yirgin soil waiting fnr the 
t·Lmgh, ·waiting for John Hodge of Ply1nouth or 
some other place to come here and 1nake it their 
own. In no part of Australia is there good land 
which i~ unalienated near fl railway or within 
acce::'K of a rail WRY or good r<,ad where 1nan 
<;oulrl go and take ]t np immediately. 

1Ir. AmrsTRONG: Yes, there is. \Vhat about 
the Oapella and Emerald lands? A.< ;sood as any 
in Antitralia,. 

Mr. LEI'\NOK: The land in the neighbonr­
hoocl of Uapella is some of the best land 1 have 
eYer set eye~ upon) but the best of that land if; 
freehold, and if it is not freehold it ie taken up 
nnrlPr leasehold. 

J\Ir. AmiSTRONG : Leasehold is not freehold. 
Jl.lr. CoYXE: Some of it is locked up for years. 
II'Ir.LE:'\NON: \VhataboutMountl<'ox? The 

(ioverninent srnt out rnen to survey the land 
before it can be orened for ;•election; but bv 
reason of the Iniserable pay they give surveyors 
they compel a capable yonng surveyor to 
lnve onr shon c, and eeek profitable work else­
where. If it is leasehold, "nd the property of 
the Government, still people cannot go and take 
j~ up. 1'bey cannot say, "Cmne along Jonest 
J3rown, or l:;mith, this land is for you." They 
have to give notice of resurnption. 

J\Ir. AmrSTHOXG: It is precisely the same the 
world 0\·er. ' 

Jl.fr. LE::"JNON : I am speaking about the 
advertisement. They say there are thousands 
of acres ready for the plough. 

J\lr. AmiR'IROXG : So there are. 
J\Ir. LENNOK: There is no good land open 

for selection either here or in X ew South \Vales 
within a re>"sonable distance of a rail way, or 

within access of a road, that a man can con1e 
from England and go to work upon straight away. 

2\Ir. Am!Sl'RONG : Of course not. 

Mr. LENNON: Then why advertise it, if it 
is not true? 'l'he hon. member recog-nise; I am 
right. \Vhy throw dust in the eyes of the 
people in England? It is ab<unl. Then they 
speak about the wonderful mining industry-the 
nuruber of rninerals-onr tin, copper, wolfrarn, 
and ail the other things too numerous to read. 
They spe·ak about the wonderful riches of Mount 
Morgan; the total yield of gold from Charters 
TowelS and Gyrnpie. They say the Government 
are offering- a reward of £fJ00 or £1,000 to dis­
cover new fields, and you can get a miner's t:ight 
for ;)s. They wish to make these people believe 
that all they he ve to do is to come here and pay 
f)s. for a In1ner'~ right, and then go to work aud 
get this reward of £500, or find a lYiuunt 
Morg>tn. They are trying to make these 
poor deluded people believe that they can 
come out here and do these thing·.<. \Vhy 
make ourselves ridiculous in the eyes of the 
world? Let u:-; ac~ like som:nble peoPle. LRt ns 
tell the bare, plain facts of the nmntry. '.rhey 
can bear inve~tigation. \Ve have a. splendid, 
t;tlUn' ry-vn enonnons terdtory with rich soils, 
.'-plendid cllnw.tP, and every Iniuen\.l under the 
sun. 'rell the plain fact.,, and let then1 ~peak f111' 
thern. elve8, lJut du not let u.:; make tlnr . ..:.ehes 
ridicnlons, :=ts we are doirg at the rate of £2;)0 a 
cloy in the Daiip ;]fail. I leave that >ul>ject for 
the uresent, aud C•)ntinne 1nv remarks about 
imrntgr3,tinn. \Ve ought tn be 'very particular in 
regard to the hnmigrantl~ we bring here. I hav1': 
n•J doubt of that. I depicted how these adver­
tJsermuts may delude thP people ~bout the coun­
try here, but I say the treatment meted out to 
Antnnio Torio \vonld do 1nore harn1 if it Wllti tntt 
in the Dni/11 Jlfail than all the adverti.<ement:; 
put in the Dail!t Jlai/ for twelve months. Let 
1ne, first of all, say, before I approach this matter, 
I have alreil<ly spuken briefly, and my remarks 
have not re< uived the cordiality I expected. I fir.,t 
of all desi.re to express rny thanks to the seuior 
1Ilflnber for N nrth J3risbane for his conrte:-:y in 
offering men :-;ight of the parers in cnnnect;ion 
with thh case. I think it is clue to the hon. 
wernUer for me to 1nake this statement, and I 
thank him for his kindnes, and courtesy in 
offering to allow me to~ pernse thof'e pap en.;. 
I:;n~ I, as a rrpre·,·entative of a constituency, 
consider tb:>t I brtve privileges of my own, and 1 
should not be nnder any oblig«tion in a matter 
connected with the business of the country to 
the hon. member. I shon!d be able to go to a 
Government department and see those papers 
mpelf. I went to the Chief Secretary's OHice 
a couple of days ago, and I saw the Under 
Se•Jretary and asked permission to ]Jeru'e the 
papers reloting to Antonio 'forio, and the Under 
Secretary said he could not give me permission. 
I asked for the papers to be tabled in the House. 
I did that first, but the Premier refused to 
table them, wi~.h a shrug of his shoulder.s, and said 
it ·was onl:y a, Federal n,atter, and of no impor­
tance whatever. That is hiA idea. I followed 
the mattH up, and saw the F nder Secretary f1nd 
asked him, as I think I ha ,-e a right to ask 
as a representative of the people of that district. 
The people take a Yery great in tere't in this man's 
case. 'l'his man has been a bmden on the public 
charity of the Ingham people for the last twelve 
months, and they asked me to investigate it, and 
I am only doing my duty in inve,tigating it. 
The Under Secretary told me Ire could not let 
me see the papers wi'thout the vermission of the 
Chief Secretary. I did not think I would be 
justified, after his refusal to t>"ble the papers, 
in asking the Hon. the Chief Secretary to let 
me see the papers. Consequently I have not 

Mr. Lennon.] 
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seen the papers. I am therefore not aware of 
the arrangement substituted by the Colonial 
Suf(ar Refining C<>mpany for the Compensation 
Act. No doubt they mC~y luve many provisions 
in their substituted agreement that <>re of benefit 
to the participators, but the fact remains that 
they pmcticaliy contract themselves ont of any 
liability under the Act. This thing should nob 
be tolerated by any democratic country. The 
Govcrn1nent have promised to bring in a.1nend~ 
ments to this Act, like many other>, and they 
drop them at the dictation of the junim:member 
for :\Iackay, or possibly the senior member for 
Townsville. Having tried all I could to see 
those papers, and having failed-having asked 
in a straightforward manner for• the papers to be 
produced in this House, and refue,ed-I am 
thrown back on the necessity of reading the 
ctflid•wit of Antonio Torio himself. Let me s<>y 
this: This is a copy of the affidavit cont<>ining 
the rnan's sworn staterr1ent in connecLion ·with 
his injuries. I am not responsible for the state­
ment. I do not know from my own knowledge 
whether they are understated, or whether they 
are overstated. I do not know anything further 
of the facts than what is stated in this paper in 
my hands. I have seen the man now in the dep6t, 
and he appears to be unable to work. He came 
out here from Trieste, Austria, <>C the age of 
nineteen years, a little over a year ago, and he is 
therefore, only twenty years of age. He assures 
me his people in Austria are poor people, and we 
cannot send him home to Austria, a cripple, to be 
a burden on their hands. The Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company has offered him a free passage 
back to Trieste, in Austria. But what is the 
good of him going back to his parents a burden 
on their hands for the rest of his life; o,nd he 
very properly, according to my view, refused 
their after. I think a duty devolves upon the 
Government to do something in this matter, and 
to see if they cannot bring to book some person, 
and make them pay proper and adequate com­
pensation for the injury. 

Hon. E. B. FORHJlE,T : "\V e will hear all about 
it directly. I have all the papers with reference 
to it. 

Mr. LENNOX: I had hoped that after the 
very kindly references I made to the hon. mem­
ber, he would have endeavoured to curb that 
turbulent spirit, and listened in peace and quiet­
ness to me. I hope he will listen to this story 
of Antonio Torio, and with the permission of 
hon. members I will read the affidavit of that 
young man. It is <>s foliows :-

Ingham, 9th May, 1908. 
1, Antonio Torio, make oath and state: I am nineteen 

years of age, I am a native of Cruseiza, in Austria; 
my father and mother reside there; on 4th June, 1907, 
I signed an agreement at Trieste, Austria, to come to 
Queensland to work for the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company; the company paid my fare ; I was examine1 
by a medical officer, and received a certificate stating 
that I was of sound bodily health before leaving 
Austria; the certificate is now in my H"ox at Ma.cknade 
Sugar Plantation, Herbert Hiver, :North Queensland. I 
arrived at Macknade about the 11th day of August, 
1907; I worked one week at ::vi:acknade Plantation; by 
instructions from an interpreter, who was working for 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company at Macknade 
Sugar Plantation, I proceeded to the farm of Mr. 
--, near Macknade; I at once went to work 
for ~ir. -- at cane cutting and loading cane on 
trucks, and worked for about five weeks. Wheu 
I was loading a truck the ladder I was climbing slipped, 
and I fell down on the ground and on the tram rail. 
The fall caused an injury to my left shoulder. 1 was 
unable to work, and went to Mr. --, and told him 
what bad happened to me. He gaYe me a lotion to ruh 
on my shoulder. I was unable to go back and work 
amongst the cane, but did some light work (chipping) 
about the house for three weeks. At the end or the 
three weeks my shoulder got so stitr that I conld do no 
work at all, and remained four days at Mr. -­
without worki!!g, for which Mr, -- charged me 6s. 

[Mr. Lennon. 

for board. At the e11d of the four day&; ~Ir. -gave 
me a letter and sent me to Macknade 1nill. Dtu·mg the 
three weeks and four dass that 1 was at Mr.-- he 
did not get me any medical attendance. 

I draw your attention to th<>t, J\Ir. i\faughan­
three weeks and four days without medical 
attendance. 
\Yhen 1 reached ~Iacknade I ~ave }lr. \'\ .... aring the 
letter that )lr. -gaYS to me. I gave Mr. \Varing 
to understand that my shoulder was sore, and that I 
eould not work. ::tlr. "Vfaring told me, through an 
interprrter, to go to work, go awaT, or go to gaol. I 
a~ked Jlr. \Vnring, through the interpreter. to send me 
to the hospital. Mr. 'raring, through the interpreter, 
said the company would not pay for hospital attendance 
for me. l remained nt 1-Iacknade for two weeks, living 
with other men in the barracks. I did no work during 
that time. Then a doctor examined me. That was fi:ve 
weeks and four dass after I met with tbe accillent. I 
did. not understand what tbe doctor said to me. A 
week after the doctor examined me a cuuntryman of 
mine, who bas now left Queensland and gone to 
America, came and spoke to me and .Mr. \Yaring, 
through my countryman, who acted as interpreter. 
)1r. \Varing said I 'vas to go to tbe hospital, and 
if I got right to come back and work, ~md the 
hospital fees would be stopped out of my wages. 
I went to the Inghan1 Hospital, and remained 
there three weeks, 'rhe doctor visited me. and 
attended to 111e daily. lie attenrted to my shoulder 
that was hurt at --, After I left the hospital 
I went back to Macknade; the doctor told me 
to go to 3Iacknade. I went there direct from the 
hospital. """hen I went back to Macknadc from the 
hospital Mr. \Varing told me go away. I did not do so• 
I sta\·ed at Macknade until about three weeks ago. 
whell the slorekeeper told me there was no more food, 
for me, and to go back to where I got hurt. 

You will see, Mr. Maughan, he was a kind of 
battledore and shuttlecock between these two 
men-

During all this time I was unable to work. I still 
remained at Macknade, living ou the charity of my 
countrymen and others. At Halifax a Greek gave me 3s., 
and a countr;yman gave me Is. and told me to come to 
Ingham. I came to Ingham on the tram. and arrived 
at Ingham on the 7th day o! :May. 1Vhen I arrived in. 
Ingham I was destitute. I told two men my condition 
when I got to Ingham, and they collected some monvy 
for me, and I am now staying at an hotel. I am still 
unable to work, owing to the accident, mr arm being 
quite useless. When the money that has been collected 
for me is spent I do not know how I will get a living, as­
I am unable to work. I neve1· at any time broke the 
agreement I made to work for the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company. 

AXTONIO TORlO. 
(his X mark). 

Taken and sworn before me at Ingham, in the State 
ol Queensland, this ninth day ol May, 1908. 

:MATTHEW KoLAX, J.P. 

Ingham, 9th }lay, 1908. 
Louis Sertori, duly sworn, states :-I understand tbe­

Italian langua~e. which An tonio Torio speaks ; I have 
interpreted the attached statement truthfully and cor­
rectly. 

L. SERTOIU. 

Taken and sworn be!ore me at Ingham, in the State 
or Queensland, this ninth day ol May, 1908. 

:MATTHEW NoLAN, J.P. 

Now, Sir, there is the simple narrative of the 
accident that has befallen this man. I never 
had anything to do with the preparation of that 
document any more than you had. It haa 
reached me because of the way he has been 
treated. As my attempts to get the papers 
laid on the table of the House failed, and 
as I was refused access to <>11 papers in connec· 
tion with the matter at the Treasurer's office, I 
have taken the only course open to me, and that 
is by reading that affidavit on the floor of thi3 
House. It is a duty which I owed to my con­
stituents-because this man has been living on 
public charity there for the past twelve months, 
-to get to the bottom of this matter. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
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hear ! 
North) 

1ne1nber 
Suo-ar Corn-

been ~change of parties 
has made a charge 

that hon. gentleman 
done everything he posR:ibly can to assist 
Colonial Sugar Refining Company. 

LENNON: He has the boodle vote now. 
E. B. FORRE8T : I do not know that 

he has. I say deliberately, just as delibentely 
as my friend spoke just now, that it is news to 
me to bear that the Treasurer has been assisting 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company in any 
way. 

The TREASURER: I do not know them at all. 
HoN. E. B. FORREST: The hon. gentleman 

does not know them, and, so far rts I know, he 
has no connection with them at all. I have not 
approached him at all in connection with any 
Colonial Sugar Refinery business, and really it is 
uot fair to sttddle the Tre,asurer with these 
innuendoes because it is only done with a desire 

him. 
Through being o,ssociated with 

ln·o·,n•>i<·i•w laughter,) 
E. D. FOR REST: I have heard for the 

first to-night of the letter which the hon. 
n1ember fur Herbert hati recei vtd from Treaa 
surer. I knew nothing whatever about before. 

:Mr. LENNON: Have I not admitted that it 
perfectly candid reply ? 

E. B. FORREST: You have. The 
Sug11r Refining Company are not trust-

to the Treasurer or to the .Ministry fnr any­
they want. 

LENNO.N: They jockeyed us out of our 
milt 

Ho.N. E. B. FOil REST: I will come to that 
J_.et us deal \vith one thing at a tirne. 

had been desirous of 
Sugar Refining Company 

would have mentioned that letter to 
me. He would have told me that a reply had 
been sent to the hon. member. 

The TREASURER: I never spoke to you about 
it after you spoke about the matter in the House 
the other night. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST : Then the hon. mem­
ber for Herbert has had the letter for three days, 
and this is the first time that I have heard of it. 

Mr. LENNON : I have been waiting for three 
days to speak. 

1908-2M 

GOYEENMENT ~iE:;;:iBERS ~Hear~ hear! 
VYhat about his 

: You 

say 
rnak\' aga.insb a man. 

I want to 

MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

the 

Hox. E. B. FOHREST: I am more par-
about referring to this, because there 

another gentleman not now connected with 
Committee, but who at time occupied 

dignified position Speaker oi this 
refer to Sir Cowley-aga1nst 

th0 samf' charg>C ha,~ l--:<:{~1 
From timo to time I have 

stat-ements made with regard to 
Cowley. \Ve have been told that 

he is connected with the Colonial Sugar Re­
fining Company-that he is a large share­
holder in the company, that he was pard by 
them for services rendered. and all that sort 
of thing. Now, I am glad that the subject 
has cropped up in connection with the Pre­
mier, because it gives me the. opportunity of 
giving an absolute and flat demal to any state­
ment of the sort. 

Hon. E. B. Forrest.l 
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[Hon .. E. B. Forrest. 
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rcesivcrl 
Uftieo, llacl 

under our not.ice by the 
and the facts of the case 

·v-rill be in the copy of a report received 
:from Jlackna.de. 

one of tbe company:"' pL1nt:-ttion:"i. 

: generou::-; to return a 
youth to htsb.tber and 

B. li'ORltEST 

papers you 
have? 

: That is alL I 
oorresoondence was 

in Brisbane, and 
I heard of hin1 was 

over to the doctors here 
what result I do not 
no more about him­

we want to kno\v some nwre about him. 
J\Ir. LE.!\'NOK: I want to hear about him, 
Ho:-.;. B. do I. So we 

interest in 

},fr. LE;\l'hJS It a good advertisement to 
get out xncr; }-i_ustrians. 

HoY. E. FOHREST say that 
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cost. 
SECRETARY :B'OR RAILWAYS: Not 

Ho:-r. E. B. FORREST: I know nothing 
about Mack"y, but I that other harbours 
have had their dredg·ing presented to them. 
The report show' that ttft.er debiting-

For the hire of the dredging plant, etc. £15,790 
-covering the period of ten years, prior to 
1903-· 

As well a."l the ba1•mce working ex-
penHes. a.t the defJlt the account at 
that d:tte 

A was -pnt up on 30th June, 

Stttrting then with the 
since been made-~·for the 
1903-8-

120,775 

debits have 
:five years, 

For working expenses 
Rent of plant 
Interest on the debit balance 
Redemption 

Less receipts for the same period, five ye~:trs 

200.943 
20.300 
29.~119 
8.500 

259,122 

1903~8 176,051 

83,071 

[Hon. E. B. ForreBt. 

The TREASURER: I think that 
auguratBd whilo ho was in the 

HoN. E. B. :FORREST: It may 
notwit.hsta11ding, a.nd I am calling o,cce:Hivu 

it that the hon. g·er1Hernan may not 

1908, is 
is over 
account. 
He, refers to a 
and here is. an 
joct--

mistake, as he tumbled 
you what he thinks of it, 
indebteJness on the 30th J un<>. 
instead of the £203,849. That 

impr:..rpor}y worked into the 
what u:' says in his report. 

he sent to the TreasurPr, 
extra.ct that bears on the sub-

In view of the yearly increasing indebtedness under 
tbe present system, and the very doubtful recovery of 
the amount in full, it alJI)ears to me que.stionable 
whether a of the practice of debiting the 

consolidated revenue with the 
may never be received--·as has been.. 

done dnrJng the past five yem·s, is justifiable. 

; ond I will just give an 
working <Jut oug-ht to be. 

was £4,742; interest 
Jnaintenance, accord-

£7,500. That 
reGeipts an1ounted 
That would leave 

rrhat is exc-ess revenue on 

HoN. E. B. FORRF;s.r: I say there was 
£23,000 to the good on last year's transactions, 
and that would prDvide, ir.terBs.t. and redemp~ 
tion on a loan of £500,000. Vie want to put 
the thing on a proper footing. I think the 
deduction drawn by the Auditor-General is 
not borne out altogether, but nothing would 
justify tho way they are treating the account 
-paying for permanent improvements out 
of revenue each year. It simply means the 
putting up of a big- overdraft. Inst£ad of put­
ting up a big ov£rdra£t, I say that pBrmanant 
works shou1d be paid for out of loan on a forty 
years' basis. 
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in1proYernents 
ill 

to carrv on 
due" receipts, we ;hall never 

out the improvements that are 
of Brisbane. We want to 

the complete system of port 
to be. 

The Pu:oiiER: \Yho wants to know that? 

11()x. E. D. FORREST: I do; and so does 
Brisbane. 

The PREMIER: Do :rou knov .... - ~,v-o 11ave stopped 
doing a.uything for want of rrwney? 

pro'<~-ernents. 

(Cook): I just want to make 
on one or two points that appeal 

reads as follows:--

Pertbshire was 
yesterday afternoon, 

That is the point 1 
gram goes on to 
another 
this 

I sav that is 
is going to 

wish to ma.ke. The 
with the departure 

telegram indicates ·that 
an· immense benefit 

have 

benefit that the North 
th-is service, because 

Jrlr. Dau;;las.) 
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: It is situated 4,000 feet 
and eclipsBs even the far­
district. In discussing this 

on the Committee the 
a State farm. It has 
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so 
arduous, 

di-V1-'l'. 

551 

this waR an 
had been placed before him, 
·that it required son1o serjous 

was intimated at the time 
would bo made into the 

cleputatiDn, 
Following 

]If r. Douglas.:! 
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be 
An Ho::mc:nABLic l'v1E1IBER: Has that been 

done? 

Do1tglas. 

Y C'S. I think this is an 
in connection with the 

matter. I 
sion has 
n;embers. 

the report of the commis­
been closely studied by hon. 

Mr. LESI"A: No; there have been too many 
other matters in the field. 

Mr. DOuGLAS: I do not wish to say that 
lax in this matter. 

Treasurer paid a visit 
must. from the fact of 

in the locality, have a 
the industry. I hope 

definite policy in 
the report of the 

Government for their 
I think thev would not 

they took a lead fr.om the pre­
in regaTd to dealing 

aliens from working 
quote, for the benefit 

from Melbourne 
Daily Nail of 24th 



Supply. 

Mr. Mackintosh.] 
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tax, and you will 

and 
:You \Yill haYe enough 

::\Ir. ::\Ln: What about the colleges' 

know several good men turned 
am! they are now farmers 

Mackintosh. 

I know a great n1any 
to grub out trees and 

to extract teeth. 
the Treasurer to 

to tho construe-
would any 

up along-
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The ;.)r:CTiETAnY J<'OR Pr·BLIC \YoRKS: 

Mr. W oorls.J 
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For servwes rendered. 

[Mr. Woods. 

would iike to sa}' it is for 
but it a suspwwus ap-
not know of an instanoo 

has h<wn dono in Queens-
not fully wlth rnining 

I know hon. members 
The Secretary is 

I hope that 
the Old-ag-e 

by which 
sixty-five to 

w.e Jnade a 
Parliament 

I think 

rnen~ 

driil men, 
attempt is 

railways the 
rail way \Vorks 

stop. Tho average 
district. where 

are-Shift bosses 
11s. a Ss. 5d. on the 

braoemen and banksmen, 
on the Government job 

a day, Govern1nent. 
lls 6d., and 9s. on 

; machine men, 
6d. ; handmen, 

fi<w<wlnn,erli• line; truckers, 
lOd., on the Go­

a day. I do not 
matters to-night. 

the leader of the Oppo­
rn-TrlnrTnw or before the session 

for the appointment 
to inquire into the 

Department. Not-
made in this Cham­
before, and the in. 
the management of 

the Stores Department, I contend that the 
Brisbane l:ranch of the railway stores is worse 
to-day than it. ever was before; and I think it 
is about time that this House took action, and 
insisted upon the biggt"st spending department 
in tho Stato being placed on a sound financial 
ba3is. 
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words. that the sum of £50 000 would he 
placeJ on the EO>timates for the assistance of 
the industry. I regret to say that tha.t has not 
bf r..:n dor::o, and that the Governn1ent haYe not 
shocn1 u,ny dispo::ntion to assist the industry to 
the exteut that it des<'rvcs. A distinct pro­
mise was giVen by the hon. member for Oxley, 
when he was f,Ilnister for Railways that one 
of the first Tailwav works undertaken would 
be the erection o( a new station at Gympie .. 
That promise has not been fulfilled and no 
prm·ision is made for the work on the Esti­
nu-:.,tes. \Yi th regard to the vote for immigra· 
tion, I do not propose to discuss that, except 
to say that I do not think we shall g-et the 
f,c·cat lc·Pnefits from it which some hon. mem-
1 .. ·rs claim. I have no objectwn to a cheap 
steamship s·ervic<e, but I would ask what bene­
fit is that g·oinp- to } ·' to the men who >York in 
the canf-'fi<,ld or in the tirnber rli~tricts along 
the coast? That scn-icr will prolm.lJ!y bring 
out more people' to competo with the workers 
aln:.ady here. 'rhe members of the community 
v:ho will l·-endit by this cheap service are t}w 
ow11ers of la.rge areas of dairying, a~Ticultura.l, 
and suuar landc and as they will reap the. 
benefit it confers'they OU'(ht to pa_y the cost of 
the service. \Yith rc~2;ard to floating a new 
loan, _I am not opposcc~ to borrowing mDney 
for ratlways a.nd other reproductive works. if 
the money is used judiciously, but I am op­
posed to extensive borrowing. \Ve have been 
carrying' out a goDcl many wDrks with money 
o1 Ltined frorn rcYenuc. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There was 
£2.000,000- of loan money in the Trca,-ury. 

:\Ir. RYLAND: I am aware of that, but a 
good many works have been carried out with 
:rponcy appropriated from reYenuc, not only iu 
l~ue.ensland, but also bv the Federa.J Gm-crn­
mcnt, throughout Australia. Last year the 
Federal Government spent nearlv £1,000.00() 
out of revenue on new works. O( course that 
is no reason why we should not raise mo~ev­
a li~ited amount of money-by loan for repro­
ductive works, and expend it in such a way 
~that those who reap the benefit from its expen-
diture will pay the. intore,;t bilL In the open­
mg para;rraph of the Financial Statement 
l'f'feroncc is made to the disturbing influonco 
of the Commonwealth on our finances. I do 
not think that is justified. It was contained 
in last year's Statement, and it is a misrepre­
sentation of the Federal Go.-ornment as re­
g-ards their finance. Last vear we practical'lv 
got fro~ the Federal Gover~1ment £88,000 ove;, 
the estimate. 

. The TREASURER: How much below our 
three-fourths? 

Mr. RYLAND: La,t year we got £61 000 
mow than the pn;vious year; and for the first 
fin> months of this financial year we received 
£55,000 more than we received for the 
first five months of last year, The amounts 
have been increasing all along the line from 
the time th~ Morgan Government took office. 
From the mception of federation the States 
have received £G,058,000 more than the three· 
fourths provided for by the Braddon blot and 
queensland has received £17,392 more' than 
her three-fourths. vVe have onlv been told 
abou~ Queensland being in the 'unfortunate 
positiOn of not getting back the whole of the 
three-fourth5, but, though Queensland last 
year received £44,000 less than the three­
fourths, Tasmania also suffered to thB extent 
of £19,685 .. Though some members opposite 
?Ondemn umfication, yet they want unification 
m _regard to making all the States pay when it 
smts. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Do you believe 
in unification? 

~Ir. UYLAND: The hon. member believes 
that the postal sNvice throughout the States 
should bo paid for ou a population basis, and 
that would bc tmification as regards the 
Post Ofiice. His party also advocate that the 
Fedora! GovE>rnrnon; should take over the 
t-\tato debts, knowing that some States have 
debts to the extent of £80 per head, while 
Vict-oria's debt amounts to only £H per head. 
That is the sort of unification some people 
would like: but I do not think it is just, or in 
accordance ,,·ith the spirit of the Constitution. 
Prior to federation a great deal of loan 
money was spPu t on our post and telegraph 
S{'Y\ ice;;; but. since fod>E:,ration they hav-0 been 
rnaintained without a single penny of loan ex­
penditure. Another point is that the High 
Court has d{Ccided that the three-fourths refers 
to the States as a whole, and not to the incli­
Yidual States. And Queensland is not the 
Cinclorolla of the Federation. \Vo arc prac­
tically the only State that has enjoyed a re­
duction of taxation sinc-J fedt>ration. The 
queJtion of the .-ugar hounty is an important 
one. a.nd last year tlw Fr·dera.J Governm<mt 
paid £568.0-00 a·. a bonus to while-grown 
~ugar; and also the, old-age pension~. 'vhich 
is to be paid out of the one-fourth, a.!thoug-h 

at the Premiers' Conference in 
[11.3() p.m.] :\!clbourne, at v;hich the Prt>mier 

was not able to remain until the 
dose, there was a resolution tabled stating 
that thev -n,-,cre agr<~eable that Hlurc than the 
one-fourth should be held by tho COlwnon­
wealth if they took oYer the rcoponsibi!ity of 
the cld-age pt>n·ions. In fact, the· ]Deal Press 
supporting the GoYt'rnrnont have advocated 
that the Federal Government should be 
allowed, if they took over thP respDnsibility of 
th<e old-ago pensions-inst•·a,d of keeping one­
fourth, they would b<> justified in keeping two­
fifths, that is about Ss. in the £1 instead of Ss. 
in the £1. It has been stated here that the 
States could carry on the old-age pensions 
better than the Commonwea.lth Parliarnen t. 
The Premier has not alwavs been of that 
opinion. I h&,ve h< ard h!m say tha.t the 
Federal Parliament were the host ones to 
carrv out a.n old-age pensions scheme. He 
also -said that at more than onn oonference, and 
I am quite oatisfied that the Federal Parlia­
ment is the best Parliament to carrv out an 
old-a,re pensions scheme. Although i,; Queens­
land and Victoria they havo old-age, pen­
sions, we must remember that three of the 
States o£ the Commonwealth have no old-age 
pensions, and will not have them until it is 
administered by the Federal Parliament.. It is 
a question whether we. >vou!d have had old­
acre pensions in force in Queensland if it were 
n~t for the fact that the Fed 'ral Parliament 
meant business in the matter, and the (,]ueens­
land Goverment was simply anxious to be first 
with the pwposal. However, it does not 
matter much. I am very pleased to sec the 
olr! people provided for, and that Queensland 
has not been bellind in providing for them. 
This legislation enabled the Premier when he 
went home to tell the people that. no C'lC in 
Queen,]and should dread old agP, a.-, they 
,.·ere provirled for in their old age. As 
regards this Surplu;; Revenue ~\et, it is 
the firot time the Fed<eral Parliament 
have ever worked under the provisions of 
tho Braddon blot, because it is the first 
time they have ever kept the full amount 
Df their one-fourth. The· Premier, when he 
was returning from the old country, proch,imed 
war aga.inst the Federal Parliament, and espe· 
cially against Federal Labour members. And, 
speaking here the other night, he said when 
he returned to Queensland he found there were 
two proposals. One apparently would only give 

Mr. Ryland.] 
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us--that is. the perpetuation of the Braddon 
clau,.• that proposed to give us only 
£o,UOO.OOO a year in5teacl of £8,500,000, a,; he 
said we got la, t year ; and, in the other pro­
posal, it was proposed to give us £5,000,0011. 
As re•\·ards these two proposals, the one that 
v·ould only give us £5,000,000 was the Labour 
party's proposal. If the Premier reads the 
proposal dra-wn up at the Labour Conference 
held in Brisbane. he will see it will give us a 
good deal moo·e than £5,000,000. The averagEe 
Tcc.·ipts from the Sta.h, for the last seven 
years ,•.vas, £7,740,000. According to· the 
Lal dUr party's proposal-taking the aYerage 
for Dx.e ~7ears, \Yhich I thi11k -will bP a fair 
thing-allowing for old-age pensions-the 
amount would! he a'Jout £7,000,000. \l'e 
must remember that two yE:ars before 1910 
tho Federal Governrnent \1-'ill tak-e over 
th · old-age JWllsiol!s, which will he deducted 
fro1n tho arnount, according- to the Lahour 
party', propo·,al. So if we put down the 
aw•ragp at £7,000,000, ancl allow £l,(JOO,OOO 
for ne '1' work,), that ny ans that thero Tvill le 
returllf cl to tlw States £6.000.000. Tha!c 
£6,000.000 i, dividd on a pclpula.tion lJa•is. 
The avcra.g0 population of "\ ustralia for the 
hst live years "·as a.bout 4,000,(:,00. If we 
divide t!w"4,000.000 P"ople into tiH' £5.000.0CO. 
it ',Yi1l 1nca.n £1 10::;. per hPad. 'That i., the 
Lalcmlr party' .. proposal-that the inha.bita.lllo 
of (~uc0n·.1anc1 will get returueJ to them .81 
10:-;. per head, n.ncl the total · .. ou:d incrca.•_e 
as 1 .~;pulatiDn increaROR. So that (Jueen:-:­
lanu. 1 ·ith an av-era'_e popuL1tion of 330,000. 
would get returned £793,000 a yt a.r. Tha.t is 
not lnr2-e reduction <Jll what l'i.'D have been 

i 1; tlw pa;. t. The la.st seY·Pn yc'a.rs tlw. 
a.YCTH.Q'f' ;,·-.·as £S7f.000. and \VC rnust n~n1cn1L€r 
that. ~,-c will be re lie' eel of our liabilitv <Jf 
£135.000 a year for old-ago pon"ions; so 'that 
I' e v;ould be £33.000 a year to the good under 
that proposa.l. It also propose , that we will 
get an incre~1 c:-ed amount \vith an in rr,ascd 
pnpulation. I do not know to what. cxknt that 
will be carried out. It would run iuto larc.c 
fig-ures if onr populali-on in~rea.sed largely. I 
n1igl1t ;;;a.v jn connf'ction \Vith thjs matter that 
thcr0 is. no d-efinite propooition for a.uy 
1·e--:luction of the £1 10s. pc>r hf'arl as our 
population i!F~r~'.a ".e.-1. as is done in Canac1o 
but I suppose that will be dealt 'Yith at t-lw 
Prcn1icrs' ConfPrenc,:-'. It is always afsun1erl 
tha.t onr Custmns and Excise ~r-evcnuf' is 
p;oing to jncr·CJ. •. lmt. I do not think -that 
they are g·oing to incr-ease. \Ye a.re sup­
posed to ha.ve ~ protective tariff jn An::::­
tralia, and the CL!stoms revenue will not in­
crease un(lcr a nrotective tariff. The tendencv 
\Vill b0 tovvard~ a reduction rather than to all 
i.ncr<-ase. ThA trend of public opinion shows 
that WE' will be following the example of New 
Zeainnd and Now f'outh \Vales, and that, be­
fore !o•1g-, there will bo less liquor imported. 
Probably there will bo none imported at all, 
and there will b0 a recluction of the duties 
fro;OJ that sonrce. 1 will be glad to s-ee the 
ti:mo ccnne, and it is cominv,. when the whole 
of the liquor tracle will be wiped ont altogether. 
\Yhat cli,i the Fecleral Parliament do the other 
c1a_v \Yith a strol'e of the pen? They wiped out 
the importation of opium altogether. So there 
was a big reduction in the rcvCnue from opium. 
-'-'\s the popu1ation incrca-:e'~. the Fedoera,l 
Labour narty's proporal will be found to bo of 
great ach·antrt:':c. The Premier. in speaking 
the other night, said th:1t the evil of the thing 
was that the States had no power to raise o~ 
lower the Customs and Excise duties. That 
was understood when the States entered the 
federation. If the Pr0mier want· to get back 
the power to levy Cnstoms duties, he must do 

[Mr. Ryland. 

awa.y with the federation firot. Sir William 
Lvne's proposal also includes taking over the 
State debts gradllally, and in thirty-five years 
relieving the States of all liability respecting 
the debts That means that in thirty-five years 
tho whole £250,000,000 of the State debts 
would be taken over by the Federal Parlia­
ment. Then, by borrowing at a cheaper rate, 
and providing for a sinking fund, it is pro­
posed to wipe out the whole of the debts in 
cightv-three years. That is Sir William Lyne's 
scheme. 'I'here will be no satisfaction nntil 
the finances of the States and Commonwealth 
are clear of one another. The prices of all 
commodities have gone up, but I am sorry 
that wa <res have not gone up in proportion. 
Thcro is no reason why they should not, as 
there is general prosperity in the State at the 
pn'sent ti111e. 

The House ro.sumcd. The Cn.uK,rAx re­
ported progr-osr::. and the Ccrnmittco obtained 
leave to :-it ag·ain to-rnoiTO\V. 

\YAR\HCK TO :\IARYVALE RAIL\VAY. 
,,~lTHDIUWAL OF PL.\XS, ETC., l'OR RLCTI­

}'ICATIO~. 

Tl1P SECRETARY .f(JE RAILWXYS: I 
tabled plans of the propoeccl J\Jaryvalc Rail­
wa.~~ to-da.:"', and I find, ~ incC> they 11.-" vc hr ~~n 
)aid on tlH~ table- that there is a slight. orrzn· 
in tlwrr1. I, then:.fore. lwu, l.y lea ye of the 
Hou~e, i.o '\vithdraw the plan. p;(ction, and 
book -of r-cfer€ncc cf fhF propo~t'd raihYay fron1 
-:\Iar,~Yalo tDR."f'th('r ,.vith the Con1n:issi-on-r:r's 
repo.rt th~u··oll; and to TI10YO tha.t the order 
for printinQ.- that report be rc~cinck•d. The 
plan~ will be tabl{~cl again on Tu0sday next. 
wlwn they haYe bc0n rectified. 

Qu.c~tion put and pa.s3cd. 

Th<? 1-Iouse adjourned at fiYB minnt.e-: to 12 
o'clock. 




