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THURSDAY, 10 DECEMBER, 1908,

The SpeakER (Hon. John Leahy, Bulloo) took
the chair at half-past 2 o’clock.

WARWICK-MARYVALE RAILWAY.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon, W. T. Paget, Mackay) laid on the table of
the House the plap, section, and book of refer-
ence of the proposed railway from Warwick to
Maryvale, in length 17 miles 25 chains ; also the
Commissioner’s report thereon ; and moved that
the report be printed.

Question put and passed.

KINGSTHORPE-GOOMBUNGEE
PRANCH RATLWAY.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS laid
on the table of the House the plan, section, and
book of reference of the proposed branch rail-
way from Kingsthorpe to Goombungee and main
ranges, in length 20 miles 60 chains; also the
Commissioner’s report thereon ; and moved that
the report be printed.

Question put and passed.

QUESTIONS.
JATLWAY PaAss FOrR MAYOR OF BRISBANE.

Mr. WOODS (Woothakate) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

1. Is the mayor of the city of Brisbane supplied with 4
gold pass or the ordinary manuscript or card pass ?

2. Does such pass apply to the whole of the State
railways P

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—

1. A gold pass.

2. To all State railways in Queensiand.
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CLONCURRY-MoOUNT ErrioTT RAILWAY.

Mr, MAY (Flinders) asked the Secretary for
Railways—

1. Can he give e any definite information when the
construction of the Cloncurry-Mount Elliott Railway
will be commenced ?

2. Are 21l the formalities in conunection therewith
completed ?

3. Which of the three surveys of route has been
decided upon?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—
1. No. The construction cannot be commenced until

the estimated cost has been arrived at and agreed to by
the company. This is being determined now.

2. Not yet; but they are well in hand, and I see no
likelihood of delay.

3. From Cloncurry wie Duck Creek, Red Rock, and
Granite Creek to Hampden, thenece vig Mageie’s and
Gidyea Creeks to Mount Kiliott by the cheapest route
available under the agresment.

DEgp SINKING AND PROSPECTING VOTES.

Mr. JACKSON (Kennedy) asked the Secre-
tary tor Mines—

What are the total approximate amounts advanced
out of the deep sinking and prospecting votes since 1886
to the following mineral fields:—Charters Towers,
Gympie, Croydon, Ravenswood, and Clermont?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon.
J. G. Appel, Albert) replied—
Deep sinking vote— £ s d.
Charters Towers 6,813 14 5
Gympie .. 15264 13 0
Croydon . 14494 4 6
Ciermont 1,628 16 6
Ravenswood ... 234 5 7
Prospecting vote—
Charters Towers 1,157 19 3
Gympie 2,848 111
Croydon 831 9 8
Clermont (including Anakie) 3,905 0 7
Ravenswood ... . 453 12 9

EARTHWORKS ON ToLGA-JOHNSTONE RAILWAY.
Mr. MANN (Cairns) asked the Secretary for
Railways—
1. Is the statersent in to-day’s Courierthat the earth-

works on the Tolga-fohnstone Railway will not be
started nntil afterthe wet season correct?

2. If correct, what is the reasou for the delay?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—
1. No; but it has been necessary to temporarily

delay the actual construcrion.

2. Because the working plans are mnot ready. The
surveyor who was engaged on this work resiened to take
up a position at Bowen. Another surveyor has been
sent, but the change makes some delay unavoidabile.
The clearing at the Tolga eud of the line has been com-
pleted. .

Casgs CoMMITTED FOR TRIAL AT GEORGETOWN.
Mr, NEVITT (Carpentaria) asked the Chief
Secretary, for the Attorney-General—

Is it not a fact that for some yearsall eases committed
for trial at Georgetown were committed to the cireuit
court at Normanton?

The PREMIER (Hon.
hampton) replied—

Since 1901 there have Dbeen
Georgetown to a circuit conrt;
to Normanton.

W. Kidston, Rock-

five committals from
such committals were

VEssELS aT PORT OoF BROADMOUNT.
Mr, JONES (Burnett), for Mr. Hardacre,
asked the Treasurer—
1. How many vessels have had to wait twenty-four

hours for the tide in order to enter the portof Broad-
mount during the last five years ?

2. What were the names of such vessels, if any?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Questions.

The TREASURER (Hon. A. G. C. Haw-
thorn, Enoggera) replied—

There is no record iu Brishane of any such delays; but
the portinaster has instructed the harbour-master,
Rockhampton, to supply the information if possible.

TRAMWAY ACCIDENTS IN BRISBANE.

Mr. McLACHLAN (Fortitude Valley), for
Mr. Lesina, asked the Home Secretary—

What is the number of accidents, fatal or otherwise,
reported to the Police Department as happening upon
or in counection with the Brisbane tramways from
the date of the passing of the Brisbane Traffic Actof
1905 to the 30th November, 1908¢

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. T. Bell,
Dalby) replied—

The number of accidents in connection with the
Brishane tramway traffic, from the date of the passing
of the Brishane Traflic Act to the 30th November, 1608,
reported to the police is as follows :—

Tatal 5
Serious ... ... 69
Slight v 111

Total ... 185

Exprosives Usend aT Mount MORGAN.

Mr. McLACHLAN, for Mr. Lesina, asked the
Secretary for Mines—

In connection with the inquiry at the dount Morgan
Mine. will he ascertain what quality of explosives is
used in the mine, and if it is true, as stated, that_the
Mount Morgan Company contemplate using exploslves
manufactured by the De Beers Company by the aid of
black labour in Soutb Africa?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES replied—

The department has no knowledge of the inteptions
of the company, and has no authority to require the
information to be furnished.

ABOrIGINALS ON NORTHERN CANE FARMS.

Mr. MULCAHY (Gpgmpie), for Mr. Ryland,
asked the Home Secretary—

1. Ias an order been issued by the Home Secretary’s
Department prohibiting the employment of ahoriginals
on cane farms in the North?

9, Ts the Home Secretary aware that aboriginals are
being employed on Northern cane farms at 2s. 6d. per
week all the yearronnd?

The HOME SECRETARY replied—
1. Yes. .
2. No.,

S8, ¢“ PORPOISE.”

Mr. McLACHLAN, for Mr. Lesina, asked
the Treasurer—

Is it a fact that the Government has purchased th_e
iron screw steamer “ Porpoise,” owned by the A.U.S.N.
Company, Limited?

The TREASURER replied—
No.
COMMISSION TO PB.IVATPjg LAND AGENTS,

Mr. McLACHLAN, for Mr. Lesina, asked
the Secretary for Public Lands—

1. Is the number of settlers (1,076), and acres selected
(1,023,670), mentioned in the return relating to private
agents recently tabled, up to 30th June, 1808, or up to
date, 30th November, 19087

2, If up te 30th June last, what amount is still
owing a8 commission to private agents¥

3. Is it true that certain agents have not received
their commission yet ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. D. F¥. Denham, Oxley) replied—

1. Up to 30th June, 1908.

2. £378 10s. 3d.

3. Yes.
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REINSTATEMENT OF JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.

Mr. KEOGH (Rosewood), without notice, asked
the Chief Secretary —

If it is his intention to have those gentlemen who were
removed off the commission of the peace a short time
ago reinstated ; and if not, whetherit will be necessary
‘to have those names resubmitted and approved of?

The PREMIER replied—

There is not the slichtest intention of reinstating
them en bloc, and, if any hon. member wishes any of
them reappointed to the commission of the peace, they
can nominate thein in the ordinary way, and they will
be considered just as any ordinary appointment

Mr., KrocH : They will have to be recon-
sidered.

The PREMIER: Yes.
ordinary appointment.

The same as any

BIDDENHAM DPASTORAL HOLDING.

On the motion of Mr. COYNE (Warrego), it
was formally resolved—

That there be laid on the table of the House copies of
all papers in eonnection with the claim made by the
lessees of Biddenham paustoral holding (Charleville land
agent’s district) on a selector on that run named Harry
Smith, for half cost of a dam which was constructed
after a portion of the holding was resumed, and of
which portion Smith’s selection forms part.

PORT ALMA RAILWAY.
Lrave 1o INTRODUCE BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.
(Mr. W. J. R. Maughan in the chair.)

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, in
moving—

That it is desirable that a Bill be introduced to
validate an agreement entered into hetween the Secre-
tary for Railways, for and on behalf of the Government
of Queensland, and the Rockhampton Harbour Board
for the construction of a branch line of railway from
Port Alina to » point on the maio line ot railway from
Rockhampton to Gladstone, and to authorise the con-
struction of the said railway, and to make provision for
certain matters incidental thereto—
sald he might be in order, although it was a
little unusual at this stage, if he gave particulars
of the Bill to be introduced.

Mr. BowMAN: A very wise course.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: In
deference to the wish expressed by hon. members,
he would like very briefly to refer to some of the
particulars contained in the Bill. The length of
the line would be 16 miles 40 chains, and it
would leave the main Rockhampton line at a
certain point, and would go to a certain wharf,
known as the “ Port Alma Wharf,” on the south
side of the Fitzroy River. The estimated cost
of the line was £70,000. The Bill was to vali-
date an agreement made by the late Secretary
for Railways, Mr. Kerr, between the Secretary
for Railways and the Rockhampton Harbour
Board for the building of this line. Its object
was to give Rockhampton and the Central
districts access to a permianent deepwater port.
The Port Alma Wharf, which was built some
twenty years ago, was to be handed over to the
harbour board, he presumed. so that the whar-
fage might act as a revenue for the harbour
board. It was to be a Government line, and not
a private line, and the harbour board would
make good any deficiency in the working of the
line. That was, the harbour board had practi-
cally constituted itself alocal authority so that
%he line might be brought under the provisions
of the Railway Act of 1906. He would further
add, for the information of members, that there
was no benefited area. The harbour board itself
gave the guarantee as the benetited party, and
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he understood there was an arrangement between
the shipping companies that their goods and
passengers should be sent over that line.

Mr. KERr: There is no agreement.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
simply s2id that there was an arrangement.
Mr. BRENNAN : In writing ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : No.
He would mention all about that to-nmorrow, as
he did not wish to detain the Committee at any
length. Tt was understood that the whole of the
lighterage plant and tenders that plied between
the wharves at Rockhampton and Keppel Bay
should be knocked off and the whole of the
passenger and goods traflic should pass over the
line from Port Alina.

Mr, Kerr: Conditionally.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, conditionally. If there were any deficiency,
it was to be the first charge on the wharfage
revenue, He did not wish hon. members to
understand by that that it was to be the first
charge on the hoard’s revenue until the interest
and redemption on the board’s loans that they
had received from the Treasurer were paid. In
the event of the deficiency not being paid to the
Railway Commissioner, the board can be sued in
the ordinary manner. If the line paid interest
and working expenses for three consecutive
years, then the board, as a local authority, was
to be relieved from all further responsibility.
That was exactly the same as the provisions in
the Railway Act of 1906. The construction of
the line was not to be a liability upon any rate-
payer or local authority. Then the schedule to
the Bill set out that the line was to be con-
structed and worked by the Government, and it
was to be manned and worked by the Commis-
sioner’s staff, The wharves were to be handed
over to the harbour board.

Mr., BowMaN: Who owns the wharves?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
They were to be handed over to the harbour
board.

Mr, WooDns : What rate of wages do you pro-
pose to pay on the construction of the line?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
The wages are the same as any Government
railway.

Mr. Woops: The wages ruling in the dis-
trict ?
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

The wages ruling on Government railways. He
did not know that it would have been necessary
to answer such guestions at that stage; butin
deference to the wishes of hon. gentlemen oppo-
site, as expressed on the previous day, he took
the unusual course of supplying members with
information, which he thought was a good thing,
as to the provisions of the Rill which he proposed
to lay on thetable of the House. The approaches
to the wharf were to be built by the Government,
and the board was to control the wharves, and
would appoint their own wharfinger. The rates
and fares were not to exceed 10s. per ton from
Lake’s Creek, and otherwise ordinary fares may
be charged.

Mr. KgxNa : Does the board get the wharf for
nothing ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes.

Mr. KENNA: As apresent ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. At present the wharves were of no valus
to the Government or the country.

Mr. KExna: How much did it cost?

Hon. W.T. Paget.]
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
About £20,000 or £30,000. It was twenty years
ago it was built.

Mr. BrEXNAN : What use will Broadmount be
to the Government then ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
would reply to that question on the following
day if the hon. gentleman gave notice of it.
The fares charged on the mileage basis on the
Queensland railways might be charged on this
line, and there was a further proviso that the
Commissioner might agree with those using the
line to impose special rates. The importers and
exporters and shipping companies who would
provide the traffic for the line could enter into a
spectal agreement for special rates and fares,
but if such agreement were entered into it must
he for at least five years, The Commissioner
must be guaranteed against sny loss by the
running of special trains. That was a mere
nm(,hmely clause. There was also o clause that
the board would induce shippers to use the line,
and there was a formal clause that the Govern-
ment could build branch lines from it, and under
no circumstances could the harbour board claim
for compensation against the Government.

Mr., KBRR (Barcoo): He did not speak on
this question when it was before the Flouse the
previous day. Certain hon. members then drew
attention to the fact that he signed this agree-
ment, and the Minister for Railways was kind
enough to repeat it that day. When he (Mr.
Kerr) signed the agreement a Bill was to be
brought down, and he thought it would have
been only right and fair, seeing that the Bill was
now being introduced by another Secretary for
lailways, that he should have signed the agree-
ment,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILwWAYS:
the slightest objection to do that.

Mr. BowMAN: But you were against it last
session,

The SKCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :
dropped last session.

Mr. KERR: He went into this matter when
he was at the Railway Departinent, and an
estimate was provided. When the new agree-
ment was drawn up it was found that a large
item had been left out of the estimate of cost—
namely, the taking of water to the wharves. The
least amount this would cost was set down at
£14,000.

Mr. GranT: No.

Mr. KERR : The junior member for Rock-
hampton perhaps knew more about it than the
experts in the Railway Department.

Mr. GRANT : I know that is not so.

Mr. KERR : A wharf at which oversea vessels
and coastal vessels had to call was useless with-
out a water supply. The Minister said an

arrangement had been entered into

[3 p.m.] Dbetween theshipping companies and
ment had been entered into.

the harbour board, but no agree-

Anagreement had

been drawn up, and it ought to have been entered
into.

Mr. GrRANT : It has been.

Mr, KERR : Tt had nos,
Mr. GranT: Yes.

Mr. KERR : If the hon. member had listened
carefully to the Minister, he would have remem-
bered that he had said that no agreement had
been entered into between the harbour board
and the shipping company, but only an arrange-
ment.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : That is so—I
said an arrangement.

[Hon. W.T. Page.

I have not

The Bill was

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. KXERR: But the junior member for
Rockhampton questioned the statement.

Mr. GraxT: The board’s solicitors say it is
binding.

Mr. KERR : They could not shut their eyes
to the fact that, should any other shipping com-
pany coming on to the cousst decline to land its
goods at Port Alma, and make arrangements to
take its goods at a certain rate to Rockliampton,
then the shipping companies, as they told themw,
wonld not be bound by that arrangeinent.
What they wanted was to have an agreement
made and entered into between the harbour
bhoard and the shipping companies; and until
that agreement was made, the House ought to
seriously consider before passing this line.

Mr. GRANT (Rockhampton) : With regard te
the water supply which the hon. member for
Barcoo made =11 this noise about

Mr, Kerr: I am not making a noise.

Mr. GRANT: It was a matter entirely with
the hartiour board. The board had no intention
of getting the water in the way suggested by the
railway expert. They had to charge the ship-
ping companies for the water, and would make
money out of it. Their 1ntent\on was to take it
down by barge, and, by means of tanks, supply
the water as reqmred They had an agreement
with the Australian United Steam Navigation
Company, the Adelaide Company, and the
Howard Smith Company. Was not this better
than taking the water 20 miles ?

Mr. Bowmax : Is it not better to at once drop
the line altogether, and go where you can get
water ?

Mr. GRANT: That was the hon. member’s
idea, The shipping company sent an open letter
to the harbour board in Rockhampton, stating
that they would use the wharf, do away with the
lighters, and send all the interstate steamers ply-
ing up and down the coast to the wharf.

Mr. BrexNaxX: Let us have a copy of the
letter in this House.

Mr. GRANT : As a matter of fact, the House
had nothing to do with iv; it was the business of
the harbour board in Rockhampton. The har-
bour board sent that letter to their solicitors
in Rockhampton, Messrs. Rees R. and Sydney
Jones, whose name was well known to everyone
connected with legal work, and they stated that
the letter was a binding contract.

Mr. Kgrr: You would get another lawyer to
Fay it is not.

Mr. GRANT : Thereputation of Messrs. Rees
R. and Sydney Jones was high enough for every
one. He did not know whether the hon. mem-
her for Barcoo had read the telegram from
Barcaldine this worning, where an enthusijastic
meeting was held, and a resolution carried
unanimously in favour of the Port Alma Rail-
way, and they wired to that effect.

Mr. Kerr: They don’t pull me by wires now.
Do they pull you by wires ?

Several honourable members interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order! I must
ask hon. members to observe the rules of
debate.

Mr. GRANT: The hon. member for South
Brisbane asked him about a public meeting. He
had an experience of a public meeting,

Mr. MurpHY: You will have had experience
of a public meeting in Rockhampton directly.

Mr. GRANT : Asa matter of fact, he believed
that the hon. member for South Brisbane and
the hon. member for Barcoo had wired and
hired the hall at Blackall, but, after their experi-
ence at Barcaldine, they did not go to Blackall.
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Mr., KERR rose to a point of order. The
hon. member was making an utterlv untrue
statement when he said that he (Mr. Kerr) en-
gaged the hall at Blackall. Tf he was a gentle-
man, he would withdraw it.

Mr. GRANT : That was his information.

Mr., KERR:
was incorrech.

Mr. GRANT could give the name of the man
who told him. Tt was Mr. Mackay, the secre-
tary of the Pastoralists’ Association. The hon.
member for Barcoo, who conducted the negotia-
tions for this railway, now went back upon it.
If the railway was bad this year, it was equally
bad last year, and the agreement which they
were asked to adopt was the agreement signed
by the hon. member for Barcoo, and laid on the
table. Surely politics had come to a pretty
state ! Was it because he was Minister for Rail-
ways in the Cabinet last year ?

Mr. KERR: The majority were in favour of it.

Mr. GRANT: Did the hon. member desire
to retain his position as Minister ? What was
the reason that he went back upon his action
now ? He had had many conversations with the
hon. member, when Minister for Railways, and
had never heard him object to the rallway. If
it had come under the notice of the hon. member
for South Brisbane and the hon. member for
Ipswich, would they not have chesrfully voted
for it last year?

An HoNoURABLE MEMBER: They have seen
the light. (Laughter.)

Mr., GRANT : The hon. member for Barcoo
spoke about the water supply costing £14,000,
but the harbour board scheme would not reach
£1,000. Tt was much more than an agreement.
The shipping companies at the present time were
losing money over the tender system. They had
to keep the tenders there, but if this rallway
were built their tenders would be taken away.
It was to their interest to have the railway,
just as it was to the interest of the people
there. The hon. member for Mitchell raised
the point that if this railway were not a
paying line it would fall upon the exporters
and importers, He could tell them that the
big pastoralists out West who sent their wool
down there were in favour of this railway.
He could give the names of seven or eight of the
biggest pastoralists in Queensland who were in
favour of the Port Alma Railway. TFairbairn
Brothers, Jowett, Francis Murphy, of North-
ampton Downs—he was not quite sure of the
last-mentioned—most of the stations controlled
by Goldsbrough, Mort, and Co., and by
Dalgety Limited, and the Mount Morgan Com-
pany were enthusiastically in favour of the line.
Captain Richard, the manager of the Mount
Morgan Company, spoke strongly in favour of
it at a public meeting held at Mount Morgan,
and he thought that there was a general con-
sensus of opinion favourable to the proposal
among the large payers of dues.

The hon. member’s information

Mr. MANN thought it was rather an unusual
thing for a private member to give information
which ought to have been furnished by the
Minister. He did not speak on the motion the
previous day because he desired to hear what
other members had to say on the question, and
he wished to deal with it on its merits. When
the Secretary for Railways was speaking he
interjected who was to bear the cost of supply-
ing fresh water to the wharf, and the Premier
told the hon. gentleman not to reply.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

I simply
went on with my speech.

[10 DEcEMBER.]

Port Alma Railway. 523

Mr. MANN : The Premier did not malke that
suggestion because the question as to who
should bear the cost was not in the interest of
the State, but simply because the hon, genple—
man had a strong personal pique towards him-
self. Asshowing that the hon. gentleman was
only nominal leader on that side, and that the
hon. member for Townsville was the real leader,
he might mention that at the same time the
hon. member for Townsville said, ‘It is only
the member for Cairns, do not give him any
information.” But the question was an jm-
portant one, and he again asked the Minister
who was going to bear the cost of supplying
fresh water to the wharf at Port Alma !

Mr. Grant: The harbour board.

Mr. MANN said he would not take informa-
tion from the hon. member. He wished to know
from the Minister for Railways who was to bear
the cost of that service, which he understood
would amount to £14,000. He wasat Port Alma
cighteen or nineteen years ago, just after the
wharf was built, and he tried to get down to look
at it, but after taking his boots off and wading
for a mile or two over the water on the flat he
gave up his quest in disgust. He believed that
if a man wore kilts, and went there, the
mosquitoes would carry him away. Why should
they spend £70,000 or £80,000 in the construc-
tion of a line to Port Alma, and an additional
£14,000 for a water supply, when the port had
already got railway communication, and settled
districts on the Darling Downs were crying out
for facilities to enable them to carry their pro-
duce to market ? The late Minister for Railways
took a trip over the Darling Downs in the early
part of this year, aud among the places he
travelled over was the district from Oakey to
Mount Russell, where settlers had been watting
twenty years for a railway.

The PREMIER asked if the remarks of the
hon. member were in order.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member is not
in order in referring to the question of railway
construction on the Darling Downs. The ques-
tion before the Committee is a motion for the
introduction of a Bill relative to the construction
of a railway to Port Alma.

Mr. MANN said he was giving as anillustration
of his argument against the building of the Port
Alma Railway the fact that railways were more
required in other districts where the land had
been settled for a long time. The people of the
Central district had railway facilities in the shape
of a railway to Broadmount, and a little further
down the coast they had one of the finest
harbours in the whole of Australia. The Com-
mittee would be well advised if they assisted
small settlers who urgently required a railway
rather than pastoralists who were getting big
prices for their wool, and who could afford to
pay for 33 miles additional railage if they did
not care to send their produce vid Broadmount.
Settlers who were growing wheat and other
cereals should get a railway before the pastoral-
ists of the Central district.

The SECRETARY FOR RaiLways: I tabled two
lines this afternoon.

Mr. MANN: Yes; but they wanted more.
There was plenty of railway accommodation in
the Central district. The hon. gentleman com-
plained about a stonewall. If the Minister had
given the information asked for, he pledged his
word of honour that he (Mr. Mann) would not
have got up to speak. He would also like some
information about the 10s. a ton from Lake’s
Oreek. Was it a little sop to North Rock-
hampton? There was a big mieeting held at
Mount Morgan the other evening in favour of the

Mr. Mann.]
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railway, according to the Courier-—a meeting
worked up by Campbell, of the Western Cham-
pion ; but there was also a petition from 2,500
Rockhampton people against the railway.

~The PreEMIER : Who worked up that peti-
tion? And who is working up hon. members?

Mr. MANN : He was not concerned as to who
worked up the petition; and he scorned the
insinuation that anybody was working hini up.
It was evidently the desire of the Governinent
to dragoon the Bill through without giving infor-
mation to the Committee.

The SkcrETARY FOR Rarrwavs: You can’t
make the country believe that. I have given
you whips of information this afternoon.

Mr. MANN: When the Cairns Harkour
Board Bill was going through the Premier got
a wire from the Cairns Chamber of Commerce
that almost caused him to drop the Bill. That
wire appeared in the Courier, but he (Mr. Mann)
got a wire giving quite a different view of the
matter from certain prominent business men in
Cairns.

The PREMIER asked whether the hon. mem-

ber for Cairns was in order?

The CHAIRMAN : I was listening closely to
see how the hon. member was going to connect
his remarks with the question before the Com-
mittee.

Mr. MANN : He was going to show that the
Committee should not he guided by reports that
appeared in a biassed Press. They wanted infor-
mation from a more reliable source than the
Courier, and it would be wise to withdraw the
mosion until the iniddle of next weelk, so that
wires might be obtained from reliable sources.

The SEcrRETARY FOR Rarnwavs: I have the
wires.

MMr. MANN: But very likely after they had
agreed to the motion—if they agreed to it now—
other wires would come in proving that the first
wires did not convey correct information. He
intended to take his part in keeping the second
reading going long enough to enable members to
get independent mnformation from Mount Mor-
gan, Barcaldine, Gladstone, and Rockhampton.
The Hon. Thomas Price, when introducing a
r'a‘ilway measure, took as many members of Par-
liament as cared to go, and showed them the
route of the railway, and he thought that was a
good way of enabling members to obtain infor-
mation.

Mr. KENNA (Bowen) wished to say a few
words on the proposed introduction of the Bill;
and he did not think he could be accused of a
desire to unduly take up the time of the Com-

mittee, seeing that this was only the
{3.30 p.m.] second occasion on which he had
risen to speak since the session com-
menced, the other occasion being last night.
They were asked to sanction the introduction of
a Bill that would build a railway 16 miles in
length across a lot of mud flats at a cost of
£70,000. The line would cost between £4,000
and £5,000 a mile—an altogether exorbitant
amount to spend on a railway that, so far as he
could see, was going to benefit Rockhampton
very little, and was going to do a great deal of
harm indeed to Gladstone.

Mr. Grant: No. Explain how.

Mr. KENNA : If this railway were built, all
the trade that passed through Gladstone now
from the North would be diverted to Port
Alma,

Mr. GrRaNT : Not at all,
ounce away.

Mr. KENNA : All the assurances of the hon.
member would not convince him or the people
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of Gladstone that that railway would not take
away that source of trade from what had been
considered the terminal port of the North. He
was opposed to the introduction of the Bill be-
cause it would do Gladstone an irretrievable
harm. Gladstone would no longer be the
terminal port of the Northern mail service. The
trains would leave Brisbane and run right
through to Port Alma, and put their passengers,
cargo, and mails, and whatever else there was
for North Queensland, down at Port Alma.

The SECRETARY FOR RalLways: I should
think Gladstone was much more convenient than
Port Alma.

Mr. KENNA : The hon. gentleman would not
convines him of that. Hvery time he passed
through (Gladstone he marvelled at a port so
richly endowed by nature. If there was any in-
tention in nature, Gladstone was designed by
nature to be the port for the whole of Central
Queensland, just as she designed Bowen to be
the port of the whole of Contral Queensland.
Another way it would harm Gladstone wax that,
by virtue of that boat leaving on Friday and get-
ting to (ladstone on Saturday, there was a
steamship service direct with Brisbane—a very
convenient service for a port of that description.
‘When this railway was built, if it ever would be
built, then Gladstone would lose that shipping.
They were asked to vote £70.000 to build a rail-
way across a lot of mud flats, with a problematical
benefit to a problematical people, as, after all,
what public feeling had been engendered in
Rockhampton in favour of the railway ?

Mr. BowyaN: None at all.

Mr. KENNA: The public feeling m Rock-
hampton, as far as members could gauge it,
seemed to be against the railway, except pro-
bably some few people who had a special design
to serve. The Government, some few years ago,
went to the conntry landing their efforts to settle
people on the land, and stating that the keynote
of their railway policy was fo build railways
that would open up Crown lands, and settle a
large number of people; and, when he thought
how many miles of railway might be constructed
to agrienltural centres lying idle at present, and
languishing for want of communication, it seemed
to him nothing less than a scandal that they
should be asked to supply £70,000 to construct
a railway across a lot of mud flats.

The SECRETARY vOoR Rarnways: It will give
a deepwater port to Central Queensland.

Mr. Bowmax: There is no necessity for it.

Mr. KENNA : There was no necessity for it
in the world. What was the position of Rock-
hampton ? They had a river nn which had been
spent hundreds and thonsands of pounds, and he
presumed that if the railway were built to Port
Alma that river would be allowed to silt up.

The SECRETARY FOR Ratnways: No.

Mr. KENNA : Was the river going to com-
pete, with its heavy harbour dues, with Port
Alma? On the other side of the river they had
a railway constructed to the mouth of the river
which had cost £100,000. What was to become
of that railway? He should like to have some
estimate prepared which would show the amount
of money spent in keeping open the Fitzroy
River and the amount of money spent in main-
tenance and construction of the Broadmount
line. If anyone read the report of the Com-
nissioner, they would find in the Jast paragraph
he was very iukewarm indeed—very uncertain
as to what the future prospects of the line
were. He said the country was ‘‘not likely to
lose,” but he did not say the line wm]lgl
pav. He did not say that there was a possi-
bility of it paying, but he adopted a negative
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attitude of saying that they ‘‘were not likely
to lose.” The railway was not only going to
do Gladstone an immense amount of harm, but
Rockhampton also. What was going to be the
position of Rockhampton if all the products from
the West and Mount Morgan passed through on
railway trucks, dumped down at Port Alma, and
sent away oversea’ Rockhampton would not
get one iota of benefit that it got at the present
time from that trade. Why the Premier, if he
had the interests of his constituents at heart,
should advocate a measure of that description
passed the comprehension of all reasonable and
intelligent men. There was also the agreement
between the harbour board and the Ruilway
Commigsioner as regards the cost and working
expenses of the line. It was an unprecedented
thing for a harbour board, whose duty was pri-
marily and always confined to the levying of
charges—

Mr. Bowuan: This is entirely outside their
scope.

Mr. KENNA : Entirely outside their scope,
and the Committee were asked to give special
privileges to the harbour board which they had
never asked for, and which it never was believed
a barbour board had power to do. He intended
to protest against the agreement at every stage,
and his strongest objection was that the harbour
board was more or less an irresponsible body,
and the majority of members of the harbour
board were against the building of the Port
Alma Railway. Half a dozen people in Rock-
hampton called themselves the harbour board.
Those people were elected by the payers of dues
and the ratepayers. Take the payers of dues—
they were nominally the people who go to the
Customs and pav the charges made by the
harbour board. Who paid those dues?

Mr. Ryraxp : The consumer.

Mr. KENNA : The consumer, of course. It
meant that the men out at the Diamantina,
Tambu, and Blackall—the consumer all over
those districts—every time he smoked a pipe of
tobacco he was paying the harbour dues levied
by the harbour board.

Mr. Rynanp : Indirect taxation.

Mr. KENNA: Yes, indirect taxation; and
those people had no choice whatever in the elec-
tion of mewmbers of the harbiour board. Inother
words they were to be taxed for the future cost
of this line without having any voice whatever
in the taxation levied upon them. It would be
a good thing hefore going any further with this
railway to refer it to a Select Committre ap-
pointed by the House to inquire into all the pros
and cons of it, as the information at their dis-
posal was not sufficient to justify most members
1n making up there minds what they were going
to do about it.

Mr. GRANT: You have had plenty of infor-
mation about it.

Mr. KENNA: He hoped the hon. gentleman
would be able to give him sufficient information
about it to enable him to alter his mind. The
position was just like that of Bowen and Towns-
ville all over again. Gladstone was one of the
finest natural ports in Queensland, yet only a
few miles away they were pouring thousands
and thousands of pounds into a river endeavour-
ing to keep it open. Only a few miles from
Gladstone there was a further attemps being
made to open a port to tap Gladstone, which
was directly behind it. It would take away
Gladstone’s trade and would make that place one
in which the grass would be seen growing in the
streets pretty soon. It was thie same with Bowen
and Townsville. A lot of money was spent on
Townsville, and it was connected with the
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Northern Railway, and that left Bowen simply
useless. Bowen was one of the finest ports on the
coast, and yet it was overlooked. He hoped the
finances of the State would not be wasted any
further in the way it was proposed now by con-
structing this railway. He entered his protest
against it, and he hoped his protest would be
sustained by every lover of fair play. The
policy which had characterised the Government
for the last three or four years was to jamb as
many railways as possible into their own elec-
torates. They fed their own electorates with
railways, and afterwards threw the crumbs to
others, He knew he was out of order in refer-
ring to the railway policy of the Government on
this question.

Mr. GRaANT : That is an impertinence to the
Chairman, anyhow.

Mr. KENNA : It was the Chairman’s duty to
know that. He knew that he need only assure
the Chairman that no impertinence was intended
for him to believe him, and it was only a biassed
and prejudiced mind which saw evil where evil
did not exist.

Mr. PAYNE (Mitchell) : The junior member
for Rockhampton in his speech tried to make
out that a large public wmeeting bad been
held in Barcaldine in favour of this line. It was
public property in the Chamber that two mem-
bers of another Chamber, the Hon. W, H.
Cawmpbell and the Hon. A. H. Parnell, went up
to Barcaldine for the purpose of getting up a' bit
of a meeting.

Mr. GRARNT : Have they notboth got businesses.
there?

Mr. PAYNE: Anyone who knew anything
about Central Queensland would know that
Messrs. Campbell and Parnell were old residents.
of Barcaldine, and they would have only to go to
that place and be there for ten minutes when
they would be able to get up a great public
meeting of ten or twenty people to approve of
this particular railway. So far as the meeting in
Barcaldine was concerned, the Chamber need not
be guided by it one way or the other. The junior
member for Rockhampton made the flimsy state-
ment that the Western woolgrowers were in
favour of this line. 1f the woolgrowers of the
Central West were in favour of the line, would
they not let their representative knowof it? The
junior member for Rockhampton should bring
facts into the Chamber and not be satistied with
making bald statements. He had not heard one
word from the Mitchell electors about this line.
He had opposed the line when it was first intro-
duced, and he would oppose it again, because he
felt it was going to do Central Queensland an
injury. There was only one industry in Central
Queensland, and if the wool were sent over that
line and there was a shortage in the interest, then
the woolgrowers would be calied upon to pay 1t.

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie) thought that when
the Port Alma Railway was dropped from the
paper last session that it had disappeared alto-
gether, and he was surprised to see it appear
again. The junior member for Rockhampton
assumed that members of the Opposition were
going to support this line last session, and they
should therefore support it now. How did he
know they were going to vote for it last session?
There was no vote taken and no speeches made.
Members now sitting on the (Government side nf
the House were opposed to the line last session,
and yet they were going to support it this
session. At any rate, their votes last night
showed they were going to support it. The
senior member for Townsville was against the
line last session, and he was going to support it
this session.

Mr. Ryland.]
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Hon. R. PHILP : How do you know I will
support it this session? (Laughter.)

Mr. RYLAND: He was strongly suspicious
that the hon. gentleman would do so. The
Minister had given no explanation when moving
the introduction of the Bill. He had made some
little reference to the wharf at Port Alma, aud
he (Mr. Ryland) gathered that it was intended
to hand over that wharf, which had cost the
State £28,000, to the Rockhampton Harbour
Board. Was it to be a gift to the harbour board
from the Government ?

The SECRETARY ¥or Rainways: Why do we
continue to make you presents of grants for deep
sinking at Gympie?

Mr. RYLAND : That was the policy of the
Government.

The SECRETARY POR RatLways: Well, thisis
the policy of the Government.

Mr. RYLAND : That was the policy of the
late Government ; but the old continuous Ministry
had never done anything for Gympie, or the
mining industry, and he did not suppose that
the present coalition would do anything either.
He objected very strongly to handing over
a public utility, such as a wharf, to the
harbour board. Was that wharf to be handed
over to the harbour board practically for
the benefit of a small section of the Rock-
hampton people? Reading the report of a recent
meeting he found that the inhabitants of Rock-
hampton were entirely against this railway.
There had been great enthusiasm at that meet-
ing, and the leading men of the place were
unanimous in passing a resolution condemning
the railway. It was true that a mysterious
document had been read in that Chamber,
dated 9th December, which seemed to have come
through some unknown agency—something like
certain objects which had been recently mate-
rialised, and which had been introduced into
Australia without paying Customs duty. It
seemed to have emanated from a place called
Gracemere, and was signed by a Mr. Archer.
Now, who was this Mr. Archer? On looking
over the plans, he found that all the private land
along the route of the railway belonged to people
named Archer ; and it was therefore no wonder
that this gentleman was in favour of the rail-
way. The Minister had explained that there
was to be no benefited area proclaimed, so that
the owners of that land were going to reap the
benefit accruing from the construction of the
line. The State was not being considered in the
matter. Outside Sydney Harbour, there was not
a finer port on the Australian coast than Glad-
stone, which was the natural port of the whole
of the Central district. Up-to-date concrete
wharves had been built there, and good accom-
modation provided ; but it wasnow proposed that
all the great Western wool trade, and all the
trade which would come along in the future was
to be side-tracked away from this natural port
and taken down to the mud flats of Port Alma.
There seemed to be something behind all this.
Upon the face of it—he regretted having to say
it on the floor of the Chamber—there appeared
to be a big political job. The railway was meet-
ing with strong opposition in the country at
the present time, and the more that was
known about the proposal the stronger would
the opposition become. He intended to give
a little time to looking into the matter between
now and the second reading of the Bill, and he
hoped to be able then to give more facts in
connection with the line.

Mr. HARDACRE (Leichhardt) rose to pro-
test against the introduction of this railway,
and on the second-reading stage he should make
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his protest at considerable length, and give his
reasons. None of his constituents
had in any way solicited his support
in favour of the proposed railway.
It could not possibly assist people in that part of
the Central West, because they would have to
pay a higher freight on goods sent to Port Alma
than they would to Broadmount. Nearly allthe
cattle-owners of the Central district were unani-
mously opposed to the construction of the line—
particularly on the guarantee principle. The
Rockhampton Harbour Board proposed under
this agreement to guarantee the construction of
a railway which was going to compete with the
Fitzroy River, from which the board obtained its
revenue. It was their duty to develop and
deepen the river, and increase the revenue
derived therefrom.
The SECRETARY FOR RAILwAYS : And provide -

shipping facilities generally.

Mr. HARDACRE : If the railway was pro-
fitable, the board would lose revenue from the
river, aud if the railway was unremunerative
the loss would have to come out of the river
receipts, and it would be passed on to the cattle-
owners and woolgrowers of the Central district.
It was generally considered that this was a
battle of rival interests. It was thought certain
interests would be injured if the Broadmount
Harbour was opened and made a deepwater
port. He thought that nine-tenths of the people
of Rockhampton and Central districts looked on
it as one of the most smellful transacfions ever
put before the House. They talked about the
““graft” that was going on in America, but he
did not think there was anything to exceed the
‘ graft” behind this proposal. The Rockhamp-
ton ratepayers did not want it, and not one of
the local bodies represented on the harbour
board had voted for it. The only members of
the board in favour of it were those putin by a
few private interests.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
provide the revenue.

Mr. HARDACRE: They did not provide the
revenue. They merely paid in the first instance,
and added it on the price of the goods.

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLic WORKS : Do you
contend that the cost of handling cargo will be
increased, and the facilities for passengers de-
creased ?

Mr. HARDACRE : Undoubtedly.
The SECRETARY FOBR RAILwAYS; Oh! Don’t
argue with him.

Mr. HARDACRE: The cost would be greater,
because it would be a greater length of line.
There were no more advantages at Port Alma
than at Broadmount, and for much less money
they could have made Broadmount into as good
a harbour as there was in Queensland. Mr.
Cullen had stated that for £30,000 it could be
made as good as the Brisbane River. In a
speech the Premier delivered at Rockhampton,
he had promised to support the Port Alma line,
but when he came back to Brisbane and got the
officer’s report, he was simply paralysed with
astonishment. (Laughter.) He wrote hurriedly
back, telling them that he had changed his
opinion, so that they would avoid making a mis-
take in policy. He told them that Mr. Cullen
stated that, if the harbour at Broadmount was
made deeper by the expenditure of £30,000, there
would be no delay to oversea vessels nor to
coasting vessels,

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: That is im-
possible if they draw 23 feet.

Mr. HARDACRE : They did not then. There
might be a few vessels now which drew 23 feet.

[4 p.m.]

And who
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Mr. Cullen pointed out that at no time, under
the most unfavourable conditions, even just
before low tide, would the largest vessel have to
wait more than five hours,

Mr, CaMPBELL : Why not have a committee of
the House appointed to inquire into the merits
of the proposal ?

Mr. HARDACRE: He would be very glad
to support something of that kind There was
so much agitation and conflict of interests on
one side or the other, and so much ignorance was
shown by so many hon. members who voted,
that they ought to have a commictee in order to
find out something of the true state of affairs.
At this formal stage he once more entered his
protest against even passing this formal stage of
the proposal.

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg) : It had been re-
marked that the members on this side of the
House were opposing this propusal froin mere
personal anitus towards the Premier, but he had
always had a very open mind on the matter, and
it could not be said for one moment that he
opposed the proposal because he had any spite
against the Premier. He had read very care-
fully the reports presented to the House by the
two sections of the people in the Rockhampton
district, one of which was antagonistic to this
proposal and the other of which was in favour of
1t, and it seemed to him that a question like this,
on which there was such a tremendous divergence
of opinion, should not be settled by the people
of Rockhampton, but rather by those who were
more largely interested in it. Having regard to
the great difference of opinion which existed on
the subject, if the motion went to a division, he
should vote against the introducticn of the Bill.
He thought the motion should be withdrawn,

and the matter referred to a Select Committee,,

who should visit the two ports, inquire into the
matter on the spot, and report the results of
theirinvestigations to the House. Hehadstudied
the charts with the view of ascertaining the depth
of water at the two ports— Broadmount and Port
Alma. Theaverage depthof waterat Port Almaat
low water springs was from 5 to 5% fathoms,
and at Broadmount only about 3} fathoms, so
that from that standpoint, there was no doubt
that Port Alma was the better port of the two.
(Hear, hear !) But there were other matters to
be considered in deciding which should be adopted
as the port for the distriet. According 1o the
report furnished by the Rockhampton Harbour
Board there was next to no trade carried on at
Broadmount. But a reference to the list of
vessels which had visited Broadmount during
the last seven or eight years, did not bear out
that staternent. Forinstance, during the present
year several of the largest vessels which trade
along our coast, not only intercolonial steainers,
but oversea vessels like the ““ Gulf of Venice,”
called at Broadmount for cargo. The **Guif of
Venice ” had a draught of 24 feet 5 inches, and
she loaded at that port. The vessels most in-
terested in Broadmount were deep oversea vessels.
Mr., GranT: Not entirely.

Mr, BARBER : He did not say entirely ; he
said it was mostly those vessels that were in-
terested in the port—cargo boats which picked
up wool, meat, and stuff of that kind. The
“Gulf of Venice” entered there on the 16th
September, and left again the next day. The
‘“ Ayrshire,” another large steamer, shipped
frozen meatand 6,000 balesof wool. The *“ Chang-
sha,” with a draft of 21 feet 6 inches, entered on
the 14th October, and left on the 15th. The
“‘Talyuan,” with a draft of 21 feet 3 inches
entered the port on the 13th October, and left
the same day. He found that one boat even
landed a circus and managerie at Broadmount in
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one day a month or two ago. Anyone who
cared to read the long list of vessels which had
entered the port of Broadmount during the past
seven or eight years, must come to the conclu-
sion that the statement.that there was no trade
there was unfounded. Hon. members opposite
had stated that the ** Wyreema ” drew 23 feet of
water. In a sense that was correct, but he ven-
tured tosay that the *“Wyreema” was notloaded
down to that depth in ten cases out of a hundred.

The SecRETARY ¥FOR PrBLIC WORKs : Yes,
when she is going North.

Mr. BARBER: No. She wasnot loaded down
to her full draft in ten cases out of a hundred.
It was very rarely that passenger steamers were
loaded down to their full draft. For instance,
the *“ Wyandra” drew 19 feet—

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I am sorry to
interrupt the hon. meinber, but I would point
out to him that a speech of the character he is
delivering will be more in order when the Bill
reaches another stage. The hon. member will
not be in order in continuing the discussion on
those lines.

Mr. BARBER: He did not expect to be
present to-morrow, and therefore he wished to
speak on the question this afternoon. If the
motion went to a division he would vote against
it, He thought the correct course would be for
the Minister to withdraw themotion, and during
the recess let a Select Committee get to know at
first hand the merits of the two ports. Xis
opinion was that Port Alma was the best port,
but there were many other facts to take into
consideration, one of which was whether there
was any need for the line. There were many
other districts languishing for railways, and he
did not see why all the money should be
dumped into the electorates represented by the
Premier and the Home Secretary.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN reported
that the Cominittee had come to a resolution,
and the resolution was agreed to.

I"1rsT READING.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
RAILWAYS, the Bill wasread a first timme, and
the second reading made an Order of the Day
for to-morrow,

SUPPLY.

ResumpTioNn oF COMMITTEE.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT—RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.
(Mr. W.J. R. Maughan in the chair.}

Question again stated—That there ke granted
to His Majesty, for the service of the year
1908-9, the sum of £300 to defray the salary
of the aide-de-camp of His Xxcellency the
Governor.

Mr. MULCAHY (Gympie): In speaking on
the Financial Statement I do not intend to take
up very much time. Under the head of “Mining”
there is this paragraph in the Statement—

Owing to tbe fall in the prices of industrial metals,
the results of last year’s operations are aot so large as
was anticipated, but in spite of the low prices the value
of the mineral production reached the satisfactory
figure of £4,132,1€3. Recent developments on our lead-
ing goldfields, coupled with the fact that for the
month ot October the output of gold shows an in-
crease of 1,932 oz., valued at £8.207, over the corre-
sponding month of 1907, may be accepted as an assur-
ance of a substantial increase during the present year.

I just want to mention that there is a good deal
of comment as to the amount of money spent on
mining, and it is said that the industry should

Mr. Mulcahy.]
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not receive anything in the way of grants or
assistance from the Government. [ hardly
think that those who say that can have given
the question much consideration., No Govern-
ment having the interests of the State at heart
would belittle this great industry. When one
comes to consider that one quarter of our popu-
lation is dependent on that industry, I think it
should receive very great cousideration and as-
sistance at the hands of whatever Government
may be in power. In theother States—Western
Australia, Victoria, and New South Wales—
they give a great deal more assistance 1n the
way of grants and money to construct roads to
mining fields than we have done in Queensland.
The Premier, at a deputation the other day,
rather threw cold water on our efforts to impress

on him the great 1mp01tfmce of this
[4.30 p.m.] industry. It is not my intention

to-day o quote figures to show the
relative importance of the different sums that
have been granted in the other States, and make a
comparison with the sums granted in Queens-
land, as I did that some time ago in introducing
a deputation, but the point I want to make is
this : While the other States of Australia have
given very largely in the way of grants for pros.
pecting and deep sinking, Queensland has always
been cheeseparing in this direction. Last year
we waited on the present Premier, and we were
led to believe, although he did not say so in so
many words—we went away with the impres-
sion ;—and let me say, not only did the members of
that deputation go away with the impression thas
£50,000 was to be placed on the HEstimates to
assist the mining industry, but, further, that
impression was left on the minds of the then
Secretary for Mines and the late Treasuter, and,
further, that jmpression was also left on the
minds of the UUnder Secretary for Mines and his
officers ; and not only themn alone, but the news-
papers in the different goldfields of the State
felt sure that £30,000 was going to be put dewn
on the Estimates to assist the mining industry.
‘We have the evidence of the late Treasurer that he
made up his Estimates so as to put £50,000 dewn
for mining. Then we have the evidence of the
late Secretary for Mines, who took the same
view of it ; and let me say I have no doubt that

but those two hon. gentlemen I have named
knew, as a matter of fact—that that amount was
going to be spent on the mining industry, and
they made up their Hstimates accordingly. I
got a return to-day—I do not want to quote the
figures, hut T just want to say this: as the appli-
cations came in from some goldfields in different
parts of the State, they were dealt with, and
a sum of money given to them; but the two
largrst goldfields of the State—Charters Towers
and vapie—alnhouch the Government has had
geologists there making reports as to whether it
would be advisable to subsidise certain mines for
deep sinking, and some of their reports are in,
but T do not know that they have been dealt
with. As a matter of fact, there has not been a
single claim that I can find—and I have beenup
to the Mines Department—there has not been a
single claim dealt with from those two fields.
There have been very large sums given to other
fields, but notwithstanding the fact that the
Government sent their principal geologist to
Gympie, and the next man to Charters Towers—
though they have had these men making
examinations into these matters for months and
months, yet when their reports come in and
have to be dealt with, what do we find? I
was speaking to the Secretary for Mines the
other night on the subject. We find that all the
money that will be available for deep sinking on
these two goldfields is about £2,000. The whole
of the balance has been absorbed. I find, since
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1 had that interview, that the hon. member for
Kennedy, Mr. Jackson, has succeeded in getting
his application dealt with in a favourable way.
He managed to work the oracle. Applications
for grants for this particular work should be
dealt with fairly. 1 do not think it is a fair
thing, simply because some mining constituents
return Labour members, that the Trea.surer or
the Premier should come along and say, 1 will
give the money to other places ; I shallnot gwe it
to the two principal goldfields in the State.”

The TreaSURER: The Treasurer has nothing
to do with the applications for money. The
Mines Departnient deals with them.

Mr. MULCAHY : I quite agree that the
present Treasurer has nothing to dv with the
money, or the Secretary for Mines—it is entirely
a matter that has been dealt with by the Pre-
mier.

The TrREASURER : The Treasurer in any case
has notbing to do with it.

Mr. MULCAHY : The Treasurer holds the
purse strings, although the Secretary for Mines
has to make the application. I know the hon.
member for Kennedy got his application granted
while the two principal goldfields in the State
have not had & panny for deep sinking this year.
Money was promised two years ago for the Great
Northern, and there was some of it spent this
year. That is a small matter of £100 or so.
Another amount has been spent this year in the
3 North Smithfield, but that money was granted
before. What I want to point out is this: The
other day when the Premier was speaking he
said that the Under Secretary for Mines—1 will
quote the paragraph. Referring to the amount
put down for mining, the Premier goes on to
say—

We found, for instance, that there was one item in

the mining receipts which hon. members wiil find given
here at £5,000, but which io the Estimates that were
there when the present Treasurer took wp his duties
was dowu at £10,100. On going over the Iistimates to
revise them, we found what seemed to be an excessive
amounnt, and we cut it down by one-half.
I have no doubt the Treasurer cut down this
item. He said, ‘“‘after conferring with the
Under Secretary for Mines he did that.” I said
at the time it was a very poor thing to do, and
he said the Under Secretary for Mines suggested
to cut down his own Estimates. The Treasurer
made use of those words after consulting with
the Under Secretary.

The Treasurer: There was no justification
for the increased amount this year.

Me. MULCAHY : As a matter of fact the
Under Secretary, the late Secretary for Mines,
and the late Treasurer, worked out their
Estimates, providing £50,000 to be spent on
mining. They were qnite satisfled that there
was going to be £50,000 spent, and so there was
to be. We were going to have that money spent
all right, only the Prime Minister came back and
he altered all that, and instead of having £50,000
to spend he cut out £20,000.

Mr. ManNy: And now he is altering the
Executive Building and tearing up the floor.

Mr. MULCAHY : I notice that he has got
£53,000 down for bringing immigrants here. I
have not the slightest objection to bringing
people here if there is work for them to do when
they come here. But what do we find? We
find this is a matter of fact—I kunow it, and I
challenge the Minister for Mines or the Prime
Minister to deny it: There are quite 1,00C
miners out of work to-day on the different go]d-
fields of the State. It would be a good thing
instead of having that amount down for immigra-
tion if we spent more money to assist mining.
At least I think so. It is no use bringing men
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here whilst we have a lot of idle men here at pre-
sent. Notwithstanding the fact that there is no
provision made to give effect to any favourable
reports that come in from the principal geolo-
gists—as I am sure they will come in—I hope
that the Government will see their way to see
that the tw o privcipal goldfields of the State will
get some mouey to assist them in deep sinking.
I say that the amount has been deliberately cut
out to penalise them because they are not sup-
porting the Prime Minister at the present time.
‘When the late Premier, the hon. member for
Townsville, was in office, I will say this to his
credit, that although we had many differences
with him, and returned members opposed to his
policy, yet it never made the slightest difference
to his administration of that department. (Hear
hear 1)
Mr. AIREY : That is so. He was fair.

Mr. MULCAMY : That was especially the
case in the amounts of money to be spent, and
he always saw that the goldfields got a fair deal.
No man could find fanlt with bhim for that. I
watched that hon. gentleman very closely when
he was Treasurer, and when he was Minister for
Mines, and I found that he gave us a fair deal.
Now we have a gentleman in power who is run-
ning the thing on the American system, and we
get nothing., It does not matter how good a
case you make out, if you are out you will ‘get
nothing and be gives it to his friends. We have
the hon. member for Ravenswood as an illustra-
tion of that fact. That isabadsystem. If that
system is going to obtainin the State what will
it come to? It will mean that questions of this
kind will not be dealt with on their merits
at all. It will be simply a matter of votes,
and if A gets in we will give nothing to B. 1
want to go back to the system which was
carried out by the late leader of the House, the
Hon. Robert Philp. In the matter of assistance
to mines and mining, in the matter of subsidies
to fields and deep sinking, that hon. gentleman
did the fair thing. I:.do not want the system
that is introduced now. But it is quite in
keeping with most of the work which the
present Prime Minister is doing. The hon.
member for Kennedy asked for a return the
other day, and he got some information to-day
showing the total sum of money spent on the
different goldfields, and what do we find? We
find that since they started subsidising deep
sinking that Gympie has had about £15,000.
Well, Gympie has maintained a very big popula-
tion for forty years, and it has produced gold to
the value of—I gos these figures from the Under
Secretary to-day—something short of £11,000,000.
To the end of this year it will amount to some-
thing like £10,800,000. Up to last year it was
over £10,600,000. If you have spent £15,000 in
the way of Government assistance on a place
which has produced £11,000,000 worth of gold
and has kept a big population for a number of
years, I ask this House in all seriousness, Is it
money badly spent? Is it too much? Men get
fairly good wages on goldfields, and in and around
that district there is a big settlement taking
place, and it is owing to the surplus population
going out on the land. The Prime Minister
proposes to spend £53,000 on immigration. If
the people want to come here they are welcome.
But he proposes spending £53,000 to bring them
here, and all the time Gympie has been a gold-
field, or at any rate since it started to receive
subsidies twenty-two years agce all the money
spent there has been £15,000.

Hon. K. B. ForresT : Private enterprise is
doing most of it,

Mr. MULCAHY : There are a large number
of children in that district—fine healthy ones,
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too—and it would cost £1,000,000 to bring that
number out here, and yet they think it is too
much to give us £15,000,

Hon. E. B. ¥Forrest: No.

Mr. MULCAHY : Yes; some members say
we should not get it.

Hon. E. B, Forrest: It is probsbly the
fault of the two members for Gympie that thev
did not get more. You went to sleep over it. -

Mr. AIREY: You cannot say that.

Mr. MULCAHY : I quite admit that my
natural wodesty, altogether unlike the junior
member for North Brisbane, may have kept me
hack. There should be more money spent on
mining fields. We are told that they only
received £37,000 in mining receipts. What
about the income tax? What about the taxa-
tion the miners have to pay through the Cus-
toms? What about the royalties paid on gold?
and what about all other taxation received from
the miners? Why, goodness gracious ! if you are
only going to take the mining receipts, which is
a hittle thing that went through the mining
office, that is nothing at all.

Hon. B. B. ForrrsT: You wake up here and
you will get more.

Mr. MULCAHY: I am not complaining
about the treatment we hawve received up to this
year, but I am complaining—and no doubt the
hon. member for Charters Towers will make the
same complaint—that £15,000 has been put down
for deep sinking on goldfields, and as there has
been £13,500 spent so far, all these goldfields will
get between them is something less than £2,000,

Mr. Doucras: Thereis a good time coming in
the future.

Mr. MULCAHY : I niust say that the hon.
member for Cook has done remarkably well this
year. He has got a small population in his
electorate, and he has got about £1,850 this
year.

The TREASURER : You got it last year.

Mr. MULCAHY : I am dealing with this
year. Last year we were behind the hon,
gentleman, and we had an opportunity of getting
something like fair treatment. But I do not
want to work on those lines at all. I want to
see a fair deal to all parties. (Hear, hear!)
Surely, if the hon. gentleman is representing a
constituency, and there is a change of Govern-
ment, would he be satisBed if his district was
ignored altogether

Mr. Amey : Let him beware.

The TrREASURER: It is early yet this year,

Mr. MULCAHY : All we want is to have a
fair and reasonable deal. The hon. member for
Cook has done remarkably well this year. Itis
not because of the importance of his constituency
from the mining point of view, but because the
hon. member hasthe good luck—orreally I think
the bad luck—to be sitting behind the Govern-
ment,

Mr. DoveLas: Why, we are getting a 1ot of
miners from Gympie now.

Mr. MULCAHY : I know the circumstances
under which they are going. A few of us were
foolish enough—for it has been a foolish specula-
tion—to go into a mine in the Cook district.
Let me tell the hon. member that the only claim
at the Starcke which is showing any promise at
all is the Gympie mine. I trust that, when this
matter is gone into again, Gympie will get a fair
deal. I am bound to say that we have had some-
thing this year for prospecting purposes outside
deep-sinking. My complaint is not on that
score, but that we have vot had an opportunity
of having our claim forany portion of this money

Mr. Muloahy.]
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fur deep-sinking recognised. We had a geologist
there, but his report was held over. I sawa
paragraph in the Cowrier one day this week—
have no doubt it. was inspired-—saying
that it would bhave to remain over for con-
sideration ; but, reading between the lines,
one can see that it is being held over to let
the fields represented by hon, members sitting
behind the Government get the whole of the
vote before our claims ave considered at all. The
mining industry is a very important one, and the
Governnient are not treating it in anything like
the way they should treat it. There are 1,000
miners out of work in the State. Whether the
Government want to run those men out of
Queensland or not I do not know. There are a
lot of local matters that I should deal with, but,
before doing s, T wish to say a word or two
about ¥ederal matters. T hope that in the near
future our Premier, or some representative, will
go down to the Premiers’ Conference and make
the best possible bargain for Queensland., As
far as I understand it, the Labour party are not
bouad to any particular scheme. Like ali other
hon. members, they wunt to see the very
best thing done for Queensland. They want
to sve this thing gone into fairly and pro-
perly Ly the best minds we have in Aus.
tra‘ia.  Itisa very important watter. ‘We had
the Premier telling us the other night that he
has not formulated any scheme; and the bon,
member for Brisbane South suggestad that a day
should be set apart for the discussion of the
matter, to see if some scheme cannos be drawn
up. The only reply the Premier made to hon.
members who made such a suggesticn was that
they did not know anything about it.  If the
Premier bas a scheme, then the floor of this
House is the proper placu for him to give infor-
mation about it, He could then get some infor-
mation frum the hon. member for Brisbine
South and frem the leader of our party which
might help him, Buat I really thivk what is
going to kappen in the near futare is this—the
Premier will go to this new party of his—thix
fighting p(uty—lw has changed the name from
National levml Union to the *‘ Liberal &)emo-
cratic party”—they are exactly the same prople
—T have no doubt that he will go to his new
party, and that he will get a big ““ad.” in the
local papers, and they will get up a big anti-
Federalory and acry @f ““Staterights.” That is
the cry on which the hon, gentleman wantstofight
the next elections—State versus Commonwealth,
No sane man, and no sane body of men, can
think we are going to get any good out of that
kind of work, Ttmay sult for pnlmcal purposes,
It may deceive a few people, or it may deceive a
number of people ; but it is not the proper way
to go about this business. The proper way is to
get the best winds in the various States to meet
and make the best terms they can; and I am
quite sure that is the wish of every member of
our party. Of course it will be very hard for
the Comwmonswealth Prime Minister to have to
go into this matter. He is a man with a splen-
did political reputation—absolutely clean. He
has never stooped to anything like dishonest
tactics. It will be very hard indeed for him
—and I know he will feel it very much, though
I suppese he will get over it—to have to
meet in conference men of such loose hubits
politically, and so unreliable, as the prasent
Premier of Queensland The hon. gentleman
has accused Mr. Fisher of having tried
to induce our leader to make friends with
him. Mr, Fisher never made such a proposal,
Mr. Fisher is a man with a clean record, and I
am proud to see him in the position he occupies
to-day. T only wish to goodness we could send
aclean man down to deal with him, and then we
would come to a very fair solution of the diffi-
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culty. There is a local matter that I would now
like to refer to. I have received aletter from an
LO.G.T. lodge in my electorate, expressing
regret that the Premier has not kept his promlse
to introduce licensing legislation, and they ask
me to bring this under the hon. gentleman’s
notice, and urge on him the 1mportance of
keeping tus promise. I think I can safely reply
to them that the hon. gentleman who is now
leading the (fovernment has never kept his pro-
mises unless it suited bis own book.

Hon. X. B, ForresT: They sent it to you, I
suppose, because you are a good templar.

Me. MULCAHY : They sent it to me because
they know that when a number of iny con-
stituents send anything te me in proper form it
will always receive my best attention. I am
not going to say anything unkind to the hon.
member, because { know that he has a lot of
sins to carry in connection with a certain big
monopouly—the Colonial Sugar Refining Con-
pany, 1 believe they are crippling men, and
then sending them back to Ttaly without com-
pensation. T helieve that a man named Torio
has gone back to that country, crippled, without
recerving vne penny by way cf compensation,

Hon. 3. B. Forrest ¢ Peor fellow,

Mr. MULCAHY : Jt is one of those heartless
acts »Vhic 1 you expect from s company like that,
The hon. wember for Herbert pointed ount the
hesrtless treatment they meted ont
to this poor man. 1 had thought
that the Minister for Mines was
rather inclined to be sympathetic with the mining
industry ;3 but the other day, when we bad a
depum\:um at which he was present, and ap-
peared willing to do something to h(ﬂp us, the
Premier put up his hand, and all the Minister for
Mi was allowed to do was to run out a nd act
e boy, and not say a word to the depu-
tation at all. Heis a young Minister, and quite
kindly disposed,

Mr. AmREY : A man who means well.

Mr. MULCAHY : A man who weans well,
and who heas fine feslings, and it wex an unkind
thing for the Premier to do.

Mr. Bowsan: That is characteristic of him.

Mr. \H LOAHY : That is the way he treats
men under him. There is another matter 1
would like to refer to briefly, and that is the
motor cars. We never know what they are
going to cost in the end.

An HoxotraBLE MEMBER: We shall know
when they kill four or five people.

M, MULCAHY : He has not started to kill
men in this country—1 suppose that will come
later on—but what L am concerned with is this
I saw a number of men at the Executive Build-
ings, which cost £140,000, and they were under-
mining the foundations to enable the Premier to
draw the motor car quire close to the doors to
enable him to step in and hurry away. There
is no doubt this_thing is becoming almost a
public scandal. In a short time, in order to
keep his supporters together, he will waut to
give them a motor car apiece. (Laughter.) Ha
is spending thousands ot pounds on motor cars,
but he has no money for the nining industry.
Then he must have a driver from home, a
thoronghbred driver, to come out here and drive
these motor cars. The Minister for Mines says
there is no man in Queensland or Australia
capable of driviny them. 'There are lot§ of
capable young meu in this State, and as a
native of the State he ought to recognise
that fact. Why should we go away to the old
world and import men to work at easy billels of
this kind? 7T think that when the Minister for
Mines comes to consider this thing seriously, he
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will quite agree with me that this shonld be
filled up by some younyg Australians who are
capable of doing it. But if yon got an Austra-
lian to drive ir. he would say *Tuat’s Kidston,
I knew him at Rockhampton,” and he would not
touch his hat and bow down to him. The Pre-
mier wants to get a man from the old country
who has dene a certain amount of gmvellmg He
wants him to style him as 8 r William Kidston
in the near fature, and to stoop down and touch
his bat. (Laughter.) No young Australian is
gond enough to drive Sir Williant Kidston,
Mr, MURPHY : Show ushow he has got to bow,
{Laughter.)

Mr. MULCAHY : I am not up to Sir William
Kidston’s idea; I am only an ordinary Aus-
tralian. T do ot think theve is a man in this
House who coukl fulfil the daties. There is a
good story told, and is came from Trelaud., They
say that if you put a begiar on huorssback he will
g0 to—ro

An HoxorraBri: MEMBER:
{Laughter.)

Mr. MULCAHY : That is the case with our
present Prime Minister. He has come from the
ranks ; the people put him where he is to-day,
and the other day he got up in this House, and
talke { about class.  ““ You are not class enouvh
for me, you are not my class.” However, I
would ask the House in all seriousness to give
some cousideration to the question of how to
help on the mining industry of this g-eat State
of (Qneensland. At the present time the mining
industry is in a very depressed condition, and I
wou'd ask the Government to reduce the vote
for immigration, and devote the amoung to the
assistance of that industry.

Mr. MITCHELL (Maruborough): I may just
mention that it is quite evident that the “‘gang
forward” p-licy of the Government is not atall 2
correct term, particulariy when we sse the Press
indicating that the whole of the programme laid
before the House at the beginning ot the session
will not be brought forward. The reforms that
were mentioned will not be introduced until we
get a Government on the Treasury benches
who are desirous of carrying them out. In
connection with reform, we have our public
works arrangements, our social reforms, our poli-
tical reforms, and various other 1ef07 ms, 1
think it is necessary at this stage to consider
the ]mssibility of devising some systemn of what
we might call financial refurm. Judging from
what appears in the Budget or Financial State-
ment, financial reform is a most desirable thing,
and one that shonld receive the immediate atten-
tion of this House, Last year she Treasurer of
this State estimated that he would have asurplus
of £7,104 at the closa of the financial year. The
surplus actually shown on the year’s transactions
is no less than £115,300. The peculiar thing
about this matter is that if the Treasurer forve-
casts a surplus of £7,000, and then shows a
surplus of over £100,000, he is credited with
being a great fivancier, and the bigger the mis-
take the Treasurer makes in that way the
greater credit he gets as a ficancier. What would
happen to an accountant in the employ of a
private firm if he did that kiud of thing? What
wonld happen to him if he calculated that the
income of the firm for a certain term would be a
certain amount, and it afterwards turned out
that he was many thousands out in his calenla-
tion; or if he calculated that the expenditure
would be a certain amount, and it was afterwards
found that he had made a mistake of several
thousands of pounds? In all probability the
firma would tell him that he was not capable of
filling the position he occupied. But the Trea-
surer of a State who makes a great blunder or
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miscalculation in his estimate «f revenue and
expenditure is hailed as a great financi v if that
blunder happens to be on the right side of the
ledger. Toe ex-Treasurer pointed out the other
pight that when he was in office he asked
the officers of the Raillway Department for
an eslimate of the probible revenue from
that department duaring thie current year, and
they told him that they would get £50,000
more this year than they got last year.
That is the estimate which was 1nade
under an officsr who previously occupied the
highest finarcial position in the 8 ate, that of
Auditor-General, and when the officials of the
department wers asked to miuke ancther caleula-
tion they again reported that the revenue would
probably be £50,060 more than last verr. The
Premier afterwards tated in this Honse that he
had consuited Mr. Thallon, aud thas that gentle-
man  estimated that the revenue would be
£100,000 more than it was last year, Mr. Thal-
lon, I understand, got the Depury Commissioner
appointed for the express purpose of looking
after the finances of the department, and yet we
find that in placs of the Governivent taking Mr.
King’s estimate, they take Mr. Thallon’s, Last
year there was exactly £70,000 of a mistake in
the railway estimate. If the Commissioner
made £70,000 of a mistake last year, is he not
just as likely to be £5C,000 out in his estimate
for the current year?* The bottom paragraph on
page 1 of the Financial Statemeno reads thus—
This table shows that in three itewms—viz, mining,
riilways, and miscellaneous—the reseipts aggregated
£90,573 less than anticipated, while, an the other hand,
receipts from the Commonweaith, taxation, and land,
exceeded the estimate by £131,567—a net excess of
£10,591,
I wish to direct the attention of hon. members
to the fact that the Commenwealth returned to
the State £53,000 more than was estimated Jast
year, and yet the Government are continually
complaining about the “Rob Roy finance ” of
the Federul Parllament. They speak of the
Federal Parliament as if it were a {oreign body
seeking the destruction of the State. A leading
paper which supporés the present Government
has shown that in place of the Commonwealth
Parliament having taken advantage of the Siate,
it has returned the State a great deal more than
it was entitled to return under the Braddon
section.  The paragraph which I have quoted
shows that the Government in their estimate of
revenue made a mistake of £90,000 in one case,
the receipts being that much under their
estimate, while in the other case the receipts
were £40,994 above their estimate. Are we not,
therefore, justified in saying that the estimate
of revenue for last year was not a very careful
or accurate estimate? Another paragraph of the
Stactement, which will be found at page 4, reads
as follows i —

The total amount of loan money we are lﬂ\ely to
have available this year is £1,052,339—that is, some
£13,000 more than we actually sps\nt last year. Butthe
active policy of railway construction authorised by the
ITouse last session will nceessitate a large increase in
our loan expenditure this year. As hon. members will
see from the estimates of loan expenditure laid before
them, I have estimated that we will require loan money
to the extent of £1,398,051 this year.

This is the point to which I wish to draw the
attention of the Committee—-

It will therefore be desirable, hefore the close of the
session, to wake provision for the replenishing of our
loan fund.

In comnection with the replenishing of our loan
fund I would like to state what is really meant
by aloan. A loan is generally supposed by the
working men of the country, and by a large
majority of the merchants of the country, to he
an indication that the Government have made
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up their minds to bring large sums of money into
the country. That is the idea generally conveyed.
‘When a loan has to be floated in Liondon there
is no indication in this country of, or likelihood
of, boxes of gold having been imported. All
that is done is_this: Say we are going to borrow
£2,000,000. The bonds are prepared and sub-
mitted to our agents in Liondon., Perhaps their
value is £100 each, and they are sold at £97 10s,,
or £98 10s., or £99 10s.—it all depends on the
credit of the State and the state of the money
market.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : And the rate
of interest.

Mr. MITCHELL : And the rate of interest,
I think there is only one case in the history of
Queensland when the bonds brought more than
the face value, and that was a loan bearing
interest at 4 per cent. When the bonds are sold
the banker advises the Government here that
the loan has besn realised or the bonds have
been sold to that amount. We bave to pay
then about £80,000 per £1,000,000 for the
£2,000,000 we have floated ; that is £160,000
actually gone in the firss instance,

The SECRETARY FOR RatLways: No,

The TrrastrRErR: Where do you get your
figures?

Mr. MITCHELL : From Coghlan. The
balance, £1,840,000, is placed to our credit in
the bank.

The SECRETARY FOR Rarnways: Do we pay
8 per cent. commission for floating a loan ?

Mr. MITCHELL: It costs £80,000 per
£1,000,000 to float a loan in London; and it
has gone as high as £125,000 for the interest and
flotation and expenses. That is laid down by
Coghlan.  As I was saying, we are advised that
the loan has been floated. The next step is, we
are told, it has been placed to our credit. Now,
suppose we want to begin the construction of a
railway, this is the way we operate : The bank
at home advises our bank here to open an
account with the Queensland Treasurer. That
is opened by the Queensland Treasurer, and he
has, perhaps, to make payments for the first
month to the extent of £10,000. He draws to
the extent of the £10,000, and pays the wages of
the workmen employed on the line. These
wages are again paid back to the storekeeper
and the draper, and others who have been letting
these men have what they require whilst work-
ing. 'This goes right back into the bank again,
and the result is that, in place of getting
£2,000,000 sent here, all that is done is that we
get the use of about £10,000 or £15,000 to operate
on to pay the wages of the workmen engaged on
that particular class of work. That £10,000 or
£15,000 did not come from London ; i is our own
money, and was here all the time.

The SECRETARY FOorR RarLways: We export
gold; we do not want to import gold.

Mr. MITCHELL : That is just the point I
want to come to. Theimpression in the country
is that capital is being introduced, when all that
we are doing is using our own money, the money
lying in the Savings Bank, the money that is
passing round from the workman to the merchant
and going back to the banks again. The very
same sovereigns that were paid out the first
month may be paid out again ; and the result is
that all the time the people of the State have
been deceived. I use the word advisedly; I
mean they are under the delusion that the
money has actually come out from the old
country—that boxes of gold from time to time
bave come out in ships and that capital has thus
been introduced into Queensland.
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The TREASURER: Do you mean to say we do
not get the nse of the money ?

Mr, MITCHELL : I mean to say we do not
require the use of the money. All we dois to
use £10,000 or £15,000 of the money raised and
placed to our credit.

Mr. HARDACRE : It is a popular superstition.

Mr. MITCHELL: Just a popular super-
stition. But I will tell you what has to be done.
We have to pay the interest on the £2,000,000.
And we have been borrowing money in this
faghion since Queensland became a separate
colony. We have been borrowing to such an
extent that we are now in debt to the amount of
£42,000,000; and we have paid more than
£42,000,000 in interest. Still we owe that
amount. During the past ten years we paid
over £15,000,000 in interest. I am not con-
demning the present Government for that ; T am
not condemning any Government ; all 1 want
the Committee to do is to consider the advisable-
ness of trying to determine on some course of
financial reform that will enable us to do away
with the idea that we are getting money imported
into the country-——that we are getting gold
brought out in boxes, While we think we are
doing that, we are simply circulating our own
money, and there is not a single new sovereign
comes from England to increase our capital,

The Treasvrer: Have you only just found
out that ?

Hoxn. R. Puire: What about our exports ?

Mr. MITCHELL: Our exports have been
very largely in excess of our imports.

Hon. R. Puirp : They belong to the individual,
not to the Government,

Mr. MITCHELL: It is simply a piece of
bookkeeping—~that money is placed in the bank
in London, and we are supposed to get the use
of it,

The TrREASURER : What money ?

Mr., MITCHELL: The£2,000,000that webor-
row—that we aresupposed toget the use of in circu-
lation. We would still have money in the bank,

not for any special benefit we get
[6.80 p.m.] from it, but only for the privilege

of paying interest on it. All thatis
done in connection with the matter is that a
cablegram is sent from the old country from the
agent in London that the money has been ob-
tained. We do not require any more of that
money. We do not want to borrow it. We
want to adopt some system whereby we will be
enabled to use that money without giving the
impression to the public that you have actually
got the money when we would only have the
right to use our own money.,

The TREASURER: Yousay we get only £100,000
for the £2,000,000.

My, MITCHELL : I do not blame the Trea-
surer for that particular matter—but we only
imagine we get that £100,000,

The SECRETARY ¥OR RAILWAYS : We do not
imagine we bave £25,000,000 worth of rallways.

Mr. MITCHELL : It is time some system
were adopted whereby we made our paper money
acceptable to the public, the same as we did
when the Queensland National Bank was in
difficulties. What did the Government of that
day do? They did not send £4,000,000 or
£5,000,000 worth of gold to the Queensland
Natiopal Bank at that time—they did not
even take the gold out of the bank that the
Queensland National Bank was owing to us.
All they did to re-establish the credit of the
Queensland National Bank at that particular
time, was to print across the face of the notes
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that they were Treasury notes, which actually
made the Government responsible for those notes.
That is all we want to do. I amn rot zoing to
attenpt to lay down a systemr as to how we may
accomyplish it, but T think it is really worthy of
the serions consideration of this Parhament, to
J by and find some system of munaging the affairs
of the State by fivancial reform thnf, will enable
them to do without having to pay this large sum
in interest that we pay every year.

The TrEASURER: You advocate a paper cur-
rency.

Mr. MITCHELL: Yes; I would advocate a
‘paper currency. I happened to turn up the
Telegraphk to-day, and I tind that Roosevelt, the
late President of the American Republic, has
taken up the questivn of a paper currency, and
other countries of the world are beginning to see
the advantage that would accrue by adopting a
paper currency. After the Franco-Prussian
War France bad a_very large indemnity to pay,
and they simply issued a paper currency, and
they redeemed the debt in a very short time.
The adoption of a paper currency would be of
great advantage to this country, and to any
other country. In connection with Iederal
matters, the revenue question is one that has
been considerably debated in this House, and I
am sorry to see the spirit that has been mani-
fested in connection with it—a spirit of antagon-
ism-—as if the I':deral Parliament was desirous
of destraying the power of the S-ates—not this
State alone, bnt all the States. When we
examine Bir* William Liyne's scheme, or Sir
George Turner’s, or Mr. Harper’s—any of these
—they are only tentative schemes—they do nct
say that is the scheme we are laying down, and
when the Braddon clause expires you must
accept it.  Conferences have met over and
over again, and they have tried by some
means or another to work out a scheme that
would be acceptable to the States, and also
acceptable to the Commonwealth, and they are
willing to consider auy =cheme that might be
introdnced by any Premier ov 'lreasuwt from
any of the States, The other night, when the
Prewtier was dizcussing this matter, he referred
particularly to the scheme mentioned by the
Federal Labour party at their late (,omentmu
and in connection with that he tried to show that
we would be very considerable losers if we
adopted the scheme that was laid down.

The TrrasuRER : I think he did show it.

Mr. MITCHELL: No; hedid not. If you
obsevve, he admitted, after going into the matter,
that he had made a wistake. At that par-
ticular time T rmade an interjection, and the
man in the gallery who was taking notes at
the time for the Courier spoke about me as
having made a speech. There were a good many
interjections being passed acrows the Chamber at
that time, and we had, as usual, the Home
Secretary chtmg up in his place and telling the
Chairman that I was out of order. I waut to
point out this: That T do not know that there is
#ny member in the House who has made a point
of watching not to be out of order more carefully
than I have done; and when T wmade that inter-
jection, I made it on the iuling of our present
Speaker. Several tim s this session, when hon.
mentbers have been called to order for making
interjections, the ruling has been this: That when
the mewhsr who is addressing the House does not
object to the interjections being mare, then it
is not the duty of the members of the House
or the Speaker to interfere in the matter,
The Preroier, when I was interjecting, listened
very carefally to what I was saying, becauss the
interjection I made was b)armg directly on the
subject. Yet the Home Secretary gets up in
his place and says that I was out of order. If
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the Home Secretary would give a little more
attention to other matters, in place of trying to
show his knowledge of the Standing Orders and
pusting this House right so often as he does, it
would be very much more profitable for him.
There is one thing that I am pleased with in
connection with this matter, and that is that the
Premier has thrown aside his claymore and
battle-axe. He said some time ago, according
to the papers, that he was going to fight the
Federal Labour party on the question of this
surplus revenue to be returned to the States.

Mr, MaxweLL: He did not say anything of
ths sort.

Mr. MITCHELL : He says that the papers
did not report him correctly, and we are prepared
to take his word.

Mr. HARDACRE : No; he said that he took no
notice of newspaper reports, but he did not deny
that it was correct.

Mr. MITCHELL : That places hin in even a
worse position than I thought he was, If he
does not deny the correctness of what the papers
said, and if the papers reported him corrrectly,
then T am pleased now to see that he has thrown
aside his armour, that he has washed off his war
pamt that lie is willing to approach this question
in somethicg like a reasonable attitade, und that
he is prepared to consider this question, not
in a spirit of antagonism, but praciically in a
spirit of I‘Pldtll)nshlpf which is a ¢ ose rela-
tionship between the States and the I'ederal
Parliament.

The TREASTRER : I thought he always showed
that at any of the conferences which he attended.

Mr. MITCHELL: T am not speaking of the
conferences he attended, I am speaking about the
statements he made immediately be landed in
Australia,

Mr. Rynaxp : In Adelaide.

Mr. MITCHELL: It is reported in the
papers that when he landed in Adelaide he
declared that he was going to fight the Iederal
Labour party on this watter, Ons of ey objec-
tions the other night was that he w:s not going
to fight the scheme bub the party. I have one
or two figures heve which I have worked out in
connection with this matter. In 1901 the
amonnt returned hy the Federal Parliament to
the States was £3,599,702.

Mr. Ryraxp: They are only for the half-year.

The TrreasvreR : Those are the figures for the
half-year ended on the 30th June, 1901.

Mr, MITCHELL: The fullowing figares will
show the amounts returnable to the States in the

years named :— .

99, 70 2

Ialf-yvear cnding 31st June, 1901 ... 35
19012 e 7.
1902-3
1903-4
190%-5
1905-6
1906-7
1907-8
1908 9 .

Now, if we lake thc x\l\uh. Of Lheae eight and a-

haif years, and divide them by eight and a-half,

and ‘then deduet the «£1,000,000, which the

Federal Labour party suy that the} are entitled

to claim for incidental and miscellanesus ex-

penses, it will leave a balance to be divided
amongst the States of about £6,700,000. I have
also worked the figures out 1n another way. [
took five years out of these eight and a-half
years.

The TREASURER :
years?

8,839,
8063 L6902

Did you take the five best

M, Mitchell.]
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Mr, MITCHELL : No; not the best years.
I did not take the three yearsin which £8,000,000
was returned to the States. T want to be fair in
this matter, and 1 want to bring this point before
the House in order that the attempt made to
fight the Federal Labour party will, if not
destroyed altogether, be at least modified.

have taken the five years during which
£7,000,000 odd was returned to the States.
The amcunts for these years are £7,364,236,
£7,378,479, £7,142,769, £7,384,383, £7,845,574;
that gives a total of £37,122,872, which, divided
by five, gives the average for each year of
£7,424,574.
wanted by the Commionwealth, that will leave a
balance of £6,424,574 to be divided amongst the
States. Tne Premier said thatthe Federal Tabour
party were seeking to reduce the amount to
£4,000,000.

The TreasvrER : He said £5,000,000.

Mr. MITCHELL : He did not say £5,000,000
till we corrected him, P

Mr. MaxweLL: You have not corrected him
yet.

Mr. MITCHELL: Yes; T have corrected
him. He said £4,000,0006, and then admitted
that it was £5,000,800, but vou see from those
figures it will come to £6,424574. Now, that
does not put such a bad aspect on the affair,
because it is quite apparent to anyone who has
considered the matter that as we go along the
Commonwealth is bound to require more for
expenditure than they have been getting. If a
scheme can be worked out something on the
basis laid down by the Federal Labour party in
the conventiov, then there will be a possibility
of a speedy settlement beinyg come to by both the
States and the Commonweilth. Buat if our
Premier and our Treasurer—who will probably
go down —go down there with a determination
to oppose everything that co>mes before them
unless they get their own wav——ro

The TrEASURER : Ts it likely they will do that?

My, MITCHELL: I was very pleased, as L
said, to see the Chief Seeretary throw asids his
warlike implements, Now that he has come to
that decision it will be necessary for him to go
down to the conference which is to be held with
a give-and-take idea before him. Tf they go in
that spirit, and if the representatives from the
other States go in that spirit, Tam quite satisfied
the Federal representatives will ineet them in
such a manuner that the solution of the whole
matter will be speedily accomplished. I do not
mean to say that it will be accomplished in an
hourortwo, but Tthink itconld e accomplished in
one sitting. TheSpeaker said theother nightthat
ata time like this—particularly on the Address in
Reply—wemight box the whole political COMpass.
But I amn anxious to see this debate concluded.
Along with my colleagues, T am anxicus to see
the business of the session carried through as
quickly as possible, and so I have made a point
of not bringing in any collateral subjects, bat
have counfined myself strictly to the financial
aspect of the matter. I shall Jeave the other
matters to be discussed in detail when they come
before us undertheirvarious headings. Isincerely
hope that soms attention will he paid to what I
have said in connection with adopting some
system of financial reforr, and trying to abnlish
the great amount of interest that we have to pay
annuaally for loans that we have never got, for
money that never comes to the State, and the
conception that has been given to the people
of Queensland that, if they go down to the
wharves after a loan has been floated in Lon-
don, they will see large quantities of cases of
sovereigns being landed from the steamers coming
from the old country. There is a false coneep-
tion abroad that capital is heing driven out of
the country, and that capital is not coming into

[Mr. Mitchell.
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the country. The Labour party have never
driven capital out of the country. It has been
proved, on the other hand, that ever since the
inception of the Labour party this State has
stood better financially in the Liondon market
than it ever stood before.

The TrEASURER : That is since the coming of
the Morgan-Kidston party.

My, MITCHELL : It is since the advent of
the TLabour party, and because of the power that
was in the Liabour party when there were thirty-
four of ther sitting behind Mr, Morgan. It
must not be forgotten that the Labour party at
that time had the full dominating power; but
they came under the Morgan Ministry to assist
in righting the finances, and they did it success-
fully—so successfully that our loans stand higher
than ever befure, and our credit is so good that,
if it were necessary to float a loan—which T hope
it will not be—we should be in a better position
than any other State in the Commonwealth,

Mr. SWAYNE (Mackay) : There are several
featuresin the Financial Statement that are very
satisfactory. For instance, there is a reference
to the increased amount of land settlement and
to the increase in the railway receipts. One
noteworthy point in connection with the increase
in the railway receipts is that it has been coinci-
dent with a reduction in the railway fares and
freight#. That is a refutation of the argument
that is sometimes used that a reduction in fares
and freights means a reduction in receipts, As
a matter of fact, it often leads to increased traflic,
and the Financial Statement proves that that
has been the case on this occasion. I am very
pleased at the increased amount of land settls-
ment that has taken place. In reference to that
I should like to pay a tribute to the energy dis-
plaved by the late Secretary for Lauds. One
could not but be struck with the energy the hon.
gentleman put into his work from the first day
he took that portfolio. Very snon after he took
office X was on the Richmond River, avd T found
people coming into Queensland from thut distriet,
and betweenthenand nowtherehasbeenacsnstant
stream of settlers coming from there into this
State. That has been largely due to the exer-
tions of the hon, gentleman. One item on the
Estiinates that T do not think wasthere last year
is £20,000 for new school buildings. That is a
very desirable object. Knowing as I do the
difficulties that parents labour under, I think
that is a vote which will meet the very pressing
requirements in this direction. Another pleas-
ing ttem on the Estimates is the amount set down
for increasing the number of itinerant teachers. I
also notice that there is an increase in the vote
for deep sinking and prospecting, The mining
representatives seem to think the amount is in-
sufficient.  Still, there is an increase, and I be-
lieve that anything which tends to encourage our
primary industries will have a beneficial effect.
At the same time I notice that there is a decrease
in the Estimates for the Department of Agricul-
ture, That is a matter for regret, as expenditure
in connection with such an important depart-
ment, I feel certain, would be amply repaid. I
shall have more to say upon the subject when
the Estimates of the department are vnder con-
sideration. I desire to congratnlate the Minister
who has lately taken charge of the depart-
ment. I have had the pleasure of knowing
him for a great number of years, and I feel
sure that he will in every way prove himself
worthy of the position. Most of the agricul-
turists of the State will be pleased to have a
Minister who has been taken from the ranks
of the primary producers. I am sure that most
right-thinking people will join in condemning
the despicable attempt that was made to cast
odium on the Government on account of his
appointment ; it only shows their poverty in
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legitimate arguments., Flis career is an example
toanybody. More than thirty years ago he took
up land in an outlying part of the Mackay
distrier, and for a number of vears worked as an
ordinary ploueer farmer. He then introduced
capital, erected a mill, and turned ons a large
quantity of sugar. It has bzen stated that
bhe was an emplover of black labour, but he
was compelled to parily make wuse of this
fabour. It must be remembered, however, that
at the same time he fouud employment for
a large number of white men, and at various
times had hundreds of men working for bim,
Any man who gocs into our electorate now
will find that some of the hon. gentleman’s
warmest supporters, and some of the men who
waork hardest to secure his return to this Honse,
ar: men who were at one time his emyployees.
T noties al-o that there is £200,000 down on the
Lstimates for loans to losal bodies, as against
£100,000 Jast year. It is needless-for me to ray
that thess bodies, cspecially in the countre dis-
tricts, are always short of money, and it is for
the general weltare that they require to borrow.
I must =ay, however, that next year T should
like to #ee sowme provision made to assist Joc:l
bodies from the consolidated revenue. It seems
to me to be unfair that the whole of the burden
of making and maintaining roads that are exsen-
tial to the wel’are of the community has had to
be thrown on the shouldeis of a few. At present
in Qurensland, with a popuiation of nearly
(00,000, the whole of that load is thrown on
80,000 or 90,000 ratepayers, who have to maintain
th= roads—the avenues through which their pro-
ducts are brought to market, and which are just
as essential to the welfare of the other members
of the community as it is to them. As a case in
point, T notice that, at a recant meeting of the
shire council in my electorate, there was a dis-
cussion in connection with bridges. They have
rebuilt one as a suspepsion bridge at a cost on
thisoceasionof £7,000. Previous re-erectionshave
eost them something like £11,000 or £12.00, and
altogetherthey have spent something like £20,000.
During the busy time of the year the greater
part of the people who use that bridge are not
ratepayers ; they are commercial travellers, and
people going on business, in search of employ-
ment, and so on, and I certainly think thut
some means should be provided by which they
should bear their share of the cost of that
work. 1t avas pointed out that unless something
in that way was done in connection with this
bridge an additional rate of 4d. would have
to be levied. They are already rated to the
extent of 3d., and that 3d. rate meauns that,
in the course of a lifetime, every prodncer in
that district will pay away half the value of his
farm for the maintenance of the roads. [ think
the burlen is altogether out of proportion, and
it 1s increasing, and I hope that next year some
provision will be mads whereby the general
public will contribu'e towards this expense. In
connection with the Agricultural Liand Bank,
there have been several criticisms made. There
is nn doubt on the whole that it has been a
benefit. I know many who have availed them-
selves of its conditions, and they tell me that it
has been of far more advantage to them to do so
thun to horrow in the ordinary way. I notice
that in the report of the commmnittee of manage-
ment it is stated—

The Agricultural Bank Acts, 1001 to 1905, permit of
advance: being made for certain specified purposes
only, and it somstimes happens that a farmer requiresa
little assistance in order to defray expenses in other
directions. This we are unable to give, and where the
security is good in some cases the accounts have been
taken up by other banks.

Now, they admit here that they have not been
able to advance when securities are good, and, so

[10 DEcEMBER.]

Supply.

far as T can learn, it is more particularly the case
in stich an incident as this. In the first place,
the original Aect only allowed of advances for
improvements to Government lands and free-
hold. Then we had an amending Act to
enlarge its scope, which allowed of advances
Feing made to 3 off mortgages and purchase
stock and implewents. But one thing seemsy to
have been left out. While it allows a man who
iz in ditficulties to borrow money to redeem his
mortgage, it does not allow a man who buys his
land on time payment to borrow money for the
completion of the purchase. Tor instance, speak-
ing from memory, a man can borrow ona-third the
value of the seeurity for the purpose of paying off
% debt, but if he buys the land on deferred pay-
ments, and hasalresdy paid two-thirds, he cannot
Borrow tha remaining third—yet the security in
hoth cases seems to be cqually good.  Thope that
next s ssion we shall have an amending Bill
brought down which will meet this objrction. I
note that there is £30,000 down for Tmmigration,
and I should like to say a few words on this
matter. It has been asserted that if you bring
people here you impair the chaices of employ-
ment for those who are alreadv here, but it seems
to me that, if care is exercised in the selection of
immigrants, the reverse will be the case. As a
case in point, I wight mention that in the dis-
trict 1 represent there ave wore than 1,000
producers, all registered under Federal legisla-
tion, so we kuow exactly how many there
are.  Tully 75 per csut. of these people
came out as immigrants, and are now pro-
duacers, aud each of them produced last year
to the value of £300 worth of sugar. Roughly
speaking, the output in the district is estimated
at £580,000, and, if those men had not been
brought ous here, we shouid have heen poorer by
that extent. Again, every one of these menis
now employed. They maks work for others, and
T »m within the wark when I say they each pay
fally £300 in wages. That shows that, if the
right kind of men are brought out, so tar from
decrea~ing employment, they add to the oppor-
tunities.  Some were brought oat last yenr, and
at the time T did not think it was the best
system under which they were brought out, but
some of them have already got farms of their
own., That is another case showing that judi-
cious sction in this respect wounld be beneficial to
ally It shows the opportunities of settlement
that there are in every direction, and as showing
that there is plenty of money to ba esrned by those
who are witling to work in the sugar districts, I
should like to read an extraet from a paper
published in the Tweed district—

Writing from Mesmman on 6th September, Edgar Mann
savs : * Johmson’s gang was top last month. At 3s. 6d.
a ton. and tucker, they cleared gver 423, with Platt’s
and Fahey’s gang close behind. Johnsen’s gang has
now made £62, clear of rations, for fourteen weeks’
work.”

AMr. Woobs : How many hours a day did they
work?

Mr. SYWAVNE : They svere oncontrach, The
number of hours they worked was entirely an
optional matter.

My, Lexnow :*Do you grudge them the amount
they got?

Mr. SWAYNY : Tdonotin any degree grudge
them the amount they earned, T am only too
pleased that they earned thatamount, but whenwe
hear so often theery that we should not bring any-
body here because working wen are so badly off
thatthey have to apply for relief rations in Bris-
bane, I think itisonly right to show that there is
another side to that question, and that men dis-
posed to work can earn good money. And that
1s a common occurrence throughout those dis-
tricts,

Mr. Swayne.]
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Mr. Maxx: They only got two crops in the
Mossman district this year, and the crops were
poor.

Mr. SWAYNE: There was a reason for the
crops being poor. If sufficient labour had been
available the crops would have been better in
some places than they were. There was a diffi-
cnlty in some districts in getting labour for
cultivation, and to that difficulty is attributable
to a certain extent the shortness in preduction.
But to resume my quotations—

Writing from Nelson, via Cairns, on 18th August, W,
Coe says: ““ [ wish to report to your popular paper (I
see a good many /feralds about hored some good news
from the North, and I ani sure you will b glad to hear
that the Tweed boys are making good records in the
canefields.”

The writer goes on to tell of their success.

Mr. Bowaax: Wasn't it said years ago that
white men could not work in the canefield ?

Mr. KEoGH: I remember the time when it
was said that you could not grow a cabbage on
the Downs. Now it is the garden of Queensland.
(Hear, hear !)

Mr, SWAYNE: Tt does not matter what
was said years ago. T am showing that there
are plenty of opportunities for men who are
brought out here to earn good money. I have a
cutting here frora the Mackay Standard, which
clearly indicates the opportuuities there are for

and. from my own
practical knowledge of the bus%ness, I cé).n say
that the figures given in that cutting are fairly
correct. It shows that a man with a capital of
between £300 and £400 ean pay his first instal-
ments on the land, pay for the necessary
improvements, and purchase his working plant,
and come ont at the end of the first righteen
months £100 to the good. I know, from my
own experience, that that is quite correct.
Again we are told that there is no land for
these people when they come here—that it is
all locked up in big estates. In answer to that
statenient, I cay that men can buy land on very
easy terms, as the following extract will show -

Aunother illustration can be snpplied by the following

which is merely one example of many concerning tands
which are oblainabie here:—100 acres of land are for
sale on the following terms :—~£35 per acre, £500; £50
cash. The balanece, £45 repayable with interest at 5
per cont. by & royalty of §s. per ton on ecane wn,
with the condition that not less than 20 aer i« put
under erop the first year, and sufficient thereafter to
keep np the average tonnage of 20 acres of plant cane,
say, about 400 tons @ yvear.
Hon. members will see that nine-tenth= of the
payments for the land come out of the crop—
that as the crop is grown the land is paid for.
I an sure that nobody could desire more favour-
able terms than those, and there is plenty of
land in the sugar districts' obtainable on those
terins,

An HoNorraBLE MEMBER :
that?
~ Mr. SWAYNE: T am not certain what land
it is, but T take it to be the Barrie land, which
is very gond land indeed, and you can get good
land there as £4 and £3 an acre, cn very easy
terms. In the Courier of the 23th November
the following telegram from Melbourne ap-
peared -

In the Senste to-day Senator Stewart asked if there
was any truth in the statement made by Mr. Swayne
in the Queenzand Parlinment that the estimated
shortage of the stzar crop was due to the insuificiency
of labour to look aiter the voung crop. The reply was
that according to the reports of the Quesnsiand
officials there was plenty of labour, and the shortness of
the crop was due to frosts,

emall canitalists to do waell +

What land is

That is not exactly what I said, 1 said that it
was partly due to shortage of labour, and partly
to the Federal regulations. Sir William, the
year before, referred to the shortage in the
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acreage that was under cane, and in his estimate
allowed for a deficiency in the crop on that zc-
count. I think I possess a knowledge of the
conditionsof theindustry equalto thatof any man,
and 1 can say thatthe uncertainty regarding Fed-
eral accion 1n this matter has had a detrimental
effect oa the sugar industry. Over twelve
months ago the Federal Minister for Customs
and Execise issued new regulations, in which
provision was made, among other things, for an .
eight-hour day on farms.  That created quite a
consternation among cane-farmers.  Anybody
who knows anything about farming knows that
an eight-hour dayis impossible. Representations
were made to the hon, gentieman on the subject,
and he has now dropped the eight-honr day. But
still thereis always an uncertainty with regard to
what action wiil be taken by the Federal anthori-
ties, and this power of Federal interference has a
detrimental effect on the industry, where a man
with capital ean make a rise and wage-earners
get good money—an industry which in that
respect is second to none in Australia. I would
commend this matter to the consideration of
those who wish toenlarge the scope of Federalin-
terference in State affairs. The sugar industry is
suffering under an advanced edition of the policy
of new protection, Atanyrate, theacreage returns
do not show that it is having a very good effecton
the industry, and it will be just as well for electors
to bear these things in mind when the Iederal
elections take place.
- Mr. Bowyax : Do you approve of the protec-
tive policy ?

Mr. WHite: Certainly.

Mr. SWAYNE : Now I should like to say a
few words about the Dbonnty. The term
““bounty’” is a misnomer. The proper word is
“rebate.” What would wheatgrowers think if
they were placed in the position that for every
bushel of wheat they produced they were required
to pay ls. before th=y ceuld sell it in any
Australian market, but that if they complied
with certain conditions imposed hy a Minister
resident in Melbourne, which might or might not
be calculated to injure the industry, they would
get back 93, per bushel 7 Well, that is exactly the
position of the sugar industry. I am only plac-
ing the facts clearly before the Committee.
Nothing has been said about the excise; hut T
find that in 1902-3 the excise collected on sugar
in Australia amounted to £261,517, while the
bounty paid was £60,872, leaving a surplus to
revenue of £200,690 ; 1 1903-4 the excise was
£272,117, and the bounty £97,045, leaving
gsurplus to revenue of £175,072; in 19045
the excise was £503,627, and the bounty
£128,178, leaving surplus to revenue of £375,449
in 1805-6 the excise was £536,079, and the bounty
£154,709, leaving surplus to revenue of £381,370;
in 1906-7 the excise collected was £546,653, and
the bounty £335,916, leaving surplus of £210,737.
During the first two quarters of this period out
of the six States in which excise was collected,
Queensland paid more than one-fourth. Tam not
complaining ; but so much has been said about the
benefit that I thought both sides of the question
should be put before the Committee. (Hear, hear!)
All the consumer pays is the protective duty, but
the bounty comes out of the excise. As showing
I am right, when the excize wasincreased a short
time back the price of cane fell, Tn these five
years the receipts in regard to excice amcunted
to £2,119,993, while the bounty paid was £776,675;
so that the industry paid £1,553,318 more than
it received. These are the figures up to 1906-7.
Since then sufficient excize has been collected to
bring the total excizse up to £3,613,771, whilst
in Sir William Lyne’s last Budget Speech he
estimated the margin of excise over bounty at
£127,000. A great deal has been said about

All sugar men do.
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paying for a white Australia, and T see no reason
why we should not pay for a white Australia;
at the same time, therise in the price of sugar
just after federation was not commensurate with
the complaint made. During the five years
prior to federation, the price of sugar in New
South Walrs was £19 15=. a ton; in the five
years subsequent to federation the price was £21
2s. 61, 5 8o that New South Wales only paid £1
17x. 6. more. She also received during that time
from the industry, in the shape of excise, the
snm of £§12,015. Victoria was very well off ;
she got sugar cheaper alter federation than
before, Tfor the five years preceding federa-
tion the price was £22 10s. per ton; for the five
years succeeding federation the price dropped
to £20 133, She also received a revenue of
£464,371 from excise.

Mr. Bowdax: Do you mean to say that Vic-
toria never contributed towards the bounty ?

Mr. SWAYNE : She got her sugar cheaper,
at any rate. Queensland did pay more for her
sugar, because the price jumped £5a ton as a
result of the new system. Before federation we
did not veceive any benefit from our £5 a ton
proteciive duty., In Tasmania the position is
much the same as in Victoria, and South Aus-
tralia was very much the same as in New South
Wales, It is also to be remembered, in connec-
tion with this industry, that 45,000 people are
getbing a living out of it; and as fu1 the wages
paid i the sugar industry, no agricultural
industry in the world pays so well. Iully
75 per cent. of the returns go in wages. I
wish now to say a word with respect to our
efforts th promote settlement on our vacant
areas, We have large areas of good lan: still in
the bands of the Crown in the North. In my
district there are large areas of fertile Jand on
Hunnel CUreek, at the head of the Ritzroy
waters; and there are points within sight of the
sea where you could ride a day without seeing a
soul, There is the Eungella tableland, consist-
ing of lurge areas of guod sernb land and
forest land, well adapted for mixed agriculture
and dairying. There is a solid block of 5,000
acres on the eastern fall of the range—Silent
Grove—within 2 miles of a railway, still in
the hands of the Crown, all goud sugar

land. And as you go north, T understand,
the areas of unalienated land increase in size.
The question presants itself: What form of
industry is most calculated to promote setéle-
ment in that part of the State. Xor the
purpose of obtaining information 1 wrote
to the Instructor of Tropical Agriculture.

I asked him, quite apart from the sugar in-
dustry——of course we know the sugar industry
has done yeoman service, and has

[7.30 p.n1.] been a big factor in the settlement

of those Jands—but we should like
to see other industries carried on there. There
are great possibilities for dairying all over the
country, especially ~on the fablelands al the
back, and on the coastal Jands as well. T wished
to gather information regarding other industries
than these, so I wiote to the gentleman in ques-
tion. I know he is well qualitied to give an
opinion, and I asked him if he could give me
any information un the point. His reply is as
follows :—

Sir.—Your letter of the 31zt ultimo, I regret delay in
reply due to pressure of work., I now attach a list of
soinc of the prolucts that may be cultivated in our
tropical North.

Against these I have estimated the average returns
per acre and the average value of the product per acre.
These figures are, of ¢ourse, only approximats, to be
exact weuld involve a very great deal of work, time,
and differentiation between species and varieties that
is not really required.

Your point, I gather, is to ascertain what area and
what amount of settlerment within our tropics is possible
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at present in the cultivation of products consumed in
the Comnmonwealth, This list will help you in the
matter, but 10 complete your information the statistical
returns of Commonwealth imports are reguisite. I
have not got these, but you can no doubt readily obtain
them.

As an example: In the agricultural report jnst
issued, page 7, the Urder Secretary (:otesscme figures
of value of imports, presumably into Queensiand only.

At anyrate, as far as these imports are concerned,
he only refers to Queensland. I was interested
in the Commonwealth, and I will give the Com-
monwealth figures instead. Ele goes on to say—

Taking the figures of the whole Commonwealth
probably this one item alone (rice), if properly en-
couraged, would reprasent at least ten times this—viz.,
20,400 acres or 500 families.

So also if the figures of importation of raw rubber
were obtained cvery 400 Ib. weight, or £75 worth, would
represent 1 acre that might be under cultivation here.
And on the same basis every £300 in value represents
one possible settler (with his family).

This £300 basis is of course optional,and I onl¥ quote
it as a suggestion. It would be wearisome and unneces-
sary to work out in detail the exact cost of prodretion
ot each staple, and these wouid all differ somewhat.
Tor approximate caleulation 40 per cent. may he taken
as a working average. The £300 at this rate represents
£120 for eort of production, and £180 profit or wages
of the cnitivator, or nearly £3 10s. per week. No doubt
this may be looked npon as very low by some farmers,
ete., but is, I think, neverthele«s reasonable. Averago
wages for farm labour in the North being about £100
per annum.

The prices I have quoted ere per acre, and not per lb.
or per ton, and are for the raw product as the grower
would sell it unless otherwise mentioned. It may be
necessary therefore to obrtain the cwrrent market
prices, and to ascertain whether the lmport returns
relate to prepared ur raw produets, The difference in
prices between the raw and prepared produets, which
will 1 e foun.d to be great in some instances, while small
in others, is accounted for by losses in the proecesses of
curing. preparing, the cost of same and transport, £c,
as well as middlenizn’s and retailers’ profits.

The matter of the preparation or msanufacture of the
products for the retail market is another guestion.
Generally it is sooner or luter found better and cheaper
to manufacture ncar rhe sourcce of production. ‘fhe
advancement of these industries would theretfore wmean
also increase of faetories somewhere, uot to mention
the small army of tradesmen that eveu a comparatively
small hamlet will require and suppert, especially when
closely =zttled, and in smail areas as these products
mostly require,

At any rate, he made it clear in the letter that
there are gund opportumties for co-cperative
wanufactures somewhas on the lines at  pre-
sént in existence in connection with central
sugar-mills.  He goes onto say—

The items quoted are lhnited practically to the mar-
Xets of the Commonwealth ; none can bereckoned upon
as possible for export. XMany goods are imsported at
present in a manufic.ured state (for instance, rubber
and cotton goods, rice, ropes, brushes, oils, encoa, ete.)
which eannot now be ecalculated in above figures, but
whicl, i the raw msterial were available, would be
mannfactured within our country, and the dew:and for
or consumption of the raw prodnet be far more. really,
than is indicated by the figures of present imports of
raw aterial into the Commonwealth. Indeed, the
amount of raw material imported may be taken to
represent but a moiety of the actual demand or market
for a product.

At any rate, regarding the Commonwealth con-
sumption of these articles, I might menticn that
from the Year Book lately supplied to us I made
the following estimates—they are not estimates,
they are frcts.  We lmport trojiesl products in
Australia to the value of £2,518,014. These areim-
portad from Ceylon, Hongkong, and other parts
of China, India, Straits Settlements, Japan, and
Java, Thev are as follows :—Coffee, £22,658;
rice, £205,802; oil, £127,406; raw cotton,
£20,882: and in a manufactured form, we im-
port the following -—Spices, £46,690; nuts,
£78,420 ; tapioca, £40,935 ; tea, £877,279; bags
and sacks, £1,102,852; manufactured rubber
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goods and cocoa, £335,780; a gross total of
£2.854,794.  As far as tea and sacks are con-
cerned, under present conditions these could not
very well be produced in the State. In regard
to the best means of accomplishing this object,
as a help it seems to me we might bave some
educational es:tablishinent, on similar lines to
the agricultural college, in connection with
tropical agriculture. It was mentioned many
years ago, and the timne has arrived when some
such system should be put into effect. I notice
there is an amount of #£2,500 on the LEstimuates
for the salary of Dr. Maxwell, I understand,
and I am very pleased tu hear it, that there is
no intention of continuing his serviees, 1 did
not contemplate for one moment, sfter the
resolution that was carried here concerning that
gentleman last year, that his services would be
continued. I may say I have followed his
career here, and when he came here I was
prepared to receive him with an open miud;
in fact, was favourably disposed towards
him. I do not for one mowment question
his selentiic knowledge, but, as a practi-
cal man, I can only say the results have nog
justitied his appointment. There is no doubt a
cowpetent officer is required to take charge of
the cential sugar-mills; but we would get far
better results if the Government followed some-
what on the lines of the Colonial Sugar R:fining
Company, as far as the travelling inspectors are
concerned. I do vot know what the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company pay their inspectors,
but I thivk I am quite =afe in saying it is not
one-half the amount Dr. Mixwell has received,
Then, we also want an inspector of agriculture,
and we should also get an officer for that av less
than one-half the amount spent on this gentle.
man. I shall refer more particularly to the work
of the Victorian Departizent of Agriculture
when our own Agricultural Hstimates come
before the Cominittee ; and, T might wmention
now, I have written to the Under Secretary in
Victoria,and I have received a list of the amounts
they pay the officials of the department there.
The highest man was Professor Wallace, a
gentleman of very bigh standing, and they have
such men as Dr. Cherry, Dr. Howell, and so on,
and nov one of these gentlemen get more than
£800 cx £1000 a year, which is less than one-third
the salary paid to Dr. Alaxwell, T weuld Like
to draw attention to a few matters connected
with the electorate I represent, which I eonsider
is as good as any district in the State. We have
been very quniet abont railway matters in our
district, but I would like to point out that no
district is superior to that in the opportunities it
affords for the construction of light agricultural
lines, which we have heard so much of in this
House. The lines which belong to the State
in the district are working successfully ; they
have been very remunerative, and they stand
high on the list in the returns they give
on the capiial invested. Last jear, in my dis-
trict, the railways earned per train ile 6s. 84d.,
at a cost of 3s, 105d. ILast year the State lines
in that disteict paid 3.752 per cent., and the year
before they returned 4 per cent, That shows
that the railways there are doing very well, I
might also mention that this satifactory result
is largely owing to the extensions made by the
shire council.  But 32 miles of additional railway
are wanted in that district, inclading 25 miles to
Plane Creek, and 7 miles to the Eungelia Range,
It is estimated that the Plane Creek line would
produce a revenue of £6,000, which would Jeave
a balaucs of clear profit, after providing for ex-
penses and interest, of the sum f £2,000,
Another line which is needed is an extension to
the Eungella Plateau.

The SrereTaRY ror Ralrwavs: It is being
surveyed at the present moment.

[3r. Swayne.
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Mr. SWAYNE: I am very pleased to hear
the Minister say so. I may say that a private
company wanted to run a line with a 2-feet
gauge to that range from the present railway
terminus. I think, though, it would be a mis-
fortune if this district was only tapped by a
private line. If a Government line is built there
it will lead to the development of the dairyivg
industry, mixed farming, the encouragement of
the timber industry, and so on, which a private
line will not serve. T thought it was my duty
to bring these few matters before the House.
(Hear, hear!)

Mr. LENXNON (Herbert): 1 canpot under-
stand what purpose the hon. member who has
just preceded me had in referring to the low
price of land at Mackay. Rrally it seems re-
warkab’e that land can be got a7 that low price
at Mackay.

Mr. SwaTNE: And good land toe, don’t forget
it.

Mr. LENNON : And he emphasises it by
saying that it is gond land, teo. I awm notan
advocate for high-priced land ; I amn as great an
advocate for cheap land as any other hon. mem-
ber. (Hear, hear!}) But I am astonisbed to
find that land c¢in be got in Mackay, and
“good land too, don’t forget it,” at the mice
mentioned by the hon, gentlemar. If the land
is s0 cheap at Mackay, why should it be sc much
dearer at Geraldton? [ know one man at
Geraldton who is paying rent for his land at the
rate of £2 per acre per aunum for 150 wcres,
while land can be hought right out at Mackay
for £5 an acre,

Mr. SwarNg: We are too modest at Mackay
in not asking for more.

Mr. LENNON: Another remark which the
hon. gentleman made was to the effect that the
wages paid to the white workers {u the cavefields
amounted to 75 per cent. of the value of ths re-
turns.  Well, 1 am prepared to challenge that
statement, and I think that hon. meubers in this
House will see that the hon. gentlenan is draw-
ing the long bow when he says that. I think if
he had put it at 50 per cent. as the very maxi-
mum he would bave been nearer the wark.
There is not a member in thiz House who wiil
agree with him that it takes 75 per cent. of the
value of the returns to pay the wages of the
white workers, Now, the junior member for
Mackay was guilty of what I may term a dis-
creel indiscretion the vther day when he said he
would not support the Trade Disputes Bill,
and I suppose that is the reason why the
Bill bas been dropped. We know that the
hon. member must have felt that be was too
young a member of this House to attempt
to dictate to the Government in that way,
and that acconnts for the eculegy he passed
on the Government to-night. Naturally the
hon. gentleman shows a proper sense of grati-
tude when his wishes are met by the Govern-
ment so readily in the matter of the Trade
Disputes Bill, and he knows that it is up to him
—t0 use a carrent expression—=to thank thens for
their kindness. I will not deal any longer with
the hon. gentleman, but I could not resist the
temptation of making these few remarks. I had
intended to speak at Jength on the Ifinancial
Statement, but, owing tothe exhaustive manner
in which it has already been dealt with by the
leader of this party, and after the strong and
searching criticism of the hon. member for Bris-
bane Scuth, the ex-Treasurer, it would bs unne-
cessary forme totraverse that ground again. 1 wi_ll
content myself with reterence to a few items in
the Financial Statement, and on those references
I propose to hang a peg on which again I will hang
some other remnarks. On page 2 of the Financial
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Statement, dealjng with the revenue, it is pointed
out that the Commonwealth—that terrible Com-
monwealth that has been so much spoken about
lately—increased its contribution to this State
during the year by £60,938, while the railways
showed an increase for the year of £117,412,
there being a total increase in the whole revenue
of £221,440. T want to point out that while we
have an increassd contribution from the Com-
monwealth, and an accelerated increase in the
revenue from the railways, that there is no
necessity for the sombre view taken generally by
the Treasurer in this Financial Statement.

"Mr. GraNt : Do youcall it sombre? The hon.
member for Brizsbane South does not.

Mr. LENNOXN: I am not fortified hy long
telegrams and reports from chambers of com.
merce, and harbour boards, and things of that
sort, to enable me to express my opinions in this
Chamber. Whatever opinions I express, they
are my own, and not manufactured for me by
anyone else.

The Treasurer : The hon. member for Bris-
bane South said that even this estimale would
never turn out right.,

Mr. LENNON : While T admire the manner
of the ex-Treasurer in making his close analytical
estimate, T amnot bound to aczept every one of
his conclusions,  With all respect to the Trea-
surer, I think that, nevertheless, this statement
18 not as optimistic as it might have been., I
think we have reason to hope that we have not
reached a pause in our finances. We are still
likely to go farther before we reach that pause,
To come now to the expenditure: It has, unfor-
tunately, increased in greater ratio than has the
revenue. That is the blot on our finances at
present.  The revenue has only increased mode-
rately, while the expenditure has increased at a
much more rapid rate.  The expanditure wants
taking hold of with both hands and dealing
serionsly with, One example of that is shown
here in a comparatively small departinent, the
Department of Justice, which shows an increase
of nearly £3,000. ’

An Hoxovrasre MBMBER : The new judge.

Me. LENNON : How can it be the new judze
when it refers to the year ending 1907-S. He
was not appointed then. There is an increaze of
4 per cent. in the cost of the administration of
Justice in this S%ate, and when we geb the
expenses of the new judge added to that it will be
still greater, and it will probably show an
increase of 3} per cent. on last vear. ~ Whilst it is
necessary to have justice fully and carefully
administered, the rapid increase of expenditure
m sach a small department is worthy of the
attention of the Treasurer., Now with regard to
loans. A great deal has heen said about loans,
and bers we have in the Financial Statervent a
reference to the fact that hefore the close of the
session some provision will have to be made for
replenishing the loan fund. I would like to
direct the attention of hon. members to the fact
that in a little over six years we have to find
£15,000,000 of money to meet our maturing
loans.

Mr. ARMSTRONG :
bookkeeping.

Mr, LENNON : Tt is not only a question of
boolckeeping, 1 know very well that we shall
have to pay the debt, convert it, or renew it.
Any one of these three processes will be very
ditficult for us at the present time, We certainly
cannot do it very easily, But what I am adve-
cating is that we should take stepsat the earliest
possible moment to arrange for a sinking fund,
under which we shall be able to meet our loans
when they fall due.

It is only a question of
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Mr. WHITE : That would not be good business.
Mr. ARMSTRONG : No; bad business.

Mr, LENNON: It is the kind of business I
want to see, whether it be good or bad, If it is
bad business, why is it that the Government
insist, in connection with all loans made by
them to local governing bodies, that they shall
pay interest and redemption. If the principle is
bad, why do the Government insist on it? It is
a new thing for me to discover that itis a bad
system to meet one’s obligations as they fall due,
I am glad to say I have not yet learned if,
though, perhaps, after a few years of parlia-
mentary life, I may bring myself up to the
level of helieving 1it, as the interjecting hon.
memwbers do. If we are golug to adopt a vigor-
ous policy of railway construction, it cannot be
done without money, and I am aware that, if our
revenue does not Increase—and I do not antici-
pate that it will increase sufficiently for the pur-
pose—a Joan roust be vaisad, But before we start
raising more loans, a very much more important
duty devolves upon us—that of arranging for
meeting existing loans,

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: It is rather
early yet, is it not?

Mr, LENNON : Why it is nearly ten vears
since the so-called Braddon Blot was instituted,
and here we are confronted at the end of next
vear with the termination of the present condi-
tion of things; and, when we have to meet
£15,000,000 in six and a-half years, our experience
in regard {o the Braddon blot should teach us
the lesson that we ought to take time by the
forelock, and establish some systermn by which
those loans can be met on arriving at maturity.
If a Loan Bill is passed by this House, let me
express the hope that 16 will not be a big loan of
£5,000,000 or £3,000,000. If we have aloan at
all, half a million should meet all requirements
for a year or two. e bave got on very well for
the last four years without a loan.

The SECRETARY FOR RAmwavs: Yes, but we
have been spending loan money.

Mr, LENNON: Iam aware of that,and T am
aware that we have over £1,000,000 of loan
mouney still available ; and there isno necd to bor-
rowawholelot of monay for the purpose of holding
it here at a low rate of interest, probably—in
fact, certainly—at a lower rate of intwerest than
we are paying for it.  If we are going to resume
the great loan industry, let us proceed very
slowly. TLet me advocatea policy of ‘‘hastenivg
slowly” in this matter, and not being too eager
to rush into the market to raiss heavy loans.
We know very well it becomes a craze
with some people to borrow money. We
know very well what happened some years ago
when the celebrated £10,000,000 loan was author-
ised. I am surs hon. members are not anxious
to ses a recurrence of that kind of thing, and T
hope it will never again find a place in the pro-
posals of any Government controlling the affairs
of this State. If we want a loan at all, let us be
content with a »mall one. Do not let us borrow
as much as we can, but let us bear in mind
that we should borrow as little as we can. Under
the heading of *“Trust Funds,” I find this
statement in the Budget Speech—

our transactions under {trust acsount last year
amounted to £935,195, being £108,391 less than the pre-
vious vear, owing to reduced transactions on account
of central sugar mills.

T therefors want to say something about central
sugar-milis. I do not need to remind the Com-
mittee that the proposed Daradgee Central Mill
has been mentioned many times in this Chamber.
However, I am under the painful necessity of
referring to it again. It is only a few months
ago that a deputation—the twelfth or thirteenth
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deputation on the subject—met the Premier in
the room adjoinining this Chamber, and, after
a long discussion, the hon. gentleman stated that
we had asked so long and so hard for this mill
that ‘‘ he had not the heart to refuse us "-—I am
quoting his exact words—and he promised a loan
of £45,000 on that occasion. A few days later
we received an official notification by memoran-
dum from the Treasurer that the £45,000 loan
money would be advanced to the promoters of
this project; but it was shackled with an absurd
condition that the £45,000 should be repaid in
five years. The words I used to the Preuiier
were that he might as well have said five minutes.
However, as 1 stated recently, I practically
dogged the hon. gentleman’s footiteps, and I
had an interview with him when he was rather
shy of being pulled wp, being anxious to get
away to England at the time ; and he promised
me to modify the terms, and extend the time to
ten years.

Mr. BowiaN:
characteristics.

Mr, LENNON : The gentleinen with whom T
was assoclated were very pleased, and at once
replied, accepting those terms. YWhat was our
surprise when, a day or two later, we received a
letter fromn the Treasurer, telling us that, on
further condideration, and after consulting the
Comptroller, a loan conld not be granted. A
further deputation came down. Of course, that
was all right—or, rather, it was not all right;
but that was the position. The Treasurer said
that on further consideration, and after consult-
ing the Comptroller, no loan conld be granted.
The deputation wired to the Premier in Mlel-
bourne, and he wired back, stating that he would
not, or could not, alter the decision of the
Cabinet, and that the loan was refused. The
hon. gentleman repudiated his promise—abhso-
lutely and deliberately repudiated his promise,
made in writing, for an advance of £45,000. But
why should T be surprised when his action in
joining the late Oppositicn is a repudiation of
his whole career ¢ Compared with that, the
repudiation of his promise tn advance a loan of
£45,000 is a very small matter. We pass on,
and deputatiovn No. 14 comes down Lere some
five weeks ago; and we have been waiting for
nearly four weeks for an answer from the Pre-
mier or the Treasurer. After waiting so long,
and after repeated applications to the Treasury
and repeated personal inquivies nf the Premier,
we received, on 7th December, this reply--

Gentlemen,—With reference to yourletter of the 2nd
November last, submitting propo=als in connection with
the application for the erection of a central sugavr-mill
at Daradgee, I have the honour. by dirvection. to inform
yon that, after full considération of the matter, it has
been decided that no action can Le taken by the Go-
vlel'nmmt for the erection of a central sugar-mill at that
place.

Shyness is not one of his

I have, etc.,
W. L. Townng,
Tunder Secvetary.
Messrs. T. Backhaus, and others,
Geraldton.

J. R. Waugh,
Tiers is an unqgualified refusal—the first ever
recsived in this connection. Hitherto there has
alwavs been a kind of promise that the matter
would receive consideration at a future time,
Tt was only postponed for the present ; it would
not be granted row for this, that,
[8 p.m.] ard the other reason; but, after
all the trouble and expense they
have been put to, there is ap answer-—an unquali-
fled refusal of the request, To what are we to
attribute the change ? The change in the hon,
gentleman’s polities. e ix associated now with
a party that does not want this Bill.
Mr. Trorx: They alw: ys supported the sugar
industry,

[M#. Lennon.
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Mr. LENNON : It is quite evident that the
Colenial Sugar Company do not want a mill,
because, in my humble judgment, they have
practically jockeyed the central mill people out
of their mill. The Philp Government advanced
£900, and a wharf and manager’s residence have
been erected there. He passed a measure through
this House for an advance of £50,000. The £900
has been wasted in the erection of a wharf and
manager’s howe, being portion of the money
which the present Chief Secretary said was all
wasted and “blown.” The hon. senior member
for Townsville has always expressed himself in a
friendly way to this project. He was within the
district at the last election, and so satistied were
the people that the report got about that he was
going to promise a mill.

An HoxoUrasLk MeMBer: Was he election-
eering ?

Mr. LENNON : I am just stating the facts.

Hon. R. PHILP : He did not promise the mill.

Mr. LENNON : The people thought the hon.
member was promising the mill—he did not
promise anything at all, but he told the people
there that he was a supporter of their interests,
that he was friendly to the mill—in fact, that
Codlin was their friend, not Short.

Mr, W. H. Basxes: Have you not besn
proving by your arguments that such was the
case?

Mr. LENNOXN: I do not want to be always
thanking the lhon. gentleman, I have fre-
quently credited thie hon. member for Townsville
with the desire to give us something, but whilst
the hon. gentleman has always expressed him-
self favourably to this project, and has shown
evidence of a friendly attitude in the past, now
that he has the power of dictation over there,
how is it that he refuses to exercise it? The
hon. member for Townsville is well known as
the dictator of that party; the Chief Secretary
is the nominal leader. but it is not King William
at all, it is Wing Robert. (Lauguter.) T am
very much surprised at the hon. gentleman,
because I have always been prepared to take his
assurance, and I hope that he will exercise his
influence o that side of the Houss and give the
people of the Jobnstone River district and
Geraldton the mill they deserve. It is a great
shame to deprive them of that mill any longer.
Now it is absolutely gone, because the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company, Limited, have jockeyed
them out of their mill.

The TREASURER : And they are prepared to
take all the cane that is grown there. The hon.
member for Brisbane North says that.

Mr. LENNON : Here we have got the apolo-
gist of the Colonial Sugar Refining Company in
the person of the present Treasurer. 1 ask
members of this House, or the apologist of the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company, if he can
name any electorate in the State of Queensland
that would prefer to have the Colonial Sugar
Refining Company controlling the destinies of
the sugar-growing of the district, or whether they
wonld rather have a central mill to compete
with them?

Hon. E. B. Forrest: Every time.

Mr, LENNON : Notwithstanding the inter-

“jection of the somewhat explosive member for

Brisbane North

Hon, E. B. ForrrsT: You leave him alone.
He ean take care of himself. (Laughter).

Mr. LENNON : It goes without saying that
any sugar district would prefer to hate some
competition, I do not believe it should be left
to the Colonial Sugar Refining Company alone.
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No town would lile to have only one butcher, one
baker, or one bank. Does it not stand to reason
that competition is the soul of husiness?

The TREASURER : A lot of the land is under
agreement now to the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company.

Mr, LENNON : That is all very well. Itis
easy to see that the Treasurer is actually in col-
lusion with the hon. member for Brisbane North,
It is only by and by that we shall find the
inwardness of the matter. *“ When rogues fall out,
honest men come to their own.” I am not using
thatin a personal sense, but as a modeof express-
ing my thoughts, At present we cannot gauge
the matter, but there is some little hanky-panky
work, as the hon. member for Brisbane North
says. He poses as an authority on hanky-panky,
and no doubt he will be able to understand the
full force of my remarks.

Hon. E. B. ¥orresT:
applied to yourself.

Mr. LENNON : That has heen the result of
all that agitation. The Colonial Sugar Refining
Company have come out triumphant. They are
monarch of all they survey in that district.
Owing to the Premier’s scandalous treatment of
that depntation, his act of repudiation is con-
demned by all just laws. No one knows it
better than the hon. member for Townsville,
and I thought he would have managed even
now to acknowledge that they should have the
mill.  But the present Treasurer comes as the
apologist of the Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
pany—of course, we can draw onr own comn-
clusions.

The TrrEastRER: The Comptroller advised
strongly against it.

Mr. LENNON : Still, under the trust fund, I
think the Treasurer is justified in drawing cer-
tain deductions from the large increase in the
Savings Bankdeposits, but not all the deductions.
He has had a gratifying increase in the two last
comparisons, 1905-6 against 1906-7, and 1906-7
against 1907-8—£400,000 increase for the first
term, and £380,000 for the second term. That
is a gratifying index of the saving qualitiesof the
people, and the only fault I have to find is that
we have only some 100,000 odd depositors. The
number ought to be double that figure. It is all
very well to say that 100,000 people in Queens-
land have each £50 in the Savings Bank. It
would be much better if the Treasurer was in a
position to say that we had 200,000 with £25 or
£30 each.

The TrEASURER : We hope to be able to say
that that is so.

Mr. LENNON : I do not think you will, but
Ishould be very glad if you could say it. In re-
gard to the agricultural and the sugar industry,
the Treasurer regrets that his Estimates have
not been reached by reason of the many pests,
frosts, and what not, In the North, I am sorry
to say, there is a new pest in the shape of bush
rats, which are doing injury in that district. I
am sorry the Premier does not make any refer-
ence to railways in the North of Queensland.
Except for the Cloncurry line, which involves a
large expenditure, I do not know of any large
work which has been going on in the North of
Queensland for the last ten years. In the Mackay
distriet they have had considerable sums spent
in making a road over the Eungella Range, and
no doubt we shall hear presently of a further
indication of goodwill towards the hon. member
for Mackay in the shape of an extension of the
Mackay Railway. But is it not remarkabls
that in my district, which embraces over 100
miles of coastline, you never hear of any expen-
diture nor of any talk of building a railway
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there? As to giving a sugar-mill to that part of
the country, that is euntirely out of the question.
If the junior mewmber for Mackay and I could
change our respective places we should not be
long in getting a mill, and possibly one or two
prospective railways. I asked the Premier the
other day if he had received a petition from the
Johnstone River Progress Association regarding
the opening up of Mourilyan Harbour, and the
construetion of a railway in connection therewith
for the developiment of the Johnstone River dis-
trict, and he told me that he had. ILater on I
asked him if he had given the petition considera-~
tion, and he replied that he had not, and he gave
the further unsatisfactory information that it
was under consideration. The hon. gentleman
has been considering the question of a central
sugar mill for about four years. Since the time
the Morgan Administration came into power a
deputation has waited on the Premier once or
twice a year with reference to necessary improve-
ments to the harbour. The matter has been
reported upon by the Engineer for Harbours and
Rivers, and he estimated that £3,500 would
make the entrance perfectly safe, but we cannot
get the work done. Once inside that harbour
you are in the safest harbour in Queensland,
and beyond“all question the most picturesque
Larbour. The Progress Association urged the
Government to take over from the Mourilyan
syndicate their wharves, sheds, and a 2-feet
gauge tramline, and to convert the tramline
into a 3 feet 6 inch railway, and extend
it towards the Range. If we had an instal-
ment of that we shonld be satisfied, but what
sort of chance have we of getting anything from
a Premier so pachydermatous as the hon.
gentleman is, so long as, to quote the words
of Shakespeare, he can show ““a fair round helly
with good caponlined ” ? What does he care for
the North so long as he can ride about in a motor
car ? Speaking of motor cars, I have been
assured by a Brisbane dealer in motor cars—I
suppose an importer or agent for a particular
make of motor cars, and a supporter not, per-
haps, of the present nominal Premier, but cer-
tainly of the Philp party—that those motor cars
which cost £2,100 could have been landed in
Brisbane for £500 less than that sum. What
does the Premier care for the North so long as he
can pose as the great man in Queensland who
hands out much Government largess with a free
hand ? He cares nought for the people up
there, because he has entered into a com-
pact with the party of boodle, with the
capitalistic power, whose representatives are
sitting behind him. No man writhed more
under the criticism than did the hon. gentleman,
but before he left for Kngland he told a Southern
Press representative that he had then one news-
paper supporting him, and that he would scon
have two. There was a time when he had no
newspaper in the metropolis supporting him, and
he started a paper of his own called T'he Freeman,
but now he wants nothing of that sort. He has
the power of the Press and of a sugar company
at his back. Why not? Does he not do their
bidding? And, if he does their bidding, as a
good, obedient servant, he expects to be paid.

Hon. E. B. Forrest: Ob, oh! You should
not say that.

Mr. LENNON : I do not wish to offend the
tender susceptibilities of the hon. member for
Brisbane North, and when I say that I do not
say they are bribing the Premier:

The TREASURER : You said in so many words
—that he wanted to be paid.

Mr. LENNON: I am glad to see that the
hon. gentleman is not so pachydermatous as his
leader. ’

Mr. Lennon.]
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Hon. . B. ForresT: Come, come; do a fair
thing.
The TREASURER : Give a fair deal.

Mr. LENNON : I give as fair a deal as the
hon. gentleman does. T have never had a fair
deal from the Treasury bench since T have been
in the House.

The TREASURER: You have had a fair deal
from me. There was no beating about the bush
in that matter.

Mr. LENNON : The fair deal I have had from
the hon. gentleman is an unqualified refusal.
For five or six years the Government have been
dangling a promise like a bunch of carrots before
my covstituents, and then they give them an
unqualified refusal. That is the fair deal we
have got. The Government practically said,
“What do we care about you now that we have
the furce of the capitalists behind us?” The
Treasurer gave me a candid reply, but I say it
was a distinet and unqualified refusal which was
not justified by the circumstances, end which is
not fair. Now T pass on to another matter
under the headiog of # Railways.” The Cardwell
Shire is about 80 miles further south than
the Johnstone River. It is ovnly a small shire
as far as income is concerned, but it has a
large territory. It has some gond land, but

it has also a large quantity of poor land;.

and it hag an abundance of very goud tim-
ber. The people of that district applied to
the Railway Departments for the survey of a
railway from a place called Oyster Point to the
Tully River. The reply they got was that the
department had nn surveyor to spare for that
work. Then they went to the Home Secretary,
and asked if they eould get anything or anyone
from the Government to enable them to have a
survey made, and to get a report and an esti-
mate of the cost of building the railway. But
the reply was, No, they had no money for that
purpose. After a lot of correspondence, they
wrote to the Home Secretarys Department
for advice, and the departmsnt reccmmended
that they should incur no expsenss in employ-
ing a surveyor of their own, which would cost
about £300 or so, but to apply to the Treasurer
for a loan to enable them to build a tram-
line under the Local Works Lioans Act. After
waiting a considerable time poor little Cardwell
got this reply—
The Clerk, Cardwell Shire Counecil, Cardwell.
The Treasury,
Brisbane, 7th December, 19(8,

Sir—With reference to your letter of the 12th ultimo
inguiring it a loan would be granted for the coustrye-
tion of a tramway from Oyster Point to the Tully River,
I have the honour, by direction, to inform you that the
Government are not prepared to grant a loan for the
purpose named.—I have, ete.,

W. L. FowLes,
Under Secretary.

Another very curt and absolutely unqualified
refusal.  The Shire of Cardwell owes the
Government no money, and, as far as my know-
ledge goes, never owed them any money, and
never had a loan from them, and this is the way
thev treat a district like that. They have not
had any Government money spent there for
the last ten years, except such necessary expendi-
ture as that required for a school building or some-
thing of that kind. Compare that treatment with
the treatment they mete out to the Dalby dis-
trict, where they can get anything they like—
railways, bores, and what not.

Hon. R. Pritp: They have two tramlines in
that district.

Mr. LENNON: The hon. member has been
carrying on a conversation with the member next
to him, and cannot possibly have followed me,
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because I was referring just now to Cardwell. T
have left Johnstone River, and I am now in
Cardwell.

Hon. R. PAiwe : T thought you were talking
about the Johnstone River.

Mr. LENNON : I was talking of a proposed
railway from Oyster Point to the Tully River in
the Cardwell district. Here is a shire that
always keeps its obligations and is wanting a
loan and caunot get it, possibly because they do
not support the present Government. If that is
the reason, it i1s a reason that has come to stay.
T can say that the people of Cardwell are very
much disappointed. Other districts can get
loans without trouble, while they are refused.
The hon. mewber for Bowen got a loan for the
Proserpine, and it is fortunate that he got it when
he did, because he 1s one of the members that are
said not to be supporting the Government so
heartily now as a short time back. I now
approach a matter which I feel to be of very
great importance—that is, dealing with the refer-
ences to Commonwealth affairs in the Financial
Statement, On page 8 of the Statement, we
are told that under the Surplus Revenue Act
the Federal Government have power to appro-
priate the whole «f the unexpended balance of
the one-funrth part of the Customs and Ixcise
revenue, I say it is owing to the greas
econcmy exercised by the Federal Government
that there is any swplus reveuue at all. If
they had spent the mouey, as they might have
done, in repairing telegraph lines and building
new post offices and repairing others, and carr
ing out cther services, there would have been no
necessity for the Surplus Revenue Act, becanse
there would have been no surplus revenue, It
reminds e of the byy who was eating a rosy
apple, and was asked by another boy for a bite.
It was refused. ** Then give me the core,” said
the other boy. *‘There ain’t going to be no
core,” was the anawer. If the Commonwealth
Government had chosen they could have spent
all the money, and then there would have been
no core,  And I would ask whether it is right
that they should be twitted for spending what
was their own,  As to the fear of what the
Federal Government will do, I think what
they have done in the past is a pretty good
indication of what we may expect; and, as
they have treated us well in the past, I
think we may expect them to treat us fairly
well in the future. I make allowance for
the Premier, who iz soon to attend a con-
ference on this question; but while I com-
mend him for trying to maks the best bargain
he can for the State of Queensland, I do not
commend him for the beliicose attitude he adopts.
He is going to fight the Federal senators; and I
think he will get quite enough fight before he has
done. This is such an important matter, and so
surroundei and permeated with difficulties, that
1 approach any discussion on the question with
the greatest diffidence. 1 say that the Chief
Secretary, realising the gravity of the matter,
which is one that is really only capable of being
treated by a body of experts, should approach it
with an open mind. Yortunately, the Federal
Labour party is in power, and when he goes
South he won’t be so cocky. We know that
“every cock crows hest on his own dunghill”; bus
when the hon. gentleman gets to Melbourne he
will crow in quite a minor key, and not in the
major key we are accustomed to hear. I want
now to speak ahout immigration, which is in the
air as well asin the Financial Statement. From
the date of separation until the end of the
financial year 1907-8, we have spent in immigra-
tion from revenue, £573,000; from loan,
£2,767,000; and from trust funds, £452,000 ;
making a total of £3,793,569, less contributions
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by immigrants amounting to £445,000, or a
grand net total of £3,347,637 19s. 8d. Roughly
speaking, that is one-thirteenth, or about 8 per
cent., of our entire.debt spent on immigration.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : That money was spent over
twenty years ago.

Mr. LENNON: We were spending it in sums
of £166,000 in 18845, £193,000 in 1885-G; last
year we spent £36,550 ; and this year it is pro-
posed to spend £90 000 on bringing people here,
and £3,000 for necsssary expeunses on their ar-
rival,  That brings me_up to the fact that, in
spending m(mey on immigration, we should bhave
a care as to the kind of immigrants that are
brought here. We know very well that some of
the so-called domestic servants that have been
brought here quite recently are not quite so
domesticated as they ought to be.  We know of
one unhappy occurrence that took place over the
way—to which I will not refer.  We also know
that there bas been some trouble in connection
with Antonio Torio,

Hon. E. B. Forrusr: Ah!

Mr, LENNON: I will give the hon. member
for North Lu~bane, Hon. K. B. Forrest, time to
recover from that shock. Coming to the subject

of advertisirg the btafe, we ‘m.ve
[8.30 p.m.] already had a sample of the kind of

'ld\t‘lfh)']" that is going on. Wa
have spent £8,500 durmo the last four years,
and 1 say that money ~peut on advertisements
like those we have seen recently in sowme of
the issues of the London Daily ilail is abso.
Iutely wasted.  And it is worse than that, be-
cause it is directly misleading peonle,  Why, the
advertisement in the Daily Mail to which I
refer, and which T understand cost £250 for
one issue—I say it tells deliberate lies, All
the tales of Alice in Wonderland and the
Arabian Nights and such things are much more
modcrate than the advertisement in the D ily
Hail, They make it to appear that we have
thouwands of acres of virgin soil waiting for the
plongh, waiting for John Hodge of Plymouth or
some other place to come here and make it their
own. Inno part of Australia is there good land
which is unalienated near a railway or within
access of a railway or good road where s man
could go and take it np iimnediately.

Mr, ArMsTRONG :+ Yes, there is.  What about
the Capella and Emerald lands? As good as any
in Australia.

Mr. LENNON : The Jand in the neighbour-
hood of Capella is some of the best land I have
ever set eyes upon, but the best of that land is
freehold, and if it is not freehold it iz taken up
under leasehold.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : Leasehold is not freehold.

Mr. Cov~e: Some of it is locked up for years.

Mr. LENNON : Whatabout Mount Fox ? The
(Governmment sent out men to survey the land
before it can be opened for selection; but by
reason of the miserable pay they give surveyors
they compel a capable young surveyor to
leave our shores and seek profitable work else-
where. If it is Ieasehold, and the property of
the Government, stil lpeople cannot go and take
it up, They cannot say, “Come a onr* Jones,
Brown, or Smith, this land is for you. They
have to give notice of resumption.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : It is precisely the same the
world over. !

Mr, LENNON : I am speaking about the
advertisement. They say there are thousands
of acres ready for the plough.

My, ARMSTRONG : So there are.

Mr, LENNON : There is no good land open
for selection either here or in New South Wales
within a reasonable distance of a railway, or
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within access of a road, that a man can come
from England and go to work upou straight away.

Alr. ARMSTRONG :

Mr. LENNON : Then why advertise it, if it
is not true? The hon. member recognises I an:
right.  Why throw dust in the eyes of the
people in England? It is absurd. “Then they
speak about the wonderful mining industry—the
number of minerals—our tin, copper, wolfram,
and all the other things too numerous to read.
They speak about the wonderful riches of Mount
Morgan ; the total yield of gold from Charters
Towers and Gympie. They Snythe Government
are offering a reward of £500 or £1, OOO to dis-
cover new fields, and you can get a miner’s right
for 3s. They wish to make these people believe
that all they have to do is to come here and pay
5s. for a miner’s right, and then go to work aud
get this reward of £500, or find » Mouut

Of course not.

Morgan.,  They are tlyinfw to make these
poor deluded people helieve that they can
come out here and do these things. Why

make ourselves ridiculous in the eyes of the
world ? Let us act like sensible people.  Tet us
tell the bare, plain facts of the country. They
can bear investigation. We have a splendid,
coun'ry—an enormous territory with rich soils,
splendid climate, and every mineral under the
sun,  Tell the plain facts, and let them speak for
themeelves, Hut do not let us make ourselves
ridiculous, as we are duirg at the rate of £250 a
day in the Daily Mail. T leave that subject for
the present, and continue my remarks about
immigration. 'We ought tn be very particularin
regard to the immigrants we bring here. I have
no doubt of that. T depicted how these adver-
tisements may delude the people about the coun-
try here, but I say the treatment meted out to
Antonio Torio would do more harm if it was put
in the Daily Mail than all the advertisements
put in the Daily Mail for twelve months, Tet
, say, before [ approach this matter,
I have alrmdy spoken briefly, and my remarks
have not received the cordiality T expected, I first
of all desire to express my thanks to the senior
reember for North Brishane for his courtesy in
offering me a sight of the papers in connection
with this case. I think it is due to the bhon.
member for e to make this statement, and I
thank him for his kindness and courtesy in
offering to allow me to, peruse those papers.
But I, as a repreventative of a constituency,
consider that T have privileges of my own, and 1
should not be under any obligation in a matter
connected with the business of the country to
the hon. member. I should be able to go to a
Government department and see those papers

myself. I went to the Chief Secretary’s Office
a couple of days ago, and I saw the Under
Secretary and asked permission to peruse the
papers relating to Antonio Torio, and the Under
Secretary said he could not give me permission.
T asked for the papers to be tabled in the House.
I did that first, but the Premier refused to
table them, with a shrug of his shoulders, and said
it was onlb a Kederal n.atter, and of no impor-
tance whatever., That is his idea. I followed
the matter up, and saw the Under Secretary and
asked him, as I think I have a right to ask
as a reprusennatwe of the people of that dxatrxct
Thepeople take a very great interest in thisman’s
case. Thisinan has been a burden on the public
charity of the Ingham people for the last twelve
months, and they asked me to investigate it, and
I am only doing my duty in investigating it.
The Under Secretary told me he could not let
me see the papers without the permission of the
Chief Secretary. I did not think I would be
justified, after his refusal to table the papers,
in asking the Hon. the Chief Secretary to- let
me see the papers. Consequently I have not

Mr. Lennon.}
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seen the papers, I am therefore not aware of
the arrangement substituted by the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company for the Compensation
Act. No doubt they may have many provisions
in their substituted agreement that are of benefit
to the participators, but the fact remains that
they practically contract themselves out of any
liability under the Act. This thing should nos
be tolerated by any democratic country. The
Government have promised to bring in amend.
ments to this Act, like many others, and they
drop them at the dictation of the juniormember
for Mackay, or possibly the senior member for
Townsville. Having tried all I could to see
those papers, and having failed—having asked
in a straightforward manner for the papers to be
produced in this House, and refused—1 am
thrown back on the necessity of reading the
affidavit of AntonioTorio himself. TLet me say
this: This is a copy of the affidavit containing
the man’s sworn statement in counection with
his injuries. I am not responsible for the state-
ment. Idomnot know from my own knowledge
whether they are understated, or whether they
are overstated. I do notknow anything further
of the facts than what is stated in this paper in
my hands. T haveseen the man nowin the depét,
and he appears to be unable to work. He came
out here from Trieste, Austria, at the age of
nineteen years, a little over a year ago, and he is
therefore, only twenty years of age. He assures
me his people in Austria are poor people, and we
cannot send him home to Austria, a cripple, to be
a burden on their hands. The Colonial Sugar
Refining Company has offered him a free passage
back to Trieste, in Austria. DBut what is the
good of him going back to his parents a burden
on their hands for the rest of his life; and he
very properly, according to my view, refused
their ofter. I think a duty devolves upon the
Government to do something in this matter, and
to see if they cannot bring to book some person,
and make them pay proper and adequate com-
pensation for the injury.

Hon. E. B. ForresT : We will hear all about
it directly. I have all the papers with reference
to it.

Mr. LENNON : I had hoped that after the
very kindly references I made to the hon. mem-
ber, he would have endeavoured to curb that
turbulent spirit, and listened in peace and quiet-
ness to me. I hope he will listen to this story
of Antonio Torio, and with the permission of
hon. members I will read the affidavit of that
young man. It isas follows :—

Ingham, 9th May, 1908.

1, Antonio Torio, make oath and state : T am nineteen
years of age. I am a native of Cruseiza, in Austria;
my father and mother reside there; on 4th June, 1907,
I signed an agreement at Trieste, Austria, to come to
Queensland to work for the Colonial Sugar Refining
Company ; the company paid my tare ; I was examined
by a medical officer, and received a certificate stating
that T was of sound bodily health before leaving

_Austria; the certificate is now in my box at Macknade
Sugar Plantation, Herbert River, North Queeunsland. T
arrived at Macknade about the 11th day of August,
1907 ; I worked one week at Macknade Plantation; by
instructions from an interpreter, who was working for
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company at Macknade
Sugar Plantation, I proceeded to the farm of Mr.
——, near Macknade; I at once went to work
for Mr. — at cane cutting and loading cane on
trucks, and worked for about five weeks. When
I was loading a truck the ladder I was climbing slipped,
and I fell down on the ground and on the tram rail,
The fall caused an injury to my left shoulder. T was
unable to work, and went to Mr. ——, and told him
what had happened to me. He gave me a lotion to ruh
on my shoulder. I was unable to go back and work
amongst the cane, but did some light work (chipping)
about the house for three weeks. At the end of the
three weeks my shoulder got so stiff that I could do no
work at all, and remained four days at Mr. —
without working, for which Mr, — charged me 8s.
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for board. Atthe end of the four days 3Mr, — gave
me & letter and sent me to Macknade mill. During the
three weeks and four days that 1 was at Mr, — he

did not get me any medical attendance.

I draw your attention to that, Mr. Maughan—
three weeks and four days without medical
attendance,

When T reached Macknade I gave 3. Waring the
letter that Mr. —— gave to me. I gave Mr. Waring
to understand that my shounlder was sore, and that I
could not work, Mr. Waring told me, through an
interpreter, to go to work, go away, orgo to gaol. I
asked Mr. Waring, through the interpreter, to send me
to the hospital. Mr. Waring, through the interpreter,
said the company would notpay for hospital attendance
for me. Iremained at Macknade for two weeks, living
with other men in the barracks. I did no work during
that time. Then a doctor examined me. That was five
weeks and four days after I met with the accident. T
did not understand what the doctor said to me. A
week after the doctor examined me a countryman of
mine, who has now left Queensland and gons to
America, came and spoke to me and Mr. Waring,
through my countryman, who acted as interpreter.
Mr., Waring said I was to go to tbe hospital, and
if T got right to come back and work, sand the
hospital fees would be stopped out of my wages.
I went to the Ingham Iospital, and remained
there three weeks, The doctor visited me, and
attended to e daily. e attended to my shoulder
that was hurt at After I left the hospital
I went back to Macknade; the doctor told 1wme
to go to Macknade. I went there direct from the
hospital. When I went back to Macknade from the
hospital Mr. Waring told me go away. I did not do so*
I stayed at Macknade until about three weeks ago.
when the storekeeper told me there was no more food
for me, and to go back to where I got hurt.

You will see, Mr. Maughan, he was a kind of
battledore and shuttlecock between these two
men-—

During all this time I was unable to work, I still
remained at Macknade, living ou the charity of my
countrymeu and others. At Halifax a Greek gave me 3s.,
and a countryman gave me 1s. and told me to come to
Ingham. I cameto Ingham on the tram. and arrived
at Ingham on the 7th day of May. When I arrived in
Ingham I was destitute. I told two men my condition
when I got to Ingham, apd they collected some money
for me, and I am now staying at an hotel. T am still
unable to work, owing to the accident, my armn being
quite useless. When the money that has been collected
for me is spent I do not know how I will get a living, a8
I am unable to work. I never atany time broke the
agreement I made to work for the Colonial Sugar
Refining Company.

AxronIo TORTO.
(his X mark).

Taken and sworn before me at Ingham, in the State
of Queensland, this ninth day of May, 1908.

MaTTHEW NoLaxy, J.P.

Ingham, Sth May, 1908.
Louis Sertori, duly sworn, states:—I understand the
Italian langnage, which Antonio Torio speaks; I have
interpreted the attached statement truthfully and cor-
rectly.
L. SERTORT.

Taken and sworn before me at Ingham, in the State
of Queensland, this ninth day of May, 1908.
MaTraeEw NoLAw, J.P.

Now, Sir, there is the simple narrative of the
accident that has befallen this man. I never
had anything to do with the preparation of that
document any more than you had. It has
reached me because of the way he has been
treated. As my attempts to get the papers
laid on the table of the House failed, and
as I was refused access to all papers in connec-
tion with the matter at the Treasurer’s office, I
have taken the only course open to me, and that
is by reading that affidavit on the floor of this
House. It is a duty which I owed to my con-
stituents—because this man has been living on
public charity there for the past twelve months
—to get to the bottom of this matter.

OpposiTIoON MEMBERS : Hear, hear !
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Mr. LENNON : The hon. member for Nerth
Brisbane savs he is going to make me sit up.

Hon. E. B. Forresr: Oh no, I am not.

My, LENNON: Well, I do not care a snap of
the fingers for the hon. member for North Bris-
bang-———

OprosITION MuEMEBERS: Hear, hear !

Mr. LENNON: I have not been guilty of
anything that I need be ashamed of in connec-
tion with this matter. It isa duty I owe to my
constituents that caused me to takeitup. Ibave
had numbers of telegrams and letters from them
in copnection with i5,  Only yesterday I re-
ceived a telegram asking me if the papers had
been tabled. You know, Sir, what it is to try
to get papers tabled in this House. The mere
fact that I was refused the request I made to
have the papers tabled shows that there is soms-
thing crooked about it. If everything wasfair
and square, and aboveboard, why would they
refuse to table those papers? There is some-
thing about it that they do not want to see the
light., I cannot speak about the other papers
which T bave not seen. I have only done my
duty to my constituents, and I thank this Com-
mittee sincerely for the patient hearing they have
given me.

OpposiTioNn MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Hon. B, B. FORRERST {Brisdbane North): It
iz surprising how interested the hon. member for
Heruert isin the Colonial Sugar Refining Com-
pany sirce there has beenr a change of parties
nere. And he has made a charge againsh
the Treasurer that that hon. gentleman has
done everything he possibly can to assist the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company.

Mr. Lexnox: He has the boodle vote now.

Hox, E. B. FORREST : I donot know that
he has. T say deliberately, just as deliberately
as my friend spoke just now, that it is news to
me to hear that the Treasurer has been assisting
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company in any
way.

The TrEASURER : I do not know them af all

Hown. B, B. FORREST : The hon. gentleman
does not know themn, and, so far as I know, he
has no connection with them at all. I have not
approached him at all in connection with any
Colonial Sugar Refinery business, and really it 1s
not fair to saddle the Treasurer with these
innuendoes bscause it is only done with a desire

to damage him,
© Mr, Bowman : Through being associated with
them. (Opposition laughter,)

Hox, B. B, FORREST : Thave heard for the
first 1ime to-night of the letter which the hon.
member for Herbert has received from the Trea-
surer. I knew nothing whatever about it before.

Mr. Lesyon: Have I nob admitted that it
was a perfectly candid reply ?

Hon, E. B. FORREST: You have, The
Oolonial Sugar Refining Company are not trust-
ing to the Treasurer or to the Ministry for any-
thing they want.

Mr. Lensox: They jockeyed us out of our
mill,

Hox. E. B. FORREST: I will come to that
presently. Let us deal with one thing at a time.
if the Treasurer had been desirous of working
with the Colonial Sugar Refining Company in
any way he would have mentioned that letter to
me., He would have told me that a reply had
‘been sent to the hon. member.

The TREASURER: L never spoke to you about
it after you spoke about the matter in the House
the other night.

Hown. E. B. FORREST : Then the hon. mem-
ber for Herbert has had the letter for three daysy,
and this is the first time that I have heard of it.

Mr. LeNNoN : T have been waiting for three
days to speak.
1908—2 M
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Hox. E. B. FORREST: I am trying to ex-
plain that the Colonial Sugar Refining Company
have never had any communication with this pre-
sent Government, and as regards this central mill
question, it is now the 10th of December and I
have heard for the first time to-night the letter
addressed to the hon, member for Herbert dated
the Tth of December.

The TrEASURER: I had no reason to com-
municate with you. I do not know the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company in the
matter at all.

. Howx. E. B. FORREST: Not at all.
is_one matter to which I must refer,

There
and of

which I think this Committee should take

some notice, and that is the reference made
by the hon..member to the Premier. The
hon. member said that the Premier has been
paid for his services to the Colonial Sugar
Refining Cojmpany. That is not a statement

I should have expected from the hon.
member,
GovERNMENT MEexBERs: Hear, hear!

My, Lexvos: What about his repudiation?

How. E. B. FORREST: You threw out a
slur upon the Premier. I want to say that I
am ashamed of you.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 1 am sorry to
stop the hon. member, but I would ask him
to address the Chair. {(Laughter.)

Hox. E. B. FORREST: Certainly. I pro-
mise not to transgress any more in that direc-
tion if I can avoid it. The hon. member for
Herbert attacked the Premier in what I con-
sider an unmanly way.

GoverNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. LexNox: He is a repudiator.

Hox., E. B. FORREST: That is not the
point I am discussing. The hon. member has
a perfect right to make a charge of that sort;
but when he states deliberately that the Pre-
mier has been paid for what he has done for
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company—a
company that he knows nothing about beyond
its name—1I venbure to say that there is not a
soul connected with the company, except my-
self, of whom $the Premier has personal know-
ledge——

Harpacre: He may be getting paid by
political support.

Hox. E. B, FORREST: Is anybody pre-
pared to tell this Chamber—I am sure the
leader of the Opposition is not—that the Pre-
mier has been paid for his services to the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company?

LeswoN: Political services.

Hox. . B. FORRERT: Political services!
Payment for political services. It is ““tip?”
It is “tip!” I say it is a cowardly charge
to make against a man.

GovernuENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Hox. E."B. FORREST: I am more par-
ticular about referring to this, because there
is another gentleman not now connected with
this Committee, but who at one time cccupied
the very dignified position of Speaker of this
House—I refer to Bir Alfred Cowley—against
whom practically the same cherge has heen
made in the past. From time to time I have
heard similar statements made with regazd to
Sir Alfred Cowley. We have been told that
he is connected with the Colonial Sugar Re-
fining Company-—that he is a large share-
holder in the company, that he was paid by
them for services rendered, and all that sort
of thing. Now, I am glad that the subject
has cropped up in connection with the Pre-
mier, because it gives me the opportunity of
giving an absolute and flat denial to any state-

ment of the sort.
Hon. E. B. Forrest.]
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. Lexyox: Did not the senior member
for Towmvﬂle state on a pubhc platform that
the gentleman you are speaking of treated
him worse than a dog‘.’

Hox. E. B. FORREST: Is that dealing with
the matter to which I am now referring?
Buch statements regarding Sir Alfred Cowley
are absolutely false, and they always were.
As a matter of fact, Sir Alfred Cowley never
had a copper in the Colonial Sugar Reﬁnmg
Company. He never had a share in the com-
pany—1 think enough of him to wish that he
had. He never got a red cent from the com-
pany for any services rendered to them. He
was member for the district of Herbert, and
he came into contact with the Colonial Sugar
Refining Comg and the people in the dis-
trict. My 1 who has ousted him has
anouscd the cause of the people of the di5~
‘Wl

Mr

tho hon member said
Cowley, but I draw atien-

about Sir
tion to it

: 1 never monﬁf\ﬂed his nan
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The CH M,R),ZA"‘.\J : Ord—cr;
members to refrain L
jections. The hon. member
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\crh does not speak very frequentlv and I
k he is entitled to be heard without inter-
on. {Liaughter.)
. Lexyon: Wo all hear him. (Laughter.)

HO,\'. E. B. FORREST: I shall not be sorry
if you stop the interjections, Mr. Maughan,
0 that I may have tims to think about what
1 am going to say. The hon. member for
Herbert is quite under a mxsapprel“eu\xox if
h2 thinks he was sent here to tell us that the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company consists of
a lot of ruffians who \hould not be allowed to
exist any longer. RBome of the hon. member’s
friends know well what the Colonial ‘\uval
Re xmm (Jomw.ny is doing. \ot»v1tmtandmo
all t mt has been said about this central mill
project, some of the hon. member’s [
2CCo rcn to information 1 got to-day
crushing with the u.ODlJ.‘ bw)af Refining
Company, and are g ai to do it

Mr. Hamipgom: There is nobo

crush with,

Hox. L B. FORREST: N
of the men we have been talking :
been crushing vmh the (,oinn'al ug,a,r Reﬁ?;v
i ) have made o

A

dy else

=

I
now,

t {rom

men

them they I

PPy, as Mev wﬂd be.
&f them 1 been

ﬂO RE ‘ST \ovv for tge Anto-
V\e have heard 3
, and I think it is time that
3 geb at what the Government
knows. I have got the correspondence here,
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2 copy of which is in the possession of the
Government. and I will read it to the House,
so that everybody will know all about it
Here is a copy of the letter, dated 5th
October, 1908, from the manager of the Colo-
nial bLmar Refining Companv Brisbane, to
the Under Secretary, Chief Secretary’s
Office, Brisbane. He say
'ne case of Torian Antonio, sbout which you received
o comnmunication from the Chief Sscretary’s Office, had
previously been brought under our notice by the
Anstrian Consul in “\(l"\c}. and the facts of the case
1 be found in the enclossd copy of & report received
from Macknade.
That is one of the company’s plantaiions,
However, as a resuit of the represeniations made to
us by the Vice-Consul we agreed to defray the cost of
the ‘un\l"wrant\' pa & back to Trieste, and Mr.
“ aring (¢ Macknade Mill) was authorised
him with A SLeBrags pAssage
tl:ev N‘i)*,‘L,

Snee 30\. fo
been heurd of the matter.
Mr. Luwson: How
crippled youth to hisfather and mother.
How. B. FORREST: 1t appears to me
that the party t» whict L you Lﬂlono wish to k“ep
i here for show pur d<>not3'vmvv mf

Auntonio wrm £ go.
YREST: U"’)a ‘*3"'
enm,l?,‘n %o stop he
not all,

v Mackoads manager,
3 d herswiti.
Antonio was
Tacaze, in the
{L\u} know bim,
dogg——

berh (1 sfric
but the hon, mew

on the rest
ned of this
ODErIY.

aboub

he gang went (mll com
nan not b(zin" vle to cut and loat ¢
This is the first complaint weg hear of
Antonio,
Licaze took him out of

the o :zg and put m on
weeding agal s the man v d 1o do, wanting to
stop in the cutting gang. IHowever, wien he saw this
was not 1o be, he came hack to the mLJ w’qen i o“ue(i
him work, but he then stuted he co ;

s Ipald D achonald to ex: Amiy

1 mew zmd t
it m‘xl send him home,
Lw on nim Qoin,v;

but this he
to Ingham

i mean-
but has not

breuk his agreem
1e‘“ t

i x&tm:

fortnight and

end him home.
for the ﬁr\n time told me he hurt hisarm
off & cans n“c at L ; Iwent fo
ade mqu ri s <L< fu the i‘m’n of xh;ﬂ

h at ﬂu s il ab can prove
me out to him he h*%d hm t}~; the proper

iness 1o he pre-
the aid of an
unever then made

sing hio lost The

(&ntome
i to an aceiden
rm sinee arrivi
the man ha
my firm bell standing com-
1%, cwu ons not easily detscted without a careful
nation, ss the man looks otherwise healthy
enough,

Luately I have not seen the man, and T was under the
{mpression he had cleared ont with two of his counfry-
n that recently ran away from our service.

That is the story as far as we know i
LENNON: Are these all the papers you

3
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Hox. E. B. FORREST: That is all. I
understand that since this correspondence was
received, Antonio has arrived in Brisbane, and
is here now. The last I heard of him was
that he was handed over to the doctors here
for examination, with what result I do not

know. We have heard no more about him-—
wo want to know some more about him.

My, LeNNON: I want to hear about him.

Hon. E. B. FORRE®T: 8o do I. So we
agree about Antonio. hm is, in a sense,
publ;c property. altbough 1 do not think that
the House can take any particular interest in

it.

Mr. Lexvow: It is 2 good advertisement to
get out me ro A uSJ‘i-‘iﬂ,Sq

Hox, . B. FORREST: Let me say that

some very excellent Austrians have come out
to (/uﬁensumd

My, Luxwow: 1 think so, too.

How. K. B, FORREIT: do not believe
this man is one of them. I have never seen
him, but I } re reason to believe that he
never did a s work in his life, and I think
he is again examined, that that will be
hown beyo & all dou
bir. Lexyow: You ‘hmh him an Hﬁpmter"
Hox. B B, FORREST: I am not going to

50 Nords. VYou like this strong lan-
1 %e m to the Treasurer and
would neot like to ses a
1 to Amomo
e as mild as motnm 3

R

»«4

Qomeﬁimos.
e fo 1

Y@a

p‘iepardtl(}ﬂ of that
o say that nobody
it7
tice of the peace had
b it, because

else

\ Iw» B.
had Som«;body els

Quits so, and so

you.r friend.
is not my friend.
membor for

now,
ENNON: If is beside the matter, any-

1
how.
Hox. E. B. TORREST: I refer to the

matter because the hon, member for Herbert

ir. Lenvoxn:
language,
him.
How. K. B, FORRUST: The hon. member
wanbs to drag me inte a further dis P
f’}ﬂ case -of Antonic. We had this matter
sfors the House eight or ten days ago, and
uoy‘ar‘aﬂy were then charged with navmg
an in their employ seeking the benefit of
sation ’%ci who ¢ OL;L’{ not speak
then said T knew about it,
if he coam no# snf&l’ nglish the
man Sl ould be iV and snoald have
red when in their

The man cannot spe
and somebody must write it for

by your

How. . B.
the company’s service,
as other Austrians were brought out—at mo
x@qum? of certain farmers in those particular

FORREST: He was never in
He was brought oub

districts. Some went to the hon. member’s
district, and some to the Ingham district,
This man went to Macknade, d“d Was ReYver
in the employ of the vompany. He was never

Hon. B. B. Forrest.]
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injured, and it will take him all his time to
nrove that he ever was.

Mr, Hawrryon:
pany agrees to
Austria?

Hown, B, B. FORREST: Simply because the
Austrian Cansux wrote to the company, and
asked them if they would pa his passage
back, and they sald they wo They sent
instructions to their manager ab Macknade,
My, Waring, to give him I his sage down to
Sydney, and they were prepared, through the
Austrian Consul in Melbourne, to pay his
passage bac to his own country. And I think
that if those persons who ave intevested in
this case studied their own interest, his in-
terest, and the interest of this btafe, they
would induce him to go back. rIe is no good
to the country, and he is no good to himself,

1

Then why did your com-
pay his passage back to

Mr, TF“\O\I He is no good to your com-
pany. iz like a worn-out horse.
Howx. E. B. FORREST: I admit straight

away thab a man who cannot work is no _good
to the company. I do not think the House
would expect the company to employ a man
who cannot work and will not work. I have
now done with that matter, and wish to say
a few words on another subject, which,
not chrecdv connected with the Trea-
s Financial Statement, is windirectly con-
neched with it, and that is the Auditor-
Goneral’s report on the Brisbane Harbour
Act. 'The Auditor-General has given us infor-
mation in his last annual lﬂport that we
never possessed before. I do not intend te
read what he has written, but I will sum-
marise it for the information of the House.
The remarks of the Auditor-General will be
found in his report for the year 1907-8, page
36, and t‘qose remarks 1 summarise Lhus The
1“eport shows that after debiting—Tfor the hire
of the dredging plant, etc.—#£45,000. We
had no knowledge that we had to pay for
the dredge plant. It ’nas aiways been under-
stood that the dredge plant was presented to
the port free of cost but now we find for the
first time, although the arrangement has been
i existence for five or six years, that the
hire of the dredge plant has been ‘debited %o
the harbour trust account, notwithstanding
the fact that four other nar’nouv boards got
their dredging plant presented to them free of
cost.
The
Mackay.
How. E. B. FORREST: I know nothing
about Mackay, but T know that other harbours
have had their dredging nlant presented to them,
The report shows that after debiting—
For the hire of the dredging plant, ete.
—qcovering the period of ten years,
903—
As well as the balance for working ex-
peuses, at the debit of the accountat £
that date . .. 74,933
A total debit was pnt up on BO*h Juue,
03, of . 120,775

Starting then W‘lﬂ’\ the £120 718, debltb have
since been made—for the foHowmg five years,
1903-8—

SECRETARY FOR  RATLWAvS: Not

.. £45,790
prior to

For working expenses .., . 200943
Rent of plant . 20.300
Tnterest on the debit balance 29.319
Redemption . 8,500
259,122
Less receipts for the same period, five yemnrs

1903-8 . . ... 176,051
83,071

[Hon. E. B. Forrest.
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\thh added to the balance, 1903, 30th June,
of £ ZO 775, raises the balance on 30th June,
1908 to £203,849. Practically, during the five
vears 1903-8, permanent improvemenis costing
£321,243 have been carried out by adding £83,071
only to the debit balance, 30th June, 1903, and
during the same five years the account has also
been debited with interest and redemption on
loan money—£37,879.  Such a system simply
establishes an overdraft instead of carrying out
the proposal to. place permanent improvements
on a loan basis, repayable in forty years,
debiting capital account with the amount,
and charging maintenance and interest on
loan, as well as redemption, to revenue. I
contend that those are the ounly items which
ought to go into the consolidated revenue, Itis
perfectly correct to debit the account with them,
but different treatment should be given to ex-
1)end1tme on permzment mlprovementc The
training walls and ths despening of the river are
good, ot only for the present generation, but
also for the generations which will come after,
and the cost of those works should be charged to
loan. The total cost of permanent improve-
ments should be charged to capital account. The
correctness of the debit balance, 30th June, 1903,
hag always been challenged, and the treatment
of the account since 1903, as now disclosed, can
only be described as an outrage in Treasury
manipulation. No wonder the Auditor-General
asks whether such treatment of the account can
be justified !

The TrREASURER: I think that system was in-
augurated while he was in the Treasury.

How. E. B. FORREST: It may be wrong,
notwithstanding, and T am calling attention to

it now, so that the hon. gentleman may not fall
into the same mistake as he tumbled into.
Just to show you what he thinks of i, his
estimate of the indebtedness on the 30th June.
1908 is £99,876, instead of the £203,849. That
is over ;8100 000 improperly kaed inte the
account. Here is what e says in his report.
He refers to a lotter he sent to the Treasurer,
and here is an extract that bears on the sub-
ject—

In view of the yearly increasing indebtedness under
the present system, and the very doubtful recovery of
the amount in full, it appears tc me guestionable
whether & continuanee of the practice of debiting the
agcount and crediting counsoclidated revenue with the
interest—which may never be received-—as has been.
done during the past five years, is justifiable.

I do not think it is; end I will just give an
idea of wha,t the vsorkms{ out ouqhb to be.
The rent of plant last year was £4,742; interest
and redemption 2810,8141‘; maintenaPGe accord-
ing to the engineer’s report, £7,500. That
gives a total of £23,000. The receipts amounted
to £46,000 for harbour dues  That would leave
£23,000 to the good

The TREASURER: That is excess revenue on

your basis.

How., E. B, FORRE SF I say there was
£°3 000 to the go\,d on last year’s fransactions,
and that would prowdg inferest and redem')-
tion on a loan of £500,000. We want to put
the thing on a proper footing. I think the
deduction drawn by the Auditor-General is
not borne out altogether, but nothing would
justify the way they are treating the account
—paying for permanent 1mprovements oub
of revenue each year. It simply means the
putting up of & big overdraft. Instead of put-
ting up a big overdr aft, I say that permanent
works should be paid for out of Toan on a forty
years’ hasis.
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The TrEASURER : It comes to the same thing.
They get the money whenever they want it.

Hox., B. B, ’”‘T{RLbT It does not. The
rer is the ‘‘board” here. If he con-
ti paying for the improvements wanted
here—the extensive improvements in view of
1 hange taking place in shipping all over
i—if ho mten(.q to carry on these out
of harbour dues receipts, we shall never be
ble to carry out the improvements that are
required in the port of Brisbane. We want to
know now what is the complete system of port
improvement to be.

The PaemIisr: Who wants to know that?
Hox. . B, FORREST:
Brisbane.

The PrEMIER: Do you know we have stopped
\1&’)”10 anytmn L(JA. want of m(mev"

How, B. B. FORREST: That is what I com-
g‘lam of. If you give us a loan on a forty
years’ basis, and pay the interest on that loan,
instead of paying for improvements out of
revenue, you would do a bigger and better
thing.

I do; and so does

r

}Chn Premier: It is a very difficult thing
in harbour works to dzstmvul\h between main-
tenance and permanent improvemer Prac-
tically all our work consists of permanent im-
provements.

310\ E. B. FORREST: No man living
would dream of calling the river walls and the
dredging of the river mawtenanc& We want
to know what is the complete system of port
improvement to be; approximately what 1t is
ely to cost; and when and how the noney
be provided. There can be no satisfactory
comprehensive sc_‘heme until wharfage and

5 a great misfortune they ever went out of
the hands of the Government. In Sydney they
parted with them—it was a big blunder—and
there they have had to spend from £6,000,000
to £8,000,000 in resuming waber frontages.
In Alelbourne they spent over £5,000,000 of
borrowed money, in addition to funds they
had by way of endowmeant, for the same pur-
and now they have a perfect harbour
vith good wharves.

trust

TNA: ‘7\ hy doea not the Government
beard in Brishane?

B. FORREST: It would not cost
like the money that had te be spent
vdney or Melbourne; it could be done here
11 ion or a million and a-half.

Mr. Lesiva:
or later.

It will have to be done sooner

How, E. B. FORREST: The sooner it is
done the better. In conclusion, I will say that
consider the To rres Strait service is an ex-
cel contract, and the only mistake made
by the Prﬂrvnm was in not paying the £91,000

round service. That would
for the North and for Queens-
Let us have a service out-
s through Torres Strait, and let us have
homewards through Torres Strait.

i'i[L‘,lh
ve been bett-o
d as a whole
ward
a ser

My, HaRDACR We had a better
twenty-thres years ago.

FORRBEST: We had a good one
have a good one now,

Mr, DOUGLAS {(Cook): T just want to make
3 few remarks on one or two points that appeal

2OTVice

Tiox. E. B,

then, and we

[10 DecEMBER.]

Supply. 549

to me in connection with this Financial State-
ment, and dealing with the sub-
ject the hon. member for North

[9.30 p.m. ]
Brisbane has just touched upon—

the Torres Strait mail contract—I tmnk that
this is one of the pleasing features in the
Statement we have been discussing. I notice

i the Dadly Mail of to-day’s date a telegram
announcing the arrival of the first steamer
under this service, the ¢ Perthshire.”” I wish
to guote this, because it has some little bear-
ing on the few remarks I wish to make. The
telegram reads as follow
Thursday Island Wednesday.

The steamer < Perthshive,”” the first of the new line sub~
sidised by the Queensiand Government arrived to-day
and was berthed by Pilot Bruce at the jetty without a
hiteh It had been rumoured that she would anchor
off the port and ber cargo would be lightersd or
placed on a hulk which was much disapproved of by
business people here General satisfaoticn was ex-
pressed. when the steamer avrived at the jetty This
service is considered an excellent arrangement The
“* Banffehire’s ” cargo shipped & 1onth before the
Perthshire left was landed from the * Warrego’
yesterday afternoon,

That is the point I wish to make. The tele-
gram goes on to deal with the departure of
another vessel. That telegram indicates that
this service will confer an immense benefit
upon the North. lh(,re we have an instance.
The “ Perthshire,” the first vessel of the ser-
vice, arrived and delivered cargo from London
on the same day that cargo arrived which was
shipped a month prior to the ¢ Perthshire”
leaving port. That instance shows—the bulk
of the cargo for these extreme Northern ports
is transhipped-—it shows the benefit that will
be derived from a direct service to the North.
1 agree fully with the remarks of the hon.
member for North Bri shane, that a homeward
service would have been a very desirable
thlng Personally, I cannot see the benefits
that.are to be demved, so far as the shipment
of frozen produce by Northern ports is con-
cerned, unless the wvessels take a homeward
route vid Torres Strait. The space that is
usually allotted to frozen cargo will be filled,
as these ships always havo a full cargo on
their ocutward voyage, and I cannot sce how
the space for frozen produce will be available
from Townsville, Cairns or other Northern
ports, so that, in my opinion, the advantages
that would have been derived by paying an
extra subsidy to have a homeward service vid
Torres Strait would have been very great in-
deed; and if, during three or four years
this contract has to run, it is proved successful,
I hope that the House, or whatever Gove
ment may be in power at ths time, will endea-
vour to see their way to provide a homeward
service as well. I have no doubt when that
time comes the pastoral industry, the meat
industry, and other industries, will be in a
fourishing conditi on. There is every indica-
tion—our seasons give promise of being pros-
perous, and Lhere 15 every indication that after
the course of three years, when this present
service comes to a btermination, there will
be Justification for providing a homeward
service as well as an outward service. There
is another benefit to be derived by the
Nort people in connection with this ser-
vice, and that is under clause 6 of the agree-
ment, which provides—

The rates of freight to be charged by the confractors
to shippers from London toall the Northern ports of
Queensiand at which the stemmers may callshall not be
higher than these charged ny them to Brisbane, such
freight to cover delivery over the ship’s side, but not
lighterage.

1 say that is a distinch benefit thab the North
is going to derive from this service, because

Mr. Douglas.)

3




850 Supply.

under existing arrangements, by which vessels
come to the Nouthern ports, and tranship the
cargo, there has been the extra freight, ana
that has been detrimental to the mtbrests of

the people who endeavour to get their goods
landed at the lowest possible cost. I should
like to point out tnat, in the clause I have
read, there seems to be a very serious loop-
hole. It goes on to say towards the termina-
tion, that—

All shipments outwards or homewards shall be made
upon the terms of the bill of Jading for the time being
in use by the contractors subjecs as to homeward ship-
ments Lo Sea Carriage of Goods Act, and also subject to
any special bargain made beitween the contractors and
any speecial shipper.

I maintain that that allows a serious loophole
so far as possible Im)dtcs are concerned. It is
possible
the London side will be able to make some
arrangement with the conmaotors to get ¢
tain rebates for shippers of a certain quantity
of cargo. Of course we krow in the shipping
service that system more or less obtains, but
it seems to me possible that people who are
dble to import large guantities of cargo may
be able to secure a benefit, which it may not
be in the power of the people in the North
to obtain by reason of their requirements
being less than thP equirements of the people
in the South. The idea is, that the rate of
fre ugnf should be the same to all ports, but
is a loophole there that might possibly
nitted in future connactb, r,[ho subsidy
i & year, and with various small
711l probably mean in the whole, a
subsidy of about £40,000. The Justmcatlon
1 : more or 1039 is in the fact that it
will mean that a number of immigrants will
be arriving monthly—people who will, in all
) obasztv have some htrle capital, and they
will be a’)le to take ad\antfwe of our North-
i Lmd% m the wa nnﬂepL and those
lands wil possibly d of far more
freely thdn under the t_system of bring-
ants to Bm\nane Tt is only * amm,

u’vg imm

that people coming to a_country like this for

the first time, and coming to the attractive
, g

parts of the country, such as we have in the
South—they are more or less inclined to re-
main there, al‘hough they may not be fully
aware of the advantages to be derived from
settlemnent in the North. I say they are more
inclined to take Jp land in the Soufthern palh
because they have not had an opportunity of
examining the Northern parts. In connection
with the ports of cad of these steamers, it
seers to me that, for the sake of another thou-
sand pounds or so, 1t would have been a very
wise_thing to have provided that the vessels
should call at more ports than has been ar-
ranged for. Tt is unnecessary to point out
that many places, such as Cooktown, Port
Douolas, Bowen, T\Ea,ckay«-'ﬂl those places
have tmmense arveas of splendid agricultural
soil in the back parts, and if those vessels
called at each of those ports on their way fo
the South, it would probably mean they
would not be detained more than a few hours
at each place-~they would give facilities to
the people at those plages to, get their cargo
delivered, and the immigrants and passengers
by this route would have an opportunity of
obtaining some little information about the
atrrachons of the country outside those ports,
and it would be possible for the North to
derive even a greater benefit than it is going
to derive under the present arrangement of
only calling at three or four ports on the coast

I am rather sorry to see that provision has not
been made for the vessels calling at every port
on the coast, such as used to be the case under
the contract many years ago. Of course, we
know that there is a jrovision in the contract

[Mr. Douglas.
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that where 130 tons of ca
vessels will call and discharge and take cargo
at any port. At most of these ports—with
exception, perhaps, of Mackay, which is a go-
ahead place at the present time—npamely,
Cooktown, Port Douglas, and Bowen, and
other ports, the quantities of carge available
will pmsxbly not amount te the total 130 tons
per month required ander this provision. I
would bring that point under the notice of nm
Chief Secretary, in the hope that it may not

even now be too late to make some pro-

on whereby the whole of our Northern por

will get the full advantage of this very goc 1
service. In connection “with  the t‘ﬂeglam
which I read thh rdcroncﬂ to the arrival of
the ¢ Per %hs}me, I might draw attention to the
amount paid for dredging our Southeln pogis.
I recognise that the recent work performed
the drod"@ at Thursday Island and Cooktown
has given these ports a ligger advantage thau
they previously cobtained.

Mr. Kpyna: Can they get into Cooktown
now?

Mr. DOUGLARS: That is a matter I have
taken some trouble about. I am sorry to see
that the work required at Cooktown was not
done. The port of Cooktown does not gat a
very large revenue from }unLour due:, but a
proposition has been nut forward to in a8
the harbour dues, and the business people
pay the dues mre agreeable to the increase m
the dues, provided they can get this exira
work done 1 am sorry that mau work was nob
done. Unfortunately, ithe shipping company
which :11' the present time l‘dm the mail con-
tract between Melbourne and Cooktown
not seem to be preparsd at the end of the
present contract to send their larger
to the port. I understand that is the case

The Trzasvrer: I do not think that
t they will zo further north

r. DOUGLAS: T presume the Tzoaqﬂef
has some definite knowledge in making that
statement. [ urderstand that a consultation
was a.rmzwcd betw een the general manager

vation Company
and tnc present Fremxe and Treasurer :
subject. When the present contract e
:dthou@a it is a maiter for the Federal
Government to deal with, it may be urged
that these large vessels cannot enter Cook-
town under the present circumstances. This
may be a reason alleged why the present ser-
vice shounld not be contlrmed I would Iike
to menticn that, had every facility been offered
by the authorities in connection with this
matter, the work would have been done and the
large vessels sent 1n there. However, the
onus for the future must rest with the Aus-
i alaszan Steamn Navigation Company, I was
speaking ;u\t now with regard to our avail-
able coastal lands, and I am very pleased to
note that an area has been brought under the
notice of the Lands Der;aﬂ"tment by the
nes Department in the vicinity of Cook-
town. At Mount Windsor, about 130 miles
inland from Cooktown, there is a tableland
4000 feet above sea Tevel and T am glad to
know that that particular “locality is hkdy to
receive some consideration from the present
Administration. 1 was pleased to notice the
Minister speak on that matter the other night
as he did.

The Homz SrCRETARY: One of the most
raluable assets in Queensland.

Mr. DOUGLAS: It is situated 4,000 feet
above sea level and eclipses even the far-
famed Atherton district, In discussing this
matter I would urge on the Committee the
need for establishing a State farm. It has
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hoen brou hie notice of the depart-
ment hy ™ e burs from time to time,
mkxl t} the 1:1@ Minister for Agriculture, While on
1 o tly, made some ;ﬂqml
A b’tﬁte would confer a great
f \an and they
*o &(ant'n of the kind.
ix*\rmt will be taken in this
Iy at no distant date that
{arm established in our

There are too many of

I do not pr to have

;\rowedg* as the hon, membcr for
ink the i £

Qcmwa,tmn of
on these matters

the item wrmh call
is that o
and as repre
uld be lacking in my
ome teference to the
al Statement concern-
peaking on this matter
ns and not merely in
ticular district. ¥ speak
to mining in the whole
there is an increase, or
in the vote of something

mt@renc:

up, to
WL{) v'n*c“ t e moredse over the previous
In connection with the Mmz’m Macht-

vy Advances Act, I sincerely hope that the
iniztration will be Iiberal. I know it must
nfine thin the four corners of the nr’t
i ems to me rhat some more liberal
could 1 Somﬁthmw hlu
on the Histimates last year, bt only
was made available, The amount ot
i appmrs on this year’s Hsti-
my large sum, but if the
be available there is u
at a‘l While “ovmmemd
1 placing
e\t ‘a amom\i on t‘w B VlrnatW, I think it
5 understood, when a v ry large and repre-
sentative cnpwatmu waited upon the Prem
and {he Hecre in March 1
that, if it cmxld b sm Wi thab the minin
stry would be benefited in different ways,

[

Vvou;d be no difficulty in making a much
extent of £50 L.

larger sum, even to the
availa L,Ie on this year’s
E> the duty of hon menbers 1cp“(‘:entmg m* -
ng CO‘“JCLT&CHCK‘\ te show in what way money
u(\ profitably expeunded and the wduﬁtrv
Ever since T have been a member of
V:is Chanﬂ:m* T have advocated assistance in
the form of Btate babteries. In Queensland,
one-third of the population do*‘end upon the
ning mﬁustrv and we know that in Western
tralia and Victoria a system of State bar-
teries has come into ge orieral operation. In
Victoria at the present Hme, according to the
latest report of the Mines Department, therc
are tw onty State batteries working under
arrangement with miners in approved places.
?mﬂ there are also a number of other batteries
i of construction. The system they
or, so far as I can Q;ather, is this: In
nine cases out of the twenty the batteries are
managed by local committees, who indemnify
the Government from any loss on the workir
cf the batteries. In the remaining eieven
I think the total loss of working (ke
’b tteries by the Government for the year

amounted to something like £1,835. Speak-
ing for the more sparsely populated dis-

LChMUhR. |

(=]
De
iy

fields which
would Le
men with littls

way of h
Undes

Somp

{he dmmnon of
ALy

stern Austy

rried on

ish .
<l to Lho p”allmg m(lmtrv

\hoar

wish fo say sor nethz‘lg about that

because Ct‘liwln base charges have

been lovelled ab me sitting
on the Opanu and,
untess 1 ! am-
bers may 3 itow-
¢ insignificant 1how remarks mav be, 1t is

as wel‘L for me to throw some
the wppointment of the recent
{Jo“xmisk on.  On 12th March of this
in company vu{q the hon. members for
3, Woothakata, Bowen,
wm ted upon the Premier in connechion
helling industr Hon., memb
that ever since I hecame a me
House ¥ have advocated a certain
policy in connection with that industry.
object of the deputation was more or
connection with a petition which was
to me for Of‘éqchtflmo‘} bo the Pw"xmer
petition w ras
on Thursdas
uwu‘d with try “The pch g
quesc for certain T(‘”UL@tLO““ to be
conuection with the »yﬁom of working vessels
and the I1 ing. The first of those requests
was this—that the fonnage of vessels licensed
m the industry e limited to 25 tons.
The second request was that no foreign-buils
vessel, or Ve%e‘ wmdl had flown a toreigﬂ
fag, should in future be licensed. In thos
two metters I had the support of the hon.
members whom I have mﬂm,mwd a5 2000m-
p&mmv me.  Other poi which I have ad-
natul <mce '{ 1(\0 me nber of this
e no further
1588 to aliens, bui that the
existing rights which those men had acq
in the industry should be renewable fo
at present liconsed. It would be unwise “and
injudicious to interfere with existing licenses,
and it might giv se to sou(ms mternatlond
complications. It was C\p(‘CIOQ that in the
course of a little time the ens at m@sent in
the industry would drop out, and their places
wotld be taken by men of our own race. In
order to assist in establishing the industry on
+he basis of a white man’s industry, the de-
putation to the Premier suggested that a
training schf)m should be established for white
m ers dl'lC. also that 2 Government cultivation
with a view to
l“rmr_rmg about a system of leasing the fore-
§hme< and so getting away to a gvodf extent
alduous, exacfm_, and trying life of
Ainary diver. The Fremier no doubt
recognised that this .was an impo“‘cant
matter that had been placed before him,
and probably that it required some serious
reflection. It was intimated " at the time
that inquiry would be made into the
matter dealt with by the deputation, and,
if possible, some action taken. Following that

Mr. Douglas.]
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I have from time to time spoken in
r, as the records of the Assembly
1 connection with the subject, and

mat’mr up
b

m"rmu upon the Premier that it was
_necessary that immediate action
be taken. The result of my re-

rre eﬂ‘fatmns was that a restriction was placed
Upo e issue of all licenses, both licenses
for boats ar licenses for divers. I re-
cozx;wm that mis was & ferwu% feature in
connection with the welfare of this industry,
and I urged that the matter should not be

allowed to rest there, but that something
definite should be done.  As hon.
[10 p.m.] members know, when speaking

on the Estimates on the last occa~
sion they were befors the House, I could ge
no satisfactory reply from the Govunmont
at that time, and I do not think it was a fair
position for me to be placed in—that there
should be a total restriction of all licenses
without a definitoc assurance that the matter
would be fully donsidered. In discussing the
matter with the Premier, the suggestion came
from himself that it would perhaps be a wise
thing to appoint a Royal Commission. The
success the Sugar Commission had met with
would, he conﬂder(‘d be a justification for
ermomtmcf a &OIFl(nliqun in connection with
thls mdustry. 2o long as I could be certain
that a correct view of the system existing at
the present time could be placed on record,
and that the people whom I rep“mﬂmed and
who were interested in this valuable industry
Woam have an om}mtumtv of expressing the
cpxmon 1 thought it would be a rrood thing.
In order to prevent any qu@suon of my being
personally mtewsred in the matter, I mxorm@d
the Premier that I did not wish particulariy
to be on this commhs;en‘ T suggested that
it should be made a par‘iamentarv cormnis-
sion. I cons,dewd that, if I came down here
and tallked to hon. members upon a subject
VVﬂl(‘h few of them know much about, it would
be difficult for them to realise the lmportance
it. I was rather anxious, when the Pre-
mier decided that a commission should be ap-
pom‘re‘ to have certain members appointed
on it. I want the position to be clearly under-
stood, in order that no stigma may attach
] me by the qt vbement of the hon. member
for Clairns that I insisted on being placed on
this commission. But I did inform the
FPremier that 1f ho intended to appoint a

g,(,.fﬂfnmu«rv ommission I had no doubt
that the Lnomuedpc I possessed would be

of some advantag“, I am sorry the Premier
is not in his place, so that he could con-
firm that statement. I contradict the charges
made by the hon. member for Cairns,
so that the country will know th(\re is no
truth in the assertion. T sincerely hope the
Government will take some interest in this
industry. The position of the industry is not
satisfackory. The tobal cessation of the issue
of licenses is very defrimental to the industry,
and it simply means that a monopoly is bemvf
ated, more particularly in connection with
vy’ licoenses.  Aliens have been given a
The members of the

di
monopely of the diving
commission urged that regulations should be

immediately made by which any European
wonld be able to gei a license forthwith. The
desire exists to place this industry on the basis
of a white man’s industry. but at the present
time if a Huropean should apply for a license
it would be refused.

An Hoxovurasin Mems

ER: Has that been

done?
. Mr. DOUGLAS: Yes. I think this is an
important feature in connection with the

[Mr. Douglas.
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matter. T suppose the report of the commis-
sion has not yet been closely studied by hon.
members.

My, Lusixa: Noj there have been too many
other matters in the field,

Mr. DOUGLAS: I do not wish to say that
the Government are lax in this matter.
During the recess the Treasurer pald a visit
to the North, and he must, from the fact of
having been a fortnight in the locality, have &
considerable insight into the industry. I hope
the Premier will arrive at a definite policy in
ghis- matter. 1 commend the report of the

commission to the Government for their
careful cousideration. I think they would not
go far wrong if they took a lead from the pre-
sent Eeuoml Governmcnt in regard to dealing
w1th the prohibition of aliens from workmg
in this industry. 1 may quote, for the benefis
of the House, a telegram from Melbourne
which appeared in the Daily Mail of 24th
November—

My, Batchelor Minister for External Affairs to-day
dealt with certain applications for permits to engage
coloured divers in the pearling fleets of Queensiand and
approves of permits being granted to replace men whose
deaths had been certified to by the sub-collector and
o replace members of erews who had left the Common-
wealth on condition that the men must have leit the
Commonweslith before the permit was granted for suc-
cessors.  Applications to fill vacancies must be mads
within six months of such vacancies occurring and per-
mits used within six months of their issue No increase
in the present nnmber of coloured divers will be al-
lowed.

I have no wish to go any further into the
atter at the present time, I have probably
d enongh. There are other items in the

¥inancial Statement I should like to have
touched upon, but I will not detain the House
t this late hour.

Wr. MACKINTOSH (Cambooya): I would
like to say a few words in connection with the
Financial Statement, but I will not keep the
House very long. The Statement bas been
debated to such an extent that it is needless
for me to say much on the subje IL! has
1 stated thai the country has enjoyed good
and 1 hope 1t will continue to do so.
I like to say something about the "0
tion of parties which has Iﬂcehtly taken place.
A

N

R

far as I can understand, -it has given every
sction in the towns and in the country
FRNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

My, MACKINTOSH: 1 think the people
i1l be more staisfied when the Government
ve had an opportunity of placing a pro-
mie before the country, and have had

¥

time to Carry lt Jmo effect. ain ch
have taken place in the Cabinet,

rather regret. I am rather sorr

iaf;e \hmster for Lands, the pres
BSecretary, did not keap the pfmtmn he was
from the point of view that he ha% been as

™
¢

{'i\'e a '\hmuer for Lands as I have ever
nown in this country, and I have known him
his boyhood up to the present tlme He
been com tecus and easy of approach, and
am sure he was animated by a desire to
deal justly with everybody, m_\d to settle
pe@plo on the land in large numbers. 1 do
1ot say I agre ed with him in everything that
he d1d but I am bound to say that as far
as his acmwt) as a Minister is concerned his
successor will have some difficulty in surpas-
sing hinmi. There iz another change which l'vm
talken place in the Ministry that 7 regret even
more than t‘nat and that 1s the change which
resulted from the hon, member for Barcoo in
a ﬁt of temper leaving the office he so credit-
ably and honourably filled. T ad he continued
in the position of Minister for Railways I feel
certain that nmew railways would have been

>
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ructed with advantage to the country. I
rust it will not be long before he repents, and
1 am sure that he will be received back with
OPen aris. h regard to immigration, I
am m fa“{ow‘ of immigration in large numbers,
but under a different sy\tem from that which
has prev,und hitherto. Some members have
ad FLthed that we should advertise exten-
JV m ch (‘H country the advantages which
to 1mm151aut~ That 15 all

o+

(feat Britain and on the conti-
tof B urope s concerned, but that is not all
is required. Then it has been suggested
we ah'\uld send lec "Lll‘aln home to lecture
like Liondon, Dublin, Glasgow,
There is no doubt that lec-

1 induce people in such places to
to Qu“enslaufl and no doubt such people
Id be good enough in their own particular
s of business Sallora, tailors, shoemakers,
wters, and tha,é class of people would be
v useful in their own line of business, but
idea is that we should send home a practi~
cal man to visit the small towns and villages
which supply labourers to large farms in the
busy harvest time, and to talk to the people
there collectively and individually. I am sure
t if that were done, and the people were

11 the advantages which this country pos-
sesses as compared with the old country, man
of txmm would be induced to come to Queem~

1 do not mean that we should send

> fluent spealkers, whose lectures would be
ted in the newspapers, because those re-
ts, while they might be an admirable ad-
ement for the “State, might never be
by the class of people we Want as lmmi-
srants. geod deal has been said about
wages. hat wages did we all get when we
commenced to work here? W hat wages did
the provnmeat men in Australia, parucmal]v
] cot when they commenced?
5 gct hlgh wages.
What wages did you get?

. AACKINTOSH: 1 got  different
ERGEE ‘Tlta and T did very well. We all like tc
get good wages—the wayges which any business
mt the remuneration a

nan

can afford—but it is
man gets that helps bim on in the world. It
is the reputation he rns in working for an

employer, which en s him to do “well for

h f afterwards, A man in Brisbane may
have money, but he must also have a good
7‘99&1?&101\ in order o be able to establish
Wimseelf in business, and hecome a successiul
and prominent mpmker of the community. A

e of 18s. a eek and found seems to he
pl\ed nowamays I have had men in my
employ who in the course of a few years sxarte«
own account, qnd are to-day in as good
on as I am. I worked for 12s. 6(1. a
and was glad to get it. But I was nob
o before I got £1 Bs. a week, and then I
came to the conclusion ¥nat my emplover cot
not do without me, And I was not far wrong,
for soon afterwards I went info paltner 1D
with him. But hard times came, and we losi
everything. We want people vsho will open
up the country. HOW are we going to bmld
railways or settle the 'ands which ro,’lwa.ys will
open up 1f we have not population? Some
hon. members oppoaltﬂ seemn to be opposed to
ion. I would not say they do not
knmx what they are uiknw about, because we
are very wood frlm and I am sure thab
every m er of the )Ioum is animated by a
desire to do somé\fp ng to advance the inferest:s
of the country from their point of view., A
member may he rizht according to his own
way of thir ing. but he may be wrong from
my point of view. I ihink we need immigra-
tion. The land in thb country is superior to

[10 DecEMBER.]
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anything in Australia. I have been over the
greater portion of the Southern States, and I
can say that, though they may have isola,w«l
spots of land equal to ours, they have nob ¢
extensive area of splendid land that we ham)
got in Queensland. We have millions of acre
u]at p@oplc could live comfortably upon, 1‘
were construct to enable them to
eir produce o m:m:et I do not’ cars
o Dra‘on'f thiz dehate, ¥ but there ave one or
two matters to which I wish to refer, to show
that my constituency is nezlected and ‘has been
neglected for vears. When T first came into
this House I was under the impression that,
vith my wide practical knowledge, I w ould
be able to give the greatest help in shaping
he destinies of this country on much better
»mm than had been attempted hefore, but I
have not been able to get many members
to fall in with my ideas. If they did
so, it would be a good thing for themselves
and for the country. La,uqh*or) A ghort
time ago the hon. member for Barcoo, whose
retirement from the posi ition of Secretary to:
Railways 1s a great loss—in fact, I may say a
calamity, to this country—visited my district,
and can back me up in what I am ahout to say
as to the quality of the land there, the conch~
tions of the people, and the urwenr need for
railway Fonatrucuor‘ Beyond Pittsworth
there 13 as fine a tract of country as ever man
saw, but what is wanted is railway communi-
cation. Cheese from that district took the first
prize at the last Exm ion, and it had to come
60 miles to a railway. Butter made in the
district takes top price in the London market,
and it has to be carted 50 miles to a T2 jlwa,v
If we had a railway to enable the cream to be
expeditiously sent to the factory, it would all
ke superfine butter-~bevond all the grades,
Mr. Bownan: What is the reason they won’¢
give you the railway?
~Mr. MACKINTOSH: One reason is thaf
ere 15 a belt of private land of about 5
miles which a railway will increase in valu.e
avd Eﬂoplc who wished to purchase and settle
at land would have to pay the increased
\‘awe and the original owners would pocket
he profit. I have uakon six Ministerial parhoa
*mw at different times, and the hon. member
for Barcoo was the seventh. I beliove it is
not thﬂ fault of the late Minister for Public
Tands that we have not gob a raﬂway there.
If we are going to have the development of
our agricultural lands, we must have railways.
This property is now cub up bv the owners
into small sections—close settlement areas—
and it only requires a railway to go there te
about development that will give em-
ployment  to thousands of working men.
There is the Mount Russell property ; Lhat was
taken up at my suggestion. A reservation for
a railway was made on that property and no
doubt peogle were induced to selech there in
the belief that a railway would be constructed.
The present Home Secretary, when Minister
for Launds, went through ‘rhe property, and
pronounced it to be the finest in the universe.
T st that when the Government gets into
working order all these things will be done.
in order to develop the country, we must hme
money. There is any amount of money to be
got Ll London; and if the Government go in
for a loan it will be a good investment. Re-
ference has been made by the hon. member
for Cook to the establishment of an agricul-
tural farm in the North. There is a place
near Cairns called Kamerunga, That experi-
mental farm cost £14,000 to establish, and its
!1gl\ eep costs £1,600 a year; but there is no
return to be seen for the expendlture. I saw
10 acres of as fine land as there is on the
banks of the Barron for growing tobacco, and

Mr. Mackintosh.]
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there was less than a quarter of an acre grow-
ing amongst weeds on that farm. And they
were puiting up sheds for curing the tobacco
fnab was nobt growing. At Bowen they were
making ab the rate of £120 an acre profit by
glowmv I hope the Treasurer

pub foot down and stop th
useless  expendituxe at  Kamerunga.
am only giving that instance, although I

can give many instances. [ do not wish t“
tive the House out on these matters. I neve
H such a disgraceful piece 03
{10.30 p.m.] farming in my life, Lohgnr‘“
that farm theré were the des
se and Japanese, and those Chine
[ ap lendid crops without any a
from the CGovernment at all. That was
uple (>f that £14,000 estah"‘:hment
sts £1,600 a year. They imported a lot of
rubber tr and other things that were sent
out there to rof That is what we get in these
experimental farms, The Treasm’or will not
have a credit on the right side of the Iodoo‘“ at
the end of the next financial year if he do

Char

look out and put a stop to these things.
would p

the Poun*"_y to give them away for
Aud what matters more than any-
these experimental farms are sup

; to lmtl‘uct the surrounding farmers 1ww
o carry on. The farmers during the week
have no leo (f) V’%lt these prmmmntaY sta-
; it ga Farm,
*mth the nonco ¥

o wa’ a baa.rd up
mittance on Q‘:undav > and they tock joly

re that the gates were locked. so that
he farmers would not see how the place was
ied on.  These experimental farms were
ed because they caused a little trade
the town. In several other places T have
cone I inquired of many of the falmors if
they took advantage of 1t and they said they
never went near if. Foople o, out of euri-
~osity, and sea them, and that is all they do.
What I want to no’nt out is this: If this
0 [}’}u or £50,000—it does not matter whether
, few pounds more or less, a motor car
W ould cover the lot—TI hope the exnerlence with

the motor cars will be a more successful one
than trip we had on the Downs. (Laus $:8
ter) If this £40,000 a vear was expended in

buildine railways, every com‘ntiwrcv in
Quoemlewd would be satished with raﬂw“w in
ak t ten or fifteen years, and when we have
ey in abundanco let us go in mr the%o
exne imomu farms for curiosi

If they grow a ﬁmﬂpkm it vﬂl
5 s, (Laughter.)

Mr. Mav: Put on a land tax, and you will
get enough railways.

Mr. MACKINTOSH : You will have enough
axes by and by.

My, May: What about the colleges?

Mr. MACKINTOSH : Everyone knows the
colleges are not a success. A great many
pooplﬂ come to me as an expenenced farmer,
and ask me what to do with their sons, and I
tell them not to_send them to the coHeqes I

tell them to send their sons to some industrious
r\mctmal farmer, and get something for their
momney. They only go to the colleges for pas-
fime.

Mr. Mav: I know several good men turned
out by the colleges, and they are now farmers
in Queensland.

Mr, \IACK[\TOSH I know a great many
who, instead of learning to grub out trees and
so forth, are taught how to extract teeth.
(Laughtr’\r; I would advise the Treasurer to
devote this £49,000 or £50,000 to the construc-
tion of railways. Then ho would get any
amount of practical men to take up land along-

[Mr. Mackintosh.
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side those railways, and it would be more re-
munerative to the country generally and o
the people who 8o on the land.  There is
another maitter I would nk@ to mention—that
is, in conn@cuor with the aboriginal vote.
There 1s a lot of money spent on that, and it
would be better if they kept the blacks in food
and clothm;r and never mind the officials.
We went to one place called Lioyd’s Bay,
o were supposed to be 300 blacks,
and a royal prince named Frederick. We had
any amount of food, clothes, and blankets, but
when we ot there thme was not & single black
at all. We stayed there three days, and a
blackfellow who came from another place was
locking for them, and he could not find a track
of any blacks there. In my opinion, there ig
not one-half the aboriginal blacks in Queens-
land that we have on the records. There is a
whole lot of money expended in that line, and
the peor blacks de not geb one sixpence of it.
Mr., Amrey: What about Prince Frederick?

Mr. B iAuKT\T()SH We could not find him,
There is a reward out for Prince Frederick,
and they cannot find him. (Laughter.) If the
Treasurer does not put his foot down on these
matters, I am sure the balance at the end of
the year will not be as creditable as he antici-
pates. T hope hon. menﬂml will now settle
down to proper work, and will help the Go-
vernment to carry out tno programme they
put before the country, or %‘N‘B them a chance,
at any rate; and, if they do not do the right
thing, we will kick thcm out in no time, They
must get a chance, uoc&usc without a chance
no man will succeed in anything.

Mr. MurpHY: It would not be a bad t
to kick ther out first. (T aughter.)

Mre. MACKINTOSH: No. A man is entitled
to a name to prove whctnev he is an efficient
individual or not. I intended to say sommething
about motor cars, but so much has been said
about them already that I Wlﬂ curtail my re-
marks about them. I \vouc‘ suggest, though,
that those hon., members who live a long dis
tance from the Hlouse, and who are kept here
late at night after all the trams am} tmlm have
stopped running, thould be allowed to have
one of those motor cars at their disposal.
(Laughter.) I trust that the Financial State-
ment will be passed to—nighf;, 50 that we can
get on with business to-morrow. [ remember
that some years ago the sum of £30,000 was
spent on Wallumballa Estate to make it avail-
able for closer settlement, but the people who
went there debated about it aJ night and slept
all day. They did all the work by resclution,
and this House has been (lomg, the same thing
for the last three weeks. 1 hope that now we
will get to work and get something to say
agzainst the Government in reality. 1 trust
that the Budget anticipations will be realised,
and if they are, then there is no doubt that we
will have prosperity in the country.

Mr. WOODS (Woothakata): 1t is not my in-
tention to deal at length with the Financial
Statement to-night, but I am going to take the
full time I am entitled to in discussing it.
first. ‘wish to refer to a discourteous act on the
part of the leader of the Glovernment at the
opening of this debate. I understand it is
usual, according to parliamentary etiquette,
for the leader of the Government to follow the
leader of the Opposition in discussing th@
Budget Statement. That has been invariahly
the case in Queensland. I have gone to the
trouble of ]Lokmg into this Tneftor, and T have
gone back to 1873, and I find that since then if
has been almoest invariably the custom for the
leader of the Government to follow the leader

ey
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of the Opposition in deb mting the Financial
Statement. It was an act of discourtesy meted
out to this side of the Hou\o that the leader of
the Government did not get up to reply to the
der of the Oppo\ltwn Whether the hon.
‘endeman agreed with the political principles
of the 19' of the «)pr\oatmn or not, he must
remember that he was the leader of the Oppo-
sition, and he ouglit to have respected his pos
tion. In lum, ! ting the Financial State-
ment, hc Premier followed the leader of the
Opposition, and the same practice was followed
v 1876, 1877, 1878, 1879, 1880, 18R81. 1882, 1833,
34, 1885, and 1886. In 1887 the Premier did
not follow the leader of the Opposition. In
1888 the Premier followed the leader of the
Opposition, and 1t was the same in 1888, 1890,
and 1881 In 1892 the leader of the Govern-

ment did not follow the leader of the Opposi-
tion. In 1893, 1834, and 1893 the Premier fol-
lowed the leader of the Opposition. In 1896

Hir Flugh Nelson, who was Premier and Tre
surer, followed the leader of the Opp ;'hon
\f Browne. Iu 1897 the Acting Premier, Mr.
Tozer, followed Mr. Glassey, the Premier, Mr.
J. anﬁ- being 1. In 1898, Mr. Bartholo-
rew followed Mr. Glassey, and the Premier,
yrnes, died that y In 1899 Mr. Da.\v~
s sick, and Mr. sina took his place,
ng the hﬂawmr and he was imme-
diately followed 1 by the Premier. In the years
"“’)0 to 1907 inclu , the 1caﬁer of the Go-
vernme nt followed the leader of the Opposi-
T10n, y 1908, wnat haprened? The leader of
roment aﬂownﬂ another Minister to
& ead\ v of the Opposition. What was
i 11?7 The reason is patent to
. ber here and to the people out-
Tt was because the hon. gentleman knew
Treasurer was in the Chamber and
to deal with the Financial Q‘a*ﬁ~
Premier followed the ex-
@ very poor attempt at

OR PUBLic Worgs: e

My, "\ \)’“‘S ‘he member for nowhere
ocked him out. I notice the ]107
10*‘3’001 mgabba interjecting, and I
after next election, that
not be seen inside this
In the promamm

R(‘cuhammuﬂ mamtna’to
L in Geahﬂﬂ with the Barron Falls Elec-
vic Power Bill, the hon. gentleman gaid—

It bas long been known that in the Barron Falls we
ve not only a picturesque spot eof great natural
beauty, hut also a vaiunable motive power running to
wasfe. Several attempts have been made by private
companies to lease the Falls at a nominal figure from
the Government. The Government, before deciding on
any course of action, engaged the services of an expert,
Mr. Coran. of Launceston, whe made a very valuahle
report. which has been published. It is perfectly clear
from that report that, without interfering in any way
with the pleturesque beanty of the TFalls, many
thousands of horee-power of elecirical energy can he
developed and utilised in a variety of profitable ways.
The Government have received an offer from a private
company to lease the whole of the power of the Falls;
bhut it seems to us that a natural monopoly of that kind
ought really to be managed by the Government. 0 that
the power may be made available for commereial pur-
poses without saddling jndustries with undue charges.
The matter is now being discussed with a company
which is prepared to establish 2 new and important
industry at Cairns, and I hope in the next session to be
m‘epared to submit to Parliament a practical, business-
iike scheme for the utilisation of the Barron Falls on
the lines iudicated.

We were told in the beginning of the session
of 1907 that the Bill was in the hon. gentle-
man’s despatch box, and yet up to now,
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twelve months afterwards, nothing has been
heard of it. 1 would ask the Kidstonite mem-
bers who were returned to "upport a demo-
Ll‘dt}u platform to look at the list of measures

oreshadowed in the Governor's Bpeech, and
I would ask them what has bucorre of that
programme? ‘That programme has been the
means of lkeeping the ma;or*ty behind the
Government. When the Secretary for Lands
was discussing the want of confidence motion,
he held that programmie up to this side of the
Hou and said, *‘ Not a single memiber on
that Ade of the House has umcmeu the pro-

gramme.” Why? DBecause we knew p(\xfently
well then that what has since napnencu would

happ We knew that the whole thing was
only a bogey, and that, when it bad served
its purpose, .it would be dropped overboard.
The members
on that side of the Chamber who were veturned
as democrats are now in the bag; they cannof
help themselves; and the whole thmgz is now
dumped ove rboard In the interests of the
dxstuc I represent, and in view of the pro-
mises [ madL to the electors, I am bound to
support no coalition except a coalition of Lhe
lercocratic parties. I want to say that, while
am prepme(l on reasonable and Thonest
ound» to vote to turn the Government out of
office, I am not one of a party which is going
to l*uv any mfm sitting behind the present
Government by giving him a pomfo io for h]Q
sup in turning the Government out of
office. If another Gov“rnmeﬂt fo be put in
Yh(‘h it should ke a Government con-
ing of the members sitting on rhv
Opposition bench. Those are the memb

pport to place i
AppoTT H‘em in romainil i

membes
are desirous of ,Juttmg tbe Gova‘rnment out,
How can
ke

proper place is on this side.
accent the support of memb
“We will come over if you
71 alwaws believe in
the front.

MBERS : Hear,

s

UBRABLE M hear!

Mr. WOODS: If I ha
matter, no man will be boug
mise of a 2 portfolio. If the Gove
going to be put out, the peop ple who
on the Treasury benches the pe
have a majority on this side, and who
stuck to their colour

have

Coming now to the
question of thh Paxlway Department. In 190;;

the Etheridge Railway Bill was pa , and I

was < ous of seeing a Bill p end
the Railways Act, with the obuj of giving
the Minis
the present Act, It was not
ime the Etheridge Railway B
what power the Minister actually po
but we found when a strike took p]a/‘é‘ on the
Ftheridgé Railway, that, although the Act
provided that the men employed in the con-
struct;on of the line qhouxd be paid the wages
ruling in the i , the Minister had not
the slightest power to put that section into
operation. I contend that it is fime the Rail-
ways Act was amended in such a way that
some person in this Chamber shall he respon-
sible to this Chamber for the management and
constrution of all our railway 1 now want
to refer to one or two guestions which bave
arisen in this Chamber during the course of
the week. t the Local Authorities’ Confer-
ence in Au"ru t last, at which every local aatho
rity in ,Queensland was reprexpm‘ed a resolu-
tion was passed unanimously approxmﬂ of the
issue of railway passes to members of local
aumorltlna vxhnn travelling on local authority
business. A deputation from the conference

Mr. Woods-]

or more power than %0 has under
at the
passed
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aited on the late Secretary for
hon, memb
the mat
hon, gen

Rail WaYS, the
er for Barcoo, in connection with

After going into the matter, me
man distinctly refused to wra,nt free
he was perfectly justified in the
took up. But later on, by some
or other--I Would nof like to say it
was a dinister who W s responsible for it, but
I am very much a,lmu some Ministers had
xonAethl g to do with it—an application was
ade for a gold pass for the mayor of the
LV of A;rvsbwlﬂ The application was refused
by the hon, member for Barcco. But see the
pm\er the C The very
moment the hon. gentleman went out of office
a cardboard p d to the mayor. I

m’ not the slightest © ,Je”tlon to His Wor-
ship, but I do object to this being done the
very moment the late Minister went out of
affice.

The TREASURER: Noj; it was granted be-
fore he went out of office.

My, WOODS: That statement is not cor-
rect.  The hon. member for Barcoo point-
blank refused the pass.

The TrEasUrER: I think it was issued be-
fore he left office, but he might not know
about it

Mr. “‘OODb I am surprised at the
'lreasuver making that interjection, because
he knows that no goid pax‘s can be issued
without the concurrence of the Minister. The

Commissioner has power to give
[11 p.m.] a cardboard pass. After the hon.
member for Barcoo refused the
gold  pass, the cardboard pass was renewed.
\\ hat I object to is this: The mayor of Bris
bane lives In the suburbs, and travels to and
from the city by tram every day, and is it
fair that he shouto be given a gold pass, while
the mayor of South Brisbane has to pay his
fare. The mayor of every town in Queensland
is surely entitled to the same condition. No
Government has the right to use the public
funds by giving the mayor a pass over the
whole of our State railways. He can go to
Longreach or Charleville if he likes. and has
the same privilege as a member of Parlia-
ment.

Mr. KerR: For services rendered.

Mr. WGODS: I would not like to say it is for
services render e\', but it has a suspicious ap-
pearance. I do not know of an instance
where such a thing hag been done in Queens-
land before. I will not deal fully with mining
matters, because I know that hon. members
The Home Secretary is
nt in the Chamber. but I hope that
on an amer»dment of the Old-age
s Act will be mought down, by which
the age will be reduced from =mty five to
i tisfied that, if we made a
iis direction, the Federal Parliament
gree to it. Another thing, I think
it 18 unfair to ask old people on mining fields
or in the bush to travel fo a police station,
which may be mhes away. for the purpose of
receiving the 'xumon and it is only fair that
the Government should send it to them in the
form of a post office or Q(‘T‘ or some other way.
I am glad the Minister for Railways is in his
place, as I want to say something about the
wages questio The present Railway Act
should be amended in orc der to give the Minis-
ter more power. When the Etheridge Rail-
way Bill was going fhrounh the Chamber. a
c‘lam’\ was mv{tod providing that the ruhng
rate in the district Shoqla be paid, and the
same promise was made when the other rail-
ways were going through., But, instead of
the ruling rates, the fodowmg rates are being

[Mr. Woods.
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paid on Government lines:—On the Atherton
to Evelyn, and Tolga to Johnstone River, they
are as follows: Pick and shovel men, 8s. a
day of eight hours; hammer and drill men,
8s. 6d. a day. If some reasonable attempt is
not made o pay the men on these railways the
ruling rate in the district, the railway worlks
of the State will have to stop. The average
rate in the Walsh and Tinaroo district, where
this railway is being built, are—Shift bosses
and overmen, 11s. 5d. a day, 8s. 5d. on the
Government job; bracemen and banksmen,
9s. 4d. a day, 8. on the Government job;
timber men, 10'3 2d. a day, Government rate
8s. a day; engine-drivers, 11s 6d., and 9s. on
the }W'\hn Atherton Raxlway, machine men,
11s. 3d., Government rate 8s. 6d.; handmen,
10s., and 8s. 6d. on Government hne truckers,
ruling rate in the district, 8s. 10d., on the Go-
vernment railway job 8s. a da,y I do not
intend to fouch on any other matters to-night.
I sincerely hope that the leader of the Oppo-
smon will to- morrow, or before the session
closes, introduce a motion for the appomtment
of a Royal Commission to inquire into the
working of the Railway Department. Not-
withstanding the exposure made in this Cham-
ber last year, and the year before, and the in-
quiry which was held into the management of
the Stores Department, I contend that the
Brishane branch of the railway stores is worse
to-day than it ever was before; and I think it
is about time that this House took action, and
insisted upon the biggest spending department
in the State being placed on a sound financial
basis.

The SECBRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
and hlgh wages.
basis?

Mr. WOODS: Honesty of administration is
what I advocate. (Hear, hear!) I defended
the appointment of the present Deputy Rail-
way Commissioner on the assurance of the
Premier, given while I was speaking, that
thab dppomtm“nt was made with the one
object of his taking over the management of
the financial depaltmont of the service, and
putting it straight. But to-day the financial
management is worse than ever it was.
hope the Minister for Railways will direcs
his attenticn to this matter, and put up a
record, so that members may say that he was
the bost the gamest, and pluckiest Minister
who ever sided over that department.
hope also that what 1 have said will induc
the leader of the Opposxtlon to carry out t‘ae
mrrémt*on made during the recess, not only
by members on this side of the Hounn but
also by members on the Government sxdn to
appoint a Roval Commission to mvesbqat@ the
whole railway administration. I was glad to
hear the late Minister for Railways say what
he knew’ was wanted in the Railway Depart-
ment. There is no man in this Chamber, no
*nai'wi what his ability may be, who can do
ice to the Railway Department if he
has at the same time to discharge the duties
of Minister for Agriculture. The man who
occuples the position of Minister for Railways
should be able to devote his whole time to
the duties of that office, and any officer who
is proved unfit for the position he holds should
be hunted, and if the Minister aHows men to
remain who ought to go he too should be
ousted.

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): As a representa-
tive of a mining constituency I feel a good
deal chr,a.ppomfed at the amount placed on the
Estimates for the mining industry. A deputa-
tion waited on the Premier at the beginning of
this year, and we were then given to under-
stand, though 1t was not said in so many

Low rates
Is that a sound financial
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words, that the sum of £50,0600 would be
placed on the Estimates for the assistance of
the industry. I regret to say that that has not
been done, and that the Government have not
shown any disposition to assist the industry to
the extent that it deserves. A distinct pro-
mise was given by the hon. member for Oxley,
when he was LMlmister for Railways, that one
of the first vailway works undertaken would
be the erection of a new station at Gympie.
That promise has not been fulfilled, and no
provision is made for the work on the Esti-
mates. With regard to the vote for immigra-
tion, I do not propose to discuss that, except
to say that I do not think we shall get the
sreat benefits from it which some hon. mem-
1 claim. I have no objection to a cheap
steamship service, but I would ask what bene-
fit is that going to bo to the men who work in
the caneficld or in the timber districts along
the coast? Thai service will probably bring
out more people to compete with the workers
alrcady here. The members of the community
who will henefit by this cheap service are the
owiers of large areas of dairying, agricultural,
and sucar lands, and as they will reap the
benefit it confers they ou«ht to pay the cost of
the service, With regard to floating a new
loan, I am not opposed to borrowing money
for railways and other reproductive works, 1f
the money is used judiciously, but I am op-
posed to extensive borrowing. We have been
carrying out a good many works with money
oltained from revenue.

The SECRETARY For RaTLways: There was
£2,000,000 of loan money in the Treasury.

Mr. RYLAND: I am awarc of that, but a
good many works have been carried out with
money appropriated from revenue, not only in
Queensland, but also by the Federal Govern-
ment, throughout Ausfralia. Last vear the
Federal Government spent nearly £1,000.000
out of revenue on new works. Of course, that
1s no reason why we should not raise money—
a limited amount of money—by loan for repro-
ductive works, and expend it in such a way
ghat thosc who reap the benefit from its cxpen-
diture will pay the interest bill. In the open-
ing paragraph of the Financial Statement
reference is made to the disturbing influence
of the Commonwealth on our finances. I do
not think that is justified. It was contained
in last year’s Statement, and it is a misrepre-
sentation of the Federal Covernment as re-
gards their finance. TLast year we practically
got from the Federal Government £88,000 over
the estimate.

. The TREASURER:
three-fourths?

Mr. RYLAND: Last year we got £61,000
more than the previous year; and for the first
ﬁx;e months of this financial year we received
£55,000 more than we received for the
first five months of last year. The amounts
have been increasing all along the line from
the time the Morgan Government took office.
From the inception of federation the States
have received £6,058,000 more than the three-
fourths provided for by the Braddon blot, and
Queensland has received £17,392 more than
her threc-fourths. We have only been told
about Queensland being in the unfortunate
position of not getting back the whole of the
three-fourths, but, though Queensland last
year received £44,000 less than the three-
fourths, Tasmania also suffered to tho extent
of £19,685. .Though some members opposite
condemn unification, yet they want unification
in .It'egard to making all the States pay when it
suits.

. The SECRETARY ForR MINES: Do you believe
in unification?

%1
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Mr. RYLAND : The hon. member belicves
that the pestal service throughout the States
should be paid for on a population basis, and
that would be unification as regards the
Post Office. His party also advocate that the
¥ederal Governmens should take over the
State debts, knowing that some States have
debts to the extent of £80 per head, while
Victoria’s debt amounts to only £44 per head.
That 1s the sort of unification some people
would like: but I do not think it is just, or in
accordance with the spirit of the Constitution.
Prior to federation a great deal of loan
money was spent on our post and telegraph
services; but since federation they have been
maintained without a single penny of loan ex-
penditure. Anecther point is that the High
Court has decided that the three-fourths refers
to the States as a whole, and not to the indi-
vidual States. And Queensland is not the
Cinderella -of the Federation. We are prac-
tically the only State that has enjoyed a re-
duction of taxation since federation. The
question of the sugar bounty is an important
one. and last year the Federal Government
paid £568,000 ax a bonus to white-grown
sugar: and also the old-age pensions. which
is to be paid out of the cone-fourth, although

at the Premiers’ Conference 1in
[11.30 p.m.] Melbourne, at which the Premier

was not able to remain until the
close, there was a resolution tabled stating
that they were agrceable that more than the
ene-fourth shouid te held by thoe Comwmon-
wealth if they took over the responsibilivy of
the cld-age pensions. In fact, the local Press
supporting the Government have advocated
that the Federal Government should be
allowed, if they took over the responsibility of
the old-agoe pensions—instrad of keeping one-
fourth, they would be justified in kecping two-
fifths, that is about 8s. in the £1 instead of 5s,
in the £1. Tt has been stated here that the
States could carry on the old-age pensions
better than the (Commonwealth Parliament.
The Premier has not always becn of that
opinion. I have heard him say that the
¥ederal Parliament were the best ones to
carry out an old-age pensions scheme. He
also said that at more than one conference, and
I am quite satisfied that the Iederal Parlia-
ment is the best Parliament to carry out an
old-age pensions scheme. Although in Queens-
land and Victoria they have old-age pen-
slons, we must remember that three of the
States of the Commonwealth have no old-age
pensions, and will not have them until it 1s
administered by the Federal Parliament. Itis
a question whether we would have had old-
age pensions in force in Queensland if it were
not for the fact that the Federal Parliament
meant business in the matter, and the Queens-
Jand Goverment was simply anxious to be first
with the proposal. However, it does not
matter much. I am very pleased to sec the
old people provided for, and that Queensland
has not been beliind in providing for them.
This legislation enabled the Premier when he
went home to tell the pcople that no cne in
Queensland should dread old age, as they
were provided for in their old age. As
regards this Surplus Revenue Act, it is
the first time the TFederal Parliament
have ever worked under the provisions of
the Braddon blot, because it is the first
time they have ever kept the full amount
of their one-fourth. The Premier, when he
was returning from the old country, proclaimed
war against the Federal Parliament, and espe-
clally against Federal Labour members. And,
speaking here the other night, he said when
he returned to Queensland he found there were
two proposals. One apparently would only give
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us—that is, the perpetuation of the Braddon
clause that proposed to give wus only
£6,000,000 a year instead of £8,5600,000, as he
said we got last year; and, in the other pro-
posal, it was proposed to give us £5,000,000.
As regards these two proposals, the one that
weuld ounly give us £5,600,000 was the Labour
party’s proposal. If the Premier reads the
proposal drawn up at the Labour Conference
lield in Brisbane, he will see it will give us a
good deal more than £5,000,000. The average
receipts from the States for the last seven
years was £7,740,000. According to the
Lalour party’s proposal—taking the average
for five years, which I think will te a fair
thing—allowing for old-age pensions—the
amount would be about L£7,000,000. We
must remember that two years before 1910
the Tederal Government will talke over
the old-age pensions, which will be deducted
from thie amount, according to the Labour
party’s proposal. So if we put down the
- at £7,000,000, and allow £1,000,000
for new works, that means that there will be
returned to the States £6,000,000. That
00 is divided on a population basis.
population of Australia for tho
five years was about 4,000,660, If we
the 4,000,000 people into the £6,000,000,
it wiil mean £1 10s. per head. That 15 the
Labour party’s proposal—that the inhabitants
of Queensland will get returned to them £1
10s. per head, and the total would increase
as the population increases. So that (Jueens-
land. with an averaze population of 330,000,
would get returned £793,000 a year. That is
net a larvge reduction on what we have been
gettine in the past. The last seven years the
average was £3877,000, and we must remember
that we will be relleved of our liability of
£135.000 a year for old-age pensions; so that
we would be £53.000 a year to the good under
that proposal. It also proposes that we will
get an increzsed amount with an insreascd
populaticn, T do net know to what extent that
will be carried out. It would run into large
figures if our population increased largely. I
might say in connection with this matter that
there 1s no definite proposition for any
reduction of the £1 10s. per head as our
population increazed. as is done in Canada.
but I suppose that will be dealt with at the
Premiers’ Conference. 1t is always assumed
that our Customs and Xxcise revenue is
going to increas?, but I do not think +hat
they are going to increase. We are sup-
posed to have = protective tariff in Ans-
tralia, and the Customs revenue will not in-
crease under a protective tariff. The tendency
will be towards a reduction rather than to an
increase. The trend of public opinion shows
that we will be following the example of New
Zealand and New South Wales, and that, be-
fore long, thers will be less liquor imported.
Probably there will bo none imported at all,
and there will be a reduction of the duties
from that source. 1 will bo glad to see the
time come, and it is coming, when the whole
of the liguor trade will be wiped out altogether.
What did the Federal Parliament do the other
day with a stroke of the pen? They wiped out
the importation of opium altogether. So there
was a big reduction in the revenue from opium.
As the population incrcases, the HFederal
Labour party’s proposal will be found to bo of
great advantage. The Premier. in speaking
the other night, said that the evil of the thing
was that the States had no power to raise or
lower the Customs and Excise duties. That
was understood when the States entered the
federation. If the Premier wants to get back
the power to levy Customs duties, he must do

[Mr. Ryland.
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away with the federation first. Sir William
Lyne’s proposal also includes taking over the
State debts gradually, and in thirty-five years
relieving the States of all liability respecting
the debts. That means that in thirty-five years
tho whole £250,000,000 of the State debts
would be talken over by the Federal Parlia-
ment. Then, by borrowing at a cheaper rate,
and providing for a sinking fund, it is pro-
posed to wipe out the whole of the debts in
cighty-three years. That is Sir William Lyne’s
scheme. There will be no satisfaction until
the finances of the States and Commonwealth
are clear of one another. The prices of all
commoditics have gone up, but I am sorry
that wages have not gone up in proportion.
Thero is no reason why they should not, as
there is general prosperity in the State at the
present time.

The louse resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported progress, and the Committee obtained
leave to sit again to-morrow,

WARWICK TO MARYVALE RAILWAY.
WITHDRAWAL OF Praxs, ETC., FOR RECTI-
FICATION,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 1
tabled plans of the proposed Maryvale Rail-
way to-dav, and I find, since they have been
Jaid on the table, that there is a slight error
in them. I, therefore. lLieg, Ly leave of the
House, to withdraw the plan, section, and
Lock of reference of the proposed railway from
Marrvale, together with the Commissioner’s
report thereon; and to move that the order
for printing that report be rescinded. The
plang will be tabled again on Tuesday next,

when they have been rectified.

Quesztion put and passed,

The House adjourned at five minutes to 12
o’clock.





