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TUESDAY, 1 DECEMBER, 1908. 

The SPEAKER Hon. John Leahy, Bul/oo) took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIOKS. 

DEEP S!1\'KI1\'G AND PBOSI'ECTI1\'G, 

Mr. MAXWELL (Rurkc), for Mr. Walker 
asked the Secret"ry for ~Mines- ' 

1. "'hat amount of money has been spGJlt in aid of 
deep ::;inking since 30th June, 1908? 

2. The names of the p;trties or comoanies \rho re-
ceived same, and amount? ~ 

3. ·what amount of money has been spent in aid of 
]HOspecting ~ 

4. rr1he nn.me of per::.ons or partie~ who rceeived same, 
also amount? 

The SECRETARY :FOR MINES (Hon. 
J. G. Appel, A/bert) replied-

1. £2,825 9s. 5d. 

2. Xew Monareh Gold :J.iining Companv, 
Hodgkinson ... .. . .. . .V •• 

Highland Mary Blocks Limitecl, Croy-
don ... ... ... ... . .. 

::nessrs. Blucher and. Simpson, Char-
ters Towers .. . . . . . . . . .. 

Golden Gate Consolidated Tribute, 
Croydon ... ··~ ... . . 

Big Hill Gold :\lining CompanvJ "\Yar~ 
wick ... ... ... .:. . .. 

3 ~orth Columbia Gold :.\lining Corn~ 
pany, Gympic ... ... ... . .. 

Bedford's Reeling Syndicate, Clermont 
:l1ount :J.Iorgan Prospecting Company 
J. William~ort, Jnbilee Mine, };the-

ridge ... ... ... ... 
Benuion's Block, Limited, Croydon ... 
Llewellyn and party, West Normanhy 
Jlount Warminster Lead and Copper 

}lines, Limited, Rockhampton 

£ 8. cl. 

300 () 

66~ 10 

1511 0 

1318 0 

147 

147 0 11 
47 16 t) 

200 0 t) 

143 u () 

191 19 8 
133 0 0 

82 9 9 

rrotal ... £2,82.) 9 5 

3. ~"3,112 lOs. ll!d. 

·i. Carriage of ore for prospectors, etc. 
"\L J. Cumming. Rockhampton 
l\f. John son and party, Morinish 
E. '"'"'· Korn, Cooktowu ... 
J. Ex ton, Card,vell 
W, S. ·~rilkins, Bowen ... 
Dehn and party, Coen ... 
Gear)" and party, Townsville 
C. Oheffins, Bowen ... . .. 
r.l'. Jeffcoat and p:u·ty, Sta.nthorpe 
L. Rosengarten, Oloneurry ... 
D. Twaddle and party, Cook town 
r.l'homson and 'Villiams, Cook town 
A.Hempsali,Gympie ... 
M. Bunney and party, Gympie ... 
Crocodile ~liners' Progress Associa-

tion, Bouldercombe . .. . .. 
JH. ?\eil and part.y, rpper Russell 
'·Vatson and party, Glastonbury ... 
Gympie and District Prospecting 

A.ssocia tion . .. .. . · ... .. . 
Pl~mp for Gymvie and District Prospect-

Ing Association .. . . .. ... 
Sapphire Thfiner~· Co-operative Associa-

tion-Advance on gems 
Classifying gem~ .. . ... 
Expenses, J. C. Kerr, re gems 
Sinking wcU, Oaks RnRh 
Sinking welL Dimbnlah road .. 
Pump for well, Sapphire Town 

71 f) cl 
13 0 0 
27 0 (l 

12 15 0 
g 0 0 

15 0 0 
30 () 0 
18 0 0 
50 0 0 

6 0 0 
95 17 7 
30 0 0 
13 10 0 
610 () 

6 0 0 

lOO 12 6 
10 u 0 
;JO 0 0 

977 19 

307 0 

1,093 13 0 
92 0 0 

9 0 0 
25 12 0 
42 11 11 
15 0 0 

Total·-- £3,112 10 10 

ToRRliH STHAIT .MAIL SERVICE. 

Mr. AlJAMSON (lliary0orough) asked the 
Chief Secretary-

1. In the advertisements calling for tenders for the 
Torres Strait mail service, was it stipulated that 
Broadmonnt shonlrl he the port of call for Central 
Queensland~ 

2. If so, why was it that the name of Port Alma was 
substituted for that of Broadmount, and that at t.he 
last moment? 

:3. \fill the British-India Company's steamers or.. this 
service carry white crews~ 

The PREMIER (Hon. \V. Kidston, Rock-
hampton) replied-

1. :l\-o. 

2. Sel: answer to Xo.l. 
3. Ye~, when contract is confirmed. 

HALL-'-HOLIDAY QcESTI011', McsGRAVE 
~jLl<~CTORATE. 

.:\Ir. LAND (Ralonnc), for Mr. Barber, asked 
the Secretary for Public \Vorks-

1. Has any application been made to allow the elec­
tors of the :J.Insgrave electorate to participate in the 
poll on the half .. llOlidny question, originally advertised 
to take vlace on 5th Decem her, bnl now postponed till 
12th December? 

2. On whose authoritY or advice wa~ the date for 
taking the poll postponed F 

3. Has the local inspector at Bundaberg, the Chief 
[nspector, Brisbane, or the Secretary for Puhlic f'forks 
power to postpone the takiug of such poll after a speci­
tied date has been advertised~ 

·L Seeing that the request for. and the date originally 
advertised for, t.aki..ug the poll only applied to the area 
then under the provisions of the Shops and Factories 
Act inamely, the Bundaberg electoral district), have 
the inspectors or Minister power to allow electors out­
side that area whose name-; do not appear on the Bun­
daberg electoral roll to participate in the poll? 

5. 'Vill the 'Minister st~te what action has been taken 
in the matter? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. ,J. G. Appel, Alue>·t) replied-

1. Yes. Petitions 1·eceived from both electors of 
)Jnsgrave and Bnndaberg. 

2. The Chief Inspector. 
3. Yes; Chief Inspector. 
4. I think not. 
.3. :.\one. 

J OHKSTOKE IliYER DISTRICT. 

.1\lr. LENNOl'\ (Heruert) asked the Chief 
Secretary-

Has he received a petition from the Johnstone River 
Progress Association regarding the opening up of 
].Iourilyan Harbour, and the construetlon of a railway 
in connection therewith, for the development of the 
Johnstone Ri\"er district~ 

The PREMIER replied­
Yes. 

ADDRESS IN HEPLY. 

RESCMPTI01\' 01<' DEBATE. 
.:'IIr. i\IAUGHAN (Ipsuich): Before I pro­

ceed to discuss the matters to which our atten­
tion is directed in the Address in Reply to the 
Speech from the Throne, I should just like to 
take the opportunity of referring briefly to a 
certain mining trouble which has recently taken 
place in my district. I refer to the colliery 
trouble at Mr. Black's cnalpit at Blackheath, 
Bundanba. I think that eYery hon. member 
would deplore any trc>uble in connection with 
one of our greo.t industries, especially the coal 
industry, at the pre,ent time, and the only 
reason I have for at all referring to this question 
this afternoon is t'' endeavour, a.s briefly as 
possi!Jle, to make known to tLis House and the 
country generally that the references made to 
the dispute in question in the Brisbane daily 
papers are somewhat erroneous. It seems to be 
the ri5(ht thing nowadays to haYe big black 
scare headlines in the newspapers, and when 
the members of the Coalmioers' L"nion-the 
men who are affec'ed by t.he dispute-saw the 
headlines in the daily Press on Saturday morning 

Mr. Maughan.] 
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they felt somewhat aggrieved. The following 
are the headlines which appeared in the Cott?·ia 
of Maturd ay in connection with the trouble :-

.STRtKE .\.1' BV:i\DA::Illt'\. 

Trouble at Blackheath Colliery. 

Jlit to be Closed Dmvn.-200 )fen Affected. 

And in the Daily Mail of Saturday the following 
headings appeared :-

SnuK~<: 01· Co_\l;\IJ:i'\ER.". 

Trouble at Blarkheath Colliery. 

Yardage Rates Demanded.-}Ien Go Out To-day. 

"'ow, I desire to mention this fact: :First, that 
there was no idea on the part of the men affected 
to strike at all, and another thing-even if they 
had w<tnted to strike, they could not have done 
it without first d all referring· tbe whole ques­
twn in connection with the dispute to the "dis· 
trict." It is one grc>lt feature of the Queensland 
Colliery Emrloyees' Union that a small body of 
1nen cannot precipitate a serious iuduRtrial crisis 
without an appeal to the whole body of unioni"ts. 

HoNOCRABLE :\IE"!BERS: Hear, hear ! 

::Yir. 1\IA'CGHA::s-: I should like to eay, too, 
that the coal industry is not in that state <tt the 
present time which would make it a convenient 
occasion for men to go out on strike. At the 
same time, men are n1en, and the time 1nay 
come when they have to stand on their manhood 
and resist the encroachments which are apt to 
be made by employers against the rights of the 
<em]Jloyees. I think I may speak on bebalf of 
the men here to-day, and tell the House and 
c0untry that, so far a' tht: coalminers of that 
district are concernecl, f-O long as they are pro~ 
perly trea.ted by way of good conditions of 
labour and emoluments, there is not likely to be 
a strike in the industry for a long time to come. 
Having said that much, which I owe to the men 
themselves, I just wish to touch on one or two 
other matters before I come to the Speech. In 
the first place, I nnderstancl there is a disposi­
tion to rush through the bnsiness of the session 
and get into rec888, and hnn. rnen1bers of this 
House feel that thtre is a tendency on the part 
of the Government of the day to depreciate the 
value of Parliarnent as an inBtitution ar1d govern 
the country by C>tbinet-govern it by and 
through the departments. 

;}Ir. SmiXER : By caucus. 

Mr. :viA UG HAN : Yes, if you like, by caucue, 
and fritter away the right, of the represen. 
tatives of the people to meet here in common 
and work out the destinies of the State. ' 

:\Ir. SniXEI\: Has that not always been so? 

::\Ir. MXGGHAN: Yes, it has. The inter­
jection of the hon. member reminds me that 
about 2GO years ago it was considered almost a 
crime to talk about the opening of Parliament 
or even to discuss Parliament at all. In fact: 
we read in history that men were disHnctly 
against the assembling of Parliament, and there 
is a great probability, if we are not careful, of 
the representatives of the people seeing the same 
thing in a ycungStntelike Queensland. 

Mr. Su1IXEH: It is no different now to wh>tt it 
has always been. 

Mr. ::YIAUGHAX: As hon. members are 
aware, a great deal of reference has already 
heen made to the change in the personnel of the 
Ministry. I should like to say, in connection 
with the changes which have taken )-'lace, and 
the period covered by the recess since last we 
met, I am reminded that for several months the 
Acting Premier was a gentleman who had no 

[Mr.Maughan. 

political responsibility to the people of the 
country. I think that the time has come when 
it should be a .:ine qua non of responsible go­
vernment that the Premier, or Chief Secretary, 
or Prime Mini3ter of this country should Le a 
man elected by the people of the country. 

Qpposnrox J\1E~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

:\lr. MAUGHAN: He should Le a Minister 
representing some constituency. I do not say 
that in anv carping spirit. As a matter of 
fact, the ge;1tlem>tn who acted in the position of 
Acting Premier is well known to all of us, ami I 
do not think he has got an enemy m the House 
]Jolitically, but I lay it clown as a principle that 
the Chief Secretary of Queensland should be a 
gentleman having some direct electoral responsi­
bility to the people. I am also inclined to think 
that theFe frerruent changes in Ministerial dfice 
are not good for the eomrnunity. It may be 
good for cert·,in people, but on the whole I think 
that it is apt to depreci~te the value Rttached to 
the office of a Cabinet l\linister; but a.s things 
now Rtand a man whn i~ avpoint~?d a 1Iinister 
to-day, in six months' tin1e, nr lesR, vrobably 
finds hinhelf out in the c.,JcJ. He has ]Jrobably 
be>on an industrious Minister, has just g·ot the 
grip of his department, tend desit es to accomplish 
certain 1 efonns, when he finds himself out of 
office. I\ow, take the cttse of the hon. member 
for Barcoo. I like to be perfectly fair and frank, 
ant! I will say thi', thnt while that hon. gentle­
man "·as ~liu'ster for l:tailways he attempted to 
carry out a good many reforms in connection with 
his ]J:trticnlar department. 

HoxocR.\BLE MEJIBEHS : Hear, hear! 

J\Ir. l\IA LTG HAN : And those reforms af­
fectEd a large number of 111en who are n1y own 
comtituents, but we find him now left out in the 
cold and another gentleman appointed in his 
place. Tht "'changes would not be half so bad 
if the reforms bid down by an outgoing i\Iinist er 
'vere carried ant by his successor. But aR a rule 
they are nnt. They n.re simply ]Jige<>n-holed. 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vhich re· 
forms, might I ask? 

::\Ir. MAUGHAN: If the hon. member wants 
a list of reforms which the late Minister for 
Railw~tys was anxious to carry out, and which 
particularly affect my district, he will find th~m 
in the Railway Department. I have no destre 
to inflict details upon the House at the present 
time, but all I desire to point out is thie, that 
there is a tendency on the pttrt of Ministers to 
ignore altogether the promises of their predeces­
sors. Sometirnt sit is a fortunate thing that it is 
so; at other times the comtitnencies suffer a good 
deal. Why there should be any dis]Josition to 
rush through the business and adjourn before 
Christmas I do not know. \Ve have had a very 
long recess, alld we only had a Yery short session 
early in the year, although I rruite frankly admit 
that we did in that one se,si1m a good deal more 
work rortheconntrythan probably can be recorded 
in connf'ction \vith any pre\-rions sessis:m ~ince we 
have had responsible Government in (lneensland. 
I think the idea of rushing through the work and 
adjourning before Christmas is open to very grave 
question. I find there are precedents for work· 
ing up to Christma,, adjourning for the hohdays, 
ar1d resuming work atter the New Year. In 
1868 the House met on the 18th Xovember, and 
the session ended on t!te 22nd April, 1 ~liD. In 
1871 the House rnet on the 8th ::\ovember, and 
carried on bu,iness till the 22nd .January, 1872. 
In 1883 the House assembled on the 8th Novem· 
her, and members dispersed on the 10th 1\Iarch, 
1884. Perhaps hon. members will say that this 
is ancient history; but it must be admitted that 
the proposal to meet towards the end of the year, 
without hon. members being given ample O]Jpor-
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'tunity to air their grievances and bring forward 
matters affecting their constituents, deserves cen­
sure. The ~peech which has been submitted 
by His Excellency the Governor to Parlia­
ment contains many matters of interest to 
tbe people generally, and also contains certain 
details which require the utmost attention on 
the part of hon. members. Reference is made 
to the Chief Secretary's visit to England. 
Speaking >ts a member of the Ltbour oarty, I 
have no particular objection to the Chief Secre­
tary visiting England, and I an1 sure tbere is no 
member of this party S·l narrow-minded as to 
prevent the Chief ~ecretary, or any other 
Minister, going to the other end of the world, 
provided he c1uld do some goo:l senice for the 
State. If I can see anything at all in the 
Speech worthy of particul::tr notice in c'nmec­
tion with the Premier's visit to Europe, I think 
his work in connection with our loans is fL mattt>r 
which redound,; to hi·• credit. Any financier, 
whether po1itician or not, who can du anything 
to relieve the taxpayers of burdens, whether 
by arranging \Vith the Bank of Enh1ancl in 
connection with the repayment of our loans 
or otherwiRe) is doing- good set vice for the 
country. Therefore, I have no particular ob­
jection to his vi"it to England in connec­
tion with that matter. But I think that 
while he was in Engbncl he was apt to allow 
his immigration propooals to nm riot; and I 
think that is a matter that requires the atten­
tion, not only of :t\Iinisters, bnt of oll hon. 
members. Our attention is also directed to the 
fact that we are to have a ( ~'1eensland mail ser­
vice. \Vith the details of the agreement most 
of us are ac<1nainted, and nu doubt an opportu­
nity .will be given to discus~ the matter subse­
t(Uently. Reference is n.ade to Lhe Franco­
British Exhibition. If I remember aright, every 
memlJer of the Labour party voted for the 
money to be expended in connection with 
the Exhibition, because we realised that it 
would be a good advertisement for ( lueensland, 
and I do nut think that anybody reg-rets 
the expenditure of the money nrterl fm that 
purpo,;e. 1 should lilte now to refer to ;w­
other me1us to which the Gunrument had 
recour~e _in connection with ad \'l'rtiHing the 
State. I refer to the Sydney Intelligence 
Burerru. \Ve are all aware th:1t the Premier 
arranged .son1e t-irne ago for a building in P-itt 
street to serYP as an Intellig·enc:c Bureau in the 
JutereStt:i of thi~ Stn.te, and tb::tt. a Yery aeti\-~', 
zealous, and ah.e n1an, .J[r. H1g-g·~, \','tlS put In 
charge. I heliere. an t}H se lllemlw·r~ vho \.Vent 
to Sydney dnring the tin1e of the .c\.lnPriean 
Fleet festi,itie,; visited the lmrem, aml, I think, 
what strm·k all of us w~s the fact that the 
b;ueau was far too small. It is a little tin-pot 
p.ace. 

:\Ir. LESIXA: A shablry little place. 

:'llr. :\I A 'l~G HA::\ : y,", a shabby little place. 
\Vhen we looked round and compared the::\ ew 
South \Vales bureau with that of Queensland, 
one was inclined to question whether tbe sign­
board put up by Mr. Hig-g;;-" The Coloosus of 
Queensland !"-was in keepin5 with the swall 
office referred to. The money spent on that 
bureau i,; money well spent, and I cannub help 
thinking it is unfortunate th;ct the bureau in 
:Melbourne was not, kept going. From what I 
heard when I was in the South, particularly in 
connection with people coming to Australia, they 
.uc attracted a good deal to the intellig-ence 
bureaus of Melbourne and Sydney and the 
\Vestern portion of Anstralia, anrl Queensland 
as a rule is left out in the cold. If we take steps 
.to advertise queensland, it should be done pro­
'perly, and it can only be done properly by 
. .establishing properly equipped buream of suffi-

cient dimensions. In the Sydney bureau there is no 
room for exhibits, and the Chief Secretary must 
know that the present director cannot possibly 
make a proper show of any exhibit that people 
might desire to send down. I was commissioned 
by the Queensland \Voollen Comp;my, Ipswich, 
to make inquirie,, as to whether the director 
could find room for an exhibit in the bure>tu; 
but :\Ir. Hig[;s assured me that, while he would 
endeavour to find room, he could not make the 
display that he would like to do. Reference was 
also made to the Agency-General. I have 
heard all sorts of rumours in connection with 
Sir H. Tozer. I suppose we shall hear before 
very long that Sir Horace has resigned, and that 
,;ome other dignitary has been appointed in his 
stead. It is too early to anticipate who that 
gentleman will be, brn I hope that he will be 
a man thoroughly representative of (ineens­
hmd, ,Lnd that he will be able to properly repre­
eent the State at the other end of the world. 
:\Iy own opinion about the Agent-Gener"l is, 
that the representative of "State, especie.lly of 

a country like Queensland, shonld 
[4 p.m.] be a thoronghly practical man, and 

the greater experience he has had 
in trade and cotnmerce, so much the better it 
will be for the State. Reference has also been 
made to the proclucin~ indmtries, and under 
tha,t heading cmnes agriculture, mining, and 
land settlement. One thing is Cf'r~ain, so far as 
agriculture is concerned, I suppooe never in the 
history of thn State was that particular industry 
making greater stride,, \Ve have to be very 
thankful for a seri~s of splendid seasons, and I 
trust they will continue. Given good seasons, 
there i,; nothing w hold lineensland back­
nothing :Lt all. 

Mr. SnrXER: In what way? \V here are the 
figures? 

:Hr. :\IAUGHAX: I say given good seasons, 
there is nothing to hold Queensland back. 

:\lr. Sn!XER: Give us some proof of that. 

:\fr. J\IA FG HA::\: I cannot give statistics 
a.hout the seasons; the hou. member can look 
them up for hirr:self. ·what I say is this: Given 
good seasons. there is nothing to hold Queensland 
back, and l am sure the majority of members 
will agree to that. 

:1.Tr. SnrXER: That is so, bub you made a 
,,taternent. Gi \'8 us smne proof. 

:\Ir. :\IAUGHA::\: I say the recent good 
sea;~onE:, \Yhich is proof sufficient. Take, for 
instance, dn.irying. The bon. 111ember know~, 
as a practical man, that there are hundreds-I 
might Bay thousands-taking up l>tnd at the 
pl'esent time, a large number of whom have 
invested everything th,,v have in the world on 
good stock ; and the dairying- industry, as is 
known, i~ g·oing ahead by leaps and bounds, and 
shoultl a drought come, it will be a very serious 
thing for Queemland, and no man in Queensland 
would suffer more th,m the dairy farmer. Land 
settlement and irnmigration is a1Ro referred to in 
the Spefch, ~nd I shall have something to say 
about these particular matters later on. Refer­
euce is also matle to the railway policy, and the 
recent mining disaster at i\Iount :\Iorgan, and I 
am sure I can only re-ech<r the sentiments that 
have been uttered by hon. members in all parts 
the House, when I >ay it is deplorable that an 
accident like that should occur, and it is a warn­
ing to all concerned for the Government to make 
1nining operations nJuch safer than they have 
been in the past. Reference is also made to the 
beche-de-mer industry, in connection with which 
a Royal Commission has been taking evidence. 
The financial relations between the Common­
wealth ami the State also find reference in the 
Speech. The usual stereotyped reference to the 

Mr. Maughan.] 
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Estimate~, which are supposed to be framed 
with due regard to economy, is also to be found, 
and the Bills promised are-A Bill to Provide 
for Advances for ~Workers' Dwellings; a Bill to 
Further Amend the Land Act; a Bill to Restrict 
the Leasing of Lands to Aliem; a Bill to Authorise 
Mining on Prhate Properties; a Public Service 
Superannuation Bill; a Trade Disputes Bill; a 
Bill to Amend the Bills of Sale Act ; and 
a Bill to Amend the Local Authorities Act. 
I should just like to say in connection with these 
proposed Bills, and the same statement may be 
applied to every Bill containing reforms passed 
by this House-it does not matter how good a 
Bill may hE', it does not matter bow just .and 
humane its principles may be, unless that Bill is 
associated with good, sound, sympathetic ad­
ministration, then I say that Bill might just as 
well nevc·r become. law for all the good it will do. 
(Hear, he.u !) There must be good, healthy, 
humane administration of those measure~, and 
unless we have that we may just as well save 
our>el •ces the trouble of passing measures of this 
character. I trust that the new ::\Iiuisters 
who have taken office, if they have the chance 
of administering any Bills of this character, 
will endeavour to see by administration that 
they are can·ierl out to t.be letter. There are 
one or two measures which I must say I 
was somewhat surprised were not included in 
the Speech, particularly as they have already 
appeared in the two previous Speeches from 
the Throne-an amendment of the \Yorkers' 
Compensation Act particularly. I am also 
sorry, and it is a matter that affects my dis­
trict and I specially urge it on the Minister 
for 1Iines, that there is no promise of a Coal 
Mining Regulation Bill. Such an Act, although 
it may be a new thing for Queensland, is 
by no means new to other States. In New 
Zealand a Coal Mining Regulation Act has been 
in force for many years. The conditions of coal 
mining are of sueh a peculiar nature and cha­
racter that they demand special legislation. I 
trust that will receive the "ttention of the 
Minister for Mines, if not in the present ses· 
sion, in the very near future, and I can assure 
him it will be very much welcomed, not only by 
the coalmasters and coalminers in my district, 
and in that of the hon. member for Bundamba, 
but I believe throughout the whole State. \Vhile 
I see a great deal in the Speech about settlement 
on the land, yet for some years this House has 
been ignoring altogether another class of enter­
prise that I think really requires attention. 
\Vhilc the H·.,use, and particularly the parly I 
am associated with, has shown every inclination 
to assist the primary producers, it is of equal 
importance to render some assistance to the men 
who are dealing with manufactures in Queens­
land. 

Mr. SnrNER: The Federal Parliament do 
that. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: That is so to a certain 
extent, but the State Parliament could do a great 
deal also. Only the other day the Government 
found themselves short of engines, and they 
ordered twenty locomotives to be built in 
England. Do you mean to say those engines 
could not have b8en built in Queensland? 

HOXOURAilLE ME31BEHS: Certainly they could. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: It may be argued that 
they conld not be built in the Government rail­
way workshops, but there are other great en­
gineering firms in Queensland, snch as \Valkers 
Limited, Evans, Anderson, and Ph elan, Limited, 
and other important ironworks; and I am quite 
convinced, in n1y o'Yn 111ind, that these engines 
could have Leen constructed in Queensland 
without any trouble. \\'hy all this undue haste? 
\Vhy have sent that order for locomotins lG,OOO 

[Mr.Maughan. 

miles home to the old country, which will involvE. 
the expenditure of an enormous amount of public­
money? \Ve find mechanics walking about idle,~ 
and we find parents worrying the life out of hon. 
members to find work for their sons, and we 
have numbers of mechanics and coachpainters 
and others coming in the guise of farm l>lbourers> 
in immigrant ships and asking for employment 
in the Govermnent railway workshops or iron 
foundries. \Ve know these engines could ba.ve 
been made in Queensland, and if at that par­
ticular time the powers that be found it incon­
venient, by stress of work, to manufacture them, 
then surely armngements could have been ma<;Ie 
whereby double shifts could have been put on m 
the Government and private workshops anrl so 
cope with the work in that way. \Ve believe in 
the principle of Queensland work to be done by 
Queens]anders as far as possible. (Hear, hear!} 
The State of Victoria has not imported a single 
engine for some time. \Ve should do every­
thing we can to encourage manufacturing in 
Queensland. There is a great avenue for the 
employment of our people here; and, if we are 
going to start sending home for our locomotive­
engines, we shall soon find ourselves sending to· 
America for carriages, wagons, and goodness 
knows what else. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \V.,s there 
not a particular reason for that order being 
sent? 

Mr. MAFGHAK: There may have been a 
particular reason. The ban. member can make 
a particular reason for anything. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.~ULWAYS: \Yere not 
other orders given for engines to be built in the 
State at the same time? 

Mr. JUAUGHA::\: Yes, there were other 
orders given; but I say tbat there was no· 
occasion for the tremendous hurry that was 
shown. As a matter of fact, if the Locomotive· 
Engineer had only shown a little more foresight, 
there would have been no occasion for the 
manager of our railways to have placed the order 
for those engines in the old country. 

Mr. SliM~ER: All your party are not of that 
opinion. 

Mr. MkUGHAX: Well, I am! 
LABOl:H llfE)JBERS: Hear, hear ! 
1\Ir. KERR: But you are aware that local­

manufacturers could not undertake the order. 
Mr. MAFGHAN: That has to be proved. I 

know that I approached the hon. member about 
it, and I know that from his point of view he 
was perfectly sincere. At the same time, it is 
entirely a matter of opinion, and I cannot help 
thinking that arrangements might have been 
made to have those engines made in Queens­
land. 

1\Ir. 1\IITOHELL : It was purely a question of 
time. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: A question 
of time and of the requirements of the railway 
service. 

Mr. MAUGHAK: We have heard all those 
arguments before. 

Mr. MITCHELL: The railways bad been 
neglected up to th;<t time. 

Mr. MAUGHAX: It is well known that 
those eugines were ordered in anticipation. of 
several lines which were passed last sessiOn 
being constructed ; "nd we know that those 
lines have not yet been completed. 

The SECRETA!tY ~'Olt RAILWAYS: :c great 
number of them have been constructed. 

Mr. 1\IAUGHAN: A great deal has been said 
about the methods of the Labour party in con· 
nection with its management. The Premier not 
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long ago made some remark" on the subject, n 
report of which appeared in the Courier of 27th 
April. The hon. gentleman was beino- han· 
queted at a citizens' function at which he 
received a presentation, and he made use of the 
following remarks :-

A considerable number of the members of tlJe Labour 
party-he thought the whole of the Labour party-ifthey 
settled the business of the IIousL in the House would do 
so in such a wn:r that there would be no troubl~ about the 
business: IHear, hear~~ But unfo1"tunate1y that party 
had got m to sueh a system of party manao-emcnt that 
their line of conduct in the House was u~t settled in 
the liOl~Se nt a.Il. (Applnuse.) rrhere was no appe~Ll to 
rt:ason 111 the House about the matter. Their line of 
eonduct was st:ttlccl for them oHtside. The Kidston 
Government, the,; 1.vould see, nllder these circum­
stance~, was not only controlled by the Labour party 
accordmg to popular ideas-they were not only con­
trolled by the J.Jabout· party, but the Labour~ party 
which controlled ~hem ~.;as controlled by someone 
else outside of Parllamen t. 

Well, the only agency that I know that c,llltro!;; 
the member;, of the Labour party outside are the 
people themscl ves-the electors who send them 
to Parliament. (Hear, hear!) There is no 
doubt the hon, gentleman had very good reason 
for saying that. He was preraring the way for 
the fusion or the coalition of the Kidston and 
Philp parties, and this was his excuse-probably 
one of the many excuses he has made in various 
parts of Queensland and in the South, and pro­
ably at home, for all I know-for bringing about 
this coalition. I do not think there was a 
member. of this party who, on the last day of the 
last sosswn, drd not feel that a coalition was in 
the air. (Hear, hear!) Anybody on the direct 
and cross Opposition benches realised that there 
was to be a fusion of the two parties in the very 
near future. There was nothing at all surprising 
about it, and therefore the Premier need not have 
gone out of his way to point at the management of 
the Labour party in the way he did, when he him­
self used to be an active participator in that 
very management. vVhen members rise in this 
House they are not speaking merely to their 
fellow mem b_er~, . they are speaking to the 
country, and rt rs Just as well to put this matter 
clear to the country. As a matter of fact, this 
party knows no controlling influence except the 
electors who send them here. I know what the 
hon. gentleman meant. The hon. gentleman 
has an idea that there is a power called the 
Central Political Executive w hi eh sits as he 
c.'1lls it, "on the hill" in solemn concl~ve, and 
orders this party to do its bidding. Well, I 
challenge the Premier to prove that statement. 

LABOuR MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I am a member of the 
Central Political Executive, and I cannot recall 
one instance where that body has sent a peremp­
tory demand to thrs party to do a single thing 
or to take a certain line of action. As a matte;. 
uf fact, it is rather the other way. (Hear, 
hear!) 

Mr. HAUDAORE: 'l'hey are careful not to inter· 
fere. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: That is so; and it is just 
as well to let the country know exactly what the 
Central Political Executi,-e is. '.rhe basis of 
that body is simply the political and industrial 
organisations associated with the Queensland 
Labour party. The present Central Political 
Executive was elected at the Rockhampton con­
vention in 1907. It was electEd by the votes of 
the delegates sent there by organiserl labour 
throughout the whole of Qlleensland. 

Mr. MAXWELL: No. 
Mr. MAL!GHAK: Surely nobody will take 

exception to that ! 
Mr. liARDAORE : It is copied by every other 

political party in the world. 

Mr. :UAUGHAN: There is an old sa.ving 
that "imitation is the sincerest form of flat­
tery." vYe already see evidences on the nther 
side of hon. members adopting our 1nethods. 
They have adopted onr method of the caucus-a 
very much denounced system many years ago ; 
and, if I mistake not, a" time goes on, they will 
find our system of organisation the most con­
venient for them to adopt. I see there is a new 
party being· formed-the Liberal Dem<,cratic 
party. Nnw, I would suggest to hon. mem· 
hers opposite to elect a central political 
executi\ e in connection with that organisation. 
Now, what i" our Central Political Executive 
comprJsed of? The Convention of 1907 elected 
eleven memberc, Four of the members of that 
executive happen tn be members of the Parlia­
mentary Labour party. Although the majority 
of the members of the Convention-probably 80 
per cent. of them-were non-members of Parlia­
ment, yet we find that the leader of our party 
s.nd myself he<>ded the poli for the Central Poli­
tical ExecutiYF, with other members of the party 
following clo:· ely-a g >od and sufficient answer 
to those people who say that there is a ten­
dency on the part of the organisations to 
get rid of the Parliament<try Labour mem­
bers~to n1anage our busine~R through the Cen­
tral Political Executive nr .some outside bodv. 
In addition to the representative members elected 
at the convention, which include the four mem­
bers of this party whom I have named, the chair· 
man of the party (Mr. Bowman, member for 
Fortitude Valley), and the secretary of the 
party, the hon. member for Bundaber~<, are also 
members of the Central Political Executive. 
\Ve have also on that body two members of the 
Federal Labour party, and the president and 
secretary of the Australian Federation. The 
then president was Mr. May, the hon. member 
for Flinders. The secretary of the Central 
Political Executive is the Hon. A. Hinchcliffe,. 
M.L.C. The personnel of that body also included 
the secretary of thA three branches of the Aus­
tralian \Vorkers' Fnion, "or whom they may 
appoint." As hon. members know very well, itl 
is a very inconvenient for the secretaries of the 
Australian \Vorkers' Union to come down hun­
dreds of miles to meet with the Central Political 
Executive in Brisbane, and that is the reason 
that provision was inserted in the constitution, 
and this made it possible to appoint my colleague, 
the hon. member for Mitchell (Mr. Payne), and 
other L.,bour members to that particular body. 
It will be seen, therefore, that all this talk 
about "the power on the hill" is considerably 
minimised when we deal with the facts as 
they exist. The power " on the hill" is" 
after all, simply ourselves!lnd a few others who are 
"" much interested in tlw Labour movement as 
any man in this House. I come now to the 
question of the management of our party. The· 
Labour party can manage it.' own business in its 
own way, and has done so, and does do so still. 
Every Tuesday we meet to consider matters. 
vVe are not always unanimous. Still, we agree to 
differ, and we endeavour to do our business in a, 
proper manner, and I have never known of any· 
occasion when a knock has come to our door with· 
a mnndate to the chairman from any outside· 
body to do something or other. It is just as 
well that these facts should he made known to. 
the public. I notice that the Premier, and 
more than one Minister and ex-1finister, have gone 
about the country during the recess, and, taking 
ad vantage of public functions, ha,·e referred to 
the party who now sit in direct opposition 
as dreamer-3, n18n with visionary ideafl-, men who 
sit occasionally in convention and draft pnlitimd 
platforms which are absolutely incompatible 
with the public welfare of Queensland. Extra­
ordinary things have been said about our 

Mr. Maughan.] 
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platform and the !llanagement of the party. I 
should therefore hke to take this opportunity 
to refer t0 one or two imrJortant facts in con­
nection with this party's policy and with its 
progress during the last few y car~. I have said 
more than once, on vublic piatfornB, that there 
is no party in politics in Australia which can 
come before the people and ask for their 
suffrages unless that party enJ braces in its 
political creed numheTs of the planks in the 
Labour p"rty's platform, (Hear, hear!) 

1\Ir. ;}lAX WELL: ::\!any of those planks were 
in their ]•rograrnmes before the Labom party 
thought of them. 

::\Ir. MAL"GHAX: \Ye know that a brilliant 
man like Sir S2.muel Griffith, who was leader oi' 
the Liberal party in the eighties, included in 
Inanifestots over his sit;natnre ideas and reforms 
\Vhich were a long \Vay jn advance of hi.s thne. 
As a matter of f:cet, the Labour party never 
claimed that there was anything p.trticularly 
original in their platform. Xettrly everything in 
thr"ir platform bas been culled from the statute­
hoolu; of States other than our o\vn. 

::\Ir. Se~r:\Elt: They have no Labour party in 
New L::ealand. 

Mr. J\IATJGHA:>: That simply bears out my 
contention. If the eunventiou,, which s•udy ad­
vanced fonn:; uf legislation, see a desirable refonn 
they adopt it, no matter whether that reform 
comes from a Labour or a Liberal Government. 
So long as it is a reform, and is practicable, they 
adopt it. The objf!ct of the party is to bring 
Queensland up to date in regard to progressive 
legislation. There is nnt hing that is absolutely 
original in tl.e Labour pa1ty's rlatform, and 
there is nothing in it that cannot be brought 
within the realm of practical politics right 
away. Let lb go back to 1/l\13. \Vhat do we 
find this party doirg in that year? \Ve find that 
it at.lvocated strongly "one n1an one vote.~' 
Then it "as possible for one or two men to 
recorrl probably a d<,zen votes bPfore dinner 
tin1e in Brisbane, Ip:-;wich, Rockhan1pton, and 
other places in Queensland. All that sort of 
thing is wiped away now. Another thing the 
party advocated at that time was all parlia­
mentary elections on one day. Yuu \\'ill rf.rnem­
ber that in those days parliamentary elections 
were not all held on the same day, but 
extended over a fortnight or three weeks 
son1etirnes, and when an unpopular ~Iinister 
or 1nen1ber was defeated in (Jl18 electorate 
he sometin1es obtained a Beat for anoth~r con­
stituency. That also is now a thing of the past. 
Again, we advocated the State control of water 
conservation and irrigation. That important 
plank, which has been in our platform for many 
years, is finding realisation to a certain extent 
in some proposals which have bcPn made by the 
Premiet· and his po"rty. An eight-hour day is 
another plank in tbe Labocr piacform which has 
been derided and denounced by politicians who 
did not know any better, and yet we now find 
that Ministers have been compelled by sheer 
force of political circtunstance.s to introduce '1Il 
eight-hour day into Government departments 
throughout the State. This party also advocated 
the passing of a Factories and Shops Act, a 
:Machinery Act, the estab!ishment of a State 
Departn1ent of Labour, a revision of the 
railway tariff, and the exclusion of indented 
laLour ; also legislation to insure indmtrial 
peace. Thlany of those planks which were de­
nounced in 1893 are actually on the statute­
book to-day. Let ns coma now to 1898, and see 
what were the planks in the Labour platform at 
that time. One was "one adult one vote, or 
State enrolment of Yoters, provision to be made 
for all those perflons whose nccupations necessi· 

I i1f r. i1f aug han. 

tate a constant change of residence." Those 
principles are recognised to-day. Had they not 
been at the head of the Labour party's plat­
form, it is very likely that we should still have 
been following the old way that we used to follow 
n1any years ago, \Vhen elector.s did not kno\v 
where they were, and the Elections Act was 
practically a dead letter. Again, in the platform 
of 18()8 we find "Amended j\Iines Act, inspec­
tion of land boilers, minimum wage on all Go­
vernment contracts, weekly half-holiday, day 
labour on Gnvern1nent works, organisation of 
unen1ployed, progres~dve income tax, exmnption 
up to £200; mining on private property, measure 
to facilitate settlement, national storehouses, 
loans to sett.lers, S•ate audit of banks, etc., 
old"age pensions, repeal of Pulynesi<tn Labour 
Act, and exclusion of indented labour." How 
mane· ()f those planks are in active opera­
tion t.o-d«y? Practically every one of them, 
even the weeklv half-hoiiday, provision for which 
is made in the Factories and Shops Act. Then, 
later on, day labour un Governn1ent work~. \Ve 
know thera are clauses prO\·ided in Govern-

lnent contracts providing for a mini~ 
[4.30 p.m.J mum wage. The organiS<tion of the 

unemployed, although perhaps not as 
perfect a system as it might be, yet dof's some­
thing- to meet the trouble. \Ve know perfectly 
well that the public estate improvement fund, 
with "c·hicb the late ::\Iinister for Lands was 
::l,,.;;ociated, <.tlthough in ROllle instances it n1ight 
have been better, yet, speaking generally, that 
scheme was a very excellent one, and, RO far as 
my district is concerned-and I feel many other 
hon. members can speak likewise--it afforded a 
gn">t deal of relief to numbers of unem­
ployed. (Hear, hear!) Then mining on private 
property. \Ve have the ::\1inister for Lands 
CJrning down with a :\fining on Private Property 
Bill, and yet in those days-only a few y~ars 
ago-the Labour party were held up as nswn­
aries for sugge"lting ouch a thing ~ \V e also 
provided for" National storehouses." I would 
a;;k the hon. member for Cunningham what he 
would do without the socialistic wheat store­
houses situated in \Varwick and other parts of 
the Darling Downs? 

::\Ir. GRAYSON: It is good business for the 
farmers all right. 

::\Ir. :\fA UGHAN: Good business for the 
'farmers, and good business for the State. The 
hon. gentleman represents a large body of 
farmers, and they will take as much more 
socialism of "that sort as the House likes to give 
them. 

The SEcimTARY FOR J\1rxEs : That is State 
~~ocialism. 

:\Ir. ::\IAUGHAX: The hon. member said 
last ee<sion that he was a State sociahst.. 

The SECRET.tRY FOI\ :\liKES: Yes; he is a 
State socialist. 

:Hr. Bmnux : Your chief dees not believe in 
it. 

CI:Ir. iliA UG HA~ : When we c,m,e to 1901 we 
find the platform contained a \Vorkers' Com­
pensation Act, now the Jaw of the lan<l. The 
late member for Gympie, l\1r. :Fioher, now 
J"ederal Pr1me C\Iinister, the hon. member for 
Gympie, Mr. Ryland, and others, have all been 
a'sociated with that humane piece of legislation, 
and yet wekno.v, as practical men of the world, 
that, when it was vroposed to assist thB poor 
workers vvho were 111ai1ned a.nd injured, a good 
many of the employers were simply astonished, 
simply paralysed when it wa' proposed that 
workerR should be compensated for injuries 
receiYed, and yet it i" the law of the land to­
da.y, th,wks to the Labour party-"to the fore­
sight of the party in vroviding fur legislation of 
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that sort. 'l'hen in the same year we had a plank 
in the party's platform-" State assistance to 
gem-mining." I think it has become a live ques­
tion to-day, as the bun. merrtber for Clermout 
and the hon. member for Leichhardt will hear 
me out. The time nlu..;t cornn when tbose en­
gaged in gem-mining rnust be assisted, and they 
have every reasan to expect to be jui3t aR rnuch 
assisted in that particular enterptise as the 
farmers or any other class of our people. 

The SECHETARY POH MI:"ES: They have had a 
grant. 

:llr. HAI\IlACHE : A small one. 

:\1r. :\IAUGHAN: The :!'>Iinister for :\fines 
say,; they have alr·;~dy had a grant. That just 
confirms my statement. Although this may be 
a sn.1all thing, yet it simply confirn1s 1ny con­
tentton that anything thf-t has appeared in the 
Labour pm-ty\ platform is thoroughly practi­
cable, and certainly not Yisionrtry, as the Chief 
Secretary and his friends seem to' think. 'rhen 
we come to the 190ii platform. \Ve said there 
that no Asiatic, Polyne<ian, or African alien 
must hold land in freehold o1· leasehold. \Vhat 
do we find? His proposed to bring down a Bill 
very shortly dealing with that very plank, and 
yet we were told in those clays that it wa'l 
absolutely impractinhle, and likely to cause 
int0rnati,mal disputes bet\\een Queensland and 
Japan, or China, and some other places. 

l\1r. BOW)fA:" : It was the same old game; 
they opposed it all along. . 

:\Ir. MAUGHAX: \Ve prm·icled for State 
owner,bip and control of corrlmines; and we bad 
only the other day the Premier di"cnssing the 
idea of a i:-ltate coalmine. If that "hould become 
ctbe law it will be a great benefit to the Strtte. 
Only in the Coarier the other day was referenee 
made to the irllportance, as far as the Govern­
ment department was concerned, of the State 
{)ontrol of coalminec. I should like to say, with 
reg.1rd to the general principle of State control 
of indllstries of this character, that unless the 
Stalll secnred the very best of managers to 
manage these c:mcerns, they shoulrl keep clear 
of the bnsiness altogether. It will be a bad 
thinir, for instnnce, when the State buys out the 
coaln1ines, and gets some person to Inrtnage 
them--

:\Ir. H ARDAOHE: Probably imported. 

Mr. :\IAL'GHAN: Probably imported-one 
who will hear "11. A." after his name-and if. is 
discoverecl.1a~er on that the tnin8 has been badly 
managed. I sav it would be far better for th'e 
State to touch n;Jthing of that sort, unless it can 
·commanrl the very best uf management. Last 
year the Labour Convention met in Eockbamp­
ton. vVe hear a great deal about the Eockhamp­
~on policy of the Premier. The Labour party 
had a Rockharnpton policy as well, and we tind 
e;nbraced in that Hockhampton policy the aboli­
tiOn of the po,tal vote, and the Machinery Act 
-only certificated persons to t~ke charge of 
machinery. vVe had the principle of perpetual 
leases, so ably advocated for ye:us by the bon. 
member for I,eichbardt-tbat was also a plank 
1n our plad(1rn1. rrhe institution of a State 
Department of Labour was also an important 
plank, nnd one which I am very glad indeed 
to see is being operated upon at the present 
time. I s\vmld just like to say with rege.rd to 
thtJ Labour Department, that I believe it i' 
doing good work, and I also believe it could do 
better work. I believe our Labo,lr Department 
might be nL,de much more important and bene­
ficial than it is at the present time. No doubt 
me\ropolitan members will be more familiar 
with its methods of procedure than I am, but I 
can only HaY that in tb8 country districts the 
mganisation of the Labour Department is corn-

parati vely a dead letter. There is simply no 
business in it. As a matter of fact, members of 
Parliament living in country districts are prac­
tically labour agents in their own particular 
electorates. In my own electorate and Bun­
danba the Labour Department syste.m i' an 
absolute farce. As a matter of fact., there is no 
such department, and I think that in important 
centres like we have in the country the organi­
sation of the department should be every­
thing that is desired. I think I han proved, 
as far as the Labour part.y's platform is 
concemed during the years I have cited, 
that there have been many important r~­
forms which have sprung direcOy frnm those 
platforms-plalforms which have r•riginated at 
the Labour conventions so 1nnch deno11nced by 
the Chief S•cretary and others, -anrl that these 
varticnlar reformR arA by no means Yision?.ry or 
impmcticahle, but have proved absolutely useful 
l'e<tlities. (Hear. bear!) But, again, we find in 
the Speech from the Throne in l\larch last a few 
more planks from this much abused platform. 
\Ve find a \Vorkers' Compen--ation Act Amend­
ment Bill. vVe had then a promise made of an 
a111ending Bill dPaling with workers' cmnpen~a­
tion, and I trus" that that will be marle an 
urgent Jtmtter. The peopl<l in my own district 
-the coalrniners particularly~are nwHt a:1xious 
that the \Vorkers' Compensation Act should be 
amended wit,hout any unnecessary de!:ty. There 
Lave bef'n many serious cases cropping up of late 
d injuries to life and limb, and I hope this mea­
~ure will be tr~"ated with thB greates:t nrgency. 
Only a short amending Bill is required. The 
employees in the Railway Department can, 
however, take advantage of the Order-in-Coun~il 
pa"ed hy the GO\·ernrlr in Council, provir!ing- for 
the payment of compens•.tinn from the elate of in­
jury. Therefore, while I have SOllll' hundreds of 
rail way men in my electorate who <treprovided for, 
there are others-cualn1lners, sawmill workers, 
carters, and others working at various trades­
wh9 are not provided for at all. And what 
applies to my dii!trict al-o applies to ever-y district 
in Queenslanrl, and the time:: has come for imme­
diate action in this respect. In the S]'eech la,t 
year we also noticed a State Insurance Bill, 
which ie equally im]'ortant and equally urg-ent; 
also a J\Iining on Private Property Bill, and a 
Trarle Disputes Bill. 

Mr. Jmms: That Bill is a bit of a farce. 

Mr. i\IAUGHAN: Now, one rea,on given by 
the Chief Secretary for severing- his political 
connection with this party was that he point 
blank refused to be dominated by the Labour 
party any more. In other words, he most strongly 
objected to the Labour part~' suggesting or pro­
posing that planks of om platform shonld be 
introduced into his policy. Bnt what do we 
finrl' \Ve find four of five Bills promised in the 
Governor's Speech now before this House which 
ore planks of our ]Jiatform. \Vbo dominated the 
Premier in this way? The Labonr party have 
not been consulted ahont the inclusion of the 
planks of their platform in the Governor's 
Speech, and yet the Premier anrl the members of 
his party have introducerl them'"' part of their 
business. \\That dominating influence was there 
at work that caused the introduction of these 
Bills? 

:\h. HAI\n.HmE: Let us see \\'hat co'rJUr they 
are when they come in. 

:\1r. :\lAUGH AN: It seems ex'mordinary, 
if \Ye reflect for a 1nnment, that it was not ao long 
ago that the Chief Secretary stdd he was done 
with the Labour party-absolutely done with 
the Labour party-and yet a few weeks after­
warrls we s~=e him placing in the Govern or's 
Speeob, as part of the policy of the Government, 
a number of planks of t.be Lahour phtform. 

Mr. Maughan.] 
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Mr. ~IAXWELL: He oug-ht to have asked you 
about them. 

Mr. l\L'I.UGHAN : They are all coming. I 
have already enumerated instances this after­
noon where they are coming. There are, how­
ever, a few planks of our platfvrm which have 
not been realised yet, but we are still agitating 
for them, and we are in hopes that it will not be 
long before they are introducPd and carried into 
law. It is jt1st as well to enumerate "ome of 
them here. The first plank is ohe abolition of 
the Legislative Council, then thm·e are the 
establishment of public sugar refineries and 
smelting works, tax on publicly-created land 
values and absentees. 

::Yir. HAIU>ArRR: Hear, hear! 
Mr. GHAYHOX: ]t is a !and tax all the same. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Cheap :and and low rail-
way rates ; cet"sation of sale of public ~v~tate ~ 
local government reform. By that we mean local 
goveTmnent of the people, by the people, and for 
the people, and that can only be accomplished by 
having adult suffrage. 

Mr. Gn.HSON: \Vhat about the land tax? 

Mr. :\IA UG HA:X : That is a splendirl thing 
to gull the farmers with, bnt the intelligent 
farmers realise what the Labour pm-ty mean by 
a tax on publicly-created land values. 

Mr. GRAYSO:\': \Ve have got a land tax already. 
The SECRETARY FOR l\IINES : Hear, hear! 
Mr. MAUGHAl\: There are very few far-

mers in the hon. member's electorate who will be 
affected by the tax on land valnes as we propose. 

Mr. GRAYSON : l\Iany of them will. 

l\Ir. MAUGHAN: A good many of them in 
the hon. gentleman's electorate are not large 
farmero at all. 1'hey are only carrying on in a 
small way, and probably they will escape taxa­
tion altogether under this particular proposal. 

l\Ir. GnAY~OX: But you can lower the exemp­
tion at any time. 

Mr. ::\IAUGHAN: Then other items in the 
Labour platform are elective Ministries, taxa­
tion reform, public ownership of railways, public 
ownership of coalmines, and State manufacture 
and sale nf intoxicants. Just here I may state 
that I hope before long that some Government 
will be strong enough and determined enough to 
see that the liquor sold to the people of Queens­
land is a good deal better than it is at the pre­
sent time. 

HoNOC:RAllLE ME:IIBEHEl : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. l\IA UG HAK : So far as I am personally 
concerned, I do not care if there is not a pint of 
liquor sold in the whole St:<te ; but I am speak­
ing for the thousands of people who do take it, 
and I say that it is the duty of the Government 
to see that they are provided with the purest of 
liquor. \Vhile I do not desire to depreciate the 
good work done by Dr. Ham and his energetic 
officers of the Health Department-I admit that 
they ha1·e done splendid work-but there is a 
tremendous amount of work yet to be done in 
connection with the adulteration of liquor and 
food in Queensland to-day. (Hear, hear!) The 
Labour party considers that it is of sufficient 
importance to place in our fighting platform-­
" Pure food for the people." Another plank of 
the L:<bour platform is the establishment of a 
''Sinking fnnd to meet Jna,turi[]g loans. "l 

LAIJOC:R JYIEMBEHS : Hear, hear! 

Mr. :\IAUGHAN: Kow, this reform should 
appeal to all hon. members, irrespective of party. 
\Ve are told that the Labour party has no con­
structh-e ability at all, and that the Labour party 
know nothing at all about finance. I should like 
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to ask you, Mr. Speaker, What of all those great. 
finttnciers we have had in Queensland for the last 
fifty years? Ther.e does not appeo.r to have been 
the least attempt made on the part of those 
financiero tu cope with the question of having a 
sinking fund to meet our loans as they mature. 
\Vith all respect to the many men who have 
acted as State Trea~nrers in the past, I say that 
there i-1 not one of them who has faced the greatJ 
problem in the way that it should have been 
far·ed. This is not a visionary policy or the 
policy of a lot of dreamers, but it is a prac­
tical policy which we put before the people 
of Queensland, and which, I am sure, will be 
carried out in time. \Ve have had many planks 
of our platform paseed into law, and there were 
others rr.entioned in the Governor's Speech the 
other day, while we have members of the present 
Go1·ernment giving notice of Bills as part. of their 
policy which are really planks of the Labour 
platform. I trust that when these Bills become 
law that they will not have their good effects 
neutralised by barren administration, for good 
administration, as you know, l\Ir. Speaker, is 
everything. _:\ Governrnent n1ay pass a lot of 
splendid reforms, and yet it is possible for them 
to be killed by bad administration. I aloo desire 
to say something in connection with the almost 
unseemly attack which the Hon. the Chief Sec­
retary has made upon the ~Federal Labour party. 
From a politir·al J•nint of view he has a perfect 
right to do it. \Ve are not questioning that 
at all, but we are questioning his methods, his· 
tactics. \Ye que%ion the reason which he 
gives for waging war against the Federal Labour 
party. \Ve can quite understand from a party 
point of view that it would be to his discredit if 
be did not oppose the forces which are opposing 
him. It would at once suggest that he had not. 
the pluck to do it. As a matter of fact, I think· 
that most nf us are very pleased that he has 
waved his flag and declared war so early in the· 
fight. That will give him time for more organi­
sation; it will act as a great stimulus through­
out the State; his action will appeal to the men 
to organise and agitate, and it will enable them 
to close up the ranks and consolidate them as. 
has never been done before. According to the 
Premier, one of the reasons he gave as to, 
why he should wage war against the Federa.! 
Labour party was to preserve ''State right~." 
l\1ost hon. members are aware that I was an 
ardent Federalist in 1899-1900. The political 
position at that time brought about many strange 
combinations on the political platform when the 
federation referendum was being discussed. In 
fact, the hon. the Speaker and myself were ad­
dressing meetiuge <•n the same platform ; the later 
Hon. \V. H. Browne and the Hon. R. Philp. 
were associated on the same platform with the· 
late hou. member for Charters Towers, Mr. 
Dawson. In fact, we were all mixed up then. 
(Laughter.) At the same time, we were all 
agreed that fedEration would be a good thing for 
Queensland. One of the best articles I ever read 
in connection with Federal bllacie• appeared in 
the Brisbane Dailp Mail in 1906. There is no 
doubt that it was an ably written article, and it 
always 8truck me as being worthy of distribution 
throughout Queensland. There is one paragraph. 
that is really worth reading to hon. members .. 
The writer SaJ s-

Take the fuss made about the Braddon clause, for 
e11:ample. Almost ever~·ona supposes t,hat Queensland 
has not been returned her full three-fourths of Customs 
and excise revmnlf', as 1>rescribed hy the Constitution. 

That was written in 190(;, and it iY just as true· 
to-day. Hon. members know quite well that 
there are thousands of !J'"'ple in Qt!Eensland'. 
under the impression that the whole of the· 
re\·enues obtained by the Federal Government 
from Queensland taxpayers go to :Melbourne and: 
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·'top there. They are under the i~1pression that 
we get nothing lHck ; that the revemw recci ved 
from the tramferred services all remains in ::-.Iel­
bourne; and th;tt Queensland gets no benefit 
whatever from them. I remember you getting 
up in your place, Mr. Spb:tker, and making a 
very able speech on what you were pleased to. 
term ":B'ederal fallacies." You went into the 
matter thoroughly and showed that from 30th 
.Tune, 1901, to the 30th June, 1!J06, Queens­
land had on the whole been refunded more 
than her three-fourths of the revenue col­
lected; and you set forth the figures bearinl'( 
on the matter in such a w;ay aq to carry 
conviction as to their accuracy. You te,bled 
some very important figures which, if I had 
time, I should very much like to submit to 
hon. members now. The point I wish to make 
is that the "Federal fallacies" which existed 
in HJ06 exist to-clay; and it is onr duty to 
let the people of Queensland know exactly 
how we stand. I will refer to two tables 
which appeamd in Sir \Villiam Lyne's Budget 
Speech for this year. As to those people 
who think that Queensland hs.s receive·] nothing 
from the :B'ederal Treasury, I would remind 
them that since 1901 up to June, l!JOU, the 
amount Queensland wi11 have received will 
arnount to no less than £7,1G8,141i. That is the 
amount we have received back from the Federal 
Government. And, Sir, may I remind you that 
this enormous total represents far more than 
·Queensland's three-fourths to which this State 
wa·; entitled. Then there is the Federal ex­
penditure. As a matter of fact, in addition 
to the enormous amount I have jnet stated, the 
total money expended by the Commonwealth in 
Queensland since 1901 runs very nearly to 
£5,000,000. A good many people are under the 
impression that no Commonwealth money is 
spent here-that the Federal Government rakes 
in the shekels from the queenoland people and 
spends them all in :Melbourne. I am sorry to 
have to admit that ignorance does exist to that 
extent, but it is a fact all the same, and it is our 
duty to show the people of Queensland that we 
are getting a fair deal in connection \Vith our 
great "Federal sen-ices. According to Sir \Vil­
liam Lyne, the total amount expended in Queens­
land by the Federal Government has been as 
follows:-

Year. 
1901-2 
1902-3 
1903-4 
190~-5 
19')5-ti 
1906-7 
1907-B 

Amount. 
£64'' 000 

Gj2:ooo 
656,000 
H';""5,000 
69l,OOO 
768,000 
904,000 

·or a total of nearly £5,000,000 sterling. 
An HoNOURABLE ::\IEMBER : And there is the 

sugar bounty. 

Mr. MA UG HAN : I am glad that the hon. 
member reminded me of that. I find that the 
amount of bount'' received from the :Federal 
Treasurer by the. sugar-growers of Queensland 
was as follows :-

Year. 
1902. 
1903 ... 
1904 .. 
1901). 
1906 
1907 ... 
1908 [Estimate] 

Tons of Sugar. 
105,000 
222,000 
378,000 
502,000 

.. I,IH5,000 
1,4.53,000 
1,370,000 

Bounty. 
£24,000 

50,070 
85,000 

111,0 0 
28:5,000 
499,000 
470,000 

or a total of nearly £1,524,000. I therefore 
submit that an enormous sum of money is 

coming back to the State. These 
L5 p.m.] are figures which should particu­

larly appeal to the hfm. members 
for l\!Iackay, and other hon. members interested 
m the welfare of the sugar-growers. As a 

matter of fact, my humble opinion is this. about 
the whole business summed up : If Queensland 
is suffering in any \vay frmn any di~abilities as a 
result of federation, and I do not admit that she 
is, then it is the fault of th<mG statesmen at the 
head of affaira in years gone by who failed to 
s~e that Queensland was represented at the 
various conference'"· (Hear, hear!) There is 
no doubt about it. \Ve remember--those who 
took any interest in federation year:::; ago-that 
there wa., almost criminal neglect on the part of 
those in :1Uthority with regard to Federal matters. 
Convention after convention went by, and eYery 
other State in the Commonwealth-even little 
Tasmania-was represented, but not Queensland, 
and if we are suffering from any financial dislo­
cation at all, all I c:m say is that our bu~iness men 
in politics in the past should ha V8 been alert 
and sufficiently wide awake to have dealt with 
this matter. Reference is made in the Speech 
to the importance of railway construction; and 
I think, irrespective of party, every hon. mem­
ber knows quite well li_hat a great territ.ory like 
Queensland- larger than Fmnce and Germany 
and two or three subsidiary states in Europe 
together-can only be proiJerly developed by 
the aid of the "iron horse" and steel rails. 
The great trouble is where beet to construcb 
those railways which "'ill have due regard to 
the best conditions, and to see that those locali­
ties best adapted get them. In connection 
with the railway question generally, it is one 
that many of us feel very interested in ; one 
cannot help thinking when it is proposed to 
deviate from the settled policy of railway con­
struction by the State-when it is proposed to 
build onr railways by syndice,te methods-one 
cannot help but go back a few years ago when it 
was proposed to construct the great trunk lines 
of Queensland on the land-grant system. 

Mr. KEOGH: If that bad been done at the 
time it would have been far better for the 
country. 

:Yir. i\IAUGHAN: The opinion of many 
people is that it would not have been a good 
thing for Queensland, and probably I shall be 
able to prove this contention. Take, for in­
stance, two or three of the land-grant schemes. 
The Charleville to Cunnamulla Railway, a length 
of line of 125 miles. It was proposed, under 
the land-grant system, to grant something like 
10,000,000 acres of land 1 o the syndicate in 
alternate blocks on either oide. 

:\Ir. Bow>IAN : Some of the best lands on the 
\Varrego. 

Mr. :MAUGHAN: Yes, some of the best 
lands on the \Varrego. Let me remind the House 
that that line was not built on the land-grant 
system. The hon. member for Rosewood says it 
is a great pity it was not. 

::\Ir. KEOGH : There would have been a huger 
population there. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I say it is a very good 
thing for the national exchequer it was not built 
under the land-grant system. \Ve find that that 
railway, which was built by the State, is one of 
the best paying lines in Quermland to-day-that 
is, if you take the figures submitted in the report 
of the Commissioner for Railways. If that line 
had been built by a syndicate, it would very 
probably be owned by some private individuals 
living in Berlin or Paris or London. Now it 
belongs to Queensland, and the revenue derived 
from that line is assisting the Treasurer to make 
ends meet. 

JI..Ir. KEOGH: You would have had a larger 
population. 

:Yir. MA UG HAN: That is open to question. 
We might, indeed, have had a coloured popu­
lation. Take another railway it was proposed 

Mr. Maughan.J 
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to hand over to a syndicate-from \Vinton to 
Hnghenden, 130 milPs. J t was proposed to hand 
over to the syndicate for the right of building 
this 130 miles of railway an area of country in­
volving 10,400,000 acres, and yet that line was 
built years later by the State. It is the property 
of the :State tn-day, and the remarks I applied 
to the Charleville-Ounn:unu!la extension also 
apply to this line. 1f it is not already, it is 
bound to be one of the beot paying lines in the 
State. Take the Hughenden to Richmond and 
Cloncurry Eailway-415 mil,-c, of line. It was 
proposed to give the syndicate, conditional on 
building that line, no less an area than 33,200,000 
acres of country. Yet what is the position? \\"e 
find that line to-day is thA property of the State. 

lYlr. LE~I:s"A : The land, too. 
Mr. MAL:GHAX: The Crown land also 

belongs to the people. 
Mr. HAHDACHE : And we have the betterment 

principle in force. 

l\Ir. MAUGHAN: We are getting from that 
splendid railway a vast rec-enue which helps us 
to pay interest on our public debt. 

1\Ir. LESI:\'A : And it relieves taxation. 

l\Ir. :'\IAUGHA:t\: As the hon. memb8r 
points out, it relieve~ taxation, and thus it is a 
practical businesR transaction. Then take tbe 
Degilbo to Gayndah line. It was actually pro­
posed to hand over all that beautiful country b 
a syndicate. It was proposed that along that 
40 miles uf railway the syndicate were to hal-e 
1,600,000 acres in alternate blocks. I ask any 
hon. member whether it was not a splendid 
thing on the part of those who oppo"ed syndi­
dicate raih1ays in those days to prevent these 
vast areas falling in to the hands of syndica tee<? 
And I say their action is absolutely justified by 
facts to-day. The fact is the syndicates were 
not allowed to build those railways, and ae a 
result the puhlic tre>sury is benefiting, and-as 
stated by way of interjection-taxation has been 
sa1·ed to the general taxpayer. Therefore, it is 
only to be expected that the Labour party, 
realising the importance of building lines by the 
State-it is only to be expected that they will 
offer, and will continue to offer, the most 
strenuous opposition to any proposal which will 
deviate in one hair's breadth from what we 
regard as the settled policy of the country-that 
is, the State to construct and own its o,",n rail­
ways. I should like also to refer to certain 
railway proposals in my own district. The time 
has eume when the claims of \Vest Moreton 
which has heen aptly described as "the garde~ 
of Queensland," should be considered. As hon. 
members on both sides of the House know 
it is the oldestsettled district in Queensland: 
The first railway was opened from Ipswich to 
GrandcheRter in 1N(iii. That was forty-four 
ye:us ago. Then two years later, in 18G7, the 
wise men of the day continued the line from 
Grandchester to 'foowoomba. Then there was 
not a sleeper laid down, or a steel rail laid on a 
sleeper, in the \\'est l\Ioreton district for nearly 
twenty years. After a lapse of nearly twenty 
years the claims ot that magnificent district 
were recognised to a degree by the Government 
of the day running n line from Ipswich towards 
Fassifern. 

The Hml!l ::lEcm:TAHY : Did I understand you 
to say that there was no line opened for twenty 
years from 1SfJ7? There was a line open to 
Rarris vi !le early in 1882. 

1\Ir. l\IAUGHAl'\: Well that is a lapse of 
nearly twenty years. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : No ; fifteen years. 

Mr. :\IAUGHAN: That is so. Then came" 
lapse of another fi l'e years, and in 1887 -or 
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twent~·-two years ago-the line was extended 
11) miles to Dugandan. Anybody who knows 
that magni6cent district knows perfectly well 
that it is no use any Government trying to keep 
it back, because it will not be kept back. It 
stands as its own advertisement, as the Home 
Secretary knows. He knows that the Fassifern 
district is one which should compel any up-to­
date Government to give it milways. The time 
is not far dist<tnt when some of the large estate' 
in that district may be brought under the Agri­
cultural Lands Purchase Act, and when, instead 
of having large cattle runs as now, we may have 
them cut up and<!~:onverted into emiling gardens. 
In 1884, the railway from Ipewich to Lowood 
was constructed-that is about 19miles in length. 

The HmrE SECRETAHY: That rather upsets 
your previous statement that it was twenty yearz 
from 1tiG7 before another line was built. 

Mr. MAUGHA:::\: Yes; I admit lt ohould 
have been fifteen years. 

Mr. KgOGH : The Lowood line was also built 
in the wrong position. 

Mr. l\IAUGHAI\: Two years later that line 
was extended to Esk-22 miles. Then there was a 
lapse of seventeen or eighteen years before an 
extension was made from Esk. And here is a 
point I de,,ire to make in connection with this 
line. Of course, I know quite well that the 
present Administration cannot be blamed for 
thic1; but about eighteen years ago the then 
authorities of the Lands Department opened up 
a 1·er:~· fine tract of land called the Blackbutt, 
which w•s taken up by a lot uf sturdy pioneers, 
under the impression that they would have a 
railway built to that country. Open promises 
were made to them, and it was only reasonable 
to assume that those promise" would be realised. 

The SECRETAlll' FOR RAILWAYS: The line is 
being built to Blackbutt now. 

::\1r. l\IAl!GHAN: That is so, bnt it i• only 
recently that those promises have heen realised. 
I cannot understand how the line was not 
constructed years ago. J<'rom the point of view 
of the Railway Department alone, I cannot 
understand the delay. 1\Ir. Thallon said years 
ago that he would like to ha Ye the line built., if 
only for revenue purpo•es. It is a goldmine, 
from the railway point <•f ,·iew; and yet we find 
that it is only now that it is being built. 

The SECRETAHY FOH RA!L\YAYS : Some gold­
mines are not payable, you know. 

Mr. MAUGHAX: Well, there is no doubt 
about the Black butt line being payable. There 
is not a line in \Vest Moreton that is not a gold­
mine. Practically speaking, every line in \Vest 
1\Ioreton is paying handsomely. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: Let us hopP 
it will go 4 oz. to lhe ton. 

The Ho~JE SECRETARY : Do not forget that 
the Harrlsville line did not pay for years. 

Mr. l\IAUGHAl'\: I am quite aware of that. 
Another point in connectiun wit.h this matter is 
that I trust that, when any rail ways are sub­
mitted to this House, and money is voted for 
those railways, that n;oney will not be diverted 
to other lines. That sort of thing is politically 
dishonourable, and, although it has not been 
done for years, still we know it has been done in 
the past. \Ve know that 'Vest l\Ioreton and 
parts of the Darling Downs have been amongst 
the biggest sufferers in that direction. 

1\Ir. GRAYSO:s-: Hear, hear! 

l\fr. 1\IAl:GHAN: We know that in 188-! the 
Gm·ernment of the day brought down a proposal 
to conbtruct a railway from the n1aill Bri~bane~ 
Toowoomba railway 'to Laidley Oteek. No less 
than £30,000 was 1·oted on account of that line, 
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and from that day tu this not a single fraction 
of that money ha>< been 8pent on that particular 
railway. 

l'IIr. KEOGH: From Esk to Nanango, tro. 

]\Jr. 2\IAUGHAN: Yet the Lockyer is one of 
the finest districtA in Queensland. All the 
country round Laidley, Forest Hill, and Gatton 
is developing at a tremendous rate. E\·en the 
hon. member for Cunningham must admit that 
it is developing at a rate almost equal to tht> 
development which is taking place in his own 
district. 

Mr. GRAYSON: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MArGHAK: The time has come when 
that part of \V est Mureton should be considered 
in connection with rail way construction. It 
would be a good business proposition and it 
would pay well to develop the country this side 
of Tarampa, lYiarburg, Kirchheim, and Lowood. 
It can all be developed by means of rail way 
communic>Ltion. To enlarge on the reference I 
made just now to the appropriation of money 
voted by Parliament for a specific purpose to 
some other purpose: In that same year, 1884, 
no le so than £r,oo, 000 was voted in all seriousne.ss 
for a railway from Ipswich to \Varwick-the 
rir( 1'Ccta-and where is that rroney now, and 
where is that railway now'! I think the time 
has come when the 1•id recta should become an 
actual realitv. The time has come when the 
country bet\veen Ipswich and Warwick should 
be opened up by railway communication. 
The Home Secretary knows that country as 
well as any man in thiH House, and he !mows 
quite well-especially in view of the fact that the 
Maryvale country will soon be cut up and con­
nected with \Varwick by rail-that that is a gap 
in our rail way system that really will require 
to be bridged over before very long. {Hear, hear!) 
I trust that when the railway proposals are 
thoroughly gone into by the Cabinet this matter 
and others that I have referreJ to will be given 
every con.sideration. A few moments ago I 
alluded to the question of railway freights, and 
the hon. member for Cunningham pricked his 
ears, and seemed entertained with the very idea 
that there was anything going to be done with 
regard to a reduction of railway freights. This 
is altogether too big a question to do anything 
more than casually refer to it on the Address in 
Reply. The revenue received by the Rail way 
Department for the carriage of farmers' produce 
during the last five years amounted to no less a 
sum than £703,000, and the a Ye rage rates of 
freight per ton charged was no les,; than Gs. Gd. 
The revenue from log and sawn timber got by 
timber-getters last year amounted to no less than 
£131,000. Are our raihntys becoming an engine 
of oppression, or what? J t seems to me that the 
Railway Department is a department that needs 
thoroughly inquiring into. Seeing that the 
gross earnings of the railways last year amounted 
to £121,000 more than in the year 1\JO(i-1, and to 
£405,000 more than in the year 1905-6, I am in­
clined to think that the time has arrived when 
the Government of the day should take into con­
sideration the important que.stion of reducing, 
not only the freighte, but also fares. (Hear, 
hear !) I do not think there are many members 
of this House who would reg.ard it a.s sound ad­
ministration in connection with our Railway De· 
partment, to make it a machine to extract the 
last shilling from the producers of Queensland. 
If I had the time I could give a good many in­
stances showing thA enormous rates charged for 
freight. I might quote the high freight rates 
paid by sugar-growers. I might refer to that 
£B5,000 a year wrung out of the coal industry 
in the Ipswich and Bundamba districts. 

Mr. J\IAX\\'ELL : Poor fellows ! 

Mr. ~IArGHAK: If the hon. member knew 
anything about the subject, he would l<now that 
we can make our railways a heavy burden upon 
the people, instead of something to assist them 
in the prosecution of their several industries. I 
have always thought that our Railway Depart­
ment and our Lrmds Department should run side 
by side, the one helping the other. 

The HmiE SEcllETARY: Hear, hear! 

l\lr. l\IAL:GHAK: I am glad to hear the 
Home Secretary say "Hear, hear" to that. 
From the knowledge that I possess, from what I 
have seen and read, and from what I have hearcl 
from the hon. member for Cunningham and 
others, I have come to the c"nclusion that the 
whole systern of our railway nchninistratinn, not 
only in connection ni'h wr:~~·t:-, h~:t Hl~~~ i·1 cnn­
uecLtion with fares and freight~, and tht:! er_JI1~truc~ 
tion of rolling-stock, coal contracts, etc., should 
be reviewed. And I trust that before the Act of 
of 1898 is amended next year, this matter will 
be given the consideration it deserves. 

The SECRETAI\Y FOH PCDLIC \VoRKS: You do 
not include the Ipswich \\·orks in yonr condem­
nation, do you ? 

Mr. l\IA\JGHAN: l\Iost certainly. I have 
no desire to refer· to that matter particular!?. 
I shall probably have other opportunities of 
dealing with the administration of the Locomo­
tive Department. If hon. mE'mbers only knew 
of the gross mismanagement in the Locomotive 
Department in Queensland, they would not be 
long in instituting an inquiry into the whole 
business. lt is absolutely maladministered, and 
I cannot understanr! how it is that any 2\linister 
who has been l"ng associated with that depart­
ment cannot see that it is of great importance to 
the State that that particulard9partment should 
have a thorough overhaul. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: Can you point to 
any particular instance of gross mismanage­
Inent? 

l\Ir. lYL\.rGHA:;'\1': 3ross mismanagement; 
yes. 

The Hmn: SECHETARY : Then why don't you 
come along with a motion on the subject? 

l\lr. 1\IAFGHA::'\: What I have said in this 
House, I have said in the country, anrl what I 
have said has been said by many members of my 
own party. But this is not a party que"tion at 
all; it is a question for the House to deal with. 
The Home Secretary asks why do not I do this, 
that, and the other? The hem. gentleman knows 
quite well that of late years there has heen 
practically no discussion on the Rail way :Esti­
mates. Hon. members have not had an oppor· 
tunity of discussing those Estimates. 

The HmiE SECRETAI\Y : I did not say, "\Vhy 
did you not do this, tb:tt, and the other," I said 
that if you regarded the matter as so important 
it ought to be made the subject of a definite 
motion submitted to this Chamber. 

Mr. J\IAUGHA:N: The hon. gentlennn is 
r1uite right. But what I want to know is, \Vhy 
should it be necessary for me, or any other mem­
ber, to come to this House and discuss a matter 
of this sort at all? \Yhat do we pay a Minister 
£1,000 a year for if he cannot administer his own 
department--if he is a ruere cypher there'? 1 t 
appears to me that it is becoming a second 
edition of the state of affairs which was depicted 
by Henry Georg-e in his "Social Problems" 
years ago, when he said that if the State, mean­
ing the United States of America, did not 
manage the railway managers, the railway 
1nanagers would manage the State. 

Mr. lYIAXWELL: \Vhat about the Ipswich rail­
way workshops? 

Mr. Maughan.] 
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::VIr. :iYL\ UGHAN: I would remind the hon. 
member that although the State railway work­
~hops happen to be in my electorate, they are not 
Ipswich workshops. They belong to the nation. 
There are men working there from o1ll pttrts of 
Queensland-from Rockhampton, ~Iaryborough, 
Brisbane, Fortitude Valley, and other places. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC \\'ORKS: And 
good men, too. 

:.\Ir. M.\ UG HA)[ : And good rnen, too; but 
a8 a result uf n1isn1anagernent 've find that gnod 
men get broken-hearted and walk out. Good 
men are going from there. Only the other day 
an invaluable man-a man who8e labour was, I 
suppose, worth £2,000 to the State-who was in 
charge of a blast furr;ace, and who did work 
which required almnst the strength of a lion to 
do-a man of splendid physique, and a very able 
man by virtue of the knowledge he possessed of 
his trade-left the department. For years that 
man tried to get an increase of a miserable, 
paltry ls. a day, but could not get it. A pri,ate 
firm came along, recognised his V:J.lue, and he is 
now working foe them at an advance of 2o. a 
day on what be was paid by the Railway Depart· 
rnent. 

The SECRETARY POR RAJLW.\YS : \Vhen was 
that? 

Mr. l\IA UG RAN : Last year. A young man 
came to me last year and pointed out that it was 
very little good young men serving their time in 
the railw"·Y workshops, hecau~e when they were 
out of th6ir tirno, aftpr serving six years, they 
did not get tradesmen's wages. They only got 
7s. a day for the firsc year, and the Rail way 
lJepwtment is really doing all this to neutralise 
the union movement. The Railway Department 
has got a bad name all over the States in that 
rPspect. There are boileramakers' societies, 
blacksmith,' societies, and amalgamated en­
gineers' associations throughout Australia who 
look upon the railway workshops at Ipswich as 
one of the biggest sweating shops in Australia. 

Mr. KERH: Boiler-makers are getting union 
wages. 

l\Tr. J\.IAUGHAN: Boiler-makers may be 
getting it now, but if they are getting it now it 
is news to me. 

The SECHETARY POH RAILWAYS: The hon. 
member knows that there is an increose for all 
the mechanics on the Estimates-that will be 
from the 1st of .T uly. 

The SECRETARY FOH :YIINES : Hear, hear! 
Mr. 1IA UG HAN: It is all V8ry well to say 

"Hear, hear," hut if the hon. gentleman went up 
to Ipswich and convened a meeting 

[5.30 p.m. J of those men he referred to, that 
meeting would not be in progress five 

minutes bef<•re the men could present him with 
m!>ny just grievances under which they are 
suffering. It is all very fine to say they are 
getting the union rate of wage'. I am not 
aware they are getting the union rate of wages. 

The SECRET.H<Y FOR RAILWAYS: Lgt the 
Rail way ];stim,.tes be passed, and t"hen they 
will get those increases. 

l\Ir. 11A UG RAN : There are many men in 
the railway workRhops at the present time who 
have been promised redress for their grievances 
years ago, and they have never got them to the 
present clay, one! they- take all the promises 
:Yiinisters come down to the House with with a 
grain of salt. 

Mr. KERR : There are several men there who 
oug·ht not to be there. 

:vir. MAUGHAN: That is so. I presume 
the hon. gentleman means the heads of depart­
ments? 

Mr. K~~RR : No, I am not referring to them. 

[Mr.Maughan. 

1fr. :MA UG HAN : I am. I h<1ve no desire 
to go into detail> at present. At the same time, 
I c<1n assure the Government that I shall be only 
too happy to moYA fur "' Royal Commission to 
inquire into this department. 

:Yir. BmniAl!: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. J\IAUGHAJ'\: The time has come forthis 
House to·. ery seriously considar the importance of 
appointing some court of i·eviewto inquire into the 
management of the department. Fur some years 
I have had the pleasure and the honour to serve 
under Mr. Tballon, and, so far as I was person­
ally concerned, I had the be.>t time it was pos­
sible for any man to havP. I have no per,onal 
grievance against the Commissioner-far from it. 
I say here that almost every case that I have 
brought under :.\Ir. Thallon's personal notice has 
been favourably considered. I do not remember 
going to him, or to the Minister, with unreason­
able grievances; but I cannot say the same of 
some officers who work under him, and particu­
larly thA Locomotive Engineer. As the late 
leader of the Oppogition (Ylr. Philp) sccid here, 
he is a man who is not fit for his work. 

Mr. KERB: You ought not to attack him; he 
is an old man, and has rendered g<>od service. 

::\Ir. MAUGHA)[: \Ve are hero >Ls public 
men, and must do our duty. It is no pleasure 
to me to attack any public servant, but. we have 
sometimes to say things that are not ple.tsant­
indeed, we are forced into saying them. 

The Hmm SECRETAl<Y : Y on should not say it 
in a c1.sual way like this. It ought to be clone 
under cover ilf a formal motion. 

:VIr. KErm: He has given good service to the 
State. 

::Yir. MAl~GHAX: I can only say that it is 
not the experience of the employees of the 
department working under him. \Ve are 
promised a L niversity. X ext year we are told 
that we are going to signalise the jubilee of 
Queensland by the founding of a University. I 
do not know any hon. member who rs 
against the principle of a University. I speak 
now as a memlwr of the foundation committee 
e>f the present University Extension .Movement. 
Personally, I would he very pleased to see a 
University established in Queensland, but I 
think it is just as well to pause before we go too 
far in this direction. I notice that the Premier, 
in a Cotwier interview the other day, expressed 
himFelf li.S follows :-

Spoken to last evening on the subject, the Premier 
said that he bad received a letter f'rom the Fniversity 
Extension regarding the position, and that he had 
stated it was CJUite impossible to deal with the subject 
this session. "I said, however." :\fr. Kidston con­
tinued, .. that I hoped to distin~nish the jubilee year 
by inaugurating a Queensland t-:-niversity." 

As a matter of fact, it is just as well to acquaint 
the House with the position that we, as "' party, 
take up in regard to this mo.tter. I have already 
stated that, while the Premier has a Rockhamp­
ton policy, we have a Rockhampton policy also. 
Our policy in regard to education is this: Secular 
education ; elementary, compulsory ; higher 
education, optional; both absolutely free. The 
University to he free to all qualified by examina· 
tion. 

Mr. LESil!A : \Ve go a little further than that 
-a training cullege for teachers. 

1Ir. HARDACRE : Our Roc:khampton policy 
means their Rockhampton policy. 

Mr. MAliGHAN: I am glad the hon. mem­
ber tor Clermont reminds me about that. I do 
not know any hon. member on this side of the 
House who does net approve of a University. 
But I think there is a good deal to be done he fore 
we think about a University. I think that our 
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present system of primary education should be 
vastly improved. I think thtJ time has come 
when we should have a system by which there 
should he free education from the primary school 
to the LTniversity, when it is established, through 
all grade~. (Hear, hear!) It is admitted already, 
I think, by even hon. members on the Gcvern­
ment side of the House, that the time has come 
when the State should have mure direct ouper­
vision over the Grammar schools of the State. 
\Ve have been agitating for a teaching college 
fur many years. Every teacher in Queensland 
is in favour of it, and it would not matter 
whether teacherc; were in favour of it or not, it 
is a highly desin1b!e institution to have in 
t,\ueensland. I have no desire to speak in tones 
of depreciation of our teacber·s; as a matter of 
fact, I think it is a very fortunate thing 
for Qneensland, considering that there is no 
training cellege, that we have such au ex~ 
collent staff of tea.::hers as we have. But 
had it not been for their close application and 
studious habits, it is very likely that we should 
not have anything like the excellent staff that 
we now possess. In visiting the South recently 
I was very much impwssed-as I have no doubt 
hon. members on both sides of the House 
were-with the tremendous impetus that has 
been g-iven to educa'ional matters in Australia, 
with the exception of queenslanct.• \Ve are a 
long way behind. In South Amtralia, New 
South "\Vales, and Victoria they have all training 
colleges. Certainly, they have all got their 
Univer•ity. But a teachers' training- college is a 
very important institution, 1tnd having regard to 
the great importance of educatiou, especially the 
education which gives a child of tender years its 
first knowledge, it is highly important that we 
should have the very best intellects it is possible 
to get hold of to teach the children while they 
are young. I think th,tt no time should be lost 
in instituting a training college for teachera. It 
is a matter which the late member for Brisbane 
South, !VIr. Reinbold, was very strong upon, and 
he <tbly ad vacated the proposition when it was 
placed before the House while he was here. 
It is a matter which has been brought before the 
Teachers' Conference for years. The teachers' 
unions and teachers' conferences have discussed 
this matter, and passed resolutions and presented 
these resolutions to the Minister. 'Vhere are all 
these resolutions to-day? And yet we talk about 
establishing a University with all its expensive 
appendages. I think that before we do any­
thing in that particular drrection we should get 
our State Education Department into thorough 
working order. With regard to this matter, I 
should jnst like to say that I noticed by to-day's 
newspapers it is proposed to till the vacancy 
which will be caused very soon by the retire­
ment of !VIr. Ewart, Director of Education, by 
an outsider, by somebody who has evidently not 
had any scholastic connection with Queensland. 
The essential qualification is that he must be a 
.Master of ArtB of some Lniversity. 

Mr. Bowli!AN : \Vhat about our senior in­
spector? 

1\Ir. l\IAUGHAN: It was only a few months 
ago that we wanterl a Government Printer, and 
we had to send to Sydney for one. He may be 
.a most excellent man for the positi0<1-I am 
not saying tbat he is not. 

Mr. AmEY: He is a good man. 

Mr. IvlALJGHAN: But I think that that 
important officeeould ha,·e been filled in Queens­
land by a Queenslander. Now we want a 
Director of Education, and he must be a Master 
of Arts, and an outsider. 

Mr. HARD ACRE : 'V e h we plenty of inspectors 
here who are quite competent to take np this 
position. 

1968-v 

Mr. MAUGHAN: Yes; we have amongst 
our district inspecturs many able men. (Hear, 
hear') 

~\:Ir. AmEY: '.rhey are r]uite competent to fill 
any position. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: And they arc quite "'nn­
petent to take up this position. And if they 
were not competent to take up this ]'osition they 
would not be colnpetPnt to act :ts ins[1Bctors in 
our State schools. \V!wt the idea is of going 
outside the service to secure the services of a 
Master of Arts is best known to the Go·,·ern­
ment. l\ut I can only say-an•! I say it with 
due rRspect to those who have been through a 
Univeroity cour.se, and it may be the experience 
of other members of this House-that th6 very 
fact of a man being able to affix "M. A." to 
his name does not always imply that he is the 
best man for the position. A University degree 
is not always a guarantee the holder of it is 
absolutely efficient. It is not a guarantee that 
that appointed individual may be an able 
administrator. He may be a specialist in some 
particular department of science or arts, but it 
does not say that he will be a great adminis­
trator, and be able to manage a great dc·partment 
like the PuLlic Instruction Department of 
Queensland. 

.Mr. HAHDACin;: And haviu,.; no experience of 
Queensland. 

::'1-Ir. ::JL-\. UG HAX : That fact does not alto­
gAther weigh with me. The fact that weighs 
with me most of all is that we h"ve men in the 
service-and it applies to all branches of the 
service as well as the Education Department­
that '·' e have men in the Education Department 
who have graduated through the various courses 
and grades, and who are admitted hy all to very 
ably fulfil all the duties they are called upon to 
per.form. I am sure that men like :Ylr. Shirley, 
Mr. Kennedy, and Mr. Gripp, and other inspec­
tors whose names I cannot recollect at the 
present moment, who have been here for years 
should-and might with justice expect it when 
the proper time arrives-reach the blue riband 
of the service. I enter my protest against 
this everlasting importation of outsiders to 
occupy important positions in the Queensland 
Government service. I noticed a paragraph in 
to-day's Courim· bemoaning the fact that we 
have not sufficient engineers in Queensland to 
supervise our rail way construction. Is it any 
wonder, }Ir. Speaker ? I do not wonder atJ 
Government olticers losing· interest in their work 
when they are treated in the way they are. 

The SECHJCTATIY FOR RAILWAYS : The extm 
number of engineers are wanted because of the 
number of rail ways that a.re being constructed. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: I can speak with experi­
ence of this matter when I say that our drafts­
men and engineers are receiving a miserable 
pittn,nce in the way of salary. I have known 
many of them to be in fref[Uent communication 
with the outside world to get po.~i tions. \l'hese 
are men I nsed to work with not many years 
ago, and they are now employed in the north 
and south of Africa, in the M • .Iay Archipelago, 
working on the China rail ways, and everywhere 
else where liberal salaries attract them . 

MF. LESil>A : 'Ve are bringing in labourers 
and driving out our engineers. 

Mr. MAUGHAN: \Vhen we are considering 
the appointment of these officers or members of 
any particular profession, we should not only 
endeavour to get good men, hut &lso endeavour 
to keep them. \Ve are driving many of our 
officers and professional men out of the State, 
when we should be doing our level best to keep 
them here, and train others to take their places. 

Mr.Maughan~ 
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There is tremendous competition throughout the 
Rtates for g-ood men. In the Ilrisuane dailv 
Press we find the Government of Yictoria adve~­
tlslng' for H:hool inspector8, and look at the 
salaries that they are offering them ~ They are 
~reater Lhan any of the salaries which onr school 
mspectors get. I would not be surprised at all 
to see that our school inspectors, as a result of 
t~~ treatment meted out to thmn by the antho­
ntw• m regard to th<" appointment of an 
Inspector-General of Erlncation-I woulrl not be 
surprised to hear of Kome of them le:wing- the 
State altogether and seeking employment else­
where. 

A LABOl:H 1\lE~IBEH: t\mall blame to them. 

Mr. MAuGHA::\': I should like to see a 
teachers' training college established before \\·e 
establish a University, and I would like to see 
the principle of the Agricultural College at Gatton 
e20tended to other centres in Queenslanc1. Anyone 
who knows anything at all about the G~ttou 
f'..gr_lCultural College· knows that it is an excellent 
1nst1tuttun. Let tne give the House sorrle idea 
of what it i" doing·. I aot a return from the 
Principal of that college :ome time an-o and hP 
told me that in reS]>Onse to a circular l;tt~r which 
he had sent ant to former etudents aeking them 
hnw they wer•· getting on, that out of 12f:; circn­
lars sent out. 115 replied, and it was found that 
~1inety-t:'igh~ of t~e BJ..-~tudents were engaged 
m connc>ctwn w1th land. That shows the 
great importance of an institution like that and 
the necessity for extending its usefulnec<s to ~ther 
parts of (lueensland. It was discovered that 
eightr-.six of the ex-students are now enaaO'ed in 
cul~hating land, Tiye a:e mauagerA of d~irY fac­
tories, two are datry lllRpectors, and fin:- have 
graduated as agricultural chemists. Of this 
number, Rixty-thrPe gave particulars showino­
tha_t they occnpieoland coverir,g i5i'i,!l43 acres, of 
whiCh nearly o,OOO acres were under cnltivation­
They n.lso owned 831 horses, :1,810 cattle, 8,300 
sheep, fJ~!l_ p1gs, and nearly 4,000 poultry. I 
~nen_tJOJ~ th1s to show that_ these boys came to the 
tnst1!.ution as raw recruits, and probably knew 
nothmg at all about the land in any s"hape or 
form, and after a ye_ar or two at the college they 
bec.une pract~eally mdependent men. They are 
n1en who would have had to go hunting arOnnLl 
looking for vacancies in the railway or police 
service, yet they nre now enabled to g-o on 
the land. As that agricultural colleg-e at Gat ton 
has done such good service to the ~tate 
why not establish similar imtitutions in othe; 
parts of Quee_nsland •? (Hear, hear ~) And 
the same applies to schools of mines. As a 
matter ot fact, the more you go into the educa­
~ir!n ctuestion in Queensland, the more you find 
1t important ~o pause before going into the l.'ni­
versity_ questtun ~1tihout p_utt;ing our exist;ing 
educatiOnal estauhshments 1n better order. At 
the present time, according to the Education 
r~p_ort, there ar<; no less than eighty-eight Pro­
VJSJOnal schools m country districts represented 
by members on all sides-schools with an attend­
ance of th~rty and over, and containing thou­
sands of ch1ldren, whiCh ought to be classified as 
State schools. 

The SEr'HETAHY FOR :!\IlNEs: All schools will be 
c!assified as State schools under the new regula­
tiOns. 

Mr. MA,L:G~AN: I~ is not altogether a mat­
ter of. clas51fiC>;tJOn. It IS a matter of providing 
schoors. and g!V:n_g_ peopl_e in the country ff[Ual 
edncatwnal faCilities w1th those resident in 
towns. I hope this matter will1eceive ""erions 
attention before the Government embark on the 
new policy--

The SECHETARY FOR i'llr:n;s : Dn yon ca<t re­
flection on the auility of the teachers of conntrv 
>chools? • 

[Mr. Maughan. 

J)lr. MATGHAI:\: ::\o. The hon. gentleman 
knows quite well that the department send, tc 
the bush schools the best teachers that can be 
sent; but the c~~untrv teachers thernselvcs a-lmit 
th.>t undeJ existing conditions they cannot be ex­
pected, in t_he absence of a training colleg-e, to be 
"' well eqmpped anrl C[Ualified as they would be 
otherwise. Before I conclude, I wouid just like 
t~J ~ay a few words on the subject of imtnigra­
twn. And while di,;cnssing this matter, I take 
the opportunity of pointing out that in" the 1'c1c­
gmph of the 17th I'\rwember, in connection with 
the rmti-immigration meeting held in the Albert 
H<tll, 13rishane, I am reportec1 to have mo\'ed a 
rrsolution declaring that free imrnicrration to 
Queensland is detrimental to the inter~sts of the 
State, ann the interests of the immigrants them­
seh·e,;. As a matter of fact, I never moved such a 
resolution; no such resolution was handed to me 
to more; and I wa' very mueh smpri,ed that 
the . 'l'rlcun:ph, a paper of standing·, should 
crerl1t me \nth a resolution I never moved. I 
wrote to the Tc/C[f'N!ph aokiug that the mistake 
m1ght be corrected, but from that dtty to this I 
have not seen my letter printEd. \Yhenapubli<: 
m~n mo,·<:s 11 resolution, I think it is only a fair 
thmg for a newspaper to print it in full and 
certainly not to mutibte it. \Vhat 1 did ;nave 
was the resolution fl)Jpearing- in the .1'elcpmph 
plus the words "under exi,ting conditions." 
rhose words were carefully left out; and I think 
that did not reflect credit on the new.,pttper in 
question. As a general rule, how .. ver, I receire 
rery fa1r treatment from that paper in regerd to 
any remarks I make in public. \Vith regard to 
the immii!ration question, I can ouly endorse 
many of the sentiments expreesed by hon. mem­
ber; sitting- on this side of this House. I do notJ 
know one man in connection with the Labour 
party, eith~r inside or out:;ide of this House, 
who iR against imn1igration. I have never 1net 
a member of our party who has propos<>d to 
put a barbed wire fence round Clueensland and 
erect a notice, "Tr-esvass.er-3 will be proo;ec11ted. ~~­
As a matter of fact, the I,abour party are 
rnther the other way. TbP J,abour party desire 
to see (/ueemlanrl become the home of a great 
white race, and they know as well as any other 
party that there is room here for millions of 
people. At the >ame time they also know that 
tb_ere i• little use in uringing out people 11i,00(} 
m1les unless proper facilities are provided to 
make them remain in the t\tate. l t is some­
thing like the land settlement question. It ie 
an easy matter to talk about land settlement­
the problem is how to keep people on the land 
when once they get there. \Vhat with heavy 
raJ! way_ rates, and all sort,; of heavy taxes, it is 
very d1fficult to If!ake people, e'pecially the 
Y,?Unger race gTnWing upl stick to the land. 
1: ou, Mr. Speaker, in common with other hon. 
n:embers, have no doubt frequently been met by 
!'ng stron!; stalwart yo~ng n:;cn_ wanting letters of 
mtroductwn to the Co,umJESJoner of Police or 
th~ Cmr:missioner for Railways, or other public 
officers m order that they may get work. And 
after putting- a few qnestions to them you dis­
cover that they are farmers' sons from the 
Stanley, Lockyer, J<'assifern, or Ilundanba dis­
trict perhaps. They are "nly too anxious to get 
away fron1 the farm. \Vhy is that~ It is a 
most extraordinary thing. I cannot understand 
a n1an who is on the lanO engaged in farming-a­
splendid occupation-being anxious to leave the 
farm, and take up work in the Railway Depart­
ment or in the. Police Departlllent. 

. ~Ir. OA:\IPilELlo : An easier job; and more life 
mlt, 

l'llr. MAUGHAI:\: The hon. gentleman mioht 
hav!l said something more-there is more mo~ey 
m rt. I am glad to say that many farmers 
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recognise the importance of paying their sons 
and daughters for Bervices rendered; but there 
are farmerR v .. ·ho do not pay anything like what 
they should pay to their own people, and the con­
Re'l uence is that young men leave the farm on 
which they have been brought up. That is a 
serious thing for Queensland. The best men to 
encourage tu stay on the land in Queensland are 
those born and bred on the land--men who have 
a good knowledge of stock and crops. I have no 
desire to ctetain the HonsP longter, 1s many other 
hon. members wish to s~eak. I only hope that 
good legislation may be passed and the people of 
the State may greatly benefit as a result. 

Mr. MULLA:t\ ( Charte1·s Ton·ers): You might 
have noticed the nth er evening that the Ministry 

looked agh1st when the apostle of 
[I p.m.] black labour, or I should say the 

Minister for Agriculture and Hail­
ways gave the whole ,,how away. In fact, he 
went to the trouble of doing what I should have 
had to do myself--that is, condemned his own 
actions some years ago; and he went to show 
very clearly--

The PREmER: And yet you are not grateful. 

Mr. MULLAN: I am really <"<tremely grate­
ful to the hon. gentleman for saving me looking 
up the votes given in the past. It is clettr from 
his remarks that he was in favour of the reten­
tion of the kanaka,, and I hope to show before 
I am done that the hon. gentleman, and the 
party with whom he is now associated, are in 
favour of the introduction of the kanaka to-day. 

1\lr. ::\In,CAH¥: Or any other cheap labol]r. 

Mr. ::\IULLAX: The hon. gentleman oJid 
the question of coloured labour was dc'd; to 
use hid own word:3~ "dead as .T ulins C'~sar." 

The SEcRgT.\HY FOR RMLw.u:~: That is so. 

1\lP. M1_;LLAK : Yes, it is so. Here is a 
sample of the work done at a conference of 
ladie:s, representative of th~ Go<v'ernrnent rnrty. 
held in Melbourne in HlOI. .Tust about 23rd 
October, lfl07, a meeting of women delegates of 
the Anti-socialist Organisation assembled in 
1\Ielbourne for the purpose of unrlermining the 
\Vhite Australia policy. They met, says the 
ilfe/bow·ne Hemld, at Cliverl8n, the resictence of 
J an et Lady Clark, who is president of the 
'V omen's National League in Victoria. I hope 
the hon. gentleman will pay special attention to 
this. 

The SECRETARY FOR ltAILW.>YS: Of c~urse, I 
will note anything- you say. 

Mr. ::\IULLAN: The Philp party had as its 
representcltives, nanlely-

Yiss :\I. A. Ogg. organising secretary of the Queens­
land Women's J·~lectontl J,eague, .!\1rs. Hatton (Too­
woomba), ~Irs. ~Iitchell (:\1acka~-), Mrs. Leslie Oorrie 
(Brisbane), :Miss Dewing (BrisbaneJ, Mr.s. 1Yilmore 
(13risbanel, :Urs. rrhompson (.Yiayoress of Brisbane1. and 
:J.Irs. Ch~itaway (wife of Senator Chata\Yayl. 

These wonderful ladies were going to work 
out the destiny of Australia, und tlJere ia no 

·doubt about it., as any hon. member will see, they 
were fairly representative of the hnn. gentlemen 
who now occupy the front Treasury benches. 
The report goes on--

The C'onfercnce was pref:;idAd over by .Tanet Lady 
CI11rk, and it was held in the ballroom at Cliveden, 
which was tastefully decorated for thP. occasion. The1·e 
is a miniature stage,' with sceneryfnr private theatriolls, 
at one end of tbe room, and this served nUmirably for a 
dais. 

Here is the point I want to draw attention to­
lfurn: AnsTIL\_UA. ATT_-\CKVll. 

In introducing a motion in favour of immigration, 
}Iiss ~I. A. Ogg, in a paper which she read. said--­

"Immigration was a beautiful law of adaptition, 
obedience to which meant a better adjustment of the 

hnman race- as it increased. The world had ~rown 0ld 
siuee first necessity revealed this law, and now mHn 
took it on himself to ad,inst the human race, ns he. in 
his 'vourterful arroganee, presumed tlmL it ongllt to be 
adjusted. So we haft the strange spectacle of a :ast 
continent practically railed off for the white Anstndmn. 
What title deeds had the white An~trnlian got to 
Australia other thRn tho.se signed in scarlet, and with 
the old legend,' Jiiight is right,' inscribed;.,. 

Then followed the treasonable ltlotion against white­
J.ustralia, 3Irs. Jlolyneanx Parkas r .V.~. \f. 1 moring--

" That, while the conference appt·o,'es of tlle principle 
of a white Australia from the racial point of view, 
it eonsidcrs that the importatioll of coloured lahonr 
is necessary for the developmellt of the tropical terri­
tory."' 

The SECRETARY l<'Olt llAILWAY~: That was that 
lady's opinion. 

J\lr. MULL A:'\ :That was that lady's opinion, 
and this lady represents the views of your party. 
i\Iake no miatake about that. You ought to be 
ashamed of yourself. You ought to 'tand to 
your guns like a man, and not for convenience 
say black labour was dead and buried. The re· 
port further states-

rrhe mover said that " there ·were two points of view 
in connection with this !'nbjeet. One was the elaim on 
behalf of a perfectly white community, and the other 
'Yas the best means of developing the tropkal territory, 
especially the Xorthern Territory, whicll was now 
going to 1Yaste becanse of the prejndire againBt coloured 
labour. If they were to ctra~T a geographical line for 
the restriction of coloured races they should certainly 
be allowed ·within the greater part of the tropical terri­
tory. There \Ycre thousand~ of the King's Indian 
~ubject1<. who woulU he sui.tahle for the worl~ in this 
territory, and might be allO\"\·ed in with their families." 

~Irs. H::ttton, of Toowoomba, Queensland, seconded 
the resolution. She :-:aid " the sue:ar indu:stry was 
going out of Australia. She ::u;reed \vith the motion so 
far as it was possible, and b ,lieYed that it wa ..... poss'ble 
with (liscretion to get in coloured labour." 

Yet the hon. gentleman says the question was 
dead and buried. 

:.'\Irs. Jlitchcll, of J.Iackay, Queensland, ~ .. tid that this 
was a very important Rubjeet, especially to Qucen:-:­
land. That State had accepted the verdict•of the other 
States, and it was trying to manage in the hest \vay it 
could, but it d1d not seem quite fair that the kanakas, 
who were the most harmless of the colonrefl races, 
should be the oniy ones remo\·ed. In the l'Iackay dis­
trict vmmen and children were now to he ~een working 
in the cane fields. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 'Vhat harm 
was there in that statement? 

Mr. 2\IULLA:t\: Before I am finished I will 
show you the harm. The report g-oes on­

Children "'ho shonld be at school were obliged to 
help to make a living. 

}lrs. Le)1lie Gorrie, of Brisbane, said that .':ihe had "had 
conversations ,yith a leading sug:;u·-growcr, who said 
that the outlook was most serious, owing to the class 
of whit·e hbour avai~{Lble. lt was very lmv." 

'Vhite labour was very low wh~n compttred with 
the kanakas. 

X mY, in the cane districts, the •lomcstic maid-serva11t s 
were afraid to go ant at night, and the heads of families 
flare not take their eyes off their children. 'rhc men 
were a floating class and included many ex-criminals. 

Is that true? Silence. (Laughter:) Th•; hon. 
gentleman's friends wished to imply that it is 
true. 

The wages were good., bnt the work hli.rd. The men 
made a chey_ue, and then spent it at the public-houses.. 
\Vhcn these facts as to the dauger to women ar1d chil­
dren were known, jt would be seen that it was a very 
serious matter. 'rhe kanaka;;, on the other hand, were 
to be trusted. absolutely. 

~Irs. Thompson. Jiayoress of Brisbane, also spoke ad­
versely of the character of the white men employed. 

Miss Dewing, of Brish11ne, said that ~lle had lived 
with a. leading lady in the Hugar Uistrict. 'l'he lady's 
husband frequently went np country to another station, 
leaving his wife and little children with the kanakns. 
She (Miss Dewing) asked the lady if she were not afr:tidt 
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and she said, ''No," for she had uever suffered by theft 
or by the least unkind action on the part of the 
kanakas. The kanakas were very fond of the children. 

\Vl1at a pity they left. \Ve cannot have them 
for nurses now-

:Mrs. Chataway (wife of SenatorChataway, of Maekay! 
said that it must be recognised that thev could never 
bring the kanakas hack again. ·when tglite a girl she 
lived in Java, and there she saw all black people. There 
were kanakas, Solomon Islands "boys," and others, 
·with loin-cloths and their bows and arrows, an<l they 
looked like savages. 'Yben they came up to the house, 
she was told that they knew ~he was coming, and this 
was their way of g-iving her 'vel come. The kanaka in 
Queensland, howeYer, had been civilised and Christiau­
h>ed; and yet they were deported because they had no 
gunboats. Australia would not dare to insult China or 
.Japan in that way. The whlte men now employed were 
of bad character and unreliable. 

I have no doubt that she voiced the R~ntimentR 
of Senator Clwtaway, and I h!t\·e no doubt that 
the Secretary for Hailways represents Flenator 
Chataway's sentiments in this Chamber. Then-

:Mrs. }1olyneux Parkes did not agree with the remark 
that there was no cbance of the kanaka coming back. 
They should put in a Liberal 1-iinistry favourable to tlle 
kanaka, and then the thing would be done. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: She does not 
belong to ~ueensland. She repre>.£nts :!'\ ew 
South \Vales. 

:M:r. MULLAN: These lai\ies showed plainly 
that, if ev8r there should come a time when their 
party has a predominating influence in the 
country, we shall have the kanaka policy once 
more brought into prominence. (GO\·ermHent 
laughter.) This motion-which represents the 
views of the party which has secured the services 
of Premier Kidston-was carried unanimously at 
this conference, and goes to prove conclusively 
that the question of kanaka labour is not dead 
nor buried, although-as the Secretary for Rail­
ways can testify-more than a fair number of the 
kanakas who came to Queensland have been long 
since buried in the Mackay district. 

The SE<lRKfARY FOR RAILWAY~: I cannot reply 
to you, as you know. 

Mr. l\IULLAK : The hon. gentleman will 
have an opportunity of replying to me. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWA'I:S: No; my op­
portunity is gone. 

'l'he SPEAKER: There is a latitude ifl con­
nection with discussing an Address in Reply, 
which was all very well at one time, because we 
then had plenary powers of legislation. But 
our powers of legislation are now somewhat 
restricted, and, in the nature of things, it follows 
that any subject that can be dealt with at length 
on the Address in Reply will be a subject that 
is within the cognisance and within the sphere 
of action of this Parliament to deal with. 
Therefore, a general discussion on the question 
of black labour will be out of order. 

Nlr. MULLAN: I just wanted to reply to a 
few remarks that fell from the Secretary for 
Railways when speaking the other evening. The 
hon. gentleman said-

! unhesitatingly say that there is no man on this 
earth who is bet-ter legislated for or better looked after 
than the kanaka in Queensland. 

The SECRETAIW FOR RAILWAYfl: I was then 
quoting from a speech I made in 1~01. 

Mr. MULL AN: Now, the kanakas in Queens· 
land were better legislated for tmd better looked 
after than any man on this earth just in the 
same way as the criminal at St. Helena is better 
legislated for and better looked after than any 
man on this earth. The hon. member's friends 
looked after the kanaka very carefully until he 
made his escape. I am not surprised at the hon. 
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gentl~m.an saying that. I know that any 
assoCiation with "'hlackbirding," or ''nigger­
driving," or any of tho~e things, has a tenrlency 
to brutalise a man. .:\Inch as the Premier and hiR 
colleagues may try to dissociate themselves wit;h 
this question, it mn.;t not be forgotten that the 
Secretary for R.ail ways is the representative of 
black labour in the Ministry, and that he 
went to Melbourne specially to perpetuate 
this trouble. and to continue the evil of 
kanaka labour in Au.stralia. The other night, 
also, the hon, gentleman distinctly told this 
House that his main objective was to ,fight 
the Labour party at the next ];'ederal election, 
and to down our senators and substitute his own 
three-and-ninepenny friends-or, in other words, 
the gentlemen who tLdvocate 3s. 9d. a day. 
(Laughter.) It shows clearly that our friends 
want black labour at any price, and no doubt 
they will try to get it. 'fhen the hon. gentle­
man challenged the statement made frequently 
on this side during the course of this debate 
that the fields of Queensland have been fertilised 
with the blood of kanakas. I do not wish to 
discuss this question to-night-it is a rather 
painful one-but I would l1ke to say that our 
statements are borne out by the statistics obtain­
able from the Registrar-General, if our friends 
wish to peruse them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That is an 
absolutely fahe statement. 

Mr. MFLLAK: Statistics prove that 147 
kanakas per 1, 000 died in one year ... s against a 
tota.l death r<tte amongst the whites of • bout !i 
per 1,000. Another pnin t I would ask my 
friend to remember is that it was not so much 
those who were reported to hn.ve died as those 
who mysteriously disappeare<l thao are referred 
to, bee,-~ use it i-3 a well-known f, c~ that during 
twenty years over 3,000 kanaku,; were unac­
counted for. Probably my hon. friend llnows 
what happened to them. 

The SPEAE..ER: Order! I think the hon. 
member is proceeding to discuss this qnes•ion 
again, notwithstanding my ruling on the matter 
a while ago, I have no objection to his making 
a passing reference to it, but I wish him to be n.s 
brief as possible. 

Nlr. MULLAN: I do not intend to pursue the 
matter further than to sny that the hon. gentle­
man went out of his way the other evening to 
try to dissoci~tte himself with the kanaka ques­
tion. He tried to draw the Government from 
the position in which be has placed them by 
being the representative of kanaka labour in the 
Ministry. 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: His position, 
at any rate, is a perfectly honourable one. 

Mr. :\IULLAN : Personally, and apart from 
his politics, I am quite sure that every hon. 
member regards thA hon. gentleman's position as 
a perfectly honoumble one; but we cannot dis· 
sociate the individual from his politics, and it is 
solely with his politics that I am dealing at the 
present time. 

Mr. \V. H. BARNES: Don't you know that 
the black labour question has to do with the 
Federal Parliament? 

Mr. l\IULLAN: The J;'ederal Parliament 
must at all timeo, be governed by the will of the 
people; and, whenever the time comAs in Queens­
land when a certain J!Olicy can be ad vacated 
with safety, at that time influence will be brought 
to bear, directly or indirectly, on the :FE,dEral 
Parliament to reopen this question. 

Mr. \V. H. BAICSES: And where will the 
Southern representatives be then? 
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:\fr. MULL 'cY: They may possihly be in­
fluenced by the type of nwn whom the Secretary 
for Railways sttid be W<lS going tu sn]~port at 
the next Fedeml election. But I do not wish to 
be drawn elf the trac·k. (Laughter.) In con­
nection with the :\Iount i\forgan d1saster, I 
would like to say that we all deeply deplore the 
terrible c3htmity that took place there. If 
there be one thing more than another that some­
what reJie,·es the terrible sbtte of affairs, it is the 
heroic deed,; that we.ce enacted on that occasion. 
(Hear, hear!) They go to show that the miner 
of Queensland is !JO'"P'sed of the clmracteristic 
which h>ts always belonged to the miner of 
Aostralla, of bt>ing will-in;..;, at a moment';:; 
notice, to la.)- ciown his life for his Inates. 
(He~r, hear!) There were two accidents 
l\t l\ionnt nriorgan, in one of which seven 
men lost their lives and in the other of which 
five men lost their lives. It is regrettable thar, 
after the first accident, something was not clone 
to prevent a recurrence. Certainly a kind of 
im1uiry was held, but I really think that some­
thing better might have been done. Of course, 
I quite recognise that we are all wise after the 
event, and I do not want to pass strictures 
unduly npnn anybody; bnt it cannot be forgotten 
that the /50 and 850 feet levels--

1\Ir. GRANT: Is not an inquiry being held now? 
Mr. MULL AN : Not so far as I am con­

cerned. 
:i\Ir. MAN:-!: The inquiry is closed. 

Mr. JYIULLAK : It was recognised for some 
time that wr,rk at the 750 and 850 feet levels was 
of an extra hazardous nature, so much so that­
I think the hem. member for Fitzroy will bear 
me out in this-men were paid ls. per shift extra. 

1\fr. COWAP: Can you prove that? 

~fr. MULLAN: I went to Mount Morgan 
specially to make inquiries into this matter, and 
of course I can only go by the information I re­
ceived, which I regarderl as reliable, seeing that. 
it came from residents of Mount Morgan, I 
had it verbally, and I have had it by letter; but. 
I have not got the permission of the writers to 
use their names at the present moment.. No 
man could serve any purpose bv misleading me, 
after my going all the way to Mount Morgan to 
obtain reliable information on the subject. 

Mr. CowAP: They misled you. 

Mr. 1\IULLAN: I am not going to dispute 
that statement, but I say the information was 
given to me by men connected with mining at 
i\Iount i\forgan, who, notwithstanding the state­
ment of the hon. member, I believe were as well 
informed as the hon. member. They stated that 
the men engaged on those levels were getting ls. 
per shift extra. 

1\Ir. CoWAP: Can you mention the name of 
any man who got ls. a shift extra? 

Mr. YI:ULLAK: That fact should have shown 
the Mines Department that something needed to 
he done to rednce the hazardous natnre of the 
work. 

The SPEAKER : Order! I have listened 
carefully to the hon. member, and I really think 
that his remark, are not in order. A board has 
been appointed to inquire into the matter 
referred to, and that board has to make a report 
on the matter. \Vhile I do not say that hrm. 
members may not discuss certain ;,b.ases of the 
matter itself, still I do not think they should 
discu~s it in such a way a~1, to indicate their 
views nn point> which may form the subject of 
the board's report until we have rec~ived that 
report. 

Mr. MULLAK: This i, rather an important 
matter from the mining members' point of view. 

I am not questioning your ruling, Sir, hut I 
approached this matter from a sense of duty, 
and with a disposition to deal with the matter 
without condemning anybody. I really had 
intended to say that there was something wrong 
about the whole affair, but in deference t.o your 
ruling I will defer my remnrks until a more 
seasonable. occasion. There is another matter 
that I should like to deal with, and that is the 
laxity of the Government in regard to tbe 
\Yorkers' Compensation Act. I really think 
the Government should have dune something 
in the way of amending that Act. The 
Go; ernment ha,·e themselves acknowledged 
that the Act is inequit~ble by the fact that 
they do not suspend payment of compensation 
for fourteen da~·, but pay their own servants 
immediately after an acddent. Why, then, 
do they not compel outside companies and 
persons to pay their servants for those fourteen 
days, by amending the Act so as to make such 
payment compubory? Another thing which I 
think should be dune-in fact, it would ha;-e 
been done if the Government were alive to their 
duty; but I am not surprised that the Govern­
ment are not alive to their dutv in the matter of 
mining, because I am satisfied,' from what I have 
already seen, that they care very little and rlo 
very little for mining-is to make some pro­
dsion for the protection of trihnters. The 
latest proof that the Gm·ernment care very _little 
for mining is found in the fact. that they appomted 
a man to the control of the JI.Iines Department 
who knows as much about mining as a turkey 
knows about geometry. 

The SEOHETA!lY FOR MINES: I think he knows 
a little more than you do. I am afraid that 
your knowledge of mining is miserably small. 

Mr. ::\IULLAN : If the hon. gentleman's 
knowledge of mining is no g-reater thlln hiR 
knowledge of other departments in the Public 
Service•, I do not think 1t is very ~Teat. 

'l'he SECitETARY FOR 1\IISF:H: He knows how 
to refuse an application for a grant, and how to 
justify his refu,al. 

Mr. ML:LLAK: And he knows how to make 
a grant when it suits his cunvenience to do so. 
I think the \Vorkers' Compensation Act should 
be amended in the direction of inclu~ing con­
tractora and tributers as workmen entitled to 
compensation. The Bill as it left this Chamber 
contained a clame which would have remedied 
the whole, evil of which I complain, as it pro­
vided for the payment of compensation to tribu­
te"' ; but unfortunately, owing to the a~tion of 
a prominent member <>f the Council--the Hon. F. 
I. Power-who strenuously opiJosed it, that clause 
was rejected. It was clause 11 of the Bill, and 
it provided-

-where a contrttct to perform any ·worl-.: in any mine 
is Jet direct1v to one or more contractors who do not 
either ~ublet~ the contract or employ wages men, or­
who, though employing wages men, actually perform 
any prut oft he work themselves, such contractors shall, 
for the purposes of this Act, be deemed to be workers. 

Had that clause been p1ssed, the whole trouble 
which now exist'" would ha,-e been obviated, and 
trihuters and contractora would have been enti­
tled to compensation just the same as any othe!' 
worker in a mine. It is but rea,onable that 
those. men should be included among workers, 
and I hope the Government will reconsider this 
matter. It is not ton late in the session to intro­
duce an amending Bill including th>tt matter, 
and a provision for payment for the fourteen 
days. Such au amendment of the Act would 
aff.ord a great relief to men engag-ed in the pre­
carious occupation of tnining. Al!njjher th1ng 
the Government might deal w1th is the robbery 
of tributers which is going on on nearly every 
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gohlfield in Queenslanrl. The methods em­
ployed to fleece tributers of their legitimate 
earnings are ;imply scandaluuH. I know cases 
on Charters Towers where rnen have worked 
for week"5, and even 1nunthB, and at thP. 
end of that time, whilst the company had 
a substantial cheque to draw, they had not one 
shilling, and in the meantime they had had to 
live on the credit they got from the storekeer,er. 
That is not fair. There should be a provision in 
t.be .:\lining Act making it imperative for a 
mining compally to allow a man, say, half w •• .ges, 
plus his costs, before they got eny percentage at 
all. They should not get their percentage out of 
the gross mn.•unt of gold obtained from a 
crushing, but out of the net anwunt of gold 
obtained after paying all expenses, nnd half 
wages. If this m0thod were re,orted to, the 
gnat injustice \\'hich now exists would vanish_ 
I could give several instances, if I wished to 
labour the questim:, showing how tributen; on 
Charters Towers Goldfield ha\e been positively 
robbed by the companies. And they will con­
tinue to be so robbed '·•·hile we ha' e an 
unsyn1pathetic Governtnent in power and an 
unsympathetic Minister managing the i\Iines 
Department. There is another matter to which 
I wish to refer, and that i,; the Labour Bureau. 
According to official fi1s·ures, during the month 
of October l"'t 410 men registered for employ­
ment; 3;;2 of those obtained employment, and 
the balance of seventy-eight did nut find employ­
ment. It follow;, therefore, from the official 
reasoning, that seventy-eight men only were out 
of employment in the entire. ~tate of Queens­
land on the 31st October last. A more monstrous 
rnisrepresentation uf the true Rtate of affairs wa-, 
never made in t hi~ House. Ti) give hon. lTIEin~ 
bers an idea uf how much reliance can be 
placed on figures of thi,; kind in future, I 
will just quote the Charters Towers figures. 
Officially, at Charters Towers it st"nds thus : 
People registered for employment at the Labour 

Burean during October, ti; people 
[7.30 p.m.] who found employment at the 

Labour Bnreau in (Charters Tower,; 
during OctoJber, G; therefore, of!icmlly, there are 
no unemployed on Charters Towers. (Laughter,) 
But the true state ,,f affaire is that we have 400 
stalwart, "ble-budied men looking for work there, 
to say nothing of the hundreds of youths and 
elderly men also who are eligible for employ­
ment. This clearly show;; that the figures of the 
Labour Bureau are absolutely unreliable. The 
Governn1c·nt know, but tbe Government do not 
want to show any body, that Queensland is in a 
bad state "s far as the labonr market i>< con­
cerned. Xow, I wish to show why the Go­
vernment Labour Bureau register so few men. 
I honestly believe it is a p:wt of the policy of 
theGovernn1ent to so manage tbat Labour Bu~e::tu 
that ,;s few men as possible will register, so that 
they can )!rove by thAir illogiul method <·f 
reasoning that there are therefore very few out 
of work. :"row, here is one of the reasons why 
there are very few men registering at that 
bureau. It is made unworkable so far as the 
men themselves are concerned. I will show the 
steps which "· man has to t::tke at the local 
Government bureau in order to obtain employ­
ment. In the first place, he has tu present him­
self at a counter looking for work. The first 
thing they do is to register him on a card-his 
name, address, and all particulars. This regis­
tration card is a very intricate and elaborate 
affair. They evidently expect him to be continu­
ously employed by this method of registration. 

The SECRETAHY FOR Pt.:BLIC '.VORKS: Yon 
expect them to be continuously unemployed. 

Mr. ML;LLAX: You are evidently a prophet 
of what I am going to say. You certainly do 
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not look like a prophet. This is t_he fi:·st card. 
This c.ud is a g-uamn tee th>tt he ts bemg regts­
tered at the office. By the time a man ha, got 
over that card he is beginning to feel faint. He 
wonders what the intention uf the Government 
is in g·iving him the carcl. Then they ~ave as many 
rnore cards as yon have here to gt ve acces-; to 
Parliament on the ceremonial day. For one par­
ticular class of employment lte gets this brand of 
card. If he were colour Llind he would get 
mixed in his card~, and not know which to 
present. For another ela."" of employment he 
gets this class of card. 

An Ho~OURABLE .1v1E,rmm: A blue card. 

Mr . .:\IULLAN: And then for general employ­
nlent, I believe, Hnother cartl. 

The SEURETATIY FOR RAILWAYs: That is wbat 
yon call tbe three-card system. 

:Mr. MULLAN : If he happens to be engaged 
for outside Brisbane he has: to give a written 
guarantee that he will refund the fare, and go 
through all that paraphernalia. Then he ha'l to 
bring a frienrl "long, who has to make a statu­
tory decLll'at-ion, upon nath, that he guara.nteeo:> 
pctyment of thi,; money if his friend floes not 
turn up. Rnt here is the '':'orst thing nf all fnr 
the unfortunate man \Vho 1s looking ftJr \vnrk. 
I appeal to any man endowed with re <.son to say 
\V hethPr it is necessary for an ord1narv un­
skilled hbonrer to comply with the conditions 
on thi ... fllnn Tn the first placE', it bay~, "How 
to register for employment." It would take a 
man almost as lo'1g to grasp as to prepare for " 
1mblic service pxandnation. It nquire~ the 
applicant to state where he has been J~revwusly 
registered, and to give place of btrth, and 
require< that testimonials, in all cases attested 
as correct, must he attached to the application. 
Then he has to fill in this-

I. . of ccrtiry that r·am desirou~ of being 
rc"'istcrecl bv the J.Jq.bnnr llurean for employment in 
ac~orclance "·ith the regulations made in that behalf, 
etc., etc. 
\Vhat is the reason of a question like that? \Vhat 
has his age to do with the department? \Vhat 
has his place of birth t J do with it? Why should 
he h:He to give a biography'? \Vh;t' should he 
have to say whethPr he is married or single·~ 
That is rather an embarrast;ing r1uestwn for an 
official to :tsk a labourer when he comes along. 
Then "date of arrival in the State." \Vhy 
should they reqnire to know that? Then, 
'' \Vhere frou1. Present Plnployrnent, or if un~ 
employed, how loug ?" 1\ow, here is a que,tion 
that should not be asked of any m"n. lt says, 
"GlYe the name of your wife, the nun1~Jer 
of boys and their ages; the number of girls 
and their ages," and the total nnmber of de­
nendents upon him. It might be right to a"k 
~man how many dependents on him h8 had, to 
see if it was a more urgent case than another, 
but what on earth hes it got to do with the 
devartment ns to what i~ the name of a 
man':-:; wife and her agP, or the 3ge. of h1s 
daughters? These invidi0uo C(U£,,tions should 
certainly not he asked of any man. Then it says, 
"~atu~e of e1nployment deRired." The classes 
of employment may be stated, hut thes: must be 
dist.inct. No noti<;e wiil be taken of general 
statements. Fnless a man specifically states the 
chess of employment he wants, he cannot get 
work at all. The vast rmjority of men in 
Queensland do general work, and they c'n!'ot 
classify their work a tall. Then itsay,;testimomals 
are rer[LJired. Fancy a man going to lo,Jk for 
work at a quarry 'across the river having to 
present testimonialR that he is of irreproachable 
character. The thing is mon:Strnns. 'fhen, ''_.As 
testimonials will not be returned, copies should 
be attached." They have to make copies of all 
testimonials, and send them along. I hope the 
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:Minister is listenin.l!. This is a really ridiculou' 
system. I tried dtuing this year to have thio 
form abolished, but I was unsucce"ful. I 
hope it will be abolished after to-night. A man 
becomes bewildered-lost. He goes looking for 
work, and fimls it only in trying to till up this 
form-

I am the applicnnt referred to in the testimoni~l. the 
originals of which l undertake to prod nee when called 
upon, nud I further dedare that they are genuine ~.nd 
true in that particnl<tr, etc. 

J.nd I 1mtkc this solemn dcrlaration conscientiously 
believing the s.rmw to be tl'lH"'., and by virtue of the pro­
visions of the Oaths Aet of 1807. 

Xow, this m1y be a Lughing matter to hon. 
gentlemen on the O[l)Josite side of the Hons,,, but 
ii they h<td half a dozen little children starving 
at home, and they went up t;, the Labour 
Bureau to look for two or three days' work to 
help them along, I do not think it would be '' 
laughing matter to be presented with this com­
plica,ted form, a.nd asked to give the inform,!tion 
requisite to fill it in order to get employment. 

The 8EC!\ET.\l\Y FOH RAILWAYS: It is not that 
at all; i" is the way you vresenterl it. 

11r. ::\IULLAX: I hope I am presenting it in 
a manner which will meet with the appr<lbation 
of the hon. gentleman. 

rhe SECRETARY FOI\ R.UL\\"AYS: It cloes, I 
asonre you; but I will refer it to the ::\Iinister 
for \Vorks. (Laughter.) 

::\Ir. ::\lCLLAX : I am not surprised at the 
hon. gentleman la11ghing· at it. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pr-nLIC \VonKs: I all! 
listening with pleasure to the Yery intelligent and 
honourable gentleman. 

::\Ir. ;\lL;LLAl'\: It says-
The follO\Ying conditi0ns mu~t be complietl with by 

all pcr:;ons applying to the Department oi Labonr for 
registratiou for ciJ:lployment. 

l. Tlw pal'ticnlu,r:; reqnirellln the tleclaration on the 
f~ee of this ::<heP.t lllLbt be filled in by eaeh applicant as 
fnlly as applicable t.o his partknlar ca~e. otherwise the 
applirant may s.nffer disa(lvantage in 1ll'iority of selec­
tion. Copies of teE"timoni;.{ls must be attachecl to 
application, atter being certiliOLl by the labour ag-ent 
or a justice of the peace that they are correct copies. 
It should be borne in mincl by applicants that it is 
to their ad\,.autagc to give the fnlle:::t infonnatiou 
})OS~ible. 

:!. Every Jlel'Wn nzistcrerl will receive a card, which 
he is required to produee in proof of registr::Ltion 
wllenever he ca,ll~ for any 1mrposc on the lnboUl' agent. 
which ca.rd will be marked with f'f-Leh snccQssivc date 
of registration. ('1''1 ren·e\v regil-;tration the card should 
be presented tn the lahour Hgent. with reque:":t for 
renewal.' 

::L All applications will be forwarde'l to the centl·al 
office of the division, and will remain in force for one 
o·, calendar month1 when, unless renewed, the regis­
tr<ttion willlap;;;e. 

4. Applicants giving- false or misleading information 
will he deprived of all benefit of the nse of the bureau 
for snch time as the director rnay determine. 

That is only something- of what he has got to go 
through. The'e are the preliminary stages in 
order to secure employment. Thio form which I 
hu!tl in my band i; the next stage. I will not 
weary the House by reading what is the next 
stage. 

The SECRKnRY POH Punuc \VonK,; : Head it. 
Read it. 

.Yir. JI.HJLLAY: He has tu give the informa­
tion asked for in thie fnrm. I will not read it 
now, but will allow the ::\linister fnr \V c•rks to 
read it for himself in his dull moments. 

The 8ECUBTARY }'OR PcnLrc \VonKs: \Vhy 
do not you read it? 

Mr. MULL AN: I do not believe that the 
Minister has read this form himself. 

The HEcHETARY FOU PcnLH' \VoRKS: How 
1ong has it been in force? 

::\Ir. :'vlGLLA:'i: It has been in force ever 
since I came into this House. 

The SECHETAHY FO!{ PCBL!C \VoRKS: And you 
ha we only just found it out now? 

:\Ir. :\IULLAX: It is my duty'to find it out 
and reproach yon or any othe.r l;on. _member for 
allowing such a fonn to rmnmn rn existence. As 
I s:tid at the outset, I nu well understand why 
this system is adopted. H it were changed 
the Labour Bureau would be popularised, and 
thrmwh it becoming popular we would have the 
true state of the labour rnflrket. I mi>;ht alsJ Htflte, 
in connection with that office, that I have reason 
to believe that in come rr,pects the Labour 
Bureau is practically med as a detecti,·e _otl_ice. 
It is pmctic.<llv used as a branch of the Cnrmnal 
Investigation Department. (Hear, he~r !) \V ell, 
it is well known that police reports, whtch I have 
referrNl to in my remarks alrendy, have to he 
supplied in connection with men :vho seek em­
ployment, and any member of thrs House who 
is inqnisitive enough tn go down to the J..J,1bour 
Bureau and look at. the post on the side. of the 
c.mnter, will se' niches in that post ind1eatmg 
all bei~lrt.s up to that of the talle't man, :so that 
the offic~r in charge C;\n detect the h<•tght of 
the men for police purposes, thus ~how!ng t~at 
this office which should be populartsed " bemg 
used practically as a branch of the Criminal 
Im·estigation Department. 

The SECI\ETARY FO!{ Pt:BLIC \VoHKS: Dear 
nle! 

Mr. :\IULLAX: I know that it distresses 
the hon. aentleman very much, but before he 
has got ~~t of that department be will have 
reason to worry 1nore than he does now. 

The SEC!\ET.\RY FOR Pnn.IC \VonKeJ Dear 
rne: 

::\Ir. JI.IFLLAN: The leading and guiding 
principle of this business is to make people 
believe that there is no unemployed >md no 
p:>verty in <~ueensland. Here is the official 
report, which I do not suppose th<1t t~e hon. 
gentleman will try to contravert. It 1s from 
~1r. Brenan, the officer in charge _of the Govern­
ment L~bour Bureau. In one paragmph Mr. 
Brenan puts the whole show away. He snys-

Reierring to country rrlief, it is intended to.sn::;pend 
the issue ol rations in Bundabet'p: and certa111 orher 
loc.tlities between tbe months of December and ::nay. 
Some objeetions ma.r be raise<'!. to this ~etiou; _bnt I 
have l'C('O'mne1H1cd it, hecanse I am certain that 111 the 
sr:.gar distriets lnrg-e nnmbCril: of men congregate e 1·ery 
ye:~,r long- before there i~ a likelihood of any work. for 
the sole pnrpo~e of liYing at the expemw of the ::-itate. 
Many are utterly unfit for the work tbey yrofes? to be 
scekmg, otllf'.rs ha,,·c not the slightest mten~1?n of 
accepting any kind of employultnt, while some .JOlll the 
crowd demanding Ci·OYernment rations, ultllongh, they 
posse:-o::; money enough to pay their own way .. ~erne­
thing must be Lloue, and a. sn~pen~ion of th.e Issue of 
rations snggest:-: it .,elf to me a:;; the least dl'astl,_ method 
of dealing with the qne~tion. 

\Vhat may he deducecl frorn this"? Why do men 
congregn.~te in those places? \Vhyt it iR the clea_rest 
evidence that it is possil1le to get that there ts a 
surplus of labour unemployed in Que:nsland. 
It is cleaely proved by that, othen~Jse they 
would not congregate in hundreds, a,, mdtcated 
by .Mr. Brenan, in various centres where they 
hope to get employment. 

The SEC!\ETAHY FOR PunLru \VoHKS: He says 
they do not want to get employment. 

Mr. MUL LAN : He state., thal; the men con­
gregate there, and they are not likely to congre­
gate in these places starving. \Ve h~ve been told 
Queensland is a very prosperous ~tatr-, and we 
want 1nnre rnen to compete with thm;e who are 
here. Here is an indication of the labour rnar­
ket in Brisb:me to-dav. This is only Brisbane 
it,;elf. 'rhere were ·2,521 familieo assisted in 
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Brioh~ne alone during the six months ending on 
the 30th of .Tune, and there were nu less than 
0,213 ]Jersuns receil'ing outdoor relief during the 
same period. That goes tu prove clearly that 
ther~ ~s :::rnple pm-erty in Queensland to-day, 
and rt rs tlme enough for ns to bring additional 
labour here when we have absorbed that which 
is here already. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTUI\E: A great 
deal of that rehef does not necrossarily mean 
unemployment, 

Mr. MULLAN: A certain pPrcentage of it is 
not unemployed, I ~dmit; but I so.y that a very 
large percentage of rt 1s the result of unemploved 
eligible men and women. · 

The SEonm·ARY l<'OR AGRIOULTUHE : I do not 
think SO, 

Mr. Gn.usoN : It is not so. 

Mr. MULLAN : Then with re"ard to the Go­
vernmenL'~ imrr1igration policy, th~primarvobject 
of immigration. is to bring about cheap 'labour. 
9apital rs getting morP rapaduus every day. In 
Its eagerness to get profits it recognises that the 
only way to reduce wages is by having a surplus 
of rnen-having ten men lookino- for one man's 
job. Now, we have seen in Qu:ensland already 
during the last six months that there is a con­
spiracy for the purpose of reducing wages. And 
this conspiracy is not confined to outsiders, as 
really the Government them•elves are interested 
in it. Y on have only got to look at the construc­
tion of the Cloncurry Railway some months 
back. The Governmentr there used strenuous 
efforts to reduce the wages of the men who were 
enga!(ed there working under the worst poesible 
conditiOns. The most adverse conditions that a 
man can work under are those to be found in the 
Cloncurry district, and yet we find the Govern­
ment there trying to reduce the men to a miser­
able pittance. Then go up to the Etheridge 
line, which is being worked by their syndicate 
friends, and you will see they made an onslaught 
on the wages of the men there. It was only about 
a month or two ago that Senators Chataway, 
Sayers, aod St. Ledger, friends of the J\'linister for 
Agriculture-three and ninepenny Sen<ltors­
waited on the Minister for Trade and Customs. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! It is not in order 
to refer in disparaging terms to members of ;my 
other Parliament. 

Jl.!r. MULLAN: I am glad to have your 
ruhng, Mr. Speaker, that it is disparaging that 
men should be offered 3s. 9d. a day. 

The S'\EAKJ<~R: Order! I did not give any 
such rulrng. I ruled that any disparaging 
reference to any member of another Parliament 
is out of order. 

Mr. MULLAN .: Senators Chata way, Sayers, 
and St. Ledger waited on the Minister for Cus­
toms inl\lelbourne some months ago and implored 
that gentleman to reduce the wages in the cane­
field~ to ~s. !ld . .a day-a .wage which, in my 
?pmwn, Is a Imserable pittance, and tot~lly 
Inadequate for the work in the canefields. The 
action of these senators was backed up by a 
deputation from the Logan and Albert cane­
growers. All this shows that there w:i'l a con­
spiracy, and that i \ was all prearranged. Then 
a monster depntation of seventeen m em hers of 
Parliament waited on the Premier prior to his 
departure for England, and that deputation 
pre ·ented to tbe hon. gentleman this resolution-

In view of' the unprecedented deficienm- in the 
1:;1~pply of lHbonr which threatens the primai-y indns­
tne" generally, and recognising that upon the success 
of t hes~ industries depenfl the success and vrosperity 
of the :--tate. this depntation would rr.;;:pectfnlly impre,;,.;; 
upon your Government the urgent nr,cessity for imme­
diately taking such ~teps as will secure the introduction 
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to Queensland at the earliest possible moment of suffi­
cient sui.tahle labour to mret the pres~ing requlremenb 
ot the agricultural industry. 

An HONOl'RABLE ~lEi\IBEH : Read the n;\mes. 

Mr. M1JLLAN : I have not the names by 
me; but Ewery 1nan in that deputation is now 
standing behind the present Governwent; and 
one of them, the hon. member for l'iioreton, :iYir. 
Campbell, sair:!-

If they w dre going to bring men into the country 
only aft.el' they h::td found work for them, the countrY 
would go down. 
The country will go down unless the country is 
flooded with cheap labour. He continued-

fJ.1hey should not wetnurse their immigrants. In the 
early e\ghtir" the country went ahead, bec·ausc immi­
g-rants of a df:''lirable class were brought out and forced 
to carve out their careers !or themselves. 

Evidently, from the remarks of the hon. gentle­
man, he would have the "ame policy now, and 
bring men here whether there was work for 
them or not. And he would force Lhem to do, 
not what they wanted to do, but what we 
wanted them to do. This io to all intents and 
purposes to attempt to reduce the men coming 
here to a condition of slavery-to force them to 
carve out the career we think proper. Every 
man on the other side coincides with that policy; 
and all these things point to a conspimcy practi­
cally to reduce these men to a condition of 
slavery. The wage system to-day is worse than 
slavery. If a man had to buy a decent slave and· 
pay a substantial fignre for him, he would look 
after him, and feed and clothe him well, be­
cause he would recognise that unle>ss he was 
well housed and fed he might die, :md he 
would sustain a Ios,;. But in the case of a 
wage slave, what cares he how the man 
lives as long as he puts in his eight hours' toil. 
It does not matter to him whether the man has a 
decent feed or not; it does nut matter whether 
he is in rag-s and tatters, or whether he engenders 
disease as a result of the standard of living-he­
knows he can get ten men to look for the job in 
the morning if the man dies. So I say that the· 
conditions under a system of wage slavery are 
worse than the conditions under a system of 
absolute slavery. :Members on this side are· 
handicapped in their endeavonrs to frustrate the 
designs of the Premier in connection with this 
immigration policy, beeause he is backed up by 
the Press and by the financial institutions. There 
is no doubt the hon. gentleman made his pe.ace at 
home with those people, and now that he is back 
again he is able to use those influences against 
us. And there are no influences in the world 
harder to fight than financial influence;. Our 
frank and patriotic Prenuer has told ns that the 
vacant spaces in Queensland must he filled up at 
any price, and we are told, as an argument in 
favour of bringing people here, that we must 
have men to defend the country. \Vhat are the 
facts of the case? lf the party with whom the 
Premier is now associated had had their way in 
the past, the~e would be no vacant spaces in Aus­
tralia-they would have been filled up long ago 
with black, brown, and brindled people. And 
if the party he is rww associated with had their 
way, there would he no neces,ity to defend Aus­
tr,Jia against the Chow or J ap. or anybody else, 
because the J ap. would be here in sufficient 
numbers to take the country at will. 

J\fr. RYLAN!l: They would be in possession. 

Mr. i\IFLLA:::\ : I cannot undmstand why 
the hon. gentleman raises this cry, and talks 
about self-effacement to bring ib about. I wish 
to state that neither my p::uty nor myself are 
opposed to legitimate immigration, provided itr 
is conducted on proper lines; that is to say, 
prodded proper discrhnination is exerci.:;ed in 
the selection, and provided that before we bring: 
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immigrants here we ha,·e wived the unemployed 
difficulty in Queensl:tnd. \Vhy should we give to 
people outside Qw•ensland privileg·es we deny to 
Queenslanders? People have been misled in 
Lnmlon by being told Lbat if they come here they 
will get free land. \Ve know from p:1inful 
experienue that the people :1lready here cannot 
get land; therefore one of two things i~ gl)in:.:;' to 
happen by the promise of free bud to outsidfl'e­
either the~· will find that they have been UJisled, 
or they are going to ha\·e pdYil8ge~ which are 
denied to Queenslanders. \Vhy should the people 
of (iueemland have to put their hands into their 
pocket' to pay to bring other penplB here to com­
p:..te with them for e1n:JloytLPnt? .A_ny rt<:son­
able m.1n \Vill iGC:11gnis~ tha.t such a thing is w1t 
fair. .-\:::;to the qne:-1dou l'f propel' di-::urimin~t.tion 
and selection of immigrants, the Premier himself, 
in reply to a que"ltiou asked by the junior rnem~ 
ber fnr Fortitude Valley the other even in((, told 
the House in substanc8 that he knew not.hirtg at 
all about what the Agent-General wa' doing-he 
knew nothing about the •gents employed, or how 
they were paid. This is a painful eituation fc>r a 
Government to be placed in. 

The PHEMIER: This is a stonewall speech. 

Mr. MFLLAN : I have made these few 
remarks in the interests of the public, and I 
think it is a duty which the Government owe to 
the public-that they should have complete con­
trol of the Agent-General's Department, not 

only in the matter of immigration, 
[8 p.m.] but in every other matter. If the 

Premier knows nothing about the 
Agency-General in connection with immigration, 
is it not just as reasonable to suppose he knows 
nothing about the control of the Agency-Gemral 
in its other branches? I know it is very painful 
for the h<m. gentleman to listen to the•e 
remarks, but it is not mv fault th"t I have to 
make them. It is his fault for giving me the 
opp~rtunity. I know the character of the immi­
grants brought here is generally goorl, but that 
does not alter the fact that :1 stricter cuntrol 
should be 8xercisr d in the selection of these men. 
One of the strongest evidences that no control is 
exercised is given here. I saw recently that the 
Home Government issued a circular to the police 
magi,trates nf England pointing out that they 
\vere not to recon1mend prisoners, ·when they 
discharged them, to come to Australia. It evi­
dently ha~ been the custom in the past, and I 
have here a cablegram clipped from one of the 
papers showing the way. they treated Australia 
in this matter-

A London magistrate has refused to discharge a habit­
ual criminal with the view of allowing him n last chance 
in Australia. Captain Oollins, in a letter to the Press. 
empha:o:ises that Australia is not a 1ield for dumping un~ 
desirables. 

It h; e,·ic!ently the custom to give them :1 last 
chance, and when they get the last chance they 
must come to Australia. That sort of thing 
should not obtain at the preoent day. I certainly 
hope the Government will in fnture exercise 
proper discriminatiOn in the control of this de­
partment. During the last recess I m~de it my 
busine.<s t'l tr~vel a g·ood deal through Queens­
land, and I nnde inC[uiries into the sLate of the 
laLonr market to foiee if irntuigration was r~ally re­
quirerl, and I fonnd there was abnndance of!abour 
everywhere. As I .~·,aid before, a conspiracy was 
being entered into to cheapen labour. At present 
we find labour cheap, and finding labour cheap 
is the best proof that labour is plentiful, because 
if labour is scarce, in compliance with the law 
of supply and demand, the wages rise. If there is 
~ Rnrp]us of labonr, labonr cotnes down in value. 
!'he fact that lab mr has been particularly cheap 
m Queensland shows there is ample labour to 
meet all the requirement", but the gentlemen 

who control the financial institutions of QneenL­
land-bank~, stations, and lJlant.ations-are not 
content with that. 'rhey recognise that any­
thing tL8.t tt'nds to brillg abont a snrplns of 
labour vv·1ll brinci about luw wages, and of 
course low wagts mean high lJrotit.t-:, and so 
lon~ s they can brin:_" about a ~urplus of 
labour, they do not cJ.re '''hether v.re have wages 
boardF~, ::ubi.tu-ttiun courts, or the Tr::M\e Dis­
putes Bill, or c.ny1 bing else. \Ve c.w have them 
all Ro long as they can have a .surplus nf J/hour­
:so long as there are ten 1uen for or~e w~n s work, 
110thinh would be fffectiYe iu keeping up the 
standard of wages. Thnt is the (JbjecL of 
capitalbt~ in ~emning surplns of lab1•tn". Juttt 
to grve you a ~:nuple of h nv n;atter·; in connec~ 
tion wi\b the labour n!arket lv ... rc ar'"' 111isrepre~ 
sented at bmne, I will n-ftr to an extract vvbich 
1 have taken frmn a home paper, showing the 
grns.;;; misr~prer::enla.tion to which they resort in 
order to flood this country with cheap labour. 
It i" from tbe Hrucick Nev' of ~Oth cTmce, 1908, 
which> ays-

"-ages are lligh in Queensland, the nverage earnings 
of seventy-five men engag-ed in loading and discharging 
steamers: for one '\YePh:, l\Torldng a. good deal of over­
time, however, being J;.J 2s. ;:,nnrtay 1abonr is dis­
couraged, those so enga;red ha-ving to be paid aecording 
to law at least Ss. per hour. 
Now, this statement would lead one to believe itr 
wa~ a wec~k1y occurrence to pay men a.t the rate 
of £5 2s. I rang up the >•ecretary of the Sea­
rnen'o Union the other day, and tried to verify 
that statem8nt, but I find the wages do not 
average £2 a week. 

Mr. l\IANN: That statement wa· written by a 
Qneenslander. 

:0Ir. :MULLAK : 'rhot statement might be 
true a-; far as a particular instance was con­
cerned; but it was printed for the purpose of 
leading people to believe that it was the average 
wage in Queensland. \Vith regard to the 3s. 
per hour for work on Sunda:v. any body at all 
acquainted with the industrial wages of Queens­
land nlnBt look upon that ar: a gross misrepre~ 
sentation of facts. At Charters Towers the men 
who work on 8unday do not get even 18. per 
hour in very many cases. 

The SEORETAHY FOR RAIL\VAYs: That state-­
ment refers to wharf labunrere. 

Mr. MULLAN: The statement leads us to­
believe that Sunday labour is discourared in 
Queensland, but it does not say Sunday labour 
of any particular class. The inference that 
would be drawn from that by men in the old 
~ountry was any labour. In my own electorate 
men are receiving less than ls. an hour for Sunday 
work. It just shows the depths the people will 
stoop to in order to mi.represent the actual facts. 
\Vith regard to the question of irnmigrrttion, our 
party Rre not opposed to immigratidn, bnt we 
d" believe the surplus labour should he first 
absorbed, and we relieve Queensland8rs should 
first get the advantages that are being promised, 
to inllnigrants. rrhat is to say, (-lueenslanders 
should have a prior right to cheap orfree land. \Ve 
should make the c0nditions in Queensland such 
that men would he induced to come here without 
brin.,;ing them by misrepre,;entation. Pe?ple 
wartt to know how you will do that. I beheve 
that cheap land wuuld be a solution of the diffi­
culty. What we W>nt is to giv" the people here 
a chance toff'' on the land. That would be the 
best way to absorb the unen1ployed. I think 
there is no w.1y in which you conld improve the 
indtBtrial conditionS-C«nditions of employment 
-better th:m by putting the men on the land, 
and anything that has f<Jr its objec'. the reduc· 
tion of the price of land, and the f>wilitating of 
the means of getting nn the land, will help to 
relieve the labour market, and wonld of itself 

Mr. Jvi ullan.] 
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make roorr1 for a large mnount uf im1nigration. 
One of the remedies which I suggest in connec­
tion with cheapening the land is the imposition 
of a !ani! value tax. 

0.PPOSITIO~ ::\I.K.UBEHS: Hear, h1 ar! 

Mr. ='>IlJLLAX: Snl'1e days ago an hon. 
1nember wanted to know what was the-' cnnnec­
tion between im1nigration ar1d the land tax.. 
I hope to Hh(l\\ the ,:;onnectiun hPre this evenillg. 
Hon. m em LH:·rd on the (-il)\ ernme11t ;:;ide shudder 
at the very th•n1ght of a land tax. It would 
~end their :-3npportPrs int,) rPvolt. almo~3t imn1e· 
diatdy. But that dors not alte>· the fact that it 
is a good thh1g-. ~\lany Yaiuable things were 
t:i:rst enunciated on this sid8 of the .House, and 
have sinee Leen can·ied iu~n efff:..:~; and Lhi.s is 
also a gu()(l thing. People wn,ut t() know in wha.t 
way a hmd tax willeheapen iand. "\Veil, it will 
do it in this way: ln tra\·e1ling through Queen~­
land recently I f,·und that the Cllt'cie of land 
lnonovoly is ·ran1pant. 'VhPrever yon go along 
our railwt)YH you fin·i ]and nnnccapied in the 
Rense that guocl agricnltmal land is JJOt being 
used. It i~ being bel cl for specnlati ve purpo;.;es by 
financial iustitntinn::-; and financird speculator~. A 
land t ex wonlt! lead to those lands being used, 
becauso it would not pay any man to hold lanll 
for speculative ;._,uq,oses if the1·e wa~:: a fair t[l,X 
hnposed. It. wun~d not pay rmy man to hold 
more land Lhau he could nse ).Jrotitably. The 
result would be that instead of the Gm·ernme!lt 
hasing to pay an euonnons price to repurchase 
the<e estate<, the holders would pnt their land 
on the market, and it wonlcl immediatdy become 
access able tn poor people. Tho>e pour people 
wonld be taken <1ff the labour market, and rounl 
would l:e made f()r irrnnigra.n~s. Dnt an enor· 
mons benefit would alw be deri1·Bd by onr rail­
ways from the profitrtble me «f those lands. For 
year~ past-in fact, ever since the construction 
of rnany of our r 1-ii ways-they have nut been 
carrying, perhaps, 1110re th,n1 nne.fourth of their 
car ""city, ~tnd in ::;ouH~ cas:'·' one·half of their 
capacity . .:\ow, if these railway; were utilic<ecl up 
to anything like their fnll ca1~acity, the railway 
revenue would incrt>a~-;e l~r~lpord.mately) and we 
would be able to reduce taxatiun in ~ome other 
direction; ntJd, althonr·h we 1night irnpuse a 
::-:rrulJl trtx u1·on the farmer iu one di1·ection, 
indirectly we \Vould relie\e him of that tax to, 
perhaps, a greater exlPnt. Of course, I know 
there 1.-{ not rnuch chance of this reform w bile 
the pi'esent genth-men <>ccupy the front Trea"n·y 
hench. 'fhe unJy way to get a land tax, lWr­
haps, is to ge.t. them off that bench ; and pw­
bably that w>ll be sooner· than we imagine. I 
W(Jnld likP now to '3ay n \vord w1th rR:;q\ect 
to the old-age pensions and the w,ty in which 
the Act is being adminiRtered. The Act, as it 
stands, is no rJ,mbc fairly liberal, but I do not 
think it is being interprete(1 in lhe pruv(~t' :-pirit. 
_-\.nybod.v reading the .-\et wonld come tu the 
eonclusion th~\.t any person holding property up 
to a maximnrn (1f £2fi0 u1.n get a. pen~ion of lO.s. 
per wePk, Xow, \vhat are thp, f H.:ts? Supp,)R­
ing n Ula!l has £2fi0 worth of property, the 
first tl1in.; that is done is that the Govern­
Inent HlflkA a reduction of £50. That gives a 
net valneof£:210. Then, for every £1ii of wch value 
a declnction iR made of £1 in the }1ension. In the 
caRe ju~;t mentioned·-where the rerlueed value 'is 
£210-·-th<tt means a reduction of the pension of 
£2G per annum by £14, giYing a net pension of 
!::12-t·qunl to i•. /lcl. ver week. I shall now 
take tlw case of a man who ha-. a prc)lJerty worth 
£15[i; and :tny house 'Lncl furniture that are worth 
having are worth £130. Deducting the. £50, the 
value of the proptrty is £lOG. Dividing that 
by lf> gi,·es a reduction from the penoion uf £7 
-or a pension of £1H"·-ecpral to 7s. :J}d. per week. 
Thi.s operates very harohly in Xorth Queem;-

[Mr. Mullwt. 

land, where the purchasing power of money ii! 
considerably reduced. The valne of property is, 
therefore, excessively high, and a house worth 
living in, ancl with a.nythin~ like aecent furni­
ture, will be mined at £1~ii. A man may have 
had his house for years, and be does not like 
to part with the old home. If he sells his 
honse, the Governnlf'ut will reduce his allow­
ance, and he will have to g-o into &ome miser~ 
able hovel to iive. It. appear., to me that, if a 
rnan has a tent on Charter . ., Tower . .;, and lives 
under the lowe.;t possil.Jle cunclitions, be will get 
hi~ 1()~,·. iL wettk, whereas the m·-tn 1.\ith a decent 
lictle home will have tu sell thilt home before 
he C:ln get ~L penf:i0 11, or, hee:1tL··e of his po:->­
;o;ession of that benne, his pension will be reclnced 
by something like 30 per c:nt. I reallv think 
this m';t.ter should be taken into com;idemtion 
l1y the Gtn~ernment. I have in n1y Inind'~ eye 
tl1e case of an o~d u1an wbo had .. vln1e VPry nice 
furniture and a, very nice hou::-:P. He did not 
like to break up his honle or to ma.ke away \\ ith 
his furniture. He could bave fa\;ified his re­
turn, 1 erhars, by making away with his furni­
ture, hnt he was too honest to clo th ·t. The 
resnlt is that he is now gettir;g a mi>erable 
pitt.1nce instead of drawing the maximum pen­
.-.::.iun. 'Ve were ~lsJ given t,., understand when 
the Bill w>ts going through that the Govern­
lnent wonld not interpre~ ~trictly the prn. 
vi~inii.s with rPgard to nn npplie1nt's character. 
It is not fair to impose penalties on a Inan 
for a vi me for which he ha-; tL!rearly suffered; 
bnu I know tha~ rr1en are Huffering severely 
at the present time on this account. The 
ltmnber of n.pplicants for old-agr~ pensions on 
Charters Towers WC!.S 337. Out of that number 
only lHI got full pensions, Lhirty-eight got 
reduced pensions under the conditions 1 ha\ e 
described, and forty-one were tJOt able to prove 
their age. It is a real hardship to men to 
ha ''e to prove their ag-2. Several men left home 
when they were very young, and they h!1ve no 
data to which they ctn refer to prove then' age, 
Rnd tht~ Government nfficer. in consequence, 
refnse8 their applicatinn..:;, Su1netin1e~:-J a man 
referred the officer to his marriage lines as data 
on which to base hh rrge, and the officer immedi­
ate]· . .- set to work to bift ou ~ something which 
wot;lcl conflict with that evi,]ence. It is the 
eetsiest thing· in the \\ orld to tinrl conflicting 
evidence on a matter of this !dnd. I will 
f;ive you SJlne c:tseR in point .. A_tnong the 
1orty.onP: per:;;;ons whose R.pphcatwnH were re­
fused were several tHen whose Rges appeared tn 
be m·er sixty-five ye,.rs according to their mar­
riage lines, but owing to an unfortunate error 
made hy the wife nf th~ a;.plic<nt in rAg·i~tet·ing 
t.he birth of sonw members of the family, he was put 
in the position of having to prove his age by sorne 
other rnethod. Thi;;;;:, in 111any cw::es, was well­
nigh irnpo~Rihle. In C::t>;PR where the Comrni:-:sioner 
really believes that a. ma.n is over sixty-five yettr~ 
of fl"'e he ought to ?'rant the pt>nHiun \\'ithout any 
hv~i7ation. · I kn(~V several cases where n1en 
have been refosed the pemion b cause they were 
not s.ixty.five, and I an1 sure that any nletnbf'Tnf 
this House would convict the applicant of being 
over se,·enty.five. Then we had eleven a.pplica­
tiond reject~d on the ground th~t the n,pplicant:;; 
were of inten1perate habits~not lrading) as tile 
m:rgistra>e sccid, reput><ble livts. \Ve had a dis­
pute uver that >llatter when the Bill WC\S hef?re 
this House, and I pHticularly remember oskmg 
the :\Iini,ter what was meant bv tl.ttt l'hrase. 
\Ve were clearly given to unclerstar;d at that time 
tho,t the phrase wnnld be interpreted in a most 
liberal spirit, "nd that where a man was leadmg 
a temperate life for some time imn1edia.tely pre­
ceding- the date of his applic::ttion, his application 
would be favourably entertained. But that has 
not been tbe case. I know that in several cases the 
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,,tficer has sifted information on which he could 
depri\·e old people of 1·pnsions . .....-\g-ajn, pen~ioners 
"''ere kept unduly lnng uut uf their pent<ion;,;. 
The peusions were provided for front~] une lr:tst, 
and in 'el-d'<ll case, tlwy have not been pa.id yet. 
In fact, :3eYeral per.5on~ in 1ny con:;tituency who 
were eutitJed to pensio! N dit:;d before receiYing 
any payHH.:nt. \Vhen the Bill was going through 
the Hou~e we rai~ed the question of invalid pen­
sions. \Ve tried to get a chtuse inserted providing 
for inv<tlid pensious as well as old¥:1ge pen::;iuns, 
and the Mini•;ter gave us to understand that be 
would nr•t Lr.ly CCJlHider that que,tion during- the 
rece>s, but that he would revi,e the whole 
que.-.;t.ion of indigene~ allov. anccs, beea.use, as\\ J> 

pointed out, it wct~ illogical to give one man a 
})ension of 10s. snd unother a pcn.Jion of 5s. 
a we·13k. If it be a legitimate thing to give 
a nwn who is over ,:.;ixt.,~-fi ve years a pension of 
10:5. a week. hecau~a of hi~ age, and that 
penHion i . .:; eonsidered fr1ir and ~utfcient, 1c i:":J 

·equally legiti111ate and fn.:r tq gi,·e the ~ame pen­
sion to a man whn i~ sixty-four yeari'l of age and 
an invalid. Tt1e ::\Iini . .:;ter made a solemn proml~~ 
at the time that he would rev be the whole qm'" 
tion, hut UlJ to the pre~rnt he has not considert::"tl 
it at all. I hot-Je tha.t the Goverrnn2nt, or rather 
a Government, will nnt bP so re~ni:s.s ov~er thi...; 
111atter in the t1ex t reCt"'•1'\ as the p1 eRent ( }overn­
lnent ha\'e been n~ to the pre~ent time .. Just one 
or two word.-; n1ore, anrl. I am .].me. I wi~h 
1niefty to refer tn the l::tnLL'.l admini.-;tr;tti!)n, I 
think nubody will deny that the late ::\linister 
for Lands rnnde an hone,t effort to arlminister 
.the L"nd' Department impartiaHy and well, 
and no doub~ he p.utht!ly wcceeded. At 
the .'3ame time-, it nin'3t be patent to any D'lan 
that there a1 e ;orne >erious defects in the 
systeu1 of land aJ mini~trrtliflP. Speaking as a 
layrnan oa tbi:o~ fo;nhjPct (If land adminislrat.inn, it 
seems t1) me that it ~honld not he nece.,~ary 
in a St •te like Queen,]ancl. for a man to have 
to wait two or three yearH tn obtain land, 
when at the same time we ;tre tellinc: people 
in London that \Vl~ will gh·A then' free land. I 
know sevtral f"t-<PS where 1nen thought they 
wouirl hase no difticu1ty in obtaining l? .. nd, and 
yet h3d to wait rna.ny munthH before they got 
land. The members 0[ thP v,ll!Ce Group, at 
Cha.rtPrS rrowerR, thought tLey would haYe no 
clitficuhy in obtaining- land, and yet many of 
them had consumed their OWl! capital before 
they were able to s :cure land. That is a most 
rler):!lrablP cnud.itiun nf thin~s. ~-\gain, theEvelyn 
({roup bad to wait eighteen months before they 
could get land, and they are not on the land yet, 
and mav not be on the land for a con,iderable 
time. ·There arf! a.!~o at pn-;;;ent fifty-two 
fan1ilics in a gl'oUp at CbarterR Towers who are 
looking- for lr.nd in va,in. I am quite sati,;fic;d 
that if the Minister g.,ve me a gnarantee to­
morrow that he would n1eet me in the matter of 
supplying land I would have no ,] fficulty in 
finding- an additional 200 fan,ilies who would 
take up lnHl. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Have you 
Leen to "ee the ::\Ii ni,ter? 

:\Ir. :?dULLAN : I will "how the hon. gentie­
n1an the corrt-f:JJOndencL' which ha.'l taken p:ace. 
'Tho~e fifty-tw~ :aruiiiPs ha\'e bePn applying­
almmt :>ppealing-to the :I\Iini"ter for Lands. 
In tbe last letter I got from :> member of the 
~aoup the 'vriler :::aid,"' i\Iy pa.rtir~nlar feeling- in 
the matter i that of despair." Th>tt letter I c ttl 
show the hon. gentlenwn to-1norrow. 

The SECRETARY PO!t RAILWAYS: I say, ha Ye 
yon app\ie'l to the Minister'? 

::\Ir. :\llULLAN: \Ve have heen to the LuHls 
Department fr, qnently, but we WlTB met with 
the same olrl ~ry, "\V•' are getting nn ""rapidly 
as we can in the matter of survey ; we are doing 

P\·erythiug in onr power to 1neet the c.:_~.;;;e .. , _\.nd 
I believe 1 he_y nre doing e\·erytbing in their 
lHHVfr, wbich i..-; not 8aying rnnch ; bn!; en~ry­
t hing- in their power is not snliieient for (~ueens­
l;~nd. S<>mething- should be done to remedy this 
evil (Jf rlblav. \Vhat we want i~ deceutralis;ltion 
of tLe Lands llepart.ment. It is on inrmenee de­
partment, and it i.;; aln1nsb in1p<Y'''ihle f 1ll' anv one 
hnm,ln bdng to admiui.st~:-r it efficiently. I ::;ay 
that without intending any reflt·ction on the pre­
·.,ent or pn~t l\.1inister. IL i iln endnW1Us de1)art-
1nent, and in a State Rn lX~.ein:i,·e as l~.u,·en::<land, 
rw rnatlt-r how the J\Iinistet u:ay f nrlPa ,·our to 
llJt'E!b the rHlnirenJelJts <Jf the StatP, he nH1st, 
in my opinio.:, fall Rhort nf \V hat i.-; l EZ-lnired. 
I bt:1ie' e rlrcentrali~ation woulrl to a large ex­
tent cope "ith M<mce of the- difficulty. I think 
that y()ll mi.~ht hrf ak up the n1ann.g-emeut of 
the LandR llepartment into about six different 

di~tricb·, I an1 ju:5t gidng what is 
[~.:30 p.m.] w.v npi11ion. I was rtsked to supply 

a rem~--d.v, antl I want to casually 
Angge:-;~, tlJi-.:: I t.hink if "' e had Cl·ntJ es at 
Drish1ne, Ton\\'OOHlba, ~Ln yburongh, Rock­
hanlpton, 'Townsy:Jie-, and Cairns, wneh n1ight 
be done to 1nitigate whnt., in my opinicm, is un­
axoidablP, owing to the concentration of nll the 
work of tbiR eunrmous department in (Jne place. 
Another thing. 1 think a ~y~ten1 mi~·i:t be 
adopted which W<•uld help to bring- abont t.his de­
centrali;;;atiou; thi:tt i.::', to ch-\·i::-.e :c-ouJenletlwd-1 
recocrni~P that. there is a difficulty. and 1t i~ not 
a m~tter \~'llich any IlJall can jU~np ha~til)· at 
and ,...;:1y hA has s<Jlve>d it-bu::. I reall!'· think 
there is f:Ufficie11t tah~nt in nnr Lan(iR [)ppart­
Hlent1o~du thi:-·. \Yhyi.;; therenntamethod 
adoptc,l by which "e can lJ:n-e eelecti"ll before 
BUrvey? I he liel'e that would help. 

Thf' SECHE'rARY FOB AGRICFLTCRE: \Ye 
tried. that many years ag-o, under the 1868 
Act. 

:\Ir. MULLAl\: The :\Tinister for Lands 
will reil you that one of the difficultic> he has 
to contend \Vith in sctt1ing men on land 111 

the North i' that lw cannot fiud >m'Ye.1·ore. 
These rnen ha.Ye a.ppea1cd again and aga.i11, 
as the :!\finister lnio,.vs. for pcrrnis~ion to go 
on this la.nd. anrl take it up m!Jj<:>d to •urvey 
later on. This propo.sa,1 rnay sc--en1 at ya,riance 
"·ith established pustoms. 

The H01IE SECRETARY: \Yha.t tLcy asl<crl 
wa:;;, not selection before .sury-ey. ]~hPy W(lllted 
to p;o on aft.er the designing had t1.ken pla.ce, 
and before thE' permanent wn-ey. One of the 
trouhles ''as that it. was jungle country. and 
"·e had to ya]ue the timber, a.nd also to Ya.lue 
each block before we knew what the price 
"·as. That has contribmed to the c'·],y. 

:\Ir. ?IIULL_\N: The cornpla.int which they 
p;aYe to lll{'-, and \vhich they conyeyec1 as fa.r 
as I can learn to the Lands DPpartnwnL was 
that they were prepared to start straightawa.y 
with cattle a.nd hones and mol!ey--they wer<' 
]W<'parec! to tn'k oYcrlancL :\lr. Snllcnx made 
a prop<'·,al that ]Je . ·a.s .r.rcpar<;d to t!·ek ov<'l'­
land with fiftv-two fa.mtheR, w1th then· capieal 
and all tlwir i;elongings, if the liTinister woulr! 
onlv ensure tlw occupancy of the land. All 
theV wanted wa.s to be given a ba>"e lin{'. a11.d 
so iong as they were approximately near therr 
own lands thev dict not n1ind haYing to n10Y'(l. 
in several hun-~hed yards. 

The HoME SECRETARY: You make a. mis­
ta.kp, They do not like to haYe to rcnwnl. 

Mr. :\IULLAN: \\'here is the clifficulty? 
Take the administration of the l\Iines Depart­
n1ent. Do men '-'"'ait for a surYPY hc·fore they 
peg out a goldmine? ~ o, 'i\'e go out and peg 
out our ]and and Rometim<'' commence to 
work that land immediately, and within a few 

lflr MvBa'!'l.] 
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days we apply to the warden. It may be a 
considerable time before the warden grants 
that land. 

'l'he SECRE'i"ARY FOH RAILWAYS: That is 
selection before survey. 

!\Tr. Ml'LLAN: It may be a long time 
before it is wrveyed, yet this land ma._,­
advancf in value hundreds or thousands 
of pounds. These men are frequently CDm­
polled to bring in their pegs. They peg out 
the land subject tD survey, and subject to tll0 
decision of the warden later Dn, and in the 
sa,me v:a,y I cDn!And that a selector cDuld 
select his Iand~could peg Dut his land approxi­
matBly, subject to survey later on. There 
might be Dne or twD c:tse· Df hardship where 
men might have to shift owing to deviation of 
creeks and other difficulties. but in the ao;gre­
gate I think a gTeat deal Df benefit would be 
conferred on the people, am] I wDuld ask the 
Dopa.rtment not to appwach the sucgestion in 
a conservative spirit, lmt to cons1der it for 
what it is worth. Of course, this is the place 
tD Dffer Dpinions as to any metlwds. 

The Ho:I1:E SECRETARY: Somethiug might 
be dm1e in that direction, but I do tlDt believe, 
unless you have enough sur\+eyor;::, that any­
thing cDuld be don<c to obviate the difficulty. 
I a.rn certainly as anxious as a.ny member of 
that group to put them on the land. 

?\Ir. ~\IULLAN: I admitted at the outset that 
the hou. gentleman was impartially trying to 
deal wiJ·h what was, to my mind, an impos­
sible task for any one man to efficiently and 
adequately perform in (~ueensland. I am 
making no reflection on tho hon. gentleman. 
I honestly believe he used his best endeavours, 
hut his best endeaYours in dealing with such 
an enormous question was perhaps not the 
bE\st solution, and I think we can vastly 
improve conditions by adopting some other 
methods. I do not know what methods we 
will have to adopt, but something will have 
to be clone to assist men to get on the land. 

The HOJ\IE SECRETAHY: There is no royal 
road to do it; the only way to do it is to 
survev the country first. 
Mr~ HARDACRE ,"There is a royal road, but 

they have not discovered it. 

Mr. JIULLAN: The difficulty is to discover 
i-t. I do not think there is any other matter I 
ret1uire to deal with to-night. I lwpe, in 
oonn<>ctiou with the land,; que,;tion, that t11e 
:Yiinister will sympathetically deal with the 
few suggestions I have made regarding decen­
tralisation and ··election before survey. 

:\Ir. JO::'\ES (Rurnctt): J\lr. Speakor,-­
Thc Hmm SEC'RETARY: Are you going in 

for selection before survey? 

Mr. JOKES: No. I want to deal with the 
deplorable disaster at Mount Morgan, and, in 
common with other hon. members, I express 
my sympathy with the relatives _of the vic~ims. 
Tho'e of us who have had mmmg expenence 
can certainly feel for them. I think a mistake 
has been made in allowing the mining in­
spector to comlnct the inquiry. Certain re­
solutions were passed by the Miners' Union at 
Mount :\Iorgan. which, I think. will commend 
itsdf to the :\Iinister for Mines, and I purpose 
reading- 0110 or two of the resolutions, which 
arc as -fDllow :~ 

1. Delete :-:nbel~nse 6 of Plnu~e 10:5, which give~ in­
spectors pOWPl' to :-rppear at itl(Jllirie:-: into Rceident•", 
and examine and cross examine "·itne-sses. 

2. }lake clan:;e HIS react: "The Emplo.rees Protective 
Association mav appoint two competent representatives 
to ar~omp~ny the ins:pedor in his exA.miuation of the 
workings, and tllP, representativr" ~o appointcll shall 

[Mr. Mullan. 

recorrl the re~ultE~ of ~neh :·xamination in a book to .btr 
ke1Jt at the miue for that pun,r'"e, m,ct mH.V also }Jl\1)lish 
their report in a Jot>al ntw:o;pHJ•er. }\Jr the l1Hrposc:o; oi 
this dausc the in::;peotur shall notify the Employees' 
A~'-"·Ol'iation vE 1lle date of hi~ intended e:\:amination. 

:1. Am curl C-!lCU1~8 207 by lll"tkitlg" it inc-!ndc 11rOtc.cti\:e 
A~socht.ion::::, a11d ldako tlw ~econ'l paragrapll of th1.; 
clanse re.L(l: The \'f .trdLn ~hall retillC''-t tho l·~m~loyees 
PrntPcti,-e Association 1o ap110int a rcpre'-entativP tc 
examine the S\~€nP of accicient and l'C'l)ort t.o him the 
result of hi!'; examination." 

I quote that lwfore reading a letter in the 
newspaper by a miner who had ~een wDrlnng 
in :\lount MDrgau, and he predwted anoTher 
falL I think every care e.hould be taken m fl 

large dividend-pa.ying 1ninP. 
l\Ir. MA :\iN: In every nth or mine, too. 

J\Ir. JON'ER: Yes. There is no excuse for 
the )IDunt J\'Iorgan 1\,Tine, a.lthough we cannot 
attach blame tD anyDnc. 

The SECRETAHY FOU AGRIOT:LTUHE: You do­
not attribute ca.relcssness to acnybody? 

:\11'. ,JOKES: ~o, not at all: but I think 
the greatest can' should be taken .. and there J·, 

110 exruse for a large l'lrndend-pa_-png- m1nc. I 
be·lieve the l\!ount J\Ioro;a.n l'llinc up tD a year 
or twD agD ranked fn·st as a dividend-paying­
g-Dldmine. The safety of the mmer should 
be the first consideration. 

l\Ir. CoWAP: Are they not always taking 
great care of their men ? 

:\lr. JONE>:l: The inquiry has not prDved w. 
Thev cne:au£>d in a syst·em which was not as 
sa.feo>as the ·previDus chamber system. 

l\Ir. :\IAXWELL: That ·,vas the first time that 
thev ever wDrked the chamber system. 

l\Ir. :\IANN: The pigstyc system. 

1\Ir. JONES: AlthDugh this State is p~e­
emincntly adapted for agriculture, and wlule 
I think 'that aariculture will be tho first m­
dustry that we ~hall have, there is another ir:· 
dustrv that is equally important, and that 19 
the ill'ining industry. While I do not pPOpoe<> ta. 
ao Dver other matters that other hon. members 
have spoken Dn, such as the financial relations 
between the Commonw0alth and the StatBs. I 
propose to deal only with the mining and 
agricultural industrie-.,. 

:\lr. J\IANN: And land settlement. 

:\Ir. JOXER: That pertains to agriculture. 
While I think that the agricultural industry 
will be the first in the State, we cannot over-­
look the fact that the mining industry ts a 
reYomw-producing industry. and has bee;n a 
great help to the State in the past, especially 
in times of drought. I do not know whether 
the appointment of the hon. member . for 
Albri't to the position of Minister for Mm<;s 
is to be taken that the Premier ignores this 
industry. as I am not aware that the hor:. 
membe~- for Albort has had any wide expert­
f'llCO of rnining. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAII.WAYS: But you ~re· 
a ware that hc is a member of a profess!On 
which is required to delve into all matters. 
(Laughter.) 

l\Ir. JOKES: Some argue that a Mit;ister 
can administer his department better If he 
has no special lmowledge of the industry. at 
all, heca use he will be guided by the. opm!Dn 
of hie; <experts, and would not be hkely. to 
flaunt his little' knowledge over the h1gh 
opinion held by his officers. ., . 

Thr SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: ' A l~ttJ~ 
lmowleclge is a dangerous thing," you thmk .· 

:\Ir. JONES: Probably there is something 
in that argument. Howe~er, I am gomg to 
judge tho l\Iinister for Mmes by results. It 
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oul11 h0 yrrv unfair for n1c to :.:av this eYen­
·~llg- that he "\~ill not make a good 5tTinist('r for 
~\lines. 

Tho :->r-:CRETARY ron ltHL\nYs: Ho will 
'i!Htke an ab;iOlLttcly good }Iini:-:;ter for l\.Iincs 
.dl right. 

:vL·. JOXES: I do not think ho has had a 
YPry big n1ining experience 

::Hr. !vlAX:'>i : Do you prcfor him to som0 of 
tho lflining nwmb0rs---say. the hon. mBmbcr 
for Bnrke or ih0 hon. member for Fitzroy '? 

-.. ..- ...-r.-...-1-.,-, r t 1 , · 1 " , 1 
.:_Hr. t.J\_jl_"'.L' . .n:~; _l_ \VUltllt Gl'Llilllll)' _l)l.t'"Ler l!Ht:l 

prcsc•nt l\Iinistcr to the hon. member for 
Fitzroy. I h'no heard the :\Iinister say in this 
Chamlwr that he was a State socialist. 

The ~ECI<ET ~\.1W FOR :\fiNES: IIear, hea.r ~ 

:\lr .• TO::\EO:l: And he now confirms that 
::;tah_•n1f'1Jl. 

:\fr. HARDACI~E (to the :\linister): Come over 
io this .ide of the House. 

.\lr .. JONES: I acsre<e with the :\linister that 
he is :;.ineere in that -exprcs~ion-~ 

The SECRETARY FOR R.IIL\\"AYS: State Lat­
t<'l'if' ll{! ,·. 

:\Ir. JONES: .\m! I trw l that \Ye mav now 
:-;ec the t-~tabli:-;hment of ;-)rate lm.ttcries." Statf> 
metallurgical works and State smelters. That 
·[~ State ~ocialisrn. The productkm of gold for 
tho year 1207 v,as ]p,.s th:-tn a.ny previous year 
for the pa't ten years. In 1898. the State re­
turned .u·olcl to the valw of £2."150,348; :n 
18S9 it was £·~.838,446: in 1900. the value of 
gold ret.urnccl was £2 071.000; and it goes on 
for < \'f'l':V yea.r until 1906. when the va.lno was 
over £:2.000,000. In 1907, the Yaluc of gold 
produopd wa.s only £1.9i8.9:l8. So, therefor0. 
although there hcts been 'ur incrc· rse in thP 
pr,Klnetion of other n1ic -'ra1~. a.nd a1so -in thPir 
Yah~e, there has heeu a decided decrea,e in thn 
production of 1Q.okl, clue. in rn:v opinion. to the• 
lr-.ck of assistJ..nc-e that ;ha.t i11du~trv htLS received 
frorn the present Go, .ernrneiH a.-n(l abo frorn 
past Governments. I do not wish hero to 
a,ttacli any b]a rrw to a.ny officer <Jf tllf-' depart­
JJlC'llt -or to the pr{:'.;;cnt .\Ii11i--try. I think it i" 
duf' to Parlian1ent in not l.oting :"ufficient fund:-; 
-and pas..,ing n1.easures , •'!Jich \Yill rnaterially 
a.ssi:;t in the greater j)roclnctiou of that Yal,l­
a.bk· rnincral. In n1y opinion, the best mann2'' 
of a.s,isting the inclustry would he by e'"tablisb­
;ng Stat<e mBtallurgical works. Queensland 
badly HN'cls np-to-cla.te ·.nlfb o£ that descrip­
tion in ~ornc C{'llt.ral place, \"'i here a Iniu·Pr rnay 
send his ore aud have 1t treat0d. That can 
be followed by tho cstaDlishment, of State bat­
teries a.ncl State smelter-. In \Yesteru Am:­
tralia Stato batteries have be<en succes.sful, and. 
although J am Yery vv.cll a.warc tba.t iu the last 
,:;ear. acctwdiug to the r<'purt fron1 the Cncle'..'­
;-)ecrct.a.ry for ~iiuc:-:; in \Y·e::;tern _Au·-tralia, 
t h(•re is a slight shorta.ge, still \VC ca11 say they 
l1aYe Le{~ll succ{-'-5:~ful. In the yf'ar prt~Yious. I 
think ther.;), \Vas a. credit 1._~u]aJtc:e in f<-LYOUl' of 
:-)ta.t{' batteries. 

:\I r. 1\·L'\X\YFLL: ·rherP never ha.:' be€n a. 
cr~~dit l'ala.nc(~. 

~1r. JONES: Yes, I think the year before 
last shower] a rrerlit balance. They h[\ve been 
sucoccsful in this way: In \Y '"tern Australia 
thev are not credited with the amount of 
revenue that is produced in other wayfl, such 
as opening np of mining fields, which 
naturally cau~es a great llHLllY rnGJre n1iners' 
rights to l1e taken out, and so forth. Xow, 
we have harl works in Queensland at Alder­
ohot, privately-owned works, and I knc~w that 
they W('fO of very great benefit to the n1iners 
in the district which I haYe the honour to 

represent.. Still they were never thmoughly 
satisfierl, and I do not think t.he miners will 
PY('l' be sat1;..;fi('r1 'vith privately-ovnlC'd works. 

Mr. l\IAX\\"ELL: The people who wore run­
nillg the Aldershot worb lost £250,000 owr 
thf'in. did the:v IH>i. 

:\h. JO::\"ES: Yes. probably they lost some­
thing, and I will tell the hon. member how 
they met with that loss. I do not think that 
privately-owned wmks will evPr give the 
satisaction that State-owned works would 
give, and now ls an opportune tirnc~ for the 
:-\tatc to step lll and establish titatb works . 
Then~ arc no priYately-ov;,'ncd works opcrat1ng 
in this St.ate. and miners have to send their 
ore to Southern States or ovcrsoa. I maintain 
that the Go' ornment could run their works 
cheaper. a.nd treat thP ore cheaper, than 
private people can do. The hon. member for 
Bnrke intcrjpctcd a moment ago that the 
~\lclc>rshot peoplP ran their works at a loss. 
The re~son for that wa.s, like other privately­
owned works in Australia, they did not con­
fine themschcs to their legitimate business. 

:\lr. :\L\XWELL: I would like to sec you 
teach them. 

Mr. J0.0:ES: I am not attempting to teach 
llwm. but they engaged largely in mmmg 
:-;pccula.t ions. 

:\fr. HARD,\CRE: Outside the ore? 

Mr. JONES: Yes. The first diyidencls of 
the shareholders were used for the shareholders 
in rnining and mining speculations. 

:\Ir. -:\IAXWELL: Can you tell me any success­
ful private mining company that. did not have 
a mine of their own? 

:'.[!" .• )0::\E~: It is not iho duty of tho Go­
Y<'rnnwllt. to eng-agP largely in rnining specuM 
iation, hut it is the duty of the Government to 
f>~tabli::.h ~tatc -,,·orks where the miner can 
haYc his on' treatNL \Vc know that the 
char_uc~ ITI<Hh~ by p1·ivat~e \.'orks are ve~·y exorM 
bitant. and \\"e. know that the rlecluctrons arc 
H) lr'l'r>,at that had tht•Y confined thPmsdves to 
thPir l('t;itirnatP bu~i~10ss it rnust have paid 
hand:-'orr;clv. hccausf' thC' miner. to use a 
rath9r ha1:d 0xprcssion, has in many cases 
been robhcrl. 

:\Ir. HARD.\.CRE: Or" has been sent to Ger­
many. and treated at less cost. 

),[r. ,}0::\ES: YPs. I clealt hero previously 
\\"ith the qtH'~tion of Staff-, works anrl private 
''"orks. and I quoted figures. whirh have not 
bePn cnnh'OYf'rt('d. shov,;ing- that. oro valued at 
£30 a ton wa' smc•ltcrl at a cost to th0 miner 
of £1.1 per ton: so that half th" valne wont in 
c:harg-('~ for t rPa tm0nt. 

:'llr. '\"IAX\\"ELL: Rin[( off' 

::\Ir. ,JO::\ES: 'l'hm-c is no "ring off" about 
it. Tlw fi[(nrcs arc absolutely true. Of 
C"Hlrse. I rlo not mean to say that. if tho valu0 
of the ore har! been £100, thf' cost would have, 
been £~0: but, in the> case I mentioned. the 
minN got only half the Yalue of the ore. 

:\It'. :\I AX\YFLL: I sent some orp. valued at 
£13 a ton. and the chargef; wcrf\ only £S a 
ton. 

..\Jr .. JO::\ES: A number of miners presented 
a petition to the hLt{' ::\linistr>r_ for ~Ii!lf'S a.sk­
inf!' fDr tlK' establi:.:hnwnt of a ~tate batt.orv at 
a. cost of £1.500. Hf're was " I!On,; firlr- offer. 
They guaranteed to keep the battery going a 
certai11 numbE-~r of hours per day: they gua­
ranteed a certain t.{)una.ge of on~ per week t<J 
cru'h: thev ~·nara.nked th<' interest on the 
cost of the. e;·,ction ol the lJattery: and the 

Mr. Jones.] 
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paltry ~tun of £L;J(}l) wu,,, n"fu~r-d. TlH're a.re 
ma.ny pla.C{'."' iu (JueeiHdalld when.". if there 
v:t'n' a mJall ten-head battorv ~rectod for tlw 
H1illcr. iJJ:-;tea.d' of ha.Y.ing 10 .-..:.~·nd hi:-; or{'' over~ 
S{'a am! by ra,il. it would not only ht>lp him hut 
would lwlp to hmlcl up rna.nv u:ood minino 
field-- and the State y,'onld ·clc\·ivf-' a. {·o.od 
amount ~)f re\~enue in that wa.y. lJJ th0 Spe0ch 
UIH1{'l' db(;U:-;:-;lml WP prorui::-ed 1:1 ::\li11ing 
{Pl Private Property ! . I do not know th~t 
it wiJl Dl('{'t Y'i'ith the a-pproval of {'Yerv rniniup· 
1TH'nl1lPl'. though WP c<'rtainlv b€lic,~e ii~ 
nJillillg on priv1.-:ttC' propprtv. I ita.Yc onlv l1ad 
~ :-.hort f.dauce ~t thP Bill.' bHi· rny impr0ssion 
1"- that accorrhng to th<' Hlf'asure anvone 
mi_niug· for gold will not lx' able h) 1nin~ oH 

pnYa.t.r projwrt)' if that pmperl0• has been 
aJH::.na.tf'd pnor to the pas:-:..in.Q· of thC' Act.. I 
would lib• tlw ~linidN to tell lllC' if that. inter­
prf'ta.tion i~ correct. 

Tiw. SECHETARY FOR ~IIN}:f;: I a111 hardly 
r:r{'PUJ'Pcl a.t. the pre."Pnt tinw to ~jy.p. 1nforn1a~ 
tlon \~liich I shal1 b ... preparl. .. ~d to .2.-iYC' 011 thu 
second reacJmg· ot the Jlill: but if tlw hon. 
~entlema.n will rea,d the mca•lll'<' lw will find 
that th{• Ci'Own ha,s a.lwa.v' reseJTt>cl tlw g·old 
nncl0r thr lam!. · · 

.\lr. J 0:\fES: A Bl! to deal with miniuo on 
private P!·opc>;rty iu QuPensJand i."-' very n;ce:;;~ 
sa.ry. ""\"\ ·P ha Ye kno1.n1 case~ i11 Cloncurrv 
vdwrc·. ruiners have. beeu irnpri~oued for rnining· 
on pnYate property. The owuers of the pro­
l.Jert.y 111 ono caf'B knew that thf' rn.Pn w-ere 
mining there, and waited until thBv ha<l taken 
out a. ]a,rge quantity of Dre. Then the men 
wf're a.rrcsted. In l\Ioun t Perrv a svndica,te 
'JWnt £;]()()on priva,tp property. ~nd a,her they 
had snnk a shaft and got going in fai~ 
ordt>r the owners took possessim1 of the pro­
perty. The,nl were no arrests in that cast>. 
That i~ du0 to a11 unju:3t Act pas~ed in 1872 
whereby a lot. of 1nineral lands 1veTe n1ad~ 
freehold: and in many cases some of the land 
is. not .n~t made _-fr<>eholcl. but immediately a 
rn1n0r Intnes on 1t. the ]and can hf' made free­
hold by t-he payment of a small deed fee of 
r.bont £2. Going hadc to the qut>stion of the 
Aldershot. Smelting· \Yorks. on two or thrw 
occasions we have aclvocat<>cl the purchase of 
those works b:-- the Governmt>nt.. Tht>v ar0 
up-t(>cltLtc. an_d are Yf'I'Y COllY81li{'Jlt]y p!a{;ed, 
and n0ar coal. The Jiuryborouuh Chronide, 
wb1ch 1s a paper supporting· the pr{'s-<?nt Go~ 
vernmen t, referring in a leading article to the 
v·ork:..;. ~aid thi'-'--

'rhe fl1 ''"'1l'Hhlcne~s Of CRtalJli:o:hiHg ~H.atr l'l'll~hing 
lmtterie:-: in various parts of the conntrv has rt!rcady 
lJeen H.llirmed. H.nd a State smelting workS for tlH'l treai­
lnPllt ot the more refracton or,os ant.l n·'"idncs is to be 
reg-arde(l a<..: a ncce.s~ary feature of that pnlky. In 
consi.dr>ring tho proposition of tlto State aeqnbitio11 of 
the Alder:-:hot Smelting 1Yorkf', the r-auses of the com­
pany'~ f' •t-:~ation of operation~, :md whether they wonltl 
OCC'Ur nnner local and .State mvncrslllp and tiutnHgc~ 
ltlent. wonhl of eonr~e need iuve:::tigation. and we fcPl 
confident it would Oc fonnd th::~ t :-:ome of the ellict 
can:-:;1;;; of iailm·e would not apr•ly nndrr the altered 
condition:-;, which wonlcl he :.lceompanieLl hv sperial 
factors whir.h wonld make for the sne<~ess fJf the enter­
prbe lJoth direc·tJ~· and in<lireetly. At "the Yery lef-tst, 
serions investigation of thfl merit:-: of the prnpo~al 1 o 
natiom\li:-:e the Aldershot works ~llonl<..l be made, 
e~pPcial!y if. as may he a;;;snrned, the Statp <'ttn ncqnire 
thc.-::c \York:<. at a compm·ativcly low !ignre. Sneli an 
inve3tment sl!onlrt in<lced be a bargain for the ~Hate. 
rrhe "\YOrks arr sitnate<l 011 1.100 acres of lan(l, with 
permanent water. ~centred by a clam. They are very 
e-xtensive HUrt romplete in equipment, m1ll wit.h a, 
further mocl.l'rate cxpendit.nre--wldch we are informed 
was in contemplation when operation~ ccm'f~d-would 
be capable of treati11g 20.~JOO tons of ore per annum. 
In the mnttPr nf location. the site of the .. \ldersl10t 
work.o:. conl(l hardly be im}H'OYed upon, nnd this factor. 
at any ratr. cannot hr~ ur,:;ed as a cause of the present 
suspension of operations. 

[Mr . .!ones. 

l haxP adY{JCUt('d tJ1at pn'Yiou.-..lv in thi..., Chan1~ 
h•r. u.ud I think it \'i·ould h:."' of gn.la.t a,".""i::-tanc.e. 

to tl1c incl11 trv if t!H' ;-)pcrctarv for 
[9 p.n1.] ~\lill.C'S would ·giye that cotbirlcr~t-

tioJJ. ""\Yln· cannot WP follow ~n 
tlu• lilll'' of IV<'.-terll -,\u.stralia': Smclv, fnr 
th(' {'Xpenditur-e of a few paltr~ thou:;;a.nd~ a. 
yt:•ar. we would receiH• a. corrC':-'JlOl1diu,!..!" beuf-'­
fit. a,llll it woulcl opell i!p vcn nmuv fi<>lcl, tha.t 
are lying idle to-day. a.nd o:; \vhicil :fi0ld~ it i:-' 
kJJown tlH'l'f' i~ va.:·t min£,ral \Vealth. In ~ew 
7:{1 a.land a.J~n dtPy haY(' !.'one as far a:;; haYin,~· 
~t:1h• coahuill{'S. and tlH' 11011. ll1C'nllJ<.'r canllot 
c~nntradict Ill(' ill that. L, ... catHC' r ha.YC' the. 
fig·ure . .; hPrP. 'l'he State' coalmines in :\{'w 
ZPa.lalld aT{' YC'r,V profita.tdP. South ~\u:-tralia. 
too, j, a.rranginu· to huv a coa.ln1jnp in rw. 
<)1"lJC'J' ;:.;tatc--in ~ew ..:.:.on.i"ll ""\Ya;1t'~. 

\Jr. Cn_-\.XT: ""\Ye 11::1Ye a Sta.t-c coa.lmine. 

ThP Sr:cRr~TA .. r!Y FOP. "\IIXES: Thcv llaYf' 110 
coal in ~outh ...:\.u~tralia: that i~ tlH,·tronble. 

:lfv .. JO:'\ES: YPt here. ctllhoudl W<' ha no 
tlw llJIJIC'~. "\YC' do not \:twk then1 by the Stat~'. 

~\lr. Bow:liAX: Thev has<> a ]iye Lahmr Pr<'­
Jnit'r in South A n~,tra.lia.. 

:'dr . .JOC\E:';: In that n''pcct we an· le-' 
~ ... lltC'lTri~ill!-. than our ...,i-..t<'r Stat·P:;;. 

~lr. CmYAP: \Ylmt 1s ''Tong· with the 1la'. -
~011 coalmin-e~·: .. 

.}.fr .• JO~ES: The hun. memlv"'r i~ morC' ad­
jacent to the Daw:-:;ou coaln1in-es. and won!d 
probabl.v know n1ore ~.Lont- thf'm. V\Tith Tf'· 

!2,·an.1 to a.gTicultural la.na ::{'ttlem-ent. l bclieYc7 
th? jn~t di--trihutiou of 1a.lld according to ih 
YalnP a,n<l capabilities. C'."TWcia,lly und0r IPa,,p­
hold tC'nure, together ''·ith proper encoura.2.T'­
rneut t{) sc•ttl£'r:.:;. -.rould he of lasting benefit "!:O 

tht> commumtv. \Yhile th0 Secrt>ta.rv for 
Public Lands i~ llot l11 the Chan1bcr this. <~Yen­
in~· to l'PC'PiYC' all.\ "Hgg'f'Sti~HlS hon. lllf'llllH't'S 

on tbis sid0 rnny ma.kP, I expf'ct he will wa.c!G 
thrnug:h H"onsarrllatC'r on. Land monDpoly i~ 
tliHlouhtPdlv :HtC' of the \Yor.-.:.t forrn~ of rnono­
poly. a.ncl va.riou;-; Sta.t0 CovPrnment~ an'- IlO'.v 

attacking· tl1i:;; probJrn1. Ne\>V Zf'ala.nd lu1: 
f'nact{'cl thtLt. it i:o' tnlla.~"~"ful for a. p<'r:--on tr~ 
:1equlrc>· any intere:--t ill r..ny la.llrl lw_vm1d a.n 
area. of 5.000 acrt>s: ln\t rhis limit applies onlv 
to thircl-cla' s land. TbP limit for ,ccond-clas< 
Ja.ncl i~ 2.000 aC:l'{'~- and for fir~t-ela.~:;; la.nd onlv 
640 acrP~. H0ucc tha-t C<.1untrv i:-:. co1nmitt{'d 
to a. polic:v of sma.ll holding·--;. fn ~ew ?:0aland 
the• la.ndiPs,< pPop]p haYc Jrioritv. \Y<> !ward 
n. lot about TH'ioritY ]a.:--t W{'{'k during th;....: 
tlel~ate. and if any ·PC'oplP in a. Sta.tP -;hould 
rrr··riyc priorit:v_. in n1_v c,l)lnion it ]_.,. the la.n<1~ 
Jes::-. p( 0 oplc··--i.he soru:. of farm(•r::; who want land 
n.nd haYC' no la.nd. I do not l-C'Jjp.,-r 1n a.n"->: 
form of priority or pn'f('H'IlCf'. but I ~ay {£ 
JWnplc• 'houlrl haw• po·inritv. tlws0 landk'-' 
fW )plc"' ....;honlcl "1l:lY{' thP rrrf{'l"PllCC'. T am OIJP 
of tlH ... f0,,- nu•ml•('l'""- nf 1hi."-' Cha.mhf'r \Yho ar·c 
oppn."<"'rl to thf' g-roup ~y~·J<·lll. 

The ST•:CEl-:T.\HY rog ~\t.i~HTLTrRT·: · )7""ou a.ro 
f!. l1lPHJbC'r of the Labour rart~·. a.ncl y{'t a. fn."'C'­
ho!dPr. 

.\fr .. JO:'\ES: I am a, frecholrkr because it 
"'"-' the onlv svstPm unckr which I coulcl 
tak0 up lancf I. would certainly have selected 
In:· lancl undPr tho pC'rpc'tua.J lea:-;r: sy:;;.tPn1 if 
r conlil haYP clone so. But wa> I to g-ivP np 
mv inclination to settle on the lane! an<l !Pad 
a 'country lif<', which. I think, is the best life 
after all'? 

The SECRE'L-'HY ,·on Acmcn.TFRE: Cer­
tainly not. 

~\Ir. .JOKES: I harl to take advantage of the 
->y~tr•tn then prevailing. 
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The SECRl<:TAUY FOR AGP.ICt:LTDRE: You 
would have been driven iutu the towns if you 
hacl uot. 

~lr. GHA'<T: You passed a gTant of freehold 
lanr! thP other C\~ernng 'Yithout discn:;;sion. 

Mr. JO::\ES: Y cs. I know tlwt nH·mbers of 
m_y (HYll varty :-3ittinf!,· rolllJd HIP do 11ot a"·rr' 
'nth n1c----that i5. b<:ing opposerl to t-he group 
:sy::>tcm. 

_\Ir. H.-\RD_\CHf<~: I do not di:-.a.gn·P \~·itlt ."dHL 

~lr. ;JOXES: The whole of the members of 
the 'Labour party, und, rightl:v so, are opposed 
to the land-agent system, but I do not think 
·we an" _at- all unanirnous on t.l1P group svstein 
uf setthng our lauds. PNsonally.- I rlo not Sf'e 
one good feature in_ it. Somn argue that a 
~ocly of rne11 connug front the Southern 
:-itates. or fr~m. any part of <)neenslam1. 
'fwuld hav<' pnonty to a block of land, so that 
tm•y_wlil.be ue1ghbour,-tlwy come from th0 
one ocaht:y aud wPre neighbours, and theY 
can IJe neighbours uow. ~ 

The SECRETARY l'OR AGRIC'PLTlJRE: That 
1:::. uot a baJ. sysh•n1, is it ? 

:.\lr. JOJ'\ES: Thai is probably the onh· 
go~Hl. fp;;n,uro in it. But Jt l:i a fon11 c;f 
prtonty, and I think in our land sct.tlenient 
tlterP should not lJe any profcroncP at all. A 
man from .0/ew South iValcs should have the 
same nght to take up land as a Queenslander. 
and a Queeuslanclcr should have the sanw op~ 
portu1nty m; a person fron1 the Southern 
~t~tes. That it' 1ny opinion. and I believe in 
t l11s State we ha n~_ suifloieut goocl agricultural 
!awl to mol'i, the demand, and to settle every 
person V' ho IS now sccloug for land-that, is if 
the laud were made available for solecti~n 
~H1 ra~hyays we~:e constructed to the district: 
~Vf'll ,~f the ra11ways \vero uot constructed 
nnrnf'e.nately-if the rail ways were built to a 
~ysten1 and . p{'rman en t surycys n1ade-the 
people selectmg would !mow that in the future 
at. sonw tnrw or oJ her they 1vould ha YO a 
ra1hray. 

. ~"J:hc ~ECRETARY FOR .AGIUCULTCHE: '· Sorile­
tunc or other'' is too indefinite. 

Mr. JOKES: Our expcricllC<' has been this: 
~len haYc gono out .10 or GO or 70 n1ilcs. aucl 
··ettlcd on srnall areas of lGO acres, uot kno1v­
Ing whether they \VC'te going to got a raihvav 
or not.. The Coulubunia fa 1;·mcrs went out. GO 
odd rm!c, from the Kilkivan station. and 
scttl<•d lll the surub, and they had no promiso 
of a rad•.' ay at the tmw thc•.v settled there. 
~ ... att'r .on the:'-T had the prorni~(~ of a. railwav: 
they ll\·ccl for about f1fl<•en. years on the p1:o­
nn.:;l' of a rarlway, and qult-P rccentlv a rail­
\ray has bec11 built. ancl cnhancecl the vahH' 
of thc1r propel'ty. Om experience is that 
pl'oplc· will go out. ]f the land i~ sufficiruth· 
u,·oocL and ~cttle ther0 P\'('11 '"ithout a ra.ilwa\~. 
PeoplC' would cert.ainly go out and scttlo 'if 
they !~JIP.\V that they wcl'f\ going to get a rail­
'~ay ut t}w near futun'. Ia 1\ew Zealand 
landle'> peoplu harP th,-. prcfen•ncu. and that 
JS the• ouly form of prdercnce that I believe 
ltL In Victoria the first proposal of thP Prc­
lTilf'l' of that State 1var; to !"C'C~lTC. by compul­
SlorL 1.000.000 ac1·cs of land 111 tho iYcsteru 
chotnct. 1 bdicn• since ichat time he has 
Inodr.fied lus proposal. and now scf'kM onlv to 
r~cqua·o onP-thinl of that area. In (Jueenf;iand 
~~ a!n a\vare. that larg-e f'f;tatf's can l~e conlpnl· 
Ronl.'- acqtnrf'd uJJdf'l' our Closer ::-;PitlPrnent 
Act. and I thin:, tllP Gov<•rnment. should not 
hPsitate in sorrlP inst~nccs to repurchase 
C'stat('s_ and rondc-r thC'nl available for closer 
settlC'ntPnt. In New z,,a]and thev r~pm·chasc 
estat-es. ' . 

The SECRETARY FOH "\GRICCLTITRE: And 
part with them undPr pcrpL'LUallease'? 

?.Ir. JO::\E:-l: Ccrtainlv. I belim·e that the 
imposition of a land ta'x would mab> those 
estates a \·ailablc for closer scttlPrncnt. as the 
owuCl'K would I)(• contpclkd to subdivide them. 
Oll OllP occa~ion th(' prC'S('nt RomP Secrctarv 
submittc•d a pwpocal for the repurchase of a;, 
estate 111 the• Durnl'tt clistrid-?dount Debat­
able. I supporred that for the ,·cry good 
rea:-.on th.at tlH· v.yr:--:t of all land mon?polies 
wa~ gc-ttnl,!.( a lng hold thcr('--that 1:3, the 
prickl~Y fH'lil'. \YilPrP :1rickly pear is bPginuing­
to get n hold. C:)pc•cially of agricultural land, 
th~' be:o;t rn{'an;:. of eracliuating the pest is to 
bl'lng n tllH 1Pr clo~w sPttlen1cnt. I think this 
}Iow.;p made a ~ui~ta kP ln n~fu~ing to 11urchaso 
that C'state. vd11cl1 c:~n!tl h:l\-{' bc-cu g-ot for £1 
an acre. a;-; th<~ laud 1~ YalnaLle. Th<->y n1ade 
a n•ry good dral in bu:ving the neighbouring 
"'tato of Ifkrawav. It \\·oulrl hav" been a 
good thing to pu{·cltasl' ~Iount Deb~table. if 
f01.· no othrr n'ason than to get rid of the 
pnckly pt•a,·. In th0 Cpper Burnett some 
n'!'.V Yaluahlc land. i:) ~ecoming overrun vvith 
pnckly pear, and J\. wtll be \.1sek's either to 
clos<> sc'ttl0rs or to tlw mt'n who are now hold­
iug it und0r pa:-:;toral lease. ThP. progress of 
!ancl scttlclnPnt is tlw most important tbing 
in colJiwction with tlw clcYclopment of thiS 
uountr:c I11 ::'\f'\\' Zt'aland. af1er large estates 
an• n'put·cha"'cl thev are sottlf'<l uuder the 
perpetual kasP s.vstein. and people ha vo no 
,-er,· great fault to fmcl with that tenure. In 
fact. I think a. gn-'at n1any people in Queens­
land wuulcl prdc1· that temu·co to freehold. 
Land here is at too high a price. A little 
\\·bile hack nwn \\'Pre selecting the very best 
lane! for :!s. tiel. an acre•, and now the Lands 
DC>partrnent is a;;;king 7 '· GeL. and even 10s. an 
acre, for prick!:· pear infested land. Under 
the- present p.:,~stem. a man sPlccting land re­
quires a littlP capital: but under the perp0tual 
le-ast_~ :-.ysh•rrt a comparati,-cl:v poor n1an can g-o 
on thp land. and rnake a li,-incr right awav. 
iY c ha n• it Oll 'ery g·oocl auth~n-ity that tl!e 
one tenuro is jnNt as secur0 as the other . 
l 'nrlcr our :.\Iining- Act some of the best claims 
in {Juccnsland arc held under a leasehold 
tenure~ with a currency of hventy-one y(~ars. 

:.\lr. HAHDArRE: And all our pastoral lease­
hold,. 

?.lr. JO:\'E:-l: Take a mine like the Gympie 
Scottish. That mine has !wen held unde>r 
lease for the la.,-t sixteen years. and fi,·e ye.ars 
from the expiry of th<J lease sh a.res do not 
come clo1vn in Yalue because of t.he iu'Jeeurity 
of the tenure. · 

:Hr. :.\L~XYYELL: X o, because th<'> have 
another tw.Pnty-~,·en year& to run. ~ 

:.\lr. .TO:\'ES: It would be tlw sanw \rith 
land. Tlw object of Parliament should be t.(} 
see that land is utilised, because, after all, 
]a.nd is only valuable for wba.t it will produce. 
Our present s~v~t-crn is a gigantic ~y.stt~nl of 
land spccnlation. Proof of tha.t i, to be found 
in the fact that we pair! :.\lr. Pul.sforcl some­
thing like £3.000 in commission for settlin~· 
peopk' on the land. and some of the land 
taken up through hin1 i~ now back on his 
haucl' for sale. 

Tlw SF:CRET.\RY FOH AGRICFLTGHE: iYha.t 
a.1Jout. the- thou~and::.; of people who ta.ke up 
land to settle on it? 

:.\Jr. :.\[A'<X: They have not g-ot a chance. 
Tlw >peculator gets the fint chrn1Cf'. 

Mr. JOJ';'ES: I think the leasehold tenum 
woulrl lead to more ]a.nd being· utilised, and it 
would prevent a great d<•;c.l of the -peculation 

Mr . .Tones.] 
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'~'hic}l .r;..-i'J~6 to-day. a11d which l"·ill ah>ay:; 
exist under the sv:-;tenl of frc{'hold 
te~n1re. l knov .. · i;::; nZrt. a. ycry popula.r 
thrng to advocate, hut I do ;:;o f.carlesslv h~­
eause I b{'lieYe it woulcl be rnore lvnefiCi~l tn 
the community Cnder {Hlr UlH£Hlclitiona.l 
form of selection we have laud ,p~cula.tion. 
l\Icu talw up la.nd-scrub !an cl, csJh cia.!lv-aml 
keep it ju::'t as a breeding ground for p'Csts to 
annoy their 1norc industrious IH~ighhour-.... The 
present _Secretary for Public La.nds n1ighr do 
a·vay w1th that form of selection. 

The Ho:\IF. SECRET,\HY: I thiuk H•u will 
admit that I discouraged it "'" nn1rh as I 
poc,sibly could. 

l\lr .• JONE:S: Y""e::-; I give t.he hon. gentlfl­
rnan credit for that. _Ho also enforc-t>cl the 
rc.<idential provisions. 

Thn JJ OME SECHETARY: T>tlw care th>tt YOU 

do IH~t compromise yoLll'~Plf by saying- plea;ant 
things a.bout n1c. 

}lr. ::\L~:\X: .And you got c;ac:kcd for doiug­
yDm· duty. 

:\fr. JO?\ES: I llC\N chd agree "ith the 
hem. ~~entlr rnan'~ prnatc t utl-a~ent ..,,,..,t<'m. 
a.nd jnst before hD Pnh•ref1 thP Cllan1bcr I \Vas 
~ayiug- that I was 011po~--ed to hi~ gnmp :-;y:;ten1 
altoget.lw-r. The group s,::sten1 giYe., a forn1 
of priority. a.ml I hole! that eyeryiJodv should 
be giYell an e(gw1 chanc{~ in regarcl~ to la11r1 
~-election. 

. ~Ir. A~:\·:~'TRO:\C: I thillk the group ."'yst-om 
1~ a. p{''l'lllCious syst0m. 

~fr. !LinD.\Cllf:: rt i> rea.ll> an c•xcelleut 
"Yc·J{'IJL hut it work~ ont badly.· 

Thf" J io !1~ ;:.;T:cgr:rr \H\": It \\'(ll'ks nnt PXC<'l­
ler,tly. 

.\Jr. .JO:-\E;-): [--ay that. ii tll·C'rf• i:-. u,uy pre­
f0n'1lr:{'. giYel1, it --houh~ be uiycn to la.udlf-.::-·· 
people. · 

Tht~ l f Q}fE SECRETARY: So it \va..s. 

~[r. JOXES: The llon. ~Xf.--..utlc-rnan COiltra­
rlicterl Hw· senior Jl1('fllh{'r fo'r Cha.rtcr~ Tow.Pr~ 
1vh-E'n that hon. IncinhPJ' .-..ta.t{'d that thf'l'(' W{'re 
n1a.ny ({u<'en:--:.la.lHlcr::-:. v/ho could not. get Janrl. 
D11t. it i.-5 a f<LCt that _a. §2Tt"at rnauy Qureu~­
Jandcrs cai!nnt ~~f>t. land in their O\Yll State. 

Tho liol\m SECRET.\HY: ()],' 

:\!r. JO.:"\ES: I knuw of DllC' ca,e in which 
an a.pplie ,_;Jion w a rnade bv t('n son,.; i11 ono 
fa.mi!:v t,o form a, grotlp. ~~n·d l11at a.pplicatiun 
'VH8 refus·Pd by tlH' :\Iini:-st('r. J IowCY<"r. I ;:uu 
not. guiu.!.!: to ll.eal ·.">·ith thi~ (pw-;tion a.ny 
fnrthcr. <h I have a.lrea.dy dealt with it pretty 
fully. I hnYf' a.!so had: my '"'Y ou the land 
agency bu:;;;inr~s. ,.,bich I thi11k i"-> a ba.d 011\". 

I know nf an a.gent v;bo travelled up the liEf' 

011 a. fr<'{' pas:-:. with a, llJUlt to vdHHH he 1\'<:L...:, 
:;;·Plling- ~onw· privat<' land. I do 11ot think thf' 
:\fini,ter won le! a.pproye of t ha.t kind of tbiu<· 
if it ca1ne. to hi. knowlcd~.!,f'. hut it ~how;;; wha~t 
evils liHty 1:~--.. cmllH'Ct(•d 'vith tht~ ~vsten1 of 
priva.t-P fa.n(l a.gPllt:'. Ano~])(T form· of :--;.p]ec· 
tion t-o which I wi:-;}l to ref0r i:-; under tl:<' 
,.;pPcial Agricultural Selections Act of lS(JC,. 
I think thf' onlY >ett]pmcnt under that Act is 
<111 Idera.wa.y. i1; my o\vn ck•ctorate. Son1o of 
lhf' c-har~:c~ nwd(· upon tl-w sf'lector~ who- ha.v,c• 
tak~·n up la.ud there .. i 11ough i-'JJtirf'lv in a.ccord­
allf'('> with thf' nrinc·inlf' ~~f rh~· Act . .:____ 

The ~ECHFTATIY ·1-·on _\GHICCLTrHF: The 
hole• of thf' c~w.rr--{'·. 

:\Ir. JO~ES: YPs, the whole of the charges 
hut I think the selectors arc entitled to som~ 
rPduction in those charge~, because the pro­
sent J\!Iinister for Lands, the hou. member for 
Oxley, wheN introducing that measure, stated 
that it was only an experiment. The Premier 
also made the 'ame statement. If it is a.n ex· 

[Mr. Jones. 

pPrittH'llt-and it i~ an cxperin1cnt-one ·which 
I bP lie :c will bo a success. then certain re­
dnctions :-.honld he n:mdl~ in the charges, 
b(~Cau'~.o the experience of the department in 
couiJPction 'IYit h that cxpcrinwnt 'will assist 
dH--..In in {':--ta1Jlj~hing another group in some 
other part of the State. The charges which 
I woulrl suggest should be reduced arc the 
travtdling expenses of the selector and his 
fatnilv. \'rhieh anJOunt in each cnse to about 
£~():·a portion of thn salary and allowanc0s 
to tlw oyenc'cr. which amount to £17 5s. for 
e:tch P-E'1Pctor: the cosr of the overseer's quar~ 
t.cr.s: the cost of the 1 ore; and the rail\vav 
frpights and int-('rcst. I bolicve the hon. n1c~­
ber for Oxlcv. when lw introduced the Bill. 
qid that for' the first five years thE'I"e would 
he no intcrc:-;.t to pay. __,_\t "any rate, I think 
tlwor• selectors should not be called upon to 
pay interest for the first five years, and th":V 
should certainly not havE' to pay the 
1nanagcr'f'; salary. ~e0in_g that the sy:.:.;tcm is an 
nxpC'rirnent. A bore ,vas put down on the 
land to prm-ick water for tho whole of th<l 
sdtlmncnt. The selectors get very little 
water horn that bore, and :vet they have to 
pay t hc cost of putting it clown. Some of the 
:'electors ha\"C' provided ;,vat.f'-r for themselves 
h~r ~inking ·wells on their O\Vn selections. and 
st.ili they han' to pay their share of the cost 
of tlw bore. which is an injustice. Probably 
l ,hall deal more fullv with this matter. and 
gc't an oxprcs;;.:ion of oPinion from the l\1inlste-r 
for .Ag1·iculturP. when we conslder the Esti­
mate~ for the Department of AgriculturP. 
Thr• !ton. m0rnber for Charters Towers, i\1r. 
:\fullan, clcalr with the CJUPstiou of land value 
taxation a 1itt.1n while ago. ancl son1e hon. 
mprnber. a Down:;; rnC'tnber. I think. inter­
jPctf'rl that such a tax would be an additional 
lmrrlen on th<' farmer. \Ve on this side recog­
nise tbat a direct tax is a .iust. tax. and we 
claim that it will relieve the farmer of a. great 
deal of the pettifogging taxation which exists 
to.dav. I haYc alwavs advocated a land tax. 
and I have no hesitation in doing so either in 
this Home w on the public platform: but I 
deny tlwt this parl:v has arh·ocated an addi­
fim1al tax. There' ~.re manv v·:av~ in which 
thf' farmer would benefit hy a laud tax, and 
this party. though arh·ocating a land tax, are 
r<'ally the bc·.t friends the farm0rs have. \Ve 
an-• i-nore truly representative of the farn1ing 
ilJ(lnstry than hem. members opposite. 

clfr .. \H~ISTllOXG: ::Vlembers opposite opened 
iJH.' countrY. and n1ade it fit for vou to con1e. 
into th0 H;H"c. · 

:\lr .. JO:'\P:c;: A land tax is sound in prin· 
ciplt•. If by the expenditure of public m.oney 
dw YahH-.. of priYatc land is enhanced, th~~ 
owner of that land ,honld pay back to the 
~tafc--.. snm0 nart of H1at {'nhancecl value. This 
pnrt)· do not propose to tax a man's industry. 
or thrift. or f'n<-•rgy. \Ve purposf' taxing onl:'"' 
thP unirnprovud ndnf' of land. 

Hon. H. PHI LP: It -is taxed now. 

:\Ir. Anc.rsTnO:-:G: Can you giYe us a. defini· 
tion of ,,-bat the unimproved Yaluc of land in a 
~wttlcd district is? ·you c1nuot arriYo at jt. 
\Yif-.,rr n1cn than YOll havp trif'd it for vcar,~. 
Dlld haY{' Hot bt•-r'I~ n.bJe t-o do it. .. 

:\1r. HAHDAC'HE: The· local authorities do it. 

:\lr. An;,rsTHOl\1;: They do not clo it. 

:\Ir. JO:'\E:C:: 1 f lanrl is enhanced in Yaluc; bv 
the expPndituro of public monev, thPn th'e 
0\Htcr of that land should pay some part of 
that enhancNl value' back to the State. Take. 
as an illustration. laud iu the district which I 
haYo the honour tD represent I think ::'.1r. 
Young- paid J Os. an aero for his Kingaroy 
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lam!. The other clay lw.l£ an acre of that land 
\Yas sold for £B4S, because tho State had en· 
hauccd nthlO by constructing a railwa v to 
it. I lH, sold allout 2,000 acres of that 
bJ tcl the oHH r day ut a big land sale an cl that 
tht.' cowltry land averaged £10 an a~rr-. 

I Ion. l1. l}!iiLP: ~4.11 the Coolabunia Scrub 
laud \Ya~ ia1:;_oll up at 2s. Gd. an acre. 

:\Ir. : Y cs: and millions of feet of 
timber wnc• otl' in tho Ooolabunia Scrub 
--the hon. for Barcoo can bPar n1o 
out; in that statement-hocauso the hon. mem­
ber for TowusYillc ncg·lected to build a rail­
way to the land. 

Hon. n. PHILI': I built the railway. 

:\lr. JONES: 'rho hon. member passe cl it. 
Hon. H. P•uu: \Vo built it 

~fr .. JONE:<: _\o; Lho ~!organ Government. 
bnilt tho rail \\·uy. 

Hon. H. l'll1Ll': The Phiip Gm·ornmont 
built the li1w to I\:_ingaroy. 

:\Ir. JO:i\ES: That is an instance of the 
great Yalue of land. Dealing with land value 

taxation, I think ~ne of the worst 
[9.30 p.m.J forms of land .tax is our present 

Hailway Act of Hl06. That is a 
.-cry unjust Act. and I predict that in the 
ucar fuiurn it ;.-vill have to i·Pceive the very 
sc·rious con~-;ickru tion of this Charnbcr. I be­
l1cYe the tinw ·wlll con:o vvhcn the countrv 
will ask for the repeal of the Act. ~ 

lion. TI. PHILI': Dicl YDU not votB for it? 

:\ir. JONE::l: I voted against it. Under 
the provisions of tho Act, a railway is con­
structed from a seaport town into the country. 
The Con1n1issioncr strikes the benefited area, 
and the country landowner must pay the 
shortage on the working of the lino, and 3 per 
cont. on the capital cost of construction. 
::ltrange to say, in nearly all the lines which 
have he·en introduced, the lK~ne.fit-ed area ex­
tends a good distance beyond the proposed 
termini of the lino. It does not extend into 
the city from which the line starts, and which 
will materially benefit by the construction of 
1 he line. Take the Dalhv line--I believe the 
benefited area extends i1;to half the town of 
Dalbv. OJJe side of the stecet is out of the 
benefited area, and the other side of the 
strPet is in. The shopkeeper on one side will 
be callPd upon to pay, and the shopkeeper on 
the other si<le will be ldt free, and yet he 
rcceiYes i he same bc:ncfit. \V c knovv in the 
case of tho J3arc·c>O electorate the people pro­
tested against the building of the rail way. 

:Mr. KERR: Not all the people. 

Mr. JONES: 'I'hat is the information we 
havo. The Boyno Valley lino will benefit both 
Bundahorg and Gladstono. The people in 
Cania mining district and two other districts 
in the J3urnett, within 40 miles of the pro­
posed terminus of the railway, arc within the 
lwnefitocl area, and, if the line does not pay, 
they will be callecl upon to make up the loss. 
Yet there is an impassable range between 
those goldfields and the prDposed terminus. 
Thot· will ncvcr use the railwav unless a road 
is bc1ilt over the hills. · 

Mr. KERR: They will never be called upon 
to pay the guarantee on that lino-the traffic 
will more than pay the interest. 

Mr. JONES: I am saying if the traffic d0es 
n0t pay. Thero arc many lines where they 
V"ill not be called UJXln t.o pay. On the Black­
butt ]in" tiH' timber traffic will hf' so !wavy 
that they will never bo called uj){ln to pay, 
and it will be the same in the KingarDy dis­
trict. If the line will not pay, it is unfair to 
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bring pz ople int<' the benefited area who will 
uot benefit by tho construct.ion of the .lino. 
In n1y opinion, it is a. Yery poor atiBlnpt to 
apply t!to betiorment principle. The better­
ment principle as introduced by tho Pn,mier, 
whereby th0so landowners whose hmd in­
creased in .-alue would pay 1! per cent., was a 
truer application of tl1e bett0rmon t priuciple 
than the Railway Act of 1906. I think that wo 
."hould l1uild nwrc ra.ihvays into cnuntry la.nd. 
Thn policy of the CO\ccrnmont should be to 
lT1<.d\..B our lands a.Yailabln for closer settlon1ent, 
and also to cDnstruct railways. The J3urnett 
di~tric;t, for instn..ncot:•, ~~·hleh is <1 y.pry large 
district, is known to hB one of the richest dis­
tricts in Queensla.nd. 

:\fr. HED\I'OOD: Hear, hear! 

:\lr. ~TO~ES: The h(m. HH'In1·,,r for Too­
'Yooinba. yerifics that statonH"'!Jt.. YvTe have 
not sufficiDnt raihvays. I arn not wdvo-cating 
this fron1 a district point Df y_i{'W, bc~cau~o I 
nover looked at. the const.rnct.inn Df raihravs 
from a district point ef view-in fact, I a~n 
rather unpopular that way. 

The PRK\IIEI\: That i:; the ca.-c with ue all. 
~'l.n HONOCRABLE ME:UBER: Pmt Alma. 

(Laug-h tor.) 

Mr. JOXES: I have advo<·ated railwavs 
1J0ing con,c;trnctecl Dn the 1ner:t. of the. dr;;;­
trict, and that expert opinion shoulcl Le larl'ely 
med, and that tlw :\linister ancl Parliament 
shcnld lre guided by the opinion of ·experts. 

Hon. R. PHILP: The opinioc" of mcmlcNec 

:\h. JOKES: No, I do n0t think there are 
two rnembers in this TIO!l'O who eould show 
which !ill{ '• .dwuld be built in the Burnett dis­
trict. 

Thee 110MB SECRETARY: Let us have your 
or-inion Df it. 

"'\fr. JONES: If I p,in my per&onal opinion, 
I might advocate a railway which would suit 
me best. J would not attempt to take away 
th'J right of Jho pPonle to advocate the Dpen­
ing· up of land by rail ways. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It is an interesting 
r·<rint, aJJd you are the member for the dis­
trict. It is quite in mder to giye y0ur opiniDn 
now. 

:\fr. JO:c\fES: I advoca.to the linhnp: up of 
the lines-Kinp:aroy terminus \Yith J3ln.c:kbutt. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: J3y 1\"hich route? 

::\Ir. JQl\iES: ND DllO railw~vV C2,l1 f'Bl'Y€ tlw.t 
di::d rict. The hon. nwrnber f{;r IJa.rcoo vvill 
bear me out m that statement. ="ext. tlH're 
is the connection betwef'n th0 Dcnvns and the 
Bmnett. Jly that y0u '''Duld build up a dis­
trihutinp: centre that I am sure woulcl be equal 
to To{)woomba. The llon1e Sf'cretary kn<Jws 
1hat district very well. 

The HolllE SECRETARY: That is why I v.as 
anxious to have your 0pinion. \\ihat about 
the Upper J3urnett? 

Mr. JONES: With 1·egard to the l~pper 
Burnett. them arc two m thre·: route, sug-­
gested-{)ne from Gayndah to open up the 
beautiful Dalgangal land, and tlw other from 
Wolca to Dalgangal. 

The liOME SECRETARY: \Yhich do you pro­
pose? 

1\Ir. JONES: I have not sufficient know­
ledp:e to givo my personal opiniou. (Laughter.) 
And yet I think I know more about the country 
than anv other member in this Chamber. l 
belione 'in ihe principle that we should be 
guided by expert opinion !n d~iding a railway 
routc~that is a democrabc v1ew to take. 

Jlr . .1 ones.] 
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'The Hol\IE SECilE1'ARY: You have got out of 
it very well. (Laughter.) 

Mr. JOXES: I hope the Premier will recog· 
niso the potentialities of that district. 'Thoro 
are very fine tirnber areas there, and some 
good agricultural land-and especially in the 
lower Burnott district, the connection between 
the Downs and Blackbutt. I had tho pleasure 
of a trip on two occasions with th0 late 
Minister for Railways. He can bear out all I 
have said. I moved a motion in this Cham· 
bt>r asking for a return of tlw amount spent 
by Ministers on tour. I did so simply to get 
information. I had two trips myself with the 
late Minister for Railways. · 

Mr. Conm: That will add to the total. 

Mr. JO:\'ES: I can pay tribute to that hon. 
member's courtcsv. I do not think that ho 
O\'Crdid it. It diCl not cost a great deal for 
him. 

An HoNDGRABLE ~\IE:\1BER: They all had a 
good time. 

'Th" SPE.\.KER: Order ! 
An HoxocnABLE MEMBER : They had a good 

timo up .c\ orth. 
i\Ir . .i\L~;m: \Ye; will gL•t all thcso details of 

expen::~t:s on tho E tirnates 

l\lr. JONI•~S: I am sure that had the late 
l\Iinister for Railways remained in offwe 
ho would ha \'e fully recognis. ·d the richness of 
that district. He was sympathetic, and he 
would havo June sorncthing, or endeavoured 
to do something, to persuaclo tho majority of 
hi.o colleagues to do something for that dis· 
tl'ict. and I hopo the Pren1ier will rccugniso 
tha-r. 

1\Ir LE:-iXOX: Tlw Good :\'ight Scrub. 
:11r. JO::\ES: I do not lmmv much about the 

Good Night Scrub. I would like to say a 
word about the \Yorker,' CumpensatiDn Act. 
I regret that tho Pnemier has not introduced 
an amendment of the \Vorkers' Componeation 
Act tbis session. 

1\Ir. MA!\N: His party will not allow him. 

Mr. JONES: I do not think the Premier 
can accuse us of wasting the timo of this 
House. \V e only met on the 17th of Novena· 
ber, and it was getting near Christmas. 

The PRE)!IER: It is the 1st of December 
now. 

1\Ir. JONES: But we were many months 
idle, when we might have been here. 

l\J r. BoWMAN: \V e had seven months' recess. 

Mr. JONES: So far as I am concerned I am 
willing to sit here till July. 

The PREoliER: Have you been idle since? 
Mr. JONES: A Labour man is never idle 

in the recess, as he has tD travd all through 
his electorate. I am prepared to sit after 
Christmas, and I hope an amendment of the 
Vl orkors' Compensation Act will be intra· 
duced. 'Ne can suggest various amendments 
from this side. In fact, the payment Df the 
compensation should date from' the date of 
the injury, and not a fortnight after the 
injury. The employers have to pay the pre­
!lliums to the ins_urance companies, and the 
msurance compames do not pay for the first 
fortnight, and the good and just emplover 
does not like to see his employee suffer for 
this fortni('iht, wi~hout getting any wages, and 
he makes tt up h1rnself. In ttat case it would 
be a benefit for both the employer and em­
ployee. 

Mr. BoWMAN: The Government has set an 
example. 

[Mr. Jona. 

Mr. JONES: I would like to see an amend· 
ing Bill introduced on the lines of the New 
Zealand Act. They pay full compensation for 
blindness in Now Zealand, and for the loss of 
two feet they also pay full compensation. 
For the loss of one foot and one arm they 
get full compensation also in New Zealand, 
and they get so much for the loss of a limb 
and so much for the loss of an eye. I know the 
cases of two miners in this State each of w horn 
lost an eye, and, while one got £179 com­
pensation. the other only received £30. 

Mr. KERR: The Government pay £250 for 
the loss of an eye. 

Mr. BowMAN: Not in every case. 
l\Ir. JONES: The reason tho man only re, 

cei Yed £30 'va~ because h(~ \vcn t to \V{)rk :fixo 
weeks a.ftcr the dai"' of the accident. anrl 
thereby he debarred hirn~elf from i2;ctting- a, 
greater mnount of comp<'Ilsation, and the man 
who stood out. anc'i said that t.hB injury nrP· 
vcnt{'d him frorr1 ~.oing· to ·work received £1 '?H. 
\i\.,..c· also need, in conjunction \Yith ihat Act, a:1 
Act to prDviclo for Stat"' imurance'. I think 
that Act \Va.s JWomlsed t.,~,'o ~{'f· Jions ago-. T~w 
two Acts could work together. I believe :n 
Stato in:-;urance, n,nd tho \Yorker·.' Compen~a­
tion Act is not rwrfccr until thai other _\.et is 
pa.sscd. In the (1ays of our youth and energ-y 
I t.hink we ~hould contrihut ~ son1cthing 
to\\·ards Stat<~ insura.ncc, snd th::t.t v~·ould pro­
vide· a fnnd out of which cornpeu::;ation conld 
be paid to all pc"ons, no matter what kind of 
occupation ihey follcnvfd. 

Hon. R. PIIILP: A lot of pPoplc do that now. 

:'Ill·. ,T()::\1\S: Y "" but, '"o '"mt to mak<> it 
a .Statf' aHair. \Ye y.:a11t to nud<e ii compul­
sory. I clo, not think thaJ, any person would 
oLjc,ct to pa.y £1 if lw could dwell in ihc happy 
knowledge that if he received an injury ho 
would rccoiv{l: compensa.tion 1.vithout question, 
and in the <>vent of death ),i, dependents would 
be pwmptly proYidsd fm. That is a st•'p 
toward:;; ideal sociali:->nl, a.nd it would LA rnoro 
perfect than th< present \Vorkcrs' Compensa· 
tion Act. Funds could also )}P raised in that 
way loT thH payment of old-age, pensions. I 
do not propose, to deal with the irnmigratiDn 
question to-ni~ht, as .f,ha.t question ha.s be~n 
a.bly dealt with by uthers on this side of the 
HousP. I would just like to say, in passing. 
that I an1 not ag·ainst irnrni,rrration, and no 
m"Cmbcr of this party :s against irnmigratioit, 
but we do not believe in bringing a lot Df 
peDple out here while there arc people 
strup;f"ling for work h<'re. \V,e know that 
there is no scarcity of la0Dur at present, espo· 
ciql[y in the country distncts. In th<> farrni"g 
districts wher<> there 1S supposed to b<; a 
scarcity of labour, ,,-here there is a job DffPr· 
in;; there are ten or t IVf' lve applicants for it. 
During the past \YO have bad sufficient evi­
dence of the fact that our prcs0nt system of 
government is not a perfect system. Since I 
have been in the House I do not think that any 
:\Tinistr:; has been on ifwse benches for any 
length of time. I think that Parliament 
should run fm its full tf'!'trl. If a Parliament 
is elected for three years it should run for 
three vcars, and the onlv wav to insure that is 
to adopt the wise course se.t by Switzerland. 
and intrDduce the system of elective ?.finistri,,s. 
ThPre is a. very strong feeling in the country 
arrainst these Iig·htning- changes in thB 1Iini~­
tries. 

:11r. 11.\NN: And in the lightning changes in 
l\Iinisters. 

l\Ir. JON""R: Probably s<•, but I am dealifl•.:­
with the Ministries and the syst.em of appoint· 
ing them. \Vhen a Minister travels in a dis­
trict the people go to a lot of trouble to moot 
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him l-Ie rec8ives deput:ttio~ls, aud tht>y brin~;· 
before him ilw urgent needs of the district. 
TJ:e :\linist{'f maJct"::- sornc pro1nise-;, probabJx 
tlnnking he \\·ill be a ~lini~ter for ~orne tirno. 
and will be able to carry them out, but in the 
t\vinlding of an f>~·e there· iC) a eh an ge, and the 
people have to go over the sa.mc perforn1a.nee 
a.f·aie and invite> up the 1:<-~w ~linist.er. If we 
:v1npted the Swiss system, and had elcctiYe 
~\linistries, they would be assured fur the life 
of the Parliament. better work would be done, 
and there \Voald not Le that unc-crta.inty whicl1 
exi.;;b at pres--· 1t. · 

:\ir. BO'i.Vl\IA:t\: Is Htf'r -\ auy uneeria.inty at. 
pn's-r:nt~ 

'\fr. JONES: I think there is. There might 
be anoth-er election iu six rnonths. I a,rn pre­
pa)'{ cl for it at any ratf-

J\lr. '\lAXN: Do not frighten the Premier 
1\lr. JONES: Und<>r iho present cystcm 

neither the Pren1ier nor uuy other nwrnber 
knows how long- he will remain here. An 
election was sprung- on us a little while back. 
After thirty-five years' experience, harmony 
has reigned in the Parliament of Switzerland, 
which is the result of the elective system for 
Ministries. I go further, and think that the 
wlwlD of the ?.linisters should be elected by 
tlw people; but, in the event of their not 
bcin.-:· elected by the people, 1 think they 
should be elected by members. It would en­
sure politica.l harmony and better administra­
tiou. I believe that in Switzerland Ministers 
a.re. not allcnved to engage in private business, 
but are obliged to devote the whole of their 
time and ability to the work of the State. I 
do not wish, however, to tiO further into that. 
I hop-e, TVhatcv{)r Government is in po,ver 
hero, a good railway pulicy will be adopted, 
and that our lands will be made available for 
the people. Then, I do not think any Yery 
vigorous immigration policy \vill be required 
to induce people to come here and build up 
rrosperous homes for themselves. I have no 
desire to d;:,cry Quec:nsland~I am a native of 
the Stato~but. I am sorry to say the conditions 
here are not what they uught to be,. or what 
they could be. If the people here were able 
to build up bright and happy homes for them­
selves, they would very soon invite their 
friends from oversea and we would soon have 
this country populated as it ought to be. 

:\lr. IT.C'XI-l.Al\1 Wrisbane South): In acl­
dres,ing myself to the question before t!.e 
HouBB I shall endeavour to be lJrief and to 
avoid enla.rging- upon subjects dealt \\l'ith at 
length by other hon. n1embers. In connection 
with the :\Iount Morgan disaster, I would lilw 
to express my sympathy with the families of 
the Yictims who lost their li,-es. I was Yer:y 
rnuch pl\?a,;;;('d at the action taken by the J\tinis­
to•· for '\fines to benefit the sufferers, but I 
could not help noticinp; the self-laudation 
;;1hcnvn bv the n1anage1ne'--nt of tlH' rninf~ when 
talking ~bout the compensation granted~thac 
th~e relatives had been p antcd full compensa­
tion. The fa.ct is, that the relatives were en­
titlrd to full compen:::g,tion: it was granted to 
them lw the \Vorkm·s' Compensation Ac+. 
thcr-~forC it wa.s no act of UTace on the pa.rt of 
nw company. And tlH' display made at the 
IllP·Bting- did not sho\v that gent~rosity a:nd con­
sidNation that should have heen nohced on 
account of wha.t had taken place. \Yhen r:"r­
tain propDsa.Js \\·ere n1ade for the prot.echon 
of tho men and their mates. one feels as if 
tlF'V W('r<' too much belaudecl, and that a feel­
in": of svmpathv should rather have been 
ex[Jrossed: I beiieve the familif's of the vic­
tims had the fuH sympathy of the men present. 
and it do<>s not seem to me that they could 
have been in a mind to say "h-ear, hear" so 

many times as ,-·oulcl appear from th, report 
111 the Pre~s. Corning 1o tL.t.: Opeuing ~pe€ch, 
l caunot h~lp uo~icing ihe difl\_'I'i-'Il(;C between 
the prog rarnnH.! llOTV Le fore U.-:l and U1e pro­
gra.rnnle put before U::) last session. In the. 
progran1n1e of la,.t sf"--3::-:ion ';ve had included a 
Lic€n~ing Aot .._.\.nlenclillg· Bill, a \Yorkcr::' 
Cornrx~n.sation _q__ct ..-\.nF~11cling- Bill, a State 111. 
:-<urauce Bill, and a Public Servic-e Superannua­
tion Bill. The first lhrc•e of these, l think, 
should have Tcceived consideration at the 
hands of the Gov<n·nment before some of the 
ucw ruca,:--ur<'s fnr£'"h<.ldrJW{ 1 in ihe pr-esent 
Speech. rTho _\d .. ~ance:; for "\Y{Jrkers' Dvvell­
ings Bill. the Trade Disputes Bill, the Restric­
tion of Lcasin.c'· Land to :\liens Bill, and the 
J\lining on Private Property Bill arc a.ll essen­
tia:l 111-ea~ure:-; which \\·nult.l has-E' thf' ~ympa.thy 
of hon. nl-c!nbcr~. 1Hd· \H~- do 11ot knovl 1nc~ 
extent to "\Yhich the f~nYl'l'llllWllt will go ln 
making ihPse Bills eiTeciive. 1 regret Yery 
mueh that ';.;.'€ arc not to ha.ve a.n arncndn1ent 
of the \\' orkcrR' Compensation Act this ses­
sion; I think that. a.nd a State Insurance Bill 
should have be.n in the forefront o£ the. mea 
surcs to be dealt with. R.efercnce is made in 
the Speech to the Premier's trip to England 
and I cannot help thinking that the trip wa" 
one tha.t entailed \Tcry co:n . .,idera.b]e e'":pense 
and \vas ah'='olutcly un11e-cessa.ry, because if th," 
.... ~gf'nt-Genera.l. Sir Jforac<~· 'Tozer. ha(} b-een 
supplied with the required data, the same re­
sult would have been dl'"d"cl without the cost 
to the taxpayers of the Premier's trip. Tn 
fact.. I think it was a reflection 011 the Agent. 
Genera.! that all the data wa.s not sent to him. 
so tha.t he conld do what was mquired for tho 
11enefi.t of the Rtate. In Sir lJorace Toz,pr \V(~ 
haYe a. rna.n v;.-ol] a,cqua.lnted \Yith thf' atia.ir.s (_.f 
Queensland, and I fool satisfied that anythinc· 
the, PrNuicr wanted to bring forward could 
very well ha.Ye been left in the hands of an 
expert snch a.s Sir Horo.n0. I admit that tlv> 
~)a:ving of £2.400 a year at the present time ;" 
a very considerabl-e saving; I admit also that 
the sum of mon.Py the Prf'mier hopes to saY8 
to thf', Ria.tc during the nf'xt six years is. con­
sidf'rable; h1t I am satisfied that Sir Horae<' 
could ha.ve brought, >Lbout the same thing if 
the cbta had bt>en. sent tn him with instructions 
how to act. I think t.he Premier has shown 
dnrin~ t1~i·"· trip more. yanity than any man in 
Queensland at the nrese'1t time. I know no 
ma.n who ha.s .such a' great conceit of himst>lf. 

The SPK:\TCER: Order, order! Any per­
sonal refi<'ction npon hon. membms is distinctly 
out of order. 

J\Ir. HUXIL'I.M: I do not wish to pursue 
that. I feel that the Premier's trip was 

absolutely unnecessary, and it 
[10 p.m.] would have been far better if it 

had boon left in the hands of the 
Agent-General, rather than that. the country 
should be• put to the unnecessary expense of 
the Premier taking a trip, and also dislocating 
the affairs of State by calling us together so 
late in the year, and almost rushing business 
through, to the detriment of the well-being of 
t.ho people. I note consideration is to be 
shown to the public servants in the super­
annuation schc,mc, and I am very pleased this 
is to be brought forward. I hope this Bill 
will be a very comprehensive one. and will 
result, not only in the classified officers get­
ting the benefit of tlw Bill, but that it will 
pa.ss down to all the employees in the Govern­
ment service. It seems a regrettable thing 
to us that men who serve the State for a num­
ber of years, because they are not classified, 
cannot take advantage of the provisions of the 
superannuation scheme, and have the full 
benefit when they leave the service of the 

Mr. Huxham.] 
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State. I also wish to refer to another matter 
as far us nnr public servants are concerned. 
I <1<> not think our public servant-' should be 
so rPaLlil y rotirecl frour the service of tho 
State as 'they are under our present system, 
at the age of G5, or by the grace_ of t~10 Minister a public servant may contmue fl,l 
he is /0 yc·ars of· age. I think the men who 
arc 1ncutally and physically _fi_t,--a n1an \vho 
has accurnulaLcd wisdom iu the atln1inistration 
of his department-should be kopt as long as 
he is able to do the work. Even if he is not 
kept in as high a position~if lw would be 
prepared to accept a sv.l,ordmate pos1bon-1t 
would be a fair thing- he shoulrl have an oppor­
tunity of doing so, if, as I hav-e said, he is 
physically and nwntally fit to carry out the 
dutit~s in art efficient rnaun0r. A .. case 111 pornt 
is that of Mr. J. G .. :\lclJonalcl.. I do not 
know any man at t.l}o prf,,ent tune, at h~s 
advanced age, who 1s w well fitted to s1t. 
on the bench and carry out. tno duties of a 
police- n1agistratc as tha.t f!Cntll'Illa.n. T{} rne 
1t seems an act of cruelty that he should haYe 
been c1.ispBl!Sed v·ith ~t tlw tiH1P he .was: when 
he was capable of dotng great serviCe 111 that 
branch of the public service. \Ye ha.ve also 
inspectors in the sarue pm,ition, ayd I feel that 
all these thine:s :;hould be consulered by tho 
Go\·orntncnt, ';-o that the cnnditions. should be 
altorocl to enable these ag·ed publw servants 
to retain their positions a~ long as they are 
able to do th" work required of thorn. The 
\Yorkers' Compensation Act has been referred 
to by the hon. member for Durnett, .11r. 
J ones who showed clcarlv the benefits denved 
from the Now Zealand Act, which df'ab with 
tho matter so fullv and eJlicicntly that I feel 
if wo followed ,;n the samo lines in any 
Bill brought fotward h{'rc '.1:e ::;hould bo 
cDnferrincr a grf'at benefit upon all thD~B 
who vvoufd eorn.P. under its prDvi~ion _,. lJ1ldcr 
the Ne ; Zealand Act the compensation is 
fixed for the loss of two feet. two eyes, and 
-o on· but ,,,-en when a man gets full compen­
butioi;, as pruvid_ecl under, t~w Nc~w Zeala!ld 
Act~.£500-.that IS not sufhcwnt to keep lnm 
during the rC'rnaindf'r· ~Jf his life; tlu~refore, It 
is nothing more than Jl"t that the compensa­
tion should be made as h1gh as possible, so that, 
at least. they might fee1! they are not absolutely 
dependent on public charity. as a ma_n without 
anv ccnnpensation would have to be, 1f he were 
th1:own on tho eotd charity of the world. I 
was verv pleased that the present lYl1mster 
for Lanrls ,o readilv introduced and earned 
thrcnwh tho ll!(d.ion ~vith rderence to the land 
gTant to the friendly societies. \Vhen we 
went to the previous Munster for Lands on 
i;hc same question, his opinion wa.s so defimte 
that I was certain that, if ho had rernamed m 
that position, lw would havo certainly brought 
it forward early; and I behove the fnendlv 
socidics have io thank tho present Home Sec­
retary fOJ" the strong recommendation he must 
have made to his colleague, who brought 1t 
forward so carlv this session. There is another 
matter which i: think is due to our friendly 
societies and that would be on the lines 
shnilar t~ the Friendly Societies' Act in forco 
in New Zealand. 'No all hear a great deal 
about thrift, and that should be commended 
in every pDssible 'vay; but wh-en a man reacht•::; 
the arre of sixty-five yea.rs, and is not able to 
keep ~1p the subscriptions to his lodg<', he has 
to fall out of it, and loses the. benefits accru­
ing. In the Friend1y Societic,, Sulwention Act 
of New Zealand, provision is made whereby 
the contributions of a man at sixty-five years 
of age and of a. woman at sixtv years of age, aro 
paid by the Government. And also, as far as 
sick pay is concerned-so that it shall not be 
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anv strain on the friendly societies) aft91: 
tiY.c-lYc wonths tho :;;ick allov•:anccs are pa1d. 
bv ibe Go,-cr.:.Hucut for rncn over sixty~fivo 
y{:ar-:; of ag-{' a.url for 1\'0inen oYer si~ty yc.ars. 
of ar..!,'('. I COi:1ll1H'llc1 thiR to the CO!tSiderabon 
of tlw :\Iini''l.l'r, because it is absolutely neces­
sarY that \W should show lo all those who feel 
int~·rc )tecl in thiF, that t hcv 1nay rely on Go­
,-eJ'lUIH'llt hPlp at a ti1ne Of their lives when 
theY an not ab!" to \\'01! cope with tho hard­
ne:-.·, of lif. .. --. The n('w Licf'nsing Bill has been 
s.;okeu of in the Hon~.f' during- this session. 
\\~0 U1Hler.slartcl thi:S 1natter has been set 
a.'lrlP anti! a r<'port is obtained on the 
conr1itionp, t1wt prevail_ in N~w Zealand. 
I oftPn thiuk that. onr Ckn-er_nrneu t does not 
o·iyo 1nnch evidcnc.p of hero1sn1, vvhen they 
·leave it to other Shttes to undNtake tho 
pion-ee1~ing \Vorh::_ 1i1_1 ~?Dllf~~1tion with f\O~Ial 
lDoisla.bon: and 1t 1s tune tney t<)(Jk a hand 
in~ giving- ;}. lead to the other ~~a.tcs instead of 
continuing- to be laggards. \\ Ith refeu'nce to 
a ne.1v Licensjng Bill, th€ro is no need to s-end 
an expert to ::-\f.\, . .Zea.lm1c1. Th-e n~cent elec-· 
tions cl€arl v show the opiniDn of the people 
th<>re on tGo ,ubject, ancl that exprcess10n of 
opiniou and their ... ~et coulcl l1~ hLk{'ll as a 
basis by our Go,~cnllnont. "\\ e J.m<nv tha.t our 
present Licensing .._"-\et is n?t what it ~ho~1ld 
hf'. a.nd thcrf' has ]wen cons1rlcra.ble comJ;llamt 
--and advis{'dly so---of fhe vvay 1n ,-duch 1t has 
been a<lministerod; and J hope that between 
now and the time a new Act is pa~scd the ad­
mini~tration of the pr-c~cnt IIome Sccr~tary 
will be of euch a charackr that then, w1l! bo 
no compla.int. The DiU pro.-irling ~or ad­
va.nc{'S for \vorkcrs' dv,rclhng::-:: will n~ce1Ye tl1e 
stronp:est snpport from this side of the House. 
Iu connection \vith that ihf'n' 1:~ a pnnc1ple. 
rcnarding which I may ha-~·c son1ething to. sa~r 
la;r on when dealing -..,·ith our system of 
finance. Then tlwre is to b0 a Dill to amend 
th0 Bills of Sale Act. The prf'sent Act IS not 
as sati~factorv as it might be; bnt it would 
lutye been ftir botkr for the GovPrnrnent to 
have brought in an a.nwndment of the Com­
panies Act to deal with rlel'f'llturcs. I know 
nothing tha.t needs so muc~ _conslfleratlon at 
the present time as. the. revisiOn of _the Com­
panies Act in that dn·cct101~. There IS such _an 
ammmt of hanky-pa.nky gomp; on a.s to ]Ushfy 
an amendment of the ;\et with a Yiew to pre­
yentlng the cont,inuance of the present un­
SJwmly state of affairs. A debenture covers so 
manv thino·e that arc not [JI'OYicl<'d for under 
a biil "f ~ale. In fact, you might ~ave a 
combination of all the securities in thJS one 
dDcUn1f'nt; and, for that n ... a.~on, d{~hontur~~ 
shoulcl b0 reg-ist<?recl. so that . people Will 
thorouo·hlv understand their pos1t10n !I1 con­
noctim~ ,;ith limit<:\d liability companies. of 
mushroon1 growth which spring up from t1m0 
to time. ancl which lead eveutually to tho un­
fmtuna.te creditors being- mulctecl. 4- very 
rem.a.rka.ble case ca!ne- undf:~r my not~ce. r.P­
centlv. where a company went into hqmda­
tion." Some little time ag-o I w~s struck by a 
numb<?r of drays and men ha.nging about the 
corner of Creek and Adela.id·c streets. \Vhen 
I made inquiries, I found that these- men had 
come to get information ahout certtLin moneys 
that were due to them. They were cre~tm 
suppliers. Th<'y numbered 485 and were. owed 
a sum of £6.448. This amount of credit had 
been granted by these cream suppliers he­
cause of tho apparent strength of the com­
pany to whom they supplied the cream. The 
nominal capital was somethmg hke £8,000; 
hut, when the wholo thing was boiled down, 
it turned out that the sum that was actually 
in the business, so far as pretty well the sole 
proprietor was concerned, was only £418. On 
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th., strength of that sum, he had floated a 
company with a nominal capital of £8,000. a.ncl 
he had "'touclwcP' tlwse unforttnta.t-0 suppliers 
to the tune of £6A4B. allel ,undrv other credi­
tors to the ext<•nt of ovc•r £/(J!J. This had 
been pc:_::-;ible because a dcbC>Hture had been 
piY0ll "\'\'llich pr,,i.P'~t.Pd Hw dPbcnture-holder, 
.tnt! left tlv othc•r cn•ditors to wbistle for their 
nwrH=~Y. The crca.rn suppliers reprc~ented the 
£allowing localit.ie;:i :-LOW{10d, 95; Rosewocd, 
22; Grantham, 39; C aiton, 46; Oxenforcl, 2; 
:\1 urphy's Creek, 24; Laiclll'y, 78; .Jim boomlm. 
11; Fore,t Hill, 29; lleauclt·sert. 3:i; Ro .. m-ale, 
11; Loga.n Villa.cD. 11; Harrisville. 26; Kan­
nangur, 45; Teviotville, 4; and :Hunbilla, 1. 
One-third of them were crDditors for over 
£20, and two-thirds of them for under £20 
each, on the av€rage. The failure of the com­
pany entailed qtffering on rnon-. than thef'e 
unfortunate cream suppliers, because, I dare 
~ay. tlH'.Y· in tul'!l. ran up u.ccounts with ;-:;tore~ 
keepms. The whole of the money was abso­
lutely frittered away, inst-ead of being· put 
into circulation in the State. 

Mr. J. J\1. HU"TER; There was another 
cas8 of a. n1illing cornpauy at }laryborough, 
which bought a lot of wheat. 

Mr. Il L'XIL'l.=d; Quite so. This is by no 
:rneans an isolated case. The amendment of 
the Companies Act should be the first con­
,,icleration of the Gol'ernment, to giYc people 
who g1ve crc,Jit to limitccl liability companico, 
a reasonable c:Lancc o£ being paid for the 
goocls supplier]. That has been done in the 
old country, where the abuses that existed 
\Vero even \Yorsc than they are here. But 
some eight or nine years ago it was stipulated 
that when dnbcntures were givGn they should 
be re gist creel at the Supreme Court of the olcl 
land. TliG hon. member for Herbort" when 
;peaking last night, referred to the possibility 
of a loan b"ing floated at an early date. I 
bdicve, with the hon. wen1b0r, that there is 
a possiLility of our ha Ying to raise a loan of 
auout £3,000,000 at an early elate, to meet 
the loans falling due bc·twccn now and 191:1, 
~ncl also to prOI"idc for a public works policy. 
llut I think the lJUcstion of loans should be 
:_1: ·,dt \vith in a very careful manner. Our 
puhlic debt is sufficiently high at the present 
:in1e. and th(' int-ere,t \VD haYc to pay per 
::::1.pii:1. i~~ :-:.nH-ici·Clltly ·~n at tu nw .. kc us feel that 
.~':e do not want to carry any 1nore burden. 
.If we agTeo to tl1c Hoatin~ of a n~w loan, we 
should do ,) only on the n11dcrstanding that 
tlw loan~ an' raise~l and p 1_·ovicl0d for on busi-
1Jcss ]i,c·s. \Yr• should esbtbiish a sinking 
fund which ·ill bcJ sufficient to wipe out the 
debt in twenty-JiYe or thirty years. In the 
Dill to prO\-icle for achailces for the erection 

work0rs' chvellings. proYislon is mado that 
de hen turf's to h0 floahcl shall bo rcdcc•med 

hvPntv-fii"C or thirtv vears. At the end of 
time rho dobc•nt ,:,n;s will be "wiped out, 
th0 GoYC'rnmcnt will srand on a finn 

The cliiTerr•ncc between the 4 per cent. 
c1c1Jentur~s and 5 pPr cent. paid bv 

'"''""'" ·nro will be suffici0nt to meet all 
lc·aYe a nrofit in hand. 

expect i ho pr~onlo to \vhon1 
nlOTil"Y to pay- such a rate 

clear and lea vc a 
prnfif. it i~ a fnir thing thrv should act 
in the snm0 bn::;ine~~-lik0 \YD.Y in ;lealing- with 
p('r:;;;on::; 1...-ho nd,-ancc· to the Go>:ern-
nleut, a11d rna.kc llroYi.~lon in rc.\:'.ard to 
a.ll fntnTf' loa 1~ f1oat{•t1 a. cnrrell('Y of 
t·/. r·nt~T-flv0 or fift:v .vears a fund shall' be 
c-;~ nhlish"d to liquidato the \Yhole of those 
loans withi,-, that pm·iod. Tf iche State c-tab­
,;.ish' -, a siukir:g fund, it \Yill be in a far better 

position when it has to go to (.he money 
rnarkct. again, just in tho same \Vay as a busi­
ness ntan ~,rho rnakc: ~Hnple provis.ion to meet 
his loan obligations as they fail due, instead 
of having to fly another " kite" for that pur­
pose, has a better standing in the business 
world than a !nnn who makes no such pro­
Yision. The systern of floating a loan, and 
then, ;;,hen it matures, picking it up by float­
ing another loan, is bad businc ~s from bef!in~ 
ning to end. It is l]Uite possihle that we may 
strike a lime of financial stress whc•n our big 
loans fall due, and if WG have made no pro­
vision by way of sinking fund to liquidate 
them, we sllallloe in a very awkward position, 
and possibly have to pay a large advance for 
any money WC require. vVhen floating loans 
WC\ ought to havo regard to thG purpose for 
which the morwv is to be raised. I am not 
iike many members on t"his side of the House. 
I believe that our productiYo public works 
should be remunerative in the proper sense of 
the term. I do not think that when "'" find 
our railway,; showing a difference of £3 19s. 
6d. bet.ween revenue and expenditure we have 
a great deal to crow about. If it costs us 
within a fraction of 4 per cent. for interest 
on the loans, we must virtually say that our 
railways do not pay. 'l'he profit arising from 
our railways should be of such an amount 
as will not only pay the full intcr0st of 4 per 
cu1t., but also provjde for a restTve fund, 
especially in thr~B tinH::s when traction is 
undergoi11g such alt.cra0ions, and \vhen im­
provements may come in at any mo1nent. The 
return from our railways should be sufficient 
to liquidate the debt in from twenty-five to 
fifty years, and leave a margin as a reserve 
fund. 

The Sr.:cm:·n r.Y FOR PrBI.IC \YonKs; Then 
you do not agree with the junior ll1(~mUer for 
Ipswich that the time has now arrived when 
\\'C should reduce rail wa.y freights. 

"!\fr. T-Tl"XHA:\1; I u.n assure the hon. 
gcnHPrna.n that I do ·not.. 1 haYo been Ro long­
in ln1si11~'S~ t}Ja.t I }lflYr> ~{)t )}'>'isdom l'v n1v 
f'Xpericurc-(hear, hr ar 1)--rmd I think amp]~ 
proYision shou1r1 he 111n.rle to 1n.cet loans v.rhPn 
thPY fa1l (ln{'. in the sarn0 \\·a:v a.c; a busine:::s. 
man makf''~ pro·,·isio1l to :nief't his loan oblirra­
tions. I ·-hall r'ire nPl7 oi'e other instance o£ 
thf' manner in \Yhich <.n\0 of onr public \\'ork::i 
\vhich '"as intendcrl to b·c r.eproductiYe 1w.s 
be{ln pa,yinQ'. and that j.~ ih{' dr:v· do2k nJ ScPtth 
Bri:.;lmne. \Vo 11fl\-{' soDlf' £660.000 ~unk in t1wt 
ullclr••·taki":~·. a.nd vet f,,r the last fiyf', '"ar-" 
a.ccorclir:.£_~ to th0 offi·j~1 fi;z~trt's. tlH' net. bala.ncp, 
froln t1w.t work has not a'if'l"<:L':C'd lTlGH' nl<Lli 

1 p<'r cent. Still we have to pay 4 p<!r ccn_t. 
for the- 1n011ev 1;orrO\Yf·d h) cnn~truct that dock. 
I ma.intain that it i- ri~ht that. all the vcsech 
',Yhich u:o into tllat dnck .JHntld b~: cha.rcrt'd F-Hch 
a. rat{.:. a.s >.Yonlrl f'naL]8 n~ to pay t}H.::. 1 p<'r cent. 
intrr-r-)t. a.11d to proYiclf' for a ~inking fn1ld a.11d 
n. fn:Hi to nH'Pt (-·xpl'nr1iturc- whirh vrill 
h• 1 ner• -sary by t1IC oL" oletenc os of 
its aJTang·eJncnt::<. 

) fr. I( ERR: If 70U chal"'-.:€d more than von (lo 
at the · \Youlcl not ;_{~t a11y 
\'('~;;; 'l.; 

hl 

r• -·r•' Ill 0 

a ra11wav 
T hrn-0 
rail\\"av. 

. -t 
d- 1:.f'nht!' •s an~l Jlt:'r rc·nt. 

ibt. 

~ rr. E.:.< _HH: Th"Y lw.Yf' not the competitiu;l 
,..,on hn.Yo at. the ·docl::. TJ:('TC' is a duck in 
Syrln{·y. 

"}fl', :J.-\XX: J\p(l_ t11PV d~~r:_,-{1 
Cw Cllrr;rr.~>E· of thrir O'i:,·n 

Mr. Huxham.~ 
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:\Jr. HUXliA:\l: Still the fa.ct remains that 
they show a p1·ofit of 21 per cent. I admit 
that they lost 18~ per cent. in connection with 
their mining- ventur-es, but the railway returns 
w-er.P sufficient to pay interest on d{'bontures 
and lean' a profit of 21 ;;er cent., and there· 
was not the least squeal from the people who 
had to pay the rates d1ar;.;·ed on that line. 

The TREASURER : The people in the district 
have to use that railway, but shipowners are 
not compelled to UcR the dry dock. 

Mr. HUXHAM : I "m dealing particularly 
with the railway 'ystem rtt the present t.hne. At 
the same time J think the same pl'inciple should 

be applied to the dry dock. Dov<m 
[10.30 p.m.] thin!< that busine8's people wo"u!d 

allow that deck to he used except 
at rates which would enable t.hem to meet 
the interm;t on the capit"linve8terl? \Vuulrl they 
pay 4 per cent. for the money invested, and be 
content with a return of 1 per cent. and st1ll h"ve 
to pay their Cl'Cditors 4 per cent. ? 

The THRASC:IU<;R: They would have to allow 
people to use that dock at the same rates "s they 
have to pRy el>E"~ here. 

:Mr. HUXHAM : They wonld not be s"tisfied 
to work the dock at " loss of 3 per cent. on the 
capital invested. If they want a good dock, they 
must be prepared to pay a decent price. 

Mr. CoY~E : Are there any other docks that 
are a lo~R? 

The TREASl:HER: They are not running any 
cheaper than that. 

Mr. R UXHA1\I: Huwever, I will pass on 
froru that., btcanse I ca.n g-et another illnstration, 
as far as tramway wnrk is concerned, from the 
Beaudesert Tramway. \Ve find the managers of 
that tramway make £4 17s .. 5~d. per cent., and 
I say, ''good luck to thmn," and if we could only 
get a ml\nager who could do the same for our 
railways--

The SKC\\ETARY FOR l'I'Iums: They charge a 
higher mte than we do un our railways. 

:Yir. HUXHAM : They m:>y do that, but 
they have done everything they pocsibly could 
to charge tt low rate. 1-\n announcement ap­
peared in the Dail,ij ilfail of 25th instant, which 
gues to prove that these n1en are business rnen. 

The SECHET.IRY } OR 1\Ir:ms: That is correct. 

Mr. HUXHA]\1: It is just as well, under the 
circumstance~, that we tully unrlerstancl the 
lJOF:ition of the Benudesert line. 

Mr. KERH: They have not finished with it 
ye. 

The S!WRET.IHY FOH .YirxEs: It is improving 
every yt'a.r. 

Mr. KEHR: It will improve until the repairs 
are to be made. 

The SRCRETARY I<'OH ='>lrNEs: They are kc ,.ping 
it in firf>t-cla.ss condition. 

:\Ir. HG"XHAl\I : I will hke the hon. gentle­
m:tn's word for trwt. The hon. gentleman should 
consult with the Cabinet, ttnd Ree if snn1e com­
rnon-sen~·e dew c(•ul1i be adopted aB far as our 
railways are concernt:>d. 

The SECJtRTAI\Y FOR }IINE~: The trouble is 
that the tram way only runs nrt a certain ·"'lJeed. 
A 1nuch greater speed ~btaills on onr raihvay~, 
yet passpngers are contu1ually gTn1nbling at the 
Rpeed. Tha.t s::u:es a consicletable arnuunt in the 
line. 

:\Ir. HUX H Ai\I: The Beandesert Tramway 
gil'es marked edrlence of the business ability of 
those \vho mana..ge it. The1·e is anothPr matter 
I wi8h to deal with, and that is in reference to 

[ 111 r. H uxham. 

a question <tsked by the lwn. member for l<'itzroy 
as to the "Dulphiu." 'The aawnn t war:; given at 
£1,771). Now, l question that being the full cost, 
for this rea.son : I w~tnt the Trtat-iurer to note 
this, because we should get further informntion 
about the matter. \Ve know th"t the" Miner'' 
was in attendance on the "Dolphin" for l\bout 
six months. If you put thl\t down at £5 per 
clay, it would run into no less than £1, lOO or 
£1,200, leaving only £700 for the coffer-d"m and 
the material U8ed, ""d the work done, andl say 
that that is tidiculously low. 

The TREABl:RER : Those are the figures up to 
the time she was put into the dock. 

Mr. HUXHAM: I want to know if that in­
cluded the cost of the necessary attendance of 
the '' 1-Iiner"? 

The THEASUI\ER : You f!Ot the &nswer just as 
you gave the question. They are the figures 
given to me by the department. 

Mr. HUXHAM : The hon. member for Fitz­
roy a,;kerl the question, and that was the answer 
given. I do not dispute that for one moment. 
I would have dealt with the dry dock in Scmth 
Brisbane if the return in answer to my question 
had been tallied, because I believe th"t that dock 
can be made to pay better than it is doing at the 
present time. It requires more careful super­
vision, and, in common with other remunerative 
wor!<S, <hould be capitalised, for each depart­
ment should pay for itself. The Government are 
working this; no business will go into it at the 
current rate, and still it is expected to pay. I 
hold that this matter should be gone inro, and 
the different departments given a c.hance of 
workinf( on profitable lines. There is one other 
interesting rnatter which has not bePn touched 
upon. Just prior to the Premier going home, 
the l\:finister for Railways. I understand, had re­
fused a railway ticket t,, the 1Iayor of Brisbane, 
but the Prmnier, behind the Minister'" back, 
gave this pass. I say that is flouting the 
responsible :\Iinister. I nm not going to say 
there is any truth in it; but, from what 
appeared in the daily pape", there sePmed to be 
a great "mount of truth in it. lt would be 
natmally thoug-ht that, as the member for Bris­
bane ~onth, I should expect the s"me courtesy 
for the l\Iavor of South Brbbane, but I do not 
believe tha·t. either the }Iavor of North Brisbane 
or Suuth Brisbane should have thm privilege. 
(Hear, he"r !) If privileges of that sort are 
given, they should be grHnt.ed to presidents of 
'hire councils, who have to travel over long 
distances, ar,d have a lot of work to do. But 
the ratepayers of North and South Brisbane 
naturally expect their representative" to be 
here t,; perform their duties, and there is 
no time for them to take extPnded trips. 
Consequently, I say that this question of giving 
passes should be carefolly guarded. The ques­
tion of in1migration has been brought up, and I 
am not going to dwell on that at any lengr h, but I 
could not help noting tlw remarks paosed by the 
hon. member for Charters Towers on the ques­
tion of the w:tm of cheap labour in our State. If 
the Government are ~incere in what they pur~ 
pose doing, they will show the strictest huper­
vison as far as the introduction of innnigrants is 
concerned, and ~ee that these people are not 
dumped down in our 1-ltate a.t. the r<lte of 
200 per month without providing adetjnate 
means of employment fur . them. It is 
~imply a qne~tion of overloa(hng the labour 
nmrket, and absolutely conges ing it. It would 
mean that the wag-e rate paid in the State at t.he 
present tiine mnst Ruffer, and it would have a 
tenc.h·ncy to make our peo1;lp, as the hrm. men1ber 
for Charters Towers puinterl out, in a far worse 
condition than slaves. This rrwttcr rerninds n1s· 
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of a quotation by tTamt_-:; Hus')cll Lnwell, when 
speaking of the ,]ave trade of l~Gl in his 
"Biglnw Papers,'' when he said-

Sla;very a'm't o' nary colour, 
'Taiu't the hide that makes it WlB; 

All it keers fel' in a feller, 
'::jjuL to make him fill his pu::.s. 

As the hon. member for Charter.; Towers said, 
it did not matter whether it was white, black, 
or brindle, Ru far as the labour was concerned, 
provided it is cll'·;tp. \Ve shnnLl nut take ad van­
tage of the unt· r~nn ttA peufJte who cmne. out 
from time to time to wo• k at a rate of wage that 
will be in conflict with the rate of wage in <exist­
ence here, s,o that these petlple will also be Cdm~ 
pelled to take it because they must h"ve some­
thing to li,-e on. If immigration is taken up in a 
sympathetic \\ay, and c trried out properly, nu 
member on this side of the Hou'e would be averse 
to it. I arn not agains~ imrnigration 1nyself. 
I advanced ruoney t1) bring ln1rnigrants out, but, 
I ha\'e taken care th;ct they were well placed 
when they got here and they die! not luwer the 
wages mling here. Thctt give,; an emphatic 
denial to the statement that we a' a Labour 
party are ag"in"t immigration. I think it would 
be better tu let them come in that w>ey, so that 
they would he so eatidied with their conditions 
of life that they wonld recommend their friends 
also to corne out here. 

:VIr. ::\lU LCAHY (Gympic) :I beg to move the 
acljournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at fifteen minutes to 11 
o'clock. 

Additional Sitting Da_y. 311 




