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168 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

\VEDXESDAY, 25 Xon:3mEn, lOOS. 

The SPEAimn (Hon. John I,eahy, Balloo) took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

APPEtOPRIA'l'IOX DILL No. 1. 
ASSENT. 

The SPEAKER: I have to report that I 
this day presented .to His Excellency the Go­
vernor Appropriation Bill No. 1 for the Royal 
assent, and that His Excellency wato pleased, in 
my presence, to assent thereto in the name and 
on hehalf of His Majesty. 

A n1essage was aldo received from His Excel­
lency formally notifying· his assent. 

PERSONAL EXPI,ANATIOK. 

i\h. l\IANK (C'airn"): With the permission 
of the Home, I desire to make a person"! explana­
tion. I an1 reported in this morning's Courier. 
and also in the OlJser<"c>·, as having said yester­
day-

""'l'"e wonld sooner have the Port Alma Railway than a 
good defence scheme. 

The words I used \Yere "He," meaning the Pre­
mier, "would soaner have the Port Alma Railway 
than a g-ood defence scheme." · 

DEATH OF Mn. BERNAYS. 

The SPEAK ER reported that he had for­
warded_ to Mr. L. F. Bernays a copy of the 
resolutwn j}[tSsed by the House on the 11th 
instant, and that he had received from him a 
letter, whieh he directed the Clerk to read tu 
the House, as follows :-

Toowoomba, 
20th November, 1908. 

Thellononrnble the Spenkerof the I~egislath·e Assetnblr 
Brisbane. ~ ' 

Sir.-I ha ye the hon.onr to acknowledge tlw receipt 
of your letter of 18th Instant. conveying the resoln~ion 
of the LegistatiYe Asll.embly recording its appreciation 
of the f.;PrviPes of the late Clerk. JI1·. L. A. Bernays, 
C.M.G., and its :::.ympathy \vitb his l'elatiYes in their 
be rea Yemen t. 

On bf'lbalf of my late father·~ relations I ha \'f'. to ex­
p-ress their very sineere thanks fot the gracious action 
of the House in passing the above resolution. 

I ha,re the honour to he. 
Sir 

Your obddient servant, 
L. F' BERN AY.:-.. 

QUESTIONS. 
l~XHI<:ALTHY l>DIIGHANTS. 

l\lr. HAMILTON (C/ngm?;): I desire to ask 
the Premier, without notice, if his attention has 
been called to some remo.rks made in anothe1· 
place by De. Taylor when spPaking on the 
Address in Reply. Dr. Taylor 'aid-

A matter of nccessi.t:r wns careful medical inspertion 
to preYent unhea]thy immigrants behlg bronght here. 
Cases had recently come under his notice where men 
were brought out who were calculated to be a burden 
on the State. 

\Vill the hun. gentlel1Jan inquire if there is anv 
foundation for that statement? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. vV. Kidston, Rock­
luu,tpton): I will give t.he hon. member and the 
House full information, as far as I have any 
knowledge on the subject. I may say that all 
imm.igra~ts bro'!ght out here_ have to undergo 
mediCal mRpectwn before bemg shipped from 
London. 'l\vo cases came to 1ny knowledge 
recently where it was quite evident-at least it 
seems to me that it ,,-as quite evident---that the 
medical inspection had been carelessly or per­
fnnctorily gone through in the old conritry. The 
Agent-General has been commnnicatecl with 
pointi11~ nut the need of more careful inspection: 
and told that, if the doctor making the inspec­
tion is careless, to get another doctor, 

PoRT Ar,i\IA AND BnoADiiiDVNT. 

Mr. HARDACRE (Lcichhardt) asked th& 
Secretary for Railways-

1. What is the distance from Rockbampton to Port 
Alma 1:ic' the route of the proposed Port Alma. Rail­
way? 

2. 1Vhat is the distance from Roch:hampton to Broad­
mount viu the railway? 

3 . .At wbat charge per ton ha.-. the It ail \Yay Deprtrt­
ment promiserl the shipping companies to carry from 
Port Alnm to Rockhampton ~ 

4. At what. l'H.te ver ton per mile will this work out~ 
5. "\Vhat chJtrge per ton did the Railway Department 

rec..::ntly quote to n repre~entatiYe of the Dutch l'Hail 
Ste::tn1 I}acl\et Company for the carriage of goods from 
Broad mount to R.ockh~tmpton ~ 

6. At wbat rate per t.on per mile will this work out·~ 
7. lrill he state what i'~ the jnstilkation for <)noting 

such increased ratP- fr m Broadmount to Jt.ocklmmpton, 
&eeing that the distance is con-.;iderably shorter than 
from Port Alma to Itockhampton ':' 

The SECRET.-\RY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. \V. T. Paget, Macka11) replied-

1. Thirty-five mile., thirty-five chains. 
2. r.rwenty-six miles thirty-nine chains. 
~1. The Commissioner agreed with the shipping com­

panies to accept, on certain conditions. 5s. per ton. 
exclusive of wharfage, as hi8 proportion of the through 
rate for general cargo between Rockhampton nnd other 
ports, the wei~ht to be charged a··cording to the ship's 
m~mifest, the los~. if any. in working and interest on 
capital being nssnre(t b~· the .lloeldmmpton Harbour 
Board. 

4. This cn.nnot be arri"ved at ::~.s the weight is chHrged 
nccording to ship's manife"-t, which ir:; generally arrived 
at by measurement. 

5. The rrmllic -:\Ianager, Rockhampton, in reply to­
their inqniry, c1notcd the mileage rates for 27 miles, 
viz. :-First class, l2t<. ]d.; second class, His. 7d.; and 
third cla~s, £1 is. Gd., but. on application being made 
to the ('ommis~ioner he offeretl to quote the Royal 
Dutch Packet Company a special rate for shipment 
traffic between Broadmount "\Vharf and Rockhampton, 
xnd before doing :so asked information as to probable 
extent of business, to which the shipping company has 
not replied. 

At a meeting between the representatives of the· 
shipping companies and the department on the 13th 
.April, HlOO. the Commissioner agreecl to a special rate 
of Hs. per ton, iHClnding wharfage on goods tl·affic 
between Roekllampton a.nrlllroaclmount "~harf. As the 
conditions were not fulfilled and no traflic resulted, this 
rate was never brought into operation. 

6. This cannot he arrived at., as the weight is charged 
according to Rhip's manifest, which is generally arrived!. 
at by measnrement. 

7. 'l'he quotation of 6s. was never brought into, 
operatiOJl as no traftic re;.;nJted, and th~ Traffic Manager 
was therefore quite justified in qnoling the ordinary 
mileage senle stated in answer 1\~o. 5. 

RAIL\YAY J~xPgRT. 

Mr. \VOODS ( Wootlud·c;ta) asked the Secre­
tary for Rai!ways--

1. Is it trm~. as stated in the Jl;·isbane Cow·icr ot 
23rrl instant, that the lhnlwav Cl)tnmissioner has 
engagrd in England an expert to-take up an important 
position in the Railway Department~ 

2. 1\rhat position is snch expert to take up? 

:~. Did tllE' Commjssiouer adxise the Governor in· 
Council, as required by section 53 of the Railways 
.Act of l88H, whieh E-ays tliHt "no appointment shall 
he made from outside the smvicc unless the Commis­
::-ioners shall have preYiomdy certinea under their 
otlicial seal to the Gm"ernor in Council that tberc is no 
per~on in the railway servlCe fit and frualified to be 
vrornoted to suc·h H}Jl)Ointmcut. anrl shall have obtained 
hi:s sanction tO :mell appointment•· :-

4. Is the ~linjstcr of opinion that there are omeers 
and mf'r:. in eYery branc~h of the GoYernment service 
competent to ~ati~tactonly" fill any position in it:-

5. If s-o, why should they be ignored aml an outsider 
appointed: 

6. Has the Stnte not suiler~d cnongh already rro1n. 
the blunders;of imported so-called experts: 
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The SECRETARY Ji'OR RAIL\VAYS 
(Hon. \V. T. Paget, iliaclwy) replied-

1. No. 
2 and 3. See :"<o. 1. 
4. I do not. care a~ .rt:t to express any opinion upon 

the officers and men in e\·cry 1n':Lnch of the Government 
eervice. 

5. Sec J\o . .J .. 
6. Possibly. 

lVIr. \Voon~ : Perhaps rou are ;;oing to engage 
one from Russia. · 

Anm1'IONAL DRY DocK. 

J\lr, PETRIE (1'oO/illml) asked the Treasurer­
!. Hnn: any reports been made by the J.:ngil1cer for 

Harbonrs and Rivers on the most sni.table site"' in the 
:Brisbane R.iver for an additional dry dock~ 

2. If so, will the Trea~nuer lay on the table of the 
House the reports made on the various ~ite~ :-

The TltEASG.RER (Hon. A. G. C Rtw­
ihorn, Enoyyem) replied-

1. The Engineer for Harbours and Rivers has reported 
on certain sites ~uggcsted as suitable for a dry dock. 

2. Yes. I now do so. 

PAP.I<m. 

The following paper, laid on thf' tabl.-, wa& 
ordered to be printed :-RegulationR under the 
Navigation Act of 18/G. 

LOCAL Al.'THORITIEt:i ACT Al\IEND· 
l\IENT BILL. 

LEAVE TO IxTRODUCK 

On the motion of tbe SECRETARY :FOR 
RAILvVAYS, on behalf of the Home Secre­
tary, it wa,; formally rewlveu-

Tllat tlw Honse will, at it~ next ~itting, ref'olve itself 
into a Conuni ttec of the \\'bole to eon~ider of the 
Uesirableness of introdueing a Bill to amend the 
l.ocal Anthoritws Aet of 1902 in certain particulars, 
and for other purposes eonseqncnl tbereon. 

\VOIUCERS' DWELLINGS BILL. 

INITIATION. 

On the motion of the TREASURER, it was 
formally re8olved-

'i'hat the Hottse will, at its next sitting, resolve itself 
into a Committee of the ·whole to consider of the desir­
ableness of introducing a Bill to enable tbe Government 
to assh;t pert-~on8 in receipt of small incomes to provide 
homes for themselves. 

AGl<;NTS FOR SALE O:F (;RO\VN LANDS. 

On the motion of Mr. LESINA (ClC?·mont), 
it was formttlly resolved-

rrlH1t there he laid on thr table Of the Ilonse a return 
showing~ 

1. 'l'he numl)et· of person::-;, outsille the ofltce of the 
Lands Dcpartlllent., who ha Ye been aeting in (~neens­
land ancl other States a-. ag"cnts tor the sale of Crown 
lands and the introtluotion of intenclillg HCttlers. 

2. 1\-ames of agents so appointed. 
3. The amonnt paid to eacb up to ::wth June, HlOtL 
4·. 'rhe number of ::;ettler:s introdneed per medium of 

such agents. 
3. 'rhe area of land actually selecterl by these :-;elec­

tort:'. 
6. The number of free pas~{;S given to sn(']) intending 

!?-ettlers. 
7. 'rotal cost of sueh vasse:-.. 

LAND AU'l'S :FURTHER A:.VmNDMEN'l' 
BILL. 

INITIA'l'lON. 

The SECRE'l'AUY l'OH PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. D. }'. Den ham, Q,;lep): I beg to move-· 

That leave bB given to introdnce a Rill to further 
amend tbe Land Acts. 

Question put and passe.d. 

FIRST READlN(;, 

The SECRETARY l'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I move that the Bili be now nad a first time. 

l\Ir. BO\VMAN (Fortitudr Vallep): I desire 
that the Mini"ter .,hnuld indicate to the House 
in what form he l'isheR to amend the Land Actr 
under the motion submitted by him. 

The SECRETARY Ii'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The £JITiendmentR are or a minor nature, for the 
proper administration of the various Act". I 
can a>tmre the hon. member that there is nothing 
at all of a contenttou,.; nature in the Bill. 

Mr. ArmcY: ,Tust a machinery Bill. 

The SECRETAHY:FOR PUBLIC LANIJS: 
(,lnite a machinery Bill. The latter part is a 
consolidation of various ActR, scattered all over 
the books in one Rubdivi~ion under Part IV. 
I think the hon. member, and lwn. nwmbers 
generally, will recognise that there is nothing of 
a contenttous natnre in the Btll. 

Question put and pa,,ed. 
The second reading of the Bill was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

ADDRESS IX REPLY. 

\V.\XT OF (;oNJ•'IDENCE lVIonox- RgsUMPTION 
OF D~cruu;, 

* Mr. :HAY (FI,.ndo·s), who was receh·ed with 
Opposition "Hear, hears," sairl: I rise to sup· 
port the amendment of the leader of the Oppo­
,.;ition. I fully agree with everything that has 
been Faiu by the members of the House, and 
particularly thPse on our side of the House, in 
giving the Premier a certain amount of vitupera­
tion and a certain amount of abuse, whiCh I 
think he entirely desenes. 

An 0Pl'OSITJON l\lE>JB};Il : "\nd good ad vice. 

Mr. MAY: Ye•s;theyalsogave him a certa!n 
amount of go<d ad vice, which I hope that he wtll 
follow in the futnre. 

0PPOSITIOJS JHE>IBEHH: Hear, hear. 

Mr. l\1A Y : I can say that a great nnmLer of 
the electo'", especially thm·e in my electorate, 
have not Lteen pleased with the Premierfnr some 
time past. It happened that at a meetmg of an 
association ,,f w hi eh I h<tppened to be the 
Recretary at the time that we passed a coJl .. 
demnatory resolution on all those members 
who left the ranks of the Labour party, and 
since that time we h,n·e had good reason 
to take varticnlar notice of the action of the 
Premier, est"eeialiy since the last electton. 
During- the la,t election a certain amo1mt of 
frienrlliness was exprF'3sed between the two 
partieR who went to the country together--the 
Labour party aml tbt' lGdstomtes-and we went 
tn the country on the great constitutional Js:-me. 
At that time tbe Premier gaYe us his word that 
there would be no em\lition at :ell with the I'hilp 
party. lt was felt that the continuous GnvE'rn­
Inent had been in po·wer for so many year~, but 
thev were now out of it and thing-s were going 
along mwothly with the Kidston and Labour 
partiescombinHi in power, while agreatmanyp_ro~ 
Q"res.si \ e n1eaR1ues were l>eing passed. Last sess1on 
there '<V ere a gTPat many progressive rneasures. 

Mr. May.] 
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brought fOt·warcl and !J"''·'ed, and they satisfied 
my constituents in a great degree, with the 
-exception of the 'yndic"te railways. Then the 
·Premier started for Engbnd, and when he got to 
~Ielbourue he 1uad~ Lhut spt>ech in whic:h htj said 
he W.lb entirely done with the L~bonr party, and 
that was the fnrerunner d what has since taken 
place-namely, the coa!iciun between the Philp· 
ites and the Kidstonites. llming the election 
can1paign I said that snch a coalitiun \Vonld cmne 
to pass, but the Ki,htunites throughout theJ 
-country wonlcl not belie1·e me, and said thttt they 
had more faith in the Premier than others had. 

l\Ir. :\lcnPHY: They hac! too much f,lith. 
::\Ir. :\lAY: YRs, they IHtd too much faith. 

They srLid: '" ::-\o 1 the Preulier is a progressh'e 
1nan, and he will never return to the retruga.de 
side of the Honse" \Ve have many things to 
spe"-k about, bnt we will be able to deal with 
them in the debate on the Address in Heply. 
\Vith regard to the question of immigt·Htion, I 
can 8ay that I !wow that in both the Flinders 
and Gregnry di-;tl ictR in the pas~ year a great 
llJ<lilY veople fmve come UlJ there from the 
South, and that rneant that out· own n1en ha.ve 
not had fmfficient W'.)rk to carry them through to 
the end of the year. There are large numbers of 
men walking n.bout our ele<·torates in the North 
and Xorth-wm.;t wh() are \\',;~,tJtirJg- employn1ent 
and. cannot get it, yet at the '·.i:Hl1e tint·3 we are 
ltnporting irnmigrants evPry d:ly in a \V holesale 
nutnnPr fi'Olll th~ old country. A .. nother thing, 
too, they are bringing d01ne:;t)c servant girls out 
here under false pretences. [ behr-ve tho~e whu 
are :-:;ending thenl are rcceiYing £1 a. head f{ ~r 
a.Il tht>y can send IJUt. The gid8 are pro­
mised that when they get out here they 
·will get. from 1;),-;. to 30~. a "·eek. In the recent 
shipment of dmnes,ic sen·ant !--Orls-I can Sj.Jeak 
po~itively on this, and, if nece.s.-mry, bring e\'i­
dence to Rllpport what I :-;Joy----not one of the girls 
who were engotr;ed aR domesric s~rvants were 
dOinestic;'; at H.11. Srnn~ uf them were bannaids, 
and Rome ha(l been working in factorie;;;, but out 
of tbe whole nun1ber of twenty~five n.•t one of 
theli.l 1uvl h8en in douH ~tic kervice at, all in 
England. They came out with the lden, as 
they told the matron who hati charge of them, 
that they were e;-1ir1g tn gPt 1.}:;, a \Ve~~k at the 
Yery lP:t::;t, and HJo.:;t of thern CXi:-Ject,e- \ to get 
30s. a week, and they were also tuld th<tt after 
they had. hf-en out here a few n1nnths, owing to 
the Ltct that thei'e were n1ore rnen in the cuuntry 
than \Vmnen, they were going- to g-et rnttrried to 11 
squatter or ~omoone elS~'-J uf thr:,t kind. (Laugh~ 
tcr.) A great u:auy of the111 wt-re brought unt 
under false prett>nCet'. 

OPPOSITION ME>nmns: Hear, hear: 
Mr. 1\L\ Y : I would like to refer to one 

little matter-t,hat is, the bit of a row there 
has been between the hon. senil)l' mernber 
for Ip.3wich and the Premier, with regard to 
the judgeohip. I think this i,; a matter in 
which the :r\orthmn p~rt of th8 State shunld 
receivA Rorne c.m:-:;iderntion. \Vhenevcr the 
jud~~eR rne nppuinh...d, there is never any con~ider­
atiun giYen to the barristers residing ln the 
Northern portion of the State at all, although I 
say that we ha,·e equ>tlly a3 good men in the 
:0rorth as we have got in the South. (Hear, 
hear!) ~-\n,[ their claim' sh'.Jnld be considered 
at; we1l as those in this city. 1 arn not going to 
detain the !louse fur any tiine on this questwn, 
a.s nwst uf the rr1a~ters will come up fol' discus­
sion a><ain <Hl the :\.ddrees in l:teply. After the 
Con~'itution strng{{le \\'hic:h vve had recently, I 
can ::;ay that then' are a. good 1nany elector;-; trorn 
where I come frorn wht) would rather see ~fr. 
Philp in power in preference to the Kidstonites. 

The Sl'EAKER: Order~ Ao I h>tve already 
pointE-d our, hon. 1nembcr:; addre.ssing the I-{ouse 

[il·f r. M ay. 

should refer to other hon. members by the name 
of their con~tituencie.-::. 'fhe hon. g-entleman 
referred to :\Ir. Pbilp just now. He ,;bould 
have S<tid the hon, member fm 'l\.Jwnsville. 

:\Ir. :\IA Y: ~rnne of my elec',or,; would rather 
~ee the hon. 1nmnber for '1\nvnsville in power 
th~n the present Prem1er. '\Ve, in the l'\orth, 
reckon that this coalition has clone us the 
greatest amount of f(oOd. It has consolidated 
the La:1our party up ;'{ orth, and it has resulted 
in bringing thuse half~hr-arted Labuut supporters 
and Kidstonites stmight into the Labour party. 
If \Ve had an election to~utorrow you would ·find 
the Labom varty would come back far "'nd 
a.W:'1y strongPr tha.u what we have done in p::tt:t 
election:;. 

0PPOmTTON ::\IE"IBERS: Hear, hea<· ! 
:\fr. PA Y::'\i'E (Jlitr:hcll): The Minister for 

Lands and the other memb·rs supporting th,~ 
(}overnrnent, in speaking on thi" question the 
other evening, tried to prove by figures th:tt the 
present coalition. was sanctioned bJ; the people .of 
Clueensland d11r1ng the last electwn. I clann 
that no such Ranction Wtt'l given. It n1nst be 
within the rnernury of e\·ery hon. Inember l 1f thiR 
Chamber, a"i It is within the n1emory of every­
individual member of the general public, thoot 
the p::uties now Rupporting the Government went 
to the country at the last geneeal el 'Ction 
a"! t\vn distinct parties-namely, the Kid:-;ton 
P'"rty on the one hand and the Philp party on 
the other band. 

::\Ir. C.·\l[PBELL: ·what abont the Labour 
party~ 

:\Ir. PAYXE: The-y also went "' a distinct 
party--as the Labonr party. Each leader 
of those distinct parties told the electors 
that there would be no eoalicion, and 

that was the distincG underst:.H1d­
[4 p.m.] ing on which tho•e two parti<'s w~re 

retnrned. The senior rnemher tor 
Town:n·ille, in addressing the electors of ltock~ 
hatnpton, told them he was not going to coalesce 
with the Kidston party; and thte Hon. the 
Premier, in arldressing his con~tituent.-; in 
RockhaiH[Jtnn, said he wa~ not going to cnalesce 
with the Philp party. If either of those 
leaders httd told the electors that there wa,; to be 
:1 coalition between the two partie~, I ant sure 
that neither would have been returned with half 
the number of their respective supporters. 
(Hear, bear') I know that in my elector;~te the 
elector' s.tid they would not vote for a l\.ldston 
c'ctnd id ate; thc•y preferred to vote fur L:>bour. 
r.l'hev retnarkefl that thev tLhV<1JY·":l knew where to 
finrf a, I.JJ.Oour rnan, but tbey could unt IJ1ac~3 a 
Kidstun candidate. I am perfectly certain 
that if this crJa!ition had been rnftde a plank 
at the last general election the parties now 
formin~ the Guvernlnt'nt would Hot now be on 
that side of the House; and I am satisfied that 
if the Labour party had run cauc!idat.es for 
every electorate they would ha1e t.upped the 
pole" by thous"'nds as a party \'ote. Had 
the voters knou n that there was to be a 
coalition between the two partieo opp•>Site, 
!llany of thuse whq cast their votes for Kidston 
candidates would have cast them for Labour. 
I fail to ,,ee how the 1\.Iinister f<>r Lands or 
::tny other hon. gentle1nan can S<'lY that the 
pre~ent c; >alition wa"l sanctioned by the people 
of '-i11eensland at the last election. E\·erytbing 
goes to show that the electors voted dead 
against tho coalition. \Vbatever they rnay want 
in the futnr,·, at the last election they did not 
wa.nt a co<tlir.ion of the two parties opnnsite; 
tnd, to my mind, thi~ coalition is <l distinot 
bread1 of tru"t with the electuf'. The List 
genera,I election \\'as fou~ht on two distinct 
·.lllestions. There m:ty h:tv<l been three ; but the 
t~wo burning f]_nestion~ '>vere the unauthorised 
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expenditure incurred by the senior member for 
Townsrille, ;.dlt) wa~ then Premier, and the un~ 
r~onstitutional action of the Governor in g-ranting 
a dissolution to a 1ninority in Parliatnent. 

.:\[r. BAB~ES: It was not unconstitutional. 

:\h. P )c YXE: \Vhether it was nnconstitn· 
tional or not, those 'vere the two question1:i that 
werA bron3h t pr01ninently before the electors at 
the last Alectlon. I R.lll not now arguing whether 
the action of the G-overnor v.r:-t~ technically Ull· 

con~titntional or not. I'lacards denouncing the 
uncow~titntiona.l actitm were sent tiying through 
the cnuntry li.ke gun1 leaves; cartno s of Lord 
Chelrw;;ford were pm:;ted up in every pnblic vlaee; 
and the public mind w;ts worked up to a stccte of 
exdternent. 

:'vir. B.ut~E.'i: Yon worked it for >ill it was 
·worth. 

:\lr. P ,\ Yi'IE: l sew that the pnblic mind was 
in an excited state on aeconnt of the idea that 
the people were lnsin.~· their frcedon1. I don't 
think it wa.s pos~:ble for ttll:-f nwn to have (t.1ne 
rnore to ereatn that e~.:citeinent in the ulind~ of 
the people than the pre~ent PrPinier, \Vhq went 
nnt of hi:~ \Yny tt) eonvince the e1ec"nrs of Queens~ 
land that he and thPse who worl<f"l with him 
were tighting tn pre.:;en e v. hat thPi c forefathers 
had fought to ~ecure cPnturieR agn. I remember 
hin1 sta,nding on the ftonr of this H.l>U38 during 
the criBi~, and I <-Ul1 \villing to <tehnit that olrler 
rnmnbers of this Cha1nl1er than tnyself were 
co,n·ied away by the effect5 of the spet:'ch he made 
on tb<lt occa~iou. \Ve know the patriotic }Jro­
ntises that \Vet·e made c•n this que..,tinn, and we 
know the siucere plt:dges that \.\ m·t~ gh·en ; bnt 
what h<-IS hecnnte of the \Vhole lot 'f Thev were 
simply a ln~s and n. heap of fireworks, ann n·;)thing 
ha.::; bt'en done. Then ~1p:ain, this coalitioiJ ha.<:; 
~urrounding:-. that are snch as would preven~ any 
fair-lnindt tl nwn fnnn giving it hi.:' snppor•". rrhe 
hon. u:.e1nber for lirisbrtne South, .\lx. ~-\irey, 
speaking here thP other evenini!, told lB that 
arrangements hatl been rnad~ for this CO-llition 
behind the backs of four of the :\[inbter,. The 
Premier talb >J.!ot about being fmnk and candid. 
bnt I see nothing frank or canrlid in making 
negutiation,, for a co~tliLion with the Philp ]Jarty 
viben four 111ernher~ of bi~ CahinPt knew nothing 
about what was going on, lt ;:.:;eems to tne tbat 
there was something- fishy about it; anrl-I say 
tha~ the fact of the n8goti~JiDns not Leing 
fair and ~(pwre nutl abnYe board is a I'f'ason 
for being- Oflpm:ed to the ('Ortlitiou. I re-
1ne1nlwr thr~t t.lH~ Premier, in the speech he 
delivered on the fl,,or d this House on the 
occasion to which I havt~ referred, ralled 
the thm1 l\Iiui,trv a (lueotl-Rtrc<'t Ministry. 
In fact, he said that te:nn was too Lroad-~-he 
e:tlled the1n a CI)Hricr ::\linistry. In the name of 
cmnmnn st•n;;;e~ what would yon cnll thmn now? 
The Prf'rnit:r ha~ JtUtdP a great llFtny IJromises 
to thi~ Chrnnber, and I ha,\'P. been informed 
by nne of his latt~ ~\[lni.-;ters tha.t \vhen he went 
to Englflud he would intervie'.V the Colonial 
Office in reference to thP action of the Governor, 
bnt we heHd nothin~ at all ah 'Ut that. He 
crea.tet1 great enthnsia~n1 at the lru;;t cri~ri.-:, and, 
to sum it np in a nut-Bhell, it was rdl tlrev.iorks­
there W<t~ no hnneRt intention in it; and the nwre 
a n1atJ ~reR thrnnt:,·h it, the r11ore he is convinced 
that the Prrmier, at tlu>; titue {lf that cri.~i~, wa.:; 
let'ing otf a grr~at dt~al of tire works. Something 
has been Raid in rf:'ferFnce to the llllelltp)uyed in 
this st~te. I do l\Ot knnw how they compiled 
those nutnbers, but I do know tbj~-·<t rnnre Iui:.:;­
leading statt=-n1ent hag. never been placed hefure 
this ChambPr. The Prcrnier saiJ, accor<ling to 
the official tignre~, that there we1e eight.y·Rix 
unempl,yed in C{ueenslancl. \Vhy, I have seen 
1nore than that in tnv o\vn electln ate, During 
the last recess I ba ve seen rnore than fifty shea . .rcrs 

unemployed, and who ha Ye nenr done a tap of 
work this ye,H. The h011. mernhcr fm· Charters 
Towers also nointed out there \Vel'esume hnndreds 
of unemployed in Uharters Tower", and the hon. 
111e1nher f~n· Gyn1pie pointer-l out tl-H·te were un~ 
employed the~·e. I do not think it i.' a good 
thing for the country to 111ake a stHtenwut t?at 
there are unemployed if ther·e are not. I thmk 
it \Vnuld be a Yt:ry ba(l thiug- abo to say th~re 
are un nneruploycd whe11 nnm~Jers are lookm~ 
for work. lt must bn :t very Jaulty method nt 
CtJmpiling theRe fignrf:-'-"', lH:~c;:~nse I an1 satisti.ed 
they ttrQ \'ery 1ni~leaLling. 'rh8y want tu w1pe 
t.hat parcicn1ar ofi}ce out altogether, and put it 
on a ~ounder footing. There is another inatter 
I will just tuuch un in reference to this un­
employed qne!:.-'tion, anJ I mentione~ the Juatter 
the \'ery fir,t time I aclclre·-serl th!R Chmn!Jer.' 
It i~ one of tbe greatest ilnportanet>. There 1R a 
number of nnemplrlyed in Central Qneensla.nd­
local )JBople who ai·e dependent on the inclns­
trie~, and strangerf' are g-iven the work. 

:\Ir. THoH~ : \V by is th:tt ·~ 

:\Ir. PAYNE: I do not want to make a bogey 
of this qneetinll. 1 ba\'e been throngh Central 
C)ueensland. having- travelled nwnv thousands of 
n\ileR, and fn BverY shert~'ing-shed.' f came to ~~ 
Central (2ueo1...:;land dnrmg tbP- !a~t reces~, t .J 

percent. ot tht~ 1uen ~hearing there were ~trangers. 
l do no~ ~~t.v ~t.rangen3 have t•O right there; I do 
not think we should ~top llH:'ll coming frorn the, 
sonthern Ntate:-; berP, but l do say thi:Lt it 1~ not 
a yery patrintic :-;pi! it f,~r thn::;e nwn \~;ho ~re 
running t.he industrieFl, f'UCh :lS gr.-zing-, to gn·e 
preferenc::: to ~onthern l!IPn, and the 1nca! 111en, 
with their wiYf~ and little children tll support,w 
are not g·i\en a,n oppnrtnnity to t'arn sufficient 
rrHmPy to kJ:~ep then1 in the 01'•1inary neues~aries 
of life. l ~aY there i.-. :-;om8thin~ wrong ahout 
that. Id" n"ot think it wPnld l.Jp a goo<l thing to 
compt·l eiHployer:"o of 1n.bour to eug<'tge any. parti~ 
eular lllan; I think be 'honld have Lbe nght to 
pleabe himself; hut., all th ng,; I, ing eqtml, the 
localtllilll, who i::. dependent ft·r his exisLence on 
that l'articnlar indnstry~ :-;honld have the pre~ 
ft>rencf', an~.i it i..- not Ueiug done now. 1 rcn1~~n1her 
when the Prernier waR in Lun_vre':ch one tnnr, a. 
deputa tilln n1et him tht;re, ayd he rt',ceh·ed it 
very \\ annly. On that ocCitHOH he thrt-'W n_e,v 
light on this metter. He Fa id it \\-as a bad tlnng 
for (~ttPensland; they paid no inco1~·1e tax and 
there "'as none {1f the 1noney earned In tha~ par~ 
ticnlar industry dil"'tribnteU through the State. 
He said he did nut kn!lW what he conld dn, hut 
he wonld clo what be could to see thttt something 
was done'" that the loc"llabonJ·et·s sh,nld g-et a 
uhance of work. :b-,urther, another voin_t in 
reference to this unemployed flU"~tion: I re­
member last .Tune-the leader of this party may 
be able to throw ~flme light on it-last J nnc 100 
111e11 landEcl fl'unl -victori:t in two bo<-t.ts iJn the 
strength of a paragri.!ph they had seen in a lncal 
paper f:a:ving if they t tm.e h_ere tbe~r would ge~ 
biX n_~_onth~' empl(Jynn:•nt 111 the ~anetil·]ds, a11d .I 
went to the Treasury with the leader uf tlns 
pitrty .~eeking to g·et ,~ntficient n1oney to take 
them back. 

lVIr. Bu\\.:'IL\~ : ( Juite tnw. 

:\Ir. l'AYXE: \VLile I am one of those men 
who believe we hrtxe (\. n~ry bi.~ area uf C(lnntry 
to F:ettle in Qneen:-;L:l.nd--·~[ think we .._.._,ant thou­
Hands of people here-~bnt l think it is a very 
bad thing to bring a, lot of working 1nen her~, 
into a mnrket that is already overflooded. It IS 

said the L::tbour party do nc;t helieYe in irnruigra­
tion, bni; that i.s not true. \Ve know very weH 
the progre::;~ of thi.-; great St:, te of. ({neensland 
can ne\ e1· go ahead without populatiOn. 

~Ir. HA,ULTO~ : Of the right sort. 

Mr. Payne.] 
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Mr. PAYNE: But what we object to is bring­
ing immigrant:-; here nnder fa.lse pretences­
dumping them down here and allowing them tu 
<"nter a labour market which i.; already over­
flooded. I would jn;;t like t" g·J hack to iny pre­
vious remarks in reference to tbP al'peal made tu 
the electors at the last general election-the 
appeal that wa.; excited by the l'relllier in refer­
ence to the freedom and liberties of the people of 
Qneenslawl being at stakP. The electors of 
Qneemlancl re5ponded to that cry ; there is no 
doubt the electors of Queen,land at the last 
general election responded to the cry that was 
rai,ed for the liberty and freedom and the safe­
guarding of the [Je<>]lle of this State, by sending 
back twenty·two Labour tnember'd and twenty 
odd Kidstonites-we were one on that par­
ticular qnestion. The L"bonr party and the 
Kidston party, a~ far as the con~titnt.ional 
question wnH concerned, were one, nnd the 
p81 1flle of Q.uePnsland at the last general election 
made no nn,take in <leciding that th<•y <lid not 
want-they did not recjuire any part.,· in power 
that attempte<l to usurp the freedom and liber­
ties that were given to them by theirfnrefathers. 
That is another reason why I think this presenl 
coalition is a violation of the trust of the electors 
of Queensland that was given at the last electinn. 
Another reason, I think, why the 1•eople of 
Queensland should not be satisfied with this 
Government is, that there is no promise hy the 
Kidston party for an amendment of the \Vorkers' 
Compensation Act. I do not believe there is 
one question in Queensland 'lt the present time 
that rNrnire~ more imnwdiat~ attention than an 
arnendment of the \Vorkers: Comp(m~~a,tiun Act. 
J speak with a knowledge of this subject, bee~ use 
in my own electorate, had it not been that the 
'vorkers have a very powerful organisation 
behind them, a great many of them would have 
got nothing. Jn e1ght cases out of ten, they 
had to tight in the court. The employers 
did not cqre. I have seen several of them, 
and they S<ly, "rfbis it; not a 1natter for 
us. \Ye do not lose whether the n1en get 
hurt or not. \Ye h"·e them insured." The 
trouble is with the insumnce companies. In 
every case the insurancA companie::; try to beat 
the men out of their dne. nr else the men have to 
go to court. I know of 'three ca,es in which the 
insurance con1panieR have come along, and 
offered men ;vho have been injured a lnmp gum. 
The men did not accept this at first, and 
the co1npaniP-H kept then1 hanging on for 
a conple of months, nnt.il eventually they 
accepted the amount offered by the insur­
ance con1panief;, which was 11nt the mnount 
they were entitled t" receive under the Act. 
\V e have been promised a llill providing for 
State in~urance unde-r the 'Vorkers' Corn~ 
pensation Ace. There i., no donbt that the 
insun nee should be nationalised, anti I hope 
the Government will see their way to bring 
in this Bill wnn, and also a Bi 1 to amend the 
Act in such a way that a man will get compensa­
tion from the moment he is ininrcrl inst<ead of 
being kept out of it for a fnrt~ight. There is 
one little matter of a per"'mal nature to which I 
wish to ~efer before I sit down. The other 
evening the hon. memh r for Fitzroy stated that, 
when t.he hon. rne1nber for Gl't>gory waR Govern­
nient "whiv," he always found how the Go\·ern­
Inent snpporters were g-oing, and then voted 
with hi~ o\vn crowd tt) save his face. A tnorf': 
incorrect, a n1nre unmanly, or a more mi.;;;erable 
statement never fell h·om the lips of any nun in 
thi·; Chamber. I shall refer to Hu,,sard to show 
exactly what took place on the occ 1sion referred 
to. On page 2,1GD of HanNatd f,,,. 190.), the hon. 
Utember for (}rt>gory made sorne remarkR in 
advnJacy of the principle of peq•etu:1l lease> 
which the member,; of the Labour party cle"ired 

[11£ r. Payne. 

to have included in a Land Bill which was then 
before the Chamber. The hon. member for 
Gregnry had spoken in favour of the principle, 
and the then Secretary for Lands said some­
thing in reference to the attitude taken up by 
the Government "whip." This is what the 
hon. member for Gregory said in rfply to the 
hon. geut18man--

lf the Mlni.ster had notified the Committee that ho 
would introduec the prineiple next yeal>, it would have 
:-;aved a lot of discussion. As for the homily whkh 
the hon. gentleman had delivered to him. H he thought 
because he was (iovcrnment whip he was g-oing to 
~wallow Rll his prmciples the hon. gentleman -was 
much mistaken. If the Governmcut wanted a whip of 
that sort, they had better look for someone else. He 
was a member of the lAlbour party, and had never 
departed from the principle inYolYetl in tl11· olanse ; 
hut tor the sake of l;Hing GoYernmeut whip he was not 
~oing to .swallOY>' his l)rinciples. He knew the opposi­
tion and iulrigue wbtch the GoYermncnt l1ad had to 
light, and he b-ad done his Yery best to try ant1 assist 
them on many oecn~i.ons, but be wa~ going to stand by 
the principle of perpetual leases, becau~c he hatl 
alway:; belie red in it. 
The.hon. member for Gregory then went to the 
tablP, wrote out his resignation .as "whip," and 
took it to the then Premier, }lr., now Sir 
Arthur, 1\Iorgan, who was ill in bed at the ti:nP. 
1\Ir. Morgan, to his credit, asked the hon. mem­
ber for Gregory to withdraw bis resignation,. 
and told him he could speak and vote as he liked. 
Whatever difference• of opinion there may be be­
tween n1ember.~ in this Clv1n1ber, it is a nliser­
able thing when a man will get up and deli­
berately concoct a statement with a view to. 
injuring another hon. member in his electoratP. 

1\Ir. OoWAP: It takes a lot of explanation. 

1\Ir. PAYNE: The hon. member tnlks a lot 
about the principles of the La hour patty, but we 
know there was a period in the history of the 
Labour movement in Queensh>nd when a man 
had to have a backbone if he associated himself 
with the Labour party. \Ve had a CLmBervative 
Go\'ernment in power, and the whole powers of 
the law were used against ne. At that time the 
hon. member for Gregory prnnd himself a man .. 
Had the hnn. member for l<'itzrov bee.n here at 
that time, I am quitf' satisfied thO:t he would nob 
have acted like the hon. member for Gregory. 
The present Home Secretary and other hon. 
gentlemen who were members of the MiniHtry 
in 1905 can get up and say whether I am slatmg 
the truth or not. 

Mr. Oo\VAP: The "Yotes and Proceedings" 
Bhow how he voted. 

Mr. P A YNE : I am not accu"tomed to mak­
ing falee "tatements in tbis Chamber, and if 
what I say is not correct, hon. gentlemen can 
geL up and contr•dict what I have said. 

3\Ir. ADAMSON (Jim·y/,urou_r;h): In rising to 
sup1'ort the amendment mowd by the le·1der 
of the Opposition, I feel that I am acting in 
harmony with fact. ann that I am actinc; in 
harmuny with what is righteons. But before pro­
ceeding to arldress my,;elf to the main question, 
I wish to refer to two or three things which 
dropped fFlOI hm1. n1embers during the course 
of this discussion. I am very sorry to have to 
refer to the speech delivered last night by my 
friend, the hon. member for Olermonr.. He saio 
Rmne thiugs which IJllt thi.e party in a wrong 
light; and, unless he explainR them, I, at any 
rate, 1nust run CL1nnter to hint in rny opinions 
regarrling thoRe matter~. li\n· in:-;tance, he 
stt>ted that the Labour electors of Queensland 
were not c treful concerning the kind of men 
that they voted for. Of course, I "m quite 
conscious th,;t he can explain that in a certain 
way; and, if he does explain it in that way, I 
have no quarrel with him. l3nt I contend there is 
no party in this House, there is no party in the 
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world, which is more careful in the sele~tion of 
eandidates than the Labour party. \Ve take the 
·best method possible of trying· to get the men who 
are nwst in harmony with our principles; and 
again and again men have been refused the en­
dorsement of the Central Political Executive 
Bimply because their character did not come up 
to the standard that we believed in. Another 
thing which the hon. member said last night was 
ah:;u nut of place, so far as a socialistic party iR 
·<Joncerned. In referring to the party which is 
Reated on the cross Opposition benches, and to 
those like them, the hon. member said th>lt this 
party was too tolerant-that we needed to be 
more bigoted, more intolerant, narrower, bitterer. 
Perilona!ly, I hold that there is no party w hi eh 
·<lan ,.fford to be intolerant, and no party which 

can less afford to be intolerant than 
[4.30 p.m.] the Laboue party. No socialistic 

party can take the stand that they 
are intolerant of other people's opinions. \Vhy, 
to my mind, the essence of socialism is based on 
the •principle of mutual respect, mutual regttrd, 
.ltnd mutual helpfulness. I would remind the 
hon. member of such words as those given utter­
.ltnce to by the poet \Vhittier, when he said-

Not thine the bigot's partial plea; 
~ot thine the ze:.tlot's ban; 

Thou well canst spare a love of Thee 
Wlnch ends in hate of man. 

And I say that no man who hates his fellow man, 
nr engenders bitterness concerning his fellow 
man, or who deliberately injures his feJl,nv man, 
<lan he a true onuialist or a true follower of the 
Labour party. 

1\Ir. MAXWELL: h that why you passed a ven­
-det.ta ag:.tinst ex-Labour nu:mbers? 

:Yir. ADAMSOX: I have passed a vendetta 
on no one. A great party, in protecting its 
rights, while not bemg vindictive personally, 
must take a definite stand in rele,tion to prin­
cip1es. I run speaking against bigotry and 
intolf'rance, not again8t detiniteneNs, not against 
a party having a definite progrannne and seeing 
that it" lllembers sub>crihe to that progr'l.mme. 
I have no C]Uarrel with that kind of thing, bnt I 
say th·;t neither this party nor any other party 
<ean affurd to cultivatH Huch Hentiment~ :1s were 
recommended bv the hon. member for Clermont, 
last night. I have nothing rnore to say conc~"rn~ 
ing the matter, but in order to place this party 
in a right. lJOSition befnre the CtJuntry, I wish to 
add that tfte principles of this party me hased 
upon love, based 11pnn the Christian religion, 
and that the gre,~t aim and end of the party is 
the uplif ing and betterment of humanity in every 
way possible. 

LABOUR i\IEMDEHEi : Hear, he«r! 

Mr. A DAMSON: Another thing I wish to 
refer to iR the Hpeech which W<•S 1nade last even· 
ing by the hon. member for Bulimha. The hon. 
memher defended the coalition, and defended it 
1Hl the gronnd of patrioti~nn. He took A.XC8lJtion 
to a statement my hon. friend the jnni,1r rnen1~ 
ber for Charters Tuwers made regarding the 
definition of P"triotiom. 'rhe definition given by 
my hrm. friend was not his own-it was the 
detinition of a greater n1an, and I suvpo .. e rnost 
1nen would ~ay a grealer man than auy rnan in 
this House at the ]•resent time. 

Mr. ILU!!LTO!\': Greater even than the hon. 
member for Bulimha. 

Mr. ADAMSO:f: Yes; grettter even than 
the hon. member for Bulimba, ccnd, from an in­
tellFcrual stand point, greater than any member 
of thi' H.,nse Tne definiLi<m was that of Dr. 
J ohns •n. It may not be a true definirion, but 
that is a m~tter of opinion. That definition 
was thnt "Patrin: iom is the last refuge of <1 

scoundrel." Everyone knows that patrioti::;m, or 

love of country, has led men to do very strange 
things at which we would blush. \Vhile spe-:lk­
ing of one's lt1ve of one's native ]and, the hon. 
member C]Uoted Tennyson, and one ban. m ern ber 
said that I was restless while he was making 
reference to a poem of Tennyson's, the Ode to 
the fclueen. The only thing I was restless about 
was that the ban. member did not quote the 
poem properly. \Vhen I hear a man quote 
poetry which he has down on his notes, I expect 
him to quote it correctly. The bun. member 
did not quCJte the poem correctly, and he did 
not quote it as far as he might have done. I 
suppose be was referring to the :Ylinistry ou the 
Treasury bench ,in this House when he quoted 
the words-

And statesmen at her Council met, 
1-Yho knew the season wht:n to take 
Occasion by the hand and make 
'rhc bounds of freedom wider yet-

The ban. member said "greater yet," but" wider 
yet" is right., and is much better. He might 
have continued the quotrttion, and have given us 
these words-

By shaping some angnRt decree, 
1Yhich kept her throne unsllaken still, 
Broad-baseJ upon her peopl,·'s will, 
And compassed by the inviolate sea. 

Is the policy of the Government-the policy 
approved by their supporters- "broad-based 
upon the people's will?" 

LABOUR .JYIE)JllEHS: No. 

Mr. ADAMSON: Looking at the figures of 
the last election one cannot help coming to the 
conclusion Lhat it is a make-shift Govetnmt"nt, a 
GtlVernmPnt uf interested parties, a Government 
of men who care more for tllemselVf'S Lhan for the 
people's will. Then, there is another spe· eh I 
should like to reftr to, and thttt is the speech of 
the hon. member for Cook. That hon. meo:her 
told us that the Premier bad given all to this 
party, and that this party had given notbing to 
the Premier. Having carefully considered wl1at 
has taken place dnri11g the last two st-s~ion~, I 
have come to the conclusion that the boot is on 
the other l<g, that the truth is the other way. 
Th:tt nlight perhaps beau t'xtrerne statt me11t to 
make, but, at any rate, it is a fair retort if the 
hon. member for Co k holds that the Premier 
has given all to us, for I can jn"'t as truly and as 
righteously say that we have given everything to 
the l'remier. Personally, I would rather say 
that we were mutnally helping each o her, and 
mutually have been trying to give the c<mntry 
the laws that the country asked for. Huw far 
is that true of the parties that are fused at 1 he 
present time? \V ere they working ha1 monion,;iy 
together during the last two sessions? Everyune 
knows that on all the principal measures pnssed 
during the lasttwose,sio"s the twopMtiesthat are 
nowfu~ed were antagonistic, rnutna 1 ly Jestructi ve, 
seeking to hurt each o· her. And Y<'t the hon. 
member for Cook tel sus that the Prewier has 
given ns all, a nu that we h"ve gtven him 
nothing! I shall further refer to this mat er a" 
I proceed with my speech. At pre,ent I shall 
nwrdy say that it is a remark~hle thing that l he 
Premier should have sought an alliance wi• b the 
Opposition party, led by >he bon. m· mber fur 
Townsville, Mr. Philp, and that he did uot .-eck 
to go on with his work in this l-louse, tru:--ting 
to the support which would have been ho~<estly 
given to him by the La' our ]>arty. lf be h"d 
done that he wou!d ha Ye acted rn"re in harmony 
with the wi•l of the people, as •·xptessed at the 
last general election, than he is d«ing at the 
prP~ent tin1e. I aL-o wish to Ill<-< ke referer ce to 
tt1e speech delivered by the junior mew her for 
South Brisbane, Mr. Airey. I want to s.y that 
that Sf eech wa'"' IJUe of , he best ~pt-'ec 1 m:: l have 
listened to in th1s House. l<'or hiti: g sarcasm, 

111 r. Adamson.] 
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pungent humotll' withont undue bitternes~, for 
the production and correct ma!"halling of facts, 
for cla1ste, forcible langnag-e, for fine literary 
alln~inns, for appositene~s of expre8sion, anct 
fnr epi~ram, no "peech that I h<l ve heucl in this 
Honse was better than the speech deliverPd by 
the hon. meml•er for B1isbane tloulh. He placed 
the situation in a \'E:lry clenr light, and it seems 
to me it it' a very sad th:ng that when one man 
hn~ ~npported another s(' -.;LrPnuonsly, Ro readily, 
and so willingly, and has fought fnr him Ho 
cmtraReon~ly n"' the hon. n1ernber has d:)ne for 
the Premier, he ,;lwuld be thrown overb<lard 
after all he has done for the Premier and his 
programnoe. There is another thing I should 
like to reft>r to, and that is the epiRode in con­
nection vdth the ~t>nior 1nemhE-r for Ips\Yich. 
\Yhatc\·er sn:nn1e el:..;e nmy think, n1v ;..yrnpathiPs 
are with the hou. membee fur Ir'"wich. He 
may not he witlwut faults. I do not know that 
any man in this House is without his faults. ] 
atn quite sure I arr1 not. Th~ hem. Inember 
rr1ay h.ave done smne things he ought not to have 
done. I ban newr met a man who has not. Bnt 
I could not understand the bitterness of the 
Home Scorehry in the speech he made in 
reply to the hon. member for Ipswich, and 
I conld not help asking myself was there 
not ;;on1e political jealousy in the tnatter ? 
I coulclnot help asking that; I could no~ help 
usking myself,''" I thought nf things that had 
taken place, wat; there snn1e professional jealousy; 
was there some professional underhand work 
going on when the hon. rnember fnr l!Jswich, 
after having served as he had rlone in the posi­
tion nf A._ttorney-GPneral for ti ve years, shou1d 
be refused the judgeship? Of couue, we ma) 
be told t.h"t it should he taken ouL of the domain 
of politi< ,, altogether, and I for one snlYcribe to 
that. I bolJ that such a position sbonld not be 
the gift of any politician, or should not, as the 
Hmne Secretary said, be given to any UHll1 
simply hecau~e lu~ was in a position by political 
accident. I think it shonld be given to the best 
fitted man. I. quite ageee with that,, bnt why 
should :\Ir. Bla1r have been the man who was to 
be the scapegoat in this particnlar? And I conld 
not, as I watched the Premier while the hon. 
tne1nber for Ip~wich vva8 spPaking, but, notice 
bow be seemed to t11rn a kind of yellowich, 
green, black. (Laughter.) There was a peculiar 
look about him as he !i,,tened to that speech. I 
could not help saying to myself, well that is 
a P"ycho]ogical revelation. The Prernier to me is 
a psychological puzzle, and that is how the thing 
stauds as far as I am concerm l. I thmk, how­
ever, that the hon. member for Ipswich will yet 
get his chance politicnlly, or his chance profeR­
siowllly, and I hope that in the future he may 
havA a successful career. Now, there was 
another thing referrerl to in this dehate. I refer 
to th" worcls nf the Sc,cretary for Public Lands 
when be spoke in rebtion to the matter of this 
party stultif:ving itFPlf so far aR the suspension 
of the Standing Orden; was cone;erned. _._-\s one 
of the party, I think we made a mistake in that, 
and] want to S'•Y that others of the party have 
th•Jnght that, bnt it was not as hns been said 
so ldndl_y by the ver~atile author of "I{osmo~,'' 
0r those 'vho ;se nnder hin1 in that remark­
able peper, the Brisbane Td,graph- it was 
not hPcaw.;e we did not kuow the ru1es of 
procedure, not bPcan.;:e \VC were intel1fctua1ly 
ana~rn1c, it \Yas becautie we were politically 
ge.ner•'UR; it wo.s bec:-tu5e we rlid not want to 
intprfere with the pul)lic ~ervants receiving their 
Ralariet!. ~rnne of ns felt that we ought not 
to ha Ye ev·cn c,1nsidered tho,t. hut since we had 
:rnoverl. a '-'Ote nf want of coDfi.dence we should 
have prntesterl, at any rate, ~gainst the Bn:o::pen­
&ion nf theStonrlingOrrlers, and per"oually I think 
that that woulcl have been the right thing to do. 

P·Ir. Adamson. 

I only mention this because I want to com·inc" 
this House that we are not '"'eh big fools on this 
side as son1e people rnay seent to think we ~Ht'-. 
There i~< anr•ther thing I want to refer to here, 
and I want to speak about this as strongly and 
emphatically as 1 can. The Premier said, 
rrae:tically, that this party receives its policy 
from its masters on the hill. \Veil, so far as I 
am concerned, I do not believe that. (Hear, 
hear!) I know nothing abont that. 

J\lr. COYXF.: And he knows it. 

:\lr. ADAI\TSOK : I lmo'>'- of no !llctster ex­
cevt u1y constituents. I own an allegiance h 
the party to which I belong. and that party's 
policy, so far a.s I know, iR fraruerl in convention~ 
i:; subm-itted to the organisntit>nA, and it is 
framed in a far 1110re denlocrt.tic \\'a:V than any 
other polic·y in thiR H onse, than_any olhf:r polic: 
in ~\us'ralirr, in rny opinion. t\o that when he 
talks about our IW1Rter~ on tlw hill 1 it seen1s to 
111e that it would be a good thin~ if Le would 
j'JRt think aloout the masters that he has got. 
\Vhat took place at the caucus the other day? 
He talks ab<Jnt caucus rule, and yet to-day he is 
under caucus rule, and he has to take his orders 
from the caucus, and the policy is to be coloured 
by the caucus. The man who has said so much 
against the caucus in tbe past is a cancus-ridden 
individual at the present time. 'There was 
another thing that I conld not help noticing, and 
I am glad that last nif(ht the Premier explained 
this. He referred to the clails to which the hrm. 
member for :Fortitude \"alley belonge,J. \Veil, I 
am glad be says that he belonge to the working 
class. I am glad that it is not to be bairl of him, 
"That he has forgotten the place from which he 
grew, and thinks himself the- JJord knows who!"' 
I am glad that he still thinks-

The runk i~ lmt. the gninr-n ·s stamp, 
'l'he man's the gowd for a' that. 

Mr. \V. H. BAHXES: Don't we all belong ta 
the working class'! 

Jl.fr. ADAJ\ISOK: There are some wrm who 
think then"elves a good deal better than certain 
kinds of the working-clasg mPn, at any rate. I 
am glad the Premier put his position right as 
far as he is concerned. I wanted to remind hin, 
of this fact-that it was wen "f the class of the 
hrm. member for Fortitnde Y alley who made 
hirn; Inen who have stood by him in tinH~s of 
stress, and storm, and f:1ilure; men who have 
helped him all the way through ; and he would 
not have been the Premier of (~ueensland to-dav 
had it not been for men of tbis type. Tbere f, 
another thing that has come on t frUlll time to 
time in this debate, and the Premier has made a 
great deal about it--that we are simpl,· opposing 
hi m personally. That is what he says. l have 
never oppo,ed hin1 personal]~-, neitlwr ont,c~ide 
nnr insiriu this l-Iouse, and in any !-<peeches I have 
mane I have simply dealt with the principlH o£ 
his policY. 1 say that he has not been trne to 
the principles of that J<olicy, and beeanse of that 
I have Clll1df'mnec1 him ns a politjcian-con­
demned his actions in not being faithful and 
eonsistent with the p<>licy that be laid down. 
])ut Jt Heems to rne now thnt. when one speaks 
about the hon. lHE:'Inber for H-ockhan1pton, nne 
has to cln it" with bated breath, with wbispering 
humbleness," and one has to remember that he 
is the Prime Minister of Queensland. 

1\Ir. AH<EY: Tt is mentioned se,·en times in 
the Governnr'R S1Jeech. 

J'.Ir. A DAJ\180'>' : \Ye are told that the .Tews 
used the word "~Tehnvah" on]y on very ran=! 
occaRiOllR, and they pan~.;ed long before thAY used 
the word; and it ~een1H to 1ne that, before one 
speaks in Q11eensland of JYir. Kidston and his 
politics, one has to halt and think whether one is 
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going to please hhn, even if we are only going to 
criticise him fairly. I do not think it is a fair 
thing to take np 'that pusitinn, and it seems tu 
me there has heen too much wbinin[( of that sort. 
Coming to the amenclrr"'nt moved ·by the leader 
of the Opposition, I want to say that I support 
his :nnendtnent because I look upon thi-3 coalition 
as a cordition of a politically immoral nature. 
It is mid on every hand to.day that no pnblic 
men can be trusted, and that feeling has been 
intensified by this cmtlition. 

.i\1r. HARDAOHE : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. ADAMSOK : Somebody has said that 
the tirne for moving thiN nwtion of want uf con­
fidence was inopportune, and that if we had 
been a wise party we should have been certain 
we could have carried the amendment before we 
proposed it in this Chamber. \V ell, we are not 
t:mre that we are not going to ca,rl'y it. Some of 
us beliere we are going to c~rry it. but I hold 
that party intPrests and party welfare ought to 
be put aBide smnetillle.:-:, no matter ':vhat 111a.y 
follow, and we ought to take our stand fearlessly 
whether we are going to be defeated or not for 
what we believe to be the right thing, and for 
that which the people of this State wants. John 
Bright used to say that the Goverrvnent of any 
country ought to be based on the moral law­
ought to be ha sed on the llecalogne. I want to 
say that the coalition which has taken place is 
based on a. suhve-rsion of the n1oral law--a rever· 
sion of the llecalogue. 

~fr. HARlJACRE : Hear, hear! 

Mr. ADAMSOJ'\: 1 hold that this is a pulitic­
ally in1rrwral coalition, and that never befure in 
the history of Australia has the politics of the 
country been dragged in the gutter the" ay they 
are through this coalition-politically, I mean. 
Now, I want to consider this. Yon will find 
that any coalition with the Phil p party was 
denounced by the Premier in his Hockhampton 
manifesto. I want you to listen to wha\ the 
hon. j!entleman said ii1 his policy speech in Rock­
hampton. He says here-

But it is <lne to the public thfLt I slwnld makP a fTank 
and elear stateHlent as to the dremnslan(•c..: wlneh 
rcsnitcd in my parting with :nr. Deulwm. (Ilear. hear~) 
Many or you, or course, knO\Y that for some \Yeeks prior 
to m~- retnrn from Kew ZPaland a great de.1.l of 
negotiating had been going on Rmongst eertain gfmtlt.­
men in the ~outhern part of the ~tate. chietly in 
Brisbane. The general object of the negotiations seems 
to ha.Tf' been a rearrangement of thr. Government and 
or parties. On nw return to Qnecnslanrl 1 found that 
1\Tr. Deoham's idea of dealing with the sitnat.ion was 
that. the 'iovernment should eonle~ce with the Philp 
party. (f,aughter.) This extraordinary proposal, if I 
hall n_greed to it, would lmve meant tlntt, wbi!st I wa:-; 
to be gnwion.~l.v permitted to remain Premier. I shonld 
hav< tu n.lllOYe from the Ciibinet tlHt)C m· four 
JHinister- who have always been perfcetly lo~-al-:tJt.:ar, 
hear !)--WhO ]la Ye diS0hHrged theh• smreral dutiv~ abl\ 
and welL and n~ain~t ·wholl! l ha Ye never had reason t'o 
utter one W{IJ'(l of complaint. (.\pplan~e., It wonlt.l 
also ha Ye meant ~ornething in!lnitely wor~e than that. 
It woulfllune meant the betrayal by the <:overnm,)nt 
of a large nnmbel' of the men who lHtd trnstetl antl ~up­
parted them in the !a~l Parliamf'nt-(hear.llear ~1-InalJ\" 
of wh0111 bave g-ot into s.erions politi(~altroublf' becan.~;P 
ot' their loyalty to us. 

And I wonld like this Houec to listen to this 
part·-

But apart. from 1l1j::., the pcrs.on~ll a:-;pect of the 
mattt~r.~neh a proposHl, if carrie.d ont, wonld ha\zJ been 
demoralising- in the l'XtrGHJ(' to the tone of am· pub lie 
life-(llf:ar, bear ~)-and iujurious to the hr"t interc.:;ts 
or Queensland. U.pplause.) I tfJl\l ~\lr. Dcnbmn tho5~e 
thingR, and that his propos~tl for an A,lliancc wiih the 
Pllilp 1mrty was a rnntter whi<'h T conld not sPrioudv 
entertain or discuss, anrl that public atfairs YI'OUld no't 
be dealt with on tllP~e line<.; whilst I remained b·emicr. 
(Loud applau:3c.) Ministers had arran~crl to meet on 
the morning of Thnrstlay, the l.;t of .::: ehrnar.r, for the 
pHT!JOSe of discm;sing the details of the Government 
policy. l3nt, beforr entering on such a work. 1 thought 
it clr<.;irable to at:iccrtain whether )fr. Denllam wa~ still 

of tbc t:ame opinion witll regard to mmtlg-amating wilh 
the PhHp party. ~lr. Dcnlmm, \Ylwn spoken to, fnmkiy 
admitted that he intended to join the Philp party 
whether his eolleagne~ did so or not. It wat; therefore 
deemed advisttble that :J-1r. Denltam :-.lwnld retire from 
the Cahinet- (boar, hear :1-thc other }1inbter.s pro­
eceding ·with the work of formulating a polwy \Yitllont 
his assistftnCe. I~rom thhi statement of tlw f.tets you 
wlli see that the Gon~rnment poliey which I am going 
to lay bcfort' you to-night hnd no be.tring whatever 
npou Jlr. Denharn lenYin~ the Gon~rnment. (Hear, 
1Ieat• !1 lie had neYel' :-;cen the programme-[:IHr. KEH1t: 
'l'llat's tlle poiut.J--alltl CYCll ~t tlri~ lliOment tloPs not. 
know what it ·b (Hear, lle~r :1 lt is therefore qnite 
elear that the character of om· programme hatl nothiug­
whatcrer to do with hi~ retiremcnl. The one and onl\· 
rtifi'CTOllCC' bctWfl811 :\Ir. llf'nbam and llis eollcagnes wa~ 
that lle wished to make an nllianee wir.h the Philp 
party, rtnd we refnsc·d to entertain so extraordinary a 
propmml. (Applause.) 

And yet, while h-J said tl~:1t in his policv '['eeeh 
at Rockhampton, he ha.-.; c urlfd it out now. 
And at a later elate tfmn that he said w<w.,e 
tbing~ about the hon. rnemb"'r for 1\rwnsville. 
.lust listen to what he says here, in speaking 
during the constitutional oonte'·t. He refers to 
the import~nce of it. Thi.s was a statetuent he 
made at Rockhampton on the Sth of ;) aunarv, 
l:JOS- . 

'l'IIJ•; l.\li'O!U.\NCt< Of TlfJ: CoNTU:>T. 

The Pliilp reaetionarics fully realise how important 
thi~ contest is. They will try to throw· dn::-t in yont 
Pyes, they will tl'y to gf•t yon to 1Jelieye it i!:' 110t 'Yorth 
bothering about-a little dispute ahnnt the pm .. tal rote1 

a \rages bO<trd, Ol' :-;onwtlliug Pbe. They kiHnY how im­
pOl·taut this struggle i:-. 'l'lte.r hnow that tlte force~ of 
democracy and of reaction are at death grips o-rer this 
4tnes.tion. :Jlen with an\' scn8c of decencY in them 
would hardly h~,vc elnug io o!tkc a~ tlle Philp Jl inistn 
ltave done if they llid not know that it w~.,~ tlio 1a;t 
desperate chance. 1LrJ1Hl ap11lan~e.J 

Yet he has giYen them another chance· 
rrhe rutl truth or the 111atter i.s tlwt Mr. Philp brongllt 

abont tllis election simply as a de~perate gambler wbo 
is ruined alrradY make5~ one de~11erate la~t throw to trv 
to rr·cover himself. ::\ow, realising a~ tlley (10 the ini­
pot·tan{'e of the contest. a$ I have alrendy &aid, they 
arc not likely to !5t.iek ar. tn1les to win. rrlif':: ha Ye pnt 
oft the eleetion to tlte last. day they c·onld pnt it otr 
withont allowing- ~ome Lllonsands of men to Ytlte who 
went on the roll at the IJer~emhcr court. 1'hPy have 
changed the dHy of pollil:g from ~atnrday to lreclne~d':ty 
for no oth~.:r rr:Js.on than this--that. they will prev811t 
hundredi:', prohably thr,n,:;an(ls, ot' ·working men in 
Queen~lancl from })(dng able to exerci~e their vote an(l 
voi(•e. 

The11, again, he says worse things than eYen 
that. At the close of his speech he saici-

l,iast want to ~ay one word in conclnsiou. I han~ 
pnrposely refrained from tou(~hing- on many <1nestions. 
as 1 ·wish to focns pnhlie attention on the main issue 
the people haYe to settl8. I hn.YG mren rdrained fr ll! 

Tcferring to the compo~ition nf this mi."crablc Pllilp 
l\T.imstry-a 1Hini~5-try that.was the laughing st.0rk of its 
own }Jarty, tlle Com·ier ~Iinistry-bcc·mse if every 111an 
in iL had been an ang·el from hean:-n, H be h:1d been a 
Rockhampton man-1l!.ughU-'r)- if tl1eY lHHl l1eld otnce 
a-, tlir~se m~ 11 havf• lJel<l ofhre, if tilcv· lwcl got bellind 
tile Oovernnr and. from that tl'mporai·y sheltl'r, llontc(l 
and denied tlw people of Queensland, [would eaU upon 
YOn to denounce thelll all the :-.ame. In tliis country 
no ~1in1st.ry who defies the Jt<::op1e, who intimidate~ and 
rhrea.ten~ the representatives o£ Qneeuslanft, mnst he 
permitted to shelter hehind tbe Governor. lHPar. 
hP..ar !) 1t ongllt to be tire(l ant, tlraggerl out, and made 
an example of, an(l such an f'XHJuplc H~ will be a warn­
illg to all who in the fnture lt1ay h•1Ye a dc:-oirH to }lllt a 
profane lwnd on self-govt'rutnellt. .Ju::.t thB:'c wor"~ in 
evnclnsion. If' on forget eYer}·tlling- ebe wben pollmg­
Llay come.", remelilbcr tilat they. antl they only. han· 
rigllts who dare maintain tllent. (LotHl and continued 
applause.) 

0PPOSTT10"' 1VIEJr8EHs : Hear. hear ~ 

::\lr. ,\LJAMSOX: \V ell, this man, who could 
use such forcible language as that, a few n1uuths 
after betra\·" the confidence of the eleotorR :tnd 
joins with "the men the electors had rejected, 
and gave them a ]•lace on those Treasury 
benche,;. · 

Mr. MAX\\'Ef,L: Crucify him. 

Mr . .Adamson.] 
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J\Ir. A DAMSON: ::\"o; I do not want to 
crucify him. I will trace the history of this 
coalition. The preFent Premier, I hold, h>ts 
been calculating for this co<Llition for the past 
two year•. \Vhat was the result of the 1:107 
election? There were twenty-eight Philpites 
returned with twenty-fi ,.e Kidstonites, seventeen 
Labourites, and two Independents ; and then 
Mr. Philp sought this coalition-sought it in 
1907. \Vhen we decided to sit here on the back 
Opposition benche' as an independent party the 
Prernier knew that he was not going to drag us 
at his heels; that we had onr distinct policy, 
and we were going to stand fnr what we believed 
to be right, as our elector,; told us to do. \Vhat 
did he do? When we took our places on the 
Opposition cross benches the hon. member began 
to intrigue with the hoo. memberfor 'l'ownsvi!le. 
Listen to what the Hon. R. Philp told the 
electors on the 17th of ,January last, when 
speaking- at Toowong in support of the candida­
ture of ~Mr. Mac:>rtney. This is the report of 
Mr. Philp's speech which appeared in the Jfw·y­
bo,·ough Chronicle-

The Premier (Mr. Jlhilp) to-night addressed a large 
and enthn..,iastic meeting in the M~Lsonie Hall at Too­
wong in support of .Jir. ~1RF;trtncy, who au present is 
absent in England. J.Ir. Philp spoke at Ien!!th on the 
.events whieh led up to the dissolution of Parliament. 
He said th:tt early in last :o;c~:;::;ion Mr. Kidston .-;ent for 
him, and he (Jlr. Philp) discussed '"'ith him the l!Uestion 
of the amalgamation of the two parties. 

But there waq another question, although the 
Premier yesterday denied the statement made by 
the hon. member for Croydon, Mr. ;vrurphy, 
that the Premier s·<id he wonld be -·"gent­
G~neraL \Vhy, in 1007 he had made up his 
mmd to be Agent-Genernl, and I am of opinion 
that if he cannot get his own way over there he 
will go home as Agent-GeneraL And I think 
that if he does the Philp party '"ill then be 
conviuced tbat he i~ a rr1an who cares rnnre for 
place and power than for anybody or anything 
else. 

Mr. K"'OGH; He will make o. very good man 
there. 

J\fr. 130W:IIAN : Yon want io get rid of him. 
Mr. ADAMSOJ'\: Tt is very amusing to listen 

to 1 he hon. member for Ro~ewood. Sometimes 
he 1::3 berating the Prmnier, and sometimts pr~iR­
ing him. 

Mr. PF.THTE: He is not the only man who does 
that. 

;vir. KROUH: I gi\·e praise where it is due. 

Mr. A DAMSON: This is what 1\Ir. Philp 
said in regard to that matter in his speech at 
Toowong- · 

.Por the gre~ter p}jrt of the time they were discn'-sing 
the Agent-(;enf!ralsh~p. hut he did not know "'hether 
Mr. k..i•1ston 1vauted him to go to Lnndon or whether 
).ir. Ktd~ron wanted to go hirn:-;elr. n.,weYer, be gave 
t.he late P1·emicr to uuctcrstanct that be (.Jfr. Plnlp/ 
would not go. 

So that in 1U07 the Hon. the Premier, who told 
U8 j'Pf:iterd{l.y, in replyitrg to the hon, memLer for 
Croydon, th:.tt he was not thinkir•g ahont the 
A..ger.t-(}enerahhip at the caucus tneeting, had 
had it in his mind 'I this time. i\.nd yet, while 
all this wa~ going on, the Pretnier was ~et-king to 
hring the Labour part.y nnder his heel. .And 

~ everybody remembers that v-hile he 
[5 p.m.J was tning to rlothiRthernoment.ous 

trip t•f th8 " Lncinda..'' to• k place · 
and after they hail their conf" b alld refreshment~ 
down t herP thP PrerHier c<-'~.me b<-Jck ~:~ying he 
could not. :;tmnach the bon, n1embf--'r fur Towns­
vil!e, and he had th>n to accept the divided 
allegiance he s;id he wunld never at·cep'. And 
this party, notwith:->tanding the W<1V hM ht:~d in~ 
trigued t:~gain!-<t then1, !{ave him the ~be ... t J'ossrhle 
sup ort h-e could lJa, e. HP. could not have got 
better from any IJOdy of men. \Vhat "ection 

[ Llf r. A damson. 

was it that gave him most trouble during the 1907 
seesion? It was a section of his own party-the 
blacksoilers, as they were called. Those were the 
people he was afraid of in passing democratic 
measures; he knew the Labour party were behind 
him in passing them. And the hnn. member for 
Oxley was intriguing with this party to draw 
their support from the Premier, and, to a certain 
extent, he succeeded. \Ve know that the hon. 
member for Townsville said in a certain place 
that the true Premier of Queensland was in the 
Legislative Council, and was the Hon. A. J. 
Thynne. Then there came the deadlock with 
the Legislative Council, and out of th~tt deadlock 
came the resignation of the senior member for 
Rockhampton ; then the assumption of office by 
the hon .. mernber for Townsville, nnd the forma­
tion of the Cmwie1· Ministry. 

Mr . .AIRI!Y: The first Courier Ministry; we 
have the second one now. 

Mr. A DAMSON : Yes-the first Couriu­
:L\Iinistry. Then there came the dramatic scenes 
in the last sittings of the 1907 session. Every­
body remembers that constitutional speech of 
the Premier; everybody remembers the memoran­
dum drawn up to the Governor; e1•crybody 
remembers the five or six divisions in which the 
Philp party were defeated, and how the Premier 
charged them with clinging to office though 
defen.trcl ; everybody remembers how we met 
after the last sitting of Parliament in the Opposi­
tion room and how the Premier asked us to stand 
by him in this constitutional light. I said to 
him, ".VIr. K1d,ton, I have made up my mind to 
retire from politics; bnt ~·ou have a-ked us to 
tight this consti' utional light. I will st•nrl and 
do it." I promi"ed to do so, though I conld not 
afford to stand and rlo it; and many others did 
the same thing. And what did he say of us in 
connection with that He said this-

I just wish tn say that I nm proud of the men who 
ha Ye stood by me in this matter. I know that many of 
them. having nndergone the cost and worry ol )in elec­
tion only six months ago, no mattf'r llow ('Ol1fi<Ient 
they may he of the con tinned trust and eonfidC'llCe of 
their eonstl tuents, <lo not want to be put to tbc cost and 
worr_y of an election .six months nftcr they have just 
fou~ht one ; and [ do not 1VOlli1Cl' that there has been 
much :Lllxiety felt by members on hoth side.;; of the 
Honse-beeatisc thei·e b uo differeuee ia l'Pgarct to 
that particular point. I do not wonder that there has 
bten a good deal of apprehen:-oion felt on this matter. 
And all the more, bPcause of tlmt.am I prond of the 
1vay in which the rnen of this p<trty have .stoot1 by this 
great principle. wit.hout re~ard to the eon~equences to 
themselves. .\Jter a term of four years in otfice this 
Govcnnncn t goes out of 011icc withOllt having hccu once 
der~ated. 

0I'l'O"ITro:\ and I,.\BOl'll :.\l!otm:Rs: Hear, bear 1 
)h'. KJD.STO~: 'fhi~ Govr.rmnent goes out of ofliee 

1Jec:tU"<e tlwy believe in the right of tl.Jc people of 
this country to manage their own affairs. 

Then take t.he elections of l!JOS. when the Labour 
party,tood shoulder toshould8rwith theKid"ton­
ites. \Yhatwas the result? Thenurnb>r«returned 
were twenty-five Phi1pites, twenty-five Kid­
stuniteR, and twenty-two LabnuriteR. 11-,rom 
that general election the Labour party was the 
only party that returned ,trengthened to this 
Honse; tbe Philp p~rty was weakened ; the 
Kidston party retllained pracrically tbe "me. If 
the 1908 el<ection 'aid anything, it said that the 
Premier· should work with this p:uty in seeking 
to pa~s dernocratic mea .... nn H which the people 
wanted. Yon remember the light that took 
place in connecti··n with the ~1.-ction of Speaker, 
atJcl then in connecti(ln wi h the Plt·ction of 
Uhairrna.n of Committees, and how the Pre1nier 
treated us in tho:-:e rnatter':l though we harl Rtood 
by him at the grc,neral electi"n. On the Address 
in Reply he used these words-

I said at the time tllrLt I was uroud of the men who 
stood \Yith us on that oc.catlion, ·because if half a dozen 
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of them hntl like\l to go over and Fupp;Ht the PllilV 
pal'ty they c·ould han· ~a-rrd t llrm:.->e1Ye~ from the risk 
a11<l ceriain co:;t ot an clect,jou. 

Jlr. 1\.J"Ot;JI: ·which tiJCy have rc;..:rotted e~:er f'inee. 

I want to ,...;nv that I h:1ve ne\'er t'tand~ 
jng ljy the ~~~ P.~Pnt Pr2nlier nt time, anC I 
llo not he!it::\"8 any nJPlnber of thi~ party regrets 
it. \Ve went out t(J tight th~ con:-;t-itutionnl 
fight, to tigbt for st>lf·govecnmPH~~ to J>YE.·Yeut 
(lne(~ns~ai:d fr(ltll beln,.; tre:~tl'll as a Cr(•wn 
colon~·, and 1\'P canw- b:wk vicloriuu:.:. ·yet. the 
m >tu wh<J g·ut. Jnost ont of the fi~ht--\\ ho gut the 
H p-•rk~" uf otiice alH1 all tld;-3 conJfnrtN an(l p(nver 
of office.--if5 the man who has thrown us aside 
and joir,Pd \l.·ith tlw me11 who said the harde~t 
thing~ about hin1 rtt the thne. 

Mr. \V. H. HAH:SEcJ ; Did you nut say hard 
things >tbont him? 

Mr. ADA:\fS();'\; Tt 'een" to me very 
peculi8.r that the hon. lnemlln' fo·c Bulilnba 
shouid l1e ~n:,pnrting the pre~ent Premier r~fter 
all be said abuut tlu1..t hou. gent..lernan. 'rhat 
le:.~d . ., me to a~k thb \V ;:;s it right for tht"'l 
Premier tn ~uy he not ~et on any ln11ger 
with the I1 Jbu11r party? That is the ~t~ttement 
he m:M]P h£~rp hefure he Wf'.nt h) ::\.lelbonrne; it i.-s 
the statL'IllP1lt be made iu }lelbonrne; and he 
n1:--~de the same statenwnt in the (1ld country. 
Take the meH."UrE:'S pas~ed during the past t'~'O 
sel","Jinn.". lnliJ07 \Ve )1t-lf'NE'rl. lht' ChildrPH'~ Conrts 
...._1\.ct, Poor Pri:-:uner~· Ddence A et, Ine(1n18 Tax 
Act Amf:'nchw-'nt ...._4.._ct, and the ...._4.._ppropri<ltion 
Acts. In theJD08 se~~ion we passed the Con:-;ti­
tution .. Act Amendmer~t Act, IrnH1 SurvPyor.s 
.. Ac~, :F .ctories and S!-Jop.:i Act AnH'll(ltnPnt 
Act, E!ectidn:-; Acts .. l\mendmt·nt Aut, Old-age 
Pent:'innR Act1 Technical In~tructi~m Act 1 \V ages 
Boards .. A .. ct, Inspfe~ion uf ::\Iachinery n,ocl 
Scaff,l]ding .. Act, Sng<H' \Vork,:.; Guarantte Act~ 
Atnendru~:-nt ~-\et, Land ActK ..:\mendment Act, 
and the (:}u:1rantee Hail ways. Tnose measure,.; 
we help d him to pass. Y Pt he oaid he could 
not ~etou any longer wit:h tb.., La.bonr p"rty. In 
what dd Wl~Ol11)()::;e hin1? \Ve opposH.l J1i1n in 
four things during thosa hvo s.ps:-;iml~. First, 
when he wanted. 11:-l to giYe 11p our :.;epar;.""Lte 
identify a~ a party; ,:.:;ecnnd, when he W;lnted us 
to allow him to it mend the \V,ges Jloarrh Bill in 
a certc-Lin way :;:.u a~ to plt·ase i he farrner:s' repre­
sentati\'PS~·and bad it nnt been thnt WP stood 
out again-.t him he \Vould ha.ve. mnenrl.ed it in 
the dirt-'ction w;lnted; third, nn the que!'>tion of 
syndicate railway,.;---and whatever anybody nwy 
Ray in tllis House thPy were syndicate railways, 
and they are syndicate raihvayH still ; fonrth, 
we opposed hin1 in the rruttter (Jf t1H~ ..-\..pprol•ria­
tion Bill. \V!w,t ,~hlS said in the G.Jvt>rnor's 
opening 8peech, at the opening of l\1rlia.rnent 
in the first s'"'ion of thiR year, ab.>ut that 
£G87,000 nf un>mtborised expenditure? ,J nst 
li~ten to what was .said-

The latB P!-!rli<illWPt rcfnscd Supply to ~]tow lt~ clis 
appronll of my lc-1.10 HchjseJ£;,hUt a.-: I was(Jf opil1ion 
tlu-tt the country shonld decide on th8 eonstit,nir,nal 
qne~tion oi the relations of tlw 1 wo IIonse.-:. of Parlia­
lllCJJt, on tlw achiee oi my late aflYi.-:eJs, I til.-:-~olYed 
Parliament, and on th•·ir fnt'tllt>r advif'.e antho·i:"ed the 
ex1wmiiture of £H~7.60.5 wit1J0nt. expres~ Parliamentary 
antl!ority. Ton "·ill, tlwrefol'e, be Hsked to p~.ss a 
special Appropriation Hill to cover tile anwunt so 
expend8d. 

And yet, what wa" S>tid at the close of th>tt 
HP,sion '! \Vhat waR said by tbe Minioter for 
Education in anoLhel' placA in relation to tha 
matter? This is what he said-

APPROPHIATION n!LL No 4. 
}""'I R.ST ltEADi.XG. 

This Bill, received from the A~sembly, was read a firs 
time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC !7\STRUC:TION: 
I move thH,t this Bill be read a second time. I may say 
that it is the Annual Appropriation Bill. The :firt"~t. clause 
appropriates the whole of the expenditure for 1907-B, and 

1908-N 

coniinns. ana lrgalise8 everything, awl t.llc second clause 
grant,s ::;npplie~ from Lhe 3\'lth .Ttll1P, l\108, onwards~ 
from tl1c con~ot dat· cl £~.}0.00(1: from trnst and 
spcebl fnncts, '"ClOU,OOil; nncl l-oan fund. £.tOOJ)OO; 
that b to 1t grautf.i filllJPlY Ior the months of July·, 
Angnst., awl <ktohor o.f tile ('Onling year, I 
moYc tllat ilO w read a second time. 

And we find that that was enudoned by the Go­
Vf~rnment before tbe Bill wa::; brought into the 
House. .Al:!.d yet thP} ::-aid there wa~ tf1 l1e a, 
SlJecial Apprnpriai i01; .Bill TJar-::~ed. Of conrse it 
has been , 1id v. c uot "·uffici(""ntly 'vide 
a\v<:tke; that the Ij Jntrty \VeJe not np to 
snnff in this matter; theY did unt, ~ee Ro qniukly 
a._, tbey to ha.ve :.;een. There n1iglJt be 
~ome truth tlw.t.. \V~J did not f,xpect that a 
nwn who fillt'd tlle pusition of the Hon. the 
Prr-111iCI' \VGnld ha.ve rnadc one ~tatement at the 
beginning (,f the RF!\ ion nnd, withont eYorsaying 
a word abont it, acL quite contrary at the end of 
the se.:;sion. 

J\Ir. BmnrA~: He repeated it tO\\<trds the 
dose of the .c;;e::;sion. 

Mr. ADAM::lO~: Ye,; tb:'t is s·~. He ""jcl 
this ITI<ttter would be denlt with ~ep~1ra. 1 el.v. 1 
say, gr..-ll'Jted that '"e wer~ not ali\'e ln the 
rnatrer: \V bat ar~ v. e to J-ia.V about a lll!Ul \Vhn 
\\'On1d intrigue in that \\rtty ir; rnattt·r:-: uf Hu dtal 
in1port.ance a.s the va::-:~iug of the ~n~~I~lieo.; ~~f a 
coun~ry, hen ho had prnmi,eJ they wcmld be 
thoroughly diKcll."~;ed, and ::t specinl Hill bronght 
in for !t? C.m it be s:cid uutbfnlly tlmt the 
pr\1g-ra.nnne uf the hon, nwrr1ber for Townsville 
of 1D07 ~nd the l1ockharnpton pn)gramme (1£ HW7 
are rnore in connnnn than the La!Jonr platfnnn 
and the 1\:idtitcn JH'(·g~·annne'? Th,)t i~ w!wt. has 
he<:n kairi. now-tll:tt thA pn)gramlll':3 of tbe hon. 
n1ernber for Town:-;ville and the tnogrannne of 
the bnn. n1ember for H.ockhampton-that. is the 
Governme!1G ln·ngraln!lle-v, ere rnore in lutrnwny 
than the Labour pl.1tforrn and t1le progr;nnrne of 
the hon. member for Roekharupton. I do not 
think timt that is trw~, and 1 will pn>ve ihab 
before I go much ftArther. I ''-'ant to refer to 
another fa et, that the hon. 1nPrr1ber for TnwnF:ville 
i.-.:·med atJother ruanifet-:to at the elections in l~lOS, 
and I want ;pn.1 to li~ten tu what the .Premier 
r::a.id about t11nt nu.nife:5to. 1'hi" i8 wlHtt he 
said-

Tllouglt I (}icl not reqnh·e to is;snc a m["tnifet-to, l\lr. 
Philp hrt:- i~~ued a TIJ;tmfesto, aud I regret to say it is 
nn ex('f·9din;;ly poor dcllv-:rance-~(ll: ·u·, he<Lr ~)~ 
chnraetcri.-:ed lJy lli;:; n::-,nnl iJH'O!Jseqncnce :nHl inc~paeity. 
r:l'llls feelJ1t~llC'.~s rPrd!y n1alms 3[r. Pllilp cliili<'nlt to tlcal 
\Yith. It 1Yould be f':t,-;iur to fl(·al1vith a ~trouger man. 
He produces; all at111o:-~plwre of helplo~,o:,Jw·,~. I w~tllt to 
call your attention to one or two thmg-s in c~onno~tion 
wHh the m It flllcd three and ::t-llalf coinmns 
of the Jfm~illllff and ln tlmt svace there i.s leBs 
than a eulumn devoted \u a state1nenr of t1w i%tte 1101v 
before tlw country. It i:-> a Jlll~learlmg statement at 
t.hat, ns I will shrnv: bnt Jlr. Philp c,·ideutly wants to 
SWH.lnp the country with bi,..; proJJTi~~~s. He evillently 
wants to blind th(· people of the eouutry. fqr be pnt~ a 
glan~ of pronth:e:c. in LllL'il' eye:. 1"-0 th;tt tltey will not be 
able to :-<cc what is th0 real is.-:ue tht·y hart~ got to 
settle. I trnst. that tllc penplc Wlll not be carrie(l away 
by \Ir. l)hilp't' ]H'OllliS('S. I rec"'.ived a. w re to-d. t}' from 
a Northern con~tittWllC'Y. 1t waP. t'rom a candidate 
there---a Labnnl' man Iie wired to say Omt tlle Pllilp 
c~mdldate there had prornisccl, on tile authority of l\Ir. 
Philp. that he would get a sugar-mill for some tm.rtieuh1!' 
di~trid· thcre-I f01·gct LlH~ name~hnt it was near 
lnghnm. :-mrl 11e wantc 1 to knrlW whether I would 
authorise him to Hw.h:e a like promise. (L,mgbter.) I 
t.olcl that candidate that I WH-" v~>ry son·y; but if ::\lr. 
Philp lw.d de:-,Cemied to that kind of thing, I wns not 
going to make an,Y promisr"i. (Applause.) 

He says that the manifesto issned by Mr. Pbilp· 
at the beginning nf this _yAar v, ~ts a weak thing} .. 
an inconsequential thin~·, a pnor thing in every 
way; and the hon. member f<>r Townsville 
created an atmosphere of helplessness. And 
yet he tells us tu-day that that programme is 
like his own programme. vVhat have we to say 
abunt it? That the Kidston programme is an 

Mr . .A damson.] 



178 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Repl,y. 

inconsequential progran1111c? }.[r. Kid~ ton, tl)o, 
c~eates an atlno~phere of helplessne:->:::; a1od prac­
tically he has becom1e so helpless before the eyes 
of the people that he has got to get the help of 
anothe1 mlln as helpless as himeclf, aml tlwy sit 
there, an 1ncon~eq~ential party, according to his 
own ~tatement, vnth a poor, weak progrannne. 
Even on the nnreali-sed portion l)f the Rocldwmp­
ton programme, I want to sh11w there is more in 
common with the L:tbuur pbtform than with tbe 
Pb1lp programme. l ha.vethese prograu1D1e.:nvilh 
Ine, and anyone ~an take tbeu1 and ex~nnine them 
for themselves--what has been recclisc::! ccnd what 
is unrecclised. I find that tbe agreemem of the 
K1dston and Philp progrannnes itJ in the fol­
l~wing ~ten1s.:-L~nd P?licy, Itnlxlig·rationvolicy, 
l .. clucatwn reform, L1quor Ija.\V reform, and 
Torre~ Strait flervice. Kidston and the Lctbour 
pat·t~,. agree in the following- matters:-lot A 
Conlprd18llSive l\Jining r\etj- \vhlch will inelnde 
P.O\Yer tu rnine on priYate lJrllJH rty; 2ud, l~ducn.~ 
t.Ional _TJl'Ogre~~ ; 8rd, Trade Disputes lLll ; ·Hh, 
S.tate Insnr~u~ce undel' the \Vurkers' C\nnpensa~ 
t1on .._~et; utn, 1-teforrn of t.he Lirt noT I.~ a.\,;:;: 
otb, Superannuation Scheme for rt1blic Ser: 
vice; 7th, Development uf the Agricultural 
Ea.\lk Act, b_y ::t<~nnwing. cberq) 1noney to 
;J~Hd hou~es ;. ~th., Heform ~f the 1.)ivorce La,wR ; 
.lr.h,, Re,hstnbutw:l of Se.cts m the Legis­
lative .AHserrlbly, but no rclnct.vm of niem­
ber.s; 10th, A Tu!Tes Str:1it "enice. And 
there is another rnatter in which we agree with 
him, and thn,t i:-; inigation and the cor'I.servatlon 
of water. I want to ask: Is it right for the 
Vren,~ier to ~ay that he could go 110 fnrtber with 
the Labour p<wt.y? Is it right to say he had 
nwre 1n conHWJll wrth the Philp party than our 
O\Vn platfflrlll? I can prove that his t-:tatement 
~s not in [Jccord~-tnce with facts. The policy hm1. 
~1l8ll1berr.: opposrte ha_ve to.day~th~:; pnllcy of the 
hon. gentleman who 1s at the head of the Govern­
ment-is ,; different policy to what was put 
before the Rockhampton people ccnd the people 
of (..lneensland m 1007. And why do I say that? 
I s<ty tlmt _because he has not an opportunity to 
ca.rry ant hl:-i Rockhamptnn progr:tnuue accord~ 
in5 t,, his own idcah. \Vhat was said at the 
c.ancus rue,e~ing hu:t Thursday'? I want you tn 
hsten to tlns- I referred to it already partially 
but ~ want to rcccd from the Cowrier report: 
This 1s wlw.t he said-

~\._ feeling was expl'cssed in some of the speeches that 
the way wonld be made much easier for members if 
business liK;cly Lobe eonter~tious, or to lJC misunderstood, 
:vere expla,mcd to tllcm pnor to beiug plaecd before the 
House, although it was admitted this cour:-1e might not 
always be conveuient. 

And yet the Premier told us in this Rous~ that-
1.'he 11ropos:'1l \Vhich ~ mnde to that joint meeting of 

the two parties \Vas tlus: It was to be nndcrt:ltood that, 
so ff-Lr as I was concerned, no promise, clirect or implied, 
has been made to induce anyone to agree to the proposal. 
The pro110sal was thi:;-

" (LJ Are the mem?ers uow present prepared to ap­
prove of rne as theu leader, anrl to adopt my Rock­
hampton pr0gra:mme of Pobruary, 1907, as the pro­
gramme of a united party~ 

"{2.) Are they ~urther prepared to give me, a~ Premier, 
as ft·ce a hand w1th regard to any rearrangement of the 
Cabinet which may be neces~ary as I should have if I 
had just been commissioned by His Exr-ellency to form 
a ::\:linb;try ;." 

He tells m that, and yet at the next meeting of 
these two part1es he 1s told he must bring down 
his measures to the c·ccucu,- they must be sub­
mitted there. 

J'.1r. MANN : Caucus rule. 
Mr. MAXWELL: That does not happen to be 

true. 
Mr. AD.AMSON: Well, why is it reported 

in the GoU7·ier? 
Mr. MAXWELL: Sometimes people report 

thinga that are not true. 

[Mr. A damson. 

Mr. J:\I.\NX: Just like you. 
l\Ir. AD.A:YISUX: The hem. member for 

Burke tells 1110 tlwt it is not true. \Veil, the 
Premitw himself practically admitted it in this 
Chawber the other night. He seid that his 
policy would tnlce the colour of the members 
who sat with him. That is to be the policy of 
the J>remier. The man who ha" clenounc;ed the 
caucns-the rnan who talked aJwnt the nw .. sters 
on the hill---has got other rnasters, and ht has 
got to ~mb1nit to c1 .. 11CUR rule. r\..nd t hi~ i~ the 
"strong n1an )'! "I-Iow are the inighty L11len." 
The rC}IUted political Sarmon of (lueem-bnd hac> 
been shorn uf his Rtren~;th, and he is uutcle to 
grind at the ntills of the Philistines! 

An JioNOl'RABLE M~@lBER: The "Philp­
stine3. '' (Lan~hter.) 

:VIr. ADA:'\ISOK: I jmt want to glance for a 
ll10nlent at thE: nature of the p3.l ty opposite. It 
i:-3 a pr>cnlla.r conglomeration. There is a part of 
the old continnous \linistry; there i;-.; a part of the 
old :Philp l\_~inistry; :::;, p:ut of the ·KidstouiteR, a 
pnrt of the old Labourites. It i' altog-ethet· a pie­
bald l\:Iinistry. A-~ the hon. 1neu1ber for Herbert 
Haid, it is a h<~terog-'•1~0i.Fl rnixture of di.scordant 
aton1R, anrl it n1t~Y fall to pieces at, any titne. A.s 
soon a .. -; ev0r their int(~re·)ts c:b.~h, they are so 
di.,corchnt that they will f&ll to piece,, 'fhey 
hav ~ no coherent anrl conwwn policy. It is 
simv1y a pa.tch\vork po1icy, th;:;,t h11s been brought 
together by self-interebt, by greed of place and 
power, and it may crnrnble at auy uwtnent. I 
now \Vant to d·.\·ell for a. nHnnent or two on the 
fact that the Prt!n1ler has announced his hos­
tility to the Fedeml J,abuur porLy and to the 
Cununonwra1th generally. I woul(l ask, \Vhat 
has the Cornn1onwc1lth G-overrnnent rlone to 
injn1·e the St8..tes? \\7 hat is the Oomrnnnwea.lth 
(}overnlnent proposing to do to i_ujnre tbe 
Htates? Is the Cornnwnwealth Government not 
elected bv the same elect.ors as the State 
Legislature, are? \Ve find that there has 
been retnrned to the States by the Common­
wealth £G,OOO,OOO or £7,000,000 more than need 
have been returned. \Ve know that the Com­
monwealth Government has benefited Queens­
land particularly by its sug:tr policy. \Ve know 
that during the time of dmught and distress the 
CrJlnrnon\vealth starved its own services in order 
to help the Strttes. \Ve know, too, that the 
Commonwealth Parliament has passed better in­
dustrial legisbtion for the workers than the 
States Legislatnres have, and we believe our­
selves th<tt industrial unification would be a good 
thing so far as industriallegislat!on is concerned. 
~t least I do. Then, too, what about the finan­
Clal proposals? \Vhy, they are all, as it were, 
in solution. Nobody can tell what is going to 
happen, and it is a mcctter for experts to deal 
with. It is a matter for the best mm in the 
States to come together and try to find a way 
of solving the difficulty. And yet the Premier 
says that he is going to Aght the Federal Labour 
member,;, and that it will be a sad day for them, 
and so forth, and so forth. 

Mr. THORN: The best of experts have at· 
tempted to solve it. 

:Nir. IliAXN : Are you one of them? 
Mr. THORN : No ; the Premier is one of them. 

Mr. ADAMSON: The experts have placed 
their proposals before the country, and not one 
of them has been adopted. The Premier of 
(..lueeneland has made his proposal, but they are 
all in solution, and ~ome vicZ media has to be 
discovered before the question can be settled. 

Mr. THORN: That is only your opinion. 
Mr. ADAMSON: That is proof to me that 

the hon. member has never read the proposals 
that have been made for the settlement of this 
financial problem. He cannot have read the 
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proposals marle by :\fr. Harper, Sir \Villiam 
I"yne, King O'Malley, and ever so many others 
wbo~e na111ed do not co1ne U}J ir~ my 1nind at the 
present time. If he had read them he would 
have known that there had been proposal~ 1nade, 
and that the mattei' is still in Rolution. In 
proposing to fight the Commonwealth the 
Pretnier i.l untrue to his best traditions; he is 
untrue to tbe beo:t of his past life, and to the 
be't politic"! work uf his past life. \Vhrtt is he 
goillg to dn? lie ].:; going to array the furcAs of 
capit~disn1 to fight the den1ocratic forcef:l. 1-Ie is 
.cetting Australians a~ains.t Australians in a v,-ar~ 
fa.re which, in 1ny opinion) is a "\Varfare o£ greed 
and f-elfi.-:dn1e~~.., for place a.nd p(lwf'r. lie says 
tlmt, he to do this fur patriotic 
rea,sons. people are saying that the hctn. 
gentleman care·_, 1n11:·e for place n,nd plH\'er than 
he care:-: for anythinf; ebe. I have g-one HbDnt 
·1}1e countl'V during the las~ few weeks, a.ncl in 
:my hotue " week-end, rnen have been ~a:.~ing 
to me, ': 1net1 c::tllll 1Jt be tru0t~'rL \Ve vote 
for cert<tin men, They '.ty tbey \V ill do certain 
tbingi-', and tlH~Y bt·tray u~. It only means that 
otbeJ -, \V hen they get the chat":; eel wfll c1o like­
wit;e.'' One rnun who Raid that to rue waR ;_1 

Labonr rnan. 1 said) "\V ell, you are a. Labnnr 
HHUL U-et twelve otheT LaL~~ur Jllt'll to cnue 
and tc~ay that to 1ne, and you c .. ,n have rny re~ig­
natiiJH tO-!l10l'fO\V," 

Mr. 1'Hom;: That is all right; but we c;h«ll 
-sPe in a fEW vear.__, you will change yuur mind, 
like all good 1n~n. 

Mr. AD.\.:USO::\: \Ve need not look a few 
years ahearl. I am pt'f pctrecl tosn I' that, now, if that 
is the idem o£ public life in t2ueeusland-tbat the 
men at the hmc\ of affairs are not to be trusted~­
jf the electors are saying tbat, and if a rnajority 
of them think that, I shnll be glad to get, out of 
public life tu-nwrrow, and not h~t•/e thn,t stain on 
rny charac~,e1'. rrhere is another thing that \Vil 

referred to yesterday by the hon. member for 
GyrnpiA, and to which I have refel'l'ecl in ot,ber 
places. The Premier has been set up '" an 
example for our boys to copy, aH a pattern for 
our youth to iutitnte, so far at; oar nat.innallife 
is concerned. \VBll, I want to ask, is hie' example 
an exn,tnple of hone:-;ty, of open-1nindednest1, of 
generosity, of un~elti~hnesR in the ~ervice of 
Queeneland? A great many people think not. 
And, if it is not, then I hold that he has no 
right to be helcl up as an example fnr our boys 
to imitate. I hold that he ,tan<ls before the 
people of QueenRland a8 a r.nan who is secretivP, 
as a 1nn.n who is ~elfish, a~ a rnan who has served 
himself, first and always. It cannot he said of 
him tbat "he came, not to be sen·ed, but to 
serve." One of our poets has used words like 
these-

1Vcre a star ctnenched on high, 
!<'or agu; would its light 

Still f:-dling do\vuwards from the sky 
:Burst on onr \\'Ondcring sigl1t. 

And, when a great (good) num dies, 
For .real'S beyonU onr ken 

The tight llc leaves bt~hind llim lies 
Along the paths of men. 

Is the light that \Villiam Kids ton is shedding poli~ 
tically a light for people to walk in? I hold not. 
The words that can be aptly applied to him are 
the words of one of his national poets. That he 
will-

Go down to the vile dust from whence he sprung, 
rnwept, unhonoured .. and unsung. 

JYfr. LESINA: And "unhung." 

Mr. ADAMSO~: The hon. member for Cler­
mont says" unhnng." \Vel!, I hope that before 
very long, politically, he will be hung, and that 
he will pass out of political life. I would 
appeal to the Premier, and to those associated 
with him, I would appeal to hon. members 

opposite, to do something to remove this feeling 
of snRpiciun conceruing public n1en and the 
public life of Queensland. It is being sctid 
everywhere. I ·vonld urge upon thuse men who 
were once La 1.JonriteH ro w::t!k over hf't'e when 
the clivision bdl rings-(Government laughter)­
and vote to send to oblivion, or to send to 
London, the n1an who bas betrayed the prin­
ciples that he sairl he believed in. 

J.Ir. :;\lAX WELL : ''Judge not that ye be not 
judged." 

1\lr. ADAl\JSO::\: Thnt is a good m"xim. I 
w<mder lf the hon. mC!nlber knows \vhat it 1neans 
-Do not be lHtsty in your jndgmcnb. Do not be 
cen~orions unduly. 

1\Ir. }1AX1YELL: Hear, heCtr! Do not be ha,ty 
in your judgment. 

}fr. AD \1\ISOl\: Do not come to the con· 
c1u.sion that .von know everytliingj :Lnd think 
that everybod,;· ebe knows nothing. 

Mr. \V. H. IL\uc;Es: \Vhy don't you apply 
that to yourself this .1fternoon? 

Mr. ADAi\ISO::\: That is what it means. 
Bnt if .You read un in the 8.::t.nH~ chapter froin 
whi~b that <lUotation is taken, you wlil fin.J this 
said: "En!ry tree b known by its fruits. 
'l'herefore by their fruits ye shall know them." 
And it say:; smuething In ore- '• Be·ware of these 
wbo come anw~1g you in sheep'.s c:othing,', 

but 111wardly are raYGnwg wolves. 
[ii.ilO p.nt.] (L"ng-hter). The Great lleing wbo 

s~dd "J wlge :nut, lest ye be juJged, 
did not say that we \Vere to pu~ onr re--a ,oning· 
fac..:ul~ies ~-.:side. ]-[c snid that we sbot:tht know 
n1en by their fruits, and we h:-n-e :1j right to 
judge them by. their fruit". A week or two 
before the cnalitr1m \\?S forrnedj some men1bers 
on that sid" "poke to me, and they said the 
hardest things they could say about the Prermer, 
and yPt we 1ww find tbo::3e hon. 1:uen1ber:::; joined 
with him in this coalition. 

J\Ir. D. HcNTEH.: You have no right to repeat 
private con versa.tions. 

Mr. ADAMSON: I have not sairl who those 
mr1nbers were, nor ~1a ve I repeated what they 
said ; but, in any case, the hem. 1nember for 
\Voolloongabba bhould be one of the last me': in 
this Chamber to make that remark. Tttere IS a 
stain on the political life of Queembncl through 
the electors having been betrayed in the manner 
they have been by the formation of the present 
coalition ; and I hold that if there were an 
election to~morrow the Kidston and Phiip parties 
would come back to this House in very reduced 
numbers. For the cake of the purity of political 
life in Qneensland I ask hon. members opposite 
to come over here and say by their votes that 
the Premier shall not remain in office any longer. 
I want to close with a passage which you, t:lir, 
brought to my notice. I ask hon. members what 
is the best thing in life? Is it better to have 
place and power and wealth, ancl things of that 
sort or to have honesty and purity of life and 
purpose? To the rnen who are striving for place 
and power, irrespective of fitness for tbose places, 
I would say, in the words of Lecky, which you 
yourself, lYir. Speaker, taught me-

Look down, look down from your glittering heights 
And tell u ~ .re sons of glory, 

'fhe joys and pangs or your eagle flights, 
And the triumph that crowned the story. 

* The rapture that thrilled when the goal was won, 
'rhe goal of a life's desire; 

And a voice replied from the setUng sun: 
"X ay, the dearest and best lies nrgher." 

IJl ,., A. damson. J 
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How oft in such hom·s our fond thoughts str,ty 
'ro the !lr, un of t\YO idle lovers, 

To the wife's l.;:iss, to the child nt play, 
Or gravu that the iong 6l'ttS::i cover-;~ 

* 
And little we'd reek for power or ::;olU, 

Or for all life's v~lin enfleavour, 
If the lwnrt could glow as it glowccl. or old, 

And if youth could abide for ever. 

TheTe is something better than placP and pmver, 
and the things that n1e11 s~riYe NO n1neh after, 
and that i:'; honesty of purpo~e and purity C>f life?, 
p >litically :wd otherwise. I wonld retHind the 
Prenlier that an e1ninent poet said-

A wit's a feather. nnd a clllcf's a ro(l. 
J._ll honc'3t man's the noblt ..;t work of Gael. 

Ho~OliHABJ.1<: 1IE1IBEH2;: I-I ear, hear! 

·> Mr. BAETOX (JJJ·isuanc North): I hrtYe liil­
tenecl to tlw speeches which have been delivered 
by hon. 111emberH sitting on the Oppo:;itim1 
benchrs, and, a:;; :1 newc01ner in this House, I 
must say that my political education has been 
improved, or ought t11 have been imJ·roved, by 
the anwunt of knowledge \Vhich has been poured 
intO my 8:1rR. nlemberR cbim that on that side 
they have on1y oue justifica,tiun fnr their action, 
and that is that thPy Matbfy their Cllnscience~; 
while the only jw;tiiicntiun tb£tt Inemlwr:, on this 
side can plt·ad i< that they are nnited by self­
interest. Like my hon. friend the hon. 1ne1nh:r 
for \VoolloongabUa, I an1 ratht>r in a qu<tndary 
as to the rC'a .. on \Vhy I arn Ritting here, aud still 
tnore f'O as to the reason why I should ;;;it OVf'i.' 

there \Vith the OpposiLion. If I wEre to sit over 
there, I shonltl probably be received in the "'me 
1nanner a~ the hdn. tnelllher for Clennont re­
c..,i ved ~o~ne h•.m. rr1em hl~rs who hnve gone 
oYer to thn.t side, and that is inadnd~~i.lJle. 
Yet I an1, n.ccording to the doc~rine of hon. 
mernber . .:; oppn:.::it.:.•, absolutely unjustified in 
sitting on thi.~ t'ide of the Ohau1bPr. I an1 led to 
n1ake that reu1ark beL1.use, u11fortunately, my 
name, or at all events \:he name of the comn1ercial 
interest I am identified \Vlth, has been brought 
into this l1ebate by varions ll1t'wber:-<, notably the 
hon. 1nemh~r for Gympie, the hon. wpmlwr for 
Olermont., and the hon. rnernber for I..~eichhardt. 
Thn~e bon. mer11bPrs are so1newhat in error in 
corning to the c_;,)nclu.sinu a.t which thev h'aYe 
arrived-nmneJy, that I per:::;onally have derived 
some benefit from the fact that the hon. member 
for Roc!thampton has been Premier for "mne time 
past. 

JYir. Conm: No, no-that he f'ave your corn­
prtny a concession. 

Mr. BAR TON: I know what is meant, and I 
should like to put rt few facts bufore hem. ucem­
hers which will enlig-hten them on the subject. 
I h11IJ2 the I-Iouse \Vill f::XCU:-:;e me refening to a 
1naLter c1f tbis sort, bnt in dew of tlte errone 1ns 
nj:j_,ture of that cnnclns10n it ought, to be corrected. 
(Hear, heftr !) This is unt rt matter of yesterday. 
At the heg-inning nf 1D03 the Valley pt>ople 
wanted electric light. Power to supply that 
electric light was applied for by my C•mtpany. 
The G.>ve~nnwnt at that tune was the M(lrb·an· 
Kidston Guvern1n~nt, and they Te us(~d the 
application of my company, and gTanted the 
n!:'ces.,:;;arv autho1ity to <t local eu1nvany. Of 
course, I have to be thankful to the 1\]c,rgan­
Kidston Government for doing- that. For two 
years that company held the authority gra!lted, and 
then died witnont doing anything, becttu~e they 
regarded tbe venture as unren1unerative. A few 
months later my company applied ag,in to the 
l{id~ton Government for fl. conce::;.;;ion-the ~nrne 
concession under the Act as has been granted in 
other parts of Queensland, including Toowootnba 
-mtrrlely, a conce~sion for fortyMtwo years. For 
the first time in the history of the administration 
of that Act a oompany was refused a conces-

[Mr, Adamson; 

si on for forty-two yeard. \Ve "·ere offered one for 
fonrtern year:3. Naturally that offer wa~ refused~ 
as work under such cor.dltimu~ would. he unre~ 
umnerative. All throngh the ye~!' 1007 lllY com­
l)any battled flH' a L mce:'i~inn for fort~v-two yt J.r~, 
anrl np to the end of t.hnt year it was refn.:;erl by 
the Govemment. At the enrl of tbat Yt"ar the 
C•Jnlpany were offered a thirty-t\VO years·, conc~·s­
sion. 

2\[r. llmnlA!": That was by the Philp Gonrn, 
rnf-mt. 

!VIr. BAHTON: Xo; by tlte KicLtnn Go­
Yennnent before tht•v weut nnt of otfiee. \Ve 
refu~ed thrtt (Jffer, ar'Id ,~.rheEl th y vveul~ ont of 
office we tri1 fl t·O g-et a f1n·ty-th'n ye<1.n/ cnnc:P•­
Kion frcnn tLe "Pbilip Gov,-· ... nnlent., bnt, a-s 
hon. 1nen1bers know, the l)hilp Go'. ~·rnmeut 
cmne to an end Yery s.oon. '\Vben the l(1dston 
Government en me into offl.ce again, they sent n y 
ccnnpany a perelllptory letterj :-;tating that we 
could h1ke the thirty-tv•lo yen..rH' cunce~~~ion or 
letnA it. Hon. members opposite will therefore 
see t.hat I ha\'e nothing to thank the prc -ent 
Gc\Yernn1ent for, and that, ace •n1ing to their 
[!.rgnnients, I ~honld sit on tbe other side of the 
liou~e. If I ha.d been sitting in opposition to the 
Go\·cnnnent lllY cmnpa.nJ: would pn,bahly h:t\'8 
got what other con1panieN have g·ot-a coneei"''iion 
for forty-two yearH. That conce.,'.:cion has neYer 
bet::n refw:;ed fu any cornpauy lmt JninP, 

:i\Jr. ])OW.:\L-\N: \Vn"·· it refused to vou1· co!n-
pany fpr the reason you giYe 't ~ 

:!\!r. BA RTON: I und~r,tand that no honest 
Goverrnueut eYer dared to give to a suppnrter 
what the:y gaYe to their OlJponent~. I :-ay that 
js so~ becitURe T understand froru the gentJe1nen 
on t.he other i-iidt: that the only rf'fl.~on for sitting 
on this side is Relf-intorest, and here an1 I not 
obtaining the reward v;hich is r.;uppn-...ed tu be 
the re\Vanl of gentlemen on this side? I han_~ lost 
ten years of my life throut,b this (~overnment 
being too honest, or attending to the polltir )J 
rn,·ralitif, that are, J nnrlerstand, aektHnvledged, 
and <::ertainly I thit1k it woul1ll)e an 1mfortunate 
nosult if I conlrl not get what. an,·body ebe could 
get. \Vhat In ish to Ray i1"3 that my cundcbuns 
nta.de 1ne a Kid . ..::tonite, and rny int8re~ts n1ake 
1ne an OIJpositic•nist, ~~nd I h;n'e a. difi]cnlty, 
after \V hat I have learnt frm11 gl·ntlHnen opp(lsite, 
who h:J. \re he en doing a1l the teaching. Accord­
ing· to them I ought to sit otl that side f,r my 
inti~rrsiR, and on this sidP for n1y c:•nYictiouR, 
anrl it is difficult to reconcile all Lbese things. I 
shall ha Ye nmch pleasure in voting against the 
anJendment. 

::\Ir. SUJl!"EH : \Vbat is your reason? 

Mr. BAR TON: J\Iy rea>ou iH this : I antici­
pated that, when this Gnvf'Tnment ccHnP before 
thA Hr~u:-:;e, no arrangemPnt \Vonld be ma.de, that 
the Goverrnuent would be in difficultieH beca,n~e 
they had two partieH ngain.~t the1n, rrnd only 
their own p!-Jrty~about 30 per cent. of the Honse 
--to npl:olc\ them, nnd we should have a 
succes,;ion of sbmt-liv<>d Ministrifls. I tiJOnght 
that such W(lnld be the resultj anrl tha\·, PVell tu­
allv out t•f chaos would be evolved a coalition 
G,;, ernrnent. As the L"1Jour party say that 
thfir progr:nnmc prevents them frnn1 combining 
with a.ny party, and sinking t}wir o;,vn principles 
to any extent at all for the purpose of a coalition, 
a coalition with th(~ln w"tR ab-olntely 1mpossible; 
and if we had gone all throngh cham~, a,ncl 
wantfd to :;;et any fnrm of governn1ent at al1, we 
wou'd have had to come to S<lme method of 
coalition ; and c"alition is only possible with 
tho:::e parties whose principle~ do not prevent a 
coalition taking place. The only party in the 
House which could possibly coalesce was a party 
of that kind; and I think, considering the 
differences of opinion--
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Mr. Con:E: \Vhy then did yon go to the 
country on the principle of no coalition with that 
party? 

Mr. BARTON : 1 diclnot. 
:iir. CoYXJC: Your Premier did, 

Mr. BARfOX: I do not know whet.het· no 
coalition v.r;J.s his principle. The facti;; that we 
\vrnt tn the country on two 1natters~the consti* 
tutionaJ rluestion--

An HoxoCit·IBLF: r.IJmBEH: A bog·cy. 

Mr. BA HJ'O:'>: It have lJeen a bngey-I 
do no~ know as as smne hon, g-eutlerrleil 
know, but they n big Rung abont it if it ·was 
a bogPy, \Ve \\ent to the CI)Untry on that queR~ 
tiun c1t all r.nd in 1ny e1ectoL:tte anti :1ll 
ar~)nnd that "'.\~;lS \V A '.Vtrn sent here 
to pnt right 

Ur. CoY:.:B: 

?\lr. It hns been srtid 
Ly tbR b,re t}utt it \'-ras not un~ 
con~ 1:Jitnr,ion;.t-l. \Vo are not all lawyers, <dld \V8 

eannot all Lell what is cunstitutionnl. 
~VIr. Se:uxEtt: l-[e said. yon were vvrollg. 

l\'lr. BARTOX: r nnclerc;tancl th:>t the Je:;al 
·interpretation i:-i that it \V~H nut illt>bal, and tbat 
iL Wati not lHJcqnstitntionill. 

An Hm:oun.1DL"; M!DlBER: 1'\o, yon are wrong. 

l\lr. BAHTON: I shall be glad if I mu 
wrong. \Ve must remember that the Oon,titn­
tinn of ntn· cO~Hitry is re·1lly tho fE.:'l~tlt of a series 
of h~t>.tlt>.'', at1d rh·~t thi..:; ries of battle-.:: really 
Hl81i::c:-; t':1t.: C"!J·,ti u 1.ion. nr.d when \V8 had Lhat 
iight it wa:-; rr.erely tn ·'protect our rights. \Yr e 
thought it wa.::.; \Vrnng and we held an t-dection, 
and if it were c·.n-..~titntil~nal we helped to rnake 
it unconslitulional. \Ye pnt that :\Iini~;try ont, 
anrl it is a me::>:<.a.ge f()r nJl time tn the peopk~ 
of this CJnntry th"t the qLtee.nshnd people 
thought it was 1Ulcrmstitution,d, and wantPd Lo 
nmke it uncousthntlunaL I an1 perfectly sati""fied 
that tha.t ·was the I ca:ue out iu this par­
ticular electorate, anJ aw glad the r~sult was 
ati it wa:-:. 

:iir. LE~lXA: \Vbat was tbe second issue of 
the electiol!s? 

1\Ir. BAit TON: To my mind it was that th8 
finmF~eo; of the conntry \VonJd nnt be properly 
1ooke(l after in the hand8 uf the ~[inistry which 
1vas then in pnw€r. 

:i[l'. AWF:Y: Opposition t.o that party put you 
in for BrlHbane N o.cth. 

::Hr. Jl,\.H.TOI\: I am simply try;ng to jnscify 
n1y lJt-Jit·ve it i:..; a prope-r thing on 

tLi to jnstify and te"ify as to 

S~'Vt'rnl nF?lnbPr:-.; i11terjected. 

Order! These interjec· 
\Vith the hnn. 1nember 
I umst ask hou. me1nbcrs 

interjecting, 

Mr. BARTO::'{: I "m perfectly mtHiecl that 
if we had gone through six, twelve, or eightAen 
mon~!H of cfw'"• the best result to be hoped 
frmn that vel'y painful proceso; of chaos wm1ld 
have b:::dl C•;alition. .As a coalition is impos~ 
sible with t1v~ f..;"8ntlcm1en 1Nhn ~~re now in Opposi­
tion, the 1;nly bGt.'·dti for r.1 ~olid unc1 snbtitautial 
Governn-::ent 1~., thu present coalition, If it fails 
"'We Rhall bave c:hao~, nnd the hon. gentlernen in 
Opp1) .. itinn 1nay have the ch~nce of coruing back 
her~ strong enough to form a. l\Iini~try of t.heir 
own; and, app:uently, ::;uch a :_vrinistry is the 
only one tbcy can support. 

Mr. Cov:>E: \Vhy have a coa!ition at all? 

Mr. BAI\TO:i : I am astonisberl to bear an 
hon. member acJdng why have a coalition at all. 

The fact which we have been advoc;tting a!! the 
time i, that we should luve retained the control 
of ;ctfairs. The other c;ide ha,·e asserted th>tt the 
:i\Iinistry shuuld haYe \Vnrked in tbe sctme 
n1anner as it wodn:d at the beginning of last 
se--;sion-that i.s, in a Rort of coalition with the 
very pr..rty who are oppo~ing thi.-{ c Jalitinn~no":'. 
'rbeir feelin~:r was that the G~,yernm.fnt nt tlns 
C11untrv cunfJ have been c:urif J. on by t.r,yillg to 
unite 'tvvo parties, one of which had a.s their 
fnudanwnt;:1l principle tha-t the\~ conld not sup~ 
port any Government ext.:pting one in \Yhich 
they had a rnajnrity uf l\liui.'Jt{·rs. 

.::VIr. Oov;-;;~ : Has «ny Government in the 
JTederR.l ParJi~untnt yet had a n1ajorjry of their 
own? 

1Ir. BARTOK: That may but we hnpe 
to f:-)tahli~ii i~ ll!l\\', ant1 I hope fnr next fBW 

years it wiil he po~sible to carry it on, and thera 
~vill he u. nwjoriLy bebind the l-1-o\ ernn1~r~t \V hi eh 
will enable theu1 in carry on aud /3.a.tlsfy the 
\vants of the conntry, in adruini~tration ftd well 
a-; iu la.w making, btcu.use they ll11h_;t remen1ber 
that Governrnent does not exist simply for the 
purpc;:;fl pf r'lS·:dng their l;nvs through thP ~-{ous~e 
and arg·ning abou~ such m.·tters, !Jut theu~ ad­
ntinistr;1ti\·e )JO\V~-'1'8 aro fully a...; Important aK 
their legi~latiYe powerd. 

~Ir. Su.:u.XE!\: ~Inre sn. 

1\Ir, BARTO:'<i': Perhaps more so. \Ye p<>ssed 
leaislatiun la~t 8€~~io:n- notably the \V ages 
B~arr!K Bill-that will c.lemand all the kiil in 
a<hninbtratidn t-bat car1 lJI•:··~ibly be placed at 
tht> di-qJo-;~l (!f t.he c-)nntry. I repeat that I 
shall tnHe much p:ea:::;nre in voting against the 
amendment. 

1\Ir, NEI'ITT ( Crtrpcnta.;·ia) : The bon, mem­
ber who has jn't re"m1c•i his srat said he harl 
to testify. l n1ay say that I have , a short 
testinwny to make a~ to wh~,~ I conr·:nder the 
arnendm,mt which has been rnoverl by the leader 
of the Opf)(J'ition shouH be carried in this 
Chamber ;mri I also want to deal wtth "Hne of 
the idio~yncrasie~ of Qw"len ,land politicians, 
particnla;ly of the pre>ent l'rmnie;· :md the 
Minister for Lands. It h:.s c.LUsed me to look 
over Queensland history for the pa~t 20 :ye.ars, 
and I finr:l that there have been several coahtwns 
before and tltey ha,·e all had a di,astrous result 
for C-lu'et~nt-~land. r believe tbat if tbi.q coalition 
is uoiro· tn live for a.nv conf'iclera.Lle length of 
tl~e tl~e 8~Hne disastrull~ resnlb'3 wlll follow. In 
lookin,.: back dnring the time tb~t Sir Thomas 
,::\lcihvrnith was Pn·rnier of (~ueeusland, what do 
we find? \Vc know that the princip~l planks in 
hi.;:; pla~form were colonred labour, syndicate­
railw,l\~9- <Hld nliPnation c_,f h:,nd.>t. On the ot:ber 
hand, ·~v~ have Sir 8. \V. Griffhh, the leader of 
the sPcond party, \vhn chs:::;ifierl w~ a Fnode_rate 
I.Jiberal. Hi~ first cnn.:d~ted of these 
measureN-Uill to a.menct Uritninnl Cudt>, 
Bill to ;tme ~d thn Employer"/ Lia.bHity r\ct., 
Bill tt.J rep(·al the Act rdating to the intJodw> 
tion of JalJOtlr irlJlH Iudia. rrhese are rharacter~ 
i·.tic Bills of n1odi6E i Libend.s. Xow, these two 
giants fought againRt uwh ?ther for a 1~nmber of 
year,, E\·entnaliy tbey tound that Jt, was to 
their intere;-;t-<1nd it ha;:; beet! stated tin1es out 
of nutnh(·r that f'lelf-inter('~t. is alway.s at the 
bottmu of snch coali.tiun~--that these two p<'l.l'ties 
should entne together <tnd 110 longer fig·bt as 
etwruies in the country. They < 'Hne together; 
I think it was in the year lg(l3. For some el~":en 
years prior to that they had occup1ed the poStt!On 
of Premier alternately, one in and the othe:· out. 
In the next P<>rliament the other one woa!d l?e 
in and the other out. I'he result was that m 
part of the time of Sir 'l'bomas ::JTci!wraith's 
l\Iinistry there was supposcri to haY' been'' d.eal 
in steel railc. So strongly did the then Pretmer, 

Mr. Nevitt.] 
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SirS. IV. Griffith, feel over this matter that he 
took a trip to England to find out as to whether 
it was not ]lO" .ible to impe,ch the other gentle­
lnan. If the present Prernier of QuH'ttsland 
harl done hi8 clnty, or doue 'vhat he said he was 
goin3· to do, be would have impe.<ched the 
Prt)lni,·r who nccnpied the position of Prmnie1· 
at the will of Cbelm-ford only at the end of bst 
y~ar and the cmrnnencen:ent of this year. But 
for Rome rea,son or other, which per::;ona1ly I 
have nevpr be,_m able to find ont) tbe::;e t\VO 

giants have come tcgether--

;',h, LE~l:'<:A: Giants, do you call them! 

l\[r. N}:VITT: They hnse cmnR tcg·ether in a 
sintilar 1nann0T to \Vh~Jt the t\VO girtntt:J { ..Jlrte 
together in lBfl'l 

.A. LAnorn 1JJC\IBEH: These are t,wo pigrnie~. 

Mr. i\K\~ITT: An hon. member behind me 
says thr ,,e ar3 two pi;: .. ;.-rnies., <tTJd I believe that 
tbat will be proved the rwxt time we go to the 
country. I firmly be1ieve th·1,t nn the next 
appeal to the country the people of Q•teensb.ml 
will realise that at least they will give the party 
a trial who ha\'8 nPVfW gone back on their prin­
ciple-; or their promlRe8, which i.8 the party now 
Ritting on the Oppo6ition benches. 

Hon. J{,, l'IliLP: Xonsense! 

1Ir. NEVIT1, : The horL mernber says" Non~ 
sense,'' but can any hon. tnmnber OIJlJOsite offt:r 
any evidence that this perty has at any time 
broken the promis<s which they made in the 
country or in this House? 

Hon. R. Pm LP : Yes ; you have. 

Mr. NEVITT: We can give scores of such 
breccches regarding the h<m. gentlemen who 
occupy the other side of the Chamber to-clay. 
They have frequently broken their promises. 
Before I have none, I intend to bring before the 
notice of this Chamber one or two instances o.t 
least where they have broken their promises, 
To go back, in lDO~ the present Premier funnel 
that the dark sbctdes of opposition were not 
congenial to him. He made overtures to the 
then Speaker, 1\Ir. 1Iorga.n. Jlilr. .i\Iorgan had a 
certain foll<Jwing in thi' Chamber, and the two 
of them between them gob a sufficient following 
to form a 1\Iini,try, with the result that those 
who had sat on the Government benche'· for so 
long h:u-1 tn go int.n nppn.-.:iti_nn, a:nd 1 \\rhen thPy 
came oYer here, they were not comfnl'table. 
They tri"d their best from day to d11y to upset 
the Governn1ent.. Intrigue was rampant­
equally 11s rampant as it i,; at the present time 
•- in tbe party sitting on the Government 
benches, with the result that there was a p<trty 
formed in this Home, and on the death of the 
then J\Ifni~ter for l\liuc~) 1\[r. Bro'\~'ne, those 
people \vht) were sitting on the Opposition 
benches had got snfli.cient t-~npport on their side 
to support them--

Hon. R. PH! LP: Do yon say that that was an 
in1n10ral cou,lition? 

1Ir. i\E VITT : If that coalition was an 
immoral one I do not know what you would call 
the present one. 

Hon. H.. Pll!LP: Quite moral. 

?.Ir. NEVITT: The Opposition was then suffi­
ciently strong to prevent the Govern1uent frcnn 
carrying out the business of the country, with the 
result tbab the Government of that day got a dis­
solution aw1 went to the conntry. \Vhat was the 
result of th<Lt election'? vVhy, the gentleman 
who led the party, who said that that coalition 
was an irnmoral one, \ra~ alrnost annihilated in a 
political sense. 

Hon. R. PHILP: No. 

[ 111 r. N evitt. 

:Mr. NEYITT : I say almost annihilated, 
bec.:1nse his numbers were rednct>d by UO per cent. 
in cou1parison with what they crane to the 
Chamber with at the previous eleetion. 

Hon. IL T'JIJLP: The sante thing happened to 
your own party only three year8 afterwards. 

Mr. NEYITT: ?.Iy party 8Xe well able to 
defend themsPl vps in the country ; but you are 
not in the position tu defend yuursdL 

The SJ:'E_O.J(ER: Order! I have hid it down 
on ~·:yvural ncce1.:-;ious-aud it ;o:,eenn; stran.q-e that 
I ha Ye tu by it down Dgain with every r11ernber 
v\dll) rises to Hpeak-that hon. Uletllbers in re­
ferring to other bon. n1en1ben:; in this }{ous.e 
n1ust n:.fer to them b\? the n:1n1es of their cPnstl., 
tuoncieR. I takP thi~ oppnrt1HJity of saying tho.t 
I will insist. on th ,t Standing Order being fol­
lowed in tbl~ respect~ a.A it is absnlutely nece~.;;ary 
to preserve t lH• cnnrte .. ;;y of de hate. 

liOXOCRABLE :\lK\lBEHS: lirar, bAar ! 
.Mr. :-\RYl'l'T: I have no intention of dis­

obeying any. ruling from the Chair. Tho hon. 
member for Townsville interjected, and I could 
not resist the temptation of replying. 

The SPEAKER: I do not want the hon. 
gentleman to misunderstand me. I did n~t say 
anything about the hem. gen.tleman. r~plyn_1g ~o 
the lwn. n1ember for Townsnlle. He lS qn1te 1n 
order in doing tht>t, but he must refer to the 
hon. member by the name of his electorate and 
not by his name. 

HoxomtABLE J\[EMBEH~: Hear, heat· ! 
Mr. :;[]'jVITT : It was some Lime later on-in 

190G, I believe-when the hem. gentleman con­
sidered that it was to his interests to leave the 
ranks of the Labour party. After he left the 
ranks of the Labour party it is not too clear what 
his posi.tion \Va~, except that it atl to retmn the 
position of Premier of Queensland. However, 
the fact remains that he left the Labour party. 
He went to the country some little time after· 
wards and s:tid that he intended in future to 
have no nnrlividrcl allegiance, hut he came back 
in a minority. He had not sufficient backing to 
form an Administration, an<l it has been said 
that prior to the meeting of Parlit>ment he had 
his resignation written out, and w.~ts going to 
tender it to the Governor, Lord Chelmsford. 
\Vhy he did not tender that resignation 
that wa8 writh::m r,nt baR never been rnade 
clear. I underc;tand that he tried his best at 
that time to form a coalition with the then 
Opposition, led by the hon. member for Towns· 
ville, ancl apparently it was unsuccessful. It 
has been sairl that rtfter tbat he forn1ed a 
coa1ition \vith the Lal)()nr party. It h~1s been 
made clear hy the leader of the Labour party 
that a coalitio.n \VaR never entered into hy this 
party with the Kirlston p~rty. 'l'he Labour 
party told him cleo.rly and distinctly, through 
the 'month of the leader of this p1.rty, on the 
floor uf the Honse, that if he inLr,cJnced legisla­
tion not in conflict with nut· plntform he would 
g·et our undiYicled support., with the result tb<tt 
during the whole of that session the I,abour 
party'·supported him, and I scarcely think there 
was an abeentee from the Labour party at any 
time from the division lists, when the Lo.bour 
party were supporting him. I ""Y that the 
Prernier cannot say the .:-:arne of hi.s OH'n party. 
I have already pointed uut where previou:i 
leaders of parti~s in thi•; House have practically 

rlone the ,• nne thing bt·fore. The 
[7 p.m.] time came when the present. Premier 

could not keep himself allied with 
the party he was instrumental in fonning-;­
namely, the Kidston po.rty, and he found 1t 
necessary to throw them overboard, as the hon. 
member for Brisbane South, ::Yle. Airey, said, to. 
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fonn a coherent, progres~ive, and lwn1ogeneons 
den1rcra.tic party. l would like to know how 
the Pre1nier is gnir.g to get tiOllle of the rnerlllJPl'R 

on that side to support the 1neasnre. in the 
Governor';:; Speech placed before n~ un the pre­
sent occasion. Amongst the lH'mni;;;ed Bilb is 
one to restrict the lt J.Ring of land to alim>s. 

The SPEAKER: Order 1 The hon. member 
will nut be in order in di. :us~lug tlJH Govetn<;r's 
Speech until the arnendment has been dlr<pused 
of. T f he wit~hcs to do 1:'0 on the main qnc~tion~ 
he will be in nrder, Jn tl1e rnC'a.ntime, he rnust 
confin~3 hil!lself to the an1endment, or connect his 
renu.t kR with it. 

1\Ir. NE\TITT: I think I shaH he able, l\Ir. 
Spt>aker, to COJlll8ct 1ny rernnrks with the motion 
before t~l8 Huuse. I find, on lo{)ki11~ t.brongb 
Han;w··(7 , the tncmber~ on that f,ide going to eup· 
port thH present. al'rj L\lt·,-:r::l. 
Philp, F·Jrtc-8t, ~Kengh, l1anran) 
and J. C. Cribl.L They h·lve already voted in 
this Chamber <'gah~st the re-triction of leut'ing 
land to alien::", and l would like to know how it 
i.s possihle for these nwmher::<, who vntbd against 
that Bill, to prove to this House that it io eqnally 
essential no' to that Bill as it waH in thc.,;e 
days to keep frmo being placer! on the 
statnte-hook. In 1\104 the me,;ent member 
for TownsviJJe statFd that a ~vave of in~anity 
had spread over C.lueenslalld. \Vhat caused him 
to make tlmt. remark was the face that the party 
he then led had been practically annihilated at 
the 1>fll1ing.Looths. ..---\ccording to the ::!rune line 
of argnment, the hon. gentle1nan is one of those 
people whom he dingnosed as being in()ane, 
because he is a p~rty to keeuing on the Tl'ea· 
sury benches the same men. I think it was 
during the ;.;an1t' ses~inn the hon. n1mnber for 
Townsville stated that he would not trust the 
present Premier with a farthing candle. \Vhttt 
do wo Hncl now? He is prepared to trust him 
with the Trea,ury of (.lneensland~because he is 
now sitting behind thR.t gentleman, •>nd ap­
pareutly is going to back np his policy in this 
lfontie. There are n1~1.ny idiosyncrabie-; in par­
limnentary life, and apparently this is one of 
then1. The8e two gentlernen wPre stated by 
the Hon. the Seccetarv for Fnulic Lctnds to 
hctve ,,n affinity fm e~·eh other. I lookccl up 
the d?tioition of "affinity," and I find that 
it is "a relation constituted by nmrria,ge; an 
alliance; a. ,jlui1arity; che111ical at.t.ractiou." 
\Vhat a.ttinity dld thos2 tv;ru gcntlenli:'n po, se.,.:; 
vvhen tlw! \\'€ff' ()11 the hus.tlngs arpealing for 
the snffrages of the vr:·o1Jl:'? The Pren1i8r stated, 
in speaking- of the holJ. lll81nber T!)W!J.<::Vil!e; 
"But apart from this of the 
matter, .snch a if c cut would 
have br 'n. in the extren1~ to our 
pnblic life and the beiit interests of 
QneurPland." prei3ent Prernier Ftnid tha,t 
at Hockil<1l1l}ltun in 1\)07. He albo s~lid thf hon. 
n1ernber fur ~l\nv11~ville had '' nq n:::.' of 
decency''; yet we find them. sitting tngether 
toRday. ..:\L1d the only explanation \VC can con· 
eel ve i~ that they are sitting together f')r their 
own person•tl ends. On another occ·:~ion the 
}Jre-.;ent Pn-'rnit_-'r reft·rrcd to" Philp, a f'ick c18viL"' 
Yet Thoy bavf' now fallen into e.a.;h ether's arms 
like t\vo lost fri.erJd:::; rnPutin.? ngain. On at1otlcr 
occasion the hem, gentlernan Sf:-'oke uf ''this 
n1isentbln PhiJp ~IInistry, ., and "the Courier 
1\finistry." ... A_ud no\V we li_nd thern to-day sitting 
cheek hv jowL Another expre~sion tu~ed wad 
"Peevish Philp." That was on the 15th .J anuuy 
of the present, year. And, again, he c;aid of the 
hon. melnber for rr(nvnsville that he was .. not 
a man who woulJ stick at trifle.:::." In fonning 
this coalition, it ~eemR that the present Pren1ier 
has lost every political virtue he ever I)(JSse<sed. 
It is queBtion~ble wheth~r he poRsesserl them or 

\vhether it w;1s only lip service. On thA ot.her 
Bide of the ledgt>r \'-'8 havo smne neat f'!.lH~!oving 
ex!Jres.ciiuns u::<ed by the hnn. rnember for Iowns­
vilie towards the present Prenlicr. On one occa­
"•iun he statecf thrtt he did not think thi;-; wa~ the 
sort of n1an the eL-et.ors \'> anted to bt> Pct'Iui.er of 
Qu•'en.:lla~;rl; he did nnt tbink thclt \V.1S the ~ort of 
mnn tn uwke tt·,e cnnntry pn)speron..-.:. -Evi(lently 
the hon. ITH~lllbCr f~Jl' rrownsvi!le thinks very dif. 
ferently nOVI', though tbe.se \Ynrds ustend 
only elg"ht U!.' nine months ngo. D]do 

called the prt'·.:. nt l)r21nier " au and 
"a fool,:' :;'8~ \\1:', fiud theu1 
to~day. ::Jtill wa finO 
the horL gen t,k:rn _tn 
and \vith '' th~ blgg·_ :-:;t rL:t that Qur:ens-
land fJOS·'f•, .ed. Those ~are ~;owe uf the loving 
expressions mar1e nse of by the hon_. 111ernLer for 
T{nVD-"Ville to~:. ards thP pres~mt J?rel!lier.' On 
another he c_J1ed the Lun. r;' ntJem 1n 
"n, and •· it tric-k~lf'l'." 1-le .~aid the 
wonH:n <1f Qnten~:;bnd :~aw throngh l\Lr. :Kid­
ston:s triekery a:ncl knavety, ttnd votecl for the 
Philp party, l.Jecau~£ they knew 'hat J\le. Kids ton 
did all he could to take tl:w vote fron1 the won1en. 
J\liml you, that was in J'ebrtmry of this year. 
Tbn~e dayR later the elect<Jr.s of Queensland 
spoke, and tlw oE1y party tlw.\r could give any 
1nore confidence to than was given nine n1on ths 
hefo1·e w ~ls thG pa1·ty sitting on the~.e 0 pposition 
benclws to· clay. \\T e wore the only party that 
went to the country and cmne back with an in­
creased nwjority. There was not one 1nernber 
now sitting on the UppPsition beuches prior tu 
the election uf February of the pre<ent yeer but 
what c>~rnc back 

1\Ir. \V. H. D.\HXES : How maHy of your 
people were helped in by their a'eocicttion with 
the Premier? 

::\Ir. NEVITT : I "hall den! with the hon. 
member for Bnlimb~c directly. (Hear, hear!) I 
was remarking that this was the only party thnt 
went to the c;(~untry and cnrne back with 
increased numbers-tiwt the country could truiit 
with any 1non~ confidence; and I say if the 
htte Philp Adn,inistration had not been in power 
at the time they would not have COlf.iO bnek \Vith 
even twenty-five followtcr>;. ..._L\. good deal of 
corruption took pLwe even at t:le Jagt slectiunj 
anrl bAfore I ha,·e finished I BlHtll deal with the 
1\linister for Lan(b, whn, at th::Lt particular 
timej was -::,druinistering the I-[orrH' J)epa.rtrnent, 
and I will Rhow that he, at all eventc.;, shunld not 
be in the prt;sent 1\Iinistry, and that the people 
of Qne~;nslaltd are very lndi:..::n:.tnt that c"-uch 
genLlt'n1an a.s that Hhould be cne of 1-Iis 
aclvi.-:<er.-.:, On anotlL'l' the bun. 
for Townsville said that w:_:~ kicking 
him,:elf-· 

::\Jr. h-:i(bton h(td in 
been and 

<liflnot hnr1w 
him• ·lf at~ ::ur. si nee 

he ofliel). 

Porsounlly, I \vn:-; t)nP of those rnerrd1er~ in the 
}fouse a'- ttJ:lt time \Vho Rupported the prp;.;ent 
Pn~n1ier in hi~. action, and the party t.bat I 
belong to 1 sveak1ng getlm llly, ·,uppnrted J\Ir. 
Kidston, an,! partic:ularly tl:at part of his pru­
grarrnro.e where he advocateJ hmue rule for 
Qneen::;land. There was a (1angPr--no n1ntter 
what the hnn. men1b• r for 'Tilwn;-;ville may ~ay-­
the; e was a clanger >tt that particular time of 
home rule Leing ta:ceu away from the people of 
C{ueen~land. 

JI:Ir. IV. H. BAH~ES: Why, it was referred t<> 
the people. 

Mr. NJijVITT: Yes, but not ctt the wish of 
the hon. Inerr,ber who interjectR. 1t wa~ referred 
to the pPople of (/neemlam!, Lut if the leader of 
the party and his folio were; had been aware of 
the fact, when he went to the Governor, that it 

Mr. Nevitt.] 
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\Vonld le::td to a c1isso1ution, he vvou]d not have 
acted as he did, and a number of his followers at 
that Vfry time rnaUe no Sf·cret ot the fact. They 
said, u 1Iad v:B kun\VU it \Yould wean going to 
the count1y, \Ye \\ ou]d ne\-er have tak~u np tht~ 
attitude we did.'' A_nJ I think tbe hon. 1netnber 
for Bul!nibil i~ one of them, too. 

Mr. W. H. BAR:O:E8 : No. 
::\Ir. ~E\-..IT'I': ".\gain, the lwn. Inouber for 

Ton'n~ville fHlyS-

:~Ir. Kid.-.ton wa; 
2\Ir. Ph1lp aho nw faf't that ;;r,.. Kicbton 
hall alnu.:~d 1he 1:\o<;iall::-t pa:..·t.r. am1 i'·tll•_'({ tltelll nn­
grrrtefnl dug~---tllc lllt'll \YllOSC SUlJlJ' l't he \Y:tS l)lJW 
~eckin;;. 

These an~ the lvving expresRim!s frorn one to the 
other of h\'o hun. genLlerneu W!10 Ho\v find 
thr.tn:-'elre;:; tha1- happ_y pm~iti,\n trf, l nwy )::ay, 
ruling the destinies of C2ueen~lanrl. ~J..~ wn.s 
stated by the hon. Dlf:l1:Jb8t' ror To\vnc:v~lle, in thl.l 
:-efl..·e;•}n:nent rcJnn1 last. yea.r-he Kn.id dH-: real 
..PrPmii-'1' of Qnuen~Ltnd \Yas in the \lthPl· Cb~"l..rn­
ber-}fr. 'rhymw: I tLink it can be '" trul'"' 
~tn,tpd to-ni;~ht. that the red PH'lllier of ~ 
land h the hon. nJPUilJer for Towr~ ; that 
the ho:n. ntenJlJe.r for J{r ckh8.1nptnn iK no longer 
the reRl Prewier of Qqeen.slnnd, lwcanr::e he 
ad.n;itted that fact in re1~lv to the lenlL·•r (Jf tlre 
La!xrnr _partyj when he .'-ri:id the future 1Pgisla­
tiou (;f t!JiH country ·would he cn1uured by tile 
majority of tbP fnllo\Villg behind hirn. If that 
iN not saying the hon. JlltlnJbPr fqr Towwn-il1t>, 
who took over twent.v-five follower~. id to 
be the n·al Prerrlic:,r n.f Qneen~bnd, · cbes it 
n1e8n? I do not thillk ':on can take any uther 
intt··rpretatinn from it. 
A~ Ho:.;ot:HAULE ?ll"'ltm:a : llhjotity rule. 

~lr. J\' .E\TITT : !{ es, maj<;rity rn1e. This is 
what tl·p, Pren1ier staLed on the Boor of this 
House the other nig·ht-

XcYe:r befoi'C the liOn. 1w:wher wn~ le:lclor of t1w 
Labo11r party rlid auy leader of tlH' 
nf the party in thi~• IIonfic ever p;o to Jbll t'or 
mstn1ctir)n~ A.S to what they \Ycre to do in ~L matter of 
parliamentary proced.nre. 

... '\fter :vhqt I have ~tat.r~d-,.6 ving- yon the 
exprvsswns rnade nt--:e of hon. rnernbP.r, be 
has gone haek on all stal e!llE'nt:-;-uan 
we not believe the bon. n1ember fur Crovdon 
·when he .statetl 1 'it was clone at Y')lll' ht)t~8-e"? 
'The Premier, in rerd.v to ~-he hr)JL rne1nt:er for 
Croydon, nvuJr. tlw following statmnent. :-

I mav sa\' lle evit1Pnthc it. w·t:o; n u.meh better 
place tO he· in, or lie \'i n1~tlrl 1Jc•:n there. 

\Vhnt a, bc,ntGifrd f:LL' Ive 
vc.ry i:ltric;tte ! At'p;u·ently at 
time he did to the hill, hnt he 

frc·lll the to the tlat to consult 
i". the take 

from thctt ex pc< 
of t.ltj::; expre~:-.!on-

tht: .'i_nlney 
to lWlf(cr g(HJt1 or because 

a Jlarty vdw wlll wol'k for unitleation. 

reul8ml.Jer, in Xo\··.::tnher hu:;t, when there was 
a jcint L:l.UL'llR held in the no·>· Opposition romu, 
thE- pre~·:tJt Premier tnld U3 he had hA..d. sent t.o 
him a. letter or ttn ar: ide fro1n the Sydney JJul-
letia th;;t tlll'y werp puhli.dr on the 
COn~titntion<l-l Cflle:-.tion, that IJ.:Ll'tlcu}al' 
occa:'li0~1 there was 11~) b.n1pooning about the 
pre .... ent Pn:Inler. :t\ol it was c1nite the reverse, 
and yuu t:ind he q11otestheSydney B-ulletirL wh::m 
it ~uib.; his own l)~_LJ·ticnlar caFa. ~r\..nyone who 
has folluw2d the politic::<! history of the Sydney 
Bulletin must natnrallv ccnne tf) the conclusion 
th:1t it has dm~e rnureu for ..._-\nstralia than ever 
vVilliam Kidston has clone or is likely to do. 

The SPJ<,AKER: Order, order! 

[Mr. Nevitt. 

:VIr. NEVITT : And if tl:e hon. member for 
ltuckhmnptnn bad only followed, to snn1e c~xtent, 
the k·vl of the Syrlney !Ju! 1eti,,, he would not 

'have found bitnself in the po·itwn be finds 
bim,elf to· dRy--the leader of a party despised by 
the llE!jl)rity of tht>, <:·lectors of (.{ueenslaud-and 
when t.ht'Y get. a.n oppurtnnity of expr.essii?g 
then10Gl vt~, 1 mn finuly of opinion that 1t will 
be iu nn uncertain \·oice, ::tnd that t hP hor1. m ern­
her Ln· H.J'(;kLaulpton will not curue b:1ck with a 
follt)Wing thn,t will enal)}e hirn to retain his_ pre­
sent p ,::;iti~·n on the ~rrea~ury benuhes. Later 
on in tbe same speech he said-

fol· the GoYcrnu.wnt to carry 
pol'tion of tlte Roeklmmpton 
rle_pcndt·d ou tlw ~upport of 

not. l)Hl'ticnlarly cl"well on the 
1 have giYCll the Labour party a 

wantt:(l, my re,Yard has 
t~10 truth I w:ts a llttle tired 

l do 1111t kuow how to take that €-Xpre~.siun, 
whetht;f it wa~ t(,ntiug to tbe Labonr party 
to put their on the ~tatnte-book--to 
get -r;heir .Jupp(irt to rebtii1 hhn the Trt->asury 
benuhe::;-or whether it wa1· the \ .. ; own 
p::u·ticular progt·;unme, or ;vhcther ht! beli1:·vu~~ i~1 
\:.hat particular pat-t of the prngraunne.. ~i..v.I-
dently it w~t:--i the and_ b~. 11t1ly rhd 1t 111 
order t1) get the of ttlt-3 Lab1lUl' party, 
bec~1.nse he st"ate;-; h\~ it itn}JfJ.Ssib1e to put 
the I{ockhauJvtull lJU)gl',tlnme int.u l,ractice. I 
defy him tq st.ate onP n1easnre that has been 
ennmerattcl· in th~~ p. 
that thiG pmty opposed-the 
porte~1 every 1n'. u.,un• tlJr'tt carne ~1ofur~ 
J-Iu11se l<"t-"t se.s•ion ·wit}1 t:1e excPp(l.•1l ut Lwo. 
That jn::>t remind.., lllP that eYen there he 
betrayet1 tbt> mm11b8TS uf this fiuuHe, because 
somPwher':) a.t the latter Pnd of Oct1 ~1H:,·, the hL•n. 
nwutber, who wn:-; then lt•n.d.ing the {)ppositiun) 
a:· ked tlw Premier ao to ·what.le~l.;;;:ln.tion wa:-3likcly 
to be introduced beforG the clm;e of the se ··-d(ln. 
Tie em_nuerated nr thn~e Bills, but. tbere was 
no 1uentwn of two nH..a:.-nre.'; tha,t th:s l;arty 
eventually oppm.;ed. The hou. gtnt1Pm::m 
tinctly st<:ttt::l Lh~J .. t there was no 
c:trryi11g- tf.e l{ockhampt(ln prngrannue the 
help of the Lc1bum· party. "\Vel! I, as one of 
the .L<tbour party, di,tinctly den)l that, m;d I 
can ~·peak for ever~' lnt,lnber of ttn~ pqrty, 1 am 
sure. They would ht.i.VP, supportfd every p]ank 
of the plcttforrn vvhieh the_ hou. gentiew tn 
plc1cerl b ·f«re the elec:tors of (2neensland at tire 
last f-le8tlon. \Ve 1Jf'~WLic~dly pif·d~·~-d (~ursel ve:-; 
tu tlu f;O. 1·~\rt:ry nH·a:3:lrt~ intrt dt1CPcl tt1at wa::; 
not in el!nftk:t with onr nlntfcnn would have gL)t 
out· supJ,LWt; and the 'hon. got our 

(1ll the hun. 
·n ::;a .. y joint·. caHCL1S of the t\VO 

parti~ ,~, ''I .in proud qf m(~n. I ~1_m. proud er 
to bn \'~r il 1 imn l(id ~t\ln t ha,u l tn lJe 
Pcc1uit.'l' of CLueen1'la.nt.i n \Vf.cek to 
the in wbich yon nten have t.o nw. l:;.1 

~tnd acling as he ha:i done, the hon. 
gentlem:tn has actt·d. sg<-1in.-;t the PX!n,t-ssed wish 
of the deetors of Qneen.-.land. \Vba.t \·Vere th~ 
nl:<\SUlT-' in 'i•,;hich the hun. gt·utlexnan re<.;eh eri 

the RHDlJOl't of thi.:-> party Ja-,t se··~::lion Tlle 
Clin~tltl~tion ~-\..et. L\lllf'ndn1t,'nt Hill, 
Act .i\.lnendnH'rlt Hi~!, Factories and 8hor ~ :Bill, 
\V. gt-'s l~tn1.rd.-, Bill, i\L:chinery and Se 1fflllding 
Iuspe.ctiun Bill, Old-~'ge i>eusions Bill~ and 
other mt asure::;. ])id tbo varty now ~itt1ng on 
that :;ide suvport him'! 

:\Ir. \V. H. llAHNE~: Yee. 

Mr. ::'\J~V ITT: Why, the leadllr bf that 
party saitl, when speaking on the seCf'nd l'e::tding­
nf Lhe Oltl-a.ge Pt->nsinni:' Bill, that there, \\:as 
no neces.sitv for the Bi 11-that we coula In­
crease the indigent allowance. And yet we 
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now find tl1e Premir·r ~aying there i.~ no chance 
nf carrying the 1:-t(JCkhmnpton programme with 
the a:;;:~istanc..:e of the -Labour par~y. It nwkes 
one'., uluod cunlle when Y<J\1 hear such exures­
..;;iun.:' from 1nen of the Lyt;e Df the hnn. merl1ber 
fur Bnlirnba-n, man wb(l s~tid tbat tbe Pre~ 
.Jnier had been clrunnned uut nf his native town. 
The hem. nlembl'r ha,~ not yet withdrawn that 
rern~rk, ruade on the flour nf this Huu::<e~ and yet 
v,re find him to-night :.:itting behind the Prmnier 
pn-pared t:o do anything. One nr tlw other hn~ 
f\n·feited bi-.; pnlilical vil'ttH-' lil' principle~, if 
'E'ither of them ever had "ny. It was stated 
ln the iJJ·i:sDanc ConriC'J' that the hun. rnm11lwr 
for Hoc.:khamptun, the then Premier, had n1udP 
a. ~ecret arranr<enlcnt \viLh the hon. rne1nber for 
T~\', 1-~rior tt~ ~is leo1 ving f<•l: 1~!;gbn,r1. 
Toe rnE'InlJt~r t1:.1:-.; never yet uenH::' t tne 
stn.t"nwnt-, Hb nvi:1g thnt he ner8r touk e\TPn hl.; 
f'OlJ_,';tgW':" into hi" eonfidenef-. Prior to ltadnrr 
for Eng-L.tnd, wba.t riirl. he say to the h: ~l. HH:'lr~ 
bC>r fnr the lrt_te .._~ttol'ney-(}ener:.=tl "! 

(",me back Hi_ turn 1nny 

vit·tne, 

ccnne. \Vt.3 btl\V it 
a kil'k-ont, 

I Lave alreadv 
'"''"""""! p .]itic;! 

·,.;jnn ll1~~de u~t~ of 
r1o -u~~~ }H"sttate to H:--t~r that t}w best; thin;; ha~ 
hL:n dPW:>. \Vht->ther it Jdea~es the I.~·-;bour 
partY, m· whPthcr it snits the Labonr party, iH 
ll'Jt a fact(Jr it~ ,mY. lninr~, <:~t u!L I helieY~ the 

wlll :-:ant li':.P.. That rneant-l, ,, r rnn1 
nf view, f \Vill })H able to retain £1.300 

d, V(;;H' while 1 oCC 1 lpy ll1Y lJl'.:=· . 
th.A gi n;n i11 ()f <t choice 
·c,\r.-;. If it i-:: W-)eded thctt l 
further ret~-.;~m:-:; to prcH'8 the 
on1~7 refer yon, Sir, and all the 
laud, to tile hnn. 
\vhere t·e .. 1id," \Vill suitllH'.'; 
n1:1tter whom el~<e it cH':':plea'-'e~. I 

w1r1 cl 

t-") the 
la~t 

l-fmn" 1)upartlllent anll 
tn let 11;e know wh,-~.t JlOlling--{Jlact ... 

tu be g~lZ'-)-cted. ']'bey ::-t:>nt n., \Vire tu 
rr:tnr-ning nHic.:er at ~onnanton, :cn1d ]J 

hack on !Hb 1JeCPlllber--
late 

who stocd 
night and 

the 
';nzetted 

pulling-plitC~s. "'-\Jter the rf:·c~ivt of 
I '"keel tlw,t Kalkadoon awl 

:-tatin:!R should be fLn·,~her 
T!n Lh· n 1-L·tTie 
for L:uul'·, \Virecl 

w;1s the reply 

Police iat'orm me Kalh:;uluon ~·2 llliles fr1m1 
b-t.'-'t. l:lectiou p tpulation 

about. 50 milC'.~ rrom Cow:m Downs 
ncarcc~t !HJlling-plaec la.st el('etion pop!llatiou about 
liftel:'ll. 

Cowan JJ(HVilS is :>hnnt 120 miles from ~onwtn­
tnn, ·~.nd 1~}0 Ol' 1-40 111iles f1·un1 Cloncunv. I 
appiied for n tH;lliug·}Jlace at \'I.']J<l.t wa.':i p~·acti­
CJlly a, half-\vay hon:-;e-uomely, the J)unald~on 
telegra.1Jh r-;t:-Jtion, which wonld l1e 70 miles each 
\va.y. Bat the hon. gE-"ntlenwn who puts country 
Le fore prtrty said, • 'Xn," alt1wugh he \vas in­
fonned by the returning- qfficer that there \Vere 
likely to be fifteen vnte-; recorded there, He 
\Vonld nnt glv<:; the1n any facilitie-3 for 1 ecorcling 
their vote.-. Tld:-; is the gentlen1al1 who places 
country before pttrty. ~\to has been said, "Hnw 
rnany crimes have been connni.tte.d in thy nan1e?" 

This was not enough for the hem, gent.le1na.n. 
lie se11t a fnrther wire a:~king for more infonlla­
t,ion" and thi.':l iR the reply hF>; gnC-

AbtJut 1(},) llJCH nud nc<1r KnlknJoou, 
arlyi-;r~ it he HUl•le r~. at prc,cut ct.cr:line 
reeomrneud UonaldsOli . 

Although he had Rtntecl the day heforc that there 
were fiftt'en pe.uple likely to rec(lrd th~Cir Yotes 
there : [ \Vonld like tu know where he got thi::; 
inf(lrmation from. [ fnuud in the paperS in the 
h011. g-t>ntlenHt.n)R own hand·v.,rritlng--

1,\o) tl's ('·u~lp all\l 'l'Jwrnton pnwt.i.rail.Y deserted. 
Cow:m Do,~ 11~, LiO w~ir..; trom l\'orn~antou, iiYl! \'Ote~. 
smw· nf tbom ~1ot CO\Y<m DoiT"n~ rnen. 

lierhPrt. ,-~lle, G5 rrom Uamoo\Yc:al, la:st clcetion 
fmv rabbit ft:n,cCl'-s, llD\Y twu YOlf'::J. 

The hou. g,,ntleman :;;huuld tell this IIousA where 
he got th:At inLnnation In the first p1ac~.:-, it 
i;:; fa]:e infonnatiun. s~condly, if the hon. 

to hi::: declared policy of 
party, he wu~tld not 

11L•nnel' }w Jid. \VhaL are 
'vith thi..; rnD tter? 

"\YHt> a. pulling-place at the 
l'l07, is 40 mi]er; from 1\[orestnne 

and tberi·~ \\·ere twenLv V\)te~ recorded 
1.nv Ltvo!n· aBt.l two ln fnvont' of 1ny 

tlpponent " if tl1e truth could only be 
known, tl;ok his information 
fnnn thilt partit5an arul thnNe 
nhce.s rdf 
;clverti!"icd four f1r 

ha<l 

lierLert and •..vere to be prdlu'g-
plrtCtt:l. TLf n .states t.hat ~1e vu;~ conr:tryl,J~LJre 

p[ldy e':e;y tuHe. I hat 1R W11y he 
[7.30 p.uL] ;, , itting on the Trelt'lll'Y lwnch 

-he i . ..; s::terificing hi~ O\Vll pnvate 
int.ere,-;ts sn tbat tbo coutltry may 
~rhC\.t the l1e dt.?ilR 1)ut jn~ticc to 111en 
and \V(1lll8ll nf Only a. few BlOnths 

ag't) I "\VCJs out 'Tlwrnton, and I me-t a Ldv who 
told rne thn t f::ht~ had ridden -!0 n:1ilL1 fron1 Tborn­
t•)n to c.rwan _l)I~\Yil tu recurd her vote. HttO 
}Inre.::.trlnt' Dt)wn~ Lt:""n procla.it.n~d a pulljng-place 
~he would have able to 'i.Vftlk frcnn her 
wa?J(Hl to Lhe aR ;-;lte was with her 
hubbanJ at t.hat that a fair way to 
t.reat thG ll.lt'n WliHIE:'n who haY{~ borne the 
heat and l·urden ()f the day, and who ha.ve made 
the country v :Htt i ~ ~s to-day ? J coJJsiclt-r that 
the actinn I aJn referring· to i-3 one of the 
greatest that has ever bt:>(m pe.cpe-
tr;tted l-lrJmu Secreb.ry~~ )J~uartment.. 
f)nring sest,iuu, \d18n the E~t.ilnates w:re 
going tlu·dngh, l cnsun.lly Illentiuned n portwn 
of the fact-.; to c,)nnuittee. Since tlten 
I h:n-e l hn ve Leen 

C'(JUntry .s··eiug- peoplf' who 
were of their vot€8. _qeq Lltlllen 
rode th· ]aUy I h8.re frn1n 
Thorn ton to I'vion stone Do\vns to reenrd their 
votr;::-. Other::- hful to n--nmin at Tlu:rntou, some 
be~_, 1.u~e thc·y · ,rere not allle to rid2, others 
heeau:,::J thev Cl'Uld ·nnt get hor:-:::n-.: 1 aru 1 :;)Ir. ~nd 

l\.tr. ~1Ii :; ::=:Jceel, anri ltlr. 
At:cl thev were 

the ht.:n. gentle:nnn \V};o 
counLry htf'Jre party tina'. 

putting conntry before t.lH"'ll the 
ptlople of Qu(~en~land_ \~'ant nn more it) find as 
Jung a:-; n1embt1·s of thi.-3 pa.rty ha\'f' a to 
declaim tllev \Vill nlway~ dn~ry ~melt 
thrr,nghout the length anr! breadth uf the 
Further information has cnnw i.nto n1 ~,.~ pcsse~­
bion, including the follov;ijig ielegr;:nu frnn1 the 
hon. gentleman to the returning officer at Nur­
rrwnton :-· 

It has lJeeu sn~gcstecl that Cl on curry is outsillc t1w 
electorate a.. polliJ•g-booth there is unnecessary l'le·tse 
advj~ 

\Vho sugg-rHterl to the hon. gentleman that Olon­
currv Bhonld be cut out as a polling-booth fnr the 

Mr. N evitt.] 
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electorate of Carpentaria? TheRe are (1ue-;tion.s: 
which the hou. gentlenmn ~hould ansvu~r. A.t the 
]a~,t electioD :nineteeu YOtes were rec-:rded for 1ne 
nntl only thrne fur Hl_V opponent at that place, 
which proves the political partis::tn~hip of the 
hon. gen!-leman -in s.ug'6F'lting that it should not 
be appointerJ a. polling-place, rrhe t;entleman 
Vlho gd. VP hirn the information that a lJOlling­
booth Wa8 Ull.A:-Jece~::::c.ry at Clonenrry kne\v tlmt 
only nine J:nrJnth . ..:; before it. waR ~~.gn,lnst the Lhen 
Goven1Jfifmt or I)hilp party) and he \Va. vn111ng 
the .strings down here all be knew. r:rhe hun. 
genth-·nLnl who now occupies tht~ po:-;itinn of 
SecrPtary fnr Lattds accepted hi8 adYice, or ac:ted 
on \Vhat bo was told b:v )Hr· . • THtncs .Forsvth. 
Sorne people rr1ig-ht c·:df his action hunour2;ble, 
but I c,::.nnot classify it ns ~nch. But, not satis­
iiecl with the stat~rnent nf tiF:' retnrning-ofhcel' 
that there \vPrc over twt?nty vote:-; likely tn he 
recordt'd at Cloncutry, and t.hp"t, h8 eonld nut see 
his ;vay to advif"e that it shoul\! be ~truck off t.he 
liBt of polling-places, he b ied 1\-h,>t he conld do 
to get the returning-nfrcer to reconlllJ81ld that 
othrr pollinp-place.-; should Le cancellr:d. ~ehe 
follnv;lng wire was Rent by lhe hon. gentleman tl> 
the rHturning-oHicer :-

1:::. lt nere:'>sm·y to retain poliing-placrs Lloy(l'5' Camp 
anrl Cnlkadoon Reply nrgeut. 

Those place< also would have been 'truck off the 
hst had I nut sent 11 wire to the Home 1:-\ecretary 
tei!illg him that I hacl been stnck up fur twenty­
one d«ys rm the Leichhnrdt River, nnd that 
there were a nurnber of creekti and rivers be~ 
tween Lloyd's Cunp and C·tlkadclun, and that 
there w:1s every likelilwod of people ill that 
district beir1g- prev~nted frorn l'8Cording- their 
votcfii unlot:t' thosE_ plaees were proclaimed. The 
following- wire was sent to the hon. gentlernan :~ 

L1o.rtl'8 Camp is abont 12 milfs from Kalkadoon Ex­
pert ;-;ew•n to twenty-five votes there Bcli(~ve kangaroo 
~hooters and miners from :Jiomn Oxi<le T"Ote at. 'rlwrn­
ton Difficnlt to get de!inito information about Ilerbert 
Vale and Yelrcrtott l)robH.lJ1Y two or three vote!:' at 
each It is 70 rni!es f1·om C0wan Downf' to Donor's 
Hill and alJOut G;=J miles from Ifc:rllcrt Yale to Lawn 
Hill .t\.flvbe Cloucnrry l.Je retained as polling twenty Ol' 

more votes there Doubtful if they have time to -;ccure 
postal ballots Cl on curry mail tllrC8 week.') oycrclne. 

If any proof were w:1ntecl of the stitte of the 
country at that titne yun hn.ve it in that tele­
grmn. in ,,·hjch it is statecl that the nmil tet\veen 
Cloncnrry ~tnd )\ ormanton was three \Veeks O\ er­
due. And yet the ban. gentleman, who to-rlay 
occupieR the position of Minister for Lamk then 
gave it~;..;tructinns to cnt out l-Ierbert ·vale, Thorn­
ton, Yel\'Pttoft, ::tnd Uowan ])nwnK as r)()1ling­
]1lac<l'. Had there been in the oftice of tbe 
Home Secrr::tar~' at that ti!ne a gentlem:1H 
who wiohed to promote the welfare of the 
country, he v·.ronl{l },aye T·roclainle<l ruany nwre 
polling-booths a,Jl ov-er Qneensland in order to 
enable the penp1e to recnrd tlwir votes. with a~ 
little inconveuience as lJdSSible, inste~td {;f re­
dncing rho;nnmh r of p~Jlling-pl::teGR, and dit-,­
franchi~ing many eleetort'l. Tht thr~ then limne 
Seerr'ta..ry, -·,vho no>· cbim.s tha.t he always puts 
eountr~f bpfore prnty~ cut out a:-; n1any voUing­
place·' as he could wlwre I WilS likely to obrain 
a m- jority over 1ny opponent. J.-.; it likely tlutt 
we .,Jmll get a fair de cl from that ge'ltleman in 
the fntnre? Jndglng fr'Jin his pr-st actionH, I 
say we are not likely to get a fair deal from him 
\Vht're his priYate or }Jart.y interest~; conflict with 
the Jlllhlic interest. In order to prove that some 
elPcton; in IllY constituency rode ?:J rniles to 
record their YoteR, and had to do so LecalJRB 
Bmne of the nlrl polling-places were callcelled, I 
shall rea cl an extract hom a letter I have received 
from an elector of Garpentaria. He says-

1 was at 1If~rllel't \""ale and rode down 1Yith five othcr.s. 
\ro lott eight men a.t the fenee as on aecount 

ot be)LVY rain horse~ conld not be proeurect. There were 
a.lso two women voters. 

[Mr. Nevitt. 
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Xow. if Herhert Vale had been a polling-booth, 
a~ reConunPnded Ly the retnrning oflict'l: in the 
fir~t int'ltance, ~he...;e people wuuld have been able 
to reel) rei their \'ote~. lj'udher, he sa,ys-

I may say we rode 75 mile.~ to vote and /.J back. 

They did not h'ne the opportunit)' of recording 
their vote. Anrl h,, g'dt s on further to say that 
between the time of writing that 1· tter, the Gth 
of _I,'ebrnarv, and the. cla.'e the eleetiun w::>.s ad-
journed. "on aec 1unt of the pre . ..;icling oHicPr not 
being able g,_'t ther·' in ~he tirst ln.'"Jtance, there 
\\as a twriod of frmn twenty-one to b\reoty-eight 
days. He state,; in that letter tlmt if nece- _,ary 
th~7 \V en~ prepared to rid J that IG rnih_,~ aga,in. 
Th~t W(;ulclnot have been neces~ary if \VB had hnd 
a 111an oecnpying the po~itiun of J-lun1e ~H-crc.tary 
who \V,t;-; prepared tu give (jvery party a fair and 
sqmue denl. BPfon~ concluding rr1y remyxk~ on 
thi:-; particular ph~1.St-> of t]H~ prn.s,·':t cr):ul·In;tLlOll~ 
I may 1neut.J·Hl OH8 liLt1t~ fac~_ th 1t eal.;....:;-3 I11e to 
dn~,w t.he cundnf'ion that ;lr, fTa.n1e~., .FPrsy~h, 
the late n;.c:mher for Carpenta.riH·1 \l1 itS th!:' gentlB­
Inan who P"ave the inforrnation to the then 
llorne Secl'~"jtary. ..A_n1ong~t the correspondence 
in the J-1ome SeCi'Atary's Of-fice I found J.vire. I 
interviewed .filr. \Vat'~nn, rny opponent in Burke­
tnwn and aslwd hin1 i.f he won]d . ..:;end a ioint 
\Vire ~vi~.h nu; to the Hm11e Secretary n J.:ing"hirn 
to reinstate these placPs as polling-bont.h~. :He 
conHentecl to do so after con:suJting his cotiJ.­
rnittee. Although be consented to dn that, he 
crmo<idcred it was necessary to send this wire to 
.:\Ir. lr'orsyth--

At XeYitt's request have .-.ent joil~t telegram llomc 
Seer tary to Herbortvale Yrln:rtoft Thorutou Cowan 
Dmn1~ reappointellpolling places. 

'rbat particular wire is anwngst the paperd in the 
Home Secretary's Office, so I do not think t.his 
}Inn.se or the coltntry want; anv further proof of 
th~ fact that the then Home Secretary took his 
instruction.:; frmn .Jnn1es Forsyth. 

l\Ir. l\fAN:'i : l'\ ow he wants to get into the 
Upper House. 

Mr. NEVITT: In the earlier P""t of my 
remarkN I gave the I-Iouse the benefit of a few 
of the expre>sions th«t had been made use of by 
the present friend of the Premier .. \Ye find that 
Mr. Foreyth has recently returned from a trip to 
London. !-Ie was interviewed on behalf of one 
nf the metropolitan papers, and stnted in that 
interview that he \\,ts very plea,ed to find that 
the I{ldsLtm and Philp parties lHtcl cnwe to­
gether. Id() not know how long it. js ~ince 1\{r. 
Yurt-1yth bee, u1e 1-Jleased, becnn-.:e it will i_1e re­
nlernlwred that. he sa. id on the fioor of thh; Cham­
lH:'r that tl1e then Prernier \Vas nothing but an 
Aberdeen J ow. Some of mv friend at the back 
sav tbat was a Yery fair eStiitL,te of tbe hon. 
Q'euntleruan'~ clwracter--that rn~y he; it is not for 
~llt tt) <ty-tmt. the same gent1ernan ,~t a later 

-I t'~~1.ted tl1aJ lH-J had nnt the of a 
(L<lllghtcr.) And yet we this 

f."l.tHe p;t~n~letn'"H E:.tn.ting- to the Prt':::,~ uf Brisbane 
thRt he was v._ ry th[1t th( ~.H cwn old 
}Jnlitit l-1 opponents con1e to::.;ether. J\:" O\Y, 

wha~ is the inference to Le drawn fr1illl that? As 
I :;;aid L ,fore, tbere can be nnly nne inferenc.J to 
be taken frun1 it, and tbat is that it snits their 
own prLate interest. rrhat is the sole reason 
that hil.s brought these twu parties together, and 
what we, as a party, have to fight. 

Mr. J. l\1. HuKTER: Country before party. 

l\Ir. XEV!TT: Yes, country before party. 
I (10 not think I shall el,'ei' f0rget that expression 
of the l\linister for Land6. Further, he stated 
that there was a great affinity hetwee!l the 
two parties. It is a well-known fact in chemistry 
that if two distinct chernicals corne in tu cnutact 
with retch other there is very likely to be trouble. 
The same will apply in political life, when two 
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polilical opponents come together in the manner 
in which the hon. rnernber for Townsville nnd 
the 1nernlwr for l{oekbampton hase come to· 
gether. \Vhy when it was firc;t mentioned, ont 
of ono packet a few grains evickn tly fell ttnd 
got mixed with a fe,v grains of the other 
packet, with tbe result that there wa;; an 
explo~ion. Six of his own followers de,.erted 
hh-n, wonld not have :::my truck with him, and 
beforr very lollg I mn afraid that a few more 
gr?..ins will get ont of tho;.;e vackets, and there 
vdll bo:. a greater exp1oRlrm in political life than 
ever the peupl8 of QneFusland have yet 'Yit· 
nesioled. \Ve, a.R a party, iU't· of opinion that 
\V hen thrtt explosion does COHlG about} \vlwn we 
face our rn:vsters, we \vill he sent back in ~nifticient 
nuntbers to occupy those Treasury benche::::, ftll(l 

to deal ont kgislntion for the welLne of the 
people nf Queer;clancl~by tlmt cla"" of the 
people of Qneew:;Iand \'. ho are tlre pioilef'I'1-', and 
who have 1nade Queen~land wtwt it is to-day. 
That is the cb•";; 've ::~.re \VOrh:in

0 
for, ,'.nd which 

we ha\.:e been worldng- f<1r in t.he ptstj a:Hl which 
We intend tO Vi nrk for in the futnre. rrhe el::tSS 

the hon. gentleman spoke of the otber night~he 
can work in their interests if f1elike~J but that is 
the cJasti we are going to travel \vith and work for. 
In conclusion, all I can say i-; that I sincetely 
hope that the amendment which has been moved 
by our leader will be carried, so that the people 
of <c2ueensland will have an earlier opportunity 
thall some people think of this pc!rty occupying 
the Treasury benches, and I am quite satis6ed 
that the people of (lneensland •.cill be satisfied 
also. 

Mr. KERR (Barcoo): Before I r~ddress myself 
to the amendment of the leader of the Opposi­
tion, I would like, with other hon. memben; who 
have spoken, to exprc'-S my sympathy with the 
friends and relatives of the victims d the accident 
which has taken plaee at l¥1uunt lVIorgan--(hear, 
hear !)~I may say the two accidents which have 
happened thcre--e~nd we also comlllPnd the Go­
vermnent fur the prom]Jt action they have taken 
to have an inquiry into the accident. But we 
cannot get away from the fact that it would h>tYe 
been much better if) in apptlinting a connnittee 
of inquiry, an impartial comn1jttee had been 
chosen. \Ve have a capable warden at Mount 
Nlorgan--a rnan who has proYecl, in the va.rions 
appointments which he has held in the State, 
that he i' a capable officer~bnt, instead of 
appointing him, the Government hav-e appointed 
a gentleman fron1 Bri.::;ba,ne to preside over the 
inqniry. l have no donbt they had rea';ons for 
that, as they perhaps believed tbat t-he w.nden, 
being on tbe field, rnight be biab.se~i in snme way 
or other, and would not hrtvegi\en tb. ln1partin..l 
opiniun which the Govennuent required. But 
we find tLat one of the gentlernen who iR impli­
cated--that is the Chief In~pectnr of i\1ines-­
went, at the nqncst o£ tbe Go>.-'enanent, to 
BrJken H_i11, to u:ake inquidm; there. He oug-ht 
not to llfl ve been ~t the HHl niry as an ::1tl vi,-;er to the 
chainnan and ar-;king questions of t.he "·ituesses; 
he ought to lu::,\·e been a-; a ·witne.ss tc lJrove 
that the nction \vhich be hat1 rPcmnmendt'd 'vonld 
have preveuted lhe accidents thot took place. 
Therefore, I th111k thn.t the Government ·.vere 
wrong in appointing one of tl1eir own uflicers. 
vVhy dirl t.bC'y appoint him? 'l'bere was no need 
fur it, as tllere are nny nnrnber of Cft.pable n1en 
in this Stat~, t"tnd the G(lvernrnent need not have 
appointed him---

The SPEAKER: Order 1 If the hon. member 
intends to make n10re than a p,_Ls~ing reference 
to thb matter I shall have to rule him out of 
order on the amendn1ent. He can only make a 
passing reterence to it. I cft.nnot allow the hon. 
member to go further into it than I allowed 
other hon. members. 

Mr. KERR: I was only making a passing 
reference, ju~t a.:-; was dono by tl1e hon. me1nber 
for Gyrr11Jie and the hou. 1n>-:lmber for Pitzroy. 
However, I will den! with thht matter later on, 
although I :cm still of theoph1ion that the Govern-
1nent "\·onld have done very 'vell in getting sorne 
irnpartbl expert on that inquiry board. Before 
dealing \Vith the ;nlH:·ndrnenl~ on the .1:-\.ddress in 
Reply, I may ay that I have had the pri,-ilege, 
[tSfUll ~.lso haY8 had, Sir, of lis~r>ning to somPthing 
like fifteen or sixtren AddrcRse;c: in Heply de~ 
livert:d in thi·; Uban1her :since I have been fb 

InetrdJer, nn·1 I can s.;~y t.h::-1t t.h-i~~ is the only 
Addre:;s in Reply I have heard in which the 
n1over of it gnt np and notifie i the Govern:nent 
which he was sitting behind that he rlitl not 
belieYe in the ]-'rogromme that it had broug-ht 
down. 

OrposrrroN ~lEMDEHS : 1-IeRr, hear! 

:Yir. l(p;nR: Th" j:mior memher for ::liackay, 
in the cour6e of hi::; sveech, diRtinctly said-and 
at the ~ame timn there v.rere evidence,:;; nf rlis:;en~ 
sion arnon()" other rnernh2rs on that sld8 of the 
House-th~t be, fot' one, \Vas uot taking any 
Trade DispPtes J3ill if it was the Tntde Dis­
pute. :Bill of the last seosion. \Vhen we find the 
gentleman who h<ts been chosen by thR Govt>rn~ 
ment to move the ad<>ption nf the AddreBS in 
Reply 8peaking in such a frank 1nanner, eau WA 

wonder that H meeting was called of the sup~ 
porters of the Government next 1norning to con­
sider their position? The Premier, and those 
who have spoken from the Government sirle of 
the ll"uKe, said that the coalit.iou hr~K been 
furmerl on the lines of the Rockhampton pro­
gramme. The, senior member for Fortitude 
V eJloy, who moved the amendment to the 
Address in lteply, said he objected to the pre­
sent Ministry retaining office because they httd 
not consnlted the people of this State, and 
bec,use he believed they he,d not got the confi­
dence of the people as recorded at the ballot-box 
at the last election. 

0PPOSI'J'IO;;" J\-1E:lmJCHS : Hear, hear ! 

i\lr. KERR: The hon. gantleman pointed out 
clearly what his )lOsition was. \Vhat was the 
Rcckhampton progratnme? So far [IS I can 
reineinber of the Rockha1npton programme-and 
I was pre cnt when the Premier rlelivered his 
policv spe.,ch---one of the first items in it, and in 
the l'rerniel''.-3 opening speech at Rockhampton, 
was, "Xo coalition with the Philp Government.n 

0PPORI'l'IOX l\fEiliDEHS: B~ear, hear! 

Mr. KERR: The hon. gentleman laid that 
dov·.1n el"- a,rly and di~tinctly. }Ie "vas rnost 
emphatic on that point. He pointed out that 
that was, as it wera, the basic principle that he 
was going to the count;-y on, and the other part 
of the program1ne followed on naturally. The 
Premier <:the) pointed our. that he, for one, wanted 
no divided alleeianc0, and that the tJrograinme 
he \Va~ gning to- the conntry on was nu c()alition 
with l'hilp. 

0Pl'OSITIOC\' ~IE~JnEHS : Hear, bear ! 

~\Ir. KERl-t: What clo we finrl at Towl'sville? 
The then !Aader of tbe Opn,sit.illn, in expound­
ing hb policy to the electors at r+\nvnsville, .an.d 
tlm•ngh them the people of th1s Stitte, lmd rt 
down cle"rly that there was to be no coa!ttwn 
with Kidst<)n. 

Hon. R PHILP : \Vhy do not you 'I.Uote my 
speech'! 

~Ir. :YIAxc:: He said the same thing at 
1\Iareeba. 

Hon. R. Pm LP: That is not true. 

J\Ir. -wooDs: Yes, it is. You said it half a 
dozen times. 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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}I r. KERR: I will come to that later on. 
H'm. H. PHILP: I r-<~t.id I would not join a 

::\Iinistry with Mr. KicLton a,; Premier. 

~Ir. JCEHR: Th:1t is a clistinetinn withont a 
difference. ;\lr. Kidstu11, ~p.::aking at Hock~ 
hnTOIJtOlJ--

'fhe SPEAKER: Od"r! You d10uld ~ay 
~'The Chi{-f ~~ccretary. '' 

.iYir. KERR: The Oh id Secretary, in 
at liockhawpttltl: in duaJing 'vith hntl. 
nlentber ft)f O:de:?, the pre~;enL .:\Iill1::-.ter for 
Lands, snid-~ 

'l'lle ouc)-tnd. 1Il'. })cnhmn and 
his colle:.-t!..!'llt'S wa::-: 
·with the f'hilp party, rtlld \Ye 
extmorrlioary a propo~ tl. 

to wake }m alli:tnce 
to entertain so 

11r. 1)erJJntn'~ pruptMal \'-·as nmde, a..:. you are 
:.nvan .. , ln the 111m:th nf .L1nncny, HJ07, and it 
lud thh t1) n'C::01ll!tleliL1lt-Uwt it w; .s ltJHJe to 
the Premier befiJ<:C a general electi<.~ll. ~\lr. 
J)eoham ::-d",n :-;aid t.!Jat if tlley wf 'lt to the 
country, and tf:f~ pt:(;pJe did nnt suppnrt that 
propo~nl) f1en the CI!Untr:v \Yonld har~'-' ~pokd1 
on. th0 matta·. Tlw (lifference hetwf'en the 
co::t.lit ion rhctt; has bt:•en ft)rrn•:cl tbo pre.::.:.ent 
Prem]Pr ancl that pt(Jpnser11J,}' tb~~ rr1rm·her 
fof Oxley was that '.\ hil 1; th~~ holL lnr~lah~r f n· 
Oxley'.-. pror~nsal \Yns nm\k bf-•fo~·l".' 
when the eoulil spenk 
I(iclstPn\; h:-t8 been 1u:tdP 
election. \vhen the countnr 
for t\.,·o year~. .., 

:}lr. AIREY: ..:\r.cl when the c·_~nntry jJro­
LUlll'.C<:d [l.gainst it. 

Mr. KEl{R: And when the tlRrl 
~Jouncl'.d 1~l?.:'t Pl~lphaticall;y ~~,gaiJ.l:-5t . , 
fhere Is no gettmg- rway rro111 tne faet tl1a.t r.nerc 
are r~ number nf member;-:; :-;itting OH the Gdver:n­
ment UenchP.-; at the pr~:~ent tirne wl~o, if thev 
bitd run as Pbilp candidates, or who, if they had 
.snid t.hey wnn'd Rnppurt a coalition bet'\VE'tll the 
Philp and l(idston parties, would nen:r have 
been elected a.s ll\81nbers of thid ChaillUer. 

0PPOSITIOX _j._[E:ilHERS: }1 ea..r, hear ; 

:1\ir, KERH: Do YOH tLink the hon. member 
for Rocldw111pton Xorth would b:--1 Ye been re­
tnrned if h~ had 'aid that he '''" in favnm· of a 
coalition with lhe Philp party" 

0PPO:::JITIO:s' JYJ EJIBEHS: ::So, llO! 

:l\Ir. KEl-tP._: Do you think the hun. I1len1bcr 
for Brisbane J\.,..~~rt};, ~Jr. Bitrton) would have 
been ret:.~rned 1£ he had Naicl he \VY~ in favour of 
a C0'1lition with the hon.nt0mber for Townsville? 

:0-IT. \YoODl:"i: l\n . 
. i\.n Qpposrno~ l\[iOIBEH: \\That allouG Too­

wong? 
Mr. KERR: Do 

ll1ArllLer f(•r 
he had sa. id he was 
the Philp party·; 

:\Ir. \V OOJJR : )[ o. 

ynn think that the hon. 
\VC;n;d ha VB been electerl if 

fa.vuur uf a f:~)rtlition \Vith 

~Ir. JZEHJ{: .-:.\11cl thP :::.a.n~e thing wonld rtp!Jly 
tu oth.Ars Flitting on the Gl)rernrnent bellches, 

Mr . .J. :\f. T-IGJ\Tf:H: C"mbooya, Anbigny, 
~nd \Voolloongablu. 

1Ir. KERn: The Pren1ier ~ays that he ap­
}Jrnled to the cunntry at tlte l;:;st elrcti(Pl nn the 
.R.ockhampton and the llockhtnl1)Jt,,::-l 
p_nlicy wa:; nf raihvay~, irnmi~ra-
tlon, frt1 C grnnt:-:; (Jf land, rfnrl'!::'S \S·~.orait 111aiJ Aer­
\ ice, refe~'HtdUlll propnsa}R, Wftg'8S boardl3) rrracte 
IJispn~e~ BJl, nationali~a~.inn of grmumar schools 
and ol<l-ng" pensions. There are very few of th~ 
itern.:; rnentior.ed in the PH·mier's p{~licy 8-peech 
that are now l!::'ft to Ue de'1lt with ; and I want 
the country to rPnlember that the portiGn of the 
Prernier' .... pulicy, as Presented. to the electcrs nf 
Rockhampt m and afterwards placed on the 

[Mr. Kerr. 

statute-took, \Va:-; not carried by the assistance 
nf the n1en n:Jw occupying the Tre.:-t!inry lwnches 
and tlwse >3UpporLing them. ThP- pr;~sent ~1 iuis­
ter for L~tnd~ opvot:Jetl tllf, \V nge::; Boards Bill. 
\V e had then1 opposing the abolition of the pnst.aJ 
V{Jte; and they opptl:eJ the other rnea.surPs 
brought forwar.I hy the late Government. 

Hon. IL PlULP : ~rhat is not se:-. 

::\Ir. KERR: "\nd we harl Rome of tbem oppos­
ing the Old-,,g·e l'en,iuns Bill. 

l-Ion. R. PHILP: No. 
l\lr. I(E!{l{,: If the hou. 1nen1lJer for Town~­

ville turns up !!ans;ard, he \Vill find tbat he said 
thnre was no ne,'rl. for the Ol~.l.agc 

[tl p.n1.] Pension-; Bill, b(cause the indi­
gence allowance con]rl. be extPnded, 

And the hon. l!l81H1Y r for Lockyer opuoseri it. 
}-[(ln. 1{. PHILP : l did not opuo.se the DiJ, all 

the t'HnP. 
.\Jr. K'B~Hll: 

but they'"!'!''"· 
article· 1 n 1\JOS, in 

BullcUn, the organ that 
the PrPinier, it wa.s state(l 

that ".0-Ir. will nt'ither retreat into the 
CotJ::'E'l'vatisiH of ~Ir. Philp lli)l' Le hurried 
the \Yilcl of =\f.r. Lesina." ]~ut 

wk1t has he He has thrown hirn-
:-;elf inlo Hw arms of the hon. tnernber for 
Townsvi11e. I remetnLer '\vben the P1·.- rnier 
ca.tnP tu hi~ pal.'ty and explained the 
he wa about to lll(lke. TlH; pr<ljJ'lSal 
the jt)int n1eeting- of the partiP~ \vas not 
the fir~t pnJp(!"i~.l n1nde by the PrerniPr. Th~ 
hon. geutlr·nt<'ln ha.cl other propu::<<11.-:, bnt he 
thonghL thP lwu. Inem.ber for TnwnsYilJfl V.'onld 
not R\Yailow t[t, 111. If he had thought tr-:e hun. 
nwndwr fnr TuwnsvilJe wnu1cl have .swaliowef1 his 
fir,.::;~ prnpm:;.t1, tlH prnpc,..::.:.al rnrtde to the jnint 
lllC{;tin'.!· wm1ld ltave been (plite diiferent. The 
Premir:r, in t :..::plair1ing the 111artel:' to hie:.: party, 
srri'~, ·~Did y .... m ever kwnv of 8ll Oppo~ltion who 
crnupldely then:~eh;e~ away 1ike the Oppo-
sitiun are '?'' lie said, "Th{.~y arn quite 
prep.trPd td accept our ptopn;..;ai: they an~ lrnite 
pre,p.,.retl to corne in behind 11:::1, to accept our 
policr, to ;.;wall~nv up rump, sturnp, lock, Rtock, 
"nd lurrel--(laughter)-witlt the exception oftbtJ 
Trade Dispn tes Bill." The hon. member for 
Townsvilh~ a..:::kerl hin1 wha,t ftbont tbe Trade 
Disputes Bill, and the ClJief Secretary said, 
"That is in the l-tockhan1pton pn,grarnme; but 
you do not need to :·nvallow it all; yun clo not 
need to take every item of it." 

Hon. 1:L PHJLP: l-Ie never said th:tt tn r.ne. 
;>Ir. KEfUi.: He r<~i<l tlmt to his 

and I think the late ean bear me 
in that. fie S8.iJ. ~' Tbera no need. fot 
swa1low it all ; it 'ctn be en~ily rr.m<.:.·nded. 
it c<tn bn e,1silv so that its 
\vonld not lnv.)w 
·with the '1'radP 
the Prt.~lni~r did 

elActic'n (\n the t{,ockhcnnptcn 1H'f'gramme. 
\Vh\J have follow2d his 1:1peeches will 

remernbn· th;,.l.t he <tppt-.tl('d t,J the c:mntry on 
the pruposa.l to sa,ck the Guvt?rnor. _-\nd he 
WAS goln~ to deal "vlth the G:n'ernor afte.c he 
got back to the Hnnse. One of his pro-
posa 1::, \Yas t<) litnit the pO',ver the Council; 
and thD,t Bill W<lS bronght and p!=tssed. 
Another of his pro]J<.lsals was to nna"h thP Pbilp 
party for spending money withollt the approval 
of the Hon~e. You remernber vvhht n. nOJse he 
made in the conntry about this matter, and how 
he appealed to the conntry to return him and his 
,,Up[JOrters so that be might smash the Phil)J 
r·art··. And we know how he did it. 

The 'f!mAS!Jl'\Eit: You helped to endor·e the 
spending of that money. 
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Mr. KERlt : I inst want to mai{e it cle1r tlHt 
I do uni~ shirk rt"'"lJYOn~ihilitv fur any of 1ny act-ions 
while I \\'a.~ a rnemhm· o( the u'abinrt. I atn 
not t~ne that doe~ a thing, and then is 
ashanJCcl or afraid to acknovvl,,dge that tbey 
ha\'e cione it. ram quite prepan~d to take the 
reHpon-..ibility for Rnything I ha\·e done, and I 
will a-:.k no one to hear 1uy sin~. 

()ppo~ntox :Jh:llllEH,;: Hear, hear ! 

:\lr. KERR: Bnt this was the policy the 
Premit.'l' went to the C(lllntry on. ThP. 1?tE'll1ier, 
on HH.b .Tan nary, 1~08, StJenking at th~ Exhibition 
Bnil.HJJg, ~aid~ 

I llavc been twelve year~ in thr. Queensland P~rlia­
Hlent and ncH~l' \Yil~ I ~o prot"l of lwiug a, mPmbrr of 
iL tbm \Y1JCD my ~ Litl to Hol)~>rt l'llilp ihat, 
dissolution or 110 tllev wcnld not have him 
at any price. ~ 

rrhat js what the Premier r:wid in ref8reuce to 
thoF"e '\'ho 8Uppnrted hin1 duri11g the cmu;titu· 
tiona,l crisis. And then h~ s..tid-

This ll.an. JlolJm·t Philp, dr('Oi.\'Pd the (;ovcrl\01' as to 
the po:-;r-.ibi1ities of tlw .Lcgn,la.t.in~ A:<,emlJI.\", and by 
means of ttat g-ot the Governor to a~scr.t to a clissolu· 
tion. And 110 ~Oonor had he g'~t a cli·-so1ntion Uwn he 
abandoned the reaB-Oll "\Yllkh the c-:tVC to 
,instify the di.ssolntio~L Pir.-:;t they lh~cl to c-rO~·ernor, 
and tlJCn they lic.:d to the J:c;ople. 

That -is a quntation fron1 a HpePch nHtde by the 
Premier in the Jt:xbibition Building. Toat is 
the man wbo accused the urts.·nt nwtnber ftJf 

Townsvdlf', and tho:c;:e who \v'ere supJ!Ort.illg _him, 
of having Ueceived the Governor of this Sate 
ab nut the r:.fl,"-Ril.Jili tiPS (Jf the Legislati YO ..:..\sflenll :ly, 
"nd getting a di,~olution, and then he ""'""' 
H Firsi. they lied to tlw Governor, and then tl;ty 
lied to the dectorc." · 

The SPEAKElt: Order, order! A great 
deal of latitmle is ailowed in spoak>llg of a party 
or in nwli::ing charges agn.in~t therr1 as a party, 
hut it is not in <Jder to eay that the hon. 
1nember for TownsYillP, or any oiher hon. 
lll8111ber, Jied to the Governor, or to anybody 
elf.:e. \\rhat \Vduhi not be in nrrh:1· in the Honse, 
cannot be introductorl by wa.y of quoting what 
son1eone else has f:laid outF:ide the Hun.-;e, 

Mr. }{ERE : This is a quotation, and I under­
stand quotations are allqwed--

The SPEA KEE: Order ! (lLJOtations can 
only be allowed subject to the condition I have 
laid d 1wn. It i., a well-known ruling of ::.1r. 
Spc \ker P<-"el, in the lf ouse of Comnwns, thnt a 
reflecti\'O qnotation, tbas \vould he i1nproper if 
1nade in the I-I ouBe, cannot Le nsed in the way I 
have mentioned. I did not take any objection 
to it \\·hen it waK u~ed t(H' ards the party, bPcause 
a great deal of lati:nd8 i1-\ al11P.vrd in spelking of 
a party, but ~uch Pxpce~:-;lons are distinctly out 
of ord<;r when applied to an inrlividnal member 
of the House. 

J\Ir. J{ERit: I may have applied it too per­
sonally to" ards the hem. member for Townsville. 

Hon. H.. PHILI' : It is jnst like you. 

Mr. K ERR: There is this u,hont it. It was 
not I who med the words, it was the hem. 
gentlenmn who js :ncnv e1nbrncing him, the gPntle­
rnan \Vhnm he is no\vsitting behind and ~UlJiJOrting 
in thi,:;; HnnHe. A gentlen1an who is now-I was 
going to s~:qr hi:::; leader, but we know ver.r well 
that he is not hi~ leadrr. He is not rclcogni,..ed 
by memhers on that side of thL Chamber. The 
hem. memher for Norman by, in speaking the first 
day the House met, referred to the bon. member 
for Townsville as leader. 

Mr. SUMNER: Force of habit. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member for Oxley 
twitted the hnn. member for South Brisbane, 
Mr. Airey, with having rnn with the Premier 

and aidcrl aud abetted him in a policy, althoug-h 
he h<Ld so b11d nu opinion of him. The hon. 
rYlnmher for South Bri-.ba.ue did not abu:-;e the 
Premier ''"itl1 rPgnrd to his grmrr:tl 1J01itical 
carePr at all. ~-o (Jlle who IistPnerl tn thn hon. 
n1Prnber fm· Bri~bnnP South could ~ay that he 
abnscd the PrmniPr in any way. 

:\Ir .. J. 111. HexTim: \\'hen yon speak the 
tmth they 'all it c 'tm-e. 

)Jr. I\::EitR.: l{e :slmrlly atkteked the Premier 
on his f'C 1.nr1alollR action in f,1rnling a coalition 
that he toltl the elPC~Prs and all bis fitl}JP 1rt.rr~ in 
the country that he had no intention tJf fort11ing. 

:\lr. HA)I ILTOX: He said there won id be no 
coalition. 

::.Ir. KERH : That ;, my stand also. The 
Premier';-::. can~er contains n grul1~ de~tl_ tha.t is 
prnisew(Jcthy, as the hon. n1e1nher fo1· Brisbane 
Suuth fa.id whc:!l Le ;::pnke-a goocl. deal that 
is praio;p,vorthy; but h;s L"t.;:it f'tep has been the 
betrayal of the n1en and \\'(:nlen that h:-t ve sup~ 
por~ed him thronghunt the length ;md breadth 
of Qneen-:land. There i~ no g-e~ting aw::ty fr~nn 
the fact that th" Premier, and the hon. mem­
bE-r for Brisbane Sunth, ::tnd myself, stumped 
the connt.ry to forrn :1 Iniddlt• party. The 
Premi8r and our~e)vF t.hnught that it wa.s 
11Cr·'3::i:-J:try to have a micldle party in JWlitic'"'. 
Not only did \V8 travel the eountry frmn 
Cnnnatnu11n rig-ht up to the U-nlf, bnt vve 
8.lso gut a large nnn1Uer of rnen t.l.lld \Vomen 
of this Btate who agreed \Vith u..,} and 
who became part and parcel of the rni.cldle 
parts, aud believed in the principlts nd\'Ocated 
by that party. The mi,ldle pa1ty was brought 
into exi.,..terJce for this rea~on: There \vas rv 
Luge nu1nber in this t)ta te ''hn did not believe 
In i.he {"Xtreme consPrvatl~m of the hon. Inem~ 
Ler for To\vn..,viHe, an:J a~ a party the:· did not 
believe in the extn~.me s(~ciali·-nl t·f t.he hon, 
IllPHJher for Clerrnont. (Laughter.) There was 
a la.rg-e numLer of tb<1t opinion, and the Premit'r 
stnrn ped thP cnuntry to get. the peupil~ to believe 
in hi1n, and hr> formed <l p1.rty, rmd v.dn:tt do ,,.e 
fin i "! The very ruan \vho enrleavoured to hriug 
that pany into exi~tence liaR sold it by folTllJing 
a con.1ition ag;lirll;;t all the principle:::: of honest 
government in this State. 

OPPOSITION :\I EMBERS: Hear, hear! 
1\Ir. ,J. M. H l.'XTER: \Vhat was the price? 
Mr. l'IIAKX : £1,300 a year and two motor 

can;. 
Mr. K~~RR: The Premier made a f(reat point 

when he snirl ~hat be never appr •ached any 
nlElnber with a view to inducing hiu1 to join the 
coa.licion. But the bon. gt>ntlt'1llan did not tdl 
the nwrnber,.; of thi~ Hou~e and t hH p?ople of the 
country that he laid an e1nLa.rgo npun his 
J\1iniAterA before be left for Eugla:Hl tba~ they 
should not address any public meetings with 
reg,trd to a CDali ion. 

()pposrnox J\1EMBJms : Het, ha 1 

::VIr. BmnrAN : Silence does it. 

Mr. KERR: He said that they wer,, to allow 
the pnblic to co1ne to a decisinn, and it \vould be 
the opinion of the people without the influence of 
politicianf:. 

The lTo:J.rE SEcRg'fAHY: You are u;sing too 
strong a ternr. (O[Jposition laughter.) 

J\Ir. KERR : The late Secretary for Lanrls 
will ]Jrobably remember that, when I went to 
Gayndah to open the rail way in my official 
capac'ity of Secretary for Railwa.ys, an address 
was pre,ented to me hy the mayor of Gayndah, 
and that special mention was made ol a coalition 
in that address, and the wioh was expressed that 
the three-party system should become a t~ing 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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of the pctst. I spoke pretty plainly at the rail· 
way Rtation, and said that I, for one, wa.s n'-.t in 
favour of a, coalition. 

:Yir. J\l!:IA' \HY: Hear, hear! I was there and 
heard you. 

l\Ir. KERH,: In the eY ening, at the banquet­
with Yery b~d taste-the matter was again 
brought up am! thrust upon me. I 1eplied to 
\Vhat Vi'::t~ b<tid more fully, and 111y remarkt5 were 
r8}JOrtec1 in the newRp~lpt-1'3; and I then gave 
the reasnnF: why I drd not favour a eo~lition. 
Them one uf the Ministers reported me to the 
Pren1ier. (Oppositionlaughter.) 

l\lr. ~rANN: Ba,rlnw, Barlow! 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

.:'>Ir. KERH: I was 1·eported to tbe Premier. 
The l'r~miu did not w1ite to me, but he wrote 
t J one of my collea.gue~, and said that be thought 
I ought Lo ha\·o let the 1n<1tter alone. 

:Yir. Cc\~!PBELL : He 'tr, he:tt• ! 

lVIr, KERR: Xow the mr,tter was thrust upon 
1ne. It was not uf seckino-, Ko 1nai1 C'Jll 
sccy that I ever the 7ptcstion. There 
are n1emhr-rR sitting un the other side who can 
beal' 1ne uut that, \Vhc-u I was tra\'elling ronnel in 
111y aK Secretary fur Rail way-. ..:, though 
the of a cnnlition wa~ brought up-by 
two 1neruberR on that sir~e of the 1-lonHe-at one 
place in the \Varv:ick district, in particular-I 
ne. er r(:ferred to it at All. 

J'lfr. GRAYSON: Hear, hear! 

~[r. KEHR: But, when the matter was forced 
upon rne at (inyndah, I expressed aty opinion, 
and the 1atchdr•g uf the C«hinet reported it to 
the Premier. (Opposition laughter.) 

J\Jr. BmnrAN: \Vho is the watchdog·: 
Mr. :\J.\c;S: llarlow! 
:\'lr. LESII!A: ,T. T.B. 

The SPEAKER: Onler! 

Mr. KERR : I will s;cy this about the late 
Secretary for Lands-that,' thoug·h we 1nay have 
differed when we were sitting in Cabinet on 
matters connecter! with his electorate, and in 
connection with n1y department, yet, when I re~ 
signed frorn the J\1iuistry, the hon. gentlenutn 
-was the only one of tny late collcagueR who wrote 
to me expresoing his regret at my leaving the 
Ministry. 

0Pl'OSITTON :YfEMBEHS : Hear, hear! 
The HmrE SEcrmTARY: Because I sincerely 

did regret it. 

Mr. KERR: 1 shall never forget the hon. 
gentlen1an'::::. expressions of regret. 

Mr. MANS: He is a gentleman. 

Mr. KEIUc: The Premier made a great point 
about not holding out any inducements to mem­
bers to form a coalition. As a matter of fact, this 
thing has been carefully engineered ever since the 
la&J; election. I d<> not say the Premier has gone 
round begging members to help him; but the 
matter has been negotiated by one emissary and 
another, by suggestions ancl hints, and indirect 
assurances. 

1\fr. LENNON : "A wink is as good as a nod to 
a blind horse." 

lVIr. KERR: Nearly every member of the 
Opposition knew, without hearing directly from 
the Premier himself, that he was ripe and ready to 
fall into their arms. (Opposition laughter.) 

Hon. R. PHILP : That is not so. That is 
quite un trne. 

Mr. BoWMAN: This is the chapter of Revela­
tions. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 

[Mr. Kerr. 

1\Ir. KERR: I had it on the word of one of 
my Ltte colleagnes some months ago that it was 
cornnH,n talk among the late Opposition that 
vacancies were to be crented in a very ::;irr1ple 
1nanner, nan1ely, by nne .:\linif:;ter being maslf' a 
judge, by another being appointed Agent-Gen­
eral--

0PPOSITlOS lVIE;JIBERS: Ab, ah ! 
l\Ir. 0A11P13ELL: That btts not cmne off. 

l\Ir. KERR: MoreoYer, it was quite likely 
that et third 1\Iinister would retire from the 
Council. Those were the ioducornents th;;lt were 
held out to brillg· :1bout a coalition. 

1\Ir. CA~IPBELL: No induc"'rrl8nts were held 
out at ail. 

1lr. CoYXE: Timber con er ,.,..;ions . 

~Ir. J-CEBR: The hnn. 1nernher fot Drisbane 
North) 1lr. Bartnn, f<aid this afLPrnom1, ''I haYO 
nothing to thank the Cidverr\nlent for," and he 
v:ent on to say that he wo1<.lcl hrt\'8 done Letter 
with the UoY8rtllllBilt if he hnd heen ,L supporter 
of the hou. member for Townsville. \Ve all 
ren1eu1ber what ·was said in tbis Charnber last 
13ession about the City Electric l..ighting Cmn~ 
yrmy and the concession th.:tt was granted to the 
hon. rnem ber. 

illr. HAJUHCHE: Hear, hear! 

i\Ir. 1{JGUTt: Xow, I ·want to h:now frorn the 
hon. 111ember if he sn.w tl-..e Prrtnier \vhen he was 
at hiJI11P. (Opposition laughter.) It \Vas a 
lnmderfnl thing- how, on the Premier's return, 
the Press in1mediateJy discoverf'd that one, if 
not t\ro, h(Jll, men.ber~ who had been at horne, 
were g'oing to Rit behind the Pren1h~r. J)ld thos~ 

genth~n1en intervjew tho Premier in 
[8.30 p.m,J tile old 0Utmlry? I think I ,lucll be 

able to prove before I ,it down thao 
at least the h0n. rne111ber fur l3risbane Nmth had 
an inten"iew with the Premier, and that he did 
very well at that interview. 'rhe junior n1ernber 
for Bri,bane J'\orth must have had more than 
one interview with the Premier, for 801118 most 
important public bnsin(~ss in 'vbich his cmnpany 
was conccrm,d had suddenly to be stoppwJ for 
son1e Iny:.;teriouR and occult reason best known to 
himself and the Premier. Does the lwn. member 
for Brisbane North know anything about an 
allotment of land at the corner of JV'largaret and 
\Villi am streets'? 

:!'vir. BArtTON : That you tried to take from me? 
Yes. 

Mr. Kl~RR: The matter I am speaking of is 
not a private matter, and in what I am about to 
say there i' no breach of Cabinet confidence. The 
Government proposed to buy certain river front­
ages which abnt on \Villiam street, with the idea 
of building public wharves and rentir g them to 
shipowners. An important shipping company 
had made an offer to rent the wharves at £:l,OOO 
per annum. The scheme, if carried out, would 
have been a magnificent thing for Brisbane. The 
Governn1ent beld certain river fruEtages from 
the bridge downwards, and other frontages were 
requird in order to give them the right of 
access to J'riargaret street. The allotments to 
which I specially refer now abut on vVi!lio,m 
street. Those who remember Pettigrew's Sawmill 
will know the site I refer to. The Government 
purchased two allotments, and there remained 
one or two more at the corner of \Villiam and 
Margaret streets, which it was necessary to 
secnre-allotments belonging to the Brisbane 
Electric Light and Power Company. The initial 
proceedings for the resumption of those allot­
ments were taken a few months ago, but all of 
a sudden those proceedings were stopped. The 
Premier probably can tell us the reason why 
they were stopped. I thought that on his return 
the proceedings would be resumed, but they 
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h~ve .not been re~1uned. The 1natter, we are 
t<wl, Is under consider.ttion. That looks rather 
fishy, I think. 

The 1'\lt"llER : \\'hen did it begin to bok 
fishy, ~lld why? 

The TtmARGI!ER : \Y ere not kgal difficulties 
raist:cl? 

Mr. KRRR: Yes, but were not the legal 
diflicnltit"S got over., 

The Tnr '~uum: No; they have not been 
decidecl yet. 

:Mr. KERB,: The legal difficulties were not 
t!1e !'PaNOl! for delay. r_rbe hun. gt•nt}ernall a,nd 
the Prenner k110w what were tLe reasnn8 fnr the 
delay. 'rt-1e hem. meruber for Brisbane Xorth 
s::I.yB the G nvernrnen'.; \V ant to take hi~ allot­
;uents fro:n. him. Th~ llon. nwmber ~:nowa tLat 
unde~· th8 Pnblic \Yorks Lancl:J ltP.~nmptiun ~1\ct 
the C:~:overnnlc.nt c;:n resunw any li1nd recptired 
£or works. I bave hea.rd the. eenior 1netn-
ber fur North, and other hon. 1neu1-
ber~ inter,~dted in the city, point ont in this 
Charnber, with a good deal of etniJhasiH and with 
a good th'.~l uf rea.snn, that the r]Yer fronta(i"es 
shonld be secnred, in prdtr to prodde wlu::uL~ge 
accomm< d"tion for shipping which is likely to 
come here in future years. 

lion. ]~. B. FOHUEST: I suy f;O novv. 

::-Ir. KERH : I am glad to hear the hon. mem­
ber Hays the ~an1e now. 

:\Ir. ,T. :'II. HcNTER: \Vhat does his colleague 
say'! 

~Jr. l{E R}~ : His colleague says the G-oyern­
nlfmt \\'Hllt to take the land frm11 him or ho111 his 
cornpany. 'l'he Government ba,d llO intention of 
taking che land from the hon. member-thPy 
w.~re pr,opared to pay a Ltir price for the laud 
believing th~t it wouid be a, rnagniticent thin er ~ 
splendid invcstinent, and a f:plendid conYenie~~ce 
for the puhlic to have wharws running right 
frou1 nea.r \lictnria Bridge to :i\.iargai·et street. 
I have stated that a Hhipping compttnv were pre­
pated to rc>llt the wharveR at a reutd! ~)f £2 000 a 
year. The Press of Drishane was enthu~ia.stic 
abont the proposal when it was mooted that the 
Governmeut v,rere about to resurne ]a,nd for the 
purpose of bnilding public wharveo for the 
cmnenience of the people of this State. Thev 
h~,d purch?secl two allotmentfl, and they had 
gtven notiCe to the company represented 
by the hon. member for Brisbane North, Mr. 
Barton, that it was intemled to re"une their 
bnd; but proceedings were stopped because 
the,hon. member for Brisbane Kortb saw the 
Premier in London. (Hear, hear!) The hon. 
member did not tell us anything aLont that 
matter when he was Bpeaking this aftern,lon. 
He did not tell us anything about his objection 
to wharfage accommodation being provided for 
the city. \V e hear a good deal A.bout wharves 
being extended at Pinkenha and Bulimba. But 
here w,ts an opportunity of bringing vesselR right 
into the centre of the city, which would have 
benefited not only North Brisbane, bnt South 
Brisbane as well, and the wharves would have 
belonged to the people of the State. The State 
would have received a good rental for the 
wharves from a reputable shipping company, so 
that there would have been no loss to the 
State by the transaction. But the mat,ter was 
hung up ; there were no inducements held out. 
The fact is that if something is not done soon 
the whole matter may easily fall through for 
the shipping company's offer will not stand for 
ever, and they have already shown signs of im­
patience. Now, here is a scandalous state of 
things. Some £4,000 or £5,000 of public money 
has been spenb in purchasing two allotments, 

and the n1oney is practicaJly thro\Yn away unless 
~he Bri~dJ;ule J:lcctric Lighting Company's laud 
18 ah-\1> secured. 

lHr. BAHTON: And yon were offered the front­
age and would not tako it. 

:'llr. CoYXE: How could they take·it after you? 

Mr. KERH: ""io. i'\ow, why was this matter 
blocked while the Prmnier was in EHgland ~ 
\V as it not tn oecure tl1e alle;::i<tnce of the hon. 
member fot· l'!"orth Br~sbane? And why is it 
cl::dayccl 110\V? The Pres:-:, a3 I say, \Vere 
enthn'3iastic about the f'chen1e, and the public 
apprond uf iL. lt was a schen1e of g;·eat pnLlic 
importrnwe, and has bet-n hung np for a purely 
politica,l r.- . .ts•HL Let the Prernier exJ;]ain it if 
he can. -

OI}POSI'l'IOX :\IE11IGER;:; : I-Ienr, be~u! 

Mr. IZElUc: Whctt kind of light cloe,.; this 
throw on the a~sprt,ion-is it -Kid:-;t-.on light or 
electrie light? (Langbter.) "\V hat kin.l of light 
does thi.s throll,r on tht- Prer11ier's as.-;~~rtion that 
he 118\'er tried to jnfiuencc, anyone t~n the n1::"tter 
of support~ng him·: Tlw hem. wemher for Bris­
Lane North .. ,.·as returned opposed to the I'hilp 
party, and he believes in the coalition. A lu~. of 
them believe in the coalition because it snitll 
the:u. 

l\Ir. LENXmi : It J,ays. 

}Ir. KEER: The hon. m cm ber fnr Brisb ne 
Snuth, ~n speaking· on the AddresR in lteply) 
wanted to know why an arnendn1ent of the 
liquor hnvs had not been brcHght in. }{c ;.;aid 
tb>tt onr li<[nor la<c·s 8re probably the most back­
\Vard liq1Jor ht\VS in Anf:ltralin. There are good 
ren.son~ why the G-overn1ntmt shonld take action, 
but tlwy will not l:rin;:.r i.n the Hill. l\I;Lny of 
their ,-;trong 8Upport.er:') are as-tinsb it being 
brought in. \le will t:tke Rockhampton for 
exa1nple. I have it on the anthoritv of ?... n1etn· 
ber of this }louse tlw~t Sunday closin"g is not car~ 
ried into effect th01'e. 

lYir. Su,INim : Qnite true. 
l\Ir. GnAN·r: It is carried out as well as in a.uy 

other town. 
f\lr. ICE FCR: 'rhe hon. m ern ber is not correct. 

I know towmhip., in the \Vest where the police 
will even ·walk in at 11 o'clock, and everv n1an 
has to lertl'e thEe hotel, and on the Sunday they 
ue w:1tched Yery c!n,ely. Bnt in Hockhampton­
and the hon. member for Nnndah cnrroborates 
me--the Act is evaded, rmcl it is well known that 
it iR eva.cled. Now, even the present Act is de­
fectiYe, Uut if stlingently admini:-3tered it can do 
excellent work. As I have said, there are cer­
tain towns-Rockbampton, for example·-where 
it is notorious that the administration of the Act 
has beconw an absolute farce. 

The Tm;Asumm: \Vhy did you not bring that 
under our notice when you were in the Cabinet? 

l\Ir. KERR : It was no; brought under my 
notice then. ·will the late Home Secretary tell 
me here, without a blush, that he tried to enforce 
the Sunday Closing Act? 

The TREAS!'RER: Certainly he did. Did you 
ever say that is was not properly enforced while 
yon were a member of the Cabinet? 

Mr. K.ERR: No; I said it was not brought 
under my notice. 

The TREASUl{ER: 'Those are two different things 
altogether. 

Mr. KERR: But I !mow the hon. gentleman 
has not enforced it in the manner that his prede· 
cessor, the hon. member for Briabane South, 
enforced it when he was in the position. 

The TnEASURER : I made absolutely no change 
in the system. I c11rried it on exactly as I 
found it. 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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l\[r. KERH: ·will tlw Home Secretary in­
quire if it is 1wt 2o'~ A._n amencl1t:C11t nf th8 ~.\et 
is nece;-;f.:.ury, \.,ut. strict administration of the 
oxi~ting A et i;::; eq:n rr1m·e necet~sary :;till. 1 fi11d 
tlu_t l:'iat:e th~· hon. UH:•mber ft>l' BrL.,bane ::iouth 
spoke. nu the Licen~ing .Al't, th~ Couriet, tl1e 
IH'l.per.th~t i~ now backing the pre:-ent Prendt"r 
and ln..., Governrnent, has the intnrn;ation that a, 
delegate is to be .Rent to New Zealand. Now, 
with what object? 

::\lr. l\L\~N: c\fter st:dling the thing off as 
long as they r::m. 

::\Ir. KERR: \Vas the Chief ,Secretary him­
s.:lf nut ]n Xew Zt>aiand le.:::i8 than thrC::-e yeats 
ago: 

lVIr. Bo\Y)l.\~: 1-Ie was studying raiiway Lnvs 
then. 

~Tr. KEHJ{: ])itl he nnt visit the towns in 
Nev: ZeaLtnd, and sPe. how thl· ,A_et \Vas 1Jeing 
earned nnt tl1ere? lt l"i not necei':Sary to send a 
delegate to X ew z~alund. 

1\lr. L.KXXO~: It is a sbel~r wast::~ nf n1oney. 

Mr. KERE: If he w nts to introcluce nn 
fl.l:'Jertdmenc of the Licensing .c\..ct, the ordy thi.nb 
it is neeef.:sary to .Sl nd a delegate to 1\:::)w Zea­
land for is to bluff the, people of this State, and 
llO olJF'.r, 

OPPOSITION l\[JDIHEHS : Hear, hear 1 

The Ho:'IIE SECHETAHY; That i~ qnite unj:lsti-
fiab!r~. ~ 

I\Ir. BO\V:'IfAN: You ha\'8 got their laws to 
guide ymt if yon want to follow them. 

:\Ir. KERH: There i~ nu need to g;o to K ew 
Z·2 ,1.-tnd. The tPnlperance people of illiR State 
ask for three thin~s at preHent, and the- (~ovr,rn­
rnent ht\Ve the itlfiJrnJation and can carry tllfl11 
out if thPy deHire to d() so. }i~irst, th2y ::v;;k for a 
reform of the licev.sing benches. They do not 
want to have the lleensing benchrs pqcked as 
they :tre packed. All that they aok ;_,that the 
licen;:;;ing bellches Eihonld b~:-~ cons+-ituted bv our 
stipendiary lncq;ifitra>:f';.:;. \Vhat dn we finvd on 
the pre~ent licet:sing bench<·s? We find pRrti­
Rans, ~ay, of the tcn1pel'al:cepcot·lf', and partisa!JS 
repre~t nting thu liquor inttref..it of this Statel 
.si~ ti1'g on the lwneh, and n:'ry often it is carried 
ju:-;t with a !Yl}Jjority of one; ar.d we have othtT 
in.:.:.tances. \Ve have mily to take up the Brh;~ 
bane papRrs to ReA hnw nw.ny Limes the li(''!n~ing 
1Jenches are P'lcked to get theoe licenses. Then 
the second thing that is aokerl for is the exten­
sion of the loual option clauseR. 

l\ir. AlHEY: The franchise. 

J\h KERE: They ask for an extension of the 
fra nch isn. Is there any need to go to New 
Zealand for that" 

0P1'0SJTIOX l\lElUBER~ : £\0, no! 

l\J r. KElcH.: 'fhere is no need to go to Kew 
!lealand for the first thing that is \\'ant.ed, and 
there is JtO med to go to New Zeala11d for the 
second thing-the extension of the franchiee. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I do not eee what 
this has g·ot to do with the question before the 
House. 

Go\'ERr\llfENT lVIE~lBERS: Hear, hear! 

The 8 PEAKE R: I havo allowed the hon. 
gentleman a grt-at deal of latitude. The nw.tter 
he i...: referring to n1ay well be discus..:;ed on the 
Address in Reply, hut un1ess the !ton. member 
connects it obviously with the amendment I 
shall h~,-o to rule hi m ont of order. 

1\Ir. KERR : The amendment moved by the 
hon. member for lfonitude Valley is to this 
effect-

That the constitution of the Jfinistry is a violation of 
the vdll of the people as expres-"ed through the ballot­
box last February, Hlld the Government therefore does 
not pOS8CSS the confidence of this llouse. 

[Mr. Kerr. 

I am entitl :d to ::;how, Sir, that the Governrnent 
are not sinc<?re in their promises about carryin~ 
ont tlle amendment of the Licc-uDing .c\.ct, hut I 
will deed with tb:<t when the amenrlment is rlis­
pn~ed of. The Prc1nier, in Hpeaking at Hock~ 
bampton after they had formed that hr>antiful 
coali~ion, said, in Hpeaking of those wlto had left 
hi::- P'>rty~ 

Thrse men ha Ye taken what tbcv con~idPr the hono:-t 
HlH1 eonrsc, bnt which lH~ ()lr. I\..itlston) thought 
\Vas ea .. ~y t0111St. Th.:t.t mig1lt seem a hard saying-. 

rf[w bOIL gentleman :<Lid. that cert:lin gentltllllB!i 
had left him, and ftdded that they had takeu the 
rnsy course. ~ow, I leave it to the lllfmbers o£ 
th1s Hon~e, and to che people of tbe c~ountry who 
HL'•Y lC-'ad it. in Halr~trtl, to give their opinion& .~s 
tu ivho ha,-; taken th1::1 ensv uour~e. Th _, course 
which the ho11. member fc;r I3ri:~bane Sonth and 
tbe other menthcrs with n1yself ha1·e tak. n i' one 
that anyone whn lntows '1.nythiug abut't pnlitieal 
life knows well is nr)t the easv co~u· '~. "\Ve 
hac! R.n nf that List night. -..vhut an hon. 
trH-n1b2r atta.c1n~,l us in this Ch Jllbt·r. l)o you 
not think that tho~e of us who were leaving the 
Kid~trHI (i-,n•ennnent, those of us whr) h:1d f·mp­
ported. the J->runier in f<ml weather and f11:ir 
W! 1.ther, those of ns who lnd helped to build up 
the party wir h which we were cunnected and 
who had broken a way from the part.v \Ve were 
conneetl)d with .1lear~ ago-do ynn tLink we were 
tnking thf--· en.:-;y C(Jlll':~e? _At that 1needng, \V hen 
tbe late :0-Iini . .._:ter for La11ds v.:fl.s :->xpressing his 
sorrow tha.t.; ce:t Lain nH:'mbers c mid not Hee their 
way to follow tht-' Pr,.tuier in the c·>ursc• that he 
was taking, tlw Prernier said, •• Tho.::.e nten are 
going out into tht \\'ildPrne··~, '' a.nd he w:l~ Hpeak­
ing V8ry coolly, btcam;e \\'e \\'8; e hrt·8]dng onr 
a.llegi:n1ce-hrenking onr connection with a 1nH n 
\vitb wboru we had. been connected~-

l\f r. Bow:,! A!-: : It was he who broke h\, alle­
giance \Vith ,1·uu. 

'\k I(}; RH: A mall who hac! hrwn counecttd 
with sornc. c•f U.":\ for twenty yea.l'f:'-~-

::\[r. BoWJIA~ : An cl whom you hacl Y''ur sus­
pictons ( ,f ye trH ngo. 
Qpposrno~ ~lE:\Jl',EH~: Hear) hear~ 

1fr . .ICE l{ 1{: I arn not h"Oing t.u allo\v the hnn. 
nF~Juhec for l~'ort.itu:1e -valley to put words intc 
lllY mouth. 

Gonm:om:<T J\h:Mmms: Hear, hear ! 
i\lr. KERH: I am giving my own st:tte-

rnent. 
Gm·lmXME~1' 1\[DIBEltS : Hear, hear ! 
Toe SPJ,;AKKR: Order! 
)..'Ir. KEB.R: The Premier, when he wa.~ t'x~ 

pressing his sorrow at J:{.nckhampton at a public 
1neeting there, in referring to us sneer{:>cl and 
sa. id, H Tht>y \Vill not be long out in the wilder­
ne.se." I cr1n tell the hon. nH'm l1er this : that 
rather than 1 should join a coalition, or nlliance1 

as be fonnerl. with the lwn. member f1n· 'J'o\vns~ 
ville~a u1an I have Qyer y respect for privately·~ 
a man wlwm I have alway.s respeeted in hiR pri~ 
vate lifP, but a n1;1U whom I ha,ve a1 ways f(jught 
a.s a politician ever ~ince I took any interG~t in 
politics in Qlleeniilanrl-do you think it was 
likely that I couid fc>llow a man whom I had 
always opposed and a man 'vhorn I will always 
oppose bem.,use of his Conservative platforrn, 

0PI'OSI1'IO:'>I ~1EMBEHS: Hear, hear! 

J\1r. KERH: I mcty have gone out into the 
wilderness-and he followed it up witb "sneer­
but the hon. member for Barcoo, when he takes 
a step, weigh~ jt; and there i~ not a man in 
Queensland-even thr•se who are bitterly opposed 
to me-who can say that I ever went back on 
my word or went back on any posiLion I took 
up. 

GovERNMENT MEMBEHS ; Hear, hear ! 



Address in Repl_y. [25 NoVEMBER.] Add?'e8s in Reply. 193 

Mr. LESINA: What about the Labour plat· 
form which you went back on? That was one of 
the worst things you ever did. 

Mr. KERR: I will deal with that hon. 
gentleman at the proper time. (Langhter.) It 
was not the m ern bers who carne over to this side 
of the Hou.~e whr> took the easy conrse. It would 
have bPen mucb easier for u-. to have rernajnerl. 
on the other side of the House. 

Mr. KB:OGH: Yes, £1,000 a year is not too bad. 

_M,.. KJ:;;RR: £1,000 a year might bny smne 
people, but it will not buy me. 

A GOVERN1IENT MEMBER: You had]o .. t it. 

Mr. KERR: I might have lost it, bnt I have 
at least retained my honesty in politics. 

Mr. WHITE: The Labour party don't think 
thac. 

Mr. KERR: I do not care what the Labour 
party think or what you think. There is this 
about it: I will satisfy myself, and the man 
who satisfies himself does very well. (Hear, 
hear !) \Vho took the easy course? The Pre­
mier took the easy course. The Premier had 
the Premit r.-hip in one hand and the Agent­
Generalship in the other. 

OPPOSITION ]\![EMBERS : Hear, hear! 
Mr. J·. M. ResTER: He might lose both yet. 

Mr. KERR: He said he took great risks, but 
he knew he was not taking any risks. Anyone 
knows what the ballot was to be. It was only to 
be whether he was to be leader or nut. I know 
the Premier rlid not take any risk, because he 
has n"ver taken anv ri'k since he has been on 
the Treasnry bench. 'l'he hon. gentleman is 
a!waystalking about sacrificing himself-(Opposi· 
twn laughter)-and he is sttll sacrificing hirURelf 
-on the altar of the Premiership. vVoat a tine 
fat burnt-offering-(langhter)-with JJi'l"bY Den­
ham, the member for Oxley, as high priest! 
(L,ughter.) 

The SPBAKER: Order! The hrm. member 
must not refer to other hon. members by name. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member for Oxley 
went to the Premier early in 1907 ar.d made a 
certain proposal. The P.remier told him he 
would not have the proposal, and pointed out 

that it would not only be a betrayal 
[9 p.rn.] of the party who supported him in 

the House, but a betrayal of the 
men and women who harl supported him in the 
conntry.. The hnn. member for Oxley lefr, the 
Ministry and sat in Opposition. You know 
what they called each other at Rockharnpton. 
The member for Oxley c .. dled the Premier a 
rene&!arlP, r.tnd .;;o forth ; the Premier replied and 
called the Illember f,,r Oxley a renfgade. I do 
not know which was right; hnt I think if they 
were to fight it out on the Address in Heply we 
would find that they were both right. The 
Pre1niPr, rPferring to a certain 1neeting be1d in 
S1)nth Bri.sba.nE', ,<tt which he was denounced, 
said he was reminded of a certain Pharisee 
who \\ent to the temple and thanked Gud he was 
not c•s other men. 'Vhef,l a ct·rta;n politician 
cnmmentHJ on the proposa.l rnad~~ by the hon. 
rnPmher for Oxh-•y for a coali ion eighteen 
month~ age, he Rpnke t·f it. as demr1raliE:ing to the 
pul•lic life of Queetl,Jand, and said tllat things 
wuu 1rl n<>t be deodt with on thnse liues while he 
wa~ .Pren1ier. Talk about Phari:";ees! Here waR 
a fine Rpecimen of one-a 1na,:1 who stood up and 
thank••d God be was not i\ir. Denham, the 
member for Oxley. How deep a PhariHee the 
hon. member was i::; only to be judgPd now

1 

wh n we see the cornplete f'Ulnersanlt l1e has 
turned. It is of a great dctl worse description 
than thar. proposed hy the hon. member for 
Oxley. The present Home Secretary, who was 

1908-o 

Minister for Lands, 1 think has good reason to 
sa.y, "The Lnrd sa\·e rnR from n1y friends!" 
(Oppc ,,ition laughter). vVe heard the Premier 
the other d,w speaking on the Address in 
Reply, and we know what he said when 
he was asked whv the ]ate 1VIinister for Lands. 
was taken from t'be Lands Department. It is 
well known to the people of this State, more 
particularly to those in and around Bl'isbane, and 
those on the Darli t·g Dnwns, and to the members 
of this House, thg,t the Couric·1· newspaper has· 
a] ways been very bitter against the hon. member 
fur Dalby. It has criticised his administration~ 
it has endeavoured to show up his failings; and 
it has made a 'et on hi< action in the matter of 
appointing agents; and what do we find in con­
nection with the formation of the new Cabinet? 
That the Premier had tn take the hon. gentle­
man out of the Lands Department. And we 
saw in the CoU?·ier a few days ago that the 
Cabinet were considering the fees paid to agents. 
The Courier told them they must get rid of the 
agents ; and the late JYiini~ter for Lands had t"' 
be s1crificed on the altar of the Courier. 

Mr. LESINA : I think he was very foolish to. 
start the agency business. 

The HoME SEmn:TAUY: That\; all you know 
about it. 

Mr. KERR: I will not wAary the House by 
reading all the Premier said in praise of the late 
Minister for Lands, but this is what he said 
afterwards-

! believe that we are wanting in Queensland a root 
and branch overhaul of the whole of our system of land 
settlement and land administration. 

Could there be a greater conrlemnation by a 
Premier of one of his :oolleagues than to s1y that 
the department he has been administering wants 
a thorough ove,rhaul? Now, I want you t.o 
know what the Premier said further down in his 
r&marks. He said-

! hope as soon as the present bother is over-

Mark you, there is going to be more changes. 
(Opposition laughter.) He s~id-

I hr1pe (lS soon as the present bothel' is over, that the 
present ~Iiuister-

The hon. member for Oxley-
Or some other ~Iinister in his place, will go into this 

rmttter, because on it depends the rapid progress and 
development of Queensland. 

OPPOSITION J\.1Eli!BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. KERll: I want tu inform the Premier 
that lle is not going to so easily get rid of the 
hon. member for Oxley as he thinks. The, hon. 
member for Oxlev made a proposal to him, bun 
he refu~ed to a~cept that proposal, and the 
result of the coalition is this: That the Premier 
had t.o hack down, and accept the rnan whom he 
otated he had told to ]ewe his Cabinet-he has 
h>1d to accept, at the bidcling of the party and at 
the bidding of the Couric1', the h<m. member 
for Oxley b rck into hiR Cabinet. 

Hon.·R. PlliLP: It is quite untrue. 

Nir KERR : He had to take him back. 
The PI<El!IE!l: vVho marle him take him back! 
0PPOSITJOS MEMBEES : The UouriCJ". 

J\.Ir. KERH: You know whn made you take 
him hack, You know very well you had to take 
him back. 

The PnEli!IER: That is as bad as the hon. 
member for Leichhnrdt; we want sun1e evidence~ 

Mr. HAJmAOR!l: It is as good as the hon. mem­
ber for Leichhardt. It proves my statement. 

Mr. KKRR: The hon. member for Oxley is 
there, and I know-I am not a proph<'t, nor the 
son of a ]Jrophet-(laughter)-but I will tell you 

1lfr. Kerr.] 
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this: that they will make it that hot for the 
Premier that he will be jolly glad to take the 
Agent-Generalship. (Laugh te,r.) 

The PREMIER: Let us hope no worse fate be­
falls him. 

Mr. KERR: There is this about it-whoever 
is sacrificed, the Premier will not sacrifice him· 
self. You can rely on that. 

Mr. BOWMAN : Heads I win, tails you lose. 
Mr. KERR: When he finds he can no longer 

retain the Premiership--
Mr. COYNE: He will lake a motor car. 

:Mr. KERR: There is no need to take a motor 
car-he will appoint himself to the Agent­
Generalship, and they can whistle. 

Mr. KEOGH: He is a fool if he don't. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member for Dalby got 
up last night and apol,ogised. 

The HoME t:lECRE1'AlW: You are mistaken. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member for Bulimba 
felt very indignant at what the hon. member for 
Dalby said, which was quite correct. He did 
not refer to himself. He has no need to refer to 
himself, but he referred to hon. members sitting 
over on this side of the Chamber, whom, he said, 
could not be»r the odium of the Philp party. It 
is quite correct. I state it, and I do not make 
any bones about it. (Laughter,) I would not 
be found dead alongside the Philp party. (Loud 
laughter.) If anyone was afraid of the odium 
of the Philp p~rty, it was the Premier himself, 
for he said he would on no account coalesce with 
that party. Why? Because he was afraid of 
this same odium. 

Mr. vV. H. BARNES: I hope you will die in such 
good company. 

Mr. KERR: That reminds me of what the 
hon. member for Bulimba said last session­
what he said about the Premier being drummed 
out of his native town. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS : And never apologised. 

Mr. KERR : And the hon. member for 
Maryborougb, a fellow townsman, got up and 
defended the Premier. 

Mr. HUXHAl\I : That'was a Labour man. 
Mr. GRANT : I had to defend you from the 

Labour party once. 

Mr. Kl'::RR: 'fhe hon. member for Bulimba 
made that statement, and he has never with­
drawn it, and now he is sitting "cheek by 
jowl" with that man. vVhat sort of a feeling 
could there be when a man like the hon. member 
for Bulirnba makes a statement of that kmd, 
and when asked to withdraw it, said he would 
withdraw it because he was compelled to do so. 
But be has never apologised to the Premier, and 
if the brm. member for Bulimba is the man I 
take him to be, he will get up in this Chamber­
it may be humiliating-he will get up and 
apologise to the Premier, and to the House, for 
having made use of those words-that the presem 
Premier was drummed out of Falkirk-and he 
has nothing to prove it. I want to deal with 
this phase of the matter. \Vas it not the odium 
of the Philp party that put the present Home 
Secretary on to the Ministerial benches? You 
will remember the time when he, was Chairman 
of Committees. You will remember the pair 
that was made, and you will remember that 
when the then Premier, the hon. member for 
Townsville, had a narrow division in this House, 
be resigned the Premiership. 

Mr. KEOGH: With a majority of two. 

Mr. KERR: No doubt it is within the mem­
oryof everyhon. memberhowthehon. member for 
Townsville and Mr. Cameron, the late member for 

[ 111 r. ]{err. 

Brisbane North, and also the hon. memberforCler­
mont-(laughter)-used to get up and remind the 
hon. member for Dalbv that he had been supplied 
with money by the ·Philp party, and he de­
serted them. 

Hon. R. PHILP: I never did. 

Mr. KERR: Yes. It is in Hansard. 
The PREMIEH : \Vhat kind of a man must you 

be who associated so long' with these people? 
Mr. KBRR: It was the odium of tbe Philp 

party that put the hon. member for Dalby on 
the Treasury benches. The Home Secretary 
stated that certain cross-bench members feared 
that odium so rnnch that they dropped their 
portfolios. 

Mr. JYIULCAHY; It would not make him drop 
it. 

Mr. KERR; Perhaps the Home Secretary 
loves his portfolio too much to drop it. I had 
reasons why I could not \vork with the Philp 
party, and I left the late Ministry in an hon­
ourable manner. 

The TREASURE!!: 0£ your own accord. 

Mr. KERR: I left of my own accord. I did 
not believe that the coalition was going to 
accomplish the work that it was said it was 
going to accomplish. Tbe Premier says the 
l:'hilpites are all fine democrats now. 

Mr. CAMPBELL: So we are. 

Mr. KBRR: Let us see. The hon. gentle­
man has the black labour party behind him; 
he has the poll taxers behind him; he has th" 
friends of the postal vote behind him; he has 
the opponents for years of the extension of 
the franchise behind him; he has the battlers 
against constitutional liberty behind him·­
the men he denounced eight months ago as 
conspiring to overthrow Parliament. It is a 
funny hotch-potch. It is a kind of lobscouse 
party. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Is that a Scotch dish? 
The SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr. KERR; No, it is a dish you would get 
if you were at sea. I think the hon. member 
for Bundaborg will bear me out in that. Those 
of us who have been before the mast know 
what lobscouse. is-(laughter)-and we have 
a pretty fair idea of the party with whose 
assistance the Premier says he is going to 
carry out his Rockhampton programme. 
There is another matter that I \\ant to deal 
with. The Premier said that he felt like 
Pilate. HP took a very peculiar character 
by way of illustration. '!'hose of us who have 
read Biblical history know very well that 
Pilate was convinced that what he was doing 
was }Vrong; that the man he was sentencing 
was not guilty; that be had not committed 
what he was charged with; and he even went 
so far as to wash his hands. Would not the 
Premier like to wash his hands of the coali­
tion? (Opposition laughter.) He says the rats 
are gnawing at the sh1p now. 

The PREMIER; No, he would not like to 
wash his hands. 

Mr. KERR : The Premier has given several 
reasons why he formed the coalition. First, 
he found it was impossible any longer to work 
with the Labour party. He would have liked 
a sufficient number of the democrats sitting 
b<hing the hon. member for Townsville to 
havo come over and supported him. But 
they were not giving themselves away like 
that. They wore all going to be hanged to­
gether-they were determined that they must 
all be taken over together. \Vhen the hon. 
gentleman was discussing the situation with 
his party, he asked if there was any alterna-
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tive to forming a coalition with the Philp 
party. I and others believed that there was 
an alternative, aud my alternative was this­
rh" houost course for the Premier to have 
followed was to have come down with his 
Rockhampton policy, and uut the onus on the 
Labou1· party of defeating him. I am certain 
they woulcl newr have defeated him (if he had 
come down with his Rockhampton policy) to 
pllt tho Philp party in power. 

lY1r. LE SIN.\.: I am not eo suro about that. 
GoVERi\';\fEN'r MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. KERR: I know the hon. member for 

Clc•rmont wonld have been favourable to that. 
J\Tr. LESINA: I would as soon see Philp in 

power as Kidston. 

:\1r. KERR: The hon. gentleman could not 
see that that was the course ho should have 
taken, because he had hee1i carrying on nego­
tiations for some con,ideraule time with th<> 
other side. He had made up his mind that 
he must have a coalition, and that coalition 
was to take place, despite the fact that he 
would be coalescing with- a party that was 
entirely opposite to him in policy. No man, no 
Minister, and no party ha\·e a right to enter 
politics if they are afraid to leave tho Trea­
sury benches and go into opposition, because 
that is very often the place where you have 
to be. 

OPPOSITION ::\1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

:\Jr. KERH: This leads me up to one of the 
:\linisters who is always a Minister-(Opposi­
tion laughter)-tho gentleman whom the Pre­
mier had acting as his spy upon the other 
l\Iinistors when he was awav. 

:Y1r. KEOGH: Is that my old friend Barlow? 

The PRE:HIER: l\Ir. Speaker,-! think, as 
a matter of puulic decency, that remark ought 
to be withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member is not 
in order in making that remark about ono of 
the Ministers. 

The PRE:\!IER: 1\Ir. Spen.ker,-That is 
not sufficient. Such a remark ought to be 
withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER: Of course, when I say 
that the remark is out. of order, it follows that 
the hon. member must withdraw it. 

Mr. KERR: 'Veil, I will withdraw it, and 
say that the Secretary for Public Imtruction 
was in constant communication >1 ith the Pre­
nlier, with cuttings out of papers referring to 
the movements of the. other :\Iinisters. I think 
I am in order in saying that. When anything· 
appeared in Truth about the late Secretary 
for Public Lands, that was quietly cut out. 
When anything appeared about the late 
Attorney-General, that was quietly cut out. 

:\1r. BOWMAN: Anything in the W orke1· 
.about him? 

l\1r. KERR: And these things were sup­
plied to the Premier. 

The PREJ\IIER: :\fr. Speaker.-This 1s 
about the most disgraceful exhibition I ha.ve 
ever seen in this Chamber. 

Mr. BoWJfAN: You do not like it. 
The PREMIER: I do not like it. 
Mr. LESIN A: 1\Ir. Speaker,-! rise to a 

point of order. Is the leader of the Govern­
ment in order in referring to the speech of an 
hon. member of this Chamber as "a disgrace­
ful exhibition," and thereby impugning your 
ruling? 

The SPEAKER: I understood that the Pre­
mier was not referring to the conduct of busi­
ne$s in the, House, but rather to the, remarks 

of the hon. member for Barcoo with reference 
to some :'llinisterial action. If the hon. mem­
ber used the expression in connection with 
this House, it is out of order. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: \Vithdraw! 

1\Ir. LESINA: Is the Premier entitled under 
our Stauding Orders to describe an hon. 
member's speech a,s a disgraceful exhibition? 

The HmiE SECRETARY: You have said three 
times worse than that. 

The SPEAKER: The Premier did not de. 
scribe the hon. member's speech as a disgrace­
ful exhibition, so far as I understood his 
remarks. I understood that what the Premier 
said had referencf> to remarks concerning 
transactions between J\Iinist,c,rs. 

:\Jr. KERR: Well, I willleavc the Old Man 
of the Sea. Coming back to the sorrow ex­

pressed hy the Premier, who alw 
[9.30 p.m.] said that the Labour party were 

delighted that I and other hon. 
members hnd croseed over to this side of the. 
House, I would point out that, in taking the 
action we did, wc did not expect that we were 
going to get the support' of the Labour party. 
T'he hon. gentleman said, in a sneering .'~ay, 
that we would have to make a sad coahtwn. 
I want to inform the hon. gentleman that I 
am not so fond of making coalitions as he is. 
With mv party l coalesced with the Morr;an 
partv when the ?vlm·u·an-Kidston Government 
was· formed, but I did not coalesce, with the 
Philp party when the hon. gentleman coalesced 
with them. Tbe coaiition formed by the 
present Premier and those who support him 
will ha\O to wait a very long time before I 
will ask to coaksco with them. " Once bitt<Jn, 
twice shy." 

J\lr. CAMPBELL: \Vhat u,Lout the M organ pro­
gramrne? 

C'\Ir. KERR: L<>t the hon. member for More­
ton look after himself. The Labour party can­
not saY that at a,ny time since I left them I 
have approached them o.nd asked them to 
coalesce \vith lne~-

An HONOUR \BLE l'IIElTBER: You knew you 
had no chanco. 

:\Jr. KERR: And I have no intention of 
coalescing with the Lauour party. 

1'he TREASURER: They say they will not 
ha;-e you. 

Mr. KERR: They may say what they like. 
The TREASURER: The hon. member for Cler­

mont said so last night. 
''llr. KERR: The hon. member for Clermont 

is not the whole of the Labour party. If I 
w·ere like the, hon. men1ber for Enogg,era, I 
would a.lways stick to m_y billf't. _(Labour 
lau!!htcr.) I entered this Chamber m 189:1, 
at tlw same time as 1\Ir. Speaker. There are 
very few members ]oft. who entered the House 
in 1893. There are the hon. member for 
Dalbv the hon. member for Toombul, the 
hou. ~r~emher for• Raven::.\<\'Ood, the hon. me·m­
ber for Lcichhardt, 1\lr. :?,peal<er, and myself. 

An HONOURABLE :\lEliBER: And the hon. 
member for Towmwilk. 

l\Ir. KERR: Xo; th<> hon. member for 
Townsville entered the House before 1893. 
Even one of those, members I have men­
tione'd as havint; heen first elected in 1893. 
with the exception of the hon. memher for 
Toombul, has held an official position in this 
Chamber. 'Yc have been in the full light and 
blaze of political hfe· since 1893. I k17ew what 
it meant to leave the party with whiCh I was 
origina.lly associated. I knew very well that 
I could not expect to have an easy course, 
but no man can charg" me with throwing 

Mr. ]{err.] 
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away my principles, and remaining a member 
of a coalition at the price of being a Cabinet 
Minister. 

l\lr. LESINA: What a.bout s<>lling public 
lands? 

1\Tr. KERR: The hon. member knows verv 
well ~hat every member of the party on th~ 
occaswn he refers to voted for the sale of 
public lands. That was acknow!ed§;ecl by th<> 
leader of the Labour pn,rty when speaking at 
Roma. 

Mr. HARDACRE: No. 

Mr. KERR: The leader of the Opposition 
whon speaking at Roma pointed out that 
every member of the party voted for the sale 
of public lands on that occasion. 

Mr. HARDACRF.: That is not correct. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member for Clermont 
was one of those who voted for the sale of 
the public lands. I am quite prepared, as I 
said earlier in my speech. to take the con­
sequences of my action in leaving the present 
Government. I have gone into the wildcrne,s. 
as the Premier says. 

An Hm-:OURABLE 1\'lEMBER: He says you 
have taken the easy course. 

Mr. KERR: I have taken the easv course 
now. Those of us who have left the 'coalition 
are--

Mr. SUMNER: Between the upper and 
nether millstone. 

Mr. KERR: As the hon. m0mber for 
Nundah says, we are between the upper and 
nether miilstone. \V e ha vc the Press trying 
to down us. we have some members of the 
party we ldt trying to down us, and we have 
some members of the Labour party trying to 
down us; but as long as I remain in political 
life I shall steer the course which I consider I 
ought to steer, and I will be responsible only 
to myself and to the electors who returned me 
to this House. 

Mr. \VHITE: You are not singular in that 
respect, surely. 

Mr. KERR: I have always found the hon. 
member for ::\Iusgrave fighting with the big 
battalions. I han• noYer found him fighting 
what may be tormecl a forlorn hope. 

Mr. \VHITE: I did for a long time. 

Mr. KERH: But whether mv time in this 
Home is long or short, I say distinctly that 
( have taken the coursE' I have taken after 
du<> consid,ration, and being responsible alone 
to the electors who returned me. I am certain 
that the coalition which has boon formed is 
only a coalition of conYeniencc,_ and that it 
will never accomplish what it has been said 
it will accomplis h. Fancy a g-rca t democrat 
like the hon. mc:llber for Albcrt--

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC \VonKS: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. KERR: The hon. mernlwr went down 
to his dcctora.tf'. and tdcl tlwm that he was 
a ·--1ernncrat. when. as a ma+tor of fa.ct. he \va ... 
chosen for that con~tituencv "l>·rca.nsP he wa.s 
more conservative that the' lak member for 
that € lcctorate. 

The S~CRET.~RY FOR ]~uBur• \YoRK8: That 
ie an untrue sta.tf'n1ent, and you know it.. 

:\fr. KERR: That is th<' position. I ham 
waited anxionsh to hear the hon. member 
for Bow en, the 'hon. me m l'er for Albcrt. and 
the junior meml:er for Rockhampton speak. 

The SECRETARY FOn PUBLIC \YORKS: You 
will hear them. 

!\fr. KERR: And rrivc us the details of the 
great trip they had on tho " Lucinda." They 
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came back and went round ancl told the other 
members what had taken place, and how they 
had' been treated, and they are as d urn b a.s 
dogs now. There is not a word to be got out 
of them. vVe have not heard anything about 
when the hon. member for Albert was re· 
queskd by the Home Secretary to sing· that 
fine German song. (Land laughter.) 

The SECRET.~RY FOR PFBLIC \\'oRKS: He 
sung it too. 

Mr. KERR: We have not heard anything 
about the wines used on the festive occasion. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pum.IC \YORKS: They 
\\.'(~re very good. 

:\lr. KERR: \Ve have not hea.rd about the 
lmtlm who dispensed those wines. (Laughter.) 
Xo, we were going to hear a great clual, but 
the coalition has been formed, and wo are 
not going to hear anything about this great 
trip on the "Lucinda." But the Treasurer 
will ascertain. when he g·ets the returns of 
the expenses, how much was expended in 
wine on the '' Lucinda.'' 

An HoNOURABI,E MEMBER: Who is to pay 
for it? 

~\Jr. KERR: I do not know wl10 is to pay 
for it. 1 may have to pay my share Q,s a tax· 
payer. In conclu<ion. I want to say that the 
coalition which has b<>en formed, the coali­
tion which is ~!·oing· to accomplish such great 
thing,. is a coalit-ion wl1ieh has he0n born ont 
of due time, and it will not bring· forth anv 
good. I am certain of this: Tha.t the people of 
this Sta.te, instead of g<·tting· what they ex­
pectf'd they would c.tt•t--good democratic le.t:is~ 
lation and good administration-will yet live 
to ruo the, day that ever the coalition was 
formed between the senior mPmber for Rock­
harnpton North and th<> ;oenior member for 
Townsville. 

* 'I'he TREASL:RER. (Hon. A. G. 0. Haw­
thorn. Hnopaer.rt): I do not propose at the 
present hour to contimw this debate at a.nv 
very great length, because, as far as th~ 
1notion of \Vant Df confidence i;;; concerned, 
that has been a dead horse for a long time­
we are 1ner.cly Aog~ing it. \Yf'. know Vl'hat 
th{' 1·csult of that will be. The House will 
ccrtainl.Y not sa:v that the present GoYcrmnem; 
havo not. its confi.Jencc. But thC're arc one 
or two items in the sneech of the hon. me m be~· 
for Barcoo which T 'think it is my duty, as a 
m cm her of the ~\Iini.strv. to trv and refute. 
The hon. memlwr has a:rJmitt:·ed .. in his speech 
that he. left the :\lini,trv of his own accord. 
mtd, nf'r~onallv, T cannot u11dersta-r1d \vha.t he 
j, making all this whim' aL·out. Both he and 
thf' hon. rnem1lf'r for Brisban{~ South have 
takpn up a Ycry L1x 1 e portion of their spe-ecbeA 
in abusp of thu Premirr. I th~nk it ,,·oulcl 
ha,Y.e bBen very • mch bett0r if tlwy had put 
thf'lr case rnoderu.tf'~Y and in a di!.rnified ma.nw 
JH•r bpf{JI'f' tl-w pnbljc, i11 "tead of a1-msln.c; in 
the W:l.Y they have done t}p:_- rna.n with \V11orn 
t.hf'y v:ere so long· as:.:o(:iatf'd as cniJ{~a.g-ues. 
UovY·PYer, that is u, ntatter of tash=~. It is very 
amttsing to see the 1ncrn hf'rs Df the Labou'r 
party cheorinr.c them on----e·Iginp-- therrt on­
~ooling thorn on. 

~fr. J.\lFLCAl-IY: ]t i:-> ~{·T?; amu~ing to S€-8 

the Pr{'nlieJ~ fe{' vou to cl0ferH1 hi1n. 
The TRE~\.su:R!~R: I;urin12; the se:ssion in 

.\pril last, the La.'•our pa.rty coulrl not say 
enough a.gmnst thf'Bf> hxo hon. men1'bers v.rhik~ 
they were sittin.o: here ond ca.rrying· out 
leg1slahon which thev did not like; but now 
when it suits them. t'hcy are prepared to sool 
them on, and make use of them as far as thev 
possibly can. Now, one of the points which 
the hon. member for Barcoo has raised is the 
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question of the construction of wharfage in con­
noctwn with the land at \Villiam street, which 
ho says has boNI hold over on account of some 
iuflumwe which the hon. member for l'-!orth 
13ri,,lm,ue has arrangeU with the Pren1ier while 
he was in Englaud. 

Mr. HARDACP.E: \\'ill you lay the whole of 
tlw paper' upon tlw tobh of tbe House! 

The TREASUH.EH: He knows as well as 
anyone in this House knows what the position 
lS. He was. a member of the Ministry while 
that was going on, and it seems to me a sorrv 
spectacle that a member of the Cabinet fo'i· 
such a long time should come here and make 
use of knowledge that he could' only gain 
while he was a member of that Cabinet, and 
try and run down what was clone while he was 
m the Cabinet <~ncl when he took part in the 
procer~chngs he 1s condcn1ning in so hearty a 
mauner. 

The PnE~l!Elt: \Vhich he dicl not condemn 
while he was there. 

The TREASUREH: It is not that he left 
ihe Cabinet on z;.r•count of th<~<;;;e tranPactions, 
but of his own accord. 

The PRE;\JIER: Qnito other reasons. 
An 0PPOSITIO:-> :iYlEliiBER: \Vho is making 

this speech' 
The THEASUHER: As to this matter of 

th~ Electric Light C<;nnpany, he k!1ows very 
wcrl that, Wl' g-a \·e nobce of resumption of that 
la~J(l. _fir_· also know~ that objection -was 
rm,;ed on the gTOLllld that we harl no right to 
resume that property from the Electric Light. 
!tt~.~: and Power Uon1pany, because, as they 
alleged, they were a constructin~ authoritv 
and wo could not come in behind them. The~ 
could carry out what they wore authorised to 
construct. and wo could not interefcre with 
thPm or resume the land they have got hold of. 

Mr. HAitDACRE: And who gave them that 
~tuthority? The Pren1ier? 

The TREASURER: They got that au­
t.honty. by c\ct of Parhament as a constructing 
authonty. 

"-lr. HAHDAC'RE: Dy the Premier. 

The TREASURER: That matt-er has not 
been decided by legal anthoritv yet but as 
the hon. member says, instruct.i~ns c~me f~om 
England to leave the matt-er over until the 
Premier can1-e out. 

1\'fr. HAHDACRE: \Vho sent them? 

The TREASURER: There was no harm 
done; no one could be prejudiced; the land 
could not run away. 

Mr. HUXHAM: But it could increase in 
value very considerably. 

The TREASURER: The value could onl-y 
be taken as at tJ::e time of resumption, no 
matter how long· It was before we appealed. 
If the hon. gentleman knew anything at all 
he would know that. Another thin~ is this· 
After the Premier came back, the l~te Trea: 
surer and the hon. member for Barcoo were 
both members of the Cabinet, but they never 
once brought up that matter until they had 
left the Calnnet. They never made a motion 
of any kind to try and bring this matter 
before the Cabinet, nor did they complain in 
any way t;hat it had been hung up by order of 
the Premier. 
. Mr .. MrRPHY: The Cabinet was too busy 
m trymg to brmg about a coalition. 

The TREASURER: Since they have left 
the Cabinet we have been too much occupied 
with other matte.rs, as hon. members know, 
·w be able to g<:> mto details of lesser moment 

than wo have been ooncerned with lat-ely, 
and, for that reason, the question has not 
come up. I say there has been ample justifi­
cation for it. l say that the fact that the hon. 
member for Brisbane North has something to 
do with it nas certainly had nothing to do, 
since the Premier came back, with the hang­
ing up of this question. It is under considera­
tion. \V e must remember tha.t this is a matter 
which, if it is gone on with, will involve an 
outlay of probably £40,000. We have to con­
sider whether that £40,000 is likely to be 
bett-er spent in buying new wharfage close to 
Brisbane, where theTe is plenty of wharfage 
accommodation at present-we have no com­
plaint that there is not sufficient wharfage to 
acoommoclate all the shipping coming· here­
or in railway construction, which will b-e of 
greater benefit to the people of this State. 
These matters all require consideration, and 
I say that the Government have every justifi­
cation for" having hung up that business so 
long- as it has been. 

Mr. ::\IANN interjected. 
The THEASL.'RER : If the hon. gentleman's 

intorjPction wero worth taking notice of, I 
wonld reply to it: I do not think it is. The 
other qucstiuu to which the hon. member for 
Barcoo made reference '"as the question of the 
Licensing Act, and he wanted to know if I had 
carried out, as the l·on. member for Brisbane 
South had carried it out, the administration of 
that "'\.et. I saY, without hesitation, that while 
I was in the office of Home Secretary I made 
absolutely no change in the way in which that 
Ad was a,clmii1istered. 

GovERNMENT ::'v[E}!BERS: Hear, hear! 
Tlw TREASUlC~lt: I gave the Commi,. 

sinner of Police a free· hand to do whatever 
he wanted to carry out the provisions of tho 
Licensing "\et. a.nd I never once interfered to 
prevent him frDm looking aftor the Sunday 
trading, 110r did I ~nterfero v\rith him going 
on with a.ny prosecutiDIJS wl1ich hi' thought 
necessa.rv in con::.:.P-jUf'nce of that Sunday 
trading." I say ,iistinctly that the hon. gentle­
man kn0w that as a member of the Cabinet. 
He knmv that thn.t was so. and he never once 
miLde a.ny objf'ction that the Act was not being 
properly a.clministerod by rme while he was in 
the Cal•inet. Directly he gDes out of office he 
finds out that things~ a.re '.~·uing· all wrong at 
Hockhampton. and whcm l ask him why he 
did not tell us all about it before, he said ho 
did not know about it then. It is onlv three 
or four woel.s ago since he loft the Cabinet. 

A L.iBOrR 1\IE)!BcH: But he has been up to 
Hockhampton since then. 

The TREASUREH: I think I can safely 
leave it to the liouse to consider what an1ount 
Df importance tlwy will 1mt on the assertions 
of the hon. memher for barcoo when they con· 
sicler tho confiflcntial rr·lations that existed 
betwf'en him and the CaJ._inet. T say tbat it 
is a distinct breach of CaLinet oonfidences. I 
merely got. np to say a word or two in expla­
nation on behalf of my colleagu<'s. and I will 
say, in conclusion, with rc~arcl to the hon. 
mPmher for Barcoo o,nd the hon. member for 
BrisbaM Rnuth. tbat· [ do not think the Pre­
mier has treated theu1 in such a. way as to 
deserve such treatment as he has received at 
their hands. 

GoYERNME!':T MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
* Mr. J. :i\1. HDNTER (1liaranoa): In con­
sidering this vote of no confidence there are 
a number of things which should be taken 
into consideration before we come to a vote. 
\V c have not only to consider what brought 
about this coalition and the means that have 
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been employed both by the late Opposition 
and the late Government to bring it into exis­
tence, but we have also to consider what is 
proposed to be clone and what has been done 
during the recent Administration. We will 
find, when v,e come to inquire into the reasons 
introduced by ihe Premier, that one of the 
reasons advanced b0 him to bring about this 
coalition is that it is time there was a solid 
Government formed so that the abolition of 
the three-party system might be brought 
about. We find that in this respect the late 
Premier has dismally failed in producing two 
parties in this House. As a matter of fact, 
instead of having only two parties at the 
present time wo find no less than four parties. 
How many parties thPro will he before the 
end comes remains to be seen. The principal 
reason whwh has brought about the coalition 
was the weakness of the Premier on the one 
hand. togdher with his fear of defeat and love 
of ?ffice; whilo, on the other hand, we find that 
owmg to the hung·er and lust for office on thf' 
part of the Philp Opposition-these two parties 
both desiring to obtain possession of authoritv 
in the country-thev decid0d that safetv lav i;; 
coming togdhe~·. and in securing for them­
selves the position. It Is a matter for con­
gratulation that at least there were a number 
of supporters of the Kidston partv who 
scorned to hand themselves ov<>r bodv and soul 
to the party with whom the Premier former! 
this coalition, and I think they are to be com­
phmented on the political honestv which thev 
ha-:e displayed i~. this. matter. 'The positio;; 
whwh we are rammp: m th1s vote of no con­
fidence is raised for the purpose of showing 
tha~ we arc oppo,ed to the political immorality 
wh10h th: wholp of Tthis business is strongly 
charactensed by. VIe have to-da:v the spec­
tacle on the front Minist0rial ben.ches of the 
hidebound Tories joining forces with a 
number •Jf professed democrats and the 
partie• to the coalition say that' in doing 
so they have proved themselves patriots. 
T? .my mind the:v havp proved thPmselves as 
wlllmg to sell ·themselves for the love of 
office and tho desire to retain position and 
~wer. Vlnen fhe Premier was put on his 
tnal and asked to defend the position he had 
taken up. what do we find? V\T e find no 
defence offering at alL It does not matter 
how satisfied\ the· hon. gemtleman and his 
colleagiH'S are in this matt-er, we find no sort 
of defenc-e offering. From this side all sorts of 
charges wer-e hurled at the Ministrv, together 
with proofs anrl evidences. and they should 
have called forth some sort of defence from 
that side of the House, bu·t what do we find? 
We find the whole party gag-ged. We find 
Cabinet Ministers •·itting silen't, and the Pre­
mier telling us that the. onlv defence he had 
was the reasons he offered. ,~hich were that he 
did not want th<> support of the Labour partv 
any lonp:<>_r. and he was unable to carry on any 
long·<>r with the La.bour support. We have 
only that bald statement. with no proof at all. 
but we find that the legislation which was 
passed during last session of which he was 
most proud was the very legislation which he 
was enabled tD cany with the assistance of the 
La.bour party, with whom he has brought 
about a separation. There are hon. members 
on this side who claim credit for having com­
pelled him to pass that J.ec;islation. To whom 
is that. credit due? Did the Labour pady 
f(lrce h1m to pass old-age pensions? \Vas it 
against his wish that the wages hoards legis­
lation was passed? vVas it against his wish 
that the Constitutional Amendment Act was 
passed in this House? The hon. gentleman is 
not deducing· the right reason for bringing 

[Mr . .1. M. Hunter. 

a.bout this coalition, or else it is not right 
that he worked with the assistance of the 
Labour party. If . he succeeded so well in 
passing the legislation he desired with the 
assistance of the. Labour party, why did he 
not continue to work with that party'! On the 
other hand, if the legislation which he passed 
was passed with the. influence of the Labour 
party, then to that party is the credit due for 
all the le;:i·islation that has been passed by the 
hon. gen-tleman. The hon. gentleman can 
place himself on the horm of whichever 
dilemma he wishes to b0 impaled on. Either 
one thing or the other is right. and which­
ev€r l·s right, it proves that. the Premier is in 
the wrong. Either the hon. gentl.eman was 
the astute gentlema.n he believes himself to 
be. and pas:,.,d the legislation, or he was the 
willing servant of the House. It may be that 
hie lef(islation was coloured by the support 
behind him. He told us the other night. wh<>n 
he ""''as on his defence, that on account of a 
nun1her of his followers severing their connec­
tion with him it wa' going to make it difficnlt 
for him to carrv out that democratic legislation 
that thcv were "anxious to have brought about. 
H·e a.!so' said his future legislation would be 
laro·ely coloured by th.e support he got in the 
ca~~us. The hon. gentleman said the position 
ha occupied was int.ol<erable, b0cause he was 

under the influence of the Labour 
[10 p.m.] party. I want to know how it was 

intolerable. or how it could be 
more intolerable than the position he occupies 
to-day. I think it requires no se<er to know 
that the Premier at the present time is being 
influenced not by his own side but by .a party 
within a party who a.re. influenced by othf'l' 
sources: that he will be JOCkPyed by the daily 
Press; that he will be influenced indirectly i£ 
not directly; and that his legislation will be 
coloured by the Press. If the position ~~ 
occupied last se,sion was intolerable. he w1ll 
find it many times more intolerable durmg the 
coming session. He said another reason why 
ho wi;hed to form a coalition was that he 
might have a strong party to support. him, i;1 
fio·hting for State. rights. It appears that he 1s 
ahva.ys fighting for .something he cannot get. 
He is always trying to raise some bogey, and 
this State 1:ights bogey in connection with the 
finances is about one of the biggest bogeys 
he could raise. One of the chief complaints 
of the· State Premiers against the- Common­
wealth is this: Because they have handed 
over certain powers in the government. of the 
continent, it has lowered the prestige of the 
State Premiers, and they want to g·et hold of 
a little more money than they are getting at 
the present time from the C<Jmmonwealth. 
They say the Braddon blot will shortly ex­
pire, and then there will be fina.nmal con~ 
fnsion. I say tha.t before the Braddon blot 
expires the State Treasurer~ w~ll have evolvPd 
some other method of chstnbutwn of the 
finances. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I have already 
pointed out that a gcnPral discussion on the 
qu~stion of Federal finance is out of order on 
this amPnrlment. 

Mr. J. i\L HT:NTER: The Premier gives as 
a rc•awn for the reconstruction of his Cabinet 
the necessity of forming a stable Government 
on account of the financial relations between 
the States and th.e Commonwealth causing in­
securitv. I want to show that in this regard 
he is not treating the House right, and that in 
making that charge he is not doing justice to 
the Common wealth Government. I want to 
show that it is not a proper thing to shelter 
himself behind a charge of that kind, and 
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that tlwro is no excuse for a reconstruction of 
the Cabinet on that ground. I hold that the 
distribution of the finances of the Common­
wealth must n0cessarily be shortened, as there 
are larg-er obligations to fulfil. 
. The SPEAKER: Order! There is no objec­

twn to a reference to the financial relations 
between tho States and the Commonwealth 
if it is connected with the amendment, but a 
g-eneral discussion on that matter will be out 
of ord<:>r at this stag-e. 

Mr. J. :\T. FlTNTER: I think. under tlwse 
conditions, it will be· found that the loyalty 
of hon. meml>ers gencralh is as great as that 
of any member of the Cabinet, and I say 
that the Premier's desire to attack thorn is not 
justified. 

The TREASFRER: He has no desire to attack 
the Commonwealth Go.-ernment. What he 
proposed to do is to defend the finance" of the 
States. 

Mr. J. i'II. liUN'l'ER: If we do Ios<>• a cer­
tain amount of revenuf; by not having so 
much re.turned by the Commonwealth Govern­
ment. we have the lwnefit of a larg-er expendi­
ture by the Commonwealth on old-ag-e pen­
sions and other importa.nt matters. The 
lig-hting of our coast is a very important 
matter, that oug-ht to have been handed over 
to the Federal Government long- ago; and 
when that is done, it will necessitate a greater 
expenditure by the Commonwealth Govern-­
ment. \Ve were told, too, that there was no 
chance of development work being- undertaken 
on account of the position of parties. In one 
bmath we were told that the reconstruction 
was due to the need of support from the Tory 
side, and in the next breath we were told 
that it wa•• on accou"t of Federal interference 
with our finances. Now, what is real reapon? 
I think the whole reason is that the Premier 
took fright, a:'d t..hoyght the Labour party, at 
the first meetmg tins sesswn, would turn him 
out, and perhaps join ha .. nds with the reac­
tionaries. But he <!id not need to have any 
fear on that score. I do not think the action 
of the Premier in bringin'{ forward syndicate 
rmlways was to be corn mended after receivin ~ 
the support given to him by this party. But: 
for other reasons also, I think it was one of 
the worst business propositions I ever heard 
.. 'ubmitted to any body of men. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: vVe have also been 
told that without this coalition there could be 
no land settlement a.nd no water conservation. 

The SPEAKER: Surely the hon. member 
must seo he is now discussin rr the o-eneral 
question. This is a matter he ~an dis~uss as 
fully as he likes on the main question, but 
It has no relevancy to the question before the 
House at the present time. 

M~. J. M. HUNTER: I am simply endea­
vounng· to show that the Premier g-ave this as 
ono of lns reasons for the coalition which there 
is no foundation for. I am a,..;swering the 
argume.nts that have been o--ffered by the 
Premier. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! Even i£ the Pre­
mi_er did offer those ar!!'urneuts t.hat does not 
bnng the matter within the scope of tlw 
amendment. I do not t:hink the Premier 
mentioned this matter in the House; h<· mav 
have doile so in other places. • 

Mr .• J. J\1. HUNTER: I think the words I 
refer to were used in reply to the leader of the 
Opposition-that he was not able to carry on 
tlu prog-ressive and expansive works that ~ere 
necessary to the State at tho pres<>nt time. 

The SPEAKER: Order! As I have already 
pointed out, the hon. member who moved this 
amendment spoke on t.he general question, 
as he has a right to do. and it was only a fair 
thing· to allow the head of the Government 
an opportunity of replying to the definite 
charges that were made against him, but 
surely that privilege cannot be claimed by 
other hon. members against whom no charge 
was made. I have endeavoured to treat all hon. 
members impartially, but they cannot claim 
th,, same right that wa.s given by courtesy to 
th'l head of the Government. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: I have no wish to tres­
pass. J\1y contention is that, so fa1· as the argu­
ments that havo been submitt.ed for the justifi­
cation for the reconstnwtion of thi-, Ministry are 
concerned, no E:ufficient reason has been given. 
That the Premier has only shown he was de­
sirous of bringing about a coalition so that he 
mig-ht secure a further lease of power-that he 
was afraid tho Labour party was about to 
throw him over, and he would be turned into 
oblivion, and that he would not then secure 
the Agent-Generalship. We aro told, on ac­
count of this action, the immigration policy of 
t..ho Government could not be carried out; that 
it was necessary to have a large influx of immi­
grants to settle the State. While this debate 
was on, tho late Minister for Lands told us 
that he was unable to get the lands of the 
State settled on that account. I may tell this 
House that at the present time, and for a con­
siderable time past, there has been a decided 
inability on the part of the hon. gentleman 
occupying that position to supply the require­
ments of this ~tate. I hold in my hand a letter 
written by a member of a group-he had per­
mission to form a group some fifteen months 
ago, and he is not settled yet-and he states if 
he is not settled in a few months he must give 
up all idea of settling in Queensland. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Of course, you do noli 
mind giving the name. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: No. I do not mind 
giving the name. .. 

Tl1e HmiE SgcrmTARY:: Might I ask yon 
wlwre it is written from? 

Mr. J. M. HUK'l'ER: It is written from 
Roma, and elated 16th November. The letter 
reads-
:Mr. Ilunter,-

Dear Sir,-I am forwarding .:\IcGurks' letter to you re 
J;ands Department. He has been getting the same old 
yarn every time from them. [ think it is time \Ye bad 
something done towards getting on the land. If I don't 
soon geL there I must look for ~omething else. Shake 
them up a bit. 

Yours faithfully, 
lt. KELLY. 

Tne Hmm SECRETARY: You will understand 
l only want an opportunity of getting at the 
other side of the case. 

Mr. J. M. HUNT:Cl': This is a matter I harl 
a good deal to do with. The group represents 
>ome sixty-five ,ouls altog-ether, and, as a 
matter of fact this man has really been in 
the district for' tho last six months waiting- to 
get on his land. Then we are told that the 
hem. memher for Oxley, who is now in the 
position of JI.Iinister for Lands, is going to 
have a clean sweep in the Lands Department. 
I belie.-e a good deai o£ change is required in 
the Lands Department. Not that the head 
office in Brisbane is not doing good work, but 
l believe the countrv office" are not in as 
close communication .~ith them as they should 
be. I have very little faith, however, that we 
will have a very great change, except perhaps 

Mr. J. _W. Hunter.] 
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a change of lYiinisters. The hon. member for 
Oxloy seems to have the faculty of changing 
very frequently. During the last eighteen 
months he has occupied positions in no less 
than three diffr~ront Cabinets, and on that 
account we may find him leaving that depart­
ment and taking some other up. I was rather 
interested in noticing· that in trying to prove 
th>tt this Government had the confidence of 
the country, and was really representative of 
the majority of the electors of the country, the 
hon. member for Oxley brought together the 
nnited votes recordecl in favour of the Philp 
and Kidston parties. 'Why he has chosen that 
method of discovering what tbe country thinks 
of the so two parties being brought together 
in this peculiar way I do not quite under­
stand. He may just as well have brought the 
two larger sots of figures-the votes cast in 
favour of the Philp party and in favour of 
the Labour party, and to stat0 on that ac­
count, if they came together, they would re­
present the majority of votes in the State. To 
my mind it is quite an absurd way to try to 
proye it. I think the real proof the country 
and the House has in this matter is the fact 
that the Kidston party and the Labour party 
.vent jointly to the countrv on the Constitu­
tion question-that they asked the country to 
decide betwen them and the Conservative or 
Tory party, and they gaYe a clear and decided 
answer on the matter. I can find no justifica­
tion in the fact of the hon. member for Oxlov 
endeavouring to prove that by putting a C81:_ 

tam numbm· of votes haphazard together, as 
h<:> did, that he has any good reason for this 
coalition that has taken place We find that 
the hon. member for Oxley was not, some­
time ago, in favour of a Trade Disputes Bill, 
yet we find to-day that he is prepared to 
take this Trade Disputes Bill and tl1e Kidston 
party together. I maintain that the posi­
tion i.s a lamentable one for the, State. It 
simply means that the powers of government 
arc being handed hack tc• the Conservative 
party--that, although we have on the front 
Treasury bench a professed democratic leader 
in the person of :Mr. Kidston, he is nothing 
more than nominal leader. His party is in a 
minority, and we find that the late leader of 
the Opposition is being appealecl to, not only 
.as leader but also as lieutenant of the Goyern­
ment party. Some ho11. member''· will tell us 
that the coalition was a ''011dcrful victory for 
the Kiclston Government to have secured such 
a ma.<Tnificent following. I do not think you 
ca.n find many people in the country who will 
agree with that. As a matter of fact, the 
Philp party have simply stooped to conquer. 
Thf'Y are winning all along· the line. They 
have, for the time being, lain low; they have 
brought the Kidstonitos into their net and 
hav£' succcedc,d in gaining a certain amount 
~'If strenLO;'th: and it will very much surprise m.._':). 
if. eventuallv. we do not find that Cabinet led 
],_y a. meml}cr of the late Philp party-Mr. 
Denharn, probrrl1l:v. That is the winding·-ur 
of this wonc1erfnl coalition that I look -for. 
However, it is not to be wondered at to some 
ext-Pnt, because the Premier led rather a 
mixecl party, and he found how mixed it was 
during· the late crisis, when part of his fol­
l<;nying were inclined to go over to the Oppo­
Blhon and pa.rt only were inclined to follow 
him intr: oblivion in the big constitutional 
fio·ht wlnch took plaCf'. It seems to me, after 
all, that the prodigals han' onlv returned­
that they a,re going r'ack tr .. whe~e thev came 
from. and that the Premier has sirnpiv been 
travelling: in a circk, and has come back and 
hrmwht th" prodigals back with him. We are 
told that he is going to show some wonderful 
business aotulcne,s--:_that he has taken David 

[Mr. J. M. Hunter. 

Harum as an example. \'.'ell, we shall see the 
astute business that he will do. The hon. 
gentleman hacl at least the credit of doing­
honest work during last session. \Yhat wDrk 
will be done ,luring the preoont session re­
ma,ins to 1e seen. To n1y 1nind, it would 
have been a far more hol){.-urable position for 
hirn to have taken up if he had rnet this 
Chan1bcr with hi~ progranune, and sBen if the 
Lab(}ur party-the pa.rty with which he went 
to the countrv-were not prepared to support 
him. Ho has ·dam' good work with that party, 
and hn was proud to work with them. if he 
met with defeat he should have taken it >ts 
th~ Premier of the Comm<mwealth did the 
odwr rlas, and thE'n he conic! have retired, like 
an honourable n1an, into Opposition, and 
shown, at !oast. that he was an honest leader. 
1 believe the assertion that the Labour party 
would not. ha \'C supported him is groundk~s~. 
Probably thny would ha,·e supported his pro­
gramme if it ha<l bc•oll submitted to thorn. 
vV c arc told that the Labour party are sore 
ov!?r this coalition. Now, I do not belif've 
that, as a puty, tho Labour party are sorry 
over what has taken place. They have no 
reason to be sorry, because, as a party, their 
position is veey much irnpwved. But 1 believe 
that for tho country it is a bad and a sorry 
day that this has taken plaoo. It would have 
been better for the Labour and Kidston 
parties to have worked together than the 
latter to hand themselves over to the Conser­
vative party as they have done. In that 
respect, during the la~t two se<ssions the 
Labour part;r have acted as guardian angels 
for the wanderers on the other sid(~. rrhey 
have lcept a faithful C"ye on them, have g-uided 
their footsteps into the right paths. and have 
saYod thom frorn various dangers and hurnilia­
tious. To-day tlw rrwmbors of this party aru 
proud to point to thr• legislation which they 
assi,ted in carrymg. I contend that on those 
5ronnds the position in which we find the pre­
sent Cabinet is unsatisfactory not only to the 
House but to the country; and I have no 
hesitation in expressing the belief that, were 
an opportunity givcon to the electors to speak 
on this matter, the Government would be rele­
gated to oblivion. It does not matter what 
IJarty went against them, I am sure that, on 
account of their betrayal of the confidence of 
the people, voters who ha vo been deceived 
woulcl prefer any party to them at the present 
time. I hope that when a vote is taken on 
the amendment we shall have a majority 
against the Government. The Treasurm· 
smiles. but I can promise him that before 
!his Parliament expires the Government will 
11ot fed so secure on those benches as per­
haps they feel to-day. They only want a few 
more rats to go into the ship. There are still 
some there. anrl it will take a lot to l<eop them 
quiet for the next two years. For my own 
part, I feel that the Opposition have taken 
the only wise course in bringing forward this 
vote of want of confidence, in the interests of 
political morality, in the interests of this 
:-1tate, and of the pure and high rnot.ives of 
public men. No other course was open to this 
party than to impeach the Government for be­
traying the confidence reposed in thorn at the 
last election. I shall ha vo very grca t pleasure 
indeed in recording my Yote in favour of the 
amendment. 

* Mr. SUMNER (.:.Ynnrlah): I understand that 
it is the intention of the Government to take 
a vote on this question to-night. so I shall only 
address a few words to the House on this 
occasion. I do not intend to be personal in 
any shape or form. \Vhatcver other people 
have done in this matter, I have taken my 
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·myn stand, and I am responsible to my con-
5tituents for what I have done. For whatever 
other people have done they have to take the 
consequences, and it is no busine&s of mine. I 
wish to say a few words to justify the position 
I have taken up. The amendment reads-

That the constitution of the present :J:Iinistry is a 
-violation of the will of the people, as expre"'sed through 
the ballot-box last February, ancl the Government 
therefore cloes not possess the eonttdence of this 
House. 

It is not a question of whether the coalition 
was the best thing to do or not. It is not a 
question of whether It was the wisest. thing to 
cl~ or not, as the Premier put it. To my 
mmd, the qu·estion is this: V> as the coalition 
what was expreosed by the electors at the last 
election? I think he will be a bold man who 
will get up and say that the electors expressed 
themselves in favour of a coalition. The Pre­
mier has said that he found last session that 
it :"as the best thing- he could do to get the 
assistance of the Labour party. and now he 
finds the _best thing he c_an do to carry his 
measures Is to get the assistance of the Philp 
pa_rty. But there is a freater question than 
tlns. Even the Premier told us that. 
Speaking at Wool!o)ngabba durinrr the last 
election campaign, the hon. gentl~man told 
us that the question before the country was 
far and a'.' ay of greater importance. even than 
t!Ie Rockhampton manifesto. He said that 
was insignificant o,Qfilpared with the areat 
i~sues that were. l-dor0 the electors at~ that 
hme, and h<'· placed the issues in this order:­
First, "Is the nominee Chamber to have power 
to so control the Legislative .Assembly as to 
preve_nt the peorJle's r<epresentatives from 
earrymg out the people's wishes'?" Recond 
~'i_ue the people's. rep~t5~enta.~ivos to hav-e, powe; 
to. c?ntrol the AcLmmstrabon by dismissing 
M;msters of whom they disapprove, without 
bemg- penahsed by the Governor for so doina '" 

The third was, "Are the peo"p!+' 
[10.30p.m.l of Queensland to retain the riubJ" 

to manage their own affairs?'' J-1f~ 
told the e~ec~ors. that the Rockhamptort mani­
festo ':"as msig-mficant as compared with tho<o 
three Issues. We all remember the crisis that 
took place in this House twelve. months. ago. 
If ever I was. proud of a man, I was proud 
of the Premier when at that time he stoorl 
up in this Chamber and defended the rights 
of the people, and delivered that im­
peachment ag-ainst the Government of the 
day. He afterwards told the electors that 
he was going to do something which would 
make it impossible for what then occurred 
to happen in the future. \V as the hon 
gentleman in ea.rnest then? Did he mea,; 
what he said? If he did mean what he said 
why _has he not carried out his promise? If 
he rhd not mean what he said then I think 
a public apolog-y is due to 'the people of 
Queensland, for he has done nothing to mak<> 
such things impossible i1, future. The last 
~lection ~ight have h<'en avoided, as without 
It •>;e might have had the same position of 
affaus as we have at the present time. The 
Philp Ministry, which then occupied the Trea. 
sury bench. offered us the Rockhampton pro­
:aamme. They utl'ered us the same condi­
tions as we are offered at the present time, 
and we might as well have crossed the floor 
of the House and supported the lVlinistry in 
offic:'. then as P"ive our support to the pre-sent 
coahtwn. As many hon 111embers will re-­
member, on that rn<'morable night we had a 
meeting of the r·ombined par'ties, and we 
agreed practically that as far as possible wo 
would fight the election as a combined partv 
-the democratic nr Kidston party and the 
Labour party. Those two great democratic 

parties went to the country on the issucs 
I have indicated, and to have avoided that 
and to have disappointed the people wouid 
have. been, as the Premier expressed it in his 
speech at Rockhampton, unwise and opposed 
to the best interests of Queensland, and the 
people would have had 'W more confidence in 
our public men. \Vhen the Premier came to 
one of the meetings I held in my electorato 
during that election, I was asked a series of 
questions. The first was---

If the Kidston party have all their candidates re­
turned, :Ylr. Kids ton cannot carry on. Will you be in 
favour of working with the Philp party P 

I .. said ''No ; not on any ·consideration \vhat­
ever." .c\. not her question was-

vnn )'On favour working with the Labour party~ 

To that question I replied, "Yes, we are fight­
ing this battle together," and the Premier com­
plimented me on my answers on that occasion. 
Now, wo find that the hon. gentleman, practi­
cally without consulting his party, has thrown 
over members who made such promises to the 
electors on that occasion. The result of that 
election was that the Kidston party gained two 
seats and the Labour party_ fiv_e, and during 
the short session that followed we passed more 
domocra tic legiolation than has ever been 
passed in any Australian Parliament in so 
short a time. 'rhoro is one strong point I 
want to maim in this matter. The Premier 
says he wants to carry out his Rockhampton 
programme. The Labour party never opposed 
ono singe item of that programme during all 
the time wo were working with them. It was 
only at the end of the session, when two rail­
way Bilis, which wero not mentioned in either 
tho Rockhampton programme or the Gover­
nor's Speech, werG brought forward, th.at the 
Labour party offered any opposition to the 
proposals of the Government. Members were 
expected to swallow Lhooe measures, though 
they had no inkling that they would be intro­
duced. Tho Premier must have known from 
the policy and platform of the Labour party, 
and from their wholG career, that that party 
would be bound to oppose those measures ; 
and, looking at events which have since hap­
pened, it seems to me t.hat they were tabled in 
order to bring about what has actually 
occurred. Like thG hon. member for Barcoo, 
I am willing to talm any blame which may 
attach to me in connection with those mea­
sures, but at the same time I say that many 
members or the Premier's own party disagreed 
with soma of the provisions in the agreements, 
and had the measures not been put through 
with tho closurf', I believe that many of those 
provisions would have been altered. The 
Labour party, as I have said. opposed no part 
of the Rockhampton programme, whereas the 
Philp party opposed almost every item of that 
programme which was introduced. We know 
what brought about the crisis. We know 
that the Factories and Shops Bill was thrown 
out in the Upper House, and we !mow that the 
members of that Chamber, as well as the Philp 
party in this House. fought against tlie aboli­
tion of the postal vote and the passing- of the 
Wages Boards Bill. 

Mr. \V. H. BARNES: No. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Discussion 

is not opposition. 

Mr. SUMNER: They opposed important 
clauses in the Bill, and almost every it-em in 
th" Rockhampton manifesto, whereas the 
Labour party never opposed a sing-le item of 
that programme. That being· so, where is the 
justification for the present ooalition? Hon. 
members will remember how in the speech 

Mr.SumnerJ 
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delivered in this House at the close of the 
last oession of the last Parliament the Pre­
mier spoke of vested interests, of financial 
in,titutions, and of the power and wealth that 
were going- to be used to crush him in the last 
election. The people of whom he then spoke 
ere the very people who are suppDrting him 
to-day. What did the Courier say in a leading 
article a day or two after the coalition was 
formed? It welcomed the Premier's repent­
ance, but said it was a belated repentance, and 
that it would have liked him to have repented 
before he passed the obnoxiou, legislation 
which he had place on the statute-bo~k. The 
Premier made a statement at the close of last 
session~! had left for Sydne,y at the time~to 
the effect that he had done with the Labour 
party, I suppose for ever. I understand that 
he made that statement without consulting 
even the members of his own Cabinet on the 
matter. It seems to me that he sold his party, 
without consulting either the party or the 
members of the Cabinet. \Vhen the hon. 
gentleman returned after his visit to England, 
I went to the welcome meeting at the Town 
Hall, and I said to a man who sat near to me, 
" Some change has come over the scene, I 
find no democrats here." The very people 
who had fought him, who were previously 
opposed to him, and who would have hounded 
him out of existence if possible, were the 
people who shook him by the hand and 
welcomed him back to Queensland. 

Mr. W. H. BARNES: vVere we not there by 
the invitation of the mayor? 

Mr. SUMNER: They were doing that be­
cause. they knew they were going to get hold 
of th1s great democrat, and use him for their 
own P';'rl!oses. Our party went to the country 
as a dtstmct party on certain issues, and the 
duty of the party was to go on and take 
defeat like men, if defeat was to be their lot. 
When the hon. member for Townsville was 
leadi:r;g the late Government, the present 
Premter boasted that we were still an unde­
feated party, and said that notwithstanding 
that fact we were being forced to go to the 
country. At the end of last session we were 
undefeated. I have said that we were never 
opposed by the Labour party on any item of 
t~~ Rockhampton programme, and to-day the 
Ktdston party stand undefeated and unde­
feated they have practically surr8I'tdered them­
selves into the hand of the enemy. 

OPPOSITION T>1EMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. SU)YINER: I never like to reveal any­
thmg whwh takes place in caucus but it is 
a strange thing that when we had a caucus 
meeting that night everything appeared quite 
c?rrectly m the papers next morning, so prac­
twally someone reveals what takes place in 
caucus. I say that the Premi<>r when he 
practically gave over his party to' the Philp 
party, never consulted his own :Ministers and 
certainly never consulted his party. So~e of 
his party had made promises to the electors, 
and they would rather go out of public life 
than violate them. 'l'he Premier talks about 
men taking the easy course. 

Mr. H UXHAM: The Premier took no risks 
himself. 

Mr SUMNEH.: HHs be talwn an~ risks him­
self in regard to this matter? Ther'e are some 
of us who have crossed the floor of the House 
and arc taking the hard course. It was no 
easy matter for them to separate themselves 
from that party, and surel.Y the Premier, if 
anybody has, has taken the easy course. But 
he never con;;ulted. his Ministers or his party. 
We were brought mto a room down there at 

flJh·, Sumner. 

half-past 7 o'clock at night~the Philp party had 
one over on the, other side, and we had an hour 
to discuss the matter. The Premier was afraid 
that if w<' had time to discuss and reason the 
matter G';Jt, VvireptHicrs wvuld get t0 work. 
He could not trust the men who sat behind 
him. He never consulted his Ministers before 
lw went to England, before making that state­
ment. and when he came back he never con­
sulted his own party. And had he not. 
threatenccl to resign that time. which I think 
was not a right thing to do, there would hav<" 
been no coalition in Queensland to-day. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. SUMNER: I want to refer to the un­
generous speech of the Home Secretary the 
other night. It was referred to by the hon. 
member for Barcoo. Speaking of the men 
who had gone OYer Lo this Eide, he said--

They only think that if tlwy are found .associate et 
with the senior m em her for Townsville it w1ll damage 
them in tbe eyes of their cor.stitnents in tbeit' respec­
tive electorates, and it win not pay them to do it. rr'hat 
is the bottom ot the sec{-,sion of some ot those hon. 
members from us. rrhey are not nervous about our 
policy. Thev are afraid tbat if the:v are foun~ a~soci­
ated ·with the senior member tor 1'ownsville It Will be­
made uncomfortable for them ]n their elect0rates. 

I only speak for myself. That is not the 
reason why I left that party. I crossed the 
floor of the House, because I gave a distinct 
pledge to my. electors that I :v~mld :>ot on 
any consideratwn have any coal1t10n w1th the 
Philp party, and for the Home Secretary to 
talk about the odium that attaches to the 
name of Philp influencing us on this side to 
cross over~why, when anybody looks at the 
career of that gentleman they know that he 
followed Mr. Philp ! I can say that I have 
never voted! for a Philp candidate in my life. 
During my re,sidence in Queensland I was a 
supporter of the old Griffith party. I have 
voted for a good many Labour men, but never 
for a Conservative. I have never had an, 
ungenerous thought, nor attached any stigma. 
to the name of the hon. member for Towns­
ville, because whatever stigma there was did 
not attach to him personally, but to the Ad­
ministration. The cause of it was because the 
party was too strong. The Premier told us 
in bis speech that he wanted a strong Govern· 
ment. A strong Government is not nece><­
sa.rily a. good' Government. David Syme tell>< 
us in that book on constitutional government 
in England, that a strong Government is often 
one of the weakest Governments. The Pre­
mier says he wants a strong Government to 
carry out his programme. vVhy. he ha.' 
carried out five-sixths of his programm<> 
already, when he only had a paltry party of 
twenty-three or twenty-four members, and he 
would have had no difficulty in carrying out 
the re't of his programme if he had had the 
courage to £!0 on. The Home Secretar) 
ought to withdraw the remarks which he made 
about the odium ocr stigma attaching to the 
hon. member for Towns~·ille. The only thing­
which influenced me when I made a pledge to 
my constituents that I would not on any con­
sideration ,upport a coalition with Philp--

Mr. CAMPBELL: Do not you tl1ink you could 
have won your seat under Mr. Philp? 

l\Ir. SUMNER: Y<'s; I could have won it 
as a Philp candidate; and for the Home Secre­
tary to tell me I am afraid of the stigma 
attachin~· to Philp i;; not true. Another reason 
which the Premier ""ve when he landed in 
Australia for this co~litiDn wa;s that he wanted 
a strong Gm·ernment to fight the Federal 
Labour party. The hon. g-entleman ha,, been 
nursed and ff'd at the t'reast of the Labour 



.Add1·ess in Reply. [25 NOVEMBER.] .Address ~n RepT_y. 203 

party, and I think that if ever an ungenerous 
remark waS< made by any man it was that re­
mark which he made when landing on the 
shores of Australia. At Longreach, in the 
1907 election, he said that he would never 
have separated from the Labour party in 
(,!ueensland had they adopted the Federal ob­
jective, and he was asked if he believed in the 
Federal objective. He said, "Yes." How does 
the Federal objective differ from the State 
objective? They f. re practically the same, 
only couc~ed. in different language. The 
Federal obJective says the Labour party is in 
favour of the natioilalisation of monopolies, 
and the State Labour pu,rty say the:;- are in 
favour of the 11ationalisation of all industry 
and exchange. Yet to-day the, Premier tells 
us that one of Ci:Je reasons why he, wants this 
coalition is to fight t}Je Federa:l Labour party. 

:\1r. W. H. R~RNES: Had it not to do par­
ticularlv with finance? 

Hon.·E. B. FORRBST: On that- question only. 
Mr. SUMNER: Did the Premier say he was 

going to fight for State rights? 
Hon. E. B. FoRREST: He did so most dis­

tinctly. 
Mr. SUMNER: Had he said that he was 

going to meet with the other State Premiers 
and the Commonwealth, to see that some satis­
factory arrangement was come to whereby the 
State revenue would 1~ot be jeopardised year 
by year, but somethmg definite would be 
arranged on which the State Treasurer could 
base his Estimates, then everybody would 
have agreed with him. Most of the members 
of the Federal Labour party are as zealous for 
State rights as anybody in Queensland or Aus­
tralia. I say the Premier was responsible for 
the third-party system in Queensland. He 
made it. He nursed it and brought it up to 
what it was in our last Parliament. He said 
he would have no divided allegiance; he went 
to the country, and he practically won all 
along the line. He did not get all his candi­
dates in; in fact, he did not have many up for 
electwn. If he had put up more candidates, 
he would have been more successful than he 
was. But still he was >tble to carry on his pro­
gramme w:ithout being defeated. I want to 
repeat that the Labour party in this HouBe 
never opposed any one item in his Rockhamp­
ton programme. 

OPPOSITI0:-1 MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. SUMNER: We are told that it is 

necessary that there should be only two 
parties. There are only two parties here. 
There have never been any more than two 
parties in this House since I have been here­
that is, the party who wants things to stay as 
they are and the party that believes in pro­
gress and wants to go ahead. \Yhether that 
progressive party call themselves the Labour 
party or democrats, they believe in progress 
and in working for the advancement of the 
State of Queensland. vV c hear a lot of boast­
ing about our millions of acres of land and our 
great resources, but our acres of land and our 
great resources do not make Queensland. 
\Vhat makes _Queensland, and what will make 
Queensland. 1s to have a happy and contented 

. and prosperous peoplE' and until you have 
that you will never have real prosperity in 
thA counfry. 

Hon. E. B. FoRRES'r: You want plenty of 
them. 

Mr. SUMNER: A friend of mine came out 
in the " J\Iara than" from England the other 
day, and he was telling me something about 
the immigrants that are being brought to 
Australia. This gentleman is a Tory of Tories, 
and has always been a supporter of the Philp 

party in Queensland. He said there were 400 
unmigrants on board for the Southern States, 
and he said that if ever they got the scum 
of London they had it on that boat. On the 
first night they were spending hundreds of 
pounds at the bar,· and t~ere was fightjng 
going on amongst them, whiCh was somethmg 
disgraceful. 

Hon. E. B. FoRREST: When did they come 
here? 

:\Ir. RUl\INEPc: I •aid they came, out in the 
:\Iaratbon to Australia-to the other States. 

Hon. E. B. FoRC:EST: That has got nothing 
to do with Queensland. 

Mr. RUMNER: But these are the sort of 
people they are bringing to Australia. I am 
one who believes that, this great State' wants 
fillin'l' up with white people. (Hear, hear!) I 
believe in that as much a' anyone. And not 
onlv do I believe that, but I believe that there 
is a law operating in the world which is higher 
than members of Parliament, which is that if 
people resident in this State, do not use the 
land here, then someone else should be allowed 
to use it for them. \Hear, hear!) It is the 
duty of all parties, and not any particular 
party, to see that this great State is peopled, 
and any Governm,mt that can devise a scheme 
for settling the people hero and making th!'m 
prosperous axe g-oing a long towards makmg 
the State prospervns. vVe ha':e got the IJTeat 
question of land '*'ttlement m Australia to 
sett-le before we can do auything else. \Vhat 
was the answer given to 80me questions asked 
to-day about the applic.~tions for land in the 
Atherton district. \Ve are t-old that out of 
503 applications for !and there were only 107 
who were enabled to get any land there'. If 
this Government can settle the land question, 
and enable the people to g-et on the land, then 
I shall do all I can to help them. We, passed 
last session an item of the Rockhampton pro­
gramme, and that was to give free h-omesteads 
of 160 acres each to people arriving here or 
the sons of settlers already resident here. I 
asked a question the other night if anything 
had been done towards putting that Act into 
operation. The answer I received was that 
nothing had been done. No land had yet 
been opened for free homestead selection, but 
areas at and near the proposed terminus of the 
Dalby to Tara railway had been designed. 
Why, the best settlers we have in Queensland 
to-day are those who took up land under the­
old homestead clauses, and the Act we passed 
last session is one that will facilitate land 
"ettlement. vVe ,hmld ~llow people arriving 
here to get hold of free g-rants of lan9, eo.sy 
of access, and it w1ll make them comfortable 
set-tlers. I have a. lot t-o say on this question 
of immigration. I am at one with the hon. 
m<·mber for Brisl1:me North that anyone who 
has lived in this State must see the necessity 
of getting it filled up with a white people as 
woi1 as possible. But we have great problems 
to face in conrwction with this matter. "'Ye 
want to introduce r,eople who are producers, 
and the more proclucers we bring here the 
better it '>'>ill be for the State. We do not 
want to bring men here who will be like a 
good many others-•vanderers throughout the 
city. If we bring ,ljJem in that way, then a 
good many will :lrift V:: the other ~tates .. I 
shall have an <JppGrtumty of spealnng agam 
on the Address in Reply, so I will re<ene any 
further re~narks I have to say till then. I 
ha.ve bee.n a little bit disjo;nted in my remarks 
t.o-nie;ht because I have bad to cut so much 
out. ·· I intend to take up a perfe9tly inde­
pendent position in this House. I have crossed 
th<> floor of the House because I made a 

Mr. 8-umner.J 
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rlistinct promise to mv electors that I would do 
eo, hut if the Government are in earnest in 
carrying- out the Rockhampton prooramme 
they will have no better supporter than my· 
self to help them put it intn operation. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gyrnvic): I wish first of all 
to express my regret t the lamentable acci­
dent which occured at Mount Morgan recently 
and to express my sympathy with the relatives 
of the victims. Some of them havD been our 
own townsmen, M they had to leave Gympie 
to get employment elsewhere. I regret that 
the inspection at that mine was not carried 
out as it might have been. On this matter the 
old Labour platform would come in and that 
is to baYe the impectors elected by the miners 
themselvf's. I quite agree with' the amend­
ment before the House, as I believe the con­
stitution of this Ministry is a violation of the 
people's will as expressed at thD ballot-box. 
It was nDvDr the intention of the electors last 
February that the party who were put in the 
colrl sharlDs of opposition-the party who were 
rejected by the electors-should bD transferrer! 
to the Treasury benches to rule over the 
de.stinies of Queensland. 'l'here are four 
reasons given why the Premier should have 
deserted his class, as he calls them-why he 
should have deserted the people on this side 
of the House. There was a patriotic reason 
!l"iven. There was also a reason given that 
it was necessary that the three-party system 
should be done away with. Then the Rock­
hampton programme was put f<,rward, and it 
was said that the Premi2r could not carrv it 
-out under existing conrlitions. Then tiH>re 
was also t.he question that the. Premier wishes 
to fight the States ri.,.hts questions with the 
Federal Parliancent. These are four reasons. 
I think when the electors consider them thev 
will want &01ll€J more reaSDllS, and some 
stronger reasons, than these appear on the 
surface. As regards the patriotic reaoon for 
the coalition, many things that are not very 
·creditable have been done in the name of 
patriotism, just as many "windles have been 

perpetrated in America and else­
[11 p.m.] where by leading men profess-

ing Christicmity. Dr. John-
san's definition of patriotism is that it is 
the last resource of a scoundrel. I do not 
say that is the correct definition; but I say 
we should not be carried away by a high­
falutin' name, such as "patriot" or "patri­
otism." As to doing away with the three­
party system, I do not think that was the 
object in forming the coalition. And even if 
that was one of the. objects, it has failed, 
because. we have practically four parties in 
the Chamber at the present time. It has also 
been said that it would have been impossible. 
to carry out the proposals contained in the 
Rockhampton programme without a fusion of 
the two parties represented on the opposite 
side. But before any attempt was made to 
carry out that programme without forming a 
'Coalition the Daily Mail, on the Monday 
morning after the election, had a. double 
column advocating the abolition of the three­
party system, and the. formation of a coalition 
between the parties now sitting on the. Go­
vernment side. And this advocacy was not 
confiner! to tho Daily Jf ail; it exte.nded to the 
other metropolitan papers, and also to the 
'Country Press. And the same. thing was 
advocated by the capitalistic Press' in Victoria, 
where they asked why should not Mr. Deakin 
join with the right-thinking people in the 
Federal Parliament and no longer bow down 
to the caucus Baal? And the same thing: is 
bein" advocated in South Australia. In that 
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State there. is a Labour Government supported 
bv lour or five of lhe outside Liberals. Those 
Liberals are supporting thD Price Government, 
and there the capitalistic Press are howling· 
al!ainst the three-party syste.m, and urging 
all right-thinking memb<'r' to combine against 
the socialists. The capitalistic Pr<>•s con­
sider that a multiplicity of parties at 
the present time is working in the cause. 
of democracy, and that is why it is cried 
down all along the line. I say that in Queens­
land at tho last election three parties went to 
the country, and the country sent back three 
parties to this House. T say, further, that in 
forming this coalition members opposite did 
not bow to the will of the electors, but went 
against the will of the electors. How many of 
those members forming this coalition have 
gone before their eleetors to get an expression 
of opinion on the subject'! I do not know of 
a single instance. On the other hanrl, I know 
that members on this side have gone fearlessly 
beforo their constitu<'nts, and put the position 
before them ; and they have been told, some­
times by resolution, sometimes by applause, 
that they have done. the right thing. Practi­
cally, they have been told b0 their electors, 
"\Veil done, good and faithful servants; you 
are doing the work you were sent t.o do." 
I consider that the coalition is condemned be­
cause they are flouting the electors in regard 
to this matter. The electors sent three parties 
to this House, and they say we only want two. 
vVe were told last session that the pirates had 
taken possession of the ship, and that they 
were going to run the ship of State. Not only 
have the pirates taken the ship, but they have 
taken our leader too-the leader who went out 
to fight the pirates. They can buy and sell 
every position a5 rlgards the Government. 
They can offer to one man a directorship to 
look after school·, or something like that, and 
they offer to a11other man a judgeship or 
oomething else. It seems that every office in 
Lhe SLate can be promised or bartered about. 
What are the public to think? The time will 
come when any man who is supposed to be a 
ciccent man will have to deny being a poli­
tician at all. That will be the result. As a 
man said to me the other day, "We are losing 
faith altogether in politicians, and especially 
in the leaders of political parties." If this is 
allowed to go on unchecked, where are we 
!l"Oing to land? I think, in the spirit of the 
motion, that this coalition is a violation of the 
will of the people as expressed at the ballot­
box. One of the reasmH' why this coalition 
came about was that we should have the 
RockhampLon programme carried out. I ask 
any hon. member here, Did not the Labour 
party give the hon. member for Rockhampton 
every assistance in carrying out that pro­
gramme last seooion? Look over the work 
that was done. In the seven weeks we put 
through fifteen Acts of Parliament, nine rail­
wac·s, and two syndicate railways. And those 
two syndicate railways were not in the Rock­
hampton programme. They were only men­
tioned during the election on one occasion in 
answer w a question oe interjection. In that 
sesswn we pacsed the Old-age Pensions, 
Technical Instructic m Bill, :Factories and 
Shops Act. Wages Beards, Inspection at 
Machine' y, Land Act, Constitutional Act-two 
ul tihem-()n~. dealtng with rejected Bills 
and the relerend·~m. All these things were 
carried, and were in the. Rockhampton pro­
gramme. \Yas better work ever done M 
regards Parliament than was done during 
those seve.n weeks? I reckon the amount of 
good legislation that was put on the statute­
books during that time was a record of work 
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for this IIouse. _l_nd now, after doing work 
like that, we are told that we would not ecive 
assistance in t:arr.Ying· out that prograrnme 
What did the hon. gentleman want'! \Vas 
there ever in the historv of this House such 
"gang forward" legislB.tion as was passed 
during those :Yeven1 weeks? r:Phere were about 
tW<mty good phnKs in the Rockhampton prd­
gramme-about twenty good principles of 
neede-d le:~isla'io:1-and out of those twenty 
there was only one to which an.v exception was 
taken by the Laboar party, and that vas with 
regard to immigration. Aed even then the 
Labour party was not a!.{ainst immig-ration, 
generally speaking. \Ye are against indiscri­
minate immigration. \Ve are against bringing 
people hNe with no provision for them tD find 
the means of getting work. Let the Govern­
ment have land for the people to settle on, 
and then the Labour party will not be against. 
immigration. We are ag-ainst bringing thmn 
away from fairly good positions and deceiving 
them. I believe that ma.n:;- persons who have 
been brought to our shores have been sorely 
disappointed at the conditions they have had 
to face. I see there· are about eight good 
Bills mentioned t];is session. 

The TREASURER: You can support them all. 
Mr. RYLAND: Of course I can; but where 

was the necessity for the Premier to call in 
the hon. member for Townsville, the ho.1. 
member for J\Ioreton, and others t<J assist him? 

The TREASURER: You said vou would have 
nothing more to do with us. -

Mr. RYLAND: We said nothing of the sort. 
It was you who said you would have nothing 
whatever to do with us. We were prepared 
to assist you- as we expressed through our 
leader-in everything t.hat was in the Rock­
hampton programme that would not be against 
our platform as a Labour party. 1-Vhat kind 
of a Trade Disputes Bill ar-e you going .to 
get? Do you think you will got a better one 
than you would get with the assistance of this 
side of the House? You would get a. genuine 
good one with the assistance of this side of the 
House. Also, with regard to mining on private 
property. What kind of a Bill is it going to 
be? Perhaps a Logus one. And, with regard 
to State insuranc_e, what assistance are you 
going to get from the hon. member for Towns­
ville, who is the !lead "b;0ss of an assurance 
company in Queensland? What assistance are 
you going to get from other hon. members 
who are big shareholders in insurance com­
panies? In that matter you would have got 
good help from this side of the House-from 
men who understand th., question. Also, in 
connection with the \Vorkers' Compensation 
Bill. What sort of an amendment are you 
going to get from hon. members who have 
always been opposed 'to its princ-iples? But 
you gave us the "ack-you cast us out. and 
i1ow you have taken in other men to do the 
work. You have passed by the good men and 
taken in inferior men r,Jtogether for the work 
vou want clone. 1-Ve have been told to-day 
that the Bills you want carried will have to be 
submitted to your caucus. As to the que-stion 
of State rights, there is absolutely nothing in 
it. There is not a man in Australia who 
knows better than the Premier that there is 
nothing in this talk about State rights. and in 
this talk about" Rob Ray finance." The hon. 
grntlcman knows that the States are getting 
back far more from the Commonwealth than 
they ever expected to get. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I have already 
informed hon. members that remarks in re­
gard to Federal matters are !lot in order on 
th, amendment before the House. 

Mr. RYLAND: I remember when we had 
a coalition before in Queensland-when Sir 
8amuel Griffith and Sir Thomas :1\lcllwraith 
coalesced. \Vhat was the magical force that 
led to that coalition? \Vhethcr there was some 
pre•,sure exerted by financial institutions or 
not, I do not know; but the chief object of 
that coalition was the chief object of the 
present coalition, and that is to introduce 
cheap labour. The Premier b-elieved that his 
immigration proposals would not be backed 
up by the Labour party. He_ wishes to brmg 
out an unlimited number of 1mm1grants. S1r 
Samuel Griffith and Sir Thomas J\lcllwraith 
united, after b-eing deadly enemies, to bring 
i:1 kana.lms for a further term. In both cases 
the object is the same. It doe' not ma~e any 
difference to the Secretary for Ra1lways 
whether the cheap labour is black or white. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You are 
talking of something about which you 
!mow absolutely nothing. 

Mr. RYLAND: This Government want 
plenty of immigrants. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I really cannot 
see what this has to do with the question 
before the House. 

The PREMIER: Nor anybody else. 
:Ur. RYL.'I.ND: I am giving my reasons 

for votin~ against the coalition. The reason 
tl:<, coalition~ was brought about between Sir 
Samuel Griffith and Sir Thomas Mcllwraith 
was to get cheap kanaka labour, and this 
coalition has been brought about to get cheap 
immigrant labour. 

The SPEAKER: Order! That is not the 
question b-efore the House. If the hon. mem­
hm reads the amendment., he will see that it 
really only has reference to the last election, 
and to any wishes expressed by the people 
thereat. 

-:\Ir. RYLAND: I do not think it was the 
intention of the electors at the last election 
that there should be a g-reat influx of cheap 
lahour. and in that respect it is a violation of 
the will of the people. 1-Ve ma.y expect legis­
lation that wa-s not below the electors. We 
mav expect a re-enactment of the postal vote. 
and the repeal of the \:V ages Boards Act. I 
am quite satisfied that we shall find the 
Pr-emier very soon :;,rguing- against the very 
principles which he ha:s support-ed in the Pf7St. 
I noticed a paragraph m a paper to-day stating 
that the hon. gentle·nan ie going to he asked 
to become pre•;ident or chairman of the 
People's Liberal Pro,?:res5ive League. This is 
the orecanisation which is being formf'd under 
a r;ew ·~ame to fight the F('der.J Labour party. 
\Ye have hf'ard of the Premier grinding corn 
in thB mill, of the Philistines. If this is a 
specimen of i·he way things are- g-oincr. we shall 
soon find the hori. gentleman g-rindino: the 
corn of capitalistic leg-islation for the Philis­
tines. 

The PREMIER: That wili please you, will 
it not? 

Mr. R YLA="D: It will not. I would sooner 
seo the hon. gentleman working in harmony 
with our party. I am sorry he is not going to 
do so, sincG manv vote~ werr' given to the hon. 
gentleman and to his party at the last election 
because they were working in combination 
with the Labour party. 

The PREMIER: The instructions were to the· 
Labour party to work with the Kidston party. 

-:\Ir. RYLAND: My committee got several 
postal votes for the hon. member for Too­
wong, and they went to as much trouble U.. 

Mr. Ryland.] 
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get them as if they wero for a Labour man. 
But the Government will not work with us, 
and have thereby violated the expressed will 
of the electors. People cast a corn bined vote 
in South Brisbane and in other places with the 
intention that the members of the two parties 
should work together. But the Labour party 
were not "Gang-forward" enough to please 
the Premier. Ho wanted a party that would 
work faster. But I do not think that, in 
actual experience, ho will find the party of the 
hon. member for Townsville will put through 
legislation as fast as he was able to !jet it 
through with the assistance of his old fnends. 
I hope it will not bo very long before we have 
an opportunity of going to the electors, so 
that hon. members opposite will hear what 
their masters have to say about this coalition. 

:\Ir. WOODS (Woothakata): It is my intention 
not to delay the House, as I intend to oay what 
I have to say extensively on the Address in 
Reply. It is my intention to vote for the amend­
ment of the leader of the Opposition. If any 
argument has been adduced in this Uharn her to 

show that a wrong coalition has 
[11.30 p.m.] taken place, it is the argument which 

was used by the Minister for Lands 
with regard to the return of the junior member 
for Brisbane South, the late Treasurer. The 
hon. gentleman contender! that the return of th"'t 
hon. member showed tha_t the people were in 
favour of the present coalition. I maintain that 
the electors of South Brisbane did not show by 
their votes that they had any intention of 
approving of a coalition of the Kidston party 
with the Philp party. 

Mr. HuXHA:ti: Quite the contrary. 
Mr. \VOODS: Yes, the result of the election 

proved quite the contrary, as is very clear from 
the fact that the members returned defeated 
two Philp candidates, one of whom was a 
Minister. It is my intention, in the discusaion 
on the Address in Reply, to deal with the 
gentlemen who now sit on the Treasury bench, 
and to quote from their speeches words which 
condemn their present position. The reason I 
am against the Premier to-night is that I think 
he practically showed cowardice after his return 
from England. We all looked upon him as a 
strong man, and we thought he showed strength 
in the brave and noble speech which he made on 
the floor of this House during the constitutional 
crisis against members who had acted illegally 
and unconstitutionally. 'rhe speech he de­
livered on that occasion was circulated through­
out the length and breadth of Queensland in 
pamphlet form, and it had a lot to do with 
securing the return of members support­
ing the Kidston Government. I wisil to 
deal now with the statement mode by 
the Home Secretary, who said that the reason 
why I and other members sitting on the Oppo­
sition cross benches left the Government party 
was that we were afraid of the odium which 
attached to the Philp party, or rather to Mr. 
Philp-for he did noc go as far as saying the 
Philp party. I wish to tell the House that, as 
far as I am concerned-and in what I say I 
believe I am expressing the sentiments of the 
other members who left the Government party­
that bad nothing whatever to do with our posi­
tion. We had made pledges to our constituents, 
just as the hon. gentleman had made pledges to 
his constituents, and among other things we said 
that we would have nothing to do with a Philp 
coalition. vVe considered it our duty to keep 
that pledge, and that is why we would not join 
in the coalition. If the Premier considered that 
be could no longer carry on the business of the 
country, it was his plain, honest duty to resign 
and go into opposition. As to saying that he 
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could not carry on with the Labour party, that 
is not correct, because, as has already been 
shown, no measure contained in his Rockharnp­
ton programme has been opposed by the Labour 
party. vVhat was the object of the first coali­
tion-the coalition between the Morgan and 
Labour parties? That coalition was brought 
about by the present Premier. The members of 
the Labour party had for a long time been 
travelling throughout the length and breadth of 
Queensland, pointing out that it was about time 
that the., continuouti Governrnent were driven 
from the Treasury benches, and when the late 
Hon. W. H. Browne was sent for by the 
Governor, the present Premier stated at our 
caucus meeting that now that we had an oppor­
tunity it was our duty to use every means in our 
power to drive that party from the Treasury 
bench. That was the object of the coalition 
which was formed at that time. That was the 
reawn that Sir )uthur Morgan was approached, 
and asked to lead the combined party. What 
has the Premier done now? He has turned 
round, and formed a coalition with the party 
he then urged us to defeat, and he alone is 
responsible for the coalition. I am not prepared 
to say that he alone is responsible for the changes 
which have taken place in the Cabinet. (Labour 
laughter.) \Vith reference to the present Home 
Secretary, I do not agree with the statement 
which has been made by some hon. members 
regarding his administration of the Lands De­
partment. Indeed, I hold a very different opinion 
of the hon. ventleman. I give him credit for 
having travelled over more of Queensland than 
any gentleman who has previously held office 
as Mini•ter for Landa, and for having put his 
finger on land which should be taken from the 
squatters and devoted to closer settlement. I 
believe that he was actuated by an earnest desire 
to settle people on the land, and I think a greater· 
injustice has never been done to any Minister 
than was done to the hon. gentleman by the 
Premier when he removed him from that depart­
ment, and later on said that the department 
wanted reorganising. When the Premier gave 
that reason for his removal I expected that the 
hon. gentleman would do as a Minioter for 
Lands in New South Wale~ did a few 
years ago-jump up and throw his resigna­
tion in the face of the Premier. But I am 
sorry to say that he did not do so. I want 
now to refer to the episode with regard to 
the judgeship. I do not agree that any Attorney­
General should hold a judgeship in the palm of 
his hand, nor do I agree that an Attorney­
General has a right as Attorney-General to a 
vacant judgeship. But that is not the question 
at issue. The question ::tt issue between the late 
Attorney-General and the Premier is whether 
the member for Ipswich was promised a judge­
ship, and the Premier has admitted that he was 
promised the position. The Home Secretary 
very cleverly made an attempt to cloud the issue, 
but I do not think it was for the purpose of 
deceiving the House. 

Mr. CoYNE : vVhat was his object, then? 

Mr. \VOODS: To clear the Premier. The 
Home Secretary stated that the Premier was 
perfectly frank and honest in trying to carry out 
thR promise he made. It looks very bad for a 
new C 1binet. when a Premier had made a pro­
mise before it was appointed, for that Cabinet 
to turn round and tell him deliberately that he 
is no~ going to carry out that promise while they 
are there. The hon. gentleman's duty was to 
tell the Cabinet that they would have to get 
another Premier. The hon. gentleman knows 
that he cracked the whip over his own party. 
If the other members of the Kids ton party did 
their duty to the electors, they would have done 
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the same as we did, or else tendered their resig­
nations and gone before the ele~tors. Last 
session, when some one on thiF> s:de was ::;peak­
iag, the hon. member for Fitzroy interjected 
"No coalition." That was on the election of 
Chairman of Committees, which was taken by 
the leader of the Oppcsition as a non-party 
question. We now find the hnn. member sitting 
behind Mr. Philp. 1 will not detain the House 
any longer, but I shall hav.e a good deal to Eay 
on the Address in Reply. 

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg): I ha,ve material 
prepared for a long speech, but as the hour is 
late and the division will bt taken in a few 
minutes, I desire to say briefly that I have no 
regret whatever to express in regard to this 
coalition. I have for a long time held the 
opinion that the Premier was gravitating to­
wards the hon. member for Townsville. It has 
been said by one or two of our friends that they 
think the Lab,ur party has moved this vote of 
want of confidence at a very inopportune time, 
but personally I do not think we have. Speak­
ing as a country member, I can assure the 
Premier that if he went into the country elec­
torates at the present time be would get a rather 
warm reception. 

The PHE}!IER: I have always got that. 

Mr. BARBER: But warm in a different sense 
to what the Premier refers to. The reason for 
which I intend to suprJ.ort the amendment is this: 
At the last general election there was a great 
issue placed before the country, and the Premier 
delivered some able and eloquent speeches in 
defence of the cause for which he was fighting. 
The electors want to know why the Premier has 
gone back on the stand which he took up. If 
neither the Kids ton r-arty, nor the party led by the 
hon. member for Townsville, are prepared to deal 
with this matter, then the electors of Queensland 
believe that the Labour party should deal with 
it. The Premier knew very well when we went 
to the country that the Labour party would see 
him through in this matter. \V e were absolutely 
sincere on the great issue that we went to the 
country upon, and we are sincere on that matter 
now. The electors will recognise that the 
Labour party, in moving this want of confidence 
vote, are doing their duty. I will not say any 
more at present, but I will have a great deal to 
say on the Address in Reply in respect to several 
matters. I intend to support the amendment of 
the leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. LAND (Balonne) : I desire to say a few 
words before this amendment goes to a vote. 
I think we would not have been doing our 
duty as a Labour party had we not moved a 
vote of want of confidence in the Government 
a3 now constituted. I happened to be in St. 
George at the last election, when the numbers 
were being wired out, and I also went through 
the electorate during the contest. Many of the 
most energetic workers in the Labour move­
ment in that district said to me, "No vote of 
yours in the House must put Mr. Kidston out 
and the Philp party in. It would be better for 
us to have saw'd our time and our money than 
for you to go down there and put the Kidston 
party out and the Philp party in." I have 
been a strong supporter of the Premier in the 
country, in the caucus, and in this House; and 
one of my reasons for doing so was on account 
-0f the electors in my district being very strong 
anti-Philpites. They saw no opportunity of 
getting the Labour party into power, and they 
were pleased to have an opportunity of sup­
porting a man who would keep the other party 
-Out. On one occasion, when we adjourned 
from Thursday to Tuesday to consider the 

political situation, I asked the hon. gentleman 
if he intended to go uver to Mr. Philp, and 
he said "I do not mind telling you in confi­
dence.'/ I asked him how long he would 
require me to keep it, and he said " Next 
morning.'' I said, "Very_ well.'' What he 
said on that occasion was, "Not only would I 
be a traitor to the men who supported me so 
loyally in Parliament, but I would be a traitor 
to every man and woman who supported me 
throughout the length and breadth of Queens­
land.'' It is no wonder that people have been 
very strong Kidstonites, because the policy of 
the Philp party has become so obnoxious to 
the vast majority of the people qf this State. 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. LAND: We supported Mr. Kidston up 
to the end of last year, and at the end of the 
session the Premier thanked us for the solid 
support that we !:ad given him. I remember 
when he said that he was proud of the sup­
port we had given him. He also mentioned 
that he had received adva.nces from the other 
side, but he. was too disgusted at such a pro­
posal to entertain it. I have had a good deal 
of experience of politics in Queensland, and 
through my general struggle in life for exist. 
ence I have come into contact with some of 
the worst class •)f men and women, but I have 
never been deceiv•~d in my life like I have been 
by the Premier. I would be lacking in my 
duty if I did not vote for this amendment, or 
if I did not express my condemnation, on 
behalf of the electors of my district, at the 
action of the Premier in forming a coalition 
with the pon. member for Townsville. 

Question-That the we>rds proposed to be 
omitted from the Address in Reply (Mr. 
Bowman's want of confidence amendment) 
stand part of the question-put; and the 
House divided-

AYlo~S, 39. 

:lir. Appel 
, Barnes, G. P. 
, , Barnes, 1V. H. 

Barton 
Bell 

, Brennan 
,, Camphell 

Cottell 
, CowRp 

Cribb 
, Denham 
, Douglas 

Forrest 
Fox 
Grant 
Grayson 

" Gunn 
, Hanran 

Hawthorn 
, Herbertson 

Mr. Hunter, D. 
, Kenna 
,, Keogh 

Kidston 
, Mackintosh 
,, )faxwell 

JHoore 
,, Paget 
,, Petrie 
, Philp 

Ran kin 
,, Redwood 
, Roberts 

Somerset 
Stodart 

, Swayne 
Thorn 
Walker 

,. White 

Tellet·s: Mr. Douglas and .M:r. Redwood. 

l\Ir. Adamsou 
,. Airey 

Barber 
Blair 
Bowman 

, Ooyne 
Hamilton 
Hardacre 

NoEs, 29. 

, Hunter, J. M. 
Huxham 
Jones 
Kerr 
Land 
Lennon 
Lesina 

~ir. :Mann 
, Maughan 

Cl{ ay 
J\icLachlan 
)iitchell 
Mulcahy 
:VIullan 
Murphy 
Nevitt 
Payne 
Ryland 
Sumner 
Winstanley 
Woods 

Tellers: Mr. Hardacre and Mr. Lesina. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 



208 Questwns. [ASSEMBLY.] Government Savings Bank Bill. 

· Original question (the adoption of the Address 
in Reply) stated. 

Mr. MANN (Cah·ns): I beg to move tbe ad­
journment of the debate. 

[12p.m.] 

Question put and passecl; and the resumption 
of the debate made •n Order of the D>ty for the 
nexb sitting of the House. 

The House adjourned at three minutes past 
12 o'clock. 




