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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

W!i:D:I'ESDAY, 1.5 APRIL, 1908. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. John Leahy, Bulloo) took 
the chair at half-paRt 3 o'clock. 

ASSEKT TO BILLS. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from His Excellency the Governor inti­
mating that he had assented in the name of His 
Majesty to the follo'wing Bills:-

Land Surveyors Bill; 
Factories and Shops Act Amendment Bill; 

Elections Acts Amendment Bill; 
Old Age Pensions Bill; 
Technical Instruction Bill ; 
Wages Boards Bill ; 
Inspection of Machinery and Scaffolding 

Bill; 
Sugar \Vorks Guarantee Acts Amendment 

Bill. 

PAPER. 

The following paper, laid on the table, was 
order to be printed-Annual return of intestate 

·e•tates from the Local Deputy Curator, Towns­
ville. 

QUESTIOXS. 

DRY DocK \VonKsHoPs. 

Mr. LESI:\TA (C/erdwnt) asked the Trea­
surer-

Is it not a fact that the workshops, and the plant laid 
down therein, at the dock are quite up to the standard 
of requirements for the execution of all necessary re. 
pairs, etc, in connection with the Government dredges 
and barges? 

The TREASURER {Hon. P. Airey, Brisbane 
,South) replied-

No. 
PAY AND ALLOWANCES TO POLICE. 

Mr. BOWMA:\1" {Fortitude Vallty) asked the 
Home Secretary, without notice-

When we are likely to have the report called for by 
me in reference to the police regulations or Queensland 
as compared with those of :Yew S·.:mth "\Vales laid on the 
table? I asked for the ret.urn. and I believe it has been 
completed by the Police Department. · 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. A. G. C. 
Hawthorn, Enoggaa) replied-

! am not aware that the return has been completed 
bv the Commissioner. It has not come to the head 
·office at present. 

Mr. BowliiAN : I heard it had. 

The HO:YIE SECRETARY: I shall inquire 
about it, and, ifpossibll', lay it on the table before 
the session closes. 

1\fr. BowMAN : You are a)ong time laying it on 
the table. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Kidston, Rock· 
hampton): I would like to ask, without notice, 
whether the hon. member for Fortitude Valley 
is in communication with the Commissioner of 
Police in this matter? 

1\fr. BO\V.\IA::\1": In answer to the Premier, 
I made inquiries whether the return was ready, 
and I was told that it was. I think there has 
been an unreasonable delay on the part of the 
Government in laying it on the table, and that 
is why I asked. 

BUREAU OF CENTRAL SUGAR :\!ILLS. 

On general business-notic~ of motion :::\n. 1, 
standing in the name of Mr. \VHITE (Jfusgravc), 
as follows, being called :-

That, in ''iew of the opinions expn,,sed by members 
of this House on the occasion of the vassing of the YOte 
for the Bureau of Central Sugar :\'!ills, it be ~m instruc· 
tion from this House to the (;overnment that the 
agreement now exbting between the ComtJtroller of the 
Bm·e>::.U of Central Sugar )!ills and the Governlllent shall 
not be renewed; and, further, that this llonse is of 
opinion that it is not desirable that any ne\Y agree· 
ment be entered into by the Government with that 
official-

The SPEAKER said: I would like to call 
the attention of the hon. member fur ::\Jusgrave 
to the phraseology of this motion. It io not 
within the province of thia House to give an 
instruction to the Government, which means the 
Governor in Council. The motion is certainly 
out of order. 

MOTIOX FOR ADJOURX~lE:'\T. 
The SPEAKER s~tid : I have to announce 

that I have received the following letter from 
the hon. member for Fassifern :-

That he intended to move the adjournment of the 
House to-day to call attention to a definite matter of 
urgent vublic importance-namely, the granting of an 
Order iu Council to the City Electric Light Company, 
Limited, on 4th April, 1908. 

~fr. JENKINSON (Fassijern): I beg to move 
the adjournment of the House. 

The SPEAKER: Do five members rise in 
their places to support the motion? 

l\Iore than five member,; having risen, 

Mr. JENKINSON said : I gav~ this notice for 
the adjournment uf the House, owing to a notice 
which appeared in the Governrnent Gazette of Fri­
day, 3rd April, whereby a corporation in Bris· 
bane, entitled "The City ElectricLightCompany, 
Limited," have been granted an order to SU[Jply 
electric [Jower and light to a [JOrtion of the 
metropolitan area, generally known as the Valley 
Ward. 

Mr. BOWMAN: Another injustice to the Valley. 

Mr. JENKINS0:\1": Although it purports to 
be under the provi•iuns of the Electric Lighting 
and Power Act of 1896, yet it appears to me 
that the powers granted in this Order in Council 
are alt0gether too large to give to any cor· 
poration. 

!vir. LESINA : Hear, hear! 

Mr. JENKINSON: Owing to the operation 
of Standing Order 136A, it will not be within my 
power to go into the matttr as fully as I would 
have done, but I think it is imperative that a 
few facts in connection with this matter should 
be brought under the notice of the House, and, 
through the medium of the paperR, under the 
notice of the ratepapers as well as the residents 
of Brisbane, because I am perfectly s"'tistied that 
it is as great an injustice as has ever been per­
petrated in connection with any matter that 
Parltament or Ministers have had in their power 
to grant. The Order in Council states-

rrhis order shall cume into force and have effect upon 
the 4th April, lHOS, which date is in this ordt~r referred 
to" as the commencement of the ordet·," aod ~hall cease 
to have ffl'ect at the expiration of thirty-two years 
from such date of commencement. 

I would like to call the attention of members to 
the fact that that is practically tying the hands 
of eleven ParliamerHR; or, in other \\'ords, a 
generati0n and a·half will have tu elap<e before 
there can be any revocation of this order. 

l\Ir. RYLMill: More than ten Parliaments. 

].1 r. Jenkinsrm.l 
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Mr. JENKINSON: Under the circumstances 
it would be eleven Parliaments, as we have 
started one. 

Mr. LESJNA : It is a set·back to municipal 
socialism for thirty yEars. 

Mr .• JENKINSON: Exactly. That is a set­
back for a lengthy time. No matter what our 
opinions may be with regard to the advir-ableness 
of the municipalisation of these sources of supply, 
yet the powers given for this length of time '""e 
altogether too large to be recognised by this 
House. Not only is there the question uf the 
length of time-I h"ve no objection to the power 
being granted to a con1pany as long as it were 
for a limited time, and the council had power 
to come in under circumstances which do limit 
them to purchaoe th.-, undertaking. I wili deal 
with that phase of the question before I resume 
1ny seat. Five or S8\'en years to a cornpany 
already in existence is, to my mind, amply 
sufficient to be given any company. \Vhen WP. 

had thPElec:ricLightingand Power Bill before us 
in 1S9G there was a Select Committee aptJOinted, 
and testimony was given that in Great Britain 
the length of time for which these powers were 
given tomunicipolitiesaml companies firststarted 
at seven years. This was found to be not long 
enough, and it was extended to fourtePn ~'earg, 
and subsequently to a longer term. I would like 
to point out that that is for the plant to b0 put 
down aud to build up a bminess, but this Order 
in Council is granting power to a company 
already established, which has practically noth­
ing to do except the extension of their mains. It 
c"nnot be pleaderl that it is for the pnrpose of 
erecting works sufficient to supply themselves as 
a new company altogether. That is not so. So 
that the length of time-whatever the argument 
may be in connection with a company abont to 
be formed-does not apply to a company that 
has alre,dy got its plant here, already has got 
its business established, and is "!ready fleecing 
the people of the metropolis. It may be stated 
that in the original Order in Council the present 
City Blectric Light Company have it for an 
indefinite period-which is correct-but I am 
sure no one will contend that becau"e " wrong 
has been done in the first instance that that 
wrong should be perpetuaterl, and particn­
larly when I point out that it is proposed 
under this Bill-and here is where the hard­
ship will come in to th.-. business people of the 
Valley as well as the residents-under the Order 
in Council granter! to this particular company 
they are permitted to charge Gd. per unit. 
Anyone who knows anything abont the business 
must know that that is a very largil price as 
compared with what is charged elsewhere. I 
understand that the rate per unit in the metro­
politan area is 3d. Why should :Fortitude Valley 
be penalised to the extent of 100 per cent. more? 

Mr. SmrNER: What is the Sydney price? 
Mr. JENKINSON : The Sydney price is 

l~d. pc'r unit. 
Mr. BA!lTON: It is 5d. 
Mr. ,JENKINSON: This company is charg· 

ing lOO per cent. more in the metropolitan area 
than is charged in Sydney. The hon. member 
for Brisbane North is absolutely at fault, be­
cause I got information from New South Wales 
this morning. The charge there used to be 2d. 
per unit, and last year it was reduced to 1 ~d. 
That will be found in the report of the Sydney 
City Council, whilst I also know it from my own 
knowledge, 

Mr. GRANT : In the first Order in Council, 
what price were they allowed to charge? 

Mr. JENKINSO:N : I am trying to geb 
throngh as quickly as I can bec~use the time is 
limited. The Electric Supply Company in 

[Mr. J enkinson. 

Sydney is obtaining l~rl. per unit; in the city of 
Bri8bane the price is 3d., and it is proposed to 
give the company the right to charge 6d. in the 
Valley for thirt.y-two years. And the Order in 
Council is absolutely irrevocr1ble wi• hout the 
consent of the corn pa ny ; and you may be sure 
that, if the company are making a good thing 
out of it, they are not going to consent t•J the 
re1·ocation of the order, 

Mr. BAnTO:I' : You have had the power for' 
less than ld, for two years. (L>J.ughter.) 

Mr . .T.ENKIKSO~: I know nothing about 
that. But, if that is ,.;o, why does this gentle­
man--the representati1•e of this company-wish 
to moke the people of the Valley pay 6d. per 
unit~ 

LAnoun l\IE3rmmB : Hear, hear! 

Mr. JENKINSON : If the company can 
make a protit by supplying the power at ld. per 
unit. where is the justice in charging other 
people in the city 3d.? In tlyuney the gas cmn­
pany supply their consmner·, at 4s. per 1,000 
cubic feet, anrl in Brisbane the price is 5s. The 
Brisbane price is only 20 per cent. more than 
that charged in Sydney; but the people in the 
Valley are asked to pay 400 per cent. more than 
they are get ling electric power for in ~)ydney. 

l\Ir. BOiniAN: Another evil of primte mono­
polies. 

l\Ir. JENKINSOK: Of com se it is an evil rf 
private monopolies. These matt.Ars should be 
entirely in the hands of the mummpal counCil ; 
and I ~m sati.-fied that the membe1s of the Bris­
bttne City Council have not bPen doing thPir 
duty in not attending to this matter before. 
Tbey ha1·e allowed this ~ompany a monopoly f?r 
forty-two years. Sectwn 71 of the Order Ill 

Council reads-
In addition to any other powers which the Governor 

in Council may have in that behalf, he may revoke this­
order at anv time with the con~ent and concurrence of 
the electriC authority and local authority upon such 
terms as the Governor in Council may think just. 

So that it will be necessary to get the consent of 
the company before the order can be revoked. I 
find that., under the Electric Light and Power 
Act, before these powers can be conferred on a.ny 
company or corporation, the Council of th.e City 
of Brisbane hav.-. to be consulted, and their con­
sent obtained. We find that the council have 
pmctically entered into an agreement with the 
company ior the length of the optiron under the 
original order, which is dated lOth July, 1903. I 
am not blaming the company for this. They 
have entered. into a con traut with the council, 
and the latter have agreed not to oppose any order 
thab may be applied for by this company. They 
have practically tied the hands ofth~ City Cou?­
cil for over a generation, nnless they like to step m 
and secure the control of the company. The agree­
ment is peculiarly worded, and I cannot conceive 
what the members of the City Council were doing, 
practically to hand tbemsel ves over body and 
soul to this corporation, and prevent themselves 
from becoming the suppliers of light to the 
metropolitan area. I wi•h the ratepayers in the 
city to take notice of this section in the agree­
ment., which has been signed by th· ir representa­
tives on the one side and by Mr. Bar ton, as 
representing the City Electric Light Company, 
on the other-

Until the council finally exercises its option to 
purchase. 

Mr. JENKINSO~: I may state that the 
option given in the first place on lOth July, 
1903, was for two years only. If the City 
Council within two years like to exercise their 
right, they could take over from the company 
their plant and business-not at a valuation, but 
as a going concern, which, of course, adds con·· 
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Riderably to the valne. It practically got outside 
the Electric Light and Power Act of 1S!Jtl. Wby 
the council agreed to it, I cannot imagine. 

Mr. LESIXA : C:tn they override an Order in 
Council like that? 

:Mr. JENKINSON: That is a question to be 
decided in the law courts. It is fur the rate· 
payers to test it. 

Mr. 13.1.!\TO!> : That option still holds. They 
can do it to-day upon giving t:;ix Inonths' notice. 

Mr .. JENKINSON: That is not so. Under 
the Act the option is not exercisable until the 
expiration of the term of agreement, and then it 
must be exercised within six months. The ··ame 
thing· is vrovided in the present Order in Council. 
\Ye know hnw slowly nmniciJ•t\l councils move, 
and that would not give them time to do any· 
thing. Then, forl:iooth! thi~ company goes on 
for another ten year" before lhe c·mncil c£tn ex er· 
cise its right to step in £tml purcha-;e ; and in the 
meantime the c•>mpan:;· can be building itself up, 
so as to add to the sum the council wiil have to 
pay before they can resume the worlc~. But, to 
come back to the agreement-

rntil the council finally exercises its option to pur­
chase, and while this agrcemeut remainfl in forer the 
council will not make or proceed with any application 
for or in respect of any Order in Council or any amend­
ment thereof under the _Electric Light and Power Act 
of 189.5, or any Act amenLling or in substitution for the 
sa. me, or undertake or cart·y on business of the supply of 
electricity ''·ithin the ciLy of Br.i:~bnne, and moreover ,,·ill 
withhold its consent to and oppose the granting of any 
Order in f'Jnncil to any prr"ons or body or bodies, cor­
pOl·ate or incorporate, other tllfm the company under 
the said Act or any Act amending or in subst.itutiou for 
the same, auy such person or persons, body or bodiEs, to 
undertake tlle snpvl}- of electricity witlliu the eity. 
From and. after the expiration of the saitt period of two 
years from tlle date of this agrerment and during the 
currency nf the Order in Council afore~otid, and unt1l 
the council finally exercises its option to purchase, the 
council will, so far as relates to tbe area comprised 
within its jnrisdict.ion, crmsen t to any application of 
the company for any amendment or extension of its 
said Order in Conncli or for any additional Order in 
Council under the said Act or ani Act amending or in 
substitutlon for the same. 

The councii have practically tied themselves up. 
They ha ye pledged themselves not to oppose any 
extension of the Order in Council, and to object 
to any other company having power to enter 
into competition with the City Electric Light 
Company. I find, on looking over the balance­
sheet of the company, as published in the Govern­
ment Gazette, that this company-which first 
started ils works illegally, and then got an Act 
of Parliament passed to legalise its position-! 
have nothing to say against their ha,·ing placed 
matters upon such a satisfactory footing for 
their shareholders. 

Mr. MANN: \Vhich Government passed that 
Act? 

Mr. Jl~NKINSOX : I will tell how the thing 
was manipulated. A member of the tirm of 
solicitors which acts for the company happened 
to be Postmaster-General at that time, and be 
introduced the meamre in the Legislative 
Council. 

Mr. BAR1'0N: Th£tt is absolutely untrue. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
Mr. BARTON : Mr. Fuxton wail the solicitor 

for the company at that time. 
J'dr. LESINA : As you are interested, you 

should have the decency to keep quiet. 
LABOUR ME~!BERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BAm'ON : The statement is untrue. 

" Mr;, LESI_NA : You have got the public by the 
lug all nght. 

Mr. JENKIXSON: 'Ye know how obstacles 
nre got round. The term of years which appears 
in the Act-42-was strenuously fought in this 
Chamber by the I,abonr party and other mem­
bers, who succeeded in getting it reduced to 
twenty-five yeaTs. The Bill went back to the 
Council, who stood to the original terms. Then 
the Bill came baclc to this Home, and at a late 
hour of the night, when there were only a 
few members present, the Council's term was­
agreed to by 21 votes to 20-a very narrow 
majority-and the term fixed at forty-two 
ye:lrB. The company had already secured an 
Order in Council, dated 12th May, 1897. They 
got other Orders on 1st April, 1\!03, 30'.h 
December, 1\)03, 28th April, 1()04, and thi" one is 
dated 4th April, 1!l08. Appar~ntly the company 
have GO,OOO shares, with a paid-up capital of 
£60,000. They have already obtained their 
building and plant, which are now worth £40,000. 
Last year they placed £0,000 to the credit of the 
rene'\val, replacenlPnt, and contingencies account, 
and thie year they ha,·e placed a further sum of 
£7,500 to the credit of that account. Altogether 
they have" balance under that heading of over 
£18,000. It must be a fairly prosperous businees 
to enable them to do that after allowing 'j per 
cent. on their builJing accounts, e\·en at 3d. per 
unit, which thev are charging within tf·e metro­
politan :trea. The hon. member for Brisbrtne 
Xorth states that I wns getting it e,t 1d. \Y!Jy 
this diiScrin1ination I cannot teli. 

Mr. BARTO!>: You are not getting it at that 
now. 

Mr. JENKINSOX: I do not suppose .I will 
get it at that rate now. If hon. members look 
at page Sifi of the Ga.:ette, they will be aston­
ished at the amount of money this company are 
putting on one side. C'\·ow, what are the terms 
upon which they g·et this Order in Council? 
They deposit a paltry £100, which is returned to 
them when they pro,·e-to the \Vorks Depart­
ment, I presume-that they have done £100 
worth of work. \Ve know that they have to do 
very little work before the money is handed back 
to them. This concern is practically on the 
line" of the syndicate railways which were op· 
posed so hard the other night by members of the 
Labour party. It grants a concpssion for a 
generation acnd a· half. 

Mr. BowMA!> : That is as big an evil, or 
greater. 

At4p.m., 

The SPEAKER said : Order! The Clerk will 
now read the first Order of the Day. 

Mr. BowiHAN: Good old gag and guillotine. 

Mr. LESINA: Giving away valuable canoes· 
sions and then putting the gag on. Wbat a 
democratic Government ! What a lovely, model, 
democratic Government. A lot of "boodlers"! 

HAMPDEN-MOU~T ELLIOTT RAIL· 
\VA_Y BILL. 

COMMITTEE. 

On clause 1-" Short title"-
Question put-That the words proposed to be· 

inserted on line 21-namely, "co.operative g·o· 
vernment and eyndicate railway"-be so in­
serted. 

Mr. LESIN A: The hon. member for Leich­
hardt moved an amendment so that the title of 
the Bill wonld read, "The HampdEn-lYiount 
Elliott Co-operative Government and Syndicate 
Rail way Act of 1908." That would enable the 
measure to carry on its face a simple statement 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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as to its character. It would be the bar sinister, 
so that the public might realise its dangerous 
nature. He hoped such a proposal would com­
mend itself to the good "ense of the House. It 
·certainly ,]tould secure the endorsement of the 
Secre'ary for Rail ways, who had such a hatred 
of syndicate.', and was such a believer in co­
operation. The Government found part of the 
money, and the syndicate another JHrt, and 
therefore there was co·operation. He felt justi­
£ed in supporting the amendment, which would 
be an improvement on the Bill. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
inserted (1lfr. Hardacre's amendment) be so in­
serted-put; and the Committee divided :-

~fr. A.darnsm1 
Barber 
Bowman 

,, Ooyne 

A us, 21. 

Hamilton 
Hardacre 
Hunter, ,f. :11:. 
Huxham 

, Jenkinson 
~· Jones 

Land 

"l.fr. Leunon 
, Lesina 
, ~fay 
, , Me Lachlan 
, )fitchell 
, I\Iulcahy 

)!ullan 

·.·. ~~.r~~d 
, 1Vinstanley 

Tellers: ~Ir. Jones and lfr. Ryland. 

Mr. Airey 
, Appel 

A rmstrong 

NoEs, 41. 

, Barnes, G. r. 
, Barnes, W. 11. 

Barton 
, Bell 
, Blair 

llrennan 
, Campbell 
, Cuttell 
, Cowap 
, DenhH-m 
, Douglas 
,, Forrest 

Grant 
Gravson 
Gmin 
Hawthorn 

, Herbertson 
Hunter, D. 

Mr. Kenna 
,, Kerr 

Kids ton 
~I ann 
~In well 
"\1 oore 
~1urphy 

Paget 
Petrie 
Philp 
Ran kin 
Redwood 
Roberts 
Stodart 
Sumner 
S\\ayne 
Thorn 
Walker 
White 
"\Yoods 

Tellers: )ir. Cowap and :Mr. Sumner. 

Resolved in the negative. 

Mr. LESI.N A: 'Vas sorry that members were 
a>hamed to pnt the real title on the Bill. Were 
they ashamed of the term "syndicate" ? It 
appeared to him a~ if they were. He hoped 
they would divide again on the clause. 

Mr. MANN: As it seemed the wish of the 
Labour party to discuss the Bill in detail, and 
waste time until 10 o'clock, he had very much 
pleasure in helping them put up a stonewall. 

Mr. LESINA: Have you got permission from 
the Premier to speak. 

Mr. MANN: No man in the House, either 
the Premier or the member for c:ermont, could 
}Jrevent hirn frorn Spt'aking. 

Mr. LESI:s'A: They have had the gag on you 
all the week. 

Mr. MAXX: He would point out that some 
of the staunchest and most stalwart Labour men 
had voted for syndicate rail ways. If the Premier 
had only alhwed thP company to build a tram­
way, they W(>uld not have heard a won! of pro­
test from the Labour p.trty, but, because the 
Premier insi"tecl upon Government control, all 
ihat fus• had b;en made oYer the Bill. 

[Mr. Lesina. 

Mr. LESINA asked if the h()ll. member was 
in order in making a general statement on the 
title of the Bill. 

The CHAIRMAN: I think the hon. member, 
so far, is in order. 

:\Ir. MANN : He would 1 oint out that the 
labour peo)Jie in Cairns prote,ted strongly against 
the passing- of the Chillagoe Rail way Bill l>ecause 
the rail way was to be owned and controlled by 
the company for fifty years. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. mem­
ber will not be in order in referring to that 
matter on this clause of the Bill. If he departs 
from a discussion of the title of the Bill, he will 
be out of order. · 

Mr. MAN::'f: This Bill was entirely different 
to the Chillagoe Rail way Bill, which he opposed, 
because the Government controlled the proposed 
railway and the Commissioner worked it. 'l'heir 
aim in the past had been to secure State control 
of railways. All the railways built in the past 
had been built with borrowed money, and, until 
such time as that money was paid off, he claimed 
that the railways did not belong to the State, 
but were simply in pledge to bondholders. 

The CHAIRMAN: I am sorry to interrupt 
the hon. member, bt1t it seems that he is making 
a general statement. 'l'he que•tion before the 
Committee is whether this •hall be the title of 
the Bill, and the hon. member must confine 
himself to that. 

Mr. MANN : If he was out of order he would 
re•ume his seat. Every member should be treated 
alike, and if they did not follow the clau.se closely 
they should be called to order. He hoped the 
Committee would assist the Chairman in his 
endeavours to make members stick to the point. 

Question-That clause 1 stand part of the Bill 
-put; and the Committee divided:-

Mr. Airev 
,, Appel 
,, Barnes; G. P. 
,, llarton 

Bell 
Blair 
Brennan 

,, Campbell 
Cottell 

, Cowap 
Denhan 

, Douglas 
Forrest 
Grant 

, Grayson 
Gunn 
Hawthorn 
Herbertson 

,, Hunter, D. 
Kenna 

AYY.S, 39. 
Mr. Kerr 

, Kidston 
Manu 
~1axwell 
Moo re 
:Jlurphy 
Paget 
l 1etrie 
Philp 
Ran kin 
Redwood 
Roberts 
Storlart 
Sumner 
Swayne 
Thorn 
\\ralker 
White 
Woods 

Tellers: )fr. Moore and 11r. Murphy. 

);foES, 22. 
1\Ir. Adamson :Mr. Land 

BHrber ~· !Jcnnon 
" Bowman Lesina 
,, Coyne .M:av 
,, Hamilton :JicLachlan 
.. Hardacre :Jf1tchell 
;; Hunter, J. 11. ~Iulc~b\· 

Iluxham :Mullan" 
, JenkinHm , Pasne 
,, Jones , Ryland 
, Keogh "'instanle.'· 

Tellers: )lr. ~lay and )!r. ~Iullan. 

Re,oil·ed in the affirmative. 
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ClauRe 2--"Validation of agreement"- put; 
.and the Committee divided:-

.:\Ir. Airey 
,. Appel 
, Rarnes,G.P. 

Barton 
llell 
Blair 
Brennan 
C"mpbell 

,. Cottell 
.. Cowap 
, Douglas 

Forrest, 
Grant, 

, c:-rayson 
Gunn 
Hawthorn 
Herbertson 

, Hunter, D. 
, Kenna. 

.A._y}:S, 38. 
1Ir. Kerr 

, Kidston 
)Janu 
.:'\lax well 
1Ioore 
Jlurpl1y 
Paget 
Petrie 
l'bilp 
Ran kin 
Reclwootl 
Roberts 
Stodart 
Smnner 
~'"'"avne 
'fho;n 
Walker 
White 
\Yoocts 

Telfe,·s: Jir. Sumner and )lr. S'"'"ayne. 

XoEs, 22. 
Jir. Adamson Jir. Land 

., Barber Lennon 
Bo'\1num , J;esina 
Co_yne ,, 31n_v 
Hnmiltou )lcLnchlan 

, IIardacre )litcbell 
, Hunter, J. ~!. , )lulcahy 
, Httxham ., liullan 
, Jenkinson Payne 

• Jones ,. Ryland 
, Keogh , ".,.instanley 
Tellers: Jir. llarber and Jlr. JicLachlan. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

On the schedule-

Mr. BO\Vl\-lA)[ said he should like to ha>e 
-~ome inftlrmation as to the length and route 0f 
this rail way. So far they had been given no 
information on those points, and he thought the 
Committee should know the l~ngth and route of 
the line before they passed the schedule. 

l\Ir. :'\lA:\':'<: \Yhile the l\-:Iinister was looking 
for his papers, he might as well say a few words. 
He heartily endorsed the suggestion of the leader 

of the Labour party that we should 
[4.30 p.m.] get all possible information as to the 

route, the class of country the line 
passed through, and what had been clone in 
connection with the minee, and the number of 
1nen who \Vere working there. 

The SECRETARY }'OR RAILWAYS: In 
answer to the leader of the Labour party, the 
length of the line was a little over 70 miles, and 
there was a map prepared by the Lands Depart­
ment, and one prepared by the ::VIines Depart­
Inent, showing the route. 

:\fr. LESIXA : \Ve never got a copy of these 
things before. Y on had them locked up in your 
box all the time. 

The SECRJ~TARY FOR RAILW A.YS: 
I was never asked. 

:\fr. BmnrM;: But it was your duty to give it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
There w:ts the fullest informotion there as to the 
route. It started at Cloncurry and went from 
Hampden to ::\Iount Elliott. 

A LABOt:R MEi\IBER : How does it get to 
Mount Hampden. 

The SECRETARY }'Olt RAILWAYS: 
He ,;up posed it went along the ground. (Laugh­
ter.) The line ran by ;c;I:ttey Creek, by Duck 
Creek, and on to the I<'lorence River to the 
Hampden Group, :tnd from thence to :i\Iount 
Elliott. It went by the Labour Victory Group. 

LABOt:R l\IE3IBERS : Oh, oh ! and laughter. 
1908-3 }! 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\YAYS: 
It cro'Sed the Cloncurry River between Hampden 
and Mount Elliott. 

* Mr. ~fAY asked the ::\finister to be a little 
more explicit. He was given to understand that 
a permanent survey had been made from C!on­
curry to the Gorge-Duck Creek to l\Ialbon 
River. From Malbon River there had been two 
trial surveys, one to l\1ouno Betungn-Labour 
Victory to Mount Elliott; the other from 
l\Ialbon River to Florence River-Hamp-i<m to 
l\fount El!iott. He bvoured the latter route, 
with slight alterations. 

The SECRETARY FOR HAlLWAYS: 
Hon. members were complaining, but the fullest 
information on the route was placed on the table 
of the House in the report of the Under Secre­
tary for ~lines, which said-

}1-,rom Cloncurry the line pn.s::;;es through the Duck 
Creek Group, whe1·e a large number of leases a!'e held, 
thence through, or within close proximity to, Harnpden, 
a large mining centre; thence by the Labour Yictory 
Group on to J.tount EllioU. All of these mines receive 
direct assistance, while others, such as the Horse Creek 
Group. which include::~ :\Iount 1\Ierlin, and is about 12 
miles from the proposed route. and the Cor,·lla River 
mine!;, including the '\Vee )lstcGregor and Lady Fanny 
groups, about 24 miles from the line, will ahw greatly 
benefit, as in a less degree will the 'Vills River and the 
Bm·ke River 11iues, which include the ,:\lonnt Hope, 
Lady Fanny, lvanhoe, and Dnchess, a.ll or which may 
eventnally be connected with the raHway by means of 
1ight tramways . 
The Commissioner in his report stated that the 
length of the line was 7-l miles. 

:\fr. JOXJ~S: It was a pity the Under Secre­
tary did not give information not only with re­
g-ard to the route .but with regard to the mining 
fields through which the line passed. 

The PRE!t!IER: There is full information lying 
on the tahle. 

l\lr. JONES: They should have a rej)ort from 
one of the geologists to guide them as t,u whether 
the field was likely to be permanent or otherwise. 
He did not believe in the system of building lines 
on a report of h~tlf a dozen lines by the Commis­
•ioner, and one by the Under Secretary of 
similar length. 

The SF.CHETARY POR MINES: The Under Sec· 
retary's report is founded on the Go\·ernment 
Geologist's report. 

Mr. JO::'<ES : He quite agreed that it w:ts 
difficult to say whether a field was likely tu be 
permanent or not, but they should have some 
more information from the :\lines Department. 

The PnEmER : ID is like all mining enter­
prises-more or less speculative. 

Mr. JONES : The member for the districtJ 
and the hon. mAinber for C:trpentaria told them 
that there was mineral wealth there. 

The PRE3IIER: I think so. 

l\Ir. JONES: The Premier agreed that there 
was mineral wealth there, and, in that case, the 
State could develop that mineral wealth by 
building a State line. 

l\-lr. LESINA moved the insertion. <tfter 
"railway," on line 6, clause 4 of the schedule, 
of-

The company shall, at the same time as such notice 
is gi\~~n. deposit with the Commissioucr the sum of 
£5,000 to r,over preliminary expemles which may be 
incurred. Snch deposit shall be returned to the com­
pany when the amount of one-half cost of the certified 
estimate of construction cost is deposited with the 
Commissioner as hereinafter provided. 
They ought to have some guarantee that the 
company intended going on. 

The PREMIER: ·would you just read the few 
lines after the place where you want the amend­
ment put in 1 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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Mr. LESIKA: 
Upon the receipt of ~nch notice the Cmnmissioner 

shall without. delay fnrnish to the company an estimate 
of the cost of such survey and preparation or plans and 
other documents and the company shall thereupon p:w 
one-half of such cost to the Commi.~'lioner who shall 
then without delay make such ~urvey and ~hall prepare 
such other plau." and documents as he may deem neces­
sary and shaH lJy writing unUer his band certify what 
is the estimated cost or the construction of the railway. 

The PREtl!IER: They pay one-half of the cost 
before entering into it. 

Mr. LESIK A: When dealing with the-e com­
panie,; in previous years the:: had insisted on 
deposits being made, in order that the labour 
and time invoh·ed in pat:siug these meaRutes 
should not be entirely wasted. At present there 
was no guarantee that the f''Hnpany \VoUlll go on 
after the measure was passed, and the c~>mpany 
ought to make a snbsta~>tinl deposit, which they 
would fnrftiL if they failed to c<clTY out their 
part of the agreement. In connection with the 
Albert River, Burketown, and Liiydale Tram­
way they formerlv imisted on £6,000 being put 
np by the con1pnny, anri in due course that was 
forfeitfd and placed in the Sa ving·c Bank, and 
he did not oee why a simibr requiremeat should 
not bP iinpoRed on thi~ cmnpany. Tbey wanted 
some bettf'r guarantee than the signatuu~ of 
their agent! and the best gnarantee would be a, 
cr1sh gL1arantee. The £5.000 would be retum­
able if they pitt their £100,000 into the business 
later on. If the compauy di'llg-reed with the 
Cmntni~:.;;;inner':-5 estin1ate, they were entitled to 
walk right out of the agreement. 

The SECRllTAUY FOR RAILWAYS: They have to 
)Jay one-half of the cost of the survey before 
they can walk out. 

Mr. LESIXA: They had paid nothing so far 
except a share of the cost of printing the Bill. 

The Pull~liER: There are 30 miles of the 70 
miles surveyed. 

Mr. LESii'\ A : It was a curious feet that, 
although the Premier told them the other day 
that this agreement was only signed two days 
before it was laid on the table of the Rouse, he 
now said that 30 miles of the survey was already 
completed. They must have had the men out 
surveying before the thing was submitted to the 
House at all. ·what was the use of playing this 
farce of submitting an agreement to them for 
ratification when the Premier a<lmitted that 
the survey party was already out to survey part 
of the route, and yet only two d:1y, had elapsed 
from the signing of the agreement before it 
was laid on the tab lA of the House 1 \Vhy 
could not the Government do as they had done 
in connection with the electric lh;hting job, 
which would have to be exposed? \Vhy did 
they not fix the whole thing up at an Executive 
meeting, and be done with it, instead of con­
sulting Parliament at all'! It appeared tn him 
that they had outliwd their usefulness as an 
institution. All that was necessary was that 
five or six men, constituting the Executive of the 
Stat.e, should do as they liked, giving away 
monopolies and franchises of this description. 
They had given one valuable conce"sion to the 
junior member for Brisbane North. Now, they 
sent out surveyors to survey part of the route 
without getting any deposit, and they come 
down to the House two days after the signing 
of the agreement, and weeks after doing survey 
wark, and then they imposed the guillotine on 
them. They would have to kiss the knife when 
it touched their throats. 

The PRE}!IER: It would be difficult to kiss 
the knife that is cutting your throat. (Laughter.) 

Mr. LESINA: The admission of the Pre­
mier was a very significant one, and shed new 

[Mr. Luina. 

light on the matter. Although he was months 
and months fixing up this agreen,ent, the Premier 
was thoroughly satisfied in his own mind, when 
the seal of the Rai!wav Commissioner had beAn 
affixed to it, that it was not necessary to consult 
Parliament at all. What kind of speculation 
was it when the :Minister SPnt out a survey party 
before the agreement was placed before Parlia· 
ment? Seeing thnt there were only twenty-five 
1nerubers on tbe Governn1ent side, some arr:.tnge­
ment must have been come to between the 
Government and the Opposition before the Bill 
was introduced ; s.o that the Gn\'erntnent wu~t 
have been coquetting with the Opposition party 
at the same t:me that they were making love to 
the Labour party. In paragraph 5 it was pro­
vided that the Commissioner should make an 
estiuw.te of the cotot of condtructwn, and tbat the 
company should then deposit nu amount not 
exceeding £100,000. \Vhen that depo,it "'"" 
made, under hi~ amenument the £6,000 would 
be returned to the company. It was simply a 
g:urantee of goorl faith. 

The PltEMIER: The hem. member':, amend­
ment would not. be a particularly bad provision 
if it had }JPen in the Bill ; bnt it would not make 
the agreement any better for practical purposes 
if it were now ln:o~t:rt', d. The r.:>a~un it was not 
in the Bill wa, juet because it would not have 
made any difference. He could not, without 
exceedingly gooJ reasons, agree to alter the 
agreement to which the company· lutd come with 
the Government. 

2\Ir. CoYKE: :Must we swallow the whole thing 
bolus-bolus? 

The PREMIER : If the an:endn,ent were 
inserted, the company would be ac perfec\ liberty 
to refuse to accept it. The Committee could 
either ratify or refuse to ratify the agreement, 
but altering it in any inlportant particular was 
tantamount to refusing to ratify it. Perhaps the 
hon. member for Clermont did not know tl1at, or 
he would have been afraid to move tha amend·· 
ment. He would not ha,·e moved it if he 
thought it would endanger the Btll. (Laughter.) 

:!'llr. \Y. H. 13ARKE8 : Is he becoming a con vert, 
too? 

The PRE:\IIER: Give him time. When the 
hon. membm·'s colleicgue, the hon. member for 
Fassifern, helped the Labour party, everything 
was possible. \Vilh regard to what the hon. 
member said about the improper conduct of the 
Government in surveying a railway to that dis­
trict, he would ask if the hon. m em her ever 
heard of a rail way proposal being brought before 
Parliament where the route was not first sur­
veyed? 

Nlr. LESINA : Here is a case in point; it is 
only partly surveyed. 

ThA PREMIER: There have been two flying 
survevs made. He believed the Committee 
would validate the agreement, or he would not 
have m;tde it. It would have been very im­
proper for him to make such an agreement if he 
did not think Parliament would ,-alidate it. 

Mr. LESINA : I think such an agreement 
should lie on the table of the House for some 
time before being signed. 

The PRE:YIIER: That was another matter. 
Their present S) stem was that Ministers were 
supposed to take some responsibility on them­
selves. 

Mr. OOYNE : But not all the responsibility. 

The PREMIER : Ministers must take a great 
deal more responsibility than some hon. members 
thought. A Minister could make a far better 
agreement with a company than that Committee. 

Mr. BowMAN : It depends on who the Minister 
lS. 
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The PREMIER: This Committee could not 
make an agreement with any company. 

11r. PAGE1': Too many men, too m:1ny minds. 
The PREl\IIl<~R : Just so. 
1\Ir. BoWJliAN: One mind, one autocrat, 

(Laughter.) 
The PREMIER: i'his was the only way of 

doing thi" kind of public business. At least., he 
did not know a better way. He remembered 
being at a caucus meeting of a political party. 
A delegation of two or three men were coming 
from another body-whether it was anothbr 
political party or not he would not say-to 
discuss something with the political party of 
which he was a member. The chairman of the 
political party of which he was a member said, 
"\Ve will admit them into the room and hear 
their proposals, but we will nut begin to discuss 
them so long as they are in the room, because 
we may differ from one another, and they may 
get anything out of us that they like. We will 
hear what they propose, then they will retire, 
and we shall discuss it among ourseh'es." To 
atten1pt to discuss in rletail an agreement with a 
company like this when they were meeting them 
would be a foolish way to attempt to do public 
busine.-.:-:. 

Mr. BowMA)ol : That is different to the way 
·you used to come into the caucus. -You u~ed to 
threaten us with the bludgeon of a dissolution. 
(Laughter.) 

The PRK\1IER: He was better to them 
than they knew. He was like a father to them. 
(Ln1ghter.) 

Mr. BmniAx : A very bad step· father. 
(Laughter.) 

The PREMIER: \Vhen the hem. member for 
Clermont was moving his amendment, he asked 
him to read a few lines in the following para­
graph, which showed that the Commissioner 
never incurred more than one·half of the cost, 
The Government went into the thing on the 
assumption that they would only take one-half 
the risk for the sake of getting one-half the pro­
fits; and, before the Commissioner did any sur­
vey work, the company must put down one-half 
the estimated cost of the survey. He would ask 
the Committee not to accept the amendment. 
Such a small security as £5,000 was quite nu­
necessary. The company had given a guarantee 
of their ban"' fidrs by spending £50,000 or £60,000, 
and they were not going to surrender their pro­
perty for the sake of half the cost of the survey, 
At the present price of copper, the mine was not 
worth working without a railway, and would not 
be worked without a railway. The hon. member 
for the district and other hon. members ought to 
remember that. The mine that belonged to the 
company was not the only mine in the district. 
The railway would develop a group of mines. 
:For the sake of one· half of the cost of the suney, 
should they run the rhk of even delaying the 
building of the railway? He made no promise 
as to how the thing might turn out. It might 
turn out unprofitable, and both the Government 
and the company might be making a bad bargain. 

n1r. LEXNON: You do not know, when build­
in~;' a Government line, whether it will pay or 
not. 

The PRE~HER: It depended altogether on 
the country the railway was going into. If 
they were building an agricultural line, they 
knew quite well what they were doing. 

Mr. PAGET: Provided the weather allows the 
farmers to grow crops. 

The PREMIER : If thp,y came down to as 
fine a point as that, there was no certainty in 
human affairs at all. In this case, while the 
Government thought it was their duty to take 
part of the risk, because the State would 

get part of the p"qfite, they did not think 
that it was their duty to take all the risk 
when, if the thing turned out a success, these 
people would have very large profits. They 
would have a very large loss if it turned out 
badly, which he hoped it would not, because 

he be!ie,·ed the line would open an 
[5 p.m.] immensely rich district. 'l'he com-

Imny had already given "hostages 
to fortune " in the development work they had 
carried on t and the money they had spent on 
machinery. It was therefore quite unnecessary 
to ask them to make a deposit of £5,000 on 
account of the survey. He hoped the Cnm· 
mittee would accept the agreement as it stood. 

l\Ir. LESINA: It was evident that the com­
pany had laid down the law to the Premier, and 
would not permit him to make any alteration 
whatever in the agreement. The hon. gentleman 
had given no reason why the £G,OOO should not 
be Illlt up. He had not intimn,ted that the com­
pany would object to it, but he had intirnrttc•d 
that they would not depart one iota from the 
agreetpent as signed, sealed, and delh-ered. The 
survey was in I_Jrogress, and, as fur as the House 
wa~ concerned, it was sin1ply a farce to ask rnern­
bers to consider the agreement, because it wat~ 
unaltemble. The House was simply asked to 
ratify the agn~ement, and not to be a party to it., 
or a body which had the power of revising and 
amending it. The Premier told them that the 
:Yiinister was in a much better position to make 
such an agreement than the House was. He had 
a propositi0n to make thet any future agre.e­
ment should be allowed to lie on the table 
of the House for a definite period before it; 
was ratified. lYiembers could then study it. ~nrl. 
if there was a consensus of opinion 1n favonr of 
any radiual alteration, then, before th•· valid:t ti<>n 
took place, it could be re"ubmitted to the com­
pany. At present they were simply asked to 
validate or reject, and members who were not 
pledged to oppose such proposals under any cir­
cumstances were placed in a very peculiar posi­
tion, and had placed upon them the responsi­
bility of refusing- to validate the agreement, 
although a majority might wish to see the rail­
way constructed. That was not a fair position 
to put members in. They could not alter the line 
without risking the rejection of the agreement. 

The PREMIER: Without refusing to ratify. 

Mr. LESIN A : They must ratify the whole 
thing, from "A" to "Z." They were simply a 
House of registration, and not a House of deli­
beration or revision. The Government said, 
"There is the agreement; take it or leave it, but 
do not take out a line; don't cross a 't' or dot 
an 'i,' or take out a comma. 1' Their powers of 
deliberation were practically taken away from 
them, and even their powers of ratification were 
curtailed by the operation of the "gag" and the 
"guillotine." The company, out of the fulness 
of their capital, would certainly not object to 
put up £:'\,000 if they had grounds for believing­
that that would remove a serions objection on 
the part of the Labour party. \Vhy should they 
only pay half the cost of survey ? It might not 
amount to a great deal, but when the Commis­
sioner made up his estimate of the co.,t of the 
line, and, if it exceeded £200,000, th~ company 
might decline to put up their part of the deposit, 
and would have put the country to great ex­
pense for the purpose of surveying the line. 

The SJi:ORETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You have not 
read the agreement. 

Mr. LESINA: He had read it very c!oselv. 
Put the matter in this way: At any time within 
three months after the validation of the agree­
ment the Commissioner was to issue his certifi­
cate of cost of construction, 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yes; but 
before that they mu8t pay half the cost of the 
survey. 

11r. LESINA: That was hiR point. They 
might [Jay half the coAt of survey and then 
decline to go on with the work. 

The PmDIIER: Read the first two lines of the 
fifth paragraph of the agreement. 

Mr. LESI:-<A: That made the poRition worse, 
becauae the whole survey would have been com­
pleted, and not until the estimate of the cost of 
construction had been made would the company 
put up anythinR at all, and they could at that 
late stage withdraw from their part of the bar­
gain. 

The ATTORSEY-GESERAL: The first step is to 
a'certain the cost of survey, and when that is 
given the company pay half. 

::\fr. LESINA: Under clan8e 4, when thev 
came to make half of the deposit, would they b"e 
billed with half the coot of the survey? 

The ATTORNEY-GESERAL: No. 

Mr. LESINA: Then they did not need to go 
to clause ii for an interpretation. The latter part 
<:>f that clause said that-

Provided that if the amount of such certHied esti­
mate shall exceed the sum of £200,000 the company 
shall have the option of either withdrawing from the 
agreement or of paying a deposit equal to one half the 
amount of such certified estimate. 
If they did not care to enter into the agreement, 
they need not pay the £100,000, anrl, in that 
case, they only pain half the cost of survey. 
"\Vas he right in that? 

The A•rTORNEY-GENERAL: That is right. 

Mr. LESIN A: The more he pern.<ed the Bill, 
the more mystified the Secretary for Rail ways 
seemed to become. Originally, he looked as if he 
knew something about th8 agreement, but there 
wa., now an air of doubt upon his face, whic:h 
was growing. He intended to press the amend­
ment to a division, because, altogether apart 
from the fact that the com[Jany would have no 
objecthm to making the deposit, the Committee 
could not be expected to accept the principle laid 
down by the Premier that all they had to do was 
to validate the agreement. 

Mr. RYLA:-<D was surprised that the ::\Iinis­
ter would not accept the amendment if it was 
only for the purpose of asserting the privileges 
of the Hou,;e. They should show that they had 
a right to alter any part of the agreement which 
had been entered into. In regard to the amend­
ment itself, the Premier had said that the com­
pany had abundance of money, and there would 
be no clanger of any loss to them if they made 
the deposit asked for. It was simply asking the 
company to indemnify the Government against 
any loss incurred on behalf of the survey. 'rhe 
Premier bad referred to a meeting which had 
taken place between a certain political party and 
a delegation which waited upon them, and had 
said that the political party had insiotecl, after 
the case had been stated, in considering by them­
selves the statements that had been made. 
Surely, if that princil,le was accepted, then, if 
there were any repre,entatives of the syndicate 
within the precincts of the building, they should 
be compelled to go outside. He certainly 
thought that as an assertion of the rights uf the 
House, some amendment should be made in the 
agreement before them. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Hon. members would see that the Bill was one 
to validate an agreement, and if an amendment 
was carried in the agreement it would no longer 
be the agreement arrived at between the com­
pany and the Secretary for Rail ways. 

[Mr. Lesina. 

:1Ir. BowMAN: Do you lhink that is a fair way 
of passing legislation ? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
It was absolutely necessary that the agreement 
should be passed in the form in which it ap­
peared in the Bill. There was no Star Chamber 
business abont the matter, because the House 
could either accept or reject the agreement; but 
they could not amend an agreement which had 
been entered into between the two parties. 
"\Vith regard to the amendment, be would point 
out that the agreement made provision with 
regard to the payment of preliminary expenses. 
The 2nd paragraph of clame 4 provided that-

rpon the reeeipt of sneh not1ce the Commi.:-sioner 
~hall without delay furnish to the eompany an estimate 
of the cost of such suTvey and preparation of plans and 
other documents and the company shall thereupon 
pa~· one half of sueh cost to the Commissioner who shall 
then without delay rnHke such snrvey and shall prepare 
such other plans and documents as he may deem neces­
sary a11d shall bY writing under his band certify what 
is the estimated cost of the construction of the 
Tailway. 
Every hon. member knew that the plans of rdil­
w&ys laid upon the table o± the Home were 
prepared from what was called a "trial survey," 
and that after those plans had been approved a 
second or permanent survey hacl to be made 
before working plans were prepared. \V hen the 
second survey was made curves were often 
altered, and sometimes the route was varied. 
The company were bound by the agreement to 
pay £1 for £1 in connection with the cost 
of survey and of the construction of the railway, 
and if hon. members wanted to get on with this 
business they would not accept the amendment. 

HoN. R. PHfLP assured the Committee that 
this was a bona fide company, and that they had 
the money now to put up the £100,000. Three 
years ago they applied for permission to build 
the line under the Tramways Act., and had the 
money to build it, but the Government foolishly 
refused to gmnt their application. The company 
snfferecl a loss through the line not being built. 
They were very anxious to have the railway 
constructed, "'nd were prepared to put clown 
£100,000 to-morrow if the Governn:ent would 
proceed with the line. He was sati,;fied that if 
the Bill p~ss8cl quickly the company were so 
anxious to build the line that they would provide 
their share of the cost and have it built in twelve 
month., instead of two years. It was no use 
putting blocks in the agreement. 

Mr. LESIXA: Do you call a deposit of £5,000 
a block? 

HoN. R. PHILP: The company were pre­
pared to find, not simply £5,000, but the whole 
of the money necessary to construct the tram­
way. \Vben the estimate of the cost of survey 
wa:; made they would pay one-half the amount 
of that estimate, and when the e<timate of the 
cost of con•tructiun was made they would pay 
one-half of the cost, He would like to see the 
Government build the line, but they would not 
build it-they wanted to build lines in their own 
electorates. 

Mr. BowMAS: Do you think it would be a 
good line for the Government to build? 

HoN. R. PHILP: Yes, he clicl; but the Go­
vernment were not prepared to build it. They 
had too many rubbishy lines in their own elec­
torates, like the Blackall extension and others. 
which every member of the Labour party voted 
for, and they clicl not want to construct this 
railway. He would ask hun. members to pass 
this measure if they wanted to see the mining 
industry and the country prosper, becanRe he 
was certain that the construction of thi,; railway 
would PnC<mrage mining in tbat part of the 
State. They had already passed thirteen lines 
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on the 3 per cent. guarantee principle, and by 
and by they would probably pass more lines on 
that principle, bnt they would find, when they 
had passed twenty or thirty of those 3 per cent. 
guarantee lines, that there would be an agita­
tion in the country to do away with the g-uaran­
tee, because people would say, \Vhy should they 
give a :1 per cent. g-uarantee when other people 
got lines without giving any guarantee? Candi­
dates at election ttme should be asked, "Are you 
prepared to vote for the. withdrawal of the 3 per 
cent. guftrantee'?" And would ansvver uYes," 
and there would be an end to tht' 3 per cent. 
guarantee. 

Mr. :\HTCHELL: He had hnrd several 
members of the OpposiLion who were against 
the Bill admit that the amendment was a. reason­
able one. The Minister told them that the Bill 
was one for validating an agreement between 
the company and the Government. \Vas the 
agreement such that it could not be altered in 
little incidental det"ils? If it was, then they were 
wasting tin1e in di8cussing the n1easnre. If 
the leader of thb Opposition was corre.::t in his 
statement thfLt the company were prepared to 
put up £100,000 at once, surely there would be 
no difficulty in g-etting them to make a small 
deposit of £!),000 as a guarantee that they would 
pay their share of the ex1,enditure incurred. 
\Vith regard to the statement of the Premier 
that the c0m1;~ny had given a good deal of 
guarantee in the work they had done in the 
mine, but that at the present price of copper 
the work they had done would be no use to 
them, he would like to know what was the value 
of such a guarantee? He thought the amend­
ment sf.ould be a<sented to by the Minister, and 
that it should be submitted to the company for 
their acceptance. 'J'he company were not asked 
to pay anything more than was provided for in 
the agreement, but simply to advance £5,000 as 
a guarantee that they would pay their propor­
tionate amount of the expenses incurred in con­
nection with the preliminary work of surveying 
the rail way. 

Mr. COY~E thought they were reaching- a 
pretty "erious stage in the Government of this 
State when the Cabinet could enter into an 
agreement which might be detrimental to the 
interests of the community, bring that agreement 
down to the House, and tell hon. members that 
they could not amend it. If that was the case, 
thete was no use in wasting· the time of the 
Committee over the Bill. Surely the Committee 
were not bound to validate any agreement 
brought along by the Cabinet. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: No; you can throw it out. 
Mr. COY;'\E thought there should be some­

thing between the two alternatives of validating 
or rejecting the Bill. He contended that they 
would guard the interest of the people by adopt­
ing the amendment, and requiring that the com­
pany should make a deposit of £5,000, as a 
guarantee that they would pay their share of the 
preliminary expenses. They were told that the 
Premier could not accept the amendment, and 
that they must pass it as it stood. If that was 

the case, conHtitutional Government 
[;3.30 p. m.] was abolished altogether in Queens-

land, and we had Executive Govern­
ment instead. They were told that they could 
not alter an item ; but, in his opinion, it was the 
duty of members to remedy any defect which 
they saw in th1• Bill, as they were sent here as 
the guardians of the interest• of the people of the 
State. They were told by the Premier that he 
could make a better bargain for Queensland than 
the House could. 

Mr. Mt:RPHY : He did not say that; he said 
that negotiations could be carried on better by 
one man. 

Mr. COY:t\E had taken the words down. and 
they were to the effect that any MinTster could 
make a better bargain in a matter of this descrip­
tion than could the House. That was not 
correct. They had shown defects on the second 
reading, and were prepared to show more before 
the debate closed, unless they were gagged 
altogether, which would operate detrimentally 
to the people of (~ueensland. \Vhat harm conld 
come to the company if they 0nuld prove their 
bona fides by putting- down £5,000, which wonld 
cover the preparation of the plans and also 
other matter' which would have to be g .. ne int<> 
before the line could be commenced. They h,td 
only partly gone through the ~urvey; they werH 
told it was a flying survey. The Minister had 
not said it was going to be a permanent suney. 
If it was not, when were they going to get the 
permanent eurvey, and how did they know 
what more expense the St>th; might be put 
to befort the permanent ,,urvey tnuk place? 
Thi8 was a l1ig- cost to the people of Queensland, 
and if the company were w1t gr•ing to get hig 
profit~, they 'vould not. go into this concern at 
all. \Ve wanted them to take a fair 8hare of the 
cost of preparing for the railw.ty to be built. 
The amendment protected the taxpaye1s, ;nas­
much as the company must deposit the sum of 
£5,000 .,,sa g-uarantee of their bona fides. On a 
former occasion thfre had been an agreeruent 
with this company which was far better than the 
present one, and how did we know that they 
would succeed in getting the money they wanted 
when they went to hawk the conce.ssion on the 
money market. \Ye knew that they had not got 
the funds now to carry on this busines,, 

!Hr. PAGET: But they have been carrying on 
their mines for a long time past. 

Mr. COY:t\E: Yes, carrying them on b "" 
getting exmnptions from time tn time. 

Jl.fr. PAGllT: They are carrying them on with 
their own capital. 

Mr. COYNE: They might be; but it was 
ridiculous to say th•1t these persom who pro­
fessed to own these mines had the cash to in vest 
in the construction of this line. 

Mr. PAGET: They had cash two years ago to 
build the rail way. 

l\Ir. COYNE: They had not got the cash ; 
they were l\Oing to hawk the concession which 
this Bill gave them all round the world. If they 
had the cash, why did they demur Rt paying 
this small amount of £5,000 to prove their ~ana 
fides. The Government should accept the amend­
ment in order to show that there was •ome 
hone~ty behind the matter; and, if they did not 
accept it, the outside public would have good 
reasons to be very suspicions of the wbole con­
cern. 

Mr. MURPHY thought the best guarantee 
thac the agreement would be fulfilled was the 
fact that the company had already agreed to 
construct this line themselves. 

Mr. OoYXE : They will agree to anything. 
Mr. MURPHY : They had asked permission 

to construct a tramway under the tramway pro­
visions of the Mining Act, but the Governme!lt 
refused to issue them leases, because they drd 
not consider it desirable that the carrying- trade 
of that portion of the Cloncurry district should 
be handed over to a prh·ate company. If this 
end of the Cloncurry field was going- to prosper, 
it was desirable that the railway should be con­
trolled by the State. In 1900, at the time the 
big stonewall was being carried on by the 
Labour party against syndicate railwayo, the 
present Premier brou.:>;ht forward a motion, 
which read-

That this House, recognising that there ls a demand 
for railways in several districts where the Government 

Mr. Murphy.] 
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are not at present justified in building railways at the 
sole risk and charge of the State, is of opinion that 
the Government should introduce legislatiOn, of general 
application, p1·oviding that the Government may receive 
from the persons interested in having E-uch a railway 
bnilt, a cash deposit of not les~ than one-half of the 
estimated cost of construction, and on receipt of such 
deposit procred to eonstruv~ snch railway. 
The present Premier then went on to use argu­
ments eimilitr to those he had used in connection 
with the line from Cloncurry to :\Iount Elliott. 
There was not the slightest doubt in his mind 
that that motion was considered at the Labour 
caucus befnre it was moved, because the only 
members of the House who spoke on that occa­
sion were the hon. junior member for Gympie 
and the late hon. senior member for Charters 
Towers, :Ylr. Dunsford. 

~Ir. RYLAND: It" as a very good motion. 

:Yir. MURPHY: .:\Ir. Ryland said this­

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber must address an hon. member by the name of 
his constituency. 

Mr. MURPHY: 
~Ir. RYLAXD did not look upon the proposal of the 

hon. 1nember for nockhampton as a new t-icheme of rail­
way construction, because it 'vas bnt an extension and 
improvement of the guarantee principle. Under the 
existing Act gnaran tees could be accepted from a local 
authority, from a number of local authorities com­
bined, or from a local authority in conjunction with a 
~ompany or private indiddnal, anl the scheme sub­
mitted by the hon. member for Rockha.mpton practi­
-cal}~· permitted tbe acceptance of a guarantee from a. 
private individual or company. in the form of a cash 
deposit of an agreed proportion of the estimated cost of 
construction of the line. "'hen the Government could 
not undertake the construction of a line thcv would be 
justified in adopting the hon. member's propOsal, which 
was tar better than the proposals at present before the 
Rouse. 

* * * Mr. DU~SFORD approYed of the proposal as pro-
viding a new system under which individuals or com­
panies might lend to the State a certain portion of the 
capital necessary to construct railways. Fnder this 
scheme the State would be able to give assistance to 
secure railway communication to a district rPquiring it, 
and at. the sttme time it would not involve any depar­
ture from the recognised policy of State ownership, 
control, and management of railways, which was so 
strongly contended for by hon. members on his side. 

Mr. RYLAND: Quite correct. 

Mr. MURPHY: The 1900 proposal was a 
somewhat sin•ilar one to that now before the 
House, awl the Labour party, as evidenced by 
the speeche)l of Mr. Dunsford and the hon. 
member for Gyrnpie-and at that time he 
thought l'rfr. Dunsford was a member of the 
Labour executive-showed that they were not 
prepared to stop the development of mining 
fields by refusing the assistance of private com­
panies to construct railways or tramways to 
those centres. 

:\fr. Jo~ms: That is an advance party. 

~Ir. MURPHY : Here the State built the 
line anrl maintained it, and every man who 
worked on the railway would be a Sta'te employee, 
under the control of the Commissioner for Rail· 
ways. The farf'" and freights were fixed by the 
Bill, and at the end of fifteen years the Mount 
Elliott Company had to get their share of the 
money back. Their interest hitd to be purchased 
as a gomg concern on business principles. He 
did not intend to vote for the a1nend1nent, 
because the best guarantee tba t the line would 
be constructed was that the company were quite 
prepared to build it under the Tramwavs Act 
themselves. • 

.Mr. RYLAND was in accord with the quota­
tion made by the hon. member for Croydon. 
That ~as a sound proposal made by the present 
Prem1er on that occasion in opposition to the 
syndicate railways then before the House, and 

[Mr. 11£ urphy. 

to which he (:Yir. Ryland) gf,ve his assent. It 
was on the san1t footing as the guaranteed lines, 
where the local authority placed in the hands of 
the Gm·ernment the security of the land, so as to 
make up the deficiency on a line. A private 
company had no permanent security, because 
mines fluctuated in value, and the mine, which 
was worth something to-day, might not be worth 
anything· in twelve months' tirne, and rnining 
cornpanies, under those circumstaoces, had no 
security to offer as regarded their prop~rty. It 
would, therefore, be necnsary for a muung com­
pany to give a cash guarantee to the Govern­
ment, after which the Government would be 
quite justified in going on with the work. It 
would he a Government line rigbt from the 
ctart ; there was no consulting the syndicate 
about survey fees or anything else. If it did 
not pay, the Government would simply draw 
on the deposit to ma,ke np the deficiency in. the 
same way as they would collect a rate m a 
benefited area to make up a deficiency. There 
was nothing in connection with that proposal 
about the rates being 50 per cent. higher than on 
Government lines. There was no proposal to 
repurchase the railway on a basis of twenth-eight 
four-se\'enth tin1es the average annual earnings. 
The only proposal made by the hon. gentleman 
in 1900 was that the Government should obtam 
a monetary deposit from a company, to be drawn 
upon if the line did not pay. There was no need 
for the hon. member for Croydon to go back to 
1900. If he read his (Mr. Ryland's) speech on 
the second reading of this Bill, he would find 
that he said that the present Government should 
get a monetary guarantee from the company. 
That was the proposal he was prepa,red to stand 
by now. 

Question-That the words proposed to be in­
serted be so inserted (1llr. Lesina's amendment)­
put; and the Committee divided :-

::\Ir. Adamson 
Barber 

,, Bowman 

AYEs, 22. 

Coyne 
Hamilton 
Hard acre 
Hunter, J. ~L 
Huxham 
Jenkinson 
Jones 

:\fr. Land 
Lennon 
Le sin a. 

, 1\Iay 
McLacblan 
::VIitcbell 

, 1\Iulcahy 
:Mullan 
PaYne 

,, Ry1and 
Kcogh ., Winstanley 

Tellers: }Ir. Huxham and Mr. Ryland. 
~OES, 38. 

}1r. A irey 1'Ir. Kerr 
, Appel Kidston 
,. Barnes, G. P. ~-Tarkintosh 
., Barnes, \-V. H. )!ann 

Bell Maxwell 
Blair ... l\'lurpby 
Hrennan Paget 

,. Campbell J'etric 
, Cottell PbiiD 

Co-wap Rankln 
, Denham Retlwood 
,, Douglas Roberts 

Forrest ~omt :set 
G1·ant Stodr:Jl't 
GraYson Snmner 

, Gulln Tllorn 
Hawthorn \Yal"kcr 
Herbertson \rhite 

., Hunter, J). 1Yoods 
Tellr:ts: Mr. Appel and ~rr. \roo!15. 

Resolved in the negative. 
Mr. Hl;XHA.l\I moved the omis,ion, in 'sub­

section (iii.) ot paragraph 6, of the following 
words:-" at the cost of tbe Govfrntnent and 
without anv extra cost to the company," after 
the word "completed," in line 72, with the view 
of inserting the words-
and the total cost of the construction of the railway 
shall be borne in equal proportions by the Government 
and by the company. 
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In entering into a contract, the responsibiiit.y 
should rest upon the company :;swell as upon the 
State ; and the amendment would provide an 
admirable mean., of apportioning the cost of the 
railway. They had it from the :t\linister that 
both parties would subscribe £1 for £1; and he 
could n<)t see why any additional cost should 
have to be bome by the Government. The 
amendment was eminently fair, and should be 
accepted. The two parties would then be equal 
partners in the bnsinesq, 

The SECRETARY FOR RAJLWAYS: 
::VIembers would notice that a provision was made 

in the clause that the railway should 
[7 p.m.J be completed Pot the CJSt of the Go-

VP-rnnlent. The Comn1issioner was 
the officer who fixed the cost after surveys h"-d 
been made by his own officers, and then he built 
the railway. It was not the company that was 
building the rail way ; and, after he had fixed the 
cost, was is not a reasonable thing that he should 
carry out the work at that cost? The Commis­
sioner, as a responsible officer, was not likely to 
under-estimate the cost. 

::\Ir. Bow3IA};: Does he ever under-e3timate 
the cost of a railway? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The 
Commissioner would take good care to be very 
careful in not under-estimating tha cost, and he 
was certain there would be no under-estimation. 
Therefore the amendment was urineces>ary. It 
would ba quite a different matter if the company 
were building the rail way. It waR needless to 
say that such an amendment could not be sc­
cepted. 

.Mr. BOIV.MAN: The Secretary for Railways 
would lead the Committee to believe that the 
Commissioner could not make a mistake in the 
cost of construction, and he (Mr. Bowman) had 
interjected, Had the Commissioner n~ver made 
a mistake in his estimate''? 

The SECRETARY FOR HAILWAYS: All the rail­
ways constructed under day labour have been 

. completed under the estimate. 

Mr. BO\VMAN: The hon. gentleman would 
lead them to believe that the Commissioner was 
infallible-that he could do nothing wrong, like 
the hon. gentleman himself. He considered the 
amendment was fair, for this reason: If the 

·estimate of the Commissioner was exceeded, it 
was unfair that the country should pay the 
extra cost and allow the company to go sco~ free. 
From what they had heard from the Secretary 
for Railways and the Premier, it was practically 
a waste of time to discuss any item in the agree­
ment. They were told that if they altered it in 

.n,ny respect they would lose the chanco of having 
the line constructed, because the agreement had 
been entered into between the l\Iinister and the 
directors of the company. If, in fnture, they 
were going to carry on legislation in that manner, 
there was verv little use in meeting at all. \Vhy 

, shonld the Cabinet enter into an agreement 
which the 1najority of mernbers could nt:1t nlt.er, 
whether they were opposed to any portion of it 
or not: How did the h·m. gentleman know that 
the con1pany would not accept the agreement 
with son1e amenr1rnents? 

The PREMIER: I do not know. 

• Mr. BOWMAN: No; and the hon. gentle­
,man did not seem tr, care. That was the trouble. 
He had simply put his h'\ck against the wall. 

The PRE,IIER: Not at all. 

Mr. BO\Vl\IAN: The hon. gentleman bad 
been conspiring for the last twelve months with 
the company, and he told the House that about 
twenty different agreements were drawn np 
before one could be arrived at which was satis­
Jactory to both parties, and be asked the House 

to s\z allow it holm bolus. He did not suggest 
that the Secretary for Rail ways made the agree­
ment. He que,tioned Yery much whether he 
bad the ability to do so. But they knew that 
the Premier, who wets Scotch and canny, was 
fairly good at making- arrangements, whether 
they were for the benefit of the State or not. 

:Yir. IV. H. BAHNES: Have you had experi­
ence? 
·Mr. BOW:\IAX: He should think he hac! 

had during the laot few days-an experience he 
was Hot likely to forget. 'rhe Government was 
simply flouting a majoritY of the representatives, 
if they did not back down and do what the 
Premier told them to do. He objected to the 
agreement principally becanse it had been cub 
and dried, and because they were asked to 
swallow it or leave it alone. 

Hon. D. F. DENH.U!: It is worth swallowing. 
Mr. BOWMAN: 'l'he bon. gentleman knew 

something about swallowing. He had had a 
fair experience of swallowing principles, and 
ought to be an authority on the question. 

Hon. D. F. DE};HA1!: Always on the same 
tack. 

:\Ir. BO\VMAN: At one period of the hon, 
gentleman's career they saw him sitting oppo­
site, sometimes taking the acting leadership in 
the absence of the Premier, and the hon. gentle­
man had now nothing but kind words to say in 
regard to a proposal of this kind. 

Hon. D. F. DE.'iH.UI: This is an occasion for 
kind words. 

Mr. BO\V},IA~ : On this occasion, because 
it was a quesoion of syndicate lines, the hon . 
gentleman could see eye to ey@ with thb Premier. 
The Premier has been able to play off one party 
against the other. He had been very glad to 
receive support from the Labour party for legis­
lation that suited them and him; but when it 
came down to a question of assisting a syndicate, 
he knew the Labour party would not supporb 
him. If there was an amendment in which the 
hon. gentleman himself believed, apparently he 
could not accept it. 

Hon. D. F. DENHAM: This is too good to risk. 
:'11r. BOIVMAN : If the amendment was a 

good one, it should be acceptable to the com­
pany. His 1carty desired to safeguard the 
interests of the State, and tbat was the purpose 
of the amendment. He hoped members of the 
Opposition would yet be able to see that the 
interests of the State should be safeguarded, and 
that they would be found voting with his party 
even at that eleventh hour. 

Mr. MULLAN : The Premier, in speaking 
on the schedule the other day, asked members to 
show him in what respects the agreement was a 
bad business transaction. He would draw the 
hon. gentleman's attention to the section ":ith 
which they were now dealing. Now, notwith­
standing the opinion of the Secretary for Rail­
ways to the contrary, the line might cost a 
considerable sum more than the estimated cost, 
and it was not fair th:tt the State should pay the 
whole extra cost. He would draw attention to 
clause 12 of the agreement, which said-

ThM amount of such net. profits for each such period 
shall be appropriated as follows:-

FIIlSTLY.~Tbe Commissioner ~hnll retain such pm·­
tion of the nmount of such profits as is equal to 
interest at the rate of three pounds ten shillings 
per centum per annum on one-half of the certi­
fied estimate of cost of construction of the 
railway (or such completed section as evidenced 
by a certificate of the Commissioner given as 
herein before provided) and the amount of such 
1nterest shall for each half yen.r ending the 
thirty-first day of December and thirtieth day 
of June respectively be a first charge upon such 
profits. 

Mr. Mullan.J 
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That meant that they would get interest on one­
half on the certified estimated cost of construc­
tion, but, if the cnst of con>truction exceeded the 
estima.te, they v.ronld get no intere~t nn the 
exce,,s, He would ask the Premier whether that 
was a fail' proposal as far as the Rtate \vas C<..1n­
cerned ? If th<> estim~tte were exceedfd by 
£50,000, the State would recfive nu inten't at 
all. 

Que,tion put. 

Mr. MULLAN thought he was entitled to an 
answer to his question as to whether the Premier 
thought it was a fair thing that the country should 
receive no interest on any possible excess cost of 
construction. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
said he would answer the hon. member. The 
agreement laid it down that the Commissioner 
was to make an estimate of the cost of construc­
tion, and be was not likely to under-estimate the 
cost. 

Mr. :\[ULLAN: That is not the point. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\VAYS: 
The hon. nJember wanted to make not only his 
own speech but his (1\lr. Kerr's) also. 

llfr. :\fcLLAN: \Veil, somebody will want to 
make it for you. (Labour laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The Commissioner wn,• not likely to estimate 
the cost at le'" than the railway could be built 
for. The late :\Iinister for R tllwaYs, the hon. 
member for Oxley, showed, in 1~0G, that up to 
that time 222 miles of rail way had heen con­
structed by day labour at a 'av'ing of £G0,818 on 
the estirnatecl co,t. That showed that the Com­
missioner and hie officers were not in the habit 
of un~er-e,:imating the cost of railways they had 
to bmld. In any case, having regard to the fact 
that the Commissioner would construct the line, 
it was only fair that if the cost exceeded his 
estimate the extra amount should be paid by the 
State. 

Mr. "-1ULLAN : The Minister had failed to 
explain the point which he had raised. He was 
not taking exception just now to the fact that 
the State would have to pay the extra amount 
above the estimated cost of crmstruction. The 
point he wished to make was that, in the event 
of the certified estimate of cost being exceeded, 
there was no provision in the agreement under 
which the country would receive interest on the 
amount of money expended in excess of the 
certified estimate of cost of construction. 

The SEORETAI\Y FOI\ RAILWAY~: \Villnot that 
make the Commissioner careful? 

Mr. l\IULLA::'{: He was making a speech 
now. (Laughter.) The Premier had told the 
Committee thac this was a good sound business 
transaction, and he would be pleased to hear 
from the hon. gentleman how he could justify 
that statement in the face of the fact that the 
State might spend £15,000 or £20,000 on which 
it would receive no ink rest? 

The PREMIER: The hon. membe1· made a 
very good point from his standpoint, but hon. 
members should remember that in making a 
bargain of this kind it was neither very wise 
nor very fair to try to have it all their own way. 

Mr. MULLAN: The company are getting it all 
their own way. 

The PREMI:ER: No; he thought he could 
sho_w that the company were not getting all 
thetr own way. Hon. members oppmtte were 
very desirous of retaining the building and work­
,ing of this railway in the hands of the Commis­
sioner. W ~r!' they prepared to pay anything 
for that pnv1lege? The company were to put 
down £100,000 towards the cost of a railway 

[Mr. M ullan. 

with the construction of which thev would have, 
nothing whatever to do. The Commis,;ioner 
could make the railway any way he liked, and 
the people who were to find half the money 
would have nothing whatever to do with what 
the railway cost to construct. \Vas it not reason­
able to suppose that if any hon. member w~re 
croing into a business of that sort he would ltke ro know where his liabilit.ies stopped? And 
was it not equally reasonable for the company to 
want to know where their liabilities stopped? 
\Vould it he a fair proposition that the company 
should first put down £100,000, and then, after 
they had gone into the business to that extent, 
the Commissioner should come along and ask for 
another £20,000, ami later on for another 
£20,000? \Vould any sane man go into a busi­
ness like that? Suppos>• the Government and 
the company entered into this business on half­
shares and the Comrni,sioner could f'pend any 
amour{t of money he liked on making a _railway 
which in the opinion of the company m1ght not 
be necbsary for their business or their traffic--

Mr. BmniA.S:: Is the Commissioner likely to 
do that'? 

The PRE::\IIER: He did ilot think the Com­
xnissioner w :s likely to do it ; but he \Vas. not 
the company who were putting their money 1nto 
the busines,,, He might tell the company that 
the Ccm1mhsion~r was not likely to do snch a 
thing, and they would probably reply, "\Veil, !f 
the Commis,,,ioner is not likely to do that, there tc: 
no danger in putting the risk on you." That 
would be a quite natural and quite fair reply. 
If the State spent a l::l1ge sum over the "'l"reed 
amount, he thought it was quite right that the 
State should pay that extra amount. 

Mr. I\In~LAN: Y on will not get 3~ per cent. on 
that extra amount. 

The PRE:\iiER : He thought tbe State would 
get 3+, per cent. on the coRt of construction. 
Beside,, being a safeguard to the company, this 
provision would also be a check on the Commis­
sioner because that officer, knowing that if he 
in vest~d any money in the rail way over £100,000 
that extra monev would earn no interest, would 
be doubly carefu'l to see that he made ap estimate 
which was likely to cover-and a_ httle more 
tban cover-the cost of constructton. If the 
Comtnissioner n1ade a n1istake in his estimate. 
the country would have to pay for it, just as the 
country would have to pay for any mistake ~e 
might make in connection with any other ratl­
way. He did not think there was the slightest 
clanger that the Commissioner would exceed 
appreciably the estimate he would make of the 
cost of construction. 

HoN. D. F. DENHAi\1 !Jointed out that in 
the construction of the last section nf the Clon­
currv Hailwav the Commissioner's estimate had 
beell' very lar"gely exceeded bv reason of floods, 
which destroyed work that had been done. 

Mr. Bow;~r AN: May not the same thing happen 
on this railway? 

Hox. D. F. DEXHAM: This railway was 
to be constructed in the same belt of country, 
and some heavy flood might destroy the work 
there. \Vould it not be wise, then, to make pro· 
vision in the agreement for such contingencies as 
floods? 

l\ir. Bo\H!AN: Y on cannot do that; it is signed 
and sealed. 

HoN. D. }'. DE='<HAM thought they could 
1nake such a proYision. 

Illr. LESIX A: The suggestion of the hon. 
member for Oxlev was a valuable one, but he 
appeared to o1·erlook the fact that the Committee 
had been tied up. 

Hon. D. F. DENHAM: The Commissioner ha~ 
not given the infornmtion yet.' 
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Mr. LESINA: What did it matter whether 
he gave the inform<ttion or not? Information 

generally produced some change in 
[7.30 p.111.] a man's mind, but what g·ood would 

it do? They had to swallow this 
like a child •wallowed a dose of caHtor oil-take 
it whether they liked it or not. The deed bad 
been done in Executive darkness, now it had 
been dragged into the light of day, but they 
had the ''guillotine" and "gag" before them, 
and they could do nothing. If they rose en 
rnasse they might reject it, but a lot of members 
did not care to do that because they wished to 
see capital invested and the district go ahead, 
although the agreement was not so good as it 
would hctve been bad they been permitted to 
improve it. They had to take it or leave it; 
therefore, what was the good of wasting time? 
The Premier had made up his mind. The 
Government simply turned to their followers and 
told them to get into line. They were docile, 
obedien~ followers, and knew on which side their 
bread was buttered. They would not risk an 
appeal to the electors over a small private line 
like thi•;. ·what if there was .£150,000 vf public 
money investfd in it? The monPy came out of 
the taxpayer~.;' pockets, and their' salaries were 
safe, ond why should they worry about it? The 
Minister for Railways and the Premier simply 
looked over their shoulders and scowled, and 
there was no protest. 'l'he division bell rang, 
and they all got into line. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted (JI,·. Huxham's a?1lendment) stand part 

. of the schedule-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

An:s, 36. 
~\Ir. J.irey ::\:Ir. Hunter, D. 

, _.\.ppel Kerr 
Barnes, G. P. Kidston 
l~arncs, 1L H. l\Iackinto5h 

. , Barton , )Iann 
Bell , ~Iaxwell 

. , Blair )loore 
Brennan , ::\.1urphy 

, Campbell , I>aget 
Oottell ,, Petrie 

., Oowap , Philp 
Den ham l~ed wood 

,. Douglas ,. Robert~ 
, , J<'onest Sumner 

Grant , Rwayne 
., Grayson , Thorn 
,, Hawthorn , 1Valkcr 

IIerbertson \.Yoods 
Tell e.->: Mr. Cottell and ::IIr. Grant. 

~fr. ~""-damson 
Barber 
Bowman 

, Coyne 

~OES, 21. 

Hamilton 
Hardacre 
Hunter. J. ::IL 
Huxham 
Jones 

,, Keogh 
J..~and 

:lir. Lennon 
Lesina 
::IIav 

, :\Ictachlan 
Mitchell 
::IIulc:tl!y 
.:\'lnllan 
l)ayne 
Ryland 
l.Yinstanley 

Tellers: 1Ir. Adamson and ~Ir. Barber. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Mr. ·woODS intended to move the insertion, 
on line 25, after "agreement," of the words-

Provided that the rate of wages to be paid by the 
Commissioner to workmen employed upon the con­
struction of the railway shall not be less than the rate 
ot wages prevailing in the district for work of a similar 
nature. 

Mr. LESIXA: It is not specific enough. We 
want 10s. a day as a minimum wage. Are you 
game to make it 10s. a day? 

Mr. WOODS: ·when the Etheridge Railway 
Bill was going through the Chamber, the hon. 

member moved an amendment that the wages 
should be Hs. a day, which wa.s 1s. a day less 
than the ruling rate of wages in that district. 

Mr. LESINA: They were gettillg I o, Gd. 
The CHAIR:-.JAN": I must ask bon. members 

to refrain froru interjecting while another bun. 
gentleman has the floor. 

l\1r. LESIN"A rose to corr0ct a misstatement 
made by the hon. member. 

Ho:>OGRADLE l\1E~IDERS : Order, order ! 

The CHAIRMAN : I would point out that 
tbe hon. gentleman will not be in urder in doing 
that. The hon. member for \Voothakata has the 
floor. 

Mr. LESIXA: He rose to make a personal 
explanation. 

The Pmmnm : Y on cannot rise to make a 
personal explanation. 

Mr. LESINA: When the Etheridge Bill 
was g·oing through the Chamber, the principle 
that the minimum rate of wage of the people 
engaged in the construction of tbat line c;bould 
be g.,. a day was settled. 

Mr. \VooD~: That is not a point of order. 

l\Ir. LE8IX A : It was a personal exph,na­
tion. The principle laid down was that !ls. a 
day should he the minimum wage, and not the 
maximum. They must not pay less than 9s. 
Under this amendment they could pay Is. Gd. 

Mr. ·woODS was rather sorry 1"hat it had 
become necessary, after what had taken pbce 
when the :Etberidge Hail way passed, for the hon. 
member for Clermont to have to make a per­
sonal explanation about nwving a rninin1u1n 
wage for men in Kortb Queensland, which was 
ls. a day less than w9.s p:tid to men in that 
district. 

The CHAIR:\IAN : I understand the hon . 
n1en1ber is going to n1ove an amendment. I will 
be glad if he will move the amendment, and stick 
to the question. 

;\Ir. \VOODS formally moved the amendment. 

l\Ir. l\IcLACHLA!:\' : There will be no work of 
a sin1ilar nature. 

Mr. \VOOD8: If that was the case, what was 
the object of the deputation which waited on the 
:Minister for Railways the other day in connec­
tion with the workmen on the Cloncurry Rail­
way? 

Mr. MULLA!:\': To get a minimum wage. 

Mr. \VOODS: Was not this a continuation of 
the Cloncurrv Railway? He would like to point 
out to the ho"ll. men1ber for Charters Towers that 
he knew more about railway construction than 
the hon. member did. 

Mr. BmniAN : Seeing that you are a prospec­
tive con1missioner. 

Mr. \VOODS: He was endeavouring, by the 
amendment, to prevent the necessity for ai_Jy 
deputation waiting upon the Minister for Rail­
ways, or any other lVIinister, for the purpose of 
preventing men in the outside districts receiving 
less than a legitimate wage. 

Mr. CoYNE: Specify a minimum amount. 

Mr. \VOODS: As was the case when the hon. 
member for Clermont moved a minimum, the 
result wauld be that the minimum wage would 
be the maximum, particularly on railway con· 
struction. 

Mr. Conm: Not necessarily. 

Mr. \VOODS: He hoped the amendment 
would be carried, and confidently looked for 
support to the members of the Labour party. 

Mr. Woods·] 
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The PREMIER: The Government could not 
accept the amendment, not because he thought it 
W<'Uld do any harm--

Mr. Conm: The company would not ha1e it. 
The PREMIER: The position would be that 

it would not be the agreement the company had 
signed. 

).lr. LEsiNA: That is why you signed it behind 
the back of Parliament. 

The PREMIER: He did not. 
Mr. LRSIXA : Y on did. 
1\Ir. LExxox: The company is the dominant 

partner. 
The PRE).IIER: :Further, he did not think 

the amendment was at all necesF<try. Throy had 
passed about a dozen railways thi~ session, not 
one of which would be built under different con­
ditions, so far as the Railway Commissioner and 
his wages were concerned, to this railway. The 
Commissioner had complete control in regard to 
the wages paid on those railways, the same as 
he would have over the wages paid on this rail­
way. No one ever suggested that any provision 
of that kind was nece,sarv in connection with 
State railways. There was a regulation that 
the wages paid must be the rulinb' rate of wages 
in the district. 

:VIr. LESINA: That is a very elastic regulation. 
Mr. MAXN : It is not. 
l\Ir. LEsiNA: I nm speaking to your master. 
The CHAIRMA::'-1' : I must ask hon. mem-

bers to refrain from interjecting while the 
Premier is speaking. 

The PREMIER: It would '1ot make one 
pennyworth of difference to anyone working un 
the railway whether tbey put in the amendment 
or not; but, as a matter of business, it would 
make a great difference, inasmuch as it would 
be an alteration in the agreement signed by the 
representatives of the Government, and would 
be ef]uivalent to a refusal on the part of Parlia­
ment to ratify the agreement. 

Mr. vV. H. BARXES: Agre~ments have been 
altered in the past without jeopardising them. 

The PREMIER: That was so; but the 
alterations were such as would not affect the 
poqition of the company. It was much better 
l hat the agreement should be passed as it was, 
11nless some serious blmni:-:hes \Vere di.~covered. 

Mr. HAMILTON : The amendment was not 
definite enough, and he would endeavour to get 
in the amendment he had 'm tended moving by 
making an amendment in the amendment of the 
hnn. member for vVoothakata. He moved that 
all the words after the words "Provided that" 
be omitted, with a view of inserting-
no "\vorkman shall be employccl at any time upon the 
construction of the railway nt a wage which is less than 
tbe rate o( ten .shillings for every 'vorking day of eight 
hours. 
It wa.s all very well for the I"remier to say that 
men would get the ruling rate of wage~ ; but 
what was the ruling rate of wages? A deputa­
tion hacl to w~it on the }Iini,ter the other day 
on account of the differential r,ctpg of pay on the 
Cloncurry railway. 'l'he engineers in charge 
endeavoured to cut wages in order to do the 
work cheaply, and a reduction was made from 
9s. to 7s. a day. The Minister told the depnta· 
tion that the engineer either misunderstood or 
exceeded his instructions. Some time ago, when 
he C:Hr. Hamilton) was in the district, men 
doing surface work at the mines were receh ing 
10s. per clay, and men working below were 
getting more. It would not be fair to let it be 
possible for men to be paid less than 10s. a clay 
in a district where everything was dear. Of 
course the amendment would not prevent men 
getting more than lOs. 

[Hon. W. Kidston. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
did not think either amendment was necessary, 
because the rate of wages that had been paid on 
the Cloncurry Rail way ranged from 10s. to lls. 
Gd. per day. If they fixed the rate at 10s., that 
would be the amount that would be paid. He 
was not g,Jing to accept either amendment. 

* ).fr. MA ::'>IX: It appeared as if the hon. mem­
ber for Gregory wished it to be understood that 
the highest wages to be paid upon rail ways 
would be those upon what were known as Hyndi­
cate railway;. Supposing the men on the line 
from Tolga to Johnstone River were paid as 
they were paid in the Cairns district-Ss. a day 
-when th~ wet weatber came on, some chaps 
would get up in the camp and st<y, "'\Vhat is 
the good of staying on a blessed Government 
line like this? '\Ve will go out to the }Iount 
Elliott Tramway, where we will get 10s. or lls. 
a dav." The statement wo•Jld he made all over 
the 'state that uompanies were paying better 
wages than the Government. He was pleased 
to see that hon. members in the corner now 
recognised that this was a Government line. 
This line would be built by the Commissioner, 
like all the other railways they had passed this 
session. Yet hon. members in the corner had 
allowed all those railways to pass without saying 
one word about the rate of wages to be paid. 

Mr. CoYXE: It is about time you established 
the principle of a minimum wage. 

Mr. MANN: They would not have beard a 
word about it in this case only that bon. mem­
bers were trying to put other members in a hole 
by asking them to vote for 10s. a day. During the 
late election campaign he heard of men working 
on the Chillagoe Railway for 7s. a day, and he 
was asked what kind of a Government he was 
supporting that paid such wages. He Raid that 
the men who were working for 7s. a day were 
not working men at all, but were simply "beer­
swipers,'~ for no man worthy the name of man 
would navvy in the Chillagoe district for 7s. a 
day. It would barely pay his board and lodging. 

:Mr. COYNE: Do you want to see the same 
thing obtain in the '\Vest? 

:Mr. ).fANN : He never said what he wished 
to see or what he did not wish to see. He would 
point out that there was not one word of protest 
about the wages paid on the other railways in the 
\Vest, such as the Blackall line. If they soughb 
to establish the principle of paying higher 
wages upon railways in which companies were 
concerned, they would have a demand from t~e 
working men of Queensland for more of these rall­
ways. They would say that, if tbey could get 
1 ,, a day more on a rail way like this, thP Govern­
ment should make agreements with other com­
panies, so that they could get a decent wage. 

Mr. CoYXE: That will suit year side right 
down to the ground. 

2\Ir. l\IAN::'-1': He had been nan·ying for 
twelve or thirteen years, and hacl always stuck 
out for the highest wages. Although he was not 
a member of a union at that timA, he had alw.<ys 
been the first man to lay down his toob ,\nd the 
last to piek them up again, while others who 
talked about unionism did nothing. 

J\Ir. McLr.AN: '\Vhy did you join " union 
afterwards ? 

?>Ir. :VIAXN: For the benefit of his fellow 
workers. He was working on the Cairns Rail­
way when Gilbert Casey came round and asked 
the men to join the union. He refused, because 
he said if there was a strike he would be the first 
to lay down his tools and the last to take them 
up again. When they wanted to strike for 9s. a 
day some of the unionists refused to go on 
strike. 
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:Hr: l\IuLLAX : Then you were ao good as a 
union man? 

::\Ir. ::\IA:.'\1"~ believed be was a good deal better 
than a union man. 

::\Ir. BowMAX: You want to join us, Jack. 
\V e are on strike. 

11r. MA~X: If be thought that they were 
genuine, he would join them. (Laughter.) If 
be thought they were earne't in their opposition 
to the Bill, and really believed it would be a 
curse to Queensland, be would feel very much 
inclined to join them. 

A LABOl:R ::-.IEJIBER. : Y on would not be allowed 
to join us. 

::\Ir. MAX~: He wa'l a free agent. If he went 
out of Parliament to-morrow, it would not affect 
him in the least. But hon. mPnJbers in that 
corner were not free agents. They were bound 
by a platform, and they had largely to do what 
other people told them. 

l'.Ir. Bow~IAX: \V ere you bound when vou 
signed it? • 

1Ir. ::'.IANN: When he came into that Cham­
ber be came in on a perfectly sound basis. He 
came in to support a coalition Government. The 
official organ of the partv' agreed that for the 
time being the Labour pla'tform should remain in 
abeyance. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I would ask the 
hon. m em her to keep to the question before the 
Committee. 

1Ir. MA::\N did not wish to be drawn off the 
track ; and, if the Chairman would keep those 
members in the corner quiet, he would trv and 
stick close to his argument. If they agre-ed to 
~he amendmen_t of tbe_hon. member for Gregory, 
1t would be hke telhng the working men of 
Queensland that, if they wanted high wages, 
they should get as many syndicate railways as 
possible. Hon. m em hers in the corner seemed to 
desire to establish that principle. It bad been 
tried on the Etheridge railway ; and, although 
the amendment was not carried, still an attempt 
wa;, made to put into operation the principle 
that, wherever the Government and a company 
worked together to bnild a railway, higher wages 
should be paid than on a purely State railway. 
He would not object to the amendment if it were 
not so delightfully vague. The bon. member 
gave them no idea of what hemeantbya "work­
man." There were .numbers of boys of sixteen 
or seventeen engaged in c«rrying water on the 

railways. \V ere they to get 10s. a 
[8 p. m.] day? If they applied to the ganger 

for work be would say, "\Veil, my 
lads, I would like to give yon a job, bnt I have to 
ptty 10s. a day to adult, able-bodied men. If, 
when you are finished canying water, you can 
go into the cutting and can take your share of 
the work, I will employ you." There were other 
yonng men er;g~~ged in carrying dog-spike:::. and 
holts and laymg them along,ide the sleepers. 
There were others engaged sitting on the bars 
and holding up the sleepers for the men who did 
the spiking. \V ere they to get 10s, a day'? Then 
be bad seen men. of over sixty-five years of age 
engaged m breakmg the stone' among the river 
boJlast. \V_ere they to get 10s., or wonld they 
be put on p1ecework? 

~Ir. MuLLAN: None of them would get 10;. a 
day if yon had your way. 

Mr. JI.IA~N : The hem. gentleman judged him 
by wb"'t be would get himself. Xo ganger would 
give him 10s. a day. (Laughter.) lf the amend­
ment were agreed to, then only men in the prime 
of life would sncceed in getting work. Take, for 
instance, the lifting gang-the men who carried 
the levers and lifted the road-were they only to 

get the same wage as the men who did the pack­
ing under the sleepers? He contended that 
there would always be different rates of wages 
for different classes of work on the railway. 
But under the hon. gentleman's amendment 
there would be no room for vouths or old men 
on any of the numerous works authorised by 
Parliament. He thought the whole thing should 
be left in the bands of the Commissioner. The 
House controlled the CommiPsiuner through the 
::'.llinister, and if a rate of wages was paid which 
the House did not think adequate, then the 
House would make it very clear to the Secretary 
for R<tilways that they thought that the wages 
were too low. As a matter of fact, 8\'ery man 
in a district where railway construction '\Vas 

being carried on would protest against the pay­
!TIPnt of low wttges. Hotel and storekeepers 
and other business men believed in the principle 
of paying good wages, because if the men were 
paid well they spent money freely, and if the 
wageR \vere too l<nv business men \Vould be con­
stantly protesting to the Secretary for Railways. 
If the House believed in good wages being paid, 
members would not insistonthAamendment heing 
carried, for a bard-ami-fast rule in regard to the 
payment of wages on such works would lea<l to 
the exclusion of many men who were able to do 
good work, but who might not be regarded in 
the strict sense of the term as able-bodied men. 

* ::Hr. ADA::-.ISON supported the amendment 
because he helieYed in a minimum wage on rail­
way construction work. :\I embers would remem­
ber that the other day a <leputation WCLited 
npon the ::\linister in regard to the Cloncurry 
Railway, on which men were >\m·king at 7,, a 
<lay. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: None of them 
were working for that. 

Mr. ADAMSOX: Well, some refnsed to work 
for that, and went on strike, and the object of 
the amendment was to secure the payment of a 
minimum wage in such a district. The bon. 
member for Cairns twitted the m em hers of the 
Labour party with not having proposed a 
minimum wage in connection with railways 
authorised this session. Tbey pleaded gnilty 
to that, not because they were not anxions for 
a minimum wage, but simply because they were 
foolish enough to allow the railways to be rnshed 
through for the convenience of the Government, 
deapite their better jndgment. They allowed 
those lines to go through because railways had 
been debyed through the political crisis, and 
because the Premier wanted to go home. Then 
again, when those railways were under con­
sideration they ne,ver thought for a moment 
that at the close of the session the Premier 
would have introduced syndicate railways. He 
might say what he liked about the transaction 
being a good bnsiness one. 

Mr. :\IANX rose to a point of order. \Vas 
the hon. member in order in discussing syndicate 
railways? They were discussing the rate of 
wages to be paid. 

:\fr. BOW3IAX: On syndicate railways. 
The ,CHAIRl\lAN: I would like to draw 

attention to the fact that the amendment before 
the Committee deals with the rate of wages to 
be JHid. I wonld ask hon. members to confine 
themselves to that question. 

::\Ir. A DAMSON: His party had always 
stoocl for a minimum wage. The hon. member 
for Cairns twitted them with not being free 
men. \Vben be joined the Labonr party and 
signed the platform, be did it voluntarily. 

Mr. Bow~r.~x: So did the Premier at one time. 
Mr. ADA:\ISON: He woul<l not stop in the 

party for a moment longer than he saw fit, and, 

Mr. A damson. J 
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as soon as he came to the conclusion that they 
were opposed to wh~>t was tight he would lea,·e 
them. As an intelligent man', he voluntarily 
signed the platform. 

Mr. ::\IANX "'keel if the hon. member was in 
order in di,cussing the Labour platform. 

Jlvfr. BoWMAN: The minimum wage is in the 
platform. 

.i\Ir. ADA::VISOK: ·when the hon. member 
got a "lloland for his Oli ver "he tried to prevent 
oth.ers from speaking. Jl.fembers of that party 
beheved that they were as free as members of 
any other party, and h~>d come to the conclusion 
th~>t the men who were not free were those who 
were sitting opposite and on the Opposition 
benches. They were asked to swallow the aaree­
ment bolus-bolus. The Premier talkerl ~bout 
freedom of speech, but he had gagged members 
in every poosihle way, and had been recreant to 
his past in bringing in such a Bill. The hon. 
gPntleman even told them the one amendment 
proposed was a good amendment but as it was 
not in the Bill he could not accept'it. 

The CHAIRMAX : I would ask the hon. 
gentleman to confine himself to the questi.~n 
before the (;ommittee. 

}\~r. AJJA:'IlSOX: They were arguing for a 
nmurnum wage for thP reason that the Bill 
safegnarclerl the interest" of syndicates and 
bo?dlers. It said that they were to get every­
thmg that was fair, but his party wanted to safe­
guard the interests of the working 1nen, and, as 
far as he could, he would always be found stand­
ing up for a living wage .for ihe men who were 
doi~g; th~ hrrrd gra~t. \Vho were going to g·et 
the benefit uf that rmlway? The men who were 
asking for concessi·.ms ; the boodlers. And all 
they deoired now was to prevent a repetition of 
wh>ct had taken place on the Cloncnrry line. If 
the Premier and Secretary for Rail ways were 
only trne to their part, and only as humane as 
they ought to be, they would accept the amend­
ment, whether thP company was pleased with it 
or not. He hoped it would be carried, but, of 
conrse, he knew it woulrl not be. He knew that he 
and the other members of his party were simply 
beating the air; they were flogging a dead horse; 
they were leading a forlorn hope in throwing 
themselves into a breach as they had done. 
They were having a lot of <oontumely thrown 
upon them, simpl,r becau,e they wer8 standing 
there m support of a principle. The hon. mem­
ber for Cairns doubted their sinceritv. If he 
(Mr. Adamson) did not believe in th.; principle 
they were standing for; if he was not opposed 
to that kind of railway on principle, he would 
leave the Labour party that night, and take his 
cha.nce of making a living elsewherP. He had 
always believed in the nationalisation of rail­
ways, an<l that was why he supported the amend­
ment. He helrl that it would be a wise thing on 
the part of the Premier to take the advice of the 
leader oi the Opposition, and construct the rail­
way as a State railway; and, as an inducement, 
he would remind the hon. gentleman that the 
leader of the Opposition had promised to help 
him. If the Premier insisted upon safeguarding 
the interests of concession-mongers, he (Ylr. 
~damson), at all events, would safeguard the 
mterests of the workers as far as he possibly 
could. 

Mr. ~IoLACHLA:N understood, with anum­
ber of other members, from what was said on 
the second reading, that when they got into 
Committee they might amend the schedule in 
a way that would improve the Bill. It was 
admitted by everybody that it would be a good 
t~t!'g to include in a measure of this kind a pro­
vtswn to Sf'Cure to the men who would be 
engagf'd in the building of the railway a fair 

[Mr. Adamson. 

rate of wages, and that was all that was pro-­
posed to be clone by the amendment. The hon. 
member for Cairns made a great cl ea! of capital 
from his f'Oint of view out of the fact that the 
word "adult" was not inserted in the amend­
ment, and argued th~tt by reason of that omis­
sion a boy carrying water on this railway would 
be entit!ed to a mininmm wage of 10s. a. day. 
'That, of course, was ab"urd. The position of the 
hon. member, and of other hon. members in the 
House, was that they felt bound to support 
a proposal which would secure to working men 
a fair wage, but they were fearful that when the 
division bell rang they would he found voting 
against an anwndment which would secu!'e a fair 
wage to the men who would be employed in 
building this railway. The Premi~r stated, in an 
early stage of the debate, that if an amendment 
were moved which would have the effect of 
improving the Bill, he would be prepared to 
accept it. This amendment would improve the 
Bill, and if the Premier accepted it, he might be 
able to induce the company also tn accept it. He 
trusted that the good sense of hon. members 
would lead them to vote for the amendment, and 
thereby secure a fair wa~e to the men who would 
be employed on this railway. 

l\Ir. LESIK A: The amendment of the hon. 
member for Gregory specifically stttteJ that the 
workmen employed upon this railway should be 
paid 10> .. per day for an eight hours' day. The condi­
tion" of labour, the high cost of living, and the 
tropical climate in the district whe.re it was pro­
posed to construct this line, were such that the 
workmen should bP paid on the highest poasible 
scale. The men who would be employed on the 
line wcl'e to clear the way for a civilisation that 
was coming la.ter on, and they deserved the 
highest po;sible consideration, and the only way 
they could show them tlmt consideration was by 
paying them a liberal wage. Ten shillings a day 
for men working under a hot, blisterin~, tropical 
sun, at a temperature of 100 de~rees in the shade, 
at such work as railway cuttings, was altogether 
too small. 

Mr. \Voons: You thought 98. a day was 
enough on the Etheridge railway. 

Mr. LESIKA: He thought 9s. a day was the 
lowest amount that should be paid to men in 
the Etheridge district, which was a more settled 
district than the one in which this line would be 
constructed, and the hon. member for \Vootha­
kata voted for that proposal. 

l\Ir. \Voons : That is so. 
2\fr. LESINA: He mol·ed an amendment 

providing that that should be the lowest rate 
paid on the Ethertdge Railway, and that amend­
ment was carried on division by thirty-one votes 
to twenty-nine, though the Government had 
assured the Committee that if the amendment 
were inserted in the Bill the company would 
not accept the measure, and would not build the 
railway. At that time the Premier was away 
ill, but when he heard about the c•rrying of the 
amendment he came up pretty lively, got mem­
bers under the whip, threatened them with the 
bludgeon of dissolution, and they then deli­
berately voted out the amendment. The mem­
bers who voted for that amendment in the first 
instance were-

Messrs. l~R.rber, Barton, nowman, Burrows, Cowap, 
Dible:r, Fudge, Grant, Hamilton, Hardacre, Jones, 
Kenna, Kerr, I.Jand, Lesina, ~Iann, l'IcDonnell, )iitchell, 
Mulcally, Murphy, :Kielson, Norman, O'Brien, Paull, 
Payne, Reinhold, Ryland, Scott, Smart. Turner, o.nd 
Woods. 
Five of those members-::'vlessrs Cowap, Grant, 
Kenna, Mann, and \Voods-were still in the 
House, and he wanted, if possible, to secure their 
support for this amendment. He would suggest 
to the hon. member for Gregory that he should 
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amend the amendment by substituting the word 
n employee" for "workman.'' The Pre1nier, 
who •aid that if such a provision had been in­
"erted in the agreement before the agreement 
was signed, he would stand by it, a.nd the Secre­
tary for Railways had supported for years the 
principle em bodied in the amendment. Both 
those hon. gentlemen had signed a platform in 
which a minimutn wage appeared as an import­
ant plank, but now, apparently, they had come 
to the conclusion that such a principle was an 
evil one in connection with this Bill. The only 
reason urged against the amendment by the 
Minister for Railways was that the syndicate 
would not permit him-the free and independent 
:1.1inister, the representative of the Barcoo, 
elected on the postal vote-to accept the amend­
ment, and the hon. gentleman refused to accept 
it, though he had signed that principle in the 
Labour platform 10,000 times. The Go,·ernment 
were protected, and the syndicates were protected, 
in thts agreement, but the great n1ass of nnem~ 
ployed, who, it was said, would finrl work upon 
this railway, were not protected. There was a 
great, dumb body of workers who had nothing 
but their labour to sell. That dumb body of 
workers wanted some protection, and the Labour 
party was in that Oh amber to protect them, as 
they proposed to do by inserting in the agree­
ment an amendment which provided that men 
working on that line, under a hot, tropical sun, 
should be paid 10s. for a day of eight hours. 
Let the division take place, and let the country 
see how many friends the workers had in that 
House. Even in that Assembly they had a 
minimum wage, for every member, the fat and 
the lean, the long and the short, the good and 
the bad, the wisP and the foolish, received £300 
a year. (Laughter.) App>trently the minimum 
wage was good enough for members of Parlia­
ment, bnt not good enough for navvies. \Vas 
that it? Why, even in the O"binet they had a 
minimum wage, as every :Minister, with the 
exception cf the Premier--who gDt £300 a ,·ear 
more than any of his colleagues--was paicl a 
minimum wage of £1,000 per annum. The 
:Minister for Railways received £1,000 a vear 
and the Attorney-General received £1,000 a 
year, and between those two J\Iinisters there 
was an immense gap- an impas"able gulf. 
{Labour laughter.) Judges were paid a mini­
mum wage of £1,000 per annum. 

Mr. :YIANN : Some of them get more than 
£1,000. 

Mr. LESINA: Some of them did, but there 
w>ts a minimum, and they did not get anything 
less. 

.iYir. J'.'IANN : Every man cannot be a judge, and 
every man cannot do the work. 

~fr. LESIX A: Every man conld not be a nfLvvy. 
Some men were naturally fitted. (Laughter.) 
If they carefully analysed this proposition for 

the payment of a minimum wage, 
[8.30 p.m.] he was satisfied that the weight of 

argument was in favour of it, and 
he would not care to be in the shoes of hon. 
members on that side, who practically drew 
their legislative existence from the great demo­
cracy outside, if, when a question like this 
came on, he was found with the "Xoes" casting 
his vote against tbe principle of a minimum 
wage. The hon. member for \Voothakata knew 
that on the Etheridge Hail way, because of the 
absence of the principle of the minimum wage 
which he had tl ied to insert in that Bill, they 
had been paid as low as 7s. 6d. per day. 

Mr. \Voons: That is not so. That is not the 
fault of a minimum wage; it is the fault of the 
men working there. 

Mr. LESINA: In the absence of a minimum 
wage, men were paid as low wages as possible. 

In the absence of the amendment proposed by 
the hon. member for Gregory, he would support 
the one proposed by the hon. member for 
Vvoothakata, although he recognised its limita­
tions and practical inefficiency. \Vhen they 
propose to pay as a minimum wage the rate nf 
wages ruling in the district, they were not fixing 
a minimum wage at all; the wage was fixed by the 
number of men seeking employment. Hon. mem­
bers were pretty well familiar with the o!d law 
aptly put by Cobc!en, when he said that the rate 
of wages depended upon a simple thing. \V hen 
two rnasters ran after one rnan wa.ges ro:-.e, :tnd 
when two men ran after one master wage, fell. 
The hon. member for \Voothakata would fix 
wages by the rate ruling throughout the dis­
trict, and wages would thus be settled by the 
number of men seeking employment. If 1,000 
men were w<Lnted, and 2,000 men applied, it 
would bring w~Lges down to a n1ere living value. 
'I'hey should fix a minimum wage below which 
competition would not drag a labourer below 
a fair wage, and 10s. was a fair thiug to start 
with. Only during the last few days-and here 
he thc!ught he had got the Government sup­
porters on the hip-the Government had fixed 
10s. on the Cloncnrry line. They had the infor­
mation and correspondence from the department 
to tbat effect. This line had to go near where 
mPn where getting 10s. per day-to Mount 
Elliott; and why should the mPn at Cloncnrry 
get lOo. a day and the men on this extension get 
less? 

Mr. 0.-DIPBELL : \Vhy cannot you trmt the 
Government? 

Mr. LESINA: He trnsted the Government 
no further than he could throw them, Pnd that 
was not very far. (Laughter.) The only thing they 
could do was to persistently hammer at the Go­
vernment to get them to do anything, and if 
there was one proposition they ought to hammer 
into the Govern1nent it was the 1ninimu1n wage-. 
Ho trusted that in division all those members 
who only twelve months ago cast their votes for 
this benevolent economic principle would once 
more record their votes for it. If they did not, 
he could imagine them on platforms SCclttered 
throughout Queensland explainin!j whv they 
voted against the 10s. Tbe Premier would not 
put the "gag" on to-night. (Laughter.) He 
would W>tit for the" guillotine." The point above 
all others on which they relied in ju.,tification of 
their case was that the Government were paying 
10s. on the Cloncurry end of the line; and the 
leader of the Government had admitted that if 
he had thought about it it might have been in­
serted in the agreement, and there would be no 
objection; but because the Government over­
looked it, th>tt was no reason why the Oom· 
mittee should not insert it in the agreernen t. 
He was sorry that an ex-leader of the Labour 
party in charge of this Bill, and who in years 
gone by secured a little kudos as well as < lsh by 
the advocacy of these principles on many plat­
forms, should be sitting in a position where he 
could not give effect to them. It moved him to 
the very heart. (Laughter.) He did rHJt desire 
to become altogether melancholy by the con­
templation of this dreadful prospect, hut really 
a man was inclined to lose all faith in hi' fellow­
man when he saw such a remarkable political 
somersault as had taken place in the hnn. gelltle­
man. He remembered the many glorious 
speeches the Minister had made in the wilds of 
the Darcno, dealing with this princi pie. The 
hon. gentleman made long speeches in fa,·o~>r of 
the ntinimurn wage which wnuld ha\·e drawn 
tears from a Fiji idol. (Laughter.) He had 
h:vi shea.rerl'; and rouscahnuts nn the Thniupson 
River and the B>trcoo Hiver-"hnrn he repre­
sented by the grace of the postal vote-at those 

1)![ r. Le, :,:a.] 
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meetings, and had addressed them on the mini­
mum wage, and brought them to tears with his 
skill as an advocate for the principle. There 
were very few to rival the hon. ventleman in that 
way, and yet the first chance he had of putting 
the principle into operation he was not game to 
take it up. He believed if the Premier had not 
come in and hypnotised him he would have 
accFpted the proposition cheerfully. But that 
awful eye! (Laughter.) The moment the Pre­
mier got his eye on the hon. member for Barcoo 
he simply sat back anrl crumpled up. (Laughter.) 
Their ehance was gone the moment the Premier 
carne 111. 

* ~Ir. ::\IAKK: The hon. member who had just 
resumed his seat had given the best argun1ent 
whv this amendment shoulr1 not be included in 
tbe"Bill, hecanse he sair1 that certain members of 
the Home had gone to t.be ::\Iinister and asked 
him to prod de in the regulii.tions that 10<. a day 
would he paid on the Cloncurry line. Suppose 
we bad times of finaucial stress, and the tariff 
was increased, a.ncl food went np and living \Vas 
rnuch clearer on thi:;;; extension. If they \V~nt to 
the l\lini>ter and asked him to raise wagee from 
lOs. tolls. per da:v he wonld say, "I would be 
quite willing to comply with your reque~t. but 
you have tied my hands fast in this Bill." 

J\Ir. LESIXA: But the l\:Iiniater mrght not be 
there. 

:Mr. ::\IAXK : Home Minbter "·ould be there, 
and Lhey could trust the House to see tbat a 
decent rate of wages would he paid on this line. 
He did not see why they should single out this 
railway more than any other on which to put the 
principle into operation. \Vhen a certain con­
tract was let for locomotive~ in J\Iaryboroug-h, 
they did not hear a storm of indignation about 
10s: a dRy not being paid in CDnnection with the 
construction of engine,_ \Vby did they not 
insist, before they bought engines from Germany 
or America, that the workmen there should be 
paid 10s. a day? If the contractor who built this 
railway desired to pay leso than 10s., he could do 
it ']Uite easily, even if this was put in the Bill. 
\V hen the second section of thP Cairns Rail wt1y 
was finished, there was a union known as the 
"Sons of Toil," and they held a meeting and de­
cided that the rate of wages should be (k a day on 
the third secti,m. They laid the matter before the 
contractor, and he simply waited for two or three 
months. Then provisions began to get scarce, and 
the men murmured, and said it was time they 
were getting to work. The union men said, "If we 
will only hold out we will get 9s. a day." And the 
n1en retorted, "We cannot eat graBs; we are 
hard up and cannot get rations from the store­
keepers, and we must have work." The con­
tractor turned round and said that tenders would 
be called for cuttings all along the railway line. 
\Vhen the tenders were opened, it was found 
that men had tendered as low as 7~d. a yard for 
shifting that material, and yet the lowest price 
that a man could make wages at was 1s. a yard. 
On some of the cuttings they required to get 
from 3s. 6d. to 4s. a yar·d to make wages. 
Experienced navvies in the prime of life, with 
their horses and drays working- full time, could 
not earn much more ttJan tucker and horoe feed. 
Several men went into partnership and employed 
other men to work for them, and at the end had 
nothing except their own food and the price of 
the horse feed, and they were practical men 
who knew what they were doing. They first 
sunk holes to test what the ground was like. 
\Vith ane exception, none of the contractors 
made a decent thing out of it, or were able to 
earn wages. If hon. members in the Labour 
corner had any doubt aH to the bona fides o[ the 
Commissioner, he could get round this 10s. pro­
vision in the way he had said. If the Govern-

[ Mr. Lesina. 

ment desired to pay top wages they would do it, 
and if they did not desire it they would simply 
let it by contract. 

Mr. CoYNE: \Ve will compel them to pay it. 

Mr. MANN: They could not compel them to 
pay it if they let it by contract, unless they 
pa•sed a Bill preventing the work being done by 
contract. There were many little jobs in con-­
nection with railways that were better done by 
contract, and if they had contract work they 
would have men working for lees than standard 
wages. They were cutting earthworks at Green­
hill.<, in his district, at 10d. a yard. It was fairly 
soft shifting, but there were men only earning 
2s. lid. and 3'"· Gd. a day, whiie able-bodied 
navvies made Ss. or 9s. a day. He defied any 
Parliament to draft such re,,ulations that would 
insure nothing les8 than 10s. a day being paid on 
this railway. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: \Vhat did you pass a Wages 
Board Bill for? 

Mr. MANN: So that they ccmld make condi­
tions better for the working people. Even the 
wagf's bPard woulrl not guarantee that men 
·would get the minirnun1 wage. Supposing a 
man was g-rubbing in a paddock for a couple of 
day;, and he was told he could either earn so 
rnuch a day or get £2 or £3 for doing the work. 
They could nat bring that man under the \V ages 
Boards Act. 

I\Ir. IIIcLACHT.c~N asked if the hon. member 
\Vas in order in di8CUHsiu~ the \Vage8 Boards 
Act? 

The CHAIRMAK : I understand the hon. 
member is replying to an interjection made by 
the hon. m•mber for \Voolloongabba. 

Mr. IIIAXN: He was pointing out that, even 
with \Vages boards or a 1nininum wage clause 
in connection with the construction of a rail way, 
there was no guarantee that everyone would g-et 
10s. a day. 

J\.Ir. MITCHELL was in favour of the amend­
ment, and he was very much surprised at the 
attitude of the Government with regard to it. 
Even when hon. members proposed amendments 
which the Premier admitted were of some value, 
he told them that he could not accept those 
amendments, because they would practically 
render the agreement invalid. It would be a 
good thing if the hon. member for Cairns would 
ask somebody to explain to him the difference 
between a minimum wage and a fixed wage. A 
minimum wage was the lowest wage that would 
he allowed on the railway. Those who had ex­
perience in that part of the country wer·e satis­
fied that 10s. a day was the lowest wage that 
ought to be paid for that class of work. An evi­
clence of that was the fact that the Commissioner 
had agreed to pay 10s. per da)l on the. wo.rk now 
being done hv the Government m the d1stnct. He 
hoped that the members whose names were read 
out as having voted for a minimum wage of 9s. a 
day two years ago would not hide themselves 
behind the excuse that this was not a Bill of the 
same class as the Bill under discussion at that 
time. Hon. members should remember than 
they were not voting for any particular Bill, 
but for a minimum wage. The hem. member for 
Cairns said that, rf he thought the members m 
that corner were sincere he would vote with 
them. They were perfectly sincere, and, if the 
hon. member were sincere, he would carry out 
his promise and vote for the amendment. 

* Mr. MANN : 'Why did not the hon. memb~r 
propose a minimum wage of 10s. a day m 
connection with the railway from Tolga to 
J ohnstone River. He understood perfectly what 
a minimum wage was. \Vhen he was in Mary-
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borough some year;; ago he found that there was 
a 1ninirnum v..age of 1U~. a. \veek in a sash and 
door factory there, and that the highe.st wage 
was 35.s. a week. He dtd uot believe the mem­
bers of the Labour party were sincere, or thev 
would have endeavoured to Recure a n1inimu1l1 
wage pruvision in connection with the other 
ratl ways they had passed. He remembered 
when a certain ra!lwayin the l\laryborough dis­
tnct was under dtscusswn, the jnmor member for 
Gympte-who, he believed, was sincere-got an 
asRuranc~ ~rotn the t.hen Pre1nier, 2.-lr. 11organ, 
that a m;nunum of bs. (jcJ. would be pairl on that 
hne. \'I hy d!cl not the hon. member move to 
have a minimun1 of Ss. inserted in eonnection 
with rail ways o;t the coast, anrl more as they 
went further mland, and les.- in Southern 
Queen~land, where lh·ing was cheaper ? He was 
n?t gomg t". vote for the amendment, because he 
d_td nut beheve members in the corner were 
bli!cerc. There were members over there who bad 
n1a?e ~nost telling s1~eeches against planks in 
the1r pmtform. He did not belie1·e there was a 
smgle member who belie1·ed in every plank in 
the platfo~·m; bu~ they. were willing to go with 
the maJority, beltevmg 1t to be the best platform 
thEy conld get. 

)Hr. Al lA!\lSOX rose to a point of order. 
Was the hon. member in urcler in discussin~ the 
Labour platfnrm? " 

Mr. :'.IAYX was sorry to get under tbe skin 
of h<m. memberF. They did not like him t~ dis­
cuss even their platform, or to tell them that the 
hon. member for Clermont made a strenuous 
speech against the repeal of the Contagious Dis­
eases Act, or that other members did not believe 
in le-,seholrls, but believed that every man should 
have a freehold, although they all signerl a plat­
form wh1ch would not a!low them to hanJ a free­
hold. Hon. members were only beating the air, 
hecame _the amendment would not make any dif­
ference m the rate of wag-es that would be paid. 
If men. were scarce-as he believed they would 
be, owmg to the n~1mber of railways that were 
to be. bmh, and owmg to the fact that in most 
dtstncts . there would be a fairly heavy sugar 
crop, wlnle there would also be a big wool clip, 
so that labour would be at a premium-high rates 
of wages would have to be paid to capable men 
No member of the Labonr. part.y who had a con: 
tract for a raJ!way cuttmg would be foolish 
enough to pay a tailor who asked for a job, lOs. 
a day. He wonld say he wanted a navvy. The 
State should be allowed to have the same riuhts 
as those hon. members would claim for th~em­
selves. He had often seen a ~anger uive an old 
man a job ":t yiecework out" of sym~pathy, but 
that was a different matter to paying a man 10s. 
a day, whether he was worth it or not. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS hoped 
t~e Committee would cC>me to a vote. The 
d.tscussion on ~he Labour platform was qnite be­
stde the questwn before the Committee. It was 
well known that the Government were payincr 
10s. a day on the Cloncurry Railway. All that 
hon. members desired was to get it into Hansa1·d 
that they were in favour of 10s. a day. The 
Government were i.n fa:vour of paying 10s. a day, 
and they were paymg tt at the present time. It 
was not likely that the Commissioner wonld 
estimate the cost of construction on any other 
basis than that of 10s. a day, and he had no 
doubt that rate wonld be paid by the Commis­
SIOner. The hon. member for Clermont bad been 
very entertaining in hi; reminiscences. He could 
not say that he had the happy experience of the 
hon. member for Clermont that that hon. mem­
ber appeared to have .had of him. It must be 
remembered that the hon. member was given to 
romancing. It was not all gospel truth that he 

gave them in that Chamber. If it would hasten 
a vote on the matter he would say lbat the Go­
vernment were paying 10s. a day on the Cion­
curry hne, and the Commissi(Jner's eKtiinate 
would be based on a wage of 10;. a day, and he 
had no doubt that wage would be paid. 

Mr. LESIN A: That was an important admis­
sion to have got from the :Minister, and, if the 
debate had dune no other good, they could pride 
themselves upon their persistency in sticking to 
the Government on tbi" matter. The hem. gentle­
n1an had now admitted that in rnakiug up the 
estimate of the cost of construction the Govern­
ment wonlcl see that the Commissioner put in 
wages at a minimum uf 10s. a day. 

. The HmiE SECRETARY: Following the regnla­
twns. 

}Ir. LESIX A: And who had control of the 
regulations except the JYiinister? Let hon. mem­
bers turn up the Rail wayq Act of 1U02, clau,;e 4 
of which stated-

All moneys from tune to time appropriated by Parlh­
ment for Lhe con:-:true~ion of new railway~, and for the 
construction or pnrcl1·iS9 of rolling stocl;:, nnd for all 
purpo.-;eF in eonneetwn witi1 snch eonstrnction of new 
railways or eonstruct.ion or 'l!Ul'i:lutse of rolling gtock, 
~ha1l.be expended b.\· the Commi.'::1sioncr nnderthcdirec­
tion ami contrul of the :.\Tinister. 

Sn that the .Minister was really re-.ponsib!e for 
tbe rates of wagetl l-laid, and, if they were low, 
they would blame him and tbP. Cabinet, who 

had CDlltrol 0~ 81' all IllOllPYS YOted 
[9 p. m.] for the construction of rail ways. 

And it would therefore: be seen 
that in connection with the lat.e difficulty on the 
Cloncurry, where the \\ages had Leen cut down 
to 7o. Gd., the trouble wao directly traceable, not 
to the Commissioner, the Enc·ineer (11r. Pagan), 
or his otlicers, but to the 8ecr-etary for Rail wavs. 
He was thankful they bad got the admis"on 
from the i\Iinister that the minimum would be 
paid, but only after an urgent whip had been 
sent ro"nd on the matter. The hon. gentleman 
now grudg-ingly exf'rcised his power, and Faid 
that the wages would not be less than 10s. That 
w.ls a triumph for his party. But the hon. 
gentleman had made the promise without con­
sulting the Premier, and would probably be 
taken to task at the next Cabinet. 

Mr. APPEL : Did he understand that the 
statement made by the Secretary for Railways 
was an assnrance that the Engineer-in-Chief 
would be instructed to pay a minimum of 10s. a 
day? 

The PREMIER: That was a very safe assur­
ance to make. They paid men 10s. a day on the 
Cion curry line, and the probability was that they 
would have to pay more than 10s. a day on a 
line going sonth from Cloncurry. 

1\fr. \V. H. B.A.HNES: What will be the position 
of men who are not physically fit? 

The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman ought 
to know that the details were left to the Commis­
sioner and his officers. He hoped that no body 
proposed that every person emplo} ed on the mil­
way, and doing any kind of work, would get 10.~ .. 
a day. 

!\ir. LESINA: \Ve propose that no male adult 
shall get less than 10s. a day. Yon ongbt to ba 
ashamed to employ a man at le'·'· You get 
about £10 a day. 

The PREMIER: Hon. members knew quite 
well that the phrase "rate shall be 10s. a day,. 
meant the standard rate; but there might be 
boys or infirn1 n1en, or lllf'n incapable Clf earning 
10s. a day. \Vonlrl they give a boy of fourteen 
years a minimum rate of 10s. a day? 

Hon. W. Kidston.] 
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11r. LESINA : \Vho suggested it • A boy of 
fourteen is not a "workman." \Vhat is the use 
of quibbling like that? 

The PRE;\IIER : He was quite willing- to ex· 
plain the views of the Government if he was 
allowed to. 

l\Ir. LESINA : It i,; like dragging bloou out of 
a stone trying to get ten "bob" " day out of 
you for navvies. 

The PREMIER: The navvy who got 10s. a 
day o11t of the hon. member for Clermont would 
consider him~elf a very happy navvy. Did any­
body suppose that the Commissioner would pay 
a less rate of wages on the railway than he was 
paying at vlaces much nearer the coast? The 
chances were that he would have to pay a some­
what higher rate. The ruling rate was 10s. a day 
now, and the ::\Iinister tolu him that there were 
men getting more than that, but that was looked 
upon as the standard minimum wage. ::-<obody 
supposed that a youth or infirm worker was not 
to get work ,mless he was able to do the work of 
an ortlinary Inn.n. 

1Ir. BOW:\IAN: How is it you put men of 
sixty-five off the existing railways? 

The SJWRRTARY FOR RAILWAYS: They get a 
retiring allowance. 

The PREi\UER: What had the regulation 
about men retiring at sixty-five to do with 
the question of wages? The regulations were 
approved by Parliament. All he wished to do 
was to assure the hon. member for Albert that 
the desire of the House would be clearly 
expressed by the Government to the Commis­
sioner, and even if nn such desire was expre:;sed, 
all that talk about l Os. a dav was so much waste 
of time. There was no ch;.nce of men getting 
less than 10s. a day. His own opinion was that 
they would not get them for that. 

::\Ir. LESINA : Make it 12s. 

The PRK\IIER: They knew quite well that 
if the rate was fixed at 12s. the hon. member 
would mol"e for 15s., and if it was made liis. he 
would move for 16;. 

::\Ir. LESIXA: \Vho else will do it if we do 
not? You are only looking after the interests of 
syndicate,. 

The PREMIER: The hon. member was only 
there for the purpose of defeating the Bill. He 
had assured the hon. member for Albert, and 
others who took an intelligent interest in the 
matter, that the rate of wages would be properly 
safeguarded when the line was being built. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
omitted from ::\Ir. \Voods's amendment (Jir. 
Hamilton's amendment) stand part of the amend­
ment-put; and the Committee divided:-

::\-Ir. Airev 
, Appet 

Barne:;;;, G. P. 

AYE~, 35. 

, Barnes, \Y. H. 
Bnrton 
Bell 
Hhtir 
Brennan 

., Campbell 
Cot tell 
Cowap 

.. nenham 
, Donglas 

Forre"t 
n-rant 
1I~LWth01'l1 
Hcrbertson 
Kenna 

1Ir. Ken· 
Kidston 
}lackintosh 
)!ann 
).lax well 
)loo re 
Parret 

" Pet'rie 
,, Philp 

Redwood 
Robe ... ts 
Sflmer:,;:e·t 
Stodart 
Swayne 
Thorn 
\Yalker 
White 

Tt-ller11: Jir. Douglas and Mr. Redwood. 

[Hon. Tr. Kidston. 

.Jir. A damson 
Barber 

,, Bowman 
,, Coyne 
., Hamilton 

Hardacre 
, Hunter, D. 

Xor:s, 24. 

, Hunter, J. ~f. 
Hnxham 

, .Tones 
!,and 

, Lennon 

Mr. Lesina 
, ]fav 

::ncLaeh:an 
3Iitcllell 
)lnlcahv 

,, }fullan· 
::\Iurphy 
Payne 
RyJand 
8umner 
'\Yinstanley 
tVoods 

Tellet·s: )lr. Jones and )fr. Laud. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

Question-That the words proposeu to be 
inserted (Jir. Woods's auwndmcnt) be so inserted 
-put; and the Committee divided:-

3-Ir. A damson 
Barber 

,, Bowman 
, Cowap 
,, Coyne 
,. Ila.milton 
, , Hard acre 
, Hnnter, D. 
,. Hunter, J. 11. 

Hnxlmm 
Jones 
Kenua 
Land 
Lennon 

AYt:~, 27. 
~r. LesimL 

.\I ann 
~Iav 

,, MeLaehl::m 
Mitchcll 
Mnlcnhy 
)Iullan 
)Iurphy 
Pavne 
R\~land 
R1lmner 
"\Vinstanley 
Woods 

Tell us: )lr. Ryland and ~Ir. Woods. 

XOES, 34, 
::\Ir. Airey ~Ir. Ken· 

, Appel Kidstou 
,, B~Lrnes, G. P. ,, ~1ackintosh 
, Barnes, 1Y. II. :\lax well 
,, Bnrton )loore 
, Bell , Paget 

Blair Jletrie 
)l Brennan , Philp 
, Oampbell Rankin 

Oottell Retlwood 
Denham Rnhert..;; 

, Douglas Somerset 
Forrest Stodart 
Grant Swa~·ne 
Grayson 'rhorn 

, Hawthorn '-'"alker 
Herbertson 1Yhit.e 

Tellers: "Mr. Graysm1 and ).fr. Moore. 
Resolved in the negative. 

Mr. BOvVMAN moved the omission in clause 
10 of the words " Chillagoe Rail way under the 
schedule of rates, fares, and freights, dated 12th 
September, 1900, and authorised by t_he Govern?r 
in Council under the Mareeba to Ch!llagoe Rail­
way Act of 1897 " with the view of in;erting the 
wofds "The ~earest Governn1ent railway.'' 
The object of this amendment was to make the 
rates on the proposed railway uniform with the 
rates on all Government lines in the State, 
instead of making them the same as the rates 
charged on the Chillagoe Railw~y, which were 
f10 per cent. higher than the ~ates on. Govern­
ment railways. They fought t.h1s rJne-twn when 
other private lines were being p,s,ed through 
the House, because they considered it unfair to 
make such a differentiation in thH railway rates. 
It would be unfair to make the people in the 
Mount Elliott di;;trict pay 50 per cent. hif(her 
rates than were paid by people usin_g- the _Ulon­
cnrry line, which was only a f":w. nules distant 
from Mount Elliott. The ~ilmcter for Ra.Il­
ways had taken some credit to himself f:w having 
reduced the rates on Government ra!lw.tys to 
the extent of about £100,000 since the present Go­
vernment came into office. The Government and 
the Comlnislllionp,r rnnst have considered tha.t the 
rates previously existing were too high or they 
would not have reduced them, and he held that 
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the people who would be served by this line 
should not be called upon to pay f:iO per cent. 
higher rates than were paid by persons who were 
served by Govemment railways. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member for the Valley had dilated 
upon the inju~tice which would be done to people 
residing in the ::\Iount Elliott diotrict if they 
had to pay higher rates than were charged on 
Government rail ways. But the hon. member 
must know that at one time on the Town"ville 
Railway, the Cairns Railway, the Bowen Rail­
way, the Cnoktown Railway, ancl the Croydon 
Railway, higher rates were charged than were 
charged on Southern railways. He could re­
member the time when the Croydon Railway 
rates were 50 per cent. higher than the rates on 
other railways. They were subsequently reduced 
by 2f:i per cant., and it was only during the last 
financial year that the rates lmJ been made the 
same as the rates on other Government railways. 
The people of the districc in which this proposed 
railway would be constructed were at the present 
time paying for carriage more than four times 
the rat6s they would have to pay on the railway, 
and they would be only too pleased to ha Ye the 
rail way constructed and get their ore and other 
material carried on the terms laid down in the 
agreement. 

::\Ir. Bow~IAX: \Vhat was your idea in bring­
ing all the railway rates into uniformity? 

THE SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
The amount received from the extra rates 
charged on the C\' orthern railways was incon­
siderable. The Bowen Railway ran through 
a district where there was no traffic, and the 
traffic on the Cooktown, Croydon, and George­
town Railways did not warrant making an extra 
charge of 25 per cent. for fares and freights on 
those lines. But this was a railway that was 
going into a rich mineral district, where the 

people were paying, hy team, more 
[9.30 p.m.] than four times the freight which 

they would be called upon to pay on 
thi• railwa.y. He was certain the people of the 
district would be very well pleased to nay the com­
pany the rates laid down in the ::\Iareeba and Chil­
lagoe Act. The object which the hon. member for 
Fortitude Valley had in view was that the Bill 
should not pass ; he was not troubled about the 
amount they had to pay. \Vhat he was troubled 
about was that this railway was g.1ing to be 
comtructed. 

Mr. HAMILTON: There was not "· vestige 
of truth in the •tatement of the Minister fur 
Railways that the members of this party were 
against the people having a railway built in this 
district. 

LABOt:R 31-fEJ!BERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. HA::\IILTOX: Their sole argument waR 
that the Government should build the line and 
not a syndice.te. Why should people in a 
Northern mining centre be penalised more than 
people in agricultural districts? They carried 
agricultural ptoduce at a loss, and why should 
they pay higher rates on a railway "uch as this? 
It was a ridiculous argument on the part of the 
Minister to say that, because the people were 
paying a high rate now, they ought to pay 50 
per cent. mnre than other railways. There was 
hardly a district in the State where rail ways 
were constructed that the people had not paid 
four or five times as much h<i£ore. It was not 
that they got more than 50 per cent. on the rates 
and fares existing at the present time ; but, 
from what he could make out, it was to be on 
the fares char~;ed on the Chillagoe line in 1900, 
which was 50 per cent. higher than the rates 
ruling on the Go,·ernment lines at that period, 
and not 50 per cent. above the rates ruling on 

1808-3 X 

the Government lines at present. The rates 
were high at that period, and they had been 
lowered since. The chances were that they 
migh ~ be paying more than 75 per c<Ont. over the 
rate charged on Government lines. He doubted if 
the .'.iinister knew what the fares were which were 
charged on the Chillagce line at that time. This 
railway affected the district he represPntcd, be­
came it ran within half a mile of the boundarv, 
and he failed to see why the people there should 
pay the 50 per cent. more. The leader of the 
Opposition could verify what he 8aid, as in a 
conversation with him snme time ago he had 
stated there ought to be a Government line there. 

:!\fr. BowliAX : He 'aid the same thing hitrl­
self. 

;Hr. HA.::\IILTO::S: The leader of the Opposi­
tion was in favour of building a line there. He 
did not know a better district for the Govern­
ment to run a line in than the present e"tension 
from Cloncurry to Mount I<;Jliott. 

:i\Ir. 1lt:RPHY : It has taken you a good many 
years to tind it out. 

::\Ir. HA.MILTO::S: It was only in the last 
couple of years that the mine.• had been deve­
loped. The Labour party wem quite willing to 
support the Government in building this line, if 
they came down with it as a Government line, 
and served the public on the same terms as they 
were served in other districts by Government 
lines. 

Mr. KE;\1"::\TA: The analogy between this line 
and the State lines mentioned was not a good 
one at all, because this was purely a miner:,] line. 

:'\Ir. H .. BIII.TON: It will serve a little pastoral 
country, too. 

::\Ir. KEXN A.: If it were a line likely to carry 
ngricultural product.s or any large n"umuer of 
passengers, it would be in a different category, 
but in would principally serve the mining pro­
perties owned by this company. Most of the 
tmffic on the line would be frotn the company's 
mines, so that the Government was si m ply 
charging the company an extra 50 p•r cent. for 
carrying its own produce--putting i\0 per cent. 
additional upon the company which was advanc­
ing a share of the money. He was in faYour of 
getting as much out of the company as they 
coulrl. The fact that the companv wae willing 
tn advance half of the cost of the line, and take 
tbe risk of getting it back, showed that the line 
would largely be to the ad vantage of this com­
pany's property. 

The PREll!ER: The height will be so much 
lower than the rates they are now paying that it 
will pay them to spend £100,000 to get the rail­
way, and otber people will have the ad.-antage of 
the same lower rates without having to put np 
£100,000. 

Mr. KENX A : Mineral rates were very low 
as it was, so .50 per cent. would IJe very little 
addition to them. \Vhat he liked about the pro­
posal was that they were taxing tbtl company, 
and, if they were willing to pay tl-,at tax, let 
them do it. If the company were willing to pay 
500 per cent. he should be in favour of it; but 
as ~bey were willing to pay 50 per cent., and 
the1r traffic would be tbe largest on the line, he 
failed to see why they should not accept it. 

:\fr. :\lULL AN : The arguments of the hon. 
member for Bowen were just as flimsy as those 
o£ the :'\linister in support of the clause. The 
hon. member said that one of the reasons why 
they should retain the clause was that they should 
tax the company. He forgot that the whole of the 
profits would go to the company, and how were 
they going to tax them? 

The PREMIER: How do you make out that all 
the profits will go to the company? 

M,._ M ullan.] 



916 Hampden- J:fou nt Elliott [ ASSE:.VIBLY.J Railwa,y Bill. 

Mr. M"CLLA::';r: The whole of the profits 
would go tn the company over and abuve Ll pPr 
cent. on the total cust ,,f the railway, so the 
company could affvrd to _.pharge exct:s:-.i ve rates, 
knowing that the whole of the profit" would be 
thein. 'l'he ::\linbter stalled that the pc.,ple 
ought to be plea<ed to get this line !wean"' they 
h"d been paying- fom or five times higher rates 
than they would under this; bnt, if he was 
logical, hB should iu::;i..:t on charging :t higher 
rate on the line from Hughcnden to Cln>•CUrTY 
than was being yaid by any othor line in the 
State. The other day they adopted the system of 
unifnrm r,ttes throughout Quet-'nsland, and, if it 
was good for the benefit of Qm•"nslanJ, why 
should they depart from it in deference to this 
synrl.icate? But thn,t WH::' not the ground on 
which he took e·,cept.ion to the clause. The 
strongtst excevtion he 'l./lUk to thP Bill wa.~--

r_rhe P.RK.\liEH: rrhat it is one of the clan~es of 
the Bill~tlwt i\'i the real ohjection. 

:!:\Ir. l\IUJ,LA::\': Tlw Premier askred them to 
Rhow him good rensons why thi,-:; \Ya~ :not a ~,:·ood 
busint::,,~ tranl'actiun for the State, and it\\ ~1.,;;; on 
that ground solely that. they were criticising the 
Bill. Tht'te wa::- no fac1i1Jn~ opposition; they 
wer~ givin.~ lPp-itimctte rea~ons \vby it VIa~ not a 
good ngreeu~ent. A strnno:.;· reason ag:..tinst. the 
adoption (1f the Chilb~oe rL1te:-; on this line \V:'tB 

this : Thev \\'onld purchase this liue on the basis 
of the average net. profits from the fiye years 
iinntediatE,ly preceding- the datH of purrhat:!e. It 
thereford ft!llowetl that if t!Jid company wa~ 
allowed to chDrge ;)() per c~nt. more than the 
average arrwnnt charbed by other lines in 
Queensland, the profits wnnld be 30 per cent. in 
exc0s5 Gf what it W·)uld otherwise be, and it ns 
a logic~! condmion that the price they would 
have to pay in purchasing- the line would ) e iiO 
per Ct,rt. gre:tter. \\' ao that fair to the people 
of Queensland? He c Jnsidered-and he thought 
the Premier recognised-that this waR a very 
excellent trans[lction for the syndicate, with 
whom "'pparently the hon. gentleman was in 
great symp~thy. 

HoN. R. PH ILP pain te<l out that the materials, 
such as con], which would have to be brought to 
these works would add to the cost of running it 
after it was finished. The coal would have to 
come from the mining districts by r~ti! way, then 
by steamer to Tuwn"'ille, and thence 500 miles 
by rail. . 

Mr. BoWMAN : \V e were told by the Minister 
for l\'lines last night that there was a coal pros­
pect in the district. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Borne enterprising- men in 
Charters Tower, had tried to get coal in the dis­
trict, but they struck a sea of water. 

l'ilr. }.fuLLAN: They struck a seam of coal, too. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Every hon. member recog­
nised that it would be ever so much more 
costly to work a railway in Cloncnrry than 
in Brisbane, Maryhorough, or Rockhamvton. 
Besides that, those people found most of the 
traffic themselves. He had argued when the 
Chillagoe line was going through that the cost 
would be very much more than the estimate, and 
the same argument held good to·day. It had 
been pointed out by the Minister that the mineral 
freights were the lowest rates on f;lueensland 
railways. He thought at that time they were 
carrying ore from Hichmond, a distance of 300 
miles, for His. Sd. per ton. 'rhe same rate per 
ton for 70 wiles would be 4s. or 5s. a ton. In 
that case this company would nc,t find £100,000 
at all. The Government would not build the 
line, and the ]'eople would be penalised. They 
could not work a lot of mines in Queen>land 
profitably to·day unless they had a rail way along­
side. 

Ulfr. Mullan. 

;c. i\Ir. J\IANX: The hon. 111ember for Charters 
Towers clai1ued that, 1f this b1gh rate were 
charged, the State would p:iy n1uch :more to pr:r­
ciJa,e the line in fifteen years ; but it had often 
been argued in the House that the higher the 
rate chargPd the lesR freight a line was l)kely to 
get. They had a practical illustration of that in 
Cairns. At the time the rote w:1.s raised 50 per 
cent. there, the people \Vonld not 1•atrordse the 
railway more than they coulrl help. He had 
he1rd the ho11. ItJ8lnber fnr Gy1npie, ~'nd llltl.DY 
of hio party, claim th the more they reduced 
the rates the better clmnce there was of th11 
railway~ paying; and they harl pointecl out that 
in ::'\ew ZeaLmd, when they reduced the rates 
there, the railways paid ~Jetter. If that were RrJ, 
the argun1ent of the hon. IL·-lllber h1r Ch3rters 
Towers fell to the ground; because, if the high 
rate \Yas to be char~red, the C(llnpa.nr would hav:J 
little tr;_1f-fic on the lint>) aflrl the (}ovennnent 
would havp to pRy k:-~s to purchase the railway. 
He had just had a 1nerno. placerl. in his hands, 
pointing tlllt what the rates would be. For 7"1 
ndle~ the 1·nt~, if the u::;ual charF,·e was !nade, 
'\i.:unlrl h_; n.~. ';"d. per t~m, and v.-ith the 50 per 
cent. added it would on! y cost \!<. lld. 

LAJ )CH ThlE~rBEHS : F~)r \;, lwt claRs of traAic? 

l\Ir. ~·J A:'\K: Gen,. ral goods-as against 74,,, 
r.;el' ton by team. .Slention had hf'Pll lllade Of 

the Chilla9,·oe lir;e ~ ;.,,qd, if hi~ menwry ~erved 
hirn correCtly~ the CbillagL;e Company, in :-:olnR 
in,;:;;tuncr: •, clHti·:.ed ]e~s ti1an the Governn1ent. 
The Ohillagne Company \"'<as ·~ comrnereial corn­
pany, and they knew 1f they were to charge a 
hiiih rate they would not g-et the traffic; and the 
reason that comr~nny was doing su rnuch business 
was the fact that '' lesser rate was charged for 
snn1P cla!'ses of ~onds than nn the GoYerrnnent 
line~. This line was largely an exverilnentJ.lline, 
and he supvosed what l'nliamen t had done they 
could unrlo; and if it was shown elearly to the 
House that owing to the high rate--

LAnor:R J\1E:HBEHS: There is no drawing back 
after it is done. 

Mr. :'11AKK: 1f the company were willing, in 
order to enconrage the traffic on the line to re­
d nee the rates, he was sure the House would not 
object. (Laughter.) He was pleased hon. rnern. 
bers were in such a good humour. The leader 
of the Labour party had a little experience in 
the West-a little experience in the city of 
Brisbane-but he knew absolutely nothing about 
the condition' in North Queensland. He ought 
to know that, if the company charged very high 
rates over that line of railu ~ty, the traffic must 
inevitably go to Norman ton. 

Mr. Bow.HAN: You will get a shock when 
you read this speech to-morrow. (Labour 
laughter.) 

Mr. MANN : Most hon. members had been 
simply filling- up time, looking for when the 
guillotine was to descend on their nec)ts, and he 
did not see why he ~hould not waste time, too. 

An HoNOUHAHLE ::\fmiBEH: You are wasting 
time then? 

::\Tr. MANX : Yes ; the Labour party had a 
dozen divisions to-night to wn.ste time, knowing 
that they could not carry them. They were 
simply delaying the business "few hours longer. 
The Bill was going to be law in spite of all thcl 
protests, and when the railway had been built, 
the Labour party would say it was a good thing 
for the country, and they were sorry they op­
posed it. 

The PREMIER: He would just like to say a 
few words. 

Mr. P,mniAN: The guillotine in ten minutes. 
Mr. LESINA: The man with the Ug stick. 
The SPEAKER : Order, order ! 
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The PREMIER: The hon. member for C<tirns 
had shown that the hardship that would be done 
to the people in that district would be that, 
instead of vaying 74s. a ton for g;etting stuff to 
Clnncurry, they would get it carried for some­
thing like 9s. per ton. 

LABOCR MEMBEWi : For what cl as' of stuff? 
Mr. LRSINA : That does not necessarily fol­

low. 
The PHEMIER: That was the hardship. 

The compan-y had considered it would be so 
great an advantage to them to get that reduction 
in the rates they were now paying, that they 
were preprtred to put down £100,000 that some­
body else might spend it, ar.d the other people in 
the district would get all the acha.ntage-, which 
the company got in rates, without having to pay 
a cent for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR IlAII.WA 1 K: The company 
have to pay the same rates as the general public. 

The rRE:YILER: There was no differentia lion; 
the company would pay the same rate as the 
other minenwners in the dbtrict would pay. 

Mr. lL\HDACRE : Is that the only benefit they 
get? 

The PREMIER: Nothing seemed to bP a fair 
thing that "does not get everything for us 
and gives nothing to anybody elti~." 

1\Ir. HARDACRE: No, no! 

The PREMIER: The Government should 
pay out everything, and t·honld never a"l~-'-;: anyone 
to pay. They ,;lwuld pay high rates of wages in 
that district, and they should charge low rate" 
on the rail ways. That was the ch€a!Jeist kind of 
claptrap in public busineJs that any man could 
be guilty of. 

Mr. Bow>IAN: You lived on it for years. 

The PRK'\UER: He would point out to the 
hon. member for Charters Towers that, if the 
mil way turned out a profitable line to the com­
pany, it would be an equally profitable railway 
for the Government, for t hev had half-shares in 
the final value at the end nf the fifteen years, and, 
if the C(!lnpany's half-sha1e \Vas worth a 1ot, 
the Government share would be worth a lot also. 

Mr. MULCAHY: The guillotine was within 
measurable distance. 

An HOKOURABLE MEMBER : You have seven 
minutes yet. 

Mr. MULCAHY : There was one thing that 
should be contradicted. He did not know 
whether the Premier was trying to fool the 
people all thG time or not, but it appeared that 
in the matter of rates he was. The hon. gentle­
man said that they would have to pay only 
9s. lld. per ton. Then the hon. member for 
Cairns said it would beGs. 7d. a ton. No one 
knew better than the Premier that, under the 
classification, it would cost as much as £4 a ton 
to take certain goods. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No, no! 

Mr. MULCAHY: If the Minister looked up 
his own classification, he would see that the 
higher class of goods went up considerably. 

An HONOURABLE J\!Ig;)IBER: You have only 
five minutes more. 

The PREMIEH : It will cost £4 a ton now. 

Mr. MULCAHY: He did not think it was a 
fair thing for the Premier to say to the country, 
through Hansard, that it would only cost 9s. a 
ton when the hon. gentleman knew that was 
absolutely misleading. He looked on the system 
of the 50 per cent. extra as infinitely worse than 
the system of rebates in America, and the hon. 
Premier knew that. 

Several Governm· nt members interrupting. 

Mr. ::\HTLCAHY : Di l not they think the last 
five minutes should be taken up by some one .,£ 
of his party, instead of bv Govermuent mernters? 
He did not want the guillotine to fall on him. 

1Ir. MAXWELL : Y un will make a fine corpBe 
if it does come down on you. (Laughter.) 

1\Ir. Ml~LCAHY: The hem. member was 
"whip," and they knew the "whiv" gut £200 a 
year extra to nuslead people. 

The CHAIRMAX: Order! 

J\Ir. MULCAHY: If any per"on went into 
hu,iness in that di.strict, they would be entirely 
in the hands of the syndicate. 

The PREmEH: Of the Government. 

l\Ir. ::\IULCAHY : The Government had 
nothing at all to do with it. The syndicate had 
full power tu charge the GO per cent. extra. He 
was surpri~ed at the hon. member for Cairns 
stating that the Commissioner or the House 
could make any alteration. They knew perfectly 
wdl that once the agreement was entered into the 
Home had no power to alter the agreement until 
its termination. E1·idently it suited the Oppo­
sition. They were getting some of their legisla­
tion in now, and apparently a eont:ract had been 
entered into to pass legi~latlon, not in the inte­
re~ts of the r-eople of Qneensland, but in the 
interests nf some syndicate~, and there was no 
doubt the syndicate had a very good thing. He 
did not know if any hon. gentleman in the 
House was interested-he hoped not-but it was 
not in the interests of the people of Queen.! and 
th<tt the line was being passed. The LaiJ<lur 
party would be only too pleased to support the 
lineRS a Government line. 

'rhe PHE1rmn : You know that i., mere 
bunkum. 

l\fr. HARDACRE wanted to point out that 
the company would not have to pay the high 
rates ; it was the re"t of the people in the district 
who would pay the high rates. The company 
would get che:;p rates. It was provided in the 
agreement that the Commissioner, with the con­
senb of the company, could reduce the rates on 
minerals, but only with the consent of the 
com[Jany. 

The SECRETAHY FOH RAILWAYS: It will he the 
same rate for everybody. 

Mr. HARDAURE: Thatwasforanotherclass 
of goods. The company could reduce the rate 
on the clas.s of goods they sent over the rail way 
and increase it on other goods. He did not want 
his head to come under the guillotine, so he would 
sit down; (Laughter.) 

Mr. MANN: When he had mentioned the 
rate would be 6s. 7d. a ton, he referred to that 
as the rate that would be charged lf the usual 
Government rates were charged. The amount of 
9•. lld. would be the charge, with the RO per 
cent. increase. · 

Mr. KENN A pointed out that the company 
took all the risks, and the liability in the case of a 
loss on the line. It had been stated that the 
hig-h rates would increase the value of the line at 
the end of fifteen years, but ib had to be re­
membered that the company would have to pay 
the 50 per cent. for fifteen years. 

LABOUR MEMBERS : No, no ! 

Mr. KENNA: Under those circumstances 
he thought the charge of 50 per cent. extra was 
a good one. 

Mr.Kenna.] 
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At 10 p.m., 
The CHAIR:\IAN : Order! In accordance 

with Standing Order 13GA, I shall now TJroceed 
to put the question. The f[Uestion is-That the 
words propused to be omitted (1lfr. Bowman's 
amendment) stand part of the subclause. 

(luestion put; and the Committee divided:-

:.Ylr. Airey 
., Appel 

AYES, 41. 

, Rarnes,G.l}. 
, Barne!<, \.V. H. 
, Barton 

llell 
Bhnr 

, BrennRn 
" Catnpbell 
, C'1ttell 
,. Cowap 
, Jlenham 
,, Douglas 
, Forrest 

Grant 
, Grayson 
, Hawthorn 
, Herbertson 
, Hunter, D. 

Kenna 
Kerr 

}lr. Kidstl"ln 
, , :11 ackintosh 

~faun 
:Yaxwell 
Moo re 
31urpby 
Paget 
Petrie 
Philp 
R~tnkin 
Rerlwood 
Roberts 
:Somerset 
Stodart 

, :Sumner 
,, S\Yayne 
, Thorn 
, Walker 
, White 
, Woods 

Tellers: Yrr. Cowap and ~Ir. }!ann. 

Mr. Adamson 
Barber 

, Bowman 
Coyne 
Hamilton 
Hardaere 

, Hunter, J . .:\1. 
Huxbam 
Jenkinson 
Jones 
Land 

'XO};S, 21. 
Mr. Lennon 

Lesina 
}lav 

, )!cLacblan 
Mitcl1ell 
}1ulcahy 
l\1nllan 

,, Payne 
Ryland 
Winstanley 

Tellers: 3Ir. Huxham and )lr. 1Vinstanley. 

Resolved in the aftirmative. 

Question-That the schedule be the schedule 
of the Bill-put; and the Committee divided:-

)fr. AirrY 
, Appel 

.A.Y:E~, 41. 

, B:.~rnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, w~. H. 
, Barton 

Bell 
Blair 

, Brennan 
, Campbell 
, Cott•ll 
, f'owap 
,. Denham 
, Douglas 

l~orrest 
Grant 

, Grayson 
llawthoTn 
Herbertson 

, Hunter, D. 
Keima 
Kerr 

.\'lr. Kidston 
, Mackintosh 

Mar.n 
.\laxwell 
){oore 
Murpby 
Paget 
Petrie 
Philp 
Ran kin 
Redwood 
Roberts 
Somerset 
Stodart 
Sumner 
Swayne 
Thorn 

, 1Yalker 
White 
Woods 

Tellers: .\'lr. Brennan and .\'lr. )iurpby. 

:Mr . .A.damson 
Barber 
Bowman 

" COJ'lltc 

Xm:s, 21. 

Hamilton 
Hard acre 
Hunter, J. YI. 
Huxham 
Jenkinson 
Jones 
Land 

)fr. I.~Rnnon 
, Lesina 

::\fav 
11cLachlau 
~iitchell 
lllnlcabv 
~1ullan" 
Pavne 
Ryland 
Winstanley 

Tellers: ~Ir. J. ::11. Hunter and ~fr. Payne, 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

[Mr. Maughan. 

Question-That the preamble, as read, be the 
preamble of the Bill-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

)fr. Airey 
, A~pel 

AYES, 41. 

, Barnes, G. P. 
, I~a.rnes, " . H. 

Rarton 
Bell 
IHair 
Brennan 

, Campbetl 
Cot tell 

, ~~~~~m 
,, Douglas 

Forre~t 
Grant 
GraYson 
Ha.,,•thorn 
Herbertson 

, Hnuter, D. 
Kenna 
Kerr 

l\Ir, Kidston 
, Mackintosh 
, )!ann 
, Maxwell 

Uoore 
, )turphy 
, Paget 
,, Pet.rie 
, Philp 
, Rankin 
" Redwood 
, RoberLs 
" Somerset 
, Stodart 
, Sumner 
,, Swayne 

Thorn 
Walker 

, 1Yhite 
,, WooUs 

'1 ellei·$: :Jlr. Barton and )fr. Petrie. 

1'Ir. Adamson 
Barber 
l~owman 

Oo~ue 
Hamilton 
IIardacre 

~OES, 21. 

, Hunter, J. M. 
Huxham 

, Jeukinson 
Jones 
Land 

)lr. Lennon 
, Le:?oi.na 

3-Iay 
MrLachlan 
Mitchell 
Mulcaby 
3lullan 
Payne 
Ryland 
"\Vinstanley 

Tellen;: ~fr. Harducre and ::\fr. Ryland. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
The Hou"e resumed, The CHAIK\IAN reported 

the Bill without amendment. 
Mr. LES!NA: \Ve had J:>O chance to amend it. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I beg to move that the Bill be now read a third· 
time. 

:VIr. LESINA: Mr. Speaker--

The SPEAKER: Does the hon. member rise 
to a point of order ? 

::\Ir. LEi:-IINA: Xo; I rise to move an amend­
ment. I move that all the words after "That " 
be omitted, with a view of inserting-
the Bill be read a third time this day six months. 

I want to g-ive some reasons for that amBndment. 
The reason I move the amendment, firstly, is 
that this Bill has not been properly considered. 
\Ve have had no ovportunity of carefully examin­
ing it. 1Jnder the influence of some barbaric 
invention of the hon. gentleman which has been 
applied to the passage of legislation in thi~ 
(]ham ber, and. which has been imported from 
Russia or some other despotic country, the Com­
mittee h'" put through eleven sections of this 
agreement without any discussion whatever. I 
protest against legislation of the sausage-machine 
type. The hnn. gentleman brings in a Bill here, 
puts it into a machine, turns a crank, and out it 
comes an Act of Parliament. The me m hers of 
the Government do not want an Assembly 
which will discuss legislation and carefully 
analyse it and amend it, revising and improving 
it by the exercise of intelligence. They want 
voting machines in this in•titution, and the Go­
vernment, in passing this Bill through its various 
stages per medium of the gag and tile guillotine, 
has brought us to this final stage of the proceed­
ing,;. Xow, some time ago-I think it wo.s in 
1900-we had a number of similar measures to 
this brought before this House, and one was t.he 
Burketown·Lilvdale Tramway Bill. That Bill 
wa" discussed for some time, and eventually the 
guillotine was appiied to it, and we put through 
about twenty-one or twenty-two clauses without 
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any discusRion whatever. Then the Minister 
gave notice of its third reading for another day, 
and Mr. Fisher-the present straight, honest 
leader of the Federal Labour party-not like 
some :1-Iinisters who sit on the front Treasury 
benches-not a Labour rat like the Secretary for 
Railways, the Treasurer, and their leader at the 
head of the Government who have deserted their 
principle~, but a man who occupies· the proud 
position of being the leader of the straightest 
Labour party in all Australia-moved an amend· 
rnent that the Bill be read a third time that day 
six months. At that time Mr. Stewart, the 
member for Rockhampton North, made some 
observations which are to be found on page 2553 
of Hansard for 1900. He said-

I intend to SU(lport the amendment. 'rhe Secretary 
for Railways said one thing at an earlier period of the 
sitting, and now he appears to have forgotten altogether 
the words he then used. rrhe hon. gentleman said dis~ 
tinctly that there were several amendments he wisbecl 
to move, and he pleaded ·with bon. members on this 
side to permit the discussion of the clauses in which he 
wished to move those amendments. I have no doubt 
my statement will be borne out by Hmu;aJ•d to-morrow. 
It is not for me to criticise hon. gentlemen opposite. 
They are beyond criticism. In fact, they have placed 
themselves, so far as I ran discover, entirely outside 
the pale of parliamentary government. ~~·e have no 
more parliamentary government in Queensland. 

The SPJ.:AKER: Order, order~ 
l\Ir. S'rEW A..RT: 1Ve have no more government bY 

di:wnssion. 

The SPEA..KER; Order! The hon. member i~ not 
addressing himself to the question before the House. 

!Ir. S'rE"WART: I am advancing this as a reason why 
the Bill sl::ould be read six months hence. rrhere has 
been no discussion or ameudment possible on twent:r­
seven clauses, and all that hon. members have been able 
todoisto say"Yea"or"Nay/' I donotkt~ow what 
hon. gentlemtn opposite call it, but it is not government 
by Parliament. It is government by some extraordinary 
machine, which, so far as I have been able to discover, 
has been imported .from Russia or Germany, or some 
despotically governed community. 

Those remaTks are peculiarly applicable to the 
position taken up by the members of this side 
against this Railway Bill. On that occasion the 
present leader of the Opposition sat on the 
front Treasury bench, and he used this very 
weapon, which the present leader of the Go· 
vernment has put in force. to push through 
this agreement at 10 o'clock at night, in which 
proceeding the. leader of the Opposition gives 
him assistance. I say the root principle of 
such machine.made legislation is not in British 
constitutional government. It is a foreign 
principle. It is a principle peculiarly applic· 
able to the conditions and atmosphere of a 
country governed like despotic Russia and not 
to a British community, in which the right to 
freedom of spooch, to free investigation, and 
the free exercise of judgm<mt is regard€d as a 
sacred right. It is up to us at this final stage. 
of the mysterious agreement to make a last 
protest. I take the ground that it has been 
put through th€ House by a machine; it has 
boon put through without proper investiga· 
tion and information. Only this very after· 
noon when asking for information about the 
route, the Secretary for Railways dragged out 
of his box on which he has boon reclinmg for 
a week a document which has never before 
seen the light of day in this House, and which 
shows the prospective route of these 74 miles 
of railway betwoon Cloncurry and Mount 
Elliott. In the absence of information we are 
not able to judge of the merits or demerits of 
this proposal. But the Government have boon 

able, in the absence of that infor· 
[10.30 p.m.] mation and in th€ absence of free 

discussion, to put this Bill through 
Committee unaltered. It was reported with­
out am€ndment, though the leader of the Go-

v€rnment admitted that it needed amendm€nt. 
He admitt€d that c€rtain sugg€stions made by 
members of this party were reasonable ones, 
and that. if th€y had been mad€ €arli€r th€y 
would have b<;')n included in the agreement. 
You cannot have r€sponsibl€ Government with­
out you hav€ r€sponsible administration, and 
fr€e and ind€p€ndent criticism of that admin­
istration, but her€ we ha.ve a Gov€rnment who 
arrogat€ to thems€lv€s the rights of adminis­
tration, and d€ny to th€ir oppon€nts the right 
of fre€ criticism. Such a proceeding is re­
pellant to our notion of what a democratic 
Government should 1:-A?. This Government pre­
t€nd to be d€mocratic; they pret€nd that th€y 
live and draw th€ breath of their r,xistence 
from tho free atmosphere of d€mocracy. The 
1\JinistN for Railways and his ooll€agu€s 
mounted 100 platforms during the. rec-ent elec. 
tions, and appealed to the democracy of 
quensland to send them back, becausu they 
advocat€d home rul€ for Qu€ensland. Th€y 
got back on that plea. Th€ people believed 
them and trust€d them, and th€ way they_ now 
tr€at the representatives of th€ people 1s to 
prevent them freely discussing an important 
measure like that before the House. That 1s 
the wav the :\Iinister for Railways, who was 
returne-d on the postal vote, rewards ~he 
ele.ctors for th€ confidenc€ they reposed m lnm. 
The Government came back only twenty-five 
strong, and many of the members who support 
the Government ar€ not to be trusted. The 
Pr€mier knows that his life hangs on a t.h;ead, 
that the sword of Damocle;; hangs by a smgle 
thread ov€r his h€ad. The time will come, a1:d 
it mav not b€ far distant, when that s_word w1ll 
fall and h€ will dii·appear from thl? mortal 
sce~e as a paTliamentarian and a ,~'lins.te.r of 
the Crown. This Bill has been conce1ved 
in sin, and shaped in iniquity." (Laughter.) 
\Vho are the parents of the meas':'r~? 
Who are the gentlemen with whom the M1ms­
ter for Railways and his col~eagues h~ve 
been colloguing and caucasing m connectwn 
with this measure? We do not know who .they 
are. It is not found in the way of J;msmess 
that anvbodv is prepared to enter mto an 
agreement with persons unknown. Has the 
hon. gentleman entere~ int? an agreement 
with persons unknown m th1s matter? \Vho 
are the the persons who constitute the Mount 
Elliott svndicate. Are there any members of 
this Assembly who are members of that sypdl­
cate? 'l'he Government should have o_btamed 
from the Supreme Court a list showmg t~e 
members of this company, and should have l~1d 
that list on the table of the House for the m­
formation of hon. members. 'Ne do not know 
who they are, and I do not think we should 
validate this agreement. \Ve should put off 
the third reading of this Bill for six months. 
At the end of six months we may be able to 
ascertain who these people are, and what is 
their standing financially and socially. We can 
only get that information if we are aff'?rded 
time for the purpose. Only by the exerCise of 
a wise and prudent delay, as the Treasu~er 
would say-that is always the motto of a w1se 
and prudent politician-is it possi)>le for us to 
get this information and place it m the hands 
of hon. members and in the possession of 
people outside, who are as much interested as 
we are in finding out the identity of the per­
sons who constitute the syndicate with whom 
the Government have made this agreement. 
Delay will enable us to investigate the 
character and standing of the persons who will, 
as alleged by the Premier and Minister for 
Railways, put up this £100,000. We have not 
had an opportunity so far of finding that out, 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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and I hope the· Minister will give us a chance 
to do so. That is the last hope wB have got. 
If that hope is taken from uR. we shall be 
hopele's and despairing; this Bill will go on 
the statute-book, in three months the railwav 
may be surveyed, and in another three month"s 
the rails. may be laid along that line. The 
,!?rof,mrer tn.teuds to !ake a l0ng-pron1i:-<ed and. 
l hope, enJoyable trip to Great Britain. It is 
a pity he cannot take the Minister for Rail­
ways with him, and lose him. (Laughter.) 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: ::\'o hope. 

:\Ir. LESIK.l: The Premier, I say, is going 
hon1e~ and during h1s absence~ if we secure a 
wise_ delay, we mc:y bo able to thoroughly in­
vestigate all the circumstances connected with 
this proposaL :lloreo\ er, the Premier. during 
h1s absence m London, may be able to reach 
the head centre from which the funds haw 
been. drawn which constitute the capital of this 
syndicate, and ho may come back armed with 
information which may induce him in the com­
rug session to tear up this agreement as waste 
paper. But I do not think hE> should be ac­
c~Jmpanied by the Illinister for Railways. 
Surely we can trust the Premier alone in 
~c;11don! (Laughkr.) I would obj<>n w th<> 
.\lmister for Railways going with him. He 
has other parliam<>ntarians whom he is taking 
with hun, and It would not be too wise to 
burden the hon. gentleman with too manv. 
The Minister for Railways, therefore, had 
better stay here. This Government could not 
possibly continue if the l\Iinist<>r for Railways 
wont horn:'. If the Premier goes, that will be 
one calamity. _and if the ;viin,ister for Railways 
goes, that wlll be another calamitv. I am 
patriotic, and I want to save this co~ntrv one 
shock. (Laughter.) I cannoL ,tand a double 
shock, and the absence of the ~1inister for 
Railways, along with the Premier, would be a 
double shock. (Renewed laughter.) But I 
have another reason besides that for sug~est­
ing that the Premier should not take" the 
Minister for Railways with him and that is 
that he is taking other parliamm;tarians in his 
entourage. He is taking the hon. member for 
Brisbane North with him. 

Mr. BARTON: ::\lo, he is not; I am going "on 
my own.'' 

Mr. LESINA: Well, we will put it the other 
way about. and say the hon. member for Bris­
bane ::\lorth is taking the Premier with him. 
(La':'ghter.) I will not dispute over trifles; 
I will, therefore, take the other view, and say 
the hon. member for Brisbane North is taking 
the Premier with him to the old countrv. I 
have no de,ire that the Premier should burden 
himself with too large a parliamentary party. 
Let him leave some of the g-reat men behind 
him, so that the wheels of the Administration 
may run smoothly. That would be absolutely 
impossible in the absence of the gentleman 
who sits in the chair of the Mini~ter for Rail­
way:'!. 

'·Ir. Sr·~IXER: Cannot you per.-uark him to 
tako you with hin1? 

Mr. LE SIN A: I think the hon gentle­
man getg quite enough of me during 
the scss1on without taking me to Lon­
don. That would not be a pleasure 
but a purgato!'ial and pe-r:itential pt•regrina­
tion. (Laughter.) I think I have adv'ancecl 
{•ne or t'vo cogent reasons 'vhv \Ye should 
delay the third reading of this B]II. I do not 
know whBther the Hou·"e agrees with me-it 
,Joe:s not ofte_n do so--l feel like a gre-en apple, 
I ~!Sagree. w1th everybody. (Laughter.) It. is 
-qmte possible that many of the reasons he had 
advanced would not commend them13elves to 

[ 111 r. Lesin a. 

hon. members. but I think they are cogent 
reasons. To summarise them: We have l1ad 
no infonnatiou in re~pect to the Bill; \ve know 
not.hing about the versons who started the 
company; we only received at a late hour this 
eYening e:erta.in maps which we should ha•:e 
l-:;_ad in our posses·~ion -we,eks ago; and \ve have 
had no prop<'r opportunity of discussing in 
detail each clause in the Bill, as WB wew 
gagged when we got to clauses 10 and 11, and 
the othe1· clause" were put throu·~h under tho 
operation of the guillotine, thus preventing 
members, not ouly of this party but members 
of the- G-overnn1ent party, from moving a1nend~ 
rnents in the Committee shge of the Bill. 
The hon. member for ::\'undah, who is a most 
devot-ed supporter of t.he Goyernm<>nt, a.nd bas 
stuck to them through thick and thin, had an 
w<portant amendment. Did he get an oppor­
tunit-y of moving it? You, l\ir. Speaker, 
'\Yf'·re not ill Committee, and w-ere not a'vare 
of th-e fa.ct. but I am aware that the guillotin<e 
was applied to that hon. member-a supporter 
of the Goyernment-and bv that means he and 
his constituents wf're disfr'anchised on the dis­
cussion of this agreement. There is another 
reason \Yhich has occnrr{'d to n1e-it is one 
which ought to appeal to the Secretary for 
Rail"·ays more than anything I haYB ad­
Yanced-tha t is, the money aspect of the case, 
hecau'e if there is anything the hon. gentle­
man 1-oves it is nwney. J\fention money to 
the hon. gentleman and be is sil<mt; meDtion 
money and the Premier obserYeB an attitude of 
rapt attention-he becomes absorbed in a feel­
ing of adn1iration. }loney is his gocJ. ever 
since he has been Premier. He worships it, 
c.nd his sordid :\Iinisters are equally devout in 
tlwir worship of money-from the Trea.surer, 
who. I belie.-e. s)x:nds half of his spare time 
i1e the ba13ement of the Trea,ury Buildings, 
running his fingers through the gold in the 
Treasnr:v chest-(laughter)___.:and the Secretary 
for Railw:L.vs, who ahi,ays colleets m·ery three­
f'<'nny bit that has a hole in it. (Laughter.) 
The £100.001) being put in this industry comes 
out of the public Treasury. and originally 
cmne out of the pocl:ets of the taxpayers. 
The taxpay-->rs, as a body. have no party; they 
are simply taxpayers, and know no party at 
all. They pay the taxes which go into the 
Treasury. and the Government of the day 
seekc, authority horn Parliament to expend the 
taxes in Y:Lrious forms. 'fhey will seek autho­
rity. during the next forty-eight hours. from 
this Parliament. to pro.-ide Supply for certain 
expenditnre, &.nd und-er our amended Railway 
Act that expenditure will be entirely in the 
hands of the Secretary for Rmlways. ,,·ho will 
be able to control the expenditure of that 
money on thos.p works. le this matter not 
then of imprn·tance to the. taxpayers who find 
this money, and \vho, as taxpayflrs, an\ 
superior to a!! party consideratioib? ::\ly 
f't.lllCll(hnent is. in a sense. a protest agaiqst the 
us.c:o of ~uch a rlisg"racefnl \veapon as the fiag. 
lt; lo, .. ers Parliament in its reprel3entatiYB 
capacit.l', and takes from it that st<>ady and 
deliberate air of iny-estig:ation of clehato and 
discussion which should- char:J.Cteri;c> all free 
institutions. and to that extent I consiclN it a 
degradinr~ elernent in pa.rlia.menta.ry life. I£ 
that kind of thing- w<>re to be applied h legis­
lation <Yithout protest, the time must come 
"·hen Parliament will become. merely a. regis­
tering machine. :.\ [en1bers \Votdd drop in and 
out merelv to rc-gistf'r the d0cree.s of a 
Governme1;t. 

'IIr. Sc!~Ef:: Is it not always so under this 
eyst-em of ~overnmen t.? 

Mr. LESI:'<A: Not necessarily so, because 
members at times break away from the Go-
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vernmcnt. I have seen the hon. gentleman 
vote against his own Government. Men do 
detach themselves from their party occasion­
ally. I have voted against the party frequently, 
and I have seen the leader of this party do it. 
There are questions outside party lines, in the 
consideration of which members detach them­
seh·es from their respective leaders, and exer­
cise their right of pri.-ate judgment, but to 
substitute for that the mere brainless opera­
tion of a machine like the guillotine is to 
degrade parliamentary institutions, and the 
time is rapidly coming when. if we do not 
make protests like this, we shall be nothing 
better than recording xnachines. The con­
·"tituencies will not ne( cl intelligent n1en then 
to ~Pnrl H~ thi . ..;;. Chainb.(_•r. _All thev ue-ed to 
du i~ to t-,ot a. beautifnll:T pRint-eel' uac:hine, 
which on certain occasions 'vhen you drop a 
penny in tlw slot will reurd a vote. It will 
have no con--cience, no political platform, and 
no programme which is operated from outside. 
Tha• is prE>cise!v what the Government are 
doing in this casf·. I hold Yery strongly to the 
belief that. unrler the circumstances undE>r 
which we have fought the measure to this 
stage, we have not been fairly treated, that 
the application of this hru tal machim· to us 
does not make for the passage of useful legis­
lation, and reduces Parliament to a process of 
bolting legislation. You know what a man 
doE's when he bolts his food. He has a violent 
fit of indigr,tion. If he masticates it properly 
it does him good, but if a man bolts his food 
he suffers indigestion. So with a LE>gislature. 
If a Legislature does not take its legislation 
piecemeal, and carefully mix with it the 'aliva 
of discussion, it will do it harm. Such a Leg­
islature, or the people who support that Legis­
lature, will get an attack of indigestion sooner 
or later, and when people get indigestion they 
. get grumpy. If there is any more legislation of 
this description put through by machine at 10 
o'clock at night, the rE"sult will be that the 
electors will get an attack of indigestion, and 
then the hon. gentleman had better look out for 
himself. This mbtns the passage of ill-digested 
legislation. It has not been properly discussed. 
It might have. been discussed in the caucus­
room of the Cabinet, with one or two svndica­
tors present with the Minister for Jltailways. 
The Minister for Railways may have sat cheek 
by jowl with the syndicators in the caucus-room 
of the Gm-ernment. They may have gone over 
the det-ails and put in things to suit themselve-s, 
and kept out things to suit themseh-es; but 
that is not legislation. it is jobbery. The Go­
vernment might just as well have published this 
in the Gm·, rmnrnt Gazette. like thev did the 
Order in Council in connection with the elec­
tric lighting businE>ss brought forward bv the 
hon. mE>mber for Fassifern. ' 

·:\Ir. HARDAC'RE; They die! that outside of 
Parliament. 

Mr. LESIKA: ·ender an Act of Parliament 
passed years ago they gave that franchise for 
thirtv-two vears. and advertised it in the 
Gm)c;·nmt nt ~Gazcitr. ~lernbers are regarded as 
so man~~ n1arionc·ttes, to dance when J\linisters 
pull the strings; they are to say '' Ayo" when 
the :\Iinister wants them. and "No" when 
they aro wanted to -,a~· "No." I object to 
being tunwd into an automaton like a penny­
in-the-slot voting machine. I have been sent 
here as a thinking human being to express my 
opinion of the politics of the day, and the bar­
gains which tho Government enters into for 
the expenditure of the ratepayers' money. 
\VIwn I trv to discuss the matter in detail. I 
am guillotrned. This is my last chapce. and 
J am going to take it like Harry Lawson's 

bushman. (Laughter.) This has been con~ 
sidcred in the caucus-room of the Government. 
Information has leaked out in connection with 
this case. IIowever secret these caucuses may 
be, there is always a little leakage, always a 
pinhole through which a ray of light will filter. 
The hon. gentleman is always. I believe, con­
sorting with syndicates; ho- wiil becomo poli­
tically tho paramour of syndicate;, if I may 
put it that way. I believe there have been 
manv of these caucuses in which syndicates 
ha.ve been conccrnGcl with thG hon. gentleman. 
\Vhat tl·anspirecl at theso caucuses we do not 
kno·.:. ·uur. I hear there ha.3 been a run on chan1~ 
pa.~2n-e in the Parlia.n1·rntary Refreshment-roon1. 
!Laughter.) I understvnd there has been a 
run on Po1nery and Greno in the refreshment­
rooin during the luflt few weeks. And who by? 
\Ye know the c\linistE'l' for Lands never spent 
a red cent on Pomery and Greno-that is,. of 
his own moneY. \Ye know that the Prem1er 
ncv~~r E.peut aii'_.ything on anv one at any time, 
and that when the 'l'rPasurer spends anything 
there is a jubilee o\·cr it. (Laughter.) No 
man who has known the Treasurer for the 
iast forty years ever recollects him spending 
anything. so that we may honestly conclu~e 
then. so far as the Cabinet is concerned, th1s 
Pomerv and Greno did not come out of their 
funds." But it ha,; been l_!lll'chased and con­
sumed. Who footed the bill? I look signifi­
cantly to the .:'.Jinistcr, and pin him to this 
point: \'l'ho consumed that Pomery and 
Greno ~ •,Laughter.) I do not blame . the 
::\1inister for Rail ways, because he is a shming 
light in the Rechabite band. (Laughter.) Hop 
beer is just as deep as he would go at any 
time. In connection with tho 'Treasurer--

The SPEAKER: Will the hon. member be 
good enough to let me have hi, a.mendment; 
I have not seen it yet . 

Mr. LE SIN A: I will give it to you, Sir, 
when I have concluded my speech. The h~n. 
member for Leichhardt will write it out while 
I continue the e\·en tenor of my way. If we 
get this six months to reconsider the matter 
before measures are passed, we may be able, 
b-i means of those devious methods known to 
newspaper men and others, to obtain a kn'?W­
!edge of some of the circumstances surroundmg 
the negotiations that took place between the 
:\Iinister for Railways and the agent of the 
syndicates. 'l'here is only one agent that we 
!{now in this matter and that is William L. 
Baillieu, whose nam~ appears here under th_e 
seal of the :\fount Elliott Company, and h1s 
secretary, Frederic Godfrcy Hughes. vVe 
understand from a remark made by the Pre­
mier the other night that for some nine months 
or more negotiations hm·e been going on 
bet•;. een the company an cl the Government. 
::\Iembers of the Cabinet have been carefully 
discussing this matter all the time, not in the 
broad light of day, not openly and above­
board in a manner that would justify mem­
bers ~f the Chamber placing confidence in the 
negotiatiom, but secrf tly, _in the dark.. All 
these things have been takmg place behmd a 
curtain and when things take place behmd a 
curtain:_whether on a conjurer's stage or in 
this place-peoplo are apt to imagine worse 
things are taking plac-0 than is actually the 
c·a . .--~'. T1K'r-e a.re ~o n1a.n;7 1nystenou~ tr.~·m­
bling.'3-, ~o roany rny~terious rumblings, and -;o 
much popping of champagne corks-(laughter) 
-that we want to know what took place dur­
ing the time the nPgotiation& were going on 
between the innocent Minister for Railways 
and the other gentlemen who represent th_e 
company in this matter, and we cannot find 1t 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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out without J;ime. Time is a Si"ecial feature in 
the play. It IS hm_e we want. By delaying the 
pa~s?-ge of the Bill, I get time to make in­
qmnes-not only myself, but other members 
are hungering for information. There are 
twenty-one other members who will fl:O to great 
l~nl)th to secure _information as to these nego­
tmhons. They will make heroic efforts. There 
are members on the Government side of the 
House who. if fhe conditions mig-ht be modi­
fied. particularly the repurchase ~lame. W{Jllld 
do their very utmost to acquire information 
a.nd al~o :3pencl their otvn ITIOlley to g-et it. 
I suppose you, :\Ir. Speaker, are as much in­
tere,ted as anybody, and would like to see the 
cor~·e..spondence which has passed l1<etween 
J3ailheu and other members of the syndwate. 
I do not say that that cormspondence would 
add to your. knowledge of English. which is 
larg'! and diverse, and classical, because the 
qu.al~ty of that correspoudence, as far as the 
l\IImster for Railways is concerned would noc 
be of a,peculiarly_ edif,Ying- charac~r. He has 
not ~o ~ ar shone In th1s Chamber as a ma~ter 
of clacswal English, and I do not suppose that 
we should get this time in order that we mav 
per_use the correspondence with anv ill-founded 
hehef that th;• contemplation and studv of that 
corresp~ndence \Vould improve our krlo~.-vledge 
of En~hsh. I do not advance that as a clai'in 
on wh1ch we. might get this correspo11dence. 
I merely desire, out of a spirit of curiosity, 
to read the correspo~dence between the hon. 
gentleman and "Ilham L. Baillieu or anv 
other person a~ting as agent for the ~olnpanY. 
If ~ can get It, I shall be able to sit down 
durmg- tha recess and read it, and perhaps 
come down when the session opens in October 
next-when the Pren1ier comes back 1ookino­
rosy ~nd fres!I a.fte1· his trip to the littls mud~ 
bank m ths _North Sea-and discuss this matter 
mo~·e: sffechvsly than I am at pre,ent in a 
positiOn to do. ..\ny Government that want< 
to ~lo a fair thing- will fall in with that. I~ 
their saner moments thev will sav to them­
sslves, "The hon. member for Olermont has 
not been fairly treatsd in this matter, and has 
!lot "';en ths correspo_nd~nce, He knows noth­
Ing aoout the negohahons. and' vet the tax· 
payers may ask him about it the next time 
he goes up there to address them." It mav 
bs from .a spirit of curiosity, but that is a very 
good thmg, and should not be suppressed in 
a fres ~ountry-that spirit may induce some 
peopls m Olermont to put ths question to me 
on ths platform, "Wbat do you know about 
the co:r:spondencc> that took place oetween 
the ::llimster for Railways ~Lnd the Premier 
ar;d the _r<;presentatives of the company?" 
\\hat positiOn shall I be in? I will not allow 

the Government to place me in a 
[11 p.m.] false position like that. How can 

. I let my constituents into mv con­
:fi~ence If I am in the dark myself? M; con­
stituents may be incensed against me, 'and I 
may lo~e my seat-a ca.lamity which Quet>ns­
land will take long years t"o recover from. 
(La~g-hter.) :\1y politica.l career mav be cut 
off m the very flower of my youth. because of 
the !Jo':ernm~nt deli~rately suppressing the 
publ;catwn of useful mformation. And what 
apphes to me applies with equal forcs to other 
msmbers. 

The SPEAKER : It is necessary for the 
House and for me that I should know what the 
hon. n:ember's amendment is, so that I may 
know, m the first place, if he is in order and in 
the next place, that hon. members may be ;ble 
to follow the debate. I shall now formally put 
the amendment. as handed tn me by the hon. 
member for LeJChhardt. The question was-

[ Mr. Lesina. 

That the Bill be now read a third time-since•­
which it has been mo,·ed, by way of amendment,. 
to omit the word "now" with a view of adding 
at the end of the question the words "this day 
six months." The question now is that the· 
word proposed to be omitted stand part of the 
f[uestion. 

Mr. LESINA: The line of argument I was 
pursuing was intended to appeal to even the. 
most simple intellect. The Secretary for Rail­
ways takes no notice of my appeals. He scorns 
my arguments and appeals. It is regrettable 
that, in a free country, a :Minister in a demo­
cratic Government should take no notiP-e of my 
eloquent appeals. My suspicion that the hon. 
gentleman has information in his possession is 
borne out by the fact that there are two maps on 
the table of the House, one of which was pre­
pared by the Lands Department and the 
other by the Mines Department. Both were 
prepared some days ago, and should have been 
hung up in this Chamber, so that hon. members 
might carefully examine the route of the proposed 
railway, the mining leases held by thP company, 
an_d acquire other inform>.tivn regarding the 
railway; but, mstead of affording hon. members 
that opportunity of getting information, the hon. 
gentleman has kept them in his box all the time. 
1 have no desire to stonewall thie measure. All 
through I have done my best to facilitate its 
passage. I sincerely trust that the two members 
now present in the Chamber--the Secretary for 
Railways and the Premier-will comider my 
arg-uments. I ask them to cast their minds back 
to the session of 1!)00, when they made a like 
appeal to the then Premier, the present leader 
of the Opposition. At that time they fought like 
demons against ~yndicate railways. In the case 
of two or three of the Bills then before the Cham­
ber, they asked for the thi~d reading-to be delayed. 
I do not ,;ay they con vmced the House, but 
they made a gallant attempt to ao so. They 
were refused by the then Prernier, as I suppose]' 
shall meet with a refusal from the present 
Premier. If the very arguments which those 
two Ministers used in 1900 to convince the 
Premier do not now convince them, then it is 
either because of their invincible ignorance-I do 
not use the term personally, but in a general 
kind of \Vay-it is either that they are invincibly 
ignorant or stupid. They can choose whichever 
horn of the dilemma they like, or they can share­
the two horns between them. 

At 11.10 p.m., 

The PRE:\IIER said: I beg to move that the 
question be now put. 

Question-That the question be now put-put;_ 
and the House divided:-

Mr. A.irey 
,. Appel 

AYEs, 39. 

, Barnes, G. P. 
,, Barnes, W. H. 
, Barton 
, Bell 
,. B!air 
, Brennan 
, Campbell 
, Cottell 
, Cowap 
, Denham 
, Uouglas 
" Forrest 
, Grant 
., Grayson 
, Hawthorn 
, Herbertson 
, Hunter, D. 
~· Kenna 

Mr. Kerr 
Kids ton 

, ::\1ackintosh 
,, 1-fann 

ll!l.xwell 
2\foore 

,, ::\Inrphy 
Paget 
Petrie 
Philp 
Rank in 
Redwood 
Roberts 
Somerset. 
Stodart 
Sumner 
Swayne 
1'\thite 
Woods 

Telie>'s: ::llr. Grant and Mr. Rankin. 
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Mr . .Adamson 
, Barber 
, Bowman 
, coyne 
,, Hamilton 
, Hardacre 
,. Hunter, J. ~I. 
, Huxham 
,, Land 
, Lennon 

:'<OES, 19. 
Mr. IJesina 
" ~[ay 

::IIcLachlan 
,. Mitchell 

Mul<•~thy 
Mull an 
Payne 
Rvland 
Winstanley 

Tellers: Mr. Hardacre and Mr. Ryland. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : I 
beg to move that the Bill be now read a third 
time. 

Question put; and the House divided:-

Mr. Airey 
, Appel 

AYES, 39, 

, Barnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, 1Y. H. 
, Barton 
, Bell 
,, Blair 
., Brennan 
, Campbell 

Cot tell 
, Oowap 
, Denham 
., Douglas 

For rest 
Grant 

, Grayson 
Hawthorn 
Herbertson 
Hunter, D. 

, Kenna 

l\fr. Kerr 
Kids ton 

,. :J.iackintosh 
1Iann 

, 'lfaxwell 
Moo re 
Murphy 

, Paget 
,, Petrie 

Philp 
Ran kin 
Relhvood 
Roberts 
Somerset 
Stodart 

, tsnmner 
:swavne 
White 
Woods 

Tellers : :Mr. Petrie and :Yr. Gray son. 

Mr. Barber 
, Bowman 

r•Jyne 
Hamilton 
Hard acre 
Huxham 
Land 
Lennon 
Lesina 

.:-fORS, 17. 
Mr. }fay 
, McLachlan 

Mitcbell 
,. :Mulcahy 
, Mullau 
, Pa..yne 
, Rylaud 
, Winstanley 

Teller8: :J.fr. Payne and lfr. Lennon. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
I move that the Bill do now pass. 

Quastion pub; and the House divided:-

AYES, 36. 
Mr. Airey Mr. Kerr 

, Ap_pel " Kidston 
Barnes, G. P. Mackintosh 

, Barton Manu 
, Bell Maxwell 
, Blair Moore 
, Brennau Murphy 
, Campbell Paget 
, Cottell Petrie 
, Cowap Philp 
, Douglas " Redwood 
, Forrest , Roberts 
, Grant Somerset 
, Grayson Stodart 
" Hawthorn Sumner 
, Herbertson ~wayne 
, Hunter, D. White 
, Kenna , Vf oods 

Tellers: Mr. Murphy and Mr. Brennan. 

NoEs, 16. 
Mr. Barber Mr. Lesina 

, BoWlnan " May 
, Coyne McLachlan 
, Hamilton H Milchell 
, Hardacre :MullNn 

Huxham ,. Payne 
,, I.Jand , Ryland 
, Lennon , Winstanley 

Telle~s: ll!r. Coyne and Mr. Mullan. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

The title having been agreed to, the Bill was 
ordered to be transmitted to the LegiAlative 
Council, by message in the usual form. 

Question put and passed. 
Mr. Bow>IAN: You have got the Council 

squared. 

ADDITIOXAI, SITTING DAY. 
The PREMIER: I beg to move-
That, unless otherwise ordered, the House will meet 

for the despatch of business at 3 o'clock :p.rn. on Satur­
day in this week, in nddition to the days already pro­
vided b.r Sessional Orders, anti that Government busi· 
ness do take precedence of all other business on that 
day. 
I do not need to say much in support of this 
motion. As everyone is aware, hon. members. 

are desirous of closing the session 
[11.30 p.m.] about Easter time, and this will 

permit us to get through the busi­
ness in that timB. 

lHr. CoY"E : Easter will be all over then. 

The PREMIER: The leader of the Opposition 
suggested to-day that instead of sitting at 3 p. m. 
on Saturday we might meet at 10 o'clock in the 
forenoon. 

HoNol:HABLE 1IE1lllEHS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. RYLc\."D: Meet at 7 o'clock. 

The PREMIER: I am quite agreeable to 
meet at 10 o'clock if there is an understanding 
that we will close before 6 o'clock on Saturday 
evening. 

GOVEHNMEX'l' AXD OPPOSITION 11EMBEI\S : 
Hear, hear! 

The PREMIEH: 'l'hat will give us exactly 
the same time. 

Mr. BoWMAN: Will you guillotine it at 6 
o'clock? 

The PREMIER: Hon. members will see that 
it is all the same either way. 

Mr. Bow>rAX: You are sure to put the guillo­
tine on in any case. 

The PREMIER : It is merely a matter for 
the convenience of hon. members themselves. If 
hon. members prefer that, I will alter the motion 
to 10 o'clock. (Hear, hear!) 

Mr. BOW:\IAN: \Yhat do you want to sit on 
Saturday for at all ? 

Mr. LESINA: What is the hurry? ·why this­
panic hurry? 

Mr. BowMAN : You know you said you did 
not mind sitting all next week? 

The PREMIER : I do not mind sitting all 
next week, as I told the hon. member for ]forti­
tude V alley, if that would ensure a rational and 
fair discussion of the business before the House. 

Mr. LEBINA: What do you consider rational 
and fair discussion? Two minutes for one of 
your favourite syndicate rail way Bills? 

The SPEAKER : Order, order ! 
The PREMIER: But I was given to under­

stand that there was no chance of that ; that 
whether we finished this week or sat next week,. 
the result would just be the same. 

Mr. CoYNE: You only surmised that. 
The PREMIER: If there is a desire to meet 

at 10 o'clock on Saturday morning, I am agree­
able. (Hear, hear !) 

Mr. Bow~!AN: Make it 6 o'clock in the morn­
ing. 

The PREMIER: If membera wish it, I will 
alter the motion to 10 o'clock on Saturday morn­
ing. (Hear, hear !) I think that hon. members. 
will see that, unless there is some understanding 

Hon. W. Kidsto"lo.] 
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about closing as well as meeting, it is merely 
sitting six or eight hours longer. I will leave 
tl1e motion as it sbnds unless therf is a desire to 
alter ill. 

Hox. R. PHILP: I made the sugge.<tion to 
sit at 10 o'clock on Saturday because it would 
give us rnnre tin1e to discuss the llailway Esti­
mates. The ordinary time is from half-past 3 
o'clock till 10 o'clock, but this will give us from 
10 o'clock in the morning till 10 o'cbck "t night. 
I understand that the operation of Standing 
Order 13GA does not con•mence till 4 o'clock. 
That will g·i ve us three or four hour~ longer. 

:Jir. J\fGI,LA:-1 : The Premier wants us to close 
at G o'clock. 

Hox. R. PHILP: If the House wants to get 
away by (j o'clock, it can do w, but I propose 
to sit until 10 o'clock. I think we should have as 
much time as we can get to discuss the Esti­
mates. \V e arr:tnged a few weeks ago to close 
to-morrow night, but we have not been able to 
do it. This will give us much longer time to dis­
cuss the Estimates. 

::\1r. DOW:JLJ..X: I am opposed to sitting on 
Saturday at all. I do not think that thA Rail­
way Estimates can be put thr,mgh by Saturday 
night, even if you start at half-past 10 o'clock in 
the morning, and continue till10 o'clock at night. 
\Ve used to have two ordinary days devoted to 
the discussion of the Railway Estimates in past 
years, and you propose to put them through in 
that short time, Hon. members in this House 
who have occupied the position of }linister for 
Railwayo know that well enough. You yourself 
know, :Jir. Speaker, when you held that position, 
that we had two days to discuss the Rail way 
Estimates. 

::\Ir. PAGET (to ::\Ir. Bowman) : You know you 
put the Home :Secretary's Estimates through in 
one night. 

::\Ir. DO\VMAY: The hon. gentleman said if 
there had been rational discussion he would not 
have minded sitting next week. I told him 
then, as I told him on the floor of this House, 
that so far as these syndicate railways weTe con­
cerned we would offer the strongest opposition 
to them, and what we wanted was sufficient time 
to consider the Estimates. I do not consider 
that there is any undue haste at all in the matter. 
Why not come back on :Monday and Tuesday, 
and finish the business? Some hon. member,; 
have objections to sitting on Saturday. My 
friend, Mr. Lesina, tells me that Easter Satur­
day is a day he has a great respect for, and there 
are probably other membeTs who entertain a 
similar view with regard to th"t day. I am 
opposed to coming on Saturday at all, nnd I say 
it is unfair on the part of the Premier· to ask us 
to discuss in one clay Estimates which usually 
take three days lo discuss. There are a great 
many grievances in connection with the Railway 
Department, and we should have an oppor­
tu':li~Y. of bringing them under the notice of the 
::\1Ill1S<·er. 

Mr. LESIX A : I object to sitting on s,tur­
day. \Ve have not discussed the Railway Esti­
mates for two yearR, and it is really necessary 
that they c,hould be discnssed. Indeed, it is 
necessary that a Roval Conunis"ion should be 
appointed to inquire into the work of that 
department ; and yet we are to be confined to a 
few hours in our tliscus·..;ion of the grievances in 
connection with that. devartment. I strongly 
object to such a procedure. If we have to come 
here, the Premier will have to guillotine the 
Estimates, as far a> I am concerned. It is a 
new business the hon. gentleman has taken up­
the business of legislative butcher. The hon. 
.gentleman is going to butcher the Estimates. 
The man who uses the guillotine is a plain, 

[Hon. W. K idston. 

unornamental legislative butcher. He has the 
brand of Cain on his brow now, legislatively 
sppaking. 

'rhe SPEAKER : Order ! I think the hon. 
member is going beyond the bounds of parlia­
mentary language. 

Mr. LESI::'i'A: I am using figurative language, 
and speak in" of a machine which will come down 
at 10 o'clock to-morrow night on the Eailway 
Estimates. The guillotine is an invention of the 
:French Revolution, and the man who operated 
the 1nachine in France was an executioner, or 
butcher, and the man who uses iL in legiRlation 
is a legislative butcher. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The matter the 
hon. 1nember i::; disclu;sing does not come v,rithin 
the scope of the question now before the House. 

::'\Ir. LESIN A: I objeeot to coming here on 
Saturday. It is a day which is sacred to many 
Christians. 

::'\Ir. RYLAXD: This is Holy \Veek, anyway. 
::'\Ir. LESIX A : And we are doing most unholy 

work. The Government have passed unh~ly 
syndicate lee:islation, and uRed the monstrous m­
strument called the guillotine, and they have 
done that in the name of democmcv. Oh ! 
democracy, democracy, democracy! \Vhat crimes 
are committed in thy name ! \V e are asked to 
come here on Saturday to pass Estimates. Those 
Estimates have not been discussed for two years, 
and it will be irnpcssibleto discuss them properly 
and get through by 10 o'clock, and yet, at that 
hour the Chairman will get up and put each 
item'through the machine, without any d_iscus­
sion, just ";S he pu.t throuf!h th~ agree!"'en~ m the 
Mount Ellwtt Ra1lway Bill this evemng. I pro­
test against coming here on Saturday, but, at the 
same time, I will come if I am compelled to do 
so. \Vhy is the Premier in such a mortal hurry 
to pass these Estimates? \Vhy cannot he ~d­
journ on 'l.'hursday night till the followmg 
Tuesday? 

The PREmER : \V e can take the Estimates on 
'rhursday night. 

:Mr. LESINA: \Vould not a better feeling 
prevail among members-would not it pay the 
taxpayers better-would not it pay the Railway 
Department better, if instead of members being 
asked to discuss these syndicate railways, of 
which the Premier has another in his pocket, we 
devoted our time to the discussion of the Esti­
mates? Never, in any session, except in 1900, 
when the guillotine was applied, have Estimates 
been put through in anything l>ke the time they 
have been put through this session. \Ve have 
usually taken three or four days to discuss the 
Estimates for one department. The hon. gentle­
man, backed up by his most democratic majortty, 
the friends of the people, the chaps who go 
round shaking the horny hands of the sons of 
toil from the Gulf right down to Point Danger, 
now asks the House to pass the Railway Esti­
mates after a discussion of a few hours. 

The PREMIER : I would like to c:cll atten­
tion to the fact that I am not proposing to stop 
discussion. ::1-Iy motion is to give an extra day 
for discussion. 

::'.Ir. LESINA: On Saturday! I ob.iect to 
coming here on Saturday. \Vhy shoul<l I come 
back on Saturday to assist the hon. gentleman 
to get away to a wine party at l{ockbampton? 
\Vhy should I assist to rush business through in 
order that the hon. gentleman n1ay get away t? 
fraternise with the pot-bellied, frog-legged capi­
talists who found the money to fight his election? 
(Laughter.) \Vhy should I help the hon. gentle­
man to finish the business of the House for the 
purpose of enabling him to join men of the 
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·waiter Reid fraternity, and the capitalistic 
cronif'5 he has made during recent yearo since 
he went back on the Labour party, in a festive 
party at Rockhampton "? Before I will agree t:J 
come back here on tlaturday I will see him hang. 
I know he does not want me here, but if I have 
to come back I will come back. At the same 
time I earnestly protest against the motion. 

Question put and passed. 

HELIGIOUS Il'\STRUCTION I~ STATE 
SCHOOLS REFERENDU"f BILL. 

~IESSAGE PRQ}I THE COUSCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
·message from the Council, returning this Bill 
without amendment. 

LAXD ACTS A~IEND}IEXT BILL. 
:'.fESSAGE FRO}f THE COUSCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Council, returning this Bill 
with amendments. 

On the moti,on of the SECRETARY FOR 
PUBLIC LA~DS, the Council's amendments 
were ordered to be taken into consideration to­
morrow. 

ADJOURXME~T. 

The PREMIER: I beg to move that this 
House do now adjourn. The first business 
to-morrow will be the Committee stage of the 
Albert River, Burketown, and Lily dale Tramway 
Bill. I hope that those who are desirous of 
having a full discussion on the Railway Estimates 
will try--

Mr. BoWMAN: Y on are a hypocrite. 
The PREMIER: We will try to get through 

this Bill in the afternoon, so that the evening 
ma.y be devoted to the discussion of the Railway 
Estimates. 

~Ir. Bow:I!AS: 'Ve will give you another 
opportunity for your gag, 

The PREMIER: I say that for this reason: 
The Bill that is coming up for consideration 
to-morrow is just on the same principle as the 
Bill we passed to-day. 

~Ir. LESINA: It is worse. 
The PREMIER : In the essential details it is 

just the 'same. 
~Ir. LEN:SON: The details which we had not 

time to discuss. 
The PRE:'.HER: I am only E-xpressing my 

opinion on the matter. Some hon. members 
8eem to think that I was desirous of not having 
a full discussion on the Rail way Estimates. 

A LABOCH }!E}!BEH: It is not possible to have 
a full discussion on the Railway Estimates. 

The PRE ;\fiER: For that reason I sug-g-est 
that we should devote a large part of to-morrow 
to the Railway Estimates. 

}lr. BOIV.'IIAX: I w:1.nt to tell th8 Premier 
that, so far as the Bill is concerned, it will re­
ceive the same fair treatment as the other Bill of 
the same kind h"1s received. \Ve are going to 
consid~r it in detail in Committee, as the oppor­
tunity was not given ns to-night in connection 
with the btter clauses of the agreement in the 
other Bill. If the Premier says they are both on 
the same principle, we are going through the 
latter clauses and will mete out the same fair 
treatment we ha,-e given to-day. 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at five minutes to 12 

.o'clock. 
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