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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TCESllAY, 24 :'IIARCH, 1008. 

The ::3PEAKEI\ (I-Ion . .Tohn Leahy, Bu/loo) took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPEl:U:l. 

The following papers, laid on the tabie, were 
ordered to be printed :--

(1) Regulations as of 2Rth December, 1907, 
and 12th :'.larch, 1908, relati,-e to the 
Government Savings Bank Act of 1864. 

(2) Return to an Order, relative to grazing 
farms in Central Queensland, made by 
the House, on motion of l\lr. Grant, on 
the 11th instant. 

QUESTIO:\'S. 
RKWPO!l'i'n!EX1' OF DR. i\IA);:""ELL. 

Mr. LESIXA (Clu1aont) asked the Chief 
Secretary-

]. Is it tbe intention of the Government to reappoint 
Dr. ::\Iaxwell at the end of Lis present engagement t 

2. If so. willlw afford rarliament an opportunity of 
<lisenRsing the propo~:tl before the appointment is 
ga.zetted? 

The PREMIER (Hon. \V. Kiclston, Rock­
hccmpton) re plied--

1. and 2. The matter is now being considered. 

i\Ir. LESINA: I think we ought to know some­
thing about the reappointment of a man getting 
.£3,000 a year. 

CLONCGHIW RAILWAY EXTEXSJON. 

Mr. l\IAY (Plind(rs) asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

Seeing the Cloncnrry Railway extension was to be 
constructed by day labour, is it the intention of the 
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Government, as report states, to let the bridge work 
between Helton and Oloncurry by contract? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. G. Kerr, B"rcoo) replied--

Xo. It is not intended to let bridges on t.he Cion~ 
curry extenswn by contract, but otl'ers have been in~ 
vited from men willing to undertake the erection by 
piecework at a ~ta.ted price. The erection of bridges in 
this way is a common pr~tice on day labour lines. 

RAILWAY b'RQ)J CLONCliRRY TO MOUNT ELLIOl'l'. 

Mr. l\IA Y asked the Secretary for Rail ways­
Is it the intention of the Goyernment to introduce a 

:Bill to construct a railway !rum Oloncurry to :l\lount 
Elliott this session; if not all the way to ~lount Elliott, 
could not a part o£ the way as far as the 1!albon, which 
I understan<t is already fully surveyed, be constructed? 

The SECRETARY .FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

The matter is under consideration. 

(Laughter.) 

E:IFORCING ]\liNING REGCLATIONS. 

Mr. MAY asked the Secretary for Mines-
Is it his intention to enforce regulations aR specified 

in part XIII., clause 21-J., suhsections l::J, 14, 16, 17. 22, 
30, 32, and 33. of the ~lining Act o£ 1898, in the Cion­
curry district~ 

The SECRETARY FOR MIXES (Hon. J. 
\V. Blair, Ipswich) repliod-

A resident inspector of mines has been appointed for 
the Oloncnrry district, and is now on his way to the 
field. The inRpector will see that the proYisions of the 
Act are complied with. 

Mr. LE~INA : That is better than "The matter 
is under consideration." (Laughter.) 

RAILWA1 FR011 \VALLOON TO 1\l.<~.RBCRG. 

Mr. KEOGH (Rose1tood) asked thP Secretary 
for RailwayR-

Is it his intention to have a survey made from 
1ralloon to :Warburg, as promh:ed by the Secretary for 
Public Lands when acting as Secretary for Railways~ 

'J'he SI<;CRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

This matter will have careful consideration, but so 
far there has not been a surveyor available. 

Mr. LESINA : \Ye are getting tired of "This 
matter is under consideration." (Laughter.) 

REPRESENTATION AT Prm,IIERs' CoNJ<'ERENOE. 
Mr. SUMNER (Nunrlah), without notice, 

asked the Chief Secretary--
In 'iew of the introduction of the Surplus l{evenue 

Bill in the Commonwealth J>arliamcnt, is it the inten­
tion of the Government to be relJl'escnted at the forth­
coming Premiers' Conference to be held in !\Ielbourne 7 

The PREMIER: Yes. 
Mr. LESINA: Who will you send down there? 

Airey? 
The SPEAKER : Order, order! 
Mr. MAXWELL: Send Lesina. 

ELEC'l'IOXS ACTS .UIE:XDMENT BILL. 
Co;,t)IITTEE. 

Clause 1 put and passed. 

Clause 2-" Diocontinuance of certain ad ,-er­
tiserr.ents .,_ 

HoN. R. PHILP (Tmcnsvi/lc): Before they 
repealed section 29 of the consolidated Act•, 
which was provided by the clause before the 
Committee, hon. members should understand 

what it meant. \Vould it mean that the names 
that were struck off the roll at the revision 
courts would not be advertised ? 

The Hmm SECREl'Al\Y: No; that is not so. 
\V e will continue to advertise the list of dead, 
left, and dis<ttmlified. 

HoN. R. PHILP : The lists of thnse put on 
the roll should be advertised too. He would 
like the Minister to tell them the cost of adver­
tising the m\rnes put on at the bi-monthly or 
'lUarterly courts. 

The HOJ\1E SECRETARY (Hon. A. G. 0. 
Hawthorn, EnoggeTa): The cost of advertising 
the bi-monthly list,; of names last year was­
£1, 367 Ho. !Jd. The cost of ad rertising the 
electoral lists, as mentioned in section 2U, was 
£21D /s. Sd., and the cost of advertising the 
lists of dead, left, and disqualified was £226 lGs. 
3d. That was a reduction on what it was the 
previous year, still non. members would see that 
it wa~ a very large amount.. 

Mr. PAGET : vVhat was the total amount? 
The H0-:\1E SECRETARY: About £2,000 

altogether. 

-:\Ir. MAXWELL : That will be so much more 
towards the old age pensiom. 

Mr. .TEXKIXSOX (Fassijern) hoped the 
Minister would see his wav clear tu allow the 
clause to be negatived. \\'hen the clause wa& 
discussed on the last occasion that this Bill was 
before the C<><nmittee, the consensus of opinion 
was that the money was absolutely well spent. 

Mr. l'>L\XWELL: Xo, no! The majority were 
against that. 

Mr. JEJ\"KINSO:'\ : The majority might have 
been against it as far as the Yoting was con­
cerned, but the consensus of opinion was that 
the money was well spent. 

GovERN}!ENT ANn L.\.llOCR l\IE:lll3ERS : No. 
The HO>IE SECilETARY: That is you, I sup­

pose. 
Mr .• TENKINSON: He was one of those who 

believed in giving as much publicity as possible 
to these matters. There was no scheme sug­
gested for giving electors the same op1nrtunity 
of ascertaining whether their names were placed 
on the roH as was given by advertising- the lists. 
Posting the lists outside a post otlice or court­
house was not sufficient, as many electors would 
never see them at those pbces. In the produces 
numbers of ele~tors would have to travel many 
miles into town in order to ascertain whether 
their claims had been accepted by the bi­
monthly court, and their names registered. The 
amount sppnt in advertising the lists wa., Yery 
insignifirnnt when it was considered that ib was 
S[Jread over the whole of l~ueensland. The 
metropolitan journals would absorb two-fifths of 
the amount, so that there was very little left for 
advertising names in the provinces. He hoped 
the matter would be pressed to a division, and 
that the clause would be negatived. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber for Fassifern spoke about the consensus of 
opinion in the last Parliament being- in favour 
of continuing this expenditure. The voting on the 
repealing clause was" ..._-\.yes" 3:1, "Xoes'' 24, so 
that the consensus of opinion was ag-ainst the 
retention of the pro' ic.ion, and he thought the 
majority of hon. members would agree with 
him tht>t the advertising was.absolutely unneces· 
sary, and that it was a waste of money. 

Mr. PAGET (Jf"cl.:ay) did not agree with 
the :Yiinister that the ad vPrtising of the electoral 
lists prepared by the bi-monthly courts war> 
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absolutely unneces•,ary. There was no question 
but that in dietricts ·away from the centres of 
population the only methorr by which people 
could ascertain whether their names were inserted 
on the electoral roll was by reading the local 
newspapers. It was absoutely impossible for the 
great majority of those people to vhit the post 
office or the courthouse to see whether their 
names were registered. Though the striking of 
names off the rolls was not strictly related to 
the clause under discussion, he would draw 
attention to the enormous number of names 
which were struck off the rolls at the last annual 
revision court. 

Mr. LESINA: They were nearly ail Labour 
supporters. 

::\Ir. PAGET did not agree with the hon. 
member for l;lermont that they were nearly all 
Labour suppJrters. During the election cam­
p:dgn quite a number of cases wer0 lmmght 
under his notice in which persons who had never 
moved from their residence,"' and who were not 
Labour supporters, had their names Rtruck off 
the roll. 

::\Ir. ::\fuRPHY : Did not thev notice their names 
in the newspapers ? " 

l\lr. PAGET: Xo. In his own electorate very 
few cases came under his notice, but quite a 
number of people in Brisbane, who had not 
moved from their old residence, when they went 
to vote, found th:tt their names were not on the 
roll. He believed it wets the desire of every 
member of the House, and of every right-thinking 
person in the community, that every person in 
the State who was entitled to vote should be 
allowed to vote. How names came to be struck 
off the roll at the last revision c mrt he did not 
know. The police were supposed to make a 
house to house visitation for the purpose of find· 
ing out whether electors still resided at the 
addresses given on the rolls. 

HoNOUl\ADLE :\!EMBERS : No. 
.J:VIr. LESINA: They were sent round. 

::\Ir. PAG ET understood that the police in the 
Brisbane districts di•l make a house to house 
visitation. 

An HoNOCRADLE ::\IE1IBER : They did at one 
time. 

Mr. PAGET: \Veil, they were alleged to 
have made this visitation. \Vith regard to the 
question of advertising the names of persons 
whose names it was proposed to strike off the 
.roll, he would point out that the notices sent 
out by the electoral office dici not always reach 
people in country districts. In view of the state 
of the rolls at the last general election, he 
thought it would be a very excellent thing to 
form a committee from all parties in the House 
to inquire into the working of the electoral office, 
and to see whether some inexpensive system 
nould not be evolved by which every person in 
the State entitled to the fmnchise should have 
his or her name enrolled, and that the names of 
such persons should not be struck off the roll 
except for very good reasons. 

HoN. D. :F. DENHAM (Oxley) asked whether 
it was tl<e intention of the Government to still 
advertise the annun,l list of persons who were 
"dead, left, or disqualified"? 

The HmiE SECRET AllY : Yes, that is to be con­
tinued. 

HoN. D. F. DENHAM : This clause n1erely 
applies to the bi-monthly lists? 

The Hmm SEC!lETARY : Yes. 
Mr. ARMSTRONG ( Lockyer) : ::\Iany people 

in the country districts did not come into town 
more than once a year, and some did not come 
more than once in two years, and such people 
would not be able to see the bi-monthly lists if 

they were only exhibited at a post office c,r court­
house, but they would probably see them if they 
were advertised in the local newspapers. The 
amount spent in advertising these lists was only 
£33 for each electorate in the State. Was not 
the advertising worth £33. 

The H01!1c SECHET.\RY: I do not think so; it is 
unnecessary. 

Mr. AR1ISTROXG: He disagreed with the 
Minister on that point, because there were 
people who had no means of finding out whether 
their names were registered except by reading 
the advertisei lists in the local newsp.~pers. 
Before the last election names were improperly 
removed from the roll, and the electors received 
no notice that their names were to be struck off. 

The Hmt:B~ SECRETA!lY : A notifics.tion is sent 
out to every elector. 

Mr. ARMSTIWNG: He could give specific 
instances in his own household where notices 
were not sent out. 

The HOME SECHE1'ARY : They were sent out. 

::\Ir. ARMSTROXG: The notices should be 
served by some authorised person, and proof 
of service should be given before a name was 
struck off the roll. He thought it was more 
difficult to get on the roll now than it was 
previously ; the provisions with respect to 
change of residence were certainly involved. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): Frbm the evidence 
given by Opposition member;; who had spoken, 
the advertising of lists did not prevent people 
being knocked off the roll last year, and yet 
those hon. members advocated that the adver­
tising should be continued. 'rhis clause had 
nothing to do with knocking people off the roll­
ic did not interfere with the advertising of the 
annual revision lists, but dealt with the claims 
of persons applying to be enrolled. It cost 
£1,400 last year to advertise the names of new 
electors. He sgreed that there should be an 
annual revision of the rolls, otherwise they would 
become obsolete, and thought that the £1,400 
expended on ad verti."ing the n"mes of applicants 
for enrolment should be spent in making a 
proper annual investigation, with the view of 
ascertaining who were qualifiecl to have their 
names on the roll and who should have their 
names struck off the roll. When the police went 
round to inquire whether electors continued to 
reside at the addresses given on the rolls, they 
should at the same time make it their uusiness to 
rJut on the rolls the names of all persons qualified 
to exercise the franchise. 

The HO;vJE SECRETARY: With regard to 
the statement of the hon. member far Lockyer 
that he knew cases where the nn,mes of persons 
had been struck off the roll without those perwns 
being notified, he would point out that this 
clause had nothing to do with the matter. The 
Government were not proposing to do away with 
the advertising of the list of those electors who 
were" dead, left, or disqualified." In addition 
to advertising that list, every person whose 
name appeared upon it was notified from the 
office of the electoral registrar that it was in tended 
to knock his name off the roll if he did not make 
good his claim in six weeks or two months, so 
that electors received a double notification. 

Mr. JENKIXSON: The notice is not always 
sent. 

The HOME SECRETARY: On every occa· 
sion. 

Mr. JENKINSON: It is not always received. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY: They were 
posted to the addresses of the electors. As to 
new names, he did not think there was any hard­
ship in doing away with the advertising. It was 

Hon . .A. G. C. Hawthorn.] 
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the simplest thing imag-inable now to get on the 
roll. A chtimant had only to sign his applica­
tion, and get it attested by an elector; and then 
forward it at any time to the electoral office, and 
it would be considered at the next b:-monthlv 
court. If any person objected to the application, 
then the claimant would be notified of that 
objection by the electoral office. So that it 
seemed to him there was absolutely nothing to 
complain of. If a person received notice that 
his name was intended to be struck off, he had 
the right of going to the registrar's office, and on 
showing good cause his name would he restored. 

l\Ir. OAMPJ3ELL (Jiotrton): ::VIembers gene­
rally were well aware that a great many people 
were knocked off the rolb withont just cause. 

In his own electorate he could name 
[4 ]J.m.] 1:30 such case' of people who had 

never moved from their residences or 
done anything to justify their removal from the 
roll. Then take the case of the Toowong elec­
tomte, in which over 800 names were knocked 
off. He understood that it was the duty of the 
police to see that name< were on the roll, and the 
persons who had been instrumental in removing 
that number of narues from the Toowong roll 
must have taken the cue from someone. He did 
not think it was a fair thing to the electors that 
the present practice should be tLllowed to ]Jrevail. 
It was of the utmost importance that everyone 
who was entitled to the franchise should have 
the opportunity of exercising it, but under pre­
sent conditions that was impossible. How could 
anyone claim with justice that 15 per cent. of 
the electors of 'l'oowong had become disqualified? 
\Vhy, the thiug W<ts monstrous, and there was 
absolutely no justification for such wholesale 
removaL. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: They get notice of 
intention to remove their names. 

Mr. CAMP BELL: In many cases, in his 
electorate at all events, they did not get notice. 
A pretty systematic canv•"s of the electorate had 
been made, and it showed conclusively that 
notices were never sent out, or, if sent out, were 
never recei\'ecl. If they were sent out they must 
have been wrong!:- addressed, and it should be 
the duty of the registrar'<. office to find out 
whether the addressee had received his notice 
before the mtme was struck off. It did not tend 
to good government or the general welfare of the 
country if the names of electors were struck off 
without due cause. So far a;; the advertising 
was concerned, he did not think it did much 
good in the towns, but to the country electors it 
was a great ad' antage, because they read the 
pa,pers from end to end, and got due notice of 
impending trouble. It should be their object 
to get the names of as many people as possible 
on the roll and to keep them there until very 
good cause for their removal had been shown. 
Some person should be specially appointed for 
cilat duty, and should be held personally respon­
sible for it. 

:Mr. G. P. BARXES (WttTwick): It was a 
matter of the first importance to give every pub­
licity to the applications of persons to get on the 
electoml roll. He knew of several persons who 
had applied, not once but twice and thrice, to 
get on the roll, and the names had still been 
omitted. Every consideration should be given 
to such an important matter, and local adver­
tisements should be inserted drawing attention 
to the fact that such and such advertisements 
appeared on a certain day. That would have 
great weight, because it would draw the ]Jar­
ticular attention of persons to the information 
they so much desired. 

Mr. KEOGH (Rosen·ood) was pleased to 
hear the Home Secretary say that everyone 

[Hon. A. G. G. Hawthorn. 

whose name it was proposed to strike off 
received a notice, but, at the same time, he was 
thoroughly conversant with many instances in 
which no notice had been receh·eri by the parties. 
The Chairman would be «cquainted with the 
name of one of his own supporters, JYir. Donald 
Macpherson, who had been on the Ipswich roll 
for twenty years, and whose name had been 
struck off, whether designedly or not he did not 
know. It was no credit to anyone that persons 
whose names had been on the roll for years, and 
who were not dis[[ualified, should he omitted 
unknown to themselves. He knew that the 
police had done their duty in connection with 
the matter of collecting name;;, and, though it was 
really not part of their work, it was authorised 
by Executive minute. For that he gave the late 
Home Secretary, Mr. Airey, every credit. He 
was also aware of the fact that there were 
instances in which persons did not care about 
baYing their names placed on the roll, more par­
ticularly the ladie3! In fact, he did not k::1ow of 
any instance in which men had declined to have 
their names put on the roll. He contended that 
it would be advibable to spend money freely in 
sending out officers to see that the names of 
every man and woman entitled to vote were put 
on the roll. 

Mr. OOYNE : ·what parLies do you suggest? 
nlr. KEOGH: He suggested the police, and 

they should get extra pay for it. 'l'hey should 
not be asked to undertake such a thankless job 
for nothing, as they had got quite sufficient duty 
to perform already. If it was intended to con­
tinue the old system of sending out notices t~c 
persons under the heading of " dead, left, or 
disqualified," he hoped they would be sent iu 
such a way that they would be received. He 
should be very pleased to see the name of each 
and every individual in the community on the 
electoral roll. It mattered not to him whether 
they opposed or supported him, because he was 
thoroughly well satisfied that there was no 
earthly use in anyone coming against him. 

HoN. E. B. FORRES1' (Brzs/mne North): The 
Oummittee was certainly entitled to some ex­
planation as to why the police were taken off the 
duty of putting people on the roll. Speaking for 
the metropolitan area, unless the police had 
taken the matter in hand the roll would not have 
been half as big as it is, and, in his opinion, they 
could do the work better than tLnybody else. 
(Hear, hear!) In the metropolitan area 7,000 
names altogether had been taken off the roll. It 
was nonsense to "·'Y they were all on one side, 
because the examination at the last election 
showed that it applied evenly to both sides. 
He was not complaining about any particular 
section being taken off the roll; but how those 
7,000 got off the roll in an unknown way wanted 
explaining. 

The Hm!E SECHE1'ARY: \Vhat about the 9,000 
who were taken off in an unknown way? 

HoN. E. B. FOEREST : It was because the 
applications were not sent in in time. 'rhe names 
had to wait until a revision court came on two 
months ssfter. He was perfectly satisfied that 
that was so. 

J\Ir. \V. H. BARNES: There are always anum­
ber off at any time. 

Hox. E. B. FOR REST: As far as the metro­
politan area wa> concerned, the policemen were 
getting an immense number on the roll, and they 
should be put on again. (Hear, hear !) No one 
wanted them to work for nothing. As far as 
advertising was concerned, there was 1nore in it 
th"n some people would admit. He had been 
informed that the advertising in 1907 cost 
£2,000. That was just half of what it cost the 
year before, when it was £4,247, and possibly a 
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still further saving could be made. Let them 
have the information so that people could see 
whether they wet·e on the roll or not; it was 
money well spent. But, above all thing8 this 
system of knocking people off the roll' and 
saying nothing about it was a vu·v objectionable 
one, They had been told by the Minister that 
they all got notice. 

The Ho'm SECRETARY: They are still adver­
tisecl and will continue to be advertised once a 
yee1r. 

HoN. E. B. :I''OHREST: They must hear in 
mind that our roll got altered not once hut a 
dozen times a year. 

GovERN:VI!lN'l' l\1E:VIBERH : No, no ! 
HoN. E. B. FOHREST: There were instances 

of people in Brisbane shifting from one 'ide of 
the street to the other being knocked off the 
roll. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: They can only get off 
the roll once a year. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST: The Minister said 
the people got notices, bnt if they were issued 
they did not reach the people themselves. 
Something drastic should be done to let people 
know when they were knocked off the roll, and 
to enable them to get on again. If this small 
expenditure of £2,000 a year was doing the good 
which he thought it was, it should not be dis­
continued. 

Mr. COYXE (Wa1·rego) was delighted to 
know that the direct Opposition was fallincr into 
line with his party in the direction of wishi~g to 
see everybody on the roll. (Laughter.) 

Mr. PAGET: \Ve always wished that. 

Mr. COYXE: It was only (juite recemly. 
During the Philp 1'(;(/l·rnc in Queensland it was 
notorious that th.ey did everything in their power 
to keep a c,wtam section of the people off the 
roll, and the greatest evidence of their desire to 
get people on the roll was the baby vote. 

Mr. \VJJITE: Give the facts to prove what you 
say. 

Mr. COYNE: He would give one fact out of 
a great number. He went into a court on behalf 
of eighty-four men who were objected to at the 
annual revision court during the regime of the 
Philp Government. He went into the box and 
swore that they still held their qualifications, 
but he could ~nly save two out of the eighty­
four. The actmg sergeant of police-the acting 
re;r!strar-:was banacking against him, and 
actmg, as 1t were, as the advocate for the Elec­
toral Reform League, which was the organ of 
the Philp Government, and succeeded by a 
picked bench, in depriving these eighty-t~o men 
of the vote to whwh they were entitled. 

Mr. HAmL'rON : Has he been promoted since ? 
Mr. COYNE: He had been promoted since 

for that reason. That was not an isolated case 
but it had been done throughout (~ueensland. H~ 
was in favour of doing away with the advertising 
of bi-monthly courts, as he thought it had done 
very little good, and had been a sop to country 
papers. Very few saw those paperB outside the 
towns they were published in, and it would be a 
waste of money to continue it. But he was in 
favourofretaining the publication of the names for 
the annual revision court, and there was ample 
notice given of the annual revision courts. 'l'he 
notice ap[Jeared in the first week in September, 
and the peo[Jle had nntil the first Tuesday in 
N overnher, which gave them every opportunity 
to .rectify any error with regard to their names 
bemg mcluded m the "left. de,ld or disquali­
fied" list. There were othe; matt~rs which had 
cropped up which were not connected with this 
amendment, and he would reserve his remarks 
on them till the proper time. 

::\Ir. W. H. BARXES (Bulim~u): The hem. 
gentleman who had just resumed his seat would 
probah!y not have said what Le had done if he 
had been in the House before. 

Mr. Ooi'NE: Do you assume that I read 
nothing? 

::\Ir. W. H. BARNES : He did not assume 
anything of the kind, but the fact that the hon. 
member read did not show that he bad brains. 
Members on this side hac! always been advccates 
of giving e\rery Inan a vote. 

LABOUH ME,IBEHS: Xo, no! 
1\Ir. Cor NE: Y on are too innocent for that. 

::\Ir. W. H. BARNES: It was a remarkable 
thing that hnn. members sitting in that cn·ner 
should be doing something wt1ich would pro­
bably block a number of perlJll" from getting 
their >otes. It had been stated that the list 
would be quite sufficient, but how was that 
going to appeal to the man who was indifferent, 
and probably he was represented in both s1des of 
politics. He thought democracy should give 
every one the opportunity of knowing whether 
their names were on the roll. Tho principle 
'>eemed to be to do something in the dark, and 
make people find out in eome other way than 
that to which they had been accustomed. He 
was inclined to think that the pniposition was 
not endorsed at one time by the hon. gentleman 
now in charge of the Bill; but now, apparently,. 
the Government wanted to get at some metro­
politan paper. 

The Hm!E i:'ECRETARY : Oh, no! 

Mr. W. H. BARNES: Personally, he had not 
one shilling's worth of interest in any paper. It 
was an extraordinary thing that the hon. mem­
bers in the corner, who were supposed to safe­
guard the interests of the people, should wish to 
prevent publicity. H8 did not think tlmt the 
striking off of names had been intentional, and 
he believed that nil sides had suffered through 
the names of supporters being struck off. One 
strapping fellow at one of his meetings in 
Bulirnba said to him, "You struck me off the 
roll" ; and on that Hry dt,,y a well-known city 
man said to him, "Look here, n1y wife and my­
self are off the roll." The Governruent were 
going to take a retrograde step in the interests of 
so-called economy. It seemed to him that the 
step was being taken in the interests of political 
agents. The Home Secretary was sitting there 
very complacently, though the hon. gentleman 
at one time advocated the advertising of names. 

l\Ir. Conm: He is arhancing with the times. 

Mr. W. H. BARNES : Some persons thought 
he was going back. He was inclined to think it 
was the outcome of the Eqneezing of a certain 
section of that Parliament. (Laughter.) 

The Hmm SECHETARY : That is not original. 

Mr. IY. H. BARI'IES: I'lobody would ever 
accuse the hon. gentleman of being original. 
He took it that it was the desire of all parties to 
see that every individual in the community got 
his name on the roll, and as easily as possible. 
A man might shift from one side of the street to 
the other, and the police, finding that he had 
left, might make no inquiries a.< to where he had 
gone, with the re,ult that the man would find 
himself disfranchised. That was not the prin­
ciple of true democracy. He thought the sug­
gestion of the hon. member for J\Ioreton was an 
excellent one, and that they should try to find 
out whose fault it was that names had been 
struck off the rolls, and seek to prevent a recur­
rence of such a thing. He protested strongly 
against the attitude of the Governmert in practi­
cally going in for secret business in conr,ection 
with the enrolment of electors in the interests of 

Jir. W. H. Banns.] 
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so-called economy. It seemed to him that it 
was because they wanted to get at some papers 
which in the past h<td been too truthful in their 
statements regarding 1\Iinisters. (Government 
and Labour laughter.) 

Mr. LEXXON (Herbert): He was astonished 
at the amount of misconception with regard to 
the intentions of the Government in introducing 
the clause. 'rhe object waB to save expense in 
adverti~:dng new nu.mes. Some hon. mmnbers 
seemed to think th~t it was not at all democratic 
to do away with the advertising of those nmnes; 
but the mere object of ad verti•ing new name' 
had not been to £acilitat e pn tting the names on 
the rolls. The object had been to give people 
an opportunity of objecting to those names 
going on the rolls. The Government proposed 
to do away with what was nothing but an un­
necessary expense. They were all agreed that 
Bvery person in the community was entitled lo 
have a vote; and, acc,ording to 8onw hon. mem­
bers, the best machinery by which that could be 
done was per medimn of the police. Of conrse, 
the police should be paid for doing the work; 
and, seeing that the Government proposed to 
save some £1,40:) by doing away with this 
unnecessary advertising, some of that monev 
might be devoted to paying the police for th'e 
extm work . performed by them, whilst the 
balance might be used in providing for additional 
polling-places, which would be necessary under 
the new sy"tem of grouping small polling-places. 
The postal vote was doomed, and some of the 
money saved by abolishing the advertising of 
new names might with appropriateness be 
applied to the establishment of new polling­
places. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: I do not think this 
Government has ever ohjected to the establish­
of polling-places whPrever they were asked. 

Mr. LEi\NON: He had a great deal of work 
to get the late Home Secretary, ::\Ir. Den ham, to 
establish new polling-places in his electorate. 
He had a big fight, and it cost him a considerable 
sum in telegrams to get it done. 

The HOME SECRWL\1\Y : I said this Govern­
ment had never objecoed. 

Mr. I~ENXON: This Government would be 
incapable of anything so undemocratic as th>tt; 
but the past Government was very much given 
to that sort of thing, and fought very hard against 
the establishment of new polling-places. He 
hoped the Committee would pass the clause as 
proposed by the Government. 

::\[r. BOWMAN (Fortitude Valley) : The hon. 
member for Bulimba seemed to think that mem­
bers sitting in the Opposition corner were un­
democratic becau,e they disagreed with the 
necessity for arl vertising the names on the bi­
monthly Jigts. That did not make them undemo­
cratic. He believed that every member of the 
Labour party, as well as most members of the 
Committef', was desirous of getting as complete 
rolls as possible. He thought all parties had 
some grounds for complaint respecting the num­
ber of names knocked off at the last annual 
revision court. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not think there 
was any partisan,hip shown. 

Mr. BOWMAN thought a good deal of work 
had been done in a careless manner. In many cases 
the names of members of f>emilies were struck off, 
whilst other members of the same families were 
left on. That applied particularly in the large 
,centres of populatwn. \V hat they were desirous 
of was to devise the best method of ensuring 

corn plete rolls. The police were 
[4.30 p.rn.] the best agency for getting a com-

plete roll. (Hear, hear!) That 
was fully demonstrated to them when the Federal 

[Mr. W. H. Barnes. 

roll was first compiled. Then, later on, they had 
a similar example shown by Mr. Airey when he 
was Home Secretary, or by the Government of 
which he was a member, who gavl'l instructions 
to the police to collect names in the same way. 

An HoxonuBLE l'.IE,IBEB: Under the new 
Act. 

Mr. BOW::\IA:0/ : He believed it was under 
the new Act. So long as hon. members were 
assured that it was the intention of the Govern­
ment to use the .l:'olice Force for that specific 
purpose, and that every man and woman who 
were eligible should be placed on the roll, then 
the ditficulty that had been raised by members 
of the Opposition respectwg the non-advertising 
of names passed at the bi-monthly courts would 
be allayed. 

The Hmm SECHETAHY: I do not think that 
would satisfy them. 

::\Ir. BOWMAX: It would satisfy the major­
ity of members of the House, who were desirous 
of getting as many names as possible on the roll. 
As the hon. member for Herhert pointed out, 
the advertising of names only notified those 
people who had taken the trouble to put their 
names on the roll, or had had them registered 
throng·h some agency. The most complete ~gency 
for thi,; purpose was certainly the Police l<'orce, 
bnt they had manifold duties to perform, and it 
was unfair that they should abo have to under­
take their ordinary police work as well as this 
specific electoral work which it was hopEd would 
devolve upon them. The Home Secretary should 
detail members of the Police Force for this work 
in every district, and their in><tructions should 
be to get ever.'· man and woman's name on the 
roll so that everyone would have an •qual 
chance at the poll. (Hear, hear!) The hon, 
member fJr BL1limba said tho,t the police in 
going round might find that an elector had 
moved from one side of the street to the other, 
and he wouln accordingly strike his name off the 
roll. The Act made that provision that when 
an elector changed his place of residence, unless 
he notified the electoral regiAtrar, his name would 
be struck off the roll. \Vhen a notification was 
sent out to an elector, surely the least he could do 
would be to send a notice to the registrar 
notifying him of his change of residence, and the 
whole thing would be fixed up. It would only 
cost him a penny stamp. 

:'>Ir. ArmsT!lONG : The notice is too short. 
Mr. BOWMAN : If the notice was too short, 

they might extend the time. "What he desired­
and what every meml•er desired-was to give 
the fullest facilities to people to get on the roll, 
and then keep them on when they are there. At 
the last general election they found that 1,300 
names had been struck off the roll in l<'ortitude 
Valley alone. On making a canvass of the 
electors they found that there had been struck 
off the roll the names of electors who had been 
residing there for the past twenty years. That 
was unfair to the men and women who wished to 
exercise their votes on election day. H was not 
merely the case with the party he was identified 
with, as all parties seemed to have been treated 
the same, and complaints were general. His 
old r,pponent, lHr. l'.Ic::\Iaster, complained to 
him about the number of names that had been 
struck off. The desire of members of the Com­
mittee was that the police should make periodi­
cal visits through a district-the departmenb 
could specify how many times they should go­
and they should be responsible for getting all 
the names on the roll. That would give general 
satisfaction to members, and also to the electors 
of Queensland. 

HoN. D. F. DENHAM: It would be generally 
conceded that there was a general desire to have 
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a full and unbiassed roll. (Hea.r, hear!) i:lo far 
as the police doing the work waR concerned, he 
did not accuse them of negligence; but they 
were not capable of doing it thoroughly because 
of the shortness of time in which they had tJ 
complete their work. They '··ould come into a 
rlistrict, knock at the door of the home to ascer­
tain who lived there, and they would be told thnt 
Mr. So-and-So was away. He might be at 
Bundaberg for a trip, or he might have just gone 
into the city or to the se,.side. The police did not 
stop to inve8tigate the matter; but ber.:ause the 
man had left the locality his name would be 
struck off the roll. The police were first dele­
gated by the GoYernment to attend to these 
duties immediately after the women were given 
the franchise, and since then they had been doing 
the work. If the Electoral R<gistrar had the 
authority to negotiate with men in each district 
to keep up the rolls, it would be the simplest way 
to do it. 

:Mr. Coy;-m: Thnt would be a bad way, because 
the man appointc·l to do the work would be 
biassed one way or the other, and it would never 
be satisfactory. 

Hox. D. F. D.Ei'-<HA:.\1: The eleetoral regis­
trars were not biassed in any W<ty. 

l\Ir. COD'E : No, but the agents they ap­
pointed would be. 

Ho.N. D. F. DEXHAJ\.I : He intended that 
the men appointed should be officers of the 
department. He would be agree1ble to the 
police doing the work, if their numbers were 
added to. The Commissioner for Police had 
been pressing for more men, and he was given 
an additional seventy. But with the increasing 
demands for police protection their duties were 
multiplied, and it was impossible for them to go 
through a district and see that all the n tmes 
were on the roll. If something were done like 
the census they n1ight arri \'8 at a ,,_,ati.sfactory 
result. The suggestion of the hon. member for 
J\Iackay, i\1r. Paget, fur,, Committee to inv,,sti­
gat.e the whole que,tion was a good one. In his 
electorate he knew of instance. where the wives 
and daughters were left on, but the father was 
struck off. That was because he happened to be 
away at the time the inquiry was made by the 
police. He hnped the Home Secretary WOtllrl 
give an aRsurance thn,t n,n augn1ented Police Force 
would undertake the work. 

Mr. SlJMNER (Nundrth) agreed that all 
parties desired to have a c,1mplete roll, but it 
was rather str,mge to him to henr members of the 
.Opposition advocating it to.day. 

Mr. JENKIKSON: 'Why? 

Mr SUMNER: Many hon. members remem­
bered the days gone by. (Hear, hear !) He 
remembered going round the electorate of 
Nundah RWJen or eight years ago to get names 
on the roll. On one ~~nv3ss he got 100 names 
on the roll. He was not call'· as sing; for himself, but 
for the previous n1mnber for Nnnd.:::h; and, as a 
justice of the peace, he was end<'a' .;ming to get 
names on the roll. Everywhere h::.: \vent he was 
followed by a policeman, to see if he did any­
thing wrong, and if he had made the slighteilt 
slip he would have been put in gaol. When 
they got a fresh G,n-ernment the police were 
ueed to put the namcil on the roll-quite a 
{)hange to whnt it was formerly. There was 
no donbt they had a better condition of affairs 
than existed a few years ago. In those days 
the least mistake would di,qualify an elector 
who had gone to the trouble to hunt up a 
justice of the peace to get his name on the roll, 
and the electoral revision court used the very 
flimsiest reasons for rejecting voters that were 

1908-s 

not of the right colour. Iu one case telegrams 
were sent from one electoml registrar to another 
that if Sumner had witne"ed a certain claim 
they were to put him in gaol. They wanted to 
find out whether Smnner was doing something 
illegal or not. It turnerl nut that he wa" not, 
but for months and months he was followed 
about hy the police. He was asked if it was 
right for a justice of the peace to IN round 
putting names on the roll. He replied that it 
was, and th.,t if the GoYernment was a good 
Government thev would do the work he was 
then doinv. Bnt although the o·.mditions were 
better now than they <Wer were since be had 
been in Queensland, they were not perfect. In 
one case that had been mentioned the man was 
an opponent of his, but he had a right to have 
his name on the roll; he had been a. 1•oter ever 
since the colony WHS established, "nd yet at the 
last electinn he was deprived of his right to vote, 
for no n '<SOn that he knew of. There ought to 
be some hetter system introduced by which such 
cases would be impossible. One 1 ecsnn why 
men and won1en were not enrolled was because 
,,f the existence of two rclls-the Common­
wealth and the State, and he hopecl the clay 
was not far distant when they would have the 
same roll for the State that they had for the 
Commonwealth. In hi< own electorate were 
numbers nf n1en whose nan1es were on the Com­
monwealth roll but not on the State roll. As 
long ac they had two rolls there would ~cl ways 
be that diliiculty. That could be altered by 
stopping the freehold qualification enabling a 
man to say in which electorate he would exercise 
his vote. If that was abolished there would be 
no difficulty in making the rnlls alike-the same 
roll for the Commonwealth as for the State. As to 
the clau"e itself, the money could be much better 
spent than in advertising. Some of it might be 
given to the police for the extra duties they bad 
to perform in going round getting the nan1es. 
He believed the police did good work in that 
connection, notwithstanding what had been said. 
Another thing he might mention: In his elec­
torate were many people whose homes werA 
there, but who had to work part of the year 
elsewhe.re, and on returning from the sugar 
districts, where thev had been at work four or 
five months, they found that their mtmes had 
been removed from the roll. In,tructions should 
be given to the police and the electoral registrars 
to make fuller inquiries before striking any name 
off the roll. He hoped the clause would be 
carried. 

~Ir. WHITE (Musgrat•e) regretted that the 
element of bitterness had been introduced into 
the debate by the hon. member for N undah, espe­
cially after the very moderate speech of the 
leader of the Labour party, who .showed that he 
fully appreeiated the position. He was surprised 
that more notice had not been taken of the BUg­
gestion of the senior member for 1Iackay. He 
himself had suffered severely at the hands of the 
Gcwernm "llt. At the election before last, when 
he was defeated, the Kidston Govermno1t did 
everythh,g they couhi to thwart him. They 
nc~ually did away with a polling-booth, because 
at a previou; election he got a majority of the 
votes there. Many people had been knocked off 
the roll in his electorate. some of whom had 
re·ided there for the last fourteen years, and in 
one c---tse a man, who had moved frorn one divioion 
into another, found his name O;l neither roll. 
This was purely a mistake on the pwt of tbe 
electoral registrar. The matter of putting names 
on the roll and knocking names off the roll bad 
nothing to do with the Govermr.ent for the time 
being, and it was unfair for hon. members to get 
up and make accusations which, in many cases, 
were without any foundation. 

Mr. White·l 
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:i\Ir. HAMILTO::S (Gregory): This new-born 
zeal on the part of the Opposition to see that 
every one who was entitled to vote should have 
an opportunity of recording his vote came as a 
surprise to him. Not many years ago, when 
those members occupied seats on the other side 
of the House, members of the Labour party had 
to complain from time to time of the difficulty 
people had in getting on the roll, and of keeping 
their names on the roll after they had been en­
rolled. On one occasion the leader of that party 
moved the adjournment of the House to call 
attention to the cancellation of a polling-booth 
in a certain electorate which would have had the 
effect of disfranchising a number of electors. 
Year in and year out the Labour party had 
complained about the difficulty men had in 
getting on the roll, and had advocated a simplifi­
cation of the system. From his own exj>erience 
in the \Vestern districts, he knew that men had 
their names knocked off the roll constantly. 

JIIIr. LESINA: Tlwy were " dead." 

l\Ir. HAMILTOX : He had himself received 
a notice the other day that he was " dParl " or 
had "left thP district," and when he lived in the 
Western district he had to keep sending word to 
the electoral registrar three or fonr times a year 
to tPI! him that he was nob "dead," or his name 
would have been struck off the roll. He knew 
of cases in which men who had lived in a district 
for years went to justices of the peace and 
asked them to witness their claims, but the 
justices of the peace would not witness them. 
'rhe justices of the peace were all of a certain 
brand of politics in those days. He was very 
glad to see that it was now the desire of all 
members on bot.h sides of the House to make 
some attempt to see that everybody entitled to 
the franchise was placed on the electoral roll 
and kept on the roll. The best possible machinery 
for collecting the electoral rolls was the police, 
but in many country districts the police were 
undermanned. In some places a policeman held 
as many as twenty different offices, and in 
such cases it would be difficult to get this 
work done by the police. Tile Government 
could, however, assist people in their efforts 
to ascertain whether their. names were on the 
roll by having a copy of the electoral roll for 
the district, together with all supplementary 
rolls, hung up at every post office and at other 
public places in the district. Nearly every one 
in a country district. went to the post office, but 
very few ever went near the courthouse. He 
did not think the advertising of the names of 
persons applying to be enrolled did much good. 
The advertising was only done in order to give 
people an opportunity of objecting to applica­
tions where it was considered the applicants 
were not qualified, but now tba.t we had adult 
franchise that was unnecessary. It was quite 
sufficient to advertise the names of persons 
whom it was proposed to strike off the roll. The 
persons concerned should also receive notice that 
their claims were challenged, but many people 
in country districts received no such notification, 
and when an election took place they found that 
their names were struck off the roll, and then it 
was too late to get their names replaced on the 
roll. 

The PRE::YIIER: Every hon. member knew 
that there was something defective in our system 
of collecting names for the electoral roll. He did 
not suppose there was a member of the House 
who did not find out on polling-day at the last 
election that hundreds of people in his district 
were off the roll. It did not matter whose fault 
it was-that was the fact. Every hon. member 
knew that some better system than the present 
system should be adopted, so that practically 
everybody's name should be on the roll. 

[Mr. Hamilton. 

Mr. LERINA: Have you got that matter under 
consideration ? 

The PRE11IER: Yes, they had got it unrler 
consideration. (Laughter.) As a matter of fact 
they thought tlwt a much larger me might be 
made of the police in this matter, just as was 
done in the collection of the first Federal roll. 
The Government had been working up to that, 
hut circumHtancc•·s over which they had no control 
had prevented the thing being framed properly. 
He was doubtful whether the money they spent 
unrler the provision they were proposing to repeal 
was justifiable expenditure; he was doubtful 
whether they got value for that money. After 
they had spent all that money, hundreds of 
people were still off the roll. There was a large 
number of respects in whieh it was desirable.to 
overhaul the electoral law, and he hoped that 
next ses.•·ion the Government might have a Bill 
to revise the whole electoral law, and amend it 
in a large number of particulars. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Then withdraw this Bill. 

The PREMIER: The purpose of the present 
Bill, as practically of all the other Bills they had 
to introduce this session, was simply to put back 
the business where it was last year when they 
were dismissed. 

Hon. R. PHILP: \Vhen you resigned. 
The PREMIER: \Vel!, when they resigned. 

Ib was more respectful to the Governor to say 
"when they resigned." Hon. members would 
understand that Parliament had already declared 
what was desirable in regard to those several 
Bills. Perhaps they might not be doing every· 

thing that was desirable, but it was­
[5 p.m.] desirable to pMs the Bills substan-

tially as they were. If the House 
omitted this clause, and put in another, well and 
good ; but he thought it would be better if hon. 
membere, having already debated those Bills as 
they were now presented, passed the proposed 
alterations, recognising that next session they 
would probably have to anwnd the law in a great 
many other particulars to bring it up to date, 
and in accordance with altered political condi· 
tions. He only ro"e to suggest that, having­
discussed the matter pro and con twice over, 
they might let it go. 'l'hey could •ay nothing 
new about it, and there was no need to discuss it 
over and over again. He bad no desire, &she 
had no power, to limit discussion, but as a matter 
of practical business it was better to put the: 
Bills through as they put them through a few 
months ago. 

Hon. R. PHILP: \Vhy ? 
l\Ir. \VHITE: We might have grown wiser. 
The PRE~IIER : Well, they might. 
l\Ir. \V. H. BARNES : There are quite a number 

of new members here. 
Mr .. JENKlNSON : They might benefit by the· 

discussion. 
The PREMIER : At any rate, if the Com· 

mittee wanted to alter the Bill, let them alter it 
and have done with it. It was a mistake to go 
on with an interminable discussion. He sub­
mitted that it would be sensible and business· 
like, the House having alreacJy discussed the 
matter twice, to recognise that the minds of hon. 
members were made up pretty well, and it 
would be far better to take a division and settle 
the question one way or another. 

Mr. LESINA: If they had any other but the 
present system of government, it might be 
possible to permit a matter like that to go with­
out further discussion; but the Premier had 
promised that afternoon, as well as making a. 
promise to the Labour party under other circum­
stances, that next year he would bring forward a. 
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comprehensive codifying electoral law, and the 
object of the present discussion was this: Mem­
bers having no voice in the framing of legislation 
under the present Cabinet system of government, 
the only possible hope of getting their ideas 
embodie<l in a measure was to have a full dis­
cussion now, and in the light of that discussion 
the Premier and his colleagues might be able to 
adopt some of their suggestions. 

The PREJ\l!ER: Is any member of the House 
ignorant of your ide>ts '? 

ivlr. LESINA: Nearly all the members who 
had spoken had made some suggestions which 
might be taken into consideration when the 
Bill was being framed. There were new mem­
bers who might have come there with fresh 
ii!eas. They were not sbtle by long association 
with Parliament; they 0ame fresh from their 
constituencies, and they might be bubbling over 
with information on the matter. It was their 
busines'l to give information which might lead to 
a better sy&tem of registration, Was it possible 
to get a better system? If it was admitted 
that it was impobsible, then let them send this 
incomplete and fragmentary measure to the 
Upper House, and ask them to pass it; bnt 
if it was possible that seventy-two men could 
devise a better system of registration-an easier 
way of getting names on the roll-then they 
should comider the matter, and do something in 
that direction. To say that five or six men 
constituting the Cabinet, having no more rights 
or privileges than other members, should sit 
down and draft a Bill, and then say, " You must 
pass this without deleting a 'comma,' or dotting 
an 'I,' or crossing out the stroke of a ' t,'" was 
an absurdity, and was to permit them to ride 
roughshod over the Assembly. Next Thursday 
afternoon they would have a discmsion in regard 
to elective Ministries, and he justified a discus­
sion of the present kind because it was the only 
chance thPy had of shaping legi,lation. The 
di.~Cl<ssion would not bear fruit for many weary 
months-not until the Home Secretary instructed 
the Parliamentary Draftsmun to prepare a mea­
sure of a certain kind-but when that time 
arrived he might, if he made a c~reful study 
of Hansard, be able to include some of those 
points which had been referred to by hon. mem­
bero that afternoon. However, he was very 
pleased that the Premier had dragged the dis­
cussion back on to the right lines, and that 
was whether they intended to adopt clause 2, 
repealing section 34 of the consolidated Acts. 
Was there any use in publishing those names? 
The Government said not, and others <aid there 
was. He did not know that any party had 
arrived at a definite conclusion. There was 
something to be said both for and against the 
system. On the score of economy·-and that 
was the principal argument that had been used­
£1,400 would be saved by not adverti.eing the 
bi-monthly lists. Under the present system 
objections were invited, and if there were no 
objections the names were placed on the roll. 
The ordinary m"n in a scattered district like his 
never saw the lists unless they were published in 
a local paper. There were in such districts little 
groups set.tled in mining gulliee, along creeks, 
and in patchy country, all ,,eparated from one 
another by 2o, 30, or 40 miles, and those men 
seldom came into town. 

The PRE3IIER: Not two men in a hundred see 
the advertisements. 

Mr. LESINA: Still there were some active 
men connected with the organisation in his dio­
trict who saw the lists, and who made it their 
business to see that one man among them came 
into town to look after electoral business. They 
examined the lists, and saw ~hat certain men 

were struck off for the various disqualifications 
laid down in the Act, and they knew the where­
abouts of the different people. Now it was pro­
posed to publish the names once a year, before 
the annual revision court. 'l'his list was adver­
tised for the purpose of making known the objec­
tiong, and it enabled residents, who knew that 
a man had not left the district, to go to the court 
and notify the authorities of the fact. At Oler­
mont they generally sent a man in to the court 
on behalf of the Labour organisation. If he was 
a working miner, another man was put on the 
shift in his place, at, say, 10s. a day. The man 
came into town to look :tfter the list of names, 
and it was kept up to date. He supposed that 
was the practice in other districts; they had to 
do that in order to hold the seat. If they wanted 
a seat for Labour, they had to hold it, as there 
were various influences at work for removing 
men from the list, and the organisation had to 
prevent men from being removed from the roll 
when they had no right to be. They had con­
stantly to see that the list was rectified, and by 
that mcnns the party was solid. There had 
been some time wasted in twitting the Opposi­
tion that in years gone by they had used their 
influence to keep men oppoi!ed to them off the 
roll. That was a matter of indifference to him­
" let the dead past bury its dead." If they found 
these same men anxious to put men on the roll, 
they should welcome their con version. 

Mr. RYLAND: Is it a genuine conversion? 

Mr. LESINA: That was a matter that only 
their snbse<111ent actions would show, but it was 
an unprofitable occupation to twit men with the 
fact that they had changed their opinion. He 
would not twit a man who was an inebriate and 
became a member of a Rechabite lodge, on the 
fact that he used to d>ink whisky. (Laughter.) 
If the conversion of the Opposition continued, 
and in future they would help to put men and 
women on the roll, there would be no room to 
quarrel with them. '\Vhat they had to do now, 
in the limits of this fragmentary measure, was to 
discuss whether it was advisable to advertise 
bi-monthly lists any longer, and whether to keep 
the postal vote. They needed to adopt some 
better tiystem, and he was pleased the Premier 
had promised to introduce an Electoral Bill. He 
hoped the promise would be kept, and not 
broken as so many past promises had been, notJ 
only by the hon. gentleman, bnt ~y other Go­
vernments. Most Governments lr ved on pro­
mises, which were made lavishly at election 
times. What they wanted was to make them 
keep the promises they made, and the Govern· 
ment had promised to introduce an up-to­
date consolidated Electoral Bill next session. 
Whether that;(session would take place in July 
or next year, they were not in a position to say. 
The Bill would include all the good points in the 
electoral systems of the Australian States. 

Mr. JENKINSON: Do you believe that? 

Mr. LESINA: He was compelled to believe 
it ; he could not possibly conceive that the 
Premier would lie about it. (Laughter.) He 
had made that statement this afternoon, and the 
quid pr·o quo for that promise was that they 
should pass this little measure, including the 
knocking out of the advertisement every two 
months. He did not care whether they did it 
or not, the £1,400 they proposed to save was 
only a fleabite. He quite believed it was worth 
saving, but when he saw the Government save 
£1,400 with this hand, and throw away £3,000 
with that, be began to doubt their sincerity in 
the matter of economy. vVhat he was more 
concerned abont was, Did it help a man to g-et 
on the roll and keep there? If it did he wa& 
prepared to keep it there, but there was a 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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difference of opinion. Some hon. members said 
it did, and others that it did not, and how were 
they to determine the matter? 

The PmDIIER: Divide. 

Mr. LESI:'S"A: That would settle the matter 
one way, but it did not settle the question of 
right and wrong ; it simply meant that heads 
counted. 

The PRE>liER : It is the only way we have in 
this Chamber. 

Mr. H.UIILTON: Suggest a better. 
Mr. LESIN A: He could not suggest a better. 

(Laughter.) He waR not there to make 'ugges­
tion". They paid a Government to make sugges­
tions and carry them out, and, if they could not 
get a better system than the present one, he 
could not supply them with suggestions. In 
conclusion, the hon. member for Herbert, in 
speaking about the way the late Home Secretary 
treated him in the matter of a pfll!ing-booth, 
at the same time admitted that this Government 
could not possibly do such a thing. \Vhen he 
(:Mr. Lesina) was fighting Mr. Risien, who was 
the Kidston candidate at the election before last 
for Clermont, he could not get certain polling­
booths in his district. At one place, called 
Expedition Dam, which was over 25 miles from 
town, there were a number of old miners, one of 
whom was seventy-eight years of age, and he had 
to walk 2:'5 miles into town to give his vote. 

l\Ir. LENXON: That does not exonerate the late 
Government. 

Mr. Ll<~SIN A: It only proved that both Go­
vernments were guilty. This Government was 
just as capable of doing that as of doing other 
things, and they would do them un!Lss the 
Labour party kept their eyes glued upon them. 
(Laughter.) Unless they kept them in leading 
stringo, and led them straight down the narrow 
path of political rectitude, they would wander 
away, and do these things. (Laughter.) Here 
was a case in point: What the late Home Secre­
tary attempted to do in the Herbert the pre­
sent Home i::lecretary did in the case of Expedi­
tion Dam and other places in the Clermon t dis­
trict. He (Mr. Lesina) had received a notice 
a couple of days ago notifying him that he had 
been struck off the roll for the Oxley division. He 
had ne1•er shifted from Oxley, where he had 
lived for eight or nine years, but his wife and 
himself had been struck off the roll because 
they had shifted from one side of the street to 
the other. 

An HoNODHABLE MEMBER: \Vas this in con­
nection with the State roll? 

Mr. LESINA: He was speaking of the 
Federal Government. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Did you notify 
them that you had shifted? 

Mr. LESINA: No; it was their bn"iness to 
send the police to find out. If a member of 
Parliament, who was pretty \1 ell known in 
Queensland in the district where he lived, was 
knocked off. it was obvious that Tom J ones or 
Bill Smith ·had a remote chance of keeping· en 
the roll. Both in Federal and State matters it 
was 1·ery much easier to get struck off thE: roll 
than, having once got on the roll, to stay there. 
'What Ministers should do was to devise between 
now aud next Fes::;ion sorne effective syste1n for 
putting people's names on the rolls and keeping 
them there, and that system should be passed 
into law as soon as possible after the next session 
began. If thtly did that, he would be very 
pleased to bestow upon the Government his 
democratic blessing. 

HoN. R. PHILP: The Premier must remember 
that this WJ.s a new Parliament, which was in no 
way bound by what the last Parliament had 
done. The new Parliament could decide every 

[ },{ r. Lesina. 

question fur itself, without regard to what was 
done by its predecessor. ='< oborly had shown 
tbat the present law had not worked sati,factorily. 
Two or three years ago the present Home Secre­
tary approved of the ad verth;ing as neces8ary. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: It is unnecessary and 
expensive. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Seeing that the hon. gentle­
man had changed his opinion, he had better 
wait until the new and comprehensive Elections 
Bill was introduced, as he might have changed 
his mind again, and believe in the retention of 
the a.dverti;ing. In 1004 and 190i5 the reason 
advanced for doing away with the advertising 
was that it was necessary to save money, but 
that reason did not hold good now, as they had 
plenty of money. They should do nothing that 
would stop even one man getting on the roll. 
There were very few people likely to go to a 
courthouse to see if their names were on the list. 
He had known a nmn who had collected »ppli­
cations who put them into a drawer and forg":>t 
all about them, and a man had no guarantee, if 
the names were not advertised, that they ever 
reached the registrar at all. He was astonished 
at the attitude taken up by hon. members who 
called themselves democrats. Some years ago 
they were the strongest advocates of advertising. 
The hon. member for Gym pie on one occasion 
got in to a rage bee a use names were not to be 
advertised. 

.Mr. RYLAND: That was the "Dead, Left, 
and Disqualified" list. 

Hox. H. PHILP : \Vhat was the reason for 
the change ·~ Had s01ne secret pr(Jmise been 
made hy the Government that they would intro­
cluce a certain law? The money spent in ad­
verti;ing had been well spent. If the names 
were not advertised, they would have bole-and­
corner rolls. The police were the proper people 
to attend to the work of getting names on the 
rolls. The hon. member for \Varr·ego was ex­
cited about the late Government trying to get 
people's names off the rolls. 

::\lr. UoYNE : I was quite cool. 
HoN. H. PHILP: As a matter of bet, the 

old bad rolls contained the names of more men 
than the rolls cnmpiled in 1905, until the Go­
vernment of the day sent out the police to col­
lect names and make the rolls a little more re­
spectable. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: Under the old system 
men could get on for so many qualifications. 

HoN. R. PHILP: That made very little dif­
ference. Surely no hon. member wished to see 
people on the rolls who were not qualified ; but 
he objected to anybody being off the roll who 
pr,;sessed the necessary gualifk.>tion. That bap· 
pened in many cases at the la;t elections. He 
hoped the police would be employed in getting 
every mo.n and woman on the roll who was 
entitld to a vote, and that they would be paid 
for their work. He also hoped that the adver­
tising would be continued in the meantime, and 
when this up-to-date Bill was introduced they 
could consider the question again, as the Home 
Secretary might have changed his opinion again 
by then. 

Mr. GRANT (Rockhampton): It was remark­
able to notice how frequently the leader of the 
Oppoeition and the hon. member for Clermont 
agreed of late in slating the Government. So 
far, no hon. member had shown that the adver· 
tising had led to any increaee of the number of 
names on the rolk In Rockhampton, where 
the paper< had a f"irly wide circulation, before 
the last election there were nearly 2,000 names 
off the roll. In three nights he and two o~her 
gentlemen collected n93 names, but, despite all 
their efforts, those people were not eligible to 
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vote at the election. In a small electorate like 
Rockhampton it was just aH effective to exhibit 
the names at the courthouse; while in country 
electorate.'J nearly everybody went to the court­
house or the post office. All countrv residents 
did not get the pavers. • 

Mr. PAGET: Nearly all of them do. 

Mr., GRAKT: They might g·et the Sydney 
Bulletm, where the names were not advertised. 
The advertising was merely a sop to the big 
town newspapers. The money could be much 
better spent by putting on more police to collect 

the names, and it could be done much 
[5.30 p. m.] more effectively in that way than by 

advertising. From inquiries which 
he had made, he found that a number of electors 
had been left off the roll because they knew 
their names were on the Federal roll and when 
the police came round to collect the ~ames they 
said that their names were already on the roll 
and did not bother to put them on. 

Mr. PAGET: The constable should have taken 
a roll with him. 

Mr. GRANT: lb was better to put more 
policemen on than to subsidise newspapers which 
were well enough ,,ff for advertisements now. 

M~. J. M. HUNTER (Ma·NtnDrl): In the lasb 
Parlmment he advocated the retention of this 
cl_aus~, and he had heard no reason since to justify 
him rn changing his. opinion. He rPcognised 
that it was the desire of every member that 
every person entitled to a vote should receive a 
vote, but he had not heard any sound reason 
adv":nced to show th11t the advertising should be 
conlmued. If the ad \'ertising of names was 
good, then they did not do one quarter enough 
of it. In the country towns they found two or 
three papers circulating, bub according to the 
law these names could only be advertised in one 
paper, and everyone did not get that one paper. 

Mr. P.l.GET: They tell each other that they 
see the names. 

Mr. J. M. HUXTER: Only those who re· 
cei_ved th~ paper kn~w anythmg about what was 
gmng on m connec~10n with the advertising of 
names. If it was an advantage to advertise 
they should advertise in every paper. They 
should mther do away with the a•hertising 
altogether or else incre-.se it. \Vas the money 
worth spending in advertisements? 

The Ho~llc SEOHE'l'ARY: No. 

Mr .• J. M. HUNTER: He held it was not 
worth it. \Vhen a person applied to have his 
name put on the roll, and complied with all the 
conditions laid down, it was taken for aranted 
that his name would be put on the roll. alt was 
more important that they should know whatJ 
names were going off the roll than what names 
were going on, because every· man who made an 
application-unle's he made a blunder or a false 
applicotion-alwayA had his name put on the 
roll. It would be better to spend the money in 
employing . extra policemen to put names on. 
The Premrer told them that afternoon that 
something would be done in this direction when 
they had a uniform roll with the Federal Parlia­
ment, ming the same roll for both Parliaments. 

Mr, PAGET: \Vhat about the boundaries of the 
di visiom? 

Mr. J. l\L HUKTER: There would be no 
trouble about the boundaries. The Federal 
Government was >tnxious to join hands with the 
State in this matter, :;sit would save a good de .. tl 
of expense. in the printing of the two rolls. It 
was the existence of the two rolls that caused the 
trouble now, as he knew pe-1ple who y;ere on the 
Federal roll and they thought they were al;o on 
the State roll. He supported the clause as it 
stood. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The Principal 
Electoral Registrar informed him that his in­
structions to the police were to return the 
names of all who had left their place of resi­
dence, and also those who had died or were 
otherwise disqualified. It was unnecessary for 
him to tell the House that the Go<·ernment 
had no say in these instructions. They left it 
entir~ly to the Principal Electoral Registrar, 
and it was done by him impartially and with­
out _bias of any kind. The Principal Electoral 
Registrar also informed him that at the time of 
the late election a very large number of electors 
who thought they were on the roll, and found 
that they were not, admitted to him that they 
h_ad got the notice sent out by him at the 
time the revision of the rolls was in course of 
preparation. They admitted to him that they 
had been lazy, or for some other reason they had 
not taken every e>ue to get their names rein­
stated on the roll. He believed that was the 
reason that a large number wbo were not on the 
roll at the election were disfranchi~ed. He could 
inform the Committee that it was the intention of 
the Government to put the police on to do this 
work in future. (Hear, hear !) As he said 
last year, the money which they would sa'e in 
the advertising would be used-portion of it at 
any rate-to reimburse the police for the extra 
trouble they would be put to in collecting names 
to go on the roll, as it was not intended that they 
should do this work without some extra remune­
ration. (Hear, hear !) He hoped the work 
would be done by them satisfactorily, and thatJ 
it would meet with the approval of the Com­
mittee, 

Mr. P AGET : It was evident that tM majority 
of the members of the House thought that the 
advertising of names should be done away with, 
and probably the division would show that the 
clans~ was to stand in the Bill as it was vrinted. 
He had made a suggestion to the Home Secre­
tary at tbe beginning of the debate, and he did 
not know if it had been taken notice of at all. 
He could not include it himself within the four 
corners of the Bill. It was the wish of every mem­
ber of the Committee that every person who was 
entitled to vote should be able to vote, (Hear, 
hear !) He suggested that just before every 
revision court an advertisement should be in­
serted in every newspaper calling the attention 
of electc>rs to the fact that a revision court was 
about to be held, and that those electors who 
had changed their residences were liable to lose 
their qualifications. 

'rhe Hmm SEcrm1'ARY: The date of the 
court is advertised, and they get a notification 
as well. 

Mr. PAGET: A printed notice was certainly 
sent along, but a great many people took no 
notice of printed notices, and generally threw 
them in the waste naper basket. But if an 
advertisement were inserted, as he suggested, it 
would not cost much, as only a few lines were 
necessary to call the attention of the electors to 
the fact that they were liable to lose their quali­
fication if they changed their residence. It 
would really be the means of gettmg a great 
number of names of electors on the roll. 

Hox. D. F. DEJ'\HAM : After two hours' 
discus,ion they had the satisfactory statement of 
the Home Secretary that the Government 
intended to utilise the police, and he took it that 
their numbers would also be augmented so as to 
secure the rolls being kept up properly. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: I told you that last 
year. 

Hox. D. F. DENHAl\1: They had been 
waiting for the information all the afternoon, and 
this was the first time that anyone on the front 
'rreasury benches had made the announcement. 

Hon. D. F. Denham.J 
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They were glad to he>tr now that the police 
were to be utilised to get names on the electoral 
roll. He would again remind the hon. gentleman 
that the electoral work of those officers involved 
in many areas, the depleting of the police fore~ 
temporarily, and he hoped the Government 
would not hesitate to meet the increa,ed expense 
necessary. 

::\Ir. W. H. BARNES: The hon. member for 
::\Iaranoa had used, by inference, one of the 
strongest arguments that had been used that 
afternoon for the retention of advertising. 'rhe 
inference permissible to be drawn from the hon. 
member's remarks was that persons might apply 
to be put on the roll, if the names were not 
advertised, who had no right to be on the roll at 
~11. There woul? be no publicity, and therefore 
1t would be all r1ght. In saying that it would 
open the door to abuses if the advertising was 
done away with, the hon. member had given the 
strongest reason why the clause should not be 
passed. 

Mr. J. M. HUNTER: The non. member for 
Bulimba had drawn a most unfair inference from 
what he had <aid. His contention was that if 
advertising were of any benefit in those matters 
they did not go far enough, because the adver: 
tising was only ?one in one paper one quarter, 
and the followmg quarter it went to another 
paper published in the district. Therefore the 
readers of only one particular paper were made 
acquainted with the fact that certain names 
were going on the roll or were knocked off the 
roll. If it answered to adve,·tise at all it should 
be so done as to make the information' known to 
all who might be concerned, so that those whoe~ 
names had been removed might apply again to 
be put on. He had never even hinted that the 
abolition of advertising would lead to the stuffing 
of the rolls with a lot of bogus names and of 
people who had no claims. Such a twisting of 
his remarks into what they were never meant to 
convey was, perhaps, what they might expect 
from the hon. meinber for Bulimba. 

Question-That clause 
part of the Bill-put ; 
divided:-

2, as printed, stand 
and the Committee 

AYES, .J.O. 
::\Ir. Adamsou Mr. Jackson 

, Airey , Kerr 
, Barber , Kidstou 

Barton Land 
Bell , Lennon 
Blair , Lesina 
Bowman Mann 

, Brennan ,. }:laxwell 
Cottell , May 
Coy ne , , :McLachlan 
Douglas , nntcheJl 
Grant ,. Mullan 
Grayson ,, ~Iurphy 
Hamilton , Payne 
Harda-cre , , Ran kin 

~~;~~~~~~u , Ro berts 
Hunter, D. ;; ~~~;:-~~r 
Hunter, J.l\f. , l\r1nstanley 
Iluxham , Woods 

Tellers: Mr. Barber and Mr. Murphy. 

::IIr. Appel 
XOES, 19. 

, Armstrong 
, Barnes, G. P. 
, Barnes, W. H. 
,. C<J.mpbel! 
,. Cribb 
, Denham 
, Forrest 
, Fox 
, Hanran 

Mr. Keogh 
,. Paget 
, 11etrie 
,. Philp 
, Somerset 
, Stodart 
, Swayne 
, \\Talker 
,, ·white 

Tellers: ~!r. Paget and Mr. Walker. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 

[Hon. D. F. Denham. 

Mr. GRANT moved that after clause 2 the 
following new clause be inserted :--

3. In the first paragraph of section forty-seven of the 
consolidated Aet.s, after the 'vord "contested," the 
words" which day shall be a Saturday," are inserted. 

The holding of the last election on a \Vednesday 
was a great hardship to many thousand persons 
in Queensland. 

An Ho"OURABLE lYIEo!BER : A great loss, too. 
Mr. \V. H. BAilNES: It was a very heavy 

poll. 
Mr. GRANT: The voting was phenomenally 

high, and he did not suppose that it would 
have been much higher if the election had been 
held on a Saturday. 1'he minds of the peopie 
were sti~red to euch an extent that they were 
determined to record their votes, no matter 
what it cost. He knew a number of men who 
forfeited a day's wages in order to vote. Not 
only did they want to vote, but they took such 
a great interest in the election that they 
dt>,ired to be at liberty to have the day, or a 
portion of the day, to enable them to go round 
and canvass other electors and bring them to 
the poll. The Municipal Council of Rockhamp­
ton allowed their employees to go and vote, 
but if the election had been on a Saturday, 
when the men would have had the afternoon 
to thcmscl ves, that would not have been neces­
sary. He knew one man who rode 40 miles 
to a railway station, and then, losing his train, 
rode another 25 miles in order to come down 
to Rockhampton and vote. The members of 
the Opposition had stated that afternoon that 
they desired that every man and woman in 
Queensland should have an opportunity of 
voting. Holding the election in the middle 
of the week was not the way to give people 
an opportunity of voting, because many 
could not vote at that time without loss 
to themselves. In the country districts 
the farmers made it a point to go into 
town on a Saturday with their produce, 
and they could record their votes without any 
personal sacrifice if the election were held on a 
Saturday. The fixing of the last election for a 
Wednesday recoiled on the late Government. 
A number of people were so angry at the elec­
tion day being changed that they were de­
termined at all hazards to record their votes 
against the late Government. \Vhy the altera­
tion in the day was made he did not know. It 
was said that it was because it was known that 
the supporters of the late Government could 
record their votes on any day, but that th.:J 
supporters of their opponents would be handi­
capped if the election was held on any day 
other than Saturday. 

Mr. W. H. BARNES: That is not a correct 
statement. 

Mr. GRANT: He was simply saying that 
that was whab was stated. 

Mr. \V. H. BARNES: No matter what time 
you held the election you would have a number 
of people shut out. 

::\Ir. GRANT: Yes, that was inevitable; but 
more would be shut out by holding· the elcc· 
tion in the middle of the week than would be 
by holding it on a Saturday. An employer 
might allow his employe<lS off for half an hour 
to record their votes, but he would not allow 
them off for half a day. The excuse tha.t a 
half-hohday was proclaimed on eledion day 
was no excuse, because while civil servants 
might be pa.id for the half-holiday, priYate em­
ployers did not pay their employees for the 
half.da.y. 

~\Ir. PAGET: Do not they? 
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:'I fr. GRA::\T: 'Yell, there "·ere not many 
~ases in which private employers paid 
their employees under such circumstances. 
Although the argument of the Premier was 
that thcey should send all these Bills to the 
Council in exactly tbe same form that they 
left the Assembly last year, yet this was such 
a. crying evil that he could not refrain from 
m-oving his arnendment. 

The HOME SECRETARY said he could not 
see his way to a.ccept the amendment. In the 
first place, he did not think they could deal 
with the subject-matter of the amendm0nt in 
this Bill, because it was a matter entirely 
within the province of the Go.-ernor under the 
Constitution Act, and it would require an 
amenrlment of the Constitution Act to carry 
out the object of the l1mendment. Further, 
he did not think the amendment was within 
the scope of the Bill; and lastly, as the Pre­
mier had said, the Government wished. if 
possible, to get the Bill through the House in 
the identical fmm in which it was sent to the 
"Cpper Home last year. They wanted to say 
to the Council, " This is the Bill the Counc1l 
threw out last year, the Bill on which we went 
to the country, and on which the electors have 
given such a pronounced decision." He 
thought the amendment was entirely outside 
the scope of the Bill, because it was not pro­
posed by the Bill to alter the day on which 
eledions were to be held. Further than that, 
the acceptance of the amendment would neces­
;;itate an amendment of the Constitution. 
The onlv way in which the object of the hon. 
member' could be a.ccomplished, supposing the 
amendment were not outside the scope of the 
Bill would be to provide that if the election 
"·as' not held on a Saturday, the time for poll­
ing should be e,xtended to S or 9 o'clock. On 
ordinar? days the poll would cloi*' at 6 o'clock. 

Mr. GRANT: The Home Secretary had 
given several good reason~ for not accepting 

the amendment, but one reason 
[7 p.m.J alone was good enough-namely, 

that it would necessitate an alter­
ation of the Constitution. Under the circum• 
stances he would ask the leave of the Com­
mittee to withdraw the amendment. 

HoK. R. PHILP wished to sav a few words 
before the amendment was withdrawn. The 
junior member for Rockhampton had had a 
good deal to say about the late Government 
altering the day on which the election was 
held, but he would remind the hon. member 
that neither the New South \Vafes Govern­
ment nor the Federal Government held their 
electiom on a Saturday. Apparently, because 
the ::'lforgan-Kidston Government had held an 
election on a Saturday the hon. member 
seemed to think that that was the only day 
on which it should be held. 

}fr. GRANT: You were the onlv Premier to 
do it. · 

Ho!\. R. PHILP: In 1902 it was proved that 
more people recorded their votes, during an 
election held in the middle of the week than 
on a Saturday, when the ::\1organ Government 
held an election. ;yforeo.-er, more people 
.-otcd at the last election than did when an 
Election was held on a Saturday. On Satur­
days some people went down the bay, others 
went to cricket matches, and others. again, 
would not take the trouble to ,·ate. The 
middle of the week was a much more con­
;-enient time for country people to record their 
votes. 

l\Ir. RYLAXD: ~onsense! 

HoN. R. PHILP: Saturday afternoon was 
"by no means a holiday all over Queensland. 

In Toowoomba and most of the big inland 
towns they did not keep Saturday as a half­
holiday. 

The SECRET.~RY FOR RAILWAYS: They are 
taking a poll in Toowoomba now. 

HoN. R. PHILP: At the present time they 
held their half-holidav on Wednesday in Too­
woomba. He believe-d that was also the case 
in G vmpie and Cl1arters Towers. 

::'IJ1:. CoYNE: This is to provide for bushmen. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Bushmen could come in 
on any day to vote just as well as on Saturday. 

:\Ir. RYLAKD: Timber-getters, prospectors, 
and the poor unfortunate bullock-drivers. 

HoN R. PHI LP: The last four elections 
had pr.ove"d beyond dispute that more people 
would vote during the week than on Saturday. 

1\Ir. CoYNE: How can shearers come in in 
th<O> middle of the week? 

HoN. R. PHILP: They usually voted where 
they were shearing. 

11r. CoYNE: They cannot where there are 
no polling-booths. 

HoN. R. PHILP: He did not know any place 
of any importance where s~earing was do~e 
which was not made a pollmg-place. The1e 
was no shearing going on last February. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There was 
a little. 

HoN. R. PHILP: In May last at all the 
big shearing-sheds there were polling-booths, 
and it was much better that a man should 
take half an hour or an hour in recording his 
vote than spend the whole day doing it, and 
go in for some. fun afterwards. ?'lore people 
voted in the m1ddle of the week m 1902 than 
did on Saturdav in 1904. There never had 
been any fixed· day for holding elections in 
Queensland or in Australia. The Federal Go­
vernment did not hold their elections on a 
Saturday, and they were dominat€d by the 
Labour party, as everyone knew. 

:\Ir. CoYNE: No. 
HoN. R. PHILP: What was Mr. Deakin's 

position? Exactly the same as that of Mr. 
Kidston. 

Mr. CoYNE: The Deakin Government make 
a concession to the Jews. 

Hox. R. PHI LP: Mr. Dcakin was entirely 
dependent upon the Federal Labour pa_rty, 
who had not compelled him to hold electwns 
on a Saturday. 

::Vlr. CoYNE: The Federal Government will 
not hold elections on a Saturday out of con­
sideration for the Jewish people. 

HoN. R PHILP: There was the fact star­
ing them in the face that the Premier of all 
Australia did not hold electwns on a Saturday 
because the middle of the week was found 
more con.-enient. The last election in New 
South \Vales was held on a Friday, and yet 
because he, as Premier, had done what ~e ~id 
he was told he acted illegally, and the Jumor 
member for Rockhampton called it a crying 
e.-il. 

::\Ir. GRAKT: So it is. 

Hox. R. PHILP: If he had done half the 
eYil the junior member for Hockhampton had 
done he would not sit in the House. Person­
ally he did not care whether the amendment 
was' acCt'pted or not. 'The Home Secretary 
"·as afraid of altering the Constitution. H~ 
said the amendment would wreck the Consti-
tution. · 

Hon.R. Philp.] 
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The HOME SECRET~\RY: I said its acceptance 
would nccessitato an alteration of the Con~ 
stitution. 

HoN. R. PHlLP: That should not trouble 
the hon. gentleman. His Go,~ernment could 
alter the Cm~stitution in any way it liked. 
They could wipe_ It out altogether. Surely in 
a small matter hke that the alteration of the 
Constitution should not trouble him. If the 
amendment was put ho would not take the 
trouble to call "No" to it. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Clause 3 put and passed. 

Hox. R. PHILP had a new clause to propose 
w hic):I. was an exact copy of the postal vote 
provlSlons of the Federal Elections Act. As it 
:vas a long clause, he thought they might take 
It as road. He hoped members would not 
obJect to the Federal postal vote. It might 
have been an evil in the town, but, of course, 
they could get any number of cases for and 
against. 'l'he hon. senior member for Gympie 
?ad quot.ed two cases the other night, but be 
1Mr. Philp) had read of three ci1ses on the 
other side in Gympie. Three votes came in 
signe~l by justices of the peace, and nobody 
else s1gned them. Apparently some justice of 
the peace had been signing them ad lib., and 
sendmg them out for use. Three came in with~ 
out any signature at all. If hon. members 
read the amendment, they would see that it im~ 
posed sovere penalties on people who misused 
the postal vote. 1Jncler the original Bill, which 
was introrluced by the present Treasurer, thero 
was no penalty at all; but if this amendmont 
were adopted there would not be the slightest 
trouble to catch people if they acted wrongly. 

Mr. MuLLA)!: You could not catch those five 
at To-wnsville. 

HoN. R. PHILP: He thought there were 
fifteen on the other side at Charters Towers. 
There were as many offenders on one side as 
the other, lmt he claimed that v·hen they did 
wrong they ought to be punished. The an1end~ 
ment was much more comprehensive than the 
]:)resent Bi\1, and it would enable people who 
ln~ed 7 miles away from a polling~place to 
vote by post. p,,oplo who were ill would not 
be deprived of their Yote, nor the unfortmMto 
p_eople who wore in hospitals during the elec~ 
tion. 

!11r. Conm: There will be an epidemic 
under this Bill. 

IIo!'r. R. PHILP: They should let these 
people vote undm it. It was not a fair thing 
~o ask those 7 miles from .a polling--booth to go 
111 and vote. It would be Impossible for anvone 
who was sick to go that distance and e"very 
opportunity should bo given to vot~rs to recmd 
their votes. If the penalty was not severe 
enough, he was prepared to make it more 
severe; he was quite vvilling' to a.cccpt any 
reasonable safeguard which the Home Secre~ 
tary thought fit. He understood that 7,900 
'vonw11 .,-oted by po--t at la~t. election, and it 
v:ould Le a di;:.;graCD to our pre~eut. Jav clYi!i .l­

tion to depriyc then1 of a vote. l~nl"ortutw.tP 
people in ho·~pitaL '''PJ'tl sor:uetin1c:-:- clrag~cd 
out to YDte- a~ai11:-.L theit 'vi:-.h. ~ 

The TREASFRER: Far Letter to leave people 
in the hospitah alone. 

HoN. R. PHILP: That might be. It,, ould 
bo better if they eould vote~ quietly bv post 
without undue interf<>rence and he tl1onaht 
they might safely leave the~1 in the hand~-, of 
the doctor. He hoped the amendment would 
be acc'Bptod; it was a compromise on the old 
amendment. 

[Hon. R. Philp. 

:Hr. :i'IIURPHY: It is worse than the old Act. 
Previou~ly only a justice of the peaoe or a 
postmaster could witness, now anybody can do 
it. 
Ho~. R. PHILP: Why should not anyone 

do it? 
;}Ir. RYLAND: Any employer. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Some members would like 
to see two electors witness; he did not object to 
that at aJI. The matter had been discussed in· 
side and outside th<:> House for a long time, and 
he hoped the Committee would accept the 
an1enchnent. lie wa~ sure it ¥voulcl please a 
good number of the women electors in Queens­
]a.nd. .~s showing- how largely the vote wa;, 
availed of at last election, 20,000 voted by post. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Look at the large number of 
people who were canvassing for postal votes. 

Hox. R. PHILP: There were a good many 
on both sides. 

The HmJE SECRETARY: 1,280 went astray. 

Hox. R. PHILP: Very likely; that would! 
always be the case. He had plenty of evidence, 
but if every hon. member related his experienue 
of cases which had arisen it would take a long 
time. 

:\lr. J\IuRPHY: You '·aid the other day that 
the country had decided in favour of the aboli­
tion of the postal vote. 

Hox. R. PHILP: Not the whole vote; thi& 
is an amendment of it. After experienc<>, this 
was the amendment which the Federal Govern­
ment passed, and he understood they did not 
pass it without the permission of the Labour 
party. 

:\Ir. RnAND: No; all of them were against 
it. It is going to be wiped out. 

The BO:liE SECRETARY said he could 
not accept the amendment. 

LABOUR :UEli!BERS: He>Lr, hear! 

The HO:'I!E SECRETARY: He looked upon 
it Rs c:.t.n-ying out the principle of the postal 
vote, against 'vhich the country spoke so decl­
~ivelv at the last election. It was not neces­
sarv ~to discuss the matter, as they v·ent into 
it prdty fully on the Address in B.eply. tHear, 
h«ar ') 

~\Ir. PAGET did not a'J;ree with the Home 
Secretarv when he said thai: the country had 
spoken against the postal vote at the last 
election. 

:\Ir. CowAP: Your leader said the same. 

:\Ir. PAGET: He differed with his leader, 
perhaps, on that point. There was 20,000 
peoplR in the State who took advantage of the 
postal vote. 

:\Ir. \Yr:-~STA!'ILF.Y: They were compelled to 
take advantage of it. 

:\fr. P.ACE'l': Thero ,., :~.; no compulsion on 
n.n,~ ·olr•ctor to vot('. Th(' tvvo hon. members 
for Charters Tm ers wore in the House for the 
first time. and thought their opinions on the 
matter must be taken off-hand by every hon. 
member. but he (Mr. Pagefl did not acc"pt 
them. H<:> Ldieved women hail.ed the postal 
vote 1.vith dclig'ht, and used it to gr€at advan· 
tage. Iu Cha.rtf'r:=- To,•:;ers it '''as used tD the 
extent of 800, and in favour of the two hon. 
members who were now interjrcting·. 

i\Tr. McRPHY: They had to send out can­
'" r..~:::er-3, too. 
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Mr. PAGET: Exactly; and why should 
Labour candidates, who so strongly objected to 
the postal vote, not send out canvassers if they 
chose'! He spoke as on<> who had not em­
ployed canvassers to collect postal votes, and 
who did not occupy his position in that Cham­
ber by virtue of the postal vote. He denied 
that the two members for Townsville occupied 
their position bocauso of the number of postal 
votes thoy obtained, although there were 
members, especially soma sitting on the Op­
position benches, who made that assertion. 

Mr. \V INSTANLEY : It is perfectly true. 

Mr. PAGET: The hon. member repeated a 
statement he had made the other evening 
in the absence of the senior member for 
Townsville. It struck him that certain mem­
bers measured other members' corn with their 
own bushel. He was quite in accord with the 
amendment, with the exception of one or two 
very small particulars. He desired to move 
thB omission of paragraph (b) in clause 4---

rb) 1Yho, being a, woman, will, on accouu.t of ill~ 
bealtb, be unable, on polling-day to attend the polling­
place to vote; or 

They should not ask women who thought they 
might be ill on a certain day to make a de­
claration to that effect. 'The next paragraph 
would coyer the case of all men and women 
who could not vote because of ill-health. 

HoN. D. F. DEXI-:lj\.M: If the clause were 
amended as indicated by the hon. member for 
Mackay, it would eliminate the unpleasant 
conditions of city and suburban canvassing. 
It would put it in the power of electors going 
out of town to a greater distance from a poll­
ing-place than 7 miles, and those persons who 
resided more than i miles from a. polling-place, 
to vote by post. It would also provide for 
sick persons Yoting by post, and would put 
an end to all the unpleasantnossos which were 
said to have occurred at tho last two elections. 
There would be no canvassing, as 7 miles was 
a considerable distance, and people living 
more than that distance from a polling-place 
were scattered, so that it would not suit any 
canvassers to look after votes at such a dis­
tance. Prm·ision was made for punishing 
those who transgressed the provisions of the 
clause, while it enlarged the number of those 
who might attest postal vote applications. 
They might evon go further, and allow appli­
cations to be witnessed by two electors. 

Mr. MuRPHY: Try another election without 
tho postal vote. 

HoN. D. F. DENHA:\f: At the last election 
a vary large number of people appreciated the 
postal vote. HB saw nothing in the last elec­
tion which should lead them to wipe it out 
altogether. 

.\.mendment (Jh·. Paget's) put and nega­
tived. 

Proposed new clause (ilh·. Philp's) pnt; and 
the Committee divided:-

AYI,:S, 20. 
:\'Ir. Appel ~Ir. IIanran 

,. Armstrong Jenkinson 
,, llarne", G-. P. ,. Paget 
, Campbell I)etrie 

Cribb , Philp 
Denham , Stodart 
:Forrest Sw~tyne 
Fox ., Thorn 
Gra.yson - Vfa1ker 
Gnnn lfhite 

'l'ellers: :J.Ir. Cribb and Mr. Urayson. 

0.¥0.!<:'3, 40. 
}fr. Adamson :':\lr. Kenna 

:· Airey Kerr 
BJ.Jrber Kidston 
Barton Land 

,. Bell Lennon 
lllail' Lesina 
Bowman .Jiackintosh 
Brennan :.'Haxwell 
Cottell l\iay 
Cowap )lcLachlan 

:; Coyne Miteholl 
, Douglas , 11 ulcaby 

Gl'ant l\1ullan 
Hamilton , ~Iurplly 
llardacre , l'ayne 
Hawthorn Roberts 

, Hunter, D. Rvlantl 
, llnnter, J. 1U. Sl~lnwer 
., Huxham , \Vinstanley 

Jacksun \Yoods 
l'ellers: :Jfr. llarber and Mr. Oowap. 

P.\IR~. 

Aye.s-1Ir. Keogh und J.'Ir. TL H. llarnes. 
Xoes-1Ir. :Jlanu and .llr.liPrbertson. 

Resolved in the negative. 

On clause 4-" Absent voters"-

Hox. D. F. DENHA::\I: He understood the 
Premier to say that he intended to bring in a 

Consolidated Elections Bill next 
[1.30 p.m.] s<cosion. tlurely, if that wew the. 
· case there was no need to intro­

duce such an amendment as this, seeing that 
in all human probability there would be noth­
ing further than an odd by-election in the 
me..tntirne. As the postal vote had gone, would 
it not be better to leave the Bill without any 
such provision as this. Instead of being called 
the "absent voters' cla.u"'," it ,]wuld iJc, 
called the "impersonators' clause." 

OPPOSITION MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Hox. D. F. DE~HA:\1: It would be difficult 

for any scrutineer to challenge the vote of any 
man as he came to record his vote. A man from 
Oxley might present himself at i\faranoa, or 
a man from :\1aranoa might present himself at 
Cairn~. to record a votE-'. lie \vould not bo 
known there, and he would be asked the ques­
tions mentioned in the Act, and lw would then 
sign them. A dozen such men might claim a 
vote in the same way, and it would be difficult 
to say who was the impersonator. It was 
opening the door to something even worse than 
was said to have been the case with the postal 
vote. Surely if sick people and those living 
7 miles from the poiling booth could not be 
considered, there was no need to consider any 
nomad who wandered round the country. It 
would be a blemish on the Act if such a pro­
vision went in, seBing that they had an assur­
ance that there would be an amended Bill in­
troduced. He. at anv rate. entered hi,; protest 
against it going thro~tgh. 

}lr. P AGET did not think it was advisable 
to insert such a clause in the Bill, especially 
when thev considered what the Premier said 
about the' Government's intention to bring in 
a comprehensiye Elections Act Amendment 
Bill. At tho foot of the declaration appeared 
the following words:-

I declare the answRrs to tllA above (1nestions to be 
true, a11d I Rign m~· name knowing thnt if any of them 
is falsr- I may b' Jinblo to a penalty not exceeding fifty 
pound:;;. 

There was no imprisonment mentioned. He 
took it that that word "may" left too much 
power 111 t.he hands of ~.ny p-eople who 1111,ght 

bB in power. 
The PnKITIER: The 

nothing to do with it. 
pcoplB in poweJ' haYe 
It is thP magistrate. 

Mr. Paqet.] 
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:\Ir. P :\GET: H left too much power in the 
hands of the officials who had to administer 
the Act. If a man made a falsP declaration, 
it should not be permis,ive for the officials to 
say whether he mi~ht be liable to a fine of 
£50. :Members of the Committee, at any rate, 
would say that such a IJlan " shall " be liable. 
He moved the omission of the word " may" 
\Yith the view o£ inserting " shall." 

The HOME SECRETARY could not accept 
the amendment. He did not think there was 
any necessity for it at all. If the hon. mem­
ber would look at the end of the clause, he 
would see that subclause (8) read as follows:-

Any person who wilfully makes a false answer to nny 
of the questions IJUt to him unller this s€":?tion, or sign:::; 
his name upon any envelope, any part of the endon;e­
mcnt of which is to his knowledge false, shall be liable 
to a pena.Ity not exceP.ding tifty pounds. 

:\fr. PAGEl': Why not make it "shall" in 
both cases? 

The HO::\IE SECRETAltY: Because the 
man might not be liable. They had to prove 
under subclause 8 that he had wilfully dune it. 

Mr. D. HUNTER (TVoolloongabba): He was 
at a loss to understand what the clause actually 
meant. It commenced-

(!) Snbject to this Act, any elector who on polling­
iiay is absent, et.c. 
It was difficult to define what was meant by 
"polling-day." At the last election every 
candidate in the metropolis was disturbed over 
that question. They did not know if a man 
who would be abstm t from his electorat-e from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m, was to be allowed to use the 
postal vot-e. They would have just the same 
trouble now that they had an absentee vote. 
As it wa;, it would have to be clecicled by the 
returning officer. Returning officers were not 
always the same, and one returning officer 
might give a quite different decision from 
anoth-er. Before pa·,,;ing on they should have 
lhe matter properly defined, so that a vot-er for 
\YoDlloong-abha mig-ht be able to r<'corcl his 
vote at, o<ay, Fortitude Valley. 

:\Ir. LENNON: That is what it says. So he 
can. 

Mr. D. HUNTER: They were in great 
trouble over that question at the last elec­
tion~-

The CHAIR:I1AN: Order! I am sorry to 
interrupt the hon. member, but he will see 
that it would be more convenient to discuss 
that aspect of the question after we have dis­
posed of the amendment before the Committee. 

Mr. PAGET withdrew his amendment for the 
time being. 

:\lr. D. HUNTER: He wanted the position 
to be properly understood. The method pro­
posed in the clause seemed too cumbrous. Of 
course, it was not the intention that it should 
apply to all those voters who had to leave 
home before 8 o'clock in the moruing, and did 
not get back until after 6 o'clock, but they 
should be enabled to vote without any trouble 
in whatever electorate they happened to be. 

Mr. BoWMAN: You can minimise that by 
-extending the hours of polling, 

HoN. R. PHILP: If the clause would enable 
voters for the V alley to vote at Woolloongabba 
he did not think it should paos. He took it 
that it was only meant to apply to men who 
could not possibly vote in their own electorate 
Dn e!ection day-who were a certain number 
of miles away on that clay. 

HoN. D. F. DENHAi\I: The clause would 
lead to no end of confusion, especially in the 
metropolitan electorates. At the last election 
there were polling-places for every electorate 

[Mr. Paget. 

in the State, and he knew of one country con· 
stituency the candidate for which wrote to 
Brisbane that a certain number of men would 
apply to vote. Five out of the seven who 
applied were challenged, on instructions from 
the candidate. They happened to be political 
opponents. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No; they 
did not. 

Hox. D. F. DENHAJ\1: They applied to 
vote, and immediately they saw the scruti­
neers were up against thorn they saw the 
wisdom of walking out of the booth and not 
recording their votes. The system proposed 
would lead, as he had said, to no end of con­
fusion and personation. 

Mr. BOWMAN thought the clause a con­
siclerablo improvement, especially in regard to 
\V est ern and Northern electorates. In the 
\Vest many men were working who had votes 
for the Darling Downs, and unless there was 
some provision for absent voters those men 
would not have an opportunity of voting at 
alL 

Hon. R. PHILP: And yet you deprive them 
of the postal vote. 

Mr. BOWMAN: Everybody who wished to 
see an electoral campaign conducted fairly 
must be ploasecl that the postal vote was going 
to bo wiped out. But they wanted to give 
every man and woman in queenslancl who had 
a right to vote the chance to vote. The pro­
posed system had nothing to do with enabling 
a man to come from South Brisbane to the 
Valley to vote At the last election there was 
a polling-booth in Brisbane for every elector­
ate in Queensland except Fortitude Valley. 
He did not know whether that exception was 
premeclitatecl to prevent some of the Valley 
men from voting. Still, an opportunity was 
given for every person who was in Brisbane 
on that day to vote for any: electorate in the 
State. 

Hon. D. F. DENHAM : You cannot have a 
proper scrutiny under this proposaL 

Mr. BOWMAN: There could be just as close 
a scrutiny of absent voters' votes as of any 
other. They were going to abolish a system 
which had been admitted by all sides to be per­
nicious. The members of the Opposition wisaed 
to modify it, but the Government and the 
Labour party wished to abolish it, and to pro­
Yicle that where a man was absent from his 
electorate he should have an opportunity of 
exercising the franchise. With regard to the 
metropolitan area, he did not think any man 
should exercise his vote in any electorate but 
his own, unless there was a polling-booth estab­
lished in another electorate for his convenience, 

HoN. D. F. DENHAM: That afternoon they 
had contended that the greatest facilities 
should be given to people to get on the roll, 
and members of the Opposition had contended 
that every elector should have an opportunity 
to record his vote. Under the provision now 
before the Committee a great number of elec­
tors would be disqualified, as, for instance, an 
elector who was leaving the State, or a sea­
man. Such persons would be deprived of the 
opportunity of exercising the franchise. The 
postal provisions were much more generous, 
and much more likely to insure a complete 
vote than the clause under consideration. 

Mr. BowMAN: Much more corrupt. 

HoN. D. F. DENHAM: This clause was 
more corrupt, as it would give greater facili­
ties for personation, and would deprive many 
persons of the privilege of voting. 
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The HO:YIE SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber for W oolloongabba had raised the question 
as to the time when a postal vote should be 
given, and pointed out that returning officers 
had given difierent decisions as to what was 
polling-day. His C:Ur. Hawthorn's) own idea 
was that polling-day was from midnight to 
midnight, and that the mere fact that a man 
was absent from his electorate from 8 a.m. to 
G p.m. did not entitle him to use the postal 
vote. 

HoN. R. PHILP: The contention of the 
hon. member for \Voolloongabba was that if 
an elector of \Voolloongabba was in Fortitude 
Valley on polling-day he would be entitled to 
vote under the clause now before the Com­
mittee, 

The HOME SECRETARY: If he is out of his 
own electorate. 

HoN. R. PHILP: If a man walkBd from 
Woolloongabba to Fortitude VallBy, was he en­
titled to vote under this provision? 

The HmiE SECRETARY: :\Tot unless he is out 
o£ the electDratB the whole day. 

Hmr. R. PHILP : H.,. would like th<> hon. 
gentl<>man to take the opinion of the Crown 
law officers on that point-whether a man on 
the roll for Woolloongabba had the right under 
this provision to vot<> in th<> Valley. He con­
tended that an elector should not be entitled 
to vat"· as an ab::ent. yot-er in such a case, and 
that the distance a rran was awav from his 
electorate should be specified. l:nless a man 
was 10 or 20 miles from his own electorate, he 
should noi be allowed to vote as an absent 
voter. 
. :-Ir. RYLAl\D suggested that it might meet 

the case if thev omitted the words " absent 
voter," and inserted "five or seven miles dis­
tant horn his electorat<>." 

Mr. WHITE considered that the corruption 
which had taken place under the postal vot<> 
would be a fool to the corruption which would 
take place under this clause. It would be im­
po,,sible for candidates to have scrutineers at 
every polling-booth in the Stat<> for th<> pur­
pose of preventi11g p<>rsonation, and there 
would be a gr"at deal of personation in conse­
qu<>nce. He hoped the Home Secretary would 
accept the suggestion of thP hon. member for 
Gympie, which would .oatisfy members on that 
side of the House. 

::\Ir. LESU~A thoLtght oome compromise 
should he effected in this matter. There 
appeared to be some doubt as to what was 
polling-day. The Home SecretarJ had given 
a definition of it wl1ich might or mif{ht not 

'" otand if a case arDoe under the Act, cane! he 
thought the Committee should have the 
opinion oi the Attorney-General on the matler. 

Hon. H. PHILP: \\'e have power to define it. 
Mr. LE SIX A : Yes; and if there was any 

doubt about the matter it should be clearly 
defined, even if they had to stop there twenty­
four hours to do it. There was no use rushing 
the matter through, seeing that it might lead 
to difficulties at another election-and there 
was some prospect of another election taking 
place inside eighteen months. They wanted 
to clarify the English of the clause, and make 
it so clear that a fourth-class school boy could 
understand it. Sometimes when he looked at 
Acts of Parliament passed by the present Go­
vernment he was inclined to think that they 
were really anxious to make work for the 
lawyers by making their Acts so difficult of 
comprehension and interpretation that a poor 
man who wanted to underotand them must go 
to a lawyer and buy his advice and experi-

ence. Our statutes should be as simple as the 
ten commandment<, and he would ask the 
Home Secretary and the Attorney-General w 
define what was meant by "polling-day"? If 
they could not get a clear definition, he was 
prepared to support the pwposition of the hon. 
member for Gympie that they make the dis­
tance 3, 5, or 7 miles, so long as they cDuld 
get finality on the matter. He would again 
exprrss the hope that the Attorney-General 
would give his opiniDn upon the clause. He 
understood that during the election he declined 
to express a legal opinion, but they had now 
got him in the House, and should be able to 
get from him a cl0finition of the clause. 

Question put--
i\lr. LESINA hoped the Attorney-General 

would assist the Committee. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I agree with the 

opinion of the Home Secretary. 
Mr. LESINA: The Home Secretary's 

opinion had been expressed in such a slipshod 
fashion as they might expect from a lawyer 

who had not reached any eminence 
[8 p.m.J in his profession, and, therefore, 

members would like the opinion 
of a much more eminent legal !!entleman. 
\Yhat was the definition of " polling-day'·! 
\\'as it tD be left w the swe·e.t· will of the 
returning ofllcer, who might be a bitter 
opponent of the Labour party? On the other 
hand. he might he a partisan Labour man and 
put an interpretation on the clause detrimental 
to the interests of the Government or the 
Opposition. It should not be left to the re­
turning officer to interpret. What they wanted 
was the clause stated in clear words without 
any technicalities. Did the term " polling-day" 
really mean from 12 o'clock midnight until la 
o'clock midnight? 

'fhe ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes. 
::\lr. LESINA: Or did it mean ordinary 

polling hours from 8 to 5 o'clock? Those 
were matters that should be cleared up. He 
did not know that any Australian StatB had a 
provision of that description cou9hed in such 
peculiar phraseology. In the expression of the 
franchise everything should be simple and 
clear. There should he no difficulties, no arti­
ficial limitations of any description. The clause 
was so full of legal phraseology that he defied 
a Philadelphia. lawyer to intBrpret it, and when 
the.v asked the Attorney-General for an_ inte:­
pretation he merely said he agreed with his 
colleague, and no one understood his colleague. 

Qu<>stion put--
:-Ir. JENKINSO::"' trusted the legal gentle­

men of the Cabinet would enlighten them. 
:-Ir. LESINA: Give him 6s. Bel. for it. 
:-Ir. JENKINSOJ'i" was not inclined to 

tr-eat the n1atter in as frivolous manner as some 
members would desire. · 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: \Vhat is your 
trouble? What is the difficulty? 

:-Ir. JENKIJ'i"SOK: They were entitled to 
the best guidance they could get from the 
Attornev-General. The hon. gentleman was 
not present when the hon. member for \Vool­
loongabha was speaking, and he would there­
fore briefly recite what the hon. member had 
said. Dming last election a question arose as to 
what should be defined as "polling-day"­
whether it was the hours set apart from 8 
to 6 o'clock, or whether, as the Home Secre­
tary said, it was from midnight to midnight. 
To his mind the legal opinion given by the 
Home Secretary was absolutely absurd. A 
man might leave his home at 5 o'clock for his 
work, and not get back until after the poll 

Mr. Jenkinson.] 
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closed. He worked the recognised eight-hour 
day, which the Labour party were so fond of 
prating about, am! yet. because he happened 
not to be absent from midnight to midnight. he 
was to be deprived of his vote. 

I\Ir. LESI:\A: That is the danger I foresee. 

}!r. ,JF::'-iKIJ\'SO'\': There were men who 
left Brisba.ne in the -earlv n1orning for their 
work at IpsYcich workshops. \Vas tlwre to be 
no proYision made for men situated in that 
way'! 

Th« ATTOR">EY-GEXERAL: There is a polling­
place for Brisbane in Ipswich. 

~Ir. JE::'\KIJ';"SON: He wantecl to show the 
Attorn«y-General the tanide be had tied him­
sPlf up in. Ho "aid pollrng-da.y \\as from j_~ 
midnight to 12 midnight. Tho,;e men le±t 
their home£ at 7 in the morning to catch the 
/.10 trn.iu to lps···,rich, aucl left again at 5.::Jtl 
to corrlc homP. Tlwrefor.j;;~. they Wi?re not 
absent the '·half' pollinl(··day as definNJ uy the 
Attorney-General, and it would be impossible, 
under the hon. gentleman's definition, for those 
men to Yot<• a.t Ipswich. 

'l'h0 ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Not at all. They 
a.re. allowed a -Lert.ain time off to go and record 
th01r voie·. 

:\Jr. ,JE:'\KIC\SO::\': To go where? 

The ATTORN}:Y-GENERAL: To the polling·­
plac-c, \vherovcr it is. 

:\Ir. JENKIKSON: Tlw hon. g·entleman 
r,reviously stated that such men could not vote 
under that clause, because they would not have 
h:;en ab:--ent Irorn tbeir cli;;;trict from midnight 
to midHi~·ht. 
. The _\TTORNE":·GENERAL: iie can only vote 
lf there IS a polhng-place estab!i,hed. 

}lr. JE:'\KINSOX: He conld not ITet back 
to Brisl: me until a,fter the polling-place was 
closed. lle hoped the hon. g<mtlNnan conic! 
see the mess his colleague had led him into· 
not that, they <JxpecJ;ed any gnidance from th~ 
J-I(mle ;--;~crDtary, 1vno \'. a.s unable to Ina.ke a 
liYino· in his profession, bnt thf'y did look to 
the At!ornoy-G<Jneral for sound advice. Thov 
paid him £1,000 a yea.r to give it to them. • 

Th<J ATTORNEY·GE">ERAL: You pay! 

::Yir. JE::-;Krxso.:-;: Yes; he paid his pro­
portion, and as a representative of the people 
he had a r1ght to ask the Attorney-General to 
clear up the difliculty they wero in, and to 
gJVe them an interpretation. 
. The ATTOHNEY-GENERAL: And you have got 
It. 

2\Ir. JE::'\KINSOX: The hon. gentleman 
had sho\vn that his interpretation was likely 
to loa,] to ondle's trouble ... The hon. member 
for Woolloongabba was quite right in raising 
the qne-tion, and he hoped he would frame an 
amendment providing for the insertion of the 
words-" dnring the hom·s sot apart for poll­
ing is 7 n1ile~~." 

The HOME SECRETARY: The difficnlty 
might be met b3· the insertion of the words­
" from 12 o'clock midnig-ht on tho former day 
to. 12 o'clock midnight on the day of polling." 
!'he hon. member for Fassifern had indulged 
m some cheap sneers at the expense of himself 
and tho Attorn<'y-Gcncral, and had stated that 
he was unaLle to earn his living at the law. 
Ho ":cs willing to put his income from per­
sonal exertion during the last ten or fifteen 
years again:;t the hon. n1e111ber's at any time. 

1\lr. J E;o.;KIKSON : That is a question. 

Tho HOME SECHETARY: Ho was pre­
pared to do it. 

[.ilh. Jenkinson. 

l\lr. JENKIKSON: He was prepared to take it 
up at any time; anyway, he earned his own 
money, he did not look to other people to give 
him money. 

The C'liAIR::IlA:'\: Order! I hope hon. 
members will abstain from personalities. They 
arc not conduciYe to the despatch of business. 

HONOURABLE 1\IEil!llERS: Hear, hear ! 

1\lr. LENKON said that the absent voters' 
provision was alrc ady contained in the Federal 
Act, and had given satisfaction. They had 
clone away with the postal vote, and it was 
wise to have something in its place. The hon. 
member for Oxlev seemed to consider that 
parties living more than 7 miles away from a 
polling-booth were worthy of more considera­
tion than those described as nomads, but 
nomads had been practically disfranchised ever 
since we had had elections in Queensland. A 
large percentage of the Western workers and 
can<Jcntters in the North were r<Jgularly dis­
franchised. They were entitled to the sym­
pathy of every hon. member, and here was a 
chance of giving them something like their 
rights. x cars ago in Victoria, and more 
recently, there was a system of electors' rights .. 

Hon. D. F. DEXHAM: In New :"outh ·wales. 

l\lr. LENKO?\: He had a recollection of it 
in Victoria. It was a splendid sy•.tem, and 
very usefnl to the nomadic people of the \Vest­
ern parts; but, in the absence of such a pro­
vision here, they onght to take what was 
offered as a substitutfl. The one consideration 
which seemed to outweigh any other was that 
the Bill shonld go up to the Upper House in 
the r--ame form as it was rejected by them, and 
on that acconnt ho was very loth to support 
any amendment. 

Hos. D. F. DENHAM: It would be a great 
defect to let the Bill go back as it left the 
Chamber before, and lea,·e this clause in such 
a nugatory manner. The hon. member for 
Fassiforn had demonstrated that it would dis­
qualify a large number of e.lectors unless some 
qnalification wer<' inserted. The hon. member 
for \Voolloongabba indicated an amendment 
which he hoped wonld be moved, so that they 
would have something definite to go upon. 
As the clause now stood, it was clear in his 
mind that an elector could move into any elec­
torate from another and claim his vote. It 
did not cay "if he is absent all day"; and as 
long as he was absent from one electorate and 
in another no presiding offic-er conic! refuse to 
allow him to exercise his vote. If there was any 
doubt about it, it could be clE'nred up. He was 
not averse to nomads being looked after, but 
this provision \vas con[crring a privilege on 
the nomad, while the House appeared to have 
no regard at all for the mothers of the State. 

Mr. \Yoous: That is not so. 

Mr LESINA hoped some compromise would 
be arrived at. On second thonghts he was not 
inclined to favour the proposition of the Home 
Secretary, althongh it had justified the discus­
sion to this extent: he had admitted that the 
cl a use could be made clearer by inserting 
"from midnight to midnight." That was tan· 
tamount to saying that the clause was imper· 
feet and wanted clarifying. 

The Ho~!E SECRETARY: No such thing. It is 
only for the purpose of making it clearer to 
the House. 

l\lr. LESINA: It was not the House that 
"·ould haYo to deal with the Bill. but the 
judge and jmy and tho returning ofllcer, and 
tho Bill should bo so clear that they would 
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l1ave no tloul:t about it. Thev ~hould insist 
on thn insertion oi thP wOrd~ to rnakc 
the lu.h cleH aud undN.,tandalJ!e. \Youlcl 
the Home ~<'creta.ry lwlp them: The hon. 
g-entlc·man had n1a.df' one achni"'siou that 
\vould go a long way towards inducing them 
to take up his challengo ancl make tho clause 
more clear. Ho would suggest that they do 
not n1ake it ... n1iduight i:o 1nidnight," but 
make the hours of polling from 8 a.m. to 
-G or 7 or 8 p.rn. 

~\Ir. HYL \ND: That will work against tho 
poor rnan. 

Mr. LESINA: A .... Luf labourer at \Yool­
loongabba might lea\'C at .5 o'clock to go to 
Pinkcnba, and work from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m., 
g£>tting lJ:Lek at 11 a.t Inght. I£ the poll.i,ng-day 
was from l:l a.m. to 12 p.m., and the polling 
hom·s from 8 a.m. tlJ G p.m., he would come 
back aftN the poll had closed. How did they 
propose to givo that man a chance to vote? 
Tho case was typical of many. They wanted 
to give wch a man an easy chancG to vote. 
The Federal Act made. the distn,nce 7 miles, 
and he thought that V.'as a fair con1promise. 
'l'ho case at lpswich \\:ls a case in point. Many 
men went from iYoolloongabba, Red Hill, 
North Brisbane, and other places to Ipswich in 
ihe morning to work, and ca.mc back at night. 
If they were going- to give these~ n1en a chance, 
they would ha o to keep a. general polling· 
booth at Ipswich, unless they had voting by 
post. Tho fact that they had not arrived at 
any determinate distarwe was evidence to his 
Ie1ind, timt the Committee was in a somewhat 
chaotic condition. They had not clarified their 
opinion so that they were able unanimousl:r to 
agree on any one point, and that was a reason 
why they should not msh the matter through. 
If they discussed the matter dispassionately, 
he believed they would come to the conclusion 
that it was nece,sary to adopt "' compromise. 
Ho hoped the Home ~ecrctary would meet 
then1 in a fn.ir spirit, and, in 0rder to safe­
guard the in tcrosts of the ,·oter, l10th rich and 
poor, give them a chance to sec that the law 
was clearly understandable by returning offi­
cers and judge and jury, who later on would 
haYo to deal with it. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Tr1ev had aln,adv ddmn. 
chi-'.ccl a good 1nany woill-en Yoters b~T ab{)lish­
ing the postal vote, and, if that vnts Carried, 1t 
would di,fra.nchise many more elector,. li 
they \VOTe goi11g to define pol1ing-da.y as fron1 
midnight tD midnight, peopk len,ying by train 
for Toowoon1ba at 7 o'clock in the 1norninrr 
could not Yote 1 ecanse thev Y>'~uld not b~ 
absent from the district for 'which they were 
enrrlled from midnight until 7 o'clock. l:iP 
hoped members would not 1 1ake it a party 
qu{_\.:tion. Se,, ('11 n1ilf's ''us a fa.ir distance>. and 
certainly the hours should be f,·om 8 till 6 
o'clock. Th" banking day wa .. HI till 3 o'clock. 
11<' was rather a·tonishc:d at the Attomey· 
General giving sur h a definition. They ought 
tD define it, and make it 8 o'clock till 6 o'clock 

:\Jr. 1LIXWELL: iYhy not lllDV<e it, then? 

Ho;:.;. R. PI-fiLP thought the re pon ibility 
of 1noYillg" it r-ested on the llon1e Secretary. 
lie wgg<'ste::l thn,t the hon. gcmtleman "hould 
amend the clausD l•y omitting; after the words 
"polling-day" the word'' '' i ab~-f'nt," -with 
the v!ew of inserting the words .. during the 
hours oct apn,rt for polling," and theu aftPr· 
warcl.'3. in::.·~ rtin~ the \• or eh "is OYer ~eYen n1ile:::. 
distant." If the hon. gentleman would not 
n1ove thns~~ a.n1·ench11ents.. he vvou1d moye Hwm 
himself. That woulrl preyent a man in iVool­
loongabba voting in the Valley, or vice ,·erS<Z 

\Yith the tran1 s:vst.ern they had in Brisbane, 
there w:.1.s no difficulty in any elector yoting 
in his o-wn electorate. rrh-e hopo hac1 lJeen ex­
prr~:::-·d that our electoral htw anLl our e~ectoral 
roll~ sh<Juld be the sa1ne as 1 l1e Cn1~nnon wealth 
electoral law a.nd the Con1n1on''TeaJth electorn,l 
rolls. lle hoped the Commouwealth would 
take our eledoral rolls. a, they ''ere more 
correct than their own. YNy often people 
were on the State. roll but were not on the 
Commonwealth roll. and i :,.e TU'Sii. If they 
pa~ .. c ~d the Bill in it present forrn, it would 
1ea.d to enJle·~s confusion, a.ncl Yery likely 1t 
•sould haye to Le a.nieucled next year. 

Mr. LESINA: What I object to is tlmt it 
should l~e left to rcturuing ofllcers to decide­
IYha.t. wo rneant. 

llox. R. PHIL P: Xo man on the Brisbane 
roll ,;hould be n,llowcd to vote in South Bris­
bane, but thn,t could bD ck>!Je und<'l' the B11l 
as it stood. _.'1. distance of I miles would 
iitdude all the suburLan cmJstitut)IJcies, and 
,, ould allow cyer,vbody the opportunity of 
yoting, '<·hiLst it ''Tvuld not pern1it persolHttion. 

Jlr. DOL'CLAS hoped the llome Secretary 
"ould ac...:ept the suggested a.nH'udn1011t of the 
leader of the Oppofition. It s·e<'med a reason­
able thing that a person should votD, if pos­
sibk in the district for which he was enrollcu, 
pn,rticularly in tiro mrtropolitmJ aren,. It 
"ould lc.1d to n, gr~ .1t dea.l of confusion if a 
person os allowed to walk from DnB electo­
rate tv a'lotbor and record lJis Ynte. \Yhibt it 
would ~l-o pav-e the way to impersonation. 
They were there to fra.n1c th-t~ir l:T\Y;, in the be:--t 
possible manner, and he did not see why, 
becau:::o the JJill was pa.~s('rl last s·e~,sion, they 
should pass it in exactlv the same form this 
session. They had had 'tlw experience d the. 
last ele: tion since then. .He wonlcl hr"'e much 
pleasure in supporting the an1enchnent. 

Mr. SUMNER: During the last election 
electors were at a great disadYantage, even 
with the postal ballot, in knowing what was 
really meant by the term "absent Yotor." A 
good mn,ny electors came to his committee to 
find out whether, if they had to leave Nundah 
in the morning before the poll 'Tas opened­
perhaps having to travel to Ipswich and com­
ing back before midnight-they were absent 
yoters. Ho belieYed the. Crown Law Officers 
decided that they were not entitled to be called 
absent voters. They should make it quite clear 
what was meant by the term, and it should not 
be hard for the Committe!' to make it clear to 
the comprehension of the simplest elector. 

Mr. AHMSTRONG hoped the Home Secre­
tary v.as going to accept the amendment sug­
gested by the leader of the Opposition. He was 
astonished to hear the two legal luminaries on 
the front Treasury bench statD that polling· 
day was from midnight to midnight. A 
working day was eight hours, n,nd polling· 
day was only the time that the poll was actually 
open. There could be no other definition. He 
went into the library to look up some n,uthori­
tics. and he could not finrl ono which sup­
ported the Atlln'ney-General and the Home 
Scc;retary. 

The ATTORNEY -GENERAL: Arc you sup­
ported by any authority? 

Mr. AR:YlSTRONG: Yes; Canada and New 
Zealand; a.nd, as far as he could see, the Com· 
monwealth. Act. 

The ATTORNEY-GE::>!ERAL: iVhat does Canada 
say? 

:llr. AR:\1STRONG: It says that the polling­
day is between 8 and i o'clock 

1!1r. Armstrong.] 
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'l'he ATTORNEY-GENERAL; Does it expressly 
define it? 

Mr. AlUfSTRONG: 'rhcy should define 
polling-day within the four corners of the Bill. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There is no objec­
tion to that. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: When the Attorney­
General was asked for a defmition, he said that 
he agreed with his colleague. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Certainly. We will 
get it defined. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: He looked forward to 
the time--

The Home SECRETARY : Y on do not know the 
differenGe at all. 

Mr. AR:\ISTROXG: Let him tell the hon. 
member for Enoggera that when he understood 

voliticA a" well as he (Mr. Arm­
[8.30 p.m.] strong) did, he wonhl have very 

little trouble indeed in regard to it. 
The ATTORNEY GE;s'ERAL: You both agree; 

but you are arguing from different premises. 
Mr. ARMSTRO:'{G: He was not going to be 

drawn off the track. On looking into the qm's­
tion, wherever they had any definition of voliing­
day it was always laid down to he certain hours. 
New Zealand laid it down that between the 
hours of 8 a. m. and 5 p.m. was polling-day, and 
it should appeal to the common sense of the 
Committee that polling-day was the hours during 
which an elector could record his vote. 

Hon. R. PHILP: You cannot turn night into 
day. 

Mr. ARMSTRO:l\G: No; and you could not 
turn the hours when you could not record a vote 
into meaning polling-day. The Committee "hould 
come to some decision as to the hours which con­
stituted a polling-day. The Committee had now 
limited one of these matters, which gave absent 
voters and people who were away from their 
electorates a chance of voting by post. It was 
said that there had h<>en corrupt practices under 
that ~ystem of voting, and it was stated that all 
the corrupt practices were indulged in by mem­
bers sitting on the Opposition benches, hut, as a 
matter of fact, they all knew that there were 
corrupt vractices on all sides in connection with 
tha.t matter. 

Mr. CowAP: \V ere you guilty yourself? 
Mr. ARMSTROKG: The hon. member for 

Fitzroy could swallow that interjection as it had 
no effect on his (1\Ir. Armstrong's) election at 
all. So long as their Elections Act allowed 
corrupt practices, and so long as it left the means 
at the disposal of candidates to secure a vote, 
they would secure it. \Vhen a man was up for 
a fight, if he did no\ use every means in his 
power to secure votes, he had no right to be up 
for a fight. (Laughter.) They were all equally 
guilty in connection with that matter. ~ o one 
party was whiter than another, and no member 
blacker than another, in that respect. \Vhether 
they belonged to the Government party, the 
Labour party, or the Opposition party, they 
would all secure votes by whatever practices 
they could. 'rhey had prevented corrupt prac­
tices by postal voting by doing away with it, 
but a new ?'igimc was introduced, and they 
were giving an opportunity for corrupt prac­
tices in another way. These practiceo would 
be far more ]Jractised by the Labour section 
of the community in the outside districts than 
they would be in the towns, and there was a 
bigger chance of impersonation. To correct it 
they should define absolutely what the polling­
day should be, defining the hours of polling and 
the distance between polling-booths or elec­
torates to enable an absent voter to record his 
vote. 

[.il1 r. A.rmstrong. 

* Mr. RA~KIN (Bu1·rum) was rather surprised: 
to hear the ban. member for Lockyer. He had 
some high opinion of the politic.<! morals of the 
hon. gentleman, but after hearing him say that 
he took advantage of any legalised wrong that 
hon. gentleman had fallen in his estimation. 
(Laughter.) He agreecl with the hon. member 
for Clermont that thPY should rJetine both the 
time and space. He agreed with the Attorney­
General that polling-day was from midnight to 
midnight. The amendment sugg<>sted by the 
leader of the Opposition put the matter in a 
nutshell as to what most members wanted to 
see inserted. They should make the clause so 
absolutely clear that he who ran might read,. 
and not leave it to the returning officer to 
decide what polling-d~y meant, ancl how far 
distant a voter must be before he cuuld claim an 
absent voter's vote. They should lay it down in­
clear language. He hoped the Home Secretary 
would see his way to amend the clause in that 
direction. 

The HOJ\IE SECRETARY thought it would 
he b9tter to de6ne what polling-day was, ancl he 
would do this by insertinr: the words "during 
the hours set apart for polling." (Hear, hear!} 
That would make it absolutely certain. He 
mov<>d that these words be inserted after the 
word "polling-day" and before the word "is." 

HoN. R. PHILP would like to know if the 
Home Secr:tary was also going to amend it with 
regard to cl1stance? 

The HmiE SECRETARY: I think time is sufii· 
cient. 

HoN. R. PHILP: It was not sufficient. 
Surely they would not allow people who were in. 
K orth Brisbane to go over to South Brisbane 
and \'OtP. 

Mr. GRAKI' did not think there should be­
any limit put in. Why should they limit the 
distance? 

Mr. JEXKIKSO;s': \Ve have been explaining­
that all the time, and, if you were here, you 
woulcl have heard. 

1\Ir. GRANT: Why shoulcl they fix an :ubi­
trary 7 miles as the distance? 

J\Ir. JENKINSON: 'l'o make it the same as the 
Commonwealth. 

Mr. GRANT: Seven miles was really too far. 
He could spE•;tk from experience in ,Rockhamp­
ton. A great number of Rockhampton vot~rsc 
worked at Lake's Creek, which was only 3 miles 
away, and, through stress of work-which un­
fortunately did not happen at the present time­
they might he kept down there working during. 
the hours of pulling, and thereby be debarred 
from voting. 

Hon. R. PHILP : Have another polling-booth 
down there. 

Mr. LESIK A: The difficulty referred to by 
the junior member for Rockhampton might 
easily be overcome by the establishment of a 
polling-booth at Lake's Creek Meatworks. It 
was such a large place that he sr,ould imagine 
that it would be a simple matter at any time to 
get a polling-place there. No injnstice was 
likely to occur there. He agreed thoroughly 
with the amendment which the Home Secretary 
had the good sense to accept after hearing the 
discnssion in Committee. It was a good thing 
to have a l\Iinister who was approachable and 
who adopted wi.,e suggestions after hearing the 
discus~ion that took place. He was inclined to 
go the whoie way with the Home Secr.tary in 
the matter, hut there was one thing that he 
had overlooked. They had settled the question 
of time, and now came to the rtnestion of space. 
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The CHAIRMAK: Order! I would remind 
the hon. member that we have not yet settled 
the question of time. 

Amendment(Jir . .fla?cthorn'.s) put and paEsed. 

. Mr. LESIN A: They now came to the ques­
tion of space. A certain distance should be 
fixed, otherwise it would be left to the returning 
officer, ttnd how was the returning officer to 
determine? 

Mr. JENKINSOK: In order to bring the 
question of space to an issue, he would move, 
as a further amendment, that, in line G, the word 
"absent" he omitted, with the view of inserting­
the words "ovu seven miles distant." 

Mr. HARDACRE: Before the question of 
space was settled he should like to have it made 
perfectly clear what the question of tima meant. 
Did the words "during the hours set apart for 
the J?011" mean the w ho_le of those hours or any 
partiCular moment durmg those hours? If it 
meant any _particular mom~nt, it meant that they 
were opemng all the pollmg-booths to which a 
man c<;uld. have access so as to re"ord his vote. 
If, for mstance, he went from North Brisbane to 
South Brisbane he could record his vote there 
a~d the mere fact of his doing so would mak~ 
hm1 an absent voter. If John Smith wanted to 
vote for John Brown, he might go to some other 
elect~r~te where his vote cou_ld_ not be properly 
scrutimi'ed. He was nf opmwn that it was 
intended to mean that the absent voter should 
be absent during the whole of the hours set apart 
for polling. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It says so. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: In that case the proposed 
arr1endment regarding the distance was entirely 
unnecessary. The "la use was intended to apply 
not merely to country districts, but to metro~ 
politan districts, and others where there were 
s!lv~ral adjoining electorates. If they made the 
hmit 7 mtles they excluded all the metropolitan 
electorates from the advantage of the clause. 
It ought to be made to apply to the man who 
cannot get back to hi,, own particular electorate 
during the hours set apart for polling. If he 
could not get back, he should be entitled to vote. 
The amendment would exclude such a man from 
being <>ble to vote if he was absent from a metro­
politan electorate. 

Mr. KEXN A: However desirable thie amend­
ment might be from a town point of view from 
a country point of vi@w it would result in a 
number of anomalies. In <1 country district a 
man 7 miles outside the bor·ders of his own elec­
torate. mig:ht be 50 or 100 miles from a polling· 
b_ooth m h!s e_lector":te, and he might at the same 
t1me be w1thm 2 Imles of a polling-booth in an 
adjoining electorate. As he understood the 
amendment, 't man could only get a certificate to 
exercise an absent voter'A vote if he waR n1ore 
than 7 miles from his electorate on polling day. 
There was no particular virtue in '' 7 rniles" 
from the actual border of the electorate and in 
his opinion, it would be better to 'keep' to 
the actual border of the electorate. A mail­
man leaving the border of his electorate at 
5 or 6 o'clock in the morning would be 30 or 
40 miles from his electorate by noon and yet 
according to the de6nition of "polling~day," that 
man would not be competent to vote as an 
absent voter. 

Mr. PAGET: Yes, he would; the hours of 
polling-day have been defined. 

Jlilr. KENN A : He was glad to hear that. 
Still, for the reasons he had given, he was not 

disposed to vote for the amendment making the 
dist a nee 'i miles. 

Mr. COYNE was going to oppose the amend­
ment, because he had not tbe slightest fwr 
that the clause without the amendment would 
lead ~o personation. Under the principal 
Act, 1f a voter went from one division of 
his electorate into another division, or into 
another electomte, to avuid focing the scruti­
neers in the division fur which he wa" enrolled,. 
the sc;-utineers had the power to require the 
retnrnmg officer to compel the elector to sign a 
declaration before he recorded his vote. The 
same safeguard was provided in the clause under 
di~cussion, a" an absent voter had to sign a form 
which was e~uivalent to a declaration before he 
was permitted to vote. He had never heard of 
a case of personation under the principal Act 
where an elector who was challeng·ed by a 
scrutineer had to sign a declamtion, and he did 
not think that hon. members med entertain any 
fear that there would be a great deal of per­
sonation under this clau8e as it stood without 
the proposed amendment. A penalty was pro­
vided for making a false declaration, and h& 
presumed that an elector makin2; a false declara­
tion could be sued for perjury just as he could be 
sued under similar circumstances under th& 
principal Act. The members of the Opposition 
h~d been tt ~ling them all the aftemoon that they 
wished t? give e ;·ery elector an opportunity to 
record his vote, and yet they now supported the 
restriction proposed in the amendment. 

Mr. PAGET : \V ill not you allow sailors and 
passengers on coastal steamers to vote? 

Mr. COYNE : They could not expect to make 
any Bill pPrfect. As to the clause opening- the 
door to corruption, they did not hear of many 
cases of corrupt practices in connection with the 
postal vote und9r the Commonwealth Act. He 
believed there were sol!'e cases of corruption, 
but they were not so umver,al as they had been 
in Queensland. He considered that the clause 
provided sufficient "nfeguards against persona­
tion, and would vote against the amendlllent. 

Jlilr. RANKIN: The bun. member for \Var­
rego was apparently an optimistic politician. 
No doubt, all the hon. member's own peopl& 
were very clean and aboveboard ; bnt it not 
unfrequently happened that many persons tried 
to take advantage of any points they could find 
in our electoral laws to personate others. Per· 

sonally, he was not <1 single bit in 
[!J p.m.] love with the clause, because it 

would open the door very wide to 
corruption in future elections. Consequently, 
the Committee should be very careful in dealing 
with it, and could not well safeguard it too 
much. Not only should they limit the time, 
but also the space ; and he should certainly 
support the amendment of the hon. member for 
Fassifern, beccmse he could see tite great dangers 
that might arise under the clause. 

Mr. RYLAND did not think the clause as it 
stood was quite safe, as it would throw open the 
door to abuse of various kinds. Possibly the 
amendment of the hon. member for l<'nssifern 
was not the best that could be devised, because 
of the weakmss pointed uut by the hon. member 
for Bowen. Although the voter might be distant 
5 or 7 miles from his district, he might be a great 
many miles away from the polling-booth. He 
thought they might provide for his being 5 miles 
away from tbe polling-booth. That would meet 
the objection raised by the hon. member for 
Bowen. The clause as it stood would leave a lot 
of room for perwnation, and he only hoped there 
would be no election held under it. 

Mr. Ryland.] 
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. Hr. DOUGL_\.S thought the clause as amended 
bv the Home Secretary about met the case. 
There was mnple l'rovfsion under clause G to 
deal with persoa~tinn, which was lH>t yery likely 
to take place, as the clause had been amended. 
The only instances in \Vhich personation n1ight 
take phce would he in the case., of those persons 
who were ttbsent from the State. in which case 
persouators might go tn the rlisfrTcts in \Vhich 
those )Jersons were enrolled. By fixing the limit 
of 7 miles it would be disfranchi :ing a great 
numbrr of pe(1ple--in fact., a grc-> .t ·many tnore 
than the ahsen<o voters clauses provided facilities 
for. He could not see his way to support the 
an1endn1ent. 

rvir. LESI~_.:\_ was nevel' very n1uch enatnoured 
of the f'xperin1ent \Vbich the 'Government vv·ere 
trYing. He could find no parallel to it in any 
.A.nstralifln Act. The clan: e had, perhap8, be~;;n 
im1,roved as amended, hut he was afraid that it 
wets going to work into the hands of the rich 
man, and the poor candida.te was going to get 
the worst of i>. It would work against Labour 
every time. That was why there had not been 
such a vL>lent ass!tnlt upon it by the leader of 
the Op[H"ition and his cohorts. There had 
been no outcry against it. Tbf-:re was an orninous 
silence, which made him think that the 0 ppa&i­
tion saw in the clause a bludgeon with which to 
belabour the Labour ]Jarty. The Home Secre­
hry, too, had kept remarkably quiet on that 
aspect of the r ,se. It : eemed to him that it put 
undue power into the hands of returning officers, 
some of whom were bigoted political partisans, 
hide-bound Toriee who had been appointen by 
the late continuous Governme-nt. They had 
been deeply grateful fnr their appointments, and 
held on to them with much tenacity by means of 
suppressing their feeling, somewhat at election 
times. 

An HONOURABLE JYlEo!BER : They are being 
weeded out. 

:\Ir. LESIN A: He hoped this Government 
wc,uld weed them ali out and replace them with 
solid Labunr men. One attempt held been made 
at de1nucra.tisinh the c1ause hy 1neans of the 
aJnenchnent already carried, and now it was 
proposed to make the distance a person mu,t be 
absent from his di::;trict 7 mib s before uein~"; the 
provisions d the cla,Ise. He saw considerable 
dauger in that. It might turn out that all 
electors wEre perfectly pure, and all candidates 
wingh,s;-; angels, but in his opinion a great deal 
of evil might arise from the clause. However, 
the House passed it a few months ago, o;ure in 
the faith that it would du no harm. Perha]''' he 
was ul tr" suspicion,; in supposing that evil would 
rr.·,ult fl·om it, but the feet that they had 
amended it so ce1refully, and defined it so accur­
tdy, convinced him that there was something 
n1m·e than appeared on the Hnrface, He hoped 
his suspicions would not be justifircd; that it would 
not work against the poor man, and tLat the rich 
rnan W(1Uld not Lenefit b}~ my::;teriou~ absent 
voLers who got away 7 mile.-, from the electo­
rate. He knew of a half blind old man, seventy­
eight yeCArs of age, who walked 20 miles to 
record his vote f,,r the Labonr r·1ndidate at the 
election before lest, and, if that was so, there 
were few "ble- bodied men who could not travel 
half that di.;tance. That was necesc,ary in 
his case, bee- ;USe the Gov8rnrnent would not 
appoint a polling-plac'' nt Expedition Dam in 
the Clermont electorate. It was possible that 
the new clftuse n1ight work to some extenr: in the 
interests of bis party, but he had his doubts 
about it,. Those new.fangled notions were very 
like bo"mer<1ngs. They, as likely as not, recoiled 
upon the unskilled thro,:er instead of striking 
the object aimed at. Very likely the leader of the 

[11fT. Douglas. 

Labour party was anxious to use that particular 
boomerang with the skill of an old aboriginal, 
though it was possible he might find it a 
dangerous weapon. But it might not be so 
skilful in his hands or in the hands of the hon. 
member for Gympie. (Laughter.) That hon. 
member mi~ht throw it umkilfully, and it 
might come back and injure him, and even kill 
him. (Laughter.) They did not know whether 
such a clause was justifiecl, as it had not been 
tried so far, he thought, with any measure of 
success. The hon. member for Charters Towers 
said it had worked well in connection with the 
:Federal election laws, and he should like to be 
enlightened, as he did not know snch a thing 
existed. Under the provision in"'·rted in the 
other Home, which had already been knocked 
out, men who went away shearing in the \Vest 
of Queemland might have exercised a vote by 
postal ballot, but now they would have to exer­
cise it by means of this absent voters clause. He 
did not.know how it would worl<, but it ap­
peared to him that men who wished to down 
Labour candidates would be more anxious to 
exercise the v)te than the Labour men, who 
wonld not go to all these formalit.ies.. Before a 
man secnred one of these ballot-papers he had to 
answer a list of questions-

!. For what electoral district are you (gwJHied to 
voter 

2. Have you within the lnRt preceding seven months 
been bOJt,; .flcle rE>sirlent within the above­
mentioned electm·al district for a periocl of one 
month? 

3. What iR your name (surname and Christian 
l~~tme in full) ? 

4. 1Vhut is you1· occupation? 
5. ·where is your usual place of residence? 
6. ·what is your present address!-

Ancl a que<tion as to who was his great grand­
father might safely be included. All these 
que·;tinns might induce an ordinary working 
man not to trouble. He mi;ht say, "Harry 
Coyne is nJlright, he won't w:tnt our vote:'; or, 
"Joe Lesina i8 perfectly s, .. fe':; or, "\\.i"'e know 
that. Bill Hamilton is unbeaten." The Labour 
man was untroubled, but all the other men 
would trouble. He believed that just as the 
postal vote brought grist to the capitalistic 
party, so would this absentee vote bring grist 
to the mill of the other crowd. He din not say 
his party wonld gHin if they used it, but would 
the men use it? He hoped they would, but the 
chances were that in Lbat lackadaisical way 
which led to Barcoo being won by the Minister 
for l'tailway~-dmply not going in to vote as 
they thought the other man could not possibly 
win, and the election was lost. He hoped that 
would not be so in this case, and that he was not 
ultra suspicious. 

~\Ir. :,fULLAN was of opinion that if the 
7-ndle limit "VYas ~ccepted a considerable number 
of electors would be disfranchioed, especially in 
the metropolitan electorates. I•' or instance, if an 
elector of Fortitude V alley left his home before 
8 o'clock in the morning and proceeded to work 
G miles away, and was engaged at work till the 
closing of the poll, not being. 7 miles away he 
would not be able to record h1s vote, and as he 
would not be able to return home in time he 
would be disfranchised. Therefore, he thought, 
greater facilities for votint: r.hould be afforded to 
the general community nnder the Bill as it stood, 
without a distance limitation at all. 

GovBR~ME~T A~D LAilOUR ME;IIIlERS: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. MULL AN: They had ample safeguarda 
in the Bill as it stood to preclude the possibility 
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of impersonation. He took it that at any other 
polling-place than bis own district he wouid have 
to subscribe to a declaration, and that vote wets 
not counted until thP roll was compared with the 
number on the envelope which accompanied the 
vote. The safeguard here was n,n excellent one. 
He had had some experienc'l of the workin~ of 
this particular vote in connection with the Ja.st 
Federal election, and he found thb absentee 
voters proposal worked excellently, and he knew 
of no cases o~ impersonation. He thonght the 
House-partwubrly metropolitan members-­
would be well advised, as it affected them the 
most, in rejecting the amendment. 

Ho:-r. D. F. DENHA"YI : If this amendment 
\V ere accepted there woulrl be a pp 1interl in the 
city, as there was htst ye<1r, a polling-place for 
all the electoral districts in Queensland. 'fhat 
being so, it would entirely do a•,:ay with the 
objection of the junior member for Charters 
Towers. If there was a city polling-booth for 
the '~hole of the electorates, it would be neces­
sary to ha,·e scrutineer~ appointed for 'cores of 
places, and it would delay the compiling of re­
turns for many hours. The objection of the 
junior member for Ch~rters Towers had no force 
as applied to this amendment. 

* Mr. 1IULLAX : It did not create the neces­
sity for having any extra "cmtineers at all. 
Under onr present system of fighting there 
were scrutineerg rPpresentative of the particular 
parties, and it did not matter whether it was for 
their own particular candidate they were fight­
ingOt' any other candidate of their party, th< y 
took nn ln~erec.;t in his vote jn~t the same. If 
,Tohu ,Jones came t,, '.Voolloorwauba and said he 
was a voter fur Forti tnde \l alley, he had to sign 
a declaration. That was an ab;olute safeguard 
against irr1personation. 

Mr. HARDACRE: The more he thought of 
the lJroposed amendtnEnt the tnore be was 
agc<inst it. It would not only Pxclude the metro­
polit~tn districtH fron1 the advantage of the opera~ 
tion of the clansc-wllich might be a rea ,on for 
supporting the amendment-but the cl1ief objec­
tion was thttt it would be disachantag·eons to 
country rl.istricts. He could giYe a good example 
of that in the caf1e of a rr1ining centre on the 
boundary of two eleJtorn.tes. The 1niners \\'ere 
;;ome 50 or 60 n1iles aw::ty frorn the nearest po1l~ 
ing-booth in the one mining centre, and if the 7-
mile limit was imposecl they would be excluded 
from voting at a polling-booth only 2 miles from 
the boundary of their electorate. The mining 
centre he spoke of was only 2 miles from the 
boundary, and adjoining,;~, rni.ning electorate in 
which the miners were g·oing to and fro con­
stantly, and there was not likely to be a polling­
place. There had been a polling-place tllere in 
times past for both electorates, but the number 
of electors frcm the adjoining electorate had 
diminished; but there would alw.1ys bo some 
there, and they would be excluded from Yuting 
in the absent electorette if the 7 milec dis­
tance w:J<s imposed, be0:-tu;.:;e the rnining town~ 
ship was only 2 miles from the bound ,ry. He 
believed there would be many other conntry elec­
torates similarly situated. He thought that 
having passed the condition that the· electors 
had to be absent during the hours which the poll 
was open that that was an ample safeguard. 
No ordinary elector would be absent, with the 
intention to vote, during the whole of those 
11oure-, unle'3s it was fur purposes of irnpc-;rsona­
tion, and against irnpr~rsonation they had pro~ 
Yided a penalty of £50, w hiht there "a·' the 
other safeguard, that a person must take an oath 
that he had not been six months out of the elec· 
torate. 

1908-T 

Question-That the word proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the clanse (llfr, Jen­
h:inson's "mcndmcnt)-pnt; and the Committee 
divided:·-

)Ir. Adamson 
, Airey 
,, Barber 
, Rarton 
, llell 

Rlair 
, Bowman 
,, Erennan 
,, Cottell 
, Cowap 
, Coyne 
, Douglas 

Hamilton 
, , Ilardacre 
, Hawthorn 
, Hunter, D. 

AYES, 30. 

Hunter, ,J. ~I. 
, Hnxham 
,, .T~ckson 

,. Kenna 

:Jir. Kerr 
Kids ton 
Land 
r.ennon 

, Lcsina 
Jfackintosh 
:liaxwell 
?>I ay 
:llcLachlau 
}lite hell 
:llulcahy 
:linllan 

, J.Iurphy 
Pay ne 
Roberts 
Ryland 
Sumner 

, ,,~instanley 

Woods 

Telle'i'B: Mr. D. Hunter and }Ir. Smnner. 

:111·. Appel 
, Armstrong 
, narnes., G. P. 
,, Campbcll 
, Cribb 
,, Denhmn 
, Pon·est 
, Grayson 
, Gunn 

II~mran 
, Jenkinson 

SOES, 21. 

}Jr. P{l_get 
Petrie 

, Philp 
nankin 
Somerset 
Stodart 
Swavne 
Thol·n 
Walker 
White 

l't!llc s: ::nr. Jcnkinson ancl11r. nankin. 

P~\.1R:5. 

.Ayes-Jlr. 1Iann, ::l-1r. Grant, ancl :\Ir. IIerbertson. 
Not,,-lir. Keo:;h, Jlr. Fox, and :J.Ir. \Y. H. Barnes. 

Resulved in the affirmative. 

Mr. P AG ET "gain moved his amendment­
which he had temporarily withdLtwn-to omit 
the word "may" in line 40 with the view of 
inserting ''~hall.'' 

::\Ir. KEl\K A de,ired to call ttttention to the 
second question in the declaration-

Have you \\ithin the last preceding seven months 
been brmajidr: resident within the abovementioned 
electoral distriet for a period of one month? 

He would suppose the c.t'e of a man who<e nttme 
was on the electoral roll, and who answered 
"Xo" to that question. If a rnan's name was 
on the rc•ll he was entitled to claim the votH. 

Mr. PAGKf ~ X o, not under the Act, nnlec's he 
has been a re,,ident in the fJlectomte for one 
month in the preceding seven months. 

JUr. KE::'\::s'A: But if a man's name was on 
the roll it was proof positive that he was entitled 
to vote. 

OPPOSITION }1E>!BEHI': ?\' o, no ! 

Mr. JI.IAX\VELL (Burkc) hoped the hon. 
member fur Mackay would not prrs;; his amend­

ment. Take the case of a man 
[9.30 p.m.] working on any of the \Vestern 

stations ; he generally described 
himself as a labourer, and in this clause, under 
the fourth question, he bad to state his occupa­
tion. '.Vbatever occupation he put on his claim 
form he would also ha,·e to put on his applica­
tion t'1 vote. Suppose after a num':er of years 
that that man went mining, he would forget 
what occupation he put in his original claim for 
a vote, 

Mr. PAGgT: He will be ttll right if he answers 
the questions truthfully. 

Mr. Maxwell.] 
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Mr. MAXIYELL: They would compare it 
with his miginal claim form. The whole thing 
went far enough \Yith the w-ord "may" instead 
of "shall." If it were altered it would make it 
imperative that he should be fined £50, but if 
the word "may" were left in he might be fined 
anything up to that. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL hoped the 
hon. m ern her for i\Iacka y woul•i nol pre>'s his 
amendment. \Yith all dtw deference to the 
mover, he failed to see that the amendment 
wonld m.lke any difference to the question at all. 
If the voter p!e:lded guilty, the whole thing was 
settled, and, if he pleaded not guilty, it was for 
the jury "o decide. It wa' prodded, in sub­
clause 8, that if be wilfully made a fal'e am wer 
he shonld be liable to a i)enalty not exceeding 
£.)0. The mere words chosen in the clause 
would not render a pen: lll liable. The qu.--;tion 
of g·uilt did not depend on the wording of the 
clause, but on the nrdict of the jury. 

Mr. HARDAORE asked if the word "wilful" 
should not be put in? It might be false, but not 
false in any rnaterial partic:nlar. 

'rhe ATTORNEY-GE"'ERAI~: Subclause S pro­
vides for that. 

Ho"'. R. PHILP: As the Treasurer was the 
only t ecngnised ~choolmaster in the House, he 
would like to know if the clause in question was 
grammatical. In the declantion it said-

I sign my name knowing that if any of them is false, 
etc. 
\\'as that grammatical? 

J\fr. ,JEXKINSON: It should ba "are" false. 
::\Ir. 1\I.~X\YELL : \Yell, take out "io" and put 

"are" if you w::-tnt to. 
The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: It is quite correct 

as it is. 
The Tr<EABt:HER: Quite correct. 
Amendment (Jb· Paget's) !Jut and neg-.tti,·ed. 

On claw~e 5~-" Duty of presiding officer"­
HoN. R. PHILP thuugbt the Government 

should drop the Bill, as, even if it went through, 
there wou!J not be an election held lmder it. 
They had just put a clause through providing 
that where an elector from South Brisbane CH me 
over to Xorth Brisbane he could vote in North 
Brisba.ne as an absent voter. It was 1naking a 
farce of the Elections BilL 

J\!Ir. LESINA: He might have a very good 
reason for being absent. The police might be 
after him. 

Question put :_md paesed. 
On clause G-" Duty of returning officer''­

Mr. RYLAXD moved the imertion after the 
word "elt:ction:' of the 'vords ''and al'3o when 
practic!tble, with the signature of the voter on his 
claitn for enrolment." 

Mr. PAGET: Some of them were made twenty 
years before. 

i\Ir. RYLAN]): 'rhere were none that old, as 
the old forms had all been wiped out. He had 
been 1naki ng 1nquiries of the regi~trarsj and he 
had been told that in the cases of !ln pPr cent. 
of the electors in the metropolitan are>t he had 
got the origimtl claim forms, and there was no 
dif!iculty in comparing the signature of the 
absent voter when he dSked for an aboentee vote 
with the signature on his original claim for a 
vote. At the Gympie election, he found that 
in the case of every voter on the roll the 
original elaim could be e:1sily turned up ancl the 
signature compared with his application for an 
absentee vote. If the amendment was inserted, 
it would pmctically do away with peroonation. 
If not, the door to personation would remain open, 

[ 111 r. JJf axwell. 

and money would win every time. The poor 
man could not afford to look after the roll•, and 
there was a good deal nf personation at the last 
election. 

Mr. W. H. BARNES : That is only an asser­
tion ; yon cannot prove it. 

JI.Ir. HYLAND: He could; and any amount 
of money w~s spent. There were many electors 
in G-ymt'•ie who havpened to be working in New 
Snnt.b \Yak- Victoria ami \Yestern Australia. 
\V hat was to' prevent a man with Innney paying 
men to go round to the various polling-booths, 
and putting in ~Tohn Jones's narne at this polling~ 
booth, and Jack Smith's at that, and ~igning 
th0~e name"' under then1 unless the Pignatnre 
could ln comprtred with the claim form. How­
ever as he un.lerstood the Home Secretary had 
ann~nnced that he wanted to send the Bill to the 
L~pper House in tbe :-iatne form a·1 it was Rent 
last \'ear he would not preos his amendment. 
He s~ bml tted it to the House to iShuw a weakness 
connected with the clame. 

HoN. R. PHILP regretted that the hon. 
member did not intend to press his ament1ment, 
became it wa' one which they on that side were 
quite prepared to support. Ao to the allegation 
that rich men would collect bogns votes and go 
in for personation, he did not believe a word of 
it. They on that side were just as 'lnxious to 
have clean voting as the hon. member for 
Gym pie. 

i\Ir. JENKI:'\SO?\: The junior member for 
Gym pie Lad pnt th10 country to the trouble and 
expense of printing his amendment, and now 
admitted that there was no busine'" in it. He 
would not ask the Committee to accept it simply 
became the H•.me Secretary had made an 
assertion that he wanted the Bill sent to the 
Council in the ~,an1e fornt aK it \vas sent last 
sr•sion. 'rhat was an abolutely illogical posi­
tion to take up, because the Hmne Secretary 
had .q!read.v accept: cl an amendment in clause -i 
which made the Bill different from i hat of last 
J ear. He wishFd to prote-st against such a 
was I e of time and money. It was a regrettable 
thing that the bon. member thought so little of 
the Government time and money that he was 
lavishly wasting both of them. There was a 
good deal to be said in favour of the a!nendment 
if the hon. member would only press 1t. 

The HOi\IE SlWRETARY thought the hon. 
member for Gympie had acted in a very reason­
able manner in not pressing his a1nendment; he 
was carrying out one of the things for which he 
was returned to the House. 

Mr. LESINA: There were two points of 
view from which the action of the hem. member 
for Gympie might be looked at. The fir,,t was 
the fact that the Opposition had announced 
their intention to support it was sufficient to 
justify him in withdrawing it. The other was 
that the hon, member for Gym!Jie, rEcogm;mg 
that t.here were a good many printers out of 
work. had so arranged that some of them should 
get einployment at the union rate of wages at 
the Government Printing Office. It was an 
attempt to find work for the unemployed. 
(Laughter.) 

HoN. D. F. DE:'\HAM :· Anyone reading the 
clause would eee the reasonablene's of the 
amendment. The returning officer had to com­
pare the endorsements on the envelopes with the 
marked roll in use at the election. The hon. 
member wanted to give a double protection so as 
to ensure the accuracy nf the vote. The ohjec-· 
tion the Minister took to the amendment \\as 
that he wi8hed the Dill to go to the other House 
in the same form as that in which it originally 
went there. That seemed to the hon. gentleman 
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of more Importance than that the rights of 
electors and the rights of cand1da tes should 
be protected. It was of more nnp,1rtance that 
the measure should be sent to the e pper Houtie 
in an imperfect form than that it should 
amended and made more perfect. It had already 
been amended in an important particular, so that 
it could not go to the Council in its original 
form. He hoped the bon. member for Gympie 
would move his amendment; if he did not, of 
course it would go hy the board. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 7 to H, inclusive, put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRl\IAN reported 

the llillwith an amendment. 
The Bill, as amended, was taken into con­

sideration, and its third reading was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

WAGES BOARDS BILL. 

Cmnrr~·TEE. 

Clauses 1 to 10, inclus1 ve, put and passed. 
On elau·,e 11-" Powers not to be limited by 

provisions of principal Act"-

HoN. D. F. DEXHAM: \Yould the Minister 
inform the Committee what was the purport of 
the clause? There must be something in his 

mind to which reference was made, 
[10 p.m.] and on which light required to be 

shed. The clause was very ambigu­
ous. He had been looking at the princi}Jal Act 
to see to what the clause referred, !Jut could not 
discover what it was. The clause said that the 
powers of the special board with respect to 
matters within th<cir jurisdiction should not be 
limited or othe1:wi-;e affected hy any express pro­
vision of the principal Act. 'l'he Minister would 
surely be able to tell them what was meant by 
that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PlJBI,IC WORKS: 
The clause simply provided that the special 
board should have certain powers, and its 
jurit;dietion was not to be limited by any 
expre''' provision of the principal Act. It 
prevented any curtailment of the powers of the 
special baard. The speciol board was appointed 
for special pm·poS<'S which were dealt with Ly 
clause 10, 

HoN. D. F. DENHA:\1: The Minister had 
thrown no light upon the clause. 

Mr. CowAP : You do not want any. 

Hox. D. F. DEN HAM: He should not have 
risen if he did not want information. It was to 
be borne in mind that the Act was to be read in 
conjunction with the principal Act, and the 
clause said that the powers of the special board 
were not to be limited or otherwise affected by 
any express provision of the principal Act. He 
should like to know what the clause referred to. 
It was a clause of very wide sweep and import­
ance, and the Minister should be able to explain 
it. Merely making a rambling- statement about 
special beards being appointed for certain pur­
vases did not convey any assistance to the com­
mittee. 

The ATTORXEY-GE!'\ERAL: In answer to 
the hon. member, he thought it would Le within 
his knowledge that special boards were to heap­
pointed under clause 3, subsection 1. There 
were various objects stated there. They were 
established 
in order to fleterminc the lowest prices or rates which 
may be paid to any person or persons or classes ot persons 
employed either insid1- or outside a factory or in or in 
connert.wn with a shop in wholly or partly preparing 
or manufacturing any p~rticuhtr articles of clothing or 
wearing apparel or furniture. or in any process, trade, 
or bnsines~ usually or frequently carried on in a factory 
or shop, or in order to determine the ordinary working 

hours, and the maximum of working hours, including 
overtime, in or in connection w1th a factory en· shop, 
including shops otherwise exempt fl·om the proyiswns 
of the principal Act. 

The matters to be dealt with by the special 
board were dealt with in subclause 2-

In fixing ~uch lowest prices or rates the special 
bonrd should take iuto consideration tile nature, kind, 
and cla~:s of the work, an<i the mode and manner in 
which the work is to he done, and tl1e age and sex of 
the worl\:ers, and any matter which may from time to 
time be prescribed. 

1'\ow, the principal Act., as the hon. member 
knew, dealt with almost overy matter to which 
the clause he had read alluded, and clause 11 
merely provided that wherever the r-owers of the 
s}Jecial board with respect to those matters were 
invoked, the mere fact that the princifJal Act 
dealt with all or any of them was immaterial. 
The power of the special board overrode the pro­
vision~ of the principal Act.. Clause 11 was a 
paramount clause. That was the explanation of 
it. 

Ron. D. F. DE:-!HA~I: That is what I was 
asking for, 

Ulause put and passed. 
Clauses 12, 13, and H, put and passed. 
On clause 15-" Board to determine lowest 

price or rate of payment"-

Mr. JE::'\KINSO::'\: The clame dealt with 
fixing the price or rate for outside work, and it 
appeared to him that the special board appointed 
for that purpose could, acc•Jrding to line 45, only 
be called into existence at the instance of the 
"occupier." \Vas no power to be given to the 
employees to call the special board into opera­
tion? They were told OH the second rettding 
that the measure was going to benefit the em­
ployee, ,,s well as the employers, and that their 
powers were going to be equal so far as the 
special boards taking their respeceive claims into 
consideratiun was concerned. The clause appa­
rently did not give power to any employee to 
move the board to tix the rates of wages, but 
only conferred t.hat power on the "occupier of a 
factory or shop." That seemed to be an over­
sight. 

The SECRETARY FOR PL:BLIC WORKS: 
That clause referred to work done outside the 
factory, and the occupier was the person who 
took that work home. It was the occupier who 
was affected. 

Cl a use pn t and passed. 
Clauses lG to 19, inclusiYe, put and passed. 

On clause 20-"Apppentices and improvers"­

Ho:-.. D. F. DE::SHAJ\I : 'l'bis was a very 
important clause. He was well aware that the 
Bill had been discussed not only on the second 
reading·, but in Committee; and he had not the 
least intention to try and block progress at this 
stag,e. The cbuse dealt with the empl"yment 
of our youths, and the filling up of the places in 
factories with inferior men. Had the Minister 
any idea as to how many youths would be per· 
mitted to engage as apprentices in any occu­
pation? He knew many parents were finding 
it difficult to get good occupations for their lads. 

Mr. BmniAX : That will be determined by 
the court. 

Ho;{. D. F. DF.::'\HAJ\1: He thought he had 
noticed son1ewh{;'re that the nun1ber \YUS not to 
exceed five. 

The TREASUHER: The clause, on line 53, lea Yes 
it to the discretion of the board. 

Hox. D. F. DENFL'":\I: He wanted to dmw 
attention to the het that many of our parents in 
Queensland were c,mcerned as to the occupation 
of their sons. There had been a tendency of late 

Hon. D. F. Denham.] 
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to restrict the number of lads as apprentices, 
and the comequence was that many of the 
n1echanical busineRi:lt:'cl and occupations 'vere 
lacking men, and those who had not had any 
special training \Vere put to work in factories. 
He hoped it would not act as a deterrent to the 
young men of the State. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
thought the hon. member was unduly exercised 
over apprentices. 'fhe board would be composed 
of employers and employees, and would decide 
the number of apprentices. 

:'\fr. AR"YISTRO:'-<G asked the ::'\Iinister 
whether the words at the end of subclause (1)­
or when engaged in any process, tracl<' or business 
respecting which any special board has umde a deter­
mination-

included the children of farmers \\ ho might be 
engaged in, say, milking-dairying. 

The SECRETARY J<'ORPUBLIO WORKS 
said he would answer that in the Irish way by 
asking another question. \V ere the children of 
the farmers 'lpprentices? This referred to ap­
prentices and improvers. 

Clause put and pa6Sed. 
Clauses 21 to 28, inclusive, put and passed. 

On clause 29-" Aged, slow, or infirm 
workers''-

Hox. D. F. DE:::\HA1I pointed ont that sub­
clause (1) provided that the board might grant to 
an aged or infirm or slow worker a license for 
twelve month,; to work at a le s wage. It was 
rather regrettable that he should have to apply 
annually for the renewal of that license, and he 
suggested that the words "twelve months" 
should be deleted. 

::'\Ir. BmniAN : The board under that clause 
gives him every opportunity. 

The SECRETARY E'OH PUBLIC "\VORKS: He may 
have recovered from his infirmity. 

HoN. D. :F. DEXHA1I: He merely pointed 
out that it was an indignity cast upon many of 
our aged workers. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 30 to 45, inclusive, put and paesed. 

On clause 4G-" DeterrnimLtinns of special board 
challengeable before Supreme Court only"-

Mr. JE)[KIXSO:'-< understood it was rather a 
costly method to appeal to the Supreme Court, 
and asked whether it would not be better to 
grant an appeal to the District Court. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL "aid that it 
was rnore- expeditious, rnore effective, and le~s 
eostly to approach the Supreme Court in the 
first and final instance. Instead of having to 
appeal first to the District Court, and then to 
the Supreme Court, they could go to the 
Supreme Court at once, by simple affidavit, 
stating the grounds of application, apr,ly for a 
rule, and call on the Chief Inspector to show 
cause why the determination should not be 
qua.,hed in whole or in vart, and come to a 
decision at once. 

Clause put and passed. 

Clause 47 put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRniAN reported 
progress; and the Committee obtained leave to 
sit again to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at twenty-five minutes 
past 10 o'clock. 

[Hon. D. F. Denham. 

Constitution, Etc., Bill. 




