Queensland

Parliamentary Debates
[Hansard]

Legislative Assembly

TUESDAY, 24 MARCH 1908

Electronic reproduction of original hardcopy



Papers.

[24 Marcn.] Questions. 251

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

TuEsnay, 24 MagrcH, 1908,

The SpEakiR (Hon. John Leahy, Bulloo) took
the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPKRS.
The following papers, laid on the table, were
ordered to be printed :—

(1) Regulations as of 28th December, 1907,
and 12th March, 1908, relative to the
Government Savings Bank Act of 1864,

(2) Return to an Order, relative to grazing
farms in Central Queensland, made by
the House, on motion of Mr., Grant, on
the 11th instant.

QUESTIONS.
REAPPOINTMENT OF DR, MAXWELL.
Mr. LESINA (Clermont) asked the Chief
Secretary—

1. Is it the intention of the Government to reappoint
Dr. Maxwell at the end of Lis present engagement #

2, If so, will ke afford Parliainent an opportunity of
discussing the proposal before tlie appointment is
gazeited ?

The PREMIER (Hon., W. Kidston, Rock-
hampton) replied—
1. and 2. The matter is now being considered.

Mr. YEsina ;I think we ought to know some-
thing about the reappointment of a man getting
£3,000 a year.

CroNcurrY RAILwaYy EXTENSION.
Mr. MAY (Flindsrs) asked the Secretary for
Railways—
Sceing the Cloncurry Railway extension was to be
constructed by day labour, is it the intention of the
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Government, as report states, to let the bridge work
between Helton and Cloncurry by contract ¢

The SECRETARY ¥YOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. G. Xerr, Barcoo) replied—

No. It is not intended to let bridges on the Clon-
curry extension by contract, but offers have been in-
vited from men willing to undertake the erection by
piecework at a stated price. The erection of bridges in
this way is a common practice on day labour lines,

RarLway ¥roM CronNcURRY To MousT ELLIOTT.

Mr. MAY asked the Secretary for Railways—

Is it the intention of the Government to introduce a
Bill to construct a railway from Cloncwrry to Mount
Elliott this session ; if not all the way to Mount Elliott,
could not a part of the way as far as the Malbon, which
I understand is alveady fully surveyed, be constructed ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—
The matter is under consideration.

(Laughter.)

ExroroiNG MINING REGULATIONS,

Mr. MAY asked the Secretary for Mines—

Is it his intention to enforce regnlations as specified
in part XIII,, clause 214, subsections 13, 14, 16, 17, 22,
30, 32, and 33. of the Mining Act of 1893, in the Clon-
curry district?

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. J.
W. Blair, Ipswich) replied—

A resident inspector of niines has been appointed for
the Cloncnrry district, and is now on his way to the
fleld. The inspector will see that the provisions of the
Act are complied with.

, Mr. Lesina : That is better than ‘‘The matter
is under consideration,” (Laughter.)

RAILWAY FROM WALLOON To MARBURG.
Mr. KEOGH (Rosewood) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

Is it his intention to have a survey made from
Walloon to Marburg, as promised by the Secretary for
Public Lands when acting as Secretary for Railways®

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—

This matter will have careful consideration, but so
far there has not been a surveyor avaijlable.

Mr. LgsiNa: We are getting tired of ¢ This
matter is under consideration.”  (Laughter.)

REPRESENTATION AT PREMIERs’ CONFERENCE.

My, SUMNER (Nundah),
asked the Chief Secretary—

In view of the introduction of the Surplus Revenue
Bill in the Commonwealth Parliament, is it the inten-
tion of the Government to be represented at the forth-
coming Premniers’ Conference to be held in Melhourne ¢

The PREMIER : Yes.

Mr. Lesiva: Who will you send down there?
Alrey?

The SPEAKER : Order, order!

Mr, MaxweLL: Send Lesina.

without notice,

ELECTIONS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
CoMMITTEE.
Clause 1 put and passed.

Clanse 2—‘‘Discontinuance of certain adver-
tisements "—

Ho~, R. PHILP (Zownsville): Before they
repealed section 29 of the consolidated Acts,
which was provided by the clause before she
Committee, hon. members should understand
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what it meant. Would it mean that the names
that were struck off the roll at the revision
courts would not be ad vertised ?

The HoME SrcrETARY: No; that is not so.
We will continue to advertise the list of dead,
left, and disqualified.

Hox. R. PHILP: The lists of those put on
the roll should be advertised too. He would
like the Minister to tell them the cost of adver-
tising the names put on at the bi-monthly or
quarterly courts,

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. A. G. C.
Hawthorn, Enoggera) : The cost of advertising
the bi-monthly lists of names last year was
£1,367 14s. 9d. The cost of advertising the
electoral lists, as mentioned in section 29, was.
£279 7s. 8d., and the cost of advertising the
lists of dead, left, and disqualified was £226 16s.
3d. That was a reduction on what it was the
previous year, still hon, members would see that
it was a very large amount.

Mr. Pacer : What was the total amount ?

The HOME SECRETARY : About £2,000
altogether.

Mr. MaxwgLL : That will be so much more
towards the old age pensions.

Mr. JENKINSON (Fassifern) hoped the
Minister would see his way clear to allow the
clause to he negatived. When the clause was
discussed on the last occasion that this Bill was
before the Committee, the consensus of opinion
was that the money was absolutely well spent.

Mr. MaxwgLL: No, no !
against that.

Mr. JENKINSON : The majority might have
been against it as far as the voting was con-
cerned, but the consensus of opinion was that
the money was well spent.

GOVERNMENT ANT LABOUR MEMBERS : No.

The HoMe SecreTary: That is you, I sup-
pose.

Mr. JENKINSON : He was one of those who
believed in giving as much publicity as possible
to these watters. There was no scheme sug-
gested for giving electors the same opportunity
of ascertaining whether their names were placed
on the roll as was given by advertising the lists.
Posting the lists ontside a post otlice or court-
house was not sufficient, as many electors would
never see them at those places. Inthe provinces
numbers of electors would have to travel many
miles into town in order to ascertain whether
their claims had been accepted by the bi-
monthly court, and their names registered. The
amount spent in advertising the lists was very
insignificant when it was considered that it was
spread over the whole of Queensland. The
metropolitan journals would absorb two-fifths of
the amount, so that there was very little left for
advertising nanies in the provinces. He hoped
the matter would be pressed to a division, and
that the clause would be negatived.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber for Fassifern spoke about the consensus of
opinion in the last Parliament being in favour
of continuing this expenditure. The voting on the
repealing clause was ‘‘Ayes” 35, “Noes” 24, so
that the consensus of opinion was against the
retention of the provisior, and he thought the
majority of hon. members would agree with
him that the advertising wasabsolutely unneces-
sary, and that it was a waste of money.

Mr, PAGET (Mackay) did not agree with
the Minister that the advertising of the electoral
lists prepared by the bi-monthly courts was

The majority were
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absolutely unnecessary. There was no question
but that in districts away from the centres of
population the only method by which people
could ascertain whether their names were inserted
on the electoral roll was by reading the local
newspapers. It was absoutely impossible for the
great majority of those people to visit the post
office or the courthouse to see whether their
names were registered. Though the striking of
names off the rolls was not strictly related to
the clause wnder discussion, he would draw
attention to the enormous number of names
which were struck off the rolls at the last annual
revision court.

Mr. Lesiva: They were nearly ail Labour
supporters.

Mr. PAGET did not agree with the hon.
member for Clermont that they were nearly all
Labour supporters. During the election cam-
paign quite a number of cases were brought
under his notice in which persons who had never
moved from their residence,”and who were not
Labour supporters, had their names struck off
the roll.

Mr. MurPHY : Did not they aotice their names
in the newspapers ?

Mr. PAGET : No. In his own electorate very
few cases came under his notice, but quite a
number of people in Brisbane, who had not
moved from their old residence, when they went
to vote, found that their names were not on the
70ll. He believed it was the desire of every
member of the House, and of every right-thinking
person in the commumtv, that every person in
the State who was eutitled to vote should be
allowed to vote. How naines came to be struck
off the roll at the last revision court he did not
know. 'The police were supposed to make a
house to house visitation for the purpose of find-
ing out whether electors still resided at the
addresses given on the rolls.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : No,

Mr. Lesina: They were sent round.

Mr. PAGET understood that the police in the
Brisbane districts did make a house to house
visitation.

An HonNoOURABLE MEMBER : They did at one
time.

Mr. PAGET: Well, they were alleged to
have made this visitation. With regard to the
question of advertising the names of persons
whose names it was proposed to strike off the
roll, he would point out that the notices sent
out by the electoral office did not always reach
people in country districts. In view of the state
of the rolls at the last general election, he
thought it would be a very excelient thing to
form a committee from all parties in the House
to inquire into the working of the electoral office,
and to see whether some inexpensive system
could not be evolved by which every person in
the State entitled to the franchise should have
his or her namne enrolled, and that the names of
such persons should not be struck off the roll
except for very good reasons.

Hoxn. D. ¥. DENHAM (Ouxley) asked whether
it was the intention of the Government to still
advertise the annual list of persons who were
““dead, left, or disqualified”?

The HoME SECRETARY : Yes, that is to be con-
tinued.

Hox. D. ¥. DENHAM : This clause nierely
applies to the bi-monthly lists?

The HoOME SECRETARTY : Yes.

Mr, ARMSTRONG (Lockyer) : Many people
in the country districts did not come into town
more than once a year, and some did not come
more than once in two years, and such people
avould not be able to see the bi-monthly lists if
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they were only exhibited at a post office or court-
house, but they would probably see them if they
were advertised in the local newspapers. The
amonnt spent in advertising these lists was only
£33 for each electorate in the State. Was not
the advertising worth £33,

The Hoxtk SECRETARY : I donot think so; it is
unnecessary.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : He disagreed with the
Minister on that point, because there were
people who had no means of finding out whether
their names were registered except by reading
the advertised lists in the local newspapers.
Before the last election names were improperly
removed from the roll, and the electors received
no notice that their names were to be struck off.

The HoME SECRETARY : A notification is sent
out to every elector.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : He could give specific
instances in his own household where notices
were not sent out.

The HoME SECRETARY : They were sent out.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : The notices should be
served by some authorised person, and proof
of service should be given before a name was
struck off the roll. He thought it was more
difficult to get on the roll now than it was
previously ; the provisions with respect to
change of residence were certainly involved.

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): From the evidence
given by Opposition members who had spoken,
the advertising of lists did not prevent people
being knocked off the roll last year, and yet
those hon. members advocated that the adver-
tising should be continued. 'This clause had
nothing to do with knocking people off the roll—
it did not interfere with the advertising of the
annual revision lists, but dealt with the claims
of persons applying to be enrolled. Tt cost
£1,400 last year to advertise the names of new
electors. He agreed that there should be an
annual revision of the rolls, otherwise they would
become obsolete, and thought that the £1,400
expended on advertising the names of apphcants
for enrolment should be spent in making a
proper annual investigation, with the view of
ascertaining who were qualified to have their
names on the roll and who should have their
names struck off theroll., When the police went
round to inquire whether electors continued to
reside at the addresses given on the rolls, they
should at the same time make it their business to
put on the rollsthe names of all persons qualified
to exercise the franchise.

The HOME SECRETARY : With regard to
the statement of the hon. member for Lockyer
that he knew cases where the names of persons
had been struck off the roll without those persons
being notified, he would point out that this
clause had nothmg to do with the matter. The
Government were not proposing to doaway with
the advertising of the list of those electors who
were ‘“dead, left, or disqualified.” In addition
to advertising that list, every person whose
name appeared upon it was notified from the
office of the electoral registrar that it was intended
o knock his name off the roll if he did not make
good his claim in six weeks or two months, so
that electors received a double notification.

Mr. JENKINSON: The notice is not always
sent.

The HOME SECRETARY : On every occa-
sion.

Mr. JENKINSON : It is not always received.

The HOME SECRETARY : They were
posted to the addresses of the electors. Asto
new names, he did not think there was any hard-
ship in doing away with theadvertising. It was

Hon, 4. G. C. Hawthorn.]
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the simplest thing imaginable now to get on the
roll. A claimant had only to sign his applica-
tion, and get it attested by an elector ; and then
forward it at any time to the electoral office, and
it wounld be considered at the next bi-monthly
court, If any person objected to the application,
then the claimant would be notified of that
objection by the electoral office. So that it
seemed to him there was absolutely nothing to
complain of. If a person received notice that
his name was intended to be struck off, he had
the right of going to the registrar’s office, and on
showing good cause his name would be restored.

Mr. CAMPBELL (Moreton) : Members gene-
rally were well aware that a great many people
were knocked off the rolls without just cause.

In his own electorate he could name
[4 p.m.] 150 such cases of people who had
never moved from their residences or
done anything to justify their removal from the
roll. Then take the case of the Toowong elec-
torate, in which over 800 pames were knocked
off. He understood that it was the duty of the
police to see that names were on the roll, and the
persons who had been instrumental in removing
that number of names from the Toowong roll
must have taken the cue from someone. He did
not think it was a fair thing to the electors that
the present practice should be allowed to prevail,
It was of the utmost importance that everyone
who was entitled to the franchise should have
the opportunity of exercising it, but under pre-
sent conditions that was impossible. How could
anyone claim with justice that 15 per cent. of
the electors of Toowong had become disqualified ?
Why, the thing was monstrous, and there was
absolutely no justification for such wholesale
removals,

The ToME SucreETaky: They get notice of
intention to remove their names.

Mr. CAMPBELL: In many cases, in his
electorate at all events, they did not get notice.
A pretty systematic canvass of the electorate had
been made, and it showed conclusively that
notices were never sent out, or, if sent out, were
never received. If they were sent out they must
have been wrongly addressed, and it should be
the duty of the registrar’s office to find out
whether the addressee had received his notice
before the name was struck off. 1t did not tend
to good government or the general welfare of the
country if the names of electors were struck off
without due cause. So far as the advertising
was concerned, he did not think it did much
good in the towns, but to the country electors it
was a great advantage, because they read the
papers from end to end, and got due notice of
impending trouble. It should be their object
to get the names of as many people as possible
on the roll and to keep themn there until very
good canse for their removal had been shown.
Some person should be specially appointed for
that duty, and should be held personally respon-
sible for it.

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Wuarwick): It was a
matter of the first importance to give every pub-
licity to the applications of persons to get on the
electoral roll. He knew of several persons who
had applied, not once but twice and thrice, to
get on the roll, and the names had still been
omitted. Every consideration should be given
to such an important matter, and local adver-
tisements should be inserted drawing attention
to the fact that such and such advertisements
appeared on a certain day. That would have
great weight, because it would draw the par-
ticular attention of persons to the information
they so much desired.

Mr. KEOGH (Rosewood) was pleased to
hear the Home Secretary say that everyone

[Hon. 4. G. U. Hawthorn.
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whose name it was proposed to strike off
received a notice, but, at the same time, he was
thoroughly conversant with many instances in
which no notice had been received by the parties.
The Chairman would be acquainted with the
name of one of his own supporters, Mr, Donald
Macpherson, who had been on the Ipswich roll
for twenty years, and whose name had been
struck off, whether designedly or not he did not
know. It was no credit to anyone that persons
whose names had been on the roll for years, and
who were not disqualified, should be omitted
unknown to themselves, He knew that the
police had done their duty in connection with
the matter of collecting names, and, though it was
really not part of their work, it was authorised
by Executive minute, For that he gave the late
Home Secretary, Mr. Airey, every credit. He
was also aware of the fact that there were
instances in which persons did not care about
baving their names placed on the roll, more par-
ticularly the ladie® 1In fact, he did not know of
any instance in which men had declined to have
their names put on the roll. He contended that
it wenld be advisable to spend money freely in
sending out officers to see that the names of
every man and woman entitled to vote were put
on the roll.

Mr, CoyNE : What pariies do you suggest ?

Mr. KEOGH : He suggested the police, and
they should get extra pay for it. They should
not be asked to undertake such a thankless job
for nothing, as they had got quite suflicient duty
to perform already. If it was intended to con-
tinue the old system of sending out notices tc
persons under the heading of ““dead, left, or
disqualitied,” he hoped they would be sent iu
such a way that they would be received. He
should be very pleased to see the name of each
and every individual in the community on the
electoral roll. It mattered not to him whether
they opposed or supported him, because he was
thoroughly well satisfied that there was no
earthly use in anyone coming against him.

Hox. E. B. FORREST (Brisbane North): The
Committee was certainly entitled to some ex-
planation as to why the police were taken off the
duty of putting people on the roll. Speaking for
the metropolitan area, unless the police had
taken the matter in hand the roll wonld not have
been half as big as it is, and, in his opinion, they
could do the worlk better than anybody else.
(Hear, hear!) In the metropolitan area 7,000
names altogether had been taken off the roll. It
was nonsense to say they were all on one side,
because the examination at the last election
showed that it applied evenly to both sides.
He was not complaining about any particular
section being taken off the roll; but how those
7,000 got off the roll in an unknown way wanted
explaining.

The Hoxe SECRETARY : What about the 9,006
who were taken off in an unknown way?

How. E. B. FORREST : It was because the
applications were not sent in in time. The names
had to wait until a revision court came on twc
months sfter, He was perfectly satisfied that
that was so.

Mr. W. H, BARNES : There are always a num-
ber off at any time.

Hox. E. B, FORREST : As far as the metro-
politan area was concerned, the policemen were
getting an immense number on the roll, and they
should be put on again. (Hear, hear!) No one
wanted them to work for nothing. As far as
advertising was concerned, there was more in it
than some paople would admit. He had been
informed that the advertising in 1907 cost
£92,000. That was just half of what it cost the
year before, when it was £4,247, and possibly a
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still further saving could be made. Let them
have the information so that people could see
whether they were on the roll or not; it was
nioney well spent. But, above all things, this
system of knocking people off the roll and
saying nothing about it was a verv objectionable
one. They had been told by the Minister that
they all got notice.

The HoaE SECRETARY : They are still adver-
tised and will continue to be advertised once a
year.

Hox. E. B. FORREST : They must bear in
mind that our roll got altered not once but a
dozen times a year.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: No, no !

Hox. E. B, FORREST : There were instances
of people in Brisbane shifting from one side of
the street to the other being knocked off the
roll.

The HomE SECRETARY : They can only get off
the roll once a year.

Hox. E. B. FORREST : The Minister said
the people got notices, but if they were issued
they did not reach the people themselves.
Something drastic should be dooe to let people
know when they were knocked off the roll, and
to enable them to get on again. If this small
expenditure of £2,000 a year was doing the good
which he thought it was, it should not be dis-
continued.

Mr. COYNE (Warrego) was delighted to
know that the direct Opposition was falling into
line with his party in the direction of wishing to
see everybody on the roll. (Laughter.)

Mr. PaceT: We always wished that,

Mr., COYNE: It was only quite recently.
Duaring the Philp réyime in QQueensland it was
notorious that they did everything in their power
to keep a certain section of the people off the
roll, and the greatest evidence of their desire to
get people on the roll was the baby vote.

Mr. Witk : Give the facts to prove what you
say.

Mr. COYNE: He would give one fact out of
a great number. He went into a court on behalf
of eighty-four men who were objected to at the
annual revision court during the régime of the
Philp Government. He went into the box and
swore that they still held their qualifications,
but he could only save two out of the eighty-
four. The acting sergeant of police—the acting
registrar—was barracking against him, and
acting, as it were, as the advocate for the Iilec-
toral Reforin League, which was the organ of
the Philp Government, and succeeded, by a
picked bench, in depriving these eighty-two men
of the vote to which they were entitled.

Mr. Hasmirton : Has he been promoted since ?

Mr. COYNE: He had been promoted since
for that reason. That was not au isolated case,
butit had been done throughout Queensland. He
was in favour of doing away with the advertising
of bi-monthly courts, as he thought it had done
very little good, and had been a sop to country
papers. Very few saw those papers outside the
towns they were published in, and it would be a
waste of money to continue it. But he was in
favourofretaining the publication of the names for
the annual revision court, and there was ample
notice given of the annual revision courts. The
notice appeared in the first week in September,
and the people had until the first Tuesday in
November, which gave them every opportunity
to rectify any error with regard to their names
being included in the “‘left, desd, or disquali-
fied” list. There were other matters which had
cropped up which were not connected with this
amendment, and he would reserve his remarks
on them till the proper time.
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Mr. W. H. BARNES (Bulimba): The hon,
gentleman who had just resumed his seat would
probably not have said what ke had done if he
had been in the House before.

Mr. CoyNE: Do you assume that I read
nothing ?

Mr. W. H. BARNES: He did not assume
anything of the kind, but the fact that the hon,
member read did not show that he had brains.
Members on this side had always been advocates
of giving every man a vote.

Lasour MEVBEERS: No, no!

Mr. Coy¥E: You are too innocent for that,

Mr. W, H. BARNES: It was a remarkable
thing that hon, members sitting in that corner
should be doing something which would pro-
bably block a number of people from getting
their votes. It had been stated that the list
would be quite sufficient, but how was that
going to appeal to the man who was indifferent,
and probably he was represented in both sides of
politics.  He thought democracy should give
every one the opportunity of knowing whether
theiv names were on the roll. The principle
seemed to be to do something in the dark, and
make people find out in some other way than
that to which they had been accustomed. He
was inclined to think that the proposition was
not endorsed at one time by the hon. gentleman
now in charge of the Bill ; but now, apparently,.
the Gloverninent wanted to get at some netro-
politan paper.

The HoMk SECRETARY : Oh, no!

Mr. W. H. BARNES: Personally, he had not
one shilling’s worth of interest in any paper. It
was an extraordinary thing that the hon. mem-
bers in the corner, who were supposed to safe-
guard the interests of the people, should wish to
prevent publicity. He did not think that the
striking off of names had been intentional, and
he believed that all sides had suffered through
the names of supporters being struck off. One
strapping fellow at one of his meetings in
Bulimba said to him, ‘‘You struck me off the
roll” ; and on that very day a well-known city
man said to him, “Look here, my wife and my-
self are off the roll.” The Government were
going to take a retrograde step in the interests of
so-called economy. It seemed to him that the
step was being taken in the interests of political
agents. The Home Secretary was sitting there
very complacently, though the hon. gentleman
at one time advocated the advertising of names.

Mr. Coy~NE: He is advancing with the times.

Mr. W. H, BARNES: Some persons thought
he was going back. He was inclined to think it
was the outcome of the squeezing of a certain
section of that Parliament. (Laughter.)

The HoME SECRETARY : That is not original.

Mr. W. H. BARNES: Nobody would ever
accuse the hon. gentleman of being original.
He took it that it was the desire of all parties to
see that every individual in the community got
his name on the roll, and as easily as possible.
A man might shift from one side ot the street to
the other, and the police, finding that he had
left, might make no inquiries as to where he had
gone, with the result that the man would find
himself disfranchised. That was not the prin-
ciple of true democracy. He thought the sug-
gestion of the hon. member for Moreton was an
excellent one, and that they should try to find
out whose fault it was that names had been
struck off the rolls, and seek to prevent a recur-
rence of such a thing, He protested strongly
against the attitude of the Governmert in practi-
cally going in for secret business in contiection
with the enrolment of electors in the interests of

Mr. W. H. Barnes.]
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so-called economy. It seemed to him that it
was because they wanted to get at some papers
which in the past bad heen too truthful in their
statements regarding Ministers. (Government
and Labour langhter.)

Mr. LENNON (Herbert): He was astonished
at the amount of misconception with regard to
the intentions of the Governinent in introducing
the clause. The object was to save expense in
advertising new names. Some hon. members
seemed to think that it was not at all deinocratic
to do away with the advertising of those names;
but the mere object of advertising new names
had not been to facilitate putting the names on
the rolls. The object had been to give psople
an opportunity of objecting to those names
going on the rolls. The Government proposed
to do away with what was nothing but an un-
necessary expense. They were all agreed that
every person in the community was entitled (o
have a vote ; and, according to some hon. mem-
bers, the best machinery by which that could be
done was per medinn of the police. Of conrse,
the police should be paid for doing the work ;
and, seeing that the Government proposed to
save some £1,400 by doing away with this
unnecessary advertising, some of that money
might be devoted to paying the police for the
extra work . performed by them, whilst the
balance might be used in providing for additional
polling-places, which would be necessary under
the new system of grouping small polling-places.
The postal vote was doomed, and some of the
money saved by abolishing the advertising of
new names might with appropriateness be
applied to the establishment of new polling-
places.

The Houe SECRETARY : I do not think this
Government has ever objected to the establish-
of polling-places wherever they were asked.

Mr, LENNON : He had a great deal of work
to geb the late Home Secretary, Mr, Denham, to
establish new polling-places in his electorate.
He bad a big fight, and it cost him a considerable
sum In telegrams to zet it done.

The HoME SECRETARY : I said this Govern-
ment had never objected.

Mr. LENNON : This Government would be
incapable of anything so undemocratic as that
but the past Government was very much given
to that sort of thing, and fought very hard against
the establishment of new polling-places. He
hoped the Committee would pass the clause as
proposed by the Government,

Mr. BOWMAN (Fortitude Valley) : The hon.
member for Bulimba seemed to think that mem-
bers sitting in the Opposition corner were un-
democratic because they disagreed with the
necessity for advertising the names on the bi-
monthly lists, That did not make them undemo-
cratic. e believed that every member of the
Liabour party, as well as most members of the
Committee, was desirous of getting as complete
rolls as possible. e thought all parties bad
some grounds for complaint respecting the num-
ber of names knocked off at the last annual
revision court.

The HoME SEcRETARY : T do not think there
was any partisanship shown,

Mr. BOWMAN thought a good deal of work
had been done in a carelessmanner. Inmany cases
the names of members of families were struck off,
whilst other members of the same families were
left on. That applied particularly in the large
centres of population. What they were desirous
of was to devise the best method of ensuring

complete rolls. The police were
{4.30 p.m.] the best agency for getting a com-
plete roll.  (Hear, hear!) That
was fully demonstrated to them when the Federal
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roll was first compiled. Then, later on, they had
a similar example shown by Mr. Airey when he
was Home Secretary, or by the Government of
which he was a member, who gave instructions
to the police to collect names in the same way.

An HoxoUrABLE MEMBER: Under the new
Act.

Mr. BOWMAN : He believed it was under
the new Act. So long as hon. members were
assured that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to use the Police Force for that specific
purpose, and that every man and woman who
were eligible should be placed on the roll, then
the ditficulty that had been raised by members
of the Opposition respecting the non-advertising
of names passed at the bi-monthly courts would
be allayed.

The HoMe Secreraky: I do not think that
would satisfy them.

Mr. BOWMAXN : It would satisfy the major-
ity of members of the House, who were desirous
of getting as many names as possible on the roll.
As the hon. member for Herbert pointed out,
the advertising of names only notified those
people whio had taken the trouble to put their
names on the roll, or had had them registered
through some agency. The most complete agency
for this purpose was certainly the Police Force,
but they bad manifold duties to perform, and it
was unfair that they should also have to under-
take their ordinary police work as well as this
specific electoral work which it was hoped would
devolve upon them. The Home Secretary should
detail members of the Police Force for this work
in every district, and their instructions should
be to get every man and woman’s name on the
roll so that everyone would have an equal
chance at the poll. (Hear, hear!) The hon,
member for Bulimba said that the police in
going round might find that an elector had
moved from one side of the street to the other,
and he would accordingly strike his name off the
roll. The Act made that provision that when
an elector changed his place of residence, unless
he notified the clectoral registrar, his name would
be struck off the roll. When a notification was
sent out to an elector, surely the least he could do
would be to send a notice to the registrar
notifying him of his change of residence, and the
whole thing would be fixed up. It would only
cost him a penny stamp.

Mr. ArMSTRONG : The notice is too short.

Mr. BOWMAN : If the notice was too short,
they might extend the time. What he desired—
and what every member desired—was to give
the fullest facilities to people to get on the roll,
and then keep them on when they are there. At
the last general election they found that 1,300
names had been struck off the roll in Fortitude
Valley alone, On making a canvass of the
electors they found that there had been struck
off the roll the names of electors who had been
residing there for the past twenty years, That
was unfair to the men and women who wished to
exercise their votes on election day. It was not
merely the case with the party he was identified
with, as all parties seemed to have been treated
the same, and complaints were general. His
old opponent, Mr. McMaster, complained to
him about the number of names that had been
struck off. The desire of members of the Com-
mittee was that the police should make periodi-
cal visits through a district—the department
could specify how many times they should go—
and they should be responsible for getting all
the names on the roll. That would give general
satisfaction to members, and also to the electors
of Queensland.

Hox. D. F. DENHAM : Tt would be generally
conceded that there was a general desire to have
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a full and unbiassed roll. (Hear, hear!) So far
as the police doing the work was concerned, he
did not accuse them of negligence; but they
were not capable of doing it thoroughly because
of the shortness of time in which they had to
complete their work. They would come into a
district, knock at the door of the house to ascer-
tain who lived there, and they would be told that
Mr., So-and-So was away. He might be at
Bundaberg for a trip, or he might have just gone
into the city or to the seaside. The police did not
stop to investigate the matter ; but becanse the
man had left the locality his name would be
struck off the roll. The police were flrst dele-
gated by the Government to attend to these
duties immediately after the women were given
the franchise, and since then they had been doing
the work. If the Electoral Registrar had the
authority to negotiate with men in each district
to keep up the rolls, it would be the simplest way
to do it.

Mr. CoyNE : That would be a bad way, because
the man appointel to do the work would be
biassed one way or the other, and it would never
be satisfactory.

Hox. D. ¥, DENHAM : The electoral regis-
trars were not biassed in any way.

Mr. Coy~eE: No, but the agents they ap-
pointed would be.

Hox. D. F. DENHAM : He intended that
the men appointed should be officers of the
depavtment. He would be agreeable to the
police doing the work, if their numbers were
added to. The Commissioner for Police had
been pressing for more men, and he was given
an additional seventy. But with the increasing
demands for police protection their dutiss were
multiplied, and it was impossible for them to go
through a district and see that all the names
were on the roll. If something were done like
the census they might arrive at a satisfactory
result. The suggestion of the hon. member for
Mackay, Mr. Paget, fur a Committee to invasti-
gate the whole question was a good one. In his
electorate he knew of instances where the wives
and daughters were left on, but the father was
struck off. That was because he happened to be
away at the time the inquiry was made by the
police, He hoped the Home Secretary would
give an assurance that an augmented Police Force
would undertake the work.

Mr. SUMNER (Nundah) agreed that all
parties desired to have a complete roll, but it
was rather strange to him to hear members of the
Opposition advocating it to-day.

Mr, JExkixsoy : Why?

Mr SUMNER: Many hon. members remem-
bered the days gone by. (Hear, hear!) He
remembered going round the electorate of
Nundah seven or eight years ago to get names
on the roll. On one ecanvass he got 100 names
ontharoll. He was not canvassing forhimself, but
for the previous member for Nundah ; and, as a
justice of the peace, he was endeavouring to get
names on the roll, Hverywhere he went he was
followed by a policeman, to see if he did any-
thing wrong, and if he had made the slightest
slip he would have been put in gaol. When
they got a fresh Grovernment the police were
ured to pub the names on the roll—quite a
change to what it was formerly, There was
no douabt they had a better condition of affairs
than existed a few years ago. In those days
the least mistake would disqualify an elector
who had gone to the trouble to hunt up a
justice of the peace to get his name on the roll,
and the electoral revision court used the very
flimsiest reasons for rejecting voters that were
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not of the right colour. In one case telegrams
were sent from one electoral registrar to another
that if Sumner had witnessed a certain claim
they were to put him in gaol. They wanted to
find out whether Snmner was doing something
illegal or not. It turned out that he was not,
but for months and rionths he was followed
ahout by the police. e was asked if it was
right for a justice of the peace to go round
putting names on the roll. He replied that it
was, and that if the Government was a good
Government they would do the work he was
then doing. But although the conditions were
better now than they ever were since he had
been in Queensland, they were not perfect. In
one case that had been mentioned the man was
an opponent of his, but he had a right to have
his name on the roll; he had been a voter ever
since the colony was established, and yet at the
last election he was deprived of his right to vote,
for no resson that he knew of, There onght to
be some hetter system introduced by which such
cases would be impossible. One reasen why
men and women were not enrolled was because
of the existence of two rells—the Common-
wealth and the State, and he hoped the day
was not far distant when they would have the
same roll for the State that they had for the
Commonwealth. In his own electorate were
numbers of men whose names were on the Com-
monwealth roll but not on the State roll, As
long as they had two rolls there would always
be that difficulty. That could be altered by
stopping the freehold qualificaticn enabling a
man to say in which electoratc he would exercise
his vote. If that was abolished there would be
no difficulty in making the rolls alike—the satne
rollforthe Commonwealth as for the State. Asto
the clause itself, the money could be much better
spent than in advertising. Some of it might be
given to the police for the extra duties they had
to perform in going round getting the names,
He believed the police did good work in that
connection, notwithstanding what had been said.
Another thing he might mention: In his elec-
torate were many people whose homes were
there, but who had to work part of the year
elsewhere, and on returning from the sugar
districts, where they had been at work four or
five months, they found that their names had
been removed from the roll, Instructionsshould
be given to the police and the electoral registrars
to make fuller inquiries before striking any nawne
off the voll. He hoped the clause would be
carried.

Mr. WHITE (3 usgrave) regretted that the
element of bitterness had been introduced into
the debate by the hon. member for Nundah, espe-
cially after the very moderate speech of the
leader of the Labour party, who showed that he
fully appreciated the position, He was surprised
that more notice had not been taken of the sug-
gestion of the senior member for Mackay. He
himself had suffered severely at the hands of the
Government. At the election before last, when
he was defeated, the Kidston Government did
everything they could to thwart him. They
actually did away with a polling-booth, because
at a previovs election he got a majority of the
votes there., Many people had bieen knocked off
the roll in his electorate, some of whom had
resided there for the last fourteen years, and in
one ease a man, who had moved from one division
into another, found his name oa neither roll,
This was purely a mistake on the part of the
electoral registrar. The matter of putting names
on the roll and knocking names off the roll had
nothing to do with the Government for the time
being, and it was unfair for hon. members to get
up and make accusations which, in many cases,
were without any foundation,

Mr. White!]
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Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory): This new-born
zeal on the part of the Opposition to see that
every one who was entitled to vote should have
an opportunity of recording his vote caine as a
surprise to him. Not many years ago, when
those members occupied seats on the other side
of the House, members of the Labour party had
to complain from time to time of the difficulty
people had in getting on the roll, and of keeping
their names on the roll after they had been en-
rolled, On one occasion the leader of that party
moved the adjournment of the House to call
attention to the cancellation of a polling-booth
in a certain electorate which would have had the
effect of disfranchising a number of electors,
Year in and year out the Labour party had
complained about the difficulty men had in
getting on the roll, and had advocated a simplifi-
cation of the system. From his own experience
in the Western districts, he knew that men had
their names knocked off the roll constantly.

Mr. LesiNa : They were ¢‘ dead.”

Mr. HAMILTON : He had himself received
a notice the other day that he was *“ dead ” or
had ““left the district,” and when he lived in the
Western distriet he had to keep sending word to
the electoral registrar three or four times a year
to tell him that he was not *“ dead,” or his name
would have been struck off the roll. He knew
of cases in which men who had lived in a district
for years went to justices of the peace and
asked them to witness their claims, but the
justices of the peace would not witness them.
The justices of the peace were all of a certain
brand of politics in those days. He was very
glad to see that it was now the desire of all
members on both sides of the House to make
some attempt to see that everybody entitled to
the franchise was placed on the electoral roll
and kept on theroll. The best possible machinery
for collecting the electoral rolls was the police,
but in many country districts the police were
undermanned. In some places a policeman held
as many as twenty different offices, and in
such cases it would be difficult to get this
work done by the police. The Government
could, however, assist people in their efforts
to ascertain whether their names were on the
roll by having a copy of the electoral roll for
the district, together with all supplementary
rolls, hung up at every post office and at other
public places in the district. Nearly every one
in a country district went to the post office, but
very few ever went near the courthouse. Ie
did not think the advertising of the names of
persons applying to be enrolled did much good.
The advertising was only done in order to give
people an opportunity of objecting to applica-
tions where 1t was considered the applicants
were not qualified, but now that we bad adult
franchise that was unnecessary. It was quite
sufficient to advertise the names of persons
whom it was proposed to strike off the roll. The
persons concerned should also receive notice that
their claims were challenged, but many people
in country districts received no such notification,
and when an election took place they found that
their names were struck off the roll, and then it
wahs too late to get their names replaced on the
roll.

The PREMIER : Every hon. member knew
that there was something defective in our system
of collecting names for the electoral roll. He did
not suppose there was a member of the House
who did not find out on polling-day at the last
election that hundreds of people in his district
were off the roll. It did not matter whose fault
it was—that was the fact. Every hon. member
knew that some better system than the present
system should be adopted, so that practically
everybody’s name should be on the roll.
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Mr. Lesiza : Have you got that matter under
consideration ?

The PREMIER : Yes, they had got it under
consideration. (Laughter.) Asa matter of fact
they thought that a much larger use might be
made of the police in this matter, just as was
done in the collection of the first Federal roll.
The Government had been working up to that,
but circumstances over which they had no control
bhad prevented the thing being framed properly.
He was doubtful whether the money they spent
under the provision they were proposing to repeal
was justifiable expenditure; he was doubtful
whether they got value for that money. After
they had spent all that money, hundreds of
people were still off the roll. There was a large
number of respects in which it was desirable to
overhaul the electoral law, and he hoped that
next session the Government might have a Bill
to revise the whole electoral law, snd amend it
in a large number of particulars.

Hon. R. PramLe: Then withdraw this Bill.

The PREMIER : The purpose of the present
Bill, as practically of all the other Bills they had
to introduce this session, was simply to put back
the business where it was last year when they
were dismissed.

Hon. R. PriLp: When you resigned.

The PREMIER : Well, when they resigned.
It was more respectful to the Governor to say
““when they resigned.” Hon, members would
understand that Parliament had already declared
what was desirable in regard to those several

Bills. Perhaps they might not be doing every-
thing that was desirable, but it was
[3 p.m.] desirable to pass the Bills substan-

tiaily as they were. If the House
omitted this clause, and put in another, well and
good ; but he thought it would be better if hon.
members, having already debated those Bills as
they were now presented, passed the proposed
alterations, recognising that next session they
would probabiy have to amend the law in a great
many other particulars to bring it up to date,
and in accordance with altered political condi-
tions, Ie only rose to suggest that, having
discassed the matter pro and con twice over,
they might let it go. They could say nothing
new about it, and there was no need to discuss 1t
over and over again. He had no desire, as he
had no power, to limit discussion, but as a matter
of practical business it was better to put the
Bills through as they put them through a few
months ago.

Hon. R. PaiLp: Why?

Mr, WHITE: We might have grown wiser.

The PREMIER : Well, they might.

Mr. W. H. BARNES : There are gqnite a number
of new members here.

Mr. JENKINSON : They might benefit by the
discussion.

The PREMIER : At any rate, if the Com-
mittee wanted to alter the Bill, let them alter it
and have done with it. It was a mistake to go
on with an interminable discussion. He sub-
mitted that it would be sensible and business-
like, the House having already discussed the
matter twice, to recognise that the minds of hon.
members were made up pretty well, and it
would be far better to take a division and settle
the question one way or another.

Mr. LESINA : If they had any other but the
present system of government, it might be
possible to permit a matter like that to go with-
out further discussion; but the Premier had
promised that afternoon, as well as making a
promise to the Labour party under other circum-
stances, that next year he would bring forward a.
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ecomprehensive codifying electoral law, and the
object of the present discussion was this: Mem-
bers having no voice in the framing of legislation
under the present Cabinet system of govermnent
the only possible hope of getting their idea
embodied in a measure was to have a full dis'
cussion now, and in the light of that discussion
the Premier and his colleagues might be able to
adopt some of their suggestions.

The PREMIER : Is any member of the House
ignorant of your ideas?

Mr. LESINA : Nearly all the members who
had spoken had made some suggestions which
might be taken into consideration when the
Bill was being framed. There were new mem-
bers who might have come there with fresh
ideas. They were not stale by long association
with Parliament; thsy came fresh from their
constituencies, and they might be bubbling over
with information on the matter. It was their
business to give information which might lead to
a better system of registration, Was 1t possible
to get a better system? If it was admitted
that it was impossible, then let them send this
incomplete and fragmentary measure to the
Upper House, and ask them to pass it; but
if it was possible that seventy-two men could
devise a better system of registration—an easier
way of getting names on the roll—then they
should consider the matter, and do something in
that direction. To say that five or six men
constituting the Cabinet, having no more rights
or privileges than other members, should sit
down and draft a Bill, and then say, *° You must
pass this without deleting a ‘comma,’ or dotting
an ‘I, or crossing out the stroke of a ‘t,”” was
an absurdity, and was to permit them to ride
roughshod over the Assembly. Next Thursday
afternoon they would have a discussion in regard
to elective Ministries, and he justified a discus-
sion of the present kind because it was the only
chance they had of shaping legislation. The
discussion would not bear frait for many weary
months—not until the Hoine Secretary instructed
the Parliamentary Draftsman to prepare a mea-
sure of a certain kind—but when that time
arrived he might, if he made a careful study
of Hansard, be able to include some of those
points which had been referred to by hon. mem-
bers that afternoon. However, he was very
pleased that the Premier had dragged the dis-
cussion back on to the right lines, and that
was whether they intended to adopt clause 2,
repealing section 34 of the consolidated Acts.
‘Was there any use in publishing those names ?
The Government said not, and others ¢aid there
was. He did not know that any party had
arrived at a definite conclusion, There was
something to be said both for and against the
system. On the score of economy—and that
wasg the principal argument that had been used —
£1,400 would be saved by not advertising the
bi-monthly lists. Under the present system
objections were invited, and if there were no
objections the names were placed on the roll.
The ordinary man in a scattered district like his
never saw the lists unless they were published in
a local paper. There were in such districts little
groups settled in mining gullies, along creeks,
and in patchy country, all separated from one
another by 25, 30, or 40 miles, and those men
seldom came into town.

The PREMIER: Not two men in a hundred see
the advertisenients.

Mr. LESTNA : Still there were some active
men connected with the organisation in his dis-
trict who saw the lists, and who made it their
business to see that one man among them came
into town to look after electoral business. They
examined the lists, and saw rhat certain men
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were struck off for the various disqualifications
laid down in the Act, and they knew the where-
abouts of the different people. Now it was pro-
posed to publish the names once a year, before
the annual revision court. This list was adver-
tised for the purpose of making known the objec-
tions, and it enabled residents, who knew that
a man had not left the district, to go to the court
and notify the authorities of the fact. At Cler-
mont they generally sent a man in to the court
on behalf of the Labour organisation. If he was
a working miner, another man was put on the
shift in his place, at, say, 10s. a day. Thean
came into town to look after the list of names,
and it was kept up to date. He supposed that
was the practice in other districts ; they had to
do that in order to hold the seat. Iftheywanted
a seat for Labour, they had to hold it, as there
were various influences at work for removing
men from the list, and the organisation had to
prevent men from being removed from the roll
when they had no right to be. They had con-
stantly to see that the list was rectified, and by
that means the party was solid. There had
been some time wasted in twitting the Opposi-
tion thatin years gone by they had used their
influence to keep mcn opposed to them off the
roll. That was a matter of indifference to him—
‘“let the dead past bury its dead.” If they found
these same men anxious to put men on the roll,
they should welcome their conversion.

Mr. RyraxnD : Is it a genuine conversion ?

Mr. LESINA : That was a matter that only
their subsequent actions would show, but it was
an unprofitable occupation to twit men with the
fact that they had changed their opinion. He
would not twit a man who was an inebriate and
became a member of a Rechabite lodge, on the
fact that he used to drink whisky. (Laughter.)
Ii the conversion of the Opposition continued,
and in future they would help to put men and
women on the roll, there would be no room to
quarrel with them. What they had to do now,
in the limits of this fragmentary measure, was to
discuss whether it was advisable to advertise
bi-monthly lists any longer, and whether to keep
the postal vote. They needed to adopt some
better system, and he was pleased the Premier
had promised to introduce an Electoral Bill. He
hoped the promise would be kept, and not
broken as so many past promises had been, not
only by the hon. gentleman, but by other Go-
vernments. Most Governments lived on pro-
mises, which were made lavishly at election
times. What they wanted was to make them
keep the promises they made, and the Govern-
ment had promised to introduce an up-to-
date consolidated Electoral Bill next session.
Whether that{session would take place in July
or next year, they were not in a posxtmn to say.
The Bill would include all the good points in the
electoral systems of the Australian States,

Mr. JENKINSON : Do you believe that ?

Mr. LESINA: He was compelled to believe
it; he could not possibly conceive that the
Premier would lie about it. (Laughter.) He
had made that statement this afternoon, and the
quid pro quo for that promise was that they
should pass this little measure, including the
knocking out of the advertisement every two
months, He did not care whether they did it
or not, ths £1,400 they proposed to save was
only a fleabite. fle quite believed it was worth
saving, but when he saw the Government save
£1,400 with this hand, and throw away £3,000
with that, be began to doubt their smcerlty in
the matter of economy. What he was more
concerned abont was, Did it help a man to get
on the roll and keep there? If it did he was
prepared to keep it there, but there was a

Mr. Lesina.}
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ditference of opinion. Some hon. members said
it did, and others that it did not, and how were
they to determine the matter?

The PrEMIER : Divide,

Mr, LESINA: That would settle the matter
one way, but it did not settle the question of
right and wrong ; it simply meant that heads
connted,

The PreEMIER : It is the only way we have in
this Chamber.

Mr. Haxarron : Suggest a better,

Mr. LESINA : He could not suggest a better.
{Laughter.) He was not there to make sugges-
tions, They paid a Government to make sugges-
tions and carry them out, and, if they could not
get a better systein than the present one, he
could not supply themm with suggestions. In
conclusion, the hon., member for Herbert, in
speaking about the way thelate Home Secretary
treated him in the matter of a pnlling-booth,
at the same time admitted thab this Government
could not possibly do such a thing. When he
(Mr. Lesina) was fighting Mr. Risien, who was
the Kidston candidate at the election before last
for Clermont, he could not get certain polling-
booths in his district. At one place, called
Expedition Dam, which was over 25 miles from

town, there were a number of old miners, one of

whom was seventy-eight years of age, and he had
to walk 25 miles into town to give his vote.

Mr, LENNOK : That does not exonerate the late
Government.

Mr. LESINA : It only proved that both Go-
vernments were guilty, This Governnient was
just as capable of deing that as of doing other
things, and they would do them unless the
Labour party kept their eyes glued upon them.
{Laughter.) Unless they kept them in leading
strings, and led them straight down the narrow
path of political rectitude, they would wander
away, and do these things. (Laughter.) Here
was a case in point: What the late Home Secre-
tary attemipted to do in the Herbert the pre-
sent Home Secretary did in the case of Expedi-
tion Dam and other places in the Clermont dis-
trict. He (Mr. Lesina) had received a notice
a couple of days ago notifying him that he had
been struck off the roll for the Oxley division, e
had never shifted fromm Oxley, where he had
lived for eight or nine years, but his wife and
himself had been struck off the roll hecause
they had shifted from one side of the street to
the other.

An HoxourasBLE MEMBER : Was this in con-
nection with the State roll?

Mr. LESINA: He was speaking of the
Federal Government.

An HoNoURABLE MENBER : Did you notify
them that you had shifted?

Mr. LESINA : No; it was their business to
send the police to find out. If a member of
Parliament, who was pretty well known in
Queensland in the district where he lived, was
knocked off, it was obvious that Tom Jones or
Bill Smith had a remote chance of keeping cn
the roll. Both in Federal and State matters it
was very much easier to get struck off the roll
than, having once got on the roll, to stay there.
‘What Ministers should do was to devise between
now and next session some effective systein for
putting people’s names on the rolls and keeping
them there, and that system should be passed
into law as soon as possible after the next session
began. If they did that, he wonld be very
pleased to bestow upon the Government his
democratic blessing.

Hox. R. PHILP: The Premiermust remember
that this was a new Parliament, which was in no
way bound by what the last Parliament had
done. The new Parliament could decide every
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question for itself, without regard to what was
done by its predecessor. Nobody had shown
that the present law had not worked satisfactorily,
Two or three years ago the present Home Secre-
tary approved of the advertising as necessary.

The HoME SECRETARY : It is unnecessary and
expensive.

Hox. R. PHILP: Seeing that the hon. gentle-
man had changed his opinion, he had better
wait until the new and comprehensive Elections
Bill was introduced, as he 1might have changed
his mind again, and believe in the retention of
the advertising. In 1904 and 1905 the reason
advanced for doing away with the advertising
was that it was necessary to save money, but
that reason did not hold good now, as they had
plenty of money. They should do nothing that
would stop even one man getting on the roll.
There were very few people likely to goto a
courthouse to see if their natnes were on the list.
He had known a man who had collected appli-
cations who put them into a drawer and forgnt
all about them, and a man had no guarantee, if
the names were not advertised, that they ever
reached the registrar at all. He was astonished
at the attitude talten up by hon. members who
called themselves democrats. Some years ago
they were the strongest advocates of advertising.
The hon. member for Gympie on one cceasion
got into a rage because names were not to be
advertised.

Mr. Ryraxp: That was the ‘“Dead, Left,
and Disqualified ” list.

Hox. R. PHILP : What was the reason for
the change? Had some secret promise been
made by the Government that they would intro-
duce a certain law? The money spent in ad-
vertising had been well spent. If the names
were not advertised, they would have hole-and-
corner rolls. The police were the proper people
to attend to the work of getting names on the
rolls, The hon. member for Warrego was ex-
cited about the late Government trying to get
people’s names off the rolls.

Mr, CoyNE : I was quite cool.

Hox. R. PHILP: As a matter of fact, the
old bad rolls contained the names of inore men
than the rolls compiled in 1905, until the Go-
vernment of the day sent out the police to col-
lect names and make the rolls a little more re-
spectable.

The HOME SECRETARY : Under the old system
men could get on for so many qualifications.

Hon, R. PHILP: That made very little dif-
ference. Surely no hon. member wished to see
people on the rolls who were not qualified ; but
he objected to anybody being off the roll who
possessed the necessary qualification. Thathap-
pened in many cases at the last elections. He
hoped the police would be employed in getting
every man and woman on the roll who was
entitled to a vote, and that they would be paid
for their work. He also hoped that the adver-
tising would be continued in the meantime, and
when this up-to-date Bill was introduced they
could consider the guestion again, as the Home
Secretary might have changed his opinion again
by then.

Mr. GRANT (Rockhampton) : It was remark-
able to notice how frequently the leader of the
Opposition and the hon. member for Clermont
agreed of late in slating the Government. So
far, no hon. member had shown that the adver-
tising had led to any increase of the number of
names on the rolls. In Rockhampton, where
the papers had a fairly wide circulation, before
the last election there were nearly 2,000 names
off the roll. In three nights he and two other
gentlemen collected 593 names, but, despite all
their efforts, those people were not eligible to
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vote at the election. In a small electorate like
Rockhampton it was just as effective to exhibit
the names at the courthouse; while in country
electorates nearly everybody went to the court-
house or the post office. All country residents
did not get the papers.

Mr. Pager : Nearly all of them do.

Mr, GRANT : They might get the Sydney
Bulletin, where the names were not adveriised.
The advertising was merely a sop to the big
town newspapers. The money could be much
better spent by putting on more police to collect

the names, and it could bedone much

[5.30 p.m.] more effectively in that way than by

advertising, ¥rom inquiries which

he had made, he found that a number of electors

had been left off the roll because they knew

their names were on the Federal roll, and when

the police came round to collect the names they

said that their names were already on the roll
and did not bother to put them on.

Mr. Pager: The constable should have taken
a roll with him.

Mr. GRANT : It was better to put more
policemen on than to subsidise newspapers which
were well enough off for advertisements now.

Mr. J. M. HUNTER (Maranoa): In the last
Parliament he advocated the retention of this
clause, and he had heard 1o reasou since to justify
him in changing his opinion. He recognised
that it was the desire of every member that
every person entitled to a vote should receive a
vote, bubt he had not heard any sound reason
advanced to show that the advertising should be
continued. If the advertising of names was
good, then they did not do one quarter enough
of it. In the country towns they found two or
three papers circulating, but according to the
law these names could only be advertised in one
paper, and everyone did not get that one paper.

Mr. PacET: They tell each other that they
see the names.

Mr, J. M., HUNTER : Only those who re-
ceived the paper knew auything about what was
going on in connection with the advertising of
names.  If it was an advantage to advertise
they should advertise in every paper. They
should either do away with the advertising
altogether or else increase it. Was the money
worth spending in advertisements ¢

The HoME SECRETARY : No.

Mr., J. M. HUNTER : He held it was not
worth it. When a person applied to have his
name put on the roll, and complied with all the
conditions laid down, it was taken for granted
that his name would be put on the roll. It was
more important that they should know what
names were going off the roll than what names
were going on, because every man who made an
application—unless he made a blunder or a false
application—always had his name put on the
roll. Tt would be better tospend the money in
employing extra policemen to put names on.
The Premier told them that afternoon that
something would be done in this direction when
they had a uniform roll with the Federal Parlia-
ment, using the same roll for both Parliaments.

Mr. Pacer : What about the boundaries of the
divisions ?

Mr. J. M. HUNTER : There would be no
trouble about the boundaries. The TFederal
Government was anxious to join hands with the
State in this matter, a3 it would save a good deal
of expense in the printing of the two rolls. It
was the existence of the tworolls that caused the
trouble now, as he knew people who were on the
Federal roll and they thought they were also on
the dState roll. He supported the clause as it
stood.

[24 Mazrcn.]
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The HOME SECRETARY : The Principal
Hlectoral Registrar informed him that his in-
structions to the police were to return the
names of all who had left their place of resi-
dence, and also those who had died or were
otherwise disqualified. It was unnecessary for
him to tell the House that the Government
had mo say in these instructions. They left it
entirely to the Principal Electoral Registrar,
and it was done by him impartially and with-
out bias of any kind. The Principal Electoral
Registrar also informed him that at the time of
the late election a very large number of electors
who thought they were on the roll, and found
that they were not, admitted to him that they
had got the notice sent out by him at the
time the revision of the rolls was in course of
preparation. They admitted to him that they
had been lazy, or for some other reason they had
not taken every care to get their names rein-
stated on the roll. He believed that was the
reason that a large number who were not on the
roll at the election were disfranchised. He could
inform the Committee that it was the intention of
the Government to put the police on to do this
work in future. (Hear, hear!) As he said
last year, the money which they would save in
the advertising would be used—portion of it at
any rate—to reimburse the police for the extra
trouble they would be put to in collecting names
to go on the roll, as it was not intended that they
should do this work without some extra remune-
ration. (Hear, hear!) He hoped the work
would be done by them satisfactorily, and that
it would meet with the approval of the Com-
mittee,

Mr. PAGET : It was evident that thé majority
of the members of the House thought that the
advertising of names should be done away with,
and probably the division would show that the
clausz was to stand in the Bill as it was printed.
He had made a saggestion to the Home Secre-
tary at the beginning of the debate, and he did
not know if it had been taken notice of at all.
He could not include it himself within the four
corners of the Bill. It was thewish ofevery mem-
ber of the Committee that every person who was
entitled to vote should be able to vote. (Hear,
hear ) He suggested that just before every
revision court an advertisement should be in-
serted in every newspaper calling the attention
of electors to the fact that a revision court was
about to be held, and that those electors who
had changed their residences were liable to lose
their qualifications.

The Homr SecreTary: The date of the
court is advertised, and they get a notification
as well. )

Mr. PAGET : A printed notice was certainly
sent along, but a great many people took no
notice of printed notices, and generally threw
them in the waste paper basket. But if an
advertisement were inserted, as he suggested, it
would not cost much, as only a few lines were
necessary to call the attention of the electors to
the fact that they were liable to lose their quali-
fication if they changed their residence. It
would really be the means of getting a great
number of names of electors on the roll.

Hox. D. F. DENHAM : After two hours’
discussion they had the satisfactory statement of
the Home Secretary that the Government
intended to utilise the police, and he took it that
their numbers would also be augmented so as to
secure the rolls being kept up properly.

The HoME SECRETARY : 1 told you that last

ear.
7 Hox. D, F. DENHAM : They had been
waiting for the information all the afternoon, and
this was the first time that anyone on the front
Treasury benches had made the aunouncement.

Hon.D. F. Denham.]
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They were glad to hear now that the police
were to be utilised to get names on the electoral
roll. He would again remind the hon. gentleman
that the electoral work of those officers involved,
in many areas, the depleting of the police force
temporarily, and he hoped the Government
would not hesitate to meet the increased expense
necessary.

Mr. W. H, BARNES: The hon. member for
* Maranoa had used, by inference, one of the
strongest arguments that had been used that
afternoon for the retention of advertising. 'The
inference permissible to be drawn from the hom.
member’s remarks was that persons might apply
to be put on the roll, if the names were not
advertised, who had no right to be on the roll at
all.  There would be no publicity, and therefore
it would be all right. In saying that it would
open the door to abuses if the advertising was
done away with, the hon. member had given the
strongest reason why the clause should not be
passed.

Mr, J, M. HUNTER: The non, member for
Bulimba had drawn a most unfair inference from
what he had said. His contention was that if
advertising were of any benefit in those matters,
they did not go far enough, because the adver-
tising was only done in one paper one quarter,
and the following quarter it wen$ to another
paper published in the district. Therefore the
readers of only one particular paper were made
acquainted with the fact that certain names
were going on the roll or were knocked off the
roll, If it answered to advectise at all, it should
be so done as to make the information known to
all who might be concerned, so that those whose
names had been removed might apply again to
be put on. He had never even hinted that the
abolition of advertising would lead to the stuffing
of the rolls with a lot of bogus names and of
people who had no_claims. Such a twisting of
his remarks into what they were never meant to
convey was, perhaps, what they might expect
from the hon. member for Bulimba.

Question—That clause 2, as printed, stand
part of the Bill—put; and the Committee
divided :—

AvEs, 40,
Mr. Adamson Mr. Jackson
,, Airey ,,» Kerr
,» Barber ,, Kidston
,, Barton ,s Land
s Bell. ,s Lennon
,, Blair ,» Lesina
,» Bowman ,» Mann
,» Brennan ,  Maxwell
4, Cottell s May
,, Coyne ., McLachlan
5, Douglas ,» Mitchell
5, Grant ss Mullan
ys Gra.y§on ,»  Murphy
,, Hamilton 5, Payne
,» Hardacre s, Rankin
,» Hawthorn 5»» Roberts
,, Herbertson ,» Ryland
,, Hunter, D. sy  Sumner
,, Iunter, J, M. s Winstanley
,» IIuxham Woods

Teliers: Mr. Barber and Mr. Murphy.

Nors, 19,

Mr. Appel Mr. Keogh
» Armstrong ,» Paget
,, Barnes, G. P, , Petrie
,» Barnes, W, H, » Philp
,, Cumpbell »  Somerset
5 Cribb 5 Stodart
,» Denham ,» Swayne
s Torrest »»  Walker
,» Fox ,»  White
5 Hanran

Tellers: Mr, Paget and Mr, Walker.
Resolved in the affirmative.

[Hon. D. F. Denham.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment Bill.

Mr. GRANT moved that after clause 2 the
following new clause be inserted :—-

3. Inthe first paragraph of section forty-seven of the
consolidated Aets, after the word contested,” the
words “ which day shall be a Saturday,’” are inserted.

The holding of the last election on a Wednesday
was a great hardship to many thousand persons
in Queensland.

An HoxOURABLE MEMBER : A great loss, too.

Mr. W. H. Baryes: It was a very heavy
poll.

Mr. GRANT: The voting was phenomenally
high, and he did not suppose that it would
have been much higher if the election had been
held on a Saturday. The minds of the people
were stizred to such an extent that they were
determined to record their votes, no matter
what it cost. He knew a number of men who
forfeited a day’s wages in order to vote. Not
only did they want to vote, but they took such
a great interest in the election that they
desired to be at liberty to have the day, or a
portion of the day, to enable them to go round
and canvass other electors and bring them to
the poll. The Municipal Council of Rockhamp-
ton allowed their employees to go and vote,
but if the election had been on a Saturday,
when the men would have had the afternoon
to themselves, that would not have been neces-
sary. He knew one man who rode 40 miles
to a railway station, and then, losing his train,
rode another 25 miles in order to come down
to Rockhampton and vote. The members of
the Opposition had stated that afternoon that
they desired that every man and woman in
Queensland should have an opportunity of
voting, Holding the election in the middle
of the week was not the way to give people
an opportunity of voting, because many
could not vote at that time without loss
to themselves. In the country districts
the farmers made it a point to go into
town on a Saturday with their produce,
and they could record their votes without any
personal sacrifice if the election were held on a
Saturday. The fixing of the last election for a
Wednesday recoiled on the late Government.
A number of people were so angry at the elec-
tion day being changed that they were de-
termined at all hazards to record their votes
against the late Government. Why the altera-
tion in the day was made he did not know. It
was said that it was because it was known that
the supporters of the late Government could
record their votes on any day, but that the
supporters of their opponents would be handi-
capped if the election was held on any day
other than Saturday.

Mr. W. H. BagxEs:

statement.

Mr. GRANT: He was simply saying that
that was what was stated.

Mr. W. H. Barxes: No matter what time
you held the election you would have a number
of people shut out.

AMr, GRANT: Yes, that was inevitable; but
more would be shut out by holding the elec-
tion in the middle of the week than would be
by holding it on a Saturday. An employer
might allow his employees off for half an hour
to record their votes, but he would not allow
them off for half a day. The excuse that a
half-holiday was proclaimed on election day
was no excuse, because while civil servants
might be paid for the half-holiday, private em-
ployers did not pay their employees for the
half-day.

Mr. PaceT: Do not they?

That is not a correct
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Alr. GRANT: Well, there were not many
cases in which private employers paid
their eraployees under such circumstances.
Although the argument of the Premier was
that they should send all these Bills to the
Council in exactly tbe same form that they
left the Assembly last year, yet this was such
a crying evil that he could not refrain from
moving his amendment.

The HOME SECRETARY said he could not
see his way to accept the amendment. In the
first place, he did not think they could deal
with the subject-matter of the amendment in
this Bill, because it was a matter entirely
within the province of the Governor under the
Constitution Act, and it would require an
amendment of the Constitution Act to carry
out the object of the amendment. Further,
he did not think the amendment was within
the scope of the Bill; and lastly, as the Pre-
mier had said, the Government wished, if
possible, to get the Bill through the IHouse in
the identical form in which it was sent to the
Upper House last year. They wanted to say
to the Council, *“ This is the Bill the Council
threw out last year, the Bill on which we went
to the country, and on which the electors have
given such a pronounced decision.” He
thought the amendment was entirely outside
the scope of the Bill, because it was not pro-
posed by the Bill to alter the day on which
elections were to be held. Further than that,
the acceptance of the amendment would neces-
sitate an amendment of the Constitution.
The only way in which the object of the hon.
member could be accomplished, supposing the
amendment were not outside the scope of the
Bill, would be to provide that if the election
was not held on a Saturday, the time for poll-
ing should be extended to 8 or 9 o’clock. On
ordinary days the poll would close at 6 o’clock.

Mr. GRANT: The Home Secretary had
given several good reasons for not accepting

the amendment, but one reason

[7 pom.] alone was good enough—namely,

that it would necessitate an alter-
ation of the Constitution. Under the circum-
stances he would ask the leave of the Com-
mittee to withdraw the amendment.

Hox. R. PHILP wished to say a few words
before the amendment was withdrawn. The
junior member for Rockhampton had had a
good deal to say about the late Government
altering the day on which the election was
held, but he would remind the hon. member
that neither the New South Wales Govern-
ment nor the Federal Government held their
elections on a Saturdav. Apparently, because
the Morgan-Kidston Government had held an
election on a Saturday the hon. member
seemed to think that that was the only day
on which it should be held.

q Mr. GraNT: You were the only Premier to
do it.

Hox. R. PHILP: In 1902 it was proved that
more people recorded their votes. during an
election held in the middle of the week than
on a Saturday, when the Morgan Government
held an clection. Moreover, more people
voted at the last election than did when an
election was held on a Saturday. On Satur-
days some people went down the bay, others
went to cricket matches, and others, again,
would not take the trouble to vote. The
middle of the week was a much more con-
wenient time for country people to record their
votes.

Mr. RYLAND: Nonsense!

Hox. R. PHILP: Saturday afternocon was
by no means a holiday all over Queensland.

(24 Marcn.]
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In Toowoomba and most of the big inland
towns they did not keep Saturday as a half-
holiday,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
taking a poll in Toowoomba now.

Hox. R. PHILP: At the present time they
held their half-holiday on Wednesday in Too-
woomba. IHe believed that was also the case
in Gympie and Charters Towers.

Mr. CoyxE: This is to provide for bushmen.

Ho~. R. PHILP: Bushmen could come in
on any day to vote just as well as on Saturday.

AMr. RvraxD: Timber-getters, prospectors,
and the poor unfortunate bullock-drivers.

Hox. R. PHILP: The last four elections
had proved beyond dispute that more people
would vote during the week than on Saturday.

Mr. Coyxe: How can shearers come in in
the middle of the week?

Hox. R. PHILP: They usually voted where
they were shearing.

Mr. Co¥yNE: They cannot where there are
no polling-hooths,

How. R. PHILP: He did not know any place
of any importance where shearing was done
which was not made a polling-place. There
was no shearing going on last February.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: There was
a little.

Hox. R. PHILP: In May last at all the
big shearing-sheds there were polling-booths,
and it was mach better that a man should
take half an hour or an hour in recording his
vote than spend the whole day doing it, and
go in for some fun afterwards. More people
voted in the middle of the week in 1902 than
did on Saturday in 1904, There never had
been any fixed day for holding elections in
Queensland or in Australia. The Federal Go-
vernment did not hold their elections on_a
Saturday, and they were dominated by the
Labour party, as everyone knew.

Mr. CovNE: No.

Hox. R. PHILP: What was Mr. Deakin’s
position? Exactly the same as that of Mr.
Kidston.

Mr. CoyNE: The Deakin Government make
a concession to tho Jews.

Hox. R. PHILP: Mr. Deakin was entirely
dependent upon the Federal Labour party,
who had not compelled liim to hold elections
on a Saturday.

Mr. CoyNE: The Federal Government will
not hold elections on a Saturday out of con-
sideration for the Jewish people.

Hon. R. PHILP: There was the fact star-
ing them in the face that the Premier of all
Australia did not hold elections on a Saturday
because the middle of the week was found
more convenient. The last election in New
South Wales was held on a Friday, and yet
because he, as Premier, had done what he dld
he was told he acted illegally, and the junior
member for Rockhampton called it a crying
evil.

Mr. GraxT: So it is.

Hox. R. PHILP: If he had done half the
evil the junior member for Rockhampton had
done he would not sit in the House. Person-
ally, he did not care whether the amendment
was accepted or not. 'The Home Secretary
was afraid of altering the Constitution, He
said the amendment would wreck the Consti-

tution.
Hon. B. Philp.]

They are
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The HoME SECRETARY: I said its acceptance
would nccessitate an alteration of the Con-
stitution.

Hown. R. PHILP: That should not trouble
the hon. gentleman. His Government could
alter the Constitution in any way it liked.
They could wipe it out altogether. Surely in
a small matter like that the alteration of the
Constitution should not trouble him. If the
amendment was put he would not take the
trouble to call *“ No’’ to it.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Clause 3 put and passed.

Hox, R. PHILP had a new clause to propose
which was an_exact copy of the postal vote
provisions of the Federal Elections Act. As it
was a long clause, he thought they might take
it as read. He hoped members would not
object to the Federal postal vote. It might
have been an evil in the town, but, of course,
they could get any number of cases for and
against. The hon. senior member for Gympie
had quoted two cases the other night, but he
{Mr. Philp) had read of three cases on the
other side in Gympie. Three votes came in
signed by justices of the peace, and nobody
else signed them. Apparently some justice of
the peace had been signing them ad %b., and
sending them out for use. Three came in with-
out any signature at all. If hon. members
read the amendment, they would see that it im-
posed severe penalties on people who misused
the postal vote. Under the original Bill, which
was introduced by the present Treasurer, there
was no penalty at all; but if this amendment
were adopted there would not be the slightest
trouble to catch people if they acted wrongly.

Mr. MurLax: You could not catch those five
at Townsville.

Hox. R. PIIILP: He thought there were
fifteen on the other side at Charters Towers.
There were as many offenders on one side as
the other, but he claimed that when they did
wrong they ought to be punished. The amend-
ment was much morc comprehensive than the
present Bill, and it would enable people who
lived 7 miles away from a polling-place to
vote by post. People who were ill would not
be deprived of their vote, nor the unfortunate
people who were in hospitals during the elec-
tion.

Mr. Covxe: There will be an epidemic
under this Bill,

Hox. R. PHILP: They should let these
people vote under it. It was not a fair thing
to ask those 7 miles from a polling-booth to go
in and vote. It would be impossible for anyone
who was sick to go that distance, and every
opportunity should be given to voters to record
their votes. If the penalty was not severe
enougl, he was prepared to make it more
severe; he was quite willing to accept any
reasonable safeguard which the FHome Secre-
tary thought fit. He understood that 7,900
women voted by post at last election, and it
would be a disgrace to our present day civili-a-
tion to deprive them of a vote. Unfortunate
people in hospitals were sometimes dragged
out to vote againsi their wish.

The TrEASTRER: Far better to leave people
in the hospitals alone.

Hown. R. PHILP: That might be. It would
be better if they could vote quietly by post
without undue interference, and he thought
they might safely leave them in the hands of
the doctor. Ife hoped the amendment would
be acvepted; it was a compromise on the old
amendment. '

[Hon., B. Philp.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Amendment Bill.

Mr. MuorpHY: It is worse than the old Act.
Previously only a justice of the peace or a
postmaster could witness, now anybody can do
it,

Hox. R, PHILP: Why should not anyone
do it?

Mr, RYLAND: Any employer.

Hox. R. PHILP: Some members would like
to see two electors witness; he did not object to
that at all. The matter had been discussed in-
side and outside the House for a long time, and
he hoped the Committee would accept the
amendment. IHe was sure it would please a
good number of the women electors in Queens-
land. As showing how largely the vote was
availed of at last election. 20,000 voted by post.

Mr, MurPHY: Look af the large number of
people who were canvassing for postal votes.

Hox. R. PHILP: There were a good many
on both sides.

The HoME SECRETARY: 1,280 went astray.

Hox. R. PHILP: Very likely; that would
always be the case. He had plenty of evidence,
but if every hon. member related his experience
of cases which had arisen it would take a long
time,

Mr. MurpEY: You said the other day that
the country had decided in favour of the aboli-
tion of the postal vote.

Hox. R. PHILP: Not the whole vote; this
is an amendment of it. After experience, this
was the amendment which the Federal Govern-
ment passed, and he understood they did not
pass it without the permission of the Labour
party.

AMr. RyLaxp: Noj; all of them were against
it. It is going to be wiped out.

The HOME SECRETARY said he could
not accept the amendment.

Lasour MuMBERS: Heur, hear!

The HOME SECRETARY : He looked upon
it as caurrying out the principle of the postal
vote, against which the country spoke so deci-
sively at the last election. It was not neces-
sary to discuss the matter, as they went into
it pretty fully on the Address in Reply. (Hear,
hear!)

AMr. PAGET did not agree with the ITome
Secretary when he said that the country had
spoken against the postal vote at the last
election.

Ar. Cowapr: Your ieader said the same.

Mr. PAGET: He differed with his leader,
perhaps, on that point. There was 20,000
people in the State who took advantage of the
postal vote,

Mr. WinsTaNLEY: They were compelled to
take advantage of it.

Mr. PAGET: There was no compulsion on
any oloector to vote. The two hon. members
for Charters Tov-ers were in the House for the
first time, and thought their opinions on the
matter must be taken off-hand by every hon.
member, but he {(Mr. Paget) did not accept
them. TTe bLelieved women hailed the postal
vote with delight, and used it to great advan-
tage. In Charters Towers it was used to the
extent of 800, and in favour of t'he two hon.
members who were now interjecting.

Mr. MvtrpHY: They had to send out can-
vaszers, too.
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Mr. PAGET: Exactly; and why should
Labour candidates, who so strongly objected to
the postal vote, not send out canvassers if they
chose? He spoke as one who had not em-
ployed canvassers to collect postal votes, and
who did not oecupy his position in that Cham-
ber by virtue of the postal vote. He denied
that the two members for Townsville occupied
their position because of the number of postal
votes they obtained, although there were
members, cspecially some sitting on the Op-
position benches, who made that assertion.

Mr. WINSTANLEY: It is perfectly true.

Mr. PAGET: The hon. member repeated a
statemnent he had made the other evening
in the absence of the senior member for
Townsville. It struck him that certain mem-
bers measured other members’ corn with their
own bushel. He was quite in accord with the
amendment, with the exception of one or two
very small particulars. He desired to move
the omission of paragraph (b) in clause 4—

(b) Who, being a woman, will, on account of ill-
bealth, be unable, on polling-day to attend the polling-
place to vote ; or
They should not ask women who thought they
might be ill on a certain day to make a de-
claration to that effect. The next paragraph
would cover the case of all men and women
who could not vote because of ill-health.

Hox. D. F. DENHAM: If the clause were
amended as indicated by the hon. member for
Mackay, it would eliminate the unpleasant
conditions of city and suburban canvassing.
It would put it in the power of clectors going
out of town to a greater distance from a poll-
ing-place than 7 miles, and those persons who
resided more than 7 miles from a polling-place,
to vote by post. It would also provide for
sick persons voting by post, and would put
an end to all the unpleasantnesses which were
said to have occurred at the last two elections.
There would be no canvassing, as 7 miles was
a considerable distance, and people living
more than that distance from a polling-place
wereo scattered, so that it would not suit any
canvassers to look after votes at such a dis-
tance. Provision was made for punishing
those who transgressed the provisions of the
clause, while it enlarged the number of those
who might attest postal vote applications.
They might even go further, and allow appli-
cations to be witnessed by two electors.

Mr. MurprHY: Try another election without
tho postal vote.

Hown. D. F. DENHAM: At the last election
a very large number of people appreciated the
postal vote. He saw nothing in the last elec-
tion which should lead them to wipe it out
altogether.

Amendment (IM». Paget’s) put and nega-
tived.

Proposed new clause (Mr. Philp’s) put; and
the Committee divided :—

Avus, 20,

Mr, Appel Mr. Ianran
. Armstrong ,, Jenkinson
,» DBurnes, G. D, ., Dlaget
,» Campbell ,, Petrie
,» Cribb ,, Philp
,» Denham ,, Stodart
,» Forrest .y Swayne
,, Tox ,» Thorn
,» Grayson . Walker
,,»  Gunn ,, White

T'ellers : Mr. Cribb and Mr. Grayson.
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Noxs, 40,
Mr. Adamson 3r. Kenna
., Alrey ,, Kerr
,» Barber ,, Kidston
., Barton ,,» Land
. Bell ,, Lennon
,, Blair ,, Lesina
,, Bowman ,,» Mackintosh
,, Brennan ,, Maxwell
., Cottell . May
,» Cowap ,, McLachlan
., Coyne ,, Mitchell
« Douglas ,, Mulcahy
,, Grant ,, Mullan
,, Hamilton ,,  Murphy
., llardacre ., rayne
,» Hawthorn ., Roberts
,» Hunter, D. ,, Ryland
. Jlunter, J. Bl »  Sumner
., Huxham ,, Winstanley
,»  Jackson Woods

Tellers: Mr, Barber and Mr. Cowap.

PAIRS,
Ayes—My. Keogh and Mr. W. H. Barnes.
Noes-~Mr, Mann and Mr. llerbertson.

Resolved in the negative.

On clause 4—° Absent voters”-—

Hox. D. F. DENHAM: He understood the
Premier to say that he intended to bring in a
Consolidated Klections Bill next
[7.30 p.m.] session. Surely, if that were the
case there was no need to intro-
duce such an amendment as this, seeing that
in all human probability there would be noth-
ing further than an odd by-election in the
meantime. As the postal vote had gone, would
it not be better to leave the Bill without any
such provision as this. Instead of being called
the **absent voters’ clause,” it should be
called the “impersonators’ clause.”
OrposiTioN MEMBERS: Hear, hear!

Hox. D. F. DENHAM: It would be difficult
for any scrutineer to challenge the vote of any
man as he came to record his vote. A man from
Oxley might present himself at Maranoa, or
a man from Maranoa might present himself at
Cairns, to record a vote, tle would not bo
known there, and he would be asked the ques-
tions mentioned in the Act, and he would then
sign them. A dozen such men might claim a
vote in the same way, and it would be difficult
to say who was the impersonator. It was
opening the door to something even worse than
was sald to have been the case with the postal
vote. Surely if sick people and those living
7 miles from the polling-booth could not be
considered, there was no need to consider any
nomad who wandered round the country. It
would be a blemish on the Act if such a pro-
vision went in, seeing that they had an assur-
ance that there would be an amended Bill in-
troduced. He, at any rate, entered his protest
against it going through.

Mr. PAGET did not think it was advisable
to imsert such a clause in the Bill, especially
when they considered what the Premier said
about the Government's intention to bring in
a comprehensive Illections Act Amendment
Bill. At the foot of the declaration appeared
the following words:—

I declare the answers to the above (uestions to be

true, and I sign my name knowing that it any of them
is false I may b= Jiable to a penalty not exceeding fifty
pounds.
There was no imprisonment mentioned. He
took it that that word ‘“may" left too much
power m the hands of &ny people who might
be in power.

The PreMIiER: The people in power have
nothing to do with it. It is the magistrate.

Mr, Poget.]
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Mr. PAGET: It left too much power in the
hands of the officials who had to administer
the Act. If a man made a false declaration,
it should not be permissive for the officials to
s2y whether he inight be liable to a fine of
£50. Members of the Committee, at any rate,
would say that such a man “ shall 7 be liable.
He moved the omission of the word * may”
with the view of inserting “ shall.”

The HOME SECRETARY could not accept
the amendment. He did not think there was
any necessity for it at all. If the hon. mem-
ber would look at the end of the clause, he
would see that subclause (8) read as follows:—

Any person who wilfully makes a false answer to any
of the questions put to him under this section, or signs
his name upon any envelope, any part of the endorse-
ment of which is to his knowledge false, shall be liable
to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds.

Mr. Pager: Why not makeit “shall” in
both cases ?

The HOME SECRETARY : Because the
man might not be liable, They had to prove
under subclause 8 that he had wilfully done it.

Mr. D. HUNTER (Woolloongabba) : He was
at a loss to understand what the clause actually
meant. It commenced—

(1) Subject to this Act, anyelector who on polling-
day is absent, ete.

It was difficult to define what was meant by
‘“ polling-day.”” At the last election every
candidate in the metropolis was disturbed over
that question. They did not know if a man
who would be absent from his electorate from
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. was to be allowed to use the
postal vote. They would have just the same
trouble now that they had an absentee vote.
As it was, it would have to be decided by the
returning officer. Returning officers were not
always the same, and one returning officer
might give a quite different decision from
another. Before passing on they should have
the matter properly defined, so that a voter for
Woolloongabba might be able to record his
vote at, say, Fortitude Valley.

Mr. LENNON: So he
can.

Mr. D. HUNTER: They were in great
trouble over that question at the last elec-
tion——o

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I am sorry to
interrupt the hon. member, but he will see
that it would be more convenient to discuss
that aspect of the question after we have dis-
posed of the amendment before the Committee.

Mr. PaGET withdrew his amendment for the
time being.

Mr. D. HUNTER: He wanted the position
to be properly understood. The method pro-
posed in the clause seemed too cumbrous. Of
course, it was not the intention that it should
apply to all those voters who had to leave
home before 8 o’clock in the morning, and did
not get back until after 6 o’clock, but they
should be enabled to vote without any trouble
in whatever electorate they happened to be.

Mr. BowMax: You can minimise that by
extending the hours of polling,

HoN. R. PHILP : If the clause would enable
voters for the Valley to vote at Woolloongabba
he did not think it should pass. He took it
that it was only meant to apply to men who
could not possibly vote in their own electorate
on election day—who were a certain number
of miles away on that day.

Hown. D. F. DENHAM: The clause would
lead to no end of confusion, especially in the
metropolitan electorates. At the last election
there were polling-places for every electorate

[(Mr. Paget.

That is what it says.
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in the State, and he knew of one country con-
stituency the candidate for which wrote to
Brisbane that a certain number of men would
apply to vote. Five out of the seven who
applied were challenged, on instructions from
the candidate. They happened to be political
opponents.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
did not.

Hox. D. F. DENHAM: They applied to
vote, and immediately they saw the scruti-
neers were up against them they saw the
wisdom of walking out of the booth and not
recording their votes, The system proposed
would lead, as he had said, to no end of con-
fusion and personation.

Mr. BOWMAN thought the clause a con-
siderable improvement, especially in regard to
Western and Northern electorates. In the
West many men were working who had votes
for the Darling Downs, and unless there was
some provision for absent voters those men
would not have an opportunity of voting at
all.

Hon. R. PHiLp: And yet you deprive them
of the postal vote.

Mr. BOWMAN: Everybody who wished to
see an electoral campaign conducted fairly
must be pleased that the postal vote was going
to be wiped out. But they wanted to give
every man and woman in Queensland who had
a right to vote the chance to vote. The pro-
posed system had nothing to do with enabling
a man to come from South Brisbane to the
Valley to vote. At the last election there was
a polling-booth in Brisbane for every elector-
ate in Queensland except Fortitude Valley.
He did not know whether that exception was
premeditated to prevent some of the Valley
men from voting. Still, an opportunity was
given for every person who was in Brisbane
on that day to vote for any electorate in the
State.

Hon. D, ¥. DenxmaM: You cannot have a
proper scrutiny under this proposal.

Mr. BOWMAN : There could be just as close
a scrutiny of absent voters’ votes as of any
other. They were going to abolish a system
which had been admitted by all sides to be per-
nicious. The members of the Opposition wished
to modify it, but the Government and the
Labour party wished to abolish it, and to pro-
vide that where a man was absent from his
electorate he should have an opportunity of
exercising the franchise. With regard to the
metropolitan area, he did not think any man
should exercise his vote in any electorate but
his own, unless there was a polling-booth estab-
lished in another electorate for his convenience,

Honx. D. F. DENHAM : That afternoon they
had contended that the greatest facilities
should be given to people to get on the roll,
and members of the Opposition had contended
that every elector should have an opportunity
to record his vote. Under the provision now
before the Committee a great number of elec-
tors would be disqualified, as, for instance, an
elector who was leaving the State, or a sea-
man. Such persons would be deprived of the
opportunity of exercising the franchise. The
postal provisions were much more generous,
and much more likely to insure a complete
vote than the clause under consideration.

Mr. Bowman: Much more corrupt.
Hon. D. F. DENHAM: This clause was
more corrupt, as it would give greater facili-

ties for personation, and would deprive many
persons of the privilege of voting.

No; they
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The HOMTE SECRETARY: The hon. mem-
ber for Woolloongabba had raised the question
as to the time when a postal vote should be
given, and pointed out that returning officers
had given different decisions as to what was
polling-day. His (Mr. Hlawthorn’s) own idea
was that polling-day was from midnight to
midnight, and that the mere fact that a man
was absent from his electorate from 8 a.m. to
6 p.m. did not entitle him to use the postal
vote.

Hon. R. PHILP: The contention of the
hon. member for Woolloongabba was that if
an elector of Woolloongabba was in Fortitude
Valley on polling-day he would be entitled to
vote under the clause now before the Com-
mittee,

The HOME SECRETARY:
own electorate.

Hox. R. PHILP: If a man walked from
‘Woolloongabba, to Fortitude Valley, was he en-
titled to vote under this provision ?

The HoME SECRETARY: Not unless he is out
of the electorate the whole day.

Hox. R. PHILF: He would like the hon.
gentleman to take the opinion of the Crown
law officers on that point—whether a man on
the roll for Woolloongabba had the right under
this provision to vote in the Valley. He con-
tended that au elector should not be entitled
to vote as an absent voter in such a case, and
that the distance a man was away from his
electorate should be specified. TUnless a man
was 10 or 20 miles from his own electorate, he
should not be allowed to vote as an absent
voter.

~Mr. RYLAND suggested that it might meet

the case if they omitted the words *“ absent
voter,” and inserted ‘‘five or seven miles dis-
tant from his electorate.”

Mr, WHITE considered that the corruption
which had taken place under the postal vote
would be a fool to the corruption which would
take place under this clause. It would be im-
possible for candidates to have scrutineers at
every polling-booth in the State for the pur-
pose of preventing personation, and there
would be a great deal of personation in conse-
quence. He hoped the Home Secretary would
accept the suggestionn of the hon. member for
Gympie, which would =atisfy members on that
side of the House.

Mr. LESINA thought some compromise
should be effected in this matter. There
appeared to be some doubt as to what was
polling-day. The Home Secretary had given
a definition of it which might or might not
stand if a case arose under the Act, and he
thought the Committee should have the
opinion of the Attciney-General on the matter.

Hon. R. PriLr: We have power to define it.

Mr. LESINA: Yes; and if there was any
doubt about the matter it should be clearly
defined, even if they had to stop there twenty-
four hours to do it. There was no use rushing
the matter through, secing that it might lead
to difficulties at another election—and there
was some prospect of another election taking
place inside eighteen months. They wanted
to clarify the Iinglish of the clause, and make
it so clear that a fourth-class school boy could
understand it. Sometimes when he looked at
Acts of Parliament passed by the present Go-
vernment he was inclined to think that they
were really anxious to make work for the
lawyers by making their Acts so difficult of
comprehension and interpretation that a poor
man who wanted to understand them must go
to a lawyer and buy his advice and experi-

If he is out of his
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ence. Our statutes should be as simple as the
ten commandments, and he would ask the
Home Secretary and the Attorney-General to
define what was meant by  polling-day”’? If
they could not get a clear definition, he was
prepared to support the proposition of the hon,
member for Gympie that they make the dis-
tance 3, 5, or 7 miles, so long as they could
get finality on the matter. He would again
express the hope that the Attorney-General
would give his opinion upon the clause. He
understood that during the election he declined
to express a legal opinion, but they had now
got him in the House, and should be able to
get from him a definition of the clause.
Question put-—

Mr., LESINA hoped the Attorney-General
would assist the Committee.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I agree with the
opinion of the Home Secretary.

Mr. LESINA: The Home Secretary’s
opinion had been expressed in such a slipshod
fashion as they might expect from a lawyer

who had not reached any eminence

[8 p.m.] in his profession, and, therefore,

members would like the opinion
of a much more eminent legal gentleman.
What was the definition of * polling-day’?
Was it to be left to the sweet will of the
returning officer, who might be a Dbitter
opponent of the Labour party? On the other
hand, he might be a partisan Labour man and
put an interpretation on the clause detrimental
to the interests of the Government or the
Opposition. It should not be left to the re-
turning officer to interpret. What they wanted
was the clause stated in clear words without
any technicalities. Did the term ‘ polling-day”
really mean from 12 o’clock midnight until 12
o’clock midnight?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes.

Mr. LESINA: Or did it mean ordinary
polling hours from 8 to 5§ o’clock? Those
were matters that should be cleared up. He
did not know that any Australian State had a
provision of that description couched in such
peculiar phraseology. In the expression of the
franchise everything should be simple and
clear. There should be no difficulties, no arti-
ficial limitations of any description. The clause
was so full of legal phraseology that he defied
a Philadelphia lawyer to interpret it, and when
they asked the Attorney-General for an inter-
pretation he merely said he agreed with his
colleague, and no one understood his colleague.

Question put—

Mr. JENKINSON trusted the legal gentle-
men of the Ctabinet would enlighten them.

Mr. Lesina: Give him 6s. 8d. for it.

Mr. JENKINSON was mnot inclined to
treat the matter in as frivolous manner as some
members would desire,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: What is
trouble? What is the difficulty?

Alr. JENKINSON: They were entitled to
the best guidance they could get from the
Attorney-General. The hon. gentleman was
not present when the hon. member for Wool-
loongabba was speaking, and he would there-
fore briefly recite what the hon. member had
said. During last election a question arose as to
what should be defined as *‘ polling-day”’—
whether it was the hours set apart from 8
to 6 o’clock, or whether, as the Home Secre-
tary said, it was from midnight to midnight.
To his mind the legal opinion given by the
Home Secretary was absolutely absurd. A
man might leave his home at 5 o’clock for his
work, and not get back until after the poll

Mr. Jenkinson. ]

your
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closed. Ile worked the recognised eight-hour
day, which the Labour party were so fond of
prating about, and yet. kecause he happened
not to be absent from midnight to midnight, he
was to be deprived of his vote,

Mr, Lesiya: That is the danger I foresee.

Mr. JENKINSON: There were men who
left Brisbane in the early morning for their
work at Ipswich workshops. Was there to be
no provision made for men situated in that
war !

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There is a polling-
place for Brisbane in Ipswich.

Mr. JENKINSON: He wanted to show the
Attorney-General the tangle he had tied him-
self up in. He said polling-day was from 1z
midnight to 12 midnight. Those men lett
their homes at 7 in the morning to catch the
716 train to Ipswich, and left again at 5.50
to come home. Therefore, they were not
absent the whole polling-day as defined by the
Attorney-General, and it would be impossible,
under tlie hon. gentleman’s definition, for those
men to vote at Ipswich.

The ATTORNEY-GENEERAL: Not at all. They
are allowed a ¢ertain time off to go and record
their voies.

Mr. JENKINSON: To go where?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
place, wherever it is.

Mr, JENKINSON: The hon. gentleman
previcusly stated that such men could not vote
under that clause, because they would not have
been abisent from their district from midnight
to miduight.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Tlc can only vote
if there is a poiling-place established.

Mr. JENKINSON: He could not get back
to Briskane until after the polling-place was
closed. fie hoped the hon, gentleman could
see the mess his colleague had led him into;
not that they expected any guidance from the
Home Secretary, who was unable to make a
living in his profession, but they did look to
the Attorney-General for sound advice. They
paid him £1,000 a year to give it to them.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You pay!

Mr. JENKINSON: Yes; he paid his pro-
portion, and as a representative of the people
he had a right to ask the Attorney-General to
clear up the difliculty they were in, and to
give them an interpretation.

The ATToRNEY-GENERAL: And you have got

To the polling-

it.

Mr. JENKINSOXN: The hon. gentleman
had shown that his interpretation was likely
to lead to endless trouble.” The hon. member
for Woolloongabha was quite right in raising
the question, and he hoped he would frame an
amendment providing for the insertion of the
words—*" during the hours sct apart for poll-
ing is 7 milex.”

The HOME SECRETARY: The difficulty
might be met by the insertion of the words—
“from 12 o’clock midnight on the former day
to 12 o'clock midnight on the day of polling.”
The hon. member for Fassifern had indulged
in some cheap sneers at the expensc of himself
and the Attorney-General, and had stated that
he was unable to carn his living at the law.
He was willing to put his income from per-
sonal exertion during the last ten or fiftecn
years against the hon. member’s at any time.

Mr. JENKINSON: That is a question.

The HOME SECRETARY :
pared tc do it,

[Mr. Jenkinson.

Ho was pre-
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Mr. JENkINsoN: He was prepared to take it
up at any time; anyway, he earned his own
money, he did not look to other people to give
him money.

The CUITAIRMAN: Order! I hope hon.
members will abstain from personalities. They
are not conducive to the despatch of business..

HoNoUrABLE MEMBERS: Ilear, hear!

My, LENNON said that the absent voters”
provision was already contained in the Federal
Act, and had given satisfaction. They had
cdone away with the postal vote, and it was
wise to have something in its place. The hon.
member for Oxley scemed to consider that
parties living more than 7 miles away from a
polling-booth were worthy of more considera-
tion than those described as nomads, but
nomads had been practically disfranchised ever
since we had had elections in Quecnsland. A
large percentage of the Western workers and
canecutters in the North were regularly dis-
franchised. They werc entitled to the sym-
pathy of every hon. member, and here was a
chance of giving them something like their
rights. Years ago in Victoria, and more
recently, there was a system of electors’ rights..

Hon. D, ¥F. DexgAM: In New South Wales.

Mr, LENNON: He had a recollection of it
in Victoria. It was a splendid system, and
very useful to the nomadic people of the West-
ern parts; but, in the absence of such a pro-
vision here, they ought to take what was
offered as a substitute. The one consideration
which seemed to outweigh any other was that
the Bill should go up to the Upper Housc in
the same form as it was rejected by them, and
on that account he was very loth to support
any amendment,

Hox. D. F. DENHAM : It would be a great
defect to let the Bill go back as it left the
Chamber before, and leave this clause in such.
a nugatory manner. The hon. member for
Fassifern had demonstrated that it would dis-
qualify a large number of electors unless some
qualification were inserted. The hon. member
for Woolloongabba indicated an amendment
which he hoped would be moved, so that they
would have something definite to go upon.
As the clause now stood, it was clear in his
mind that an elector could move into any elec-
torate from another and claim his vote. It
did not say ‘“if hc is absent all day”; and asg
long as he was absent from one electorate and
in another no presiding officer could refuse to-
allow him to exercise his vote. If there was any
doubt about it, it could be cleared up. He was
not averse to nomads being looked after, but
this provision was conferring a privilege on
the nomad, while the House appeared to have
no regard at all for the mothers of the State.

Mr. Woobns: That is not so.

Mr LESINA hoped some eompromise would
be arrived at. On second thoughts he was not
inclined to favour the proposition of the Home
Secretary, although it had justified the discus-
sion to this extent: he had admitted that the
clause could be made clearer by inserting
“from midnight to midnight.”” That was tan-
tamount to saying that the clause was imper-
fect and wanted clarifying.

The Hoxp: SECRETARY: No such thing. It is
only for the purpose of making it clearer to
the House.

Mr. LESINA: It was not the House that
would have to deal with the Bill, but the
judge and jury and tho returning officer, and
the Bill should bo so clear that they would
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have no doubt about it.

They should in

on the insertion of the words to make
the law clear and understandable. Would
the Home Secretary help them? The hon.

gentleman had made one admission that
would go a long way towards inducing them
to take up his challon"e and make the clause
more clear. J.ie st ould suggest that they do
not make it “‘miduight to midnight,” but
malke the hours of polling fromt 8 a.m. to
6 or 7or 8 pm.

Mr. RYLAND:
poor man,

Mr. LESINA: A wharf labourer at Wool-
Ioongabba might leave at 5 o’clock to go to
Pinkenba, and work from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.,
cetting back at 11 at mght. If the polljng-day
was from 12 a.m. to 12 p.m., and the polling
hours from 8 a.m. to G p.m., he would come
back after the poll had closed. How did they
propose to give that man a chance to vote?
The casc was typical of many. They wanted
to give such a man an casy chance to vote.
The Federal Act made the distance 7 miles,
and he thought that was a fair compromise.
The case at 1psmch wis a case in point. Many
men went from Woolloongabba, Red Hill,
North Brishane, and other places to Ipswich in
the morning to work, and came back at night.
If they were going to give these.men a chance,
they would have to kecp a general polling-
booth at Ipswich, unless they had voting by
post. The fact that they had not arrived at
any determinate distance was evidence to his
mind, that the Committee was in a somewhat
chaotic condition. They had not clarified their
opinion so that they were able unanimously to
agree on any one point, and that was a reason
why they should not rush the matter through.
If they discussed the matter dispassionately,
he believed they would come to the conclusmn
that it was necessary to adopt a compromise.
He hoped the Home Secrctary would meet
them in a fair spirit, and, in order to safe-
guard the interests of the voter, both rich and
poor, give them a chance to sec that the law
was clearly understandable by returning offi-
cers and judge and jury, who later on would
have to deal with it.

How. R. PHILP: They had already disfran-
chized a good many women voters by abolish-
ing the postal vote, and, if that was carried, 1t
would disfranchise many more eclectors. If
they were going to define polling-day as from
midnight to mxdnwht people lea,unx; by train
for Toowoomba. at 7 o’clock in the morning
could not vote Fecamse they would not be
absent from the district for which they were
enrclled from midnight until 7 o’clock. He
hoped members would not niake it a party
question.  Seven miles was a fair distance, and
cﬂlta,inly the hours should be from 8 till 6
o’clock. The banking day wa= 10 till 3 o’clock.
Ile was rather astonished at the Attorney-
{zenecral giving such a definition. They ought
to define 1t, and make 1t 8 o’clock till 6 o’clock.

Mr. MAXWELL:

That will work against the

Why not move it, then?

Ifox. R. PHILP thought the responsibility
of moving it rested on the lHome Sccretary.
Ile suggested that the hon. gentleman should
amend the clause by omitting after the words
“polling-day” the words iz absent.”” with
the view of inserting the words ‘ during the
hours set apart for polling,” and then after-
wards inserting the words ‘s over seven miles
distaut.”” If the hon. gentleman would not
move those amendments, he would move them
himself. That would prevent a man in Wool-
loongabba voting in the Valley, or wice versd
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With the tram system they bad in Brisbane,
there was no difficulty in any clector \Otuw
in his own clectorate. 'The hope had been ex-
pressed that our electoral law and our electoral
rolls should be the same as the Copnnonwealth
electoral Jaw and the Commeonwealth electoral
rolls. ile hoped the Commonwealth would
take our electoral volls. as they were more
correct than their own. Very often people
were on the State roll but were not on the
Commonwealth roll, and #ice vorsi. If they
passad the Bill in its present form, it would
lead to endless confusion, and very likely 1t
would have to be amended next year.

Mr. LEsiNa: What I object to is that it
should Le left to returning oflicers to decide
what we meant.

Hox. R. PIHILP: No man on the Iirisbane
roll should be allowed to vote in South Bris-
bane, but that could be done under the 1l
as it stood. A distance of 7 miles would
irclude all the suburban constituencies, and
would allow coverybody the opportunity of
voting, whilst it weuld not permit personation.

Alr, DOUGLAS hoped the Ilome Secretary
would accept the suggested amendment of the
leader of the Opposition. It seemed a reason-
able thing that a person should vote, if pos-
sible. in the district for which he was enrolled,
particularly in the mnietropolitan arca. It
would lead to a great deal of confusion if a
person was allowed to walk from one electo-
rate to anotber and record his vote, whilst it
would ulso pave the way to impersonation.
They were there to frame their laws in the best
possible manner, and he did not see why,
because the Bill was passed last session, they
should pass it in exactly the samne form this
scssion. They had had “the expenence of the
last election since then. He would have niuch
pleasure in supporting the amendment.

Mr. SUMNER: During the last election
electors were at a great disadvantage, even
with the postal ballot, in knowing what was
really meant by the term ‘“absent voter.” A
good many electors came to his committee to
find out whether, if they had to leave Nundah
in the morning before the poll was opened—
perhaps having to travel to Ipswich and com-
ing back before midnight~—they were absent
voters. He believed the Crown Law Officers
decided that they were not entitled to be called
absent voters. They should make it quite clear
what was meant by the term, and it should not
be hard for the Committes to make 1t clear to
the comprehension of the simplest elector.

Mr. ARMSTRONG hoped the Home Secre-
tary was going to accept the amendment sug-
gested by the Ieader of the Opposition. He was
astonished to hear the two legal luminaries on
the front Treasury bench state that polling-
day was from midnight to midnight. A
working day was eight hours, and polliug-
day was only the time That the polI was actually
open. There could be no other definition. He
went into the library to look up some authori-
ties, and he could not find one which sup-
ported the Attcrney-General and the Home
Sceretary.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Are you sup-
ported by any authority?

Mr. ARMSTRONG : Yes; Canada and New
Zealand ; and, as far as he could see, the Com-
monwealth. Act.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
say?

AMr. ARMSTRONG : It says that the polling-
day is between 8 and 7 o’clock.

Mr. Armstrong. |

What does Canada
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Does it expressly
define it?

Mr. ARMSTRONG: They should define
polling-day within the four corners of the Bill.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There is no objec-
tion to that.

Mr. ARMSTRONG: When the Attorney-
General was asked for a definition, he said that
he agreed with his colleague.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Certainly, We will
get it defined.

Mr. ARMSTRONG: He looked forward to
the time

The HoME SECRETARY : You do not know the
difference at all.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : Let him tell the hon.
member for Enoggera that when he understood

politics as well as he {Mr. Arm-
[8.30 p.m.] strong) did, he wonld have very
little trouble indeed in regard to it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: You both agree;
but you are arguing from different premises.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : He was not going to be
drawn off the track. On looking inio the ques-
tion, wherever they had any definition of poliing-
day it was always laid down to be certain hours.
New Zealand laid it down that between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. was polling-day, and
it should appeal to the common sense of the
Committee that polling-day was the hours during
which an elector could record his vote,

1 Hon. R. PHILP: You cannot turn night into
ay.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : No; and you could not
turn the hours when you could not record a vote
into meaning polling-day. The Committee should
come to some decision as to the hours which con-
stituted a polling-day. The Committee had now
limited one of these matters, which gave absent
voters and people who were away from their
electorates a chance of voting by post. It was
said that there had been corrupt practices under
that system of voting, and it was stated that all
the corrupt practices were indulged in by mem-
bers sitting on the Opposition benches, but, as a
matter of fact, they all knew that there were
corrupt practices on all sides in connection with
that matter.

Mr. CowaP : Were you guilty yourself?

Mr. ARMSTRONG : The hon. member for
Fitzroy could swallow that interjection as it had
no effect on his (Mr. Armstrong’s) election at
all, So long as their Xlections Act allowed
corrupt practices, and so long as it left the means
at the disposal of candidates to secure a vote,
they would secure it. When a man was up for
a fight, if he did not use every means in his
power to secure votes, he had no right to be up
for a fight. (Laughter.) They were all equally
guilty in connection with that matter. No one
party was whiter than another, and no member
blacker than another, in that respect. Whether
they belonged to the Government party, the
Labour party, or the Opposition party, they
would all secure votes by whatever practices
they could. They had prevented corrupt prac-
tices by postal voting by doing away with it,
but a new régime was introduced, and they
were giving an opportunity for corrupt prac-
tices in another way. These practices would
be far more practised by the Labour section
of the community in the outside districts than
they would be in the towns, and there was a
bigger chance of impersonation. To correct it
they should detine absolutely what the polling-
day should be, defining the hours of polling and
the distance between polling-booths or elec-
torates to enable an absent voter to record his
vote.

[Mr. Armstrong.
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* Mr. RANKIN (Burrum) was rather surprised
to hear the hon. member for Lockyer. He had
some high opinion of the political morals of the
hon. gentlenian, but after hearing him say that
he took advantage of any legalised wrong that
hon. gentleman had fallen in his estimation.
(Laughter.) He agreed with the hon. member
for Clermont that they should define both the
time and space. He agreed with the Attorney-
General that poliing-day was from midnight to
midnight. The amendment suggested by the
leader of the Opposition put the matter in a
nutshell as to what most members wanted to
see inserted. They should make the clause so
absolutely clear that he who ran might read,
and not leave it to the returning officer to
decide what polling-day meant, and how far
distant a voter must be before he could claim an
absent voter’s vote. They should lay it down in
clear language. He hoped the Home Secretary
would see his way to amend the clause in that
direction.

The HOME SECRETARY thought it would
be batter to define what polling-day was, and he
would do this by inserting the words ‘ during
the hours set apart for polling.” (Hear, hear !}
That would make it absolutely certain. e
moved that these words be inserted after the
word “‘polling-day” and before the word ““is.”

Howx. R. PHILP would like to know if the
Home Secretary was also going to amend it with
regard to distance ?

The HoME SECRETARY: I think time is suffi-
cient.

Hox, R. PHILP: It was not sufficient.
Surely they would not allow people who were in
North Brisbane to go over to Sonth Brisbane
and vote,

Mr. GRANT did not think there should be
any limit put in. Why should they limit the
distance ?

Mr. JENKINSON: We have been explaining
that all the time, and, if you were here, you
would have heard.

Mr. GRANT: Why should they fix an arbi-
trary 7 miles as the distance ?

Mr. JENKINSON : T'o make it the same as the
Commonwealth.

Mr. GRANT: Seven miles was really too far.
He could speak from experience in:Rockhamp-
ton. A great number of Rockhampton voters.
worked at Lake’s Creek, which was only 3 miles
away, and, through stress of work—which un-
fortunately did not happen at the present time—
they might be kept down there working during.
the hours of polling, and thereby be debarred
from voting.

Hon. R. PHILP: Have another polling-booth
down there.

Mr. LESINA : The difficulty referred to by
the junior member for Rockhampton might
easily be overcome by the establishment of a
polling-booth at Liake’s Creek Meatworks. It
was such a large place that he should imagine
that it would be a simple matter at any time to
get a polling-place there. No injustice was
likely to occur there. He agreed thoroughly
with the amendment which the Home Secretary
had the good sense to accept after hearing the
discussion in Committee. It was a good thing
to have a Minister who was approachable and
who adopted wise suggestions after hearing the
discussion that took place. He was inclined to
go the whoie way with the Home Secretary in
the matter, but there was one thing that he
had overlooked. They had settled the question
of time, and now came to the question of space.
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The CHAIRMAN : Order! I would remind
the hon. member that we have not yet settled
the question of time.

Amendment (Mr, Aawthorn’s) put and passed.

Mr. LESINA : They now came to the ques-
tion of space. A ecsrtain distance should be
fixed, otherwise it would be left to the returning
officer, and how was the returning officer to
determine ?

Mr., JENKINSON : In order to bring the
question of space to an issue, he would move,
as a further amendment, that, in line 6, the word
““absent” be omisted, with the view of inserting
the words ““ over seven miles distant.”

Mr. HARDACRE: Before the question of
space was settled he should like to have it made
perfectly clear what the question of time meant.
Did the words ‘““during the hours set apart for
the poll” mean the whole of those hours or any
particular moment during those hours? If it
meant any particular moment, it meant that they
were opening all the polling-booths to which a
man could.-have access so as to record his vote.
If, for instance, he went from North Brisbane to
South Brisbane he could record his votc there,
and the mere fact of his doing so would make
him an absent voter. If John Smith wanted to
vote for John Brown, he might go to some other
electorate where his vote could not be properly
scrutinised. He was of opinion that it was
intended to mean that the absent voter should
be absent during the whole of the hours set apart
for polling.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It says so.

Mr. HARDACRE: In that case the proposed
amendment regarding the distance was entirely
unnecessary. The clause was intended to apply,
not merely to country districts, but to metro-
politan districts, and others where there were
sevaral adjoining electorates. If they made the
limit 7 miles they excluded all the metropolitan
electorates from the advantage of the clause.

t ought to be made to apply to the man who
cannot get back to his own particular electorate
during the hours set apart for polling, If he
could nont get back, he should be entitled to vote.
The anendment would exclude such a man from
being able to vote if he was absent from a metro-
politan electorate.

Mr. KENNA : However desirable this amend-
ment might be from a town point of view, from
a country point of view it would result in a
number of avomalies. In a country district, a
man 7 miles outside the borders of his own elec-
torate might be 50 or 100 miles from a polling-
booth in his electorate, and he might at the same
time be within 2 miles of a polling-booth in an
adjoining electorate. As he understood the
amendment, & man could only get a certificate to
exercise an absent voter’s vote if he was more
than 7 miles from his electorate on polling day.
There was no particular virtue in ‘7 miles”
from the actual border of the electorate, and, in
his opinion, it would be better to keep to
the actual border of the electorate. A mail-
man leaving the border of his electorate at
5 or 6 o’clock in the morning would be 30 or
40 miles from his electorate by noon, and yet,
according to the definition of *“polling-day,” that
man would not bhe competent to vote as an
absent voter.

Mr., PaGeT: Yes, he would; the hours of
polling-day have been defined.

Mr. KENNA: He was glad to hear that.
Stili, for the reasons he had given, he was not
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disposed to vote for the amendment making the
distance 7 miles.

Mr. COYNE was going to oppose the amend-
ment, because he had not tbe slightest fear
that the clause without the amendment would
lead to personation. Under the principal
Act, if a voter went from one division of
his electorate into another division, or into
another electorate, to awvoid facing the scruti-
neers in the division for which he was enrolled,.
the scrutineers had the power to require the
returning officer to compel the elector to sign a
declaration before he recorded his vote. The
same safeguard was provided in the clause under
discussion, as an absent voter had to sign a formt
which was equivalent to a declaration before he
was permitted to vote. He had never heard of
a case of personation under the principal Act
where an elector who was challenged by a
scrutineer had to sign a declaration, and he did
not think that hon. members need entertain any
fear that there would be a great deal of per-
sonation under this clause as it stood without
the proposed amendment. A penalty was pro-
vided for making a false declaration, and he
presumed that an elector making a false declara-
tion could be sued for perjury just as he could be
sued under similar circumstances under the
principal Act. The members of the Opposition
had been telling them all the afternoon that they
wished to give every elector an opportunity to
record his vote, and yet they now supported ihe
restriction proposed in the amendment,

Mr. PaceT: Will not you allow sailors and
passengers on coastal steamers to vote?

Mr. COYNE : They could not expect to make-
any Bill perfect. As to the clause opening the
door to corruption, they did not hear of many
cases of corrupt practices in connection with the
postal vote under the Commonwealth Act. He
believed there were some cases of corruption,
but they were not so universal as they had been
in Queensland. He corsidered that the clause
provided sufficient safeguards against persona-
tion, and would vote against the amenduient.

Mr. RANKIN: The hon. member for War-
rego was apparently an optimistic politician.
No doubt, all the hon. member’s own people
were very clean and aboveboard; but it not
unfrequently happened that many persons tried
to take advantage of any points they could find
in our electoral laws to personate others, Per-
sonally, he was not a single bit in
love with the clause, because it
would open the door very wide to
corruption in future elections. Consequently,
the Committee should be very careful in dealing
with it, and could not well safeguard it too
much., Not only should they limit the time,
but also the space; and he should certainly
support the amendment of the hon. member for
Fassifern, because he could see tue great dangers
that might arise under the clause.

Mr., RYLAND did not think the clause as it
stood was uite safe, as it would throw open the
door to abuse of various kinds. Possibly the
amendment of the hon, member for Fassifern
was not the best that could be devised, because
of the weakness peinted out by the hon, member
for Bowen. Although the voter might be distant
5 or 7 miles from his district, he might be a great
many miles away from the polling-booth. He
thought they might provide for his being 5 miles
away from the polling-booth. That would meet
the objection raised by the hon. member for
Bowen. The clause as it stood would leave a lot
of room for personation, and he only hoped there
would be no election held under it.

Mr. Ryland.]

[9 p.m.]
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Mr. DOUGTLAS thought theclause as amended
by the Homse Secretary about met the case.
There was ample provision under clause ¢ to
deal with persouation, which was not very likely
to take place, as the clause had been amended.
The only instances in which personation might
tale pluce would be in the cases of those persons
who were absent from the State, in which case
personators might go to the districts in which
those persons were envolled. By fixing the limit
of 7 miles it would be disfranchising a great
number of people-—in fact, a graat many more

than the absent voters clauses provided facilities:

for. He could not see his way to support the
amendment.

Mr. LESINA was never very much enamoured
of the experiment which the Government were
trying. He could find no parallel to it in any
Australian Act. The clauwse had, perbaps, besn
improved as amended, but he was afraid that it
was going to work into the hands of the rich
man, and the poor candidate was going to get
the worst of it. It would work against Labour
every time. That was why there had not been
such a violent assault upon it by the leader of
the Opposition and his cohorts, There had
been nooutery against it.  There was an ominous
silence, which made him think that the Opposi-
tion saw in the clause a bludgeon with which to
belabour the Labour party, The Home Secre-
tary, too, had kept remarkably cquiet on that
aspect of the case. It seemed to hint that it put
undue power into the hands of returning officers,
somne of whom were bigoted political partisans,
hide-bound Tories who had been appointed by
the late continuous Government. They had
been deeply grateful for their appointments, and
held on to them wish much tenacity by means of
suppressing their feelings somewhat at election
times.

An HonouraBLE MEMBER: They are being
weeded out.

Mr. LESINA : He hoped this Government
wonld weed them all out and replace them with
solid TLuabour men. One attempt had been made
at dewmocratising the clause by means of the
amenchnsnt already carried, and now it was
propos=d to make the distance a person must be
absent frow his district 7 milss before veing the
provisions of the clanse. He saw considerable
danger in that. It might turn out that all
electors were pe1fcct1y pure, and all candidates
wingless angels, but in his opinion a great deal
of evil might arise from the clause. However7
the House passed it a few months ago, sure in
the faith that it would do ro harm. Terhaps he
was ultra suspicious in supposing that evil would
result from it, but the fact that they had
amended it so carefully, and defined it so accur-
tely, convinced him that there was something
more than appeared on the surface, He hoped
his suspicions would not be justified ; that it would
not work against the poor man, and that the rich
man would not benefit by mysterious absent
volers who got away 7 miles from the electo-
rate. Ile knew cf a half blind old inan, seventy-
eight yeurs of age, who walked 20 miles to
record his vote for the Labour c¢andidate at the
election before last, and, if that was so, there
were few able-bodied men who could not travel
half that distance. That was necessary in
his case, because the Government would not
appoint a polling-place at Expedition Dam in
the C! ermont electorate. It was possible that
the new clause might work to some extent in the
interests of his party, but he had his doubts
about it, Those new-fangled notions were very
like bonmerangs, They, as likely asnot, recoiled
upon the unskilled thrower instead of striking
the object aimed at. Very likely the leader of the

[Mr. Douglas.
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Labour party was anxious to use that particular
boomerang with the skill of an old aboriginal,
though it was possible he might find it a
dangerous weapon. Bubt it might not be so
skilful in his hands or in the hands of the hon.
member for Gympie. (mehter) That hon.
member might throw 1t umkllfully and it
might come back and injure him, and even kill
hitn. (Laughter.) They did not know whether
such a clause was justified, agit bhad not been
tried so far, he thought, with any measure of
success.  The hon. member for Charters Towers
said it had worked well in connection with the
Federal election laws, and he should like to be
enlightened, as he did not know such a thing
existed. Under the provision inserted in the
other House, which had already been knocked
out, men who went away shearing in the West
of Queensland might have exercised a vote by
possal ballot, but now they would have to exer-
cise it by means of this absent votersclause. He
did not know how it would work, but it ap-
peared to him that men who wished to down
Labour candidates would be more anxious to
exercigse the vote than the Labour men, who
would not go to all these formalities. Before a
man secured one of these ballot-papers he had to
answer a list of questions—

1. For what electoral distriet are you qualified to
vote ¥

2. Ilave you within the last preceding seven months
been &ond fide resident within the above-
mentioned electoral district for a period of one
month ?

3. What is your
rame in fall) ?

uname (surname and Christian

4. What is your occupation ¥
5. Whero is your usual place of residence £
6. What is your present address?

And a question as to who was his great grand-
father might safely be included. All these
questions might induce an ordinary working
man not to trouble. He might say, “ Harry
Coyne is all right, he won’t want our vote” ; or,
¢ Joe Lesina is_perfectly ssfe”; or “We know
that Bill Hamilton is unbeaten.” The Labour
man was untroubled, but all the other men
would trouble. He believed that just as the
postal vote brought grist to the capitalistic
party, so would this absentee vote bring grist
to the mill of the other crowd. He did not say
his party would gain if they used it, but would
the men use it ? He hoped they would, but the
chances were that in that lackadaisical way
which led to Barcoo being won by the Minister
for Railways—simply not going in to vote as
they thought the other man could not possibly
win, and the election was lost. He hoped that
would not be so in this case, and that he was not
ultra suspicious.

Ar. MMULLAN was of opinion that if the
7-wiile lirnit was accepted a considerable number
of electors would be disfranchised, especially in
the metropolitan electorates. Ifor instance, if an
elector of Fortitude Valley left his home before
8 o’clock in the morning and proceeded to work
6 miles away, and was engaged at work till the
closing of the poll, not being 7 miles away he
would not be able to record his vote, and as he
would not be able to return home in time he
would be disfranchised. Therefore, he thought,
greater facilities for voting shonld be afforded to
the general conimunity under the Bill as it stood,
without a distance limitation at all.

GOVERNMENT AND LABOUR MEMBERS;
hear !

Mr, MULLAN : They had ample safeguards
in the Bill as it stood to preclude the possibility

Hear,
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of impersonation. He took it that at any other
polling-place than his own district he would have
to subscribe to a declaration, and that vote was
not counted until the roll was compared with the
number on the envelope which accompanied the
vote. The safeguard here was an excellent one,
He had had some experience of the working of
this particular vote in connection with the last
Federal election, and he found this absentee
voters proposal worked excellently, and he knew
of no cases of impersonation. He thought the
House—particularly metropolitan members—-
would be well advised, as it affected them the
most, in rejecting the amendment.

Hov. D. F. DENHAM : If this amendment
were accepted there would be appointed in the
city, as there was last year, a polling-place for
all the electoral districts in Queensland, That
being so, it would entirely do away with the
objection of the junior member for Charters
Towers, 1f there was a city polling-booth for
the whole of the electorates, it would be neces-
sary to have scrutineers appointed for scores of
places, and it would delay the compiling of re-
turns for wmany hours. The objection of the
junior member for Charters Towers had no force
as applied to this amendment.

* Mr. MULLAN : It did not create the neces-
sity for having any extra scrutineers at all.
Under our present system of fighting there
were scrutineers representative of the particular
parties, and it did not matter whether it was for
their own particular candidate they were fight-
ing or any other candidate of their party, they
took an interest in his vote just the same.
Johu Jones came to Woolloongabba and said he
was a voter for Fortitude Valley, he had to sign
3 declaration. That was an absolute safeguard
against impersonation.

Mr. HARDACRE: The more he thought of
the proposed amendment the more he was
ageinst it. Tt would not only exclude the metro-
politan districts from the advantage of the opera-
tion of the clause—which might be a reason for
supporting the amendment—Dbut the clief objec-
tion was that it would be disadvantageous to
country districts. He could give a good example
of that in the case of a mining centre on the
bouundary of two elestorates. The miners were
some 50 or 60 miles away from the nearest poll-
ing-booth in the one mining centre, and if the 7-
mile limit was imposed they would be excluded
from voting at a poiling-booth only 2 miles from
the boundary of their electorate. The mining
centre he spoke of was only 2 miles from the
boundary, and adjoining a mining electorate in
which the miners were going to and fro con-
stantly, and there was not likely to be a polling-
place. There had been a polling-place there in
times past for hoth electorates, but the number
of electors frem the adjoining electorate had
dimivished ; but there would always be some
there, and they would he excluded from voting
in the absent electorate if the 7 miles dis-
tance was imposed, because the mining town-
ship was only 2 miles from the bound«ry. He
believed there would be many other country elec-
torates similarly situated. He thought that
having passed the condition that the electors
had to be absent during the hours which the poll
was open that that was an ample safeguard.
No ordinary elector would be absent, with the
intention to vote, during the whole of those
hours, unless it was for purposes of impersona-
tion, and against impersonation they had pro-
vided a penalty of £30, whilst there was the
other safeguard, that a person must take an oath
that he had not been six months out of the elec-
torate.

1908—r1
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Question—That the word proposed to be
omitted stand part of the clanse (Mr. Jen-

kinson’s amendment)—put 3 and the Committee
divided :—

AYEs, 39,
Mr. Adamson Ar. Kerr
s Aldrey ,, Kidston
,» Barber ,, Land
,»  Barton ,, Lennon
,, Dell ,» Lesina
5 Blair ,s Mackintosh
. Bowman . Maxwell
;» Brennan 5 May
5, Cottell ,» AcLachlau
., Cowap ,»  Mitchell
,» Coyne .+ Muleahy
;,» Douglas . AMnullan
., Hamilton ,, Murphy
,, Hardacre ., Payne
;s Iawthorn ,» Roberts
,, ITunter, D. ,»  Ryland
s» Hunter, J. M. . Sumner
;s Huxham . Winstanley
,»  dackson » Woods

.o Kenna i
Tellers: Mr.D. Hunter and Mr. Sumnuer.

Noxs, 21,
My, Appel Mr. Paget

, Armstrong ., Petrie
,»  Rarnes, G. D, ,» DPhilp
5 Campbell ,, Rankin
5» Cribb 5 Somerset

©,, Denham ,» Stodart
., Torrest ,» Swayne
5 Grayson ,, Thorn
5 Gunn ,, Walker
., Hanran ,, White
s» Jenkinson

Fellers « Mr. Jenkinson and Mr, Rankin.

JLENEIEN
Ayes—3Ir. Manu, Mr. Grant, and Mr. ITerbertson.
Noes—2Ir, Keozh, Mr. Fox, and Mr, W. H. Barnes,

Resclved in the affirmative.

Mr, PAGET sgain moved his amendment—
which he had temporarily withdiawn—to omit
the word “way” in line 40 with the view of
inserting “‘shall.”

Mr. KENNA desired to call attention to the
second question in the declaration—

Have you within the last preceding seven months

been bona fide vesident within the abovementioned
clectoral district for a period of one month?
He would suppose the case of a man whoxe name
was on the electoral roll, and who answered
“No” to that question. If a man’s name was
on the roll he was entitled to claim the vote.

Mr. Pacer: No, not under the Act, unless he
has been a resident in the electorate for one
month in the preceding seven months.

Mr. KENNA: But if a man’s name was on
theroll it was proof positive that he was entitled
to vote.

OrrosITION MEMBERS ;

Mr. MAXWELL (Burke) hoped the hon.
member for Mackay would not press his amend-
ment. Take the case of a man
[9.30 p.m.] working on any of the Western
stations ; he generally described
himself as a lubourer, and in this clause, under
the fourth question, he had to state his cccupa-
tion. Whatever occupation he put on his clajim
form he would also have to put on his applica-
tion to vote. Suppose after a number of years
that that man went mining, he would forget
what occupation he put in his origival claim for
a vote,
Mr. Pacer : He will be all right if he answers
the questions truthfully.

No, no!

Mr, Mazwell.]
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Mr., MAXWELL: They would compare it
with his original claim form. The whole thing
went far enough with the word ““may ” instead
of **shall.” Tf it were altered it would make it
imperative that he should be fined £50, but if
the word “may” were left in he might be fined
anything up to that.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL hoped the
hon. member for Mackay would not press his
amendment. With all due deference to the
mover, he failed to see that the amendment
would make any difference to the question at all.
If the voter pleaded guilty, the whole thing was
settled, and, if he pleaded not guilty, it was for
the jury fo decide. It was provided, in sub-
clause 8, that if he wilfully made a false answer
he should be liable to a penalty not exceeding
£50.  The mere words chosen in the clause
would not render a person liable, The qusstion
of guilt did not depend on the wording of the
clause, but on the verdict of the jury.

Mr. HARDACRE asked if the word ““wilful”
should not be put in? It might be false, but not
false in any material particular.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :
vides for that.

Hox. R. PHILP : As the Treasurer was the
only recognised schoolmuster in the House, he
would like to know if the clause in question was
graminatical. In the declaration it said—

I sign my name knowing that if any of them is false,
ete,

Was that grammatical ?

Mr. JENKINSON : It should be ““ave ” false.

Mr. MaxwiLL : Well, take out *“is” and put
“are ” if you want to.

The ArrorseY-GENERAL: It is quite correct
as it is.

The TREASURER : Quite correct.

Amendment (M Paget’s) pus and negatived.

On clause 5—°“ Duty of presiding officer 7—

Ho~x. R. PHILP thought the Government
should drop the Bill, as, even if it went through,
there would not be an election held under it.
They had just put a clause through providing
that where an elector from South Brisbane came
over to North Brisbane he could vote in North
Brisbane as an absent voter, It was making a
farce of the Iolections Bill.

Mr. Lesina: He might have a very good
reason for being absent. The police might be
after him.

Question put and passed,

On clause 6—°“ Duty of returning officer”—

Mr. RYLAND moved the insertion after the
word *‘election” of the words ‘“and also when
practicable, with the signature of the voter on his
claim for envolment.”

Mr, PagET: Some of them were made twenty
years before.

Mr. RYLAND: There were none that old, as
the old forms had all been wiped out. He had
been making 1mquiries of the registrars, and he
had been told that in the cases of 99 per cent.
of the electors in the metropolitan area he had
got the original claim forms, and there was no
difficulty in comparing the signature of the
absent voter when he asked for an absentee vote
with the signature on his original c¢laim for a
vote. At the Gympie election, he found that
in the case of every voter on the roll the
original claim could be easily turned up and the
signature compared with his application for an
absentee vote. If the amendimnent was inserted,
it would practically do away with personation.
It not, the door to personation would remain open,

[Mr. Mazwell.
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and money would win every time. The poor
man could not afford to look after the rolls, and
there was a good deal of personation at the last
election.

Mr., W. H. Barxzs: That is only an asser-
tion ; you cannot prove it.,

Mr. RYLAND : He could; and any amount
of money was spent, There were many electors
in Gympie who happened to be working in New
South Wales, Victoria and Western Australia.
TWhat was to prevent a man with money paying
men to go round to the various polling-booths,
and putting in John Jones’s name at this polling-
booth, and Jack Smith’s at that, and signing
those names under them unless the signature
could bz compared with the claim form. How-
ever, as he understood the Home Secretary had
announced that he wanted to send the Bill to the
Upper House in the same form as it was sent
Jast year, he would not press his amendment,
He submitted it to the House toshow a weakness
connected with the clause.

Hox. R. PHILP regretted that the hon.
member did not intend to press his amendment,
because it was one which they on that side were
quite prepared to support. As to the allegation
that rich men would collect bogus votes and go
in for personation, he did not believe a word of
it. They on that side were just as anxious to
have clean voting as the hon. member for
Gympie,

Mr., JENKINSON: The junior member for
Gympie had put the country to the trouble and
expense of printing his amendment, and now
adwmitted that there was no busiuess init. He
would not ask the Committee to accept it simply
because the Home Secretary had made an
assertion that he wanted the Bill sent to the
Couneil in the same form as it was sent last
session,  That was an abwsolutely illogical posi-
tion to take up, because the Home Secretary
had already accepted an amendment in clanse 4
which made the Bill different from that of Jast
year., He wished to protest against such a
waste of time and money. It was a regrettable
thing that the hon. member thought so little of
the Government time and money that he was
lavishly wasting both of them. There was a
good deal to be said in favour of the amendment
if the lion. member would only press it.

The HOME SECRETARY thought the hon.
member for Gympie had acted in a very reason-
able manner in not pressing his amnendment ; he
was carrying out one of the things for which he
was returned to the House.

Mr. LESINA: There were two points of
view from which the action of the hon, member
for Gympie might be looked at. The first was
the fact that the Opposition had announced
their intention to support it was sufficient to
justify him in withdrawing it. The other was
that the hon., member for Gympie, recognising
that there were a good many printers out of
work, had so arranged that some of them should
get employment at the union rate of wages at
the Government Printing Office. 1t was an
attempt to find work for the unemployed.
(Laughter.)

Hox. D. F. DENHAM ' Anyone reading the-
clause would see the reasonableness of the
amendment. The returning officer had to com-
pare the endorsements on the envelopes with the
marked roll in use at the election. The hon.
member wanted to give a double protection so as
to ensure the accuracy of the vote. The objec-
tion the Minister tnok to the amendment was
that he wished the Bill to go to the other House
in the same form as that in which it originally
went there, That seemed to the hon. gentleman.
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of more importance than that the rights of
electors and the rights of candidates should
be protected. It was of more importance that
the measure should be sent to the Upper House
in an imperfect form than that it should
amended and made more perfect. It had already
been amended in an important particular, so that
it could not go to the Council in its original
form. He hoped the hon. member for Gympie
would move his amendment; if he did not, of
course it would go by the board,

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 7 to 14, inclusive, put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHATRMAN reported
the Bill with an amendment.

The Bill, as amended, was taken into con-
sideration, and its third reading was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

WAGES BOARDS BILL.

COMMITTEE.
Clauses 1 to 10, inclusive, put and passed,

On clause 11— Powers not to be limited by
provisions of principal Act”—

Hown. D. F. DENHAM : Would the Minister
inform the Committee what was the purport of
the clause? There must be something in his

mind to which reference was made,

[10 p.m.] and on which light required to be

shed. The clause was very ambigu-
ous. He had been looking at the principal Act
to see to what the clause referred, but could not
discover what it was. The clause said that the
powers of the special board with respect to
matters within their jurisdiction should not be
limited or otherwise affected by any express pro-
vision of the principal Act. The Minister would
surely be able to tell them what was meant by
that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The clause simply provided that the special
board should have certain powers, and its
jurisdiction was not to be limited by any
express provision of the principal Act. It
prevented any curtailment of the powers of the
special board.  The special board was appointed
for special purposes which were dealt with by
clause 10.

Hown, D. F. DENHAM : The Minister had
thrown no light upon the clause,

Mr. CowaP : You do not want any.

Hox. D. F. DENHAM : He should not have
risen if he did not want information. Tt was to
be borne in mind that the Act was to be read in
conjunction with the principal Act, and the
clause said that the powers of the special board
were not to be limited or otherwise affected by
any express provision of the principal Act. He
should like to know what the clause referred to.
It was a clause of very wide sweep and intport-
ance, and the Minister should be able to explain
it. Merely making a rambling statement about
special boards being appointed for certain pur-
poses did not convey any assistance to the com-
mittee,

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In answer to
the hon. member, he thought it wonld be within
his knowledge that special boards were to be ap-
pointed under clause 3, subsection 1. There
were various objects stated there, They were
established
in order to determine the lowest prices or rates which
may be paid to any person or persons or classes of persons
employed either inside or outside a factory or in or in
connection with a shop in wholly or partly preparing
or manufacturing any particular articles of clothing or
wearing apparel or furniture, or in any process, trade,
or business usually or frequently carricd onina factory
or shop, or in order to deterniine the ordinary working
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hours, and the maximum of working hours, ineluoding
overtime, in or in counection with a factory or shop,
ineluding shops otherwise exempt from the provisions
of the prinecipal Act.

The matters to be dealt with by the special
board were dealt with in subclause 2—

In fixing suclh lowest prices or rates the speeial

bosrd should take into consideration the nature, kind,
and class of the work, and the mode and manner in
which the work is to be done, and the age and sex of
the workers, and any natter which may from time to
time be preseribed.
Now, the principal Act, as the hon. member
knew, dealt with almost every matter to which
the clause he had read alluded, and clause 11
merely provided that wherever the powers of the
special board with respect to those matters were
invoked, the mere fact that the principal Act
dealt with all or any of them was lmmaterial.
The power of the special board overrode the pro-
visions of the principal Act. Clause 11 was a
paramount clause, That was the explanation of
it.

Hon, D. F. Deyuay: That is what I was
asking for.

Clause put and passed.
Clanses 12, 13, and 14, put and passed.

On clause 15 Board to determine lowest
price or rate of payment’—

Mr, JENKINSON : The clause dealt with
fixing the price or rate for outside work, and it
appeared to him that the special board appointed
for that purpose could, according to line 45, only
be called into existence at the instance of the
“occupler.” Was no power to be given to the
employees to call the special board into opera-
tion ? They were told on the second reading
that the measure was going to benefit the em-
ployees as well as the employers, and that their
powers were going to be equal so far as the
special boards taking their respective claims into
consideration was concerned. The clause appa-
rently did not give power to any employee to
move the board to tix the rates of wages, but
only conferred that power on the * cceupier of a
factory or shop.” That seemed to be an over-
sight.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
That clause referred to work done ocutside the
factory, and the occupier was the person who
took that work home. It was the occenpier who
was affected.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 16 to 19, inclusive, put and passed.

On clause 20—‘‘Apppentices and improvers”’—

Hox. D. F. DENXHAM : This was a very
important clause. He was well aware that the
Bill had been discussed not only on the second
reading, but in Committee ; and he had not the
least intention to try and block progress at this
stage. The clause dealt with the employment
of our youths, and the filling up of the places in
factories with inferior men. Had the Minister
any idea as to how many youths would be per-
mitted to engage as apprentices in any occu-
pation ? He knew many parents were finding
it difficult to get good occupations for their lads,

Mr. Bowiax : That will be determined by
the court.

Hox. D. F. DENHAM : He thought he had
noticed somewhere that the number was not to
exceed five.

The TREASURER : The clause, on line 53, leaves
it to the discretion of the board.

Hox. D. F. DENHAM : He wanted to draw
attention to the fact that many of our parents in
Queensland were concerned as to the occupation
of their sons. There had been a tendency of late

Hon.D. F. Denham.)
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to restrict the number of lads as apprentices,
and the consequence was that many of the
mechanical businesses and occupations were
lacking men, and those who had not had any
special training were put to work in factories.
He hoped it would not act as a deterrent to the
young men of the State.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
thought the hon. member was unduly exercised
over apprentices, The board would be composed
of employers and employees, and would decide
the number of apprentices.

Mr, ARMSTRONG asked the Minister
whether the words at the end of subclause (1)—
or when engaged in any process, trade, or husiness
respecting which any special board has made a deter-
mination—
included the children of farmers who might be
engaged in, say, milking—dairying.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
said he would answer that in the Irish way by
asking another question. Were the children of
the farmers apprentices? This referred to ap-
prentices and improvers.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 21 to 28, inclusive, put and passed.

On clause 29— Aged, slow, or infirm
workers’—

Hox. D, F. DENHADM pointed out that sub-
clause (1) provided that the board might grant to
an aged or infirm or slow worker a license for
twelve months to work at aless wage., It was
rather regrettable that he should have to apply
annually for the renewal of that license, and he
suggested that the words ““twelve months”
should be deleted.

Mr. BowxanN: The board under that clause
gives him every opportunity.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WoORKs: He may
have recovered from his infirmity.

Hown. D. ¥. DENHAM : He merely pointed
out that it was an indignity cast upon many of
our aged workers.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 30 to 45, inclusive, put and passed.

On clause 46— Determinations of special board
challengeable before Supreme Court only”—

Mr. JENKINSON understood it was rather a
costly method to appeal to the Supreme Court,
and asked whether it would not be better to
grant an appeal to the District Cours.

The ATTORNEY-GENLERATL said that it
was more expeditious, more effective, and less
costly to approach the Supreme Court in the
first and final instance. Instead of having to
appeal first to the District Court, and then to
the Supreme Court, they could go to the
Supreme Court at once, by simple affidavit,
stating the grounds of application, apply for a
rule, and call on the Chief Inspector to show
cause why the determination should not be
quashed in whole or in part, and come to a
decision at once.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 47 put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN raported
progress ; and the Committee obtained leave to
it again to-morrow,

The House adjourned at twenty-five minutes
past 10 o’clock.

[Hon. D. F. Denham.





