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FRIDAY, 13 MARCH, 1908. 

The 8PEAKRR (Hon .• John Leahy, Bu/loo) took 
thA chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 
r~n!IGI!A~TS ll\TROilUf'El> VNDEH CoeiTRAOT AS 

Sc-oAn "\VoRKRRS. 
Mr. MAXN (Cairns) asked the Premier­
Will he, before arranging for the introduction of more 

immigrant~ to work as farm labourers, have a return 
compiled showing-

(a) Xumber already introd.ucell to work on caua 
farms and in sugar-mills~ 

(bJ X umber now engaged in abovementioned work? 
(c) X umber who were dismi:-'1ed by their employers 

before completing their term of agreement~ 
(dl :t\~umber who broke their agreement without 

the consent of their employers~ 
(eJ Xumber of employers who deducted £5 from 

immigrants' 'vages and have l'Cfused to refnnd 
that amoL:.nt: 

The PREMIER (Hon. "\V. Kidston, Rork­
hwnpton) replied-

Yes. 'l'he information is bemg obtainecl. and will lJa 
laid on the table of the House as soon as vossible. 

MEAT RATION TO PmsoeiRRS. 
l\Ir. L:ESIX A ( C/ermont) asked the Home 

Secretary-
Is it true that the meat ration allowance to pri­

soners at .Boggo roan. ha.':' been redneed Uy 2 oz. per 
diem: 

Th~ HO::\IE SECRETARY (Hon. A. G. C. 
Hawthorn, E1wggera) replied--

Xo. "'Cnder :Xos. 3 and 4 ration scales the issue to 
eaeh prisoner daily of 1~ oz. and 16 oz. ot meat re~pec­
tively with bone is. authorised. It wa.s disco"Vered that 
in some ca,.:;es the full weights were being issued with­
out bone ; whereupon instructions were i8sued that the 
scales bhonld be strictly adhered to. 

RAIL\YAY TR:illRRS l'OR LOCO}IOTI\"E ENGI:iES. 

Mr. llliTCHELL (Mrtryuorough) asked the 
Secretary for Railways-

!. How many new locomotive enginP'3 does the 
department intend to call tender~ for: 

2. \Yhat class or classes of engines are to be used~ 
3. When will the tenders be called: 
4. Is it likely tenders will be called shortly for any 

other rolling-stock besides engines ~ 

The 8ECRETARY :FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. G. Kerr, Bc,·coo) replied-

1, 2, 3, 4. Under consideration, hut not yet decided. 

ALLOWA!\OE l'OH 0HPHAN CHILDHEN. 

Mr. ADAMSON (lfiaryuorough) asked the 
Home Secretary-

1. '\Yhy do strangers ·who have charge of l·hildren 
orphaned of their fathers receive a larger sum per week 
per child than do the mothers of the children: 

2. Will he take steps to have thi:i anomaly reetified, 
so that the mothers of the children may be placed on 
an equal footing with the stranger r 

The HOME SECRETARY replied-
!. The Secretary for Public Instruction informs me 

that the preseut llystem in Queensland is based on the 
experienee of Xew tsouth ·wales, where the system of 
boarding-out State children with their widowed or 
aeserted mothers has been in operat.ion for some time. 
rrhe experience of Xew Saut.h \Vales has shown that if 
the allowances are tbe ~a me as in the case of stranger 
foster-parents much imposture arise~, and a direct in­
centive is given to wife desertion. 

2. Provision for increasing the allowances on account 
of the boarding-out of State children has been made on 
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th\' Estimate..; for 2907-8, a.nd the IJece,s~ary amending 
regnlations have heen prepared. Effe\~t will 1Je given 
to those regnlations as soon as the E~timates ha Ye teen 
pa~S"Cl. 

ELECTIOX STATISTIC:-\. 

On the motion of Mr. SU;}I:\'ER (~Yunrlah), 
it was formally resolved-

'fhat there he laid on the table of the House a 
return !'hmving ~ 

1. The to tal number of votes polled at the late 
election. 

3. The number or women voters. 
:3. The number of votes yolled for­

' a) GoYermnent candidates; 
rh! Opposition eandidatcs; 
(c) 'Labour canaidate"'; 
1dJ In<iependent candidates. 

4. The number of application!'i for post~tl Yotes i~sued. 
5. The number of postal votes returned. 
6. The munlJer of postal votes polletl in town elec­

torates. 
7. The number of po~tal votes lJOlled in country 

electoratt:s. 

::\'EW RAILWAYS. 

TABLIXG OF PLA:>s ANIJ CmmrssiO!'>ER's 
REPORTS. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
said: I beg to hty upon the table d the HonHe 
the plans, sections, and books of reference of the 
following proposed rail ways:-

Oaboolture to \Voodford (Xorth Coast line), 
17 miles GO chains. 

Boyne Valley Branch (North Coast line), 31 
miles 73 chains. 

Xew Zealand Gully to Yeppoon (Emu Park 
line), 20 miles l:l chains. 

Extension of the Atherton Itailw"y (Cairns 
Railway), 31 miles H chains; and 

Extension from Kannangur to Blackbutt 
(Brisbane V alley Branch), 28 miles 29 
chains. 

I may state that this is the first batch of railways 
that I have to lay upon the table of the House. 
The object in bringing down these five is that 
they may be passed, so that we can get the men 
who are out of employment to work upon them. 
(Hear, hear!) I also beg to present the reports 
Df the Oommi<·sioner upon the five railways, and 
move that the ]l<tpers be printed. 

Qllestion put and passed. 

ADDRESS IX REPLY. 

RESG)JPTIOX OF DEBATE. 

On this Order of the Day being read-

:\fr. AR;yiSTROXG (Lockycr): The plans of 
the railways laid on the table by the Secretary 
for Ru,ilways R. few minutes ago is sufficient 
excuse for me not detaining the House at any 
great length, but I tlo not wish, on behalf of my 
constituents, to ghu a silent vote on the question 
of the Address to be• presented to His Excel­
lency. \Vith the first and second paragraphs of 
the Address I agree, and with nearly the whole 
of the rest of it I dieag-ree. The matter ha, been 
debated at great length, and I merely wish to 
say that my electors, when the question was put 
before them at the late election, did not look 
upon the 'luestion that had to be decided as 
the constitutional question and the action taken 
by His J<~xcellency. The 'luestion they thought 
of most importance was whether the Upper 
House should be, at the will of the Premier 
for the time being, swamped in order to give 
€ffect to his policy. They looked upon that as 
the only question, and sent me here unoppooed 

[Hon. G. ]{err. 

to voice their view<. Their opm10n is dis· 
tinctly in favour of the action taken by His 
Excellency, and although the n;atter has been 
very fully debated, I do not thmk what trans­
pired up to the dis>olutwn and smce has been 
properly stated. Snpposing, instead of granting 
a diS'·,olution, His Excellency had sent again for 
}Ir. Kidstun, would he not have been m the 
position of being compelled to accept :M:r. Kid­
ston's advice? \Vould he not have had to 
st.ultify hirn,elf in regard to his former action if 
he had done so? Tlmt is the view my electors 
took of the sit,ation, and that is the view which 
I distinctly take. l only wish to deal with two 
portion" ol the Address ,\-hicb have been debat~d 
here. :First of all the postal vote, and then m 
regard to the inclusion of the farmers in the pro­
visions of the Wages Boards Bill. I very much 
regret to think that the women of the towns and 
more populous centres have gone back upon RO 

many of their sisters who live in the country, 
because, as has been well said by the hou. mem­
ber for Albert, there are a verv large number of 
country women voter.s who will be disfranchised 
unless 'the postal vote is allowed to them. 

:i\lr. RYLANIJ: The Government can aa,ctte 
more polling-places. 

l\fr. AR:i\ISTRO="G: You may create, of 
course pollin~-places at every little centre, and 
I pre~ume that every country school will be 
rnade a polling-booth; but even then there are 
women living at considerable distances who can­
not leave their homes and children and house­
hold duties in order to vote. Then, again, apart 
from the question of travelling, there are num­
bere of women who are subject to conditions 
which make it ahs,>lntely impossil:le for them ~o 
go to a polling· boot.h to record thetr votes. It ts 
no use labouring this que;tion, because we shall 
have another opportunity of discussing it: but, 
at any rate my constituency, as being a country 
const~tuen~y, is distinctly in favour of retaining 
the postal vote with certain safeguards. No':", 
dealing with the inclusion of the farmers m 
the \Vages Boards Bill, my constituents were 
absolutely emphatic on the subject. \Vhat­
ever hon. members may say, the Lumers in 
the \Vest }foreton disirict, where the bulk 
of the farming in Southern Queensland is 
carried on were emphatic in regard to this 
matter. ~:\.s has been well said, if you are going 
to include the farmers, and force them to pay 
a definite rate of wages for certan; hours of 
work, it stands to reason that you wtll have to 
pass legislation fixing- a value for the produce 
which they grow. F nless yon do that you can­
not make a hard-and-fast rule as to the hours to 
be worked and the wage> to be paid. Apart 
from that, there are conditions attached to the 
farming industry, as hon. members mn;;t know, 
which d0 not operate in any other industry. 
The farming industry, more tb;w any other, is 
dependent upon a bounteous ram fall, and unless 
we get that we cannot secure any result. \V e 
may spend as much on wages and seed as we 
like, but the return may be insignificant in con­
sequence of the absence of ramfall. If, there­
fore, we pay these wa~es beforehand, it w~il mean 
that the industry will suffe•· very cnnstderably 
through the farmers being included in the pro· 
visions of the \Yages Boards Bill. I hope, see­
ing that such a distinct expression of opinion 
has been given by the farming constituencies, 
with the exception of one in Southern QLteens­
land, that it will have some effect on the gentle­
men occupying the Treasury benches, and those 
gentlemen who support ~h.em on .this side. 
vVith regard to the remammg portton of the 
Address, there is very little to debate at thts 
juncture. :\Iost of the proposed programme 
has been before ue, and the principles of the 
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proposed legislation hc•.Ve been accBpted by the 
leader of this side of the House. But the diffi­
culty with us is that, whilA we accept the prin­
ci;>les of proposed legislation, it is the detaila 
which worry us. The princir~les may be good 
enou;;-h, as the principle of the Vv ages Boards 
Bill is good, but it is the details upon which we 
split. The present party in power proposes 
legislation dictated by the Labour party, who are 
absolutely opposed to all the interests of the 
primary producers. 

A L_\BOcH .HEJ!BEH: Not at all. 

::\Ir .. A.RMSTRUKG : It appears to me that 
they ttre, because they say in regard to the \V ages 
Boards Bill that the farmers must pay a certain 
wage for a certain day's work. 

::\Ir. CmVAP: Who said that? 

::\Ir. AR::\ISTRONG: The ·wages Boards Dill 
says that. 

.l\lr. :\lAY : It is a matter of arrangement 
between the emplo} er and the employee. 

::\Ir. AR1\1STROXG: The farmers are paying 
the wages their business will afford at the pre­
sent time, and their employees are content with 
their wages. I ask any farming me•nber in this 
Chamber if there has e'er been a Jermmd in his 
district, on the part of the employees, for this 
legislation? It is an attempt to place on the 
shoulders of the farmers a burden which the in­
dustry cannot bear. The class of labour that is 
required in the farming districts is there, and 
they are content with the wag0s we are willing 
and able to pay. If you force ns to pay an 
amount which is impossible, it stands to reason 
that the industry has got to suffer. 

::\Ir. CowAP: vVho is going to force you? 

Mr. AR:\1STROl'iG : The employees will 
force it upon the employers. It is well known 
to every member of the Chamber that for every 
employer there are three or fuur employees, and 
they can force the employer into a position 
which hP is absolutelv unable to occupy. One of 
the effects, if this i" forced npon the farming in­
dustry, will be that we shall only employ the 
best class of labour. The old men of sixty-five 
and seventy, who are now pottering on the land, 
content with the wages they are getting, will 
have no place amongst the farmers. \Ve shall 
want the men to be at work by a certain hour, 
and they will have to be kept going until their 
eight hours are up. The elderly workers will 
have to apply for an old age pension or for 
admission into one of the asylnms for the indi­
gent. 

Mr. RYLAXD : 1\ othing of the kind. 

}fr. ARM8TROXG: People who know least 
about a business are a! way« those who imagine 
they "now most. These bon. members here 
who know absolutely nothing about the con­
ditions which prevail in that indu .. try think 
they can tell us how to manage our business. 
It strike; me that we know what i·· !:;est for us. 
Leaving that question, there is only one other 
which l wish to refer to, and that is the ques­
tion raised laHt night by the hon. member for 
Albert in regard to the price of land. I would 
ask the hon. gentlemen on the Treasury bench 
to consider whether they :1re not placing too 
high a price on our lands. The value of land is 
based on the return that can be obtained from it, 
where you have a settled community; but where 
yon have a new country like thi" the conditions 
are different. It is not generally understood 
that it matters little to the individual who has 
to work the land whether the actual value of the 
land is £1 or £40. The land is the material of 
his industry, and if the land is of equal quality 
in both cases it makes no difference in the result. 

But if a man of small means has to pay a higher 
price for his land he has so much the less to S[Jend 
on its development. 

The SECRET.\H y r'OR PcnLIC L.\Xns : .\.re 
you sngge3ting that we are charging too much 
for Crown land? 

Mr. AR::\ISTROXG: Yes. 
The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LAXDS : \V here ? 

::\Ir. AHM8TRO::'\G: Jirnbour, I hear, is one. 
Y on gave so much for it that you are bound to 
cbarge a \er,· high price. l will bring the case 
home to the n-1inister for r.ands in another way. 

The SEcRETAl\Y FOR PcBLIC LA~D> : Take 
ordinary Crown land. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: I am referring particu­
larly to the repurchased estates, and I wish to 
show the tendency of the Administmtion. \V hen 
the Tarampa E;tate was repnrchased by the 
Philp Government the major portion of it was 
resold to the settlers at 20 or 22 per cent. above 
cost price. \Vhen the present Administration 
came into power they did one of the most absurd 
things ever known in the •hape of public land 
itnprovement by draining a la.rgt? area of water 
out of a swamp. The consequence has been that 
the value of the surrounding land has been 
fixed ·at a price equal to that paid for the best 
land;; disposed of to the settlers by the preceding 
Government. Here is a case in point: they 
have raised the price of the land. 

The SE('HE1'AHY POH PUBLIC LA~llS : \Vhat is 
the rfsult? 

Mr. AR::\ISTROXG : The result is that the 
people who purchased those lands will have the 
greatest possible difficulty to make their pay­
ments, and will he unable to develop their pro­
perty. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO I.ANJ>S : I don't 
believe it. 

Mr. ARl\ISTROl\G : I ask the bun. {!entle­
man to get the reports of his officers. 13--sides, I 
know the country from end to end, and surely 
my testimony is of some value. 

The SECRETARY l'OR PcllLIC LM>DS : I be­
lieve you are under a rnisconception. I have 
not heard a single .complaint. This is the first 
I have heard. 

:\Ir. ARMSTRONG: I dare say the hon. 
gentleman has received no complaint from those 
who o-or. their land first, because they got che>tp 
land.n Take, again, the Uoolabunia Scrub. The 
value placed on the lands there is very much 
higher than the value placed in other scrub 
districts, ouch a~ Roeewood, which are close to 
the metropolis. Those lands were taken np at 
2s. Gd. an acre. For the other lands intending 
selector• are charged £2, £3, £4, and £ti an acre. 
Some years ago I moved the adjournment of the 
House to call attention to tl>e high price that 
was being charged for the r•:mrcha<ed e~tates. 
Even the Labour p.nty must ctdmit that rf you 
are going to make your f'.econda.ry industries a 
success, the raw prodnct of your inclustr~- must 
be ch~&p, and is that not equally true of the 
primary industries? If you are going to make 

your people succc·-.sfnl in your prim­
[-± p.m.] ary industries upon the land, then 

the raw materia.! of their industry, 
the land, n:ust be cheap too. I hope to see some 
effort made in this Houoe to bring about this 
position of things. I just want to say a word or 
two with reference to the three-party system 
in this House. I believe the country requires 
us to do .;ome work this session. (Hear, hear !) 
I take it that there are certain questions which 
have been referred tc the country, and U!JOn 
which the country has given an expression of 

Mr . .Armstrong.] 
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opinion. There is no question that we all hope 
to see a democratic coalition in the Chamber, 
amj. I think that, when these pledges have been 
carried out, what the country is looking for is to see 
a. strong Go•, ernment forn1ed with a strong demo~ 
cratic following behind it, which will enable them 
to carry on without having to worry their heads 
about how they cLre going to get business through 
and attend to the administration of their offices, 
knowing they have a majority behind them to 
carry out the neces"ary work which the country 
requires. If that can be bruught abnut, the 
tirnes are au:3picious in Queensland to ri~e and 
move ahead, and bring about a period of pros­
perity which she has not enjoyed for many years. 
I hope hem. members will avoid all personalities. 
I must ·'ay that I think there has been too much 
of it indulged in. The country does not gain 
anything from it, and it does not tend to ad­
vance business in any shapa or form. I shall 
give snpport, under the distinct rlirection of my 
leader, t" the work that he believes should be 
supported in the future. Until there is a coali­
tion brought about, I recognise that we bav<; to 
sit as a strong party in Opposition, opposing the 
Governtnent at every move; but, under the direc~ 
tion of my leader, I shall give all the help I pos­
sibly can to carry on the business of the House. 

•- Mr. ADA::\ISO:K (Ll:faryuorour;h): In rising to 
say a few words on the Address in Reply, I 
desire in the first place to congratulate the mover 
and the seconder of the Address on getting 
through the initial stages of parliamentary work, 
of having made their firBt speecheN, which is 
generally a partieularly nervous perio'l. I also 
wish to congm\nlate the hon. member for Albert 
on the fine eff<Jrt he has made in his maiden 
speech, and I hope tb".t these three gentlemen 
wi11 have a. long and nseiul parliamentary career. 
I would, however, deprecate some of the personal 
remarks which have been made in this Chamber 
during the clebate, and I [J&rticularly re~ent the 
remarks which were made bv the hon. member 
for :B'asoifern the other night. I am sorry the 
hon. gentlenntn is not in hi~ place. 

Mr. ~L~xx : He is never in it. 

Mr. ADA::\ISO::"< : No ; be is never in it except 
when he speaks hirn.self. However, that is a 
side qu-estion now. I resent the ren1A.rks he 
made concerning Labour eltctocs and Labour 
members. He said it would not hav·e mattered 
what kind of man vou put up for a Labour con­
stituency, the Lab,;u r electors are of such a claS3 
-they had so little intelligence or they were so 
prejudiced; there was iiomething so undesirable 
about them-that if there had been a brass 
monkey put up it would have been returned. I 
want to say that that is a libal on the Labour 
electors d Queensland, and also on the mem­
bers who are here this afternoon. 

Mr. RYLAXD: No one pays any attention to 
what he says. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. member 
it not in order. rrhe hon. member for }!.,assifern 
spoke on the amen iment, and consequently a 
reference to a discussion that took place on the 
amendment is out of order at the present time. 
\Ve are dealing wit.h the general queetion now. 

Mr. ADAMSON : I will not pursue that line 
any further, but address myself to the general 
question. I desire to congratulate the Govern­
ment, together with the party that I represent, 
on the success which WA attained at the poll. 
I think that our combined forces will be able to 
pass such legislation this session as will make for 
the welfare of the whole of Queensland, and pro­
mote the wellbeing of all classes ; but it will 
particularly advanca the interests of the hard­
toiling masses-the workers of this State. (Hear, 
hear!) \Ve stand particularly as a working-

[ Mr . .A rmstrong. 

1nan's party, and in every way we can we seek 
to advance their interests, while we also seek 
to advance the general welfare of the State. I 
would also assure the head of the Government 
that this party, during the recent difficulty in 
appointing a Speaker, and also Chairman of 
Committees, had no desire at all to embarrass 
the Government. They only took the stand 
which the members of the party considered to 
be right and in harmony with the important 
and influential position which this party holds 
in the :State and in this Assembly. Repre­
senting the number of electors that we do, and 
knowing that we are one-third of the Home, and 
that but for the postal ballot we would have been 
the hugest party in the House, we wanted greater 
consideration than the leader of the Government 
was pr<-'pared to give us at first, as we thought 
we had a ri!(ht to some of the honours and 
emoluments which are in the gift of this House. 
(Hear, hear !) \Ve are glad tbat this right has 
been rer~<;nised and conceded by the head of the 
Government, even if he did it under pressure. I 
regret the unwise and bitter, prejudiced and par­
tisan action which the Opposition has taken up 
thiH session. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Order ! You must not use 
bad language. 

Mr. ADAMSON: You do not always study 
your language; it would be a good thing if you 
did sometimes. 

Hon. R. PHJLP: I no not profess to be a saint 
like you. 

Mr. ADAMSON: I am glad the programme 
of last session has been taken up, and I think it 
will be curried to a successful issue. I think I 
can say that w bile this party will give the Go­
vernment their loyal support in seeking tu carry 
out that programme, it will als0 reserve its 
undoubted right to criticise, and if necessary 
amend, the Bills to be brought forward by the 
Government. I deeply regret that we ,ue not 
able to talce up the Bills which were adopted 
in t.his Assembly last session, and send them 
to the gentlemen in the other place, and ask 
them to give effect to the will of the people 
of Queensland as expressed in 11107, and empha­
sised again in 1908. (Hear, hectr !) This, by 
an eas-y transition, it see:n1s to me, leads 1ne 
to the constitutional question. \Vhile I do not 
hold the pr~sent Government-and particularly 
the head of the Government-blameless for the 
recent political crisis, I do hold that the chief 
offenders in tbi• matter werfl the men at present 
sitting in the cold shades on the Opposition side 
of the House. (Hear, hear !) I say they are tl_le 
chief offenders, because they thwarted the w11l 
of the people of Queensland, as expl'essed by the 
repeated votes of the majority of tbe newly­
elected representatives of this country in this 
House last session. 

Hox. 11. PHILP: :M:r. Speaker,-I rise to a 
point of order. ls it in order for an hon. mem­
ber to come in to this House and read his speech 
word for word as the hon. member for Mary­
borough is rloing? It is a thing unheard of in 
this House. 

A GoYRRX~!RXT ME~ITIER: He is only using 
his notes. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I do not know 
whether the bun. member is reading his speech 
or not. It is for the hon. gentleman himself to 
say whether be was reading it or not. 

Hon. R. PHILP : He is reading a sermon to 
us. 

The SPEAKER: I cannot say whether the 
hon. member was reading or not. 'fhat is for 
himself to say. 

Hon. R. PHILP : He was reading all the time. 



Address in Repl,y. [13 lVIancH.] Address ~n Reply. 125 

Mr. ADAMSON: I am reading words which 
suggest other words. I would suggest to the 
hon. gentleman that it would be a good thing- for 
this House if the hon. gentleman would read his 
speeches himself, instead of making the kind of 
speeches he does from time to time. 

LABOUR :U!DIDER~ : Hear, hear ! 

:\fr: ADAMSO:::-.r: For a man who has been 
twenty years in Parliament, >1.nd for a man who 
has had the experience which he has had, I hold 
that the speech he delivered the other night 
was a shameful exhibition of an ill-prepared 
speech, when the hon. gentleman might have 
been prepared thoroughly on the question. How­
ever, that is outside the question. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Is that language in order, 
:\fr. Speaker ? 

The SPEAKER: Xo; I do not think it is 
quite parliamentary to say that anythint; an 
hon. member does in this Housp is a shameful 
exhibition. 

Mr. ADA1ISOX: I will withdraw the words 
"shameful exhibition," and I will say that it 
wqs not such an exhibition as was to he expected 
from a man of the experience of the hon. the 
leader of the Opposition. I hoid that the advice 
tendered by the Pbilp Government to His Excel­
lency the Go\'ernor was in SJ_~irit unconsti­
tutional advice; and though His Excellency 
acted, in my ovinion, within his undoubted 
ri,S{hts in dissolving ParHan1ent, yet the advice 
given him by ::Yir. Philp was ill-advice. 

Hon. R. PHILP: He is still reading his -,peech. 
::Yir. ADAMSOX : That advice was injurious 

to the welfare of this State. It w:;s tendered to 
His Excellency by men who cared more for thPir 
own party in t8rests than they cared for the welfare 
of the people of Queensland. That is my opinion, 
at any rate, whatever opinion the hon. gentlemen 
opposite may hold, and yet Mr. Camvbell, the 
late 1Iinister for Railways, when he S]JOke at 
Caboolture, had the audacity to say there that 
the 1nen in power were men v;ho were not 
bitterly partisan, but were men who represented 
their country, and men who cared more for their 
"ountry than anything else, and he went so far 
as to implore the aid of the Deity to send to the 
country such men as these, and he quoted 
these words from Oliver \Vendell Holmes--
God give ns men n time like this demands, 
Great hettrts, strong minds, true faith, and willing hands, 

~Ien whom the lm:t of offiee doe~ not kill, 
:J'Ien 'vhom the spoils of office cunnot buy, 

31en who possess opinions and a will, 
Men who have honour, men who will not lie. 

And yet, all the time be belonged to a Go?ern­
ment which violated the spirit of the Constitu­
tion to obtain office, and who were then clinging 
to office like limpets to a rock, or like a porous 
plaster to the chest of a sick man. They cared 
more about having to do with the Treasury chest 
than they cared about the welfare of Queensland. 
\Vith your permission, Mr. Speaker, I will tell 
this House why I think Mr. Phi!p and his asso­
ciates acted unconstitutionally in tendering His 
Excellency the ad vice which they did. I am 
reminded here that, in speaking upon this con­
stitutional question, the hon. member for Albert, 
Mr. Appel, last night, as a lawyer, said~he did 
not me the exact words, but he hinted it-that 
"fools rush in where angels fear to tread." At 
any rate, he said that laymen sometimes talk 
about things that lawyers, who are more experi­
enced in these matters, hesitated to speak about. 
\Vel!, I am a layman, and I claim the ri~ht, as a 
layman, to have my opinion on the constitutional 
questiou as it affected the recent political crisis, 
and I claim the right to utter my opinions on 
that question just as other men have uttered 
them here in this Chamber. I would like to 

say that, in my opinion, Mr. Philp and those 
associated with him acted unconstitutionally, 
because they advised His Excellency to grant a 
dis•ulutinn notwithstanding the fact that the 
late House carried what was practically a vote 
of censure on them. It was a vote of want of 
confidence five times in one day-and that 
House was only a newly-elected House-a 
Hou;e which hfld only been in exi,tence about 
six rnonths. Now, I hold, according tn our 
unwritten Oonstitntion, that the Houee of Com­
mons in GrefLt Britain and the Legislative 
Assembly in Queensland are the controlling and 
governing bodies in these conntrie~. Here, as a 
layman, I would like to giYe my authority for 
making this statement. Professor Yreeman, in 
his "Growth of the English Constitution," 
says-

\Ye have now a whole S}'Stem ofpolitica1moralit]'~a 
whole code of precepts for the gniLlancP. of public men, 
which will not be found in any page either of the 
Statutes m· common law, bnt which in practice :1.re held 
hardl\T less s~cred than auy principle embodied in the 
Great' Charter, or ju the Petition of Right. In short, 
by the side of on~ w-ri.tten law 1 here has grown up an 
unwritten conventional Constitution. . . ~\..famous 
vote of the House of Commons, passed on the motion 
of a great st~ttesman, once declarerl tllat tlle then 
Ministers of the Crown diU not posRess the confidence 
of the House of Commons, a.nd that their continuance 
in office was therefore at variance 'vith the ~pirit of the 
Constitution. 

You will find that quotation on page lOD of Pro­
fessor Freeman', book. X ow, I bold that a 
similar motion was pa8serl by the late Assembly 
in this House during last year, and that the tak­
ing of office under such circutn.stanc(js as thP. 
Philp Ministry did was a distinct violation of 
the spir1t of the Constitution by Mr. Pbilp and 
those associaterl with him. In order to clinch 
this argument, let rne again quote from Professor 
Freeman's book-
But in the eye of the unwritten Constitution tlli Prime 
Minister and the Cabinet of which he i~ the head form 
the main fe·itnre of our s~·stem of government. It is 
plain at a moment's glance that the practical power of 
the Crown is not what it \vas in the reign c,f \Yilliam 
the Third, or eYen of George the Third. But the change 
is dne far less to change in the written law than 
to changes in tbe unwritten Constltution. The law 
1eaYes the power of the Crown untouched, but the Con­
stitution requires that those powers should be exercised 
by such persons, and in ~uch a manner, a~ may be ac­
ceptable to a majority of the House of Commons. In all 
these ways, in a manner silent and indirect, the Lower 
House of Parliament, as it is still deemed in formal 
rank. has become the really ruling power in the nation. 
There ii:~- no greater contr~st than that which exists be­
tween the humility of its former dealing 11 with the 
Crown, ~nd even with the Upper Hon:::.e, and the reality 
of the irresistible power \Yhich it now exercises over 
both of them. 

If this is true-if it is true that this Assembly has 
the choo"ing, controlling, and governing power 
in this Home-if it is above the Ministers, above 
the Governor or King in the local affairs of the 
State of Queensland-! hold that .!\Ir. Pbilp 
violated the spirit of the Constitution when he 
advised the Governor to grant a dissolution of a 
six-months-old Parliament, and these words on 
the Address in Reply are a proof of this matter~ 

·we would also respectfully expre~s our regret­
'fhn.t Your l~xcellency should have seen tit to di~:~solve 

a Parliament newly elected-a Parliament perfecny 
able and willing to carry on bns:.iness provided Your 
Exeellency took to your counsels adnser8 in whom 
Parliament had "!Onfidence. 

1~hat a course was adopted injurious to the State's 
best interests through t.he delay involved (by the disso­
lution of Parliament) in the carrying out of needful 
public works. 

I hold that Mr. Philp and those ossociated with 
him violated the spirit of the Constitution in 
advising His Excellency to grant a dissolution 
without Supply having been voted. Of course, 
I know there are constitutional authoritiecl who 

Mr . .Adamson.l 
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say that the voting of Supply is not at all neces­
S>Lry now, that such a thing- is becoming obsolete, 
that Supply is not needful to the granting- of a 
dissolution. Profeosor Hearn says that, but I 
am of opinion that the best authorities are 
against the Profesoor. l\Ir. Kidston wad right 
the other night when he said the power to grant 
Supply is the vnly way that the representative 
Chamber can control the Execntive authority. 
Let me give you my authority for .<ayiog this. 
\Yalter Bagehot, in his interesting book on the 
English Constitution, says-

'roc ultimate authority in the liinglish Constitution 
i:. the ne-..vly~eleC'ted House oF Commons. No matter 
whet he-t: the question upon whic 11 i.t dectdes be adminis­
trative or legislati.vl!;j; no matter whether it concel'llS 
high matters of e~.<sential Const1tntion or small matters 
of daily detail; no matter whether it be a qnestion of 
making a -..var or continuing a. war; no matter whether 
it be the imposiug ot a tax or the issuing of a paper 
currency; no matter whether it he a qnestion relating 
to India or Ireland. or I~ondon-a. newly.elected House 
of Commor:s cnn clespotically an cl finally resolve. 

If that can be done in the British House of 
Common,, this As5embly can do the same in the 
local affairs of Queensland. I shall now cite the 
well-known case of i::Jir Charles Darling. Sir 
Charles Darling- was reprimanded by l\Ir. Co,ld­
well, the then Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
!lond then recalled for acting in the, way indicated 
--that i~, in granting a dissolution '1.rithout 
Supply having been voted. The following is 
what Mr. C.1ldwell said on that occasion:-

In thne three rr·"pects-in collecting duties without 
the sanction of law, in contracting a loan without the 
sanction of lttw, and in paying salaries withont the 
sanrtion of bL\v-the Governor departed from the prin­
ciple of conduct announced by him:-;elf. I deeply regret 
tlu~. I am qmtc ~nrc that all right, honest, intelligent 
colonist~ ·will agree \Vith me in thmking the powers of 
the Crown ought never to be nsed to cultivate or facili­
tate any act which is requlred for an immediate politi­
cal purpose, but which is forbidden by law. 

In my opinion those high authorities are against 
the advice tendered to His Excellency by Mr. 
Philp, and I hold that the Address in Reply is 
perfectly right and perfectly in harmony with 
our Constitution when it says-

·vre would further state-
That as representatives of the people of Queensland 

we desire to place on record our di!:lapproval of the 
methodg employed to obtain control of £!387,000 of 
puhlic moneys, after the Legislative Assembly, in the 
exerci.se of ito;: undoubted rights, had not only not 
given "express authority," but had absolutely refused 
so to do. 

That while we rAcogniHe the extensi.ve powers of the 
Royal prerogati...-e with which Yottr };x,cellency is 
ve~ted, we yet maintain that constitutional practice 
requires that those powers should be exerch.ed by snch 
persons, and in such manner, as may he acceptable 
to a majority of this House; and that the manner in 
which Your Excellency's late advisers connselled the 
exercise of yonr pO\Y{~rs wa:-; an invasion of our rights 
as a self-governing people, an.i that this Honse here 
real:'sert~ its undonbtecl right-by granting or with­
holding Supplie~-to control the Executive Government 
of QneBnsland. 

I hold that in advising· His :Excellency to grant 
a dissolution without Supply being voted Mr. 
Hobert Philp and those agsociated with him 
violated the spirit of the Constitution. 
OPPOSITIO~ ME31BERS : N ,,, no ! 

l\Ir. ADA:\ISO~: I do not care how often you 
say "::'i:'o." I hold that the con8titutional 
authorities ,,y that that is so, and I have heard 
nothing from this side of the Home yet to refute 
that statement. But, further, I think the advice 
tendered by Mr. Philp to His Excellency was a 
violation of the Constitution because it was 
given for a distinctly party purpose, and in so 
far RS it was given for that purpose it was selfish 
advice, and Mr. Philp has placed the Governor 
before many people in Queensland in the light 
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of a party man. I do not say, indeed I do not 
think, His :Excellency is a partisan. I do not 
think he would be so utterly foolish as to degrade 
his high office by allowing himself to be dragged 
into party politice. Nevertheless, that, is what 
Mr. Philp has done for His Excellency Lcn·d 
Chelmsford, and he ought to have known better; 
he ought to have had more regard for the high 
position which the Governor hold< that! to do 
such a thing. Anent this matter, Sir Ed ward 
Bulwer Lytton, writing to Sir George Bowen, 
said-

Remember that the first care of the Governor in a 
free conutry is to shun the reproach of being a p~trty 
man~ 

Lord Elgin also said-
A Governor must give himself constitutional sup­

port. He must not manifest any bias towards any 
party. lie mnst not give a dissolution merely to 
strengthen any party. 

I am of opinion thrtt Robert Phi! p advised the 
Governor to grant a dissolution for purely party 
purposes-he wished to snatch the reins of 
power. 

HoN. R. PHILP: I rise to a point of order. 
The hon. member is reading his speech, and, in 
disregard of the forms of the Ilonbe, he is allud­
in" to me a5 Robert Philp. I am now member for 
T.;'wnsville. \Vhat this man is doing is rPading 
a sermon, lJ.nd hiJ refers to me as ltobert Philp 
when I should be addressed as the hon. member 
for Townsville. 

The SPEAKER: Of course, the hon. member 
is not in order in addressing the bun. member for 
'l'ownsville in that form, and he is more particu­
larly out of order if the hon. member referred to 
objects to it hut there have been mistakes made 
by hon. me:Ubers in that respect a!J round the 
House. 

Hon. R. PHILP: He is deliberately reading 
his speech. 

The SPEAKEl't: As regards the hon. m em her 
reading his speech, that is distinctly out of order. 
I ask the hon. m em her whether he is reading his 
speech or not? 

Mr. AlJAMSON: I just wish to say, in reply 
to the leader of the Opposition, that I never 
intended to be disrespectful. I have no desire 
to be discourteous or to say anything disrespect­
ful. I have not said a disrec<pectful word about 
the hon. member personally. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Yes, you have. 
Mr. ADAMSON : I have referred to what he 

has done politically, and have not referred to 
him in his private capacity in any w.1y, or to 
him as a man. I arn speaking about what he has 
done politically. With regard to the paltry 
objection he has made, it seems to me that it is 
just about worthy of his attitude in other 
matters. I wish to say that I am not reading 
my speech. The points of my speech are written 
out in paragraphs that I refer to as I go along, 
and there are a great many more words uttered 
than are written here. It is a pitiable thing that 
l\Ir. Philp cannot find something better to cavil 
at. I am of opinion that the Hon. ltobert Philp, 
the member for Townsville, in advising His 
Excellency to grant a dissolution in the way he 
did, did it for partisan purposes. He did not do 
it because he thought about the welfare of 
Queensland, and I think he has placed His 
Bxcellency in a very unenviable position in the 
eyes of the people of Queensland and in the 
eyes of the people of the British Empire as well. 

Mr. KEOGH: The majority of the people of 
Queensland said "No." 

Mr. ADAMSON: The majority of the people 
of Queensland said you were in the wrong in 
every way. 
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Mr. 1L-\XWELL: They didn't say "Ko "­
they said "Go!" 

Mr. ADAMSOK: I would like to ask when 
ought a dissDlution to be granted? Constitu­

tional authorities, as far as I have 
[4.30 p.m.] been ahle to consult them, see.m to 

agree that a dissolution ought only 
to be granted in extreme ca~es, and rarely, if 
ever, without Supply having been gTanled. 
Governor Robinson in New South \Vales, and 
Governor \Veld in 'Tasmania, refusect to grant a 
dissolution unlt•ss Supply was first obtained. 
Governor \Veld wrote-

Notlling but the most extreme and clear public 
necessity would jnstify the Crown in dissolving after 
Supply bad been refuHed. 

He also told the Premier that, in the event of 
Supply being refused, he would require him to 
send in his resignation. The action taken by 
these Governors was upheld by the leading 
authorities in England. Can anyone who knows 
the facts say that tbe hon. member fc•r Towns­
ville gave advicP in an extren1e caRe or in a case 
of necessitv? There was no n•3ed for a dis~olu­
tion of Parliament. The House was willing to 
go on with the business of the country. Hon. 
members said that they would do everything 
that the country had >tsked them to do, but 
they would not supJ.JOrt people who h>td got into 
the position of Ministers in a waY that was 
altogether apart from the spirit of the Constitu­
tion. 

Mr. KEOGH: \Vho created that position? 
Mr. ADAMSON : There were many things 

that tended to create that position ; but that has 
nothing to do with the question. They gave 
wrong advice, in my opinion. That is about all I 
want to say on the constitutional CJUestion. These 
are the three points in which I thmk the hon. 
member for Townsville made a great mistake. 
He asked for a dissolut.ion without any adef]uate 
reason for asking for it ; he asked for it without 
Supplies having been granted, when there was 
no need for asking for it in tha.t way ; and he did 
it, in my opinion, for distinctly party purposes, 
in order that he might get on to the Treasury 
benches with those with whom he was associated. 
Another question with which I would like to 
deal briefly is the question of the Upper House, 
because, after all, that was the thing that led up 
to the crisi<·'· Everybody knows that it was the 
reference of the leader of thR Opposition to the 
Hon. Mr. Tbynne as the real Premier of Queens­
land that led to the Kidston Government taking 
up the position thev did last year. I ask, Is it 
not about time that the Upper House was either 
mended or ended? I would ask hon. members 
to remember that since lfl03 tlutt House has 
rejected a Bill to abolish the poll tax. It re­
jected an arlult franchise measure, and a special 
session wa, called to pa&s it. In 1905, in the 
regular session, four Bills were thrown out; in 
1906 other four Bills were thrown out; and in 
1907 the Postal Ballot Bill and the '.V age;. Boards 
Bill were also thrown out. 

2\Ir. J E)IK!)ISOK : That is not true-they were 
not thrown out. 

Mr. ~\DA:MSOX: \Vel!, they were amended 
in such a w»y that the majority of the represen­
tatives of the people of Queen,land were not 
prepared to accept them. The amendments 
were such as to destroy the intentions of the 
Government in p»ssing those measures. I am 
not going to say what •hould be done with the 
Upp~r House. The head of the Government 
will deal with that, and is already preparing the 
way to deal with it ; but I want to say that it 
is not true, as hon. m em hers over here have 
said, that we were not returned at the polls to 
support the Government in amending the Upper 
House. It is perfectly true. 

1\Ir. KEOGH: Xo; you were returned to make 
away with them. 

1\Ir. ADAJ\ISO:i'\: That is true. \\'e have 
gone to the country f,n a number of years upon 
that cry; but we agreed with the le>tder of the 
Government to fight this constitutional battle 
together, and we ag-reed that, whatever his 
policy was in amending the F pper House, if we 
could not get its abolition, we wonld stand by 
him and asf3ist hitn in every 'vay we could, as a, 

means to an end, and aR a step in the right direc~ 
tion. Another thing that has arisen out of this 
crisis is the question of what is to be done with 
the position of Governor in this State. Is a 
State Governor, appointed in England, any 
longer a necessity? 

LABOl:R J\IE)!BEHS: Ko, no! 

Mr. ADAMSO:i'\: If we are to have a Go­
vernor, would it not be better to have an Aus­
tralian-{hear, hear !)-and wnulct it not be 
better to follow the example of Canacla, and, 
when the Upper Home is done away with, 
simply have a Lieutenant-Governor, appointed 
by the l'ederal Parliament'? \Vbat is the policy 
of the Labonr p~rty in this matter? The aboli­
tion of State Governors. \Ve hold that, since 
we have the l'edeml Parliament, and h»ve a link 
with the old country in the per•on of the 
Governor-General, that is all that is required, 
and we can do without a Governor appointed 
from the old country. As far as this party is 
concerne<l, we will try to bring that about as 
soon as possible. Another thing that it seems 
to rne has arisen out of thf' crisis is-what is 
best to be done in regard to the form".tion of 
1\Unistries to control the busiue•s ,,f this House? 
It seems to me that it has become undesirable 
that any one man-whether it be in a tilf or 
wheth~·r it be m any other way, should be r,ble 
to disorganise the business of this House and 
this country in the way it was a few months ago. 
I have come to the conclusion that the best 
thing that can be done is to have elective 
Ministries. 

Mr. KEOGH: I am with you there. 

Mr. AD~.\.MSOK: I am glad there is some­
thing llfJOn which we can agree, It would be a 
good thing to have elective Ministries, and then, 
if anybody became dissatisfied, or was not able 
to do just what be wanted, anct wanted to get 
out of the position, or to do something the House 
did nob want him to cto, we could dispense with 
his services, and take somebody else in his pbce 
and the bnsiness of the country could go on 
for the whole term of the Parliament. Per­
sonally, I advocate elective i\linistriee, and that 
is another plank in the Labour platform which 
we will give effect to as soon as we can. I 
come now to the CJuestion of the oostal vote. 
Some people sav that the postal vote ought to 
be amended. \Vhen the time comes fnr ctiscuss­
ing it, I shall give my reasons for holding that 
the only way to amend the postal ballot is to 
end it-sweep it out of existence-and prevent 
the corruption that has been going nn in the 
cunntry at the two last general elections. In 
relation to the wages boards that the bon. 
member for Lockyer talked so mnch about, I 
want to say that such hoards will not do any 
harm to the farmers. }!any of the farmers in 
this State are intelligent men, who are CJUite 
prepared for wages boards. 

Mr. KEOGH: Ko. 

Mr. ADAJ\ISON: Well, in the Dallarnil 
Scrub the farmers, as a whole, signee! the nomi­
nation paper of the present member for Burnett, 
and the Maranoa Farmers' Association ex­
pressed their belief in wages boards. \Vben 
members get up and tell us that wages boards 
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have to do with hours and with the arbitrary 
£xing of wages, and all that kinr:l of thing, one 
cannot help laughing, and feeling that a man 
who does tnat is either wilfully misrepresenting 
things or else he does not know what he is 
talking about. 

Mr .• TENKINSOX: That is about your posi­
tion, if you say it does not contain those provi­
Slons. 

J\lr. ADAMSON: Wages boards are simply 
conciliation boards. 

}Ir. ,JEXKIXsON : That is a.hsolutely untrue, 
and you ought to know better than say so. You 
don't know the Bill. 

Mr. A DAM SOl\: Have you read it? 
::\Ir. JE!\'KIXSOX: I have read it, and under­

stand it, and that is more than you do. 

}lr. ADAMSOl\: The hon, member ''as 
referred to yesterday as a walking encyclop,.,dia 
-there is no doubt his knowledge is gigantic; 
and when he tells anybody to hold his pPace he 
should be silent; but if the hon. member says 
that w.<ges boards are a.rbitmry boards, then he 
does not know what he is talkin;; about. I 
worked very hard for the hon. member in the 
Fassifern district in order to secure his return, 
anc'. I have been very sorry for it. I am very 
sorry indeer:l that I ever helped him. 

}Ir. .TENKINSON: You did it Yoluntarily; 
nobody asked you to do it. 

Mr. ADAMSOX: You were very glad to get 
the ao>istance of anybody. 

}fr. JEXKIXSON: So is every member of Par­
liament. 

}fr. ADA::\fSON: I am sorry I worked for a 
man of the character of the hon. member for 
Fassifern. 

}Ir. JENKINSON: I am not likely to come to 
you for a character. You have too bad a one 
your,elf. 

:\Ir. ADAMSON : As far as my chamcter i• 
concerned, it will stand putting alongside the 
hon. member's. However, that i~ n1y opinion in 
regard to the \V ages Boards BilL Instead of 
hurting the farmers, it will help b<Jth the farmer 
and the farm labourer, and make the difficulty of 
living a great. deal less than it is. 

:\Ir . .J ENKINSON : You do not believe th[Lt. 

Mr. ADAMSON: I do. I believe it honestly. 
Now, wo have had during this deb[Lte a great 
deal of talk about rowdine"s at publie meetings, 
and the man who has made the most noise and 
interruption this afternoon is the man from 
whom we have heard most about it. I want to 
say that it seems to me that at very many public 
meeting; the difficulty is caused by the men who 
are speaking. And the Brisbane Press-the 
unfair Brisbane Press, the base Brisbane Press, 
the Press that stooped to the lowest depth to 
which it could stoop-did more to hring about 
rowdy public meetingo in and around Brisbane 
than anything else. I would just like to read an 
extract here fror.:r ,John JYiorley's "Compromise," 
because it seems to me very appropriate to this 
particular question. He says-

Then there is the newspaper Press, that huge engine 
for keeping di~cnssiou on a low level a,nd making the 
political te-.t 1inal. To take otl' the taxes on knowledge 
waSi to place a heavy tax on broad and independent 
opinion. The multiplication of journals delivering 
'brawling judgments unashamed on all things all day 
long- has done m1wh to dea.den the small fotock of iudi­
"'idnality in public vcrdlcts, and to make vulgar ways 
or looking at tbings and vnlgar ways of speaking or 
them stronger and stronger by formulating and repeat­
ing and sterevty)Jing them inr,r.ssantly from morning 
until afternoon, and fron1 year's end tu year's end. For 
a newspaper must live, and to live it must please, and 
it8 conductors suppose, perhaps not altogether rightly, 
that it can only please by being very cheerful towards 
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prejudices, very chilly to general theories. loftily dis­
dainful to the men of principle. Their one ery to the 
advocate o~ an improvement is some sagacious silliness 
about rec>ognising the limits of the practicable in 
l)Olitics, and seeing the nece,.,sity of adapting theories 
to faets. As if the fact of taking a broader and 
wiser view than the vulgar crowd disqualifies a 
man from knowing what the view of the vulgar 
crowds h~ppens to he, and from esthnating it at 
the proper value for 1Jl'Rctiral purposes. lfhr are 
the men who despair of improvement to be t,he 
only persons endowed with the gift of diseerning 
the practicable? It is, however, only too easy to 
understand how a jonrna.l cxistmg for a day should 
limit its view to the possihilitie~ of the day, and how, 
being most elosely affected by the particular, it should 
coldly tnrn its back upon all that is general. And it is 
easy, too, to understand the reaction of thi., intellectuRl 
timorou:me!:'s upon the minds of ordinary readers, who 
ha,ve too little natural force and too little cultivation 
to be able to resist the narrowing and deadly effect of 
the daily iteration of poor short-siJhted common­
places. 
That extract seems to fit the case of the Brisbane 
Press. It iterated and reiterated the same 
things day in and day out for weeks and months 
until one came to the conclusion that the articles 
that appeared the day before were the same 
articles put in on the following day with some 
sentences transposed. T,here was nothing ori­
ginal in tharn on the que,;Lion of "oci»lism, and 
they only placed a one-sided and garblerl state­
ment concerning its ad vacates before the electors. 
And that brings me to another thing I wltnt to 
refer to-the statements made by the hon. mem­
ber for Bnlimba. He mnde a statement in some 
of his speeches to the effect that 'ocialists were 
seeking to undermine society and to break the 
marriag·e tie. 

Mr. \V. H. BARNES: Some of them, I said ; is 
that nob correct? 

:i\fr. ADAJ\ISO::'\' : If it is true, it is not only 
some of the socialists who do that, but also some 
of the individualists. There are good men on 
the socialist as "eii as on the individualist side. 
There are religious men on the socialist as weii 
as on the individualist side, and if the hon. 
gentleman knew that-as he admits he knew it­
why did he use an argument of that kind? 

Mr. \V. H. R"RNES: Evidently you r:lid not 
like it. 

Mr. ADAl\ISO::-.J: n did not injur~ me one 
iota, but I considered that it was unfair. 

Mr. \V. H. BARNES: You tried to dnwn me. 
Mr. ADAMSOl'i': I knew the hon. member to 

be a good man, but I huld that Tom :i\lann, and 
others to whom he alluded, were quite as good 
men as he is, and as earnest in seeking the good 
of humanity. Perhaps some hon. members do 
not know Tom Mann, but I do. 

:\fr. JENKINSOX : Tom J'iiann was fined for 
adulterating beer. 

Mr. MAXWELL : And you have been fined for 
libelling people. 

Mr. ADA::YISON : If the hon. member had 
been treated as he should have been, the South 
Brisuane Hemld would have been suppressed 
before now. I want te say that one of the lead­
ing men in the Christian church in America, 
Lyman Abbot, utters words like these-

Socialism and Christianity, then, agree in two funda­
mental respects. They both aim to secure the reorgani­
sation of society, and such a reorganisation of society 
as shHll give g1:eater diffusion of virtue, intelligence. 
and power to the people. Iu these two respects they 
are allied, both are social and both are democratic in 
their purpose. 

And \Vashington Gladden says-
Every Christian who understands and earnestly 

accepts the teacbing of his )faster is at heart _a 
socialist, and every socialist, whatever may be h1s 
hatred agah1st all religion, bears within himself an 
unconscious Christianity. 
Those men know more about religion and 
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Christianity than the hon. member for Bulimba. 
In a book just newly published, and written by 
the Rev. Mr. Campbell, of the City Tabernacle, 
London, and dealing with the question of Chris­
tianity and the social order, he deals with the 
question of socialism and the marriage tie, and I 
advise the hon. member to get that book and 
read it. If he had read a course of socialistic 
literature he would know that while there are 
some men who are not all that they should be, 
there are others who are working in every way 
for the advancement of all that is highest and 
best in life. Regarding this matter a recent 
writer in Lon,ion Opinion says-'-

The rights and m·ougs of socialism ~till fill columns 
of the daily va11crs, and one finds -socialists now-a-days 
everrwhere. In the church, Father J._dderley, Rev. 
Percy Dearmer, a few deans, and perhaps a bit;ho-p. ln 
the chapel, }fr. CamplJell, Dr. Cli1Iord, ~iark Guy 
Fearse, ReY. J. Rattenbury, Rev. JUr. Pnghe, and 
many others. In literature, lVIr. Cunningham Gra­
hamc. :Jlr. II. G. \fells. Jerome K. Jerorne, Robert 
Blatehford, a nU man;,. others. In the theatre, :Mr. G. 
B. Shaw and .Jir. Granville Barker. In science, Dr. 
Alfred Rnssell "~allaca and Sir Oliver Lodge. 'l'here 
are socialists in the House of Commons, and the heir to 
an earldom has announced his adherence to the faith. 
It is even rumoured that two :>ochtlists are members of 
the Stock Exchange, but this seems doubtful. 
I want to tell the hon. member for Bulimba that 
whatever he may ''"Y about socialism and the 
marriage tiP, it is simply an election cry, and 
does not reflect any cre<lit on his head, it does 
not reflect any credit on his heart, and doe~ not 
reflect any credit on his Christian principles. 
:::-<ow, just a word or two in regard to my own 
ele0tomte. I hope the Secretary for Lands will 
take notice of the fact that we are very desirous 
of having some railways built in the electorate of 
J\Iaryborough, and we hope tho,t in the next 
budget of railways our district will be remem­
bered. 

Mr. KEOGH: You have done very well up to 
the present. 

Mr. ADAl\1tiO::S: \Ve want still to do well, 
both for the public and for our comtituents. I 
will bring my remarks to a close with a word or 
two from the propagandist standpoint. \Vhy 
does this party exist at all? It exists in order 
to better conditions for the hard toilers of the 
world. It exists in order to make the land laws 
of the world more humane and more in harmony 
with what they ought to be than they are at the 
present time. \Ye hold that the land question 
is the bedrock question. \Ve hold thab the 
leasehold system is the best system; and, if we 
could have our way, we would not permit the 
sale of Crown land in any quantity at all. 

Mr. IV. H. BARXES : But your party sup­
ported the sale of Crown lands. 

Mr. ADA:\ISON: \Ve sanctioned it simply 
becauoe we were supporting a better lot of 
people than those who are now• on this side, and 
it must be admitted that they sold land, acd 
not in very small quantities either; whereas, 
if the Opposition could have their way, they 
would sell all Queensland if they possibly 
could. The reason w h v we take this stand 
on the land que&tion ,is that two-thirds of 
England, nine-tenths of Ireland, and nineteen­
twentieths of Scot]alld are held in ownership by 
a small gruup of persons. In Xew South \Vales 
over 50,000,000 acres have been alienated, and 
about one-half is in the hands af 70:1 p Jople or 
institutions. So, at least, says Coghlan in his 
latest book, published just before he left this 
country. There is another reason why this party 
is here ; that is, to try to get some of the wealth 
that is produced for the wealth producers-to 
do away with the middleman, who gets far more 
of it than he onght to get. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Have yon never been a 
middleman ? 

1908-K 

:\Ir. AD A M SON": ::'\o. Since I was ten years 
of age I haYe been a worker, a servant of the 
people, trying to elevate them tn the highest and 
the best. And the men with whom I am asso­
ciated are a] ways trying to lead them to some­
thing higher am! better. Here is bow land has 
been exploited in Great Britain and America : 
Half of the wealth uf Great Britain is held by 
one fifteen-hundredth part of the population. 
It is as if a cake were cut in half, one-half being 
given to one man and the other half being divided 
amongst 1,499 men. In 1898 the estates of seven 
persons were proved "t over £45,000,000. In 
America, 1 per cent. of the population owns 
54·8 per cent. of the wealth; 10'9 per cent. of 
the population possess 32'0 per cent. of the 
wealth; 38·1 per cent. of the population have 
13·0 per cent. of the wealth ; whilst G,230,000 
familieE, forn1ing 30 per r~n1t. uf the population, 
are put down as having no wealth. President 
Roose,·eld t has been compelled to deal with the 
trusts and to control the power of the money 
lords, and the consequence is that the financial 
magnatP-. of ~.\rnerica arP fighting against hhn 
tooth n.nd nail, and seeking to prevent his rew 
election in every way they possibly can. An 
eminent American writer btts said-

King power, slaYe power, money power~ Two of 
them have fallen. \rlw ·will tackle the third:- It will 
be no operation of pin pricl;:s, but it will rellUire a sharp 
knife, a stutdy h~Lnd, and a dcterminecl heart. As 
Andrcw Jackson took the l'nitccl States Bank by the 
throat, :-;o the selfish gamblers of to-dav, whosf· aut hen tic 
exploit•-: arc chronicled in our magazines month after 
montll1 and in the daily reports or in\7 estigalion corn~ 
mittees, and vollost: pawns are ftesh and blood, must be 
shorn of their -privilege and sent bhck chastened to the 
place of equal opportunity voith their felJOw citizens. 
W,..P need a man who will go into the Senute o£ the 
United States. and into the Ways and Means Committee 
room, with a whip of slllall cords, and it is high time he 
was here. 

'Washington Gladden, lecturing in 1905 before 
the students of Yale College, said-

There is no man in any prison in this country who 
has done a hundredth part as much to make society 
im110ssible as has been done by any one of our political 
leaders. The man who by the corru1}t use of money, 
corrnpts caucuses and conventions, ana debauches 
candidates and voters, thus poisoning at the source 
the stre~tms of political power, is the most dangerous 
man in ·society to-day-albeit his guilt is shared by 
those nut.nagers of great corporations who furnish him 
with corruption funds. If our notions of justice were 
clearer, snch men would not be abroad in society. 
Compared with the destructive inlluences of such men, 
how harmless are most of the criminals shut up in our 
prisons. 

IV e stand here as a propagandise party -a party 
that wants to make it possible for the use of land 
to be obtained as cheaply as possible for the 
toiling mass of men in this country and in the 
wodd. \Ve want to do all we can to prevent the 
product:! of labour from going to the few, and 
dist,ributing them among the many. The great 
problem of to-day is distribution. vVe have got 
socialistic production, and the few are getting 
hold of the money. IV e want socialistic distri­
bution, and this party with which I am con­
nected stands for a policy which will bring about 
a fair and just distribution of wealth and the 
settling of people on the land in the best and 
most humane manner, and in the way best 
calculated to nuse the prosperity of Queensland 
to be great in the future. \Vhat we want to do 
is to help men to make a comfortable fireside for 
"weans and wife," because we feel that to be 
"the true pathos and sublime of human life." 

Hox. D. J!'. DEKHA::YI (Oxley): I will not 
detain the House very long. Indeed, I shouid 
not have spoken at all but for tbe fact that last 
evening I was unfortunately unable to record 
my vote owing to an attack of influenza, and I 
am unwilling that the Address in Reply should 

Hon. D. F. Denham.] 
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go through without a protest on my part against 
the paragraphs in 1t reflecting on His Excellency. 
I have not had an opportunity of be"ring the 
various speeches on the Address. I read the 
speech of the Premier as reported in one of the 
daily papers, and I gather th"t he h,>s changed 
his opinion in regard to the stuffing of the r pper 
House. 

:Vir. Cow u : That was his opinion for tbe 
tin1e being. 

Ho:>. D. }'. DE~HAM : On the other hand, 
he has another opinion which is in the direct 

opposite, namely, that the Council 
[i5 p.m.] was to be pacl<ed to its fullest capa-

city. Already the numbers ha,-e 
been added to by two nppointments, bringing 
the members of the ·upper House to the largest 
number that I think it has ever bad. Yet his 
prh·ate view is that it should be abolished. I 
say th»t I think, with regard to the matter that 
he was discussing, he bar] two views. Had he 
been at liberty to e"ercise his own private and 
matm" judgment, I dunbt very much whether 
he would have included in the Address in Reply 
all those references to His Excellency. He may 
have done that, but, if left to himself, I think it 
would not have contained the references to His 
Excellency the Governor. It is apparent, in my 
opinion, that in this he has been stirred by a 
large section of the House, who haYe not hesi­
tated at any junctnre to expre>s themselves in 
terms more forcib'e than polite in regard to 
the representative of the King. HoweY'er, as 
he has chosen to incorporate in the Address 
in Reply matters which, in my view, are 
entirely a reflection upon one of the most able 
Governors who has ever occupied that high 
position here-(hear, hear ')-I can do no more 
than ent.er my protest against it. In my mind 
there is no business at all in this Address in 
Reply. If there were business in it, then there 
would be something in the natnrP of a concrete 
resolution which would be visited upon those 
who had been the transgre•sm·s. }'urther, I am 
satisfied that there is no business in it, because 
all those clauses to which the le.ader of the 
Opposition has taken exception might surely 
have been omitted, as there are tw.o Bills 
referred to here which evidently have reference 
to the same matter-namely, the Constitutional 
Heferendum Bill and the Audit Act Amendment 
Bill. I take it that the hon. gentlemen who 
occupy the Treasury benches have discovered 
that we acted in a perfectly constitutional way; 
indeed, the only unconstitutional parties were 
they who declined to vote. Supply when it was 
asked for. 'The hon. gentleman who h:.s just 
resumed his seat referred to Governor \\!e]d, in 
Tasmania, but the case has been quoted in a 
very partial degreP. If he had quoted fully he 
would have seen clearly enough, and the House, 
too, would have 'een that His Excellency 
Governor \Veld did not deal with the qmstion 
of Supply. Lord Chelmsford-I am quoting 
now from Rans,ad of last year, page 1783-clid not 
refer in his memorandum to the question of 
Supply, because he thought that the Crown 
ought not beforehand to expre•s its decision 
upun a theoretical question no~ immediately 
bef<Jre it, and because he had uo right h sup­
pose tlmt Parlimnent would depart from the 
1nost usual and constitutional conrse of voting 
the necessary Supply for that period that 
must elapse before the meeting of Parliament. 
I say that they who acted in an unconstitutional 
way were those who refmed 8upply ; it was not 
unconstitutional, hut, a-; I submitted last session, 
it was irregular, and the irregularity is to be laid 
upon thme who were deHirous of creating the con­
stitutional question. The Addnss in Reply might 
have gone through last Th nrsday night quite eabily 
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h:1d it been framer! in such a manner rts the 
Address in the epper House, in which all 
offensi'e references were omitted; but for reasons­
best known to the Government themselves, they 
have chosen to attempt all this display of power, 
because there is no business in it at all. Happily, 
the Constitution places the Governor in a per­
fectly sound position-a good thing it is so, and 
I hope it may uot be amended so as to place any 
future representative of tbe King in a position to 
be unable to grant a dissolution even if Supply 
is not aocorded. It is not usual that any House 
should refuse Supply ; it is most unusual, but it 
has r.ccurred that a House has been di,solved 
without 8upply being given, not only i'l Aus­
tralia, but in t.he old country first-not lately in 
the old country, because constitutional usages 
and practices do not allow of a departure of that 
clas~. Nuw, the G·uvenwt'cl Speech opens by 
saying-

The programme of business submitted to Parliament 
last year was interrupted by a. political crisis, only 
three or four of the Bills introdnccl1 passing both 
Hous.es. 

The sixteenth Parliament nf Queensland was a 
failure-a blight in the history of Queensland; 
and the blame of that rests solely upon the 
egotistical Premier, who was then Premier, and 
is Premier to-day. But for his egotism theses­
sion would have come to a close in the ordinary 
way, the business of the Chamber hal'e been 
completed to a greater or less extent, and the 
alleged list of rail ways would have been taken. 
But the Premier frustrated the work of the ses­
sion in merely a fit of spleen, and from a purely 
egotisti~::.l spirit. You recollect, Sir, that when 
he was appealing to the constituencies of Queens­
land as the leader of »party-and hoping at that 
time to constitute a new party-· he spoke in a 
very firm tone as to the situation which a Pre­
mier should occupy. And here again he appears. 
to ha,·e a secund entity, because before the con­
stituencies he bys down a certain ideal, and in 
the House he is prepared to accept the opposite 
of the ideal. As though there was no other man 
capable of leading a Parliament, he said : "If I 
am to be continued in the responsible position of 
Premier of the State, you must give me a cube­
rent party at the back of me. r will have no 
more divided allegiance. I will have no more 
parties pulling different ways." 

An BoNOG!lABLE 1\IEliiRER: \V e had that laet 
session. 

Ho:s. D. F. DENHA:!\t: I am saying this 
position is unchanged. Just as the three­
party system was introduced in the Assembly 
last year, w the system is here to-day. I say 
that was the epirit of the man before the public, 
but when he comes here he i.s prepared to accept 
quite a different situation. L~st year he 
adjourned the House, and he told us on the 
special adjournment that no man has a right to 
be Premier unless he has direct power h·orn the 
country. ~ow, is there any one in this Chamber 
would say that that is the position to· day? He 
says that no man has a right to be Premier 
unless he has the power, and certainly it is 
app,uent to everybody that he is without the 
power, otherwise the Address in RPply might 
have gone through last week. The whole week 
was lost in securing the appointment of a Chair­
man nf Committees. Had he been in control of 
the House that might easily and readily have 
been fixed up, but a we,ek is wasted, and the 
business of the country to be delayed. I hope 
the Address in Reply will go through to-night, 
but I still fondly hope that the good sense of this 
Assembly w1ll prevail in deleting those words 
that are a blemish on a reply from this Chamber. 

1\Ir. \V. H. BARNES : Hear, hear ! 
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Ho~. D. F. DEl'.'HAJ\1: I say again that 
the failure of last session entirely lies on the 
shoulders of the Premier. He failed to make an 
arr"ng-ement on three repeated occasions with 
the .Labour party, especially the last rebuff after 
havmg wntten them that unwise letter in order 
to direct public .attention to t.he Upper Home. 
It has been said that the Opposition in the 
appeal to the country omitted the grave question 
on whJCh this Hou•e was dissolved but that was 
not so. \Ve claim that we put' that question 
before our constituents i';. a proper way, but the 
party headed by Mr. I'-Idston, and the party 
hutded by }.Ir: Bowman, did not put the que'l· 
tton before their constituents in that form. \Ve 
clearly understood the situation. \V c have here 
the Gm·ernor's own words that the question 
subm1tted to him was one which affected the 
constitution of the LT pper House. This is what 
the Governo: said in his reply to the address 
sent from this House-

The paragraphs 2, :3, and 4 of your Address deal with 
the constitutional position tJf the Upper House. 

Iaf~1~;~1~~~1~ i~1\?i~!~~1~~t~~t~t~~~al is:me with wbich my 

I declined beeause I considered the matter too gra1re 
for a Governor to touch without a mandate from the 
people. 

lly the exercise of the prerogatiYe of dissolution the 
11eople are asked to say what they wish done. 

Mr. GRAXT : That was the position you would 
not face in the country. 

HoN. D. F. DENHA}I: That was the 
position which we did face everywhere. (Govern· 
ment laughter.) Everywhere we had a hearing 
that wa' the question which we put before the 
electors. 

Mr. GnAN1': You had a fair hearing in Rock­
hampton. 

HoN. D. F. DEKHA'i\.I: I never had a better 
hearing- or a quieter audience in my life than I 
had in Rockhampton. 

Mr. GRANT: And yet you shirked the ques­
tion. 

Hox. D. F. DENHA1.I: 1'\ o; I did not. The 
questwn was one which affected the Constitution 
of the Upper House, became Mr. Kidston asked 
the Governor tu recognise the right which lay in 
him to nominate a number of men to the Upper 
House. The Labour party were for abolishing 
the Upper House, while we were for making it 
an elective Chamber. 

Mr. j\L"-XX: You admitted that something 
wanted doing. 

Hox. D. F. DEJ'\HA::\1: Tbeqe were the 
question• which were _put beforo the people. 
A!l the talk about the difficulty .:.nd obstruction 
w1th the Upper House was mere fireworks. 
The only questions which the Legislative Council 
dealt wit~ in a very firm ll!anner last yeM were 
the Electwns Acts Amendment Bill and the 
\Yages Boards Bill. Now, so far as the Elections 
Bill is concerned, there were two more ses•ions 
before a general election could come round· and 
that Bill could have been carried over t~ this 
session, a10d reintroduced, and there would have 
been very little harm done by that, and it would 
have obviatecl the harm that was done by inter­
rupting the business of the country. 

1 
Mr. MAKX: There might have been a by. 

e.ectwn. 
Hox. D. F. DEXHA}I: There were seventy­

two by·electwns - or rather elections for 
seve~ty-two members as it happened, so a by­
electiOn would not have been of such vast 
moment as interrupting the business of the 
country to hold a general election. The other 
meas~re was the Wages Boards Bill. That 
questiOn ha.d ne':'e': been before the country, but 
we were qmte willmg for the \V ages Boards Bill 

to pass-and so were the Legislative Council­
all except that part of it which included farmers 
in its operations. 

Mr. \Voons: It was your side that brought 
it into the Bill. 

HoN. D. F. DENHAM: No. I am not going 
to discuss that question very much, as there are 
others who wish to speak. \Ve put that question 
before the country, and we told the people that 
the cause of the trouble was in connection with 
the Upper House over those two Bills, neither 
of which was any justification for the interrup­
tion of the affairs of the country. But, unfortu· 
nately, others who went before the country did 
not put the question that way. They did not 
tell the people what the Governor said here. 
They said that the Governor was seeking to de­
prive the people, through their representatives, 
of their rights, instead of which no greater act of 
democracy-if I may use such an expression­
could be passed than the appeal which the 
Governor practically made to the electors to say 
what they wished done to the Upper House. He 
wanted a mandate from the people, and he ap· 
pealed to the people. It was one of the greatest 
democratic things that any gentleman could do, 
and yet it was said that "the Clovernor W<ts 

seeking to take from you your right of control 
and your home rule." 

Mr. :NIANN : Hear, bear! 

HoN. D. F. DEXHAM: An hon. gentleman 
on the other side says "Hear, hear!" which 
leads me to think that that was the kind of talk 
which he indulged in at the late election. 

Mr. MANN : Hear, hear! 

Hox. D. F. DENHAM: Instead of the 
Governor depriving the people of their rights, he 
paid greater respect to them. He said, "Here 
is a question which the two Houses ha Ye failed to 
determine, and you have to determine it, as it 
affects a great constitutional issue." vVe put 
the question to the people as it was put by the 
Governor, but that was avoided by others who 
went to the country. Now, what is the answer 
of the people? The House is in just the same 
state as it was in last year. There are three 
parties almost equally balanced. If there is 
any answer at all that has been made by the 
people, it is that the farmers shall not be in­
dud ed in the provisions of the Wages Boards 
Bill. 

0PPOSITIOX ME;I!BEHR : Hear, hear ! 
GovER:\'}!ENT i\'lE)IBERS: No, no! 

HoN. D. F. DENHAM: Yes. Every farm­
ing constituency in Qneensland, with the excep­
tion of Cambooya and Dalby, have return'ed 
members who are opposed to the inclusion of the 
farming industry in that measure. And I think 
that the bon. member for Cambooya told his 
electors that he would snpport an amendment to 
eliminate the farmers from the operation of that 
Bill. I think that is so. 

Mr. SuMNEH: Yes, that is so. 

HoN. D. F. D:B~XHAM: \Vel!, we have every 
farming constituency, with the exception of 
Dal hy, which is largely a pastoral district as well 
as farming, returning members opposed to the 
inclusion of farmers. 

Mr. MANN: My electors welcome it. 
l'>Ir. KEOGH: Your elec~ors are nonentities. 

HoN. D. :B'. DENHA}f: I do not agree with 
my leader that the electors decided in favour of 
the abolition of the postal vote. Seeing that the 
postal vote was used at the last election by :jO 
per cent. more than the number who used it at the 
previous election, we must recognise that it is 
of some value to the country. 
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~Ir. LEXNON: There were 300 new justices of 
the peace put on to work it up. 

The HmiE SEOllE1'ARY: It also got you five 
seats. 

Hox. D. F. DENHA~I : Instead of having 
the postal vote witnessed by a justice of the 
peace, we might have it witnessed by two elec­
tors. I am not sure that it would not be better 
to have all the election done by postal vote 
rather than deprive the electors of that means 
of expressing their views. However, it is a 
vote I am not mnch wedded to myself lJecause 
it is not of much need in Oxley. Only those 
who were going away or who were sick made 
use of it at the last election, How are we to 
look at that answer from the electors? If we 
luuk aL the number of voters behind the parties 
we will find that there are more voters behind 
the Opposition party than there are behind the 
Lab:mr r,arty, and there are more voters behind 
the Labour party than there are behind the 
Government, so we have the extraordinary 
anomaly of a Government representing the 
8 mallest number of voters in the State. 

~Ir. HUXHA1I: No. 

HoN. D. F. DE:'\H.I,.M : I will qnote from an 
autbnrity which the senior member for South 
Brisbane will recr>gnise as a good one-the Bris­
bane JVorker. It says-

Labour. wtth lll,OCO more votes than Kidston, secured 
three fewer seats; and I,hilp, \Vith nearlr twice ~q 
many votes as Kid.!iton, got only the same i1 umber of 
seats. 
So as a matter of fact, the party to which I am 
allied have the largest number of voters behind 
them. Therefore, the answer to the question of 
the Governor, who asked for a mandate from the 
people, is that the mandate should be voiced by 
the Opposition and not by the Treasury benches; 
and, if not by the Opposition, then certainly 
by the Labour party, because they have far more 
voters behind them than the other side have. 

.Mr. KEOGH : It would be far better if the 
Labour party were in office instead of that crowd 
over there. (Laughter.) 

HoN. D. F. DENHAM: If there is one ques­
tion which stood out more than another at the 
late election, it is the urgent need for a redistri­
bution of seat'!. That n~ed iR emphabised by 
the result of the late electwn, but no reference 
is made to it in the Governor's Speech. As a 
party we hope that the Government will find it 
convenient in the Elections Bill they propooe to 
table to provide, if not for a reduction in the 
number of members, certainly for a redistribu­
tion of seats. \Vhen we look at the Speech we 
see that it is a brief one, but brief :1.s it is there 
are some inaccuracies in it. One would, how­
ever, have little fault to find with the Speech, 
or with the Bills mentioned in the Speech, if it 
were not fur that which follows. My chief 
ground of complaint is with regard to the Reply 
which it is proposed to send to the Governor, 
and which might be greatly amended. The 
Speech opens with the statement that-

1Iy advisers are of opinion that it is bighly desirable 
that the rem>tining portion of that programme should 
be carried out, and it will accordingly be placed before 
you for your consideration, 

I think that programme will find very little op­
position from this side of the House, because the 
bulk of the measures we thrashed out last year, 
and there is no use in reiterating the speeches 
made then, As to railway construction, it was 
a real pleasure to hear the Minister for Rail ways 
introduce five rail way proposals this afternoon. 
Those rail ways are much needed. There is no 
doubt that the interregnum, or interruption, in 
their administration was a convenient thing for 
the Government, because at the time they went 
out of office they had not the plans of those rail-
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ways reaLly for submission to Parliament. They 
were !Jacking and filling, and could not make up 
their minds what railways they would build, 
and there was so much political wire-pulling thatJ 
they bad not got the plans ready- fm- presenta­
tion to Parliament when the dissolution took 
place. As far as the railways presented are 
concerned, I am exceedini{ly glad to find that 
the Government are making a start with railway 
construction. 

The SEORE1'ARY }'OR RAILWAYS: You know 
the reason the railways were not tabled. 

HoN. D. F. DENHAM : Bec2.use you were 
not ready. 

The SECRETARY FORRAIL\VAYS: 1'\o. 

HoN. D.]'. DENHAM: I am glad that some 
railways have been introduced, and that they 
are going to be built under the Railwc<YS Act 
passed dnring the time I was in office. As far 
as my rtJcollection goe>, I was associated with 
each one of those rail ways when I was a member 
of the Kidston Government in January, 190ti, 
immediately after the closing of the session of 
1,90(), during which session I introduced the 
Railways Bill that afterwards became an Act. 
I hope that the provisions of that measure will 
be largely availed of in railway construction. 
After that measure was passed we ea,rly deter­
mined that a certain number of railways should 
be submitted to P•rliament under its provisions, 
the idea being to have plans prepared as soon as 
possible, so that Parliament might have business 
to go on with, but, unfortunately, it was October 
before anything definite was arrived at, and the 
railwavs were not submitted. '\Yith regard to 
the statement that-

rrhe l'esnlt of the recent elections ha.s clearly demon­
strated that the people of Queen~land arc .Eltl·ongly of 
opinion that the evils arising from the occurrence of 
disagreements between the two Houses of Parliament 
should be prevented-

! do not think the Upper House ever obstructed 
after a question bad been settled by a general 
election. Once a question was submitted to the 
elector, at a general election, and the electors 
pronounced their verdict on that question, the 
Upper House offered no obstruction. 

}Ir. SC1INER: Didn't it throw out the Fran­
chise Biil introduced by the Government of 
which you were a member after the House came 
back from a general election ? 

Ho:s-. D. :b'. DENHA:\I: There was a short 
session at the beginning of the year, and that 
measure was then passed by the Council. If the 
\V ages Bonrds Bill was such an urgent measure 
that it was desirable that it should be placed 
on the statute-book without delay, the Govern­
meut could have taken the same course and have 
called Parliament together in January so as to 
!Ziv~ the Upper House another opportunity of 
dealing with the Bill. I quite recognise that 
there may be differences of opinion between ~he 
two Houses, but it would be a lamentable thmg 
if the Upper House were to become the mere 
creature of the Premier for the time being, 
becau ,e then it would be simply a repeating 
Cbamber. At present the measures which are 
passed here are subject to revision by tbe other 
Chamber, and I think that, on the whole, the other 
Chamber has revised measures with advantage to 
the State. I may not, be in agreement with that 
House on all points, but it does not necessarily 
follow that they were wrong when we have 
differed. However, we shall see what the Go­
vernm,nt propose to do when the Constitutional 
Referendum Bill comes before the House. \Vith 
reference to the mail service, and the possibility 
of bringing the steamers up to Bulimba, I am 
glad that the Orient service has been Ruch a suc­
cess, and I hope the Government will be success-
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ful in bringing the steamers up to Bulimba. I 
do not ~now what the members for Brisbane 
South will h~ve to say about that proposal, but 
I know that m the past there has been a strenu­
ous objection in South Brisbane to makhw 
Bnlimba the terminal place for oversea steamers~ 
At one time it was thought that Pinkenba should 
be the terminal place for overeea steamers, but 
there were strenuous objections against that. 

Mr. SnrNETI _: It is a step forward bringing 
t~~m up to B_ulunba, and we may get them up to 
Bnsbane m t1me. 

HoC\'. D. F. DENHAJ\I: I consider that 
Bulimba is distinctly preferable to Pinkenba 
because we have the ~ramway to Bulimba, and 
passengers by the vanous boats can come up to 
the c1ty. At prr·,,ent passengers cannot do that 
bP;cause the steamers do not stay long enough at 
Pmkenba. I am not speaking of the Orient 
steamers, wh1ch stay there two or three days. but 
of _the Japanese and other lines of steamer3 
~-hiCh <;re there only a few hours, so that there 
IS not t1r;1e for passeng-ers to come up to Bris­
bane. Every year oversea steamers are made 
la;ger, and, \Vith thp,ir increase in size there 
w1ll b~ greater_ difficulty in getting rot;nd the 
1;mnt m t!J~ rrver; but it is poseible that in 
time they will be able to come right up to Bris­
bane. ! congratulate the Government upon their 
nerve m announClng. m. thio Speech that they 
contemplate even brmgmg the steamers up to 
Buhmba, became I know that in the past Bris­
?ane South has demurred very strongly to a pro­
Ject of that natme. \Vith regard to the Bills to 
be brought before us, some of them are old 
fnends, and we know their contents pretty well. 
f'he \V ages Boards Bill I >1m an admirer of. It 
IS rather significant that in New South \Vales 
they propose to aboliRh the Cor.ciliation and 
Arbitration Court and substitute therefor a 
wages board. 

l\Ir. SnrxER: \Ve have a strike to-day as a 
protest. 

H<;lN. D.~- D~NHAM: Yes; they have got 
a stnke m ::'\ew South \Vales. The North Coast 
Company were paying under the award ls. Hd. 
per _hour for 0\·ertime, and the other people were 
paymg 1<. ~J. per hour for overtime but 
although they were paying the amount a~ardect 
by the C<lllrt, there is a serious strike which 
may influenee the whole coastal trade of Aus­
tralia .. It is appar~nt. therefore, that a wages 
board.Is m.ore effact1ve in dealing with matters 
or tlns km~ than a compulsory conciliation 
ami >:rb1tratwn _conrt. T_he. Actdress in Reply 
submitted to th1s House IS m m:1rked contrast 
with that passed by the Leaislative Council 
Had a . s}tnibr Adctr~ss tu that adopted by 
the LegJs,atiVe CounCil been presented to this 
Cha.mber it ~o:nld probably have been agreed 
to _1n one s1 tt1ng. It i::J rather an extra­
ordmary thing that the Government should 
be championing constitutional practice when 
they are contravening constitutional practice in 
a n1ost pronounced manner. On two occasions 

they ha1·e appointed a rejected can­
[5.30 p.m.] dictate to the TTpper House-on one 

occasion a non-portfolioed l\1inister 
-anct on this occasion they have made him a 
portfolioed l\Iinister although rejected at the 
polls. 

l\Ir. LESIC\'A: It is indefensible. 
Hox. D. F. DENHAM : It is indefensible 

At tl_1e ~ame. time ~hey endeavour to rose a~ 
constitutiOnalists while they flout public opinion 
by these two appointments. 

AnHoxoCRABLE ME~IBEH: You were a member 
of a Ministry that set that rotten example. 

HoN. D. F. DENHAl\I: I have no knowleda'e 
of any former Government doing such a thing." 

Mr. LENNOX: What about Mr. Drake's ap­
pmntment as Postmaster-General after he was 
defeated for Enoggera? 

Hon. R. PIIILP: He was not defeated. He 
left this Chamber, and went to the Upper House. 

Mr. "\VoODS: "\Vhat about the Hon. F. I. 
Power? 

HoN. D. F. DENRAM : Any way, two 
wrongs do not make a right; and if the leader of 
the Government was such a strict constitu­
tionalist as he claims to be, it is a marvel that 
he makes such strange lapses as these. 

Mr. LESIXA: That is what the Worker points 
out. 

HoC\'. D. F. DENHAM: Tben, again, if he is 
a strict constitutionalist, how is it that he can 
sanction the wa9te of time that we have had­
nearly two 'Veeks wasted-which would not ha,·e 
eventuated if the hon. gentleman had been in 
control of the House. He could not gr;t a mere 
adjournment. He only got the adjournment 
lai<t week by the consent of the leader of the 
Labour party. If that hon. member had been 
determined that evening, the Chairman of Com­
mittees could have been appointed, and the 
business of the House proceeded with the follow­
ing evening. Ko; the Premier is not in control. 
He said last year that no man has a right to be 
Premier unless he has the power to direct the 
policy of the country. The hon. gentleman 
certainly has not the power to direct the 
policy. He cannot even appoint a Chairman 
of Committees; and, as was pointed out by 
the hon. member for Clermont, the JVorke1' this 
week pointo out that he made it a party 
question one day, and then climbed down a 
few days afterwards, and made it a non· party 
issue. It is a p;ty that the leader of the Go­
vernment should have travesr.ied his power and 
insulted His Excellency the Governor by insert­
mg in the Address in Reply expressions like 
these-pcsing a:, a strong constitutionali.:;t when 
he is guilty of gross violatinns of our Constitu­
tion himself. He is indeed a Premier by posi­
tion--a Premier by grace. And yet such a 
Government as this asks the House to reply to 
His Excellency's Address in the terms of this 
motion! I hope the motion will be amended so 
that it will contain no reflection on, at any rate, 
a large number uf members of this House. 

Mr. LEsr:-u: The amendment has been dis­
posed of. 

J\'lr. J\lAXWELr,: You were away when the 
division took place on the amenclment. 

Hox. D. F. DENHAl\1: I was away yester­
day owing to an attack of influenza, and I would 
not have been present to-day only that I wanted 
to voice my views. Nn Go,·ernment has e\·er 
wasted more time than the present. The whole 
of last session Wd' lust, and two weeks of this 
session have been lost. \Ve want to get on with 
a lot of railways-I am glad some of them have 
been introduced. \Ve want to get on with our 
immigration policy and with land settlement. 
The country is tired of playing with politic". I 
only hope that the Government will give us 
some really useful legislation so that tbis country 
can thrive, and that all this nonsense and talk 
about the Constitution will be dropped, becausP­
there is no business in it. (Hear, hear !) 

Mr. G. P. BARNES (Warwick), who was re­
ceived with Opposition cheers, said: The hon. 
member for Maryborough claimed for his party 
certain congratulation,, to which I think that 
p~rty are justly entitled. Indeed, I have been 
waiting since my advent to the House to hear 
someone else than a m em bet· of that party voice 
such congratulation,;. .Really they should have 
come from a source outside the membership of that 

Mr. G. P. Barnes.] 
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party. I am glad to help to make good the missing 
link. Everybody will remember that the position 
of the Government to-day is brgely clue to the 
faithful sen·ices ren-lered to them in t.he country 
by my friends on my left. Indeed, I doubt 
whether, if those services had not been rendere-J, 
the party oppo;ite, numbering twenty-five, 
would have numbered half that. Their position 
is entirely due to the splendid aid rendered them 
by the Labour party during the late eventful 
contest. 

:\Ir. HuxHA>I: They are very grateful. 

:\Ir. G. P. BARL'\ES: They are very grateful, 
but we have been waiting for evidence of that 
gmtitude. 

:\Ir. LESJ)(A: The bon. member for Barcoo is 
no doubt Yory grateful. 

1Ir. G. P. BAR::\TES: The very .little grati­
tude that has been Rhown by Ministers was 
drawn out of them, and, although the members 
of the Labour party were pretty well pleased 
with the appointment of the Chairman of 00m­
mittees, yec that wa& a very small mite to get 
in return for all their services. Let us hope that 
a fuller recognition of those services will yet be 
giVen. At any rate, the friends opposite, I can 
see, are in very juyful >tnticipation of the benefits 
that are going to accrue tu them as the session 
proceeds. I am glad that another omission 
which has struck me in connection with this 
debate has also been supplied by the bon. mem­
ber for ;Yiaryborough. He referred specially to 
the mover and seconder of the Address in Reply. 
I add my wc•rd of commendation for the work 
of the mover and seconder of this Addres;;. It 
is but tardy recognition for them to have to wait 
until the eud of the clebate before such " duty, 
a,nd so well per~<~rmed, considering the difficul­
ties of th~ positiOn, was recognised. Intense 
sympathy IS due to the bun. member for Bris­
bane North and to the bcm. member for 
Toowong on account of the exceeding diAkulty 
and the great unpleasantness of their task. 
Their position was indeed an exceeding-ly 
arduous one, and I am glad, in some faint 
way, to make referenc: to the tffort they have 
made. Under the ctrcumstances they cer­
tainly acquitted themselves to admntage. I 
hardly see bow the performance of that act can 
meet with the .approval of the electors they 
represent, and It seems to me that it was an 
u'?fair t~ing to _ask two men who represent con­
stJt~encies. wbwh. ::re fairly evenly dividFd in 
their pohtical opimons to voice the feelings of 
such a d~ubtful ant! compromising nature. It 
was no kmdness to tbme two g-entlemen to ask 
them to undertake the service they did undertake. 
Those gen~lemen have not only to satisfy their 
O\~n constJ~uenctes, but they have to satisfy a 
w1der constituency outside. 

Mr. CowAP: They are satisfied. 

.:\Ir. G. P. BARNES: I doubt if they could 
b~ . satisfied. The electoril were fairly evenly 
divided as far as numbers were c mcerned and 
I. doubt ~be~ber the lettding constituency of this 
i::itate Wlll VIe\~ With approval the voicing of 
sentim_ents. wh1ch have never previously been 
h_e~rd m this Assembly. It is wmetbing for the 
citizens of Brtsb,me to remember that the man 
of. their choice c•m veyed the sentiments of the 
Mmistry, wh!ch, put in the most mild way, are 
of an exceedmg-ly doubtful >tnd unwarrantable 
na~ure. I do not think any compliment was 
paid to the mover and seconder of the Address 
m asking them to move it, and T do not think 
an~ compliment was paid to the constituencieg 
which they represent by asking the membero to 
undertake such ": duty. No charge of censure 
w":s .levelled agam<t the members of the late 
JI.1Imstry, although those gentlemen, or most of 
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them, are here to answer for themselves, and are 
perfectly ready and willing to answer any charge 
that may be made ag-ainst them. 

Jl.lr. SU>IXER: \Ve cannot make any im­
pression upon them. 

Mr. G. P. BARL'\ES: The trouble is that we 
cannot make any irnprec;sion upon the other side. 
\Ve may pom constitutional truths into your 
ears, and btill yon remain "Doubting Thoma,es." 
\Vhatever has been said by the other side does 
not in the least alter the ontstanding fact that 
what W>tS done by the late Government was done 
in a perfectly constitutional manner. 

Mr. ~IANN: Does that include the Marvvale 
:Estate purchase? • 

i\Ir. G. P. BARNES: I am not going to be 
drawn off the track by references to the J1..1ary­
vale Estate, although I may here state that it 
wa" one uf the finest purchases ever m>tde by the 
Government. 

The SEC!lETARY FOJ{ RAILWAYR: It wa~ a good 
purchase for you. 

An HoNOuRABLE ME3IBE!l: You have to thank 
it for a lot. 

The SPEAKI<;R: I ask bon. members to allow 
the brm. member for \Varwick to speak without 
interruption. Hun. members should bear in 
mind that he;, a new member, and should not 
be embarrassed with interruptions. (Hear. 
hFar !) 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I will deal with the 
JYlaryvale Estate at the proper time, and am 
perfectly willing to answer any questions in con­
nection with the purchase d that estate ag far as 
my knowledge goes. I may say, in pa8sing, that 
in the event of that estate being offered for sale, 
within one week it will go off like ripe cherries. 
People are hungering for it, and waiting for it. 
Indeed, during the past few week& I have been 
asked to use my efforts in order that certain 
blocks may be allotted.to certain people. (Laugh­
ter.) I only mention that to show that the 
estate is already in considerable demanrl. I will 
now return to the point from which I was drawn 
by the interjec'ion of the hon. member who 
referred to the Mary1 ale Estate. In my opinion, 
the electors have had ample evidence 1->laced 
before them as regards the constitutional ques­
tion, at least from the standpoint to which I have 
referred, and I think few unbiasoed people 
would f<>r a moment doubt the wisdom of His 
:Excellency the Governor's decision in this dis. 
pnte in allowing the matter to be settled by 
the people. In so doing, he recognised the 
people as supreme, apart oltogether from the 
dispute over the \Vages Boards Bill and the 
postal vote. The Governor concluded that in 
the interests of good government it was essential 
that the dispute should be referred to the people, 
and it was about the only course that could have 
been adopted at the tirnr" The Premier had 
applied to his allies, the Labour party, for 
snpport, and on tb>tt being declined, the resig­
nation of the Gm·ernment followed. Appar­
ently it was not intended that the resignation 
should he accepted. It was never meant to be 
taken seriously. It was meant as a kind of 
object lesson to his friends, in order that they 
might be heeled into act ion. A more intense 
support was wanted by the then Government; 
and the way in which that was to be brought 
about was on t be lines which the hon. the 
Prerl'ier bad decided upon. \Vitb only twenty­
four followers, what could the hon. :\Ir. Kidston 
do? He bad said that good government under all 
the circumstances was an impossible thing. i\Ir. 
Philp, wit b thirty-one followers, tried, and be 
found the task too much for him, and twu parties 
who had previously declined to co-operate in one 
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direction, on account of their strong antipathy to 
the Philp party were brought into line by the 
action that was taken. Once they agreed nr,on 
a common standpoint of endeavouring to thwart 
the members of the O!Jposition, they had no 
difficnlty in combining together in their refusal 
to grant Supply. The Hon. Mr. Kidswn failed, 
The Hon. i\Ir. Philp failed, and there was no 
one left to appeal to. 

1Ir. RYLAXD: Yes. 

C,[r. G. P. BARNES: Yes, there was the 
leader of the Labour party, with seventeen fol­
lowers. 

l\Ir. RYLAND: The best of the lot. 

i\Ir. G.:\:'. BAR~F:S: What }lr. Bowman re­
quires is a sense of responsibility, and we have 
seen in the old country how responsibilitv has 
sobered down men like John Burns and others. 
They at once res!Joncl to the claim. The claims 
of the Labour party were not so great as those 
of the present Governn.ent. It seems to me that 
where a leader representing thirty-one votes 
failed, and a leader representing twenty-four 
votes failed, a leader representing only seventeen 
votes could not have the least possible chance of 
conducting the government of the country. \Vhy, 
then, under these circumstances, throw the 
whole responsibility on His Excellency for fol­
lowing the only c mrse open? A more impartial 
decision could scarcely have been corn e to by 
him. There is one thing in connection with this 
<lne;tion that we are apt to lose sight of, and 
which His Excellency must have been cognisant 
of. At the election in May the only party that 
improved their position in the country was the 
Philp party. 

::\Ir. RYLAXD: \Vhat about the election in 
February? 

1Ir. G. P. BAR:c\ES : \V e had hopen to 
improve our position, and but for untoward 
circumstances we would have clone so. At the 
election in Nlay the KidHton party anticipated 
coming back with increased strength. \Vhat 
was the decision of the country? The country 
did not hesitate, but sent them back, imtead of 
.thirty-seven strong, re<lncecl by one-third of 
that number. They came baek a party of 
twenty-four- a discredited party. The reply of 
the country was very em!Jhatic. The Opposition 
went out seventeen strong, and came back thirty­
one strong. \Vas this not, then, sufficient 
evidence that the country had lost confidence in 
the Kichton party? And although the Philp 
party, in iYI•y, were not returned strong enough 
to govern, they were the only party that had 
improved their position in the eyes of the 
electors. His Excellency the Governor was 
aware of this, and he granted a di.s3olution to a 
party enj•>ying by far tlw htrgest share of the 
conRdence of the country, and which no one 
could cavil at. Apart from that, it wa; lm'.lwn 
that there were a number of Mr. Kidston's 
followers who were then uneasy in their position. 
It was an open secret that at any moment those 
hon. members might c•msider they were studying 
the best in•erests of their C<mst,ituents ann of the 
State g~nerally if they w:Llked acrm,, the House. 
And, with tho,t in view, with their position im­
proving in the country, and the possibility of 
their position improving in the House, there was 
ample justification for the stttnn which His Ex­
cellency took on that occasiPn, Now that the 
elections arA over everything should be clone, 
one would think, to calm the feeling which existed 
during the late r.ontest. As the elected of the 
people, it is our dnty to get to work and do our 
best to legislate in the best interests of the 
country, and endeavour to serve the people to 
the be,t of our ability. But we are not he! [led in 
this direction by such an Address in Reply as 

the one before us, nor are we helped by the 
knowledge that one of the first acts of the 
Premier--a Premier with a following of only 
twenty-four or twenty-five-waB to openly insult 
322 recently appointed justices of the peace; and, 
in insulting them, he insnloed the community 
from which they were taken. 

The 8ECREl'AllY FOil RAILWAYS: Some of 
them were paid lO.s. a clay at Charters Towers 
during the election. 

}1r. G. P. BARNES : I know nothing of 
that. So far as my knowledge g-of·s, no doubt as 
to the eligibility of any one of them has ever 
been raised. Those that I <1m acquainted with 
-and I am acquainted with a number of them­
are, without exception, men of the highest 
character, who would have clone honour to the 
position. It is nothing short of a sco,ndal that 
some of our best citizens should be insulted as 
they have been-summarily deposed from a posi­
tion to which they had been called in the ordin­
ary course of things by the then Ministry. It 
was a vindictive, a cntel, thing to do; and I 
trust that, although they may not appreciate the 
honour, the Government will reinstate the whole 
of those justices to the positions from which they 
have been deposed. 

Mr. KEOGH: They will not accept it. 
Mr. G. P. BARNES: I do not know anything 

about th>tt. At any rate, it wnuld be a righteous 
thing to cl0, and is the only just course the 
.Ministry can pursue. I say that a wrong would 

be inflic'ed upon them in the event 
[7 p.m.] of a poroion of the number being 

rein.,tatecl, anct not the whole num­
ber. I trust that further injury will n0t be 
added to the insult by that course. I do not 
intend dwelling to any' g-rc,~t extent on the mea­
sures proposed to be introduced, >ts we shall 
have better opportunities for discussing them 
when they come before us. I prefer just shortly 
to consider" hat has not been said, and to refer 
to further subjects which hare been but barely 
referred to ; "ne! these may be classed, perhaps, 
under four leading heads, and are recognised to 
be questions of the greatEst moment at the pre­
sent time-namely, railways, land settlement, 
immigration, and water conservation, regarding 
each of which I shall be as brief as possible. \V e 
hold the best information to-day, I take it, that 
we have had for some time, and the way in 
which tlmt information has been demonstrated 
to us this afternoon is certainly of a most en­
couraging type. I refer to the laying on the 
table of the House of certain books of reference 
which have to do with the railway proposals of 
the Government. \Ve are glad to know that 
railways are going 1 o be pushed on as _soon as 
possible. Just one little bit of disappomtment 
seizes one that, instead of five railways, a larger 
number have not been named. However, we 
take this as a small instalment, and trust that 
the balance of the thirteen or fourteen rail ways, 
the particular routes of whic\1 are very well 
known to hon. members, will be introduced in 
clue course. This great State of ours cannot be 
developed without railways and 1·oads. The 
country at this time is crying for a forward rail­
w:ty policv. \Ve are helplHs to develop our 
resPnrces l1nle~s ne~· country id opened up by th_e 
building- of railways in various directions, and 1t 
will be impossible for this State to com_P~te 
in the markets of the world unless provJsJOn 
of thi~ kind is found for them. This side 
of the House, I am sure, will facilitate every 
movement, so long as it commends itself to 
them, in connection with the pushing for­
ward by the Government with their rail way 
policy. So lnng as due consideration is given to 
the proposals, no better work can be clone in the 
developing of om State than by the building of 
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rail ways. Our railways at present are paying 
in a manner that we have rarely seen, and 
which has not been eclipsed in ye;crs gone by; 
and indeed they will pay better still if the num­
ber of feeders is increased as the main lines are 
extended. I hope ·that, in the five proposals 
intimated a-, likely to be carried out by the 
Ministry, they will not lose sight of the great 
adYantage which will accrue to this State by the 
linking up of our various railway system<. Hand 
in hand with the building of rail ways must be 
the throwing open of land for close settlement. 
I notice that we are to have an amended I,and 
Bill, and I agree with the hon. member for 
Albert that the aim should be to induce settle­
ment under the old homestead clauses, e~peci­
ally in connection with the Act of 18f58, under 
which the most beneficial settlemenb in connec­
tion with our State has taken place. The idea 
should be to enable settlers to secure land in 
homestead areas at a low figure. Residence, I 
repeat, is a matter in this conuection of first 
and paramount importance, and it is the only 
way in which the speculator can be met. If we 
secure to the country the settlement of our lands 
upon those homestead principles we need have 
little to fear in thi" connection. 

Mr. CowAP: NeYer mind the farcr.er; give the 
spEcLilator a chance. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Farmers are the bone 
and "inew of the country, and we want to in­
creo,se them as much as we possibly can. \Vhile 
on this subject, I may say that it has often struck 
me that the country is badly informed if it is 
never told as to what we possess, and ae to what 
land is available. I would like to ser· the Minis­
ter for Lands issue instructions to every land 
agent in the State to report upon the area of land 
available for settlement in their 1·arious districts, 
such raports to state the character of the ccmn­
try, how watered, the rainfall, and for what 
purpose suC'h areas are most ouitable. Out of 
670,000 sqnare miles of country, only about 
600,000 acres are under cnltivaticn. There must 
be tens of millions of acres in different parts 
which are more suitable for the plough, anrl for 
closer settlement, than they are for the use to 
which they are at pr<'sent put. The pooition, 
then, is thie: That barely 1 acre out of every 
G40 acres is being put to the best and most 
advant•geous use in the intnests of the 8tate. 
Of coursP, it would be absurd to imagine that the 
whole area of this vast State of ours is suitable 
for the plough ; but, allowing for these great un­
suitable areas, there must be a v~st area which is 
suitable, and waiting for close settlement. \V ell, 
with the land we have in the State, we want to 
make it ~asy for the ]Jeople to get on to it, and 
we want to make them contented and satisfied 
when they are on the land. I dieagree, to some 
extent, with the expressions made by the hon. 
member for Albert last evening regarding the 
price of land. He referred to the fact that under 
the old homestead clauses land was thrown open 
at 2s. Gd. per acre. \Vhile that might be a desir­
able thing to do under g-iven conditions, the con· 
ditions are not identical at the present time to 
what they were tben. I was . sp2aking to a 
fanmr onlv a few days ago, and he referred to 
the old times when land was offered unrl er the 
homestead area clauses at an exceedingly low 
rate; but, owing- to the great advantages which 
accrue to fermers in these days in the matter of 
improved machinery, greater facilities in send­
ing produce to the markets, as well as to 
the fact that there are greater markets existing 
for those goods, land is worth infinitely more 
to-clay than it was twenty-five or thirty years 
ago. However, be that as it may, we want to see 
the land made availe ble for the people and at 
the lowest possible price. Hand in hand with 
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the buildmg of our railways and the opening of 
our lands must go that bold immigration policy 
to which the Premier has referred on various 
cccasions. I am not in fa,·onr of an indiscrimi­
nate importation of people nor of bring-ing- them 
here before we are ready for them. 'l'he thing 
would b, manifestly absurd to dump down all 
kinds of people ere the land is made available 
for settlement and ere there is work for them to 
do. But there is a vast difference between 
going to the excess in that direction and doing 
nothing at all. There is room for a steady 
inflow of people so long as they are of the right 
kind and of the right stamp. I noticed in 
a newspaper that I tor>k up just now that 
reference is made to the fact that in Scot­
land-providing proper facilities are offered and 
proper terms come to with the shipping com­
panie,-there are thoumnds of people who are 
willing to come to this land of our<.. Our 
plan, then, should be in the first instance to get 
our land scheduled, and then go t'J the farming 
centres of the old world and endeavour under 
good inducements to arrange for men with 
families and means to come to our State. There 
is no sense whatever in going to the large cities 
and to lay out one's officers in order to secure 
those who stand at the stre~t comers and bring 
them here. Go to the rum! districts, and there 
you may secure the men we want. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAIL\\'AYS: "A voice 
crying in the wilderness." 

Mr. G. I'. BARJ\'ES: I do not think so. I 
am not sure whether the hon. gentleman is 
referring to myself as "a voice crying in the 
wilderness" or whether it might be that "ny 
lecturer or officer of the State who may be sent 
home, that his voice might be considered "a 
voice crying in the wilderness." I do not believe 
that. If our land is what we say it is, and what 
I believe it to be, then for any man who wants 
to settle on the land we can offer the highest 
advantages and the best inducements to them to 
come here. I believe that the firat thing for us 
to do or tu know is what we have to offer in a 
broad, general sense. I do not believe that this 
Assembly-that the members of this House--are 
aware o{ what we possess. \Vhen this is found 
out Ibelievethatthe best meansforinducingthe 
best stream of settlers would be for a selection 
to be made of farmers of various nationalities 
to proceed to the old country. The g-reat 
bulk of these men were what someone termed 
paupers when they arrived here; many wer_e _in a 
position of affluence, or at any rate in po~ttwns 
of comfort and I would deem it a privilege, 
if it should ever come my w,ty, to nominate 
worthy citizens wbo will fill that position with 
benefit and advantage to the State. Before 
going on such an errand, certain areas would be 
reserved for them, and they would make them· 
selves conversant with the character of the 
country offered. I believe some object to the 
group system. I do not car~ myself what system 
is adopted, or how the land 1s lmd out, so long as 
people are brought here. It is people we want. 
Bring them in groups or bring them in single 
families, it does not matter so long as they are 
brought here under one system or the other 
That seems tome to matter but little, as it is people 
we want, and people we must h'we. Another 
great question is that of water conservation, and, 
with others who have expressed themselves, I 
regret exceedingly th•t nothing has been done 
in this particular direction. If my memory 
serves me correctly, a sum of money was phtced 
on the Estimates previously for this special pur­
pose, but, so far as we are aware, nothing what· 
ever has been done in carrying out the wishes of 
the House. This is a question more imtJOrtant 
than one is likely to imagine. At the present 
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time, for instance, vast quantities of water are 
running to waste. It is a time of plenty, and 
the idea should be to conserve an amount of 
thiR water in times when it is running past our 
doors. \Vhat an important part irrigation and 
water conservation is playing in the various 
countries in the world !-India, Egypt, and 
America in particular : and in the adjoining 
States great attention is being paid to this matter. 
I have read of the wonderful transformation 
which has taken place in connection with some 
of the gr8at irrigation schemes which have been 
entered into by other nations of the world, and 
the wonderful results which have followed, 
especially in the arid lands of America. I 
remember in one instance where land was 
offered for 10s. an acre, but when it was put 
under a system of irrigation it went up to 
some £30 per acre; and, indeed, it is said that 
lanrl so irrigated brought no lPss a sum thnn 
£100 an acre, and in odd instances even up to 
£400 an acre. 

:!'.Ir. HUXHA>I: That was cultivation. 

Mr. G. P. BARNES: Yes; it was cultiva.. 
tion. If one had time one could go very fully 
into this matter. Anyone who reads the reports 
of what has been done with the arid lands of 
America will have his eyes opened in a wonder­
ful manner, and will become a better informed 
man as regards the benefits of irrigation. About 
six months ago, when the i'Yiaryvale Estate was 
offered to the Kidston Government, the \Yar­
"·ick Chamber of Commerce, realising the advan­
tagFs which must accrue to the State from the 
adoption of a systerr, of water conservation and 
irrigation, suggested that a portion of thiLt 
splendid estiLte should be reserved for the 
special purpose of an irrigation colony. The 
situn,tion of the estate, with its surrounding· hills 
and ravinH, is such that it lends itself to a 
system of water conservation, and I trust that 
the Government will see their way to reserve a 
portion of the land for the purpose I have indi­
cated. ::\Iildura, which has only 9,000 acres of 
land under irrigation, is supporting a population 
which nu~bers 4,500, so that, on an average, 
there are about 2 acres to the individual. 

The SECRETARY FOR R.~IL\Y.\YS : The latest 
reports from Mildum arc to the effect that male 
personH cannot get work there, and that only 
women and children can get employment. 

Mr. G. P. BARXES: If that is so, there 
must be something wrong in the industrial con­
ditions which prevail there. The place may be 
over-peop'ed for its size. I do not know whether 
it is or not, but I do know that some 4,500 ner­
sons derive a livelihood from that land at ·the 
present time. Anyone who knows the Downs, 
and knows the character of Maryvale, will 
realise at once that the country is so rich, and 
the lay of the country of Huch a nature, that it 
offers the finest opportunity for the introduction 
of a system of water conservation and inigation. 
The things I have mentioned will help to bring 
about what we need, and what we must haYe If 
we are to retain our country. There must be the 
opening np of the country to close settlement, 
the building of railways to give employment to 
some who come here, and the adoption of intense 
cultivation by means of water conservation and 
irrigation to provide further employment for 
the people. These things will help to bring 
people here, and that is what we want. The 
hon. member for Albert referred yeoterday to 
the East-to the growth of China and ,Japan; 
and, to my mind, it is a criminal thing that 
nothing has been done by the various States of the 
Commonwealth in order to people this land of 
ours. A real danger threatens us. Japan is 
increasing in population at the rate of about one 
and a-half times our population e1·ery year, her 

lands are closely settled, and are fast being· 
worked out, and unless we are up and doing­
unless we people our land our.,el ves-it will be 
the duty of some other nation which does not 
possess shoulder room to take ad vantage of the 
vast areas we have unoccupied. \Ve have a 
great empty territory, and it should be the duty 
of Ministers to study how we may, with as 
little delay as possible, people that territory 
properly and profitably. \Ve have for about 
five years enjoyed a time of unexampled pro~­
perity, as is shown by our expanding revenue. 
Railways in 1902 netted £373,594, and in 
1H06 they netterl £/91, 94\l. 'l'his increase in net 
revenue is only in keeping with the increase 
in r.ur flocks and herde, and other live stock, 
For instance, horses increased from 3fHJ,G22 in 
1U02 to 4il2,91G in 1f\OG; cattle from 2,:}-13,4/1 
to :1,413,\JHJ; and sheep in round numbers from 
7,000,000 to 14,000,000. Other live stock in­
creiLsed in proportion. Our exports increased in 
the same period from £!1,171,323 to £12, 754,28!1. 
These facts proYe that we are in a condition of 
prosperity, and lead to the point which I wish 
to make, which is, that notwithstanding our 
growth and development, notwithstanding the 
evidences of our prosperity, our population has 
been stagnant. Our population remained the 
same at the end of 100G as it was in 11!02. N at­
withstanding the natural incresse in our popula­
tion, our numbers have increased'by only 22,500 
during that period. The question arises, 
\Vhat is the canse of this? The times have 
been prosperous, and the years have been 
opportune for development. \V hat is the reason, 
then, that advantage has not been tiLken of 
this signal opportunity to see that our popula­
tion j, increased and our resourceo developed? 
The verdict the country gave in May last was 
due to the fact that the Government of the day 
did not perform their duty s'tisfactorily to the 
8tate, and did not keep pace with our deve.lop­
ment and see that the population of the country 
increased corre;;pondingly. The country expects 
something to be done. The country expects a 
bold immigration policy to be adopted. \Ve 
recognise that it would be absurd to dump down 
innumerable groups of people in the country 
unless we cmnrnence to develop our resources on 
other lines than those hitherto followed. I had 
intended to say something about the \V ages 
Boards Bill and other m«tterc, but I know 
that other members desire to speak, and I 
shall therefore confine myself to a few brief 
remarks on the Wages Boards l~ill. I trust 
that, nowithstar,ding the fact that the ·wages 
Boards Bill is again to be introduced, the 
sympathy of this House will go r-ut to the men 

· who do not desire to come under 
[/.30 p.m.J that measure. The farmers have 

not made any req nest to be brought 
under it. They are stttisfied with the present 
position of thing;, and the voice of the farming 
comrnunities is altngether against their inclusion 
in the Bill. At least two of the seats lost to 
the Government were lost on account of the 
inclusion of farmers in the Bill. 'The hours of 
labour and the conditions are not such as to 
make the Bill suitable to mixed fiLrming or to 
the great dairying industry. I notice that an 
Old Age PFnsions Hill is to be introduced. I am 
very glad of th' t, and I trust that the all JWance 
will be fairly liberal, so as not to do away with 
the finer feelings of the people. l\ly earnest 
attention will be given to a measure of that 
kinrl. I wish something had been done to in­
clude a Redistribution of Seats Bill in the 
Government programme. If the people were 
representecl as they should be, this party would 
be thirty-five strong, the Government party 
would only be fifteen in numbers, whilst the 
Labour party would nunober twenty-two. 
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Surely it is high time for the introcluction of 
such a Bill. However, I take it that the matter 
of greatest concern, in whatever way it 1nay 
appeal to hon. meruber•, is the desirableness of 
bringing about a better understanding between 
capital and labour. Capital and lab0nr are to a 
large extent at war with each other. This 
should not be. \Yhy should we set one class 
against another? \Vhv should one section be 
seeking to work to the disadvantagn of the other? 
Should the opportunity offer, I will do all I con 
to improve the lot of the worker and t•l make 
his condition in life satisfactory to himself and 
to the people of this State. (Hear, hear ~) 

:\Ir .. l\IITCHELL (_Jfm·yuorouyh): Perhaps 
never m the history of ~lneensland has there been 
a more important debate than the one before the 
House at the present time. The unfortunate 
thing, and the surprise to most members of the 
House, is the manner in which it has been 
taken up by the Opposition-or I might •,ay the 
manner in which it has not Leen taken up by the 
Opp.JSition, becanse tnis constitutional ques­
tion is one that should have been defended to 
the bitter end by those sitting on the Opposi­
tion benches, They took np an o.ttitude last year, 
and occupied the Treasury henches in a manner 
that has never been known in the history of 
British politics. The hon, member for Albert 
last night referred to the fact that laymen made 
a pretence of understanding law in a manner 
that his profession sometimes e\'en avoided. 
:Now, this great constitutional question is not so 
much a question of points of law as it is a ques­
tion of the Constitution Act-an Act which has 
not been written for one particular line, but 
which has been Luilt up first by precedent and 
then by practice, and it is only where prece­
dent has become practice that it has become 
a part of the Con8titution. ::\Iany precedents 
ha' e been given from time to time ; but 
these precedents have never become practice, and 
therefore have never become parts of our great 
Constitution. The manner in which the Opposi­
tion have taken up this great question has been 
an object lesson to u<;. They have hunted for 
precedents from every part of the world, and 
they have brought forth precedents which have 
never become part of our Cunstitntion, \Vhat 
we want to do at the present tnne is to find out 
what is really meant by the Constitution, which 
we consider has been offended in high plac,,s­
which has been offended by the attitude which 
the late Goyernment took up a few months ago ; 
and, after finding out what is really meant by 
the Constitution, to see how greatly these peopie 
offended in the position they tnok up at thP end 
of last year. If we begin to find out on what our 
Constitution has been built up, we will find that 
it has been through certain precedents, which have 
become practice; and we might go right back to 
Runnymede, when John L'okland was compelled 
to sign ::\Iagna Charta. That was one of the 
precedents that est,;blished a system of practice 
-that the Commons were to have a sav in the 
management of the affairs of the country." Then, 
in jumping along history, we might see what 
happened to Charles I. whea he ><ttempted to 
resist the people. \Ve might also find out that 
there was a time when the Constitution was held 
sacred, 11n<l the power was vested in t,he church. 
Then the King and the church disputed for 
supremacy ; ilnd the time came when the people 
of Great Britain demanded, not only a right to 
say something, but when they demanded the 
right to say all-when they considered that they 
were the sovereign authority in determining 
what was the Constitution, aml how ib 
was to affect the peopl11 of the country. \Ve 
know that our Constitution has been built up 
Dn the English Conetitution, and we know 
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also that, now that the p:ople have become 
the sovereign power, it is right not ouly for 
the gentlemen who may hold the King's pre­
rogative, but also for advisers who are not in 
power by the will of the people, to give way to 
the Assembly, which-is all-powerful because it is 
respomible to the people. In :0Jovember last a dis­
pute arose betw< en His l\Iajesty's representa­
tive and the then Premier, Mr. Kidston. \Ve 
lmuw that Mr. Kidston resigned, and that Mr. 
Philp was sent for and formed a Ministry. ::\ly 
object in going back to precedent and practice 
was to show that in practice we expected and 
comidered, as an As"embly, that it was the 
duty of the Governor, knowing the weak­
ness of the Philp party in forming a Ministry 
that could not get Supplies from Parliament, 
to have recalled :\fr. Philp and asked Mr. 
Kidston to continue his Ministerial work. 
Some may say th11t such should not have been 
the case. Now, we know that in 1890 a case 
very much of this kind happEned in New Zea­
land. At that time the Earl of Onslow was 
Governor of New Zealand, and the Atkinson 
Ministry, who had been in power for a consider­
ithle time, were about coming to their end, Sir 
Harry Atkinson was anticipating a possible seri­
ous defeat 11t the polls, and he decided that it 
would be necessary for him to try and get anum­
ber of members appointed to the Council, so that, 
in the event of the Bal:tnce Ministry getting 
back to pc VI er-which they did-he might be 
able to block democratic legislation in the other 
House. He applied to l<overnor Onslow for 
eleven nominees to the Council, and he was 
granted six, which was considered a very fair 
number und'r the circumstance'. Innnediatelv 
after that the election tor ,k place, and resulted 
in the Atkinson Ministry being seriously de­
feated, and Balance coming back to P''wer. 
Balance, when he returned to power, found 
things exactly as he anticipated. Legislation 
was blocked in the other House, and he coni d 
not by any means he adopted in the Assembly 
get his measures through the Council. The 
result was that he applied to Governor Onslow 
for the appointment of eighteen ncminees to the 
Council, and Governor Onslow decidecl, as his 
term had nearly expired, that it would be wise 
to await the anival of the Earl of Glasgow, the 
new Governor. To this Balance consented, and 
in 1892, when the new Governor arrived, he 
asked for the appointment of eighteen nommees, 
and he was offered twelve. He was determined, 
however, that he would get what he a~kt d for. 
Governor Glasgow refused, and communication 
was opened up with Lord Ripnn, who, in commu­
nicating with Lord Wasgow, instructed him that 
when he had any measures to discuss with his 
advisers he was to discuss them from every point 
of view, but in the event of his advisers still 
maintaining that they had a right to what they 
were asking for, it was his duty to give way 
because they were responsible to the Assembly, 
and the higher power, the people. Now, I con­
ten.-! that that case is on all-fours with the case 
of the Kidston Ministry, Lord Chelmsford, and 
the Philp ::\linistry last year. I intend later on 
to give a quotation from "Todd" referring to a 
case which hap!Jened in Canada, which is ttlmoRt 
identical to the present ca,,e. 'l'he :i\Iacdnnald 
Ministry were defeated over a slight incident­
the site for a Government House ; and lYir. 
Brown was asked by the Governor-lleneral to 
form a :!\'Iinistry, hut he was distinctly in­
formed by the Governor-General that on no 
account would he grant a dissolution, and was 
told to communicate that fact to his colleagues. 
The result was that he formed a l\1ini;try, 
went to the House, was defeated, and 
returned to the Gnnrnor-lleneral to intimate 
the state of affairs. The Governor-General then 
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recalled :\!acdonald, and refused to grant a dis­
Bolution because the :'llinistry at that time had 
only been a few months in power, and the SP~son 
of the year was unsuitable for a genencl electwn. 
That is exactly the same position that the Kirl­
ston. :\linistry were in at the end of last year, 
and 1t shows that :\Ir. Phil!J, in his advice to the 
Governor to grant a dissolution, >ected wrongly. 
The Governor, acting on the advice of :\lr. 
Philp, made a nwst serious mistake. 

The SPEAKER: Order~ Hon. members are 
gettiug into the habit of addressing other hon. 
members by name. I must ask them to remem­
ber that the rule is that hon. members shall be 
referred to by the name of their conotituencies. 

iYir. :\IITCHELL : I s<ty there has been a 
mistake made, and this mistake was the cause 
of the people's representatives being sent to the 
country. \Vhen the late Mini,try went to the 
country, instead of taking up the defence of 
Lord Chelmsford, they introduced into diecns­
sion every possible thing but the question at 
issue. They never for a moment tried under any 
circumstance> to defend their action. They never 
for a moment tried to defend the mistake into 
which they had led Lord Chelmsford, but they 
introducr>d the cry of socialism ce1·sns anti-social­
ism; _they introduced the marriage tie question; 
they mtroduced the qnestion of the confiscation 
of property; :;end I may just say here that in 
~om<' towns-m the town of :i\Iaryborough, for 
m'tance-the argument was raised in order to 
frighten the people into voting- f~r those who 
were representing the late l\Iinistry that if 
socialism was introduced people woulci 'lose their 
identity. Fathers and mothers would simply 
become numbered, and the children themselves 
would simply be numerical incidents in connec­
tion with the family. They were told that their 
cottag-es would be confiscated by the socialists 
with the result that they would become poore;. 
and the socialists would become richer. All 
these questions were dragged in, and the great 
constitutional question was left out in the cold. 

Mr. W. H. BAR:>ES : \Vhao members of the 
late :'.Iinistry spoke in Maryborough during the 
last election ? 

Mr. MITCHELL: I did not say the m em hers 
<Jf the late Ministry spoke there. I referred to 
persons who were standing in the interests of the 
late :\Iinistry. In connection with that I say it 
wao a cowardly attitude on the part or the late 
:\Iinistry and its supoorters. Not one of them 
attempteu to defend Lord Chelmsford for what 
he had done, and not one of them raised the con­
stitutional question in favour of what had been 
done at that particular time. I say it was very 
cow!irdly indeed, because if Lord Chelmsford 
made a mistake, certainly he was led astray by 
the gentlemen who were <tt that time his ad,·isers. 
The mistake was in granting a dissolution to a 
Government which could not command a 
majority, and which could not command the 
Treasury. The first thing, according to our 
Constitution, that enables a man, or men, to 
take up the position of Premier and the positions 
of :\Iinisters, io to find cut if they have the con­
fidence of the Assembly, and if they have the 
people of the country behind them. The ques­
tion of the three parties has been dragged in, 
though for what purpose I do not know, except 
to hide the real question at issue. \Ve ccntend 
that, whatever they may say, they have no 
right to question what parties are in the House, 
or from whom the Premier gets his supp.1rt. 
All that either the Governor, or the Premier, 
or anyone in authority has to concern himself 
about is the Premier who has got a sufficient 
majority of votes in the House to enable him 
to carry on. That is the only person who is 

entitled to hold the position d Premier. It 
has been proved over and over ag-ain in the 
dtbate-frum this side and the Government 
bench<>,-that J\Ir. Kidston, as Premier at that 
time, had full conttol of the House, and that 
the late Premier had no control of the House. 
He had neither power to get :'iupply, nor power 
to adjourn the House, nor the power to do 
anything. Yet, when h~ asked for a dissolu­
tion it was granted him, which we consider at 
that particular time was a mistake. In deal­
ing with those fundamental principlee, it is 
only right to say that the Mini,;try who had 
caused the Governor to make the u1istake 
should have defended him, and would haYe 
defended him if they had been men of spirit, 
even 1£ it cost them their seatt:, becanse he was 
not in a position to defend hi1nself. 'l'he leader 
of the Opposition accused the present Premier 
of cowardice in attacking a ~entleman who had 
not the opportunity to defend himself in this 
House. \Vhose dnty was it to defend that 
gentleman if those who were responsible for his 
action would not do it? They had not the 
cournge to do it; they are to blame, and if 
there is anything to be done in the way of cen­
sure they should get it, whatever may be ;;aid 
about His Excellency. I do not want to dwell 
longer on this question. I will only say that 
whether a vote is to be taken upon it or not, it is 
impossible to ~et up in the Home and speak 
on it without feeling very warm on the sub­
ject-very warm indAed, but not angrily so. 
There is a difference between being warm 
and earnest when you see that a great and 
serious blunder has been made and ~etting 
angry with the petty squabblings of little men 
with little minds who try to obscure t!oe great 
question by dragging in perso· alities. \Vho is 
to blame is the great question that has to be 
decided. Before "itting down, I m>Ly say I was 
very pleast>d indeed to see that, according- to the 
programme of the Gm'ernment, they intend to 
reintroduce the Old Age Pensiom Bill. This 
really is a matter that is very desirable. And I 
do not think we should keep the old people wait­
ing until that Bill is passed. When the Bill was 
brought forward six months ago the old people 
were anticipating the possib1lity of getting their 
income raised from 5s. to 10s. per week. £60,000 
was set aside for that purpose. Six months have 
gone and the Bill is not ready yet. I contend 
that it is the duty of the Government-because 
they have it in their power, without any resolu­
tion of the House-to immerliately raise the 
allowance to 10s. per weflk. \V e can afterwards 
deal with thP- Bill on its merits ; and, in case the 
Bill should be rejected, I think the indigent 
allowance should stand in that way. \V e should 
not wait till next month. Let the· increase com­
mence from the 1st 1\iarch. 

Mr. \V. H. BARNES: Do you expect the Go­
vernment to follow the policy of the Opposition? 

Mr. MITOHELL: I do not expect the Go­
vernment to follow any policy .that emanates 
from the Oppo,ition "ide of the House, but if 
they adopted my suggestion they would be doing 
something that would be acceptable to the demo­
cratic portion of the electorates. 

Mr. BmnrAX : They have stolen some of our 
planks. 

Mr. MITOHET,L : They h:we stolen a lot of 
our planks, and would steal them ag-ain to­
morrow if they had an opportunity of doing so. 
The hon. member for Bulimba claims that it is 

their policy, and he only adopts the 
~S p.m.] old method of "dishing the \Vhigs" 

by saying that they would begin in 
January to incre&se the old age pension to 10s. 
Did they begin in J an nary as they promised 
the people? No. It was like many of their 

Mr. M itch ell.] 
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promises-it went to the winds, and it was never 
referred to again. I am rery anxious in this 
matter, and I think that the G"vernment, having 
had that £GO,OOO on the Estimalps, should begin 
immediately to use it, and let the Bill take its 
chance when it comes along. Another reason 
I ha,·e for adopting this attitude is that there is 
a proposition that the Commonwealth should 
very shortly take up the question of old age 
pensions, and it is just possib:e that this State 
may find it advisable to holr! over their old age 
pension scheme until they see what is going to 
be done bv the Commonwealth. In the event of 
that taki;,g place, the olrl people will still be 
hanging on and only getting 5>. a week. 

Mr. LE,;r"'A : And dying before they get it. 

Mr. )IITCHELL: Yes. If the indigent al­
lowance was raisPd from 5s. to 10s. a week, the 
Bill, instead of being· hurried through, could be 
considered in a way that would make it not only 
acceptable to the House but acceptable to the 
country, so I hope the Government will seriously 
consider the advisableness of taking that step. 
I am also glad to se-e that they are going to 
bring np their rail way policy so quickly, not­
withstanding the fact that the hon. member for 
l\Ioreton and other members intimated that 
there were no railways ready. 

Mr. \V. H. BAHNE5 : Only one. 
Mr. RO\DIAN: There were five laid on the 

table to-day. 

Mr. ::\IITCHELL: If there was only one 
ready at that particular time, there must have 
been others just on the verge of readiness, be­
cause, if they had not been in an ad \'anced stage 
of preparation, there would hare been no possi­
bility of their being laid on the table to-day, so 
that I think there must have been some mis­
understanding on tile part of the hte J\IIinister 
for Railw.qs. 

Mr. BmnBN: Misrepresentation. 
::\Ir. MITCHELL : You might call it misre­

sentation. 
Mr. \V. H. BAHNES: It has not been denied 

by your side. 

Mr. ::\IITCHELL: Oh yes; I read where the 
Premier denied it, and told the people to whom 
he was speaking thai there would have been 
twelve railways that would have been ready. 

Mr. \V. H, B.'>HNES : It was a question of 
faith. 

Mr. :\ITTCHELL: It was n0t a question of 
faith, but it was knowledg-e. They had know­
ledge of whil.t had been dcne in the department, 
and they were prepared Hnr! ready to place those 
railways hefore this As~embly when they had an 
opportunity of doing so, so if there is any one to 
blame to.chy for the unemployed not having 
those rail ways to go on with it is the Minister 
who advised Lord Chelmsford to clis<olve Parlia­
ment. There is not the slightest doubt that it 
was not the interest of the country that tempted 
them to do that; it was not their patriotism, nor 
their love for right and dllty, but it was their 
desire to get the 1alaries e.nd hold the positions 
of Minister, of the State, 

Mr. LESIXA: You were after the boodle, 
brother. 

Mr. BmnrAx: Place and power. 
Mr. \V. H. BAHNES : It is satisfactory to 

know that there a.re one or two patriots in this 
House, including yourself. 

Mr. MI'l'UHELL : I do not think that I have 
ever claimed to be a patriot, but I am quite sure 
that anyone who knows the hon. member for 
Bulimba will never make the mistake of calling 
him one. There is one thing I would like to 
speak about. I have mentioned it every time I 

[Mr. M itchell. 

have spoken on the Address in Reply, and about 
two years ago I thought I was near getting 
8omething done in the matter, and it is this : 
Nearly all the members on this side of the 
Ho·_1se have got np ar.d fought for the poor 
unfortunate farmer who is being starved to 
de;<th. They are talking about immigmtion,. 
and the great admntage it would be to have 
more people settled on the land; but there is 
one thing we neglect-that is, our secondary in­
dustrie~, and until we devise some method 
whereby we can aosist and increase our secondary 
industries we will never get the class of immi­
grants that we want. 

Mr. LESINA : Start State workshop"'. 

Mr. I\IITCHELL: \Ve haYe men coming hete 
as tailors, nwchinists, and under various gube~, 
pretending to take up land, but they know 
nothing about land, and when they come uut 
they trek from Queensland into the other Statee, 
where they have an opportunity of getting em­
ployment in the industries in which they ha1·e 
been trained. The result is that Queensland has 
to pay the immigration fees for these people. 
\V hen they arrive they say, "\Vhat is the use of 
con1ing here? I an1 a mechanic; there is no 
work for me, o.nd it ia necessary for me tu go to 
New South \V ales." I do not wish to cease 
offering the money gift they receive-that can be 
kept going; but there is sur~ly a way of devi:'ing 
some method of manufacturmg our own agncul­
tural implements and many other things re­
quired here, and by that means to encourage 
mechanics from other countries to come here. 
Just let me give an evidence of that. \Vhen 
those engines were "bout to he constructed for 
the railways, I know that both EvHns, Ander-· 
son, and Uo. and \Valkers Limited had to send 
out of the country in order to get mechanics to 
come here to do the wnrk required to be done. 

Mr. \V. H. B.~HNES : You said they would not 
stay here. 

Mr. MITCHELL: I say if we were to devise 
some means by which we could increase our 
industrial works we would get a class of 
mechanics to come and stay here. There were 
a number who came here expecting to get work, 
but they could nut go on the land, and they 
went out of the country to seek for work. 

Mr. Lm·H"'A: \Vhy should they stay here 
when they could go to New South \Vales and 
get an old age pension? 

Mr. MITCH:ELL : I hope that the Govern­
ment will show sympathy with the old people, 
and also show sympathy with the mechanic­
that they will not only put it in words hut put it 
into action, so that this House will he able tu 
commend it, and the country will be able to 
approve of their action. 

Mr. COYNE ( Wan·cgo), who was received 
with Government and Labour cheers, ~ 1id : I 
desire to make a few remarks on the Address in 
Reply before the debate closes. I do not intend 
to speak at great length, as I understand that 1t 
is the intention of the Premier, if he poss1bly 
can, to close this _debate to-night, in order that 
we may get on w1th the work of the country. 
Like the senior member for ?.Iaryhorough, who 
has just resmned his seat, I am very pleased 
indeed with the number of humane measures 
that are foreshadowed in the Governor'>• Speech, 
and in the main principles of them. I will g·ive 
the very best support which I can to them. 
\Vhen the•e measures come before the House I 
will probably find some re"son to disagree with 
the matters of detail contained in them. How­
ever, in the main J will give them my s~1pport. 
The first one that has taken my eye m con­
nection with this matter is the Elections Act 
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Amendment Bill. (Hear, heat• !) If that Bill 
does nothin~ else than remove that postal vote 
horror it will do very good work. 

LABOUR A~D GovEmDIENT l'llE~IBERS : Hear, 
hear! 

::'vir. COY)[E : Besides that, I unrlerstand 
that there is a provisioninitforthegrouping-ofthe 
ball0t·bnxes of the small polling. booths. I hope 
that will he carried out. I hope, also, that the 
law ~<ill be made in such a way that it cannot 
be violated without the official responsible for 
its violation beir,g severely punished, becrtme 
in the greater number of iustances where the 
Elections Act has been violated the officials 
have been to blame. In none d the Elections 
Acts which have been passed up to the pre~ent 
time have there been any penalties provided 
for breaches of or violations of the law by the 
officials administering that law. There should 
be some provision ma2e for penal ties for such 
corruption as has taken place in the past; 
anc1 we should, therefore, apply ~1enalties to 
the officials who are responsible for the wrong 
admin,tration of that law. I also hail with 
rlehght an Old Age Pensions Bill. (Hear, hear!} 
I trust that the measure will not be surrounded 
by the humiliating, irritating, unnecessary, and 
bemeaning provisions which "ere contained in 
the Bill introduced last year. 

::'vir. LESI!'i.\: Th•.t was a scandalous measure. 
::'vir. KEOGH: Who introduced it? 

::'vir. COY::\E: It does not matter to me who 
introduced that measure, but if the Bill which is 
to be introduced this session has those provisions 
in it then I can assure this House that those 
humiliating provisions will be met with the 
greatest possible opposition that I can giw to 
them. (Labour hear, hear.,!) This indigent 
allowance, which we have had for a number of 
years, has been found to be a failure. There is 
one case in my district which I will relate. An 
old gentleman who was in receipt of the in­
digent allowance of 5'. a week trierl to ke~p 
his aged wife as well as himself on this 5•. 
a week. She me.de application for a similar 
amount for herself. The department said, "\Ve 
will give you an indigence allowance all right," 
and they did so. But in what manner did 
they do it? By taking half-a·crown away 
from the old chAp and giving it to the old 
woman, making it 2s. Gd. a week for each. I 
say that is disgraceful. And yet we boast about 
an advanced, civilised country! I think that to 
take 2<, Gel. away from a m.>n's 5s. a week, in 
order to !'ive it to his aged wife as an indigent 
allowance, wa"' an insult to those people. It is 
not only an insult to them, but it is an insult to 
the intelligence of the elt•ctors of this State who 
allow snch a thing to obtain in it. I see that 
there is a Land Act Amendment Bill fore· 
shadowed in the Governor's ~peech. I am not 
too much wrapped up in these Land Act Amend­
ment Bills myself, because I look upon them 
simply as a matter of patchwork. I think if the 
Miuister for Lands was well advised he would 
consolidate our land laws. ::\ow, I am not going 
to lecture the Minister for Lands. I think that 
I have a right to give expr~"ion to my 
opinion in this House-(hear, hear !)-and I hope 
that while I am doing so it will be under­
stood that I am not lecturing the J'vlinister for 
I~ands. (Hear, hear !) But I think that the 
Government would be well advised-and the 
J'viinioter in charge of the Lands Department 
would be well advised, too-if he introduced a 
consolidating Act which would simplify the 
land laws of this State. I venture to say that 
an,ong all the lawyers in that very eminent 
professi<'n there are very few who thoroughly 
understand our land laws at the present time. 
Therefore, I say that our land laws should b~ 

consolidated and simplified more than they are at 
the present time. In connection with our lands 
ad1nini.stration, I regard as a n1ost important 
factor in the close settlement uf our lands-more 
especially in the back blocks that are not fit 
for agriculture-the sinking of artesian bores to 
provide water in the great immenee dry tracts uf 
country that we have out there away from the 
agricultural districts, and out of the rainfall 
area. 

Mr. LESINA : They should be put on the slock 
routee, too. 

Mr. COY~E: Yes; on the stock rontes, too. 
That interjection of the hon. member for Cler­
mont rEminds me, in connection with the stock 
routes, that in my electorate-in Angathella, 
which is a main stock route from the Centre and 
North of Queensland to the South, there is 
sc~rcely any water-not sufficient, at any rate, 
to water stock for the greater portion of the 
average year which they get in that portion of 
the country. \Vhen the senior member for 
Fortitude Valley was the member for that dis­
trict-the \Varrego-he endeavoured to get a 
certain sum placed on the Estimates for half the 
cost of sinking an artesian bore at Augathella, 
where the water could be got at a reasonable 
depth, and the Government pr :mised to lend 
the other half to the local authority there on the 
usual terms. Although that has been promised 
for a nu m her of years it has not been done yet. 

::'vir. LESI!'iA : Demand it. 

Mr. COY::\'E: Yes; from my place here in 
the House I demand it. That bore is required 
not only for the residents of Aug-athella hut for 
the people of (.lueensland who send their stock 
from the Northern Territory and from Central 
and Northern Queensland to the Southern part 
of the State, and they all pass through there, as 
it is one of the main routes. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is one of 
the most important stock routes in Que.ensland. 

Mr. OOYNE: Yes, it is one of the most 
Important stock routes in Queen,.Jand. ln con­
nection with land settlement and close settlement 
of land, I take it that the Government intend 
to facilitate the settling on the land, as 
much as possible, uf landless people. \V ell, if 
that is so, I would point out that those landless 
people, as a rule, have a very limited supply of 
capital. They might have sufficient to pull 
through for the first few years-say five years­
which are the most trying years of a settler's 
life even in ordinarily good -;easuns. Of comee, 
I i'Lm in favour of les•ees. I am not in favour of 
any other tenure but leasehold. 

LABOUR MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. COYNE : I am in favour of the leasing 
system, and I think if the Government provided 
that the lessee should pay no rent for the first 
five years, provided he effected permanent im· 
provements er1ual in vaiue tu the amount of 
rent remitted, I think that would be doing 
something towards brirging about oettlement 
on the land. I was very plea,ed indeed 
to hear from the hon. member for Albert, when 
he made that splendid speech of his yesterday 
evening, that the farmers were paying a very 
good wage to their employees. Now, a \V ages 
Boarcs Bill, I understand, is for the purpose of 
bringing all the industries that are provided to 
be brought under it into line in the matter of 
paying good wages. And it is only those who 
are paying bad wages, or what is ordinarily 
called "sweating wages/' who have to fear a 
\V ages Boards Bill. I might say, before I pro· 
ceed further with that subject, that I am not too 
much wrapped up in a \V ages Boards Bill. I 
would prefer very much to see a Compulsory 

Mr. Goyne.J 
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Arbitration Act in place of a ·wages Boards 
Bill. I say that because I do not think there 
are the same facilities provided in a \V ai(es 
Boards Bill as there are in a Compulsory Arbi­
tration Act. 'rh is opinion I have formed after a 
study of the operation of wage' boards in other 
States of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. \V. H. BARC'IES: \Vh11t about compulsory 
arbitration in some of the ot.her States? 

Mr. COYXE: I was just going to refer to 
that. I preimme the hon. memb~r is alluding 
to the Arbitration Act in New South \Vale", 
which eve-ry bodv admits has sigually failed in 
its object. The reason the Arbitration Act of 
New :South \Vales has failed in its object-and I 
may say that it was doomed from the very time 
it was passed-was because of the bias of those 
who administered the Act. 

1\lr. LESil\A: There were lawyers administer­
ing it. 

Mr. COYXE: Ye,, There were men ad­
ministering that Act who had no sympathy at 
all with its object_ The only man in the 
Ministry of ?\ ew South \V ales who had any 
sympathy with the Act was Mr. B. R. \Vise, 
who is now in England. He introduced and 
forced the Act through Parliament. I do not 
think that any member of the Ministry who 
were in office when it was introduced, or any 
member of any :Y1inistry who have since been in 
officP, had the slightest sympathy with the 
measure. They did not believe in forcing men 
to pay a decent wage to their employees. But., 
if we cannot get a Conciliation and Arbitration 
Act, we 'hall have to accept what we can get; 
and, although a \V ages Boards Bill will not go 
nearly os far as I should like to see a measure of 
that description g-o, still it is worth while giving 
it a trial. It will certainly imrrove the condi­
tions nnder which a number of employees live. 
I might here refer for a moment to the Federal 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act, which has 
given complete satisfaction to e\'eryone concerned 
in the decisions which it has given up to the 
present time. The people connected with every 
ind11stry which has sought protection under that 
Act view it with the greatest satisfaction. The 
bon. member for Bnlimba, the hon. member for 
Albert, and the ban. member for Lockyer, 
referted to the \V ages Boards Bill as applied to 
farmerR. 

Mr. \V. H. BARNES: I did not refer to that 
at all. 

Mr. COY:'\E: The hon. member for Warwick 
made an ''d mi,e; icordimn appeal to members 
that they would not for goodness' sake make it 
apply to farmers. \Ve have been told that 
farmers pay the highest wages paid in any in­
dustry, primary or secondary. 

OPPOsiTI0:-1 l\JE3IBERS: So they do. 

Mr. COY:'\E : If they do, why do they dread 
the Wages Boards Bill? 

Mr. i-.lACKI~TOSH : The farmers do not want it. 
1\Ir. COY::'{E: \Ve know that the farmers 

do not want it, bnt the farmers' employees do 
want it, and this House is as much crrlled upon 
to protect the employees as to prutect the 
farmers. 

Mr. 1\L\OKI~TOSH : I mean that the farmers' 
employees do not want it. 

1\Ir. CUYN"E: The members who sit behind 
the Kidston Government will, 1 take it, vote in 
favour of the \V ages Boards Bill, which the Pre­
mier indicated at Allora would apply to every 
industry as far as be was concerned. The hon. 
member for Albert and the hon. member for 
Warwick said they did not mind apply:ng the 
\V ages Boards Bill to the secondary industries. 

[Mr. Coyne. 

I think that is a case of applying it to the other 
fellow. If it is poison, try it on the dog-try it 
on the other fellow. 

Mr. GRA1SON: The conditions are different. 
Mr. COYN"E: I do not see that the conditions 

are different. I take it that an employee in that 
industrv has as much right to be looked after in 
legislation as the man who employs him. :For 
that reason I firmly believe that that measure, 
or any similar measure that may be introduced, 
will get the united support of the party with 
whom I sit. There is one Bill forecasted in the 
Governor's Speech that I am going to oppose 
with all the strength I possess-that is the Bill 
for a referendum on the question of Bible reading 
in State schools. I will offer that meaSllre my 
strenuous opposition. I do not belie;-e it is the 
function of this House to interfere with people's 
consciences. I do not think there is any urgen~ 
demand for such a measure fron' the people of 
this State. It would be a very handy thing 
at a general election to divert the minds of 
the people from the real questions which they 
should be concerned about; but, while I hold 
that it is the duty of every honest-minded man 
in this Asoembly, or outside it, to support any­
thing that we can justly deal with, I do not 
think this is a question which comes within the 
pro vine e of the Legislature. In dealing with 
secular subjacts we are on common ground, but 
when it ·comes to a question of religion we 
should halt, and I feel certain that the party 
with which I sit wiil vote solidly against that 
measure. At any rate, whether they do or not, 
I know what I am going to do. I have dealt 
with this matter before my constituents, and 
have told them that I intend to oppose the 
measure. 

Mr. W. H. B.<lllNES: And yet you advocate a 
general referendum. 

1\Ir. COYNE : Yes, I ad vacate a generai 
referendnm, and if a Bill providing for such a 
referendum were introduced to-morrow it would 
have my support; but this is one of the most 
contentio11s rnat.ters that could be brought before 
the House or the people, and I do not think a 
referendum should be taken on the subject of 
religion. I notice that there is a proposal to 
amend the \Vorkera' Compensation Act. If that 
amendment is in the direction, as I believe it iA, 
of allowing compensation from the moment an 
injurv is received by a workman, it will have 
my heartiest support. I also note that mention 
is made of a Rabbit Boards Act Amendment 
Bill. This rabbit board b11siness is something 
that I have given considerable attention to. 

Mr. KEOGH: That is a national question. 

Mr. COYNE: Yes. I do not mind the hon. 
member for Rosewood being a socialist, and 
shall be glad to receive him with open arms 
when he become>~ sufficiently converted. \"fhile 
I admit that the rabbit boards have done very 
good work in the past, and are likely under 
proper management to do fairly good work in 
the future, still, looking at the experience of 
other States, I can see that in connection 
with the rabbits we have a great indmtry lying 
bidden because of want of encouragement to 
export rabbits from Queensland. If encourage­
ment were given to export rabbits, that would 
go a long way towards exterminating the rab hit, 
and such a trade could be worked in conjunction 
with the laws which are in force at the present 
time. If the Minister intends to do something 
towards opening up an export trade in rabbits, 
so that it may assume the dimensir ns of the 
rabbit trade in New South \Vales, Victoria, and 
New Zealand, be will have my strongest Blip­
port. 'rh ere are a few matters which are not 
mentioned in the Speech that I should like to draw 
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the attention of the House to for a moment. 
I should like to draw the attention of the Secre­
tary for Railways to the fact that the accommo­
dation on our railways at the present time is 
simply disgraceful. (Hear, hear !) 1\Iore especially 

does this apply to the accommoda­
[8.30 p. m.] tion provided for sec.md-class pa>· 

sengers. The \Vestern mail to 
Charleville and Cunnamulla is simply a disgrace. 
\V omen, children, and men are all' huddled to­
gether in what can be called by no better term 
than dog boxes, where the atmosphere is poisonous 
to little children who may be on their wrLy down 
here to obtain medical treatment, or are return­
ing after it. They have to live in that otifling 
atmosvhere during the hours of the night and 
day. There is not one clay in the year when that 
state of things cannot be found on the \Vestern 
mail, and it is the duty of the Government to 
make better provision for the travelling public. 
\Vhile I agree with railw:1y extension, I also 
believe we should make the beot possihle pro­
vision for traveliers before we go in for spending 
too much money in extending our railways. 

Mr. \V. H. l3ARNE~: Get yonr leader to mal;:e 
a demand, and it will be carried out at once. 

Mr. COYNE: I do not believe that. That is 
only the hon. member'" jocular way of putting 
things. 

The Pm:,nER : It would be better to do both. 

Mr. COYXE: Yes. In the other States the 
accommodation is palatial compared with the 
accomodation vrovided in Queensland. It is not 
so bad, of course, with regard to first-class 
passenger.,. I have seen the \Vestern m>dl 
running with five or six empty fir~t-class cnm­
partmentB, while people are huddled together in 
the second-class carriages like a lot of sheep. 
Another thing to which I would like to draw 
the attention of the Secretary for llail ways is 
that it is absolutely cruel to ask people-and 
more especially women and children-to travel 
long distances without proper lavatory accom­
modation. (Hear, hear !) 

An HmWUI\AllLE 11E1IBER: Then there are 
no water bags. 

Mr. COY:'\])~ : I hope that before the session 
closeR there will be an amendment of the 
Shearers and Sugar \Vorkers' Accommodation 
Act, making provi•ion for the better accommo­
dation of station employees. (Hear, hear !) 
There is a great deal of dissatisfaction among 
the station employees at the vresent time at the 
Act being so one-sidf·]. \Vhen 0hearers and 
rouseabouts come to a shed, they get very good 
accommodation. \Vhen the station employees 
are working about the shearing-Abed they get the 
accommodation provided under the Act, but 
when they go to the station they have to live in 
dog kennel~. I am also remmcled by the hon. 
member for Flinders that it would not be a bad 
idea for the Secretary for Railways to take into 
consideration the rotten accommodation pm­
vided for pern1anent lengthbinen on our railways. 
(Hear, hear !) 

Mr. \V. H. BAHXES : And for some of our 
stationrnasters, too. 

Mr. COY NE: There is another public depart­
ment to which I hopa some attention will be 
given by the Government during this year. 
There is a growing feeling of dissatisfaction in 
the Police Force at the \'ery bad treatment they 
are getting from this and past Government,, 
At the present time the men have to buy their 
own uniforms. They must also be in a position 
to go about in plain clothes. They must a! ways 
be well dressed and look respectable, and the 
outcome is that some of the very best men that 
we require for the Police J!'orce are l0oking for 

something else-anything rather than remain in 
the Police Force. It is also true that men are 
going to the other States of the Commonwealth 
to take up positions in the Police Forces there 
rather than remain in (lneensland, where they 
are being treated eo tyrannically. The leader of 
the Opposition, the hon. member for Bulimba, 
and the hon. member for Oxley referred to the 
fact that the late Government were in a quan­
d:uy as to what they should do in the matter of 
paying the public servants. 

Mr. KEOGH: Well, they paid them. 

Mr. COY~E: Exactly so, and so might the 
hon. mfmher, if he got into a bank, pay the em­
ployees in the bank, although he wonld not have 
any authority to do so. 

Mr. \V. H. }}A!iXES: He would have to get 
authority to get in, though. 

Mr. COYKE : Yes; " key would do that. 
Mr. LEX:>ON : A i-keleton key ? 

The SPEAKEH : Order ! 

1\lr. COY~E: The leader of the Opposition 
said that he was compelled to pay the public ser­
vants-that there was no alternative for him. He 
was the principal adviser of His Excellency. I 
think there was an honourable alternative open 
to the hon. gentleman, and that was to resign 
his position and allow someone who had the con­
fidence of this Home and of the people to pay 
them legally. The hon. gentleman who now 
leads the Government lmd the confidence of this 
House. 

Mr. KEOGH: I dmy that. 

Mr. COYKE: The memorial sent to the 
Governor at the last moment proved that in con· 
testably. 

An OPPOSITION i\In:;rm:n: He had resigmd. 

Mr. COY NE: I am not forgetting for a 
moment that the hon. gentleman resigned. He 
may have done wrong, and I am not here as an 
apologist fur him; and prnhahly before this 
session closes, or bdore this Parliament comes to 
an end, if the hon. gentiemnn introduces s01ne­
thing on which I cannot see eye to eye with !Jim, 
hon. members will find that I am just as strongly 
in opposition to him as the members sitting on 
the direct Opposition benches. 

i\Ir. \V. H. Rtr\NE~: You will vote for the 
Government all the time. 

Mr. COYXE: I rlo nnt Bee any logic in that 
position. I am just stating what I came here to 
do. I am not here t.o champi•'n the head of the 
Government, because be can do it better for 
himse1f than I can do it for him. But I say 
that the only honourable course open to the late 
Pre1nier was to have reE,igned his p.)sition, and 
hand it over to someone who had the confidence 
of this House and of the country. (Hear, hear!) 
I notice the cheerful way in which some of the 
menibers sitting in direct Opposition refer to the 
fact that they came back representing an in­
creased number of voters. 

Mr. KEOGII : 83,000. 
1\lr. COYNE : Another hon. member-and I 

believe one of the chiefs of the direct Opposi­
tion--said over 100,000. \Yell, I "''Ill""e a 
handful of thousands does not matter either here 
or there with those hon. members. However, I 
will take the word of tl-.e hon. member for Hose­
wood that it was 83,000. J'\ow, if the senior 
member for Townsville went to the country with 
a h·sser number of electorH behind him than he 
has got now, what ha<; happened since then~ If 
he thinks he has the confidence of the {.eople, by 
what method of logic does he come back to this 
House and sit in the cold shades of Opposition, 
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instead of hangin~ on to his position by reason 
of the extra number of voters who are behind 
him and his party. 

i\fr. \V. H. BARNES: It is the unfair electoral 
rolls. (Laughter.) 

:\lr. COYKE: Something always happens. 

::\Ir. Cow.H: They always have an excuse. 

;\lr. COYXE: The honourable course for the 
hon. gentleman to have followed was to have 
come back to this House a-; the leader of the 
Gc1vernrnent-in the same position a~ he went to 
the country- drafted his Addn"<S from the 
Throne, as was done by this Government, drafted 
his Address in Reply, bronght it before this 
House, and stoorl up and defended his acti0n 
when he went tu the country; and when he went 
to it in a manner which, 1 believe, if just that 
one C[Uestion had been submitted to them, 90 
per cent. of the electon, would have declared to 
be illegal. If he was an honouritble man, he 
W<mld have come hack and defended his position, 
and taken his gruel as a man in this House. 

:\Ir. P.\GET: Then he would have been charged 
with hanging on to office. 

}Ir. COYKE: They had good rea.,on for 
hanging on to office. You have the 1·ery best 
reason in the world, and if it is nut a good 
refls0n, then let us not hear any n;ore about the 
extra number of voters who were behind the 
leader of tee Opposition at the l>tst election. 
If that were the only subject submitted to 
the electore, of ,course we would get a definite 
answer; but there is very little chance undm our 
present party system of gGing to the electors 
with a clear-cut issue. Something always 
happens to cloud the issue, and I cannot at this 
stag-e help referring to something which has been 
referred to by --ome other hon. members, and 
that is the way in which the hon. member for 
Bulimba libelled the party with which I have 
the hononr to be associated. The hon. member 
said, on Lhe 6th J an nary last, in his address in 
the School of Arts at Bulimba-

Looked at fairly ar1d squarely the present contest 
was bet1veen socialism-the socialism which aimecl nt 
l'eligiou aud the marriage tie: the socialism of Tom 
)!ann and Keir Hardie-and anti-socialism. 

The hon. member will not deny those words. 
They were printed by his chief Press supporter. 
and sent broadcast throug-hout Queemland. I 
am sure the hon. gentleman is heartily ashamed 
of having med those words, and heartily ashamed 
of the Press which printed them-a Press which 
printed lies about the party of the humanity to 
which I belong-printed lies about me person­
ally, ''nd based a leading article on it> own mis­
report. 

1'111-. LESIXA: No wonder you were elected. 

:\Ir. COYNE: l\ow, I firmly believe that the 
moral cha,racter of the hon. member for Bulimba 
is of the very hest-(hear, hear !)--and I also say 
that the mora-l chamcter of 1fr. Keir Hardie, 
who is re-,pected by millions of the inhabitants 
of Great Britain, is equal to, and will bear 
favourable comparison with, thr~t of the hon. 
member for Bulimba. 

:\fr. \V. H. BARNES: You succ-essfully kept 
him from \,\neensland during the general elec­
tion. 

1\Ir. COY~E : The Labour party of Queens­
bud would have welcomei him here if it had 
been possible to get him here. I will conclude 
by saying that there is one Bill foreshadowed in 
the Speech which shall havA my hearty support. 
I refer to the Bill to amend the Audit Act. If 
that Bill only succeeds in preventing a repetition 
of the brigandage carried out by the hon. mem­
ber who leads the 0 pposition and his followers 
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when the dissolution was brought abont, it will 
do excellent work, and I say we ought to be 
thankful to any Government who will bring in a 
measure of that description which will prevent a 
repetition of the di~graceful acts of the Opposi­
tion m em ber8. I trust, befow the session closes, 
that all tbe Bills foreshadowed in the Speech 
will be passed, with the exception of the Bible in 
t:ltate t:lchools Referendum Bill, which will have 
my most hearty opposition. All 0ther portions 
of the programme of the Government meet with 
my most hearty approval, and I will do my besb 
to help thEm put that programme into active 
operation for the benefit of tire people and the 
country. 

" CYir. WIXSTAXLEY ( Clwrtrrs Towers): It is 
not my intention to occupy very much time, as 
I recognise quite fully that I have not been sent 
down here to try and see how many pages of 
Hans"rd I can till, but in order to help in the 
passage of useful legislation. At the same time, 
I should be neglecting my duty if I f~<iled to say 
a few words on this occasion in reference to the 
constitutional question. I do not propose to dtal 
with it as it has been dealt with this itfternoon, 
but I do want to say that it was one of the 
pt·ominent questions in my constiluency. \Ve 
were told by the other candidates that there was 
no constitutional question, or that it had nothing 
whatever to do with the election. As far as 
they possibly could they tried to cioud the is,uc, 
and throw dust in the eyes of the electors. But 
the electors were not to be lightly turued aside. 
They recog-nhed that there was"' constitutional 
quesdon; that their liberties had been infringed, 
and that their freedom was likely to be curtailed. 
:For that reason ths electors of Charters To1vers 
saw fit to retum me and my colleague. and a 
vote wss r<>corded such as has never been re­
corded at any previous election in the history of 
the State. In spite of all that was said to the 
contrary, the people recognised that someone, 
whoever it might be, had blundered, and I am 
C[Uite satisfied that they expect something to be 
said, and somet'ring to be clone, which will make 
this kind of thing impossible ia the future. 
Xow, a great deal has been said about the regret 
expressed in the Address in Reply. I :1m confi­
dent that the electors of Charters Towers will be 
surprised at the nwderateness and cue with 
which this regret has been expressed. I am 
quite satisfied on that point, and I think, for the 
sake of future generations, it should be made 
quite clear that the things tlr"t have happened 
dming the past few months shall not again 
happen in this State of c;lueensland. \Ve have 
heard it said again and again that the Governor 
did a perfectly legitimate thing- in referring the 
matter to the people, and if the Parliament had 
run its course the probabilities are that he,woulcl 
have done a legitimate thing, but the question 
arises whether it is neceRqary to go to the 
people every five or six months for a man­
date, or whether the elected representatives 
cannot be be trusted tn g-o on as long as they pos­
sibly can, and until all the reqources of the House 
have been exha.u,-.ted. I think the electors gave 
tht:ir answer clearly and emphatically r~t the 
election before last, >tnd they have given it much 
more emphatically on this occasion. There can 
be no mistaking the opinion of the elPctors in 
most of the electorates. I am confident that the 
constitutional question was one of the prominent 
questions on which the electors decided, and the 
people are expecting that something wi 11 be done 
permanently to prevent the kind of thing that 
has happened-of advantr~ge being taken to try 
and score at the expense of the country and with 
very much inconvenience to all concerned. Now, 
something has been said about justices of the 
peace being appointed before the elections, and 
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it has been pointed out that a very serious 
wrong was done in striking those men off the 
Commisoion of the Peace. I do not think a 
wrong was done, unless it was when they were 
put on. I am talking about one I know of. 
At Charters Towers seventeen additional justices 
were appointed just previous to the election, 
although there were quite enough of them before 
to do all the work that is necessary to be clone. 
Out of tho3e seventeen that were appointed, I am 
safe in saying that at least ten, if not twelve, were 
appointed because they were friends of the Thiinis­
terial candidates, and for the express purpose of 
taking part in the election. If there is any 
Doubt about that point it can be cleared away by 
turning up the applications for postal votes, and 
finding out who witnessed those applications, and 
who witnessed the ballot-potpers. I am told that 
the names of those men were not sent in the 
usual COlll'Se to the police inspectors-perhaps 
for good r~<tsons. They were sent to the electoral 
association, while they took off some of whom 
they were doubtful. At any rate, these men 
were appointed for an express purpose, and they 
did the work they were expected to do as far as 
was in their power. 

:>.Ir. ,JENKINSON: A certain percentage of them 
were recommended by the present Premier. 

1Ir. WIXSTAXLEY: I know nothing about 
that, bnt I am certain he has clone the right 
thing to strike them off the roll. A good deal 
has been said about the postal vote, and how its 
abolition is going to deprive women of their 
right to exercise the franchise. "\.great interest 
has been displayed on this side in the women, 
and yet when they had the opportunity to give 
them the vote they refused to do so, and de­
prived them nf the right to vote as long as they 
possibly could. \Ve all know that the right of 
women to vote was given, not by this side, but 
by the other. A good deal has been said about 
people being a long way from the polling-booths, 
and about women being unwilling or unable to 
leave their homes to record their voteil. I am 
confident that when that return is placed on the 
table which was moved for to-day it will be 
found th"t where the people live furthest a way 
from the polling-booths most wo\nen went to the 
poll, and where the electorates were most com­
pact thP postal vote was most used. (Hear, 
hear!) Charters Towers is one of the most com­
pact electorates in the State, and there was a 
larger postal vote recorded thPre than in any 
other electorate in the State. There were 2,775 
applications made, and over 2,500 postal votes 
recorded. 

}fr. KENNA: \Yhat became of the balance? 
}fr. WINSTAJ'\LEY : I could tell you, but 

I will not. As to the 1tbolition of the postal 
vote depriving women of their vote, I make bold 
to say that more women are deprived of the free 
exercise of their vote by the postal vote than will 
lose their vote in the other direction. (Hear, 
hear!) There is no doubt in my own mind that 
a very large number of women, at Charters 
Towers at ~tll events, who exercised the postal 
vote did so under pressure-under influence that 
had no right to be brought to bear upon them. 
It is a well-known fact that enemies of mine 
went round when the women wera by themselves 
-when their husbands were at wo~k-and told 
them that if the socialists were returned their 
husbands would lose their billets, and they would 
lose their property and everything they possessed 
-that it was going to be divided up. Last time 
this was successful, and the men who were re­
turned to thie Chamber made it a boast that it 
was through the po,tal 'ate. However, it will 
b~ a goocl thing when not only the postal vote is 
abolished, but when even canvassing is abolished, 
c·md when people are allowed to exercise their 
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own free will and free choice as to who they will 
vote for. ( He:1r, hear!) ]'or those reMons I am 
pleasJd to find from the programme of the Go­
vernment that there is to be an amendment of 
thd Electoral Act. One of the best things that 
can be done with the postal vote is tc, abolish it 
alto[(ether. It is said that the system can be 
amended, and that this and that c:tn be done. I 
hope nothing of the kind will be attPmpted. 
The postal vote fuvours the men with money, 
and I am satisfied that, if it is allowed to con­
tinue, moneyed men eould win nearly every 
election in she State. And money is found 
to a large extent on the one side. I do not think 
that even the hon. member for Bulimba would 
recommend a syatern which pbces the poor man 
at such a serious clisad vanta~e as compared with 
the rich man. Let me say that the question of 
the Legislative CoLmcil occupied a good deal of 
attention at the Charterr; Towers election. I am 
one of tho,e who are in favour of entirely abolish­
ing it. I believe that not only in Qu-eensland, 
but throughout the Australian Commonwealth 
and in the old country, those institutions have 
outlived their usefulness, and >.re a clog to 
democratic legislation. Though the other place 
may not throw out Bills, it may reduce them to 
an absurdity by its amendments. But if it is 
not possible to abolish the Upper House, we will 
do the next best thing; we will bring it into line 
with the House which represents the people of 
the country. I am in favour of old age pensions. 
I believe there are people too mdependent to 
ask for the indigent allowance under present 
conditi,ms-men who have spent their lives in 
develnping the country, and who have given ib 
of their best. Like others who have spoken, I 
think the present allowance should be doubled 
even before the Bill is passed. People talk 
about what the poor desene and what they 
do not deserve. If everybody was dealt with 
according to their deserts things would be V&ry 
different from what they are at the present 
time. Some of them may be to blame for their 
present position, but we ought not to be too 
severe on them now that they are in the " sere 
and yellow leaf," and are, some of them, 
practically starving to death. ::\Iention is also 
made of a Land Act Amendment Bill. I do 
not know what is involved in that Bill, but my 
own personal conviction io that the land question 
is the root question of every other question, 
and things will never be what they ought 
to be until the land question is dealt with 
in a much more radical tnanner than has 
ever been the case up to the present time. 
Plan> and specifications of railways have been 
laid on the table this afternoon, and we are ex­
pecting to see land opened up. A good deal 
has been said about men being brought from 
other countries to occupy our land, and yet we 
find people who are here, and anxious to get on 
the land, cannot get on unle,s they are prepared 
to go 20 or 30 miles from a rail way. Then the 

question arises whether the land 
[9 p.m.] along the railways already made is 

being put to the best use it can be. 
I say it is not. One need not go 20 or 30 miles 
from this great city before you can find land 
unoccupied and not put to the best use it 
could be. \Vhat is reallv needed is that the 
owners, whether large or· small men, who are 
playing a "dog·in-the-manger" policy, should 
be made to put it into use. They should be 
compelled to do it, and I am confident there 
would not be such an outcry for land as there 
is at the present time, if it was not profitable tu 
keep it out of use and wait for increased value 
and unearned increment. I know I shall be 
accused of being hard on the poor farmer, but I 
ha ye just as much sympathy for the farmer as 
anyone else. I am satisfied that the farmer who 
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is a user of the land would find it to his ad,·otn· 
tage, but the man who wants to get a rent from 
someone elRe. and keep it out of use for future 
value would, if we h"d taxation of land vetlues, 
find it was unprofitable to keep it. I am satis· 
tied that this is one of the lines on which a 
change will have to take place in the future. 

Mr. \V. H. BARNES: There is plenty of land 
in Brisbans which is not worth as much to the 
owners as it wae thirty ybars ago. 

Mr. \VIKSTANLEY: So much the worse 
for those who bought it; they thought it was 
going to increase in value. But take land in 
Brisbane bought twenty yean back, and there 
iR no question whet.her it has increaRed in value. 
People wh·1 went and bought land like Mr. 
Barnes speaks about, and did not view it, and it is 
in a S\\,1ITlp, find, of course, it is not worth so 
much, but the land in Brisbane and other 
growing centrPs increases in Yrtlue. I ~ay this 
belongs not to the incli vidual h•.:tt to the corn. 
munity, and what belongs to the community 
should be taken for the community, and used 
for social purposes. 

Mr. KEOGH : That is socialism. 
Mr. \VINSTAXLEY: That is socialism, and 

it is a very good thing. I do not want tu take 
up much more time, but the thought struck me 
which the hon. rnember for \Varrego expreSRed 
in his speech. \Ye are told that the farmers are 
the best paid, the best housed, and the best fed 
of any in the State, a,nd yet they regard ~tvith 
horror the idea of three men from one side and 
three men from the other being appointed, with 
a chairman, anfl di:-;cns~i ng from their own point 
of view whether they are given a fair deal or not. 
\Ve have heard these employer,;, and I think it 
would be interesting to hear some of the em· 
ployees, and I am confident if we could hear 
them we should hear a different story from what 
we have heard already. But from what I have 
he>rd of the wages boards, .[do not think it is in· 
tended that they should impose burdens or any­
thinK of an arbitrary nature, but it proposes, and 
I think rightly, to give these men >\n equitable 
deal; and I say that any man who works for 
wages, if he is not in a position tn protect him~ 
self, as is often the case, is afrai<l of expre,s­
ing his opinions for fear of losing his job. 
It is the duty of t.he House tu do something to 
protect him in that direction, and see that he 
gets a fair ancl equitable share of what he pro· 
duces. ( He<Lr, hear !) Then, in connection with 
the \Vorkers' Compensation Bill, we are told 
that there is to be an amendment, not only in 
the direction of compensation conunencin6 hnw 
mediately a man is disabled, but many other 
irritating and irksome restrictions are to be re· 
moved, and I believe that after the experience 
the Government have gained the Act will be 
made more workable -made to apply more 
smoothly and more effectively to those who are 
unfortunate enough to be disabled; or, in the 
ev6nt of losing their lives, those thev may 
leave behind them shall have a fair and 
equitable compensation for the loss they 
havo sustained. Then, too, I think that the 
Government show that they have some regard 
for the X orthern portion of the State, by stating 
that they have called tenders for the Torres 
Strait mail service. I am glad the i\ orth is 
going to receive Borne consideration in this 
direction, and I am satisfied that it will be a 
direct benefit to Northern merchants and 
importers, and also exporters of minerals and 
other products, when they send them direct to 
the European market, instead of by way of 
the tiouthern parts of the State. Then there 
is another question, which is not mentioned in 
the Governwent's programme, that concerns us 
more than anything else which is mentioned 
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in it; but I do not think that that mean8 that 
the Government are going· to neglect it on that 
account-and that is the mining industry. Pro· 
bably something could have been mentioned 
in that direction. T do think that the mining 
industry, not only of Charters Towers, but 
throughout the >::ltate, is entitled at the pre· 
sent time to the earnest and Rerious considera­
tion of the Government. There can be no 
(jnestion that in the times gone by, particu· 
larly in the years of famine and drought, when 
the farming, pa,toral, and agricultural industries 
were suffering, the mining industry of the State 
was the stand-by, and helped to pull the State 
through and keep it from a state of insolvency. 
K ow the wheel of fortune has turned, and it is 
admitted that the farmers and pastoralists are 
enjoying prosperous times ; but the mining 
industry has evidently fallen on evil times for 
some reason or other. :Many causes contribute 
to the present depression, but it is there and has 
to he dealt with; and I think that thP Govern­
ment ought to seriouslY consider the present 
pc,,ition of the industry, tmd do something really 
substantial and creditable to encourage it, like 
the Government has done for other industries in 
the past. The dairying and pastoral industries 
have been helped and developed by subsidie~ as 
well as by grants, which have placed them 
in a good position and enabled those engaged 
in them to earn a fair remuneration ; and 
I claim-not as a pnvilege, not merely as 
u pn.UlJer's dole, bnt ft,"J n, right-that the Go~ 
vernment should at the t•resent time consider 
the number of unemployed there is on most of 
our mining fields, and not only push on these 
railways to af(ricultnral districts and mining 
fields as well, but do something to help the 
mininf( industry through the present depressed 
conditions, and place it on a better footing. I 
hope during the present session to have an 
opportunity of helping through some of this 
useful and much needed legislation, which will 
help to make the lives of the men and women 
in Queemland better, help them to earn an 
honest living, to live in comfort, and to bring up 
their children so that they shall be a ct·edit to 
the State, and that the men and women of 
Queemland in the future will fare better than 
they have done in the past. 

HoNOURABLE ~1E1!llERS: Hear, hear! 

J\Ir. ,T ACKSOX (Kennerly) : The charge is 
sometimes made that hon. members in this 
House often speak to the gallery. I do not 
think that a charge of that soi·t can be made 
to-night, when we look up and see the empty 
benches in the gallery. I believe, however, that 
the absence of ladies and others on this occasion 
is due not to the unimportance of the debate, but 
to the inclemency of the weather. I would like 
first of all to congratulate the new members of 
this House on the'" excellent speeches w hi eh they 
have delh·ered. (Hear, hear!) :From the dear· 
ness with which they have expressed themselves 
I think they will become creditable members of 
this House. I am the first member who ha .. 
risen from this side to speak to· day. It some· 
times happens that the Opposition charge us 
with beicg muzzled. I have been listening to 
the observations made by the various speakers 
on the Address in Reply, and I have noticed 
that the older members of the House have 
pretty well confined their remarks to the con· 
stituLiona1 question; while the nmv rne1nberR, 
and very naturally too, covered a wider ground, 
and dealt very largely with the Governor's 
Speech. As toe Go,·ernor's Speech is very 
much e .. repetition of the Speech which was 
delivered last year, and gives a precis of the 
various Bills that were forecast last year, there i~ 
no occasion for the older members to deal with 
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these measures, because we had that opportu­
nity last se,sion. And although it is a con­
venient opportunity, when an Address in Reply 
is moved, for members to deal with matter.s 
connected with their electorates, I do not 
think it would he fair on this occasion for 
myself to cover any wider ground than the 
great constitutional que,tion that has been so 
much discussed during the present week. There 
are, as I have said, very many questions that a 
member would like to discuss, but opportunities 
will he given as the session proceeds to deal with 
questions affecting one's electorate and with the 
legislation indicated. 'fbere are two reasons 
why I think we should not indulge in any 
particular discursiveness during this debate. 
\Ve should r{!member that, as I have smd, 
the constitutional question is the big r1uestion 
before the House, and we should also re­
member that we are in the ninth month of 
the Jinancial year, and there is a great deal 
of work to be done, for the }~stimates have to 
be passed agc<.in, and we have a l'ery large bill 
of fare indicated in the Governor's Speech. Now, 
I have risen not so m•1ch for the purpose of 
making original observations on the constitutional 
question, but for the purpose of giving a few 
quotations and precedents. I may say now that 
I have no special veneration for precedents, laws, 
customH, or opinion~ unless tbose precedents, 
laws, customs, and opinions appeal to my reason. 
A man's reason should really be his final court 
of appeal. :My view of the question is, firstly, 
that no Ministers should be in office after Supply 
has been refused. Secondly, there should be 
no dissolution after Supply has been refused. 
Thirdly, there should Le no State monev ex­
pended by the Government after Supply has 
been refused. Now, with regard to the first 
assertion that I made, that no l\1inister should be 
in office after Supply has been refused, I would 
like to point out that the power of the purse, or 
the right of granting Supply, has been the weapon 
used for hunLlreds of years past by the House of 
Commons to get rid of Ministers of the Crown 
who were objectionable to the House. In the 
fourteenth century the Hou'e of Commons told 
one Kinj:! to ren1ove an obnoxious Minister­
Suffolk, the Chancellor-but be at first refused. 

Mr. KEOGH: That was a long time ago. 

Mr .• J ACKSON: Yes, but there were brave 
men in the House of Commons in those days. 
The King mid that at their behest be would not 
remove the rneanAst scullion from his kitchen. 
But Suffolk was first dismissed, and then im­
peached. The historian, commenting on the 
incident., remarked that for many years after­
wa~ds P~r!ia:nents were we<tk, and Kings and 
the1r ~Imtsters unscrupulous. In l£lizabeth's 
reign, members of the House !!rew bolder, but 
\Ventworth was imprisoned, and members were 
frequently imprisoned for criticising the Crown. 
Whipping, the pillory, slitting the nose, and ear­
cropping were freq nen tly resorted to, and fines 
of £12,000 were inflicted. 

Mr. \V. H. BARNES: I am afraid that nothing 
like that would happen nowadays. 

Mr. J ACKSON : I do not think there is any 
chance of anything like that happening nowa­
days. Charles I. once dissolved Parliament, 
which only .sat for three weeks. Now, I think 
it is fortunate for us that we are living in 
more democratic days, and the metnbers of the 
House of Commons or the Legislative Assembly 
can now discuss the Sovereigu's action without 
running the risk of being subject to fines or 
imprisonment, or any other of the methods of 
punishment to which I have referred. I think 
we are in a much more democratic century than 
the men whom I have been referring to. I was 

going to point out that in these days we have 
liberty of free speech. \Ve have the right to 
discuss the King or Governor, if we take the 
proper means of doing so. 

Mr. \V. H. B.'I.RNES : And yet your lPader 
referrerl to his actions as similar to things 
existing in Russia. 

Mr .• JACKSON: It might have been fairly 
true in connection with the point be was making. 
But I am pointing out that we have the right, if 
we desire to do so, to discuss the action of the 
Crown. There may be a feeling amongst hon. 
members that the King or Governor is nut open 
for discussion. The common idea -is, of course, 
that we should criticise the Ministers who gave 
the King the bad advice as we might think, but, 
as you are well aware, under a substantive 
motion the action of the Governor is open for 
criticism, and we have the right to criticise so 
long as the motion is drawn in proper terms, 
and propBr language used in the debate. It is 
then perfectly in order and perfectly parliamen­
tary to criticise the Governor, and to reflect 
on his actions if we think fit to do so. I have no 
wish during my remarks to say anything offensive 
of His Excellency. I was very glad to bear the 
Minister for Land;;, in his speech last night, 
speak in such nice terms of Lord Chelmsford, 
and those of us in this House who have come 
into personal contact with His Excellency will 
re-echo the words of that bon. gentleman. 
Although I think the Governor made a mistake 
in connection with tb is business, yet I have the 
hig·best opinion, not only of himself as a kind 
and hospitable gentleman, but of his ability. 
All the same, we venture to think that he made 
a mistake in accepting- the advice which was 
tendered to him by the late Premier, Mr. Philp. 
This debate will be historic to some extent, or if 
the debate is not historic, there is no doubt that 
the circumstances which led up to it will be his· 
toric in the future. I want to point out to bon. 
members that this Address in Reply is not only 
a vote of censure on the preceding Government 
but it is also a vote of censure on the Governo; 
of Queensland, That is the only conclusion one 
can come to after reading the Address in Reply 
and it was expected, I believe, by the people of 
Queensland that we should not remain content 
with censuring the preceding Government, but 
that some action should be taken by the repre­
sentatives of the people in connection with the 
Governor who granted a dissolution of Parliament 
under the circumstances which existed last year. 
In order to show bon, members, in a few words 
that what I have stated is correct-that is, that 
the Address in Reply is really a censure on His 
Excellency-I would ask them to consider :what 
the Address affirms. First, it affirms that the 
last Parliament was justified in refusing Supply; 
"ccondly, it affirms that the Governor shm1ld 
not have dissolved a newly-elected Parliament 
able to carry on business ; thirdly, it affirms 
that the Governor's action in dissolving Parlia­
ment was injurious to the best interestR of the 
State. That is a very strong indictment, but I 
suppose every one of those a•sertions can be 
proved. ]'ourthly, the Address affirms that the 
J:Iouse disapproves of the late Government's 
methods of obtaining control of £687,000 of 
public money; fifthly, it affirms th,tt the Gover­
nor should only exercise his prerogative in 
accordance with the will of a majority of this 
House. Those are briefly the assertions con­
tained in the Address in Reply. I want to 
go through ~hose various assertions, and justify 
them as br1efly as I can. In order to justify 
the first asoertion-that the last Parliament was 
justified in refusing Supply-it is necessary to. 
explain briefly why the present Government re­
signed. \Ve all know, of course, what led up. to 
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the resignation of the pres~nt Premier; but it is 
necessary to place the reason en record in order 
to make my argument continuous. \Ye know 
that the Premier went to the Governor and gave 
him certnin ad vice-that is, he ad vi sed the 
Governor to grant him the power to remove 
obstruction in the Upper Chamber-and the 
Governor declining to take that ndvice, there 
was no alternative left but for the Hon. \V. 
Kidston to tender his resignation. I know it 
has been said that he could !mve followed the 
example of Mr. Ballance, of New Zealand · but 
it is generally held by people with whon: r'have 
come in contact that the Premier took the 
most manly and honourable course in tender­
ing his resignation to the Governor, instead of 
asking the Imperial Government to intervene. 
Personally, I think the Premier took the 
correct view of the matter. As regards the claim 
made by the Premier that the Governor should 
have given him the right to nominate members 
to the Upper House, I shail give one or two 
quotations in support of that contention. I 
have not risen for the purpose of mnking any 
original observations, hut for the purpose of 
placing on record the opinions of constitutional 
authorities and eminent writers on the subject. 
I£ it can be shown that the Premier in the old 
country has the right to nominate men to the 
House of Peers, then I think it follows that the 
Prime Minister in this State h<ts the same right 
as regards the Lq,islative Council. If that right 
exists in the old country, then the democrats 
of Queeusland will claim that the same right 
exists here. :\Iy first quotation is from \V alter 
Bail'ehot's "English Constitutions," where the 
wnter says-

The ?r~inary and common nse of the peer creating 
power 1s m the hands of the Premier. 

:\Iy second selection is from the work of Sir 
Richard Anson, D.C.L., entitled "The Law 
and Custom of the Constitution." At page 179 
Sir Richard says-

·with regarll to restrictions on the Crown's rizht to 
create peers, one ma.y say tha~ the right to confer the 
dignity of the peerage is as to the rnited Kino-do m un-
limited. 

0 

\Ve know that under our Constitution there is 
no limit to the number of members of the Legis­
lative Council. 

Mr. \V. H. BA!t"ES: There has always been 
an understanding on that subject. 

::\Ir. J ACKSON : I do not know that there 
has been an understanding, and I do not think 
the hon. member can show that there has 
been any understanding on the question. Can 
the hon. member give me any authority for his 
statement? 

::'-.Ir. IV. H. BAHNES : No; the very fact that 
it is an understand:ng shows that I cannot gh·e 
you an authority for the statement. 

Mr. JACKSON: Again, Sir Richard Anson, 
at page 298, says-

'l'he Queen might, without exceeding her legal right.s, 
double or treble the number of the House of Lords. 
This prerogative is one which we ar3 in the habit of 
regarding as a more practical safeguard of thP Consti~ 
tution than the Royal veto on legislation, because from 
time to time the House of Lords delays measures -..vhich 
a cousideruble number dp..,ire to be passed, and the 
ultimate resort to a crea.tion of peers is then regarded 
with satisfaction by those who favour the measure 
delayed. 

Lord Brougbam makes the following observa­
tions on the subject of the creation of peers:-

This prero~ative has, upon several occasions, been 
exercised to mfluencc the proceedings in Parliament. 
Lord Oxford carried a (1uestion of importance in the 
J,ords by a snc!den creation of twelve peers, in the reign 
of Queen Ann e. ::\Ir. Pitt greatly extended the influence 
of the Crown in the House of Commons, and diminished 

[Mr . ./ ?-ckson. 

the importance of that body, by transferring many of 
his a<lherents among the landed gentlemen to the 
l~pper House. In recent times the Government, of 
which I formed a llart. backed by a large majority of 
the Commons and of the people out of doors, carried 
the Reform Biil t.hrough the Lords by tbe power which 
His late ::\Tajesty had conferred npou us of an unlimited 
creation of peers at any stage of the measure. 

The Premier's action in making the recommenda­
tion to the Governor which he did is supported 

by the authorities I have quoted; 
[9.il0 p.m.] nnd, when we consider bow the 

Philp Government were brought 
into power last year, seeing that they were in a 
minority in the House, the statement made in the 
AddresE, that the last Parliament was justified 
in refusing Supply, is amply borne out. The 
next statement in the Address is that the 
Governor shonld not have dissul ved a newly­
elected Parliament able to carry on business. 
\Vel!, I think the arguments I have already 
brought forward bear out that contention. The 
next statement is-

Thnt a course was adopted injurious to the best in­
terests of the State. 

The Premier, in the course of his speech, dealt 
with that matter very satisfactorily. But the 
best interests of tlw State were not only injured 
by the dissolution because railways were not put 
through the House, and because other things 
were not done, but what is of as much im­
portance as the material interests that I have 
just referred to is the fact that the dissolution 
was an injury to the State from the constitu­
tional point of view. 

·we desire to place on record on~· disapproYal of tbe 
methods employed to obtain control of £687,000 of 
public moneys. 

I would like to read one or two quotatiom on 
that point. But before I deal with that point there 
is another to which I wish to refer. The leader 
of the Opposition quoted some precedents from 
"Todd." His desire was to show that our 
Governor was justified in dissolving Parliament, 
although Supply was not granted. He quoted 
very ex ten si vely from "Todd," dealing with the 
well-known case in 1877 in New Routh \Vales, 
when Sir Hercule9 Hohinson refused to grant a 
dissolution unless Supply was granted. But the 
leader of the Opposition did not make out a 
good case in that quotation. It practically did 
not bear out his argument at all. The only 
exception that was taken to Sir Hercules 
Robinson'• action by Sir Erskine J\Iay w,.s to 
the form in which he dealt with the proposal 
that came from hio Prime Minister in connection 
with the dissolution. In that year Sir Horcules 
Robinson refused on two occasions to grant a 
dissolution unless Supply was first granted; 
and the only censure-if it were a cen,ure-wbicb 
was passed upon him by the home authorities 
was that he should not have made the condition 
that Supply should first be granted. He should 
have said whether he would grant a dissolution 
or not without making that condition. There 
have not been rrmny cases, ns the leader of the 
Opposition tried to make out, where dissolutions 
have been granted when Supply has been refused. 
I only know of two. There was one case in New 
South \V ales in 1872-a very well-known case 
indeed, when Lord BPlmore was Governor. I 
think it would be interesting if I referred to 
this case, because what happened in X ew South 
\Vales in 1872 has happened here within the last 
few weeks. Lord Belmore dissolved the New 
South \Vales Parliament without Supply being 
granted. Mr. Piddington bad moved an amend­
ment for an address to the Governor, protesting 
against a dissolution, and it was carried by 
38 to 19. X ow, the same procedure was 
adopted here by J\Ir. Kidston. He moved an 
address, as we all know, asking the Governor 
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not to dissoh'e Parliament; and it was carried 
by a very large majority. But in New South 
\Vales, on the occasion referred to, the House 
was prorogued the same day before the Address 
could be presented. The House was dissolver! 
a few days afterwards, and the Government 
paid the civil servants by an arrangement with 
the Bank of Kew South Wales. The civil 
servants were paid by the Philp Government 
directly, on the Governor's warrant, I under­
stand. In New South \Vales the Government 
do not appear to ha,'e been game to do what the 
Philp Government did. I believe there was an 
:Executive minute passer! approving of the 
arrangement that the Bank of New South \Vales 
proposed to make with the civil servants, whognve 
a kind of order on the Government to the bank 
for their salaries when Parliament voted them. 
Although the Government of New South \Vales 
did not take the high,handed conrse of daring to 
pay the civil servants when the money had not 
been appropriated, the electors showed their in­
dignation with regard to what the Govem­
ment had done by rejecting them at the 
polls, j Llst in the same way as the electms 
of Queensland treated the Philp Govern­
ment only a few weeks ago. The Government 
reoigned in New South \Vales-they did not 
wait to meet the new Parliament-just in the 
same way as the Philp Government resigned 
before the House met. A writer, in giving an 
account of this incident in New South \Vales, 
states that the new Assembly, notwithstanding 
such re,ign,tion, passed and placed on record 
by thirty-six to eleven an emphatic condemna­
tion of the proceedings of the retiring Govern­
ment, including, ,,;pecificc.lly, the transaction 
entered into with the b"nk for the payment of 
the civil servants without the authority of Par­
liament. I believe the people of Queensland 
expected some action to be taken by this House, 
not onlv in connection with the action of the 
GoYern{nent, but in connection with the aLtion 
of the Governor. \Ve are gomg a little fnrther 
than the Parliament of ::'\ ew South \Yales. 
They were scttisfied with cen,uring the retiring 
Government. 

Mr. \V. H. BARNE'': If you thought that was 
sufficient, would that not be the proper thing 
now? 

Mr. ,J ACKSOX : I am not "rguing th"t that 
was sufficient in 1872. I am only pointing out 
that they considered then that it was sufficient. 
But, as I have already explained, the Govern­
ment in :X ew South \V ales did not use public 
money, the same as the Philp Government have 
done, bnt they made an ttrrangement with the 
bank, anr! therefore were not so guilty as the 
Philp Government. . 

The PRE}l!ER: They dodged the question. 
Mr. \V. H.- BARKES: The money was paid, so 

where wa~ the difference? 

Mr. ,JACKSO:X: We are supposed to be 
living in a more democratic ag·e than the people 
of thirty-six years ago; and I am not sure 
whether the 'Parliament of 1\ ew South \\'ales 
should not have taken stronger action than they 
did as a protest aga imt the action of Lord 
Belmore. Lord Belmore evidently thought that 
he had made a great blunder, because he left the 
colony-in fact, he left before Parliament met. 
He thought it was desirable ''" to do. \Vith re­
gard to the question of the Government spend­
ing public money that has not lJeen :'tppro­
priated by Parliament, an authority on thctt 
subject might be interesting to the House. 
On the question of dissolution without Supply 
being granted, I have not given any anthority 
on that very important matter, but I propose to 
place on record the opinion of Lorr! Brougham, 
because, after all, the question of dissolution by 

the Governor without Supply first being granter! 
is the crux of the whole position. :Xow, Lord 
Brougham, in " The British Constitution," on 
page 2Gl, says-

The Sovereign can choose whom he please:;:, for his 
l\Iinisters, dismiss them when he pleases, and appoint 
whom he pleases to succeed them. But then if the 
Houses of Parlimnent refuse their confidence to the 
persons thus named, or require the return to office of 
tllose so removed, the Sovereign cannot avoid yielding, 
else they ha Ye the undoubted power of stopping the 
whole course of Government. 

And again he says-
Over the Parliament tbus essential to the adminis~ 

tration of public affairs the SoYereign no doubt has 
great intlnence. lie can ::tt any moment dhsolve it, 
provided the :Mutiny Bill is passed, and the neceE-sary 
Supplies are granted. 

Lord Brougham there lays down a condition that 
the King can only dissolve Parliament provided 
Supplies are first granted. That is the consti­
tutional procedure. Now, with regard to Hpend­
ing money not apnropriatecl. by Parliament, the 
authority from whom I quoted at an earlier stage 
says-

It i!:! enough to r.oay that none of the public money­
that is, of the money constituting the revenue of the 
Crown-is paid except by parliamentai'Y authority. 

In another place he says--
The sums votf~d to meet the Army, Xavy, and CiYil 

Service E::<timates cannot be le~ally paid until they are 
embodied in the Appropriation Act. 

And further on again he says-
If Parliament did not approprjate the Supplies of the 

vear to specific purposes, the mones which comes in on 
account of the ntrious items of taxation could not 
legally be paid out to meet the serviCes 0fthe year, except 
in the cas;e of sneh charges upon the rerenue as are 
permanently authorised br statute. 

i\ ow, it is clearly he id down by all con.stitu­
tional writers that money must be appropriated. 
It is not sufficient, for instance, that the Lower 
House should pass an estimate, or even pass a 
Snp!JlY Bill. It must be an Appropriation Bill 
pasBed by both Houses. It must become law 
and receive the aseent of the Sovereign before 
the Government is justified in expending a penny 
of the money. 

Mr. CAlfPBELL: The Kidston Government 
expended £2i>O,OOO for railway material without 
authority. 

Mr. \Yoons: They knew they had a majority 
behind them. 

Mr. ,J ACKSON: Of course it has been the 
custom to spend what is known as unforeseen ex­
penditure. 

Mr. C.DIPRELI,: What is the use of qnoting 
that authority? 

Mr. J ACKSOi\: That is the constitutional 
method. 

1\lr. C.UIPBELL: But you have contravened it. 

Mr. JACKSOi\: The Govprnment that spent 
that money had the confiienee of the House. I 
am not receding from the position. I say that 
ttction is unconstitutional and irregular, that 
money should not be expended without appro­
priation, and that we should get on to the same 
track as the House of Commom, where Supple­
mentary Estimates are brought in before the end 
of the financial year. But we have got int? a 
loose way of spending money, and then askmg 
the following session for an appropriation: _I 
am not defending that custom. I say 1t 1s 
wrong. 

i\fr. 0A1!PBET,L : 'Vhy should you censure one 
Go,ernment while other Governments are equally 
blameable? 

Mr" Jackson.] 
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:\[r. JACKSON: This is a very different 
matter. In the case of the Philp Government 
Supply was actually refused by Parliament, and 
everyone knows that, according to the praccice 
which has grown np here, an estimate [, only an 
estimate, and it ha~ generally been considered 
allowable to exceed the amount of the estinmte. 
But all the same, when the amount voted is ex­
hausted that money should be brought in as a 
supplementary estimate before the close of the 
financial year. To get over the difficulty it 
woulu be necessary for us to rnePt in }lay or ,J nne 
and appropriate the money which had been spent 
without an appropriation. 

:\lr. C.>niPBELL: The £2i10,000 was for railway 
material for railwayil that have only been tabled 
to-day. 

:\Ir. J ACKSO::\ : ::\ ow I come to the most 
important statement in the Address in Heply. 
It states that the Governor can only exercise 
his prerogative in accordance with the will of 
the majority of the House. Exception has been 
taken to that hy hon. members, and I tbink by 
some constitutional writers too, that if a prin­
ciple of that sort were conceded, it would enable 
the House to take the power of dis,.olution from 
the hands (>f the Governor into its own hands. 
The Premier, when he was speaking the other 
day, whilst contending for this principle which 
has been embodied in the Address, seemed to 
admit that there might be special cases in which 
even the majority of the House should not con­
trol the Governor or King in connection with 
the prerogative of dissolution 

:\Ir. \V. H. BARNES: There have been many 
cases. 

::\Ir. J ACKSON : I am simply pointing out 
the logical conclusion that I am going to draw 
from this assertion in the Address in Reply, and 
that is that a principle of this kind really does 
take away from the Crown the prerogative of 
dissolution. But there is another conclusion 
that one may draw from it, and it is this: If we 
concede this principle, it will also take away the 
power from the Premier of dissolving Parlia­
ment. I would ask hon. members to note that 
conclusion. That is to say, that if the PremiPr of 
the day wanted a dissolution, whether he had 
Supply or not, if he could not get a majority he 
would not be justified in asking the Governor for 
a dissolution. 

Mr. U.UIPBELL: Do you think that would be 
a good position? 

Mr. ,JACKSO:N: I think it would be a good 
position. It may not be the po•ition held by 
most writers on the Constitution, but we know 
that the British Constitution has been broadened 
from precedent to precedent. A doctrine that 
might hav" been regarded as absurd fifty years 
ago is accepted to·day. In the same 'way, a 
principle which we affirm now, >tnd whieh may 
seem outragevus and wrong, may be regarcied as 
quite right in a few years' time. I would like to 
ask why the majority in a House slwuld not 
control its own dissolution? \Vhv should not 
members have the right to say that"their Parlia­
ment shall last for three years? As a matter 
of fact, we are supposed to be returnerl for a 
three years' term. Why should it be in the 
power of any Premier to go to the Governor and 
advise a dissolution before the end of that term? 

Mr. C.UIPBELI,: It might be in the best 
interests of the country. 

Mr. ,J ACKSO)[: It might be, but I would 
sooner trust the majority of the House to say 
what were the best interests of the country than 
any one man. I am supporting the principle 
embodied in the Address in Reply, that a dis­
solution should not be granted except by the 
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wish of the majority of the House. \Ye cannot 
ignore the other fact, that the same principle 
logically followed out will prevent the Premier 
of the day, no matter who he may be, from try­
in~ to coerce the members of tbe House to vote 
in ba cert>tin way under the threat of a dis"'lution. 
It is often said in Parliament, "There is the 
PremiRr trying to force us to vote for a particu­
lar rneawre by holding the threat of dissolution 
over us." I t'hink it is a reasonable thing that 
when members of Parliament are elected for 
three years they should be there for three years 
-it is a very short time--and leave it to the elec­
tors to '"N '~hether thev have done right or wrong. 
I have taken up more time than I intended; the 
quotations I have read have made my speech 
very much longer than I expected it to be. I 
may say, in conclusion, that although the consti­
tutional question has been debatPd to a large 
extent during the last fe1v days, it has really 
been settled by the people of Queensland at the 
aeneral election. But all the same, it will be of 
interest to those who may read Hansard in the 
days to come. Similar cases may occur in the 
future, and it will be of great inteJ'E~'t to our 
succe!'oors to find out what actually took place, 
and what the rea~on.~ were for and against the 
dissolution. As to the proposed leg-islation men­
tioned in the Grwernor's Speech, if we feel in­
clined we can g-et throug-h a great dea.l of work 
in a very short time, and I hope thrtt during the 
n·ext two or three months we shall get throu1!'h 
the programme laid before us by the Govern­
ment. 

* Mr. MULLAX (Charters Towers): As there 
is a general desire to conclude the debat.e to­
night, in order that we may get on to the ra~lway 
proposals next week, I wilt ?nly occupy Y.our 
attention for a very short tune. In the first 
place I would like to congratulate the Govern­
ment' on the fact that they have placed in the 
forefront of their programme for the session a 
policy of railway construction. At ~he present 
time there is a very great depression m the gold­
mining industry in the North, particularly at 
Charters Towers, and that has thrown a large 
number of men out of employment. The low 
price of industrial metals has also had a similar 
effect. The sugar industry, which usually 
absorbs a great amount of surplus labour, em­
ploys very little at this tin1e of the year, so you 
will see that we are really in a very bad way, 
and that this is a very opportune time to eon­
struct railways in order to alleviate the distress, 
which is very· great in the North. In this c~n­
nection I would like to refer to a remark 
made by the hon. member for Moreton last 
evening, when he asked, Where were the men 
to build these railways? That was an absurd 
question fo~ any member to ask, but it is 
the kind of question tHually asked. by members 
of the Opposition. They recognise the iron law 
of supply and dernand, that when there is a de­
ficiency of labour in any line wages will go up, 
and th'at when there is a surplus of lahour they 
will go down. Therefore, the conclusion they 
come to is that if railways are co.nstructed ther_e 
is a probability thnt wages may mcreas;. Evi­
dently, the hon. member does not des1re to ~ee 
an increase in wages. \Ve on thi~ side do des1re 
to see it, and therefore we are perfectly consis­
tent when we say there is sufficient labour in the 
State for the construction of those rail ways, and 
if it. if necessary to increase the wag·es of labour 
a little, so much the better for the men con­
cerned. The hon. member wants to see a policy 
of imrnicrration introduced before the railways 
are constructed, so that, if there is a large sur­
plus of labour, wages will go down. 

Mr. UAMPBELL: What about the United 
States? 
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::\Ir. ::\IULLAX: The example of the United 
States need not be quoted. There are more 
paupers and millionaires there in proportion 
to the population than in nny other country in 
the world. Another matter which has been dis­
cuesed during the debate is the Upper House, 
or "another pbce ,._I do not know what is the 
proper method of describing it here. The three 
parties went. to the country with three distinct 
and different proposals to clmtl with that House. 
The proposal of the leader of the Opposition has 
been absolutely wiped out by the electors. The 
proposal of the Labour party was to abolish the 
L pper House altogether. I believe in that 
principle as the surest :md the bc·,t, but if we 
cannot get the whole of the House to assio;t us in 
abolishing the other Chamber, we .,re prepared 
to support a method which will pluck its fangs for 
the time being, ancl render it practically useless. 
That was the constitutional referendum. Our 
party advocated abvlitiou, but gave it to be 

dist.incth· understood that thev 
llO p.m.J would s'upport the policy of th'e 

Premier if they could not have their 
own, so clearly and unmistakably the majority 
in the country decided in favour of the method 
which is to be proposed. But whilst I am pre­
pared to supporD that proposal, I recognise that 
it does not go far enough, and I think it is only 
a matter of time when, after the introduction 
of the proposal and the uselec,ness of the other 
House is demonstrated, it will be completely 
wiped out altogether. I hold, notwithstanding 
the fact that I am prepared to conditionally 
support the proposal of the Premier, that his 
system does not represent the best way in 
which the m:ttter can be treated. For inst;wce, 
why should a measure have to be sent back to 
the country for sanction if the representati,·es 
were ]sent here to do a certain thing, and they 
passed the l:lill? \Vhy should it be necessary 
to send that Biil back to the counky simply 
because the men in another place were disposed 
to reject it ? I say if there i;; to be a referendum 
at all, that referendum or appeal to the people 
should be direct from this Chamber, and not 
from the other Chamber, which, in my opinion, 
is useless. It is perfectly clear that if this 
House is in the future, as is asserted under the 
method proposed by the leader of the Govern­
ment, able to insist on the passage of a Bill, the 
other House must become useless, and if it is 
useless, why should we retain it? You may say 
it is harmless. 

::\Ir. H.unw•ox: It is expensive. 

::'.Ir. J\11JLLAX: It is expensive, as my friend 
interjects, and why should the taxpayer be 
called upon to defray the unnecessary expense 
of a House which would practically be useless? 
I think the proper method of dealing with it is 
to wipe it out altogether. -

Mr. HA~IILTON: Hear, hear! 

Mr. ::\IULLAN : And so long as the House 
-exists as a nominee Chamber-which, although 
nominee, is ten times better than the system 
proposed by i\Ir. Phi!p-so long will it be a 
block on the wheels of progress. \Vhy do we 
have triennial Parliaments? Because we think 
if we had Parliaments of longer duration we 
would getout of touch with electors. Yet many 
men in another place were appointed nearly forty 
yearo ag-o by the most C"n'ervative of Govern­
m6nts that ever sat on the Trea;ury benches of 
Queensland, and theoe men so appointed, who 
are suppost"d to be a check on hasty legislation, 
are a block on progress in Queensland to·day. 
It is absurd. 

JI":\Ir. CA>rPBELL: \Vhat about your own people 
during the last three or four years? 

::\Ir. MULLAX : I had not the appoinment 
of them, or some of them would never have got 
there. (Laughter.) The hon. member for Albert 
last night, in dealing with another matter, said 
anything that iR pn,sible in Canada should be 
possible here. Let us follow his argument to its 
logical conclusion. If it be possible for the 
Stat< s of Canada to get on with one Chamber, it 
should also be possible for Queensland to get 
on with one Chamber. Seeing that one of the 
States in Canada, which has only one ChamlJer 
-Ontario-ha.s a popnlation oE nearly 2,500,000, 
it is a reasonable proposition to suppose that 
Queensland with a little over half a million 
should al'io be able to manage very well with nne 
Chamber. Then, again, Canada can get on 
very well with Lieutenanlc.Guvernors, and I 
think if it be possible for Canada to do it we 
also should be able to do it, and probably if we 
had been Cloing it we might not have had the 
trouble to endure that Qneenslan<l has just 
passed through; because I c.msider now that we 
ha'>e a Federal Government and a Governor­
General, a Lieutenant-Governor would meet all 
our requiren1ents; and1 whilst I have no desire 
to sever those "silken bonrls," which have been 
rather grandiloquently referred to by our 
friends--

Mr. \V. H. BARNES : Are you sure you have 
no de~ire? 

Mr. ::\IULLAX: I have none, and I am just 
as much in favour of the consolidation of the 
British Empire as my friend, but I think it 
would be to our ad v:1.nt age if we had Lieutenant­
Governors instead of Governors, and the Lieu­
tenant-Governors were to be elected or appointed 
from the men of Queensland. 

:\Ir. H.UIILTOX : Hear, hear! 
Mr. LEsiNA : That will clear the way for Sir 

Arthnr. 
:\Ir. MULLAN : A good deal has beel1 said 

about the postal vote, and I am very glad the 
Government propose to wipe it out altogether. I 
can claim to have had considerable experience in 
connection with that rnatter-in conuection with 
Townsville and Charters Towere, the two most 
notonously canvassed places of any electorates 
in the State. The lea.dPr of the Opposition 
would not occupy his seat in this House to-day 
but for the unfairness of the system of the P•'stal 
vote. X ot only so, but, as we noticed by a 
question which was answered by the Home 
Secretary the other day, if the law when intro· 
duced in connection with the postal vote had 
impoRed penalties commensurate with the 
grievous offences that have been committed, 
many of the immediate supporters of the gentle­
man who now represents the postal vote of 
Towns,·ille would probably be in gaol. 

:\Ir. U.DrPBELL: That has happened every­
where. 

Mr. MULLAN: It has happened to a greater 
extent at 'l'ownsville and Charters Towers than 
at any other place in the State. It is beyond the 
conception of all homst men to think of the 
methods that were employed in connection with 
this postal vote at Charters Towers. The condi­
tions there, I will admit, lent themselves in an 
extraordinary degree to it. There is one firm 
there which controls, J•erhaps, the majority of 
the mines. All or nearly all the managers are 
the profe"oed followers of the same brand of 
politics as the boss -or the joss, as they are 
called there. The result of this is that these 
men have held sway in the mines. And what 
do they do? Be it said to their diRcredit, 
nearly every mine, m:tnager on Charters Towe:s 
was practically under the thumb of a certam 
a<rency there. The manager went round and 
t~ok a list of the wives of the men employed 
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in his mine, calling at each individual house, and 
practically by intimidation and everything short 
of personal violence coerced those women to 
record their votes in favour of his side. J\Iy 
friend may smile. \Ve have challenged contra­
diction on the public platform. I am not saying· 
it under the shelter of this House ; I have srrid 
it in Charters Tower.e. 

Mr. PAGET: How many postal votes did you 
get? 

Mr. J\IULLAK: We got something over 800. 
l\lr. C UIPm;u.: You tried to prove your case 

before the Elections Tribunal, and yon failed. 

~r. l\1FLLAN: I am not responsible for it 
b\mg tned before the Elections Tribanal. My 
friend asked me how many po3tal votes we got. 
I do not think it is a pertinent qne,;tion, for this 
reason: that we did it in self-defence, and for 
our existence as a party. \Ve had to try to 
secure postal votes; and I claim that we secured 
them by honest means, and not by the despicable 
methods resorted to by your party. 

Mr. PAGET: Always virtuous. 

Mr. MULLAN : If we had resorted to 
those desvicable methods, which we did not, 
it would have been justifiable. And for 
this reason: If my !riend who interjects 
met a man when going home to-night and 
this man said to him, " Look here, you will have 
to fig-ht a duel with me. I will give you your 
choice of one of these modern revolvers, or if 
you like you can take a pop-gnn." \Vhat would 
our friend select? \Vonlr! he 'elAct the anti­
quated weapon, or would he take the np-to-date 
weapon? I think he would take the up-to-date 
weapon jnst as any other person would do. 

Mr. PAGET interjected. 

Mr. :JYITJLLA:i'\ : At any rate, your party 
went under at the election. 

Mr. C.UIPRELL: It is a good thing yours did 
not win. 

Mr. 1\IULid.X : In Charter,; 'l'ower.s a perfect 
reign of terror existed during the last election. 

Mr. McLCAin': It was the same at Gym pie. 

Mr. MULLAN" :. Every clay wtts polling-day, 
and every house m Charters 'l'oYcers was a 
polling-- booth. The tyranny that w" 1esoTted 
to was never resorted to by any party in (~neens­
lanrl, or out of it, before in order to secure the 
return of their candidates. Then, not content 
with that, when we beat them fair and square, 
despite the odds against us, as we were poor 111en 

and they were rich men, they turned ronnel and 
stooped to the meanneso of sacking the men who 
had the hardihood and courage to assert their 
manhood, and say what they thought in connec­
tion with the political situation. 

Mr. \V'. H. BAR!IES: That is only your btate­
ment. 

Mr. ::\:IULLAX: It is my statement, but it 
cannot be ~ontraverted. You cannot contra. vert 
it. I challenge yon to do so. The wires are at 
your disposal, and you can telegraph to Charters 
Towers, and my opponents will confirm the 
statements which I make here to-night. In con­
necdon with this postal vote, or rather the 
amendment of the Elections Act, I very much 
regret that a clauoe has not been introduced to 
deal with cam·assers. I quite recognise that 
there is a principle involved in sending that Bill 
back to the Legislati 1·e Council in t.he .-;arne way 
in which it was rejected by that Chamber; but 'r 
do hope that in the very immediate future some 
steps will be taken to introduce a elause into 
that Bill maki1_1g it impossible for anybody to go 
round canvassmg on behalf of any candidate. 
There are on!,- two fair and square ways in 
which an election should be condncted, and they 
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are on the public platform and throug-h the Press. 
There are a great many methods ,,f beating a 
candidate, but I know of none so despicable and 
none so degrading as that of the political-I do 
not know what to call him-political assassin or 
scoundrel who goes round and whispers a false­
hood concerning a candidate to an elector. 

l\1r. C.HIPRELL: Your side are very excellent 
at that sort of game. 

l\Ir. BARBER: They cannot hold a candle to 
you . 

.i\Ir. l\IULLA:N: Our side have something 
g<lOd and something noble to fight for. Your 
friends have not that advantag3, and conse­
quently they ha,·e to stoop to the methods of 
which I spe-ak. A cam·asser whispers these 
falsehoods into the ears of an elector in such a 
way that a man has no chance of meeting them. 
I had some experience of it in Charters Towers. 

l\Ir. CAm'mcLL: :No side uses intimidation like 
your own side. 

Mr. MULI"AN•< \Vhat power have we got to 
resort to intimidation? \\Tp have no rnoney, no 
influence, we have no work to give, and \VS have 
no men employed to sack, and we hav8 no scur­
rilou.s Press to back ns up. \Vhat chance have 
we to intimidate anyone? \Ve have to resort to 
something- better than that, and we resort to it 
successfully too. 

11r. CA1fPBELL: \Vhat about the intimidation 
of your organisations? 

1Ir. 1\TGLLAX: I will give my friend who 
interjects a sample of the intimidation for which 
he was responsible. I dare say he had a hand in 
the appointment of those illustrions 300 odd jus­
tices of t!Je peace. (Laug-hter.) "\Vhen a Govern­
ment assum -J the responsibility of conducting an 
election, in 1ny opinion that Go\ ernment iB 
sworn to administer the affairs of this country 
fearlessly and impartially as between man and 
man; but your Government, which administered 
the affairs of Queensland rluring the three acci­
dental months thr<t you were in power-how did 
they administer it? 

:1\Ir. CAMPRELL: Just as you describe. 

Mr. ::\IULid.K : J·nst as I am going to de­
scribe. ~T ust so. 

l\Ir. CAMPBELL: As you described just now­
fearlessly and impartially. 

Mr. :JYI"GLLAN : Here is the way you did it. 
At Charters Towers, about which I can speak 
specifically, you appointed seventeen justices of 
the peace. Every man of thcc-e seventeen 
justices was a political agent. Every man of 
them was nominated by the :Electoral Associa­
tion at Charters Towers. 1\ ot one of those men 
was ever known to be a friend of the Labour 
party, whilst every man of them was a pledged 
supporter of youre. \Vhat greater and what 
clearer demonstration of im(Jartiality was ever 
shown than that? 

Mr. c"'~IPBELL : \V ere any of yours rejected? 

Mr. l\I"CLLAX: \Ve did not nominate any. 
\Ye never asked for them. \Ve never expected 
that the Government would ha1·e descended to 
such despicable methods, and we never thought 
they would take advantage of it, but your party 
tc•ok advantage of it. You were playing a huge 
gamble, as yuu thought it was the chance of your 
Jives. You thought that if you could once 
scramble into office as a result of this gamble, 
you would re.,ort to legislation similar to your 
adrninjstratiou, and thus manag~; to keep the 
reins of power for an indefinite period. But 
you were very unsuccessful, I am very pleased 
to say, I an1 not eager to rn::;h in with praise 
for ;my Administration, hnt I will say this 
of the Administration which now manag-es the 
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affairs in this State: that they are to be con­
gratulated for their justice and honesty in 
repudiating this unmanly act of the late Ad­
ministration. ....\_ more gross violation of the 
administration of Queensland, I might say, if 
I were permitted, and a more corrupt act has 
never been committed in Queensland than the 
rrppointment of those justices of the peace by 
the late Administration. I therefore think that 
the Kidston Government is to be complimented 
and congratul>tted on repudiating that act; and 
I hope they will go further and repudiate, so 
far as the Con~titution and so far as the law 
will allow, every administrative act committed 
by the Philp Administration. 

Jlilr. CA1IPBELL : That is your opinion. 

Mr. l\IULLAN: Yes, and I have a ril:;ht to 
my opinion. If a man has an 0piniun he should 
not be afraid of expressing it. 

Mr. C,urPBELL: He should be fair, anyhow. 

Mr. 1IULLAX: There is no room for a 
middle ~ourse in politics to-day. 

Mr. CA)JPBELL: There is for a fair course. 

Mr. :\IULLAX_: Evidently you were not 
capable of conductmg a fair course when you had 
the opportunity as one of the administr;ttors of 
Queensland. \Vith regard to the \V ages Boards 
Bill, I consider this Bill is most desired in the 
interests of social justice, and I think it is unfair 
for the farmers to say that it should not be 
imposed on them. I claim that the clause which 
included the farming industries should be just as 
readily imposed as those which include the 
mining industry, which is also a primary m­
industry. 

A LABOCR MEMBEH: Or the pastoralists. 

Mr. MULLAN: Yes; or the pastora:ists. 
The pastoralist" are now affected by the :Federal 
law. \Vhy should the farmer be exempt from 
this law? \Vho in this State is more comfrntable 
than the farmer? \Vho is more socalistic than 
the farmer when he wants assistance from the 
State? In every conceivable waY the Ltrmer has 
been spoonfed, time and again. · \Vhy, £21,000 
per annurn is now being- paid in subsidies to a 
line of steamers to call here and take away the 
farmers' produce to the best markets in the 
world. 

Mr. \V. H. BAHSEN : ·what experience of 
farming have you had? 

J'.Ir. :\IULLAN: Perhaps I have had more 
than the hon. member. I had the privilege to 
be born on a farm-(laug-hter)-and I know 
something about it, and I am not ashamed of it. 
Some _£20,~00,000, roughly speaking, have been 
spent m railway construction to assist the farm­
ing industry, and those railways have helped to 
develop farming areas, and have enormously in­
creased the values of those areas. I do not 
begrudge that to the farmer. I say the farmer is 
entitled to all that, and I would give him more, 
but, I ask, why shonlcl the State assist the far­
me,._, whv should farmers be spoonfed at the 
expense of the taxpayer, if the farm labourer is 
not also assisted and protected by money from 
the same source? • That is a reasonable proposi­
tion. The farmer is a rank socialist when it 
suits his purpose to be so, and he is an equally 
rabid individualist when you ask him to give a 
fair deal to his men. \Vhy should a farmer be 
able to "sweat" his employees any more than a 
factory-owner? Of course, I know that our 
friends tell us that they do not "sweat" their 
~employees. If they do not, then why should 
they be afraid of the \V ages Boards Bill ? It is 
optiona_I, !'ot mandatory. They need not come 
under 1t 1f the persons enf(aged in the industry 
do not desire to do so. The employee in the 
farming industry is not likely to do anything 

which will injure the industry in which he is 
en~;"aged. He will be a reasonable and moderate 
man, and will ask for no better conditions than 
the industry can afford. I believe that c>nce the 
Bill is pasbed, if it is properly adminiotered, the 
farmers, of all men in the State, will most 
appreci•te it. \Vit.h regard to old nge pensions, 
I should like to make a few passing allusions to 
them. The indigence allowance as it stands 
to-day is not satisfactory, and is not acceptable 
to Queenslanders. \Ye want an old age pension, 
so that when a man has lived a certain time in 
QuePnsland and has attained a certain age, he 
shall be able to obtain an old age pension as a 
right, and not as a charity. I hope that no har~h 
conditiou will be imposed in connection with 
the grnnting of old age pensions. In the 
administration of the present indig-ence allowance 
a single man is treated better than a married man, 
and it was prnt'osed in the Olrl Age Pensions 
13ill introduced last session to treat a single 
man better than a married ma,n. At the present 
tin1e penalties. arf imposed on 1narried 1nen 
which should not be poc·,ible. If a bachelor is 
suffering from infirmity or old age, and asks for 
the indigence allowance, he im ariably gets it, 
but if a married man applies for the allowance 
he is refused it on the ground, perhaps, that he 
has a son or a daughter doing well somewhere, 
and the onus is thrown npnn him of proving 
that he has no means and no one to maintain 
him. That is deliberately imposing a penalty 
upon a man because he ha;. got mo.rried and has 
clischargeri his responsibilities to the State. If 
one man should be fayoured more than another, 
it is the man who has dischrrrged his responsi­
bility to the State and brought up a family, 
rather than the man who has remained a bache­
lor. I hope that the Bill to be introduced will 
provide a reasonable ratP of pension, so that our 
aged people may be able to live in decency and 
comfort. I hope a!"' that the system which is 
adopted in connection with many other Acts 
will not be adopted in the Old Age Pen­
sions Bill,tha t is, the system of making Bris­
bane the standard as to the cost of lhing, 
but that some medium place in the State 
will ·be taken as the standard. \Vhile on this 
subject, I may say that the leader of ~he late 
Government promi>ecl that he would mcrease 
the indigence ailowanee to 10s. a week. \Vhen 
he made that promise the old people threw up 
their hats and became extra,·agant, anticipating 
that they would receiYe the 10s. a week immedi­
atelv, and some of them managed to get an ad­
vance on the strength of that promise by l\1r. 
Philip. They have, however, not receh·ed that 
increaoed mte up to the present time. I hope 
the present Government will clcl something to 
balance the matter, because these old pe .. ple 
ha Ye really been "had," and it woulrl be only a 
fair thing if the GovernmenL paid them the ad­
ditional amount necessary to brmg up the 
allowance to !Os. a week, say, from lst .January 
last. Ten shillings a week is little enough in all 
conscience to keep body and soul together in a 
place like Queensland. 

::\Ir. \V. H. BARSES: The Go1·ernment you 
are supporting paid 2o. ()d. a week to ;ome 
people. 

GoYERN}!EST ME>IBElb : So did your Govern­
ment. 

Mr. J\IULLAN : I do not know anything 
about that, but I know that 10'. a week is little 
enough, and I hope the party the hon. member 
for Bulim ba supports will never have an oppor­
tunity of paying 2s. od. a week _Xow, I s~o:'ld 
like to make 'dew remarks regardmg the mmmg 
industry. At the preHent time there is_a great 
d.epression in the mining industry, particularly 
in goldmining, at Croydon, Charters Towers, 
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and Gympie. The pre>ent depression b cer­
tainly the greatest that has occurred in that 
industry since I ha>·e been in the Comu'on­
\vealth. \Vheu you come to con.::ider the impor· 
te,nce of the mining industry, you will, I think, 
admit that it is 'mtitled La some greater 
consideration than it has received in the past. 
U r to 1 DOG the yield of gold was over 
~04,000,000. The wages paid in the mining 
mdmtry in Queensland during l'IO(i amounted 
to £2,211,000. There were 23,000 persons en­
gaged in the industry, and 123,000 persuns-t.hat 
is, roughly 'rwaking, a quarter of our population 
-directly dependent upon the industry. Hon. 
members will therefore readily understand that 
the industry is entitled to a great de,,] more 
consideration than it has received hitherto. One 
of the reasons why the indmtry has not received 
much consideration in the past is that the 
people engaged in it did not ask for considera­
tion, prohauly bec:1use they did not want it, as 
things were going very well. But now things 
are otherwise, and the industry is badly de­
preseed, and we ask that something substantial 
should be done in the shape of placing a 
sum of money on the Estimates to as,ist in 
prospecting, deep sinking, cross cutting, and 
in any other way that may be suggested or 
recommended by qualified persons appointed 
to report on the matter. 'rhe agricultural 
industry, and almost e\'ery indnstry in the 
State, has received a considerable amount of 
assistance from the State, and they have no 
doubt deserved it, and I think that now that the 
mining industry is asking practically for the 
first time for a substantial sum, it is up to the 
Government to do something good for it. This 
is a national and not a party question, as it 
means the development of our resources. It is a 
question which affects the farmer almost as much 
as the miner. The two industries are to a certain 
extent intardependent. ·when the mining in­
dustry i" in a flourishing condition it attracts 
a large population, and this large population 
provides a local market for the farmers' products. 
So that I claim that we are entitled to the sup­
port of the farming representatives to assist this 
indu;try. Assistance has been given on a ''ery 
large scale in \Vestern Australia, Victoria, and 
in other plac<·,, and it has been of great benefit 

to the industrv, and it i,o reasonable 
[10.30 p.m.J that the Government should do all 

in t.heir power in this ditection. It 
is intended, I see, to introduce a Superannuation 
Bill. As I have had some little experience of 
this matter, I would like to make a passing refer­
ence tn it. I hope that the gentlemen who frame 
the Bill will be guided by past experience. One 
of the things which led to the last scheme being 
worse than useless, and which led to its repeal at 
the request of the public servants, was that there 
was no provision in it by which a man who re­
tired from the senice could receive the sur­
render value of his contributions to the fund. 
He forfeited everything, even if he had been 
paying into the fund for thirty or forty years. 
ThrLt WrLs not fair, and it was a serious 
hardship in a young country like (.lueensbnd, 
where n1en are constantly leaving the service to 
better themselves. \Ve are going to have an Old 
Age Pensions Bill, and, if it is m-t presumptuous 
of me, I would suggest that, as public servants 
are as much entitled to old age pemions as any­
body e!.e, if the amount of their old agP pensions 
were paid into the superannuation fund by way 
of sub"i<ly, it would guarantee its solvency, and 
I am sa re would a ngur for success. There is one 
matter "hich the Government have apparently 
overlooked in their programme, but about which 
I hope they will not be remiss in the immediate 
future-that is, a Trades Disputes Bill. \V e 
realise that working men largely depend upon 
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nnions to protect them. F nions have don A more 
to ad va.nce us politically than perhavs Parlia­
ment. Unions ara responsible for the existence uf 
the La bonr party, and I owe my position here 
to the existence of a union. \Vorking men 
should therefore ad vocale these nnions. As unions 
are to the advantage of workers and f,Jr their 
protection, it is the duty of the Government to 
introduce a Trades Disputes Bill, which will pro­
tect the unions which protect the workers. In 
reference to His J<~xcellency the Governor, I 
fancy that too much deference has been shown 
to that distingnished gentleman-too much rever­
ential awe has been displayed altogether. The 
Commons of England have the right to criticise 
the actions of the Kin!!" nf England; and, with­
out any disrespect to His Excellency, I claim 
that it is the right of the representatives of the 
peoplA of Queensland to critieise the actions of 
the Governor. provided they do it in a proper 
and a respec ful manner. I do not in tend to go 
into the constitutional question, which has been 
dealt with ably ani! exhansti,·ely already; but I 
do say that the people of Queensland recogniae 
one of two things. The leader of the late Go­
v<·.rmnent gave certain ad vice to His Excellency ; 
the Governor aJ,pears to have accepted that 
ad vice. \Veil, the people have not been able so 
far to shoulder the responsibility. It has bAen 
stated in this Chamber that the responsible 
individual was the leader of the Gm·ernment 
who submitted that advice. But it cannot be 
forgotten that. the exercise of the prerogative 
rested with His ExcelletJcv the Governor. It 
was for him to say whether he would grant a 
dissolution or not. And, rightly or wrongly, 
the people are of opinion that the Governor was 
g-uilty of a serious indiFcretion, if not worse, 
when he gr·anted that dissolution to the late 
Premier, who had neither the confidence of this 
House nor of the country, and who was not able 
to obtain Supplies from this Housf'. The people 
of Queensland, recognising that, expect to see 
something prac:ical done. They are not going 
to be satisfied with a mere Address in Reply, 
expressing reg-ret. I admit that a good deal is 
implied in that Ad::lress; and I expect to see, as 
the result of its adoption, together with the 
division which took place on the amendment on 
it, some historic events happening in Queens­
land. But., if they do not happen, &he people of 
Queensland will want to know why. 

OPPOSITION :\IEoim;Rs : Shame! Shame 
Mr. BOWMAN : There is no "Shame !" aboub 

it. 
Mr. i\IULLA).f : It is no "Shame!" It is a 

serious rnatter. 
LAnOUR ME.\IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MULLAN: It is a serious matter that 

the Parliament should be sent to the electors. 
The whole of the electors wen' disfranchised for 
three months through the action of somPbody in 
power; and it has been laid down by HallattJ­
one of the greatest constitutional <CuthoritiEs­
that there can be no greater sin or crime against 
the Constitution than the disfranchisement of 
electors. He claims that the man who is guilty 
of that is just as bad as if he 'he•ded a, revolu­
tionary army against the State. ::3omebody has 
done a serious wrong to the people of this State. 
\Ve have been involved in an unjustifiable ex­
penditure of something approaching £25,000, 
and we have to pay our share of it. It is not a 
matter that is to be passed over lightly; and, 
whether this Chamber realises it or not-and I 
think it does realise it by the fact that it de­
feated that amendment, and also by the fact 
that this Address will, if not uarried c•n the 
voices, be adopted by a substantial majority 
in division-the people of Qmensland want 
to tiee something done in connection with 
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the matter, and somebody will have to pay 
the penalty for the crime that has been com­
mitted upon the people of Queensland. They 
dernand it, and I aut certain they are going to 
have their way; and if this Parliament does not 
do it, some other Parliament will have to. The 
danger lies in that if something is not done a 
precedent will be establi.,hed, which may be 
pointed to by future tran"gressors againsc the 
Constitution. \Ve do not want to give any man 
the power to s.ty in twenty or fifty years that 
the Hon. Robert Philp, the hon. member for 
Townsville,-did a certRin thing, and got off scot­
free, or thRt a certain gentleman holding the 
distinguished position of Governor of Qneensland 
accepted the advice which was tendered to him, 
and his act was approved of. \Ve do not want 
to. establish a precedent that will make it 
possible for that to happen ; and, therefore, I 
think it the bounden uuty of this House to see 
justice done-justice, I hope, tempered with 
mercy, but justice nevertheless. It is no light 
matter for a Government to spend £687,000 
without parliamentary authority. And if a 
-Gm·ernment are competent to do this, they 
are competent to do a grent deal more. They 
even bought tbe Maryvale Estate; and I bold 
it was a positive indecency for any .Govern­
ment to bang on to power as they did, and 
transact a11y but absolutely necessary adminis­
trative business. Xo self.respec~ing Government 
would have ever done the things which have 
·been done by the late Administration without 
either the authority of the Parliament or the 
.people. 

::\Ir. BO\Yl\!A:-1: I~'pecially when they said they 
were going to have clean hands. 

Mr. l\iULLAN : Every man speaks accord­
ing to his own conception. They speak accord­
ing to their conception of clean hands, but their 
conception apparently is not as high as it might 
be. Xow, I will conclude by making a reference 
to a statement made in this House. A gentle­
man, referring to the Labour party, compared 
them to brass monkeys, and be said that if 
seventeen ti1embers who were here during the 
last Parliament had been labelled "brass 
monkeys"--

The SPEAKER: Order ! That was a re­
mark which took place during a discussion which 
has been clo,;ed. I called the hon. member to 
order at the time, and the discussion upon that 
point is closed. 

Mr. MULLAN: In deference to your ruling, 
I will not refer to the matter further than to say 
that as a member of the party to whom allusion 
was made, I have reason to believe that there is 
a certain electorate in Queensland where if a 
brazen monkey were to put up and were branded 
",T enkinson" it would be rPturned to Parlia­
ment. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! I think the hon. 
member will agree with me thac it would be 
much better to leave such matters unsaid. 

1\ir. MULLAN: It is with the greate-t re­
luctance that I would encroach upon the dignity 
of the House or run cuunter to the Standing 
·Orders, but I claim that any gentleman who 
abu,es his position in the House to cast a slight 
on the party to which I htwe the honour to 
belong must expect to be replied to, and so long 
as I am in a position to do that without in­
fringing the Standing Orders, I claim that I 
have the right to retaliate on any man who so 
grossly acts. I would just say, finally, that the 
policy of the Government includes some very 
excellent legislation, and as far as I am con­
cerned, and I believe as far as my party is con­
cerned, though I have no right to speak for 
them, the democratic measures mentioned are 

entitled to our whole-hearted support. As far 
as I am concerned, I will not fnlter in the 
support I intend to give them. So long as 
this Governrnent introduce-.., rneasures in accord 
with my principles, so long will I sn )J[JOrt 
them, and I will not look for excuses to offer 
obstruction or block the p<tth of progress. I 
also clajm the right, if anything obnoxiouF to 
my principles, or contrary to Lhe platfurm which 
I have signed, is introduced by the Government, 
of offering it my strong opposition. I think we 
have much to be pleased with and proud of in 
the democratic measures which are included in 
the progmmme of the Government, and I hope 
they v. ill be pia< orl on the statute-book of 
Queensland during the pre~ent session. 

::\fr. BARXES (Buli,i!ba): ::\Ir. Speaker-­

::\fr. JI.IcLACHLA.::'j (Fortitude V(ll/cp) : Mr. 
Speaker--

The SPEAKER : I think it is the cmtom of 
the House to give precedence to "'new member. 

2\Ir. McLACHLAX: At the risk of detaining 
the House a little longer this evening, I propose 
offering a few remark' on the Address in Reply, 
and on the Governor's S)Jeech. It is not my 
intention at this late hour to speak at any great 
length, as I understand that the Government 
are anxious to close the debate to-night, so that 
no time will be occupied next week in further 
discussion of this matter, and that an opportunity 
will be afforded them to proceed with their rail­
way policy, a commencement with which has been 
made this afternoon. I hope that railway policy 
will prove one which will be acceptable to the 
members of this House, and that work will be 
gone on with as speedily as possible, so that the 
unemployed who are now in Queensland in very 
large numbers will be relieved to an appreciable 
extent, and at the ume time the development of 
this great State will progress. I am \'leased 
to note that included in the Bills mentioned 
in the Governor's Speech a re the democratic 
measures whiCh were interrupted at the close 
of last year as a result of the interference 
with the legislatiYe machinery of the State by 
gentlemen in another place. I recognise that if 
there is any obstacle in the way of democratic 
progress, and thought, and legislation, that 
obstacle should, if possible, be rerrJ<>ved, and it 
is patent to everybody, both in this Chamber 
and outside, that there is an obstacle in Queens­
land at the pre,ent time, and a very great 
obstacle, in the pathway of progress. I am in 
the habit of calling a spade a spade, and I refer 
to the Legislative Council. I notice in the 
Governor's Speech there is a proposition for the 
introduction of a Comtitu tional Referendum 
Bill, the object of which measure, I presume, 
will be t~ refer to the people measures which 
have been passed through this House, and thrown 
out by the Upper Chamber. \Vel!, that is, 
perhaps, one way of reforming the Upper House, 
but to my mind it is only tinkering with the 
question. There is only one way to properly 
insnre the passag·e int.o law of legislation passed 
bv this House, and that iil to abolish the Upper 
House altogether. There is a plank in the plat­
form of the Labour party which says that the 
Upper House should be abolished ; and I am 
perfectly correct in saying that if such a measure 
were introduced it would find very pronounced 
support from members sitting in this corner, and 
also from a number of members sitting on the 
Government .benches. It is just possible, too, 
that it might receive some support from gentle­
men at present occupying positions on the Oppo­
sition benches. 

Mr. COY!\E: You do not believe that? 

Mr. McLachlan.] 
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i\Ir. McLACHLAR : I think there are one 
or two on that side who, perhaps, might be in­
duced to vote for the abolition of the F pper 
Hoase. At all events, there is not the slightest 
doubt that if sueh a measure were introduced 
there would be sufficient men found in the 
House to carry it. ~Whether it would be possible 
to gat a two-thirds majority in the Upper House 
to carrv a measure of that kind I am not 
prepared to say. But I have it on fairly good 
authority that it would be possible to so amend 
the Constitution Act in the first instance that it 
would not be 1wcessary to carry a measure of 
that kind by a two-thirds majority. I believe 
the question is being looked into at the present 
time b) legal men, and it is just possible the 
Constitution Act can be amended in the way I 
have indicated. If so, it will be br0ught under 
the notice of the Premier, and probably he may 
see the wisdom of introducing a measure to have 
th>tt effect. 

The PRE}IIER: If you can show me how it can 
be done. 

1Ir. McLACHI,AN: I am glad to hear the 
Pren1ier say so, anr! I can assure him that such 
a Bill will recPive the hearty and unanimous 
support of every man sitting in this corner of the 
Chamber. I notice in the Speech a proposition 
to amend the Elections Act, I understand by 
the abolition of the postal vote. I recognise that 
it is neces;,arv that a mea"1re which was thrown 
out in the l~pper House last session should be 
returned to that House this secsion in practically 
the same form, so that members of that Chamber 
will be forced, as thermmlt of the general election, 
to carry the measure in the .same for1n as. that 
which they rejected last year. But I trust that 
before the expiry of the present Parliament the 
Premier will see his way to introduce a far more 
comprehensrve amendment of the Elections Act. 
There are many thinl!s in our electoral laws which 
require amending. Some of those have already 
been referred to by previous speakers, but there 
are one or two others to which no reference has 
been made. At the last election a great number 
of people were disfranchised through no f>tnlt of 
their own; for son1e unknown reason their nan1es 
had been removed from the roll. Some were 
members of the same family, who had been 
living in thA same hon;e for years. I could give 
a number of< 1ses of that kind that occurred in 
Fortitude Valley, and from conversation with 
others I find that it is not peculiar to Fortitude 
Valley. 

Mr. \Voovs : L\ll over the State. 

Mr. :\loLACHLAN: There must be some­
thing wrong wit.h an electoral system which 
permits men and women to be removed from the 
electoral roll without any cause wha\ever. I 
am not )Jrepared to say whose fault it is, but 
the fact remains that it i• so, anrl I assert that it 
is the duty of the Minister in charge of this 
department to see if some means cannot be 
devised wberehy a man or woman who has once 
secured the right tu vote should not have it 
taken a way on some flimsy pretence, such as 
htwing moved their residence from one side of"' 
street to the other. There should be some system 
introducer! whereby once the right to vote was 
secured it could not be easily lost. Another 
necessary an1endn1Pnt i8 the fixing of the exact 
day on which electi•ms are to be held, and the 
exact time at which the polls shall close. There 
should not be a repetition of what we saw at the 
last election, when the polling-day was altered 
from Saturday to "\Vednesday, thus putting 
~lectors, . both male and female, to very great 
1ncon venwnce. 

Mr. CA)IPm~Lr,: \Vhat about the l<'ederal elec­
toral law~ 

[31r. J1cLachlan. 

l\Ir. McLACHLAN: I am not concerned 
about the Federal electoralbw. I am referring 
to this State, and I hope our Act will be so 
amended that the day of election will be defi­
nitely fixed, and that' that day will be Saturday. 
I also horJe that the time of closing the poll will 
be fixed, so that it shall not be in the power of 
any :\Tinister to say that the poll shall clo~e at 4, 
5, or fi o'clock. I would suggest that the time 
be fixed for 7 o'clock, and made compulsory. 
~With regard to the Old Age Pensions Bill, it 
was not my privilege to be a member of this 
House when that Bill was introdu'ced last ses­
sion; but I took some considerable interest in 
the measure and in the discussion which took 
place upon it. I hope the new Bill which it is 
propo,ed to introduce will not be a frtc simile of 
the one introduced last year, butt hat it will be so 
framed as to be acceptable to all the members of 
the Hou,e. I assume that the Opposition are 
hnmane men, and are prepared to admit old age 
pensions as a right. I hope the Bill will not 
lead to such divisions of opinion as were con­
spicuous last year, but will make the rec civing of 
old age pensions by those entitled to them 
an easy matter, which would not ha ye been the 
case if the Bill of last session had become law. 
A good deal has been said during the course of 
this debate, and a good deal wa' mid during the 
election campaign, about the \Yages Boards Bill 
-the way in which it was going to apply to the 
different industries. and the tyrannical way in 

which it would appl~v to farmero. I 
[11 p.m.] do not profess to know anything 

about farming, but I take this much 
credit to myself-that I have, perha[Js, an average 
amount of cotnmon sense, and can read and 
understand the provisions of a Bill introduced in 
this House with, perhaps, most laymen; and, in 
reading that \V ages Boards Bill which was intro­
duced last year, I do n0t see anything tyrannical 
atout the measure. The Bill "imply provided 
for an amicable settlement of disputes that 
might arise between em[Jioyers and employees. 
If the conditions in an industry were such 
that either the employer or the empl.,ye•· felt 
it irksome, they had a right to call into exist­
ence the pro\·isions of the Bill. If the con­
ditions in the farming industry are such as 
we have heard described during the pre·,ent 
debate, and there is no poosibility of any person 
engaged in that industry having any reason 
to come under the Bill, there should be no 
objection taken by the representatives of the 
farming constituencies to the Bill becoming law 
with that particular provision in it. I do not 
know whether I shall be in order in reading an 
extract from a letter I have here from the 
Courier, Mr. Speaker; but if I am not in order 
you will soon pull me up. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I do not know 
what the hon. member ie going to read ; but a 
comment from a newspaper or letter on matters 
that are under the consideration of the House 
will be out of order. The hon. member will be 
able to judge for himself how far that applies. 

Mr. McLACHLAX: This is a letter written 
to the Cou,.ier on 2nd March of the present 
year. It is on the \Vages Boards Bill of last 
year, and I purpose reading an extract from it, 
It is written by a farmer, and it shows that some 
farmers hwe no fear of the inclusion of a pro­
vision in the \VageR Boards Bill bringing farmers 
nnder the Bill. It is Bigned by a gentlen"an 
named Kalmund, of lYioorland Station. 

I welc01ne tbe measnre. which, though only a pallia­
tive. tends to ra>se the standard of the a\·erag-e farm 
labourer, as also farmers themselves, from veritable 
slaves to at least the level of their city brothers. Xo 
farmer who is economicallY aware of the fact that all 
which tends to raise him vand those around him to a 
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higher standard of living will feel any uneasiness if the 
vropos.ed measure become& law. Whether the farmer 
is, as at present situated. able to meet the requirements 
stipnlated in the Bill does not enter into the fllle~tion, 
for the measure in principle is one in the right direc­
tion. 'l'o ask that, because through lack of unity and 
a want of economic foresight, whereby f:.trmers are 
themselYes reduced to the level of serf::;, they should 
seek to further their interests by striking at the pmnt 
of least l'CSi.-:tance. and deny their still more powerless 
labourers the right to l'aise tl1ellls.elves and farmers 
generally by tbe improved conditions which would 
obtain, is l.Joth ignorant and cowardly. 

Let farmers nnite, and if they work six days, and 
think hard on the seventh, they "'Ylll come to the con­
clusion that it h; more manly and intelligent to seek 
justice from those who deny it them-thosr who stanrl 
between producer:; and consumers, manivulating the 
fruits or the earth won by his ha1'd toil from nature. 

That clearly proves there are some farmers in 
the community who think that it would be a 
correct and humane thing to include provisions 
under which farmers could be brought under the 
\V ages Boards Bill. I may sav that the letter I 
have _just read w~s prompted 'by a photograph 
of th1s gentleman s farm which appeared in the 
Couriet of the day before tbP date of the letter. 
The !'ow·ic,- had taken notice of his farm. and 
certain references made to it prumpted him to 
write ,;he letter. There are many other matters 
in the Speech with which I agree, but there is 
one Bill foreshadowed, and which ha" been 
already dealt with to-night by the hon. member 
for\Varrego. which I c"nnot support. I think 
it is just as well when a member is addressing 
the House for the first time, and an opportunity 
is aft;orded him of expn>s,ing his opinions on the 
particular measure' tbat are likely to come 
before the House, that he should express himself 
fully on nny of the Bills with which he a"rees or 
with which he differs. I refer to the p~oposed 
referendum in connection with the Bible in 
State schools. It is just as well that the leader 
of the Government should know that there are 
some members of the Labour party who are 
gmng to oppose that me,.sure. When the Bill 
is it>troduced r. intend to opp?se i~ as strongly 
as I can. Dnrmg- my campaign m Fortitude 
Valley, the question was bro<'ght under my 
no~i~e by my con.otituents, and I was asked my 
otnmon and leanmgs on 1t. I gave a decide<l 
answer that I was oppoeed to the introduction 
of auy such measure, and opposed altogether to 
the reading of the Bible in State schools, and to 
the proposed referendum. I make this statement 
in the House to,night, and l'lter on, when the 
measure is introduced, I will vote exactly in 
accordance with the expressions which I gave to 
my con,tituents. I think it is not right that 
nn a matter of conscience the people of the 
State should be interfered with at all. It may 
be said that the members of the Labour party 
are in favour of a referendum. I say that I 
am in favour of a general referendum and 
if the Government is prepared to introduce a 
general Referendum Bill, then it will have my 
,support, but I am not prepared to support any 
measure of this kind brought in, whereby the 
principle of the referendum will be introduced 
si m ply for the purpose of an expression of the 
opiniun of the people of this State being taken 
at the request of a very small minority. It may 
seem strange that I should make reference to 
something which is not included in the Speech­
! refer to a Mining on Private Property Bill. 
Although representmg a metropolitan constitu­
ency, it has been my privilege during my life 
in this State to have had considerable experi­
ence on some of our mining field.~ ; in bet, 
as both the hon. members for Gympie know, I 
was reared in the town which they h>tve the 
honour to repre"ent. I know a good deal about 
the mining industry, and I feel confident that it 
would have been a good thing if the Government 

could have seen their way clear to have intro­
duced a Mining on Private Property Bill. And 
in advocating a measure of this kind J am 
simply ad vu eating one of the planlcs of the 
Labour !Jlatform. \V e recognise, and everybody 
recognises, that the mining industry is one of 
the greate-;t industries in this State, and I say 
that it is not fostered or encouraged to the same 
extent it ought to be, and not nearly 1n a 
proportionate manner to that obtaining in the 
other States of the Commonwealth. I trust tho,t 
during the present session the Go,'ernment will 
be able to see their way clear to assist this 
industry in a much more "material manner than 
has been the case in the past in Queensland. 
There is just one other matter in the Go,·ernor's 
Opening tlpeech to which I w~uld like to refer, 
and that is the Central Technical College Bill. 
I think the establishment of a central tech­
nical college "ill be a good thing, and will 
no doubt be of great assistance to those people 
who desire to partake of the pri\ ileges that 
are to be found in those institution,;. Another 
advantage that would result from the intro­
duction of such a measure is that it would have 
the effect of bringing more actil·ely under the 
control of the Government the technical educa· 
tion of the technical colleges of Brisb>tne than 
is the case at present. \Vhile on the subject 
of education, I would like to make reference to 
the eystem that has up to the p!'esent been 
operating in this State whereby teachers in 
private schools were able to gain admission to 
the Educ>ttion Department of the State. It iR 
well known that the channel through w hi eh the 
teachers from the pri1·ate schools were afforded 
an opportunity of getting into the Education 
Department was through the Provisional school-;, 
but I noticed in the last education report that it 
is proposed-and, in fact, it is now be,ing carried 
into effect-to grade and staff those Provisional 
schoob with State school teachers. That is 
being done, and the avenue through which 
teachers from private schools were able to get 
into the department is now almost cloRed to 
them. I really do not know why there should 
be anv more difficulty in getting into the Educa­
tion Department of this State than there is in 
getting into any other branch of the public 
service. \Vith the exception of the Education 
Department, every cl,epartment in the State is 
open to every boy and girl free, provided they 
can qualify to get into that department. 

The SB:CHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: l.'p to a 
certai.n age. 

Mr. McLACHLAN : Even that is not granted 
in the Education Department. All I ask is this 
-and the Premier and the Seeretary for Rail­
ways will admit that it is a fair proposition­
that the e~me facilities should be afforded to the 
children of this State, and to the teachers of this 
State, to get into the Education Del'artment as 
is ttfforded in connection with the other depart· 
ments. 

The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: Should not 
the Provisional schools be staffed with ag good 
teachers as the State schools? 

::\Ir. ::\IcLACHLAN: I certainly say make 
the Provisional schools as efficient as you can, 
but having closed the channel through which 
teachers from private schools were able to get 
into the Education Department, you should 
make the entrance to that department as free 
as the entrance to any other department in 
the State. It is not my intention to delay 
the House at any greater length. I h"ve 
spoken a little longer than I intended when 
I first rose. l trust, in conclusion, that as a 
result of the legislation that has been fore­
shadowed in the Governor's Speech, humane 

Mr. M cLachlan. J 
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measures will be introduced, and that this 
House will pass them, and that the people 
of the State will benefit thereby. I feel 
confident that the attention of this Hou"e 
~il_l be carefully given t? every measure that 
1s mtrnduced, and when 1t re1ehes this Cham­
ber I hope it will leave it in such a way that, 
if carried into law, the nlen and women-the 
masses of the State-will benefit thereby. I 
hope that there will be no block to legislation of 
this kind in another place, and that the \V ages 
BCJardo Bill, and, if possible, a Trades Disputes 
Bill, and all the democrntic measures fore­
shadowed in the Governor's Speech, will be the 
law of the land before very long. 

Mr. \V. H. BARXES (Bulimua): iiir. 
Speaker--

Nir. GRANT : This is your second speech. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. gentleman is in 
order, as he spoke on the amendment before. 

Mr. W. H. BARXES : I do not intend to 
keep the House very long. I recognise, with 
other. hon. gentlemen who have spoken, that the 
honr 1s late, and I am sure that it would be in the 
interest of all parties if we closed the debate as 
soon as poosible. Might I be allowed to say 
somethin::t on the lines stated by the hon. me~­
ber for Kennedy, :i'.Ir. J ackson-something in 
regard to the new members. I am certain that 
a majority of the new members who have spoken 
to-day have certainly impressed the House. I 
would say just a word in that connection, rtnd it 
is this: It seems to me that it would be an ex­
cellent thing if the hon. member for Charcers 
Towers, Mr. :i'.Iullan, were to follow the good ex­
ample which has just been set by the hon. mem­
ber fnr Fortitude Y alley. The hon. gentleman 
will find, if he is spared for any length of time 
in this House, that io will be to his nrofit to 
follow thttt particular line rather than adopt 
the tactic" which he adopted to-night, and 
which I am sure no one will regret more than he 
when he thinks it over in his quiet moments. 
There is another matter I wish to refer to. 
There is an im~ression, abroad, apparently, that 
members who s1t on th1s side of the Hnu,e are 
altogether opposed to men who may differ with 
them in politic;. The hon. member for Charters 
Towers made a statement that an attempt was 
made on Charters Towers to block certain men 
because they differed from him in politice. 

Mr. MCLLAN: I can substantiate it. 
Mr. W. H. BAHNES: All I have got to say 

is that any perwn who tries to interfere with the 
right of an elector, whether that elector is an 
employee or somebody else, is doing a positive 
injustice. (Hear, hear!) I would like, even 
at this late hour, to remind hon. genclemen 
of what occurred in connection with my own 
bL1siness. Mr. ~fidgley saiil he wanted to 
oppL>se Mr. ,J. R. Dickson. He got three or 
four weeks' leave and contested the election, but 
was defeated, and came back to hi-; work 
immediately. Sometimes people are led to 
believe that we on this side of the House are not 
anxious to do the right thing when a man 
differs from us in politics. Very often people 
who say t~ose things are merely making a great 
deal of no1se, and very frequently think so on 
account of what they would do themselves. The 
hon. member for Toowong, Nir. Cotteil, seconded 
the Address in Reply, and I regret that he is not 
in his place now, as I would rather say what I 
have to say about him to his face than behind 
his back. However, I am not responsible for 
his absence, 

The 8ECRE'!'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: He is in the 
House. 

Mr. \V, H. BARNES : He is certainly not in 
the Chamber. The hon. gentleman, in speaking 

[Mr. M cLachlan. 

on the Address in Reply, referred to the Mary­
vale Estate, and madR some reference to the 
question of clean hands. I wish to say here and 
now that as ex-:i'.finieter for Lands I am person­
ally responsible for the transaction in connection 
with the Maryvale Estate, and I have no desire 
to shield myself behind anybody. I should not 
have taken the slightest notice of the remark 
made by the hon. member for Toowong, because 
the majority of people who know him will 
attach very little importance to any statement 
he may make-he is so well known in the city 
that any statement made by him is discounted 
from the jump. But when the leader of the 
Labour party and the hon. member for Char­
ters Towers, 1\ir. l\Iullan, who has a great 
deal to learn-and if I mistake not will have 
a few tumbles in learning-come along and 
repeat the statement made with regard to the 
l\Iaryvale Estate, I say there are two things 
which they ought to do, and I challenge them 
to do them. If they know there is anything 
improper in connection with the purchase of 
the Maryvale Estate, it is their duty in the 
interest of the country to move for the papers, 
and to ask for an inquiry into the m•tter, 
and I now challenge them on the floor of this 
House to do that. I commenced life right at 
the bottom of the tree, and have worked my 
way up gradually. I have done that by hard 
work, and I am not ashamed of it. I have been in 
the city of Brisbane for twenty years, I have 
been aqsociated with many industries, and 
I say there is not a man in the community who 
can point his finger at me and say that in my 
commercial dealings, or in my private capacity, 
I have done anything that is not clean, \Vhat 
do we find to"nig-ht? That the m,;n who madf" 
that charge against me, and who, I suppose, knew 
I was going to reply to him, is not game to come 
into this Chamber. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : He caught the ten 
past 11 train. 

The PRJDIIER: Do you imagine that Mr. 
Cottell has stnyed out of the Chamber because 
you are speaking? 

Mr. \V. H. BARKES: I know that the 
leader of the Government would himself do any­
thing to avoid an is~ue. 1\Iy own conviction is 
that the mAn who are so ready to hurl such 
charges acro•s the floor of the 'House, who are 
ready to accuse other,men of doing things which 
are dishonest and wrong, judge others by what 
they would do themselves. Again I challenge 
those hon. members to call for the papers, and 
move for an inquiry if they think there was any­
thing wrong in connection with the purchase of 
the Maryvale Estate. 

Mr. GRANT: Wasn't it an improper thing for 
you to do such a thing? 

Mr. W. H. BARNES : It was not an 
imnroper thing-it was done in the interest of 
the community, who would be benefited by the 
purchase of th<tt estate. I am reminded by my 
colleague, the hon. member for Moreton, that it 
was found that the Maryvale Railway was on 
the programme of the Government. 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Vhy did you 
sign the contract on the day of the election? 

Mr. W. H. BARNES: I wiil show that there 
wao nothing wrong in signing the contract on the 
day 0f the election, and to do so I will deal with 
the purchase from its inception, The pre'cent 
Government, I do not think, were in earnest in 
the matter. 

Mr. BOWMAN: Another insinuation. 
Mr. W. H. BARNF:S : The Maryvale Estate 

was offered to the present Government on the 
29th June, 1907. A feature survey of the pro-
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perty was ordered on the 22nd August. The 
surveyor's report was received on the 5th Novem­
ber, and between that date and the 25th No­
vember the Philp Government came into nffice. 
On the 25th November the matter was referred 
to the Land Court. The Land Court's report 
was received nn the 2!lth Km·ember. I believe 
the Minister for Lands will do me the justice to 
say that the property wa' under offer to the 
Government till somewhere about the beginning 
of December. IVe felt that in the interest of 
closer settlement it was exceedingly important 
that the ::\Ia.ryvale Estate should not be lost to 
the community, especially in view of the fact 
that the Maryvale line was among the projects 
of the Government. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LAND~: I look for 
some corroboration of your statement that we 
were not in earnest in the matter. 

Mr. W. H. BARNES: These dates are taken 
from official recordH. 

The SECHETARY J<"OR PcnMc LANDS: They do 
not add any strength to your statement. · 

Mr. W. H. BARNES : IVhen we found that 
the offer of the property expired at the end of 
November or the beginning of December, the 
first thing we did was to get a renew:.! of the 
offer, and that renewal extended the time to the 
lOth January, 1908. The owners of the property 
did not appear to be very anxiouH about selling, and 
it was with some difficulty that we obtained an 
extension of the offer till the 10th January. On 
the lOth January the offer was accepted by the 
Government, subject to the terms of payment 
being arranged. On the 22nd January a formal 
offer was made under the Closer Settlement Act. 
On the 2-Hh January the vendors accepted the 
offer, and on the 24th J an nary a draft agreement 
was submitted to the vendoro. This draft agree· 
ment was returned approved on the 29th ,T anu· 
ary. On the 4th February the agreerr,ent was 
received from the vendors sig-ned, and on the 5th 
:February it was signed by the Minister. As a 
matter of fact the offer of the property was 
accepted during the month of January, but 
anYone who knows anything about business 
knows that you cannot hurry the preparation of 
legal documents. 'rhe explanati·Jn I have made 
is perfectly straightforward and perfectly true, 
and m.v reputation is not going to be soiled by 
statement" thrown across the floor of the Chamber 
by men who, perhaps, have long since lost their 
own reputations. 

Mr. GnA:-.T: IVhat about the Mount Molloy 
busineF:s ·: 

Mr. W. H. BARKES: There is nothing wrong 
with the 1\Iount Molloy business. Anything- that 
was done was done on the recommendat.ion of the 

proper officers of the department, 
[11.30 p.m.] whose recommendations are usually 

carried out. If the hon. member 
thinks there was anything wrong in connec. 
tion with the business, let him call for the 
papers. IVe have heard a great deal about the 
constitutional question, and we have been told 
that when we were sitting on that side of the 
House we did a g-reat deal that was wrong. IVe 
have been told that we did wrong in asking for a 
dissolution. Now, at one period in the history 
of Queensland there was a Government called 
the Dawson Government. They went to the 
representative of the King for the time being, 
and asked for a dissolution. 

l\lr. BO\VMAN: And it was refused because 
they could not get Supply. 

Mr. GRA:-.T: There is no harm in asking for a 
dissolution. 

Mr. IV. H. BAR:c\ES : IVhat can be s•id of 
the men who now denounce that kind of thing? 
I simply want to show the inconsistency of 
some members of the Government. They had 
only a small party then, and yet they were quite 

prepared to ask for a dissolution, and they 
would have been glad if they could have g-ot it. 

l\Ir. CowAP: Yon got one, and you are very 
sorry now. 

Mr. W. H. BAR:c\ES : Indeed, we are not 
sorry ; and, if we had to g-o through the same 
exp~rience again, we would do just the san1et 
because the country demanded that we should 
take the step wp dir1. A g-reat deal has been 
said about land administration. It i,; very 
strang-e that nothing has been said on the floor of 
this House about. the happenings in connection 
with .Timbour. I am not here to Hay that there 
was anything improper-that would be most 
unfair; but I do say that the Government who 
had to do with the purchase of ,Timbonr did what 
was an exceeding-ly improper thing. 

The SECHETARY IWR PL"BLIO LANDS : IVhere 
was the impropriety? 

Mr. W. H. BARI'\ES: The impropriety 
was in putting .1n extreme price on the land. 

:Mr. GRAXT : That was not their bult. 
Mr. W. H. BARXES: It was their fault in 

paying an extreme price for it.; and then, when 
the Minister found that he had paid an extreme 
nrice for the estate, loading the prospective 
buyer of the Cumkillenbar portion with another 
20 per cent. 

The SECHETAHY FOR PL"BLIC LAXllS : And 
may I ask what \vas y0ur n1otive in reducing 
the price on the eve of an election ? 

GOVEH:-.1IE:--'T l'I1E1IBEHS: Votes. (Laughter.) 
The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Mr. W. H. B.\RKEH: At the risk of taking 

some time, I shall rear! a letter written by th<o 
Under Secretary, tu show that it was clone on 
hiR recommendation. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR :E'CBLIC LAND~ : 'Vhat 
is the date of the report? 

Mr. IV. H. BARXES: There is no date on it­
The purchase money paid fat· Cmnkillenbar is at the 

average rate of £:1 10s. per acre payable for t.hP whole 
estHte, but us Cumkillenbar i~ of better quality than 
the averagr. of the whole r>~1ate the proportionate part 
of the total price to be attributed to Cumkilleubar, in­
cluding- its share of the legdl costs, is £87,:170. The 
mmimum total selection price therefore of tbis land, on 
this basis, should ne £96,107, or an average of 1::4 t:is. ld. 
per nere. Detailed valuations obtained tram the Land 
Commi~siouer on the basis or a total valuation of 
£lOO, COO range for particular lots from £2 Ss. 6d. to £7 
10s. per acre. a~ sho,vn on the attached plan. 

The late :Jlinister eom;idered it desirable to incrrnse 
these valuations by 20 per cent., so as to provide 
against loss through the inferim· parts of the estate 
l)OSsibly proving unsaleable, except at prices below 
their proportionate cost, but. in view of the prices 
being asked for neighbouring land-. (Dalby Down:-:, for 
ins tanee), sueh prires can scarcely be expected to be 
realised. The wisdom of unduly loading Cnmkillenbar 
for the ~ake of the rest of the eo;;tate may be questioned. 
It·must be remembbred that nnder normal conditions 
the other sections of the estate must have improved in 
value at the time they suecessively fall into the hands 
of the Government during the next three years, and 
meanwhile no payment has to be made on their account. 

Tbc respective areas, dates of getting possession, and 
proporticmatc value (on basis of average of £3 1 Os. for 
the wbole estate, plus costs), are as follow, namely:-· 

Area 

Date when to be taken pos­
session of, and paid for, at ,

1

· 

£'l lOs. per acre 

Proportionate pH.rt of price I 
of "'hole estate (including : 
costs) to be attributed to 1 

Mf:~~um total selection ! 
price of area 

I 
l\Iinimum average selection i 

price ot area I 

AcrPs, Acre·-;. 
18,023 ±0,354 

... '\.ug., Aug-., 
1908. 1909. 

£ £ 
51,536 135,324 

56,690 11±~,856 
£8. d. £ "· d. 
3 2 11 I 3 13 9 

I 

.Aeros. 
40,3.)4 

Aug., 
1910. 

£ 
15>,09± 

173,904 

£ 8. d. 
± 6 2 

Mr. W. H. Barnes.] 
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In the foregoing I haYe assumerl that tlle sevm·al 
sections of the estate arc to be so far regal'(1ed as 
separate ptuclmses ns to re(tuire that the selection 
price ~or each section must be at least 10 lle~· cent. 
aboye the proportim:ate part of the price of the whole 
estate "\Yllil'11 ~l10uW be attributed tf) that ~ection on 
the basis or its intrinsic Yalue in relation to the whole. 
EYen if thi,, is not legall3· neces""ary, I think that a 
cantious poli.cy demands it, but I do not. think that any 
further loading of the first section shonltl beattemptecl. 
By the time thHt the thinl an cl fourth sections fall into 
the hands of the Government, two antl th1·ee years 
hence respectively, land Yalncs in the district must 
hnve increased snfficiently to admit of these areas 
1Jeing di.spmecl of on their own merits nnder better 
relatiYe conditions thn.u affect Cmnkillenbar at the 
pre"ent time. ·while I think that ordinal'\' cnntion 
requiros that an attcltlpt shall be made to 'dis.pose ol 
Cumkillenbar at an advance vf 10 per cent. on Ht<i pro­
portionate ('Ost, I s.houlcl not hesitate, in the event of 
it lmnging fire, to recommend a rPdnction in its prices, 
depending on the improved Y:tluc:-; of the otlle1· &' ction:s 
two and three years hence to make good the reduction. 

The land now in possession of the Gm·ernment has 
been dL::;igned into se'i'Cnty-the portion" of fromlJ.7 to 
501 ncres, with two isolated portioHs of 160 acres and 
280 acres IC'~pcctively. The laud can lJe opened at any 
time, except that se\·eral ag-ents have been given oppor­
tunity of forming- groups in rf o.;peet of parts of it. If 
immflfliate opening is desired, these agents should be 
l'Eqnired to report to what extent they ha Ye entered 
into engagements with wonltl~be ~electors in regard to 
any portions. 

Xow, what actually happened? The agents 
first of all were approached, and they >aid they 
ccmld not succeed in getting people to go upon 
the land at the price. 

The SEOHETARY ron PunLIC L"\XD~: :\light I 
a•k what agents said that? 

.Mr. W. H. BAHNES: I will not give the 
agents away. 

Tbe SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LAXIlS: I chal­
lenge you tu name a single agent who baid the 
price debarred selection. 

:\Ir. ~V. H. BARKES : :\fr. Pnlsford was one, 
and before we took any action those gentlemen 
were approached. Then, in addition to that, we 
we~e face to face with the fact that the adjoin­
ing lands of lJalby Downs, which were equally 
val uahle, were offered at a lesser price. The 
land was thrown open under the best climatic 
conditions, and instead of being taken at an 
advance of 10 per cent. with 20 per cent. off, 
only a very small proportion was sold, and the 
balance had to be withdrawn. 

The SECRETAHY FOH Pt'BLIC LAXDS : Had to 
be withdrawn? 

:\Ir. \V. H. BARNES : At any rate it was 
withdrawn. 

.Mr. GRA!\1': How did you get that letter? 

1lr. W. H. BARNES : I got it in a proper 
way. I am here to defend myself. The hon. 
gentleman does not like the unrJlew;ant manner 
in which I am getting home. 

.Mr. GRAN~': I do not think a Minister has a 
right to carry that away from the office. 

:\Ir. W. H. BARNES: It is a copy, and I do 
not hesitate to say that in connection with that 
Cum killenhar business there has been the 
gn,'atest bungle. 

The PREMIER: You started out to prove Im­
propriety. 

:\Ir. W. H. BARN"ES : I will tell you where 
the imprr>priety comes in. After the Govern. 
ment '"id the land was worth so much, t.hey 
wrongfully gave .£1 an acre rnore, and more­
over the land in question was in the electorate 
of the Se,Jretary for Lands. 

The 8ECRE1'AHY POR PUBLIC LANDS : Are you 
c<tsting a reflection upon a judicial tribunal?· 

[J:f r. W. H. Barnes. 

~Ir. W. H. BATIXES: I am not reflecting on 
a judicial tribunal. A further impropriety was 
that tbe bank was willing to sell that land and 
run the risk. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR PuBMC LAND~ : They 
were ready to sell Cnmkillenbar. 

:\Ir. W. H. BAR::\'ES: Let me say further, 
without any desire to injure this land, that I 
believe before we have done with Jimbour-we 
heard a great deal about the Seaforth Estate­
but before we have done with this there will be 
a tremendous loss. 

The Hmm SEC'HETAHY: That is not l\fr. 
:\lcDougall's opinion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDP : You 
remember your prophecy. 

:\fr. W. H. BAR:\ES: Yes; and I hope I 
shall have an opportunity of taking the hon. 
gentleman round in sackcloth and ashes, when 
he will have to admit that my prophecy was 
correct. I am exceedingly sorry at this late 
hour to have had to go into this matter; but 
it was my duty, after the attack that bad been 
made, to do so. 

Mr. Bow~ux: I will take you up at the first 
sitting next week. 

:\fr. W. H. BAR::\'ES : I shall be very glad if 
the hon. gentleman does. I challenge any hon. 
member to prove any statement that would go 
in the direction of showing that there has been 
anything in my conduct of which I need be 
ashamed. 

The PREMIER: Although it is Yery late I 
can hardly allow the hon. gentleman's speech to 
go without a remark or two. I have no desire 
to charge the hon. gentleman with doing any­
thing improper-anything in a personal or moral 
sense, or in the sense of working in his own 
business interest, and I do not think anyone 
has hinted at that. 

:\fr. BmnrAX : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMLER : The hon. gentleman has 
indignantly repudiated a charge which has not 
been made. 

Mr. \V. H. B.~RNES : It was made. 

The PREMIER: But it has been raised as a 
blind, with a view of preventing pEople from 
seeing the charg" that was made-namely, the 
irregular and unconstitutional action of the late 
Government in buying that estate. 

:\lr. GRANT: Situated as they were. 
The PRE~IIER: The hon. gentlemen when 

they went into office found that negotiations 
had been going on between the late Government 
and the owners of the estate for its purchase. 
\Vhy did they hurry the matter through in the 
wa:{ they did ? 

Mr. \V. H. R~RNES: Because the offer expired 
on the lOth J anuarr . 

The PREMIER : It might have heen a pure 
coincidencA that an election happened to take 
place at that time, and that the hon. gentleman 
and his colleagues were very anxious to carry 
the two electorates which the bnymg of that 
estate would help them to carry. But it makes 
ordinary people suspicious of such conduct, when 
there does not seem to be any good reason for the 
action taken. They undoubtedly influenced the 
opinion of people in the two electorates. 

:Hr. \V. H. BAH~ES: Xo, no! 

The PREMIER: Why, it was well known in 
\Varwick and Cunningham what a good Go­
vernment the then Government were in buying 
the Maryvale Estate and building the railway. 
They did not talk about it like the Kidston Go­
vernmeut. They made no idle promises, but 
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they bought the estate right off. The hon. 
gentleman know> ~uite well that it influenced 
the elections up ther~, and I say there was not 
the slightest need for the great hurry. \Vere 
they afraid that somebody else would buy it? 

Mr. \V. H. BAR:<IES : The offer expired on the 
lOth January. 

The PREMIER: These men oug1t to have 
remembered that they were in office on suffer­
ance. They hrrd no right there: Parliament had 
refused them Supplie8. 

:'.Ir. W. H. Rill"ES: \Ve were legally there. 

The PllE:YIIER: I am not <[nestioning the 
legal right they had to be there, but the consti­
tutional right they had to be there. Every man 
has '" legal rir;ht there whom the Governor ap­
points there as a l\linister, but he has no consti­
tutional right there if he is there against the 
wishes of a majority of the House. Occupying 
that position, these men did not scruvle to in­
volve the country in an expenditure of nearly 
£\!0,000 when no harm WOL1ld have been done uy 
a few days' delay. 

Mr. \V. H. BAHXES : That io not a fact· 
They were not prepared to extend the time 
unrluly. 

The PRE:\IIER : That i.s mere moonshine, 
and would not deceive a child of ten who knew 
the facts. There is nothing in the papers to 
show that. As a matter of fact, it is not true. 

:.\Ir. \V. H. B.mxEs: It is true. 

The PREMIER: As a matter of fact, it is not 
true. 

:'.Ir. IV. H. BARXE~: I say it is true. 

The PREMIER: And here is the remarkable 
thing: No~ only were they holding office in this 
improper manner ; not only during the election 
contest did they do this thing; but they actually 
signed that agreement after they were defeated 
at the polls. 

:\Ir. IV. H. BARXE~: That is not correct. The 
hon. g·entleman is making, no doubt uninten­
tionally, a misstatement of the facts. 

The PRE:\IIEll: The date of that document 
is the 3th :Febnmry. If the hon. gentleman 
went to the office that day and signed that docu­
rnent--

:\Ir. W. H. BAR::\ES: With the permission of 
the House I will explain the facts of the case. 
On the afternoon of the 'ruesday prflceding the 
election-Mr. t:lcott was away-:'.Ir. Shannon, 
the officer who was acting for him, told me the 
documents connected with :\Iaryvale Estate were 
ready for signature, anct asked if I would come in 
the morning to sign them. I went there at 
10 o'clock the next morning and signed them 
before going round to my polling-booLhs. 

An HOXOURABLE 1\iE}!BER : You got the bene­
fit of that at IVarwick. 

The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman got the 
full benefit by telling the people beforehand 
that they were pnrchasing it. The mere fact 
that the document was signed on the day of the 
elections, or the day before, or the day after, 
made no difference. Here is the remarkable 
fact: that the hon. gentleman signed that docu­
ment, believing he was exceeding his legal 
powero. 

:\Ir. W. H. B.~RNES: Xo. 
The PRE:'.IIER: He only signed it after he 

got a letter from the vendors exonerating him 
from personal responsibilities. It is a most 
extraordinary thing that :\Iinisters oi the Crown, 
carrying out their duties as l\Iinisters, should 
get a commnnication from the Yendors of a 
pruperty that they should not be heid personally 
responsiule if anything turned out wrong. \Vhy 
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could they not wait a day or two until they 
ascertained whether they had legal powers to do it 
or not? It is impossible for the hon. gentleman 
to say that that is a pruper way to C,\fry on 
public business. 

Mr. IV. H. BATIXE3: It was in the interests of 
the community. 

The PREMIER: The interests of the com­
munity had nothing whatever to do with it. 
I do nDt believe, myself, nor do I think anyone 
in the House believes, that the hon. gentleman, 
or any of his colleagues for that matter, did any­
thing in a morally improper sense. Such a 
thing, I am glad to say, has never been "aid of 
any Ministry in Queenslr.nd. But they did this 
thing in a manner which every man who takes 
an interest in the proper carrying out of public 
business nmst reprehend in the strong·est terms 
of condemnation. They made a deal binding 
the Parlia:nent to find £gO,OOO--a Parliament 
that had refused them Supply; The thing de­
serves the most severe censure' from this House. 
The hon. gentlema:~ has said that no member can 
point the finger of scorn at him in his private 
cap:ccity, and I believe that is correct, but it has 
nothing to clo with the way in which he dis­
chargel his public duty. As a m~tter of fact, 
there wa no urgency in the sale at all. 

J\Ir. \V. H. BAR:SEs : There was, and you 
know it. 

The PRE~IIER: I know this-well, I will 
not say what I w&s going to say. r.rhere was 
nothing to justify the Ministry in carrying this 
thing throngh. And there was the doubt 
whethor they had the power to pledg-e the 
country to the extent of £00,000. But they did 
not buy the estate after all. The agreement is 
not worth a snap of the fingers. 

:\Ir. WOODS ( Wootha/,x,tn): It i,, not my 
intention at Lhis late hour to speak at any 
length, but there are one or two matters I must 
mention in justice to my constituents. Before 
doing so I desire to congratulate the GoY8rn­
ment on being able to come to the Chamber with 
the programme they submitted last year-one of 
the n1ost den1ocratic progratnrnes ever placPd 
before any Parliament in Australia. The late 
Minister for Railway< said the GoYernment hr1d 
no rail way policy. \V e find, on the contrary, that 
they have a very extensive railway policy. The 
hon. gentlemen went to the country and asked 

the people why they shonld pay 
[12 p.m.] 3 per cent. for their railways. He 

told the people that there would be 
no railwaYs built, but we find to-day there are 
five railways tabled, and in the opinion of the 
Commissioner they will pay from the jump. In 
answer to the hon. member for Cairns, the 
J\Imister stated that Mount l\Iolloy had conces­
sions granted on the recommendations of the 
officers of the department. 

1\Ir. \V. H. BARNES: The Director of Forests. 

l\Ir. WOODS : I will accept the statement, 
but the official reply from the department shows 
that the director made no recommendation. 
The hon. gentleman is in the S<tme position in 
this matter as he was in connection with the 
:Yfary; ale :Estate. Perhaps he manufactured a 
report from the Director of Forestrc. 

J\Ir. \V. H. BARNES: Is it not a fair deal? 

l\Ir. WOODS: The hon. gentleman asks if a 
revision of the royalty after each year is not a 
fair thing. Of course it is; but he knows there 
is nothing in the agreement to prevent the com­
pany from cutting the whole 10,000,000 feet men­
tioned in the agreement after the first year. It 
will be just as well for the House to know who 
are some of the shardJOlders in :'.Iount J\Iolloy. 

Mr. Woods·] 
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They are ,John l\Ioffatt, G,OOO shares; T. 
Lined ale, 2,000 srnres; Sir Alfred Cowley, 
200 sharr s; E. H. ::\lacartney, 50 shares ; 
Hon. J. F. G. :Foxton ttnd l\lr8. Foxton, 100 
shares; the Hon. Robert Philp, who was at the 
head of the GoYernrr.ent which the hon. member 
for Dulimha. was in when he gaYe this conces­
sion, 1,400 Bhares. I,; it any wonder that this 
concession was granted? \Vhen the papers are 
laid on the table of the House, I intend to moYe 
that tbey be printed, so that the infonnation can 
be given to the country. Before this concEssion 
was granted there were three or four qualified 
timber-getters who had timber lying on the 
ground. \Vhen tbe company got news by wire 
that the concession was granted, thr'e men were 
ordered off the land and their timber seized by 
the company, and the land commissioner in 
Cairns, in order to rreserve the rights of the 
men, s"~nt a c:.Jmmunication up. I sincerely hope 
there will be sufficient grounds for the Premier 
and ::\Iinister for Lands to tell us it is in the same 
position as the l\iaryvale Estate, and that the 
agreement is not worth the paper it ig written on. 
From a report of the gentleman who interviewed 
me on the rnatt;>r, he said that in going along that 
road there was 1,500,000 feet of Cypress pine in 
sighr, and these people ha Ye the sole right over 
16,000 acres of that land to remove the timber. 
I oincerely hope that the Government will take 
son11? action in thi~S nuttter, and prevent this 
concession from being ratified. 

Question-Adoption of the Address in Reply­
put and passed. 

The PREMIER: I beg to mo,·e that the 
Speech of His J<:xcellency the Governor be taken 
into consideration at the next sitting of the 
House. 

Question vut and passed. 

BPEOIAL ADJOrRXMEI'\T. 

The PREMIER: I move that this House, at 
its rising, do adjourn until \Vednesday next. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at tweh·e miButes past 
12 o'clock. 

Supply. 




