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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tt:ESDAY, 6 At:GUST, 1907. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. John Leahy, Bulloo) took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table, were 
orJered to be printed :--

{1) Return to an Order, relative to special 
trains engaged during late general elec­
tion, made by the House, on motion of 
Mr. Lesina, on the 1st instant. 

(2) Return to an Order, relative to agents, 
outRide the Lands Department, for sale 
of Crown lands, made by the House, on 
motion of JYir. Lesina, on the 1st instant. 

CHILDREN'S COURTS BILL. 
INTRODUC1'ION AND FIRST READING. 

On the motion of the ATTORNEY­
GBXERAL (Hon. J. W. Blair, Ipswich), this 
Bill was introduced, read a first time, and the 
second reading made an Order of the Day for 
to-morrow. 

POOR PRISONERS' DEFENCE BILL. 
INTRODUCTION AND FIRS'r READING. 

On the motion of the ATTORNEY-GENE­
RAL, this Bill was introduced, read a first 
time, and the second rf' tding made an Order of 
the Day for to-morrow. 

ELECTIONS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL 
INTRODUCTION AND FmsT READING. 

On the motion of the HOME SECRETARY 
(Hon. A. G. C. Hawthorn, Eno[/gera), this Bill, 
initiat8d in Committee, was read a first time, 
and the second reading made an Order of the 
Day for to-morrow. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESGl\IPTION OF DEBATE. 

On the Order of the Day being read for the 
resumption of the adjourned debate on the 
motion for the adoption of the Address in Reply, 

Mr. CREAGH (Croydon), who, un rising, was 
received with "Hear, hears l" said : In rising to 
address a few remarks to this House I will first 
of all claim the indulgence which is usually 
extended to new memLers on similar occasions. 
If it is not unLecoming in me as a new member, 
I should like to extend my congratulations to 
the mover and seconder of the Add re's in Reply, 
I think all members of the House, no matter 
what their political views mey be, will agree 
that those two members may be considered as 
exponents of the policy they were returned to 
support, and I believe that each and every mem­
ber will gaLher from the remarks they delivered 
the other day that they have come here with 
every sincerity to do what they consider is right, 
and to carry out the policy on which they stood 
and on which they were elected. In any case, I 
think those two hon. members will be an acquisi­
tion to this Chamber. Before addressmg myself 
particularly to the matters contained in the Go­
vernor's Speech, I should like to ventilate one or 
two matters that I consider necessary to refer to. 

Mr. Creagh.] 
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I know that an opportunity iH given on such an 
occasion as this to each and every member of the 
House to ventilate grievances. I do not intend 
to take up very much time, but there are just one 
or two thi11gs that I should like to bring before the 
notice of the House, before my constituents, and 
before the country generally. I wish tu offer my 
protest, humble though it may be, against the 
recent appointments to the Cabinet .. At the same 
time, I wish it to be. understood by the Minister 
for Railways and the Home Secretary that I do 
not offer my remarks as against them pero;onally 
in any deprecatory form. I am speaking now as 
a Northern member. I believe that both the two 
gentlemen recently appointed to the Cabinet are 
worthy of the positions they occupy, as far as 
their allegiance to the party they follow is con­
cerned. I, being a new member, perhaps, have 
no right to offer an opinion on that point, but 
I have had occasion to interview the Hon. the 
Home Secretary two or three times, and I think 
it only right to sa.y that he has treated me 
very courteously-as courteously as one could 
expect to be tre::tted by any 1Iinister. The 
2VIinister for Rail ways I have not had much to do 
with, but I have known him for a long time. Both 
gentlemen, I am sure, will endeavour to dis­
charge the duties of their position honestly. 
But what I wish to point out is that there is no 
representation of the North in the Cabinet. I 
think that out of seventy-two members in this 
House, who are very nearly equally divided, the 
Premier could and should have selected some 
member for a portfolio who is particularly 
acquainted with the North, and he should have 
appointed to the Cabinet such a member as a 
recognition and a representation of the Northern 
part of the State. I could point to several 
gentlemen sitting behind the Guvernment, who 
have been strong supporters of the Government 
for years, as men who sxe fitted for that position. 
There is, for instance, Mr. Maxwell, the hon. 
member for Burke, and the hon. member for 
Cairns. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! and 
laughter. 

Mr. CREAGH: And there are other mem­
bers on that side-even the hon. member for 
Kennedy, Mr. J ackson. I contend that Northern 
members, particularly mining members, should 
have had at least one seat in the Cnbinet. 

HoNOURABLJ<J JliiJ<J>IBERs : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. CRJ~AGH: I consider it !J,bsolutely un­

fair that the Government should allot the whole 
of the seats in the Cabinet to Southern consti­
tuencies. 

An HONOURABLI<J MJ<J>TBER: And to lawyers. 
Mr. CREAG H : It matters not to me whether 

they are lawyers or whether they follow any 
other occupation. What I contend is that if 
you want justice done to any particular part of 
the State, you must have people taken from that 
particular part of the State who understand the 
conditions existing there, and allot them seats in 
ihe Cabinet. I have not come here for the pur­
pose of criticising the Governn1ent in th:1,t 
respect ; but I believe it is only fair and just 
that the Northern constituencies who loyally 
stuck to the Government should have representa­
tion in the Cabinet. 

Mr. RYLAND: vVhy did not you let Murphy 
come down? 

Mr. CREAGH: Because the electors in their 
wisdom chose a better man. Now, I wish to 
refer to another matter, but before doing so I 
may say a word or two on the subject men­
tioned by the hon. member for Clermont the 
other night-the subject af elective Ministries. 
That, I may say, is no new matter with me, as I 
advocated it when I was addressing the electors. 
I believe it would be a better thing for the 

[Mr. Creagh. 

cemntry-whether the party led by the leader of 
the Opposition, or the party led by the Premier, 
or any other party, be in power-if we had 
elective Ministries. The members who are sent 
here to represent the constituencies could elect 
five, six, seven, or eight Jliiinisters-according to 
the number required--to form the Cabinet, and 
if that were done it would do away with a lot 
of disagreeableness which exists at the pre·,ent 
time. If they were appointed to the position 
for a certain time--twelve months, two years, or 
three years-then, whether any measure they 
introduced was defeated or not, it would not 
alter the strmding of the Cabinet. I think that 
by electing Ministers from the As .. ernbly by ordi­
nary vote we should do away with a gr<'at deal 
of the jerrymandering which is carried on at the 
present time to gain office. "\Vhet.her we elected 
JYir. Thompson, Mr .• Tones, or I\'l:r. Jackson, as 
the case may be, they would be the best men 
in the House, and we should get better legishtion, 
as such mpn would be prepared to submit demo­
cratic measures instead of pandering to any 
particular class or varty in the country or the 
House. I maintain that the way in which 
JYiinisters are appointed from time to time ;s not 
conducive to the best interests of Queenslm1d; 
and, seeing how Ministries areconstitute<l, I think 
the time has anived when the Northern members 
in this Assembly-whether they be Philpites, or 
Kidstunites, or any other "ites "-should stand 
together and unite as one body to protv ;t against 
this kind of procedure. I trust that the time is 
not far r1istant-that it is only a few months 
hence-when the ide::c I advocate will be brought 
about. I trust that I shall see a Northern party 
constituted in this Chamber who will assert 
itself, and who will, on every occasion, protest 
against the spoonfeeding of the South and the 
neglect of the ]'\ orth. 

Mr. KJ<JOGH: Go in for separation. 
:i\Ir. CREAGH : I am speakmg for myself, 

and I speak independently. I am occupying the 
fourth pillar, without assistance of intrigue in 
the Chamber at the present time. I have noticed 
a letter, which appeared in the local Press, 
signed " An Old Inmate" of the Dunwich insti­
tution. I do not know whether his statements 
are true, but he states that an old woman was 
recently put in a straight jacket. He gave no 
reason for this proceeding. Probably there was 
some reason for it. (Laughter.) But I ask any 
man in this Chamber-whether he is a Labour 
man, an Oppositionist, or a Government sup­
porter-if he thinks that an old person of sixty 
or seventy years of age should be subjected 
to such a stringent and inhuman act as that of 
the straight jacket tre&tment. I intend to ask 
the Home Secretary, by giving notice in the 
usual form, to inquire into this matter, if he has 
not already done so. 

The Hmm SJ<JCRJ<JTARY : Where did the state­
ment appear? 

Mr. CREAGH: I re>td it in the Sun, and I 
will bring the matter up later on. I do not know 
\vhether the stfl~temAnt appeared in any other 
paper, but I saw it in that newspaper less than 
two or three days ago. I have not the slightest 
doubt that the Home Secretary will cause inquiry 
to be made into the matter, and that if there is 
no reason for such treatment of an inmate, he 
will let the House knuw. I contend that it is a 
crying shame to this State-a crying shame to the 
Government-that 'uch things should be going 
on day after day in our charitable institutions. 
Another allegation in that letter relates to the 
food supply at Dunwich. I am not making any 
charge against the management, but I consider 
that the matter is one which, if it be true, should 
be ventilated, in order that it may be inquired 
into by the proper authorities. That is all I 
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have to say at the present moment on this sub­
ject, and I trust that the Home Secretary will 
see that the matter is investigated. 

The HOME SEOHETARY: You can rely upon it, 
a full inquiry will be made. 

Mr. CREAGH: Thank you! There are one 
or two items in the Governor's Speech which I 
wish to refer to. I confes3 that, taking the pro­
gramme as a whole, it is more or less a liberal pro­
gramme. There are many matters in it which I 
intend to •up port, and there are others to which I 
am diametrically opposed. It has been smd that 
the member for Croydon is to be bought. And so 
is the member for Croydon to be bought, when 
the question of justice to his constituency is put 
against wrongdoing. I come here bound to no 
particular party. l made that statement before, 
but it seems to have been received with some 
doubt where it suits those concerned to say so. 
H has heen said that I was supported by money 
from the Oppo£ition party in my c~tndidature. 
The hon. member for Townsville, the leader of 
the Opposition in this House, who is somewhat 
opposed to me, will, I ~tm sure, readily admit, if 
I put the question to him, that I never once 
wrote him one line in connection with the elec­
tion or received one Rhilling from his or any other 
party. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Th~tt is true. 
Mr. CHEAGH: There are measures in the 

programme submitted by the Government. that I 
c"nsider it my duty to support, because I am in 
fav<•Ur of them; but there are others which I 
intend to oppose. The first thing in the Speech 
that caught my eye was the propooed amend­
ment of the Income Tax Act, under which there 
is to be an exem)Jtion up to £200. My opinion 
is that the policy >irl vacated by the leader of the 
Opposition ~tt the election-which included the 
total abolition of the tax-is a jJroper one; and I 
trust the Government will see their way, when 
they introduce the amending Bill, to pro)Jose 
its total abolition-if not immediately, at a 
short distant date. Tbe Government are not 
always responsible for the administration of the 
Act, but in its administration people have been 
repeatedly victimised, and they get ~tbsolutely 
no consideration frmn the Commissioner of 
Income Tax; and the Government should inquire 
into the matter. The Act was never made for a 
poor man, but the m~tn who has studied its pro­
visions, and who understands them, can get off 
by paying- " slight tax. On the other hand, a 
man who is )Jenalised to the exent of two or 
three pounds when, perhap.~, he ought to pay 
only :>bout £1 or £110s., has not the capacity 
or the ability, through his little knowledge of 
the Act, to protect himself, anrl if he goes 
to an agent for assistance he has to pay that 
agent more than the difference between the tax 
he has to pay and the amount he should be 
ch~trged. I should like to say that durin.c;: the 
time the leader of the Opposition was in power 
the Act was administered differently from what 
it is at the present time. vVhether that was due 
to any action on the part of the bon. member 
for Townsville or to the action of the Commis­
sioner, I am unable to say. But there is a pro­
visiou in the Act under which a man may make 
a declaration before a citizen or a justice of the 
peace to the effect that he is not able to pay the 
tax. The matter was then brought before the 
Commissioner, and in ninetePn cases out of 
twenty his claim for exemption was allowed. 
Many of the"e people have come to me to make 
a declaration, and I remember that some twelve 
months ago some pe.rsons were told that they could 
not be met in the manner described, but would 
have to pay the tax and send in an objection against 
the assessment in the proper way for the court's 
decision. They were told that if the money was 
paid and their claim was considered reasonable 

the tax would probably be refunded, which in itself 
is ridiculous. Because in reality they have no 
redress. \Vhen the Income Tax Act was passed 
it was intended to be only a temporary Act. 
'I'hare was a good deal said about the poll tax, 
but I say-and I said it on the platform-that 
it was much more preferable to pay the alleged 
poll tax, than submit to the claims under the 
present Act and the Government's administra­
tion. I consider it unjust that the poor men 
who are subject to that sort of thing have either 
to" pay up or shut up "--to put it plainly in a 
Northern colloquialbm. I will quote a case 
which happened at Croydon : I remember that 
about twelve months ago last Christmas a man 
having a business residence-an hotel-blown 
down in a cyclone, made application for certain 
allowance,. There is a provision in the Income 
'fax Act which states that sums expendEd should 
be allowed for repairs, additions, and so on; 
but when a cla.im was sent down for such allow­
ances, notwithst::mding that the return had been 
perused by a solicitor, and though the man 
was ~ts poor a' Lazarus, he was not allowed 
one solitary bit of consideration in regard 
to those matters. This applies also to many 
other cases where people were subjected to 
such treatment. He was simply told that the 
amount of tax he had to pay was the sum 
ass. '3sed, and no reason was given for the decision. 
I do not think that is a proper thing to do under 
a democratic Government-or arry Government, 
for that matGer. I contend that we are all demo­
cratiC. If a Commissioner of [ncome Tax or any 
other authority is going· to have absolute power 
to tax a man to any extent he iike:;, it is about 
time that the Government asserted themselves, 
and saw t.h>t~ a proper interpretation was put upon 
the Act, or that the Act was amended. Coming 
back to what I stated just a moment p~tst, I con­
sider that the Income 'l'ax Act should be 
a'1olishod, as it is intolerable and most inequit­
able. There has been some talk about a reduc­
tion in railway fares and fre;ghts, and everyone 
wiil agree that that is a very good thing, as it 
will give the working classes-and other classes, 
fnr that matter-a chance of going from one 
place to another in pursuit of their a vocations at 
a much cheaper rate than at pre,ent. But what 
is the good of offering this concession with the 

one h~tnd and robbing them on the 
[4 p.m.J other by means of the income tax 

The snq.lus last year roughly 
amounted to £396,000, ~tnd the amount received 
from income tax represented something like 
£280,000; so that, without a11y income tax, 
there would still be a surplus of about £110,000, 
and that should be CJ uite sufficient in a State 
such as Queensland, considering the population. 
I hope to see the income tax abolished, or, if it 
is not abolished, that there will be as large an 
exemption as possible. The next question of 
interest to me is that of the land. \Ve nrust all 
ad m it that the land is a great source of we~tlth pro­
duction and a great revenue producer; but there 
have been times in the history of the country when 
the agricultural industry has failed owing to the 
wotnt of good seasons, and the mining industry 
has pulled the St~tte through. Although I admit 
there is a great deal of scope for agricultural pur­
suits, the l~tnd question is nntthe only industry to 
be considered. Too much altog-ether has been said 
about the lancl, while other industries, particu­
larly mining, being also very important if nrit the 
greatest factor in wealth production, and yet that 
industry has been neglected, ~tnd, to use theN orth­
ern way of putting it, h>ts been allowed to "go to 
the dogs." I sinc'Jrely hope it will be rectified. 
At the same time I congratulate the Government 
on their efforts to settle people on the land, and I 
trust they will be successful. There has been a 
great deal of discussion regarding the question of 

Mr. Greagh.] 



132 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

immigration. In the manifestoes issued by the 
leader of the Opposition and by the Premier 
they both favoured immigration. One was some­
what guarded, and, to my mind, had some pur­
pose that pe,rbaps it would not be wise to dwell 
too much on as it has nothing to do with the 
question now. The question is whether immi­
gration is desirable or not. I contend that, until 
it is prove,d by reliable information that there is 
not sufficient labour in Queensland to carry on 
the agricultural indu'ltry and the sugar industry, 
the time has not arrived for us to strike out 
with a vigorous immigration policy. Attbepre-, 
sent time I contend that it has not been proved. 
I noticed a few weeks ago in the newspaper. that 
a certain agency engaged 250 men a~ £1 2s. nd. 
per week for employment on the canefields, and 
they were spoken of as very good men, and I 
have never heard anything to the contrary. I 
also noticed in the newspaper,< some months ago 
that the Government of New :-louth \Vales 
applied for 200 men. There were seven days 
given in which the applications were to be made, 
and within forty-eight hours 800 men had 
applied. \Vhether those people were desirable 
or not is not for me to say, but if men can be gut 
in such numbers it is not nece<sary tJ have 
immigrants brought hue. Then, again, the 
claos of immigrants who were brought here a 
few days ago by the "Miltiades" are not the class 
of people we require to settle on our lands. If 
the question comes to a vote in this House, I 
trust that we shall be put in possession of 
information which will prove conclusively that it 
is absolutely necessary to bring immigrants here. 
\Vhen that is done, the Government-who ,ver 
they may be-will have my support; but till 
that is done I intend to oppose it. 

Mr. MANN: \Ve want no Spaniards. 

Mr. CREAGH: No; I am not in favour of 
Spaniards being brought here. I beheve we can 
get a better class of immigrant from the British 
Isles. \Vhile touching on this question of immi­
gration, I might refer to the remarks of the hou. 
m<'rnber for Toowonrnba when seconding the 
Addr··ss in Reply. The hon. member said that he 
would back up the Premier f_or the reas"n alone 
that he was in favour of a vigorous immigration 
policy. A few minutes later the hon, member 
gave a very graphic description of men in his own 
electorate with families of ten and twelve for 
whom thev were unable to get land, Now, if 
that condition of thmgs exists in the hon. mem· 
ber's electorate, I can, I think, assure him that 
he is not isolated in that respect. The same 
state of things exists in other directions. The 
families of our pioneers should be given the first 
opportunity of becoming settlers on the land 
instead of sending home for immigrants. For 
the reasons I have mentioned, I do nut feel in­
clined at the tJresent moment to support an 
immigration policy. The next question in 
the \'icinity of the land policy is that of the 
prickly pear. I notice that the Government are 
offering £10,000 as a reward for the dis­
covery of m,,,,ns for eradicating the ]Jest. As 
a per,on who has lived in the Xorth and who has 
a great deal of knowledge regarding the bush-, 
not exactly frorn expl'rienCt', but frun1 know­
ledge imparted to me by others-I believe that 
the gre<ttest pest we have in spreading the 
prickly pear is the wild fowl of the busb. They 
come along and eat the fruit, and in their 
pere[!rinations they dis,;eminate the seeds. If 
the Government were to add another £10,000 or 
£20,000 and have the prickly pear taken up by 
the roots and destroyeri, without doubt, they 
would be doing more good than by offering 
£10,000 to some person to give us a tempor11ry 
arrangement, which will be found in four or five 
years to be no good. 

[.Ll£ r. Creagh. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG : Do you think you can clear 
the land with £1,000,000? 

Mr. CREAGH: I am offering my remarks as 
they come to mE'. I trust that in another month 
or so I shall be better acquainted with these things; 
but whether it will cost£1,000,000or£2,000,000I 
pretend to know nothing about. But if it is going 
to take £1,000,000 or more, it appears to me that 
it, is ridiculous to offer £10,000, with the idea of 
securing a bogus patent from some undisc >vered 
genius. lt is a well-known fact that if a man 
has land-whether it is a quarter or half an acre, 
or whether it is 200 acres-and it is thickly 
covered with prickly pear, as soon as he clears it 
all and thoroughly cultivates it, he is not 
troubled again with the scourge, but imme­
diately outside his boundary you will see the 
prickly pear growing unhindered. l consider 
rt would be better to offer the land free to people 
willing to clear it of the FCourge. The question 
that interests rr.e most in the Speech from the 
Throne is mining. It is very gratifying to find the 
Government propose to offer railway facilities 
to mining centres. No details are given. I 
notice that the Etberidge and Cloncurry fields 
are specially mentioned. It is very remarkable 
that, though bon. members •m both sides of the 
House for the last fifteen years have heen con­
stantly talking about those two fielrls, they have 
received no recognition from the Government. 
It is only fair to say that last yeae the Kidston 
Government gave the Croydon field £2,500. 
There was £10,000 promisen, and we got £2,500, 
or part thereof. It redounds to the credit of 
the leader of the Oppo8ition that, although 
Croydon never returned a member to support 
hi< party while he was in office, yet he gave us 
something like £10,000 for one particular mine, 
at Croydon. At one time Croydon was recog· 
nised as tbe third most important goldfield in 
the State, and I trn,t that in their wisdom, or 
in their jtBtice, the Government will do some­
thing to make it a more J•rominent factor in wealth 
production than it enjoys at pregpnt. In cotmec­
tion with railways--to digres;; for a moment from 
mining-there has been some talk about the rail­
way from Almaden to the'Etheridge being taken 
to Charleston inetead of to Georgetown. Only the 
other day the hon. member foe Burke, the hon. 
member for Carpent1tria, and I waited on the, 
Commi.-,sioner, who said that there wa~ nothing 
detinitel v fixed about the matter, but later on we 
would get more information. I takE> it this will 
be a Cabinet matter, and I trust Ministers will 
t:1ke some step' to ascertain thE> truth of the 
matter regarding the route before gran tin[! any 
deviation. The people of Georgetown-eome 
who went there years and years ago reareri their 
sons, and their sons reared sons-men who have, 
stuck to the place through thick and thin­
should not have the railway taken away to a 
practically unknown place. I admit tlnt at 
pre"tut a great deal of gold is being gut in that 
direction, and it is urged that Charleston is the 
centre of the Etberid[!e fielrl, but that is nut 
cnrrect. I trust the Government will not allow 
the company to hoodwink them in regard to this 
matter. It concerns my district ver:-' much. 
Nnrn1anton, Croydon, and Georgetown are in 
sympathy on this question, and I think the 
Government ought to give the matter full 
consideration bef,,re they allow the devia­
tion to be made to Charleston. If it is 
taken to Obarleston there is very little hope 
of the constructiun of the connecting link between 
Croydon and Georget<>wn, which we have looked 
for for a long time. I believe the Government 
will see the utility of building this line at once. 
It has been ~urveyec! twice. It will run through 
94 miles of flat country, and the cost of construc­
tion will be vety omall. Speaking aglin on the 
question of goldmining, the Speech states that 
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the mining industry is in a healthy condition; but 
the qualification is added that there has been a 
decline in the gold yield. There has been a very 
big decline in the gold yield. It may be said 
that the reaRon for that is .that greater attention 
has been paid lately to copper and other metals; 
but if the same facilities were offered to gold­
fields which have been offered to Chillagoe in 
the direction of railway construction, gold would 
once more Rtand in the forefront for metal produc­
tion in Queensland. The population of our dis­
trict is decreasing. No less than 600 or 700 people 
have left Croydon within a less number of months, 
the reason being that other places are more 
prosperous, and have rail way communication. 
For fourteen or fifteen years Croydon supported 
itself on its own people's individual and col­
lective enterprise. \Ve have not been spoon fed 
by Governments or by outside investors. \Ve 
have gone on our own resources; but the time 
has arriYed when we hfLve not the money to put 
into the ground. The decrease in our population 
exceeds the departures from any other goldfield 
at the present time, and the reason is that other 
places are receiving attention from the Govern­
ment, and our district iB receiving none. 

Mr. CowAP: I thought you got a subsidy of 
£10,000. . 

Mr. CREAGH: \Ve were promised .£10,000 
for a proposition to sink the Highland Mary line of 
reef. \Ve have now only gnt a promise of .£2,500, 
and we have not got all that yet. Only twelve 
months ago, when the Premier was there, he 
was waited on with reference to a grant from the 
Government, and he promised us .£10,000; and I 
hope the Government will give us the amount 
then and now required. \Vhile speaking on that 
question I may say that the Highland Mary 
line of reef has been abandoned for years. I was 
just reading an account of the last general meet­
ing of the company, when the shareholders were 
in great hopes that during the next five or six 
months the reef would be rediscovered. I feel 
sure it will. If we do discover that reef, I believe 
that Croydon will agafn boom, becau'e there is 
a whole mile of country along that particular line 
where every claim within a radius of 20 or 30 
yards on the Highland Mary line of reef paid 
handsomely. Then, with regard to Mr. Ben­
nion's property, the Government paid £500 to­
wards subsidising it last year, and I trust will 
do so again if required. JYir. Bennion spent, as 
his own enterprise, .£10,000 on that property, 
until he had not a solilary shilling left. He has 
now formed it into a corn pany, and I hope the 
Government will treat it as the Philp Govern­
ment treated the Golden Gate people, by giving 
it a subsidy of .£10,000 to enable them to prove 
the property. In this case we have alm• st got 
the reef, which went about 4 <'Z. to the ton on a 
small trial, when the water came in. 

Mr. MAXWELL: For a fBw hundredweights. 
Mr. CREAGH: I hope the Government will 

be a\ole to do something in this matter and in the 
whole case, and assist it if it be put beforA them. 
If they do not do anything, well we will, I sup­
poee, be able to say something regarding it later 
on. That is the position so far as gold mining ·in 
Croydon is concerned. \Vith regard to the tin­
field, which was discovered some eight or nine 
years ago, the greater part of the metal sent 
away from there for treatment returned 70 or tlO 
per cent. to the ton. It has been treated locally 
in lots of 5 to 10 tons at a time, ttnd treated by a 
gold recovery plant, and not a plfLnt suitable for 
recovering tin, which in itself shows unbounded 
possibilities. While on that subject I might just 
point out that the railway regulations tend to 
b:1r the prosperity of the Croydon Tin field. If 
less than a ton of ore is carried the freight is 
£2 5s. 5d. per ton, but if 1 ton or over is carried 
the freight is reduced to £1 7s. Sd. per ton. 

\Vhen the Railway Commissioner was there we 
waited on him by deputation on several matters 
regarding the regulatwns, as far as they con­
cerned us, and he promised that he would see 
into the matter, but, like many other things, 
we never heard anything more about it since. 
I am sure that if the matter had been properly 
represented to the Minister by the Cmnmis" 
sioner, and he was shown the injustice of it, he 
would, if at all fair, have taken some notice of 
it. I do not know whether the Commissioner 
had the power to do anything in the matter 
himself, but the facts as I have stated them are 
correct. Now, that tinfield, instead of employing 
300 men, as they were doing last Christmas, 
should be employing at lc;ast 1,300 men. Since 
I have come down here I noticed in the Daily 
iliail that Crovdnn sent 10 tons of ore to be treated 
in a battery ~hich was not suited, as I previously 
stated, for the treatment of tin at all. It was 
a battery used for the recovery of gold, and for 
1 ton 2 cwt. of concentrates GS per cent. of metallic 
tin was taken. Anyone who understands any­
thing about milling will know that in using a 
gold recovery battery you wou!d not get the same 
amount of tin as if you used the proper tin battery.· 

Mr. MAXWELL: Just the same. 
Mr. CREAGH: I differ with the hon. mem­

ber for Burke. 
~1r. MAXWELL: You do not know. 

Mr. CREAGH: The hon. member for Burke 
says I do not know, and I say he does not know, 
so we will leave it at that before the House; but 
it is a fact all the same. There is another 
matter which I might mention as a hardship on 
the pioneers of these districts The hon. mem­
ber for CJermont mentioned it the other night, 
but it is a strange thing that I also had the 
same matter on some notes I made. If a miner 
or a fossicker takes up a claim, after working it 
for three, four, or five months, although he may 
not get a solitary shilling out of it, he has to go 
to the warden's oifice and pay a fee of 10s. 
before he can abandon. That regulation, I 
nniierstand, has been in force for a long time, 
but it has never been enforced until the last 
twelve months. I think that sort of thing 
should be done away with, and it would be a 
good thing if we aliowed these regulations to 
operate as they did in the past, as at present it is 
an unwarrantable penalty. 

Mr. MAXWELI,: It is not so. 
Mr. CREAGH: I may tell the hon. member 

for Burke that, in company with another gentle­
man, I went to the late warden in Croydon, Mr. 
Millican-Mr. Millican was warden at Croydon 
at the time, but he is now stationed in Charters 
Towers, he having resigned his position at Croy­
don-and I gave him my idea of the injusticA of 
the fee. 1Ir. Millican said he could not help it, 
as he had to follow instructions. He mentioned 
that he had definite instructions on the point, 
and he must obey them. I said I thou~ht it 
was the greatest injustice p~sible to inflict on 
poor men, and I contend so now. I have made 
that etatement; sumething <an be traced from it, 
because l do not want to come here to tell the 
House something that cannot be proved. 

Mr. HAMILTON : \Vhat is the 10s. for? 
Mr. CREAGH : It is a charge in connection 

with the Stamp Act, and it has been miscon­
strued to ;;uit under the regulation. I mentioned 
before, when I was speaking about the railways, 
that I was pleased to see that the Government 
intended to do something in the matter of reduc­
ing the fares anrl freif{ht", and I said then that I 
hailed such a proposal with delight. I think it is 
a very good thing, bub I would much sooner 
see the abolition of the income tax, because the 
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administration of the Income Tax Act is not a 
good one. However, if it is the intention of the 
Government to <1mend that income tax, and make 
the exemption higher, I hope they will also go 
further and reduce the fares and freights. I hope 
that they will see their way not to further burden 
the taxpayers in any other direction to make up 
for what is taken off, bPcanse I do not believe in 
the principle of " robbing Peter to pay Paul." 
I believe the rates on the Queensland railways 
are equitable enough so long as there is unifica­
tion. I pointed out in an earlier portion of my 
speech that for under a ton of ore, speaking 
of one particular item-and there are many­
we have to pay double the rate that was paid 
for what was 1 ton or over. I hope there will 
be 11 unification of the freights, so as to give 
the struggling man with a few hundredweights 
the same chance as those who are in a posi­
tion to send 10 or 12 tons over the line. I do not 
think it is the duty of the Government or the 
State to take away from one man and put it on to 
another man, or t<> tax a man to twicE the extent 
that another man pays. The hou. member for 
Bowen will bear me out when I say that in the 

·classification of goods in Croydon and Bowen we 
pay 25 per cent. more than any other line in 
Queensland. 

Mr. KENNA: \Ve pay 50 per cent. more in 
Bow en. 

Mr. CREAG H : I think you are wrong in 
that. I can quote something in confirmation of 
what I say. There was a time when the fares 
and freights were raised 50 per cent., and the 
people of Croydon-I do not know whether the 
people of Bowen took any action at that time­
but the people of Croydon kicked up a fuss 
about it, and we received a reply stating that 
the Minister considered it a fair thing to reduce 
the amount by 25 per cent., and if the records 
are looked up they will show that that is the 
amount we are paying. 

Mr. KENNA: They reduced all the others except 
Croydon and Bowen. c 

Mr. CREAGH: I am sorry to hear the hon. 
member for Bowen boast that the action is 
correct, but if he thinks it is a right thing to do 
I am eure I do not think so. 

Mr. KENNA: I do not think so. 

Mr. CREAGH: I consider that when we have 
got Stat~ railways we Bhould consider the people 
who are living in the North just as well as the 
people living in the South or elsewhere, and who 
are getting the benefit of those rail ways. I con­
sider that as we sent down £1,230,000 from 
Croydon >"md the Northern Territorv in the last 
ten years, we shonld get equal-ha~ded justice 
for the things controlled by the State. \Ve are 
suffering the greatest hard .hips in the North, 
and the people down in the South are enjoying all 
the benefit of our railways, and, therefore, we 
should be put at least on the same 1evel as them. 
(Hear, hear!) I tak" it that the hon. member 
for Bowen does n<>t think it is right to advocate 
this--

:1\Ir. KEN:\' A: I do. 

Mr. CREAGH: I think the old system is 
wrong. 

Mr. KEXNA: So do I think it is wrong. 

Mr. OREAGH: I offer my protest vgainst it. 
The matter I wish to touch on now is the Croy­
don to Georgetown Railway. That railway was 
passed by this House on two occasions. In 
Croydon, deputations have waited on every }lin­
ister who has come there. \Vhen the Premier 
was there last year the 'matter was laid L-·fore 
him, and he promised to give it due considera­
tion. Probably something has cropped up since, 
and he has not had time to attend to it. When 

[Mr. Creagh. 

:iYir. Blair, the Attorney-General, was there the 
same matter was represented to him, and he 
asked the deputation, thr;mgh myself, to send 
him all particulars in connection with our re­
quest. I h,ld the hopour to be mayor of Croy­
don at the time, and the particulars were sent, 
but it is a strange thing that as soon as those 
particulars were sent an order was issued by 
the Government to send our rails to Rich­
mond or to Almaden, or somewhere else. 
·when this took place the Hon. the Premier 
was approached about the matter by wire, and 
in a wire in reply he told us that when the time 
came along our' case would be considered. \Ve 
accepted the Hon. the Premier'F word, and I 
hope that when the railway proposals come for­
ward before the House that the extension from 
Croydon will be included amongst them. As I 
say, we have had this measure on two occasions 
passed by this House, and on both occasions they 
were thrown out by the Upper House. \Vhen 
Mr. Philp was in Croydon he told us that the 
railway had his sympathy and he would give it 

his support. I hope that the hon. 
(4.30 p.m.] gentleman is of the same opinion 

to-clay, and that if the Go,·ernment 
introduces that measure it will have the sup­
port of the leader of the Oppo~ition and the 
party sitting behind him in favour of the build­
ing of the line from Georgetown to Croydon. At 
the present time there are only 500 acres of land 
under cult.ivation along that route. Down in 
the Southern part of Queensland you can nearly 
always buy maize at about 2s. 3d. per bushel, but 
from there you have to pay 3s., 3s. 6d., 4s., 5s., 
and even as high as 10s. per cwt. for cartage at 
times-which is equal to 5s. per bushel-to carry 
it by team from Gilbert River to Croydon. 

Mr. KEOGH : Did you say 5s. per cwt. ? 

Mr. CREAG H: Yes ; and up to 10s. per cwt. 
I have known it to be as high as £10 per ton. 
\Vhen you understand that that is the price you 
have got to pay to send it 60 or /0 miles by teams 
you will see that it will not pay settlers to go on 
the land, although they have the greatest possi­
bilities for agricultural pursuits there, and some 
of the be--t soil along that route that oan be found 
anywhere, the depth reaching to almost any 
distance. Members of this Assembly will, I 
think, admit that. there are as great possibilities 
there as can be found in any district, and yet 
there is onlv about 500 acres under cultivation, 
when we mir:ht easily have [,00,000 acres tilling 
if we had rail way communication. If that line 
were built we would also save £2,000 a year, 
being thA cost of the Croydon to Georgetown 
mail service. \Ve would also get all that land 
opened up and our many resources developed, 
which at the present time it is hopeless to 
expect. I tru~t that the Government, in its 
wisdom, and in justice to the N ortb, will try to 
do '.ornething to connect that link between 
Georgetown and Croydon. Take it even 
from a national standpoint. \Ve have had a 
good deal of blk about the storming Japanese 
and Chinese for the last four or five months 
during the election campaign. Suppose there 
was an invasion of these or uther races to-­
morrow, and the railway was linked up between 
Georgetown and Croydon-I see the hon. mem­
ber for Cairns smiling, and of course he was 
likewise smiling when he saw the railway going 
round Rohb's Hill at Cairns. But I say from a 
strate,;ic and economic point of view, if nothing 
else, it is necessary that something should be done 
to connect Croydon by rail, so that the troops can 
be brought to and fro if the occasion arises. If 
there is any foundation in the alarming reports 
we hear about the Japanese and Chinese and 
their forces coming here, then the time has now 
arrived when those railways should be connected 
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to enable our troops to be brought to and fro. 
Another questinn that deserves consideration is the 
construction of a deepwater railway to Norman­
ton. Sometinw ago there was a Bill passed to allow 
the Cloncurry-Nurmanton Hail way to be built by 
a syndicate. A deposit of £10,000 was made, and 
that deposit of £10,000iBstilllying at the Treasury 
-or it should be-becau··e it cannot or should not 
ba utilised for any other purposes. I could read 
you figures and reasons by Mr. H. H. Rus.-ell 
and J\.Ir. Macdonald, Government surn yors, 
which I have in my possession, and which were 
contained in their reports, but I do not. intend to 
give them in my remarks lo-day. These gentle­
men say that the Government could build this 
railway for £10,000, and another £10,000 would 
be required for bridges and other Rmall en­
gineering difficulties, making about £20,000 alto· 
getber. I consider myself that we could ea-;ily 
build that railway, as we have one-half the 
amount lying in the Treasury, more e•pecially as 
the Hon. the Premier spoke very hopefully of it 
himself, and I believe he will build that rail­
way. I sincerely trust that the Government will 
see the justice of doing something for North 
Queensland, which has been glaringly neglected 
for so long. It will only cost £20,000 to build, 
and £10,000 of it has been deposited already, as 
previously stated. 

Mr. KENNA: No, it is forfeited. 
Mr. CREAG H: The money is there. 
Mr. KENNA: No, it is not there. 
Mr. CREAGH: Well, where has it gone to? 

Thehon. member for Bowen seems to know all 
about manv thin.crf;: th:::~:.t. nn nt.lu~r nYiv~t.P mP.nlhPY' 

of the House ea~ get a'ly info~m'ation ~l;~ut: --i 
would like to know where the n>oney has 
gone to. · 

Mr. KENNA: It is in the snrplus. 
The SPEAKER :.Order, order! 
Mr. CREAGH: \Ye will see about that later 

on. Taking all the~e thing; into con,ideration, 
I think that railway should be built. That 
brings me to the Torres Straits steamship service 
question, which tbe member for Oook dw,]t on 
with some enthusiasm the other day. I was 
equally glad to notice a mention of this service 
in the GD\'ernor's Speech. I was also pleased to 
notice that the leader of the Opposition stated 
that the time had arrived when the Torres 
Strait3 service should Le again established. 

OPPOSITION J\IEi\lBERS : He has advocated it 
for years. 

Mr. CREAGH: \V ell, I am advocating it 
agarn now. I hope the question will co:nc on, 
and it certainly should come on, a' it is in­
cluded in the prof!ramme, and the member for 
Cook spoke so enthusiasticRlly abont it, and the 
leader of lhe Opposition a! so favonre<l it. I take 
it that the proposal will have the full 'upport of 
the Government and the support of the Opposi­
tion party, so I hope it will be one of the first 
n1easures dealt \Vith, and before very lonf! that 
the service will be in operation. \Vhen that is 
done, I ho;,e we will have a deep water rail way 
line to Port Korman or some other suitable 
place. The snn ey has been made and every­
thing has been brought up to date to bring 
steamers there, and if that is brought about we 
will be aLle to sen cl our prod nee to the .East at 
five minutes' notice. I hope we will learn iu the 
near future that somethin;? definite has been done 
by the Government to bring about the Torres 
Strait mail service. I went, in company with 
one or two Northern members, to the Premier 
to see what had been done in th:1t matter, and he 
told us that he was making arrangements, Lut 
that nothing could be digc]osed for the present. 
I could quite understand th:l.t it was nece9mry, 
under the circumstances, that nothing should 

be disclosed then. But I hope something has 
been done by now, and that the Nonhern 
people will be considered and the service 
established. There is one other thing I would 
like to refer to, and that is the question 
of the educational system. I notice a good deal 
has been said on this matter, and, if I remember 
rightly, I re:td in the manifesto of the le:~der 
of the Opposition that be was in favour of 
a University, while the smne thing appeared 
in the manifesto of the Premier. The Pre­
mier in his speech the other day grc ve some hope 
of a reform in nur educational system, but 
I noticed that the Premier spoke. in such a way 
tha.t it did not to my mind give us any idea of 
the seriousness of the question of being assured at 
the present time. I hope that some reform in 
our education:1l system will be brought about, 
and that something will be done f,,r the establish­
ment of a University at once, so as to give our 
children all the education that it is necessary for 
them to have. The Premier pointed out at that 
time that a further improvement of our primary 
educational system was necessary, and I quite 
agree with that. \Vith regard to establishing 
secondary education by the State, the work 
could be c:.rried on by the same staff of 
teachers that we have now. That would re­
duce the cost of running the lower schools, 
and any extra eost there would· be in run­
ning the higher schools would be infinitesimal 
compared with the advantages gained. \Ve would 
then have a system of education under which our 
children could go out into the world with some 
practical knowledge of what they have to do. 
'fhi3:r6 a.rc vth~r !:ijWttoL.s in the Spt16~:h tv whici1 
I might refer, but I do not wish to take up much 
more time, as there are other hon. members who 
wish to speak. But I should like to say a word 
or two with regard to the question of water con­
servation. The proposal to make provision for 
water conservation is a good one, ns it will pro~ i, 

vide against times of drought. At the Star.­
hills Tinfielcl, 2i5 miles distant from Crc1ydon, 
where big lode9 have recently been tli~covered, 
there \Yere 300 men employed last Chri~tmas. 
At the present time there are only eighty men 
employed there, and the trouble i,; tbt:tt there is 
no water. There is no subsidy forthcoming for 
water conservation, and the lc:nl authorities 
have 110 n1oney to sink wells or to provide w~ter 
in any other way owing to lnck of subsidy. 
I trust that in thi1:1 water conf,,'"'rvatinn f::Cheme 
of the Government no one particnlar industry 
wi:l be COll'iidered as t:tgainst another, but that 
some provisron will be made whereby the Govern­
ment will give local authorities a re:'"unaLle 
subsidy on the mnonnt Rpent in proYiding vvater .. 
At this little town of S•~nhills, men \vhn were 
e~uning £4 or £;) a ,:.ce,k hnd to go aw~1y to 
Chilla~ne looking for work, leaving their 'wives 
and children behind, simply becau<e there was 
an insufficient supply of water on the field. I 

. ll')pe that somet.hing vvill bQ d11ne in the way of 
providing or C()nserving water on Illi7•1ng fields .. 
\Vith rf'gttrd to the Barron Ft\Jll~ proposal, it 
appe;\rs to me to be "' very goud one. I do not 
know much about the propo,al at present, but 
I know that there are very great pnsoibilities in 
C'l!lnection with those Falls, and I trust that the 
GovernmPnc• will be able to evolve a scherne 
which will m·,ke a goon u'e of the power there 
gcjing to waste, and bring in a fair return to th~ 
State. \Vith reference to old nge pensions, that 
is a n1atter which I have advocated for a long 
time. I b 've uften wondered bow people get 
the indigence al1o-,•'ance at pref'ent granted. I 
should like to se, the regulations so altered that 
lJen~ons in need of such an allowance should not 
ha.ve to run to a doctor, a justice of the pmwe, or 
three or four householders in order to get their 
approbation, and also to the police and all that 
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sort of useless procedure. I see no reason why 
the Government should not devise a scheme 
under which old and infirm people could get the 
allowance they are entitled to without RO much 
forma.lity. I· trust that the Government will 
make the old age pension 10s. a week, and that 
it will be provided that where any man in receipt 
of a pension has died his wife shall receive the 
old age pension allowed her husband as well as 
her own. 

Hon. E. B. FORREST: Surely you don't want 
the Government to pay an old age pension after 
a man is dead ! 

Mr. CREA~H: No; but I wish to point out 
that where two may live fairly well on 15s. or 
£1 a week, one may not be able to carry on on 
10s. a week. 

An RoNOUltABLE ME~!BER : You practically 
propose a double allowance. 

Mr. CREAGH: Yes, a double 'allowance in 
such cases. vVith regard to the proposed legis­
lation relative to local authorities, there is 
to be a conference of representatives of the 
different councils throughout the State-I am 
going to attend that-and I believe they will 
formulate such suggestions as will enable the 
Home Secretary to draft a good amending Bill, 
if not a new Bill altogether. The present Act is 
a good measure in many respects, but as applied 
to goldfields it wants amending. I believe timt 
arrangements have been made to bring in the 
amending Bill immediately after the conference, 
and I shall therdore say no more about it on the 
present occasion. As to the question of wages 
boards, I believe that they should be established; 
and I am also of opinion that the :Factories and 
Shops Act needs amending. Those measures 
shall have my support. There is another Bill 
which I shall support, and that is the Bill to 
provide for children's courts. It is a measure 
thrut has been required in this State for a long 
time. That is all I have to say in regard to the 
Governor's Speech. In conclusion, I trust that 
the Government in framing their railway policy 
will submit such pr,>posals as will benefit not 
one constituency but the whole of the con­
stituencies--the whole State-and that they will 
in their wisdom do what they think is right, and 
not Jorget what is justly and longingly required 
by the Northern people. 

HoNOURABLE ME;\!BERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MANN: You threw Murphy out for 

voting for that railway. 
Mr. CRI<JAGH: Mr. Speaker,-Can I reply 

to that interjection; can I make a personal 
explanation? 

The SPI<JAKER: No other hon. member 
having risen in his place since the hon. member 
resumed his seat, I think he is in order in con­
tinuing, if necessary. 

Mr. CRI<JAGH: The hon. mPmber for Cairns 
sat there very quietly, as he usually does, in his 
little corner nf insignificance, and although I was· 
speaking on the question of railways he never 
made a remark until I sat down, and he thought 
I would have no opportunity of ansherini( him. 
The hon. member interjected that Mr. Mnrphy 
wa< thrown out for voting f«r that railway. As a 
matter of fact, the only thing I commended him 
for during the whole of the election was for 
voting for that particular railway. The reason 
he was thrown out was because he did not vote 
for the North enough when he was in the House; 
and was absent from the House when be should 
not liave been. 

Mr. :NIITCHELL (lvict?·yborO?•gh) : I regret, 
and I am sure the whole House regrets, the 
absence of the le>der of the Labour party. 
Since the assembling of Parliament, and pre· 
vious to that, there has been a good deal of talk 
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outside the House, and since the assembling of 
Parliament there has been a good deal of talk 
inside the House, about what is known as "the 
three-party system." I intend for a minute or 
two to refer to the three-party system, and show 
how it originated. We find that this system is 
the outcome of the progressive policy that has 
been adopted by the Labour party in this State 
for the last sixteen or seventeen years. The old 
system which was in existence previous t,J the 
advent of the Labour party was what was called 
"the two· party system." vVe might very well 
have only one party, because whatever party 
represented the people of the country, they were 
ahvays looked upon as the "haves," and those 
who were outside Parliament as . the " have 
nots," who were allowed the privilege of electing 
their members from time to time, and they 
played very carefully and very systematically 
what we might call the game of Tweedledum 
and Twecdledee. The people outside the House 
saw that if they were to get anything like fair 
representation it was necessary for them to 
send men to the House who were in sympathy 
with them, or to send men from their own 
ranks. The result was that they began to adopt 
the system, and it has gradually grown, until "?'e 
are now in a position to wedge ourselves In 
between the two other parties. If the other two 
parties had come together at the b~ginning of 
this session, and there had been a fuswn of those 
two parties, then the Labour party would have 
had to take their place in Opposition. 

:Yir. KEOGH : The proper place, too. 
Mr. MITCHELL : But seeing that that did 

not result., we have still the three-party system. 
It is only a transition stage-a stage between 
the three-party system and the two-part.~; system 
which will come about later on-that Is, when 
the Labour party are strong enough to take 
their proper place either iin the Opp .sition or 
the Government benches. There are many 
measures included in the Governor's Speech 
which are what are generally called by us pallia­
tives-that i~, they have no place i_n our obj.ec­
tive in the great effort we are makmg to brmg 
about a proper reformation of society. 'rhe 
Labour party can claim credit for mapy of the 
progressive measures which have been placed 
before the country at this time. \Ye chim to be 
the hammerers of progress, the men who have 
moulded public opinion,_ who ha;v~ enabled the 
conntry to see that there 1s a posSibility of publ_IC 
opinion being so formed and so applied that m 
time to come pro"ressi ve reform will be effected 
to such an extent that the great change which 
the Labour party desire to see brought about will 
be accomplished. 

Mr. RANKIN: Public opinion shows what the 
people thought of you at the last general elec­
tion. 

Mr. MITOHELL: It shows exactly what the 
public t~· ought of us at the last 'fener~l election, 
and it s ows also what the pubhc thmks of the 
hon. m mber for Burrum. ~~ These palliatives are 
perfectly well understood by the Labour party. 
'rhey are the outcome of our influence, th<·Y. are 
the material from which we are to bmld a bndge 
that is to take us over fron1 the competitive 
system to the co·operative or coliecti ve system. 

Mr. KE:-!NA : Call it socialism. 
Mr. MITCHELL: Well, socialism. That is 

exactly what we are cluing, and when _we get to 
the other side it is our intention, speakmg meta­
phorically, to build the edifice, which will be a 
credit not only to the Labour party, but also.to 
the coun\ry which first estahhshes the true pr_m­
cit,les of socialism on a broad and compre~ensive 
bo.sis. These po.llia ti ves are the sc~ff?ldmg .re­
quired in constructing that great bmldmg whwh 
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we are seeking to erect, and once the building is 
erected we shall find that the ]mlliatives are of 
no use, and they will be put aside, and we shall 
stand on the established principles we have been 
fighting for during many years past. 'l'hat is 
the explanation of how the three party eystem 
has come about, and it is a transition state 
of things in the progress from the competitive 
to the co-operative system ; and it must remain 
that way until parties are more eQual, or until 
we get a greater number of men who believe in 
our principles and who will e•tablish our ideas 
on a proper basis. If we look at the programme 
which has been put before us, we shall find in it 
a gr6~t many of the ideas set forth by the 
Labour party, who e:w claim that it is through 
their efforts that it has been made possible to 
put such a programme before Parliament at the 
present time. The wages board under our pre­
sent circumstances is quite indispensable for get­
ting a larger portion of the remuneration which 
is due to the workers for the work they have to 
do. Th8 old age pension scheme is another 
thing which is indispensable. I think we. should 
not allow our aged poor to wait for a pension 
until a Bill has been passed by Parliament. vVe 
were told in the House the other night that the 
Government have power, without further legis­
lation, to increase the indi14ence allowance, and I 
contend that it should be increased from 5s. to 
at leaso 7s. 6d. per week until we get a proper 
old age pension scheme established. The present 
indigence allowance is a degrading allowance, 
both as regards the manner in which it has to be 
got and the manner in which it is distributed 
when granted. If we increase the amount to 7s. 
£d. per week it would do away with a great 
many of the hardships which the old people feel 
just now. The Government would do themselves 
credit if they would take upon themsel ved the 
responsibility-not to-morrow, or three or four 
months hence, but at once-of increasing the 
indigence allowance, until an old age pensions 
scheme is established, because we can see that 
there is going to be considerable discussion on 
the question as to whether an vld age pensions 
scheme should be a State matter or a Federal 
matter. My own opinion is that it should be 
a Federal matter, and my reason for thinking 
that is, that under the present system of old 
age pensions as we know it, a person has to 
be a resident in the particular State which 
giv8s the pension for, say, twenty-five years. A 
man may be ten years in Queensland, five years 
in New South Wales, and ten years in vVestern 
Australia, but, although he has been twenty-five 
years in the Commonwealth, he would not be 
entitled to a pension in either of thnse States. I 
think it is desir:tble to adopt the principle of 
granting a pension to a person who has been 
twenty-five years resident in any of the States, 
or to have old age pensions provided by 'the 
Federal Government. vVhAn it comes to a ques­
tion of deciding whether the matter should be 
undertaken by the Federal Government or the 
State Government, I shall favour the Federal 
system, and shall then give my reasons more in 
detail than I am doing on thE' present occasion. 
Another thing that I am very pleased to see is 
the promise made by the Government to amend 
the 'Workers' Compensation Act. The Act has 

given rise to a good deal of dissen· 
[5 p.m.] sion in the country, and people are 

opposed to the principle of compen­
sation, because they say the employers have to 
pay for it. That is so in Gympie, Mary­
borough, and many other towns. I hope the 
Bill· will be paSRed as quickly as possible, so 
that the people in the country may see that the 
Government are in earnest, and that they are 
not, like past Governments, simply making a 
show of placing the measure on the statute-

book. If we meet with the opposition in 
another place that we met with last session, I 
trust that the members of this House will com!Jel 
that House to pass the Bill. Another measure 
that is promised is the amendment of the Income 
Tax Act. That is a very desirable thing. In 
speaking on the matter last session I contended 
that it was desirable that whatever exemption 
was gr"nted should be granted all round. I 
also think that the returns might be very much 
simplified. In many instances people have 
to pay to have their returns prepared, and in 
some cases the cost is greater than the difference 
between what the individual claims he ought to 
pay and the amount claimed by the Commis­
sioner. This is a matter that is worthy of the 
Commissioner's consideration. There are several 
other Bills that this House should as·,ist the 
Government in passing. Among them ore two 
before the Hou"e at the present time-the Bill 
to make provision for the defence of poor 
prisoners, and the Bill to provide for the estab­
lishment of childr~n's courts. Those are mea­
sures that should meet with the approval of 
the whole House, and should pass without much 
discussion. Then I come to the Constitutional 
Referendum Bill. Last session we had a partial 
referendum before us on the question of Bible 
teaching in State schools. vVhen we get the 
Constitutional lleferendum Bill passed into law 
I do not think Bible teaching in State schools 
should be a que;ction that should come under the 
constitutional referendum. My opinion is that 
people hav8 no right to compel any class of 
religion to be introduced into the State schools. 
State assurance is another thing that is very 
desirable, and might well be carried out to the 
profit of the indiddual and with benefit to the 
State. Session after session there is a great cry 
about settling people on the land. To this I do 
not object. But it has been my impression ever 
since I entered the House th<tt too little atten­
tion is given to our secondary industries. I 
always he! that our secondary industries are 
very much neglected. Three years ago-almost 
immediately after the advent of the Morgan 
J\Iinistry-severalmining members spoke favour­
ably, earnestly, and intellig-ently, and I also 
spoke, on the principle of establishing State 
batteries. That is a thing that mining members 
should not lose sight of. They should keep 
hammering away at the Government until they 
get the principle properly established. If we 
want to develop our mining industries, one of the 
best methods that can be adopted is to establish 
State batteries to assist new districts, and some 
old districts too. 

Mr. vVHITE' It is a good method of losing 
money. 

Mr. MITCHELL : The mining members who 
took up· the question showed that it would not 
be a method of losing money, but that it would 
be a means of gaining money both for the State 
and for the individuals interested. Another 
thing i:n connection with our secondary indus­
tries is the large importation of agricultural 
machinery. Every year tens of thousands of 
pounds worth of agricultural machinery are 
brought into the country ; and I think it would 
be possible to adopt a system whereby we could 
manufacture a great many of those implements 
ourselves. \Ve have established a State bank. 
I contended two or three sessions ago, and I con­
tend now, that in place of giving a man who 
applies for a loan to purchase disc ploughs, har­
rows, and other farming implements, £17 10s. 
for a plough, or whatever the price may be, the 
Government should be in a position to say: 
"\Ve manufacture these ploughs ourselves." 

Mr. KENNA: \Vhat about the patents? 

Mr. Mitchell.] 
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Mr. MITCHELL: I was told by the then 
Secretary for Agriculture, when discussing the 
matter with him privately, that he thought that 
was a difficulty which might be easily overcome. 
There are many implements that it would be the 
duty of the Government to crtrefully consider 
the advisablen~'8 of establishing works to con­
struct at once. But they do not need to establish 
new works. They have the works already estab­
lished; and all they require to do is to adopt the 
principle of manufacturing all agricultural imple­
ments in the State in place of sending to other 
countries for them. 

Mr. vVHI1'E: Give us protection first. 
Mr. MITCHELL: I might go on enumerating 

a large number of the Bills mentioned in the 
Speech, because there arc many of them that the 
Labour party would endeavour to place on the 
statute-book themselves if they were in power. 
Being a member of the Labour party, I take up 
the attitude that so long as these Bills are in 
accordance with our ideas we should have no 
hesitation whatever in giving them our support. 
It is said by one of the leading papers to-day 
that the Labour party have taken up a negative 
position-that they have stated distinctly that 
they will support the Government so long as 
they do not bring forward o,ny measure opposed 
to their platform. Now, we also say that we are 
prepared to support any measures-Govern­
ment or otherwise-that are of a democratic 
nature, and tha,t will benefit the workers of 
this State. That is the positive or affirmative 
position which we take up, as w,eJl as the nega­
tive one of giving snpport if our platform is not 
interfered with. The Trades Disputes Bill was 
one of the Bills that was thrown out by the 
Council last session, for which I was very sorry, 
aud I am sorry that it is not again before the 
House this session. Another Bill that I would like 
to see before the House is a Compulsory Con­
ciliation and Arbitration Bill. There is a great 
deal of discussion throughout the States rest,ecting 
the advantages and disadvantages of such a mea­
sure, but I think it is a Bill that is indispensable 
if we are to do away \Vith strikes and continue 
the harmonious relations that are desirable in 
our transiti anal state between em ploy er and em­
ployee. The measure I speak of is nut a Bill to 
promote strikes, but is a Bill for dning a way 
with strikes, and that has been proved in many 
instances. In New Zealand it h<1s been most 
succ£ssfully carried out. It has prevented many 
strikes from eventuating. The great difficulty, 
and one that will shortly be overcome, is 
the compo>ition of the court. One reason that 
nrges me to speak upon the question of concilia­
tion and arbitration is a difficulty that has 
arisen-nnt in my own electorate, bnt in my 
district. I refe.r to the Howard lockout. 

Mr. RANKIN: There is no lockout. 

Mr. MI'fCHELL: I am sorry to hear the 
hon. member for Burrum, in whose electorate 
this is going on, declare that there is no lockout. 

Mr. HANKIN : There is certainly no lockout. 
Mr. MI'l'OH.ELL : I hope the hon. member 

will have the good sense to hold his tongue while 
other members are speaking on the matter. He 
will have an opportunity of defending it, not 
only from his own standpoint as the member for 
the district, but alf'o ft-otE his standpoint as an 
employer who is b tcking up the management of 
that particular mine in preventing a settlement 
being come to. 

:Mr. RAXKIN : That is nonsense. 
Mr. MITCH.ELL: When the hon. member 

gets up we shall be probably treated to a consi­
derable amount of nonsense when be begins to 
talk about a Conciliation and Arbitration Bill, 
because it is a Bill that be knows nothing about. 

[ 111 r. 111 itchell. 

Thir. RANKIN: I was not aware there was such 
a Bill before the House at all. 

Mr. MITCHELL: In connection with this 
strike or lockout, whatever it may be called, the 
question is whether one man is to presume to 
stand up and defy 200 men--

lvir. RAXKIN: That is quite untrue. 

Mr. MITCHELL : And say that they can 
have plenty of work so long as they comply with 
his conditions. 

Mr. RANKIN: You know that is not true. 

Mr. MITCHI~LL : Not only has he taken up 
that stand with the working men of Howard, 
but he has taken it up with the Prtmier of 
Qoeeusland. 

Mr. RANKIN: You know that you are making 
a statement knowing that statement to be un­
true. 

Mr. MITCHELL : He says that he will not 
recognise the union under any conditions what­
ever; and he goes further, and says that he will 
not submit the question of unionism or non­
unionism to arbitration-a position that was 
never known in the history of Queensland or in 
the history of any country in the world for an 
individual to take up. It is monstrous. 

Mr. RANKIN : The whole statement is a tissue 
of falsehoods. 

Mr. MITCHELL: It is monstrous for any 
individual to have the power to take up such a 
stand; ana, when the hon. member for Burrum 
takes up that stand and says it is untrue, I am 
quite prepared to back up my statements by the 
evidence of newspapers. 

Mr. RANKIN : If it is worth no more than 
yours, it is not worth much. 

Mr. MITOH.ELL : And by the evidence of 
the members of the union, and by evidence from 
the manager himself. He has admitted certain 
things, and he has written certain letters, in 
which he states distinctly that he will not recog­
nise the union. 

Mr. RANKIX Certainly not.· 

Mr. MITCHELL : If that is the attitude 
taken up by the hon. and distinguished member 
for Bnrrurn, we cannot expePt much from the 
management of that particular mine. 

Mr. RANKJN : What has this got to do with 
the Address in Reply? 

Mr. MITCHELL: It has very much to do 
with the Address in R8ply, because it is neces­
sary for this House to see that legislation should 
he introduced to prevent any man having the 
power that the manager of the Howard mine is 
assuming at the present time. 

LABOl:R :iYlEMBERH : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. MITCHELL: I w:.nt to lay the facts 
clearly before the House. ,J U3t previous to 8th 
]\Tay " young workman at Howard, who had 
given severnllectures on the relationship between 
employer and employee--

Mr. RANKIN: Give it the proper title-to 
convey the prop<>r meaning to the House. It 
waH a lf'cture on socialism, pure and sirnple. 

Mr. MITOHHLL : It is really a gainful 
thing when a man, disting-uished for other 
things, cannot have the good sense to hold his 
tongue while another member is speaking. 

LABOVR ME}JBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The SPEAKER: Order! Interjections are 

not always out of order; but they are out of 
order if the hon. member who is speaking objects 
to them. 
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:iYir. J\!HTCHELL : 1 have no objection at all 
to an interjection if it is a sensible interjection · 
but if it is simply a man mr,king a fool of him~ 
self, I decidedly object to it. (Laughter). 

Mr. RA NKIN : I rise to a point of order. Is 
the hon. member in order in saying I am making 
a fool of myself in interjecting? 

The SPBAKER : I really did not catch the 
hon. member to say directly that he applied his 
remarks to the hon. member for Burrum. If he 
did he must withdraw it. 

Mr. KENNA : ~Withdraw, withdraw ! 
Mr. ::YIITCHELL: I did not say that the 

hon. member for Burrum was making a fool of 
himself. It would be quite unnecessary for me 
to say that. · 

Mr. RANKIN: ::Yir. Speaker,-I rise to a 
point of order again. I do not think the hon. 
member is in order in making that remark. 

The SPEAKER : I do not think the hon. 
member is quite in order. 

Mr. KENNA: Withdraw! 

Mr. MITCHELL : I would not offend the 
House by saying that the hon. member was a 
fool, and in deference to your ruling, Mr. 
Speaker, I withdraw the statement I made, and 
I will say that the hon. member is not a fool. I 
hope that is satisfactory, and that he will not at 
any other time say that I had any reason for 
making such a statement. Now, I was saying 
that this man advised the men at Ho ward to 
form a union. Seventy-three of them came 
forward and fontled a union, and a few days 
afterwards two of the workmen who had joined 
this un!on were notified by the man~tger, Mr. 
vV. Rankin, that if they were going to remain 
in the uniori they would no longer be required. 

Mr. RANKIN: That .statement is qnite in cor· 
rect.. . 

Mr. MITC:HELL-: The hon. gentleman has 
again interjected, and he says that the statement 
is quite incorrect. I say from my place in this 
House that the manager, Mr. \Villiam Rankin, 
told me that himself, aud in confirmation of that 
two days afterwards he wrote to the JYia.·ybm·ough. 
Chronicle, in which he said distinctly that he 
dismissed Anderson, one of the men referred to, 
because he wa>< a member of the union. He said 
that if the man was going to remain in the union 
he would have no more work for him. 

Mr. HANKIN : Two men were discharged for 
absentmg themselves from their work. 

::Yir. MITCHELL : He told Mr. Dawson that 
he would have no work for him if he remained 
in the union. The manager was asked to re· 
instate those men, but he refused to reinstate 
them, with the r.:sult that the men ceased 
working and decided to remain locked out uutil 
those two men had been reinstated. There had 
?een a gTe:-tt amount of correspondence going on 
m the ::VIaryborough papers respecting this lock­
out, and a]l the evidence has been in favour of 
the position taken np by the men. Some time 
ago my colleague, the junior member for l\fary­
borough, and myself were asked to go to Ho ward 
to address the men on lockouts. 

Mr. RANKIX: That is the principal cause of 
the strike-yon and your colleague and Mr. 
Demaine going there. 

Mr. l\IlTCHELL: Mr. Rankin says that we 
wei·e the principal cause of the strike,' but I may 
tell him that we were unaware of what had been 
done or that a union had been formed. As a 
matter of fact, l\lr. Demaine urged the miners to 
be very carefnl about what they were doing, and 
not to rush into matters, as it was a responsible 
thing they were doing-throwing themselves out 
of work at the present time. :My colleague and 

myself went down, at the request of the men, 
and we met J\IIr. Ran kin, and discussed the 
matter with him on the way down. There was 
also at that time a deputation from the mer­
chants at J\!Iaryborough to interview Mr. Ran kin, 
and ask him to reconsi !er the decision--to allow 
the men to form their union, and to allow 
the work to go on as usual. At this time 
the union had been properly formed, and the 
resnlt was that l\h. 11ankiu made an appointment 
with the merchants of J\!Iaryborough, together 
with my colleague and myself, to meet us there 
and diecuss the whole matter. When the 
appointed time came JYir. Rankin w:>s not to 
be found. He had gone to Bundaberg, from 
whence he had been telephoned for. U nfortu­
nately he returned by the same train by which 
we left and had not reached Bundaberg. He 
only got as far as the Junction. However. we 
met l\fr. C. Hankin, junior member of the firm, 
and discussed the matter with him, but he said 
he was not going to, on any account, recognise 
the union. The whole crux of the thing is this : 
Other employers throughout the State permit 
their employees to form a union. The manage­
ment of the mines at Ipswich and all the other 
mines throughout the State hold that it is their 
duty to recognise the miners' unions and they 
do it. 

lYfr. J\IIAUGHAX : The proprietors encourage 
the unions. 

JI/Ir. MITCHELL : I am reminded, by inter­
jection, that the proprietors encourage the unions, 
because they see the wisdom of it. They see 
that it saves in a good many instances both 
strikes and lockont,, and individual animosity 
arising between the employers and the em­
ployees. Seeing that the men have been told 
that their union wonld not be recognised, and 
seeing that the Premie1· has been tnid that Mr. 
Ran kin would not recognise their union, in order 
to. bring about something like a settlement my 
colleague and myself wired to the l'rerrlier, when 
he was le,wing Rockhampton after the elections, 
and asked him to meet us at Bundaberg so that 
we could discuss the whole matter with him. 

Mr. RANKIN: What had it got to do with 
him? 

Mr. MITCHELL : The Premier wired to us 
asking us to_ write him a full explana.tion of all 
that we knew in connection with the Jock-out, 
and he said that if he could be of any advantage 
he would come to Ho;" ard and discuss the matter 
with the management, and try to bring about a 
settlement. The Premier wired to Howard, and 
fr.und that Mr. Rankin was in Brisbane. The 
Premier, however, subsequently had a con versa­
tion with Mr. llaukin, but Mr. Rankin refused 
to give him any satisf>tction on the basis of 
recognition of the union. He distinctly refused 
to do it. The Premier then wrote nw colleague 
ltnd mys,31f, and we went down and interviewed 
the men, and persuaded them to leave themselves 
entirely in the hands of the Premier, and allow 
him to settle the matter with Mr. Rankin. The 
Premier agreed to do this, and interviewed M:r. 
Rankin again. Mr. Rankin said distinctly that 
he would not recognise the union, and at the 
present time there are 200 men out of employ­
ment, and their wivb and hmilies are >tarving 
unless they get help from outside. 

lYir. RANKIN: -where did you get your figures 
fl-nm? The secretary's books show there are only 
sixty men on strike. I got the figures only 
yesterday. I have only just come from there. 

::VIr. LESINA : There are sixty families. 
lYir. RYLAXD : There are more than that. 

Mr. MITCHELL: I was called to order just 
now for suggesting that the hon. member might 

Jlf r. Jlf itchell.] 
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be a fool. I might also be G.tlled to order if I 
were to say that what the hon. gentleman i:1st 
stated is untrue. I would just l1ke to mentiOn 
that the first pay the men made to the strikers 
was £170. 

Mr. RANK IN: You said that was the number 
now. 

Mr. MITCHELL: I say they are out still so 
far as the Howard management is concerned. 
The hem. gentleman knows that some of the men, 
through the hardships of the company, have been 
compelled to leave Howard and go to other 
places to look for work. But st1ll the fact 
remains that Mr. \Villiam Hankin, and the 
member for Burrum, and other members of that 
firm were so inconsiderate that it did not matter 
to them whether these men and their wives and 
families starved when they said that they would 
rather nail down the mines than submit to these 
men. 

Mr. RANKIN : That is untrue. That statement 
was never made. 

Mr. MITCHELL: That statement was made 
distinctly-that they would rather nail down the 
mines than submit to unionism and permtt 
these men to form a union. The manager now 
tries to get out of the difficulty by saying that he 
is prepared to employ any men whether they 

arA members of the union or non­
[5.30 p.m.J union men, but it is a well-bwwn 

fact that the men who are takmg a 
prominent part in this movement.at the present 
time would be debarred from gettmg work. 

Mr. RANKIN: That is untrup, 

Mr. MITCHELL: 'rhe management of the 
Howard Culliery defied the Premier, so it is the 
duty of this House-if it cannot come t? a 
resolution at least it can come to a suggestton, 
that any ~m[Jloyer whatever taking up the stand 
that he' will not recognise unionism should _be 
debarred from getting any State contracts until 
he abandons the high attitude he thinks he 
has attained, and says that he will recognise 
unionism, as other employers do. I hope that 
this House will consider this matter in the sense 
in which it onght to be conoidered. There 
always was a cry from the other side as to what 
we ought to do to try to get a spirit of harmony 
and good-fellowshi[J between the employer and 
the employees; but how can such a thing be 
possible when an individual says t~ 200 men, 
"You can form 150 unions if you like, but I will 
not recognise them in any sense, nor will I 
employ a union man until I am forced to do so"? 

Mr. RANKIN : That is done all over the world. 

Mr. Ml'rCHELL: I hope, for the g-ood sense 
of Parliament, that it will be a recognised thing 
that any man taking up that stand in opposition 
to the harmony that might obtain v, ill be de· 
barred from tenderin?; for any State contract 
until he comes down from his high position and 
says that he is prepared to recognise unic::nism. 
(Hear, hear J) There are a good many jJOmts I 
wish to refer to-but they are matters of detail 
-in connection with the same thin!'(, and it 
would not be fair for me to go further into the 
matter at the present time, becnuse I know there 
are a good many in this House, who u,re interested 
in this rrmtter, who will take it np and show 
still further the gross injustice of our laws being 
so that any man can take up a stand such as 
that taken up by Mr. William R9.nkin in this 
case. 

Mr. ,JONES (Burnett) : After listening to the 
able speech of the senior member for Mary­
borongh, I feel diffident in rising to address the 
House. It is not my intention to contribute at 
any great length to the motion adopting the 

[ill r. M itchell. 

Address in Reply to His Excellency's Speech, bnt 
representing, as I do, one of the most Important 
electorates in the State-

Hon. E. B. FORREST : You should say the 
most important electorate in the State. 

1Ir. JONES· : I feel it incumbent on me to 
put before this House a few rema_rks appert":m­
ing to the industries in that distnct. ~peakmg 
at length on this subject would be reltera.tt.on, 
because iL is difficult to speak on the pohttcal 
situation without repeating the remarks made by 
previous sveakers. ~-Iowever, th\'re ~re one or 
two matters in the Speech I would hke to ~efer 
to. Judging the Governor's Speech by the titles 
of the measures to be introduced, I must '"ay th~t 
I consider the programme is a very democratiC 
one. Of course, it is difficult ~o judge a book by 
its title ; and we cannot pass ~ndi\"ment ~n those 
measures until we see those B1lls I': dc;tml. For 
instance the Old Age Penswns Btll 1s one 3;nd 
the Stat~ Insurance Bill is another. Last sesswn 
the Government came down with a_ programme, 
which included a State Insurance B1ll. 

Mr. RYLAKD: No. 

:Mr. JONES: Yes. I have last year'~ pro­
gramme here. I thought it might be questwned, 
so I brought a copy with. me. It says here, 
Life Insurance and Retnmg Allowance B~ll. 
The same thing is now promised. '\'hat prom:se 
was not fulfilled during the last sesswn of Parlia­
ment, although it was also made in th_e Hon;e 
Secret:try's spe,ech. The Old Age Penswns Btll 
has been promised, but the pa1ty to which I 
belong may object to the method~ p~oposed to 
raise money, and they m1ght be O~Ject!onable to 
the majority of the members of th1s House, So, 
lonking at the measures which ha>;.e been pro­
mised, it is difficult to pass judgment upon th_em 
until we see the Bills .themselves. _.T udgmg 
them by their title-,, thBy are democ;attC, a.nd I 
am sure they will receive, a!; the s~hwr· member 
for Maryborough says, the ass1stance of ~ll 
members of this party if they are democr:'tw m 
their details. What I object to about this p_ro­
gramme is the absence of Bills that I wo~ld hke 

. to see in it. For instance, the Trades Disputes 
Bill. 1 have heard a number of gentlemen 
speak of the necessity of having some law for 
dealing with industrial disputes, ~uch as a con­
ciliation and compulsory arbttrntwn measure. 
However, I will probably df·al with that matt":r 
later on. \Vhat I want. to lay stress on now ts 
the absence of any Mining Bill. It is true. t?at 
in the last se<sion of last Parharnent a I1Immg 
Bill was introduced by the Minister for Mines, 
but we as a democratic party, could not accept 
that m~asure. \Ve could not accept a Bill which 
was so hurtful in its ways. 

Mr. PAGET: \Vas it too liberal? 

Mr. JONES: It was not liberal enough_. \Ve 
want a comprehensive Bill that ;will proyt~e for 
mining on private property, but m the Btllmtr:o­
duced last year there was a clause that all_owed a 
syndicate or a company to spend a certam sum 
o.f money on 11 lease, and that would be fulfil­
ment of labour conditions. As every one kr:o;vs, 
the labour conditions nnder our present Nlmmg 
Act is one man to 4 acr,"s, and in the Bill 
introduced last session under the substitution of 
the expenditure of a certain snm of money to be 
spent on the, lease for t~0 labour c;mditions, .a 
person could spend £100 m old machmery, put tt 
on a gold-mining le~c,e of .20 acre~, !"nd lock that 
ground up for a penod of twenty-nme months. 

Mr. MAX\VELL : Yon are g"rnmbling because 
you have got nothing to grumble about. 

Mr. JONES: The hon. member for Burke 
introduced a very good Bill last session. I have 
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asked a question to-day in which I want to know 
the number of applications that have been re­
ceived by the Mines Department. 

Mr. PAGRT: The reply will be none. 

Mr .• TONES: I am afraid so. 'rhat will prove 
the uselessne's of the measure, and the time we 
wasted in dealing- with the measure introduced 
by the hem. member for Burke. 

1\Ir. MAXWELL: You just said it was a good 
Bill. 

The l'REli!IER : You should not prophesy until 
you know. 

Mr. ,JO::-\ES: I think it is a useful measure. 
I really thought 1t would be more availed of, bnt, 
as the Premier says, I must not prophesy, and I 
will not vrophesy until I get an answer to my 
question to-morrow. The mining industry is one 
of the hest industries we have in this StatP, and, 
as tbe hon. member for Croydon p·>inted out, it 
has not received the assistance by this Govern­
ment, nor by previous Government~, that it de~ 
serves. True, there is a decline in the produc­
tion of gold and an increase in the produc ion of 
other minerals. To my mind, the reason for the 
decline in the gold production since 1903 is the 
lack of assistanc" that that industry has received 
from this and previous Governments. 

The PRE}IIER : \Yas there more assistance 
given before 100::1? 

Mr .• TONES: No; I do not think so. I am 
not singling out the Premier for blame. There 
has not been more as,istance given--

The PRE}IJER : \V as there more assistance 
given before 1903? 

Mr. JON'ES: No. The gold production then 
was dne chiefly to Gympie and Charters 
Towers. 

The PRE}I!ER : I want to show vou the 
decline in the gold yield <·annot be attributable 
to the lack of assistance, l>ec-mse when there was 
no more assistance the gold yield wad higher. 

Mr. JONES: \Vel!, we will say there would 
be a greater incre·1se in the gold yield if the 
Government had assisted the mining indnstry to 

' a g-reater extent than they do at present, and I 
am disappointed with the Govercment pro­
gramme, becanse the Premier promi~ed in his 
speech at Rockhampton to give encouragement 
to mining. This is what the Premier said-

Queensland has great undeveloped mineral resources, 
and His desirable to have our mil1mg la"' s thoroughly 
rPvised, so that L\'ery possible encouragement will be 
given to b01w jirle investors. It is quite well lnwwn 
that, particularly in regard to c·oalmining, f1Ur mining 
law is by no means up to date. It is time also that 
provision should be made for mining on private -pro­
perty, and that thORfl who are prepared to undertake 
the development of our mineral resources should be 
given er cry reasonable and proper facility for doing so 

:\Ir. LESINA : That was before the elections. . 

11r. ,JO::'\ES: The hon. member for 'rowns­
ville, in his electioneering manifesto, also advo­
cated the s.tme thing. He said-

The consolidation an<l exteusion of our mining laws, 
givi:lg reasonable security of tenure to the lessee, while 
conservlng the rights of the individual miner, and the 
subsidising of prospectors--

Mr. MAXWELL: What did the .Labour party 
sav '~ 

Mr. JONRS: I just want to point out that 
both the leaders of tbf se g-reat parties have 
pr<>mised a comprehensive JYiining Bill. One 
paty has l>een returned to power, and they 
have introduced their J,rogramme, and we have 
no Mining Bill promised this session. True, 1f 
it is not a better measure than that introduced 
last session of Parliament, then I will vote 
against it, as I d1d vreviously, because of the 
objection I stated. 

The PREMIER : There were a great many other 
things mentioned during the elections which can­
not be expected to he introduced in the first 
se«sion of Parliament. \Ye cannot do every­
thing at once. Even Rome was not built in a, 
day. 

Mr. JONES: I am pointing out that this 
industry is the second in thi> State-it ranks 
next to the great pastoral industry-and surely 
it has been neglected. It is only reasonable to 
expect a Mining Bill would be introduced this 
session of Parliament, but we will take the 
Premier's promise that we will have one next. 
sesswn. 

The PREMIER: I am not making any promise. 
I simply pointed out you are rather hasty in 
assuming tt1e Government are gomg back on their 
policy because they do not introduce eve7ything 
this session of Parliament. 

:Mr. JONES: It is necessary to have a Bill to 
provide for mining on private property. There 
have been instances at Cloncurry where men 
have gone out prospecting with pick and shovel 
and they have fonnd ore, and after working it 
for. some time >tnd raising the ore, it was dis­
covered that they were on private property, and 
they were impri,oned for theft. In the Mount 
Perry district a syndicatn of prospector,, com­
posed ot mining men, spent £500 on one show, 
and subsequently they discovered they were on 
private proper I y, and they had to abandon their 
claim. For nearly two years members of our 
party, when we sat on the other side, requested 
the 1Iinister for .Mines and the Government to 
have a re>urvev of tho.,e mineral freeholds-the 
free holds that· were allowed to be taken up in 
1872. 

Mr. PAGET: They are very slow. 

Mr. JONES: I notice the 1\linisterfor Mines, 
when he was at Mount Perry, promised th"t they 
would resurvey the little freeholds in that dis­
trict. I will just quote his reply to a deputation, 
as reported in the 1liount Pe1-ry Times--

:\lr. Blair thanked the deputation for bringing these 
matters before him in the friendly way they had done. 
As to the mineral freeholds, he bad not been nu mindful 
of these dittieulties. It was his intention to do all he 
could to g-et the mineral freeholds resurveyed. rrhe old 
survey had rvidently been of a cursory character. and 
now they reaped the db .dvantage. Htl would promise 
to do his utmost; but they must have patience, as there 
was very little money_ This matter was, however, 
pressing, and he would do his best. 

Here we are boasting of a very large surplus, and 
yet there is not sufficient money to resurvey the 
mineral freeholds surrounding- a small place like 
:Mount Perry, the cost of which would be about 
£15. Last ye<tr the excuse was made that there 
was not a surveyor, and yet one of the hest 
mining snrvpyors in Queensland-l\lr. I<'itz­
gerald-was walking about the streets of .Mount 
Perry with nothing to do. 

An HoxouRABLE 11EliiBER: Quite true. 

Mr. ,J ONES : I do not uften make com­
plaints, but I certainly must make these com­
plaints when we have lhe money and when we 
have the surveyors. 

The PuE}!IER : Do you know of ariy mining 
surveyors idle? 

Mr. ,TONES: There was one idle in Mount 
Perry until qnite recently. I am pointing out 
that the Minister for :\fines is redeeming his 
promise. I believe the surveyors are down in 
the Muunta district, and probably they will 
reach :Mount Perry later on. I do not know 
when that will be, but in the course of a year or 
two we will have them in Mount Perry. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Is Mr. I<'itzgerald one of 
them? 

Mr. Jones.] 
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Mr. JONES: He is one of them, and I am 
very pleased he is. I am pleased to see the 
Minister for :Mines is fulfilling the promise he 
made in that district. I would like to quote 
from a return that was tabled on the motion of 
the hon. member for Clermont, 11r. Lesina. He 
asked for a return showing the expenditure by 
the Minea Department for prospecting purposes. 
To the end of October, 1905, the amount was 
£1,839 12s. Sd. 

The PnE~fiER: You do not ask what the result 
was. 

Mr. JONES : The result was fairly good. 
Another return was asked by the hon. member 
for North Brisbane, showing the revenue derived 
from rents, and the figures given were-

Rents, goldmining leases 
Rent~. mineral leases 
Rents, coaJmining leases and 

licenses 
Rents, miners' llome::;tead leases 
Total royalties on gold 
Total royalties on coal 

£ s. d. 
8,884 10 7 
7,108 0 6 

619 6 0 

·Hl5 8 0 
5,963 lO 7 

51 15 9 

Total £26,8!2 ll 5 

This dots not include the revenue derived in 
other ways-by miners' rights and other 
methods. But that return proves that the 
mining industry is not getting the assistance 
that it really dr,erves. One would naturally 
ask in what way should that industry be 
assisted. In my opinion, I think the first thing 
we could do would be to establish State metal. 
lurgical wmks in some part of (..\neensland, even 
if it is only one like that at Aldershot. Those 
private works were closed down, and since they 
were closed the rehactory ore and concentrates 
have to be sent to the Southern States or rtcross 
the seas-either to England or Germany-for 
treatment. I maintain in Queensland we have 
the ability, we have the material, and we have 
the undiscovered wealth, as well as the wealth 
tha.t is discovered, but that which we have not 
got is the inclination, and I think it would 
be a good thing for this Government, if they 
wished to make themselves popular, to e&tablish 
State works. I think it would be a good thing 
for the State and also for those engaged in the 
mining industry. Some ad vacate the ei.tablish­
ment of State batteries, but firot I would like to 
see a good, fully-equipped, up-to-date smelting 
works, or metallurgical works, snch as is estab­
lished at Aldershot., and then they could follow 
with Stc1.te batteries. The hon. member for 
Burke is not in favour of State batteries, but I 
give the h,n, member credit for taking a lively 
intere't in the great mining inc\u,try. It has 
been stated that the State batteries have not 

·been succee,ful in \Vestern Australia, but they 
have, and, if they have not paid directly in the 
first year or so, they are paying now. 

Mr. J\:IAXWELL: They aJ'e not paying yet. 

Mr .• JOXES : They have been successful in 
this way-they have opened up many of the 
goldfields.that are good fields to-day, and are an 
asset t•J that Stak; and if State batteries were 
to follow State metallurgical works in Queens­
land, I think that it would assist that industry 
to a very great extent ; and also, as pointed 
out by the bun. member for Townsville, the 
establishment of prospectors' parties would be 
of great >tssistance. I do not believe in the 
method of doling out 10s. or 5s. a week to old 
age prospectors, who should be receiving an old 
age pension by right-but the forming of pros­
pectors' parties with a competent head, and with 
men under them receiving the standard rate of 
mining wages of .£2 10s. or .£3 a week. I believe 

[Mr. Jones. 

if a few of these prospecting parties were formed 
it would be the means of discovering some of the 
undiscovered wealth. 

The l'RE}IIER: \Vho would it belong to? 

Mr. JONES: It wot,ld belong to the State. 
You could have a· State goldmine. 

The PREMIER: \Vill it? 

Mr. JONES: It could belong to the prospec­
tors, and the State could receive a certain pro­
portion. 

The PREMIER: You have a very innocent 
notion of mankind. 

Mr .• TONES: I do not believe everyone is dis­
honest. Anyhow, I believe it would open up a 
good many fields that would be of benefit to this 
State. Another matter in connection with the 
industry is that a great deal of mineral wealth 
leaves Queensland, and its value is unknown. I 
think we should have a proper department-say, 
an assay der:artment-not an undermanned de­
partment like we have now-where the miner, 
before sending hi·, ore away to foreign works, 
could have an assay made, and the value of the 
ore will be known before it leaves these shores. If 
a private enterprise could run a works success­
fully, to my mind there is no reason why the 
Government or State could not do so. \V e want 
some mining Bill also that will provide for better 
wages heing paid to those engaged in the indus­
try. A miner's life is a hard one, and a very 
dangerous one, and I know, because I have fol­
folowed it for some time. In ;\1 ew Z·caland they 
have a clause in the Mining Act that regulateo 
the wages paid there to the miners. I will quote 
here from a report from the "Labour ,T ournal 
of X ew Zealand," quoting the award that was 
given in the matter of an industrial dispute 
between the \V aihi miners. The report says-

TV ages. 

15. The following shall be the minimum rate of wages 
which shall be paid by tlle employers respectively to the 
persons employed by such employers in the carpacities 
undermentioned, that is to say:-

In or about a mine-
)liners working in 

Drives and stapes ... 
Dry shafts 
\Vet shafts (six-hour shift&, 
Rises and winzes 

Ordinary miners 

Per Shift. 
8. d. 
8 6 
9 0 
g 0 
8 10 

Timbermen ... ... ... ... . .. 
1'imbermen's mates.wp_o if and when they 

8 6 
9 0 

sh~tllhavehadsix months' experience 
of the work 8 6 

Chambermen 8 6 
Bracemen 8 6 
1Iullockers 8 0 
Truckers 8 0 
Surface labourers 7 6 
Rock-drillers 9 0 
Pumpmen and pitmen 9 6 
Bhtel{smiths . .. . .. ... ... 9 6 
Strikers (over twenty years of age) 7 6 
Tool-!:l.harpeners . .. g 0 
Firemen attending to three fi1·es or le"s 8 0 
Firemen attending to more than three 

fires ... 9 0 
Fitters ... .. . .. 9 6 
Engine-drivers requiring first-class certifi-

cate and. in charge of pumping or 
lwisting machinery ... 10 0 

\:rinder,, 10 o 
Winchmen 9 6 
Carpenters 9 6 

Batteries. 
16. Ho,.,·s oj Labour: In batteries a shift shall be 

eight hours, lnclusive of crib-time, and work shall com­
mence at midnight on Sunday and cease at midnight on 
Saturday. 

17. Youths: :'-/o youths under the age of sixteen years 
f'hall be employed in a battery or in or about a tailing 
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plant, but the court does not otherwise limit the num~ 
ber of youths who may be employed in a battery or 
tailing plant. 

TVet Batte;·ies. Per Shift. 
8. d. 
8 6 18. Stamper hands ... 

Greasers tover the age of twenty years) 
Watchmen (when employed) 
Amalgamators... .. 
Stone-breakers or crushermen} 
Man in charge of breaker · · · 
Stonebreakers' labourers 
'l'ruckers 
Repairers ... 
Repairers' labourers 
Generallabour.ers 
Feeders. 

7 6 
7 6 
9 0 
9 0 

7 6 
7 6 
8 0 
8 0 
7 6 
7 6 

I just want to make one correction m a state­
ment I made before the House adjourned for tea. 

I then stated that the w01.ges paid to 
[7 p.m.] those engaged in the mining in-

dustry in New Zealand were fixed 
by the Mining· Act of that colony. That is not 
so. In that colony the overtime wages are fixed 
by a clause in the Mming Act of 1!106. In 
Queensland, in very few mines is overtime paid 
for. I know of one mine in this State where the 
men work Beven days a week, and no overtime is 
paid for Sunday. In New Zealand the overtime 
pay and the honrs of labour are regulated by the 
Ihining laws of the colony, though, of course, the 
wages are really controlled by the Arbitration 
Court. I do not wish to deal any further with 
the mining industry to-night, but I should like 
to quote a paragraph from the lrioreton Lea<le?', 
which is taken from a New Zealand journal. In 
Kew Zealand they have a State coalmine, but 
that i.s not managed by the same class of mana­
ger as we have managing the State coalmine in 
Queensland. The parag-raph to which I allude 
says-

In this connection it has 110\V been made clear that 
the succes~ in opening up State coalmines at Port 
Elizabeth, G:l'eynwuth, and also at tle Seddonville 
minL, "\'Vestport, is assured, and prices of private enter­
}nise coal have now fallen about 2s. per ton, so th~tt the 
-consumer f?.n now purchase at reasonable prices. Re 
these mines, the latest official report ~tates that at 
Port Elizabeth the coal seam has been tapped in two 
tunnels, a11tl a large amount of plant has been installed. 
Also a railw~~y has been constructed to convey the coal 
to the pol't of Greymouth. rrhe coal is said to be of 
first-class quality, and the Government now supply 
part of the coal it consumes on the State railwa,ys. 
Good wagr;;;; are being paid to the miners, and, there­
fore, no strikes are probable; bothimines are giving 
satisfactory results. 

Good wages prevail in New Zealand, but I am 
sorry to say that in Queemlalld the wages in the 
mining industry have a tendency to be lower. 

The PREMIER : Have you ever known any 
Government in Queensland that has done more 
to develop the coal industry than this Govern­
lllent? 

:Yir. J ONES: I am not complaining about the 
State coalmine in (,lueenslB,nd, except in regard 
to the management, but if a State coalmine can 
be worked successfully in New Zealand, I main­
tain that n State coalmine can be worked success­
fully in Queensland. I aho maintain that the 
State should take up the erection of me tall m gical 
works. The Premier at one time believed in 
State ownership of everything. 

The PRE>liER: I never did; I may have been 
a big fool, but I was never such a big fool as 
that. 

Mr. JONES : If the hon. gentleman will look 
up his speeches, he will see that he has often 
advocated State metallurgical works and State 
batteries. 

Mr. MAXWELL: \Vhy did the Aldershot works 
close? I suppose because they did not pay? 

Mr. JONES : If they did not pay, they ought 
to have been able to pay. However, it is recog-

nised by a great many of those engaged in the 
mining industry in Queensland that the estab­
lishment of State metallurgical works will be a 
great assistance to the mining industry. The 
Premier cannot say that we have a good Mining 
Act in this State. In other countries they have 
elective inspectors. 

Mr. MAXWELr.: In what other countries? 
Mr. JONES: I maintain that inspectors 

should be elected in Q>Jeensland. That bring,; 
me to the Howard strike. I believe that the 
reason why Mr. Rankin doeg not wish to recog­
nise tbe union is because he knows that when the 
men unite they wili be strong enough to protest 
against the bad ventilation of that .mine. It is 
because the mining inspectors of that district do 
not do their duty and report on the bad condition 
which prevails in the Howard mines that the 
present state of things exists. 

The PrtEMIER : That is a very serious charge 
to make. 

Mr. JONES: Yes, and I make it. I have 
talked to men who have been mining at Ho ward, 
and I know men who have left and would not 
work in those mines, because there are places 
there which are unfit for a dog to be in. I 
believe that is Lbe very reason why Mr. Rankin 
doe.s not want to recognise the union-he is 
afraid of what will follow the formation of the 
union. 

J\ir. ::VIAUGHAX : The inspector has con­
demned the sanitary arrangements in that mine. 

lHr. JONES: The sanitary arrangements are 
bad, not only at Howard, but. at a great many 
other places. I know a mining inspector who 
went into a 1nining township ::tntl f:::tt on the box 
seat of the coach and sent for the manager, and 
wrote his report, I suppose, frorn his interview 
with the manager, and without going down the 
mine. 

Mr. GHANT : That is not fair; give the name. 
Mr. JOXES: I do not say that happened 

recently. I couln make a charge, but the in­
spector is dead, and it is no use mentioning his 
name. I made a reference to the 1iinister for 
11inc s travelling from Mount Perry during the 
election campaign per special train, bno I must 
say that he has fulfilled the promise he has made 
there. The Minister for Lands also visited my 
district per special train, and he made a promise 
which he evidently intends to carry out. I refer 
to a promise made to a deputation of timber­
getters. The Minister denies the statement 
that I made, and I propose to state the 
facts. I wired to the hon. gentleman from 
Kingaroy, asking him if he \\Onld receive a 
deputation of timber-getters, and he replied that 
he w0nld. It is reported that., after hearing the 
deputation, he asked them which political party 
they were going to support, and they said the 
L'bonr ptwty. They were members of the timber­
getters' union. The Minister then said he would 
keep the intereste of the millers well before him 
in giving his decision. That is a promise which 
he probably intends to carry out, but I hope he 
will not. With regard to the sd!e of a large area 
of timber country in the Nanango district, a 
deputation from that district waited upon the 
hon. gentleman last year and asked him not 
to sell this area of timber, but to keep it in 
reserve until the railway line to Nanango had 
been secured, so that it would help to make 
the line pay, in case the line, which was to be 
constrncted under the new Railw"y Act, did not 
pay. The proposal was that the timber should 
be held back in order to increase the timber 
traffic on the line and make the railway pay. 
Another deputation of tim her-getters waited 
upon the hon. gentleman the same day, and 
asked him to dispose of this timber country in 

Mr. Jones.] 
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small areas. A notice of sale was issued, and in 
that notice there was a stipulation that the tim­
ber shonld not be exported in the log. The 
Minister evidently found out afterwards that 
that stipulation was unconstitutional, and he 
withdrew the timber from sale until he had in­
spected the area. This he has done, and a notice 
of hale has since been issued, to the effect that 
the land would be sold on the 12th August. One 
of the conditions of sale is that the timber must 
be milled within three miiBR of the area, and, 
strange to say, the timber must be milled 
within three miles of the western boundary 
of the area. It appears to me that that sale is 
being made for one eo m pan v. I do not know 
whether I am correct in saying that, put every­
thing points to that cunclusion. There have 
been over £10,000-I think I should be nearer 
the mark in saying between £15,000 and £20,000 
-invested in bullock teams and borse teams 
by small timber-getters in that district, and if 
they are not allowed to compete for this timber 
area they will be thrown out of work, and will 
have to seek fresh fields and pastures new. It is 
only democratic and just to '"k that that arpa of 
timber shall be disposed of in small areas, so 
that the small timber-getters and those who haul 
their timber ta the mill or to the railway station 
for export shall have an opportunity of competing 
for the land. If those 7,000,000 feet of timber 
are sold in one area it will create a monopoly in 
that district, which I intend to protest against. 
No matter in what part of the House I may sit, I 
shall always pwtest against a monopoly. I do 
not wi'h to say anything further on this matter, 
became the :\linister has been written to and 
asked to reconc,ider his decision, and to dispcse of 
the area in small blocks by auction or by tender. 
I would like to say a word about tbe land ad­
ministration, in regard to which I was compelled 
to agree with the leader of the Opposition's 
remarks, that the land agent system !Jrevailing 
in Queensland is very detrimental to the State­
or rather, the hon. gentleman agreed with my 
previous statements when I was sittinf( on the 
:Ministerial side of the House, because I think I 
was the first to ask what remuneration "as paid 
to Mr. Pulsforcl, of New South \Vales, and Mr. 
MurjJhy, of Victoria, as land agents for the 
Government of (clueensland. The Minister's 
reply to my question was that I had better seek 
the information when the K.timates were before 
the Hou,e. That was clone, and we found that 
11r. Pulsford receiveil in one year a commission 
of £1,203, ancl Mr. Murphy received very nearly 
the same amount. If the Lands Department 
was properly admini,twred, there would be no 
need for Southern agents, and I take it as a 
great reflection on the Minister and on his de­
partment thar. these land agents are increasing 
so rapidly. It is a serious injustice to native­
born Queenslanders that they have to go past 
the Lands Department, and approach Southem 
agents before they can take up land. 

The PHEMIER: It is very pathetic, but it is 
not true. 

Mr. JONES : Any man can gu into the Lands 
Department and put down his dep0sit for a 
selection, ancl the officers will my "\Ve cannot 
accept your money." He can then go acros'5 the 
street and pay his der;o,it to lVIr. Pulsford, and 
Mr. Pulsford can say to him "Go back to your 
Southern home, and you can have your land 
within twelve monthfl, or whenever you are 
ready to go on to it." One way in which c..lueens­
landers are victimised is this : They may apply 
to either Mr. Pulsford or Mr. Murphy to be 
allowed to join a group. 

The SECHE~'ARY l'OH PUBLIC LANDS : I certainly 
will not pay any commission for them if I know 
anything about it. 

[Mr. Jones. 

Mr. JONES: I know of occasions where 
Queenslanclers have joined snch groups, and 
immediately the Lands Department found out 
they were Queenslanders they said to Mr. 
JYiurphy and to Mr. Pulsfnrd, "\Ve do not pay 
commission on tclueenslanders," and these men 
were then ejected from the groups. I can pro­
duce correspondence to prove that (clueenslanders 
ha' e been victimised in this way, because there 
was no commission paid for them. It is better 
to increase the officials in the Lands Department 
than to continue such a sy,tem. In fact, I think 
we made a mistake in introducing the group 
system. It is a bad one. The lands should be 
thrown open to competition. When the senior 
member for 'l'oowoomba waq sec.mding the 
Address in Reply, he said that preference should 
be given to ynung Queenslanders. \V hen we 
said that, when we sat on the other side of the 
House, we roused the ire of the Minister. 

Hon. R. PHILP: You voted against preference 
being given to young Queenslanders last session. 

:IY1r. JONES: Oh, we were saving the Govern­
ment then. (Opposition laughter.) We are in a 
different position now. 

Mr. CowAP: vVere you saving the Govern­
ment or your seat? 

Mr. JONES: However, I do not think I ever 
voted against preference to Queenslanders, 
though, as a native-born Queenslai,der, I do not 
ask that we should have a preference. As a 
representative of a district which is being largely 
settled by men from the South, all I ask is that 
eCJual opportunities be given to all, irrespective 
of where they cqme from, so long as they are 
white people. I do not pose as one who is against 
people from the Southern State,, became I do 
not think that an imaginary line can destroy the 
Australian sentiment that is within us. At the 
same time, I dn not like to see any person getting 
a preference over native-born Queenslanders and 
those who have pioneered this State. My state­
ment will be denied. The Minister has denied 
it previously, but I will just quote a Cltse in 
point. At J:liggenden the !"ea! people cut a road 
through a ocrub, and made known to the :Minis­
ter an area of very good !ana known as the 
c,,al8tOn Lake land. 

The SECHETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : Y on know 
they were paid for what they did. 

Mr. ,TONES : They cut the road and chanced 
your paying them. 

The SECRE~'ARY }'Oil PUBLIC LANDS : They 
arranged with me before they cut the road. 

Mr. JONES: I accept the correction, but that 
ie what I understood. The area comprised 
23,854 acres, of which ll,960acres were tak~n up 
under the group system-that is, ju.<t half the 
area. The first was the Canadian group of 
thirteen blocks, com!Jrising 2,735 acres. The · 
second was the 1Iaurice and J ohnston group of 
eleven blocks, crrmprising 1,975 acres. The next 
was Mr. 1Iurphy's Victorian group of eighteen 
block", comprising 2, 768 acres. The next was 
Mr. Pnlsford's grnup of twenty-eight blocks, 
comprising 4,482 acres. A local group of Qneens­
landers applied for 1, 200 acres in four small areas. 
The Minister refused the local people, although 
the group would not have interfered with the 
four groups I have menti med. This is the 
departmental reply-

[CoPY.] 
Department of Public I,ands, 

3rd April, 1906. 

Sir,-With regard to your joint letter of 18th ultimo 
to the :Minister for Lands, requesting portions 237, 238, 
253, and 256, parish of Degilbo, be set aside for selection 
by a group to be called the Kimber group, I am 
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directed to inform you that the Minister regrets that 
your request mn~t be refu~ed, as it is not considered 
advisable to open any additional pfLrt of the country for 
group selection. 

I have, etc., 
Ul'I'DER SJWB.ETARY. 

That was addressed to Mr. C. Stephenson and 
others, the four applicants being the wns of men 
who had pionee·red the c•mn try-men of the 
stamp whom tb~ senior 1Udnber for Toowoomba 
•aid should get a preference; and here they have 
been deprived of the rigbt to take up land at 
all ; and one of them was one of those who went 
to a co,.sideraule deal of trouble to cut the road 
and make thie country known. The department 
replied to tire Courier on the subject in this 
way-

Referring to a letter published from our Bi;rgenden 
correspondent, tlleAssist:·wt Under secretary for Lands 
states :-'fhe Hon. J. '1'. Bell, .:\Iinister for Lands, 
visited this dbtrict last )'eHr. A ~pccial request was 
then made by residf'nts that )and in the vicinity of 
that as.lwd for by ~Mr. Stephenson and his friends 
l"hould not be opened to group selection, but should be 
available for pulllic emnpetition. A total area of 
23,854 acres is now being- opened, comprising 111 por­
tions, and of this area forty-nght porti'Jns, comprismg 
11,961 acres, are being opened for competition, and 1 he 
remainder under the group system. The llinister is of 
opinion that tlw aren n"Vailable for public competition 
should not be further curtailed. 

If the local people h·;d known that the hem. 
gentleman was going to allow half the land to be 
devoted to groul's, they would have formed a 
group; but they were not aware that the hon. 
gentlem.,n was going to ar!opo that "ystem of 
settlement, and that is where the injustice corne,~ 
in. The leader of the Opposition ond the se~>ior 
membr-1· for T(lowoom tla complained that the 
price of laud is far too high. l agree with them 
in that; and if the hon. member for Toow• omba 
wishes to have chcapPr land-and no one doubts 
his sinceritv-he should become a mtmher of 
this party, -for our method c.f settliiJg land, as 
advocated in onr platform, is the best. 

Mr. KE~NA: What is that? 

Mr. ,TONES: The perpttualleasehold tenure. 
Members of this House have rer•e11.tedly stated 
that bud is to•> high in pricP. Then wby not 
join the Labour pa1ty-the only party in the 
House 1hat has a pbnk in its platform thnt will 
g-ive cheap land? (Laughtn.) vVe are willing 
to give the land free to the people, and all that 
should be asked in return is a rental for the 
expenditnre of the people's mPney. 

JHr. CoWAP: \Vhy don't you get a speciallea'e 
of your own? 

Mr. JO~ES: If the Minister will introduce a 
Bill and make the lease bold tenure retrospective, 
and enable us to convert our freeho'd 'elections 
into a leasehold terrure, I am willing to support 
him. 

The SEC!tET \.HY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: Do 
you own a11y freehold? 

Mr .• JONES: Ye~. I do not ~~e any incon­
sistency in o..vnin>( a freehold. Can an} body 
say why I should not take up a freeh<>ld? 

The 8ECRE1'ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I 
was not accusing the hon. member of incon­
sistency. I only wanted to know whether he 
was prepared to surrender his freehold and allow 
me to lease the land to him. 

Mr. PAGET: If you pay compemation. 

Mr. JOJ'\ES: Yes, if you pay me for my out­
lay. I am a freehold er under the old homestead 
&ections of the Act at 2s .. 6d. an acre. That was 
the only system of tenure available. I am 
suggestmg that this Chamber should adopt the 
land policy of the Labour party-that is, the 
leasehold tenure-as preferable to the freehold 
tenure. 

1907-L 

::\Ir. PAGET: Under which you were oom· 
pelled to select. 

Mr. JONES: We had no other system under 
wh!Ch WE' could ta.ke up land. In our district 

and in the electorate of the hon: 
[i.30 p.m.] member for Cairns, there is suffi-

cient land to settle thousands of 
peDp!e on. We should build railways to these 
places, and erect improvements on the land 
with money advanced by the State to help the 
people settle there. It is only a fair thing. 
when ]and is enhanced in value by the expen­
diture of public money, that that enhanced 
yaJue should he charged for by the State. The 
Labour party is the ':llost misrepresented party 
on th1s land questwn. I real!:v think that 
':llembers of the Labour party should advocate 
1t here strenuously, so that it might be read 
in the country. \Ve are misrepresented and 
told that we want to advocate a land tax as 
addit'onal taxation, but we do not advocate a 
land tax as additional taxation because we 
want .to do away with a lot of th~ pettifogging 
taxatwn that we now have to pay. There is 
no doubt that the only wa.y to settle this 
couptry, and to settle, it properly, will be 
unoer a system of leasehold tenure. I re­
member reading a speech made by the Minis­
ter for Public Lands in 1902-I had not the 
honour of being a member of the House at 
th,,>t time-in which the Minister said-

If Q.neensland was starting over a~ain, I would not 
be a party to ~E·lll acre of it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I say 
the same now, and my father said the same 
thing before me. 

Hon. R. PHILP: That is a very cheap state­
ment to make. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It is a 
perfectly true statement all the same, although 
I do not think you will get a majority of 
Queenslanders to subscribe to it. 

::iir. JONES: I am pleased to hear the hon. 
gentleman say that. I am well aware that in 
what I am advocating I am puttin<T into Han· 
SCU'cl that which is very unpopular, a~d proJ:·abJv 
~mpopular in my own district. However, that 
1s the duty of a reformer-(laughter)-to advo­
cate at times that which is unpopular. I am 
here to advocate measures that will be of 
benefit to the State, and, \fhether I am thrown 
out of Parliament or not, I will always con­
tinue to advocate them. The Labour party 
are always accused of having too much regard 
for posterity, but the man who has no regard 
for posterity is not worthy of being a member 
of this Chamber. (Hear, hear!) 'The day will 
c0me when those land sales will rebound on 
the Goyernment of this day, that is doing so 
much in disposing of the estate of the people, 
and I very much question their right to sell 
land at all. 

::i1r. GRANT: You have some freehold your­
self. 

::iir. JONES: I have just explained that was 
the only system on which I could take land 
up. 

::ilr. GRANT: You could have taken it up 
under leasehold. 

Mr. JONES: The leasehold areas were too 
large. 

Mr. CoWAP: No; you can get them in any 
s1ze. 

Mr. JONES: I am afraid we are not adopt­
ing the best method of settling people on the 
land. Another thing on which I disagree with 
the Minister is that the people who are settled 
on the land do not receive the concessions they 
are justly entitled to. Some little time ago I 

ll!.r. J ones.] 
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r·eceived a letter, which I will quote to bear out 
my contention. The letter is dated the 27th 
July, and reads as follows:-

vv·itl::. reference to your letter of the 24th ultimo, for~ 
warding a re-:tw.:.st from tlle fanner~ of Green Yicw, 
VVondai, a::~ king that n lORd be cleared to enable them to 
get to the railway with produce, I ha.ve the honour, by 
direction. to inform you that the request cannot be com­
plied with. as the IJ:-tnds Departmertt advise that there 
are no CrO\vn lanils in the neighbourhood to d1svose of 
which wonld recoup the suggested expenditure. 

Mr. MA UGHAN: Who is that letter from? 
Mr. JONES: It is from the Under Secretary 

to the Treasury Department. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I sup­

pose you know perfectly wdl that we have 
done more for the people on the land in 
making the land ready for them before they 
go on than any other Government that has 
gone before us. 

Mr. JONES: I am quite aware of that. 
That is one thing· I alway, commended the 
Minister for--making road> to the country 
which was really a wilderness. 

The SF,RETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It is 
the first time I have heard you commend any 
effort of mine. 

Mr. JONES: That is a proof of my honesty. 
(Laughter.) I have very little sometimes to 
commend the hon. gentleman for at all. He 
does not treat my district as it should be 
treated. I do not think the Government are 
adopting the right method of settling people 
on the land. It is only right when we settle 
people on the land that we should give them 
the conoessions they are justly entitled to. 
They should be able to get these concessions 
by direct application to the various depart­
ments, and should not need a member of 
Parliament to go "cap in hand," because 
it would mean that one member who was a 
little in disfavour with the Minister would not 
get the same treatment as one who was not 
so candid in his criticism. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: You 
have asked me for very little. 

~Ir. JONES: \Yhen the Secretary for Public 
Lands was speaking at Nanango, he said to 
the· people, " You should never vote for 
Jones, because I never saw him at the Lands 
Office .. '' 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: So far 
as I can see, you do not seem to display the 
slightest anxiety in the development of your 
district. 

71Ir. JONES: That statement was made by 
the Secretary for Public Lands in my electo.­
rate during my election, and it was answered 
by the result of the election. If there was one 
question more than another which helped me 
it was the administration of the Lands Depart­
ment. and the preference and priority which 
the J\Iinister was giving to other people at the 
expense of his U\VTI. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: The 
administration of the Lands Department under 
this Government has given your district the 
best lift it has ever had. 

Mr. JONES: You built 33 milf•, of railway. 
But the people in the Burnett were justly 
entitled to that railway. and to all they have 
received. It is only right that a beautiful district 
like the Burnett should receive this treatment. 
It is not only a duty that the Government owe 
to the people in the Burnett, but it is a duty 
the Government owe to the people of the 
State, as a whole, to develop that district. It 
does not matter whether the Burnett district 
is represented by a Labourite, a Philpite, or 

[Mr. Jones. 

a Kidstonite. It has nothing whatever to do 
with party politics at all. We are going to 
ask for another railway shortly, and we be­
lieve we will get it, because the country 
warrants it. The railway should be con­
structed on the merits of the. district, and not 
because of political influence. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: What 
line do you refer to? 

Mr. JONES: Th<:l Dallarnil branch line. 
Speaking of railways, I am very plea~d to see 
in the Government programme there IS to be a 
reduction in the fares and freights on our rail­
ways. They are too high. I might instance 
the case of kerosene. It is carried 2,000 miles 
from America oversea at less cost than it is 
carried 300 miles on a Queensland railway. 
That is a comparison for the member for 
Rockhampton to think over. If tl.e Govern­
ment is sincere in their programme-and I have 
no doubt they are-I hope they will reduce the 
fares and freights on our railways. With 
regard to railway construction, I believe the 
route of the railway should be surveyed, and 
the route decided upon before any settlement 
takes plane, because if that is done our rail­
ways will not be compelled to follow a very 
crooked couree to avoid private property, as 
they have to do at present. People m1ght 
then go out and settle on the country lands, 
knowing that some time or other they were 
likely to receive a. railway. Howeye_r, I 
do not wish to deal w1th the lands admmlstra­
tion anv further to-night, because we will have 
an opp-ortunity of doing so when the Lands 
Department Es6mates are before us on a 
future occasion. There is one measure not 
mentioned in the Governor's Speech which I 
would have liked to have seen there, and that 
is an amendment of the Agricultural Bank 
Act. That Act, to my mind, badly needs 
amending. I have noticed they have in New 
Zealand· what is known as an Advances to 
Settlers Act, under which large sums are lent 
or advanced. running from £25 to the. maxi­
mum of £3 000, with the right at any time to 
repay a pa;t of the loan or the whole of it. 

Mr. PAGET: That is the same as our Act. 
Mr. DENHAM: No, £800 is our maximum. 

Mr. JONES: You can pay off the whole 
amount at any time. But if we borrow £100 
in Queensland you cannot pay off £10, say, at 
any time. In New Zealand you can pay off 
£i at any time. 

Mr. DENHAM: Any such application would 
not be refused. 

Mr. JONES: The hon. gentleman who was 
in charge of that Act says it would not be 
refused, but there is nothing in the Act to 
show where it can be done. The New Zea­
land Act contains the following provisions:-

The right at any time to "-bolly or partly P"Y oft' tbe 
loan. The ea.••;y repayment of lo:-tn by annual instal­
ments of £1 per cent. in addition to the right to partly 
m· \Vholly pay off at any time. :No commission or pro­
curation fee. Extremely small valuation fee and legal 
charges. Secrecy. 

The inspection fee in Queensland is too high­
£3 for any application. If you wish to borrow 
a small sum, say the minimum of £25, you 
have to pay the same inspection fee as you 
do if you wish to borrow the maximum, £800. 
I suggest the fee should be on a sliding scale 
from £1 to £3. In New Zealand they advance 
money on the value of both freehold and lease­
hold land. In Queensland we cannot do this. 
Sometimes the inspection in Queensland takes 
six months. An officer of the Lands Depart­
ment has to do the work here ; he has to give 
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preference to his Lands Department work, 
and, in some cases, he does not have an 
opportunity of making the inspection until 
three or I our months have elapsed. 'There is 
too mueh delay in that way. In New Zea­
land, on the freehold security they advance 
up to 80 per cent. of its value, and on the 
leasehold up to GO per cent. I am very pleased 
to se,e we are to have an amendment of the 
Income Tax Act. Under our present Act we 
have to pay the tax on the increase of stook 
and unsold produce. vVe have to pay on the 
stock before the actual sale takes place and 
the money is Tealised. That is very unfaiT. 
\Vhen ihat promised Bill comes before the 
House, I will do what I can to improve it. \Ve 
were assured bv the Hon. the Premier that the 
increase of sto;k would not be charg-ed for until 
ihe sale actually took place and~ the money 
was realised, but we are assessed so at present. 
The \Vorkers' Compensation Act is another 
measure that is badly in need of amending. 
I am well aware that it is impossible to intro­
duce such a measure and make it perfect in 
one attempt. The amendment I would like to 
suggest is that the fortnight which has to 
elapse between the date of an accident and the 
time of paying compensation be abolished, and 
that the worker should receive compensation 
from the day of the accident. I know of a 
case in my electorate where a miner had his 
eye knocked out, and the only compensation 
he received was £3. Most people are nnder 
the impression that the loss of an eye is con­
sidered a very serious accident under the Com­
pensation Act, but that is not so. 'The man 
.received all he was entitled to receive under 
our much boasted \Vorkers' Compensation 
Act; he was idle five weeks, and he received 
£1 a week for three weeks. 

J\lr. GRAJST: His efficiency as a worker would 
be destroyed, and he could claim compensation 
accordingly. 

Mr. JONES: He lost his eye in doing his 
work, and it did not make any difference to 
his employers. Certainly, the loss of an eye 
should be compensated by a greater sum than 
£3. I do not believe we will ever get a perfect 
systBm of compensation to workmen until we 
have the method of paying compenoation to all 
under the socialistic scheme-and I am pre­
pared to advocate it-that compensation will 
be paid to all persons from a general State 
fund raised by a system of StatB insurance, 
where every person--not only a widow bereft 
of the breadwinner-but every person meeting 
with an accident will receive compensation 
for loss of time. 

Mr. PAGET: He v,i!l have to subscribe to it. 
Mr. JONES: \¥e have to subscribe now 

to the old age pensions, and I will support the 
Old Age Pensions Bill, although I think it 
should be a Federal matter. But if the Federal 
Parliament is not so constituted, not suffi­
ciently d<'mooratic, to pass such a Bill, then I, 
for one, will never vote against it in this 
Chamber. Certainly, the method of raising 
the funds may be objectionable. It may be 
by a wagPs tax, and in that case it will be 
very objectionable. 

l\Ir. P AG ET : It may be by a land ta.'<. 
Mr. JONES: Well, I will supportalandtax, 

hut do not advocate a land tax for that 
purposB alone. I say the workers will never 
receive just compensation-full compensation 
-and we will never settle this difficult ques­
tion until we have that socialistic scheme I 
have sug-g-ested. We have many cases of 
accidents occurring to the employer, who is 
very often not as well off as his employee. 
You often see that in the case of those engaged 

in the farming industry. and if an accident 
occurs to the employer there is no one, to com­
pensate him. A case of this nature occurred 
at the Coolabunia Scrub. A gentleman there 
employed a man he met on the road to fall 
scrub on his selection. He paid him good 
wages, insured his man with one of the agents 
in the town of Kingaroy, and thus conformed 
to the law. He went out a day or two after 
to see how his employee was getting on, and 
the axe flew out of his workman's hand and 
cut his foot off. He was weeks in the hos­
pital, and received no compensation. ·we are 
all howled down as socialists, and yet the only 
perfect method of paying compensation is 
under our system of a State insurance fund­
and paying compensation to all persons, 
whether they are members of Parliament or 
not. I am one member of the party that en­
dorses the statement recently made by onr 
worthy leader, the s·2nior n1~1nber for Forti­
tude Valley, Mr. Bowman, to this effect: that 
it is measures we are here to support, and not 
men. That is in accordance with the prin­
ciples of our platform. It mattero not from 
""horn it may emanate we muct support it. 

An Hmwuru BLE .\ImtBER: 'The Worker 
howled for men. 

Mr. JOKES: The TV orkcr did no such thing. 
The TV orh r did not howl for you. vV e are a 
free party, willing to accept those measures, 
The hon. member for Fassifern, in speaking 
the other night, said that because the coalition 
had not come about between the Philp party 
and the Kidston party the country is suffering 
and would '"""'ffer. l think the country has 
suffered enough unckr the party to which he 
belongs, and I wiil just say that I do not lean 
in an: way towards them "He was followed by 
th8 hon. member for Oxlcy, 2\Ir. Denham. Mr. 
Jenkinson \Vas afraid of the socialistic party, 
and said so in his speclh-th,~,t :\Ir. Kidston was 
doing something wrong in accepting any com­
rromise of support from our part]. Then he 
v. as foli,)W' cl by the hon. mem:,er for Oxley, 
iiir. Den ham, "ho advocatod' that which was 
practically socialism. He is well known in this 
Chamber as a gentleman who speaks strongly 
against socialisrn, and yt. L V/ ho has practised 
State soci;t!ism to a greater extent than any 
other Minister o£ the Crown. I believe that 
while he was sitting on the front Treasury 
benches he carried rr1ore measures nearer State 
socialism than a"ny other 1\Jinister. (Hear, 
hear!) All the Bill·· which he introduced at that 
time were on the lines of State socialism­
State assistance to farmer,, and selectors. I 
"as elected a socialist, and I do not deny it, 
but that which I do deny, and 11hich I am 
not willing to acc-,pt, is every per,on's defini­
tion of "socialism." I remember that the 
Secretary for Public Lands at one time stated 
he ,., as a socialist. I suppose he claims his 
ri'l'ht to his own definition. I am not prepared 
to accept the definition of the hon. member 
for Barc•)o, ''hen he said a socialist was always 
the man who grabbed the big potato. 
(Laughter.) I believe in the State owning and 
controlling a groat many more of our in­
dustries than they do at present. I believe if 
the State can run our railways and our educa­
tional system-if they can run our Post Office 
with succos&-and we must admit that they 
do-well, then, they could establish State 
batteries and State metailurgical works, and 
control a great many other industries. For 
instance, the Premier is a socialist. He has 
a State coalmine. 

Hon. R. PHILP: You do not like the State 
coalmine. 

Mr. Jones.] 
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illr. JONES: I do not like the manager of 
the State coalmine. I do not think it is fair 
to appoint a man manager at £50 a month 
who is only there two or three days a month, 
and allow that man to have the right to say 
to his employees that they shall not unite. I 
am not going to deal with the Howard lockout 
t 0-night, because the senior member for Mary­
borough has referred to it fully, and I hope 
the hon. member for Burrum, who repeatedly 
called out that what Mr. Mitchell said was not 
true, is satisfied. I am in a position to state 
that the senior member for J\Iaryborough and 
the junior member for Maryborough did not 
provoke any strike. The strike occurred 
before they went there, and their actions right 
through the piece and right through that 
regreti·able lockout-and it is regrettable, be­
cause there are women there in need, and also 
children in need, and it was the action of the 
public that kept them from starvation, and not 
the action of their tyrannical employer, 1\Ir. 
Rankin. Thoce gentlemen did all they could 
to bring about a settlement, and no one can 
say they advocated a strike. I know they are 
misrevrcsented, as this party is misrepresented 
as a discontented party, who go about the 
country provoking strikes. \"~.'ell, if we are a 
discontented party, I would point out that it 
was from the discontented men that the prc­
gress of the world sprang. There are two 
kinds of discontented men--the man who 's 
·discontented and sits at home, and there is the 
discontented n1an \vho goes a.bout trying to 
alter the c-mditions under which he lives, 
and make it better for his fellow-men to live. 
\Ve have a State bank. or what, if the prin­
ciple was broadened, would be a State bank. 
Under our prec,ent system ''e make laws that 
make men rich, and we make laws to protect 
their riches-to safeguard those riches against 
robbery-but we do nothing to make laws to 
help thoe" who are in need of the necessaries 
of life. \Ve arrest a man for being poor, and 
we do not guarantBe him either work or food. 
I think our whole system is wrong, and if the 
State would take up the matter of advances to 
farmers, carrying his goods overland to the 
market and providing markets for him, then 
we will live under better conditions than we 
are living under at the present time. I have 
no desire to take up the time of the House any 
longer. No one desires to speak at any length 
in a House where influenza is in m·idence. But I 
wish to say that, judging the Government pro­
gramme by the titles of the measure,, it must 
be considered democratic, and if those mea­
sures are not in conflict with the principles 
upon which I was eleded I shall support them. 
I hope this session and this Parliament will be 
productive of much good; I hope that we shall 
settle many people on the land, and do as 
much good as it is in our power to do, so that 
v;hen we appeal again to the country we shall 
be able to do so with a record that is a credit 
to oureelves and a credit to Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. T. Bell, Dalby): Although I am very 
much in the grip of the influenza, fiend, to 
which the hon. member for Burnett ha.s just 

alluded, yet I shall endeavour to 
l8 p.m.] make a few observations. I am 

disposed to think that anybody 
who has gone through the ordeal of that 
feverish experience will offer some sympathy 
in my condition. That reminds me. although 
it i,< nob necessary to remind me, that the hon. 
gentleman who leads the party sitting on the 
Opposition cross benches is himself suffering­
from that ailment, also a more serious one. I 
am uttering my sentiments, and, I am quite 
sure, the feelings of my colleagues, and, if I 

[llfr. Jones. 

may be permitted to do so, the feelings of the 
whole House, when I say we are extremely 
sorry that the leader of the Labour party, the 
senior member for Fortitude Valley, is on a 
bed of sickness, and that we hope he will very 
soon be restored to his place. (Hear, hear!) 
How inscrutable are the ways of Providence! 
If it is not irreverent to say so, it is inscrutable 
indeed that Providence, if He had to make a 
selection from the Labour party, should have 
chosen the leader as the one to be afflicted. 
If it is not presumptuous to say so, if it is not 
irreverent, I would say that if such a duty 
were cast upon me, I believe I should have 
made a far happier choice. (Laughter.) I 
think this debate, so far as it has gone, is one 
which, if it has not provided much occa­
sion for elation on the part of the Ministry, 
certainly does not sugre,,t to them any reason 
why they should be despondent. So far as my 
recollection :;ocs. this is the first speech v:hich 
His Excellency has delivered that has met 
with a general acceptance from all three 
parties in the House. I have not vet heard 
anybody-! do not know, of course, what 
revelations are to follow; but. so far as the 
debate has gone, I have not heard any hon. 
member heartily condemn any of the legis­
lative proposals that are contained in the 
Speech. It would really be an extraordinary 
thing if there were not a dissentient voice 
here and there, and I have heard some hon. 
men1hers suggest that \ve are not quite sincere 
in regard to ali these proposals-that is, so f~r 
as their nature can be g·leaned from then· 
title--but I have heard no general condemna­
tion attaching to the measures. That, I 
think, must be almost unprecedented. 

?dr. CAMPBELL: \Ve do not agree with your 
immigration proposals. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
\Yhen tho hon. member says "\Ve," I ask 
whom he means? 

;\lr. CA~IPBELL: The Oppo,ition party. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I am ·sorry to hear tlfat, but I a.m disposed to 
think that when the hon. member says he 
does not a·,,ree with the immigration proposals 
of the Government, he means as far as he 
understands them. 

Mr. CAMPBELL: And so far as they have wen 
diselo;cd by your allies. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Upon my word, after listening to some nf the· 
speech{;s, I should say the hon. member's 
allies! (Laughter.) The hon. meml:Jer for 
Clermont. during his speech, which I was so 
unfort mat~ as not to hear, but a great deal 
of ',hich I was industrious enough to read, 
has di,played indications of undergoing an 
intellectual conversion. Ever sinc-e the hon. 
m0mhcr has be,?n in Parliament, and for a 
good many years before that, he has been 
d;sposed to associate with the politics of the 
Conservative party-the Tory party-what he 
cails '" policy of boodle, and to bestow upon 
them a series of vituperative epithets which, 
whatever they may lack in taste. are not at all 
v ariting in fluency. Yet, during the spe-ech 
the hon. member delivered in this Chamber 
quite recently, he laid down the doctrine-! 
w.1s astonished to find it coming from his lips­
that if you look through the conshttJti,,nal 
h;story of Great Britain you will find that a 
very lar;,e proportion of the legisle.tive reform 
that has hen effected has come through the 
medium of the Tory party. When l b,>ar a 
member of the Labour party saying that, and 
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see him sitting where he is-in opposition to 
the most radical Government which has ever 
sat on the Treasury benches in Queensland­
am I wrong in drawing the conclusion that we 
may in future, and at no distant day, find the 
legislative lion lying down with the legislative 
lamb, and that we may yet find the hon. mem­
ber for Townsville, the hon. member for Cler­
mont, the hon. member for Moreton, and I 
am afraid I must also say the hon. member 
for Oxley, forming a most interesting "four­
in-hand" on the Opposition benches? (Laugh­
ter.) Speaking to the motion before the 
Chamber, I do not wish to omit that which I 
know is customary-namely, for the earlier 
speakers from the Trea.sury bench on this 
motion to make some reference to the mover 
and seconder of the motion for the adoption 
of the Addre•,s in Reply. If I do make a very 
brief reference to them I am not doing it for 
any stereotyped reasons at all. I desire, first, 
to refer to the mover of the motion we are 
now discussing. I recollect that as a small 
bov I used to come to this Chamber and listen 
to· the debates, and I remember veTy well 
indeed, during the seventies, listening to the 
father of the mover of this motion speaking 
from the exact spot from which I am now talk­
ing-! mean the late Hon. John Douglas. I am 
not employing any idle or irrc•.ponsible words 
when I say that he as one of the ornaments 
of our Queensland Parliament. If you look at 
its records even from the month of 1\Iay, 1860, 
when the first Que-·nsland Parliament met, you 
will sec that he was a capable legislator, and 
carried on the duties of a parliamentarian 
according to the highest traditions of the 
British House of Parliament--and higher 
praise than that 1 cannot give to any member 
of Parliament. His son, from all the indica­
tions we had in his speech, is going to be a 
worthy successor of his father. (Hear, hear!) 
\Vith regard to the gentleman who seconded 
the motion, he comes from a country where, I 
hope, wo arc going to see a great many men 
who will make their homes in Queensland 
cnme from, and that is New Zealand. He 
bears a name honoured and respected in New 
Zealand, and he gave excellPnt promise in the 
remarks that he delivered. I really think I 
am not exaggerating when I say that since. I 
have been in the House. I have not h~ard two 
men move and oecond the adoption of the 
Addre··s in Heply who displayed more promise 
of becoming useful members of this Chamber 
than the two members whose motion we are 
now discussing. Now, I wish to make refer­
E,we to some remarks which fell from the hon. 
member who preceded me while they are fresh 
in my mind. ·when I have referred to him, 
I shall come back to some of the speakers 
who delivered themselves in an earlier part 
of the debate on the Address and Reply. It 
is quite evident that I do not possess as an 
administrator, nor, possibly, in any other 
capacity, the confidence. of the hon. member 
for Burnett. I am rather surprised at that, 
because I do not know that there is any dis­
trict of Queensland where, at the present 
time, if you were to make inquiries, you 
would hear kinder sentiments expressed 
in regard either to this Government as a 
whole, or to the Lands Department, than you 
would in the Burnett district. I am not going 
to Tetaliate, and say unkind things about the 
hon. member for Burnett. I can say un­
affectedly that he is a man I like personally. 
I believe him to be a perfectly sincere man. 
Politically, I have been absolutely unable to 
understand him ever since I came in contact 
with him in this House, and I repeat here 

what I did not conceal from his constituents­
and what I have never concealed from the 
hon. member himself-that I am unable 
to understand the interpretation that he 
places upon his duties as a member of Par­
liament. Since I hav6 been Secretary for 
Public Lands I have had a good deal to do 
with the Burnett district; I have had a good 
deal to do with pushing a railway into that 
district, and I have had a good deal to do 
with introducing fresh blood from outside 
Queensland on the land in that electorate; and 
I declare to the House that it has always been 
a matter of astonishment to me that the hon. 
member for Bm·nett has seemed to be singu­
larly indifferent to the introduction of new 
settlers and to the railways that were being 
constructed in his district. Only on the rarest 
occasions has he ever come to me to discuss a 
matter, and, when he has been brought into 
contact wi"th me in connection with matters in 
relation to his district he has generally come 
alo~1g with some dBPutation or another, or 
else ho has come to make some twopenny half­
penny complaint with regard to the price of 
land in two or three sele0tions in his district. 
The hon. member may be working- out some 
definite scheme that attunes with his concep­
tion of the duties of a member of Parliament; 
but,- upon niy '" ord, looking at him from the 
ordinary standard, I find it difficult to appre­
ciate his !in., of conduct. He told this Cham­
l er a fe•t-.- minutes ago sonwthing about the 
Coalston Lakes country, and he endeavoured 
to lead the House, sincerely enough, I have 
no doubt, to believe that I have shown in­
difference to the interests of Queenslanders 
in that particular !orality, and that the bowels 
of my compassion have been excited whenever 
somebodv v•ho had his orig-in and place of 
abode outside Queensland came forward and 
endeavoured to take up some of our land. The 
facts are, that the Coalston Lakes country, 
which had been lying there all the time that 
my numerous predecessors were in office-they 
mrty or may not have heard of it-but it was 
brourrht under mv notice by men in the hon. 
mem:ber's own district, and I at once authorised 
the expenditure of money to be paid to some of 
the people who were talking about the land 
to cut a track up to the lakes, which were 
described to me in the first instancB as being 
inexhaustible reservoirs of water, but which 
fuller investigation disclosed to be nothing 
better than a couple of swamps-well, rather 
better than ordinary swamps-but certainly 
two reservoirs that did not deserve the enthu. 
siastic language that some of the hon. member's 
constituents bestowed upon them-language 
which would have led one to imagine that 
these two water holes on the top of a ridge were 
the centre of a kind of Arcadia for settlers. 
I had tracks cut to the lakes. I had a sur­
veyor sent up to lay it out in suitable areas. I 
went up and had a look at the uountry myself, 
and I can assure the House that when I went 
there in company with a considerable number 
of the hon. member's constituents who live in 
the neighbomhood there was no proposition 
made to me-and I think I should have re· 
membered it if it had been made-that I 
should set aside an area of land in order to 
meet th€ demands for land of residents in the 
localities, or their sons. The only demand 
that was made was that I should take care not 
to lock up the whole area in groups, but tl:at 
I would set aside a sufficient proportion for 
those in the locality who desired to nompete 
for land. A particular portion was indicated 
to me, and I was at particular pains to s-:e 
that the area was left untouched. It was m 
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pursuance of that resolve, made, at the request 
of residents in the neighbourhood, that I re­
fused the proposal that was made to me quite at 
the eleventh hour-weeks, and probably months 
after I had inspected the land-a proposal 
made by one of the men who accompanied 
me on my ride to the lakes, and who had 
every opportunity of making a proposal for a 
group if he wished to do it. He came forward 
just before the land was being opened, and 
asked to have a group formed on that parti­
cular area that months before I had been asked 
to leave open for general competition. \Vhen 
I declined his offer in courteous terms 
through the medium of correspondeYJce, and 
to!d him that I could not fall in with his 
views, he turned round and \":rote to the 
pa.pers; he assum-ed an aggrieved air, and 
tried to make the people believe through the 
newspapers, as he is trying to make this 
Chamber believe throug·h the mouth of his 
representative, that I was an unsympaG1eiic 
administrator because I..did not do what he 
wished. I cut the balance of that land up into 
three or four groups. I regret to say that 
they have not succeeded. \Vh€n th€ mattBr 
was rais€d by the hon. memb€r I communi­
cated with the department, and I find that of 
170 blocks that wBr€ thrown open for sel€c­
tion only 16 have been taken up. 

J\Ir. JONES: You allowed th€ groups to pick 
the Byes out of the country. 

'Iho SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Very few of the block;; in the groups hav€ been 
taken up, the reason givBn being that there 
is no v.ater upon the area. All I can say is 
that the whole of the land will now be opened 
to general competition, and we shall see how 
many of the hon. member's constituents in 
the neighbourhood come up to the scratch. 
The hon. member made a complaint with r€­
gard to a road to \Vondai. He said that we put 
people on the land and did nothing for them, 
and he quo Led this pat he tic petition from the 
people in the neighllourhood of \Vondai as an 
evidence of our heartlessness. The fact is­
and it cannot be too \"cidely known throughout 
this country-that there has never been any 
Government upon these benches who was so 
much conuerned to prepare land before it was 
thrown open to selection preparatory to the 
people going on it, or who did so much to keep 
them there afbcr they were put on to it. Vvhat 
has been the history of the, Lands Department 
in regard to preparing land for settlement? 
During ail the years that preceded the year 
1903--that halcyon year when this Adminis­
tration came into office-what was the general 
experience when land was thrown open for 
:;election'! All that was done was to have it 
surveyed. It may or may not have been per­
manently surveyed; at all events it was de­
signed. It was put into the Gnzettr, and was 
proclaimed open for four we~ks. On the day 
appointed for selecting it people came forward 
and applied for it. Ail the land commissioner 
did was to decide who was the suc~essful appli­
cant. It did not matter whether the land he 
took up v, as fm·cst land without a drop of 
water upon it. 1t did not matter, on the 
other hand, whether it was a selection in the 
centre of a scrub to which there was not even 
a wc.llaby track to give the selector a lead. 
'Ihe Lands Department had clone their duty. 
The selector, practically speaking, c/:>uld go 
and hang- so far as they were concerned. 
This Gov.ornment had mack a new departure. 
In connention with the verv men whom the 
hon. member and the party sitting around him 
--though I am dealing particularly with the 
hon. member-in connection with the very 
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men which the hon. member declares he is 
particularly concerned with, this Government 
is the first Government to make that departure, 
nncl take care thaL before land is thrown open 
for ,election some provision i,; made for water 
upon it, ;n order that the selectors may have 
a rallying point, where they can get water 
until they make their own individual provi­
sions. This is the first Government, when the 
country is in scrub, to cut roads through those 
scrubs in order to give the selectors access to 
their selection,~. Did the hon. member for 
Burnott say one word in regard to the action 
of the Government in this respect during his 
election speeches? My own opinion is that the 
hon. member was absolutely ignorant in the 
matter? I do not believe the hon. member 
knew what was going on in his own constitu­
ency. 

Mr JO'!ES: How could I be ignorant, when 
I live in the eentre of it? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Then, if he livBs in the cBntre of all that I am 
describing, why had not the hon. member the 
common honesty to gBt up and make some 
acknowledgment of it. I read some of the 
hon. member's speeches, and I never saw the 
slightest reference to it. He has made a long 
speech to-night. Did he make one single 
reference to it in that speech? The only refer­
ence tl1e hon. member made with regard to 
land administration was to say that we had 
done nothing at all. Why, this is a socialistic 
effort-a collectivist effort. 

Mr. JONES: I give you all credit for it. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Call it by whatever epithet you like, it was a 
utilisation of the forces of the State in order 
to malm better the condition of those who are 
going on the land. 

Hon. R. PHILP: The scheme was there ready 
for you to carry out. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I am not dealing with its genesis at all. I 
am merely d€aling at the preoont moment with 
its application. And let me say this : There is 
nobody on the other side who girds at me 
more persistently, I am sorry to say, than the 
leader of the Opposition. 

Hon. R. PHILP : Don't you deserve it? 
The SECRET~\.RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

I have an absolutely blameless conscience in 
that respect, and yet on the public platform, 
not only in my own electorate but on other 
platforms throughout Queensland, I took care 
to say that the germ of the idea was initiated 
by the hon. member himself somewhere about 
the year 1900' or 1901. 

Hon. R. PHILP : I never heard it. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

No; because, unfortunat.•ly, the hon. membBr 
never had the appreciative impulse that led 
hipl to atl.end any of my political meetings. 
If he had, I have no doubt he would have 
blushed to find himoolf famous in that parti­
cular way. I always took care-my instinct of 
fair play made me do it-to say the hon. 
gentleman brought about the germ of that 
idea--l think in my own electorate. The hon. 
gentleman has fhe credit of discovering it. but 
we ha,vc amplified it. and made it blossom out 
into the useful principle of land settlement 
into which it has grown; and certainly it is 
deplorable to hear a young- member like the 
hon. member for Burnett deliver himself with 
an atmosphere of candour all round him, 
posing- as a sort of detached critic, bewailing 
the defects of the Government with tears in 
his voice, who is either so ignorant-I prefer 
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to say it is ignorance-or so disingenuous that 
he has r,ot the decency to pay one tittle 
of credit to the action of the Government in 
this matter. 

Mr. JONES: You are entirely wrong. I gave 
you credit for it. 

The SECRETARY FOR FCBLIC LANDS: 
I am not so pessimistic with regard to the 
hon. member for Burnett as the hon. member 
for Burrum appears to be. 

J\1r. LESINA: He ought not to be pessi­
mistic, because his whole family have appoint­
ments in connection with the State coalmine. 

The SECB,ETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
That is- like a ~ood many other statements 
the hon. member makes--very interesting, but 
without any foundation in fact. (Laughter.) 
If the hon. member will contain himself--

1\ir. LESINA: I will wait, although it is 
a weariness. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
\V ell, I am bound to say, I treat this Chamber 
a great deal better than the hon. member does. 
When I talk I do not talk focr four hours, and 
I do not wind up by saying that I have been 
getting my bile off. Before I finally leave the 
hon. member for Burnett, there is one refer­
ence I wish to make which is also some refer­
ence to some of the criticisms that fell from 
the leader of the Opposition. I refer to a 
matter that I heard something of during the 
elections-that I have shown all my sympathy 
to southerners, and that Queenslanders were 
out in the cold when it came to selecting land 
-and the grouping system was brought for­
ward as an illustration of the contention. 
Now, the facts are these-and, after all, I do 
not know that any great party capital will be 
made out of that-any party capital that might 
have beon made out of it would have been 
made at the election, like that other statement 
with which people on the other side try to 
dama";e me in regard to my supposed lack of 
sympathy for agricultural homesteads, \Vher­
ever I went during the election-and I spoke 
in all kinds of electorates--pastoral electorates, 
mining electorates, agricultural farm electorates 
-whei1ever I dealt with that subject, so far as. a 
man speaking on a platform can gauge it, I had 
my audience with me on my explanations of it, 
I want to just give two or three figures m 
regard to that statement that when I opened 
land for s0ttlement all my sympathy was shown 
to southernnrs. In the years 1905-06, and up till 

the 30th of Jnne of this year, 1907. 
[8.30 p.m.] there was opened for group settle-

ment 1,029,0@ am·es-I am giving 
round figures. That y, ~s for group settlement, 
and some of that, not by any mr ans a large 
proportion of it, but some of it-was set apart 
for Queensland 6l'Oups. But of the land open 
to competition there was 10.000,000 acres of 
land, and I can tell you that amongst that 
10,000,000 acrn of land, there was land of jnst 
as good quality as you could find amongst the 
1,029,000 acres reserved for group settlement. 
And, moreover, whenever I found land in 
special demand, I make a particular point of 
not incln~Iing it in a group arPa for selection, 
bLlt have thrown it open for' general competi­
tion. I will tell the Cbainher this-I will take 
hon. members into my confidence-! belie?e 
that if I had more courage in that matter I 
should L<e doing far better work for Queens­
land, because I do not know anything better 
that can happen to this country, than getting 
accomplished settlers np from the South in the 
way we are getting them. The introduction 
of this new blood, nearly all men with some 

capital, none of them novices in regard to 
land settlement, bringing these men up here 
into this community to take up land-men who 
know their busine.>S, and so many of them men 
·,\ ho are able to te>ach us in Queensland some­
thing about land farming--I say I do not 
know a better piece of work that can be done 
in the development of this country of Queens­
land than the introduction of these men. 

HoNour dlLE I1lEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
If you want to get men into this country, you 
will only get them in large numbers through 
the medium of group settlement. It was only 
yesterday that I was told that a number of 
southerners refused to come to Queensland 
because I would not promise to let them have 
a group in a particular area where they wanted 
it. I admit that I yielded to the clamour that 
was made that I should throw this area, set 
apart for groups, open for competition, and 
these men from the South, who would only 
sell out their southern homesteads when they 
knew they are going to make a certainty of 
getting a selection in a particular spot, said, 
" \V ell, if you cannot do that we will stay 
where we are, and look after land in our own 
State." It was only yesterday I had the latest 
example of the necessity for the utilisation of 
the group system, if you are going- to get men 
from the South to settle upon our lands. If it 
is contended-and while I have not heard it 
contended in so many words, at any rate I have 
heard it by inference---that we should do away 
with that group system, and have our lands 
selected by having them thrown open indis­
criminately to competition, you will find the 
result will be not only a diminution in the 
volume of land taken up, but-what is far more 
important-a reduction in the quality of men, 
a lescening in the quantity of the new blood 
that we desire to take up land. 

:Hr. J ONES: That is a libfll on Queensland. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
A libel on Queensland! In this matter I am 
about the last man in Queensland to utter a 
libel on our country. I am a great deal more 
of a Queenslander than the hon. member for 
Burnett. I have not merely been born here, 
and lived here all my life, but my parents 
lived here a great deal of their lives, and my 
;,randparents lived here before me. And for 
the hon. member to turn round and say that I 
utter a libel on (/ucensland, why the statement 
is too ridiculous. The figures I have quoted 
are a refubtion of the contention that the 
Queensla.nders do not get a fair show, Vlhen 
lO,OOO,OUO acres of land are opened to general 
competition and only 1,029,000 acres reserved 
for groups, that is an ans·,--er to the charge that 
the men in Quccn,land do not get a fair go. 
1'\ow, 1 will leave the hon, member for Bur­
nett and come back to the hon. member who 
leads the Opposition. 

~\lr. LESIN.A: Shake hirn up! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I do not know that that exhortatim; is neces­
sary. I am not iikc the hon. gentleman in 
that respect. l do not come here to shake any­
body up. Any shaking that is done is done 
by tho hon. gcutlo1na.n, pos::)ihly in rnorc senses 
than one. ~Laeghter.) I de'!ire to answer 
e0me of tho l'XPc'' ·\lions uttered by the leader 
of the Oppo;ition in his spe<lch. \Yithout in 
the slight<est degree intendiLg to be carping or 
unkind, I should like to as-;ociate myself with 
some of the oh;ervations that were uttered, 
on the spur of the moment, by the Hon. the 
Premier when he said that thore was an 
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extraordinary difference between the leader of 
the Opposition v hen you met him as a private 
member or in the street and when he gets up 
on the floor of this House and makes speeches. 
There is as groab a difference as there is be­
tween chalk and cheese. In one case you see 
the man as he is himself, what everyone 
knows him to be, one of the most popular and 
generally respected men in this counh'Y; but 
in regard to the other side, we have a man 
who, when he makes speeches, may be de­
scribf'd as being schoolboyish. 

Hon. R. PHILP: That may be your opinion. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I do not say it with the slightest wish of beinq; 
unkind. Fancy the leader of a party getting 
up in this Chamber, and, with all appearance 
of sincerity, accusing a l\Iinist.er of bribery 
and corruption, and then passing on to accuse 
another Minister of an almost equal crime. 
though not so serious, and then e,oing on to 
accuse a third Minister of something else­
accusing the three of a reprehensible series of 
actions-and then smilingly going on to talk 
about the politics of the day! Does not the 
hon. gentleman know that, if he is serious in 
his assertions, instead of merely making a 
general speech in the debate on the Addreso 
in Reply, he ouhht to have come down to this 
House with an amendment to say that this 
House declines to go on with further business 
until the Secretary for Public Lands, or what­
ever ::\Iinister he accuses of bribery and corrup. 
tion, has had his actions submitted to the 
inquiry of a Select Committee or a commis­
sion of inquiry. To accuse a :\Iinister of 
bribery and corruption is one of the most 
serious charges that you can make against 
him. A11d, as I interjected in reply to the 
hon. member, that, were not the whole thing 
so absolutely grotesque and ridiculous, I 
should have risen on a point of ordeT and 
raised the question' as to whether he \~as in 
order or not in doing it. Why does he make 
those opera-bouffe charges of bribery and 
corruption against me? Simply because I have 
recognised in the most proper way the local 
needs of a particular part of the country in· 
regard to its great natural resources. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Your own electorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I have recogni .. ed that part of the country 
because of its great natural resources, and not 
from the mere fact that the portion of the 
country in question is in my own electorate. 
That has nothing to do with the matter at all. 
(Opposition laught,"r.) I am glad to hear the 
guffaw of thr; hon. member for South Bris­
bane. That is the first sound he has uttered 
since he returned here after his long absence 
from this ChamJ-cr. 

Mr. STEPHENS: It is better than a panto­
mime to hear you. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I am glad to know that I am having such an 
amusing effect on the hon. gentleman. The 
fact is, that my contemplation of him is rather 
in the nature of a tragedy-some serious 
tragedy. The hon. gentleman seems to be 
amused now at what I have got to say. If he 
will undertake to adorn this debate by address­
ing this House subsequently I shall be glad to 
hear what he has to say in contradiction' of anv 
observations I have made or am about to 
make on this particular matter. He will find 
that he is not on a platform in South Bris­
l,ane. On the platform of this Chamber we 
shall he glad to hear wha.t he has got to say 
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in the way of practical criticism. The leader 
of the Opposition charged me with having 
thrBe lines surveyed in the Dalby electorate, 
and also with having--

Hen. R. PHILP: Is that not true? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
And with having reduced the price of land in 
that electorate. I will deal with the second 
charge first. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Your agent said that. 
Mr. LESINA: Mr. Murphy said that. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAN!JS: 
Am I dealing with Castor or Pollux? (Laugh­
ter.) If thB hon. member for Clermont will 
permit me, I will deal with the leader of the 
Opposition first. 

N1r. LESINA: ShuffiB with me while you deal 
with him. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I do not happen to play cards, or I would 
realise the force of that remark. (Laughter.) 
Lr;t mr; deal with referr;nce to the statement 
of the hon. member on the question of the 
reduction in the price of land. This Govern­
ment, in the Act that was put on the statute­
book of last session, embodied their views in 
regard to the betterment principle. That was 
the decision which had been arrived at in re­
gard to the contribution that the local com­
munity should pay for the benefit conferred 
upon it through the medium of the public ex­
chequer. But I say that we did not arrive at 
that decision immediately. The matter was con. 
sidered, but that there was a period when we 
were disposed to think that a more proper way 
of ensuring some return from a locality was 
through the presence or construction of a 
public work, or b.' the opening of unselected 
Crown lands in that vicinity to selection at 
a price equivalent to what we assumed would 
be the value that the projected public work 
would confer upon it. We carried out that 
idea in the particular portion of the country 
I am speaking about. I rlo not know that 
the exact geographical situation would be any 
guide to the members, but if is near the Jinghi 
Jinghi leasehold, and there is also some country 
along the Moola country towards the mountains. 
There were two areas of country that, in my 
mind, were likely soon to be benefited by the 
presence of a railway, and I told the men who 
discussed with me their intention of taking up 
land in that vicinity, that it was probable that 
we should build a railway before long to those 
districts; and, that being the case I was not 
going [o let the land that belon'ged to the 
people, and which the people of Queensland 
were likely to make more valuable by the 
presence of a railway-1 'vas not going to 
let it go at prairie value'•, gauged by its 
original condition and without a railway­
and so I threw open that land on the assump­
tion that a railway was going to g·o through 
it, or that a railway was highly probable. I 
told the men with whom I came in contact 
that that was my line of conduct. Soon 
aft'cr the land was opened we adopted the 
idea embodied in the Railways Act of last 
session, and decided that imtead of tbrowinc; 
open unselected <:Town lands at a higher rate, 
it ':iould be a fair method to make a better­
ment area, and levy upon the area benefited 
any loss incurred in working the line, and 
both Chamlwrs adopt<'·d that idea, and it is 
now on the statutB-hook. I remember per­
fectly well, when that Bill was going through 
the House, sayin;;- that one result of it would 
ba to cheapen Crown lands when they were 
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offered to selection in Queensland, and that 
has been the result of the passage of that 
measure. Because, although I hear now 
people making the parrot-cry that gas been 
uttered ever since, there was a selection Act 
in Queensland in the early sixties-that land 
was being thrown open at too high a price, and 
though I hear hon. members saying so now-I 
do not think it can ever be said about me with 
any truth, but, at all events, it can_ certainly 
be said with no applicability at all to any land 
I have opened since the passage of the Rail­
way Act last session. As soon as that measure 
passed, these selectors came to me, and said 
this: "You have done this. You have put a 
higher price on our land because you said it 
was probable that a railway would go to it, 
and yet you have pa,c.sed a measure through 
Parliament which .,"ill make us, although we 
have paid originally for the assumed enhance­
ment of the value of the land that that railway 
would confer upon it-you have passed a mea­
sure through Parliament that will make us pay 
on the value of the land as you proclaimed it 
open to selection, any loss that may be in­
eurrcd in the working of that line. In other 
words, you have made us pay twice over for 
the enhancement that that railway gives to 
our land." I had no answer, for it was per­
~ectly true. I have not done it anywhere else 
m the country, but I have done it there; and 
If I had allowed those particular areas of 
land, not large areas at all....:_ you might imagine 
t!'at I have been dealing with a whole country 
side, but there were only a few selections-if 
I had kept them at the values at which it was 
taken up, there could be no doubt 1 should 
have been doing an injustice to those people. 

Mr. LESINA: Did you evade the provisions 
of the Act? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Listen to the startled and aggrieved patriot! 
Do not be afraid that I have been infringing 
the provision of some Act of Parliament. 

Mr. LESINA: You have. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Let me tell the hon. member for Clermont 
that if I have ever infringed an Act of Parlia­
ment, it is not so ample an infringement as 
he himself has been capable of, and has per­
formed, as can be shown by the records of one 
of the Government departments. 

I\1r. LESINA: Is that a r,eply to my question? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
It is a pretty good reply. 

Mr. LESINA: So you think. It seems to me 
we have got a lot of snobbishness in you-all 
the snobbishness naturally dr.a wn from your 
convict grandfather. 

-;I'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Upon my word! I never expected to learn 
such interesting information about my gene­
alogy. (Laughter.) If I had a grandfather 
who was a convict, I should not think one 
iota the less of !nyself; but, as it happens, I 
have not a conviCt grandfather, nor any con­
vict at all in my lineage. I can say this for 
my grandfather: he has no reason to be 
ashamed of his grandson, and the hon. mem­
ber's progenitor cannot say that. (Laughter.) 
If the hon. gentleman will content himself, 
I hope to come to him directly. 

Mr. LESINA: I am always prepared to re­
ceive yon. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I hope the hon. member will not feel any 
jealousy if I am prepared to give undue atten­
tiou to his prospective colleague, the leader of 
the Opposition. I say this, that the leader of 
the Opposition would have clone exactly the 
same thing if he had been in my place. 

Hon. R. PHILP: I do not think so. It is only 
in your own electoraLe that this letter was 
written. You get it for us. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Yes; let me come to it at once. I do not think 
there were ten votes in the whole transaction. 
I do not think that in the .Tinghi .Tinghi re­
sumption, speaking offhand-I ought to have 
brought the papers down hero, hut I did not 
do it-there were a dozen men involved. 

Hon. R. PmLP: Still you wanted to build a 
raih1 ay to that place. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Do not be ridiculous. I do not believe three of 
those men had votes. They were Sontherners 
who had only recently come to the country, 
and I question whether three men were on 
the roll; and in regard to the other places, it 
was a small group of Queenslanders formed 
in some oountry near Moola Creek. I do not 
think there were more than five of them there. 
I really do not think I am wrong when I say 
that there were probably no more than seven 
or eight votes at the outside involved in the 
whole of the transaction. 

Hon. R. PHILP: And those people you asked 
to sign a petition to build a railway. 

The SECRETARYFORPUBLICLANDS: 
I never a'ked anything of the kind. 

Mr. LESINA: Your agent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Will the hon. gentleman hold his peace? 

Mr. LESINA: We have got you in a hole this 
time. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I will try to elucidate this matter as clearly 
as I can. I want to tell this Chamber-I think 
most hon. members will believe me--that the 
question of votes has had as much to do with 
the matter as a snap of the fingers in the 
whole transaction. I said there were no more 
than eight votes connected with it and I do 
not think there were more than fifteen selec­
tions affected. I do not believe more than ten 
of them, if as many, had votes in the matter. 
At all events, these men came to me several 
months before the elections were on, after the 
Railways Act was passed, and they pointed out 
the position they were m, and, as I tried to 
tell the House, I had no answer for them. 
The fact remained that these men had taken 
up their land immediately before that Act 
came in with the prospective value placed upon 
it from the anticipated proximity to a line, 
and at the same time that Act wonld make 
those people, on those prospective values, the 
proclaimed purchasing price, make up any 
loss there was in tl1e workmg of the line. 
They said, "You are simply handicapping in 
two directions." 

Hon. It. PHILP: Is that the only place m 
tho State where yon put that increase in 
price? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Oh, yes; these Southerners, of ','Vhom M~. 
Murphy was the agent-they use.d h;;n as ~heir 
mouthpiece-came to me and said, This Is an 
injustice." I went into it and said, "I recogn!se 
tr,at it is, and I am prepared to reduce the pnce 
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of your land." The Queensland group came to 
me in the same way, not through any agent, but 
direct, and pointed out t be Bame thing. I said, 
''Very well, I will reduce th0 price of your 
land,' and 1 did it, and the ler,ter which was 
written by 1\Ir. Murphy, which the hon. gentle­
man read out, was written, so far as it referred to 
the contPmplated reduction of land, at my sug­
gestion and with my approval, because he came 
to me about it, and I said, "Yes, you can tell 
them that I will red ne~' the price of their land," 
But the part at the end, to ask them to send in a 
petition for a railway, \vas not vvritten, I believe, 
at my req nest. Because, as a matter of fact, if I 
were to b1·ing forw :trd any matter in connection 
with my elu :torate I do not need a petition 
to do it ; I bring it up myself. I certainly 
did not need any petitiDn from constituents to 
say they want a rail way here or there-I am 
sufficiently conversant with the requirements of 
the district to know what is required without a 
petition, I tell this Chamber that I believe I 
did not authorise the writing of the letter so far 
as it suggested that a petition should be got up 
-so far as I am aware, at all events. Even if I 
had, there was no particular significance in it. 
But that was the reason why Induced the price 
of that land; and I re]Jeat a<J;ain, in the parti­
cular circumstance•, there is nobody in this 
Chamber who, standing in my shoes, would not 
have done the same thing. To have left that 
land at the price I proclaimed it open would 
have been a gross act of injustice. I leave that 
and come to the other charge of the ht>n. mem­
bet·, that I did wrong in having three railway 
surveyors at work in my electorate, 

Hon. R. PHILP: And during the election. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I think during the election only two. I think I 
am entitled to say only two, because the hon. 
gentleman charged me with three. After all, I 
have not really such a great numerical choice. If 
the hon. gentleman insists on three, I must really 
correct him and say there were only two. 

Mr. CAMPBELL: It was more advantageous to 
have them in that electorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I do not think the hon. member will think me 
unkind to him when I say thf\ t I do not think 
his electorate has any reason to look askance at 
me. 

Mr. CAMPBELL: \Ve are talking about the 
railway surveys now. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:'-IDS: 
No, abont public works. ·what is the principle 
observed on which we have hitherto built rail­
ways in this country? \Ve have generally built 
them either to establish connection with some 
assumed settlem-nt., or to open up a district that 
is partially settled, or-I hope this is not an 
ungenerous remark to make-I make it for the 
benefit of the leader of the Opposition-we build 
railways in order to give as,istance to the port 
that is at the head of''these railways. (Hear, 
hear!) One pri,eiplP we shall hrrve to introduce 
in regard to railway construction-and I say 
this with as much emph"sis as Inn, in order to 
impress it upon h )n. members-and I beli"ve 
that tho'e who have some knowledge of the 
remote Crown lands of this Statf', on whatever 
side of the Chamber they sit, will svmpathise 
with wbat I am g<Jing to say- I sn,y we 
must make a new departure in regard to 
the considemtions which have actuated us 
in regard to some of our rail way lines. \Ve 
must take care that we build railways not 
with regard to the people who may be at the end 
of that line-greater or less 'in numbers­
we must build lines not in regard to the sea­
port at the end of that line, in order tu bring 
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more commerce into it. \Ve must build rail­
ways in some districts, at all events, having 
reg11rd to the fact that there is creeping over 
those waste lands an in~idious and venomous 
vegetable pest which, in a very short time, will 
render thousands and thousands of square miles 
of our country abaolutely useless. If I put two 
rail way surveyors at work in my district­
because I know perfectly well that if we defer 
for only a few ye,rs the construction of railways 
in thme particular loc~,Jities affected, the fertile 
lands in those neighbourhoods will be ab,olutely 
lost to settlement-where are they? The first 
surveyor I put on was on a line from Chinchilla 
to Roma. Now, at the risk of wearying this 
House I will say this--

Hon. R. PHILP : That is the fourth line. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
No, no! In the month of J an nary last I was 

t.old of the J uandah leasehold, That 
[9 p.m.l W<1S an area of several hundred 

square miles of country lying be­
tween Miles, Chinchilla, and Taroom. The lease 
of it had recently-only two or three years ago­
been extended for about a quarter of a century 
by the Land Court. I was told there waR some 
good country up there, and I went up to look at 
ib. I heard it wae under lease-and if I may 
take thi-; House into my confidence-when I 
heard of that country being under lease, and the 
Lands Department could not get it, I had an idea 
of getting hold of some of it myself. I had a very 
good account of it, and the country was all that 
it was described to me, but I very soon saw 
there was going to be a conflict between my 
priva~e interests as an individual and my duty 
as Minister for Lands. I saw th>tt that country 
-excellent country that it was-beautiful soil 
and beautifnlgraBses-wasconntry with pear upon 
it, and country that, if we left it in the condition 
which the action of the Land Court had placed 
it in for four or five years longer, would pro­
bably hold ont no attraction whatever to small 
settlement, and I put aside at once any idea I 
had of clearing that country. I went to the 
lesBee, who is a member of this Chamber at this 
moment, and arranged with him to surrender 
a counle of hundred square miles of his leasehold 
in anticipation of settling groups there, and it is 
only right I should say he did so '?n the most 
liberal terms. I saw that country m January, 
and before six or eight weeks were over I had a 
Lands Departm,~nt surveyor upon _it, and ~ had 
a railway surveyor at work makmg a ra1lway 
survey, because I was determined, as I am deter­
mined now, that I would do as much as any 
Minister can do. to bring about, close settlement 
on that area of country, and I shall do what a 
Minister can Jo to make the settlement of that 
conntry possible and feasible, by giving them 
railway cornmnnication. I n1ay not ~mceeed, but 
at all events it was as clear as daYlight that it 
was my duty as r, l\Iinister to try and do t-hat, 
and there is now going on a railway survey from 
Chinchilla, which is in my electorate, but which 
survey soon gets into annther electorate, 

Hun. R. PH!LP : Then there are four lines. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLTOLANDS: 
There is " railway going on from tbat r)f>int to 
Chinchilla in my own distrJCt, and there 1s also 
a land sur~·ey11r on that area. I say, if I )1ad not 
seen it, it wonld still be under lease, wh1le now 
40,000 acre' have been surv-,•yed iutn. small lots 
in that distric~, and when I open the first of thatJ 
land, snme time next montb, tbere is a group 
from the South who will t·<ke up some 20.000 
or 30,000 acreP, ancl who, if they till their obliga· 
tions to me; and, if I have my way, I shall have 
many thousands of acres of tha,t. country settled, 
and, I think, favomable cond1t10ns gomg on to 
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check the growth of the pear. That settlement 
cannot prosper unless· a railway is built up to 
that locality. I may not succeed in getting that 
railway there. \Ve know the Minister for Lands 
is not the Cabinet; but I have no hesitation in 
saying I have done my duty. I have made n,y 
contribution towards getting it ; I have done all 
a Minister can do to lessen the risk of tha~ large 
area of good Crown lands going to the inevit­
able destruction that will overt.ake it, as surely 
as the sun will rise to-morrow, unless you put 
people on it to check the growth of the prickly 
pear. 

Hon. R. PHILP: You gave undue preference. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 

The leader of the Opposition, in order to take a 
party advantage and try and do me a little 
damage, flaunt" in my face my action in having 
the railway survey. Let him do it. I say before 
any <tUdience in Queensland I am prepared to 
justify my action; and, what is more, 1 am 
proud of it, because in doing what I did I made 
a new departure as Minister for Lands. I did 
not sit in my chair-I went to see country that 
the action of the Land Court had locked up for a 
quarter of a century, and six weeks after seeing 
it I had two surveyors on it. 

Hon. R. PHILP: All in yonr own electorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
The hon. member knows something of the coast 
of Queensland ; he knows something of the 
mining industry of Queensland, but he knows 
very little of the condition of the country fit 
for settlement to the west of the Darling Downs. 

Hon. R. PHILP: I know more about the 
country of Queensland than yon do. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The other railway was nn country to the 
south of Warra, on the Perth leasehold, and 
Weambilla, a locality which some Victorians 
inspected, and were ready to take up something 
like 200,000 acres in groups. They came to me 
and they said, " We are ready to go on to this 
country. \Ve will take it up at 10s. an acre in 
blocks of 1,200 acres, but we cannot stay here 
unless we get a railway." I said, "I cannot 
promise you a railway, but I will say this: I 
will get the land surveyed for you. You can 
form your groups and take it up. I will under­
take to have a railway line surveyed there for you. 
You must understand iu the clearest way that 
you go on to that land with no promise from me 
that a railway will be built." 

Hon. R. Pmr,p: That is the line off the St. 
George line. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I stated, "You must understand that, but I, at 
least, undertake to have the line surveyed for 
you." And I >till surveying it. That country 
lies some 40 miles, roughly speaking, to the 
south of Warra, and the first 15 miles are 
being utilised of the old survey of the line from 
Dalby to ~t. George, and then the route should 
go a little westward to tap this area. Whether 
that line will be built or not I do not know. 
I know this: that those men--

Mr. LESINA: You will not !:le there long 
enough to have it built. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA::\TDS: 
I know those men will go on to that country, and 
I also know unless they get some method of com­
munication, such as is provided by a railway, 
they will not make a success of that land. If a 
rail way is built there under the Act we have 
upon the statute-book, those men will make up 
any loss that occurs on the working of the line. 
If you listen to the taunts of the leader of the 
Opposition, one would imagine that in putting on 
these railway surveyors, I was endeavoLuing to 

work some little job, so to say, for the benefit of 
my constituency, at the expense of the public 
taxpayer. The hon. member knows perfectly 
well that on all railway" to be built after this the 
local benefited area will see that there is no loss 
to the public estate. 

Hon. R. PHILP : For how long? 

The SECRETARY :B'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
As long as this Gm ernment is in office, at all 
event>. I will not guar•ntee how long after the 
hon. member gets into office. 

Hon. R. PHILP: You will be the first man to 
remove the 3 per cent. 

TheSECRETARYFORPUBLIC LANDS: 
Do you think so ! 

Hon. R. PHILP: That is my opinion of you. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I may or I may not. You have been wrong 
before, and may be wrong again. The third 
line is a line branching off from the Dalby-Cattle 
Creek line towards a group of settlers some 7 or 
8 miles away. I promised those settlers that I 
would get that line surveyed, and I did. It is a 
short line, some 8 or 9 miles. That also will be 
built under the Guarantee Act of last session. 
Then there is an extension of the line from Bell 
towards J ondowaie. As a matter of fact, I do not 
think it is a line that is very likely to be con­
structed, at all events for •ome time, but it is a 
line the Railway Commissioner is much in 
favour of. In any case, it is of no great national 
importance. I can assure this House that the 
Chinchilla-Taroom line is one of the most neces­
sary lines in the country if you are going to 
preserve the hundreds of thousands of acres of 
some of our best land' from destruction. 

Mr. LESINA : Cau you mention any Minister 
in any other Government who had four railway 
surveys at one time in his own electorate? You 
have worked the political oracle all right. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
I should like now to make some comments with 
reference to the remarks that fell from the hon. 
member for Clermont, and I shall be glad if he 
will give me his attention. 

Mr. LESINA : That is all you will get from me. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
During his remarks he read-and he said he did 
it for the purpose of getting it into Hansard­
some extr,acts from his election address to the 
electors of Clermont. It is a long extract, and 
it is composed chiefly of denunciations of myself. 
I must, therefore, state that those denunciations 
are based on a misconception of facts. 

1'Ir. LESINA: That is in reference to the Land 
Court. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Yes, very largely in regard to that, but I cannot 
de,tl with the whole of it. The hon. member 
mid-

During 1905 this bungling :Minister attempted to 
amend the La.nd Aet in the direction of compelling 
pa.storalists antl selectors to pay increased rents on 
account of their improvements. This will give the 
selectors and pastoralists of this electorate an idea of 
the kind of man l\ir. Bell is when he is aL home. The 
Land Act provides that in the appraisement of rent any 
increase in valne arising from the tenants' own im­
provements should not be assco;sed-an eminently juflt 
principle-yet l\Ir. Bell tried to subvert this principle. 
He inserted it in the Bill. but the Legislative Council 
threw it out. Any select0r or pastnralist who votes for­
a Kidston candidate with this knowledge in his posses­
sion deser\'es any evil that may befall him hereatter­
shonlcl Bell continue in office. Lqstly, lt is well known 
that if Lhe Government get back with a majority the 
Land Court will have to go. 

I venture to say thaG if I came down to this 
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House with a propo~al for the abolition of the 
Land Court, I should get the support of the 
majority of hon. nH'Inhers sitting on the cro:~s 
benches opposite; and the hon. member for Cler­
mont, if he will permit me to remind him of it, 
having given a written as~urance in exact termR 
that he would obey party discipline, WJn!d have 
to obey the wishes of the majority of his party, 
and vote accordingly. 

Mr. LESINA : He would do notning of the sort. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Very well, then he might be in imminent danger 
of being kept out of the party. 

Mr. LESINA: I can get in without having three 
railways surveyed in my electomte. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I only hope that such a calamity as ejection may 
not overtake the hon. member; but I venture 
to say that if his party are going to take a certain 
line of action, the hon. member will have to abide 
by their decision. 

Mr. LESINA: He will have to do nothing of the 
kind. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
Very well. Let me now put before this Cham­
ber some statements in regard to this completely 
baseless and unprincipled assertion which was 
made by the hon. member in May last before the 
electors of Clermunt. The statement that I en­
deavoured in the Land Act of 1805 to bring 
about amendments which would make the 
conditions of tenure for either pastoral le~sees 
or grazing farmers more difficult is a fic­
tion. In the 1884 Land Act there is a provision 
which enacts that in assessing rent the Land 
Court shall assume that there is a rea~onable 
expenditure upon improvements in order to make 
the land under lease available fnr pastoral work. 
In the 1897 Act, the principal Act, that particu­
lar subsection was omitted. I forget at this 
moment how it came to be omitted, but the Land 
Court have a! ways acted in their decisions on 
the assumption that those words were there, and 
a representative of the pastoral lessees in court 
admitted in a controvery that took place between 
him and the Crown counsel that it must of course 
be assnmec! that those words were retained, 
otherwise if the c mrt deliberately acted upon the 
view that thoee words were not there we should get 
this extraordinary position in connection with the 
Land Court, that a run---take the first instance 
that occurs to me-like \Vellshot, a magnificent 
are:t of country with no natural water, would 
be assessed by the Land Court on its value as a 
waterle--s area, which, of course, iR not worth the 
snap of a finger. But the Land Court have been 
wise enough never to construe the section in that 
way; they have always assumed that the 
country wben taken up is to be a"s"''"ed on the 
supposition that there is a reasonable expenditure 
on water improvements in order to make a vast 
area with rich natural grasses available for stock. 
I stated before that, acting on the advice of the 
permanent officials and the Crown counsel--the 
Crown counsel chiefly, because he told me the 
dilemma he was in owing to those words not 
being in the Act, 'tnd asked me to insert them-I 
proposed to put them in the Act. I can 
assure this Chamber that the insertion of the 
words would not have had the effect of a 
snap of the finger on the as.;essrnent of 
rent, because the arguments before the Land 
Court would have gone on just the same, and 
the decision of the Land Court would have been 
arrived at on the comrnnn-senFe as:5un1ption 
that such a condition was implied. -When I 
proposed to insert those words in the 1905 Bill, 
thc; Chamber was with me and I carried my pro­
posal, but it was thrown out by the Upper 
House. Yet, because of that proposal, the hon. 
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member for Clermont, in his desire to damage 
me and to damage the Government, in order to 
curry favour with the grazing-farmer electors, 
and more particularly the pesturallessees, in his 
electorate, tried to make them believe that I 
sought to place that amendment in the Bill with 
the sinister desire of getting more rent out of them. 
I have given the House the reason for that pro­
posal, and all I can say is that anyone who 
knows the facts will not acquiesce in such a 
suggestion as that made by the member for 
C!ermont. The hon. member succeeded by this 
baseless aseertion in gaining support, because I 
believe as a matter of fact that on@ of the largest 
pastoral lessees in tbat neighbourhood announced 
that he proposed to support the hon. member. 
\Vhether he did so or not, I do not know. But I 
Hhould like the democrats of Queensland to know 
that the manager of one of the biggest pastoral 
properties in Queensland announced that he 
would support the hon. member. 

Hon. R. PHILP : Did that hurt you? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Upon my word, it seems as if this alliance 
between the hon. member for Clermont and the 
leader of the Opposition would take place much 
earlier than I anticipated. However, the hon. 
member succeeded by his base blandishments 
in seducing the votes and support of the general 
manager of the largest pastoral company in 
Queensland. I should like the denizens of those 
bil!:tbongs to which the hon. member periodically 
makes r. ference in his speeches to know that 
their representative, the true-blooded rlemocrat of 
Queensland, had the support of the biggest pastoral 
lessee in his district. It has also been sugge+<ted 
that I endeavoured to intimidate the L:tnd Court. 
How could a single Minister intimidate three 
men who :tre as safely entrenched as the mem­
bers of the Land Court? They are not like 
ordinary civil servants; they can only be 
removed from office by a vote of both Houses, 
and they can snap their fingers-as they have 
done-at anything I can do. I should be sorry 
that anyone for a moment should be induced to 
believe-by the baseless assertions made by the 
hon. member for Clermont-that I have ever 
been wanting in respect for the three gentlemen 
who constitute the Land Court. Such is not the 
case. They are three men whom I respect in the 
higheo<t de~ree. But I do say, and I have said­
possibly I ought not to ha Ye said, but no man 
who has administered the Lands Department 
of Queensland could he! p feeling some indig­
nation in the matter, or possibly prevent 
himself giving vent to his indignation-but 
I do say that I, representing the people of 
Queensland, who, next to His Majesty the King, 
are the owners of the Crown lands of this 
State, should see that when we lease coun­
try we get a fair rent-the best rent going 
that people are ready to pay for the lease of that 
land. The land revenue plays a tremendous part 
in the financing of this country annually, and if 
we are going to diminish the land revenues of 
Queensland we have got to turn round to some -
other source' in order to make up the deficit, 
if you are going to carry on the government in 
the same way, or else you have to curtail the 
expense~ of government in some othBr respect. 
I look upon our Urown lands as :t tremendous 
asRet in carrying on the government of the coun­
try, and in my opinion the ideal way of ad~inis­
tering those Crown lands is to get the h;ghest 
revenue it is possible to get from them, com­
patible with the maximum of successful selec­
tion. I have never subscribed, and never will 
subscribe, to that doctrine that we are to give 
our Crown lands away indiscriminately, and let 
the people have " hnrry-skurry to get on to 
them. I hold that we should take care that we, 
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as the commuity which own those lands, should 
get the best revenue we can out of thPm com­
patible with securing the maximum of settlement 
upon them, and that. has been my policy. I 
found country being taken under le"tse for a long 
term of years under the arbitrament of the Land 
Court at rents which I felt, if I had the fixing of 
the rent under mv own direction, as I have 
under the 1902 Act, werA not as high as I should 
have obtained. Under the 1902 Act I can make 
a lease myself and fix my own rent, and I felt I 
should have got a far higher rent for the c.JUntry 
than was fixed by the Land Court. l'osc;iblv I 
was indiscreet in not concealing my indignatwn 
more. At all events, I gave vent to it, but in 
giving vent to it I never made a reflection 
individuaily upon the integrity or, if you 
will, the capacity of the three men who form 
that Land Court, and I venture to ,say they 
know that perfectly well themselve<. l ,have 
alluded to section 15 of the Act of 1902. That is 
a provision which enables me to fix my own 
terms of lease and to fix my own rent in regard 
to certain runs. The hon. member for Cler­
mont's electorate is the centre of a large pastoral 
district. I recollect the hon. member for 
Clermont, the ses<i,m before last, charging me 
explicitly in thi' Chamber with having a large 
area of pastoral land in his district unleased, 
lying idle, simply because I did not know my 
business as a Land Minister, and asked too 
high a rent for the lease of that country. 

:Mr. LESIXA : Hear, he~r ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

The hon. member <nnfirrns that reminiscence. I 
mentioned at the time that the reason why that 
country was lying idle was not because I was 
asking too high a rent, but simply because there 
was no demand for it, there was not stock 
enough in the country ; and I stated that I was 
of opinion that the country would be taken up as 
soon as stock got more numerous. That was the 
session before bst. \V hat has happened since? 
I have a return here showing the land ap)Jlied 
for under section 15, which gives me power to fix 
the term of a lease and the rental for the first 
period of the leaee. This return shows the area 
of land taken up under that section from lsb 
July, 1905, to 30th June, 1907, in the Leichhardt 
and a portion of South Kennedy. 

Hon. R. PHILP: There is no other way of 
getting a lease of that kind. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Of course there is no other way of getting a 
lease, but the hnn. member for Clerrnont stated 
that the land was lying idle because I charged 
too much rent for it. 

Hon. R. PHILP: There is plenty of land lying 
idle yet. 

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIOLANDS: 
I am dealing specifically with the charge of the 
hon. member for Clermont, and when any other 
member comes forward with any particular 
charge- when the leader of the Opposition speci­
fies a "particular district-l will deal with that 
charge, and I believe I can deal just as effect.ively 
with such a charge in l'espect to any other dis­
trict as in re,pect to the district for Clermont. 
In connection with the Leichhardt district, and 
th<tt part of the Snnth Kennedy district which is 
within a reasonable distance of Clermont, I find 
that from the beginning of 1905 t<, the 30th 
June this year there has been taken np an area of 
5,634 square miles, at an annual rental of £4,670. 
I did not reduce my price one iota for the land in 
the hon. member's district. If anything, I 
raised it, an::\ I got an area of country taken up 

which he accused me of having idle 
[9.30 p.m.] because I asked too much for it. 

With all respect to the Land Court, 
I may say that the best lands in Queensland are 

under their jurisdiction; and, if you draw a com­
parison between the rents which I fixed under 
section 15 and the rents fixed by the Land Court 
on the better runs, you will find that, J get propor­
tionately a better price for the community than 
the Land Court. Another statement made by 
the hon. member for C!ermont was that over 
£1,000 a m·mth i< being paid away in commis­
sion to private land agents for settling Austra­
lians in other States in Queen;) and. There is 
not a word of truth in that. I find that the 
number of person< outside the office who have 
been acting as agents in the other States for the 
Lands De;mrtment is thirty-one. The total 
amount paid to 30·h .Tune last from the begin­
ning of 1903 i< £5,047. The number of settlers 
introducer! for wht>rn cornmi,sion has been paid 
is 649. The ar0l of land Re]ec"ed totals 585,000 
acres in round figure,, and the total purchasing 
pnce amounts to £376,000. The return from 
which I quote these figures will be in the hands 
of hon. members in a few days. Therefore the 
statement made by the hon. member for Cler­
mont is without any foundation in fact. 

Mr. LESIXA: I under.;tand that £1,000 was 
paid in one month-about the el.~ction month. 
The Con1'icr said so in a leading article. 

TheSECRETARYFOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I do not believe it WM; but, supposing it was, 
does that warrant the hon. member in saying 
that we are p tying £1,000 a month? 

Mr. LESINA: I will admit the statement is a 
bit loose. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR PUBL TO LANDS : 
That shows the subterfuges to which irreo.pon· 
sponsible-I s11ppose I must not say unscrupulous 
-politicians resort in order to win a seat in Par­
liament. 

J\1r. LESIXA: There was an attack made on the 
Lanll Court in the last Annual Report uf the 
:j:,ands Dep,trtment. Didn't you pen that? 

'rhe :SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
There is no mure efficient U nrler Secretary in the 
whole of An .tralia than the Under Secretary for­
Lands. He i J an official of w horn any public 
service should be prond. 

HoxoGRABLE JVIE~IBERS: Hear, hear! 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Any man who meets him must come to that 
Conclusion instioctivPJy, and to sugg-est that r~ 
influence his reports in one iota iR to show an 
uttr~r ignorance of the rnan. The Under Secre­
tary draws up his own reports, and I cerLainly 
do not influence what he writes in the way the 
hon, member suggests. 

::\Ir. LESINA : Then he is responsible for the 
attack ? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Before I sit down I would like to say one or 
two sentences· about the svstem nf land agents. 
The genesis of the system is this : I had "n area 
of country, and I hope the leader of the Opuosi­
tion will forgive me when I make the confecsion 
that i\ was in my own electorate-the Logie 
Plains leasehold-

Hon. R. PHILP : \Vhere all this business has 
been done rnusr.Iy. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
If the hon. member says that, he shows a great 
deal of ign:)ranc 1 in the diRcha.rge of his duties as 
leader of the Oppn6ition in regard to what is 
going on in land settlement. I had an area there 
of brigalow scrub, good soil, but it had no 
attrac· inn for people in Queensland. They 
turned up their noses at it. I knew it was good 
country, and I endeavoured to find out whether 
I could not get it brought before people in the· 
other States. Through the assistance of an old 
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Victorian now living in Queensland, I was told 
about Mr. Murphy, who lived near Ararat. I 
was told that he was a man who made it his busi­
ness to cut up and settle eRtates in Victoria. I 
went down to Victoria and saw Mr. Murphy, 
and described this country to him. I told him 
the price-10s. an acre-our usual long terms ; 
and I a],o told him-although this did not come 
directly within my province as. :Minister-of the 
Wyobie I~state in that district, which the leader 
of the Opposition omitted to purchase. 

Hon. R. PHILP: Why did not you purchase 
it? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I hope I shall be allowed to make my speech 
without interruptions. The result of my inter­
view with Mr. Murphy was that he said, "From 
your descriptions, I believe I shall be able to get 
those Crown lands settled, and I beiieve a 
syndicate can be brought about to purchase 
Wyobie." Both those things happened. \Vyohie 
w~s bought by a Victorian syntlicate, and I 
thmk 80 per cent. of those Crown buds-aggre­
gating some 4fl,OOO acres of brigalow scrub--was 
taken up by Victorian or Southern settlers. I 
then made an arrangement with Mr. Murphy 
that WA should adopt that pl"•Cess with other 
areas. [ had the Land Acts passed which 
enabled me to do it under the gronp system; 
and Mr. 1Iurphy has acted for us in Victoria 
-not exclusively; but he hns been our chief 
agent there, and he has dolJe his work admir­
ably. Soon afterwards, when this system began 
to be known, a distinguished member of the 
Opposition, whom I do not see in his place 
opposit,,, brought Mr. Pnlsford to me-a gentle­
man well connectetl in the South-a son of 
Senator Pulsford-a man of good businecs repu­
tation. He proposed that he should act as our 
agent in New S•JUth \Vales. He i" a man who 
has done a lot of advertising as a business man. 
\Ve rrwde arrangen1ents vdLh birn al!3o in regard 
to agency work; and I tell this Chamber, in 
the most emphatic way that I can command, 
that this gentleman has done his work excel­
lently, n.nd any man in the Lands Department 
who has been brought into contact with him­
certainly the two Under Secretaries-will sub­
scribe to what I am saying-that he is a good 
business man, and that he does his work wilh 
perfect honesty and in a most satisfactory way. 

'*I regret Yery much that for s >me reaRon-the 
worthines' of which, of conr.~e, I shall not for a 
moment impugn-a leading newspaper in this 
city has deemed it in con·,,onance with its duty 
to attack hm1 and also myself-which I suppose 
is legitimate enough-in connection with the fact 
that he is our agent in New South \Vales. 
I will go into that matter a good deal more in 
detail on the Estimates; hut I want to •ay now 
that, from my experience of the Lands Depart­
ment, iYir. Pulsford has done most excellent and 
satisfactory work. In regard to our relations 
generally with agents, there we learn by expe­
rience. I an1 modifying now the terrns on which 
they were originally appointed-the percentage, 
for example-and the commis,;ion is smaller. I 
admit at once, like anybody e1se, that one gets 
ex)Jerience in these things as you go along, and 
you learn where you c:1n make better arrange­
ments. But I claim this credit-and I suppose 
that a man is entitled to claim credit when he 
gets a lot o£ ble.ckguarding from one nmrce and 
another-I started this thing in Queensland, and 
it has been a rattling good thing for the country 
to inaugurate this sy;tem of agents to get men 
to come into the country. (Hear, hear!) And 
when I go out of office in connection with the 
Lands Department my memory will be per­
petuated in connection with the system of 
agents to send selectors here. 

[Hon. J. T. Bell. 

Mr. LESINA: You will be known as the mem­
ber for Pnlsford, or the member for Murphy and 
Pulsford. 

Mr. BLOCKSIDGE: \Vhat percentage is paid? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Two per cent. 

Mr. LESINA : Did they get a couple of thou­
saud altngether? 

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICLANDS: 
The percentage to Nlr. Pulsford, to start with, 
was 3 per cent. It is now 2 per cent., and I 
have reduced Mr. Murphy, on the land taken up, 
to 1 per cent. or 1~ per cent. I ought to say 
how it i" paid. One part is paid when the first 
year'" rent is paid, and the other part is paid 
when the second year'" rent is paid. 

Mr. BLOCKSIDGE: On any n.rea taken up? 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC LANDS: 
70 per cent. of it is for agricultural farms. The 
maximum area is 1,280 acres, and the average 
price is, s.q, 12s. Sume may get 15-<. and £1, 
but the bulk of it is 10s. But in any arrange­
ments I make in the future, learning from ex­
perience, I shn.ll only pay a commission of 1 per 
cent. {Hear, hear!) 

l\lr. \VHITE : That is very cheap. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Very cheap. I do not know that you could do 
better business. I want to tell this House that 
the confusion that has arisen with regard to this 
matter, and the difficulties that always cr~•p up 
in systems like this, is in regard to the local agents 
followiug the selector. One man in the South is 
responsible for sending the selectors up to 
Queensland, and then another agent-or some 
local agents-may be responsible for putting 
them on'tbat particular area of Crown lands; and 
in a matter of that kind a confusion-dispute, if 
you like-arises as to the allocation of comn1ission. 
But I may say that I have only had confusion or 
dispute on the part of one agent in Queensland, 
and that incident is the basis, I can assure you, 
on which oue of the leading daily journals makes 
a text for its criticisms. 

Mr. LESINA: \Vhy cmnot you get it done in 
your own otlice? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I will go more into detail in these matters when 
we get on to the J£stimates. Generally speak­
ing, the prospects for land settlement are in a 
good state generally, and of the brightest in 
Queensland. Of course they ought to be at the 
present time. \Ve have got an unprecedented 
conjunction of beneticial factors at work making 
for the development of this State. Never before 
have we had such a conjunction. I suppose the 
most prosperous periods prior to thiH were 1871, 
1872, and 1873, the years that immediately 
succeeded the Franco-Prussian war. In those 
year> we had good seasons, and Queensland 
was then more exclusively, in rE<gard to her 
industries, a pastoral country than it is to-day. 
'vV e had good seasons and good prices for 
wool, and these were the chief factors 
that made for the prosperity of tho>e re­
markable years. But at this period Queens· 
land is less exclusively a pastoral country. 'vVe 
have not merely good prices for wool, but we 
have good prices for sheep-for fat sheeep­
ap~rt from their wool. That was not the case 
in 1871. \Ve have also good prices for fat 
bullocks. We have also got the dairymg industry 
at work, and, to boot, we have also got the good 
seasone, and they form such a conglomeration of 
beneficial factorH as is without precedent in the 
history of our State. It would be a very strange 
thing if our land settlement did ;not go forward 
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under such an regis as that. I want to say as 
Minister for Lands-and I am now getting back 
to thP points on which the leader of the Opposi­
tion jibes at me, but I am on the safe grounds of 
the administrator who knows what he is talking 
about, while he is on the shifting quicksands of 
rumour and uncertainty-if you are going to get 
land settlement to continue in Queensland, as it 
has been in the last two or three years, you will 
have to put your Minister fer Lands and your 
Lands Department in a position to supply land to 
those who want it-it might either be a demand 
from the South or even in Queemland itself, to say 
nothing of that demand overseas from Europe­
and you will hltve to build railways, and bnild 
them right and left. 

Hon. R. PHILP: In the Dalby electorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
In the Dalby electorate distinctly you will have 
to build them, and I hope that the leader of the 
Opposition, the le>tder of those representative 
Queenslanders-those excellent men -who are 
sitting round him, is not going to be influenced 
by such a pettv contemptible spirit that he is 
going to say, "We will not build r.,ilways there 
because they are in the electorate of a political 
opponent." I know that if he does take up such 
a contemptible stand as that--

Hon. R. PHILP : You are more contemptible 
than I am. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBL lC LANDS : 
If he is going to take up such a petty 'tand I 
am sure it will not be reflected in those sitting 
around him. 

Hon. R. PHILP: How many railway surveys 
are going on at the present time? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIU LANDS: 
You will have to bnild rail ways in the Dalby 
electorate. 

Hon. R. PHILP: That is what we complain 
about. 

The SJWRETARY J!'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
If you do not do it, you will miss the best 
moment that you wiil have of getting the people 
on the land, for it is as certain as that the sun 
will rise to-morrow that the opportunity of get­
ting people to settle on the lrtnd is not going to be 
a perennral or a permanent opp<)rtunity. You 
well know that many things occur in Queensland 
periodically, and a few years hence the land in 
Queenshnd way be under the influence of a 
drought or other disadvantageous conditions. 
We may fmd that people are prepared to go to 
another part of the world for a field for their in­
dustrial en·crgy-people who at the present timE>, 
we know, will come here if we provide the land. 
I am providing it as fast as I can. I am g.Jing 
to the limit of my authority, and you must build 
railways if you want to open up f~esh av· uues of 
settlement. If you do not, your land settlement 
w1ll end now. 

Mr. G. P. BARBER : There is plenty of land 
in the Burnett. 

Mr. LESINA: There is land everywhere else, 
but you only send them to the Dalby district. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I have no doubt there are several points on 
which I would have liked to have spoken, which 
have escaped my notice, but I will refer to them 
at a later staQ"e, either on the E <timates, or 
when an opportunity presents itself more appro­
priately-I think on the Estimates. One thing 
I will say before I sit down. It was in reference 
to a remark-an ungenerous remark-from the 
leader of the Opposition. 

Hon. R. PHILP: You have been doing that 
all night. 

TheSECRETARYFOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I do not think I h~ve made any ungenerous 
remarks to the hon. gentleman-any references 
to him have been rather in the nature of a 
regret thc.t when he speaks in this Houss he does 
himself >uch injustice. He said in regard to 
the public estate improvement fund that we 
were only showing consideration to our own 
electorates. Now he has only got to turn to the 
hon. member on his right. 

Hon. R. PHILP : I did not mention that fund 
at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
He has only to turn to the hon. member for 
Mackay. 

HoN. R. PHILP (rising): I did not mention 
that. fund at all. The Minister is drawing on 
his imagination now. 

The PREMIER: Is this a point of order, or 
what? 

HoN. R. PHILP: You are always disorderly. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
A personal exrl«nation ought always to be pre· 
faced by the statement that it is "' personal ex· 
planation. 

Hon. R. Pmr.P : Mind your own business. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
We are so situated in Parliament in the matter 
of procedure, that other people's business is our 
business. 

Hon. R. PHILP : I never mentioned the fund 
at all. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Somebody did. At all events, the hon. member 
said we onlyc,rried ont public works in our own 
electorates. I say that is not correct. And not 
merely the hon. member on his right, but the 
hem. member sitting behind him-the hon. senior 
member for Mackay-will be able to make some 
refutation of that, and admit that in his district 
this Government have undertaken a great public 
work. I do not wish to harp upon it. 

Hon. R. PHILP : I never hear of it. 

The SECRETARY J!'Oll PUBLIC LANDS: 
We are doing a public work. 

Mr. PAGET: I told you that I would. 

TheSECRETARYFORPUBLICWORKS: 
Did you? 'l'he hon. gentleman, at all events his 
own supporkrs, did not do ;omething else that 
they might have done, and that was to give the 
candidate running in the intereRt of the Govern­
ment who is carrying out that work a fair show. 

Hon. R. PHILP : Where is that? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
At Mackay. It is a deplorable fact that 
although tlns Government are carrying ont that 
public work-a work which the pe<>ple of :iYiackay 
have been longing to see ex9cuted for years­
when the candidate of this Government got up 
in Jl.1al'kay to addrees the elector;, and explained 
the policy of this Administration, the local papers 
which supported the hon. senior member for 
Mackay declined to report his speech-declined 
to discharge the ordinary fnnctions of an im­
partial new; paper-unlesq they were specially 
paid for it. 

Mr. PAGET: That had nothing to do with me. 

Hon. J. T. Bell.] 
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The SECRETARY FORPUBLICLAND:S: 
Except thi~: that the hon. member represPnto 
the electorate where such things are possible; 
that b the only thing-. 

Mr. 'WHITE: Did you expect the Government 
candida'e to be teturned because they expended 
some money there? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Our expectations with regard to the expenditure 
of money <tre not half so canny or sanguine as 
those of the hon. member, with his natural 
characteristics fuliy employed when an under­
taking of that kind is in progress. Anything 
which I have omitted now I will try and say 
later on. All I can say is that, general y speak­
ing-I know the lwn. gentleman won't like to 
hear it-generally speaking, land matters are in 
a satisfactory state. 

Hon. R. PHILP : I am glad to hear it. 
The SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC LANDS: 

Things are going on well. Despite all those 
wonderful fignres which the hon. gentleman 
quoted at the election, more people are going on 
the land than before ; and far mote care is being 
taken to make the land ready for them than 
ever before. I only hope, with eYery other 
patriotic Quecnslander, that the Administration 
which is able to bring abuut such a successful 
consummation may long rem>tin on the Treasury 
benchee to c<trry out its good work. 

HoNOUHABLE J\1E:IJBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. PA ULL: I beg to move the adjournment 

of the debate. 
Question put and paosed. 
The resumption of the dehate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 
The House adjourned at two minutes to 10 

o'clock. 

C onveyanctng Bill. 




