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Questions.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

TrEsDAY, 11 DECEMBER, 1906.

The SeraARER (Hon. Sir A. 8. Cowley, Herbert) -

took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

QUESTIONS.
REpOrT OF CONFERENCE OF PREMIERS.

Mr. PLUNKETT (A4lbert) asked the Premier,
without notice—

1. Has the report of the conference of Premiers ard
leaders of Opposition of the different States, held recently
in Melbourne, on federal administration, been yet re-
ceived ¥

2, If so, will the report be discussed this session?

3. Failing discussion in the House, will he furnish
the report to the Press for publication¥

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Kidston, Rock-
hampton) replied—

The report has been received. T regret that it is too
Iate to discuss the matter in the House this session, but
I lay it on the table, so that it may be distributed
among hon. members.

[11 DecrmsEz.]
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Birrs or SarLE AcT aND INSOLVENCY ACT.

Hon. E. B. FORREST (Brisbane North)
asked the Attorney-General—
‘When is it the intention of the Government to

introduce Bills to amend the Bills of Sale Act and the
Insolvency Act?

The PREMIER replied—

The Government has not yet decided upon these
matters.

PAPERS.

The following papers, laid on the table, were
ordered to be printed :—-

(1) Report for the Government of Queens-
jand upon the utilisation of the power
of the Barron Falls, by William Corin.

(2) Regulations under the Income Tax Acts.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.

The PREMIER moved—

That so mueh of the Standing Orders be suspended,
{or the remainder of this session, as would otherwise
prevent the receiving of resolutions from the Com-
mittees of Supply and Ways and 3Means on the same
day on which they shall have passed in those Com-
mittees, and the passing of Bills through all their stages
in one day.

Hox. R. PHILP (Townsuville) : I called *“Not
formal’ to this motion in order to find out what
Bills the Government intend to pass through
under suspension of the Standing Orders. The
Home Secretary has a notice on the paper for
the intreduction of a Bill to amend the Local
Authorities Act, Is he going to put that
through this session ?

The HoME SECRETARY : I shall explain in a
moment.

Hon., R. PHILP: The House is entitled to
know what Bills are to be passed.

Mr. MACARTNEY (Tvowong): I think it is
only a fair thing at this stage ot the session that
the Government should state what Bills they
have for presentation to the House; also,
whether the Bill to amend the Local Authorities
Act is one of any extent. It would be unreason-
able at this time to ask the House to go through
a long measure.

The HoME SECRETARY : We are not going on
with it.

Question put and passed.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

Mooy WITHDRAWN.

On the notice of motion—

That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve
1tself into a Committee of the Whole to consider of the
desirableness of introducing a Bill to amend tke Local
Authorities Act of 1902 in certain particulars, and for
other purposes consequent thereon—

being called,

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. P. Airey,
Flinders) said: With the permission of the
House, 1 beg to withdraw this motion, as there is
no time to go on with the Bill this session. I
had hoped to be able to get it as far as the first
reading, so that hon. members might have an
opportunity of reading and criticising it.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon.P. direy.}
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DALBY TO CATTLE CREEK RAILWAY
DISTRICT BILI.

THIRD READING.

On_the motion of the SKCRETARY FOR
RAILWAYS (Hon. D. . Denham, Oxley), this
Bill was read a third time, passed, and ordered
to be sransmitted to the Legislative Council, by
message in the usual form.

LANDS FOR CLOSER SETTLEMENT
SPECIAL PURCHASE BILL.
THIRD READING.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. D. ¥. Denham, Oxley),
this Bill was read a third time, passed, and
ordered to be transmitted to the Legisiative
Council, by message in the usual form.

SUCCESSION BILL.
THIRD READING.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
AGRICULTURE, this Bill was read a third
time, passed, and ordered to be returned to the
Legislative Council, by message in the usual
form,

JOINT COMMITTEES.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Legislative Counell, inviting
the concurrence of the Assembly in a resolution
to the effect that the Buildings, Refreshment-
rooms, and Library Committees should continue
their functions during the recess.

On the motion of the PREMIER, a message
was ordered to0 be returned to the Legislative
Council, intimating the concurrence of the
Assembly in their resolution.

SUPPLY.
REeorprioN oF RESOLUTIONS.

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES {Mr.
Jackson, Kennedy) reported the resolutions passed
in Committee of Supply, covering the Trust and
Special Fund and Loan Fund Estimates,

The resolutions were read at length by the
CLERK.

The TREASURER wmoved that the resolu-
tions be agreed to.

Question put and passed.

REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS.
* Mr. MACARTNEY (Zoowong), in moving—

That, in the opinion of this House, it is desirable
that the State be forthwith distributed into electoral
districts upon the basis of the quota of electors ascer-
tained by dividing the whole number of electors in the
State by the number of members, with such reasonable
margin of allowance as shall be specified, and for the
return by each such district of a member or memnbers
in accordance with such quota, in accordance with the
policy of the Government as expressed to the electors in
1904, and subsequently expressed by the late Premier,
the Honourable Arthur 3organ, during the debates in
connection with the alteration of the Iranchise and the
Elections Act—

said : When this motion was put on the business-
paper some weeks ago and I was prevented from
moving it through the fact that the time devoted
to private members’ business was taken away
from us, I understood the Premier to say that

{Hon. D. F. Denham.
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we would have an opportunity fo discuss the
question in the form of a Bill for the redistribu-
tion of seats. I am rather surprised that the
Bill up to this time has not been forthcoming,
and that we are not now ina position to deal
with the question. The passage of this resolu-
tion at this late hour of the session can be
of very little use, inasmuch as it cannot be
foliowed by any legislation. If the Premier had:
allowed me to discuss the motion at an earlier
period of the session, and if a wote had been
taken upon it, we might have had legislation
according to the result of that vote. That
opportunity, however, has been denied to me,
aund the passing of this resolution will prac-
tically be of no value beyond assisting to air
the question. We have arrived now at prac-
tically the last session of the Parliament, and it
looks as if we were going into recess without
dealing with the question at all. We may not
meet again before a new election takes place,
which means that we have to go upon the elec--
toral rolls as they now stand, with all their
glaring inequalities; and the Government as at
present constituted, although under different
leadership, has not given full effect to its policy
of electoral reform as laid down by Mr. Morgan
in 1904, and subsequently laid down and extended
in speeches made by him in connection with the-
Franchise Bill and the Electoral Bill passed in
the sessions of 1904 and 1905. I think it is to
be regretted that the hon. gentleman did nos
give full effect to his policy as outlined by him,.
because at the present time we have only a
portion of it in force, which operates unfairly.
It was pointed out during the debates that
unless the hon. gentleman consented to some
provision in the Franchise Act compelling the
passing of the remainder of the reform, the pro-
babilities were that we would get oue portion of
the reform, and that for years the remainder
would be delayed. It was pointed out that that
would be a gross act of political treachery ; but,
notwithstanding that, the hon. gentleman said
he was sincere about his promise. [he years 1905
and 1906 have passed, and we have had no fulfil-
ment of the promise, and, as far as one can see,
there will be no alteration in the electoral repre-
sentation before the general election. In moving
this resolution it is incumbent on me to show
that the matter I am dealing with was a part of
Mr. Morgan’s policy, and that it was also pro-
mised by him at various times during the years
1904 and 1905. The following are extracts from
Mr. Morgan’s opening speech delivered at War-
wick in 1904. He said—

T think it is highly desirable that the franchise
should be assimilated to that of the Commonwealth.
The Govermmnent, therefore, if they secure a majority
at the polls, will submit the guestion for decision as
early as possible. Associated with this will be an
electoral machinery Bill, designed to afford facilities
to qualified electors to secure and retain their votes. A
further measure belonging to the same group will deal
with the gquestion of a reduction of members and the
redistribution of seats. Redistribution of seats
is necessary. It is seventeen years since the last
Redistribution Bill was passed, and anomalies have
crept into existence in the meantime, owing to the
altered distribution of population: these ought to be
corrected. While dealing with this subject, the oppor-
tunity will be convenient for dealing with the subject
of reduction of members of the Assembly.

Then he said—

If the Government weve returned to power they
would refer this to the people, and take action on their
decision.

That was the policy of Mr. Morgan, which was
endorsed by the Morganite party and by the
Labour party, who went to the country in:
coalition with Mr. Morgan. Later on, when
the Governor’s Speech of 1904 was delivered,.
Mr. Morgan used the fcllowing words on the
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Address in Reply. They are to be found on
page 29 of Hanserd of 1904—

If Parliament passes a measure which in effect declares
that it no longer represents the people, then it is the
duty of that pParliament to get to the people at the
earliest possible moment. That is well understood, and
if we passed a Bill and took a referendum of the people
which resulted in a decision by the people that the con-
stituencies should be altered as to their bonndaries and
redneed as to their representation, then it would bethe
duty of this Parliament to go back to the people at the
earliest possible moment. [Mr. Forsyrd: Nousense!
It should have been done at the general election, and
you know it. You had no mandate from the people last
year.] That is why the Governor’s Speech contains no
reference to the Referendum Bill.

Later on again, on page 39, he said—

I stated in my speeches in this House and in the
country that I was prepared t0 remil this matter to the
electors, and I am prepared to give effect to that pro-
mise at the right mowment. [Government members:
Hear, hear!] {Mr. Torsyth: At the right moment?)
Yes, at the right moment. [Mr. Foxsyru: Can you tell
us when that is¥] As to when that moment will be I
am not prepared to allow that matter to remain for the
decision of the hon, member who represents Carpen-
taria. [Government members: Hear, hear!] I propose
to do it at the right moment, und that will be a
moment which will permit the electors to come to a
decision on the subject in time to admit of effect being
given to their desire, if necessary, on the occasion of
the next appeal to the country,

He also said—

We are asked when we provide one adult one vote to
make a provision that one vote shall have one value.
That is a provision that is pot found in the electoral
laws of any State in the Commonwealth. I doubt if it
exists in any part of the eivilised world. [Mr, FORSYTH :
Approximately.] And it will be approximately here.
We will arrive at a quota, and give a margin of 20 per
cent. above or below the quota; that is the only way to
arrive at one vote one value. There is a group of three
Bills to be read together, and the quota is provided in
the Referendum Bill, which is its proper place. That
is the proposition, and it is a very fair and reasonable
one.

[4 p.m.]

Later on, when dealing with the second reading
of the Electoral Franchise Bill of 1904, Mr.
Morgan made the following statement :—

We proposed, when we were first dealing with this
guestion last session, 1o deal with it in three Bills—the
Franchise Bill, the Machinery Bill, and the Referendum
Bill, but it did not define the number of members, the
boundaries of the electorates, and the prineiple provid-
ing for what has been described as one vote one value
—a thing that I have pointed out in this House, and in
the country, does not exist in any electoral machinery
in any part of the world. [Mr. Forsyth: It does;
clause 16 doesthat.] That does not provide for one
vote one value, but it provides for getting as near to it
as practicable. There is no necessity for any discord
upon that peint; we are all in accord. ButI think
that hon. gentlemen, if they talk of one vote one value,
should make it clear under the circumstances that they
are saying one thing and meaning (uite avother,
because they are asking for something which they cannot
get when they are asking for one vote one value. Asa
matter of fact, the hon. gentleman who leads the
Opposition, when he brought down a draft of s Bill
dealing with this question, provided a quota with a
margin of 20 per cent. That is exactly what we propose
to do. It is a fair proposal, and as reasonable as can he
devised. I think 20 per cent. is fair, having regard to
the interests of all the constituencies. I should feel
disposed myself to make the margin 25 per cent. out of
consideration for the eonditions and reguirements of
the sparsely settled distriets of the remote West. Our
provision is a 20 per cent. margin. I think it is, broadly
speaking, fair. [Mr. Leahy: It would be particularly
rough on the West just now.] We do not wish to be
rough on any part of the State, but to secure that all
parts of the State should be tairly represented in the
popular branch of the Legislature; and we propose to
make the margin 20 per eent. This Bill will be followed
by a machinery Bill, if hon. members are expeditious in
dealing with this measure. [Mr. Forsyth: Arethey not
expeditious now ] Yes, commendably expeditions. I
hope that will continue. It rests with hon, members
themselves whether we shall be able, during the time
‘we have at our disposal, to get through the machinery

[11 Drcemner.]
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Bill thissession. I am quite willing we should get it
throngh thissession, and I hope it will be possible to get
it through. At any rate, the Government are making an
earnest effort to give cffect to the will of the people as
expressed at the general election on this important
question. We have brought down the first Bill—the
Franchise Bil. We propose to follow it with the
machidery Bill; and after that, in due course—not this
session —we will give the House an opportunity of deal-
ing with the question of the referendiin. [Mr. Macart-
ney: And if anything happens in the meantime?]
Then, perhaps, the hon. gentieman will have an oppor-
tunity of dealing with it. The Government has gone
now ; but, however, we¢ are always safe while the hon.
member tor Bulloo is with us. [Mr. J. Leahy: I have
my eye on you; I willkeep you straight.; We have the
Franchise Bill before us. We propose to follow it withthe
machinery Bill, and at the proper time we will bring
down a Referendum Bill under which we propose,
among other things, to determine the boundaries of the
electrrates in accordance with the decision of the
people, and to fix the guota and the margin. That is
the scheme of electoral reform which the Government
propose. It is the scheme they proposed in the first
instance. It is the scheme they proposed last session
in the last Parliament; it is the scheme they propose
now; and it is a complete scheme. It is a complete
scheme to give the people the libeval franchise they
have been asking for and the electoral machinery they
have been asking for and have been promised ; and it
will enable them to determine for themselves the gques-
tion as to what the number of the members of this
House shall be, and the boundaries of the electorates;
and it will ensure that, when the will of the people is
expressed and as it is expressed now, it will be given
effect to; and that is a most desirable thing. I have
always thought that the course followed in New South
Wales in respect to this matter is the most effective
that could be adopted.

I may say, in passing, that in New South Wales
they have single electorates with a quota and a
margin approximating at 10 per cent. above the
average and 10 per cent. below the gquota. The
extracts which I have read from the speeches
of the Hon. Arthur Morgan with reference to
the matter with which we are dealing to-day
establish clearly that that gentleman and the
Government of which he was a member informed
the country that they were prepared to pass a
Franchise Bill extending one vote to each adult,
and, further, that they would equalise, by means
of a Redistribntion Bill, the political power of
the residents in the State, and that they would
submit a referendum to the country in reference
to the reduction of members. I ask hon. mem-
bers of thie House if I have not made clear
what was the policy outlined to the country
definitely—and not only outlined to the country,
but reiterated here by the hon. gentleman when
he endeavoured to get his Franchise Bill and
Electoral Bill through this Chamber. It was
on the faith of the representations made by
the hon. gentleman then sitting on the Trea-
sury bench that those Bills were put through
without the necessary safeguard in the shape of
a clause restricting their application until the
rest of the electoral reform which was promised
had been given effect to. What do we find is
the position in this the last session of Parlia-
ment? We find those promises broken. We
find that the portion of the electoral reform
which the Labour party in the State agitated
for, carried out, and the rest of the reform,
which was necessary to put electoral reform on a
just and equal basis for all the people of the
State, has not been carried out. I am not going
to suggest the motive which prompted the hon.
gentleman to allow the Franchise Bill to be
passed through without securing the remainder
of the electoral reform which should have been
honestly carried out in accordance with pledges
given to the country and the House. I do not
wish to make reference to the motives. Certain
things have happened since; they speak for
thewselves, and are as well known to others
as they are to me. I pointed out to the hon.
gentleman when that Bill was going through

Mr. Macartney.]
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that he knew that there were certain mem-
bers forming portion of his party who were
against the reduction of members, and another
section who were against the redistribution or
one vote one value; and that if he put the Bill
through without one vote one value there was
a danger that he would not be able to get the
whole electoral reform through. I also pointed
out to the hon. gentleman that there was a
danger of his not being in his place as Premier
to give effect to his policy, and that it was
necessary to include some safeguard in the Bill
before it was put through this Chamber. The hon.
gentleman declined to doit. He reiterated again
and again that those other guestions would be
settled before the next Parliament—that it
would be done before the next appeal to the
country ; and here we are now about to go to the
country with as unjust and unequal distribution
of seats as you could find in any part of the
world. 1 do not wish to read extracts from
my own speeches, but I think they might be
looked at, in the light of events which have
happened since, as a very true forecast of what
wouid happen if the hon. gentleman would nos
take the course which T suggested to safeguard
the interests of the country. I intend, how-
ever, to refer to one of mv speeches, for the
purpose of getting in an interjection of the Home
Secretary and an interjection of the hon. mem-
her for Barcoo, the leader of the Labour party.
1 said—

If that is so, then that is all the more reason why we
should have the complete measures of electoral reform
before us, and not merely one portion of that reform.
Hon. members opposite may oppose the other measures
or the hon, gentleman who leads the Government may
give place 1o somebody else. who nay say, “I did not
give this pledge.”” We must take no risks, and I say
unhesitatingly that it would be a gross piece of
treachery if that reform was not ecompleted and given
to the people. e have no strong assurance that this
Bill is not going to come into operation until we get the
Bills passed, and hon. members opposite may say when
this measure is passed that they do not care whether
the others are passed or not. [The HoME SECRETARY :
We are anxious to get the others, I ean assure you.j
The hon. member may speak for himself.

‘We have seen up tothe present time in what that
anxiety has resulted. They are going to the
country without the others. Again, the Home
Secretary must take the responsibility, along
with the late Prewier, of a breach of the promise
made to the country and to this House for the
purpose of getting the Franchise Bill through.
The hon. member for Barcoo then interjected—
We are all anxious to get the other measures.

Now we see the result of the anxiety of the hon.
member for Barcoo and his followers, which is
that the country and this House has been *“ had.”
I replied to that, and said—

I am not prepared to take a “ pig in a poke’’ from the
hon. member. We are trustees for the people, and
what we want to see is an assurance of safety. I know
that my voice will not have any very great eflect on the
passing of the second reading of this Bill, or probably in
obtaining amendments to the Bill, but, so faras I am
concerned, any opposition or protest that I can offer
against the passing of the Bill, without a reasonable
provision which will delay its operation until we get
the balance of the reform, will certainly be offered.

. Mr. Kurr: That was *‘the voice of one cry-
ing in the wilderness.”

Mr. MACARTNEY : T also said—

Hon. members on the other side who may be in favour
of one vote one value are not in favour of a reduction
in the number of members, and as a consequence, hoth
the question of a reduction of members and that of
one vote one value may be so postponed asto leave g
very wide margin of risk of onr having to go to elec-
tion on the very unequal state of things which this Bilt
will have brought about. There is no question about
the antipathy of hon. members on the other side to a
reduction of members. If the leader of the Govern-

[Mr. Macartney.
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ment is sincere in the reform which he ontlined in his
manifesto, he is called upon toproteet himself in carry-
ing out that reform, not only against members on this
side, but against members on that side of the House.
The hon. gentleman knows there are members on that
side of the House who are against the reduction that he
has promised, and he knows there are members who
are against considerations of value. The hon. gentle-
man ¢an easily protect himself by putting a provision
in this Bill that it is not to ¢ome into operation until
those other questions have been dealt with, and if he
does not do that, he will be committing an act of poli-
tical treachery against the people of this State.

Mr. Bowman interjected at that stage, “ There
are no rats here.” I do not know particularly
what the meaning of that interjection was, but
if 1t meant that all these allied reforms would go
through, and that the Government would carry out
its policy ; that its supporters would see thut the
Government carried out its policy, and that if
they did not do so it would mean that they were
political rats—well, of course, that is the position
in which they are now. The interjection had
not very much meaning in it. I do not think it
is very much to be proud of, that a Government
should make pledges to the country such as the
Government have made, with the reiteration of
those promises which has taken place in the
House from time to time, and that we should
stand here on the eve of the close of Parliament
without the carrying out of those promises. It
is not as if it 1s acecidental; these things were
pointed out stroogly and clearly on each occasion
in the year 1904, and amendments were pro-
posed which would have safeguarded the carry-
ing out of those promises, and protected the
interests of the people and the honour of this
Chamber. T know that there are Ministers
sitting on the other side of the House who,
in times gone by, have very strangly laid
down the dictum that a redistribution of seats
was necessary. I think the Minister for Agri-
culture, in 1903, made a long speech on this
subject, and pointed out how unequal the electo-
rates were, and how necessary it was to rearrange
them, and I would be surprised to think that
that gentleman placed any difficulty in the way.
I fancy that there is no trouble in that direction ;
the trouble comes from the leader of the Labour
party—that branch of the coalition which is called
“the Labour party.” When we come to consider
the question upon which the claim to this redis-
tribution is based, I think it must be admitted
that the Labour party are taking up a most
extraordinary position. When they were going
through the country some years ago claiming one
adult one vote, or one man one vote, the greatest
offence that could be committed in the world
was that a man bad property, and that by reason
of that property he had an extra vote. It was
to correct that state of things that they cried
out for equal political power—that the poorest
man in the State should have as much power as
the richest man, and that there would never be
a proper state of things until they got equal
power. They passed a reform which has ac-
centuated the inequalities of representation, and
when we come to examine the claim that the
people of this State have got what is called equal
political power, we find it is very far from the
case. It used to be an offence to have what was
called a ““peg” or *‘property vote,” but now it
does not matter how plural a vote may be, pro-
vided it is thought to be in favour of one party.
I do not think, when you examine most of the
constituencies, that one party more than another
is affected—there is an extraordinary equality
—when you take the average number of electors
which each party represents, but when we
come to look into the individual representa-
tion of districts we find very strong inequality,
and one not common to Labour or to this
side of the House, or common to Morganites.
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It is a common inequality of representation.
It is not limived to towns. It is just as remark-
able in regard to country constituencies as it is
in regard to coastal towns. I have obtained a
statement from the Electoral Department show-
ing the number of electors on the annual rolls.
T take it that that means for the year 1905, plus
the electors on the additional rolls, down to
QOctober of this year. For the purpose of placing
it on record, 1 propose to read the names of the
electorates together with the total number of
voters on the rolls in each electorate. 1 recog-
nise that when the annual roll comes out in the
early weeks of January we shall probably find
that there is a slight difference, but for the pur-
pose of discussion on this motion, I think this
statement is about as nearly perfect as we can
get at the present time. I am quite prepared to
hand the statement to Hansard so that it may
be inserted in full if it can be taken as read.
The HoME SECRETARY : Read it.

Mr. MACARTNEY: The

return is as
follows :—

Total
Llectorate. electors
on roll,
Albert 3,518
Aubigny ... 4,134
Balonne .., 2,145
Bowen 2,325
Barcoo ... 2,230
Brisbane North 4,907
Brisbane South ... 8,472
Bulimba ... . 5,300
Bulloo 928
Buundaberg 3,338
Bundanba 2.663
Burke 817
Burnett 4,380
Buirnm ... 3,191
Cairns 3,092
Cambooya 3,619
Carnarvon 2,267
Carpentaria . 1,083
Charters Towers 11,086
Clermont - 1,696

Cook . 1,777
Croydon ... 1,428
Cunningham 4,199
Dalby 2247
Drayton and Toowoomba 7,020
Inoggera s 3,606
Tassifern ... 2,741
Fitzroy 4,774
Fiinders ... 2,411
Fortitude Valley 8,838
Gregory ... 1,555
Gympie ... 6,746
Herbert ... . 2,806
Ipswich ... 5,757
Kennedy ... 2,610
Leichhardt 1,580
Liockyer ... - 4,675
Logan ... 1,972
Mackay 5,037
Marahoa ... 3,155
Maryborough 4,688
Mitchell ... 2,949
Moreton ... 3,672
Murilla 1,364
Musgrave 2,988
Normanby 1,467
Nundah ... 3,063
Oxley 3,516
Port Cartis 2,436
Rockhampton ... 4,940
Rockhampton North .., 2,627
Rosewood . 2,366
Stanliey 2,633
Toombul ... 6.969
Toowong ... 6,021
Townsville 5,770
Warreso ... 1,778
Warwiek ... 2.856
Wide Bay 2,801
Woolloongabha ... 5,313
Woothakata 5,329
Total . 221,768

Mr. O’Briex: What is the number for
Aubigny ?

[11 D=ecrubER.]
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Mr. MACARTNEY : The numbers as sup-
plied to me were 4,134, I think it will be
admitted that there is nothing even about that
list. I bave made a few calculations, with the
assistance of my friend, the senior member for
Mackay, in reference to the effect brought about
by the list which Thave read. The total number
of votersis 221,768, and dividing that by seventy-
two, which is the number of members of this
House, the quota would be 3,080. There are
forty-three districts, treating double electorates
as two, in which there are 97,808 voters, equal to
2,274 votes per member.  All of these are under
the quota by svmething like 33 per cent. ; that
is to say, there ave forty-three members of this
House representing electorates which are at
least 33 per cent. under the quota. The other
twenty-nine electorates, treating double electo-
rates as two, are over the quota, and a member
in each of these twenty-nine districts represents
4,724 electors. That is a very large percentage—
50 per cent. or upwards over the quota. Taking
seven of the electorates, which represent less
than the quota, away, thus leaving thirty-seven,
which represents an absolute majority of the
whole House, they represent a total of 77,281
votes, being equal to 2,088 per member, while
the remaining thirty-five represent 144,487 votes,
or equal to 4,125 per member, equal to two to
one. That is to say, thirty-seven members of
this House, who may constitute a majority of
this Assembly, represent one-third of the people,
whereas the other thirty-five members—not
taking them from either side of the House, but
taking them generally from both sides of the
House—represent two-thirds of the voters of the
State. Now, taking the numbers in respect of
various parties in the House, there is not a very
large discrepancy or difference so far as the
number of electors each represent are concerned.
In fact, it is wonderful how evenly they work
out.

Mr. Pacrr : It is extraordinary.

Mr. MACARTNEY : So it is not a matter of
raising the question against this party or that
party or the other party, but a question of the
equality of the individual representation of all.
Now, taking the electoratss which represent more
than 20 per cent. above the quota—that is 3,696
per member—we tind that there are nine Labour
members—all on the other side of the House—
representing a quota of, say, 4,247 each. That
is not only largely in excess of the quota, but
largely in excess of the quota with 20 per cent.
added. On the Opposition side of the House
there are four members representing similar
electorates in which the electors are over and
above the quota, and over and above 20 per cent.
in excess of the qnota. These four Opposi-
tionists represent 5,936 votes each. In the
Morganite party there are three members repre-
senting similar electorates with a quota of 4,370
votes each. Thatislargely in excess of the quota
and largely in excess of 20 per cent. over and above
the quota. The following table might be useful for
reference as showing the number of members
below the quota and the number above the
quota. There are 15 Oppusitionists, & Mor-
ganites, and 20 Labourites who represent elec-
torates below the guota; and 5 Oppositionists,
10 Morganites, and 14 Labourites represeuting
electorates above the quota. That makes, of
course, the total number of seventy-two mem-
bers of the House. I think that in dealing with
the electors in the way I have done it shows
a very general inequality in the representation
of the State. It is not common to the towns
only and it is not common only to the country
districts. We find that many of the country mem-
bers represent very much more than their quota,
and probably in the sowns—we need not go

Mr. Macariney.)
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further than Brisbane for an example—members
represent below the quota. So it is not a party
guestion. It is not a question of the Opposition
or the Government, but a question of fair play
to the people of the State. Looking at the
electorates from the individual point of view,
we find some very curious results. Taking the
individual districts, we find, taking Bullvo with
928 voters, Burke with 817, and Carpentaria
with 1,083, that the people in those three
districts represent something like from five
to seven times—roughly speaking—the political
power wielded by the people of Bulimba with
5,300, Charters Towers with 11,086, Toombul
with 6,969, Toowong with 6,021, Woothakata
with 5,329, Woolloongabba with 5,313, There
are a number of electorates represented by seven
members, each of which has only got practically
one vote to five or seven votes of the people in
the electorates of Bulloo, Burke, and Carpen-
taria. That is very unequal.

The Hoxr SECRETARY : It is nine to one in
some cases, such as Burke.

Mr. MACARTNEY : I have endeavoured to
put it as fair as possible. I took the three cases
of Bulloo, Burke, and Carpentaria, and in taking
the result I am bound by the largest nuwber,
which is that of Carpentaria. That puts it
mildly, if anything, because if we take Burke by
itself we find, as a matter of fact, as the Home
Secretary points out, that the people of Burke
have nine times the political power of the people
of Toombul, a suburb of Brisbane. T find that
these three electorates of Burke, Bulloo, and
Carpentaria have about four times as much
political power as the people of Aubigry with
4,134, South Brishane with 8,472, Cunningham
with 4,199, Fitzroy with 4,774, Fortitude
Valley with 8,838, Lockyer with 4,675, Bur-
nett with 4,380. Those three electoratss have
four times as much political power as the
seven electorates I have referred to, and those
seven include two double electorates. Now
those ars thrze country electorates, and hon.
members claim that country electorates should
have greater representation here. A redistri-
bution of seats is not necessarily in favour of any
city or closely settled portion of Queensland, Ttis
as necessary on the Darling Downs or in othsr
settled districts where the people are cougregated
in numbers. Again, we find that the electorates
of Bulloo, Burke, and Carpentarix have about
three times and upwards of the political power
wielded by the people of the Albert with 3,515,
Bundaberg with 3,338, Burrum with 3, 91,
Cairns with 3,092, Cambeoya with 8,619, Tao-
woombas with7,020, Enoggera with 3,606, Gympie

with 6,746, Maranca with 3,135,
[4.30 p.m.] Mitchell with 2,649, Moreton with
- 3,672, Musyrave with 2,888, Nundah
with 8,063, Oxley with 3,516. Twice as many as
many other elvctorates. To the saiime extent in
the converse degree do the larger electurates
which I havementiened— which inelude Charters
Towers, Toombul, Bulimba, and Toowong—com-
pare with all the other electorates, and in a some-
what lssser degree do other populous electorates,
including Brisbane South, Aubigny, Burnett,
Cunningham, Fitzroy, Fortitude Valiey, Lock-
yer. When we make further comparisons we
find that whereas Rockhampton and Rockhamp-
ton North only total 7,567 voters, and are repre-
sented actually by three members, we find that
the hon. member for Toombul represents nearly
as many in his own person.

Mr. P, J. Leany: And doing it az well,

Mr. MACARTNEY : T am not going to say
whether the hon, member for Toombul is doing

[Mr. Macartney.
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it as well as the other three. The hon. member
for Toombul represents 6,969 voters, and I will
leave it to the hon. member for Warrego to go
further into that matter if he wishes to do so.
Toombul’s position in this calculation is closely
approached by Charters Towers, Buliniba, and
Toowong. While Brisbane North, with 4,907
voters ; Maryborongh, 4,688 ; and Rockhamp-
ton, 4,940—all coastal towns—are each rapre-
sented by two members; Aubigny, with 4,134;
Burnett, with 4,380 ; Cunningham, with 4,199 ;
Fitzroy, with 4,774 ; Lockyer, with 4,675—all
important country districts—are only repre-
sented by one member. Surely we should have
a redistribution of seats, and place these dis-
tricts on the same level as other parts of
Queensland !

Mr. Fupae: Give them two members each.

Mr. MACARTNEY : It is a matter for the
House to say how the reform shall be carried
out. There are about thirty-six electorates,
each representing a quota of 3,080, or 20 per
cent. less or 20 per cent. over, while there are
sixteen electorates representing upwards of 20
per cent, over the quota, and twenty represent-
ing below 20 per cent. under the quota. I do
not wish to burden the speech I am making
with any further figures. I think I have shown
he existence of inequalities, and I think the
promise made by the Government, and repeated
by the Premier in this Chamber, should be carried
out. It israther a commentary on the Govern-
ment when we find at the close of the session
that we are going to the country again with
those inequalities in the elsctorates. I cannotsee
anything in the argument, in view of the figures
I have given, that the country districts are en-
titled to a greater representation. I think we
should have a redistribution of seats, so that
every man and woman voter in the State should
have the same weight in the counsels of the
country. Let us have fair play to every man,
Teet them all have equal political power, what-
ever their position in life may be. That is the
position ¥ claim. T have never yet sald we
should have every vote of absolutely equal value.
Of course, I recognise in a grewing country
like Queensland that o state of things like that
cannot be obtained. From the progress of events
there is a change of people from one district to
another, and new people ¢oming into the coun-
try, and inequalities must arise. But under the
system that is laid down in New South Wales,
or that adopted by the Commonwealth, we can
get as mnear to equaliby as possible. In New
South Wales the quota is fixed at 10 per cent.
above and below, and if we ave poing to get as
nesr as giving every man fair play, 10 per cent.
should he the quota, That would not be an
unreasonable change.  We should be able to get
something like a fair thing on that basis. Iam
plezsed to have had an opportunity of bringing
the motion forward I now move.

The HOME SECRETARY : Tlistened to the
hon. member for Toowong with very great
interest. Ie dealt very fully with the question,
and I donot consider that he dealt with the ques-
tion unfairly. There is a very great deal that
might be said in favour of the motion, and a
great deal the hon. member said is absolutely
indisputable. At the same time it is a great
deal easier to talk about the advisability of
changing to an electoral system in which we
shounld have some approach to equality of repre-
sentation than it is to initiate such a course,
suppose every country in the world that rejoices
in the blessings of representative government
has felt inequalities such as the hon. member for
Toowong complains of. But I am not aware
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that in any country they have succeeded in even
approximately removing the evils which the hon.
member refers to.

Mr. FORSYTH:
Wales ?

The HOME SECRETARY: T shall deal
with New South Wales later. It is practically
true that for a time a country may succeed in
cutting down the inequalities that exist, We
have seen that done in New South Wales, but in
New South Wales and in Queensland there are
such rapid changes in the centre of gravity of
population—if I may use the term—that any
system which may be introduced with the view
of bringing about a more even distribution of
representation very soon becomes out of date,
and perhaps as unequal as the one it superseded.
I quite agree with the hon. gentleman when he
says that this should not be a party question. I
think it would be a very unfortunate thing if it
was adopted as part of a party scheme. It
should be a question in which we are all equally
interested. It should be the desire of all parties
in this House to bring about such a system of
redistribution that after we have got one adult
one vote—or I should say the 1dea1 one adult
one vote—to bring about a system in which
every vote in every electorate should have the
same value. At least, our desire should be to
get as near to such a system as we possibly
can. I quite agree with the hon. member for
Toowong in regard to the unfairness of the
present system. There is no doubt that the
present system bas a very large element of
injustice in it, but I do not think the hon.
gentleman is quite justified in assuming that he
and those who are connected with him have a
monopoly of sincerity in this matter. For many
years the question of one adult one vote was
agitating the public mind, and it took a greas
many years to bring it into practical operation
and make 1t the law of the land. Now, the hon.
gentleman’s speech consisted largely of quota-
tinns from the utterances of the late Premier,
Mr. Morgan, and members of this Government,
and it would be idle and foolish to dispute the
commitments entered into by the late Premier.
There are, however, difficulties in the way;
there always will be; and I think the Govern-
ment might be pard(mer‘ if, in dealing with the
very large number of important questions with
which they have to deal, they did not succeed in
quite overtaking all they intended to do. AsI
watd just now, the question of one adult one vote
was_a burning question fur a number of years
until it was finally accompliished, The question
of a reduction of members and a redistribution
of seats has only been before us to any extent for
the past two or three years.

Mr. BARNES:

The HOME SECRETARY : As a matter of
fact, although I think the hon. member for Too-
wong made out a very good case, and I agree
with nearly all he said, still I am sorry to say
that the country at large does not realise the
importance of this question of redistribution. I
could mention constituencies, particularly in the
South, where the importance of the matter is
realised, but I must say that as far as T am con-
cerned, if T talk to the average elector about the
matter, he does not seem to have taken it very
seriously. I do not think that thatisany justifi-
casion for the present position, but it 1s no use
any_member seriously attempting to convince
the House that this is really 2 burning question
in the public mind. More is the pity. I think
the public should realise that thisisan important
question. It is somewbat unfortunate that the
two questions of reduction of members and re-
distribution of seats have been connected in this

What about New South

Question, question !

(11 DrcEMBER.]

Redistribution of Seats. 2175

The question of reduction of members
I regurd as comparatively trivial; whereas the
question of redistribution I look upon as a
very important matter indeed. Now, the hon.
member for Toowong quoted some assertions made
by me and the hon. member for Barcoo, and
attempted to show that there was a practical
assurance on the part of both of us with regard
to this wmatter. However, he did not prove his
case. The calculations he made did not bear out
his assertions for one moment, I said just now
that I 1ega1 ded redistribution asa most important
matter, but I believe the cardinal mnotive which
prompted the introduction of the question of a
reduction of members was one purely of economy.
The motive which underlies the question of redis-
tribution is a very much more important one, It
is a vital question whether the constituencies and
the individual voters shall have something like an
equality of electoral power. Looking at the
question broadly, he would be a bold man who
would venture to say thut they should not; but
it is one thing to admit the abstract justice of a
proposition, and another thing to carry it into
effective operation. The moment you attempt
to embody it in a Bill, you are beset with a
thousand practical difficulties of which the
abstract theorist takes no account.

Mr. BARNES: Is that a reason for not tackling
it?

The HOME SECRETARY : I do not assert
that for one moment. If the hon. gentleman
thinks this Government has not given the
question very serious consideration, and made
more than one attempt to overcome the difficul-
ties, he assumes a little bit too much.

Mr. ForsYTH : In the House ?

The HOME SECRETARY : I am notspeak-
ing about the House. The hon. member pointed
ont the discrepancy that existed in the present
system, and it might be instructive and interess-
ing to the House to notice what this question
means with regard to the various great divisions
of the State. The figures T have are almost
identical with the figures used by the hon. mem-
ber for Toowong, and they show this state of
things: Take the number of electors in the
Southern division at 150,100. We find that the
South has forty-five weinbers at the present
timz, but by a uniform quota of 3,080 the Scuth
would have forty- m'*ht and seven-tenths mem-
bers ; that is to say, the SBouth would gain three
and seve11th~tenths members. If I take the
Centre, it has abcut 26,000 electors, and eleven
members at the present time On the quota
mentioned it would have eight and a-half mem-
bers. Tt would lese two and a-half members.
The North, with 45,600 electors, has sixteen
members at the present time, and under the
hon. member’s quota it would have fourteen and
four-fifths members.  So that, ronghly speaking,
the North and Centre would lose four members,
and the South would gain about four members,
Now, that is an aspect of the case to which
the North and Cenfre cunnot be indifferent.
Whether their stand be right or wrong I do not
say, but it is a ‘rl\, human and natural stand all
the same. The hon. member dvew attention to
the glaring discrepancies between the electorates.
He showed, and quite correctly, that in such an
electorate as Bulloo the voting hus nine times
the weight that it has in sn electorate such as
Toombul or Toowong. That, of course, leads
one to the conclusion which cannot be escaped,
that the perpetuation of such a system is the old
evil of plural voting in another form. In that T
quite agree with the hon. member. It does not
matter whether you give a man nine votes in one
constituency and one in another, or whether
you say the vote in one counstituency shall be
nine times as powerful as in another, you arrive

Hon. P. Airey.]
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at the same conclusion. If the one is unjust,
there is no escaping the conclusion that the
other is unjust also. Now, the real question
that comes before one is, Upon what principle
shall we proceed to remedy these inequalities?
Under the Federal Act, when the electorates
were arranged, there was a margin of 20 per
cent. In New South Wales I think it is 10
per cent. I am afraid that a margin of only
10 per cent. over and above the quota would
not suit the conditions of Queensiand. In
New South Wales the system to which the
hon. gentleman alluded, resulted in the city
of Svdney, which had always been remark-
ably well represented, gaining nine members,
while the country districts lost nine members.
I do not think that is a consummation to be
desired. Nobody who knows anything about
polities in New South Wales will maintain that
Sydney was imperfectly represented. The lass
time we were discussing this matter T think the
hon. member for Toowoomba suggested that we
might possibly adopt three quotas as they do in
New Zealand—one for city constituencies, one
for suburban constituencies, and one for country
constituencies. T think that is pussibly the best
thing that could be devised, but it is perfectly
clesr to me that whatever system we adopt we
cannot avoid inflicting injustice upun certain
portions of the State. We might minimise the
injustice, and make it less than at present, but
in a country such as this, where¢ the conditions
are so changing and uncertain, the infliction of
injustice in electoral divisions is almost inevit-
able. Now, take the question of the North and
Centre. Quite recently the people of those divi-
sions were so strongly of opinion that they did
not receive that consideration in the Queensland
Legislature that they ought to have, that there
existed a very powerful separation movement.
That movement has apparently died out.

Mr. JENKINSON : Federation killed it.

The HOME SECRETARY : I am not sure
that it 1s killed beyond resurrection. I am
inclined to think that if the North and Clentre
lest a considerable numbar of members, it would
be apt to arise again in a more powerful form
than ever. Under the scheme outlined by the
hon. member for Townsville for a redistribution
of seats and reduction of members, I do not
kunow whether the hon. member is aware that
the North would lose 25 per cent. of its repre-
sentatives, and the Centre 40 per cent. The
hon. member would scarcely advocate such a
scheme as that?

Hon. R. Priie : I had a Bill prepared.

The HOME SECRETARY : I am referring
to the hon. member’s scheme to reduce our
numbers to forty-eight members, The problem
that I see is this : How are we going to effect a
redistribution of seats without increasing the
already preponderating power of one or two big
towns? 1 said just now that the last redistri-
bution in New South Wales gave Sydney nine
seats more, and the country seven seats less, I do
not think anybody here would advocate that
there should be much of an increase in the
representation of Brisbane.

Mr. JENKINSON : It that not a natural corol-
larv of one adult one vote?

The HOME SECRETARY :
follow. The hon. member has not put the case
fairly. We know that if the city of Brisbane
had not one representative she would #till have
considerable power here, and when we are con-
sidering any scheme of redistribution we have to
take that fairly into account.

Mr. JENKINSON: Youare evading the question,

[Hon. P. direy.
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The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon.
member means that the corollary of one adult
one vote is one vote one value, I say that to
carry that out in its abstract entirety is an
impossibility.

Mr. JENKINSON : Ah, ah! Cornered at last.

Mr. ForsYTH : You will carry it out partially.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber for Carpentaria takes a more rational view
of the matter. If, as the hon. member implies,
it is impossible to carry it out in its entirety, we
should adopt some course which would remove
the inequalities partially, at all events,

Mr. ForsYTH : Why has that not been done?

The HUME SECRETARY : Does the hon.
member remember the time that it took to accom-
plish the reform of one adult one vote? Does
he remember how many years it was kept
dangling before the people by his own party,
who failed to bring it in or give effect to it? Is
is only this session that the Government have
had to hold over three or four very importans
measures which we should much have liked to
have become law this session, but with which
we cannot go any further on account of the
difficulties of the situation.

Mr, JENKINSON : Yes, especially the difficul-
ties of the situation. I mean with your sup-
porters.

The HOME SECRETARY : With regard to
the situation and our supporters, the question of
redistribution is one that the Government have
never discussed with their supporters. It was
discussed one afternoon in the House, and I am
not aware that our supportars showed any very
strong feeling on the matter. They nearly all
admitted that a very strong case could be made
out for redistribution. T admit, as T admitted
before, that the case for redistribution is a very
good case, and I regret that we have not been
able to see our way to carry it into effect ; but I
say in that respect we are not singular, and that
in regard to our electoral system we are in the
same position as nearly every civilised country
in the world that has parliamentary govern-
ment. In England I know of one constituency
that has 20,000 voters, and another with less
than 2,000.

Mr. BArNES : What about the other States ¢
The HOME SECRETARY : There are ine-

gualities in most of the Australian States. New
South Wales made an attempt to remedy
matters, but I am not sure that they did not
make them even worse than they were before.
What we have to face is the question how are we
going to Dbring about redistribution without
increasing the preponderating power of one or
two big centres, and the second question is how
are we going to effect redistribution and not
minimise the power of the North and Centre?
I do not think that the North and Centre are
over-represented, and I think any scheme which
threatens to increase the power of the big centres
and to lessen the power of the distant portions of
the State, where the people are already severely
handicapped by reason of their distance from the
capital, and by other conditions of life, would
meet with very great difficulties in this Assembly.
At the same time I agree with the hon. member
for Toowong that, even if you cannot devise a
perfect system in which we have one vote one
value, still T think it is a great pity
if we cannot devise some scheme to
do away with the glaring in-
equalities which exist at the present time. It
has not been that the Government have been
unwilling to do this, but want of time has caused
this and other measures to be laid on one side,

[5 p.m.]
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and I trust that on some future occasion we may
find an opportunity of remedying the gross
inequalities of the present system.

Mr. JENKINSON : Good old futurity !

Hon. R. PHILP: When the Government
gave the hon. member for Toowong an oppor-
tunity for discussing this question I thought we
should have had some declaration of policy from
the Government, but what do we tind ¥ After
the strong case which the hon. member for
Toowong has put before them, the Government
say they cannot do anything, and do not intend
to try to do anything. They do not propose to
redeem the promises made by the late Premier—
not till after next election, if they do it then.
I hope they will tell us what they intend doing.
They admit that there are too many members in
the House, and that thereis a great inequality in
the representation. We find that one member
often practically represents as many constituents
as four or five members in the House. That
ought not to be the position, and there ought to
be some alteration. A reduction of members
would have taken place if what I proposed had
been done. he hon. gentleman knows that I
had a Bill prepared which I would have gone on
with, but the party on the other side would not
allow me. It was a Bill to reduce the House to
fifty-six electorates, with a quota of 20 per
cent, either way. We could not have exactly
3,000 or 4,000 electors in every electorate ; that
is not possible, but I thought a maximum or
minimam of 20 per -cens. either way would be
fair. There is more need for an alteration now
than in times gone by. Before federation we
could give an extra seat to one place and another,
and make up the numbers as the population
increased, but now we have come to a time when
our population is stationary.

The SECRETARY FOR RaiLways : We expect a
big inflax in the North when the Cloncurry
line is built.

Hox., R, PHILP: Very likely it will take
them from the Scuth. There is no great desire
on the part of the present State or Hederal Go-
vernment to increase our numbers ; we have now
nearly 500,000, and I think on that basis we
may fairly have a redistribution. It has been
possible in the other States, and the Federal
Government have done it, though it has not
given universal satisfaction. Here is the Toom-
bul electorate which has 6,969 electors.

Mr. KERR : How many in Townsville?

Hon. R. PHILP: Far more than in the Bar-
coo. Townsville has 5,770, which would be just
about the average. Bulloo has 928; Burke,
817 ; Carpentaria, 1,083 ; Cook, 1,777 ; Burnett,
4380 ; Crovdon, 1,428. Townsville has more
than double any of those electorates. Balonne
has 2,145 ; Gregory, 1,555 ; Leichhardt, 1,580 ;
Logan, 1,972; Murilla, 1,364; Normanby, 1,467.
The average ought to be about 3,000, I amn dis-
appointed that the Government have not tried to
redeem their promise. We have been looking
forward to it for some time, but they are quite
satisfied with the present condition of things,
and instead of seventy-two they would like to
see 144 members., I am satisfied that the
country will be in favour of a reduction, and
does not like to see the House go on year after
year with seventy-two members, Time and
again it has been pointed out——

The SPEAKER : Order! I would point out
to the hon. member that this question deals
exclusively with the equalisation of the elector-
ates, and not the reduction of members.

Howx, R. PHILP : It is not possible to speak
on one without the other. I do not know why
the Home Secretary has brought in the Central
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and Northern members, as there is nothing in it,
The Northern members would only lose one and
the :Central about four. Now that the Clon-
curry Railway Bill has been passed, there should
be an increase there. If the South hasthe popu-
lation, why should they not get the number of
members they are entitled to. Of course if the
Government will not do anything at all, it is
useless having this debate, which might just as
well have gone by default. The hon. member
for Toowong asksthe Government if they cannot
do anything, but they are quite satisfied to leave
things as they are, with seventy-two members.
After the next election they might dosomething,
but in the meantime they do not intend to do
anything. I hope the country will take due note
of the way in which the Government have
redeemed their promise.

Mr. FORSYTH (Carpentaria): If there has
ever been special pleading in this House, it has
been this afternoon by the Home Secretary. I
never listened to a speech in my life which was
more in the nature of special pleading; yet he
sat absolutely helpless and said, “ We cannot do
anything, as we have not got the time,” T say
if ‘the Government were sincere they have bad
ample time to pass a Bill through the House.
Why should we adjourn to-morrow without deal-
ing with such an important question as this? If
hon. members are sincere—and I am sincere—they
would be willing to sit for a month to pass a Bill
which is absolutely necessary throughout Queens-
Jand. I know if that Bill were passed I should
lose my seat.

Mr, Maxy: VYou nearly lost it last time.
{Liaughter.)

Mr, FORSYTH : Ever since I have been in
the House I have never lost my seat, but the
hon. member for Cairns knows he will lose his
next time.

The SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. FORSYTH : This is a Bill which has
been promised ever since we came into the
House, and which is essential because of the
changed conditions in Queensland. We have now
got the women’s vote, which has intensified the
position. We have double the number of voters
we had two years before. I knew there was no
hope of this coming on, as hon. members on the
other side do not want it. They think they will
lose their seats through it. Taking the quota
given by the hon, member for Toowong, of 3,080
for each electorate, there would be a loss of four
seats to the North and the Centre, and the
South would gain four seats. But I say the
policy we should adopt is not to take it upon the
actual quota, as it would be unfair. While we
cannot give sparsely populated districts the
same number of members as we can iu the South,
vet there should be some allowance. I am per-
fectly willing to have 25 per cent.—not 10 per
cent., like New South Wales, or 20 per cent.,
like the Commonwealth Government, That
would mean that we would lose three or four seats
in the North; but I believe that we would be
practically in the same position as we are now,
The only difference would be that the boundaries
of each particular electorate might be altered,
but as far as the aggregate number of members
from the South or the Central division is con-
cerned, I do not believe it would make the
slightest difference. There is no doubt that each
electorate, no matter in what part of the State,
should have the voters arranged on a better basis
than is the case at the present time. Hon. mem-
bers opposite think that, by giving the margin of
25 per cent. over and above the quota, as the
case may be, their electorates might be wiped
out, but I do not think that would apply at all.
It would only mean that the boundaries would

Mr. Forsyth.]
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be altered in such a way as to bring in a larger
or lesser quantity. It would not be a reduc-
tion of seats, but an equalisation all round.
‘With one electorate comprising 7,000 or 8,000
voters and another with 800 at the present
time, no man can say that that is a fair
thing. You could disfranchise 6,000 wmen in
the Toombul electorate to-morrow, and they
would still have as many men behind them
as there are in my electorate. That is a state of
affairs which should not exist, and it should
have been remedied by the Government. If a
general election was not going to take place next
year, no doubt they would have done it. As the
Franchise Bill has doubled the number of voters
in Queensland, it has intensified this business.
Suppose we had 10,000 plural votes altogether,
what is that in comparison with three or four
seats? You can get three or four large seats
with perhaps 20,000 votes—say, Bulimba,
Toombul, and Toowong—and you can take out
three others with not 3,000 amongst them. Is
not that ten times worse than plural voting ? T
think that it is, and if the Government were
sincere in this matter, and wanted to carry out
the promise they made, they would certainly
have brought in a Redistribution Bill, more
especially as the franchise is now on a different
basis. The Home Secretary said that it was
not easy to do it, but it has been easy enough
to do it elsewhere. There is not the slightest
reason why we should not do it here, as there
would be no ditticulty. The whole thing wants to
be taken in hand by an expert and brought
before the House, when, if necessary, it could
be easily modified to suit the circumstances.
The Home Secretary agreed that there is an
enormous injustice in connection with the pre-
sent Franchise Act, because we have not had a
Redistribution Bill. We have the Government
practically speaking as one man; and yet, in
spite of that, nothing has been done, and, as far
as we can judge, nothing will be done. There
are hon. members sitting behind them who do
not want this to be done. The Home Secretary
said there were difficulties in the way, and that
it war a most important wmatter. It is one of
the most important matters ever brought before
the House, The Government helieve that, and
yet they are determined to give the matter no
consideration.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : What
are you quoting from ?

Mr. FORSYTH : ¥rom the speech delivered
by the Home Secretary this afternoon. I can
also quote a remark made by the Home Secre-
tary in 1904. T was speaking on the Franchise
Bill in that year, when the Home Secretary
made an interjection, in which he said, “The
Redistribution Bill is an absolute necessity.” Tt
has been an absolute necessity for three or four
years, and yet that necessity hasnotbesn met. The
Home Secretary talked about difficulties being
in the way. There are difficulties in the way
of all legislation, but if the Guvernment had
been sincere all these difficulties would have
disappeared, and some system which would
improve the condition of things as it exists
now could certainly have been passed through
this House. But here we are going to have a
general election. It is going to be held on the
new franchise, while all these enormous anoma-
lies in connection with the electorates exist.
At the same time the Government sre lying back
and saying, “ We are not going to pass a Redis-
tribution of Seats Bill now.” That mean» that
there will be no Redistribution of Seats Bill for
the next six years. In spite of all the distinct
pledges made by this Governments, and the refer-
ences in the Governor’s Speech and in the mani-
festoes and speeches of Ministers throughout the
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country, we find that on the eve of a general
election we are in exactly the same position with
regard to that matter that we were in three years
ago. The Government say they believe that this
is one of the most important measures that could
be brought before the House. If so, why do they
not carry it out now ? I believe that we could
get it through in a week or ten days’ time, I do
not want to say any more on this matter.

Mr. Kerr: We will have a special session to
deal with it.

Mr. FORSYTH : T am quite willing to have
a special session, or I am quite willing that it
should be carried out in the next week or ten
days, because I believe it is such an important
measure, Why is it that the Government have
not brought in this Bill? It is because their
supporters are afraid that they will lose their
seats, and that the alterations of the boundaries
of their electorates will interfere with them.
Taking a number of seats, and allowing a margin
of 20 or 25 per cent., there need not be any
single electorate lost either in the Central or
Northern divisions. However, the Government
is not prepared to do it, At present we have
the greatest amount of inequality that ever
existed in Queensland, and in spite of that the
Government is going to the country and allowing
these things to remain as they are.

Mr. KERR (Barcoo): The last speaker says
that we are going to allow.the inequalities that
now exist to continue to exist for a longer period.
It is wonderful to hear the hon. gentleman and
the leader of the Opposition talk like that, when
those gentlemen allowed those inequalities to
exist for the number of years that they did with-
out making any change. Anyone who has
followed the question of representation in this
Chamber knows very well that it has been asked
for years and years that there should be better
representation in the voting of the people of this
State.

Mr. ForsyTH : It is very much worse now.

Mr. KERR: I only rese to point out to the
hon. member that the Government have not
neglected to face this question, and have not put
it on one side because a certain section of mem-
bers supporting the Government are opposed to
a reduction of members.

Mr, Fomsyrm: We are not considering a
reduction of members now.

Mr. KERR : The hon. members are building
up their arguments on a false basis, because they
have not proved that members supporting the
Government are against a redistribution of seats.
There is no man sitting behind the Government
who is foolish enough to say that there shall not
he a redistribution of seats. Weknow that there
cannot be one vote ome value. I am plesaed
that the hon. member for Carpentaria, who
represents a Northern electorate and who knows
something of the conditions of the State, falls in
with the proposition that there should he a
margin of 20 to 25 per cent. If that margin
were adopted, there would be a better chance of
getting better representation. The hon. mem-
her for Toowong picked out three electorates—
Bulloo, Burke and Carpentaria—and showed the
representation they had. That was an extreme
case. The hon. member for Toownng pointed
out that those three electorates had the same
representation as three large electoratesin the
Southern portion of the State. But anyone who
knows anything about representation knows
that Brisbane does not want a member in this
Chamber at all, as the influence of Brisbane is
quite strong enough to enable it to get every-
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thing it requires, while the outside districts are
not able to get what they believe are their
natural requirements.

Mr. Bapngs: Would that be just? Surely
you do not suggest such a thing as that?

Mr., KERR: When it comes to voting money
you can see what chance the other parts of the
State—the sparsely populated districts—have of
getting money voted for them in comparison
with Brisbane and the larger centres of popula-
tion.

Mr. JENKINSON: That is not so.

Mr. KrocH: Why do you not go in for single
electorates ?

The SPEAKXER: Order, order!

Mr. KERR : I represent a single electorate,
and so does the hon. member for Rosewood, and
I quite agree that we should have single elec-
torates. I believe there are electorates that have

two members that are over repre-

[5.80 p.m.] sented ; but you cannot get away

from the fact that what we want is
a redistribution of seats, so that the Northern,
‘Western, and South-western portions of this
State will get as much representation as it is
possible to give them.

Mr, ForsYTH: We believe in that, and I said
SO.

Mr. KERR : The hon. member for Carpen-
taria asked why it is that the Government has
not introduced this measure. I would point out
that the one adult one vote Bill only passed this
Chamber in January, 1905.

Mr. FomrsyTH: The redistribution of seats
should have been passed at the same time.

Mr, KERR: That was less than two years
ago. And when we think of the nwnber of
years that the late Government allowed the
plural system of voting to exist without bringing
in anything to remedy it, we can see that this
Government has not taken mueh time in giving
the just representation that ought to be given to
the people of this State. T sgree that we should
have » redistribution of seats. I would point out,
though, that it has not been a burning question
in this State, and neither has the reduction of
members been a burning question. I belisve
this question ought to be referred to the electors
so that they can have a say whether there
should be a redistribution of seats or not, and
also what should be the basis of representation.
There should be some command from the elec-
tors. It is very hard in this Ssate to adjust the
boundaries of she electorates, and so forth. If
the Northern or Ceutral portions of this State
are going to lose representation under this
motion of the hon. member for Toowong, then
there will not be sasisfaction given.

Mr. HERBERTSON : We have not got sufficient
now.

Mr, KERR : It will not be satisfactory to the
Central or Northern portions of the State if they
lose members, The Gtovernment, whils they are
prepared to consider the matter, are not prepared
to rush like a bull at a gate in & matter like this ;
they want to consider it calmly and also bring
down a measure that will be satisfactory not to
the Southern portion of the State alone but to
the Northern and Central portions as well.

Mr. P. J. LEARY (Warrego) : I should like
to take some four or five minutes in expressing
my views on this master before giving a vote.
it has been said that there has been a bresch on
the part of the Government in regard to this
matter. Idonotintend to take up that line of
argument, because I am used to these things,
and it would be a surprise to me if there had
not been a breach of some kind by this Govern-
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ment. It is undoubtedly a sound principle to
lay down that we should have the widest pos-
sible franchise, but the corollary of that is that
the votes should be of the same value. Yet I am
against giving each vote the same value. T quite
understand the attitude taken up by the hon.
member for Toowong and other hon. members—
that when that ¥ranchise Bill became law each
should get the fullest possible amount of voting
power. Itis perfectly absurd to give one adult
one vote while at the same time you give one
electorate three or four times the voting power
of the people in another electorate. To justify
myv action in rising, I can consistently take up
the stand in saying that I do not believe our
present franchise isin all respects an equitable
one. If T held opinions like the hon, member
for Barcoo, and considered that the present
franchise was an equitable one, I could not fail
to vote for this motion.

The SECRETARY ¥OR Pusric Works: What is
the matter with the franchise?

Mr. P. J. LEAHY : Some have more votes
than they should have, and family life is not
represented at all. The erying need of Australia
is more people. I hold that if this motion is
carried the greatest injustice would ke inflicted
on the more sparsely settled places of Queens-
land. As regards that matter, I am in entire
sympathy with the hon. member for Barcoo;
but I am perfectly logical in the course I take
up, while the hon, member for Barcoo is perfectly
illogical. If I held the same opinions that the
hon. member for Barcoo held, then T shounld vote
for this motion. I gunite agree that, if the people
of Brisbane had no representative at all, their
interests would not be neglected, but I do not
advocate that Brisbane should not have repre-
sentation. We kuow that as long as it is near
the centre of government it must exercis a con-
siderable influence upon the Parliament, quite
apart from the influence exercised by its own
member, so we should not give the larger
centres any more authority than they have got at
the present time. The attitude taken up by the
hon. member for Barcoo and some who agree
with him is not comprehensible, because it was
only a few vears ago, when these hon. members
did not repressnt Wastern electorates, that they
used to get up in this Chamber and tell us that
the men who rerresented Western electorates
were representatives of sheepand cattle, Butsince
that time several of these districts have fallen into
the hands of these hon. members, and wa do not
hear anything abous that now. 1 think a redis-
tribution of seuts scheme is want+d, but it is not
wanted on the lines laid down in this motion.
I think that a mavgin of 10 peor cent. either
way is not sufficient. 1 say we ought to have
a margin of 40 per cont. either way., If we
take the estimate of the hon., member for Too-
wong that the quota should be 3,080, then the
electorate of Bulloo, which is one of the largest
electorates in QQueensland, will have to be multi-
plied by 3 or 4 to get that number. Then take
the Warrego electorate—it is o fairly large elec-
torage, with 1,700 on the roll. It would mean
that two such districts would have to be put
together to make one electorate. Then in the
case of Burke three, four, or ive times the area
would have to bs put together for one elec-
torate. The wealth of this country and the
prosperity of this country to a very large
extent at the present day depend, and must
depend for a large number of years to come,
upon the producing industries which those
districts represent to a very large extent.
I think there should be something else—that
more than mere heads «f people should be
counted in a matter of this kind. We know
that with comparatively @ small number of
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people scattered over a very large area of country
it is impossible for a member to keep in touch
with those people in the same way as he could
keep in touch with two or three times the
number of people in an electorate like Brisbane,
Toowoomba, or some other places near the coast,
and consequently it would be perfectly absurd.
The system might work very well in the places T
have enumerated, and would work equally well
in Carpentaria, Burke, Barcoo, or several other
placés. But whilst admitting all these things,
there can be no justification for the action of the
Government. The hon. member for Barcoo
tried to whitewash the Government, and, at the
same time, tried to blame the late Government.
There is no possible use in whitewashing a
matter of this kind, because the late leader of
the Government and the leader of the present
Government made distinet promises to this
side of the House and to the country that
a Redistribution Bill and a Bill for the reduc-
tion in the number of members of Parliament
would be brought in; but notwithstanding the
fact that there has been ample time to carry out
these promises, absolutely nothing has been done
in the direction indicated. The hon. member
blamed the late Government. Things have
altogether altered since then; things were not
the same in the time of the late (Fovernment as
they are at present. The Government brought
in a Bill giving a vote to women, and if nothing
of that kind was done, it would not have been
necessary that a BIill of this kind should be
brought in. T have not the slightest doubt that
if the late Government were in office a Radistri-
bution Bill and a Bill for the reduction of
members would have been brought in long ago.
It is just as well we xhould recognise that—there
is no getting away from the fact—that a distinct
promise was given by the late leader of the
Government and by the present Government
to bring in the measures I have indicated ; and
although ample opportunities have occurred,
neither of these promises has been kept. It is
ridiculous for the hon. member for Barcoo to get
up and try to explain away their neglect in
connection with thismatter. There is very much
more I should like to say in connection with a
matter of this kind, but I understand we are
coming to a vote on this matter at 6 o’clock. I
have only to say, in conclusion, that, however just
it may appear on vhe face of it, I am perfectly cer-
tain that under such a schewe a grave injustice
will be done to the more sparsely populated parts
of Queensland. I venture to say that if this
matter is fully considered—if it is considered on
¢ its merits quite apart from any party obligations
or party ties—the House will not affirm a prin-
ciple of this kind. I do not see that there is any
good in debating the matter any further, because
it does not make much difference what we say ;
but I consider that, as a representative of a
Western district, it was my duty to speak onthe
matter, and I have discharged that duty as briefly
as possible.

Mr. RANKIN (Burrum): I am perfectly in
accord with the resolution of the hon. member
for Toowong, although I am not in accord with
the basis he suggests, When we look at some of
the figures, notably Burke and Bulimba, and
see that in one electorate 800 voters have returned
one representative, while in the other instance
there are 5,000 electors, naturally one is inclined
to think there is something wrong somewhere,
But, on the other hand, it must be apparent
that it is not merely a question of heads that
should count. I dare say that if we look
at some electorates that are represented by
two members—take, for instance, Maryborough,
Gympie, Mackay, and one or two other places
—I dare say that one man could serve very
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much better as representative of any of those
electorates than one man in some of the country
electorates comprising a small area of country
and a large number of industries. Consequently,
any redistribution on a population basis would
be unjust in the extreme. I do not quite agree
with the Home Secretary when he says the
matter is not one to concern the people in the
country very much, Personally, I think it is
one that concerns them a great deal. I believe
that this is a matter that will come very strongly
before us at the next general election, not only
the question of a redistribution of seats but also
the guestion of a reduction in the number of
members. 'There was a very general fecling
when federation was brought about that the cost
of the State government would bave to be very
materially reduced by a reduction in the number
of members.

The SPEAKER : Order, order!

Mr. RANKIN : I do not think, at all events,
that any redistribution that might be made in
the future will be complete without an ultimate
reduction in the number of members of this
House. I would just like to point out whereby
a reduction might be made. Take, for instance,
the double electorates: we should have some
means of dividing these electorates. Nothing,
perhaps, can be more ridiculous than the evidence
we have in this Chamber. A number of import-
ant double electorates are practically disfran-
chised, merely because they have one member
sitting on one side of the House trying to undo
everything that the other member is trying to do
on the other side of the House. We have only
to look at Charters Towers, look at Mackay, at
Toowoomba, and at Ipswich. We see nearly all
those double electorates disfranchised merely
because they have a member on each side of the
Chamber. If it is possible in a Redistribution of
Seats Bill to bring in some means whereby these
double electorates can either be reduced in
number or be divided so that we can have
separate members for each particular part, then
I think a redistribution of .that kind would
be of some value. There is another ques-
tion which I think we will have to take
into consideration, and that is this: If the popu-
lation—that is the basis the hon. member for
Toowong has adopted—we find that the great
bulk of the representation would be in the more
densely settled districts. The primary producer
—the country elector—should really deserve:
more consideration than those who are merely
living on the people of the country in the more
settled districts, so that there should certainly be
some difference made in the redistribution. Per-
sonally, I should like to have seen the hon, mem-
ber for Toowong bring in some scheme to divide
the State into city, suburban, and country elec-
torates, and fix the quota for each of those parti-
cular districts. That, I think, would be reason-
able ; but merely to take 3,000 people, with a
limit of 25 per cent. above or below that number,
would be doing an injustice to the country dis-
tricts, and will not receive my support. Be-
lieving, as I do, not merely in a redistribution of
seats but alsoin a reduction in the number of
members, I still think this is not the most desir-
able way to bring it about, as foreshadowed inthe
motion moved by the hon. member for Toowong.
Some electorates differ a great deal more than
others. For instance, we have electorates where
enormous industries play an important part. We
might have one taking in mining, farming,
secondary industries, and taking in the pastoral
industry, and then we might have an electorate
which 1is a pastoral electorate and nothing morve.
If there is to be any douhle representation, T
think it should be given to those electorates thas
have the greater variety of industries. It ig
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‘there certainly where representation is needed,
‘because it is in those electorates where the
greatest difficulty is experienced in advocating
their claims. It is not merely one single industry
where the difficulty is—that is comparatively
simple. It is where there is a diversity of indus-
tries thatdifficulty is experienced in securing ade-
quate representation. Theareaof theelectoratesis
also amatter that would have to be taken into con-
sideration. We know that some of the Western
-electorates, although sparsely populated, must
be extremely difficult to work. Immense areas
necessitate a great deal of travelling, and it cer-
‘tainly requires a harder working man to serve
them than it does in the coastal districts, where
the population is closer and where the facilities
for getting about are much greater. All these
things should be taken into consideration when
a question of the redisiribution of seats is being
contemplated. I hope, at all events, that the
motion of the hon. member for Toowong will
have done this much good—it has brought the
matter more prominently before the country,
and when the elections come on it will give
the people a chance of saying what they think
of it. I am quite sure that there will be only
one expression of opinion, and that is in favour
of a redistribution of seats, and also in favour of
a reduction of members,

Mr. KEOGH (Rosewood): This is a matter
that, ever since I have been a member of the
House, 1 have tried to bring under the notice of
hon. members, and T agree with the hon. mem-
ber for Tooweng, who spoke so remarkably well
on this matter this afternoon. There is nothing
I can add to what that hon. gentleman has
stated further than to say that it is most advis-
able that a curtailment of members and also a
redistribution of seats should take place. This
matter has been brought not only under the
notice of the House but it has besn spoken of
by hon. members when they addressed their
constituents at the late elections, and the mino-
rity was decidedly those gentlemen who did not
inform their constituents that they were pre-
pared to vote for a redistribution of seats and
also for a reduction in the number of members.
My own opinion is that since the advent of
federation we should have a redistribution of
seats and a reduction in the number of members,
‘We should follow in the same steps as New
South Wales and Viectoria. In New South
‘Wales they put the matter before the country,
and the country decided that they would have
only so many members—I think ninety. 1In
Victoria the members of Parliament took the
matter in hand themselves, and curtailed the
number of members, T dn not think this House
should ask the whole of the State to interfere in
the matter. Ithink it is withintheprovinceof the
members of this Chamber. We are over legis-
lated, and the number of members could be
reduced by a majority of the members of the
House ; and therefore, seeing that in New South
Wales and Victoria they have reduced the
number of members——

The SPEAKER : Order, order !

Mr. KEOGH : Well, with regard to the redis-
tribution of seats, placing it on the same plane
as that of the other States, we would be only
entitled to thirty-three members——that is, on the
‘population basis,

The SPEAKER : Order, order !

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: That is a con-
siderably smaller country than this is.

Mr. KEOGH :: Granted that we have a larger
country, and, no doubt, a progressive one, still
it is advisable that we should have a redistribu-
‘tion of seats, but hon. gentlemen on the other
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side are averse to this, simply because they know
if that takes place a number of them will not
appear here aguin. I trust that if the Premier is
again returned to his present position, one of the
first measures he will bring forward will be a Re-
distribution of Seats Bill. Unfortunately, the
redistribution, even should it take place, cannot
come into operation until three years., There-
fore, I think we should have a special session to
deal with the matter.

Question (Mr. Macartney’s motion) put and
passed.

CLOSER SETTLEMENT BILL.
LesisrLative CouNcir’s MEssacr, No. 3.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Legislative Council, intimating
that they did not insist upon their amendments
in clauses 12 and 18, and still further insisting on
their amendment in clause 20, to which the
Assembly had disagreed.

CONSIDERATION OF THE MESSAGE IN COMMITTEE.
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS

moved that the Committee no longer insisted
upon their disagreement with the Council’s
amendment in line 46 of clause 20.
The reason for that was simply that
there was a great probability of a
measure that might be most useful beirg lost it
they insisted any further upon disagreeing to the
insertion of the words. His motion must not
be taken in any way as an acquiescence with the
amendment. On the contrary, he regarded it
with apprehension, as he deemed it to be guite
possible that the presence of those words might,
to a large extent, defeat the object of the Bill.
It might quite conceivably be the case that the
Government could have acquired estates at the
same rates previous to the introduction of the
Bill that they could now do with these words
inserted, because they gave a most awple oppor-
tunity, and perhaps encouragement, to the
TLand Appeal Court to take an excessive view
of the amount of compensation that was to be
paid to the owner. It should be remembered
that it was not merely a question of the sum that
they had to disburse from the Treasury to the
owner in order to acquire the estate. The ques-
tion that should be present in their minds was
the cost of the land to the small man who was
going to take it up, and for whose benefit the
Bill had been brought in. However, the amend-
ment had been inserted, and whatever its effect
it would not be irremediable. If they found it
did not succeed—if they found it put such a
value on the estates as not to make it worth
while buying them for closer settlement, it would
become a matter for consideration with the
Government whether the measure ought not
either to be wiped out altogether or amended in
that particular. It wasin no sanguine frame of
mind that be bowed to the exigencies of the case
and moved his motion.

Question put and passed.

The Houseresumed. The CHAIRMAN reported
that the Committee no longer insisted on their
disagreement to the amendment of the Legisla-
tive Council in clause 20, and the Bill was
ordered to be returned with x message to that
effect.

HARBOUR BOARDS ACTS AMEND-
MENT BILL.
MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Legislative Council, intima-
ting that they did nos insist upon their amend-
ments in this Bill.

Hon. Str 4. 8. Cowley.)
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TRUSTEES AND EXECUTORS ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL.

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE (OUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Legislative Council, disagree-
ing to the amendments made by the Legislative
Assembly in clause 2, and agreeing to their other
amendments.

CONSIDERATION OF THE MESSAGE IN COMMITTER,
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved that

the Committee do not insist on the insertion of
clause 2. The reason given by the Legislative
Council was one that commended itself to common
sense.

Hox. R. PHILP did not agree with the
reason given by the Attorney-General. Although
the clause was regarded by the hon. gentleman
as objectionable, he accepted it. Was he afraid
of the judges? Tt was too late in the session to
prolong the matter or to have a row with the
other House over it, but he thought that that
Chamber was wanting in common sense to have
disagreed with such a very reasonable amend-
ment.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN reported
that the Committee did not insist on their
amendment in clause 2 to which the Legislative
Council had disagreed, and the Bill was ordered
to be returned with a message to that effect.

SUPPLY.
SUPPLEMENTARY HSTIMATES, 1905-6.

EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE—LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL AND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

The TREASURER moved that £342 11s. 2d.
be granted for ‘‘Hxecutive and Legislative—
Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly.”
This was made up of small amounts which did
not call for any particular comment, as full
explanation was given in the Kstimates.

Question put and passed.

CHIEF SECRETARY.

The TREASURER moved that £7,263 4s. 11d.
be granted for the ¢ Chief Office,” *‘Audit

Office,” ““Steamer ‘Lucinda,’” *Thursday
Island,” and * Miscellaneous Services.” This
was much the same as last year. The only

notable item was £1,275, * Expenses of Royal
Commigsion 7e¢ Deportation and Repatriation of
Pacifie Islanders, and Labour for Sugar Indus-
try,” and there was an amount standing to
the debit of the South Africa contingants trust
fund. They had paid off the old score in that
matter.

Hon. R. Pairp: What about the £300 to
Jones ?

The TREASURER : Hon. members would
know pretty well enough about Jones by this
time. Mr. Jones was appointed for two years
as from the 1st January, 1906, and an amount
was allowed him for travelling expenses of £600
for 1906 and £500 for 1907. He had explained
before that the amount fixed was not expected to
pay Mr. Jones for living in the East, because,
unless he could earn an equally large amount of
commission from the orders he took, it would
be a very hard job for him to live on this
amount. At any rate, he could hardly live in
such a style for a man doing business in the way
he was doing it there. This was simply meant
as a kind of “socialismy in our time” for people
who might desire to open up buasiness there, but
did not care to go to the expense of having a

[Hon. Sir 4. S. Cowley.
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traveller of their own there. It wassimply done
to encourage the development of trade. VWhether
it was wise or not could only be gauged by
results.

Hox. R. PHILP, referring to the £1,275
expenses of the Royal Commission, said there
was not a doubt that the commission furnished
the House with a very valuable report, and he
understood the members of the commission were
no$ satisfied with the amount of money the
Treasurer gave them. If that was so, he thought
they ought to pay something adequate to the
work they did. Members of the House were
inclined to think that these commissions were
given as sops to members of Parliament and that
they made money out of the business, but he
understood that they did not make any money
out of this business.

The TREASURER quite agreed with what
the hon. gentleman said with regard to the satis-
factory work done by the commission. The
report had been recognised as a fair and care-
fully-thought-out statement of the position, and
the chief value which he attached to it was this:
it had satisfied everyone here and in the Com-
monwealth Parliament as a fair statement of the
case. It was largely owing to having the report
of that commission in the hands of the Federal
Ministers that he was able to induce them to
take over the business, and so save Queensland
a good deal of money. But to pay the com-
missioners any moremoney now was quiteanother
thing. The price to be paid for the work was
all settled beforehand. No one could think more
highly of the work than he did, yet the members
of the commission agreed to do it for that price,
and there was no great reason to pay more
except the fact that we were coming near
Christmas, and people’s hearts were apt to be
soft. (Laughter.)

Question put and passed.

HOME SEORETARY.

The TREASURER moved that £22,685 19s.
9d. be granted for ‘*Home Secretary.” This
was a very large supplementary vote, but it was.
made up of a number of small details. The

only considerable item was a sum

[7.80 p.m.] of £4,716 2s. extra for “ Dunwich

Benevolent Asylum” and «£5,211
12s. 7d. for ‘“ Public Health,” which had always
been there. They had tried to avoid that this
year by voting a sum on the Estimates-in-Chief.
There was an amount down of £2,327 1s. 7d. for
‘“ Blectoral Registration.” This was brought
about by the new franchise, and then the Govern-
ment had spent £2,000 more in Government
advertising.

Question put and passed.

DEPARTMEXNT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

The TREASURER moved that £8,720 4s. 2d.
be granted for “ Department of Public Works.”
The chief item was £7,454 8s. 11d. for public
buildings and repairs to public buildings.

Question put and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.

The TREASURER moved that £3,201 1s. 9d.
be granted for  Department of Justice.” It
was made up of a large number of small items,
only one of which amounted to £500—*‘ Railway
Fares, Printing, ete.”

Mr. FORSYTH noticed there was £684
13s. 5d. down for witnesses, acting judges, and
acting Crown prosecutors, which was not put on
the Estimates for last year. Would it not be
better to put a lump sum on the HEstimates to
cover expenses of this kind ?
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The TREASURER : There was something
in what the hon. member said. It was right to
put on the Estimates-in-Chief all the expenditure
they expected, but there was no certainty that
there would be any money required for this
purpose. The whole increased cost to the Justice
Department was only £684. There would be
much more in the contention of the hon. gentle-
man if it had gone to a considerable amount.
They had done just the same in the Health
Department.

Question put and passed.

THE TREASURER.

The TREASURER moved that £4,57512s, 2d.
be granted for ““The Treasurer.,” Like the other
vote, this was made up of a large number of very
small items, none of which amounted to £1,000,
The vote included £909 15s. 1d. for new boilers
for the Harbours and Rivers Department,.

Mr, PAULL : There was a sum of £625 14s.
2d. down for *‘ Cost of Investigation and Reports
on Woongarra and Isis Ierigation Schemes.” He
would like to know to whom that money was

paid.

The TREASURER: Hon. members would
remember that for many years back there was an
irrigation board in the Woongarra Scrub district,
and the Government promised that if the board
found a certain sum the Government would have
an investigation made as to the practicability
of irrigating this serub. His idea was that he
should pay twice the amount that the board
had paid. The amount named was the amount
paid to the engineer who made the report and the
men he employed. It cost somewhat more than
he (Mr. Kidston) anticipated, and he was sorry
that the result of the report did not offer good
prospects of carrying out irrigation. He would
much rather that the report had heen more
favourable. Before irrigation could be largely
accomplished in Queensland they could hardly
expect that they were going to have investiga-
tions here and there without any practical results.
He was not quite sure that any practical results
would come of this report, and he was more
sorry, for that reason, than he was for the spend-
ing of the £600.

Mr. FORSYTH noticed that there was
£1,637 13s. 6d. down for ““ Government Printing,
ete.,” including the increased cost of Hansard and
the increased cost of the extra hands and the over-
time. Last year£3,000was voted for Hansard, and
this year it was put down at £3,500. He would
like to know if the amount put on the Estimates
for this year for running the Printing Office and
the extra hands would be sufficient.

The TREASURER : He hoped the amount
would be sufficient. He did not know any
reason just now for believing it would not be
sufficient.

Mr, ForsyTH : That is a big increase.

The TREASURER : It was a large depart-
ment that they were dealing with, and the increase
of £1,600 ~asa comparatively small sum. He
understood that the amount put down this year
would be approximately sufficient. [ast year
they had the reprinting of the annual State rolls
and the printing of the new State rolls.

Question put and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC LANDS.

The TREASURER moved that £27,391 14s.74.
he voted for ‘‘Department of Public Lands.”
This was a considerable increase of the amount
over the HEst'mates, and it bad practically all
been incurred by the extra activity of the
department in promoting settlement. Hon.
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members would see that the chief items were
£2,600 for ** Railway Fares and Freights, Print-
ing, ete.” The Minister had given passes to
encourage settlement,

My, P. J. LEary: Mainly to outsiders and
not to Queenslanders,

The TREASURER: That was so. It was
the outsiders they wanted here. The others we
had here now. Then there was an amount of
£4,999 18s. for ““ Fees to Licensed Surveyors,”
and £6,800 for ¢ Central Rabbit Board,” which
his friend, the hon. member for Warrego, smiled
at.

Mr. P. J. Leany: It is not big enough to
smile at.

The TREASURER : Then there was £2,500
paid as ‘“ Cominission to Agents in other States,
Special Advertising, ete.”

Mr. FomrsyTH : Are you still paying this com-
mission ?

The TREASURER : Yes, he was still paying
commission for results.

Hon. R. Pamre: Who got the money?

The TREASURER : All this had been fully
discussed in the Estimates-in-Chief.

Hox. R. PHILP: He was not going to cavil
at the amonunt of money spent, He would like
to know who got this £2,500 which the Govern-
ment paid as commission ?

The TREASURER : The matter had been
discussed already, and the Secretary for Lands
had already informed the Committee. The
money had been paid chiefly to Messrs. Pulsford
and Murphy.

Hox R. PHILP asked the Treasurer if he
had any objection to giving the names and the
exact amount paid to each.

The TREASURER: The bulk of the amount
has been expended in advertisements.

Mr. JENKINSON : He had heard a good
deal of talk outside, and the amount paid to
outsiders, and yet there had been only two
names mentioned in connection with this par-
ticularmatter. He could hardly pick up asouth-
ern paper without seeing the names of several men
who advertised themselves as southern agents
for the Queensland Government. That was
specially the case in the Richmond River dis-
trict and on other northern rivers in New South
Wales. He had no objection to that at all,
because he believed they had been doing splendid
work. He was not cavilling at the vote, but he
would like to know if there was any objection
why the names should be read out, with the
amount paid to each.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
There was no harm whatever in giving the
names, and he was only sorry he had not the
figures with him. As a matter of fact, he re-
membered distinetly giving the figures within the
last six weeks.

Mr. JENKINSON : They are not in Hansard.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS :
Yes, they were, because he distinctly remembered
giving the figures. The only agents who had
received any large amount for commission were
Messrs. Pulstord and Murphy—they were the
most active agents. There were other agents
who represented the Government in the south,
chiefly in the Northern Rivers of New South
Wales. Those people had asked if they sent
people here from New South Wales who selected
fand, would they be paid a commission ?

Mr. JENKINsON: Does that apply to New
Zealand? I see they are advertising there as
well.

Hon.J.7T. Bell.]
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
The Lands Department had advertised in New
Zealand, and there were agents there as well, but
he was sorry to say that he had been greatly dis-
appointed with the results. They had received
a number of inquiries from that place, but they
had bagged very few New Zealanders so far.
There were other agents in New South Wales
who had not yet received any commission.

Mr. COWAP asked what had become of the
money sent by Mr, Elliott?

The SECRETARY ForR PusLic Lawxps: The
whole amount had been placed to consolidated
revenue account.

Mr. JENKINSON asked if it was the inten-
tion of the Government to do any further work
in connection with the road that had been buils
from Boonah to Killarney ?

The TREASURER: We are waiting to see how
they vote. {Laughter.)

Mr. JENKINSON believed they would vote
all right. Between £2,000 and £3,000 had
already been spent in connection with that road,
and it would be absolutely wasted if it were left
in its present state. Xe could not understand
the parsimony of the Government in this small
matter. At present the road was absolutely dan-
gerous to traffic, The shire council rightly re-
fused to take it over, for that reason. Had the
Treasurer taken his advice about two years ago,
and spent another £100, in addition to the amount
offered by the Boonah Shire Council and the
amount collected locally, the road would have
been in proper order to-day. About £200 was
required to make it available for tourists, and to
enable the land, on which there was a large
quantity of valuable timber, to be cut up and
selected. He understood about 30,000 acres
would be readily availed of if the department
would enly do what he had suggested.  Hehoped
the Secretary for Lands would consult his en-
gineer and see what could be done in the matter.

The SEORETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS :
So far from the Government being guilty of
parsimony, their action was one of unrequited
generosity. He had ridden over the rvad ; and,
speaking from recollection, he was told the
amount necessary to make the road available
was about £1,500. The Government had spent
far more than that, yet the shire council and the
people ccncerned had not done anything towards
making the approach to the road at the foot of
the range. They had declined to do anything at
all, not because the road was unfinished; they
were unanimous in the opinion that it was a
remarkably fine piece of engineering work,

Mr, JENKINSON : As far as it went.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLICLANDS:

Yes. You could drive four or five horses down
there quite easily. The reason why the local
authorities declined to do anything was because
shey thought they could get the Government to
go the whole length. That was the exact reason
why this fine piece of work was allowed to re-
main in its present state.

Mr. JENKINSON : The fact of the matter
was when the work was forecasted the members
of the shire council and the residents of Boonah
and Killarney did not profess to have any
engineering capabilities. The result was the
Government sent their engineer up, and he fore-
casted the amount necessary ; but, unfortunately,
before ths work was completed there came a
visitation from Heaven, in the shape of a heavy
thunderstorm, which practically destroyed a good
deal of the work that had been carried out hy
the Government engineer. He could not blame
the Government for that. He had stated before
publicly that the work was a credit to the Go-
vernment as well as to the engineer in charge ;

[Hon.J. T, Bell.
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but now it was positively dangerous, As to the
question of unrequited generosity, could the
Secretary for Lands tell them of another instance
where a number of citizens put their hands in
their pockets and contributed over £100 towards
an expenditure to enable the Goverament to
complete the work ?

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Yes; numbers of
cases.

Mr. JENKINSON : If the Government would
not recognise the exceptional circumstances of
this case they were blind to the public interest,

The district had acted in a public-

[8 poru.]  spirited manner and simply asked

the Government to back it up. If

the Treasurer would only inspect the road him-

self, he would be convinced of the accuracy of
the statement made.

The TREASURER : I will take the matter into
consideration,

Mr. JENKINSON : That was not sufficient
either for him or his constituents. He was
pleading on behalf of the general taxpayer, who
had contributed £3,000 towards the cost of the
road, and the whole of that money would be
wasted 1f the Government left the road in its
present condition.

The SecrETARY FOR PUBLIC Lanps : Will the
shire council put the approaches in order?

Mr. JENKINSON understood that the shire
council would be fully prepared to assume the
responsibility if the Government would complete
the work they had undertaken.

The SuCRETARY FoR Prusric Lasps: If the
shire council will make the approaches, the
whole situation will be altered.

Myr. JENKINSON : Would the hon. gentle-
man pledge himself that if the shire council
would make the approaches the Government
would complete the work ? 1t was a shame that
the money should be wasted, and that the road
should be lying idle, considering the amount of
timber which was available and the fact that
the land when cleared would be readily taken
up. He had a list of people who would be ready
to take up the land if the Secrstary for Public
Lands would throw it open, but the making of
the road must precede the opening of the land.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC Lanps : You get
the shire council to make the approaches.

Mr. JENKINSON : He would do his best.
If the Government would put it in a proper
state of repair the shire council would be pre-
pared to undertake the responsibility.

- Mr. HAMILTON : There was a vote on this
Estimate for the Central Rabbit Board. When
the HEstimates-in-Chief were going through they
were promised a Rabbit Bill, and he should be
glad to know what the intentions of the Govern-
ment were? Was the Secretary for Lands going
to restore the poison carts? He saw that a
number of the carts that had been knocked off
had been destroyed.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC LANDS:
He had a Rabbis Bill ready, but he was sorry to
say that there was no time to bring it in. He
was afraid they would have to wait until next
session before anything could be done,

Mr. P. J. LEAHY : He was at Killarney not
long ago, and intended to drive over the new
road to Boonah, but when he had made his
arrangements he was informed that it was im-
possible to get over the road. He was at Boonah
a month ago, and the statements which had been
made in reference to the road were confirmed by
other people in the district. The least the
Government could do was to put the road in
such a condition that the public could use it.
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Reference had been made to the railway fares
and free passes issued to men in search of land.
He made an interjection, and the Premier said
that they did not need to do anything for the
people in Queensland because they were already
here. That was an extraordinary statement to
come from such a source. It was the concen-
tration and acme of selfishness, He had no
objection to giving iree passes to men from the
south in search of land, 2nd had no objection
to the Secretary for Public Lands committing
a little petty larceny by inducing men from
the south to come bere; but at the same time
he believed that the people already in the
country should be afforded the same facili-
ties for inspecting the land as southerners.
It was perfectly clear from the information that
they had from the Secretary for Lands that the
great bulk of the money spent in assisting
people to view land for selection was spent upon
southern men, If they could afford to be
generous to the people from the south they could
afford to be just to their own people. He noticed
that three grazing farms had been resumed in
the Dalby district. He would like to know the
names of the persons from whom they were
resumed, and why the selections had been
resumed. Then with regard to the Central
Rabbit Board, he should like to know what
the intentions of the Government were. They
certainly had got some information from the
Secretary for Lauds, but not by any means all
they desired. He observed that there was a
vute set down for the destruction of prickly pear.
Was that an additional sum required for the
clearing of the Jondaryan land or the land
west of Dalby? When replying the Minister
might also tell them something about the vote
of £2,500 for commission and agency fees.

The SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC LANDS :
have had all that already.

Mr. P. J. LEAHY : Yes; but the hon. gen-
tleman’s information on a former occasion was
not of a satisfactory nature. It was not by any
means as full as it should have been.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS :
Grazing farms 41 and 477 were two areas at the
terminus of the Dalby-Cattle Creek Railway,
which it was considered desirable to resume,
The township was on one of them. The allot-
ments had sold very well, and it was a very
profitable thing to resume the land. The other
farm was at Chinchilla, It was 10,000 acres
in exten$, but the soil was good, although the
land was infested with prickly pear. Men who
came from the south expressed their willing-
ness to take it up as prickly pear selections
and clear it. The Government purchased it for
£800, and had thrown it open at a price which
would ensure it all being taken up, and the
repayment of the cost. The deeds would not be
issued until the land was cleared. With regard
to the question about the Central Rabbit Board,
he could only say that the hon. gentleman was,
by that question, almost casting a slur on his
leader, who had already extracted the fullest
information on the subject.

Mr. FORSYTH thought they should have more
information on the item of £2,500 commission to
agents.

The TREASURER: We have discussed that
twice already.

Mr. FORSYTH was going to discuss it again.
It was pointed out when the Estimates-in-Chief
were going through, that that was the place for
such a vote to appear. He would ask the hon.
gentleman was it a fair thing, if he still in-
tended doing it? There was no oune who uvsed
to rail against the late GGovernment more than
the present Premier for the amount of unfore-
seen expenditure, and now the hon. gentleman

You
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spent £100,000 of unforeseen expenditure, and
wanted to pass it all with a smile. That was
a wrong thing to dc. He would like the
Treasurer to explain how it was that in the
Auditor-General’s report the amount put down
for commission to agents in other States was
£1,712, while in these Estimates the amount
was put down at £2,5007 With regard to the
survey fees, there was practically £5,000 asked
for in these Hstimates. When the regular HEsti-
mates were going through, he pointed out that
last year there was £17,000 down for ¢ Fees to
Licensed Surveyors,” and £22,000 was spent, and
vet only £22,000 was down this year, although
the officer in charge stated that this was going
to be a record year and a good deal more money
would be required.

Mr. RANKIN : There was a good deal of
misunderstanding about the matter of allowing
railway fares. He understood that Queens-
landers who were looking for land were granted
the same facilities as men from the other States,
and he would like to know if that was so? One
instance he knew of was that of a man from the
south going to purchase a private estate—mot
Crown lands—and a Queenslander was after the
same land. While the man from the south was
travelling on a free pass, the Queenslander had
to pay his own fare; and yet the visitor was
competing against him., If facilities were given
to Queenslanders to spy out land for themselves,
it would be just as well it should be made known.
The Lands Department should grant them the
same facilities as were granted to other people.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICLANDS:
He was quite prepared to give, and did give,
passes to all bond fide Queenslanders who were
looking for lJand. That did not mean that any
Queenslander who wanted a free railway trip was
going to get it with the help of the Lands Depart-
ment. 1If he was a bond fide selector, looking for
land, and more particularly if he was 2 man who
had never had & selection, he certainly would
not be refused a pass. With regard to giving
southern men passes, he considered it was a good
policy to use our railways for the purpose of
settling these men in Queensland. It might
be eaid that there was a danger of men
coming up from the south in order to get a free
trip over the railways, by saying that they were
looking for land; but a check upon a wholesale
practice of that kind was that the men who came
to Brisbane had to pay their own fares, and they
could not be purely penniless persons if they did
that. The instance given by the hon. member
for Burrum of a Queenslander and a man from
New South Wales travelling towards the same
freehold property in order to acquire it, one with
a railway pass and the other paying his own
railway fare. was an unfortunate occurrence. If
that man came to Queensland solely with the
purpose of purchasing private property, he must
have obtained his pass under false pretences. It
was quite probable he came up here to look ab
some Orown lands, and that in the meantime he
was struck with the freehold property. He was
convinced that the general policy of encouraging
southern men was a good one. At the same
time, he was as liberal as anyone could be to
Queenslanders.

Mr. RANKIN: As a means of guarding
against the kind of thing he had referred to,
there might be a vegulation that any man taking
up land should have his railway fare refunded.

The TREASURER : With regard to the im-
portant matters raised by the hon, member for
Carpentaria, he (Mr. Kidston) for

[8.30 p.m.] a long time had pointed out that
it was very improper that such a

large sum of unforeseen expenditure should be

Hon. W. Kidston.]
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incurred, but his remarks rolled off the hon. mem-
ber and his colleagues, and had not the slightest
effect on them. The fact that the hon. member
had been sitting three years in opposition, and
was likely to sit there for another three years—
(Government laughter)—mow showed the hon.
member the beauty of this doctrine. He was
quite plessed that the hon. gentleman agreed
with him in this matter. But the hon. gentle-
man must remember that in the best regulated
Gilovernments there were little laches now and
then.

Mr. ForsyTH : £100,000 is a pretty fair laxity.

The TREASURER: It was made up of a
number of little items,

Mr. ForsyTH : A multitude of sins.

The TREASURER : He agreed that some-
thing should be put upon the Hstimates-in-
Chief in regard to such contingencies, and he
should try to have that system carried out next
year. With regard to the hon. gentleman’s
vaference to the diffarence of £1700 in {h c
Auditor-General’s report and the £2,500 in the
Supplementary Estimates, the Auditor-General’s
report only dealt with matters up to the 30th
June ; while, as the hon. member knew, engage-
ments made in the old year were paid up to the
end of September, and came out of this appro-
priation.

Mr. P. J. LEAHY : With regard to the
amount placed on the vote for the Central Rabbit
Board, they were told last week that the ex-
penditure was less than the amount voted, and he
would like an explanation from the Minister on
that point ?

The TREASURER: It is not very likely that
the Central Rabbit Board will spend less than
the amount voted.

Mr. P. J. LEAHY : That was stated in the
House the other night, and he would like an
explanation,

The CHAIRMAN : I would like to remind
the hon. member for Warrego that he has already
discussed this item on the general Estimates.

Mr. P. J. LEauY: I am going to discuss it
now.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I would point
out that in these Supplementary Estimates the
discussion must be confined to the items, and
the hon. mewber is not entitled to raise the
question of Government policy. I have allowed
hon, members & good deal of latitude on these
Estimates, and a general observation is all right
in connection with a particular item, but hon.
members cannot go further,

The TREASURER : The Act provided that
the Government shounld grant a sum to the
Central Rabbit Board not exceeding £100,000.
The boacd spent that sum, and the Committee
were now asked to vote £6,000 extra, which the
board had also spent.

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: A week ago the Minister
said that they spent less than the amount voted.

The TREASURER : He did not believe that
any such thing was said.

Question put and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND STOCK.

The TREASURER moved that £4,925 1s. 4d.
be voted for “Department of Agriculture and
Stock.” The only item of any importance was
£2,652 19s. 6d., the expense of establishing a
State farm at Roma.

Mr. P. J. LEAHY : This was a very serious
master.  Here they found :£3,000 had been
expended without coming before Parliament at
all, and now they were asked to confirm the act
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of the Government. That was not a proper:
thing to do. The House ought to have some
say in these things. The policy of the present
Government evidently was, when they could
depend upon a district voting for a certain mem-
ber to support the Government, that district
would get £2,000 or 4£3,000 spent there.

Mr. JENKINSON asked if the £86 10s. 8d.
for “Botanic Gardens and Government Domain”
was In connection with lighting the Botanic
Gardens ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: No.

Mr. JENKINSON : He would like to know
what progress had been made towards lighting
the Botanic Gardens, as the summer months
were now coming on and country people had no
place to go to at night.

The TREASURER : He was very desirous of
lighting the Botanic Gardens in Brisbane, but he
could not spend £2,000 or £3,000 for that purpose
without spending some money in other towns as
well,

Hon. E. B. Forrest: Have you got an
estimate ?

The TREASURER: He bhad not; but had
been informed that it would cost a good deal of
money. He was getting an estimate now, and
thought he would be able to go on with the
matter.

Hown. E. B. FORREST : Two or three years
ago an estimate had been obtained, and he
thought the total was about £1,500 at the very
outside. It was not necessary to light the whole
Botanic Gardens.

The TREASURER : I think it is very desirable.

Hov. E. B. FORREST : It was very desirable,
but they could make a very good job by lighting
only the portion near the bandstand and along
the river bank. He understood from the Govern-
ment that they were going to have the thing
done when the new Director was appointed from
the Agricultural Department. Something of
the sort had been wanted for a very long time,
particularly in the summer months, and the
money would be spent in the interests of a large
section of the public and visitors. The Botanic
Gardens were very beautiful, and the only objec-~
tion was that they were too small. Visitors who
came here said they had seen nothing better in
Australia, except that they were too limited in
area. It was perfectly absurd to talk about
£3,000, as nothing like that amount was required
for lighting.

The TREASURER : A statement was made
to him the other day to the effect that the light-
ing of the Botanic Gardens would cost under
£1,000. He would be very glad if the Govern-
ment could carry out the work for that amount.

The CHATRMAN : I wish to point out that
this discussion is not in order. We are not dis-
cussing the intentions of the Government now.
All these items have been expended.

Mr. P. J. LEAHY asked for information
about the £2,775 in connection with the State
farm at Roma gardens. Did that amount in-
clude the purchase of any land, or did the land
beloug to the Government ?

The TREASURER : The amount had been
spent in initiatory expenses, such as clearing,
fencing, ploughing, erection of buildings, etc.,
ete.

Mr. P. J. LEAHY : Could the Treasurer tell
what it ¢ost to clear the land ?

The TREASURER : He had not that infor-
mation with him,
Question put and passed.
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

The TREASURER moved that £1,252 16s. bd.
be granted for ““ Department of Public Instruc-
tion.” As hon. members would see, practically
the whole of the amount wus made up of supple-
mentary amounts to schools of arts and technical
colleges.

Question put and passed.

DEPARTMENT OF MINES.

The TREASURER moved that £1,040 5s, 5d.
be granted for “‘ Departiment of Mines.” This,
as hon, members could see for themselves, was
also made up of several small items. The largest
amount was £500 “‘ Grant to O.K. Copper Mines
Development Syndicate towards cost of Bridge
over Walsh River.”

Mr. JENKINSON: He would like some
information with regard to the £225 12s. 5d.
““Subsidy to Dawson River Anthracite Coal
Prospecting Company and the Dunstan Coal
Syndicate.”

The TREASURER : That was a sum he was
chiefly responsible for. It was given to the coal
companies in the Central district to encourage
them to develop an anthracite coal bed in the
Dawson Valley. Under the arrangement the
companies were to find a part and the Govern-
ment were to find a part—that was, £1 to £2.
He regretted to say that the companies had not
succeeded in their venture, and ultimately the
Government had to take possession, and were
now working the mines.

Mr. JENKINSON : A State coalmine?

The TREASURER : He was pleased to tell
the Committee that he had to-day got word
from Mr. Rankin, who was in charge of the
mine, through the Mines Office that at 264
feet they had struck a bed of anthracite coal
6 feet 6 inches in width. That was very gratify-
ing information. .

HoxoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The TREASURER : They were sending a
sample of the coal to Garden Island, Sydney. to
be tested by naval experts; and he could only
hope for the sake of Queensland, and for the
sake of Central Queensland particularly, that
the quality of the coal actually produced would
be equal in character to that shown by analysis,
If that were so, it would be a very good Christ-
mas box for Jueensland. )

Mr. ForsyrH: How much have you spent
up to the present time ?

The TREASTRER : T cannot tell you.
Question put and passed.

RAILWAYS.

The TREASURER moved that £13,714 4s. 3d.
be granted for ‘‘Railways.” The hon. member
for Carpentaria would be pleased to note that
in a great department like this there was only
£18,700 of unforeseen expenchture. He thought
it was esceedingly creditable to the Commis-
sioner, and to the officers under the Commis-
sioner, that the department was run last year
with so small an unforeseen expenditure.

Mr. JENKINSON asked if the amount
£495 8s. 10d.—““Stores Branch,” included the
expenses in connection with the inquiry into the
Stores Branch ?

The TrREASURER: No; That does not come
under this at all.

Question put and passed.

[11 DrcemeER.]

Supply. 2187

SUPPLEMENTARY TrusT Fuxps ESTIMATES,
1905-6.
CHIEF SECRETARY.

The TREASURER moved that £2,579 3s. 5d.
be granted for ¢ Chief Secretary.”

Mr. FORSYTH: The Committee had noc
information about this big item. What was it
for ?

The TREASURER: It was extra passage
money vequired in connection with the return of
Pacific Islanders.

Mr. JENKINSON : He noticed in the papers
that an officer had been appointed as one of the
(Government agents who had been connected
with the department before, when some serious
thing happened in connection with it.

The TREASURER: Wehave nothing to do with
that. The whole business has been handed over
to the Federal Government.

Question put and passed.

HOME SECRETARY.

The TREASURER moved that £13,250 be
granted for ‘“Home Secretary.” That was a
trust account that had been opened here in con-
nection with the overdraft of the DBrisbane
Hospital.

Question put and passed.

THE TREASURER.

The TREASURER moved that £9,489 14s,
be granted for this department. There was, as
hon. members could see, an increase, chiefly on
account of the work done in the Brishane River.
More dredges were employed, and it was thought
wise to spend more money than they had pro-
vided on the training walls, in order to carry the
work out in an effective and speedy manner.

Question put and passed.

AGRICULTURE AND STOCK.

The TREASURER moved that £10,637 15s. 6d.
be granted for this department. The chief item
was for increases in salaries to the inspectors of
stock.

Mr. FORSYTH: He noticed an iterm for
postage, incidentals, etc., £750. He would like
to know what that referred to?

The TREASURER explained that, instead of
passing over a large amount of money to the
bank and charging them interest, the bank was
only charged interest on the actual amount they
were using—3 per cent. on the minimum weekly
balance.

Question put and passed.

SUPPLEMENTARY Loax EsTiMates, No. 2,
1905-6.

The TREASURER moved that £17,154 10s.

2d. be granted as Supplementary Loan Esti-

mates. The chief item was £9,571

[9p.m.] 18s. 6d. required for rabbit netting,

and there was also a large amount

of £2,833 2z. 10d. required for new boilers for the
dredge *‘ Platypus.”

Hox. R. PHILP would suggest to the Trea-
surer that if on a future cccasion the necessity
arose for bringing in Supplementary Loan Hsti-
mates he should have information at his disposal
to supply to the Committee. He had only
asked him omne question to-night, and he could
not get an answer. Ie had referred to the
question of commission to agents, and all the
hon. gentleman could tell them was that two

Hon. R. Philp.]
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persons, named Pulsford and Murphy, had re-
ceived the money. The hon. gentleman adopted
an attitude of ¢‘ take it or leave it.”

Mr., JENKINSON noticed an item of
£273 153s. B5d. for “Surveys.” He would ask
whether that included an amount for the re-
sarvey of the Fassifern line for the parpose of
cutting down the steep grades? Three-fourths
of the haulage incurred on that line at the pre-
sent time could be saved if the work he referred
to was carried out. Would the hon. gentleman
take the matter into his consideration ?

Mr. P. J.LEAHY asked if the £9,571 18s. 6d.
set down for wire netting was for the purpose
of supplying the boards, or supplying the lessees,
with wire netting ?

The TREASURER: The hon. gentleman
would see that the vote came under the Rabbit
Boards Acts, 1896 to 1903, and covered both the
supply of netting to the lessees and to the
boards. It made no difference to the Govern-
ment to whom it was supplied.

Mr. P. J. LEAHY thought it would be in the
public interest to know how much retting was
supplied to the boards, and how much to the
lessees, but if the Treasurer had not got the
information he wounld not press the matter.

Mr. PAULL referred to the amount of £265
5s. 9d. paid to G. C. Wilcocks on account of
prospecting. Had the whole amount been
repaid, or was there any prospect of its return ?

The TREASURER : That was only part of
the money advanced, and he hoped it would be
all repaid.

Ho~x. R. PHILP: In reference to the ques-
tion raised by the hon. member for Fassifern,
he would point out that although the Fassifern
line was one of the best paying branch railways
in the State, yet it was in an unsatisfactory
condition. It took three and a-half hours to
travel 35 miles, and if it was dealt with in the
way suggested by the member for the district, it
would pay very much better.

Question put and passed.

SUPPLEMENTARY Loax Estryates 1906-7.

The TREASURER moved that £150,000 be
granted out of the Supplementary Loan Hsti-
mates for the Richmond to Cloncurry Railway.
The item required no explanation.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN reported
that the Committee had come to certain resolu-
tions.

The resolutions were received and agreed to.

SHEARERS AND SUGAR WORKERS
ACCOMMODATION ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

MESSAGE FROM THE Corxcir, No. 2.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Legislative Council, disagree-
ing to the Assembly’s amiendment in paragraph
9 of clause 8, but proposing a modification of the
original amendment.

CONSIDERATION OF THE MESSAGE 1N COMMITTEE.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE:
When dealing with the Bill last Thursday, he
pointed out that the Council’s amendment re-
quired temporary provision to be made in a
travelling shearer’s plant for twenty shearers,
exclusive of lahourers, involving the employment,
at any rate, of thirty men in connection with a

[Hon. B. Philp.
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travelling plant. He further said that no doubt
the amendment would be a great convenience to
the grazing farmer, but there was a dangerunder
it of the principle of the Bill being interfered
with, On that account the Committee thought
it desirable that the number * twenty” should be
reduced to {ifteen—the words ‘‘exclusive of
Jabourers” being deleted from the amendment.
That meant that a total of fifteen shearers and
labourers would be the maximum number for
whom temporary accommodation had to be pro-
vided in connection with travelling shearer’s plant,
The Upper House insisted that the amendment
should not be disturbed as regarded the labourers.
He was unwilling to send the Bill back to
another place for fear other portions of it should
be lost. He had already pointed out how diffi-
cult it was having no power to frame regula-
tions, and his department would be seriously
hampered again during the coming year if they
had no regulations. They could make regula-
tions for accommodation ; and, if it was found
that the root idea was interfered with by this
amendment, they could deal with if again next
year. The Bill was too valuable to be lost,
because of the number of men who were to be
provided with temporary accommmodation. There-
fore, he found himself in the position of asking
the Committee to accept the amendment.

Mr. KERR did not like the amendment of
the Upper House. They wanted to allow twenty
shearers, exclusive of labourers, but the As-
sembly amended it to fifteen. The portable
plants that travelled round had stands for four-
teen shearers, and that meant that there were
ten or twelve rouseabouts engaged as well, mak-
ing twenty-five or twenty-seven men who were
exempt from the provisions of the Bill. He
agreed with the Minister that the Bill was a
valuable one, but there was such a thing as
giving away any value that was attached to it.
The Upper House, in sticking to fifteen shearers,
exclusive of labourers, were going to break down
one of the main provisions of the original Aet,
where a rouseabout was defined as a shearer.
He and the hon. member {or Gregory, who had
taken a great interest in getting this Bill passed,
knew the conditions under which shearing was
carried out, and they knew that a good many
could contract themselves out of the Bill alto-
gether, He felt inclined to move an amendment
reducing the number of shearers to twelve, and
allowing the * exclusive of labourers” to go.

The TREASURER : So do I, but what is the use?

Mr. KERR : These portable shearing plants
carried a six-horse power engine and boiler, and
they could only work fourteen shearers alto-
gether, as it would only provide driving power
for fourteen machines. So that the Council
wanted to provide for more men than the
engine was capable of providing power for. The
Council had got concessions in two or three di-
rections already. He was looking after the
interests of the men following shearing occupa-
tions, and the amendment was taking away the
greatest safety there was in the Bill. If they
accepted the amendment, it would be against
the interests of the men they represented. He
moved that the Council’s amendment beamended
by substituting ‘‘ twelve” for *“ fifteen.”

Mr. HAMILTON was sorry that the Minis-
ter had accepted the amendment. He quite
admitted that it was a good Bill, and he also
adwmitted that the Minister was hampered by
want of regulations. The Council seemed to
look at it as a matter of pounds, shillings, and
pence, and did not consider the effect it would
have on human people. What was the use
of passing measures like this in a democratic
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Assembly if that other chamber of horrors inter-
fered with it, as they did with all democratic
legislation ?

Hon. R. PaILP: One of your own nominees
moved the amendment.

Mr. HAMILTON : He was not his nominee,
at any rate.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for
Gregory is not in order in reflecting on the
members of the Upper House.

Mr. HAMILTON: The amendment intro-
duced by the Upper House, if it were passed,
would wipe a lot of good out of the Bill. Surely
the health and well-being of thirty-five men was
worthy of the consideration of any chamber !

The PREMIER : The Minister, 1n agreeing
to the Legislative Council’s amendment, pointed
out that it was an objectionable amendment
from his point of view, and hkely to interfere
with the efficiency of the Act, but he only
accepted it as the lesser of two evils—the other
evil being the danger of losing the whole Bill,
The Minister did not want to lose the Bill, as it
gave him power to make regulations, so that
there was not only the danger of losing this Bill,

but also the danger of losing the
[9.30 p.m.] principal Act, as they had no power

to make regulations. Hon., mem-
bers conld move an amendment if they liked,
but they would have to take the responsi-
bility of getting the whole thing thrown out
in the other Houss if they did so. Under the
present Bill the Minister could make regu-
lations prescribing the nature and extent of the
temporary accommodation to be supplied by the
owner ; but if this amending Bill were thrown
out, the Minister would have no such power at
all, His judgment was to take what they could
get to-day and hope for something better next
year, and if it did not work well then they could
get it amended the next year.

Hox. R. PHILP hoped the hon. member for
Barcoo would withdraw his amendment. Accord-
ing to his own argument, the portable plants
could only provide power for fourteen shearing
machines, and the Council gave permission for
one more man to be employed. Was it not
better to havethese small portable plants running
through the country, and saving the small
selectors the cost of putting up sheds? The
Council had given them some useful amend-
ments, and this was onme which they might
accept. As this was a Parliament that was
about to expire, they might agree to the amend-
ment.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
explained that his department would be seriously
crippled without having the power to make
regulations, as was provided under the Bill. He
pointed out that the Council did not interfere
with the increasein the amount of air space, which
had been increased from 240 feet to 350 feet. He
hoped the hon. member for Barcoo would not
insist on his amendment.

Mr. KERR: The portable plants were shear-
ing on the large holdings, and those holdings
were not making the necessary improvements.
Why should one station-owner have to provide
suitable accommodation for his employees while
another did not have to make that accommoda-
tion because he had his shearing done with a
portable plant? He was as much interested in
the shearers and rouseabouts as any member of
the Committee. Before he withdrew the amend-
ment, he wanted an assurance from the Minister

[11 DrcemBEr.] Lands for Closer Settlement.
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in charge of the measure that the owners of those
portable plants would have to provide sufficient
accommodation for the men working on the
plants. If the Minister was not prepared to
give that assurance, he should certainly press his
amendment.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
He had nos the slightest hesitation in giving the
assurance asked for. The clause read, ¢ So that
in all respects the health and well-being of the
shearers will be provided for.” He would take
good care that the regulations were such that the
well-being of the shearers was properly safe-
gusrded.

Mr, P. J. LEAHY thought the best thing for
the hon. member for Barcoo was to let the matter
drop. There was nothing in it. It was a piece
of political fireworks. The Minister could give
no more assurance than was provided in the
clause. He hoped the hon, member for Barcoo
would gracefully back down—it was the best
thing he could do.

The CHAIRMAN: On considering the
matter, I do not think I can submit the amend-
ment of the hon, member for Barcoo, as it is
practically in accord with the amendment of the
Council.

Mr. KERR : He didnot think there wasanyone
in the Chamber who would have accused him of
making political fireworks, other than the hon.
member for Warrego. Long before that hon.
member had been in the Chamber, he (Mr. Kerr)
had always advocated better accommodation for
shearers and bush workers ; but they had had
the experience of the maladministration of Acts
in the past by the previous continuous Govern-
ment,

Mr, P.J. LEAHY : He had not referred to the
hon. member for Barcoo at all. He referred to
the party of which he (Mr. Kerr) was the mouth-
piece, and he certainly would not withdraw any-
thing he had said. He ventured to say, if they
took the facts into account, the late Government
had administered their Acts a great deal better
than the present Government,

Question put and passed.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
AGRICULTURE, a consequential amendment
was made in line 29.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported that the Committee had agreed to para-
graph 9B in the form now proposed by the
Legislative Couneil, and a consequential amend-
ment which they proposed to insert in clause 4,
line 29, after the word *‘ section.”

The report was adopted, and the Bill was
ordered to be returned to the Legislative Council,
by message in the usual form.

RICHMOND TO CLONCURRY RAILWAY,
SECTION No. 2.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
messaze from the Legislative Council, intimating
that the Council had approved of the plan, sec-
tion, and book of reference in connection with:
this railway.

LANDS FOR CLOSER SETTLEMENT
SPECIAL PURCHASE BILL.
MessAGE ¥RoM THE COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Council, returning this Bill
without amendment.

Hon. Sir 4. 8. Cowley.]
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GATTON SCHOOL OF ARTS BILL.
MzessAGE rrROM THE COUNCIL,

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Council, returning this Bill
without amendment.

DALBY TO CATTLE CREEK RAILWAY
DISTRICT BILL.
Mgessack FroM THE COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Council, returning this Bill
without amendment.

CONTRACTORS AND WORKMEN’S
LIEN BILL.
MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of the
following message :—
Mr. Speaker,—

The Legislative Council, having had under considera-
tion the message of the Legislative Assembly, of date
7th December, relative to the Contractors’ and Work-
men’s Lien Bill, beg now to intimate that they—

Insist upon their amendments in clauses 2, 4 (as now
printed}, 6 ins now printed), 10 (as now printed), 13 (as
now printed), 22, 26, 34. and in the schedule ; alsoupon
the omission of clanse 13—all relating to the workmen of
a subcontractor, because the Council consider it inadvis-
able to extend the lien to the workmen of the subcon-
tractor;

Insist upon their amendment in clause 7, lines 51 to
57 (as now printed;, becrtuse it is counsidered dangerous
to allow the interests of the mortgagee to be over-
ridden; and

Agree to the Assembly’s amendments upon the Coun-
cll's amendments in clause 4 (as now printed) and in
clause 29, and to the Assemnbly’s amendment in the new
clause to follow clause 2.

ARTHUR MORGAN,

Prexident.
Legislative Couneil Chamber,

Brisbane, 11th December, 1906.

COXSIDERATION OF THE ¥ ESSAGE 18 COMMITTEE.
* The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved that the Assembly no longer insist on
their disagreement to the Council’s amendments.
The first point of difference was that the Legis-
lative Council wished to strike out subcontrac-
tors’ workmen. The Bill, as originully sent to
the Council, included the subcontractor. The
Council had eliminated the subcontractors’
workmen. The Assctnbly disugreed to that
ameundment, and sent the Bill back, insisting on
their own amendment, so far as the subcon-
tractors’ workmen wers concerned. He re-
gretted thns the Council had insisted
[10p.m.] on their amendment, because it was
a very sevicus blewnish on the Bill,
but, on the whole, sceing that there were some
very useful provisions in the Bill, it was wise
to get what they could on this oceasion, and
leave the remedy to some other time. The other
point of difference was in connection with giving
priority to tiie workmen for thirty days over
a mortgagee. The Council had also insisted on
thiat. Under the circunustances, he moved that
the amendments be agreed to.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed, The CHAIRMAN reported
that the Committee nolonger insisted upon their
disagreement to those amendments on which the
Legislative Council had insisted.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC WORKS
moved that the report be adopted.

Hox. R. PHILP : Tt scems to me that the
Bill might as well be dropped altogether. This
side insisted that everyone should be protected,

[Hon. Sir 4. 8. Cowley.
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but the Minister would not have that. He only
wanted to protect contractors, subcontractors,
and workmen ; while the Opposition wanted to
protect the people who supplied material. By
the omission of subcontractor the Bill is no
hetter than the existing law. Subcontractors
ought to be protected, and also the men who
supply material. Apparently Ministers will
accept anything in order to get away.
Question put and passed.

On the motion of the SECRETARY ¥FOR
PUBLIC WORKS, the Bill was ordered to be
returned with a message intimating that the
Assembly no longer insisted upon their disagree-
ment to those amendments on which the Couneil
had insisted.

BRISBANE CRICKET GROUND BILL.
MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL.

The SPEAXER announced the receipt of a
message from the Council returning this Bill
with amendments.

CONSIDERATION OF THE MESSAGE IN COMMITIEE.

The HOME SECRETARY moved that the
Committee agree to all the amendments of the
Legislative Council in the Bill.

Hon. R. PHILP pointed out that they had no
amendments before them. What were the
amendments ?

The HOME SECRETARY : The Counecil
had inserted in clause 2, after paragraph (d),
the following :(—

Every such lease shall contain a covenunt that the

land so leased shall not be uwsed for the purpose of an
hotel.

Then there was also inserted a new clause to the
following effect :—

The trustees shall not have power to lease or use such
Brishane Crieket Ground for the purpose of horse or
pony racing, and any lease to be hereafter granted shall
contain a pronibition of horse or pony racing on such
land.

After clause 5 they proposed to insert—

If within six months after the passing of this Aet
the couneil of the city of South Brisbane shall assmne
or pay and discharge all the obligations of the said
trustees, so that the trustees shall he effectively re-
leased frows all obligation in vespect thereof, the piece
or pareel of land set forth in the preambic of this Act
shall thereupon becoms vested in the said counecil
upon the same trusts as set forth iu the deed of grant
thereof, and the preamble of the Brisbane Cricket
Ground Act of 1897,

After claus» 3 it was proposed to insert—

No vesting of sueh Iland in the said council shall be
decmed teo abrogate any right now .possessed by mem-
bers of the Brishane Cricket Ground as such.

There was nothing contentious in the amend-
ments.

Hon. R. PHILP thought all the amendments

wers improvements.

Mr. BARNES thought the other House was
to be congratulated upon what they bad done.
The Bill was rushsd through this House in the
early hours of the morning, although it should
have been known to the Government that it was
& contentious messure. The way in which that
ground had been used in connection with pony-
racing at night time, and the abuses to which 1t
had been put, had been a disgrace to the city of
Brisbane.

An HoXOURABLE MEMBER :
Coorparoo.

Mr. BARNES: He was not justifying Coor-
paroo, but he believed the other House had

Not as bad as
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-done splendid work. e did not think the
trustees of the ground themselves had any
knowledge of what had been going on there,
All kinds of abominations had been committed,
and, if it were not for the fact that ladies were
in the gallery, he would give hon. members some
information on the subject. The whole business
had been a disgrace that would cause people to
blush if they knew the facts. He was thoroughly
in sympathy with legitimate sport, but when a
place was made the breeding ground of vice,
they ought to be thankful to the Upper Chamber
for performing such a splendid duty towards the
citizens of Brisbane.

Mr. DIBLEY could not allow the hon.
member’s remarks to pass without notice. He
was a trustee of the ground, and had been there
on several occasions, and he never saw anything
they would not see on any racecourse. He did
not know at what time of night the hon. member
went there, but the only thing that he could
find fault with was the usual pandemonium
made by the bookmakers. The same state of
things was to be found all the world over, and
the hon. gentleman had no proof of what he
said. The police reports were not against the
ground, and never were.

Mr. BarxEs : The ground is used for prostitu-
tion.
Mr, DIBLEY : The hon. member ought to be
proud to think that racing had been removed
from his own electorate, but perhaps he would
like a racecourse back again at Coorparoo, and
he would probably have one. He had made an
assertion which was most untrue. If there was
any immorality carried on, it was in the park,
and not In the grounds. He had been there
several times, and had taken friends there, and
had never seen anything wrong at all. e had
never seen a drunken man there. He did not
believe himself that there was any honesty in
horse-racing. There might here and there be a
a man who raced horses for the love of sport,
bat most men raced them for gambling purposes.
He would join willingly wish the hon. member
at any time to bring in a Bill to abolish horse-
racing altogether. He did not believe in it any
more than he believed in drinking; but he
thought it was wrong for the hon. member to
get up and say that the ground was a hotbed of
immorality. The hon. member admitted thut
he had not been shere, and he only knew what
somebody else had told him.

Mr. BARNES was very careful to say that
he was certain the trustees could not be aware of
what was going on. If the hon. member for
Woolloongabba had been in the other Chamber
he would have heard an opinion on the grounds
from an hon. geutlenan who was himself en-
gaged in horse-racing, and who gave the
grounds a very bad name. The hon. member
could not deny that the grounds were a disgrace
not only on account of the racing but on
account of the prostitution which was carried on
there at night, and he was not afraid to say is.

Question put ard passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re-
ported that the Committee had agreed to the
Legislative Council’s amendments, and a inessage
was ovdered to be returned to that effect.

CITY OF SOUTH BRISBANE LOAN
BILL.
MEessacE ¥rOM THE COUNCIL.
The SPEAKER aunounced the receipt of a
message from the Council returning this Bill

with an amendment, in which they asked the
concurrence of the Legislative Assembly.
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CONSIDERATION OF MESSAGE IN COMMITTEE.

The TREASURER moved that the amend-
mens of the Council be agreed to. It was
simply a rearrangement of the schedule setting
forth the amounts devoted to each ward. When
the Bill went from the Assembly, No. 1 ward
was provided for in the schedule for £14,850,
but the schedulenow provided that £15,400 should
be spent in No. 1 ward. The amount to be
spent in each of the four wards was altered, but
the total remained the same. It was a matter
of arranging, carried out at the suggestion of the
South Brisbane Council.

Hon. R. PHILP : So far as he cculd see, there
was no objection to the amendment, but there
was & new schedule issued by the Secretary for
Public Instruction, and that hon. gentleman
might have had the courtesy to circulate copies
of 1t in the Assembly.

The TREASURER : I never saw it.

Mr. BOUCHARD explained that the amend-
ment of the schedule was in accordance with the
resoluticn of the South Brisbane Counecil.

Question put and passed.

The Houseresumed. The CHATRMAN reported
that the Committee had agreed to the Council’s
amendment, and a message was ordered to be
returned to that effect

WAYS AND MEANS.
RESUMPTION OF COMMITTEE.

The TREASURER moved that further sums
not exceeding £2,202,681, £283,823 18s. 6d.,
and £890,735 be granted from the consolidated

revenue account, trust and special
{10.80 p.m.] fund account, and loan account re-

spectively, and that further supple-
mentary sums not exceeding £95,112 15s. 11d.,
£35,956 12s.11d., and £17,184 10s. 24d., be granted
respectively from the same accounts.

Hox, R. PHILP: This would be aconvenient
time for the Premier to tell them when he
intended holding the next election.  The House
ought to get some information on the matter.

Mr. PavrL: We would like to know if there
is going to be a short session ?

Hox, R. PHILP : There would not be any
short session. At any rate, he hoped not. They
were now giving the Government Supply until
the end of June. Did the Premier intend hold-
ing the electious befove the end of June? If not,
the House would have to be called together before
then to get further Supply. This was the last
opportunity they had of getting any information
from the Premier, and he would like to know if
the hon. gentleman had made up his mind.

The PreEMIER : I will give you all the informa-
tion you want before the House adjourns.

Hox. R. PHILP: This was the proper timse
to get the information.

The PREMIER : He did not wish to raise a
discussion on this matter just now, because he
had asked the Legislative Council to wait for
the Appropriation Bill. If hon. members wanted
to corme back to-morrow, he did not mind coming
back himself. When they had passed the
Appropriation Bill, he would give the House all
the information they wanted, and they could
discuss 1t until to-morrow morning.

Hox. R. PHILP: The Premier could tell him
all he wanted to know in five minutes, This
was the proper time to get that iuformation.
He did not want to keep the House waiting $ill
6 o'clock in the morning., He wanted to get
away in an hour’s time; but he would like to
know when the elections would take place.

Hon. B. Philp.]
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The CHAIRMAN: Order! This is not the
time to raise a debate as to whether there will be
another session or not, or as to when the elec-
tions will take place. This is Committee of
‘Ways and Means.

Question put and passed.

The PREMIER moved that the Chairman

report. the resolution to ths House.

Hox. R. PHILP: He would like t0o know
what arrangements had been made about the
business for to-night.  Was the Council asked to
wait ?

The PREMIER : He hoped to get back the
business from the Council, and also the Appro-
priation Bill, and then the work of the session
would be over. He would then give any
information about the elections.

Hon. R. Prwer: How long have you asked
the Council to wait for this Bill ?

The PREMIER: He had not asked the
Council to wait at all. Hon., members knew
the position as well as he did, and if it did not
suit their convenience it was all the same to
him.

Question put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN reported
that the OCommittee had come to certain
resolutions, which were agreed to, and it was
ordered that a Bill be introduced founded upon
these resolutions.

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 4.
ALL STAGES,

On the motion of the TREASURER, this
Bill was put through all its stages and ordered
to be transmitted to the Legislative Clouncil, by
message in the usual form.

At ten minutes to 11 o’clock,

The SPEAKER said: I shall resume the
chair at 11 o’clock.

The SpeakER resumed the chair at the hour
named.

SHEARERS AND SUGAR WORKERS
ACCOMMODATION ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

MzessacE ¥roM THE Ceuvxorn, No. 3.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Council, agreeing to the conse-
quential amendment made by the Assembly in
this Bill.

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 4.
MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Legislative Council, returning
this Bill without amendnent.

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER : I beg to move that the
House, at its rising, do adjourn until Tuesday
next. It is not intended that the House shall
meet again this session, and a proclamation will
be issued proroguing Parliament still further.
The session has come to an end, and while it
may be admitted that it has not been every-
thing that some of us could have desired—and
while it may be said even that it has not been
everything that it should have been—I think it
will be admitted by most fair-minded men that
we have done an exceedingly good session’s
work—work which on the whole will, I think,
be much to the advantage of Queensland in the

[Mr. Tackson
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future, if made good use of. As hon. members
know quite well, before the House meets again
—of course, I do not intend that there shall be
any short session—there will be a general elec-
tion, and, just as wa had little differences upon.
many things in the House, so it is possible we
may have little ditferences during the general
election.
Hon, R. ParLe: I hope so.

The PREMIER: I hope so myself. I think
the greatest calamity that could befal Queens-
land would be if the people did not take an
interest in the elections. I hope there will not
only be differences between us, but I hope the
election will be fought with some kind of spirit
and earnestness. 1 hope to fight so myself, and
I expect other men who differ with me to fight
that way. But I hope that, as far as possible,
there will be an absence of those personalities
which sometimes mar election times.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

The PREMIER : Whatever errors a man
may drop into in the heat of debate, it is well to
recognise beforehand that it is a bad thing not to
be conscious of our imperfections, and it is not a
bad thing to try and set up a high ideal. {Hear,
hear!) I am not greatly concerned in the mean-
time as to what will be the result of the elec-
tions,

Mr. ForsYTH: Are you not?

The PREMIER: No, I am not; and I may
tell the hon. gentleman that I never fought an
election yet in which I was greatly concerned
about the result., I have gone into many elec-
tion tights when the result meant a great deal
more to me than it means to-day. I am willing
to go into a fight with a heart for anything, and
meaning to do everything I know iu a fair way
to win ; but quite believing that, after all, the
electors will settle the matter according to their
own notions.

Mr. Forsyrd : They will settle it all right.

The PREMIER: I think the electors will
settle it, and we shall have to take it in the way
the electors settle it. However, although we
may quarrel then, there is mo occasion for
quarrelling now, especially as 1 do not know
whether we will all meet again or not.
(Laughter.)

Mr. Forsyrn: I think it is very unlikely.

The PREMIER : I do not know whether we
will all meet again in this House.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : We will meet some-
where else.

The PREMIER: And I am not sure that it
is at all desirable that we should all meet. (Hear,
hear, and laughter.)

Mr. ForsyTH : There is some truth in that.

Hon. R. PaiLp : You have not said when the
elections are to take place.

The PREMIER: In regard to when the
elections are likely to take place, the Government
have not yet definitely settled the matter; buf,
taking one consideration with another, my pre-
sent personal opinion is that it would be a con-
venience to the country if we held the elections,
approximately, about May.

Mr. ForsyrH: May?

The PREMIER: If the bhon. gentleman
would say whether that is too soon or too late,
T should be obliged to him. I have no preference
in the matter myself.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : April.

Mr, Mureny : Could you not put it off until
December ?
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The PREMIER : I have no personal predi-
lections myself, only it is desirable to consider
the period of the rainy season up North, and the
fact that it is desirable that whatever Govern-
ment the country chooses should have some little
time before meeting Parliament after the elec-
tions. I therefore think that some time about
May, approximately, should be chosen.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

The PREMIER: I am not making any pro-
mise in regard to the matter, for I have not yet
consulted my colleagues. 1 am expressing my
own opinion, and possibly I am near the truth
when I mention May.

Mr. Woons : Ministers will not be able to see
the country by that time,

Mr. PacET: There is plenty of time between
now and May.

The PREMIER : I have nothing further to
say than that if, as leader of the House, I have
offended the leader of the Opposition in any way,
I had no desireto do so. (Hear, hear !} I never
wish to offend a man personally, and if I have
done so I am sorry for it, I wish to do my duty
here, and, notwithstanding any imperfections of
a personal character, I wish to do it without
offending anyone or hurting anyone personally.
I wish hon. members on both sides ‘‘ A Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.”

HoxovraBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Ho~. R. PHILP: As I do not intend to be
here next Tuesday, T want to say that personally
I thank the Premier for the explanation he has
given to the House. I hope the elections will
be held in May. It is a very convenient month,
and it is cool.

Mr. WooDs : It is not convenient as far as the
North is concerned.

Hox. R. PHILP : I think it is convenient as
far as the North is concerned. It is the best
month for travelling through the country, and
T do not see how the elections can be held much
later, unless the Premier wants a short session.
T hope the elections will take place in May, and,
whatever the result, I hope they will be fought
fairly.

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr, KERR : Take the gloves off.

Hon. R. PHILP : I would remind the Pre-
mier that his party, as a rule, do not give very
attentive hearings to the other side.

GOvERNMENT MEMBERS : Oh, oh !

The PREMIER : ¥ ou must admit, I think, that
they are not worth it. (Laughter.)

Hox. R. PHILP: I was only remarking last
night what a difference there was between the
two parties—what a contrast there was. At
every meeting that is held by our party there are
three or four scoundrels in the hall who make a
noise, and at every meeting of the Labour party
you could hear a pin drop in the hall.

The HonE SECRETARY : You do not blame the
party for three or four scoundrels?

Hoxr. R. PHILP : In Victoria they are bring-
ing in a Bill to prevent that sort of thing happen-
ing ; and, whoever is in power next year, I hope
a Bill will be passed to see if we cannot preserve
decorum at public meetings. The present state
of affairs is a scandal and disgrace not only to
Brisbane but to other parts of the State.
Personally, I wish every member “A Merry
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Christmas and a Happy New Year.” T do not
suppose my temper is much better than the
Premier’s, but I have no personal feeling against
anyone.

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Hon. R. PHILP: Not even against the
Secretary for Lands. (Laughter.}) I hope the
Labour party will come back next year a little
more capable.

The PrEyier: Did I hear you say that you
hoped they would come back?

Hox. R. PHILP: We cannot hope that with
a number of the Labour party. Of course, we
cannot dispense with the hon, member for Barcoo,
buo there are plenty of his followers whom I hope
will not come back. I do not wish to sve them
come back. I hope we will have a good time at
the next election. I am going to fight with the
desire to win,

HonovraBLE MEMBERS ; Hear, hear !

Hoxn, R. PHILP : If I do not win, I shall not
be broken-hearted over it. I am much more
comfortable on this side than on the other.
Perhaps it makes less difference to me than it
does to the Premier whether I get a majority or
not, but I can assure him that we intend to test
every electorate in Queensland,

HoxoUurRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Hown. R. PHILP :
to get a majority.

And we will do our best

The PrEMIER: How many candidates will

you have for each constituency ?

Hon. R. PHILP : I think the Premier will
have a little more than one for some of his con-
stituencies. We hope to confine ourselves to
one candidate for each, and in double electorates
we will have two., We intend to make as strong
a fight as possible—as strong a fight as in the
federal elections, and if we do not win it will be
the fault of the electors.

Mr. Woons: You cannot win every one.

Hon. R. PHILP: We would not think of
taking the seat from the hon. member for Wootha-
kata., We could not do without him.

Mr. PacEr: There will be a Secretary for
Railways wanted.

Hon. R. PHILP: I hope we will come back
a little more amiable than we have been during
{his session.

The PrEMIER : Is that possible ?

Hon. R. PHILP: Well, there is room for im-
provement, I must admit. The Premier is not
quite as courteous as he might be, Personally,
1 have met with a good deal of courtesy from all
sides. Sometimes the hon. member for Barcoo is
inabad temper. Even to-night he said a thing he
was sorry for, and I did not reply. I can tell
the Premier that he does not extend that courtesy
to the leader of the Opposition that his pre-
decessors have done. I wish hon. members ‘A
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.”

HorouraBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. P. J. LeauY: He will be humble enough
after the elections.

Mr. KERR : I thank the Premier and leader
of the Opposition for their kindly expression of
good wishes towards members of this party.
T know it is not likely that we will all be back
here again. There will be changes, and some
who are here now will not be here next year.

My, Kerr.]
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There is an omission that has been made, and I
would like to express the good wishes of the
House to you, Sir, to the Clerk, and officers of
the House, and wish them ‘“ A Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.”

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. XERR : They have had to put up with a
great deal this session. Some of us no doubt
bave not always been as amiable as we might
have been, and, like the leader of the Opposi-
tion, I can only say that if I have sinned I ask
the forgiveness of hon. members. (Liaughter.
I hope what the leader of the Opposition has
said will not injure me in my electorate. He
says he wishes to see me back here, and that
Will)be used very strongly against me. (Laugh-
ter,

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER: I beg to move that this
House do now adjourn. I would just like to
say that the offence of interrupting a public
meeting does not belong to any one section or
any one party.

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

The PREMIER : No reasonable man orin-
telligent man will approve of any public man
being insulted at a public meeting. I never
knew any public man who approved of that kind
of thing. Whatever a public man may be en-
titled to, he is certainly entitled to a hearing,
and it is often a foolish thing for people to try to
prevent him from getting a hearing. I dare say
most men would be glad if they could stop it;
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but, so long as there are ignorant members of the
community, it will be impossible to stop it. I
move that the House do now adjourn.

Question put and passed.

The House adjcurned at twenty-one minutes
past 11 o’clock.

BILLS ASSENTED TO AT CLOSE OF
SESSION.

On Saturday, 15th December, a Gazette Extra-
ordinary was issued, signifying the assent of
His Excellency the Governor to the following
Bills :—

Appropriation Bill No. 4;

Warwick School of Arts Land Sale

‘Weights and Measures ;

State Forests and National Parks ;

Explosives ;

Cairns School of Arts:

Rockhampton Harbour Board Acts Amend-
ment

Succession ;

Harbour Boards Acts Amendment ;

Lands for Closer Settlement Special Pur-

chase ;
Gatton School of Arts;
Dalby to Cattle Creek Railway District ;
City of South Brisbane Loan ;
Brisbane Cricket Ground ;
Contractors’ and Workmen’s Lien ;

Shearers and Sugar Workers Accommoda-
tion Act Amendment ;
Trustees and Executors Acts Amendment;

Closer Settlement.

[PROROGATION.]

Parliament prorogued by following Proclamation in Gazette Extraordinary, Saturday,
15th December, 1906 :—

A ProcramatioNn by. His Excellency the Right Honourable FrEDERIC JOHN NAPIER, Baron

Chelmsford, of Chelmsford, in the county of Essex, in the Peerage of the United Kingdom,
Knight Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. George, Governor

of the State of Queensland and its Dependencies, in the Commonwealth of Australia,

[L.s.]
CHELMSFORD,

Governor.

IN pursusnce of the power and authority vested in me as Governor of the State aforesaid,

I, Frepkric JomN NarIgr, Baron Chelmsford, do, by this my Proclamation, Prorogue the

Parliament of Queensland to Tuesday, the twenty-ninth day of January, 1907.

Given under my Hand and Seal, at Government House, Brisbane, this fourteenth day of

December, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and six, and in the sixth

year of His Majesty’s reign.

By Command,
W. KIDSTON

Gop Save TaE KIing!





