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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

T!:ESDAY, 11 DECEMBER, 1906. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. Sir A. S. Cowley, Herbe?·t) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 

REPORT OF CONl!'ERENCE 01<' PREMIEilS. 

Mr. PLUNKETT (Albert) asked the Premier, 
without notice-

1. Has the report of the conference of Premiers and 
leaders of Opposition of the different States, held recently 
in ~'lelbourne, on federal administration, been yet re­
ceived:-

2. If so, will the report be discussed this session? 
3. Failing discussion in the House, will he furnish 

the report to the Press for publica.tion~· 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Kidston, Rock­
hampton) replied-

The report has been received. 1 regret that it is too 
late to discuss the matter in the House this session, hut 
I lay it on the table, so that it may be distributed 
among hon. members. 

BILLS OF SALE ACT AND INSOLVENCY ACT. 

HoN. E. B. FORR.EST (B1·isbane No1·th) 
asked the Attorney-General-

·wheu is it the intention of the Government to 
introduce Bills to amend the Bills of Sale Act and the 
Insolvency Act? 

The PRE"IIER replied-
The Government has not yet decided upon these 

matters. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table, were 
orJered to be printed :--

(1) Report for the Government of Queens­
land upon the utilisation of the power 
of the Barron Fall", by 'Villiam Corin. 

(2) Regulations under the Income Tax Acts. 

SUSPEKSION OF STAKDING ORDERS. 

The PRE::VIIER moved-
rrhaL so much of the Standing Orders be suspended, 

for the remainder of this session, as would otherwise 
prevent the receiYing of resolutions from the Com­
mittees of Supply and 1Yays and l\Ieans on the same 
day on which they shall have passed in those Com­
mittee::;, and the passing of Bills through all their stages 
in one day. 

Ho:s-. R. PHILP (Townm'lle): I called "Not 
fornml" to this motion in order to find out what 
Bills the Government intend to vass through 
under suspension of the Standing Orders. The 
Home Secretary has a notice on the paper for 
the introduction of a Bill to amend the Local 
Authorities Act. Is he going to put that 
through this session ? 

The HoME SECilETARY : I shall explain in a 
moment. 

HoN. R. PHILP: The House is entitled to 
know what Bills are to be passed. 

Mr. MACARTNEY (Toowong) : I think it is 
only " fair thing at this stage ot the session that 
the Government should state what Bills they 
have for presentation to the House ; also, 
whether the Bill to amend the Local Authorities 
Act is one of any extent. It would be unreason­
able at this time to ask the House to go through 
a long measure. 

The HoME SECilETAilY : We are not going on 
with it. 

Question put and passed. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACT AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

MOTIOX \VITHDilAWN. 

On the notice of motion-
That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve 

1tself into a Committt>e of the 1\'hole to consider of the 
desirableneo;;s of introducing a Bill to amend the Local 
Authorities Act of 1902 in certain particulars, and for 
other purposes consequent thereon~ 
being called, 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. P. Airey, 
Flinde1'S) said : With the permission of the 
House, I beg to withdraw this motion, as there is 
no time to go on with the Bill this session. I 
had hoped to be able to get it as far as the first 
reading, so that hon. members might have an 
opportunity of reading and criticising it. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

Hon. P . .Airey.] 
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DALBY TO CATTLE CREEK RAILWAY 
DISTRICT BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
RAIL~WAYS (Hon. D. :F. Den ham, Oxlcy), this 
Bill wa; read a third time. passed, and ordered 
to be transmitted to the Legislative Council, by 
message in the usual form. 

LANDS FOR CLOSER SETTLE:.VIENT 
SPECIAL FLTROHASE BILL. 

THIRD READING. 

On the mot.ion of the SECRETARY FOR 
AGRICULTURE (Hon. D. 1<'. Denham. O.cley), 
this Bill was read a third time, passed, and 
ordered to be transmitted to the LegiHhtti ve 
Council, by message in the usual form. 

SUCOESSIOX BILL. 
THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
AGRICULTURE, this Bill was read a third 
time, passed, and ordered to be returned to the 
Legislative Council, by message in the usual 
form. 

JOINT COM::\IITTEES. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislative Council, inviting 
the concurrence of the Assembly in a re•,olution 
to the effect that the Buildings, Refreshment­
rooms, and Library Committees should continue 
their functions during the recess. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, a message 
was ordered to be returned to the Legislative 
Council, intimating the concurrence of the 
Assembly in their resolution. 

SUPPLY. 
RECEPTION OF RESOLUTIOXS. 

The CHAIHJ\IAN OF COMMITTEES (1\Ir. 
Jackson, Kcnneiy) reported the resolution,; passed 
in Committee of Supply, covering the Trust and 
Special Fund and Loan Fund Estim8tes. 

The rewlutions were read at length by the 
CLERK. 

The TREASURER moved that the resolu­
tions be agreed to. 

Question put and passed. 

REDISTRIBUTI0:\1 OF SEATS. 

* ::VIr. MACARTNEY (Toowong), in moving-
That, in the opinion of this House, it is desirable 

that the State be forthwith distributed into eledoral 
districts upon the basis of the (1uota of electors ascer­
tained b.v dividing the whole number of electors in the 
State by the number of members, with such reasonable 
margin of allowance as shall be specified, and for the 
return by each such district of a. member or members 
in accordance \vith such quota, in aceordatv"e with the 
policy of the Government as expre•:sed to the electors in 
1904, and subsequently expressed. by the late Premier, 
the Honourable Arthur 3Iorgan, during the debntPs in 
connection with the alteration of the Pranchise and the 
Elections Act-

said : "When this motion was put on the business­
paper some weeks ago and I was prevented fr0m 
moving it through the fact that the time devoted 
to private rnembero' busine"s was taken away 
from us, I understood the Premier to say that 

[Hon. D. F. Denham. 

we would have an opportunity to Jiscuss the 
question in the form of a Bill for the redistribu­
tion of seats. I am rather surprised that the 
Bill up to this time has not been forthcoming, 
and that we are not now in a position to deal­
with the question. The passage of this resolu­
tion at this late hour of the session C'1n be 
of very little use, inasmuch as it cannot be 
foliowed by any legislation. If the Premier had· 
allowed !"le to discuss the motion at an e:trlier 
period of the session, and if a ·;ote had been 
taken upon it, we might have bad legislation 
according to the re.sult of that vote. That 
opportunity, however, has been denied to n1e, 
and the passing of this resolution will prac­
tically be of no value beyond assisting to air 
the question. "\Ve have arrived now at prac­
tically the last session of the Parliament, and it 
looks as if we were going into recess without 
dealing with the question at all. \V e may not 
meet again before a new election takes place, 
which means that we have to go upon the elec-~ 
toral rolls as they now stand, with all their 
glaring inequalities; and the Government as at 
present constituted, although under different 
leadership, has not given full effect to its policy 
of electoral reform as laid down by 1-Ir. ::VIorgan 
in 1()04, and subsequently laid down and extended 
in Hpeeches made by him in connection with the 
Franchise Bill and the Electoml Bill passed in' 
the sessions of Hl04 and 1905. I think it is to 
be regretted that the hrm. gentleman did not 
give full effect to his policy as outlined by him,. 
because at the present time we have only a. 
portion of it in force, which operates unfairly. 
It was pointed out during the debates that 
unless the hon. gentleman consented to some 
provision in the Franchise Act compelling the 
oassing of the remainder of the reform, the pro­
babilities were that we would get one portion of 
the reform, and that for years the remainder 
would be delayed. It was pointed out that that 
would be a gross act of political treachery ; but, 
notwithstanding that, the hon. gentleman "aid 
he was sincere about his promise. ·fhe years 1905 
and 1906 have passed, and we hnve had no fulfil­
ment of the promise, and, as far as one can see, 
there will be no alteration in the electoral repre­
sentation before the general election. In moving 
this resolution it is incumbent on me to show 
that the matter I am dealing with was a part of 
:i\'Ir. ::\1organ's policy, and that it was also pro­
mised by him at various times during the years 
190-± and 1905. The following are extracts from 
~Mr. ::VInrgan's opening speech delinred at "\Var­
wick in 1904. He said-

I thinli: it is highly desirable that the franchise 
should be a~similated to that of the Comn1onwealth. 
The Government, therefore, if they secure a majority 
at the polls, will snbmit the question for de,~ision as 
early as possible Associated with this will be an 
electoral machinery Bill, designed to afford facilities 
to qmllified electors to secure and retain their votes. A 
further mea~ure belonging to the same group \vill deal 
with the qu;'stion of a reduction of members and the 
redistribution of seats. . . . Redistribution of seats 
is nece"-sary. It is seventPen ye~Lrs since the last 
Redistribution Bill was passed, and anomalies have 
crept into existence in the meantime, owing to the 
altered distribution of population: these ought to be 
corrected. ·while dealing with tllis subject. the oppor~ 
tunity will be convenient for dealing with the subject 
of reduction of members of the Assembly. 

Then he said-
If the Gmrernment were 1·eturned to power they 

would refer this to the people, and take action on their 
decision. 

That was the policy of :Mr. Morgan, which was 
endorsed by tbe Morganite party and by the 
Labour party, who went to the country in 
coalition with Mr. ::VIorgrtn. Later on, when 
the Governor's Speech ,,f 1904 was delivered,. 
Mr. Morgan userl the following words on the 
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Addre~" in Reply. They are to be found on 
page 29 of Hansard of 1904-

If Parliament passes a measure which in effect declares 
that it no longer repn,scnts the people, then it is the 
duty of that l'arliament t0 get to the peoplP at the 
earliest possible moment. 'rhat is well un<lerstood, and 
if we passed a Bill and took a referendum of the people 
which rPsnlted in a decision by the people that the con­
:;;titnencie::. should be altered as to their bn-.__lndaries and 
rcdnced as to their representation, then it would be the 
dnty oE this Parliament to go back to the people at the 
earliest possible moment. CJ.:Ir. ll1oRSYTH: )Jonsense! 
It should have been done at the general election, and 
you know it. You had no mandate from the people btst 
year.] Thn,t is why the Governor's Speech contains no 
reference to the Referendum Bill. 

LatPr on again, on page 39, he said-
! stated in my spPeches in this House and in the 

country that I was prepared to remit this matter to the 
electors, and I am prepared to g-ive effect to that pro­
mise at the right moment. [Government members: 
Hear, he tr !] C.\'Ir. Forsyth : At the right moment?] 
Yes, nt the right moment. [J..:Ir. Fo:~KYTH: Can you ten 
us when that is t-] As to when that moment \Yill be I 
am not prepared to allow that matter to remain for the 
decision of the hon, member who represents Carpen­
taria. LGovernment members: Hear, heHr!] I propose 
to do it at the right moment, ttnd that will be a 
moment which will permit the electors to eomP to a 
decision on the subject in time to admit of effent being 
given to their desil'l', if neeessary, on the occasion of 
the next appeal to the country. 

He also said-
lYe are asked w·hen we provide one adult one vote to 

make a provision that one vote shall have one Yalue. 
That is a provision that is not found in the electoral 
laws of any State in the Oommonwealth. I doubt if it 
exists in any part of the civilised world. [::\'lr. FoRSYTH: 
Approximately.] And it will be approximately here. 
1Ve will arrive at a quota, and give a margin of 20 per 
cent. above or below the quota; that is the only way to 
arrive at one vote one value. There is a group of three 
Bills to be read together, and the quota is provided in 
the Referendum Bill, which is its proper place. 'That 
is the proposition, and it is a very fair and reasonable 
one. 

[4 p.m.] 

Later on, when dealing with the second rmding 
of the Electoral l<'rRnchise Bill of 1904, }lr. 
Morgan made the following statement :-

We proposed, when we Wf're first dealing with tl1is 
question last session, t,o de~~~ with it in three Bills-the 
Franchise Bill, the )lachinery Bill, and the Referendum 
Bill, but it did not define the number of member~. the 
boundaries of the electorates, and the principle provid­
ing !or what has been described as one vote one value 
-a thing that I have pointed out in this House, and in 
t,he country, does not exist in any electoral mHChlnery 
in any part of the world. [1\Ir. For::yth : It does; 
clause 16 does that.] That does not provide for one 
vote one value, but it provides for getting as ne<Lr to it 
as practicable. rrhere is no necessity for any discord 
upon that point; we are all in accord. But I think 
that hon. gentlemen, if they talk of one vote one value, 
should mal\.e it ckmr under the circumstances that they 
are saying one thing- and meaning quite another, 
because they are asking for something which they cannot 
get when they nre asking for one vote one value. As a 
matter of !act, the hon. gentleman who leads the 
Opposition, when he brought down a draft of hts Bill 
dealing wit.h thi"' question, provided a quota with a 
margin of 20 per cent. That is exactly what we propose 
to do. It is a fair proposal, and as reasonable as can be 
devised. I think 20 per cent. is fair, having regard to 
the interests of all the constituencies. I should feel 
disposed myself to make the margin 2:; per cent. out of 
consideration fm· the conditions and requirement.:; of 
t.be sparselJ settled d\stricts of the remote West. Onr 
provision is a 20 per cent. margin. I think it is, broadly 
speaking, fair. [::\Ir. Leah.v: It wonld be particularly 
rough on the \.Vest just now.] \.Ye do not wish to be 
rough on any part of the State. bnt to secure tlmt all 
parts of the State should be fairly rcpre:,.,ented in the 
popular branch of the Legislature; and we propose to 
make the margin 20 per cent. This Bill will be fall owed 
by a machinery Bill, if hon. members a,re expeditious in 
deahng with this measurf'. [:VIr. Forsyth: Are they not 
expeditious now!-] Yes, comJUendably expeditious. I 
hope that will continue. It rests \Yith hon. members 
themselves whether we shall be able, during the time 
we have at our disposal, to get through the machinery 

Bill this session. I am qnite willing we should get it 
through this session, and I hope 1t will be possible to get 
it throug-h. At any rate, the Govermnrnt are making an 
earnest effort to g-ive effect to the will of the llBOple as 
expressed nt the general election on this Important 
question. \Ve have brought down the first Bill-the 
Franchise Bill. \Ye propose to follow it 1\'ith the 
machil1enT Bill: and after that, in due course-not this 
ses.-;ion -we will give thr~' House an opportunity of dull­
ing with tlle que.stion of the referendum. [jlr. :Jlacart­
ney: And if anything happens in the me~mtime?] 
Then, perhaps, the hon. gentleman will have an oppor­
tunity of dealing- with it. The Government has gone 
now; but, ho\vever, w,; are always safe while the hon. 
member for Bnlloo is with us. [l1fr .• r. Leahy: I have 
my eye on you; I will keep you straight.] "''e have the 
Franchise Btll before us. V\-e propose to follow it with the 
machinery Bil1, aud at the proper time we will bring 
down a Referendum Bill uud~r which we propose, 
among other things, to determine the boundaries of the 
electf'rate" in accnrdanee with the decision of the 
people, and to fix the quota and the margm. 'l'hat is 
the scheme of electoral reform which the Government 
propose. It is the scheme they proposed in the first 
instance. It is the scheme they proposed last session 
in the last Parliament: it i~ the scheme they propose 
now; and it i:;:: a. complete scheme. It is a coinplete 
scheme to give the people the libetal franchise they 
have been asking for and the electoral machinery they 
have been asldng for and have been promised ; and it 
will enable them to determine for thernselves the ques­
tion as to what the nurr.bcr of the members of this 
House shall be, and the boundaries of the electorates; 
and it will ensure that, when the will of the people is 
expressed and as it is expressed now, it will be given 
effect to ; and that is a most desirable thing. I have 
always thought that the course followed in ~ew South 
"\Vales in respect to this matter is the most effective 
that could be adopted. 

I may say, in passing, that in New South vVales 
they have single electorates with a quota and a 
margin approximating at 10 per cent. above the 
average and 10 pPr cent. below the quota. The 
extracts which I have rPad from the S]Jeeches 
of the Hon. Arthur JYior~mn with reference to 
the matter with which we are dealing to-day 
establish clearly that that gentleman and the 
Government of which he was a member informed 
the country that they were prepared to IJass a 
:Franchise Bill extending one vote to each adult, 
and, further, that they would equalise, by means 
of a Redistribution Bill, the political power of 
the residents in the State, and that they would 
submit a referendum to the country in reference 
to the reduction of members. I ask hon. mem­
bers of this House if I have not made clear 
what was the policy outlinerl to the country 
definitely-and not only outlined to the country, 
but reiterated here by the hon. gentleman when 
he endeavoured to get his :Franchise Bill and 
Electoral Bill throug!:J this Chamber. It was 
on the faith of the representations made by 
the hon. gentleman then sitting on the Tre:.­
sury bench that those Bills were put through 
wit.houl the necessary safeguard in the shape of 
a clause restricting their application until the 
rest of the electoral reform which was promised 
hod been given effect to. \Vhat do we find is 
the position in this the lagt session of Parlia­
ment? \Ve find tho"e promises broken. \Ve 
fincl that the portion of the electoral reform 
which the Labour party in the Sto.te agitated 
for, carried out, and the rest of the reform, 
which was necessary to pnt electoral reform on a 
just and equal basis for all the people of the 
State, has not been carried out. I am not going 
to suggest the motive which prompted the hon. 
gentleman to allow the Franchise Bill to be 
passed through withont spcuring the remainder 
of the' electoral reform which should have been 
honestly carried out in accordance with pledges 
given to the country and the House. l do nut 
wish to make reference to the motives. Certain 
things have happened since; they speak for 
themselves, and are as well known to others 
as they are to me. I pointed out to the hon. 
gentleinan when that Bill was going through 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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that he knew that there were certain mem­
bers forming portion of his party who were 
against the reduction of members, and another 
section who were ~tgainst the redistribution or 
one vote one value ;c-and that if he put the Bill 
through without one vote one value there was 
a danger that he would not be able to get the 
whole electoral reform through. I aho pointed 
out to the hon. gentlen1an that there was a 
danger of his not being in his place as Premier 
to give effect to his policy, and that it was 
necessary to include w•me safeguard in the Bill 
before it was put through this Chamber. The hon. 
gentleman declined to do it. He reiterated again 
and again that tho~e other questions would be 
settled before the next Parliament-that it 
would be done before the next a pp ;a] to the 
country; and here we are now about to go to the 
country with as unjust and unequal distribution 
of seats as you could find in any part of the 
world. I do not wish to re,Jd extracts from 
my own speeches, but I think thb}' might be 
looked at, in the light of events which have 
happened since, as a very true forecast of what 
would happen if the hon. gentleman would not 
take the ccmrse which I suggested to safeguard 
the intere,ts of the country. I intend, how­
ever, to refer to one of m'; speeches. for the 
purpose of getting in an interjection of the Home 
Secretary and an interjection of the hon. lllPm­
her hr Barcoo, the lertder of the Labour party. 
I saic1-

If th:tt is so, then that is all the more reason whv we 
should hnve the complete measures of electoral reform 
before us, and not merely one portion of that reform. 
Hon. members opposite nu:~.y oppose the other measures 
or the hon. gentleman 1vho leads the Government may 
give place to somebody else. who may say, "I did nOt 
give this pledge." lre mu:.;t take no risks, and I say 
unhesitating!~- that it would be a gross piece of 
treachery if that reform was not complcteU nnd given 
to the people. \Ye have no strong assurance that this 
Bill is not going to come into O!Jf'ration until we get the 
"Bills passed, and. hon. membe1·R opposite may say when 
this measure is passt'd that thev do not <'are whether 
the others are passed or not ·[The Hm1 E t·!.t:CRETARY : 
We are anxious to get the others, I can assure you.] 
The hon. member may speak for himself. 

We have seen up to the present time in what that 
anxiety has resulted. They are going to the 
country without the others. Again, the Home 
Secrtiltary 1nu:-.L take the responRibility, aiong 
with the late Premier, of a breach of the promise 
made to the country and to this House for the 
purpose of getting the Franchise Bill throul'(h. 
The hon. member for Barcoo then interjected-

·we are all anxious to get the other measure<;. 

Now we see the result of the anxiety of the hon. 
member for Barcoo and his followere, which is 
that the country and this House has been" had." 
I revlied to that, and said-

I am not prepared to take a "pig in a poke" from the 
ban. member. \Ve are trustees for the people, and 
what we want to f'ee is an assurance of safety. I know 
that my voice will not have any very great effect on the 
passing of the second reading of this Bill, or probably in 
obtaining amendments to the Bill, but, so far as I am 
concerned, any opposition or protest that I can offer 
against the passing of the Bill, without a reasonable 
provision which will delay its operation until we get 
the balance of the reform, will certainly be offered .. 

i\fr. KERR: That was "the voice of one cry­
ing in the wilderness." 

Mr. MACAR'I'XEY: I also said-
Hon .. members on the other side who may be in favour 

of one vote one value are not in fa your of a reduction 
in the number of members, and as a consequence, both 
the question of a reduction of members and that of 
one vote one value m~y be so postponed as to leave a 
ver~' wide margin of risk of our having to go to elec­
tion on the very une<tnal state of things which this Bill 
will have brought about. 'rhere is no question about 
the antipathy of hon. men1bers on the other side to a 
reduction of members. If the leader of the Govern-

[11fr. Macartney. 

mentis sincere in the reform which he outlined in his 
manifesto, he is called upon to protect himselfir.. carry­
ing out that reform, not only against members on this 
side, but against members on that side of the 1-Iouse. 
The hon. gentleman knows there are members on that 
side of the House who are against the reduction that he 
has promised, and he knows there are members who 
are against considerations of value. The hon. gentle­
man ean easily protect himself by putting a provision 
in this Bill that it is not to come into operation until 
those other questions have been dealt with, and if he 
does not do that, he will be committing an act of poli­
tical treachery against the 11eople of this State. 

Mr. Bowman interjected at th:<t stage, "There 
are no rats here." I do not know particularly 
what the meaning of that interjection was, but 
if it meant that a,Jl these allied reforms would go 
through, and that theGovernmentwonld carry out 
its policy ; that its supporters would see th;;t the 
Government carried out its policy, and that if 
they did not do so it woulcl mean that they were 
political rats-well, of course, that is the pJsition 
in which they are now. The interjectwn had 
not vary much meaning in it. I do not think it 
is very much to he proud of, that a Government 
should make pledges to the country such as the 
Government have made, with the reiteration of 
those promises which has taken place in the 
House from time to time, and that we should 
stand here on the eve of the clcse of Parliament 
without t~le carrying out of those lJromises. It 
is not as if it is accidental; these things were 
pointed out strongly and clearly on each occasion 
in the year 190,1, and amendment" were pro­
posed which would have safeguarded the carry­
ing out of those promises, and protected the 
interests of the people and the honour of this 
Chamber. I know that there are ::\iinisters 
sitting on the other side of the House who, 
in times gvne by, have very strongly laid 
down the dictum that a redistribution of seats 
was necessary. I think th"' :Minister for Agri­
culture, in 1fl03, made a long speech on this 
subject, and rointed out how unequal the electo­
rates were, and how neces~ary it was to rearrange 
them, and I would be surprised to think that 
rhat gentleman placed any difficulty in the way. 
I fancy that there is nn trouble in that direction; 
the trouble comes from the leader of the Labour 
party-·that branch of the coalition which is called 
"the Labour party." \Vhen ;ve. con1e to con.~ id er 
the question uvon which the claim to this redis­
tribution is based, I think it must be admitted 
that the Labour party are taking up a most 
extraordinary position. When they were going 
through the country some years ago claiming one 
adult one vote, or one man one vote, the greatest 
offence that could be committed in the world 
was that a man had property, and that by rf'ason 
of that property he had an extra vote. It was 
to correct that statP of things that they cried 
out for equal political power-that the poorest 
man in the State should have as much power as 
the richest man, anrl that there would never be 
a proper state of thing,, until they got equal 
power. The~- passed a reform which has ac­
centuated thn inequalities of representation, and 
when we come to examine the claim that the 
people of this State have got what is called equal 
political power, we find it is very far from the 
case. It used to be an offence to have what was 
called n "peg" or "property vote," but now it 
does not matter how plural "' vote :nay be, pro­
vided it is thought to be in favour of one party. 
I do not think, when you examine most of the 
constituen,;ies, that one party more than another 
is affected-there is an extraordinary equality 
-when you take the average number of electors 
which each party represents, but when we 
come to look into the individual repres~nta­
tion of districts we find very strong inequality, 
and one not common to Labour or to this 
side of the House, or common to Morganites. 
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It is a common inequality of representation. 
It is nDt limited to towns. It is just ae remark­
able in regard to country constituencies as it is 
in regard to coastal towns. I have obtairled a 
statement from the Electoral Department show­
ing the number of elector,. on the annual rolls. 
I take it that that means for the year 190ii, plus 
the electors on the aclditional rolb, down to 
October of this year. For the purpose of placing 
it on record, I propose to read the names of the 
electorates together with the total number of 
voters on the rolls in each electorate. I recog­
nise that when the annual roll comes out in the 
early weeks of J annary we shall probably find 
that there is a slight difference, bnt fpr the pur­
pose of discmsion on this motion, I think this 
statement is about as nearly perfect as we can 
get at thP present time. I am quite pre[Jared to 
hand the statement to Hansa1·d so that it may 
be inserted in full if it can be taken as read. 

The Holi!E SECRETARY : Read it. 
Mr. MACARTNEY: The return is as 

follows:-

Electorate. 

Albert 
Aubigny 
Balonne 
Bowen 
Barcoo 
Brisbane Xorth 
Brisbane South ... 
Rultmba 
Bulloo 
Buudaberg 
Bunc1an1Ja 
Bnrke 
Burnet.t .. . 
Burrnm .. . 
Cairns 
Cambooya 
Oarnarvon 
Carpentaria 
Charters Towers 
Olermont 
Cook 
Cr(lydon ... 
L:unni11gham 
Dalb~' ... 
Drayton and Toowoomba 
Enoggera 
Fassifcrn ... 
Fitzroy 
Flinders 
Fortitude Yalley 
Gregory .. . 
Gympie .. . 
Herbert ,.. 
Ipswich ... 
Kennedy. 
Lelchhardt 
T~ockrer 
Logall 
~lack ay 
:.\Iarunoa ... 
l\Iaryborough 
}litdlCll ... 
:More ton 
1.\/!urilla 
Musr;rave 
Norman by 
Nnnthth 
Oxley 
Pot·t Curtis 
Rockhampton 
Rockllampton X orth 
Rosewood 
Stanley 
Toombnl. 
Toowong. 
Townsrille 
1Yarre ..,·o ... 
V\""arwick . . 
Wide Bay 
\roolloongabba. 
Wootbakata 

Total 
ele<'tors 
on roll. 

8,515 
±,U± 
2,115 
') 3'}5 
2:23() 
4,907 
S,J72 
5,300 

928 
3,338 
2,6G3 

817 
4,380 
:3,191 
:3,0)2 
3,619 
2,~67 
1.og3 

11,086 
1,69{) 
1,777 
1,428 
4,19[) 
2,l17 
7,0l0 
3,ti06 
2,Hl 
4,i7,1 
2All 
8,"38 
1,555 
6,74H 
2,806 
5,757 
2,610 
1,580 
4,675 

~:~~~ 
3,155 
4,688 
2,9±9 
3 6"'' 
1:36~ 
2,988 
1.±67 
3,003 
3,516 
2,436 
4,U40 
2,627 
2,366 
2,H33 
fi.OG9 
0,021 
5,770 
1,778 
2,856 
2,801 
5,313 
5,:J29 

Total 221,768 

Mr. O'BRIEN : What is the number for 
Aubigny? 

Mr. :UACART="EY: The numbers as sup­
plied to me were ,±,134. I think it will be 
admitted that there b nothing even about that 
list. I have wade a few calculations, with the 
assistanc" of my friend, the senior member for 
Mackay, in reference to the effect brought abont 
by the list which I have read. The total number 
of voter> is 221, 7GS, and dividing that by seventy­
two, which is the number of mernber~ of this 
House, the quota would be 3,080. There are 
forty-three districts, tre<tting double electorate,s 
as two, in which there are 07,808 voters, equal to 
2,274 votes ver member. All of these are under 
the quota by something like 33 per cent. ; that 
is to say, there are forty-three members of this 
House representing electorates which are at 
least 33 per· cent. under the quota. The other 
twenty-nine electorates, treathg double electo­
ratBR as two, are over the quota, and a rnetnber 
in each of these twenty-nine districts represents 
4,724 electors. That is a very large percentage-
50 per cent. or upward' over the qnota. Taking 
seven of the electorates, which represent less 
than the quota, away, thu> leaving thirty-seven, 
which represents an absolute majority of the 
whole House, they represent a total of 77,281 
votes, being equal to 2,088 per member, while 
the remaining thirty-five repre,ent 144,487 votes, 
or equal to 4,125 per member, equal to two to 
one. That is to say, tbirty-,even members of 
this House, who may constitute a majority of 
this Assembly, represent one-third of the people, 
whereas the other thirt,v-five members-not 
taking them from either side of the House, but 
taking them generally from both sides of the 
House-reprebent two-thirds of the voters of the 
State. :1\ow, taking the numbers in respect of 
various partie> in the H onse, there is not a very 
large di>crepancy or difference so far as the 
number of electors each represent are concerned. 
In fact, it is wonderful how evenly they work 
ont. 

Mr. PAGE'r: It is extraordinary. 

Mr. ~IACARTKEY: So it is not a matter of 
raising the question against this party or that 
party or the other party, bnt a question of the 
equality of the individual representation of all. 
Now, taking the electorates which represent more 
than 20 per cent. aboye the quota-that is 3,6!)6 
per member-we rind that there are nme Labour 
members-all on the other side of the Rome­
re[Jresenting a quota of, say, 4,2H each. That 
is not only largely in excess of the quota, bnt 
largely in excess of the quota with 20 per cent. 
added. On the Opposition side of the House 
there are four member' representing similar 
electorateo in which the electo"' are over and 
above the quota, and over and above 20 per cBnt. 
in exces" of the qnota. The'e four Opposi­
tionists represent 5, ():56 votes each. In the 
:N1organite party there are three members repre­
senting similar electorates with a quota of 4,370 
votes each. That is largely in excess of the quota 
and largely in excess of 20 per cent. over and above 
the quota. The following table might be useful for 
reference as showing the nnn1ber of members 
below the qnota and the nnmber above the 
quota. There are 15 Oppcsitionists, ;-; Mor­
ganites, and 20 Labonritec who represent elec­
torate' below the quota ; and 5 Oppositionists, 
10 IVIorganites, and 14 Labourites representing 
electorate,; above the quota. That makes, of 
course, the total number of seventy-two mem­
bers of the House. I think that in dealing with 
the electors in the WilY I have done it shows 
a very general inequality in the representation 
of the State. It is not comnvm to the towns 
only and it is not common only to the conntry 
districts. vVe find that many of the country mem­
bers represent very much more than their quota, 
and probably in the towns-we need not go 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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further them Brisbane for an example-members 
represent bel0w the quota. So it is not a party 
question. It is not a question of thc• Opposition 
or the Government, but a que,tion of fair play 
to the people of the State. Looking at the 
electorates from the individual point of view, 
we find some very curiou·' results. Taking the 
individual districts, we filld, taking Bulloo with 
928 Yoters, Burke with 817, and Carpentaria 
with 1,083, that tlw people in those three 
districts represent something like from five 
to seven times-rou;:hly speaking-the P''litica,l 
power wielded by the people of Bulimba with 
5,300, Charters Towers with ll,OSG, T•JOmbul 
with G,%9, Toowong with G,021, \Vnothakata 
with 5,32(), \Voolloongccbba with 5,313. There 
are a nun1ber of electorates represented by 0even 
member •, each of which has only got practically 
one vote to five or seven votes ot the people in 
the electorates of Bulloo, Burke, and Carpen­
taria. That is very unequal. 

The HmrE SECRETARY : It is nine to one in 
some cases, such as Burke. 

Mr. J\IACARTNEY: I have endeavoured to 
put it as fair as possible. I took the three cases 
Df Bulloo, Burke, and Carpentaria, and in taking 
the. res1~lt I am bound by the largest number, 
whiCh 1s that of Carpentaria. That ]mts it 
mildly, if anything, because if we take Burke by 
itself we find, as a matter of fact, as the Home 
Secretary points out, that the people of Burke 
have nine times the political power of the penple 
of Toombul, a suburb of Brisbane. I find that 
these three electorates of Burke, Bulloo, and 
C'arpentaria have about fonr times as much 
political power as the people of Aubiuny with 
4,134, South Brisbane with 8,412, Cunniugham 
w1th ±,l!J9, Fitzroy with 4,/74, Fortitude 
Valley with 8,838, Lockyer with 4,G'iii, Bur· 
nett with 4,380. Those three electout s have 
four times as much political power as the 
seven electorates I have referred to and those 
se•·en include two double elt•etor,{te··'· Kow 
thnRA are th1 :e country electorat(J:-;, anrl hon. 
n1ernben.:; claim tlwt conntrv e1ectt1rate:;; ~hould 
have greater representation"' here. \. redistri­
bution (If seats is not neeessari:y ~n favour of any 
city or closelY settled port inn of Queensland. It is 
as nece:""1,ry on the Darling f)o\Ylls or in oth-: r 
settled di,tr icts where the people are co:,gregated 
in nurr1bcrs. ..._L\.gain, y,·e find that the electorates 
of Bulloo, Burke, and O.trpPntarl:. have about 
three times and upYvard~· of the 11o!itical prn.ver 
wie;dcd b·; the people nf the ~.\lbert with 3,Gl\ 
Bundaberg with 3,338, Bnrrmn with 3,1Ul 
Cairns with 3,002, C'ambnoya with 3,Gl9, Too' 
woornb.t with 7;020, Enog6·era \\ ith 3:GOG,. G-yrnpie 

wrth G,'i4(i, :Uaranca with 3 153 
[4.30 p.m.] Mitchell' ith 2,'J±f), :\IorPtOll ~vitl; 

3,G72, l\Iusgrave \ViLh2j988, ::.\fu1HJah 
with 3,0G3, Oxley with 3,illG. Twice as many as 
n1any other eL:ctnrate:.:. To thP s ""rne extent in 
the converse der.:ree do the larger elect,>mtes 
which I h we mentioned- which inclurle Charters 
Tower~, Toombul, Buliinba, and Too\vong-com" 
parF with all the other electorates, an cl in ,, some­
what l"'oer degree do other populous elEctorate' 
including Bri,bane South, Aubicrnv, Burnet.t' 
Cnnningharn, :.Fitzroy~ Fortitude '-valley, Lock~ 
yer. \V hen we rnake further con1p ·rison:,: \Ve 
find t,h"t whereas Rnckhampton and Rockhamp­
ton l':orth only total7,Mi7 voters, and ore repre­
sented actually by three mmn bers, we find that 
the hon. m~~ber for Tuombul represents nearly 
as rnany 1n n1s O\Yn person. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHV: And doing it a', well. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I am not going to say 
whether the hon. member for Toombul is doing 

[Mr. 111 acartney, 

it as well as the other three. The hon. member 
for Toombul represents (i,(JG!J voters, and I will 
leave it to the hon. member for \Varrego to go 
further in to that matter if he wishes to do so. 
Toombnl's position in this calculation is closely 
appr<uched by CharterR Towers, BnliJHha, and 
'l'oowon;.:. \Vhile Brisbane Xorth, with 4,\J07 
voters; nbryborongh, 4,G88 ; and Rockhamp­
ton, 4, 9±0-all coaste,l towns-ttre each repre­
sented by two members; Aubigny, with 4,1:34; 
l\urnett, with 4,3RO; Cunningham, with 4,19H; 
Fit?.roy, with 4,774; Lockyer, with 4,G75-all 
im[Jortant country districts-are only repre­
sented by one member. Surely we should have 
a redistribution of seats, and place these dis­
tricts on the same level as other part.s of 
Queensland! 

Mr. FUDGE: Give them two members each. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : It is a matter for the 
House to say how the reform shall be carried 
out. There are, about thirty-six electorates, 
each representing a quota of 3,080, or 20 per 
cent. less or 20 per cent. over, while there are 
sixteen electorates representing- upwards of 20 
per cent. over the quota, and twenty represent­
ing below 20 per cent. under the quota. I do 
not ish to burden tbe speech I am making 
with any further figur8s. I think I have shown 
the existence of inequalities, and I think the 
promise made by the Government, and repeated 
by the Premier in this Chamber, should be carried 
out~ It is rather a commentary on the Govern­
ment when we filld at the close of thA secsion 
that we are going to the country again with 
those inequalities in the el~ ctoratt s. I cannot see 
anything in the argument, in view of the figures 
I have given, that the country districts are en­
titled to a l>reater representation. I think we 
should have a rrdistribution of seats, so that 
Avery man and '\V0111an voter in the Stat8 should 
have the samr weight in the cuunsl ls of the 
crruntry. Let ns have fair play to t..very mai1. 
Let them all h:we equ:.l political power, wh:ct-
8\'er their vo~>ition in life 1nav be. ]'\~.:at is the 
l \PSit1on 'claim. T have Dever yet said we 
should b:lVe every v 'te of ahsulutelv t:pla l value. 
Of conrse, I recognise in a grr;\ving country 
lilm \~neencland that '" statz, of things like that 
cannot be obtained. From the pro~re~s of events 
there is a change of people from one clbtrict to 
::motlH:r, and ne,w people c-~rning into the conn­
try, :tnd Jnerp1alities n1u~t ad:-;P. Bnt 1u1d·;r the 
,:;;y;;tem thnt is 1::tid clown in X ew Sout;l \Yale8, 
or that adopted by thf" Corntnonwc n.lth, we~ c::tn 
g-et as ne;1r to e<tPality as poP ~ible. In i\ ew 
South \V ,;les the quota i~ fixed at 10 per cent. 
above and below, and if we arP ;:oing to ~,·.c,t as 
ne ·r as giving every man fair pl:ty, 10 per cent. 
~:1hould he the quota. Th <.t wnnld not be an 
urirenson~ll}o change. \Ve .1,1ould bR able tn g·et 
smnething like a fair thing on that basis. I a1n 
ph. oed to have had an opportunity of bringing 
the nwtinn forward I now rnove. 

The HO:Y1E SECRETARY: I listened to the 
hon. member for Toowong with very great 
interest. He dertlt very fully with the qneRtion, 
and I do not consider that he dealt with the ques­
t.ion unfairly. There is a ,,ery gre,,t deal that 
rnight be sa,id in favour of thP motion, a.nd a 
great deal the hon. member said is itboolutely 
indisputctble. At the s cme time it is a great 
c1e'JJ easier. to talk about the advisability of 
eh mging to an electoral system in which we 
should have snme approach to equality of repre­
sentation than it is tn initiate such a cour~e. I 
suppose every country in the worlcl that rejoices 
in the bles~ings of representatiYe government 
has felt inequalities such as the hon. member for 
Toowong complains of. But I am not aware 
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that in any country they have succeeded in even 
approximately removing the el'ils which the hou. 
member refers to. 

:Y1r. li'ORSYTH : \V hat about :'\ ew South 
\Vales? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I shall deal 
with New South Wales later. It is tn·actir tl!y 
true that for a time a country may succeed in 
cutting down the inequalities that exist. \Ve 
have seen thot rlone in New South \Vales, but in 
New South \V ales and in Queensland there are 
such rapid chanr:es in the centre of gravity of 
population--if I may use the term-that any 
system which may be introduced with the view 
of bringing about a more even distribution of 
representation very soon becmnes out of date, 
and perhaps as unequal as the one it superseded. 
I quite agree with the hon. gentleman when he 
says that this should not be a party question. I 
think it would be a very unfortunate thing if it 
was adopted as part of a party scheme. It 
should be a question in which we are all equally 
interested. It should be the desire of all parties 
in this House to bring about such a system of 
~edistribution that after we have got one adult 
one vote-or I should say the ideal one adult 
one vote-to bring about a system in which 
every vote in every electorate should have the 
same value. At least, our desire should be to 
get as near to such a system as we po.ssibly 
can. I quite agree with the hon. member for 
Toowong in regard to the unfairness of the 
present system. There is no doubt that the 
present system has a very large element of 
injustice in it, but I do not think the hon. 
gentleman is quite justified in assuming that he 
and those who are connected with him ha,·e a 
monopoly of sincerity in this matter. For many 
years the question of one adult one vote was 
agitating the public mind, and it took a great 
many years to bring it into practical operation 
and make it the l nv of the land. X ow, the hon. 
gentleman's speech cmJsisted largely of quota­
tions from the utterances of the late Premier, 
:J.Ir. ::\Iorgan, and mc,rnbers of this Go\ ernn1ent, 
and it would be idle and foolish to dispute the 
commitments entered into by the late 1'remier. 
There are, howe. er, difficulties in the way; 
there always will be; :c.nll I think the GoYern­
ment might be !Jardoned if, in dealing with the 
very large nun1ber nf i1npurtant questions with 
which they have to deal, they did not succeed in 
quite overtaking all they in tended to do. As I 
r<tid just no,~·, the question of one adult one vote 
\va.s ::1 burning que:-.;tiun fur a nu1nLer uf y;:..ars 
until it \Vas fillally accomplished. The quc;tivn 
of a reduetiou of rr.ternbers and a rt'distribuUou 
of seats ha; only been bc:fore us to any extent for 
the past two or three years. 

Mr. BARNES: Question, question! 

The HOME SECRETARY: As a matter of 
fact, although I think the hem. member for T<Ju­
wong made out a VE'ry gnod caBe, and I agree 
with nearly all he "aid, still I am sorry to say 
that the country at large does not realise the 
importance of this question of ndistrilmtion. I 
could mention cnnstituencic '• particularly in the 
South, where the importance of the matter is 
re"alisPd, bnt I n1nf:lt say that a,~ far ag I :::~n1 con­
cerned, if I talk to the average elector about the 
matter, he does not seem to h~,-e taken it very 
seriously. I do not think that that is any ju,tifi­
ca;.ion for the present position, but it ;., no u'e 
any member SPriously attempting to c,mvince 
the House that this is really a burning question 
in the public mind. More is the pity. I think 
the public should realise that this is an important 
question. It is somewhat unfortunate that the 
two questions of r~Juction of members and re­
distribution of seats have been connected in this 

House. The question nf reduction of members 
I reg...,rd as comparatively triviftl; whereas the 
question of redistribution I look upon as a 
very imp<lrtant matter indeed. :'\ ow, the hon. 
men1ber for 'roowong- quoted sorne a:-3sertions n1ade 
by me and the hon. member for Barcoo, and 
attempted to show that there wac, a practical 
assurance on the part of both of us with regard 
to this 111attcr. However, he did not prove his 
m1se. The calculations he made did not bear out 
bis as:3ertions for one nwrnent. I :.:;aid just now 
that I regoxded redistribution as a most important 
matter, but 1 believe the cardinal motive which 
prompted the introdnction of the question of a 
reduction of members was one purely of economy. 
The motive which underlies the question of redis­
tribution is a very much more iniportant one. It 
is a vital question whether the com,tituencies and 
the individual mters shall have something like an 
equality of electoral power. Looking at the 
question broadly, he would be a bold man who 
would venture to oay th:<t they should not; but 
it is one thing to admit the abstract justice of a 
proposition, and another thing to carry it into 
effective operation. The moment you attempt 
to embody it in a Bill, you are beset with a 
thousand practical difficulties of which the 
abstrc.ct theorist takes nu account. 

Mr. BARNES : Is that a reason for not tackling 
it? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not assert 
that for one moment. If the hon. gentleman 
thinks this G-overnment has not given the 
question very serious consideration, and rnade 
more than one attempt to overcome the difficul­
ties, be as,ume" a little bit too much. 

.Mr. FoRSY1'H : In the House ? 

'rhe H0::1IE SECRETARY: I am not speak­
ing about the House. The hon. member pointed 
ont the discrepancy that existed in the present 
systen1, and it 111ight be instructive and interest­
ing to the House to notice what this question 
means .lith reg.ord to the various great divi,ions 
of tlw State. The fignres I have are almost 
identical with the figurec. nsed Ly the hon. mem­
ber for Toowong, and tLey "how this state of 
things : 'fake the number of electors in the 
Southern di,·ision at 130,100. \Ve find that the 
South has forty-five wembers at the present 
tim ·, bnt by a nnifurm quota of 3,080 the South 
\vould have fortv-ei~'~"ht ~nd RevPn-tenth.q mem­
bers; that is to ;:·y,'-the: Sonth would gain three 
and 8evenfh-tenths members. If I take the 
Centre, it has ab' ut 2G,OOO elector.', and eleven 
members at the present tirLE: On the quota 
mentioned it \vould have eigh~ and a-half 1nen1-
bers. It would lcs,, •.-... o and a-half members. 
The North, v.ith ~:i,GOO electors, ha, 'ixteen 
memlJers "t the pre,ent time, and under the 
hon. 1nmnher'.s qlwta it \VoulJ. have fourteen and 
fnnr~fifthA 111ernber8. So t.La1-, ronghly speaking, 
the 1\orth aod Centre would lose four members, 
and the South would gain alJOut four members. 
No\'<'; that is an a~pect of the cal:le to which 
the Xorth and Centre c.mnot be indifferent. 
\Ybether their stand be right or wrong I do not 
sa·y, but it is ,I Yery human and natural stand all 
the o.>me. 'Ihe hon. member drew attention to 
the glaring discrepancies betvFeen the electorates. 
He si1o,ved, l,nd quite c::1rrectly, that in snch an 
elretorate aH Bulloo Lhe YOting h,,s uine times 
the \veight that it has in :,n electorate such HS 

Toornbul or Touwm1g. That, of courF:e, leads 
one to the conclusion which cannot be escaped, 
that the perpetuation of such a system is the old 
evil of plural voting in another form. In that I 
quite agree with the hon. member. It does not 
rna.tter -whether you give a 1nan nine votes i11 one 
constituency and one in another, or whether 
you say the vote in one constituency ,;hall be 
nine times as powerful as in another, you arrive 

Hon. P. Airey.] 
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at the same conclusion. If the one is unjust, 
there is no escaping the conclu8ion that the 
other is unjust also. Now, the real question 
that comes before one is, Upon what princi[Jle 
shall we proceed to remedy these inequalities? 
Under the Federal Act. when the ehctorates 
were arranged, there was a rnargin of 20 per 
c>mt. In New South \Vales I think it is 10 
per cent. I am afraid that a margin of only 
10 per cent. over and above the quota would 
not suit the conditions of Queensland. In 
New South \Vales the system to which the 
hem. gentleman alluded, resulted in the city 
of Svdney, which bad always been remark­
ably well represented, gaining nine members, 
while the country districts lost nine members. 
I do not think that is a consummation to be 
desired. Nobody who knows anything about 
politics in New South \Vales will maintain that 
:Sydney w:1s imperfectly represented. The last 
time we were discussing this matter I think the 
hon. member for Toowoomba suggested tb>tt we 
might possibly adopt three quotas as they do in 
New Zc:..land-one for city constituencies, one 
for subm·ban constituencie ,, and one for country 
constituenries. I think that is P•'ssihly the best 
thing that could be devised, bot it is perfectly 
cle:,,r to me that whatever system we adopt we 
cannot avoid inflicting injustice upon certain 
portions of the State. \Ve might minimise the 
injustice, and make it le:;s than at present, but 
in a country such as this, wheL the conrlitions 
are so changing >tnd uncertain, the infliction of 
injustice in electoral divisions is almost inevit­
>tble. Now, take the question of the North and 
Centre. QL1ite recently the people of those divi· 
sions were so strongly of opinion that they did 
not receive that consideration in the Queensland 
Legislature that they ought to have, that ther~ 
existed a very powerful separttion tnoven1ent. 
That movement has apparently died out. 

::\Ir. JEXKIXSON: Federation killed it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am not sure 
that it m killed bP·\·ond re"urrection. I am 
inclined to think that if the North and C•entre 
lc'lt a conRiderable n1nnb~r of men1ber,c:::, it would 
be apt to ariRB again in a Inore powerful form 
than ever. Under the scheme outlined by the 
bon. memb>er for Townsville fur a redistribution 
of seats and reduction of memben, I do not 
know whether the hem. member is aware that 
theN orth would lose 25 per cent. of its rep re· 
sentati ves, and the Centre 40 per cent. The 
hon. member would scarcely ad vacate such a 
scheme as that? 

Hon. R. PHILP : I had a Bill prepared. 

The HOJ'.IE SECRETARY: I am referring 
to the hon. member's scheme to reduce our 
numbers to forty-eig-ht members. The problem 
that I see is this : How are we going to effect a 
redistribution of seats without increasing the 
:tlready preponderating power of one or two big 
towns? I said just now that the last redistri· 
bution in New South \Vales gaYe Sydney nine 
seats more, and the country seven seats less. I do 
not think anybody here would ad vacate that 
there should be mnch of an increa'e in the 
representation of Brisbane. 

:Mr. J EXKINSON : It that not a natural corol­
larv of one adult one vote? 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY: It does not 
follow. The hon. mPmber has not put the case 
fairly. \Ve know ttmt if the city of Brisbane 
had not one representative she would >till have 
con,iderable power here, and when we are con­
sidering any scheme of redistribution we have to 
take that fairly into account. 

Mr. J EXKINSON: You are evading the question. 

[Hon. P . .Airey. 

The HO :'viE SECRETARY: If the hon. 
member means that the corollary of one adult 
one vote is one vote one value, I say that to 
carry that, out in its abatract entirety is an 
impossibility. 

Mr. JENKINSOX: Ah, ah! Cornered at last. 

Mr. FORSYTH: You will carry it out partially. 

The H01IE SECRETARY: '!.'he hon. mem-
ber for Carpentaria takes a more rational view 
of the matter. If, as the hon. member implies, 
it is impossible to carry it out in its entirety, we 
should adopt some course which would remove 
the inequalities partially, at all event". 

::\Ir. FORSYTH : \Vhy has that not been done? 

The Hv1I:E SECRETARY: Does the hon. 
member remember the time that it took to accom­
plish the reform of one adult one v0te? Does 
he remember how many years it was kept 
dangling before the people by his own party, 
who failed to bring it in or give effect to it? In 
is only this seesion that the Government have 
had to hold over three or four very important 
measures which we should much have liked to 
have become law this session, but with which 
we cannot go any further on account of the 
difficulties of the situation. 

Mr .• TEXKIXSON: Yes, especially the difficul· 
ties of the situation. I mean with your sup· 
porters. 

The HOME SECRETARY: With regard to 
the situation and our supporters, trJC question of 
redistribution is one that the Government have 
never discussed with their su>•porters. It was 
discussed one afternoon in the House, and I am 
not aware that our supporters showed any very 
strong feeling on the matter. They nearly all 
admitted that a very strong case could be made 
ont for redistribution. 1 ''~dmit, as II admitted 
before, that the case for redistribution is a very 
good case, and I regret that we have not been 
able to see our way to carry it into effect; but I 
say in that respect we <~re not singular, and that 
in regard to our electoral system we are in the 
sarne position as nearly every civilised country 
in the world that has parliamentary govmn· 
ment. In England I know of one constituency 
that has 20,000 voters, and anothe,r with les'' 
than 2,000. 

Mr. BAR:>"ES: ·what about the other States? 

The HOME SECRETARY: '!.'here are ine­
qualities in most of the Australian States. New 
South \Vales made an attempt to remedy 
matter'~, but I am not sure that they did not 
mako them Pven worse than they were before. 
\V hat we have to face is the question how are we 
going to bring about redistribution without 
increasing the preponderating power of one or 
two big centres, and the second q nestion is how 
are we going to effect redistribution and not 
minimise the power of the North and Centre? 
I do not think that the North and Centre are 
over-represented, and I think any scheme which 
threatens to increase the power of tll8 big centres 
and to lessen the power of the distant portions of 
the State, where the people are already severely 
handicapped by reason of their distance from the 
capital, and by other conditions of life, would 
meet with very great difficulties in this Assembly. 
At the same time I agree with the hon. member 
for Toowong that, even if you cannot devise a 
perfect system in which we have one vote one 

value, Etill I think it is a gres,t pity 
[5 p.m.] if we cannot devise some scheme to 

do away with the glaring in· 
equalities which exist at the present time. It 
h:ts not been that the Government have been 
unwilling to do this, but want of time has caused 
this and other measures to be laid on one side, 
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and I trust that on some future occasion we may 
find an opportunity of remedying the gross 
inequalities of the present system. 

?vfr. JEXKIK80X: Good old futurity! 

HoN. R. PHILP: ·when the Government 
gave the hon. member for Toowong an oppor­
tunity for discussing this question I thought we 
should have bad some declaration of policy from 
the Government, but what do we find? After 
the strong <"ase which the hon. member for 
Toowong ha; put before them, the Government 
say they cannut do anything, and do not intend 
to try to do anything. 'l'hey do not propose to 
redeem the promises made by the late Premier­
not till after next election, if they do it then. 
I hope they will tell us what they intend doing. 
They admit th 't there are too many member,; in 
the House, and that there is a great inequality in 
the representation. \Ve find that one member 
often practically represents as many constituents 
as four or five members in the House. That 
ought not to be the position, and there ought to 
be some alteration. A reduction of members 
would have taken place if what I proposed had 
been done. The hon. gentleman knows that I 
had a Bill prepared which I would have gone on 
with, but the party on the other side would not 
allow me. It was a Bill to reduce the House to 
fifty-six electorates, with a quota of 20 per 
cent. either way. \Ve could nut hctve exactly 
3,000 or 4,000 electors in every electorate; that 
is not possible, but I thought a maximum or 
minimum of 20 per ·cent. either way would be 
fair. There is more need for an alteration now 
than in times gone by. Before federation we 
could give an extra seat to one place and another, 
and make up the numbers as the population 
increa,,ed, but now we have corne to a tinre when 
our population is stationary. 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Ve expect a 
big influx in the Xorth when the Cloucurry 
linP is built. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Very likely it will take 
them from the South. There is no grectt desire 
on the p trt of the present State or :Federal Go­
vernmfmt to incn ~tse our nurnbers; we have now 
nearly iJOO,OOO, and I think on that basis we 
may fairly have a redistribution. It has been 
possible in the other States, and the Federal 
Government have done it, though it baR not 
given univer,;al t-atisfaction. Here is the Toom­
bul electorate which has G,~GD electors. 

Mr. KERR : How many in Towusville? 

HoN. R. PHILP: Far more than in the Bar­
coo. Townsville has 5, 770, which would be just 
about the average. Bulloo has 928; Bnrke, 
817; Carpentaria, 1,083; Cook, 1, 777; Burnett, 
4380; Croydon, 1,428. Townsville has more 
than rlouble anv of those electorates. Balonne 
has 2,145; Gregory, 1,555; L<>ichhardt, 1,380; 
Logan, 1,972; nlnrilla, 1,364; "'ormanby, 1,467. 
The average ought to be about 3,000. I am dis­
appointed that the Government have not tried to 
redeem their promise. \Ve have been looking 
forward to it for some time, but they are quite 
satisfied with the present condition of things, 
and instead of seventy-two they would like to 
see 144 members. I am satisfied that the 
country will be in favour of a reduction, and 
does not like to see the House go on year after 
year with seventy-two members. Time and 
again it has been pointed out--

'The SPEAKER: Order! I would point out 
to the hon. member that this question deals 
exclusively with the equalisation of the elector­
ates, and not the reduction of members. 

HoN. R. PHILP: It is not possible to speak 
on one without the other. I do not know why 
the Home Secretary has brought in the Central 

1906--6 s 

and Northern members, as there is nothing in it. 
The Xorthern member' wonld only lose one and 
the Central about four. Now that the Clan­
curry Rail way Bill has been passed, there, should 
be an incre~s" there. If the South has the popu­
lation, why should they not get the number of 
members they are entitled to. Of course if the 
Government will not do anything at all, it is 
useless having- this debate, which might just as 
well hava gone by default. The hon. member 
for Toowong asks the Government if they cannot 
do anything, but they are quite satisfied to leave 
things as they are, with seventy-two members. 
After the next election they might do something, 
but in the meantime they do not intend to do 
anything. I hope the country will take clue note 
of the way in which the Government have 
redeemed their promise. 

Mr. FORSY'rH ( Carpci!taria): If there has 
ever been special pleading in this House, it has 
been this afternoon by the Home Secretary. J. 
never listened to a speech in my life which was 
more in the nature of special plftding; yet he 
sat absolutely helpkss aud said, "\V e e mnot do 
anything, a~ \Ve have not got the time." I say 
if the Government were sincere they have hac! 
ample time to pass a Bill through the House. 
\Vhy should we adjourn to-morrow without deal­
ing with such an important question as this? If 
hon. members are sincere-and I am sincere-they 
would be willing to sit for a month to pass a Bill 
which is absolutely necessary throughout Queens­
land. I know if that Bill were passed I should 
lose my seat. 

Mr. MANX: You nearly lost it last time. 
(Laughter.) 

J\Ir. :FORRYTH: Ever since I have been in 
the House I have never lost my seat, but the 
hon. member for Cairns knows he will lose his 
next time. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. FORSYTH : This is a Bill which has 

been pmmised ever since W8 came into the 
House, and which is e;;sential because of the 
changed conditions in Queensland. \Ve have now 
got the women's vote, which has intensified the 
position. \Ve have double the number of voters 
we had two vears before. I knew there was no 
hope of this coming on, as hon. members on the 
other side do not want it. They think they will 
lose their seats through it. Taking the quota 
given by the hon. member for Toowong, of 3,080 
for each electorate, there would be a loss of four 
seats to the ::'< orth and the Centre, and the 
South would gain four seats. But I say the 
policy we should adopt is not to take it upon the 
actual q nota, as it would be unfair. \Vllile we 
cannot give sparsely populated districts the 
same number of members as we can it.< the South, 
yet there should be some allowance. I am per­
fectly willing to have 2ii per cent.-not 10 per 
cent., like New South \Vales, or 20 per cent., 
like the Commonwealth Government. That 
would mean that we woul n lose three or four seats 
in the North; but I believe that we would be 
practically in the same position as we are now, 
The only difference would be that th" boundaries 
of each particular electorate mi'(ht be altered, 
but as far as the ag>(regate number of members 
from the South or the Central division is con­
cerned, I do not believe it would make the 
slightest difference. There is no doubt that each 
electorate, no matter in what part of the State, 
should have the voters arranged on a better basis 
than is the case at the present time. Hon. mem­
bers opposite think that, by giving the margin of 
25 per cent. over and above the quota, as the 
case may be, their electorates might be wiped 
out, but I do not think that would apply at all. 
It would only mean that the boundaries would 

Mr. Forsyth.] 



2178 Redistribution qf Seals. [ASSEMBLY.] Redi&tribution qf Seats. 

be altered in such a way as t.o bring in a larf!er 
or lesser quantity. It would not be a reduc­
tion of seats, but an equalisation all rcmnd. 
With one electomte comprising 7,000 or ll,OOO 
voters and another with 800 at the present 
time, no man can say that that is a fair 
thing. Y on could disfranchise 6,000 men in 
the Toornbul electorate to-morrow, aod they 
would still have as many men behind them 
as there are in my electorate. That is a state of 
affairs which should not exist, and it should 
have been remedied by the Government. If a 
general election was not going to take place next 
year, no doubt they would have done it. As the 
Franchioe Bill has doubled the number of voters 
in Queensland, it has intensified this business. 
Suppose we had 10,000 plural vote, altogether, 
what is that in comparison with three or four 
seats? You can get three or four large seats 
with perhaps 20,000 votes-say, Bulirnba, 
Toombul, and Toowong-and you can take out 
three others with not 3,000 amongst them. Is 
not that ten times worse than plural voting? I 
think that it is, and if the Government were 
sincere in this matter, and wanted to carry out 
the promise they made, they would certainly 
have brought in a Redistribution Bill, more 
especially as the franchise is now on a different 
basis. The Home Secretary said that it was 
not easy to do it, but it has been easy enough 
to do it elsewhere. There is not the slightest 
reason why we should not do it here, as there 
would be no difficulty. The wholP thing w;mts to 
be taken in hand by an expert and brought 
before the House, when, if necessary, it could 
be ,~,si!y modified to suit the circumstances. 
The Home Secretary agreed that there is an 
enormous injustice in connection with the pre­
sent Franchise Act, because we have not had a 
Redistribution BilL \Ve have the Government 
practically speaking as one man; and yet, in 
spite of that, nothing has been done, and, as far 
as we can judge, nothing will be done. There 
are hon. members 'itting behind them who do 
nob want this to be d:me. The Home Secretary 
said there were difficulties in the way, and that 
it wav a most important matter. It is one of 
the most important matters ever brought before 
the Home. The Government l:Jelieve that, and 
yet they arc determined to g·inl the nntter no 
comddera.tion. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: \Vhat 
are you quoting from ? 

Mr. FORSYTH: :From the speech delivereil 
by the Hmne Secretary thi8 afterf!.oon. I can 
al"o quote a remark made by the Home Secre­
tary in 1904. I w ccs speaking on tl1f' Franchise 
Bill in that year, when the Home Secretary 
rnH,de :..tn interjee~ion, in whieh he said, "The 
Redistribution Bill is an absolute necc,sity." It 
has been an absolute nece,sity for three or f,ur 
years, and yet that necessity ha>inot been met. The 
Home Secretary t>1lked about difficulties being 
in the way. There are difficulties in the way 
of all legislation, but if the Government had 
been sine· re all these difficulties would have 
disappe~red, and some systen, which would 
improve the condition of things as it exists 
now could certainly have been pa"ed through 
this House. But here we are going to have a 
general election. It is going to be held on the 
new franchise, while all these enormous anoma­
lies in connection with the electorates exist. 
At the same time the Government o.re lying back 
and saying, "\Ve are not going- to paso a Redis­
tribution of Seats Bill now." That mean' that 
there will be no Hedistribution of Seats Bill for 
the next ~ix years. In spite of all the distinct 
pledges made by this Government, and the refer­
ence• in the Governor's Speech and in the mani­
festoes and speeches of :iYiinisters throughout the 

[Mr.Forsyth, 

country, we find that on the eve of a general 
election we are in exactly the same position with 
regard to that matter that we were in three years 
ago. The Government say they believe that this 
is one of the most important measures that could 
be brought before the House. If so, why do they 
not carry it out now? I believe that we could 
get it through in a week or ten days' time. I do 
not want to &ay any more on this matter. 

Mr. KERR: \V e will have a special session to 
deal with it. 

Mr. FORSYTH' I am quite willing to have 
a special session, or I am quite willing that it 
should be carried out in the next week or ten 
day~, because I believe it is such an important 
measure. \Vhy is it that the Government have 
not brought in this Bill? It is because their 
supporters are afraid that they will lose their 
seats, and that thP alterations of the boundaries 
of their electorates will interfere with them. 
Taking a number of seats, and allowing a margin 
of 20 or 25 per cent., there need not be any 
single electorate lost either in the Central or 
Northern divisions. However, the Government 
is not prepared to do it. At present we have 
the greatest amount of inequality that ever 
existed in Queensland, and in spite of that the 
Government is going to the country and allowing 
these things to remain as they are. 

Mr. KERR (Ba,.coo): The last speaker says 
that we are going to allow. the inequalities that 
now exist to continue to exist for a looger period. 
It is wonderful to hear the hon. g~entleman and 
the leader of the Opposition talk like that, when 
those gentlemen allowed those inequalities to 
exist for the number of years that they did with­
out making any change. Anyone who has 
followed the question of r.·presentation in this 
Chamber knows very well that it has been asked 
for years and years that there should be better 
repre~.,ntation in the voting of the people of this 
State. 

JYir. FoRSYTH: It is very much worse now. 

Mr. KERR' I only rose to point out to the 
hon. member that the Government have not 
neglected to face this question, and have not put 
it on one side because a certain section of n1ern­
bers supporting the Government are opposed to 
a reduction of members. 

JY[r. FORSY'l'H : \Ve are not considering a 
reduction of men1b..:rs no"'.v. 

l\Ir. KERR' The hon. members are building 
np their arguments on a false basi,, because they 
have not proYed that members supporting the 
Government are against "redistribution of seats. 
There is no man sitting behind the Government 
who is foolish enough to say that there shall not 
be a redistribution of seats. \Ye know that there 
cannot be one vote one value. I am plesaed 
that the hon. member for Oarpentaria, who 
represents a Northern electorate and who knows 
something of the conditions of the State, falls in 
with the l'roposition that there should be a 
margin of 20 to 25 per cent. If that margin 
were adopted, there would be a better chance of 
getting better r•.presentation. The hon. mem­
ber for Toowong picked out three electorates­
Bulloo, Burke and Carpentaria-and showed the 
representation they had. That was an extreme 
case. The hon. member for Toow1ng pointed 
out that those three electorates had the same 
representation as three large Plectorates in the 
Southern portion of the State. But anyone who 
knows a-nything about representation knows 
that Brisbane does not want a member in this 
Chamber at all, as the influence of Brisbane is 
quite strong enough to enable it to get every-
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thing it requires, while the outside districts are 
not able to get what they believe are their 
natural requirements. 

~Ir. BAltNES: ·would that be just? Surely 
you do not suggest such a thing as that? 

:\Ir. KERR: \Vhen it comes to voting money 
you can see what chance the other parts of the 
State-the sparsely populated districts-betve of 
getting money voted for them in comparison 
with Brisbane and the lar5er centres of popula­
tion. 

Mr. JENKINSON: That is not so. 

:"\Ir. KEOGH: \Vhy do you not go m for single 
electorates? 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 

:Yir. KERR: I represent a single electorate, 
and so doe·' the bon. member for Rosewood, and 
I quite agree that we should have single elec­
torates. I believe there are electorates that have 

two members that are over repre­
[5.30 p.m.] sented; but you cannot get away 

from the fact that what we want is 
a redistribution of seats, so that the Northern, 
\Vestern, and South-western portio11s of this 
State will g-et as much representation as it is 
possible to give them. 

:Mr. :FORSYTH : \V e believe in that, and I said 
so. 

::l>Ir. KERR : The hon. member for Carpen­
taria asked why it is thr.t the Government has 
not introduced this measure. I would point out 
that the one adult one vote Biil only passed this 
Chamber in ,January, 1905. 

}fr. :FOI\SYTH: The reJistribution of seats 
should have been pa,sed at the same time. 

:i\Ir. KERR: That was le's than two years 
ago. And when we think of the number of 
ye: 'XS that the late Government aliowed the 
plural w.,tem of voting to exist without bringing 
in anything to remedy it, we mtn see that this 
Govern1neut. ha~ not taken n1urh time in giving 
the just represen ation that ought to be given to 
the people of tbis State. I g-ree that we should 
bane •· redistribu'ion of sc·:tts. I would point out, 
thongh, that it has not been a burning question 
in thi::; Sta,te, and neither ba~ the reduction of 
n1e-1nben; been a burning qnecition. l believe 
this que .tion ought to be referred to the electors 
so the,t they can have a say whether there 
should he ::t redistribution of tS~ats or not, and 
also what shoulrl be the basis of r(~lH'BSC'nt:ttion. 
Tlwm .<hnnld be some comnwnd f;om the elec­
tors. It is very hard in this Sc,te to adjllst the 
boundal'iec5 of the electorates, and su forth. If 
the ~orthern or C~·nt-al portions of thi1'5 State 
are g-oin~- to lose representation under thit3 
motion of the hnn. tnem ber for Toownng~ then 
there will not be tiatisfaction giv.-'n. 

:'IIr. HEl\BERTSO:>: \Ve have not got sufficient 
now. 

Mr. KERB.: It will not be cacisf,ctory to th9 
Central or Northern portion., of the State if they 
lose ll18ITtbers. rrhe Governrnent, whi]- they are 
prepa.red tu consider th0 rnatter, are not prev,j_recl 
to rush like a bull at a gate in ' matter like this; 
they \V,'1nt to cunsidPr it c::tbnly rtnd also brin~ 
dnwn a rneasure thttt will be f 'ltisfac\·ory not to 
the Southern portion of the State alone but to 
the K orthern and Central portions as well. 

:Ur. P .• T. LEAHY (Warrego): I should like 
to take some four or five minutes in exprr·· ,sing 
my views on this matter before giving a vote. 
it ha, been said that there has been a bn·o.ch on 
the part of the Gnvernment in regar,{ to this 
matter. I du not intend to take upc that line of 
argur,nent, because I an: used to the' e things, 
and rt would be a surprrse to me if there had 
not been a breach of some kind by this Govern-

ment. It is undoubted!? a sound principle to 
lay down that we should have the widest pos­
sible franchise, but the corollary of that is that 
the votes should be of the same value. Yet I am 
against giving each ,-ote the same value. I quite 
understand the att1tude taken up b)' the hon. 
member for Toov1mng and other hon. lnembers­
tbttt when that J;'ranchise Bill became law each 
should get the fullest possible amount of voting 
power. It is perfectly absurd to give one adult 
one vote while at the same time you give one 
electorate three or four times the voting power 
of the people in another electorate. To justify 
n1' action in rising, I can consistently take up 
the stand in saying that I do not believe our 
present franchise is in all respects an equitable 
one. If I held opinions like the hon. member 
for Barcoo, and considered that the present 
franchise was an equitable one, I could not fail 
to vote for this motion. 

The SECRETARY ]'OR PUBLIC \VORKS: What is 
the matter with the franchise? 

Mr. P. ,T. LEAHY: Some have more votes 
than they should have, and family life is not 
represented at all. The crying need of Australia 
is more people. I hold that if this motion is 
carried the greatest injustice would be inflicted 
on the more sparsely settled places of Queens­
land. As regards that matter, I am in entire 
sympathy with the hon. member for Barcoo; 
but I am perfectly logical in the course I take 
up, while the bun. member for Barcoo is perfectly 
ilhgical. If I held the same opinions that the 
hon. member for Barcoo he:d, then I should vote 
for this motion. I qnite ag-ree that, if the veople 
of Brisbane had no representative at all, their 
interests would not bB nPglectecl, but I do not 
advocate that Brisbane 'hould not have repre­
~;entation. \Ye know tha,t at-: long as it is near 
the centre of gO\·ernment it must exert';,," a con­
siderable influence uron the Parliament, quite 
apart fro1n the inftw nee exercis0d by its own 
n1ernber, so '" e shuuld not give the larger 
centres any 1nore a.nthority than th2y have got at 
the present time. The attitude taken up by the 
hon. 1nember for lhrcuu and some whn agree 
·with him j~ not cmnprehenFlble, becau.::.:e jt \\'fi..S 

only a few ~vears ago, w hc·n theRe hm1. mew bers 
did not reprer dnt \V. "tern electoratu, th"c they 
u,ed to get up in this Chum her and tell us that 
the n1en who renreAented \Ve~''ern elPctorates 
were r. presentati \·es of sheep anr:l' 1ttle. Bntsince 
that tinw several of thest~ district~ h'lve fnllen into 
the handf: of these hon. lllPinber~, •nd '-VI3 do not 
h~ .::•.r anything a bunt that HO\•'· I think?"' redi~­
tributic;n of se:.ts 8c~:t?me is \V "nt··d, bu!; it is not 
want~ :1 on tll£ line:-> hdd down in thi:-:; !notion. 
I think that a mao '>in of 10 p"r cent. either 
way i . ., ncJt sufficient. I ::;;ay we onght tu lu1ve 
a margin of 40 per <.: :nt. Aither w .. y. If we 
take the e.,t.imate of the hnn. m •m her for Too­
wong that the quota should be 3,080, then the 
electorat8 of Bnlloo, which i,, one of the largest 
electorab ·~in (Jueensland, will have to be n1ulti­
plied by 3 or 4 to get th:1t number. 'fhen tnke 
the VVt>rrego electorate-it is J- f,jr]~, large e1ec­
tor,,_t;e, '>dth 1,700 on the roll. It would L1e:1.n 
that two such di,tricts wonld have to be put 
t('gether t0 n1ake one electora.ts. Then 1n the 
ca~e of Bnrke three, fonr, or :ive tirneR the area 
would h<-tve to b.- JJUt together for one elec­
torate. The wealth nf thi" country and tbe 
prosperity of this country to a very large 
extent at the present da) depend, and must 
depend for a hrge number of years to come, 
upon the producing industries which those 
districts represent to a very large extent. 
I think there should be something else-that 
more than mere heads r.f people should be 
counted in a mat.ter of this kiud. \Ve know 
that with comparatively ,, small number of 

Mr. P. J. Leahy.J 
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people scattered over a very large area of country 
it is impossible for a member to keep in touch 
with those people in the oame way as he could 
keep in touch with two or three timeg the 
number of people in an electorate like Brisbane, 
Tonwoorn ba, or son1e other places near the co11s.t, 
and consequently it would be perfectly absurd. 
The system might work very well in the places I 
have enumerated, and wrmid work equally well 
in Carpentaria, Bnrke, Barooo, or Reveral other 
places. But whilst admitting all these things, 
there can be no .iustification for the action of the 
Government. The hon. member for Barcoo 
tried to whitewash the Government, and, at the 
same time, tried to blame the late Government. 
There is no possible use in whitewashing a 
matter of this kind, bec.tuse the late leader of 
the Government and the lee.der of the present 
Government made distinct promises to this 
side of the House and to the country that 
a Redistribution Bill and a Bill for the reduc­
tion in the number of mmnbers of Parliament 
would be brought in ; but notwithstanding the 
fact that there has been ample t.ime to carry out 
these promises, absolutely nothing has been done 
in the direction indicated. The hon. member 
blamed the late Government. Things have 
altogether altered ~ince then; thing>< were not 
the same in the time of the late Clov-ernment as 
they are at preeent. The Government brought 
in a Bill giving a vote to women, and if nothing 
of that kind was done, it would not have been 
necess«ry that a Bill of this kind ebonld be 
brought in. I have not the slightest doubt that 
if the late Government were in office a R0distri­
bution Bill and a Bill for the reduction of 
members would havP been brought in long ago. 
It i>< jw.:t "'" well we o-hould recognise that-there 
is no getting away from the fact-that a distinct 
promise was given by the late leader of the 
Government and by the present Government 
to bring in the measure" I have indicated; and 
although ampl-e opportunities have occurred, 
neither of tbe'e promises has been kept. It is 
ridiculous for the hon. member for Barcoo to get 
np aw{ try to explain away their neglect in 
conned ion with this matter. There is very much 
more I should like to say in connection with a 
matter of this kind, but I understand we are 
con1ing to a vote on tbis matter at ti o'clock. I 
have only to say, in conclusion, that, however just 
it may appear on the face of it, I am perfectly cer­
tain that under such a scheuw a grave injustice 
will be clone to the more sparsely populated parts 
of Queenc.land. I venture to say that if this 
matter is fully considered-if it is considere-l on 
its merits quite apart from any party obligations 
or party ties-the House will not affirm a prin­
ciple of this kind. I do not see that there is any 
good in debating the matter any further, because 
it does not make much difference what we say; 
but I consider that, as a representative of a 
Vvc,t·ern district, it W'lS my duty to speak on the 
matter, and I have discharged that duty as briefly 
as possible. 

1\Ir. RANKI:N (Bul'1'wm): I am perfectly in 
accord with the re;;olntion of the bon. member 
for Toowong, although I am not in accord with 
the basis he wggest,, \Vhen we look at some of 
the figures, notably Bnrke and Bulimba, and 
see that in one el,ctr;rate 800 voters have returned 
one representative, while in the other instance 
there are 5,000 electors, naturally one is inclined 
to think there is something rong so mew here. 
But, on the other band, it must be apparent 
that it is not merely a qnestirrn of heads that 
should count. I dare 'ay that if we look 
at some electorates tha,t are represented by 
t\vo mernberR-take, for instance, 1\Iaryborough, 
G:<·mpie, :Yiackay, and one or two other places 
-I dare say that one man could serve very 
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much better as representative of any of those 
electorates than one man in some of the country 
electorate• comprising a small are:> of country 
and a large number of industries. Consequently, 
any redistribution on a population basis would 
be unjust in the extreme. I do not quite agrPe 
with the Home Secretary when be says the 
matter is not one to concern the people in the 
crmntrY very much. Pen<<mally, I think it is 
one thot con.cerns them a great de.1l. I believe 
that this is a matter that wiil come very strongly 
before us at the next ~eneral election, not only 
the question of a redistribution of seats but also 
the question of a reduction in the number of 
member~. There was a very general feeling 
when federation was brought n bout that the cost 
of the State government v1ould have to be very 
materially reduced by a reduction in the number 
of members. 

The SPEAKER : Order, order! 

Mr. RANKIN: I do not think, at all events, 
that any redistribution that might be made in 
the future will be complete without an ultimak 
reduction in the number of members of this 
House. I would just like to point out whereby 
a reduction might be made. Take', for instance, 
the double electorates: we should have some 
means of dividing these electorates. Nothing, 
perhaps, can be more ridiculous than the evidence 
we have in this Chamber. A number of import­
ant double electorates am practically disfran­
chised, merely becausP- they have one member 
sitting on one side of the House trying to undo 
everything that the other member is trying to do 
on the other side of the House. \Ve have only 
to look at Charters T.vwers, look at Mackay, at 
Toowoomba, and at Ipswich. \Ve see nearly all 
those double electomtes disfranchised merely 
became they have a member on each side of the 
Chamber. If it is possible in a Redistribution of 
Seats Bill to bring in some means whereby these 
double electorates can either be reduced in 
number nr be divided so that we can have 
separate members for each particulr>r part, then 
I think a redistribution of ,that kind wonld 
be of some value. There is another ques­
tion which I think we will have to take 
into consideration, and tbnt is this: If the popu­
lation-th>tt is the basis the hnn. member for 
Toowong has adopted-we find that the great 
bulk of the representation would be in the more 
clenselv settled districts. The primary prnducer 
-the "country elector-should really tleserw 
more consideration than those who are merely 
living on the people of the country in the more 
settled districts, so th<tt there should certainly he 
some difference made in the redistribution. Per­
" mally, I should like to have seen the hon. mem­
ber for Toowong bring in some scheme to divide 
the State into city, suburban, and country elec­
torate,, and fix the quota for each of those parti­
cular districts. That, I think, would be reason­
able ; but merely to take 3,000 people, with a. 
limit of 25 per cent. above or below that number, 
would be doing an injustice to the country dis­
tricts, and will not receive my support. Be­
lieving, as I do, not merely in a redistribution of 
seats but also in a reduction in thP number of 
members, I still think this is not the most desir­
sble way to bring it :tbout, as fore9badowed in the 
motion moved by th" hnn. member for Toowong, 
Some ele,ctnrates differ a great deal more th:m 
others. For instance, we have electorates where 
enormous industrie9 play an important part. \Ve 
mi::r,ht have one taking in mining, farming, 
secondary industries, and taking in the pastor~] 
industry, and then we might have an electorate 
which is a pastoral electorate and nothing more. 
If there is to be any double representation, I 
think it should be giv-"n to those electorates that 
have the greater variety of industries. It is 
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there certainly where representation is needed 
bec,.use it is in those electorates where th~ 
grP:>,test. difficulty is experienced in ad vc>cating 
their claims. It IS not merely one single industry 
v:here the ?ifficulty is-that is comparatively 
·simple. It IS where there is a diversity of indus· 
tries that difficulty is experienced in securing ade­
quate representation. The area oft he electorates is 
also am>ttter that would have to be taken into con­
sideration. \Ve know that some of the \V estern 
electorates, altl;ough ,;parsely populated, must 
be extremely difficult to work. lmrnense areas 
ne.cessitate ~ great deal of travelling, and it cer­
talnly requues a harder workinO' n1an to serve 
them than it does in the na-tal districts where 
the population is closer and where the f~cilities 
for getting about are much o-reater. All these 
thin~;; should be taken into ~onsideration when 
a question of the redis'ributinn of Sf,Lls is being 
contemplated. I hope, at all events, that the 
motiOn of the h<m. member for Toowon" will 
have done this much good-it has brought the 
matter more pr0minently before the country, 
and when the election~ come on it will aive 
the. people a cha?ce of saying what they think 
of It. I am qmte gure that there will be only 
one exprf'sswn nf opinidn, and that is in favour 
of a redistribution of seats, and also in favour of 
a reduction of members, 

;}lr. KEOGH (Rose1cood): This is a matter 
that, ever since I have been a member of the 
House, 1 ha 1·e tried to bring under the notice of 
hon. members, and I agree with the hon. mem­
ber for Toowong, who spoke so remarkably well 
on this matter thi.s afternoon. There is nothing 
I can add to what that bon. gentleman has 
stated further than to say that it is most advis­
able that a curtailment of members and also a 
redistribution ,,f seats should take place. This 
matter has been brought, not only under the 
notiCe of the House but it h~s been spoken of 
by hon. members when they addressed their 
-constituents at the late elections, and the mino­
rity was decidedly those gentlemen who did not 
inform their constituents that they were pre­
pared to vote for a redistribution of seats and 
also for a reduction in the number o( members. 
Niy own opinion is that since the ad vent of 
federation we should have a redistribution of 
seftts and a reduction in the number of members. 
\V e should foliow in the same steps as New 
South Wales and Victoria. In New South 
\Vales they put the matter before the country 
and the cvuntry decided that they would ha v~ 
only so many memhers-I think ninety. In 
Victoria the members of Parliament took thA 
matter in hand themselves, and curtailed the 
number of members. I do not think this House 
should ask the whole of the State to interfere in 
the matter. I think it is within the province of the 
members of this Chamber, \Ve are over legis­
lated, and the number of members could be 
reduced by a majority of the members of the 
House; and th, refore, seeing that in New South 
\Vales and Victoria they have reduced the 
number of members~-

The SPEAKER: Order, order ! 

Mr. KEOGH: \Veil, with regard to the redis­
tribution of geats, placing it on the same plane 
as t!Jat of th.e other Sta~es, we would be only 
entitled to th1rty-three members-that is on the 
population ba~i,;. ' 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: That is a con­
~iderably smaller country than this is. 

Mr. KEOGH: Granted tlcat we have a larger 
·?o:'ntry,_ and, no doubt, a progressiYe one, still 
It IS advisable that we should have a redistribu­
tion of seats, but hon. gentlemen on the other 

side are averse to this, simply because they know 
if that takes place a number of them will not 
appear here ag .in. I trust that if the Premier is 
again returned to his present position, one of the 
first measures he will bring forward will be a R<?­
distribution of Seats Bill. Unfortunrttely, the 
redistribution, even should it t>tke phce, nnnot 
come in to operation until three years. There­
fore, I think we should have a special ses"ion to 
deal with the matter. 

Question (,11?·. JJ!lacartncy's 1aotion) put and 
passed. 

CLOSER SETTLE:\IKNT BILL. 
LEGISLATIVE Cm:NClL'S :MESSAGE, No. 3. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislati,-e Council, intimating 
that they did not insist upon their amendments 
in clauses 12 and Hi, and still further insisting on 
their amendment in clause 20, to which the 
Assern bly had disagreed. 

CoNSIDERATION oF ~'Hg :MESSAGE IN ColilJHlTTEE. 

Tlw SECRB~TARY FOR PUBLIC LA:NDS 
moved that the Committee no longer insisted 
upon their disagreement with the Council's 

amendment in line 46 of clause 20. 
l7 p.m.J The reason for that was simply that 

there was a g-reat probability of a 
measure that might he most useful beir,g lost if 
they insisted any further upon di,agreeing to the 
insertion of the words. His motion must not 
be taken in an~· way as an acquiescence with the 
amendment. On the contrary, he regarded it 
with apprehension, a' he deemed it to be quite 
possible that the presence of those words might, 
to a large extent, defh1t the object of the Bill. 
It might quite conceivably be the case that the 
Government could have acquired estates at the 
same rates previous to the introduction of the 
Bill that they could now do with these words 
imerted, because they gave a most ample oppor­
tunity, and perhaps encouragement, to the 
Land Appeal Court to take an excessive view 
of the amount of compen,ation that was to be 
paid to the owner. It should be rem em be red 
that it was not merely a question of the sum that 
they had to disburse from the Treasury to the 
owner in order to acquire the estate. The ques­
tion that should be present in their Ininds was 
the cost of the land to the small man who was 
going to take it up, and for whose benefit the 
Bill hRd been brought in. However, the amend­
ment had been inserted, and whatever its effect 
it would not be irremediable. If they found it 
did not succeed-if they found it put such a 
value on the est1tes as not to make it worth 
while buying them for closer settlement, it would 
become a matter for consideration with the 
Govmnment whether the measure O\lgbt not 
either to be wiped ont altogether or amended in 
that particular. It was in no sanguine frame of 
mind that be bowed to the exigencies of the case 
and mol'ed his motion. 

Question put and passed. 
The Hm;se resumed. The CHAIR>UN reported 

that the Committee no longer insisted on their 
disagreement to the amendment of the Legisla­
tive Council in clause 20, and the Bill was 
ordered to be returned with ., meSRage to that 
effect. 

HARBOUR BOARDS ACTS AMEND­
:\IENT BILL. 

J'.IESSAGE FRmr THE LEGISLATIVE CouNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legi,;lative Council, intima­
ting that they did not insist upon their ai-nend­
ments in this Bill. 

Hon. Sir A. S. Cowley,) 
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TRUSTEES AKD EXECUTORS ACTS 
AME~DME:\TT BILL. 

J\IESSAGE FRO}! THE LEGISLATIVE UOU};CIL. 
The SPEAKER announc.·d the receipt of a 

message from the Legislati,·e Council, disagree­
mg to the _amendments made by the Legislative 
Assembly m clause 2, and agreemg to their other 
amendmentB. 

CoNsmERATION m· THE .MESSAGE IN UmmiTTEE. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved that 
the Committee do not insist on t.he insertion of 
clause _2. The reason given by the Legislative 
Council wa' one that commended itself to <:ommon 
sense. 

HoN. R. PHILP did not agree with the 
reason given by the Attorney-General. Although 
the clause wa; re.:;arded by the hon. gentleman 
as objectionable, he accepted it. \V as he afraid 
of the judges? It was too late in the session to 
prolong the matter or to have a row with the 
other House over ir, but he thought that that 
Chamber was wanting in common sense to have 
disagreed with such a very reasonable amend­
ment. 

Question put and passed. 

The Hou'e resumed. The CHAIRli!AN reported 
that the Committee did not insist on their 
amendment in clause 2 to which the Le,islati;-e 
Council had disagreed, and the Bill was bordered 
to be returned with a message to that effect. 

SUPPLY. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ES'l'Ii\IATES, 1905-6. 
EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLA'l'IVE-LEGISLA'l'IVE 

COUNCIL AND LEGISLATIVE ASSE~!BLY. 
The TREASURER moved that £34211s. 2d. 

be granted for "Execut.ive and Leuislative­
Le~islative Council and Legislative Assembly." 
This was made up of small amounts which did 
not call for any particular comment, as full 
explanation was given in the J<;stimates. 

Question put and passed. 

CHIEF SECRETARY. 

The TREASURER moved that £7,263 4s. lld. 
be granted for the "Chief Office " "Audit 
Office," "Steamer 'Lucinda,'" ~'Thursday 
Island," anc! "JYiiscellaneous Services." This 
was much the same as last year. The only 
notabl? ~tern was £1,275, "Expenses of Royal 
Comnus,wn re Deportation and Repatriation of 
Pacific Islanders, and Labour for Sugar Indus­
try," and there was an amount standing to 
the debit of the South Africa con tint; ents trust 
fund. They had paid off the old score in that 
matter. 

Hon. R. PHILP : \Vhat about the £300 to 
J ones? 

The TREASURER: Hon. members would 
know pretty well enough about J ones by this 
time. Mr. Jones was appointed for two years 
as from the 1st .T anuary, Hl06, and an amount 
was allowed him for tmvelling expenses of £600 
for 1906 and £'00 for 1907. He bad explained 
before that the amount fixed w:1s not expected to 
pay ::\Ir. Jones for living in the East, because, 
unle.'s. h~ could earn an equcclly la1 ge amount of 
comnnsswn from the orders he t11nk, it would 
be a very hard job for him tn live on thi8 
amount. At any rate, he could hardly live in 
such a "tyle for a man doing business in the way 
he was doing it there. Thi., was ,imply meant 
as a kind of "socialism in our time" fo; people 
w_ho might desire to open up business there, but 
did not care to go to the expense of having a 

[Hon. Sir .A. S. Gowley. 

traveller of their own there. It was simply done 
to encourage the development of trade. \Vhether 
it was wise or not could only be ganged by 
results. 

HoN. R. PHILP, referring to the .£1,275 
expenses of the Royal Commission, said there 
was not a doubt that the commission furnished 
the House with a very valuable rer,ort, and he 
understood the m em hers of the commission were 
not satisfied with the amount of money the 
Treasurer gave them. If that was so, he thought 
they ought to pay something adequate to the 
work they did. :Members of the Huuse were 
inclined to think that th8se commissions were 
given as sops to members of Parliament and that 
they made money out of the business, but he 
understood that they did not make any money 
out of this business. 

The TRmASURER quite agreed with what 
the hon. gentleman said with regard to the satis­
factory work done by the commission. The 
report had been recognised as a fair and care­
fully-thought-out statement of the position, and 
the chief value which he attached to it was this: 
it had satisfied everyone here and in the Com­
monwealth Parliament as a fair statement of the 
case. It was largely owing to having tbe report 
of that commission in the hands of the Federal 
Ministers that he was able to induce them to 
take over tbe business, and so save Queensland 
a good deal of money. But to pay the com­
rnissioners anymoren1oneynow was quite another 
thing. The price to be paid for the work was 
all sAttled beforehand. No one could think more 
highly of the work than he did, yet the members 
of the commission agreed to do it for that price, 
and there wns no great reason to pay more 
except the fact that we were coming near 
Christmas, and people's hearts were apt to be 
soft. (Laughter.) 

Queation put and passed. 

HOMI~ SECRETARY. 
The TRB~ASCHER moved that £22,685 19s. 

9d. be granted for "Home Secretary." This 
was a very large supplementary vote, but it was 
made up of a number of small details. The 

only considerable item was a sum 
[7.30 p.m.] of £4,716 2s. extra for "Dunwich 

Benevolent Asylum" and £5,211 
12s. 7d. for "Public Health,,. which had always 
been there. They had tried to avoid that this 
year by voting a sum on the Estimates-in-Chief. 
There was an amount down of £2,327 1s. 7d. for 
"Electoral Registration." This was brought 
about by the new franchise, and then the Govern­
ment had spent £2,000 more in Government 
advertising. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPARTl\lE};T OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

The TREASURER moved that £8,720 4s. 2d. 
be granted for "Department of Public \Vorks." 
The chief item was £7,454 Ss. J ld. for public 
buildings and repairs to public buildings. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPART}JENT 01<' JUSTICE. 

The TREASUREH moved that £3,20lls. 9d. 
be granted for " Department of ,Justice!' It 
was made np of a large number of small items, 
only one of which amounted to £500-" Railway 
Fares, Printing, etc." 

Mr. FOHSYTH noticed there was £68'1 
13s. f>d. down for witnesses, acting judges, and 
acting Crown prosecutors, which was not put on 
the I~stimates for last year. \Vould it not be 
better to put a lump >um on the Estimates to 
cover expenses of this kind ? 
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The TREASURER: There was something 
in what the hon. member said. It was right to 
put on the Estim>ttes-in-Chief all the expenditure 
they expected, but there was no certainty that 
there would be any money required for this 
purpose. The whole increased cost to the ,Justice 
Department was only £684. There would be 
much more in the contention of the hon. gentle­
man if it had gone to a considerable amount. 
They had done just the same in the Health 
Department. 

(~uestion put and passed. 

THE 'rREASURER. 

The TREASURER moved that £4,57512s. 2d. 
be granted for "The Treasurer." Like the other 
vote, this was made up of a large number of very 
small items, none of which amounted to £1,000. 
The vote included £909 15s. 1d. for new boilers 
for the Harbours and Rivers Department. 

Mr. PAULL: There was a sum of £62514s. 
2d. down for "Cost of Investigation and Reports 
on \V oongarra and Isis Irrigation Schemes." He 
would like to know to whom that money was 
paid. 

The TREASURER: Hon. members would 
remember that for manv years back there was an 
irrigation board in the vVoongarra Scrub district, 
and the Government promised that if the board 
found a certain sum the Government would have 
an investigation made as to the practicability 
of irrigating this scrub. His idea was that he 
should pay twice the amount that the board 
had paid. The amount named was the amount 
paid to the engineer who made the report and the 
men he employed. It cust somewhat more than 
he (Mr. Kidston) anticipated, and he was sorry 
that the result of the report did not offer good 
prospects of carrying out irrigation. He would 
much rather that the report had been more 
favourable. Before irrigation could be largely 
accomplished in Queensland they could hardly 
expect that they were going to have investiga­
tions here and there without any practical results. 
He was not quite sure that any practical results 
would come of this report, and he was more 
sorry, for that rea,;on, than he was for the spend­
ing of the £600. 

11r. FORSYTH noticed that there was 
£1,637 13-<. Gd. down for "Government Printing, 
etc.,"including the increased cost of Hansardand 
the increa,ed co•t of the extra hands and the over­
time. Last year£3,000was voted for Hansard, and 
this year it was put down at £3,500. He would 
like to know if the amount put on the Estimates 
for this year for running the Printing Office an,d 
the extra hands would be sufficient. 

The 1'REASURER: He hoped the amount 
would be sufficient. He did not know any 
reason just now for believing it would not be 
sufficient. 

Mr. FORSYTH: That is a big increase. 

The TREASURER: It was a large depart­
ment that they were dealing with, and the increase 
of £1,600 ·vas a comparatively small sum. He 
understood that the amount put down this year 
would be approximately sufficient. Last year 
they had the reprinting of the nnnual State rolls 
and the printing of the new State rolls. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPARTl\JE~T OF PUBLIC LAND~J. 

TheTREASURERmoved that £27,39114s. 7d. 
he voted for "Department of Public Lands." 
This was a considerable increase of the amount 
over the Esbnates, and it had practically all 
been incurred by the extra activity of the 
department in promoting settlement. Hon. 

members would see that the chief items were 
£2,GOO for "Railway l?ares and Freights, Print­
ing, etc." The :VIinister had g·iven passes to 
encourage settlement. 

I\Ir. P. J. LEAHY: Mainly to outsiders and 
not to Queenslanders. 

The TREASURER: That was so. It was 
the outsiders thev wanted here. The others we 
had here now. Then there was an amount of 
£.!, 9!10 1Rs. for "Fees to Licensed Surveyors," 
and £0,800 for "Central Rabbit Board," which 
his friend, the bun. member for \Varrego, smiled 
:tt. 

:VIr. P. J. LEAHY: It is not big enough to 
smile at. 

The TREASURER: Then there was £2,500 
paid as "Commission to Agents in other States, 
Special Advertising, etc." 

:VIr. FoRSYTH : Arc you still paying this com­
rnission? 

The TREASURER: Yes, he was still paying 
commission for results. 

Hon. R. PHILP : \Vho got the money? 

The TREASURER : All this had been fully 
discussed in the Estimate,-in-Chief. 

HoN. R. PHILP: He was not going to cavil 
at the amount of money spent. He would like 
to know who got this £2,500 which the Govern­
ment paid as commission? 

The TREASURER : The matter had been 
discussed already, and the Secretary for Lands 
had already informed the Committee. The 
money had been paid chiefly to Messrs. Pulsford 
and Murphy. 

HoN R. PHILP asked the Trea•urer if he 
had any objection to giving the names and the 
exact amount paid to each. 

The TREASURER: The bulk of the amount 
has been expended in advertisements. 

:\Ir. JE::'{KINSON : He had heard a good 
deal of talk outside, and the amount paid to 
outsiders, and yet there had been only two 
names mentioned in connection with this par­
ticular matter. He could hardly pick up a south­
ern paper without seeing; the names of several men 
who advertised themselves as southern agents 
for the Queensland Government. That was 
specially the case in the Richmond River dis­
trict and on other northern rivers in New South 
\Vales. He had no objection to that at all, 
because he beli8v,,d they had been doing tiplendid 
work. He was not cavilling at the vote, but hfl 
would like to know if there was any objection 
whv the names should be read out, with the 
amount paid to each. 

The SECRET A.RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
There was no harm whatever in giving the 
names, and he was only sorry he had not the 
figures with him. As a matter of fact, he re­
membered distinctly giving the figures within the 
last six weeks. 

:VIr. ,JENKINSOX: They are not in Hansard. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Yes, they were, be0~use he distinctly remembered 
giving the figure,;;;, The only agent~ ':'~ha had 
received a.ny h.rg-e amount for co1nmisswn were 
Messrs. rulsford and l\lnrphy-they were the 
most active agents. There were other agents 
who represented the Government in the south, 
chiefly in the Northern Rivers of New South 
\V,,lc~. Those people had asked if they sent 
people here from New South \Vales who selected 
land, wonld they he paid a commission? 

7vfr .• TENKIXSOX: Does that anply to New 
ZeJ.land? I see they are advertising there as 
well. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The Lands Department bad advertised in New 
Zealand, and there were agents there as well, but 
he was sorry tu say that he had been greatly d is­
appointed with the results. They bad received 
a number of inquiries from that place, but they 
had bagged Yery few K ew Zealanders so far. 
There were other agents in New South \Vales 
who had not yet received any commission. 

Mr. CO\V AP a'ked what had become of the 
money sent by Mr. Elliott? 

The> SECRETARY FOH PvBLIC LANDS : The 
whole amount had been placed to consolidated 
revenue account. 

Mr. ,JENKINSON asked if it was the inten­
tion of the Government to do any further work 
in r· mnection with the road that had been built 
from Buonah to Killarney? 

The TREASl:RER : IV e are waiting to see how 
they vote. (Laughter.) 

:Mr. JENKINSON believed they would vote 
all right. Between £'2,000 and £3,000 bad 
already been spent in connection with that road, 
and it would ue absolutely wasted if it were left 
in its present st,,,te. He could not understand 
the parsimony of the Government in this small 
matter. At present the road was absolutely dan­
gerous to traffic. 'l'he shire council rightly re­
fused to take it over, for that reason. Had the 
Treasurer taken his ad vice about two years ago, 
and spent another £100, in addition to the amount 
offered by the Boonah Shire Council and the 
amount collected locally, the road would have 
been in proper order to-day. About £200 was 
required to make it available for tourists, and to 
enable the land, on which there w:ts a large 
quantity of valuable timber, to be cut up and 
selected. He understood about 30,000 acres 
would be readily availed of if the dep11rtment 
would only do what he had ,,ugge;ted. fie hoped 
the Secretary for Lands would consult his en­
gineer :md see what could h~e done in the matter. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
So far from the Government being guilty of 
parsimony, their action was one of unrequited 
generosity. He had ridden over the road; and, 
speaking from recollection, he was told the 
amount necessary to make the road available 
was about £1,500. The Government bad spent 
far more than that, yet the shire council and the 
people ccncerned had not done anything towards 
making the approach to the road at t;1e foot of 
the range. They had declined to do anything at 
all, not because the road was unfinished ; they 
were unanimous in the opinion that it was a 
remarkably fine piece of eu,;iueering· work. 

Mr. JENKINSON: As far as it, went. 
The SECRETARY J:<'OR l'UBLIOLANDS: 

Yes. You could drive four or five horses down 
there quite easily. The reason why the local 
authorities declined to do anything was because 
they thought they could get the Government to 
go thP whole length. That was the exact re~son 
why this fine piece of work was allowed to re­
main in its present state. 

Mr. JENKJNSON: The fact of the matter 
was when the work was forecasted the members 
of the shire council and the residents of Boonah 
and Killarney did not profess to have any 
engineering capabilities. The result was the 
Government sent their engineer np, and he fore­
casted the amount necessary; but, unfortunately, 
before th~ work wa' completed there came a 
visitatiun from Heaven, in the shape of a heavy 
thunderstnrm, which practically destroyed a good 
deal of the work that had been carried out by 
the Government engineer. He could not blame 
the Government for that. He had stated before 
publicly that the work "as a credit to the Go­
vernment as well as to the engineer in charge ; 

[Hon. J. T" Bell. 

hut now it was positively dangerous. As to the 
question of unrequited generosity, could the 
Secretary for Lands tell them of another instance 
where a number of citizens put their hands in 
their pockets and contributed over £100 towards 
an expenditure to enable the Government to 
complete the work ? 

Ho.\'Ol:RABLE .MEMBEHS: Yes; numbers of 
cases. 

lVIr. JENKI~SOJ'\: If the Government wonld 
not recognise the exceptional circumstances of 
this ca'e they were blind to the public interest. 

The district had acted in a public­
[8 p.n1.] spirited manner and simply asked 

the Government t~ back it up. If 
the Tre,.surer would only inspect the road him­
self, he would be convinced of the accuracy of 
the statement made. 

The TREASliHER : I will take the matter into 
consideration. 

Mr .• JENKIJ'\SON: That was not sufficient 
either for him or his constituents. He was 
pleading on behalf of the general taxpayer, who 
had contribute<{ £3,000 toward~ the cost of the 
road and the whole of that money would be 
wast~d 1f the Government left the road in its 
present condition. 

The SECRE1'ARY FOR PvBLIC LA.\'DS : \Vill the 
shire council put the approaches in order? 

Mr. JENKINSOJ'\ understood that the shire 
council would be fully prepared to "ssnme the 
responsibility if the Go1·ernment would complete 
the work they had undertaken. 

The SECRETAHY FOH Pt:BLIC LANDS: If the 
shire council will make the approaches, the 
whole situation will be :dtered. 

Mr .• JENKl~SON: \Vould tbe bon. gentle­
man pledge himself that it the shire council 
would make the a),proacbes the Government 
would complete the work ? It was a shame that 
the money should be waste.d, and that the road 
should be lying idle, consiuering the amount of 
timber which W«s avaihble and the fact that 
the land when cleared would be readily taken 
up. He had a list of people who would be ready 
to take up the land if the Secretary for Public 
Lands would throw it open, but the making of 
the road must precede the opening of the land. 

The SECilETARY FOR PcnLrc LA.\'DS : You get 
the shire council to make the approaches. 

Mr. JE~KINSON : He would do his best. 
If the Government would put it in a proper 
state of repair the shire council wr,uld be pre­
pared to undertake the responsibility. 

· Mr. HAMILTON : There was a vote on this 
Estimate for the CP.ntral Rabbit Board. \Vhen 
the Estimates-in-Chief were going through they 
were promised a Rabbit Bill, and be should be 
glad to know what the intentions uf the Govern­
ment were? \V a" the Secretary for Lands g-oing 
to restore the poison cart'? He saw that a 
number of the carts that had been knocked off 
had been d eetroyed. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIO LANDS : 
He had a Rabbit Bill ready, but h" was sorry to 
say that there was no time to bring it in. He 
was afraid they would have to wait until next 
session before anything conld be done. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: He was at Killarney not 
long ago, and intended to drive over the new 
road to Boonah, but when he had made his 
arrano-ements he was informed that it wns im­
pMsible to get over the road. He was n,t Boonah 
a month ago, and the statements which had been 
made in reference to the road were confirmed by 
other people in the district. The least the 
Government could do was to put the road in 
such a condition that the public could use it. 
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Reference had been made to the railway fares 
and free passes issued to men in search of land. 
He made an interjection, and the Premier said 
that they did not need to do anything for the 
people in Queensland because they were already 
here. That was an extraordinary statement to 
come from such a source. It wots the concen­
tration and acme of selfishness. He had no 
objection to giving iree passes to men from the 
south in search of land, rnd had no objection 
to the Secretary for Public Lands committing 
a little petty larceny by inducing men from 
the south to come here; but at the same time 
he believed that the people already in the 
country should be affordeJ the same facili­
ties for inspecting the land as southerners. 
It was perfectly clear from the information that 
they had from the Secretary for Lands that the 
great bulk of the money spent in as,-bting 
people to view land for selection was spent upon 
southern men. If they could afford to be 
generous to the people fr,om the south they could 
afford to be just to their own people. He noticed 
that three grazing farms had been resumed in 
the Dalby di.,trict. He would like to know the 
names of the persons from whom they were 
resun:ed, and why the selections had been 
resumed. Then with regard to the Central 
Rabbit Board, he should like to know what 
the intentions of the Government were. They 
certainly had got some information from the 
Secretary for Lands, but not by any rne.tns all 
they desired. He ob,erved that there was a 
V<Jte set down for the destruction of prickly pear. 
"\Vas that an additional sum required for the 
clearing of the .Jondaryan land or the land 
west of Dalby? \V ben replying the Minister 
might also tell them something about the vote 
of £2,500 for commission and agency fees. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA"DS : Y on 
have had all that alrf':1dy. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: Yes; but the hon. gen­
tlernan's inforrnation on a forrner occ1sion was 
not of a satisfaetory nature. It was not by any 
m.eans as full as it should have been. 

The SECRETARY ];'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Grazing farms 41 and 477 were two areas at the 
terminus of.the Dalby-Cattle Creek Railway, 
which it was considered desirable to resume. 
The township was on one of them. The allot­
ments had sold very well, and it was a very 
profitable thing to resume the land. The other 
farm was at Chinchilla. It was 10,000 acres 
in extent, but the soil was good, although the 
land was infested with prickly pear. Men who 
came from the south expre:''':ed their willing­
ness to take it up ao prickly 1:ear selections 
and clear it. The Government purchased it for 
£800, and had thrown it open at a price which 
would ensure it all being taken up, and the 
repayment of the cost. The deeds would not be 
issued until the land was cleared. \Vith regard 
to the question about the Central Rabbit Board, 
he could only say that the hon. gentleman was, 
by that question, almost casting a slur on his 
leader, who had already extracted the fullest 
information on the subject. 

Mr. FO RSYTH thought they should have more 
information on the item of £2,500 commission to 
agents. 

The TmJASURER: We have discussed that 
twice already. 

Mr. FORSYTH was going to discuss it again. 
It was pointed out when the :Estimates-in-Chief 
were going through, that that was the place for 
such a vot<' to appear. He would ask the hon. 
gentleman was it a fair thing, if he still in­
tended doing it? There was no one who used 
to rail against the late Government more than 
the present Premier for the amount o[ unfore­
seen expenditure, and now the hon. gentleman 

spent £100,000 of unforeseen expenditure, and 
wanted to pass it all with a smile. That was 
a wrong thing to de. He would like the 
Treasurer to explain bow it was that in the 
Auditor.General's report the amount put clown 
for comrnission to a.gent~ in other States was 
£1,712, while in the,e Estimate:; the amount 
was put down at £2,800? "\Vith regard to the 
survey fees, there was practically £5,000 a8ked 
for in these Estimates. "\Vhen the regular Esti­
n1ates \Vere going through, he pointed out that 
last year there was £17,000 down for "J<'ees to 
Licensed Surveyors," and £22,000 was spent, and 
yet only £22,000 \\'aS down this year, although 
the offic<or in charge stated that this was going 
to be a reCclrd year and a good deal more money 
would be required. 

J\Ir. RAXKIN : There was a good deal of 
misunderstanding about the matter of allowing 
railway fareo. He understood that Queens­
landers who were looking for land were granted 
the same facilities as men fron, the other States, 
and he would like to know if that was so? One 
instance he knew of was that of a man from the 
south going to purchase a private estate-not 
Crown lands-and a Queemlander was after the 
same land. "\Vhile the man from the south "as 
tra vdling on a free pass, the Queenslander had 
to pay his own fare ; and yet the visitor was 
competing against him. If facilities were given 
to Queonslanders to spy ont land for themselves, 
it would be just as well it ,,hould be made known. 
The Lands Department should grant them the 
same facilities as were gmnted to other ~eople. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He was quite prepared to give, and did give, 
passes to all bond ;tide Queenslanders who were 
looking for lam!. That did not mean that any 
Queenshtnder who wanted a free railway trip was 
going to get it with the help of the Lands Depart­
ment. If he was a bom1 fide >elector, looking for 
land, and more particularly if he was a man who 
h:<d never had n selectinn, he certainly would 
not be refused a pass. "\Vith regard to giving 
southern n1en passes, he ccmsidered it "vas a good 
policy to use our railways for the purpose of 
settling these men in Queensland. It might 
be >aid that there was a danger of men 
coming up from the eoutb in order to get a free 
trip over the railways, by ''lying that they were 
looking for land; but a check upon a wholesale 
practice of that kind was that the men who came 
to Brisbane had to pay their own fares, and they 
could not be purely penniless persons if they did 
that. The instance given by the htm. member 
for BmTum of a Qneenslander and a man from 
New South "\Vales travelling towards the same 
freehold property in order to acquire it, one with 
a railway pab, and the other paying his own 
railway fare. was an unfortunate occurrence. If 
that man came to Queensland solely with the 
purpose of pnrcha,ing private property, he must 
have obtained his pass under false pretences. It 
was quite probable he came up here to look at 
some Crown lands, and that in the meantime he 
was struck with the freehold property. He was 
convinced that the general policy of encouraging 
southern men was a good one. At the ;;::ame 
thJe, he was as liberal as anyone could be to 
Queenslanders. 

Mr. RANKIK: As a means of guarding 
again't the kind of thi!'g he had referred .to, 
there might be a regulatwn that any man takmg 
up land should have his railway fare refunded. 

The TREASURER: With regard to the im­
portant matter; raised by the hon. member for 

Carpentaria, he (J\Ir. Kidston) for 
[8.30 p.m.] a long time had pointed out that 

it waa very itr,proper that such a 
large sum of unforeseen expenditure should be 

Hon. W. Kidston.] 
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incurred, but his re:narkR rolled off the hon. mem­
ber and his collengues, and had not the sJiahtest 
effect on them. Tile fact that the hon. rn~mber 
had been sitting three ye trs in opposition and 
was likely to sit there fo'r another three y~ars­
(Government laughter)-now showed the hon. 
member the beauty of this doctrine. He was 
quite pleased that the hon. gentleman agreed 
with him in this matter. But the hun. gentle­
man must remember th~t in the best regulated 
Governments there were little laches now and 
then. 

::\ir. FoRSYTH: £100,000 i~ a pretty fair laxity. 
The TREASURER: It was marle up of a 

number of little items. 
Mr. FORSYTH: A multitude of sins. 
The 'l'REASURJ<~R : He agreed that some­

thing should be put upon the Estimates-in­
Chief in regitrri to such contingencies, and he 
should try to have that system carried out next 
year. vViLh regard to the hon. gentleman's 
l'AfP.l'P:ni'P t.o t'hP rliffa.rPnna nf D1 '7(\(\ ;"" +hr. 

Anditor-General;s ~~p-~;t--~;;d -th~-£2,5oo -l~1 th~ 
Supplementary Estimates, the Auditor-General's 
report only dealt with matters up to the 30th 
June; while,_ as the hon. n1ember knew, engage­
ments made m the old year were paid up to the 
en~ of September, and came out of this appro­
pnatwn. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: With rega<d to the 
amount placed on the vote for the Central Rabbit 
Board, they were told last week that the ex­
penditure was less than the amount voted, and he 
would like an explanation from the JYiinister on 
that point? 

The TREASURER: It is not very likely that 
the Central Rabbit Board will spend less than 
the amount voted. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY : That was stated in the 
House the other night, and he would like an 
explanation. 

The CHAIRMAN : I would like to remind 
t~e hon. memb.er fur \Varrego that he has already 
discussed this Item on the general Estimates. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: I am going to discuss it 
now. 

The CHAIRMA~ : Order ! I would point 
out that in these Supplementary Estimates the 
discussion must be confined to the items, and 
the hon. member is not entitled to raise the 
question of Government policv. I have allowed 
hon. members a good deal of latitude on these 
Estimates, and a general observation is all right 
in connection with a particular item, but hon. 
members cannot go further. 

The TREASURER : The Act provided that 
the Government shuuld grant a sum to the 
Central Rabbit Buard not exceeding £100,000. 
The board spent that sum, and the Committee 
were now aske.l to vote £G,OOO extra, which the 
board had also spent. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: A week ago the Minister 
said that they spent less than the amount voted. 

The TREASURER: He did not believe that 
any such thing was s~icl. 

Question put and passed. 

UEPARTi\IENT OF AGHIC'ULTUHE AND STOOK. 
The TREASURER moved tha~ £4,925 1s. 4d. 

be voted for "Department of AgricuHure and 
Stock." The only item of any importance was 
£2,Gii2 19s. 6d., the expense of e;tablishing a 
State farm at Roma. 

Mr. P .• T. LEAHY: This was a very serious 
mao;ter. Here they found £3,000 had been 
expended without coming before Parliament at 
all, and now they were asked to confirm the act 

[Hon. W. Kidston. 

of the Government. That was not a proper 
thing to do. The House ought to have some 
say in these things. The policy of the present 
Government evidently was, when they could 
depend upon a district voting for a certain mem­
ber to snpport the Government, that district 
would get £2,000 or £3,000 spent there. 

3Ir. JEXKINSON asked if the £SG 10s. Sd. 
for "Botanic Gardens and Government Do1nain" 
was in connection with lighting the Botanic 
Gardens? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE: No. 
Mr. JENK!NSON : He would like to know 

what progress had 1een made towards lighting 
the Botanic Gardens, as the summer months 
were now coming on and country people had no 
place to go to at night. 

The TREASUltER: He was verv desirous of 
lighting the Botanic Gardens in Brisbane, but he 
could not spend £2,000 or £3,000 for that purpose 
without snendin!! some monev in othPr t.nwn~ ~H~ 
well. - - -

Hon. E. B. FORRES'r: Have you got an 
estimate? 

The TREASURER: He had not ; but had 
been informed that it would cost a good deal of 
money. He was getting an estimate now, and 
thought he would be able to go on with the 
matter. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST: Two or three years 
ago an estimate had been obtained, and he 
thought the total was about £1,fi00 at the very 
outside. It was not necessary to light the whole 
Botanic Gardens. 

The 'fREASURER: I think it is very desirable. 

HoN. E. B. FORREST: It was very desirable, 
but they could make a very good job by iighting 
only the portion near the bandstand and along 
the river bank. He underotood from the Govern­
ment that they were going to have the thing 
done when the new Director was appointed from 
the Agricultural Department. Something of 
the sort had been wanted for a very lonrr time, 
particularly in the summer months, and the 
money would be spent in the interests of a large 
section of tbe public and visitors. The Botanic 
Gardens were very beautiful, and the only objec­
tion was that they were too small. Visitors who 
came here said they had seen nothing better in 
Australia, except that they were too limited in 
area. It was perfectly absurd to talk about 
£3,000, as nothing like that amount was required 
for lighting. 

The TREASURER : A statement wae made 
to him the other day to the effect that the light­
ing of the Botanic Gardens would cost under 
£1,000. Be would be very glad if the Govern­
ment could carry out the work for that amount. 

The \!HAIRMAN : I wish to point out that 
this discURsion is not in order. \Ve are· not dis­
cussing the intention" of the Government now. 
All these items have been expended. 

Mr. P .. J. LEAHY asked for information 
about the £2,773 in connection with the State 
farm at Roma gardene. Did that amount in­
clude the purchase of any land, or did the land 
belong to the Government? 

The TREASURBR: The amount had been 
spent in initiatory exprnset:, such aR clearing, 
fencing, ploughing, erection of buildings, etc., 
etc. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: Could the Treasurer tell 
what it cost to clear the land? 

The 'fREASURER : He had not that infor­
mation with him. 

Question put and passed. 
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DEPARn!ENT OF PcBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

The TREASURER moved that £1,25216s. 5d. 
be granted for "Department of Public Instruc­
tion." As hem. m ern bers would see, practically 
the whole of the amount w.ts made up of supple­
mentary amounts to schools of arts and technical 
colleges. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPART}!ENT OF l\IINES. 

The TREASURER moved that £1,040 5s .. 'ld. 
be granted for "Department of Mines." This, 
a~ hon. members could see for themselves, was 
also made up of several small items. The largest 
amount was £500 "Grant to O.K. Copper !Vlines 
Development Syndicate towards cost of Bridge 
over \Valsh River." 

Mr. .TENKINSON: He would like some 
information with regard to the £225 12s. 5d. 
"Subsidy to Dawson River Anthracite Coal 
l'rospecting Company and the Dunstan Coal 
Syndicate." 

The TREASURER : That was a sum he was 
chiefly responsible for. It was given to the coal 
companies in the Central district to encourage 
them to develop an anthra~ite coal bed in the 
Dawson Valley. Under the arrangement the 
companies were to find a part and the Govern­
ment were to find a part-that was, £1 to £2. 
He regretted to say that the companies had not 
succeeded in their venture, and ultimately the 
Government had to take possession, and were 
now working the mines. 

Mr. J ENKINSON : A State coalmine? 

The TREASURER : He was pleased to tell 
the Committee that he had to-day got word 
from Mr. Rankin, who was in charge of the 
mine, through the Mines Office that at 264 
feet they had otruck a bed of anthracite coal 
6 feet 6 inches in width. That was very gratify-
ing information. · 

HoNOURABLE MEliiBERS: Hear, hear! 

The TREASURER : They were sending a 
sample of the coal to Garden Island, Sydney, to 
be tested by naval experts ; and he could only 
hope for the sake of Queensland, and for the 
sake of Central Queensland particularly, that 
the qualtty of the coal actually produced would 
be equal in character to that shown by analysis. 
If that were so, it would be a very good Christ-
mas box for Queensland. · 

Mr. FonsY~'H: How much have you spent 
up to the present time ? 

The TREASC:RER : I cannot tell you. 
Question put and passed. 

RAILWAYS. 

The TREASURER moved that £13,714 4s. 3d. 
be granted for ~' Rn.ilwavs." 'l,he hon. mernber 
for Carpentaria would be pleased to note that 
in a great department like this there was only 
£13,700 of unforeseen expendtture. He thought 
it was exceedingly creditable to the Comt.;:tis­
sioner, and to the officers under the Commis­
sioner, that the department was run last year 
with so small an unforeseen expenditure. 

Mr. .TENKLI'\SON asked if the amount 
£495 Ss. 10d.-" Stores Branch," included the 
expenses in connection with the inquiry into the 
Stores Branch 'f 

The TREASUHER: No; That does not come 
under this at all. 

Question put and passed. 

SurPLE;IIENTARY Tnc:sT Fuxns EsTnrATES, 
1905-G. 

CHIEJo' SECHETARY. 

The TREASFRER moved that £2,570 3s. 5c1. 
be gmuted for "Chief Secretary." 

Mr. ·FORS'Y TH : The CommitteP had no 
information about this big item. \ifhat was it 
for? 

The TREASURER: It was extra passage 
nwney rtquired in connecti-)n with the return of 
Pacific Islander,, 

Mr. JEi\'KI;\'SON: He noticed in the papers 
that an officer had been appointed as one of the 
Government agents who had been connected 
with the department before, when some serious 
thing happened in connection with it. 

The '1'HEASUHER: '\Ve have nothing to do with 
that. The whole business has been handed over 
to the Federal Government. 

Question put and passed. 

HO}IE SECRETARY. 
The THEASURER moved that £13,250 be 

granted for "Home 1:-lecretary." That was a 
trust account that had been opened here in con­
nection with the overdraft of the Brisbane 
Hospital. 

Question put and passed. 

THE THEASUREH. 
The TREASURER moved that £9,489 14s. 

be granted for this department. There was, as 
hon. members could see, an increase, chiefly on 
account of the work done in the Brisbane River. 
l\1ore dredges were employed, and it was thought 
wise to spend more money than they had pro­
vided on the training walls, in order to carry the 
work out in an effective and speedy manner. 

Question put and passed. 

AGRICULTURE AND STOCK. 

The TREASURER moved that£10,63715s. 6d. 
be granted for this department. The chief item 
was for increases in salaries to the inspectors of 
stock. 

Mr. FORSYTH: He noticed an item for 
postage, incidentals, etc., £750. He would like 
to know what that referred to? 

The TREASURER explained that, instead of 
passing over a large amount of money to the 
bank and charging them interest, the bank was 
only charged interest on the actual amount they 
were using-:3 per cent. on the minimum weekly 
balance. 

Question put and passed. 

SuPPLEMEXTARY LoAN EsTIMATEs,· No. 2, 
1905-6. 

The TREASURER moved that £17,18410s. 
2d. be granted as Supplementary Loan Esti­

mates. The chief item was £9,571 
rg p.m.l lSs. nd. required for rabbit netting, 

and there was also a large amount 
of £2,833 2,. lOd. required for "ew boilers for the 
dredge " Platypus." 

HoN. R. PHILP would suggest to the Trea­
surer that if on a fut.ure occasion the necessity 
arose for bringing in Supplementary Loan Esti­
mates he should ha vP information at his disposal 
to supply to the Committee. He hP.d only 
asked him one question to-night, and he could 
not get an answer. He had referred to the 
rtuestion of commission to agents, and all the 
hon. gentleman could tell them was that two 

Hon. R. Philp.J 
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perwns, named Puhford and :\fnrphy, had re­
ceived the money. The hon. gentleman adopted 
an attitude of "take it or leave it." 

:\Ir. JENKINSOK noticed an item of 
£273 15s. 5d. for "Surveys." He would ask 
whether that included .m amnunt for the re­
survey of the Fassifern line for the purpose of 
cuttmg down the steep grades'? Three-fourths 
of the haulage incurred on that line at the ure­
sent time could be saved if the work he refe;red 
to was carried out. \Vould the hon. gentleman 
take the matter into his coll~idetaLiuu? 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY asked if the £9,57118s. Gd. 
set down for wire netting wa' for the purpose 
of. supp_lying the boards, or supplying the lessees, 
w1th w1re nettmg? 

The TREASURER : The hon. gentl•·man 
would see that. the vote came under the Rabbit 
Boarde Acts, 1896 to 1903, and covered both the 
supply of netting kl the lesseeq and tn the 
boards. It made no difference to the Govern­
ment to whom it was supplied. 

:VIr. P .• J. LEAHY thought it would be in the 
public interest to know how much r;etting was 
snpplied to the boards, and bow much to the 
lessees, but if the Treasurer had not got the 
information he would not press the matter. 

Mr. PAULL referred to the amount of £21)5 
5s. Dd. paid to G. C. \Yilcocks on account of 
prospecting. Had the whole amount been 
repaid, or was there any prospect of its return? 

The TREASUHER : That was only part of 
the money advanced, and he hoped it would be 
all repaid. 

HoN. R. PHTLP : In reference to the ques­
tion raised by the hem. member for Fassifern, 
be would point out that although the Fassifern 
line was one of the best paying branch railwayf::! 
in the State, yet it was in an unsatisfactory 
condition. It took three and a-half hours to 
travel 35 n1iles, and if it was dealt with in the 
way suggested by the member for the district, it 
would pay very much better. 

Question put and passed. 

SuPPLE)IENTARY LoAN EsTDIA1'ES 1906-7. 

The TREAtlURER moved that £130,000 be 
granted out of .the Supplementary Loan Esti­
mates for the Rwhmond to Cloncurry Railway. 
The itGm required no explanation. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN reported 

that the Committee had con.e to certain resolu­
tions. 

The resolutions were received and agreed to. 

SHEARERS AND SUGAR WORKERS 
ACCO;\-ll\IODATION ACT A~IEND­
:\IENT BILL. 

lYIEssAGE FROM THE Cor:xorL, Xo. 2. 

The SP:H:AKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislative Council disagree­
ing to the Assembly's amendment in paragraph 
9 of clause 8, but proposing a modification of the 
original amendment. 

CoNSIDERATION m' 1'HE JYIESSAGE rx Co1n!ITTEE. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
\Vhen de<1ling with the Bill last Thursday, he 
pomted out that the Council's amendment re­
quired temporary provision to be made in a 
travelling .;hearer's plant for twenty shearers 
exclusi VH of labourers, involving the employment' 
at any rate, of thirty men in connection with ~ 

[Hon. R. Philp. 

travelling plant. He further said that no doubt 
the amendment would be a great convenience to 
tbe grazing farmer, but there was a d>tngerunder 
it of the principle of the Bill being interfered 
with. On that account the Committee thought 
it desirable that the number "twenty" should be 
reduc('d t,) liftPen-the word~ "exclusive of 
labourers" being deleted from the amendment. 
That meant that a t"tal of fif~een shearers and 
labonrers would be the maximum number for 
whom temporary accommodation had to be pro­
vided in connection with travelling~hE,~wer's plant. 
The Upper House insisted that the amendment 
should not be disturbed as re,;arded the labourers. 
He was unwilling to send the Bill back to 
another place for fear other uortions of it ~hould 
be lost. He had already pointed out how diffi­
cult it was having no power to frame regnla­
tions, and his department would Le seriously 
hampered agttin during the coming year if they 
had no regulations. They ccmld make regula­
tions for acC'onnnod~tion ; and, if it wa-; found 
that the root idea wt>S interfered with by this 
amendment, they could deal with it ag,in next 
year. The Bill was too valuable to be lost, 
because of the number of men who were to be 
provided with tempcmtryaccommodation. There­
fore, he found himself in the po,ition of asking 
the Committee to accept the amendment. 

Mr. KERR did not like the amendment of 
the Upper House. They wanted to allow twenty 
shewer~, exclnsive of labourers, but the As­
semlJly amended it to fift,een. The portable 
plants that travelled round had stands for four­
teen shearers, and that meant that there were 
ten or twelve rouseabouts engaged as well, n;~k­
ing twenty-five nr twenty-seven men who Wf're 
exempG from the provision' of the Bill. He 
agreed with the Minister that the Bill was a 
valuable one, but there was such a thing as 
giving away any value that was attached to it. 
The Upper House, in sticking to fifteen shearers, 
exclu~ive of la.bourers, were going to brea.k down 
one of the main provhdons of the original Act, 
where a rouseabout was defined as a shearer. 
He and the hon. member for Gregor.1·, who had 
taken a great interest in getting this Bill passed, 
knew the conditions under which shearing was 
carried out, and they knew that a good nmny 
could contract themselves out of the Bill alto­
gether. He felt mclined to move an amendment 
reducing the number of shearers to twelve, and 
allowing the " exc!usi ve of labourers" to go. 

The TREASI:RER: So do I, but what is the use? 

Mr. KERR : These portable shearing plants 
carried a six-horse power engine and boiler, and 
they c,mld only work fourteen shParers alto­
gether, as it would only provide driving power 
for fourteen machines. So that the Council 
w>ented to provide for m·1re men than the 
engine was capable of providing power for. The 
Council had got concessions in two or three di­
rections already. He was looking after the 
interests of the men following shearing occupa­
tions, and the amendment was taking away the 
greatest safety there was in the Bill. If they 
accepted the amendment, it would be against 
the interests 0f the men they represented. He 
movPd that the Council's amendment be amended 
by substituting "twelve'' for "'fifteen." 

Mr. H_\.MILTON was sorry that the Minis­
ter had accepted the amendment. He quite 
admitted that it was a good Bill, and he also 
admitted that the Minister was hampered by 
want of regulations. The Council seemed to 
look at it as a matter of poundE, shillings, and 
pence, and did not consider the effect it would 
have on human people. \Vhat was the use 
of passing measures like this in a democratic 
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A.c,emhly if that othEl' chamber of horrors inter­
fered with it, as they did with all democratic 
legislation ? 

Hon. R. PHILP : Onu of your own nominees 
moved the amendment. 

Mr. HAMILTO::\": He was not his nominee, 
at any rate. 

The CHAIR:\IAN: The hon. member for 
Gregory is not in order in reflecting on the 
members of the Upper House. 

3Ir. HAMILTON : The amendment intro­
duced by the Upper Home, if it were passecl, 
would wipe a lot of good out of the Bill. Surely 
the health and well-being of thirty-five men was 
worthy of the consideration of any chamber ! 

The PREMIER : The :Minister, m agreeing 
to the Legiolative Council's amendment, pointed 
out that it w:ts an objectionable amendment 
from his point of view, and hkely to interfere 
with the efficiency of the Act, but he only 
accepted it :;,s the lesser of two evils-the other 
evil being the danger of losing the whole Bill. 
The Minister did not want to lose the Bill, ao it 
gave him vower to make regulations, sn that 
there was not only the danger of losing this Bill, 

but also the danger of losing the 
[9.30 ]J.m.] principal Act, as they had no power 

to make regulations. Hon. n1en1~ 
bers could move an amendment if thev liked, 
but they would have to take the responsi. 
bility of getting the whole thing thrown out 
in the other House• if they did so. Under the 
present Bill the JYiinist.er c"Juld make regu· 
lations prescribing the nature and extent of the 
temporary accommodation to be supplied by the 
owner; but if this amending Bill were thrown 
out, the 1\Iinister wouid have no such power at 
all. His judgment was to tal<e what thPy could 
get to-day and hope for something better next 
year, and if it did not work well then they cmald 
get it amended the next year. 

Hox. R. PHILP hoped the hon. member for 
Barcoo would withdraw his amendment. Accord­
ing to his own argument, the portable ~,]ants 
could only provide power for fourteen shearing 
machines, and the Council gave permission for 
one more man to be employed. \Vas it nut 
better to have these small portable plants running 
through the country, and saving the small 
select ,r,, the cost of putting up sheds? The 
Council had given them some usefnl amend­
ments, and this was one which they might 
accept. A" this was a Prtrliament that was 
about to expire, they might agree to the amend­
ment. 

The SECRETARY :FOR AGRICULTURE 
explained that his department would be seriomdy 
crippled without havin" the power to make 
regulations, as was provided under the Bill. He 
pointed out that the Council did not interfere 
with the increase in the amount of air space, which 
bad been increased from 240 feet to 3b0 feet. He 
hoped the hon. member for Barcoo would not 
insist on his arnendrnent. 

:\Ir. KERR: The portable plants were shear­
ing on the large holdings, and ~hose holdings 
were not making the necessary Improvements. 
\Vhy should one station·owner have to provide 
suitable accommodation for his employees while 
another did not have to make that accommoda­
tion because he had his shearing done with a 
portable plant? He was as much interested in 
the shearers and rouseabouts as any member of 
the Committee. Before he withdrew the amend­
ment, he wanted an assurance from the Minister 

in chmge of the measure that the owners of those 
portable plants woulll have to provide sufficient 
accommodation for the men working on the 
plants. If the Minister was not _prepared ~o 
give that assurmce, he should certamly press hrs 
an1endrnent. 

The SECRETARY :FOR AGRICULTURE: 
He had noc the slightest hetiita.tion in giviug the 
assurance asked fur. The clause read, " So that 
in all respects the heahh and well-being of the 
shearers will be provided for." He would take 
good care that the regulations were such that the 
well- being of the shearers was properly safe­
guarded. 

Mr. l'. J. LEAHY thought the best thing for 
thee hon. member for Bnrcoo wtts to let the matter 
drop. There was nothing in i~ .. It was a pi~ce 
of political fireworks. The JYinnster could grve 
no rnore assurance than was provided in the 
clause. He h:,ped the hem. member for Barcoo 
would gmcefnlly hack down-it was the best 
thing he cou:d do. 

The CHAIR:VIAX : On considering the 
matter, I do not think I can submit the amend­
ment of the bon. member for Barcoo, as it is 
practically in accord with the amendment of the 
Council. 

Mr. KEHR: He did not think there was anyone 
in the Chamber who would have accused him of 
making political fireworks, other than the hon. 
member for \Varrego. Long before that hon. 
member had been in the Chamber, he (Mr. Kerr} 
had alwavs advocated better accommodation for 
shearers ;mcl bush workers ; but they bad had 
the experience of the maladministration of Acts 
in the past by the previous continuous Govern· 
ment. 

:\Ir. P. J. LE~\HY: He had not referred to the 
hon. member for Barcoo at all. He referred to 
the party of which be (Mr. Kerr) was the mouth­
piece, and he certainly would not withdra~ any­
thing he had said. He ventured to say, rf they 
took the facts into account, the late Government 
had adminietered their Acts a great deal better 
than the present Government. 

Qupq,tion put and passed. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY :FOR 
AGRICULTcRE, a consequential amendment 
was made in line 2\J. 

The House resumed. The CHAIR}IAN re-
ported that the Committee had agreed to para­
graph 9B in the form now projJose?- by the 
Legislative Council, and a con,equentral amend­
ment which they pruposed to i'},sert in clause 4, 
line 29, after the word "sectwn. 

The report was adopted, and the Bill was 
ordered to be returned to the Legislative Council, 
by message in the usual form. 

RICHMOND TO CLONCUR RY RAILWAY, 
SECTION No. 2. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
messa-;;e from the Legislative Council, intimating 
that the Council had approved of the plan, sec­
tion and book of reference in connection with 
this 'railway. 

LA::'WS :FOR CLOSER SETTLEMENT 
SPECIAL PURCHASE BILL. 

:YIESSAGE J;'RO:II THE CouNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a. 
message from the Council, returning this Bill 
without amendment. 

Hon. Sir A. S. Cowley.] 
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GATTON t:JCHOOL OF ARTS BILL. 

ME~SAGE FRmr ~'HE Coc~CIL. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 

message from the Council, returning thi' Bill 
without amendment. 

DALBY TO CATTLE CREEK RAILWAY 
DISTRICT BILL. 

. MESSAGB; FHOJ\[ THE CO!:NCIL. 

'fhe SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Council, returning this Bill 
without amendment. 

CONTRACTORS' AND WORKME:\''S 
LIEX BILL. 

MESSAGE FHmr ~'HE CouNCIL. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of the 

following message :-
Mr. Speaker,-

The Legislative Council, having had under considera­
tion the message of the Legislative Assembly, of date 
7th December, relative to the Contractors' and \V ark­
men's Lien Bill, beg now to intimate that they-

Insist npon their amendments in clauses 2, 4 {as now 
printed}, 6 <lS now printed), 10 (as now printed), 13 (as 
now printctl), 22, 26, 3ct. and in the schedule; also npon 
the omission of clanse 13-all relating to the workmen of 
a subcontractor, because the Council eonsider it inadvis­
able to extend the lien to the \vorkmen of the subcon­
tractor; 

IlLsist upon their amendment in clause 7, lines 51 to 
57 (as no\v printed:, bec'Wl)F it is considered dangerous 
to allow the interests of the mortgagee to be over­
ridden; and 

Agree to the As~emblv's amendments upon the Coun­
ciTs amen(lments in clause 4 (as now printed! and in 
clause 29, and to the Assembly's amendment in the new 
clause to follow clause~. 

AR'l'HliR )IORGAX. 

Le~ishttive Council Chamber, 
Brisbane, 11th Dc0f'mber, 1905. 

Prr"-ident. 

CoNSIDEHATION OI' ~'HE :1fESSAGE I~ CmnllTTEK 

*The SECRETARY FOE PUBLIC \YORKS 
moved that the ..Asse1nbly no 1on}..!;>~r insiRt on 
their disagreement to the Oouncir:, ~lT!.endrnentR. 
The fir~t point of difference wa" that the Legis­
lative Oounctl wished to 8trike nut subcontrac­
tors: workrnen. 'l11le BilJ, as origin.-tlly se-nt to 
the Council, included the snbcontracLOr. The 
Council had eliminated the subcontractors' 
workmen. The As-, mbly <'i,dgTeEd to tlwt 
arne11dment, and t3ent thr· l3i11 back, insiRting on 
their own aJnertd.ruunt, so :ar as the ~mbcon­
traccors' worknl8n \\.er·.- CdlCernecl. J-f e re-

gretted th,.: the Council bad insisted 
[lOp.m.] on their awcndment, benw'e it »:,s 

dJ verr ions bleHlii:!h on the Bill ; 
but, on thE: wrwle, St-e!ng that thPre wer~.._ some 
very usefnl provibion:::; in the Bill, it was wi:-3e 
to get ""hat they could on this oc at:.ion, and 
leave the remedy to some other time. The other 
point of difference .,",as in cnr1neetiun with giving 
1-Jriority to t.;.e ''-'"'Orkrnen for thirty drtys over 
a mortg~gee. The Comwil had also in,isted on 
tLat. Under the circmu tance·3, he mm'ed that 
the amendment'' he agreed to. 

Question put and uassed. 

The House re-.umed. The CHAimiAN reported 
that the Committee no longer insrst,,j upon tbBir 
disagreement to those amendments on which the 
Legislative Council had insisted. 

The SECRETARY :B'OR PUBLIC WORKS 
moved that the report he 11dopted. 

Ho~. R. PHTLP : It s•·ems to me that the 
Bill might as well be dropped altogether. This 
side insisted that everyone should be protected, 

[Hon. Sir A.8. Cowley. 

but the Minister would not have that. He only 
wanted to protect contractors, eubcontractors, 
and workmen; while the Opposition wanted to 
protect the people who supplied material. By 
the omission of subcontractor the Bill is no 
better than the existing bw. Subcontractors 
ought to be protected, and also the men who 
supply material. Apparently ::\Iinistero will 
accept anything in order to get away. 

Question put and pasoed . 

On t.he motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
PUBLIC \VORKS, the Bill was ordered to be 
returned with a message intimating that the 
Assembly nn longer insisted upon their disagree­
ment to those amendments on which the Council 
had insisted. 

BRISBAXE CRICKET GROUND BILL. 

MESSAGE ""Rmi ~'HE COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
messBge from 1lhe Council returning this Bill 
with amendments. 

CONbiDEHATIO~ OF THE 1\iESSAGE I:'\ C01LIIITTEE. 

The HOJ}IE SECRET~\.RY moved that the 
Committee agree to all the amendments of the 
Legislative Council in the Bill. 

HoN. R. PHILP pointed out that they had no 
amendments before them. What were the 
amendments? 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: The Council 
had inserted in clau:;e 2, after paragraph (d), 
the following :-

Every such lease shn.ll contain a CO\enant that the 
lanrl so leased shall not he used for the purpose of an 
hotel. 
Then there was also inserted a new clause to the 
following effect :-

The tt·u·~tees shall not ha ye power to 1e:-ts~ or use such 
Brisbane Cricket Ground for the purpo::-:e of hor~c or 
pony rating, ancl any le,Jse to be hereafter granted ::-;hall 
eontaiu a pro~rilJition of horse or pony raeing on !:'Ucll 
la .. nd. 

After clauRe 5 they proposed to insert-
If within six month-:; after the lHt:o::•;ing of this Act 

lhe council ot the city or South Bri-,bane shall assume 
or pay and (tischarge 'lll tbe ohligatious of the said 
trustees, ~o that the trustees '\hall be effectively 1'8-
ln.scfl. fron, all obligation in t espuet thereof, the piece 
or p:trccl of land set fortll in the preamble of this Act 
slutll tlwrenuon becom'1 vested in the fla.id counc1l 
upon th ::mnic trusts as set rorth iu the deed. of grant 
thereof, and the preamble of the Brisbane Cricket 
Ground Act of 1897. 

After clans·' 5 it was proposed to imert-
::\o \estin_g of sneb land in the said council shall be 

deemed to abrog!-ttc any right now .possr.sserl by mem­
bers of the Brisbane Cl'icket Ground ns such. 

There was nothing contentious in the ::trnend­
lnents. 
Ho~. R. PHILP thought all the amendments 

·were in1provernents. 

:\Ir. BARKES thought the other House wJ.s 
to be congratulated upon what they ';ad done. 
'fhq Bill was rush d thr,mgh this Hou.-e in the 
uuly hours nf the morning, although it should 
have been lm,Jwn to the Government that it was 
a contentious me..cstne. The way in which that 
ground bad been nend in connection with pony­
racing at night time, .1nd the abuses tn which it 
had been put, had been "' disgrace to the city of 
Brisbane. 

An Ho~OURABLE }fE}rBEH : Not as bad as 
Coorpu-oo. 

Mr. BARJ'\ES: He was not justifying Coor­
paroo, but he believed the other House had 
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done splendid work. He did not think the 
trustees of the ground themselves had any 
knowledge of what had been going on there. 
All kinds of al>'mlinations had been committed, 
and, if it were not for the fact that ladies wer.e 
in the gallery. he would f!ive hon. members some 
information <>n the subject. The whole business 
had been a disgrace that would ouse people to 
blush if they knew the facte. He was thoruughly 
in sympathy with legitimate sport, hut when a 
place was made the breeding ground of vice, 
they ought to be thankful to the U !Jper Chamber 
for performing such a splendid duty towards the 
citizens of Brisbane. 

Mr. DIBLEY could not allow the hon. 
member's remarks to pass withoat notice. He 
was a trustee of the ground, and had been there 
on several occasions, and he never saw anything 
they would not see on any racecourse. He did 
not know at what time of night the hon. member 
went there, but the only thing that be could 
find fault with was the usual pandemonium 
made by the bookmakers. The same state of 
things was to be found all the world over, and 
the hon. gentleman had no proof of what he 
said. The police reports were not against the 
ground, and never were. 

::Yir. BARXES: The ground is used for prostitu­
tion. 

1\Ir. DIBLEY: The hon. member onght to be 
proud to think that rauing had been removed 
from his own electorate, but perhaps be would 
like a racecourse back again at Coorparoo, and 
he would probably have one. He had made an 
assertion which was rr,ost untrue. If there was 
any immorality c"trried on, it was in the park, 
and not in the grounds. He had been there 
several times, and had taken friends there, and 
had never seen anything wrong at all. He hac! 
never seen a drunken man there. He did not 
believe himself that there was any honesty in 
horse-racing. There m;ght here and there be a 
a man who raced horses for the love of sport, 
bllt most men raced them for g&.mbling purposes. 
He would join willingly with the hon. member 
at an~· time to bring in a Bill to abohsh horse­
racing altogether. He die! not believe in it any 
more than he beliBvecl in drinking; but he 
thought it was wrong fo1· the hon. rr1en1ber to 
get np and say that the ground was a hotbed of 
immorality. The hon. member admitted that 
he had not been there, and he only knew what 
somebody else had told him. 

:\Ir. BAUKES "as very careful to say that 
he was certain the trustees could not be aware of 
what was going on. If the hon. member for 
\Voolloongabba h11d been in the other Chamber 
he would ha\'e h<"ard an opinion on the grounds 
frorn an hon. ge11tleruan who \Vas hi1nself en­
gaged in horse-racing1 and who ga,ve the 
grouLds a ver~· bad name. The hon. member 
could not deny that the grounds were a disgrace 
not only <•n account of the racing but on 
account of the prostitution which was carried on 
there at night, and be ">~as not .tfraid to say it. 

Qne,tion put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIR}L\X re­
ported that the Committee had agreed to the 
Legislativ•> Council's amendments, and a me~sage 
was ordered to be ret.urned to that effect. 

CITY OF SOU1'H BRISBANE LOAX 
BILL. 

J\fE:"'AAGE FRO}! THE COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Council returning this Bill 
with an amendment, in which they asked the 
concurrence of the Legislative Assembly. 

CoxsmEHATIOx oF J\lE·sSAGE I)l C01111IITTEE. 

The TREASURER moved that the amend­
ment of the Coundl he agreed to. It was 
simply a rearrangement of thn schedule setting 
forth the amounts devoted to each ward. \Vhen 
the Bill w<cnt from the "\ssembly, No. 1 ward 
was provided for in the schedule for .£14,850, 
but the schedule now pro\'idecl that £15,400 should 
be spent in No. 1 ward. The amount to be 
spent in each of the four wards was altered, but 
the total remained the same. It was a matter 
of arranging, carried out at the sugge:,tion of the 
South Brisbane Council. 

HoN. H. PHILP : So far as he could eee, there 
was no objection to the amendment, but there 
was a new schedule issued by the Secretary for 
Public Instruction, and that hon. gentleman 
might have had the courtesy to circulate copies 
of it in the Assembly. 

The TREASURER: I never saw it. 

Mr. BOUCHARD expl,inecl that the amend­
ment of the schedule was in accordanc'' with the 
resolution of th" South Brisbane Conncil. 

Quection put and passed. 
The House resnrned. The CHAIRMAX reported 

that the Committee had agreed to the Council's 
amendment, and a message was ordered to be 
returned to that effect 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

RgSU}!PTION m' CmDIITTEE. 

The TREASURER moved that further sums 
not exceeding .£2,202,681, .£283,823 18s. 6d., 
and .£890,735 be gunted from the c;)nsolidated 

re\'enue .wcount, trust and special 
[10.30p.m.] fund account, and loan account re-

spectively, and that further supple­
mentary sums not exceeding £95,112 lils. lld., 
£36,95() 12s.llcl., and£17,18410s. 2d., be granted 
respectively from the same accounts. 

Hox. R. PHILP: This would be a convenient 
time for the Premier to tell them when he 
intended holding the next election The House 
ought to get sorne information on the rnatter. 

.i\lr. PAULL: \Vc would like to know if there 
is going to be a short se~:;; ion ? 

Hox. R. PHILP : There would not be any 
short seRsion. At auy rate, he hoped not. They 
were now giving the Govemment Supply until 
the end of June. Did the Premier intend hold­
iDg the elections before the end of ,Junn? If not, 
the House would have to be called together before 
then to ge' further Supply. This was the last 
opportunity they had of getting any infornmtion 
from the Premier, and he would like to know if 
the hon. gentleman had made up his mind. 

The PRE1IIER : I will give you all the informa­
tion yuu wtmt before the House adjourns. 

HoN. R. PHILP: This was the proper time 
to g< t the information. 

The PR:B.:MIER : He did n•)t wish to raise a 
discussion on this matter just now, because he 
had asked the Legislative Council to wait for 
the Appropriation Bill. If hon. members v,anted 
to con1e back to-morrow, he did not mind coming 
back himself. \Vhen they had !Jasoecl the 
Appropriation Bill, he would give the House all 
the information they wanted, and they could 
discuss it until to-lnorro\Y n1urning. 

Hox. R. PHILP: The Premier could tell him 
all he wanted to know in five minutes. This 
was the proper time to get that infonmttion. 
He did not want to keep the House waiting till 
6 o'clock in the morning. He wanted to get 
away in an hour's time; but he would like to 
know when the elections would take place. 

Hon. R. Philp.J 
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The CH AIRMAN : Order ! This is not the 
time to raise a debate as to whether there will be 
another session or not, or as to when the elec­
tions will take place. This is Committee of 
\V ays and Means. 

Question !JUt and passed. 
The PRE~,IIER moved that the Chairman 

report the resolution to th,: House. 

HoN. R. PHILP: He would like to know 
what arrangements had been made about the 
business for to-night. \Vas the Council asked to 
wait? 

The PREMIER: He hoped to get back the 
business from the Council, and also the Appro­
priation Bill, and then the work of the session 
would be over. He would then give any 
information about the elections. 

Hon. R. PHTLP: How long have you asked 
the Council to wait for this Bill? 

The PREl\IIEU: He had not asked the 
Council to wait at all. Hon. members knew 
the position a'" well as he did, and if it did not 
suit their convenience it was all the same to 
him. 

Question put and passerl. 

'fhe House resumed. The CHAIRillAN reported 
that the Committee had come to certain 
resolutions, which were agrPed to, and it was 
ordered thn.t a Bill be introduced founded upon 
these resolutions. 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 4. 
ALL STAGES, 

On the motion of the TREASUEER, this 
Bill was put through all its stages and ordered 
to be transmitted to the Legislative Council, by 
message in the usual form. 

At ten minutes to 11 o'clock, 
The SPEAKER said: I shall resume the 

chair at 11 o'clock. 
The SPEAKER resumed the chair at the hour 

named. 

SHEARERS AND SUGAR WOEKERS 
ACCO~L\IODATION ACT A:VIEND­
MENT BILL. 
JYIE~SAGE FRO)[ THE Col'XCIL, J'\0. 3. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
tnessage frorn the Council, agreeing to the conse­
quential amendment made by the Assembly in 
this Bill. 

APPROPRIATIOX BILL No. 4. 
::YlESSAGE l!'ROi\1 THE COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the recei!Jt of a 
message from the Legislative Council, returning 
this Bill without amendment. 

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER : I beg to move that the 
House, at its rising, do adjourn until Tuesday 
next. It is not intended that the House shall 
meet again this session, and a proclamation will 
be issued proroguing Parliament still further. 
The session has come to an end, and while it 
may be admitted that it has not been every­
thing that some of ns could have desired-and 
while it may be said even that it has not been 
everything that it should have been-I think it 
will be admitted by mnst hir-miniled men t.hat 
we have done an exceedmgly good session's 
work-work which on the whole will, I think, 
be much to the advantage of Queensland in the 
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future, if made good use of. As hon. members 
know quite well, before the Honse meets again 
-of course, I do not intend that there shall be 
any short session-there will be a general elec­
tion, and, just as we had little differences upon. 
many things in the House, so it is possible we 
may have little differences dnring the general 
dection. 

Hon. H. PHILP: I hope so. 

The PREMIER: I hope so myself. I think 
the greatest calamity that could befal Queens­
land would be if the people did not take an 
interest in the elections. I hope there will not 
only be differences between us, bnt I hope the 
election will be fought with some kind of spirit 
and earnestness. I hope to fight w myself, and 
I expect other men who differ with me to fight 
that way. But I hope that, as far as possible, 
there will be an absence of those personalities 
which snn1etin1es n1ar election times. 

HoNOcRABLE :VIEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PRE:VIIER : \Vhatcver errors a man 
may drop into in the heat of debate, it is well to 
recognise beforehand that it is a bad thing not to 
be conscious of our imperfections, and it is not a 
bad thing to try and set up a high ideal. (Hear, 
hear !) I am not greatlY concerned in the mean­
timP as to what will be the result of the elec­
tions. 

~fr. FORSYTH: Are you not? 
The PREMIER: No, I am not; and I may 

tell the hon. gentleman that I never fought an 
election yet in which I was greatly concerned 
about the result. I have gone into many elec­
tion tights wheu the reRult meant a great deal 
more to me than it means to-day. I am willing 
to go into a fight with a heart for anything, and 
rueaning to du everything I know in a fair way 
to win ; but quite believing that, after all, the 
electors will settle the matter according to their 
own notions. 

Mr. FoRSYTH: They will settle it all right. 
The PHE::\IIER: I think the electors will 

settle it, and we shall have tu take it in the way 
the electors settle it. However, although we 
may qu:,.rrel then, there is no occasion for 
quarrelling now, especially as I do not know 
whether we will all meet again or not. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. J!'oRSYTH: I think it is very unlikely. 

The PEEl\IIER: I do not know whether we 
will all meet again in this Hquse. 

The A'l''l'OHNEY·GENERAL: vVewill meet some­
where else. 

'The PREMIER: And I am not sure that it 
is at all desirable that we should all meet. (Hear, 
hear, and laughter.) 

Mr. FoRSYTH : There is some truth in that. 
Hon. R. PHILP: You have not said when the 

elections are to take place. 

The PREMIER : In regard to when the 
elections are likely to take place, the Government 
have not yet definitely settled the matter; but, 
taking one consideration with another, my !Jre­
sent: personal opinion is that it wonld be a con­
venience to the country if we held the elections, 
approximately, about .::VIay. 

Mr. l!'onsn'H: .::VIay? 
The PREMIER: If the hon. gentleman 

would '''W whether that is too soon or too late, 
I should 'be obliged to him. I have no preference 
in the matter myself. 

An HoNOcRABLE MmmRR : April. 
Mr. MURPHY: Could yon not put it off until 

December? 
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The PREMIER : I have no personal predi­
lections myself, only it is de.sirablA to consider 
the period of the rainy season up North, and the 
fact that it is desirable that whatever Govern­
ment the country choo"es shoulcJ have some little 
time before meeting Parliament after the elec­
tions. I therefore think that some time about 
May, approximately, should be chosen. 

HoNOt:RABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: I am not makmg any pro­
mise in regard to the matter, for I have not yet 
consulted my colleague,, I am expressing my 
own opinion, and possibly I am near the truth 
when l mention May. 

Mr. Woons: Mini•ters will not be able to see 
the country by that time. 

Mr. P AGET : There is plenty of time between 
now and May. 

The PREMIER : I have nothing further to 
say than that if, as leader of the House, I have 
offended the leader of the Opposition in any way, 
I had no desire to do so. (Hear, hear !) I never 
wish to offend a man personally, and if I have 
done so I am sorry for it. I wish to do my duty 
here, and, notwithstanding any imperfections of 
a pPrsonal character, I wish to do it without 
offending anyone or hurting anyone personally. 
I wish hon. members on both sides "A Ilferry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year." 

HONOt:RABLF. ME~lBERS: Hear, hear! 

HoN. R. PHILP: As I do not intend to be 
here next Tuesday, J want to say that personally 
I thank the Premier for the explanation he has 
given to the House. I hope the elections will 
be held in May. It is a very convenient month, 
and it is cool. 

Mr. ·wooDs: It is not convenient as far as the 
North is concerned. 

HoN. R. PHILP : I think it is convenient as 
far as the North is concerned. It is the best 
month for travelling through the country, and 
I do not sea how the elections can be held much 
later, unlesg the Premier wants a short session. 
I hope the elections will take place in May, and, 
whatever the result, I hope they will be fought 
fairly. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. KERR: Take the gloves off. 

HoN. R. PHILP : I would remind the Pre­
mier that his party, as a rule, do not give very 
attentive hearings to the other side. 

GOVERNMENT MEli!BERS : Oh, oh ! 

The PREMIER: You must admit, I think, that 
they are not worth it. (Laughter.) 

HoN. R. PHILP: I was only remarking last 
night what a difference there was between the 
two parties-what a contrast there was. At 
every meeting that is held by our party there are 
three or four scoundrels in the hall who make a 
noise, and at every meeting of the Labour party 
you could hear a pin drop in the hall. 

The HoME SECRETARY : You do not blame the 
party for three or four scoundrels? 

HoN. R. PHILP : In Victoria they are bring­
ing in a Bill to prevent that sort of thing happen­
ing; and, whoever is in power next year, I hope 
a Bill will be passed to see if we cannot preserve 
decorum at public meetings. The present state 
of affairs is a scandal and disgrace not only to 
Brisbane but to other parts of the State. 
Personally, I wish every member "A Merry 
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Christmas and a Happy New Year.'' I do not 
suppose my temper is much better than the 
Premier's, but I have no personal feeling against 
anyone. 

HoNOURABLE :i'viEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 

HoN. R. PHILP: Not even against the 
Secretary for Lands. (Laughter.) I hope the 
Labour party will come back next year a little 
more capable. 

The PREMIER: Did I hear you say that you 
hoped they would come back? 

Hox. R. PHI LP: \Ve cannot hope that with 
a number of the Labour party. Of course, we 
cannot dispense with the hon, member for Barcoo, 
bun there are plenty of his followers whom I hope 
will not come back. I do not wish to see them 
come back. I hope we will h"ve a good time at 
the next election. I am going to fight with the 
desire to win. 

HONOGRADLE ME~!llERS : Hear, hear ! 

HoN. R. PHILP: If I do not win, I shall not 
be broken·hearted over it. I am much more 
comfortable on this side than on the other. 
Perhaps it makes less difference to me than it 
does to the Premier whether I get a majority or 
not, but I can assure him that we intend to test 
every ~lectora te in Queensland. 

HONOURABLE :i'viEli!BERS : Hear, hear! 

HoN. R. PHILP : And we will do our best 
to get a majority. 

The PRE~IIER: How manv candidates will 
you have for eJ.ch constituenc'y? 

HoN. R. PHILP : I think the Premier will 
have a little more than one for some of his con­
stituencies. \Ve hope to confine oureelves to 
one candidate for each, and in double electorates 
we will have two. \V e intend to make as strong 
a figt1t as possible-as strong a fight as in the 
federal elections, and if we do not win it will be 
the fault of the electors. 

lHr. \Voons: You cannot win every one. 

HoN. R. PHILP: We would not think of 
taking thA seat from the hon. member for \Vootha­
kata. \Ve could not do without him. 

Mr. P AGE1' : There will be a Secretary for 
Railways wanted. 

HoN. R PHILP: I hope we will come back 
a little more amiable than we have been during 
this session. 

The PREMIER : Is that possible ? 

HoN. R. PHILP: \Veil, there is room for im­
provement, I must admit. The Premier is not 
quite as courteous as he might be. Personally, 
I have met with a good deal of courtesy from all 
sides. Sometimes the hon. member for Barcoo is 
in a bad temper. Even to-night he said a thing he 
was sorry for, and I did not reply. I can tell 
the Premier that he does not extend that courtesy 
to the leader of the Opposition that his pre­
decessors have done. I wish hon. members "A 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year." 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: He will be humble enough 
after the elections. 

Mr. KERR : I thank the Premier and leader 
of the Opposition for their kindly expression Gf 
good wishes towards members of this party. 
I know it is not likely that we will all be back 
here again. There will be changes, and some 
who are here now will not be here next year. 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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There is an omission that has been made, and I 
would like to express the good wishes of the 
House to you, Sir, to the Clerk, and officers of 
the Hot<se, and wish them "A Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year." 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. KERR: They have had to put up with a 
great deal this session. Some of us no doubt 
have not always been as amiable as we might 
have been, and, like the leader of the Opposi­
tion, I can only say that if I have sinned I ask 
the forgiveness of hon. members. (Laughter. 
I hope what the leader of the Opposition has 
said will not injure me in my electorate. He 
says he wishes to see me back here, and that 
will be used very strongly against me. (Laugh­
ter.) 

Question put and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER: I beg to move that this 
House do now adjourn. I would just like to 
say that the offence of interrupting a public 
meeting does not belong to any one section or 
any one party. 

GOVERNMENT .MEMBERS : Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: No reasonable man or in­
telligent man will approve of any public man 
being insulted at a public meeting. I never 
knew any public man who approved of that kind 
of thing. Whatever a public man may be en· 
titled to, he is certainly entitled to a hearing, 
and it is often a foolish thing for people to try to 
prevent him from getting a hearing. I dare say 
most men would be glad if they could stop it ; 

but, so long as there are ignorant members of the 
community, it will be impossible to stop it. I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjGurned at twenty-one minute8 
past 11 o'clock. 

BILLS ASSENTED TO AT CLOSE OF 
SESSION. 

On Saturday, 15th December, a Gazette Extra­
ordinary was issued, signifying the assent of 
His Excellency the Governor to the following 
Bills:-

Appropriation Bill No. 4; 
"Warwick School of Arts Land Sale 
Weights and Measures; 
State Forests and National Parks; 
Explosives ; 
Cairns School of Arts : 
Rockhampton Harbour Board Acts Amend-

ment; 
Succession ; 
Harbour Boards Acts Amendment; 
Lands for Closer Settlement Special Pur-

chase; 
Gatton School of Arts; 
Dalby to Cattle Creek Railway District; 
City of South Brisbane Loan ; 
Brisbane Cricket Ground ; 
Contractors' and Workmen's Lien ; 
Shearers and Sugar Workers Accommoda· 

tion Act Amendment ; 
Trustees and Executors Acts Amendment; 
Closer Settlement. 

[PROROGATION.] 

Parliament prorogued by following Proclamation in Gazette Extraordinary, Satu1·day, 

15th December, 1906 :-

A PROCLAMATION by. His Excellency the Right Honourable FREDERIC JOHN NAPIER, Baron 

Chelmsford, of Chelmsford, in the county of Essex, in the Peerage of the United Kingdom, 

Knight Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. George, Governor 

of the State of Queensland and its Dependencies, in the Commonwealth of Australia. 

[L.S.] 

CHELMSFORD, 

Governor. 

IN pursuance of the power aud authority vested in me as Governor of the State aforesaid, 

I, FREDERIC JoHN NAPIER, Baron Chelmsford, do, by this my Proclamation, Prorogue the­

Parliament of Queensland to Tuesday, the twenty-ninth day of January, 1907. 

Given under my Hand and Seal, at Government House, Brisbane, this fourteenth day of 

December, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and six, and in the sixth 

year of His Majesty's reign. 
By Command, 

W. KIDSTON 
GOD SAVE THE KING ! 




