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740 Questions. [ASSEM.BLY.J Mining Machinery, Etc., Bill. 

THl:HSDAY, 13 SEPTE}!BEH, 1906. 

The SPEAKEH{Hon. Sir A. S. Cowley, Herbe1·t) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QC"ESTIONS. 

POLICE RECHLITS. 

Mr. LESINA (Clcrmont) asked the Home 
SPcretary-

'Vhat is the total number of recruits taken into the 
Police Porce of Queensland since the year HW2 ? 

The HOJ\IE SECRETARY {Hon. P. Airey, 
Flinders) replied-

W~ ~ 
1904 24 
1905 84 
woo ~ 

Total 196 

[Mr. Nielson. 

ENOGGEHA GRANITE IN PcRLIC VVORK8. 

Mr. HAWTHORN (E,wggem) asked the 
Secretary for Public \Vorks--

VYill he encltavour to see that in public works to be 
contr,wtec1 for m the future provision shall be made 
f'o!' the using of Enoggera granite where feasible in 
metropolitan works r 

The SE!:RF.TARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. T. O'Sullivan, Warwick) revlied-

It has beE>n tbe practice in the past to n•e Enoggera 
granite 'vbere feasible, and sueh practice will be con~ 
tinued. 

MINING MACHINERY ADVA::'\CES 
BILL. 

SECOND HEADING. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Burke) : In moving the 
second reading of this Bill I may say that the 
measure is ,,imilar to that which I intwduced 
two years ago, and to that which I lud on the 
business-paper b,,t session; but, unfortunately, 
on account of a holiday coming along, I lost the 
position I ho,d on the paper, and did not get to 
it during that sesoinn. I have little to s<>y in 
connection with tlle Bill other than what I said 
two years ago. In New Zealand they have 
pa88Pd a simjlar n1easnre, which will be found in 
the New Zealand statutes for 190ii. It w.ts 
passed on 31Rt October of that year, and deals 
with practically the same questions as the Bill 
now before the House. It goes more into detail 
than this Bill in connection with the working of 
advances, as I have left a good deal to the dis­
cretictU of the ::VIiuister. R»gulations can he 
drawn up which, if the Minister is ;ympa­
thetic towards tbe measure, will enable good 
work to be done. Hon. memberN have had fair 
time to digest the contents of the Bill-both the 
good and the bacl that tlwre mRy be in it­
although I do not think that there is any bad. 
I hope to get through not only the second read­
ing this afternoon, but the committee stage as 
well. The Bill has certainly a good d~al to 
recommend it, especially in new mining fields. 
\Ve ant new fields, and t hnse fields want all 
the assistance we can possibly give them. In 
other Statts a good deal of money has been spent 
in assisting the mining industry. In \Ye-tern 
Australia they have spent about .£250,000: in 
South "l..ustralia about £120,000; in Victoria a 
bir amount has been spent; but in Queensland 
we have spent a very small amount. I have 
much ple:<sure in moving the second reading of 
the Bill. 

The SI~CRETARY FOR MINES {Hun. ,T. 
\V. Blair, Ipswich): I merely rise to say that I 
am in entire accord with the Bill, and that I 
sympathise with the hon. member in charge of 
it; and also to express on beh:tlf of the Gm·ern­
mmt their entire willingness that the Bill should 
go through its committee stage to-day. (Hear, 
hear !) It is perhaps necessary for me to advert 
somewhat briefly to its main proviHions, and I 
can nssure the hon. member that in so doing I 
shall be economical of time. At pre~ent we 
have power in the l'vlines Department to grant 
ad\ ances by way of loan to comimnies or indi­
viduals in aid of prof'pecLing and deep sinking. 
But this Bill contains provisions which will 
enable ns, if it becomes law, to grant advances 
for other purposes. Those purposes are set forth 
in clanse 4-

(i.) Procuring and erecting machinery for carrying 
on mining o.verat.ions; 

(ii.) Procuring and erel~ting, or removing a.nd re­
erecting, plant for treating metals, minerals, or 
metalliferous ores. 

Any person or company-under the Acts Shorten­
ing Act "person" including "individuals," and 
"company," a "registered company," as pro-
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·vided in the definition clause-may apply to the 
Minister, and the Minister can grant an advance 
by way of loan for these two purposes. I think 
·every hon. member is in sympathy with those 
,purposes. The only question that we have to con­
sider is whether public money granted for such 
purposes is granted under proper safeguards and 
upon proper conditions. I have stndied the Bill, 
and I think it will be abundantly m<tnif• st to the 
House that advances of this nature will be amply 
safeguarded. The applicant has to supply cer­
tain information in t.he prescribed form before 
the Minister considers his application. Clause 5 
prescribeR that the applicant must give-

(i.) A description of the mine on or in connection 
with which the machinery or plant is to be 
erectl·d ~ 

(ii.) A de~cription and valuation of any machinery 
or plant already erected on or in connection 
with such mine; 

(iii.) A statement of the encumbrances, if any, 
affecting !'.Ueh mine, manhincry, or plaut; 

{iv.) A dum:iption cf the machinery or vlant which 
the npplicant proposes to erect; 

(v.) A. statement ·~howinp; the dur:.ttion of the pro­
pos.nd advance, and the time when and the in­
stalments in 'vhich the advance is nquired; 

(vi.) Any further information which the ::Vlinister 
ma.y require. 

That I t>1ke to be a clause affording the fullest 
:protection to the department, and enabling the 
Minister to obtain absolutely every detail of in­
formation which he may P'"sibly require. One 

. ,,,afeguard, and a m""t important one in pro­
tecting the department, is a proviso in clause 6, 
which makes the granting of this advance de­
pendent upon a report of the Government Geo­
logist. I take that to be a cardinal ft ature of 
the Bill, and a featnre which makes it in a 'ense 
more reasonable, and justifies us in accepting it 
with the lea't amount of hesitation. 

;\Ir . .MURPHY: It will cause dehty. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Possibly 

there may be an elempnt of delay, but I think 
even the difficulty in all cases of getting a report 
expeditiously is counterbalanced by the fact of 
the safeguard of the report before the money is 
adv;mced. If the hon. member for Croydon will 
look at clause G, he will Fee how essential and 
what an enormous safeguard that report is. 

JYir. MUHPHY: They often refer matters now 
to the wnrden for a report. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I should 
take it that it would be referred to the geologist, 
or any person who, in the opinion of the dep"rt­
ment, would be able to satisfy the requirements. 
"Geologist," in the definition clause, inclnrles 
the Government Geclogist and any public officer 
directed by the Minister to make inquiries or 
report with respect to any matter under this 
Act. I should take it that where a hrge 
awount is required, and where a very careful 
report or analy,is is to be made, the Government 

·Geologist would be selected, but in the majority 
of ca,,es a person authorised by the Minister 
would suffice, but of the value of that report 
there can be no doubt. The report is to state-

(i.) \Vllether in the opinion of tile geologist­

That term including the person approwd by the 
Minister-

there is reasonable probability that the mining 
operations in connection '-rith ''"11ich the pro­
posed m~~ehinery or plant is to be erected will 
be of a remunerative character; 

(ii.) 'Vhcther the proposed machinery or plant is of 
a character and de~,cription properly ac1apted 
to the proposed operations and works ; 

(iii.) Such other information as tl1e )Iiuister may 
require. 

No words of mine are needed to show the value 
of a clause like that. After the application is 
made and the report is obtained, the Minister 
can then, with the approval of the Governor in 
Council, grant that application, with or without 

modification, on the applicant undertaking, by 
making an agreement with the Government, to 
remrn the amnunt advanced, bearing interest at 
a rate not exceeding 5 per cent. per annum. 
That advance is to be payable in in<talments, 
and a very important clause indeed-subclause 
(3) of clause 7-provides that no instalment of 
the advance whatever is to be paicl until it is 
proved to the satisLwt.ion of the !Ylinister that-

(L) For every pound to be advanced the borrower has, 
out of his own e~qnt~.l. previouslY. but since the date Df 
the agreement, eontrihntecl towards the purcha-;e and 
erection, or removal and re-erection, of such machinery 
or plant a like sum of one pound. 

.I think this is a most excellent provision in the 
Bill, the reason for which I will seek briefly to 
give. There is no objection to any applicant 
going to the Government and asking for money. 
Applicants can, under l'arious statutes we have 
in force dealing with other industries which it is 
not neeessary to particul:otri:-;t~) obtain money 
after fulfilling certain conditions. But if the 
appiicant has faith in his ven· ure, or has some 
credence in the probable success nf his experi­
ment, why should he not be willing to show 
his bona fides, and contribute something 
towards thP amount the Government i' prepared 
to give? If he believes in it, and is sin­
cere in his belief that it will ultimately 
turn out a success, all we ~tsk is that he 
should put down £1 for £1, and I v~nture to 
think that the maj,>rity of applicants will not 
hesitate to take advantage of this provision, but 
will welcome it; and 1 believe aho that this 
Bill, if it becomes law, will tend to de,·elop 
fields that are now undeveloped, will probably 
lead to new discoveries being made, and will 
possibly lead to the opening up of mines in 
places where hitherto it has been impossible to 
mine. I believe-and the bon. member who 
introduced the Bill, and mining members I 
am quite certain will share in the beli f-that 
this measure will largely apply to districts out­
side the established gc>ldfield•, and, as one hon. 
member interjects, and I quite agree with the 
interjection, it will apply then to places where 
the benefits of a measure of this nature have 
been sadly lacking. Now, the second condition 
of subclause (3) provides-

(ii .) The borrower has properly expended nll previous 
instalments advanced under the agre,2,ment, and has 
paid all intmest, if any, clue on the amount already 
advanced. 
I also draw attention to subclause (4)-

(4! The agreement shall contain all such covenants, 
conditions, r" '5trictions, and proYisions consistent with 
this Act, as the .11inister may require. 

Now, possibly, under that clau;e, sh0u!d a 
ha•tery be erected hy a compHlY or by a group of 
mdividuals, it will be open to the Minister to 
rnake a covenant or an agreen1ent with hirn that 
he shall probably cru;h for otlwr individuals, 
perhaps at rates fixed. For this and other 
reaRons I deem it a rncst exr!ellent provision. 
Clause 8 simply provides what shall be the 
rerrw.Jies of the Government, and thctt all moneys 
ad vftnced under this Act shall be deemed to be a 
debt due to the Government, and recoverable in 
the way provided by the Cnwn ff'merlics. As a 
further security, the applic,mt is cornpellable. if 
his application is approved, before the money is 
advanced, to execute all mnrtgoge charg·es, en­
curnbranct-;, and liens as are con:;;iderect ~leces­
sary. A report is also to be m.<,rle of the moneys 
advanced or expended for any of the purposes of 
the Act during the preceding financi<ll year, in 
the month of August, with detailed statement 
of accounts, "nd the same is to be laid 
before both House' of P .trliament ; and by 
clause 10 provision is made for regulations for 
the more effectually carrying into operation the 
provisions of this Bill. I may say, in conclusion, 

Hon. J. W. Blai7.} 
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that I welcome the measure. I hope that it will 
become law, anct I venture to think that if it 
does it will help to assist many men of the poorer 
class who combine together to mine, to win 
minerals from the earth, and who without 
assist 1nce of this kind would perhaps court 
failure. This is a Bill, as I take it, to be 
sympathetically actministered, and I hope it will 
be as soon as it becomes law. I am sure that it 
will be so administered as long as I am in the 
position I hold. It is not a Bill for big com­
panies alone, but rather for the assi,tance of the 
poor struggling n•iner. For that reason I 
welcome it, and I think it would tend to improve 
the mining law. 
HoNOUR,BJ~E ME3lBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. PAGET (JJ!Iackay): I think thP- hon. 

member who has intrt.duced this Bill this after­
noon will be extremely gratified with the recep­
tion accorded to it by the Minister for ::Yiines. It 
is not my wish to prevent the passing of the 
measure through the House this afternoon, be­
causn I consider that some public money, under 
proper safeguards, could be profitably invested 
in the way laid down in this Bill. This is not 
the first time that tho•e who are struggling under 
adverse circumstances ha Ye bad an opportunity 
of having public money advanced to them to 
assist them in their enterprises in this State. 
The sngar-growers have had a sum of some 
£540,000 advanced to them for the very same 
purpose-the erection of machinery-which is 
asked fur by the miners under this Bill. Under 
another Act it is poRSible for co·operativefarmers 
to obtain advances for the erection of flourmills. 
Meat export companies, or butter manufactur­
ing companie•, can obtain advmwes from the 
meat and dairy fund. I might be met with 
the objection that in those cases the stock­
owners were actually taxed to raise that fnnd, 
but I would like to puint out that it is not 
necessarily the stockowners only who pay the 
revenue into those funds who are able to 
obtain an advance for the erection of meat­
works. Advances can be made from the fund 
for the purpose of erecting factories, and it bene­
fits those industries verv much. Factories are 
erected, and there are one or two other ways in 
which settlers are assiste.d, and I would like to 
shortly point them out for the information of 
members of the House. There is another trust 
account called the "Central Sugar Mills Ac­
count," in connection with the central sugar-mills, 
that are at present being controlled by the Govern­
ment. The sum of £158,!!06 has been advanced 
out of that fund ; £165,697 has been repaid, so 
that the fund is £9,000 in credit at the present 
time. Theoe advances were made to a.'Biet people 
who it was deemed desirable should be assisted 
by public money. Again, we have the seed grain 
trust account, which shows that £25.000 was 
advanced to the farmers for the purpose of pur­
chasing seed grain dnriD!{ a tin1e of very great 
stress. Again, the sugar industry has been 
assisted to the extent of £1 for £1 on the con­
tribution to the sugar fund-for the purpose of 
carrying on sug-ar experimental stations At 
any rate, I think it extremely desirable that 
assistance should be given in the way indicated 
in this Bill, and under what seem to be very 
perfect safeguards, to men who are endeavouring 
to develop our valuable mining industry. (Hear, 
hear !) I have nothing further to add except 
that I have very much pleasure in supporting 
the second reading of the Bill. 

Mr. P A ULL ( Cha1·ters 'I'owers): I had not any 
opportunity of looking at this Bill until the last 
few moments, but its general principles are such 
that anyone connected with the mining industry 
must approve of. It is possible that there are 
one or two small details that can be improved or 
altered. The hon. member for Mackay referred 

[Hon. J. W. Blair. 

to a matter that I was going to express my 
opinion on-that is, that large sums of money 
have been spent by the Government in nearly 
all the other industries in the State such as 
sugar, dairying, and so on, but very little has 
ever been given to mining. One thing that the 
State has been doing from time to time has been 
subsidising deep sinking on the same principle as 
is contained in this Bill-namely, by advancing 
£1 for £1 under certain conditions. The same 
principle seems to be set out here, but it very 
often happens that a man working in the bush 
or elsewhere may make some discovery, and he 
is never able to get down to wh"t is known as 
"deep sinking," and therefore can obtain no 
benefit from this Bill. Very often in the early 
days of a claim a man is more needful of money 
than when he has sunk to a considerable depth. 

Mr. MAXWRLL : This Bill will help him. 
Mr. PACLL: Yes, this Bill will help him. 

I notice that clause 4 says that advances may be 
obtained for procuring and erecting machinery 
for carrying on mining operations, and procuring 
and erecting, or removing and re-erecting, plant 
for treatmg metals, mineral,, or metalliferous 
ores. The question is whether that is to be 
under proper supervision or not. I know that 
clause 6 provides for the Government Geologist 
attending to this matter, but a great improve­
ment could be made by altering "Government 
Geologir::-t" to '• inspeetor of mines." I atn 
aware that the definition of "Geologist" says 
that it may include "any public officer directed 
by the Minister to make inquiries," but still 
those who have had experience in mining 
know that the geologist is not always the best 
man to undertake the duties mentioned here. 
He could decide on the nature of th8 rocks, 
or whether the geological conditions were 
satisfactory, but that is different to deciding 
whether machinery or a mining plant is satis­
factory, or the mine is likely to prove remuner­
ative. It is rarely that a geologist has 
any training in that branch at all. In subclause 
(ii.) of clause 6 it says that the geologist shall 
report "whetbP' the proposed machinery or 
plant is of "' description properly adapted to 
the proposed operations and works." '.rbat is 
also another matter that the geologist rarely, if 
ever, has had any training in. The inspector of 
mines would have the training in that respect, 
and I con tend that that officer would be the 
most suitable man to insert here. In one of the 
other States in which I have had some experi­
ence the duties of the inspEctor of mines are 
not the same as those in Queensland. They do 
not enter into the matter of ventilation or safety 
of the mines in that State. Their duty is to 
examine the various mines and re~ort to the Go­
vernment as to their mineral character or other­
wise, and to say if it would be a satisfactory 
speculation and not of a "wild cat" character, 
and whether or not, in their opinion, the State 
would be justified in helping those mines if it is 
necessary. I have known many instances of people 
who believe in their own ground, but sometimes, 
I am sorry to say, if anyone of experience goes 
to him he' finds that he has got nothing in it. I 
remember in the days of my b~yhood th:re ~as 
a case of an old lady who did con"1deraole 
laundry work for my mother. It was pointed 
out that she had seen better days. Her husband 
bad worked cert>tin mines on the hi!bide near 
by and after spending all hb money for two or 
th~ee years, he spent his last penny in buying 
a pound of candles to go on working, in the hope 
that be was going to make his fortune out of 1t, 
but be died broken-hearted. Curiosity led me 
one day to examine this mine, and I di~ not 
consider that it was worth paying a penny mto. 
No man with any experience would hav~ was~ed 
his time on it at all. There are some mmes hke 
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that in Australia. The people believe in the 
ground because they get little bits of rich ore 
here and there, but they forget that the one 
great thing to make a mine profitable is quantity 
rather than quality. I would like to see" in&pec­
tor of mines" put in this provision instead of 
"Geologist" to safBguard the Government, be­
cause, if he knows his work at all, he will not 
recommend that nwney be expended on mines 
that do not promise to give a fair return. I 
shall have grertt nleasnre in supporting- the Bill. 

::Yir. HAWTHORN (Enoguera): I consider 
thao this Bill is well worthy of the consideration 
of the members of this House. 

Mr. LESINA: Hear, hear! Enoggera. 
Mr. HA WTHOR:\' : I was going to refer to 

Enoggera. The hon. member has not got a 
monopoly of the mining districts. I hope tha,t 
the di,trict of Enoggera will benefit materially 
by this Bill, because there has been a considerable 
amount of money spent there and the prospects 
have been very good too, but the cost of 
machinery has been prohibitive; and although 
there have been a good many pe,ople willing to 
te•t the district, and back their opinion, the 
money r~quired for erecting machinerv there has 
been rather beyond their means. Under this 
measure they will be enabled, I hope, to put 

down sufficient money, backed by 
[4 p.m.] the Government to the extent of £1 

for £1, to thoroughly prove what 
there is in that district, and I hope it will be 
proved eventually that Enoggera is a mining 
district. It is a very fair thinK indeed to ask that 
the mining industry should have some assistance. 
All the other industries have been very largely 
assisted by the State, but up to the present the 
assistance given to the mining industry has been 
very meagre, although it has contributed large 
sums to the revenue and provided a large 
amout of work at times when other work was 
hard to get. The mining indusLry has given 
employment to men who would othorwise have 
been out of employment. This Bill appears to 
me to be very well drawn, and to· thoroughly 
safeguard the interest of the Government. Any 
moneys advanced under its provisions will be 
properly Eecured, as the Government will have 
the report of the Government Geologist with 
regarrl to the prospects of a mine before any 
money is advanced, and they will see that 
advances are only made where there is a promise 
of a good show. Although mining generally is 
of a rather speculative character, I do not think 
the Governmpnt will run ''ery much risk in 
making advances under the provisions of this 
Bill. The Bill is a good one, and I hope it will 
pass. 

Mr. HARGREAVES (Cook): I have very 
much pleasure in supporting the second reading 
of this Bill. vVhen it was introduced on a pt·e· 
vious occasion I think I gave it my support. The 
operation of such a measure will tend to promote 
the development of the mining iurlustry, more 
particularly in outside districts. TherP are pro­
visions in the Bill which amply safeguard the 
Government. I think the very fact th:>t men 
are prepared to risk their own money in a mine 
is ample justification for the Government 
advancing money in the way proposed in this 
measure. As a rule, miner;': are not very ready 
to risk their own money unless they think there 
is a fair prospect of getting a return for their 
outlay. I should like to sEe the scope of the Bill 
extended so as to include such matters as water 
conservation, tunnelling, and other mining opera­
tions, in which asqistance is equally deserved. As 
has been p<>inted out by the senior member for 
Mackay, many other industries in the State 
have been assisted ; but the mining industry has 
received very little a&.<istance from the Govern­
ment. 

Mr. PAGE'l': The advances to the mmmg in­
dustry have been between £35,000 and £40,000. 

:Yir. HARGREAVES: Qnite so. I think 
this Bill will benefit the mining industry, and I 
hope it will hrcorne law. 

Mr. ;1;1ACKINTOSH ( Cambooya) : I have very 
much pleasure in supporting thiS measure, as I 
believe it will be of assistance in developing the 
mineral resources of Queensland, and of that 
particuiar part of Queensland which is within 
my electorate, including North Talgai and 
Thane's Creek. \Vhen Gympie and Charters 
Towers broke out, they took away miners who 
were working in that district, and they have not 
come back. Owing to the lack of machinery, the 
district has not prospered as it should have done. 
llrom recent experience which I have had in con­
nection with mining, I have not the slightest 
doubt but that the places I h:we mentioned 
abound in rich minerals. From the point of 
view that this measure will tend to de,-elop our 
mineral resources, and from the point of view 
that the agricultural industry will benefit by any 
such development, I approve of this Bill. \Vhen I 
have had occasion to go to the Minister for Mine.3 
to ask for assistance to the miners employed 
in the mining part of the electorate of Cambooya, 
my request has not been viewed with favour to 
the extent that I expected. The provision in 
this Bill requiring applicants for advances to ex­
pend an equal amount of their own money will 
prove an excellent safeguard, because if people 
are prepared to spend their own money that is a 
guarantee of good faith. No person will embark 
]n an enterprise and spend money on it merely to 
borrow money from another person. They must 
have confidence in the enterprise before they 
approach a monetary institution or the Govern­
ment under such terms as are laid down in this 
Bill. I have the greatest pleasure in the world 
in supporting the second reading of the measure, 
and I hope it will pass. I do not think it 
reqniret'.'i 1nany amendments, and I am ;1.leased to 
see that the House are inclined to pass it 
unanimously. 

Mr. JONES (Burnett) : Although I should 
have been more pleased to have seen a Bill intro­
duced fot· the ec;tablishment of State batteries, 
still I have very much pleasure in supporting this 
measure. I am aware that the hon. member who 
introduced this Bill is not in favour of State 
batteries. I am aloo aware that a great many 
members, who, like myself, are in favour of State 
batteries, are willing to support this Bill, as in 
will not interfere with the establishment of State 
batteries when the House is ready to undertake 
that work. There are many claims which re­
quire assistance in places where it would be 
unwise for the State to erect batterie,, and that 
is a reason why I am qupporting this Bill. The 
Minister has referred to subclause (3) of clausB 7, 
which reads as follows :-

(3.) "No instalment shall be paid unt,il it is lJroved to 
the satisfaction of the .J:linister that-

(i.) For every pound to be advanced tbe borrower 
has. out. of his own capital, previously, but 
since the date of the agreement, contributed 
towards the purchase and erection, or removal 
and re· erection, of such machinery or plant a 
like sum of one pound. 

I think that clause will make this Bill more bene­
ficial to mining companies and speculators than 
to the bond fide miner. There are very many 
miners who have discovered claims and mines, 
and who have confidence in their discoveries and 
;n the knowledge that they contain wealth, 
who will not be in a position to expend such 
a large amount as £1 for £1. I should very 
much like to see that amount reduced, as it 
might very well be, seeing that clause 6, by 
which every application is to be referred to the 
Government Geologist for his repnrt, is a sufhcient 

M1·. Jonl'.s,] 
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safeguard. With that safeguard it is hardly 
necessary to expect so large a sum from the 
miner as £1 for £1. I hope tt1at proviswn 
will be made to reduce the amount, or to knock 
that clause out altogether. Although I should 
prefer to see a Bill to establish State batteries, I 
have very much pleasure in supporting the Bill 
introducerl by the hon. member for Bnrke. 

Mr. BARTO~ (Carnarvon): I have very 
much pleasure also in supporting t.hL; Bill. The 
matter is one of very great importance, and it 
cannot be denied that mining in this country has 
not had one-half the support it deserves; and 
this is a step in the right direction. I believe in 
State battenes, though not in "assault and 
battery." (Laughter.) I have looked through 
the various clauses of the Bill, and I find that, 
though it is a short measure, it contains very 
much that we all desire. I speak not only on 
behalf of my own district, hut for the whole 
State. I did not think the Bill would have been 
brought forward to-day or I would have had a 
great deal more to say on the subject. I only wish 
to state that I shall give it my support, and that 
I hope every member of tbe Chamber will do the 
like. 

Mr. KEOGH (Rosmood): While I am pre· 
pared to advocate and support anything that 
will help an industry th;~t has bPen one of the 
greatest blegsings to the State on more than one 
occasion, I should like to see a helping hand 
similarly held out to thooe engaged in an industry 
equally as important, if not more important-the 
agricultural innustry. I am not going to say it 
is wrong to give the'<e pPople money to test pro· 
perties where they have found gold or other 
minerals; but I should l1ke to see the same cnn· 
sideration shown to the agriculturists o£ the 
State. They certainly have not had that kind· 
ness and consideration which they deserve at the 
hands of our worthy friends-the Labour element 
on the other side of thA Chamber. 

1fr. MunPHY: \Ve offered you a land tax. 
1\Ir. KEOGH: That is a matter outside the 

question before the House. I repeat that while 
I am prepared to support t.his Bill in the interests 
of miners, so that they may have plenty of 
money to carry out their work, 1 should like to 
see the same considention extended to the agri· 
cultural industry, which has often been spoken 
of by hon. memben on both side> as the bone 
and sinew of the State. Strangers in search of 
land get any amount of assistance ; the farmer 
who is actually at work on the land gets none at 
all. In fact, the tendency of recent legislation 
has been to increaR,,~ the amount he ha< to pay. 
lVlen are employed by the State to see that he 
carries out his duties, and be is taxed to pay 
them. The other day the leader of the Govern· 
ment promi,sed the people at Croydon that he 
would give them £10,000 in aid of deep sinking, 
on condition that a similar i<UITI was raised 
locally. I :1111 not aware that that money has 
been rai,ed, but I understand that £3,000 has 
already been advanced, and that the people up 
there are crying out that the £10,000 promi8ed 
by the Premier is not forthcoming. 

The BPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. KEOGH: I only wish to say, Mr. 

Speaker, th,,t I h"pe the Premier will carry out 
his promise, and pay them the £10,000, be<'ause 
they cleeerve it. As to this Bill, it is only right 
that help of this description should be given, and 
I am prepared to "n pport it. 

Mr. LINDLEY (Wide Bay): There is only one 
thing that strike" me in cnnnection with this 
Bill, and that is that, assum;ng the Treasurer 
advances money to ;;ards opening up or develop­
ing a cLrim, he may do what he has done in 
connection wit.h thP. central sugar-mi!l-;-as soon 
as the owners strike <sold he may foreclose. He 
has evidently sat back and waited until tbe 
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central sugar- mills pttid before forecl<,>sing .. I hope 
similar action will not be taken Ill th1s case. 
There is not the slightest doubt about it t bat 
this will be a good thing for the mining industry· 
and particularly for outside 'bows. It will 
enable distant fields to be opened up and de, 
veloped. I shall support the Bill. 

HoN. R. PHILP (Townsvtlle) : I intend to 
support this Bill, because it carriefl out ":ery much 
the same thing as WdS carried out by the late 
Government. I think in four <'.1ses they put up 
plants on the<ce lines; the people interested found 
half the money, and the Government the o~her 
half. The a.lso found half the cost of deep sink· 
ing in many cases. One of the plants I refer to 
was put up at the Cohen and one at the \Voolgar, 
a,nd there were two others. I am sorry tr> say 
that those experiments wer<:: not profitable to the 
unfortunate owners, who did not make anything 
out. of them. This is a policy that the Govern­
ment have been committed to for a number of 
years, and I thi~k we ought to giv.e this form of 
it a moderate tnal. I must adm1t that an old 
plant on an abandoned mine would not be worth 
vPry much as secur1ty to the Government, but 
the risk will not be ~o very great. I want to 
point out to those who talk about the money 
advanced under the :Meat and Dairy Act arod to 
people for the erection of butter factories, that the 
Government does not advance a ,h,!lmg. The 
money is raised by levy on the stockowners, so 
that it does not come out of revenue at all. 

Mr. BuHROWS: \\hat about the grainsheds? 
HoN. R. PHILP : 'rhat is only part of the 

railway policy. In the case of the sugar-~ills, 
the people who got the advance. provided 
valuable security by mortgagmg thei_r lands to 
the Government, who can sell, or will sell to­
morrow very likely, if they do not redeem the 
amount advanced. In the case of an abandoned 
mine you cannot get muc!1 for it if i~ is a d~ffer, 
but all the same, I thmk that m a highly 
mideralised country like this we want to do .all 
we can in a moderate way to test the outs!de 
shows. It is the small places that want as"st­
ance. In the big mining districts there is more 
machinery than there is stone tocru,h. I th<~u~ht 
it was possible to get an ad,·ance for mmmg 
plant out of the deep-sinking vote. 

l\1r. BURHOWS: I think not. 
HoN. R. PHILP: I think that is so. If a 

man sinks 500 or 1,000 feet, the Government 
will advance him half the cost, and the "''Jlenses 
incurred in winding plant are part of the cost. 
I intend to support the Bill, and I hope the £1 
for £1 principle will be adhered to. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a second 
time-put and passed. 

Co>LliiT1'EE. 

Clause 1 put and passed. 
On clause 2-" Interpretation-" 
Mr. PAULL moved that on lines 1G and 

17 the words "inspector of mines" be inserted. 
Surely that was the officer ~ho, above all oth~rs, 
was likely to be asked t? m"pcct, .and h1s t1tle 
should be inserted in the mtBrpretl\tlDn clause. 

The SECRETAHY l<'OR MIKES: It is not neces· 
sarv. H" is included under the phrase "any 
pul~lic officPr." 

Mr. PAULL: There was no nece,sity to make 
the thing more difficult to understand than ":as 
nece,sary. If the inspector of mmes was IU· 

eluded then let him be named. In Acts of 
Parlia;,ent tilf'Y did not call trains ships or 
horse~ cows. The title of "inspector of mines" 
was understood by the bulk of the people who 
were interested in the matter. 

Mr. MAXWl•;LL: The amendment would 
not secure what the hon. member wanted. If 
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he wanted to provide that the work should he 
performed by the inspector" of mines, he might 

achieve his purpose by amending 
[4.30 p.m.] clause 6, 'u that all applications 

should be referred to an inspector 
of mines in,tead of to the geologist for report. 

Mr. PAULL: I would like to see the geologist 
knocked out altogether, and leave it entirely to 
the inspector of mines. 

:Mr. MAXWELL did not see what would be 
.gained by that. The word " geologist" covered 
an inspector of mines. If it w>ts the desire of 
the Committee that the amendment should he 
made, he could not help it, but personaliy he 
intended to oppose it. 

The SECliETARY FOR :MINES: The 
an1endment \Vas ab~mlutely unnecessary, The 
word "geologist" included the Government 
Geologist or any other public officer directed by 
the .Minister to make inquiries or report with 
respect to any application ; and it would simply 
cou•plicate matters, and make the deHniti,m 
tautological if the amendment were accepted. 
·Clause 6 prodded that every application should 
be referred to the geologist for report, and that 
br0ught them back to the definition of "geo­
logist." He trusted the hon. member fur Cha;ters 
Towers would not delay the pas;age of the Bill 
by pressing this unnecessary amendment. 

Mr. MULCAHY thought the amendl!'ent was 
quite unnecessary, as the clause covered every­
thing the hon. member for Charters Towers had 
in view. He quite agreed that to leave it to the 
Government Geologist alune would be a<langerous 
thing. He bad in his mind a case which occurred 
some years ago where a geologist reported on a 
daim that he was heavily interested in when the 
Government were asked to grant a su b;idy for 
~eep sinking. He did not say that was wrong, 
but similar eases mir;ht crop up again. To avoid 
that sort of thing, it was well to leave it wide. 
He would like to see others included in clause 6. 
lt was not advisable to !ewe it to the Minister 
for Mines, because, when the Government were 
asked to advance money, it was only right that 
they should be able to get the benefit of the 
knowledge of all their expert•. At the same 
time it would he a mistake to knock out the 
word "geologist." 

1'\Ir. WOODS (Woothakata) hoped the hon. 
mencher for Charters To.,ers would withdmw 
his amendment. There was a good deal in the 
point raised by the hon. member for Gympie. 
In the electorate he represented they were placed 
in an awkward position at times when relatives 
of the warden appeared before that offioer, and 
there was no doubt that blood was thicker than 
water. He hoped the hon. memoer for Burke 
would stick to th8 clause as it wae, and, if neces­
·sary, divide the Committee on it. 

HoN. R. PHILP did not think the definition 
was sufficiently wide. In some cases there might 
be no public otficer who was c-;mpetent to report 
on an application. If an application was made 
for an advance to erect a smelting plant, for 
instance, he doubted whether there- was any 
public officer who would be in a position to 
report upon the application, and it might be 
necessary to get a report fro1n an outside source. 

The 8ECRETAilY FOR MINES : Add the words 
''or expert." 

HoN. R. PHILP : The definition might 
be amended to read, " any public officer or 
expert." 

Mr. MAXWELL snggested that the hon. 
member for Charters Towers should withdraw 
his amend men c to enable the hon. member for 
"Townsville to move the insertion of the words 
"''m· expert." 

Mr. P A ULL asked leave to withdraw his 
.amendment. 

Amendment, by leave withdrawn. 

HoN. R. PHILP moved the in•ertion of the 
words ''or expert" after the \Vnrd H officer" on 
line 17. That would give the Minister power t,) 
get the hest skilled expert he could to make a 
report. The hon. member for Gympie referred 
to a geologist who reported favourably upon a 
mine in which he was interested. That geologist 
was manly enough to inform the department 
that he was a shareholder in the mine th'1t he 
reported upon . 

Mr. MAXWELL thought the amendment was 
a good one. He looked forward to the day when 
the industry would be a very large one, and 
when there would be many experts engaged in 
the treatment of metalliferous ores. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, pnt and passed. 
On clame 3-" Source from which expenditure 

to.be made"-
Hox. R. PHIL P : Before the clause was put 

he would like to ask the Minister whether he 
would be prepared to place a sum of money on 
the Estimate"' this year for the purpose of the 
Bill? \Vould he recommend a certain amount 
for the ]JUfJJ<'"e, bt-.•ause if the B1ll passed now, 
unless the Government were willing nothing 
could be done till next year? 

The SECRETARY FOR 1\1 INES : In the 
event of the Bill becoming law he was prepared 
to make a recommendation, so that the Act 
would not be inoperative. 

Clause put and pa,sed. 
Clause 4 put and passed. 
On clause 5-" Information to be supplied"­
Ho:-r. R. PHILP did not think tbis clause 

went far enough. Supposing somenne wanted 
to erect smelting works where there were no mines 
at all-.say, at a seaport-under th;, clause they 
could not get an advance. It might he more 
convenient to smelt ore at a seaport-either at 
Normanton, Cairns, Rockhampton, 1\'Iary­
borough, or even Brisbane-than at the mine. 
At the present time there were no public smelt­
ing works in t,lueensland--the only one we had 
was shut up-and all our minenls had to go to 
other States for treatment. He thought that 
if a gQO<i case was made out for erecting smelting 
works anywhere in the State, it would be a fair 
thing for the Government to assist. 

The SEC!lETAHY FOil MIXES : Clause 4 is a 
pretty fair advance on the present system of 
assisting the mining industry. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Did the hon. gentleman 
think clan'e 4 would cover it? 

The SECRETARY POR MI!'\ES : I merely say 
that-it is a big advance. 

:VIr. MAXWELL: This Bill does not make pro­
vision aR to where vou are to erect your works. 

Mr. PAULL: i:t must be in connection with 
the mine. He agreed with the leader of the 
Opposition. Subsection (i.) spoke of the mine; 
subsection (ii.) of the circum,tances in connection 
witheuch mine; and subsection (iii.) and following 
subcbuses of Ulachinery and plant, etc. It 
evidently only referred to plant erected in con· 
nection with the min('. He did not know 
whether, under the clause, there would te power 
to help in the erection of a battery or smelting 
works apart from the mine. A company wanted 
to erect a smelting works in his electorate the 
other day, "nrl they hac\ no mine of their own. 
They had £500, and if this Bill was in force it 
ought to assist them. If clause 5 was carried in 
its present form, he did not think it would give 
power to erect a hattu'y or smelting works except 
in connection 'vith the minL. 

The SECilETARY FOil MINES: \Vhab do you 
understand by the words, "plant for treating 
minerals"? 

Mr. P AULL: That was under section 4; an 
application for an advance must be in connection 

Mr. Paull.] 
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with the mine. At the same time, the words 
"any further information which the Minister 
may require" might cover it. 

Mr. MAXWELL: The Bill had practicolly 
no limits as far as smelting was concerned. 
There might be twenty smelting works and not 
one battery erected under it-they might all be 
smelting works. The main feature of the Bill 
was that in the first place there was power 
for a company to get money for erection of 
machinery ; in the next place, to g<·t money for 
the erection of reducing works, whatever they 
might be. There was no stipulation as to what 
the reduction works woulrl be. He thought the 
Bill would cover both \\·hat the harler of the 
Opposition and the senior member fur Charters 
Towers required. 

Clame put and passed. 
On cl:tuse fi-" Report of geologi~t "---
Mr. P A ULL expiained that hi; reason for 

wishing to alter the definition of "geologist" 
was bee ,use a geologist was a man who studied 
the strata of the rocks, and who certainly had no 
training or education in engineering or the 
management of min0,. It w::ts his experience 
when a youth to go underground with one of the 
best geologists in :B:ngland. He h'd studied 
in the laboratory and in the lecture·room, and 
knew a great deal about the rock; in the hills and 
mountains round about, but not from a minera­
logical point of view or an engineering point of 
view, and when he "ot underground in the dark 
and dirty places of the mines he did not know one 
rot k from another, Jet alone whether the character 
of the works were remunerative. As a matter of 
fact, he gave advice totally opposed to the judg­
ment of those who knew better, and the experi­
ence of two or thrQe yearR later showed that his 
advice was altogether wrong. It would be wrong 
to leave "gedogist" in, unless they put in 
"expert " as well. 

The SECRETAR 'l FOR MINES thought the 
hon. gentleman's troubles arose from a confusion 
of ideas. The term ''geologist" was used in clause 
6, but with a particular meaning-a meaning 
expressly given to it by the clause amended by 
the leader of the Opposition. "Geologist" now 
included the Government Geologist-to which 
officer the hem. the senior member for Uharters 
Towers seemed to think the clause was entirely 
and exclusively limited-and anv nnbli<' officer 
or expert, which words would include engi~eers, 
surveyors or any persons who could perform the 
work necessary when directed by the Minister 
to make inquiry or report. So that reading 
clause 6 in the light of the interpretation clause, 
he thought provision was made for skilled ad vice 
of every possible and conceivable character being 
obtained where necessary. 

HoN. R. PHILP was satisfied that the inter­
pretation would be all right. (Hear, hear!) He 
would like to point out that at the present time 
Dr. Jack, who had been Government Geologist 
in Queensland for some time- but, unfortu­
nately for the Stat~ and for Dr. Jack too, he 
left the service five or six years ago-was now 
in Brisbane, and was going North to look at 
some mines. The Government ouf!ht to take 
advantage of Dr. Jack's presence to get a report 
on ;;ome of our large fields from him. Everyone 
knew that Dr. Jack was the best authority on 
geology in Australia. In fact, his reputation 
was world wide. Some of the goldfields of the 
State were languishing, and some others were 
prnmising, and it would be money well spent 
if Dr·. Jack's services were retained perma­
nently for Queensland. (Hear, bear!) :Failing 
that, Dr. Jack's services should be secured for, 
say, twelve months, to report on onr langnish­
ing fields and some of our mining fields to which 
the Government were building railways, and 
which gave great promise. Dr .. Jack was 

[Mr. Paull. 

thoroughly reliable, thoroughly capnble, and' 
thoroughly honest, which was saying a great 
deal in .connection with mining men. He hoped: 
his remarks about Dr. Jack would be taken 
notice of by the JY1inister. He knew from 
private conversation with the Minister that he· 
would get up and say that the Government 
intended doing something. He thought they 
should do more than that, and that Dr. Jack's 
services should be l<ept here for some time. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I do not like to 
interrupt the bon. member, but I do not think 
his remarks have any c•mnection with the Bill. 

HoN. R. PHTLP : This was an important 
Bill tu :t'3ist mining, and it was dealing with the 
geologist e<pecia!ly. He certainly thought that 
Dr. Jack's services should again be retained for 
Queensland, at si! events for a time. (Hear,. 
hear !) They knew that at the present time 
Gympie and Charters 'Towers were not in a 
good way, and Dr. ,Tack might assist those 
fields in some way in trying to make fresh dis­
coveries. 'They were building an expensive rail­
way to Cl on curry; Dr. Jack was there twenty­
five years ago; he was going there now, and it 
would be a good thing for the State if he gave a 
general report on that field. No one knew 
better than the Chairman how much confidence 
everyone who knew him had in Dr. Jack. 

The SECRETARY FOR Mll\ES: In reply 
to the leader of the Opposition be would now· 
,"Y publicly what he informed the hon. gentle­
man of privately-that the matter was under 
consideration. More than that he could not 
say, except that he noticed that hem. members 
generall;/ seemed to favour snmething being clone 
in the matter of retaining Dr. ,Tack's services. 
(Hear, hear!) 

Mr. MrLCAHY: He is a man the people have· 
confidence in. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clau,s.e 7-~' Advance"-
Mr. JOKES moved that in the 1st paragraph 

of subclause (3) the words "a like sum of one 
pouud," on lines 58 and fiH, be omitted, with the· 
view of inserting ''the sum of ten shillings." If 
his amendment were agreed to, the Bill would be 
a better or.e for working miners who would not 
be able to afford to vrovide £1 for £1. He knew 
one claim in particular in his district tlH' owners 
of \Vhich sent ores to the Aldershot Smelting 
\Vorks, and it returned over 2 oz. to the ton, but 
when the expenses were paid it left no profit. 
'l'he'e men required a small battery to work their 
property, but they would not be able to provide 
£1 for £1. He had no doubt there were other~ 
similar cases to that. 

Mr. MAXWELL could not accept the amend­
ment, as it would simply mec,n that people would 
expect to h::tve batteries erecterl everywhere. He 
did not know if the hon. member realised that if 
he persi"ted in his amendment, when the Bill 
went elsewlwre to another place it would pro­
bttbly be knocked out. He considered that half 
a loaf was better than no bread. If the hon. 
member persisted in his amendment he would. 
divide the House on it, as he could not accept it. 

Mr. MANN was against the proposed amend­
ment for this reason-when they had a Bill be­
fore the House to assist the miners to get a rnil­
way in the Etberidge district, the hon. member 
for Burnett cor.sistently voted against it, and 
would not give the miners the assistance they 
required to get their ores to market. 

Mr. JOJ\ES: It was a syndicate railway. 
Mr. MAKN : The hon. member was going ta. 

support adYances being given to the miners in 
his own district, but he refused them to miners 
in other districts. He hoped the amendment 
would be defeated. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES hoped the 
hon. member would withdraw the amendment. 
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The message for appropriation under which the 
Bill had been introduced covered an advance of 
.£1 by the Government for every .£1 that was 
expended by the other party. Seei<Jg that diffi­
culty, be was sure tnat the hon. member, no 
matter how sincere he might be, would not now 
press his amendment. 

Mr. ,TOJ'\}~S: After the explanation of the 
Minister, he had nothing else to do but to with­
draw the amendment. (Hear, hear !) 

Amendment (11fr. Jones's), by leave, with­
drawn. 

Mr. HAMILTON: The Minister, when speak­
ing on this clause, said that possibly one of the 
conditions the covenanters would enter into 
would be that they would have to crush ore for 
other people. He thought that was rather 
rough. Suppose a small company of men entered 
into a covenant with the Government and found 
one-half of the money for a battery. They would 
have to repay that mone,-, and yet if anyone else 
came along with 100 or 200 tons of ore to crush 
they would have to knock off their own work to 
crush that ore. 

HoxoURABLE 11E1!BEHS : No, no ! 

Mr. HAMILTO~: He understood the Minis­
ter to sa.v so. 

The SECRE'rARY >'OR MrNEB: It might in cer­
tain case~. 

Mr. FORSYTH : Suppose a small plant was 
erected by a company at a cost of .£1,000, and it 
became necessary to shift it somewhere else, and 
it cost another £1,000 to re-erect it, would they 
get £1 for £1 from the Government on the basis 
of the first £1,000 only, or on the basis of 
.£2,000? 

Mr. MAX\VELL replied that in such a c.1se 
the Government would only be asked 

[5 p.m.] to contribute .£500-half the cost of 
shifting and re-erecting the plant. 

Clause put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRliiAN reported 

the Bill with an amendment. 
The third reading of the Bill was mafle an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

PROPOSED ABOLITION OF THE LEGIS­
LATIVE COUNCIL. 

RESUl\IPTION OF THE ADJOUHNED DEBATE. 

On the Order of the Day being called for the 
resumption of the debate on Mr. Lesina's 
motion-

That, in the opinion of this House, the time has 
arrived when the Government should take steps to 
introduce a measure for the abolition of the Legislative 
Council-firstly, on the score of economy; and, secondly, 
because it is a nsele"•s institution-

on which Mr. Kenna had mo,ed-
1.'hat the question be amended hy the omission of all 

words after the word "to," with a view to the inser­
tion, in thBlr place, of the words "bring about a 
referendum on the question of abolishing the Legisla~ 
tive Oounl'il "-

which stood adjourned at 7 o'clock p.m. on 
Thursday, 30th August-

The :SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon D. F. Denham, Oxlep) : I find myself in 
this position, that I am able to suJJport neither 
the amendment nor the original motion. The 
amendment is to the effect that there should be 
a referendum on the question of abolishing the 
Legislative Council. Assuming that the amend­
ment were carried, that a referendum were taken, 
and that the answer to the referendum wa~ that 
the Council should be abolished, of what avail 
would that be? 

Hon. R. PHILP : That would not abolish the 
Council. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
No; it would simply indicate the wishes of the 
people, and probahly this Chamber would yield 
to the mcmdate of the people as indicated by the 
referendum. 

1\ir. LESINA: So would the )ther Chamber. 
The .3ECRETARYFORAGRiCULTURE: 

Not of n cessity, 1<nd this Chamber could not 
give effect to their wishe~. \Vr, could give effect 
to tbe wishes of the people, as far as this Chamber 
is concerned, if two-thirrls of the rnembe•s voted 
for the abolition of the Council, but. then if the 
other House declined to give a similar vote the 
referenrlum would he of no avail. 

lV1r. FoRSYTH : It is only firework~. 
TheSECRETARYFOl-t AGRICULTURE: 

The Constitution, as has been pointed out, pro­
vides for an alteration in the I,egislati ve Coun­
cil. It p.-ovides that the members of the Council 
shall be appointed for life, but it also contem­
plates the pCJssibility of a change, either by the 
election of the members or by an altt~ration in 
the period of their nomination. As the Consti­
tution Act makes provision for any alteration in 
the constitution of the Council, I think it is 
wiser and better that we should ob>erve the 
Constitution Act. So I am not inclinerl to vote 
for a referendum which, if taken, would be of 
little avail. There is full power given in the 
Con,tituti"n Act for dealing with the Legislative 
Council. \Ve can either vary the term or vary 
the form. It is provided that the Council may 
be either elected or nominated. Then what is 
the use of goin'> to the expense and the trouble 
of taking a referendum when there is full pro­
vision made for any alteration in the Council? 
On the score of its inutility I cannot support 
the tnotion, nor can I on the score of economy~ 
On all hands it is admitted that the economy 
would be very trifling, that the saving of money 
would be very small. It is rather a sweeping 
assertion to say that the Council is a useless 
institution. 

:Mr. LESIXA: Centuries ago the Long Parlia­
ment wanted to abolish the House of Lords for 
th,,"t re.t.~On. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
And the House of Lords still continues as an 
important factor in the Legislature of the old 
country. 

Mr. LESINA: Thev have traditions behind 
then1 ; we h<'lve none.~ 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
"\Ve have no traditions in this State; we are 
quite a yonng country. \Vhile it is true that 
the Conncil is not a representative body, ii 
cannot be denied that they have acted generally in 
the interests of Queensland. 

:VIr. LESI!\A : They only represent property. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 

They safe~uard r->roperty to a very large extent, 
and," as lm~g as that safeguarding do.es not inflict 
injury on the commoa weal, I thmk they are 
rloing a duty in safeguarding the rights of 
propertv. _ 

Mr. J. LEAHY: It is an advantage to ttle 
common weal. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE; 
While I cannot see my way to suppor~ 
either the amendment or the original motion, 
yet I think it is time there was a change in the 
duration of the periori fur which members of the 
Council are appointed ; or it may be the view of 
many that the mude of their appointment should 
be other than that which now obtains. My own 
opinion is that it would be better to have a 
nominated Council than an elected Council. 
\Vhile I cannot support either the amendment 
or the motiun, yet I think there is another Cf!Urse 
open, and a course that mif(ht be adopted w1th a 
great deal of ad vantage. That is that the term 
for which the Council is appointed--

Non. D.F.Denham.] 
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The SPEAKER: Oruer ! I would remind 
the hon. member that the mntio:1 is for the 
aboliti•m of the Council, not the alteration of its 
constitution. 

'fheSECRETARY ]'OR AGRIOUL'l'URE: 
That being the case, I have no need to detain 
the House. I shall vote against both. At the 
same tin1e, when an opportunity occurs I shall 
support an nlteration in the period for which 
members of the Council are nominated. 

1\lr. J. LEAHY (Bul/oo): Like the hrm. gen­
tleman who has just s>;t down, I am opposed 
both to the motion and to the amendment. I 
am opposed to the motion not only in its present 
form, bnt to almost any form it could take. I 
listened very carefnlly to the hon. rnembLr who 
introduced the 1notion, and he gave no reasons 
whatever tu the Chamber why it shonld a !opt 
tho c:mrse he propo,ed. He seemed to me to 
carefully avoid giving any substantial 1easons. 
If there were any, I am certain that a gentleman 
of his capacity would h:we been able to discover 
them. In fact, it seemed to me that he is not 
particularly desirous to see the Upper Chamber 
abolished ; that he was more desirous that it 
should remain as it is, so that he could ha,,e his 
annual opportunitv for his display of fireworks 
on the subject. \Vithout imputing any want of 
seriousness to the bon. member, be seemed to me 
to be more anxious about that than about the 
abolition of the Council. \Vhi!e the hou. mem­
ber gave no reasons why it should be abolished, 
I submit that there are many good reasons why it 
should be retained. In discussing this matter, I 
imagine that both the rholution and the amend­
ment are before the House at the present time. 
I desire to he :n order. As I undet'stand it, the 
referendum is not for the pur·pos( of abolishing 
the Council, but it elMs not do away with the 
motion that it is desirable to abDlisb it. I take 
it the two things may be considered together. 
If I am wrong, I am prepared to discuss them 
separately. As pointed out by the leader of the 
House, there will be very little economy effected 
bv the abolition of the other Chamber. The 
House is built, and it will have to be looked after 
in any c:J.se. \Ve can save nothing in that 
direction. The members of that House get 
no pay from the State like the member.; of 
this House. They render considerable services to 
the State, and give it the benefit of their mature 
and experienced judgment on questions of grettt 
importance to the country free of charge, and 
waste no time iu doing it. That is a very import­
ant faetor to be considered; ,, ' that on the score 
of expense the motion falls to the gTonnd at once. 
Then the hon. member takes the point that it is 
:a uselesH int:ititution. If it is a useless in~titution, 
it is an extraordinary thing· that in the most 
prosperous C'>untries in the worU, where the 
sbndard of government is highest and mo<'t 
ad':anced, in nearly all Pases they ha;-e two 
Chambers. The hon. member used as an argu­
ment that in somfl of the provinces of Canada 
they arv doing with one Chamber. To compare 
Canada with a country like t11is only shows his 
ignorance of modern constitutional history. 

.Mr. LESIXA: \Ve are like C:,nada. 
Mr. J. LEAHY: No. The Constitution of 

Canada is contained in the British North 
America Act of 1867, and it is very different 
from the Australian Constitution. 'l'he State of 
Queensland has far greater power, than any 
province in the Canadian Dominion. Tt1ere are 
nothing like the rec-trictions u"der the Common­
wealth Act that there are under the British 
North Amerba Act. There they have no more 
power than division;t] boards in many respects. 
We have far larger powers, and for that rea­
son there is no analogy between this State 
and some of those provinces and territories 
with which the hon. member compares it. 

[Hon. D. F. Denham. 

\Vhy, this democratic Government that we have 
in Austmlia have an Upper House. I point out 
that the mode of appointment or election is not 
in dispute. 'l'he hon. gentleman does not chal­
lenge that. He merely challenges the Upper 
House under all circumstances and conditions. 
\V e do not hea.r of any movement in the ]'ederal 
Parliament to abolish the Senate. There is no 
desire among the democrats to do away with 
it. The democmt.s, of which the bon. nlf'mber 
is a humble follower, make no declamatory 
statements of this kind. They even want to 
retain the Senate. The hem. gentleman's federal 
leader dor,, not demand it; his leader in thrs 
Chamber does nut demand it. I never heard 
the hem. m' ml er for Barcoo demand the aboli­
tion of the Legislative Council. 

]fir. LESINA: He mnved an atnE'ndrnent. 
1\lr. J. LEAHY : Yes, and for what purpose? 

For the pur~oHe ,,f blocking the hon. member 
for Clermont, and not for the purpose of sup­
porting him. 

:iYfr. LFJSINA: The member for Barcoo signed 
the platform which embodies abolition of the 
Leoislative Council. 

Mr. J. LEAHY : I am not dealing with the 
planks of the Trades Hall at the present time. 
I am not dealing with the mortgage on it which 
has not been JJaid off. I am dealing with the 
Upper House, and I say that our leading demo­
crat' are not clamouring for its abolition. Have 
we heard a single word about the abolition of the 
Senate? Take the case of any of those important 
measures which come before the popular Chamber 
in Melbourne--the franchise and other matters 
-we have it continually dinned into our ears 
what the Commonwealth Parliament are doing, 
but we do not lH·c>r a word from these strong­
minded democrats and sociali,ts about the use­
lessness of the Senate. 

Mr. BOWMAN: Because we have the right to 
appoint them. 

Mr. J. LEAHY : The right to appoint 
whom? 

1\Ir. BowMAN: The members of the Senate. 
Mr. J. LEAHY: I tell the hon. member that 

be has nn Ruch right. 
Mr. Bmn!Ac-i: \Ve have a say in their ap­

pointment. 
J\Ir. J. LEAHY: The hon. member has a 

voice in the election of members of the Senate, 
but he has nothing whatever to do with chang­
ing the constitution of that bocly. Changint; 
the pCl'sonnel of an institution is quite a differ­
ent thing to changing or abolishing the institu­
tion it>•elf. That is what is proposed here-not 
to change the personnel of the Council, but to 
abolish it as an institution. There is no connec­
tion bet\veen the two thing~, and I am surpriMed 
at the bon. member for Fortitude Valley, or 
rather I would be surprised if I did not know 
the way in which he gets boxed up on measures 
of this kind. 

JYir. Bowl\IAN: I would he surprised if you 
supported tt"· abolition of the fossil; who keep 
you where ynu are. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: ::.\obody keeps me where I 
am except myse!f. I tell the hon. member that. 
There is no movement amongst the democracy of 
England, or even amongst the Liberals of ];ng­
]and, to abolish the House of Lords. That very 
distinguished statesman, Mr. Gladstone, pro­
nounced against the Huuse of Lords on more 
than one nee ,sion, but it was always before a 
general election, and as soon as the elections 
were over they got back to the some conditions 
as before, and· the House of Lords remained on 
the same serene and "levated pedestal as before. 
They do not seem to be able to get along without 
it. \Ve have often heard the Upper Chamber 
denounced in popular Chambers in countries 
where the bi·cameral system is in operation ; we 



Proposed Abolition qf [13 SEPTEMBER.] the Lepi-~lative Council. 749 

have heard thunders against Upper Cham­
bers at election times, but it ha~ not lJeen 
thought dtsir.tble or expedient, or in th8 
public interest or the good government of 
the State, to take steps towards its aboli­
tion. I believe Greece and some othel' litt.Ie 
foreign principalities have only one Cham­
ber, but are ·we going to frarne our systtm of 
goverrnnent on the ilalf-san>ge cnn<litions which 
exi.;;t in south-eastern Europe? Half-..savagB 
conditions, where neither life nor property is 
secure, woulr! no doubt be pleasing to the hem. 
member for Cl•,rmont, but I do not think such a 
conr!ition of things will commend itself to the 
majority of this Chamber or tho mojority out­
side. Servia, too, has only one Chamb< r, but 
there they eommit regicide. That would play 
into the hands of the hem. member for Clermont. 

JYir. J__,ESINA: IV e have no king1 hPre. 
Mr. J. LEAHY: It is very dir!icult some­

times to distinguish between a king and a 
dictatur. There is very little- in a. nanlE:", 

.Mr. LESINA: \Vhat about Dr. Jl.hxweH ? 
Mr .• J. L.l<iAHY : He is not included in this 

motion. If he were a member of the Upper 
Chamber it would be an argument in favonr of 
the hon. member's prop·>sition, but nnfortun>ttely 
for the hon. mmnbPr's nwtion he does nut 
happen to be there. I desire to point on\ that all 
the progressive . countries of the world-Ger­
many, :B~rance, England, and America-I atn 
not sure whether I hav,• put them in their 
proper order-have second Legi 'lati ve Chambers. 
\Vhy, in France, \vhich in civili:·m~ion, educa­
tion, and science generally has taken a foremost 
place, the second Chamber ha" the power to 
even turn out Governnlenb:~, and it has done 
it more than once. Three years ago it turned out 
a very powe1 ful Government. I am not at all sure 
that it would not be a wise proposal to give 
th-" U pp -r Honse ev.;n more power th·m it has 
now. As a n1atter of fa.ct its lJO\YerR are far 
gre tter under the Constitntion than they exer­
cise. They defer to the wishes of the popular 
Ohamher in a manner which, 1U1t1er the Con­
stitution, tbe0· are not bound to cl,. Still I 
think they show wisdom in that 1espect. A 
second Chamber is exceedingly usefuL <tnd it is 
necessary to fall back upon it son,etimes. In 
great crises, \V hen the rrlind of the nation is ex­
cited, and when it is not altogether a safe thing 
to trus'c the popular will any more than it is safe 
to trust an excitd individual, it is a ;;ewe! thing 
to have a Chamber which deals wit.h matters 
calmly and serenely, and without any agitati•m, 
until the cooler judgment of the people returns. 

:\Ir. BOWiiiAN : It was very useful fur you last 
session. 

Mr. LESINA: \<Vhat about the recent nomina­
tions? 

I\lr. J. LEAHY: If the motion referr'ed to 
them, we would be able to discu·,; them, but I 
like discussing things in order, and I do not in­
tend to incur the censure of the Sper;ker fclr going 
outside the motion. 

Mr. LESINA: I di•,cussed the matter. 
Jl.lr .• J. LEAHY: If the hon. member did so, 

I m>ty have a word to say on the matter before I 
sit down. Then I point to the American Senate, 
and without discussing the rnerits of the ~Dheme, 
I may oay that it is not elec:ted by the peuple 
:lny more than our Upper House is. It is 
indirect election. I consider it is something to 
be .,.id in favour of that Chamber that, instead 
of being elected directly by the people, it is only 
indirectly elected. The framers of the American 
Constitution in their wi,dom, when they wanted 
to ·provide for the election of a President, 
did not provide that he should be dected 
amid the clamour and excitement of a popular 
election, but they provided that he sbonld 
be elected by electors chosen for that purpose, 

which is ca!lPd by the name of the '' Elect,1ral 
College."' \Ve have the very highest form of 

election in connection with nur Leg-
[5.30 p.m.] ishtive Council. The Mmistry 

came back to this House in an O\'er­
whelming majority. At all events, they are 
suppo;ed to have an overwhelming majority­
they have it sr.metimes thr,,ugb the support of 
those on their o~vvn f.:.ide, and sometimes through 
the support of hon. me111ber; on this side. At 
all e;cmt,, they came back pos"'ssing the con­
fidence of the m:<jurity of the electors-whether 
the people acted rightly or wrongly is quite an­
other matter--and, having the people at their 
hack, they made cert,,in appointments to the 
Council, and tho'e appointments must be credited 
with [,,wing behmd them all the weight and 
influence of the people who appointed those who­
ma.cle those appointments. The appointments 
spring directly from the people, and therefore 
this is the very highe-t form of election, 
and for that renson the other House should 
be ret ;ined. There are Upper Houses in 
other States, like ="ew Zealand, where, owing 
to an alteration in the Constitution, s-orne 
of the members are nominated while others are 
elected. Tbe form of nomination has ceased 
since the change was made in the Constitution, 
and the nmuinated member' remain members 
until they either die or their presence as mem­
bers of the Council is otherwise terminated. I 
submit that is not such a good form of Chamber 
as we have; and it is not an uncommon thing in 
our experience; to know that what is condemned 
to-rhty is the thing that will be adopted in ten or 
twenty years' time. Such a Chamber is useful 
in c.lueenshnd for the purpoee of reviewing-­
not altogether for the purpose of altering'­
legislation. There is some legislation which the 
Council c'nnot initiate ; but for the purpose of 
correcting errors that are due to the haste with 
which legi Jation is rushed through this House, 
when amendment is piled on tbe top of amend­
ment at 11 and 12 o'cl"ckat night in a complicated 
Bill, and it is absolutely impoF,ible fur even 
the man wlc,, drafted th·,t Bill to see the cons•'­
quPnce of those an1en<hnents the t.inH. You 
c:;,nnot take rtway the right of hon. rne1nbers to 
atnend Bills or to propose arnendn1entf', and it is 
therefore a go. cl thing that we have an establish­
ment of this kind to review our work c~tlmly 
and deliberately while we proeeed with other 
buciness, and then send it back to us after they 
havP. ]Jut it in order. Then when it com~'l back 
we can do in a £'?.'"' rninutes w!L:tt it would 
othencCisoe take us hours and days to do, and 
which perhaps we might not be able to do at alL 
That is one of the ad vant:tges of a second 
Chamber. Another point is this: Supposing 
thid House passes this resolution, what force 
has it? 

The SECRI,TAR"f FOR AGRICULTURE: None 
whatever. 

~Ir. J. LEAHY: Absolutely none. The 
other House h:Js just as much right to move for 
the abolition of this House as we have to move 
for their "bolition. In fact, I heard last ni,;ht 
frorn one of 1ny friend~ sitting here thn,t a n1em­
~er of that House Wctr:; going to give notice of ·1. 

motion to abolish the Legislative Assembly. 
They h:we quite as much right to move for the 
abolition of this House, as & useless As,;embly 
that wastes a lot of time and causes a lot of 
expense, a,. we have to propose a rrwti,,n that the 
other Chamber he abolished. There are twe> 
co-ordinate branches of the Legislature. I em­
phasise that. They have just as much right to 
move the abolition of this HousR-except that 
there is a little difference with regard to the 
initiation of money Bills--as we have to say that 
they should be abolished. That is to say, speak­
ing of the two Houses as Chambers. Of course, 

Mr. J.Leahy.] 
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a very important factor is how far the people of 
the country are behind either Hrn"e; but that 
is a question that l am not now dealing with. I 
am dealing with them now as co-ordinate 
branches of the Legislature, and, within the 
limits of the Constitution, one has as much right 
to propose the abolition of the other a> the other 
has the right to propose t!Je abolition of that 
House. 

i\Ir. ;\L-l.UGHAN: Very clever special pleading. 
l\Ir .. J. LEAHY: If the hon. member for 

Ipswich knows anything uhout thP Cou-titution 
it will be rnuch more t.o the point if he gets up 
when I sit down and shows that whM I am 
saying is not in ace Jrdanc,,; vvith the Oonstitu~ 
tion, than to say that it is special pluding. 
Special pleading in itself rneanK absnlntely 
nothing. As " matter of fact, it is a c- rlllpli­
ment if the nature of the special pleuding is 
correct. "\Vhat I am saying is special pleading 
in the sense that it is to the point and within the 
four corners of the resolution. I am not in the 
hahit of rambling all over the country when I 
get up to a'ldrcss the House upon a particular 
point. The mover of the amendment a.<ree' 
with the mover of the resolution, but thinks 
that the Council should be abolished in a par­
ticular way. But what will be the ad van­
tage of this referendum? \Ye shall never get 
anything from it. There is no doubt 
that the people in any country are the 
only thing, but in every country there are 
classes of men who have special knowledge of 
special subjects. TJ1e men on the Darling 
Downs or Be1,udesert have special agricultural 
knowledge. The l'eeple of Charters 'Towers 
have a particular knowledge of mining. There 
are other classes of the community which have 
special knowledge, or more or less knowlerlge, of 
constitutional law and parliamentary practice 
Is it to the experts, or to a commit.tee of experts, 
that we are asked to submit a most intricate 
problem in constitutional law? ~ o. \V e are 
asked to refer it to Tom, Jack, Bill, and Harry, 
who do not know anything about it. The hon. 
member for Charters Tower<, Mr. Burrows, for 
instance, will feel bound to go amongst the 
people and lay his views on the subject before 
them, and no doubt a great many of them would 
believe him, and vote on the question, not 
on its merits, but just as the hon. mem­
ber tells them to vote. The hon. member 
might advi-,e them quite conscientiou,ly how 
to vote, but I venture to say-giving hirn 
all due credit for his consciencious motives, 
and for what knowledge he posser,,es on the 
subject-he would wofully mi,.lecd them because 
he has no knowledge of c msLitutional law. If 
we refer the questimo ~o the people, v; e are ·<sk­
ing them to decide what nine-tenths of them 
know nothing about. All >he members of the 
Labour party would tell them they know all 
about it, but they v. ould place it before the people 
in quite a different light to the real position, and 
then they would ask the peovle to vote on it. If 
that i, not setting np a 'vooden in1af;e, I do not 
kno\v what i,;;;. Nn doubt th~ conscience and 
the judgment of the gre"t bulk of tbe people 
js alwa:; ~ right if a thing i8 put properly 
before them; but if you have people who do 
not understand the thing- themselves putting 
it before the people, bow can you expect 
a proper judgment from the po:ople? It is 
absurd .. Ttle referendum very often gives resulLs 
qmte d1fferent from what we contemplate. I 
w'" looking up the referendum in connection 
with Switzerland, which may be said to be the 
home of the referendum-through which has 
been brought about some of the mo't radical 
legislation which they passed in that country. 
There are two forms of referendum-first and 
:foremost as to whether it is desirable that a 

[Mr. J. Leahy. 

certain thing should be done, and there is a law 
in Switzerbnd by which, after an Act is passed, 
it does not Dome into force until a referendum is 
taken to say whether it shall come into force or 
not. 

l\lr. NIELSON: One is the initiative referen­
dum. 

Mr. ,J. LEAHY: This is the initiative 
referendum, and, i" regard to wme of the 
111nst valuable JegiPh .. .tion pa~sed in Switzerland, 
whPn they came to see how it worked out in 
pr<tctice they knocke l three-fourths of it on the 
head. Very often a revolution~ry meo.snre has 
turned out in smne c tses in Switzerland to be a 
conservative rue·.tt-:.Ure. 

Mr. BO\niAN : The result in regerd to feder­
ation was different to what )<ou expected. 

Mr .• f. LEAHY: ·what does the hem. member 
say about that ? 

Mr. BOWJI!AN : You advocated it very strongly, 
and have been di"appointed e'<er since. 

Mr. ,T. LEAHY: I was in favour of Queens­
land going into a referendum on that question, 
and we went into federation. How can it be 
dh~<tppointing to n1e? 

Mr. Bowii!AN: It is disappointing to you. 
11r .. J. LEAHY: 'There were other considera­

tions introduced afterwards outside the refer­
endum-that is, the election of certain persons to 
fulfil the constitutional duties entailed by the 
Constitution ; that is the portion that is dis­
agreeable to me, not the result of the referendum 
itself, and there is a probahility that the State 
will rise up in its wrath some day and wipe it nut. 

l\1r. BoW1IAN: It wiped your party out in 
connection with fedeml reprc,sentation. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: That i' not within the scope 
of the proposal before the Cham her now. That 
is a matter which is very soon going to be deter­
mined. If we are going to carry on the trian­
gular rluel kind of business at the expense of 
Australia, we shall have another referendum as 
to whether it shall not cccase to exist as an in­
stitution, and the hon. gentleman will get wiped 
out. The only thing that will be heard about 
him will be that some future historian or student 
of Australia, on looking up the rec,,rds of the 
past, will discover that such a name as "Bow­
rnan" erops up occulionally. 

Mr. BowMAN : 'l'hey will find the bouncing, 
bullying member for Bulloo in you. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: 'fhe hon. member does not 
like it. "\Vhy does he not let me proceed with 
my speech? If it comes to a question of bully· 
jng, I arn not in it. 

1\Ir. Bow>L'N: You have got the record in 
this H(mse, and in the depa'rtment you presided 
o,-er your name stinks there to-dr1y. 

Mr. J. I,J£AHY: There are certain attrac­
tions to certains things on thi.< earth. There is 
the magnet and other things, and the hon. gen­
tleman picks up the particular thing he is 
referring to. Other people do not pick it up. I 
am sorry the hou. gentleman cannot conduct 
a discus.>ion of this kind without making ill­
natured remark''\ without b.~c01ning bitterly 
pF rsonal. It is really an axiom in politics that 
if a thing is worth doing at all it ought to be 
done W•?ll. It is not a good thing to give a 
member a knock, but if you can give him one 
at cill gi• e him one t1mt he will remember. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. BO\niAN: I gave you one that you will 
remember. 

}fr. J. LEAHY: However, this is a very in­
teresting discussion, and I an1 getting away frorn 
the two points under discussion. I will confine 
myself to what I was saying just now, that 
there is no ree,son whatever why this resolution 
should be passed. i::\ome very strong reasons 
haYe been given why it should not be pas--ed, 
and I submit we are considering this question 
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altogether apa.rt from a party view, and on th~ 
merits of the case. If we were comid8ring it as 
an ahstract measure that has taken place in one 
of the South American re!Jublico, we would be 
much more capable of giving an abstract opinion 
on the point than on a measure which is mixed 
up here with a que,;tion of p trty politics which 
blinds our view.;. It is a good rule, which a 
keen observer nott::G, that when a rnan 's political 
interest and his moral faculties about justice and 
right comes into conflict he is incapable of 
reasoning on a matter of this kind. It is 
quit.e clear that parliamentary iustitutions 
similar to ours have existed for a long time 
-existed in the most enlightened and progressive 
countries in the world. Look at the United 
.States! They have passed through the greatest 
trials that ever a nation po,ssed through in its 
cour~e from alrrwst obscurity to grc..:ttnPss, and 
although measures of various kinds were pro­
posed after the Civil vVar of 1867, nobody ever 
proposed to abolish the second Chamber. In 
America it io t.l1e most powerful Chamber in the 
world. It has come to the rescue at various 
times, and 'aved the nation from democracy and 
socialism, which was playing havoc in other 
direction,, The Senate is not elected in all cases 
by the people. The States can elect their 
senators as they like, either by the vote of the 
people, or they can appoint them. It is entirely 
a State matter. \Vhen they were amending the 
.Constitution they never suggested - I know 
something abuut the American Constitution­
they never attempted to abolish that Chamber, 
but to alter it. The latest C"mmonwealth 
in the world, which hopes to be a great 
nation, if it is not so now, was launched 
with a second Chamber. Nobody at the 
convention prnposed that it should be otherwise 
than a bi-cameral system-a Parli"ment with 
a co-ordinate Chamber. Nobody proposed to 
alter that Chamber, and nobody proposed to 
abolish it, The bi-cameral system has come 
down from time im!nemorial to uG, and countries 
the most prosperous and civilised, that have 
protected life and property and given general 
security, are States that always bad a double 
Chamber. A Constitntion lives through cen­
turies; it grows and extends and takes up 
greater prominencP if it is a necessary and use­
ful institution, and the Upper Chamber has been 
growing, and ha,-, proved rnost useful aR an insti­
tution. I am speaking nnw of second Chambers 
generally. It has been proved by the fact that 
in Australia the highest intellects of the nation 
have adopted that system. It is tho ,e institu­
tiolls that are not necessary that are uselc,,s­
they pass away, and other institutions take their 
place which are equal to meet the demands 
which a nation makes upon them. Th,, bi­
cameral system of a second Chamber of legisla­
tion ha~ proved useful. It was useful to our 
fathers ; it has been transmitted hy our fathers 
to us as one of the most priceless institutions of 
tbe nation ; and I am quite certain it will be 
handed de1wn to onr pu,terit.y in the full vigour 
in which we hold it now. I shall oppose this 
motion. 

HoNOURABLE 11E~IBERS: Hear, bear! 
Mr. "IIIANN (Cairns): After listening to the 

speech of the hon. member for Bulloo, one can 
onlY come to the conclusion that he believes that 
secZwd Chambers are the things that make for 
the prosperity of most countries on this globe. 
He referred to Greece and some of the Balkan 
States, and urged that the reason those States 
had not risen to become big pro>perous States 
like France and Britain was because they have 
no second Chamber. I take it that to have a 
l'eally great and prosperous nation you want to 
have the peC>ple c0ntented and happy, and the 
hon. gentleman must know that the House of 

Lords is responsible for one portion of the 
J;;rnpire not being contented and happy to-day. 
vVe had in this city a few weeks ago the sight 
of two envoys from Ireland, who had come over 
to plead with Amtralia that we should give them 
onr sympathy and financial help in their struggle 
to get a certain measure of Home Rule from 
Great Britain. 

JI!Ir. KEOGH: They are bound to get it in the 
near future. 

Mr. MANN : The reason why the Emerald 
Isle is not enj •lying the blesoings of Home Rule 
to-day is because the ,~eo!Jle of Bri cain are cursed 
with" seccmd Chcnnber, a Chamber ,,f privilege, 
which is fighting against the well-being and pros­
pPrity and vrogress of England. It is well known 
that the reaccionary party in Great. Britain 
look forwttrd to the Honse of Lords to reject 
every democratic measure that is paseed by the 
House of Oonunom. ::-;rot only have the House of 
Lords thrown out the Home Rule Bill, but they 
have injunously affected another section of the 
commnnit~· with whom I have not so much sym­
pathy as I have with the Irish people. I refer 
to the ,Jews. The ,Jewish people were for years 
debarred from having any of the privilege·~ of 
citizenship in the British Empire, and the Upper 
Chamber was again the culprit. It is well 
known that the J ewisb Disabilities Bill was 
thrown out nineteen times in the House of Lords 
before it finally became law. A House that 
refmes to give to any sections of the 
people their rights as citizens is, I think, a 
reactiomuy of r,t;e worst type. I am astonished 
that the hon. member for Bulluo should preside 
at a meeting in favour of Home Hule for Ireland, 
and then support a second Chamber, when he 
knows that it was the second Chamber in Eng­
land which consistently opposed Home Rule, and 
is responsible for the fact that Ireland does not 
now enjoy Home Rule. They not only threw 
ont the Home Rule Bill '~nd theJewrsh Disabili­
ties Bill, but they also threw out another harm­
less little measure, the Deceased vVife's Sister 
Bill. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I would remind 
the hon. member that it is not proposed to abolish 
the House of Lords. (Laughter.) Tbe motion 
proporccs to abolish the Legislative Council. 

Mr. :\!ANN: I was using it as an illustration 
that U p!Jer Houses mig-ht obstruct good and 
nece"ary legislation, and I was dealing with the 
fact that the Heouse of Lords might have had 
some excuse for refusing to pass the Home Rule 
Biil and the Jewish Disabilities Bill, but they 
went further and threw out a ;,m:1.ll harmless 
piece of legislation like the Deceased \Vife's 
Sister Bill, an Act which had been passed in 
eYery colony, and which was badly wanted in 
England, but which wa3 again and again refused. 
A 1nnre restricted n.1P~sure has, however, been 
pase2d, in order that marriages with a deceased 
wife's sister out here should be made valid in 
Great Britain. The hon. mc·mber for Bulloo 
p,,id that Labour people of Queensland were 
in•,pired by no desire to abolish the Senate, 
which is the UppH' Chamber of the Common­
wealth. I m:~1y say that the hon. member for 
Bulloo is perfectly right in tbat respect. I 
believe the Senate to be a neces"ary Chamber 
for the reason that it protecte, not the privileges 
of property, but the rights of the :States. I do 
not think that the sm>1ller States would have 
gone into federation unless they were sure that 
the second Chamber would look :1fter their 
righte, Now, the Senate, as you are aware, is 
elected by the adults of the Commonwealth, but 
the Chamber wh[ch we are alluding to to-night 
-I refer to the Queensland Upper House-is 
appointed by the Cabinet, or, as some people 
say, by the Premier. 

Mr.Mann.] 
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Nir. KEOGH: Do you want an elective Upper 
Hou,e? 

l\lr. ::YIAXN: I obj"ct to an elective Upper 
IIouse for this reason: That I see no basis npon 
v:hich it can be elected to do any good. I do 
not believe in a restricted franchise, aud I do 
not believe in seeiug· the Upper House elected 
on a lJl'l)perty franchise, becau~e I do not think 
that property sboulJ ha.ve any ::;pecial represen~ 
tation at all. And I do not belie,·e in it being 
e.lected on the same basis as this Chamber, 
bee~use it would simply be a duplicate of this 
Chamber, and as such it would be absoluteiy 
unnece,sarv. Thte hon. member for Bulloo 
claims that the Upper Chamber would have to 
be kept up and lighted just the same as at 
present, and that we would save very little by 
that Chamber being abolished. But anyone 
conversant with this Chamber knows that the 
library is getting very much over-stocked with 
books. They have tn drag the books up narrow 
winding stairs, and pile them away in dark 
corner::::, \V here they are getting rotten and n1oth­
eaten, and if we abolished the Upper House we 
woulrl find it useful as a repository. for our 
book·-. It would be better to have the use of the 
Upper House for prese1·ving books in -tead of 
preserving foss1ls. 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Mr. KROGH: Are yuu going to talk it out? 
Mr. MANN: No. I do not want to talk it 

out. As a matter of fact, I would like it to go 
tu a votf-, but I d" not think that the passing of 
a vote to-night is likely to affect the Upper 
Charn ber in the least. If a referendum is taken 
-although mernbt·rs of this Chamber claim that 
a refercmdum would do no good-I claim that it 
would do good for this reason : If a huge 1najority 
of the penple of Qneensbnd declared that they 
only want one Chmnber, it v.·ould do gontl be­
cause we would then have a good case to go home 
to the Home Government, and plead that one 
Chamber is sufficient for the small populatwn of 
a phtce lik,- Queensland. I do not want to pre­
vent thie m.,tion from going- to a vote, lnit I 
would like to see a referendum of the peJple 
taken for the abolition of the Upper Honse. 

2\Ir. KEOGH (BoHewood): I have only got two 
o1· three minutfes, lmt I would like to say that I 
am in favour of the Upper House ret:tining the 
position that it occupies to-day. 'l'he gentlemen 
who are now occupying the Treasurv benches 
advocated in their platform that they were not 
prepared to allow any other per:,ons to be put 
for· ward for the Upper House, but since they 
ho,ve occupied the Treasury benches they have 
nominated thirteen members. That show" con­
cltwively that they are decidedly in favour of the 
Upper House as it is constituted at preseDt. If 
I had my own way in this matter, I would like 
to see the Upper House constituted under the 
same provisions as that of the Upper Hon~e in 
Victoria. It should be a representative Chamber 
-an elective one. Our Upper House is elected 
by the gentlem<>n who occupy the Tre9sury 
heuches now. Niy impression with regard to the 
U ~per and Lower Houses is that we shonld not 
have the numbers in those Houses that we have 
got at present. 

At 7 o'clock the 'Hot!se, in ac~ordance with 
Sessional Order, p1·oceeded with Gove1·nment 
business. 

SUPPLY. 

RESUMPTioN OF CoMMITTEE. 
~TXANOIAL STATEi\IICNT-RESUi\!PTION 0.' DEBATE. 

Question-That the sum of £300 be granted to 
defray the salary of the llide-de·c~.mp to His 
Excellency the Governor-stated. 

[Mr.Mann. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLTC LANDS 
(Hon. ,T. T. Bell, Dalby): This has been a long 
debat''· I do not know that we can call it a 
luminous debate, but in regard to some of its 
aspects, at all event,, I think we m:ty fairly 
characterise it as a lurid debate. Although the­
debate has been on the FinaTJcial S: atement, it 
has certainly not been distinguished by much 
financial analysis, and th><t I think is really a. 
tribute to the Budget delivered hy the leader of 
the House. Having regard to that fact-to the 
absence of any serious criticism in the multi­
tudinous S!Jeeehes which have been made-and 
having n·gard ais\) to the tone of the remarks. 
made by the leader of tha Opposition, who ia an 
old Treasurer, I am bound to say that the whole. 
discussion has been one that redoundd as a con1-· 
piiment to the Treasurer. The debate has not. 
b8en a financial debate at all. It ha& partaken. 
of the character of debate on the Address in 
He ply. 

An HoNOURABLE l\fE1[BER : Is it not in order? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

I should think that the proper person to address 
a query of that kind t" is the Ch4irnmn, and not 
n1yself. There has, t)f crmrse, been son1e criticism 
nwde in regard tu the Go\·ernnteut as a whole. 
The action of Dr. i\Iaxwell in connection wiLh tbe 
central sngar-mills has been repeatedly dilated 
upon by hon. members. That matter has been, 
dealt with, and will be dealt with, by the 
:Ministers more particularly concerned. \V e· 
have had crir icisms rnade upon various depart­
ments-the Home Dep,ntment, the Dep>mment 
of Agricultme, and tbe department over wJ,icn I 
have ttJe honour to preside. \V ell, i suppose it 
is rather early to look for the final summing up 
of my administ.ration of the Land, Department. 
I know, howe,·er much I may respect this 
Chamber, that when I turn round for the final 
verdict of my Ct~nnection with that department, 
and the work I have done, or tried to do, I shall 
look for a lar;rer jury and a wider c 'lrt. than is 
comprised within the four walls of this Chamber. 
I shall louk to the people at large who are 
connected with land settlement in Qneerdand, 
and to a jury of that kind-I ""Y it ir, no spirit of 
arrogance-I shall apJ,eal with confidence. Ieball 
ah:;o appeal, when the proper time come~, t') 
whatever body of men compri-:e this Chamber. 
I say that in order that it may be known tbat in· 
addition to the representatives assembled here 
there is a wider ar<"na outside that speak" 
authoritatively upon these matters. This de hate 
has be-n chamcterised Ly one particular speech 
that fell from the hon, member for Clermont, 
that in its type and in its character I declare 
that so far as my knowledge of Parliament rs con· 
cerned has m ver b· en approached in this Cham­
ber. So far as the absence of c >Urtesy, honour, 
argurnent, re~traint, or any of those qual1ties that 
among educ:1ted men are supposed to represent 
a civilised man are c'mcerned, there has never 
been a deliverance made in this Clmmber that 
has shown so great an ahsence of those qualities 
as the remarks which fell from the member for 
Clermont. 1 shall endeavour in the obsen at ions 
I make to keep myself within the fuur corners of 
the Standing Orders and the unwritten law of 
Parliament, but it is not very easy for a man to do 
so who has been attacked in the way I have been 
-not merely in that speech the other night, but 
repeatedly in previous sessions, and after expla­
nations thatnoreasonableman hesitates to accept. 
There is this to be .;aid about this subject, that 
the hon. member for Clermont is the fir><t man 
who has ever, to my knowledge, wantonly out­
raged that unwritten law of Parliament­
although in recent yeare the principle has found 
expression in a general way in our· Standing 
Orders-he is the first man who has ever 
wantonly outraged that unwritten law,. that 
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those who are against the Government should 
sit in oppo~ition. That is based upon the 
British feelir;g that if a man fights he shouhl 
fight in front. 

HosorRABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear I 
The ::lECl:~ETAltY JWRPUBLIC LANDS: 

If he is against the Governtnent he should sit 
opposite to that Government. I have heard the 
hon. member for Clermont critici.,e the present 
method by which :\1inisters are chosen. I have 
he>trrl him advoco.te elective Ministrie~. The 
hon. me m her in his criticisms and his conduct 
has shown that he does not appreciate tbe prin­
ciples of parliamentary government. If the 
hon. member know" anything about those facts, 
he would not comr,ort himself as he does, show­
ing that he has not that inherent instinct of 11 

parliamentarian which ought to belong to every 
member of Parliament. If he hC<d he would 
never sit on that back bench immediately behind 
the Government, listening tr; everything that 
goes on on the Treasury bench--a miserable 
eavesdropper posing as a smgle-minded patriot. 

Mr. LESINA: I rise to a point of order. 
Is the hfm, gentlernan in order in referring to 
me as a rr~iset·'1.b}e ej_vrsdrfJpper? 

The CHAIRMAN: It is certainly irregular, 
but I do not feel justifie•i in calling the hon. 
member to order, con~idering the provocation 
the bon. member for Clerrnont has given him. 

Mr. L:B~SIN A : Shall I ba entitled to use the 
same word? 

The CHAIRMAN: Will the hon.·gentleman 
resume his ::;rat? 

Mr. LESINA: I want to ask you a question. 
The CHAIRJ\IA~: ·wm the hon. member 

take his seat? 
Mr. LESIN A: I ''ant to ask you a question. 

\Vi!! I be rult-d out of ordee if I refer to you as a 
miserable ea vesdropp< ' ? 

The CHAIR:YIA~: The hon. member must 
resume his s~·at. 

:l\Ir. LJ<;SIN A : If not, I shall use the same 
language. 

'l'he ::lECRETARY FOil PFBLIO LA1\DS: 
The hon. member i another exemplific::ction of the 
saying that "cocktails" never run \veil under the 
whip. It is well known that the hon. member has 
not att~cked me and my department for the first 
time rlurir,g this debate. He has done it in pre­
vious sessions. Before I dea.l with what he has 
said, I wish to call the attention of the Com­
mittee to the general nature of the bon. mem­
ber's criticisms and the trouble tn which he goes, 
or does not go, in order to ascertain the fact" J or 
rather the statements, on which he bases his 
charges, after thnse staternents have been 
refuted as compl ;tel.:· as it was poseible to 
refute anything on this earth ; and I invite 
the Committee to turn their attention to 
last se,sion, when tbe hon. member for 
Clermont brought cenoain charges against 
me in connectiun with North Ooomnga­
when he said that I nr my wife hod, to use his 
own choice 1angur~.ge, "choused'' out two selac­
tors from the land in order to acquire it for 
myself. I gave the House, at the time, the 
facts of the case, and later on in the session I 
produced from those two individnalci letters 
giving a complete denial to the statement of the 
hon. member that I had "choused "them out of 
their selections. If hon. members e:.<re to turn 
up Hansard, they will find those letters in the 
volume for last session, under date the 23rd 
August, at page 451. Those letters gave as com­
plete an answer to the charge of the hon. mem­
ber as it is possible to do. The two men wrote 
themselves, and said the statement had no foun­
dation in fact. vVhat did the hon. member do? 
Did he get up as a man and apologise, and say 
he had made a mistake? Nothing of the kind. 
The hon. member concealed himself behind the 
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phrase that "where there is smoke there must 
be fire." He had not the decency to get up and 
apologise. 'l'he Committee will also remember 
my statement with regard to the small run 
known as South Cooranga. The hon. member 
returns to his charge in conuection with than 
holding. I do not propose-it is not necesimry­
to repeat the explanation J g.we last session in 
connection with the lease of that rnn, but 
I turn round now to the hon. member 
and say this: that I propose to invite my 
leader, when he returns next week, to move 
for a Select Committee to inquire into matters 
connected with South Cooranga, and specifi­
cally to ascertain whether in the discharge 
of my duties as :Minister for Lands in connec­
tion with that holding I was guilty of any 
dishonourable act. On this condition, Mr. 
J ackson: that if the committee says I was guilty 
of a dishonourable act, I undertake at once to 
resign my seat. If, on the other band, the 
con1mittee do not say so, but exonerate m.g 
from such a charge, the hon. member for 
Clermont will undertake within twenty-four 
hours to re ·'ign his seat. Does the hon. 
member accevt my challenge? 

HoNOuRABLE .ME>IBERS : Hear, hear ! That's 
perfectly fair. 

Mr. LESINA: No; you het he doesn't. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Is there any language within recognised parlia­
mentary usage with which I can characterise such 
conduct? The hon. member returns to the 
charge, and accuses me of dishonourable actions, 
and when I ask for a Select Committee, chosen 
fairly from all sections of the House, to inquire 
into the truth of his charges, he is not man 
enough to stand up to his guns. 

Mr. LEsiXA: Don't get excited. Keep your 
temper. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
There is this difference between the hon. mem­
ber and myself: that when there is any reflection 
cast upon my honour I do get excite:l. The hon. 
mernber does not care a '(tinker's curse" for his. 
This Committee understands the bearing of this 
matter. I hope the wider arena of Queensland, the 
people who sent us here, will understand the 
matter, and gauge the hon. member at his proper 
worth, and realise the consequen,;e of this inci­
dent. I h~tve undertaken to resign at once if 
the committee do not exonerate me. The hon. 
member has not the manliness to say he will do 
the same thing. The fact is the hon. member 
has become alarmed at a recent happening in the 
Sydney Parliament. (Hear, hear, and laughter.} 
He has an exemplar there, his employer, the in­
dividual who pulls the strings which make him 
do his dancing in this Chamber, who made a 
similar challenge in an ext.remely rash moment, 
and who met the fate which the hon. member fears 
to meet. I venture to say that so long as the hem. 
member for Clermont is in public life in Queens­
laud-and I am disposed to think that it is going 
to be a briefer period than he imagines--

Mr. LESIXA: Yes, if you can prevent it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKDS: 
The electors of Qneensland will never forget that 
he wa -~ not garne to res1Jond to 1ny challenge~ 
Now, during the course of his remarks the hon. 
member said, when he was describing the 
lamentable departures from the paths of rectitude 
on the part of this Adrninistr<ttion,-when he 
was deploring the existing condition of things 
and the absence of principle, which, as he says, 
is a conspicuous feature of this Administration, 
that-

We have not had these things in connection with 
previou~:~ Governments. They have spent money in 
m~-my instances upon things that were not justifiable. 
They made blunders in connection with tank engines 

Hon. J. T. Bell.] 
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and things like that, of which we all complained when 
they were over here; but they never, so far as we ever 
heard-and there were twenty-two or twenty-three 
incisive Labour critk.;; sitting on those benches who 
watched every action of the Government both publicly 
and priva-tely, and we never discovered that they were 
working into one another's hands and into rnch other's 
pockets in this fashion. If they had done s.o, the l:ltory 
would have been told, not by me only, but hy twenty 
other Labour members. 

In other words, it has reniained to this Govern­
ment to sbow to what depths of political turpi­
tude they could reach. :IS ow, what are the fac"s? 
If you turn up the record of the hen. member for 
Clermont in connection with parliamentary busi­
ness you will find that on nearly eveq subject 
on which he has delivered himself he has suggested 
that the Government of the day, no matter who 
the men were who cmnposed it, were doing smne 
immoral act in order to benefit themselves indi­
vidually. 

Mr. J. LEAHY : He never n.ttacked you as 
much as he did me. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I do not know why the hon. member should go 
hack on his friend in this way. He cannot 
throw dust in our eyes. \Ve know exactly what 
the hon. member for Clermont has done for the 
hon. member for Bulloo, but we can only con­
jecture what the bun. member for Bulluo has 
done for the hon. member for Clermont. 
(Laughter.) There is no necessity for the hon. 
member to put his hand to his mouth in that 
way. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: That is a habit I derived from 
you. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Now, I will give only one or Lwo quotations from 
an extremely voluminous selection to justify my 
statement that the whole attitude of the hon. 
member for Clermont since he has been a mem­
ber of this Chamber has been one of innuendo and 
insinuation that the men who composed the. 
JYfinistries of the day were men who were merely 
a lot of blackf(uards taking advantage of their 
temporary occupancy of the 'l'reasury henchas to 
benefit themselves !Jersonally. 

Mr. LESIKA: There are some exceptions, but I 
do not include you. 

The SECJ;tET ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I find that in 1901 the hon. member for Clermont 
subjected the hon. member for Balloo to some 
criticism. He suggested, in connection with the 
Chillagoe company, that there was collusion 
between the hon. member for Bulloo in his 
cn.pacity as a member of the Government and 
this association. 

Mr. J. LEAHY : I had no connection with that 
association at all. 

The SECRET AllY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The ban. member for Clermont was asking for 
information upon the agreement, and he said, 
referring to the hon. member for Bulloo-

I ask that copies of that agreement shall not only 1Je 
placeli in the boxes of hon. members, and laid on the 
table of the HousP,. but that it shall be pnblished 
through the Press of Q.neensland. If the 3.1inister 
refust·, that we may infer, although it may be 'laid we 
take a sordid and suspicious vie\V of the matter, that 
thiR being a company in which the :.\Iinistcr is In­
terested, he is concerned with his particular pocket 
interest, anrt. he floes not care to make public the 
agreement which has been made between the Cam~ 
missioner for Railways and the Chillago3 Company. 

The hon. member, in the same year, in July, 
said-

I say it is an astounding thing that a Secretary for 
Railways should in his private capacity sign cheques 
for the Chillagoe Company. The thing is intolerable, 
and it is only the beginning of a system that will 
extend its ran1ifications throughout the colony, unless 
the people stop it. 

Mr. J, LEAHY: That is not true. 

[Hon. J.1'. Bell. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I am not suggesting that it i". I am merely 
saying that the hon. member for Clermont said 
so. He goes on to say-

If it is not checked the time will shortly come when 
:\Iinisters 'vill be merely an executive committee acting 
on behalf of big railway and mining corporations in this 
Chamber. 

JYir. LESINA: Hear, hear ! 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

In August of 1901, when dealing with the 
question of the repnrchased estates, he finds 
that one of t.he estates belong;; to a full brother 
of the representative of the Government in the 
Upper House. You see at once the deduction 
to b8 drawn from that. This i.s the statement 
made by an hon. member who during the 
course of this debate deplores, apparently, 
the purity of vanished day". I find that in 
December, 1901, the hon. member seid-

Then, again, there is the Fitzroy Estate. In view of 
the fact that one of these estates in particular has been 
a frightful failure, and the transaction has been 
characterised outside by very hard namPs, and pro­
bably at election time it will be characterised by even 
harder names, I think we should take exception to this 
Bill being passed-to involve ourselves in the additional 
expenditure, or the additional liabilities which are 
involved under this Bill. 

Then he said again m December, 1901-
I can ~peak freely on this matter here. because I am 

not tied to t,he chariot wheels of any financial institu­
tion. I am not like some hon. members-who are 
shareholders in the Bank of Australasia-who desire to 
see the purch::tse of the Durunclur Estate rushed through 
this Hou~e. 'rhere are wheels w1thin wheels in politics 
as in everythi'vg else, ana. when a financial institution 
puts its thumb down and pulls the strings, Parliament 
occasionally does things that they are sorry for after­
wards. I recognise that there are members of this 
House who are shareholders in the Bank of Australasia, 
and they wish to get money out of the Treasury for 
this purpose. I think their action is a disgrace to any 
Parliament that permits it. 

This, I repeat, is the hon. member who asserts 
that this is the first Government who have laid 
themselves open to criticism of that kind. He 
goes on-

He wonld like to point out, however, that if there bad 
been such a measure on the statute-book in Sir Thomas 
)1ciiwraith's time he would have been able to unload 
all the rotten t~roperties he posse!'sed on this State. 
He was satisfied that, if the clause went through in its 
present form, the Durundur Estate, to which reference 
had been made, would be purchased by the Govern­
ment, and the Queensland ~ational Bank, which at 
present had that property in their possession, would 
be enabled thereby to get rid of an estate they were not 
particularly jn love with. 

He had to be corrtcted, and told that the Queens­
land National Bank had nothing whatever to do 
with it. I finJ that in 1899 he said-

\Vc have not heard enongh, and the hon. gentleman 
will hear more of it. It is a matter which ought to 
involve the fate of this Government, and probably will, 
before it is all over. lion. members should realbe that 
in this we have the beginning of the Tammany system 
which has made Now Yorl( t-l~ perf~ r:t hell upon m1rth. 

The Pa.g:ni"R: You do not believe in lands for agri­
cultnral:::ettlement at all. 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUJ~LIC LANDS: Your own side 
take«i so little intere,,,t in the matter that you are the 
ouly one present. 

Ho also said in December, 1899-
Unfortunately the'>e transactions are practically com­

pleted, but we are not in possession of the complete 
details, and we want more light. An honest Govern~ 
ment will ne\·er fear more light, but from the tardy 
fashion in which we have got this corre.::,pondence, from 
the laggard. snail-like pace at which the Government 
have vrovided us with information about the J3arron 
}

1 ::JJls lease and similar cases, it seem~ to me that the 
Government are desirous of establishing a smother-up 
policy, a keep~it-dal'k policy; but that is & policy 
which the country should set its face against, and we 
should demand that such a policy should come to an end 
-a policy which permits Ministers, which permits 
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small sec'tions, which permits officers in the depal·t­
ments to do as they like, smothering correspondence, 
which permits of faked correspondence being placed on 
the table for tlle purpose of mislrading hou. members 
on this side, so that they cannot form a correct opinion 
about public questions--

Then he makes a reference to another Minister­
as honest a man as ever stood in this Assernbly-­
I mean the Hon. J. F. G. Foxton. He suggests 
that that gentleman was influenced by con­
siderations of relationship in an appointment 
th:J.t was made. All this could be repe:J.ted ad 
i 11fi,~ittwt. The observations that the hnn. 

- tnernber 111ade the other evening 
[/.30 p.m.] auout this Government could be 

repeated ad nausearn in the pages 
of preceding Hcmsa1·ds. I do not wish to we.<ry 
the Committee, as I uudonbtedly should, by 
giving these quotations at any iurther length. 
I can only say that the statement of the hnn. 
member-for he stated that in effect-that this 
is the first time he has evAr had to criticise a 
Government in the particular way in which he 
·criticised this Administration the other night is 
absolutely a statement that has no foundation 
in fact. 

Mr. LESHiA: You were sitting on the same 
side as them when I made those statements, and 
they apply as much to-day as then. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Then the hon. member made an allusion that, 
under all the circumscances, it would have been 
wiser for him to ha\e avoided. It was on an 
occasion '\vhen there was a rnotion for his sus­
pension, and during the division he said-allud­
ing to his colleagues-

The Labour caclgers have gone out instead of staying 
to vote. They ha.ve noL the courage to stay. I do not 
mind you htughing, ::Ur. ~1oxton. Your creditors will 
shake you up by and by. They are banging about the 
House now. John Leahy, the usurer--

And at that moment the hon. member was 
properly stopped. This io a quotation that I 
think it necessary to give in view of later de­
velopments in this Assen1biy and in Queensland 
politics. Alluding to the hon. member for Bulloo, 
the hon. member said-

Ko prominent Labour man and no secretary of any 
Labour union has been baled before the "beak" on 
-such a charge. 'rhe }Iinister for Uail\vays should be 
the last mau absolut; ly to talk about criminals a.nd 
crime in this Chamber. However. we will drop that 
matter; it is as nauseous as the illllividual who read 
Dnt the list. If I WCl'C to gh·"_: the care:_:r of tlle hon. 
gentleman. af; it is 1"-n('\Yn to me and rnnny others, it 
would make v<1ry int9restin~ reading in Hatvsnrrl. If 
I were to refer to ~kibbereen, in Ireland, the no-rent 
~gitation, "information g-iven with rti'pect to secret dis­
tilleries, and his career since his arrintl in the State, 
in<"'ludillb the three-card tdck and rnnnin; a back block 
she been, I would probably rai··Je the hair on tlw heads 
of :-:ome hon. membm '· Bnt I clo not de'' ire to do that. 
[l\Ir. P. J. LL.\.HY: 'l'here is no truth in wlmt you say.] 

Hos. R. PHILP: I rise to a point of orrler. 
I.s the hon. gentleman justified in publicly 
slandering an hon. mmnher of this House? Is 
there any reason why, becau"e be has been 
slandered by one of his o·;.·n supporters, he 
should bring in all the• ·e things that have noth­
ing whatever to do with the Financial Statement, 
and are serious slanders on oue of his political 
opponents? 

Mr. P. J. LEj.HY: And which are absc,lutely 
false. 

The CHAIRMAN : I would like to under­
st .md from the hem. member for Townsville the 
Bxact nature of his point of order. 
Ho~. R. PHILP : In quoting from Hcmsard 

of nine or ten years ago a matter with which 
this House has not the slightest concern. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: It OC· 
curred in 1903. · 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: You must know that it is 
false. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for 
Townsville asks whether what the Secretary for 
Lands is quoting is relevant to the debate. It 
seems to me that the Minister is defending him­
self against a charge made by the ban. member 
for C!ermont of personal corruptirm; and the 
Minister, in defending himself, desires t<J show 
the character of the bun. member who has made 
that charge. 

The SECRET AllY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : Hear, 
hear! 

HoN. R. PHILP: At the same time, he is 
slandering a political oppone,nt. 

The CHAIRMAN: At the present moment I 
c.:tnnot ston th8 S:cn"tary for Lands. 

The SECRETAHY l<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
No man knows and believes rrwre thoroughly 
than I do the absolute falsene"s of the state­
ments that the !:.on. member for Clermont made; 
but I a m going to show the later developments 
that have taken place-the rapprochement that 
has taken place between these two individuals in 
these later days, and the collusion or the con­
spiracy-if I were to use the proper word-that 
now exists between the slandered and the slan­
derer in ref(ard to this Administration. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY : That is quite faise. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Of course it is quite fabP" 
Mr. P. J. LEAHY: And so is your statement 

with regard to the collusion. 
'fhe SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC LAI\DS: 

\Vel!, we shall see ahont that. 
The CHAIRMAN: Do I underetand the hon. 

gentleman to charf(e the hon. member for Bulloo 
with being in collusion with the hon. member for 
Clermont '. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: Yes, he stated it. 
Mr. J. LEAHY: And he made the statement 

when I was out of the Chamber. That is just 
like him. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. gentleman is 
not justifier! in making charges like that against 
hem. members. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAI\DS: 
Do you Scty, :Yfr. J,cksnn, that I arr; ou~ of order 
in saying, wrth reg·arrl to the .ttttrturJe of the 
hon. member for Clermont and ttre hmJ. member 
for Bulloo, that there is collusion between them? 

~Ir. ,T. LRAHY: It would be a lie. 
The CHAIR:\IAN: The hon. gentleman is 

not in order in making a charge nf that kind. 
OPPOSITION J\l!mBERS: He.or, bear ! 
The SECRETARY :B'OR PUBLIC I ... ANDS: 

I bow most respectfully to yom: ruling, lVIr. 
.J ackwn and I ,Lall endeavour to finrl. some 
euphemism in order to conYey the impression I 
distinctly wish to convey, and shall convey out­
RidP thi~ H,)u~e a.;:: vvell as jn it. 

l\Ir. KROGH : You are not game to do it out­
side the House. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
The SECRETAHYFORPFBLIO LA::'i'DS: 

If I am not able to call it collusion, let me c.uy 
that there is an understanding between them. 

l\Ir. J. LEAHY: Well, I >ay that is a lie. 
'J'he CHAIR:\I .-\N : Order ! 
TheSECRF;TARYFOR PUBLICLAXDS: 

That dL.es not di,turb my equanimit.y in the 
least. I do not believe it is a lie. I believe it is 
an absolute fact. 

The CHAill:viA:N: I trust the hon. gentle­
man will not disregard the ruling I have given. 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I shall not us' the word "collusion" any long·er. 
I find that in 1903 the hon. member for Clermonu 
said with regard to the hon. member for 
Bulloo-

I reecntly went through ver~r caref111ly the Auditor­
General's report for last year. I go through that report 
carefully every year because they send out ii:spectors 
to audit the accounts of schools of arts, hosp1talB, and 

Hon.J.T.Be.ll.] 
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other institntions, and, bv tb.e waY, am reminded 
that certain books in collnection \l'ith the 'rhargo­
rnindah D1vi.::~ion}tl Board diRappc'':Lred very mysteriously 
in a fire on the ho11. 1-{Cntlem:w's premises there. [::\Ir. 
P .. J. LEAIIY: That is absolutely untrne. 1'hey are 
there, and have always ber:n there.] It is very pleasing 
for me to hear they still exist, lmt I think their where­
abouts is still a. matter of considerable interest. 

The hon. memher for Clermont-and he has 
repeated this performance more than onee-on 
its being pointed out. to him that a statement 
impugning'"' hon. member's honour that he has 
Inade is incorrect, says-

It is very pleasin~~ for me to hear they still exist, but 
I think their whereabouts is still £L matter of consider­
able interest. 

Here was an hon. member making a charge 
against another hon. member which impugned 
his personal honesty-a charge that was about as 
despicable a charge as one man could make 
against another ; and what do we find? To-d'"Y 
-this only occtHTtd in 1903-tlle hon. member 
for Bulloo sits cheek by jowl with the hon. 
member for Clermont. 

Mr. LESINA ; He does not. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA"'DS: 
They are putting their heads together always. 
They play bi!lia.rds t<H:Pther. (Ln,nghter.) I 
say that deliberately, and it is no credit to the 
hon. member for Bulloo that such is the case. 

Mr. J. I,EAHY: If you don't take care, I shall 
get up and give you ~<m1ething-very quickly, 
too. 

The SECRETAltYFOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I say that when <>ne man has made the reflec­
tions on the personal honour of the hon. member 
for Bniloo that have been made by the hon. 
member for Clermont, and then in these few 
month,, __ 

Mr. J. LEAHY : I rise to a point of order. 
Is the hon. geutle1nan in order in opening up a 
personal affair between myself and another 
member of this Chamber? I think I am quite 
capr.ble of taking my own part. I ask for a 
ruling on the point. It has hf'en t·nled in this 
Chamber frequently that reflections of a per­
Ponaln::..ture are out of order. 

The CHAIR1L~X: I have already given my 
ruling. The Ser· et·1ry for Public Lands is not 
in order in In~king personal reflections upon the 
hon. member for Bulloo. 

The SEORETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
Let me refer to the matter in a political "en:,e. 
The hon. meuber for Bu!loo, who was the object 
of the criticism on the part of the hon. n•ember 
for Clermont which I have just read cmt, ife one 
of thn"e who are doing their best to put <mt this 
Administration. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: That is a lie. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must ask the 
hon. member for Bul!oo t<> withdraw that expres­
sion. The hon, member knows that it is out of 
order to call another hon. member a liar. 

Mr. J. LEAHY : I said the statement is a lie. 
I do not ":y the bon. gentleman told a lie. 
Somebody may have misinformed him. 

The SECHJ~TARYJWR PUBL1C LANDS: 
I find that the hon. memuer for C 1ermont quite 
recently addressed a question to the Treasurer, 
who is no'tv abt:ient, in C(JllD<.:>ction with certain 
matter~, tond when th~se interrogations were 
ignored, the hon. member made use of these 
words-

\Vill I be in on1er, Jir. Sp(<tker, in moving that the 
papers in connection with the Xative Oat mining syndi­
cate be tabled? 

Now I go bn,ck to the 23rd October, 1901, when I 
find that the hon. member for Clerrr.ont made a 
most fervid defence of the then member for Rock-

fHan. J. T. Bell_ 

hampton, the present head of the Government, 
in connection with the charge,·: in relation with 
the Native C:tt mine. 

l\1r. Lgsi/>'A: Hear, heart 
The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

He mad" this defence in reply to the attack of 
the hon. membt:r for Bulloo, and yet, desvite that 
-although th•: hon. member for Clermont defen­
ded the pre~ent head of tbe Government from 
any insinuation againtit his honesty in connect1on 
'vith the rnine~yrt the hon. rnernber does not 
scruple when he F' ots a ,,nub from the Treasurer 
to allude to the Native Cat swindle. 

:Mr. LESINA: Yes, I have "een several thing·s 
since that. The Treasurer signed a document to 
prevent a criminal prosecution in c mnectiun with 
that very case. I did not know it was in exiot­
ence then. I have got it now, and I will read it 
out wben you have finished. 

The CHAilUVIAX: Order, order! 
l\11·. J. LJ<;AHY: It is tl>e most contemptible 

exhibition Wt~ have witne~; 'ed yet. 
The CHAIR:\IAN: Or<k·! 
TheSECH,ETAI:tY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Then, during the course of this debate, the hem. 
Ine:mber ::;in~;led out 1ny cnlle: 1gue, the Secretary 
for A6riculture, for some criticisrns. He rE-':'ll a 
long ex(;ract~wh:ch be read ()Ut very carefully 
in order to gPt it into H(nnnrd~headed, "A 
Sensational Indictment Ag::inst Queen,.Jnnd 
Butter ::\Ianufacturer,;," tvken from the JHel­
bonrne Age. Th:tt statement reflected distinc~ly 
up.n the honesty of the Silverwood Butter Com­
pany, one of the chief proprietors of which is 
the ;:.)l::crctary for ~.\.griculture. .And the hon .. 
rnernber, in quoting that extract, went on to 
comrnent upnn it. r'\ll this, of cour~e, w,,s a 
hysterical stat-ment. He said-

\Yhat do you call this~!'.mart practicB? This is an 
honest Government, the cream 0f rlr mocratic Co..-e-rn­
ment, and yet a member of it go,·s in for this kind of 
business, and his colleagnes in the Cabinet stiCk to 11:m 
likf" ~llle. 

The t;~,:RETAHY EOR PuBr.lc L~\XDs :. Are you suggest­
ing that he {lid it? 

3ir. I~E'3I:_\l" A : His firm clid it. 
rrhe SJ•:CRET.I._RY YOR PrBLlC ILl,_.\' D.'-': Do you say that 

he, the ~;.:eretary for Agnculture, did it~ 
:J.lr. LESIX..1: I suvpose he'' winked the other eye." 

Then I reminded the hon. gentleman of a little· 
financial tntnsaction he had with the Secretary 
for Agriculture, and the hon. gentleman met it 
by srtying, "Th>tt showo the i:cdependence of my 
criticism8." Does iT> ? I shall be very glad to 
hear what the Committee <'Y!cl the country think 
of it after f read them this letter. This is a 
letter written by the hon. member for Clerm<>nt, 
who n.adethe traducing remarks I have just read 
out in regard to the Secretary fnr Agriculture on 
the 30th August, 190·1, and I observe it was 
writt-'n on parliamentttry paper, dated from 
Reid, or Keid street, South Brisbane, and it 
runs as follows :-

Dear :\1r. Denham,-I wish you would do me an 
immediate :..:ervicc. Ton knmv that most of U::; Lrtbour 
~Dl.P. ha Ye nothing bnt our salaries to depend. upon 
to kt: JP the 'volf from the door. Between the dissolu­
tion and the return of the writs no, salary is fortlteom­
ing:. Althongh I h~1ve been returned unoppo::;ed, the 
unwritten la\V of the organhm.tion is that \V8 shall 
assh;t hteh other at onr own expense. I ha' :; n.rried 
out that part of our programme to the lf~ttcr, and I find 
my~elf srnnewhat in debt in consequence. I havB no 
<lebts. in the State. I owe no man a penny. bnt during 
the recess I have fallen back in my payments to my 
mother in 1\ew South Wale"''· I shall have to wait 
untlllst September before I can draw a pt.nny of my 
ya.rliamentary pay. If you eau assist me to the ext.ent 
of £10 I shall pny you at the rate of £2 per month until 
the amount is repaid.. 

l\'Ir. KEOGH : Is not that honourable enough? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
Oh, yes; that is all right. 

You will pardon me for approaching you in this. 
matter but to tell you the honest truth, although I 
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have been in acti 'le public life in connection with my 
own party during the p:1st eight or nine years in 
'9n~ensland, I ~o not know a member of that party, 
Ins1de or outsule ot the House, tha.t I would care to 
approach. If you should be good enoncrh to assist me 
in this matter I sllall not forget it. I sl~all be able to 
repay you by Febnlary, and I shall do so· of that there 
shall be no doubt. I will give you such security as I 
am ::ble to, and will call upon you at your office or 
awa1t your pleasure by letter addrt.··,sed to me at Pariia­
ment House. 

I am, 
Yours fait.hfnilv, 

JOE LE~I:i"A. 
Mr. HARD A eRg : The only di"honourable thing 

abou1~ that is your reading it. 
'l'lw SECHBTARY FOR PUBLfC LANDS: 

No 'euurity was demanded. The only thing 
'vluch \Vas ~ent to tbe hun. rnernber was a cheqne 
for £10, p ,yabl<l to order. And le .t there sliould 
be any disposition on the part of the hou. mem­
ber to forget whether he got i:. or not, I am able 
to tell tht· Committee that on the ba.ck of it is 
writtan~in orcler that there shall be no doubt 
about it~ payment-not n1erely "V. B. J. 
Lesina," but also "J oe I.esina." 

l'vir. KEOGH : \Vh~t about the money you got 
to pay your election expem;es? 

'l'be CHAII~l\IAN: Order! 
The SECRETAKYFORPUBLIC LANDS: 

From that day to this the :Secretary for Agri­
culture has never heard a word from the hon. 
memherin regard to that m?.tter. He has no~ been 
paid a penny of that money ; h~ has not sent a 
w~rd ~f acknowledgment of it, 'md the point is 
this : .J:'he Hon. the Secretary for Agricultnre, 
who was attacked by the hon. member for Cltor­
mont the other night, is a man who had only 
one c0nversation in his life with the hon. merri­
b_er for. Clermont. He only had one conversa· 
twn w1th the hon. member, and a brief one at 
that, and yet the hon. nrember came up and 
wrote that letter and got the money. 

Hon. R. PHILP : h he the only member of the 
Hou::;;e ~ho has borrowArl money ? 

The SJWRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
~'or fifteen months the hon. member~! must 
do him this credit~he refrained from any 
criticism of the St'cretary for Agriculture. He 
bestowed abundant comments, no doubt from 
the shocked feelings of an outrag d patriot 
at the spect ,cJe .of his country's anairs going 
to the dogs~whrle he bestowed these abun­
dant comments on the doings of the other 
I\iinister~1 he refrained fron1 discus~ing in any 
·way the l::iecretary for Agriculture. l{e waited 
fur a period of ab0ut fifteen months and at the 
end of that time he either forgot the tran">ction, 
or, I suppo.~e, the afflat.uo of the £10 note had dis­
appeared, 'md he started to criticise thehon. mnn­
ber And he seized this occasion for do in" it and 
he did it in this despicable way--I use tl~at :.Vord 
deliberat.-ly. H was [)(Jssible for the hnn. member 
to have tnade a quocation fron1 other piipers in 
J\.felbourne. There was the paper that made the 
charge against the company with which the 
Secretary fur Agriculture is connected ; and 
thu·e \vas tl~".: ol·,her papar, an t~qn<:\lly well-known 
]Japer, the Melbourne A ryus, whiuh con Lined 
the explat• 1tion of thEJ secretary of th L comrmny 
when mtervtewed m :\Ielbourne. But the hon. 
men1ber for Clermont chose the one and rejected 
the other. I venture tn think that any other 
member of this Committe 1 would have gone to 
the Secretary for .._'1-griculture-the 1r1an \11-' ho 
without any he>'itrrtwn, befriended the ban: 
member when he came to him. In-tead of the 
hon. member· going- to the Secretary for Agri­
culture and saying-, "I read this accuunt and I 
would _like you to tell me whether there 'is any­
thJng nr t_he charge or not, as it is a serious 
charge "~mstead of doing that, he seized it as a 
hungry dog would seize a bone and rushed to 
this Chamber and read it out with the one 

absorbing idea of trying to injure the man who 
had befriended him. \Vas there ever a more 
contemptible act perpetrated by any man signing 
"~f.L.A." after his name? 

Mr. KEOGH : Yes, when you left your party. 
The CHAIRMAN: Order, order! 
The SECHETAilY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

I say th!it such a deed as that no other nn1n who 
wrote "M.L.A." after his name would have com­
mitted, but it is on a par witb what you might 
expect frum the hon. member, who in another 
matter also has a record that we need not envy 
him. H" is the only hon. member that ell joys 
the distinction ,,f ever having, in a British Par­
li.amf'nt anywhere inside the British }~n1pire, 
been able tJ> say that he has been orclered off a 
racecourse; that he is a 1nan who conducted hin1M 
self in -;uch a wcty that he was tno bad evm, for 
tbe tolerant atmo"phere of a Northern race­
course. 

::\Ir. LESINA: You are maldng a nice srJectacle 
of :roursHlf. You are making your C<-1S8 worse. 

The SECRETARY FOtt PUBLIC LANDS: 
ThiH i~ the hon. rrwrnber wht) accuses this Go­
verntnent of dbhonourable deeds. rrbis is the 
hon. member who~ as I havp ]JOinted out, has a 
recurd that no 1nan \V ho has ever been in this 
Chamber, or in any Chamber in Australia, has ever 
had. This is the man who is alwttys prating 
here about the pmity of public aff<eirs. This is 
the man who i8 one of the chief critics and 
oppon•·nts of this Admini"tration. 

11-lr. LESINA : He never robbed the pubhc, 
anyhow. 

l\lr. KEOGH : People ought to be clean them­
selves before they talk of others. 

The SECRETARY 1<'0 R PUBLIC LANDS : 
\Ye are told that this is the only Government 
that do these things. 

11--Ir. LESINA : There are very few members of 
this Chamber that do not owe money. You 
have a record yourself. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. member's party in politics seem to sum 
him up pretty well. If those members who care 
to do it, or have sufficient interest in it~ turn up the 
·worker of the 18th of Febrmtry, 1\J05, they would 
see a leading article upon the hon. member there 
which make' it abLmclantly clear that they ;mm 
him up pretty well. 

Mr. LESINA : Read it. 
Tbe :SECRETARY FOH PUBLIC LAJ:\DS: 

I shall not read it. 
Mr. LE~INA: Well, s'11g it. (La~ghter.) 
The CH AI R;\IAJ:\: Ord· r, ordnr! 
Tbe SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

It s.rys in thi' paper~ 
'l'here was a time when the Leahy f:unil3', l:mt particu­

larly John Leahy, wa~ saYageJ:;· att .ckeil in t-dmost 
e-very i:-/~ue of Ttnfh. There '\VHS a time wllen the vitriolic 
denunciations of J,esilLl wen~ continually hein~ flung in 
the face of the member for Bulloo. Th<::·~e da.J ·~ al'e no 
more. \Ye cha\Jenged :1\Ir. r, ',:;ina three week~ ago to 
state what was th "secret history " at the hack of this 
suojden ( 1 wmr.~ or front, hnt close reader as be is of the 
H oTiH , .. and despite the f:tct that the qm ·ti•·n has 
been repeated in seHral conntry L~:.bour papers, he has 
not deemf•ii it Hdvisah].; to repl~·. 'l'he "fiery Lt- ;..hut" is 
pruflent ~~nongh-"hen it suits him. 

In conclu~iJu, we submit that we have proved the 
foll Jwiog p int.~ :-

(1) That. :\Ir. I.~esina's reem·d is not ont· entitling him 
to assume the r6ic of censor to'\vnrds his party. 

(:~) That his condemmttion oi' the G0v~·rnment and 
the p irty is vitiated hy his o1vn statenwnt i.n the 
A~,;:emblv Inst. ~ovember. when he ~:lie' th'- Grn·ernment 
had fnltih~d its promises so well that it conld not be 
ca.Yillccl at, and he hopcj the discontent in the country 
would b(~ aJlayed. (See I-Iun\.·ird, 23rcl ~oyemher, 1904, 
page B2S.) 

(3l fJ.'hat his motion re the stoppage of further sales 
of Crown lands was a p;ece of hollow hypocrisy, inas­
much as he has declared his willingness to sell lauds if 
the proeeeds are expended in the electorate in which 
the land is sold. 

Hon. J. T. Bell.] 
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(4) l'hat on the principle laid down by the Clermont 
Workers' Political Organisation's letter, he is "not fit 
to be a Labour member.'' 

(5) Tilat be has confessed his own wrongdoing by 
abjectly apologising to the members of his party as­
sembled in caucus. 

(6) 1'hat he is the paid tool of a paper that is doing 
all it can to dama~e the party, to malign the party's 
most trusted leaders, and to get its own creatures into 
the convention to stir up strife. 

And that is a fact that every member of this 
Chamber is aware of. 

Mr. LESINA : \Vhat do the people outside say 
about this Government? That was several 
years ago. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
As regards the connection between Lesina and Leuhy, 

with all due respe1f:t to the Clermont 1Y.P.O., we must 
take our own course, and choose our own time, but 
here is something to ponder over. 

On 30th July, 1903, the member for Clermont delivered 
a.fiercbonslanght upon J.linistr~rLeaby, a terrific aiatribe, 
lasting nearly four hours. That speeeh was printed, 
or a cono;;iderable portion of it, in the columns of 
T'l'uth. Leaby, it is well known about Parliament 
House, sw-ore to retaliate in kind, a.nd make a personal 
attack on Olermont's member. 

Just about the time when the threatened thunder­
bolt was to fall, boweyer. Lesina suddenly disappeared. 

He went away without giving notice to his party, 
and was absent in the south during the whole period of 
the crisis which resulted in the defeat of the Philp 
l\IinistJ•y. 

It was pJ•edicterl. by a few in the know, on the 
strength of certain statements which were being 
circulated, that Lesina would never seriously attack 
John Leahy again, either in Parliament or in the paper. 
He never has done so. The Clermont 1Yorkers' 
Political Organisation might ask him why when next he 
visits them. 

Mr. LESINA : The electors did not send me 
here to attack Leahy or you either. 

The SECRETARY FOR PlJBLIO LANDS: 
The hon. member is in the pay, and on the staff, 
of the proprietor of the newspaper which in 
regard to Queensland politics has expressed the 
opinion that the most fitting man for Premier is 
the hon. member for Bulloo. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: That shows he has good 
judgment. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The bun. member is pulling the wires for the pro­
prietor of the Truth newspaper, and the electors 
of Clermont, or of any other constituency in 
Queensland, who peruse the hnn. gentleman's 
speeches and who imagine that they are liste.ning 
to the outburst of an outraged patriot, are really 
perusing the utterances of a vaid political time­
server. To give the public who may read this de­
bate, and this Committee, some indication of the 

kind of man the hon. member for 
[8 p.m.] Clermont is, and of the spirit in 

which he makes his criticism on 
public affairs and on Ministers. let me remind the 
Committee of an allusion which the hon. member 
made to me the other evening. In order to 
justify the animus-the miserable, low-down 
animus-that is apparent in his criticism, he 
said-

! have made three 1Iinisters to-night lose their temper, 
which shows that my stings must have hurt them. 

"Quite apart from that consideration, it is a fairly open 
secret about the Dnlby district that Mr. Bell and his 
group (or tribe)"--
I suppose the hon. g-entleman knows what a Dago is­
it means a West Indian who ha.s some coloured blood 
in him, and I think I could prove that the hon. gentle­
man has some Dago blood in him. 

A greater lie than that was never uttered in a 
Parliament House. But what I want to ask the 
Committee and the country is: Supposing it 
were true, does it become a democrat, one of the 
people, to !!et up and charge a man with some­
thing that he is not responsible for? Supposing 
it had been true, what decency or fair play is 
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there in a man making a statement of that kind? 
If I were to go into the genealogy of the hon. 
member--

l\1:r. LESINA: J\Iine is good on both sides. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

\Ve can only judge of people by their conduct, 
and if we judge the hon. member's pedigree by 
that standard, then he has a very bad pedigree. 
If I were more of a genealogist, and were to go 
into the hon. member's genealogy, the scrutiny 
might prove interesting, and I mig-ht mak.e some 
important disco,·eries. But I am not disposed 
to do anything of the kind. If I found that one 
of the hon. member's ancestors had been hung, 
and another had been convicted of a serious 
crime, I should never think of bringing that up 
ag-ainst the hon. member, for he is not respon­
sible for his ancestors. He has nothing to do 
with what they d1d. But the hon. member, 
showing the type of :nan that he i.,, charges . m.e 
with something that Is not true, and, even If It 
were true is u matter for which I am not respon­
sible in tl;e slightest degree. That is the kind of 
criticism the hon. member indulges in, and it is 
a sample of the animus that prompts him to 
make the criticisms he does on the Administra­
tion. Assuming that the statement was true, 
what a miserable, contemptible kind of criti­
cism! 

Mr. LESINA: That all depends on the point of 
view. 
! '!.'he SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Before I finally pass from the hon. member, let 
me say that he has had the gross bad taste in a 
number of discussionfil to bring in the name of 
my wife. After all, he has a wife too. But 
there appears to be this distinction between the 
two ladies-one in a perfectly natural way goes 
for land and the other in an equally natural way 
goes for' the police. In the police records of this 
State there is a complaint from a constable1 fro'!' 
which it is evident that the hon. member m Jus 
own home was sufficient of a blackguard to make 
his wife go off to the volice for protection. ThiH 
is the man who calls himself a "reformer." A per­
former would be a better phrase. \Vhom does he 
want to reform? He wants to reform the other 
fellow. And this is frinn an hon. member who is 
in greater need of reform than any other man 
who ever sat in this Chamber. Let me tell the 
hen. member that that is not the only thing 
in the police records with regard to him. I 
can give him others whenever be wants them .. 
It is greatly to the credit-I hope these words 
will travel far-it is greaoly to the credit of a 
large number of hen. members, who are col­
leagues of his in the Labour party, men whom 
he has slandered in season and out of season, 
that although they knew these facts they never 
produced them. Kow, I want to leave the hon. 
member, and turn to other matters. I want to 
refEr to some criticisms made by hon. members, 
opposed to this Govfrnment, in regard to de­
partmental administration, in a remarkably 
different way from the type of comments which 
have fallen from the hon. member for Clermont. 
Some remarl<s have been made in connection 
with the public estate improvement fund. The 
hon. member for Bulimba made a statement the 
other evening, which was heartily apprond of 
by the hon. member for \Vide Bay. The asser­
tion was made that the fund, for initiating 
which this Government deserves the very 
greatest credit--though I must say in .. all 
f~tirness that the leader of the Opposrt10n 
had the germ of the idea in the last year or two 
that he was in office-was spent in chosen elec­
torates. I can say with respect to the adminis­
tration of that fund, that, with the exception of 
one or two instanceR, I have been responsible for 
every case in which it was applied, and I can say 
that I have not in the remotest degree paid the 
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slightest attention to the electorate of the locality 
where the fund was proposed to be spent. Cor­
roborative of that statement, I find that some of 
the largest operations which have taken place in 
connection with that fund were on the Boonah­
Killarney road, in the electarate of Fassifern 

Mr. JENKINSON: Not altogether. 
The SECgETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Certainly a large proportion of it. There was 
also considerable expenditure at Burrandowan 
and Degilbn, which are in the electorate of the 
hon. member for Burnett. However, we may 
classify the hon. member for Burnett, if we are 
not permitted to call him an opponent entirely, 
we may at least say that he mn- be called a 
candid friend. I find that large operations have 
taken place under that fund in the electorate 
of Moreton, and considerable operations under 
it in the electora,te repr<,sented by the hon. 
memler for \Vide J3,ty. I was not really aware 
in which electorates the money was being ex­
pended. YJ:y sole object is to employ this fund 
in connection with localities where the expendi­
ture was likely to produce a profitable result 
and lead to the sp~edier a,nd more a,ctive selec­
tion of Crown land. I am sorry the hon. member 
for Bulimba 1s not here to hear my reply to his 
statement, because he would realise that be had 
been la,bouring under a, delusion. 

Mr. LESINA : Fay the £200 you borrowed. 
You ta,lk of my paltry £10. Pa,y for your cigars. 
Didn't your tailor threaten to summon you if 
you didn't pay him? You're the best dunned 
ma,n about the place. Didn't you get your wife 
to pa,y your ciga,r bills? 

'l'he CHAIRYJ:AN: Order! I must ask the 
hon. member for Clermont not to interrupt the 
Minieter in hi~. remarks. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
I am gla,d the hon. member spuke, because I find 
tha,t in last session a, question was asked with re­
gard to the issue of free railway passes which 
ha,d been granted to members, their wives, and 
families, from 1901 to date; and I find that in 
the list of members who obtained that privilege 
the only La,bour member is the member for 
Clermont-a privilege which, as far as I am 
aware, does not extend to members of the Go­
vernment. He got the bulk of those from the 
hon. member for Bulloo. 

Mr. J. LEAHY : I do not recollect it. 
::Vir. LESINA : I got one from him. 
The S.l£CRETARY :!<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Let me now deal with a criticism which fell 
from the senior member for Toowoomba,. That 
hon. member sa,id that it wa,, an unhappy 
fea,ture of this Government that ther8 was an 
indifference towards agricultural homestead 
selection, a,nd that there was too great a desire 
to get bnd revenue by opening up land for 
a!'ricultuml farm selection rat her than agricul­
tural homestead selection. I have to say this in 
regard to tha,t criticism : tha,t if we a,re to go on 
the principle recommended by some members of 
Pa,rliament, a,s well as by others outside who a,re 
obviously anxious to tecome members of Parlia­
ment, that the lands of the country shall be 
given a,way free, or, at thp very least, that we 
should only cha,rge 2'. Gd. a,n acre-which i'·• the 
price charged for a,gricultural homestead selec­
tions-we should get this resuh, going on the 
principle that agricultural homestead selection 
is to be universal and thot ttgricultural farm 
selection is to be abolished. There have been 
1,227 agricultural homesteads taken up during 
1903, 1904, and 1905, during two a,nd a-third 
years of which period I ha,ve been in office. If, 
instead of ha,ving been taken up as ~gricultural 
homesteads they had been taken up at the 
proclaimed price as a~rricultural fanm, there 
would have been a difference to the Trea,sury 
of the State, during the term of yea,rs for 

which the price is payable, of £120,000. Dming 
the same period 1, 027 agricultural farms were 
selected. Had those agricultuml farms been 
taken up as homesteads at 2s. 6d. an acre 
instead of the price at which they were selected 
a,s agricultural farms, there would ha,ve been 
a difference to the Treasury of £348,000. In 
other words, if the whole of that land had 
been taken up as agricultural homesteads, the 
difference to the Treasurv would have been 
£,184,637 lls. 4d. Those are figures which must 
give pause to any man who takes any interest 
in public affairs. Especially since the arrival of 
federation there has been the grea,test trouble in 
this StatR to make both ends meet. If we are 
going to ignore such a legitima,te source of 
revenue as our Crown la,nds we are simply 
putting ourselves into a financial position the 
only rescue from which would be increased taxa,­
tion, and we know what ha,s been the bte of most 
<\.dministmtions that have proposed increased 
taxation. I repeat that, ha,ving regard to the 
long terms a,nd the la,rge area--

J\ir. 11AOKIXTOSH: There was never a Ja,rger 
area than 1GO a,cres wld Rt 2s. 6d. an acre. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Oh. yes ; you can take up to 640 acres. 

:\h. KEOGH: 160 acres has a,lways been the 
outside limit. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
That was so in the "green and sala,d " da,ys of 
the hon. member, but in the Act of 1897-the 
principa,l Act-it wa,s increased to 640 acres. 
That is f<>r land that is opened at 10s. a,n acre ; 
640 acre selections are taken up frequently. I 
put these figures forwa,rd because they are 
interesting and significant, a,nd they show that 
in endeavouring to make both ends meet we 
cannot ignore the annual revenue-producing 
a,sset in the shape of our Crown la,nds. The 
object of any man who is going to administer the 
Lands Department with a, view to discha,rging 
his duties, not only as a, Minister, but as a member 
of the Ca,hinet who have to carry out the govern­
ment of the country nnd show how both ends are 
going to meet, should be to study the problem of 
bringing about the greatest a,mount of eettlement 
and producing the rnaxirnum amount of revenue~ 
A man is not a success as Lands J\finister when 
he chargeo such a price for la,nd a,s will impede 
settlement. The ideal to he a,imed a,t is to get 
as much money a,s is compatible with a, maximum 
amount of la,nd settlement. And recollect this : 
ID Queensland ''e are offering terms to the 
settler that are unrivallBd by any State th<et has 
land of ccrrnpondingly good qu,dity. There 
are parts of the world, and parts indeed of 
Australia, where they may be able to say they 
give more liberal terms than we do here. I do 
not know where it k I only suspec;t one parb 
of the continent where it is clone. I do not wish 
to particularise the locality. All I can sa,y is 
that their terms a,re probably illusory and that 
it will be found that ours are in reality far more 
liberal. Hert' is" letter which has reached me, and 
not through a,n official of the L<tnds Department. 
It is from one of the English settlers who re­
cently came tu a neighbouring Sta,te, and he 
says--

'I'here is no doubt vour Government are offering 
better advanta.;es by far than this one, but I think the 
land I bave secured is good enough for anything, but 
the Government are a. little too hard on the settlerR. 

That is an unbiassed tribute from one of the 
English settlers who has recently come to 
a,notber State. Now, a great deal of criticism 
has been directed against me in connection with 
la,nd settlement in relation to the group system. 
I nmy say tha,t the group system, in my opinion, 
has been a, success. It has induced a number of 
people to come from outside Queensland and take 
up land who, but for the facilities which our 
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system of groups afforded, would probably not 
have come here. But it is a most disagreeable 
system for the Lauds Department to have to do 
with. There is generally some bickering over 
it, and the old method, under which the land was 
thrown open to competition and a man balloted 
or tendered for his land, was, from the point of view 
of the Lands Department, a far easier method than 
the present one. But tbe group system is pby­
ing, and undoubtedly will continue to play, a 
very v,Llnable part in putting people on the 
land. It was inaugurated by the Government 
of the hon. member at the head of the Opposition 
in 1~01, and provided for groups of agricultural 
homesteads chiefly for thnse living outside the 
State, and when thi~ Governn1ent catne in vve ex­
tender! the principle to agricultural farms. It is 
also applied to a most valuable form of ·':>lection­
;prickly pear selection. A charge has been made 
against me that in forming these groups I 
only extenrl the privilege to southerners, i\ud 
that Queenslanders are ignored. Let me give 
son1e figures in regard to that accnttation. I 
find that in the Brisbane district out of three 
groups two are Queensland groups and one 
a southern gronp. In the Dalby district-and 
when I spe~k of it I me ,n the Dalby land agent's 
district, which i~ very larg-e, and Extend<:; in a 
sense outside the Dalby district, ge.ographic.0!ly 
speaking, well into th'' Murilla electorate-I say 
that in that di.strict, out of tbirt .• en groups that 
have been formed, five are New South \Vales, 
four Victorian, and four local. In the Gayndah 
district, out of four ~roups that have been 
formed, two are New St,uth \Vales >1nd two are 
local. In the Gym pie district, out of five group>, 
three are New South Wales and two Queens­
hnd. In tbe Maryborough district, out of four 
groups, three are Victorian and one local; and in 
the C.airns district there are two Queensland grnn]JS 
fonmog. Those figures show that I have not ig­
nored Queenslanders in tbe formation of groups, 
and they are the more signific,mt when hon. mem­
bers know that sever>~l Queensland people have 
corne to n1e to forrn group.-:, p\·rrnission has been 
granted, "nd they have not succeeded in forming 
them. There are a number of peopic who may 
feel indignant when th<y find that a certrtin area 
of land has been put aside for snuthern groups 
and they complain that they have not been 
allowed to fortn a group, but thA chancrs are 
that after these people had ~;ot permi,,sion w 
form a group, they have found the gre.ttest diffi­
culty in doing so. I know of two ini:itances in 
v·.rhich QueenH!ander:; have co1ne to n1e and a~k~d 
permission to form a gronp under the belief, I 
think, that they would be refu,,ed. Tbev how· 
ever, got pertni~sion, they went off, weeks "l;,;u.,> ed, 
and they never sncceeded. That has happened 
on thrt>P, or f,)ur .. or fivf'l different occasions. 

:Yir. KEOGH: \Yere tbey sent to any particular 
bnd? · 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
They came in re.:mrd to a particular locality r~nd 
asked permission to form a group. 

Thir. KEOGH : I am aware of land which v, <>s 
shown to sume of the>e people, which thBY would 
not take up becitUSe it was of nn vainr wh~tever. 

TheSEClcETARYFOH PUBLIC LANDS: 
It is said that too much consideration 1~ being 
shown to ont~ider.-:, but it :;;hould bA remembered 
that while up to the end of lDO!l, 3,:008,!)12 acres 
have bE'en open tu general coin petition, the are--;, 
reserved for .outsider,, was o11ly eqnal to 157,1!.!2 
acres. But 1f ~ a1n accu:,ed of showing ~yn1pathy 

w1th theoutsidBr, the nutn whocnmes 
[8.30 p.m.] here from the-outh, I am not going to 

repurliate it. I saythatit is one of the 
best things that is hu ppcning in Queenshmd to 
find men coming here from the south to become 
settler<,, It is pnt.ting new lifeblood into the 
body politic, and I c <n only hope ti.at they will 
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corne in increasing nu1nber.s, by scores and 
hundreds, and, I hope, by thousands; and 
certainly if I put myself out during my period 
of office at the Lands Departm•rnt to induce 
those men to come here, I feel that I am 
doing the very hEst thing that I can for Queens­
land. The hon. member for Port Curtis has just 
reminde i me of the question of immigration. I 
had intended dealing with that later, but I can­
not he:p saying that I am disposed to think that, 
if we are going to induce lJCuple to cmne frorn 
Euror,e to Queensland in anyapprtciable numbers, 
we shall have to revert to .omething nry much 
hke free immigration. (Hear, hear!) 1t was 
only on the Dth or last month that that land was 
opened in London. \Ye have only had some 
cables from the Agent-Genernl since the land was 
opened to selection, but from the last informa­
tion I have received the outlook is not very 
promising. 

Mr. l<onRYTH : Did yon expect it would be? 
I nevt c thought it 'vonld be a success. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
No; it is an extraordinary thin~ the number of 
peoule who >llways know after the event. 

1\Ir. FonsYTH: I s"tid RO at the time. 
Tbe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Of course it may be taken up later on. But the 
reason is the superior advante1ges that other 
countries offer- noticeably Canada in her 
proximity t.o Etu ope. 

l'dr. OOWAP: And the low fare,,. 
The SECRETAi.{Y FOR PUDLIC LAKDS: 

Thatisoneoftbe advantage" of proximity, and the 
fact ttlso that they are ~pending tren,endons sums 
of money in ad verti"ing. I am disposed to think 
that it would be a good thing for Queensland 
sooner er later to send some people off tu Canada 
in order to talk t:tbont the advt-tntae;es of Querns­
land. I am of ,~pinion that we should find a 
very cnnf'iderabl" nun1ber of Enropean settJ,·rR­
if all the information which reaches me is correct 
-who are porfectly ready to try another land. 
'rhe hon. rcember for Ealonne made some refer­
ence to the extended ]eases given to runs, 
and the hon. member did not appear to know 
by what proCf\'" . ., that extension was giw~n. \V ell, 
it wa~ g-iYen under tht1 provisions of the Land 
Act of 1002. In regard to the leases of a large 
nutnber of thoee runs, the question of the exten­
sion of lease is quite outside the province of the 
Secr>tary for Lands. The Land Court are tbe 
Lody that decide it. Tbey rnakA up their minds 
witb regard to the cla>· in which each run 
shall Le rhced, and the period oi the 1-oase is 
fixed ac.'ordinglv. I bave been attacked in 
newspapers-I 1.vas ;·_ttJ.cked by the 11ewspaper 
to which thP hon. nember for Clermont is a 
lEading contrihntor~in reg:trd to e.dending the 
lr.:tSt';::, of several runs, whereas, a~ a tnatter of 
fact, I hrtd no 1n0r8 control ovrr it thnn any 
hon. member in this Chamber. It wcs entirely 
the IJand Cnurt that ~~vere respml~"iiLle for it. 
TbP Land Court are a body with whose actions 
on several occasions I hn \'e nnt agreed, hut I do 
not thro'x the "'lightest reflection-and, of course, 
it is llllt nee 'S:-Jary to say it-upon thPir integ­
rit,'. '\Yhat I s·q is th""b they cerb1inly have 
come to decisions the wisdom of which it is 
>ery hard to"' p< ':iate. 

Mr .• T02'iES :' \Yere the Lotnd Court solely re­
sponsible for the extPn;-;ion of the Tarong lease? 

The SECRET AllY HOTI. PUBLIC LAC\ DS: 
They were .solelv responsible for 1t. 

l\Ir .. Jmms: That is not. gem'rally known. I 
intended t0 a~k a qtF:stion nbollt it. 

The SECRETARY FUR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Has the bon. m,·mber read the correspondence? 

Mr. ,J ONRS : N '· 
The :"Ef'RETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

\Yell, I would advise him to read it. I do not 
suppose there are more disgusted men in the 
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·ilistrict than myself over that matter. In the 
annual report of the Department of Public Lands 
there are some paragr:tphs touching upon that. It 
was said by the hon. member fur Bulimba. at an 
erorlierstage of the dAlmte, th;.t I instigrtted these 
comments by the Under Secretary fur Lands. I 
wi'h to give that statement a denial. This report 
was penned "bsolutely by the U nrler Secretary, 
nndanybndywho~{nows hin1, and who knows his 
mental calibre, knows per! eeth· weli that when 
he sits down to write a report and revi~w the 
operations of the department for the yen, he 
does it without getting instruction" from any 
Minister at all. 

:\fr. FoRSYTH : Hear, hear ! He is quite com­
·petent to do it. 

The SB:CRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: 
The Under Secretary calls attention to the 
decisions of the Land Court broac!ly in connec­
~ion with ~he rent of run,, and more particularly 
m connectiOn w1th runs called Bremla, Curr t­
willinghi, Cobbie, Noondoo, and .:\Iugmgulla. 
I hope that hon. members who take any interest 
in land aJ!airs will make it their duty to peruse 
that portton of the report oft he Under Secretary 
on page., 6, !, anrl 8, nnder the hectding of "The 
Land Act, Hl02." I shall probably at another 
time deal with this rnatter. It i.s astounding 
that nn country where the leasehold and the 
resumption are admittedly of the same character 
vvhere there is no distinction, and where th~ 
pastoral les;;ee has a slightly longer lease 
than the grazing farmer, the Ll>nd Court 
have fixed the rent of a gmzing farm at 
£(i 13s. 4d. a square mile, while the pastoralist 
lessee has only paid £2 lls. 4d. a squJ.re mile. 
I do not in the slightest degree que.;tion the 
integrity of the Land Conrt; but I .-ay, as Sec­
retary for L;md.~, that it is absolutely impossible 
to ocpprec1ate the frame of mind that brouiTht 
about these decisions. (Hear, hear !) As the 
repre,entative of the Crown and people of 
Queenslrmd who own that land I ask what can 
bP. rnore gallin'?; in a community' where we bave 
the greatest difficulty in making both ends meet, 
when we have an m.;f-let such a~ thi'"' that in cnn­
nectjon wit_h this particular run ol nrugrngulla, 
~here admittedly the leasehold and the resump· 
t1on are of th,3 sarne chq,ract8r, one tenant., with 
rather a longer lease ~ban ~he other, pays only 
£2 lls. '1d. a square mile whdst the other has to 
pay £6 13s. 4d. a square milA. 

J\Ir. MAl:GHAN : It is the scandal of the de­
partment. 

The SECRETARY:B'OR P'UBLICLANDS: 
It is a remarkabh, thing that the Land Court~ 
and nobody nmst consi<ler for a moment that I 
am making any reproach on that court as m·~n. I 
r"Hpect then1 aR rnen. Ji'or the Fenior 1nember 
J\1r. s,. orrl, I. have gTe·<t respect; but it is ~ 
remarkable thmg when you review the history 
of that Land Court, and J'(-'fi1~~mber that it was 
brought in under the 1884 Land Act by what 
was then a liberal, an ahnost dfnnocratic. Govfrn-

. ment~it waH clearly brought jn as a d~mocratic 
step, and yet that court-- I \V on't 8ay--

Mr. LESTXA: I rise tu a point of order. Is 
the ;\~ini:-t·Jr for L nds in order in discussing the 
constJt.ntiOn::tl charactar or the ac'.inn of the 
Land Court, except m a special resolution in this 
Chamber, with the Speaker in the chair?' 

The CHAIRMAN : It is not out of order for 
the J\;Iinister to refer to members of the Laud 
Court, but personal rdlections should not be 
made on members of that court. The J\;Iinister 
for Lands ha, .. already stated that he does not 
impugn the integrity of the members of the 
Land Cc.urt. 

Mr. JEXKINSON: It is very hard to discrimi­
nate. 

The CHAIRMAN : The Minhter for Lands 
said he did not question the int.t'grir.y of any 
member of the Land Court, but I must a•' k him 
not to proceed in that direction. He is getting 
very near to being out of order. 

1Ir . • T. LEAHY : It is diBgrac~ful. 
Mr. MAUGHAN: It is very timely, anyhow. 
The CHAIR M AN: I must ask hon. members 

not to make reflections on the Chair. I under­
stood the hon. member for Bulloo to say it is 
disgraceful. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: I did not mean you, Mr. 
Jackson. 

The SECRET"\.RY FORPtrBLIC LANDS: 
I subn1it t,hat no n1Ltn cnuld la; it down nwre 
clearly than I did. I make no reflection on any 
member of t.hat conrt perwnally as individuals. 
I have respect for them. That court, which was 
really brought into existence under the lf'S± Act 
to be a sheet-anchor, or protection as it \Vere, to 
the democrat.Jc e!ernent to the small man, has 
now more largely come to be rc':!"arded in 
another light altogether. 

JYir. MAUGHAN: There is no doubt about it. 
'rhe SECRETARY FORFGBLWLANDS: 

1 •ay ag<tin that it would ,;dl re)Jay everybody 
who is at all interet:itt'ri in land adrnini::~1',ration to 
J eruse pages 6, 7, nnd 8 of the report of the 
Under Secretary for Lanrk 

Mr .• T. J_,EAHY : There is a great dt, rl in those 
p~::;es that is ab"olntely nu true. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Let me bay, when it come<;; to \vhaL il'l true and 
untrue, the record and reputo.tion in the mind of 
any man in Queensland who knows him well of 
the Under Secret:1rv for Lands is not one whit 
less good than the b'on. member fur Bulloo. 

Mr .• T. LEAHY : I do not mean to say tl,at. I 
say be has been supplied with wrong informa­
tion. 

The S EORETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS: 
I am very glad the hon. rne1nber fl'l'lkes that 
correction. All I can say is thitt there is nobody 
in Queensland knows nwre a bou':: land r11atters 
than the U nde,· Secretary for Lands. 

]\fr. J. LEAHY : He is a very excellent man. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

I am gLtc! to hear that said. Nobody in Queens­
land kllOWR more about land matters, and I 
would be surprised to hear that he made any 
incorrect sl--:ttmnent. 

111'. J. LEAHY: I can assure you with re;;ard to 
son1e of the matters he is referring to there 
that some c,f the facts supplicc! to him are wrong. 
.f-Ie is a very gn~•d rnan-I will say tha . .t. 

Tho SECRETAH.Y FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. me m her fur Balonne also alluded to 
the great quc-f3tion of rnbhitf:, and, nnle~;'~ I In is­
understood him, committed himsP!f to a very 
:,tart1ing opinion, when he wished r~ to imply 
from his observations that rabbits are not really 
a curse but a ble~sing . 

.iYir. LAXD: That is my own opinion~ by 
turning th21n into c01nmercial value. 

The Ho-,·.;; SECRE~'AllY: They may :.,e yet. 
The ::OECRWr AR Y lj'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 

Of conrec, i~. may he so, but until the fact is 
much more clearly demonstrated than it. has yet 
hfen, it will be :t great rnlJtake for us to en­
deavour to supplant sheep and c·1ttle with 
1a.bbih. I hPpd Ltter on in the Re~sinn to have 
anopportunity of dealing with that mo't intri­
cate anrl objectionable quedtion-the r,>bbit ques­
tion. It i::; about a'" disagret able subject af; nny 
:Minister could have to touch~"" matter that in­
volves the spending of mouey with very little 
visible return. \Ve sh.,iJ have eo make some 
alteration in reger,l to the Wi>Y we are fighting 
rabbits, and probably bter on in the session 

Hon. J. T. Bell.] 
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whatever qualifications or alterations are made 
will be announced. Before I sit down I have to 
~ay that with all the criticisms that are heaped 
upon this Administration-some of them, as I 
have shown, blackguard criticisms--

Mr. ,J. LEAHY: I rise to a point of order! Is 
the hon. gentleman in order in saying that some 
of the criticisms levelled at the Government in 
this House have been "blackguard criticisms"? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
They hctve come from outsirle sources. 

:i\1.r .• T. LEAHY : Doec; the hon. gentleman say 
it is not in the House? 

The SECRETARY :B'OR PUBLIC LA"NDS: 
I do not say anything of the sort. 

The CHAIR:VIAN: If the Secretary for 
Puhlic Lands uses the words in reference to 
members of the Chamber they are clecidedly out 
of order. • 

The SECRETARY FOI~ PUBLIC LANDS: 
Very well, l repeat again, with all respect to 
your ruling-and I am not in the least aware 
that I have contravened it-I de~ intend to say 
that some of the cri• icisms that are levelled 
against this Arlministra:,ion are blackguard 
criticisms. And I say that despite it all there 
has never been a Government in Queensland that 
has put so many democratic measures in the 
statute-t:ook as this G-overnment. 

Gon;nN;\IENT iVIEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
iVfr. LESI:<A: \VhPre are thPy? 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

It is an astonncling thing that SJme of the men 
who call themselves democrat,:, who prate ~buut 
Labour and Labour doctrines, are the bitterest 

, opponents this Government have got. \Ve can­
not shut our eyes to public matters of this kind 
when we liRten to criticisn1s, that tht: a,lternative 
to this Government is not a more prog-ressive or 
an advanced Government. 

:i\'Ir. LESI:< A : It cannot be worse. 
The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 

If this Government, when the time comes for it 
to go JJefore the people of Queensland, does not 
meet with approval, 1t will not he because we 
have not gone far enough, hut because we have 
gone too far. I make that i'tatement in order 
that we should remember it when we listen to 
the criticism<: of men who call themBelves 
advanced democrats. 'l'he alternative, and the 
successor" of this Administration, wiii be a Go· 
vernmen t of a conservative type largely composed 
of men on the opposite side of the House. It. 
should be remembered by those who criticise this 
Government becauBe \Ve are not u1ore radical, 
that the alternative and successor is going to be 
a far more conservative ridrninistratinn. 

:\fr. NOH:MAN: I have a few words to say. 
Mr. LESI:>TA: \Vhy don't you g-ive me a chance 

to reply? 
Mr. NORMAN: The hon. member had two 

and a-half hours the other night, ancl I really 
think that is a fair thing. It is a regrettable 
thing that the speeches that have been delivered 
previously and that to which we had to listen 
to-night from the Minister should have been 
necessary in this Chamber. 

JVIr. KEOGH: It was all on vour own side. 
Mr. NORMAN: No; not"all. I am going to 

give you an exan1ple in pas::;ing. The hon. mem­
ber for ::\Ioreton the other night said some very 
unkind things, and I think if he thought again 
he would consider that they were not altogether 
justifiable. The hon. member for Cairns made 
an interjection that he worked six months on a 
S'lgar plantation, and did not intend to do S'o 
ag::,in, and the hon. member for JVIoreton Raid-

Yet the hon. member comes to a place like Queens­
land and decries sngar field work. He does not like 
work. I think he was born tired, and that that i:;; the 
reason he could not make a living at home. 

.Mr. CAilfPBELL: That is very mild criticism. 

[Hon.J.T.Bell. 

Mr. NORMAN: Yes, but it came from the 
other side of the Chamber. I thmk the hon. 
member shoald have been chary about u,ing 
language of that sort about the hon. member for 
Cairns, who, I believe, ha, been a hard working 
man. He could not have got into the position he 
occupies without working, and the fact that he 
is in this House shows that he has the good will 
and appreciation of the elector" who put him 
here. There are people whose fathers before 
them have been able to give them a ~ollege edu· 
ca·tion, 0r n. high school education, and who are 
able to put them in a position to enable them to 
get on in life. Then there are other people who 
ha,·e to work and perhaps maintain their fathers, 
and the hon. member for Cairns might be one of 
them. 

Mr. CAe~rPBELL: I bM·e had to work since I 
vvas thirteHn :vearci of age. 

Mr. KOICVIAN : The hon. member for 
:i\foreton is generally a calm, judicial speaker, 
and is not often led away by passion, and it is a 
pity that he should have spoilt a good speech by 
such a remark as that. I only followed in the 
train of the Minister for Lands in referring to it. 

:i\lr . .T. LEAHY: Take my advice and don't 
follow in his train-not to-night, anyhow. 

Mr. KOR:\IAN: I would like to say a word 
on the matter of base hospitals. \Ve were given 
to understand-! do not s><y officially by the 
:i\Iinistry- but we were given to understand that 
when this question of base hospitals was being 
reconsidered iVIaryborough would be put on the 
same level as the rest. But we know that that 
is not so. I see that the only base hospitals are 
at Townsville, Rockharnpton, and Brisbane. Of 
course it is sHti,factory to know that the endow­
ment to the hospitals has been increased, but I 
re;pectfully submit that that system on which 
monev for base hospital• is given should be re­
considered and reorganised. Sorne sy~ten1 might 
be initiated bv which hospitals might claim 
an extra subsidy according to the claims put. 
upon them by the outside districts which have· 
smaller hospital.,. I notice that the hon. the 
junior member for Ipswich, Mr. Maughan, 
asked several questions about the tenders that 
were called for in connection with the con­
struction of ten engines required for the Rail· 
way Department. I see from the Press recenLly 
that there is going to be "humming" times at 
Ipswich workshops; that they are going to manu­
facture ,'.averal more engines beside,; rolling­
stock and doin!' repairs. I consider the h·•n. 

,member for Ip~wich was quite right in getting 
all the information he could on the subject, but 
what I want to pointoutisthis: that apparently 
the staff regulations govern the Ipswich wmk· 
shops. '.rhe establishment of the Ipswich 
workshops has thrown a lot of mechanics and 
other men out of employment, m::>re especially in 
my own electorate. They are men who have been 
in that sort of works for years and are adepts at 
it, but according to the staff regulations no man is 
to be taken on at Ipswich unless he isunderthirty­
fiveorthirty-sixyears of age, and thenhemustwait 
six months before he can claim to be on the staff. 
\Vby shonld there be staff regulations a tall in con· 
nection with a manufacturing institution? \Vhy 
should mechanics be kept out of employment 
by such absurd regulations as this because they 
al'e over thirty-six years of age ? If a mechanic 
is fifty or sixty years of age, why should he be 
debarred from getting a job at the Ipswich work­
shops? I think it is absurd to have staff regula­
tions in such an establishment, and they should 
be knocked out altogecher. Let them be run the 
same as a foundrv. Give a man a job, and even 
if it is for two ye;trs, let him get the job for two 
years, and then if the place gets slack let him go-
again. , 

Mr. KEOGH: Don't you believe in unionism 
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Mr. NORMAN: Yes, but this is keeping 
union men out of a job, and that is wloat I am 
complaining about. I hope the :'vfinister for 
Rail ways is listening to me in this matter. \V e 
should abolish these staff regulations, as they 
are simply starving a lot of decent mechanics 
throughout the State. A great deal has been 
said about benevolent institutions, and an idea 
has occurred to me in connection w1th this 
matter. 'IV e have four State farms all in close 
proximity to rail ways. If these State farms 
entered into competition with the farmers, of 
course the farmers would have the right to 
grumble; but why should not these farms grow 
fruit and vegetables and other things to supply 
thesf-1 benevolent institutions with every bit of 
fruit anri vegetable that they want. 

Mr. PAGET: As a matter of fact tha.t is being 
done at the present time. 

Mr. KEOGH: They are doing it at Gatton. 
Mr. NORMAN: I know that at Goodna the 

inmates occupy their time in doing gardening to 
supply the institution with vegetables, and the 
same thing should be done for Dunwich. I ad­
vocate that extm hands should be employed, so 
that these people should not want fnr any of the 
products of Central and Northern Queensland. 

Mr. KEOGH: Put them on the land, and they 
would be able to supply them. 

Mr. KORMAN: I wish now to refer to a 
matter dealt with by the hon. member for Bun­
daberg last evening. The hon. member spoke 

of the rival claims of Maryborough 
[9 p.m.] and Bundaberg with regard to rail-

way construction in the Burnett 
district. I will say this for the hon. member : 
that to my know ledge he has looked well after 
the interests of his constituents. There is no 
man in the House that I know of who works 
harder for his electorate than the hon. member 
for Bundaberg, though he does not seem to get 
credit for that from responsible parties in Buu­
daberg, who ought to give credit where gnod 
work is done. If the hon. member has a bad case 
on this particular occasion, it is not his fault at 
all. vVhen the hon. member spoke of the rival 
claims of Maryborough and Bundaberg, he 
was really referring to the rail way to what is 
generally known as "Old Dalgangal House." 
The hon. me m her quoted from the report 
made by Mr. George Phillips in 1904 in favour 
of the extension from thP- Mount Perry 
district to Dalgangal, and showed that it was 
only 40 miles in length, whereas the extension 
from Gayndah to Dalgangal would be 70 miles. 
·what I want to show is that Mr. Pbiilips, in his 
report, evidently took the route from Gayndah 
through Mnndubbera, a distance of 70 milPs, 
while we in Maryborow•h are really agitating 
for the newer route vicl, Locbaber, which is only 
52 miles. The hon. member was therefnr'e 
"b,wking up the wrong tree" as far 11s the claims 
of Maryborough are concerned. Thi' extension 
vi,z Lochaber, which would be only 52 miles in 
length, would pass through lands suitable for 
close settlement all the way. There is the Bin jour 
Plateau, formerly known as the Murray Plateau, 
and if the railway were taken by that route, the 
distance would be further reduced by 12 miles. 
The Mount Perry route is one that would not be 
advantageoua to the State, as it would be very 
expensive. :!\fr. Philli]Js says-

At present there is no road, nor even a bridle~ track, 
~hat could be followed by a stranger, so that the route 
1s known only to a few bush men. I had as guide, as 
far as Roslin, ~Ir. Thomas Dingle, a native of the dis­
trict, who has a perfect knowledge of the country, and 
without whose assistance I would have experienced 
some difficulty in getting about the country. 

The route was partially examined about seven :rears 
ago by l\lr. Railway Surveyor F. J. North, at the 
instance of the Bundaberg Chamber of Commerce, but 
that was for an extension to the town of Eidsvold. 

:J'lr. North reported to the Chief Engineer of Railways 
on the 1-1th January, 1897, and summed up the Eastern 
Creek route as follows:-

The country along this route from the start (a.t 
Wolca) to Roslin seation is extremely broken and 
monntainons and the engineering dHticnlties enor­
mous. From Roslin to crossing of Bilbnolan Creek 
the country improves slightly, and t'rotu Bilboolan 
Creek to Eidsvold it is easy for railway construc­
tion. 

The di,tance from \Volca, on the :Mount Perry 
Rail way, from which it i& proposed to start this 
line, is 40 mile.,, and the estimated cost is £3,500 
per mile, which would bring th" total cost up to 
£140,000. From Gayndah to Dalgangal the 
distance is 52 miles, and the. estimated cost of 
construction £2,750 per n1ile, <.Jr a total of 
£14:',000. There would therefore be a cost of 
.£3,000 more (or 12 'lliles of railway, and this 
line would pass through country that is available 
for clo;,e settlement. I notice that the Minister 
for Railway>, in referring to Mr. George 
Phillip,'s re[Jort, stated that the Mount Perry 
route would make Brisbane nearer than the 
Gayndah-Maryborough route by 8 miles. In 
making that statement the ]I,!Jinister must have 
taken the old survey, which was 70 miles long, 
insteo.d of the newer route ad vocate<1, which is 
only 3~ miles in length. That route would make 
the Gayndah-:'viaryborough route10 miles shorter 
than the routP formerly surveyed. The whole 
mistake ha, arisen from the h<m. member for 
Bundaherg taking the old route from Gayndah 
to Dalgantzal, which has been discarded alto· 
gether. In fact, the extension from Gayndah 
has been ttltered considerably from the original 
survey, as brought before this House years ago. 
The hon. member for Bundaberg also referred 
to the trade that was being done by Bunda­
berg with the district described by him. 
He referred to a 1\Ir. Sellars, the chairman of 
the Eic!svold Divisional Board. Eidsvold is 
nearer to the 1\Iount Perry route than to 1\Iary­
borough, yet 1\fr. Sellars, who is not in any way 
interested in land or in property at ]\,lfary­
borougb, nor where the line passes through 
between tho8e places, has said that the Gayndah 
route is the best in the interests of close settle­
ment. 'l'he opinion of Mr. Oharlton, the sur­
veyor, ought to have some weight in this House. 
He is one of the most conscientious men, I 
should say, we have in the Survey Department. 
There was a meeting of the Railway League in 
JYiaryborm;gh on 11th September. Mr. Charl­
ton happened to be in Mary borough at the time, 
and as an old tnember, \Vent thPre as a visitor. 
\Vhile there his opinion was askeJ as to the best 
route to tah. Mr. Charlton said-

He thought the route of lea~t resistance was the­
best from Gayndah-that was along the valley 
of the llurnett River. That route presented no great 
engineering difficulties; there were no steep ranges 
to climb, and there was good land for settlement 
nearly all the w~y. [The President: Uostly Crown 
land f] About 90 per eent. of it. ~Ioot, of the land 
around Dalgangal, which \Vas the key of the position, 
was leased in grazing farms ranging from fifteen to 
twenty years. There was a very large area of agricul­
tural land around Dalgangal, mJd Splinter and ·rhree­
}Ioon Creeks, which was alllocl\:ed up in grazing farms. 
To get those lands arrangements would have to be 
made to the lessees for compensation. 

The President asked: Is there not less of that dis­
ability along the route from Gayndah to D~lgangal 
than by the route from :fiiount Perry to Dalgangal F 

Mr. Charlton said most of this locked-up land lay 
beyond Dalgangal by either route. 13ut very little land. 
between :Jiount Perry and Dalgangal was fit for settle­
ment, being mountainous and broken, and it was not 
till they got, to Dalgangal tnat good land for settle­
ment was met wit,h along that route. 

Some of the land along the Mount Perry route 
is tied up for twenty-five years, and that land 
cannot be obt8ined without paying the lessees 
compensation. That is Mr. Charlton's opinion. 

Mr. Norman. J 
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But we are quite willing to leave it to the 
decision of experts. \Ye have asked the depart­
nl8nt to vut on surveyor~, so that a, Rurvey may 
be rr1ade of the prop(1sed ronte which vre sug~ 
gest, and we are quite willing· for the thing to be 
decided on its merits. \Ve nmst remember this : 
that the J\Ltryborough Chamber of Commerce 
was the only body that, in the interests of close 
settlement, risked both moncv and time in dis­
puting, m "nother part of ·the Bm·nett, the 
decisions and cJassificationz-; of tbo L·1nd Court, 
and were fined by the Land Court £200 or 
£300-Iforget which. 

::VIr. P. J. LEAHY: They were not fined; that 
was expenst ~. 

Mr. NORMAl'\: At any rate, when it caJLe 
before the pr .. per court tho;;.:~---. ex pens~,, \Vere 
knocked off. It speaks well for the pnl,lic f-•nl­
ing of the people of Marybnrough that tlwv were 
willing to risk this, when the public rllen ,;f Bun­
daherg, who are now cla1nnuring, did nt1thing to 
try and prevent land from being locked up. 
1There iR one other matter I \Vi~h to 1nention 
before T sit down. \Vhen the present extensi,m 
from \Vetheron to Gayndah was passed by the 
House last Year it was understO<'d that a traffic 
bridge would be built from th,-, township of 
Gayndah acrr>ss the Burnet,t Hiver. As ori,i­
nally projected, the railway was meant to go into 
the township of Gayndah, but the route W.lS 

altered, and the rail way stops on the north side. 
I submit that the department-the Railway De­
partment, I uresume, but I am quite willitJg to 
be corrected-should build that trilffic bridge in 
or:Jer to connect the t<Jwn of Gayndah wit,h the 
rml way. The then S ·cretary for Rail ways, :\1 r. 
lVlorg-an, when n1cving the construction of tbis 
extension laHt set""sion, said-

The old proposal v:as southerly from \1-etlH~ron to 
~ayndah, which, as hon. mcmhcr.s Vi·::r. aware, was 
Situated on tbr> south hmk of the Bnrnett RiYer. That 
route hr,-d somGthilJg to 1ecommcnd hut ou r·xambi.ncr 
the country and studying the pos~ibHities for :--f tlle~ 
ment, and the situation of l:::nds be-t snitCll. Ior close 
settlerr.ent, the opinion wa~ fonll""<l tllat tlle rontc to 
follow \Ya,s <1ireet. or nearly din'•<:t, fwm the pre~wnt 
termiuus at W'ethcron \YL terlY to .:\Ion ut Lawk~"' 
Hon. membors·who knew the dh."trlct \Yould he <li~po~eci 
to argue that the belt.er route br· onrt J.Iouut Lav·:l• ... 3 
wt?;1ld be practically westerly; ln1t. in pro,je(:tlng a 
Ta11WH.y in t !1 at district thP.'" conlil not overlook the 
clain' of G;nndah to raihva,,,. communieat; :1, .''.ld, 
since they were able to recogni"e el;·iu \without 
seriothly diYcrting the bnP or '\peu.se, he 
thougnt they had <lone the right thing t :tking that 
railway, if not into Gaynclah. tllen a!:' near to it as th.,y 
-could. TIY·y \vould go to the north bank of the 
:Burnett RiYcr. i1 ~mcdiately opposite the trrwnship, 
.abont 20 chains from the rin"r-praetically at the 
towns! ij.J. ~.'h·. JEKI\T\~~ox: The :--~unc LS Xel'ang-.] It 
was proposed to vnt a }):;_'idge across tile so that 
·COrnmuni"1tion vronla 1Je free between and 
the rail'inty station. An0thr t' re·tsnn for tl1at. 
route was that. in Gayndali there 'ivas ~ume ex<:clknt 
srrub land, and they could serve fnture set tiers on 
these Crown lands. 

IIo~T c1n thuse s~--;ttler~ get to the railv~ ty ·with nut 
a bndg2-tbe settlero on the :;uuth side timt the 
1Vlinister spoke of? Yet the Hailv, "J..v Der,art~ 
me~1 t now, according to \V hat the SPCretarY for 
RmLva3 s s..tid to a deputa1ir·n, do not rPCOO'nise 
the construction ,f that bridge at all. That is a 
strange ,.tale of aff!tirs. Here is a Premier who 
is al:)o :\Iinister for R.nihvays~ 1nakes his pro'1nise, 
and wlu~n a man in snch a. position 1nakes ~mch a 
pron;h~e to the HousB, the people h-. ye a, righ~ to 
consider that they lmve been neglected if the 
dep<~rtment does not build that traffic bridge. 

Mr. KEXNA : ·will it benefit Maryborough? 
1\Ir. :::\ORJ\IAX: I au not ta'lking about 

whether it will ben?fit l'viaryborougb or not; we 
have always b"en mtere,ted m the Burnett. I 
am speaking on a matter of public policy. :\fr. 
Morgan promhed the bridg", and that promise 
should be carried out. The Secret.try for R"il-

[ Mr. Norman. 

ways takes up the position that if the Railway 
Department builds traffic bridges there will be 
no end to this sort of thing, but I point ont that 
we have a public estate imprm ement fund, 
and if the Railw 'Y Department will not construct 
the bridge it is a fair chage on that fund. What 
is that fund for? This bridge would give access 
to land south of Gayndnh, and its constrnction 
would be judicious and legitimate expenditure. 
I do not want to tak<" up further time, but I hope 
action will be taken in this matter so as to give 
relief to the people who are m nmch concerned. 

J\Ir. LESIXA: :VIr. Jackson ~-
Tile CHAll'tMAN: I remind the bon. mem­

ber tha.t it: iM very unusual tD RfJe·.tk twice on tbe 
:B'inar,cial St·ttement. I cannot prev.:nt the hon. 
n1e1nber frmn ::-:.pe:.1king if he so desires, bn':. it is 
a recognised rnle that mernb,_rs shall only 
speak once, although we may be in Committee. 

Dlr. LESE\A: \Veil, I am going to speak 
twicP, \tlld I nn1 going tl) speak ag,lin to~mornnv, 
and that, will be a third tune. I will exercise 
ever.v right I possess within the four corners of 
the Standing Orders. It is generally recognised 
that members should speak only once on the 
J;'immcial Statement, but circumstances ,have 
arisen which justify a complete dep.uture from 
that unwritb·n rule. I persomtlly have been 
made the subject of a most venomous, virulent, 
and slanderons attack. 

The CHAIK\IAN: Order ! 
J\Ir. LESIXA: I intend to reply~-
The CHAil:t:\IAN: Order! The hon. mem­

ber knows very well that when the Chairman 
rises he must takce his seat. I want to point ant 
to the hon.' member that I endeavoured to stop 
the making of an v personal attack. The hon. 
member attaclwd the Secretary for Land,, in the 
fir"t in, tanc<' by imputing corrupt and improper 
motives. The hon. member has made his attack, 
and the Secret,,ry for Lands has replied. It will 
be distinctly out of order for the hon. member to 
make any personally offensive reflection;, on the 
Secretarv fO!' LandR. 

l\Ir. L'ESI:'-/A: Sever in the eourse of my 
reading, which has extended throngh "J\Iay," 
"Boudnot," and our Standing Orders, have I 
heard of such a ruling being given in any Parlia­
ll1ent. 

The CHAIR~,IAN : Order, order ! 
::\Ir. LESINA: Under these circumstances it 

is suspieious, to put it es mildly as I can, that 
the Secrdc.ry for Lands should be permitted on 
behalf of the Gov<'rnrnent to make such charges 
against me, and then that I should be told by 
the Chairman that these personal attacks can be 
made without an opportunity being given for 
reply. 

The CHAIR:\IAX : Order ! I hope the hon. 
m ·mber will make no further pef'onal attack. 
If the hon. m, mller is permitted ~o do so, the 
Secretary for Lands will expect to reply. Then 
the hon. m em her will wieh to make anoth, r 
attack on the Secretary for Lends, ·and bon. 
111e1nbers will se~ that there w0uJd be no end to 
attacks of this chnr-acter. The hvn. rnember has 
had his Fay, and the Secretary ior L mds has hud 
his, and it is only fttir to ask J.,oth of them not to 
enter npon any fnrther personal attack. I do 
not wish eo do anything unfair t:> the hon. 
member or to any other hon. nt·, m bee. 

Mr. ,J. LEAHY: It should be open to him to 
reply to new mat tu-. 

M'r. HAHDACHE : He should be heard in 
defencE', ,"''.ny way. 

Mr. LESINA: The Secretary for Lands has 
been permitted to get in new matter, and it 
appears that I am to be excluded from making 
any defence. I do not suppose that the con­
centmted wisdom of all the Parliaments that 
have gone before this for the last 200 years has 
taken every possible precaution to provide for 
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•uch a contingency a8 has now arisen. If in the 
conrse of a debate a person is traduced and 
slandered, and slanderecl apparently with 
impunity as far as the Standing Orders are con­
cerned, then that per··"n should have the right 
of being hp trJ in d!:'fence. Tbere is one state­
ment which he mad~ which I prop•,se to reply 
to. I am not at all concerned. I have not lost 
my tem!Jer or felt aggrievHd at what the l\Iinister 
has said. You will remember that when I 
charged the Secretary for Agriculture with 
havi11g· faked butter-boxes sent to Victoria, and 
which a representative of the .Melbourne Age 
saw with his own eyes, I asked him wh·.•ther he 
had made any reply to the charges then 
alleged against him either in a Queensland paper 
or in the Argp<· or Aue. Apparently he did not 
understand, or declined to reply. :i\ow he puts 
up his colleague to tell me tlmt if I hunt up the 
columns of the A·ruus I will cliscover the defence 
that the representative of the Sih·erwou•l DJiry 
Company made in l.Ielbourne, which explanation, 
he says, w,L-;:: conRidered Gatisfactory. Tn whmn 
was it htttisfacLory? To the hon. gentleman's 
firrn or to the agent who repre<;mntei then1 ~ If 
it h~d been consi,Jered sa,ci>'hctory would he Hot 
have been in dnty bound, bn~h for hi" uwn 
per~onal sake as a mPrchant, and in the interests 
of the C,,binet and Parliament of which h" is a 
member, tu have republished in Queensland that 
explan·ttion of his agent which was made in 
the columns of the A 1'[11<8? I '"kif he has done 
that? 

The SECRE'rARY FOH AGRIOCLTC!Uc: Yes. 

Mr. LESINA: Where? 
The SECRETARY FOR AGR!ClJLTURE: In the 

Queensland Press. 

Mr. LE SIN A: I have given all the e:rplana­
tion which the hon. mnnbcr h"s given, ,md that 
explanation is di"tmctly and emphatir<tlly un­
satisfactory. I have alrea,dy put a queshm on 
the busin" s~-pal'f·,~ for to-morro\v, asking tbe 
hon. gendeman who temporarily leads the Go­
vernn1ent an\1 his colle,'\gne ·who ha~" attacked me 
to-nighG with ~nch incredible venom, inter­
larded with all the elegant di( :ion \l'hich n. 
univ·.-:"rsit.y cour.~u can produce, for further uppor~ 
tunity of proving my c:>se. The Secretary for 
Land!'l, H'ho i::> supposed to be •",\ r-Lragun of lJil.r­
liamentary etiquette-a walking lwoll-room guide 
-reft-rs to rnetnbers as "pals" and '• rabblfs," 
and I ask a,ra,in, "l1<1t right he has to do th<tt if I 
have not the rjght to revly? I say again I ha Ye 
gi.-en notic·' of n quest-ion >tsking the Acting 
Pren1ier if he will appoint Selec~ Omnmitte'~ to 
inquire into this very seriou . .;;; n1attee, ar;d 
also the allegations of 1\Ir. Camcron in r, ference 
to those two lease,, Coomnga North e,nd South. 
If the i\1inister will grant a Select Committee, 
I hope to be able to plar'e before, it cert,ain 
evidence, and there are certain busines"' people 

who wiil also be able to place before 
[9.30 p.m.] it certain evidence, to show that. thio 

busineRs of faking brands hy the 
Silverwood Dairy Cornpany h;_u:; been going on 
for some time past, and thfet only when the het 
was reve:>led in the Melbourne Age did they 
stop it. 

The SECRETARY FOH AGmocurURE: That is 
perfectly untrue. As far as the Select Com­
mittee is concerned, I will grant it with the 
greabJst pleaAure in1agina.ble; but your state­
ments are without the faintesr. foundation. 

Mr. LESIX A: I accept the hon. gentleman's 
promise with thanks. 

:'1-Ir. KEOGH : Don't appJint it from that side 
of the House, though. 

Mr . • J. LEAHY : I do not think any side of the 
House would be unfair in a matter of that kind. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR AGRICULTURE: I don't 
care which side they come from. 

:\Ir. LESIKA: I think it cnn be left to the 
fair-mindedneH of hon. member.,, because tbis is 
a matter altogether beyond the pett'' interests 
and paso<ion,; and prejudices tlmt may agihte 
hon. munbert- at tin1e~, and which come to the 
,urfac<> during t be height of party di•cnssions. 
There is a bif1ger thing at stake than all these 
comLin d invoh·ed-and that is the honuur of 
the ~tat e. 

The i'lEORET.\RY J<'OR Aamour"TCHE : And a 
fair reJllltatinn. 

Mr. LESIN A : Not only the reputation of the 
_Acting PrLmiei' as a bu3inf-~S man but the honour 
of tbe State is in vulved ,in the honour of ont- who 
admini,ters n State Dep.•rtment and hy his con­
tinuance in office, if it can be shown that he, as 
admini,•t!ator of the Department of Agriculture, 
with a large body of well-paid experts under his 
( Jntrol, whqse business it is to see that produce 
exporkd flow Queensland shall be of the very best 
q twlit.y. It is nec"ssary to find out whether the 
hon 2;entiernan's firm, with or without his cog .. 
nis~nct::, h'\3 ~,een f1)r , orr1e cnnsidPrabJe tilne 
past indulging in certain fraudulent practices. 

The SECRETARY J;'OR AGHIOULTURE : Utterly 
wrong. 

J\Ir. LEST::\ A: If the hon. gentleman can 
clear him'--elf of this charge, well and good. I 
am not conoerued abont it one way or the other, 
although the S•. crPtary for Lands, in a low, 
sordid woy, has imputed to me a desire to g-et 
level with his colle,,,sue because I owe him £10. 
I admit the liability, and, for aught that the hon. 
gentleman knows, I may pay the Secretary for 
Agricultur,, in the morning, That is more than 
he does. \Vhat about, the £200 that be owes the 
Pastoralish' Union? 

The S~CHETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I do not 
owe them anything. 

Mr, LESI:i\'A: The hon. gentleman denied 
that statement before in this House, ar.d I 
rammed it down his throat. I sa·.: the receipts 
in ;vir. J o}}n Ca1neron's office, and so did the 
leader of the Labonr party, :\lr. Karr, and the 
hon. member for FortitudP Valley, Mr. Bow­
n1n.n. 

The SECRETARY FOil PUBLIC LANDS : It is 
al-HJ!ntely untrue that I owe the Pastoralists' 
Union £200, and, what ic more, that I e,·er got 
it from them. 

1\Ir. LESIN }'-: I saw the hon, gentleman's 
receipts. 

The SECHE1'ARY FOR Pc:BLIC LAXDS: I had iil 
from the gentleman in J\Ielbourne last session who 
\\as re·,ponsible for it. 

:i\Ir. 1\LiCART~EY : Yon carry it tno far. 
The SECHEl'AHY :FOR PUBLIC LAxns : I do not 

carry it too far. 
The CHAIR:VIAN: Order ! I trust hon. 

members will not interject. I trust the hon. 
member for Clermont will continue his remarks 
without making pert:onal attack~ upon the Secre­
tary for LandR. 

l\1r. LESI)[A: I certainly have no desire to 
irritate the Secretary for Lands by these refer­
ences. They are merely statem~nts of fact, and 
statements of fact ten times repeatedohould not 
irritate an hon. gentleman wit.h an open 1nind 
lilm the hon. gentleman. He always led us to 
behen when wc; sat on that side of the Chamber. 
and he a] ways posed :ts a fair-minded man and a 
candid critic of the party he sat b. hind-"lways, 
right up to the very lr,st moment when he 
"paired" with lnf' when I went to Sydney on 
that rather hi-turic occasion to which he referred 
to-night. 

The SEORl'JTARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I am 
ext~emely sm·,~y t~";,l ever asked Mr. Hamilton 
to nnd me " p::tlr. 
· Mr. KEOGH : Do you admit owing that £10? 

Mr. LESINA: Ifreelyadmitit. I do not sup­
pose there are 10 per cent. of the members of this 

Mr. Lesina.} 
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Committee who do not owe someone something at 
some time. The Secretary for Lands should be 
the last man in this Chamber to twit me with 
owing £10. I have not declined to pay it, although 
I might decline to p~y one half-venny after the 
Secretary for Agriculture has h~nded a private 
and confidential letter to his colleague to make 
use of in this Chamber. I ha ,·e a perfect right 
to repudiate the obligation altogether, but I do 
not propose to do so. Although we have gone 
through a long drought, and my finances are still 
somewhat straitened-(laughter)-I shall make 
an effort to raise the £10. 

The SEcm,TARY POR AGRIOUJ,TGRE: Don't 
distress yuur-eli. 

Mr. LESIN A: It may be a sah·e to his 
wounded ccnscience when he reads in Hansanl 
the extract in connection with ti1e S1lverwood 
Dairy Factory. This £10 seems to be worrying 
the hon. gentleruan. 

The SECRETARY FOR PVBLIC LANDS: You he.ve 
not got the full story yet. 

Mr. LESINA: The hon. gentleman has not 
given 'the full story yet, becaus6 I have the 
evidence of the Secretary for Agriculture himself 
to prove that he told me that t.here was !CO hurry 
about paying. He told me that in a letter. 

The SECBETAlW POR Aomcur,TORE: You need 
not distres'; yourself about it. 

Mr. LESINA: A message was sent to me to 
that effect. At all events, it was an open, 
straightforward debt, signed, sealed and de­
livered, written on parlia'"'entary paper, so that 
there could be no doubt about it :and, if the 
hon. gentleman likce., he can issue '" writ for the 
recovery of the £10. \Vh:~· should they adopt 
this paltry, spiteful method of attempting to 
save the reputation of the Government? If it is 
true that I owe the Secretary for Agriculture 
£10, how much does that help the case in connec­
tion with the'e two leases? Does it make the 
transaction any the sweeter? 

The SECRETARY POR PUBLIC J.,ANDS : \Vhy had 
not you the courage to accept my challenge? 

Mr. LESIXA: I will meet it in time. My 
policy will be disclosed in due course. (Laugh­
ter.) In admitting the responsibility ancllia­
L1ility in a small affair of £10-it is only a small 
one after all, and not one that is likely to break 
the Minister ordistrc·ss me exceedingly-· I might 
point out that the circumstanc•cS were strongly in 
favour of my keeping it dark. If I ow<o the 
.Minister £10, what have I to i(ain from exposing 
his firm for faking butter and sending it a way as 
Victorian? If I owed £100 and kept the matter 
dark, and it was ultnnately di,;covered that I was 
aware of it and had said nothin,;: about it, it might 
have been ""id that I kept my muuth shnt 
because I owed the hon. gentleman £100, and that 
I knew on which side my bread ws•; butte; ;d. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAKilS : You 
have not told all the facts yet, I can tell you. 

Mr. LESINA: The hon. gentleman does not 
know all the facts. I might tell the Committee 
something that he does not know, and he might 
tell them some things that I do not know, and 
which they do not know ; but, if the hon. gentle­
man is going to adopt those tactics in his attempts 
to bolster up the fast-failing reputation of this 
Government, he will probably by and by make 
an active canva~::.s of the car,_er of every hon. 
member who acts the part of candid critic of the 
Government. The hon. member for Bnrnett has 
acted as a rather candid friend, and I expect he 
will have that hon. member's career run down to 
the roots. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : He has 
nothing to be ashamed of, which is more than 
you can say. 

Mr. LESINA: If you are candid in your 
riticism, then the Oxford Don or the Cambridge 

[Mr. Lesina. 

Don of the Ministry will try to discover some­
thing ahout yon and bring it before this Chamber. 

The CHAIH:\1AN : Order, order! 
Mr. LESINA: There is one other point that 

the hou. genti 'lman made, and that was with 
respect to a railw"'y pass granted to :Mrs. Lesina. 
I never deniRd the fact that I got a pass for :1Irs. 
Le si na, and I told my el~ct.ors that I got a pass 
to enable her to vi-it Clermont with me. I have 
a! ways been an op"n advocate, both in this House 
and out of it, of the granting of passes once or 
twice a year to members for the use of their 
wives in visiting their constitueneiP3. It is dune 
in New South \Vales. The federal ruemb·rs 
avail themselves of passes throughout Queens­
land; and the :\finister him,Plf, the preoent 
leader nf the Opposition, the President of the 
Legislative Conncil, Mr. Arthnr Mm·gan, who 
was leader of the Government, nnd half a dozen 
more have all had passes for their wives. Other 
Labour members besides myself had passes, but 
their names do not appear in the return. I know 
that, and the Commib"iuner knows it. 

The SECRETARY POR l'l:BL!C LANDS: Name 
them. 

Mr. LESI="A: I am not going to name them. 
The SECRETAHY POR PUBLIC LA~ms: You can­

not name them. 
Mr. LE SI"!'\ A: The hon. gentleman might 

name them in order to throw mud at them. It 
is no disgrace for a member to get a pas:;; for his 
wife and family. .Richer men than I am have 
got these passes. 'fhe hon. member not only 
gets passes, but special trains, and if he gets 
special trains, 'urely I am entitled to get a free 
pass for my wife. 

'l.'he SEClmTARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : All the 
narnes are given. 

Mr. LESINA: I am not discredited by the 
revelation of the fact that I got a pass for my 
wife ; I never attempted to keep the matter 
secret myself. I believe the question was asked 
with the least frienchhip to myself, but I do not 
feel aggrieved. 'rhis is another of tho.<e paltry 
attempts to secure a passing or ten1porary advan­
tage at my expense. I say a15ain, if I want a 
pass for my wife I will apply for it. I won't 
apply for special trains for other men's wives, 
anyhow. I would like to 88e the thing estab­
lished as a matter of right. I believe the Com­
missioner, or 11r. Pratten, will always grant a 
pass to a member who goes to him unless the 
Minister has expres,ly denied it. There is no 
hann in it. \Ve are not rich n1€'n. I have been 
engaged in politics in this Sta~e for seven or eight 
years, and 1 have not got a hanking account Ol' a 
penny to my credit. If I go out of politics I 
certainly won't own a block of land or a couple 
of terrace houses like the H,>rne Secretary. 

Tbe CHAIR!\L\N : Ord r! I must again 
ask the hon. member to discontinue making 
these personal reflections on hon. members. 

:Mr. LESIN A: I shftll drop that matter, and 
refer to another thing· tbe bon. gentleman '·aid. 
Yuu permitte'i hnn, lVfr. J ad<eon, to go b:tck to 
Hctnsard, sev,"n, eight, or nine years ago, and 
read out extracts from speeches delivered in this 
Chamber by myself. You heard those extracts 
r cad, an:l probably know the circumstances 
under which thc·se words were utterf L \V e then 
sat on the otber side of the House as members of 
the Parliamentary Lab0ur party, and if you did 
not 8.ltogether approve of those sentiments, you 
did not, as t~r as my :men1ory serves n1e, or the 
record.s of I£a·"k1Ct,rrl show, express any dissatis­
faction. The I\Iinister for Lands was sitting on 
this side then, behind the hon. member for 
Bulloo, as a good supporter of his Government, 
and he did not under th:: circumstances then 
existing get up and attaclc me for usini( such 
language towards the hon. member for Bulloo. 
\Vhy does he refer to it to-nig-ht? 
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Mr. J. LEAHY: He incited it. 
The SECRETARY FOH Pl'BLIC LAXDS : The 

hon. member for Bulloo cnt take his part ex­
tremely well. He doesn't want yonr assistance. 
He knocked you sky high on that occasion. 

Mr. LESI:\A: That is a matter of opinion. 
The hon. gentleman later on helped to kncck him 
sky high. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I did 
not help to knock him sky high-it is an abso­
lutelv untrue statement. 

Mi· . . T. LEAHY : He paired with you. 
Mr. LESINA: The hon. gentleman denies 

that, and according to parliamentary procedure 
I must accept his denial. 

The SECllETARY ~"OR PUBLIC LANDS : You have 
got to do it. 

Mr. LESINA: The hon. gentleman secured a 
portfolio in thi;; Cabinet, and now sits as a 
member of the G<Jvernment which I am 
{lriticising. 

The SECHETARY FOR PuBLIC LA"ms : Sit in 
front of me like a man, instead of behind me. 

Mr. LESINA: 'With all due respect to the 
hon. member, I am entitled to sit where I like, 
and express myself where I like in this 
Chamber. 

The SECRET AllY FOR Pl:BLIO LANDS : No you 
are not. It is breaking parliamentary law. 

Mr. LESIKA: The hon. gentleman has been 
breaking parliamentary law all night until you 
restrained him, :VIr. J ackson. The hon. gentle­
man is using very insulting expressions under 
his breath. It only shows that there is more of 
the snob in him than there is of the gentleman. 

The CHAIR:\1AN: Order ! I must ask the 
hon. gentleman to withdraw that remark. 

Mr. LESINA: I withdraw the term "snob" 
out of respect to all bootmakers. (Laughter.) 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. gentleman 
must withdraw it unreservedly. 

Mr. LESINA: I withdraw it without any 
further qualification. There was another point 
raised by the hon. gentleman in the course of his 
speech to which I propose to make some refer­
ence. I had intended to bring the nmtter np 
on my firsL speech, but did not do so because of 
certain circumstances which led me to change 
my mind-that was with respect to an interjec­
tion which appears in HansMd. I asked the 
present leader of the Government a question 
the other day with respect to the uses to which 
the "Lucinda" had been put, and for other 
information which I thought I wa<J entitled to 
as a representative of the taxpayers. Instead of 
the information being vouchsafed to me the 
Premier sat quiet and declined to reply. I tnuk 
the first opportunity I had, when "motion w .s 
moved by the leader of the Government that we 
go into Committee of Supply to deal with the 
Financial Statement, to ventilate, as a grievance, 
this breach of the rights of members of this 
Chamber. In the course d my speech the Pre­
mier interjected, and I got np and asked was 
I in order in asking for the papers in connec­
tion with the Native Cat mining syndicate to be 
published. The ban. gentlemen went seven or 
eight years back to quote a speech. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LANDS: Are you 
dealing now with what occurred the other day? 

Mr. LESINA: The hon. gentleman's narra-
tive. · 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LANDS : EverY­
body knows what a travesty of fact this state­
nient is. 

Mr. LESINA: The hon. gentleman quoted 
to-night from Hansard that when the Premier 
declmed to answer my question with respect to 
the use to which the "Lucinda" was pnt, I then 
got np and asked, without notice, would I be in 

order in r.sking that the )Japers in connection 
with the Native Cat mining syndicate be pub­
lished? 

The SECREl'AlH >'OR PUBI.IC LANDS : It was 
in a most insulting wny you did it. 

:Mr. LESIN A : I asked that, and the hon. 
gentleman b:ts gone to work to unearth the 
speech made by me during the absence of JYir. 
Kidston in gngland when he was sick and 
on le•tve-whither he hfld been sent by the 
Labourites in order that he might recover his 
health-o.nd in his ab····nce the hon. member for 
Bnl:o,, made an attack on his connection with 
the Nativ•e Cat syndicate. 

:Mr. ,T. LEAHY : It was at the time he wa" on 
these benche' and loefore he went. I never 
attack a man behind his back. 

1\Ir. LJ£SIN A: I got up and defended him in 
a strenuous speech. 

The SECRETARY >'Ol\ PUBLIC LANDS: Yes, he 
was referring to you in his speech. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: He was present on the only 
time I ever spokP about it. 

Mr. LgSINA: Yes, it was during his absence 
that I defended th!' Premier on that particular 
occasion. The Minister quoted something to­
night as an evidence, from his point of view, 
that for the sake of mere political spleen I was 
prepared to go back on the defence I then made 
of the hon. gentleman at present at the head of 
the Government. I did nothing of the sort. At 
th~t time I had not the facts of the c,\se in my 
possession. All I had to go on was the state­
ment made by M:r. Kidston himself, which 
appears in Hansa>·d, which I read when I was 
trying to defend him. But since then I have 
come into possession of facts in connection with 
the Native Cat syndic<>te, which facts are con­
tained in documents at the Mines OfficP. The 
hon. gentleman has gone to the police office-he 
has invaded the confidential privacy of the police 
offices, apparently with the consent of his col­
leagues, and he is doing a dangerou.s thing. 

The SECRETARY "'OR PuBLIC LANDS: I knew 
it years ag~. 

Mr. LE SIN A: The hon. gentleman says he 
knew it, and yet I have heard private members 
say that they had seen the private and confi­
dential documents of the' Police Department. 
How did the hon. gentleman get them? Now 
I am going to put the facts plainly before the 
Committee. 

The SECHETARY >'Ol\ PUBLIC LAXDS: I know 
of certain docrunents, 

Mr. LESlN A: I would like the hon. member 
to make hb statements outside where I could get 
at him by a criminal prosecution, and he would 
have to call his witnesses. No, he would p,)oner 
n1ake then1 here under pri vilP0e. There is 
nothing to prevent anyhody going to the police 
and making a compliLint, and afterwards bring­
ing it up here. 

The SECllETARY "'OR PuBLIC LANDS : Do you 
deny that such a document exists? 

Mr. LESINA: I am tLt going to deny any­
thing. I am not going to be cross-examined by 
the hon. gentleman even although he is a barris­
ter. He wants to practise {)ll me because he 
never gets any practice in the courts. (Laughter.) 

Mr. J. LEAHY: He has selected a bad subject. 
::Y.Ir. LESI:;\;A: Yee, as he will tind out by 

and by. I am going to put the facts as they 
come to mr in connection with the Native C.1t. 
The hon. gentleman has made statements which 
might have an injurious effect on my prospects 
for the coming election. 

The SEcRET AllY ~'OR PUBLIC LANDS: Deal with 
them 011 the Milling Estimates. 

Mr. LESINA: No, I want what I have got 
to say to go to the country cheek by jowl with the 
hon. member's statements, so that the electors 

Mr.Lesina.] 
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will have the whole thing before them. Briefly 
put, I have here seven points which I wish to put 
before this Committee. 

The SECI\B:TAUY B'Oll I'L'llLIC LANDS: Move 
for tho"e >'"pers. 

:\lr. LESll'\ A: 'fhe hon. gentleman thinks 
that because he is able to deal with the police 
reeord~, he is going to dut1 \Vith Lhi~. 

The CHAlR1L\N: Order! If the hon. 
gentleman is going to read these documents he 
"ill not be in order. 

Mr. LESll'\A: A men~ber is judged by the 
public and his constituents from the standpoint 
he takes in this ChRmber. If this statement is 
allowed t0 go unchallenged, my constituents will 
read in Hcmsard only one-half of the c cse, and it 
will put me in a false position. No member of 
the Committee would like a s•.aternent to go 
against his name, and allo.v it to go unchallenged, 
e'pecially when he has got the facts at his 
fingers' endR, and with due propriety wishes to 
put them into the columns of uur journal. I 
think I have a ri0·ht, under the circurnstance8, to 
get thes<" seven pornts into Efansa1·d. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. gentle­
man will not be in order In referring to that 
matter. I ask him to have some regard for the 
Chainrwn's ruling. 

1Ir. LESIJ'\ A: I have no desire to dispute 
your ruling in this matter. But what things are 
in order nnd what things are out of order? You 
are the judge. You say that certain things are 
in order when the Minister deals with them. 
The :Vlini,ter '·as in order when he referred to 
the Native Cat, and I am out of order when I 
deal with it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I simply 
quoted what you said. 

Mr. LJ~SIS A: And I will quote what the 
paper said. Am I in order in quoting from a 
newspaj•er an extract bearing upon the matter? 

The CH . .\IRI\IAN : The hon. member has no 
right to make a personal attack on any other 
n1ember. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. LESil'IA: The ::VIinister for Lands does 
not take hi.;;; g-ruelling s) quiet'y as I took mine. 
He iti wriggling about here as if he were sittiHg 
on oome priekly pear-some of the prickly pear 
from the prickly PP'H 'elections. (Laughter.) 

The OHAlR:viAN: The hon. member made 
a long sp~ech and the Hinister replied to 
him. l\T ow the hon. rr,embPr is ent0ring upon 
another long speech) and is opening upne\vJnatter. 
I ha.ve given the hon. meinber fair ... varning, and 
now ask hitn again to di.:-continUf" his per:~onal 
attacks on 1fir,isters. 

11r. LESlNA: I am not atb1cking Ministers. 
I will put it thio way : The mining industry is 
referred to in the Governor's Speech and 
also in this Stt1tement, ar:d that is a matter 
which you will remember that I did not refer 
to at all. As a mining representative I 
am entitled to be heard on mining matters, and 
I would like to expbin the way that mining 
n"atters are put before us in Queemland. vVe 
have befor" us a :!\lining Bill which proposes 
certain anwndments in our n1ining law. I regret 
that we are not making more progress with that 
measure, and in that you, 11r. J ackson, will 
join with me as a mining member. It is a 
matter that deserves the eitrnest attention of 
mining members generally. Tn Queensland of 
recent years mining- has fallen into somewhat 
bad odour. Mr. Millican, the selected candidate 
to contest the next election at Charter.s Towers 
with JI.Ir. Paul!, was recently interviewed by the 
Dnily 1liail, a very enterprising journal. They 
will excuse me getting a small "ad." in for that 
journal, but the Premier got a good "ad." 
and gave them a big cheque for it. Anyone 

[Mr. Lesina. 

who read that interview would see that Mr. 
Jl.lillican pointed out that the names of certain 
mining districts in Queensland actually stank 
in the nostril" uf the inVesting public. This, he 
tr lls ns, was due to the flotation aud oooming 
and 1nisrepre~entation amongst unscrupulous. 
persons. If we can stop th,, t kind of thing 
it 1s by passing an up-to-date Mining Act. \Ve 
all know what tbe n1ining indnstty JS. It has been 
referred to in the Financial Statement, awl it 
was referred to by the Treasurer before, and be 
said it should be encouraged, Now, tbe best 
way to encourage it is to prevent the flotation of 
cronk shows, to prt'vent the Ralting of rnines, to 
prevent thP alteration of documents dealing with 
snrveys of mines, and to prevent the issuing of 
faked prospectmes. It is a thing that every 
mining member has an interest in, and I par­
ticularly, as a n1ining n1ember, have an intr'rest 
in it. I can tell you of the manner in which 
there is an interf<·rence with the maps issued by 
the :!\lines De]Hrtnwnt, and I take this oppor­
tunity of giving a description of thi., policy of 
salting and booming. 

The 8JWHE'l'ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : This is 
out of order. Deal with it on the J'\.lining Esti­
rrlates. 

Mr. LESil'\ A: The hon. gentleman is attempt-· 
inf! to dict.1te to me and to the Chairman. He 
has no right to do either. I am not great gnns 
on parliamentary procedure; I cannot eon1pare 
myself with the hon. gentleman in that r1 ,pect. 
He may have consider:~ble influence with the 
Committee, but I do not know if that influence 
extends to the Government. As an illustr,.~_tion 
of these unfortunate financial methods which are 
tending to ruin t'•e mining industry in the eyes 
of inve.<wri', I would like to give you a simple 
case. Here ie a c:>:'e which we will cail hv any 
apocryphal name you like. \Ve will c~cll it the 
Dingo .Mining Comp~ny. Here is a promoter 
who gets hnld of this mine. 

The SJ<:CHETARY FOR PcBLIC LA~ms: This is 
dirt.y. You are disregarding the rnles of the 
House, and you ought to be ashamed of your­
self. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I called the hon. 
mernbBr to order anrl sairl he could no~ get in 
that document, and he appeal, to me to be cry­
ing to get it in by a subterfuge. 

The tlECHETARY ~'OR PUBLIC LANDS : Hear, 
hear! It j, a clirty piece of business. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I hope hon. 
members will not interject when the Chairman 
is addresRing the House. I a<>.k the bon. member 
for CJermont not to pursue that subject any 
fmther, or I shall have to treat him as disregard­
ing the order of the Chair. 

1\Ir. KEOGH: l'\ ame him ! 
The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. member 

will take notice <•f my ruling. 
Mr. LEST?~ A: My experience of being 

''named'' in thi~ Cown1ittee is rather extensive,_ 
and I have no desire to come into 

[10 p.m.] conflict with the Ckcir. The 
::Vlinister for Lands maintains that 

I am endeavouring by a snbtt.··rfnge to get 
in facts concerning a, mining swindle. I ca.n tell 
the hon. gentleman that if I do not get them in 
now, I shall get them in on another occa,ion. 

The SECRE'l'ARY FOR PuBLIC LA!>JJS : The 
honest way to do it is by moving a direct motion. 

Mr. LESINA: The hem. member can call 
"not formal" to tbo.t motion, and it would then 
go down to the bottom of the business-paper, and 
I would not get to it till Christmas. 

The SECHETARY FOR PcnLrc LMms : That is 
the proper course for the hon. member to take, 
and he has no right to refer to the matter in this 
debate. 

Mr. LESINA: Whose speech is this, the 
Minister for Lands' or mine ? vVe shall see 
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about 400 interjections in the report of my speech 
to-morrow. I made a few interjections when 
the hon. gentleman was speaking, and I was 
called to order. 

'l'hc CHAIRMAX: Order! The hon. memb?r 
is one of the most persistent interjectors in this 
House. (Hear, hr tr !) At the s,Ufle time, I 
hope the ~fmister for Lll.nds will not continue to 
int,rj;ict. 

Mr. LE SIN A : Perhaps the Minister for 
Lands will now permit me to pursue the even 
tenor of my way-it's about the only tenner I 
have got. (Laughter.) As I cannot refer to this 
ma\ter, which I am anxious to do, I shall leave 
it for some other occasion. But I should like to 
assure the Minister that, in the new light that 
has been shed upon me in connec•ion with this 
matter, I was perfectly justified in a,king that 
question of the Speaker the other day. If the 
hon. gentleman knew the circumstances of the 
case, I am sure that he would agree with me in 
this matter. I can give the sigued documents, 
the dates, and the report of Mr. 1\Iaitland, as 
well a< other things in connection with this 
matter; and they show that a gigantic fraud 
was perpetrated, and very nearly reached the 
acme of success. But on account of a threat of 
legal proceedings the matter was dropped. A 
signed document was put in admitting that, and 
the sum of £500 given in shares. 

The UHAJR:'I'IAN: Order l 
Mr. LESINA: I am simply pointing these 

things out by the way. '1 he Minister must 
agree with me that there has been a miscarriage 
of justice in regard to some gentlemen who are 
not very remotely interested in the butter 
industry, and that if it had not been for the 
heavy thundering of the Melbourne Press we 
should probably have heard nothing n,bout it, 
!3ince CE>rt.S),in per;;:nno;- exercir;e a predominant 
influence in the Cabinet. I am driven to the 
conclusion that thi~ Government is not the clean 
potato. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order l Do I understand 
the hon. member to impute corruptivn to the 
Government? 

The SECRETARY ]'OR PUBLIC LANDS: He does 
most distinctly. 

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member is 
doing that be is distinctly out of order. I am 
sorry I did not notice the hon. member sooner, 
or l should have gtopped him, as he is distinctly 
out of order in imputing person 1l corruption to 
any member of this Chamber. The only way in 
which the hon. member can proceerl in a matter 
of that kind is by moving a substantive motion 
in the HouRe. 

Mr. LESINA: I do not dispute your ruling, 
but if I desire to discuss the matter at any great 
length there is nothing in the world to prevent 
me moving the adjournment of the House to­
morrow, if I can get five members to support 
me, to call attention to the different treatment 
to which the butter industry haR been subjected 
by the Acting Premier in different cases. l 
should be only doing my duty in a patriotic sense 
in calling attention to such a matter, and I pro­
pose to do my duty even if in doing so I offend 
the tender susceptibilities of Disraeli's phantom 
who presides over the embarrassed Lands Oftice. 
I propose to take that course in vindi~ation of 
my actinn in this House. \Vith respect to the 
other matters the hon. member referr~d to, they 
had been hinted at for some considerable 
time past. The hon. gentleman does not 
know all the circumstances of the case. I 
have known for some time that one or 
two members have been enge.ged in the dirty 
work of diseeminating these things about me, 
and that they have gone among my constituents 
to do so, but so far I have been unable to lay 
any one of them by the heels. But the moment 
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I do so, I will take the same course with them ·,s I 
would take with the Minister for Lands. If he 
will make outside this Chamber the statement he 
has made here to-night with respect to Cd'tain 
matters, I will rip a libel writ into him as quick 
as winking, and give him an opportunity of 
offering to the legal fraternity in this city some of 
the £200 he defrauded the Pa,toralists' Union of. 

Mr. MURPHY (Croydon): I feel some diffi­
dence in spe"king now, afrer the big gnns of the 
House have been firing at one another. A,; a 
matter of fact, I have no grievance against the 
Government. Looking at matters from a purely 
Labour p:Jint of view, the Governn.ent have 
not done everything that the Labour party 
<Je,ire, hut, as the Worker pointed out when this 
alliance was entered into between the Labour 
party and the ether section of the Government, 
we could not expect to get all that we clesired; 
and in the manifesto issnecl by p,., mier Morgan it 
pointed out we were given considerably more than 
we had any right to expect. When speaking the 
other night, the hon. member for Clermont 
twitted rnem~er~ of this party with sitting quietly 
by and penmttmg the Government to pay Dr. 
JYlaxwell £3,000 a year, and expenses, which in 
one case he stated were £100, and which he 
afterwards incrtased to £1,000. 

Mr. LESIXA: No; I '""id he got £800 or £900 
for cab hire an•l r-xpenses. 

Mr. MURPHY: So far as I and certain other 
members of the Lab•mr party are concerned, we 
had absolutely nothing to do with the formation 
of this coalition. There were occasions in the 
history of this Government when the hon. mem­
ber for Clermont and other memhers of the 
party who are continuelly referring to the fact 
that members of the L>tbour party sit quietly 
down and permit Dr. I\1axwell to draw £3,000 
a year might have shown their di,approval. 
I remember that when I came into this House in 
1904, when a vote of want of confidence was 
mond by the Opposition, one of the charg-e~ 
against the Government was that thev had re­
appointed Dr. Max well at a salary of £3,000 a 
ytar. ~What position did the ],on. member for 
Leic~hardt, 1fr. Hardacre, or the hon. member 
for Clennont, Mr. Lesinn, or certain other hon. 
members who were c~mtinually criticising the 
Government for keeping Dr. lYiaxwell in the 
service of the State, take up on that occasion? 
On the occasion of the vote of want of confidence 
in 1904 it only required one member of the 
Labour party, or one memher sitting behind the 
Government, to cross the floor of the House and 
turn the Government out of office. 

Mr. HARDACRE : I called attention to that 
particular fact. 

Mr. MURPHY: If the hon. member thought 
the Government had acted so badly, it was his 
duty to have walked across the fluor, and turned 
the Government out. It is absolutely unfair for 
members to be continually twitting other mem­
bers of the Labour party for sitting down quietly 
and permitting thrs appointment, when they 
know perfectly well that m,d,-r the aareemer,t 
entered into on that occasion, Dr. Max"well has 
still two years to run. They suppmted the 
Government; they were perfectly satiofied with 
the Governmtnt then. They went to the country 
as an alliance. The members of the Central 
Political Executive of the Labour party sat with 
certain members of the coalition. Certain mem­
bers of the Parliamentary Labour party at that 
time absolutely objected to the hon. member for 
the Valley, 1\fr. Bowman, and Mr. Seymour, 
who were then members of the Central Political 
:Executive, from sitting on that advisory board, 
bec~use they were not members of Parliament. 
At that time-it is just as well to point this 
out-the Wo1'ke1', which is now continually 
denouncing the coalition and the members of the 

Mr. lYiu1·phy.j 
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Parliamentary Labour party who are supporting 
the coalition, was then very favourable to the 
coalition. I hove looked up a leader which 
appeared in the W01·ker of 23rd July, 1D04. It 
was lw:tded, "Difficulties of the Alliance," and 
it said-

" To clash or not to clash?" That is the question. 
"\Vhether it is nobler in the party to suffer the stings 
and arrows of outrageou<.:< boodlers or to ~ake up arms 
against the clash of candidates, and, by opposing, ew:l 
them!-'' 

It is evident that if the eoalition is to continue ftnd to 
emerge triumphcmt from the elections, there must be a 
liberal spirit of give-and-take observed iu the matter of 
seats to be contested. 

The pitting of Labour and :\!organ candidatel'l a~ainst 
each other for se:tts held by the enemy, (';11 only rF,..nlt 
in defeat and disaster 

1'hat a course so fraught with evil for the State 
n1ust be averted at whatever cost, most Labourites will 
agree. The ne.Je:-sity for action will scarcely be denied. 
The matter at issue is not the why, but the how. 

ln a number of electorates the difficulty will not 
arise, the claims of one party or the other being so 
obviously paramount as to leave no room for difference 
of opinion. 

But there are other electorates in which clashing 
must eventuate, unless some agreement is arrived at, 
and rival claims are adjusted in a friendly spirit "out 
of court." 

An effort is at 1)resent being made to bring about this 
desirable consummation, but it can only succeed with 
the loyal and disinterested co-operation of the Labour 
organisations concerned. 

The Worker, as the official mouthpiece of the orga­
nised movement, and the staudard-bearm· of what is 
often termed "(:lxtremism," expresses the earnest hope 
that the effort may be crowned w1th success, and that 
in those electoratf's where seats have been jointly 
allotted to the l\Iorgan candidates, the organisations 
will recognise the Situation, and loyally subordinate 
their laudable ambitions to the pressing needs of the 
country. 

* In face of a common danger it would be the latalest 
error not to make common cause. Shall the allies fight 
each other while the guns of the enemy are turned 
upon both? 

• * 
The arrangement arrived at has been made in the 

best interests of the party. Yet there is nothing to 
prevent the organisations concerned from ignoring the 
-compromise and battlmg for their own hands-nothing, 
that is, save their sense of party loyalty R.nd of the 
mutual obligations ot the alliance. 

'rhe 1Vorker believes, however. that a uatriotic regard 
for the well-being of the movement as a whole will 
prev l~il, and that the local bodies will not insist upon 
the letter of their rights, but accept the arrangement 
1nade as the best possible under all the conditions. 

Therefore, when I rise to say that I have nothing 
against the , Government, I look at the matter 
purely from a coalition point of view. I recol· 
lect tha,t on the occasion of that vote of wo,nt of 
confidence in 1904 that the very men who are 
now continually denouncing the Government 
were its strongest supporters. 

Mr. HARDACRE: We know them a good deal 
better now. 

Mr. JYIURPHY : The hon. member knew 
perfectly well on that occasion what the policy 
of the Government was. 

Mr. HARDACRE : Had I known I would not 
have supported them. 

Mr. MURPHY : I have no objection to mem· 
bers of this party criticising the actions of the 
Government. 'They are perfectly justified in 
doing that. What I do object to is that 
they should continually denounce members who 
are sitting in a coalition which they them"el ves 
created. I remember when the hon. member 
for Clermont recently came into my electorate 
he made great capital out of a speech which 
he delivered during the crisis of 1904. He 
pointed out that he had defended the coali­
tion so well that the Government issued 25,000 
copies of his address in order to show the 
Labour electors of Queensland that the Labour 
party were perfectly satisfied with the Govern-
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ment. He also remarked that when Mr. Philp 
crossed over to the Opposition ~ide of the House 
he smiled. "'Why," asked the hon. member, 
" did he smile?" Becaus8 he thought the 
traditional policy of the Labour party would 
prevent the Labour members from coalescing with 
any party in the Hou'e and keeping him out of 
office. He also said: "\Ve were quite satisfied to 
join forces with Mr. Denham, Mr. Bell, Mr. 
Blair, and Mr. M organ," and adderl that, 
although the only promises made were adult 
suffrage and exemption under the incon1e tax 
up to £100-it was, though not a lib<'ral pro­
grarrnne, a better progran1n1e than they were 
likely to obtain if they allowed the other side to 
remain in office. As I said, I have no objection 
to Labour members criticising the actions of the 
Government, "r differing from the Government, 
but I must again repeat that it is ahsolutely 
unfair for Labour members to condemn other 
Labour members for supporting the coalition. 

Mr. HAHDAORE: They pass syndicate rail­
waYs. 

1\iir. MURPHY : The hon. member for 
Leichhardt knew perfectly well when he went to 
iYir. JYiorgan, and obtained a letter from him, 
that the Etheridge railway was a part of the 
policy of the Government. Not only did the hon. 
member for Leichhardt ask for a letter from Mr. 
JYiorgan to show that he had confidence in him, 
he went further. He came to the members of 
thA Labour party-the men he is continually 
denouncing, and begged that we would pass a 
vote of confidence in him at the same time. 

Mr. HARDACRE: No, I did not. 
Mr. MURPHY: I say the hon. member did. 
Mr. J. LEAHY: Go on washing your dirty 

linen. 
The CHAIRMAN: Order ! The hon. mem­

ber for Croydon must refrain from making a 
personal attack on the hon. member for Leich-
hardt. · 

Mr. MURPHY: Yes, certainly. Only I just 
recollect that the hon. member for Leichhardt 
was not too particular about making personal 
attacks on myself and other members during the 
passage of tbe Etheridge Railway Bill, and I >tm 
a! w2ys prepared to take tea with the hon. mem­
ber for Leichhardt, or anyone else. 

Mr. HARDACRE: A few words can settle you 
all right. 

Mr. MURPHY : Possibly they can, bnt I will 
promise the hon. member that I will take a lot 
more settling than be thinks. I had no desire 
to refer to any of these matters at all. I have 
said ,·,]ready that I have no objection to other 
members acting as they think fit, provided they 
leave me alone. 

Mr. BARBEH: It is a gcod time for a wash, 
now that there has been some rain. 

Mr. MURPHY: I do not know that it is a 
particularly good time for a wash. 

The CHAIRMAN : I did not understand the 
hon. member for Leichhardt to make any .:.ttack 
on the hon. member for Croydon during this 
debate. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: Hit something, anyhow. 
Mr. MURPHY: The hem. member for 

Bundaberg during the course of his speech com­
plained about the Government charging friendly 
societies ls. for keeping their accounts in the 
Government Sa1ings Bank; but I do not think 
the hon. member would like to see the Govern· 
ment turned out of office on that account. I 
think it is a very reasonable charge, as other 
banks charge 10s. In the Savings Bank, unless 
the account earns 1s. interest, no charge is made. 
I know that on one occasion all the money I had 
left in my bank was 5s., and it was taken at the 
end of the year to pay for keeping my account. 

Mr. BARRER: I have letters from fifty-five 
societies complaining about it. 
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Mr. ::\HIRPHY: Now, the Government have 
not done eYerything we would like to see them 
do, but they have certainly kept the promises 
they maJe to the part.y, and surelv we are bound 
by the Cc)mpact entered into. vVe have got a 
great deal more than was promised. vVe have 
got a grea~ deal more than the Labour p cpers 
tXpected we would get, and I 'ay the eompact 
having been entPred into for this Parliament, it 
is the duty of the party and the organisations 
to keep to the compact as closely as pos.,ible. 

i\ofr. HAHDACRJ<; : And hang the electors. 

Mr. MURPHY: No, I have no desire to do 
that. I have ahvJ.ys made my po,ition clear. 

Mr. HARDACllE: You signed the platform? 

Mr. MURPHY: Yes, I did. 
i\ofr. HARDACRE: And you have departed 

bomi~ · 
Mr. MURPHY : No, I have not. At all 

event,, if I have been a sinner in any way, I am 
an unrepentant sinner. I have stuck loy.t!ly to 
the pled'("·' I gave my electors, and if they are 
dissatisfied with my actions they can turn me 
out at the next election, and if they do I am not 
.going to cry about it. 

Mr. KERR: You have their confidence. 

Mr. MURPHY: I am not going to Mr. 
Kidston and ask him to give me a letter that I 
have his confidence. It is a matter of perfect 
indifference to me whether I have or not. I 
must confess that during the debate we have 
hearrl very little of the Financial Statement. 
The Tr~asurer frank! v admits that the Govern­
ment have not been able to do everything they 
desired to do, but they have done those things 
which appeared most urgent without losing sight 
of their first duty-that of making the revenue 
suffice for the disbursements of the year. I must 
congratulate the Government on having kept the 
promises which Premier Morgan and i\ofr. 
Kidston gave in reference to the income tax. 
They said that, as soon as circumstancPs per­
mitted it, they would increaee the exemption. I 
am pleased to see that tlwy have increased it to 
£160, and I hope Queensland will so continue to 
prosper that ultimately we will get an exemption 
of £200 on all inc·'mes. I think it would be 
unde··-irable for the Government to ace. on the 
su~gestion of some n1embers to reduce railway 
freights. The railwa;;s should pay interest on 
the capital inve.,ted, and, if y·m reduce railway 
feeights, the loss will have to come out of the 
pockets of the people by tne:tns of taxation. I 
say that our rail way system, as a wholP, should 
pay interest on the capital invested. Th' agita­
tion for reduced freights is in the intereet of 
th.3 largely-populated southern centre:', These 
people never howled when the Gulf rates were 
increased 25 per cent. 

Mr. 0AliiPBJ<;LL: ·what was the result in New 
Zealand? 

Mr. ;}1URPHY: I think it was beneficial, but 
I do not think it is going to benefit Queens­
land at the present time. In New ze,land, 
while they were reduc:ng railway freights they 
were piling up a Ligger interest burden by 
continually borrowing money. This is the first 
Government in Australia which has ceased to 
borrow, and which has stopped the sale of land 
for revenue purpose·· The Labour party are 
~ontinually taken to task bee •.use they permitted 
the Government to ''ell land, but when the con,li­
tion wae entere·l into it was thoroughly under­
stood not only by the organisatiom, bnt by the 
leaders of the organisations, that the sale of land 
~ould not be discontinued for some time. I am 
very glad to see that the Treasurer does not pro­
pose to raise any revenue from that source this 
year, and that la"t year he only raised £8,000 by 
the sale of land. Duringthedebatememberson the 

other side have attributed the surplus to the good 
seasons, and have given the Treasurer very little 
credit for anything he has done. 

Mr. CAl\IPBJ<;LL : Do you not think the main 
credit is dne to Providenc': ? 

1lr. MURPHY: Yes, I d0, and I recollect 
that whAn thi;;; Governrnent first came into office 
certain Qmenslanden gathered in a little town­
ship in Western Australia and they sang-­
" Praise God from whom »ll ble'''ings flow." 
Still I think some credit is dne to the Treasurer, 
and I may point out that the Hon. A. J. Tbynne, 
wbo has been connected wi1h the political his­
tory of the St:tte for many years, gave the 
'freasnrer prnise recently at the annual dinner 
of Queenslanders in London, and I have taken 
this interesting Htract from the Sydney Bulletin-

Thynne's BH.nanland friends are preparing to give him 
a warm time \V hen he return:;. Thynne is their mouth­
piece in the Upper House-the House of Stinking· Fish. 
But he is now in l~ngln..nd, tr.~'ing to raif: -~ money for the 
Chlllagoe Company to bullrl the Etberldge Railway 
with, and a man who 'vants to rclise a lot of money 
can't afford to say that his country is ruined, and gone 
to the dogs and the deviL His friends can hardly 
believe that it was A. J. Tbvnne who said at the annual 
Q.ueensland dinner- -

"We used to ha ye great times and a great surplus 
when we spent from £2,000,000 to £3,000,000 a year of 
loan money. Things were lively then; public and 
private expenditure were on a 18-vish ~ellle. But we 
are happily past that Public expenditure has been cut 
down to the very lowest figure to which a C'Lrefnl 
Treasurer could possibly reduce it. Private expenditure 
has also been diminished to reasonable proportions. 
And what is the result? The people of Queensland­
apart from a few public speakers who are generally a 
great nuisance-have turned their attention to actual 
work; and it is by actual work during the last two or 
three years that they llave been able, without the aid 
or borrowed money, to show a magnificent surplus, and 
to make substantial progress individually and collec­
tively. They put their shoulder to the collar, pulled 
thelr heaYy loH-d over the hill, and have now in front 0t 
them a pe1-iod of' greater prosperity than they have ever 
hitherto had in prospect." 

I think it is to Mr. Thynne's credit that he spoke 
so well for Queensland, becanse most Legislative 

Councillors who go to the old 
[10.30 p.m.] conntry from Australia are in the 

habit of abusing their country. But 
Mr. Thynne knew that Queensland was a good 
country, and that all the talk about socialistic 
legisbtion is bunkum. As a Northerner, I am 
very pleased to not.ice the amount of interest 
which has lately been evinced not only in this 
Chamber, but in the metropolitan papers, in the 
far N orthtrn portion of the State. On every 
poe'·;ible occasion reference hies been made in this 
House to the Cloncurry Railw:Jy. The Govern­
ment he.ve been sev, rely criticised for not having 
already started that railw2y; but accr.rdiug to 
the Secretary for Rail way,, every effort is being 
made to pu'h on as early a.s possible, and I 
understand that a start has now been made with 
laymg the rails. But, although the Government 
have been srwerely criticise•! for delay, the 
people of Cloncurry have been waiting for 
over twenty Yf"lrs for raihvay con1munication. 
That district-which is n,,w referred to as 
one of the most extensive mineral fields in 
~-lustralia-a few years ago \Vas not considered 
of sufficient importanc8 by the State to justify 
the constrnction of a railway to it. 1 am glad 
to see that opinions have chonged; hut, ae one 
who recollects all t.be agitation in Normanton 
for the construction of that railway, I regret that 
the line i' not going from Kormanton. I heard 
the Premier, during his recent visit to Norman­
ton, when S!Jeaking to a deputation that waited 
on him, express his regret that some member of 
the Ministry had not visited North Queensland 
earlier, when, undoubtedly, the railway would 
have been constructed from Kormanton. If 
anyone looks at the map or travels over the 

Mr. Murphy.] 
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country, be must come to the conclusion that, 
in the interests of the mining- industry in the 
Cluncurry field, the proper way for the railway 
to have gone v, .1s frorn Xorn1anton. So far as 
the Cloncurry people are concerned, they will no 
doubt be perfect,Jy satidied if they get the rail­
way. The question of the port does not concern 
them at all; but, if the district becomes as 
rich as we all hope and anticipate it will 
become, it will not be very long before there 
is an agitation in Cloncnrry, which will also 
spread to this Chamhr, for the construction of~. 
railway to Normanton, because it is hardly 
likely that people are going to pay 500 miles of 
carriage to Townsville when within 250 rniles 
there is also a good port. The line from I\ or­
man ton would go right through the centre of the 
mineral belt, while some of the best portions of 
the district will nut he tappr"l by the extension 
from Richmond. At the same time, I am very 
pleas~d to see that the people of Cloncurry are 
getting railway c"mmunication, and I trust that 
the Premier's statement that the railway will go 
right through to Cloncurry within two years will 
be carried out. I have nothing further to say 
with regard to the Financial Statement, only to 
congratulate the G•lVernment on having fulfilled 
their promise regarding the income tax. 

Mr. L~;srNA : \V hat about the l• per boy who 
was bronght from the Gulf district? 

Mr. MURP H. Y : The whole of the facts of 
that case were placed before the Premier by 
certain gentlemen when he was in Xormanton. 
I want to '"''·V in fairness to the Premier that he 
expressed himself very dissatisfied indeed with 
the "ay in which the boy was treated. I in­
tended to refer to the matter provi•ied the hon. 
member for Carpentttria did not do so. It was 
a matter which he had been particularly inter­
ested in, and, as it was in his electorate, I 
though:, it was only courteous to leave him to 
deal with it. :b',r £35 arrangements could have 
been made to take the lad away by sea. I know 
the b•Jy anrl his people well. He was a real 
smart little f•:llow. He was the smartest lad in 
the Golden Gate school, and I was very sorry 
indeed to le,.rn that he did not receive better 
trea: ment from the authorities. The Premier 
promised to inquire into'the matter; but whether 
he has been able to do so I do not know. In 
addition to granting the exemption in the income 
tax, the Government have not only returned the 
£9il,OOO which "a' taken off the public servants 
during the period of retrenchment, but the in­
creas-s put on the Estimates this year amount to 
something like £'12,000, and I am particularly 
pleased to 'ee that the greater part of that money 
is distributed amongst the poorer paid members 
of the :;:ervice. 

The Hou'e resumed. The CHAIRii!AN reported 
progress, and the Committee obtained leave to 
sit again to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at nineteen minutes to 
11 o'clock. 

Supply. 




