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634 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Supply. 

FRIDAY, 7 SEPTEliiBER, 1906. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. Sir A. S. Cowley, Herbert) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 
CmmiTIOXS 01<' GROUP SELECTIONS. 

~Ir. PL UNKETT (Albe1·t) asked the Secre­
tary for J;'ublic Lands-

1. Are all persons who have taken up selections from 
the Government, and still hold them, disqualified from 
forming one of a group? 

2. Can young men and women of over eighteen years 
of age form members of a group? 

3. ·will continuous personal residence be necessaTy 
by each member of the group? 

4. If so, what is the duration of residence? 

[Mr .. M axwell. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. T. Bell, Dalby) replied-

1. I prefer to extend the privileges of the group 
system to men who are not already selectors. 

2. In the formation of future groups it is intended 
to exclude females unless under exceptional circuln­
tances. 

3. Yes. 
4. FiYe years. 

DIAli!ANTINA RIVER STOCK RocTE. 

~fr. HAMILTON (Gregory) asked the Secre­
tary for Public Lands-

Have the lessees of Kynuna station a. depasturing 
right over 1he stock route on the north sia.e of the 
Diamantina River to the east of Kynuna township, and 
behveen the river and the town reserve and portions 
lOv, 9v, and 17? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
replied-
~o. 

OPENING m' \Y AREXDA REsU;I!PTION. 

Mr. HAMILTOX asked the Secretary for 
Public Lands-

About what date will the land resumed for selection 
purposes from "\Vatenda holding, in the vicinity of 
Houlia, be opened to selection ? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
replied-

As soon as possible after the lst of November, 1906, 
the date on which the resumption will take effect. 

SrLVERwoon DAmY FACTORY CoMPANY. 

.Mr. LESINA (Clernwnt)ask8d the Secretary 
for Agriculture-

Will part of the purchase money paid by the Wide 
Bay CO· operative Dairying Company to the Silverwood 
Dairy Factory Company be used to liquidate the debt 
of £1,100 owing by the Silverwood Dairy Factory Com­
pany to the meat and dairy fund, according to the 
Gm;ernment Gazette of 3ht August, 1906? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. D. :B', Denham, Oxley) replied-
~o. The amount due to the :Meat and Dairy Board 

wi.I be liquidated by the Wide Bay Co-operative Dairy 
Company J Limited. 

AGREE}IENT WITH THE AUSTRALIAN PASTORAL 
COJIIPANY. 

Mr. LESIN A asked the Secretary for Public 
Lands-

\Yill he inform the House how it occurs, if the agree­
ment entered into between the Australian Pastoral 
Company and the Lands Department was not a secret 
one, that the people of the :St. George district, who are 
most concerned in the matter, knew nothing of it during 
the past three years, and only recently became aware of 
its existence? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
replied-

The sup1Josition that the people of the district knew 
nothing or the matter during the past three years is 
unfounded. A public meeting to discuss the matter 
was held iu January, 1904. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF COiiUIITTEE. 

FINANCIAL STATEMEN'r-REScMPTION Ob' DEBATE. 

Question-That the sum of £300 be granted to 
defray the salary of the aide-de-camp to His 
Excellency the Governor-stated. 

Mr. MACARTNEY (Too1oong): I, in common 
with other members, desire to expre's my regret 
that the Premier is so unwell that he is unable to 
take his place in the House. I am sure we all 
hope that the hon. gentleman will have a speedy 
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recovery,. and that he will soon be back in his 
place to take up the important duties which fall 
to his office. I am inclined to think that the 
hon. gentleman has been attempting too much, 
and if it only points out to him the advisableness 
of not taking so much responsibility on his own 
shoulders, it may be beneficial after all. I 
desire to congratulate him on the condition 
of the finances of the State. It is, indeed, a 
matter of congratlilation that things have so 
much improved, and I do not think that there 
is anything in the St~ttement which shows the 
improvement which has taken place so much 
as that portion on page 7 which shows the 
relative increases in the varied items therein 
mentioned as between the years 1903, 1904, and 
1905. There is quite enough in that Statement 
to account for the adjustment of the finances, 
and I am only sorry that general confidence 
has not ac~ompanied the very great improve­
ment shown under that heading. For some 
reason or other there is a want of confi­
dence and a want of enterprise. I do not know 
if it is because of fear of legislation that may 
emanate from this Chamber, or fear of legisla­
tion that may emanate from the Federal Cham­
·ber, but there is something interfering with the 
{Oonfidence of the people, and with that extension 
·of enterprise which one would reasonably expect 
from an improved condition of things such as 
this Statement very clearly indicates. Now, I 
would like te say a word or two about the 
surplus. The Statement shows a surplus of 
£127,811 for the last year, and it seems to 
me that it is extraordinary that we should 
have a surplus of that amount, considering the 
large increase which took place in expenditure, 
and considering the somewhat pessimistic 1:-\tatP­
ment that the Treasurer put before us in 1905. 
I was one of those members who somewhat 
-sharply criticised that Statement. I thonght it 
was pessimistic in many respects, and I was 
forced to the conclusion that it was purposely 
so framed in order to justify the introduc­
tion of a taxation proposal which, in fact, 
'Was introduced last year, but which was very 
wisely dropped, or perhaps I would be more 
·correct in saying rejected, by another Chamber. 
I notice that this year the hon. gentleman has 
not followed that practice, but has estimated a 
small surplus, and no proposition is made for 
further taxation, unless it is to be fonnd in the 
suggestion which emanates from the JI.Iinister of 
the introduction of closer settlement. \Ve have 
not yet heard the particulars of that Bill to 
promote closer settlement, but judging from the 
references which have been made to it, and from 
the name which is given to it, I suspect that it 
will be the Land }Ionopoly Tax Bill introduced 
last session. If that is so, I can only tell the hon. 
gentleman that it will meet with as strong oppo­
sition as the Land Monopoly Tax Bill met with 
last year. I think the hon. gentleman is to be 
congratulated on his recognition of the claims of 
nfficers who are in the receipt of small salaries for 
increases. I do niJt think anyone will grudge the 
younger members of the service the increases 
which are set down on the E,timates. But all 
the increases are not to junior members of the 
service. There are many officers who are in 
receipt of substantial salaries who are down 
for substantial increases. While I cannot 
blame the Government for giving substantial 
increases where substantial increases are due, 
it seems to me that system of administration 
which prevails in Queensland with regard to 
public servants is by no means a satisfactory 
one. The increases are not made on the recom­
mendation of an outside board, but are neces­
sarily the recommendation of the Public Service 
Board, which is constituted by Ministers them­
,£elves, and it naturally follows that members of 

the public service who are more closely associated 
with Ministers in the administration of the 
departments reap the benefit when increases are 
on the board. l do not think they can possibly 
help that. 'When a man come~ in contact with 
a Minister, and shows his ability aud his energy, 
it is only natural that the Minister should 
recognise that ability and energy. But there 
are other members of the service who are equally 
energetic and equally able, who do not come 
in direct contact with the Minister to any 
extent, anu, consequently, they are sufferers. 
Personally, I should have liked to have seen 
some proposition during the session for putting 
the service on a sound and permanent basis, 
and I have before expressed the opinion 
that that can only be done by the appoint­
ment of a strong and independent board, 
at least a board more independent by virtue 
of statutory provisions than the last Pub­
lic Service Board we had. Until we have a 
board of that sort we shall never have a satis­
factory and contented condition in the public 
service. I am almost tempted to say that the 
system which prevails in conneclion with the 
Commonwealth public service more nearly 
approaches what would be the beot system for 
this State. No doubt the initiation of that sys­
tem led to a considerable amount of extra. 
federal expenditure, butt he system is working 
well, ftnd, as far as I can judge, the Puhlic Ser­
vice Commissioner is not subject to the inter­
ference of the Federal Parliament to any extent. 
It will be a good day for the public service of 
this State, a good day for the Government for 
the time being, and a good day for Queensland, 
when our public service is put on a sound basis, 
and is independent, to a large extent, of politi­
cal control. Quite apart from the question of 
salaries, it seems to me an unfortunate thing 
that Ministers should have to deal with public 
servants, not only in regar,l to the ordinary 
complaints which arise in such a service, but 
in connection with matters which impinge 
upon politics and hurning questions of the 
day. The Public Service Board cannot be 
absolutely independent when they haYe to 
deal with matters of that sort. I am not 
going to refer to any particular cases. It is pro­
bable that, when the Estimates are under con­
sideration, special cases will be discussed, and 
possibly warmly discussed. But as a matter of 
policy affecting the taxation of the State, I think 
it would be a gnod thing if this expenditure were 
carried out on the recommendation of an abso­
lutely independent b<'ard. \Vith regard to re­
trenchment, I quite agree with what the hon. 
member for Bnlloo said last night, that we 
ought not in time of trouble arbitrarily and 
suddenly reduce the emoluments of public ser­
vants, who have entered into contracts on the 
assumption that they would receive a certain 
reward for their services. We ought not ruth­
lessly to cut down the salaries of those officers, 
and thereby put them in such a position that 
they are not able to carry out obiigations in 
respect of the education of their children or 
otherwise which they would have been able to 
fulfil were their salaries not suddenly reduced. 
That is a wrong principle, and if by increasing 
salaries unduly at the present time we are 
going to get back to that old Special In­
quiry Board, or some similar experience, it 
is an absolutely wrong policy. I do not say 
that the public servants are overpaid, nor do I 

• say that the public servants who are getting 
increases are not entitled to those increases. I 
believe that in the majority of cases they are 
entitled to increases, but there are a good many 
officers in different branches of the service who 
are also entitled to increases, and whose claims 
are not likely to be taken into consideration for 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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some time, if they are ever taken into considera­
tion. It is satisfactory to note that some 
consideration has been extended to the Police 
Force with regard to their st:1tutory service 
increases. \Ve have not had details of those 
increases yet, and it would be premature to 
discuss them now. It is also satisfactory to find 
that the promotions due in the R:tilway Depart­
ment are being conferred in accordance with the 
rules and regulations for the management of that 
branch of the service. It is also satisfactory to 
find that there is a restoration, or a partial 
restoration, of the endowment to hospitals. 
Upon my word, I am unable to reconcile the 
restoration of that endowment with the attitude 
of the Government towards the Brisbane Hospi­
tal last year. It seems to me an extraordinnry 
thing that a responsible Administration could 
introduce legislation of that sort, and endeavour 
to force it down the throats of the people of Bris­
bane nnd the surrounding distrir• s, and then go 
into the country and point out as a justification 
for keeping them in office that they hnd done 
this to the people of Brisbam, and advise the 
people of the country to look forward to the 1st 
l'viarch, or the" Ides of lYinrch," to see what 
the Government were going to do to the Bris­
bane H<"pital. It seems to me that the action 
of the jylinihter,;, supported by the hon. member 
for Barcoo, was of an extraordinnry nature, and 
it goes to s'Jow that their action w~.s very largely 
directed to the next general election. But 
apparently, so soon as an election is over, they 
will bre•k faith, just as they retrenched 
public servants after promising that their 
salaries would not be reduced. The State­
ment, generally speaking, is sugar-coated in 
many ways, and it seems to me that 
even anyone reading the Htatement who did not 
know the fact themselves would understand 
thnt the general election was close nt hand. In 
many respect' the Statement is purely election­
eering. Now, I wish to say a few words in con­
nection with the central sugar-mills. That is 
rather an interesting and a warm subiect at the 
present time. 'When we look back and find out 
what the principles were which led to the estab­
lislunent of these mills, and when we remember 
the trouble thPre wns in the various districts to 
get them established, we cnn recognise clearly 
how the Government find themselves in the pre­
sent trouble. People did not quite likA giving 
mortgage" over their lands for the establishment 
of these mills. Some of these people were 
actually growers of c,,ne. Oohers were owners 
of land, and nll of them were moved by the more 
active spirits at the time to mortgage "their lnnds 
in order that their respective districts should 
have the benefit of a central mill. I was very 
intimately aesociated myself with the establish­
ment of one or more of these central mills, and 
I know the difficulties which pertained to their 
establishment. I know that it took some 
months to get the necessary number of people to 
agree to the mortgage of their lands before the 
requisite amount of security required by the 
Government was obtainnble. T\len mortgaged 
their lands who had no intention whatever of 
growing cnne. They did nob do it simply 
becnuse they thought they were going to get a 
profit out of it. The persons who wanted the 
mill pointed out to them the advantages of a 
mill, and that if they did not mortgage their 
lands they would be clogs on the settlement and 
progress of the district. They came forward, 
although they were not actually cultivators of • 
cane, in order that the Government should have 
the margin of security w hi eh was wanted before 
they wonld undertake to erect the mills. I 
know of many such cases. All the cases, of 
course, nre not exactly on the same f<Joting, but 
I am aware that people mortgaged their lands 

[ .iJ.f r . .iJ.f acartney. 

who were sitna ted in places where they could 
not pos~ibly have their 0e~ne taken to the mill~ 
if they geew it. I know of one or two cases in 
which the lands were 10 and 12 miles distant 
from the mill, and in which the Government 
valuator vnlued and accepted the land as proper 
security to tbe Government. 

J\Ir. NIELSOX: That only shows bad adminis· 
tration. 

Mr. MAOARTNEY: There are all Rorts of 
cases to be considered in connection with the 
establishment of these mills if we are going to 
tnke into consideration individual e>Bes. It wns 
pointed out tbnt a large amount of unmortg-aged 
land is supplying cane, Does that not indicate 
the initial difficulties which were encountered in 
endeavouring to get the people to surrender their 
land ? \Vhen there are so mnny unmortgaged 
areas in the immediate vicinity of the mills, 
whose owners were not speculative or public 
spirited enough to come forward and mortgnge 
their land, you will recognise the initial diffi­
culties of the situation, and the cause of some of 
the present difficultie.o. It wns well known to the 
Government of the time that many of those men 
held positions which nbsolutely prevented them 
from growing cane, except by letting their land to 
tenant~, but the very fact thnt these people were 
induced to come in and mortgage their land 
shows that they were acting in a public-spirited 
manner in offering their land as security. I 
confess I do not understand that pnrng-raph 
in the Speech which suggests that foreclosure 
is going to assist in that co-operation which 
was the principal idea in the minds of the 
Government of the day when they estab­
lished these mills. I ha,·e never appreciated 
that in the slightest degree, and it seems to me 
that the Government havP slipped into this posi­
tion by the arbitrary and high-handed nction of 
Dr . .Mnxwell. I am rather inclined to think 
thnt they would have ncted more in their own 
interests if they had refused to recognise the 
action of Dr'. Mnxwell in insisting on this fore­
closure. I think myself the Government.have 
raised a verv serious position for themselves, and 
they have "un'luestionably raised a very serious 
position f.Jr the shareholden of these central 
mills. Now, what is the position of these mills? 
\Vhat is the position of the Government in 
regard to them? To what extent has the Govern­
ment had any nuthority from this House in con­
nection with these mills? The nuthority the 
G0vernment have acted on is that thev are the 
mortgagees representing the State, \\~ho hold 
in trust these properties as securHy for the 
amount due, and for no other purpose whatsoever. 

Mr. NIELSON: Is thot not Rnfficient authority? 
Mr. MACARTNEY: I would not find nny 

fault with the Government if in a straightfor­
wnrd way they endeavoured to recover the money 
due in caRes where default has been made; but 
if the position of mortgagee is going to be used 
for a collateral purpose, then it becomes a matter 
of policy which should be submioted to this 
Oh amber in concrete form in order that Parlia­
ment may express an opinion upon it. It seems 
thnt an idea has gone abroad that there are some 
of these owners of mortgaged lands who are not 
entitled to any consideration at all, and there­
fore thnt they should be wiped out and their 
property given to others who are supposed to be 
honestly entitled to it. I do not know whether 
there are nny proprietors who are in such n 
shameful position that they should be so punished, 
nor do I propose to enter into the policy of that ; 
but it should not be left w1th Dr. Maxwell or 
the Treasurer to pick and choose amongst the· 
farmers as to whose land they will take, and 
whose they will not. The Government are 
part1es to an ordinnry busine•s bnrgain ; they 
hnve mortgages over the mills and vnrious. 
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~ands to secure a certain expenditure, and they 
have no right to prefer one debtor over another. 
They have to recover for the State the money 
due in a straightforward, business-like manner, 
and they have no right to initiate a policy which 
will enable them to do Homething which has 
never been submitted to this Chamber and 
never authorised hy it. That, I think, is clearly 
the position, and I think the Government should 
hesitate beforG they allow Dr. Maxwell to be the 
arbiter of the ownership of property of the men 
wha are unfortunately connected with these 
centml mills, and whose action in connection 
with the establishment of these mills, I think I 
may add, c.m only be regarded meritoriously, 
whatever developments have taken place since. 
Dr. Maxwell has given notice of his intention to 

foreclose; he has also drawn a 
[4 p.m.] distinction between the v:trious 

classes of occupiers and owners, 
and given a series of notices to the various 
tenants. The Government say that it is not 
intended to interfere with those tenants in the 
slightest degree, and th:.t it is not intended to 
foreclose. If it is not., I cannot understand the 
position. I admit there are ambiguities in the 
notice which Dr. l\Iaxwell has sent out, as there 
are in all he doe' and all he says. He says to 
these men, ''You come to my o'iiice, and I'll 
then dictate to you wmething or other, and if 
you do not there and then carry it out I'll do 
something else." 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC \VORKS: He 
wants them to sign an agreement. 

::\Ir. MAOART~EY: But he does not tell 
them what that agreement is. 

The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: He 
cannot until after a conference with the men 
themselves. 

Mr. MACARTXEY : The hon. gentleman 
makes a mistake. Dr. Maxwell should ha Ye said 
in the notice that the terms of the agreement 
wonld be disclosed at the conference of the share­
holders, or something to indicate that the Go­
vernment were going to be frank and open with 
the shareholders. Instead of that he goes about 
in an ambiguous fashion and gives them no indi­
cation of what the intention of the Government 
is. However, the notices are sufficient to indi­
cate that the Government intend to foreclose on 
certain farmers' lan<ls, and it seems to me that it 
would be the height of injustice for this Chamber, 
or the people of Queensland, to allow the Govern­
ment or Dr. Maxwell to interfere with any rights 
those farmers have outside the ordinary provi­
sions of the mortgage, unless that question of 
policy is snbmitted to the Chamber. The 
Government are taking these steps just when 
everything looks prosperons for the farmers, but 
what is going to be done nobody knows. I repeat 
that the Government should make a clear expla­
nation of the whole position in order that the 
thing can be: understood by the farmer and the 
public alike. There are cases, no doubt, where 
it would be unwise not to foreclose, but these 
are very limited in number, and h:.ve nothing 
to do with the general policy of the Govern­
ment. \Ve can only infer from the speech of Dr. 
JVIaxwell, which wa~ read by the hon. member 
for lVIoreton, what was running in his mind whPn 
that foreclosure was proposed. 'rhe proposed 
foreclosure on the farms is apparently a subse­
quent idea. The foreclosnre the Government 
propose can only be worked out hy action or by 
an agreement with the company, and it seems to 
me that the Government are laying the founda­
tion for a large amount of litigation w1th these 
foreclosures. Before foreclosure can be obtained, 
an action will have to bA brought, a decree will 
have to be obtained, an account will b .. ve to be 
taken, and an opportunity will have to be given to 
.the mills to find the money due to the Government. 

The SECRETARY FOI\ Pt:BLIC "WoRKS: Unless 
an agreement is come to. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: That is the position. 
It will take m:.ny month.s, and when it is done 
what is to be gained by it? According to Dr. 
lVIaxwell's speech to the management of the 
various central mills, there must be no improper 
expenditure in connection with the mills. I 
believe-I do not know it of my own knowledge 
-that the Government have in one case con­
sented to the construction of a portion of a 
tramway line not for the benefit of the mill or 
of the mortgagors attached to the mill, but for 
connecting it with certain unimproved Crown 
land; and that the result has been that this un­
imprm·ed Crown land was considerably enhanced 
in value, and has been sold at a higher price for 
the benefit of the Treasury. That may be all 
very well, and a prcper expenditure from the 
general point of view of railway construction, 
but it is not a proper expenditure with regard to 
thP persons who are parties to those mortgages. 
\Vhv should these unfortnnate farmers who are 
to be foreclosed upon be compelled to contribute 
to nndertakings of that sort, which are not 
ju.,tified under the prnvisiono of their mortgages? 
The Government a1e mortgagees, and the mills 
and the brmers are m~rtgagors having their 
rights under those mortgages-rights at equity, 
at common law, and under the Sugar \Vorks 
Gnarantee Act. \Vhy should the Go\·ernment, 
or Dr. Maxwell, be allowed to take from these 
farmer;, the righte which they have under that 
simple transaction. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC \Vol\KS : They 
lose the rights. 

Mr. ::VIACART:0l"EY: The Government are 
simply mortgagees. They have the right to go 
into possession, and to manage the mills; but they 
mnst do that with due regard to the rights of 
the mortgagors; and I submit that they have 
not got the right to make use of those mills for 
some collateral pnrpose, such as the enhance­
ment of the value of Crown land. If they want 
to do anything of that kind they shonld intro­
duce a Bill and give the House an opportunity 
of expressing its opinion upon it. The Government 
say, "\Ye find ourselves in the position of 
mortgagees in an ordinary business transaction; 
we recognise that times are getting better, that 
certain things have happened that were not 
contemplaLed at the time of the passing of the 
Act, now we are going to do certain things 
quite outside our power in that transaction in 
order that we may bring about a different 
effect." I say they have no right to nse their 
position as mortgagees for collateral pnrposes. 
This is the initiation of a new i::ltate policy, and 
as such it should have been submitted in a 
constitutional way to the Legislatnre of the 
State. \Vhat is the use of our coming here year 
after year to look after the interests of the 
people? \V e might as well, as has been suggested 
by an hon. member, shut up Parliament and 
hand Queensland over to Dr. Maxwell for the 
next five or ten years. 'rhe position is abso­
lutely monstrous, and the height of injustice. 
It is all very well for the hon. member for 
Bowen to talk glibly about taking away one 
man's property and giving it to another. 
That may be dime by legislation; but if the 
Legislature is indined to consider such a pro­
posal the Government have no right, by a left­
handed kind of procedure, to initiate and carry 
out what is nothing more than a policy of 
confiscation, however benevolent may be their 
intentions. The question of the interests of the 
State also arises in connection with these fore­
closures. I would ask the hon. gentleman in 
charge of this matter what will be the position 
when the Government foreclose in regard to 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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these mills? \Ve must recollect that while they 
say they are not going to foreclose on the 
farmers, the notices that have been sent out 
state that they are going to do so ; and they have 
created a great feeling of unrest in the minds of 
the recipients of those notices. 

:!'.Ir. X IELSOX : I think you people on the other 
side have had more to do with creating that 
unre>t than the notices. 

Mr. 1\IACARTNEY: It is a very proper 
thing to create unrest when you find the Go· 
vernment of the day acting arbitrarily, and as 
reasonable men won id not act. Is it not a proper 
thing to cA.Il the attention of the people to it as 
well as Parliament? 

:Mr. NmLsox: You are creating unrest out­
side for political purposes. 

Mr. MACAETKEY : If there was not unrest 
outside it would be unlikely that hon. members 
on ~ither side of the House would hear anything 
of 1t. It comes to us, in the first place, from the 
people whose rights are attacked. 

Mr. HAWTHORN: Does the notice distinctly 
set out the foreclosure? 

Mr. l\IACAHTKEY: Yes. I have the notices 
here, in some of which foreclosure is distinctly 
mentioned. Here is one of them-

To the Chairman of Directors, Mount Bauple Central 
l\Iill Company, Limited, Tiara. Sir,-! have the honour 
to give you notice that default having been mflde by 
the mill company in the terms of its mortgage, the 
Treasurer, who is now in possession, has decided to 
foreclose on the propertie~ mort,gaged to him, n.rd that 
I propose entering into such arrangements with various 
growers of cane on mortgaged lands as will enable the 
supply of cane to the mill to be kept up. 

.1\lr. NIELSOX : I think that is very mild. 
Mr. MACARTNEY: Here is another notice 

issued ta the individual mortgagors of land, 
and which is limited to mortgagors who have 
leased their land-

I have the honour to give you notice that default 
having been made by you in the terms of your mort­
gage, the Treasurer hRs decided to foreclose on the 
:properties mortgaged to him, and has entered into 
llOSsession of the land mortgaged by you, and that I 
propose entering into such arrangements with growers 
of cane as will enable the supply of cane to the above 
mill to be kept up. 
So that it ie clear that these printed notices were 
issued to shareholders conveying to them the 
intention of the Government, per medium of Dr. 
Maxwell, to foreclose on the individual farmers. 
I really fail to understand how it is that the 
Government deny that it is their intention to 
foreclose on the farmers. But the point I was 
illustrating just now was the question of what 
the position of the Government would be when 
they did foreclose on the mills. In reference to 
the mortgaged properties, it seems to me very 
doubtful whether the farmers would not be dis­
charged altogether. They are practically guar­
antors of the principal debt, which was incurred 
in the erection of the mills. The amount of 
money spent on the mills, however, exceeds the 
amount advanced by the Government, because 
comiderable sums have been spent out of the 
profits of the mills in improvements and addi­
tions. By means of the foreclosure procedure 
the Government will secure the freehold in pro­
perty probably of greater value than the amount 
of the mortgagors' indebtedness to the Govern­
ment. Under those circumstances, can it be said 
that, by means of subsequent action, the Govern­
ment can come along and, under the convenants 
of the mortgages, if there are any, foreclose 
on the farmers in respect to their property ? That 
is a matter which should be considered from the 
State point of view, and that the Government 
should hesitate, in the interests of the State, 
before they take action for the purpose of giving 
Dr. Maxwell autocratic powers to expend money 

[Mr. Macartney. 

as he likes, irrespective of the rights of the 
parties, and, probably, for political purposes, at 
the expense ef the mortgagors. The Govern­
ment should hesitate before they take a step 
which may materially affect the position in 
which they now stand, of holding secmity not 
only over the mills, but over the farmers' lands. 
I do not wish to burden this teo much, but 
several instances of the position of farmers have 
come under my notice, and I must say that, if 
the Government make any attempt to take from 
these men the freehold of their farms to give it 
to other persons, they will be acting the part of 
confiscators pure and simple, without any justi­
fication or moral right, having regard to the cir­
cumstances of those particular cases. I am 
incliued to think that the same remarks apply 
pretty well to every form of mortgagor to the 
Government. Dr. l\1axwell has already been 
doing illegal things in connection with the 
administration of the mills. The case of the 
extension of the tramline that I referred to is 
one instance. 

Mr. NrELSON : \Vill you tell us whether the 
line brought any cane to the mill? 

Mr. MACARTNEY: One illegal thing he has 
done is impounding the money payable by pur­
chasers of land to the vendors of that land out of 
the proceeds of cane belonging to the purchasers, 
and which the purchasers had directed the mill to 
pay to the vendors by instahnPnts. The mort­
gagees in possession have a perfect right, under the 
provisions of the Eeal Property Act, to collect rent, 
bnt they have no right to stop out of the tenant's 
money a part that he has allocated to the pay­
ment of purchase money on the land. Dr. l\Iax­
well, to that extent, has been octing illegally 
by .the owners of those lanrts. The owners of 
those lands lutve a perfect right, apart from the 
merit attaching to their having offered their 
land as security for the erection of the mills, 
to expect that money. They have also acted 
meritoriously in many instances to the mills 
themselves. I know of one case where a man 
has over 600 acres, and, >tlthough he has not 
cultivated an acre of the land himself, he has 
provided a very large proportion of the cane 
supplied to one of these mills. If the farmers 
in these districts had not sublet their lands, 
or sold portions to farmers, at the time of the 
erection of the mills they would never have 
got a start at all ; and I think the man who has, 
by his management and by his care, brought a 
large area of land under cultivation in connec­
tion with a mill is entitlPd to some considera­
tion. I do not think that the men who bought 
the land would have agreed to give the price 
they did if they had not seen the money in it by 
growing sugar for the n'ills. But even if men 
have not grown cane themselves, that is no reason 
why the Government should deliberately distin­
guish between the men who have mortgaged 
their lands-probably between the man who has 
sold the land, the man who has leased, the man 
who has grown cane, and the man who has 
meritoriously sold and leased as well. It is a 
most extraordinary position, and I would appeal 
to the Government to hesitate before inflicting 
any greater injustice upon the canefarmers than 
they have already done. 

Mr. BURROWS (Charters Towers): I thought 
that we had heard enough on the central sugar­
mills for awhile, and when last night the hon. 
member for Burke had a little to say on mining 
matters, and prevented the debate assnming alto­
gether--

Mr. MANN: A sugary aspect. 
Mr. BURROWS: I am not going to deal with 

the sugary aspect ; but there are one or two 
things in the Speech which I would just like to 
draw attention to. I am pleased to note the 
fact that there has been a very large decrease in 
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the amount received from sales of land-that is 
a good feature in it for me-and I am pleased 
with the Statement, which is evident on the 
figures that there was no attempt made last year 
to raise revenue by the sale of land, and, further­
more, that there is no intention on the part of 
the Government this year to raise revenue by 
that means. The hon. member for Oarpentaria 
drew attention to the large amount of land that 
had been selected under those Land Acts, which 
provide for the selection of agricultural farms and 
homesteads, and so on. He !JO;nted out that all 
those lands were in process of alienation through 
the method of selection, and twitted the Labour 
party with not having made an attempt to 
make any alteration in that direction. The hon. 
member knows himself that last session we not 
only made an attempt, but we secured the passage 
through this House of a clanse in the Land Bill 
which provided means by which these lands 
could be selected under the leasehold system. 
Now the Statement points ont that it was found 
nec8bsary to sell certain small portions of land 
for residential and other purposes, and that the 
same thing would probably have to be done this 
year. That is only ne0e•sary, or will be neces­
sary, because of the fact that we have no other 
provision by which these small areas of land can 
be selected or obtai.ned. There is no provision 
by which a man can secure an allotment of land 
on which to build a house or a homestead or a 
farm, unless he acquires it by sale or selecte it as 
an agricultural farm under conditions that pro­
vide for the alienation of the lanr!. I am 
sorry that no indication has been given by the 
Government of the intention to introduce a Bill 
this session which provides for the selection 
of land under a leasehold system. The Minister 
promised us this last year, but up till now we 
have had no indication that the Government 
intend to redeem this promise by introducing 
such a Bill. That wonld be a Bill which I, and 
I believe a large proportion of members of this 
House, would welcome, because it would do 
away with the necessity for selling even these 
small areas of land. I belit>ve if such a system 
were introduced it would tend to largely increase 
our settlement, because we have a great number 
of men in Queensland who have very little 
money, and who are anxious to settle on the 
land, and under a system of leasehold tenure 
the amounts payable yearly will be so small that 
the capital they would require to clear their 
land and make a living upon it would be much 
less than at present, and if we had a system on 
similar lines to that introduced by the Go­
vernment last year, or as contained in the 
Bill passed last year, which might be made 
applicable also to allotments, then I believe it 
would largely do away with the practice now 
obtaining of selling even these small areas of 
land. I regret to see that there is no mention of 
any money being granted forthepurpose offurther 
extending the settlement provisions of the 1901> 
Act, and under which selectors with limited 
means, or without means at all, would be 
accommodated by the Government and supplied 
with land and material, and food in some in­
stances. I know there are great difficulties in 
the way. I have been to the Minister on 
various occasions-the Minister for Lands and 
the Minister for Agriculture, under whose depart­
ment the 1905 Act is run-and the difficulty is 
to secure good land in close proximity to rail­
ways, or with markets easily accessible. It is 
no use getting land for settlement of that nature 
unless it is good and close to a market. I 
believe the department are willing to do all they 
can in the matter, but, unfortunately, from 
what I learnt from the Minister for Lands, he is 
prepared to give land in any district almost, but 
the Minister for Agriculture apparently, or 

those w horn he appoints to make inspection of 
these lands, have come to the conclusion that, 
so far as they have been submitted to them, 
these lands are not suitable. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : That is 
because they want to take only the very best. 

Mr. BURROWS : They want to pick the 
very best, and as this land is not very good it 
would be an unwise thing to put settlements in 
those placeR. In Charters Towers the proposed 
settler« there have been applying to the Minister 
to secure a group for them up in the Atherton 
Scrub. 

Mr. LINDLEY : The Minister does not believe 
in Queensland groups. Don't you know that? 

Mr. BURROWS: Yes; he does. The 
Minister has informed me he is prepared to 
give preference to a Queensland group. 

1Ir. Lrxnu;y: You have no chance. 
11r. P AGET ~ No women ever had any chance 

at all. 
Mr. BURRO\VS: Ko women ever had a 

chance. 
Mr. PAGET: They must m'1rry. 
Mr. LINIJLEY : You must come from New 

South \V ales or Victoria, or anywhere elsA. 
The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS : That is 

grossly untrue. 
Mr. BURROWS: I do not think there is any 

ground for such an implication as that. 
Mr. LINDLEY : It is quite right all the same. 
Mr. BUJiROWS: :My experience shows me 

that the Minister is quite willing to provide land 
for Queensland groups, but the trouble is that 
they ha\'e not had sufficient surveyors on for 
some considerable time. Now they are making 
an effort to open up thes3 lands, and I am in­
formed that up in the Atherton district they are 
now preparing plans of lands, which will be 
thrown open for settlement as soon as possible. 
One of the difficulties in connection with this is 
owing to the {act that the previous Government 
gave away such valuable timber for next to 
nothing, bnt the matter having been placed 
before the Honse on one occasion the present 
Government are taking c~re that the State shall 
nob thre>w away such timber in the future. 

Mr. LINDLEY: You do not know anything 
about it. 

Mr. BURROWS: I have been to the Mini­
ster, and this is the information I got from him. 
It is a very large order to say I know nothing 
about it. The hon. member himself has said 
that timber was given away for next to nothing. 
(Hear, hear !) 

Mr. LrNDLllY : No, I did not. 
Mr. BURROWS: Tbat is what the hon. 

member said. I have said it myself. I read out, 
in 1901, particulars with regard to Burns, Philp, 
and Oo. purchasing cedar around Cairns, and 
the amount they p~id for the land was not 
one-fifteenth the priCe the cedar was worth 
honestly. 

Mr. PAGET: That was twenty years before 
the time you came in. 

Mr. BURROWS: No, it was in 1900·01. 
Id" not want to enter into a condenmation of 
the Philp Government on account of the laxity 
of their administration, or for throwing away 
land where cedar was growing. I simply want 
to say this : that, though the selectors have not 

been able to secure the land they 
[4.30 p.m.] sought, the department are doing 

their best in that matter, and 
one of the difficultiea in their way is that they 
find it hard to get the value of the timber 
assessed upon the land, because the value of the 
timber will have to be added to the value of the 
land. That is one of the difficulties. However, 
I am pleased to say that I believe that action is 
now being taken which will remove that to a 
large extent. One thing I am pleased at is 

Mr. Burrows.] 
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the announcement in the Statement that there is 
to be an exemption of £160 in the Income Tax 
Act. That is, that those whose salaries amount 
to £160 will pay nothing-, and those whose 
salaries amount to £200 will receive exemption 
up to £120. 

An HoNOURABLE ~IE~IBER : ·what about the 
£300 men? 

.:VIr. BuRROWS: The tax on £300 will be 
the same as last year. I noticed with astonish­
ment that the leader of the Opposition and all 
his satellites who followed after him have all 
cheered this exemption. They were all in 
accord with it. \V hat a wonderful change has 
taken place in the members sitting on that side 
of the House. \V e remember that it was not so 
long ago when the leader of the Opposition 
declared that the poll tax clause was the only 
redeeming feature in that Income Tax Act, and 
now he approves of an exemption up to £160, 
and his approval in this matter is reiterated by 
every member on the Opposition benches. 

11r. BARNES : There is a marvellous change in 
your party. 

Mr. BGHROWS: What is the reason for this 
change in members opposite 'I This is the 
reason-that there is a general el<ction looming 
in the immediate future, and they are ttying to 
catch votes. \V hen they introduced the Income 
Tax Bill they cunningly provided that it should 
cease in two years. That was just before the 
next general election was to come on, and, of 
course, whatever dicSsatisfaction accrued owing 
to the income tax, they were going to s:1y to the 
people : '' 'l'his was a Labour party measure. 
They ad vacated it, and we thought we would 
try it. \Ve tried it, and it was no good ; and we 
will throw it out." But, of course, things hap­
pened after that Act was passed, and the hon. 
gentlemen who were sitting- on this side of the 
House chang-ed places with the Opvosition. 

Mr. LESINA: The poll tax was kept going for 
nine months after the present Government came 
into otfice. 

Mr. BURROWS: As soon as this Govern­
ment could do so, they made an alteration. 

:\lr. LESEL'\.: They did not. They kept it 
going for nine months a-nd tried to put it on 
again. 

OPPOSITION :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The CHAIR:\IAN : Order! 
Mr. BURROWi::l: I do not want to go further 

in to that poll tax business. It is a bad thing. 
1Ir. LINDLEY: Y on are not game. 
~Ir. BURROWS: I just want to say that 

these people who can now see the wisdom of an 
exemption of £1GO in the income tax, now that 
there is a general election looming in the imme­
diate future, a little while ago said that the poll 
tax clause was the one redeeming feature in that 
Act. 

Mr. BARNES : Your party sold up people up 
North to get the poll bx. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: Yes, they sold her bedding. 
Mr. BURROWS: \Ve did not. 'l'he only 

person who was respongible for the selling up of 
any individual was the Commissioner of IncGme 
Tax. 

GovERN)IENT :.IE)JBERS : Hear, hear ! 
JYir. BARNES: It is true, and the hon. mem· 

ber knows it. 
Mr. BLJRRO\VS : I am surprised that the 

hon. gentleman wants to try to mislead the 
House on that matter. I am surprised at the 
bishop of Bulim ba taking such a view as that. 

The CHAIR;\IIAN: Order, order! 
Mr. LESINA: I rise to a point of order. Is 

the hon. member for Charters Towers in order 
in calling a member a bishop? 

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. gentleman is out 
of order, and when I heard him use the expres-
5ion I called him to order. 

[Mr. Burrows. 

Mr. BURRO\VS : I will withdraw the term 
bishop, and say instead, "my dearly beloved 
brother." (Laughter.) 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. gentle­
man must not make use of any expressions of that 
kind. 

Mr. BURROWS: Well, I will withdraw the 
expression, "dearly beloved brother," and will get 
back to the statement the hon. gentleman made 
that this party were responsible for that selling 
up. I say this, and I challenge the hon. member 
to contradict me, this party never sold up any 
wornan. 

lYir. BARNES: It is quite correct. The party 
you are behind did it. 

Mr. BURROWS: The hon, gentleman has 
changed his ground, and says that the party I 
sit behind did it. 

lYir. LINDLEY: The Government did it. 
Mr. BUREOWS: The Government did not 

sell up any women, and did not authorise any­
one to be sold up. The Government bad no 
hand in it, and the hon. gentleman knows it. 
Does the hon. member for Bulimba say that the 
Government sold up any woman? 

Mr. BARXES: Practically. 
Mr. BURROWS: He is hedging again. He 

is slandering, or attempting to slander--
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. gentle­

man is out of order in using such an expresoion. 
Mr. BURRO\VS: The fact of the matter is 

this : that the Commissioner for Income Tax, 
acting on the power given to him by the member 
for Bulimba and the party he supported, called 
upon a certain person in my electorate to pay 
the tax, and owing to the fact that this person 
did not take any notice of the communication 
which the Commissioner sent to her she was sold 
up. That person now knows that had she taken 
the proper course she would never have been 
sold up, as she was practically not taxable. It 
was partly her own fault, and she knows it. 
Now she is not a lone .widow, but she is a fine­
looking yonng woman-( ab ! and laughter)-and 
she has a fine-looking young man for a husband 
who is well able to look after her, and she is 
well able to look after herself. But she was not 
well acquainted with the Income Tax Act, and she 
was under the impression that as she was not well 
assessable it was not necessary for her to write 
to the Commissioner. If she had written to the 
Commissioner and got the details she would 
never have been assessed, and this would never 
have happened. \Vbat happened this Govern­
ment was not responsible for. The power that 
was given by the Philp Government in the 
Income Tax Act was exercised by the Commis­
sioner. 

Mr. P .• J. LEAHY: Why didn't you stop it, as 
member for the district? 

Mr. BURROWS : I would have stopped it if 
I had been approached. I know I could have 
stopped it, because I would have taken the 
action that would have shown the Commissioner 
that the person whom he was assessing was not 
assessable. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY : Did you apply for a re­
fund? 

Mr. BURROWS : Here is another thing I 
would like to draw attention to. I am sorry 
that no alteration is going to be made in con­
nection with this timber tax. It is a tax that 
has operated very badly, particularly in the min­
ing districts anyhow. I brought up this matter 
game little time ago, and I was reported in Han­
sard to have said that the tax when collected 
should be paid by the persons who cut the timber. 
\Vhat I said was, that it should not be paid by 
the persons who cut the timber. I suppose it 
will be inserted right this time. Perhaps it may 
have been my own fault in not seeing it put right. 
What I draw attention to is, that the Govern-
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ment have a bAtter method of ra1smg money 
than this, by instituting a royalty on all go!d 
won from mining leases. I am not going into 
the details of that matter just now, but there 
is ample opportunity for the Government to 
secure revenue from it, and not do it in 
this pettifogging way which falls on the 
people who have to go out and cut the timber. 
These men are in most cases very ill able to bear 
the burden which is imposed upon them. Then, 
again, firewood cutters are paying- 5s. a month 
for the right to go out and work like slaves in 
order to earn a living by cutting firewood. The 
Ministry would be well advised~if they aboliehed 
that charge altogether, or made the charge 5s. 
for the whole year, as in the case of a miner's 
right. Those people are the hardest worked and 
poorest paid claes of workmen in the State. 
When the Premier was at Charters Towers this 
matter was brought under his notice, and he was 
astonished to find that those people had to pay 
5s. a month for the right to work like slaves in 
the broiling sun in order to earn a living. 

An HoxoUilABLE ME}!BER : They do not earn 
a living-only a hare suosistence. 

Mr. BURROvVS: Yes, that is so, and I hope 
an endeavour will be made by the department to 
reduce the fee payable by cutters of firewood. 
The right which is giren them for that fee is the 
right to cut wood for fuel, and the timber which 
they cnt is absolutely useless for any other pur­
pose, and if not cut would fall down and be 
burned up by the first bush fire that came along. 
I think a fee of 5s. for such a right is extor­
tionate, and that it is about time it was wiped 
ont altogether, or made a minimum charge for 
the year. This tax, which falls so heavily on a 
portion of the community who are so ill able to 
bear it, only brings into the Treasury £700 per 
annum. 

::\Ir. LINDLEY : It is the hardest and poorest 
paid work of any bush work. 
. 1\~r: BURRO\VS : That is so, and yet tho'e 
mdiVIduals have to pay the extortionate sum of 
5s. per month as a license fee. I wa' pleased to 
see the announcement in the Statement that in­
creases are to be given to junior ofticers in the 
service. That is a very necessary thing to do, and 
many of those who had been debarred from receiv­
ing promotion, and the emoluments which f.:>llow 
upon promotion, will receive this intimation 
with batisfaction. Reference has been made to 
the higher-paid public servants getting increases. 
I think that before we think about. increases to 
those who are getting £300 or £400 a year, we 
should make sure that we are providing a living 
wage, a decent wage, for others in the service. It 
is not a pleasant subject to reflect upon, that 
whereas full~grown men receiving only 5s. 6d. 
a day are not getting increases, others who are 
getting £400 or £500 a year are down for in­
creases up to £100. I agree with increases to 
juniors, and to those whose pay is small, hnt I 
think that until we hwe raised the wages of the 
lower-paid servants it is not right to increase the 
remuneration of those who are getting high 
salaries. 

Mr. LINDLEY: vVhy don't you put in a spoke 
for gatekeepers? 

Mr. BURROvVS : I am speaking for all who 
receive~ low salaries. The hon. member for 
\Vide Bay can put in his spoke for gatekeepers 
when he gets up. Reference has been made l:;y 
eo me hon. m em hers to the Orient service, and 
the neces<ity that exists for the service which 
will benefit ~ orth Queer~sland. I have received 
a communication from the Torres Shire Council, 
Thursday Island, and I believe most of the 
Northern members have received a similar com­
munication, suggesting that Kome sub"idy should 
be given to the British-India Steam ~avigation 
Dornpany, or some other company, to carry out a 
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service tia Torres Straits similar to the one we 
had some years ago. I think the North have a 
right to ask that the Government should take 
some action in that direction, because they 
contribute towards the £26,000 a year which is 
paid to the Orient~Pacific Company, and the 
benefit they get from that service is very slight 
indeed. 'rhe hon. member for Cairns referred 
to another matter, which has been mentioned 
time and again by :'\orthern membere, but 
to which no reference is made in the Finrtn­
cial Statement, and thrtt is the proposal to 
establish a Northern benevolent asylum. 
Northern members have repeatedly brought 
this matter before JI!Iinisters, and I think some 
effort should now be made to comply with their 
request. I do not want to sugge't any site for 
such an institution, but if the Government are 
afraid of incurring any extra expense, I would 
point out that they have a large number of 
buildings which might be suitable for the pur­
pose of a benevolent asylum, and by making use 
of some of those buildings they would avoid the 
expense that would be entailed by erecting new 
buildings in some other locality. 

Mr. CowAP: \Vhere are those buildings? 
:'.Ir. BURHOWS: There are the buildings 

outside Towns ville, on JI!Iagnetic Island, where 
they had a quarantine station. Those buildings 
have not been used for many yeare, and they 
could be used for a benevolent asylum. \Vith 
the prospect there is of things still improving, 
there ought to be some chance of getting such 
an institution established in the North in 
the near future. I have not much to say on the 
subject of central sugar-mills. An endeavour 
has been made by members on the other side of 
the House, who aprear to have a brief on behalf 
of the landowners-landgrabbers I shonld call 
them-to diseover what are the intentions of the 
Government with respect to their foreclosure 
scheme, so that they may be better able to pre­
pare themselves for opposition to that scheme. 
I do not intend to deal with the matter at all, 
but I must say that it is gratifying to note the 
increase in the amount that has been paid to the 
Treasury by those mills since they were under 
different management. During the last two and 
a-half years they paid £51,917, whereas during 
the previous eight and a~half years under 
the old management they paid only £28,220. 
They have got more during the last two and 
a~ half years by £23,723 than they got in eight 
and a~half years previously. For each half­
yearly period they have paid during the last two 
and a-half years £10,394, as against £1,6G6 pre­
viously; so that they have paid just six times as 
much to the Treasurer in the last two and a~half 
years as they did previously. 

Jlilr. PAGET: Exactly as a mine on Charters 
Towers pays dividends when it strikes gold. 

Mr. BURROWS: Not at all. They have not 
struck sugar at Mackay within the last six 
months. 'rhe analogy of the hon. member is 
nonsensical. He would have ne believe that they 
have never struck sugar at ~Iackay until Dr. 
Maxwell took charge of the mills, whereas they 
have been receiving money from crushing cane 
which should have been paid to the Treasurer, 
and instead of that it has been grabbed by the 
landholders. I am pjeased to see that that is 
put a stop to. I do not wish to go into this 
matter of sugar-mills, but I want to draw atten­
tion to the fact that the mining members never 
complained about the money spent on sugar­
mills, because they believed they were going to 
be good for the country, even though they did 
not pay interest on the money expended. The 
agricultural members should therefore be lenient 
towards the mining members when they ask that 
State batteries should be erected, if not on the 
same lines, on lines which would be equally as 

Mr. Burrows.] 
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favourable to the miner. Last year I quoted 
some figures which I took from the Viccorian 
mines report, which showed that in that State 
they had fourteen State batteries. There 
was, of course, a total loss on the working of 
those mills, but the State has been Yery well 
served by them. I do not want to attempt 
to show that there would be a direct pro­
fit from these batteries, but I maintftin tbftt 
the good they accompiish is very gr8at indeed. 
In \Vestcrn .A:ustralia, as in Victoria, they have 
had several years' experience of State batteries, 
and they are '10 satisfied that they are extending 
the system. l\Ir. J ackson was asked to report 
on this m:ttter in connection with some fields 
which I mentioned previuu,ly, and the figures 
he give,, show that at the 70-mile, and 
Puddler's Creek, a grea.t deal more stone is raised 
than is crushed at the battery in Victoria which 
dealt with the largest amount of stone, and yet 
he failed to make a recommendation that a 
battery should be erected. I have seen the 
fi~urea for 1903, wh-ich sho\v that at Creswick, in 
Victoria, where they crushed the largest amount 
of stone, fi28 tons were crushed for a yield of 
something like 6 d wt. per ton. Last year-,or, 
rather, 1904-they crushed only about 700 tons 
for under 6 d wt. per ton. Now, if the 70-mile had 
been in Victoria they would have had a State 
battery there yearo and years ago, but J'ilr .. Jack­
son does not see his way to report in favour of 
the erection of a State battery in that locality. 
I think it would have been a good thing if he 
had done so, and it would be a good thing if the 
Mines Department would take the matter into 
serions consideration and make a start at once. 
IJast year I referred to the high yield given by 
the stone at Lucky Cre9k, and the absence of 
crushing facilities there. I believe that since 
then private persons have started to erect a 
battery, hut whether it is a good one or not I 
cannot say. I only know what Mr. Jackson 
says with rt"~ard to the general run of batteries 
ln thP.'H:; nntRirlA nlaC' :~. FfP RnvR thev ftrp, nractlr.~ 
ally useless, and. in no case ha~e they any ~yanide 
plant. That is a great mistake, because if a man 
has to cart sand he may as well cart stone. 
At Puddler's Creek they have to cart the 
st,one for 18 miles. There they can produce 
;tone at the rate of 110 tons per month, and the 
estimate of the Victorian department from their 
light batteries is 18 tons per week, for a 
battery which would cost £750. The cost that 
Mr. J ackson mentions is £2,000, which I believe 
is for a different kind of machine altogether. 
What he was referring to probably was a Hunt· 
ingdon mill, equal to ten head, and there is no 
nece"sity for going to that expense. 

Mr. MAXWELL: \Vhat would it cost per ton 
for a mill that you say would suit? 

Mr. BURROWS: They do not give the cost 
per ton. No details are given in the Vietorian 
report. They only summarise the actual results. 
Now I want to give a few extracts which I have 
taken from the West Australian mines report 
for 1905. The Secretary for Mines says--, 

At Lake Darlot mining has proceeded steadily ,"the 
revival caused by the establishment of the State baitery 
has been maintained. 

Here is a case in which the field was going 
down. The State stepped in and established a 
battery, and immediately the field revived and 
its prosperity has been maintained. He goes on 
to say-

In the Mount MaTgaret Goldfield . . . There are 
five State batteries at work in this field, which during 
the year have crushed 14,807'7 tons for the public for 
21,670'81 oz. 

Around Pingin a good man~ leases have been worked, 
and excellent returns obtained from pnreels of ore 
treated at the State battery. At Yerri, also, the erec-
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tion of a State battery has caused a good deal of 
mining, prospectors having previously had no facilities 
for crushing. 

.At Yerilla, too, a centre that had been practically 
deserted for some time, the department took over a 
batter,v which has immensely assisted mining in the 
district. 

In the North Coolgardie Goldfield there are nine State 
crushing and cyanide plants, which have during the 
year treated 24,~66·3 tons of ore and 25,860 tons vf 
tailings and slimes for a total return of £118,681 9s. ld. 

All this large amount of money has been distributed 
throughout the State through the nperation of 
State batteriee, and we may presume that but 

for the erection of those batteries 
[5 p._m] that money would never h>Lve been 

circulatPd. The mere fact of such 
a large amount of money being taken nut of 
the ground and circulated in any State means 
that that State must deri,·e a great deal of 
benefit from it. This is one of the indirect 
benefit,; which more than compens!1tes for the 
deficiency of interest on the capital expended. 
The report goes on to say-

The number of State batteries has been increased 
annually sinre 1893, whP.n the system was tirst 
juaugurated. At the enU of 1905 there were 291Jatteries 
workiug as against 22 at the close of 1904, and 24 
cyanide plants and ore slimes piant as against 13 
cyanide plants and ore slimes plant, a tin-dressing 
plant baYing been worked in both :years. rrhe number 
of stamps had increa:.-;ed by 61, as compared with 
1904. 

Here we see that they have been increasing year 
by year notwithstanding the fact that those bat· 
teries have never paid interest on cost, and until 
thi, yE>M have never paid working expenses. 
Indeed they are hardly paying working expenses 
yet. And yet the people are satisfied that the 
indirect benefits more than compensate for the 
apparent loss. The Teport goes on to say-

To the end of 1905, ;H4,176 tonF of gold ore have been 
crushed, the gold resulting thcrefrom being valued at 
£1,3:1:4,029: 165,±70 tons of tailings, returning gold to 
the value of £155,801 aml !=.1,222 tons of tin ore giving tin 
to t11e value ot £HJ,JJ7. 'rhe total value of gold and 
tin reDovered by State plants was £1,510,767. 

The tonnage treated b~· State plants has been in­
creased year by yem·, 85,018 tons having been milled 
during HI05 as against 71,616 tons in 1904 ; the tonnage 
of sands and slimes cyanided dnring the same periOds 
being 6l,U8 and 43,942 tons respectively. 

Then it goes on to show the revenue-
The revenue from State batteries. cyanide, and tin­

dress.ing plants for 1905 ha'' been £82,326 17s. Sd., and 
the expenditure £78,984 lis. 2d. ; the excess of revenue 
over 'vorking expenses being £3,342 6s. 6d.; a more 
satisfactory re<>ult than for ~::;everal years past. 

That is not taking into account the capital cost 
at all. Yet after seven years they are so satisfied 
that in 1905 there were seven or eight new plants 
erected, and they are working now. 

Mr. MAX\n;J,L : \Vhat was the cost of the 
plant? 

Mr. BUHROWS : That is stated in the 
report-

To the end o! 1905, £129,999 6s. 6d. has been spent 
from loan on State treatment plants, and £87,082 ls. tid. 
from revenue, givlng a gross total of £217,081 Ss., and 
so far the total results have shown a net loss of £11.090; 
no account being taken of interest on rapital, expendi~ 
tnre, and de~reciation of plants. 

I take it that the Governments of those States 
are not devoid of intelligence, and they are 
quite ;atisfied that this is a payable transaction 
from a State point of view. And just as the 
Governments of Victoria and West Australia 
have seen the wisdom and the profitableness of 
this undertaking by continually increasing the 
number of batteries, notwithstanding the fact 
that they have never paid interest, and never 
paid working expenses until last year, so it 
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would be wise if our G~vernment made some 
attempt to institute that system here. The 
report continues-

In one case assistance vras given to put a. battery in 
order, conditionally on its being available for vublic 
crushing 

Twenty-five crushing plants were subsidised from ls. 
to 2s. per ton, conditionally on their crushing for the 
public at certain fixed rates. During the year 38,998 
tons have been crushed at those lJatteries. 

That is a system which Mr. Jackson in his re­
port favoured, but evidently the Mines Depart­
ment are averse to the whole scheme, and will 
not agree even to that moderate proposal. That 
should be done as well as the erection of State 
uatteries, and there are m:tny places in Queens­
land where State batteries could be erected on 
the same principle as in "Western Australia and 
Victoria, with a result very profitable to the 
State. The report states-

The quantity of stone milled for the year amounted 
to-

Tons ... 
Yieldh1g, oz. 
Valued at ... 

Average pe1' 

83,018 
92,327 

. . £333,013 
ton, l·OS oz. 

The stone at the 70-mile averages consider­
ably over 1 nz. without the residues. In \Vest­
ern Australia I take it this would include the 
amount that is got from the cyanides. 

Mr. ::VIAXWELL: \Vhat is the average cost of 
crushing at the State batteries in \V estern Aus­
tralia? 

Mr. BURROWS: I have not got the figures 
by me, but, speaking from recollection, it is 
about 12s. 4d., and 7s. 3d. for cyaniding. An­
other practice they reRort to in \Vestern Aus­
tralia is that of buying the sands. They gave 
£21,289 Os. 9d. last year to owners of tailings­
paying· 75 percent. of the assay value of the tailings. 
'J'here is some difficulty in that, for it all depends 
on the nature of the tailings. But at the time 
they made the assay they could also determine 
what would be the cost of extraction, and they 
could deduct from the amount payable the extra 
cost th"'t might be involved in the treatment of 
such sands and slimcs as would pay for the extra 
cost of treatment. The system ha>• panned out 
well in \V estern Australia, and I believe it would 
do equally well here. I do not say that thi' will 
pay, or that it will pay even working expenses. 
It will never pay here, but the indirect benefits 
will more than compensate for the apparent loss. 

Mr. :'IIAXWELL: Have you no regard for the 
taxpayer? 

Mr. BURROWS: Hon. members have regard 
fnr the taxpayer in certain respects, but not in 
all cases. I notice the cost of erecting a five­
head battery at Y eulla, in \V estern Australia, 
was £1,252. If the cost of £750 in Victoria is 
too low in comparison with Mr. Jackson's esti­
mate of £2,000, here is an instance in which the 
cost is £1,252. I know that the cost of a battery 
largely depends on the cost of transport, espe­
cially in outlying districts, and that a battery 
may cost £100 or so more in one phtce than in 
another on account of the greater cost of car­
riage. St.ill there is no room for believing that 
snch a difference in the estimate is justifiable. 
I think the batterieil in \V estern Australia crush 
a very much lil.rger quantity of stone than they 
did in Victoria, but the quantity crushed in 
Victoria is considerably less than the amount 
that could be guaranteed at the 70-mile. At 
Laverton, in \Vestern Australia, the quan­
tity crushed last year was 985 tons, and at 
Southern Cross 641 tons. I admit that in other 
places they crushed considerably more, but, 
according to Mr. J ackson's own figures, they 
could guarantee 1,300 tons a year at the 70-mile. 
The Government would do well to initiate 

such a system in Queensland. The hon. mPm­
ber for Burke had something to say last night 
about erecting a smelter in Queensland, and 
I know the hem. member possesses an intimate 
knowledge of these matters which very few 
hon. members possess. I have received a cir­
cular letter, which is signed by l\Ir. Ill .• T. Cockrell, 
as secretary of a meeting held at \Vaverly on 
31st July, 1906, and I shall read the following 
paragraph:-

In the matter of the sale of tin oxide, it has been 
demonstrated that State buyers do not give within three 
shillings and ninepence (3s. 9d.) per unit, or over 
thirteen pounds (£13) per ton, of the home quotations 
for 70 yer cent. ore. There being virtually no competi­
tion, seller~; are entirely in the grip of the buyers. Ores 
are almost invariably consigned for absolute sale, 
mostly in small parcels, consequently the vendor must 
accept what he is given, and has no appeal or redress. 
Instances are continually coming to light (more particu­
larly since tin and copper have appreciated in value), 
where the return~ of metallic contents are considerably 
below the kno\VU assay value, so that all confidence in 
the integrity of the purcha~ers is entirely lost; conse~ 
quent!y a serious decrease in production }HIS re.:;ulted, 
and prospecting for ores has been checked throughout 
Xorth Queensland . 

He points out that the production of these 
metals is largely in the hands of working 
miners, several thousands being employed in the 
industry, and they are practically helpless in the 
hands of the buyers. He points ont that a large 
quantity of the ores have to be sent to Germany 
to be treated, and it would be a good thing if 
the State were to erect smelters to treat the ores 
here. If the Government do not agreP to do 
·that-and I am very much afraid there is not 
much chance of it-I would suggest that the 
Mines Department should do what the Depart­
ment of Agriculture has done in connection 
with the agricnltuml industry. The Secretary 
for Agriculture took over the Cape gooseberry 
crop, handled it, pulped the fruit, sold them, 
and returned the profits to the growers. 

Mr. JEXKINSON: And made a loss. 
Mr. BURROWS : With respect to cotton, he 

handled the crop, sold it, and returned the pro­
fits to the growers. I think it is possible for 
the Mines Department to deal in a similar 
manner with the minerals which are being pro· 
duced by these men. 

Mr. JEXKISSON: There was a loss in both 
cases you mentioned. \Vould you advo001te a 
further loss in connection with mining? 

Mr. BURROWS : I do not think there was a 
loss in either case. There could not have been a 
loss, becnuse the department returned the pro­
fits to the growers after deducting all expenses. 

JYir. JENKINSON: There was a loss to the State. 
Mr. BURROWS: The Government could 

appoint an officer in the Northern district 
to take samples of the ores, and pay at least a 
percentage upon them until they were sold at 
home or otherwiae disposed of, and then the 
owner could get the balance. I think that, 
seeing the large amount of assistance that has 
been given to other industnes, the mining indus­
try is entitled to some assistance. It has had 
very little in the past, and I think the Govern­
ment would be weil advised if they were to act 
a little more liberally towards the miners in the 
future than has been done in the past. \Vith 
regard to the school of mines in Charters 
Towers, I know they are in need of alterations 
and extensions, and I do not see any provision 
made in the Estimates for that. ' I notice there 
is a little increase in salaries. An assistant 
demonstrator has been appointed, who I know is 
a very competent person, and his salary is a low 
one; it should be £50 higher. He is doing 
more work than the demonstrator, and has 
more pupils under him; but that is a matter 
we can deal with on the Estimates. I do 

}If r. Burrows.] 
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not want to say the Government have done 
nothingforthemining industry, because they have 
done something; but I think they should spend 
more money in the direction I have indicated. 
There has been a satisfactory result to the State 
by the batteries, and my contention is that 
though they may not have paid interest on the 
cost of construction, and for some years might 
not even pay working expenses-notwithstand­
ing that fact I claim that the indirect benefit 
derived therefrom would more than compensate 
for auy deficiency in direct returns. 

Mr. MITCHELL (Jfaryborough): I think 
when we take the Financial Statement into con­
sideration we will find that it is one of the most 
satisfactory that has been laid before this House 
for a number of years. \Ve find that both our 
present and our pro,;pective finances are in a very 
flourishing condition, and will make the people 
of the State confident for the future. Taking 
pastoral, agricultural, and mining industries, 
and sugar in particular, the returns are expected 
to be higher this incoming year than ever they 
have been in the history of Queensland. It is 
also sai.J that our mineral resources are largely 
in advance of what they have ever been before, 
notwithstanding the fact that gold has dropped 
to a considerable extent. Another thing which 
has given considerable satisfaction to the people 
of the State is the fact that the public servants are 
getting the promotions for which they have been 
patiently waiting for a number of years. The 
apprentices al~o, some of whom have for a long 
time been going about without boots in order 
to eke out an existence from the small wages 
they were getting, are now going to get the 
advances they are entitled to. The junior 
officers are also going to get their advances, and 
all these things make our prospects better than 
they have been for many years past. Com­
ing to the hospital;c, we find that a sum of £14,500 
has been set aside to give increased endowment. 
The sum is not a large one, and I may say that 
I am considerably disappointed that the base 
hospitals have not been restored to the position 
in which they were before the reduction of en­
dowment. The hospital in J\Iaryborough is one 
that for many years has taken a high standard. 
It has a reputation not only around the district 
of Maryborough, but throughout the whole of 
the State, for work done in connection with it, 
and previous to retrenchment it was a base hos­
pital, and had a share of the £1,000 whiilh was 
voted. The district of Maryborough is one that 
is developing very rapidly, and patients are 
brought from Kingaroy, Nan~.ngo, Eidsvold, 
Gayndah, and all round about for consultation 
and treatment to the hospital there, and I think 
it wonld be only fair in the interests of the State, 
and of that particular district, that we should 
have the base hospitals restored to their original 
pos1tion, as was partially promised would be 
done when the retrenchment was restored. Then 
we come to the vote for Dunwich. I think 
£3,000 is an insignificant amount to vote for 
such an important institution. I was in hopes 
that this year, after the debate which took place 
last session, on the motion of the hon. member 
for Kennedy, the Government would see their 
way to take some initiative in connection with 
this institution. All through we have been 
simply copying the principle of indigent allow­
ance which has been practisPd for generaticns, 
and it has never been attempted to any large 
extent, either by this or previous Govern­
ments, to make any departure from the 
old system of indigent allowances. \V e 
find the people at Dunwich do not complain 
very much, but they are discontented, because 
they feel it is something like a penal settle­
ment. They have been banished from their 
homes and associations, and have been left at 
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Dunwich to eke out an existence on about 5s. 2d. 
per week. \Vhen we see these people down 
there we begin to question what they are put 
there for. \Vhen we go to St. Helena we know 
the people there have committed Rome offence 
against the country, and are sent there by way 
of punbhment, and banished from their old 
associations ; but nt Dunwich we find these old 
people are suffering from a system equal to 
punishment, and feding its influence so strongly 
that in many instanceR they cry, and the tears run 
down their cheeks to such an extent as to almost 
bring tears to the eyes of those who are listening 
to them. I think it is time that the Govern­
ment, or the :Yiinister in charge of the adminis­
tration, took up some initiative in this matter. 
I think it may be tJOosible for him to plan out a 
scheme whereby instead of sending them to an 
island where they are banished from old associa­
tions, a syRtem may be adopted by which eaoh 
town of the State may be enabled to make provi­
sion for its own poor. 

:Mr. KEI\R: Poorh<moes. 
Mr. l\1ITOHELL: I do not mean poor­

houses, as interjected by the hon. member for 
Barc<•o, but I should like to see the cottage 
system establi,hed. Another system could also 
be adopted by which, if old people have relations 
who are willing to take them in and keep them, 
a sum of money should be paid to them to pre­
vent the old people from going to Dunwich. 
These cottages could be built in the v<trious 
municipalities, and the aged poor left in the 
towns in which they live, and husbands and wives 
could be left together. The separation from each 
other is one of the greatest hardships felt duwn 
at Dunwich-the separation of husbands and 
wives who have lived together for so many years, 
and are thus deprived of the opportunity of con­
conver8ing about their fa1nilies, and the 
prospect:' of their children. They have to 
be sundered, and are only aliowed to meet 
together at long intervals. I think these are 
things which should be seriously considered 
by the Minister in charge of that departm~Jnt. 
Last night the mc•mber for Bulloo referred to 
the fact that the Treasurer need not make any 

great stir about the smvJl sum he 
[5.30 p.m.] was not getting, because £50,000 or 

£60,000 was not of very much con­
sideration. I think if £50,000 or £60,000 in a 
matter of that kind is not of much consideration, 
then £20,000, in addition to the present 
sum that is being spent on indigent allowance, 
could very well be granted by this country, in 
its present prosperous state, to give those poor 
people at least 7s. 6d. a week in place of 5s. I 
think that this is a matter that should have the 
earnest consideration of the Minister. \Vhat 
are the aged poor down there? They are not 
·criminals. They are men and women who have 
spent their best days in giving us the sweat of 
their brow and in giving us the best blood in 
their veins to build up what we now call a happy 
and prosperous Queensland, and I think th<~t 
instead of allowing them to be kept oh the 
smallest possible pittance, they should be made 
as ('omfortable a.; it is possible for the State to 
make them. In connection with the income tax, 
I may say that I am very pleased to see that the 
exemption has been raised to £160, but I would 
have liked to see that £160 applied all round. 
It would then be very much better and much 
more satisfactory. Now these various things 
that I have referred to-the promotions, the 
granting of increased allowances to hospitals, 
and the small sum of £8,000 for Dnnwich-have 
all beinl'" given in the face of a possible deficit trom 
the J<'edeml Government next year of £112,000. 
I think that when the Treasurer has the courage 
to give these thing< in face of a poRsible deficit 
from that source, it really shuws that he has a 
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courage that enables him to claim justification 
for holding the position which he does as Trea­
surer of the State of Queensland. In speaking 
about federation, I may say that it has been 
very much dragged in by leading members on 
the other side, who have made it appear-and 
the hon. member for Bulloo ''aid so distinctly­
that the object of the Treasurer in bringing the 
federation question so prominently before this 
House was purely a political one. He said that 
the federation was unpopular, and that the 
object of the Premier in bringing it forward was 
simply a )Jolitical dodge. Now, I think that 
when we view the calm, cool, and nlculating 
manner in which the 'l'reasurer reviewed the 
question of federation we will see that he did 
not attempt in any way to make it a political 
thing, but when we consider the manner in which 
the federation has been talked of by leading 
members on the other side we have really to 
come to the conclusion that it is purely because 
of political matters that they have taken up tbis 
cry at the present time. If we go back to the 
remarks that have been made by those on the 
other side with respect to federation, we will find 
they dwelt at considerable length upon the 
question of the Brad don clause. \V e kno1v that 
in framing the Constitution that there had to be 
certain fixed sections laid down f.or the guidance 
of these States which might be there for all time, 
and we also know in order to get the consumma­
tion of federation within a reasonable time that 
it was necessary to 1nake some ten1porary arrange­
ment. Now the Braddon clause was put in as a tem­
porary arrangement. It was distinctly understood 
that the Brad don clause was making provision for 
the return of certain sums of money to the States 
whlr:-h h~.0 l)P('ntl'P. ~ nf~""~:+ nf t.hA rimnmo~'\VP~~Jt:h 
of Austr;,lia. . Th~ l~te~p;~tatl~; ;,_;hich- th~ 
Queensland people put on that Braddon 
clause is this : That the am9unt of money col­
lected from Customs and Excise should be 
laid aside, one-fourth of that should be kept 
by th@ Federal Parliament for federal expenses, 
and that three-fnurths of that amount should be 
handed back to the State of (2ueensland. The in­
terpretation put upon this section by the highest 
authorities is this: Th<:tt the whole Customs and 
Excise revenue collected from the whole of t.he 
States in the federation should be pooled, and 
one-fourth of it should be retained for federal ex­
penses and three-fourths returned to the various 
States. pro mta. If this is the case-and I 
think it is only a fair view to take of the matter­
there is no need for dragging federation into this 
discnsRion so much as has been done. 

Mr. ,J. LEAHY : It was dragged in by the 
Premier. 

Mr. ::VliTCHELL : Tha Premier simply 
dra~;ged it in from a financial sta£Jdpoint. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: You admit that he did drag it 
in~ 

Mr. MITCHELL: Simply from a financial 
standpoint, which was that in the event of this 
system continuing it had a tendency to upset 
the calculations of the Treasurer when he waR 
making up his Budget for the coming year. I 
think that was about all that he did. Of course, 
in doing that he gave details in several tables. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: One-third of his sneech was 
made up of federation. ' 

Mr. ::vn:rcHELL: No, it was not. A con­
siderable portion of the speech refers to the gene­
ral financial arrangements of this State, which, 
fortunately for the Treasurer, and unfortunately 
for those on the other siae, they never thought 
wise to touch. They passed over these mn,tters 
and hung their hat on the question of federation. 
And I may say that, notw>thstanding the great 
attempt that has been made by the various 
speakers to bring federation into disrepute, we 
have great reason to be pleased with federation, 

because it has given very many advanta~;es to 
the State of Queensland. In the first place, I 
may say that I noticed in one of .the leading 
papers the other day it was stated that federa­
tion had struck a blrnv at Qneensland-had 
ruined the sugar industry by the abolition of 
black labour. Now it is a well-known fact that 
never in the history of sugar-growing in Queens­
land has the sugar-grower been in a better posi­
tion than they are in to-day. 

:iYir. RARNES : \Vhat about the seasons? 
Mr. l\liTCHELL : Of course we have to take 

the settsons into consideration as well, but along 
wilh the seasons we have to take the bounty; 
and when we are constantly cavilling about not 
getting our proper return of revenue, we are 
very apt to forget 1>hat the whole of the other 
States are assisting queensland in doing away 
with black labour by paying a higher price for 
their sugar to enable ns to give a bonus to 
growers of cane at the present time. The Treasurer, 
in referring to federation, said the crux of the 
financial problem was in the nationalisation of 
our State debts. The leader of the Opposition 
said distinctly that thJS would be a good thing, 
but that the Federal Parliament would not agree 
to it. The hon. member for Bulloo, last night, 
said distinctly that it would be a bad thing for 
us to allow our State debt to go out of our hands, 
and be nationalised by the Commonwealth. 

Mr. J. LFAHY: I did not. I said it would be 
a bad thing to allow the control to pass out of 
our hands under the scherHe which I was 
condemning. 

Mr. MITCHELL : You said distinctly that 
it would be a bad thing for us to allow the debt 
to go out of our hands. 

JYir. ,:r LEAHY' T dir1 not. T sa.irl nnder the 
conditions proposed. 

Mr. :i'IIITCHELL : There could be no con­
ditions proposed. 

Mr .• J. LEAHY: You know nothing a bout it. 
Mr. MITCHELL: The hon. member thinks 

he knows a lot, but if he knew as much as he 
thinks he knows he wonld not be sitting where 
he is to-day. He thinks himself a very clever 
man, but he has found out-to his great loss, his 
great concern, and his great annoyance-that 
there are men in the House who are as clever 
and as smart as the hon. member for Bulloo. 
H we allow the Commonwealth to take over the 
State debts, there is no other way by which the 
interest on those aebts can be paid than by 
allowing the Federal Government to take posses­
sion of our Excise and Customs duties. That 
would be a neceosary corollary, and that was 
distinctly laid down when the Constitution was 
being framed. A proposition of this kind was 
made by the Hon. Mr. Harper, and it was also 
suggested by our Treasurer, and it is the only 
clear way out of the difficulty. It is the only 
way in which this financial irritation which is 
going on from year to year can be allayed, and I 
think the sooner it is brought about the better it 
will be for Queensland and for all the other 
States. With regard to the influence of 
federation, I am satisfied that when hon_ mem­
bers on the other side of the House refer to this 
matter their whole trouble is of a nolitical 
character. Unfortunately for them, imd for 
other persons holding similar political views, 
whenever there has been a federal election, 
democratic members have been returned to 
represent the States in the Commonwealth 
Parliament. 

JYir. BARNES : Aren't there many members 
on your own side who are strongly opp ·sed to 
federation ? 

Mr. MITCHELL: I think that is where the 
feeling comes in. Previous to federation there 
had sprung up a democratic influence throughout 
the whole of the States of the Commonwealth, 
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and many of those who were in favoar of fede­
ration then, and who to-day speak so bitterly 
against it, thought that the adoption of federa­
tion would give a big show to the Conservative 
party to get into power. I remember discussing 
the matter at the time with a good many who 
wer<> of that opinion. They seemed to think 
that the mode of electing senators would go 
against democracy, buo unfortunately for them 
the result has been that the Senate is mostly 
composed of democratic members. If it hRd 
been the other way, if men of democratic prin­
ciples and advanced ideas had not been sent 
down to the Federal Parliament, but that a large 
number of conservative members had been re­
turned, there would not have been that cry against 
federation which obtains to-day. They would have 
been satisfied that federation was a good thing. I 
am quite satisfied now that it is a good thing, 
and i think the majority of people throughout 
the Commonwealth are also satisfied that it is a 
good thing. The instruction given the other day 
by the leading ]Japer I have referred to was that 
we should see that we get a good class of repre­
sentation. \Ve on thiB side are quite satisfied 
with the representation we have got; we are 
quite satisfied that the men who have gone down 
there have done good work, but members oppo­
site are not satisfied, and that is the reason for 
their objection to federation. They expected 
different things, and they have been disap­
pointed. Is it not very foolish to talk about 
secession, about withdrawing from federation, as 
some bon. members opposite have done? How 
could Queensland remain isolated from the Com­
monwealth of Australia? The late J\Ir. Seddon, 
before his sudden demise, saw that New z~,aland 
had made a great mist;>ke in remaining isolated 
from the Commonwealth. 

Mr. BAR:s'ES : Have you anything to prove 
that? 

Mr. MITCHELL : My authority for that 
statement is that be endeavoured to get a prefer­
Bntial tariff established. From that fact I think 
I am justified in saying that he began to see that 
New Zealand in being isoln,ted from the Com­
monwealth was at a very great disadvantage. 
We should have been in a Yery much worse posi­
tion to-day than we are if we had remained iso­
lated. Had Queensland been isolated from the 
Commonwealth, our sugar and onr fruits would 
have been very heavily taxed. 

Thir_ BARNES : There would have been no 
federation had Queensland not joined. 

:Mr. MITCH]';LL : That is a statement that 
cannot be borne out by facts. I do not think 
the fact of Queensland remaining out of the 
ft>deration would have prevented the establish­
ment of the Commonwealth. 

Hon. E. B. FORREST : You are the only man 
in Austr"Jia who is of that opinion_ 

:VIr. MI'rCHELL: I am quite satisfied that 
the position I am taking up is the correct one. 
Had (~ueensland remained out, our agriculturists 
would have suffered unduly, and before five years 
had expired we would have been going to the 
Commonwealth and asking to be made one of the 
united States of Australia. 

Mr. HAWTHORN (Enogge>·a): A great deal 
of interest has centred round the question of the 
central sugar-mil!R, and farmers are very much 
concerned as to whether they are going to lose 
their lands or not. The Treasurer, I notice, says 
he is not going to foreclose on the canegrowers, 
but I think he ought, if possible, to make the 
position more clear, so as to give them confidence 
in the belief that everything is right as far :.s 
they are concerned. The mere mention of the 
word '' foreclosure" has greatly frightened every­
one who is under mortga!;'e. Stepbens in his 
Commentaries has defined foreclosure as when 
the mortgagee calls on the mortgagor to redeem 
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his estate presently, or in default thereof to be 
for ever foreclosed from redeeming the same­
that is, to lose his equity of redemption without 
possibility of recall. That is why the farmers 
are so frightened. Although the Treasurer says 
there is no intention of foreclosing on the farms 
of the canegrowers, be goes on to say-

Indeed, the action now taFen will, it is hoped. enable 
us at a much earlier date to release the farms from the 
burden of the mortgages, ~nd to carry out the original 
purposP, of the Act-that is, to mak~ the mills eo-opera­
tive concerns and worked by the canegrowers. 

That seems to have got round among the 
farmers, and has led them to conclude that they 
are going to Jose their land. If possible, some­
thing should be done to abolish that impression. 
PersonaJly, I have no doubt the Treasurer 
means every word he say,,, and will, to the best 
of his ability, carry out what he says. I am sure 
he could not expect members to support him if 
he was going to deprive these small farmers of 
their holdings which they pledged in good faith 
to the Government, believing that in doing so 
they would assist in starting the central mills, 
and that they would eventually be able to 
redeem then;_ Members on the Opposition side 
have said thet they are afraid there is something 
else behind this, and that the Treasurer intends 
to take away these farms and hand them over 
to other men who are not entitled to tbern, and 
upon whom he wishes to bestow favours. I do 
not for one moment think that, and no reason­
able man would support the 'l.'reasurer in 
such action. I think it might be poesible, 
by the nomination of a Select Committee, 
to go into this 1ratter fully, and see what is 
the begt thing to be done, so that the whole 
position may be put before the House in 
such a way that members would be fully assured 
as to the best method of working these central 
mill properties in the future_ I am very much 
pleased with the :Financial Statement as a whole. 
It is a very intelligible one, and it certainly is 
optimistic_ I th~nk the Treasurer is 9u!te_ en­
titled under the circumstances to be optlmistJc­
to look uvon our future prospects as being very 
good indeed. I notice that the returns from the 
mining industry have improved, but that the 
gold yield has gone back in valne. In that con­
nection it is to be observed that the vote for 
prospecting is only £1,500. I would like to ,see 
that amount very larg.,ly increased, for without 
encouragement being given we are not likPly to 
have any large new discoveries of goldfields. 
·we should meke it worth while for miners to go 
out and search for new fields, which from time 
to time in the history of the State have done 
much to assist our finances. I am glad to see the 
income tax exemption is being raised to £Hi0. 
I supported on several occasions the raising 
of the exemption because I consider that any 
man earning £3 a week should not be called upon 
to contribute to the expenses of running the 
State_ A man can do no more than live properly 
on such an income, and we •hould a,void at all 
times taxing such men. I am pleased to see thau 
the junior officers of the public service are to get 
their increases, and am only sorry that they have 
not been given long ago, as there is no doubt that 
our public servants are a very deserving body, 
who will compare favourably with any body of 
public servants in the British dominion". Al­
though a good many of them are practically 
routine servants, there are many of them who 
underta'ke administrative work which they could 
not undertake unless they were very well fitted 
for it. We must remember that the public ser­
vants are really the administrators of the State, 
for, although the Government bring forward pro­
grammes, the actual administration is carried 
out by the public officers ; and when we retrench 
the salaries of the public servants, or stop the 
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increase to the salaries, we are not doing that 
which is likely to lead to the best work on their 
part. If we want good work done, we must be 
prepared to pay well for it; and I consider that 
to in any way underpay the public servants 
ie to risk the chance of getting bad work. 
I hope we have heard the last of any special 

retrenchment being made in the 
[7 p.m.] case of the civil servants, and that 

in future they will not be singled 
out for special taxation in that way. I look 
upon it as class legislation pure and simple, and 
legislation which should be avoided if it can be 
possibly done. Amongst the Bills mentioned 
in the . prog~amme for the session is a Super­
annuatiOn B1ll. I hope that will be introduced 
and carried to a satisfactory termination before 
the _session closes. The civil servants are very 
:tnxwus to have a scheme of that kind brought 
m. I understand, from conversation with a 
prominent member of the Public Service Associa­
tion, that a suitable scheme can be started 
without any cost to the State. The question of 
advertising the State is a very important one. 
There is a sum of £3,000 set down for that pur­
pose, to be supplemented by an additional 
£2,000, in the hands of the Agent-General. I 
consider that even £5,000 is totally inadequate 
for pr<,perly representing to the world generally 
the resources and advantages of Queensland. 1 t 
has been stated that every immigrant we get is 
worth £300. It we could place the desirability 
of Queensland in such a manner before the 
people of Great Britain or eleewhere as to induce 
5,000 immigrants to come hero, it would add 
to our material interests a sum of £1,500 000 
That is well worth going for. \Vhen we see'that 
America last year increased her population 
by 1,000,000 and Canada by 250,000, we can 
un~erstand what a very material increase to 
their wealth was brought about in that way. 
Here, instead of an increase in the population 
there has been a small decrease, as has been th~ 
case generally in Australia. That i~ due entirely 
to the want of knowledge on the other side of 
the advantages and resource.~ of Queensbnd. 
Cana~a spent last year £200,000 in advertising, 
and 1t behoves us to be up and doing and to 
spend a very considerably larger sum than 
£5,000. On the subject of immie-ration, it would 
be a mistake to allow the Federal Government 
to undertake that business. The Governments 
of each St:<te are the best judges of the require­
ments of that State, and it would be a mistake 
!o al!ow the :Federal Government to import any 
Immigrants they like and dump them down 
wherever they like without any <juestion as to 
whether they are suitable for that particular 
State. The advantages of Australia over 
9anada are very great. Although its population 
IS 6,000,000 against our 4,000,000, it does not 
equal us in any one point. 'With all its great 
wheatgrowing capacity, Australia exported more 
wheat last year than Canada dirl. We exported 
more wool and more butter, and we have a very 
much larger amount of money in our banks. 
I contend that in any comparison with 
Canada we can show superiority all round. 
Holdmg that view, I consider it is our duty 
to advertise Queensland and advertise it 
freely, and get what is wanted to make 
Que_e~sland _go ahead-population. California 
exhibits an mstance of successful advertising. 
There the chambers of commerce and the pro­
gress a.s~ociations are free enough in the way of 
ad vert1smg, and they are backed up by the rail­
yvay co;npanies, who have tt great interest in 
mcreasmg the population because it results in 
more people being carried over their lines. Los 
Angeles is a typical example. A few years ago it 
yvas a t~wnship with a few small buildings. Now 
.It IS a c1ty of over 100,000 inhabitants. Besides 

advertising our State, we should also be pre­
pared with land ready for the immigrants as 
thev arrive. If a man comes here desirous to 
get'land, and cannot get what he wants, he 
goes away dissatisfied, and is a very bad adver­
tisement indeed. \Ve want to offer them facili­
tier' for seeing the land, and for putting them on 
a selection where they want to go. \Vhile 
on the subject of land, I think that far 
greater facilities ought to be given to the 
Queensland youth. I have heard of instances 
where farmers' sons were precluded from 
taking up land that was thrown open for settle­
ment on the ground that it was set aside for 
groups from the southern States. That I con­
sider is altogether wrong. \Ve have not only to 
consider outside immigrants, hut particularly the 
sons of the Queensland farmers-our own people, 
resident in the State. I hope that aspect of the 
question will commend itself to the Minister 
for Lands. I am glad to see there is >~n increased 
amount on the Estimates for schools of art and 
technical education. 'l'echnical education is a 
most important matter, and one which requires 
a very large amount of attention. \Ve have to 
compete with countries like Germ>~ny, which are 
spending large sums on technical education. 
Germany, both politically and commercially, 
has made very rat>id strides within the htst few 
years, due entirely to the amount of attention 
paid to technical education. Vie have to con­
sider what each district needs to suit its own 
particular requirements, e~pecially as applicable 
to the primary industries. In New Zealand 
that is taught in the ordinary school curri­
culum. Something might be done in that 
way in Queensland, and make it looked 
upon not, as a luxury, but as a necessity. 
'l'he Financial Statement de>~ls ,-ery largely with 
the question of federation, and it has done it so 
exhaustively that there is no need to say much 
about it ; but I do say that it is a matter that 
requires very great attention. There is no doubt 
that we are not getting our rights under federa 
tion. The 87th section of the Constitution Act 
distinctly proviues that only one-fourth of our 
Customs :tnd Excise revenue shall be retained by 
the Commonwealth ; but, in addition to that, for 
several years past this State has been mulcted to 
the extent of about £?;0,000 in excess of that one­
fourth. That is a position that should not arise, 
especially seeing that New South Wales and 
Victoria, instead of having a deficiency of that 
kind, have received many hundreds of thousands 
of pounds in addition to their three-fourths ; so 
that the position presses most hardly upon the 
smaller States like Queensland. That will always 
be the case when we find one set of men collect­
ing revenue and another set spending it. Those 
who have to collect. the money are likely to be 
much more careful in spending-, as they are 
answerable to the persons who have to provide 
the monev. The federal authorities have not to 
face irate electors, and so they spend money 
much more lavishly than they would if they had 
to account for it to the electors of Australia. 
\Vhat should be done is what was intended should 
be done-that is, pool the whole revenue and 
the whole expenditure, and return the balance 
to the several States on a per capita basis. 
'l'he Statement also refers to the question 
of State debts. That is a very big ques­
tion, and one that could not even be settled 
by the Premiers of the States meeting the 
l<~ederal Premier at the v :1rious conferences. The 
Constitution Act provides that the debts in force 
at the date of the establishment of the Common­
wealth-namely, 1st January, 1901-can b_e 
taken over by the Commonwealth; but the posi­
tion has been complicated by two factors. The 
first is that since the establishment of the Com­
mon wealth the States have incurred a very large 
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amount of further debt, and that they have also 
paid off a portion of the debts incurred before 
1st January, 1901; and the question arises 
whether, on the one hand, the Commonwealth 
can take over a smaller amount than the 
debts at the time of the establishment of 
the Commonwealth, or whether, on the other 
hand, they can take over any portion of 
the debts which have been incurred since 
federation. I do not think anything can be 
done until there is fresh legislation introduced 
in the Commonwealth Parliament to enable 
them to take over the whole of the debts right 
up to the time of taking them over. I am sorry 
there is no mention in the Financial Statement 
a bout the conservation of water. Although we 
have good seasons at present, we know that in 
the ordinary cuurse of events we must look 
for":ard to a recurrence of a series of dry seasons. 
Wht!e we have good seasons is the tin1e when 
we should make provision for conserving some 
of the water which is running to waste in those 
good seasons. It is not a question of want of 
money at all. It is advisable to devise some 
scheme whereby small dams can be constructed 
by local authorities in different places, and that 
could be done on an inexpensive basis. At 
any rate, I comider it is well worth making an 
experiment, and the Government should endea­
vour in that way to assist in tiding over bad 
bad times. \Vhen we do get a drought, a large 
number of our pioneers are burnt out and 
have to come in to the towns, with the 
result that the population of the towns 
becomes congested, and after the break­
ing up of the drought the whole process of 
settlement on the land has to be begun anew. 
This is a constantly recurring phase of settle­
ment in Clueensland, and we should do our best 
to overcome it as far as pos,ible. In the States 
of Texas, Colorado, and Kansas, in the United 
States of America, they have droughts th~tt are 
far worse than those we suffer from-droughts 
of six and se~en years in duratiun-andet I) y 
the conservatiOn of water they have made those 
States capable, practically, of supplying the 
whole of the Statee, and they are able to keep up 
their supplies at all times. If that can be done 
in America, we should endeavour to do the same 
thing here. There is a book published called 
"The Conquest of Arid America," which shows 
very clearly what can be done and wlut has been 
done in that country in the way of water r;onserva­
tion and how to a void the disastrous results of 
dry seasons. I notice there is some reference to 
a Closer Settlement Bill. I hope it will be 
founded on the Acts in force in New South 
\Vales and Victoria, which provide that, if the 
Government require any estate for close settle­
ment, they call upon the owner to fix a 
price. If he cannot agree with the Govern­
ment, the price is fixed by arbitration, and at 
that price the owner has to sell. In that way no 
injustice. can be done .to either party. The o1'vner 
gets a farr value for hrs J,,nd, and it is then avail­
able for cutting up purposes. That principle is 
already recognised in Queensland in connection 
with land resumed for railway purposes and in 
connection with local government. Land can be 
taken from the owner, and the question of value 
is decided by arbitration. Under a scheme of 
that sort no question of confiscation can possibly 
arise, and that is the way in which we should 
seek to bring about closer settlement. That is 
the proper sort of Bill to be called a Closer 
Settlement Bill, and I hope that it is on those 
lines that the Bill will be framed. I am very 
pleased indeed to see that the amount of endow­
ment to hospitals has been again raised to 30s. 
That will obviate the unpleasant necessity of in­
troducing a Hospital Bill such as we were 
threatened with last year-a Bill that gave rise 
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to very great excitement in Brisbane and the sur­
rounding districts, and was looked upon with 
very great dread by all taxpayers in the metro­
politan districts. 

::VIr. REINHOLD : By the big taxpayers. 
Mr, HAWTHORN : By the big taxpayers, 

and the small ones too. This restoration of the 
endowment to 30s. will do away with that dread, 
and will enable the ho~pitals to get into their 
former condition. Another question I would 
like to touch upon is that of endowment to local 
authorities. I am sorry that no money is placed 
on tbe Estimates for that purpose, as I consider, 
speaking as a representative of a local authority, 
that the endowment should be restored. The 
endowment was taken off in bad times, and, 
now that they have improved, either the endow­
ment should 'be restored or the local authorities 
should receive an extension of tin1e in regard to 
redemption and interest payments. Take the 
case of the local authority of Ithaca, with which 
I am c<mnected. This year we have to pay 
to the Government a sum of £2,000 out of a 
total revenue of about £5,000. In addition 
to that, we have to carry on the office and 
keep in order a very large mileage of streets, 
and it is practically impossible tu do it. If 
the endowment is not restored, it will 'cause 
a great difficulty in carrying on. The different 
local authorities throughout the State are very 
much concerned over this, and the majority of 
them have passed a resolution that they desire 
to have this endowment returned. I may read 
a letter, dated 13th May, HJOC, which was sent 
by the Bowen Town Council to the Home Secre­
tary, which goes to show the attitude that these 
different councils take up. [The hon. member 
here read the letter.] I have a similar letter 
from a large number of other local authorities­
Ayr, Fitzroy Counoil, Hinchin brook Shire Council, 
Cooktown, Roma, and a large number of other 
places; and their complaint is practically the 
same. They consider that when they laid out 
money in constructing roads and bridges it was 
distinctly understood the endowment should be 
carried out, and that they should have an oppor­
tunitv of paying their portion of loans back out 
of this endowment. That has been Rtopped, 
their rates have been run up as high as po,sible, 
the value of the properties has gone down, and 
their income has been very seriously diminished. 
I hope that the Treasurer will seize the oppor­
tunity of returning the endowment or a portion 
of it, or, at any rate, of allowing the local 
authorities an extension of time in which to 
return the moneys that they owe. If that were 
done, it would place them upon a very much 
better footing, and enable them to get into a 
position to pay their way properly. 

Mr. BARNES (B1dimba) : I desire to say to­
night, in commencing my remarks, that I want 
to join with some other members who have 
spoken-speaking as a private member, and 
perhaps as a back-bencher, representing at any 
rate that class-my sincere •ympathy with the 
leader of the Government in his present indis­
position. (Hear, hear ! ) I think it is due to 
every man who occupies a prominent poqition­
I think it will be admitted generally that, as far 
as I am concerned, I do not sit on a rail, and am 
not afraid of expressing my opinions-but I 
think that every member of the House should 
express their sympathy towards the Premier, 
notwithstanding their political convictions, and 
I desire very sincerely to say that I join all other 
members in expressing my regret at the absence 
of the Premier through illness. In saying that, 
if anything that I ma:; say subsequently may 
appear to be in a measure hostile, it will be under­
stood that I am not directing myself against an 
individual, but rather against the policy of the 
Government. I havl'l listened very patiently to, 
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the debate, and I followed the hon. member for 
JYiaryborough this afternoon more particularly 
in connection with the inmates of Dunwich. I 
am bound to say that I sympathise with him to 
a great extent in some of the remarks which he 
made regarding those inmates. I believe· it 
would be a good thing if an arrangement could 
be brought about by which some at least of the 
old people might be saved from going- to Dun­
wich. There is no question that old people have 
a distinct aversion of going to Dnnwicb. 

An HoNOcRABLE 11E~IBER: \Vhat for? 
Mr. BARKES: I am not saying one word 

against Dunwich. I believe it is splendidly 
managed, but I have a case in my mind in my 
own electorate where a woman of seventv-six 
is practically incurable, and it appears there 
is no hope of her being able to g·et into the 
Diamantina Hospital, and the only thing left ie 
to go down to Dunwich. I find that the objec­
tion to going down to Dunwich is due largely to 
the fact that the people object to being shut out 
from theirfrienrls. Therearemanyold people who 
count the presence of their friends near them in 
their sickness as a very valuable asset; and to 
them it is a very serious trouble to have to be cut 
asunder from their friends, perhaps for the rest 
of their lives. I do not agree with the hon. 
member for Maryborough in thinking that even 
an all(J\vance would be a suitable thing for every 
inmate of Dunwich. I am not here in any way 
to attempt to traduce the inmates of Dunwich 
or ta say anything against the poor, but I think 
it will be admitted that there are a few people at 
Dunwich-not very rr.any, perhaps--who are far 
better off under the care of the officials there 
than they would be if they were receiving their 
allowance in the city to do just as they like with. 

Mr. TvRXER: There are a good many. 
Mr. J. LEAHY : I know something about it. 

\Vhat about shareholders in brewPries? 
Mr. BARN:ES : Perhaps all those in Dun­

wich are not as temperate as they should be. 
Mr. KERR: There are some abstainers. 
Mr. BARNES: I should be ,,ery ;;orry, by 

inference or otherwise, to say that there are not 
temperate people there. The hon. member for 
Bulloo makes an interjection which is not appli­
cable to us who do not own shares in breweries. 
Perhaps the hon. member for Bulloo does. 

Mr. J. LK\HY : Oh, no! 
Mr. BARNES: Perhaps the hon. member for 

Rockhampton also. The hon. member for Bulloo 
assures me that he 1s not a shareholder, and I 
accept that in perfect good faith. I think the 
hon. member for Rockhampton will be able to 
explain his position later on. I want to deul for 
a short time with the Financial Statement as 
read by the Premier, and I would l·ke to say at 
bhe outset that to me it is exceedingly pleasant 
to notice that, for the first time since this Go­
vernment came into office, we are not told that 
there is going to be fresh taxation. I am 

aware of the fact that when this 
[7.30 p.m.] Government came into office it was 

clearly on the understanding that 
there was to be no fresh taxation, but one of the 
very first things they did was to pile on taxation 
for all they were worth. And this is the only 
time that they have not come down with some 
drastic proposals in connection with fresh taxa­
tion. 

Mr. MACARTNEY : There is the Closer Settle­
ment Bill. 

Mr. BARNES: Well, with that exception, 
this is the first time they have come down with­
out any proposal for fresh taxation. 

Mr. TURNER: Don't get angry about it. 
Mr. BARKES: If the hon. member for 

Rockhampton :North is in the habit of getting 
angry, especially when brewery shares fall, he 
must not think that I also get angry. We have 

been finding, in connection with this Govern­
ment, that taxation is one of the things that 
they have loved. Even the poor Savings Bank 
depositors have been brought in, and thny must 
get a little out of the frugal man. ·with the 
exception of the Closer Settlement Bill referred 
to by rny friend the hon. rnemher for Toowong, 
this is the first time that the Financial State­
ment of the Government has not been brimful of 
taxation propnsalF. 

:Mr. KEOGH : \Ve are on the eve of a general 
election. 

1Ir. BARN ES : I can on one occasion remem­
ber that the Minister for Lands rose up in his 
place-and I regret thrLt be is not in the Chamber 
at pre,ent-I remember he rose up-and he is 
given sometimes to get up very quickly, because 
he is built that way-and he told us that if we did 
not a~cept a certain thing, and then he quoted 
Scripture. n Wonld be pardonable for the 
member for Bulimba to qnote tlcripture, but on 
this occasion the 1Iini"ter for Lands nsed it, and 
said, "If you do not do so-and-so you will be 
lashed with scorpions. If you don't swallow our 
Betterment Bill you will be lasted with scor­
pions." And he grew quite warm. 

Mr .• J. LEAHY: Perhaps he will get some of 
his own beverage. 

Mr. BARXES: It may ha Ye been done to 
whip up some of the lVIorganitP following, but at 
any rate he used those words. I was exceedingly 
pleased to notice that some members of the JY1or­
ganite section-lVIr. Tohme, for instance, and Mr. 
Lindley, who has since come o,·er to this side of 
this House-went up the Korth Coa't line anrl 
said they would not swallow it. Mr. Tolmie 
spoke at'Tiaro, and the hon. member for \Vide 
Bay backed him up. They said : "\Ve have 
been very fooli.;h, and have been swallowing these 
things in the past. If these things are again 
introduced we wiil ta.ke certain action, and we 
will show that we are independent." They are 
to be admired for the courage they displayed on 
that particular occasion, although they were 
rather late in the day in showing it, and even 
though it is approachin!l' a general election. 
There is no suggestion of a land monopoly 
tax in the Statement on this occasion, except in 
an altered form. The Minister for Lands has 
returned to the Chamber, and I would remind 
him that I was not blackguarding him as an hon. 
member just interjected, but I was telling the 
House that on one occasion he told us that if we 
did not swallow the Betterment Bill we would 
be lashed wi'b scorpions. It was a threat, a 
threat that was never realised, but he may carry 
ont that threat at some future period. 

Mr. KEOGH: Not until after the general 
election. 

An HONOURABLE 2\1E;.IBER: Don't you 
tremble. 

Mr. BARNES : I am not going to tremble, 
but it might make some members of the com­
munity tremble if such a tax was introduced. 
There is another thing in Lhe Statement which 
pleases, and that is that the Treasurer has the 
manliness to admit that he is not infallible. 

Mr. FOR'lY'IH: He does not say so, does he? 
l\lr. BARNES : Practically that. At one 

time we were told that it was impossible for the 
Treasurer to make a mistake, although it was 
quite possible for the late Treasurer, Mr. Cribb, 
to make a mistake; but as for the leader of the 
Labour party making a mistake-never! Now, 
in this Statement we find, as was pointed out by 
the member for Bulloo Jast night, that there 
were two factors which saved the situation in 
connection with the excess of revenue over ex­
penditure during the last financial year. One 
factor was the rail ways, which came to the· 
rescue and accounted for more than the surplus. 

Mr. BaPnes.] 
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Mr. J. LEAHY: The railways gave £492,000 in 
threA yearR. 

Jlllr. BARNES : And there was the other 
factor-that there came from the Federal Trea­
surer an amount almoRt equal to the excess of 
revenue over expenditure. If the Treasurer's 
own forecast had been in any way realised, then 
instead of having a surplus we most certainly 
should have had a deficiency. 

Jlllr. TOLMIE: How could that have happened 
if his forecast was realised ? 

:\Ir. BARXES: If he had not received so 
much from the :Federal Treasurer and the rail­
ways-and he estimated that he would not-his 
forecast would not have been realised. 

:\Ir. TOL}IIE: I ask you if his forecast was 
realioed how could there have been a deficit? 

Jlllr. BARNES: I remind hon. members that 
the hon. member for Toowoomba was once a 
schoolmaster, and he found it necessary to put 
questions to his scholars. I am n9t one of the 
hon. me m her's school children, and I am not 
going to answer the hon. members question in 
any other way than I have answered it. 

11r. ToL11lE: You have not answered it all. 
Mr. BARXES: I am content to say that 

I did answer it. The Treasurer practically 
admits-in fact, he does admit it-and it is the 
first time he has ever admitted it-that the con­
dition of thin go in Queensland was largely due 
to the altered seasons. I remember going on 
one occasion with a deputation to the Premier, 
and he made a very signifi<'ant remark. There 
is no doubt that office makes " wonderful 
difference in men, and apparently it has made a 
wonderful difference in the personality of the 
Premier. Members sitting on this side have 
been abused-they were abused when they sat on 
the Treasury benches-but now at last the Trea­
surer admits that the big alteration in the affairs 
of the country is a result of the good seasons, and 
I want to show how that alteration has arisen. 
It will, I think, be admitted that the increased 
Teceipts from the railways have been an impor­
tant factor in bringing about a surplus. I need 
not refer to that more p::trticularly, as the hon. 
member for Bulloo pointed out clearly last night 
that the revenue last year was largely in exce~s 
of the revenue from our railways for some pre­
Yious yAar''· Then look at the tremendous in­
crease there was in the production of sugar. In 
190fl the quantity of sugar produced was 152,512 
tons, as compared with 91,828 tons in 1903. The 
quantity of bntter producerl in 1!}05 was 
20,:H9,!J76lb., as agaimt 7,717,325 lb. in 1903-
an increase of 13,000,000 lb. The increased pro­
duction of onr industries was largely instru­
mental in bringing about the improved con­
dition in our finances. I do not think any man 
in the House will deny the statement that our 
dairying industry conld not have reached such 
proportions unless ~ood seasons had prevailed. 
But I want to be perfectly frank in my 
criticism, and, though the :i\Iinister for A~ricul­
ture and I differ on some political matters very 
much, I say now, as I have said before, that he 
has been exceedingly energetic, aud has not 
spared himself, in the administration of his de­
partment. (Hear, hear !) It wr,uld be unfair 
Dn the part of any man sitting on this side of the 
House not to admit that fact. I do not believe 
in sitting on a rail, and wbile I make that frank 
admission I still differ from the Minister very 
widely on some matters political, and I do not 
think we should be the worse friends for that. 

Mr. FORSY'l'H: Have you always differed? 
Mr. BARNES: Jllly friend, the hon. member 

for Carpentaria, simply wants to draw me­
{laughter)-but I have nothing further to say on 
that subject. Again, in 1903 we produced 
24,997,076 lb. of wool, while in 1905 the quantity 

[Mr.·Barnes. 

produced was 53,072,727 lb. What does that 
represent, even in connection with railway 
freights alone? The hon. member for Bulloo 
and other hon. members will tell you that if 
there is one thing more than another that the 
Rail way Department likes to carry it is wool, 
because it pays ever so much better than 
agricultural produce. The freights are most 
satisfactory, and in many cases the wool has to 
be carried a great distance, which is all in favour 
of the department. Then look at the increase in 
the number of sheep. In 1903 the number was 
8,329,044, and in 1905 it ran up to 12,535,231, 
and so on through all the items mentioned in 
the table given in the Financial Statement. 
These facts all go to show that the altered con­
dition of things is largely due to good seasons, 
and not altogether to the administration. 

}!r. TounE : You must allow something for 
the energy of the people. 

}!r. BAR"NES : Tbe energy of the people on 
the Downs is indicated by the energy of the hon. 
member for Drayton ancl Toowoomba, as in­
stancer1 the other day by the interest he took in 
a neighbouring electorate for the good of his 
own. I want now to refer to another matter, 
and therein I differ from the hon. member for 
Enoggera, and that is that, notwithstanding the 
good seasons in 1904, there was a drop in the 
population, and in 1\JO.'i there was only a very 
small gain. I do not think the hon. member 
for Enoggera put his finger on the spot when he 
said that we were going to advertise the State. 
Has not the State been advertised largely 
through the Federal Parliament, in a way which 
has been most clisastrous, not only to this State, 
bnt to other portions of the Commonwealth. 

:\lr. FoR~YTH : They are stonewalling there 
now. 

::\fr. BARXES : I am convinced that no stone­
wall there now can do so much harm to Australia 
as some of the early Acts of the Federal Parlia­
ment, more particularly in connection with 
immigration. Is it any wonder, when they 
blazed forth to the world that the Common­
wealth did not want population, that there 
should be no increase in our numbers? It seems 
to me a wonder that people come here at all, 
because for a time at least--

l\Ir. LESINA: \V here did you get your figures? 
Mr. BARNES: Certainly not from the hvn. 

member from Clermont. Perhaps I shall have 
the pleasure of appropriating at a later period 
some of th0 hon. member's figures and state­
ments. The real reason why there has not been 
a due increase in the population of Australia was 
the attitude of the }federal Government towards 
immigration from the old world. At the same 
time I quite agree with advertising the State. I 
believe that the proper course is being taken, 
provided the money is spent wisely and well. I 
dn not think we can go very far astray in spending 
£3,000 in advertising Queensland. There has 
been too much of the talking down of Australia, 
and what we want is to talk it up, and make 
people feel that we believe in Australia our­
selves. (Hear, hear !) There is another thing I 
wish to say-and I s"y it advisedly, and I hope 
the hon. gentleman in charge of the Government 
just now will open his ears to it--and that is that 
we want to leave alone legislation which will 
have a disturbing influence on the community. 

1Ir. LES!NA: Leave out the referendum on 
Bible reading in State schools. (Laughter.) 

:Ylr. BARNES: I am going to deal with that 
at the proper time. \V e should not deal with 
any matters which will exercise a disturbing 
influence on the community, and I say no Go­
vernment have done so much to disturb, capital 
if you will, as the Government who are now 
occupying the Treasury benches. Reference is 
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made in the Statement to the milways. I will 
read the reference to which I wish to refer, on 
page 4-

It might he well to note how the economy in railway 
management combined with the growing revenue has 
improvej the net returns from our railwaYS. . . . . 
It is pleasing to note so marked and rapid an improve­
nwnt ; and a few years more of such progress will make 
our railways directly profitable~ and may enable us to 
lower fare.s and freigl1ts to the advantage of our pro­
ducers without imposing tresh burdens on the general 
taxpayer. 

Xow, I desire to repeat here what I said last 
year, and I believe I am perfectly within 
the truth when I say that the Government have 
been starving the railways, and that is borne out 
by the attitude which has recently been adopted 
by the Secretary for Railways-and I commend 
him for taking the action he took-in connection 
with the building uf new engines. i:lome hon. 
members on the op, osite side laugh at that state­
ment. I noticed the other morning at Roma 
street a line of trucks coming into the market shed 
on one side, and although it is the practice for 
mdinary produce to be unloaded by thoee tu 
whmn ili is consigned, yet on this occasion a 
gang of eight men were employed to do the 
'vork. 

The SECRETARY POR RAILWAYS: There is 
rather heavy traffic just now. 

Mr. BAR;'{ES: I am sure that is the explan­
ation, and it only proves my point th:1t the 
economy of the department has led to the 
starving of the railways. I venture to eav, as a 
man who knows something about the working of 
the railways, that before the "ugar season is over 
.the department will be in a complete hole, and 
we shall have complaints on all hands. \Ve 
shall possibly have to pay the piper, as we have 
had to do on former occasions, by spending a lot 
of money, and making up for what should have 
been done in the ordinary course. Take my 
own electorate. Look at the stations along the 
line. They are "'disgrace to the Government. 

Mr. KEoGH : Paint. 
::\Ir. BARNES: Xo, want of paint. 
Mr. KERR: \Vhat about the places that have 

no stations? 
Mr. BARNES : That is a senseless inter­

jectiOn, because if the hon. member had a house 
and found it going to ruin for want of a coat of 
prtint, would he say: "\Vhat about the other 
·fellow who has no house?" I do not think he 
would. I say all this is false economy, and that 
the stations should be kept properly painted and 
repaired. It is the worst possible advertisement 
for the State, because when strangers travel on 
our lines, and find them in this condition, they 
will say : " N ev~_r more this way." 

Mr. P .• J. LEAHY: \Vhat about the freight•? 
Mr. BARNES: One would be afraid to sav 

much about th>tt, because not long ago, at a 
deputation which waited on the Secretary for 
Rail ways, a threat was made by the hon. gentle­
man about taking up the rails. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: He was only speaking 
·nguratively. 

Mr. BARNES: I cert:tinly understood him to 
·be serious. 

The SECRETARY POR RAILWAYS : I said it 
amounted to a question which was the best 
policy, to continne the loss or remove the rails. 

Mr. BAHNES : I am prepared to accept the 
hon. gentleman's statement, 'but my impression 
was that he suggested taking up the rails. 
Probably the bon. member for Barcoo would do 
that if he were Secretary for Rail ways. I would 
like very much if the Secretary for Railways 
would think over a suggestion I want to make to 
him in connection with the Cleveland line. It 
has been said that it does not pay. I want to 
;point out that I do not think that line gets a 

chance to pay; in other words, I do not think 
the method of financing and charging the debits 
is fair to that line. Some few weeks ago I asked 
the hon. gentleman this question in regard to 
that-

1. 17\. .. hat was the cost, including land resnmptions, uf 
that section of the railwav line from :J.Ielbourne-street 
Railway Htation to beyon.d Park road where it junc~ 
tioned with the then line ft•om "\Voolloongabba? 

2. How much of the total cost was debited to the 
Cleveland RailWay line account? 

3. How much was debited to lines other than the 
Cleveland line, and, if split up into different amounts to 
other lines, how much to each line? 

And his reply was-
1. £343,:>30 16s. 5d. 
2. £60.750 16s. 4d. 
:3. £182.580 Os. ld. was debited against tlle line from 

South Brisbane to f'nuthport !including Yeerongpilly to 
Corinda, and Boggo Junction to 1'roolloongablJa). 

I say the amount debited to the Cleveland line 
is not by any mer.ns fair. It i" known to hon. 
gentlemen that the line from :Melbourne street 
not only goes to South port, bnt to Beaudegert. 
Between Melbourne street and Park road is the 
place where the heaviest expeuditure took place. 
Then there is the line from Ern est ,Junction to 

the Tweed. Surely in all fairness, 
[8 p.m.] whatever the originalce>st wao, there 

should be a redistribution of the 
amount. Is it fair that the Beaudesert portion 
should not bear some part of that expense"? It is 
very evident that the Cleveland line has not had 
a fair deal in connection wiLh this expenditure; 
and I appeal to the Minister, as a sensible 
man, to look into this matter, and see if it is not 
a fair thing to debit the Tweed line aud the 
Beaudesert line with a portion of it. I would also 
draw the hou. gentleman's attention to the case 
of the women in charge of some of the gateR on 
the Cleveland line. f know women with families 
who are in charge of those gates and getting the 
miserable pittance of 10s. a week. 

.Mr. GRAKT: Are not their husbanlls employed 
as lengthsmen ? 

Mr. BARNES: In some cases. But I have 
in my mind's eye the case of a woman who is a 
widow with several children. She is receiving 
10s. a week. I say it is not fair, and I appeal to 
bon. members opposite if I am not right in say­
ing that something should be done in a case of 
that kind. 

Mr. CowAP: She wants a better job. 

Mr. BARXES : No, she does not. She wants 
a place where she eau live. This woman has 
never spoken to me once on the subject. 'I'he 
information I have got has come from outside 
sources. I want now to refer to the overland 
traffic. I noticed in this warning's C'ow·ier a 
reference to a statement in t.hfl report of the 
Commissioner for Railwavs that there had been 
a splendid improvement ;·n the overland traffic. 
We are all pleased to know that. I want to 
take this particular occasion of saying that, while 
we are all glad to know that there has been a 
great improvement, some better provision should 
be made for second-cla"" passengers. The provi­
sion made for second ·class passengers on the 
Southern and ·western Railway to the border, 
though better than it was, is not sufficiently 
good. I have seen women put into carriages 
where there were no lavatories, and alto­
gether the business has been a disgrace. 
H may be a misfortune not to be able to 
travel nrst·class, but it is a misfortune shared 
by the bulk of our population, and they should 
certainly be better treated than they are. In 
the interests of the country, and the impressions 
that are created on people coming into Qaeens­
land, there should be an improvement in this 
particular direction; and I hope the Minister 

Mr. Barnes.] 
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will at once take it in hand. I want now to 
say a few words on the question of expenditure, 
and ag"in I am sorry the Minister for Lands is 
nut here. I said the other night-and he took 
great exception to it-that the bulk of the 
expenditure had been in Ministerial constituen­
cies. The hon. member for Clermont, in an 
article in the Worke1-, figured out how and where 
the money had been Rpent. It is very evident 
that unless members of Parliament have the 
proper brand-and the Premier on one occa­
sion said, " \Vhy don't you retnrn members of 
that brand "-it is very evident that unless 
members have proper brands they will have 
very little chance of getting public money 
expended in their constituencies. \Vith regard 
to incre:.ses to civil servants on the Estimates, 
let me say I do not object to a man with a big 
salary getting an increase-probably he is worthy 
of it. But when we remember that this Govern­
ment is supported by a party who are supposed 
to be dead against any man getting above a 
certain sutn--

:Mr. CowAP : \Vbo said that? 
Mr. BARN'ES: The hon. member will have 

an opportunity of speaking afterwards. It has 
been freqnently said by members of the Labour 
party that it was not a fair thing to raise a man's 
salary above £500 or £600. \V e find such salaries 
have been r:.ised, bnt I do regret very much that 
there are some people in the service to-day, with 
comparatively small salaries, who are not getting 
an increase, although they were recently re­
duced. 

Mr. KERR : There are more £10 rises on these 
Estimates then ever before. 

Mr. BARNES: On some of the Government 
steamer.;-which, by the by, ought to be brought 
under the operation of the early closing Act­
there ar0 men who were retrenched three years 
ago. In the case of one of the steamers men 
who had 6d. a day knocked off their pay have 
not had it put on again. 

Mr. BARBER: That is quite correct. 
Hon. H. PHILP: They have to work on Sun­

days as well. 
Mr. BARN'ES: Surely, if rises are being 

given, men of this description shonld receive 
some consideration ! \Vhat surprises me is that 
it should happen when we have a Labour Govern­
ment in p >wer-a Government that is supposed 
to represent the wnrkers 

:Mr. BA!WER: It is not a Labour Government. 
Mr. BARNES: I shall qualify that, and say 

a Government that is supported by Labour. The 
hone. member for Maryborongh, Mr. JVIitchell, 
blamed the leader of uhe Opposition and 
the hon. member for Bulloo for referring to 
federation in their speeches. Surely they were 
ghown the way by the Treasurer in his Financial 
Statement. 

Mr. MITCHELL : I did not blame them for re­
ferring to it ; I blamed them for referring to it 
in the way they did. 

Mr. BARNES : It ia very evident they did 
not refer to it in a way that the hon. member 
liked. 

Mr. Ma'CHELL : That is quite true. 
Mr. BAR:'IiES : I believe, as the hon. mem­

ber for Bulloo interjected at the time, that the 
hon. member for JVIaryborough is the only man in 
this House who would stick up for federation at 
the present time, ani in that respect he is a very 
brave m·>n. 

Mr. REINHOLD : He is not the only one who 
sticks up for it .. 

Mr. BARNES: The hon. member for Bris­
bane South, Mr. R9inhold, is another who will 
stick up for it. 

Mr. BARBER: Here is another. 

[Mr. Barnes. 

Mr. BARNES: I want to ask the hon. mem­
ber for l\Iaryborough if he really meant to tell us 
that he believes the people of Queensland gene­
' ally are satisfied with federation ? 

Mr. l\IrrcHELr~: Certainly. 
Mr. BARN}~S : Well, I do not think they are. 
HONOURABLE i\IE}IBERS: Hear, hear! 
The SECRE'rARY FOil PunLIC \VonKs: You are 

arain~t federation. 
Mr. BA:kNES: I have always been against 

federation, Ha.s the hon. member gone about 
with his eyes closed? Brisbane is an important 
part of Queensland, and does he not know that 
quite a. number of factories have been closed 
here in consequence of federation? Take the 
boot trade, for instance. I believe I am right 
when I say that federation is responsible for 
driving some of the best firms out of Queensland 
in connection with that trade; and I believe that 
if a poll were taken to-morrow on the question 
of federation--

Mr. MITCHELL : There would be n bigger 
majority. 

Mr. BARNES: No, there would be an over­
whelming majority against it. I believe that, if 
secession could be brought about, there are many 
members in this House who would vote for it. 

Mr. KEOGH: Hear, hear ! Two-thirds ofthem. 
Mr. BARNES: I wish now to refer to dairy­

ing. I notice in the very excellent report issued 
by the Department of Agriculture that there ha, 
been an advance of 16 per cent. in connection 
with the dairying- industry during the past year. 
The report says that the increase is not so large 
as in the previous year, and it very properly 
)Joints out some of the objections there are to 
dairying, included in which is the constant labour 
that is required of families. There ia no doubt 
that the work is exceedingly exactin!!. People are 
always at. it, ancl possibly that may be one of the 
reasons why the increase last year was not as great 
proportionately as in the previnns year. I 
believe that this conntry is going upon the right 
lines in connection with the industry, and that 
the great majority of the fresh stock that are 
coming into the country are gocd stock. One of 
the judges at the last exhibition said to me-and 
I had no reason to doubt him-" The exhibits in 
stock at this exhibition far exceed in qnality 
anything t.hat can be seen in the southern 
States." That statement was deliberately made, 
and l think we are going on the right lines. 
\Vhen we remember that last year the value of 
the output was £435,i:Hi3, it is seen what a great 
asset the industry is to Queenshnd. The 
greatest care should be taken in seeing that the 
quality of the dairy produce that is exported is 
of the very best. I do not think that such a 
thing should be possible as an experience I had 
in connection with my commercial life. I received 
a letter from one of the largest firms in London­
I shall be very pleased to give the name of the 
firm to the Minister if necessary--and they 
wrote to this effect, " \V e are exceedingly 
glad that we did not touch Queensland butter, 
because this year it has been unsatisfactory." 
That was written this year. I think it is quite 
probable that they were led astray, and I think 
that that is so, because the quality of our butter 
has been improving, but I do emphasise the 
importance of seeing that anything we send 
away that is of the very best quality, because 
we know how difficnlt it is, once a thing gets a 
bad name, for it to get rid of it. At a time like 
this everything should be done to encourage 
those engaged in dairying to conserve fodder. 
\Vhen good seasons come round people often 
forget the bad seasom, and the result is that when 
bad seasons follow there are tremendous losses. 
I noticed in the Rockhampton court in connec­
tion with the late exhibition that one gentle­
man had a magnificent display of grasses, and 
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I think we should encourage people-indeed, we 
should urge them-as far as pos,ible to make 
provision, by cutting t;he gras<es which they 
have and making them into hay, because they 
will come in some day in thio country, as we are 
bound to have a dry period again. To the credit 
of the gentleman who showed that splendid ex­
hibit of grasse• from Rockhampton, it furnished 
an object lesson to every man who was engaged 
in the dairying industry, and some provision 
should be made in that direction. I want to put 
in a word to-night for the man wh' introduced 
travelling dairies-WE: are very apt to forget those 
men. I think Mr. Thynne had a good deal to 
do with it. 

Mr. PAGET: It was 1\Ir. Hume Black. 
Mr. BARNES: The late Mr. Hume Black 

was one, and there is no doubt that the'e travel-
1ing dairies Rtarted a revolution in connection 
with dairying. In looking through the report, 
it is pleasing to notice that co-operation is being 
introduced in connection with this industry, 
with ROme little assistance from the Stnte, and 
with very little risk indeed. The advances to 
buttet' factories on :11st December, 1905, was 
£12,3()(1, and there is practically nothing in 
arrear, and certainly that money has been a fac­
tor in a"si~ting this particular industry. I also 
notice that there bas been an advance to the 
cre<>meries to 31st December, 1905, of £1,919 
12s. 2d. There are nineteen cre<>meries in all. 
Thi• shows what can be done by co-operation 
-people pniiing together-and I think it. will 
help tow:trds the development of the State to a 
very much larger extent than many of us think 
to-day. I want to say a word or two about 
exporting. \Ye have done a great deal of 
exporting; we are goirjg to do a great deal n1ore, 
and it seems to me that the lands on the Downs 
more particularly will very largely have to give 
w:ty to iamb-raising, and the \Vestern country 
used for wheat. I believe the time will 
come when the valuable lands on the Downs 
will have to give way to lamb-raising. I am 
dealing more particularly with exporting to the 
old conutry. There is another mattEr which I 
want to bring under the notice of the Minister. 
I can remember when I first came into this 
House how I was laughed at when I made refer­
ence to the export of eggs, as if eggs were some­
thing that should be used at election time, and 
had no other commercial value, hon. members 
forgetting the great value they arA to some 
countries such as Canada and the United States. 
Queensland is suitable for poultry-raising, and I 
believe the quantity of eggs, not only those that 
are going south now, but the quantity that will, 
as a result of the increase of poultry, be available 
for distribution will make it necessarv for the 
:Minister to see, when the Torres Straits steamer 
route is dealt with, that special provision is 
made for the carriage of eggs in cold storage. 
I hope that a line of steamers will run from 
Brisbane vi<( Torres Straits to the old country. 

Mr. LESINA: If you can get the Minister for 
Agriculture to sit on the question you might. 

:Nlr. BARNES : If the hon. member for 
Clermont and the Minister for Agriculture will 
sit down five minutes and allow the House- to 
look at them fraternising, it will be really good 
physic for us. If the two of them sit on the 
eggs, they would soon be hatched. I want to 
impress on the Government the import«nce of 
the lamb-raising. There is no doubt we shall 
have an opportunity in years to come in making 
the rich lands of the back country a more valu­
able asset than they are at present. The hon. 
member for Toowoomb9,, lYlr. 'l'olmie, made 
reference to settling the people on the land, and 
I agree with his argumente. Exception has 
been taken in this House to the repurchasing of 
estates, but I think it has been conclusively 

proved that most of the estates that have been 
purchased-I know somebody will interject 
"·what about Seaforth ?"-but the majority of 
the estates which have been l•m·chased have 
been in the interests of this State. 

Mr. MANN: Not in the interests of the 
farmer. 

Mr. BARNES : Settling the people on the 
land is the must important bu.iness of this State. 
I Vbnture to say that the amounts which have 
been charged for the repurchased estates have 
been in the main reasonable and satisfactory to 
those who bought and in the interests of the 
State. Not only do we want to put them on the 
land under the most favourable conditions, but 
we want to keep them there. The hon. member 
for Toowoornba stated that some land which is 
being set apart for selection in the old country 
is land which is unsuitable. That is a hnll'e 
mistake if the statement is correct. I noticed m 
the British and Australasian, under date 5th 
July, 1906, an advertisement pointing out the 
adv<tntages of coming to C"tueensland, and it says 
that a return of the purchase money may be 
paid, after deducting interest, after live years, 
if they are not sntistied with the land. If we 
get people here on land which is not suit&ble, 
what will be the effect upon the people who 
come? It will simply ruin any scheme we have, 
no matter how well it may be devised, as far as 
getting them here is concerned, if they are not 
put on good land. Better put them on land that 
they can iive upon with Rorne prospect of success 
than on land which is bound tJ be a failure. 
That is the trouble in respect to so'me of the 
settlemento in the past, and we ought to try and 
avoid it now. 

Mr. MANN: That is what the land monopoly 
tax was for. 

Mr. BARNES: The hon. member for Cairns 
seems to have all the wisdom of the House. 
Not only should special provision be made for 
people from the old country, but the people in 
Queensland should have similar provision made 
for them. I am an advocate of immigration, 
but why shonld we not treat our own people as 
liberally as those outside? It is certainly class 
legislation, and legislation which I do not think 
is fair to the residents of Queensland. I want 
to deal now with a very serious matter in con-

nection with the ndministration of 
[8.30 p.m.] the Lands Department. I do not 

know whether the Under Secretary 
is responsible or not, but if any attempt is made 
to interfere with the courts of justice, whether 
by the Under Secretary or by the Minister, then 
a grave wrong is being done to the residents of 
this country. There is a reference in the annual 
report of the Under Secretary for Lands to the 
Land Court, which in my judgment is altogether 
unfair. 

:Mr. KERR: That court wants shaking up. 
Mr. BAR:'•fES: It seems that the hon. mem­

ber for Barcoo thinks that if decisions do not go 
just in the direction which he would like he 
would sweep away judges and everything else in 
order to accomplish his object. Is that Labour 
justice? Is that what we have come to-that 
the Labour party has just to lift up its finger 
and say, "It shall be done," and it will be 
done? I say that when an Under Secretary, 
presumably at the instigation of the Minister, 
makes a statement like this--

Mr. KERR: It is not fair to say that it was at 
the instigation of the :Minister. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: It embodies the views pre­
viously expressed by" the Minister. 

Mr. BARNES : On page 4 of the report of the 
Under Secretary for Lands is the following :­

The rents determined by the Land Court were heavy 
reductions, ranging from 66 per cent. to 18 per cent. 
below those paid for the preceding period. Unde1· such. 
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circumstances, and in view of tbe fact that abandoned 
country in the same district had been relet at rentals 
much higher than the re-determinations, it was felt to 
be a public duty to bring the cases before the Appeal 
Court. The t'esult, however. was the dhmissal of the 
appeal in evcy case, as already stated--

Now I ask hon. members to mark this expres­
Hion, which I say should never have appeared in 
this report-
but under conditions which no one can regard as 
quite satisfactory. 

That is a libel upon the Land Court, and on the 
judge who heard those particular cases. 

Thlr . .T. LEAHY: It is more. It is a scandal. 
J\lr. P .• f. LEAHY: It io an outrage. 
Mr. BARNES : It is a statement that should 

never have been put on paper. 
Mr. J\L~XN : Except 'l'>·utl,. 
::\Ir. BAHXE::J : The hon. gentleman does not 

want the truth. "When anyone tells him the 
truth be cannot see that it is the truth. I say it 
is a s 1rious scandal to have .such a reference in 
that report, and I am surprised at the ::\Iinister 
for Lando allowing a report like that to be sent 
forth to the public. Hon. gentlemen opposite 
may laug-h, but it is a matter of great import11nce 
to the State of (-.lueensland if our judges are to 
be interfered with. 'What next will we have? 
The hon. member for Croydon interjected, but 
I must ao.k him not to forget the fact that a 
judge presided at that court. 

Mr. Mt:RPHY: I merely remarked that a judge 
is not particular about getting on to a police 
magistrate when it suits him. 

JYir. BowMAN: Some of them are very biassed. 
Mr. BARN ES: \V e are not dealing with 

police magistrates now. \Ye have some splendid 
police magistrates, and Mr. Ranking is one of 
them. 

:;\!r. ,J. LEAHY: The judge never made a remark 
about the police magistrate at all. He said he was 
a very able police magistrate. He was referring 
to the members of a board appointed by this 
Government, and not the police magistrate. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order! 
Mr. BARNES: In dealing with that subject, 

I would like to make reference to the fact that 
no provision, so far as I can '"ee, has been made 
for better building accommodation at St. Helena. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. MULOAHY: Do you expect to get there? 
Mr. BARNES: If the hon. member for 

Gympie desires to get there, he may do so. 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! I must ask hon. 

membero not to continue making these interjec­
tions, and I hope the member for Bulimba will 
not be drawn away by them. (Hear, hear !) 

Mr. BARNES : '£he Comptroller of Prisons 
has frequently called attention to the fact that 
the building accommodation down there is 
exceedingly dangerous in case of fire, and gener­
ally unsuitable, and yet no reference is made to 
it. I claim as a representative of men in that 
institution--(laughter). Let me say in answer 
to that laugh that there are some splendid 
people in 1::\t. Helena-wardsmen and others. ltJ 
is really a serious matter, and I hope the Go­
vernment will see that something is done in the 
face of that report. There is another matter to 
which I might refer, and I am sure hon. mem­
bers will agree with me in this. While other 
States make some provision, no provision is 
made in Queensland for dealing with men who 
are constantly addicted to drink-in the way of 
establiohing homes for inebriates. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Yes. 
Mr. BARBER: It is under ·consideration. 
Mr. BARNES : I hope it will soon eventuate 

and that somethin!{ will be done to establish 
homes for those who bave become slaves to strong 
drink. It is a duty that is cast upon us to make 
provision for people of that description. 
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Mr. MANN : \Vhat is the church doing ? 
Mr. BARNES : The hon. gentleman asks me 

what the church is doing in that matter. He 
never goes to church himself. (Laughter.) 
\Vhether a man is an abstainer or not he will 
admit that this is one of the most serious 
problems that confronts the community ; and if 
we can rescue men who have become incapable 
of governing themselves, then we will be doing 
a great thing for the State in making better 
citizens of them. The hon. member for Bowen 
referred to another important matter, and that is 
the question of land setolement. If the Govern­
ment is going to reap any benefit in this respect, 
.settlers should he rtssi,ted as much as possible. 
One of the problems is the difficulty of getting to 
market. If you put people on roads that are 
simply impassable, then you discourage them at 
the very first step. I believe that there is 
a great future not only in the districts referred 
to by hon. members living in Northern con­
stituencie", but, speaking from personal know­
ledge, I know that there is a great future 
for some places, even adjacent to the city, with 
regard to production. There are lands even 
near the city, comparatively SjJeaking-, which 
can be put to such a use as to provide homes 
for the people-homes that will be most satisfac­
tory. I will give a typical case in the electorate 
of the Secretary for Agriculture--I think it is 
in the Brookfields district. A man took up 
some land about twelve months ago, and the 
only. as,istance he got was to take away a little 
undergrowth. He did all the ploughing and all 
the work on the farm, and he was not able to 
bring anything into market until the 1st of 
March. At tte end of last month it was found 
that that man took off that land £235 unaided. 

An HoNOGUABLE J\IE:IIBER: \Vhat wae the area? 
Mr. BARNES: The area under cultivation 

was 15 acres. I have another case in view in 
the electorate of the hon. member for Toombul, 
in which three men last month took from their 
land in the E>gle Farm district £HG worth of 
cabbages, sweet potatoes, and other produce. 

Mr. :MANN: \Vas he a Britisher? 
Mr. BARNES: Yes ; a decidedly better 

Britisber than the hon. member who interjects. 
My reason for mentioning these facts is to show 
that there are possibilities for settling people on 
the land, e,·en near the city, and I think we 
should avail ourselves of every opportunity to 
settle people on the land, be it near or far. I 
think the Treasurer was right in looking upon 
the prospects of the country with a favourable 
eye. No man who believes in his country can do 
otherwise. Conditions have certainly improved, 
and I do not hesitate to say that we have the 
best State in the Common wealth. We should 
be loyal to our own country and talk it up, and if 
we do that I believe the developments in the 
future will be greater than those of the past. 
This is a great country, and we ought to develop 
it. \Ye ought to believe in it more than we do. 
One of the things which, in my judgment, will 
help to make this country, will he to leave it 
alone, so far as some of the legislation which is 
from time to time introduced is concerned. Give 
it a chance on its own. 

Mr. MANN: We will deal with the half-crown 
amendment of yours when you bring it up. 

Mr. BARNES : The hon. member proposed 
to support 2s., but I proposed to raise the 
amount to 3s. fid. Again I repeat that what this 
country needs is a rest from socialistic legislation. 

Mr. LESINA : Give it a rest. 
Mr. BARNES : The hon. member is very 

anxious to get up and speak. I believe that this 
country is capable of very great development, 
and I trust that every member in this House 
will do his best, not only to talk it up, but to 
assist its development in every possible way. 
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Mr. SPENCER (Mamnoa): I join with other 
members in expressing my pleasure at the state 
the country is in at the present time. The 
figures contained in the Financial Statement 
show that it has made considerable progress. 
During the past three years dairy produce has 
increased 30 per cent., the quantity of butter 
produced having risen from 7,000,000 lb. in 
1003 to 20,000,000 lb. in 1905. The increase in 
the number of stock is also very considerable. 
The annual increase in cattle is 9 per cent., and 
in sheep 15 per cent. Those figures are very 
gratifying, and in view of the fact that stock­
misers have to pay income tax on the progeny of 
their stock, I am inclined to think that the 
annual returns are lower than they really should 
be-that the increase in the number of our stock 
is greater than i.·•· represented by the figures 
given by the Treasurer. Another gratifying 
thing in connection with our stock is that 
during the last few years a large number of 
valuable stock have been imported into the 
State, which I am sure will improve the general 
quality of our stock to a large extent. Stock­
raising at the present time is a very remunera­
tive occupation; all the people engaged in it 
are doing very well. I only hope that the prices 
and the seasons will continue good for the next 
few years. If they do, I am sure that ~2ueens­
land will be onp of the best States in Australia 
so far as the number and the quality of her 
stock are concerned. There is one thing I should 
like to impress upon the Minister for Railway•, 
and that is that he should endeavour to grant a 
reduction in fares and freights to the people in 
the \Vestern districts. They are certainly de­
serving of some differential treatment, not only 
in the matter of lower rail way rates, but also in 
the matter of cheaper land. The conditions of 
life in the \V est are not so pleasant as they are 
near the coast. The people there are far away 
from a market, they do not get the regular rain­
fall we get near the coast, and the same variety of 
crops cannot be grown there. In some parts of the 
\Vest the only crop that can be grown is wheat, 
and large areas of land are required for that pur­
pose. \Vhen speaking to the Minister for Lands 
the other day he told me that it was a difficult 
thing to induce people to take up land in the 
\V est, as they preferred to be near the coast. 
The fact is that men realise the many difficulties 
they have to contend with in the \Vest, and I 
think some greater inducement should be offered 
to them to take up land in that part of the 
State. I would suggest to the Minister that he 
should offer land in the Western districts to 
some of those southern groups in 640-acre home­
steads at 2s. 6d. an acre. I believe that land would 
be taken up under those conditions, and we all 
know that if a settler from the south, with his 
family, becomes a wealth producer he is much 
more valuable than 640 acres. (Hear, hear!) \Ve 
wantto attract population here-to settle people 
on the land, and the only way in which we can do 
that is by adopting- somP such course as I have 
just suggested. The homestead selector is of 
very much more value to the State than the 
ordinary agricultural selector who devotes a 
good part of his land to grazing purposes. I 
believe the Minister is prepared to deal very 
liberally with anybody who is prepared to 
take up prickly-pear land, and .I am glad to 
know that, became, unless some of the prickly­
pear lands in the \Vest are taken up and utli­
ised, they wi)l very soon become absolutely 
valueless. There is one thing in connection 
with the Railway Department that I should like 
to bring under the notice of the Minister, and 
that is in connection with the excursion trains 
which are run from the \Vest once a year to 
convey people who desire to make a visit to the 
seaside. In previous years those excursion trains 

have been run at a ·,ery low rate, but for some 
reason that I could never find out the Commis­
sioner declined to allow men to travel at the 
cheaper fares. The cheaper fares were only for 
women and children. I bope the Minister will 
make some alteration in connection with this 
matter during the summer, and allow men to 
avail themselves of the cheaper fares, as well as 
the women. \V e all know that women, especially 
those who may be in a delicate state of health, 
would not think for a moment of coming 
to Brisbane with their children-because they 
are not used to town life-unless they were 
accompanied by their husbands. I hope the 
Secretary for Rail Vi ays this year will at least 
give it a trial and allow the men to have 
the same fares as women have. Another sug­
gestion I made last year was in connection with 
the public estate irnprovement fund. I spoke 
then about the .Jondaryan land, and said the 
clearing of that land woulrl cost £20 an acre. I 
see now bv the returns that it has cost £20 2s. Sd. 
an acre. "It was unfortunatP that money was 
spent on lands so thickly infested with prickly 
pear. If it had been spent where the prickly 
pear was less dense, a much larger area would 
have been cleared, and it would have been of 
greater service to the country. Then in regard 
to ringbarking, I desire to point out that for 
the private owner there is no better investment 
than ring-barking, and if it p>tys him it would 
pay the G-overnment. The selector finds that to 
clear land where the timber is green costs from 
£2 to £3 an acre, whereas if the timber has been 
ringbarked for two years you can clear it 
for 10s. an acre. It would be a good scheme 
to have a large area ring barked, and I am cer­
tain it would be taken up by selectors who would 
be onlv too plE,ased to pay the cost. 

The"SEORE~'iJJW FOR Pl:BLIO L,,NDS: \Vill you 
suggest a suitaBle area? 

Mr. SPEKCER: I shall be very pleased to 
do so. Land that has been ringbarked for two 
years is much improved: it becomes sweeter, 
and is ready to cultivate straight away. I am 
sorry to see by the Statement that no provision 
has been made for conserving water in the \V est. 
There are large areas of land there that would 
be selected only, unfortunately, there is no water, 
and the cost to the small man of providing it is 
beyond him. If the Government would put 
down artesian bores, wells, or tanks, I am sure 
it would be money well spent, and would 
encourage closer settlement. I should like also 
to refer to the renewal of certain leases, especially 
in my district. There has been a great deal of 
misunderstanding through a number <lf pastoral 
,leases being renewed. I have made inquiries on 
the subject, and I find that it is through no fault 
of the Lands Department. 

The SEORE'rARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I hope 
that will be generally made known. 

Mr. SPENCER: I mention it now so that 
it may be made publicly known. These leases 
were about to expire, and the lessees had the 
right, by giving certain notice, to a renewal 
under certain conditions. That right was given 
under the Act of 1902. \Vhen they made these 
applications the assessor went on to the land and 
merely placed his value on it for grazing purposes. 
He put it at so much per mile, and had not to 
report whether it was required for close settle­
ment, or whether it was agricultural or grazing 
land. He valued it for rental purposes. These 
applications then come before the Land Court, 
and the Lands Department have no right to 
appear there. Nobody can object, and the 
Land Court merely gives its decision as to 
whether the land comes under Class I., II., or III. 
Under these different classes there are different 
conditions. Ear instance, under Class II. they get 
a lease of twenty-eight years, and the Minister has 
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power to resume one-fourth at the expiration of 
the old lease. Consequently, the Lands Depart­
ment were not to blame in any way in granting 
these renewals. I hofJe, however, the Minister 
will exercise his right of resumption, becnuse it 
is much better that the land shc,uld be held by 
grazing or agricultural farmers than under 
pastoral leases. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I have 
taken action already. 

Mr. SPE::-JCER: I am very pleased to hear 
it. I hope he will resume the land and have it 
thrown open as ag-ricultural farms or grazing 
farms. \Vith the prices we are getting for wool 
and sheep it will pay handsomely to have srnall 
men <•n 3,000 or 4,000 acres. 

Mr. P .• J. LEA HY : In what district? 
l\Ir. SPENCER: I am talking more particu­

larly of my own district. There is very good 
land there to be resumed. There has also been 
a great deal of misunderstanding with regard to 
the Bindango lands. The leases there also bad 
the right of renewal under the 1902 Act, and the 
Land Court has granted leases under Class II., 
but the Minister has power of resumption. He 
has the right to resume 18 square mik". 

Mr. LESIXA : Some is quite close to the rail­
way. 

Mr. SPEKCER: I know it is. OnP. selector 
wrote to me on the subject, and I advised him 
to apply to the de{Jartment to resume the land, 
and tell them what area be wanted, and where. 
However, I do not think he has taken any 
action. I would also like to imiJress upon the 
Secretary for Railways the neces,ity of remem­
bering- the promise, "r partial promise, made to 
the taxpayers of Queensland that when the 
income from rail ways reached 1l per cent. con­
sideration would be given to the question of a 
reduction in railway fares and freights. I think 
it is most unfair that the trun1< lines which 
reach out into the \Vest, and open up the country, 
should have to bear the cost of those non-paying 
lines, such as the Cleveland line, which has been 
mentioned here to-night, and many others. ·It is 
very bard that the wealth producer in the \Vest 
and near the coast should have to pay the cost of 
these non-paying lines. There is jnst one other 
matter I wish to speak about, and that is the 
report of the Surveyor-GeneraL I do not 
know whether hon. members have read it; 
if not, I should advise them to do so. Really 
it shows a most unsatisfactory state of affairs 
in connection with the Survey Department. 
The work is increasing considerably, and yet the 

staff of surveyors is not increased, 
Ul p.m.] and there is a lot of work in arrears. 

The Surveyor-General says the map 
of Queensland is obsolete, and suggests that an 
entirely new map should be compiled. He also 
st>ttes that there are not sufficient maps for use 
at the lands offices in the country. That is quite 
correct. A little whil<> ago I had occasion to 
send a man to an acting land agent's office in my 
own rlistrict, and he was unable to get a map of 
the district quite close to the place where this 
land agent's office was situated. Far the effi­
cient management of the Lands Department it is 
absolutely necessary that the survey branch 
should be strengthened. There are other things 
the Snrveyor-Ueneral calls attention to. He 
says that in the goldmining areas the depart­
ment has no control over the surveys nor is there 
any record of them in the office; nor have 
they any record of surveys made by private 
individnalsin towns. The Surveyor-General says 
all those things should be brought under his 
notice, and a record of them kept in his office. I 
think it is a very necessary thing, too, and I cer­
tainly hope the Minister will give attention to 
the recommendations made by the Surveyor­
GeneraL In conclusion, I express the regret, 
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with other members, that the Premier is not 
with us. I hope that by 'l'ue<day next he will 
have returned to his place with restored health. 
(Hear, bear !) Queensland cannot afford to lose 
his services. ·whatever political opinions men 
may bold, they all agree that Mr. Kids ton is an 
able man, and that we cannot do without him. 
(Hear, hear !) 

Mr. KEOGH (Rosewood): There are two 
opportunitie< given to hon. members to criticise 
the conduct of the Government-the Address in 
Reply and the debate on the Financial State­
ment, or, as the hon. member for Toombul s<J.ys, 
a countryman of mine called it the "finnanical" 
statement. (Laughter.) I can assure you, Mr. 
,J ackson, that members like myself, who are sup­
posed to be the rag, tag, and bobtail of the party 
-(laugbter)-have their che•ts full of political 
matters, and this is the opportnnity to get rid of 
them. \Ve are a long-suffering people, but our 
backs are up and we are full of fight. That re­
mark of the hon. member for Toombul reminds 
me of a story that I was myself a witness 
of. It occurred at Ipswich. The father of the 
present :Minister for \Vorks was ch~tirman at a 
me8ting addressed by a very respectable gentle­
man who was then candidate, and afterwards 
becQme a member of this House, :tnd a very 
valuable member he was too. It is not necess try 
for me to mention his name. I was the secretary 
of his committee. At that period public buildings 
were not so numerous at Ipswich as they are 
now, and an immir;ration depOt was rEquired; 
immigration was then in its infancy. \Vhen this 
gentleman had finished his speech, he was asked 
by someone in the audience, "If you are re­
turned, will you see that a sum of money is 
placed on the Estimates for an immigr~tion de· 
pot?" He replied, "Yes, I will do all I can to see 
that the 'depott' shall get this money." The 
chairman pulled him by the coat-tail, and 
said "depot, depot." The candidate turned 
round and said, "Duesn't d-e spell 'de,' and 
p-o-t 'pot,' and isn't that' de putt'?'' (Laughter.) 
The audience cheered him, and sent him into the 
House by a large majority. It will be conceded 
that we are not all gifted in being able to ex­
press nnrsel ves with the p:>lished and nice 
language which the :Minister for Lands uses on 
every occasion when he addressAs the House. 
\V e have to some extent missed the flowing 
langu:tge of that bon. gentleman for some time. 
The attraction in a certain place is not so promi­
nent now as it was in the olden time. That 
attraction is not here, but in his own home. 
(Laughter.) It would be advisable that that 
bon. gentleman shonld be our Treasurer in the 
place of that heaven-born gentleman who is not 
here, which I am sorry for. I am pleased to know 
that he can handle plenty of the coin of the realm. 
T wish him joy, and I hope he will always have it. 
Had I been present when the hon. member for 
\Voothakata proposed his motion for the ap­
pointment of a select committee to inquire into 
the working of the railways, no one would have 
been more pleased to assist him than I, knowing 
as I do that the system in many instances is 
rotten to the core. I b is true that a commission 
has been appointed now, but it should have been 
appointed on a broader basis, and should have 
been asked to inquire into the whole service. 
As an instance of what is done, I may mention 
that the Commissioner announces that a certain 
number of. lad porters are required, and the 
applicants are required to lodge 5s. each with 
their applications. I know of m"any instances 
in which it is very difficult for unfortunate 
people to find even that small sum-in some 
cases a widow with several children. Supposing 
there are only five of these lads wanted, the 
unsuccessful applicants do not get back one 
penny of their 5;.-they all go into the revenue. 
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That is a disgraceful state of things, and one 
that should be remedied at once, and I call 
the attention of the Secretary for Rail ways 
to it in the hope that he will see to it that 
this money is handed back. Of course it is 
only right th<tt it should be retained in the 
case of the ~uccessfnl applicants, but it certainly 
should be returned to the others. Then, with 
respect to the increases which it is pr,,posed to 
give to members of the public service, I tind that 
those whose bread is buttered on both sides are 
down for large increases. But look at the men 
who are doing the work! Look at the lengths­
men on our railways-they are not getting one 
penny of an incre::tse. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: Yes they are. 
There is £27,000 down for automatic increases, 
and for snccial "dvances le-;s than £2,000. 

Mr. KEOGH: Of c •urse, that is something; 
but I would point out that these lengtf smen are 
at work from 6 in the morning till 5 or 6 
o'clock in the evening, with only one hour off. 
The hours are decidedly long. \Vhat astoniRbes 
me more than anyLhing else is that nothing is 
done in this matter by this Government, which 
is supposed to be composed mostly of the labour 
element. 

Mr. LB:SINA: Nn. 
:Mr. KEOGH: One of the great planks in 

the platform of that party is an eig-ht· hour day. 
I say that 1 he~e men should not have to work 
more than eight hours a day, or, if they have to 
do so, they should be paid for overtime work. 
It is only right thn\ men who do such hone­
fagging work should he paid for the work they 
perform. Eight hours is quite long enough for 
any n1an to work on a hot summer da.y on those 
metals. In fact, they cannot stand the work for 
very long. 

An HoNOURABLE TIIEMBER : Didn't you vote 
for theE· hPridge Rail way? 

Mr. KEOGf-l: \Vi:.h reference to the Ethe­
ridg- R.titway, I may say that the Bill is quite 
different. t .. the propo"al for the constrnctiun of 
that, railway which was bronght in by my 
leader, the hon. member for 'l'ownsville. This 
proprJsal •·nly gctve the ~ynclicate the right to 
construct the line. There was no talk of giving 
them a guarantee of 2~ per cent. for fifteen 
years, and tlut the Government ,hould buv the 
line at the end of the fifteen yedrs. Then again, 
this line is to be built with 40·lb rail<. The 
hon. member for \Vooth:tkata will bear me out 
when I say that at the end of fifteen years those 
rails will not be worth very much, if there is 
any traffic at all upon the line, and new rails 
will have to be laid. For the fir;t ten years 'it is 
just possible that the line will pay. If it does 
not, of c•,urse the company will get their 21 per 
cent. from the Government. }~ven if the line 
m".kes 5 per cent. or 6 per cent., the Government 
will have to pay the company 2~ per cent., and 
nothing will go into the Treasury. 

JYir. Butmows: How much did the Govern­
ment get f, om t.he Chillagoe Company? 

Hnn. R. PHILP : The Go; ernment get £26,000 
a year on' of them. 

Mr. KEOGH: I do not know anything aboutJ 
that. I know that in connection with this rail­
way that the syndicate get everything and the 
Treasury nothing. I belieYe that the members 
of the syndicate know perfectly well how to work 
the oracle. The price t<l be paid for th9 railway 
will depend upon the earnings during the last 
five ye>trs of the fifteen, and I believe the Go­
vernment will have to pay more even than the 
£400,000. Those are the grounds upon which I 
was opp·•sed to the Bill. 'l'he proposition of the 
hon. member f•w 'l'nwnsville was a much better 
one. The other day I had the honour nf asking 
some questions from the Treasurer, and I must 
confess that I was answered in a very curt 
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and ungentlemanly way. I was told that the 
pulicy of the Gnvernment would be delivered 
in due time. I have waited for two sess;ons 
during which those gentlemen have occupied 
the Treasury benchee, and up to the IJresent 
wh;t !JOlicy have they put before the cnuntry? 
In every instance their policy has been im preg­
nated with lanrl taxation and the ta.xation of 
the people. The J•o!icy which ;bm' adopted 
was the policy of the hon. member for Towns­
ville, and to·day they occupy the Treasnry 
benche3 on the sufferance of the memt1ers on 
this side of the House, who SU!Jported them 
because it was re all} the policy of the leader of 
the Op!Jusition. I must. confess that I did not 
like to support them. I do not see what right 
they have to occupy their pnsitions, because I 
be'ieve they are not fitted to do sn. There is no 
doubt that the Government are kept in their 
place by the votes of ban. members on this side 
of the House. 
~ Mr. LESINA : The eat's out of the bag. 

Mr. KEOG H : I am loyal to my leader, 
though I think that he has erred in keeping the 
present TIIinistry in power when thev have no 
right to be there; bec~nse, as I .have sllown, the 
policy they have enunciated is the policy of the 
leader of the Oppo"ition. 

Mr. BuRROWS: Which you have just been 
denouncing. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KEOGH: I am loyal to my leader, and 
am prepared to vote with him. I do not "rat." 
(Government laughter.) Contrast the attitude 
of mE>mbers on this sidt' .,f the Hunse with thao 
of the occupants of the Treasury benches-place 
them in juxtapnsit.ion one against the other. 
\Vhat was the position of the hon. gentleman 
who filled the Spe,,ker's chair? Did he not come 
down and join me.11 hers who did not show a 
frienctly spirit to our leader on that occ,·sion? 
I think the hon. member for Townsville was 
wrong in giving up the reins of government at 
the time, seeing be had a llla]ority of two, which 
was sufficient to carry on. We have heard it 
stated in this Housr that there waH an hon. gen­
tleman waiting at the telephone to know if the 
br-•ath was out of another hon. gentleman. 

The CHAIRMAN': Order ! I must ask the 
hon. mE·mher to connect his remarks with the 
Fln·•ncial Statement. 

1\ir. KEOGH: I want to show the position 
occupied by tbat gentleman then and that occu­
pied by him now. The position taken up by 
that hon. gentleman I do not think was an 
honourable one. \Ve have the Minister for 
R·1ilways here, and I have much plea,ure in 
informing that hon. gentlPman that ahout ten or 
twelw days previous to his getting the position 
of 1\Iinister he stated that there was not a 
whiter man in Queensland than the Hon. R. 
Philp. What was the fact? At the very time 
he was saying that, I believe, he had a portfolio 
in his pocket. 

The CHATRJ\!Al'[: Order, order! 
Mr. KEOGH: I want to ask whether I am 

in order in makin!:( any allusion to the reduction 
of members, as I was not here yesterday. My 
own opinion on this matter is--and I have held 
it all along-that a re.duction of membPrs ,;hould 
be one of the first things which should take 
place, and that a Bill for the redistribution of 
electorates should also be brought in by this 
Government. I do not believe in a referendum. 
I think this House can deal wit.h that matter, 
the same way as they did in Victoria. If we 
take the hasis in New South \Vales or Victoria 
as our basis of representation, we would not be 
entitled to more than thirty to thirty-three 
m~mbers; butJ this might, perhaps, be too few 
for a growing State like Queensland. As 
far as Victoria is concerned, she is in a 
different position to us. In Victoria all the 
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i:'nds are alien';'ted, but ip Queensland very 
little, comparatiVely speakmg, has been alien­
ated, and it is advisable that we should 
have a larger number than we should have on the 
basis of the. nur>;ber of people, as in New South 
Wales or V1etona. Therefore, I ogree with the 
leader of the Opposition that a curtailment of 
members should take place, and that the present 
administration should take action at once to see 
that it is carried out at the next general election. 
Another matter which has been referred to by 
hon. gentlemen, n.nd I th1nk correctly so is in 
connection with the amount of money th'at has 
beenspentin the different electoratecl. Very little 
money has been spent in those portions of the 
State represented by members on the Opposi­
tion side of the House. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: \Vas any spent in Rose­
wood? 

Mr. KEO~H: Not one penny has been spent 
m my electorate, though r hav.e 

[9.30 p.m.] gleaned from the Minister for 
\Vorks that it is his intention to do 

a l~ttle with regard to putting a courthouse and 
police barracks up there. It is certainly a dis­
grace to any Government to leave things in the 
position they are in to-day. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: Have you any prickly 
pear there ? 

Mr. KEOGH: We have not. There is 
another matter which I would like to refer to. 
I see th';'t there is some extra money placed on 
the Estimates for the m em hers of the Police 
Force, and I must confess that the tactics that 
have b~en adopted by the police lately do not 
meet w1th m:y approval. Say, for instance, that 
my hon. fnend the member for Cairns was 
going out for a walk with his best girl on a Sunday 
evening, and he escorted her home to her hotel. 
I do not think it is at all fair or honourable for 
O:>e of these "men in blne"-(laughter)-to clap 
h~s . eyes at. the keyhol6, or perhaps through a 
slit m tha wmdow, and at once require admittance. 
"\Ve all know that the hon. member for Uairns 
is a t~etotaller,, and perhaps he might be having 
a drmk of gmger- beer or sarsaparilla. How 
would he like it for one of these police to come 
in and, lifting np his glass, say, " Beer"? 
{Lauf;ht'.'r.). ~hat is what happens, and· a 
prosecutwn. IS ISSued aga~nst the hotel-keeper 
for supplymg beer on Sunday. The police 
have been running into public-houses so much 
of late, and become so impregnated with beer 
that they take everything that is in a glas~ 
to ~e beer,_ or so.mething stronger. I have no 
hesttatwn m saymg that such tactic; as these 
were never heard of during the time that Mr. 
Seymour was Commissioner of Police. 

Mr. _P._ J. LEAHY: We have a good man as 
Oummis~Ioner. 

Mr. JZ~OGH: \Ve have a very good man as 
Oomm1sswner, but he was graduated m the 
w~ong school. He was in the Royal Irish Police. 
D1d you e_ver hear anyone say anything in favour 
of an Insh policeman? (Laughter.) I cer­
tainly_ neYer did. The Irish police are not looked 
upon m the same category as the Irish soldiers. 
The red-coats are always thouaht a lot of but 
not the police. Now, I have "a word or t;o to 
say in regard to immigration. 

HoNOt;HABLE Mll:MBERS : Finish about the 
Police Force first. 

Mr. KEOGH: Well, I do not know if their 
tactics lately have been carried out with the 
authority of the Home Secretary or not but 
their tactics are certainly not to anybody's c;edit. 
Mr. ~eym?ur would never let policemen go 
about m pnvate cl<:thes.. I suppose that in the 
ne~r future the pohce w1l~ be allowed to go into 
pnvate houses as well as mto public-houses. In 
Mr. Parry-O~eden's time these sort of things 
were not earned ont. I do not know why it is 
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done now, because it is nothing to the credit of 
the Police Force. I do not think the police should 
be employed in those matters at all. I think 
certain people should be appointed for this parti­
cular work. It is dirty work, and it would not 
be carried out as i~ is to-day under the two 
ex-Commissioners of Police I have mentioned. 

Mr. P. ,J. LEAHY : The police must follow in­
structiuns. 

Mr. KEOGH : Then the instructions are not 
good. \Vith regard to immigration, I certainly 
am in favour of opening the door which has been 
closed by the Con•monwealth Parliament so that 
we can get more people here. I worked hard 
against federation, and I worked hard for 
separation, as I thought we could carry out 
our own affairs better than they are doing 
in the Commonwe~lth Parliament. I am a 
home ruler to the backbone. I believe in 
being allowed to govern ourselves, and not 
allow other people to do it for us. The Com­
monwealth have not done the right thing for 
this State or any of the other States. \Ve 
should induce immigrants of the best class 
to come out to this country. A lot of the 
people who were here with capital have gone 
away, and did not spend their money here. \Ve 
should keep those men here, and induce others 
to come to this country. I do not think that 
we have any right to bold out inducement to the 
men from southern States to come here when 
onr own young men cannot get land. In many 
instances I know young men who are only too 
anxious to get ou the land, but it is given 
to the men from the southern States. Men 
are induced to come here by the land being 
offered on good terms, and I say that those 
terms should be offered to our own ) oung 
men-the sons of the pioneers-the men who 
helped to make this country what it is. Why 
should we allow foreigners-I call them foreigners 
-to pick ont the eyes of the country? It is 
not fair. If our own people are anxious to 
take up the land, and are able to pay for it, they 
should get the preference. I know several 
persons who have sent in applications for land, 
and have been unable to get it simply because it 
was reserved for groups formed in New South 
Wales or Victoria. I contend that the first show 
should in all cases be given to our own people. 
Like other members, I am pleased to see that 
there is a possibility of onr having a surplus 
next year, and if the revenue for the past two 
months may be taken as any criterion of our 
prospects, I think the Treasurer has taken a 
somewhat pessimistic view of the situation, I 
trust that the Minister for Rail ways will 
favot;trably consider the suggestion I have made, 
that m the ca:,e of applicants for employment who 
have passed the examination the fee of 5s. should 
be returned, as in many cases it is very difficult 
for th.ose persons to raise the 5s. I hope also that 
?,e w1ll, see that .the men. who do. the ~eavy 

yacca on the ra1lways w11l get fa1r considera­
tion in giving increases .. If my memory serves 
me correctly, I think the late Premier, the Hon. 
1Ir. j\VIorgan, said that increases would be granted 
to men whose salaries were under £200 p8r 
annum. That is not the case in these Estimates, 
for men ~·ho are in receipt of big salaries are 
down for u10reases. I thmk those officers might 
very well do without the increases, and tbat the 
money might be given to the lower paid servants. 
I shall not say anything further on the present 
occasion, except that anything I can do for the 
advancement of the State I shall do. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRliiAS reported 
progress, and the Committee obtained leave to 
sit again on Tuesday next. 

The House adjourned at twelve minutes to 10 
o'clock. 




