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2154 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Suspension f!f Standmg Orders. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

THURSDAY, 14 DIWEJVJBER, 1005. 

The SPE"IXER (Hon. Sir A. :-i. Cowlev Hcrln ·t) 
took the clujr a,t half-past 3 o)clock. ., ' 

PAPERS. 

. The following paper was laid on the table:­
Copy of n letter from :\Ir. ,John Hamilton in 
connection with the report of I)r. Itoth. ' 

The following paper, laid on the table, \vas 
ordered to be printed :-Regulations under the 
Income 'I'nx Act of 1'!02 '"'d the Income Tax 
Act AmetJdment Act of 1904, 

QU:E~STIOXS. 

AGHEEnJE:-;Ts ILH>E BY Drr. ROTH. 

Mr. LESIXA (C/Ci',,wnt) ailked the Home 
Secretary-

Has he anr ohjeetion to lay on the table of the House 
copies of ngreement~ entun:d "into l)y Or. !~oth, the 
trustees of the Bn81banc :J.in:;;enm. and .Jir. Parr\~ 
Okeden, late Commjssioner of Police;; u 

[Hon. A. H. Bar low. 

The HO:YIE SECRETARY (Hon. P. Airey, 
Flinde1·s) replied-

1\o such ngreements a-re on record. 

bDriGRAN~' ::\lARY O'BRIEN. 

Mr. LESI:i'\ A nsked the Home Secretary, 
without notice--
Doe~ he propose to do anything for the rcllef of the 

d€stitute inmtigrant. :Jlary O'Brien, who uearlv f~Lmtctl 
at the Uoo1· of Parli<unt'1li Hou::;-e to-day thr(lligh sick­
ness and exhau,:.;tion ttuc to insufficient food? 

The HOME SECRETARY replied-
! may iut'onn the lton. member that the Government 

}J(tYC done much t'or the persou named. She i~ l'eceiving 
the indigent allinYancc and other con~iderations. 

PETITION. 

UNE,IPI.OYE!l IX :\IACKAY DISTRICT. 

1\lr. FUDGE (JJI"';kay) presented a petition 
from 27~ residents in the :Ylackay district lJ!'aY· 
ing for the irnmedittte enactment of legi!"'lation to 
assist the unemployed to settle on the land. 

Petition read and received . 

• TOINT Co.:\IMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
mesRage frmn the Lrgislative Council, inviting 
the concurrence of the Ae,embly in a reoolution 
to the effect that the Buildingo, Refreshment­
rooms, and Library Committees should continue. 
their functions during the recess. 

On the motion of the TREASURER, a mes­
sage wa,s ordered to be retnrned to the Legisla· 
tive C\mncil intimating the concurrence of the 
Assembly in their resolution. 

SUSPENSIOJ\" OF STAl'\DH\G ORDERS. 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Kidston, 
Rock/wrnpton) : On behalf of the Premier, I beg 
to mnve-

Tha t. so mucll of the Standing Orde1·s be suspended, 
for the rr:nwindor of this sPs.siou, as w0nld othel'\vise 
preyent the receiving ofre,,olutions from the Committees 
of Snp}ll,Y and 1Va} s and ::\leans on tllC sall1c day on 
which they shall have passed in those committPes. and 
the passing of Bills through all their stnges in one day. 

I am mther surprised that an old and experi­
enced prrrlinrnentarian like the leader· of the 
Opposition shnulrt have rleerned it uecessrlry tu 
have called "Not forrnal" to \V hat is the thual 
and nece,sary procedure at the close of the 
ses~ion. 

HoN. R. PHI LP ('L'm ''S'I.·ille): It is nsual on 
this nwtion for the Premier to inform the House 
wha.t business he intends to proceed with before 
the close of the session. J .. drnit that the Trea­
~urer has not bf'Pn long in his new po:-;ition: but 
I think he slwnld tell us whnt business we hava 
to do bt'fore the ses8ion closf'R, and w}w,t titne 
will be appointed to take divisions on the various 
rnotinm; which have been di~cusHed. An oppor~ 
tnn1ty to take such division has been accurrled 
by all Premiers, and I hope the precent Acting 
Premier wili be no excention to that rule. I 
SU~gPbt tha.t the rrreaSUl'~!' Rhould fix 7 o'dock 
to~1norro"'v night fnr the taking of divisions on 
n1otions introthtced by private Yr1Pn1ber8. It will 
not take rnore than a quarter nf an honr alto­
g-ether, and I havA never knn\~ n this reqnest to 
be refused, [The ATTORNEY·GE:SEHAL: It i.s not 
refneerl.J [The HmJE SECHETARY: You will 
know by nnd by,] It is not sufficient for us to 
know by a11d by. \;Ve ought to know now, so that 
hem. memhf_.r~ n1ay arrang-e to be present. I think 
the TrBa>urer rnight also tell ns what bnsiness 
the Government intend doing. There is a 
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motion on the pap."r for the approval of the plans 
of a railwr.y frcnn Longreach to Stonehenge. 
[Mr. KERR: The Prmniet· tolrl you be was not 
going on with that motion.] 'rhis is the time for 
such a statement to be tmtde. 

The TREASUR1<:R, in rep;y, said: I think 
the leader of the Opposition knowb quite well 
that the Premier i' too ill to be here. I was 
therefore not ah1e to g,-t instructions frnm hiu1 
iu regard to the m:~tterl'i which have be-An nlAn­
tioned. I will find ont the wi8h of the Premier 
in regard to tho,~e mattel';:;, :u1d stab~ it to the 
Houtie when lA e meet to-uwrTtnv. [Hon. R. 
PHILP: There will not be time tu-morrow.j 
There will be plenty of 'ime. Thi.' House has 
always time to do its business. \Vith regard to 
Governrnent lmsiue"-c;;:, I do not. think there is 
any serious doubt in the 111ind of the hon. gentle­
man as to what we intend doing. ..._~11 the busi­
nei3s \ve propoRe to snb1nit to the Fionse is on the 
paper, except two iten1s. One of those i.'5 a. short 
Bill relating to the payment of inc<>me tax by 
certain otflcers of State. It i' a Bill of one 
clause, and will not detain the H•mse, I suppose, 
n1ore than a quarter of an hour for all its stages, 
as it is merely deelaratnry. The other matter is 
a motion, of which notice will be given by the 
Secretary for r.Iineo, on behalf ,,f the Pre­
tnier, empowering the GoYernment to rnake an 
ngreement for the construction of the Etheridge 
Railway. Those are the only two matters 'of 
busine" not on the notice paper which the 
Government intend going on with. The busi­
ness on the notice paper speaks for itself. The 
only Bill remaining on the paper is the ~fining 
Act ArtJendment Bill, a rather extensive rne:t­
sure, and that it iA not propos.ed to proC!eed with 
this session. The Premier has alreadv intimated 
that he will not proceed with the r;ropo,;".l for 
the construction of a railw<~y from Longreach to 
Stonehenge. The ordinary financial bnsine'S of 
the se-.·sion will, of cou!se, be curnpleted. I 
hope that hon. members will try to put through 
the remaining Estimates, Supplementary Esti­
mates, and Loan and Supplementary :B;stintates 
before the House rises, ~:;o that we rnay be able 
to get the usnal Appropriation Bill when we 
have finislwd with the'e motions. [Hon. E. 
PHILP: \Vhat abClnt divi<ion,; ?] I will te'l the 
House either to-night when w~ a.re cloo;i;,g, or 
when we meet to-morrow. [Hon. R. PHILP: 
Tell us at 7 o'chck.] I d<J no~ know th,tt I ,;he,ll 
be able to d,, it at 7 o'clock, aucl I think the 
leader of the Opposition should be satisfied with 
the information f have given, under the ciwum­
stauce.s. 

HoN. R. PHILP: \Vith the permi>'sion of 
the Honse, I should like to sav ··' few words. 

The SPJ,:AK~;R: Is it the pleasnre of the 
House th-n the hon. memb<>r be he,ud? 

HoNOl:HADLE ME1113EH8: Hear, hear! 

1-Im:. H. PHILP: Nn one lT:,-rets the illne·-.s 
of the Pn~1nier nJOre than I do, and iL is out of 
no disre.spect t(J him thn,t I a-.:1~ the TreaRnrer 
for this informa.tiun. It hP<.; Lwen u~unl to give 
some little notice as to when divisiun' \vill t:--1ke 
place on Inotion::;; on the busine;s pctper, and if 
the Treamrer will ', y that he will tak,, those 
diviRion~-; at 7 o'clock to-t11<11Tnw mernb t:5 will bP­
present for that pnrpose. \V "re all as tire<! of 
the Ression ns the l:ou. gentlt·lnail, <Jnd there will 
be no O}JJ;nsition on this side of the House to 
closing to-n1t~rrow ni}. ht. 

}lr. LE SIX A ( Cfc,·nwnt) : The leader of thP 
Opposition i.~ to b~ congratulated on having 
secured \vhat little. information he has from the 
~.!\c~ing Prtillier. rrhP hon. gPr{t.leman informed 
us that the J:theridge Rail way Bill- [The 
THEASl:REH: It is only a resolutionJ-and one or 

two other Bil!s wonld be snbmi:ted and passed 
through all their stages in one day. That is a 
thing thac I strongly object to. 'l'he whole of 
the busiut>SP. on the paper in the nan1es of private 
1nen1ber.-, ought. to be wiped off at the close of 
the session, and to do that it will be necessary to 
follow the usun.l practice and pnt each xnotion to 
the House. I hope that etn opportnnit>· will be 
given to do th~t, and that the .._~cting Prf•n1ier 
wi t1 given~ a promise very soon that :::uch OPlJor­
tunity \vill be given. I doubt very n1uch 
whether we ,hall be able to get through all the 
busine~,_, Illf~ntioned by to-nwtTOW night, as there 
are one tH' t\VO discussions to cmne np on the 
Appropria.tion Bill, on ·which \Ve c l,n discuss 
every dw-m.rtruent. If the Treafinrer thinks he 
will get through all those n1atters in tw0nty-four 
hour8 he is very optintistic. 

Question put and passe<l. 

CAIRKS HARBOUR BOARD BILL. 
CoNSIDERA'l'IOX r:s- Cci~Dfi'l'TEE Ol' Coc:s-crr/~ 

AiiiENDMEl'i'fS. 

On amendment in clause ~.line 33-omitting 
"one vote," a,nd in~erting "three votes"-

The THE".'\SURER moYed that the Corn­
lnitteeagree tot he amendment. He thought it \Va:3' 

a blemish on the Bill, but w many 
[4 !J.m.] improvements were cnntained in the 

Bill upon previous Harbour Boards 
Bills that had been passed, that he intended to 
agree to the amendment for the sake of passing 
the Bill. 

Mr. MAKN (C'Ltims) agreed with the Trea­
surer that the amendtrwnt was a blemish, but it 
was no use fighting the Council, and they would 
have to accept it. He hoped next year the 
Local Government Act would be amended. 
About three ye::ns ago, in f'1a.irus, there were 
about fift.y-one votes recorded by persons who 
;vere neither the owners nur occupiers of pro­
perty. Oue ratepayer, upon being asked to 
make a declaration, declared that he lived on 
two proper tiP~ at t lw Sc\Inc tirue. Some persons 
took the opinion of a solicitor ns to whether the 
man could he got at fnr making a false declara­
tion, but it was found that nothing could he 
done. The Act should be amended so that 
people who were neither property-owners nor 
ratepayers should nnt be allowed to vote. 

Ciuestion pnt and passed. 

The re1najnjn~ amend1nents of the Council in 
clausp·,; 14, lG, 21) and the s:chedu1t>, ·were agreed 
to. 

The Hou~e re-.umt>cl. The CHAIRJ\fAX reported 
that the Committee had ag-1 eed to the Council's 
amendme11ts; and the Bill was ordeeed to be 
ret.urlled b,-'\- n1essage ill the usual form. 

WORKERS' COMPEXSATIOK BILL. 
CoNSJDEnNriOl'i IN CmLIIlT'l'EE OF Col:NCIL's 

Ai~IE.\:D}li~N'l'~. 

On amendment omitting clause ll-" Piece~ 
work contraetor s''-

The ATTORi\f<jY-G1·;r-a;RAL (Hon. ,J. W. 
Blair, Ipsn:ich) : lnas1nnch ;~s lho otbt'r House 
had agrePd to the Ak.selublY's a.r11endment in 
new clau~~e 12, u.nd did not jnsist nptnl their 
uther arnenchnents in clan-le lG, he nwvecl that 
the Cmnrnittee do not insi."t upon tbei1· disagre(:·­
ment to the omiOf'inn of clame 11. He •,bould 
prefer tq .':lc~e the Bill go throngh as it left this 
ChambPr, but seeiniY t.hctt the Council had 
deleted the amPudmeJ7t t(l which exceptiun was 
taken, he movtd that nwtion. 

Question put and passEd. 

Hon. J. W. Blair.] 



2156 Land Arts [ASSEMBLY.] Amendment Bill. 

The ATTOHNEY-GEXERAL moved that 
the Chairman le~,,ve t.he chair and rt})'Jrt that the 
Cornn1iltee did not in~i"t u>on their Uisagree­
ment to the onliesion of ulau·e 11. 

Mr. :'\HJ"LCAHY (U,11mpie): Th" am' ndment 
would aflect v; orker:-; iu manv way::-: J f the 
Inineownt>rs Jet out a nnmber uf c0n~r;-;cts 
instead of putting on wtt.ge~ n 811, they would 
esca11e liability altogether, aml there would be 
no protection t11 the rnen. 

The CHAUOIAJ'\: I would remind thB hon. 
m€lnber that the qtH','ot.ion before the Cnnnnittee 
is that l do now le~tve the chair. 

Questwn put and pa;;;ed. 

The House reonmed. The CIBII\1IAK reported 
that the Corr.mittee did not insist upon their 
disagreement to the nmlssion of clatbe 11; and 
the Bill was ordered t<J be returned to the 
Connuil, by n1es~:mge in the usual forru. 

LA::\TD ACTS ANIEKDi\IENT BILL. 

CoxsmERA1'ION rx Col\DIITTllE m· CouNCIL's 

Al\lllND1!EN'l'S. 

. On amendment omitting clause 13-" Pro­
VISIOn for pt->rpetual lea8e selectiun~i ::iimilar to 
agricultural fanns "-

The SECRE'rAHY FOH PUBLIC LANDS: 
The Legislative Council had he noticed in 
their message, receded very ~aterially from 
the pos1bon that they had taken up, and, with 
the exceptwn of two or three amendments 
·which they insisted upon, had given way. H.e 
proposed to mel't them in the sume spirit. 
The Council insi,-tPd on two amendments 
and he deemed it his dutv to ask the Cam: 
mittee to accept the vi<;w of that Cham­
ber on those amendments rather than take 
the other alteruative, the undoubted loss of 
the Bill. He proposed to accept the lesser of 
two ev1ls. Of the two amendments which the 
Council insisted on the first was the omission 
of the clause which proposed to introduce into 
our statutes the system of perpetual leases. 
On th~t question the Council were apparently 
of an ureconmla ble frame of mind, and all he 
could s.ay. was that they would probably find 
that pnnmple> m the land lerislation of Queens­
land at no distant datP. He did not think £or 
a rnornent that it w~s _cY-cr going- to be a popu­
lar form of tenure. He was not at all sure that 
what they ca.lled "peroptual leases" wonld 
really be perpetual leases. J-1e was of opinion 
that them ,,·ould be an agitation to break thoso 
leases. But if there were people in the countrv 
who wished to take up land in that way. he did 
not see "·by they should not be allm; ed to do 
so. They could not allow them to do it 
now, but it would not be many months before 
they would be able to let them do it. The 
other . amendme1_1t i~sisted upon by the 
Council w~s the mcluswn of clause 24, which 
h>:d been .mserted by the Council, and dealt 
w1th grad!ents upon roads. It read-

In the sm'Yeying of ron..d8 throngh Crown lands. a 
gradient of one foot in fourteen- feet. :;;hall 1Je ihe 
maximum ~.r:~~iGnt allow· .t, t ...:cepr. in _any ::,pecial ca88 
where tlw ;\lnnl'ter, afte'· dne . 1s sntif'ti\ cl that 
it is not reasonably practieah!l~ Rl'enre :·m eh a gra-
dient. and certifie<; accordingly. 

All the definite information that he bad ob­
tained in the matter went to show that to 
make the maximum gradient 1 in 14 would 
n;<;an an enormous expense on the local autho­
rities. But the Council seemed to be-if he 
might use the word-perverse on the point. 
There was a redeeminQ· f<>uture in the latter 
part of the clause, which gave the Minister 

[Hon. J. W. Blair. 

discretionary power in special cases. How­
eYer, he did not want to "spoil the ship for 
an 'aporth of ta.r," and he sugge-;ted that both 
amendmzo11ts be agreGd to. He moved that the 
Cornrnittec do not insist on its disag;reenl8nt 
\Y~th the Council's arnendment. on1itting clause 
13. 

1\lr. lL'I.RDACHE was extremely sorry that 
the ~.l"inister \Vas inclined to agree t.o the 
Council's pc~rsistenco in rejecting this new 
forrn of tenure. The Council's objections yvcro 
absolutelv without foundation. Their first ob­
jection _,:as that it would not gi;-c the tenant 
b~curity in his in1provement:;;-t.hat his in1~ 
provEn11cnts vYotdd b{~ taken into account in 
the reappraisement of the rent of the holding. 
That was absolutelv incorrect. In the re­
appraisement of rent "the ;-alue of the holding 
had to be considered irrespectiy-e of improve­
ments altogether. The objection the Council 
raised now was that-

In addition to the reasons already offered by the 
Conneil, the provi:o.ions of t be clan~c arc not sntlicient 
to effectmdly regulate n new Hyste1H of laucl tenure. 

\Yhat new regulations were required? All 
that the clause pmposed to do was to continue 
the same kind of tenure perpetually that 
ahcady existed in agric,mltural farms and other 
holdings. The objections of the Council were 
made either through ignorance of the pro­
visions of the Land Act or blind prejudice 
against this new form of settlement. In almost 
every other State in the Commonwealth there 
\vas a provision in their Land Act-:, for per­
petual ledses. In New Zealand they bad it, 
and, notwithstanding the dissatisfaction of some 
politicians, New Zealand was continuing the 
perpetual leasehold system. In both South 
Australia and Victoria they bad the same 
system, and in New South \Vales, although 
they had not had a perpetual leasehold system 
in name, they had one which was practically 
the :oame. Yet in Queensland they bad the 
Lcgislati;-e Council taking the old conserva­
tive reactionary stand. fMr. KERR: \Ve have 
the most conscn-ativc Council in the Common­
wealth.] The Minister accepted the provision 
approving of that form of tenure at the in­
stancD of a largo pqrty in the Assembly, and 
the Council took upon themselves to throw the 
Bill out. f Government members: Hear, hear!] 
He felt inclined to propose an amendment. 

There was absolutely no argu­
[c1.30 p.m.] rnent against the system at all. 

While be would not blame the 
11Iinister for the action he bad taken, he was 
going io give away the wishes of that Cham­
ber to mc,Pt the desires of the other House. 
The hon. gentleman felt that he did not like 
to lose the Bill for the sake of one or two 
amendments which he would like to see in­
serted, but couid not get them in. He (Mr. 
Rardaore) thought the Council at this late 
stage of the session would incur the odium and 
imhgnation of a largo number of people if, 
after they had done so much work in passing 
the Bill throu,:h, that Chamber rejected it. 
There were certain selectors who wore ex~ 
ceeclingly anxious to take up land under the 
pctp0tual leasing system. He knew so1ne who 
would like to forfeit their present holdings 
and take up land under tho new form of 
tenure. The 1Iinister made a statement that 
he would release the farmers from arrears of 
rent in certain cases if they ga vo up their 
holdings to take up land under the perpetual 
leasing system. If they did not have the per­
petual !ease clause in the Bill, those people 
would not gd that advantage, and it would 
moan ruination to a number of them. On that 
ground alone they ought to insist on the clause 
being sent back to the Council. 
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The SECrETARY FOR FCBLIC LANDS: 
Ile WetS ::lad the hon. memlJer for Leichhardt 
had pcinted out that the :VIinist€r had tried 
to , et tht clause pressed. Ee had been 
attacked from certain quarter when he 
brought in the clause, and it ,,\'as said that he 
was nut ,sincere; but those who had been 
watching his actions must admit that he had 
dune all ho could to get both ChambBrs to 
adopt t.lwcrl clatb<'S. (llear, hear!) The hon. 
rr1ern~X'r for Leichhardt referred to the odiurn 
and indignation which would hB felt by a 
number of people if the lipper House re· 
jectod this Land Bill. Perhaps there would be 
odium and indignation, but that would be 
yery little h)nsolation to those selectors who 
would be depri \'Cd of the advantages \vhich 
the Bill, if pn ,'JPd in its present form, held out 
to tlwm. The hon. member for Leichhardt 
alco said that if the clause W<'l'l' dropped it 
\YOuld preyeut a good rnany selector~ taking 
advantage of the perpetual lcasin.l~· ~:_v::~ten1; 
hut. ··o far a:'l he was able to :·PC, he di.J not 
think that the p€rpetual leasing clause was 
going to be very much of a relief measure 
to those who wen> alreadv on th€ land. There 
might be some Cdse&-a~d he should s€ek for 
those who wished to com€ under that system 
in the Central district-in the electorate of 
the hon. memher. He thought the hon. mem­
ber somewhat ov<>restimated the benefits of 
his proposal, but, in any case, the only disad· 
vantage those who wi"-hcd to come under 1t 
would suffer by the omicsion of th€ clause 
was that for a time their object would be 
postponed. That would be the only incon­
Yenience they would suffer, but if they sent 
the Bili back to the LegislatiYc Council they 
ran the undoubted risk-he might almost say 
certainty--of ha,-ing the Bill lost, and then 
the agricultural farm selectors, the grazing 
farm selectors, the pastoral lessees, and those 
who took up land under prickly pear selec­
tions. , .. ould hayo taken av,ay from tbem tlw 
benefits which this Bill unquestionably con· 
fcrrecl upon them. They would be losing the 
substance and gra:'lping at thE:~ shadow. 

:\lr. :\ll:LCAHY: The Minister told them 
that they should be thankful for small mercies; 
but. if the House was di,-ided, he would vote 
against the rr10tion. 1-Ie recognised that the 
lTifnrd:·ers of that Chan1hcr. 1vho had to go 
before the people and seek tlwir sLdirages, 
~.\·ere not the lawmak-ers at all. Tlw tin1e had 
ncnv arrived vd1en the JJorninee Chamber '''as 
running, the show. _1._nythin.?; that was aLccpt~ 
able tu the lJpper H-ouse was pa.%ed, l -lt auy­
thing th8 _4ssen1lJly 'vishcd to pass the Council 
said, "If you insist on it, you will lose the Bill 
alto _ethcr.n "How long w-ere thf'v going to 
stand that? The tin1c had now arrived ,,-hen 
they shonld n1ako a stancl. They ""-" ,)nld have. 
to meet the Council sooner or later. He noticed 
they could tret syndicate rail \vays through, ..tnd 
ho saw ono 'NRS to bo introduu-~d n-ext da.y. It 
would iK' pas,ed, and it "·\'ould be accepted by 
the Council. 

The CliAIRiiiX:"! : Ordor ! 

i\Ir. :\IULCAHY: lie did not see any valid 
reason ~i,-en by the Council why the clause 
should not bre pas ed. If there was a enction 
-,, lw wished to ha·.'o the perp€tual lc•asehold 
system-and he believed there were--then why 
should they not have it'! The principle was in 
operation in New Zf'aland, and \',or ked very 
well there. It was only wh€n they got the two 
syst€ms of t<"nure working side by, side that the 
people came to see the benefits of the new 
system. He objected to the business of the 

country being run entirely by thB nominee 
CharnU-c-r. 

2\lr. HYLAND (G1Jmpic) regretted that the 
::\linistor did not insist upon the retention of 
this clause. LTh,, SECRETARY FOR PuBMO 
LA"DS: Do you prcfor the clause or the 
Bill.?] He preferred the clause, but he did 
not think they vndd lose the Bill if th~y 
insisted upon retaining the clause. A large 
section of the people wished to see the 
principle of perpetual leasehold included in 
Oltr land lcgi~lation. lt \\as a principle vvhich 
would probably operate more effectively in 
now townships than in connection with agri­
cultural selection, ar<d he hoped the lYiinister 
would stiffen his back and say to the Council 
that thev wanted thio clause retained in the 
Bill. The only argument advanced against 
it was that it contained a new principle, but 
that wa,:.; no Teal argume11t at all, and, as a 
rnatter of fact, it \Vas not new, for the Land 
Act of 1884 was built, on that principle. \Yith 
regard to the statement made in the Press, 
and by those who were opposed to the clause, 
that they would not get people to put im­
prO\-ements on leased land, that statement 
was opposed to f-;xperience, because n1any of 
the largest. buildings in London and New 
York wore built on land hold under a twenty­
one years' lease, with the condition that at 
the expiration of the term of the lease land 
and buildings should revert to the owner. He 
should Yote for the retention of the clause. 

:Yir. BuRRO\VS (Char·ters Towers) urged 
that the Committee should insist upon their 
disagroen1ent with the an1enchnent of the 
Council omitting the clause. It had passed 
that Committee on the voices, which showed 
that they were practically unanimous in their 
rJ, sire to embody the principle of perpetual 
leasehold in the Bill. The disagreement to 
It by the other Chamber was in effect a 
declaration that land should onlY be taken 
up_ u1~de.:: the existing systen1s of tenure in 
tlm Stat<e. Ho strongly objected to the 
ch;::tatwn of another pl<lce as to the way in 
,,·mch trwy should prondo for land settle­
ment. \Vhy should this Committee be told 
that they must not attempt to keep the lands 
the property of thl-' State? This pro,-ision 
would afford better facilities for settlement 
than existed at pre3cnt. as men would be 
able under it to hke up land at less ex­
pcnsP, and to devote the small means at their 
command to the development of their ho!d­
Im;s. He should vote against the motion of 
the :\1inister. 

. ~.!r. HA\VTHOR:\' (Fnoggua): The ques­
tion no\-v \vas not whether it was desirable to 
have perpetual leaseholds, but whether they 
wore I':·epared to l?se the Dill. In his opinion 
the Illll was too Important for thorn to risk 
losing it, as it contained Y~luabJe provisions 
for promoting oettlenwnt and for attracting 
pr'oplc from other countries to Queensland. 
It \ ould be a calamity to lose the Bill, which 
he sincu-ely belio,-ed they would do if thev 
insisted upon the retention of the clause, and 
he should support the Minister in his proposal 
not to insist upon their disagreement to the 
Council's amendment. 

::\lr. HAl\1ILTON (Grcgory): One of the 
chief rf'asons why he appneciated this Bill was 
th"t it contained the principle of perpetual 
leasehold, and aithough there were many pro­
Yioions in the Bill which he should not like to 
,eo lost, one of which was inserted at his sug­
gestion, still, he would sooner lose the Bill 
than lose the principle involved in the clause 
under consideration. The principle of per­
petual leasehold had worked well in New Zea-

Mr. Hamilton.] 
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land, and aithough lately there had been a 
little movement there agaiust the system, still 
the majority of the people of that colony were 
in faYour o£ it. If the Bill were lost through 
their insisting on the retention of the clause, 
then let those who threw out the clause take 
the blame for the loss of the measure. He 
dici not think they should back down to the 
G ppor Homo on m· cry occasion. They had 
backed dowu ntorc this :-:;ession than they 
:·ihould haYo done, and it \vas high tirnc that 
members of the Assembly assorted therm-Jives. 
T,ney were responsible to the electors, and 
the members of the other place were respon­
sible to no one. He really could not under­
shmd why members in another place objected 
to perpetual leases, because they held their 
seats on perpetual leases. lf the question went 
io a di ,-ision ho should certainly vote for the 
retention of the clause. 

1\ir. MlTCHELL (Jiaryl;orough) thought it 
was high time they took a stand in this matter. 
rrhe cla.uso vv·as a very nloderate one, and 
could do no harm to anvone who held land at the 
present time. Those members of the Assembly 
who opposed the clause said it would never be 
taken adyantag-e of. \Yhy, then. cbd thPy ob­
ject to it! If the Minister would take the 
advice of members sitting on that side of the 
House, and refuse to agree to the omission of 
the clause, he thought there would be no 
doubt as to the result. Should it so happen 
that members in another place persisted in 
opposing moderate legislation like this, they 
would find before very long that they would 
have to account to the country for their 
action. He was prepared to vote with those 
who desired to retain the clause, and to assist 
in any matter that would compel those in 
another place to accept the legislation passed 
by a large majority of the Assembly, It was 
their duty to accept such legislation, and he 
hoped the Minister would see his way clear 
to indicu,te before the debate closed that he 
was prepared to reject the amendment of the 
Council. He did not think there "as any 
likelihood of the Bill being lost through their 
insisting upon the retention of the clause, as 
members in another place would probably see 
that it would be very unwise on their part 
to cause such a valuable Bill to be thrown 
out. 

:\Ir. LESIJ\iA hoped that, after the expres­
sion of opinion thoy had heard h-om members 
of the Committee, the J\linister would with­
draw his motion that the Committee do not 
insist upon their disagreement with the amend­
ment of the Council. The principle of per­
petual leasehold, although new to ouT letrisla­
hon, would not in any Nay intf rfere with ,exist­
ing forn1s of tenure. The proposed provisions 
would not interfere with the 1·ig·ht of selectors 
and others to take up land under any tenure 
,,,,hich ~xiswd to-day~it was not compulsory, 
but pcrmissiYe. There was no Teason why they 
should not be progres;;ive enough to adopt the 
perpetual leasehold system, particuladv in re­
gard to agricultural selection'- and town and 
suburban lands, and thus afford thrifty workiuf!; 
men throug-hout Queensland an opportunity of 
leasing a block of land from the State. The prin­
ciple of perpetual leasehold was adopted at the 
last Labour convention, and placed i11 their 
programme, and it had been included in the 
Labour programme throug-hout Australia. The 
Council had deliberately refused to accept it 
on t\VO occasions, and no-w it "\vas proposed 
that the Assemblv should weaklv back clown. 

Very' likely the rea:son whv the 
[5 p.m.] principle was opposed by m-lather 

place was because it was adopted 
by the Labour convention. But _that was one 
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of the reasons why it -.hould be insisted upon. 
After all, it was about the only principle that 
the Labour party had succeeded in having in­
serted in the llill, and, though surrounded by 
limitations, they wore pleased to have the prin­
ciple adopted, and could not. cavil over the 
fact that th<,- ?\linister had a discretionary 
power. It had boon inserted in an unobjection­
ablo ,,·ay to prune do un hostility, and, haYing 
·waited OX11ectantly for its pa;)."agc, it was deli­
b,'mtcl:· rejected by the CoLmcil. If the :\iinis­
tcr would uot withdraw his motion, they 
should Yote against it. Let them insist upon 
their undoubtt>d rights and privileges, and lot 
the Cmncil take the 1·esponsibility of their 
actions. The fact that it was a vital principle 
of land occupancy which they had secured after 
many yc:ars of fig-hting· for ought to be suffi­
cient inducement for members of the party to 
in si' t upon it. If the,y Lacked dovvn novv, 
ever:; one. of their privileges \vould be -whittled 
away, and legislation wonld con1e L~ack n1ut.i~ 
hted in 'llCh a woy as to be practically useless 
for the purpo,e intende<L They should take a 
dflfinite Ftand. Already the Land :i\lonopoly 
Tax .Bill had gon0; the \Yorkers' Compensation 
Bill had been int.cerfert>d with in a number of 
vital l'P;Spccts, and more encroachnTont-.; on 
their privileges would follow. Those to blame 
for lh<> rejection of the Bill would be the 
Council, for crably and stupidly standing in 
the way of progrf'ss, They had t-he ball at 
their feet if they liked to kick it, and if they 
did not take advantage of the opportunity now 
it would be lost for ever. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC J,ANDS 
hoped the Committoo would not do anything 
which would endanger its Teputation as an 
assemblag·c of practical men, He heard those 
who recommended the re-jection of the motion 
using such teTms a,'s "progress" and "ad~ 
vancement," and demanding that the other 
place be made to do certain things. If there 
be any members of that Chambeor prepared to 
carry on a warfare with another plaoo-and 
thero might be good grounds in other respect,s 
fOT such hostilities~they could take it from 
him that they would not inflict any damage 
on another place over such a clause a.s that, 
Not the slightest demand had boon made far 
such a provision beyond the limited expressions 
which had reached him, and which he had 
before referred to. He might be permit-we! to 
say that the whip of the party had adopted a 
somewhat new rUle in his attitude towards the 
motion before the Committee. He had not 
rendered that a·csistance which whips generally 
Tendered to their party on such occasions. 
lie would ask the. hon. men1ber £or Gregory 
what demand there wa.s in the GTegory dis­
trict for the perpetual leaving- oystem? He knew 
something- of that country. and any emphatic 
demand for such a principle had c;rtainly not 
come from there. No one in the \Vest of 
Queensland ever made such a demand. There 
might be something in the· demand that the 
principle should be applied to town and subur­
ban lots, and he admitted that he should 
ha,-e felt some little· appreciation of the appli­
cation of the principle to such land as that. 
The hon. member who fathered the clause 
talked about agricultural farms and home­
steads, but it would only be in a limited 
number of ca.ses in which they would get bonri 
firle agricultural farmers or homesteaders to 
take up rountry under such a clause at that, 
In fully ninety-nine cas-es out of a hundred 
the men who took up country wanted to 
acquiTe the heehold. He asked the Com­
mittee whether they were prepare£1 to 
break the at,rricultural farmer and oolector on 
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the wheel of the suburban workman? If that 
wa,s the pcsition taken up; if it was said by 
hon. members that they wanted the clause 
on acconut of wor1onen who dnsircd to lease 
small allotments in the suburbs. then all he 
could say \\as that when the time came they 
would be allle to accomplish that end but 
do not let the principle be eniorced at the 
£xpense of the 1nen who had g"One out to re­
clainl the wildorncss, and -..vho wero the very 
backbone of the country. lle had consulted 
with his collea6·ue in cha.rge of tlu:-) }3iH in 
another place, and \\a:-; a~~ured l>v him that 
·the rejection of the Bill was cert"U.in if they 
"~nsisted upon Tetaining the clause. \V ore they, 
m the face of that, going to deprive the agri­
cultural fm·mcr and homesteader of the un­
doubted conce 'sions contained in the Bill? 
If his n1ot.iou ''ras rejected, a va~t nurnber of 
1nen in the country vdJo hacl been vvaiting 
for the- conce:-.sion coutaiuPd in the BJl ,,·oulcl 
be bitterly di:-;appoiut0d, and hon. 1nernlwr,._, 
would not he one step nearer their goal, 
while the men for whose benefit the Bill was 
introduced would be as far off as ever. Where 
was the practical wisdom of anv such course 
as that recommended by that benevolent 
adviser, the hon. member for Clermont? 
The chief object of some hon. members was 
a purely theoretical one. Thev wanted to 
make use of the Land Bill to get one in at 
.another place. Vh;;h regard to another place 
depend upon it, if this Chamber wanted t,', 
Bmbark on a warfare they would have to 
adopt some other weapon. They would never 
get home on the perpetual lease question, 
because the country would not respond to it. 
He could only say that the Chamber would 
be doing an unwise piece of business if it re­
jected his motion, but if they carried it he 
would undertake, if he was in office when the 
House next met, to bring in a Bill to give 
effect to the prmmple of perpetual leasing. 
[Mr. BoWMAN: What show have you or 
carrying it in another place?] He hoped 
when they mot again, all being well, next 
_vear they would be m a vastly better posi­
twn for carrymg their measures in another 
place than was unfortunately the case now. 
He could only say that, if the Committee 
passed the motion, he gave that undertaking 
that he would bring in a Bill and would cl~ 
all a man could, and the Government would 
do all they could, to put it through. 

Mr. HAMILTON : If the Minister had 
notified the Committc(e that he would intro­
duce the principle next vear it would have 
saved a .lot of discussion.' A~ for the homily 
whwh tne hon. gentleman had delivered to 
him, if he thought because he was Govern­
m~nt_ whip he was going to swallow all his 
prinCiples the hon. gentleman was much mis­
taken. If the Government wanted a whip of 
that sort, they had better look for someone 
else. He was a member of the Labour party, 
~ncl had _never departed from the principle 
InYolved m the clause: but for the sake of 
being Government whip he was not o-oing 
to swallow his principles. He !me; the 
opposition and intrigue which the Govern­
ment had had to fight, and he had done his 
very . best to try and assist them on many 
oc?as!ons, but he was going to stand by the 
prm01plc of perpetual leases bee a use he had 
always believed in it. ' 

Mr. KENNA gave the Minister credit for 
sincerity in the deliverance he had made but 
.it seemed to him that his enthusiasm had led 
him to make a speech which the other House 
would interpret as a challenge to proceed in 

their objection to the clause. The hon. gen­
tleman referred to those who favoured the 
clause as followers of the hon. member 
for Clermont. That sort of argument had 
been used a great deal during the session 
and it was time it was pointed out that who: 
OYer Yotecl for the clause yoted for it because 
it '· a·s included in the I"abour platform. Every 
:;.ncrnber of the party was pledged to vote for 
tho principle of perpetual !cases which was in 
~lw old platform. LlYlr. FORSYTH: It is not.] 
lt ·" ,"~, at all events, in the new platfonn, 
and, although not expressly referred to in the 
old platform, it_ was implied, because if they 
did not Gohm-e m land sales they must believe 
111 lan9 leasing. 1:1_ crisis seen1ed to be ap­
proachmg between the two Houses. It was 
becoming intolerable that twelve or fifteen or 
~ixteen men not elected by the people should 
have the right of veto over lerrislation passed 
by the representatives of th; people. ~An 
honourable rne1nbcr: In :i\ev\ Zealand it is the 
same.] That sort of thing happened there, but 
a remedy was found for it pretty quickly. If 
there was one thing above another he had 
to complam about the present Government, it 
was the suLservlCnt way in which it accepted 
the mutilation of its measures. To his mind 
there ''as a bigger principle than per­
petual leases incorporated in the clause­
tho principle of the right of that Chamber 
to insist upon its legislation. Thev should 
insist ou their rneasures bein2; e8.rried in 
other than the mutilated form i~1 which they 
had been sent back by the Council. It 
was a_ scandal and a drsgrace that the repre­
sentatives of the p<'ople should have wasted so 
much. time in passing legislation, and then 
haYe It ruthlessly hurled aside by sixteen or 
st>venteen persons who had no responsibility 
whatever to the electors. It was time that 
they put a stop to that, and not sit clown quietly 
and abide bv whatever a minoritv in the other 
Cha~bcr d;ctatcd to them. Although he re­
cogmsed the great value of the Bill, there was 
a still greater principle behind it, !'Ild that 
was the pnnciple of reprt>sentative Govern­
m<mt. He would not like to see the country 
depnved of the valuable assistance which it 
was likelv to receive from other parts of the 
Bill, l;ut ·he was not going to allow the repre­
sentatives of that Chamber to be put aside 
when they decided what legislation should be 
passed for the ben-efit of the State. 

:\lr. KERR (flarcoo) was sorrv to see hon. 
members get so heate_d over this matter. They 
,,vere always threaten1nrr \vhat thcv were aoinrr 
to do with the other 'chamber. ·It wa; lik~ 
the cry of " \Y olf ~" and the Council were rret­
tins· accustomed to !t. He heliew'd they 'lL~tJ.t 
to do somethm,q with thP Upper House. He 
belie':ecl the "Cpper l~OLJS? had been taking 
liberties '':Ith the legislatiOn sent from the 
.\~seml~ly. A membe>r who had just spoken 
said, ''ere the_ Government going to sit down 
qmctly under It' \Yhat- was their experien:;e 
of last sess1on 1 The Gm·ernment hdd a 
special session, and sent back lt>_;islation to the 
Council, and it was passt>d . tbrough. Th.3y 
~rere not p;mng to ~~'aln anyth1ng by threaten~ 
mg what they were going t? do \Vith thG l;pper 
House. He believed m domg, and not threat­
emng to do. Proper. action could be take,1, 
ar~d he behe·.-ed that 1t would be taken. The 
Bill that was sent up from the Assembly should 
have been passed bv the Conncil f'xcept per­
haps, with the inc!u"sion of a few 'small a~end­
ments. He could assure the Minist8r that 
there were a good many in the State, and rwt 
merely _those who held grazing farms, who be­
heYed m the perpetual lease system. The 
benefit that was going, to be obtained from that 
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system was not confined to grazing lands, but 
1t would be of great benefit to those who took 
up tm.n and suburban allotments. The Bi.ll 
\Vas going to confer on 111any selectors im­
provenwnts that were wanted very much. He 
was not one who wishBd to back down to the 
Council on any occasion. He thou:::ht that 
son1e consideration should be given to those 
who were going to benefit under the Bill, and 
he believed trmt the :'.Iiuister would have saYBd 
a grr.1t deal of discm·sion if he had announced 
-knowing that the bulk of the Labour party 
were in favour of the perpetual lease system­
that he was prepared to bring in an amending 
Bill next session including the perpetual lease 
system, and send it up to the upper House 
again. rrhat vvould have done away with a 
g-reat deal of the talk which they had had 
that afternoon. Members should look on the 
matter in a cool frame of mind. and not get 
heated and lose their heads. Although there 
y·as a good deal to be said in favour of many 
provisions of the Bill, he was one of those who 
thought it would be better to lose the Bill than 
to have it without the perpetual leasing· clause 
in it. .Aithough he agreed with the JI.IinistBr 
that the abolition of the perpetual lease clause 
was not going· to be. a question that would 
move the people agamst the Upper House, 
there were othDr matters that had taken place 
in the session which were going to move r.he 
people against the upper House. He believed 
the electors of the country would cry out for a 
chanc·e afi·•r what had taken place. [l\lr . .J. 
LE.UIY: They will do that all ri,.ht.] The time 
was not far distant when they would have "' 
change in the 'Gpper House. Fancy a Govern­
ment with the majority that the preocnt Go· 
vernment had got passing measures on the 
voices, and then when they are sent to the 
Upper House that Chamber had-should hE> 
say- the auclacity--

Mr . .J. LEAHY rose to a point of order. 
\Vas the hon. member in order in referring 
to the action of members of the other Cham­
ber-a co-ordinate branch of the Legislature­
as audacitv. [Gm·ernment members: Yes.] 
[Mr. LESINA: I should have said infernal 
audacity.] 

The CHAI~MAN : The hon. "memb'!r ~~ 
not m order m usmg the word audamty 
in reference to mDmbers of the other House. 
It is not parliamentary language. 

Mr. KERR: What he said was, should he 
say "audacity." If that was not parliamen­
tary language, he would say that the Upper 
House had the temerity to-(Laughter. Too 
milcl)-throw out the legislation passed by 
the Assemblv. This quc•;tion was getting to 
become very' acute, and the time was coming 
when some steps would have to be taken. 
The 11inister in charge of the Bill pointed 
out that matte•·s could not go on as they had 
been going for much longer. After the legis­
lation which had been thrown out it made 
them feel that something must be done. [Mr. 
FoRSYTH: Then why do not you do it':l 

He was sorry that he would 
[5.30 p.m.J have to vote against the Minis­

ter's motion, as he thought that 
the perpetual leasing clause should be left 
in the Bill. 

Mr. LESINA protested strongly against 
the statement of the leader of the Labour 
party that he (Mr. Lesina) had not dealt with 
the matter coolly and dispassionately. The 
member for Leichhardt was most dispassion­
ate in his utterances, and so were other 
members, till the Secretary for Public Lands 
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got up and deliberately sought out the mem­
ber for Gregory, tho member for Fortitude· 
Valley, and one or two other members, and 
used language which he should not have 
usr;d towards those hon. gentlemen, and the 
rflsult was that they became heated. vVhat 
ihe member for Barcoo should have done was 
to have culled attention to the intemperate 
and extraordinary language of the Secretarv 
for Public Lands. It was that which caused 
tho whole outLroak 

The CHAIR:iiAN: I do not think the, hon. 
member is in order in finding fanlt with the 
expressions used by the Minister with refer­
ence to other hon. members. 

Mr. LESINA: He agreed with the leader 
of the I,abour party that the perpetual leasing 
clause was not g·oing to be· of so much benefit 
to the a.gricultural and grazing farmer as it 
was to the men who took up the town allot­
ments. Under that system workmen would 
he able to take up leases and make homes 
for themselves. Townships were springing· up 
all oyer the Stat<e. in every direction, and \Yould 
contmue to sprmg up, and the allotments 
which at pr<>sent w<>r<c' beini! sold would be 
leased to '·'Orkmen: the n~nb would come, 
into the Treasury, and as land Yaluos went 
up the Y<mts would be increa.scd th0reby, 
ensuring an amount of money coming into 
the Treasury which would talre the place of 
other taxation. These were the people they 
wanted to assist, and that was why they in­
sisted on the clause remaining in the Bill. 
Hon. members were discussing the matter 
calmly until the Secretary for Public Lands, 
like a red Indian, waved the club of dissolu­
tion over their heads, and told them that if 
they did not pass the amendment the Council 
would get its hair off. It mattered not to 
them what the Council did. They disagTeed 
with the Council's amendment and that wa,; 
sufficient. The Council said, "You shall not 
have it," hut members of the Assembly said, 
"We shall." Then the Minister got up and 
said, "You dare to do it, and out goes the 
Bill." '[The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: 
I never used such an expression.] The hon. 
g-entlema.n sajd it in e-ffect. Let them ta.ke 
the risk of the measure passing the nominees 
of pa.st and gone Go•.'ernments. If they did 
not pass it, then call a special session in 
.Januar,y to deal with it. The Council were 
tired "·ith the hard work they had been doing, 
and the best t!ung would be to tire them 
right out by bringing them back in .January. 

C\Ir. HARDACRE: The 1\Jinister promised 
that he would introduce another Bill next ses­
sion, if this clause v. as not passed; but, to 
show tho hollowness of that promise, if they 
could not get such a provision throu.rh when 
it was accompanic•d by a Yaluable h Bill in 
othe,r re·_yects, what possibility was there of 
p:ettm'l' lt throu"h separately? unless thev 
passed that provision to-day, it seemed that 
it would be many years before they did get 
IL through. If he had the same fear of losing 
the Bill as the Minister, he might refrain from 
insisting on the elause being retained; but he 
1;hought the IYilmster was unduly alarmed. 
undoubtedly the farmers and agriculturists 
would lose a. good deal if the Bill were re­
jected, but so also would the class that the 
members of the Upper House were interested 
in. ?'he Council's interests were with the pas­
torahsts, and they would seriously consider 
thos0 mterests before they rejected the Bil!. 
'rhey had accepted fully half of the Council's 
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am<mdments, and he believed that if the Bill 
were sent back to them they would accept 
this clause. The Minister suggested that the 
Assembly should accept both amendments. He 
thought they might accept ono-and it was an 
important one, too--and the Council should 
accept the other. He knew one member of 
the L<egislative Council was particularly in­
terested in getting the other amendment ac­
cepted, and he might give way on this one. 
That would be a fair compromise. 

l\1r. RYLAND: The reason given by the 
Council for omitting the perpetual leasing 
system was that the provisions of the clause 
were not sufficient to effectually regulate the 
now system of land tenure. But the system 
would be the same as at present existed in 
the case of agricultural farms, and that objec­
tion would therefore not hold water. The 
perpetual lessees of land would get greater 
prot<>ction for their improvements than any 
other landowner, because they could only be 
charged rent on the unimproved value of the 
land. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. member for Leiohhardt pointed out 
that if anotlwr place would not accept the 
principle in conjunction with a Bill which 
contained so manv advantageous pnnmples, 
were the)' likely to accept it in a Bill ?f 
itself? 'l'he answer Lo that was that s1x 
months hence thev would be a great deal 
nearer to a generaJ election than they were 
now, and if they s~nt the Bill up to another 
place and it was reJected agam, It would add 
to the list of accusations, charges, and re­
sponsibilities to be laid at their door. [Mr. 
McLCAHY: They will not bother about that.] 
They would not bother about it, but th0 
Government would bother about it, and if 
on account of the Council's rejection of this 
principle they allowed all the rest of the J?ill 
to go, they were not one step nearer gettmg 
perpetual leases. 

Mr. BOWMAN (Fortitude Valley): The at­
titude of the Secretary for Public Lands was 
verv different to that of one of his col­
leagues in respect to the \Vorkcrs' Compensa­
tion Bill. The Attorney-General distinctly 
told them last week that if a certain pro­
vision was lost in the Council, he would 
sooner lose tho Biil than allow the thing to 
pass. In connection with perpetual leasing, 
he was one who believed in it, not merely 
from a theoretical point of view, as the Secre­
tarv for Public Lands had in.,inuatod, but he 
hacl believed in it for years, ~tnd had achocated 
the principle as sincerely and as earnestly as 
he could. Tho loader of the Opposition had 
stated that he had no objection to the par­
ticular clause in the original Bill. and H10 
House agreed that no harm could come by its 
insertion. The Minister himself had also ad­
mitted that he had received letters from in­
diYiduals who were desirous of taking up 
land on the perpetual lease system, and he 
(Mr. Bowman) wanted to know were they 
simply going to be at the beck and call of 
another place. The principle was desired b)' 
the whole Labour party, and he thought the 
party should hav0 some consideration. Al­
~hough it was not in the old plat.form, it was 
m the new platform, and the Labour party 
had advocated the principle in season and 
out of season. Ho trusted the Minister would 
insist on the inclusion of the principle, and if 
the Brll were thmwn out in another place 
they could pile it on top of some other stuff 
they might have in hand to give them when 
they came back 

1905-6R 

Question--That the Committee do not insist 
on their disagreement with the omission of 
clause 13--put; and the Committee divided:-

AYE::;, 0~. 
llir. 1\irey 31r. Kidston 

Rarnes , J. Lcally 
, llarton , P. J. Lcaby 
, Bell , Lindley 
, Bla 1 r , ]..[acartne.v 
, Bmwhard , ~\Ia11n 
, Bridges " :Jiaxwell 
, Cameron , 0' Brien 

Denham , O'Keeffe 
Ynne~t , htget 

:; l'orsy'th , Panll 
,, Fox ,, Philp 
, Grayson , Plunkett 
, Uargreaves , Rankiu 
, Hawthorn , :.\pCtiCer-

, llcrbertson ,, Studart 
Teller8: Mr. ~,facartney and :J.Ir. Jiaxwell. 

1\~o~<:s, 23. 
3-Ir. Barhcr )Ir. Kerr 

, Howman ,, Land 
, Burrows , Lesina 
, Cowap , ::IIitchdl 
, Dihlr-y , :Jiulcahy 
,, Fudge , -:\1nrpbv 

Grant , Xiebon 
, 1Iam1lton , Payne 
, Hardaere ., Ueinhold 
, .Tones , Rylaud 
, Kenna , Woods 
Tellers: }!r. Bowman and :'\ir. Burrows. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

On new clause 24-

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
moved that the Committee do not insist on 
their disagreement to new clause 24. 

Question put and passed. 
On amendments in clause 42 (now 39)-
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 

moved that the Committee accept the amend­
ment of the Council in lines 12 to 23. The 
Council hac! done that which he had intended 
to do all along, that was, the substitution of 
thl~ \Vord " commissioner" for the word 
"court," and although they had slightly 
altered the procedure, he did not think it 
would impair the clause. 

Question put and passed. 
On clanse 44 (now 41)-

Thc SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Hon. members would see that the Council did 
not insist on the on1ission of the last tvvo para­
g-raphs of subclause (5), but they offered an 
addition to the clause by inserting, after 
the word ·'and," "I£ the Crown tenant has 
failed to satisfy the Commissioner that he has 
observed all the foregoing provisions." Al­
though he preferred the Bill as originally in­
troduced, he did not think it was a serious 
modification. He moved that the Committee 
do not insist on their disagreement to the 
Council's omission of the last two paragraphs 
of subclause (5). clause 44 (now 41), and agree 
to the proposed modification of the new sub­
clause. 

Question put and passed. 

The SECUETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
moved that the Chairman do now leave the 
chair and report the resolutions to the House. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: When he called "Divide" 
on the perpetual lease system, he was under 
the impression that the Chairman had given 
the question in favour of the "Aves." He 
had taken a prominent part in the IT;atter, and 
he thought he was expected to call a division 
if the .-ote went against it, and seeing it was 

Mr. Hardacre.] 
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going against it, he had called "Divide." He 
could only say he deeply regretted that the 
mistake had occurred. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRl\IAN re­
ported that the Committee do not insist on 
their disagreement to the amendments of the 
Council, and agree to the amendments now 
offered by the Council. 

The report was adopt,ed ; and the Bill was 
ordered to be retumcd to the Council, by 
rnessage in the usual forn1. 

RABBIT BOARDS ACTS Ai\lENDJ'\IENT 
BILL. 

MESSAGE FROl\l COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a me<sage from the Council returning thi,s 
Bill without amendment. 

LOCAL AUTHORITIES ACT AMEND­
MENT BILL. 

J'\lESSAGE FROM COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from the Council re­

[7 p.m.] turning this Bill with amend­
ments, in which they requested 

the concurrence of the Assembly. 

Ordered, that the message be taken into 
consideration in committee to-morrow. 

HARBOUR DUES AND HARBOUR 
BOARDS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

MESSAGE FROM COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
a message from the Council returning this 
Bill with amand!mE>nts, ~n which they re­
que,sted the concurrence of the' Assembly. 

Ordered, that the message be taken into 
consideration in committee to-morrow. 

CARELESS USE OF FIREARMS BILL. 
CoKSIDERATION IN CoMMITTEE OF CouNCIL's 

AMEKDMENTS. 

On the motion of 1\Ir. PLUNKETT (Albert), 
the several amendments made by the Council 
in this Bill were agreed to without discus· 
sion. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re­
ported that the Committee had agreed to the 
Council's amendments. 

The report was adopted; and the Bill was 
ordered to be returned to the Council, by mes­
sag-e in the usual form. 

SUPPLY. 

LOAN ESTIMATES. 
BUILDINGS. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
moved that £18,400 be granted for "Buildings." 
He regretted that it was necessary to enlarge 
the hospital for the insane at Goodna. During 
the six years ended December, 1904, the num­
ber of males had increased by 129, and the 
females by 181, or 21 males and 30 females 
per year. There was not sufficient accommo­
dation for the females, and it is intended to 
add an additional story to the two wings of 

[111 r. H ardacre. 

::-lo. 2 ward. 'l'here is a vote of £1,600 for 
hospital buildings which would be expended 
in providing three-fifths of the cost of an 
operating theatre at Toowoornba, and effect­
ing improvements at Rockhampton Hospital. 
'fl1ero is a grant proposed of £300 for the 
\V arwick Technical College, Mr. Gripp, the 
school inspector, having reported that ad­
ditional aocornn1odation was very much 
needed, the teaching being now carried on in 
three separate places-the school of arts, the 
\Varwick \V est State School, and the court­
house. The committee desired to add classes 
in agricLJlturo, agricultural chemistry, men­
suration, bookkeeping, cookery, etc. Not only 
were the students inconvenienced by the teach­
ing being carried on in three separate build­
i•ogs, but the buildings at present occup1ed were 
required for other purposes. The amount of 
£300 was a preliminary g-rant. The commit­
tee had asked for £GOO, but would not expend 
more than £~00 this year, and they would de­
pend upon getting the remainder subsequently. 

Mr. KERR referred to the fact that last 
vear the Ravenswood Hospital committee 
~&ked for a loan to complete their operating 
theatre which they had erected, but could J?.Ot 
get it. and that was one of the thmgs w hwh 
helped to close the hospital. Toowoomba was 
now getting a grant for the same purpose. He 
thought ~ll hospitals should be treated on the 
,;an1e basis. 

.Mr. MANN: Tenders recently called for a 
school building at Atherton exceeded. the es­
timate bY £70. He had recc1ved advwe that 
the conh:act was not properly advertised. In 
what papers was it advertised? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
He assumed tenders were called for and ad­
vertised in the usual papers. 

Mr BOWMAN asked if it was intended to 
make. any additions to the ~iamantina Hos­
pital, which had to rdu~e patients on account 
of want of accommodatwn? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
If a request had been made to the 
department to report on the matter it would 
have been done; but no request was made, 
and there was no provision for additions on 
the Estimates. Hospital committees clearly 
understood that no money was available unless 
voted by Parliament. 

Mr. BOWMAN; Thought the matter of ex­
tending the accommodation at Diamantina 
Hospital should be taken into consideration. 

:JYir. MAG.\.RTXEY endorsed what had 
fallen from the hon. member for Fortitude 
V alley in reference to the need for additional 
accommodation aL Diamantina Hospital. He 
knew of several cases in which admittance had 
to be refused. If the Government undertook 
to provide for that class of patients, they 
should proYide for all. He would like to 
know the mcaDing of the grant to the ·war­
wick Technical College. It seemed to be 
somewhat unusual to make a grant out of loan 
funds to such institutions. which, after all, 
were not Governn1ent assets. 

Mr. GRAYSOK; Was it intended to re­
move the present Allora School buildings to 
a more convenient site? The committee were 
prepared to surrender the site, which was 
worth at least £1.000. and was in the main 
street, provided the buildings were removed 
for them to the school reserve of 5 acres, 
situated 200 or 300 yards from the present 
site. 
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:Jlr. :FORSYTII: \Yith regard to the grant 
~,f £300 to the \Yarwick Technical College, 

they had some discussion last year 
[7.30 p.m.] whe'n they proposed to grant the 

sum of £1,515 to the Lady Lam­
ing-ton Hospital, also out of the loan fund. 
If anythiug wont out of the loan fund they 
should haye an assot for it, but there was 

a"et in the casD of th0 gTaut of £3CO to 
\Yarwick Technical Colleg-e. It was not 

... traig:htforward financing, and he recu1n~ 
nwndcd tho Treasurer not to rnake any n1ore 
errants of that sort from loan fund. [The 
TREAS'CRER: It is a had principle. hut it is 
:tathcr late in tlw day for you to call attention 
to it.] Attention was called to it during the 
di~cu::;sion on the grant to the Lady Lalning­
ton liospital, and son1e ;c,trong lan~)·uage was 
used on that occasion. The money should 
have been taken out of revenue and not out 
of loan fund. lie would like to know if the 
£11.000 sd clo•rn for school buildings wuuld 
Le sufficient! [The SECREL\UY }'OU PccBLIC 
\I'ORKS: Apparently so.] IIe should like to 
kw:_nv how tnany contracts had been entered 
into, and the an1011nt for them; and, if they 
amounted to the total vote, what would the 
:\1inistcr do in the case of fresh applications? 
Last year the Ufvcrnn1Pnt ~pent £2,861 on 
schoul buildings, which was a remarkably small 
sum, am! this year they had £11,000. There 
1-vero numerous applications rnaUe for provi~ 
sional and State schoo!R. [The SECRETAHY 
FOR PT:BLIC \Y ORKS : Alld everv alle of them 
has been responded to.] He wanted to know 
the number of contracts entered into, the 
amount of each. and the margin left for appli-
0ations this year. 

The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIOWORKS: 
The appropriation to 12th December was 
£9.953. This includes schools for which 
t<:mclers were invited and contracts duly 
signed. The local subscriptions amounted to 
£1,863. In reply to the hon. member for 
Cunningham, he would say that it was not 
intended to remove the school at Allora at 
present. 

Question put and passed. 

BRIDGES. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
moYed tha.t £800 be granted for the bridge 
oYer the Condamine River at V\: arwick. The 
an1ount was passed la.st year and 'vas not 
availed of; and was not likely to be availed 
of this year. 

Question put and passed. 

HARBOURS AND RIVERS. 
The TREJ'tSURER moved that £875 be 

;:;rant-ed for the cost of a hand-power derri.ck­
ing crane at the Dry Dock, South Brisbane. 
The other crane was inadequate for the work. 
"\ t the present time they wore• only able to 
lift 10 tons with it, and there was a risk of 
accident. It had been decided to· erect a 
more suitable crane. 

Question put and pa.ssecl. 

WATER SC'PPLY. 

The TREASURER moved that £9,300 be 
granted for "\Vater Supply." The actual 
expenditure on that vote· last year was £4,847.• 
The most formidable item in this year's 
Estimates was £4,000 for the· bore at Bcd­
ourie. They had struck a good supply of 
water ther&---2,500,000 gallons daily-at a depth 
of 1.364 feet. and the cost had only been 
£2,M2. They abandoned the first bore there, 
and only a few months ago they thought it 

likely that thBy would have to abandon this 
one, bEt they agre-ed to g·n on with the \\Of~, 
a.ncl he was exceedingly pleased that they did 
go on, h0cau'e they had got a valuable sup]JiY 
of water. lt. Eromanga the-y were not qmte 
so surceooful. They were getting a daily flow 
of 10,000 ~,aUons, but he was afraid it was not 
too promising-. It was down 2,600 feet and 
they were still working· there. 

HoN. R. PXllLP: \Yew there any bores to 
be put down this year? [The TREASURER; 
Ue could not recall any just now.] There 
ought to he a bore beyond Bedourie on the 
\\'e,tern stock route, a'_. cattle had to pass 
over one dry stage of ,40 miles. 

:\lr. HA:\IIL'l'OX ;;a,o pleased, like the 
Trea3urer, with the water supply struck at 
Becloui-ie. He would have liked the TreasureT 
to say if they got auy water at \rindorah bore. 
The contrads \\ere let for the \'l'indorah and 
Eron1angu bere~ at the sam€ time as the 
Bedourie bore, but when the \Vorks Depart­
lncnt \Yas transferred to the departrncnt over 
which the hem. member for Bulloo presided 
the contract for tlw, Bedouric bore waB can­
c-elled, and that hem. gentlF>man kept on the 
contract for the bore in his own <electorate. 
[:\lr. J. LEAHY: That is not true.) It v, as 
remarka!Jle that the onlv place where a good 
flcnv of \vater \Vas strud{ was tl:o one 'vhich 
the hon. gentleman cancelled. and it was struck 
at a depth of 1,400 feet. Another bore . was 
required where the leacler of the Oppus1twn 
mentioned. so th>Lt stock could tr,wel on 
that long: dry stage. The South Australian 
Government had opened up the ruads nght up 
to the border, and if an additional b~Jl'e was 
put down between Bedourie and Budsville 
they would have water pretty well the whole 
wav down to the South Australian border. 
He" was sorry that Augathella was not to re­
ceiye a bore. An artesian bore had been 
promised for that district for many years, and 
it had not got one yet. The shortness of w~ter 
caused great hardship in the vYestern distncts, 
and· the putting down of bores m that country 
was the only way the Government could ass1st 
the people there by the expenditure of public 
money. There were no roads wanted, and the 
construction of dams or tanks, or, better still, 
the putting down of artesian bores, would not 
only benefit the residents of any district, but 
the travelling public as well. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: There was no doubt that 
artesian bores were very useful, and they 
could sink a great many . bores yet m the 
Yarious districts. He entirely agreed With 
the remarks of the hon. member for Gre­
gory, that bores were absolutely necessary 
in some places to keep the roads open. There 
was a little matter he had brought under the 
notice of the ~,'reasurer in connection with 
one of those bores. He did not blame the 
Treasurer because nothing had been clone, 
because New South \Vales was the owner of 
the bore. At the Hungerford bore they got 
a fair supply o£ sub-artesian water. It came 
within 10 feet of the surface, hut the pres­
sure was not very great, although there was 
a consiclorablo pressure 200 feet down. That 
bore was on the great international highway 
of Australia, and although a great deal had 
been expended in com1oction with clams. the 
country was not suited for the construction of 
dams. The money \Vas thrown a\vay, but, as 
there was a good supply of water at thP 
place he had mentioned, it was very desirable 
that some sort of tank should he put there which 
would not only lwnefit the travelling- public 
but the whole of \V estern Queensland. Hav­
ing struck water within a few feet of the 

ilf r . .J. Leahy.l 
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surface, it was absurd, for the sake of £100 
or oO to allow it to stop there. Ho had 
brought the matter before the Treasurer on 
three or four occasions, and the hon. gentle­
man had stated that he was willing to con­
tribute anv reasonable sum. He would ask 
the Trnsu'rer if anything had been done_ with 
New South \Vales in connection with the 
matter. 

The 'I'REASUltER agreed with the hon. 
member that a bore ought to be put down 
at Hungerford, and he was getting informa­
tion from the \V a tor Supply Department in 
regard to the matter, and he would see what 
could be done. He would be very glad if 
they could get proper use made of the water 
lying there a few feet below the surface. 
[Mr. J. LEAHY: The road is absolutely closed 
at the present time, and the nearest water is 
15 miles away.] He might state that the 
Government had taken action for the purpose 
of facilitating the getting of water where it 
was badly wanted. 'They had three boring 
pla1_1ts constructed for tho purpose of pro­
vidmg water for the selectors in various dis­
tricts. 

Mr. BOWMAN agreed with the hon. mem­
ber for Bulloo with regard to the disabilities 
caused to tho travelling public from Thargo­
mindah right along the New South Wales bor­
der through the want of water. He regretted 
there was no mention made of the Augathella 
bore, h<Jcause, when h<J r<Jpresented th<J \Yar­
reg·o, he knew the disabilities the peopl<l 
laboured undeT there. It was one of th<J loe··t 
districts in Queensland, and the whole trouble 
had been the want of water. 'The nearest water 
was about 13 miles a.,., ay. 'I' he wells put 
down gave out very early, and the Augathella 
bore was one of the most advantag<Jous bores 
that could be put down. Some parts of 
\Vestern Queensland were as bad off for v.·ater 
now as they wer" in the big drought. The 
Auge"thella people had to endure much priva­
tion for the want of good water. and he hoped 
something would be done for them. 

1\Ir. SOl\IERSE'I' (Stanlect) was very glad 
to hear that tl1f> Government intended to ob­
tain throo boring plants, and he wa,s quite 
snre it would pay them to have at least 300 
borin~ plants for the use of the country. 

J\Ir. HAMILTON: Ho knew that the sel­
ectors were willing to pay something towards 
the CJst of putting down bores, but there was 
no machinery by •o.·hich the GoYernment could 
charge for the water. In some cases there was 
no water within 15 or 20 miles. Between 
\Vinton and Ayrshir<J Downs th<J,re was a 
dry stcv." of 40 miles, and sometimes there was 
a distance of 50 or 60 miles between the water. 
There W<Jre a numbe1· of selectors below the 
bores who would be quite willing to pay some­
thing if the Go\ ernrncnt p:..1t dcPTll n bore, 
and allowed the water to run through their 
selections. 

:'llr .• JOKES (JJumctt) would like to impress 
upon the 'I'rE''t.'urm· the necessity of water con­
servation in the Burnett district. In manv 
places selectors had to cart v:ater 8 and ib 
miles. H., had brou< ht the matter under the 
notice of the 'Treasurer, and he had stated that 
there were not sufficient Crown lands available 
to warrant the expenditure. That seem<crl to 
be following out the principle of settling people 
on the land and not giving them any af:sistance 
when thev w<Jre on tlw land. He believed the 
shire coul1cil \,ere willing to con tribute some­
thing to,\-ards the cost, and he knevl the Trea­
surer was anxious to do something in the 
matter. 

[Mr. J. Leahy. 

'The 'I'RE),SURER: He wanted the Com­
mittee to understand that there were few 
thins>s he would Le more willing to advance 
mor{~v towards than for the conservation of 
water~ \Yhcre the people ·were anxious to get 
water, and \Ycre prepared to sh~'v the_ir bona. 
fidt s by paying, they would have httle drfficulty 
with the Government. \Yith r<Jgard to the 
remarks of the hen. member for Burnett, he 
would point out that people ver;y often camEl 
to the (}overnment to f:p-"nd rnoney to gDt a 
supplv of "a tor. but they wnnld not lift a little 
finge; to help themselves. 'The hon. member's 

district was a case in point. The 
[8 p.m.J department had a bore there, and 

some of the selectors in the dis­
trict would not ev~n pru~:ide firovvood for \vork­
in::i it. He laid down the general principle that 
if a district was in need of wat<:>r he would help 
the resid<'nts if they were prepared to help 
thornsclves; the3r could not expect the general 
taxpayer to provide the whole "f the cost of 
providing \vater in every district. 

Mr. HAWTHORN had seen assertions 
made in the newspapers at different times to 
the effect that the supply of water in some 
artesian bores was running out, and he should 
like to know if the Minister had any report 
from the expert of the department as to 
whether there had been anv serious or visible 
diminution of the flow of ,;ater in anv bores. 
and if so, in what bores? • 

The TREASURER replied that so far as he 
could learn, the data on that subject was as 
yet too scanty to enable them to form any 
reliable opinion on the artesian bores all over 
Queensland. Although it was true that in 
some cases there seemed to be a diminution in 
the supply, it would be unwise to make the 
statement that the supply was running out, as 
that sbtement might not be borne out by 
facts. 

Question put and passed. 

LOANS TO LOCAL BODIES. 

The TREASURER moved that £100,000 
be gra nLed for " Loans to Local Bodies" under 
the Local '\Vorks Loans ;\.et of 1880. 'The sum 
of £117,000 was yoted for this purpose last year, 
but he regretted to say that the amount spent 
in advances only totalled £36,150. He hoped 
that the expenditure this year would more 
nearly con·espond with the amount voted. 
[1\Ir. FORSYTH: How much have you pro­
mis<Jclc] About £60,000, but that might not 
all bo made use of by the end of the year. 

Question put and passed. 

LOAKS IN AID OF DEEP 8!:\KING IN MINES. 

The 'TREASURER moved that £2,000 be 
';ranted for •· Lean~ in ..:\id of f)ecp Sinkin,7 i11 

JYlinH." The amount spent last year was 
£..:,818. [:\lr. PAGET: How much was repaid?] 
The hon. member had better not mention re­
payments; he was afraid that most of these 
loans were not very easily distinguishable 
frorn gifts. 

1vlr. MAXvYELL: For two years he had 
been pointing out that it as a fallacy to put 
tlris money on the Estimates, and that they 
could better as.sist the mining industry by 
passing thP Bill he introduced two years ago 
provicltng for advances for mining machinery. 
Under such a measure the Government would 
have better security for advances than they 
had now, and the money would be distributed 
more effectively. He noticed that in New 
Zealand and vV estern Australia money for 
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deep sinking vas voted from revenue, and he 
thought it would be better to vote it from 
TeYcnue m Queensland instead of from loan. 

Question put and passed. 

LOAXS IN AID OF CO-OPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION. 

The THEASURER moved that £3,000 be 
granted for " Loans in Aid of Co-operative 
_\gricultural Pro<lur:tion." There was nothing 
spPnt from this vote last year. 

Quection put and passed. 

RAILWAYS-GENERAL ESTABLISHMENT. 

The 'rREASTJRER moved that £14,479 be 
granted for "Railways-General Establish­
ment." This was nearly £3,000 more than was 
voted last year, and the reason was that there 
had been an inctease of now work on account of 
raihmys proposed necessitating some small in­
crease-s in the staff, and, in some cases, twelve 
months' salary instead of the six months' 
salary put down on last year's Estimates. With 
those exceptions, the vote was very much the 
same as last year. 

Mr. BARNES wished to know if the amount 
set down for rolling-stock was sufficient. [Mr. 
J. LEA.HY: That does not come up on this 
vote.] 

lluestion put and passed. 

CIVlL E~GI~EEB.ING- BRANCH. 

OONRTRcO'l'ION-ScBDIVISION-SOcTHERN 
DIVISION. 

The 'rREASURER moved that £83,000 be 
granted for "Civil Engineering Branch­
Construction-Subdivision." That was a very 
iarge decrease of £M, vOO. 

Mr. WOODS: A few nights ago he made 
a statement that it was possible to save 
£10 000 in a certain branch of the service, 
and' the Secretary for Railways asked him 
where it could be done. He had told the 
hon. member for Bulloo the same thing when 
he was Secretary for Railways, but he said 
the Estimates were cut down to bedrock. He 
had come to the conclusion that it was useless 
to ask for increases in v, ages or automatic 
increases unless he could show where money 
could be saved to pay those amounts. He 
had alm orought up the question of the 
audit by the Auditor-General's staff, which 
was being conducted in the stores branch, 
and pointed out that five railway auditors 
were three days stock-taking at Ipswich. If 
that kind of thing "<1s going on it was time 
tht:: Conunissioner found 1neans of altering it. 
Accordin;< to the Com:missioncr's report, thero 
was a suspense account of £192,000, the in­
terest on \vhich, at 4b.- per cent., amouutod to 
£7,680; and his contention was that where 
the departn1ent ''as buying 1naterial, instead 
of acting as store ~"-OOper for the con tractors 
ctnd taking the whole risk, the contractors 
should be compelled to bo their own store­
keepers, and pay for the handling of the 
goods. He knew of one case in which Thos. 
Brovvn and Sons had a contract for cement, 
u,nd the only handling thev did was from the 
ship's side to the lorry. It was handled and 
stored by servants of the Railway Depart­
ment, and was transferred from the railway 
stores to pri vato buyers. There was loss by 
depreciation in 'alucs of stocks on hand 
through deterioration. This loss, calculated 
on the above value on a 1~ per cent basis, 
would equal £2,880, and on a 2 per cent. 
basis, which was more equitable, it would 

equal £3,810. There was the loss sustained 
on account of "dead stocks"-i.e., stocks not 
movmg into use-con"equently the money 
was lying idle, and deterioration took place 
all the time, with its consequent loss in 
value on that account, as well as on account 
of interest on first cost, which was accruing 
all the time. There was the loss sustained 
on account of '"obsolete stocks "-i.e., 
materials v·hich had been purchased under 
this account and held in stock for such a 
length of time that they became practically 
out of date, and although they might they 
would not be used. Their first cost was prac­
tically lost as well as the interest accruing 
all the time they lay in stock and the subse­
quent price they fetched, if sold, did not 
cover such wasted interest. There was the 
loss sustained on' account of the extra stall' 
and labour necessary to recei1-c, store, and 
handle thcse stocks, estimated at. say, about 
£1,000 pm annum. There was, roughly 
speaking, between £30,000 and £40.000 worth 
of dead and obsolete stock on Queensland 
railways, and of that amount there was, say, 
about £15,000 btanding in stores suspense ac­
count, which meant that interest was being 
paid continuously on that amount and lost. 
He interpreted the Audit Act to give au­
thority for such stocks as railway permanent 
way, rolling-stock fittings, and specialities not 
otherwise easily obtainable locally, to be pur­
chased and charged to a suspense account. If 
this wore done the stocks on hand vmuld not 
c·weod between £80.000 and £100,000, or just 
about one-half of what thev now stood at. 
Hn undm·stood that at the 'same period last 
year they exceed0d over £200.000 in value. 

The CHAIRJ\J:AN: Order ! I would remind 
the hon. gentleman that he should confine his 
remarks to the item before the Committoo'. 

:\Ir. \YOODS: He was reading from notes 
taken from the Commissioner's report. 

The CHAIR~·fAN: I think the hon mem­
ber ehoulcl connect his r<'marks with the items 
under the head of "Civil Engineering 
Jlranch." 

:\Ir. WOODS: He would leave what he had 
to sav until they came to the suspense ac­
cou11t~ 

]\fr. R YLAND roferrwl to the different 
treatment acorded to small a,nd large con­
tractors for sleopers, the small contractors 
being oblic:ed to deliver at the railway stations, 
while the latter could stop the trains and load. 
This made a very big differenoe in the earn­
ings of tlw men. and he thought a concession 
granted to one class should be granted to all. 

The TREASURER: The Commissioner in­
formed him that a charg·e of J.Os. wa,s made for 
stopping the train. which did not pay when 
there was only a small qua.ntity of sleepers to 
load. 1t was merely a question whether it 
was clli.laper to pa.y the cost of stopping the 
train, or take the sleepers to the railway 
station. The matter was in the hands of the 
men themselves. 

i\h. RYLAND : The small ccntractors were 
hanoicapped if thev were not trF ,terl the same 

8R the "large contraetor.-.. These men 
[8"30 p.m.] had a union arnnngst tlwmselw,s 

""lied the Axemen's Union, and 
the.v were prt"pareci to rlPJiv.,r large qu:1ntitie::; 
col1rctively at. Yarious placeF-:, just the san1e a8 the 
large contractors were doing. 

The TREASURER: If the smRll contrRetors 
would operate in that way, and if there were a 

Hon. W. K1:dston.] 
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~ufficient number to j1"tify them being treated 
In the ~ame way as the large Cf1ntrnctor there 
woulrl be no difficulty with the Cummis'i~ner. 

~lr. RYLA;'\}): He h<td to l1ring up another 
gnevance on behalf of the relaying ganK between 
Gymp1e and 1\Iarybnrcmgh. 'rtJey were being 
pmd at the rate of 6s. Gd. per dav, when they 
were entiGled to 7s. a day, \Yhich men \Vere 
getting elsewhere. In addition to suffering- the 
loss of lid_. per day, the men fc·lt thctt they were 
blackleggmg on their mates who were getting 
7s., Rnd they were cutting dm.vn wage~ ; but on 
account of the bad timei3 thev did not like to go 
on strike. The State should" trda t the men the 
sarne aA a private en:ployer. 1_,he pri,. tL~ em­
ployer found th;1t it did not pay to cut down the 
wages, and the State should not do it. 

The 'l'REASURER: 'rhe U•mmissioner in· 
formed hirn that there was no chrmg<~- that the 
usnal \V:'l.,...,es \\Tre paid. [:\!r. RYL'I.Xn: Thry 
are getting nnl? Gs. Gd. a rL-1y.] Staten1ent:, of 
that kind were often made to member» of Par· 
liamPnt, anci !t ""a"' impo~:siblej lvithont knowin-:;­
all the partJCuLu "• to know just wher·e the 
inaccuracie~ WPre. 'The hon. 1nernb~·r cnnld tnke 
the as,urmtce of tlv Chief En~ineer th"t there 
was no difference in the r,ite of \\~ages paid fnr 
that work. 

Mr. HA WTHOH~: ·when the Botirnates f<•r 
the railway workshops at l[J'Wich \Yem going 
thr<Jugh the other night the hon. m ;Ill her for 
R.o~ewoofl endertvoured to cret a pronli~e fr01n 
the Minister for Railways "to discontinue the 
facilities which were granted to a uu1nber of 
ra.ilway employees-about t\ventv-two in all~ 
who were given a free pa~s to <-Ltld from Ipswich 
every day. It cost the Governn1eut nothin()" to 
grant the.se facilities, and it was a rrrea.t ~m­
venience to these men. They \Vere co~1pel1ed to 
go there, as their ofiicpe had been transferred 
from Bri,bane to IpRwich, and they preferred to 
be allowed to live in Brisbane. The J\Jinister 
and Commis"ioner had geanted thern the"e 
facilities for getting up and down. There \VaR 

some desire on the part of the Ipswich people to 
get these facilitiEs takPn away anfl C''1muel these 
officers to live in Ipswich. 'c\n beb t!(of these 
nten be asked the J\Iinister not to n1:1.ke a nrnmise 
of that kind, but allow these h1Bll to continue as 
they bad been doing. 

Question put and passed. 

CENTRAL JHVISlOX. 

The TREASURER mover! tbat £,!,000 he 
grantefl for the "Civil Engineering Branch" in 
the Central division. 

Question put and pe.ssed. 

.XORTHEB.:{ DIVIRION. 

The TH.EASUH.t:ll m"vcd tbat £9,fi00 he 
gra~1ted for the "Civil Engineering Branch)' in 
the )i'urthern division. 

;yrr .• J. LEAHY: ThPre w(ts an ite1n with 
regard to the re.-::1eepering of the Nur:manton 
Railway .vith Mteel tdeeper::. That line was 
rather tUixed, a~ Bome year;.:; ago .:\lr. ~tan1t:)y 
replacerl. snme c..f the wooden ~lt~PperM with steel 
slePper~. He \vould l1ke to know how Lhe ex­
perirrlent had Y.rorked out? 

The TEEASURER: The Commiscioner in· 
forrned hitrJ t!!;~t they "Ye.le still ;::xperin1entin~·, 
anl1 hP was 1,tl.: ll(lt satJ.stiRd as to which was the 
best cJa:S''i nf !:.leF:lJ8r. In son1e caseH the s~(- ~·l 
slt-epers haJ tnrned out um:~~t:sf:wtury, but in 
otber plac85 they were Letter, HO he waR not 
prepan-->d to give a final extJre-.·_.ion of ot-Jinion 
m It. [Mr. :F'onsYTH: \Vltat was the life of a 
sleeper?] [Mt. .J. LEAHY: Fifteen to twenty 
year~-5.] The avt-rage life \Vas fifU~en years. 

fHon. W. Kidston. 

:\Ir. FORSYTH: So far as he coulr! under­
stand, the sleeper' on the Normanton line wr•re 
standing rem;ulmbly well, but some of the old 
wuoden .c;]pepere were not so good. The Xorman­
ton di;-;trict \vas bad for \vhite ants, a.nd if they 
got. into the wooden sleepers t.hP,y would not last 
&.o long .. \Voo:ien sleepP-rs httd been employed 
on thH ~ orr;1ani on 1ine for five or six years, and 
the Comrnissi(Jner should be ahle to arrive at 
some Cilnclu~ion as to whc::.ther the steel sleeper 
\VaR preferalJle to the WCHl(lt-<n :-.]PAper. As tra.ins 
\\'ere aL\ :1ys paR:::in~ np and down, perhaps that 
rn·evtmted wbitrJ ants d(ojng d:::tmage, otherwisE. 
the-e de. v'r., wonld nut st,.nd very long. 

Question put and passed. 

GE:-IERAL R,\ILW.\Y EXl'E~WITCRE. 

The THEASUREI:t moved that .£3G,600 he 
granted for ''Gfmeral Expenditure. )J :For the iufor­
m::ttion of the hon. nwrnbPr for Buiin1ba, he \Va~ 
infonnPd. h'l the Connnis~ioner ttu"~t the amount 
of £30,000 for rr.1ling-stoek, while not too rnuch, 
thev hoperl would be sufficient for this year. 

'\h. HAR:\'ES was very mnch obliged to the 
Trert-;nrer for in11nediately giviru.!· the informa­
tion, bnc l1e did nnt think the vote set down 
would he suflicient. He had received a letter 
fror<J l\Iitehell, which stated-· 

One hnndred b)tg~ which should have left here ou 
Tues.ct.ay and \\.c(lnesday iast. the 5th and 6th in~tant. 
being r•msil!ned on those da.tes. has actually been 
delayed for five da_Y~. anrl only through ma1dng c(>m­
plaint by \vi re and letter to the Di.;;trict Traflic :\Inuager 
nl Tonwunruha lmve thot't~ two 1va.~on lo:u.ls and a good 
deal of' other ~tntr been removed. \Ve much regret the 
delay. 

'rh at looked as if t~1ey were getting back to the 
days nf hnllock teams. If it tn,k ten days to 
bring stuff from .\litchell to Bri·,.bane, surely 
there tnllilt be samething wrung, and they could 
not help conung to the conclusion that thPre was 
not sutficient rolling-stock. A firm in the city 
consigned Rmne goods to Fort:>St Hill la~t Tues­
day wePk, and h.st Satnr~lay those ~oods had 
nnt reached Fore.'t Hill. He had noticed in the 
pccper tbe other day that Henry Dean stnted 
that sollle barley he he"d eonsignerl from K oh by 
had been about" WP'k on the road. He lost the 
1narkPt, f1nd tlucJ resnlt. Wa"" a very Rerious 
financia1 ]os~ t:) hirn. If .... ,t the pre.-:ent tilne, 
"''ben pr1)duce had ~carcely cnn1rr1Pnced to come 
in, there wa~ going t~) b2J those de by:;;~ \V hat 
would rwppP11 whP.n the rush :--et in? He Rin­
cerely hoped the Government would not starYe 
thE-~ rolling-stock departrrH:•nt, bfcause, if that 
were so, they n,'ould hru·e to "·vay the pipPr" later­
on, and tbe produc:-;rs f' nd others concerned 
would suffer . 

The THEASUEER: He was Cjuite in accord 
vdth the attitnde of tlte hon. member for 
Bulirnb~t in this llHttter. But the dep_-trtn:ent 
had n<~t he'" in any way negleetf:ll. At the 
pre~ent tjrne t.ht:'~7 had 100 wa.g(Jl1S nnder con­
struction ):..Uitab]H for thi~ class of work, and they 
W011ld be put int') :-8l";icL· a~ quickly as possib1e1 
so thnt the tewp11raey pressnrP \vould be very 
cnnsidera1Jly n"lieYed. The f .ult was certa-inly 
not with the offieerg of the depar1.ment. 

:\Ir. 13,\EXES W>'R verv pleased to hear what 
the Tn, tt>Ul'Pr had ~aid, nntl lle wou1d state that 
he h«d everv cnllficl"nL'e in the officers of the de­
p.rrtment. ·Jlnt the fact r·emainerl that since he 
had la~t spoken f·n the n1aUt"r, the three c.tSE'f< 
mentioned had occurred, and he understood that 
in the C:Ji:'e of Ylr. D,a.n, he had put in a clain1 
ag<-1in,.t the departntPnt. for the Io iS he had 8US­

tained. If a eo aim like that w:.s to be Sl1Stained. 
the money it would cost would g·o a long way~ 
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towards providing mu re vehicles. He v·ery much 
feared that the number of wagons mentioned by 
the 'l'n-•asurer a5 under conr-;truction was alto­
gether inadeqnate for what was coming in con­
nection with the Que•_nsland r::tilways. 

Mr. R~\.::\'KIK was sure that no man had 
shown a greater endeavour to rneet the desires of 
all cla~ses of people than the C01nmissioner for 
Railw.tys. HP did not think the vote vms suffi­
cient, but the nwney wa' placed in very good 
hands, and they had good reasons for feelin>' 
very gmtified that they had "" m:tn at the head 
of affair~ as capable a..;; the present Comn1is.sioner. 
Reference hod heen made to the nece<sity for 
coalboxcs in the s,uthern part of the St<1-te, but 
in his district they had done tktt themselves by 
making provision for the export of coal. In the 
Southern part Il<l effort had been made in that 
direction, and he wa., very plened to see that 
the Commis··ioner the other day took up a stand 
entirely antagoni,tic to one or two of those 
peovle who thought they ha<l a monopoly of that 
trade. 

:VIr. WOODS asked what amount it had cost 
the Government to strengthen the ntilwnys to 
date in order that they might carry the tank 
engines? 

The TREASURER: The expenditure in con­
nection with strengthening the railways to carry 
more powerfullocumoti ve,; had been going on for 
a good rnany y~ars, and it was hardly correct to 
say that that co,t had been caused by the tank 
engines. 'rhat was only one of the reasons that 
had made it desirable to strengthen the railways, 
so as to use heavier locornotives which were n1ore 
suitable for the traffic. 

Mr. .J. LEAHY noticed the amount set 
down for additional t.elegraph lines this year was 
£2,000, as again<t £),000 ln,;t year. He would 
like tu know whether any change h .. d taken 
place with the Federal Govermuent in regard to 
thP ex tension of rail way telegraph lines ? 

The TREASURER: There has been no 
change. 

Mr. ·woODS statAd that at the Ipswich 
workshops there was over £80,000 worth of 

stock which wa,; entirely out of pro­
f9 p. m.] portion to the work that was 

required to be done. The a,monnt 
of interetit on that sLoc"k, storage, and insurance 
should be paid by the contractors and not by the 
State. He hoped the Commissioner would see 
that any material that could be obtained in the 
State shonl<l be stnren by the contractor, and not 
by the Railway Department. As far back as 
1887 Sir Samnel Griftith did a\uy with the 
stores smpense account on the ground that the 
contractor should be the ,;tcrekeeper. 

'rhe CHAIRMAX: Order ! I think the hon. 
member shonld have raised that matte,r on the 
previnnR vote, under the heading of "General 
Establishment.,., 

Nlr. WOODS: The Treasurer and the Chair­
man told him when he was spe:tking before that 
he conld bring it up on this vote. 

The CHAIH"\IAX: The hem. member is C[Uite 
wron~. I do 11nt know what the ~[inister said, 
but I certainly never said the hon. member could 
bring up thP matter on this vote. 

Mr. IYOODS: Very well, he wnuld refpr to 
the locomotive stores at Townsville. 

The CHAIRYIAN: \Yill the hon. member be 
good enough to point out the item on the Esti­
mates dealing with locomotive stores? 

Mr. RA::'\KI:i'\ thoug-ht that some effort should 
be n1ade to irnprove our rolliog-stock, as in 80n1e 

districts, particularly in the Ipswich district, 
there was n shortage of hopper wagons. 

Mr. ·woODS asked hnw the tank engines had 
been running since they had been altered by ~Ir. 
Horniblow? 

The TREASURER replied that they had 
been running very well. 

Question put and passed. 

ScPPLE>Ib:Nl'AltY LOAN Esn>IATES, 190.)-G. 

The TREASlTRER moved that £200,000 be 
granted for the four mihvay,; specified in the 
schedule, [tnd said this wa• simply a vote (l!l 

acconnt towards the construction of those lines. 

Mr. ,J. LEAHY : The House had anthorised 
the construction of these rail ways, and in doing 
so they knew very well that the lines could not 
be built withont money. He did not know that 
there w·1s anything further to be snid on the 
subject now. 

Question put and passed. 

SuPPLE)JEXT.U\Y EsTDIATEs, HJ0~-5. 

LEGISLATIYE COCNCIL AND LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY. 

The TREASURER: As hon. members would 
see, the Supplen,entary Estimates were very 
much smaller this year than they had been for 
any year in the preceding five year,. In 1899-
1900 the Supplementary Estimate' amounted to 
£401,000, in HJ00-1 to £402,000, in 1901-2 to 
£165,000, in HJ02-3 to £98,000, in 1903-4 to 
£81,000, ann this year to £45,000. In the first 
t\vo yen.rB n1~ntioned there were very large items 
of really unfore,een expenditure. I Mr. PAGET : 
In connection with the contingents.] Yes; and 
there wonld always arise contingencies when the 
Government would take the responsibility of 
spending- money and consulting- Parlinment after­
wards~ but it was not a good thing, nor 'vas it 
fair to Parliament, to have a large amount of 
unfore:-wen expenditure. Last year was a very 
g-oon one in that respect, the expenditure being 
kept mm·e nearly t.o the Estimates than in several 
years previo:1s. He mo,·ed that £81 12s. 4d. be 
granted for the "Legislative Council and Legis]a,. 
tive Assembly." 

Question put and passed. 

('H!EF SECRETAHY'S OFFICE. 

The TilEASFIU;R moved that a sum of 
£581 'i '· be grantecl for the Chief Secretary's 
Office. This included a sum of £~24 0s. for 
expen'"" of the visit of the .Federal parlia­
mentary party to (~ueensland. 

Mr. LBSINA wie,hed to know what advantage 
Queensbnd derived from t.he cxpnnditure of 
that £-±2± on the visit of the Federal Parliau;ent 
party to Qneensland. No \'isible benefit had 
been deri ,-ed from the expenditure, and he most 
earne,;tly protested agail1st it. He fonnd the 
gre~te-,t difficulty in gettin~ fi3. a week for so1ne 
poor old de,c..;titute u1an, _and yet O\·er £400 \V a~ 
spent in a pic·nic trip. If those men \'- 'mted to 
be educated, whv di<l they n"t tr:wel at their 
own expen'e? They were told every clay that 
Queensland "'"" w hard np thnt money could 
n"t be found for h,df a hundre<l things: No 
nwnPy for thB Fchno]s of arts, none for the 
bo,pitals, ancl yet plenty for a lot ,,f bloate<i 
federal legis1R.tor.s to spend on a picnic. The 
~?xpenditurn \\·as nnjn:-;t.ifia.ble fron1 every point 
of view, and the expedition had clone no good. 
The only immediate benefit was that the Federal 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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~'Parliament had increased the sugar bonus, which 
they would h"'ve done "'uyhow. The majority 
of those. who carried it did not come up here. 
It simply gave a number of southerners a cheap 
trip to admire Qneenshmd's pretty Hcenery anrl 
it,, pretty girls, and drink champagne, and yet 
that very day at P"rlia.ment Hou>e door he was 
accosted by a poor itn1nigrant wmnan, in an 
exhausted and starving condition, who had been 
'brought ou~ here uoder false pretPnces. He \Vas 
astonished at the Government a~king for ~nch a 
vote. 

Mr. KB:RR thought. that the money had been 
well expended. TIHl>'B who came here were re· 
presentatives and sen~tors from t:iOnthern States 
who had no knowledge of Queensland. An 
important rnea~mre in connection \Vith one of 
Queensland's most in1portant pritnary indu.stries 
was about to be cnnsidered, and it \vas important 
that the conclitionH nf the sn(("<H industry should 
be made known. Xothing like the amount of 
money was spent ~s the \Vestern Anstr<elian Go· 
vernrr.ent spent in entertaining a sin1ilar party. 
As fur drinking ch;tn1pagne, he was in a po~ition 
to say that the majority of those who c ,me here 
took no intoxicating liquors. The trip had 
borne good fruit in the passa~e this week of the 
sugetr bnnm, and be was cert~tin the result woulrl 
be that when legisbtion affecting Queensland 
was being considereo, federal m em hers would be 
better aef!uainteJ with the conditions which pre­
vailed here. 

The 'fREASURER : The matter had been 
well put by the member for Barcoo. The :B'ederal 
Government had promised to reconsider the 
question of the sugar honus, to which certain 
southern representatives were opposed, and they 
suggested that a number of southern representa­
tives, who knew nothing of the sugar industry, 
might with advantage go to Queensland and see 
the industry with their own eyes. He did not 
think any ordinary man would doubt that 
that was a wise determination to come to. It 
did not matter two stmws to Queensl"nd whether 
the money was voted here or in the Federal Par­
liament. 1f it cost £400 they would be £400 
short all the :-;am e. l t waR not only ::t gracious 
thing but a wise thing for Queenshnd to do. 

Mr. LE SIN A.: The question wa,; whether 
those men were influenced so much by their trip 
to Queenslan<l that they vot,ed for the bonu", or 
were tbey influenced by the arguments u:<ed in 
favour of the bonus, and thus c<tme to the con­
~lusion that the giving of an addiHonal bonus 
was the right thing-. \Vas it the trip or the 
arguments used which attained the object? He 
resented the implke~tion that the fre" feed and 
the trip induced them to vote for the Queensland 
sugar industry. It made tlw vole a charity Yote, 
bt1t the money had not been given as a charit:v 
for the purposes of a white Australia. 

Question put and passed. 

HOMJ<~ SECl\ETAllY. 

The TREASFRER n~<lvr'l that £17,81ii lls. 
Sd. be granted for ·'Outdoor Relief, llunwich 
Bene\'olent Asylum, Industrial rrnd Reformatory 
Schools, Pnblic He, tlth, Electoral Reg-istration, 
Steamer 'Otter,' Hospitals and Charitable Insti­
tutions, \ nd Registrar-General., There wa$ an 
increase in outdoor relief of £4.SOO, or nearly 
25 per cent. of the unfore~h!n expenditure. 'l.,here 
\vas :1n increase in thf-3 vote for I)unwich of 
£3,000, aml an increase of unforeseen expenditure 
in the Public Health Deparcrnent, the greater 
part of which-£7,000-was expended in connec. 
tion with the bubonic plague. 

Mr. LESINA: In connection with the Dun­
wich vote, he understood there had been one or 

[Mr. Lesina. 

two important alterations with regard to the 
patients, whici1 he had been advocating for years. 
He understood the matron had bet:n removed, 
and that other changes were to take jJlace, and 
the Government deserved well of the State for 
tl>eir action in this re,pect. He had battled for 
these alteru,tion~ for yearR vvith little Rncce,_.;~, but 
latterly, owing to the persi~tent ext~rtion of the 
hon. rne1nber for Fortitude Val1ey, ~Ir. Bown1an, 
a change had taken ph•ce, and it the reorganisa· 
tion were c trri cl still further it would be a boon 
to the inmates of that institution. The vote for 
outrloor rellef was a large one, and nnfnrtunately 
indicated that there was a considemble amount 
of poverty in our rnidKt, dc'jpite the improve­
lnents in the f'ensOlJ :J,nd tbe improvement said 
to ha Vf.~ taken pbce in trade. The ttJtal vote 
\,~aR vt.wy lan~e to b undertaken withnnt the 
consent of Pctrlimnent, but no one \vould cavil 
at the action of the :Minister expending the 
money on his own n Rponsibilit:v in this case, 
He did not know whether the Minister had to 
obtain the consent of the Executive, but he 
could not go fnr wrong if he gave more charitable 
relief. It was hmentable with our scattered 
population that such expenditure should be 
ref! uired at all. He hoped the vote would be 
smaller next year, not that the Home Secretary 
should be close-fistecl in his expenditure, but 
that ther6 might not be the same amount of 
poverty. If the money spent in finding work 
for the unemployed would reduce some of this 
expenditure, then that work would be of benefit 
to the community. 

Mr. HAWTHORN: In connection with the 
cost of charit,able institutions, there was an 
indication that the local authorities around Bris­
bme, and the associations in Queensland, would 
perhnps be able to take on that business, hut be 
would like to ask the 'l'reasurer if he could not 
see hi~ \vay during- the next few months, as the 
revenue \Vas increcu:;:ing, to restore the subsidy to 
the old figure of £110s. for every £1. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I sr~rcely think 
the hon. gentlen,an will be in order in bringing 
up that q uestiou on thi;; vutL 

Mr. HA \VTHORN submitted th»t it was 
pardonable on this vote, which was fnr hospitals 
and charitable institutions. Howevel", he twd 
mentioned the rna,tter, and hoped tbe Trea:5urer 
would take it to heart. 

Mr. LRSIX A: Did -the £40 17s. 10d. for 
"Hospitccls and Charitable Institutions" cover 
to a11y extl'nt the corre::-pondencP hetween the 
Government and the other place with respect to 
the Hospitals Bill, which se-emed to have been 
lost sig-ht of completely? 

Mr. BO\VMAN would like to g-et some in­
fonHation as to the lllt at ~upplied to .Dun wich, 

as there MteJned tn be son1e ~iissatis~ 
[!!.30 p.m.] faction on the subject. He would 

like to suppnrt the remarks of the 
member for Clermnnt with reg-ard to the ready 
way in woich the Home Secretary had tJken up 
the grievances that existed at Dunwich. It gave 
great satisfaction to the inrnc<te,; to see the mady 
way in which the hon. geutlernan took up the 
rna tter, ar;d dispensed with one or two of the 
olficials there. 

:i\1r. HARDACRI~ protHte.d ag>:tinst the 
1nanner j n \Vhich the outdoor relief was adminis­
tered. \Vhenever an n}JlJlication was nrade for 
an indigent allowa.nce in the country districts, 
the innriable rule seemed to be to choke them 
off with the answer, "Cannot be g-ranted. Yon 
can go to Dunvvich." He did not know what 
happened in the towns, hut he did not know a 
single case in the country districts where, in the 
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first place, there had not been a refusal. They 
were told to go to Dtmwich, when it was kn<Jwn 
vety weli that they could not go thete. 

Mr. Rlflfl\' HOLD pointed out that those who 
received beef harl to go to the Inunigration 
D12pf1t in sorne in.stancu.s and to tile Pastoral 
Butchering Oomp,u1y in otht>rs. In some cases 
the old people had w send small children to get 
it for them, and he believed that ferry tickets 
were provided in some caseR, but not in others. 
He thought that ferry tickets should be given to 
the old people to save them going the long 
jonrney round by the bridge mlfl through 
\Voolloongabba to Kangaroo P<>int. They gene­
rally had not got the money to buy ttam tickets, 
as, if they had, they \Vould not be wanting relief. 
\Vith regard to trH' electoral registration, he 
would like to know if the Hnme Secretary could 
answer tbe question he asked when the vote was 
going through with reference to the possibility 
of grantin[( ~ome pn,y to the officials in that office 
who had worked overtime getting out the new 
rolls. [The Ho;mc SJWREl'AHY : The nmtter is 
under consideration. I think something will be 
done for them.] 

:\fr. LESIXA: ~With regard to the matter 
raised by the member for Leichhardt, he (Mr. 
Lesina) had the same experience in both town 
and country districtB. He knew an old man at 
the Valley, sixty or seventy yPars of age, who 
had to Wcllk several miles tn Kanga.roo Point, 
~via the Victoria Bridge, and in such cases ferry 
tickets should be providerl. In the country he 
had known men to walk H and 1() miles for their 
rations, but the old men in the cities could not 
walk that far. 

::\Ir. BO\VMAN drew attention to the quality 
of the beef supplied at the Salvation Army 
::\Ietrouole. Numbers of men who had sheltered 
there had made complaints reg-arding the nature 
of the food, and the Home Secretary had 
promiRed to rnake inquiries into it. 

The CHAIHMAN: Oeder! Th,, hon. gentle­
man is not in order in referring to that question 
on this vote. 

Mr. 130\V :\IAJ\' : He was in order in referring 
to the men sent from the Immigration DeiJilt to 
the :\fetropole and pttid for t,he food supplied. 
Some of the n1en \Vho \Vent there were very 
weak, and the food they received wa; unfit for 
hun1an consumption. 

::\lr. RA:\'KIN: Without offering any oppo,i­
tion to the vute, he would like to see some pro· 
vis10n made fur the Ambnhnce Brigade. 

The CHAIR:\IAN: Order! The hrm. mem­
ber is out of order in referring to that question 
on this vote. 

Mr. RA:01KIN thought the vote for hospitals 
was not sufficient. The hospitals had suffered 
for two or three years owing tu the reduction in 
their allow.mees, and a gre,tter vote shollld be 
made. The meu who used the hospitals should 
be IT!>Hl'-' to contribute something- towardR their 
upkeep. There was a class of me.1 who hac! to 
pay for the upkeep of the hospitals, and if their 
employees became ill they could go to the hospital 
for nothing. If an em[Jloyer went there he had 
to pay, and that was not bir. They should 
have srnne systern-whet.her it \Vas a wages tax 
or otherwise-for getting at all those people. 

The CHAIR;I,IAN: Order! The hon. mem­
ber must confine his remarks to tbe items in the 
vote, and not discuss general principle". It is 
not in nrder tn di."'cuss general principles upon 
the Supplementary Estimates. 

Mr. RANK IN: It was not a question of 
detail, but a que"tion of principle. He would 
like the people to recogni~e that it was the duty 

of everyone to contribute something towards the 
suppm·t of th<'Se who. in times of distre;;.:~, were 
unable to help themselves. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPA HTMEXT OF P"C"I3LIC \VOH.KS. 

TheTREASURb:R rnored that £1,B6712s. 4d. 
be granted for the ''Department of Public 
\Vorks." rrhe only notable an1ount in the vote 
was £1,578 for general repairs, painting, and for 
State school Lmllclings and addition~, etc. The 
atnount \VaK made up of n large Humber of srnall 
amount~, not one of which c.<,tne to .£100. 

Mr. ~WOODS a"ked how much had been spent 
in travelling t>xpenses by :\Ir. Collins, the boiler 
inspector for the Northern district? 

Th(, 'rRBASUHER did not know the exact 
amount represented by Mr. Collins's travelling 
expenses, but the vote had been exceeded by 
£149. 

Question put and passed. 

DEP.l.RTl\fENT OF ,JCSTIC~J. 

The TREASUR!i;R moved that £2,902 13". Id. 
be grs,nted for the '' Departtnent of tT ustice." Like 
the previous vote, thi~ sum "\Vas made up of a 
great mass of very small details. 

Mr. J. LE AHY noticed that there was a vote 
for fee.; to J~udge ::'vianstield, Judge Noel, anrl Sir 
Arthur Rutledge for acting as Supreme Court 
judges. He would like to know whether the 
attention of the Government had been called to 
the remarks made recently by the Chief .Justice 
to the effect that next, year the Full Court would 
consist of three judges instead of two. He wished 
to know whether tlw Government had any policy 
in regard to the matter, or whelber they proposed 
to continue the ,,,ystenl of appointing acting 
judges? He would also aek whether the remarks 
of the Chief Justice were official or not? 

The TREASGRER: The Government had 
dePmed it inexpedient to appoint another juJge 
and pay £2,000 which they might save, or of 
which they might save the greater part. Events 
proved that the Government were right, 
necause they had spent only £384 by appoint­
ing acting judges when required. His atten­
tion had not heen called to the remarks 
of the Chief ,J nstice, and, if it had, he 
would not have paid any attention to them. 
The Chief ,Justice was speaking about a thing 
he had no business t,o speak about. \Vhen the 
G-overnment h:;td an ~nnonncernent to mt\ke, 
they would makt· it to Parliament either by the 
Premier or by the :i\Iinistr~r in chJrge of that 
department, and they would not ask the Chief 
Justice to state what the iutentions of the 
Government were. He could say a good deal 
more about the matter. 

The CHAIR::\IAN: Order! I do not thlnk 
the hon. gentlemttn is in order in discussing a 
matter of that kind on this vote. The question 
is the ex]Jen;, s of the judges, and it will be out 
of order in discusiling the appointment of a judge 
on the motion. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: \Ve are voting salaries for 
acting judges. I know what it is. 

The CHAIRMAN: On looking down I find 
what the hon. member states ts correct. I did 
not nrJtice the amount for acting judges. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: They were there voting the 
people's money, and the people wanted to know 
how the bwsiness was carried on. As far as he 
could see, the Estimates had been very carefully 
prepared, and he did not think there had been 
any rash expenditure, bnt he wanted to know 

Mr. J. Leahy.] 



2170 Supplp. [ASSEMBLY.] Supp1:1J· 

whether they were going to have those jerry­
made judges in the future. If they required a 
judge they should h>we one, but if they did not 
re~uire a judge they sbould not have jerry-made 
judges. He held ver.v strong opinions with re· 
gard to the relationship which existed between 
judges and Government~. Judges Rhould be 
absolutely independent of Governments-they 
should be in a vo,ition to snap their fingers at 
Governments. They verv frequently bud to 
decide cases in which the Crown represented mw 
side and the people represented the othPr side, 
and they should not bave judgeR who were going 
to get an appointment tn-llay and expected 
another appointrr1ent in three or six 1nunths' 
tirr1e. The judges should be in a po:dtion ~o 
that they could not be interfered with by the 
Crown, in order to get awny frorn the sc~ndal~ 
that exi.,ted in times vast between the Crown 
and the judges. The -judges shou!rl be under 
no favourt; frmu the Cro1.vn, a,nd he bad yet 
to learn that a man occupying tbn supreme 
and responsible [JCJottion of Chief ,T ustice, would 
rnake a random remark h1 open court as to 
what waR going to bappen, nnle_c:s he had f'Olll8 

reason for doing so. He understood the Trea­
surer to say thAt the statement mode by the 
Chief ,Justice, Sir Pope Cooper, was wrong. 
[The TREAS"CHEI!: I know nothing about it. If 
you want any information about it yon had 
better ask :Sir Pope Cooper.] He had nothing 
to do with Sir Pope Cooper. ['l'he TREAS"CHEH: 
No more have I. J He wanted to know if the 
statement made by Sir Pope Cooper was right 
or wrong? He was a~king the Treasurer, and 
they had a right to know from the Tr•·asurer. 
\V ere Estimates going to be nothing more than 
a farce? \Vhen they asked for information 
from time to time, which the public wanted 
to know, the Tre~1Snrer relied on hi8 majority, 
and ~<tid, "I will give nD information; go and 
ask somebody else." He understood the Trea­
surer to say the Chief ,Justice had said some­
thing he had no bu,iness to say. [The 'l'R>JA­
snmn: I do not know anything about Sir Pope 
Cooper.] He wanted to know .-omething about 
the matter. 

i\<Ir. LESINA: He entirely disagreed with 
the view taken by the acting leader of the Oppo­
sition in relation to the matter. He thought the 
pooition taken up by the Treasurer w.~s the 
correct one. He thought both were wrong-· 
(laughter)-and he v,as not sure that he would 
not be wrong when he had finished. The view 
he took was that they could not possibly know 
anything of ~T udge Coover as a judge, or the 
feelings he felt inclined. to express from the 
bench as to the actions of the Government. 
\Vbat be was concerned about was that it was a 
bad thing for the G"verunnnt to be constantly 
trafficltin~· in the appointment of jurlgb. It was 
a bad thing for the judges themselves, and it 
W::tH a bad thing fnr tht· country. \Vho wa.-, 
respont5ible for thnt? The Governrnent were 
responsible only indirectly. They could fill the 
position nnly \'ilhen the n1ajority said tht>y um~t, 
so that the Hont;e was responsible. The Hmwe 
was rPspcmsible for votin£;" the sala.rie~. He 
noticed that Actmg J udf!·e ::\'oel received £:!i)3l8., 
Sir Arthur Rutleuge £103, ltnd :\Ir. :\1ansfield 
£2(i 5s. for the period covered by the Supple­
rrlentarv Estirr1ates. 'rhat was the a.1nount ex­
pended' on three judges for ternporarv employ­
ment, and was only a little over £300. The 
Governrnent, looking a,t the nu:t.ttet fru 1 l. an 
economical point of vie~;·, thoug-ht by saving the 
salary of onP- judge, which would be something 
like £2,000, then they were sa,·ing that 
arnount of Inoney to the Trea'-'nry. There 
was apparently a 1no·ven1ent ont~ide to secure 
the appointment of another jurlge, and the 

[J11 r. J . .Leahy .. 

judges then1selves \Vere endeavouring to bring 
yJres!:iure to bear on the Government 

[10 p.rn.] for that purpose by con,;tanly draw-
itlg' attention to the congestion of 

court bnsine's and the probn,ble inconvenience 
that wonld be caused to litigants. The members 
of that. Committee should carefully consider the 
whole matter during the recess, and if they ca1ne 
to the conclu>ion that tmother judge was required 
they shuuld bring pressure to bear "n the Govern­
ment so to to set:llre the appointment of another 
judge. [Hon. R. l'HILI': Y on >mpported the 
Bill which leit the third judgeBhip open.] He 
did Bupport that Bill, but on second thuug-hh he 
'"" of opinion that they plac•c.d an unsafe card. 
in the hand of the Government in >tllowing them 
to fill the vacant po>ition temporarily whE·n they 
pleased. He did not know that any abuse had 
nccurrerl, bnt the thing was open to abuse~ 
Ho\vever, he tinpposed the Go\'ernluent would 
fill the position at the right time. 

Mr. P A 1JLL pointed out that there must be 
smne 1nistake in the last ite1n, ::u; £001 w:ts a 
large sum for cleaning a courtht'USe. [The 
TREASCHER: It is a clerical error; it should be 
'' honses."] 

Mr. BARNJ{S asked if the arrangement 
whereby ,Tndgc Noel had heen appointed to do 
Land Court business out. \V eBt recently bad 
been satisfactory? [The TnEAS"CmJH: I believe 
so.] 

Mr. KEi'\NA: There was an item of £125 for 
"salary, J. ·G. JYiacdonald, police magistrate, 
South Brisbane, on leave for three 1nonths. '~ 
\Vas it understood that l\Ir. l\Iacdonalcl was 
retiring? [Mr. KERR: He had to retire.] \Vas 
the £12iJ a retiring- ><ilowance? [The THEASDRER ; 
:!'\o; eabry.] \Vby wae he paid a sa.!ary when 
he w~s retiring ? [The TnEASUHEH : Because he 
was entitled to it.] 

::\Ir. \VOODS expressed regret that provision 
had not been made for the re-establishment of a 
court of petty sessions at Herberton, and hoped 
that an effort would be made to do that at an 
early elate. 

Question put and passed. 

THE TI\EASCHEH. 

The TREASURER moved that £2,03± 2s. be 
granted for the Treasury Department. This 
sum was made up of a number of small details 
for seven separate sub-deputments. 

Mr. KEi\NA noticed £40 for office and lib­
rary e:..:pent-es in connection with the Bureau of 
Central SngJx-milltJ. Last year't-~ l~stimates 
includ< d £250 for a similar purpose, togflther 
with £100 fur furnishing and £100 for miscel­
laneous purposes. Thit~ seemerl a very large surr1 
to sr•end on the office. Perhaps the Treasurer 
could give some idea of what that apparently 
extravagant amount was rertnired for. 

ThA TREASURER : The amount seemed to 
be a son1t-'V... hat larg-e one, but it mnst br- borne 
in mind that the office was being established at 
tbe time, and there would not be a re,Jetition of 
the expenditure. 

Mr. LESINA asked if the ,xr;H Hk 7d. put 
down for thP inland revenue was tn pa.y the n1en 
engaged by 11r. Gabriel in connection with the 
work of t:ecuring con victionR fnr dy grogwRelling 
and breaches nf the Licensing Act? 

'fhe 'l'REASURF,R: Yes. "'l.s a matter of 
fact, it was in connection with thr ~orthern 
business of the Inland Re·;enne Department. 

::\Ir. HEI"{ HOLD eskecl for an explanation of 
the item £41 Ss. (Id.--" Premium on general 
gnarantee policy." \V ere all officers covered by 
a guarantee policy? 
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The TREASURER: All first-claSR officers 
who had the handiing of money were so covered. 
Their honPsty waR insured, and that wa;.; an 
adrlitional amount required to pay the premium 
to the end of the year. 

:i\fr. REIKHOLD: \Vas that to cover all 
defalcations that might occur? [The TrmASUREit: 
Yes.] He .. skecl the question, because later on 
there was £1,300 put down for that purpose. 

The TREASUIUi;R: "Gnfortunately, the 
policy did not always cover the amount of the 
defalcations. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPARDlllNT OF Pl:BLlC LANDS-HE.\D OB'J.'ICE. 

The TREASURER moved that £7,622 :is. lld. 
he granted for the Lands Department-·" Head 
Office." The amount was made up of a number of 
srnall details, cornpensation fnr iruprove111ents on 
certain };Jroperties, constituting two-thirds uf the 
whole. 

Mr. "B'OR8YTH would like an explanation of 
the items of £2ii0 each for l\Iessrs. Henderson, 
Mills, and Riley nnder the heading of "Division 
of Runs." 

Th<> TR}~ASURER : Tho"e gentlemen were 
appointed specially to facilitate the division of 
runs. 

11r. PLUNKETT referred to £670 1Gs. Sd. 
set down as con1rnission on the purchase of Isis 
and Portland Downs, Maneroo, and Terrica, 
and would like to have an explanation of the 
item. On the 5th December, 1902, there was on 
the then Estimates a vote for auctioneer's corn­
mission of £000. The Committee took exception 
to that, and the Yote was thrown out, and after 
that the late Government allowed no commis­
sion. He had asked a question recently in the 
House as to how much commission had been paid 
since 190-!, and was toln that £765 lls. 7 d. was 
the amount, but this did not cor re;; pond with the 
vote. He did not know how it was made np, but 
he would like to know whether it was the inten­
tion of the Government to continue to pay large 
sums like thia for finding purchasers for land ? 

The TREASURER: It was not a wise policy 
to pay comrni.::~~ion to outside rnen for doing 
work which could be done by officers of the 
department who were paid. to do the work, but 
there were occasions when it was to the advan­
tage of the departmeut and the State to pay a 
rnan com1nis~ion who would do businesR which 
they had little ch?,nce of getting done except by 
that means. This was a matter for whicb thR 
whole of the Gm·ernrnent were responsible, and 
not the particular Mini;ter, and be tbou.,ht that 
under the circumstance~ it was a wise thing 
to do. 

HoN. R. PHI LP: "Open confession was 
good for the wul, ,, and he did not blame the 
Minister. He would like to know who received 
the commiHBion on these sales-Isis and Port­
land Downs, £:11\l 14s. 6d. ; ?\:Ianeroo, £220; 
and Terrica, £131 2s. ~d. 

The TKEASURER: The commission for 
introducing· purchasers waR paid a~ foll(HVS :­
New Zealand Loan nncl JYiercantile Agency 
Company, Limited, £319 14s. 3d.; Dttkety and 
Oo., Limited, £220; and l\Ioreheads Limited, 
£131 2-. 5d. 

Mr. l''ORSYTH thought it was a waste of 
money. HerA was £G70 spent, and for what? 
[The TREAsURER : Y on would not have done it 
for nothing?] The people who wanted that l.mrl 
should h'we applied to the Treasul'er direct, and 
there was no ocC,tHion to pay the con1rr1ission. 
He had nothing to say against the~e people, but 
they were simply agents f0r the varions str.tion­
owners, who asked them in the nsual course of 

business to have the land put up. There was no 
need to pay this nwnPy away, except for the 
fact that the Treasnrer wa::; anxiow~ to get the 
proceen., in before 30th Jnne. He wld 170,000 
acres of land 'hortly before that date, and was 
so anxiou.~ to get pe()ple to rush in and buy it as 
to l'"Y £()00 commission. On the Elections Bill 
the other ni!.!ht they were r1iscussing the question 
of saving £700 a year in advertising, •wd yet we 
\-Va!:'ted tuonPy in this rnanner. [rfhe THE.\St:RER:. 
There wa~ not a penny of it wnstrd.] Every 
shilling was wasted, because the Government 
Cl id not get a ,billing more for tlw land. Ir, was 
the duty of the purcha . ..,er~ to pay the connnission 
a,nd not the St:tte, and he protP8t'3d against the 
Govern:ment payiug commission for d ,ing other 
people'::: work. 

J'\Ir. PLF.:\KETT thought it was mc:ney 
thrown away, and be thought so at the t1me. 

[The TREARGltllll: You oeem to have 
[10.30 p.m.] an impre;Sion that I am" reckleos 

spendthrift.] \Vhen he f1rst asked 
his question he was told tba.t £25 nnly wa-. &:pent, 
but he kllew it. was wrong at the tin1e. Ou l:tst 
Tuesday the Secretary fur Lands said-

On Tncsdav. 5tll December, the liOn. member for 
Albert a~ked ~me a series of (p1Cstions, 5 and 6 of which 
were as follow:-

5. 1Vhat was the am 1unt of commission pai(l for 
finding purchasers of Cro·wn lands ? 

6. From what vote were tllcst! commissions paid~ 
The answers which were then given, I am sorry to say, 
were incorrect, a:-: I ba'\'e intima tell to the hon. lnmnber. 
rrhe correct answers should be--

5. 765 lls. 7cl. 
6. They were paid on the authority of the Governor 

in Council, peuding \'Otc by Parliament. 

Although the Secret<~ry for Lands said on the 
12th December that the total atnonnt paid in 
r'Ommission w:1s £765 lls. 7d., the amount on the 
Supplementary Estimates was given as £G70. 

Mr. LESINA: This was an evil which he 
particnlarly nrged tbe last Government to stop. 
In 1902 they put £1,000 on the Estir11ates for 
Misce1Janeous and La:idi-{ E~tirnates, being an 
increase of £100 for an"tioneers' and agents' 
comn1issions. He Ktrnngly denounced that at 
the time. [The 'fREASGHEH: \Vas the member 
for Carpentaria in the House then?) Yes; he 
was. On that occa'-lion tbe hon. 111ember for 
Albert moved the reduction of the vote by £()00, 
and hi3 rnotion was curried, the votin~ being as 
follows:-

AYEs, 18.~".\re~~r:-;. J..irey, BaTlJcr, Browne, Burrows, 
Cooper, Cov1ap. Dible~', Dnnsford, Grant. Hamilton, 
IIardacre, Jaekson, Kenna, 1\.crr, Lesina, :J.Iaxwell, 
Turner, and "TooUs. 

XoJ·;s, 1!.-~::\Ics:;;:r '· Can1pbcll, T. B. Cribb, Dalrymple, 
Denlmm, J. Hamilton, Hanran, Lamont, J. L~ahy, 
Lyon,-;, ::\fHea.rtney, .Jlackintosll, O'Conncll, Philp, and 
Sir A. Rntledge. 

P.\lns-Ayt~s: 1fe~"r;., Tfodge, Blail', :\Iar1in, ?\orman, 
KmmnerYi.lle, and HYland. )Joes;: .Jles;;;rs .. T. C. Cribb, 
:Jloorc Lindley, Dr. (;arde, Cowley, lilld P. J. Lcahy. 

In the speechp·.; tn<ldn on that occasion hon. 
men1bers ~trongly cond.nnned the \\'hole policy. 
Since tLat time the Philp Government ha.d done 
nothing further in that re::;p:'ct, bnt the evil bad 
grown up again, anrl they \vere aRked at one fell 
~woup to pacs £()70 spent in conunit.siom, for the 
sale of three estates. [The TnEASUllER: It is a 
matter which is O)Wn to cruestion, but nndc.r the 
circumE:tancc.; I tbonght it was a desirable thing 
to do.] He could nndr-rstand the desire at that 
particular juncture, and that brought him to the 
pDint be hctd always raised as to why land should 
neV('f be s(lld fnr :;_·evennt-: purposes. It rna.de 
the Go,·ernn1E:'nt :::ell to a,uybody vvhn would buy. 
Pe0ple \Vho, in the ordinary course of e\·ents, 
would buy the land in this case went to go­
betweens, who secured from the Government 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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commission on IRie and Portlann Downs amount· 
to £319 14<. 3d.; ;\'Ianeroo, £220; and Terrica, 
£131. 2s. Gd. And it was pootiible that they 
also secured conunis"'ion from the purchaserS, 
who rightly shcmld pay the cnmmi,s!on. After 
those statistic·, and the difficult.y that was 
experienced by the hem. member for Alhert in 
ge.,ting the infonnation he wanted, it showed 
th~1.t this f-;VStern wets an evil one-. \Vhat \VRS the 
juatiticatir~n for this? rrhe GovernllH:nt \\ anted 
money ;.nd they sold bnd. They sold land 
althung~1 it was againRt the resolut1on adopted 
by the Labour conv<:-ntiun; they paid cvrnrni~­
sion to the agents who introduced the buyers, 
and thtn they came and flouritihed a surplus in 
the faces of hon. lll8llll•ers. In the dying honrs 
of the session t.hey found out how the Trea.<urer 
made his smp:us. \V ell, !J,. objected to it. If 
anyone moved that the vote he r,'dncGd by £1, 
he would cheerfully vote for it. But the money 
\Vas paid, and was evidently lying to the credit 
of the different agents in the bank. All they 
could do was eithec· to repucli.tte the Go,·ern· 
n1ent's action and pnt them in a hole, or else vote 
for it, and he voted for it under protest. 

:Mr. HARD ACRE: If they were to have land 
sales at all he did not object to payi1w commis­
sion to the auctioneers who did the s.:'ning, bnt 
he did object to paying comrnissH•n for intro­
ducing persons who wanted to bny. It might 
happen that the persons who got the commission 
in th1s case were agents for the ctnnpanies who 
bought and not for tbe Crown at all. lL might 
have been a "try on" on the part of the agents 
by asking the Governn1ent if they wanted to 
sell, and, on the other band, the GtJVermnent 
might have asked the a~·ents if they knew any­
one who wanted to bny. He could understand 
the Treasurer, when near the •·nd of the financial 
year, saying that if he aslcPd these agencies they 
might be able to tell him if they could get buyers 
for land. If t.hat were su, it was some justitica­
twn for paying the cornrni~sion ; but. if the 
agent.:; crnne to the Treasurer and Raid they had 
buyers, then the Crown should nut pay· them 
commission. [The TREASL:Hlm: They wo'n!d not 
have got any connnission at all in that case.] In 
the other c.,se there was sume justificatioi1 for 
the commis~ion heing pa,id. 

HoN. R. P HILP: The bon. member for Alhert 
would ~ed the hole he put the late Governrnent 
in by preventing then1 paying con1n1ission and 
selling land. Then they· were a bad Govern­
ment, and deserved to be turned out. This 
Governrnent did not care vvhat thev did. They 
paid a corrnnis.-;i()n to agents ~...vht~ fonnd pur~ 
chaserR, and the Treat>urer got a surpln;;;. Therew 
fore they were a good Govermw'nt. 'The J:'bilp 
Government did not kno\Y how to h11n1hllg" the 
penple l1ke the present Government. \Vhy should 
hon. rne1nbt.->rs object to payin;.{ a conunis::;ion to 
men who worked for it? He would not llW\'e a 
r<cduction, because the agents found buyer,, and 
were entitled to the connni- '3ion. 'l""'~he 'Govern­
tnent \\ere in .•.m eh dire straits that. in order to 
get a surplus, he L!elieved they would ha Ye paid 
3 per cent. 

Question put and passed. 

DEPAI\'J'}fEKT OP AGRICL:LTVRE AND STOCK. 

The TREASURER moved that £l,;i5110s. 2d. 
be gmnted for the "Departrnr·nt of Agricnltnre 
and Stock." Like tl1e previous votrs, this a,nwunt 
was made up of a nuruber of small items. 

Question put and paosed. 

SECRETARY FOR PVBLIO INSTRUCT!OX. 

The TltEASURER muved that £553 0'. !Jcl. be 
granted for the "De},.,_rtment of Ptlblic In<trnc· 
tion. '' £500 o: this \Vas for various sn1aH grants 
m aid of technical education. 

[Mr. Lesina. 

Mr. MANN : The Cairns School of Arts had 
received an amount of £Hi 16s. ont of this vote. 
They were in the san1e fix again thiH year, and 
had applied to the Government for "ufficient 
money to enable them to can y on. They pro­
posed to giYe instruction in n1ineralogy, and he 
would like the Trea~urer to give a pnnni:-;e that 
the necessary rr10ney ,,·onld be forthcon1ing. 
Their annual grant was only £40, and they l'fl· 
quired a good deal more than that. 

The TREASL:CRER could not make any de­
finite promise, but he would 'uggest that the 
Committee ohonld ask for a larger grant next 
year; and, if there was anything left oYer from 
the general vote tbis year, their claim would 
receive consideration. 

Mr. LESIN A : The Clermont School of Arts 
cornwunicat.ed with the Gnvernment son1e time 
agn, pointing out their distn ssful condition 
through the want of funds. 1\lany of the old 
miner' were in the habit of goiug to the schotll 
of >ert.s to read the paper.''• hut the cnmmittee had 
had to close their doors to those people and confine 
the benefits of the institution to subscribers. He 
trusted that more generous treatment would be 
extended to that and similar institutions next 
year. 

Mr. REINHOLD asked if the amount of £;)0 
for "Exhibitions to Universities" was for addi­
tional exhibitions? 

The TREASURER: No. The amount was 
previously voted on the Estimates·in-Chief and 
allowed to lapse, and it was afterwards found 
that it was wanted. 

Question put and passed. 

llEPARTi\!El'iT OF MINES. 
The TREASURER moved that £9G11ls. 7d. 

be granted for the "DepartnH·nt of ~lines." 
That was made up of three items-expenses of 
transfers of officers, a grant to the Gympie 
School of Mines, w bile the vote in aid of pro­
specting had been exceeded by £4il6. 

(~uestion put and passed. 

RAILWAYS. 

The TREASURER moved that £1,280 15s. 5d. 
be granted for "Railwoys-General Estahlish­
rnent,, '' That expense \Vas incurred in conse­
quence of--,--, and--. The gross amount 
of tbe defalcatiom was £1,87!1 His. 2d., hut the 
Gov~rmnent recovered £599 Os. 9d. from the 
insurance office1~. Such thing3 were regrettabll:', 
bnt perhaps they were inevitable in a large estab­
li"hment like the Railway Department. 

Mr. \VOODS believed that men should be 
punisl,ed for misap!Jropriating money, but it was 
hardly fair that their namessiwnld be made public 
through thE:: lJ:uliatnentary records. Those 1nen 
had been puni,hed by law, anrl some of the money 
had been returned under the fidelity bond, and 
he would ask that their names be deleted from 
H·ansarrl. [The TREASURER: I have no ob-
jec!ion.J · 

question put and passed. 

SuPPLEi\IENTARY TRUST FuNDS EsTDIATEs, 
1904-5. 

CF-UEJ<~ SECRETARY. 

The TREA8URER moved that £1,449 15s. 
10d. be granted for the department of the 
"Chief Secretary." 

Question put and passed. 

THE TREASURER. 

The TREASURER moved that£14,5013s. 6d. 
be granted for the department of "The 'I'rea-
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surer." The large't amount was for Brisbane 
River improvements, including the training­
walls. 

Question pn t and passed. 

DEPARTMEJS'l' Qlo' PUBLIC LA:-WS. 

The TREASURli:R moved that £1,1i5718>. be 
granted for the "Department of Piiblic Lwrls." 
This a1nount wa-, for salarivs and wagrs, \Varn~go 
rabbit di,trict fund. 

Question put ancl passed. 

DEPAHT}IENT 01!' AGRIOGLTURE AND STOCK. 

The TREASURER moved that £3,98816s. 3d. 
be granted for tbis department. The largest 
item was ~pecial stilnding account for trading 
account ad v J.nces, £1,500 ; and the next largest 
item was stud stock trust account for the pur­
chase of stock, £1,350. 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLE>IENTARY LOAN EsTHIATEs, No. 2,1904-5. 
CHIEF SECRETARY. 

The TREASURER moved that £19 5s. lld. 
be granted for the department of the "Chief Sec­
retary." This represented Rome old adju~tment 
account in connection with the Defence Derart­
n1ent. 

Question put and passed. 

THE rl'REASUH.ER, 

The TREASURER moved that £7,740 ls. 2d. 
b<> granted for the department of "The Trea­
surer." The greater part \lf the item was made 
up of advances to central sugar-mills-North 
Eton and Double Peak. 

lVIr. HARDAORE noticed under the heading, 
"Loans in Aid of Prospecting," th»t Mr. G. C. 
vVilcocks, Cioncurry, received £1,fi8-l 19s. 10d. 

That was the first time he had ever 
[11 p.m.] heard of such a large »mount of 

n1oney being given tn one cornpany. 
He did not object to money being given for 
pr~specting, an(l given VPry generously, bur. he 
batl a right to cornplain of monPy bBing given in 
that way whPn they could get nothing at all for 
the Central district. There was on the Central 
Railway, rigbt clnee to the line and not on the 
Dawson, but near the Blackwater district, one of 
the fine't c<mifields in the world, ::md the people 
the1·e could get no assistance in prospecting. It 
was not fair eo spend money for this purpose in 
one district and not in another district. He 
should be glad if tl1e Treasurer would explain 
why this sum had been spent in the Cloncurry 
district, and what had been tile result from the 
expenditure? 

Mr. MAXWELL: The result of the expendi­
ture of that money in the Cloncurry district was 
that eight or nine shafts had been tlUnk. It wa' 
one of the be.t im·escments the Government had 
m:l.de, and before very lor,g they would be able 
to get their money back. 

The TREASURER : So far as he was aware, 
tht-re t\'aR no preference given to any field in the 
arl.vance of rnoney for prospecting ptur;n~es, and 
if any other di:,;trict could mctke out the same 
claim as bad been me.cle out hy the Cloncurry dis­
trict it wonld get a!o<.;;]~tance. 

J\Tr. HARDAO RE: Another district had made 
out the same claim, but had never been able to 
get any assistance. 

Mr. WOODS : He had something to do in 
trying to induce the Government to advance this 
money to the "VVilcocks' syndicate. Mr. \Vil­
cr>cks assured him that he had sufficient men 
behind him to find £1 for £1 advanced by the 

Government. That gentleman was doing work 
in other di:;;tricts bt:~:-ides Oloncnrry, and lle paid 
his men the best "·ages pctid in Qneensland. 

Question rut ancl )Jttsoed. 

DEPAUTME.\"'1' OF HAlLWAYS. 

Tbe THEASl'lU-:1~ moved that £?5,878 ,!H. !Jd. 
be granted for the "'l)epartment of l{aih\ ;tys." 

Question ]JUt and passed. 
The Hou,e re"1med. The CHAJHJ\!AJS reported 

that th<-:> (\Hl1Il1ItteP lw.d cotne to cert::tin resoluR 
tion~·, which w~::re read. 

The TREASURER moved that the resolu­
tions be agreed to. 

::\lr. \VOODS: I wish to move a reduction of 
£200 in the vote for the salary of thfl officer in 
charg,_, o£ Pacific Island labourers. In the 
first place, I do not consider that such an 
otl:icer is necessary, and, in the second place, I 
do not consider that that gentleman has heen 
carrying out the duties of his office to the ad­
vantage of the State. In January last I 
brought before the Chamber a tramaction that 
to::>k place on the schooner "Clansman" at 
the Solomon Islands. I asked the i\Iinister in 
charge of the department whether it was true 
that a certain returned islander was landed at 
the vvrong passage, murdered, and his body 
drar-ged into the bush by natives. I also men­
tioned several irregularities that had taken 
place. The reply given to the Premier by the 
officer in charge of the department was to the 
effect that the reg-ulations were carried out in 
their entirety, and that no outrag-e had taken 
place. I asked if the person who gave me the 
information might be examined at the bar of 
the House, and the reply was "No." I v.as 
then asked by the Premier to formulate a 
cha-rge, which I clid, and the. olficcr in charge 
of the dep:;rtment v· as ordered by the Premier, 
through the Justice Department, to hold an 
inquiry, which he did, and his evidence at the 
ilJ(ruiry prm·ed up to the hilt that this return 
islander was land(~d at his wrong passagc~at 
Saltwater Passage, 15 miles awa.y from the 
place where he was recruitf•d-and that he was 
murdered by the nah\·es; and also that there 
were not sufficient rations on Uoard the ship 
for half the journey, aud :!,COO lb. of con­
den1uccl tobacco, which the officer in charge 
kn-ew of, a:s the \TF..;;:o;.cl had been lsing at Bun­
duherg for "' eek:-. The Covc;:urncnt. a<_.,eut o£ 
the pr·eYious trip rPfusecl to supply that tobacco 
to the r€cruits. 2\lr. Brcnan ~aid he ordered 
the owner to remove the tobacco. Smith said 
no such order was given. Before the inquiry 
was held all the witnesses who were subpoenaed 
to give evidence, ''rhen they arrived in Bris­
bane, instead of being alloYed to go into the 
witneFc-,-box quite independent, were taken to 
:Kanu:aroo Point. and a statement vvas taken 
fron~, them in wtiting· in the presence of the 
Irn1nigration Agent; and when they WPnt into 
the ,~,itness-box, and were LBing- cross-examined 
ln· the barrister for the Crown. if they made 
oi'te slip they were shown their deposition, and 
asked, " Did you not say this in the pr~sence of 
-:\Ir. Brena.n ?" 1-\.nd here is a. curious fact: 
If any one man in the State had a rig-ht to be 
notified as to the date of the inquiry, it was the 
man who brought the matter forward in this 
Chamber and was the cause of the inquiry being 
held. Yet no notification of it was ever sent to 
me. Another curious fact is that om• of the wit­
nesses was asked to report himself at 10 o'clock 
in the morning at the Kangaroo Pc;int de­
pot. while at that very hour the inqmry was 
opened at the police court. Is that the way 
busin<ess should be conducted? Then, l\Ir. 
Brenan said he told Smith, the part owner 
of the boat, that if a pound of that tobacco 

Mr, Woods.] 
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was sold to the :\Jalayta boys, the fint white 
man who .,·ent to the island would pav the 
penalty. Captain Malcolm, the superc.ar:.ro, 
produced a statement of the ship's accounts 
wTitten on two sheets of a penny exercise 
book. That is the kind of thing that has 
been g·oing on for years in this trade. The 
same witnns was a;ked by the banister for 
the Crown what he would think of a man who 
sold that tobacco to the islanders, and he re­
plied that ,such a man would Le a murderer. 
Yet the m·iclencc showed that 730 lb. of that 
toLacco vms sold to those unforunate islanders 
at 3s. 6d. per lb., while the expert evidence 
proYed that at its very best it \va:::. never 
worth more than ls. per lb. Mr. Brenan could 
not be ignorant of the irregularities that were 
going· on, and yet the information he gave 
to the Premi,er was calculated to mislead 
the House and the country. ·what has hap­
pened since? According to the evidence, three 

murders have talcen place since 
[11.30 p.m.] in the islands, and if Mr 

Brenan honestly believed what he 
stated on oath in the witness-box that clay, he 
was morally responsible for what took place. 
That is the po"ition, and one of the men who 
was murdered has left a poor unfortunate 
widow. It is just as well to know how that 
matter took place. This is a reply which came 
from the immigration agent also---

I \BOI'R ScuonNEn. '' C'LA~~}L\K.'' 

:>Ir. WOODS (Wootlwkata) asked the Chief Secre­
tar~r-

Uns he any objectiou to laying upon the table of the 
House the evidence taken in connection with the 
labonr schooner ~>Clansman," together with Policn 
l\Iagistrate Ra.nldn's rep'Jrt thereon ~ '· 

The CHIEF SECRETAitY (!Ion. A. }forgan. Warwick) 
replied-

As in order to be tabled the evidence and the report 
must first be copied, and as the copying of so much 
manuscript would entail considerable labour and ex­
pense, I recommend the hon. member to visit tlw Chief 
Secretary's O!Iice, and there C"f(amin.e the papers. 

It was my intention, if it had not been so late, 
to have put the whole of the evidence in 
Hansard, as I have it here; but, seeing that the 
Premier is laid up, I do not intend to do it, 
but to state briefly my opinion in connection 
with the matter. I also asked the Premier-

JYlCRDErt OF rr. P. }IcCOi'\\"!LU·;. 

:.\Ir. WOODS asked tbe Chief Seeretary-
1. Has he anv official information hl counedion 

with the murder' of trader '1\ P . .JicConvillc hy nath:cs 
at the Solomon Islands. as revorted in the Po;·t Douglas 
Recorrl, of 31)th June. 1905, information supplied from 
the steamer" 3Iore.:;b_y" ~ 

2. If so, 'vill liC supply such information to the 
House~ 

The CHIEF SECRE1'ARY l'Cplied-

'l'hc answer to No. 1 is "Xo." 

I would like to know if it is possible for the 
steamer '' JYioresby" to come from Brisbane, 
and report in Port Douglas and other ports 
that this murder took place, and the immigra­
tion agent not to know it. He did not know 
anything about the '' Clansm·an ;" but what do 
we find took place at the inquiry? He gave a 
Teply to the question I asked in the House, 
evidently trying to make out that what I said 
was untrue, but I had the sworn statements 
of the persons affected, otherwise I would not 
have taken any notice of them. When the 
inquiry took place, somebody got at that 
particular seaman, and when he went into the 
witness-box he was absolutely unfit to give evi­
dence. I am not accusing the immigration 
agent of doing it, but when they saw how the 
evidence was going, they turned immediately 

(Mr. Woods. 

round and sheltered themselves behind the 
poor unfortuna~e Government agent. I think 
it is time something was clone in connection 
with this matter. In view of what came out in 
evidence, I submitted a proposal w hi eh the 
immigration agent put his foot on, and it is 
j L!st as well to mention the proposal which I 
made to the Government, which is as 
follows:-

Brisbnnc, 21th }'ebruary, 1905. 
To tlte Hon. the Chief Secretary, Bri~bane. 

Sir.-f have the honour to inform yon that with 
rcfcreuc~'' to the rna.tter nf the rctnrn of " boys · to the 
islands, as the re-;nlt of the'' Clansman" iuvestiga.tion, 
I have institutccl inquiries rc,.;anling the adapt'tbilit.\" 
of the Q.G.S. "T.Jtwind~t" for ut<o in pl):ce or the vre~eut 
privateJy-o,vned vessels. The rc:mlt of my labours 
has be>Jn to .. a.tisJy me thq,t tile '• IAteinda'' would not 
be a suitahle means of tran~:port owing to her insuffi­
cient coal-carrying C'tpaeit= nnd other reasons of a 
similar nature. I now, therefore, lJropose that the s.s. 
'' Ott~)e" should he u~e-1 for ! he work or eonveying­
rr-tnrn~ to the islands. lecLvin:; the'· Ln('incla" to take 
np the dnlios herctofor.·. performed by the •· Otter." 
'l'llis lJoat {'OU\d take in a fnrther supply of coal at 
Tmvn~ville 1f found f!ecessary. There will be up"'·anls 
of r-.000 kanakas t.o be deported after ;U::,t December, 
190fL As employer.~ have to deposit £5 ±or the return 
of each boy to his island home, t\Je Tn tsury would 
gren,tly benefit out of the £30,000 thns deposited. 'rhe 
''Otter" ~honld cxactlv made a trip a month, thereby 
sadng the great expollse now incunerl. which on the 
"CJ:-msrn~m's" la~t tnp reached over £700 for l3.J rr~urns. 
'l'hi~ would go into tlw hands of the Government.. less 
working ex ;lenses. in~tead of into tlle pockets or pri vato 
individu:tls, who hitherto have carried ont the dnties 
in snf:h an unsati~factory manner, as disclosed during 
the .. Clnnsman" inctuiry, as to utterly preclude their 
further (·ngagement, that hi if it is dt-.:'iired not to leave 
a l'onl blot on the ..;tate records for all time. It is daily 
growing more and more apparent to me that planters 
generally are quietly takin~ an nndue advantage of the 
provi:dons of the Federal Act by re-engaging '·boys" 
right up to :-:nst Doeember, 19l>G, a move \Vllich will 
tend to seriously ;1amper the State Government in its 
steps to seem·~ the return of all kanakas by thEJ time 
specified in the Act. 

I have the following proposal to submit to you, with 
the object of having the same forwarded to the l!'edera.l 
Government for approval:-

}iy proposition is that the re-engaging of "boys,, 
whose time has expired Hhould cea::.'e in the ~outhern 
port tons of the State altogether from 30th June, 19((1, 
that Bnnaaber;:r, Bowen, and Mack;ty planters be per~ 
mltted to re-engage for twelve months only; that in the 
Northern or tropical portions of the State. including 
Cairns and J.fosman, re-engagements be permitted np to 
eighteen months. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I cannot at present 
see the relevancy between the letter which 
the hon. member is reading and the amend­
ment he has moved. 

lv1r. WOODS: If you will allow me, I will 
show where the relevancy comes in. This pro­
posal was submitted to the Premier, and he 
refused to accept it. 

It is therefore incumbent upon tho Queensland Go~ 
vernmeut to take such steps as will prevent any con~ 
fusion arising from the possibility of having to deport 
to the islanlL, :-;o large a body of kanakas by the pre­
scribed date of :51-.:t December. 1Dfl(i. I would also :-<ug­
gest that one o1· two intelligent islanders be engaged as 
interprt~ters so that all islanders tu ay be rctnrncd to 
their own villages, and thus prevent :..ny further 
outrage and other scandals as disclosed by the "Clans~ 
man" inquiry. 

I perr·eive herein a '\"Cry grave and probable dilnger 
and menaee to the peace. security, and moral welthre 
of our population If a htrgc number of unemployed 
kanakas are permitted to hnng about th~ towns and 
cities of the State a.w:-titiug deportation. llndcr these 
(~ircumstanees. therefon·, I thin{( that. t11e adoption of 
my pruposals above detailed will lead to the h;!ppy and 
satisfactory solution of all difliculties which seem to me 
as likely to present themselves. 

I have, etc., 
]I. J. R. Woons. 

'rhe immigration agent reported on this that 
the " Otter " was entirely unsuitable for the 
work. I want to show what the immigration 
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agent wanted. Instead of using the Govern­
ment ship "Otter," and the funds going into 
the Treasury that are now going into the 
pockets of private owners, he wanted the Go­
vunment to purchase the "Lady Norman" 
from a private owner, and allow the owner to 
run the vessel for the return of the islanders. 
I have not taken any undue advantage of the 
immigration agent. When the Immigration 
Estimates came on the other night, it was my 
intention to have dealt with the matter on 
that particular vote, but seeing that the 
Premier >vas laid up I naturally thought that 
that Estimate would be held over, and the 
Treasurer would take his own Estimates ; con­
sequently I went away, and the Estimates 
went through. I sent word through the 
under Secretary to the Premier, so that I 
should not raise a charge in the Chamber 
against a public officer without. first letting 
the PrPnlicr kllO\\' that I wa~ go1ug to do lt,, 
I asked tho 1J nder Secretary to send word to 
11fr. Brenan that when tho resolutions were 
put to the House l intended to deal with the 
''Clansman" inquiry. I have carried out that 
duty. Owmg to what has taken place, I do 
not think there is any necessity whatever for 
that officer at the Immigration Depot. His 
action in connection \Yith the "Clans1nan" 
case is sufficient to prove that he has not 
done his duty. He did not examine the ship 
when she came back. ~\s a matt"r of fact, 
he did not know the condition of the ship or 
what stores were in her. 'There is also this 
point to be considered: That when the boat 
was examined during the inquiry something 
leaked out that was more serious than the 
tobacco. It was a secret door leading from 
the cabin to a certain hatch. I ask hon. 
members to judge for themselves what this 
secret door was there for. [Mr. PAGET: 
Was that in evidence?] Yes. The most 
singular thing was that the captain of the 
vessel was never summoned to g1ve evidence, 
The excuse was that he had gone to Hono­
lulu or somewhere, while, as a matter of 
fact, he was in Sydney. He has been to 
Brisbane since, and why was he not ex­
amined then? I have nothing more to say 
on this matter. I think I have done my duty 
as a public man. The Government gave me 
every assistance so far as the inquiry was con. 
cerned, and I do not blame them. The man 
I blame is the man who tampered with the 
witnesses. I ask the Attorney-General what 
he would do with a man who tampered with 
his witnesses? Every witness that gave evi­
dence at th,ct inquiry was tampered with before 
he went mto the witm'"-box by the immigration 
agent, and certainly not by Mr. \Voolcock. 

The SPEAKER : Is the amendment seconded? 
There being no seconder, the amendment Lcpsed. 
Original question put and passed. 

METROPOLITAX J<'ISH MARKET BILL. 
JYIESSAGE FRO:>! THE Ccn;:s-ciL. 

The SP }~AKER annonnced t,he receipt of a 
me~sage from the Council, returning this Bill 
without amendment. 

DAIRY PRODUCE AJYLEKDMENT BILL. 
JYh;ssAGE l<'ROM THE Coc-NOIL. 

Th•J SPEAKER annonnced the receipt of a 
message from the Council, returning this Bill 
with an amendment, in which they requested the 
concurrence of the A"sembly. 

Ordered, that tbe n;essage be taken into con­
eideration in committee to-rnorrow. 

The House adjourned at twelve minutes to 12 
o'clock. 
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