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1614 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Iderawa,y P1wchase Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

IVED:-IESDAY, lii Non:'fBEH, 1903. 

The SPE.-\K,:R (Hon. Sir A. :-1. Cowley, Hcr~cJ•t) 
took the ch&ir at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 
SEUTIO:-IAL EAR:-IIXGS ON RAIL\\'AYS. 

Mr. HLi\IILTON (Grcr;ory) asked the Secre­
tary for Railway··-

1. \Vhat h:L$ been the loss or gain in working ex­
penses on the En1erald to Springsnre nail way eaeh year 
since being opened: 

2. Wllat has been the additioualloss oe interest on 
capital expenditure on the aboYc railway each year 
since being opened: 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. A . .:Ylorgan, Wccrwick) replied-

l and 2. Statement. shovi'iug the loss on the Spring­
sure Branch Rail Wity each year from the date of open­
ing to :50th .June, HJ05~ 

Year. 
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720 
3.0~.\D 
8,-174 
H,67H 
8,25U 
7,427 
5 b:J:l 
fi,,)l8 
3./9;) 
6.179 
u.:Jt'll) 
6,081 
O,!JS2 
5,218 
o,OG:J 
5,0.9 
6.1-77 
G,l±l 
5,821 

BcsH ~FIRE~ IN 0HARLEY1LLE DrsTHICT. 

Mr. P . . }. LEAHY (Warrcr;o) asked the Sec-
retary for Hail \Nays-- ' 

1. I~ he mv~re that severe lnu~h fire~ lmn~ occurred in 
the Cha.rlcvi!lc di~triet, a uti that whole runs and selec­
tions arc in consequence without gra:.-s ~ 

2. Does h, know that le.;;sees attribute these fires 
to the raihvay trains~ 

8. Do engille-clrivers a,nd firemen clean the fin~boxPs 
of the engines anrl shovel ont livn clinkers and ashes 
while the train:-; are travelling:~ 

·i. If so, will ~tops l>e taken to stop thiB practice~· 
5. \Viil the Government eompcn:<atc the p~tstoral 

lessees and se1eetors \V hose gra~s has been destroyed by 
fires f'lm~ed ir: this ln\lnner? 

G. 1nn the Government in these ca:o;es convey stock 
free of charge by rail t.o places where gra.~s ~can be 
obtained? 

The SJ<~CRETAUY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

1 and 2. The Di~triet. l~ngincer. Rorna, reports that 
bush fires ha ye been bnrning for some time bntween 
Charlevillc and :J.1nngallala, and. so far as he could 
ascertain, tbe tlres started some distance frvm the rail­
way line. 

3 and <.t. Engine~drivers and firemen haYe special 
instruction.;: not to clean the fireboxe,. or throw out 
elinl\:cr while the train is travelLing. 

5 and 6. See answer to 1\To. I. 

RoiiiA Mr:":EHAr~ OrL CoMPANY. 

Mr. LESIN A asked the Secretary for Mines-
1. })oes the 1Iinistcr know that the metnhers of the 

Roma rown Couueil are all, or ne:trly all, directors of 
the Roma, .Jlineral Oll Company~ 

2. Are the town derk and hi;;; assi:-::tant tlle secretaries 
of the company~ 

3. Arc the company's offic8t< in the Il.oma 'rown Hall? 

4. Does the .Jlinistcr kno\V that. to quote the words 
of the eompany's prospectus, "n, )01) s.haros \'rill be 
issned as l'nlly prtitl~np shares to the llromoters as pay­
ment for tlteir interest in the mineral lease as well as 
the Government grant of £2,500'' ~ 

5. Does he know that if the company strikes gas or 
watet· the :;upply of gas and water in the Roma 'l'own 
Bore will almost certainly be cnt off!' 

6. Should this happen, will thr Government agree to 
compensate the l{oma people t'or tllis loss citlH~r by a 
grant or 'hy agreeing not to demand payment of the 
£7,00J lent for the purpose of laying on gas from the 
bore~ 

7. ·will the :.\Iinister, as promised, lay all papers in 
conneetion witll this matter on the table of the 
House~ 

8. If the papers do not contain the names of all the 
members of the syndjcate to \Yhich the graut of £2.500 
was made by the GmTernment, will the ~Iinister 
cudeavour to obtmn this information:-

The SECRETAHY FOR :\fiNES (Hon. J. 
IV. Blair, Ipswich) rcplied-

1. Xo definite knowledge, but ha,vc heard. that such 
is the ('asc. 

2. I,etters h::1se been ret·eiyed hy the department from 
the Roma Town CounciL F-igne1l by G. L. Ct'.}'st.al, as 
clerk of tlle eouneil, and al~o rrolll G. L. CrystaL as 
E.eaetary of the Roma Oil Boring Company. · 

3. Have no knowlf'dge. 
t. X o. A copy of the pro~ pectus has not been fur­

nished to the department. 
5 . .So. 
6. 3IattCJ' may recei\·c eonsideration should. con­

tinge m·,· arhe. 
7. Yes. 
8. Yes. 

UXRMPLOYED AT \VQOJ!BYE. 
J\Ir. LESIXA (C/c7·nwnt) asked the 'l'rea-

surer~ 

I~ it true that certain unemployed men '.Yho have 
settled at Woornbyf and are at prL~Cilt ilt suclt a uesti­
tute cotHlition that they are liviug on wallaby and 
pumpkin.;, h;tve applied for rations and tools to the 
Treasurer and been refu~e:l't-l 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Kidston, 
Rocklwmpton) replied--

! have not heard of any settlers at \\-oombye being 
in sneh def.l.t.itute circumstances, nor llas any snch 
application been made to me. 

J\Ir. LESINA asked the 'l'reasurer, without 
notice-

If the!:'e men apply for rations and tools \Vill he givf' 
consicleratioll to their claims~ 

The TREASL'RER replied-
Ye~. Consideration is always given in such case~. 

IDERAWAY ESTATE SPECIAL 
PGRCHASE BILL. 

PnOPOSRJ> INTHOIJUCTWN. 

On the motion of the S:b~CRETARY FOR 
PUBLlO LANDS (Hon .• J. '1'. Bell, D«l/Jy), it 
was form oily resolved-

'l'hat the House will, at its next sittin~, resolve itself 
into a Comm1ttee of the "~hole t.o eonsider the desirable­
ness of introdncing a BiH to make provision for the 
purehasA of the Id era way Estate, in tile Bm·nett. district, 
for settlement nndct· the Agricultural L'!.nds Purchase 
Acts, 183± to 1801. 
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THANE TO GOONDIWINDI RAILWAY. 

The i:lECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
moved-

That the Speaker do :Jaw leTve the chair, and the 
Hon::;e re~olve it,..;elf into a. Committee ot' tile \.Yhole to 
considm· the following resolutions:-

(1) That the House approves of the plan, section, an cl 
book of reference of the proposed exLension of the 
Goontliwindi hl'aneh line, frow 'l'h:me to Goondh'i'indi, 
in length lOL llliles 11· ch:tin~, as laid. upon tile t~tblc of 
the House on 'l'uo:-day, tlle :)lst day of October, l9U5. 

(2} 'l'tlat the ptan, srction, and. hook of refe!·cuee be 
forwarded to the I.Jegislntive CounciL for their approval, 
by message in the usnal fm·m. 

Question put and passed. 

CmnnTTEE. 

'fhe SECRE'fARY FOR RAILWAYS, in 
;moving the resulu tions, said : Next to the rail~ 
way which the H,mse a"ented to yesterday­
the Richmond-Cloncurry line-he regarded the 
proposed line through the Goomliwimli district 
as the most important railway enterprise which 
the State could undertake at the present time. 
(Hear, hear!) It would secure for their railways 
and for the port of Brisbane the trade of a new 
province. The district to be opened up was rich 
1n resources. It was not a di8trict in which 
there was merely one industry. It was a dis­
trict of varied resource-s, and in which varied 
industries might be successfully prosecuted. In 
the country to be traversed there were timber 
resources equal to anything in the coastal or 
interior districts. He knew of no district in 
Queensland in which there were finer belts of 
hardwood, particularly spotted gum and iron­
bark, than in the district on the Herries 
Range, 10 or 12 miles west of Thane. There 
would be no difficulty in obtaining sufficient 
sleeper and bridg-e timber to construct this rail­
way, or, indeed, the construction of a railway 
right through to the South Australian border; 
and he looked forward to the time when the 
fMests of that district would be drawn upon for 
the supply ot rail way sleepe'" for export. The 
di~trict was a,lso rich in rnineral resources. In 
the Thane's Creek, Ta!gai, and Canal Creek dis­
tricts gold had been found in considerable quan­
titie~, and those who were competent to form an 
opinion had expressed the view that the geld­
mining industry of the district would be as 
active son1e day as it was up to the time when 
the Gymrie rush broke out and attr<1cted the 
miners from Thane's Creek and Talgai. Silver 
was also found, and at least one mine had been 
worked at a vrofit. The trade of the district in 
'\vhich that s1lver-rnining was carried on would 
come to thP line the construction of which he 
was now lJropn.sing. But, while these indus~ 
tries were important, they were not 111ore irn­
portant th<1n, if indeed they were as impor­
tant as, the agr-icnltural industry which 
would be developed by the construction of the 
l'ailway. In prn])("ing it to the Committee, he 
felt that he was labouring under a disability in 
speaking to rnernbl'3rs, v~ry fe\v of whorn, un­
fortunately, had had an opportunity of visiting 
the district. He could have wished that a very 
large number of mernbers had bad the oppor­
tunity of visiting the Goondiwindi district. 
Had that been the case, he was quite s•ue that 
his task in recommending the proposal would 
have been very much lighter than it was. The 
district was a very fine one. Its capabilities 
for agricultural development were equal to any 
district on the western side of the range, ;.:;ave 
and except perhaps those immediately abut­
ting on the foothill-; of the range. Hon. mem­
bers were aware that cont:'iderallle agricultural 
development had already taken place in the 
Texas district, where the tobacco crop of Queens-

land was grown. The quality of the leaf was 
excellent, and it connnanded top prices in com­
petition with the best tobacco grown in Aus­
tralia. (:\Ir. LESINA: Grown by Chows chiefly.] 
He hoj,ed the day would come when that 
objection would be removerl, and they would see 
the industry prosecnted successfully by white 
labour. Tobacco was grown all along the valley 
of the i:levern, from Texas to Inglewnor!. The 
soil had also proved beyond qnestion to be admir­
ably adapted for the cultivation of wheat. It 
was light in character compared with the he>tYier 
soils of the Darling DownR; but the wheat grown 
on the light soils of the Severn and Macintyre 
Brook country was of better quality than the 
wheat grown on the richer eoil cf the Darling 
Downs. Besides being capable of producing 
tobacco and wheat of g·ood r1uality, it was 
equally suitable for the production of root 
crops and hay. Then there was the pastoral 
industry. The country had long been known as 
one of the best of queensland'-; wool-producing 
districts. \Vool g-rown on the Macintvre conntn· 
had always commanded a high price on the 
London market, and that the country was well 
arlapted for woolgrowing was proved by the fact 
that there was a brge number of grazing selectors 
in the district and that the majority of them were 
doing remarkably well. He would point out that 
between the 29th parallel of south latiturle-that 
was the southern border of ~2ueensland as far 
east as :Vlungindi-aml the 28th parallel there 
werf' wore Rheep depastured than in any similar 
area in Queensland. [i\lr. GRAYSOX: It can CMry 
ten times as heavily.] That was undoubtedly the 
ca-.e. In 18Dil, a few years before the drought, 
betwc-m the 29th and 2Hth parallels there were 
3,ii00,000 sheep depastured; between the 2Rth 
and 27th parallels there were 1,1:1(i,OOO sheev; 
between the 27th and 26th parallels there were 
1,159.000 ; and between the 26th and 23th 
pamllels, 1,397,000 ,beep. Thoee numbers had 
been diminished by the drou!?"ht., lJut it was still 
true that between the 29th and 28th parallels 
there were more sheep depastnred than between 
any other two p>trallels in Q•Jeenblm.d. The line 
would traverse a district already settled, and it 
was cnp>tble of suppnrtir>g a very much larger 
popL1lation. It would open up a large area of 
countr.y suitable for agricultural Rettlerrlent. 
Taki11g Texas, on the StJvern ltiver, as the n1ost 
easterly point that would be influenced by the 
construction of the rail way, they bad the whole 
of the Texas country already occupied and cul­
tivated. Proceeding north and west to Ingle­
wood and Beebo and \Vvenw, all the country 
between the Brook and the i:levern in the 
neighbourhood of Lag-onr>a and Terra J\1ellis 
was adapted for agricultural settlement, and 
capable of supporting settlernent as close as 
that which obtained in the Darling Downs 
country. Indeed, for certain purpose,, it was 
better adapted for agricultural .-.ettlernent. 
Ilound about there \VaR a vety largP area suitable 
for wheat and tobacco growing. There was also 
a very large area north of the line. The Lands 
Department had Jlrepared a map "howing the 
area uf Crown lands >Wailable and the area of 
land contained in leases which would shortly 
fall due, all of which would, in the course of 
timP, be made avaibble for close settlement. 
[Mr. ThlACARTNEY: Have you that map av.til­
able '!] It had not Leen reproduced, but he 
would show it tr> the hon. member. 1\Iuch of the 
trade of the district, unfortunately, already went 
to :0:'ewcastle and i:lydney. 'fo show to what 
extent that was the case, he would refer to the 
figures which had been obtained frolll the Cus­
toms Department a few yc-~rs ago, when tbe line 
wa' last before the House. The retum suvplied 
to him by the Customs authoritie,; :<ome five years 
ago showed that the value of the trade from 

Hon. A. M organ.] 
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the borr!er districte which pa'Sed to the New 
So1nh \Vales rccilways a,nr\ ports was £16G,OOO a 
year. He bad not bPen able to obtain the 'ame 
information no\v, owing to the closure of the 
border Cnstoms station~, but hP ha f nn reasun 
to lwlieve that the vol11me of trade had diminished 
to any extent. Possibly it had increaHed. How­
ever, the figures he had j"st qu.,ttd should be 
taken seriow:.;lv into considPratiun by the Com­
mittee. The hulk of the trade of the district 
now went t() N ewe tt'tle and Sydney, anrl., unh~ss 
the Parliament of Queensland supplied the dis­
trict ·with the railway con1munic:-ttion for want 
of which it had so long been languishing, the 
remaining portinn of the trade which Queens­
land now retained would abo go to ::-Je\vcastle 
and Sydney. The fact that the bulk of that 
trade had already left them was entirely their 
own fault. 'While they h,vl been idle, their 
neighbours to the south bar! been active. If 
hon. members took the trouble to look at the 
railway map of Qneensland and N0w South 
\Vales which he had had prepared by the 
Railway staff, they would see how active their 
neigh hour,; hac\ been in their eff•n ts to captme 
the trade of the s,.uthern district of Queem.land. 
[Mr. LESINA: Are we not, all brutbers now 
under federation?] They were all supposed to 
be brothers in that Committee, but at times they 
did not display that brothrerly opirit which one 
would expect tn characteris~ Rnch an Assembly, 
(Laughter.) He was afmid the brotherly SJ,irit 
or the federal spirit did not enter very largely 
into bu:-:ine8f.:, and the States were a~ k~en in 
looking after Uwir own interests to-da;-· as they 
were before ft->deration wa::; consumn1ated. Al­
ready New South \Vale•J had built a railway to 
1;ourke, and they had a bnnch from there to 
Bre\varrina. TCnrthPr A~tRt there was a line to 
::\'"arrabri and 1Ioree. _\ branch line was now 
nnder con:-;truction to \-Vallgett., and a branch 
from th::tt branch norLh-weste< ly to Collar­
indabri. Collarindabri was only 50 <•r GO miles 
south of the Queensland borrler at a point 
nearly due .snutb of bt. George. ~[oree \vas 
almost due south of Goondiwindi, and there was 
also a line to t l1e ea;..;tw:ud frorr1 l\f oree to 
Inverell, dne >onth of the moot southern point of 
Queensland at ;y[ount Haystack. In addition to 
all those lines, they had 'urveyed a line from 
l'>Ioree to Boggahilla, just across the border 
fro1n Goondiwindi 1 ttnd another to l\lungindi 
further West. Alrw"iy their neighbours had 
spent more than £:1,000.000 in constructing those 
lines to the vicinity of our southern border; and 
that in itself was evidence of the value they 
attached to the tra<le of that portion of Queens­
land territory ; and he was disposed to think­
though he would not openly say oo-that our 
neighbours were to some extent influenced in 
extending their rail ways so near to the Queens­
land border by the fact that they would have to 
depend not only upon the trade of their own 
territnry, but that they would also be able to 
gather some tmcle from the district, to the north 
of the border. It was not reasonable to suppose 
that the attraction of a 70-mile belt of country 
to the north of their railways was sufficient to 
justify so large an expenditure of public money, 
and, had there not been trade from across the 
border to secure, some at least of those lines 
would not ha,•e been \milt. The real object, 
of courRe, was not the trade of the nanow strip 
of New South vVales territory, but the vast trade 
of the territory between the rail hfads of theN HW 

So nth \Vale;; rail ways and the \Vestern railw~ty 
in Queensland-trade which C2ueensland, in its 
want of wisdom in the past, ha,d neglected from 
a railway point of view. Queensland had all 
the advantage of position. Moree, which was 
the most northerly point of the New South 
Wales rail way system in that district, was 513 

[Hon. A. M organ. 

miles from Sydney. The distance from Goondi­
windi to Bri,bane by the railway now proposed 
and the Pxistiug linA wnuld be 290 rnilP~, Hhow­
ing a differ1~nce of 22:i miles in favour of BrisrJ~:Ule 
as the shipping nort for the trade of the district. 
[~Ir. KRN><A: How far is Moree from G-oondi­
win<li '!] Ab.mt 7;) miles. '!'he district, was a 
very fine district, and onr safeguard hitherto had 
been the fact that the road to Mnree traversed 
heavy blacksoil pl'' ins, and was not trafficable in 
wet wmther. Though onr neighb,nrs had spent 
sn much rnoney in building so rnany rail ways 
thren,tening nur border districts, it was clear, on 
looking at the map, that the expenditure of the 
small sum of money required to bnild this line 
would piRCP Queensland in the position of being 
able to hnld her own against the efforts of 1\ew 
South \Vales to capture our trade. It must 
be quite clear th<tt, one. line running parallel 
with the horrl• r would effectually checkmate the 
New South \Vale~ linf;,, nnmerom;; as they \Vf're, 

which impinged at right angles to our border, 
particularly when the objective of this line­
Gotmdi windi-was onlyahont 20ltnile~from Bris~ 
bane, \vherea~ the nearest dL.;tance to Svrlney by 

tbP.lnnst direct rou~efrun1l\foree '''as 
[4 p.m.] ill3 miles. He hod already referred 

to the t.rade exi::;ting, <'tnd indicatPd 
thA p'1:::sibi1ities of devPlopment frnrn a pastoral, 
agricnltnral, an(l rnining point of vie\v, and ~e 
said agai" nnhesit:ctingly, as he had alre,Hly soJd 
in the Chamber on n1ore than one occasion, that 
the hest interests of the State and the interests 
of the port of Brisbane demanded emphatically 
that this rail way should be constrnetHL And 
not only t11nAe intr,re..:.ts hut the railwny inter{jsts 
of the State called for the construction of the 
railwa:v. and in that opinion he \V<JS supported in 
empha.tic ternlS by tbP Cmrnnissioner fnr Rail­
ways. [ }[r. LESIXA: \Vhich report? The made­
to-order report nr the other one'?] The made-to­
orrler report? [Mr. LRSIX.'\ : Yes, it differs very 
much fwm the other one.] He was sorry that 
the hun. member had made that reflection on the 
ComnTi~:sioner. [::\'Ir. LE~IXA: The Corrnnissioner 
is a very weak rnan, yon know.] It W:1s a, very 
gross reflection. The Cnmmi."=Rloner'fi advocacy 
of thiR railway was nut "' matter of to-day or 
yesterday, and if he had to draw the cl eduction 
from what the hon. member said-that the report 
\Vas written at his (~Ir. 1\lorgan's) suggEstion or 
dictation-he would have no difficult;- in answer­
ing the Sllg'g"eRtion-a very base f'ug~estion~?y 
q noting from a revort by the present Cnmmls­
sioner for Itail ways ten years .ago, when he was 
the general traffic manager. He hoped the hon. 
member would give him his attention. [Yfr. 
LESIXA: I am listening.] Mr. Thullon, reporting 
to the Rail \vay Comn1issioners ten year~ ago on 
the subject of milway communication with the 
Sonth-wes' ern districts, sald-

I preff'r the \Yarwick route because the distance from 
the seaboard to tbe rieh district south of :)t. George 
and Ounnamnlla is ::;bortm· than rid Charleville or 
Yeulb(t. 1'he distanec ·vid Charleville to Cnnn:-tmnlht 
will be 618 miles, hnt as it willl)e ncPe:'sary to go south 
of ( Ul:namnlla to INtke sure of tbe trarte, we may put 
it down at 650 miles. The distance 'i. id \Y:trwiek to the 
1YaTrego would be 568 miles, and if thL Ipswicb~\Yar­
wick line were con~t1·ucted only 500 miles. The same 
proportions apply in the ease of the di.~trict south of 
St. Ceorge. The traffic to and from these districts 
being competitive, the rates rnnst Hot he based on 
mileage but on the Xew South \Vales rates to and from 
Sydney, so that the residents will not suffer, so far as 
freight is cnnccrned, on account of the e1rcuitous route 
if Charleville be adop: ed; but the depftrtment must 
lose in having to work 650 miles for the same amount 
as it might charge for 500 mHes, and the inhabitants 
would lmve a standing grievance in the greater time 
occnpiep.. 

Two railways could be made te the district south of 
St. Gem·ge and south of Cunnamulla-namely. one from 
Yeulba. 140 miles, and one from Cha,rleville, 160 miles, 
total 300 miles ; and these (although they would not 
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touch the Goondhvinrti c1istrict) wnnld, I believe, secure 
the pn~~ent competitixe trade: hut in tl1e long run 
they \YOuill prove fccdert> to ~ew sontll Wale~, a.ud 
afu;r all be llOt untch le-.;s thnn the 1cugth of OI1C line 
from \Varwi··k I ~m :-;tron;.dy of opinwn, therefore, 
that our aUdit lowtl r<Lilway sllrml1l rnu Pa:->t and west--­
not not·tn and sonth-and ·so !"ICOul'e the tradt• to Bris­
bane for ~~ver antl eyer. Thu line should run f1·om 
Vrarwiel\: to GOOlldiwmdi, 01' uear it, the nee a::-; near the 
border as be eon~isteut with tlle policy of lllHking 
a good, cheap line. 

The re~idcnts of the St. George amt Cnnnamul!a 
districts would donbtle.-:s be a' \Yell served by a..n 
extension of the Xe'v :South Trales line" ft'Ol!l :\arralJri 
and Bonrkc, and they woul(l probably eost. le~.:;;. Po,.si!Jly 
that will be done if the long*talkt·d-of fPderrttion comes 
about. but the port. of BrL~h;-we wonl(l, in that etf;e, 
Jose the trade for ever, and it is not tu be thought of by 
Qucen.o::lauders. 

That was a complete answer to the interjection 
ma,de a few rninute:.:: ago by the hun. rnr •nber for 
Clermont. [:\ir. LE~fNA: lie. knows this pro­
po;;ed line to be a fr,,ud-it is n" g-outl.] ·what 
\Vas the history of tbi~ railway'? Tht> rnoney fnr 
its con::-;truction was inelud{-'d in the Lvan Esti­
rnates in 18~4. The plans of the fin•t ~kction 
were submitted to ParlianlPIH in 1SSG, and 
passed by the Assembly, bnt were rejec·ed by 
the casting vote of the Presiding Chairman in 
anoth~--'1' pLee. It tllight. be intert'sting to quote 
a brit·f pa::;se1ge fnnu the report of t .e Couucil 
Cntnruit.tt>e, tu whorn the pl·uJ.-; were referred in 
18~0. 'rbis \Va.-; lJaragraph 1 of the report~ 

'l1he eYidcuce taken sltow . .;; that the eonstrtwlion of a 
border railway i~ sonncl pnblie poliey, becan:-<e it will 
retain ·within tlle colony the trach·) alott:.; tlte bm·der of 
Soutlwrn Qnee •Sland. which now yas::;es to a..Htl t"rom 
Sew Sont.h Whles. 

The cmnrnittf'tJ conelurled with a rennmmen­
dnt.inn that the li11e be c'mstructed. Tbe pro· 
posal failed in the Conucil f"t" tlw reawn be had 
.'Stated, l'y the casting votP of the Chainuan. A 
year laLe.r ':he plan~ W:.?re again~ ur n1itted tn the 
As.-:etnbly, bnt n, minorit.Y of the House ::-;uccess­
fully stonewalled the motion for their adovtion. 
He had a di~tinct recollection of what tran­
spired, and thel"e were smne interesting incidents 
of the .-.touewal] of the plans on thnt occasion. 
There wa~ a cor11binatiun between tbe squatters 
and the penple intPrested in rival routt-.s, and the 
result of the cmnlJinu.tinn wa'3 that tbe adoption 
of the plan' was blocked, and the matter re­
ll1ained until1889, when it ag~dn came forward as 
the subject of th~ communication which he had 
jnRt rertd fro1n the Conuni:s.sione1· ftlr Hailways, 
Mr. Thallnn, who was then general traffic rnana~ 
ger . .1\stowhether the route now pr11posed was the 
right route to adopt for this railway, be thought 
there could be no dot:!bt, but he would just. like to 
quote a pas~age from the report (If tlw chief rail­
way surveyor, 11r. Lethem, the officer in charge of 
surveys at thetirne, who made an iliSJ18Ction of this 
and other routes for the propr<sed r;;ilway to the 
South-west. Mr. Le them reported that the \V,n­
wick route wa.;;; the1nost frPe from prickly pear, and 
had the la• ge.-t extent uf settlement., th;;t the pros­
pects (1£ further close st·ttleinent were grt·ater on 
the \Varwick rout-e than any other, and that the 
\V,uwick route was the best' route to secure the 
border trade. Those were the findiug.;; of that 
officer, and he thoug-ht tht,se who knew him 
would know that he was an officer to whose re­
conln1enda_tionR the very greatebt respect should 
be pair!. In lHOl, the late Government brought 
down the plans of the first section from \V arwick 
to Thane; the House a[Jprm,ed of the plans, and 
the line had been built. It hrtd been workillg a 
little more than twelve months, and the financial 
result had been better than in the majority of 
cases of bt anch lines. The line had not only 
paid worldng PXpen~et:, but had returned smne~ 
thing over~ per cent. on the capital invested. 
He would point out that that line was only 25 
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miles in length, not nearly long Gur,ugl! to in­
fluence the trade of the Cntundiwindi.:vl acintyre 
deb:ttable drstrict, to which this milv,ay was 
vrojected. He had not the least cluniJt that when 
the line wns tHken to GliODtli\vindi a large pro­
portion of the trade now lost to (.).neensland 
would be recovered, and that the line wot!ld 
realise the anticipa.tions thH CmnmiR..,itJ:lfT had 
fonned of it. The Commit:..,,ione:c had written 
him only a few t:JOrJths ago in these tel'ln~-

I have the honour to draw your attention to the 
att~chel'l cxtraets from the .Sydney daily pavers, ·which 
shO\v that pres~nre 1s ben·g brougllt.to lJe;tr on the 1'\ew 
:South \Vales Govt-~rnrnent to extend tbei.1· lirws fmm 
l\:Iorec to Jlnngi.ncli. nnd Boggabilin. 'l'hc avO\ved object 
it;; to capture the QueeniilaJ1d trade, ancl it is grat.ifymg 
to re~Hl t.hat the 7\limster WhO received the dc:put.ation 
poi.nted out that this wa~ not a proper (Jbject. It i:3~ 
indeed, a. most. improper one, espeeially a·1 tlns SLate is 
now ext-ending it.s lines we~t.-wnnt from \\Tarwick, uotto 
gtdn )le\V South ·wales trade, but to aceowutodttt('J tlle 
ver_y oi:striPt in Qtteensla.ucl which the Sydney deputa­
tioui~ts :-<cck to eaptu1e. 

.As nothmg detiuite hns been done, and ::\ew South 
\Vales <'nnuoi pos~ibly gratify the deputation for aeon­
Rit1erablo time, I \vould reeommend that we pn!-'h on 
our \Y est ern line from Thane a:- quickly as pos.5ible. 

I endo::;o a map of the Southern portion of (lueenR­
laud awl the nonlleru part of :{ew .Sont.ll Wal<'::., from 
wlliell ean be st·en at a. g-lanc.:c the railways now built. 
and under eoustruction. 

It W(Juld Le seen t!w.refoTc that the Comlnls­
sioner uurl rht:l officer in charge<.,£ surveys, who 
had both been over thi~• dil:'trict, h.;,J he-dn so 
irnprei"<sed, not only wit.h the i1nportanuo uf re­
coverilt~ tbe trade which had been lost 1 tmt \Vith 
the pm.;sibility of developing a Yery nwch laru·er 
trade than now exi~ted tht>re, thH.t. U~ey 
had no he:-;itat ion in l'PC(Hnlnending the corl­
struction of t:tis line. He bad himBc:lf w; hesi­
tation in recormnendiug it to the H1 qu.;e. l-Ie 
W«S one of the few members whe bad had the 
opportunity of travelling througb the dic<trict, and 
he knew it intimately. [Hon. R. PH! LP: \\7h~t 
abouc tbe agricultural lrmd ?] He ha·i not the 
least hesitation in re!JeaCiug that this line \NfJ.,~ pro­
bably the best railway enterprise, after the Cion­
curry extension, to whic:h this State c.:uuld 
acldr,,ss it,;elf. The leader of the Opposition bad 
asked him what about the agricultural land. 
He had already indicated th>tt ther·e was a lar<>e 
are:> of high·classagriculturalland in the distri~t 
which wunld be sened by the rctilway. From 
Texas right down the Severn to tbe junction of 
the Brook, :me! right down the .Maeiutyre 
to a ptlint wP.--t ot G11urHliwindi, thPre was a, 
large area of excellent rtgricnltur:tl litr.tl. As far 
as the Texas and Inglewood district.R were con~ 
cerned, the production alnwst wholly was tobacco. 
the only crop which would stand the long bnd 
carriage tn&. market. Excellent wheat \Vas grown 
but it was quite in1p -s.sible to grow it a.t n profit 
if it bad to be sent 80 miles by road t" a mill, 
but there w,ts no rhubt whatever that with rail­
\vay eommunication the are;1 of land devote.d to 
wheatgnbving in these dit>tricb; would be very 
largely increased, to the benefit nut only of tire 
dtstrict, but of the whole State. He did not 
however, rely upon his own opinion in that 
matter, but proposed to quote the opinion of 
an officer who visi ed the district son.1e yean-1-
agu, who wa15 RPnt down tu report upon its <cl6ri~ 
cultnr.al caJ?:.tbilit~es and the feasibility of 
adoptmg an rrngatwn scheme. The 1\Iaciutyre 
River was ]Jrobably the best inland river in the 
State of Queenshtnd, and one of the best in Aus­
tralia, the SllPt>ly of water being larger and more 
reliable than could be found any\vhere else in 
Queensland. [Mr. MAX\I"ELL: \Vho was he 
sent down by?] He was sent down by the 
Government of the day. The officer was Mr. 
Peter JlilcLean, the late Under Secretary for 

Hon. A. M organ.] 
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Agriculture, who waR then inspecting land com­
mi~sioner. ~lr. :1IcLeau, in the course of his 
report, said~ 

'l'hero is ~L consirlerable tract of Crown laml~ north­
east of and rl.L;tant ahout 6 mile~ from the 10\nlship. 
The soil is a black triable clay, easily worked, and well 
adaple!l tor a11y sort or cereal erop1;. llrigalow Creek. 
whwh is~ break-away from t.lle Jiamntvre R1ver. dhi(lBs 
the Crown lam.! from laud wh1cll h~u' a.Jrradr been 
alienated. This c·reek Haws in a nort.h-oasterl\· direr­
tion, anrl talls mto the Weir lUver in the ll}lrish of 
Bloomticld. 

rfherc Rrtl H large 11lltnber of f'Xtew:;ive ·waterhOlCR in 
this creek; bnt from what I could learn front old resi­
dents in the rlistrict none of them arc of a pcrrnanrnt 
charaetC1'. and, to judge from ob~ervation, I should say 
none of them arc very deep. Still, it i~ just possible 
th~tt this crl,~l< could be maae a receptacle for the 
storage of water for irrigation purposes, as there could 
be no <liftieulty in pumping water fl'om the .J1acint~Te 
inwit. 

r.rlw whole of the htnd in this part of the district is 
very Hat, an(1 to all appearance level; but its suit­
ability for irrL~ation purposes could only be deter­
mined af~er ~:arefnl survey; and as }[r. J B. Hender­
son, I-Iydraulie l~nginecr, aeeomvanied me for the 
purpose of reporting on the water supply, I will lc1ve 
him to deal "''vith the feasibility of irrigating the land. 

Por about a distance of 18 miles in an easterly 
direction from the township and about the same 
distance llOJ'th there is a large qnantity of very good 
land. 'l'he :-.oil in some places is a black friable clay, 
easilY worked, anrt in other places a rich brown loam 
of s1lperior quality. 'There is vet·y little plain, except 
in the vicinH~r of the Goondiwindi lJl'P·cmptiYe. The 
countrv cou~ists of open forest and light scrub. rrhc 
timber.on the Ion_ t land is silver.Jeaved iron bark and 
box. and in tlF' serublt eon~ists principally of brigahnY, 
sandHlwood, native hop-bnsll, and cypress pine. There 
is a very extensive sernb about 15 miles from the town, 
thro11gh which the ro~d between Bengalln. and Goondi­
windi pasf'es. 'l'hc s01l is a brown loam, well adapted 
for agrieultnral pnrposes ; it "''vonld be easily wo:rked 
if the timher \vas all rernoYed, an(l would, I am eonfi­
dent., stand a dry :::eason mueh better than the he:Lvier 
black s;:nl. In flood seasons a good deal of this district 
is uuder water, in some places to a depth of 2 feet. 

}'or 1:2 miles west of the town, in the parish of 
Callancloon, th8 land has all been alienated. 

l~eyond that the Crown hmd between CaUandoon 
Cr~ei{ and tho ri\'8l' consi~ts of open forest. he<1vy rich 
black ~oil, anr1 a few low sand ridges. Yery large arc:u; 
of tlli~ eonntry arc under water at tlood time. in some 
plH,('ei' to a de-pth of. t1 teet. The tnnher_ on the forest 
land ls silver-lra\'ed ll'Onbark, box, and betah. 

on \'nnton run the country consists of open forests 
and belts of sr~rnb. The: soil is fairly gond. but not. so 
heavy as the soil between c.._llandoon Creek and the 
river. The t.imbet•ln the forest antl the sernb is similar 
to that in other parts of the district. 

There it: a large area of excellent agricultur::Jllantl in 
the neighbourhood of Goondiwindi, and if it is po.-.sible 
to bring- the hmd antl the -water together heaYy yields 
of ecrrals and other crops woultl be the result. 

I s::tW 1nnizc growing on a farm n few miles from town 
equal to fully 00 bushels per acre, and I wa~ told a, 
much higher figure had been reached. I also saw some 
very tine llOtn.loes an'i pumpkins grown on the same 
far in. }l,rnit grO\VS very well in this di~trict. proof of 
which I witnPssetl on vis1tiug an orangery about 2 
mile:-; from t.own. The trees \Yerc loaded "''Vith fine 
fruit, and gave no sign of any disease. 

I took samples of the soll from different parts of the 
district antl brought it with me to Brisbane for the 
pnrpo:::;e of a.nalysi~. As I ha 'Ye already state(l, it is 
impossible to venture any opinwn on t.he suitability of 
the district for irrlgation purposes in the absenre of 
proper surveys as to levels and computati0n~ by a duly 
qnaliiied engineer as to the \Vater capacities of the 
)1acintyre River. As to the latter, ..J:Ir. Henderson will 
be able to supply the neeessary information. 

'To judge simply from the appearance of the features 
of the oountry, ~md in view of the large arnt of really 
excellent ap;ricultnralland i_u this dlst~ict, I should say 
that fe'v places in the colony better ::tclaptecl for the 
initiation of an irrigation scheme conlcl be found. 

And as the subjeet of irrigation is one of paramount 
importance to the agrjcultural interests of thit; colony, 
I am of opinion that t:tcps should be taken at once to 
have proner tonrveys made, and if it is found, as I 
helleve H will. that the lay of the eonntry is sueh as to 
admit of the proper distribution of water over the land 

[Hon. A.1lforgan. 

and an irrigation scheme is carried ont, it will soon be 
provcU that the cuilivation of tbe soil ls an industry 
which will rt>pa~· Lhe cullinttor and be of immense 
benetit to tbe colony. 

But while I believe the hdtiation of a systPm of irri­
ga~i(>tJ wonld p~·oye to be sw·ees:-fnl in this district, I 
tlunk it only ngllt to point ont. that m tlie ab.-;eHce of 
railway contmnnieation t.lw land is practicallY shut 
out from boru1 fide settlement. ~ 

Those are the opinions of :!\fr. :!\{cLean. Hon. 
mmnberR wbo knew that gentlem;{n were ttware 
of his capaeit y to form an opinion, and he 
thought .1\'Ir. ~IeLeu.u was cm authority who 
would be accepted by the majority of h"ll. mem­
bers of the House. He would only briefly refer 
to the report of the Commissioner for Rai.lways, 
who strongly rec •mmended the constructiun of 
th•· line, and that without delay. He said-

STATIOX Acco3DIOllATIOX .-Stations will for the present 
be provided at Canal Creek. 55-miles. Iuglewood, Ben­
galla, and Go mdiwindi; bnt it is fully intended that, 
a& the land is t~d\:cn up and the agrieultural industry 
develops, extra station:S will be 1n·ovided. 

"\Y ATEU SuPPLY.--Permauent suprlics of good water 
for locomotives can be obt<tined at convenient inter. 
vals-namely, Canal Creek, Inglewood, Bengalln, and 
Goondi windi; thf':!:'C place'5 being respectively 3f1, 7:1, 
98, and 125 miles front "rarwick. Good w -1ter eau be 
obtained within a reasonable distance of the line at 
man~r places beside::. tl1f'se, but those indicated divide 
the distance fairly equally. 

The Commissioner also stated that. the probable 
receipts would be sufficient to pay interest and 
working expenses, and contribute about £10,230 
to the general interest bill. He also said-

Povn,ATIOK.-On illL{niry at the Statistical Branf'h, I 
finfl. there are ~.470 per~ons in the shires or lnglewood 
anr1 \Yaggamba alld ~00 in the rnnnieipalt\· of <.J-ooudi­
windi. The schools in the. dh;trict. inelndillg Pro­
vis.ional schools, have an enrolment of 4:30 scholars and 
an average atteudance of ·Ho. 

The rainfflll wa8 good. The averag-e rainfall at 
Inglewood for the last twenty-five years had 
been 28 inches, and that at Goondi windi 26 
inches. The whole of the roiling--sl.ocok nrp1ired 
would not involve ~"n expenditure of 1norP than 
£5,000, as the rolling~:-;tock HOW engaged on the 
line to Thane's Creek would provP sufficient for 
working the n,3W line. In conclnsiou, the Com­
mi::;:3ioner Htrongly recommended the construc­
tion of the line, and added that the work 'hould 
be undertaken "withuut delav." He contended 
that an excellent case bad bee'n marle out for the 
construction of tlw r'aihvay, and he snlnnitttcl it 
to the House on it' merit,, It was a line that 
should have been constructed In any yeH,rs ago, 
and he had not the least donbt thitt it would 
have been construeted but that it had the 
mi,fr;rtune of being ma,de the subject of party 
political contentit)n. As a re~mlt of that, not 
only the iutere,ts of the district, but the in­
terests of the State, suffered, and sufiered 
severely. He hoped the House would correct 
the error 1nade nineteen vears ago, when the 
plans were approved by the Legislative Assembly, 
but were rejected by the Legislative Council. He 
submitted the railway in the interests of the 
State and in the interests of the port of Brisbane, 
and he sincerely trusted that the House would 
pass it. [Honourable members: Hear, henr !] 

Hox. R. PHILP (To?L·nsville): He quite ad­
mitted that if the line wBre built, and was a 
success, that the port of Brisbane wonld bene­
fit much more by it than Warwick would. He 
did not know why the people of Warwick had 
been aHer this line so much, as they would 
not benefit in the slightest degree by its con­
struction. The position hB occupied was that 
he was a member of the Government which 
built the line to Thane's Creek, but whether 
the position was now opportune to finish the 
c'mstruction of the line to Goondiwindi he was 
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nm in a position to say. For the last two years 
r.he GoYernm0nt had reversed the policy of 
~~ht-'ir predecessors in regard to the construc­
tion of rail wa,vs, and were ah' ays crying out 
<1hout tlw c•not·mous amount of the public debt 
of QuC'C'll'land-about £70 per heacl. The Pre­
mier himself hacl said tho debt \Yas appalling, 
J nd yet hP was b'Oiug to r·overt to the policy 
of hi· prodecc•ssors and aclcl to that debt. So 
Iar as bnilcEHg railways \Vero concernPcl, ha 
''as sorr; that they had stopped building them. 
li the present Go.-ernmcnt had brought clown 
a rail way policy two years ago, it would have 
been a better t-hing for Queensland. There 
would not ha Ye been so many unemployed, and, 
notwithstanding their increasing debt, it would 
have been a better thing for the State. But 
the Pn•micr was the leader of a party which 
did not believe in building railways, did not 
believe in borrowing, did not believe in selling 
land, and did not \\ant any more people here. 
Ile was Y<'ry plr!asecl now to see that the Pre­
mier had reversed his policy in the matter of 
building railways. It was a good thing to go 
on building rail ways if there was a possibility 
<lf t.hem paying·. Ho did not think there was 
1nuch in tho argurneut about the enormous 
amount of trade that was going to Now South 
\V ale, becaL<SC if they looked at the map they 
would SC<l that there was a lot of unoccupied 
'..Jountey through 1vhich the railway was to run. 
Ilu understood there v,as some good agricul­
tctral land there, and that was the only reason 
why he wonlcl 1·ote for the construction of the 
liae. He did not take any notice of the fairy 

which the Premier told them about their 
going to ;.;-e,\ South \Yales, as he did 

think there was any trade going there at 
\Ylw.t wus 100 miles in thn matter of 

caehng wool: It was nothing. [Tho PHE:\IIER: 
lt is about 10 miles to l'IIoreo.] How many 
sheq_. ""ere the1·e in that district altogether'! 
'vYem there a quarter of a million? lVIr. Tha\­
lon iu hi~ report ga....-o an estin1ate of the rn­
veuuc that would peohably be derived from 
tlw railway. and hu rnaclc a cornparison 

thi.s litte and the Uunnamulla line. 
JJut CuJJnan1ulla lin0 passed through sorrro 
of thn filH-·6t sheep country in Queensland. Th{) 
couni,rv Tound abont Goondi'windi diU not corr1~ 
pa,re \\~it~ Cunnaruulla country at all for sheep­
gr~JvYing. [The PnE:\LIER: Yes, it does. You do 
not know it.l \Yell. look at the map. all<l seo 
the conu~rv ·bet\~ 0{'11 Charleville- and Cunna­
rnulla. ThC-rc wa" not any yacant land there 
at all, but in the district which was traversed 
lw this line therr as a lot of yacant land. 
T~his c<Juntry was tried for shee-p forty years 
ag~), but it \Vas very poor countr~,. and they 
could uoy<-w :makP it pay. It ,,-as not the wool 
traffic that \'CHild ruako it pay. ThPro was 
goocl arrricultural land there. and it vvas not a 
great distancP froru .Bri::;ballf"), and that -..vas all 
that would make it pay. It had a fair rainfall, 
and thoy \Youlcl hD able to get it sett!Dcl. If 
tlJ<:-y got it >ettied, it would lm all rig·ht, and 
that was 'Jhat th< y wanted to do, to promote 
~;;ettlernent ancl encourage agriculture. [The 
8ECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You cannot get 
that without a railway.] He admitted that. 
It was wrong· to say that the building of the 
line wao the snbjPct of party politic,;. He 
..-otcd a,gai11st the proposal to build a line to 
Thanr':-: Creek hventy years ago, b0cansc there 
was nothing to justify them iu building- a rail­
wav there at that time. ThCTe would ha.-e 
be~n no traffic for the line then, hut things 
\Vere alt-Pred no·,v. and ho believed that the 
country "\Ya:--: capable of sc~ttlinp:: a good agricul­
tural population. The Government had done 
nothing for two years in the direction of rail­
way construction, although they were told that 

everyone was crying out for the construction of 
this line. He die! not !mow much about the 
countr.) himself. a.lthough, if he believed the 
stori(•·- that were told him then, it was not as 
good as the Premier said it was. LMr. Lr~SINA: 
Is there much private land along the line'!] 
1 le did not think so. He believed that for a 
distance of 40 miles from Thane's Ureek it 
was very poor land. l\lost of the lane! there 
\'.as in tlw hands of the Crown, but when they 
got fut ther toward::; ~Jacintvre _Brook rnost of 
the land was sG!octed. ['l.ihe PnEliiiEH: At 
lnglowoocl-yes.] On the whole, it was the 
bo-t liuc, after thD Cloncurry !.inc. of the three 
raih.-ay pmposals submitted by the Uovern­
m-ont. h was in a fairiy good rain belt. On 
the wholo, it vva:::; a. good thi11g to cornrnence 
the. coustruction of .::.orne public works again, 
aud as nothing better offered at the pre.sent 
ti1nc they could go on \vith thi~ railway. J:-le 
bnlien'cl it was a lJctter ra.ilwa v than tlte oue 
horn Uattle Creek to DaliJ"y which wa.s 
pa~s.Bd last year, or e·ven the ra.ilway frorn 
Degilbo to \": etlwron. Y.'hich 1Ya ., a,] so I"L'sed 
last y<>ar. lThe !:iJcCHETAHY FGU l''CBLIC 
LAND~: Y uu proposed tn build th< Dalby­
Cattle Creek line ym1rsdf.l He asked the 
JJou~e to vote the nwucy, but he know rnore 
about the country nmr tna.!J he did then, and 
was \Vi::;er now. _~\t auy rate, the Uoondi­
wincli line wa.,; a better lino than <>ither the 
Dalhy or Dw;s·ilbo lnH·-;. The Dalc'y-Cattle 
Creek liue \\'ent through privately-o\Ylled land, 
and tne poopl0 ,., ho owlled that land ought 
to puy for the railway. In all agricultural 
districts ht• con::-~clcred tha.t the divisional 
hoards on" ht. to hornYvv the nrolleV frorn the 
UoyenJn:l·f'llt at ·1 per cont. a11d bui1d the rail­
Y'ntys, a11d rnake the JH'·ople l:x•ncfited pay the 
illtHrcst on the amoaut borrowed. The late 
Uovennneut had ina.ug uratcd :ha.t priuciplo 
in other line,;. At Jleauclesm-t t.he people 
built the line themselves. Then on the 
='I orthcrn river3. from In!'.harn to Stone Creek. 
uu the John3tone RiYol-, a.nd abo at Cairns 
aHd Port Dou£da.s. the pecplP, ha.ying no hope 
of getting railways built by the Stat<>. bor­
rovvecl the. rnorwy a11d paid intero::;t on it, a.nd 
built the line themselves. That was the l'ect 
::-;ysium where, agricultural 1al!cls IYCre in pri­
Yate hands. In the pre ..,ent in::;:tance. a great 
deal of the land in the district through which 
rh" line wonlcl pa•s was held by the Crown, and 
if that ]alld vas wi~ely a.dmirli'·tcred they 
1vonlcl be aL]e to sell 'it and get sufiicicut 
mm•ey out of it to pay the of building 
the. railL·av. That wa"- the reason why 
he should ~-ob:" for it. 

Question put. 
Ho~. E. B. FORREST: He was surprised 

that hon. mcmLer.s oppmite, ecpeeially tlwie 
who ,, ere interested in \V m-wick 

[·1-.30 p.m.] and the sunounding districts, did 
- not haYe a fevv words to say on 

this Bill. [:\lr. GnAYSON: \Ye want the rail-
v.ay. \Ve do nut .,-ant to stonewall it.] They 
were told by the load-er of the Opposition that 
the railwav was likolv to do more good for 
Brisbane t'lwn any other place. Ile believed 
that himself also. but he did not agree with 
t.lw leader of the Opposition when he said that 
it would not do much Q·oorl to '1\'m·wick. He 
con,idcred it -,·ould do·- good to \Yarwick; he 

as glad that it would do good to \Varwick, 
and because of tbat ';-orvone interested in the 
Da-rling Downs should ,:otc for it. So far as 
Brisbane was concerned) he nDYer entertained 
the _,lig·htest doubt about it cloin:r good to 
BrisbarJO. and it was the duty of the commer­
cial world of Brisbane to support the construc­
tion of the line by eYery means in their power. 
H<• hoped. tlwr0fore, that tht>y would soon see 
the border rail way an accomplished fact. With 

If m:. E. Ir For-r~:c'.] 
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regard to the route, tho construction of the 
line from \Yarwick to Thane's Creek prac­
tically sl'ttlod the diffieult,Y-if thertl was a diffi­
culty-that afternoon. That line should never 
have been built to Thane's Creek if it was not 
intench>d to go on to Goondiwindi. The House 
wollld Le stultifying- itself now if it stopped at 
Thane's Creek. ThP (lovomment had been 
too long thi11king ahout introducing rnore Tail­
wa.y proposab, but l.B was pleased to see that 
there \Vere 11ow ,.,onh~ to be proceeded with. 
~Jr. 'rhallon, in the h~st paragraph of his re­
port, as 11 justification for the construction of 
the line, >aid-

For tho rt>ason::; that this line will promotP- closer 
settlement, will ntili~e a lal',!.!:C area or r1dl land which 
is now !Jl'act.ically idle ltlHl tlterct'ure (,f little value to 
the ~tat,, ~dHt \nil r<:tain Qneen:::lawl tr:vle to qneens­
land ports. I :-trou:.(ly recumtuend ics cout;trnetiou, and 
that without delay. 

hav-P a ;-.,troru.::er reconuncnda­
Notwith:iauding· the fevY 

frorn the hun. mPn1b2r for 
E. B. Forre,t) would say 

was a n1an \vhon1 
·-[:'dr. KENNA: Nut 

\\'as a practical man and a. 
mall believed in. The CoJnrnjs-
siolH:~r the ground sornc years ago, 

la,~t fortuip:ht, aud i11 bis 
J"CCOIYlll\-t:lld~cl the C(}ll:Struc­

a!ld \Yithout dehty. l~\lr. 
about ;:.;o~ne years a;..;·o ·: J 
aJso recorr1n1-cncled this 

line b:n _year;-:; a .. go, a.s thev heard the Pre­
mier read out that afternoon. ~lr. Thallon 
110VC'l' -;part.--d hirrlsf•lf in his expn~:;sionR iu 
fa .. vour of this line. Everybody kne\v hi~ 
attitude as far a~ that was couccrned. 
'J.1here -.~as another r-en,:::,on \vhi-ch wa.s \Yorth 
oonsid-eTing when they were talkinr. about the. 
construction of this line, and that vva.s, as the 
Prernicr ~aid) that the New South \Ya!es 
people were trying to talm th0 trade from 
the di,trict. J!,, did not a·J,Tee with the leader 
of the Oppo~iti.on vvhen he said that the trade 
ther~~ a- not worth looking· after, m1d t.hat. 
New ;-=;O!Ith \Vale:-; wot~ltl not bother about it. 
Tht>y would not lx~ :<.p<"'llc1inp: JTIOIH.~.Y to con1e 
nParcr tu the ~~tH'eiJ::::land border if there was 
not ~oincthin~ in it. "'8\\.,. ~nuth \\'ales had 
had cxveriC"nce of the trade in that district. 
m1d lH:•r:::tu:--;c~ of that tbcv k11e1"i.,. it~ value. If 
it. was_ of valu-e, th(_ll i"t wa.s worth looh:in~ 
after. He was irr Ne v South \\'a.!cs tlw othPl' 
da .. v.,and l10 ri . .:;itcd Nc,\-cU."itl(', and th-ere wa.-; 
no doubt that they were very anxious to get 
the trade there from Que·ensland. 'They •a.w 
in tlw papers la,st we"k that the construction 
of a line fro1n :\Iorec tl' Carru.-it did not 
aprwa.r on the map. but it wa~ a p]ace half~ 
1vav 1-::etween -:.\ for.Pc and .:\Iun ,- indi-~-had he.Pn 
ap};roycrl of. and th€ preparation of the p!a11s 
wa., authmiscd. X<>w Sonth ·wales knew that 
that h.·aJe WLL-:i Y.~ortlJ lookiriu· aftPr. Thev had 
got a ~ood share of thPir n;.\'11 tn1dc and. were 
now a.ftPr Que{'nsland's tradt~. fl\fr. FoR­
SYTH: \\'hat is the va.lue of the trade?] lJo 
cou.ld not :...:iYc the fi_Q'UrPs. ln1t IYhen the qu-es­
tioll \vao:; he fore the ff nnse l1cfnrP. som-e V[)ars 

the fiq'nres \YC're .ui...-en. ll\Ir. J. I:E~~HY: 
mnny ~he{_~D are th-E'n.:.,?l It \Ya:-::: in arC'­

porc ome year.s a"o that it carriec1 L500.01l0 
slw."p. [j!r . .J. LEAllc': :\on·'enso' There aro 
not mot·c than 5011,000.] It would carrv fa.r 
mow than that. ["Hon. R. PmLP: There is 
good a\!ricu!tural land there.] He was dad 
to hear that thf're IYas good agricnltnral land 
there. as be knt>"' himself that flwrc wa.o a 
2·ood deal of land there that carried wool. 
They dir1 not want merely one industrv in 
conslTnctinu: rallwavs. Thev wa11t-ed ~P\'era.l 
indu~trics. anil jf t.hc.re vYn.s. agricultural h:.nd 
ther0 as well. hf' was glad to !war it. Th;s 

[Hon. E. B. Forrest. 

vva:--; a l;ue for 
',\·a:-, lJ()t til<' :--;li~ hte~t 
built Hr~ir tracl0 from that 
to 2'\ew Nonth \Y~d{ ~ and 
ca.stle. It lra.d gone there in pa,t: 
going therR, and wol~ld continu_c to _so th€re 
_'\..sit 1va~ a line of selt-pr~St'l'\ at1on, IllP3"' ( ould 
not start it one dav too soon. [:\[r, IL\RD· 
ACBE: \Vill it pay'tr rrhC' Connni:-,,~ioner. :.\lr. 
rrhallon, wa..: an f~"Xp<~·rt: .he sa id it \YOnld 
pay. and lH~ wa:-; prepared to 1.-0liCTc hirn. 
Tlw people of i'\c•w South \Vales had no right 
to get, trade from Qne{'nslancl, ancl this State 
shou.ld take c•vc j_'Y ,sU'p in her power to keep 
it. :Since federation there was all th< more 
ne~;e.-ditv for haYing the trade in our own 
ha>1ds. ·1-Mr. LERLIL\: The falling· clown of the 
intersLatio barriers has allowed the trade to 
!low in its natural chamwls.J This was the 
nr:,tura.l channeL and the construction of this 
nuhvav would n1ako it fio,v in its nat-ural chan­
neL "\Vhat wa- the good of spencliug money 
.in irnproving tltC'ir rive,_· and harbour, and in­
d·~wing stcarnc-rs like the Orient boats to come 
hPre nnloss the"' were going to see that the 
tra.de which b0fonged of right to Queensland 
\\'a--; k0pt here Y J{roln a uonYersation he had 
with :\Tr. Hl'ic1, of Hro Orient Company, when 
in SscliH'Y iJw of·hcr day, ho learnc't that that 
gf.'tltleman wa~ perfectly content with_ t,he pros­
P('Ci",s of his company through COllliDg here, 
an cl ho "-iS snre that other lines woulcl follow 
in time. \\'hilc no one COLl!d say what thB Fed­
end GoYf':.nrncnt woulcl do two years hence in 
rcgarr1 to renewing the rnail contract, he did 
nut think thore V\'US a..nv chanc0 of the Orient 
Ccnnpnn:v's boats not be~ng a pennan_cncy here. 
In aciditiou to that, they had cstahlrshed wool 
salet:J in Brisbane, which wcr-o no\~ an ul!­
ciouiJtcd .-::ucc~s:5. nad now that the Onent boats 
came to Brisbane. more of the principal buyers 
found it suited them very well to attend the 
sales hero. The building of this railway would 
bring la.1·ge f}Uantities of wool to thB Brisbane 
sule~. ;o:,onle rernarks had been made about 
a.ltern<LtiYe routes. :So1ne years ago a Royal 
l\nnrnis:..;ion \Vn.~ appointed which went into 
tho a tlPotiou of alternative routes to Goondi­
wirlc!l. He did not azree with the conclusions 
ari vcd at b~ the counnission, but he \Yas not 
ono of tlrose who considered that its appoint­
ment wa::. a \vastc of n1oney, because then a 
grc1.t clf'ai of vpry valuable evidence was taken . 
...:\.ltogethC'r fifty-four witnesses ga..,-c evidence 
rc~rarding the question of routes. Of these 
eighteen faYoured \Varv:,rick, t\vel~e fayoured 
Pitbwort.h, eight Yculba. five Dalby, four 
Homa, three Stanthorpo. one . Yeulba vi1Z 
Dutat, one Dalyeen, ono Treverton, and one 
n1ade no rccomn1cmdation. The commission 
slatccl-

Jt. rnn~t however, in fairnc~-:-:. be ,o;aid thnt the \'\-ar-
wick route~ would opt:n as nnu·h or mon~ !!nod 
Qneenslan<l cnnnt n e11 an cl tllat it, \Yonlc1 rea eh 
the hordr1· (h~triet~~ l'Ooner i':', 1nore to t11e ea:-:t-
ward-t~mn :tll.Y o[ tJ,t: oth(~l' propot-etl r•-111 1 e:-;; bnt 
tbc:--e adYalltai!e~ are disf•onnted by tl10 a1!-illl]JOrtant 
con~ideratiou of tllrou,-;ll mileap:e to Brisbane. 

Then, further on, they ""id-
They have not failed to perccin: tl!at the rB~pPrtivc 

merits of the 1\'arwiek nnd of the l'ittsworth rontu are 
in many re~pects very evenly balanced. 

They accordingly recommcndecl, by a majority 
of 3 to 2, in !a.-our of the Pittsworth route: 
but, as he had pointed out. the l>alance of 
testimonY among- the v.ritne,.,ses wa.s in favour 
of the \'(' arwick. route b.Y 18 to 12. Then. of 
thE' raihvay experts who 1vere examined, 
:\lessros. Thallon, Drew, Lcthem. Stanley, 
Drake. and :~orth were in favour of the \Var­
wick route: :\fr. Gray, the late Commissioner, 
favoured the Pittsworth route, 1\Ir. Geo. 



17wne to [15 .NOVEMBER.] Goondiwindi Railwa,y. lli2l 

Yenlba-Surat roLlte: while Thlr. 
n1adc no reco:mn1-endation. 
resolution ·would be passed, 

would be constructed 
an~ Ullll8CC'.'sary delay. 1-:Ie intended 

t.n supptlrt 1t. 

:\[r. GRA YSON (Cunningfwm): Tlw Govern­
to be co1nplimcnted on bringing for­
a railway policy. l-Je was quite of 

tho proposal to Guild this line 
lle the right policy in the end. rrhc 

had been before Parliautent for the. 
years. When the £10.COO.OUO 

''""' passed, 1t included a sum of £250,000 
.._or the ccn.'3tructwn of a line fron1 \Yarwick to 
Goondi\Vi~1di,. but thrOugh so1ne political 
Ynauceuvnll,!.! 1t \Yas not built. Son1e 1nen1Lers 
htd privately dated that the line was likely to 

sonH~ very cou11try. According 
report, the first -10 miles 
country, but. fron1 his 

he should sav it 
l/uec11sland: lt 

Creek. and AshoroYe 
stations were st~cked 

pur­
best 
sold 
pro­
pur~ 

1\lr. 
acre 011 

40 miles 
thoro 

a2:ricultural land to I11ole~ 
,,~Cre · ~~veral very prospe1:~nts 

th0rc. ~UlllO of thctn havin" Lee>n 
t!wro for the last twcnty-fiv~' yem:s. 
incm-a :\Ir. Charlos-had nearly 20Q 

ac;·,'s tmder wheat. He had to carry that 
to i\"arv ick, about 70 miles. When the 

rrs coJ;structcd, m·cry inch of the country 
Cotnrnl58loner characterised as ridgy 

wonlrl up by dairy men. Alreadv he 
had inquiries fro1n' the sons of farincrs 

\Varwid< wanting to know when the 
\voL1ld ?e r~''Hllllcd. It \vas not proposed 

bmld a lme mto tl1c wilderness. Alrcaclv 
\Ya a largo amount of settlement, and 
had 1>0°11 for n:any years, and that settle­

U1t (lt was 1ncrcasu1g yearly. In the Texas dis-
1.'. as a very large amount of prirne 

. land, more suitable for the growth 
tonncC;o t;han ~ny other land in Australia, 

the radv;ay Y. as completed he pre­
thcrc would he four tirncR the area 

that there now was. rMr. 
L_;:::~nx.:._: Grown. by white labour?] Certainly. 
_\s svon as the hnf~ "\Yas built. he was sure thPre 
"\YOtdrl dozpns of whit(~ men who would enter 
upm: industry. The present long clray 
car~'wge wa~ the only thing that had dC'terrcd 
whtte ;n.c)1: from ~·ngagin~ in the grn:vth_ of to­

mtltcrto. In the lnglowood chstrwt the 
would ~ra\c•rsc -~o:::nc ·very large stations, 

a' \"Y arroo, W hctstone, and Bengal la. 
tons of thousands of acres of ihat 

for the gro\'< th of a \I kinds of 
and there was not a single acre 

n~Jt be snappPd up by bonri firle 
\\ht·n rt was thrown open. There were 

now .two eh"'"" fac~ories crectcod at Inglcwoocl, 
one by a lParhng cl.atry cornpany 1n Brisbane, 
althnn[.:h In,.rlo\vood vva.s 50 milOs fron1 Thane 
Ka1h•·ny i:Ot•rtion. I"J\1r. KENKA: Is that the 
Siiverwood Company?] The Lowood Company 
-!\Lf•ocr.s. Howes Brothers. There was no 
doubt that •chen the line was completed other 
butter factones would be erected as well. A 
few yc·ars ago the late JIIr. Kates, shrewd busi­
no'~ man ae he was, had it in contemplation to 

{'rcct a flour mill at G-oonrli~vinrE, 10~} 1nilcs dis­
trmt. There was a large settled population 
along the proposed line. According to the 
statietice he had received, the population of 
Goondi vvindi 1vas EOO; in tho Shire of Inglewood 
~which iucluded rrexas~thore were 1,900 
people, and in the Waggamba Shire Council 
57:J, L1<:1!.::in;.; a ~.otal population of 3,275. There 
vn1s abo a lacge area behvccn Thane and 

in the Hosenthal Shire, and, taking 
titlet account. he thought he would be 
quite s::tfo in saying there was a population of 
at least ~.OllO between Thane and Goondiwindi. 
[Ylr. KEXNA: Does that include Chinamen?] 
lt did not inciude Chinamen. He thought the 
l10n. mcmLcr for Bowcn had Chinamen on the 
brain. There was a large quantity of first­
dass ugriC\J.liural land in the vicinity of 
Cooncliwinc'i. In the lnglowood district there 
\Vl;re 1890 u.crcs at present under cultivation. 
In fallow there were 434 wheat 
Cornrctent 
j)f\)dUCt'd' 

of 1 acres 
Y<'ar proved that the farmers 

-wcr'e quite satisfied to gT?W that 
lat;o:n~in,.-( Utlrlc-r dif!lcultie~~ 

'l'lwv had to cart the 
llCJ\Y. p'riol' t.o the line 

r:1 to Thalli?: il1ey lla.d to cart 
to \Yarvick. [:\lr. HA1WACHE: 

out 1na~zc ·:] ThP~~ had 172 aercs 
of ruaize. and :280 acres of hrr!~- ,(!Tain fodrl<?r 

vine-: 4. acres, !.?.:ard{'Jl;;; U.lJcl orcbar~s 
The Indewood district gTew frmt 
a11d \Y~uld he a fruiL~TO\\-iug· dis-

h:lorc rna.ny yPars. In T{~xas district, 
liue wPrt:~ uTJd{'r 

rnuize :!:23. 
had [-..eon 

'"'_,,,,;,,n· \Vh; 1e 
the 

took 
grew 

potato,;:~s, 

:::11)11 -. to';acf'o. and hay of 
That pruycd h'yond doubt. the 

of the land on the route for ar,ncul­
_._\t In~k~\.,..ood they had 1,890 

-of \"VlJi~;h, 76:3 acre~ were 
1:~3 acres rnaize .. 1:-3 ac-res ryn, 

i. tohaceo, hay .. ~raJn. fodder, 
aud orchards, 34 acres. That 

of the best pastoral dis-
In the Gooncliwindi dis-

1 953 horses, 10,921 head of 
oyer' 231,000 sheep. In Ingle-

1motl arc 2,2GO horses, 13,548 head of 
eatt.le. Llllr. J. LEAllY: \Yhere is that?] That 
is the police dictrict of Ing-lewood. There ar_e 
10fi.lfl7 sheep. In the Inglewoorl and Goond;­
wincli districts the total number of sheep IS 
337,880. In the T,;xas district they have got 
1.117 horses. 7,787 head of cattle, and the sheep 
retun1s are not dowll. The late J\1.r. ~a.tes, V\~ho 
\vas the represf'ntativf' for Cunn1ngnam son1.e 
vears a\2·o. \vas in treaty 1.vith people at Goon~l­
~v indi "ith the idea of erecting a flourmii!. 
He predicted. wh(m he first wont up to res1de 
in Roma, that the Maranoa would he a gTeat 

1.11 r. Gray son.] 
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wheat-producing centre, and was laughed at, 
but the result was that to-day there were 60,000 
acres rmdn wheat. [~1r. J. LEAHY: ·where is 
it:] There was a good crop last year, and there 
would be half a crop this year. [Mr. J. LEAHY: 
I hope th"ro will.] He believed the Goondi­
wincli district \Nn.s qui to as capable of producing 
gc "in us the Maranoa, and it had as good a 
rainfall, and equally good land. Callandoon 
and Welltown Stations were in the vicinity of 
Goondiwiwli. Part of \Velltown had been re­
srnnccl two or three years ago by the late Go­
vernment, e.nd thrown open for grazing farn1 
selo;~t.ion, bringing as high as Gd. an acre rent 
per annum. This proved the capability of the 
land in Goondiwindi. not onlv for ac>ricultur;tl, 
but for gmzing purposes, arid whe'r~ this line 
\1 as completed, as he hoped it would be very 
shortl0 , there was no doubt that Inglewood and 
Gooudiwindi would become one of the greatest 
wheat-producing centres in the State. Land 
wos cheap, free from prickly pear, was well 
\Fai"ered, aud. there was oyery induccm<-'nt to 
m1courage settlement. Bctt0r than all, the 
b!1cl was nearly all Crown land, very little of 
wluch had been alienated. For instance. 
Glonelg was a largo property, not one acre of 
whrch had been sold. Every acre was lease­
hold, and as soon as th,, lease expired there 
wor? lots of p<<lplc waiting to go and take it 
up tot' graz1ng farms. He had no hesitation in 
giv_ing his support to this railway. He did not 
loo le upon this line as a vV arwick line. [Mr. 
LEsm,': It is vVan;ick all over, every inch of 
It.] 'lhrs was a natronal line, that would assist 
J,lnsbanc more than any other place in the 
State .. It "ould brmg more trade to the port 
of Bnsbane, encourage settlement, and in­
crease the producers in the State. He hoped 
that the House would favourably consider this 
proposal, as he believed it was a line that in a 
v~rv short pe1:iod would pay not only working 
expenses but rntcrest on the loan. 

. ,Ur. :\L\CARTNEY (Tootro"rl): Hc had 
lrstcned wrth coltstdcrahlo interest to the 
spt::{'ChP..:; n1a.dc tbi:-: afterncJon. a.ncl al:-.o l'·Pa.d 
the reports. of :\Jr. Thallon, not only recently. 
but sorne t1mo avo. and he '"'Ta~ prPpa-rf'd to 
giYe ~.his prono::;al hi.; support. rro ~OlTI8 ex­
tent rt would hf' a berrefit to \Yarwick, Lut 
talun~ <1 broad outlook it would be a li11e of 
grc-mt inlp(Jrtaucc to the Stat-e ;.,:.;cll{'ralJv. I-if' 
did not think the lin0 ,','ould l~e a. gT{·'3.t, p<~r­
ma.nent benefit to \Ya.n'"ick, but thought, with 
other hall. IYI{'tnlwrs, that it \Yas rnore 
like~y to l:e a pernHLPcnt bcuf'fit to Bri:"ban(' 
a.nd thn port. It was a linP \Vl1ich vva.s ll8C('···­

SH.Y towards the compk lion of the full rail­
way systPm of tho Stabo. a11d it would do much 
to protect us from the aggTe8sion vvhich ';ve 
w-ere sufff'riag fron1 tile other side of the 
border. \Vhen one looked at thf' ='Jew South 
vY alps rail" "Y maps t.h,,y must Le impressed 
WJtlr the fact tlwt. the authorities thoro hacl 
it iu n1ind to tak~ a . ..; n1uch frui:_rht a8 they 
could from this ::ltate. 01w sa,'.; thf' Nm'v 
South \YaJe-s line~ Lending to\Yards (Juc{'n~­
land on eYery point with a tovluship on the 
borclcr n.s the tcrmlual poiut. and thev rnust 
he convinced that they wore not takel! 'in that 
din~ction unlc·~,~ it was intended to gPt the 
frei~ht arisin~· frorn tho~e pojnt~. NO,v. this 
line wo}'ld checkmate that. and. in addition, 
WC', -..,vou d den ve sonlc advanta '-',f'S frorn areas 
011 the othet· sid0 of the bordPr "'\vhich wero 
JJot c<,nvnnient to the New South \Ya.l€, rail­
y,·:·y :--systems. Of coul'se, vve did not cxt-enJ 
our lilies ·with a view to attach trade of that. 
sort, but if it cam<' that v, ay it would be a 
fa.ctor in making it a paytug- lin0. Rival 
routes had Lf'eu mentioned, and the hon. rnenl­
ber for Brisbane North, :\lr. Forrest spoke 
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rou'te, 
vd1ich •.vere 
the Royal 
tJHtt tht' of l'JYD1 

pos0cl of \Y ht'·ll we pa~ . ..;:cd the 
to Tha!lP'~ ('rt ''k, it "·a:-:: ~0tiled 
aud. ii inunat.Prla.l \vhat the 
tim1:~, of H.oyal Cornrni;-.sind ""'." l 
had gone rnilcs in the (hrecho11 
wu:-. lHnt· i!ltf ndPd to emttinue it, o::.· 
a fifth of the distance. and they 
iglloro Uwt fad. a:Jd Ulll::;t follo\Y 

L Ee tlwe~ght the 
nwkin>~· ont a 
liJw. ~nd uot 

(~sti m·~t{' 
of takin(2,· 

portiCin of 
t,Lr~rn lth he a Yi<'r 

l1ad said nothing· 
· ~leant a. ccm:-~icler-

:-:.'-l.m. <llHl it otlh- ltaYe be''D fair 
the Pr~.._·mier to !taY<~ ('xPn''3Sf'(l hi<, Yif'~.":b 

011 tlta.t noiJ:t. It ""rt . ..: not. Jl('ll'~::,ary fur ev-ery 
m0mlH~'r ·to g·o throu.uh all th0 details on tht 
di:-;cu~sion of the mut.i_on. For the rPasmls 
advanced. he intf'nded to :-;upport the "?.:esolu­
tioits. 

::VIr. BAR f01'\ (Carnarvon): With regard to 
the construction of this line. if every member 
knPw t!ro vast amount of freight we lost by 
postponi11g- jts coustruction they wou~d be 
rnuch snrprl.,.Pd. Thf~ area 0£ wheatgTO\VIng or 
ccoreul land, taking it fro1n Texas as far as 
C~oondiv'indi, and even as far as the Barwon, 
there ,., as a rnore. extensive area of country 
than the Darling Downs proper, which, as re. 
garded ccreal production, was quite equal to 
anvthing in the Howa district, and anyone who 
ha~i been there would bear him out. He wished 
to removP any impression there might be t~at 
he had any personal interest in the construotron 
of the line, as he did not hold an acre in that 
district, and was treating the matter from a 
public point of view. It \\,rs a district running 
right Llp to Goondiwindi, comprising land 
"fuch produced tobacco of a quality equal to 
tbat grov. n in any part of the State, and which 
fctclwd twice the price of other tobacco grown 
hero. The land along the border was also 
<'quu.l as pastoral country to any that he !mew 
of. anrl the stook from that district a! ways 
topped tho market. He had seen cattle sold 
there which averaged £10, £11, and £12 per 
head in the mob. In the interests of the State, 
and in the interests of Goondiwindi in parti­
cular. it was a mistake that the line left off 
where it was. The construction of this line 
,,oultl tap the silver mine at Silver Spur, which 
cnmaincd silvm· equal to anything of the kind 
ia the Stat~. They did not hear much about it 
because it paid so well, and they had no oc­
casion to pull it. He had the honour of open­
ing the Goondiwindr show the other day. and 
hac! an opportunity of seeing the amount of 
trade that came from New South \Yales into 
(/uccmsland. He- was surprised to sec all classes 
of Briti8h and foreign merchandise coming in 
there. There were tons of it. He could assure 
thm11 that thP,\' did not know how i1.,;mcnse that 
traffic was. The district was suitable for cotton 
cnitiYrrtion. S('vcral of the farmers thf' 1'C' had 
written t.o him. and hf' promised to try it, as 
he hclrevcd it ·;:ould be a successful crop. The 
r:v~"r at Coondiwindi was a 1•e-autiful Ollf\ and 
it fiCJwed in a variety of ways. It skirted the 
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border all the way down, and it was full of 
fish of every possible clescriptiou. J~Je beheved 
that when the line was built Brisbane would 
actually ha vc a supply of fresh fish coming 
from tlwre every morning. (Laughter.) [.iYir. 
Fon~iYTH: That settles it.] (Laughter.) It 
made him thoroughly happv to see the House 
in such a good humour. (L~ughtn.) All these 
statent~nts he \Vas n1aking \vere positive facts. 
[Mr. SmnmsET: R pecially llw fish.] Ile 
courted 1nquuy on anything he spoke about. 
There were apples growiug in that district and 
chcrrirs from vihich thcv had to take two bites. 
The railway from the border to Brisbane would 
be smmhing hke 290 miles, but from Svdney to 
lhJOncliwindi it would be something ;:JVer 500 
n11les. The geographical po~ition. therefore, 
showed that a stream of trade would flow into 
Brisbane. If hon. members had known as 
much before as they did now, they would 
newer h& ve voted against that line being built. 
It was oueof the most important lines they had 
in the State, and would cause a great amount 
of settlement to take place there. He had no 
hesitation in saying that before long the popu­
lat!On there would be three times what it was 
at the present time. As regards hon. gcntle­
;nen rdernng to the small rainfall there he 
could assure them that it was as groat as' the 
rainfall on the Darling Downs. He had seen 
two small areas of country which gave a crop 
of 30 lmshels of wheat to the acre in each 
area. The Government was doing the correct 
th:ng- in bringing a matter like that forward, 
and lw hoped hon. members would see it in the 
proper light. 

Mr. SO:II[ERSET (Stanz,~y): The Minister for 
Railwa}S had said that he regretted that more 
hon. m0mhcrs did not know this country. He 
could not say that he know all the country this 
!me would pass through, but he had been 
throu:;h parts of 1t and would sav what he 
kne.w a~ouL it .. Of the country he had visited 
111 tne C"oonchwmch d1stnct he could only speak 
m 1ts faYo;<r. In 1885 he had inspected, and 
oubscquontly plHchascd for J\lr. C. G. Tindal, 
~f lla.nlOI~nic, bvo runs on the Dumaresq or 
i::lovent Rtver-Bonshaw and Gunvan stations. 
HP saw Texas station also Yotm-an and had 
:r;sited other sL1tions' on the :VIaci~tyre and 
!=l!'rwon Hn·er8, and had been out beyond 
_iV elltown. The only objection to the purchas­
mg of the two runs under offer to him at that 
tmw was the lar:;e quantity of freehold land 
whwh had been purchased, and which had to 
be takell and paid cash for. In his opinion, 
howevm·, the land was so good, and so well 
worth rurchasmg, that he bought those two 
runs--Boushaw and Gunvan-which went to 
show conclusively what' he thought of the 
land .. 'l"hc apple-tree flats on the frontage wore 
HEtgnlfic 'llt; he had nf'vor Hcen finer anvwherc 
not c:cn mt the Barcoo. Ho consider.;d ther~ 
was a vast quantity of excellent land in that 
district. 

:\fr. HARDACRE (L<ichhrmlt): He had come 
to the conclusion _with regard to the adoption 

, . of rat! way propo'lds that there 
[v.30 p.m.J should be some better method of 

rlealin:; with them before obtain­
ing tlH~ ~anction of 1nen1hers of tlw :House. 
At present, the proposals were submitted to 
mPmlJcrs who !me·, very little about the 
country. except 'vhat \\'US do\Yl1 in the Corn~ 
missioner's report. Before tlwy adopted rail­
way proposals they should consider whether 
they were likely to provG remunerative and 
they should have some evidence that' they 
would be so .. One or two meml•ers who hap­
pened to be mtorestcd in a particular railway 
would get up and talk about the natural re-

sources that this particular railway would de­
velop, and then in a few years' time they would 
find they were burdened with a railway that 
was not remunerative, and he lJelieYod that 
this would be one of that class. [Mr. Co\\'AP: 
\Yhat about the Spri_ngsuro ltaib,, ay? That is 
unrenlunt'rativo enuugh.] That had nothing· to 
:lo \Vith him. rrhat 1sas a political railway, and 
tf he had boon in the House at that time he 
,cn~tld have yoted agaiu~t the building of it. 

BProrc they passed the railway they should see 
1t was likely to prove remunerative. [An 
hononral:lo 1ne1nller: \Yhat stroni?er recoin­
mendation can you get than that ~f the Com­
nnssioilf'l' ?] That was only ono wqJert. 'They 
dtoulrl have a specially constituted body of 
experts who had had experieuc<~ of such n1at~ 
ters, and they could give their opinion to the 
IIou~c. L1-1on. E. B. FoHREST: ·You have got 
all that hero in this report.] Ho would be will­
illg· to yoto for auythjn,!~ that was fair and 
rPa"mahle, but thought they should see that 
there was somo prospect of this line paying. 
They should lw told whether it would pay 5 p~r 
ct•ut., 4 per cent., or eyen 8 per cent., and he 
could not beG his way to conscientiously vote 
:for this rajhvay proposal, because ho believed 
it would Lre an additional bm·de\n round tho 
taxpayers' ueck. rrhe preponderance of the 
al'g-ument put forward t.hat afternoon was not 
that the railway would be likely to prove rcmu­
ueratiYr'. lmt that it would drag the trade that 
now went to Sydney clown to the port of Bris­
bane. [The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Not 
drag it. .Frorn Goondi\viudi to Brisbane it is 
~33 miles, 'wd from Goondiwindi to Sydney it 
ts 513 mile,.] That might be an exceedingly 
good thing so far as the port of Brisbane was 
coucrrtHocl, hut the l!ouse should not construct 
a raih,Tay that \vould otherwise prove unrcrriu­
nei~ative simply because it IYas going to bring 
trade that would go to Sydney into the port of 
Brisbane, aucl benefit a fow commercial houses. 
Another argument had been put forth that it 
would hing tho trade to Brisbane because the 
distauce to Brislrane was much shorter than it 
woulrl be to take it dm,~n to Sydney. [The 
SECRETARY FOR RAIJ.\YAYS: The distance is; less 
than half.] It \\as understood that under the 
lntPrstate C(nrnni:::sion there \voulrl be no pre­
ferential rates allowed on the railway, so that 
tlw railway freights would be certain to be less 
to Brisbane than to Sydney. But tlwy had to 
n"nwrnbcr tl1at therB were better harbour faci­
lities am! better commercial facilities in New­
castle. v:hich vas nearer still than Sydney. 
[The SECRl<:TARY FOR RAILWAYS: It would still 
be 200 miles nearer to Brisbane than to Syd­
ney.] The difference in fr<•ig-ht would to some 
ext+>nt he countNbalanced h' the extr<t com­
mercial aud harbour facilities at ]';ewcastle. 
ancl he LelicvPd that the commercial houses of 
::_'\~" 8\vcasHc an cl Rydncy wonld take it upon 
thernselves to pay the {"xtra freight in order to 
t'ri11:.!,· the 1rac1e down into N0w Smd h \Yale"'-. 
Th<'y loww that they could go to Sydney to­
day and buy things much cheaper than they 
ccmlcl purchase them in Brisbane,_ and they also 
knew that thev could ~end t.he1r \VOO] awav 
from 80-rltlf•y at, a cheaper Tale than they could 
snncl it from Brisbane. [Hon. E. B. 
]<'ORREST: \Ye "ant to stop that.] The build­
ilia; of this railway would not stop that_ 
i Hon. E. B. FouREST: Yes, it will.] There 
was oYorwhcln1ing evidence that it would not 
stop it. The:c were told that New South Wales 
intonrlcd to construct a fm·tl1cr section of rail­
wcty from ]\force to J\Iungincli. Anyone who 
hukcd at the map would sec that if that line 
wc1·c~; built it would get th" trade of tho whole 
district round Goondiwindi, because it would 
dtnin the district further west than the ter­
minns of tho Queensland line-that was so 

Mr. H ardacre.] 
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far as the trade of the port of Brisbane was 
uoncerncd. \Vith regard to the lino paying, 
they had boon assurod that it would pay, be­
cause the Cormmsswner had reported that it 
would pay. The Commissioner had done 
nothing of the kind. While tho report of the 
pr9scnt qomrnissioner '''a.s yague and indo­
fi,ute, ana was not a favourable report on the 
whole, e:\cept m general terms the late Rail­
way Con1missioner's report----th~ report was of 
a man equally responsible to this Commissioner 
-;-"as absolutely and emphatically opposed to 
tnc construotwn of the !me. [The SECRETARY 
FOH RAILWAYS: M.r. Thallon was over the 
country, ancl 1Hr. Gray was not.] He did not 
lmow anythmg about that, but he could not 
uncJ"rstand how a Railway Commissioner in a 
J:osponsiLlo position, when called upon to n1ake 
a ,·cport to the Legislative Chamber, would re­
}~ort tu1favoun1~)ly on a p~·oposal 1nade by the 
uovcrnrn0nt Without. haY1ng been over the 
countr:v. This \Vas what 1\Ir. Cotnn1issioner 
Gmy said in his report of five years ago-

Beyonrl the 
but little bud for 
nn\1 tllc eow1try the!H'<; nn1vard 

and rl,ciry f:tnuill'! tliu li11u approaelte~ 
.'Yhnre. 1 uu11-·P~\and. agrkultnral land is 

WltlJ, hut not m hrf.:,'e area . .;;. 
'~<HlliOL (:mJ~·eH·ntion."h- say th~1t the 1n·o~peet::; of 

thi;,; Pxt~'lhion an: ('lleonril"iu,:· ,·erta1uly not lJeyond 
tl1c !i:·~t 10 mites. - n .~. 

·:Fnrther un h<-:: 8'1id-· 
I 1Ja.Y<-' ~ 1 far rr:f'ra;nell fmm 

bctwcPn tl:e altcru~tivp 1 nt(•:-< fnnl 
}llttF-wcn·th.to Connrl.i\Yiu(li and Nt. Ceorgc the 
Pl'()po• ·t1 J:np has lH~Cll rl'ferr• tl to me a:- a brmwb 
per .<>e to 'l'ilttlll~·:-; Cr('t::k. H. llowt·H'l". this hraneh j,.., 

iute1Hle1l as a tllc }Jroj.;<'l<~d exten~ion to 
{;ooll(ii\vindi :~t. Gcorg.t ... I sllonl1i acrt<tidy 
be_ aHorrlt-·! aftL·r t·x:uuiniu;.; the di~-
tnct. d a~ from wlwt I have 
hi til'd hy tri:tl RUlTCYS 
from ~nl1 tic" in nlv 

i~ ~ueh that the ()ovprnmeut.<>lwnltl cortaiuJ}· 
bclore tlwtH~dy.._·~ to tllc eon-

st,·netion nf any Ycr.'· Jm1gt.l 1 of linP lJy either 
route, it~ l :-ntt cl'1l.l'ly that neitf1cr line will 
he a proli~iLbtc ~ nndn :ill\' e1n~mn~tant'es 
tlw propn~Pd exten..,wn R!Jonld Hot ;,o bevond the 
1'oolburra Gate:.;, say l,l.~ .Hile~ out trOll~ \rar~ic!.;:. 

He th(-m concluded-
T mnch re.gn~t tll:LL I am. ~Ol11lWl1(•d to l'r:port Hll­

fa.Yourahl.T· of t!te }Jroposcd extension. lmt I erm~idcr I 
should be !'ailing· in my tlnty to the state if 1 omittc(1 to 

a:.; c!c n·ly af.l po:-slblc heror(' tlw Gonwn!llcut the 
pl~08pni't.-:; of tllh. cxtcn:-:i0n, :mrl. the c·..:tc~nt of 

the J tahillllL'~ inYohe,t. 

last vcar, 
'imf'.-.: :1-..: "1nt1ch a.s 

.unod' s.-ca~olJS. has ber·n a 
zll tile time on the \Yinton !iue.j 
tl1nt: the Spnng·Hlll'C line. did not pay 
Ju:-:t1fy thf' construction of anothet 

[i11r, HardarrP-. 

that would not pay. [:\lr. J. LEAIIY: All 
tl'unk lille::o pay. You should nut take a 

'l'clion lik€ that.] Ho admitted that the trunk 
li tlL) paicl Y-ery well. hut their \Yostern sec­
tiolls clid not pay. J£ th{" hm1. 1n~rnber's argu­
HlC'ni \. D'.;; to bP taken a.s co1·n~,ct. and they 

tn1w the line, as a ', holf'. then they 
cxtrnd the \Vcstcrn liw'' out to the 
of \Tc.;;tern i\.us1Talia into t1le great 
ccu!lltTy. Evcl',YOllP knc:\'i', hoi\YO/V·nr, 

;,vas a lirni t to the rernunerativenf'·SS 
extPnr1ed ill the direct;nn of rajn­

Tlw line· l'ct\YC'Cl1 H EU"henden 
did not pay. a:nd lleithcr~did the 

Charlnyillo anc1 Cunna,rnulla. 
Both will pa~· 1\CU a:-' soon 

:-:c t~:Jn:-; r-eturn.·! (J lca.r, hear!) Tl1e 
Letv .. ·cc•n Charl{~y;J:,c a,nd CunnainuJla was 

the l_1l"Ul10SOd ra.hva:v with the -ex-
it 1Yas further from t.he coast; 

to tlw Clw,rlevillt"-
harl a !cL'S to the 

tlH' 
\Yecks :1 , (J tlw 
it to Pill ;, 

aud. 

r~nd i11-

'Pn·.;;~ rr · Jol'ts. 1'x~ .~·c11 tlerrwn a. '·ort. 
of rroiT~l..t~ that a rnihYaY r 01_;.:d he cnnstruct<Cd 
through that district. rThc SECRETARY FOR 
HAlLWAYS: Neither you nor anyone else 
can show m~ any such" promise.] He did not 
wi.,h to misrepresent the hon. gentleman, but 
there was a g-eneral kind of promise, and, as 
lwaring out his belief, the hon. gentleman 
said tl~at; the largo stations would have to be 
broken un 1nto sn1allcr areas. [The SECRE­
TARY FOR~ RAILWAYS: I made no promise.] 

accepted the hon. gentleman's contradic-
If the railwav 'Yas constructed Tid 

\Varwick the possib]lity of a railway being 
built through the Pittsworth district would 
yanish. I( the rai!"~ay was constructed at 
all. it r-ihould bo constructed by the route 
rccommf'ndPd hv the Royal Commission. 
\Yhilst was not unfayourably disposed to-
y, ards raihcay, he was not as strongly 

it as lw was to another which 
At the same time. it was 

a . good a line as the m1e passed 
and as t;hoy had not sufficient 

that it would be remunera­
te \·ote against it. 

'Jlr. CA:\1ERON (Brisbr:ne X m·th) was 
g·oing to support the raih\ ay, because he 
lwliP1·cc! it wouid be for the good of the 

gcncmlly. Hn clicl not lal"our under 
disadvantages as some other mem­

he knnw the whole of the coun-
"' ry well, nnd he was P''rfectly convinced 

thn l in" proposed would be a bm1efit not 
to Bt·isbano but to all Queensland. He 

not think th(~rc was any necessity to say 
a 1ything bl'yond expressing his intention to 
snpport the rr..;olution. 

'' ;\ir. P. J. LE.\liY (Warrrqo) had given a 
good 'knl of attention to this particular rail-



Whilst he was of opinion that it would 
pay, he thought it would pay some interest, 

alltt that it would do eonwthing towards do­
Yuloping the country. He did not share to any 
cun.-;idc•rablo extent the optirnistic views cx.­
prcssoJ by the Secretary for Hailways. l\1orce 
wtu only 70 miles L·orr1 Gooncliwindi. [The 
SEt'HE'L\HY FOI' H.\ILWAYS: It is 513 miles from 
:)ydtwy. J Bu;- there woulcl be no occasion for 
the people of tiw diotrict to de>tl with Sydney, 
thc•y conld do their business with Ne\\CastleJ 
though he admitted that tlw distunco from 
Uuun{liv,rindi to Brisbane \Vas consicl('rably less 
thun the distance fro1n Gooudiwindi to Now­
t .. stJC'. They v onlcl also probably get some 
trade from a district stretchinp.- 30 miles to the 

hU 1niles to the \Yest of Goon<liwindi; 
onlv 1neant an area of 1,500 square 

an•a et;ual to that of a couple of 
the-~ Cuuuamulla cli~trict. The Cun­

nninulla cutu:trv \Voulcl carrv ahnost as manv 
the CfooJHliwindi · but, not-

the laud, he 
wool and sup-

much. Neither 

'YorkiDp.: 
at ihe :::,ante a:--~ist in de-

countrv, tho Gon_-rnrrH'nt would 
in buildi;1g it; but he thought that 

Llcts c;lumld be put fully and fairly be­
fore the cornmittce and that thcv should not 
l>c dr:Judcd into_ thn beli(;f that a lil1e was going 
to \"elL He did uot think this line would 
puy the line horn \V arwick to Kil-
lat·ltoy or !mu which ran through much 
riuhC'r counh·y. For a number of years then~ 
was a lo% of about £1,000 on ·v:.;orking exponsf'~ 
on th(' 1\::illaruov lin0. I)urirnr the la~t voar or 
t\ 0. O\YJng to Rorne n1anipul~f:iou of .figvures in 

di6tances and that kind of 
an ean1ing povvor of £1 or 

cent .. but even now it wa.s run at a 
lo~s. nf the other linC's running into 
agricultnral districts woro in the saJno position, 

by a.nalogy, thPV \vere not justi­
that this line was going to 
But it did not necossariiv 

should not pass the line. n-;, 
\VU;-; qn-iJc the Government in their a.t­
tmnpl to diYert the trade of the district to 
Brisbane. Speaking broadly. the trunk lines 
u1 (.!uocnslancl paid. The hon. 1ncmber for 
r;cichharclt refoned to the alleged fuct that 
t1lc.re was a. con.-;HlC'ra.ble loss on the ra1l way 

Uharlovillc and Cunnamulla. but the 
tne1nbor nttu.-;t huvo kno\vn that the 

conHnencod alP'10St ilnlnecliatoly after 
built,, and \ra;;; 11ot. OYE:-~l' y{~t, f'O 

conctu:;:ion cuulc1 be dra\"Vll with 
caruings of tho lino. rrhcir true 

to be to link np the trunk lines; 
holding that Yi('V\·, m~n1bcrs reprc­

IY ostt>rn districts should not oppose 
near the coast if it could be shown that 

thcrt' Y'.l~ a rca~;onf1ble prospect of their pay-
1vorlaJJ("" cxnenses and a small arnount of 
_ He tl{c,ught that this line would pay 

\YJrlnng expenses and son1.e interest. and that 
it ·would also a -:jt in developing the country. 

* Mr. ::\fACJCI"\TOSH wa.s not ut all oppos<.•d 
to the con;;truction of this line because he 
believed in expending rnoney on 'railways that 
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wero likely to devt·lop the country. They had 
no great. rivers in (Jucensland; and unless 
they provided other 1neans of carrying their 
products to market, it '"as not possible for 
thcnn to de\·eiop thc~ir ru-.otuccs. The con­
struction would e:nst in round numbers 
£300,000. ~The PnDnER: No.] It was men­
tioned in the report that if old rails were 

l!snd it would reduc,; the cost, but ri p. Hl,] as far as he could see it would be 
Heady £300.000. Although the 

arr1ount V/<13 stated. £280,000, being an old 
contractor himself, always added 10 per 
cent. for contingPncics. J--Ie did not objPct to 
the construction of the lino, if we could afford 
it. He had no doubt manv members would 

with him that a gre(ct deal of money 
in wrong places, and he 

mnch better to develop 
nearer home than 
had listened at-

Prc,micr's speech. and vvas 
c xpo-.ition, but there were 
-which he could not agree 

to the suitabilitv of 
a tHl a.s to the ia,nd 

In his oninion 
was so thickly in-

nut gTow any rnore 
knf'W a g-reat dcnl about 

from tho SouthNn 
ancl he had 

for such 
Anoth~r point rderrPd 

1'\c,·c South Wales. vVe 
to el1arlhl bln to our nc~gh-

agrcc•rl with tho Premier that 
a gond thing to RE'Cnre our 

it ftom goin;r to l\'cw 
to the railway from 

he thonght that 
was done with a YiPw 
J\~cw South vYules 1-o 

li\fr. J_ LEAHY: No./ Rut 
rPsnlt'i 'I'lw Quc0nslancl Parlia­

pa<.;:-; a Bill to tax \voo] that went 
to New South vValcs which 

come to Onec·nslancL and he he-
that ral]\Yay ,,:'-lS constructed in the 

c0rtain pPoplr to giYf' them faciE­
their station produce to the 

But they would not do 
and an l~.ct · \Yas passed to 

wl1ich wrecked the Government. 
.go thron;.::h its natural channels, 

Cunnamulla and clown 
thoug·h the distance 
The V<'stcd interests 

part of the con11trv helon:Jed to the 
of ::":ew South \Yalcs.'and they would in-

their produce p:oi11g there. It was 
line mltllcl prcvcu t the people 
frorn sending th-eir goods to 
thougJJt was a fallacy, as the 

Uovernmcn( u! :-.few South \\'ales iutended to 
extend the line to ~\l uu:;incli. }{.-efcronce had 

tu ::Ir. rl'llallon's report. I\lr. 
::..:.c1:tler:nan for '"'·hcin he 

rC -~pe{:t. auJ. \\·as above 
ord"r at the 

would oxporiencC>d 
xnout b to Q,i re a. d-c:::crip­

tion nf productinme·-s of the large 
arPa bctweeu Tha11e and Goondivvindi iu re­
gard to the procluctiou of cereals. \\~ith regard 
to the hii,!h qualicics of the country round 
(5\enlyou, he quite agreed with the Prc-mier 

it produced a magnificent quality of wool, 
look at the quantity: ~\ fleece there went 

5 ll.J .. which at Ls. a lb. -would bH 5s., 
but our other Qiwcm;bnd districts would pro­
duce 10 lb. at Sd. a lb .• and it did not follow 

Mr. 1Yl ackintosh. J 
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L'f'causo it proJuced a fine wool it was better 
than cou11try 1.'\7 herc the "\Vool was of a coarser 
quality, as there was 111ore of it. No hon. 
uwrnber wa~ more· fayourable to the construe~ 
tion of means to conyoy the proJucts of the 
country to the lYHLrket than he as; \Ve bad uot 
got the satne natural facilitiPs as iu other parts 
of tlw world oither Ly road or water. and we 
n1u~J COIJStruct ntihvay.'5. but '''E~ n1u~t be care­
ful that tlw money was expemk•d ill the proper 
place, a~ we did wa!lt to be paying an 
cnorrnous amount of for bogus lines. 
\Ye lmd 1nilJion~ of o :r.._ :-; fur ea -H(', 
sheep, aud dairyirn:, and the g-reat considera-­
tion "'\Va.-: to get tlu? 1nost expediiious vvay to 
tra1Jsmit th<''<~' products to the markets of the 
world. f!p did not ohjPct to a railway being 
constructed to a mineral field to develop it, but 
they should have expert opinion that it was 
aboundlug vvith rnin{'ra]s \vhich were profita.hle 
to the Stut.p a,JJd to tlw . .n ·dlo iJn'P:3H'd their 
little all iLl it. \Yherc-ver there was goocl agri~ 
cultural land it was irnpos~il!le to go '-'\'l'OllfS' in 
constructing a railvvay, and if the land was 
available at a masmmule price there would be 
no c!ifficulty in getting· population follow. 
Tlw CoiYlrrii>:,:ioner said -there •YPre --t:J 
n1ilc~ HlbultaLJP for clo:-:,c s0tilemnnt. A 
grea.t IYlUlJ,Y had cha.r~ cd hirn with 
obj<x:ting to railv1av Lf'cau.:..;e it <ld not 
go from Pittsworth, but it did 11ot matter to him 
pc<·scmally '.uhether it went from Pittdworth or 
not; as he had a.n intert'~t in the general pro~­
penty of the country, and would like the rail­
way extended through country which would 
be fWtt~ed upon and be productive enough to en­
aUlc the settler~ \"''>'ho \\f\l'e cmn·wu•ou;-; enough 
to ~o upolt it to tna.ke Loth €!Hh rnc<•t. The 
Royal Cun1n1issiort, vvhich "vas appointed at 
an enonnous expense in 1&00~ \vas a.<:< competent 
a l:ody of ,U.'('iJltlc:nwn as it \'\Tas po):--.iLio to get 
in any part of ~-\u~tralia. It hac! been n1cn­
tioucd this (We11ing- that the commis~ion, by 
a majority of one, mcnmmended that the line 
to compete for tht' :\"ew So:>th \\'ales traffic 
should le cou:-.trnctccl ri([ \Ynnvick. lle ad­
mitted that on paper that wa.s th;:~ caf'{', but 
thev rnn!:'t l"car in n1iud tbat the:.. ·Pxten~·-ion 
th!.·ou~dr Pittswcnth vYoHlcl ,s:ro through 80 rnilf'.':i 
of country perft1 -:tly wat\_, 'Pd. the clirnatic con­
ditio-n:-! of which cnulll 11ct L:e 0ixce1J.ed, JJOr the 
fertility o·f the so·il e<}'nllcd, in any part of 
the \Vorld. T-~ o of the corrHni:<·ioners favonred 
thp construction of tlJP railway a.s part of the 
ri(i r, tn for ~trat0gjc pul'poses, Lccau~e 
that would he the best railway in case any of 
the Japanese or any other Eastern tribe 
dared to inYade either Sydney or :Melbourne. 
In connection with the construction of the 
1•icZ recta rc1ilway, he understood that those 
who cho~e that route were opposed to the 
extension from Pittsworth, because it would 
mean that they would have to go down the 
Toowoo111ba runge .instead of proceeding 'l:ir2 
Cuuninghall1's Gap. Taking into considera­
tion the surYcy of that lino, the track was 
three times lon;:;cr than it would bo if thev 
took it through the ,.; " net a and Cunning­
ham's Gap He considered that the present 
line would cost £300,000, but ho accepted the 
correction of the Premier that it would cost 
less, but estimates of railway construction 
were often given which were found to be 
wrong. He vms pieused that the railway had 
gon8 a~ far a TlHlll<~'fO c~·cek. a~ it had done 
an amount of good. Ho would be pleased to 
sec the line extended further if the country 
could afford it, but whon they had only a 
sn1all arnount to spend in raihray construct1on, 
why not spend it in the best places to promote 
cln"' ccttlcment 1 As for wheu.t rowiu;c. if the 
seasons wern favourable it might be all right, 
but from what he saw of the district he did 

[Mr.1J!l ackintosh. 

not think they could get 200 acres there ic 
one block that v:as su1ta.Ll0 for whca.t.grow­
ino·. He was sorrY to say that thc~y had not 
on~1urrh railwuvs ~n the Downs. Ever slnce 
they "had had "constitutional Government the 
Downs lmd not been looked after as 1t should 
hav0 be~n. Ho woulJ draw attention to the 
fact that the Southern lino was extended to 
Homa. the Cemral line to Longreaoh, and the 
Xorthorll line to Hughcnden, all on the 
State's own credit. If it had not been for 

that those districts would have no 
[7.30 p.m.] railways at all, and, therefore, 

whv should they not consent to 
the lunds thcr~; l:cing sold to n1ake raih~'ays 
in other districts, ,vfiere thoy were very much 
recjuired to promote settlement. There were 
a fevv acre:-::; of freehold intervening between 
the setUmncnt about 10 miles from Pittsworth 
Lf~fore tllc'i' ca.mc to .2\IiHrncrra.n. 1t \Ya:s a.s·,.,e·rted 
as a11 cx~·w-,-~ for 11ot Luildiu~ the L11c that 
a sq11at1~i~1g fau1il:y there hud secured a great 
dc•al of land, and ii railway were built there 
it v·ould cnhan0e valuo at the taxpayers' 
expense, anrl the owners of that land would 
gtet the heHefit of it. But it was not so long 
since the railway was built from Dalby to 
Cattle Crook thmugh 30 miles of private pro-

and · h:v should tho people of :\I ill mer­
ran pouaJisPcl ber:ause there was an rnter­
Yoning slrip of pri,·atc propcrt': between thorn 
an cl the he"! ,,£ raii way at the present time? 
Taking- tho Prt.-'niit>r's correction. tbf'· prop01saJ 
be-fot"c• thn Hou:::.e was to build a liue to cost 
£250.000. but. for mw-sixth of that sum he knew 

hcrp thev could builJ a lino that. would be the 
l110UIJ:.; of 'openin,<..;' up sorne of the finnst scrub 
am! forest lands that it was pos,il1lo to imagine. 
It. could pruduce cereals of all descriptions. 
In tile• cbtr:ct of :\lillmerran and Tura.llin 
thr,rC' w~:'re 8:!.0CO :.;;l;e.cp, the pr·oncrty of ~elec­
tors; 3,200 head of cattle; and 700 horses. The 
pigti they kept for horne consumption, so they 
wcro not tc.kcn into consideration. In the 
Grass-tree district there wore 16,000 sheep, 400 
iwad of cattle, 300 horses. and 300 pigs-mak­
ing a total of 08,000 shoep, 3,GOO head of 
cai"tle, 1,00() hmses. and 3l11l pi[!·s. From :\hll­
lf;Nrau and Turallin 18,:>00 bushels of wheat 
w·,re cartncl to Pittsworth oYer 28 miles of 
biacksoil plain. At Grass-tree they had 440 
tm1~ nf 1vh<•at. At :\lillmcrrau a.ncl Turallin 
thcv had L 120 acres under cultivation; at 
Ur~ss-trP.e, 1,5,10 acres. On Y:tndi1 la. station 
thc-v had oYer 1.000 acres under cultivation­
lw ·harl no information regarding the yield; 
lml he was told thov had about 80.000 sheep. 
The wool from those 'sheep, and from the 98,000 
bl'lo:nging to the selectors, had to be carried 
onT the black soil. There was also a dairy 
factor~~ of very extensive dimensions, and 
hui!t ~n tbe ne':."f';t principJcs; hnt 'vJ1at \i\'as 
dw guurl of it in hot ' . .-outher unless they had 
the weans of expediting the transit of the 
m:mufadurcd prod net to market? It might 

two davs to t.alm it to Pittsworth, but, 
1·ain came .. on, there was no saying \vhen it 

wonld get thoro. vVith reference to the 
promise "hiuh was stated to have been 
I!W.<le b.v the SecreLry for Railways in regard 
to the cunstnwtion of a line through that dis­
tr;ct, ho wonlcl q uotc from the report of the 
hotL gentleman's speech whwh appeared 1n 

t,he (}ouricr of 2:3ncl August last. The hon. 
~2;entl('rnan, in thG course of an address pre­
"'ntod to him b' a most representatiYe bodv of 
wtt:ers at ::\lilhnerran. said--

" of the district. and 
he fie.;.irf'ri to'~ 1~18 re:'<.irlf'nb on the :o:pirit 
~m<l rntprprl~o h··d enahlt'1l them, in tlH~ hcc of 
manv difiicnlti<'i". tonc!'omplish ~c nmd1. for tliC'Y had 
:11re~lriY nee •mpliRheii nmch in the wa~' nf :lgri(•nl tnral 
develthnneut. TheJ ~aid they wanted a railway, anCl 
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he was nnt snJ·prhwd that they were lo0king with 
long ng- ryPs b tile thl~· when tilcy \VOnlcl llrtYe railway 
cornJnnnieatiorJ. Tlw de>clopmcnt of the Do,,·ns in an 
agricnlt nrat ~L!Jsc h·td bt~C'U fllw to rathLt.Y eoHJmnni­
enlion. atHl to it was att1ibatable tlw achan<'e \Yhidt 
hacl bP<)lJ 1uade in dail·.yiug. Dairying lt::td gin~n a gT8at 
fillip to a;;rieultnnd indn~Uy autl to portion:-: or Darling 
Down~ \V1rere rhcrc \Yas railwav co1nmunicatinn ."\ome 
of t.he st~ttlC'rs in thrs distrir't ,\,ho were nearly 2S 111ilos 
from tlJC nt1l \l . . y hea1l. \YPre 1r\ilJ)! to carr~· or; dairying, 
alHlilc a(h:J.ll'Cd their pinek an cl entcrp1·i~c. 

They \Yante<l a 1ailway. hnt there were a grc 1t man\' 
people in ranon-; pai'tR. of the ::5tate \YIJo a!..:;o w mtA'd ~~ 
rail\Y<~,V. ancln.alllf'(•stly it w:.ts qHito imve·.sihle t'or him 
to Jll'OHilse :dl tlln.-.:e rai!w~t_,·s with any hopD that he 
woaid be able to lf Jc ·m ll1s p!·omises. 1'lte only way 
in whieh the-le l'('(jll""ts f 11' nulwn.'· coJmnnni<:atiou 
coulllhe t11·'tlt with was npou their merits The ouly 
pt'omise he cnnld mah:P now wnnld 1>n that this apvli~ 
ettion \Vonl!l be dealt with on i1s merit.:;. Their 
claitHs would be crmsi(le]'(~d with tlle· claims of other 
dis· ric>ts. lJnL lw \voni1l frankly tell t.hem that he 
bl'lieYed t haL llJU \1lstl'iet. that efJ.nld Jll'O(lnce a better 
claim to railwa.\· eoi\IHlllnication than this must be a 
vcn· fill(~ district inc}(~ed. (Hear, lJCHr :1 

* * 
A strong" rc:tson in favour of it wa" that it would 
make available JJOt.onl,'{ lam1 whieh hn.d been alien<ttecl, 
bnt it woulcl et; able tlte (1-nvernment to realise npon 
the la.n<t still irt tlw possess to a of the Crown. (HP·tr, 
hear!) 

* * * 
~o far as this raiiway was concerned, he wonl(l J::t~' all 

the information he hafl befol'e his eolle:.tgne~. and when 
the time came for the eon:-.ideration or tt1e ntrious 
cla..ims t'or railwny con..;truetion, he tlvmght in eompeti­
tion with the otl1er rlif.:triets the (~!aims of this <listriet 
would be found "'-nfficiently \YCi..:hty to indnec the 
Government to constrLlCt this extemdon. (Applanst~.) 
He harl not the least douht tlutt if the\' .-;lJonlll (lP-cirie 
to bmld the rail\\ a\· tile itmnt~diate resnlt would be to 
give a, greatPr impe.tns tn close sett!· ment in this dis­
trict than any other thing eould _gh·e. He \Yonlt:l pro­
mise them th<-tt their claims would rct~CiYe 1he fullest 
and mo ... t favourable con~Idera,tiou. (Hear, hea1' :) 
'l'hev mnst rf'cognise. however. that the uowers of the 
Govcrument in tmttters of railway cnnstructwn were 
stricti~- limited by the means at 'their dispo.-;aJ. The 
amount of lmm money at the disposal of the Govern­
ment was limited, and that 'vonld. in itself be a 
governing faetm· in the amonnt of railway construction 
thaL they wonld be able to mtdertakc. Bnt it \Vas 
highly desirable-! t.hat thr.\· flhould emleavonr. :ts far as 
possihlc. to push out railways into cli:.;;tricts wlJcre the 
rcsponsB wonld bo prompt. anri where it would take the 
form of closer settlement and ine1·ea~erl 11rofluetion. 
Thb was one of the distl'i(•ts in w!Liell he thongllt the 
response to the inereased :Hlvanta.ges whkh railwny 
con~ttllction would giYe wonld be immediate and mo!'lt 
gratifying. (Hea1·, hear:) 

Cmn1nent from him waR nnneces~ary The hon. 
gentlr>n1nn rn){rle a diplomatic speech \vitlwnt 
committing hirn.s •If to the con~-;truction of the 
rctilway. -He continued-

The pos.~lbilities or tll\-l district W{~re practically un­
limited and he <'ould promise them that their request 
for a railway woui<l re Qive vet')' ~nnpatttctle eon~idera­
tion ;.~t 1l1c hands of the(~ovPrnment. l\'itlJOut ma .. king 
~tn.v ddinite promise. !le l!opnd it wonlcl not be long 
l>efore they h,td a railway to some central noint .... 
He thnu;.riJ.t it wonld lJc the rlnty of Pal'li tfnent to g-iYe 
them ilt:tt l':tllway commnnit:atwn. (J __ pplau~e.) 

}[e 1nig'ht 1nention wh:1t a, prominent gentlenwn 
from \fictoria, .stated wit.h re:-;pect to the I.IOS-

sibilities ;md fertility of that pccrt 
[8 p.m.] of the ]),,dingo Dow1b from Pitts-

worth t() 1\{illrnerran, comprising- a 
rad:u< of 2~ m ileH. This was the Hon. }Ir. 
E,~gar, a kPen cmniuereial bn.siHe.s<.; n1an, and a 
momber of the Upper House in the Vietorian 
lJcLrliament, who ::-;aid-

If tlwy had t.hi~ }tart of Qtwcnsla.nd in \-ictoria lle 
ventured to say they wonhl ha ye ba!f H. do~:en rnllwa.y 
line~ rnnning through it-{IIem·, h~ar !:-and they 
\Yould advt:rti~c it the wicte world over. . . . There 
W!lS a magnifieent tenitory here. ~tnd th~ people 
all'eij,d_Y settlPd were trying to do tlwir best .. bnt thev 
wanted a little fiovermuent a~sistauee. 'l'hey wantell. 
the better f:wilities that a raihvay would gi.ve to enahle 
tltl'lm to Clllnpete with other producers who had those 
advantages. 

~Jr. Toimie said that if hn had a railway in 
his pocket this was thee first part of the Stat& 
which \potdd p;et it. aud ::\Ir. 1-Jutton, from Vie~ 
tnria, said ;:;ornt:thing· to the san1c ·effect. 1-Ie 
\\·as not ar;ainst the'· construction of this rail~ 
·~ay if ther& was any pos,i!Jility of it paying 
thf' n1onev cxpoud('d on it". construction, but 
a..;; a practical rnan he wa.;;; not prepared to vote 
for the Pxpenditurc of extravagant sun1R of 
public 1noncy on projoct~ ·which \\ere not likely 
to pa,v intP'·ost. Gip:autic 8Utrls had l•et~n sp-ent 
on public lmildini!S which it would have been 
LPtter to l<1ave until the country could afford 
to build them. llP could remorn\Jer the 
<true:~ lcs which the settlers in tlH~) Pittsworth 
di . ..;;tri~ t \\'Bnt through for years, and it was a 
clistrict most suitable for the production of 
ce-real crop·:. TherP \vas also another district­
Oakcv Creek-in >vhich ]\fount Russcll Estate 
wa~ ~itnated, and he could assure thc1n that it 
'~':1.:; tlH'· L'P'·1· wlJL'ftJt~rowlllg c!i..,trict iu Quc-vns­
lall(] to-day. c\ railway from Oakcy Cr:ek, 
.Jonclaryan. or Uowrif1 could bo built n;rht 
thrnugh llappy Valle7 on to J\lount Russel!. 
all the way through tlnckly settled parts andrf 
tho rail',• av went throu:::h that it would be 
mor<' thickly settled. The line would be per· 
fectlv level., Another could be built from Clif­
tou to .Ellan!!:'OWan. vid Coo1nburra and Free~ 
stone-or a t'ramwav could be built as a feeder 
to thf• main line. Tiwy had 13,000 miles of light 
raihYav in France as fe-eders to the main lines, 
and they had the means of shifting wagons 
\vithout removing the goods. If \ve ''ranted to 
put the land in Queensland to its proper use, 
wP rnust bo practical, and not go to the gigan~ 
tic expen~c of building linPs in barren country. 
\Yhere struggling people had been in a district 
for the last forty years, we were bound to 
ath,ud to their wants before going into a big 
scheme for a railwav of qu<"stionable value. 
He was not opposed" to the construction of a 
railway, but to the unnecessary expenditure of 
monc'J which could be more congenially and 
ust'fully expended in making the pioneers of 
tlw country happy and prosperous, and' 
enabling them to talw their produce to market 
with the gTeatc..;;t ea·".P and ren1uncration, and 
thus conduce to the general prosperity of the 
country. 

* :\lr . .J. LEc\llY (Rulloo): The hon. gentle­
nunl wl1o bad .in:st sat dov.'n ha-d his .syrnpathy, 
a,nd he tlH n9'ht tlwt of n1ost rno1nbers of the 
lJmJ~P. Hr hafl L{'-en to11in~· tlwn1 \vhat wa~ 
his ,hare of t.lH' spoil of tl1e Darling })owns 
c:-o.mbina,tion. Sorno y,,_:op\_~ :-:a.id that our rail-
,~ ay s. 'la~ all \VTOJJ.f.!.; that \Ye had started 
011 wrong ; and, !f our pn1 Jocf'S:ciOl'S knc 1 -l 
,IS much as we did now the probabilitv is that 
thct· n1ight uot have done a great n1a11~y thing;:, 
\Yhich they did. I lf' was quit~"' prepal'ed to 
a.dn1it t.lJat if onr ra.ihvay~ \\PH~ to be 1Juilt 

agai11 thPy would uot, lw laicl dovvu on 
pxact liu.c.., \;rhich tllL'Y u..re as a. great 1nany 

and other pu!Jlic \York:-; bad been 
111 tile \\'l'Ollg' pLLce. But that. \Vas no 

-~tion on the pe-ople who precC'de,J us, and 
it wa, donbtful if we lw\ e actml differ-
f'llih·, alld he thou ht the ParlitLmf1nts 
of t}w pa..;t comp1.red 1nore- than favourabh 
·with thl· prP:--eut Parlliune-11t. ProL,a.bly, those 
\vho foll(nn'd u~ wonld refioct very :-:-trcJ'n~Jy on. 
..-orn{~ of our actiou,z. but he donlJted whethPr 
tlte\' would havo doll{' wiser thlng~ t.ha-11 wo 

· doill~ uow 1 f o\veveL \\·e ltad to take 
wf1ich \\'V') dow::~, \Yhcthcr it 'A' US done 
or wroll''lv. PPrsouallv, he- \Yas op­

iu the lirs't, place, to tlw line ?'Oing 
.. 1"\VJCk to Thalle's ('reek. r:.\1r. =-'1Ax­

WELL: Did not you introdncP it?] , 'l'he horL 
n1on1her \\'a.;-; \\TOJJ.1,.;·; he, should support the 
line fron1 Pittsworth as it.s proper starh11g 
place, but tlwy could not shut their eye' to 

Mr. J. Leahy.] 



11:i:i8 1'/wne to [ASSJ<~:\ll3LY.] 

fact, that :3:J rnil-e,s had been con~tructed 
\\'arwick to Thano'~ Creek, whetlwr 

or wrongly; ~o, if the lin(:~ 'vas -ex­
drc proper cours(" \,'uult.l he fron1 

Cn."c.k under ~-he circum:-)tauces. '.lhat 
IH'l~':lt~utr~.d auotht'r question-\vhother the tinH7 
had arriye.d to follow UJt that a.t all'l 

a .. -; illclillf~d to thiuk tlwt \Yas nut. 
rnan.v 01 Ju-•r o[ tho State 

arn(lUJ:t 
the fut-ure. 

'3ihh- 1 ~tt 1 JH'ir ',·yP~t{'lTl 
last fin' vcar' thev had hail 

with far 
di~trict. 

r)ortiou of 
1(j0 Jni1e~ fro1n 

di·· tricts ;n 

in the \'lest. and thing, had prof'tt.y bad. 
but lw felt that prosperous times for the \Yc .. t 
.. would conw again \Vith a rctun1 of good 
:-<C 1SOHS. \Yhen t.hev did lllOllC'~ \\'01_dd bc­
plolltifnJ. there woulcl lw. prosperity in thB 
\Vest. and cyerything wonld LP in a flourishing 
conc1irjon in the coastal towns. To n1cct that 
thPv sho,1lcl Pxtcnd their railwavs out in that 
rlirc0tion. [Tho SJWHETARY Pou RAILWAYS: 
\Ve nave already pa,sed a resolution to extend 
a raihnty 200 miles in that direction.] 'Whore 
·wa.-; tlmt'f [rfhe SECRETARY 1~on R.AILWAYS: 
Clor:cm-ry and Lilydalc.] Ho was Hpeaking of 
State railways. If he had the choice of voting 
for the construction of the Cloncurry and 
Goondi windi lines hA would sooner vote for 
both tog-c·t.h(~r than throw out one. rrho con­
struction of the CJoncurry line vyouJd con1pcn­
sato twofold or threefold for the loss that 
\,:oulcl be .:ustaiuc'd bY the Goonr1iwindi line. 
HH would have liked" to sco tho GoYNnmcnt 
bring in three or four rnorc railway proposals. 
'!'hey had a pmposal to extend the Northern 
line towards tho setting Run, nnd another to 
sPud out the Central li-ne. I1ow was it that 
tl~cre was nothing about extending the South­
\\ ostorn lnw? Tho survey was complotc to 
Thurgornindah, and where ~'<1R there any men­
tion of oxtendillg the rail wa.v thoro? rrrhe 
SECHETAnY FOR Pnni .. Ic LA~nS: I hearer vou 
say yourself that th" time had not arrived to 
build a raihvay to Thargon1inclah.] N"onsense! 
But there is not CY'l~n anv reference to 
the extending· of the line' there. They 
\vcro g·?ing to build other lines to prO­
tect their trade, but what. was the good of 
protecting· their tradH in a little pocket and 
leave a whole district without protection., 

[Mr. J'. Leahy. 

The trade of tho \V est was just as important 
to Brisbane as the trade of the coast. If the 
Prcrnicr \vas not going to extend the South­
\\'cst<-~rn lino he might have made~ son1o syrn­
putlwtlC rnention of it, and he rnight have 
stated that tho line would he extended in the 
future. fhP Prct:ujer, in introducing the pro­
pu.-:;ai, had giYen them a description of the 
cuuntr\-, and told thorn a number of other 
thing·s, "·hid1 in thcrnse!Yes were th0 merest 
fonn~ of abstraction unless so1ne deduction was 
d: a 11 ftom them. But tho hon. gentleman 
did uot drav·: anv deduction froru them to show 

lt v:ould hP. a. pa;ving lirw. r.rhat was what 
wanted to know. H.aihvav lines \vcre con­

strucJ•d fnr three or four diffefe-nt reasons-for 
stratcgctic purpose's; for national purposes; for 

or to secure their trade-and 
kno\v on which of those lines the 

\'\'tTe propo~od. LThc 8ECRJ<~T~~H.Y FO.R 
HATLWAYS: l toid you wo were bmldmg trns 
line for corr1rnr.~rr1al stratngciical purposes, and 
to c1ovdnp the vmntry now lying idle there.] 
The question was how much could they afford 
to pay for buildiug a line for stratcgotical pur-
pose". The· of business was to 
conduct it on \Yould f-',iYe a profit, 
anrl that was tho principle on- which they 
should consider their railwavs. The hon . 

. mmnbcr for Cunni·nghan1 had sa1d 
[S.;lO p.m.] that the• re were 200,lHlO sheep in 

thP (~oondiwindi clistrict~-that 
that was stock returns of tho Goondiwindi 
nPttv se distcict. He (:!\lr. Leahy) had 
L ·~ interest in tho rnaiter, aud hP knew tbat 
all \Yool \Vas earning 1'ron1 the-re to Bris-
huw. "o thrH tht'.Y h<trl t.hc trade already for 
Bri~LanP which they said thPy \vere going to 
gPt by lm.ilcling this raih\ay. The \Vho]c of 
that country wa' not slwep country at all. If 
th"y looked at the map issuer! by the Railway 
Dqmrtr.1ent thoy would sec tlmt there was a 
goocl dt"1l of ea'ttlo countr_y there. They clid 
not l.;YPp cattle- on eountry that vvas fit for 
shec,p, in the SouthNlJ portion of the State at 
an:v l'tttc. A5~urning thnt this country carried 
2C,IJ,0()0 sheco, what additional reYenuce would 
th0y brin~; to the railwa~¥' assun1ing that each 
flppcc wPi!.!."hPd 4 lb. of :-;COUl."L'd ·vvoo] on an aver~ 
:nre-. [Th~ SECRETARY FOH PrBLIC LA::-;;Ds: How 
do vou know tho:.;e fig·tu·es arc- corn~ct? \V ere 
tlw~- bkeu lately'(] Y"': they "''rP taken last 
Fcbructry. En'n supposing that this district 
earrir·d GOO:OOU shc>t>p---hc was surA the Goon­
di windi pett~~ 'r~:-:;;:.,ions district \Vonld not carry 
1norc than tbat-·--whai- adc1it1onal revenue 
'· onlcl thn carriage of the wool bring to the 
railwa".T ': lf the lino came from l\1orce to 
:Mnngindi, the cli•.trict beyond Gooncliwindi 
would be far ncaror to that linP. {The 
Scwm:TAr.Y :ro, RAILWAYS: It would be far 

to a port by the Goondiwindi line.] 
; but tht'W was such a hedging around 

with co11Jition~-giYing with ono hand and 
taking wi1 h the other---that it was ex­
trerncly diiiicult to seP where they were in 
the mattt'l'. borne of Lhose Now South \Vales 
politicians. if they treated Queensland in the 
\\·av in \Yh:ch it had bPen treated since feclera­
tioll, \vould sc-c that thc:v would take al\'ay a 
lot of tl.1.t trade. ITrw SECRETARY FOR RAIL­
\\' AYS: lf that is us8d against us we can use 
it against our neighbours. \Vo have the ~d­
yantage of the geographical position.] Ho 
admitted that the trade along our own side 
of the LJorclcr was the trade of Queensland. 
He had always said so. and ho was prepared 
to make any reasonable sacrifice to preserve 
that trade for the State. Supposing that dis­
trict carried 500,000 shN;p and each shc<'P 
g'Tew 4 lb. of scoured wool. that would only 
~mount to 800 tons of wool. Suppose it cost 
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£1 a ton to bring that wool over that rail­
W1V: that '\ oulcl be £800 altogether. \Vhv 
th,{t "as not sufficient to pay the cngin~­
drivPr:-: on the raiho;:av. And tbc·v vvou]d not 
got Yery much from the agriculb;ral point of 
Yiew. \Vhat rlit1 Hwy find in connection with 
pPoplc engaged in agriculture on the Darling 
Downs"! In many placf'S they were engaged 
in gl·azing she0p instead of gTovving corn' or 
othC'r cereals. \Vhcn those people were grow-
1ng crops instead of gro""~.<ving stock that \Vas 

the time to extend their railwavs out. 
\Vhothc-1· a far 'tlf'r ''':oulrl gro\v crop; or not 
depondccl to a large cxtPnt on the man's 
family. If he had sons oYer fourteen years 
of age h0 could put them to the work, but if 
he had to pay the standard wage he would 
not be able to do it., as it woulcl not leave 
him an 0• m~rr;in of profit. If people who had 
agricultural farrn~ on the Darling Downs us0d 
their farms for gr.:tzing stock, how could 
thrv expect tlw P<'opl0 "·ho took up land 
furt1v~r out to nsf> their lar1rl for a(!ricult.urc? 
\Yith rpfcrcnc, to tlw working expenses and 
rnaintenancP. seeing the Killanwy line of 28 
miles cost £6.000. lw conld not tmci<'rstancl how 
th0 Connnj-;sioncr could cstin1atc~ that the ex­
pPndihn·(' nn a line of 101 tllilf's \Yould be oniv 
£9.000. The litw "·"s intcnclcd lo cnt into the 
l'\-;Y\.V South \\-alr~s trarlt~ to somf~ extent. lln 
did not think that was a C'ood principle to 
aclnnt. Thev should be satisfied if thPv se.cured 
their own tmrlc. [The SErRETARY FClR RAIL­
WAYS: \Vlw said WP "·anted to cut into their 
tradr·':! SeYct'al hon. mPml'en 0~1 tl1r other 
side sairl so. but he -,·as ycrv dad the hrm. 
~rcntletnan chaltong-Pd the ~ta.te~nc·nt. because 
if thc:v adopted that principle the people of 
1\cw S0uth \Yaks wonld lw Pntitled to do the 
sarno thint:·. Tt \\'as far 1~etter to make an 
amjcaLle arraugc;nent with the ~ew South 
\Yales Uovernrnent by which a kind of scienti­
fic frontiPr would be established and usdess 
c:xpendituw saYNl to both States. Personally. 
he thoug·ht it would be better not to proceed 
vvith tlw llne in the meantirne. rrh-ere were 
other portions of the State more iu need of 
railways. He was exceedingly glad that the 
Government \Yf're going 011 with sorr1c public 
works, which, if they woulcl not be reproduc­
tiYe, were introduced on a supposition that 
they would pay. For a long· time many hon. 
mem\,ors on the other side wenl opposed to the 
spending of public n1on·cy. ~o1ne of them 
might say that this would not increase the 
national debt. \Yhilc it was true that we were 
uot goiug to borrovv any more rnoney, still, if 
it y·as not desiraule to spend it in public works, 
the C'.covcrnment could purchase deb<mtures, 
am! thus reduce the national debt; so that in 
any rasB it had the effect of increasing the 
public debt. He \Yas glad to see that hon. 
1nernl--:1-:>l'S sitting behind the Govornn1cnt were 
at ]ast corniug to the conclusion that one of 
the ideas they had supported for so long was 
nonscn:::;ical, and that they were con1i1H;· back 
to the policy of the Goyernment which they 
had clenonnccd when sitting in opposition. l-Ie 
made those remarks not in any spirit of bitter­
ness, for he was very pleased to see the change. 
The resolution \Yas not a party qucstio11. 1--Iis 
only objection to the line was that he did not 
see that it was going to pay iu the near future. 
Jn fact, he did not think it would pay working 
expenses for some years unless so1neth1ng un~ 
foreseen tun1€d up. He hoped the Govern­
ment were not going to stop the Korthern line 
if this line was not passed. Taking the two 
lines togetht>r, anyone would certainly be n1ore 
than justified in supporting the motion. 

idr. RANKI:i\i (Burrum.) intended to support 
the resolution, although it struck him that the 

wholu thought and energy of the Government 
was bcitlg devoted towards the constructwn of 
lin·C'i of l'ailv:,'ay towards the :;;._ tting SUll. rrfle 
GovcrllnlPnt deserved cn~clit for having ad­
minist"recl the affairs of the State so far on 
economical principles. There were two factors 
w~1ich goyorned a. raihvay policy. One was 
wlwth< ,' a railway would pay, and the other 
~.\as "\Yhat assistance it would give to land 

; which of the h o was the more 
he was not prepared to say, but if 

lin<-' wa~; uot going to pay im1nediately. as 
was contended by the hon. member for Bulloe, 
the Go,·crun1ent n1ight reasonably turn their 
attention to some lines lying much closer to 
then· door that would pay from the very start. 
In hi.s electorate they had been strugglinr; for 

secure a 1.rerv sn1all extons!on from 
to Booyal ~crub, a di~tancc~ of 15 

, at an estimated cost of £3,1,000. The 
construction of the lino would open up some­
thing lij<o 100,000 acres of splendid land, 6,000 
of '.;Inch were capable of growing sugar. A 
port1on of that area v.ould be placed under 
cane immediately, and would produce a o-reat 
deal o£ freight for the main lino. It .:oulcl 
also touc:h a very large tirnber district, which 
would g1vo a great dPal of traffic. Then it 
would also traverse ono of the bc'-t limestone 
fields in the Wide Bav district. In that d:s­
trict 17,000 or 18.000 "(ous of limestoue were 
u~ocl m·ory year, most of which was brought 
frorn a considerable distance. 

The CHAIRi\~A:\1: I do not think it will be 
in orJE'r to udvoco,te lines in other districts on 
this oceasioll. I allowed the hon. rncrnbor for 
~earn booya to argue at con ,iderablc length in 
tanmr of an alteruativc routo to the present 
pruposal. It was quite in order for him to do 
that, hut I do not think it will be in order for 
otl!or hrm. members to speak in favour of lines 
111 oilwr district1:1, except by way of incidental 
reference. 

IL\ ~KJ~J: Tlif', hue uJJdt>r discu.::;~ion 
about £:250,000, and it was within 

ot_ any h<?u. ruernlx•r, he thought. 
vorce ar'allbt such a. large f-"ZPGll­

···hen h(;· '<''as al,lo to point out \Yher8 
expc>lH:!iture would he product:ve of 

greater re\eJme. Apparently. the policy of 
the L~o·;trnrnou_t had LePu to propo~o raih, ays 
iu the ?\orth, Centre alld South, while other 
pori ion~ of the Sta.te wt:re ig nurecl. The Dar-
1i11g· Dow11-; must l'o .. ~upplied with a. railwav, 
\vhilst other di-;tri~t6) whose mernbcrs v;:el·e 
rnon• silc11t. than the representatiY-es of the 
Du.l'linu;· DowiJ.o:;. got nutln11g. He understood 
that tllc policy forc.--d1adovved W..<...:-> not coin­
ph~h·. i The SECRETARY FOH 1-LULW.\.YS: 
Hi:·dr, hcclr !] \Yell, i{ any other railv,'UY:-J \Yero 
brou:~ht iu. ht• hopt'd the line he had lTI'l'll­

t.illc:d · ··uuld be Lorne in n1ind. I le· \Yonld 
sup;-Jort the rcsolutiou, bcca.use he understood 
the linu v-vouJd 1(-<!,d to a con-;iclerable increa~·e 
in , dtlerrient. and, if the report of the Hail­
v•.,'.:t:v Cunnlli~.,:fmer \va,s to be relied on 1 tho 
liue IY<J.s likely to proye payaLle. 

,. :'l!r. FORSYTH (Curpentaria): The troubl<> 
witb sorne hoi'. rrlelnl'cr~ tbat they had 
11ot the iufonnntjon they to have. 'l1

}lf'y 
had al..;o cmlflicting rc•ports n~g·arcling, the line 
from :'llr. Thallon and the bte :'llr. Gray. a.nd 
the qu<•stion -·.-o.' whc ,e report they should 
tnke. IJJ vie'" of the conflictinrr- npinlm1s of 
t;-;o Co!Ilmi"ioncrs, they should have been 
furnisml with the report of some one outside 
th<' Paih' av Department alto:retlwr. 1\Ir. 
Thallou oaid-·-

For the reasons that this line will promote ~loser 
settlement, will utilise a large area of rich la.nd whieh 
is now practically idle and therefore of little value to 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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the St;~te, and will retain Qneenslarul tr:ule to Qneens­
land ports. I st,rongly rccoltlmenll it~ ~.:ou~tnwtiou. and 
that \vittwnt d, la.). 

In hiH report in 1!100 1\fr. Gr,w Rairi-
I lwve so far refrained from drawillg (~omparison.-.: 

between the altt>t'nnti\'p, rontt~ from Warwiek ancl 
Pitts,\ ortll to (;ooudtwinrti and ~t (;eor;;o l)Cl :1u~c the 
propo:'1ed htiC has heen ret'erre(l to HW as n branch 
pe,. 81" to Thane·.-.: Creek. It, howe\'Cr. thi~ hr:mch is 
intended as a p::-trt of the projN•tecl extension to 
Hcondiwindi, antl tow·arrt" ~t. (;f-'orge, I .-.:holl\<1 certainly 
be atl'onled an opportmtity. after exanllllin~ the dis­
trieL. of ( xprc~~ing my viPw~. a~ from wllat I have 
heard of tht~ count.ry travel'sed hy the trial surveys 
t'rom \Yarwick and Pitt~wol'th, the information in my 
po~session i~ snr~h that the Gm·enunent should certainly 
hesitate bct'orc eornmittinf~ themt-ielves to thb con~ 
strnction of any gre:-tt length of line by either route, as 
I am clearly of opiuion that ueither line will lJe a protit­
able inn:!stment. 

Then Mr. Thallon said that there were 
hundreds of thousands of acres of good land 
around Inglewood, whilst Mr. Gray said he 
\:<,'a:~ givPn to undf•rsta,nd that little, if any, 
land ~bevond a point 25 miles out fr-om Pitts­
worth >~as fit for agricultural settlement until 
Inglewood was reached. There was no doubt 
the Secretary for Railways had given the Com­
mittee a good deal of information, but the 
principal reason many members intended to 
5upport the lino was not so much because it 
was going to open up a large quantity of agn­
cultural land as that it would divert from the 
New South \Vales railways a good deal of traf­
fic which rightly belonged to t2ueensland. The 
Secretary for Railways had stated that that 
a.monnt of trade wa"> worth £166.000. Lmt vd1at 
thcv wanted to know v.as how much this rail­
wa ~ would get from the carriage of those 
goods. The latE' member for Balonne, JY1r. 
Story, !mew the country mtJmately, and m 
1900-page 2448 of Firmsar·rl for that vear-he 
said~-

Rut \Vllat has been tlw rP"Hlt ~ ThF woolsheds that 
supply the mnt~rial for the ~arr·age on tlu· railKa_y­
tho larger ~hech; at Thuntlg-oonla. 'l'innenhnrra, ;-tnd 
olllc·r'"'-are40or50 miles from CnntlaHmlla Hlltl }lbnnt 
120 miles from Bnnrke term inn~. anr1 ::-.n tiln ex:tcn:o;ion 
from Charle\"i\lr• to Cunnamnlb ha'"' ah'"'olutely ::;topped 
the harder traflie in tlutt <1i~trirot.. Tl!nn;.rlt tlle borde1· 
it:-elf. wbicll only eonsists of a wire-nettin~ ft"lH'(', is 
half-wav br.twcen Cnnnamnlla and Bonrte. Cnnna­
mnlla lins ~cenl't'cl the whole of tlw tr:-ule by that ex­
ten~ion from Charlcville. In 18!3-'5 1 here was £1-1,(),0110 
worth of Qneen~lam1 prod nee went aern~s the horder 
to Bonrkc, and was carried. over thf) Xcw S'ntth \'fates 
raihnrvs : in 1S9.:; there \Yns not one sing-le .-;ixpence 
,vort.h. went aem.-;s, so the "'iYhole of that im1uense 
amount of tr}Hle WHS senu·N1 to Cunnamnlla. was 
carried over ou1· railways to B1i:->lnne, wa~ hanlllt~d hy· 
Brishanc mm·cll.ants. and tlw whole of the :::.tore'"' t'or 
tlH:: same dis.tric·t went from liri-.lJ:-JnP. nnd th<; trade i~ 
now entirely qneensland anr1 BrislJane trade. 

IIe \vas not raisi11g this question because he 
was a<.iaimt the Bill. but they had not g·ot 
sufficient information before them. [The 
SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Y on have more in-

formation about this rail way than 
[9 p.m.] about any railway passed in the 

[~louse for twenty years.] There 
was not sufficient information as t0 coc~t and 
the Cornmissioner said it was in1possible to give 
an estimate. ::\Jr. Thallon stated that th<o total 
c:mt of the workinQ· expenses of the railway 
would be about £18,000, which included main­
tenance. locomotive expenditure, and interest 
at 3 per cent. on capital, and that the line 
would have a revenue of £28,000, which would 
leave £10,0()0 towards the cost of workinl'( oxist­
inu· Iincs. Did the Premier honestly believe 
that this estimate would l:~e realised? There 
was no oth<'r linc in Qucensland which wonld 
come out on the same basis. The Townsville 
line passed through thf' very hest land in 
()ueensland. [The SECRJ<~TARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Oh, no.] It passed throug·h Charters Towers 

[ll1r. Forsyth. 

and RaYenswood, and only paid £4 9s. Id. per 
cent.. and vC't :\I r. Thallon said this particular 
line which' was only agricultural and pastoral, 
vva:::;' Hot only going to pay workirE~· <t~xpen_ses 
and :3 per cent. on capital invc .. tod. but g1ve 
£10.000 a8 well. [The SECRETARY FOR RAIL­
WAYS: You arc \Vrong thPre~I tlnnk you have 
mi"·ead the report.] If the reYenuo was 
£:J8,0()() and thc f'XpCnses £]8.()()0, it Jeft 
£10.000. 1\'herP was there a !me capaHe of 
,howin.r.~ a. snrp1us liln• that? The Killarnoy 
li11o clicl not rlo "J. [The :-l>:CRETARY FOR RAIL­
WAYS: Tlwro is no comparison.] It waH closely 
"'ttled with farmers, and was one of the very 
best districts in Queensland, 8V(lTY inch .of 
which had b<1en taken up and utlhscd, whtle 
this land v-.as not, and ho did not buhevD we 
were likely to have a surplusyf £10,000. Even 
if it paid 2 per cont. m actchhon to the ex­
pense ..... it would do remarkably well. The 
Thane Creek lino wcmt through a good deal of 
count1·y taken up by farmers. and probably the 
Killarnev line would be developed and pay 
better than it was doing at present. [The 
SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It is doing very 
well.] HP thought the general consensus would 
be that if this line patd workmg expenses, 
-·~ithout interest, it would de; remarkabl.Y well. 
rl_1h{'s8 fi'.Ull'CS were JTilsloachng; he d1d J?Ot 

helieve in thc•rn at all, and, to be a gmde 
to enable them to arrive at a conclu­
sion, they should be given correctly. There 
was not a single man 1n the _Honse, . the 
Premier included, who could posstbly beheve 
that this li11o would pay the whole of the 
working expenses and interest, and show 
£10 000 to the ~ood. [The SECRETARY FOR 
E.u'L\v.ns: The;:'e is at least one line paying 
rnor<- .] The only hn~ _paying ;nore w~s that 
runnin.r from Townsv1lie out West, wh10h had 
the ad~Tantag-e of the Charters Towers and 
Havt'llSwood Goldfklcl,; [The SECRETARY FOR 
RAILWAYS: Mount Morgan is paying.] That 
was onlv a smail bra.nch line. He challenged 
an~ hoio. member to qy that he honestly 
hclioYocl tha!; the figures were correct. [:;\Tr. 
TOL7\JIE: Do vou think the Cotnrnissioncr 
doeR not honestly believe them?] He thought 
hA had made some mistake in the figures. 
Could the hon. gentleman show him any line 
in Queensland which paid on the same basis 
as this agricultural line? [:VIr. TOL)!IE: It 
is not an agricultural lino.] It was an agricul­
culturai and pastoral lino. He had no objec­
tion to the line. and if it was likely to pay It 
should ho built.~ The House desired to further 
the interest, of the agricultural and pastoral 
indu3tric !;j for the purpose of brin$ing revenue 
allCl opening up the vast area of country which 
Wl' had, but it was unfair to try and induce 
them to pass a measure on such a report. It 
was more than probable there would be a 
deficit of £:20,000 v;hich would haye to be 
borne by the cuu{ltry. The late Government 
was blamed for building so many ratlways 
which would nut pay. There was no doubt 
the Cloncurry line would pay in the n<'ar 
future, hut he questioned whether the line 
from Le>ngreach to Stonehenge, or VV arwick 
to Gooncliwindi, was likdy to pay for a con­
siderable time. and if t..h<'y paid 2 per cent. 
they >.;ould do remarkably well. A com­
petent man should be employed to travel all 
over the country and find out all about it. 
cyon if it took a month to do so, so that they 
would know the actual state of the oountrv. 
How could they pass this railway accordi,;-g 
to the report, as it passed through 40 or ::;o 
miles of inC:if-ferent country? He believed in 
the GoYernment running linos to agricultural 
districts comprising a largo aroa of Crown 
lands. He did not intend to oppose the line, 
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but his impression was that it would not pay. 
They were simply asked to ":ct upon false 
lines as they had not got the mformatwn at 
-thei; disposal which they should hav:. The 
line would cost £2il5,000, and a considerable 
amount of inhere't fo;: some years would have 
to be found bv the State. He would not be 
surprised if the consolidated revenue was 
burdened with £20,000 a year for some years 
to come. and he did not think tl,le fact that 
thev \vould have to pay that interest had been 
fully consiclcrccl. 

:Mr. TOLMIE (Drayton ancl Toou:oomba) was 
in accord with a great deal of what had been said 
by the hon. member for Bulloo, and he would 
hm·.o been inclined to support the const~uc~u~n 
of a line from Pittsworth to Goonclnvmd1 m 
the first place, but the line had already gone 
into the wilderness some 25 miles. (Laughter.) 
It had partly gone through the worst country 
it had to traverse., and. w1th the excepbou of 
a few miles further, the line would tap one of 
the best producing districts in Southern 
Que.enslaucl. At the pre,,cnt ~ime .we,lalcoured 
under considerable difficulty m brmgmg about 
land settlement. Although the Minister for 
Lands had told them there were millions of 
aceos available for settlement, it was unfor­
tunately too true. that much of that land did 
not commend itself to settlers. [The SECRE-
1'AllY .FOR PuBLIC LANDS: You are aware that 
a groat deal of land is commending itself to 
people now who would not take it a year ago?] 
lie \Vas quitP avvare of a r;n-'at rnan.v people de­
clining to take up land for settlement, but 
·who \VCTe looking for something- better. [~tl1·. 
J. LK.l..HY: Sornething softer.] .It 1va.s only 
right they should have something softer. This 
line would open up many thousand acres of 
land which would be eagerly sought after, and 
the rea.-on why ho would like to see the lino 
taken to that district was that it would save 
the land for the people of Queensland. The 
most difficult foe we had to contend agamst 
\vas prickly pear, w hi eh was ~prea_ding ov?r 
our richest lands. It was malnng Its way m 
the district through which this proposed line 
would go; but it had not yet taken possession. 
and if \ve could save that part of the country 
from prickly pear, we ~31Ioulc1 do son1ething· for 
the State of Queensland. He thought the land 
would be taken up in small blocks and used 
for dairying and agriculture, and by that 
moans the march of the prickly pear would be 
arrested. If the line did nothing more than 
that, it would more than pay the State for the 
cost of its con>truction. He did not thmk the 
hon. rnember for Carpentaria was correct in 
sa,-ing that the late Government were blamed 
fo~ the construction of railways. [Mr. J. 
LEAHY: For increasing the national debt. J If 
they were blamed, it was for the want of con­
struction of railways. [:\Ir. J. LEAHY: I sym­
pathise with you-you did not ge.t. that line 
after all.] Ho was m the same posrtwn w1th 
regard to that line if he wanted it as when the 
hon. gentleman was in power. It was interest­
ing to note that this line was advocated even 
fifly years ago. He. noted in the Courier files 
for 1855 that a motwn had been brought for­
ward in Nmv tioutb 1\~ak, that an address Le 
prcsouted to t.hc Governor in Couucil pray­
inn' that His Excellcucy the Govemor would 
be~ pleaded to place the sum of £3,000 on the 
Estimates for the purpose of obtammg a 
survev and an estimate for the construc­
tiou ;f a line from the head of the Brisbane 
Hiver, at Ips"ich, in the direction of New Enp;­
land and the district beyond. The arguments 
wbich ,.vera adduced fifty years ago were sound 
to-day. It was then contended that this land 

would be available for close settlement, and 
th.>t it would be an extremely wrong thmg to 
-:curl p'0ople out jnto the '.Yilclc~rne~s to cultnrate 
this land and give them no access to market. 
Ponple v;bo ',vonlcl willlnp-ly ta.ko up that la.nd 
,\·ere prohibited from doing so because they 
knev, th,.t the cost of taking produce to market 
would not cuable them to gr·ow it at a profit. 
He would have been pleased indeed if the 
.Premier had soon his way to include in his 
railway policy a number of shorter lines in clis­
ti·iets which could be made available for settle­
ment. There was no district which needed a 
rarlway more than that referred to by the hon. 
member for CamLooya. He hoped the Premier 
would ~.ee the nece:::;:::;ity of carrying out a 
rail way in that district, as it would settle 
people on the land, and open up the lands 
which were bordering upon tllat djstrict, which 
n1ight otherwise be neglect€d and given over 
to prickly pear. 1.:\lr, PAcJ<:T: You hav,e not 
got a railway in yonr pocket YJ No; if l1e had 
ho W<H:lcl haud it oym· to the district he was 
Teferrint~· to. ThPro \Yas another district which 
he would lland uver his ra1hvay to, if he had 
011(' and that wa,•, in the di1·ection of Nan~ 
aruxo~ in ::he back cotmtry of .. \iaryborough. 
ThPro was a large popula.ho11 there who wore 
ctesirous of sdtlinp; on the land, and he hoped 
that l:ofol'(' long the Uovemmeut would be 
a.1 Jle to sre their v. ay to give facilities to these 
people to settle on the land. They must .f~ive 
facilities to people to settle on the land, other­
-.'ise they could not e·xpect tl1em to do it. He 
alwa.y:-3 advocated the coEstructlon of railways, 
bu•. he i.hought if the lines were te:xtended 
west that the \Vest should pay something for 
the1n. t L\lr. J. LK4..HY: Look how 1nuc:h 1nore 
tlwv haYe to pay for their products than what 
:-on ~Lre pa,ying.J They 1night ba.ye to pay 
six time,; more in the \\~est than they did on 
the Dar!in:t Downs, but the Da,rling Downs 
rroclltCel'S vvere payi11g qui to {'nough in pro~ 
tJOrtion to t!1e a1no-unt of stuff they prod·Gced, 
and the \\'" estBrn d!.stricts should do the san1e. 
L~Ir. Lr:An-y: YVhat about the starving stock 
rate-,':! If the necessity for starying stock 
rat{~:;; \,as shu ·,·n to the Com1ni~sioner, they 
would find tha,t his synlpat.hie.s \\-tlrt just a5 
stroug to-.vards the pa ~toralists a.;:.:. thPy '\YCre 
threu or four y0ars a r.:o, when l1e provided 
sL.rvinL.; stock rates. If the liJl{' propo:;;·ed '\VeTe 
constructed it would be instrumental in de­
vl'10pi11g a portion of tbo conntry that would 
give an almost irnmediate r,,_sponso t.o any 
ea.pital that 1ni ... ht Lle e1nployed in developing­
it, an-:-l tha.t was VYbat the.v wanted in every 
pa.rt of (Juecnsland. 

:\Ir. HA \\'THORN (Enogoc,·a) thought every 
hon. member of the House could, with confi­
dence, give his ·support to the construction of 
tho railwav to Goondiwincli more particularly 
himself m;d the other city' and metropolitan 
r<opl'<''>entatives, from tho fact that it would 
mean a great increase in the trade to Brisbane 
from that portion of the country. \Vhen they 
heard the Premier say that five. years ago it 
was estimated that New South \Vales was 
p;etting· £166,000 in trade from that district 
~vory 'year, they would be justified in doing 
anvthing that would bring that trade to Bris­
barie. It had been the object of the Chamber 
of Commerce, and other persons inter+:sted in 
Brisbane, to try and get this trade av ay from 
New South \Vales. It was not as though the:y 
were cloin~; anything that was against the. 
Federal Constitution, or that was unneigh­
bonrly, because the trade was really Queens­
iand trade. By force of oircum,tances, and the 
position of N<nv South \Vales railways, they 
had been unahle to get this trade, which really 
belonged to Briebane by right. In any case, 
they were not doing aDything that wa.s 

1!1r. Hawthorn.] 
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nncha.rita.blze to Ne-w Soutl1 iYak9. From the 
Cur1rni-- 'icHer'~ rf'p<nt it a11J:c.trcd tha.t, then' 
-... 'fh a !or"'C quantity of a~Ticultural and pasto­
ral land in that district, and they wanted 
settlenK:nt and popnlahon. There was a gTeat 
demand for agricultnral land at preseut. and 
il the duty of the Government and the 

of the House to give facilities for 
encouragiru~· settlement and g·iving land where 
th<'rc wa::; lanrl. ava!lab10. Although they had 
a la.r~ 3, alno:_tnt of Cro-vdl la:~.1d thronghout 
Oucf'ns1a11d a,vailal;lc fc.r scttle-m0ut, verv 
li.ttl0 of it wa.s what rni[d1t re calle-~1 
accricultural land, a.nd at present tlwre 
>vas cortainlv a d<'arth of ]a.nd of that 
dc.scl'iption. · Tho advanta •e of this ra;l­
>vav ·vas that the hulk of the land it passed 
thr.(HHth ,.,. .1s Crown land. A eood rnany areas 
"could practically l'c falling- in shortly .. which 
tho (~ov0rnn1Pnt could resume, and. 1n the 
case of those where the leases where longer, 
the Government woulr1 havP power under the 
190:.l Act to reassess and value that land, be­
cauc·c nndnr section 11 it was enacted that 
whcrehv the erection of any public works in 
a.nv (li~trict the ::\linlstPr was of opinion that 
tht~ vah1c of the }and V\Tas being increased, he 
had th0 po\v.Pr to ask the Land Court to rc­
a;;:,s.ps;;:; the re11t: and, if necessary. to increase 
it. rrhc Corrnnissiollcr strcmr:dy recon1rnendccl 
the line fur tbo roasou that it would promote 
c/r__,~,;;er s~ttlerneut, would utilise a large area of 
xich land \Vbich \VHs no-w practically icllc, and 
therefore of Jittl9 value to the State. and would 
xetain t~Eccnsland trade to Ql~een~1and pc:rts, 
auJ lH) ~trongly reconuncudcd 1t~ constn~cbon, 
and that witlwut delay. Cndcr thooe circurn­
staucc:;:;; the J!rernicr had done vn::.il to 1ring 
thl; leg,islation before the llouse. Frou1 ~v~1at 
]te could ~ee, there very litiJO oppOSlhon 
to the proposal, and '\YOu~d have great plea~ 
~urc iu recording his voto in support of the 
Tesolution. 

·* i\Ir. J(f,\iES (Hnt·nett) considered that all 
rail w<Ly linv; should be constructed on . the 
nwrits ot the ch;:;tnct, 1nro -wlnch tllcy 
penetrated, and to gain this. knowledge they 
were gnidod by expert opnnon. lt was far 
better to construct railways under that system 
than bv building them at the instigation of 
the nwl11bers who reprr-'.:;cnted the d1strict, as 
had been done in the past. The memi.Jer for 
Leichhardt quoted from ]\1r. Gray's report m 
opposition to this line, but, if Mr. Gray's 
Tcports had beon foliovvcd in every i.ns~ance, 
thev would ha-ye had very fevv a.gnculturaJ 
linC.s built. The l·Padcr of the Opposition must 
have had Mr. Gray's report in his mind when 
he said that the Degilbo line was not a good 
one. The If .1der of the Opposition had no 
personal knowledge of that district. [Mr. 
FoRSYTH: Will it pay':] If it was extended 
further, he was sure it would pay. The line 
was not completed yet, so they could not tell 
whether it would pay or not. 'l'he member 
for Carpentaria said that a number of the 
lines that had been built recently were not 
paying, and he evidently referred to the 
Kingaroy line. [:\J:r. FoRS\ TH: I did not.] 
That line produced £G(IO of revenue a month, 
and it. was likely to pay. This was a line that 
should LP f~xtcnded, a.nd the further it wa~ 
extended the better it \Yould pay. Ho would 
like to '*'e these lines cou,tnwtcd lly day labour. 
[Mr. FonSYTH : Pass the rail way first.] He 
would like to say something about the wages 
first. The men engaged on the line should be 
paid a fair wage £or their work, and he 
vYas ~orry to say good wages were not 
paid on the vYetherm1 construction. In his 
opinion, the fault rested with themselves in 
not seeing that a minimum wage clause was 

[1vl r. 11 a10thorn. 

inserted in the proposal. Last night they 
passed a railway that would open up a vast 
rniw,ra.l field, and the line they were asked 
to s::mctwn that day would open up a large 
agricultural dislrict. }le had some know­
lodge of that district, as he had travelled 
frorn Inglewood to rrexas and Goondi,vindi; 
i~ wn.s very good country, and he thought the 
lme would pay. He had much pleasure in 
supporting the prop0sal, because the resources 
of the district 1varrantcd the extension of the 
line to Goondiwindi. 

cdr. LESJN~\. (Cler-monl): Thi.s co-nstitutod 
the sGcond proposal in the Governrnellt ra]-
\Yay policy, a_,ncl it one which he believed, 

to propc"a.! to oxtend 
f ron1 Lou' reach to Stone­
into the. rai.Jht.-infe ted 

lf'a,st cle.~ervin12; of support. 
I ~ 8~n~ 

::\o: t!1c 
tlw propo~Pcl . 

Co.vt-nJHl.PllL lu the 
ay policy. \VPT'e i-',O.llit Ort SOlTIC~­

oame lircs tha.t were aclopted at thB 
£W,OOO,OOO loan-that was, giving 

t1tc North. Centre, and South. 
tn CJoneurrv a.nd Ston<'­
~iycm to- tll~ North and 

the Prf'rrlier n1i~rht net throu:xh 
""h;ch his ccn~titucncv wa.s iu­

\Vr .s n political raihx ay. [u;d \:Var-
all it.. Th~n· wa.s one 

·-itll 111~ (}nvern­
Minister for Lands 

ha.d a railway constructed in his dis-
anrl the Home Secretary had one passed 

Thn Prmnicr v;,rantc= d this one 
; and the other one, from Long­

to Stonehenge, was one in which the 
Trcast,rcr and the member for Bareoo were 
intorestE-1. tLaughtcr.) It would appear as if 
these parti.-:;ular persons held a caucus 
n1ecting and decided amongst them sol vcs 
how they would divide these railways 
between them. The hon. member for 
-Bar•.;oo, for h ~ loyal to thoa coali~ 

and for kePJiiu~~· rn pO\I·er, ''Ta.s to 
n: ani0d 1 1.\r the con~truction of a railway 

Lollgrearh to ;:)tonehengc. ::\lr. Blair, 
tile editor of tlle Bullttin, huxl cousisteutly 
:"ttpport~.:-d tlJe con~truction of the hue from 

to Stonehenge. and he ha.d in­
the pl'C;::,E'ltt 'frca.;)urcr to ::;upport 1t 

The ClT \lH:\lAN: Order! 

:\fr. LESil\"\: \Yhen a railway r>roposal 
was broC<ght forward, he could criticise the 
(dn-crnmellt on tht-3 wlwle of their raihvav 
policy. ' 

Th0 C!lAIR~TAX: I v·on!cl remind thB 
bou n1ernl er tl1at he \,ill not b3 in order if 
l10 auy ra.tl".Ya.y proposal otLer than 
that tlw llouse. 

i\Ir. LESINA: l-Ie would not dispute the 
Chainnan's ruling, because it 1night lead to a 
long debate, and he wished to- get home early. 
(Laughter.) 'l'he Premier and the hon. mem­
ber for Bulloo both pointed out that thev were 
noL very anxious that it should go abroad, but 
the rat! way w..ts to prevent certain trade going 
to New South vVales. If that trade did go to 
New South Wales, then it wont by its natural 
channel; but the Premier, with his protect.ion­
isL superstitution, was anxious to divert that 
trade from K ew South Wales to Queensland 
per medium of this railway. [The SECRETARY 
FOR RAILWAYS: lle is anxious for the trade to 
go to its natural port.] To talk about another 
State taking away trade was a barbaric notion 
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which clwractGrised peoplo at different times. 
vYhat harm did New South Wales do if she did 
take QLteensland trade? The man that sold his 
whc<tt or hie wool in Sydney did not sell them 
for n,•thing 'l he idea was to take the trade 
through Brisbane, so that certain Brisbane 
merchants and middlemen would be engaged 
in receiving the hides, wool, and all that sort 
of thing. lt was the old protectionist super­
stition, which was just as rotten applied in this 
"ay as when applie.d to the tariff. Trade was 
the most natural thing in the world, and the 
freer It was the hotter it was. It was said that 
if this line wore constructed the trade of 
l~uecnslo.nd would be advanced. How would 
it? lf the line wore taken to Mungindi, it 
woulu not junction with the Queensland line. 
They had a junction with the New South 
Wales railways .at \Vallangarra, but that was 
not a pa0 mg· !me. Tonterficlcl was only 11 
miles from the (Jueenslancl border, and al­
though it was 200 miles nearer to Brisbane tho 
produce frorn there went to Sydney, bedause 
It was the most natural channel for it to go. 
The tracte would go to New South \Vales if it 
hdonged to that State. That was proved by the 
argument of the hon. member for Bulloo 
whic.;h was ~uchallcnged and 'vas unreplied to: 
The 280 rnllf's of raihvay which the Governw 
nwnt proposed to construct \vould cost sorne­
thiw;: lilm £600,000, according to the Commis­
sioner's fi~-uff'S, but that estirnate wa.s likely to 
be largely exceeded. At £3,000 a mile, the tl1ree 
lmes would cost £840,000. That meant that 
the whole of the loan fund would bo absorbed, 
and. any hon. member \Yho asl<ecl for a railway 
during· the DC"Xt four or five vears would not be. 
a hie to got it unless thev ag~in resorted to bor­
ro\ 'ing. r:.rr. J. LEAHY: Ca.nnot we selllancl?l 
If thoy sold land at 10s. an acre to pay for th~ 
three rmlway,. they would need to sell 
1,680,000 acres: and, as they could not sell 
more than 500,000 acres in one year, it would 
take nearly three and a-half years to sell 
enough la.nd. Kow. where wonld the money 
come from to build the little line that the hon, 
member for Durrum spokn of, if he voted for 
th1s lme 1 He would have to wait until another 
Parliament was elected, and the hon. member 
might be at even a greater disadvantage then. 
Eyery hon. member who had promisedLhis eon­
sbtuents to endeavour to secure the cm"truc­
tion of a railway should vote against thi; pro­
posal, becanse, if thev voted for this railwav 
in the constitnency. of the Secretary 'for Rail­
ways, and for the rmlways wanted by the Trea­
surer and the Homo Secretary, the chances 
were 10,000 to 1 that they would not get the 
lmes they wanted for the next four or five 
years unless the Treasurer resorted to borrow­
ing. If the line was started from Pittsworth, 
there would be 30 miles saved in distance. 
That represented, at £3,000 a mile £90 000-
or £60,000, taking the cost at £2,000 per' mile. 
If the hon. mornber for Burrun1 voted aFainst 
this proposal, he would place the Goverr':rnen t 
in the position of being able to devote £34,000 
of that amount to the building of the line he 
mentioned. The railway would cost £250,000, 
and that would not pay. He was not going to 
tic himself up like that. If he and otl!er hon. 
members voted for this railway. every time 
any of them asked the Government for a rail­
way they would be told that they had reached 
the limit of their tether in regard to expendi­
ture of public money, As th"O Treasurer could 
not sell more than 500,000 acres in any one 
year, they would have the Secretary for Public 
Lands asking Parliarnent to give him po1ver to 
sell another 500,000 acres a year, and perhaps 
he might propose to reduce the price to 5s. an 
acre, as he attempted to do during the first 
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session of this Parliament. This railway alone 
would absori.J the whole of the land they could 
sell in oue year. Then the Cloncurry and 
:Stonehenge lines would have to he paid for out 
of the loan fund, and that would leave very 
littlo to comtruct any other line. The Go­
vernment had pro1nised in their programme to 
construct various lines into a~ricultural dis~ 
tricts. ·what abont those linf'd Not one of 
thorn could be built with the exception of the 
line from Dalby to Cattle Creek, which went 
through 30 miles of private property, and no 
attempt was made to secure a betterment. 
rhat was the sort of policy they were support­
:ng. What did they get out of it? Whilst the 
rrcasun:r wa"' getting· everything for his rapa­
-,ious constituency, Labour members who sup­
,ortec! him got nothing. Before the hon. gentle­

;nan wa;; twelve months in office he delibe­
rately took £43.000 off the Estimates for the 
construction of a line from Clermont to Blair­
Athol, from which mine the Government got 
thousands of tons of coal for th0 Central Rail .. 
way ancl on every ton of whi0h they lost 10s. 
On page 7 of the Treasurer's Financial State­
nlent Le said-

PulJlie sentiml:ut in to Govet'nmentn.l cx-
pcnflitnre ha~ lwen 'neh an Pxtent as t.o 
n~ndcr a return to a. ~ane 1ltt;tncial 110iJey 1)1lc Hlo:::.t 
dillienlt a1Hl t~t:-;k thiit any Gon_:!lHJll-llt. ean 
lmdel'takt-'. it i~ f"t'CHlia, t11a"L Qne~·ns-
land ~honld rdnt!n :i:rom })orrowm_u:, at lc:1st f(jr a 

nnmbcr ot y~:n·~~·01~1~~:l~u:l~i~'~l<~f a ~~l~~al~J 

lJOWl'YCr. tLat iu n eotmtry like 
tltt.;re IS a ami ualnl'al 

l'ClJ!Odw~tiv; dcyeJopnwnt "orl..::, a ecrtnin 
amount (Jf inn must, 1m w:u!e Jo1· it n~ar 1!\' Year. 
To nwnt ll~f..\"itimatn v;:ant a11ll )'('t. <~Yoid fnftlwr 
borrowing is thr~ pl)licy of rllc Uovornmcnt. Ckrtrly, if 
\YC :tro to aceolnpli!--lt so a tmrpo,:.;e, we~ 1uust 
not on!_\' hnsbaud our a.railable HJOucy, but we 
lllU:'it tlud s.ou1e !llerLns of adlling tu \viw< l1nay call our 
callital account. 

The hon. gentleman had husbandecl the avail­
able loan money by clipping into the funds 
to the extent of £2G,OOO for the Orient Com­
pany. Next he took out several thousand 
pounds for the Secretarv for Public Lands for 
the Dalby-Cattle Creel( Railway. Then the 
Homo Secretary wanted several hundreds of 
thousands of pounds for the construction of a 
li,ne to Cloncurry. He got his little slice. 
'lhcn the Treasurer and the leader of the 
Labour party asked where they came in, and 
Mr. Blair. of the Rockhampton Bulletin, 
wrote half a dozen 'eading articles asking 
where he oanw in. Then the Secretary for 
Hail ways said, " \V ell, if you support the 
Goondiwincli line, I will give you the Stone­
henge Railway." As a matter of fact, the 
Secretary for Rail ways would not have cared 
1f the Cloncurry and Stonehenge lines had 
be()n thrown out provided he got this line, 
whwh would not p-.y. All those calls upon 
the loan fund would verv soon exhaust it and 
the question was how was it to be repleni~hecl. 
As he pointed out, the Treasurer was going 
to s<'ll land wherever he could, and pay the 
proceeds mto the account created by the Rill 
which he fought the other night. vVhen Par­
liament met next s~ssion the Secretary for 
Lands would introduce a Bill to sell the public 
estatH at 5.s. an n;cre, and, kn<nving that he 
could obtam parharnentary sanction from a 
pliant rndjority, he might increase the area to 
1, 000,000 acres. 

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. gentle­
man will not open up the question of sales 
of land on the resolution now before the 
Col1Jrnittee. 

31r. J ach·son.J 



1631 'I'hane to [ASSEMBLY.] Goomiin·indi Railwa!J. 

j\{r. LEi::liNA: As he would have an oppor­
tunity of dealing with that question when they 
were discussing where the tnoney was to be ob­
taine'-1 from for the construction of the Yarious 
lines proposed by the Government, he would say 
no more at pre~ent t'Xcept to t;ay that there 
•eemed to be no other construction to be placed 
upon the Government policy than that it was 
thdr intenLion to build thel:ie railwar.s in 
lvlinisters' constituencies by means of land. sc<les. 
He was uppo>ed to llmt kind of i'olicy. There 
was a good de~l .of snperstition a.tout railways 
not paying. Railways paid indirectly if not 
directly, because they assi,ted settlement, and 
their construction should be undertaken ; but 
the argument that this line was cons1 ructed for 

crJrntnercial anfl practical purposes 
[10 p.m.] was not justified. :Fr0m a com-

mercial point of view this railway 
would not pay. He would like to see some of 
the shorter line" undertaken which had been 
passed on different occasions. [illr. J. LEAHY: 
You were not satisfied when we were going to 
build the Blair Athol line.] He was not 
enamoured with the Blair Athol line, and if he 
thought it was not going to pay he would vote 
against the proposal. He would always oppose 
political railways, although most of tbe rail­
ways built in the State had been political 
rail ways. Then, as an alternative, it had 
been suggested that a line should he taken 
from Ounnamulla to Bourke, and that the 
trunk lines should be connected. He believed if 
all our trunk lines could be immediately connec­
tPd, a great advantage woulri result; but to under~ 
take isolated constructions like rhi,, to the New 
South \Yales border, when a border line was 
constructed to \Yallangarra, was an evidence 
that the idea that they were going to tap the 
New i::louth \Vales trade was fallacious, not 
based on experience, and a \Veak jm~tificatiun for 
the line. ~rhe arguments of the Prernier were 
not convincing, and although they had the report 
uf the Con::nni:-,sioner in favour of it, thPre was 
romn for doubt, as a previous Cdmrnit.:~ioner 
r<>comme!lded an entirely different startiog point. 
The Premier asked them to take the present 
Commissioner's report and put their faith in the 
consLruction of the line, Lut when they came to 
deal with the next railway line they would also 
take his report, and throw it out as readily as 
they passed this one. 

* The i::lECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
thougLt that no man who had gut the ordinary 
decent instincts of a civilised man could make 
the speech they had just listened to and sit on 
the same sicle of the House as the hnn. me m her 
did. [Mr. LESlXA : It is a non-varty question­
the Premier told us.] H'l judged that, not 
merely by the deii verance they had just beard 
fron1 the hon. n1en1ber, hut frPrn a dozen other 
speeches he had made. [:\ir. LESI:-IA: I will say 
what I like.] No matter how openly or secretly 
hostile any member might be towards the Go­
vernment, no one who had what any civilised 
man termed decent feelings should ever sit on 
the same side of the House as the Government 
did who delivered that speech. Some scientists 
said that every action we performed we could 
trace to some ance,tor or other, and that the 
longer we lived the more we discovered th<>t the 
ruling principle in life was heredity. He would 
have to turn to some explanarion of that kind for 
a satisfactory solution of the reason which in­
duced the hon. m em her to take a course so 
thoroughly opposed to the whole party and sit 
where he did. [Mr. L~;srNA: You are not in 
mder, you know.) He was in order, and would 
say sm until the Chairman called him to order. 
If the hon. member did what was always done in 
Parliaments in the British Empire, and decided 
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to sit behind the men who represented his poli­
tical ideal in the Obarn\.Jer, instead of sitting at 
the end of that b:1ck cross-bench, be would go 
bang acro~,::.: the floor of the Htmse and ::dt 
immedi"te!y opposite, and directly behind the 
hrm. member for Bulloo. [Mr. LE~IXA: Ah, 
ab!] The hon. member for Bull<>o, for some 
re11son-[Mr .. T. LEAHY: Is this the question 
bd0re th" House?] [:'vlr. LESINA: Of course it is 
not.]-for ::wrne reason or other--

Mr. LEAHY rose to a point of order. \Vas 
the Iviini~ter in order in thiK rliatribe against 
himself and other<', because if he was he should 
have to reply to him? 

The CHAIRMAN: I am not aware that the 
Secretary for Lands has made any undue 
allusion to the hon. member f,n· Bulloo. The hon. 
member for C,ermont has made an attack upon 
the Government, and I think the .Yiinister is in 
order in replying to it. 

Jl,fr. LEfHNA : He is making an attack on me; 
his reflections are of a verwnal nature. 

Tbe i::lECRETARYFOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
"How the gall eel jade wincf s." He had said 
nothing which justified the use of the word 
"diatribe'' by the hon. IT!ember fnr Bulloo. 
[Mr .. J. LEARY: You are a!" a:~ s claesing myself 
and the bun. memher for Olerrnont together.] 
He had an admir"tion for the h,,n. gentleman's 
undoubted abiiity-he had his def, cts, but un­
doubtedly he was a rmn of distinct ability; and he 
1nust congratnlate hin1 on having fpr a brief 
period bPen a kind nf maF!net to a H will o' the 
wisu" parliamentarian like the hon. member for 
Cl<::'~T.O.(Jnt. H(H\ ever, hb rose ttJ deal with one 
or two remarks which fell from the hon. mernher 
for Bulloo, but before he d•d that he would just, 
by \UY of farewell-(laughter)-deal with the 
h"n. member for Olennont. [JI,Ir. JEXKINRO!>' : 
You cannot shake him 'ff that ea,ily.] [1\lr. 
LESI!>'A: I will hang on un'il I see him ont-ide 
this House driving a lorry for a crust: that is all 
he is fitted for; he wrll never make half a crown 
at the bar.] That is very hard. (Laughter.) He 
had bad it thrown in his teeth before that he 
had made unduly large sums at the bar, although 
he felt he never made one-half as much as he 
would have likerl. Now he was said tu have 
made nothing! The hon. member fur Clenn•mt 
opposed the construction of this line chiefly on 
the ground that it was not going to pay. He 
reiterated that over and over again, and oaid we 
were thrtnving the mouey av .. 'ay, and apy_1e~ltd to 
his political leader on the other side in his 
remarks. (Laughter.) He appealed to the 
memory of hon. members as to whether during 
the la't two or three days they had n"t heard the 
bon. member, with great emphasis, laying down 
the principle that it was absolutely fallacious to 
attempt to gauge the value of a railway, by the 
question that he reiterate_d to-nigh~ in regard to 
this line as to whether It was gomg to pay or 
not. I-I~ said that lines would pay indirectly by 
numemns indirect channels which were not 
visible in the ledge'" of the R~il way Depart­
ment. [Mr. LESINA: All other things being 
equal.] And he came forward to-night, with 
even a more lightning- like chaugc eh an ordinar!ly 
du~tinguished him, and took an exuc•fy opposite 
line of criticism with regard to tlns railway. 
\Vhat was wrong with this railway in the eyes 
of the hon. rJJember Wll-" that it proc, eded from 
the Government? He would leave the rank and 
file of this new part) and go to the hccrd of the 
party, the hou. rne.mber for Bulloo. [Hon. R. 
PHILP: This is bul'le.-que.) The hon. wember 
for Bulloo w:.ts in an mnbarrassing lJOsition, 
because if he hit out too hard at the Govern­
ment on this railwl1.y he was strikrng against 
himself and hitting some of his own side. 



Thane tu [15 NOVEMBER.] Goondiwindi Rai1zca_y. 1635 

But if he had understood him correctly, he had 
based \vhatever adver:-;e eriticisrn he had to n1ake 
to this prop11Sal by comparing it to \Ve~tern 
lines, and b~sing- it~• capacity for paying on the 
£act that it \vou:d rnn through p:v" tora.l cnuntry. 
[Mr. J. LEAHY: I did not put it that way.] He 
vvas not lJl'L-'pared to deny t.he C')lTECl ne:-;s of 
\Vhat tbe hon. genrlPrnp,n sa~d in that respect, 
awl it was quitB possible if thb line was e~t1tnated 
as a purely pa.;.;tora11ine it 1night not lJUy. But 
this linB was not a \V et-tern liuc; it n1n through 
a \ ast area. •Jf country which wuu1d be exceedingly 
useful to the LandH Dep>trtment. in the immediate 
future. i-\Jthough he waR speaking as a 1nember 
of the Government, he believed th"t one criticism 
more than another which might be brought 
againRt thEir railway policy f.,r this session. 
was that on the surface there was apparently an 
ignoring of the necessity of building short coastal 
lin~s. [l\fr. LESI:<A: Thn main features of all 
the lines are that they are in Ministers' electo­
rates. You have not explained thttt yet.] 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must ask thE' 
hon. metnber for Clermnnt not to persi.,t in 
interjecting while the Minister for Lands is 
spf'aktng. 

1\J:r. LESI:<A: I have only made one inter­
jection. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem­
ber has nmde a d<•Zen interjeetit>ns, and the 
?>linister for Lands did not interrupt him while 
he was speaking himself. 

Th" SECRETARY .FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
This line could not be consiciered on the s:nne 
basis as a \V t'slern linP, becau:-:e there wn.~ a 
great artfl__, ">Uitab1e for clo~e <;ettlemPnt. Dnring 
the pa""-t fcv.r \Ve.3ks he had had inqnin•rs fron1 
New South iValw. c•yil>:; they had had a good 
account. of t.he country !Jetwccen \Varwick o"nd 
Guondiwinrli, and wanted to know what chance 
there was of making" livelihood on the land. He 
told them that thera ~eas as g"od country there as 
in any part of (~2twPnsland, but owing to its re­
rnotenfv., it offere-d lt>~s or1pnrtunities for ~f'ttlr­
n1ent than o~ber part-~. S1nce then thi" railway 
had come or1 the board, and he welcon-:!.ed the 
probable constrnct.ion of the line, as it \Vould 
put ~ome thons:1nds of additiona,l <tcn:H at his 
disposal which he' would he able to put be­
fore tbe applicants fron1 the ~outh, and ~oon, 
he hoped, bdore wen cOining from O\'BrHeas, 
amongFt which they could tn!lke thAir choice as 
localities in which to settle. [~Ir . • T. LEH!Y: 
How long is it till the next elecLion ?] He \Vas 
not aware of the relevancy of the interjection. 
There were a \out 1,000 ~quare mil!.:~~ withi.n the 
sphere of influence of this prcpo,ecl rail way 
which we;·e av·tilable for settlr>ment. [Hon. R. 
PHILP: How much <>fit is ~ood ?] A grentdeal 
of it was good. Bt-_'fore tbe end of lBOS tl:ere 
would be a.bnut 300 nwre sqnf-lr" 1nile..-:. avaihtble. 
lf they were to attempt by direct means to ascer­
tain whether the line wus going to pay, they 
had to reiYH'Ulber the p~l -,tor t1 Iea...;es in the 
neighbourhood, and the grazing farrns, and 
when the periodic~! reasses"nents of these 
areas came round, if the Land Court did 
their duty, as he hoped they would, they would 
have additional rent from the owner>< of that 
cnu1try O\ving trJ the jJroximity of the railway. 
The hon. metuhcr for Bulloo said it was all very 
well to say they were going b build this railway 
through country which was purely p lStoral, 
~Llthough sorne of the cuuntry tl1rough which the 
line passed wns fJJ, for agricHlture. TbB hon. 
nlPlnber also said! H Look at the Darling Downs 
and you \viJl see Rheep runni1lg to-day on places 
just the Rame fL~ they ran there befl)re there were 
any facilities at all." [:\1r .. J. LEAHY: Yes; in a 
good lll~Lny cases.] But within the last t\velve 

months the Darling Downs had been undergoing 
a state of rapid tran~ition, and so had other parts 
of the country. Auv man who knew what was 
g<>ing on couicl see that in the immediate future 
the Darling Downs waf:i not going to continue to 
be a sheepwalk. Apart from the brge holdings, 
the dispo~l1ion now was to breed larnbs for 
ext,ort. These area8 \\'Onld not be kt·p~ as a ~beep­
walk just for the sake of growing the wool. \Yithin 
the last three rnontbs-or eYen \\.]thin three weeks 
-·-he bar! examples of country which for years on 
the Northern Darling Downs was C»nsidered 
second and third class pastoral country that no 
man would look at. Yet he was now negotiating 
-and had almost comple:ed those negotiations~­
for geLting that land taken up under the agricul­
tural sections r.f the Lands Acts, and get;i;,g it 
taken up by thousands of acres. It was not in 
that part of Queensland alone tlu1t this was 
being done. It meant that they were getting 
new blood, with new ideas, into the country; 
and these men were showing the people here 
that the land, which had been lyinl' idle, and 
supposed to be useless, had really a virtue in it 
hitherto unsuspected. So it would be in connec­
tion with the land on the route of this railway. 
What he rose chiefly to poiiJt out was that, as 
Mini3ter for Lands, he W"?!cmned t>1e additional 
area of land that he was going to get by me"ns 
of this rail way for close settlement. If they 
looked at it from that point of view, and con­
sidered the people they expected to settle on 
the adjn.cPnt areas there. it was well worth 
while building this railway. 

Mr. LESINA: The Hon. the Secretary for 
Public Lands was in the habit of frequently 
get in~ Uf-J Iat?ly ar.d referring- to tbe hon. rnernber 
for Bullon, Mr. ,J. Leahy, as his (Mr. Lesina's) 
leader. rfhere Was 110 COJ~llt ction \\ith the bon. 
n1ernber for Bnlloo and hin1 ... eli any more 
than there was bPtween ordinary me:mbers 
of the Chamber. It was a cheap and cynical 
kind of way the Secretary fur L:>nds had of 
repeating this thing until it becm1e indecently 
b:tre. He (Mr. Lesina) had I!O leader at all. 
He had been asked by his ,,rganisation to 
repudiate the lc"1der of the Labour party because 
htc bad allowed the Government to sell lands and 
introduce syndicate railways. He did not go 
that far, but he had no leader at all, and in 
these matterR he acted eolely upon his own 
initiative. [i\Jr. KEHR: I do not want you.] 
H9 v, as guidt--d by hj:-; corn m on sen~P in conl­
numting on rnatters that came before his notice. 
The Sccretarv f<>r Lmds considered himself a 
free lance wb'en he was following the hon. mem­
ber for Bulloo, but in a le~R wo1 thy cause than 
hiH (:\'fr. Le-ina\•). He was not after a portf"lio, 
like the hon. gentleman was, and that hem. 
gentJerna,n v.,rould never have got n portfolio if 
he harl lll)t "tnrnerl dog" on the men whosa 
money he spent before he joine<l the Parlia­
rnentary Labour parLy. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem­
ber mu,t uot impute motives to other hon. 
xnen1bers. 

~[r. LESIKA: He was not imputing motives. 
He, was stating facts. He dit! not oppm,e the 
railway becauf.:e it was not going to 8ho\V a profit 
as a railway itself, because 1t mig-ht pay in other 
rlirections. 'l'he Secretary for Lands said the 
openino of the line "\V0tdd ·-rnake many thou~ands 
of acres andl"ble. Available for what-for 
sAiling? Thn Secretary for Lands, ~who got 
up with such a flumi'h of trumpets to crush 
him (Mr. L<·,ina), for;~ot to answer the point 
which he raised-that this railway would be paid 
for out of land sales. He did not touch on t·.at 
point at all, ru,d no other J\Iinister would tonch 
un it, because it was true. That was a policy he 

J£r. Lm:na.] 
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would nnt 'mpport, and he \'\'aS con-,iRtent in oppo­
sing it. If there was :tnything radicc.l introduced 
by the Government be would s11pport it, and if 
there was anything conservati;·e be would oppose 
it. His orga11i~ation at Clexm<>nt had carrled a 
resnlut,ion which was practically a slap in the 
face for rtl! those wh<> wanter1 to injure him by 
the thingo they .'aid ahnnt him. Arnther point 
which the l\Iinister did not tunch tlmt be raised 
,vas that practically every railway proro~rtl was 

in the constituency of a 1\iiniBter, 
[10.30 p.m.] or in an electorate in which a 

:Vlinister was interested politically. 
The 1\Iini~ter, in jntroducing ihese prupw-aJ:5, 
did not even say that he n·gretted that there was 
not sufficient monev to go on with any of the 
other r,dlwnys-railways that \vere passed yr-ar'i 
ago, a11d no~hing waR hp,ard of thern now. Yet 
tht· Premier deliberately used his position as a 
:Minister to take tbe loan funds from 1 he1 mil ways 
that had been authorised, and expend it in his 
own cons ituency, aud there \\,ts no 1n·otest 
raised ug;inst it except hi' (:\Ir. LesirHt's). A1,d 
becan'e of that, up jumped the l\lini,ter for 
Lanrlb in arm . .;; to deal out "stoush" to hin1 for 
holding ol'iniuns cor:1trary to the members of the 
Cabinet. 

:Mr. KER R: It was ctmusing to hsten to the 
merubt->r ft)r Ctennont. Tho~e who had been in 
the Chamber since that hon. gentleman rlHd 
become a rr·crnber would know tlutt he at~ackt"d 
everyont-=: he po~:.;ibly could. Thd hon. IH~!Jll>cr 
was very thin skinned that hi:-: nnn10 shunid he 
couplt'd with the hon. n1ernlJer for Bn!lon. To use 
the hoH, member's eloqnent phrase, he dealt out 
"~toash'' tn eYeryone eLse-, but he dicl l11lt like it 
when it \ll • .LS dealt (J\lt to hirnf'elf. The bon. 
melllbtr said that he had been askerl hy his con­
stitnPnts to repndi'1te him (Mr. Ken). He 
thought that both his pri,,ate life and his pub!ic 
life wa!' a little above that of thr, hnn. metnher 
for Clernwut. He \V{Inld be quite willing to 
stake hi::; reputation nga.in t tha.t of the hnu. 
1nemhcr at any time. If his repntatinn would 
not stand the light of day against th:ct of the 
hou. 111Pmber for Clernwnt, then it waR time he 
was wiped off the Ltee of the earth. If that hem. 
n1ernber wanted to de-al out" ~ton~h,', he would 
tind that others could deal it out to l1im. 

The CHAIR:1IAi'f: Order! I did n0t hc<tr 
the hon. nten1ber rnake any personal allu~jons to 
you. 

Mr. KERR: The hon. member said he was 
asked by his organisation to repudiate him (:\Ir. 
KPrr). 

The CHAIR\IAX: It was in a political 
sen:;e. 

An HoNOURABLE J\IrtMBER: He spoke meta­
phoric,lly. 

l\Ir. KERR: There was an interjection made 
about his selection. It was true tlwt he was 
intf're"'t.Pcl in a st>lPetion Hi rniler; frn1n J undah 
ancl40 rniles frc•rn Stnnehenge. It \Vas ~ai(1 that 
the fH'OfJOSt>d railwcty went as far aR the sliprails 
of his selecti~~n, bnt he coulrl ru~~ore h(m, rnetn­
bers that it w.ts GO rniles ft orn hit-1 seioetion. He 
wunJd challen_.e any ill' Hl~'l€1' tn f:nWP that he 
had any inH11eucA in g~-~tirl\; any pc.rticnlar ra.il­
way put on the J~~:stirnate~ a.t t.h,, pre:-;r-nt tin1e. 
l:Ie was going b) i-;llJlport the prot:o:;.:al before the 
HouRP. \Yhen it Wel.~ pro:·o~ed. to build the 
line front \Varwick t'l Thane'~ Creek he opposud 
it b''f'.<tU~e 1 he Comrni::-;sionPr report• d R,gnin~t it. 
ThP theH Cornrni~siont>r for Rnilway~, 1\ir. Gra.y, 
rPported again't it. The only rail way in t.he 
batch which were propmed at that titlle which 
he rep(,rtt"d favourably upon was the line_ from 
Dartrn(juth to StonPhengP, but the lJppPr H~~nse 
threw it out. If it had been bnilt. then, 
hundreds of thon:::ands of sheep wonld have 
been ,,aved during tire drought. The present 
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Cmnmis~ioner report.Pd favPur:thly npon the 
Gooncliwindi line. rrhe speeche~ of hou. nlem­
ber~ ~hnwtd th;lt New· South \V nlr . .;: wns extt'nd­
ing her ntihvays to the QtH:'E'Jisland border, a.nd 
that it wa~ imverati\"e t!mt QoePnsland Rhould 
extend hPr lines in ordt:~r to rr•t.ain to thB State 
tbe trade that legit.imately b<J.,nged to He 
beliPved the rc~ilv ay ought to b(~ built. was 
not in a poRi I i·m to s q whetlrer it would pay 
in teres~, a::-t hP hctd not been over tlH"" (jGnntry 
and knevv nothiug- but what ,,,as contained in 
the Connni~sinner's report with rP:-.pect to its 
Cltpnlliiities; but, with a view to ~E-curing trade 
wbich lwlong-"d to Queen~land, he intended to 
support the tesolution. 

Mr. J. LEAHY : The Secretary for Lamls 
conlrrlenc·ed with innuet;do and wound up with 
abuse. ..:-\bu··t: WaR not. ar~nnH-n!:., aucl innuendo 
always app D.red to b-' cowardly. The hon~ 
n1emi:Jer ~d11pt0d a rCle thc1t \vas frequently 
adopted of ]at,e nu the other side, and cqnplod 
his nnn1e wit.h that of the hnn. UJeinher for 
Clerrnont. He had not.hing to do with the hon. 
rrw1nber for CJermrmtj and IH-'Ver bad hr>.d any­
thing to do with him. If the bon. mPmber 
wa.nted advice frdnl hint he waB lJI:'rfec:ly pre~ 
pared to give. it, lJut he did not. think the hon. 
1nem ber was likPly to Rsk hin1 foe ad v]cP. There 
waR oue thln;.:: abt~ut. t,he bl)n, 1nember for ()ler-­
rnont, and tha.t \Vas t.hnt \Vben he l,''t in 
O\llJO'-'i~illl1 he was the brilliant len(hr of tbe 
La.hour party, ttltd rt'ce~ived acelalll'-1ti~m on 
several occnsionE--. \Vi h teg:ucl to the S~.:cre­
tary for L;tnd:s telling the hl'lL n.err1'1er to C(llne 
over and ~it behind hirrt (}1r. Leahy), after 
first denomwin;.; him, if the b~nL rnen1ber for 
ClPrnJOnt did co.nrw ovt·r and :<.it bebind hirn, he 
wonld Illlt be in :-tny wnr;-;o IJilSition than thP horL 
geutlentan himsPJf, who u~ed to :-,it behintl hirn. 
He did 11o1t kuo\v whetll(·l' rht• h·~n. rnernbt-r fnr 
Clennont 'Va-3 guilt_y· of all the thingti he was 
ch);l.rged 1rir.h by n1en1bers on the other side, but 
he could not bP auv \vorse ~ban the hon. r!e.nde­
n:lan whe11 hP was" sitt.irjg behind the late Go­
vennnent. lle (:\Ir. Lea!1y) h:1d ne\·er ~'paired'' 
with the hon. n:emller for Clerrnont when 1\linis~ 
t£-~rs wanted his support very badly, and at a 
time \\ htm thP hon. met11ber for Uh'l'IlliH1t was a 
prllitical "dead head.n Tbe }JIJ!l. gentleruan 
"' rmired" \Vith the hon. rn,--rnber for Clernwnt 
and he.lped to put the l\Iinistry "ut of otlice. 

The BECRET'~'\.RY l<cm PUBLIC LANDS 
rose to nwke a pprfi(m<d explanatiPn. The bon. 
member wa...; end· avouring to lead the Corn­
nllttee to l~elit-ove thr~L i1e "paired" \vit.h the 
hon. 1nember fur Olermont, knowing th~..~ hnn. 
member to bA a·vay, .tnd, tlwrefore, a political 
"dead hear!." [Mr. KElm: Yon rlrd not.] The 
statement wa~ ab~olntoly untrue. (HPur, hear!) 
li\utht>n11nre, if the bun. rnt·lnber Ljr Bull on was 
trying to !Pad the Co!llmit; ee tr> believe th::1t he 
did "J. ;-;ingle thi~~gto help to pnt the late Govern­
rnerH. out, of offic~ he W<lt-i fl.aying so;n~ .. ~thing that 
v "' eqn~lly untrue. (Hea1·, he.•r !) [Hon. R. 
PHJLP: Y(1u left y(1ur "ptiir" with the leader of 
the Lobourparty.] Absolutely nntrne. 

The CHA !R:YIAN: Order ! 

J\Ir .• J. LEAHY: If the Secretary for L•tnds 
said that he riid n()t lcnow the hem. 1nernl1el:' for 
Clernwnt ·wa.:-; in _A_deL-t.ith-', he accepted his 
\vord. The fact n-liU<J.int>d tb~tt. the hon. rnRtn~ 
ber f,n' C!ermont \'1-a':i in either .Adt·Ltide or ~lel­
bonrne. [ f'he TH.gAt')UHEH: He \vas in neither 
of thooe pi aces.] 

The CHAllUIAN: Order! I bope the hun. 
member will uot di:-cu~B that quesdnn. It has 
nothing to do wlt-11 Lhe quH~tinu 110W befPre the 
Cunnnit.tee, and I do not. thir,k the hon. member 
is ju::;tified -in n1akin~ the cbarge he is now rr:ak­
ing againot the· ;)ecret:try for Lands. 
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Mr. J. LEAHY ought to be the judge of that 
to some extent. At all event-;) he wa ~ uot going 
to dwell U!1on it ;.-~1; auy greater leng-th, hut he 
thought he wa.< •·ntit!Pd to reply to the rem~trks 
nf the Secrttctry fnr Land~ iu first drmouucing 
the hon, member for Clermont and then te:ling 
hirn th tt hi$ proper IJOsition was behind hiln 
(J\.lr. LP'1h\ ). \V .. s not thac a r.flecti•m on bim 'I 
)The SECRETAHY FOH PUBLIC LA:'>ill~: You know 
i1erfectly "ell it w ' JJOt.] 

'fhe CHAlR:\IAN: The hon. member has 
nrnv replied to ',he reuwrks ot the St•crttary for 
. L ,nd,., and I hove he will not pursue the rnatter 
any further. 

Mr. ,T. LEAT'iY: With regard to Jlolitical 
-eon;.;L (:>llC), about\~ hich ttey bad hPard so much 
httely fr·>m the Secretary fur Lend,, if a cable­
gnuu apr,part-d in the 1mpers to~n1orro\v anuonnc­
jng th 1t J{ing l:\·t~r ot 8ervia harl ddi\'ered a. 
lt:cture den• undng regic-idt>, it. would be pretty 
111twh the satue as foe tho:> ht~r1. gr-ntleruan to 
deiJOunce- }JtJli: icrd i:ICOll~isr,, ncy. (:1\lr. KERH: 
Yon ought to l!e a juJge of that. \Nba\ about 
Dicbon?J 

}\Ir. l\lA:C'{~VELL: ThE' q1_1Pstion of the ''pair" 
betv"een th .... S2cre1a.ry for LaHds and the hon. 
m'<"-ntr•t>r for Clt>rm. -nt had cropped np mr-1ltY 
tirnes re ~Pntl?. \Vt'll, be wa~: rrsp~m:sible for 
that, and he had no hP:-:i~;n~.inn in :sa)"iog- that be 
wnulo h[lve •• pairp,d '' <:V1ymle on tha.r. occ ts1•m. 

FOH. PUBLlC LANDS (a.d·ho::~sing 
~ue hound to \vithdnnv 
1 bad not the sligbte,;t 

Tile CH A Tle\I AN: Order! I appeal to hon. 
rnentlhTS to nw.JrH::~in nrder. 

l\:lr. J. LEAHY: Tf yl)u l'ltoppf-!d the Secretary 
Jor Lands, t!Jtre V.'Onld be no trouble, 

The CI-IAIR:\lAX: J would remind the hon. 
111ember f. ,r B11rke 1 hat he is not speaking to 
the question bef,re the Comuuttee. 1 t be 'vi:-:bPd 
to nu.ke a pett'(JDaJ ex~,Ltnatif'n, he Hhould have 
asktd lf'clVe. 

(~lle,tion pnt. 

HoN. R PHTLP thnnght it was time this 
matter \Vas stoppt:d. The _Prernit-r was respnn~ 
Rible fur all the wa.!Jing d dtrty linen they had 
that evvning. 

The CHAIRMAX: Order! 

Hox. R PHILP: He was there till holf­
na't 11 the <·ther evening ov<r a. similar thing 
.::_[The SECRETAHY FOH HAlLWAYS: That is 
unfair.]-auri atter he "\Vt>nt <:t\Vc1y the hnn. 
gentlen1an l·r('nght on ;tnr1tht>r nwttt<r. The 
night haJ been wa~ted by the h•·n. gentlernan's 
O\\ n ~mppot ters. r\nd for the SPc.:retary fur 
La.nds, ot <ill r11en, tq heture me m h<-rs on pnlitical 
n1orality~ \}, h n they now found our that l!H went 
into the country, and instead of leaving hi::.; 
"pair" \Vi' h hit; own party, he left it with the 
hon. member f11T Bnrke~a Ir\('lnhL r of the Oppo· 
sition! [:Ylr. ::VLuwJGLL: J'\o.] He protested 
against tbi.., bnsine_ s. _.._1\.f~er t\ds VhlR d(1n8, he 
supposed tbH 8rcr .... tal'J' for Hail ways w_ould bring 
on th2 ralhn'y to Sr,onebt'nge. [The SECHETAHY 

Jj'OH HAILWA1S: No. I au1 going- to a"'k tt e 
1-louRe to adjonrn \V hen thiR rHwlntion i':! pac::-:;ed.] 
They V\ ere, all tired of 1 hi' di,pl"y from the 
1V[ini:-3tf•rial1Jench! ~, but the Secret<-n·y for Lands 
should be the la", member of the' Committee to 
lecture an) m;e with regard to pulitic:.tl mumlity. 

The CHATR'YfAN: Order! The hon. mem­
ber is not ju"'tified in Inaking personal l'emarks. 
No refereuce has l;een Inade to tbe hon. rne1nber. 

Hox. R. PHI LP: Evrryone had been talking 
about everything but the question before the 

Committee. The leader of tbe Labour party 
was talking about the Stonehenge r,,il way all 
the tune and replying to his f ollowcrs. 

The UHAIRJ\IAN: Order! The hon. mem­
ber for Barcoo was chnrged by the hon. member 
for Clermont with having ustd undue influet1ce 
in connection with the Htonehenge 1ailway, and 
l think that was his rpason for referriug to that 
rail way. 

HoN. K PHILP: Ever.v hon. member ought 
to be allowed tu speak as he liked if the Cl• air­
man allowed one hon. mc·mlwr to do so. The 
whole debctte had been out of order . 

The CHAIRMAJ'\" : The bon. member is 
entirely \'\Tung in rnaking a charge o£ that ~ind 
au·aim.-t tne. I have not allowed hon. n1e:nbers 
t~ 1-'fWak a.s they chose. I have kt:'pt thern \Vithin 
the limits of the detmte. 

HoN. R. PHI LP: The hon. member for Cam­
booya spPke fur an hnue and v.. quarter, aud 
nobody understood what he :;aid. 

The CHAIRJ\.lAN: I allowc'd the hon. mem­
ber for CmnlJonya to speak vvith teferenee to a 
railv,'ay in !n~ district becau~\e it w2~~ an :1 lterna­
tive route to that }·ropi!Std in th __ resolutjon now 
before the Cotnn:tittee. and 1 COIJStdered his 
rernarks wt:re relt'VaJlt ~n1 that account. 

Hox. K P lliLP did not th-ink >1nybo<1y Plse 
did. rrhe Trt-'HdUrf'r ought to h,{\'8 ~omething to 
say ahout thiti ratl \\ t1Y) lJ._'cause t1 \'8 year ... ag,J he 
treatt>d then1 to a lec~ure on the iu11norality of 
building it. He (1\lr. Philp) intended t<' snp­
purt it lh cau:-:E' he vva~ n sp •!tsible f•)I' hHilding 
the first sPction, and, lwving gone S<) _far, he 
thought t1·e line t-.hunld be ~~mtintJed to <loundi­
\Vindi. The Secret::n·v for L~nd8 tnfnnned th8ln 
that there were 1,000 >qn:ue rrd:·s of c mntry 
lying \·acant.. The hon. geutieman rtught to tell 
t'h81n whv that la.l1d was vacallt. \V,,s that the 
surt nf C(;unrry thev wero a::;ked to bnild a rail­
way w? [The SECHBT.\HY FOlt l'cllLIU LANDS : 
rfherf.' iR a lot of VUC<!.llt COUntry in (~lllt>8t1Sbnd at 
present b<-cansP there is 1:0 ~tPck.] The Cor~J.­
mittee had been treated W>th scant courre>y m 
the matter of information. Th· y should have 
been ::mpl,lied 'vith n·pDrts fr01n agricultnra.l 
expl~rt:-, as to the chant.c'er of tt;e laud. The 
Premier had allo,ved his fullo'"ers to get up one 
after another and talk about everything but the 
raihv-By. 

The CHAIHMAJ'\: Order! 

Ho:-.;. R PHILP: He hoped this wnnH be the 
last l)f this sort nf bnr-ine:s~. lThe SECRETARY 

FOR RAILWAYS: You know I an1 noG reNpu11sible 
fvr it.] 

J\Ir. J\.lAXWELL asked le",ve to make a 
per!'lonal explanation. 

The CHA 1 H:YIAK: Is it the pleasure of the 
Commi\.tee that the hrm. member be heard? 

Hoxm:HABLE lVIEMBBH~: Hear, htar! 

Mr. MAXWELL: At tbe time the stamp 
duty prl'IJO~als of the late Gr)\" 1-rnment ~ere 
brought in, the hon. rnt>tnber fur Bunda.herg and 
he were walking UiJ GPorge stre(:'t one night, and 
Messrs. Bell anct' Denham were in front of 
therr>. At the C'>rner t•f Quer·n street ~lr. Bell 
said hr. Wilnted to g.) away to ROlllP JJlacP, nnd 
ht-> vYoulrllike if a "pair~' could be r•bta1ned for 
him. Mr. Den ham asked him (Mr. Maxwell) to 
gPt a " pair'' f11r 1\lr. Bell, and ht' s·1i.J he would~ 
At that tirne the hon. lllE-'Ill~ler for Ulermont was 
either in Sydney or on the ro>td to H0 rlney. He 
believed the present Home Secret"''Y ~ent the 
hon. member a telegram to \Vallangarra-[Mr. 
K1mR: Bear, hc:;r !]-to get him to come 
back f,,,. the division, and he (Mr. Maxwell) 
wets of opinion that the hon. member for Clerrnont 
would be back for the rli vision. He thought it 

Jrfr. Jrfaxwell.] 
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would be quite ;;~fe to "pair'' ::Vfr. Bell with 
J\Ir. Le--ina in the interests of the party, even if 
the hon. UH?rnbr>r for Ch_.rrnont did not corne 
back. \fr. Bell cat ne t 1 hint "Jterward' and 
said that he had worked a, dirty trick on him in 
"pairi)lg '' hirn \Vith a '" de:ul '' Ill<--in. He was 
not panicular about that. lf he thought the 
party would gain suul~thing by "pairing" birn 
with a "dead "man l1e was prepared to do it. 
[The SEC!li;TARY FOR PcllLIC LA"Ds: It has just 
occurr d to 111e that I inturnH-d the hou. n1ember 
for llnlloo bdore I went away, ancl the hon. 
member acquie,cecl in my goinr:.] [7\Ic. , J. 
LEAHY: Yes; but I said, " Be sure and pair. '] 

Question put and passed. 

The House resunted. The CHAIR1IAN reported 
that the Cummittee had come to certain resolu· 
tions. 

The PHE:\UER moved that the resolutions 
be nuw agreed to. 

HoN. It. PHILP: Do I undersL.nd that the 
hon. gentlem<tn is not g-oinr: on with the other 
resolution to-nir:ht? [The SECRETARY l'OH RAIL· 
WAYS: No.] This is the only business? ['l'be 
SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Ye~.] 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at 11 o'clock. 

----------

Albert River, Etc., Bill. 




