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Questions.
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBILY.
WEDNESDAY, 15 NoveMBER, 1905.

The SpeakEr (Houn. Sir A. S, Cowley, Herbert)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’elock.

QUESTIONS.
ECTIONAL KARNINGS ON RAILWAYS,

Mr. HAMILTON (Gregory) asked the Secre-
tary for Railways—

1. What has been the loss or gain in working ex-
penses on the Limerald to Springsure Railway each year
sinee being opened ?

2. What has been the additional loss of interest on
capital expenditure on the above railway each year
since being opened?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
{(Hon. A. Morgan, Warwick) replied—

1 and 2. Statement showing the loss on the Spring-
sure Braneh Railway each year from the date of open-
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[ASSEMBLY.]

Buss I'IRES IN UHARLEVILLE DISTRICT.
Mr. P. J. LEAHY (Warrego) asked the Sec-

retary for Railways—

1. Is he aware that severe bush fires have oceurred in
the Charleville district, and thxt whole runs and selec-
tions are in consequence without grasss

2. Does he know that lessees attribute these fires
10 the railway trains?®

3. Do engine-drivers and firemen clean the fireboxes
of the engines and shovel outl live ¢linkers and ashes
while the trains are travelling ¥

4. If so, will steps be taken to stop this practice?

5. Wiil the Government compensate the pastoral
lessees and selectors whose grass has been destroyed by
fires caused in this manner?

6. Will the Government in these cases convey stock
free of charge by rail to places where grass can be
obtained ?

The SECRETARY
replied—

1 and 2. The Distriet Engineer, Roma, rveports that
bush fires have been burning for some time between
Charleville and Mmungallala, and. so {ar as he could
aseertain, the fires started some distance from the rail-
way line.

3 and 4. Lngine-drivers and firemen have special
instructions not to clean the fireboxes or throw out
clinker while the train is traveliing.

5 and 6. See answer to No. 1.

FOR RAILWAYS

Ideraway Purchase Bill.

Roma Mixgratn Oin COMPANY.

Mr. LESINA asked the Secretary for Mines—

1. Does the Minister know that the members of the
Roma Pown Couuncil are all, or nearly all, directors of
the Roma Mineral Oil Company ¥

2. Are the town clerk and his assistant the seeretaries
of the company ¥

3. Are the company’s offices in the Roma Town Hall?

4. Does the Minister know that. to quote the words
of the company prospectus, 5,500 shares will be
issned as fully paid-up shares to the promoters as pay-
ment for thieir interest in the mineral lease as well as
the Government grant of £2,500"" ¢

5. Does lte know that if the company strikes gas or
water the supply of gas and water in the Roma Town
Bore wilt almost certainly be cub off ¥

6. Should this happen, will the Government agrec to
compensate the Roma people for this loss either by a
grant or by agreeing not to demand payment of the
£7,000 lent for the purpose of laying on gas from the
hore?

7. Will the Minister, as promised, lay all papers in
connection with this matter on the table of the
Iouse ¢

8. If the papers do not contain the names of all the
members of the syndicate to which the grant of £2500
was made by the Government, will the Minister
endeavour to obtain this information ¥

The SECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. J.
W. Blair, Ipswich) replied—

1. No definitec knowledge, but have heard that such
is the rasc.

2. Letters have been received by the department from
the Roma Town Council, signed by G. L. Crystal, as
clerk of the council, and also from G. L. Crystal, as
secretary of the Roma Oil Boring Company.

3. Have no knowledge.

%. No. A copy of the prospectus has not heen fur-
nished to the department.

5. No.

6. Matter may receive consideration should con-
tingeney arise.

7. Yes.

3. Yes.

UNEMPLOYED AT WOOMBYE.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) asked the 'frea-
surer—

Is it trne that certain unemployed men who have
settied at Woombye. and are at present in such a aesti-
tute ¢ondition that they are living on wallaby and
pumpkins, have applied for rations and tools to the
Treasurer and been refused ¥

The TREASURER
Rockhampton) replied—-

I have not heard of any settlers at Woombye being
in such destitute eircunstances, nor has any such
application been made to ne.

(Hon., W. Kidston,

Mr. LESINA asked the Treasurer, without
notice—

If these men apply for rations and tools will he give
consideration to their claims?

The TREASURER replied—

Yes., Consideration is always given in such cases.

IDERAWAY ESTATE SPECIAL
PURCHASIHK BILL.

PropPosgDn INTRODUCTION.

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR
PUBLIC LANDS (Hon, J. T. Bell, Dally), it
was formally resolved—

That the Ilouse will, at its next sitting, resolve itself
into a Committee of the Whole to consider thie desirable-
ness of introducing a Bill to make provision for the
purchass of the Ideraway Bstate, in the Burnett districs,
for settlement under the Agricultural Lands Purchase
Acts, 1834 to 1901,
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The
moved—

GOONDIWINDI RATLWAY.
SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS

That the Speaker do now leave the chair, and the
House resolve itself into & Cornmittee of the Whole to
consider the following resolutions :—

(1) That the House approves of the plan, seetion, and
book of reference of the proposed extension of the
Goondiwindi branch line, fromn Thane to Goondiwindi,

in length 101 miles 11 ¢hains, as laid upon the txble of

the Hlouse on Tucsday, the 31st day of October, 1905,

(2) That the plan, section, and hook of reference bhe
forwarded to the Legisiative Council, for their approval,
by message in the usual form.

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEE,
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, in

moving the resolutions, said: Next to the rail-
way which the House assented to yesterday—
the Richmond-Cloncurry line—he regarded the
proposed line through the Goondiwindi district
as the most 1m1)0rta.nt railway enterprise which
the State could undertake at the present time.
{Hear, hear!) It would secure for their railways
and for the port of Brisbane the trade of a new
province. The district to be opened up was rich
in resources. It was not a distriet in which
there was merely one industry. It was a dis-
trict of varied resources, and in which varied
industries might be successfuily prosecuted. In
the country to be traversed there were timber
resources equal to anything in the coastal or
interior districts, He knew of no district in
Queensland in which there were finer belsts of
hardwood, particularly spotted gum and iron-
bark, than in the district on the Herries
Range, 10 or 12 miles west of Thane. There
would be no difficulty in obtaining sufficient
sleeper and bridge timber to construct this rail-
way, or, indeed, the construction of a railway
right through to the South Australian border;

and he looked forward to the time when the
forests of that district would be drawn upon for
the supply of railway sleepers for expors. The
district was also rich in wmineral resources. In
the Thane’s Creek, Talgai, and Canal Creek dis-
tricts gold had been found in considerable quan-
tities, and those who were competent to form an
opinion had expressed the view that the gold-
mining industry of the district would be as
active some day as it was up to the time when
the Gympie rush broke out and attracted the
miners from Thane’s Oreek and Talgai. Silver
was also found, and at least one mine had been
worked at a pruhf The trade of the district in
which that silver-mining was carried on would
come to the line the construction of which he
was now proposing. But, while these indus-
tries were important, they were not more im-
portant than, if indeed they were as impor-
tant as, the agricultural industry which
would be developed by the construction of the
railway. In proposing it to the Committee, he
felt that he was labouring under a disability in
speaking to members, very few of whom, un-
fortunately, had had an opportunity of thum
the district. He could have wished that a very
large number of members had had the oppor-
tunity of visiting the Goondiwindi districs.
Had that been the case, he was quite sure that
his task in recommending the proposal would
have been very much hghter than it was. The
district was a very fine one. Its capabilities
for agricultural development were equal to any
district on the western side of the range, save
and except perhaps those 1mmed1auely abut-
ting on the foothills of the range. Hon.-mem-
bers were aware that considerable agricultural
development had already taken place in the
Texas district, where the tobacco crop of Queens-
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land wads grown. The quality of the leaf was
excellent, and it commanded top prices in com-
petition with the best tobacco grown in Aus-
tralia. [Mr, LusiNa : Grown by Chows chiefly. ]
He hoyied the day would come when that
objection would be removed, and they would see
the industry prosecated successfully by white
labour. Tobacco was grown all along the valley
of the Severn, from Texas to Inglewood. The
soil had also proved beyond question to be admir-
ably adapted for the cultivation of wheat. It
was light in character compared with the heavier
soils of the Darling Downs ; but the wheat grown
on the light soils of the Sevem and Macintyre
Brook country was of better quality than the
wheat grown on the richer soil ¢f the Darling
Downs, DBesides being capable of producing
tobacco and wheat of good quality, it was
equally suitable for the production of root
crops and hay. Then there was the pastoral
industry. The country had long been known as
one of the best of Queensland’ wool-producing
districts. Wool grown on the Macintyre country
had always commanded a high price on the
London market, and that the country was well
adapted for woolgrowing was proved by the fact
that there was a large number of grazing selectors
in the district and that the majority of them were
doing remarkably well. He would point out that
between the 29th parallel of south latitude—that
was the southern border of QJueensland as far
sast as Mungindi—and the 25th parallel there
were more sheep depastured than in any similar
areain Queensland. [Mr. Graysox: It can carry
ten times as heavily.] That was undoubtedly the
case, In 1895, a few years before the drought,
betwesn the 29th and 2Sth parallels there were
3,500,000 sheep depastured ; between the 28th
and 27th parallels there were 1,136,000 sheep ;
between the 27th and 26th parallels there were
1,159,000 ; and between the 26th and 23th
parallels, 1,597,000 «heep. Those numbers had
been diminished by the droueht, but it was still
srue that between the 29th and 23th parallels
there were more sheep depastured than between
any other two parallels in Queensland. Theline
would traverse a district already settled, and it
was capable of supporting a very much larger
population. It would open up a large area of
country suitable for agricuxtural settlement,
Taking Texas, on the Severn River, as the most
easterty point that would be influenced by the
construction of the railway, they had the whole
of the Texas country already occupied and cul-
tivated. Proceeding north and west to Ingle-
wood and Beebo and Wyemo, all the country
between the Brook and the Severn in the
neighbourhood of Lagoona and Terra Mellis
was adapted for agricultural settlement, and
capable of supporting settlement as close as
that which obtained in the Darling Downs
country. Indeed, for certaln purposes, it was
better adapted for agricultural settlement.
Round about there was a very large area suitable
for wheat and tobacco growing. There was also
a very large area north of the line. The Lands
Departmenu had prepared a map showing the
area of Crown lands available and the area of
land contained in leases which would shortly
fall due, all of which would, in the course of
time, be made available for close ssttlement.
[Mr. MacarRTNEY : Have you that map avail-
able?] It had not been reproduced, but he
would show it to the hon. member. Much of the
trade of the district, unfortunately, already went
to Newcastle and Sydney. To show to what
extent that was the case, he would refer to the
figures which had been obtained from the Cus-
toms Department a few years ago, when the line
was last before the House., The return supplied
to him by the Customs authorities some five years
ago showed that the value of the trade from

Hon. 4. Morgan.]
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the border districts which passed to the New
Bovih Wales railways and ports was £166,000 a
year. He had not been able to obtain the same
information now, owing to the closure of the
border Cnstoms stations, but he ba i no reason
to believe that the volume of trade had diminished
to any extent. Possibly it had increased. How-
ever, the figures he had just quoted should be
taken seriously into consideration by the Com-
mittee. The bullt of the trade of the district
now went to Newcastle and Sydney, and, unless
the Parliament of Queensiand supplied the dis-
trict with the railway communication for want
of which it had so long been languishing, the
remaining portion of the trade which Queens-
land now retained would also go to Newcastle
and Sydney. The fact that the bulk of that
trade had already left them was entirely their
own fault, While they hadl been idle, their
neighbours to the south had been active. If
hon. members took the trouble to look at the
railway map of Queensland and New South
Wales which he had had prepared by the
Railway staff, they would see how active their
neighhours had been in their efforts to capture
the trade of the Southern district of (Jueensland.
[Mr. Lesiva: Are we not all brothers now
under federation?] They were all supposed to
be brothers in that Cominittee, but at times they
did not display that brotherly spirit which one
would expect to characterise such an Assembly,
(Laughter:) e was afraid the brotherly spirit
or the federal spirit did not enter very largely
into business, and the States were as keen in
looking after their own interests to-day as they
were before federation was consummated.  Al-
ready New South Wales had built a railway to
Bourke, and they had a branch from there to
Brewarrina. Turther east there was a line to
Narrabri and Moree. A branch line was now
under construction to Wallgett, and a branch
from that branch mnorth-westerly to Collar-
indabri. Collarindabri was only 50 or 60 miles
south of the Queensland border at a point
nearly due south of 3t George. Moree was
almost due south of Goondiwindi, and there was
also a line to the eastward from Dloree to
Inverell, due south of the most southern point of
Queensland at Mount Haystack. Inadditionto
all those lines, they had surveyed a line from
Moree to Boggabilla, just across the border
from Goondiwindi, and another to Mungindi
further West. Alresdy their neighbours had
spent more than £3,000,000 in constructing those
lines to the vicinity of our southern border; and
that in itself was evidence of the value they
attached to the trade of that portion of Queens-
land territory ; and he was disposed to think—
though he would not openly say so—that our
neighbours were to some extent influenced in
extending their rallways so near to the Queens-
land border by the fact that they would have to
depend not only upon the trade of their own
territory, but that they would also be able to
gather some trade from the district to the north
of the border. It was not reasonable to suppose
that the attraction of a 70-mile belt of country
to the north of their railways was sufficient to
justify so large an expenditure of public money,
and, had there not been trade from across the
border to secure, some at least of those lines
would not have been built. The real object,
of course, was not the trade of the narrow strip
of New South Wales territory, but the vast trade
of the territory between the rail heads of the New
South Wales railways and the Western railway
in Queensland—trade which Queensland, in its
want of wisdom in the past, had neglected from
a railway point of view. Queensland had all
the advantage of position. Moree, which was
the most northerly point of the New South
Wales railway system in that district, was 513

[Hon. A. Morgan.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Goondiwindi Railway.

miles from Sydney. The distance from Goeondi-
windi to Brisbane by the railway now proposed
and the existing line would be 290 miles, show-
ing a difference of 223 milesin favour of Brishane
as the shipping nort for the trade of the district.
[Mr. KENNa : How far is Moree from Goondi-
windi?l About 75 miles. The district was a
very fine district, and our safeguard hitherto had
been the fact that the road to Moree traversed
heavy blackscil plaing, and was not traficable in
wet weather. Though our neighbours had spent
so much money in building so many railways
threatening our border districts, it was clear, on
looking at the map, that the expenditure of the
small sum of money required to build this line
would piace Queensland in the position of being
able to hold her own against the efforts of New
South Wales to capture our trade. It must
be quite clear that one line running parallel
with the border would effectually checkmate the
New South Wales lines, numerous as they were,
which impinged at right angles to our border,
particularly when the objective of this line—
Goondiwindi—was only abont 291 milesfrom Bris-
bane, whereas the nearest distance to Svdney by
the most direct routefrom Moree wag
513 wiles. He had already referred
to the trade existing, and indicated
the possibilities of development from a pastoral,
agricultural, and mining point of view, and he
said again unhesitatingly, as he bad already said
in the Chamber on more than one occasion, that
the best interests of the State and the inferests
of the port of Brisbane demanded emphatically
that this railway should be constructed. And
not only those interests but the railway interests
of the State called for the construction of the
railway. and in that opinion he was supported in
emphatic terms by the Commissioner for Rail-
ways. | Mr. Lesixa: Which report? The made-
to-order report or the other one 7] 'The made-to-
order report ? [Mr. Lrsina : Yes, it differs very
much from the other one.] He was sorry that
the hon. member had made that reflection on the
Commissioner. [Mr. LusiNa: The Commissioner
is a very weak man, yon know It was a very
gross reflection. The Commissioner’s advocacy
of this railway was not a matter of to-day or
vesterday, and if he had to draw the deduction
from what the hon. member said—that the report
was written at his (Mr. Morgan’s) suggestion or
dictation—he would have no difficulty in answer-
ing the suggestion—a very base suggestion—by
quoting from a report by the present Commis-
sioner for Railways ten years ago, when he was
the general traffic manager. He hoped the hon,
member would give him his attention. [Mr.
Lesva: Tam listening.] Mr. Thallon, reporting
to the Railway Commissioners ten years ago on
the subject of railway communication with the
South-wes ern districts, said—

I prefer the Warwick route because the distance from
the seaboard to the rich distriet south of St. George
and Cunnamulla is shorter than zi¢ Charieville or
Yeulba. The distance wid Charleville to Cunnamulla
will be 618 miles, but asit will be necessary to go south
of Cunnamulla to make sure of the trade, we may put
it down at 650 miles. The distance vid Warwick to the
Warrego would be 568 miles, and if the Ipswich-War-
wick line were constructed only 500 miles. The same
proportions apply in the case of the district south of
St. George. The trafiic to and from these districts
heing competitive, the rates must not he based on
mileage but on the New South Wales rates to and from
Sydney. so that the residents will not suffer, so far as
freight is eoncerned, on account of the circuitous route
it Charleville be adopied; but the department must
lose in having to work 650 miles for the same amount
as it might charge for 500 miles, and the inhabitants
would have a standing grievance in the greater time
occupied.

Two railways could be made to the district south of
St. George and south of Cunnamulla—namely. one from
Yeulba, 140 miles, and one from Charleville, 160 miles,
total 300 miles; and these (although they would not

{4 p.m.}
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touch the Goondiwindi district) would, T believe, secure
the present competitive trade: but in the long run
they would prove fecders to New Sounth Wales, aud
after all be not much less than the length of oue line
from Warwick I am strongzly of opimon, thercfore,
that our additional railway shonld ran east and west—
not north and south—and so secure the trade to Bris-
bane ftor ever and ever. The line should ruua from
Warwick to Goondiwindi, ov near it, thence as near the
border as may be consistent with the pelicy of muking
u good, serviceuble, cheap line.

The residents of the St. George and Cunnamulia
districts would donbtless be as well served by an
extension of the New South Wales lines fromn Narrabri
and Bourke, and they would probably cost less. Possibly
that will be done if the long-talked-of rederation comes
about, but the port of Brisbane would, in that cuse,
lose the trade for ever, and it isnot to be thought of by
Queenslanders.

That was a complete answer to the interjection
made a few minutes ago by the hon, member for
Clermont.  [Mr, LesiNa: e knows this pro-
posed line to be a fraud—it is no good.]  What
was the history of this railway ? The money for
its coustruction was included in the Loan Hsti-
mates in 1884,  The pluns of the first section
were submitted to Parliament in 1886, and
passed by the Assembly, but were rejected by
the casting vote of the Presiding Chairman in
another place. It might be interesting to quote
a brief passage from the report of t.e Council
Committee, to whom the plans were referred in
1886.  This was parvagraph 1 of the report—

The evidence taken shows that the construction of a
border railway is sound public policy, because it will
retain within the colovy the trade along the border of
Southern Queessland which now passes to and from
New Sonth Wales,

The committes concluded with a recemmen-
dation that the line he constructed. The pro-
posal failed in the Council for the reason he had
stated, by the casting vote of the Chairvimman, A
year later the plans were again su' mitted to the
Assembly, but a minority of the House success-
fully stonewalled the motion for their adoption.
He bad a distinct recollection of what tran-
spired, and there were some interesting incidents
of the stonewall of the plans on that occasion.
There was a combination between the squatters
and the people interested in rival routes, and the
result of the combination was that the adoption
of the plans was blocked, and the matter re-
mained until 1889, when it again came forward as
the subject of the communication which he had
just read from the Commissioner for Railways,
Mr. Thallon, who was then general traffic mana-
ger. Astowhether the route now proposed was the
right route to adopt for this railway, he thoughs
there could be no doubt, but he would just like to
quote a passage from the report of the chief rail-
way surveyor, Mr. Lethem, the officer in charge of
surveysat the time, whomade an iuspection of this
and other routes for the proposed railway to the
South-west.  Mr. Lethem reported that the War-
wick route wasthemost free from prickly pear, and
had the largest extent of settlement, that the pros-
pects of further close settlement were greater on
the Warwick route than any other, and that the
Warwick route was the best route to secure the
border trade. Those were the findings of that
officer, and he thought those who knew him
would know that he was an officer to whose re-
commendations the very greatest respect should
be paid. In1901, the late Government brought
down the plans of the first section from Warwick
to Thane; the House approved of the plans, and
the line had been built. It had been working a
little more than twelve months, and the financial
result had been better than in the majority of
cases of branch lines. The line had not only
paid working expenses, but had returned some-
thing over 5 per cent. on the capital invested,
He would point out that that line was only 25
19055 @
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miles in length, not nearly long encugh to in-
fluence the trade of the Guondiwindi-Macintyre
debhatable district, to which this railway was
projected. Ee had not the least doubt that when
the line was taken to Gouondiwindi a large pro-
portion of the trade now lost to Queensland
would be recovered, and that the liue wounld
realise the anticipations the Commissioner had
formed of it. The Commissioner had written
him only a few months ago in these terms

I have the honour to draw your attention to the
attached extracts from the sydney daily papers, which
show that pressure is being brought to bear on the New
Sonth Wales Government to extend their lines from
Moree to Mungindi and Boggabilia. The avowed object
is to capture the Queensland trade, and it is gratifying
to read that the Minister who received the deputation
pointed out that this was not a proper vbject. It is,
indeed, » mosy improper one, especially a+ this State is
now extending its lines westward from Warwick, notto
gain New South Wales trade, but to accommodate the
very distrirt in Queensland which the Sydney deputa-~
tionists seck to capture.

As nothing definite has been done, and New South
Wales caniiot possibly gratify the deputation for a con-
siderable time, I would recommend that we push on
our Western line froin Thane as quickly us possible.

I enclose 4 map of the Southern portion of Queens-
tand and the northern part of New South Wales, from
which ean be seen at n glance the railways now built
and under coustruction,

It would be seen therefore that the Commis-
sioner and the otlicer in charge of surveys, who
bad both been over this district, had besn so
impressed, not only with the importance of re-
covering the trade which had been lost, but with
the possibility of developing a very much larger
trade than now existed there, that they
had no hesitation in recommending the con-
struction of this line. IHe had himself no hesi-
tation in recommending it to the House. He
was one of the few members whe had had the
opportunity of travelling through the district, and
he knew it intimately. [Hon. R. PaiLe : What
aboul the agricultural land?] He haid not the
least hesitation in repeating that this line was pro-
bably the best rallway enterprise, after the Clon-
curry extension, to which this State could
address itself, The leader of the Opposition had
asked him what about the agricultural land.
He had already indicated that there was a large
arer of high-classagricultural land in the district
which would be served by the railway. From
Texas right down the Severn to the junction of
the Brook, aud right down the Macintyre
to a peint west of Guondiwindi, there was a
large area of excellent agricultural land.  As far
as the Texas and Inglewood districts were con-
cerned, the production almost wholly was tobacco,
the only crop which would stand the long land
carriage toa market. Excellent wheat was grown,
but it was quite imp ssible to grow it at a profit
if it had to be sent 80 miles by road to a mitl,
but there was no doubt whatever that with rail-
way communication the area of land devoted to
wheatgrowing in these districts would be very
largely increased, to the benefit not only of the
district, but of the whole State. He did not,
however, rely upon his own opinion in thag
matter, but proposed te quote the opinion of
an officer who visi ed the district some years
ago, who was sent down to report upon its agri-
cultural capabilities and the feasibility of
adopting an irrigation scheme. The Maciutyre
River was probably the best inland river in the
State of Queensland, and one of the best in Aus-
tralia, the supply of water Leing larger and more
reliable than could be found anywhere else in
Queensland.  [Mr. MAXWELL: Who was he
sent down by?] He was sent down by the
Government of the day. The officer was Mr.
Peter McLean, the late Under Secretary for

Hon. 4. Morgan.]
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Agriculture, who was then inspecting land com-
missione Mr. McLean, in the course of his
report, said—

There is a considerable tract of Crown lands north-
east of and distant abont 6 niles from the township.
The soil is # black friable clay, easily worked, and well
adapred for any sort ot cercal crops. Brigalow Creek.
which is a break-away from the Macintyre River. divides
the Crown land from land which has already been
alienated., This creck flows ina north-gasterly direc-
tion, and falls mto the Weir River in the parish of
Bloowmtield.

There ave a large number of extensive waterholes in
this creek ; but from what I could learn trom old resi-
dents in the district none of thein are of a permauent
character, and, to judge from observation, I should say
none of thew arc very deep. Still, it is just possible
that this cresk could be made a receptacle for the
storage of water for irrigation purposes, as therecould
be no difficulty in prwping water from the Mucintyre
into it.

The whole of the land in this part of the district is
very flat, and to all appeavance level; buf its suit-
ability for irrigation purposes could only be deter-
mined afrer careful survey; and as Mr. J B. Ilender-
son, Hydraulic Lingineer, accompanied me for the
purpose of reporting on the water supply, I will leave
him to deal with the feasibility of irriguting the land.

For about a distance of 18 miles in an easterly
direction from the township and about the same
distance north there is a large quantity of very good
land. The soil in some places is a black friable clay,
easily worked, and in other places a rich brown loam
of sx(perior quality. There is very little plain, except
in the vicinity of the Goondiwindi pre-emptive. The
country consists of open forest and light scrub. The
timber on the forest laud is silver-leaved ironbark and
hox, and in ths scrubit consists prineipally of brigalow,
sandalwood, native hop-bush, and cypress pine. There
is a very extensive scrub about 15 miles from the town,
through which the road between Bengalla and Goondi-
windi passes. The soilis a brown loam, well adapted
for agricuitural purposes; it would be easily worked
if the timaner was wll removed, and would, I am confi-
dent, stand a dry season much hetter than the heavier
black s3il. In flood seasons a good deal of this district
is under water, in some places to a depth of 2 feet.

Tor 12 miles west of the town, in the parish of
Callandoon, the land has all been alienated.

Beyond that the Crown land between Callandoon
croek and the river consists of open forest, heavy rich
Pblack soil, and a few low sand ridges. Very large areas
of this country arc under water at flood time. in some
places 1o a depth of 6 feet. The timber on the forest
1and is silver-leaved ironbark, box, and beiah.

On Winton run the country consists of open forests
and belts of serub, The soil is fairly good, but not so
heavy as the soil hetween Callandoon Creek and the
viver. The timber in the forest and the scrub is similar
to that in other parts of the distriet.

There is a largearea of excellent agricultural land in
the neighbourhood of Goondiwindi, and if it is possible
4o bring the land and the water together heavy yields
of cereals and other erops would be the result.

1 saw maize growing on a farm a few miles from town
gqual to fully 60 bushels per acre, and 1 was told a
much higher figure had been reached. I also saw some
very fine potatoes an? pumpkins grown on the same
farm. Fruit grows very well in this district. proof of
which I witnessed on visiting an orangery about 2
miles from town. The trecs were loaded with fine
fruit, and gave no sign of any disease,

1 took samples of the soil from different parts of the
district and brought it with me to Brisbane for the
purpose of analysis. As I l}ave already st_ute(,}.' it is
impossible to venture any opinion on the suitability of
the distriet for irrigation purposes in the absence of
Proper SUurveys as to levels and compubutiops: by a duly
gualiied engineer as to the water capacities of the
Macintyre River. Asto the latter, Mr. Henderson will
e able to supply the necessary information.

To judge simply from the appearance of the features
of the country, and in view of the large area of really
excellent agricultural land in this distiict, I shonld say
that few places in the colony better adapted for the
jnitiation of an irrigation scheme conld be found.

And as the subjeet of irrigation is one of paramount
importance to the agricultural interests of this eolony,
I am of opinion that steps should })e taken at once to
have proper surveys made, and if it is found, as I
helieve it will, that the lay of the country is such as to
admit of the proper distribution of water over the laund
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and an irrigation scheme is ¢arried out, it will soon be
proved that the culiivation of the soil is an industry
whielr will repay the cultivator avd be of immense
benefit to the colony.

But while I belicve the injtiation of a system of irri-
gation would prove to be succeszful in this distriet, I
think it only right to point out that in the absence of
railway commuuication the land is practically shut
out from bond fide settiewent.

Those are the opinions of Mr. McLean. Hon.
members who knew that gentleman were aware
of his capacity to form an opinion, and he
thought Mr. McLean was an authority who
would be accepted by the majority of hon. mem-
bers of the House. He would only briefly refer
to the report of the Commissioner for Railways,
who strougly recmmended the construction of
the line, and that without delay. He said—

STATTON ACCOMMODATION,—Stations will for the present
be provided at Canal Creek, 65-miles, Inglewood, Ben-
galla, and Goondiwindi; but it is fully intended that,
as the land is taken up and the agricultural industry
develops, extra stations will be provided.

Warkr Suepry.—Permanent supplics of good water
for loconotives can be obtained at convenient inter-
vals—namely, Canal Creek, Inglewood, Bengalla, and
Goondiwindi; these places being respectively 38, 73,
98, and 125 wmiles from Warwick. Good water can be
obtained within a reasonable distance of the line at
many places besides these, but those indicated divide
the distance fairly equally.

The Commissioner also stated that the probable
receipts would be sufficient to pay interest and
working expenses, and contribute ahout £10,230
to the general interest bill. He also said—

Porvrarion.—On inguiry at the Statistical Branch, I
find there are 2.475 persons in the shires of Inglewood
and Waggamba and 800 in the muuicipalty of Goondi-
windi. The schools in the distriet, including Pro-
visional schools, have an enrolment of 436 schoiars and
an average attendance of 340.

The rainfall was good. The average rainfall at
Inglewood for the last twenty-five years had
been 28 inches, and that at Goondiwindi 26
inches. The whole of the roiling-stock required
would not involve an expenditure of more than
£3,000, as the rolling-stock now engaged on the
line to Thane’s Creek would prove sufficient for
working the new line. In conclusion, the Com-
missioner strongly recommended the counstruc-
tion of the line, and added that the work should
be undertaken *“ without delay.” He contended
that an excellent case had been made out for the
construction of the railway, and he submitted it
to the House on its merits. It was a line that
should have been constructed many years ago,
and he had not the least doubt that it would
have been constructed but that it had the
mixfortune of being made the subject of party
political contention. As a result of that, not
only the interests of the district, but the in-
tevests of the State, suffered, and suffered
severely. He boped the House would correct
the error made nineteen vears agn, when the
plans were approved by the Legislative Assembly,
but were rejected by the Legislative Council. He
submitted the railway in the interests of the
State and in the interests of the port of Brisbane,
and he sincerely trusted that the Fouse would
pass it. [Honourable members: Hear, hear !]

Hox. R. PHILP (Townsville): He quite ad-
mitted that if the line were built, and was a
success, that the port of Brisbane would bene-
fit much more by it than Warwick would, He
did not know why the people of Warwick had
been after this line so much, as they would
not benefit in the slightest degree by its con-
struction. The position he occupied was that
he was a member of the Government which
built the line to Thane’s Creek, but whether
the position was now opportune to finish the
construction of the line to Goondiwindi he was
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1ot 1 & position to say. For the last two years
the Government had reversed the policy of
their predecessors in regard to the construc-
tion of railways, and were always crying out
about the cnormous amount of the public debt
of Queensland—about £70 per head. The Pre-
micr himself had said the dcbt was appalling,
and yet he was golng to revert to the policy
of his predecessors and add to that debt. So
far as building railways were concerned, he
was sorry that they had stopped building them.
If the present Government had brought down
a railway policy two years ago, it would have
been a better thing for Queensland. There
would not have been so many unemployed, and,
nobwithstanding their increasing debt, it would
have been a better thing for the State. But
the Premier was the lcader of a party which
did not believe in building railways, did not
believe in borrowing, did not believe in selling
land, and did not want any more people here.
He was very pleased now to see that the Pre-
mier had reversed his policy in the matter of
building railways. It was a good thing to go
on building railways if there was a possibility
of them paying. He did not think there was
much in the argument about the enormous
amount of trade that was going to New South
Wales, because if they looked at the map they
would sce that there was a lot of unoccupied
sountry through which the railway was to run.
Ife understood there was some good agricul-
tural land there, and that was the only reason
why he would vote for the construction of the
line. He did not take any notice of the fairy
story which the Premier told them about their
trude going to New South Wales, as he did
not think therc was any trade going there ab
all.  What was 100 miles in the matter of
carfing wool? It was nothing. [The PREMIER:
it is about 70 miles to Movee.] How many
sheep were there in that district altogether?
Were there a quarter of a million? Mr. Thal-
lon in his report gave an estimate of the ve-
veunne that would probably be derived from
the railway. and he made a comparison
between this line and the Cunnamulla line.
But the Cunnamulla line passed through some
of the finest sheep country in Quecnsland. The
gouniry round about Goondiwindi did not com.
pare with Cunnamulla country at all for sheep-
growing. [The PreMien: Yes, it does. You do
not know it.] Well, look at the map, and sce
the couuiry between Charleville and Cunna-
mulla. There was not any vacant land there
at all, but in the district which was traversed
by this line there was a lot of vacant land.
This country was tried for sheep forty years
ago. but it was very poor country, and they
could never make it pay. It was not the wool
traffic that would make it pay. There was
good agricultural land there, and it was not a
great distance from Brishane, and that was all
that would make 1t pay. 1t had a fair rainfall,
and they would ke able to get it settled. If
they got it settled, it would be all right, and
that was what they wanted to do, to promote
settlement and encourage agriculture. [The
SECRETARY FOR RAiLwavys: You cannot get
that without a railway.] He admitted that.
It was wrong to say that the building of the
line was the subject of party politics. He
voted against the proposal to build a line to
Thane’s Creek twenty years ago, because there
was nothing to justify them in building a rail-
way there at that time. There would have
been no traffic for the line then, but things
were altered new, and he believed that the
country was capable of settling a good agricul-
tural population. The Government had done
nothing for two years in the direction of rail-
way construction, although they were told that
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everyone was crying out for the construction of
this line. e did not know much about the
country himself. although, if he bkelieved the
storles that were told him then, it was not as
good as the Premier said it was, [Mr. LrsINA:
Is there much private land along the line?}
He did not think so. He believed that for a
distance of 40 miles from Thane’s Creek it
was very poor land. Most of the land there
was In the hands of the Crown, but when they
got further towards Macintvre Brook most of
the land was selected. [The PreMIER: At
Inglewood—yes.] On the whole, it was the
best line, after the Cloncurry line, of the three
raibway proposals submitted by the Govern-
ment, It was in a fairly good rain belt. On
the whole, it was a good thing to commence
the construction of zome public works again,
and as nothing better offered at the present
time they could go on with this railway, He
believed it was a better railway than the one
from Cattle Creek to Dalby which was
nassed last year, or even the railway from
Degilbo to Wetheron, which was also passed
last year. [The SECRETARY FOoR PUBLIC
Laxps: You proposed to build the Dalby-
Cattle Creek line yourself.] e asked the
JHouse to vote the money, but he knew more
about the country now than he did then, and
was wiser now. At any rate, the Goondi-
windi line was a better linc than either the
Dalby or Degilbo Lmes.  The Daluy-Cattle
Creek line went through privately-owned land,
and the people who owned that land ought
to pay for the railway. In all agricultural
districts he considered that the divisional
bhoards ousht to borrow the money from the
Government at 4 per cent. and build the rail-
W and make the people benefited pay the
interest on the amount borrowed. The late
Government had inaugurated that principle
in other lines. At Beaudesert the people
built the line themselves. Then on the
Northern rivers. from Ingham to Stone Creek.
on the Johnstone River, and also at Cairns
and Port Douglas, the pecple, having no hope
of getting raillways bwlt by the State, bor-
rowed the money aud paid mterest on it, and
built the line themselves. That was the hest
system where agricultural lands were in pri-
vate hands. In the present Instance a great
deal of the land in the district through which
the line would pass was held by the Crown, and
if that Jand was wisely administered they
would be able to sell it and get sufficient
money out of it to pay the cost of building
the rail:vay. That was the only reason why
he should vote for it.

Question put.

Hox., E. B. FORRERST: He was surprised
that how. members opposite, especially these
who were interested in Warwick

[4.30 p.m.] and the surrounding districts, did
not have a few words to say on

this Bill. [Mr. Gravson: We want the rail-
way. Woe do not want to stonewall it.] They
were told by the leader of the Opposition that
the railway was likely to do more good for
Brisbane than any other place. Ile believed
that himself also, but he did not agree with
the leader of the Opposition when he said that
it would not do much good to Warwick. He
considered it would do good to Warwick; he
was glad that it would do good to Warwick,
and because of that everyone interested in the
Darling Downs should vote for it. So far as
Brisbane was concerned, he never entertained
the slightest doubt about it doing good to
Briskane. and it was the duty of the commer-
cial world of Brisbane to support the construe-
tion of the line by every means in their power.
He hoped, therefore, that they would soon see
the border railway an accomplished fact. With

on. E.B. Foryee.]
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regard to the route, the construction of the
1111@ from Warwick to Thane's Creelk prac-
tically settled the difficulty—if there was a diffi-
culty—that afternoon. That line should never
have been built to Thane’s Creek if it was not
intended to go on to Goondiwindi. The House
would be stultifying itself now if it stopped at
Thane’s Creek. The Government had been
too long thinking ahout introducing more rail-
way proposals, but he was pleased to see that
there were now somw to be proceeded with.
Mr. Thallon, in the lust paragraph of his re-
port, as a _]ust;ﬁcauon for the construction of
the line, said—

TFor the reasons that this line will promote closer
§etb1eme|1t, will ntilise 4 large avea of rich land which
is now practically idle und therctore of little value to
the State, snd will retain Queensland trade 10 Queens-
land ports, I strougly recommend ics coustruction, and
that without delay.

They co dd not have a stronger recommenda-
tion than that. ’\Jotwlthxtaudmu the few
words t’vlat fell from the hon. member for
Clermont, he (1ion, K. B. Forrest) would say
that the Commissioner was a man whom
everyone believed jn-—{Mr. Krxna: Not
everyone.] ko was a plactxcal man and a

man everybody believed in.  The Commis-
sioner went over the ground some years ago,
and agaln in thc last fortni oht, and in his

report Le strongly locormnnudea the construc-
tion of the Lne. and without delay. [Mr.
HARDACRT What about some years agol|
The Cemmissioner  also recommended  this
line ten years age, as they heard the Pre-
mier read out that fofomoon Mr. Thallon
never spared himself m his expressions in
favour of this line. KEverybody knew his
attitude as  far as that was concerned.
There =as another reason which was worth
considering when they were talking about the
construction of this line, and that was, as the
Premier said, that the New South Wales
people were trying to take the trade from
the district. He did not azree with the leader
of the Opposition when he said that the trade
thersa was not worth looking after, and that
Neow Bouth § vales would not bother about it.
They would not be spending money to come
nearer to the Quecnsland border if there was
not something in it. New South Wales had
had oxpenonce of the trade in that district.
and because of that they knew its value, If
it was of value, then it was worth looking
after. He was in New South Wales the other
day and he visited Newcastle, and there was
no doubt that they were very anxious to get
the trade there from Queensland. They saw
in the papers last week that the construction
of a line from Moree to Garra—it did not
appear on the map, but it was a place half-
way between Moree and Munrindi-—had been
approved of. and the preparation of the plans
was authorised. New South Wales knew that
that trade was worth leoking after. They had
wot a good share of their own trade and were
now after Queensland’s trade. [Mr. For-
syTH: What is the value of the trade?] Iie
could not zive the fisures. hut w hen the ques-
tHon was %(‘fm the Hot e yoars
ago, Lhe FLW‘U“QS were "‘ en. FAHY
How many sheep are there?] Tt was in a re-
port some years aro that it cm’n‘ef‘. 1,500,000
shoop. [Alr. J. LEay Nonsense! 'There are
not maore than 500,000.] Tt would carry far
more than that. [Hon. R. Puirp: There is
good ac¢ricultural Tand there.] He was wlad
fo hear t there was good agricultural land
there, as he knew himself that there was a
good deal of land there that carried wool.
They did not Want merely one industry in
constructine railwavs. They wanted several
industries, and if there was agricultural land
there as well, he was glad to hear it. This

[Hon. I. B. Forrest.
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was a line for self-preservation. becaws there
was 1ot the slichtest doubt that unless 1t was
built their trade from that district would ¢
to New South Wales and o~pocmlx te Ne
castle. It had gone there in the past: it was 1
gonm there, and Would continue to go there.
As it was a line of seli- preservation, they could
not start it one day too soon. [Mr. ITarp-
acre: Will it pay?] The Commis ouner, Mr,
Thallon, wax an expert; he sald 1t would
pay. and he was prepared to believe him.
Thoe people of New South Wales had no right
to get trade from Quecensland, and this State
should take every step 1n her power to keep
it. Since federation there was all the more
necessity for having the trade in our own
hands. |Mr. Lusina: The falling down of the
interstate barriers has allowed “the trade to
flow in its natural channels.] This was the
natural channel, and the construction of this
railway would malke it flow in its natural chan-
nel. W hat was the good of spending money
in improving their river and harbour, and in-
ducing steamcrs like the Orient boats to come
here unless they were going fo see that the
trade which belonged ()f l"lg‘ht to Queomhnd
was kept here? Hrom a conversation he had
w ih \h Reid, of the Orient (ompanv when
in Sydney the other day, he learncd that that
gentleman was perfectly content with the pros-
pocts of his company through coming here,
and he was sure that other lines would follow
in time. While no one could say what the Fed-
erul Gmo nment would do two years hence in
regard to renewing the mail contract, he did
uut tlm*k there was any chance of the Orient
Company’s boats not being a permanency here.
In addition to that, they had established woo]
sales in Brisbane, which were now an un-
doubted succass, and now that the Orient boats
came to Brisbane, more of the principal buyers
found it suited them very well to attend the
sales here. 'The building of this raillway would
bring large quantitics of wool to the Brisbane
sules.  Some remarks had been made about
alternative rout Some years ago a Royal
Comuission was appomtcd which went inte
the question of altcrnative routes to Goondi-
windi. He did not agree with the conclusions
arived at by the commission, but he was not
one of those who considered that its appoint-
ment was a waste of money, because then a
great deal of very valuable evidence was taken.
Altogether fifty- four witnesses gave evidence
regarding the question of routes. Of these
cighteen favoured Warwick, twelye favoured
chtg rorth, eight Yceulba, five Dalby, four
Roma, thloe C11,anthorpo. one , Yeulba vid
Sarat, one Dalveen, one Treverton, and one
made no recommendation. The commission
stated—

Tt must, however, in fairness, be said that the War-
wick route would open up as much or ore wood
Queensland country en roule, and that it would reach
the horder distriets sooner-—that is, more to the cnst-
ward—than wny of the otlhier proposed rnutes; but
these advantages are discounted by the all-important
consideration of through mileage to Brisbane.

o

Then, further on, they said—

They have not failed to perceive that the respective
merits of the Warwick and of the Pittsworth route are
in many respects very cvenly balanced.

They accordingly recommended, by a majority
of 3 to 2, in favour of the Pittsworth route:
but, as he had pointed out, the balance of
testimony among the witnesses was in favour

of the Warwick route by 18 to 12. Then, of
the railway experts who were examined,
Messrs. Thallon, Drew, Lethem, Stanley,

Drake, and North were in favour of the War-
wick route; Mr. Gray, the late Commissioner,
favoured the DPittsworth route, Mr. Geo.
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Phillips the Yeulba-Surat route; while Mr.
Andrew Patterson made no recommendation.
Tle trusted that the resolution would be passed,
and that the rallway would be constructed
without any unnecessary delay. e intended
to support it.

Ar. GRAYSBON (Cunningham) : The Govern-
ment were to be complimented on bringing for-
ward such a railway policy. He was quite of
opinion that the proposal to build this line
would be the right policy in the end. The
railway had been before Parliament for the
last mincteen years, When the £10,000,000
loun was passed, 1t included a sum of £250,000
lor the construction of a line from Warwick to
Goondiwindi, but through some political
manceuvring 1t was not built. Some members
had privately stated that the line was likely to
traverse seme very poor country. According
to the Commissioner’s report, the first 40 miles
would traverse ridgy country, but, from his
knowledge of that country. he should say it

as the best grazing land in Queensland. It
r, Canal Creek. and Ashgrove
hose three stations were stocked
and Asherove was an agrregation
farms which had recently leen pur-
Mr. W. B. Slade, one of the hest
sheep-breeders in Queensland.  After he sold
Glengallan, he was on the lockout for a pro-
tatle for sheep-breeding, and he pur-
sel Ashorove, and he was told that Mr.
Slade was running one sheep to the acre on
his 80,000 acres. At the end of the 40 roiles

veferred to by the Commissioner there
was magnificent agricultural land to Tngle-

wood. and there were soveral very prosperous
larmers there, some of them having been
sestlod there for the last twenty-five years.
One of them—a Mr. Charles—had nearly 200
s nnder wheat. Fle had to carry that
wheat to Warwick, about 70 miles. When the
line was constructed, every inch of the country
which the Commissioner characterised as ridgy
would be taken up by dairy men. Already he
had reeeived inquiries from the sons of farmers
arcund Warwick wanting to know when the
land would be resumed. It was not proposed
to build a line into the wilderness. Already
there was a large amount of seftlement, and
whers had been for many years, and that settle-
ment was inerecasing yearly. In the Texas dis-
wrict there was a very large amount of prime
agricultural land, more suitable for the growth
of tobacco than any other land in Australia,
and when the railway was completed he pre-
dicted that there would be four times the arvea
under tobaceo that there now was. [Mr.
Lrstxa: Grown by white labour?] Certainly.
As soon as the line was built he was sure there
would be dozens of white men who would enter
upon the industry. ‘Fhe present long dray
catrizge was the only thing that had deterred
white men from engaging in the growth of to-
bacco hitherto. In the Inglewood district the
line would traverse some very large stations,
such as Warroo, Whetstone, and Bengalla.
There were tens of thousands of acres of that
fand suiiable for the growth of all kinds of
cersal crops, and there was not a single acre
that would not be snapped up by bond fide
settlers when it was thrown open. There were
now two cheese factories erected at Inglewood,
one by a leading dairy company in Brisbane,
although Inglewood was 50 miles from Thane
Ralway Station. [Mr. KExwa: Is that the
Silverwood Company?] The Lowood Company
—Messrs. Flowes Brothers. There was no
doubt that when the line was completed other
butter factories would be erected as well. A
few ycars ago the late Mr. Kates, shrewd busi-
ness man as he was, had it in contemplation to
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erect a flourmill at Goondiwindi, 100 miles dis-
ant. "Chere was a large settled population
along the proposed line. According to the
statistics he had received, the population of
Goondiwindi was 8005 in the Shire of Inglewood
—which included Texas—there were 1,900
people, and in the Waggamba Shire Council
575, making a total population of 3,275. There
was also a large arvea between Thane and
Glenclg, in the Rosenthal Shire, and, taking
¢hat into account, he thought he would be
quite safe in saying there was a population of
at least 4,000 between Thane and Goondiwindi.
[Mr. Krxxa: Does that include Chinamen?]
T4 did not inciude Chinamen. He thought the
hon. prember for Bowen had Chinamen on the
brain. There was a large quantity of first-
class agricultural land 1n the vicinity of
Goondiwindi. In the Inglewood district there
wore 1880 acres ab present under cultivation.
In fallow there were 434 acres, wheat 763 acres.
Competent authorities stated that the wheat
produced in  the inglewood district was

superior to a other grain pro-
ed in the State, and he could
t that remark. ZIle knew
in the Warwick district,
wood wheat was brought
dovwn to Warwick it was kept for sced pur-
poses, it was clean, aund, being grown in
Virgin soil, was free from forelgn matter, 'and
most magenificent grain. Ile predicted that
when the line was | it would be onc of
1 , in the
i That about drought?}
f nfall of the distriet svas quite sufficient
for ~rowing gran. The fact of & £9 acres beiny
ander wheat this year proved that the farmers
in the district were quite satisfied to }T’trg\v ltthat
;v Thoy were labouring under diffjcuities
Lﬁll)l ro,ialv.rc"?]tu delisery. They had to cart the
wheat 50 miles now. but prior to the line
baine constructed to Thane, they had to cart
; iles to Warwick [Mr. JTARDACRE:
wout maize?] T

had 172 acres
of maize. and 280 acres of
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rav, grain fodder
T4 acres, vines 4 acres, gardens, and orchards
96 acres. The Inglewood district grew fruit
splendidly. and would be a fruitgrowing dis-
et hefor he Texas district,
frict before many years. Inthe texas s .
ch the line would serve. there were m;‘:if‘)r

on. 1.312 acres—wheat 198 acre maxf]ze‘_za.
§ £ > distr had been
and tobacco 678, and th:\ dis tnc; l(zva V{’f?‘l
proved to be splendid for wheatgrowing. W 11(':)
. up there farmers brou: ht wheat all the

he : all the

wav dewn, about S8 miles, by ‘dray, and took
iy § H 24 ’ Tezas A N

back flour and bran offal, In Texas they grew

Lnglish potatoes,

anid melons, tobacro. and hay of
all kinds.  That nroved eyond (1oubt.th{>
cuitability of the land on the rolxte fo?(agglggr;
tural purposes. At Inglewood they had 1,69

acres under cultivation. of which, 763 acres wers
under svheat. 153 acres

5 73 acres rye,
Y

ish potatoss. tobacco, hay. gran, fodder,
vines, gardens, and orchards, 34 acres,

barley, mal

P

That
¢ was aiso one of the best pastgra[ dis-
ricts in Queenstand.  In the Goondiwindi dis-
EL:Z? they\) had 1,953 horses, 10,921 head 1(;«f
cattle, and over 931,000 sheep. . In Ing e%
wood there are 2,260 horses, 13,048 pead o
cattle. [Mr. J. Tipany: Where 1s that?] Theft
is the police district of Inglewood. Th{gre are
106.787 sheep. In the Inglewood and Goondi-
windi districts the total number of ‘sheep is
357,880, In the Texas district they have got
1 147 horses, 7,787 head of cattle, and the sheep
returns are not down. The late Mr. }‘{ates, V\ThO
was the representative for Cumﬂn‘xgnar!{] some
vears awo. was in treaty with people at 00011511-
windi with the idea of erecting a flourmill.
He predicted, when he first went up to reside
in Roma, that the Maranoa would be a great

Mr. Grayson.]
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wheat-producing centre, and was laughed at,
bub the result was that to-day there were 60,000
acres under wheat. [Mr. J. LEany: Where is
it7] "there was a good crop last year, and there
would be half a crop this year. [Mr. J. LEARY:
I hope there will.] He believed the Goondi-
windi district was quite as capable of producing
gran as the Maranoa, and it had as good a
rainfall, and equally good land. Callandoon
and Welltown Stations were in the vicinity of
Goondiwindi. Part of Welltown had been re-
sumed two or three years ago by the late Go-
vernment, and thrown open for grazing farm
selection, bringing as high as 6d. an acre rent
per annum.  This proved the capability of the
land in Goondiwindi, not only for agricultural,
bat for grazing purposes, and when this line
was completed, as he hoped it would be very
shortly, there was no doubt that Inglewood and
Goondiwindi would become one of the greatest
wheat-producing centres in the State. Land
was cheap, free from prickly pear, was well
watered, and there was every inducement to
encourage settlement. Better than all, the
land was nearly all Crown land, very little of
which had been alienated. For instance.
Glenelg was a large property, not one acre of
which had been sold. Lvery acre was lease-
hold, and as soon as the lease expired thers
were lots of people waiting to go and take it
up tor grazing farms. He had no hesitation in
giving his support to this railway. He did not
look upon this line as a Warwick line. [Mr.
Lesiva: It is Warwick all over, every inch of
1t.] This was a national line, that would assist
Brisbane more than any other place in the
State. It would bring more trade to the port
of Brisbane, cncourage settlement, and in-
crease the producers in the State. He hoped
that the ITouse would favourably consider this
broposal, as he believed it was a line that in a
very short period would pay not only working
expenses but interest on the loan.

CMr. MACARTNEY (Toowong): He had
listened with considerable interest to the
speeches made this afternoon. and also read
the reports of Mr, Thallon. not only recently.
but some time ago. and lhe was prepared to
give this proposal his support. To some ex-
tent it would be a henefit to Warwick, but
taking a broad outlook it would be a line of
great 1mportance to the State generally. He
did not think the line would be a great per-

manent benefit to Warwick, but thought, with
other hon. mem? , that it was more

likely to ke a permanent benefit to Brisbane
and the port. It was a line which was neces.
sary towards the completion of the full rail-
way system of the State, and it would do much
to protect us from the aggression which we
were suffering from the other side of the
border. When one locked at the New South
Wales railway maps they must be impressed
with the fact that the authorities there had
it in mind to take as much freight as they
could from this State. One saw the New
South Wales lines bending towards (Jueens-
land on every point with a township on the
border as the terminal point, and they must
be convinced that they were not taken in that
direction unless it was intended to get the
freight arising from those points. Now. this
line would checkmate that, and, in addition.
we would derive some advantazes from areas
ot the other side of the border which were
not convenient to the New South Wales rail-
way systems.  Of course, we did not extend
our lines with a view to attach trade of that
sort, but if it came that way it would be a
factor in making it a paying line. Rival
routes had heen mentioned, and the hon. mem-
ber for Brisbane North, Mr, Forrest. spoke
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very strenygly on the question of the Pittavorth:
route, the Warwick route, and othier routes,
which were the subject maftter of inguiry by
the Royal Commission, but it seemed to him
that the question of the mval routes was dis-
posed of when we sedd the line in 18060
to Thane’s Creok, i settled for ail time,
and 1t was immaterial what the recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commission were. The line
had gone 25 miles in the direction which it
was nov intended to continue it, or more than
a fifth of the distance, and they could not
ignore that fact. aud must follow the line

commencel. e thought the Premier had
succacded  n

king out a strong c
favour of the line, and not only that
thought the Commissioner would be guided
by the action of Parliament ¢n a previcus
wweassion. e would have lLiked the Premier
to have given them some information as to
the cost of conctruction cof the Iine, My,
Thallonn rave an estimate based on various
data, and tallied of taking oxt the 4¢-1b rails
on the exsting portion of the line, and re-
laying thiem with heavier ones. The hon.
gentleman had satd nothing akout that. but
the difference in expense meant a consider-
able sum. and 1t would only have besn fair
for the Premier to have expressed hi- views
on that point. It was not necessary for every
member to go through all the details on the
dizcussion of the motion. For the reasons
advanced, he intended to support the resolu-
tions.

Mr. BARTON (Carnarvon): With regard to
the construction of this line, if every member
knew the vast amount of freight we lost by
postponing its construction they would be
much surprised. The area of wheatgrowing or
cereal land, taking it from Texas as far as
Goondiwindi, and cven as far as the Barwon,
there was a more extensive area of country
than the Darling Downs proper, which, as re.
garded cereal production, was quite equal to
anything in the Roma district, and anyone who
had been there would bear him out. He wished
to remove any impression there might be that
he had any personal interest in the construction
of the line, as he did not hold an acre in that
district, and was treating the matter from a
public point of view. It was a district running
right up to Goondiwindi, comprising land
which produced tobacco of a quality equal to
that grown in any part of the State, and which
fetcled twice the price of other tobacco grown
here. The land along the border was alsc
equul as pastoral country to any that he knew
of, and the stock from that district always
topped the market. He had seen cattle sold
there which averaged £10, £11, and £12 per
head in the mob. In the interests of the State,
and in the interests of Goondiwindi in parti-
cular, it was a mistake that the line left off
where it was. The construction of this line
would tup the silver mine at Silver Spur, which
cnntained silver equal to anything of the kind
in the State. 'They did not hear much about it
because it paid so well, and they had no oc-
casion to puff it. He had the honour of open-
ing the Goondiwindi show the other day, and
had an opportunity of sceing the amount of
trade that came from New South Wales intc
Queensland. He was surprised to sce all classes
of British and foreign merchandise coming in
there. There were tons of it. He could assure
them that they did not know how immense that
traffic was. The district was suitablc for cotton
cultivation. Several of the farmers there had
written to him, and he promised to try it, as
he believed it would be a successful crop. The
river at Coondiwindi was a beautiful one, and
it lowed in a variety of ways. It skirted the
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border all the way down, and it was full of
fish of every possible description.” He believed
that when the line was built Brisbane would
actually have a supply of fresh fish coming
from there every morning. {(Laughter.) [Mr.
Forgyrh: That sottles it.] (Laughter.) It
made him thoroughly happy to see the House
in such a good humour. (Laughter.) All these
statements he was making were positive facts.
[Mr. SOMERSET: Especially the fish.] Iie
courted inquiry on anything he spoke about.
There were apples growing in that district and
cherries from which they had to take two bites.
The railway from the border to Brisbane would
be somthing hike 290 miles, but from Sydney to
Goondiwindi it would be something over 500
miles. The geographical position, therefore,
showed that a stream of trade would flow into
Brisbane. If hon. members had known as
much before as they did now, they would
never have voted against that line being buils.
It was one of the most important lines they had
in the State, and would cause a great amount
of seftlement to take place there. He had no
hesitation in saying that before long the popu-
lation there would be three times what it was
at the present time. As regards hon. gentle-
men referring to the small rainfall there, he
could assure them that it was as great as the
rainfall on the Darling Downs. He had seen
two small areas of country which gave a crop
of 30 bushels of wheat to the acre in each
arca. 'The Government was doing the correct
thing in bringing a matter like that forward,
and he hoped hon. members would see it in the
proper light.

Mr. SOMERSET (Stanlsy) : The Minister for
Railways had said that he regretted that more
hon. members did not know this country. He
could not say that he knew all the country this
line would pass through, but he had been
through parts of it, and would say what he
knew about it. Of the country he had visited
in the Goondiwindi district he could only speak
in its favour. In 1885 he had inspected, and
subsequently purchased for Mr. C. G. Tindal,
of Ramornic, two runs on the Dumaresq or
Severn River—Bonshaw and Gunyan stations.
He saw Texas station, also Yetman, and had
visited other siations on the Macintyre and
Barwon Rivers, and had been out beyond
Welltown. The only objection to the purchas-
ing of the two runs under offer to him at that
time_was the large quantity of freehold land
which had been purchased, and which had to
be taken and paid cash for. In his opinion,
however, the land was so good, and so well
worth purchasing, that he bought those two
runs—Benshaw and Gunyan—which went to
show conclusively what he thought of the
land. _The apple-tree flats on the frontage were
magnificent ; he had never scen finer anywhere,
not even on the Barcoo. He considered there
was a vast quantity of excellent land in that
district.

Mr. HARDACRE (Lcichhardt) : He had come
to the conclusion with regard to the adoption

_of railway proposals that there

[5.30 p.m.} should be some better method of
) dealing with them before obtain-
ing the sanction of members of the House.
At present, the proposals were submitted to
members who knew very little about the
country, except what was down in the Com-
missicner’s report. Before they adopted rail-
way proposals they should consider whether
they were likely to prove remunerative, and
they should have some evidence that they
would be so. One or two members who hap-
pened to be interested in a particular railway
would get up and talk about the natural re-
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sources that this particular railway would de-
velop, and then in a few years’ time they would
find they were burdened with a railway that
was not renmunerative, and he believed that
this would be one of that class. [Mr. Cowap:
What about the Springsure Railway? That is
unremunerative encugh.] That had nothing to
do with him. That was a political railway, and
if he had been in the House at that time he
would have voted against the building of it.
Before they passed the railway they should see
it was likely to prove remunerative. [An
honouralkle memhber: What stronger recom-
mendation can you get than that of the Com-
missioner?] That was only one expert. They
should have a specially constituted body of
cxperts who had had experience of such mat-
ters, and they could give their opinion to the
tlouse. {Hon. E. B. ForrEST: You have got
all that here in this report.] e would ke will-
ing to vote for anything that was fair and
reasonable, but thought they should see that
there was some prospect of this line paying.
They should be told whether it would pay 5 per
cent., 4 per cent., or even 3 per cent., and he
could not sec his way to conscientious'y vote
for this railway proposal, because he believed
it would Le an additional burden round the
taxpayers’ neck. The preponderance of the
argument put forward that afternoon was not
that the railway would be likely to prove remu-
nerative, but that it would drag the trade that
now went to Syduey down to the port of Bris-
bane. [The SECrRETARY FOR RaILwavs: Not
drag it. From Goeondiwindi to Brisbane it is
233 miles, and from Goondiwindi to Sydney it
1s 513 miles.] That might be an exceedingly
good thing so far as the port of Brisbane was
concerned, but the Hlouse should not construct
a railway that would otherwise prove unremu-
nerative simply because it was going to bring
trade that would go to Sydney into the port of
Brishane, and benefit a fow commercial houses.
Another argument had been put forth that it
would bring the trade to Brisbane because the
distance to Brishane was much shorter than it
would be to take it down to Sydney. [The
SECRETARY FOR RAILwAYs: The distance is less
than half.] It was understood that under the
Interstate Commission there would be no pre-
ferential rates allowed on the railway, so that
the ratlway freights would be certain to be less
to Brishbane than to Sydney. But they had to
remember that there were better harbour faci-
lities and better commercial facilities in New-
castle. which was nearer still than Sydney.
[The SrcrETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It would still
be 200 miles necarer to Brisbane than to Syd-
ney.] The difference in freight would to some
extent ke counterbalanced by the oxtra com-
mercial and harbour facilities at Newcastle,
and he helieved that the commercial houses of
Newcastle and Sydney would take it upon
themselves to pay the cxtra freight in order to
bring the trade down into New South Wales,
They knew that they could go to Sydney to-
day and buy things much cheaper than they
could purchase them in Brishane, and they also
knew that they could send their wool away
from Syduney at a cheaper rate than they could
send it from  Brishane. [Hon. K. .
ForrEST: We want to stop that.] The build-
ing of this railway would not stop that.
{Hon. L. B. FourresT: Yes, it will] There
was overwhelming evidence that it would not
stop it. Ther were told that New South Wales
intended to construct a further section of rail-
way from Moree to Mungindi. Anyone who
Inoked at the map would see that if that line
were built it would get the trade of the whole
district round Goondiwindi, because it would
drain the district further west than the ter-
minus of the Queensland line—that was so

Mr. Hardacre.]
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far as the trade of the port of Brisbane was
concerned.  With regard to the line paying,
shey had been assured that it would pay, be-
cause the Commissioner had reported that it
would pay. The Commissioner had done
nothing of the kind.  While the report of the
present Commissioner was vague and inde-
finite, and was not a favourable report on the
whole, except in gencral terms, the late Rail-
way Commissioner’s report—the report was of
2 man equally responsible to this Commissioner
—was absolutely and emphatically opposed to
the construction of the linc. [The SECRETARY
For RaiLwavs: Mr. Thallon was over the
country, and Mr. Gray was not.] e did not
know anything about that, but he could not
understand how a Railway Commissioner in a
tespousible position, when called upon to make
a report to the Legislative Chamber, would ro-
port unfavourably on a proposal made by the
Government without having been over the
country. This was what Mr. Commissionor
Gray said in his report of five years ago—

Beyond the terminal point theve is, I understand,
but little lund available for agriculiural settlement,
and the conntry thence onward is eptirely devoted to
grazivg and datry Girming until the lime approaches
{nglewoor, where, I und-
again met with, but not in

U cannot consciention
this extension are encour
tlie fivst 15 miles.

and, agricultural nd is
e ATCHS.

say that the prospects of
certainly not bevond

Fuarther on he said—

I have o far vefrained from drawing eompurisons
between the alternative 1utes from Warwick and
Pittsworth to Goondiwindi and Rt. George. because the
proposad line has been rveferred to me as s branch
per se 1o Thane's Creek. I, bowever, this braneh is
intended a8 a part of the projueted  extension to
Goondiwindt and towavis Geovge, L should gertainly
be afforded an eppe ¥, after examining the dis-
trict, of expressing my views, as fromn what I have
heard of the conntry traversed by the trial surveys
from 1 ick and Pittsworth, the information in my
Possession is such that the Government should cortain Iy
hesitate vefore cominitting themselves to the cone
struetion of auy verr great Jength of line by either
route, as [ elrarly ot opinion that neither line will
be au profitable investment: under dny cirermnstances
the proposed extension shonid not £0 beyond the
Toolburra Gates, say 14X miles out irom Warwick,

He then concludes

T much regret that T am compelied to report un-
favouranly of the proposed extension, but I ennsider [
should be failing in my duty to the State if 1 omitted to
place as clearly as possinle before the Government the
fioaneial prospe of this extension, and the extent of
the hahilities involved.

ilow could they reconcile the two Railway
Commissioners’  reports?  One report  was
btfully favourable—The SECRETARY FOR
3: No.l—and the other was deci-
The present Commis-

v unfavourable,
stoner came to the couc’usion he did withous

having any <ata to o
Sucw

upon at all. [The
FOR RAILWAYS: Did rou rvead hi-
Yes; he read the Commissioner’s
conelt 8 itement; but the Commissioner
said it was immpossible to oblain a reliable
mate of what the revenue would be. What
. > value of the conclusion arcived af
from that sort of reasonin=? It was absolutely
worthless. Taking the figures siven on page
56 of the Commissioner’s renort for last year.
he fonnd that. among the lines put out into
the Western districts, the section from TTugh-
enden to Winton only pa'd Ts. per cent. in
durine  the last five years and
last year. [Mr. Hayimron: That
tmes as much as the Springsure line
2ood seasoms. There has been a
all the time on the Winton line. |
act that the Springsure line did not pUy
did not justify the construction of another

[Mr. Hordacre.
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line that would not pay. [Mr. J. Lueany: All
ihe trunk lines pay. You should not take a
section like that.] He admitted that the trunk
lives paid very well. but their Western sec-
tions did not pay. If the hon. member’s argu-
ment was to he taken as correct, and they
were to take the lines as a whole, then they
shonld extend the Western lines out to the
middle of Western Aust great
desert. country.  Hveryoue knew, bawever,
that there was a limit to the remunerativeness
of railways extended in the direction of rain-
less resions. The line between Hughenden
and Winten did not pay, and neither did the
section between Charlevilie and Cunnamulla.
[NMr. J. Leamy: Both will pay well as soon
4% wood scasons return.} {kiear, hear!) The
Hne between Charleville and Connamulla was
sumilar to the proposed ra‘lway with the ex-
ception that it was further from the coast;
and. ordine to the returns, the Charleville-
Cunpamulla hne had entailed a loss to the
State of £85.000 In working expenses and in-
terest since its construction. [The BrURETARY
nd zot, pe d as it
; seem. it mav have Leen a cood invest
ment for the Stete.] e quite understood that
il which did net pay divectly micht
vell indirect'y; but ihe burdcn"of
‘th reapect to the profitablencss of a
with those who proposed it a
rient evidence was not forthcoming
v the construct'on of this Iine. There
rat deal to bie rsald in fasour of the
v route, which vas recommended by
o fon. It would go by a far
ore direet route. and would go through
endid farming country for the first
mil Only a few weeks a2 Secr
for Railways paid a visit to Pittswoerth and the
suntry round Yand la. and. accoiding to the
s renorts, the hon. gentleman made a sort
se that a railway would be constructed
through that disirict. [The SECRETARY FOR
Ramwways: Neither you mnor anyone else
can show me any such promise.] He did not
wish to wisrepresent the hon. gentleman, but
there was a general kind of promise, and, as
bearing out his belief, the hon. gentleman
said that the large stations would have to be
broken up into smaller areas. [The SrCrRE-
TARY FOR RAILWAY I made no promise.]
Tie accepted the hon. gentleman’s contradic-
don. If the railway was constructed 2id
Varwick, the possibility of a railway being
buily through the Pittsworth district would
vanish, If the railway was constructed at
all, it should be constructed by the route
recommended by the Royal Commission.
Whilst he was not unfavourably disposed to-
wards this railway, he was not as strongly
antagonistic to it as he was o another which
was proposed. At the same time, it was
nothing like as_good a line as the one passed
Iast night; and as they bhad npot sufficient
lence to show that it would be remunera-
. he intended to vote against if.

Doy
proof «
ratl

s far

My, CAMERON (Brisbaone XNorth) was
going to support the railway, because he
believed 1t would be for the good of the
country generally. e did not labour under
the same disadvantages as some other mem-
bers, because he knew the whole of the coun-
try very well, and he was perfectly convinced
that the line proposed would be a benefit not
Iy to Brisbane but to all Queensland. He
did not think there was any necessity to say
aaything beyond expressing his intention to
support the resolution,

¥ My, P J. LEALY (Warrego) bad given a
good deal of attention to this particular rail-
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way. Whilst he was of opinion that it would
1ot pay, he thought it would pay some interest,
;nu that it would do something towards de’
veloping the country, He did not share to any
considerable oxtent the optimistic views ex-
prussed by the Secretary for Railways. Morce
s only 70 miles from Goondiwindi. |[The
RETARY FOR RATLwAYS: It is 513 miles from
Bydney.] But there would be no occasion for
the people of the distriet to deal with Sydney,
shey could do their basmess with Newcastle,
though he admitted that the distance from
Uoondiwindi to Brisbane was considerably less
than the distance from Goondiwindi to New-
ile.  They would alse probably get some
from a district stretching 30 miles to the
south and 58 miles to the west of (oondiwindi;
buy that only meant an area of 1,500 square
miles—an area equal to that of a couple of
stabions in the Culnamulla district. The Cun-
namulla country would carry almost as many
sheep as the Goondiwindi country; but, not-
wifhstanding the good quality of the land, he
lid not think that the trade in wool and sup-
plies would amount to vers much. Neither
did he believe there would be any great de-
velopment in the timber industry, although he
was of the opinion that there would be some
development in regard to agriculture and
Jduylnﬂ He certainly did not agree with the
Commissioner for Railways that the proposed
fing was likely to pay £10,000 over and above
i e, If any line could be made
per cent. in ‘demon to working
and at the same tme assist in de-
tho Governmoent would
ied in building it; but he thought that
facts should be put fully and fairly be-
fore the commitiee. and that they should not
be deluded into the belief that a line was going
to pay well. He did not think this 1inc would
pay better than the linc from Warwick to Kil-
larney or other hines which ran through much
richer country. For a number of years there
was a loss of about £1,000 on w 011;111(* cxpenses
on the Killarney line. During the last year or
fv: 0, owing to some manipulation of figures in
connection with distances and that kind of
thing, it showed an earning power of £1 or
21 10s. per cent., but even now it was run at a
loss. Most of the other lines running into
agricultural districts werc in the same position,
and, reasoning by analogy, they wore not justi-
ﬁf‘u in assuming that this line was going to
ay any better.  But it did not necessarily
follow that they should not pass the line. He
s quite with the Governmecent in their at-
smpt to divert the frade of the district to
Brisbane. ®peaking broadly, the trunk lines
in Queensland paid. The hon. member for
Lieichhardt referred to the alleged fact that
there was a considerable loss on the railway
between bhmlm ille and Cunnamulla, but the
hon. member must have known that the
drought commenced almost immediately after
the hne was bu alt, and was not over yeb, so
thut no fair conclusion could be drawn with
regard to the carnings of the line. Their true
policy ought to be to link up the trunk lines;
but, whilst holding that view, members repre-
scuting Western  distriets should not oppose
iines near the coast if it could be shown that
there was a veasonable prospect of their pay-
ing workine cxpenses and a small amount of
interest. He thought that this line would pay
working expenscs and some interest, and that
it would also assit in developing the country.

5

CRPeUS,
vulopms., the country,

Mr. MACKINTOSH was not at all opposed
b0 the construction of this line, because he
belioved in expending money on rallways that
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wero likely to develop the country. They had
no g rivers in {Queensland; and unless
they provided other means of carrying their
productb to market, it was not possible for
them to develop their resources.  The con-
struction would cost in  round numbers
£300,000. [The PreMizr: No.] It was men-
tioned in the report that if old rails were
used 1t would reduce the cost, but
as far as he could see it would be
nearly  £300,000.  Although the
amount was stated as £280,000, being an old
contmoun himself, he always added 10 per
cent. for contingencies. He did not object to
the construction of the line, if we could afford
it. He had no doubt many members would
agree with him that a great deal of money
had been expended in wrong places, and he
selioved it would be much better to develop

the resources of the country nearer home than
going to Goondiwindl. e had listened at-
1,on‘mnl_s to the Premier’s specch, and was
delighted with his ¢x tion, but there were
(ormiq maﬂ,m's inn which be could not agree
first, regard to the suitability of

(hﬂ vOl] ‘O groin: and as to the lar,d
being frec from pric pear. In his opinion
gore pars of the land was so thickly in-
ed thst it would not ow any more
mxm\l near. Ife knew a great deal about
the production of coreals from the Southern
border to the Lml* of Carpentaria, and he had
seon land in the Gulf more suitable for such
caltivetion than this. Anether point referred
to was the trade with New South Wales, We
were all tausht to be charitable fo our neigh-
bours, hut he agreed with the Premier that
we were doing a good thing to secure our
own trade and prevent it from going to New

South W Jl“S Referving to the railway from

CLM"\ le to Cunnamuila, he thonght that
was a wrong step, as it was done with a view
to attract the iracde of New South Wa lcs to
Queensland.  [Mr. J. Lrany: No.] Bub
what was the result? The Queensland Parlia-
ment had o pass a Bill to tax wool that went
across the border to New South Wales which
should have come to Quecensland, and he be-

h(\ml that railway was constructed in the
interests of certain people to give them facili-
tios to send their station pmduco to the
port of Brishane. But they would not do
it voluntarily, and an Act was passed to
compel them, which wrecked the Government.
Traffie would o throueh its natural channels,
and the trade around Cunnamulla and down
there would o to Sydney, though the distance
was possibly o littie lon The vested interests
in that part of the country belonged to the
people of New South Wales, and they would in-
sist upon their produce geoing there. It was
stated that this line w ould provent the people
of Goondiwindi from sending their goods to
Moree, which he thought was a {al la(y as the
Covernment of New South Wales intended to
extend the line to Munzindi. sference had
Leen made to r. Thallon’s report. Mr.
wallon was  a fleman for whom he
had the higl sct, and he was above
Kt o the ¢ of anyLody: at the
me  time, it w (,wuhA take an experienced
man  fully a mouth to give a
tion  of the productiveness of the large
arca between Thane and Goondiwindi in re-
card to the production of cercals. With regard
to the high qualities of the country round
Glenlyon, he quite agreed with the Premier
that it prochod a mafmlﬁceut quality of wool,
but look at the quantity ! A fleece there went
about 5 1b., which at Is. a tb. would be 5s.,
but our other Queensiand districts would pro-
duce 10 b, at 8d. a Ib., and it did not follow

Mr. Mackintosh.)
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because it produced a fine wool it was better
than country where the wool was of a coarser
quality, as there was more of it. No hon.
member was more favourable to the construc-
tion of mecans to convey the products of the
country to the market than he ; we had not
got the same natural facilities as in other parts
of the world either by road or water, and we
must censtruct railways, but we must be care-
ful that the money was expended in the proper
place, as we did not want to be paying an
enormous amount of interest for bogus hnes.
We had millions of aures suitabile for castle,
sheep, and dairying, and the great considera-
tion was to get the most oxpedﬂlotm way to
transmit these products to the markets of the
world.  He did not object to a railway being
constructed to a mineral field to develop it, but
they should have expert opinion that it was
abounding with minerals which were ploﬁfa,ble
to the State and to these who invested their
little all in it. Wherever there was good agri-
cultural land 1t was impossible to go wrong in
constructing a mllway and if the land was
available at a reasonable price there would be
no (hﬁcultv in getting population to follow.
The Commissioner said thm(‘ were about 43
miles  unsuitable for close settlement. A
mauy poecple had charged him with
(,Mutuw to the railway because it did not
go {rom Pittsworth, but it did not matter to him
personally whether it went from Pittsworth or
not, as he had an interest in the general pros-
perity of the country, and would hlce the rail-
way extended through country which would
be settled upon and be productive enough to en-
able the settlers who were courazeous enough
to o upon it to make both ends meet. The
Royal Commission, which was appointed at
an enormous expense in 1500, was as competent
a Lodr of gomt}ﬁmon as 1t was possible to get
in any part of Australia. It bad been men-
tioned this evening that the commission, by
a majority of one, recommended that the line
to (’<1mp(‘tg for the New Souath Wales traffic
hould le constructed /¢ Warwick. Ile ad-
th‘md that on paper that was the case, but
they must hear in mind that the extension
through Pittsworth would go through 8¢ miles
of country perfestly watered, the climatic con-
ditions of which cculd not Le cxcelled, nor the
fertility of the soil equalled, in any part of
the world. Two of the commissioners favoured
the construction of the ratlway as part of the
vid  rerte for  strategic  purposes, becauss
that would be the best rallway in case any of
the Japanese or any other Hastern tribe
dared to invade either Sydney or Melbourne.
In connection with the construction of the
vid recte railway, he understocd that those
who chose that route were opposed to the
extension from Pittsworth, because it would
mean that they would have to go down the
Toowoomba range instead of proceeding vid
Cunningham’s Gap. Taking into considera-
tion the survey of that line, the track was
three times longer than it would be if they
took it thloug‘l the 2é¢ recta and Cunning-
ham’s Gap. Ide considered that the present
line would cost £300,000, but he accepted the
corrcction of the Premier that it would cost
less, but estimates of railway construction
were often given which were found to be
wrong. He was pleased that the railway had
sone as far as hane Creek, as it had done
an amount of goou, He would be pleased to
sec the line extended further if the country
could afford it, but when they had only
small amount to spend in railway construction,
why not spend it in the best places to promote
close settlement? As for wheat rowing, if the
scasons were favourable it might be all right,
but from what he saw of the district he did

[ r. M ackintosh.
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not think they could get 200 acres there i
one block that was suitable for wheatgrow-
ing. He was sorry to say that they had not
n,nuutrh railways on the Downs. Kver since
they “had had constitutional Government the
Downs had not been looked after as it should
have been. He would draw attention to the
fact that the Southern line was extended to
itoma, the Ueniral line to Longreach, and the
Northern line 1o Fughenden, all on  the
State’s own credit. If it had not been for
that those districts would have no
railways at all, and, therefore,
why should th(\y not consent to
the lands_thers being sold to make railways
in other distriets, where they were very much
required to pzomolc settlement. There were
a few acres of frechold intervening between
the sebtlement abeut 10 miles from Pittsworth
hefore they came to Millmerran, It was asserted
as an excuse for not building the line that
a squatting family there had secured a great
deal of land, and if a rallway were built thcr
it would enhance the value at the taxpayers’
expense, and the owners of that land would
get the benefit of it. But it was not so long
since the railway was built from Dalby to
Cattle Creek through 30 miles of private pro-
perty, and why should the people of Millmer-
ran be penalised because there was an inter-
vening strip of private property between them
and tho head of railway at the present time?
Taking the Premier’s correction, the proposal
hefore the House was to build a line to cost
E""‘ 600, but for one-sixth of that sum he knew
where they could build a line that would be the
means of opening up some of the finest scrub
and forest lands that it was possible to imagine,
It could produce cercals of all descriptions.
In the district of Millmerran and Turallin
there were 82.000 sheep, the pronerty of selec-
tors; 3,200 head of cattle; and 700 horses. The
pig ‘they kept for home consumption, so they
were not taken into consideration. In the-
Grass-tree district there were 16,000 sheep, 400
head of cattle, 300 horses, and 300 pigs—mak-
ing a total of 98,000 sheep, 3,600 head of
cattle, 1,000 horses. and 300 pigs. From Mill-
inerran and Turallin 18,500 bushels of wheat
were carted to Pittsworth over 28 miles of
biacksoil plain. At Grass-tree they had 440
tons of wheat. At Millmerran and Turallin
shey had 1,120 acres under cultivation; at
\'ra -tree, 1,540 acres. On Yandi'la station
they had over 1,000 acres under cultivation—
he had no information regarding the yield;
but he was told they had about 80,000 sheep.
1]1(\ wool from those sheep, and from the 98,000

[7.80 p.m.]

belonging to the selectors, had to be carried
over Lho black soil. ihme was also a dairy
factor extensive dimensions, and
huilt <t principles; but what was

the goor of it in hot weather unless they had

the means of expediting the transit of the
manufactured V)rodn(‘t to market? It might
take two days to tale it to Pittsworth, but,
if rain came on, there was no saying When it
would  get there. With reference to the
promise which was stated to have been

ma-le by the Secretary for Railways in regard
to the construction of a line through that dis-
triet, he would quote from the report of the
hon. gentleman’s speech which appeared in
the Cowrier of 22nd August last. The hon.
ecntleman, in the course of an address pre-
Sented to him by a most representative body of
settlers at Millmerran. said-—

He quite recognis- @ potential x of the distriet. aj\d
he desired to songratulate the residents on the spirit
and cuterprise which h=d enabled thein, in the fuce of
many diffierlties. toaccomplish se mne 1, for they had
alveady ace mplished much in the way of agricultural
development. They said they wanted a railway, and
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he was not surprised that they were looking with
long ng eyes to the day when they would have mll\vu)
cominunication. The developinent of the Downs in an
agriculiural sénse hed been due to railway communi-

ation, and to it was attributable the advance whiclt
had been made in daivving. Dairying had given s great
fillip to agricuttural industry and to portions of Darling
Dowus weere there was railway communieation. some
of the settlers in this district who were nearly niles
from the railw .y head, were trying to carry on dairying,
and he admired their pluck and enterprise.

ES * £ *
They wanted a railway. bub there were a grcit many
people in various parts of the State who nlso winted o
railway, and wanifestly it was gquite impoessible tor him
to prowmise all those rallways with any hope that he
would be nm, to redecm bis promiszes. The only way
in which these requests f:r yailway communication
could he dealt with was upoun their merits  The ouly
promise he could make now would he that this appli-
cation wouald be dealt with on s merits. Their
claimis would be considered with the claims of other
dis'viets, but he would frankly tell them that he
believed that the district that could produce a better
clauim to railway commupiention than this must be a
very fine distriet indeed.  (ileav, hiear
* * # #*

A strong reason in favour of it was that it would

make available notoniy land which had been alienated,
but it would enuble the Government to realise npon
the land still in the possession of the Crown. (Hear,
hear ')

* * *

8o far as this railway was concerned, he wonld lay a1l
the information he had before his collexgnes, and when
the time eame for the consideration of the various
claims for railway construetion, he thought in cowmpeti-
tion with the other districts the claims of this distriet
would be found sufficiently weizhty to induce the
Government to constract this extension, (Applause.)
He had not the least douht that if thev showld decide
to build the railway the immediate resnlt would be Lo
give a greater iinpetus to close settlement in this dis-
trict than any other thing could give. e would pro-
mise them that their elaims would receive the fullest
and wost favourable considevation. (Hear, hear 1)
Thev must recognise. however. that the powers of the
Government in matters of railway construction were
strictly limited by the means at their disposal. The
amount of loan money at the disposal of the Govern-
ment was limited, and that would in itself be a
governing factor in the amount of railway construction
that they would be able to undertzke. But it was
highly desirable that they should endeavour. as far as
possible. to push out railways into districts where the
response would be prompt. and where it would take the
form of closer settiement and increased production.
This was one of the districts in which he thought the
response to the increased advantages which railway
construetion would give wounld be immediate and most
gratifying. (Hear, hear!)

Comment from him was unnecessary  The hon.
gentlem(m made a diplomatic speech without
committing hims=lf to the construction of the
railway. He continued—

The possibilities of the distriet were practically un-
limited and hie could promise them that their request
for a railway would reseive very svinpatretic considera-
tion #t the hands of the Govermment. Without muking
any definite promise, he hoped it would not be long
before they had a4 railway to some central point, .
He thought it would be the duty of Parliament to <r1\e
them that vailway communication. (Applause.)

He might mention what a prominent gentleman
from Victoria stated with respect to the pos-
bll}lhtleh and fertility of that puart

[ p.m.] of the Darling Downs from Pitts-

worth to Millmerran, comprising a
radius of 25 mniles. This was the Hon. Mr.
Edgar, a keen commercial business man, and a
member of the Upper House in the Victorian
Parliamens, who said—

If they had this part of Queensland in Victoria he
ventured to say they wourld have halt # dozen railway
lives ruanning through it—(Iear, hes
would advertise it the wide world over.
was a magnificent territory here. and the

people
already settled were trying to do their best, but they

wanted 4 little (Government assistance. They wanted
the better facilities that a railway would give to enable
tham to compete with otlier producers who had those
advantages.
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M. Tolmic said that if he had a railway in
his pocket this was the first part of the State
which would get it, and Mr. Hutton, from Vic-
toria, said something to the same effect. He
was hot against the construction of this rail-
ay if there was any possibility of it paying
the money expended on its construction, but
as a practical man he was not prepared to vote
for the expenditure of extravagant sums of
public money on projects which were not likely
to pay intercst.  (Yigantic sums had been spent
on public buildings which it wounld have been
better to leave until the country could afford
to build them. 1Ile could remember the
strugzles which the settlers in the Pittsworth
district went through for years, and it was a
disttiaf most suitable for the production of
cereal crops.  There was also another district—
Oakey Crecle—in which Mount Russell HEstato
was situated, and he could assure them that it
was the best wheaterowing district in Gueens-
land to-day. A railway from Oakey Creek,
Jondaryan. or Gowrie could be built right
through Ilappy Valler on to Mount Russell,
all the way through thickly settled parts and if
the railway went through that it would be
more thickly settled. The line would be per-
fectly level.  Another could be built from Clif-
ton to Kllangowan. vid ((oomburra and Free-
stone—or a tramway could be built as a feeder
to the main line. They had 13,000 miles of light
railway in France as feeders to the main lines,
and they had the means of shifting wagons
without removing the goods. If we wanted to
put the land in Queensland to its proper use,
we must be practlcal and not go to the gigan-
tic expense of building lines in barren country
Where struggling peonle had been in a district
for the last forty years, we were bound to
attend to their wants before going into a big
scheme for a railway of questionable value.
He was not opposed to the construction of a
railway, but to the unnecessary expenditure of
money which could be more congenially and
usefully expended in making the pioneers of
the country happy and prosperous, and
enabling them to take their produce to market
with the greatest ease and remuneration, and
thus conduce to the general prosperity of the
country.

* NMr. J. LEARY (Bwlioo): The hon. gentle-
man who had just sat down had his svmpathv
and he theueht that of most members of the
Ifouse. He had been telling them what was
his share of the spoil of the Darling Downs
combination. Some 7m0 id that our rail-
; stem was all wrong; that we had started
on wrong lin and, if our predecessors knew
as much as we did now the probability is that
they might not have done a great many things
which t} did. Tie was quite prepared to
admit that if our railways were to be builg
over again they would not be laid down on
the exact lines which they arve. as a great many

I ys and other public works had been
built m the wrong pluce. But that was no

on on the people who preceded us, and
it was doubtful if we would have acted differ-
ently, and he thousht that the Parllaments
of the past compared more than favourabiy
with the present Parllament. Probably, those
who followed us would reflect very strongly on
some of our actions, but he doubted whether
thev would have done wiser things than we
were doing now.  IHowever. we had to take
2 thing which wes done, whether it was done
rigl 1f]\ or wronely.  Personally, he was op-
in the & place, to the line going

vick to Thane’s Creck. [Mr. Max-
weLL: Did not you introduce it?7] ‘L'he hon.
member was wrong; he should support the

line from Pittsworth as its proper starting
place, but they could not shut their eyes to

Mr.J. Leahy.]
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the fact that 250 miles had 110011 constructed

from  Warwick to ’T‘hanns Creek, whether
rightly or wrongly; seo, if the line was ex-

tended, the proper course would be from

Thane’s Creck under the circumstances. That
presented another question—whether the time

had arrived to follow
was inclined to

on that course at all?
think that it was not,
because a great many other parts of t)O State
required rallway communicati far
omdm) urgency than this par 'ict.
Te did not think that the furthest portion of
ict was more than 160 miles from
and there we many districts in
(@] oe«mhmd that would think they were very
well off if they were the xt close fo a railbwa
aking now with regard to the W (‘51}
ere they had an enormous
a ter r?x‘orv l)iggox than Victoria, and
they could hide Tasmania, and no cne
\m,u]d i\wmv anything about it.  That tervitory
tjust as well e in the Dacifie Ocean as
mh"w 1 was, as it was vot bringing in any
rev y to the State.  The: and
develop it and provide it with some
of ermuh}\; thnm to meet bad times and fight
It was districts Uke this that
¢ dealt with when they met with
those natu disasters, but the Government
did niob seem to pay any attenfion in that
direction  at  all, It was  Sir Thomas
Metleraith, he belioved, who intvoduced the

\\“10 13 N

phra hat they shonld exiond their railways
out in the direction of ‘lm ~Ltt*11" sun. [The
x‘)ICR“l\'{V ror Purtic L it was
Arthur  Pal . hefe W’h()mas
\".\‘]1’4 sth the

Sir Thomas Mcllwraith afterwar
and that was his idea, to extend
out. Phey must knew, that the
that they Lad enjoyed
nd the amount of prosperity tmw
V'(mh OI}JQ" in tne Fuhde would not be pos-
sible but for their Western dist For the
last five years thev nad had very severe droughts
in the West, and things had been pretty bad.
but he felt that prosperous times for the West

would come again with a return of good
seasons.  When thoy did, money would be
plentiful. there would be prospomt} in the

West, and everything would be in a flourishing
condition in the coastal towns. To meet that
they should extend their railways out in that
dircction.  [The SECRETARY For RATLWAYS:
We have already passed a resolution to extend
a railway 200 miles in that direction.] Where
was that? {The SmorErTary ronr RULWA&S
Clonecurry and Idlydale.] He was speaking of
\Late railways. If he had the choice of voting
for the construction of the Cloncurry and
Goondiwindi lines he would sooner vote for
both togoether than throw out one. The con-
struction of the Cloncurry line would compen-
mtg twofold or threefold for the loss that
would be sustained by the Goondiwindi line.
He would have liked to sce the Government
bring in three or four more railway proposals.
“hcy had a proposal to extend the Northern
line towards the setting sun, and another to
seud out the Central line. How was it that
there was nothing about extending the South-
Western line? The survey was complete to
Thargemindah, and where was there any men-
tion of (,\fendmrr the railway there? [The
SECRETARY FOR JLBLIC Laxps: 1 heard you
say yourself that the time had not arrived to
build a railway to Thargomindah.] Nonsense !

But there is not even any referemce to
the extending of the lne there. They
were  going  to build other lines to pro-

tect their trade, but what was the good of
protecting their trade in a little pocket and
leave a whole district without protection?

[Mr. J. Leahy.
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'The trade of the West was just as important
to Brishane as the trade of the coast. If the
Premier was not going to extend the South-
Western line he might have made some sym-
pathetic mention of it, and he might have
stated that the line would be extended in the
future. The Premier, in introducing the pro-
posal, had given them a description of the
country, and told themn a number of other
things which in themselves were the merest
forms of abstraction unless some deduction was
drawn from them. But the hon. gentleman
dicd not draw d’]‘l deduetion from them to show
that it would be a paying line. That was what
they wanted to know. Railway lines were con-
strucied for three or four different reasons—for
strategetic purposes ; for national purposes; for
Wing purposes, or "to secure their trade—and
they had to know on which of those lines the
works were pmpowd ["The SECRETARY FOR
Ratuwavs: I told you we were building this
line for commercial strategetical purposes, and
to develop the country now lying idle there.]
The question how much could they afford
to pay for building a line for strategetical pur-
poses. The very essence of business was to
conduct it on lines that would give a profit,
and that was the principle on which they
should consider their railways. The hon.

member for Cunningham had said
[8.30 p.n.] that there were ‘)00 000 sheep in

the  Goondiwindi  district—that
that was the stock returns of the Goondiwindi
petty seisions disteict. He (Mr. Leahy) had
some interest in the matter, and he knew that
all the wool was coming from there to Bris-
bane, so that they had Lh(\ trade alrcady for
Brisbane which they said they were going to
get by \uﬂdmg ghis m]l“ay. The whole of
that couniry was not shecp country at all. If
they looked at the map issued by the Railway
Departnient they would see that there was a
good deanl of cattle country there. They did
not keep cattie on country that was fit for
sheep, in the Southern portion of the State at
any rate.  Assuming that this country carried
250,000 sheep, what additional revenue would
they bring to the railwayr, assuming that each
fleece w m(rhod 4 1. of scouved wool on an aver-
age, [The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LaNDs: How
do you know those figures arc correct? Were
they taken lately ¥} Ves: they were taken last
February., KEven supposing that this district
carried 500,000 sheep——he was sure the Goon-
diwindi poft’: sossions distriet would not carry
more than that—what additional revenue
would the carriage of the wool bling to the
railway? If the line came from Moree to
Mungindi, the distriet beyond Goondiwindi
would be far ncarer to that line. [The
STORETARY Tok RatLwavs: It would be far
nearer to a port by the Goondiwindi line.]
Yes; but there was such a hedging alound
with condi x()l]s—'(rl\'ulg with one hand and
taking with the ofther—that it was ex-
tmmdy diflicult to see where they were in
the matter. Some of those New South Wales
politicians, if fhey treated Queensland in the
way in which it had been treated since federa-
tion, would see that they would take away a
lot of that trade. IThe SECRETARY FOR RATL-
wavs: If that is used against us we can use
it against our neighbours. We have the ad-
vantage of the geographical position.] He
ddmltted that the trade along our own side
of the border was the trade of Queensland.
He had always said so, and he was prepared
to make any reasonable sacrifice to preserve
that trade for the State. Supposing that dis-
trict carried 500,600 sheep and each sheep
grew 4 Ib. of scoured wool. that would only
amount to 808 tons of wool. Suppose it cost
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£1 a ton to bring that wool over that rail-
way: that would be 2800 altogether. Why
that was not sufficient to pay the cngine-
drivers on the railway. And they would not
get very much from the aglxcultural point of
view. What did they find in connection with
people engaged in agriculture on the Darling
Downs" In many places they were cngagvd
in grazing sheep instead of growing corn or
other cereals. When those people were grow-
ing crops instcad of growing stock that was
the time to extend their railways out.
Whether a farmer would grow crops or not

depended to a large extent on the man’s
family. If he had sons over fourteen years

of age he could put them to the work, but if
he had to pay the standard wage he would
not be able to do it, as it would not leave
him any margin of proﬁ‘r. Tt people who had
agricultural farms on the Darling Downs used
their farms for grazing stock, how could
thnv expect the people who took up land
or out to use their land for aericulture?
\\1th reference to the working expenses and
maintenance. seeing the Killarney line of 28
miles cost £6,000. he could not understand how
the Clommidsioner could estimate that the ex-
penditure on a line of 101 miles would be only
£9.000. The line was intended %o cut into the
Now South Wales trade to some extent. He
did not think that was a eood principle to
adont. Thev should be satisfied if they secured
their own trade. [The S¥crETARY FOR RAIL-
wavs: Who said we wanted to cut into their
trade?l Several hon. wmembers on the other
side said so, but he was very glad the hon.
gentleman challenged the statement, because
if they adopted that principle the people of
New Scuth Wales would be entitled to do the
same thing. Tt was far tetter to make.an
amicable arrangement with the New South
Wales Government by which a kind of scienti-
fic frontier would be established and useless
expenditure saved to both States. Personally,
he thought it would be better not to proceed
with the line in the meantime. There were
other portions of the State more in need of
railways. He was exceedingly glad that the
Government were going on w1th some public
works, which, if they would not be reploduc«
tive, were introduced on a supposition that
they would pay. For a long time many hon
members on the other side were opposed to the
spending of public money. Some of them
might say that this would not increase the
namonal debt. While it was true that we were
not going to borrow any more money, still, if
it was not desirable to spend it in public \vorkb
the CGovernment could purchase debentures,
and thus reduce the national debt; so that in
any case it had the effect of increasing the
public debt. e was glad to see that hon.
members sitting behind the Government were
at ]ast coming to the conclusion that one of
the ideas tney had supported for so long was
nonsensical, and that they were coming back
to the pohcy of the Government which they
had denounced when sitting in opposition. He
made those remarks not in any spirit of bitter-
ness, for he was very pleased to see the change.
The resolution was not a party question, His
only objection to the line was that he did not
see that it was going to pay in the near future.
In fact, he did not think it would pay working
expenses for some years unless something un-
foreseen turned up. He hoped the Govern-
ment were not going to stop the Northern line
if this line was not passed. Taking the two
lines together, anyone would certainly be more
than justified in supporting the motion.

Mr. RANKIN (Burrum) intended to support
the resolution, although it struck him that the
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Goondiwindi Railway. 1629

whole thought and energy of the Government
was being devoted towards the construction of
lines of railway towards the setting sun. The
Government deserved credit for having ad-
ministered the affairs of the State so far on
economical principles. There were two factors
which governed a railway policy. One was
whether a railway would pay, and the other
was what assistance it would give to land
sectienent; which of the two was the more
11r>pmmm he was not prepared to say, bus if
this line was not going to pay immediately, as
was contended by the hon. member for Bulloo,
the Governraent might reasonably turn their
attention to some lines lying much closer to
their door that would pay from the very start.
In his electorate they had been struggling for
vears to secure a very small extension irom
Cordalba to Booyal Scrub, a distance of 15
miles, at an estimated cost of £34.000. The
construction of the linec would open up some-
thing like 100,000 acres of splendid land, 6,000
of »hich were capable of growing sugar. A
portion of that area would be placed under
cane immediately, and would produce a great
deal of frcight for the main line. It would
also touch a very large timber district, which
would give a great deal of traffic. Then it
would also traverse one of the best limestone
fields in the Wide Bay district. In that dis-
trict 17,000 or 18,008 tons of limestone were
used every year, most of which was brought
from a considerable distance.

"‘hc CHAIRMAN: I do not think it will be
in order to adv ()“me lines in other districts on
this oceasion. I allowed the hon. member for
Cambooya to argue at considerable length in
favour of an alternative route to the present
propo:.al It was quite in order for him to do
that, but I do not think it will be in order for
othm hon. members to speal in favour of lines
in other disiriets, except by way of incidental
refercnce.

Ar. RANKIN: The line under discussion
wmﬂ(l cost about £250,000, and it was within
the province of any hou. member, he thought,
his voice acainst such a large expen-
diture when he was able to point out where
a less cexpenditure would be productive of
greater revenue. Apparently, the policy of
the Government had been to proposc railways
in the North, Centre and South, while other
]’)()I‘]()]l\ of the State were ignored. The Dar-
Downs must be supplied with a railway,
st other districts, whose members were
more silent than the representatives of the
Da 11in;, Downs. got notlung. He understood
that the policy foreshadowed was not com-
plete. "T'he SECRETARY FOR IRAILWAYS:
Hear, hear!] Well, if any other railways were
brought in, he hr)pcd the line he had men-
tined would be borne in mind. Iie would
support the resolution, because he undor~‘c00d
the iine would lezd to a consideral sle 1ncres
in settlement, and, if the report of the Rail-
way (,omm]mmxer was to ke relied on, tho
line was likely to prove payalle.

* A, FORSYTH (C’r'rpmtmm) The trouble
with some hor. members was that they had

not the information they onght to have. “They
had also conflicting reports 1‘0@31(1m" the line

fram Mr. Thallon and the late Mr. Gray, and
the question was whose report they should
take. In view of the conflicting opinions of

two Commissioners, they should have been
furnised with the report of some one outside
the Pailway Department altogether. DMr.
Thallon caid-—

Tor the reasons that this line will promote closer
settlement, will utilise a large avea of rich land which
is now practically idle and thervefore of little value to

Mr. Forsyth.]
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the State, and will retain Queenslund trade to Queens-
land ports, I sirongly recommend its cosstructiou, and
that without dslay.

In bis report in 1900 Mr. Gray said—

I have so far refrained from drawing compurisons
between the alternative routes from Warwick and
Pittsvorth to Goondiwindi and St Georgo, hecau-¢ the
proposed line has been referred to me as a brauch
per se to Thane’s Creek. Itf, however, this branch is
intended as a part of the projected extension to
Goondiwindi, and towards St. George, I shonld certainly
be atforded an opportunit ter exammining the dis-
trict, of expressing my vi s from what I have
heard of the country traversed by the trial surveys
trom Warwick and Pittsworth, the information in ny
possession is sueh that the Government should certainly
hesitate before committing themselves to the con-
struction of any great length of line by either route, as
I am clearly of opiuion that neither line will be a profit-
able investment, .
Then Mr. Thallon said that there were
hundreds of thousands of acres of good land
around Inglewood, whilst Mr. Gray said he
was given to understand that little, if any,
land beyond a point 25 miles out from Pitts-
worth was fit for agricultural seftlement until
Inglewood was reached. There was no doubt
the Secretary for Railways had given the Com-
mittee a good deal of information, but the
principal reason many members intended to
support the line was not so much because it
was going to open up a large quantity of agri-
cultural land as that it would divert from the
New South Wales railways a good deal of traf-
fic which rightly belonged to Queensland. The
Secretary for Railways had stated that that
amount of trade was worth £166.600, but what
they wanted to know was how much this rail-
way would get from the carriage of those
goods. The late member for Balonne, Mr.
Story, kuew the country intimately, and in
1900—page 2448 of Hansard for that year—he

said—

But what has heen the result? The woolsheds that
supply the material for the earringe on the railway—
the larger sheds at Thurulgoonia, Tinnenburra, and
others—are 40 or 50 miles from Cunnauiulla and about
120 mites from Bourke terminus, and sothe extension
from Charleville to Cunnamulls has absolutely stopped
the border trafiic in that district. Though the border
itself, which only consists of a wire-netting fence, is
half-way between Cunnamulla and Bouarke, Cnnna-
mulla has secured the whole of the trade by that ex-
tension from Charteville. In 15895 there was £1:46,000
worth of Queensland produee went across the horder
to Bourke, and was carried over the New South Wales
railways ; in 1893 there was not one single sixpence
worth went across, so the whole of that immoense
amount of trade was secured to Cunnamulla. was
carried over our railways to Brisbansg, was handled by
Brisbane merchants. and the whole of the stoves for
the same distriet went from Brishane, and the trade is
now entirely Queensiand and Brishane trade.

He was not raising this question because he
was agalnst the Bill, but they had not got
sufficient information before them. [The
SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: You have more in-
formation about this railway than

[9p.m.] about any railway passed in the
House for twenty years.] There

was not sufficient information as to cost, and
the Commissioner said it was impossible to give
an estimate. Mr. Thallon stated that the total
cost of the working expenses of the railway
would be about £18,000, which included main-
tenance, locomotive expenditure, and interest
at 3 per cent. on capital, and that the line
would have a revenue of £28,000, which would
leave £10,000 towards the cost of working exist-
ing lines. Did the Premier honestly believe
that this estimate would te realised? There
was no other line in Queensland which would
come out on the same basis. The Townsville
line passed through the very best land in
(Queensland. [The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Oh, no.] It passed through Charters Towers

[Mr. Forsyth.
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and Ravenswood, and only paid £4 9s. 7d. per
cent., and yet Mr. Thallon said this particular
line, which was only agricultural and pastoral,
was not only going to pay working expenses
and 3 per cent. on capital invested, but give
£10,000 as well. [The SECRETARY FOR RAIL-
ways: You are wrong there—I think you have
misread the report.] If the revenuc was
£28,000 and the expenses £18,000, it left
£10,060. Where was therc a line capable of
showing a surplus like that? The Killarney
line did not do so. [The SeCRETARY FOR RAIL-
ways: There is no comparison.] It was closely
settled with farmers, and was one of the very
best districts in Queensland, every inch of
which had been taken up and utilised, while
this land was not, and he did not believe we
were likely to have a surplus of £10,000. Even
if it paid 2 per cent. in addition to the ex-
penses, 1t would do remarkably well. The
Thane Creek line went through a good deal of
country taken up by farmers, and probably the
Killarney line would be developed and pay
better than it was doing at present. {The
SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It 1s doing very
well.] ITe thought the general consensus would
be that if this line paid working expenses,
without interest, it would do remarkably well.
These fizures were misleading; he did not
believe in them at all, and, to be a guide
to enable them to arrive at a conclu-
sion, they should be given correctly. There
was not a single man in the House, the
Premicr included, who could possibly believe
that this line would pay the whole of the
vorking expenses and interest, and show
£10,000 to the good. [The SECRETARY FOR
Rawways: There is ab least one line paying
morce,] The only line paying more was that
running from Townsville out West, which had
the advantage of the Charters Towers and
Ravenswood Goldfields. [The SECRETARY FOR
Rarnways: Mount Morgan is paying.] That
was only a small branch line. He challenged

any hon, meinber to say that he honestly
believed that the figures were correct. [Mr.
Tormiz: Do you think the Commissioner

does not honestly believe them?] He thought
he had made some mistake in the figures.
Could the hon. gentleman show him any line
in Queensland which paid on the same basis
as this agricultural line? [Mr. Tormie: It
is not an agricultural line.] It was an agricul-
cultural and pastoral line. He had no objec-
tion to the line, and if it was likely to pay it
should be built. The House desired to further
the interests of the agricultural and pastoral
industries for the purpose of bringing revenue
and opening up the vast arca of ountry which
we had, but it was unfair to try and induce
them to pass a measure on such a report. It
was more than probable there would be a
deficit of £20,000, which would have to be
borne by the country. The late Government
was blamed for building so many railways
which would not pay. 'There was no doubt
the Cloncurry line would pay in the near
future, but he gucstioned whether the line
from Longreach to Stonchenge, or Warwick
to Goondiwindi, was likely to pay for a con-
siderable time, and if they paid 2 per cent.
they would do remarkably well. A com-
petent man should be employed to travel all
over the country and find out all about it.
even if it took a month to do so, so that they
would know the actual state of the country.
How could they pass this railway according
to the report, as it passed through 40 or 50
miles of indifferent country? He believed in
the Government running lines fo agricultural
districts comprising a large area of Crown
lands. He did not intend to oppose the line,
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‘but his impression was that it would not pay.
They were simply asked to act upon false
lines, as they had not got the information at
their disposal which they should have. The
line would cost £285,000, and a considerable
amount of interest for some years would have
to be found by the State. He would not be
surprised if the consolidated revenue was
burdened with £20,000 a year for some years
to come, and he did not think the fact that
they would have to pay that interest had been
fully considered.

Mr. TOLMIE (Drayton and Toowoomba) was
in accord with a great deal of what had been said
by the hon. member for Bulloo, and he would
have been inclined to support the construction
of a line from Pittsworth to Goondiwindi in
the first place, but the line had alrecady gone
into the wilderness some 25 miles. (Laughter.)
It had partly gone through the worst country
it had to traverse, and, with the exception of
a few miles further, the line would tap one of
the best producing districts in Southern
Queensland. At the present time we laboured
under considerable difficulty in bringing about
land settlement. Although the Minister for
Lands had told them there were millions of
acres available for settlement, it was unfor-
tunately too true that much of that land did
not commend itself to settlers. [The SECRE-
TARY FOR PUBLIC LANDs: You are aware that
a great deal of land is commending itself to
people now who would not take it a year ago?]
e was quite aware of a great many people de-
clining to take up land for settlement, but
who were looking for something better. [Alr.
J. Lrangy: Something softer.] It was only
right they should have something softer. This
line would open up many thousand acres of
land which would be eagerly sought after, and
the reason why he would like to see the line
taken to that district was that it would save
the land for the people of Queensland. The
most difficult foe we had to contend against
was prickly pear, which was spreading over
our richest lands. It was making its way in
the district through which this proposed line
would go; but it had not yet taken possession,
and if we could save that part of the country
from prickly pear, we should do something for
the State of Queensland. He thought the land
would be taken up in small blocks and used
for dairying and agriculture, and by that

ns the march of the prickly pear would be
ec. If the line did nothing more than
that, it would more than pay the State for the
cost of its construction. He did not think the
hon. member for Carpentaria was correct in
saying toat the late Government were blamed
for the construction of railways. [Mr., J.
LEeany: For incrcasing the national debt.] If
they were blamed, it was for the want of con-
struction of railways. [Mr. J. Leary: I sym-
pathise with you—you did not get that line
after all.] Ie was in the same position with
regard to that line if he wanted it as when the
hon. gentleman was in power. It was interest.
ing to note that this line was advocated even
fifty years ago. He noted in the Courier files
for 1835 that a motion had been brought for-
ward in New South Walex that an address be
presented to the Governor in Council pray-
g that Fis Excellency the Governor would
be pleased to place the sum of £3,000 on the
Estimates for the purpose of obtaining a
survey and an estimate for the construc-
tion of a line from the head of the Brisbane
River, at Ipswich, in the direction of New Eng-
land and the district beyond. The arguments
which were adduced fifty years ago were sound
to-day. It was then contended that this land
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would be available for close settlement, and
that 1t would be an extremely wrong thing to
send people out into the wilderness to cultivate
this land and give them no access to market.
People who would willingly take up that land
were prohibited from doing so because they
knew that the cost of taking produce to market
would not enable them to grow it at a profit.
He would have been pleased indeed if the
Premier had seen his way to include in his
railway policy a number of shorter lines in dis-
tricts which could be made available for settle-
ment. There was no district which needed a
railway more than that referred to by the hon.
member for Cambooya. He hoped the Premier
would see the necessity of carrying out a
railway in that district, as it would settle
people on the iand, and open up the lands
which were herdering upon that district, which
might otherwise be neulected and given over
to prickly pear. [Mr, PaceT: You have not
got a railway in your pocket?] Noj; if he had
he would hand it over to the district he was
referrine to. There was another district which
he wouid hand over his railway to, if he had
one. and that was in the direction of Nan-
ango, in the back country of Maryborough.
There was a large population there who were
desirous of settling on the land, and he hoped
that before long the Government would be
able to see their way to give facilities to these
people to settle on the land. They must ¢ive
facilities to people to settle on the land, other-
wise they could not expect them to do it. He
ays advocated the comnstruction of railways,

al
but he thought if the lines were extended
west that the West should pay something for

them. {Mr. J. Leany: Look how much more
thev have to pay for their products than what
Fou are paymng.] They might have to pay
sIx times more in the West than they did on
the Darling Downs, but the Darling Downs
producers were paying quite enough in pro-
portion to the amount of stuff they produced,
and the Western districts should do the same.
[Mr. LEany: What ahbout the starving stoclk
rates?]  If the necessity for starving stock
rates was shown to the Commissioner, they
would find that his sympathies were just as
strong towards the pasteralists as they were
thres or four years avo, when he provided
starving stock rates. If the line proposed were
constructed it would be instrumental in de-
veloping a portion of the country that would
give an almost immediate respense to any
capital that mizht be employed in developing
i, and that was what thev wanted in every
part of Queensland.

Mr. HAWTHORN (Fnoggera) thought every
hon. member of the House could, with confi-
dence, give his support to the construction of
the railway to Goondiwindi, more particularly
himself and the other city and metropolitan
representatives, from the fact that it would
mean a great increase in the trade to Brisbane
from that portion of the country. When they
heard the Premier say that five years ago 1t
was estimated that New South Wales was
getting £166,000 in trade from that district
every year, they would be justified in doing
anything that would bring that trade to Bris-
bane. It had been the object of the Chamber
of Commerce, and other persons interssted in
Brisbane, to try and get this trade away from
New South Wales. It was not as though they
were doing anything that was against the
Federal Constitution, or that was unneigh-
bourly, becanse the trade was really Queens-
fand trade. By force of circumstances, and the
position of New South Wales railways, they
had been unable to get this trade, which really
belonged to Brisbane by right. In any case,
they were not doing anything that was

Mr. Hawthorn.]
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uncharitable to New South Wales. From the
Sormmiseicner’s report. it appeared that there
was a larre quantity of agricultural and pasto-
ral land in that district, and they wanted
settlement and population. There was a great
demand for agricultural land at present, and
it was the duty of the Government and the
members of the House to give facilities for
encouraging settlement and giving land where
there was land available. Although they had
a larce amount of Crown land throunghout
Oneengland  availakle for scttlement, very
little of it was what might be called
acrvicultural land, and at present there
was certainly a  dearth of land of that
deseription.  The advantate of this ral-
way was that the bulk of the land it passed
throuch was Crown land. A good many arcas
would practically he falling in shortly, which
the Government could resume, and, in the
case of those where the leascs where longer,
the Goverament would have power under the
1902 Act to reassess and value that land, be-
causs under section 11 it was epacted that
wherehy the erection of any public works in
any district the Minister was of opinion that
the value of the land was being increased, he
had the power to ask the Land Couri to re-
assess the rent, and, if necessary, to 1ncrease
it. The Commissioner strongly recommended
the line, for the reason that it would promote
closer settlement. would utilise a large arvea of
vich land which was now practically idle, and
therefore of little value to the State, and would
yetain Queensland trade to Queensland ports,
aud he strongly recommended its construction,
and that without delay. Under these circum-
stances, the Premicr had done welil to bring
the legislation before the llouse. From what
he could see, there was very little opposition
to the proposal, and he wouid have great plea-
sure in recording his vote in support of the
resolution.

* Mr. JONES (Burnett) considered that all
railway lines should be constructed on the
mer of the district, mro  which they
penetrated, and to gain this knowledge they
were guided by expert opmion. It was far
bettor to construct railways under that system
than by building them at the instigation of
the members who represented the district, as
had been done in the past. The member for
Leichhardt quoted from Mr. Gray’s report n
opposition to this line, but, if Mr. Gray’s
reports had been followed in every instance,
they would have had very few agricultural
lines built. The leader of the Opposition must
have had Mr. Gray’s report in his mind when
he said that the Degilbo line was not a good
one. The leader of the Opposition bad no
personal knowledge of that district. [Mr.
ForsytE: Will it pay?; If it was extended
further, he was sure it would pay. The line
was not completed yet, so they could not tell
whether it would pay or not. The member
for Carpentaria sald that a number of the
Jines that had been built recently were not
paying, and he evidently referred to the
Kingaroy line. [Mr. Fomrsvra: I did not.]
That line produced £600 of revenue a month,
and it was likely to pay. This was a line that
should be extended, and the further it was
oxtended the better it would pay. He would
like to see these lines constructed by day labour.
[Myr. Forsyra: Pass the railway first.] He
would like to say something about the wages
first. The men engaged on the line should be
paid a fair wage for their work, and he
was sorry to say good wages were not
paid on the Wetheron construction. In his
opinion, the fault rested with themselves in
not seeing that a minimum wage clause was

[Mr. H awthorn.
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inserted in the proposal. ILast night they
passed a railway that would open up a vast
mineral field, and the line they were asked
to sanction that day would open up a large
agricultural district. Fe had some know-
ledge of that district, as he had travelled
from Inglewood to Texas and Goondiwindi;
it was very good country, and he thought the
line would pay. He had much pleasure in
supporting the propoesal, because the resources
of the district warranted the extension of the
line to Goondiwindi.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont): This constituted
the second proposal in the Government ra’l-
way policy, and it was one which he belicved,
rext to the proposal to extend
[8.30 p.m.] the line from Loncreach to Stone-

henge into  the rabbit-infested
country, was the least deserving of support.
Ry 2R: llave you ever been to Stone-
herneze?]  No: but the (ommissioner con-
demmnerd the proposed railway right out of
hand, The Government, in declaration
of their railway policy. were gong on some-
thine the same lires that were adopted at the
time of the £10,000,000 loan—that was, giving

a railway to thie North. Centre, and South.
The two railvays to Clencurry and Stone-

hemge were just viven to the North and
Contre z0 that the Premier might »et through
this rallway in which his constituency was in-
terested. It was a nolitical railvay. and War-
wick was written all over it. There was one
neculiar fact in connection 1 the Govern-
ment’s railway policy. The Minister for Lands
resently had a railway constructed in his dis-
trict. and the ome Recretary had one passed
in his districi. The Premicr wanted this one
in his district; and the other one, from T.ong-
reach to Stonehenge, was one in which the
astrer and the member for Barcoo were
interested. (Laughter.) It would appear as if
these particular persons held a caucus
v and decided amongst themselves
they  would divide these railways
them.  The hon. member for

how
between
Barcoo, for hs loyal support to the coali-
tion and for keeping them in power, was to

Te rewarded by the construction of a railway
from Longreach to Stonehenge. Mr. Blair,
the editor of the HBulletin, had cousistently
supported the construction of the line from
Longrcach to Stonebenge. and he had in-
dfmud the present Treasurer to support it
also.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

M., LESINA: When a railway proposal
was brought forward, he could criticise the
Government on the whole of their railway
policy.

The CITATRAAN: I would remind the
hon. memtber that he will not be in order if
he discusses any rallway propesal other than
that now before the House.

Mr. LESINA: He would not dispute the
Chairman’s ruling, because it might lead to a
long debate, and he wished to get home early.
(Laughter.) The Premier and the hon. mem-
ber for Bulloo both pointed out that they were
nol very anxious that it should go abroad, but
the railway was to prevent certain trade going
to New Bouth Wales. If that trade did go to
New South Wales, then it went by its natural
channel; but the Premier, with his protection-
i3t superstitution, was anxious to divert that
trade from New South Wales to Queensland
per medium of this railway. [The SECRETARY
¥OR RarmLwavs: He is anxious for the trade to
zo to its natural port.] To talk about another
State taking away trade was a barbaric notion
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which characterised people at different times.
What harm did New South Wales do if she did
take Queensland trade? The man that sold his
wheat or his wool in Sydney did not sell them
for nothing The idea was to take the trade
through Brisbane, so that certain Brisbane
merchants and middlemen would be engaged
in receiving the hides, wool, and all that sort
of thing. Xt was the old protectionist super-
stition, which was just as rotten applied in this
way as when applied to the tariff. Trade was
the most natural thing in the world, and the
freer it was the Letter it was. It was said that
if this line were constructed the trade of
Queensland would be advanced. How would
it? If the line were taken to Mungindi, it
would net junction with the Queensland line.
They had a junction with the New South
Wales railways at Wallangarra, but that was
not a paying line. Tenterfield was only 11
miles from the Queensland border, and al-
though it was 200 miles nearer to Brisbane, the
produce from there went to Sydney, because
it was the most natural channel for it to go.
The trade would go to New South Wales if it
belonged to that State. That was proved by the
argument of the hon. member for Bulloo,
which was unchallenged and was unreplied to.
The 280 miles of railway which the Covern-
ment proposed to construct would cost some-
thing like £600,000, according to the Commis-
sloner’s fizures, but that estimate was likely to
be largely exceeded. At £3,000 a mile, the three
lines would cost £840,000. That meant that
the whole of the loan fund would be absorbed,
and any hon. member who asked for a railway
during the next four or five years would not be
able to get it unless they again resorted to bor-
rowing. [Mr. J. Lruary: Cannot we sell land 7
If they sold land at i0s. an acre to pay for the
three railways, they would need to sell
1,680,000 acres: and, as they could not sell
more than 500,000 acres in one year, it would
take nearly three and a-half years to sell
enough land. Now, where would the money
come from to build the little line that the hon.
member for Burrum spoke of, if he voted for
this line? He would have to wait until another
Parliament was elected, and the hon. member
might be at even a greater disadvantage then.
Tyery hon. member who had promised his con-
stituents to endeavour to secure the construc-
tion of a railway should vote against this pro-
posal, because, 1f they voted for this railway
in the constituency of the Secretary for Rail-
ways, and for the railways wanted by the Trea-
surer and the iHome Secretary, the chances
were 10,000 to 1 that they would not get the
lines they wanted for the next four or five
years unless the Treasurer resorted to borrow-
ing. If the line was started from Pittsworth,
there would be 30 miles saved in distance.
That represented, at £3,000 a mile, £80,000—
or £60,000, taking the cost at £2,000 per mile.
If the hon. member for Burrum voted against
this proposal, he would place the Government
in the position of being able to devote £34,000
of that amount to the buildine of the line he
mentioned. The railway would cost £250,000,
and that would not pay. He was not going to
tie himself up like that. If he and other hon.
members voted for this railway, every time
any of them asked the Government for a rail-
way they would be told that they had reached
the limit of their tether in regard to expendi-
ture of public money. As the Treasurer could
not sell more than 500,000 acres in any one
year, they would have the Secretary for Public
Lands asking Parliament to give him power to
sell another 500,000 acres a year, and perhaps
he might propose to reduce the price to 5s. an
acre, as he attempted to do during the first
1905—5H H
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session of this Parliament. This railway alone
would absorb the whole of the land they could
sell in one year. Then the Cloncurry and
Stonehenge lines would have to be paid for out
of the loan fund, and that would leave very
little to construct any other line. "The Go-
vernment had promised in their programme to
construct various lines into agricultural dis-
tricts. What about those lines? Not one of
them could be built with the exception of the
Iine from Dalby to Cattle Creek, which went
through 80 miles of private property, and no
attempt was made to secure a betterment.
That was the sort of policy they were support-
ing. What did they get out of 1t? Whilst the
Treasurer was getting everything for his rapa-
~ious constituency, Labour members who sup-
jorted him got nothing. Before the hon. gentle-
man was twelve months in office he delibe-
rately took £43,000 off the Hstimates for the
construction of a line from Clermont to Blair-
Athol, from which mine the Government got
thousands of tons of coal for the Central Rail-
way and on every ton of which they lost 10s.
On page 7 of the Treasurer’s Financial State~
ment he sald—

Public sentiment in regard to Govermmental ex-
penditure bas been vitiated to such an extent as to
render a return to a saue finaneial poiicy the most
diflieult and unpopular tusk that any Governtent cal
undertake. Nevertheless, it is @sseuiiai that Querns-
tand shonld vefrain from bhorrowing, at least for a
number of years, until she has recovered a sense of
selt-relinnce, s consciousness of being uble to stund
on her own feet.

it is evident, bowever, that in a young country like
Quecnsiand, where there is a ¢Onslant and natural
demaud for veproductive development work, a certain
amount of provizion musy be wade for it yvear by year,
1

To meet that legitimate want and yet avoid tarther
borrowing is the poliey of Government. Clearly, if
we ure to gecomplizhy 8o de ible 2 purpose, we st
not only husband our available loan inoney, but we
must fiud sowe weans of adding to what I may call our
ecapital account.

The hon. gentleman had husbanded the avail-
able loan money by dipping into the funds
to the extent of £26,000 for the Orient Com-
pany. Next he took out several thousand
pounds for the Secretary for Public Lands for
the Dalby-Cattle Creek Railway. Then the
Home Sccretary wanted several hundreds of
thousands of pounds for the construction of a
line to Cloncurry. He got his little slice.
Then the Treasurer and the leader of the
Liabour party asked where they came in, and
Mr. Blair, of the Rockhampton Bullctin,
wrote hall a dozen leading articles asking
where he came in. Then the Secretary for
Railways said, “Well, if you support the
Goondiwindi line, I will give you the Stone-
henge Railway’”” As a matter of fact, the
Secretary for Railways would not have cared
if the Cloncurry and Stonchenge linés had
been thrown out provided he got this line,
which would not pay. All those calls upon
the loan fund would very soon exhaust it, and
the question was how was it to be replenished.
As he pointed out, the Treasurer was going
to sell land wherever he could, and pay the
proteeds into the account created by the Bill
which he fought the other night. When Par-
liament met next session the Secretary for
Lands would introduce a Bill to sell the public
estate at 5s. an acre, and, knowing that he
could obtain parliamentary sanction from a
pliant mdjority, he might increase the area to
1,000,000 acres,

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. gentle-
man will not open up the question of sales
of land on the resolution now before the
Committee.

Mr. Jackson.)
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Mr, LESINA : As he would have an oppor-
tunity of dealing with that question when they
were discussing where the money was to be ob-
tained from for the construction of the varicus
lines proposed by the Government, he would say
no more at present except to say that there
seemed to be no other construction to be placed
upon the Government. policy than that it was
their intenvion to bwild these railways in
Ministers’ constituencies by means of land sales.
He was opposed to that kind of jolicy. There
was a good deal of saperstition akout railways
not paying. Railways paid indirectly if not
direcily, because they assisted settlement, and
their construction should be undertaken; but
the argument that this line was constructed for

commercial and practical purposes

(18 p.m.] was not justified. Frem a com-

mercial point of view this railway
would not pay. e would like to see some of
the shorter lines undertaken which had been
passed on different occasions, [Mr, J. LeAHY :
You were not satisfied when we were going to
build the Blair Athol line,] He was not
enamoured with the Blair Athol line, and if he
thought it was not going to pay he would vote
against the proposal. He would always oppose
political railways, although most of the rail-
ways built in the State had been political
railways. Then, as an alternative, it had
been suggested that a line should be taken
from Cunnamulla to Bourke, and that the
trunk lines should be connected. He believed if
all our trunk lines could be immediately connec-
ted, a great advantage would result ; but to under-
take isolated constructions like this to the New
South Wales border, when a border line was
constructed to Wallangarra, was an evidence
that the idea that they were going to tap the
New South Wales trade was faliacious, not
based on experience, and a wesak justification for
the line. The arguments of the Premier were
not convineing, and although they had the report
of the Commissioner in favour of it, there was
room for doubt, as a previcus Commicsioner
recommended an entirely different starting point.
The Premier asked them to take the present
Commissioner’s report and put their faith in the
construction of the line, but when they came to
deal with the next railway line they would also
teke his report, and throw it out as readily as
they passed this one.

* The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC LANDS
thought that no man who had got the ordinary
decent instinects of a civilised man could make
the speech they had just listened to and sit on
the same side of the House as the hon. member
did. [Mr. LesiNa : It is a non-party question—
the Premier told us.] He judged vhat, not
merely by the deliverance they had just heard
from the hon. member, hut from a dozen other
speeches he had made. [Mr. Lesina: I will say
what I like.]. No matter how openly or secretly
hostile any member might be towards the Go-
vernment, no one who had what any civilised
man termed decent feelings should ever sit on
the same side of the House as the Government
did who delivered that speech.  Some scientists
said that every action we performed we could
trace to some ancestor or other, and that the
longer we lived the more we discovered that the
ruling principle in life was heredity. He would
have to turn to some explanation of that kind for
a satisfactory solutinn of the reason which in-
duced the hon, member to take a course so
thoroughly opposed to the whole party and sit
where he did. {Mr, Lrsina: You are not in
order, you know.] He was in order, and would
say so until the Chairman called him to order.
If the hon, member did what wasalways done in
Parliaments in the British Empire, and decided
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to sit behind the men who represented his poli-
tical ideal in the Chamber, instead of sitting at
the end of that back cross-bench, he would go
bang across the floor of the House and sit
immediately oppuosite, and directly hehind the
hon. member for Bulloo. [Mr. Lesina: Ah,
ab !l The hon. member for Bulluo, for some
reason—|Mr. J. Leany: Is this the question
before the House ?] [Mr, Lusiva : Of course it is
not, }—for some reason or other

Mr. LEAHY rose to a point of order.  Was
the Minister in order in this diatribe against
himself and others, because if he was he should
have to reply to him ?

The CHATIRMAN : T am not aware that the
Secretary for Lands has made any undue
allusion to the hon. member for Bulloo. The hon.
mewber for C.ermont has made an attack upon
the Government, and I think the Minister is in
order in replying to it.

Mr. Lesiva : He is making an attack on me;
his reflections are of a personal nature.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
“How the galled jade winces.” He bad said
nothing which justified the use of the word
“diatribe ” by the hon. member for Bulloo.
TMr.J. LEany: You are always classing myself
and the hon. member for Clermont tugether.]
He had an admiration for the hon. gentleman’s
undoubted ability—he had his defccts, but un-
doubtedly he was aman of distinct ability ; and he
must congratulate him on having for a brief
period been a kind of magnet to a ** will o’ the
wisp ” parliamentarian like the hon. member for
Clerraont. However, he rose to deal with one
or two remarks which fell from the hon. memher
for Bulloo, but before he did that he would just,
by wuy of farewell—(laughter)—deal with the
hon. member for Clermont. [Mr. JENKINSON :
You cannot shake him off that easily.} [Mr.
Lesixa: I will hang on unril I see him out-ide
this House driving alorry for a crust ; that is all
he is fitted for ; he will never make half a crown
at the bar.] Thatis very hard. (Laughter.) He
had had it thrown in his teeth before that he
had made unduly large sums at the bar, although
he felt he never made one-half as much as he
would have Jiked. Now he was said to have
made nothing! The bon. member for Clermont
opposed the construction of this line chiefly on
the ground that it was not going to pay. He
reiterated that over and over again, and said we
were throwing the money away, and appealed to
his political leader on the other side in his
remarks, (Liaughter.) He appealed to the
memory of hon. members as to whether during
the last two or three days they had not heard the
hon. member, with great emphasis, laying down
the principle that it was absolutely fallacious to
attempt to gauge the value of a railway, by the
question that he reiterated to-night in regard to
this line, as to whether it was going to pay or
not. He said that lines would pay indirectly by
numerous indirect channels which were not
visible in the ledgers of the Railway Depart-
ment, [Mr, Lesina: All other things being
equal.] And he came forward to-night, with
even amore lightning-like change than ordinarily
distinguished him, and took an exsc'ly opposite
line of criticism with regard to this railway.
What was wrong with this railway in the eyes
of the hon. member was that it proc eded from
the Government ? He would leave the rank and
file of this new party and go to the head of the
party, the houn. member for Bulloo. [Hon. R.
PrILe : This is burlesque.] The hon. mwember
for Bulloo was in an embarrassing position,
because if he hit out too hard at the Govern-
ment on this railway he was striking against
himself and hitting some of his own side.
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But if he had understood him correctly, he had
based whatever adverse criticism he had to make
to this proposal by comparing it to Western
lines, and basing its capacity for paying on the
fact that it would rnn through pastoral country.
{Mr. J. Leany: I did not pus it that way.] He
was not prepared to deny the correciness of
what the hon. gentleman said in that respect,
and it was quite possibleif thisline was estiinated
as a purely pastoral line it might not pay. But
this line was not a Western line ; it ran through
a vast area of country which would be exceedingly
useful to the Lands Department in the immediate
future. Although he was speaking as a member
of the Government, hebhelieved that one criticism
more than another which might be brought
against their railway policy for this session.

was that on the surface there was apparently an
ignoring of the necessity of building short coastal
Tines. [Mr. Lesiva : The main features of all
the lines are that they are in Ministers’ electo-
rates., You have not explained that yet.]

The CHATRMAN : Order! I must ask the
hon. member for Clermont not to persist in
interjecting while the Minister for Lands is
gpeaking.

Mr. LEsiva:
Jection.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. niem-
ber has made a dozen interjections, and the
Minister for Lands did not interrapt hira while
hs was speaking himself,

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC LANDS:
This line could not be considered on the same
basis as a Western line, because there was a
great area suitable for close settlement. During
the past few weaks he had had inguirers from
New South Wales saying they had had a good
account, of the country between Warwick and
Goondiwindi, and wanted to know what chance
there was of making a livelihood on the land. He
told them that thers wasas good country there as
in any part of Queensland, but owing to its re-
moteness it offered less opportunities for settle-
ment than other parts. Since then this railway
had come on the board, and he welcomed the
probable construction of the line, as it would
put some thousands of additional acres at his
disposal which he would be able to put be.
fore the applicants from the south, and soon,
he hoped, before men coming from overseas,
amongst which they could Imake their choice as
localities in which to settle. [Myr. J. LEAHY :
How long is it till the next eleciion?] He was
not aware of the relevancy of the interjection.
There were atiout 1,000 square miles within the
sphere of influence of this preposed railway
which weve available for settlement. [Hon. R.
Pame: How much of it is good 7] A greatdeal
of it was good. Before the end of 1908 there
would be about 500 more square miles available.
1f they were to attempt by direct meaus to ascer-
tain whether the line was going to pay, thty
had to remember the pastoral leases in the
neighbourbood, and the grazing farms, and
when the periodical reassessments of these
areas came round, if the Land Court did
their duty, as he boped they would, they would
have additional rent from the owners of that
country owing to the proximity of the railway.
The hon. member for Bulloo said it was all very
well to say they were going to build this railway
through country which was purely pastoral,
although some of the country thirough which the
line pas ed was fit for agriculture. The hon.
member also said, “ Look at the Darling Downs
and you will see sheep running to-day on places
just the same as they ran there befare there were
any facilitiesat all.” [Mr.J. LEauy: Yes;ina
good many cases.] But within the last twelve

I have only made one inter-
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months the Darling Downs had been undergoing
a state of rapid transition, and so had other parts

of the country. Auy man who knew what was
going on could see that in the immediate future
the Davling Downs was not going to continue to
be a sheepwalk., Apart from the Iarge holdings,
the disposition now was to breed lambs for
export. These areas wonld nnt be kept as asheep-
walk just forthesakeof growing the wool. Within
the last thres months—or even within three weeks
—-he had examples of country which for years on
the Northern Darling Downs was considered
second and third class pastoral country that no
man would look at. Yet he was now negotiating
—and had almost completed those negotiations—
for getting that land taken up under the agricul-
tural sections of the Lands Acts, and getting it
taken up by thousands of acres. It was not in
that part of Queensland alone that this was
being done. It meant that they were getting
new blocd, with new ideas, into the country;
and these men were showing the people here
that the land, which had been lying idle, and
supposed to be useless, had really a virtue in it
hitherto unsuxpected o it would be in eonnec-
tion with the land on the route of this railway.
What he rose chiefly to point out was that, as
Minister for Lands, he walcomed the additional
area of land that he was going to get by means
of this railway for close settlemens. If they
looked at it from that point of view, and con-
sidered the people they expected to settle on
the adjacent areas there, it was well worth
while building this railway.

Myr. LESINA: The Hon. the Secretary for
Public Lands was in the habit of frequently
geting uplately and referring to the hon. member
for Bullon, Mr. J. Leahy, as his (Mr, Lesina’s)

leader. There was no cornection with the hon.
member for Bulloo and himseli any more
than there was between ordinary members

of the Chamber. It was a cheap and cynical
kind of way the Secretary for Lands had of
repeating this thing until it became indecently
bare. He (Mr. Lesina) bad ro leader at all.
He had been asked by bhis organisation to
repudiate the leader of the Labour party because
he bad allowed the Government 10 sell lands and
introduce syndicate railways. He did not go
that far, but he had no leader at all, and in
these matters he acted solely upon ’his own
initiative. [Mr. Kgrr: I do not want you.]
He was guided by his common sense in com-
menting on matters that came before his notice.
The Secretary for Lands considered himself a
free lance when he was following the hon. mem-
ber for Bulloo, but in a less worthy cause than
his (Mr. Lie-ina’x). He was not after a portfolio,
like the hon. gentleman was, and that hon.
gentleman would never have got a portfolio if
he had not ““turned dog” on the men whose
money he spent before he joined the Parlia-
mentary Labour party.

The CHAIRMAN :
ber must not impute
members.

Order! The hon. mem-
motives to other hon,

Mr. LESINA : He was not imputing motives.
He was stating facts, He did not oppose the
railway because it was not going to show a profit
as a railway itself, because 1t might pay in other
directions. The becwtan for Lands said the
opening of the line would make many thousands
of acres available. Available for what—for
selling?  The Secretary for Lands, who got
up with such a flourish of trumpets te crush
him (Mr. Lesina), forgot to answer the point
which he raised—that this railway would be paid
for out of land sales. He did not touch on trat
point at all, and no other Minister would touch
on it, because it was true. That was a policy he

Mr. Lesina.]
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would not support, and he was consistent in oppo-
sing it. If there was anything radical introduced
by the Government he would support it, and if
thers was anything conservative he would oppose
it. His organisation at Clerment had carried a
resolution which was practically a slap in the
face for all those who wanted to injure him by
the things they saild about him. Anosther point
which the Minister did not touch that be raised
was that practically every railway proposal was

in the constituency of a Minister,
[10.830 p.m.] or in an electorate in which a

Minister was interested politically.
The Minister, in introducing these propusals,
did not even say that he regretted that there was
not sufficient money to go on with any of the
other railways—railways that were passed years
ago, and nothing was heard of them now. Yet
the Premier deliberately used his position as a
Minister to take the loan funds from the railways
that had been authorised, and expend 16 in his
own cons ituency, and there was no protest
raised against it except his (Mr. Lesina’s), And
becanse of that, up jumped the Minister for
Lauds in arns to deal out ““stoush” to him for
holding opinions contrary to the members of the
Cabinet.

Mr. KERR: It was amusing to listen to the
member for Ciermont.  Those who had been in
the Chamber since that hon. gentleman had
become a member would know that he atiacked
everyone he possibly could.  The hon. member
was very thin skinned that his name should be
coupled with the hon, member for Builoo. To use
the hon, member’s eloguent phrase, he dealt out
“stoush” to everyone else, but he did not like it
when it was dealt out to himself, The hon,
member said that he had been asked by his con-
stituents to repudiate him (Mr. Kerr). He
thought that both his private life and his public
life was a little above that of the hon. member
for Clermont. He wounld be quite willing to
stake his reputation against that of the hon,
member at any time.  If his reputation would
not stand the light of day against that of the
hon. member for Clermont, then it was time he
was wiped off the face of the earth. If that hon.
member wanted to deal out “‘ stoush,” he would
tind that others conld deal it out to him.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I did not hear
the hon. member make any personal allusions to

ou.

v Mr. KERR: The hon. member said he was
asked by his organisation to repudiate him (Mr,
Kerr).

The CHAIRMAN: It was in a political
sense.

An HonoURABLE MeMBER: He spoke meta-
phorieslly.

Mr. KERR: There was an interjection made
about his selection. It was true that he was
interested in a selection 15 miles from Jundah
and 40 miles from Stonehenge. It was said that
the proposed railway went as far as the sliprails
of his selection, bat he could assure hon. mem-
bers that it was 60 miles from bis selection.  He
would challence any me-mber to prove that he
had any infineuce in geiting any purticular rail-
way put on the Mstimates at the present time.
He was going to support the proposal before the
House, When it was proposed to build the
line from Warwick t» Thane’s Creek he opposed
it beeause the Commissioner reported against it,
The then Commissioner for Rallways, Mr. Gray,
reported against 1t. The only railway in the
batch which were proposed at that time which
he reported favourably upon was the line from
Dartmouth to Ssonehenge, but the Upper House
threw it out. If it had been built then,
hundreds of thonsands of sheep would have
been saved during the drought. The present

[Mr. Lesina.
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Comumissioner reported favourably upon the
Goondiwindi line. The speeches of hon. mem-
bers showed that New South Wales was extend-
ing her railways to the Qneensland border, and
that it was Imperative that Qneensland should
extend her lines in order to retain to the State
the trade that legitimately belonged to in. He
believed the raile ay ought to be built. e was
not in a posiiion to say whether it would pay
interest, as he had not been cver the country
and knew nothinvg but what was contained in
the Commissioner’s report with respect to its
capabilities ; but, with a view to securing trade
which belonged to Queensland, he intended to
support the resolution,

Mr, J, LEAHY : The Secretary for Lands
cammenced with innuendo and wound up with
abuse. Abuse was not argument, and innuendo
always appeared to be cowardly. The hon.
member adopted a rdle that was frequently
adopted of late on the other side, and coupled
his name with that of the hon. wmemher for
Clermont. He had nothing to do with the hon.
member for Clermont, and never had had any-
thing to do with him. If the hon. wmember
wanted advice from him he was perfectiy pre-
pared to give it, but he did not think the hon,
mewber was likely to ask him for advice. There
was oue thing about the hon. member for Cler-
mont, and that was that when he wat in
opposition he was the brilitant leader of the
Liabour party, and recsived acclamation on
several occasions. Wi'h regard to the Secre-
tary for Luands telling the hen. veember to come
over and =it hehind bim (Mr. Leahy), after
first denouncing him, if the bon. member for
Clernyont did come over and sit behind him, he
would not be in any worse position than the hon.
gentleman himself, who used to »it behind him.
He did not kuow whether the hon. member for
Clermont was guilty of all the things he was
charged with by members on the other side, but
he could not be any worse thau the hon. zenile-
man when be vas sitbing behind the late Go-
vernment. He (Mr. Leaby) had never *‘ paired”
with the hon. member for Clermont when Minis-
ters wanted his sapport very badly, and ata
time when the hon. mewber for Clermont was a
political ““dead head.” The hun. gentleman
‘paired ” with the hon. member for Clermont
and helped to put the Ministry out of office.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
vose to make a personal explanation.  T'he hon.
member was endeavouring to lead the Com-
mittee to helieve that Le ““paired ” with the
hon. member for Clermont, knowing the hon.
member to be away, and, therefore, a political
““dead head.” [Mr, Kgrr: You did not,] The
statement was absolutely untrue. (Hear, hear 1)
Furthermore, if the hon. member for Bulloo was
trying to lead the Conumitiee to believe that he
did a single thicg to help to put the late Govern-
ment out of office he was saying soinething that
was equally untrue. (Hear, hexr!) [Hon. R.
PriLp: You left your *“pair” with the leader of
the Labourparty.] Absolutely untrue.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. J. LEAHY : If the Secretary for Lands
said that he did not know the hon. menyher for
Clermont was in Adelaide, he accepted his
word., The fact remained that the hon. mem-
ber for Clermont was in either Adelaide or Mel-
bourne. [The Trrasvrer: He was in neither
of those places. ]

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I hope the hon.
mermber wiil not discuss that question. It has
nothing to do with the question now before the
Committee, and I do not think the hon. member
is justified in making the charge he is now mak-
ing against the Secretary for Lands.
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Mr. J. LEAHY ought to be the judge of that
10 some extent. At all events, he was not going
to dwell upon it ab any greater length, but he
thought he was ¢ntitled to reply to the remarks
of the Secretary for Lands in first denouncing
the hon. member for Clermont and then teiling
him th his proper position was behind him
(Mr. Leabv).  Was not that a reflaction on him ?
{The SECRETARY rOR PuBLIc Laxns : You know
perfectly well it wis not. ]

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. wmember has
now replied to the remarks of the Secretary for
Linds, and I hope he will not pursue the matter
any further.

Mr. J. LEARY : With regard to political
gonsivtency, about which they had heard so much
lately from the Secretary for Lends, if a cable-
gram appeared in the papers to-morrow annonne-
ing that King Peter of Servia had delivered a
lecture dens uncing regicide, it would be pretty
much the same as for the hon, gentleman to
denounce politieal inconsistency. [Mr. Kurk:
You ought to be a judge of that. What about
Dickson?]

Mr. MAXWELL: The question of the ““pair”
between the Secretary for Lands and the hon,
merher for Clerm nt had cropped up many
times recentlv. Well, he was responsible for
that, and he had no hesisation in sayving that he
woula have “paired ” anyone on that oceasinn,
IThe SECRETARY ¥or PuBLIc LANDS (ad:iressing
Mr. J. Leahy): You are bound to withdraw
af er that explanation. I had not the slightess
knowledge of it.]

The CHATRMAN : Order!
members to mantain order,

T appeal to hon.

Mr. J, Lrauy : If you stopped the Secretary
for Lands, there would be no trouble,

The CHAIRMAN : T would remind the hon.
member for Burke that he is not speaking to
the question before the Committee. It he wished
to make a personal explanation, he should have
asked leave.

Question pnt.

Hox, R. PHILP thought it was time this
matter was stopped. The Premier was respou-
sible for all the washing of dirty linen they had
that evening, ’

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Hox. R. PHILP : e was there till half-
past 11 the other evening over a similar thing
—{The SroRETARY For HRatLwayvs: That is

unfair,}—and atter be went awuy the hon,
gentleman brought on ancther moatter,  The

night had been wasted by the hen. gentleman’s
own supporters.  And for the Secretary for
Lands, ot all men, tolecture mewbers on political
morality, wh n they now found out that he went
into the country, and insteud of leaving his
“pair” with his own party, he left is with the
hon. member for Burke—a member of the Oppo-
sition ! [Mr. Maxwerr: No.l He protested
against this business. After this was done, he
supposed the Secretary for Railways would bring
on the railwsy to Stonehenge, [The Sgcrutanry
ror Rarnways: No. am going to ask tie
House to adjourn when this resolution is passed.]
They were all tired of this display from the
Ministerial henches, but the Secretary for Lands
should be the last member of the Committee to
lecture any oxie with regard to political morality.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not justified in making personal remarks,
No reference has been made to the hon. member,

Hox. R. PHILP: Everyone had been talking
about everything but the question before the
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Committee. The leader of the Labour party
was talking about the Stonehenge railway all
the time aud replying to his followers.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber for Barcoo was churged by the hon. member
for Clermont with having used undue influence
in connection with the Stonehenge rallway, and
1 think that was his reason for referring to that
railway.

Hon. R. PHILP : Every hon. member ought
to be allowed to speak as he liked if the Chrair-
man allowed one hon. member to do so. The
whole debuate had been out of order.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member is
entirely wrong in making a charge of thut kind
against mme. 1 have not allowed hon. memnibers
to speak as they chose. 1 have kept them within
the limits of the debate.

How~, R. PHILP : The hon. member for Cam-
booya spoke for an hour and a quarter, and
nobody understood what he said.

The CHAIRMAN : T allowed the hon. mem-
ber for Cambooya to speak with reference to a
railway in his district because it was an alterna-
tive route to that yroposed in the resolution now
before the Committee, and I considered his
ren’mrks were I'@it‘vllnt} on that account,

Hox. R, PHILP did not think anybody else
did.  The Treasurer ought to have something to
say about this ralway, bocause five years ago he
treated them to a lecture on the iunnorality of
building is. He (Mr. Philp) intended te sup-
port it because he was resp usible for building
the first section, and, having gone so far, he
thought tt.e lae should be continued to Goondi-
windi. The Secretarv for Lands informed themn
that there were 1,000 square mies of country
lying vacant. The hon. gentieman ought to tell
them why that land was vacant.  Waus that the
sort of country they were asked to build a rail-
way to? [The SkCRETARY ror Punric LLANDS :
There is a lot of vacant country in Queenslund at
present because there is no stock.] The Com-
mittee had been treated with scant courresy in
the matter of information. They should have
been supplied with reports from agricultural
experts as to the chavacrer of the lund. The
Premier had allowed his followers to get up one
after another and talk about everything but the
railway.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Hox. R. PHILP : He hoped this would be the
last of this sort of business. [The SECRETARY
ror RaTLways: You know I am not respounsible
for XC]

Mr. MAXWELL
personal explanation.

The CHATRMAN : Is it the pleasure of the
Committee that the hon. member be heard?

HoxoUrrRABLE MENMBERS: Hear, hear!

Mr. MAXWELL: At the time the stamp
duty preposals of the late Government were
brought in, the hon. member for Bundaherg and
he were walking up (3eorge street one night, and

asked leave to make a

Messrs, Bell and Denham were in front of
them. At the corner of Queen street Mr. Bell

said he wanted to go away to some place, and
he would like if a “ pair” could be obtained for
him. Mr. Denham asked him (Mr. Maxwell) to
get a  pair” for Mr, Bell, and he s»id he would.
At that time the hon. member for Clermont was
either in Sydney or on the road to Sydney. He
believed the present Home Secretary sent the
hon. member a telegram to Wallangarra—[Mr,
Krrr: Hear, bear !]—to get bhim to come
back for the division, and he (Mr. Maxwell)
was of opinion that the hon. member for Clermont
would be back for the division. He thought it

Mr. Mazwell.]



1638 Suspension of Standing Order. [COUNCIL.]  Albert River, Etc., Bill.

would be quite safe to ““pair” Mr. Bell with
Mr. Lesina in the interests uf the party, even if
the hon. member for Clermont did not coms
back., Mr. Bell came to him afterwasrds and
said that he had worked a dirty trick on him in
“pairing” him with a “dead” man. He was
not parcicular about that. 1f he thought the
party would gain something by * paiving ” him
with a “dead ” man he was prepared to do it.
[The SgcrrETARY ¥orR PUsric Laxns: It has juss
occurr d to me that T informed the hon, member
for Bulloo before I went away, and the hon
member acquiesced in my going.] [Me.
Leany: Yes; but I said, « Be sure and pair. ]

Question put and passed.

The Houseresumed. The CHAIRMAN reported
that the Committee had come to certain resolu-
tions.

The PREMIER moved that the resolutions
be now agreed to.

How. R. PHILP : Do I understand that the
hon. gentleman is not going on wlt] the other
resolution to-night ¢ [The bthEl‘ARY roRr RalL-
ways: No.] This is the only business? [The
SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : Yes.]

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at 11 o’clock.





