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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL • 

. WEDNESDAY, 1 NOVEMBER, 1905. 

The PRESIDING CHAilniAN (Hon. A. Norton) 
ook the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PAPER. 

The following paper, laid ot1 the table, was 
>rdered to be printed :-Repmt of the Engineer 
'or Harbours and Rivers for the year ended 30th 
rune, 1905. 

P:B;TITIONS. 
METROPOLITAX HosPITAr.s Bn.L. 

HoN. :B'. H. HART pre,ented a petition from 
;he council of the city of Brisbane setting forth 
·easons why the Council should amend or reject 
;his BilL 

Petition read and received. 

Petitions of" similar purport and prayer were 
presented by the HoN. A. J. THYNNE from 
the council of the city of Rout h Brisbane, the 
council of the shire of Oaboolture, and the 
cnuncil of the shire of Kedron; by the HoN. J, 
T. ANN EAR from the council of the town of 
\Vindsor and the council of the shire of Tin­
galpa; by the HoN. :F. T. BRE:t\TNALL from 
the C•lUncil of the shire of Balmoral, the council 
of the shire of Be!rnont, the council of the shire 
of Coorparoo, and the council of the shire of 
Stepbens ; by the HoN. G. \V. GRAY from 
the council nf the town of Hamilton, from the 
council of the shire of Toombul, and from the 
council of the town of Sandga.te; by the HoN. 
E. J. STEVJ:;JNS from the council of the shire 
of Beenleigh, the council of the shire of South­
port, and the council of the shire of N erar•g; by 
the HoN. F. CLEWETT from the crmncil of 
the shire of Redclifl'e, the council of the shire of 
Pine, and the council of the ,!Jim of Sherwood; 
by the HoN. P. MACPHEI{SON from the 
council of the shire of Indooroopilly, the council 
of the town of Ithaca, and the council of the 
shire of Enogg-era; by the HoN. B. B. MORE­
TON from the council of the shire of Cleveland 
and the council of the shire of Waterford ; and 
by the HoN. A. J. CARTER from the council 
of the shire of \Vynnum and the council of the 
shire of Yeerongpilly. 

Petitions received. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUC l'lON (Hon. A. H. Barlnw): I beg to 
move, without previous notice, that the Council, 
at its rising, do adjourn until to-morrow. 



The Late Hon. B. D. Morellead. [l NovEMBER.] Methodist Union Bill. 1379 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: Is it the 
desire of the Council thiit the motion be put 
without notice? 

Ho;-;oUHABLE GEXTLE>IE:"f : Hear, hear ! 

1,~uc:;tion IJUt and passed. 

ACTIXG CHAIRMAN OF Co:\11\IITTEES. 

Hox. R. H. Sl\JITH. 

The SEC1U£TARY :FOR PUBLIC IX­
STlUICTIOX: I also beg to move, without 
previous not.ice, that, for this day only, the Hon. 
R. H. Smith do act as Chairman of Committees. 

Leave to move without notice having been 
given, 

HoN. A. J. THYNNE: I have not much to 
Bay in npposib()fi to the proposition of _the 
Minister. I may hay that during- the late Hon. 
B. !!. 1\lorehead's i!l,w,s the Hon. 1\ir. Smith 
performed the duties of Acting Chairman of 
Committees with a great deal of sati-faetion to 
membet·s of the Council, but there is a feAling 
a1nnng somA hon. gentlernen that some Inember 
who has been longer in the House should be 
selected for the position. I merely mention this 
fact now su that when the l\llini.,;ter gives notice 
of a motion for the appointment of an Acting 
{Jha;rm:tn of Couunittees he ruay take it into 
~onsideration. 

THE LATE HON. B. D. l\lOR:b,HEAD. 

ExPRESSION OF SENSE OF l'CllLIC Loss. 

The SECRETARY EOR PUBLIC IN­
.:3TRt;CTION, in moving-

That this Council dcsirel" to expre~s and place on 
·:record i1:-; deep se11sc of tlH:l g-reat lJHblic loss sn~tained 
through ths detlth of' the late HonouralJle Bo.) d DunlolJ 
]Jore!JJ~ad~ 

'aid: I can add nothing- to what I said yesterday 
of the kindly g-ood fellow, if l may use the ex­
pre:-~sion, whn iLlS been rernoved from this world, 
and frmu our rr1id~t. I therefore cuutent myself 
:novv with tnoving the mntion. 

Eox. A. J. THYKNE: I can only say that I 
11tn thoroughly in accord with the propo-;ition 
made by the Minister. 'rhere is ver;· little for 
me to add to the expression I gave utteranse to 
yesterd"y of my deep grief for the hss of one 
whom I esteemed so highly. I cordiall0 mpport 
the rnntion. 

' HoN. P. MACPILERSON": I thank the 
jyiinister for the opportunity he has afforded 
Ine of joinin~ in this expre-;:':iion of sympathy 
and rqTRt. I hope the Hmme will hear with 
me if n1y utteran~t~ i::< Fnn1ewhat haltinQ". Onr 
departed friend, while still a verv young man, 
occuviPd a pnt'ition \vhich gave hiln a wide and 
comprehen;;;ive kn<nvlcrlge of the leading io<lnstry 
of Queensland, >llld which led to his taking an 
active pout in politics, and to hi~ ul. irnately 
attair1ing the highest office that any citizen can 
:reach in this comrnnnity~t.bat of Prernier of 
tho State. The lofty standard of hononr 
which he set for himself in the disch<trge of his 
public duties he invariably followed throughout 
his long business career, whether fortune 1-itniled 
Dr frovvned. G-Pnerous in hi<:; ilnpul.ses, warrr1 and 
sincere in his friendships, brigiJt, kindly, anrl 
cheerful in his intercourse, we shall all miss him 
sadly. [Honourable gentlemen : Hear, hear !] 
I can only add that he was of the salt of the 
earth. 

Hox. 1-'. CLEWETT: I feel a good deal 
oppressed hy the feeling that the hon. gentle­
man, whose withdrawal from this Chamber we 
deplore, will never again have the opportunity 
of taking part in the deliberations of this Coun­
cil. I cannot allow this occasion to pass without 

bearing my testimony of appreciation of the char­
acter of the late Hon. B. D. :\1orehearl. He has 
occupied conspicuous and important positiuns in 
the public life of this country, and it can be said, 
and I believe it will he said, that his desire 
alway8 was to b~~nefit the peop1P, and to advance 
the bmdness \vith which hu wa~ associated. I 
cannot expres" a~ I ~hould like to dn rny feelings 
on this occa-.ion, and I do not think that any­
thing we can say wnl do rnore than faintly 
expres.'::i our sPnRe of the loss we ha,ve sustained 
in the death of the late bon. gentleman, and of 
the regret we feel that we shall not again have 
the gratification and pleasure of seeing him in 
this Chamber. 

The PRESIDfl'~G CHAIRl\fAN: Before 
putting the ruotion, I should like, with your 
pernlis::;ion, to say a very few vvordR in addition 
to those which have already fallen from hon. 
gentlemen who have 'poken. [1:-Lnrour,thle 
gentlemen : Hear, hear!] The Hon. :Mr. More­
bead I claimed as " friend from the time we 
first became acquainted in politics in another 
place in the end of 1~78. Dming all the years 
which have elapsed since that time we had to 
work n1ore or le,..s together in cunnection vvith 
matters which c•mcerned the welfare of this 
State and the w>lfare of its pe"ple I have 
always thought of the late Hon. l\tr. 3t1on .. head 
with tlL: rno~t kindly feelillg-:;, hectt11H8 I believe 
he ahmvs strove to do the rluty which he had 
undert,l.ken to do :;,; a public rnan. On sorne 
occa~irms we differt~d, on 1nost occasions we 
agreed, and the rmmlt has been that throughout 
all tho:-:e twenty-seven years we have always 
n1a,intained a very sincere and genuine friend­
.ship. To n1e, it is a matter (,f great regret that 

we have lo;;t nne with whmn HO 
[4 p.m.] many of us have been ns"•ciated 

for so u1any ye~rsi and I feel it to 
be a duty tn m.v~elf, a::, well as to hi;;; mernory 
and to the friends who mourn his loss, to speak 
these fe .v words on the present r·.ccasion. 

Question put and passed. 

Amnmss OP CmmOLJ,~KCE TO EELATIVES. 

Th.e SECRETARY :b'OR I'UBLlC IN­
STRUCTIOX : I move-~ 

That the following address be fonvardf'd to J.1rs. 
Mord1c·tul by the Honourable the Presi<ling Chair­
llUlll :--

,, "~r, the mf'mher•« of thp, Legishtive Council of 
t2neen~lar~d. in l'arliam!mt as~cmble<1. desire to express 
onr deep ~ensn of the )!ri::'at lo8s wl11ch we Rnd the 
public of this State ll:n·c su~tained hy the lamented 
death of nn1r late buslJan(l, t.I!C IIotJ"urable Bovd 
Dun lop \IOr~~Iwad, who at 'ariou- periods of his life­
time oceupie<l tlw dh.tmgnis;he t p•'<;itions of iJremior of 
(Jneenslantl, TIICllllWl' or the Federal Council. rlele~mte to 
the Fcdcntl ConvPntion, reprPl'.entative of the GtWel'n­
mt'nt in tllis Cuunml, and Acting Cllait·man of Com­
mittees tllcrPoL 

''·we rl.esire to convey to You. to the childrPn, and 
relatives of the deee;!SCtl vg-putlernan, our Pl'ofound 
sympathy in this ben:avcmenL." 

Question put and passed. 

nlETHODIST UNIOX BILL. 

s~;coxD READING. 

HoK. ]<'. T. BREl\"l'N ALL: It is a matter nf 
sin cerA pleasnr~ to 1ne 1 hat I am able to rr1nve 
the second re>Lding of the .Methodist Union Bill 
without the proRpt·ct nf snch ~t~rious opposition 
to it as appeared to exist when I moved the first 
rr-dding- of the Bill. The difficulties have been 
removed out of the WJY by a series of friendly 
negotiittionR, and the duty of endeavouring to 
pass this Bill through Parliament hns, therefore, 
become very much more a~rteable. The Bill' 
has one primary and simple object. There are 

Hon. F. T. Brentnall.] 
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other suboidiary objects involved in the measure, 
but the main obj8cC of it is to give legal status 
and authority to a religious body c••n>posed of 
two distinct branches of Methodi-m which 
united at the end of the year 1SGG. The union 
of these two branches was secnrAd by rec:mrse 
to every method likely to give sanctiuu and 
validity to a movement o[ that kind. I am not 
going- to attempt to take up the time of hon. 
gentlemen this afternoon by talking any kind 
of Rentireent either a11out the irnvortance, or 
hon.our, or beauty of religion" unity, and that 
sort of thing, but I shall deal simply with 
the business matter plac"d in my hands. But, 
in order to show the imporhtnce of the Bill, 
there are some details to which I must refer. 
It was hrougi1t ont distinctly in the evidence 
given bef,,re the Select C•nnmittee that every 
precaution that wa~ possibiB was takPn to prove 
that the s:tnction given by the re"pective authori­
ties of the two churches wa" as complete as it 
could he. It is, perhaps, needless to go into 
the details of those tran,actions-they would 
probably be tedious to hon, gentlemen, and any­
body who wishes to inform himself on the 
mat~ter can do so by even a cursory perm;al of 
the evidence hken before the Select Con,mittee. 
It may snffice to say that before any definite 
steps were taken locally, the sanction of the 
leg-ishtive authorities of e"ch church was ob­
tained. The \Vesleyan ?>Iethodist branch of 
Methodisrn is affi,iated witl1 the British \Ves­
leyan 11ethnrlist Cnnference, and the P1imitive 
Methodi:-;t ConrH"xion was a tni8flion branch of 
the Primitive Methodist Connexinn in Great 
Britain. There was no UPCes~ity for any 
appe"l to be made to the W esleyan 1\Ietho­
dist Conference in England, becanse full power 
had, by special legislation, been conferred 
some years ago upon the \Vesleyau JYietho­
diot churches in Auslralia to legislate for 
th~-'m~elveF;, and to crmdnct their own affairs. 
But the snprerne authority in what was then the 
Au•t.rahsian \V '"lPv<tn lYiethodist Church was 
the Triennial Genera,\ Conference. In e.1ch State 
there was the annual conference, but once in 
three ye:u., representativ· R of thPse annual con­
ferences, inclnsi ve nf X ew Zr?aland, mf't for 
legi•hti,-e purposes. The annua,l conferences nf 
the States a.re tnainly ad1ninistrative in their 
fnuctions. Of cour0e, it devolver1 upon the 
\Vesleyan :\Iet.hndist Conference of Queensland 
to take the initiative in this Tlle:ttter of uninn, 
and also upon the conference of the Primitive 
Methodist Omnexion in Queensland to accept 
overtures that were macle to them, and both 
cordmlly entered into the first discussion of the 
project, As far bick as 189~, the Triennial Con­
ference of \V esleyan :\Iethodism drafted a plan 
of union, and recommended the union of the 
churches throughont Australasia, Pursuant to 
that, steps were trtkeu in QueenslaPd to bring 
about the union of the two branches here. Un­
fortunately, in years gone by, the tendency 
was rather to divide thau to unite, and in 
some parts of Australasi>t there were no less 
than four diffGrent :-<ections t'f \Vhat i.-; com­
monly regarded ao Meth,dism. Thel3ible Uhris­
tian Church W:tR 8trong in South AnRtralia, 
and the lcree 'Methodist Church strong in =" ew 
Zealand. These h'we come into the union in 
those respective States. But the only two to 
uuite here in Queensland were thme to whom I 
h::tve referred-the VVe;;leyan ::Vlethod ists and 
Primitive Methodists. The evidence shows how 
ca•>tiously, consecutively, and effect.ively the 
different stages were reached. There was first 
the permission given by the Triennial General 
Conference of the \Vesleyan Methodi"ts; then 
there was the pass"ge of a resolution by the 
'conference of tbe Primitive l\!Ie·.hrdist'" here, 
which was sent for sauction to Great Britain, 

[Hon, F. T. Brentnall. 

and which sanction was obtained ; and the evi-­
dence given to the Select Committee seems to 
me to be cmnplete-it interlinks into the 
strongest possible chain. Evidence was taken 
fr~·nl the J:{ev. Dr. Yonngman, who at the 
first conference after union was pre,ident of 
the United Confet·ence, and the Rev. \Villiam 
Powell, who was president of the Primitive 
Methodist Conference in the year in which the 
pl~n of union was signed. Before that plan was 
adopted, and officially assented to, and signed, 
the n1ain queRtion of union or no union wa:.; ~ub­
mitted to a referendum, with re[<ard to which I 
sh,uld like to make the following explanation : 
Direction was given that each annual conference 
should invite other Methodist b dies to join in 
creating, within its own bounds, a Federal 
Council in furtherance of union-which was done 
in Qn> en.,land-and it was further re>ol ved th<tt 
an atfirmative vote on union should be at least 
a two-thirds majority in the final vote of the 
annual conference. Pursuant to this resolu­
tion, the :Federal Council was duly constituted 
by the IV esleyan Methodist. Church in Queens­
land and the Primitive Methodist Church in 
Queensland. The Ji'ederal Council prepared 
a p1an of union on the Raid constitutional 
basis which, on being submitted to the mem­
berR, comn1unicants, quarterly n1eeting:'", and 
trustees of the vVesley:tn Methodi"t Church, 
was carried by an overwhelrning nmjority. 
rpon being submitted to the mernbc n; aud 
communicants of the Primitive Methodist 
Church the voting was-For, 1,287; against, 
275; neut-.rRl and nnretnrned, 1/8. Kow, I 
mention that to show that the project of union 
was not solely an official one, hut that it was 
suhmitted to the people themselves, wbo were 
aRked to s:ty HYes'> or "Non aR to whether 
further steps shoulcl be taken to bring union into 
cont<nmmatinn. The official decision waR taken 
in the conferences in 1RD7. That also is sum­
m:nised in this way: At the annual confer­
ence of the \Vesl,:ymJ Methodist Church in 
Queensland, held in 1S!J7, it was resolved that 
union should be effecterl between the \Vesleyan 
Methodist and Primitive M~thodist. Churches 
on the 1st January, 1808, in accordance with 
a geneml plan of union prepared by the 
:Federal Council, and adopted by the various 
repre ,,entative assemblies of the uniting churches. 
At t.he aonnttl conference that year of the 
Primitive Methodist Church a re~olution was 
carried in ta \·our (If immediate union, and the 
joint conference of delegates from each church 
rnet and agreed on the pla11 of union, which was 
duly signed on 29th December, 1897, by the 
presidents of the uniting churches. That was 
the Act of Union. Tbe following year a unitecl 
conference was held, when there were pre>ent 
representatives from the United Church, repre­
Sfmting what had heen the twn branches pre­
viously. Since that year, 1808, there has been a 
conference held each year, and this is one of the 
uoints to which I would invite the attention of 
hon. gentlemen. Each year there ha; been a 
confetence of ministers and lay delegates, in 
which some legi.~lation has taken place. Ministers 
have been appointed to charges-or circuits a.s 
they are technically called-and connexione1l 
funds have been administered, but up to the 
present no legal au•hority has been given to 
these actions by statute, This Bill is designed 
to make legal everything that has been done, 
because it hao been done in the interests 
of that b•·dY of Christians at large, and it 
should receive statutory authority, making 
every act of the conference legal. I may note 
that in other States of Australia, the union 
followed the lead of Queensland, Although 
Qneemland was the first to form a union, it is 
the last to obtain parliamentary sanction to 
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:t union. Owin~ to un:tnimity in the other 
State,, no difficulties or objectionR have 
been raised to h·gislation. In South Aus­
tralia an Act was obt:tined in lUOO; in Victoria, 
New South \V ales, and Tasm:tnia in HJ02; :tnd 
the qnestion might arise, Why has this delay 
t:tken place in Qneensland? That is a p~>int on 
which I wish to speak as delicately as I mtn, bnt 
it is necef:.srtry, in explaining the cause of the 
delay, that I should make some reference to it. 
Next month eight years will h>we passed away 
s1nce the bond of union wa.s Eigned. There 
was a point in dispute. \Vhat was that point in 
di-~pute? It was a, di~CUf".:Sion on the q nrsti\m of 
who constituted the Primitive Methodist Cor­
poration. Under the Religious and Charitable 
Institutions ... .\et of 1 his State, 1nany yrat'N ago, 
the PritUitive Methodist body in Queensland 
\Vas incorporated, and Ut1der the letters patent 
containing that enrpor;:~.~ion provision was tnad~?> 
for tru4 property, and all, or nearly all, the 
trust property was vestPd in the corporation 
of the Primitive Methodist Connexion. The 
que·:tion arose, after union had bE>.en completed, 
as to who constituted the corporation, and at 
this point I rnight remark that it was stutAfl to 
the S"elect UommitteP by thte Rev. 1\Ir. Powell 
-one of the ,vitnet,.:-;e :, and who, as I ha Ye 

sejd, was president of the Primitive Methodist 
Conferenu,~ in the year that union was agreed 
upon and signed-that :tlH,ut twenty-eight of tile 
ministers of th~t hodv joined the "Gnited Church, 
two went to England, and two stood out. The 
two who stood ont were the Rev. Mr. Bnckle 
1tud the Ilev. 1[r. Thatc ~er. AfLer the PrimiH 
tive l\Iethodi~t Conference in England hctd given 
its fur1nal ~unction to the union, and aur hurised 
the transfer of the properties held under the 
Primitive Methodist Corporation here to the 
union, the Rev. Mr. Buckle dropped ><ll his 
objections and came into the union, so the only 
outstanding rnini::;te.r who protBsted was the He\'. 
Thomas Thatcher. Now, the Ranction to the 
tran:5fer of pr11pE~rty was unqnestionalJly given 
by the Briti'h Conference of the Primitive 
:Methodist Church. There were some nmtters 
which strictly affected in a financial sense the 
ministers oi th(: churches, to which I need not 
refer here. TheY relate to one of the connexional 
fundtJ which p~ovides for the sn:;;tenance and 
rrwintenance of aged 1nir1isters \,-hen they are 
pat;t "vork, and for vvidows of ministers \Vho die 
in the work. SmHe other financial qnestions 
were nflicially di,cnssed by the Briti><h Con­
ference of Primitive "'Iethodism in the year 
1D03, bnt these matters were :tt length sati,fac­
torily disposed of, nnd in Septen1ber of t.hat year 
a formal con,ent to the tran,fer of all JH"")Jerty 
of the Primitive :\Iethodist Church in Qneens­
lanct te the Unit,ed Church was executed by the 
direction of the general committee, under the 
hall(ls of the pre>ident and secretary of that 
CJnference, and of the chairn1an and St>Cl't:'tary of 
the general conunittee, to whmn was deputed 
the nmuagement of connexionri.l affctir.-; frun1 one 
cunference i;o anotlwr during the intervt:ning 
twelve months. The schedule to that c•ms.ont 
includes the few ]•rotJerties herein referred to 
:tnd C>'ntained within what w:ts called the "Bris~ 
bane l!""""irst Circuit." ThHt docun1ent waR put in 
evidence, bearing the signatures to which I have 
refc·rred. Then, unforLunately, that vexed <]nes­
tion arose as to who constituted the corporation, 
and who had the power under the letters patent 
to transfer the progerty. The Rev. Thomas 
Thatcher, and some supporters of his, in what 
was known as the Brisbane Circuit-the Leich­
bardt tltreet Circuit-claimed to be the Primitive 
lYietbodist Corporation, and the twenty-eight 
mtntsters who had cmne over into the union had 
nothing whatever to do with the cnrporatiDn-it 
was solely :tnd entirely embodied in the persons 

to whom I have referred. It was that claim, 
and the leg-al proceedings thre~tened in come­
quence, that led to this long delay of eight years 
in any :tttempt being made to obtain p,,rliamen­
tary sanction to th::tt union. 1",here never were 
any differences as to dnclt ine, so that there is no 
analogv to the case that occurred more recently 
in Scotland. U ndnubtedly, there were some of 
the people who di,!Jked union, :tnd were indis­
po"ed to come into it. But, collaterally, there 
was the ownership of property. As I have 
st'lted, the day after the petition of the pre,ident 
of the united conference was presented by mys" lf 
to thi~ hnt~ourahle House two writs Wtn·e issued 
in c ~nneetion wtth the ownership of prope1ties. 
Ditfict1lties, therefore, aro,e. I re(jUested the 
appointrnent-, of the S.-:lt'ct Gorumittt>e with the 
object of taking evidencP, and being prepared 
with the report in ease rJeg\Jt]a.tions f11I' a frier~dly 
SPtr lement ~honld eventnat '. That obs~ruct ion, 
I n.rn thm1kfnl to Ray, is ended, and the owner­
shin of the propertie:) is no longer in qnPstion. 
.r\_n' agreement ha.~ bet'n drav,n up by which the 
O\Vner~hip of the properti· R it! hPncefonvard, 
undPr the provit·dons of the B ll now bt ft~rt: this 
House, t•> be vested in the United Church, and 
thet·e i~ to br~ no fur·tber oppo.-;ition to complete 
union. ~.Ir. Thatcher bim,elf retires alt .. gether 
from the lTnited Chnrch \V('rk, and will not 
enter the union. He h:-ts con:-:cientious reaRons, 
he tells u~-and we have a right to re:3pect :tny 
rnan's con::scientious reasnns, it does not rr1atter 
\\hPther we agree with hirn or not---he retires 
in a friendly spirit, and I beli"YC with a friendly 
di~position being r--hown to him, and on tern1s 
which are quite sati-fac•ory to both parties. A 
part o( the ;1gre~·rnent is that no obRtruction is 
to be l,ffpred to thii4 Biil, or to the inc1uswn of 
the Bri,be~ne Circuit in the United Uburc·b. I 
ha.ve n1a.de t.hP~e rernarks, hon. gentletnen, be­
cau~e I wi::sh you to understand the -position of 
the bw·3ineHf' at the present tinl8. All 1 hat is 
stated and all the emnnerations ,,f the dif­
ferAnt' stages taken, as prest·ntt'd in the pre­
amble of the Bill have been fully proved by 
the evidence taken by the Select C.mtmittee, 
and the committee are quite UD!'tnirnons in 
their report. The bt clau8e of the Bill is its 
short title, the 2nd c1au:3e is the intervrctation 
cl:tnse, :tnd the :Jrd is the ccntirmation of the 
union. That is the simple point to which I 
refer, bnt it i"l a point of very great importance 
to the United Church. 'l'hen, there is the nHme 
of the chu1ch, which has bt en eha.ng-ed from two 
de;:-;ilrnations to one-to be known bPnceforth as 
the i: l\Iethodist Church of A ustn,la~ia. '' By the 
5th cLJ.use, there is the necet~sa.ry cnnfirruati11n of 
the acts of the conferences which luve bcetn held 
in the interval since 1898 to the pre,ent time. 
Anybody C<mld call in question some elections 
that have bePn made to official po:-iitions, or the 
appointments to circuit charges, Ot' ev. n the 
disp(lSltion, IWl'lHlp:'i, uf Some of the COillH"'XlOllal 

funds-all these requite to he validated, and will 
he \alidated by this Bill should it pass both 
Hnu-es of Parli.ament. Then, cbuse G deals with 
the extension uf detiniti .. n of "church lanrts." 
There are some lands held on mining fields under 
peculiar tPnnre~, for exarnp1e, anti it is intended 
to have provi,i:m madr' by which it should be 
recognised that, no matter by whom those lands 
may be held, they shall be the lands of the 
unft, d church if they are acr1uired by the nnited 
church for churc;1 J>Ur!Joses. Then cl a me 7 deals 
with the trusts upon which all pr<lpertie" are to 
be helrl. The properties of the \V esleyan 
:Methndi,-t Church are held "n a tru,t sanctwned 
by legislation of thi"' ParliamPnt, knllWTI aR the 
""MethodiRt ChnrchPrnptrty Trust Deed." There 
ore two ActR, the 1S!J3 anrl 1905 Act-there will 
be, at least, if this should pass·-Jlnd under these 
trusts under the special Act, based on the Model 

Hon. F. T. Brentnall.] 
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Deed of the \Vesleyan Methodist Church, all 
the propertie., will be V<csted. The Primitive 
Methodist Church properties, which are now 
held nnder the seal of the corporation of that 
body as it nsed to exist, will come under the 
same Model Deed, and they will be all held 
under the same trns.t:.:; and for the sctme ohjects. 
Clause 8 deals with devises anrl lH-qnests that 
may hrwe been mRJe, or may be made hereafter 

-,,imply to show that r~lthongh 
[4.:lO p.n1.] some monFy may have been be-

. qneathed by /':iiJtnPbody, unknown 
to fnends or relatives, to tile \Vesleyan J\letho­
dist Ct1t1rch or the Primitive Methorlist Church, 
on tlw death of that person such beou"sts are to 
go into the 1J nited Church. The~ renHining 
clauses of the Bill are largely technical. The 
rights of trustees, by clause i 1 ~ :.tre preHerved~ 
and they are to be indewni!ied for anywing that 
ba~ been done in reg;Hd to the property~ since 
11n1on \Vas effee~ed. The 11ext clansA provides 
fnr the amenrlrnem of i:lchedn ''' I I. and IlL of 
the principa~ ..._-\.et, and then cnrnPs cl>!. use 1:3, as 
fnllovvs-an Important clanse to which a good 
deal of exception has been taken:-

. F-rom an<l after .t~w pns:'-ing of this -~et the Corpora­
tiOn of the Prmut1ve :.1Icthodi~t Oonnexion within 
Queensland shall be dee111ed to he <lissul\·ecl. 

So that no further qnestion will h~reaftor arise on 
that particular point. Th·• whole oft heproc•erties, 
as well as the whole of the people, will-s<> far as 
the peoplA f.Lre willing~-be n1ergerl. in the Uni!-ed 
Church. By clause 14 judicial notice is to be taken 
of the sign<1tures rewectively of the presirlent and 
secretP,ry for the time being of the General Con­
ference ,f the :Methodist Church of Austral<1.sia, 
and of the president and secretary for the time 
being of the Queensland Conference. Their sig­
natures are the official signatures to be attached 
to any documents emanatmg from either of those 
bodies. Under clauoe 15 the pre>ident of the con­
ference is to be the party to be sued or to sue in 
the caRe of anv leg-al proceedingFJ. 1l'hen follow the 
schedules. The First Schedule contains a nearly 
complete account of the properties held under the 
seal of the PrimitiveJ\IethodistChurch whieh are to 
be transftrred under the iVIorlel Deed of the United 
Cnurch. Then there are a few held under tenures 
peculiar to goldfields and mineral fields, of which 
I have already sp •ken. The Second Schedule is 
the Methodist Church Register for QDeensland. 
It 1_s Homewh<lt altered frmn the previonR regiHter, 
which bas been found Rolnewhat cn1nbrous and 
awkward, rt>cording pPrh?.ps nwre than i:::; nece~­
sary to be recorderl. The authoritieR wnnt p.1wer 
to. sit":plify it somewhnt. I now present the 
Btll wtth such explanation as I hove been able to 
make.of i~s c:m:ents to this Council, in the hope 
that 1t ':"11! tino. accep.t.ance, and will spredill' be 
pq,s~eJ tnrongh Its \anous F:tageo::, I beg- to uwve 
that the Bill be now read a second time. 

Ho~. :i\1. .TERSER: As " member of the 
Select CrrnnnitteP, I wi-=h to ',·t,y that the 
evidence adrl.ncPd appen.re to be ~onciusi\~Ply in 
fa.vour of the Bill. \VhPE the OtJposit.io:n 'vvas 
Withdrawn all reasons against it dlsapr;ean_,r]. 

Ho~. A. ,J. THYJ:\KE: I think the Hon<e i;; 
to hP congratnJate·i on the infnnnation which 
tbe Hon. Mr. Bmntnali has given us this after­
noon--in being l'Plieved practiJally of an:v PCC::t­

sion to go into thP. iten1s of di.-;pute or th.e diffi­
culties t]Htt bad ~ai'::len in the ma.tr.cr:'i dealt ,vith 
by the Biil. The people as,;ociated with the hrm. 
gen~·ernan are al~o to he congratulated on their 
hav1ng the gncd sense to cou1e to ·what is regarded 
by both pRrties es a satisfactoty and hnnnurahle 
arrange~;1er_1t.. In these tilnf-'s peoplf~ belonging 
to any Chnstmn Church cannot aff.,rd to w>1ste 
their energies or di>sipate their strength in 

[Hon. F. T. Brentnall. 

unneces~ary \Vrangl ing, and I am plPaseG to hear 
that this matter has been satisfactorily dealt 
with. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a second 
time-put and passed. 

Hox. F. T. BREl'\TN ALL : Should there be 
no n'jection-:,nd I understand the Secretary 
fur l-'llblic Instructiou, in his conrte~y, has 
none-I ,bou'd like to t2k" the Bill thr.>ngh 
committee. 'l1 here are not In:--my clause:-i in it,_ 
and if we could expe1~ite it.s pa-:sag8 by taking 
it thn,ugb connnitt'"e to-day it \vould have a 
much better chance, perh;ops, it: ;onother place of 
finding it;.;; \vay through. Being a private Bill,. 
it c:tnnot con1,_,. on nny d~y. [Honourable gentle­
men: Hear, bear !l 

Co;mH't"rEK 

Preamble postponed. 

Clause~ 1 to 3, inclusive, put and }Ja~sed. 

Clause 4 l""sed with a verbal amendment. 

Clauses :) to 1:'5, incluoive, and the schedules 
put and paosed . 

Prear11hle passed with a verhal amendment. 

The Council msnmed. The \U'IJXG CHAIR}!AN' 
reportEd the Bill with amendments. 

The report was adopted, and the third reading 
of the Bill made an Order of the Dav fo>:> 
to"rnorrow. 

LAND ACTS AMEKDYI:E::\'T BILL. 

REsc1a'TION oF Cmtl\II'rTEE. 

On clause 3-" ... .1,_rnendrnent of section 85-
aliens''-

HoN. T. O'SULLIVAJ\ said thi' clause wa~ 
rendered neeessary hy reason of the fact that the 
FedPral Legi~·:.l<tture now exercised ju.risdictiun 
with rega1 d t1) natnra.lisation, and under the 
Land Aet of 1897 it was a disqualilication for a 
selector if he was not naturalised. ..:-\.t that tirne 
an alien conld be naturalised without any delay, 
but now, un(ler the federal Jaw, he n1ust reside 
two years in the Commonwealth before he could 
be naturalised. As we expected to get seiectors 
fron1 Ji~nropP, it wa." desired to give tbern an 
opportunity of taking np land without any 
unnE-'CPE~;-;ry dPlay, hence tlle provision in clat1:-:e 3 .. 
The ,J a.panm~e Consul had, however, \vritten to 
the I>remier·, poiHting ont that as the clause 
stoorl, nw .. king the tet:.t onR in a ":European lan­
guage," it was an unfair di::;c;rhnination ~~gain::;t 
hici conntryn1en, who Wdre our allie~. To meet 
that objection he moved that thA words" any 
Europf- an langu3ge" be ornitted, \\·ith the vi-ew of 
inst->rting "snc:h language as the l\lirrit:~tE:'i' 1nay 
direct." 

Ho~. A. ,J. THYNNE reeogniseil that it wao 
nece~:--."lry to makA S•lmP- change in the l11'}.tter of 
the natnralisatinn qualification. becan.'-1e an alien 
had now to re.sidc withirt the c~~mmnnwealth at 
least t" oyears bt-f11re he brcame qualified for natu­
ralisation. He did not btlie\'e thRt thi, Stnte hfu-l 
ar1y ohjtJctlon to aliens con1ing- from :Europe 
becorni11g ~electors of lnnd, in the expectation 
that thf-y woul(l become naturalised when the 
specified time expin'd. _r\_ Jang-uagP t~Rt WCIS first 
arlnpicd in one of the South African i:ltate,, and 
it harl S'YJCe bPen adopted l<.Y the Comnwnwealth. 
This Bill proposed that the teHt ,huuld be in 
f'Orne .Enropean language. The amendn•ent. pro­
vided that the test. might he in "such language 
as the ::\1inister may direct." If the amendment 
were adnptPd, then it wonld be in the di~cretion 
of the M mister to say that aliens nf all kinds 
should become selectors and owners of property 
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in Queenshtnd, as he might direct that the test 
should be in the native language of the alien 
who was subjected to the test.. It would cer­
tainly make the clause very elastic, as under 
it the ~Iinister need only insist that " man 

coming to this country to take 
[5 p.m.] up land should pa-s the elemen-

tary test of writing fifty words 
in hi:-3 own lnngu;-1ge. This matter was one 
that required very careful consideration, as it 
ovened up the whole question of a "\Vhite 
Australia." He WitS harclly prepared, at .such 
short notice, to debate the question as fully 
as it ought to he debated. He spoke from the 
point of view of one \'\'ho had hopPd for ll1f'd)Y 

yen.rs to ~ee the prnportion of coloured alien~ 
in this State decrease gradually. He should 
not 11 ke b see "- very lMge increase in the 
percentage of people who had not yet become 
educated in our ideas of constitutional govern~ 
ment. Parenthetically, he might sily that there 
was hardly any State, even in the British Empire, 
that was in advance of .Japan as far us a con­
stitution was concerned. One of the mm;t 
extraordinar;v develnprnents in human history 
was that by which in the course of a few short 
years the feudal system, which had controlled 
the whole of .Japan, !Jacl b~en wiped out of 
existence, and by which universal suffrage had 
corne into force. The manner in which the 
principles of constitutional government had been 
asserted in the Constitution of .Japan wa.s worthy 
of study by the most advanced States in Aus­
tralia, or any other British possession. 'While 
saying this, he did not think the Committee 
were prepared that evening to di.scuss the very 
important questinn involved in the amendment 
in the manner in which it should be discussed-to 
discuss it in a way which would he satisfactory to 
the country n.nd worthy of the traditions of the 
Council. A question was opened llp which was 
worthy of a whole night's de hate, and he thought 
it shonld be raised in such a way as would afford 
hon_. ~·e?tlerilen an opportunlty of expressing 
the1r opmions clearly and definitely as to what 
should be our future ttttitude towards immigrants 
coming into this country. He ,-;hould like to 
know whether the J'dinister really desired to 
pre's the consideration of the matter that 
evening. 

The SECRETARY lWR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCT !OJ'\ said he was strongly in favour of 
a "\Vhite Australia," and be would point out 
thrtt before an alien could select land in (~neens­
land he would have to pass a test under the 
Comrr.lonwealth Innnigration Restriction ~..\et of 
1901, "hich provided that he must write "a 
passage of fifty words in length of rt :European 
language," as directed by the appoint•·d officPr. 
He was sorry to hear this JJlea for deLcy. The 
ses~ion \Vas running on, and thP only wa,y he 
could see to overcon1P the diffieultief.; sugg-estPd 
was to introduce a Bill one SPssion and pass 
it the 1wxt se.-.:sion. But was not this the .~im~ 
plest qne8tion in the world-whether the test 
was to lH~ in a European ]angnage or in a lan­
guage PeleutC'd by the lVIini-ter? That oureiy 
was a que<;:.tinn which thPV cnnld decide in one 
moment. [Hon. F. I. PolvEH: \Yhat ah,mt the 
aliens who are in here now? Thev have not 
passed the Comnwnwealth test.] ·The aliens 
whn were herP now h<-~d pa,<;:~Pd the Cnrnrnon~ 
w•-alth test. The (-iovennnent wen: (1nite pre~ 
pared to take rt division on the amendment. He 
real'y did not see how the Bill-; on the paper 
conld be passed thi>J se,si•m if they had the J>er­
petual delays which were asked for by hon. 
gentlemen opposite. 

HoN. A . .J. 'fHYNNE: He repudiated alto­
gether the sugge-tion that he bad any de,ire to 
delay business, rtnd he thought he had touched 

upon one of the most important points which 
could be brought up for consideration. The hon. 
gen:Jernan ftngot that even now there were incli~ 
c>etions of a possible altemtion in the present 
inHI1igratinn la,w of the OonnnonWE-~alth. .r\s the 
Hon . .J\lr. Ptnver suggested, there was a nurnber 
of aliens in the St«te at the present moment. 
The questinn not only n.pplied to people here 
in the St ~te, but pqsMib;y rnight and would 
;tpply to people who wnnld come iuto the States 
undur n.n alteration of the law proposed with the 
very s;llll8 nwti\·e u~ the hon gentlema.n had in 
his arnend1nent-out of reR11ec~ to the :->ensibili~ 
ties of onr ,Taranese allies. He clid nut think 
that there \Vas very rrulCh re:.tson to anticipate 
that a req nest made to remove the possi­
bility of Japml8se entering tl1e.se :\ustralian 
States would be nwt in a contPniptnons way 
by the Umnrannwealth Govern1nent; it would 
not becmne them to t!O receive it. rr1 he Cht:Lnge 
n1ight eon1e at any time, and onr land law 
would stand whether the change was made or 
not. \Ve had in delding- wit.h our lrgi,btion to 
consider not merrly the t>Xisting· circnrnstances 
of to-day, but the changes which !!light take 
place after the introdnction of these people into 
the Onrnmonwettlth, and it was not a mrttter of 
putting a propo~ition and calling for a, division 
upun it. The people of the State were entitled 
to call upon mernhero of the Houses of Parlia­
nient to exrre""~ their views as to the leading 
principles whid1 were revmded in thr,se important 
qm'"tions. It might not be known to many 
peopl& in Queensland- he was sure it was not 
known to a great many of them--that the Go­
vernment of Queensland, eight or nine years ago, 
came to an understanding with the .Jap>tnese 
Imperial Government on the cp:estion uf ~Japanese 
immigration to Australia. He thought it was 
a great pity that, the whole of the Comnwn­
wealth, instead of following th>tt wise and prac­
tical arrangernent, chose trl take an Pntire1y 
different course, and not so \vorthy as the one 
which Queensland foilowed. [Hon. 31. .JEl'SEN: 
'Vhat was your arnwgement ?] He wa~ glad 
that the hon. g-entlem,cn had asked the ques­
tion, because it indicated that the »rrange­
lnent ,,~as not known a,"; wi{lt>ly as it (mght 
to be, :tnd jnstified him in all,ding to it. [Hon. 
C. S .. \IcGHJE: It never was warle known.} 
The hon. gentleman was under a misapprehen~ 
sion in that rP8pect. It waR rnrtde known, but, 
like many other thingR, it \Vas not studied suffi­
ciently by the veople who had an interest in it. 
The ~Tapanc-;e treaty with G-reat 13ritain pro~ 
vided for free adnli . .;;sion into their rt>t'pective 
territ01 ies nf the people of their respective 
conntrie~·. Tt rP,,erved the right, to the aifferent 
self-g·e>verning States of the British :B;mpire to 
accept that treaty or not, ~s thev thought 
proper, so th:ct each of the Au,tralian States 
wa~ free, either to giYe itr; ab;..;;,~lute rt·''ient to the 
treaty on the f'itrne tPrmR a:-; Great Britain, or to 
nf'gotiate for nwdificat]IIIlR nf ir, apiJlicable to the­
condidons nf their rli(f'erenr. Statr>:-:. ~[lhe Go~ 
Yernment of Clnepnslancl, recogni"'ing that the 
feeling wa;; btrong tn kt>ep 1 he t)tate as far 
a~ po:..:~iille fo1· onr own 1-Jt-·ople and European 
rac~-~, stipnlatC'd for, anrl. through the ('iplornacy 
of Sir Hugh )Jel!:-'rm, the pre., ... nt Lien~enant­
Governm·~whose W(Jrk in the rr1a.tter he thought 
bad nevPr been properly a,ppreciatPcl by the 
people of thi~ country-:l. treaty was arranged 
between Quet>nsland an cl ~T•tpn.n l )y which it 
\vas agrt->ed tha,t no Japanec-e :snhjectR were to 
he arlmitted into Ctneensland except upon a 
,Japanese Impelial p~•sport. On the othH 
hanrl, the ~Japane--:e (}ovennnent undertook on 
their 1Jart that they \,·nn]d is . ...:ne no pass­
vnrts to any pt r :-;un:-; except tho:-:e who wen'\ 
either traveller ... , 8tudents, or per~~·ns engaged 
in rr1ercantile lJtus.uit:-::;, so that tr1-1de between the 

Hon. A. J. Thynne.] 
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two countries might be open and free. They 
undertook not to issue passports to any persons who 
camA in under the class of labourers or artisans. 
Queensland by her arrangement. with Japan 
secured the prvtection which her people desired 
against any undue influx of the cheaper labour 
from ,J armn to enter into competition with our 
own people, but prP,erved the right to the in­
dustrial S'udent or tmveller who wished to seek 
information, or the merchant who wanted to buy 
'OUr goods or sell u:;:; their nrodnct~, to come here. 
This arrangement put QnPeneland and Japan 
upon a most frienclly relatinnship, and enablo:l. 
the Japanese Government to keep their own 
arti,ans and labourerd at home as they did not 
wish t<> lose them, and protected Qneen,lancl from 
an undue influx of lahonr. [Hon. C. S. :YicGHIE: 
They came here all the Shme.] The hon. gentle­
nlan waR again mistaken. ]1-,or a few n1onthR,., 
until thB RY:-i1 en1 got into proper working order, 
thPre were sorne instanues in which men pro~ 
duced pas<ports who belonged to the labouring 
or arti~an class, but on a retninder from the 
Queensland Government the system was made 
complete, and the i'me of passports to people of 
that class discontinued entirely, and had not 
bePn resntned since. To-clay, of all the States 
there were none regarded in so friendly or 
kindly a light in the ,J apan'"'C Empire as 
Queensland, and if there were any question of 
preference of trade or desire to do business 
betwePn New South \V alA.~, "'Victoria,, or Cl,tH·ens­
land, Queensland would get the benefit, How 
did the matter come in with n;ard to this? 
~..\.ssurning, as he b~'lieved would l)e the ca~e, as 
there were indic,ttions of it now that the Com­
IIlOn\vealth Government would come intn line 
with the policy adopted by Qneensland before 
federation, "hat wonld be the c<ttitude of Queens­
land in reg,ncl to her land? This was a 8erions 
and iulportant question, and one which could 
not be dealt with on the spur of the moment. 
He hoped he had made clear t•> hnn. gentlemen 
that it was not for purposes of delay that he had 
snoken, but to get the be't work out of the 
IIouse in conRidefing an in1portant qum;tion of 
future p ·l•cy he had alluded to. 

HoN. :VI. Jl~XSEX: If there was likely to be 
a change in the Conllnonwea.lth law on this 
subject, would it not be advi,ahle to pass the 
clause \vith the Hon. IYir. 0'8ullivan's an1end­
ment, because the lVIir1isttr would no doubt 
adr~>ioister the Act in accordance with public 
opinion, whereas the clanse, as at present, 
co11ld not b~ in accordance with C n1nnnnweaJth 
legisl:ttiou? Surely the Minis• er for Lanrls for 
the time ht'ing might be trasteri to adrniniliter 
the clanse in acc~~rdance with public opinion. 

Hox. J. C. HP~USSLER remembered many 
years Hgd th(n1""a 11dH of Europeans coming tn this 
country, and hr~ in fact, wa ... appoint.rd official 
agent on the cuntinent. 11f Enro}w. The pe•lple 
he brought out werP chi1,fly (Xermanf; and ScnndiM 
navian.-.. He Ct'rtainly wuul'l not like to ::;:ee any 
amet!dn1ent which wonld have a. tf'ndency to 
harctf-H the per,ple who can1B herP, and it would 
not be fair. A_ ca.,u came under hi5 noticA where 
a Germnn in Xw.v SrlULh \Va'es W.J:-> r~:·J;::Pd to 
write fifty worils in Gri:-'Pk. HP did not underM 
stand how the Government cmtld 1 ake such a 
ridicnl~·n~ ~hp a . .., that. hnt it. had b ... ·en done. 
European immigrants ~honld be :-1~ked to v. rite 
out wonh; in tllPir O\Vll langnage. \Vt~ could not 
expect the class of people we wanted to 'et,tle on 
th•• lanrl in Queensland to have a high ecluca­
tion; they were chiefly f1on1 thP country, and 
had a fair elementary eclucati(Jn, which \' .. "<lS quite 
enough. He wonL:l iike to see these people pro­
tected under this Bill. 

HoN. A . • T. CARTER: Thev were indebted 
to the Hon. Mr. Thynne for 'having brought 

[Hon. A. J. Thynne. 

before them the contingencies which might arise 
if the amendment was accepted. The hon. 
gentleman had also referred to the statesmanship 
of our present Lieutenant-Governor, through 
which Japanese con lies were prohibited from 
coming here, while the intellectual portion of 
the community were permitted to enter, not for 
settl,ment, but for the purpose of making them­
selves acquainterl with Australia. It was now 
an accorn plishecl fact th>tt by that arrangement 
.Japan had given us the most favoured nation 
treatment, and Queensland was the only State 
where she could buy wool and various other 
things, which were admitted at a very much 
lower riuty than the pr»ducts of any other State. 
\Vhilst protectinf! ourselves ag-ainst the ''o-called 
J ap;-\nese invasion, we had extended our possi­
bilities of trade :tnd opened np a market which 
should be of ennrmon< advantage to Qneensland. 
As tn the amendment, he would like to :_.:ugg-est 
the insertion of the following worrls: ''or in 
the native lanf(uage of any of the allies or 
subjects of Greitt Britain, if the Minister so 
direct,," which w~>nld give the opp,>rtunity to 
any allies of Gre 1t B, itain, such as the Jnpanese, 
coming in under their ncttive hnguage if they 
required ; hut. frmn hi;;; experiencf-'_'. they were 
more proficient in the Eng'ish language than a 
go••cl m my of our Australian people. It wnnld 
a! ways then he open to the J'riinister, if he 
thought it inadvisable to admit certain people, 
not to extend that permi~sion. .Au5tralia was 

so isoh,ted, and the external pressure 
[ii.30 p. m.] of other nations WitS oo grh, t, that 

the time was rapidly coming when 
we should have to make up our minds to one 
thing or the other-either to open up the entire 
country to our fello\v-workf~n::: in the world, or to 
isolate ourselves n1ore absolutely than we had 
hitherto done, 

HoN. C. S. McGHIR: A very much more 
undesirable chtss than I 'bourers had found their 
way from .T a pan to Queensland. He was in 
,Japan himself fnrtv-fi ve years ago, a':d had 
watchen its career from that 'by to this, and 
was well aware that its progre.<s was unprece­
dented in the history of the world. :Notwith­
Rtrtnding that, it \Vas expre-·,ly laid do .. vn in the 
Constitution of Japan that no foreignerR should 
hold property in that country. \Vhy should 
they have all that sensitive consideration for 
the feelings of the .Japanese? He did not like 
the amendment, except that the In11nigration 
Re..:triction Act-) :;;o long a;,; it remained in force, 
would he n, Rafegn~r ,l, If thfl .. t \V a~ done away 
with, then, as the H<>n. 1\Ir. Thynne had pointed 
ont., there wot1ld he no safel(uard at all. They 
had certainly a right to protect thenoselveo, and 
it wos the expressecl wish of the people of 
the CommonwPalth that it should remain 
white. \Vith regard tn owning land, he was of 
opinion tha,t c6loured aliens should not be 
granter! all the privileges that people of the 
white Enrop"'an races werA entilled to, and the 
Common wealth naturali,ation laws were the most 
libeml of any kno",'' n in the world. 

HoN. T. O'SULLIY AN: It was incorrect to 
"ay that fort'ignel's were not allowed to hold 
land in ,Japan. They were allowed to have 
lea,eholth, but not freeh•dds. [Hon. A. J. 
THYNNE : That is the case with us, and with 
aliens all over the world.] The Hon. lYir. 
Tl ynne wa' under the impression that the 
amendment raised the very lmporktnt qnestwn 
whether Asiatic aliens could hold bnd in (~ueens­
land. It cl id not seem to him to rlo ,o, but if it 
did on Rdjonrnment of the question :vonld be 
justifhble. There was no party questwn a bout 
it. The object of the clause was to put a 
weapon in tbe hands of the Minister to prevent 
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certai:' undesirable people fr0m acquiring land 
m this State, and the questiOn wa', Did the 
amendment make that weaponless eff,,ctive? It 
certainly got over the dif!iculty raiserl by the 
Japanese Consul, anrl if they cnuld meet his 
wishes, without impuiring the efficiency of the 
clause, they ought to do sn. The matter was one 
not vital to the Bill, and he left it entirely to 
the Committee. 

HoN. F. T. PO\V.EH: The c1uestion was one 
that required a great deal of consider,.tion. 
A9conling to the statistics, there were 22,~09 
aliens m Queensbnd. Decluc•ing Pacific 
Islanders, amounting to !),~i27. the balance could 
take UfJ land in the State if the .Minister chose. 
He had it on the best authority that Chinese 
were corning in. by way of the N~,rth, in hun­
dreds, and he him,elf had been offered. for a 
consideration, f;OO Chine!'e if they Wt're rt?qnired 
for sugar planting. That offer was made to him 
by a Chinese merch~nt of consirleraole standing. 
Theretnre t~1e questiOn wa.s Ollf-' demanding VPry 

grave consHleration. The Hon. l\1r. Carter's 
SlH!g-P;;tion wn" a,n exceliettt one to get out of the 
difficulty. 'J'he anlP-ndrnent had. certainlv been 
sprung upon the C,nnmittee. He rnight be 
wrong, but he did nut think the Hon. 1\Lr. 
O'Sullivan ;.;aid a1Jything in his srJefch, when 
tnoving the second reading of the Bill, to indicate 
~hat su~~1 :u:, amPndment was even thought of. 
[Hon: I.. 0 SeLL IV AN : ~ do not think 1 did.] 
He disci umerl all mtentwn of delaymcr the con-
sderation of the mP.tsnre. "' 

Ho:>-:. A . • T. THYNNE : There was no inter­
national principle more. fully rec0gnised than 
that each State had a nght to protect iteelf in 
the way of the sekction of the people it chose to 
rec,.3ive into its own comn1lrnity, and that t<hnuld 
he borne in mind in connection with all those 
questions of giving aliens a. right to cmne in and 
acquire their lanrl. In Great Britain an alien 
was entitled to become a lessee of land, although 
he could not become th<' owner of >tny freehold. 
It was the "ame here under the common law · 
but, by spPcial legislation dealing with Crow!; 
lands, they gave se lectorB certain riahts to 
acqui1e freehold on certain terms and under 
certain c,1uditions. An alien was entitled to 
tab; on lear•e any lands or premises for his 
bus1ness, the same as a _European or a. British 
subject. That wa~ provided by the comity 
o£ natwns. Alluwm h~d been made to the 
possihilit~ of a change in the standard required 
by the Commonwealth Government. It was 
only two or three weeks ago that he, Raw a 
rer,ort in the Press of an interview with i\!r. 
D<'akin, or of a speech delivered by that gentle­
man, m wh10h he C'lllVeyed thP impression that 
he had at last recognised the wisdom of follow­
ing the !earl of .Sir H~1gh Nelson and coming to 
an under'1tan•hng With tTapan simila.r to that 
which existed betweon ,Japan and Queensland. 
That was w.hat he referred t.o .whe~ h., said they 
should consuier, not only ex1st1ng Clrcurnstances 
but what might happen in future. ' 

The SECRETARY FOH PUBLTC IN­
STRUCTION wished to know if the hon. 
gentlernan W<lS going to tnove a,n amendment, or 
whether he expectecl the representat-ive of the 
GovPrnn1ent to introciuce another a,mendn1ent. 
If the hon. gentlemrm wanted to move an 
a.mendment, ofcour'e there wr;uld be no objec­
tJOn to postponmg the clause m order to allow 
him to prepare that amendment. 

Hox. A. J. THYXJ'\E sairl the C[Uestion was 
suddenly sprung upon them that afternoon, and 
they had not had time to c m'ider it sufficient.ly. 
'fhe nmtter had not been discussed on the secmod 
.reading of the Bill, nor in the Press; it was 

raised now for the first time, and hem. g·entle­
men were asked on the spnr of the moment to 
decide an Important and difficult question. 

Hox. T. O'SULLIVAJ'\' said that to seve time 
he woLIId move that the consideration of clau,;e 3 
be postponed. 

HoN. A . • T. THYNNE: Before the clause 
was postponed he should like to call attention to 
another part of the clause, so th:tt it might re­
ceive the consideration of the i'vfinister. He 
referred to the words on line 16-" if an alien 
acqnires any land," which it appeared to him 
should read, "acqnirPs a selection, Ol' any 
e'tate, or intere't in any lanrl." [Hon. 'l'. 
O'SuLLIVAX: I will con,ider that.] Provision 
should be made to the effect that the titled any 
subseo.uent purcha,er of the land should not he 
affected in the event of the alien not becoming 
natnralised. 

Hox. ]<', I. PO\VRR wighed to Lnow what 
wa:-.\ the meaning nf the wnrds, "or a selt'CI ion 
under the repealed Acts." Could an alien 
acquire a sdection urder the repealed Acts? He 
nwntionetl this tnatter fnr the considtration o£ 
the .Minist<r. 

Question---That the comideration of clause 3 
be postponed-put and passed. 

On cbu~e 4-'' Postvonf'mP-nt of pa.yment of 
first year'~ r ...:;ut, etc., in certain case.-:;P-

HoN. T. O'SULLIV AX : This clause pro­
vided for the JWStponement of the payment of the 
fin·;t year's n nt and a fifr h uf the ::-;nrvey fee in the 
case of land which had been open for one ll1Pnth 
without being :::elected. The objrct \V...ts to induce 
pers011B who had no nwru-y to take up land, 
in~tead of havi11g it lying ldle, and the condition 
that it must hav'' 1-een open for one month with­
out beiug selected watJ impo:'ied in order to avoid 
allowing ~ersons rec:. ·l \ ing the conces~ion ,,•peciti("d 
entenng- into conlpetition -.1·ith persnns who 
selected land in the ordinary way. \Vith the 
view of rernoving an ambiguity in the clt-lus.e, he 
rnnved that t.hA \vord "proclairned," iJll lines 30 
and 31 be omitted. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Hox. A. J. THYNNE: The first reference to 
the rate of intere8t was rnade in this clause, 
which provided that interest at the rate of 4 per 
cent.. shnnld be charged on the rent and survey 
fee where the pay!!lfmt of 8nch rent and survey 
feA war: postpuned. There were ntlwr rates 
n18ntic)nrd in other provisions of the Bill~ 1, 2, 
2~, 3, and 10 per cent. It appeared to him that 
they should adopt a rate which should be applic­
able all nmnd, and that if 4 per cent. was con­
sidered the proper rate to charge for intere~t, 
they should adopt t bat rate all tLrongh the Bill. 

HoN. T. O'SULLIV AN: One of the rates re­
ferred to by tlte h"n. gentleman-tl1e 10 per cent. 
rate-vn1-"· a ppn;{.]!y for non-payment for rent. 
[Hon. A. J. THY:-1!\'t;: I have no ohjc·ction to 
that.] It WetS impo c ible t<J have a unif<>rrn rate 
of interf'St in a1l .,he matter~ where interest WaS 
chargeable. 

Ho:s. A. J. THYNNE: An important prin­
ciple was involved in this question. They 
should determino what the State wao entitled 
tu get from the selector for the land which it 
gave to hiln. The people of Queen~:.Jn,r!d were 
payiirg 4 per cent. on public loans, and they 
were entitled to g·et from land t"ken up by pri­
vate individual:;; wlw .. tever wa.s fair and reason~ 
able. Th <t f., ir and reasonable amount should 
be adopted as a standa,.rl, and it should not be 
departed from ; we should have a regular and 
definite principle on which to base tbe value of 
all our lands. 

Hon . .A. J. Thynne.] 
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HoN. T. O'SULLIVA1'i: It was rather pre­
mature tn di_:-.euss thi~ que:-;tion on the clanEle now 
bef,,re, the Committee. \V hen I bey c"tee to a 
different, rate of intere,t it would be time enough 
to diocuss the matter. 

Clause, as an1end.ed, vut and passed. 

On cbuse 5-" Selection by member; of a 
farnily"-

Hcm. T. O'SULLIY XN: Thi" short clause 
provided that \\here th8 ~lini~ter wa:~ ~atL.,fied 
that two or nwre agricultural rarm~, :sltuJ.tcd. not 
more than 5 mile' apart, were held by me!llbers 
of one fo..r11i1y I.JoruZ tide in their own St""'lJarate 
intere:-~ts, the ... ~,lnuster Iliit;ht vermit the condi­
tions of rPt.idene<' tl) be twrfunntcl on any one of 
the selectiuus ,;o held. 

HoN. A. J. THY.I'\1\E: The intention of thi,.; 
clause \Vas not a. bad otte, but, aR draJ ed, the 
cL-n1:-;e opened the do(Jl' r,o ::d.Jtwe. _._.\.ny ttpt;lica~ 
tion made to the l\lini~ter under this provision 
rnust be of an c.,cparte na.tun-', and tbe Thtlinister 
would ha_ve no re._,~,~n-Abh-. htciliLi~s for checking 
~he veramty d the statements. \V bile leaving 
It to the d1scretwn of the :\linister to act o1· not, 
as he chose, npun any report ~ubruitu;d to hitn, 
he thonght tbat an imvnrtant. tnattPr like this 
should be refelTt:d to _the Land Court, which had 
better rneatu:l of rnrdnng tbe neces::;ary inquiries 
than the :3iinbter\ or even a land cun1mi.s::;iouer. 

. HoN: T. O'SuLLIVAN suppc"ed that every 
discretionary powt r vested in a 1\Iini."ter or auy 
other officer \vas opt>n tn abuse. Under section 
H7 .,f the Act ot 18!J7, which de~lt with the 
co-operative ~t:lection ()f agricultural home"' leads 
the land con1mbsioner had as wide a diHcretio~ 
as was propose<] to be given to the l\linieter by 
the clause under consideration. Section 147 
provided that ~'if it i::) proved to the satit:>faction 
of the cumn1issioner in OfJ8tl cnurt/' etc. [Hon. 
A. J. Tm:N:>E : That is exactly what I should 
like to see in thi:::~ clau~e--1-Jl'OVJ:-""d "in open 
court."] He did not regard clause 6 as a vital 
provision of the Bill. The objection to the Land 
Court having tn deal with ,.uc;h matters wa8 that 
there was ~ll Inuch delay in connection with that 
body, whose work w~-1:-; smnf'times months antl 
month8 in arrear-;, rrhe 1\iini:-:;tPr would Illake 
all P''ssible inquiries in thi,; matter, and v. ould 
exercise hi.s di..:;cretinn. In aceordance with a 
suggestion by the Hon. cUr. Power, he would 
1nove the otuis~ion of the wotd "J\Iini"ter " in 
line 42, with the vie\v of ioHel'tlng "C1Jll~tllis­
Sloner in 01 len court." [l-Ion. JL J. THYNl'l' E : .i\.. 
very good amendment.] 

Ho:s. A. J. 'fHYNNE suggested tha~ the 
wordmg of the old Act "where it is prov<-d to 
the connnis.:3ioner in open e~~urt" was very gond 
and should be followed. [Hox. T. O'St:LLIVAX: 
Ye~; I ~trn agreeabL~ to that.] 

H_ml. T. O'SULLIVA::\ :noved the omission, 
on hne 42, of Lhe \\ '"in case where the 
Mini:-;ter i.s S~ttisfied, \ViLh the of inberting 
"if is !JroveU to the ~ati~faction of tbe cum­
misioner in open cuurt." 

l~ .. n1endmeut agr~C:ed to. 

Ho:-;. T. O'SULLl\TA.N ntoved the insertion, 
in line -:13, attt-1· ·" :, of "; .. ;~Jl of whiu1.., 
The obiect vvas to :-:unLiguity, which 
exiSttd ht lJresent.. 

HoN. P. i\IURPHY co:npl;mented the :\linis­
ter on thi..:. Lt-..t amend1nl~nt, \Yhicn \\·ouid obviata 
the po~:--ibill ty of, f\ 1y, ~t large fantily of six 
having six farms 30 1nilt~:~ fron1 eac11 otl1er. 

HoN. A .• T. TH Yi\'N Eapproved oftbeidea, but 
pomted out that it would mean that the whole 
of the farms n,u.,t be within 5 miles, and might 

f/lon. T. O'Sullivan. 

prove an awkward factor with selectors wha 
wanted to tak11 ad vantage of it. Suppose the 
fartus Wt"re within 4 miles and 1 chain of each 
other, but the outl"f boundary 5 mil<'s .Jnd 10 
chains outside, then the farms could not be 
inclmled in the Act. If any purti"n was within 
5 mile)?\ it would be Llr and rt·asllnab]e, and they 
should not limit the thin? too much. 

HoN. T. O'SULLIVA:'i": The Under Secre­
tary ha(l ju~t clra,v\ n hi8 attention to that p()int, 
and sngge~ted tht<t th'·y should follow the word­
ing of RPctinn 123A oi d1R {Jrinci{JUl _r\..ct, w hi eh 
rt-ad-" e,1eh of which is at a di~tance not excePd­
ing five llvlr·R fro1n each of tht-: utht'r~." He 
would \vithdraw hit:; amendment in order to nwve 
it in tha.t form. 

Amendment withdrctwn. 
Hox. T. O'RULLIV~-\X moYed the insertiori~ 

on li11e -1:1, after "farrn.o:," of thP wurd.s "each of 
\vhi(;h is a,L; a di::;tnnce not exceeding TI ve rr1iles 
frmu each of the others. 1 ' 

Amendment agreed to. 

Ho:<. T. O'SULLIVAl\ had another conse­
quential amendment on line 40. He the 
omi"siGn of ".i\linister may pPnnit," wi· the 
vif:'w of inRerting '' thr. cmnmissioner may ihsne a 
speci>tl license tnabling." That folhwerl the 
wording of the section of the principal Act tc 
which he had referred previously. 

Hox. F. I. POWER would like to know 
whether the :\Iinister had considered this a,;pect 
of the case-that under the amendment all power 
would be taken away from the Minister. He 
l]118sr.ioned very much whether it was advisable. 
There might be some cases in ont-of-the.way 
place.-; where it would be advisable to have an 
appeal from the land commissioner tu the 
Minister. He did not like the idea of taking 
away all p<JWer from the :\1inister, and would 
rather see it rPad that the :\iinister "may." 
[Hon. T. O'St:LLIVAN: That is as it stands.} 
Yes; if it was not controlled by a provision 
requiring the approval of the commissioner. 
Supposing the cmnrnis:-:ioner said. it was not 
appr1)ved, would this clause bn of ttny use? He 
would suggest it being made, "the I\Iinister 
may, notwithstandin!l" ,uch report, permit the 
conditions of uccu1mtion. '' 

HoN. T. O'SULLIVAN: It would be better 
to adopt one princ'ple or the other. As intro­

duced, the clause left eYerything to 
[7.30 p.m.] the i\Iini~ter. It was thought ad­

visable to remove that from the 
]).1ini~ter's jnrisdicrion to the ~ornrnissioner's 
juri:-,Uiction in opt--n cnurt. 

HoN. :1\I •• TVXSEK: It certainly seemed 
dnirttble to relieve the Ivlini.swr from all that 
unnecessary detail work. It was a cornpara­
ti-vely. ~1~1all nw.tter to occupy the tin1e of the 
COinllll'"'SIOllE'f. rrhe cnmnd,s.,..;i;mer \VOnld ha.ve 
the witn(,,:-;~t; l1efore bitn in court, and be aDie 
tu cros~-ex2"mine them and corne to a proper 
dec ion. 4 

HoN. A. J. THYXNE: He would '"k whether 
the pertntt, nnct-> given, was irre\'Ocab1e, notwith­
standiPg any chanf{e 1 hat might takt> vlace in 
th.• circ<tmst<tnces? [Hon. T. U'SULLlVAN: 
No.] \Vith the amendment, once the cnnJtuis­
sioner had granted his twrmit t}H_'f8 was DO 

nutobinPry for rtl\ oking it, nn ·matter what ch~1nge 
might t;,ke place, and the pruvi,ion might be 
put to a "''' which "'as >:1ever intended. It 
vvonld tw advisable to insprt <-t provi:-;o Pr1abling 
the con11niR::'iOt1f't tn revoke the permit in case 
the permit was being abu.-:,8d. 

HoN. T. O'SULL 1VAN : The cnrrnnissioner 
Wf)nld only give hi~ deci~ion on the facts exi;.;ting 
at the time, and he did not think any special 
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machinery was needed to revoke that decision if 
the facts <1ltered. There was a geneml power uf 
appeal from the commi,sioner to the Land 
Con:t.. If machinery was rer1nired, they could 
put It m. 

Hox. A . • T. THYNNE: It mivht happen 
that a mtmber of a family dirl not fuifil his 
residence condition, or Sllffi8 tranf'actinn might 
have taken place between the nwrnhe•'R of a 
farnily \VhAreby the bonrl :tide (nvnet'Bhip \Vas 
c~ang-ed. There was then no protection given 
e1ther to the uon1n1i::->sinner or the public against 
the continuance of an abuse of the permit. He 
would suggPst tha~ th• re ought to be p:__H\ er 
reserved to the curunlis~ioner fron1 ti1ne to time 
to vary or revoke ::mct1 pennit. That \voulJ 1neet 
the whole que,tion. 

Hox. M .. TI~NSEl'\ sugzested that the permit 
should be granted for only two years, leaving it 
to the parties to again corne lJ~fore the comrniR­
sioner at the end of that period. [Hen. A. J. 
THY::\'Ng: And in the meantime be may make any 
transaction he likes. J 

Hox. T. O'SULLIVAX: He preferred to 
adopt the suggestion of the Hon. l\1r. Thvnne 
and if hon. rnember;;; would agree to the amend~ 
ment he would move a proviso to that effect. 

Amendment agreed to. 

HoN. T. O'SULLIV AN moved the insertion 
of the following proviso :-

Provided that snch speciallicPnse may, n.t any subse­
quent time, in open court, be varied or revoked by the 
CommissinnPr if be is of opinion that the circmnstanees 
under which the license was granted no longer exist. 

A1nendment agreed to; and clause, asarnended, 
put and passed. 

On clause G-" Repeal of A 120 and 123, and 
amendment of sections 121 and 122 "-

HoN. T. O'SULLIV AN said the object 
sought to be attained by repealing sections 120 
and 121 was to compel actual residence on the 
selection itself by the person who was himself 
beneficially interested in it. Under the present 
system be might get tbo benefit if he bappened 
to reside within ] 5 mileR of it or if he was a 
freeholder. The principle they were striving to 
attain was not to gives, man the benefit of pre­
ferential treatment unless he actually resided on 
tbe land. Section 123 gave an unfair priority to 
t!1e freeholder by enabling hint to acquire con­
tiguous land as a hon1estead, which was intended 
only for the bene tit of the poorer class of "-ettlers 
who intended to reside continuously upon it. 

Hox. A. GIBSOX: He did not see whv a 
freehulder, with a LHnily growino- UIJ aro~nd 
him, shonld not have the right t'o take up a 
selection for thein if it were open within 1:) 1niles 
of his home. 

Hox. A .• J. THYNNE: He had in his mind 
the case of a rnan who <"~cquired a fl'eehnld on 
scrnb country and turned it into a cl::tirv farm. 
\Vithin 15 mil•2s ,,f him was a sm -ll an;;: of 130 
or 200 acres of forest country, whieh WD.),.::; not of 
much account by itself, but which fitted in very 
well wnb the work of his daiJ·" ;;s a dry­
stock !-·ad dock. From that he would be debrtrred 
if that clause p<tssecl unless be left his dairv 
farru and . ., .. vent to on tlw forest lan(l 
which he only fur a special pnrpo;c. 
If the :\1inister conlcl sati,,fy the Committee that 
the "ystem had been ahused in tbe there 
w_o~ld be sorne ::-easo~ fur considering prn-
Vl,IOn favourably. L:tter on, he proposed to 
move arnendn1t-nts \\-'hic_h wonld gi·~e dairy 
farmers who c~tme to the :State from New :South 
Wales and Victoria, and took up and worked 
far~ns on the shat'H system, the right to have 
resrdence on those farms, with a beneficial 

intereBt therein, counted in the event of their 
taking up Helectiuns on their own account. I-Ie 
also desired to have inserted an arnendtnent 
which would encourage pPrdons e1nployed in 
agricultural work upon L nns to put by their 
savings \\ ith the view of acquiring HeltJction.s of 
their O\Vn-that encnuragenl<:Dt being to ::tlluw 
the tirne spent in a,gricultural work upon a farm 
to be treated a::> rtsidence upon a .selection. 
Only yesterday he received a lt·tter froru a 111:1.n 

who \\':JS in that position, and who wa~ nuw 
~1nxions to secul'e a t".e]ection within a rf'"lsonable 
distance of where he was residitJg-. The nlan's 
enq,loyer wa.s \Vi1ling that be t<hualtl do so, and 
he (l\Ir. Tbynne) thought it was dtsirable that 
men like that should be encouraged to select. 

Hox. T. O'tlULLJVAN thought the Hon. 
:Mr. Thynne and the Hon. ~h. r;ih-on were 
under a rni:-apprebenF:ion a8 to t.he eff et of the 
proposed repe"l of sc>etions 120 and 123. The 
Hon. }fr. Gihson asked wbv a m"n who had a 
freehold of 150 acres shonkf not be allowed to 
take up a farrn 15 miles away? 'l,he fact \vas 
that there was nothing to stop a man fr mn 
doing that, and he would not he p1 evented from 
doing it if the sectionr-; rPferred to \'.'ere repealed. 
The only thing was that he would have to take 
up the land. as an a~;ricultural farm at 10s. 
an acre, the J!ayment extellding over twenty 
yetus, instead of as a homestelid, for which he 
would have to pay only 2s. Gd. an acre. Nor 
was tbere any reason why a n1an who \vu.nted a 
dry padrlock sLould not take up land for than 
purpose, provided be was willing to Lke it up as 
an agricultural farm at 10s. an acre. \Vhat the 
Government desired to do was to give thr•se 
persons who would re.oide on the land the benefit 
of the homestead provisions, and not to a!low a 
Imtn who lived 13 miles away to take up land at 
2s. Gd. an afTe to the exclusion of the bond fide 
resident selector. At present a man holding 
land under an occupation license could take up a 
selection within li:i miles at 2s. Gel. an acre, and 
exclude the 1nan \Vho was willing to live on the 
land. That kind of thing was not de,lirable. 

Hox. A. J. THYNNE thought there wa,s a 
great deal of reaRon in the argnrn.ent 0f the 
Mini,ter. If people were allowed to take up 
land \Yithin 1:) rniles as agricultural farn1s, that 
was fair and re tsonable. There Wft> no doubt 
that homestead selection wr.uld be very much 
better for the State if it secured personal resi­
dence. 

HoN. M. JI~XSF.N: An applicant for an 
agricultural farm got priority if he unrlertouk tD 
reside on the lan._l for the prei'icdbed period ; and, 
h>tvin~ got that priority, why should he be 
aHowed to pedonn the condition of re:-:idence 1;':} 
mik< away, as suggested uy the Hon. :Mr. 
Gibs<~n? 

Hox. A. ,J. 'l'HYNNB : That was not allowed 
by the exiL~ti11g law. 

1-Ius. ];: . .J. STE\TEKS : The 1uan whu 
reHided ou the land \vas the c1ass nf seh,ctor they 
required 1nore than any oth~r. \Vi: h regard to 
a Inan requiring a paddock for dry ca.ttle to 
assist him ln hlt:-> dn,iJyiiJg oper<'tti1 nt>, if lH:_, got 
the lane! for twent.y years r,t 10,;. an that 
wunid mean Gd. an acre pet annum, ~utely 
the lan(l \.-V~\d not worth anything if it wa;:; not 
·worth that atuount. 

Hox. A. .J. THYNT\:E : The case hP had 
mentioned ·has not the c;1se of a hon1estead 

selection at all, but land taken up 
[fl p.m.] as an agricultmal selection. vVith 

rega.rrl to the latte-r portion of the 
2nd paragraph of the claw~e, he n1oved that 
after the word " is" there be inserted the word 
"either." If that amendment wet e agreed to 

Hon . .A. J. Thynne.] 
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he wonld subsequently move that after the 
words "interested in'' there be inserted "or is 
bond, fide eng-aged in agticulture upon." The 
adoptiOn of thu::;e amendments \vould encourage 
selt'ction hy men working on the shr~,re sytitem 
and for wages. 

HoN. T. O'SULLlVAN said he entirely sym­
pathi<ed with the object of the amendment, but 
doubted whether it would carry out the object 
in view. As at present framed. the amendment 
was open to the CllnstructitlH that one 1nan 
engage'i in argicultnral work upon a Ltrm would 
get the ber1eli t of the proposed COJJces,ion, 
whereas another n1an on the farm engaged in 
different work, possibly that of a coachman, 
woult not be entitled to t•1e benefit of the con­
ce::~sion. ..._~gain, an.,ther rnan rnight l1e en1pl(·yed 
to pt"rform mixed d1lt.le8, atJd disputes n1ight 
arise as to whether he w<ts entitle<! to th,, benefit 
of thP provi::dun. If the hon. gentleman \\.'nnld 
draft his arnendment in such a way ns to include 
only tho::;e working ou the ~ha,re system it would 
not be open to any such doubt.' [Hon. A. ,J. 
THYXXR: Let the labourers httve :1 show; give 
them a stare.] He W<tR qqite wiltin;'; to give the 
labourers a shr>w, and h1s only objection to that 
part ,,f tbe anwndment was tbfJ difficulty of 
detern1ining to wh:tt labourers it. Wtluld apply. 
If the h lll. gent.leu11n wi.-;h d it, he wnuld. lll,JV8 
that the clause be postp.med so that tt1ey might 
give the matter further c<msicleration. [non. 
A. J. THYNNE: I have ll•' object,i,m.l He 
moved that the consideration of clause 6 be 
po."ltponed. 

Qqe,tion-That thP consideration of clause 6 
be po.stponed-put and pas.ecl. 

Clause 7-" Amendment of section 123A"-put 
and passed. 

On clause 8-" Amendment of section 130"­

Hnx. JP. I. l'OWEl'C said an amendment 
movn:l bv him to omit subsection (2} of clause 2 
had been adopted. That subsection proposed to 
repeal a provision relating to pa.Htoral lease>:;. 
The clause nuw under con~idercttwn pruposed to 
repeal a Rirnilar provision relating t\) grazing 
farms. Those gt a.zing fn.nns were taken up 
under the Act of 188-l, and the proviso to sub­
section ( 4) of section 38 of that Act read as 
folJ •WS :-

Provided thnt, in e . ..;timatin,g the valne, any increment 
in Yalue attnbutalJle to improvements t<llall not be 
taken into aceount. 

Those words were identical with the words of a 
sitnila,r provision dealing \Vith past.oral leas~'j, 
and to m pc- 1l them would be an act of repudia­
tion. He therefore sug;';ested that clame 8 
shouid be negatived. 

Hox. T. O'SULLIVAN: Of course, if the 
Committee took the view tlL"t the vropo<ed 
repe,tl \"<'ould be a rPpudiation of the contract 
enter~d into wi: h grazing farmer~, they would 
neg.<l.tl ve the clanse. Tl!at dew, however, was 
entJrely baRed on the assuwption that grazing 
fanJJPr4 \V<-re in a worse p• tSition undt'r the A.cf. 
of 1897 'han they were under the Act of 188~­
a view in which he did not concur as he thouuht 
the rights of tem1nts were as n;uch preser~ed 
under the Act of 18D7 as they were under the 
f\-ct ~f 1H84. The Act of 1897 prov'ded that, 
In de~Jer~nnnng .t.he rent, regard shnuld be ha.d 
to certain sp~""'c1tied ln .. ~..tter ... , aJ::o.d "any other 
m8.tters which, in the opinion of the cuurt, affect 
the rental value of the land." Tbose words \vere 
exactly the RanJe as the words in a ~imilar section 
dealin~ with pastoral h·ase< and the department 
took the view that the arr:endment now under 
consideration favoured splectors as alfaim:;t the 
provision in the Act, of 1884. The wr;ole object 
of the department in proposing this amendment 

[Hon. A. J. Thynne. 

was to bring the principles of reassessment of 
rent into line with the vrinciples of re:tssessment 
existing in other cases, so that the cunrt should 
not have to reassess the rent-s of one lot of selec­
tions under the Act of 1884 anrl the rents of 
another ]r,t under the Act of 1897. He should 
take the sense of the Committee on the clause. 

Clause put and negatived. 

On clame \)--"Lands mo.y be set apart for 
exclusive selection in Great Britain"-

HoN. T. O'SULLlV A~: This clause dealt 
v;ith la.nd selection in Gre:1t Britain, and as he 
f'Xplained it at some length when moving the 
second reading of the Dill, he did not propose to 
offer n.ny further explanation at present, unless 
hon. g··ntlemen desired more information on the 
subj et. 

HoK. A. J. THY?<NE said he had given 
notice of a series of arnendments in thi::; clause, 
the object uf which wets to extend the operation 
of the provision, at the discretion of Lhe G•1Vernor 
in Council, to othgr places outside Great Brit:-dn, 
especictily to include Ireland. He moved that 
after the worrl. "Britain," on ]ine 41, there be 
inserted "and In~ land, or in any other country 
or State." That would give the Governnwnt a 
free hand to offer these lands anywhere outside 
(ltleensland. 

Hox. T. O'SULLIVAN: He was quite pre­
pared to accept the amendment moved by JYir. 
Thynne. The only thing be had any doubt 
about was as to the wisdom nf allowing the 
provisions to apply to auy part of Anstralia, 
although he quite agreed with the wisdom of 
going to Gre~t Britain, Ireland, ~r any Eur~Jpean 
country. Land ~election in Queensland was 
open to all Australians, one might say, and they 
could come w·i thout such a prdvi.sion a~ this. 

Amendment r.greed to. 

HoN. A. ,J. THYN:'\E moved the insertion 
after "places," on liue 50, of "in Great Britain, 
Ireland, or elsewhere." 

Ho:s. T. O'SULLIV AN : His attention had 
just been drawn by the Under Secretary to the 
fact th<tt he thought this amendment was not 
neces8l:lry, as it was already covered. It was 
a que.-;tion vrhether the clau~e was not wide 
enough. 

HoN. :F. I. POIVER: The provision was only 
that maps and plans mi~ht be exhibited. It 
was a quPstion whether tha~ lndud~-d taking 
land up. It did not •, •Y they could take it up 
there. [H •. n. F. T. BnEXl'NALI.: The question 
is quite optn as it reads novv.] 

AmPndment agreed to, 

HoK. A. J. THYNNI£ tnoved, on line 3, page 
4, aftp,r •• purpose," the insertion of "or such 
other _officer or __ per;,on as the Governor in 
Councll1nay appu1nt. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Ho:--1. A. J. 'fHYNN"E moved, on line 4, after 
"officer," the insertion of "or person.'' 

Arnendment agreed to. 

HoN. A. J. THY.0!NE moved, on line 8, after 
"Queensland,·'' the insertion of "Ol' ~~uch other 
officer or p~rf:.dll as the GDvernor in Council rnay 
apvoint fur tha purpose.'' 

Amendment agreed to. 

HoN. A. ,J. THYNNE moved, on line 14, 
after "Agent· General," the insertion of "or such 
other officer or person so appointed as a com­
H1ist-ioner. '' 

Amendment <tgreed to. 
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Ho~. T. O'SULLIV AN moved the omJssJon 
of "cnnfinuatinn," on line 17, with a view of 
inserting ''approval.'' 

Amendment agreed to. 

HoN. T. O'SULLIV AN moved the omission 
of "approved," on line 1~, and the insertion of 
"accepted." 

Amendment agreed to. 

HoN. T. O'SULLIV AN moved the on1i,sion, 
on line 20, of "approved," and tbe insertion of 
"accepted." 

Amendment agreed to. 

On the motion of HoN. A. J. THYNNE, after 
"Agent. General," on lines 20 and 22, the words 
"or the officer or person so appointed as a com­
missioner" \Vere ln~erted. 

Ho~. A. J. THYNNE moved, on lines 39 and 
40, the omi:::sion of tbe war ls "one-half of." 
This was a matter which might hoof some con­
sequence. The proposal in the Bill was to allow 
the people who selected land in England one­
half their passag~ money towardM payn1ent of 
the purchase price of the land which \hey selected 
in England. In view of the fact that the ordi­
nary passage money from Europe to Queens­
land was on the whole considr•rahly more than 
double what it was to the United States or 
Canada, it would be necessary for this State, 
in order to encourage in1migration, to reduce 
the passag!' as low or below the rates to the 
United States or Canada, and it WJ.S with 
that view that he proposed the omission of the 
wordR ''one~half," RO that a ."elector would be 
entitled to be credited with the payment of a 
sum equal to the amount paid as pa<sage money. 
[Hon. F. I. PowER: Take out both.] Yes; 
and leave the fulJ anwunt of steer<1g~ passage~ 
whatever it may be- as part payment of the 
passage. It was really reverting to lhe old 
land-order system. but with precautions against 
evasions of the land la\Vfl. In thii3 case, a n1an 
must have selected land and paid his passage 
money; and he did not see how that system 
could be abused in any way. He thought this 
was a wise policy, which the State would have 
to face, of givin~ inducements to irnndgrants to 
come here. He noticed, in that very in ten sting 
"AB C" of (tueem;]and statistics issued ft·om the 
Statistical Office the last few days, that the amount 
Queensland had expended in immigration, and 
charged to loan account, wa" close on £3.000,000. 
After so large an expenditure to find thRt to-day 

the State had only a population of 
[8.30 p.m.] 500,000 was not very satisfactory. 

Bnt a large part of that sum was 
spent in bringing out people to Queensland who 
immediately left to join their relatives in o' her 
parts of Au,tralia. All those difficulties would 
now disappear. 1-iaking an allowance of one~ 
half the pas,age money was a good thing, but it 
was not enough; they ought tu allow the whole 
of it. 

HoN. T. O'SULLIV AN : He agreed with a 
good deal that the Hon. Mr. Thynne had said, 
but it ehould be remembered that the Govern­
ment were practically making a concession of 
one-half the passage money, rmd that that had 
been ratified hy the Assembly. However, the 
matter was a small one, and he would leave it to 
the sense of the Committee. 

HoN. :F. I. POWER: It might be a big 
matter to a man c >ming out, ('Specially if he 
happened to be a man with small means and a 
large family. If a man had the pluck to come 
such a long way with his family, they ought to 
encourage him by allowing him the whole of his 
passage money. 

HoN. E. J. STEVENS: The other side of 
the question was whether this should prevent the 
Government frt n1 getting a CPrta.in a1nount of 
revenue. The aven-tge p:-:tssage nwney was £16. 
Say there were 1,000 immigrants brought out 
under the Act: if the whole of the pas~age 
money was returned to them, instf-ad of one-half, 
it would mean a loss of £8,000 to the revenue. 

HoK. A. J. THYX:\'E: If Queensland could 
get 1,000 sd{-<C:tors \Vith thdr farnilies at a cust 
of £8,000, it wouhl be the cheapest money 
Queensland ever speet; and it WRS only a 
fraction of the advertising expenses which some 
of the big Lnd com['anies incurred in Great 
Britain in order to indnce pr ople to buy their 
land in Canada and the United States. 

Ho~. P. MURPHY: He strongly favoured 
the arnendrnent. It was the onlv n1eans of 
getting pe,ple to come tu Queensland who would 
otherwise se' tle acro's the Atlantic. Besides, 
thiR \\'as not a n1atter of cash. Payment was 
made in land which was now lyi1'g itlle and pro­
ducing nothing. Every 1,000 peoj,]e who settled 
on the land would reduce our national debt per 
cap'ita to r hat extent. 

Amendment agreed to. 

HoN. A. J. THYNKE moved the omh,sion of 
the words" one-half of 1 he" in line 40. And here 
he n1igf~t say i~ appeared to hirn th;jt an attempt 
WtL'3 tnacle to di:scriminate lwtwt--en peoplt-> Cflllli11g 

by steerage and people coming by second class. 

HoN. E. .T. 8TEYENS: It wa' clear enough. 
It meant that the rebate would only he the 
~tee rage fare whichever claB_s a rnan came out by. 

Ho:>. A. J. THYN:i\ E: There was no steerage 
in it. It might nw2n that the State wonld have 
to pay fnr the farmer and his family. who c;~me 
out by an Orient liner, a sccond·clas., fare. That 
was going furthn' than they wif,hed. The old 
idea was: that the arnm::.nt paid as steerage fare 
was the value of a land order. 

HoN. T. O'SULLIVAN: The clause, as 
amended so L~x, pruvjded that an immigrant 
should he credited "wi1h the payment of such 
sun1 of nwney as is equal to the amount so paid, 
or one-half of the pa'b.tge molley as afuresaid, by 
F-econd -clasR fare, "' hichever is the less sum.'' 
If a rnan cho~E to come out by a more expensive 
way than second class, he would not get any 
more. 

Ho" .. A. ,T. THYNNE: And if he came 
steerage he Vi'ou1d only get tbH stePrage fare. 
That was his ,,1Jjection. [Hon. T. O'Sn.LIVAN: 
You ca_nnot give him more than he pays.] Tlley 
were g1v1ng one man double what tht>y gave to 
another, and drawing a di:-otinction betwet'n onf:.~ 
man who was pn·pared to rou,,h it for a month 
or two in the stt-·PragP, and another 'vho wa.::. a 
bit of a swell and came ''ut second class. \Vas 
not the one just as deserving of the State as ihe 
other? [Hon. A . .T. CAllTRH: Lea,·e it at the 
full steerage or half the secnnd-class fare; that 
would about equalise them J Tbernatterw:mted 
clearing up. He did not IikP the idea of having 
a distinction drawn between the t'>' o classr s of 
passengerH or two differPnt conre.:5sions given to 
them. Could the hon. gentleman tell the C,,m. 
mittee the difference between steerage and 
second-class fare? 

HoN. T. O'SULLIV AN: The princiiJle was 
a very eimple one. A man was allowed what­
ever he paid for his fare, but that must not 
exceed one-half ihe sec<md-class fare. If he 
came by a higher class than the second class he 
would have to pay the difference out of his own 
pocket. 

HoN. F. I. POWER: He <lid not think it 
would create two classes. Nearly all of the 

Hon. F. I. Power.] 
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immigrants aimed at by the clause would prefer 
to come steerage, and keep their cash to put into 
implements or stock when they got on to their 
farms. 

Ho:-.;. :K J. S'rEVE=--rS : The settlers they 
sought to encourage were those who had not a 
great deal of ca[Jital, and such men were not 
likely to travel first class. 

HoN. T. C. BEIRNE said second-class and 
steerage fa.res were not the san1e. On B()me 
boats there were only first and steerage fares, 
and on others there was no steerRge. The 
second-class fare on one line was £Cl2, and the 
steerage fare £Hi, so that there was a difference 
of £1G. How would it do to say, "shall be 
allowed the steerage fare or £16, whichever is 
the lesser snm" ? 

HoN. T. O'SULLIVAN thought it would be 
better to leave it at one-half a second-class fare, 
othPrWiRe, in the case of a bomestertd selec· ion, 
they might have "" nmn with a large family 
entitlpd to an allowance of £32, rxc]u,ive of the 
allow:>nces to the members of his family, and 
yet he would only ba,·e to pay £2 rer annum for 
twenty years for his selection 

Ho:s-. E. H. T. PLANT would like to see a 
more liberal conce~;;,ion a11owed to immigrants 
than was provided for in the clauHe, and in 
view of the ft1ct. that tbe ratf s of pasf:a.gA n1qney 
varied on diffPrent line~, he would sug-gest that 
they should fix the amount allowed at £16 or 
£~0, irrespective of the line or clas< by which 
the immigrant tmvelled. [Hon. F. I. POWER: 
Ylm \ovonld not give a bachelor the :-:arne ~n1rlunt 
as "' marrie<l man with seveml children?] That 
objection could be met by m" king the amount 
so much for each adult, and half that amount for 
children. 

HoN. E. J. STEVE:-.IS suggested that tbe 
amnunt Hhonld be fixP.d at a surn not exceeding 
£1G for each statute adult. 

HoN. A. J. TTciYXI\'E : If they fixed tbe 
amount to be allowed they would be practicqJly 
saying wha,t snm Qnt<•nslan::l was prepared to 
pc,y for pas>aR,"e money, and they might find 
vessels willing to carry pasdengers for less than 
the pre>ent rates in order to ><ecure the trade. 
He thou~ht it would be better to provide that 
the amount shonld be a Cf'rtain propmtion of 
what the Agent-General Cr'rtified had been paid 
as pa:;:.sage rrwney, not exceeding one-half a 
second-c!a,s fare. 

HoN. P. ~IUHPHY: The second-class pas­
senger paid ahout double the amount ]mid by a 
steer!lge pas,eng-er for biH fare, and if they pro­
vJded that the amount crediterl to an immigrant 
should be one-half ,,f the :>mount paid as pas­
sage money, or one-h<.tlf of a ~econd-class fare, 
whichever was the leoser sum, they would be 
differentiating in an undesirable way between 
immigrant~. The second-class fare on Orient 
boats was £42. He favoured the suggestion that 
the allowance should be a fixed nun of, say, £16, 
for even if one company bro11ght out imn1igrants 
for less tha.n £32 it would not be very much less, 
conoidering the distance. The "White Star line 
had only nne cla~s, and the only w2y in which 
they could treat all immigrants fairly and justly 
was by fixing tbe amount to be credited. 

HoN. A. ,T. CARTJ£R: The White Star 
line had a consid<"able range of fares-from £17 
up to :tbuut £24 or £2G-so th>tt unle<,,s the 
amount was fixed it would be very difficult to 
arrange the matter satisfactorily. He thought 
it would meet the case if they fixed the amount 
at £20. 

[lion. F. I. Power. 

HoN. T. O'SULLIVAN thought there was a 
great deal in the suggestion that 

[0 p.m.] they should fix the amount, but he 
would make it £16, not £20. He 

should be preptLred to accept an amendment to 
that effect. 

HoN. A . • T. THYNN E said that in Yiew 
of the discussion which had taken place he 
would, with the permi,,;ion of the Committee, 
withdraw his amendment. 

Atnendmeut, by leave, withdrawn. 

HoN. A. J. THYNKE moved that the words 
" or one· half of the passage money as aforesaid 
by second-class fare, whichever is the le '"er sum" 
be omitted, with the view of inserting the words 
"not exceeding sixteen pounds per statute 
adult." 

Amendment agreed to. 

Hox. A. J. THYNNE: The clause was a 
combination of Tnany clauses, and rnany ques­
tions arose under it. Under the provision for 
postponement of rent, it read-

Any such selector m~ty make application in w-riting 
to the \!inister that the payment of his rent and pre­
scribert in1:1talmet~t of the snrvey fee in respect of the 
second, third, fourth, or rifth year, or any two or 
three of such yca.rs, may be snsiJended. 'rhe :J.fimster 
upon consideration of such apvlkation may, in his 
discretion-

do so-and-""· 'There was a scale in the depart­
ment. which was based on a consecutive period of 
three years, and a conseCutive period of two 
y<<Hs running at the sa1ne timt\ and under the 
clause as it "tood application might he for the 
second, fourth, or fiith year, which wonlcl upset 
calcnla.tions altogether. He moved the in~ertion, 
on the second line, after "years," of the words 
"being consecutive." 

..A.mendn1ent agreed to; and clause, as amended, 
put and pas•ed. 

On clause 10--" Reduction of penalties on late 
payment of rent"-

HoN. T. O'SULLIVAN: This clause reduced 
the p, nalt1e...;, :-:J.S he had explained on t.he second 
reading. Re would be glad to give any explana­
tion if req nired. 

Clause put and passed. 

On clause 11-" Amendment of section 133 "­
HoN. T. O'SULLIVAN: The amendment 

snggested by tlns clame was a purely depart­
mental one. He would be glad tn give hon. 
gentle1nen any expln .. nation. [Hon. A. J. 
THYNNE: Are there any amendment' on it?] 
No. 

Clause put and passed. 

The Council resumPd. The AcTING CHAIRMAN 
reported progresR, and the Uornrnittee obtained 
leave to sit again to-n1urrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The SECRJ~TARY FOH PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: I move that tile Council dn now 
adjourn. At an e"rliet· period of the sitting a 
motion w<ts carried that the Council adjourn till 
to morrow at the usual time. I understand that 
some h<m. gentlemen wanted to get away, and I 
would suggest that we work to a fixed time in 
the evening to ennJJle them to <;atch their trains. 
vVe hflve only had one real sittin,; this week, 
and if hon. gentlemen will indicate what time 
they would like to get away in the evening, I am 
anxious to meet their wishe,. The business­
paper is lengthening, and other important mea­
sm·es will be coming from the As-embly. The 
Land Bill will take a considerable time, and the 
debate on the Traffic Bill is not likely to be " 
short one. 
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HoN. A .. J. THYNNE : As we have made 
remarkable progress to-d><y in dealing with the 
Land Bill, I think no person sbnuld complain of 
the work that has been d .. ne. T11e ccnvenience 
of bon. members may very well be considered. 
There c:1u be no cmnplaint whate\'er on the part 
of bon. members at the Government asking the 
House to ~it to~morr0w, bel~ause of the loss of, 
practically, yesterday's sitting, and for that reason 
we have not the slightest objection to sitting to· 

·IllOlTOW afternoon; but thete are several Ulf>m­

bers who have engagements for to-Ul'lrrow even­
ing which \vere n1ade before it was understood or 
expected that the House would be sitti11g. I 
think we can very well sit till 6 o'clock, and 
make progress with the Land Bill. [The SIWHE­
TAHY ~'01\ PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : If engagements 
have been made, I have no objection.] 

HoN. F. I. POWER: I think I am the only 
one of the country cuntingent that is left, and 
the only train I can <"1tch is the ten minutes to 
to 5 o'clock. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: I understand from my hon. cul­
lNgue, who has cnnferred with thA leader of the 
Opposition, that it is the pleasure of the Oppo,i­
tion that the L n1d Hill be gone on with. If so, 
we will work at the Land Bill till G o'clock. 

Question put and passed. 

The Council adjourned at twenty minutes past 
9 o'clock. 
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