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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

\VEDNESDAY, 25 OcTOBER, 1D05. 

The SPEcU\:ER(Hon. Sir A. H. Cowley, Ho·uCl't) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIO~S. 

PRICKLY PEAR IXFE~TED AHEAS. 

Mr. ::YIAXWELL (Burkc) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands, without notice-

!. Can he get nn estimate prop~~ redo£ the number or 
acres oi lanU thickly infbtec1 with pricl\:ly pear in 
Queensland ? 

2. Fnrthce, eau he get an E''~'timato of the amonnt of 
deterioration taking place yunly from the spread of 
this pest? 

The SECRETARY HOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. T. Bell, Drtluy) replied-

I shall be Yery glad to do all I can to give the infor­
mation which the hou. member desires. 

::YlrSHEPRESENTIXG ~lCEEXSLAND. 

l\Ir. KEl'\NA (Bo1rcn) asked the Chief Secre­
tary-

1. Is he aware that the following- parngraph appeared 
recently in a London paper:-" Queensland riYcrs and 
lagoons are ha..unted by feroeions alligators, which lie 
in wait for cattle and incautious bathers. rrhe far Xortll 
is a bud of fierce heat and ocea-sional cyclones and 
siroe,cos. On the treel~,s pla1us to the we~t of the 
dividing range the tempcratnre rises at time" almost 
to boiling p01nt. Eggs have been cooked by simply 
turning- them over on tbe sanU, which is so bot a~ to 
make the natives hop about like cats on hot bricks''? 

2. \Vn.s the ..:i.gent~General requested to contradict the 
above statements? 

3. Did he refuse to do so ? 

The PRE1HER (Hon. A. Morgan, Warwick) 
replied-

The paragraph quoted by the hon. member appears in 
an Australian Jteader in use in the Xew South \Vales 
public schools, and has been the snbjeet of correspond­
ence between the Queensland and Xew South \fale;; 
Education Departments. I have not communicated 
with the Agent~General on the matter. 

~TATE}fE:"iTS BY A. J. CoTTox. 

Mr. RJ~INHOLD (B1·isbnne South) asked the 
Chief Secretary-

1. Ha~ the attention of t.he Government been drawn 
to a. }Jaragraph appearing in the Br·lsbane (loN;·ier of 
19th instant. headed "A. ,J. Cotton Intervie1ve<l," :t 

leading article in the followinp; issue of the s:tme 1mper 
dealing 'iYith the same matter. and further references to 
the ~mme,.,uhjert-namely, H The Alien Restriction Act," 
al~o in tile same paper on the 21st instant:-

~.Is it a fact, as .-;tated in these artiele:-:, that if 3Ir. 
Cotton 'iYnnted to bring- a mnn to look after his horses 
on the voyage, or a nnl·se to look after his children, he 
woulf1 hnve to guarantee thut they wonltl leave the 
country within six months? 

3. II~'lVe any steps been taken, or i~ it the intention 
of the Coyerument to take ste(JS, to inrlnce the Federal 
Government to remorc these wrong impressions con~ 
cerning the Alien ItesLriction Act~ 

4. \Vill the Government instruct the Agent~General 
to do his best on evct·y occ<t~ion not onl;r to crmtrarlict 
such statements whf'n made, bnt to a~·,ist in making it 
impo:;sible for snch statements to be believed:~ 

The PREMIER replied-
1. Yes. 

2'. :3, and J. I am_ in eommnnictttion with the Common­
wealth GO'i'ernmcnt an<l the Queensland Agent-General 
on the subject. 

RELIEVING \VATCH11AN. 

l\Ir. REINHOLD asked the Secretary for 
Public \V orks-

Is it a fact that a man who has a hoot and shoe busi­
nes'" in Ge01·ge street gets the bulk of the relieving 
work for both day and night watchmen on the Treasury 
and Executive buildings r 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. D. :F. Denham, Oxlcy) repl\_ed--

Patrick I-Ianlnn was a)lpointcd lDth January, 1901, as 
relieving watchman. Uvon in()_niry, I learn he has a 
small boot :::;hop in George street. 

BRISBANE TRc1PJ<'IC BILL. 
fl 
Mr. LJ<:SrNA (Cicrmont) asked the Chief 

Secretary, without notice--
How it, is the Traffic Bill does not a11pear on the 

business-~heet at all to~day? 

CI'\ o answer.\ 

Ix sPECTio" oP LAxn BmLERS. 

Mr. ·woODS ( Wocthakata) asked the Secre­
tary for Public \Vurk>, without notice-

In Yiew of the recf\nt explosion at Pimpama Ii-!!and, 
is it the intention of the ::\limster to amend Part IlL 
of the Factoriei> and Shops Acts to provide Ior in­
spection of land boilers? 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC WORKS 
replied-

l\~ot only th~~t district bnt otheT districts are a~ pre-· 
sent receiving the eonsideration of the department 
with Tegard to Part III. of the Act recited. 

BRANDS AO'l'S AMEND1IEi\T BILL. 

FIR8'r READII\G. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
AGRICULTURE (Hon. D. F. Denham, Oxley), 
this Bill was rertd a firot time, and the second. 
rertding made an Order of the Day for to­
morrow. 

AGRICULTURAL BANK ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

PROPOSED I:--1TRODCCTION. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
AGHICULTUR.l<~, it was formally resolved-

That the House will, at it~ next sitting, resolve itself 
into a CommiGtee of the \Thole, to consider of the desir­
ableness of introducing a Bill to amend the Agricul­
tural Bank Act Amendment Act of 1904- in certain par-­
ticulars. 

SUPPLY. 
RESCoiPTI0:--1 OP Umr:lliTTEE. 

PCBLIC HEALTH. 

The HOME SECRETARY mo>ed that £G,fJ13 
be granted for "Public Health." 'I' here was 
a de~rease of £832 as C(>Inpared with last year. 
There was an incrP tse of £22 in salaries, 
Central Bnard of Health, and a decrease of 
£170 in incidental expen·.,es, railway fare.", 
freights, e.tc. There was an increase of £40 in 
the Bacteriological InRtitute. " Dairies" disap-· 
peared from the vote, having been taken over by 
the Agricultural Department. In "Lock 
Hospitals" ther~ was. a ~ecre:;se of .£00 ?, in 
'~ La:r.arets-u)nt1ngenCies, an uiCreaF,'3 of £200, 
makillg a total decrease of £832. 

Mr. KE:\'KA. pointed nut that the report of 
the Commissioner of Public Health disclosed a 
verv unsatisfactory state of affairs with respect to 
the" adulteration and sale of food. Bread was 
exhibited for sale along with decaying vegetables 
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and fruit, and exposed to the germ-laden dust of 
the streets. Disinfectants were sold which were 
a danfier to the community. Butcher shops 
were in many instances insanitary owing to 
defective drainage. There were also sixty-nine 
places in whieh baby-farming was carried on, 
some of which were in a deplorable condition. 
Dr. Ham also gave details with regard to 
numerous articles of food and drink which were 
adnlterated with deleterious substances. It was 
deplorable that this adulteration should Le 
allowed to go on practimtlly unchecked. The 
Commi'"ioner of Public Health was dependent 
for analyses upon the Government Analyst, and, 
as JVIr. Henderson was very busy, Dr. Ham's 
operations were sadly hampered. Some attempt 
shuuld be made by the Government to deal 
drastically with people who, for the sake of 
gain, we!'e poisoning the con1munity, and smne 
explanatiOn was due to the Committee as to why, 
m the face of Dr. Ham's report, no decided 
action was taken. He W<ts glad to see that 
Ron1e actlon \Vas to be taken with regard to the 
protection of children. 1\1 r. Henclerson showed 
that a large proportion of the infant mortality 
was due to the adultPration of milk with water. 
!'hat sort of thing was practically murder, and 
It was more dastardly because it was not done 
openly. He wished to know wlutt the Home 
Secretary proposed to do in regard to the various 
matters he had mentioned. 

Mr. BOUCHARD called attention again to 
the inadequate salaries paid to the laboratory 
assistants in the Bacteriological Institute. The 
first assistant received £150 and the second 
assistant £110 per annum, the latter being down 
for an increase of £10 this year. Last year the 
Home Secretary promised to take the matter 
into consirleration. According to the report of 
the Health Comrnisswner, those o\iicers had 
examined no less than 27,131 specimens during 
the year 190,1, including 217 specimens of tuber­
culosis, 3G9 of the blood of tvphoid fever 
patients, and 25,278 plague-stricl<en rats and 
mice. Considering the offensive and dangerous 
character of their work, it must be admitted 
th~t those two officers were very inadequately 
paid, and he thought the Home Secretary 
should mttke provision for giving them increases. 
It ~nmt be remembered that upon their report 
Bnsbane might be proclaimed a plague-infected 
port. 

:Mr. REINHOLD asked what work was per­
formed by the laboratory assistants? 

The HOMK SECRETARY: It was unfortu­
nately tme that they had not been able to 
provide for the proper inspection of foods and 
drugs, but that was becau3e the finances did not 
permit of their appointing the number of inspec­
tors who would be required to carry out the 
work efficiently. They woulcl have to be paid 
something like £150 per annum, and the total 
cost would be about £1,500 a year. \Vith reg-ard 
to baby-fanning, he propo>ecl to proceed with a 
Bill, during the course of the next few weeks 
dealing with the protection of infante. Pro~ 
ceedings had been taken in a number of cases of 
adulteration of milk, but unfortunately the Act 
was defective. There would be some further 
prosecutions next Tuesday. \Vith regard to the 
salaries of the laboratory assistants, it was quite 
true that he promised to take them into con­
sideration 1a8t year, and the second assistant 
was down for an increa'e of £10. He understood 
that their duties were to examine the specimens 
sent to the Bacteriological Institute. 

Mr. HA \VTHO RX recognised that there 
were considerable difficulties in the way of the 
Health Department so far as expense was con­
cerned. If plenty of money was available, the 

department could operate on a more extensive 
basis. During the last two or three years, as a 
result of its efforts, the food supplies of Brisbane 
had greatly improved in quality ; and if, when 
times improved, the Home Secretary appointed 
more inspectors, even better results would be 
attained. 

Mr. LESINA: The chief causes for failure in 
connection with the aclrr,inistration of the 
sections of the Health Act dealing with adul­
teration of foods and drugs were the criminal 
apctthy of the local authorities, and the staning 
of the Health Department. Articles of food of 
local manufacture were mostly good, but a lot of 
cheap and nasty stuff of southern manufacture 
was put on the Brisbane market. The only 
thing to prevent that was to in>i,L on all goods 
being properly labelled, sn that the mannfac­
turers could be identified. The Health Depart­
ment required ttn analyst of its own. 1\Ir. 
Henderson, the Government Analyst, was a 
very busy man. He was already overworked; 
in f<tct, some of his work was months behind, 
and any work he did fm the Hf 1Jth Department 
was clone purely as a matter of courtesy. 'l'be 
result was that difficnlties were placed in the 
wav of the Health Department instituting 
prosecutions for arlulteration. The wtty to 
remove that difficulty was to place another 
analyst under the control of the Health Com­
missioner, whose busine's should be to deal 

with the sophistication of food pro­
[4 p.m.] ducts and drugs, and other matters 

relating to health. Dr. Ham had 
pointed out what was necessary, but, owing to 
the deadly, dull apathy of the local authorities, 
nothing was done. As a result of analyses, 
prosecutions could be instituted against the 
dirty, unscrupulous grocers of Brisbane, who 
were trying to turn a dishonest penny by selling 
cheap and nasty articles to the poor, who could 
not afford to buy better. Sauce was being sold 
in Brisbane at h. per dozen, probably some 
poisonous concoction, like other adulterated 
food, which not only inj urecl the present 
generation, but undermined the stamina of 
generations to come. It was the duty of the 
Health Department to hound clown and banish 
out of existence altogether the unscrupulous 
trader who resorted to such practices. lt was 
nothing but an attempt to commit homicide. 
Among the articles mentioned in Dr. Ham's 
report as having been analysed were-cils, 
1nilk, tea, oatmeal, vinegar, pickle~, liquors, 
cordials, jam, confectionery, cochineal, essences, 
sauce, baking powder, curry powder, custard 
powder, cocoa, pepper, mustard, tinned fish and 
tinned meat. In all these cases there had been 
adulteration, and in some instances there was 
not one grain of the original article it was 
supposed to represent. Dr. Ham mentioned that 
the tinned fish paste was something diabolical­
stuff sold at 2cl. a tin or lR. Gd. the dozen, which 
poor women gave their children as a cheap and 
reliable kind of lunch. Dr. H"m g:we instances 
of the adulteration of s"rdines, and of tnrkey 
and hmn paste, which con~isted of n1eat of ancient 
history, boric acid, and st·uch. Poor people were 
forced to bu \'these cheap "'rticlcs; their consump­
tion led to internal disorders and disease, which 
filled our hospitals and charitable institutions. 
Dr. Ham recommended that a mor-e nniform 
system of dealing with adulterated food should 
be adopted throughout Australia, and pointed 
out that proper and adequate labelling would go 
f<>r to protect the health and inten,sts of the 
puhlic. In the southern States the name and 
ttddress of the manufacturer had tu be shown on 
every tin, but it was not su in Queensland, with the 
result that the other States sent ~1 their" cheap 
and nasty" rubbish to Queenslanc! to be disposed 

Mr. Les-ina. J 
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f. Dr. Ham also stated th?~t the only local 
authority which carried out its clnty under the 
Act b.v appointing an analyst was the Brisbane 
::\Iunieipal Council, and thrrt the lack of q ;wlifiecl 
analysti::l \Va.R brought about on the score of 
expense. The Government should step in and 
bridge that difficulty at once. If they cGuid 
find the money to l"'Y £2G,OOO to the Orient 
Umnprllly to find a market. for the nmJuce fmrn 
the l)arlin£; Downs, then they ~hrnl1d be able to 
find £1,000 for establishing a seprtnte v.nalytical 
clepal'tment nnder the Health Act. The only 
prosecution initiated last year \\·a~ one initL:tted 
by the head of the Inland ltevenut"' De] ,~rbnent, 
:Dir. Gabriel, who ha,d done good 1vork in c>n­
nection with the proi:;ecution of Siz2l'. that 
monster of iniquity who lmd kept tho ::\or!mtnby 
1-:lotel, and who was conyieted of adllher.J.tion, 
and }mid a fine of £300. 'I'he m<"t n)Ho-date 
way of poi"'oning people Reerned no\v to be to 
start a hotel, adulterate the liquor, and if you 
\Vere prosecuted ancl fnund guilty, to pa~.? a fine 
of £200 or £300, and then clea.r out from the State 
and start again somewhere el·e. J'vil'. Gtlbriel 
had nlsu done exc "-ll~nt work in connection with 
the prosecution of the licensee of the Broadway 
Hotel, who hnd also heen poisoning ]JE lJJle for a 
nurnhPr of years. ~rhere was n;on1 for rnore 
energetic action in Brisbane in connection with 
the ac~nlterated liquor s.>ld at f;Oille of t11e hotel~, 
a~d abo soft drinkc,, many of which, such as 
ginger ale and raspberry Ryrnp, did not contain 
any of the constituEnts which their name 
implied. Dr. Ham said that he was not able to 
obtain a genuine bottle of wine in Brisbane, a.ncl 
that wine sold here by uns~rupulons people did 
not contain 1 o~. of grap::- food. '~I:'he 1\.Iiniscer 
~hould give Dr. l~t~n1 every a~sistance in carry­
mg out the pronswns of the Act in order to 
preserve the health of the community. 

Mr. 130\V.YIAN directed attention to Dr. 
Ha1n's ~emnrks ?n the clailn of Captain Ilust, of 
the Ind1an 11e(hcal Service, to have g-rown the 
leprosy bacillus and to have successfnllv treated the 
disease by inoculation with ''leprolin.'" Dr. Ham 
stated that a snmll supply of" lcprolin" was re­
colved by the department in J\fay last thrmwh the 
gooclofficesoflJr. Culpin, M.H. I-i.., and that~leper 
at the lazaret at Stmdbroke Island was injected 
with one close at intervals of a fortnight that 
the man considered himself verv much better 
that both he and otber patients "were urgent i~ 
then· <1ermcncl that further supplies of "leprolin" 
should be procured for their treatment, and that 
the material wa;; now bein;; nmnnfacturecl at the 
Bacteriological Institute under ;\Ir. Pound. One 
leper had written to him (1\Ir. 13owme~n) asking 
h1n1 to get ln1n ~orne "leprolin," but he had 
been unable to get it at anv chernist's in Bris­
bane. He shoulrl like to know whether any 
other leper3 had been treated with '"leprolin,'' 
and whether the results were satisfactory. 

Mr. ::~nELSON se~id there was an increasing 
number of lt'pers among kan~.ka,s. At the end 
of 190-1 there were 7,870 kRnalms in Queensland, 
and out of the nineteen cases of leprosy in the 
State that year thirteen were kcwakas. How 
many ca~es bad occurred last year he did not 
kno\Y, bnt he knew thnt there had been some 
cases a.n1ong kanakas. Three kanakas snffering 
from leprosy were brought d<lwn from his dis­
trict last Tuesday. The cases had been dis­
covered partly by accident, and he was satisfied 
that there were more cases of apparent leprosy 
among kanakas wb1ch were not known otl;cially. 
He suggested that the lmnakas should be ex­
amined by the GovBrmnent medical officers in 
their respective districts. 

The HOME SEORETAHY understood that 
those lepers at Straclbroke who asked for the 

[111 r. Lesina. 

"leprolin" treatment were allowed to have it, 
and that there were symptoms of improvement 
in the lepers who were ming "leprolin," but it 
was irnpos.,ible to say at present whether the 
relief would be permanent, or whether the 
remedy would effect a cure. \Vith regard to the 
suqgestion of the hon. 1nen1ber for Bundaherg­
tlut thev should have alllmnakas examined bv 
Governri1ent medical officer.,-he was afraid that 
if they undertook to subject the whn!t' of the 
coloured population to medical examination, in 
order to eee if anv of them wer·e atf\ictecl with 
leproi>y, they wm;id have a mther big bill to 
meet ; and, if they instituted ~uch an exarnina­
tion in rege~rd to leprosy, there waK no reason 
why they should not nutke a silni~ar exarnination 
\Vith re.spect to tuberculosis, \vtnch was a. \ ery 
prevalent c!i,ease in Queensland. 

nfr. niULCAHY urged that where a case of 
suspected lepr'"Y occurred it should be attended 
to at once, and sairl he had been informed 
that it had been known for sonw time that one 
of the lepers brought down frmn Bnndaberg last 
Tuesday had been suffering from leprosy for a 
considerable time. 

'l'he 1-IO},H~ SECUETAEY pointed out that 
it was not sufficient for a local n1edical man to 
give his opinion on a. suspected catie uf .leprosy, 
as he might not be an expert. They had to send 
Rpecimens of sertml from the verson suspected to 
the Bacteriological Institute for examination. 
They had to exercise very great care in the 
rnatter, as once a person \vas pronounced to be 
suffering from leprosy he was practically impri­
soned for life. ::\Ioreover, it was inadvisable to 
create a scare about leprosy, because, although 
a great mauy persons did not rnind living in the 
same house with a consumptive patient, they 
benme panic-stricken when a case of leprosy was 
reported. 

l'vir. l\L\::"fN suggested that suspected lepers 
should be segregated in some isolated place away 
from population, and not in the neighbourhood 
of population, as was done in a recent case r1.t 
Cairns, where the patient was kept for seveml 
weeks in the police yard. 

l\Ir. :FOllSYTH, who was indistinctly her1rcl, 
was understood to urge that a separate analyst 
should be appointed in connection with the 
Health Department, and that it should be com­
pulsory that there should be a tubPrcnlin test of 
all milk which went into consumption, the per­
sons supplying the milk paying a fee for each 
analysis. He pointed out that Dr. Baxter-Tyrie 
stated that there were 3,76D cows intnilk in the 
metropolitan area last year, and that practically 
no precautions were taken to prevent the trans­
mission of tuberculosis by cows' milk. The 
doctor further stated that in 127 cases of tuber­
culosis examined by \Voodhead, intestinal ulcera­
tion was found in forty-three, and that in 100 
cases, or nearly 7U per cent. of the whole, the 
intestinal glands were in scnne stage of tuber­
cular df-'JPneration. It was evident, therefore, 
that this was a rmctter which should receive very 
serious consideration. 

]\Ir. LEST::'\ A said he understood thehon. mem­
ber for Carpentaria-who spoke so low that he 
could only catch an od<1 word at intervals-to urge 
that a separate anaiyst should be appointed for 
the Health Department, and that tuberculin tests 
of milk should be insisted upon. He entirely 
agreed with that suggestion. Dr. Han1 stated, 
on page 10 of his report, that it was necessary 
that a special analyst should be attached to his 
department, and the Home Secretary should 
make an effort to appoint "''eh an officer, 
otherwise the Health Act was going- to remain a 
dead letter so far as adulteration was concerned. 
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In England, Victoria, and the united States, 
great attention wa' clw;oted to the J•nrity of the 
food supplies of the community, lmt.in Ctueensland 
nothing was done, Th~ir Health Department 
wus pre~icled over by an officer drawing- a very 
big "tlary, anr1 tlw nnly thing that prey·entcd his 
seeing tlmt. articles of food >vere not adnlterated 
was a 1natter of abnut £1,000 lJer anuunl for an 
analyst. '.rhey were able to pay £3,000 to Dr. 
1\Iaxwell and £2G,OOO per annum to the Orient 
Cornpany, and yet they C()uld not nfford to Vdte 
£1,000 for the Health Depa.rtment for that pur­
pose. If he were the Minister, he wonld see that 
it was done. The constant whine was that the 
Government had no money; but what did they 
keep a Government in oHic3 for but to find 
revenue to carry out the law? lfe wished to 
know whether the Home Secreta1·y intended to 
do anything in regard to the appointment of an 
analyst. 

HoN. R. PHILP hoped the Home Secretary 
would not appoint a special analyst for the 
He,.]th Department. They had a most capable 
Government Analyst and a very eflicient asc.is­
tant, and work was undertaken by t.hat depart~ 
ment for all the Government departruents, in­
cluding the Health Depttrtment. Last ,·ear no 
leRs than 278 san1p:es were exarnined for Dr. 
Ham. \Vhy did Dr. Ham not institute prose­
cutions upon the ,'i,trength of the reports in sorne 
of those cases? The ouly prosecution be remem­
bered which was instituted by the Health 
Departrnent was a cabt" in which sa.l3d oil was 
proved to be cotton.seecl oil instead of olive oil. 
\Vel1, cutton-r;eecl oil was not poisonous. J)r. 
Ham had greater powers than any j'\linister; 
why did he nut take action? I~ very department 
wanted an analyc:;t of its own. Ile did not know 
any State in ..._L\.ustrali~l· with as good an anaJy­
tical department as Queensland. 'rhe y, ork 
done for Dr. Ham practicnlly took up the time 
of one as&i,.:;tant; the w:1rk done wa.s enorn:ous, 
and, if the staff was inadequate for the \Vork, 
another ae .istant might be appointerl. l\Ir. 
Ciabriel, who \Vas attached to the Treasnrv 
Department, got \vork done by the Governmer{t 
.Analyst~ an_d he instituted a lot of pnJPecution:-;, 
and Dr. Ham cmlrl do the mme if he liked. 
\Vhen tlw Fiospitals Board came into existence, 
Dr. Ham's work would l'e greatly reduce.:!. 

The HO~I'<: Sli;CRETARY: nr. Ham', ne;e­
fulnP H would not be imvairecl by the lwspitn.ls 
hoard, as the only portion pf the work under the 
Health Act that would be taken over bv the 
hospitals board \\"aS the functions which~ were 
imposed upnn the Joint Epide1nic Bmtrd in 
respect of infectiotts disease'l, wher- ,ts the prin­
cipal ruatter:::; concerning hc.1l:b \\·ere ~nnitalion 
and drainaf!e. They could not hor,e, in trluipplng 
a. health dep:ut1.:.wnt in a young State likt~ 
(~nB9nsland, tn Rtart on ~uch a FCrde as tlley 
conlJ. afford to <lo it in a porml"us country. 

l\lr. J(EOGii was t.horous·hly in acc(\rd wlth 
the hon. HHJrnbPr for Clernwnt in reganl to the 
necessity ±or the an,~!y~is of articlP::; pf bnn1an 
consnrnptlnn. All imported foods' utfs Rhonld 
be analy,,•ed by the Cnstoms l)epartmt>nt in the 
same wa~' as tea. That '\'CJUld b,:, some })roof 
that, if <-ctdnlterated articles were sold, they TllU:-5t 

have bet>n adnltr>J'ated after cmning- hero. A 
paper had jnst bec>n put into bis hand which 
contained an advertisenJent offering jam in 1-lb. 
tins fur 2d. and in 2-lb. tins for 4d. Kow, 
genuine jan1 could not Le rnade at those prices. 
The same remarb applied to 6sh and other 
articlc3 of food. \Vby should he and other 
tradErs be placed in the awkward 1•osition of 
selling things which the manufacturers said 
were good? The money that would be spent in 
appointing an analyst would be for the benefit 

of the general puulic, and he hoped tlw Home 
Secretary wodd take\ the sugge•,tion into serious 
consider..-.ttion. 

2\Ir. BURROWS: It seemed strange that 
year o.fter yen· the same report should come 
before them ctnd no action be taken. Surely 
thi::; wa.B an exceptional case in which the Go­
vernnlent would be justified in incurring tbe 
neces:-1rny expense of appoinLing the analyst who 
lJr·. Ham a"ert d was requirec!. Dr. Ham 
pointed ont the tnilkn::ndor who adulterated his 
milk by adding 10 per cent. of water would get 
£1 13,;. 4d. a d'ty for water if he sold lOO gttllons 
at 4d. a quart; but that was a small matter com­
pare 1 with the injmy done by ~tdt1lteration. He 
would like to know how it vvas that no prose­
cutions wtTe in.;;tituted in cases in \vhich ana1y::ies 
disclosed the fact that there had been adultera­
tion? There had been prosecntious with regard 
to certain publicu.n~, nn~t strict supervision in 
regard to artides of food was just as neCB881try 

"'in regard to liquor. From llr. Ham's report, 
it would appc ;r that, through the Health Oom­
n1issioner not having a.n analyst n,t his dispof.<al, 
h'l was often compelled to w"it fur a consider­
able t.ime before be could get the resnlt of the 
analy:;es from thA Government Analyst. That 
appeared to him to be the reason why no prose­
cutions had taken place. 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY: The prodecu­
tions in these cases was really the business of the 

local authorities, and before Dr. 
[ii p.m.] Ham could take action he must 

prove that the local authority had 
neglected their duty. It would be ratlter a 
serions matter to the i'ltate if the central 
authority-tire Health Department-rmd to take 
action when the local antburitiei-3 in any city 
neglected their· duty. He thought the lo<<tl 
authoriLirs were very renli~..., and very careles" in 
this 1r-atter, Qnd thnt the proceeding that had to 
be follo\ved \Vas somewhat cumbrous. 

:\It. LE SIN A : If Dr. Ham had to prove that 
the loc ,J authority wa', negligent before he took 
action, by the time he did that the opportunity 
for pro;:::ecutiou wou1il he past. The proper courRC 
was to mat~ncl the lit 1,lth r'l_ut su a~ to take the 
\vhole bnsine.:-;s t,nt of the hands of the local 
authnritie:-:, who, as a rule, consisted of little 
pettifngging- grocers aud other trader~ who were 
intere~ted in t1w flale nf these very food products 
that \vere crnnp1ained ;,bout, and it was not 
likdy that thL~Y were going to take any action. 

(~ue,tion put and passed. 

~IEDIC.1 L.-MEDICAL OFFICERS. 

The IIO~lE SECR E1_\_-\Jl Y 1Ytoved th~"tt £2,/10 
be ~;ra.ntt'(l for "::\[edicJl Offieer:;." The \·ote 
.,, as ,£;)0 lt-s ~ than tbat for 1a.~t. year. rrhe ll1t<iica.l 

held post ,,un·tc11~ e-xr-nnina.tion~:, and 
on the police and tho pri-~oners. 

l\Ir. LEST X .. \._ bad one or two serious aJleg-a­
tinns to rnn.ke again:-;t the Go"~:ernruent 1nedical 
officer at Charter~ T(nvers. lie \\'.:_~s !l(Jt the 
~rnior medical officer on CbarterR Towers, either 
by l'e~idence or qualification, and the perfunctory 
and negligent way be carrietl out his dntiPs ln 
one or two instances led to inqniries being rnade 
into the deathR of two or three pcuple. His 
appointment hy the late Governrnent wa.s largely 
the re-ult of political infiuence. He ".''" tbe 
servile puppet of the Lower 1\Iosman street 1•ush, 
to which b"longed the Hon. E. B. Miles and the 
newly elected merntwr for Charters TnwPrs, 1\ir. 
Paul!. \Vhen he (:\fr. Lesina) was in Chartera 
Towers sorne years ago thi-; smne medical oft}cer 
conspired with other men to down the E((u/e, the 
Labour paper there, and they practically suc­
ceeded. He also did his very best to prevent the 

Mr.Lesina.] 
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carrying out of the sanitary prosecutions which 
were commenced at Dr. Ham's instigation for 
the suppre"sion of the plague spots on Charters 
Towers. He was also a member of the Charters 
Towers Licensing- Bench, but he was only known 
to sit on the bench on one occasion, when he 
went there especially to secure a license for a 
female friend of his. This man was paid £100 
a year by the Government, and had the right of 
private practice. vVith regard to the case of 
McOrae, \vhose death W<IS to sorne extent a 
mystery to-day, the rival theories formed by two 
sections of the police as to the causA of death led 
to an inquiry, and the appointment by the pre­
sent GovP.rnn1ent of a n1an nan1ed :b.,rancis to 
bold another inquiry into the matter. 'rhis man 
]'rancis bore an unwb.1lesome reputation amongst 
Labour people on account of certain actions of 
his at Cunnamulla in connection with an elec­
tion there. Yet rnen like li'rancis and nH~rnbers 
of the Police Furce, who were particularly odious 
to the Labour party in connection with the 
strike, were the very people selected by the 
present :}linister to make such reports as these, 
and yet the Minister was a La.bour man. [The 
PRE}IIER: That has nothing whatever to do with 
it.] 

'fhe CHAIR:VIAN : The hon. member is out 
of order. He must confine his remarks to the 
1natt.er under discussion. 

Mr. LESINA: McCrae's body was found in 
Aof"Ust of last year, and the first inquiry was 
held on the 13th of that month. The statementil 
published on the 23rd August, HJ04, showed that 
the death certificate of Dr. J<'orn·,t put the 
cause of death down to fracture of the base of 
the sknll. The inqniry published on the 16th 
January, on the other hand, stated that-

The parietal bone, the highest, was !:imashed in, the 
fracture extending to the baso of the skull: the size of 
the fracture was a inches. 

As there were other bones between the parietal 
and the base, measuring in the shortest space 
over an inch, the fracture could not reach there 
without breaking some of them, but this was not 
mentioned. The evidence given by Thornton, 
the undertaker's assistant, was that the fracture 
was near the top of the head, and G inches would 
not reach the base by the shortest course, nor 
9 inches from the top backwards. The whole of 
Dr. Forrest's evidence as published in the llfincr 
Tevealed gross carelessness as compared with 
that given by Dr. 0 Brien at Cairns in the Le 
Vanx case. Dr. O'Brien showed skill and care, 
while Dr. Forrest slummed his work, which 
was skilfully covered afterwards by distortion 
of facts and evasion. Thornton said that when 
the body was brought in in a coffin Dr. For­
rest only took up a bone in his hand and 
after examining it for a few minutes threw 
it back into a bucket of water without cut· 
ting or dissecting the soft structures of it. 
The examination of i\fcCrae, made by Dr. 
Forrest, wa;; the foundation of almost the whole 
of the bungling that took place from the dis­
covery of the body up till the present time, and 
the case was not yet settled. He believed, if 
the body of :YicCrae were exhumed, considerable 
light would be thrown upon the question by a 
careful examination of the skeleton. There were 
a number of people in Charters Towers who 
thought the Home Secretary wonid have had 
sufficient backbone to say, "There have been a 
number of my;;teries in Charters Towers; but 
naw I have the opportunity, I will sift this one 
to the bottom." Ii he did that, the people would 
think there was a Minister wit.h a stiff spine in 
charge of the department. Had he been present 
when the Police Estimates were going through, 
he would have asked the cause of illness of the 

[Mr. Les~na. 

sub-inspector at the time all this bungling took 
place ; but he would let that pass. 'l'here were 
other cases, the names of which he would not 
mention ; but the Horae Secretary c<mld have 
them if he wished. Mrs. T--, aged about 
thirty-five, living in Forbes street, died suddenly 
on the 7th :Nhy, 1904. She had been in town 
get.ting her things ready for her wedding, 
which was fixed to take place on the follow­
ing day. She slepc w1th a young woman, and 
when she awoke she broke out in a violent 
fit of laughter and fell back dead. Dr. Red­
mond, who was sent for, asked to be allowed 
to make a post rnortern examination, but his 
application Wc1S declined, and no post m01·tem ex­
amination was permitted. The body was taken 
to the morgue, and the Government medical 
officer, Dr. 'Forre.,t, went over and looked at 
it. The doctor examined the heart, and certi­
fied that death was due to fatty degeneration 
of the heart. No other organ was opened, 
tbongh poisoning by cyanide, or apoplexy, would 
explain the cause of death just as reasonably as 
fatty degeneration of the he«rt. A more glaring 
case was that of :Mrs. \V--, which was reported 
in the Charters Towers Ewning 'l'cle!fJ"Ilph of 
the Gth .June, 1904. Mrs. vV--lived with her 
husband, with whom she had had two or three 
good quarrels, owing to her habits of intoxi­
cation. Some of her neighbours stated that 
on the- night previous to the discovery of her 
<leath they heard blows as of a heavy stick, 
and cries of '' }lurder!" The constable who 
gave evidence at the inquiry stated that there 
were marks of violence on the woman, and 
yet this accommodating doctor certified the 
cause of death to be natural-namely, kidney, 
heart, and liver di<case, and alcoholism. He 
(Mr. Lesina) believed, and many residents of 
Charters Towers believed that if the body of 
that woman were exhumed it was almost certain 
that fractured ribs would be discovered, and 
that it would be found that those fractures were 
of a recent date. Another case was that of :Mrs. 
JY1-~, who resided at Charters Towers, and who 
died suddenly on the 21st of July, 1D04. She 
was about thirty years of age, was living apart 
from her hnsband, and she ha:l been pregnant for 
four months. A medical man was called in after 
death, and he discovered certain signs which 
convinced him that everything pointed in the 
direction of her de,;th being due to hernorrhage 
of the genital organs, the assumption being that 
abortion had been attempted. The police took 
the body to the morgue, where it was examined 
by Dr. l<'orrest, who certified that death was due 
to hemorrbage-whether it was hemorrhage of 
the lungs, the heart, or any other organ, he did non 
say, but simply used the one word," hemorrhage." 
This was the perfunctory fashion in which the 
Government medical officer at Charters Towers 
performed his duty, and he was able to perform 
his duty in that way because he had behind him 
a strong Government. and a powerful clique in 
Charters Towers. In the case of Mrs. M--, 
hemorrhage was not the primary cause of death, 
it was only the secondary cause, The primary 
cause was, he believed, something altogether 
different-some instrumental or accidental means 
were the cause of the hemorrhage, and he held 
that the case was one which should form the 
subject of a Sf·arcbing in:ruiry. Constable Aspi­
nall was present at the }Jost mortcm examination 
in this instance, and his description of what he 
saw to some extent bore out the theory of certain 
medical men and residents on the field-that 
death was undoubtedly due to hemorrhage, 
resulting from an attempt to procure abortion. 
Another case w<1s that of :Yir, C--, a well-known 
resident of Charters Towers-a very popular man, 
whom he had known personally for many years. 
Mr. IJ-- was found dead, in October, in a 
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private house at Richmond Hill. It was stated 
at the inquiry that he had been drinking and 
taking opium-be had been employed in a chemist's 
shop-but nothing was done to show whether 
death was due to accident, to suicide, or to 
homicide. l\ o inquiry was held, and the police 
magistrate gave an order for burial. There the 
matter ended. \Vas this the way in which Go­
vernment medical officers carried out their 
duties? He thought it was advisable that the 
Home Secretary sl10uld give Dr. :B'orrest, the 
Government medical officer at Charters 'l'owers, 
a rap over the knuckles, and let him clearly 
understand that he must perform his duties 
carefully, and not slum them nver as he had 
done in the cases he had just mentioned. 

Mr. ·wooDS wished to know whether it was 
the duty of the Government medical officer in 
the Cairns district to examine persons supposed 
to be of unsound mind. fThe HmiE SECRE'l'AHY: 
I understand that it is.] \Yell, a short time ag-o 
there was arrested at Thorn borough a man who 
was supposed to be of unsound mind, and he was 
brought to Cairns. There he was examined by 
the Government medical oHicer, who pronounced 
him to be a fit subject for Goodna. The man 
was brought down to Brisbane under an e'cort, 
and the medical expert who examined him here 
found that there v, as nothing at all wrong with 
the man. The man was then turned adrift in 
Brisbane. Subsequently the officers of the 
Home Secretary's Department had him sent 
back to his family. By the action of the Go­
vernment medical officer at Cairns the State was 
put to the expense of sending the man to Bris­
bane with an eccort, and th5 man was branded 
with the stigma of having been arrested as a 
person of unsound mind. \Vhere a public officer 
perpetrated acts of that kind it was the duty of 
the department to get rid of him. Another 
matter to which he wished to direct attention 
was the fact thn,t there was only £30 down for a 
medical officer at Herberton, an officer who had 
to supervise six different hospitals. [Hon. R. 
PHILP : Does be ever see them?] He was 
satisfied that that officer never saw two of them. 
However, that was net the point. The medical 
officer at Cairns, who had only to supervise two 
hospitals, received £100, and at one time there 
was a medical officer at Thoruborougb at £30. 
He thought the allo'Nance for the Jierberton 
medical officer was insufficient, considering the 
number of hospitals he had to supervise. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was quite 
·possible that the medical officer made a mistake, 
but he understood that the case presented some 
peculiarities. It was not the duty of medical 
officers to inspect hospitals at all. 

Mr. MAX\VELL : In outside districts doctors 
did not care about taking the £30~-they had so 
much to do that it paid them better t0 get fees 
for any Government work. In his district one 
doctor was sent about 150 miles to view the body 
of a man who had been dead about a week, and 
all he was supposed to get was £30 per annum. 
One of the duties of the medical officers was to 
attend to the police of the district. 'l'he hon. 
member for \Voothakata had one medical officer 
in his district and wanted six or seven, but he 
(Mr. Maxwell) did not complain, though there 
was none at all in his electorate. If the doctor 
at Chillagoe did anything for the Government, 
he would ask for a nice fee, and any other doctor 
in the district would do the same. 

Mr. LESI:0i A: In his opinion, doctors did 
not perform the duties appertaining to the office 
of medical officer as they should be performed. 
Of course, they were allowed the right of private 
practice, and their official duties suffered in com­
parison with their private practice. In a case 

like lVIcCrae's a most perfunctory examination 
was made. If the Home Secretary would read 
up the Press reports in connection with that 
case he wonld come to the conclusion that it was 
advisable to rap Dr. Forrest over the knuckles, 
and tell him that, if he intended to continue to 
hold the pmition of medical officer, he must dis­
charge his duties rno1·e satisfactorily than he 
had done in the past. 

Mr. FORSYTH asked why there was no 
medical officer at Xormanton '? At Cairns and 
Cooktown £100 was paid, and l{ormanton was 
about as important a~ Cooktown. 

The HOME SECRETARY understood that 
at Kormanton the medical man was paid by 
fees. 

question put and passed. 

QliAHANTI~E. 

The HOME SECIU~TARY moved that £130 
be granted for "Quarantine." There was a redue­
tion in the Ynte this year of £7JO. The sD.lar~· of 
the medical superintendent, Brisbane-£50-
was omitted owing to the death of the late 
superintendent and the po,;ition not being filled 
up again. 

Mr. LESINA asked how the cultivation 
experiment at Peel Island was getting on ? 

The HOME SECRETARY: There would 
be a report laid on the table very shortly upon 
the subject. It was utterly impossible to make 
the experiment a success on the site chosen. 

Mr. FORSYTH wished to know why the 
position of medical superintendent, Brisbane, 
bad not. been filled up. If it was because there 
'vas now no quarantine station to superintend, itJ 
wou!d be all right. [The HmiE SECHETARY : I 
do not think there is any need for a medical 
superintendent.] 

Mr. WOODS asked what the £80 for Magnetic 
Island, Townsville, was for? [The HOME SECRE­
TAHY : There are caretakers there.] 

l\Ir. LESINA: If it was necessary to establish 
quarantine again, would the Government use the 
establishment at Peel Island? [The Hm!E 
SECRETARY: We would have to do that.] He 
understood the Federal Government intended 
taking over the quarantine station at Magnetic 
Island. Had they made any offer in connection 
with the matter? 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY : There was 
some talk of their doing so, but apparently the 
matter had lapsed. 

Ho:s-. R. PHILP thought it would be far 
better to turn the .Mag-netic Island quarantine 
station into a Northern Dunwich. If they 
waited until the :Federal Government took over 
quarantine, they were likely to wait a long 
time. 

Mr. LESINA understood that the people 
from Dunwich who were engaged in growing 
sisal hemp and vegetables at Peel Island 
received extra rations and certain payment. 
\Vhat amount did they receive, and what were 
the extra rations ? 

The CHAIRMAN : I do not think the hon. 
member is in order iu going into that question. 

Mr. LESINA: \V ell, the Chairman allowed 
it last year, as he would see on reference to 
Hansa,rJ, and now he shut down on it. 

The HOME SECRETARY had no objection 
to giving the hon. member the information he 
desired. \Vhen the old men fin;t went to Peel 
Island the understanding was that they were to 
receive an extra ration of tobacco. On one occa­
sion when he was clown they asked him if he 

Hon.P . .Aire:y.] 
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would make a certain cash allowance in lieu of 
the extrn tnb~cco. He thought it was a rea.snn­
able request, ,nd granted it, and the old rnen 
were very well satisfied with the change. 

Question pnt and passed. 

ELEC'I'OIL-\L HEGISTllATION. 

The HOME SEORETAHY moved that 
£3,GBO 1;e granted for "Ele~tural R.egi~tration." 
La,st year the ,:ote \Vas £D,3:l0, so th,;..t; there ,, as 
a reduction of £;), 7~0. The princitJal increase 
was one of £ISO in the item "' 1\ailway fares, 
frf'ights, printing, :-;tationery) and telegrarru;;,)J 
whilst there w:ts a reduction under the heading 
of "Elections" of £1i,550. 

Mr. I<'ORSYTH asked if the increase in the 
vote for '' 1-t::til W<'tY fares, freights, printing, etc.)" 
was dne to the preparation of the rolls under the 
new J~lection-; Act'! [The HoME SECHET.\RY: 
Yes, principally.] 

1\'Ir. BO\VMAX asked if it wc;s inter.dcd to 
remove the department to more commodious 
quarters? A_t pre-sent they were greatly hamR 
pered for want of room. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY: The Secretary 
for \\rork-; infonncd birn that preparations were 
now being made to loc 1te the dc·partment in the 
roon1t> in the Treasury Building at th-e corner of 
Queen and \Villiam streets which ktd been 
vacated by Dr. Ham. 

Mr. REI:2{HOLD : Some of the officers con· 
nected "h'ith elector:-tl registnttion had bee11 a 
very conBiderable time in the :<ervicfl. The 
passag-e of the last Election,; Act had given them 
a gre;1,t deal n1ore woJ:k to do, and he thought, 
in view of the large an1onnt of overtime they had 
worlu_,d during the htst six or eight nwnth.,, jt 
V\'ou1d be a grac·,_·ful recognition of their work if 
smne bonu.'; \,·ere gi \·en them. rrne vvork ·.vas 
splenrl:idly done now, and the people of the 
"\Vere re'f<tining the eunfidence in the office 
had been to a very la:!'ge t.'~-~tent ~h<tken for sotne 
years lMHt. 

}Jr. 1-L\_ \VT1I01-l~ thought the office 'vas 
really nntlenll:lnncd. (1--Ienr, hear!) rrhe work 
done during thn lr st fe\v n1ontbs was very credit~ 
able to the officers, ' be was ~u~·ry that no 
rises had been the department 
W<tS Yery 

1Ir. Th:L\C..:\_H.T:X EY wu .. -.; v1rrr that the hor-1. 
1nmnlJer, l\Ir. 1ieinhu1d, \Vas n"ut be-

canse, while he t:Hticl 
[7 p.n1.] d"ubt 

fidea~e in the 
-he went fnrth _ >: and mid Lh. 1-
tbe en,-;. a, little tirne SLHCE'. \\"'hen an hnn. 
l:081l1lJer itHldt-= <t s+aul'll!8llt of that kind he 
shnuld give "'Olllfl ru-; ·On for tht' iu~dnnation. 
\Yhate\·et bad bh~tt s dd in he ]-{ml''e in tjmes 
gone by on elc.ction n1:1,tten; 
rwt a\v;U'f_o tlwt ;~~;-:.y 
again8t the eh:ctor · l 
kne·A·, Llwt rl.t?pari.n1e~lt ·w. s llU",'; l"l.q~ely 
b:v the f;<U1le men vdw had been there for yt-mrs, 
with tho excr~J>tion of thu llGad of the dcp<nt­
nwnt. lt wr~:-:; a. sL~tenwnt whieh would not have 
1een n1n.dc~ if the hon. n1e1nl::.e!' had n.ny experi~ 
ence nf the 111atten:; \vhich b- h:ul reft->rred to. 
He belie1·ed dmt the dPpa!ttnent had been ever­
worked, and he hoped the 1linister would take 
tbe rnatter into SPri0u conside.·ation. lle a~ ked 
the :\Iinister if it were poc,;ibh to get advance 
copie,. of the annual electoral rolls? The work 
of putting the narm~ of women on the rolls was 
:1 very large one. The won1en were intert:-.;ting 
thernsel ve~ in the 1natter arnongst their own 
associations, nnd it would hdp them in their 
work if they could get ad Yance copies. 

[Hon. P. Airey. 

The HOME SJ~OHETARY: He did not see 
any chance of getting the rolls out before next 
ye~r, but if there was an;. opportunity of sending 
out proof sheets, they would do it to accom­
modate those who reC[uired them. 

Mr. MA UG HAI\ : Speaking of hiR own dis­
trict, he Ct)nld say that lllatterR in c >nnection 
vvith the rt'_~istration and redsion of names, and 
electoraltnatter~ ge.neraJ]y, had been earrled out 
very satisfactorily. He \\ould draw attenti,m to 
the form of declaration in the claim for enrol­
ment under the new Elections Act. L:uge 
numbers of electors in Ipswich had attested the 
claims as "electors of Ipswich," and these had 
been returned with instructions to append the 
words "an Plecl-or enrolled on the electoral roll 
for the electoral district of Ipswich." This was 
a long and URe1ess declaration to make, and 
should be made much more simple. He would 
suggest that an elector should simply be reC[uired 
to sign as "an elector." He belieYed that the 
Government were very anxious to have the re~ 
gistration of claims made in the simplest possible 
way, and it would s;we a great deal of trouble 
and inconvenience if the words he had suggested 
were printctl in the form by the Government 
Printer when new forms were being prepared. 

Question put. and passed. 

GO\'ER:'niENT _\DYERTISING BO"\RD. 

The HO:\Il~ SEORE'r ARY moved that 
.£4,320 be granted for the "Government Adver­
tising- Bon.rd. D The arnount ~howed an increat.e 
of .£2()2 as comparerl with the Yote of last Year­
£12 to thP clerk and .J~::r;r> in CCJntingencieR. The 
::uldiHonal anwnnt ·was n~qnired to cover thr. cost 
of advertising under the :Elections Act of 1\JOti. 

(/uestion put and passed. 

STEA:\rER ''OTTER.'' 

The HO::\IE SECRR:TA HY mond that 
.£2.5~8 be ~ritnted for thn :-..temner ''Otter.'' 
Tl1ere was a decrease of £100 as compared with 
last year. 

1\Ir. :B-,OHSYTH notic~·d :-,, red1wtion frmn 
£-±GO to £:~.~·0 f(1r '' rLp tits :~,nd ov Thanl.'' IIe 
1Jresun1ed the decrense '.·as ncconnted fnr by 
the sp:i?i;;l am_onnt PpPnt for tht~:'l~~ pnqJoses last 
Y~"~tr. LTlH= 1-1_o11E SEUHETAHY: Yes.] 

1\Ir. :\L-\OA RTi\EY wished to refer to the 
n1atter of lt>ntHnt; Go\·ernlnPnt fJt<-amer:-:, but not 
in acrimonion.-; 1uanner. ..A qnetition wa:c; 

on hi'-3 beha,H in connr;ction v ith the 
"LncinJan votf~ his enforced ~tbsence, 
a.nrl the IUinist.e;'::i to iha.t \V .s th, t thB 
circumRtn..nee.-; hrcppened two Year.s 
before Tba.t \\',t.s 110t as it happened ~i11ce 
the pa'-isiug (lf th·~ of la1:-1t yt'ar. [The 
PnK~JIEH: Ynn are referring totlH~ "I.ne·~lda;' ?] 
'rhe Premier wa~ r:ot tn stop him frorn 
r.neaki:1g. \Vl1.·tt. he "\V<.' know wa~:, if the 
GovernnH'nt Bt'-'HHlU'S Y>f e to b: is--me-d by 
the Govennnent for ? \Yere they 

to the G0vernn1ent, 
to tht\il' opponents? ]_['..: constitu­

ents \vere f 1titlecl to receive the same treatlnent 
ns t1H' crmNtituents of :tny nther electc~rate. LThe 
PHK\IJEH: }fake your eh:~rge.] He ]Jad no eh -·rge 
to n1ake. (Gw. ert11nent laughter.) 1-Ic ':'vnnld 
make his charge. He \vent to the Chief Secre~ 
tarv's Office and asked if the "Lncinda" could 
be grantei to him for the use of his con·,tituent', 
in accordance with tbe regnlationR, and he was 
refmed it. A fBw da.ys after another mem­
ber, who supported the Government, applied for 
the steamer on behalf of the same people, and it 
was granted. Owing to a device which was 
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practised it w"'s made to appear that the steamer 
was granted to a :\Iinister-be would not men­
tion his name-who required the steamer for 
that day, and the people who had asked for it 
went down the river as his guests. He under­
stood that the :\linister did not accompany the 
steam"r, and that the people who asked for it 
did not go a" his gue•;ts at alL ·what he asked 
for was that they should know the rule., which 
g-overned the lending of the Government steamers. 
He thought the boat should be lent openly, and 
not be granted to supporters and refused to 
political opponents. 

* The PREMIER: The hon. gentleman, speilk­
ing on the vote for the steamer "Otter," made 
a more or leRs acritnoniouR complaint about 
something which had occurred in regard to the 
"Lucinda." The matter was first raised by his 
deputy, the hon. member for Bulimba, when the 
vote for the "Lucinda" was under consideration. 
In Hansa1·d of the 11th October, on page 1130, 
the following appeared:-

}fr. BARliES ltad asked hi" question on behalf ol the 
hon. member for Toowong, who was unable to be 
present that evening. He w~s assured by the hon. 
member that on one occasion when he made applica~ 
tion for the use of the" Lucinda" for a certain institu­
tion, he was told by the Fnder Secretary that there 
was no chance of getting her. 'rhe hon. member for 
Toowong was, therefore, much surprised to find that 
about a fortnight later 1 he ;;;;a, me institution obtained 
the use of the "J,ucinda" through U1e agency of a 
member sitting on the other s'tde, and the teeling, in 
the mind of the hon. membe:t• was that whilst be sat on 
the Opposition ~ide there was no po1,:-.ibility of getting 
the st<-"amer. He was not in a position to mention the 
institution, but the Ender Secretary eonld give the 
information. 

The Under Secretary at that time was in the 
gallery, and he (the Premier) comulted that 
officer before he made his reply. This was 
the reply he gave, as shown in Hunoa1·d, page 
1131-

The PRE11!1-:R understood that the matter to which 
the member for Rnlimba referred occurred t\YO yca.rs 
ago. An application for the nse of tbc boat 1,vas made 
b~' thr.mem bm· for Too\YOng in connection with a Rnman 
Catholic ehnrch Ol' in~titntiou in one of tile suburb~. 
He was told that. the boat wns not anlilable for snch <t 
purpose. and it would be uo use making- application to 
the )Iinbter. I .. ater on another hon. member on the 
Government side made a similar avplication on behalf 
of the same institution and reeeivP·i a similar answer. 
At a later stage the steamer ·was granterl to a :\Iinister 
of the Ctown. who inyited the reprf'<;entatiye:o:: of thctt 
im~titution to acemupalJY him on the oeeasion. Of 
com·sc, tltc appiieation was granted merely bccau~c it 
came trom a _jiini:-tcr or the Crown. The AttorneY­
General was the culprit. :md he would keep hi~ eye On 
him in the future. 

That was prec:isely wh><t he was informed took 
place. He did not know that either the hon. 
n1en1her for Toowong or tbe hnn. tnernber for 
:B,ortitudc: Valley had applied for the boat for 
thttt institution, "'nd if the application had been 
nwde to him he wnuld ha Yen--fused to grant it, 
because the rule was that the boat would only be 
available for .c-chools m· charitable institut i'onti, 
or upon the application of a :\Iinistt'". There 
\Vas no volitical f-1ignifi~anc:~ in the matter, as the 
boat W:lS refused to both the hon. member for 
Ton\\'tmg and the hon. rnernber for Yortitude 
·vallt'y' because their avplic~nions for the boat 
were for pnrpmJ<'H for which ir; was not thA 
practice to grant the stertn1er. The ht:n. rr1en1ber 
for Toowong hacl no grievance whatever in the 
matter, and be was astonished that the hon. 
member had again raised it before the Com­
mittee. 

~Ir. l\IAOARTNEY: There were more ways 
than one of killing a cat, and the only difference 
wa.s that he was killed the other WDy. It was 
quite true that the Under Secretary told him 
he could not get the bmtt, and that be aleo told 
the hon. member for Fortitude Valley that he 

lno5-4~ 

could not get it; but the Under Secretary 
pointed out to the bon. member for Eurtitude 
Valley, in a.n ingenions way, how lv~ could get 
the steamer. [An honourable member: How 
do you know?] Because the F nder Secretary 
pointed ont to himsr;if that he could get the boat 
if he got a ~Iinister t" apply for it. He dr,clined 
to do that, bec·tuso if he could not g-et the boat 
direct hf' would not get it at all. He accepted 
thP veroonal explanation of the Premier, and 
could C]uite under8t1tnd that he bad nothing to 
do with the matter. But the principle was bad, 
and should not be continued. 

* The PREMIER: The hon. member bad no 
grievance whatever. [Mr. J\IACARTKEY: I will 
leave it to a wider audience to decide that.] He 
was quite content tn leave it to a wider audience. 
The hon. member had twice attempted to make 
political capital out of the incident, though at the 
same time the hon. member acquitted him (the 
Premier) of any improper motJi ve, Rs indeed he 
must do, seeing that he knew nothing whatever 
of his application or of the application of the 
bon, member for Fortitude Valley. He only 
knew of the applications for the ste•mer frJr the 
purpose for wh;ch it was used when the matter 
was raised in the House. The fact that the 
steamer was refused to a supporter of the Govern­
ment a~ well as to the hon. member showed that 
there was no political influence in the rnatter; 
but the hon. mernb8r was angry now because the 
hon. member for Fortitude Valley fo!lc,wrd the 
suggestion, which the hon. member said was .. 
made to himself, as a way of evading the rnle. 

~Ir. 1\fAOARTYEY : If the hon. gentleman 
thought he wag going to bend the knee to him 
and ""'Y' "Please, lVIr . .iYiorgrm, will you do me 
a personal favour," he was greatly rnistaken 
because he was not going to do anything which 
might deprive him of his right of free criticism 
in the Home. 

Mr. PETRU~: As a member of the Opposi­
tion, he wiRhed, in justic•--, to the Govennnent., to 
""'Y that whenever he had applied for the steamer 
for schools he had received fair play. On one 
occasion the use of the steamer w:ts refused to [L 

school committee in his dectorate because 
although be had told them it was a rule that 
they r~ust not make any _money out of the trip, 
they 1gnorecl the 0nndrtwn-an act for which 
he WRS not to blrtme; but they had regretted 
that action, and he hoped that it would be over­
looked in the event. of their makir10' another 
application for the use of the stee~mer. n 

"Mr. HA WTHOR:'\ : Although he oupported 
the Government, he had on several ocoa£:.ions l1een 
refused the use of the stc· ctner when he applied 
for it for \vhnt hr considered was a desirable 
purpose. J-Ie understood that the retail grocers 
had apph~d for the ste,.mer, thinking- they 
wonld get It on the san1e terniR a~ the Brislmne 
Traders' A::)~ociaLi1l1l and the Uhamber of Con1~ 
n1e~"ce, and they naturally fr--It r~Jggrieved when 
th~·ir applica,' ion wa:3 refnsed. He thon~ht the 
l'nle 'honld be the same in all case,, and that no 
exception should be made in favour of any insti­
tution. 

~Ir. LESil'\ A pointed out that since the vear 
IS:JS the '·tf' mer "Otter" had cost the State 
£22,,fi5, and that the vote had been exceeded 
eYer.v _ )'f: ·1.r. Last ye,tr the amount exppnded 
wa-. £:3,103, w her ea., the stun voted was £2, G-18, 
and they had no guarantee that the prc,ent vote 
wonld not be exceeded. The "Lucinda" had 
c,>st £2l,GS2 since 1808, so that sincP that year 
the two boacs had ClW', nearly £14,000. Between 
18!lii and lS:JS the two b.Jats CDSt between thent 
£HJ, /2fl. He understood that the boilers of the 
"Otter" were out of repair. [The Hmm SEUHE­
TAHY: No; they were repaired last year. J \V ell, 

Jvf r. LeS"ina.] 
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the leader of the Opposition had pointed out on 
a previous occasion that it was a bad move to 
repair the boilers, as the vessel wanted a new 
hull, and it would be cheaper to buy a new 
steamer. 

HoN. R. PHILP asked what amount was 
spent on the "Otter" last year? 

The HO::\fE SECRETARY: The total ex­
penditure nu the vessel last vear was £3 :no of 
which £!):![) was for repairs: [Hon. R. 'pHI,LP: 
\V hat was the natnre of thCJ repairs?] The 
boiler was pnt in thoromrh order, and the vessel 
generally received a good overhaul. 

HoN. H. PHI LP: The "Otter., was an old 
boat, and had been constantly repaired. Re 
understood that there were not sufficient life­
saving apJ!liances on board, but in any case he 
dtclnot tlnnk she should be lent for larae parties 
as it vrould Le very ri,:;:ky for her to go 

0

down th~ 
Ba,y_with a large number of passengers. All ex­
curslmls should be confined Go the "'Lucinda "and 
the "Otter" should be kept for a workmg boat, 
because people who borrowed the latter ran a 
great risk. He b8lieved there were only suffi­
cient ltfe-saving appliances for about 100 people. 

'The HOME SECRETARY: 'rbut w.1s what 
he was doing. During the last twelve months 
the, "Otter" had not been used more than twice 
for excursion pnqJof'es. 

Nir. IYOODS asked who was responsible for 
the "Otter" sinking in clock when she went in 
for repairs? 

The HO:\lE SECRJ~TARY had no informa­
tion about the rrm.tter, and there was no records 
in the offiee of such an occurrence. 

Mr. \YOODS pointed ont some time r,go that 
when the ve<....-;el \\'as docked, beforeshewPnt North 
with the Treasurer, sho sauk in the dock. Seeing 
the hon. gentlen1an had a con1petent engineer in 
his cleparttm·nt, he should get him to inspect 
the boiler.s of the'' Lncinda" and ~'Otter,') and 
then they '."\'nnld know where tbey were. T_.~nst 
year, when he ,. >lied attention to the condition 
of the boil et·~ in both ships, the Home Secretary 
rtnd the Prernier said that the boilers ·were 
exan1ined by a cnrnpetent 1nan, and 1Nere found 
to be in gr:od ender. Yet those reports proved 
to be ahsulutPly incorrect. The present engi­
neer on the "Lncinda" had had to put a patch 
on t!Je boiler of that ,·esse! himself, and the 
"Otter" actually went to the bottom of the 
clock with 4 feet of water in her hold. It 
was rather singular that the Hmne Secretary 
knew nothing about it, seeing he (Mr. \Voods) 
brought the D1~tttHr under his notice smne thne 
ago. ..After the "Otter" returned from the 
1'\ orth, she had to go in dock for further repairs 
to her boiler. The boiler inspector of the 
depa.rtn1ent was a, n1ost con1petent 111an, and he 
~hould asked to examine the boilers of both 
boatS. nndPrStood the hon. lil8lllOer for 
:Fortituclf Valley had the use of both vessels last 
Saturday, and he wanted the Home Secretary 
to guard lh.e lives of the children on board the 
boats against such accidents as that which 
occurred the other clay in the district of the !ton. 
member for the J,ogan. [Hon. R. PHlLP: They 
are examined every Rix months.] They were 
not examined every six months. Tbe boilers of 
the "Lucincla" were found to be as thin as tissue 
paper, and after the "Otter" returned from the 
~orth, althongh her boilers were supposed to be 
in good order, when they were filled they leaked 
so badly that the vessel sank to the bottom of 
the dock. 

Hox. R. PHILP: Everyone acquainted with 
shipping knew that all vesseis were inspected 
every six months by a competent marine 
surveyor. He believed the marine sun·eyor for 

[Mr. Lesina. 

the port of Brisbane was a competent man. He 
passed all the vessels on the coast, and his 
certificate was accepted in Sydney, Nielbourne, 
and in London. Surely he was qualified to pass 
the boi!Ars of the "Lucinda" and "Otter," and 
he understood that he inspected them Every six 
months. 

Mr. LESINA: If the life-saving appliances 
on the " Otter" were as inadequate as the leader 
of the Oppositicm had stated, the Home Secre­
tary should not allow the boat to be used for 
excursion purposes. [The HoME SECHETAR r : It 
is for that reason I am not letting her out.] He 
believed that last Saturday there was something 
like 100 people-principally children-on board, 
and, in the event of anything going- wrong, and 
it became necessary to rewrt to the life-saving 
appliances, there might be a terrible holocaust. 

Mr. WOODS: Seeing the leader of the Oppo­
sition had raised the question, it was only fair 
that be should take exception to his statement 
that the inspector referred to was a competent 
n1arine engineer. As a matter of fact, hi:3 ex­
perience as an engineer was confined to two years 
behind the bar in Phillips's hotel in Creek strrnt, 
and his qualifications were distinctly proved in 
the recent case in the Supreme Court over the 
"Kingswear." [Hon. R. PHILP: \Vhat is the 
man's name?] No one knew his name better 
than the hon. gentleman. A few years ago the 
sarne 1nan was in the service at Townsville, and, 
in company with the locomotive superintendent 
there, he went to examine the boilers of a vessel. 
This man said the boilers were all right, but when 
the locomotive superintendent tapped the boiler 
with a hammer, the hammer went right through 
the boiler. 

Ho}:. R. PHILP thought the Home Secretary 
should take note of this charge. He thought the 
man'.s narne \vas Camp bell. If he was not com­
petent he ourrht not to he there, but he had 
always heard that he wus a good man. He did 
not know him personally, but he knew that his 
certificate v,rent all over the world. ~J\s to sa.ying 
that a boiler was like tissue-paper, the 1nan who 
said that made a statement that he knew was 
devoid of truth. Such a boiler would collapse. 
[~Ir. \Voons: The hon. gentleman knows the 
meaning of the term.] He did not. The hon. 
1nernber was never an engineer, although he 
posed as one. [1\Jr. \VooDs: That is all you 
know about it.J The hon. member was what 
was called a. "sbovt'l engineer "; he had passed 
no apprenticeship. 

Question put and passed. 

HOSPl'fALS AXD CJIARITAHLE IXSTITUTIONS. 

The HOJ\lE SECRETARY moved that 
£G4,850 be granted for "Hospitals C~ncl Charitable 
In.stitntion::;." There was a net decrease on the 
vote of £133 this year. He called the .1ttention 
of hon. members to the fact that Lhere was a 
rliffennt arrang·ement of the vote this year. 
Last year .£52,000 was put clown for hospitals 
g-enerally, and £3,000 for emergency patients, 
Brisbane Hospital was a separate item. This 
year the amount for the Brisbane Hospital­
£8,500-was put down separately, and then there 
was an item of £4G,500 for hospitals generally. 

iYir. FORSYTH: The total number of em­
ployees in the Diamrmtina Hospital was 2fi, 
while the average number of patients was G7, 

although there were 74 in the hos­
[8 p.m.] pital last year, and 93 admissions 

during the year, making a total of 
lGG. It appeared to him that 25 emr,loyees for 
67 patients-more than one-third of the total 
figures-was rather too much. He asked for some 
explanation of the matter. 
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:\fr. TURNER : He had been asked by a 
'Patient of the Diamantina Hospital to specially 
express her thanks for the kind treatment she 
had received at the hands of the matron and the 
staff generally. She eaid she spol<e not only for 
herself, but also for the other patients, and she 
hoped that he would speak about it the first time 
he had the opportunity. 

Mr.M"LLCAHY: Jloth the Dalby Sanatorium 
and the Diamantina Hospital,, were excellent 
institutions, but there was aJways Ct>nsiderable 
difficulty in getting a patient in there, because 
there was not sutficie!lt accommodation. It was 
well known that they would not t10ke patients 
into the Dalby Sanatorium except in the early 
st10ges of the disease. Now these patients 
might. have been in hospitals for perhaps one, 
two, or three months, and he knew a numbm· of 
them who were wretchedly poor and bad no 
3helter, and it was only the charitably disposed 
people living in the district who assisted them. 
Surely if they took patients in the early stage 
of the disease they should abo make provision 
for them in the later stages. Something should 
be done for those people. 

The HOME 8:ECRET ARY: ~With regard to 
the Diamantina Hospital, he must adrnit that 
there wa:-; an undue preponderance of employees 
as compared with tbe nurnbt,r of patients, but 
the hP,pital was fully equipped and could 
accnmmodate two or three times that number of 
patients. He w.mld point out that these patients 
nt>edecl a Vl'ry large arnount of attention in every 
way. and the <xpense wac; out of all proportion 
to those in other hospitals. He wns sorry th;ct 
ther y1ad not U11Jte accorrnnodation in the 'Dalby 
and Dimn:mtina institutions so that they could 
admit all the c·1sec; that desired to get accumrno~ 
dation there. Of course, the doctor had to be 
given a certain anwunt of latitude. ..After 
diagnosing the cases, if he ~'aw any chance of 
f'uring a person he admitt,~d him, and if he 
thought the person beynnd the curing stage he 
refuS<d to admit him. It was nnfortun,te that 
tlH•y had a rn;_InbPr of case:; of tuberculosis in one 
fonn or another in the State, a.wl he was afraid 
they would have to provide n1ure expenditure fol.' 
it in the future. 

:i\lr. CO\V Al' drew attention to the existence 
of numerous cases of u1iners' phthisis or miners' 
con.snmption on the rnining flelds. The rniners 
took no notice of t.he cmnplaint, thinking that it 
wa' merely a bit of a cold, until it gut ,nch rL 

hold of them that it was incurable, and then 
they conld not get a(hnissinn int.> the ~ana~.orinrn 
at Dalhy or the Di;cmantina Hospital. He PUg­
ge,ted that the matter should be inquired into 
with the view of provit]jng a ward for thL'•:e 
unfortunate rniner.o; ·who snffcring frmn 
nliner.'-i · tuberculosis. He it wonld cost 
only J;~IJ or J:~o. 

:\Ir. PAGJo;T thought the Miuister mio;ht 
~eriou:sly consider the tnatter to vvhich attention 
had been drawn by the bon. 1nernbu.· for li'itzroy. 
The imtitution at Dalby seemed to be of ~reat 
benefit to the patients who had ben there. 
Looking U\'er the report for Jast yea.r, he saw the 
a\erage c~)st, of patient-; only a1nountecl to £~17. 
Tbe !lledical officer's rerort stated tha,t of the 
patients who left the institution in l!JOl six 
'\vere lost sic-ht of, five had relapses, ccnd ten 
\vere tluiug well when h;,:.;t heard of. 'l'ha.t 
showed that that pn,rticnlar loc::tlity was specially 
suited for these people \Vho were suffering frmn 
this cnmplaint. Then, last :·ear, of those who 
were discharged in 1\102 five were lost sight of, 
one only had a relapse, and the remaining ten 
were enjoying good health \'ihen last heard of. 
The l\finister might. well take into considemtion 
the aclvisableness of extending this institution. 

He drew the attention of the Minister to the 
report of Nurse Amy Perry, on page 19 of the 
Health Commissioner's report. The report stated 
that she visited peoplA at certain places. \V ere 
the whole of those visits made in Brisbane, or 
did they include outside places as well? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The first page 
of the report referred to ,·isi ts in Bnsbane on! y. 
He did not think Nurse Perry visited other 
places. [Mr. l:'AGET : She seems to be doing 
very good work.] Witb regard to the question 
of hospital treatment for consumptives, he would 
q note from the report of the Inspector of General 
Hospitals in 1902, which said-

Jlefercnce was made in last ycar'v; report to the ten­
dency on the part of the general hospitals of the State 
to refuse admission to cases of consumption. This 
tendeney is increasing, and the di/llenlty of finding 
~~ecommoclation for this class of patient is daily becom­
ing more acute. rrlw ,Jubilee tSanatorium eau accom­
modate bnt tllirty~two, and by its rules it is precluded 
fl·om admitting cases other than tho~e which are pre­
smnably curable. rrhe Diamantina Hospital for chronie 
diseases has hitherto been able to accommodate eight 
only. When the 11cw additions are complete, there 
will be accommodation for eight o1· twch~e more. But 
this, in comparison wllh the iHunlJer of casPs demand­
ing treatment, is a ~mall matter. \Yhen both the 
abovenamed in6titntion~ are tull, ca~es who are with­
out means 'vill still have to b~ sent on, a:-: now, to the 
Benevolent ~\.-:.ylmu at Dunwich, an institution quite 
un~uital)lt• fort lJc pnrpot·c. 

It will be lmpo::;siblc for the (;overmnent to under­
take the isolntiou :tnd trearmeut of all Qncenshtnd's 
con.smnptives; anLl tllcre secws nn reason wh~" ii should 
lJe askPd to tlo ~o. :X or, as all'C.l(lr pointed out, is there 
any rPa:-;on why the general ho.-.:pitals or the State 
~hould rdu~e uf the.-.:r; ca~r--. Cm~snmption is a. 
cowmmJieahle but iis communicability Iwty be 
reudercd ha.nnless by precantiolls which arc no\v 
wellnndcr~tood. The open-air treatment can be prnc­
ti5'ed dlici(~ntly in tents or open-air w:wds, vdlich cun 
be erected economieally, alld onlinary care i<:: sufficient 
t.o pre\ ut the spreatl of infection. 

The Diamantina Hnspitullmd two such open-air 
wards, a11d it n1ight be nseful to smne outside 
hospitols if they sent a rupresentative there to 
Ree how cases were treated. 

Mr. MDLCAHY was sure thnt country 
hnspitals never refusecl to take such patients. 
They did take them, and kept them for a con­
siderable time. At the hospital in his own dis­
trict they were sometimes kept for six and 
tvvelve rnonths, bnt it \Vas a great drain upon the 
funds of country hospitals to keep patients such 
a long tirne, and he thought a SfWcial effort 
should bP rnade to do something for those 
nnfortunate people who could not help them­
selves. 

Mr. HYLAXD thought the Dalby and Roma 
district·~ were very suitable for consurnptive 
patients, and he believed t.bey had a sufficient 
staff jn the hospital:-3 now in existence to treat a 
n1nch larger nurnber of patients than were at 
11re:-;ent unct~n' treatuwnt, i.f only the necessary 
a.ccomrnodatl\)ll were provided. He hnped the 
fr1iniNter \von1d Uf:e his influence with the Gn­
Yernment, and see that the Diarnantina Hospit;cl 
was enlarged. 

:\Ir. 2\L\.CARTNEY: If the institutions under 
discu~f:don were a.bsolutely required as jn::titu­
tiom which ought to be supported hy the Go­
vernment, then they should provide the neces-m·y 
accomn1odation for the treat1nent of patients 
seelcing admission. If they did not do that, then 
they should support the g-eneral iwspitals in such 
a way as would enable thent to vrovide reason­
able tre,tment for such patients. ~Where an 
institution was limited in itR Cfl,pacity ,~nn1e 
people must be refused achr1ission, and while 
there might not be any favouritism exercised in 
deciding who should be recei,·ed into the institu­
tion, those who were refmed admission would 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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think it a great hardship. He knew of one case 
where a patient applied some two or three 
n1onths ago for adn1ission, and, as far as he was 
aware, not even an acknowledgment of his appli­
cation had yet been received. He had seen the 
medical certificate of a well-known medical man 
in which it was stated that the case was a 
curable one, but a few weeks after the application 
was made the patient died. \Vhen applications 
were made they should be df'alt with at once, so 
that the applicants might know in what position 
they strod. 

The HOME SECRETARY :He did not know 
the particular case to which the hon. member 
alluded, but if the hon. member would give him 
the name he would have inquiries made into the 
matter. As a matter of fact, there were many 
considerations which might induce an outside 
practitioner to take a merciful view nf a case, 
and recommend the patient for admission to the 
hospital, but it was inadvisable to interfere with 
the officer in charge of the institution in such 
matters. 

HoN. R. PHILP supposed the Government 
could provide double the present accommodation 
at the Diamantina Ho8pital and the Dalhy 
Sanatoriurn without incurring 1nuch more ex­
pense for nurses, and he hoped they would take 
the matter into their serious consideration, as 
country hospitals would not be able to keep 
patients for six or nine months as they had done 
in the past. 

lVIr. P AGET: Under the heading "Miscel­
laneous Receipts'' the Auditor-General reported 
that the sum of £7,217 13s. lid. was received 
from asylums, orphanages, etc. Could the 
:Minister tell the Committee what amount was 
received from patients in the Dalby Sanatorium, 
and what was the proportion of paying to non­
paying patients in that institution? 

The HOME SECRETARY replied that 
patients in the Dalby Sanatorium were supposed 
to pay if they were able, and some paid only ils. 
a week. ()f cnnrBe, if a patient could not afford 
to pay, he was not required to do so. He could 
not say how m"'ny paying patients there were in 
the instituticn. 

Mr. HEIN"HOLD pointed out that proba­
tioners ar. the Brisbane General Hospital were 
paid on1,y £5 0' year, whereaR prohationers at the 
Diamantina Hospital were paid £20 per annum. 
He noticed that cct the ,T ubi lee Sanatorium a 
gardener rec<,jved £100 a year while a labourer 
got only ~1:32, and that at the Diamantina Hos­
pit.al five emploYees got as wages only £100 
among them. \V ere the latter < mployod all the 
year :round, and what \\ages did they receive? 

The H03IE SECRETARY rPplied that tbe 
mFn referred to were not emplo,ved constantly. 
He could not say what was their weokly wccge, 
as he did not kno-\V ho\v long the:v were em­
ployed. 

i\Ir. FORSYTH thought tlmt £33 was a 
Rn1sJl snn1 tn colle·.:t from 12-i p~1tients in the 
Diamantiua Hn<pital. At th•e Lccdy Lamingtnn 
Ho.spital they lmd a scale of payments, which 
wa' printerl on cards and fnrnished to the 
patients. The reln,ti ves f;aid according to their 
wean'"1 a,nc1 inquiries were rnade in all c>'lses to 
ascertain \vhether the patient or her rPlativeR 
were in a poRitinn to p<ty. This systen1 had 
worked remarkably well. About J!20 was re­
cei\ ed dtn·iug one week, hut the average wa-, 
probably only £4 nr £~. Such a system might 
bring in a conr;ideral1le anwnnt of revenue in 
connecticm with the Diam,mtina Hospital. Of 
c0nrsA, any personH who were un:1,ble to pay 
,hould not be askt'd for payment. [The HmiE 
SECRETARY: Some of the patients in the Dia-
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mantina Hospital are very poor.] There were 
some who coulcl probably afford to pay. [Mr. 
LESI~A : Speak up; we cannot bear a wDrcl you 
say. It is just a casual conversation.] 

Mr. BO\VMAN hoped that some place would 
be provided in ccmnectinn with the Diamantina 
Hospital where clergymen could conduct the 
funeral service. At present the only place for 
the purpl)se was the mortuary. Tho Dian1an­
tina H,>spital was one ot the best cunducted 
institutions he had come across. The rncctron 
was beloved by all the patients ; she seemed to 
have thorough control, and the patients were 
treated in such a way that there wera no accusa­
tions of favouritisnJ. \Vith regard to the Dalby 
Sanatorium, he had been instrumental in getting a 
number of patients sent thene, ccnd there wtts little 
or no difficulty in getting thern in, particularly 
when Dr. Stuart approved of their cases. :From 
letters received from patients, be knew they had 
derived great benefit from their stay. 

Mr. REINHOLD asked whether it was a fact 
that some of the probationers in the Brisbane 
Hospital had occasionally to put in twelve hours 
at a stretch, and at night-time were left in sole 
charge of a ward, for .£5 a year? 

The HOME S.ECRETARY had no informa­
tion on the subject, bnt some member of Com­
mittee might be able to answer the hon. mem­
ber. 

Mr. LESINA thought the qnestion a very 
pertinent one. [Hon. R. l'HILP : It is a Go­
vernment hospital now.] The practice had lasted 
for many years, and, if the Governmentiutended 
to follow it, he protested against it. [The HOME 
SEcm~TARY: The old dgime is still in effect. \Ve 
have not interfered in the arrangements at all.] 
For that reasm1 it might not be well to attempt 
to disturb things now, but they might get an 
assurance from the Home Secretccry that the 
system would not be Cdntinued. If they had to 
find a cnmiderable proportion of the money fnr 
the upkeep of the hospital, they ought to h'we 
smne to. ay in regard to the labour conditions of 
the employees. The Government would cer­
tainly have to make cc change if all that he he,ud 
ccbout the institut.ion was correct. However, he 
was n1ore concerned in some of the c0nntry hos­
pitals. The Clermont Hospital, he was glad to 
say, was doing vpry well. \Vhen the P.nd(nv­
rnent was reclncPd last year, tl1ey held a sports 
Cdrnival and raised abont £200, and mr"t of the 
country hosvitals did the same. He regretted 
very mnch, all the same, that the endowment 
was again reduced. [Tbe Hmu: SECRETARY: 
It is the same as la•,t year.] \Vith the g.,od 
seaROnH they were having, the Go~'ernrrlent ought; 
to increase the endowment next year, though he 
did not bear much outcry from the ho,pital 
people now. He believed the l'roserpine Hos­
piLal had closed down and the furnitnre had 
been sold, though the Secretary for Agriculture 
gave him a di~"tinct assurance la~t year that ne 
hospital'· ould be allowed to close its door>. In 
spi~e of that promis,', however, the Ravenswood 
Hospital, the l'rooerpine Hospital, and the 
l\T~~unt Garr,et Hr~s~~ital had clo~ed, and the 
Charters Towers Hospital ""-S heavily in debt. 
\Vlutt wa:;; tht~ value nf n.riniE<terial promit.e;, in 
the face of facts like th;~t? ]'{ o rr,ore desccrving 
expenditure appeared on the EstinJates than the 
subn~ntion to hospitalR, :.tncl the only regrPt was 
"hen it ''as found neces,ary to rt'dnce the 
a;nnunt. If it vvas not increased next year, he 
thought there wonld be a great outcry amongst 
hon. mernbers and frmn the public outKide. The 
g-rant in aiel of benevolent societies was £~,000. 
Seeing those inRtitutions received Go\'ernrnent 
money, he thought copies of their balance-sheets 
and reports should be placed in the hands of 
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hon. members. The Charities Organisation 
Society in Brisbane recein l £70 last year from 
dona,tion8, and he noticed that £()5 was spent in 
salaries, the balance being all that w:>s spent in 
charity. [~1r. PMmT: They received £121< in en­
dowment last year.] It apJJeared that the society 
was composed of the representat.iYes of other 
benevolent societif's, and their bu.sinPs:-; \Vas to dis­
covei' malingerers and iinpo::;tors. [~:Ir. BAH.NES: 
They are doing good work.] If they found 
persons who fell one-eighth of an inch below their 
,standard, these profe.s8ionnl philanthropists and 
:Pceksniffs put them down as undeserving of 
assistance. No rnore odious organl~ation of 
human beings wa~ Pver g.1thered togethPr than 
those Paul Prys, who onght to be in petticoats. 
They seemed to take a g!1oulish delight in prying 
into the intnost recel"'ses of other peuple'8 charac­
ten;, and he thought tbe society ougbt to be 
knocked on the heo,d and refused cmy more Go­
vernment endowment. To endow them when 
the hospitals were crying ont for a.ssistanc;e 'vas 
infamuus. He did not believe in subventionR 
being paid to any of those societie8 at all. The 
whole system of charity onght to be plecPd on a 
national basis anrl aclmini-;tered by officers re­
sponsible to Parliarnent. Such societies gave 
a ,sistance to their own kith and kin, and 
to tho:;;;e of the f-::lrtn1e per~:>uat:ion-a condition 
of things which was absolutely indefensible. 
He did not know whether the Sah·ation Army, 
mentioned as receiving the money, harl any con· 

nection with the "doss" house in 
[9 p.m.l Ann street, which was run on very 

loose and lax lines. All the helpless 
hardnps of thP city congregated there, and they 
had to pay for what they received. It was only 
a small price, but they had to pay ju-;t the Sll,ltle. 

It wa" nothing for nothing, and they were liable 
to be bumped out with all the strength and 
ferocity that could be di,played by the officer in 
charge. [The HO}IE SlWHE'rARY: They get 
nothing out of thio vote.l IV ell, the Rescue 
Home got £200, and he objected to it. The 
people had to contribute towards that amount, 
and they should be consulted through their 
representative,. If there were needs that must 
be met, then they should be met by the 
Government. People could then come and 
get the assistance as a matter of right. 
\Vhen the late H'.lll. \V. H. Browne 
was in office he asked him to go around and 
interview these institutions; he did so, but he 
did not know wh>tt the result was. [The SEC· 
l\EI'AHY FOR AGRIOCLTCHE : He was perfectly 
satisfied.] At any rate one or two insti­
tutions were struck off the list through it. 
Then he (Mr. Lesina) tackled the late Home 
Secretary, :iY1r. 1-'oxton, and kept at him for two 
\·ea.r.; until he closed another institutic•n which 
had been banking the subsidies received for 
about twenty-live years. He contended that 
all these 'ubsidies should be knocked nn the head 
and the rnoney i3p8nt in a much rnure rational 
and more respectable manner by the State. 

:VIr. BARNES: The hon. member for Cler­
mont evidently was not in touch with the work 
done by these societies. 'fhe Charity Organisa­
tion Society was 8aving the Governntent large 
sums of n1oney, and wa~ also saving the busine.ss 
peoplA large sums of money, becauoe it pre­
vented impostors from going round and collecting 
in the name of the charit"ble institutions. He 
was surprised to hear the hon. member speak 
against the rescue work of the Salvation Army. 
No Government department could do the work, 
either as thoroughly or as well as the twol socie­
ties to which the hon. member referred. The 
hon. member wanted the people outside to 
believe that he was the only person who was 
.looking after the funds of the country. 

Mr. PAGET: The sum of £i\ii,OOO was asked 
for for hospitals, includmg the Brisbane Hos­
pital. In th•l Auditor-General's report and in 
the Treasurer's tables there was the sum of 
£fi0,370 i\s. spent in endowments to hospitals 
last year, which amounted to £1 3s. to the £1. 
He would like to know what would be the 
endowment this year, because he under.,tood 
that the endowment was to he paid on the 
receipts of last year. He belieYed that the 
£4fi,500 was to be divided pm 1'at.2 amongst the 
country hospitaLs, and he would like to know 
at how much to the £1 it would work ouc. 

The HOM1£ SJWRETARY: The £fi0,000 
alluded to includerl £17,000 spent on account the 
previous year .£0,000 fur mnergency patients, 
and £40,000 f~r last year. The rate of endow­
ment would be a little over £1 4s. to the £1. 

Mr. HA IVTHORN took c'xception to the 
remarks made by the hon. member for Clermont 
about the charitable institutions, particularly 
with reference to the benevolent society. [Mr. 
I~ES!SA: I said the Charity Orgmisation Society.] 
He did not know anything abuut the Charity 
Organisation Society, but he knew the bm1evolent 
institution::; were doing Rplendid work. They 
collected the money themseh-es, and the Go­
vernruent allwYed eud.ownH-~nt on the arnounts so 
c•Jllected. They sought out the people who 
needed relief and gave it to them. They should 
not let the hon. member's ste,tements go un­
challenged. 

Mr. L l~SIN A: He did not object to these 
people running the~e institutions the1nselves, 
but he objected to the State contributing to 
their funds. \Vhy should not the principle 
which the Government applied to Dunwich and 
other places be extended to take in the wnrk 
which these societies wen~ now doing·? The 
Charity Orf(anisation Society was neither more 
nor less than a private detective agency which 
went round spying on people and we_re doing 
work which the police should be dOing. He 
wonld read what the Aye, a Brisbane pRper, 
said about this society, and he would tell them of 
the methods of another society which did not 
receive any aid fronl the State in comparison. 
The Age of the 11th :February, 1805, got hold 
of a balance-sheet of the Charity Organisation 
Society, and here was its analysis-

Any idea that this f'Ociety concerns itself with giving 
a'vav its fnnds to widovos and orph<ms, and hardnps, 
generally, is bRstless. Its balance-sheet shows that its 
tota,J expendihwc was £292· 10s. 4cl., ont of which £241 
ISs. 4d. was sp0nt in secretary's salary and collector's 
commission. '!'his left £50 to lJc distributed in Telief in 
the twelve months. 
That worked out that about £5 was spent in 
secretary's salary and collector'::;; ,cnm!nissio.n, 
and 1Ds. fl~d. a week was spent in rehef. He 
knew anotl;er society, St. Vincent's, which did 
not receive State aid, and worked on different 
lines to that. [Mr. iUAOARTXE¥: You should 
include all the beneYolent instituti.ms, as they 
are all included in the Charity Orgcmisation 
Society.] This was the society which said it 
was formed to prevent impostors going round im­
posing on the business people. The late Hon. 
\\'.H. Browne said that it would he better to be 
itnpused on anntu.lly by a few irnpo.stors than. to 
g·ive away the money every year to the Chanty 
Organisation Society. They had a large bodJ: of 
police, and why could they not hunt 'JUt these nn· 
postore and arrest them under the Vagrant Act? 
His contention was that the society was not a 
charity society at all, but a priva"te detective 
agency for the discovery of imrJostors, and such 
work was the proper and leg I tnnate functwn of 
the·police. The society's income for the year was 
made up as follows :-Subscriptions, £124 2s. 9d.; 
refunds, £1 Os. 6d. ; Government endowment, 

Mr. Lesina.] 
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£164 lSs. lOd. The Government endowment 
was a little more than £3 Gs. for every .£1 of 
relief given hy the society. The balance-sheet 
of the SL Vincent de Paul Society showed a 
very different state of things. Out of a total 
expenditure of £()6 10s. lld. f,w the year they 
spent £95 ls. Gd. in relief, leaving only £1 !Js. Gd. 
for expenses. Some people might imagine thi1t 
this was a sectarian organisation, but he woulcl 
point out that one of its rules was-

The title 0f the poor to our commiseration is their 
poverty itself. We do not intglire what party or sect 
they belong to. 

That was true charity, and he held that such 
societies had no right tn inquire into the habits 
of the poor because they needed assistnnce. 
The Home SecretarY should knock out this en­
dowment, and dev;·,te it to Government relief 
purposes or to bospi tals. 

Mr. :\IACAHTNEY: It was an unfortunate 
thing that the hon. mBmher could not deal with 
this matt•T in a fair manner. If the hon. mem­
ber knew the facts, ·he would know that there 
were probably more than lout or five benevolent 
societies in and around Brisbene. Their officers 
received no salarief.l, and they iucnrred no ex­
penses, except, perhaps, for post;::-,ge. But the 
hon. member, instead of taking the balance­
sheets of those val'iou~ benevolent societies ancl 
adding them together to ascertain the result of 
charitabl~ work in the; metropolitan area, took a 
body whiCh worked 111 conjunction with those 
organisations, and called itself the Charity Or­
ganisation Society. That society represAnted the 
whole of thl' expenditure incurred for inquirie, 
by the whole of the benevolent societies in and 
ayound the metropolis. It was absolutely essen­
tial that there should be some inquiries made in 
regard to applicants for assistance-not into the 
character of the applicants, because charity was 
given on the basis of need, but to protect the 
societ_ies ~nd the Go_vernment, who gave a large 
?ontri?':'twn t~ their funds, against fraud and 
!111positJOn. [I he TREASUREH: They finr! that it 
IS not only those who need who ask.] (,luite so. 
There was gr?ss imposition, some perso11s going 
from one soCiety to another, and then to the 
Government, absolutely living on relief to which 
they had no right. The statement made by the 
Iwn. member was a gross exaggeration of the 
facts, and was quite misleading. 

Mr. PA ULL: He had no intention of saying 
anything in the House this week, but he could not 
let the attack made by the hon. member for Cler­
mont on the Salvation Army pass without saying 
a ~ew words'': t~e1r defence. (Hear, hear ! ) I\ o 
p_nvate subecnptwn to charity, and no State sub­
sidy for that purpr,se, was expended better or 
more worth1ly than the charity dispensed lJy the 
Salvation Army. Some three or four weeks 
ago he read '< speech nf the Chief ,Justice of 
So;1th Australia, in w hi eh that gentleman 
pmnted out how much the State henefited by the 
efforts of the A:my Pri~on l~ate Brigade, as well 
as other efforts 111 tbe directiOn of philanthropy. 
There were thousands of workers in the Salva­
tion _._\rmy \vho received no re1nuneratiPn what­
ever for their SPrviceH, and they Oid a ,-..·ork 
which no State ofticers could do. He was of 
opinion that the £3,000 for benevolent societies 
was money well expended, as thos:e societjes 
spent the money very much better than it would 
be spent by any State institution. 

Mr. LESI:\'A: The balance-sheet of the 
Charity Organisation :Society was the onlv one 
published and easily getatable. [Mr. BARNES: 
They nll publish balance-sheets.] He knew they 
published balance-sheets. [Mr. BAHNES: Then, 
why do you make that statement?] Because 
those balance-sheets were not available to hon. 
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members as they should he. Each society should' 
furnish at least two copies, one for the !Hinister 
and one for the library, where it could be seen 
by members of Parliament. He deprecated 
those societies doing the work of private detec­
tives, and held that it was the function of 
the police to discover impostors. Private enter­
prise in charity distribution bad broken down as 
lamentably'" it had broken down in industry. 
The multiplicity of societies in and around 
BrisbanP was largely responsihle for there being 
impostors. As to the Salvation Army, he had 
made n<J attack on that hod,·. At the same 
time he belie\'ecl there had been more police 
court cases frmn that "doss~' house in Ann 
street than from any othe;· institntion in Bris­
bane. _As to the \Vork of the Prison llescue 
Brigade, he held that the work of rel,cue Hhonld 
commence inside the prison, and not at the gate, 
and the way to rescue criminalR was to re­
organise our present penal syRtem. Private 
enterpdee in ch<trity had been a failure, and he 
hoped the day was not far dis\ant when we 
should ~ee the nationalisation of onr hoF:pitals~ 
the nationalistttion of our railways, and the 
nationalisation of our charity. 

Ho:sc. R PHILP asked whether £-W,GOO was 
the whole amount that was to be granted to 
hospitals generally? [The HmrE SEORE'l'AHY: 
Yes.] He thought that before members of the 
public service, members of Parliament, and 
JYiinisters had thc'ir "alaries restored, the endow­
ment to hospitals might have been reinstated. 
Had the bon. gentleman received communica­
tions from any of the hospitals saying that they 
were in neerl of help? [The Hmm SECRETARY: 
Only from the TownsviJle Hospital.] For some 
time the 'l'ownsville Hospital w.ts a base hospi­
taJ, but, owing to want of funds, it had been 
c•nnpelled to refuse to admit patients from out­
side a certain district. 

'I'he HOME SECRETARY confessed that 
the case of the Townsville Hospital was a pecu­
liarly hn,rd one. No town in Queensland had 
suffered more during the last year or two than 
Townsville. Fo!Iowin:z upon a disastrous cyclone, 
the place had suffered from the severe depres-· 
sion consequent on the drought in the interior. 
At the ~;a,me time, its condition was no worse 
than that of Richmond, the district surrounding 
which had been ravaged for the last six years by 
one of the worst droughts on record. It was 
absolutely impos,ible to reinstate everything that 
had suffered retrenchment. There was no doubt 
that the Townsvillc Hospital was as much 
entitled to be treated as a base hospital as the 
Brisbane Hospital, and it was the intention of 
the Government, when framing their next Esti­
mates, to take the whole question of base hos­
pitals intocon.,ideration, and they would probably 
place the hospitals in !::lri.3bane, Rockbampton, 
and 'I'ownsville on an eqmtlity in that respect. 
The comrnnnication he had received frmn rro,vns~ 
ville showed a serious f<tlling off in local contri­
bations dnring last year, and, as the amount 
expended in relief during the san1e period was 
twice as much as in the preceding ye3r, it was 
apparent that the town was snfferini! from 
seYere financial depression. [Hon. H. PHILP : 
They spent a hunt £10,000 in rebuilding the hos­
pital.] They had received very liberal contri­
butions from all parts of the State. If the 
ho;;pital proved unable to carry un, he supposed 
the Government would have to provide a remedy, 
as they bad clone in the ca'e of the Brisbane 
Hospital. 

Mr. HARGREAVES hoped that the Home 
Secretary would also consider the claims of the 
Cooktown Hospital to be treated as a base hos­
pital. No hospital outside Brisbane had more 
right to be considered as a base hospitaL 
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Patients came from New Guinea and New 
Britain. The principle on which they re­
ceived assistance some years ago was that they 
got an aliowance for all patients who came from 
beyond a lOO-mile radius. If that principle 
were applied to the Brisbane Hospital, he 
thought the amount it received would be con­
siderably reduced. He trusted the Cooktown 
Hospital would not be lost sight of by the hem. 
gentleman, when dealing with the question. 

11r. KEOGH: :0fo answer had yet been given 
to the statement of the bon. member for Cler­
mont that all but HJo>. !5d. of the amount re­
ceived by the Charity Organisation Society had 
been expended in paying- the secretary. [The 
HO}IE SECHE1'ARY : It had been answered twice 
over.] It had never been explained that the 
RecreLary received that arnount of monev for 
work done for all the associated institution~. 

Mr. FORSYTH :It had heen distinctly stated 
that the Charity Organisation Society was only 
the centre of a large nnmber of other insti­
tutions, and the secretary did the work of all 
those organisations. If they accepted the pro­
posal of the hon. member for Clermout, and 
allowed the work of the beuevolent societies to 
be done by the police, the £:i, 000 or £4,000 
collected fr01n voluntary eontributionR would go 
by the board, bee" use the police would not be 
able to collect anything. The result would be 
that the Government would h:we to find double 
the amount they now paid. [The Hmm SECRE­
TARY: Quite true.] 'l'herefore, the long tirade 
from the hon. member for Clermont might as 
well have been left unsaid. He would like to 
know if the country hospitals were to understand 
that next year the lhwermnent intended to raise 
the subsidy? [The Hm!E SECHE'l'AlW: I cannot 
possibly indicate that. I do not know what the 
state of th" finances will be.] Though only one 
hospital bad sent in applications for assistance, 
the hon. gentleman must know that many of 
them were in a very bad way. They were doing 
their level best to meet their engagements; and, 
if the Governmeut promised that they would 
endeavour to raise the endowment next year to 
£110s., it would be an incentive to the com­
mittees to struggle along till next year. 

The HO::YIE SECRETARY: If the finances 
showed a substantial improvement next year, or 
if the Government could see any improvement 
which would justify them in being more generous 
to the hospitals, nothing would giYe them more 
pleasure than to revert to the higher scale of 
end:>wrnent. [Hon. R. PHILP : The 'l'reasurer 
says he will not give more; and the Premier 
sair! so too.] 

Mr. BARNES called attention to the fact 
that while, according to the Home Secretary, 
the country hospital8 WPre to receive an endow­
ment of £1 4s., the Brisbane Hospital would 
only receive 1(.,, 

Question put and passed. 

HEGIRTRAH.-GR::-.l"ERAL. 

The HOME S:B~CRI~TARY moved that 
£5,270 be granted for the "Registrar-General." 
The increase on last year's vote was £430. 
There was a slight increase in the statistical 
office cau,ed by increases of £10 each to the two· 
clerks and the transfer of a t;,-pist from the General 
Rei(lstry Office. In the General Registry Office, 
owmg to the tranefer of 1\Ir. Hennessy to Charters 
Towers, the staff had to be rearranged, with tbe 
result that there was an incmase of £1 J 0, whilst 
the tramfer of the typist to the Stntistical Office 
caused a. reduction of £GO. A new appointment 
at Charters Towers Cftused a reductilln in the 
vote there from £200 to £140; at i\Iaryborough 
a clerk was appointed at £100 as agrrinst one at 

£120; and at Rockhampton there was an 
increase from £70 to £fJO. There was an increase 
in railway hres, freights, stationery, and tele­
grams of £4DO. In district registrars there was 
a reduction of £130 through the transfer of the 
registrar from :;:\[ undah to the head office. 

Mr. LESii\A asked whether there was any 
chance of another is:-;ne of the "Year Bonk" 
being made? [The HOi\!E SECllE1'AllY: I do not 
think so. It is a fairly exJll'IL,ive matter.] They 
were practically dependent for their sLcctistics 
upon the other States. 

:\fr. 1\LHJGHAN: He had been requested 
by a number of people, especially aged people, 
to hri11g under the notice of tlt-~' 1.linistcr that 

the office of the representative of 
[10 p.m.] the Registrar-General at Ipswich 

was very inconyeniently situated, 
at the t:CT; of the La,11rh O.:Tice. jio hnfJ~tl the. 
hon. g·eutlernan would, if possible, h'ave it re­
moved to the ground floor, which would in­
Yolye no expense, as there ';yore other public 
building·, where accommodation could be 
found, and it would be a great public con­
venience. 

The liCH.IE SECRETARY: He would make 
inquiries into the matter. 

(Jucstion put and pa)scd. 

}fiSCELL\KEOUS SERVICES (SUBDIYISIOK), 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY moved that 
£16.600 be granted for "1\Iiscellancous Ser·· 
Yic~'~- (8nf--Jdlvi-1ou).'' The yote fur reljZ>f of 
aboriginals had been transferred to this de­
partm"nt. aud rightly so, as the Aboriginals 
Protection ~il,ct was administered mostly by the 
police, who were officers of this department. 
The incidental and miscellaneous expenses 
were £700 le,.s than last year: railway fares 
and freights, printing, teJ~grams, an~ . sta­
tionery, £660 less; and rehef of ahongmes, 
£150 1<''·•; making a total decrease of £1,410. 

Mr. IIARGREA VES: It would not come as 
a surprise to hem. members to see him move a 
rednction in the last item. His reason for 
that was in deference to an expressed wish of 
the majority of his constituente, who protested 
against the reappointment of Dr. Roth prm­
cipally on the grounds of maladministration of 
tht' \et: n11cl. further. it ·p a..s theu' opuuon, and 
alw his own that the Act would be far better 
and more e~onomicallv administ:red with the 
Commissioner of Polic'O as chief protector. He 
trust-ed that hon. m01nbcrs, in recognition of 
that principle of fair play, would not atta~h to 
him any odium that rrnght be acqnrred, 
whether rii'(htly or wrongly, by his predeces­
sor as member for Cook. Anythmg· that had 
cau~cd his predecessor to get into ba.d odour in 
tho Chamber he knew nothing about until he 
became a memlwr of the House. That snch 
was the casB, he was led to believe by the 
reception the pdition he presenh'd received 
mr \Y ccluesclay last. So far as he .could learn, 
the acticn taken hy the Cham bcr m regard to 
that petition was altogether unpreccd•:nt~d. 
Ho mie:ht not have grasped the true. srgmfi­
callcr of its rejection, but he considered 1t was 
11ut o11lv a.n i11suL. to olH' of tllc gentlc-
nwn \vho si~,ncd it, hut 1vas a direct blo'v 
to the literty of the subject and the liberty of 
"''erv member of the House, because it was 
patc;1t to eYery hon. :nember that that wa~ the 
channel throuc·h whrch thev should ventilate 
their grieYan.~es. (Hear, 'hear 1) For that 
reason hC'. could oulv reg,arrl it as a delib0rate 
insult to those 1vho Sign€d the pebtion, leaving 
himself out of the qu<>ction altogcth0r. In 
order to make his position perfectly clear, he 
would refer to a speech made by the leader of 

Mr. HargTeaves.] 
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the Opposition, and also the reply o£ the l\Iinis­
ter for Lands, when this vote \va.s goiDf?: 
through last year. The leader of the Opposi­
tion said, according to Hansarcl, 9th February, 
190G, page 1228-

I-Iox. R. PIIILP stated that at one time he thought Dr. 
Roth was a good man. and be had ~poken for him in 
the C:t_:unber, but lately "\Yhen travellln~· about 1n the 
North ltc found that. lle had not g'OOd mune at all. 
\Yben Dr. Roth was tlrst appoiutrU \Yas <lllC'W chum, 
>~.n<l wrote ;t book, and it was thong·bt lie wotil(t he ~1hle 
to trt.-at sick a1;orir:;inals. He did not l.;:no\Y tlwt Dr. 
Roth was wanted at; li. Tltc mis~iouarih iu the Gull 
eonntry were <lning .">plendi<l worl.:-better than Dr. 
Roth-tho hlaeks \vonl!i he fnr better looked aficr if 
they were under the Comrnb.;:;ioner ot' rolice. 

The Secretary for Public L •,nds in his re!JlY to 
that said-

He agreed with wbat tlle lcadt r of the Oppo . .;;if.iou 
said, a11d Ite was not at all sure that a little later on 
such :1 clumge might not ba bronght <tbont. 

._\:::. a. re··-.ult o.i tl1at: tlle opinion \Y, :\ I( nncd 
in the l\'orth, \Vhcther rightly or \:Yrongl:;, that 
Dr. Hoth would not be reappointed as Chief 
Protector of ~\bori[,ines. I:\umerous Incetings 
wore held, and ,.,solutions forv arcled to the 
l\linistcr for Lands. protesting_ a~:·ainst Dr. 
Roth':s n~appointrnent. 'rhe Chief Protector 
hirn;-;t•1f J'{-..,i_;ned his position, bnt suh_0qucntly 
withdruv. it, rnainly at the instance of a deputa­
tion vYhich \Ya.ited on the ::\1illistPr for LanJs. 
r.rhe J'f'SUlt \VaS that a large rcpre"entatiYC 
puLlic meeting wa~ hc!d nt Cooktuwn, aud rne•et­
in::_~s were after\Ya.nls hold at Cairns, E~ a.goola.ll, 
Coen, and he believed at Georgetown or Croy­
dou, all proh~sting agai11st the reappointrnont 
of Dr. Roth. His reappointment, therefore, 
ca1ne as a groat. surprise to the poople of the 
1\orth. With regard to the deputation that 
asked for the reappointment of Dr. Hoth, they 
seemed to go !:n·gely on the fact that the pro· 
tectiou was necessary for the blacks. \Vere 
the black, loss prohectod when Dr. Hoth was 
in \\' o,tern Australia? He thought not. They 
were better off during his a hsonce than they 
v:ould have been if he had been there aclminis· 
toring the Act. The members of the deputa­
tion, in their remarks, seemed to think that 
the ~\Yhite~- of the 1\ orth 'Ycru the greater 
sava~·es of the two, but the whites of the 
X orth had just as white hearts as the whites of 
the South. They could see that by the 
amount spent in rations ,.-hich amounted to 
£809. Ho,,. far would tl;at .'..-o amongst 20,000 
blacks? It showed that the blacks were largely 
feel by the people themseh·es, as they hung 
about the towns, owing- to their hunting· 
grounds having been destroyed, and they had 
not the same opportunities for getting food as 
they formerly had. If it were not for the fact 
that the people assisted them in this way, the 
Government would have to spend a much larger 
amount to feed them. \Yhon he first took 
action in this rnatter, it \vas on the ground 
that there had been maladministration. and he 
thoug-ht the Act would re better administered 
by the Commissioner of Police. Quite recently 
he had had put into his hand .. a number of 
letters addressed to the 1\IinistPr for Lands. 
Thoro bad heen no action taken in connection 
'vith tl1ose letter..-. a.nrl in son;e ca:-:.:·"·3 they had 
not even receiv0cl the courtesy of a reply. He 
would read extracts from one or two of those 
letters. [The hon. member here read an ex­
tract from a ldtor written bv :\ i r. F. T. 
Briggs to the Minister for Lands on the 25th 
of :\larch. in which he drew attention to the 
speech m'ade by ~Ir. Forsyth in Parliament, 
stating that universal dissatisfaction reig'necl 
throughout his electorate with the way- Dr. 
Roth administered the Aboriginal Act. Mr. 
Foroyth also cited grave charges against Dr. 

[ivfr. Hargreaves. 

Roth. The residents of the district naturally 
expected that an inquiry would be held, and 
were prepared to prove the truth of every 
charge. ..A_ year, howeycr, bad elaps-ed, I;to 
inquiry was held, . and Dr. Roth was shll 
allowed to malaclrmmster h1s department. Dr. 
Roth, when at the bar of the .Leg·islativ!J Coun· 
, iL said his strictly professr?nal attammcnts 
\Yere al.-:o broup;ht into r-equisition, yet when 
the landlord of the Grog-ory Downs H~tel 
asked him to visit a blackfe!low wl;o .'v,a.s lymg 
clan ,oron-,1 v 1ll w1tl1Jn t\VO rrnnutes \\ a _ _d..._ of th_e 
hotel, Dr ... Roth replied that it was not h1s 
duty to attend sick aboriginals, and that 1t was 
extremely distasteful to him. The man clrecl 
in a few we~ks.] He had other letters, but he 
would not detain the Ilouse by rcaclmg th$'m. 
r:\lr. RYLA:"<D: Let us have them alL] \vel!, 
he would read extracts from a letter whwh 
~lr. H .. J. Bennett wrote to the ~lin~~ter for 
Lands on the 20th of July, 190J. [Ihe f!X· 
tracts ''ere to the effect that Dr. Roth's lll· 

humanity aucl indifference to the blacks, and 
his gro~sly indecent achons w1th the won1en, 
arc notorious in the North among blacks and 

1lih_· ~. I11 one in~ta.ncc) a .blacl~ trooper r.ode 
up to Dr. Roth, and said Ins chrlcl wa~ clymg. 
Roth took no notwe whatever, but Sergeant 
\Yhitoford and the constable at once went to 
the camp and did their best for the_ chrlcl. On 
their return Roth was sbll loun gmg on the 
veranda smoking. \Yhen \Yhiteforcl and hrs 
troopers were escorting· Roth to the Starcke, 
two wild, naked g-ms ran across the track and 
were stopped by the troopers. Hoth g·ot down 
and photog-raphed them m front, the two 
women shivering wrth terror. Apparently, 
atry prul'ient-minded blackguarc~~ could be 
g·uilty of inclec<mcy to women h he called 
'himself an ethnologist. In another mstance, 
a trooper named G-eorge also . told him 
(Bennett.) that Hoth behi'l v~cl m a clis· 
graceful manner 111 oxan11ning. some g1ns 
~oatecl on a log· near 1-Ielennlle, a!'d the 
o·ins afterwards expressed mtonse disgust.] 
1nothcr letter be had was one h·orn a young 
ft~How na.m·0d Grahan1, ,vho ,,~a~ born alld 
rean',d l}ll the Palmar, and could speck the 
lanc•.ua ,e of tlw blacks in that ch-tnct a.s well 
a,') ·his own tongue,. That letter was dated 
19th July, 190~'· and was addressed to the 
:\linister for Lauds. rThe hon._ member here 
read tlJe letter, in which the wntm sLct•.ed that 
Dr. Hoth visitNl ::\laytu;-m twrce,, . the first 
time alwut four yca;.s a"·o, an

1
d aga~n on the 

1Oth of -~ u~ust, 1902, "',hen b1e wnte~ acted 
a" int+ rnreter. :\Jr. Gralmm stated tlmt he 
rc11cl to tbe blacks, first in English, whlCh they 
un{1~r)tooc1. and then in thoir o\vn lal~guar>·:,, 
the tales which Dr. Roth. in his bulletm, sarcl 
were common folklore among that tnbe. 
tholr h he had never seen the·nl except. fo~' ten 
1niuuio:-:> ou t-wo oca,~ions at a,n interval of two 
vear.s. The blacks >a.id tlwy had nove'r heard 
i:he ta.lcs hefore, and tha.t an:v nuut \vho be~ 
]iovecl them was a fool.] From the documents 
,vhich had be,en placed in his hand h€ vas 

cpinimt that thor.e ·\vW_, ample ground Jor 
tlw in(luirv which bad heen asked for. \\ 1th 
ref('re>rtce {o th-2 petitiou which he pr\sented t·o 
the J-l ouse, and which had been reJected for 
no sufficie·11t r0ason. bo would r-oad it to the 
Committee. (The petitio'' wa.s to the effect 
that Dr. Hoth had be-en guilty of taking grossly 
ind~()L~nt photographs, of conniving at im­
morality. of inhumane and unsati-.factory treat· 
n1ont. of 1naking untruthful st.a.tem·eJ;t.s, of 
atta.ckin!.:r the characters of respectable citizens, 
and of general unreliahi!ity and incapacity­
and praying- that inquiry be maclH.) He sub· 
mittc'd that the information he had gwen to 
tliO committe-e justified the request for an 



Suppl,y. [25 OcToBER.] Suppl;y. 1337 

[,1quiry. auc1 he h·~ld tLat. in the, illtc.resb of 
Dr. Uoth himself. it was clesiraLle that au 
inqni.ry sho11ld take placP. For this rca.:--on 
_he rno\ ed that tlH~ ih~m ··Relief of .Aborig·incs'' 
be ndnccd by £1. 

Tb~ SECRETARY FOR PrBLIC' L \1'-<DS: 
Tht-~ hon. rncrn b01· for Cook appeared to l;e 
Ulldcr the iu1prcssion that thf' rf'ccptiou -which 

accorded a vctiti(Jll \Yhich ho sulnnitt{'cl 
llou:-;e tlw other afternoon wa:'\ in sornn 

a reflecl-ion upon hint:-;-0,.]£, J-Te could 
as.::>ure t.he hon. lilPJnber tha.t there \Va,:-; 110 such 
-inter1tion in reject-ing the petition, fot· ho did 
not t.hiuk then=- \'i·a· a gTntktna.n in the 
Chan.1lx:r ""~dlo rnorp ff'·;.pcctPd on account 
of hi-; and dnpcrtnlPllt tha11 the 
Lo11. Cook. li< much fearPd 
that the hoE. nlPmLn.r had 1•cen r--.pon~ing a. 

that. in hi~ heart, h-=-" did not al.:solutely 
ill. and that he \Vas acting as rcprc~ 

scntativt-~ or, a~ he had heard it said that 
a~i,c•rrHJ01J, a-; a. It was a. renlark-
able thing that, 1nig·ht h~ the caus-e, 
in the locality rcprr· .Clltecl the hon. mern-
b{'r ancl in certain in thf' Culf 

therA appeared to l:e a Yendctta ag-a,inst 
Pl'otc . .:tor of .Al)(;,rigin0-:;. lie clPubtPd 

a1t.Y rnan -. ho was P1·otc'ctor of Abori­
lvhethf'r in the }~odh Ol' iH t]w South, 
11ot excite the ·a1ne antipathy iu c~Jrta,iu 

quarters, 1 er1.u~c, HliL]uf'.tiona.lJly, 1vhcn there 
vvac;, a protec1- r in South Quee11sland he (~fr. 
Bell) aucl hi~. prc(~CC".._'ssors n~ed to hea.r ju~·t 
a.:-; nwny denunciations in re. ard to him a.s 
he ha.rl ht~ard in rog-::nd to Dr. Roth. T\YO in­
stalJcco lwd b0cu cited by the hon. member 
for Cook in ~vhich charge.s 'X('l'C n1ad0 acainst 
Dr. Roth. One vas tlnt a letter written by 
a geut!en.1a11 namP-cl nrig2,:·s. "\VhO W3" th~, 
o>xncr or nlana\::'Or of a statio·n in the North. 
~nd also a, ju·.t.iCc of the p-eace, to the Land~ 
f}e_t1<1l'tn1ent, con1plaining of the Prote-ctor of 
Aborigines, was not acb1owlcdved by the De­
pa,rtm·ent. This \vas a n1istakf', bc,cau ... e hp; 
held in his hand a Jotter showing· that on the 
1·Hh of \pril an a.ckno,'\-1(-'•dgm<~nt '''as sent to a 
~€tter written by ~1r. Briggs on 25th ~larch 
of this ,V{'a.r. Tbe Protector of .. Aborigines in 
the part of the ::'\orth in which :',fr. Briggs 
hvec],_,that was Ins]wctor Calbraith-cou­
troYc.rted an ::\fr. Briggs's stat•Bll1{'llts, and sa.id 

~I.r. Brig-gs \Va.s the o11ly employer vvho, 
be had been inspPctcw, hacl adced to ha.-e 

an u.~!1'PC'tll'P·JJt canc0llerl. on account of sickn£)•ss. 
That should lead hon. members to come to the 
conclusion that before they condemned any 
official in Qtwensland thev should have other 
evidence than that c,·ivcn by Mr. I3riggs. \Vith 
regard to a letter written by anotlwr gentle­
man. :'.Ir. R. J. Bonnett, it was dated the 
20th July, and purported to be written at Tol­
lert,on llome. The department sent an officer 
to Tollerton House to interview Mr. R. J. 
Bennett, but he was informed that no person 
of that uame was known there. The only 
shred of recognition or id,entification they had 
iu reb..trcl Lu tl1at leUer ~ovas tho fact that the 
pap~Cr anr! the particular form of type iu which 
it was written were similar to those which had 
been used by another gentleman who not many 
months before harl been connected in an offi­
cial capacity with the aborig-ines of (~ueons­
laud. The hon. member for Cook made some 
allusion to maiadministration, but though he 
might have given examples of sl~ck or care­
less administratie>n, he had given none of 
maladministration. He hac\ received per­
sistent reports from the Cooktown district, and 
he rlecicled to send one of the best men in the 
public service of Queensland to investigate 
tho.sf' chm-gcs. That wa.s :'.lr. IV. J. Scott, 
the T_Tndcr Secrctar~ for La.nrl.-;, who was 

itupartial in the rnattc:r. <;~H1 he had ~.;vritten 
a long repon oa the sulJject, which wad 
at th~._• di--po~al of any ltou. rn-c,rn!J-e.r vd10 
cared to peru'u it. He die! not think it was 
necessary to read the report. Briefly, :\lr. 
Scott reported that there \Yas nothing in the 
matter. [:\Jr. JE::-iKINSO"': \Yhat evidence did 
Mr. Scott take?] f-Ie stopped several clays in 
Cookto\VIJ. ancl. iHtceviL:WL'd as rnn.ny people 
a."i ht.' could fiud ·who WPJ'-l' lH> tile to Dr. 
:R.oth . ...:\ny ho11. rncm 1 er ·who r~!,rod to n'<.u.l 
th<_, I'PIJort would -:t {_; that it. c:oniai11ed a 
refutation to all the charges n1ade against Dr. 
Roth. [Mr. JEKKINSON: \Yhy not print it?] 
If there was considered to be any necessity for 
printing jt, he was quite preprtred to have it 
printed. ~ othing· had occurred sinco the 
matter "as Lrou· Jrt up in the Committee two 
year;-; ag·o, "\·:hen ~lr. Foxton Vi··as in cha,rge of 
the clepartmcnt--ancl when tho feeling· in the 
Charnber \Vas over\\·helrningly in fav-our of tho 
::\linister and of Dr. Hoth-to cause the Pro­
tector of ~i.borigiuals to forfeit the confidence 
he had previonsly enjoyed. 

'\!r. FOR':lYTII did rJot think the ~-Iinister 
had diq1ooe•l uf the statement made by tho 
lwu. rne1nllcr for Cook with reference to the 
refusal of Dr. Ruth to attcud the sick ulack­
fellow at Gregory Downs. \\'hy was not Dr. 
Hoth asked to state whBtl.or tho statement 
made by }.lr. Briggs ;"·as incorrect or not? 
Othe,r accusations had been n1acle against Dr. 
Roth. On pag o 10 of the report, reference 
was made to the rcmoyal of a half-caste child 
11a.mul "Ua.rrv" horn La'.>'ll Hills Stat.ion to 
l\lapoon. \Yh~r wa~ that c!o11e '! ~lr. l\laciu­
tosh, the rmtnag,er of Lawn Hills Station, hac\ 
brought the child up froi>l the time his mother 
died. ',"hen ho was a few months old, until he 
was -over six years of age, and then a police~ 
n1an \vas sent out, who .'Jirnply sa.id that, acting 
under iustructions from the head officp, he had 
to take the child a wa v. He challenged the 
J\Iini,ter or anyone elso" to prove that the child 
was ill-treated. Mr. Macintosh. who was well 
known in Brisbane, '"-'as knov;·:rl to be ono of 
the most humane men in Queensland. There 
was another child on the sbtion. \Vhy was 
that child left when the little boy was taken 
awa v "! J\Ir. ::\Iacintosh \\'as told that, if he 
ans\~rcred certain questions in the affir1native, 
the child would be allowed to remain, but he 
declinccl to answer those questions. llo ox­
plainPd the whole matter to tlw Secretary for 
Public L"ncls before. He saw the boy at Lawn 
Hills, and afterwards tra,-elled on the steamer 
on which ho was taken to :\[apoon, aud know 
that he was a plump little fellow, and well 
looked after, and that he could not by any 
stretch of imag-ination be called a destitute 
child. The point was that either both children 
should have been takeu awav or both should 
have l:cen allo: ·ed to remain." He had received 
no "atisfactiou so far, ancl it was uot likely 
he woulJ. get any satisfaction that evening. 
\YlL''-·:'\~C'J' the oninion of Secrctar-; for 
Pt1b1lc Lund~~ mlc.·ht lJc, opjnion in the 
Uulf cr:•.1ntry, as expre ju public moetir1gS 
held ju Crovdon a.llc1 Xor:rnanton a.nd otlH?,r 
]!laces. \Yao that tlwy c~icl not \:aiJt Dr. Roth 
at all. Frnn1 an econornical point of Yicw they 
preferrf'd to ha;-e the whole thing undc··r the 
polick'. \Yhen DJ·. Rc'~th v;,ra.s a Yvay in \Ye.stern 
Australia, and the ·work wa.s undBr the super­
vision of ~Ir. IIo\Yard, there WC're- Yery few 
coPlplaint3. The ·work now \Ya.s partly uudcr 
tho po~ice. a.nc\ why should it not be placed 
uwlcr tlwir entirf' control? Dr. Roth probably 
on1:v ma-de a hurried Y::.lt onoe or t.·wice a year, 
ar1d it would be infinite] v better to hand the 
whole thing oyn- to them'a!togetheT. AnotheT 
complaiut "as that thc'e mPn did not want the 

Mr. Forsyth.] 
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boys all the time: . As a matter of fact, they 
were only too wdhug to have worke,Ts, a.nd 
the report showed that the boys were good 
"\Vorkers, and the mauagcrs wanted them and 
wanted to pay them. Bttt a great many boys 
who came in from the bmh did not under­
stall~ an a'~reem€nt, as tlw~ could not speak 
Eng1Isb, and the "'\Yholc tlun.u- wa.s a farce. 
Thc:ro was another point in COJJnection with 
the gins. rrhc station-ownc~rs had the pOI\'Cr 
to pa:y the boys thoir wag0s direct, but not 
to pay the gin:::. and the coust~qnPuce "\vas the 
money 1. a.s banked to the crPd;t of the ~-,ins 
at place-s where there was a It "\Vas 
qnit~? po...:·~iblc that the n1onov Jyin!·· 
at (L lHlllk 800 Ol' 4.00 mile~ a.wa.y 1.":hcr~ 
th'-~ : i11s \H're living, allc1 if thcv \"'allh'd the 
H10I1C'Y for urgent puqH1·ses it ·,.as nPxt to 
irnpc .-.,ihlo to it. The·,T had to make 
irHJuiri{'~ and for it. a.ud 1K•fure the u.in 
could R<'t the, a n1011th or vi·o~dd 
be gone The the 
manager~ dire."t, 
:rnc.ule to th{' gins 
that a nwuv of 
sta,tl on 20me oi the not 
stay the gins \VC:re. thcwc. ancl the 
statiou n1a.nager~, l·('c:tW·f' i h<~Y wanted the 
black \Y<'_r~~- quite williug· fo pay for tlw 
kc'C'P ~1us. 'et a ... sroou as thPv 'o there 
thev must maki? an c;n[nghtav .. ay 
and pay the1n wae:es It v a~ a. rno·'t un~ 
fair tllin.!..~ to ha Ye to an agrcf;-~lnP 1t to pay 
thee<' . wh0n thev ···ere not there for their 

at alL- Th<e hon. mornlce·r for 
would tear him out vvh(··n lw stated 

thal· there wa..~ the lJiggest ag~trcgation of 
blacks in Olle body in (~u,,e,nslaml. He did 
not ~;upposc the- P-o·\'CT11111011t had paid 5~. to~ 
\Va.rc~~ th'-1111 thi ·year ~1 anv of them \V(1,rp 

not fit to v;ork. and were thO mo~t n1iserable 
specnrwns of humar1ity ever ~e·cn. 1\o, no-tice 
was iaken of the"o f'{'Ople-if they lived they 
lived, and 1f they dwd thoy died. [The SEc­
RETARY t•'OR PrBLlC L.A._NDS: llow does it coin<~ 
abont that. th!s i~ the !J.rst occasion you have 
shown any_ con»deratron for them at all?] 
:f!o had ntls<'d a compla.mt last year. [The 
8ECB.l·~TARY FOH PrEI.lC L--\.NDS: Is your syrn~ 
pathy only an an!lual one?] lie had broud;t it 
up_ on the .\.ddress in Reply last year -h~n the 
i'.hmsier had tned to stop him. Ho raised 
one oi>Jcctwn to Dr. Roth that had neyer 
hemJ r<'phecl to---tha.t ho we<nt to Burkotown 
whore thc·re Vi a.s a large cro\,-cl of blacks, but 
had nf'T:er eYCll IYcut out to s·Pe \Vhcther the,.¥ 
;vero dr'ad or aliw. Ho could hardly be.Jim-0 
It. a1>d h~d. a.sked Dr. Roth ahont it, and he 
told ;he, "Jnnster, 'ivho owned that it wa .. , Dr. 
noq1 s nus.nl0.'3S to ;"O thcro It was his duty 
as !;ne prot"ctor to go a.Hd seC' the conditions 
}llHlcr :vhich

1 
tlH'Y li,ed. a.nd it was scanda~ 

~otl~ t11111 , t.na.t he HE-WOr thow.~·ht ooiuo· to 
son them. aud HH'l'{'. was no doc'tor c-. eiihe.r. 
!Io ha(l r;wntioJH_1 d the rnatter of a l1oin!.t 
!':'ought 111 to Burketo-wn frorn Flura.YiJl.c, ~ 
rlu·t;n_lC{1 o~ ,)0 Illile~. Dr. Roth \Yas thP~E' at 
tl_1e tJnw----theTC' \Yas no doctor and thf-·V a~ked 
l~tm to rro and ,.::::{'{• ~he .~.rin: but he refn:-'crl. and 
tl1{-3. next da.v the g~n dioc1. rrlH'•.sc v:cre thing.s 
\Vlnch rho:dd _nnt oc:cnr. Th0r(' \\',3,..; a Ul;i~ 
ver-al .-ecln1g 1n thP Uulf cou.ntry a.,Qain~t Dr. 
Rot h. n11d thc.:Se· things \\ :}uld 11ot oc ;ny i£ 
~lP 

1 

n1~t.tc~,r wa~ iu the hands of the police. 
~~hc,ro ~\as a lan~C' alllCUJJt. sp-Pnt on l:lank(·.ts, 
Dnt no lJla11kets had been sent out to Lav-'n 
J1ills di;;trict at all, a.nd the blacks there could 
not -,-et a.uy. The Tf'a~on ,;·ns tliRt th<-•ro l1ad 
beo<~n no :t0f1UE""st n~ade by the in~;pector. but 
he had told the ]")eop!e that t'}ey should see the 
i;lsp<~ctor, and tbatyery likoly .. they would got 
t.aem th1:-s y~~ar. ~unit~ con:-:idcration should 

[.Mr. F orsyth. 

be shown to the wild bla.cks in the Lawn Hillo 
di .. trict of which there were a la.rgc number 
amon:,· tho hills and mountains. He hoped 
some' soocl would come out of tho debateJ that 
had taken place. 

Ho!>!. R. PHILP: Last y8ar he had sug­
gested that they mig-ht dispense with Dr. 
Roth, bocausc his duties were now largely per­
formed by the pohce. He was engaged by 

Sir 11ora.ce Tuzer. LE~cau::so he 
L11 p.rn.J was a 1nedical "man, t.o go 

arnonQ' the black~ n.nd do them 
some good, but ;,:pparently h~ had not done 
that. He knc\V the Uregory Downs ea~(-~, and 
that Dr. Roth refused to attend a bladdellow 
who v--as ill, and he also knew that at Burke­
town ho declined to perform similar duty. 
\\'hat wore his functions'! He thoug·ht inquiry 
shonlcl he made in tho Uulf country as to the 
truth of the charg·es that had been made. :\Ir. 
Briggs, the ownC'r of Gregory Downs, had told 
him the whole story of the Gregory Downs 
case, and he afterwards told Dr. Roth who 
said it was not true, but as against th,{t l\lr. 
Briggs was prepared to bring forward evi~ 
dcllt;e. .H the police \\'PI'e r<:-~a.ll.v doiug the 
work, why should they not do it under their 
ovvn Cornmissioner instead of Dr. Rot.h? 
Then thoro was the Lawn Hills case. :VJr. 
Macintosh had be<en in that district for twcnty­
fise years, and the blacks looked upon him as 
then~ protector, and it seemed a gre.at mistake 
to take that boy away from the station. Last 
y0.1.r Dr. Roth only spent three months in 
J'\ orth ()uecn.oland. and how could he look after 
the blacks while sitting in an office in Bris­
~JililC '! 11e again empha,siscd tbe fa.ct that he 
was appointed because he was a medical man, 
and by his ministrations might do the blacks 
a great sel'\'ice. He certainly thought some 
inquiry should be held into the statements 
that had been made. 

:\Ir. LESINA believed that inquiry should 
be held into the matters mentioned. He had 
froqUfmtly defended Dr. Roth, but very serious 
charges had boon rnade against him, and in his 
own interest inquiry should be made. Another 
charge made was that while in the custody of 
!~oy~··l'IImcllt propert.y---ce.rtain eth11ological 
_,peennell:-i~~he had sold a portion of thetn, a.nd 
pocketed the proceeds. That matter had been 
the su~ject of a question put to the Secretary 
for Pun!tc Lands, who had refused to wire to 
Dr. Roth and get information on the matter. 
Thc_re were so tnany charges flying about 
agamst the protk>ctor that he should at all 
oyents have an opportunity of defending him­
self. \Vhen giving evidence before the Le~is­
lative Council, in 1901. he had said that cert~in 
specimens ''vhich he. 'vas collecting, wore the 
property of the nation, and }lr. Foxton had 
repeated the same thing in 1903. Tho presont 
Secretary for Public Lands had also told them 
that Dr. Roth informed him that his collection 
of curios was the property of the country, and 
that he had never sold a curio in his life. Did 
th<' }Iinistcr say so now? [The SECHETARY 
FOR PuBLIC LANDS: As far as I am aware.] 
lio \;ould a'k the }linister whether he had 
mack any effort to discovc'r the truth of the 
charge rnade in rettard to the sale of curios, 
boca.usc only J est::..rrlay a wire was sent to the 
c;.nrator of the S_yd11e5'" ),J n:.:eum on that snb~ 
J cct, am! his reply was as follows:-

Over 2.0 ·r) specimens ~old by Dr. It0th to the Sydney 
2\In!'enm, but" the cnrfltor cannot PQrmnnnient.p; the 
amount palrl by the trn::~tecs until the next meeting on 
the ith X<n·emiJcr. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
knew nothin" of the question about the speci­
mens beyond the information he had already 
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given. He had had no communication with Dr. 
Rotb on the subject. Of course he should see 
him as soon as be got back, though on his return 
he would be under the authority of the Home 
Secretary. He had very little doubt that they 
should find there was a satisfactory explanation 
from Dr. Rnth, and hon. members would have 
just the so,me opportunity of judging as be had. 
At all events, he was not there to take up the 
position that Dr. Roth was a perfect being. He 
did not assume that for one moment. His 
whole position was this-that officially, and in 
regard to all the information at his disposal, he 
was forced to the concluidon that the statements 
whicJ, bad been made for a series of years against 
Dr. Roth .were unfounded. He was not in the 
slightest degree biased towardii him one way or 
the other. But he would say this in regard to 
thuse who were on Dr. Roth's track-ho meant 
those outside the House-that he had no hesita­
tion in saying that Dr. Uoth was a far more 
worthy citizen than one or all of them. 

Mr. MURPHY : There W>t' no doubt that 
throughout North Queenslanrl there was a good 
deal of diss>ttisfaction with Dr. Rotb. At tha 
same time, he thuught the money could be far 
better spent than by sending a police magistrate 
to Burketown to inquire into the couple of cases 
meutioned by the member for Carpentari" and 
the leader of the Opposition. He thought the 
police would be better engagEod in gathering 
up the picaninnies around Bnrketown, George­
town, 11nd Normanton, and seeing that they were 
well cared for, instead of going on to the stations, 
as the member for Carpentaria rr,entioned, to 
take a boy away. He saw that lad at Burke­
town waiting in the lockup to be sent to Mapoon. 
He was a well-cared-for boy. So far as the 
aborigines in the Gulf were concerned, he did 
not think the Protector did the slightest thing 
for those who were not on the stations. A return 
was prepared last year which showed that not a 
shilling was spent in either medicine or food 
for the blacks in Croydon or Georgetown last 
year, and there was only about £12 spent in 
N ormanton. The Secretary for Lands told them 
last year that he thought the office was unneces­
sary and that the money could be saved. [The 
SECRETAHY J<'OR PuBLIC LAXDS : No, no ! I said 
I think the time will come when we may dis­
pense with the office.] He would take the 
Minister's word for that, but he thought the 
time had come now to dispense with Dr. Roth's 
services. He really did not know what Dr. 
Roth did, seeing that the police did the whole of 
the work required under the Aboriginals Protec­
tion Act. Dr. Roth went up North occasionally, 
bnt he never even troubled to look after the 
blacks, and never bothered his head about the 
blacks at Croydon. He thought the money 
giYen to Dr. Roth would be well mved. If that 
money was spent in tobacco, food, and bhmket' 
for the blacks thee' would be doing more good 
than giving it to Dr. Roth. So far as the 
charges made against Dr. lloth were concerned, 
he thought that was 11 matter they might leave in 
the J\Illlister's hands. If Dr. Roth was found 
doing wrong in that respect, the J\!Iini,;ter would 
deal with him. He thought the Protector was 
unnecessary, and if a vote of his would remove 
him he would remove him. 

The SECRETARY l?OR PUBLIC LAXDS: 
He gave the hon. member for Croydon an invita­
tion to vioit the Lands Department and see the 
amount of work there -wa., in connection with the 
aborigines department. The hon. member would 
then realise tbat the work was greater than he 
thought. 

l\.Ir. MAX WELL could understand that the 
work of the aborigines department was heavy, 
when they found Sub-in,;pector Galbraith sent to 

the various station managers to find out what 
sort of blacks were on the stations. \Vhen the 
Aborigines Bill was going through the House, 
he heard it said that the blacks were worse off 
under legislation than they were before. So far 
as Dr. Roth was concerned, he understood that 
the head of the department was g0ing to dispense 
with his senices. Dr. Roth might be n, very 
good man, but he knew very little about the 
ahurigines of Qneensland. The blacks recei <eel no 
benefit from Dr. Roth's tours in the 1\' orth. 
But he could not understand anyone suggesting 
that the money should be spent in giving 
blankets to the blackR, as it woulcl be simply 
wasting money. He thought the best way of 
treating the blacks ":18 to gttther them all 
together and put them on the Government reserves. 
rrhe rLboriginaltnh:slon station near Cairns was 
a credit to the clergy who were running- it. [J\!Ir. 
KEHR: Did yon see what appeared in the paper?] 
H0 did not care what appe:ued in the paper, end 
he did not care what was said by a former 
A.borigineR Protector, whose senrjces were dis­
pensed with by the Government. The only way 
to deal effectively with the blacks was to gather 
them together and put the:n on the various 
resen-es throughout Queensland. 

l\Ir. LESI::\'A thought that the wire which he 
had read furnished a sufficient reason for holding 
an inquiry in re('m·d to Dr. Roth's action. That 
wire showed that Dr. Rotb had sold 2,000 
specimens to the Sydney Museum. It was 
quite possible that the doctor bad a collection of 
his own; but he distinctly told the Upper House 
that it was part of his busine"' to collect curios, 
and those curios should therefore be the property 
of the State. Another rc,ason why he should 
vote for the reduction of the vote was in order 
to make a protest against the snatch vote which 
was taken when the petition was presented to 
the House by the hon. member for Uook. He 
was astonished at the leader of the Government 
calling "No" when the question for the recep­
tion of the petition was put. 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC LA::\'DS 
rose to a point of order. The hon. member for 
Clermont was referring in Committee to what 
had taken phce in the House. 

The CHAIR:\.IAN: The petition was referred 
to by the hon. member for Cook, and I did not 
call him to order; but now that my attention has 
been called to the matter, I must rule that the 
hon. member for Clermont i., not in order in dis­
cussing the action taken by the House in regard 
to the petition. 

;\Ir. LESIN A : He should not refer any fur­
ther to the matter. He thought an inquiry 
should be made into the allegations made against 
Dr. Roth, and for that reason he should vote for 
a reduction of the vote, as proposed by the hon. 
member for Cook. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA~DS 
suspected that, if they could arwlyse the motives 
of the hrm. member for Clermont, they would 
find that there was something rnorP. than a rnere 
desire to disco,er what happened to certain 
aborigine~. He wished to intimate to the Com­
mittee that when Dr. Roth returned from the 
::'-/orth he should ask him for a report on the 
chargr~ which had been n1ade against him, and 
if that report, which he should certainly by on 
the table of the House, was not satisfactory, then 
either be (Mr. Bell) or one of his colle>~gues 
would take further action in the matter. 

Mr. HARl+REAVES said he was quite will­
ing to withdraw his amendment if the :\linister 
would promise that an inquiry would be held, 
bnt otherwise he should press it to a division, as 

Mr. H arr;reaves.] 
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he considered that in any report that might be 
made by Dr. Roth he would say exactly what he 
hacl already said. 

Mr. MURPHY: ·while he was prepared to 
give a vote in favour of doing a.way with Dr. 
Roth's service<, he was not prepared to record a 
vote which would condemn any official without a 
trial; and the suggestion of the hon. n1ernber for 
Clermont, that this Yote should he taken on the 
wire received from the Sydney Mns2um, wonld 
1na.ke him vute against the proposed reduction, 
becausr· he considered it was not the duty of 
Parliament to condmnn any public official with­
out giving him an opportunity of defending 
himself. 

HoN. R. PHILP: Certain charges had been 
made against Dr. Roth, and the question wae, 
were they true or not? The only way to i1nd 
that out was by holding- an in<1uiry. Dr. Roth 
had already denied the charges, but the people 
who marle them still said tlwy were true. Re 
(Mr. Philp) bad known :\Ir. Thomas C\hcintmh, 
of Lawn Hill, for nearly forty year", and would 
take his word before that of any other man he 
knew. ~lr. Briggs, of Gregory Downs, he had 
not known so long, but he knew that that gentle­
man bore a good character. He (Yfr. Philp) had 
defended Dr. Roth on previons occa,ions, but he 
thought that in that gentleman's own iut.erest it 
was desirable that an in<juiry should be held-at 
any rate, in regard to the charges concerning a 
gin at Burketown and a boy at Gregory Downs. 

Mr. LES!)[A was not satisfied with the pro-­
mise of the Minister that be would get a report 
from Dr. Roth and lay that report on the table 
of the House. The 1\.Lini.ster should cttll upon 
Dr. Roth to answer those charges, or have the 
matter investigated by a small committee con­
sisting of three or four members of the Assembly. 
[The .PRE:IIIE!t: Dr. Roth has the misfortune to 

have a job that a number of other 
[11.30 p. m.] people want.] Well, if they abolished 

the position the trouble from those 
people was likely to cease. An inquiry was 
necessary either to refute or to prove the charges 
that had been made. 'fhe Secretary for Land" 
accused him of being actnated by certain 
motives in speaking as he h>td done, bnt when 
the late Government "whip" attacked Dr. Roth 
he had defended him. But, when he was accused 
of selling certain curios w hi eh were said to be the 
property of the Queen,;land Gwernment, then 
he wanted to know whether he had solrl the col­
lection, and, if so, why the money was not paid 
into the Queensland Treasury. Evidence could 
be obtained from Sy<lney, and a report made to 
the House without much rleby, nut, if the 
matter was referred to Dr. Roth, tt>ey might be 
prevented from dealing with it for another year. 

Mr. MAXWELL: If the co.mtry was going 
to be put to the cost of "" imrairy, perhaps they 
had better "sack" Dr. Roth and have done with 
it. If an inquiry was made into the charges that 
had been made and the report was tabled, then 
the hon. member for Cook could take action if 
he was dis·;atisfied with the report, but nothing 
was gained by moving a reduction of £1. If it 
were carried, it did not mean that either Dr. 
.Roth or the aboriginals would reueive £1 less 
than hitherto. The best thing to do was to 
accept the assurance of the Secretary for Lands 
and let the vote go. 

:Yir. JENKINSON asked whether the Secre­
tary for Lands thought thev were likely to 
receive the report before the House rose at the 
close of the session? [The SECRETARY FOR 
Pt:BLIC LANDS : I certainly hope so.] Another 
point was that the depa,rtment was now under 

[1lf r. H argreaves. 

the Home Secretary. [Thfl HoME SEC!tE'fARY.: I 
shall certainly feel bound by any pledge winch 
my colleague gives. J A significant fact in con­
nection with the debate was that every Northern 
member who had spoken practically backed up 
the assertions of the hon. member for Cook, and for 
Dr. ltoth's own protectiun it was necessary th~t 
he should have ~'l chance of placing on record h1s 
•mswers to the elmrges that had been umde. He 
was s»tisfied with the assurance of the Secretary 
for Lands. If the people who had made those 
charges failed to substantiate then1, then no 
exposure could be too public for them. It was 
scanchtlous if public men were to be attacked 
eitl1er in the Pre,;s or in that Chamber vnthouG 
being afforded the opportunity of defending them­
selves. 

Mr. KERR thought it was necessary for the 
protection of the tnxpayers that there should be 
an inquiry. 8es~ion after se:~s1on they _ha_d 
heard a great dertl of Dr. Roth and I-'rzzre 
J"ohnson. There was a good deal in the Premier's 
interjection that Cl'rtain people were after Dr. 
Roth's lJ08ition. ..._~t the same tirne, they ought 
to know whether, if an inquiry was held and 
Dr. Ruth wa~ cleared, his position was going to 
be done awa'; with. :Many of the people who 
wisherl to se~ it ,,bolished were people who had 
employed the blacks before !Jr. Roth's appoint­
ment without paying them anything in return. 
Dr. Hoth insicted on many station managers 
and beche-cle-mer gatherers paying aboriginals 
for the work they did, and those persons were 
responsible for many of the charges which had 
been wade against Dr. Rotb. Dr. Roth was no 
friend of his, but he knew what had hap;,ened 
in v;crious parts of the State before Dr. Roth 
was appointed, and since his appointment the 
sub-protectors had taken a great deal of ~rouble 
in regard to the ag-reements under winch t~e 
aboriginals \\orked. Some of the bon ton m 
Brisbane had gone over the head of the prntect?r 
and complained to the late Home Secretary m 
the matter. He knew some who went to the 
late Home Secretary, because they wanted the 
ains for serYants and could get them at a low 
;ate and simply because the protectors asked 
that' they should be paid their due wages, the,e 
people complained because they could not get 
them for nothing. That was one reason for the 
outcry against Dr. Rot.h, and if an inquiry were 
held they would hear no more against him. 

Mr. MU.RPHY: The Aboriginals Protection 
Act was 1ms"ed for the protection of the black.s, 
and was administered while Dr. Roth w>ts m 
\Vestern Australia ; and if Dr. Roth were to die 
to-morrow, surely the l\1inister wonlrl see that 
the Act was properly administered. He believed 
Dr. Hoth's services could be dispensed with, and 
better use made of the money paid to him. 

Mr. HARGREAVES: If the hon. member 
for Barcoo would look at the report he would 
find that in only two ca<es was compulsory pay­
ment found to be necessnry last year. The 
police would see that the blacks were paid, and 
as to how they spent the money that \hey g?t. 
vVhether Dr. Roth was the protector or not, tne 
Act would be administered. 

The CHAIRMAN : Do I understand the 
hon. member for Cook wishes to withdraw the 
amendment? 

Mr. HARGREAVES: On the promise of the 
Secretary for Lands, and as he could discuss the 
matter on the Supplementary Estimates, he 
would withdraw the amendment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. JENKINSON said several statements 

had been made by the leader of the Labour party 
and the hon. member for Croydon. [Mr, 
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KRRR: I can give the names.] I may tell the 
hem. member, now he ha' made that statement, 
that it is a deliberate untruth. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order, order! 

:Mr. KERR: \Vas the hon. member in order 
in saying it was a deliberate misstatement? He 
a,;ked the hon. member to withdraw that. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must 
withdraw that statement. 

Mr. ,TENKIJ'\SON: He would withdraw the 
words, hut the hon. member for Barcoo had 
made an absolutely incorrect statement. He 
had probably taken up some statements which 
appe~red in the Press, which had no foundation, 
and the statement he made was absolutely with­
out foundation. [Mr. Kmm: \Vhat statement?] 
The hon. member knew the statement, hut was 
not game to say it outside, and he was surpt ised 
at the hon. member, occupying the position he 
did, de,cending to such trivialities. He wanted 
to point out. the inconsistency of the hon. mem­
ber in stating that he was of opinion that Dr. 
Roth's services were absolutely unnecessary. The 
hon. member had only to say a word and the 
salary would be reduced. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 

Mr. JENKI;:\SON: The Chairman re­
peatedly allowed members to a<ldress him in a 
manner whlch we1.s not fair. No member was 
allowed to address a member in the House by 
his personal name. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must 
recognise that hon. members make interjections 
across the floor tha,t I do not always catch, and 
if the hon. m em her for Barcoo made any dis­
orderly interjections he should call my attention 
to it. 

1\Ir. JENKINSON: A deliberate statement 
had been made by several members to the effect 
that the money paid to Dr. i{oth was absolutely 
wasted. [Mr. HARGREAVRS: Don't you ag-ree 
with that?] He knew nothing abont the sub­
ject. (Laughter.) He protested ag-ainst the 
hypocrisy of any hon. member stating a sum 
was unnece"s:.ry, and then allowing it to he 
voted. The hon. member for Barcoo had suffi­
cient weight in the Chamber to carry the reduc­
tion, if he was in nLrnest, that, on the score of 
economy, Dr. Roth's services ought to be dis­
pemed with. They ought to get a reply from 
the :ilinister in reg-ard to it. 

:\Ir. REii\'HOLD : The South Brisbane Fire 
Brigade bad been charged in the newspapers 
with having lost a con~iderable amonnt of time 
in getting to work at the recent iire in :\Iel­
bourne street. He would ask the 11inister if 
that was correct ? He, perconally, did not 
beiieve it. 

'l'be HO:\IE SECRETARY: It just hap­
pened th:tt the Treac<urer ar,d himself were 
passing along- l\Ielbourne street about the tirne 
the fice bruke out. As they passed the shop 
there was no sign of fire ; bnt three 1ninute.-; had 
not elapsed before they heard a great outcry, 
an<1 they wa1kecl r1nickly hack. Before they got 
back, the tlre bri~·a.<le was nlre·tdy at work. It 
\Vas pos::,ihlP, 1;f ennrKt\ that tbe fire was detected 
at the back, and t.he alann given ::<ome tlrne 
before; but as far as he was personally con­
cerned, he thought the brigade turned out 
wonderfully quickly. 

Question put and passed. 

The House resumed. The CHAIJC\L\.X reported 
progress, ancl tlw Committee obtained leave to 
sit again to-morrow. 

HAWKERS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 

:MESSAGE FR01[ THE LEGISLATIVE UOUNOIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
nw'"age from the Legislative Council returning 
this Bill without amendment. 

The .House adjourned at six minutes to 12 
o'clock. 




