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118 Elections Acts, Etc., Bill. [COUNCIL.] Question. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

THURSDAY, 12 JANUAHY, 1905. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN (Hon. A. Norton); 
fJook the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

ELECTIONS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL. 
FIRST READING. 

This Bill, received from the Assembly, Wa>' 
read a first time, and its second reading made an 
Order of the Day for a later hour of the day. 

QUESTION. 
SUICIDE 01<' A TEACHER'S \Vn•E. 

HoN. C. S. McGHIE asked the Secretary for 
Public Instruction, without notice-

1. Has the Minister's attention been directed to thE 
t'ollowing statement in the Daily Jiail of to~day :-

One case was brought vividly to recollection 1J3-· 
the suicide of a teacher's wife a few n1onths ago, 
after having been compelled to live many years anC. 
bring up a large family in the ·west. The poor lady 
had, of course, becornA demented. Her husband 
waR one of the best teachers in Queensland, and ht. 
stuck manfully to his work when most men would 
have collapsed. The appointment to such a plaee 
was practical banishment almost for life. Such n 
case ought not to have occurred. 

~. Is this statement accurate? 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IX· 
STRUCTION (Hon. A. H. Barlow) replied-

1. Yes. 
2. ::So; it is inaccurate in several particulars. The 

details are much too painful for publication, but the 
hon. gentleman is at liberty to read all the papers in 
t,he case at the Education Office. 

ELJWTORAL :FRAXOHH:lE BILL. 
SECOND REAiliNG-RESUiiiPTION OJ.' DEB,l'l'E. 

HoN. F. CLE"\VETT: In common with other 
hon. gentlemen who have spoken on this subjPct, 
I take the opportunity of recorrling my emphatic 
protest agai11st Parliament being called together 
at t>Uch an inconvenient ti1ne as the present, 
more especially for Buch an ineffective purpose. 
Assuming that the Biil now before the House is 
passed, the 2nd cla11se provides that it is not to 
come into operation before the 1st .J an nary, 1907, 
so that there will be two sessions of Parliament 
in which the measure could be dealt with under 
ordinary conditions before it is to come into 
operation. That being so, it seerr1s an unnecessary 
proceeding to call Parliament together at this 
time to diBcuss this measure. It appears to me 
to be an indication of the condition of over­
government which exists at the present time, 
and of a d<osire and intention on the part of 
political faddists and profeasional politicians to 
interfere with the ordinary method of conduct­
ing the public business of the countrv. "\Vith 
regard to the general principle of the Bill-or I 
may perhaps more correctly say the special 
principle of the Bill-t,hat is, woman's fran­
chise-I have said before, and I say it here 
again now, that I have no objection whatever 
to women exercising the privilege of voting 
at parliamentary elections. It is not by any 
means a new thing, for women have been in 
the possession of voting privileges in connection 
with local government ever since the system has 
been in operation in Queensland. That being 
so, I do not see any reason why they should not 
also take part in the voting at parliamentary 
elections. But there is a curious inconsistency 
in connection with what is considered necessary 
for the qu~lification of electors under the two 
systems of representation. In the case of local 
government, where only questions of a purely 
local and limited interest are dealt with, resi­
dence is of no consequence wh,.tever as a qualifi­
cation. Only those who are holders of property 
and who have an interest and stake in th•J 
locality are permitted to vote for members of a 
local authority. But when we come to the 
larger field of parliamentary representation the 
position is altogether different apparently. Why 
it should be so, I do not understand. In the 
larger field of operations in which matters of 
vital importance to the welfare of the community 
at large are submitted for consideration, practi­
cally absolutely no qualification is required to 
indicate a man's fitness to use what may 
be considered one of the most important, 
if not the most important, privilege which 
can be exercised by the citizens of a country. 
Members of Parliament are thus subject to the 
influence of voters having absolutely no stake or 
interest in the country. What is residence? A 
man living in a cave in a rock, or even without 
the cave, and without any apparent reputable 
means of support, may, if he can prove six 
months' residence-which be will probably be 
able to do very easily-claim to have his 
name placed on the electoral roll, and he can 
trot down to the polling-booth and record his 
vote "t an election, which probably will be given 
for the candidate or candidates who more nearly 
approach to his own high ideal of life. Those 
are conditions which are altogether unacceptable 
to me. I cannot understand, and never have 

been able to understand, why for the less impor· 
taut field of local government the larger and 
the more important qmtlification should be 
required, and for the Inore itnportant field 
of parliamentary operations lhe comparative 
absence of qualificati' 'ns shonld exist. But appa­
rently this principle is in operation in most of the 
Australian St'>le,,, and I suppose will have to be 
accepted here. \V it h regard to the length of resi­
dence required in the different St:ttec; to qualify 
for the parliamentary franchise, 1 find th>tt in 
only one State-that is in South Amtralia-is 
the period of residence limited to ~ix months. 
In all the other St,..tes it is practically twelve 
months, and in Rl)lne tile property qualification 
is also retained. I have taken the trouble to 
gu into this matter a little, and I may be per­
mitted to read a fe -v extracts from "Coghlan's 
Statistic,," for 1002-3 bearing upon the question 
of the electoral qu«lific:otion and the fr<J.nchise. 
In New :'lnuth vValec-

The qualifieation for an elector is that he must be a 
natur::tl-born subject who has resided in .Xew South 
Wales for a eontinuous period of one year, or a 
natm·ali~cd subject who has resided contitntonsly in the 
State for one year after naturalisati(m. It was vrovided 
in the principal Act that in every case he must have 
resided three months continuously in the electoral dis­
trict for which he claimed to vote. 

It is practically manhood Buff rage in New South 
\Vales, and recently also the franchise has been 
conferred on women. In Victoria~-

:Ma.nhood suffrage is the basis on which electors vote. 
They must be natural-born or naturalised subjects, or 
na.turali8ed for one year prior to the lst January or 1st 
.Tuly in any yea.r, possessing an elector's right, and nu­
tainted by crime. 

Thtth is a rather important consideration-
o,· be enrolled on the roll of ratepaying electors, or 

bold a voter's certtficate under the provisions of section 
23 of Act ~o.l601. 

That would seem to indicate that in Victoria 
there is a nroperty qualification. [The SECRE­
l'ARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: No. They are 
placed on the roll fur rented properties.] 

ltatepayers in the munieipal districts have their 
names placed on the roll without any action on their 
part. 

[Hon. M . .JENSEN: That is in municipalities.] 
Yes; hut they are placed on the parliamentary 
roll in consequence of their names being on the 
municipal rolls. [Hnn. M . .JENSEK: That is 
correct of ratepayers for the Council.] No, that 
is for the Legislative Assembly-

To qualify for an elector's right a person must have 
resided in Victoria for twelve months, and in a division 
of his district for at least one month prior to applica­
tion. The non-re.:;idential qualification for a right con­
sists in possessing property of the clear value of £50 
or an annual value of £.3 in an electoral district. 

So that it appears that in addition to manhood 
suffrage there is also a right to vote for property. 
In South Australia there is a particularly simple 
franchise-

All that wars required of an elector was that he should 
be twenty-one years of age, a natural-born or natural­
ised subject of Her Majesty, and registered on the 
electoral roll of any electoral district for six months 
previous to the election. 

In Western Australia-
The electoral qualifi('?~tion for the I .. egislative As~ 

sembly is as follows :-F~lectors must be twenty-one 
years of age, natural-born or naturalised f<Ubjects of the 
King, and must have re~ided in the State for six months. 
and been six months on the roll. 

That requires a residence of twelve months 
before they can get the qualific.~tion. 

They must also be rc~<sident in the di~trict, or hold 
freehold cst~tte there of the • lear value of £50, or be 
householders occupying a dwelling of the annual value 
of £10, or holders of an annual lease of the value of 
£10, or holders of a lease or license of Crown lands of 

Hon. F. Clewett.] 
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an a11nnnl rental of (;5, or hn.yc their name~ on the 
electoral list of :l mnnit'i_pality or road~ bmtr1t in respeet 
of proper~y within the (li~triet. Elector~ for both 
Houses may be of either sex. Abori~inal~, natiYes of 
Ash1 and J\frica, and of hrrll'-blood at•e not 
enLit..J.'d to vote, except respccl of freebolcl qualifl.~m-
tions. 

So th:J.t 1nuch more dit-crimination is shown in 
connection with these matter~ there th ·n appea" 
to be shown here. In Tasmania--

·rhe electoral qualification tor the House of A~semblv 
is as followt: :-Etery man of the age of twenty-onO 
yc,-u·s, wlw is a natural-born or naturalised subjeet of 
His 2\Iajesty, antl has residHl in 'l'asmani:-t for a period 
of twelve month~. is entitled to have his name placed 
DH the electoral roll, and to vote at an election of a 
member of the llon~e of AsselllblY tor the district in 
which he reside~. · 

In New Zealand-
Evmy man or 'voman of the tnll ag-e of twc:ntY-one 

years, who is eithev a natnral-boru or uaturJlliscd 
British subject, and resident in the colony one year, 
and three month~ in one electoral district, is qual1fiefl 
to be registered ns an elector and vote at elections of 
members for the House of Reprr"::entatives. 

So that the residence qualification required there 
is longer than it is propoRed to make it here. 
vVe have had intinutions regarding amendments 
that 1t 1s proposed to introrluce into this Bill in 
cornmittee for the purpose of brino-ing it rnore 
into line with requiremento. If ~mendment8 
can be rnade in sucn a rnanner as to nlake it a 
more useful and desirable measure, then it may 
be made to answer the purpose for which it has 
been introduced. To say tha~ this measure has 
been demanded by the country as one of urgent 
necessity seems to me to be saying a g-n-at deal 
too much. If it is said that it is required hy a 
certain section of politicians and by &ome' of 
those by whom they are "upported, it may bP 
.admitted that such is the ca,e ; but, fortunately, 
they are not the whole of the country, although a" 
·present, perhaps, they occupy aratherconspicuom 
position. [Hon. P. l\IcRPHY: Three-fourths 
-of the members of the Assembly were returned 
infavourofit.] They were not returned in favour of 
this s['ecial measure. 'fhe questions of electoral 
reform and adult suffrage have been discussed at 
more than Oi1e election. [Hon. P. ::\lrRPHY : 
This is the only way to get it.] But this parti­
cul~r method of dealing with it c-,rtainlv was not 
submitted to the elect-ors. [Hon. P. J\TeRPHY: 
The extension of the franchise and the abolition 
of plural voting were before the eledors.] The 
prinmple is admitted, and no one wish"s to offer 
any opposition to it. vVhat is objected to is 
depriving people of privileges to which tlwy 
have always been entitled, and which they ha Ye 
always exercised with discretion, .tnd I contend 
that the women's vote would have been exercised 
more in the best intf,rests of the country if it 
were exercisEd on the basis of the existing 
qualifications. [Hon. P. ::YfcRPHY: The aboli­
tion of plural voting was just as prominently 
before the electors.] As far as the abolition of 
plural voting is concerned, if you are going to 
make a uniform franchi,e, why not bring thP 
whole franchise into uniformity, and deal with 
the local governrnent voting in the same wa,y as 
it is proposed to deal with the larger and 
more irr1portant (1uestion ofparlian1entary voting'? 
Where is the consistency ? In tire one case 
nothing bnt propel <y q ualjfies to vote. In the 

other casa there i:J absolutely no 
[4 p.m.J qualification. :B'or what is resi-

deuce? A nutn n:my live in tent. 
or even without a tent, for Hix D1lmths ; it is no 
business of anybody's how he lives, whether he 
is good or bad, so long as he keeps clear of the 
police he is qualifi,--d to vote. w:,o will he 
vote for? Not for the c~ndidate who will 
probably make the best representative of the 
district be ;, in and fur the country at large. 

[Hon. F. Clewett. 

\Ye have very clear evidence of that now. [The 
~EC!\ETAHY FOH PcBLlC rxsTJWCTlON: The Pre­
mier said at \Varwir:k he thought it, was highly 
desi1 .:~ble that our franchi"e ehould be assimi-
1 'ted to that of tile Commonwealth.] The 
Pre1nier's uth~rance at \Varvvick i.::1 not disputed. 
But I do think 1t is very nmch open to que,tion 
whether it is a cle~irnble thing tn follow in the 
footsteps of the Commonwealth, sering the 
unsatisfactory re~ults of almost all their delibe­
rations iu the-ir parlia1nentary operatious UlJ 
to the prroent time. I, for one, would certainly 
avoid as mnch as possible .·,nything that would 
be an imit<>tion of the operations of the Federal 
Parliament in most of their public measures. 
There are certain measures which would conduce 
to economy and good government which, if 
e:tnctioned by Parliament, wonld meet with the 
favour of an overwhelming majority of the 
people of the country. One of these is a reduc­
tion of the members of the Legislative Assembly, 
and the other the redistribution of seats. I 
contend that, under existing circumstances, until 
those matters have been dealt with, a Bill of this 
sort is entirely superfluous, and previous to the 
requirements. Those are matters of urgent 
importance, and would receive universal approval 
if they were submitted for consideration. If 
this Bill gets into committee, which, in all 
probability, it will, I hope such alterations and 
modifications will be made in it as will make it a 
more desirable and workable measure. Before 
s1tting down I should like to refer to a remark 
made by an hon. gentleman when addressing the 
Council on Tuesd>ty last. He referred, as he 
,, aid, to the contemptuous manner in which this 
Bill had been dealt with when previously before 
this Chamber. J<'or myself I may say-and I 
think I may say the sitme for others who voted 
in the majority on that occasion-there was no 
de,ire or intention to tre:ct the measure with 
contempt, and no c. m tempt was shown. It :vas 
simply an application of well-founded constitu­
tional and parliamentary practice tu the ques· 
tion bpfore the House. Such terms should not 
be used when no grounds fm them exist. I 
hope, as I bave said, that if the Bill gets into 
committee, it will be so altered and amended as 
to make its provisions usefnl in their application 
to the purpose for which they are required. 

Ho:\'. F. T. BRE:N'f:NALL: It will not be 
supposed, I imagine, that there is very much 
novelty about the proposal now before this 
CounciL It may be comparatively new here. 
It may be one upon which a certain class in the 
community lays very considerable stress. It 
may, indeed, be one upon which the life of a 
certain political section of the-community largely 
depends, but i~ is not by any means a new subject. 
It is a good many yeara now since this kind of 
subject came before the pnhlic of the home land, 
and demands were made, during the great 
Chartist ''gitation, for such rights a-nd privileges 
as are now being claimed for the democracy of 
this country. In order to substantiate th>tt 
statement, I would like to quote from a recog­
nised authority the points of the Great Charier 
which was advocated towards the end of the 
thirties in the last century. There has been for 
a long time a disrute as to whether that Great 
Charter contained five or six P''ints. The Charter 
itself, as originally drawn uo, contained six 
points, b11t the petition, which was ultimately 
sent to Parliament, had only five. Th<t accounts 
for the discrepancy tha' has got into s'Jme of the 
records relating to that period. The first of the 
six noints of the charter was uni versa! suffrage. 
Sup.po,ing that meant universal adult suffra~e 
it was jus' precisely what is being advocated 1.n 
this Bill, and is looked upon by some people 111 

this community as being the only means of 
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salvation for the large amount of poverty and 
distress and misery of the people of this land. 
It is hardly necessary to remark tlmt after the 
paso.age of some si'Cty-six years they have not 
yet; got near univet ',.d suffrage in t.he old coun­
try. The next point "as annual Parliaments. 
Nobody yet has had the effrontery to bring 
that forward as a condition of the existence 
of Parliaments, but it was one of the objects 
agitated for during the great Chartist move­
ment. The third point was equal electoral dis­
tricts. That is what we are going to ins-i~lt 
upon, I hope, in this Chamber, because if we 
are to have universal suffrage, we ought also to 
have equal electoral districts. The next point was 
the abolition of the property qualification. 
That is proposed in , the Bill before us, so that, 
after the lapse of two-thirds of a century from 
the first advocacy of this point in the old country, 
it looks as if we are about to have it accomplished 
in this portion of the Empire. 'fhe next point 
was vote by ballot, and the last payment of 
members. \Vith regard tn universal suffrage, 
annual Parliaments, equal electoral districts, 
abolition of the property qualification, and pay­
ment of members-five out of the six points of the 
Charter-they have failed to get in the old coun­
try during a long period of suspensP and waiting. 
In the petition presented to Parliament there was 
the following:-

May it therefore please your hononrn.ble House to take 
this, our petition, into your most serious consideration, 
and to use your utmost endeayours, by all coustitutional 
means, to have a. law passed, granting to every male of 
lawful age, sane mind, and unconvicted of crime, the 
-right of voting for members of P:~rliament: and direct­
ing all future elections of member" of Parliament to be 
in the way of secret ballot: and ordaining that the dura­
tion of Parliaments so chosen shall in no case exceed 

"Vne year; and abolishing all property qualifications in 
the members. aud providing for their due remuneration 
.while in attendance on their p:Lrliamentary rtuti.es. 

That does not look like uni versa! suffrage, be­
cause it refers only to males. Bringing in such 
a Bill as we have here is history repeating itself. 
I do not suppose io will take us two-thirds of a 
century to get this Bill passed through our 
Legislature. But it is an indisputable fact that 
we are largely experimenting with legislation 
which the old country, with its long experience 
and its saner judgment, has declined to enter­
tain. I regard the measure before us as in many 
respects an unjust measure. It is a spoliation 
Bill. I am not going into n:any of its details. 
Something like three months ago i expressed my 
objections to some of the provisions of the Bill 
rather strongly. Practically, if not literally, 
this is the same Bill, and there is no necessity 
to go over those objections; hut I do wish 
to repeat this : That I had more objections 
then than the absence of a machinery Bill. 
I also object very much to any attempt 
being made by legislation to commit a fraud 
upon "'ny section of the public by despoiling 
them of their rights and privileges. There is no 
doubt whatever in my mind that the Bill before 
us is a violation of natural rights. It is also a 
violation of natural instincts. But I shall not 
follow np that train of thought again on the 
present occaoion, beyond remarking that nnti! 
you can get all men of equal capacity and 
abilities you are legislating against Nature in 
trying to bring about uniformity with regard to 
the exercise of the franchise. I have heard this 
called a juet reform. A just reform indeed! 
Where is the justice, I would ask, of offering a re­
ward to insobriety, improvidence, and vice? That 
is precisely what the Federal Parliament has done. 
It has offered the reward of the franchise to 
insobriety, improvidence, and vice. Anything 
more degrading I cannot conceive than to oll'er 
the franchise to prisoners. [The SECRE'rARY FOR 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : This Bill does not do 

that.] I hope that I made my meaning clec<r. 
I wa~ :;;pc~killg of the federal franch1se. '\Ve 
are f~,llowing son1cwh_Lt iE the footstel)~ of 
that franchise. The omis~ions frmn it are v8ry 
wise omissions in my O\'l.'n judgment. Thf~y 
exclnde indigent people whose active interests in 
lif-, have entirely c:eased 1 and who for the retna.in~ 
ing few Yt:ar/'3 of their earthly existenc.~ are 
dependent upon t.he ~rnoclness-I \\rill not say 
charity-but upon the guodness and generosity 
of the State. l am aJ"lo very glad we have not 
the degradation of any propo;,al to give a vote 
to onr prisoners. I regard this prPposal as a 
phase of the sociali,,m which would place on 
the same level in all rc·spects the industrious man 
and the broken-down loafer, the sober man and 
the dissipated man, the thrifty man and the 
spendthrift, the honest man and the unde­
tected thief. One man io as good as another 
unde,· this Bill, in the matter of politic,, no 
matter what he may be in public status or 
public character. I have said, and I repeat, 
that I regard a proposal of that kind as being a 
violation of natural instinct and a violation of 
natural law. Some interjections were made on 
Tuesday to the effect that there are now two 
parties in this House. Well, I think it is to be 
admitted that practically there are two 
parties in this Council. I do not very well 
see how the issue is to be avoided, and I do 
not think there f'an be much mistake as to 
how it has been brought about. ·rhere can be 
very little di,pute as to who is responsible for 
there being two separate and distinct political 
potrtie" now in this House. I was in it many 
years before there was any such distinction or 
any party line whatever, but there is a party 
line now, and if there be any doubt whatever 
about that fact, I will bring a bit of evidence in 
connection with it. I do not think anybody will 
dispute that some democratic authority should be 
admitted to lie in the official organ which 
emanates from thf' great house in Turbot street­
call it J osshouse, ot; what you like, but there it 
is-and that is the headquarters of the move­
ment which demands from the Legislature at the 
present time this unh·ersal ]'mnchise BilL 
[Hon. A. HDICI!CLIFb~E : Hear, hear !] This 
emanated from t.hat headquarters at the begin­
ning of the first pt'll'liamentary session of last 
year-

In this connection the new appointments to the 
Lppcr House are an assurance to the country that the 
Government is not going to permit itself to be thwarted 
by that Cllamber of bitter fossils ::...s it was last year. 

[Hon. A. HINCHCLil!'l!'E : Hear, hear !] I am 
very glad tho hon. gentleman says "hear, hear" 
to that, because it utterly contradicts what he 
was "hear, hearing" about on Tuesday, and it 
distinctly proves that a certn,in number of mem­
bers were nominated to this Council for party 
purvoses. You cannot get away from ~t; it ~s 
there in black and white. They came m to thrs 
Chamber for party purposes, and if they came 
here for party purpose,,., could it be any matter 
for surprise if on the other side there should 
have been a drawing together, a closer associa­
tion of hon. gent!~ men, to carry out what they 
believe tr, be measures for the best intArests of 
the country? One of the measured spoken of in 
the same article from which I have just quoted 
was this very one of electoral reform, and ib 
said-

'l1he programme which has been submitted to Parlia­
ment b not yet, of course, available, but electoral 
reform, it is 1\nown, will constitute its leading feature, 
as it ought to do. 

VVhat will be done in the way of a rcdistrlbution of 
seats is as yet a Cabinet secret. but the Worker h_opes 
that the Government, while providing for the readJUSt­
ment of electoral boundaries, will lend no ear to the 

Hon. F. T. Brentnall.] 
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frantic demands of tlla Philpitp.;:. and the bogus re­
formers for a drastic reduction in the number of mem­
berF. 

I want hon. gentl• men to hP:tr that in mind ; it 
may come up a;pin before this day nPxt week­
the question of reduction of memberR and redis· 
tribn. ion of seats. That i; thA anthoritati,·e 
utterance Gf the great Trades Hall centre of 
democracy-

Whatever is done in the matter ot 1'Cadju<::tmcnt of 
electm al bounUaries, let there bo not the ,slightest heed 
paid to the cries of those bogus reformers ·who want to 
reduce the number ot membe.,.s in the Legislat,ive 
Assembly. 

On TuHday "" remark was made by the Hon. 
Mr. Ann ear to the effect that this Bi'll had been 
demanded by a certain political party, and that 
it was on their cry or instig-ation, or on their 
demand, that the Bill had been brought forw:1rd. 
The Secretary for Public Instruction interjected 
"Ob, no." \Vel!, it may not have been wholly 
so, but to a large c.;:tent it has been so. In this 
connection I arn going to re::td a re1nark from a 
little article-this is not the only WoTker I have 
here by me-because you cannot have any 
higher authority. It is the official utterance of 
the people who are ciamouring out fm' this fran­
chise. When this paper says that the Labour 
party ha< demanded certain things from the 
Morgan Government, and will me that Govern­
ment to secure certain things, and when they 
hn,ve secured them will deal with the Morgan 
Government as they please, then I maintain we 
have got to the fountain head, and may rely on 
the information bein;; accurate and to the point. 
What does it say?-

There is a lot to be done before the millennium dawns, 
and the :\I organ Government may \Vell do some of it. 
If it gives t•S electoral reform only, it will ,iustify the 
wisdom of those who b1·ought it into being. 

With tbe vote in tbe bands of the whole of the 
people, democracy will but need to issue its commands 

That means the Trades Hall-
and the Government will obey. If not the l\lorgan 
Government, then some other Government. 

A people enfranchised and seized of economic liber­
ties is the master of Destiny. 

That is a fine little sentence, and remarkably 
clever-

The franchise the present GoYernment will givu us ; 
the economic truths it is the province of the Labour 
party to inculcate. 

I think if that proves anything, it proves that 
the Labour party is making a very convenient 
use of the Morg-an party to accomplish its own 
ends, and when those ends have been secured it 
may make a very easy bed for the Morgan party 
somewhere or tomehow, or it may do the other 
thing. The main object is to make itself and its 
own position secure, and to gain its own ends. 
I believe, with regard to the Bill now before uo, 
from the remarks which were made here last 
Tuesday, that there is a sufficient majority here 
to carry the second reading of this Bill, but I 
fancy there will be some patching up to be done 
before it -:ets through committee. There will 
probably be a little bit of mending and tinkering 
to be done before it sees daylight in an•>ther 
place, and before gentlemen there have an 
opportunity of dealing with it. Coming to the 
main question, I wish to bay this : That as far as 
a majority of members of this Council are con­
cerned, this is a time on which we may mutually 
sympathise and commiserate with each other. 
We chose, in the exercise of what we believed 
at the time to be our rights and our duty, to 
postpone the consideration of this Electoral 
Franchise Bill for half a year, and in doing that 
it appear" we gave very great umbrage to some­
body. We acted like a lot of naughty school­
boys, and we have been treated like a lot of 
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naughty schoolboys. The great pedagogue who 
has the control of our political destiny for the 
time being-at any rate, of onr political move­
ments-·has thought fit to spoil any ch~..n.ce that 
any of n' might wish to ?ave of a h.oilday or 
some relaxation or recreatiOn rn gett1ng away 
for a change, and right on the very top of the 
holidays to bring both Houses together to pass 
this 1neasure becau'·'~ of its urgency. \Vhere is 
the urgency for this Bill? I am inclined to 
think with one of the speakers on Tne,day that 
there has been some considerable influence-I 
won:t u::;e such '\:Vords as coercion or dictation­
but there must have been some considerable 
influence to lw:;;ist npon a considerate t~.rnd. good­
natured gentleman like the present Premier 
putting himself and us all out nf our way and 
inconveniencing us at this time of the yeor for .a 
bit of legislation of this ch:uacter. \Vho IS 
responsible for it? h the Gowrnment respon· 
sible for it? I won't go into the other Chamber 
to ask questions about individuals further, bnt 
is the Government responsible for it, or is it a 
case of the tail wagging the dog? vVhoseinterests 
and whose influence are they which gave urgency 
to this subject? Some of us wm1ld like to know 
that. \Ve fail to see exactly where the urgency 
comes in. It has been properly.saidthat .except 
upon a certain contingency this Bill will not 
corne into operation until 1st January, 1907. 
That contingency may not ~e so remote as some 
sanguine people hope for-It may come sooner 
than some people expect-but whether it comes 
sooner or later, there does not seem to be very 
much urgency in the matter of " _Bill which, 
things going on in the usual course, wrll not come 
into operation for very nearly two years yet. 
\V by should hon. gentlemen here and in another 
place be put to this unnecessary inconvenience to 
pass a measure which will not in the ordinary 
course of things come into operation for two 
years yet? vVhat harm could have been dof!e if 
it had been deferred for six months, as we desired 
it, and been brought on in the ordinary session 
in the middle of the year? No harm would 
have bee" done to anything or anybody that I 
can see, unless there is some ulterior motive on 
the part of somebody in urging t):lis Elect?ral 
Franchise Bill forward at this particular penod, 
Then we are being punished. I take it that 
this is a vindictive session, and that to call us 
together now because we did not choose to obey 
the dictation of n, Government and of another 
place three months ago is little better than 
an insult to the self-respect of this Chamber. 
We have as much right to our opinions and 
to the performance of our legislative functions as 

the other branch of the Legislature, 
[4.30 p.m.] and I venture to think we represent 

the opinions of a very considerable 
and influential section of the community in the 
action we first took. If we again took the 
same actiOn, I believe it would be applauded 
by the same influential section of t~e co.m­
munity. 'fhere are some parts of the Bill ~hwh 
it has been already stated will be very serwusly 
considered, and probably considerably amended 
in committee; but this question arises just now 
Is there anything more urgent than this required 
by the present condition of the. State? Is .t?is 
going to restore lost confidence m th.e sta:bihty 
and capability of the country ? Is I.t .gomg to 
give an impulse to our pastoral, our mmmg, and 
our agricultural industries? I believe mstead of 
helping the workers, it will encourage work­
shirkers. Instead of giving work to the hungry, 
it will probably increase the number of the unem­
ployed, because the further we go with this kind 
of legislation the more we shake the confidence 
of the people wh0 are in a position to help us to 
improve the conditions of the count~y, and 
while the women and children are ;;ard to be 
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crying for food they are offered a vote. Honest 
men are asking work to fEl the mouths of wives 
and children and they are offered the consolation 
of " vote to their wives, and that is to satisfy 
the1n. l ;tsk again, Is there nothing n1ore im­
portant, nothing more urgent, than what has 
been stated in connection with thb Bill? ~ow, l 
promised I would give you " few further par­
ticulars as to whether anybody is t-,hind this 
Bill besides the Government. I propose to rend 
from the same weekly journal from which I have 
already quoted-

I,abour in this State has fixed its highest hopes npon 
the achievement of the adnlt franchise. l•'or this the 
·~oalition was sanctioned; for this it is upheld; this, 
and this alone. is its jn~titication. Once the franchise 
ceases to be a elass prerogative, and the people are 
made their own real rulers, coalitions lose the sanction 
of necessity and become politically immora..l. 

Now, who was going to lose the franchise'? \Vho 
in the name of conunon sense was going to lose 
the franchise in this country if this Bill did not 
pass? It could only be n question of the female 
class not getting the franchise, but if this Bill 
were put on the fire at once and destroyed, 
there is not an individual in the country who 
would lose the franchise. 'vV e htwe a vote for 
every man, and we should continue to have it, 
and to stuff illogical matter like that into 
people's ears, and to endenvour to persuade them 
that if this Bill does not pas' they are going to 
lose something, is trespassing upon honour and 
veracity. The quotation goes on-

rro win the vote Labour surrendered its studied 
isolation and entered upon the perilous paths of 
compromise. Such an expedient, nothing short of 
complete success can justify, and this is the reason 
the seeming apathy of the Government and the P.L.P. 
evoked the quick resentment of the I~abonr organh•a­
tions of the country. 
The sting of the extract is in its tail­

We simply MUST get this Bill through. 
And that "must" is put in small capitals. 
~ot only does the future of the movement depend 

upon it, but its past also. Let it fail now, and it will 
have Jived but to make a mock of the conquests of 
years and offer up a sacrifice of sutfering to a leering 
idol. 
Now, is there any indication in that extract that 
there is a power behind the Throne ; that there 
is an influence which is impelling the Govern­
ment forward on this path of "progressive 
legislation," as it is called; thiR path of just 
reform? I do not know. I cannot tell. I have 
no wish to know whether it is the result of the 
thorough, hearty, independent judgment of 
every member of the Government or not. [The 
SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC lNSTRGCTION: It is mine, 
anyway.] I am not in the slightest degree sur­
prised at that, because I have known the hon. 
gentleman to have strong and independent 
opinion• on so many different sides during 
his political carAer that I am not surprised at 
any point on which he may vary. I have not a 
shadow of doubt that he is sincere about this. 
Coming to the very late't issue of the Worker, 
that of last Saturday, we have this-

And what is this Franchise Bill but "progressiYe 
le£"islation"? It will break up the rule of the re­
actional·ies for ever: it will visit ruin upon the noble 
house of BoodlA. lt "is revolution made easy. Every 
l-ine of its five short clauses is pregnant with the fall 
of a Bastile. ~ o wonder they want to change the 
snhject. 
If this does not disprove the interjection thnt was 
made on Tuesday that there has been some dic­
tation with regard to this measure being brought 
before Parliament at this juncture, I hardly 
know what would disprove it. The evidence 
seems to me to be very clear and strong, Now, 
there is one important question I would like hon. 
gentlemen to seriously ponder, and that is 
whether this is class legislation or not. If it is 
not dass legislation, and is not intended to eon-

serve the mterests of a class, why does this 
writing take place week after week about the 
importance of it in the interests of n clacs, as I 
have l)l.'t)Ved to hon. gentlemen'! There w~ts a 
tirne~ ~ good many yt ars ago, w htn an thn~e of 
us who held liberal opinions bad to fight, and 
did fight very hitd, ngaiuot what was he!i,,ved 
to be claF-3 dorninancY in thP: k~isb,tion and 
government of the cou"ntry, and uitinmtdy that 
dominancy was pnt c.lol,./11. PerLa.ps the evil 
vvas not so very intense .n; 80II18 people sup­
pnsed, hut. still it was put d<HVIt and liberalisn1 
~· nne to the fl'uut, and now we have another 
class domiuancy. You c.an think as you believe, 
but I venture to think that the sde objecr; of 
such lezislati"n as this io to level down people 
who are in any degree in a higher ]Josition tlMn 
the ordinn,ry working classt aud give Lhe power 
into the hanus of that p~rticuhtr claso to do :ts 
they will throngh the, Ptuliamer;t with all the 
intere';t_, of the country. There is no secrecy 
about it. You ma.y read it week after week if 
you look in the right place for the information ; 
the object has been plainly declared, nnd we are 
to secure this ultimate democmcy by a series of 
legislative enactments whieh will put the power 
into the hands of snmebody who will perhaps 
reward thems81 ves for all the nlleged suffering 
and iniquity and injustice to which they have 
been subject in the past years hy the grasping, 
greedy boodlers whose privilege ">nd duty it has 
been to give them employment and pny them 
wage". Now, in closing I wish to say that if we 
are to pass a Franchise Bill of this kind we pass 
it, I hope, with our eyes wide open and with 
a full know ledgv of what is likely to be the 
issue. If it brings about what I have been 
reading of-revolution by statute-we shall have 
helped to bring it about by passing such a 
measure ns this, and we shall have nothing to 
grumble about if any assistnnce of ours has led 
to that eventuation. But tbis Council has to 
remember that it is an integral part of the Legis­
lature, that it has duties and responsihilitieswhich 
are no less important than the political d•tties 
and legislative responsibilities devolving upo1c the 
clnmourers for this adult franchise who pr<>fess 
to represent democracy. I have avoided uoing 
th11t harsh word "socialist." The question is : 
Is this country to be dominated nnd governed as 
speedily as measures of this kind. can be put 
through the Legis! a tnre by n parttculnr class, 
and is it to lapse into that condition of socialism 
in which Jack will be as good in all respects as 
his master-perhaps a little better-and in which 
all the best interests of the community-all the 
interests which we regard as being stable, 
and just, and safe-will be sacrificed to the 
whims, the desires, of that party who will then 
be the governing power in the country? [Honour­
able gentlemen: Hear, henr !] 

Ho:'~. 3YI. .TENSEN : As this matter has been 
"n exhnustively discussed, I will make my 
remarh as brief as possible. The Hon. Mr. 
Brentnall asks, "'vVho is behind this mattAr?" 
The answer seems easy. The Ministry !l.nd 
the Opposition are, and every candidate at the 
last election, whether successful or unsuccessful. 
At the last election, the then leader of the 
Opposition, Sir Arthur Rntledge, stated in his 
manifesto-and I suppose he represented h_is 
party-that one of the measures he was rn 
favour of was the extension of the franchioe 
to women, and the restriction of the right of 
each elector to one vote--that is, the abolition 
of the plural vote. I defy the hon. gentle­
man to mention a single member of the Assem­
bly who has advocated the retention of the 
plural vote ; and the principle must be very 
much discredited, and the community must be 
very unanimously in favour of its nbolition, when 

Hon. M. Jensen.] 
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we cannot find in the •.v hole nf thf' ~\ .. Rsen1bly onz~ 
.single deft>nder nf it. The hon. merr1ber alluded 
to ]i~nghnrl a:; a place in whlcn onP. 111n,n one vote 
woultl proba,hly never prevaiL Let u1e quote 
what the !ti:<ht Hon. J oseph Charnberlein haR to 
say on the subject. It was quo1 ed vPry effecLive]v 
last session bv the Hon. jUr. O'Sulliv:m-

Vlurnl voting is inconsistent with the vrinciplt·· of 
nur presnnt snffrage. Plural yoting IS iloomed, and 
sooner or hter we must have uniformity of t'ranchisc. 

I presutne he is not ad vocat.ing claRs legislation 
there, and jndging- by the Right Hon. IV. E. 
Gladstone's remarks he is also an opponent of 
plnral voting. Earl Grey is another, and Sir 
Gel)rge Tre velyan is also anothf'r ; he uses the 
argnment that a membec of the HoUl•8 of Com­
mons, because he is wealthy, does not receive an 
adrlitional Yote, and that it is quite absurd to 
give an elector an additional vote simply becanse 
he happens to posse"s wealth. I should like to 
call the attention of the last speaker to the fact 
that one or two speakers on his own side have 
argued that the plur<c,J vote is not an important 
factor in elections, and stated that at the last 
election property voters were found voting on 
each side. The property vote has not alway.> 
been ~xclusi,ely given to the candidates on 
one side. [Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: That 
does not affect the question of a. property 
vote.] ~ o, it does nut affect that qnesLion; 
but it affects the dire consequences predicted 
by the hon. gentleman,:who spoke of revolutions. 
[Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL: No, I did not predict 
that; I read it from the Worker.] In every other 
State plnral voting has been abolished. I know 
it is not a cogent argument to say that we must 
necessarily adopt legislation which is in force 
elsewhere. Still there is the fact that Con­
servatives in Xew South \Vales, in Tasmania, 
and elsewhere, have abolished the plural vote. 
It was abolished in New South \Vales in June, 
1893, and in Tasmania in February of last year. 
The hon. gentleman asked who was behind this 
proposed legislation, and made allusions to the 
Labour party. I understand that there is no 
Labour party in Tasmania. There may be one 
Labour member in the Legislative Assembly, but 
there is no Labour party in that State. The 
Legislative Conncil there has the reputation of 
bf'ing the most conservative legislative body in 
Australia, and yet those Conservatives evidently 
came to the conclusion tbat there was no 
danger to apprehend from the abolition of the 
plural vote. If political changes are too rapid, 
there is always a reaction. I do not mean to say 
that the recoil is ever equal to the advance. A 
notable instance of reaction occurred in England 
when Disraeli extended the franchise in 1867. 
Gladstone was then returned to power. He 
passed a number of important measures, bnL, as 
Green says in his "Short History of the Enc:lish 
People," the greatness of the changes and the 
rapidity of the changes altered the minds of the 
constituencies, and they returned a Conservative 
Government. Similar resnlts ensue evervwhere. 
If the revolutionary measures which tb'e oppo­
nents of this Electoral Franchise Bill fear are 
attempted, reaction will follow, One hon. mem­
ber last Tuesday alluded to this measure aH 
"democracy run mad." I would ask that ban. 
gentleman if, at the next election, every candi­
date advocated the repeal of the income tax, 
and a measnre repealing the income tax was 
passed twic.e without division by the Assembly, 
and the B1ll was then sent to this Chamber, 
wonld that be termed " democracy run mad"? 
Would it not rather be said that this is merely 
a rev1smg Chamber, and that we should bow 
to the will of the people, although we might 
differ from that will? I think hon. gentlemen 
·on the other side exaggerate the importanc·e of 
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the plural vc'e. Has any political party ever 
yet bt·t-'n con tinned in power solely by n1eans of 
the plural vote? \Vonld the plural vote nnder 
the £xi.;;ting franchise suffice to keep any party 
in po•,;ver? ThLr i'~ a genernJ tund• ncy to thP 
dintinutiotl of the plural vote. Every wef k 
partne1 \ are converting their bnsiw-J~Res into 
limited liability companies, nnder which the 
votes which they formerly held for land neces­
sarily diRappear. 

Question--That the Bill be now read a second 
time-put and pcts~ed. 

The committal of the Bill was made an Order 
of the Day for a later hour of the day. 

ELECTIONS ACTS A~ENDMimT BILL· 

SEC01'<D READING. 

The SECltETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUC'l'ION: I shall have to ask hon. gentle­
men to review the present position of business. 
I think that with their assistance it will he 
quite practicab1.e to conclude the business this 
week. [Hon. P. MACPHERSON: No.] [Hon. J. 
T. ANNEAR: No.] \Vill ban. gentlemen do me 
the fa Your to come to-night, so that we may go 
on wiLh the second reading of this Bill? [Hon. 
P. MACPHERSON: No.] [Hun . .F. T. BnENTNAr,L: 
There has been quite inconvenience enongh over 
this business now.] Very well, I understand 
that the House, by a majority, d:cline to en­
deavour to conclude the business this week, and, 
further, that they decline to continue this sitting 
after tea? Am I right in that? [Honourable 
gentlemen : Yes. J That is what I wish to under­
stand. I shall, in the first place, state the differ­
ence between this Bill and the Bill which was 
distributed to hon. gentlemen last 'Wednesday 
-that is to say, to indicate the amendments 
which have been made by the Assembly. I pro­
pose to do that before I go on with the details of 
the Bill itself. The Assembly introduced an 
amendment in the definition of "postmaster" 
to include "a receiving officer in charge o£ a 
receiving office where a date stamp is used." 
In the Bill circulated among ban, e;entlemen last 
\V ednesday the age column w;1S left out of the 
various schedules. That column is restored for 
men, bnt women voters are not required to state 
their age under any circumstances. There is a 
provision in clause 16 to the effect that r·olling­
places nnder certain circumstances may be 
grouped together for the pnrpose of mixing up 
the votes in order to preserve the secrecy of 
the ballot. The limit of the nnmber of per­
sons who were supposed to vote at those pol­
ling-places which could be gronped together was 
twsnty-five. The Legislative Assembly have 
extenried that number to fifty. In clause 21 a 
verbal amendment has been made to correct an 
error in draftin>:, and a provision has been in­
serted to the effect that members of the Assembly, 
who, hon. gentlemen will remember, are entitled, 
if this Bill passes, to remain on the rolls of their 
respective constituencies, may vote by post. 
Those are the alterations which have been made 
in the Bill as it was submitted to you. 'l'he 
1st clause of the Bill is formal, the 2nd is mainly 
definitions. the 3rd is collateral to a similar pro­
vision in the Electoral J?ranchii;e Bill, which 
says that this measure shall not apply to thP 
election of a new member to fill any vacancy in 
the present Parliament, and prior to the 1st of 
January, 1907. I endeavoured to fully explain 
that when I was moving the second reading of the 
Franchise Bill. Save and excepting that the Bill 
will come into operation on the passing thereof. 
Then wA have a new definition of a ''natnralised 
subject," which is rendered necessary by the 
change in the naturalisation law under the 
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Commonwealth. That is in clause 4. [Hon. A. J. 
THYNNE : Am I to understand that. we" ttre to get 
copies of the orizimcl ~\et with the amendments 
printed in it, so that we can compare them?] 
Those copies have nnt been supplied to me. 
Wh:ct the hon. gentleman asks is whether I 
have got at my dispo,al copies of the consn!i­
dated Acts which are proposed tn be amended 
with the amendm~nts printed in them. I have 
not got those copies, I regret to say. [H,m. A. J. 
THYNNE: Will they be availahle ?] I am afraid 
not. [Hon. A. J. THYNNl!J: That means several 
days' delay.] I can assure the hon. gentleman 
that it is no oversight of mine. I was saying 
just now that the definition of a " naturalised 
subject" is altered because the federal laws have 
made a change. The definition of "postmastee" 
is required on account of the voting by post. 
The definition of a "local authority' is repealed 
because the Local Government Act prohibited a 
n1a.n receiving Governtneut pay from being a 
member of a local authority. That dPfinition 
is now unnecessary, as the Local Authori­
ties Act does not prohibit it. Clause 5 of the 
Bill is formal. Clause 6 deals with the registra­
tion court. Hitherto difficulty has been found 
in ~etting revising justices and registering jus­
tices, because they were required to be resi­
dents of the place where the registration touk 
place. Very often those j usticos could not be 
got, and the Government had to gazette special 
justices to discharge those function.~. This Bill 
provides that resident justice'< shall he preferred, 
but that if they cannot be got other justices 
may take their place. That will appear further 
on in the Bill. By clause 7 of this Bill, sec­
tion 29 of the oon•olidated Acts is repealed. 

Section 29 enacts that fourteen days' 
[5 p.m.] notice of every bi-m<mthly court 

shall be given by advertisement. Sec­
tion 34 of the consolidated Acts requires that at 
the holding of every bi-monthly C'lnrt they shall 
cause the bi-monthly electoral list to be published 
in some newspaper circt1lated in the district. 
'fhat provision is repealed. Clause 9 repeals 
certain words with respect to the qualifications 
of a returning officer. The absurrlity exists now 
that when a returning officer is firet appointed, 
he must be an elector in the district, and that 
if he ceases to be an elector the day after, he 
goes on being returning officer just the same. 
Sections 78A to 78J deal with the contingent 
vote. The contingent vote is absolutely swept 
away, root and branch. [Hon. J<~ .• T. STEVENS: 
Do y::m approve of that?] (Laughter.) I will 
deal with that when I come to the question. In 
section 75 the words " in the firo<t instance'' 
are repealed. Those words relate to the con­
tingent vote, and they are no longer neces­
sary. The pro,iso of "Potion 87 is repe~led. 
That refers to the office of returning officer 
being an office of profit or gift under the Crown, 
and is collateral to the matter that I mentioned 
in c0nnection \Vith local atlthnritiF'•· CL.tnsp 12 
repeals Part I I. of the consolidated Acts. Part 
II. deals entirely with qunlifica.ti<>ns and dis­
qualification:-. Some hon. n1ernbers who spoke 
to me privately seemed to b' under the impres­
sion that a part of tho><e quaiHico,tionR in the old 
Act "ould. remain in force, but. they are to be 
entirely swept out of that Act, and tht·y are re­
enacted in the Hill of which w., have jnot pa.~,ed 
the second re._:_ding. It has been thought rnore 
convenient-following the :Federal legi,Lttion­
that the rh-finition of the personH whn are entitled 
to vote slwuld he in one Act, and the definition uf 
the manner in which they shall vote should be 
in anothet·. .l-Ion. rnernbets will thereforr> 
unders· and that all the qualifications in the 
consolid,ted Acts nre to be repealerl--fre•·­
hold, ]e[lsehold, manhood suffrage, and every-

thing else. In section 13, the words "adulb 
malts" are repealed, and "adult males and 
fen1ales'' are inserted. This requires the regis­
trar of blrtbs, de:tths, and marriages to furnish 
a list 0f deaths in order that the names of 
the elector., who have died may be taken off the 
roll. This clause requires him to furnish an 
account ot the deaths of all "dnlt males and 
females and the marriage' of all female electurs 
in order that their n.mws may be corrected on 
the roll. The 3rd subsection is a formal enact­
ment connected with the change of suffrage. So 
is the next. The last paragraph of section ] 4 is 
repealed. That deals with the change of rtnali­
cation from freehold to rec,idence and frum resi­
dence to freehold. There being- only one quali­
fication now, that is unnecessary. Subsection (4) 
is very much the name. Then the tabulation in 
sections lG, 21, and 33 is remodelled. The old 
necessity for distinguishing between freehold, 
leasehold, and rebidence qualifications disap­
pears, and there is only one qualification. The 
table will contain tbesurnameandchristian name, 
sex-that is necessary becausA we have such 
nmnes as Iflorence> ji'ranciP, Frances, and that 
son of thing. Then there is age-' ha.t, as I 
explained, applies only to males. The ladies 
will not be requirt~d to state their age. In sub­
section (1) of section 23 there is a verbal alteration 
arising from the change of qualification. All 
these are not matters nf any importance, and they 
are all formal. Then the court is empowered 
to make an alteration in the surname of a female 
elector who marries. The next subsection pro­
vides an easier method of changmg the qualifica­
tion from one district or division to another. 
Subsection (I) of section 23 is repealed. "When 
any person whose name appears on the roll in 
respect of a qualification ceas" to poseess the 
qualification, and has another qualificati•m, his 
qualification may be changed. That iR also 
collateral to the sweeping away of the different 
qualifications. Section 24 is repealed, and " 
wovision is inserted that no perwn shall have 
his name entered more than once upon any 
electoral list. \Vhenever it appear" that a man 
has got on " list twice, the court may strike 
out one of the names and retain that entry which 
they think to be the most correct. Now comes 
an im1Jort,,nt. matter which was rem01·ed from the 
l<'ranchisc: Bill for convenience, and fJUt inr o this 
Bili; "No person shall be entitled to have his 
nan1e on 1nore than one roll at one and the Rame 
time." The 2nd, 3rd, 4r h, and 5th paragrs-phs 
of section 30 are re[Jeah:d. They de~l with the 
form of claims, and fresh provisions are inserted 
in lieu thereof. 'fhe qnestions which :,re to be 
put are-

1. \Yhat i~ your christian name and surname? 

2. Are you male or female r 
:-L Art! you of the fuH age of twenty-one years? Ami, 

Ha male. wh:-tt is your age r 
1-. ~\re you a natnral-born subject of the King? 

.~ •. J f :not, are yon a naturalised .oubjt vt of the King? 

n. 'Yherf: is your pluee of residence? 
; . \\~hat is yunr occnpa.tion? 

.s. nave you coutinuously reddecl in Q.ueensland fo1· 
:<ix month~~ 

·~. If so, in what place or places~ 
10. h; yonr name now on tlle roll for any St;Ltc 

deetoral distriet i.n QutP,nsland? 

1 L If ~o, for wlw t t1i:-<triet ~ 

Then a persr•n must rnake a .~olPrnn decl~ratlon, 
and it is provided afterwards who the perHons 
~~re before whom the declarn.tion mav be made. 
]'hen an i1nportant chang0 is 1nade i1) Rection 
BO: OlainlH are now to be witne . .;;sed bv cla~::d­
fie<l fernale tP,tchers as well a' by clas,ifi.ed mal, 

Hon. A. H. Barlow.] 
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teacher", and also by any elector enrolled on the 
electoral roll of the district for which the claim 
is made. Then the proviso to section 40 is 
repealed, and the following proviao is imerted :-

(a) :Xo female elector shall be disqualified from 
voting under the name appearit•g on the roll 
merely becanse she has changed her surname 
upon marriage ; 

(b) Any person whose name appears on the roll at 
the time of au election, and who is then sub­
ject to any or tlle distlualitkations mentioned 
in the Electoral .Franchise Act of 1905. shall be 
disqualified from voting ; 

(c) No person whose name appears on the roll for a 
dbtrict shall be entitle·t to vote at an,,T election 
for sncll district unless at some titlle within 
seven months next before the election he ha~ 
been bmui .fide resident therein for a period of 
one month. 

Formerly it was two months, but it is Iww 
reduced to one month. Then the following pro­
vision is inserted:--

[43n.] Any member of the Assembly :::;hall, if he so 
desires, be entitled to have his name plaeed on and 
Tetained on the roll for the district he rcpre~ent~ 
instead of the roll for the distric1 in which he l'esides. 

[Hon, R B. lYiORETON: \Vhy ?] The reason­
perhaps it is a sentimental one-is this: The 
member for Croydon, Carpentaria, Townsville, 
or some other place may come down herb 11nd 
m'ty haYe his name put on some electoral roll 
here, as he hrts to be on some electoral roll. To 
a certain extent he becomes Brisbaneised, and, 
besides, when he goes up to his elect,,rate he 
cannot have the privilege of saying, "Ladies and 
gentlemen, fellow-electors." (Laughter.) [Hon. 
A . .J. THYNNE: Is it necessary to be on any 
roll?] [Hon. B. D. MoREHEA IJ: If he loses his 
seat, be is off the roll then.] His name is there 
nntil he gets on to another roll. He loses his 
right to be on that particular roll when the roll is 
revised, and, of course, he then becomes one of 
the rank and file of the public. [Hon. A. J. 
THYNNE: \Vhy insist on his being on any roll?] I 
think it is a foolish thing to insist on a man bemg 
on any roll. A member of the House nf Con,mons 
is not obliged to be on any roll, I believe. I 
do not know whether hon. members can enlighten 
me on the point, but I believe it is a fact that 
any one of us could go to En I{ land and stand for 
the Imperial Parliament. [Hon. P. MAOPHER­
SON: What chance would we have of being 
returned?] That is another question. [Hon. 
A . .J. THYNNE : An Australian has been returned 
who could not possibly have had a qualification.] 
Speaking seriously, I believe there is no qualifi­
('·,ttion of any kind for the Imperial Parliament. 
[Hon. A. J. THYNNE: Why insist upon it in 
Queensland?] I do not know why we insist 
upon it. I do not think there is any particular 
virtue in .it. Then there is an alteration in the 
queetions in section G3. The section reads: 
"And if such person claims to be an elector and 
to vote in respect of the qualification of residence 
the following questions," etc. Now that there 
is no other qualific::ttion than that of residence. 
tho8e question are unnecesoiary. \Ye now com8 
to the important question of voting by postal 
ballot-

Any female elector who desires to vote throug"h the 
post offi··e, and any wale elector who on polling-dity will 
be absent from the di-:5trict for which he ls enrolled and 
who desires to vote through the post oflice, may, after 
the issue of the writ and not }a,ter than the second da\' 
preceding- pol1ing day. apply to the rdnrning otticer fo.r 
a postal ballot certifie•tte. 

He applies for a postal ballot certificate, giving 
all the particnlars>-

Tlle application must be signed by the apli}i(\'J.Ut with 
his or her own hand, and must be declared bdore and 
attested by the returning office1· or a jnstice oi the 
peace, ea.ch of whom is hereby authori~erl to take such 
declaration: 

[Hon. A. H. Barlow. 

Then follows a proviso for which, I must admit, 
I cannot see the jnstification--

Jlrovidcd that no justice who 's a candidate at the 
election or is a member of the Legislative CouncH or 
Assembly ~hall be compet.cnt to take or :1ttcst any such 
declaration. 

[Hon. A. J. THYXNE: The members of the 
.LegL.;la.tlve Ooancil are the onty c..li.,interested 
people in the State.] It is then provided that-

Any person who makes in any such application any 
statement which in any material particnlar i"l to h1s Oi" 

her knowledge False shnll be liable to a penaltv not ex­
ceeding one hundred pounds or to imprisonment with 
or without harcllalJour for any period not exceediug- six 
months. 

'rhat is rather a stiffener for anybody who desires 
to make a false declar.1tion, If the· returning 
officer is satisfil'J that the name of the applicant 
is entered on the roll, he is t<> furnish the p,1stal 
ballot certificate, which is endorsed U[JOn an 
envelope addre:-;.-:;ed to the returning officer. 'rhe 
postal b'Lllot-paper ib given in the Bill, and it ie 
certainly very fulL It gives the fulh st directions 
on one page ho\V the voting i5 to be rlonPt and 
nothing can be clearer than the direction on the 
second page, ''How to vote"~ 

Below write Lhe name of the candidate you vote for. 
If two members are to be chosen you may write the 
name of one or the names of two candida.tes. 

[Hon. T. A. JOHN~ON: vVill th" postmaster 
know who the person votes for?] No, h'' is 
forbidden t•> know. It is then provided th'lt no 
elector who has received anv such certificate 
shall be entitled to vote exc "pt by means of a 
postal ballot-paper. Instructions are then given 
as to how the returning officer is to initial the 
po<tal ballot-paper, and so fold it down as to 
entirely conceal the number written in the 
corner. The next proceeding refers to the post­
master, and •hows how the vote is to be re­
corded-

In the presence of any postmaster within the State, 
and of no other person. the voter may, on or before the 
second day preceding polling day, but not afterwards, 
vote in manner rouowing and not otherwise:-

(i,) The voter shall deliver to the postmaster the 
postal ballot-paper and the two envelopes afore­
said, in the same cou.dition in which they were 
issued. 

(ii.) The voter shall then sign his or her name upon 
tbe c ~rtitimtte, and the postmaster shaLl then 
stamp snch envelope with the post office letter 
stamp of the date of voting, 

(iii.) 'l'he postmaster shall then deliver the postal 
baJlot-paper to the voter, but sh::tll retain the 
two en velope'3 afore~aid. 

(iv,) The voter shall then in the presence or, bnt 
not in the sight of, t11e postma-:ter vote by 
writing on the second page of the ballot-paper 
the name of the candidate or the name:; of the 
candidates for whom the voter votes. 

(v,) The voter shall then fold up the ballot-paper 
so as to conceal the name or names ot' the 
candidRte or candidates, and deliver it to the 
postma•ter. 

lvt) Th• postmaster shall then, without unfolrtiug 
the ballot-paper, place it in the envolope which 
is endorsed with the certificate, and shall 
fasten up the envelope. 

(Yii.) The pn'3tmast"-lr shall then place such envelope 
in the envelope addre~sed to the returning 
officer, and upon receipt from the voter of the 
proper pmtage stamps shall, in the presence 
of the \roter, affix them to the enve1ope, and 
shall post the same as a letter in the post offwe. 

Then the postmaster is directed to immcuiately 
stamp with the letter stamp of the d"te any 
certificate presented for stamping and immedi­
ately post it, and he is not to look at th~ name 
of any candidate for whom the vuter votes. The 
object of all this formality is to p•·event the 
collection of votes-to prevent electioneering 
agents going round and buying votes and either 
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posting them themselves or tearing them up. It 
ensures that the postal ballot-papers Rh all actually 
go to the returning officer. InN ew South Wales 
I believe voter&· rights were bought up and held 
in pawn until after the day of election. All 
these trick' are to be prevented as far as possible, 
and these elaborate precautions are necessary. 
One vot~ lll[I,Y turn an election, one member 
may make a majority; therefore we cannot have 
too great purity of votmg. [Hon. A. J. THYNNE: 
Is that a foreca·,t ?] I do not care whether it is 
or not; it would not trouble me. Then certain 
legal enactments as to evid• nee follow as to 
'l.vhat is to be considered pri7nt1 facie evidence. 
Provision if.: next 1nade for the t>xnndnation and 
count of votes; and it is provided that any mis­
take iu ~pelling of the name o' any candidate, 
where the intention of the voter is clear, shall 
not render such vote infonnal. A provision 
saving appeals to the Elections Tribunal is fol­
lowed by a number of consequential amend­
:ment,;;, one of which refers to lu.t'"' po:-;tal votes. 
If the returning officer is fully '"·' tisiied that the 
delayed postal votes will n"t alter the result of 
an election, he is to send in the ballot-papers. 
For instan•' ,, if a nndidate has a majority of 
lOO votes, and there are fifty postal b tllot,papers 
out, it is quite c:ear that if they ;<ll votell one way 
it could not pos,ibly alter the resuit. If there 
is any doubt, he has to delay the return until 
the postal votes are in. '>V e now come to a 
provision which for the first time has been 
introduced in this State. At small polling­
places where three, four, or ten votes are re­
corded, you might as well httve no ballot at all, 
bec::tuse everybody knows who is voting and 
whom they are voting for. This is particularly 
the case on :::;tations. Without rnentioning names, 
I heard only to-day of the case of a comparatively 
large station where the candidate received a 
telegram from one of his friends : "It is all 
right; the votes will be twenty-six to eleven." 
And the votes were twenty-•ix to eleven. In 
order to get rid of thi" state of things it is pr.J­
vided that where it is not likely that more than 
fifty votes will be polled at a polling-place a 
number of those places will be e-rouped together, 
and instead of the vo•es being counted at the 
place where they are polled they are to be sent 
in to the assistant returning officer, who is 11 new 
creation under this Act, and the assistant return­
ing officer is to mix them :>ll up and act exactly 
as if they had been polled :tt his polling-place, 
The last three clauses consist of temporary pro­
visions. The fir•t is-

As soon as may be alter the passing of this Act, 
every electoral registrar shall send by post to every 
elector enrolled for any qualification other than resi­
dence for any district or divisiOn for which such 
electoral registrar is registrar, at thP. address of such 
elector, so fat as the registrar can ascertain it, a notice, 
together with the prescribed form of claim. 

Then, in .July and August, 1905, every electoral 
registrar is to compile an electoral list for his 
district or division, and in that list lw is to 
insert the name and other particulars of every 
person-

(a) Who is already enrolled for the qualification of 
residence; 

(b) Who has made a claim showing a qualification 
of residence ; 

(c) Who is personally knowu to the electoral regis­
trar to po~ -lOSS the necessary qnalifitcttlon of 
resifl.ence; a.nrl 

Id) Whose qualification of resiclencc is proved by 
some other person, personally acquainted with 
the facts, by deelaration under the Oaths Act 
oll867. 

This does not prevent the sending in of inde­
pendent claims. I do not think anything can be 
more liberal than that. If you are on for resi­
dence you are retained. If you are not on for 

residence you are warned to make a claim, or 
someone may make a claim for you, atte-ted by 
a declaration under the Oaths Act. The last 
clause refers to the proceedings at the annual 
revision court in U105. Lists when re\'ised at 
that court are to become the elector»! rolls for 
the several electoral districts for all purposes 
except for a vc.cancy in the L' ~i:llative Assembly 
during the continw:nce of the present Parlia­
ment, and before the 1st .J annary, 1H07. [Hon. 
T. A. JoHNSON: If any member duriog the 
next two years may be electerl unrler the old 
Act, how will it apply in the case or a diasoln­
tion of Parliament?] The new roll c >mr· .. in then. 
If a dissolution of Parliament took pl :ce imme­
diately, the new system would cPme into force. 
Seeing th<1t Parliament expire'' on the 15, h Sep­
tember, 1907, and is not at all likely to expire 

before its time. [Hon. T. A. 
[.).30 p.m.] JoHN:iON: By effinxion of time?] 

Of cotn,,e. Js that sati,fac:ory ? 
[Hon. T. A. ,JOHN;,<OX: I~ is rath·.r unu:mal 
having two rolk J I again ask hon. gent!emen 
to consider that the Assembly has adjourned, 
and is vmiti11g. I can do n" more. If hon. 
gentlemen OPIJOsite are still of opinion that they 
Rhould not nteet to-night, rny o11ly courRe 'vill be 
to m:we that the House adjourn till to,morrow. 
I ]e,WA it in the hands of hon. gentlemen; I 
have finished my explanation. 

HoN. Sm A. C. Gli.EGORY: I beg to move 
the adjournment of the debate. 

HoN. A. J. THYNNE: Before that is put­
[ am sorry th~t I r11issed an opporlllniry of 
speaking at an earlier period of the day, and I 
tt1ink I may he pardoned in put.ting before hon. 
members a very valuable and useful return, 
which, throu~h the courtesy of the Secretary 
for Public Instruction, I received on my arrival 
at the House to-day. It is a return showing the 
number of dec· ors on the roll for each electoral 
district of Queensland at the time of the last 
general election, the number of adults, males 
and female", eligible to become electors in each 
of snch districts under the last census. I ask 
the Hon"e to allow me to take this tts read. 
[The SECRETARY l<'OR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: 
\Vould you like it printed?] V erv much. [The 
SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUCTION: I am 
perfectly willing that it should be printed.] I 
would puint out that on the total there 
would be "vailable, according to this last cen­
sus, 132,897 adult m<les and 101,434 adult 
females eligible for election. [The SECRETARY 
~·on PUBLIC IN~Tl\UCTION: If you will give 
it to me I shall lay it upon the table and 
move th•,t it be priuted.] Will it be printed 
in time to be of use to hon. gentlemen? [The 
SECRETARY FOil PUBLIC lNSTRUC1'ION: Yes; 
every effort shall he made.] I may, perhaps,. be 
allowed to go a little further and call a• tentr.on 
tooneor two figures. A•suming that the franchtse 
followed the Uommonwealth franchise, the quota 
for a House of seventy-two members would be 
3 254. According to the Commonwealth, you 
c~n add 20 per cent., that is one-fifth, to that; 
or deduct one-fifth so as to provide half, the 
result being that one electorate may be 50 per 
c•'nt. greater in number than another. I would 
like to give the names of the sixteen electorates 
whieh come below that level: Bowen, which has 
"present roll of 9D1, will only have a total adult 
population of 2,059; Bulloo, with a pre"ent roll 
of 581, has a total number of 1,59!5 adults; 
Bnrke, with .o present roll of 453, has a total of 
905 adults; Camanon, with a present roll 
of 1,011, has 11 total number of 2,191 adnlts. 
Carpentaria will h,cve a total of 1,137 adults; 
Cook, 2,458; Croydon, 1,673; Dalby, 2,191; 
Gregory, 1,517; Leichhardt, 2,467; Logan, 2,130; 
Mnrilla, 2,143; Norrnanby, 1,951; Rose wood, 

Hon. A. J. Thynne.] 
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2,457; Stanley, 2,304; vVarrego,2,089. Those will 
all be under the quota, a'su,Jing every adult 
male and female in the electora;·,e to be on 
the roll, which would be vermissible under the 
Commonwealth scale. On the other hand, tak­
ing the electors of Bulirn ba on their present 
franchise, there would be a total adult population 
of 6,392. I do not know whether t.h• re :>re not 
some other electoratea l rg-er still than that, but 
comparing the Burke electorate with a total 
adult population of 905, which is one-seventh 
less than the population of Bulimba, you see the 
question that arises as to the inequrdit.y of the 
€lecti ve power of the elector> according to the 
population. [Hon. B. D. MoREHEAD: So it is 
under the franchise in Great Brit~ in.] It may 
be, but the franchise of Great Britain is not 
uniler discu"ion. I am on!y showing figures 
that, to 1ne, are very instructive, and \Vhich may 
furnish food for thought for hon. members in the 
further consideration of these measures before ns. 
I acknowledge the courtesy of the Secretary fo" 
Pt.blic Imtruction in so promptly getting me 
supplied with that information I sought from 
him. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION: I am very h,-,,ppy to give this 
information, which is all cognate to the redistri­
bution of seats. I shall lay it on the table and 
move that it be printed. As to the adjournment, 
I do not want to divide the House, as I do not 
want to have anything like unpleasantness, but 
I ask the Council again to consider that the 
Legislative Assembly has adjourned for the con­
sideration of this business. I thought that this 
evening we could go on with the committees tage 
Df the Franchise Bill, hanging it up for third 
reading-, but I understand now, finally, that the 
will of hon. gentlemen is that that course should 
not be taken. 

Question-That the debate be adjourned-put 
and pas;ed. 

The resumption of the debate was made an 
Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

PAPER. 

The SECRETARY FOR Pl'BLTC IN­
STRl'CTION laid upon the table a ret,nrn 
showing the number of electors on the rnll, cmd 
the nu m her of adult,, mole and femrcle, eligible 
to become electors at the time of the last censu", 
and moved that it be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

The Council adjourned at twenty minutes to 
fi o'clock. 




