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Flections Acts, Ete., Bill.

[COUNCIL.} Question.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 12 JaNUaRY, 1903,

The PrEsmpine CHaIRMAN (Hon. A. Norton})
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

ELECTIONS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
FirsT READING.

This Bill, received from the Assembly, was
read a first time, and its second reading made an
Order of the Day for a later hour of the day.

QUESTION.
SUICIDE oF A TEACHER'S WIFE.

Honw. C. S. McGHIE asked the Secretary for
Public Instruction, without notice—

1. Has the Minister’s attention been directed to the
following statement in the Daily Meail of to-day :—

One case was brought vividly to recollection by
the suicide of a teacher’s wife a few months ago,
after having been compelled to live many years anc
bring up a large family in the West. The poor lady
had, of course, become demented. Her husband
wag one of the best teachers in Queensland, and he
stuck manfully to his work when most men would
have collapsed. The appointment to such a place
was practical banishment almost for life. Such &
case ought not to have oceurred.

2. Is this statement accurate ?
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The BSECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION (Hon, A. H, Barlow) replied—

1. Yes.

2. No; it is inuccurate in several particulars, The
details are much too painful for publication, hut the
hon. gentleman is at liberty to read all the papers in
the case at the Education Office.

ELECTORAL FRANCHISE BILL.
SECOND READING—RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

Hox. F. CLEWETT: In common with other
hon. gentlemen who bave spoken on this subject,
I take the opportunity of recording my emphatic
vrotest against Parliament being called together
2t such an inconvenient time as the present,
more especially for such an ineffective purpose.
Assuming that the Biil now before the House is
passed, the 2nd clause provides that it is not to
come into operation before the 1st January, 1907,
80 that there will be two sessions of Parliament
in which the measure could be dealt with under
ordipary conditions before it is to come into
operation. That beingso, it seems an unnecessary
proceeding to call Parliament together at this
time to discuss this measure. It appears to me
to be an indication of the condition of over-
government which exists at the present time,
and of a desire and intention on the part of
political faddists and professional politicians to
interfere with the ordinary method of conduct-
ing the public business of the country. With
regard to the general principle of the Bill—or I
may perhaps more correctly say the speecial
principle of the Bill—that is, woman’s fran-
chise—I have said before, and I say it here
again now, that I have no objection whatever
to women exercising the privilege of voting
at parliamentary elections. It is not by any
means a new thing, for women have been in
the possession of voting privileges in connection
with local government ever since the system has
been in operation in Queensland. That being
s0, I do not see any reason why they should not
also take part in the voting at parliamentary
elections. But there is a curious inconsistency
in connection with what is considered necessary
for the qualification of electors under the two
systems of representation. In the case of local
government, where only questions of a purely
local and limited interest are dealt with, resi-
dence is of no consequence whatever as a qualifi-
cation. Only those who are holders of property
and who have an interest and stake in the
locality are permitted to vote for members of a
local authority. But when we come to the
larger field of parliamentary representation the
position is altogether different apparently,. Why
it should be so, I do not understand. In the
larger field of operations in which matters of
vital importance to the welfare of the community
at large are submitted for consideration, practi-
cally absolutely no qualification is required to
indicate a man’s fitness to use what may
be considered one of the most important,
if not the most important, privilege which
can be exercised by the citizens of a country.
Members of Parliament are thus subject to the
influence of voters having absolutely no stake or
interest in the country. What is residence? A
man living in a cave in a rock, or even without
the cave, and without any apparent reputable
means of support, may, if he can prove six
months’ residence—which he will probably be
able to do very easily—claim to have his
name placed on the electoral roll, and he can
trot down to the polling-booth and record his
vote at an election, which probably will be given
for the candidate or candidates who more nearly
approach to his own high ideal of life. Those
are conditions which are altogsther unacceptable
to me. I cannot understand, and never have
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been able to understand, why for the less impor-
tant fleld of local government the larger and
the more important qualification should be
required, and for the more important field
of parliamentary operations the comparative
absence of qualificati ms should exist. But appa-
rently this principle is in operation in moss of the
Australian States, and I suppose will have to be
accepted here. With regard to the length of resi-
dence required in the different States to qualify
for the parliamentary franchise, 1 find that in
only one State—that is in Sonth Australia—is
the period of residence limited to six months.
In all the other States it is practically twelve
months, and in some the property qualification
is also retained. I have taken the trouble to
go into this matter a little, and I may be per-
mitted to read a few extracts from °° Coghlan’s
Statistics” for 1902-3 bearing upon the question
of the electoral gqualification and the franchise.
In New South Wales—

The qualification for an elector is that he must be a
natural-born subject who has resided in New South
‘Wales for a continuous period of one year, or a
naturalised subject who has resided continuously in the
State for one year after naturalisation. It wasprovided
in the principal Act that in every case he must have
resided three months continuously in the electoral dis-
trict for which he claimed to vote.

It is practically manhood suffrage in New South
Wales, and recently also the franchise has been
conferred on women. In Vietoria—

Manhood suffrage is the basis on which electors vote.
They must be natural-born or naturalised subjects, or
naturalised for one year prior to the 1st January or 1st
July in any year, possessing an elector’s right, and un-
tainted by crime.

Thab is a rather important consideration—

Ov be enrolled on the roll of ratepaying electors, or
hold a voter’s certificate under the provisions of section
23 of Act No.1601.

That would seem to indicate that in Victoria
there is a property qualification. [The SECORE-
TARY FOR PuBLIC INsTRUCTION : No. They are
placed on the roll for rented properties.]

Ratepayers in the munmicipal districts have their
names placed on the roll without any action on their
part.

[Hon. M. JunseN: That is in municipalities.]
Yes ; but they are placed on the parliamentary
roll in consequence of their names being on the
municipal rolls, [Hon. M, JExsEN: That is
eorrect of ratepayers for the Council.] No, that
is for the Legislative Assembly—

To gqualify for an elector’s right a person must have
resided in Victoria for twelve months, and in a division
of his district for at least oue month prior to applica-
tion. The non-residential qualification for a right con-
sists in possessing property of the clear value of £50
or an annual value of £5 in an electoral district.

So that it appears that in addition to manhood
suffrage there is also aright to vote for property.
In South Australia there is a particnlarly simple
franchise—

All that was required of an elector was that he should
be twenty-one years of age, a natural-born or natural-
ised subject of Her Majesty, and registered on the
electoral roll of any electoral district for six months
previous to the election.

In Western Australia—

The electoral qualification for the ILegislative As-
sembly is as follows:—RElectors must be twenty-one
years of age, natural-born or naturalised subjects of the
King, and must haveresided in the State for six months
and been six months on the roll.

That requires a residence of twelve months
before they can get the gqualification.

They must also be resident in the district, or hold
ireehold estate there of the «lear value of £50, or be
houscholders occupying a dwelling of the annual value
of £10, or holders of an annual lease of the value of
£10, or holders of a leasc or license of Crown lands of

Hon. F. Clewett. ]
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an annual rental of £3, or have their names on the
clectoral list of » municipality or roads board in respect
of preperty within the district. FElectors for both
Houses may be of either sex. Aboriginals, natives of
i nd Africa, and ons of halt-blood zuve not
enlitlad to vote, except in respect of freehold gualifina-
tious.

So that much more discriraination is shown in
connection with these matters there than appears
to be shown here. In Tasmania—

The electoral qualification for the House of Assembly
is as follows:—¥very man of the age of twenty-one
years, whe & natural-born or naturalised subject of
His Majesty, and has resided in Tasmania for a period
of twelve months. is entitled to have his nane placed
on the electeral roll, and to vote at an election of a
member of the Ilouse of Assembly tor the district in
which he resides.

In New Zealand—

Every man or woman of the full age of twenty-one
years, who is either a natural-born or naturalised
British subject, and resident in the colony one year,
and three months in one electoral dissrict, is qualified
to be registered as an elector and vote at electionsof
members for the House of Representatives.

So that the residence qualification required there
is longer than it is proposed to make it here.
‘We have had intimations regarding amendments
shat it is proposed to introduce into this Bill in
committee for the purpose of bringing it more
into line with requirements. If amendments
can be made in such a manner as to make it a
more useful and desirable measure, then it may
be made to answer the purpose for which it has
been introduced. To say thas this measure has
been demanded by the country as one of urgens
necessity seems to me to be saying a great deal
too much. If it is said that it is required by a
certain section of politicians and by some of
those by whom they are supported, it may be
admitted that such is the case ; but, fortunately,
they are not the whole of the country, although at
present, perbaps, they occupy arather conspicuons
position. [Hon. P. Mvurruy : Three-fourths
of the members of the Asseinbly were returned
infavourofit.] They were not returnedinfavourof
this special measure., The questions of electoral
reform and adult suffrage have been discussed at
more than one election. [Hon. P. Murpnay :
This 1s the only way to get it.] But this parti-
cular method of dealing with it cartainly was not
submitted to the electors. [Hon. P, MureHY :
The extension of the franchise and the abolition
of plural voting were before the electors.] The
principle is admitted, and no one wishes to offer
any opposition to it. What is objected to is
depriving people of privileges to which they
have always been entitled, and which they have
always exercised with discretion, and I contend
that the women’s vote would have been exercised
more in the best interests of the country if it
were exercised on the basis of the existing
qualifications. [Hon. P. MurerY : The aboh-
tion of plural voting was just as prominently
before the electors.] “As far as the abolition of
plural voting is concerned, if you are going to
make a uniform franchise, why not bring the
whole franchise into uniformity, and deal with
the local government voting in the same way as
it is propesed to deal with the larger and
more important question of parliamentary voting?
‘Where is the consistency? In the one case
nothing but properiy qualifies to vote. In the
other case there iy absolutely no

[4p.m.] qualification. For what is resi-
dence? A man may live in « tent,
or even without a tent, for six months; it is no
business of anybody’s how he lives, whether he
is good or bad, so long as he keeps clear of the
police he is qualifisd to vote. Who will he
vote for? Not for the candidate who will
probably make the best representative of the
district ke is in and for the couniry at large.

[Hon. F.Clewett.
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‘We have very clear evidence of that now. [The
SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: The Pre-
mier said at Warwick he thought it was highly
desirable that our franchise should be assim-
lated to that of the Commonwealth.] The
Premier’s utterance at Warwick is nov disputed.
Bat I do think it is very :uuch open to question
whether it is a desivable thing to follow in the
footsteps of the Commounwealth, seeing the
unsatisfactory results of almost all their delibe-
rations in their parliamentary operations up
to the present time. I, for one, would certainly
avoid as much as possibie anything that would
be an imitation of the operations of the Federal
Parliament in most of their public measures.
There are certain measures which would conduce
to economy and good government which, if
sanctioned by Parliament, would meet with the
favour of an overwhelming majority of the
people of the country. One of these is a reduc-
tion of the members of the Legislative Assembly,
and the other the redistribution of seats. 1
contend that, under existing circumstances, until
those matters have been dealt with, a Bill of this
sort is entirely superfiuous, and previous to the
requiremnents., Those are matters of urgent
importance, and would receive universal approval
if they were submitted for consideration. If
this Bill gets into committee, which, in all
probability, it will, T hepe such alterations and
modifications will be made in it as will make it a
more desirable and workable measure. Before
sitting down I should like to refer to a remark
made by an hon. gentleman when addressing the
Council on Tuesday last. He referred, as he
said, to the contemptuous manner in which this
Bill had been dealt with when previously before
this Chamber. For myself T may say—and I
think I may say the same for others who voted
in the majority on that occasion—there was no
desire or intention to treat the measure with
contempt, and no eontempt was shown. It was
simply an application of well-founded constitu-
tional and parliamentary practice to the ques-
tion before the House. Such terms should not
be nsed when no grounds for them exist. I
hope, as I bave said, shat if the Bill gets into
committee, it will be so altered and amended as
to malke its provisions useful in their application
to the purpose for which they are required.

Hox. F. T. BRENTNALL: It will not be
supposed, I imagine, that there is very much
novelty about the proposal now before this
Council. It may be comparatively new here.
Tt may be one upon which a certain class in the
community lays very considerable stress. It
may, indeed, be one upon which the life of a
certain political section of the community largely
depends, but ib is not by any means a new subjeet.
It is & good many years now since this kind of
subject came before the public of the home land,
and demands were made, during the great
Chartist agitation, for such rights and privileges
as are now being claimed for the democracy of
this country. In order to substantiate that
statement, 1 would like to quote from a recog-
nised authority the points of the Great Charter
which was advocated towards the end of the
thirties in the last century. There has been for
a long time a dispute as to whether that Great
Charter contained five or six points. The Charter
itself, as originally dvawn up, contained six
points, but the petition, which was ultimately
sent to Parliamnent, had only five. That accounts
for the discrepancy that has got into some of the
records relating to that period. The first of the
six points of the charter was universal suffrage.
Supposing that meant universal adult suffrage
it was jus* precisely what is being advocated in
this Bill, and is looked upon by some people in
this community as being the only means of
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salvation for the large amount of poverty and
distress and misery of the people of this land.
It is hardly necessary to remark that after the
passage of some sixty-six years they have not
yet got near univer=al suffrage in the old coun-
try. The next point was annual Parliaments.
Nobody yet has had the effrontery to bring
that forward as a condition of the existence
of Parliaments, but it was one of the objects
agitated for during the great Chartist move-
ment, The third point was equal electoral dis-
tricts. That is what we are going to insist
upon, I hope, in this Chamber, because if we
-are to have universal suffrage, we ought also to
have equal electoral districts. The next point was
the abolition of the property qualification.
That is proposed in .the Bill before us, so that,
after the lapse of two-thirds of a century from
the first advocacy of this point in the old country,
it looks as if we are about to have it accomplished
in this portion of the ¥mpire. The next point
was vote by ballot, and the last payment of
members. With regard to universal suffrage,
annual Parliaments, equal electoral districts,
abolition of the property qualification, and pay-
ment of members—five out of the six points of the
Charter—they have failed to get in the old coun-
try during along period of suspense and waiting.
In the petition presented to Parliament there was
the following

May it therefore please your honourable Ilouse to take
this, our petition, into your most serious consideration,
and to use your utmost endeavours, by all constitutional
means, to have a law passed, granting to every male of
lawful age, sane mind, and uneonvicted of crime, the
right of voting for members of Parliament : and direct-
ing all future elections of members of Parliament to be
in the way of secret ballot ; and ordaining that the dura-
tion of Parliaments so chosen shall in no case exceed
one year ; and abolishing all property qualifications in
the members, and providing for their due remuneration
while in attendance on their parliamentary duties,

That does not look like universal suffrage, be-
cause it refers only to males. Bringing in such
a Bill as we have here is history repeating itself.
I do not suppose it will take us two-thirds of a
century to get this Bill passed through our
Legislature. But it is an indisputable fact that
we are largely experimenting with legislation
which the old country, with its long experience
and its saner judgment, has declined to enter-
tain. I regard the measure beforeus as in many
respects an unjust measure. It is a spoliation
Bill. Iam not going into many of its details.
Bomething like three months ago I expressed my
objections to some of the provisions of the Bill
rather strongly. Practically, if not literally,
‘this is the same Bill, and there is no necessity
to go over those objections; but do wish
to repeat this: That I had more objections
then than the absence of a machinery Bill.
I also object very much to any attempt
being made by legislation to commit a fraud
upon any section of the public by despoiling
them of their rights and privileges. There is no
doubt whatever in my mind that the Bill before
us is a violation of natural rights. Itisalsoa
violation of watural instincts. But I shall not
follow up that train of thought again on the
present occasion, beyond remarking that until
you can get all men of equal capacity and
abilivies you are legislating against Nature in
trying to bring about uniformity with regard to
the exercise of the franchise. I have heard shis
called a just reform. A just reform indeed!
Where is the justice, I would ask, of offering a re-
ward to insobriety, improvidence, and vice ? That
1s precisely what the Federal Parliament has done.
It has offered the reward of the franchise to
insobriety, improvidence, and vice. Anything
more degrading I cannot conceive than to oifer
the franchise to prisoners. [The SECRETARY FOR
Posric InstrUcTION : This Bill does not do
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that.] I hope that I made my meaning clear.
I was speaking of the federal franchise. We
are following somewhat in the footsteps of
that franchise. The omissions from it are very
wise omissions in my own judgment. They
exclude indigent people whose active interests in
lifs have entirely ceased, and who for the remain-
ing few years of their sarthly existencs are
dependent upon the goodness—I will not say
charity—but upon the goodness and generosity
of the State. 1 am also very glad we have not
the degradation of any proposal to give a vote
to our prisoners. L regard this proposal as a
phase of the socialisma which would place on
the same level in all respects the industrious man
and the broken-down loafer, the sober man and
the dissipated man, the thrifty man and the
spendthrift, the honest man and the unde-
tected thief. One man is as good as another
undes this Bill, in the wmatter of politics, no
matter what he may be in public status or
public character. I have said, and I repeat,
that I regard a proposal of that kind as being a
violation of natural instinet and a violation of
natural law. Some interjections were made on
Tuesday to the effect that there are now two
parties in this House. Well, I think it is to be
admitted that practically there are two
parties in this Council. I do not very well
see how the issue is to be avoided, and I do
not think there can be much mistake as to
how it has been brought about, ‘There can be
very little dispute as to who is responsible for
there being $wo separate and distinet political
parties now in this House. I was in it many
years before there was any such distinction or
any party line whatever, but there is a party
line now, and if there be any doubt whatever
about that fact, I will bring a bit of evidence in
connection with it. I do not think anybody will
dispute that some democratic authority should be
admitted to lie in the official organ which
emanates from the great house in Turbot street—
call it Josshouse, or what you like, but there it
is—and that is the headquarters of the move-
ment which demands from the Legislature at the
present time this universal Franchise Bill
[Hon. A. HiNcmowirrFe: Hear, hear!] This
emanated from that headquarters at the begin-
ning of the first parliamentary session of last
year—

In this conneetion the new appointments to the
Upper Ilouse are an assurance to the country that the
Government is not going to permit itself to be thwarted
hy that Chamber of bitter fossils as it was last year.

[Hon. A. Hincucuirrg: Hear, hear!] I am
very glad the hon. gentleman says ‘‘hear, hear”
to that, because it utterly contradicts what he
was “ hear, hearing” about on Tuesday, and it
distinetly proves that a certain number of mem-
bers were nominated to this Ceuncil for party
purposes. You cannot get away from 1t ; it is
there in black and white, They came into this
Chamber for party purposes, and if they came
here for party purposes, could it be any matter
for surprise if on the other side there should
have been a drawing together, a closer associa-
tion of hon. gentlemen, to carry out what they
believe to be measures for the best interests _of
the country ? One of the measures spoken of in
the same article from which I have just quoted
was this very one of electoral reform, and ib
s2id—

The programme which has been submitted to Parlia-
ment is aot yet, of course, available, but electoral
reform, it is known, will constitute its leading feature,
as it ought to do.

What will be done in the way of a redistribution of
seats is as yet a Cabinet secret, but the Worker hopes
that the Government, while providing for the readjust~
ment of electoral boundaries, will lend no ear to the

Hon. F. 7. Brentnall.]
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frantic demands of the Philpites and the bogus re-
formers for a drastie reduction in the number of mem-
bers.

¥ want hon, gentlewen to bear that in mind; it
may come up again before this day next week—
the question of reduction of members and redis-
tribuiion of seats. That is the authoritative
ubterance of the great Trades Hall centre of
democracy—

Whatever is done in the matter of veadjustment of
electoral boundaries, let there ho not the slightest heed
paid to the cries of those bogus reformers who want to
reduce the number of members in the Legislative
Assembly.

On Tuesday a remark was made by the Hon.
Mr. Aunnear to the effect that this Bill had been
demanded by a certain political party, and that
it was on their cry or instigation, or on their
demand, that the Bill had been brought forward.
The Secretary for Public Instruction interjected
“Oh, no.” Well, it may not have been wholly
80, but to a large extent it has been so. In this
connection I am going to read a vremark from a
little article—this is not the only Worker I have
here by me—because you cannot have any
higher authority. It is the official utterance of
the people who are clamouring out for this fran-
chise. When this paper says that the Labour
party has demanded certain things from the
Morgan Government, and will use that Govern-
ment to secure certain things, and when they
have secured them will deal with the Morgan
Government as they please, then I maintain we
have got to the fountain head, and way rely on
the information being accurate and to the point.
‘What does it say 7—

There is a lot to be done before the millenninm dawns:
and the Morgan Government may well do some of it.
If it gives us electoral reform only, it will justify the
wisdom of those who brought it into being.

With the vote in the hands of the whole of the
people, democracy will but need to issue its commands

That means the Trades Hall—
and the Government will chey. If not the Morgan
Government, then some other Government.

A people enfranchised and seized of economic liber-
ties is the master of Destiny.

That is a fine little sentence, and remarkably
clever—

The franchise the present Government will give us;
the economic truths it is the provinee of the Labour
party to inculeate.

I think if that proves anything, it proves that
the Labour party is making a very convenient
use of the Morgan party to accomplish its own
ends, and when those ends have been secured it
may make a very easy bed for the Morgan party
somewhere or somehow, or it may do the other
thing. The main object is to make itself and its
own_ position secure, and to gain its own ends.
I believe, with regard to the Bill now before us,
from the remarks which were made here last
Tuesday, that there is a sufficient majority here
to carry the second reading of this Bill, but I
fancy there will be some patching up to be done
before it gets through committee. There will
probably be a little bit of mending and tinkering
to be done before it sees daylight in another
place, and before gentlemen there have an
opportunity of dealing with it. Coming to the
main question, I wish to say this : That as far as
a majority of members of this Council are con-
cerned, this is a time on which we may mutually
sympathise and commiserate with each other.
We chose, in the exercise of what we believed
at the time to be our rights and our duty, to
postpone the consideration of this Electoral
Franchise Bill for half a year, and in doing that
it appears we gave very great umbrage to some-
body. We acted like a lot of naughty school-
boys, and we have been treated like a lot of

[Hon. F. . Breninall.
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naughty schoolboys. The great pedagogue who
has the control of our political destiny for the
time being——at any rate, of onr political move-
ments—has thought fit to spoil any chance that
any of us might wish to have of a holiday or
some relaxation or recreation in getting away
for a change, and right on the very top of the
holidays to brivg both IHouses together to pass
this measure becauss of its urgency. Where is
the urgency for this Bill? I am inclined to
think with one of the speakers on Tuesday that
there has been some considerable influence—1I
won’t use such words as coercion or dictation—
but there must have been some considerable
influence to insist upon a considerate and good-
natured gentleman like the present Premier
putting himself and us all out of our way and
inconveniencing us at this time of the year for a
bit of legislation of this character. Who is
responsible for it? Is the Government respon-
sible for it? I won’t go into the other Chamber
to ask questions about individuals further, but
is the Government responsible for it, orisit a
case of the tail wagging the dog? Whoseinterests
and whose influence are they which gave urgency
to this subject? Some of us would like to know
that. We fail to see exactly where the urgency
comes in, It has been properly said that except
upon a certain contingency this Bill will not
come into operation until 1st January, 1907.
That contingency may not be so remote as some
sanguine people hope for—it may come sooner
than some people expect—but whether it comes
sooner or later, there does not seem to be very
much urgency in the matter of a Bill which,
things going on in the usual course, will not come
into operation for very nearly two years yet.
‘Why should hon. gentlemen here and 1n another
place be put to this unnecessary inconvenience to
pass a measure which will not in the ordinary
course of things come into operation for two
years yet? What harm ecould have been doqe if
it had been deferred for six months, aswe desired
it, and been brought on in the ordinary session
in the middle of the year? No harm would
have been done to anything or anybody that I
can see, unless there is some ulterim: motive on
the part of somebody in urging this Electoral
Franchise Bill forward at this particular period,
Then we are being punished. I take 1t that
this is a vindictive session, and that to call us
together now because we did not choose to obey
the dictation of a Government and of another-
place three months ago is little better than
an insult to the self-respect of this Chamber.
We have as much right to our opinions and
to the performance of our legislative functions as
the other branch of the Legislature,
[4.30 p.m.] and T venture to think we represent
the opinions of a very considerable
and influential section of the community in the
action we first took, Jf we again took the
same action, I believe it would be applauded
by the same influential section of the com-
munity. There are some parts of the Bill which
it has been already stated will be very seriously
considered, and probably considerably amended
in committee; but this question arises just now
Is there anything more urgent than this required
by the present condition of the State? 1s this
going to restore lost confidence in the stability:
and capability of the country? Is it going to
give an impulse to our pastoral, our mining, and
our agricultural industries ? I believe instead of
helping the workers, it will encourage work-
shirkers. Instead of giving work to the hungry,
it will probably increase the number of the unem-
ployed, because the further we go with this kind
of legislation the more we shake the confidence
of the people who are in a position to help us to
improve the conditions of the country, and
while the women and children are said to be
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crying for food they are offered a vote. Honest
men are asking work to fiil the mouths of wives
and children and they are offered the consolation
of 2 vote to their wives, and that is to satisfy
them. 1 ask again, Is there nothing more im-
portant, nothing more urgent, than what has
been stated in connection with this Bill? Now, I
promised I would give you a few further par-
ticulars as to whether anybody is b+hind this
Bill besides the Government. T propose to read
from the same weekly journal from which I have
already quoted—

Labour in this State has fixed its highest hopes npon

the achievement of the adult franchise. Tor this the
coalition was sanctioned; for this it is upheld; this,
and this alone, is its justification. Once the franchise
ceases to be a class prevogative, and the people are
niade their own real rulers, coalitions lose the saiction
of necessity and become politically immoral,
Now, who was going to lose the franchise? Who
in the name of common sense was going to lose
the franchise in this country if this Bill did not
pass? It could only be a question of the female
class not getting the franchise, but if this Bill
were pubt on the fire at once and destroyed,
there is not an individual in the country who
would lose the franchise. We have a vote for
every man, and we should continue to have it,
and to stuff illogical matter like that into
people’s ears, and to endeavour to persuade them
that if this Bill does not pass they are going to
lose something, is trespassing upon honour and
veracity. The quotation goes on—

To win the vote Labour surrendered its studied
isolation and entered upon the perilous paths of
compromise. Such an expedient, nothing short of
complete success can justify, and this is the reason
the seeming apathy of the Government and the P.L.P.
evoked the gquick resentment of the Labour organisa-
tions of the country.

The sting of the extract is in its tail—

We simply mUsT get this Bill through.

And that “must” is put in small capitals.

Not only does the future of the movement depend

upon it, but its past also. Let it fail now, and it will
have lived but to make a mock of the conquests of
years and offer up a sacrifice of suffering to a leering
idol.
Now, is there any indication in that extract that
there is a power behind the Throne; that there
is an influence which is impelling the Govern-
ment forward on this path of ¢ progressive
legislation,” as it is called ; this path of juss
reform ? I do not know. I cannottell. I have
no wish to know whether it is the result of the
thorough, hearty, independent judgment of
every member of the Government or not. [The
SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUOTION: It is mine,
anyway.] Iam notin the slightest degree sur-
prised at that, because I have known fhe hon.
gentleman to have strong and independent
opinions on so many different sides during
his political career that I am not surprised at
any point on which he may vary. I have not a
shadow of doubt that he is sincere about this.
Coming to the very latest issue of the Worker,
that of last Saturday, we have thig—

And what is this Franchise Bill but “progressive
legislation”? It will break up the rule of the re-
actionaries for ever: it will visit vnin upon the noble
house of Boodle. 1t is revolution made easy. Every
Yine of its five short clauses is pregnant with the fall
of a Bastile. No wonder they want to change the
subject.

If this does not disprove the interjection that was
made on Tuesday that there has been some dic-
tation with regard to this measure being brought
before Parliament at this juncture, I hardly
know what would disprove it. The evidence
seems to me to be very clear and strong, Now,
there is one important question I would like hoxn.
gentlemen to seriously ponder, and that is
whether this is class legislation or not.  If it is
not elass legislation, and is not intended to con-
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serve the interests of a class, why does this
writing take place week after week about the
importance of it in the interesis of a class, as I
have proved to hon, gentlemen? There wasa
time, a good many years ago, when ail those of
us who held liberal opinions had to fight, and
did fight very heud, agaiust what was belisved
to be class dominancy in the legislation and
government of the country, and ultimately that
dowminancy was put down. Perhaps the evil
was not 80 very intense as some people sup-
posed, buf still it was put down and liberalism
came to the front, and now we huve another
class dominancy. You can think as you believe,
but I venture to think that the scle object of
such legislation as this is to level down people
who are in any degreein a higher position than
the ordinary working class, and give the power
into the hands of that particular class to do as
they will through the Parliament with all the
interests of the country. There is no secrecy
about it.  You may read it week after week if
you look in the right place for the information s
the object has been piainly declared, and we are
to secure this ultimate democracy by a series of
legislative enactments which will put the power
into the hands of somebody who will perhaps
reward themselves for all the alleged suffering
and iniquity and injustice to which they have
been subject in the past years by the grasping,
greedy boodlers whose privilege and duty it has
been to give them employment and pay them
wages. Now, in closing I wish to say that if we
are to pass a Franchise Bill of this kind we pass
it, I hope, with our eyes wide open and with
a full knowledge of what is likely to be the
issue. If it brings about what I have been
reading of—revolution by statute—we shall have
helped to bring it about by passing such a
measure as this, and we shall have nothing to
grumble about if any assistance of ours has led
to that eventuation. But this Council has to
remember that i is an integral part of the Legis-
lature, that it has duties and responsibilities which
are no less important than the political daties
and legislative responsibilities devolving uposw: the
elamourers for this adult franchise who pruofess
to represent democracy. I have avoided using
that harsh word “socialist.” The question is:
Is this country to be dominated and governed as
speedily as measures of this kind can be put
through the Legislature by a particular class,
and is it to lapse into that condition of socialism
in which Jack will be as good in all respects as
his master—perhaps a little better—and in which
all the best interests of the community—all the
interests which we regard as being stable,
and just, and safe—will be sacrificed to the
whims, the desires, of that party who will then
be the governing power in the country ? [Honour-
able gentlemen : Hear, hear!]

Hoxn. M. JENSEN : As this matter has been
so exhanstively discussed, I will make my
remarks as brief as possible. The Hon. Mr.
Brentnall asks, ““ Who is behind this matter ?””
The answer seems easy. The Ministry and
the Opposition are, and every candidate at the
last election, whether successful or unsuccessful.
At the last election, the then leader of the
Opposition, Sir Arthur Rutledge, stated in his
manifesto—and I suppose he represented his
party—that one of the measures he was in
favour of was the extension of the franchise
to women, and the restriction of the right of
each elector to one vote-—that is, the abolition
of the plural vote. I defy the hon. gentle-
man to mention a single member of the Assem-
bly who has advocated the retention of the
ploral vote; and the principle must be very
much discredited, and the community must be
very unanimously in favour of its abolition, when

Hon. M. Jensen.]
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we cannot find in the whole of the Assembly cue
single defender of 5. The hon. member alluded
to Hngland as a placein which one man une vote
wouald probably never prevail. Let me quote
what the Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain has to
say on the subject. It wasquoted very effectively
last session by the Hon. Kr. O’Sullivan—
Plural voting ‘is inconsistent with the prineiples of
our present suffrage. Plural voting s doomed, and
sooner or later we must have uniformity of franchise.

I presume he is not advocating class legislation
there, and judging by the Right Hon. W, K.
Gladstone’s remarks he is also an opponent of
plural voting, Harl Grey is another, and Sir
George Trevelyan is also another; he uses the
argument that a member of the House of Com-
mons, because he is wealthy, does not receive an
additional vote, and that 1t is quite absurd to
give an elector an additional vote simply because
he happens to possess wealth. I should like to
call the attention of the last speaker to the fact
that one or two speakers on his own side have
argued that the plural vote is not an important
factor in elections, and stated that at the last
election property voters were found voting on
each side. The property vote has not always
been exclusively given to the candidates on
one side. [Hon. F. T. Brexrsatn: That
does mnot_affect the question of a property
vote.] No, it does not affect that question;
but it affects the dire consequences predicted
by the hon. gentleman,‘who spoke of revolutions.
{Hon. F. T. BrentvarL: No, I did not prediet
that ; I read it from the Worker.] In every other
State plural voting has been abolished. I know
it is not a cogent argument to say that we must
necessarily adopt legislation which is in force
elsewhere. 3til] there is the fact that Con-
servatives in New South Wales, in Tasmania,
and elsewhere, have abolished the plural vote.
It was abolished in New South Wales in June,
1893, and in Tasmania in February of last year,
The hon. gentleman asked who was behind this
proposed legislation, and made allusions to the
Labour party. I understand that there is no
Labour party in Tasmania. There may be one
Labour member in the Legislative Assembly, but
there is no Labour party in that State. The
Legislative Council there has the reputation of
being the most conservative legisiative body in
Australia, and yet those Conservatives evidently
came to the conclusion that there was no
danger to apprehend from the abolition of the
plural vote. If political changes are too rapid,
there is always a reaction. I do not mean tosay
that the recoil is ever equal to the advance. A
notable instance of reaction occurred in England
when Disraeli extended the franchise in 1867.
Gladstone was then returned to power. He
passed a number of important measures, bul, as
Green says in his “ Short History of the English
People,” the greatness of the changes and the
rapidity of the changes altered the minds of the
constituencies, and they returned a Conservative
Government. Similar results ensue evervwhere.
If the revolutionary measures which the oppo-
nents of this Klectoral Franchise Bill fear are
attempted, reaction will follow, One hon. mem-
ber last Tuesday alluded to this measure as
““democracy run mad.” ¥ would ask that hon.
gentleman 1if, at the next election, every candi-
date advocated the repeal of the inconmie tax,
and a measure repealing the income tax was
passed twice without division by the Assembly,
and the Bill was then sent to this Chamber,
would that be termed * democracy run mad”?
‘Would it not rather be said that this is merely
a revising Chamber, and that we should bow
t0 the will of the people, although we mighs
differ from that will? T think hon. gentlemen
on the other side exaggerate the importance of

[Hon. M. Jensen.
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the plural vete. Has any political party ever
vet been continued in power solely by mieans of
the plural vote? Would the plural vote under
the existing franchise suffice to keep any party
in power? Thers iz a general tendency to the
diminution of the plural vote. Mvery wesk
partners are converting their businesses into
limited lability companies, under which the
votes which they formerly held for land neces-
sarily disappear.

Question—That the Bill be now read a second
time—put and passed.

The committal of the Bill was made an Order
of the Day for a later hour of the day.

ELECTIONS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL-
SeconD REapING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : I shall have to ask hon. gentle-
men to review the present position of business.
I think that with their assistance it will be
quite practicable to conclude the business this
week. [Hon. P. MacPHERSON: No.] [Hon.J.
T. ANNEAR: No.] Will hon. gentlemen do e
the favour to come to-night, so that we may go
on with the second reading of this Bill? [Hon.
P. MacpHERSON : No.] [Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL :
There has been quite inconvenience enough over
this business now.] Very well, I understand
that the FHouse, by a majority, decline to en-
deavour to conclude the business this week, and,
further, that they decline to continue this sitting
after tea? Am I right in that? [Honourable
gentlemen : Ves.] Thatis what I wish to under-
stand. I shall,in the first place, state the differ-
ence between this Bill and the Bill which was
distributed to hon. gentlemen last Wednesday
—that is to say, to indicate the amendments
which have been made by the Assembly. I pro-
pose to do that before I go on with the details of
the Bill itself. The Assembly introduced an
amendment in the definition of “postmaster”
to include *‘a receiving officer in charge of a
receiving office where a date stamp is used.”
In the Bill circulated among hon. gentlemen last
‘Wednesday the age column was left out of the
various schedules, That column is restored for
men, but women voters are not required to state
their age under any circumstances. There is a
provision in clause 16 to the effect that polling-
places under certain circumstances may be
grouped together for the purpose of mixing up
the votes in order to preserve the secrecy of
the ballot. The limit of the number of per-
sons who were supposed to vote at those pol-
ling-places which could be grouped together was
twenty-five. The Legislative Assembly bave
extended that number to fifty, In clause 21 a
verbal amendment has been made to correct an
error in drafting, and a provision has been in-
serted to the effect that members of the Assembly,
who, hon. gentlemen will remember, are entitled,
if this Bill passes, to remain on the rolls of their
respective constituencies, may vote by post.
Those are the alterations which have been made
in the Bill as it was submitted to you. The
1st clause of the Bill is formal, the 2ad is mainly
definitions, the 3rd is collateral to a similar pro-
vision in the Electoral Franchise Bill, which
says that this measure shall not apply to the
election of a new member to fill any vacancy in
the present Parliament, and prior to_the 1st of
January, 1907. I endeavoured to fully explain
that when I was moving the second reading of the
Franchise Bill. Save and excepting that the Bill
will come into operation on the passing thereof.
Then we have a new definition of a “natoralised
subject,” which is rendered necessary by the
change in the naturalisation law under the
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Commonwealth. Thatisinclause4. [Hon. A, J.
THYNNE : Am I tounderstand that we are to get
copies of the oviginal Act with the amendments
printed in it, so that we can compare them?]
Those copies have not been supplied to me.
What the hon. gentleman asks is whether T
have got at my disposal copies of the conseli-
dated Acts which are proposed to be amended
with the amendments printed in them. I have
not got those copies, I regret to say. [Hon, AL J.
THYSKE: Will they be availahle 7 I am afraid
not. [Hon. A. J. THYNKE: That means several
days’ delay.] I can assure the hon. gentleman
that it is no oversight of mine. I was saying
just now that the definition of a ‘‘ naturalised
subject ” is altered because the federal laws have
made a change. The definition of *‘ postmaster ”
is required on account of the voting by post.
The definition of a *‘local authority *' is repealed
beeause the Liocal Government Act prohibited a
man receiving Government pay from being a
member of a local authority. That definition
is now unnecessary, as the Local Authori-
ties Act does not prohibit it, Clause 5 of the
Bill is formal.  Clause 6 deals with the registra-
tion court. Hitherto difficulty has been found
in getbing revising justices and registering )us-
tices, because they were required to be resi-
dents of the place where the registration took
place. Very often those justices could not be
got, and the Government had to gazstte special
Justices to discharge those functions.  This Bill
provides that resident justices shall be preferred,
but that if they cannot be got other justices
may take their place. That will appear further
on in the Bill. By clause 7 of this Bill, sec-
tion 29 of the consolidated Acts is repealed.
Section 29 enacts that fourteen days’
[5 p.m.] notice of every bi-monthly court
shall be givenbyadvertisement. Sec-
tion 34 of the consolidated Acts requires that at
the bolding of every bi-monthly ¢ourt they shall
cause the bi-monthly electoral list to be published
in some newspaper circenlated in the distriet.
That provision is repealed. Clause 9 repeals
certain words with respect to the qualifications
of a returning officer. The absurdity exists now
that when a returning officer is first appointed,
he must be an elector in the district, and that
if he ceases to be an elector the day after, he
goes on being returning officer just the same.
Sections 78a to 787 deal with the contingent
vote. The contingent vote is absolutely swept
away, root and branch. [Hon. K. J. STEVENS :
Do you approve of that?] (Laughter.) I will
deal with that when I come to the question. In
section 75 the words *“in the first instance”
are repealed. Those words relate to the con-
tingent vote, and they are no longer neces-
sary. The proviso of section 87 is repealed.
That refers to the office of returning officer
heing an office of profit or gift under the Crown,
and is collateral to the matter that I mentioned
in connection with local authorities., Clause 12
repeals Part II. of the consolidated Acts. Part
II. deals entirely with qualifications and dis-
qualification~,  Some hon. members who spoke
to me privately seemed to b» under the impres-
sion that a part of those gualifications in the old
Act would remain in force, but they are to be
eutirely swept out of thas Acb‘ and Chty are re-
enacted in the Bill of which we have just passed
the second rexding. It has been thought more
convenient—following the Federal legislation—
that the definition of the persons who are ensitled
to vote should hein one Act, and the definition of
the manner in which they shall vote should be
in another. Hon, members will therefore
unders'and that all the qualifications in the
consnlid«ted Acts are to be repealed—fres-
hold, leasehold, manhood suffrage, and every-
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thing else. In section 13, the words ‘“aduls
males” are repealed, and “adult males and
females” are inserted. This requires the regis-
trar of births, deaths, and marriages to furnish
a list of deaths in order that the names of
the electors who have died may be taken off the
roll. This clause requires him to furnish an
account of the deaths of all adult males and
females and the marriages of all female electors
in order that their names may be corrected on
the roll, The 3rd subsection is a formal enact-
ment connected with the change of suffrage. So
is the next. The last paragraplh of section 14 is
repealed. That deals with the change of quali-
cation from freehold to residence and from resi-

dence to freehold. There being only one guali-
fication now, that is unnecessary. Subsection (4)
is very much the name. Then the tabulation in
sections 16, 21, and 83 is remodelled. The old
necessity for distinguishing between freehold,
leasehold, and residence qualifications dmap»
pears, and there is only one qualification. The
table will contain the surnameand christian name,
sex
names 2as fﬂlorencey ¥ rancis, Frances, and that
sort of thing. Then there is age—'hat, as I
explained, applies only to males. The ladies
will not be required to state their age. In sub-
section (1) of section 23 there is a verbal alteration
arising from the change of gualification. All
these are not matters of any importance, and they
are all formal. Then the court is empowered
to make an alteration in the surname of a female
elector who marries. The next subsection pro-
vides an easier method of changing the qualifica-
tion from one district or division to another.
Suhsection {7) of section 23 is repealed. When
any person whose name appears on the roll in
respect of a gualification ceases to possess the
qualification, and has another qualification, his
qualification may be changed. That is also
collateral to the sweeping away of the different
qualifications.  Section 24 is repealed, and a
provision is inserted that no person shall have
his name entered more than once upon any
electoral list. Whenever it appears that a man
has got on a list twice, the court may strike
out one of the names and retain that entry which
they think o be the most correct. Now comes
an important matter which was removed from the
Franchise Bill for convenience, and put into this
Bili: ‘““No person shall be entitled to have his
name on more than one roll at one and the same
time.” The 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th parsgraphs
of section 30 are repealed. They deal with the
form of claiws, and fresh provisions are inserted
in lieu thereof. The qnestions which sre to be
put are—

1. What is your christian name and surname P

Z. Are you male or female ?

3. Are you of the full age of twenty-one years? And,
if 4 male, whut is your age ¥

t. Are you 4 natural-born subject of the King?
L. If not, are yon a naturalised subject of the King?
ti, Where is your place of residence?
7. What is your oceupation?

3. Iave you continuously recided in Queensland for
aix months?

%, If so, In what place or places?®

10. Is your name unow on the roll for any Stute
electoral district in Queenslang ®

11. If so, for what district®

Then a perscn must make a solemn declaration,
and it 1s provided afterwards who the persons
are before whom the declaration may be made.
Then an important change is made in section
305, Claims are now to be witnessed by classi-
fied female teachers as well as by classifird male

Hon. A. H. Barlow.]
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teachers, and also by any elector enrolled on the
electoral roll of the district for which the elaim
is made. Then the proviso to section 40 is
repealed, and the following proviso is inserted :—

{¢) No female elector shall be disqualified from
voting under the naume appearirg on the roll
merely because she has changed her surname
upon marriage ;

(b) Any person whose name appears on the roll at
the time of an election, and who is then sub-
ject to any of the disyualifications mentioned
in the Klectoral Franchise act of 1905, shall be
disquatified from voting ;

{¢) No person whose name appears on the roll for a
district shall be entitle:d to vote at any election
for such district unless at some time within
seven moaths next before the election he has
been bond fide resident therein for a period of
one mouth.

Formerly it was two months, but it is now
reduced to one month. Then the following pro-
vision is inserted :—

(43B.] Any member of the Assembly shall, if he so
desires, be entitled to have his name placed on and
retained on the roll for the district he represents
instead of the roll for the districi in which he vesides.

[Hon. B. B. MoreToN: Why?] The reason—
perhaps it is a sentimental one—is this: The
member for Croydon, Carpentaria, Townsville,
or some other place may come down hers and
may have his name put on some electoral roll
here, as he has to be on some electoral roll. To
a certain extent he becomes Brisbaneised, and,
besides, when he goes up to his electorate he
cannot have the privilege of saying, ¢* Liadies and
gentlemen, fellow-electors,” (Laugbter.) [Hon.
A. J. THYNNE: Is it necessary to be on any
roll 7] [Hon. B. D. MorgaEAD: If he loses his
seat, he is off the roll then.] His name is there
until he gets on to another roll. He loses his
right to be on that particular roll when the roll is
revised, and, of course, he then becomes one of
the rank and file of the public. [Hon. A. J.
THYNNE: Why insist on bis being on any roll?] I
think it is a foolish thing to insist on a man bemg
onany roll. A member of the House of Comumons
is not obliged to be on any roll, I believe. I
do not know whether hon. members can enlighten
me on the point, but I believe it is a fact that
any one of us could go to England and stand for
the Imperial Parliament. [Hon, P. MaAcrHER-
SON: What chance would we have of being
returned?] That is another question. [Hon,
A. J. THYNNE : An Australian has beenrsturned
who could not possibly have had a qualification. ]
Speaking seriously, [ believe there is no qualifi-
cation of any kind for the Imperial Parliament.
[Hon. A. J. THYNNE: Why insist upon it in
Queensland?] I do not know why we insist
upon it. I donot think there is any particular
virtue in it. Then there is an alteration in the
questions in section 63. The section reads:
“* And if such person claims to be an elector and
to vote in respect of the qualification of residence
the following questions,” ete. Now that there
is no other qualification than that of residence,
those question: are unnecessary. We now come
to the important question of voting by postal
ballot.

Any female elector who desires to vote through the
post office, and any male elector who ou polling-day will
be absent from the distriet for which he is enrolled and
who desires to vote through the post office, may, atter
the issue of the writ and not later thau the second day
preceding polling day. appiy to the returning officer for
a postal ballot certificate.

He applies for a postal ballot certificate, giving
all the particulars-—

The application must ke signed by the applicant with
his or her own hand, and must be declared hafore and
attested by the returning officer or a justice of the
peace, each of whom is hereby authorised to take such
declaration:

[Hon. 4. H. Barlow.
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Then follows a proviso for which, I must admit,
I cannot see the justification-—

Provided that no justice who ‘s a candidate at the
clection or is a member of the Legislative Council or
Assembly shall be competent to take or attest any such
declaration,

[Hon. A. J. THYNNE: The members of the
Legislative Council are the only disinterested
people in the State.] It is then provided that—

Any person who makes in any such application any
statement which in any material partienlar is to his oxr
her knowledge false shall be liableé to a penaltv not ex-
ceeding one hundred pounds or to iraprisonment with
or without hard labour for any psriod not exceeding six
months.

That is rather a stiffener for anybody who desires
to make a false declaration. If the returning
officer is satisfied that the nawme of the applicant
ig entered on the roll, he is to furnish the postal
ballot certificate, which is endorsed upon an
envelope addressed to thereturning otficer. The
postal ballot-paper is given in the Bill, and it is
certainly very full. It gives the fullest directions
on one page how the voting is to be done, and
nothing can be clearer than the direction on the
second page, ‘* How to vote ”—

Below write the name of the candidate you vote for.
If two members are to be chosen you may write the
name of one or the names of two candidates.

[Hon. T. A, JounsoN: Will the postmaster
know who the person votes for?] No, he is
forbidden to know. It is then provided thatno
elector who has received any such certificate
shall be entitled to vote exc pt by means of a
postal ballot-paper. Instructions are thengiven
as to how the returning officer is to initial the
postal ballot-paper, and so fold it down as to
entirely conceal the number written in the
corner. The next proceeding refers to the post-
master, and shows how the vote is to be re-
corded—

In the presence of any postisaster within the State,
and of no other person, the voter may, on or before the
second day preceding polling day, but not afterwards,
vote in manner following and not otherwise : —

(i) The voter shall deliver to the postmaster the
postal ballot-paper and the two envelopes afore-
said, in the same condition in which they were
issued.

(ii.) The voter shall then signhis or ber name upon
the criificate, and the postmaster shall then
stamp such envelope with the post office letter
stamp of the date of voting.

(iil.) The postmaster shall then deliver the postal
ballot-paper to the voter, but shall retain the
two envelopes aforesaid.

(iv.) The voter shall then in the presence of, but
not in the sight of, tte postmaster vote by
writing on the second page of the ballot-paper
the name of the candidate or the names of the
candidates for whom the voter votes.

(v.) The voter shall then fold up the ballot-paper
so as to conceal the name or names of the
candidate or candidates, and deliver it to the
postmaster.

(vi.) The postmaster shall then, without unfolding
the ballot-paper, place it in the envolope which
is endorsed with the ecertificate, and shall
fasten up the envelope.

(vil.) The pastmaster shall then place such envelope
in the envelope addressed to the returning
officer, and upon receipt from the voter of the
proper postage stawps shall, in the presence
of the voter, affix them to the enveiope, and
shall post the same as a letter in the post office.

Then the postmaster is directed to imm-diately
stamp with the letter stamp of the date any
certificate presented for stamping and immedi-
ately post it, and he is not to look at the name
of any candidate for whom the voter votes. The
object of all this formality is to prevent the
collection of votes—to prevent electioneering
agents going round and buying votes and either
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posting them themselves or tearing them up. It
ensures that the postal ballot-papers shall actually
go to the returning officer. In New South Wales
1 believe voters” rights were bought up and held
in pawn until after the day of election. All
these tricks are to be prevented as far as possible,
and these slaborate precautions are necessary.
One vote may turn an election, one member
may make a majority ; therefore we cannot have
toogreat purity of voting. [Hon. A.J, THYNNE:
Is that a forecast?] I do not care whether it is
or not; it would not trouble me. Then certain
legal enactments as to evidence follow as to
what is to be considered primd facie evidence.
Provision iz next made for the examination and
count of votes; and it is provided that any mis-
take in spelling of the name of any candidate,
where the intention of the voter is clear, shall
not render such vobte informal. A provision
saving appeals to the Elections Tribunal is fol-
lowed by a number of consequential amend-
ments, one of which refers to lats postal votes.
If the returning officer is fully watisfied that the
delayed postal votes will not alter the result of
an election, he is to send in the ballot-papers.
For instanee, if a candidate has a majority of
100 votes, and there are fifty postal ballot-papers
out, it is quite ciear that if they all voted ome way
it could mnot possibly alter the resuit. If there
is any doubt, he has to delay the return until
the postal votes are in. We now come to a
provision which for the first time has been
introduced in this State. At small polling-
places where three, four, or ten votes are re-
corded, you might as well have no ballot at all,
because everybody knows who is voting and
whom they are voting for. This is particularly
the case on stations. Without mentioning names,
T heard only to-day of the case of a comparatively
large station where the candidate received a
telegram from one of his friends: ‘‘It iz all
right 5 the votes will be twenty-six to eleven.”
And the votes were twenty-six to eleven. In
order to get rid of this state of things it is pro-
vided that where it is not likely that more than
fifty votes will be polled at a polling-place a
number of those places will be grouped together,
and instead of the votes being counted at the
place where they are polled they are to be sent
in to the assistant returning officer, who is a new
creation under this Act, and the assistant return-
ing officer is to mix them all up and act exactly
as if they had been polled at his polling-place.
The last three clauses consist of temporary pro-
visions, The first is—

As soon as may be after the passing of this Act,
every electoral registrar shall send by post to every
elector enrolled for any qualification other than resi-
dence for any district or division for which such
eleetoral registrar is registrar, at the address of such
elector, so far as the registrar can ascertain it, a notice,
together with the prescribed form of claim.

Then, in July and August, 1905, every electoral
registrar is to compile an_ electoral list for his
district or division, and in that list he is to
insert the name and other particulars of every
person—

(@) Who is already cnrolled for the qualification of
residence ;

(o) Who has made & claim showing a qualification
of residence ;

{¢) Who is personally known to the electoral regis-
trar to possess the necessary qualification of
residence ; apd

{d) Whose qualification of residence is proved by
some other person, personally acquainted with
the facts, by declaration under the Oaths Act
of 1867.

This does not prevent the sending in of inde-
pendent claims. I do not think anything can be
more liberal than that, If you are on for resi-
dence you are retained. If you are not on for
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residence you are warned to make a claim, or
someone may make a claim for you, attested by
a declaration under the Uaths Act. The last
clause refers to the proceedings at the annual
revision court in 1905. Lists when revised at
that court are to become the electoral rolls for
the several electoral districts for all purposes
except for a vacancy in the Legislative Assembly
during the continuance of the present Parlia-
ment, and before the 1st January, 1907. [Hon.
T. A. Jouxsox: If any member during the
next two years may be elected under the old
Act, how will it apply in the case of a dissolu-
tion of Parliament ?] The new roll ¢omes in then.
If a dissolution of Parliament took place imme-
diately, the new system would come into force.
Seeing that Parliament expires on the 15.h Sep-
tember, 1907, and is not at all likely to expire

before its time. [Hon. T, .
[5.30 p.m.] Jounsox : By effluxion of time?)

Of course. Js that sati~factory?
[Hon., T. A, Jonwnson: Iu is rather unusval
having two rolls.] I again ask hou. gentlemen
to consider that the Assembly has adjourned,
and is waiting. I can do mo more. If hon.
gentlemen opposite are still of opinion that they
should not meet to-night, my only course will be
to move that the House adjourn till to-morrow.
I leave it in the hands of hon., gentlewmen; I
have finished my explanation.

Hon. Sz A, C. GREGORY : I beg to move
the adjournment of the debate.

Hon. A. J. THYNNE: Before that is put—
I am sorry that I missed an opportunity of
speaking at an earlier period of the day, and I
think I may be pardoned in putting before hon.
members a very valuable and useful return,
which, through the courtesy of the Secretary
for Public Instruction, I received on my arrival
at the House to-day. It isa return showing the
number of elec ors on theroll for each electoral
district of Queensland at the time of the last
general election, the number of adults, males
and females, eligible to become electors in each
of such districts under the last census. I ask
the House to allow me to take this as read.
[The S=uORETARY ¥OR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
Would you like it printed ?] Very much. [The
SECRETARY FOR PuUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 1 am
perfectly willing that it should be printed.] I
would puint out that on the total there
would be available, according to this last cen-
sus, 132,897 adult males and 101,434 adult
females eligible for election, [The SECRETARY
vor Pusric INstrucrion: If vou will give
it to me I shall lay it upon the table and
move that it be priuted.] Will it be printed
in time to be of use to hon. gentlemen? [The
SEcRETARY vor PuBLic INSTRUCTION: Yes;
every effort shall be made.] I may, perbaps, be
allowed to go a little further and call a'tention
tooneor swo figures. Assuming that the franchise
followed the Commonwealth franchise, the quota
for a House of seventy-two members would be
3,254. According to the Commonwealth, you
can add 20 per cent., that is one-fifth, to that;
or deduct one-fifth so as to provide half, the
result being that one electorate may be 50 per
cent. greater in number than another. I would
like to give the names of the sixteen electorates
which come below that level: Bowen, which has
a present roll of 991, will only have a total adult
population of 2,059 ; Bulloo, with a present roll
of 581, has a total number of 1,695 adults;
Burke, with a present roll of 453, has a total of
905 adults; Carnarvon, with a present roll
of 1,011, has a total number of 2,191 adules.
Carpentaria will have a total of 1,137 adults;
Cook, 2,458; Croydon, 1,673; Dalby, 2,191;
Gregory, 1,517 ; Leichhardt, 2,467 ; Logan, 2,130;
Murilla, 2,143; Normanby, 1,931 ; Rosewood,
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2,457 ; Stanley, 2,354 ; Warrego, 2,088. Those will
all be under the quota, assuming every adulg
male aud female in the electorate to be on
the roll, which would be permissible under the
Commonwealth scale. On the other hand, tak-
ing the electors of Bulimba on their present
franchise, there would be a total adult population
of 6,392. I do not know whether there are not
some other electorates larger still than that, bus
comparing the Burke electorate with a total
adult population of 905, which is one-seventh
less than the population of Bulimba, you see the
question that arises as to the inequality of the
elective power of the electors according to the
population. [Hon. B. D. MoOREHEAD : So it is
under the franchise in Greas Britain.] It may
be, but the franchise of Great Britain is not
under discussion. I amn only showing figures
that, to me, are very instructive, and which may
furnish food for thought for hon. members in the
further consideration of these measures before ns.
I acknowledge the courtesy of the Secretary for
Public Instruction in so promptly getting me
supplied with that information I sought from
him.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : I am very happy to give this
information, which is all cognate to the redistri-
bution of seats, I shalllay it on the table and
move that it be printed. Asto theadjournment,
I do not want to divide the House, as I do not
want to have anything like unpleasantness, but
I ask the Council again to consider that the
Legislative Assembly has adjourned for the con-
sideration of this business. I thought that this
evening we could go on with the committee stage
of the Franchise Bill, hanging it up for third
reading, but I understand now, finally, that the
will of hon. gentlemen is that that course should
nob be taken.

Question—That the debate be adjourned—put
and passed.

The resumption of the debate was made an
Order of the Day for to-morrow.

PAPER.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION laid upon the table a return
showing the number of electors on the roll, and
she number of adults, male and female, eligible
to become electors at the time of the last census,
and moved that it be printed,

Question put and passed.

The Council adjourned at twenty minutes to
6 o’clock.





