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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Tl!l:HSJJAY, lti DECE}!BE!l, 1904. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRoiAN (Hon. A. Xorton) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

qLJESTION. 
~fiNER's HoomsTEAD LK'\SE, PARISH OF 

PARKER. 

HON. B. B. MORETON asked the representa­
tive of the Government-

1. Has a miner's homestead lPase bren applied for i!l 
tbe parish of Parker, count~- of StanlF·\ o 

2. If so, bas it been granted. and i; ~hat O'oldfield or 
mineral field is it situated;.- - n 

The SECltETARY FOR PUBLIC IX­
STRUCTION (Hon. A~. H. Barlow) replied-

1. No. 

DELA~ Y IN DISTRIBUTING PAPERS. 

HoN .. f .. ·'<RCHI.BALD: Before we proceed 
with the bnBiness un the papllr, I should like to 
ask the representative of the Government whether 
t.he evidence token by the Select Committees 
appointed to inquire into the Degilbo to Wetheron 
railway and th<· Dalby to Cattle Creek railway 
has been printed and circulated? I have received 
no COJJY of it, nor h:1s any other hon. gentleman 
<m this side of the Chamber. These Select Com­
mittees were appointed on Tuesday afternoon; 
they sat and took evidence the same evening, 
and I understood the evidence would have been 
in print on \Vedne.sday morning. It is now 
Thursday afternoon, and we are still without it ; 
and it is impossible to discuss the railways 
without the evidence beforP us. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
:-;TRGCTIO:\: \Ve are now waiting for copies 
,,f the evidence, and when the:v have been dis­
tributed to hon. membr .·sI will ask the Presiding 
Chairman to leave the chair for half an hour 
<>r o,n hour while it is being read and considered. 
It appeors to be one of the pillars of the Consti­
tution that these reports cannot be printed and 
circulated until they have been corrected by the 
witnesses, and the running all over the place 
after the witnesses the whole morning has caused 
this delay. 

HoN. J. ARCHIBALD: I am not blaming 
the Minister for the apparent delay that exists. 
I am pointing out how impossible it will be for 
the Honee to discuss those railways without the 
evidence before us. 

The PRESIDI~G CHAIRMAI\': I would 
remind the hon. member that there is no <J.Uestion 
before the House. 

Hox. G. W. GRAY: I would suggest that 
the members of the Select Committee give ns an 
account of the evidence. It will then not be 
necessary to adj oum. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: Before 
that can be done. the question must be put. If 
it is the wish of hon. members that the motion 
be called on, Mr. Barlow will move it, and the 
members of the Select Committee will have an 
opportunity of saying whatever they like on the 
subject. It is for the Council to say wh:~t they 
wish to be done-adjourn for a short time or go 
on. 

The :-lECRETARY }'OR PUBLIC I:N­
STRCCI'IOi{ : :-;hall we go on; 

Hotmt:RABL~ GENTLE'!EN: Hear, hear ! 

EXTENSICJX OF GAYNDAH BRANCH 
RAILWAY. 

AllOJ'T!OX OF SELECT CmmrrTEE'i> REPORT. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC I:N­
STRl~CTION, in n1oving-

That the report of the Select Committee on the pro­
posed Pxten~ion of the Ga.yndah Branch Railway from 
lJegilbo to 1Vetheron be now ndopted-

said: The whole of the five member~ of the Select 
Committee were present at the meeting. They 
examined :\Ir. Thallon, Mr. Pagan, :\Ir. Horni .. 
blow, Mr. Dunbar, and Mr. George Phillips, a 
civil engineer in private practi~e, and having also 
taken into consideration the report of the Corn­
missioner for Rail ways, they unanimously recom­
mended that the plan, section, and book of 
reference of the proposed extension be approved. 
I will read the salient points of the evidence. I 
asked the Commissioner for Railways-

You have issued a report recommending the construc­
tion of this line~ Yes, after going over t.he district and 
following up the snrve:;ed route, and going on to 

Hon. A. H. Barlow.] 
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Gayndah, and satisfyin~: myself as to the quality of tho 
land in the hauds of the lioverument that \\"on:<l De 
advantaged by the con~truction of the rail•,vay. 

1I:-ts anything ocenrrcd since then to make yon all er 
;:onr opinion? :Nothing. 

He was asked by l\fr. Smith-
Yon say in your Tf'port: that the ra1hra:· will pay~ I 

tllin~~ it will pay working , "'rpenscs- a 1ittk mtwe. 
verhaps. 13ut l UUd('XSiaJld 1" 1tat thp GoYernment 
intend to retluen, the cost of tlw r~nlwav YCrY much bY 
crediting it witll the increased valnc ot'. the iantls tl1 :t 
i.t enhances, and in that c~lSC there will he no intm.-st 
to pay. 

1\Ir. Pagan was asked whether hP had read the 
Oomrnissioner's recon1mendations. and he replied 
that he had read them, and he enrlorsed them as 
fa1· as his knowlerlge went, adding that he had 
not been over the line; not being able to get 
away at the time, he had to send the principal 
assistant engineer. He wa• asked by :Mr. 
McGhie-

And will the ballast be similurtothat on the existing 
line~ ?{o. I vropose to ballast witl.L seleded soil­
decomposed granite. You rr:.aY call it ballast or not. 
acPording to your opinion. · , 

'l'llat is, to do it in the most economical v.ay~ Yes. 

Then Mr. Moreton, who is pArfectly familiar 
with the district, asked him certain questions, 
the answers to which were all in fa your of the 
construction of the line. Mr. Phillips supported 
his previous report. He was asked-

Do you think it would pay if carried on to Gayndah~ 
YP'·,, I think it would, within ten ,·cars or less-interest 
anct working expenst "· ~ 

D~d you gather in your traYels tha~ there wonhl be a 
demand for this country~ Yes. Some of the C'Onntry, 
at Reid's Creek, for instanee, is the best I have ~.2en in 
Queensland. 

Do you believe that if thrown open to selection-with 
tha prospect of a railway-it would be taken up ~ Ye~. 
Teadily: as long as it is not overloaded with price. 

At what price 'vould it be taken np ~ From 15s. to 
1.1 10s. an acre, accorclmg to quality and position. 

Do you think that there will he traHic enough to 
1na1:c it pay~ I<:.ventually, I have no doubt. It is a 
fin~ disttict. 1'he best lalld, o[ C'OUl'SC, is beyond 
1\~ethcron; and at Aranbanga or Deep Creek lllere 
is h~autifnl eonntry. 

And thert) is suflicient good hul'l further on to 
warrant the railway being made~ UnquE.:i1tionably: 
and if the rail way i~ not made tllat good land might a.-. 
~·,·ell be in Kam~chatka. 

That is the gist of the evidence. It was wholly 
in favour of the linP, and the Select Committee, 
as I said, were unanimous in recomn1ending it. 
Under those circumstancee, I have no hes>tation 
in asking the House to adopt the report. 

HoN. G. >V. GRAY: I would like to ask the 
Minister whether the land the railway will pass 
through will be suitable for farming? ThPre are 
some 27,000 acres of Crown lands now available, 
and, including the areas that will fall in in 1\JOS, 
the total area available will be about 80,000 
acres. I would also like to know how it is pro­
posed to deal with this land. Is it to be thrown 
open to selec':ion, or in what other way is it to 
be thrown open to settlement? \Ve should have 
this information when we are dealing with this 
proposal. Personally, I believe in these lines, 
and I am very glad that the Government are 
adopting this principle, and, better still, that they 
are going to construct rail ways through their own 
land if it is possible. If these lands are suit­
able for dairying as well as for agriculture, there is 
very little doubt, with theexpausion that is taking 
place in dairying, that they will be taken u~'· 
The Hon. :Mr. Moreton has an intimate know­
ledge of the country through which this rail way 
will be constructed, and I think Sir Augustns 
Gregory intends to give us some information 
after he has examined the map. In the mean­
time, possibly the Minister will give us some 
information on the points I have raised. 

[Hon. A. H. Barlow. 

The STWRETARY l•'OR Pl:BLIC IN­
STRUCTION: The pro]Josal is that, if the plans 
are approYed of, the land will be thrown open 
as soon as conYenient, but upon the cnndition 
that the price shall be the prairie value of the 
hnd with the added v,clue given by the construc­
tion of the railway. It is propo.sed that the 
proceeds of the sale of the land shall be a.Jlocated 
in this way : The prairie Yalnv shall be paid into 
the consolidated revenue and the added value 
into the loan fund, to be applied to the retire­
ment of the capital cost of the milway. That is 
the system which is to be applied in the case of 
this imd the other milw,ty which is to be sub­
mitted for approval later on. The prairie value 
is to be considered as ordinary revenue, and the 
added value is to be regarded as a recoupment 
of the loan fund. The lands which are likely to 
be opened up by the raih• ay are 17,500 acres of 
Degilbo, which are available ; 20,000 acres of 
\Vetheron, which have been resumed: and 41,000 
acres of Vv etheron, which will fall in on 30th 
June, lUOS. Mr. Phillips says he has no hesita­
tion in recommending the construction of the line 
for the purpose of rendering these lands ayailable 
for settlement. I am snre that the Hon. Mr. 
Moreton and the Hon. Sir A. C. Gregory are 
familiar with evocy inch of the country and will 
be able to give the Council more perscmal infor­
mation than I cotn. Mr. Phillips says-

There arc scYcra.l thousand acrr"; of excellent laud at 
the head of Did cot Creek. at present included in the 
Degilbo leasehold. 

He also says-
I Yisited h'i'o extensive areas of furtile scrub land~ 

namely, :J.1nrra.y's rlatean to the north of the 
.Bnrnet.t Itiver, which comprises some 29,000 acre~; and 
a large scrub in the parish of \Yoodmillar. immediately 
to the south of Gayndah. 

He says that there is also a large area of culti­
Yable '!and on \Vetheron, of which only about 
5,400 acr~s are immediately available. 

HoN. A. J. THYNNE: I notice that Mr. 
Phillips's instructions were given to him on 3rd 
November last year, and his report is dated 
15th March, 190·1. This is the first opportunity 
I ha,-e had of seeing this report, but I would 
like to mention that the scheme which is now 
being put forward is really part of a scheme that 
I suggested to the late Ministry shortly before 
they went out of office. I recommended the 
late Premier to withdraw forthwith from sale or 
selection all the lands in the Burnett district 
which had not then been selected or sold, and that 
no time should be lost in sending a competent 
engineer as well as a competeut valuator of 
Crown lands to make a thorough report on 
the whole of that country. Through the enter­
prise of one of our local papPrs, the Burne~t 
district was very fully written about, and It 
was through reading the .reports of the ge':tle­
man who visited the dtstnct that the 1dea 
occurred to me. I am sorry that the whole 
scheme has not been carried out, and that, 
instead of having a small section of a railw~y, a 
suft!cient amount of rail wavs is not to be bmlt to 
giYe railway facilities to the whole of .the 
Burnett district. I doubt whether suffiCient 
provision is made to give access to it. But one 
part of my proposal has apparently ~rapped out 
of sight altogether-that .is, to prov.lde f?r the 
connection of all the different pomts m the 
Burnett district by the construction of snbst:m­
tial roads, so that settlers would have no diffi­
culty in getting on to their farms, and of getting 
away their produce. The further part of my 
proposal was something like what has been 
proposed by the Government-that is, that the 
p1·esent value of the benefited lfmds should 
be carefully ascntained-the hon. gentleman 
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calls it the "prairie Yalue "-and that the cost 
of the construction of the rail wtty and of those 

. roads should be added to the price of the land, 
and repaid over a period of years through which 
the debentures would be running. By the time 
that was rlone and the settlers had paid for their 
holdings-that is, in about t>\·enty years-the 
settlers would have provided themselves with 
rail ways_ and roads costing the general taxpayer 
nothing m the v ay of interest. From all I can 
learn, the Burnett district as it stood then was 
one that offered an opportur:ity for making an 
experiment in land settlement such as is hardly 
likely to be offered again in Australia. I am 

glad that the idea has been adopted 
L-± p.m.J to some extent, but I am sorry that 

it has not been followed to the 
fullest extent, and that not only railways but 
mam roads are not to be provided to all the dif­
ferent parts of the district. 

Ho:s-. Sm A. C. GREGORY: Some years ago 
I traversed the greater part of this country, and 
I am sorry to say that I cannot give such a 
glowing description as I ha,·e heard of the 
country that this railway will give access to. 
There is a very fit·st-rate piece of country at 
Degilbo. There is an outcrop of basalt, which 
always means excellent agricultural lancl, and 
also first-class feed for stock, where it is not too 
rocky. Then you come to country that is only 
fit for grazmg- farms, although there are bits of 
very ?ic~ farming land. Still, it is not country 
that JS likely to b'l closely settled. It is not 
until you come to Ideraway that there is a 
tract of very good land. It is somewhat be­
yond the terJ?im:s of this railv; :1.y, but the pro­
posed !me w1ll g1ve acce-s to that land. You 
then come to a range of very second-clc:.ss country 
'wd enter a district which is more pastoral than 
anything else. The view that I took of the 
country when I was there wad that the J:l.fount 
Perry line gave the best access to the district, 
but there was no railway at that time to Degilbo 
and, now that tbe rail way has gone as far a~ 
Degilho, the extension now proposed will take it 
thruugh second-cla"s country to the verge of 
~etter country about Iderway, but the area of 
first-class land there is comparatively small. 
There seems to be an unlimited area of magni­
ficent country from the road. but, when you 
come to crosscut it, as my business required 
me to do when I was laying out the telegraph 
line through the district, it gives one a most 
unfavourable idea of the general probabilities 
of the country being more than first-class pas­
toral, with very good agricultural land here and 
there. Unfortunately, when I went there first, 
and for several ye1rs before and after Gavndah 
was the central point of an area of de.ticient 
rai':fall. It is to b~ hoped that these dry 
petwcls are not so frequent now as they were 
then. First-class country lies away to the 
south, but it does not connect with the Gayndah 
part of the country. There are areas of inferior 
country between that and what would be reached 
by a railway to Nanango. In order to get to 
the b<'·st country, the rail way should not 'go to 
Nanango, but to the north of it, and then it 
would enter a very considerable tract of rich 
scrub land which would be adapted to agricul­
ture and has a very good climate because 
of it'; elevation. . Tin~ is a very short length 
of railway, and 1t wrll run through a piece 
Df country that is not good for dray traffic 
although it is not particularly bad. The rail: 
way will give access to the country beyond. 
Unfort,nately, Gayndah is the centre of an 
inferior patch of country to the north and 
south. As to the hope of being able to sell 
land alongside this rail way line in order to pro­
vide funds to pay for its construction, I should 

be exceedingly sorry to depend very much upon 
that, because the are·.; that v. ill be sold will 
certainly never pay thA whole cost of the rail­
way, far less provide for it~ 1na.intena.nce and 
working. The OJNning up of the country beyond 
may bring traffic to the line, but I do not think 
it will get much traffic from the country it 
passes through. The line lies on the wrong 
side of the Bmnett River to get to the 
country which is like!,- to be most closely 
settled. It is to the north of the Burnett that 
the greater extent uf first-class country lies. On 
the south side it certainly is not of first-class 
quality until yon get c;outh of the waters that 
flow from near Kilkivan northward, when you 
come to some very good country, and country 
which would be suitable for agriculture. I do 
not speak of country in the usual style that 
peoplP do who pass through it and say, "This is 
very pretty and very nice." I have been a 
farmer for twenty years, and I know what sort 
of soil you have to look to if you want to raise 
crops. It is not always the country that looks 
nicbt to the eye-fine open country-that is 
most suitable for cultivation. Some of it may 
be cultivated easily, but it may return nothing. 
Therefore, I form somewhat different opinions 
of country in pa,sing through it to what most 
people do. \Ye have in Queensland practically 
a very small proportion of farmers. J:I.Iost of 
those who are farming do not move about the 
country. They are settled down in districts 
where there are small patches of good country, 
and on the Darling Downs. The Downs are a 
very fine tract of country, but there is no country 
of that class within reasonable scope of this line. 
'I'aking it on the whole, if they want to provide 
acce's to the good country, the Burnett River 
will always be a great obstacle. It i-. not an easy 
river to bridge, be ea use floods come down with 
great violence from the F pper Burnett, and it 
will be very exp,·nsh·e to construct a bridge ; 
and, nnless it is bridged, the sudden rains that 
every now and then fall make it exceedingly 
difficult and dangerous to cross at the fords 
which exist. l have had to cross some of those 
places, and it is not particularly pleasant to have 
to do so. The diHiculty of getting across this 
fine river seems to stand between this railway 
and the conntry which it is intended to give 
access to. 

HoN. C. :S. McGHIE: \Yith respect to this 
proposed railway, my only regret is that it does 
not proce<i far enough. In my opinion it 
should have bPen constructed as far as Gayndah. 
The proposed terminus will extend only a short 
distance into the really good land. The Chief 
Engineer's Department has an opportunity now 
to show what can be done in the construc­
tion of cheap light lines, and I have no doubt­
knowing a little about the matter-that with 
judicious management in the department of the 
Chief l<~ngineer, and the cutting up of the land 
in a judicious manner, the hopes of the Govern­
ment will be fully realised. I do not pretend to 
be a land expert, but we have testimony from 
gentlemen thoroughly acquainted with this por­
tion of the country which fully bears out what 
~Ir. Phillips says in his report. I have heard it 
ea id that JI/Ir. Phillips is a rail way expert, and 
not an expert in land. But any man who has 
gone over the country "'s Mr. Phillips did must 
have had his eyes shut if he did not know some­
thing about the land; and he has told me and 
others, upon whooe word I can rely, that with 
regard to some portions there is no land on the 
Darling Downs to equal it. This railway will 
cost very little additional expense in its working; 
there will bP no extra rolling-stock required; 
and there is no doubt it will add materially to 
the revenue of the line already constructed. I 

Hon. C. S. McGhie.] 
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only hope the Government will see their way, 
very early, to continue the line as far as Gayn­
dah, because until that is done the full ben'efit 
of the railway will not be realised. \Vith regard 
to the remark of the Hon. :VIr. Thynne about 
the construction of roads, I would like to say 
that, in my opinion, the day nf making roads 
has gone by. [Hon. A .• T. THYKXJ<J: It h:•.s 
hardly begun yet.] \V e want rail ways. Making 
roads is a. Yery 1nuch 1nore expensive work than 
making railw:tys in some parts of the country. 
However, I hope this rail way will be constructed, 
and I am satisfied that immense benefit will he 
derived, not only to the Bettlers on the land, but 
to those in the vicinity of the line. 

Ho:-;. T. A. JOHNSO::'\: I intend to sup­
port the adoption of both these reports, and the 
approval of both plans. The construction of these 
two branch lines of railway will be a new experi­
ment for this :::lbte. Both are short lines, and 
the estimated cost appearH very reasonable­
.£1,400 a mile in one instance, and about .£2,000 
in the other. Two leading professional gentle­
men have approve(! of those lines before the 
Select Committee. One is the Commissioner 
for Railway•, in whom we "ll have the grea.tEct 
confidence, and the other the Chief Engineer. I 
notice that the Chief Engineer, in his examina­
tion, stated that these will be the cheapest linee 
that have e\·er been constructed. The object the 
Government have in view in their construction 
is, I understand, twofold-first, to increase 
settlement on the land and give greater facilities 
for getting farmers' produce to market; and, 
secondly, to find work for the unemployed. 
Both those objects are good, and desen-ing of 
our favourable consideration. The question of the 
unemployed is a very serious one for the Govern­
ment to deal with at the present time. There 
has been fictitious prosperity through the lavish 
expenditure of borrowed money. Borrowing 
and spendin" have to be stopped, and this Go­
vernment have taken the responsibility of stop­
ping borrowing. The English money-lenders 
and financial institutions have also set up their 
backs and strongly objected. to any more bor­
rowing ; consequently, our State has felt the 
financial crieis very keenly. The Government 
have stated that a cercain amount of money is 
to be expended ann ctally in the construction of 
branch lines without any further borrowing. 
This will come out of the balance of the loan 
fund and the annual payments to be made by 
the Queensland National Bank under the new 
arrangemPnt. The construction of light lines 
of railway in this State will b~ an experiment, 
and cheap lines are not always the best invest­
ment. Our Queensland railways were started 
forty ye.ars ago on the narrow-gnage sy~tem, 
with a view to cheapness and economy. That 
was a serious mistake. and it has been unfor­
tunately continued ever since. \Vhat a grand 
thing it would now be for the State if we had 
a uniform gauge similar to that in the other 
States! About three years ago, when the Philp 
Govemment made a suggestion of cheap lines of 
railway, I happened to be visiting Ireland, and 
I read the proposal in the Queensland papers 
sent out to me. 1 found that several of those 
cheap lines existed in tbe north and south of 
Ireland, and I tried to get what information I 
could about their working. I questioned several 
railway experts on the subject-one, the chief 
engineer of a large railway company which had a 
line running from Dublin to Cork; and another, 
the general traffc manager of a large company 
running from Belfast through the northem 
counties-and they informed me that the work­
ing of the light lrnes was both ex pensive and 
unsatisfactory. But the difficulty that occurs 
there will not occur here, as our light lines are 

[Hon. C. 8. JfcGhie. 

to be constructed on the same gauge as the· 
existing lines, so that the rolling-stock will be 
interchangeable. Those gc:ntlemen informed me 
that the light lines in Ireland were cheaply con­
structed and would not carry heavy engines and 
trucks, and that at the junction~ with the m~in 
lines goods had to bP loaded and unloade.d, whwh 
meant extra cost and very considerable dehy. 
Notwithstanding those dravvbacks, I intend to 
sur;port the construction of these two branch 
lines. I was hopina that, if any new lines were 
brought forward, a;other section uf the Goondi­
windi line would ha·:e be8n among the first. 
The extension of that line-- ·~ 

The PRESIDING CHAIRl\IA::'\ : Tbe hon. 
gentleman must confine himself to the motion 
before the House. 

HoN. T. A. JOHNSO:"f : There is no doubt 
the present Secretarv for I{ailw~ys, Hon. A. 
Morgan, has displaye'd considerable impartiality 
and liberality in bringing forward lines in other 
dictricts in preference to the line startmg from 
his own district, and for that he deserves credit. 
At the same time, I hope the extension of this 
line will not be lost sight of in the near fnture. 
I look upon it as a national work; it will be of 
immense advantage to the port of Brisbane, and 
will prevent the traC!e of one of the finest pastoral 
districts in Queensland being diverted to New 
South Wale.;. 

The PRESIDING CHAIJ-(i';fAX: The hon. 
gentlemC~n cannot discuS' the Goondiwindi line 
on this motion. 

Hox. T. A. JOHN80K : I will not refer to it 
fnrther. I hope these two lines before us will be 
favourablv considered by the House. The 
labour market is at present a very serious diffi­
culty, and if money can be expende<l profitably 
in finding work for our unemployed it will be a 
great benefit to the country generally. 

HoN. F. T. BRE:NTNALL: There are two or 
three aspects of this motion that might be dwelt 
upon if there was a disposition on the part of 
members of the Council to oppose the constrnc­
tion of this railway. I am not aware of any 
such disposition. I do not think any of us feel 
very much disposed to obstruct anything at the 
presen!. time which will find labour for the 
unemployed. The question whether this will bE'> 
profitable labour for any body but the unemployed 
is another matter. But if we were disposed to 
oppose this proposal I think strong arguments 
could be brought forward to justify such a dis­
position. I am not <tware that there is a branch 
rail way in Queensland at the present time going 
into an agricultural district whieh is paying 
interest on cost of construction. I agree with the 
Hon. Mr. Thynne that if we want to settle the 
country we must give the settleri; we wish to 
attract access to their selections by means of good 
roads, whether you call them railways or high­
ways. That, however, is not now a subject for 
discussion. But it should be pointed out that, 
according to l\fr. Thallon's evidence, there is not 
very much inducement to Parliament to pass 
the motion now before the Council ; and, so far 
as hurrying this matter through just now is 
concerned, I would like to say l fail to see why 
the report of Mr. Phillips, dated last March, 
could not have been before Parliament at an 
earlier period than this. (Hear, hear!) I sup­
pose it has taken the department some con­
siderable time to prepare the plans, still it does 
seem anomalous that from the middle of IVIarch 
last this report of Mr. Phillips has been in the 
hands of the Government, and that it should not 
have reached the Legislative Council until two 
days before the close of the session, when we 
are urged to pass this through withcut adequate 
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consideration. vVe onght to have had it in our 
possession for at least a few days before being 
asked to make up our minds about such a proposal 
as this. I wish it to be distinctly uuderstood 
that I am not disposed, in the present state of 
the country and the present state of the bbour 
market, to offer opposition to the expenditure of 
money in any reasonable way; but I am 
thoroughly convinced of this: that this line is 
not going to pay for many years to come. It 
will be like some of the other railways which we 
were told ten or fifteen ye.ws ar;o were going to 
pay from the start, and they have not payed yet. 
There are at present three branch railways in 
this particular district to which the motion 
refers; and what has been the financial result of 
the construction of those railways? The railway 
from Maryborough to Gym pie is paying interest 
on its outlay. The railway from Isis ,Junction 
to Cordalba paid last year 13s. per cent. on the 
cost of its construction That was the net 
baJance over the expenditure on the line. 
The line from Kilkivan to Goomeri paid 9s. -!d. 

per cent. on the cost of construction. 
[4.30 p.m.] The proposed line is to extend from 

Degilbo to '\V etheron. Now what 
is the financial position of the line from M ungar 
.Junction to Degilbo? Last year it paid 2s. 3d. 
per cent. interest on the cost of construction. 
Now can there be any hope of this line-which, 
according to the Commissioner's evidence, is 
going into country that offers very few induce­
ments to settlement-paying? We are told, in 
answer to a question by the Hon. Mr. Smith-

How IEany miles of good country do you think this 
railway will pas:;; through :w It does not come to ru.lly 
good country until it is 14 miles from Degilbo. 

About 6 miles from the terminus? Yes; and there 
is less than that of what you may call good country. 

How can a line going through such country as that 
be expected to pay? [Hon. J. T. ANNEAR: Settle 
the people on the good land alongside it and it 
will pay right enough.] But there is no good 
land. The Commissioner says that for 14 miles 
the line will run through poor country and the other 
6 miles through only moderate country. [Hon. 
,J. T. ANN EAR: Thirteen miles further on will 
bring you to good land.] I am not going tc object 
at all to the settlement of people on the land. 

.Let ns ha Ye as many as we can get. [Hon . . T. T. 
ANNEAR: I think the Hon. Mr. Moreton will 
tell you there is plenty of good land on W etheron.] 
I am only giving the evidence taken by the 
Select Committee. I have never been over the 
country and I am not competent to pass an 
opinion npon it, but I am competent to read the 
evidence given by the Commissioner for Rail­
ways, and that is what I nm now quoting. Mr. 
Thallon was asked-

In yonr opinion it will pay expenses to \Vetheron. 
Do you think, if it WGre continued to Gaynclah, it would 
give a f=:tir return? Yes. It would open up some very 
~~~: 1~g~:~~1~1~~1Ja£hl:~,~e:{l round Gaynda.h, to the soutll, 

He was :.!so asked-
You say in your report that tbe railway will pay~ I 

think it will pay working expenses-a little more, 
perhaps. 

That is the expert evidence of the Commissioner 
for ~ail ways, and his opinion is that it may pay 
a httle more than working expenses. [The 
~ECltETARY FOR Pum,rc INSTR!:OTION: That is 
not the whole of the answer.] No; he spoke 
about the a~lvantage that may ultimately be 
taken Of the Improved value of the land. [The 
SECRETAlW FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION : No ; he 
says that the Government intend to reduce the 
capital cost by crediting the line with the in­
creased valne of the land.] That is a separate 
branch of the snbject-I was goina to refer to 
that, but it is done with now. The Government 

hope to recoup some portion of the cost by the 
enhanced value given to the land by the building 
of the line. The Hon. ::\Ir. ,Tohnson has been 
expressing his hope that the line will not only be 
constructed, but that it. will be profitably con­
structed. Let us just look, for the sake of 
information, at what has occurred in some 
other districts. At the present time there are 
only five lines of railway in the State that 
are paying over a per cent. on the cost 
of their construction, and those mostly are trunk 
lines. In the farming districts there has not 
·oeen hitherto any very happy experience of 
branch railways paying interest on the cost of 
construction. [Hon. P. MuRPHY: They pay 
indirectly.] [Him. T. A. JorueoN: They are 
feeders for the main lines.] Indirectly, there is 
no doubt that they do benefit the main lines. 
But take the short line from Hendon to Allora. 
It is a guaranteed rail way. The loss on the line 
last year was £187, which, under the guarantee, 
hau to be paid by tlw local authority. If there 
is an agricultural bmnch line in <.lueensland that 
ought to be paying interest on the cost of con­
struction, it is the line from '\Varwick to 
Kil!arney. [Hon. T. A. JOHNSON: You must 
consider the times.] [Hon. J. AROHIBALD: The 
main line gets the benefit of the increased traffic 
on those branch lines.] I wish hon. members to 
nnder&tand that the motion before us does 
n.)t refer to a trunk line but to a branch 
line. Xo sane man would attempt to deny that 
the trnnk lines are helped in paying interest 
on the cost of their construction by these 
numerous feeders ; but, when you come to 
discuss branch lineR of the character of that now 
before us, it is just as well to look at all the facts 
of the case. Instead of the line from '\V arwick 
to Killarney paying interest on the cost of con­
struction last year, it lost £1,100. [Hon. '1'. A. 
J OHNSON : But look at the increase of settlement 
on that line-it has more than trebled.] '\Ve 
might be in n better position to mttke up the 
losses on the'le branch rail ways if we had control 
of the Customs; bl1t we have not got the 
Customs, and the question arises, where are we 
going to {!et the money from in the future to 
make up these losses? [Hon. P. Mn1PHY: \Ve 
get back three-fourths of the Cnstoms revenue.} 
I know that; but we have no control of the 
Custums, an cl if we find onrselves with a deficit­
as we do year after year- we cannot put 
on J.dditional Customs duties to help us to 
pay off those deficits. [The SECRETARY l<'OR 
l'l•BLIC 1-'f~TRUCTIO:\': ~.\.nd, with Mr. Reid's 
freetrade motion, we will find onrselves 
worse off stilL] [Hon. ,T. ARcHIRALD: Last year 
is not a fair one to take when making a com­
parison with regard to the Killarney line. The 
revenue was a long way below normal last year.] 
I presume hon. members will not call in question 
fignr~.s taken from the Commissioner's re_port; 
hut if they ha Ye any doubts as to the fauness 
of the figures for last year, let them look up the 
reports for the last five or six years, and see how 
the line comes out. There wr,s a loss of £255 
last year on the Pialba Tiailway. There were 
losses on the Emerald, lVfackay, and Bowen 
lines. Tbe loss on the line from Emerald to 
Clermont, in the Central district, last year was 
£2 058. This State cannot go on year after year 
adding Yery largely to its rail ways, :"nd losing 
money on them. If the betterment prmciple can 
be introduced in connection with the lands bene­
fited by railway construction to a. very much 
larger extent in the future than 1t has been 
in the past, there may be s'!me ~ope that_ by 
sellin·~ land later on somethmg will be gamed 
from that source tow.trds paying interest on the 
cost of construction: but I thoroughly endorse a 
remark that has beim made-that I wonld not 

Hon. F. T. Brentnall.J 
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like to go into the speculation for very substan­
tial reasons, and frvm the evidence of facts 
which are l!efore the country at the present time. 
\Ve had losses last yertr on se1·en lines in the 
Southern division, on five out of seven lines in 
the Central division, and on two out of Rix lines 
in the X orthern division. 'Ehe interest will have 
to Le paid on the £40.000 vchich it is proposed to 
expend on this rail way, and, if the line from 
l\1ungar .Junction to Degilbo only r;ave a margin 
of 2s. 3d. !as~ year, what is the prospect of 
making this extension of that line pay~ I do 
not take it that a railway pays l!ecause it pays 
working expenses. \Vhere is the interest t<> 
come from? \Ve make branch lines, and all 
the taxpayers have to be taxed in order to 
make up the deficiencies of interest on those 
lines, and we shall sooner or later have to 
look at the subject in thiR light. I stated not 
long ago that I did not care very much just now 
in wh>tt directiun railways were built-although 
I was then speaking of rallways built by private 
enterprise; and, if these railways are not going 
to be built by private enterprise or under the 
guarantee system, they ought to be built in some 
way which would relieve the public Treasury. 
But I think we all want to ee work provided, 
and work which will open up the country and 
offer some inducement to the best class of settlere 
to come and take up the land.o reached by these 
railways, and in that way benefit the country. 

Ho:s-. :E. J. STEYENS: '!'he Hon. Mr. 
Brentnall mentioned lines through agricultural 
districts which are not paying interest, and he 
asks, in the event of this line being proceeded 
with, where the interest is to come from, If I 
understand the scheme of the Government in 
connection with this line aright, there will be no 
interest to be met. 'fhe lines «re to be paid for 
by the increased price of the lands sold alongside 
the railway. The railways which have been 
mentioned by the Hon. Mr. Brentnall ha1·e been 
constructed out of l0an money, and the cases 
are not parallel. Another point is that the 
1-tailway Department-the same as others gifted 
with ordinary mtel!igcnce-is improving its 
methods, and these lines will be constructed on 
a more economical principle than those that 
have been mentioned. In this, as in con­
nection with all lines in a new country like 
this, we have to consider-not what returns 
we are likely to get immediately the line is con­
structed, but what we are likely to get in the 
future. If a line was not justified unless it was 
expected to provide interest on the co-,t of con­
struction from the time it was opened, how many 
lines would there be in Queensland at the present 
time? I do not contend that every line th>tt has 
been construct~d should have been built, but, 
at the same time, the bulk of them ohould 
have been. If not, Queensland would be a 
very sparsely populated country. [Hon. I•'. T. 
BRENTNALL : But they are responsible for the 
present financial position to a large extent.] 
They are prtrtly respcmsible for it; but we 
must remember that we have passed through 
a large number of very bad season~, which 
are also a very important factor. If the 
seasons had been good, there would have 
been hundreds of thousands more sheep and 
cattle to be carried on the rail ways, in addi­
tion to large additional quantities of wool and 
grain. The expenses have been running on all 
the time, while we have lost the revenue that 
would have he en obtained from these sources if 
the seasons had been good. I welcome this 
scheme for rail way construction. I have ad va­
cated for some years past that our railways 
should be built on the principle of making 
the unalienated Crown lands pay for the cost of 

[lion. F. T. Brentnall. 

construction. The present offers u most favour­
a hie opportunity for doing this. Although it 
:rr1ay be regarded hy some as an e:xpenrnent, I 
think it is more than an experiment, because we 
have the experienc" of the past to go upon. The 
Hon. J'IIr. Brentnall pointed out that for some 
miles the line will p>tss through country which 
\Vill not give a very great return. That is absn­
lntely correct; but that was the statement of the 
Commissioner, whose experience was confined to 
the c,urveyed route or its immediate neighbour­
hood, ancfdoes not deal with country lying a few 
miles either to the north or to the south of the 
route. vVe have evidence in the report of the 
Select Committee from those who have been m·er 
the country, that there are large areas of first-class 
country lying from 2 to 8 or 10 miles away to the 
north or the south. This couatry will be tapped 
by the milway just as much as the poor country 
through which the line runs. \Vith regard to 
the inferior country, I asked one or two pointed 
questions to find out the nature of the inferiority. 
A person not acquainted with stock-carrying 
country would imagine from the word "inferior" 
that it might be absolutely u~eless for anything; 
but in every ease the reply I got was that it was 
second-class pastoral country. T\)at is to say, it 
will carry n fair amount of stock in ordinary 
seasons. This country will give some return. 
So far as I could ascertain from my own ques­
tions, and from those of other members of the 
Select Committee, there is no country along the 
line or within reawnable reach of it that can be 
cla'"ed as useless. Another aspect of the ques­
tion, of course, is in reference to the unemployed. 
In the present state of the labour market, and 
having regard to the number of unemployed, it 
would be n fair thing even to take some little 
risk in the construction of railways at the 
present time. \V e bring men into the country, 
and they may reasonably expect that we should 
find something for them t<> do. They cannot all 
be settlers on the land. There must be some 
labourers, and we should not sit down and see 
them starve. The unemployed are numerous in 
all parts of the State. l\Ien say they are just 
hanging about and th><t they will not work if 
they get it. \V ell, I can say of my own know­
ledge that there are numbers of men in the city 
who would take any work they could get, how-. 
ever hard it might be, and they would take 
almost any wage to get it. There are men 
looking· for work who can be considered first­
class workmen-bnsh workmen or labourers. 
The~e men are sober and honest, and of the 
best of characters, and yet they cannot get 
work. 'Vhen we have an opportunity of giving 
them work we might run some small risk 
of future loss to provide them with work, 
ln my opinion, however, there . will be no 
loss in this connection. It is poss1ble that the 
extension, so far as it goes, may not pay in 
the immediate future, but the collateral benefits 
--that is, the traffic that will be brought to the 
other lines of the 8Gate and the settlement of the 
country-will more than make up for any loss 
on the railway itself. In addition to that, it is 
making another step townrds Gayndah, which 
is the centre of a magnificent district. All the 
witnesses we examined had no hesitation in say­
ing that once the line reaches Gayndah it will 
pay directly. The Commissioner for Railways 
can never be regarded as optimistic. I have 
studied his reports for many years, and he 
always endeavours to make himself absolutely 
safe-in which he is quite -justified-and wher; 
he has no doubt that, when the line reaches a 
certain point, it will pay, we can fairly accept 
that a. a very sound and reliable opinion. I 
shall hu ve 1·ery much pleasure in voting for 
chis motion. 



Dalb_y- Cattle Creek [15 DECEMBER.] Branclt RailuJay. 1309 

Hox. B. D. MOREHEAD: I think it is a 
pity when we are dealing with a railway in a 
locality so close to us, >tnd where personal in­
vestigation could so easily be made, the mem­
bers of the Select Committee did not visit the 
locality themselves. They could ascertain a 
great: deal more of the facts by taking evidence 
on the spot, and their recommendations would 
have carried even grea,ter weight. 

HoN. B. B. MORETOK: I lived in the 
district some thirty years, and I think I know 
every inch of this extension. Beginning from 
Degilbo and going to the Bin Bin Range, there 
1s_what may be terme~ second-class pastoral land, 
w1th here and there Isolated plots of good agri­
cultural land. From the Bin Bin Range to 
Gayndah it is all good land. I would not call the 
whole of it first-class agricultural, but it is good 
in areas interspersed with more moderate land. 
At vVetheron, where the terminus is to be, there 
is ex<?el]ent land ~xtending right up to Gayndah, 
and 1t IS a questwn whether the line ought not 
to have been extended as far as Gayndah instead 
of Wetheron. There is no doubt the best land 
is on the other side of \V etheron going to 
1\Iundubbera, and towards Baramba. That, 
however, is served by the Kilki van extension. 
I have never been on what is called the 
Murray Plateau, though I have been close to 
it ; but I should believe it to be a dry spot. 
Some really first-class land lies on Reid's Creek, 
and I have no doubt that if the land is judi­
ciously opened it will be selected fairly rapidlv. 
[Hon. J. LALOR: What about prickly pear'?l 
There were only a few sticks of prickly pea1: 
on the river bank" when I lived at Gayndah in 
1884. n has all grown since then. They say 
you cannot get into Gayndah now except by the 
main roads. I have seen acres of Bathurst burr 
there, but it has all died out. [Hon. B. n. 
~fommEAll: Prickly pear will not dk out.] I 
believe this railway will do a great deal to open 
up the land. It is a line that was promised very 
far back, and should have been made years and 
years ago. It was in the bunch of railways 
i?Msecl i~ 1884~ out of the £10,000,000 loan; the 
tirst sectwn of 1t was constructed to Degilbo. and 
there it stopped. As to ::VIr. Phillips's report, I 
do not agree with him altogether as to the quan­
tity of cultiv.1ble land available; otherwise, it is 
fairly correct. I shaH have great pleasure in 
supporting the motion. 

Question p~t and passed. 

JOINT COMMITTEES. 
~IESSAGE FROM AKSE~!BLY. 

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN announced 
the receipt of a message from the Legislative 
Assembly expressing their concurrence in the 
resolution contained in the Council's nussage 
of yesterday's date. 

DAIRY PRODUCE BILL. 
FuRTHER MESSAGE FROM AssE~lBLY. 

The PRESIDING CHAIR:YIAN announced 
the receipt of a message from the Legislative 
Assembly intimating that they did not insist on 
their disa"reement to thP Council's amendments 
in lines 47, 48, and 4[) oE clause 1[), and agreed to 
the proposed lurth& amendment in line 47 of the 
same clausee 

DALBY-CATTLE CREEK BRANCH 
RAILWAY. 

ADOPTION OF SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 

The SEnRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN­
STRUCTION, in moving-

That the report o! the Select Committee on the pro­
posed branch railway, Wt.;;tern line, fron1 Dalby to 
Cattle Creek, be now adopted--

said : I should like to say I could have wished 
that ::\fr. l'hillip•'s report bad been in the hands 
of hon. membem for a longer period ; but I find 
by the " lYiinutes" of our proceedings that they 
were laid on the table by me this da.y week. It 
is true that it is not a very long time for hon. 
gentlemen who have other business to attend to, 
but it is some mitigation of the offence. 'fhe rail­
way we are now dealing with stands on the same 
br,sis, as to construction, as the one just dealt 
with. The committee was equally unanimous in 
its recommendation that the plan, section, and 
book of reference be approved. They examined 
the same witne•ses. Mr. Thallou was very em­
phatic. He was asked by me-

Have you anything to add to yout' report on ihif; rail­
way, :llr. Thallon? I have no doubt about the Dalby to 
Cattle Cre.ek Railwa.v. I have been over the country, 
and am satisfied that the Government lands beyond the 
extension of the railway will develop such a tra.ttic as 
not only to make the railway pay working expenses, but 
also to increase the profit on the existing line. r.l'he 
survey 'W :1s carried out in a very short time, and from 
what I ha,re seen, going over it myself, I should Ray it 
will be possible to improve and cheapen the railway 
compared with the present estimate. 

It was then mentioned that the line passed 
through the freeholds of Cumkillenbar and 
Dalby Downs, that the purchase of private land 
would amount to £196, and that the approximate 
cost per mile was £1,400, and that there were 
no engineering difficulties. Then Mr. Stevens 
asked-

Do you think the line would pa~,~ ns soon as con­
structed :J Not a:-: soon as constructed. The country 
will have to be settled and cultivated before the rail­
way can pay, but that will be in a very short time, I 
reckon. 

You think it will pay within a short time~ I ao. 
And tha,t it will bting- a great deal of traffic to the 

line already constructed? It will im-prove the position 
of the existing line, bccanse all the produce of that 
district mnst eyentnally come to Brisbane. 

I do not think anything- can be strunger than 
that. This railway was contemplated twenty 
years ago, but from various causes it has hitherto 
been in the background, and it is nnly now that 
it has come betore Parliament in a concrete 
form. The Committee's report is exceedingly 
favourable, and, as was remarked by the Him. 
::'.Ir. Stevens, :Yir. Thallon is by no means an 
optimistic man. He does not commit himself 
to any statement which he does not think will 
be carried out. This seems to be one of the 
cheapest railways it is pos,,ible to construct, and 
it will open up a very c~usiderable area of good 
country. There is no question that it passes 
through two large free holds; but just as we 
have to bridge rivers so we have to bridge free­
holds in our railway construction, and that is 
one of the evils of land alienation. Alienated 
land has to be briclged over when railway con· 
struction comes along. , 

Hox. C. :-;. ~fcG HIE : I am very glad to see 
the construction of this bnmcll line brought for­
ward, not only because it will benefit " large 
agricultural dbtrict, but because it will give the 
department an oppQrtunity of showing w bat can 
be done in the construction of cheap line' where 
there are no engineering difficulties. I am satis­
fied that thi~ line will be constructed at much 
less than the estimated cost. I know the couutn· 
over which this line passes very well indeed. :it 
goes t"wardR the range where the very best agri­
cultural land in the district is, and it will not be 
subject to floods because it is near the water­
shed. The Crown lands it will benefit are of the 
very best description for settlemE>nt. 'With regnrd 
to a remark made by the Hon. :\fr. Brentnall, 
I hold the opinion that all our lines pay, if not 
directly, yet indirectly. ~,hk yourselves the 
question how much it would cost to take a ton 
of goods by road from Brisbane to Toowoomba, 

Hon. C. S. McGhie.] 
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or Dalby, or Charleville, or Cunnamulla, and 
then you will see the amount of benefit the exist­
ence of the railway has conferred. In no new 
countries have linao paid without subsidies. As 
an instance of that I need only mention the 
Trans-Pacific Railway now being constructect in 
Canada. These lines belong to the public, and, 
if they do not pay us directly, they certainly do 
indirectly. There may be some question of 
management, or the lowering of fares and 
freights, but that is for the department to decide. 
No such opportunity has ever been afforded to 
the department to show what can be done in the 
way of making a cheap light railway as thi" line 
from Dalby to Cattle Creek. 

Question put and passed. 

EXTENSION OF GAYNDAH BRA"\CH 
RAIL IV AY. 

APPROYAr. oF Pr..;s, ETc. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLH. I:i'\­
STRUOTION moved-

1. 'l'hat the Council aplWOYes or"the plan, section, nd 
book of reference of the propo:-;ed extcn~ion of the 
Gayndah brarH~h rail'\vay from Degilbo to \·Vethexon, 
in length 19 mncs 73 chains, as received by mess~Lgt 
from the Legislative Assembly on the l::Hh December. 

2. That snch approntl be notified to the Legislative 
Assembly by message in the usual form. 

Hos. J. T. AXXEAR: I took it that the 
Minister would follow the practice that I have 
seen followed by prel"ious Ministers when bring­
ing forward motions of this kind, and that this 
would be the time when he would explain the de­
parture in the method of construction \vhich is 
to be adopted in connection with this lina. The 
departure in construction to which I refer 
was tried previously, but it was soon found that 
it did not meet the requirements of the traffic, 
and the system was altered. I kn<l'A" a little 
with regard to this section from Degilbo to 
\Vetheron, and I have had a good deal tr• do 
with it during the last twenty years. I a:ho­
cated it for the eighteen yee.rs that I was a 
memher in anuther place. As hon. members 
will see by the Commis;ioner's report, the line 
has been constructed towards Gn.yndah 51 miles 
54 chains from :\Iaryborough. In the £10,000,000 
loan, which was pasRed in the :vear 18B!, a. sn1n of 
£250,000 was voted for the construction of a line 
from 1\laryborough to Gn.yndah. The plans and 
sections were approved of, and the House' oted a 
sum of £256,28rlls. 3d., of which amount £190, ~f\2 
15s. 4d. was expended upto30th.June, 18!JI5, leav­
ing an unexpended balance of £ti6,03G lls. lld. 
Hon. m em hers will see that this is to be a low­
level line. with steep grades of 1 in 3() and l in 
33. \Ve have previously constructed on thif< 
principletthe line from Maryborough to Gympie 
and the Fassifern line. I believe the instruc­
tions of the Minister of the day to the Chief 
Engineer were to construct the line from \hry­
borough to Gympie as cheaply as possible, but 
the grades had afterwards to be reduced and 
deviations made in several places at a cost of 
fully £50,000. The grHdes 0t1 the Fassifern line 
have also had to be reduced, and more will have 
to be done. X ow, if these lines had been con­
structed in accordance with the recc,mmendations 
of the late Chief Engineer, Mr. :::ltanley-who 
always advocated high-level lines, with no grade 
steeper t.han 1 in 50-a large sum of money would 
have been saved. I agree with the Hon. l\1r. 
11oreton, and others who have spoken, that the 
line now under discussion will have to be com­
pleted to Gayndah-where it was always in­
tended to take it-and it will then command the 
whole of the cattle trade of the Burnett district. 
I know the country through which the line will 
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p_asb. I have travelled over it on several occa­
swns. I have visited Gayndah three or four 
times, and, in my opinion, the completion of the 
line to that place will open up a large area of 
first-class agricultural land, which will support a 
large and thriving population, if we adopt the 
policy that has been so successfully adopted in 
other countries, and allow people to come here, 
instead of driving them away. The land about 
Gayndah is very well adapted to the growth of 
fruit. The finest oranges I have seen in Aus­
tralia are grown in abundance abont Gaynclah. 
For years past agriculturists have been clamour­
ing for the cancellation of the lease of a portion 
of the Degilbo run, and I believe a certain sum 
of money has been paid with the object of 
enabling that land to be thrown open to agricul­
tural settlement. I was informed a few days 11go 
in l\Iaryborough that, when thrown open, it will 
be taken up immediately. I do not complain, as 
some have complained, that the vVide Bay and 
Burnett district has been badly treated in the 
mcttter of railway construction. The last time 
railways came before this House was when the 
late GoYernment introduced a batch of four rail­
ways-the line to the Tweed, the line to connect 
G!adstone and Rockhampton, the line from 
:\Iirani to Uattle Creek, and the line from 
Kilkivun to Kingaroy. The ;,mount voted for 
the four lines was something like £47:1,000 ; and 
whilst the other districts only obtained £1S4,001J, 
the Wide Bay and Burnett district obtained for 
the construction of the line from Kilkivan to 
Kingaroy a Yote of £201,000. The Hon. Mr. 
Brentnall referred to the line from Mary borough 
to Gym pie not paying; but I do not think that is 
the proper Wcty to look at that railway. 'fhe 
line forms part of our main line from Brisbane to 
LongTeach. I think the Select Committee are 
to be complimented upon the expeditious manner 
in which they performed the work entrusted 
to them, taking evidence and reporting on two 
railways in two different parts of Queensland in 
a few hours, and I think their reports do not 
differ very much from the report of ::Hr. Phillips. 
I have alwa's contend.ed that it is a great rni,;­
take to look. only at th>< direct sources of reven:w 
when estimating the paying capacity of a rail­
way. There are 101 indirect sources of revenue 
to be considered. A railway finds .employment 
for people who would not otherwise be employed. 
Could the coal industry be carried on as profit­
ably in the Bundanba, Ipswich, or Burrum 
districts if there were no rail ways constructed 
to those d1stricts? \Vould the mining industry 
in Charters Towers and Gympie find employ­
ment for thousands of men but for the rail­
ways? Then, again, the timber industry finds 
employment for thou,;ands of men and large 
quantities of machinery, and that is because 
of the construction of our railways. This line 
will give employment to numbers of unem­
ployed, and I trust at a fair wage. According 
to the papers this week, and to a report which 
has been laid on the table, able-bodied married 
men havo been employed in the eradication of 
prickly pear at the low w~tge of 2s. Sd. per day. 
and this frnm gentlemen who have always main­
tained-and especially some of my friends oppo­
site-that every man in Queensland, whether 
1narried or single, should have a living wage. 
Two shillings and eightpence a d'IJ is not a 
living w::~ge. Is this the result of the new 
policy that we h'we heard so much about? I 
wish now to draw atte!!tion to the report of the 
l\nnmissioner for Railways with regard to this 
mih,ay. Mr. Thallon says-

The proposed line commences at Degilbo (57 miles ;J4t 
chains from ~faryborough), and Tuns 20 n1iles in a. 
westerly direction, terminating at Wetlwron Creek (77 
miles .J5 chains from l\1aryboxoughl, The curves are 
easy, there being only one of 6 chains ancl one of 
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s chains radius, compared with 3 chains on other linPs. 
In my oplnion the department should aim chieHy at 
:5traight lines rather than levellin£·', and I will endea­
vour to have the 6-chain curve taken out or improved 
dnring construction. The grades are steep. there being 
several of 1 in ;::30 and l in :~3. 

The Hon. l\Ir. J ohnson said that lighter engines 
would do on this line, but how would it be 
oossible to draw a fair load on a grade of 1 in 30 
with a lighter eng-ine than we have in use at the 
present time? \V hen we had gtades of 1 in 30 
>tnd 1 in 33 befor<, we were unable, with the 
engines \Ve no\v ha Vf', to carry on the traffic. 
The Commissioner continue,--

But only for short dbtances: and they will not, there­
lore, affec:t the haulage pmver very materiall~·. In 
re~peet of ,:rades and enrve::', the design of this line 
r:.·esemble~ rerr mueh that of the Central antl Xorthern 
Raibvays, over which an im,nt nse tramc was hauled for 
many ··ears before they were rcgra!led a fow year" ago. 
The bndges will all be lO'I\~ h.. vel. Tbe rails will1Je 4·11lb. 
to the yard. 

I ask hon. memberil to look up the records and 
,;ee what this regrading has c0st. If the line is 
completed to Gayndah, I am certain that before 
five years there would be a proposal to construct 
that portion of the railway on the same lines as 
the portion from Mungar ,Junction to Degilbo­
that is, as a high. level line, with grades of not 
less than 1 in 5U. The Umntnissioner says--

Tlle line running throngh Crown lamls will not be 
fenced until absolutely necessary. 

\Vel!, I would like to draw attention to the fact 
that on the Crown lands in the Burnett district, 
and particularly in the portion to which I refer, 
there are large numbers of cattle, and there will 
be nn immediate neceosity for fencing the line 
as soon as it i« completed. Until I saw the 
report of the Select Committee, I Wf1S beginning 
to think that the Chief Engineer-who, I 
believe, retains the confidence of those who 
know him-had been superaeded. ~Why was it 
necessary to appoint another engineer to go over 
thialine when we have "'Chief Engineer with a 
large staff, who are all paid very good sahries? 
I have no objection to Mr. Phillips being 
em played. \V e are told that this is to be "' 
cheap railway, but it io too cheap. It will be a 
very dear railway in ten years' time when the 
traffic becomes so great that the railway will 
have to be reconstructed. \V e shall see what 
Mr. Phillips says about it. This is what he 
says on page G of his report-

On inquiry as to the {lcpartmentalestimate of the cost 
of extending the branch from Degilbo t0 Gayndah, vld 
the existing' permanent survey, I have received the 
following reply, dated 20th ultimo :-" ""'"'lth further 
reference to your letter of the Uth in~tant relative to 
tlv"' departmental estimate of the cost of constructing 
the extension to (~ayndah, I am desired to inform yon 
that au approximate estimate made by the late Chief 
Engineer, in 1Sfl7, amounted to £127,000, or at the rate 
of about £1,000 per mile. Tlli~. however, was for a 
high-level line, witll a rnling gradient of l in 50, ann 
Jir. Pagan state:-: he has no reason to doubt that he 
.could build a light agricultural line with low-level 
bridges for half the amount mentioned." 

I have c~refnlly studied the plans anll ~ections as 
prepared by the Railway Department, and find that the 
intention is to extend the branch on the same general 
prir.ciples of construction that \\'ere adopted in connec­
tion with the existing portion of the branch bet,vecn 
31:ungar and Degilbo-that · to :.my, the extension is 
de,;ignecl to cross all wntercourses at high level, the 
ruling c:radicnt is 1 in 50, the minimum curve is () 
chains radius, of which. howc,·dr, there is only one; 
there are 2 curves of 8 chains, 5 cnrvn of 10 chains. 
and 3 curves of 12 chains :radius; all other curves are 
15 chains radius or over. 

I quite agree with all he says with regard to the 
quality of the land through which the railway 
will pass and that is adjacent to it. I wish now 
to draw attention to this portion of the evidence 
he gave before the Select Committee. I have 
had something to do with the building trade m 

my time. I havP worked for builders when they 
have been putting up buildings for speculative 
purposes. They build them as cheaply as pos­
sible, their sole object being to sell them at a 
profit. Buildings of that kind are called ''Tom 
and Jerry" buildings. Now I think this is to be 
a "'roni and .Terry" railway. 'l'e have had 
"Tom and ,Jerry''railwavR in Queensland before 
now. There has been a departure on several 
occasions front the recon1mendations and plans 
of the ablest constructing engineer in Australia 
to·day, l\Ir. H. C. Stanley, our late Chief 
Engineer. He does not need me to stand up 
and advocate his canse. His work throug·hout 
Queensland will fully substantiate my remarks 
concerning him. [Honourable members: Hear, 
he>tr !] In question 2t:, ~Ir. Phillips was asked-

I think :Jir. Thallnn remarked that the cost will be a 
little over £2.000 per 1ni!e :: lt i:;: estimated to cost 
£:;,0~6 per mile. 

"-bat rail"' and what quantity of sleevers doe-; that 
allow for? It ::tliows to1· ._t.!~lh. rail:' and ~,ti-10 sleeper.s 
per mile. 

T think I am correet in saying that the number 
of slee),ers nsed in constructing the first section 
of this line was :!,37:> to the mile, so that an ''xtra 
number of sleepers have to be pro,·ided under 
l\lr. Phillip,;'s p,roposal. The nnt question 
was--

J~.._na will the Oalla::;t l;e similar to that on t.he existing 
line~ Xo. I 1n·ovc>se to ballast \Vith ::;ele.cted soil­
decomposed granite. You ma~· call it 1Jatla::.t or not, 
according to your opinion. 

We were told with reuard to certain other lines, 
they could carry traffic without 

[5.30 p.m.] ballast. \Vhat h·as been the result? 
Thousuncls of pounds have been 

spent in ballasting those lines that were going 
to work without ballast. These pf1rticular lines 
are called cheap lines. My conviction is that 
they will prove very dear lines before they have 
been at work five years. I belien there is a 
grt::~t future before· this district, and that this 
line will be the means of settling a great number 
of people, if we allow them to come here to 
settle, and do not drive them away to other 
countries where they can get greater adv>tntages 
than in Queensland: I met some men the other 
day leaving Queensland for 'Western Auotralia. I 
asked them why they were doing so, and they 
replied that they could get H;o acres of land at a 
nominal price, I am addressing gentlemen who 
desire to see this country advance, >tnd I do not 
think the Government would he ill·advised if 
our Government were to follow the example of 
\Vestern Australia in that respect. I shall 
support the proposal before the Honse. 

The SECRETARY }'OR PFBLIO IN­
STRUCT IOX: \Yhen I was Secretary for Lands 
I advocated the ve1·y thing the hon. gentleman 
has jnst referred to. The hon. gentleman made 
what I am sure was an unintentional mistake 
when he said that, according to an answer to a 
question I gave the other day, I said the (}overn· 
ment were ,employin~;" men to clear prickly pear 
:tt 2s. Sd. a dav. There is only one reference in 
it to prickly pear, and it i>< >tated there that the 
wage paid was tis. a day; and it makes .one feel 
as if one's heart was full of prickles to tlunk that 
any human being should clear prickly pear for 
even 5s. a day. [Hon. T. A. ,ToRNSOK: At 
\V arwick they earned 6s. Sd. a day clearing 
prickly pear.] 

Hox. C. S. McGHIE: With respect to re­
grading and deviation where sharp curves exist, 
I do not think that has been done on any of the 
branch lines except the Fassifern line, where the 
curves were very difficult to negotiate, and 
where the deviation was positively necese>try, 
The Hon. Mr. Annear referred to the line 

Hon. C. S .. ivlcGhie.] 
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between Gympie and :\[aryborough. I gt·ant 
that several deviations have had to be made and 
the grades cut down, but since that line was 
made it has become a main trunk line. Had it 
remained a branch line, that would never have 
been required. The branch lines we are proposimr 
now I do not expect will require regrading or 
heavier railR. I omitted to say, when I addressed 
the House last, that we have been increasing the 
weight of our rails and engines on the main lines 
in consequence of having very much larger loads 
to haul. Conoequently a great number of the 
engines we were formerly usin~-; will be available 
for working on these branch lines. As to the 
increased number of sleepers, I am informed that 
that is owing to the fact that no ballast, or an 
indifferent kind of ballast, will be used. I agree 
with those who advocate that ballast should be 
used, but ballast is a very pxpensive thing, and 
if we can construct these light lines cheaply to 
carry the produce of the agriculturists we shall 
have done a good work. 

HoN. Sm A. C. GREGORY: There will be 
no necessity to regrade on branch lines so long 
as the speed of the trains is kept down. A line 
like the one towards Gayndah can never become 
a through line of great importance, and, if trains 
are run at a moderate speed, it will be sufficient 
for anything the country is lik~ly to require for 
a long time, 

question put and passed. 

DALBY-CATTLE CREEK BRA:'\CH 
RAILWAY. 

APPROVAL 01<' PLAN, ETC. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IX. 
STRUCTIO)[ moved-

1. That the ... -)ouncil approves of the vlan, section. 
and book of reference of th:1 proposecl branch railway, 
·western line, from Dalby to Cattle Crerk, in lcngt,h 
28 miles 70 chains, as receiYed by message from the 
:.Legislative .Assembly on the !3th December. 

2. That such approval be notified to the I1egishttiYc 
Assembly by message in the usual form. 

Question put ancl passed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The SECRETARY B'OR PUBUC IX­
STRUCTION: I move that the Council do now 
adjourn. I hope that to-morrow will close our 
labourB for the session, and I would impress 
upon hon. members the nece"ity of forming a 
'!uorum when we meet o,t half-poRt 3 o'clock, 
so that the proceedings of the House may be 
started. 

(~uestion put and passed. 
The Council adjourned at fifteen minutes to 

(i o'clock. 

Daii'Y Produce Bill. 




