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138 Q:;fAions. [ASSEMBLY .J ETectoral Frcuu·hise Bill. 

C JW ley, He· ,( :·t) 
'I 3 o~c1o0k. 

(\U:E::'\TIONS. 

:Yir. DUJ'\SFonn ( Chu.r:us T·, :;·.,). for ::VIr. 
\Voods, asked th·· Secretary for Public Lands­

Has 11:' G(FenJnh n:t 
legis1ntinn to p1'oh·ihi.1· the 
and 0thcr co~o<rr _·(1 a11e-.1~ :-

The SECRE'r.ARY l10R 
(Hon . .T. T. l1PJ1, 
question ~ho:1Jd be 
tary. 

Se ere-

Jv1r. TL~RNEt~ 
Lesina, askeJ the 

,,~p: ·li _'/·n·{i't), :for :\lr. 
...::'.ecret._. 

J. HllW 

Dn:rund11r 
hea\l 

-· 'J'he num"r'ier 'fJc1ong\ng to 
Tilt nn ~~bL,' L •long·in.l" tc 

[Jfr. J. Lwhy. 

a~Y~ U~r-re l'Hlll'.i:':._:-

k ~amL · of the p1·iyate owEe:·£;, and number in eack 
case~ 

.1. The nnmbf:r of p:t"ivately-owned horse::; rnnning on 
C1e ~amc reserve, with na·i'\es of persons owning them? 

Th0 Hm,fE :-iECRETARY (Hon. P. Airey, 
Flinder8) replh~-

Tho information ;s not 
not,icc of the <11-lL ~tion js 
11robably he ready 1;y 

avaihtbif•, but if fresh. 
Jor T:.H ..:(by next it win 

.SUPI'LY. 

0PE);"r~~.-; o.:--· Co~i.lillTTEE. 

The ~PEAICEit, in acc:ordan( ''=with Standing 
Order No. 1G, re },d to the House ~o much of His 
Excd!ency'~ Openin·r SpJ,_ch as was ~ddre"sed 
t'l the Legislati\'e ~\osembly. 

On the motion of the SECRI~TARY :FOll 
PUBLlC LAKDS, it was resolved that the 
t-Iouse, at its next sittinr;, would rf"lolve -itself 
into eommittee w consider uf the ~upply to ue 
granted to His :\Iajest.". 

ELECTORAL ~FRANCHI::'-E HILL. 
;:;ECOND READIN(~, 

:\Ir. l{El1H (Bc····coo), who on rt:i1ng wa.s re­
ceivc.J with ''Heax, hear·~,,~· .-aiel: On ri.sing to 
speak on the second readinv of the Fr.:,nchise 
Bill, I think there must be a teeling of sa-tisfac­
tion on the part of the older rnembers of this 
House who have been ad ,~ocating the principles 
laid down in the Bill for a number of years, 
both inside this Chamber and out of it, to know 
tha~ the Governrnent a.: last are determined 
to bring down a Bill gi ,·ing adult suffrage. I 
had not the pleasnre of listening to the mover of 
the Bill in his introductory sveeeh; but I hs,ve 
had the opportunity of re'l.ding the speeches of 
those who critici.sed the Bill, and I also had 
the opportunity of hearing the hon. member 
for Bnlloo when speaking on the measure 
last night. I was greatly struck, when the 
hon. member was speaking, by the crocodile 
tear,; that he appeared to shed for his dear 
coloured brother, and by the way m which he 
metaphorically took them to his bosom, and 
pleaded that the aboriginal native and the 
llative··, of Asia, Africa, ,':l,nd other countrie.s, who 
ere now debarred, should be allowed to have a 

vote. [Mr. ,J. LEAHY: I s.'~id they should be 
put into the Harne position -'·"; they are in tht 
other States.] The hon. member supported the 
Government wbich brought down the l~lections 
g!l! of HJOO, ancl in that Bill there is a clause 
wmch 'ays-

Xo aboriginaln;::~tiYc or Anst ·alia. India, China. or of 
:he South 0ea.s shall h8 ent~rcl on the roll, except in 
respect of a pr011Prt~· (1naJification. 

The hon. 1ne1nber believes in the representation 
(lf property. Speakin"' on the Electnral Reforrn 
Bill in J S!J5, he cleli\·err.l himself in this 
fashion-

property in the 
::~, .:..;n ·Lter stake 

the whole tendencY 
"Jf legislation sbon.ld be in direetion of !:;'iving- ever] 
man in the State t-<Olne illt,en"t in the Ht.ate aecordin,; 
to his pro pert. . think that won~d 1Je for the benefit 
ot the colony. 

\Ve can quite und: · .:~t;tnd the pn.sitJion taken up 
by the hon. mmnher when he t->:,;:r)rF :•888 his 
anxiew to see the franchise extenrled to the 
c' .. burjui~l;-lls of thi~ Sta~e. 1,he leader of the 
Oppo.;;itiun aLm nleaded that ~-borigin,tls -;hould 
have, votP. \Ve c tu f ncv hat wonld be the 
"esult if ahurigina], had a vote in the Bulloo 
.~t.--'ctorate'l and how tht::l n1an.ager.s of stations 
w~_tulcl round up the ;~boriginaJ'.1 to \'Ote for thB" 
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hon. member for Bulloo. (Government laug-hter.) 
They wLuld be rounded np like cattle in a yard, 
dld they would record their votes as the 
manager' dictated. [~lr. ,T. LEAHY: I dnn'c 
want them.] The hon. men:ber sa,ys he doeH not 
want thew, but he ple,tch·. very hard to get them 
cm the roll. He wantii to make out that the 
J)resent Governn1ent in introducing this measure, 
and not providing for the giving of votes to 
;tbor1gin<Lls, ?re depriving thP-m of EO!llething 
they have ha<l ,,·eviously-[1\Ir. .J. LEAHY: 
No .. '-or depriving them of something- to which 
they have a ri;:ht. The hon. member had 
an opportunity, when he was a men1ber of 
a C:1 hinE;t which introduced a Llea:":ure of elec~ 
tora1 reforrn, to embody that principk 1n the 
BilL ;1nd giv~ a vote to aboriginalf', But did 
he d') so? ~a; hence these tears! \Ve know 
the reftson :hat he has rai,ed this objection. He 
has no good or valid reason against thjs Electoral 
Franchise Bill, and he is not prepared to oppose 
it ont and out; bnt he will endeavour to keep it 
from being pe3sed into law as long as he possibly 
can. [Mr. J. LKHIY: I want to bring it into 
line 'dth the other States.] TbP hem. member 
is vm·y anxiouR to bring us into line with the other 
States. [:\Ir. J. LEAHY : It is yonr proposition.l 
No; it is not. The hon. member for Bulioo and 
the leader of the Opposition professed to be very 
anxious that aboriginals, Chinese, and other 
coloured aliens should have a vote, but they said 
noth!ng of their white fellow-countrymen ·being 
depnved of n vote because they are inmates of 
Dunwich. ::-.fo, became they are of a certain 
brand in P'_ll~tics. Bnt they thought that by 
g1vmg abor1g1nals and coloured aliens a vote 
they might raise :1 cry which would get their sup­
port. [;yir .. J. LEAHY: You cannot make a man 
a cit;zen, and then deprivA him of all a citizen\ 
rights.] The hon. member knows very well that 
a large number of the alien." in tb1s State are not 
citizens of the State, and cannot be. [:\Ir. 
.J. Le;AHY: Quite so, and they cannot vote.] Only 
those who have been naturalised or are holders 
of property have been able to claim the fran­
chise. The qualification in this Bill is the widest 
possible qualification-it is the qualification of 
residence, aqnalification that has been advocated 
for years in this State and m this Chamber, and 
a qualification that the people believe in. As 
the Premier said last night., the party behind 
him are pledged to that qualification, and the 
party behind the leader of the Opposition were 
pledged to that qualifk.,,tion at the la•t geneml 
election. There is a unanimity on this question 
ex1 ;ting between the various politic:tl parties in 
the State, and it is held that the qualification 
for the franchise should be residence and resi· 
dence only. vVhy til.en cavil at this measure, 
and ende:1vour to t.how that the Bill is taking 
from person.s sometl>ing that they had bPfore, 
when we know that a large majority of tbe 
persons referred to are not citizens·! The hon. 
member endc woured to impress upon tht' 
House anrl upon the public that this Bill 
will deprh~ certain peopk of rights that 
t!1ey oui\ht to have, whereas they enjoyed 
tnose n,-ht, only by reason of the anti­
quated electionR law;, we have had in the 
past. \Ve have nothing t0 do \vith other States 
in this matter. '\Vhen we have quoted ::-.few 
Zealand we have been told that Queensla!ld is 
not New Zealand, and when we have quoted othm· 
States in regard to the attesting of claims an.! 
t>ther rnatten~ in conne,·t.ion with electoral 
reforn1 we have been told that we were dt>aling 
with our own State and making law·; for our 
State, not for other States. \Ve are now making 
a law for our own St>tte, [:\h .. J. LE.UfY : And 
the reason you g-ive for it is that it is the law in 
other States.] No, the sole aim and object of 
the party behind the Government and the peoplw 

who r~re behind the G-~n~ernlnent is that there 
.should be only the one C[mclification of reaidence. 
[\Ir . . T. LEAnY : That is why I want to get rid of 
the restriction.] Thehon. 111en1berwanted to show 
that he had more ;;ympa.thy with his coloured 
brethren than he had with white men and white 
women. Then, again, the hon. 1nernber said that 
the franchise would not better th•. condition of the 
)XCJple. [J\Ir .. T. LEAHY : I did not say anything 
,,f the kind.] I made a note of it at the time. 
Further on the hem. member said that people 
shouhi rAal1~e the irupc,rtance of casting their 
votes, that thev ought to be able t•) cast their 
votes, and so forth. I do not hr,ld-I do not 
think <DY rnan in thit~ State 1s foul enough to 
twltl-that the extension of the franchise is going 
to give the children of working n1en nwre 
clothes, or that it is going to provide them with 
mm·e comforts than they enjoy at the prflsent 
time; but we do believe that, by the extension 
of the franchise, the peOJJle of this St.ate will 
hav8 a voice in reJard to lihe law;;; which are 
placed on our statute. book. \Ve believe that the 
country will be governed for the betterment and 
not to the detriment of th · people. vVe believe 
that better laws will be placed on the statute­
book, ;md, if the members who are returned to 
this House are elected on the popular basis of a 
residence- qualificttion, they will at least be able 
to say that they have been returned by a 
majority of the people of the State, and that the 
legislation that is pa"scd will be the carrying 
out of the will of the majority of the people. 
The hon. member for Bulloo k:tid it was quite 
easy to get on the roll. \Vhen he was spe11king 
I interjected about an occurrence in his own 
electorate some years ago, and which was brought 
up in this House at the time-where over fifty 
men whose claims w~re passed by a revision 
court sitting at Eulo were prevented from 
getting their namF"< on the roli through the court 
being shifted, before another court was held, 
from Eulo to Thargomindah. Those men, who 
had already complied with all the conditions of 
the law in regard to their claims, could not get 
on the roll unless they made a fresh application, 
and the difficulty was in getting the names 
attested by a justi0e of the peace, although 
they were still living in the electorate. It is 
quite tru,,, as the hon. member pointerl out, 
that a newchum who arrhes in the State and 
settles down in Brisb""ne, Rnckhampton, Towns­
ville, or some other coastal town, has no diffi­
culty in g·etting on the roll ; but the hon. mem­
ber will alluw that, if everyone who ha'l come to 
Queenslanrl hetd settled down on the coast, there 
would have been no opening up of the back 
country. \Ve require tnen to go o-~ t into the 
back countr;·, and if these men, by rea<on of 
their nomadic lubits, by their travelling about 
fron1 sta-~-ion to station, are to be penali::.:ed as 
they have been in the past, then the electoral 
1aws that existed in the past \vere very unfair in 
thn,t varticular. I give the hon. n1mnber credit 
for not sitting down in Brisbane when he arrived 
in (.,lueenshtnd. He went out back, and many 
other8 nf n~ did the s:-:,me, and we are to be 
penalised. X o man knows better than the hon. 
memhPr for Builoo that there are natives of this 
State, se ·JlP of them thirty ami thirty-ii ve years of 
a~e, whn hr .. ve neYer had their names on any 
St<1te elect~Jralrnll, and the only opportunities 
~hey h:1ve ever had of recording a vote ir~ the 
State were at the two federal electimB. [JVIr. 
.J. LK\HY: Isn't it tho ~ame in tbe other 
States?; Xn, it is not. [.L\1r . . J. LEAHY: It is.] 
In :,\Te\\; South \V a.les~ for insttncr ~ every ms,n 
hr~s his lectoral right, and, if he moves Into 
another di"trict, all he has to do is to hand his 
elect,Jral right to the electoral registrar in that 
d~':ltrict, and, --ftt-r being there for a certain 
period, he ce,n get 1t ire h electoral right. [Mr. 

Mr. Kerr.] 
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J. LEAHY: They could not ,·ote C<t all if they 
lost their electoral rights, even if thmr nameb 
were on the rolls. J Then, ngain, the hon. mem­
ber SIJoke about atte"'iting claim:'!. He wa~:; very 
positive about New Ze::tland. [Mr. J. LEAHY: 
I was speo,king of Au ·Gralia.] In~ ew Zealand 
the chims are onlv required to be atte,ted by on" 
elector-the same :1s in this Bill. The Govern­
ment havA gone on safe and sut'e line-~ in follow­
ing the exarnple of col0nies or StatP~ that have 
had experie-nce in the matter. \Vhy should 
therr, be all this fear of people getting their 
names on the electoral rolls: [lVl:r .• T. LEAfi¥: 
Then why do you try to disqualify them if yon 
have no fears?] If the hon. member fer Bulloo 
wnnts to n~J,rf.:}.~ent his fellow-n1en, he is quite 
welcome to do so, but I do not want to be here 
as thA represent.:1,tive of kana.Jo::o,s or Cbin£\"8. 
[Mr. ,J. LEAHY: Then don't nctt.nrnli,e them.] 

The SPEAKE!{: Order! 

Mr. KERR: I Jo not naturalise them. The 
hon. rne1nber's Governn1ent nmY have had ROlTIP­
thing to do wiLh their naturalisation, though. I 
heartily support the Bill, with this Jimita\ion-­
that it does not go as fu <tS I would like to see it 
go. I believe there should be no re;triction 
placed upon thb innutte' of<\ placelike Dunwich. 
They should not ba deprived of their Hlt£ .. bec.cuse 
they arE' inmates of such an institution. [Mr. J. 
LgAHY: You will have to swallow it, all the same. J 
'rhere is no gettwg away from Lhe fact the,t 
number of the people in Dunwich ha,·edone good 
pioneering work in this State, but throughcircuni· 

stances over which the\- have had no 
['t p.m.] control they have b ... ,· :1 obliged to 

apply for admission t<• thot institu­
tion. I admit that there are objections to grant­
ing the franchise to the innmtes of Dunwich. A 
great deal was maie of this matter at the federal 
elections. One objection i, that a large block 
vote coming from a place iike Dnnwich would 
be the means of swamping the State electorate 
that it Ir:ight happen to be in. There is some 
truth in that. I believe Dnnwich is situ:>ted in 
the electorate of Bnlimba. LJYir .• T. LEAHY: \Vhy 
should it. be a block vote~ \Vhy "honld they 
vote all alike?] The ,-otes might b• cast in 
snch a way as would not suit f'OHK of the 
candidates. [Mr .• J. LEAHY : That <tpplies to 
every town. J Bn t there is " ,, a:> out of the 
difficulty I have referred to, and that is by in­
serting a special clause stating that inmates of 
an institution like Dnnwich ma.y cast their votes 
for the electorate in which the~- have been living. 
lVlost of them h:wc pas"ed nearly ::tl! 'heir lives 
in some one. electot~ate, and I do not r::ee anv 
difl.culty about such a pro>·isic•n. \Vheu we 
notice the anxiety of the hon. member for Bnlloo 
and the lPtder of the Oppr";ition to g·et a nJte 
for aboriginals and coloure(.i aliens. I ;::-ee nn 
objection to advncating the grantinh of a vote to 
inmates of snch a place as llt:nwich. [Mr. 
FoRSYTH: They might have li\~ed in :seYen or 
eight electorates.] [Mr. ,J. LEAHY: 'VLy doy0l1 
not make the Government do it, instea•l of talking 
abont it?] 'Then an adv::tntage in baYing the 
Dun wieh vote provided for would be that it 
would effect a great saving in the compilation of 
the rolls if we could simply adPpt the federal 
rolls a:s they stand, ec;pecially as~ having been 
compiled by the Commonwealth Gcn-ernment 
off.cials, they would be· quite ni' to date. [.JI/Ir. 
,J. LEAHY: \Vhy should we cor:·Y the -Federal 
Governrnent in this rha~ter 1 or anything else ?1 
I do not know why the bon. member should have 
any objection to that. I remember he barked 
himself hoarse during the time of the election, 
and went about with a medal on him the shape 
of Amtralia, but now, apparently, he is ashamed 
of it and does not wea.r it any He is 
a~hamed of federation. I, '" or:e Yoted 

[illr. Kerr. 

aaainst it, con~~ider that I have been rnistaken in 
r~gard to what federation ha, accomplished. [Mr. 
,J. LEAfiY: 8o was I.] \\'e cannot expecG to g-et 
all the sweBts of federation withont any of the 
bittero. LMr. J<'ORSYTH: \V here are the sweets?] 
\'Vel!, we have had the question o: black labour 
settled once and for all in (~ueensland. [Mr. 
1fOR8YTH : The .Federal Gov·ernrnent are giving 
exemptions to Japanese.] The :Fe.Jeral GO\·ern­
ment never entered intv a treat.y with Japan 
like theN elson Government did. (.1v1r. Fo1t~Y'IH : 
.\ Yery good treaty.] The "Federal Government 
ntJver encouraged Chinamen to le1.se land as 
IH8I.ilb8f8 of the late G-oV€t'llii'i~llt did. rl\fr. J. 
Leuu: \Vhat has this to do with theqnestion ?] 

The SPEAKER : Order : lL ntn:-.t ask hon. 
u1ernhers to refrain frnrn these c\)ntinuous inter­
jections. They are leaaing the .hon. rnen1ber 
quite astray from his suhject, and that in itself 
i~ \'Pr.~.7 disorderly. 

Mr. KEitR: I am very sorry these interjec­
tions should l"·'·e drawn me off. I notice that 
we have a wail in thb rnorning'.-. Gou .·i.cr 8.bout 
aborif£inal nati ,-e~ of _._i\..ustralia, A8ia, and 
Afric.,, as well as of the island, of thE- Pacific. 
The G0urie,· says~ 

'rhe Government have :-;howu tllem~dve·, :tlike nn­
~enerons and Rllort-f'li~hteLl--

The SPEAK~~R: The hon. memher i., not in 
order in quoting extract~ from. a nP\\'spa.per on 
the 'luestion before the House. 

Mr. KERR: No doubt the Cou .. ria is very 
sorry about thi' matter. I ca.n quite uni!erstand 
its ttttitnde on the l'ranchise Bill. It has no 
desire to see an Adult 8uifrage Hill pa"'ed, and 
I never expected that paper eo sn.y anything in 
favour of it. Speaking on behalf of tbe pJ.rtyto 
which I belong, 1 think I can say that we are 
vrepared to tmpport. a clausP giving the inn1ateK 
Of charit .ble in::~titutions tL \"Ote. if the l\linister 
can see his way to introduce it, and we are quite 
pc·eparecl t•' allow the second reading of the 
Rill to r:o through, because it takes u,!j a great 
distance on the way we have been travelling-. 
vVe may in c:onnn;ttee have something to ''ay 
on the matter. If the .l'irinister may not see his 
way clear to adopt the prnposal I have suggested, 
then we rnay feel cmnpelled to n1ove an u.rnend­
ment in that direction to test the feeling of the 
House. [Mr. P. J. LEAHY : Is that "threat?] 
It ie not ::c threat. 'rhe Bill, as I lwc;e clearly 
stated ;;-oes in the direction we dc-,ire, but it 
d.oes n~t go J.l! the distance that we deoire, and 
we have a. right tn express our n1Jinlon. Vv1"" P are 
not like the members sitting- behind the Oppo­
sition. who, when they were sitting· behind the 
late Government, had no ";oice in the measure· 
brought down by the Cabim·'. \V e harl an 
instance of that when the Stamp Dutie, Bill was 
before the House, when member after member got 
up :~n(l protm;ted agaim;;t it ~Jecau~e they kne\-v 
nothing about it. The position is this: 'That if the 
Gove-rnment are vrepared to a1neud the Bill in that 
direction they will have the support of every 
member of the party I am cnnn·oeted with. But 
there is this tu be s~id about it : If lwn. mem­
ber· opposite think the members of my party are 
going to wreck this rne.tr:mre becJJ_t~e the inmateF 
of Dnnwich are not in it they are very much 
:mistaken. \Ye are going to get all the electoral 
reform we c:an. and this measure. when placed 
on the Rtatute-lJOok, will at least have- this effect: 
It v:i.ll stop, in any future ;;eneral election, the 
plural \·otin~ tha~ nc\V takes place. As an 
instance of that, we baYe the hon. member for 
Toowong, who repr'.,ents the plur'l vote in this 
House. If there had been rw property votes m 
Toowong. the candidate who oppoaed the hon. 
mernber~ \vould have been the meraber for '.roo~ 
wong ut the pre~•ent tinH·. There were over 200 
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property v,Jtes in Toowong, and the candidate 
re;>resenting this side was only beaten by seventy 
vote,. Therefore the pmperty vote is resj)omible 
for the retnTn of the hon. member for Toowong 
into this Chamber in the preoent Parliament. If 
this Bill is to have any effect it will at least affect 
the abolition of the plural vote; and the party I 
am connected with are going to support the 
n1easnre and get it thr~)ugh in as good a form a_, 
we poegibly can. 

Mr. "VIACARTNEY (Too1tong): I am afraid I 
am placed in an excec Jingly responsible position. 
I feel th<et it might have been left on a more 
experienced member of the House to follow the 
practical leader of the other side. The BiJ: 
before the Hou"e is certainly one of very gre»t 
imparlance, and i, one that dem>1nds the a cten­
tion of every hon. member, on whatever oide of 
the Honse he sit>J. It affects not only the State 
as a whole, bnt it affect-.; the various d}Bteicts in 
different way", It is one of those measures that 
should be looked at from every point of view 
before it is finally placed on the statute-book. 
Before dealing with the one or two points to 
which I p>trticnlarly desil-e to address myself, I 
would like to :-;ay a word or two in reply to the. 
hon. member who h,,, just spoken. He stated 
that in the electorate I have the hononr to 
represent there are over 200 plural votes, and 
that it is O'> ing to those plural votes that I owe 
my retnrn as the representative for that district. 
The hon. member is quite mist>tken. It is 
true there are abont 200 property otes on 
that roll, but a great number of those property 
votes represent many old residents of the 
district who prefer to have their names on the 
roll in respect of their freehold qnalific>ttion 
rather than to alter it to that of residence. That 
is a fact, and I venture to s»y that if a calcula­
tion was made of the absentee proprietors-that 
is, those who are voters in respect of property 
who do not actu>tliy reside in the district-it 
would be lound that the number would not 
exceed, well, anything between fifty and 120. 
And it does not follow that because there happen'' 
to be a few property vot<es on the roll th>tt l 
received the whole of them. As a matter of 
fact, if the matter was g-one into, it would be 
found that my opponent received a very consi­
demble vote in addition to the vote usually cast 
in favour of a Labour candidate-that he re­
ceived more property votes than I did. But, 
if the recent election had been fought on the 
lines proposed by this Bill, I say, without 
any doubt, th>tt I should be in the same posi­
tion. [Mr. McDoNNELL : Y on were beaten by 
your opponent in every district.] \Vhen the 
hon. member speaks of every distr1ct he speaks 
of places not more than " mile and a-half re­
moved from each other. The votes which were 
C«'Jt in Brisbane were not necessarily property 
votes, and the hon. member knows perfectly well 
that they were the votes of workers as well as of 
owners of property. Howev'er, J ,,m not going 
to be drawn into a discussion of matter~ which 
a, B not before the House at the present time. I 
want to addrc,sa m·,·self to one or two features 
which I consider are nf Vf'ry con ... iderable irnpor­
ta!lC'o, and particularly to the effect the passing 
vf this B-ill witl have withunt the si1nultaneon::; 
passing of the other measures of electoral reforrn 
which have been promised. 'I'his Bill is based 
on an ag·itation vdlich h::ts br>.en going on in this 
State for many years for what we call adult 
suffrage. Originally, it waH one rnan one vote; 
now it 1~ one adult one vote ; and it will be 
remembered that the late Sir George Grey, who 
W>tS a great authority on the queslion, stated 
that adult suffrase was necessary in order 
to prevent the possibility of minority rule, 
;md he proceeded to illustrate tlmt by saying 

that if 1, number of persons had more votes than 
-me they mig-ht perchance command a majority, 
and so rulr, the country-a state of things which 
it wa'l held would be subversive of the entirely 
democratic principle that the m>tjority should 
rule. That is the basic principle upon which 
the idea of adult, suffrag-e was fo·mded, and hon. 
gentlemen h>tv,' been going through the country 
ful' yeai'S pointing out that n, nun1ber of Inen in 
Brisbane->tlvnys the property-owners-had a 
large nnn1her of votef-', and rnled the sitnation 
-[iYir. l3owMAN: '!'h>tt is true,]-and that the 
time is cmning v,;hen even· rnan should have 
eqnc, 1 votes and equal rights-that everybody 
should be Hjual. LMr. KERR: Your partner has 
seventeen votee1.] It Jus nothing h do with this 
question as to how many vote' the hon. gentle­
rnan or arr-:,~ ntber hon. gentlen1an has. [11r. 
BO\V)JA~<: Of course it has.J That is not tbe 
question ht>re. I mn quite pn'P::tred to adn1it 
that the object of this Bill is t<> wipe out pro­
perty or the v1nnt1 vote ; bnt if this. plural vote is 
to be wiped ont, and any other plural vote exic;ts 
in any form, tha,t other plural vute should bq 
wiped O":', a3 far as it is practicable to do so. 
That is a necessary corollary. am not going 
mto details in c•mnection with the eltctorates of 
the State-we can take any which the hon. 
gentlemftn likes, say the Bnlloo or the Burke. 
In the cRse ot ]~ulloo there are 500 or 600 voters, 
and in the ea"'' of Bm ke oomething like 400 or 
iiOO. ln my elect::>rate at the present time, with 
the male ';utfmge, there are abont 2,500 voters, 
which practi(">lly means that the man in Bulloo 
or Bnrke has equal to six vot,es against every 
vote that is possessed by perp,onR residing in the 
electorate which I represent. I ask hon. gentle­
men if that is not a plural vote? Does it not 
lead to the very same result? Does it not mean 
that a smaller number of men repregenting a 
minority may dictate to the majority, and so 
rule the country'! Is not tbat a breach of the 
principle of adult suffrage? I think that must 
be unqnestione,bly admitted, but since hon. gen­
tlemen on the other side have fonnd that to do 
justice in that direc.tion to >tll is likely to affect 
themselves then they are against iL 'fhat is 
certainly ckarly the TJOsition as it affects the 
principle upon which this Bill is founded, and I 
say it would be an unrighteous and an undesir­
able thing, in face of the pledges which were 
g-iven to this country by the Premier at the 
recent election, if this Rill is going to be passed 
without the me>tsure which is necessarv to do 
that jus' ice and to bring about a just 'Rtate of 
things being provided at the same time. I do 
not know thctt there is anything- particnlarly 
out of the w:ty in connection with the present 
franchise. The gentleman who opposed me 
>tt the recent election joined with me on 
every platform in stating- that he did 
not think the plum! property vote made 
the least hit of difference. I quite agreed 
with the gentleman, because if a man happens 
to be posoe"sed uf a large property, and ie 
what i, called "the moneyed man, the pro­
perty n1an," hB has only got one V11t6 for his 
property. On the other hand, the working man 
-whose support hon. members on the opposite 
'ide clHim tu have-who have small properties 
--nPc~:s:--arl]y the mo~t numerous-worth £100 
ench, are rpgardt:-·d aR property-owners ; and 
there art> lnrge nurnher~ ,,f vvorking rnen in this 
State who have more than one vote-uftentimes 
two, three, or f(lnr, accorrling to the way they 
progress. I do not thi11k, taking it all round, 
it llFtkes :lny ve1y grel-lt -Jifference; and, as 
I have said, in c mnection with the district I 
repre,ent, the property votes on the roll do 
not by any 1neans ntcer;;Rarily repre~.ent }J1ural 
voting. In ,June, 1902, just after the last general 
election but one, ,, return was isoued by the 

Mr. Macartney.] 
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electoral registrar. I take that pe6od becau~e I 
do not think there has been any period for a 
year or two before or after that date when the 
roll8 were as complete as they were then. 
The rolls have certainly become very much more 
disorganised since, and I think the tig·ures at the 
present time would not be anythmg like <oo 
reliable. I think that agree; pretty well with 
the position taken up by the hon. the Home 
Secretary last night with re:.pect to c-3rtain 
other figures. At that time the l'hilp G<ll·ern­
ment was in power, and from the return I have 
extracteu the number of electu,·s repre,<ented by 
the parties on each side of the House. At that 
time the then Opposition represented 4G,3Gl 
electors. The Opposition numbered .)0, which 
gave an averag·1 of 1,345 elector::;, 1.,he li-overn­
ment party at that time numbered -42, and they 
represented 65,009 elLctor,, which rra'e the 
avcr::tge of 1,:348 repre8ented by each 1nember ; 
so that the Government members at that time 
represented in each_ca~e an average of three In ore 
electors than the OppoMJtion party. A chan~;e 
having taken place during last year, l extracted 
another set of figure~. At tbe time of the hw~ 
dissolution we had :lG on that side of the Honse. 
and 36 on this side, which, worked out, showeLi 
that 3G gentlemen on the one side represent<,,[ 
an average of l,GGl electors, while the :Jfi on 
the other side represented l,ii33, or only a 
difierence of something like 30 per member. 
I think it must be admitted that there was no 
very great inequality in connection with the 
representation under the present franchise, 
speaking generally; but I am inclined to think 
that under tbe alterations which this Bill makes 
there will be a very large dif!erence. \Vhat will 
be the position when th<'- women are added to 
the roll? vV e shall simply find that in the large 
centres of ponulation the rolls will be doubled­
probably more than doubled in some ca~es­
whereas the outside electorates will, by reason 
of the absence or the non-existence of a propor­
tionate numher of won1en, remain pretty much 
the same, and the result will be that the differ­
ence will be very largely exaggerated-probably 
be more than doubled. I do not, think that that 
will be arriving at that state of things which 
hon. members on the other side have been adYo­
cating for so many years. I would like to say 
now that I have no objection whatever to adult 
suffrage. I have spoken in favour of it ftom the 
time that I became a candi::latc for Parliament. 
Eut what I want to set here is adult suffrage, 
not something else under the name of adult 
suf!rage. Let us haYe equal politic 1l power; let 
every man in the country whatewr his c;tate be, 
whether he be a Vi:ealthy rnan or 'i poor man. 
have equal power, und then we will have what 
is called adult ·-nlfrage. I think until w, get 
that we are only going· :::t'.\"ay frOJ.n vvhat hOn. 
gentlemt n call an inefjuality in one direction to 
a greater ineq~1ality in the tlther. Before \Ve 
can allow this Bill to go through, the g-e,tlemen 
who represent the populous dector&te.> bold a 
duty to tbo,e electorates ; they will ha' e to see 
that they give nothing awa.ythat thoce electomtt"s 
are entitled to until they get that \vhich they are 
entitled t.o -~" ag·uinst the nthers. 'rhe Prmnier, 
v1hen speaking at \\ ar\vick and i -xtending his 
Inanifesto, was Ycry pointed in ~aying that 
never in the history of (~neBD''b.nd had \':e such 
a country Government as \Ve had at the pres...:nt 
tin1e. l-fe drew g diRtinction bet.ween the connt:ry 
and the centn ·, of population. In view of that 

statement I say that every 1uan whr· 
[4.30 p.m.J repre ·ents a populated electorate 

is in duty bound to see that th~c 
centres of po;-ulution are protected as against 
what may be termed the intere8ts 0f the coun­
try electorates. ·what I want is absolute fair 
play, and I ask for nothing eLe. [The hOI'E 

[Mr. Maeartney. 

:C:EcRE'lARY : You can only gel fmr play step by 
step.] I am quite prepared to admit that there 
i> a g·ood dPal in what the hon. gentleman say;;. 
but 1 think there is no difficn!t.y in putting on 
the t:tble the whole of the me<tsm·es neees,;ary tu 
eurnplete elec:toral reforml and letting every 
member on either side know what that reform its 
and what will be its ef!ect. But here we find 
that the Governn1ent, who are pledged to carr~"­
out electoral reform, ineteacl of placing beforp 
the House the whole of the n1ea-,ures necessarv 
to accomplish that object, simply pnt on 
the table one Bill which certain hon. members 
on the other side so much desire. and leave 
it to luck whether they will introduce the uther 
me,.sures or get them through. If this Bill is 
pas~ed 8.nd a genera,l election is sprung upon us, 
then the provisions of the Bill will come into 
operation, and we shall go to the country on a 
more unequal franchise than we have ever had" 
Hundred' of things may happen to prevent the 
hon. gentlmnan \Vho le .tdR tht:> GoYGrnment 
introducing the other measures to complete 
electoral reform. I regret that th" :Premier is 
not present this afternoon, when a mattPr of so 
much importance to the State is being discussed. 
The hon. gentleman, though a country member, 
is in the position of a trustee for the whole of 
the people ; and is he so foolish as to introduce 
and pass a Bill which the party behind him are 
so anxious to get, without protecting the rest of 
the community? \V hen this Bill is put through, 
hC'n. members on the other side can say that 
they will or will not support the other measures, 
and if they refuse to support them we shall 
have only one portion of reform, which will 
have an ef!ect contrary to what is desired by the 
people. [Mr. lVIcDoNNELL: Are you opposed to 
the Bill ?j I have told the House that I am in 
favour of adult suf!rage, and I have told my 
electors that while I am a supporter of adult 
sufirage I will not support any measure which 
does n<>t give the true electoral reform desired 
by the ,people. I do not say one thing to the 
electors for the purpose of getting vot.-•s, and 
then say another thing elsewhere. Should this 
Bill be passed by itself, the other portions of 
electoral reform may be postponed for years, 
possibly until one or two Parliaments have been 
returned on the new system now proposed. I 
know that a large number of members on the 
other side are opposed to the one vote one valne 
provision of the Bill, and in this connection I 
.should like to say that I ha Ye never asked for 
rnything like absoiutely one Yote one Yalue. I 
recognise th:1t there ha·· to be a certain amount of 
:;1ve and take in the matter. Twenty per cent. 
one way or the other may be a reasonable thing- ; 
personally, having- regard to the difierence be­
tween State and Commonwealth electorates. the 
percentage should b<c lebs, but I certainly think 
we should get as 11Potr fairne~a a~ lJOssible, 
There are a certain number of Inembers on the 
other side who have spoken ln favour of ona vote 
on.· value, as, for in;..:tance, the hon. n1e1nber who 
reptesents Charters Towers and one or two 
other hon. mernbers representing centre!:! of 
population. lt is natural that such represent,_ 
ti ves should favour that principle. I do not see 
wby because people happen to be in ~:re< ter 
numbers in one place they should be deprived of 
equal cunsideL.tion with ~)thers. l-Ion. n1PTnber~ 
oppm~ite have for years been preaching that \Ve 

c;hould have representation of wuls, not ttcres: 
and now when they have an opportunity of 
carrying· out that doctrine they spDk as if souls 
were of no account, but that acres should be 
represented. [The Bm!E SECRETAHY: The" 
were speaking e.bout an equal number of vote.; 
in each constituency, and that is what they 
objected to.] The bon. gentleman ma.y try 
to draw a red herring across the track by exphin-
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-ing the matter in that wav; but he knows me 
sufficiently well to know tb;tt I do not ad \'ocate 
that there should be an absolutely E•qual number 
of votes in each comtituel!cy. [The Hmm 
SECRETARY : Tha,t i:-; what they v;,·, t'e :-.pL._tking 
againt:t on this side.] If that ls so, the11 that is 
all the more ft£l,t'Otl whv \V8 shn~JJd have the 
cornplete 1nea.sures of f leCtoral reforrn before us. 
<nd not merely one !-nn'tlon of that reform. Hon. 
members opposite rr:ay oppo.:-:e the oLher mea~nre~. 
or the horL gentleman who leads the Govern~ 
lllent may give r1Iace to NUlllE'IJody e]se WhO may 
sa,_;','' I did not give this pled~e." \Ye rnust take 
no ris:<t;, aur! I s"y unhesitatin~;ly th;; t it would 
be a gross piece uf trertchery if that rdonn was 
not completed a· d 6'iven to thB people. \Ve ha,·e 
110 stron~ assur ',nee thitt this Bill ii-: not going· to 
come into operation until we g·et the other liills 
passed, and hon. InLmbers OlJposite 1nay .;;ay when 
this measure i,, l'assed that they do not care 
whether the others ;,re f"'"ed or not. [The 
l-{o:HE SECRETARY : \V P are anxious to get 
the others, I can as,nr.J ,. >u.] The hon. member 
may speak for hinwelf. [jVIr. ](Eim: \\7 e are all 
:l·nxious to get the otbb m~· tsure8. J I am lll)t 
prep"rerl to takE a pig in a poke from the hon. 
member. \Ve are truesees for the people, and 
what we want to .see is an assurance of safety. I 
know that rny voice will not have any very 
great effect on the pa.:-sing of the second reading 
of this Bill, or probably in ol!taining amendments 
to the Bill, but so far as I am concerned any 
opposition or proteA that I can offer against the 
passing of the Bill, without" reasonable provision 
which will delay its operation until we get the 
balance of the reform, will certainly be offered. 
One reason which has been pleaded for not 
dealing with the other portions of the reform 
now is that the,- would entail a redbtribu­
tion, and that in a redistribution a reduc­
tion in the number of members would be neces­
sary. Anrl the Premier told us that it would be 
perfectly ridiculous to pass a Referendum Bill to 
submit the question of a reduction of members to 
the people at the present time, as that would 
cnean political ,;uicid(•, am! therefore that measure 
must staud over until towards the latter end of 
the Parliament, and it follows that for the same 
reason so 1nust the question of one vote one 
v:tlue. Hon. members on the other side who 
may be in favour of one vote one valne are not 
in favour of a reduction in the number of mem­
bers, and as a consequence both the question of 
a reduction of members and that of one vote one 
value may be so postponed as to leave a 
very wide nurgin of risk of our having to 
go to election on the very unequal state of 
things which this Bill will have brought about. 
There is no qnegtion gbout the ;,ntipathy of hon. 
n1embers on the other side to a rt<luction of 
members. If the leader of the Government is 
,~inc~re in the teforrn \vhich he~ outlined in his 
manifesto, he is c.-, !led up:m to protecc him'Plf, 
in ca.rrJ"ing out that reforn1, not only ngai11st 
Inmnbers on this side, but n,gainst memberR on 
th~tt sid.e of the House. The hon. gentleman 
knows there are members on that side of the 
House who are agninst the reduction thnt he has 
promised, and he knows therb are members who 
are n:gainHt considerations of ,-alne. The hon, 
gentleman can easilr protect himself by puttinv 
a provision in this Bill that it iJ not to corne 3nto 
operation until those other questions ha ,.e been 
dealt with ; and, if he does not do that, he will 
be c01nmitting an act of political tre:"tchery 
against the people of this State. [Mr. BowMAN : 
'There are no rats here.] It h<'.S been sug·ge-,ted 
tbat this Bill, of itself, will not be effe~tive in 
giving the women of queenslnnd a vote if a 
dissolution came ahout at an e\rly date. I can 
see no reasonable grounds for that argurnent. 
As far as I un see, thic, Bill extends the 

franchii:'-e to women : _r,nd if a di,-;solntipn took 
place the elections would have to proceed, on. 
the franchi>·a prm·ided by this measure, under 
the machinery at proent in existence. I 
seriously a" k the Home Secretary if he is not 
prepared to admit th 1L if a reduction of nteni­
berH is not agreed tll or if the prn\·i::;iona of 
value are not fJrought in, that would ll 1Jt be the 
position? [f.Tr. l{YLANT~ : Yun are entirely 
wrong.~ [The HOlHE SECRF ~'AHY: Nut neceti~ 
t'<-Tily ~o.J I venture to ~ar tnnt the bon. rnem­
l,er f1,r Gytnpie says that I am entirely \vrong. 
in entire ig-norance of the ;.:;nbject. The Horne 
~ecr~t. ry himself, in a ca,utious nlanner, sayR 
that it is not nect>ssarily su: but I say, with all 
con f\dence, th:ct it is ncce·,sarily w. This Bill 
sirnpl:,' alter.; the f~.'anchi:.,e and cunfer8 it on 
women, and under the pn·;;ent electoral law we 
have all the machinery that i~ neces.;;ary tn put 
the women cf the ~tate on the rolh, provided the 
admini3tration of the Act i,, as it ought to be. I do 
not know that it i~ necessary for me to carrv the 
matter any fat·ther. A gr·e~t deal more can be said 
in connection with the 11ill when it get:) into 
committee, and, if no one else does it, I shall cer­
tainly 1110\ e an amendment in the dirt-ction of 
securing for the p~ >pl~; of the State the full 
measure of reform which was prom bed by the 
Premier in his manifesto, and which has been 
promised by me m hers on both sides of the 
HousB. I certainly shall oppose any step-so 
her as it is in my power to do so-which will 
deprive the populous centres of the State of 
rights which they now have, without giving 
them the substitute tr which they are entitled. 
,Tnst before I sit down I would like to point out 
that the Oommonwe,.Jth Act •-ettled the question 
of value. There is no reason why we should not 
settle it at the 1•resent time. In the Common­
wealth Act n p;·ovision of value was provided, 
and it was directed that a commissioner should 
be appointed for the purpose of equalising the 
electorates. Mr, JHc Do wall was appointed com­
missioner for Queen;land-on8 of the most re­
spected residents of Queen "land, one of the oldest 
Government servants, and a rnan who knew his 
work thoroughly. l'\o man in Queensland was 
better fitted to undertake the work which he was 
appointed to perform. He divided the State in 
accordance with the provisions of the ~\et ; he 
sent in his report, and, at the instance of a 
gentlenPn who belongs to the f,:tme party as 
many of my friends on the other side, that 
report was set aside; and we have to-day, at the 
imtance of the very gentlemen who are protest­
ing at the precent time, "" unequal state of 
things under the Federal Act. So much for the 
l;ona ,tides of politicians in carrying out provisions 
which are against their own ideas, and that is 
one reason why I would refuse--in a matter of 
thiq importance, at pny ratc--to give anything 
a'ivay upon trust. 

After a pause, 

Mr. l<'ORSYTH ( C'lcp, ta1·ia): T'be reason 
why I did not get up sooner--[Hon. R. PHILP: 
Let the other side That is the very rea­
son why I waited: but did not wish tn wait 
until the Speaker h~td put the question. I cer­
tainly thought son1e hon. rnen1lJer un the other 
oide would have spoken, but it is quite evident 
that there is not the slightut intention on their 
part of speaking. They are F~;.; anxious to get 
the Bill passed that thPy are quite willing 
t~ let it "o without debate. I congratu­
late the Home Secretary upon the splendid 
speech he ctelivered last night, He went fairly 
fully into the que ·tion, though, no doubt, a good 
deal nf what be said was more connected 
with an J<Jlections Bill than \\ith a l<'ran­
chise Bill; but there is no doubt that it 1s 

JJfr. Por8yth.] 
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difficult to keep the two '"bjects apart. I am 
delighted that the way in which the hon. mem­
ber introduced the Bill W<l' diametrically oppnsed 
to the opinions expresse<l by another gentleman, 
who-I do not "'Y in the Hou'e or ont nf it­
stated that this side of fhe House would. have 
to accept tlw }'"~ranch]:-;e Dill whether we liked it 
or not, and that, a:--; rnatter \)f fact, it would be 
forced Jcnvn our thr\ ats-so much ~o, that we 
would not !J'Bt it all at once, but w~ w0uld get it 
in dosr sa/ '{i.,('Jt,SCct/JJL I :tln e:xce8~.linr)Y pleased 
th:tt the hnn. gentleman did not adopt that 
attitude, beca.UR9 I can as~mre hirn that, if that 
sort. of thing is said jn th]s I-Iouse, it J~ not 
likely to lr a.d. to busine-.-.; bL ing ~~nt t.hronuh in a 
hurry. I think that kinrl of thiog hcc, the very 
opposite ef£ect. Y, e ha Ye had " gre.~" de;,] of 
discnRI'ion in conn" dion \Tith adnlt- snffragB for 
1nany yea.rs. Th .re has heen a gren,t cle::d of d1s­
cnf'.;;-ion as tot he rea.l va1ne nf adu1t sntfrage. 
Now we are led to under~r md tlHtt a. lar2'e 
ntajoritv of memOe~rB, e .;pecially Labour1nen1herR~ 
are in f;tvour of the principle of one rr1an one 
vote one valne, which is rmiver:sal r:mffrage; 
but it. is most remarkabl•· that, although there 
arfl a few who certainly belie,·e in that principle, 
the great majority of members opposite really 
do not. I r<""'Yrteinher the Dr:-:t session I was here~ 
in 189!), a Bill was introdnceri providing for one 
man one vote, ancl it was no fault of the Govern­
ment that it did not gPt through. The leader 
of thP. Labour party, Rituing- where we are now, 
stated that he believed in the principle of adult 
suffrage, and he was exceedingly plea3ed the 
Government of the day had brought it forward. 
He aho stated, and I do rn1t think the Labour 
party now believe it, that that necessarily meant 
a redistribution of qeFtts Ftnd probably an J<~lec­
tions Bill. I will make a quot<>tion in reference 
to this matter to shr,w clearlv what the opinion 
of the then le".der of the V:tbour ]Jarty was. 
The Secret.ary for I,ands had interrupted Mr. 
Dawson by saying-

The values are not equal. 

And Ji!Ir. D:twson said-
VYhy not? Can the bon. gentleman point out why 

the values are not equal~ 'rhe mHlinnaire and the 
lam-plighter both stand on equality on this day. That 
is the object of the Bill. 

'l'he SJ~t:RETARY FOR PuHuc I \:0:D.':i: A 1r..an in Bris­
bane would have four or five times the power as a, man 
in Charters 'rowers. 

'l'hat is the point raised by the hon. member for 
Toowong-. In my electorak we have !i40 voters, 
and, unle~s thPre is some alteration made, it 
means that instead of having the plural vote we 
will have mPn whose vote is practically equal to 
six votes in some other electorates. :VIr. Detwson 
went on to say-

I quite understand the hon. gentleman's notion; 
that is. that we .should have a redistribution of seatr. 
It follows natnntlly. though nnt neeer.sarily, that in 
this ses~ion we should ha.ve a RLdistribntion of Seat~ 
Bill. At a.n.r rate. at the !lrs"L opportunity. in ordm· to 
make one vote oue value of an\' <:m·vice. we should have 
a distribution of seats an(l sin~ le electorates. 

\Yell, as a m:-.tter of het the present Govern­
ment do not ttppeur to think that ttt all. [.The 
HQj)!E SEORETAIW: 1 think n. recli~tribution of 
se~ts is a necessity.] [Mr. :'llAOARTNEY: You 
did not mnke it very clear.] No, the hon. 
gentleman did not; but I am exceedingly glad 
to think th>1t that is his opinion. vVe had it 
from the Premier la"t year that he intenderl to 
bring- in a Redistribution Bill, and we hearrl from 
the hon. member for Bulloo last night how the 
Premier'.; opinion h j,S altered since. The Pre­
mier will not now give us a redistribution Bill; 
but he will give a referendum, and we will not 
even get the referendum this year. Anyone 
re:tding his speeches, both in the House and 

[11-Ir. Forsyth. 

outside of it, will see that the reason why he' 
does not bring in a referendum this year is 
because he would be committing politic:tl suicide 
hy S<> doing. On more than one occasion the 
Premier has distinctly stated that there is no 
place in thR world where they have the principle 
of "ne adult one vote r>ne value, and I quoted the 
Federal Electiom, :\.et. Cbuse lli makes the 
position ,;bsolutely clear-

Snbjecr, t.heut.o the quota. ot eJectors shall be the 
ba~.Jis of di~trihntion. 

Suppose> we ap;reerl to rPduce our nu1nber to fifty­
:Slx, and say we h::tvP 224,000 eh~(_;tor"l; then if 
you divide that by tift.y-six y,m get i,OOO as the 
qnota. 'l'hat ic the exnct meaning of the 
Commonwealth Act, and the Act goes on to say 
that the Con1n1h~~: mer 1nay adopt n, n1argin of 
a.llowance to be used whenever necesRary, but in 
no ca"e shall the qlh>ta be departed from to a 
greater extent than one-fifth nwre or one·fifth 
less. Those words being inserted make the 
principle of one adult one vote eiL·cic. Then, 
aP,"ain, the Connnissioncr tnn ,;t take into con­
sideration c01nmunity of interestt::, means of 
communication, phyRical feature.~, existing 
boundaries, etc. No one, ther,•fore, C'~,n con­
vince me tb,tt the t•rinciple of one .1dult 
one vote one value is nnt in the Fed er: l }~lec­
tions Act. [The Ho;m; SEURETAI\Y : There is at 
least an approximation to it.] Of course it 
would be an absurdity to say that V.lli must 
h:we exactly -!,000 electors in each electorabc, 
but you must get et< near to it as you c-tn. 'fhe 
object of allowing a marg·in is to meet the r>tses 
of sparsely popula.ted districts, such as Burke, 
Carpentaria, and Bulloo, ano it might be advis­
able if the Government in the case of three or 
four of our electcrates did not pnt that principle 
into operation a! together. I do not say that 
because it would affect Carpentaria, because on 
a former occasion I stated that I believed in the 
principle of one adult one vote one value, 
although I knew that, as far as I was individu­
ally concerned, it would mean loss of my seat. 
Now, why are hnn. members opposite anxious 
for this Adult Suffrage Bill to pass? Is it 
bec<tuse it is going to benefit the people 
generally? I venture to say that the reason 
why some memhers of the Labour party have 
always advocated adult suffrage is something 
quite different to what they have stated. 

They believe that t,he passing of this 
[5 p.m.] Bill will be the means of strengthen-

ing their positi,.n in this House. It 
is quite true that the Home Secretary stated in 
his speech last night that he did not think it 
would rT,ake verv much difference as far as the 
bulk of the electorates was concerned, yet there 
oeems to be a fairly general opinion amongst the 
memhere and supporters of the Labour party 
that once this Bill and the machinery Bill ::tre 
through it will mean that the position of the 
Lahonr party will Le strengtlwned in this House. 
I think I am not wrong in sctying that that is 
the general opinion outside :tlso. They want the 
Bill passed-not bee 'nse it is going to benefit the 
outside electorates ; they look upon it from the 
seHish point of view that it is going to 
strengthen the Lahour members and the 
Labour party. \Ye have only to consider 
the printed utterances of Labour members dur­
ing the recent general election. \Ye have one 
hon. member sa.ying that when they get adult 
suffrage the result oi the next election, which he 
anticipated wnnld take place in March, would 
he that the party woulrl come back so strong 
that there would be a purely Labour Govern­
ment. Then we have another member of that 
party-the hon. member for Clermont-soying 
that once they got the Adult Suffrage Bill through 
then, as far as the other side of the House was 
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ceoncerned, the deluge. [Mr. CoWAP: That has 
Dome true without it.] It has, to a certain 
extent. If 1 may draw an inference from the 
hon. member's interjection, he seems to be of 
the same opinion. [Mr. CmvAP: Did I say so'!] 
'.Ve arrive at conclusions by analogy and infer­
ence, and that is the conclusion I arrive at. But 
whether I am right or wrong I believe it is the 
general opinion of the Labour party. \Ve have 
had some very Htrong animadversions from the 
leader of the Labour party on the speech de­
livered by the hon. member for Bulloo last night. 
I venture to say that the hon. member for Bulloo 
has a greater general knowledge of election 
matters than any other member of the House. He 
has made it a special study for many years. rMr. 
KERR: J:tigging the rolls.] He gave the Hou"e 
information last night which I hope the members 
of the Labour party will tak8 into their serious 
consideration. The trouble is that in endeavour­
ing to e:x plain a very complex matter I am afraid 
some of them did not exactly understand \chat 
was meant. One of the reasons given by the Hon. 
the Home Secretary last night why we should 
ha Ye the Franchise Bill was because the Federal 
Government had passed a :Franchise Bill and it 
was only right >tnd proper that we should follow 
·On the same lines. lThe HmiE SECRETARY: I 
did not say exactly like it.] The argument 
of the hon. memb~er for Bulloo went to show 
that there was no uniformity in the conditions, 
that the conditions in the various States 
and in New Zealand are different, an<l that 
became the Federal Government had passed a 
Bill in a certain way that was no reason why we 
should follow them. The Home Secretary 
showed that under the :Federal 'Franchise Act 
the number of names on the various Queensland 
rolls-reekoning adult males ouly-was far 
greater than on our own State rolb, and he in­
'tanced, amongst other placed, his own electorate 
and Fortitude Valley. How did this thing 
work? I mad~ some inquiries as to how the 
thing was worked in my own electorate of C<tr­
pentaria. A strange thing occurred there. I will 
mention the case of two polling-places--Canobie 
and \Vestwood. Canobie station, I can prove, 
has not more than eight men upon it. The 
federal roll for C:mobie contains the names of no 
fewer than sixty-nine residents. It is only a, 
cattle station, and it is impossible for sixty­
nine men to be employed there. In fact, the're 
are only some G40 in the whole electorate. 
[An honourahle member: Did they all vote cct 
Canobie station ? J I do not think they cl id. 
=-row, on \Vestmoreland there are employed two 
or three white men and a few blacks to look after 
.:J,ODO er 3,000 bead of cattle. There were no le>'s 
than twenty-eight men down on the roll. I do 
not think for one moment that the men were not 
there when the police were sent down to collect 
the names. In fact, I believe the men were 
there, but of coume they may have got in by 
being a 111onth or six w~eks there. I a,n1 arguing 
now from the point of view of the Carpentaria 
electorate being one of the new electorates in 
connection with the working of this particular 
Act. The position is that, although there were 
twenty-eight Yotes on this particular station and 
four at another station, making up thirty-two for 
that particular place, there were only fo'ur voted. 
'fhere were sixty-nine names on the roll in one 
case, of which only eight voted. It was quite 
evident that the people had left or they would 
have voted. The consequence is that these men 
did not vote. 'fhey were very busy for the 
time being; they had an enormous number 
of cattle in the Gulf at the time, and large num­
bers of men came from all over the district, and 
all over Queensland probably, for the purpose 
of shifting the cattle from the outlying station>', 
.as they have done this year. Thes.o men were 
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away for over a month or six weeks, and because 
they happened to be in this particular district 
for six weeks they got on the roll, and as a 
matter of fact are still on. They did not vote. 
They are not residents. If we had the same 
conditions existing in connection with the State 
eleytions, what would be the result? Under the 
Federal Elections Act you have not got a 
revision court annually, the same as under our 
State elections. ft is l1y proclamation, and you 
do not know when it is going to be held. It 
would please a large number of these men 
out of pure curiosity to see where they are. 
Some of them would Le in the Flinders, some 
at Cunnamulla, and some would have left the 
country altogether. But the position is this : 
That if we had an election in Oarpentaria under 
these conditions, these men would represent 
quite 200 votes, although they were never resi­
dent there except for a month or so. They 
could not be c.<lled residents in the truest 
sensP of the word. Their names are not taken 
off the roll, they are still there, and if an election 
takes place, no matter whether they are there or 
not, they co,lld still vote for Carpentaria, at any 
polling-place where a returning officer or assis­
tant returning officer is, and if they liked to vote 
in one block, they could absolutely knock out 
the residents of that particular place. I think 
we want an alteration there. [:\Ir. KERI\: Get 
a Xational Liberal Union tbere.J It is a peculiar 
position, and it only shows how all the residents 
in a certain place may be outYoted by people who 
have no interest whatever in thP place. The hon. 
member for Barcoo believes it will be a great 
mistake to have one vote as far as Dunwich is 
concerned. His sugge,tion is that tbe'e people 
shoukl still have a vote, but that they shonld 
vote for the districts where they came from. I 
was speaking to the Home Secretary a couple of 
days ago 1:«ug·gesting- a certain clause. . .. :\ man or 
woman in Dunwich may probably have lived 
half a dozen years in Brisbane, and half a dozen 
m Carpentaria, and they may have lived half a 
dozen year; in Gympie, :md we may have three 
members each fighting as to who i; to get their 
votes. [Mr. Rn.AND: <Iive him a vote for the 
electorate he laRt resided in.] Then I under­
stand from the hon. member for Gympie that 
the electorate that a man should get the vote in 
i• the electorate in which he bst resided. He 
would be placed in an anomalous position in 
connection with this matter. I think, in the case 
of the other Bills here, the responsibility should be 
taken by the other side of the House. Supposing 
they pass a Franchise Bill, and by some means 
or other we had a general election before the 
machinery Bill or Redistribiltion Bill had passed. 
Although we had po,sed the Franchise Hill, the 
women could not :ote, as they are not on the 
roll. The machinery Bill for conduc'.ing the 
elections would not be in existence, and there· 
f,lre, although some people say the question 
would not occur before the next election comeB 
rounrl, how would you get a machinery Bill as 
far as women are concerned? \Ve have an old 
State Elections Act, and it appears to me that it 
wonlrl be a most peculiar position to be in. It 
appears to me that if we adopted the fedeml 
electoral roll, so as to get the women a vote, we 
would have to bring an amending Act in in 
connection with the Elections Act. There j,, no 
provision in that t-ltate :Elections Bill for women 
\·oting, and thPreforc, under these condition:-;, we 
should probably have to use the federal rolls, 
and have to bring in an amending Act as a 
machinery Bill for the time being. IG would be a 
mostcomplexposition. [TbeHOilrESEul\ETARY: It 
is rather a remote contingency.] A "rift in the 
lute'' may take place. For instance, in my elec­
torate there are not so many women as men. A 
great manyreaRons were giYen by the introducer of 
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the Bill-that it was the expressed will of the 
people we should have it. In connection with 
the l'tedistribution Bill, we are told there is no 
mannate from the people; hut, as a matter of 
fact, in the elections of 1902 it was really a 
point in the platform. [Mr. J\I \X \YELL : They 
were wipen out, though.] They were not wiped 
out then. They wanted to carry out this very 
sarne practice with regard to the Elections 
Bill, and they were sent back by the people 
with a majority to carry it out. I only 
raise these questions to show how nmtters 
work out. I shall support the second reading, 
and assist in carrying the measure through. 
I think it is a rnistake that hon. members on 
the other side, who are so well up in franchise 
matters, do not give us their vi<onvs on the 'lues­
tion. They need not do so at great length, 
bnt it would be well if they would let us have 
an expression of their opinions, as we should 
then, having hearcl both sides, be in a better 
position to come to a decision on the measure. 
As far as I am individually concerned, I ha Ye 
advocated adult suffrage ever since I have been 
a member of the House, and I shall support the 
second reading of thi8 Bill. 

Mr. PETRIE ('l'oorn/,ul): It is not my inten­
tion to prolong the deLate on the second reading 
c>f this 13ill. I was hoping that some hon. mem­
bers opposite would speak, bnt they seem to have 
adopted a policy of silence. \\"hen they were 
sitting on this side they used to blame us for not 
speaking, and say that we were " gagged" and 
were mere voting machines. I shall not say that 
they are voting machines; but I am very glad to 
find that they have arrived at tlleconclusion that 
if business is to be done quickly they must not rlo 
so much talking. I am in favour of this Bill. At 
one time I was not in favour of om· arlult one 
vote or even of one man one vote; but now, after 
having looked at the matter from various points 
of view, I h'we come to the concluc<ion that it is 
a prop~r thing to gi·, e the women a Yote, and 
that I wa'·, in error in opposing one man 
one Yote, becanBe it will not do the 'Labour 
party any particuhu· harm, and it will do 
thi, 'idB more. good than we thought. I should 
like to seB the Elections Bill-that ic, the 
machinery n1"'"ure by which this Bill will be 
worked-pasoed in conjunction with this Bill. 
\Vith regard to the age at which persons are 
to be entitled to votp, I think that the young 
meu of Qneemland who are to be our future 
legh,lators aTe not ::]together resp011sible for 
their actions at the e"ge of twenty-one years. l 
say nothing abont the young women. \Ye know 
that in Australia we are a very sporting com­
munity, and I remember that when the first 
federal elections were on I attended a meeting 
onA night, and on going home and taking up the 
'l'elcgmph newspaper I found certain marks 
placed against the names of candid.ttes for 
election. Those marks meant that our young 
peopl'l are so much given to sport that 
they do not study politics at all, but pick out 
e. eertain number of c:>ndidates whether for 
the Federal or the State Parliament, and 
say they will vote for those men. I think we 
should raise the age limit in this measure. [An 
honourable member: \Yhat about the young' 
women?] I am not a bit frig-htened as far as 
the young women or the old women are con­
cerned. I should like to see this Bill become 
law, because I believe that every sensible woman 
in the electorate of Toombul would vote for me 
in preference to a great many others. Some 
years ago I was asked what about the woman's 
vote, and I replied that if the women of Toombul 
had a vote I could simply sit on my Yeranda 
and smoke my pipe, ""nd they would return me 
without any trouble on my part. This may not 
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apply later on, as I arn getting older now. 
(Laughter.) I believp that in many cases the 
women have more sense than the men, and that 
when an election does take place under this 
measure they will show more sense than not only 
men outside Parliament, but men in this House. 
A lot of objection was at one time urged against 

won1en having- a vote, on the ground 
[0.30 p.m.] that they had to stay at home and 

look after their hou<ehold duties ; 
hut women who look after their household affairs 
can do a lot towards putting the best men 
into Parliament, and they have done so eYen 
when they have had no votes. [Mr. Tt:R~ER: 
That accounts for the strong party on this side.1 

I would not say that at this time, because I 
believe there was a wave flowing- over the 
country at the time of the elections, and the 
people went mad on the snbject. Aithough 
I give credit to the Premier, and those sitting 
lJehind him, for being- returned with such a large 
majority, I think it was because-well, I cannot 
explain it. (Laughter.) But something hap­
pened that we were not responsible for-at all 
events, that wave passed over, and hon. 
members opposite were returned with a big 
majority, while only a few of us got back. 
I suppose we mnst thank someone for that; 
but, at all events, we are here, and we hope 
that, although we may be small in 'lnantity, 
onr quality is good. \V e will be able to help the 
Premier, perhaps, in this Parliament when the 
second party on his e.ide are inclined to be a little 
obstreperous. One thing I am strong upon is 
women having the right to vote by post. Many 
hon. members on the other side may think that, 
under a '.yst.,m of voting by ]Jost, there would 
he a lot of trickery, but that. is not my opinion. 
\\"e could amend this Bill in that direction in 
such a manner that no trickery could possibly 
occur which would upset an election. [Mr. 
Jkrmow~: X ot in this Bill.] Yes, in this BilL 
I am not speaking now for what some hon. mem­
bers on the other side may call the women of the 
upper or capitalistic class, but for women of the 
working class. 

The SPJ':AKJ~R: Order! I would remind 
the hon. member that this is not the time to 
di,cuss a 'luestion of that kind. 

:Mr. PETRIE: I beg your pardon, Sir, for 
digressing. I know that it more properly 
belongs to the machinery Bill, but I ha Ye heard 
other hon. members digTessing in the same way. I 
am in accord with this Bill, and I want to see it 
passed. 'l'he question has heen before the 
House and the country fur some time, and the 
sooner we pass the Bill and extend the franchise 
the better. But I am astonished thctt it should 
have been brought in so early in the session, 
especially in a short ,,ession like this, when 
important financia.l questions have to be dealt 
with. \Ye should have gone on with those pro­
posals, and let this Bill ;;tand over until the end 
of the session, when it might have been put 
through, and with it an Elections Bill and a 
Bill providing fnr a reduction of members and a 
redistribution of seats. I am !'eady, however, to 

csist the Premier to do the best not only for hon. 
members on that side of the House, but I am 
looking at it from a broaderstandpointthan that­
of doing the beRt we can for the l:'tate generally. 
(Hear, he tr.) If the majority of hrm. members 
think fit to pass this Bill, I am with them; but 
I hope that, in committee, some amendment will 
be moved with regard to allowing women to vote 
by post. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. PETRIE : Well, I will not go further 
with that matter, although, if the machinery 
Bill were before us, I might have a good deal 
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more to say about it. If the other Bills to 
which allusion has been made are passed, it may 
lead to the appointment of a commission t(, 
define the boundarieR of the new electorates. 
That will come, whether we like it or not; and, 
if we have to cut down expenses, we should com­
mence at the top of the tree. "\V e had a very 
good example set us last night by His Excel­
lency the Governor. I regret very much that 
he should have reBigned. There is no doubt 
that His Excellency has had in view for some 
time--

The SPEAKEH : Order! 
Mr. PETRIE : If we are going to cut down 

the civil servants and go in for retrenchment, 
we should certainly begin at the top of the tree 
and cut down ourselves. [::Ur. MANN : \Vhat 
has this to do with the Bill ?l I take it that we 
are going to cut down the cost of elections-not 
through this Bill, I admit-and, if we are to 
keep our expenditure within our revenue, we 
must begin with oursehes. I hope that this 
Bill will be passed, though I do not want to 
see it passed without some conditions being laid 
down as to how elections are to be carried out 
in future. \Ve are not altogether on the lines 
of the Federal Parliament, who, I understand, 
have provided that the inmates of such charit­
able institutions as Dunwich shall have a Yote. 
Some hon. members on the other side are of 
opinion that these people should be enfranchised 
on the ground that they are old colonists who 
have done good service to the State, but I do 
not altogether agree that they should have a 
vote, and probably when the question is brought 
up in committee l shall have more to saY about 
it. Hon. members opposite tell us we are taking 
up too much time. Formerly, when we sat oppo­
site, they accused us of being voting machines. 
I am glad to have an opportunity of throwing 
that statement in their teeth now that they are 
where we used to be. 

The SPEAK}:R : Order ! I must remind the 
hon. member that his remarks are not relevant 
to the subject before the Home, and I must a'k 
him to confine himself to the Bill. 

Mr. PETHIE : I apologise for transgr<'ssing 
again. There is a provision in this Bill that-

Xo aboriginal natiYe of Anstralia, Asia, Africa, or the 
islands of the Paeific, shall be entitled to have his name 
placed on an electoral roll. 

Now, I have from childhoud known a good deal 
about the aboriginal natives, and I know that 
some of them who have had the advantage of 
being "lightly educated are highly intelligent­
more so, perhaps, than some members of this 
House, or some persons out ,ide of it. To 'how 
that some of these men h>tve a good deal of 
common sense, I may say that some years ago 
the Government were so hard up that they had 
to economise in the annual distribution of 
blankets to the blacks, confining the distribution 
to the older men and women. One man came no 
me and complained that while the young fellows 
were getting no blankets, some of the older men 
were getting two and three each and selling them. 
Later on he repeated his complaint. and said : 
''Look here, boss, I have always Yoted for the 
Government, but if they don't give me a blanket I 
will vote for the Labour party." {Laughter.) "\V e 
have taken these people's country, and we now 
want to exclude them from all our privilege~. 
I think that some of those natives, many of 
whom I reget to say are lmlf-castes, who are 
trying to earn an honest living, who have been 
educated by the State, and who have had homes 
found for them by the State, should be allowed 
to have at least a say in the matters of the State. 
It is very unkind, to say the least, that they 
should be debarred from that privilege because 

they are of a different colour. Probably, hon. 
members will say I am talking a lot of nonsense. 
[Honourable members : Hear, hear!] I do not 
think so. I do not think any race should be 
despised because of its colour. I woul cl like to 
see a white Australia as well as any hon. mem­
ber on the other side, but the climatic conditions 
of the ::\'orth will not permit of it. [An honour­
able member: Have you ever been there?] I 
have been a good way North, though not all over 
it, and I would advise some hon. members op­
posite to travel more and get their minds 
broadened. I notice that clause 4 of the Bill 
provides that inmates of charitable institutions 
are not to have the privilege of the franchise. 
I do not know how the majority of hon. mem­
bers feel about that provision ; but there are 
men at Dunwich, pioneers and others, who havP 
borne the heat and burden of the day and helped 
to make Queensland what it is; who have, 
through unforeseen circumstances, come down in 
the world. I am in doubt whether they should 
be debarred from voting. The point is an im­
portant one, and I am not sure, when the matter 
comes up in committee, that I shall not vote for 
an amendment in that direction should one be 
proposed. Voting by p0st may seem a simple 
thing to many, but to the working classes--

The SPEAKER : Order ! 

Mr. PETRIE : I will not take up the time of 
the House any longer, but I am glad to have had 
an opportunity of giving my views on these 
Yarious questions. I am not going to block 
business, but to assist the Premier and his sup· 
porters in passing legif'lation which I believe will 
be for the benefit of the whole people of Queens­
land. ~otwithstanding thiR, there is certain 
legislation which I do not believe is conducive to 
their intere--.ts. In fact, in the past we have had 
too much legislation with very bad administra­
tion. (Government laughter.) I congratulate 

the Home Secretary on the address 
[I p.m.J he made when introducing this Bill, 

and I would also like to congratu­
late the other speakers who followed him. In 
conclusion, I can only s~y these words-I am not 
a poet, and I have tried to put it into as plain 
language as possible-and they are these--

Airey framed a little Bill, 
DE,,igned the fatmau's vote to kill. 
His party generally were mute­
The Oppositwn used the flute. 

"When Airey's little IJill goes through, 
JieaYeu and earth will .:;mile anew; 
}:ach wornnn then will be a queen: 
Three meals a day-no work bet""ecn. 

rGovernment members: The member for "\Var­
rego drew that up.] [Mr. P. J. LEAHY: That's a 
libel on me. If the Home Secretary wriLes 
doggerel, I don 't.l 

>-Mr. P. J. LEAHY (Warngo): I have no 
desire to speak at th8 present moment, especially 
as I understood that by arrangement an hon. 
member on the other side would get up and 
favour the House with his views; but a" no one 
appears prepared to do so, and as I do not think 
this Bill has been sufficiently debated, I have 
decided to fill the breach. I think it is rather a 
lamentable fact that hon. member,, opposite 
have not given adequate reasons in support of 
this Dill. It is true enough that the Home 
Secretary did his best, and his best in this instance 
-whatever it may amount to in other instances­
amounted to a good deal. But if this Bill 
rested simply upon the arguments given by the 
Home Secretary, I do not think the House 
would be warranted in passing it. I do not 
wish that remark to be construed in any way as 
an indication that I intend to vote against the 

Mr. P. J. Leahy.] 



148 Electoral li'ranchise Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] ElectoJ•al Franthise Bill. 

Bill, because, as a matter of fact, I do not; but I 
think it is only fair that members who have 
information on the subject should give that 
information to the House, whether it may tend 
against the Bill or not. I intend to take a some­
what comprehensive view of this question; in 
fact, it is my intention to take a comprehensive 
survey of all the franchises of the leading 
countries of the world. [Honourable members: 
Hear, hear!] I am glad that hon. members say, 
"Hear, hear," bPcause it is " recognition of the 
fact that they require information upon this sub­
ject. Before Icommenceto deal with the franchises 
of the world, I think it is pertinent to ask what 
is the object of a franchise, and upon what 
should it be based? I take it that the object of a 
franchise is to enable the people of a country­
the permanent, !Jona fide residents of a country­
to elect the members of the Legislature, which 
will enact such laws as will meet with the 
approval of the people of that country. The 
next thing to consider is what form of franchise 
is most likely to give effect to the will of the 
real, permanent citizens of a country. \-Vhen I 
say permanent citizens of a country, I do not 
mean persons who may be temporarily there­
men who, for instance, might come into Queens­
land for a few months and then go awav to New 
South Wales. [Mr. MAX:-1: The only perma­
nent residents are in the cemeteries.] That may 
be so; but I Lake it that this Bill is not for dead 
men and dead women ; it is a Bill for live 
men and live women, and it is only with regard 
to live men and live women that I intend to 
speak. Having explained the object of the 
franchise, and the class of people who in my 
opinion should exercise it, I think it is pertinent 
to make some observations as to the franchise 
that prevails in other countries. I have no 
desire to refer at any length to the Australian 
franchise, because in speakmg on the Address in 
Reply I referred somewhat briefly to it, and 
other speakers on this Bill have dealt somewhat 
fully with the different franchises which exist 
throughout Australia. I really think we have 
heard a great deal too much, both inside and 
outside this House, as to the alleged fact that 
Queensland is behind the other parts of Aus­
tralia in the matter of the franchise. For 
years the journals of the party opposite, and 
the leaders of the party, and even obscure 
followers of the party, have been telling 
the public that (.\ueensland has been lagging 
behind in this matter, and they have conveyed 
the impres~ion to the public that the Govern­
ment which last year controlled the destinies of 
this country was a Government composed of 
strong Conservatives. The fact is that persons 
who have spoken in this debate have shown that 
the franchise of (;>_ueensland is more liberal 
than the franchise of some of the other Austra­
lian States. The Premier told us in speaking on 
this Bill that there was a mandate from the 
people in favour of it. The hon. gentleman did 
not explain to us in what way that mandate was 
arrived at. I could show, if I felt disposed to do 
it, that there was a mandate of the people 
against it. I should certainly, at any rate, be as 
logical in saying that there was a mandate of 
the people agaimt this Bill as the Premier would 
be in saying there was a mandate in favour of it. 
What right has the Premier to assume, hecause 
he and the party with which he is associated 
when they went to the country came back 
with a majority, and because this one par­
ticular measure was included in the Premier's 
manifesto-what right has he to assume that 
he has received a mandate from the people 
in regard to that particular matter? Do 
we not all know that the manifesto of the 
leader of the Opposition also contained this 
matter of electoral reform, and that the public by 
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a very large majority returned opponents of the 
then leader of the Opposition, Sir Arthur Rut­
ledge? From that fact I might reason with as 
much logic as the Premier has done that, because 
Sir Arthur Rutledge in his manifesto expressed 
the view that adult franchise should be granted, 
and the public went against Sir Arthur Rutledge, 
they were of the opinion that adult franchise 
should not be granted. There is as much sense 
in the one argument as in the other. The truth 
of the matter is that there were so many matters 
besides electoral reform brought before the 
people that it cannot be said that there was any 
mandate in regard to this particular matter. I 
do not say that the people are not in favour of 
one adult one vote, I am mther inclined to think 
that they are in favour of it, and I am not opposed 
to the principle being carried out. It has been said 
that at the same time as we deal with this 
question we should deal with the question of a 
reduction of members and a redistribution of 
seats, and I think there is a great deal in ~hat 
argument. \Vhile I am in favour of the principle 
of this Bill I do not see that there is any urgency 
for the measure-I do not see why this Bill 
should not remain over till next year, when we 
could deaJ with the whole of the matters to­
gether. There are matters of much more import­
ance and urgency than this particular matter 
which should engage our attention at the present 
time. There is the matter of land legislation, 
and matter of dealing with the rabbite, and other 
matters that are of more preBsing importance 
than this p,;,rticular measure, and that should be 
brought before the House so that they could 
receive early consideration. However, as this 
Bill is before the House, it is our duty to 
express our opinions in regard to it. I do 
not desire to l'efer at any considerable length 
to the question of equal representation, or 
one vote one value as it is commonly called. 
On the whole, the Premier was fairly right when 
he said that absolute equality of representation 
is impossible, and, for my own part, I should be 
sati,fied with some such arrangement as he 
suggested of 20 per cent. above or below a cer­
t<tin quota. Logic is in favour of absolute 
equality of representation as far as it can 
possibly be obtained, because if it i" right that 
one man should have one vote, and one vote 
only, there can be no justification for 300 or 400 
men in one place having the same voting power 
as ()00 in another. I do not think there should 
be absolute equaJity of representation, because 
that would mean the disfranchisement of "ome 
remote places. If it is not desirable to have 
absolute equality of representation, then it 
is open to argument whether one adult one 
vote is a proper principle to >tdopt. If 
hon. members hold the view that there should 
be one adult one vote, and desire to be 
absolutely logical, there is no doubt that the 
logical corollary to that is one vote one value. 
_-'et the same time I recognise that mjustice 
would he inflicted on many remote places if we 
had one vote one value, and I am of opinion 
that the suggestion of the Premier is as reason­
able as the circumstances warrant. There are 
many re,asons why every person in the com­
munity should not have a vote. I entirely agree 
with the Home Secretary that the inmates of 
Dunwich should not have votes. I think I have 
as much sympathy with those old and unfortu­
nate people as any man ; but, however valuable 
they may have been to the State in their time, 
there is no getting away from the fact that at 
the present time they are living on the charity of 
the State. They are not paying any taxes, nor 
are they in any form contributing to the wealth 
of the State, and while it is the duty of 
the State to maintain those people I do not 
think it is any part of the duty of the 
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State to put them on the same plane as men 
who pay taxes, and upon whom the whole rinan­
cial and political responsibility depends. \V e 
have been told a grc>at deal by the Home Secre­
tary and other people as to what was the effect 
of broadening the franchise in Great Britain. 
But do hon. members imagine that because the 
broadening of the franchise in Eng!and-first in 
1832 and later on in 18G7-was beneficial, there 
ought to be absolutely no limit to the extent t<o 
which the franchise should be broadened'? Jt is 
a perfectly correct principle to lay down with 
regard to the franchise, or rail way rates, or any 
other matter, that there is a certain point at 
which the maximum of advantage can be 
obtained, and that we should not remain below 
or go above that point. It does not follow, 
because the broadening of the franchise in Eng­
land on the occasions I haYe mentioned had 
a beneficial effect, that a fnrther broadening 
of the franchi>e would be attended with 
equally satisfactory results. In Queensland 
at the present morr,ent, and in nearly all 
the Australian States, \Ve have ,, franchise 
which is very much more liberal than in 
England ; and though the franchise in Eng­
land has given satisfaction, and is working 
very smoothly, 1t does not by any means foliow 
that a too great departure trom that franchise 
would work in the same smooth and satisfactory 
manner. \Vith regard to the st:ttement we have 
heard inside and outside this House that great 
material ad•:antages »ould spring from a widen­
ing of the franchise, T was glad to notice that 
the Home ~ecretary did not think that any great 
material a•hantagea would result from the 
paosage of this measure. That is, however, by 
no tneans the view of Lhe LabfJnr men outl:lidH 
th!s I:l_ouse. ! remember not very long ago- I 
tlunk rt was m 1\lay last-the Worker. which 
may be fairly held to embndy the views of the 
greater portion of the Lahour party in Queens­
land, contained something to this effect: ]t said, 
"You are told that the franchise will confer no 
material benefit upon you; that statement is 
entirely incortect-the franchise will put a new 
roof over your head, repair your fences, give you 
a new tent to sleep m, add a frag-rance to the rose 
ar~d make <:abb3ges grow prodigiou~ly, provide 
Wl\~es for smg-Je men and husbands for sing-le 
women." \V!Jen the public have been told that 
all those material advantages will result from 
carrying- out. this franchise, is it an:v wonder that 
a certam claso; are clamouring for it? But. 
when we take into account the franchise as 
it exists in other c•mntries, we find that there is 
absolutely no connection between the material 
welfare of a country and the franchise which 
exists in that country. I h"se collecteu the 
latest information on this "ubject, an<l it will 
probably be of advantage to hon. memhers if I 
state briefly what the franchiso is in thosA 
countries. I find that in Canada them is no 
federal franchise. In Ontario there is manhood 
suffrage after twelve months in the State and 
three months in the prnYince. In 1\Ianitoba it 
is the same. British Colnmbia-l\Ianhood suf­
frage, six months in province and three months 
in State. Quebec-Ownership or occupancy of 
real property, position as teachers or clergymen, 
income or personal property of specified a'llount. 
In ::\ova Scotia-Ownership or occupancy of real 
property valued at 150 dollars ; real or personal 
property ; real and personal property or per­
sonal property alone, 300 dollars ; widows' sons, 
150 dollars ; fishermen, 150 dollars or income of 
250 dollars and residence in electoral district for 
twelve months. In New Brnnswick-Owner­
ship of r<:'al property valued at £100, or per­
sonal and real, 400 dollars ; position of clergy. 
man, teachers, or profeosors in colleges, income 
of 400 dollars; residence in electoral district 

for twelve months. In Prince Edward Island 
-Full age males and property qualification. 
Coming to the United States, which probably 
is at the present moment the g-reatest and the 
richest country in the world, I find that there is 
no such thing as a federal franchise at all. Those 
pnople consist of, probably, some of the best 
people from all the countries in Europe ; they 
have had an experience of a centnry and a 
quarter, nnd yet up to the present moment 
they have not taken the trouble to frame a 
federal franchise. Citizens vot<' according to the 
State franchises : In general such voters are all 
male citizens over twenty-one years. Xeither 
race nor colour affects the right of citizens. 
Franchise is not absolutely uni versa!. Residence 
for at least one year in most States ; in some 
States payment of taxes. Several of the 8outhern 
States have adopted methods with avowed pur­
pose of excluding negroes from franchise, and 
yet avoiding the constitutional consequem·es of 
discriminating "on aceount of race1 colour, or pre­
vious condition of servitude." Colorado, Idaho, 
Utah, and \Vyoming admit women to franchise. 
\Vhile speaking on this subject, I would like to 
read a comparatively brief extract from an up­
to-date American book. It says--

'l'he non-admis8ion of women to the suffrage was the 
uni\·ersal pt•actice in every conntr~~ having tile repre­
sentative system until about thirty years ago, when 
some of the American territnries began a new system. 
rl'here are now four State:4-·-Colorado. \ryoming, Idaho. 
and Ftah·-in "\Vhicb women l:>ave snffrage; one, \Va~h­
mg-ton, in which they formerly ha1l it. but haYe now 
lo~t it. In several of the other States, \vmwm-suffmge 
amendments have been submitte1l. bnt han· faileU of 
popnlar approntl; others, among- them Kan~as, give the 
mu_nieipal ~nffrage; Imva and ::\lontana allow a vote ou 
the i.ssne of hon1ls nnd like financial qnestions; many 
more all(nv womC'n to \'Ote for HChool otlieer~. Abrmt· 
twentr-tive or the fortr-fivc- ~:Hate·.: recogni)<e the right 
of \Y01l1en to participat'e to some degree in the elwice of 
1_:mblie 0flicers and the decision of pnlJlic questions. 
The writer goes on at con.,iderable length, and 
winds up ac follows :-

Although fnll woman ~nffrage i~ 11ow making wa.\ jn 
the north-western comnmnitics. it has for many year.:> 
made no gain in the older connnunities. 
\Vith regard to other countries, many of which 
are as advanced as we are in Australia, it is 
possibly de>irable that I should give a little 
information. In all the conntries I shall refer to 
I shall only give the franchise for the Lower 
House, in order that the compadson may be as 
fair as po·,;ihlP, In the Lower Hon"e in Austna 
the franchise is-All eitizens twenty-four years of 
age and possessed of a small property CJUalification. 
Eighty-five n·present lauded proprietors ; 21 
trade and commerce ; 118 the towns ; 12() rural 
districts; and 72 whole body of male citizens. 
There are thus five classes of electors. Ferrmles 
wh•> have property can vote. This is the fran­
chise in Hungary: The voters :>re all lllale 
citizens of twenty years of age who pay 
a small direct tax on house property or 
land, or an income varying· with occupation. 
I now come to Belgium-a country whwh at 
one time did confer the franchisP upon women. 
There were many enthusiasts there who thought 
the salvation o( the country might be brought 
about bv conferring the franchise on women, and 
yet we find that the franchise in Belgium to-day 
is not so broad as it is in Queensland. I arn 
putting it wrongly. The franchise in Belgium 
is broa.der in one respect than ours, inasmnch as 
they give a vote to families, which we do not 
give here. This is somewhat similar to a pro­
posal introduced into this House two or three 
years ago, and which was ridiculed bv unthink­
ing people as the "baby vote." Yet it has 
worked with perfect satisfadion in Belgium. I 
may say, in passing, that in many countries men 
must be considerably more than twenty-one 
years of age before they become entitled to the 
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franchise. This s the franchise in Belgium. 
Every citizen over twenty-ii ve years has a >;ote. 
Every citizen over thirty-five years, married or 
widower, with legitimate issue and paying at 
least 5 francs a year in house tax, has an 
additional vote. Two supplementary votes are 
given to citizens over twenty-five years who 
have certain educational qualitications. Failure 
to vote is a misdemeanour punishable by law. 
In Germany they have universal suffra::;·e, and 
in connection with that I believe the Home 
Secret.ary was probably right when he told us 
that it may turn out, after all, that this will not 
be a measure that will play into the hands 
of the Labour r,arty, because we know that, 
notwithstanding the fact that they have the 
widest po•sible franchise in Germany, there is 
far less real Ii berty than there is in Australia ; 
ani!, though thera is a small Socialistic party, 
a Labour party as it exists in Australia is 
unknown in that conntry. Referring to some 
other countries, I find that in Saxony the 
franchise is confined to men over twenty-five 
years of age, who pay a certain direct con· 
tribntion to the State. In Greece thAre is 
manhood suffrage, but not adult snffr&ge. 
There is a country with a civilisation OYer 
2,000 years old-a country which was the home 
of liberty, which has been almost the mother 
of liberty-and which had a democratic popula­
tion and a democratic form of government pro· 
bably before Australia rose from the sea. After 
2,000 years of civilisation we find that it is still 
confinAd to manhood suffrage, and that its 
franchise is a good deal more restricted than it 
i8 in Queensland. Are we to be told, in our 
arrogance and conceit, that we, a mere mush­
room community, possess wisdom to a far greater 
extent than the people of a country with a 
civilisation of 2,000 years? I now come to 
another classical country-Italy. There all 
voters must be OYer twenty-one year~, v. ho can 
read and write, who have one or other of the 
following qualifications :-A certain standar<l in 
elementary education or must pay direct taxa­
tion. Few of ns pay direct taxation. And 
though our franchise is morfl liberal than theirs 
we are told that we are lagging behind the age. 
Leaving Italy ~nd coming to Japau, I find that 
in that country an election took place in 1902, 
and the franchise is confined to male voters 
upwards of twenty-five years of age who pay a 
certain tax. I do not Hay that we are hound to 
follow the example of .T a pan, bec<tuse it is a 
country whose ci viJisation, a::; we understand 
the term, is of a comparatively recent 
order, though the country is very prog-res­
sive in other matters. In ::\Iexicn they 
have a most extraordinary qualification- a 
qualification which if anyone attenJpted to 
introduce it here would be ridiculed. Toe qnali· 

fica tion is for respectable male vDters. 
[7.30 p.m.] If that were a qualification hem, 

wonld we have the same nnmber of 
f'lectors on the n•ll? I do not know whether it 
is pos.cible to put in stwh a qualification here, but 
if .we could in _some way improve the standard it 
m1ght be desu<tble. Coming to the ::"\ether­
lands, that is an old civilised country, and the 
franchise is conferred upon male citizens of 
twenty-five yea", who pay certain State taxes, 
householders who pay rent or are in receipt of a 
certain annual salary, or nre in posl-lession of a 
savings bank deposit of £00. They do not ridi· 
cule thrift in that count.rv. The modern Aus­
tralian democrat tells us that thrift is a crime; 
but in the older countries of the world it is not 
so regarded. In son,e parts of the world, the 
mere fact of a man being thrifty gives 
him a vote. In Portugal, another old civilised 
country, the franchise is conferred on all citizens 
of twenty-one years of age who can read and 
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write, and who pay taxes, and they exclude all 
convicts, bankrupt:-~, beggars, clonteHtic serva.nts, 
workmen in the service of the Government, and 
soldiers. And not only have they certain re9tric· 
tions as regar:ls voterh, but they ha VP :tn ed uca­
tional qualification for members of Parliament. 
In Spain, another country with a very old civili­
sation, the voting is confined to all citizens of 
twenty-five years, and they must reside for two 
years in the country. In Sweden and Norway 
the franchise is confined to persons of twenty-one 
years, and they must possess property to a cer­
htin amount, or pay a certain an1ount of taxes. 
There is also a very novel provision in that country. 
The dumtion of Parliaments must not exceed 
eight weeks without the speciRl permission of the 
Kim;, and though that might be somewhat 
foreign to a Bill of this nature, I think some such 
limitation would be an excellent provision. In 
Switzerland that we havp heard so much abou', 
thehotneofthe ldinitifltive"and the "referendnw," 
a cnuntry from which so many of the planks of 
the I~abour party's platform is taken, I find that 
eYery citizen of twenty-one is entitled to a vote 
for the Federal ParliamPnt. In some of the 
smaller cantons the people exer~ise their power 
direct without. any parliamentary machinery_ 
All adult males meet in the open and vote 
according as they think lit, and appoint their 
administrators. In our sparsely populated 
country I do not think we could adopt 
such a system. Coming now to the colony 
of NataL which enj·•ys the same pridlege of 
self-government as we do, I find that the electors 
who are qualified to vote are those possessed of 
inrmovable property to the value of .£50, or those 
who pav rent to the value of .£10, or have 
resided "three years in the colony, or have an 
income of £BG per year. \Ve do not hear any 
cry from Natal about peor.le heing disfranchised. 
\Ye do not hear any cry about adult suffrage 
or the masses groaning under had laws ~nch 
as the hon. member fnr Barcoo talked 
about, and yet :Natal, bearing in mind 
the conditions which exist there, is as prosperous 
ae we are, if not more so. I only mention these 
things to confirm my statement that the fran­
chise of a country has very little indeed to do 
with its prosperity or welfare. l'\ow, coming to 
the mother of Parliaments, what do we find? 
\Ve have heard a great deal from the H0me 
Secretary and others about \he "C" nited Kingdom, 
and we would be justified in dr>twing- the infer· 
euce that it had a fr ~nc·hise much wider than 
ours, vet what are the ,Lctual facts? There is a 
property qualification there. :Every occupier who 
has he~n for twelve rnunths in the United 
Kin~dnm the inhabiLant of a tlwelling-house on 
whi~h th~ rates have been paid, is entitled to 
registration; lodgers, occupyingfortwelvemonths 
the same lodgings of the value of .£10, lmv,, a 
vote. They disqualify aliens and persons in 
receipt of parochial poor relief, and m that 
counr.ry only about one-sixth of the people are 
voters. That is a rnuch smaller proportion than 
we have. I think the figures of the Hmne 
Secretary show that considerably more than 
one-sixth of our population are voters. Coming 
now to u, colony, the conditions of which are 
very similar to ours, the colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope, what dn We ti nd '! Their <]Uahfica­
tion is occupation of house prorerty of the value 
of .£75, or receipt of a balary of £60. The elec­
tors mnst be able to sign their name~, and Btate 
in writing their occupations and addreRses. 
Coming back now to Americ", I should like to 
give a few particulars. I look upon this as the 
most important comparison of all, for America 
is the greatest and most progressive country in 
the wor-ld and if we do not follow its example 
we should treat with respect 1ts institutions. 
The following are the qmtlifications for voters in 
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·the lJ nited States of America :-

\-O'rDTG ()lJALTPICAT!O';S OP STATES X'm TERRITORIES. 

! PREVIOUS RE.'-lDK\Tf. RJ>XfCIRE:J-

States ancl Territories. I rre,1uuemenh as to Voters. 

--I--- --- ---- In State. In Country. 

Arkansas . 01t1zen:s of the Umted State:-; by nativity, or one who 1 year. 
! has declared intentions npon payment of poll tax 

H mouths 

Califm·nia 

Delaware. 

···1 Citizenship by nativity, treaty, or natnra.li.;;ation 
effected njnety days prior to election 

.. , Citizen( who have paid the eountry tax, except those 

no days 

:) months 

Florida 

Georgia ... 1

1 nnder twent\~-two Years ol<l 
... CitizenH by nath·Hy Or naturalisation who have pa.id 

poll tax 
6 

. .. i Rame as F_Iorida, and all taxes; but no soltlicr, sailor, 
1 or marme 

6 

Illinois 
Iowa 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 

... ! Same as Florida 

... ! ~a me a:;; Florida 1 0 m'Onth:-s 
Same as Plorida . . . ... .. . .. . .. . i 1 year ... 

HO days 
60 , 

Citb:ens who eau read and writ-e, or who pay taxes on 2 , 
0 months 
1 year 

~300 worth of property assessed in thmr own names 
or whoHe father or grandfather was qualified tu 
vote on lst .Jauuary, 186i 

~iaine S1me as Floritla, and citizens who had the right to 3 months 
vote on 4th January, 1893, who were sixty years of 

3 months 

age on that date, and who can read the Constltn- , 
tion ' 

)larvland 
)fon"tana . 

Sfl.me as Floridtt 1 y; ,tr . 6 , 
;)I) da;yf; Same as Florida, exeept that women may vote on 1 V , 

schoolllnestiou:; 
Xevada Same as Jnorida tl months :Jo 

n m~ntbs 2\ ew Hampshire Same as Florida. 1Yomen may vote upon sdwol 6 
(1uestions 

&ame as morida 
Same as .Florida 

! 1 year .. 
l-

5 
6 ,. 

New.Tersey 
Xorth CarOlina 
)hio 
rennsylvania 

Same as ::\Iontana ... l :Jo days 

lthode Island 
South C.wolina 

Citi:mnH by nati,;it~· or by naturalisation at lea~t one 
month pl'iortoelcction. [f twenty-two years oltl or 
more. must have paid tax within two years 

l 

Smne as Florida ... ... ... ... ... . .. 
Citizen by nativity or naturalis;ttion who can read and l year 

write any section of the Constitution, and who has 
paid all taxes, inclutling the tax on property ' 
a:-::...,e~;;cd nt ;)300, which must be pait1 six months' 
before eleetion 

~ow, compare the length of time that a voter 
must be in the States of America with the 
length of time he must he in Queensland, and 
reflect whPther we are lagging behind in respect 
to the franchise. \Vhen we compMe Queen.,­
land with a great and progressive country like 
America, we find that the people can obtc,in the 
franchise on much easier and more liberal terms 
here. \Vith regard to the diM]ualifications im­
posed in this partieular Bill, I Hgree with them 
as far as they go, but I do not think they g" far 
enough. \Ye are frequentlv told that in 2\ew 
'\outh "Wales they have an "advanced franchise, 
and that we should copy that State. I 
find that the following diKqualifications exist 
in New South IV ales: Any person who is in 
receipt of charity, or is in prison, or has ehe­
where been convicted of crime nuni-;hable in this 
State with death or penal servitude; any per­
son imprisoned for an aggregate of three months, 
without the option of a fine, within six months 
before election ; persons convicted of bribery or 
a similar offence within or before election; or if 
within a year before election, has been convicted 
of being an habitual drunkard, rogue, or vagaond, 
or has in existence an order for maintainance of 
wife or children, legitimate or otherwise; has 
been convicted of having committed a grave 
assault on his wife within one year. I should 
like to submit to the Home Secretary that 
when this Bill gets into committee he might 
very well consider whether he might not adopt 
some of those disqualifications. The Act there 
has worked very well, and if we are to copy the 

. example of New South \.Y ales at all, that is a case 

in point. In South ~-\.ustralia the disqualifica­
tions are silnilar to those we have here. In Nevv~ 
Zealand per~-<ms arH prohibited from voting if 
they nre idle or disorderly peroons, have been 
convicted as pubiic defaulters, or contribute 
nothing to thP revenue. In thi• State all those 
persons have exactly the same voting power as 
yourself, ::\lr. ::;tJeaker, or any 11inistPr or mem­
ber of the House. Is that fair, or just, or 
ettnitable? Tbe Home Secretary told us last 
night that this Bill iii not the legitimate conse­
quence of the Cummonwetdth franchise. Th>tt 
is something new. Have we not been told 
over and over a.g;,dn, 8\Br since th-::..t franchise 
became law, that we shonlcl follow on similar 
lines; that becanse the Commonwealth did a 
certain thine; \ie should adopt it? The Pr-emier 
him>c•lf told us last year, when the famous com­
pact was made, that it was not desirable that 
the Commonwealth should have one franchise, 
and this State another. Perhaps hon. gentle­
mE'n opposite did not know until the last day or 
two that in n•l other countrv in the world 
except Australia is there such a thing as a 
Commonwealth fmnchisc. And it would be a 
very good thing for Australia if we could do 
:cway with both the Commonwealth and the 
Commonwealth franchise. In all other Common­
wealths the State franchise is used. Therefore 
there is nothing in the argument that because 
the Commonwealth has adopted a certain fran­
chise we also ought to adopl; io. The Home 
Secretary recognised the ausurdi ty of the argu­
ment, thoug-h he must have known that it was 
the great argument that has been used through 
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the length und breadth of the country ever since 
the Commonwealth franchise wus passed. The 
Home Seeretary asked, "If this is not an urgent 
matter now, when will it be?" What is the 
object of giving the franchise but to enable 
every man and woman in the eountrv to 
have a vote for the election of meml>ei·s of 
this House? And does anyone imagine for 
one moment that we are likely to have a geneml 
election within the next si" or twelve months? 
In fact, there is no likelihood of an appeal to thP 
country for the next two or three years, for this 
little body of sixteen or seventeen cannot burst 
up the solid phalanx we see on the other side. 
That being the case, where does the urgency 
come in? And there is very little chance of get­
ting this sessinn a redistribution of se»ts or a 
reduction in the number of members. The 
Premier has told us that a reduction of members 
would me'm political suicide, because the House 
would have to go to the country immediately 
afterwards. But if we give the franchise to the 
people we should not withhold their right to vote 
for two or three vears. \Ve ought thic year to 
consider a number of very important matters, 
which should take up the whole of our time, 
such as the Dairy Bill, the Land Bill, and the 
Rabbit Bill. "\nd yet we are keeping back these 
ur~ent tueasures for the s::tke of a particnlar 
measure which cannot b~ put into force for the 
next three year". There is no urgency for the 
Bill at all. The Home Secretary alw told us 
that the conntrv endorsed the fmnchise at the 
recent election ;. but I have >Jclready dealt with 
that q nestion in my opening remarks, and I have 
no desire to repeat myoelf. And here let me quote 
a passage from a sperch of a verv much greater 
man than either the Home Secretary or myself. 
Sir Erlward Braddon, speaking on the :Franchise 
Bill in the Federal ParliamPnt, referred to this 
and other mattPrs. He saiu in the course of his 
speech-

It has no existence in the two lar~cr States. or in 
Quf'ensland, m· in '!'a<;mania. LcL ns turn to a conntrY 
in whi('h women :--ufl'rage llas existed longer than it lui:-­
anvwhere el~e-the rnited State" of America In 
\\T),oming it wa:-o introduced thirty-two :years ago, autl 
what is the position now of this lllOYmnent whicll the 
:Minister says is going forward by leaps and bonnds, ant'l 
gaining ground? After thirtr-two years female suf{­
rage exist~ in four States and territories, \Yith an ag­
gregate population of a li.ttle over 1,000,000 souls out of 
a total population of 77,0CO,OOO in the Fuited States. 

About 1~ per cent. of the American population 
have adult suffrage amongst that number, and 
the great majority possess no such franchise. 
Then pat5sing on he says-

These efforts have borne no frnit. One of my grf'at 
obJections to women suffrage is an objection ·which 
ha·~ been corroborated to a great extent, by what has 
fallen from the ::.vrinistel' for Home Affairs. I ob;ect to 
it as a Tory vote, as a Conservative vote. 

And then further on he Haya-
I object to the measure because I objeet to oon&cr­

YaLism and toryism, which retard progress and prevent 
the world mm·ing on. How do we find this particular 
principle taken np in the old country~ The Minister 
has told u::. of \V hat Pitt failed to do. He has told u~ 
how 1lr. Balfour spoke and vo1 ed in favour of this 
principle. 'rbe one occasion on which it was passed by 
the British Honse or Commons was 'vhen it was moved 
and carried by Conservatives. 

[Mr. JENI~INSON: vYhat are you quoting from?] 
I am quotmg from the speech delivered by Sir 
Edward Braddon on the second reading of the 
Franchise Bill in the :Federal Parliament­
Federal Hanscwd, page 1Hl3G. I do not wish 
to be mistmderstood ; I do not, intend tu vote 
against this meRsure. I have spoken many times 
in favour of giving a vote to women. I recog· 
nise there are many reasons why women should 
have votes, and the fa.ct that this measure will 
be of a very conservative character is not going 
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to frighten me in the least. It does not frighten 
the Home Secretary. I am glad to know t.hat 
he is no longer the extreme Labour man that 
he w:ts, and that a little conservatism does 
n(Jt frighten him now. And even if it should 
have that highly conservati ye effect, I should still 
be inclined to support the Bill for other reasons. 
\V omen have to obev the laws of this cm1ntry, 
and they are, gen8l:ally speaking, as intelligent 
as men. They are sometimes well educated­
often better educated than men; and if a woman 
has to obey the la we and has the intelligence to 
conform to them, I would not deny her the 
franchise, always pro,·iding that she wants it. 
There is not the immense differencl' between the 
sexes that some people think. \V e are all morP 
or less the creatures of circumstances, and not 
only does our environment affect ns, but our 
antecedents affect us. '\Ve know that in the 
middh· ages, and as far back as the dawn of 
history, woman was a mere chattel. \Ve know 
as time passed women increased in the social 
and intellectual sule. \V e know that the 
Christian religion, probably more than any other 
factor in the world, rai,ed woman nlmost, if not 
q nite, to the same plane as man. I confess I do 
not see my way to refuse her the franchise 
if she desires it; but I have great doubts 
whether >n1men really desire the franchise 
or not. If I thought a majority of women de­
.. ired the franchise I should have no hesitation 
whatever in giving it to them, and even if the 
majority did not want the franchise, I should 
not be just;fied io withholding 1t from ttny 
considerable minority. I intend to give the 
principle of this Bill my support, though I differ 
on certain matters, as I shall show the House 
presently. The Home Secretary told us also 
that the political pendulum swings from con­
servativism to Labour, and from Labour to con­
senatism, and then• is no question alout that. 
All the world is changing ; everything in life is 
changing. '\Ye know that communities, like 
individuals, get tired ; men love change, and 
commtmities loYe change. In fact, it may 
he laid down as a general rule that whateYer 
is true of the individual is true of the com­
munity; and. as individuals change, it is inevit .. 
able that communities should change also. That 
being so, I think the Home Secretary was right, 
and I am pleased to agree with him occasionally. 
In fact. I should like to agree with the hon. 
member whenever I possibly can, and I shall be 
prepm-ed to go some distance to do so; ant! the 
reason why I do not agree with him oftener is 
because the hon. gentleman does not get snffi­
mently near to the right line of truth to get 
on the right track. [Mr. }'oRSYTH: It is pos­
sibly due to his environment.] Yes. I am glad 
to know that he is an intellectual man, and, 
judging by his speech last night, he seems to me 
to give some evidence that he is getting away 
from his r8cent environment. I hope the process 
will continue, and if it does I have no doubt he 
will be a very useful member of society, and a 
useful l\Iinister, too. Of course, I do not mean 
to say that be i" not useful now, but that he will 
be more so. I do not intencl to go over 
his figures, because we have had so many 
tignres from the Home Secretary and from the 
hon. member for Bulloo, and the hon. member 
for Carpentaria, and it is not desirable that I 
should repeat them. There is no necessity to 
"gild refined gold " or "paint the lily," or any­
thing of that kind. The Home Secretary dealt 
at great length with this argument ; he said : 
Should there be different franchises in different 
States? He conveyed the idea that all the other 
States have pmctically the s&me franchise, but as 
a matter of fact it was pointed out that the 
franchise throughout the States was more or less. 
different, and there is not a great deal of differ-
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ence between our franchise and that of some of 
the other States. I believe I am right in saying 
~hat in some of the other States-Victoria, for 
Instance-the franchise is less liberal than in 
Queensland. Then he told us also that if the 
Commonwealth system is just, the State system 
must be unjust. I might go a little bit fur­
ther, and I think I will be just as logical in 
sayin@; that if the State system is just tbe 
Commonwealth system is unjust. I rl.o not 
think that the mere fact that the Common­
wealth has a certain system, more especially 
when we know that that system has not gil-en 
satisfaction and that a commission is sitting to 

review it so that Parli,lment may 
[8 p.m.] alter the system, is any argument 

why we should follow the Common­
wealth in this matter. I might argue with as 
much force that because we have a particular 
franchise which I be1iflve is right, and the Ce>m­
monwealth has a different franchise, therefore 
that different franchise must be wrong. \Ve 
have not to consider what the Commonwealth 
Parliament or any other Parliament has done. 
What we have to do is to examine the fncts and 
form our deductions from those facts. There is 
a reason why the franchise of the Common­
wealth should be a broader franchise than we 
have-that is, if it is wise to have a federal fran­
chise at all. A man may be in Queensland 
to-day, he may be a nomad, a bird of 
passage, a man who is not a permanent resi­
dent, who is not a citizen of the State as 
that term is understood. Is it reasonable that 
we should gi Ye that man the same say in the 
government of the country as we give to the 
permanent oonrZ fide citizens of the country; If 
the only duty of members of Parliament were to 
make laws civil and criminal, I admJt that in 
that case every man who lives in a country, 
whether he has any property or not, and no 
matter how long or short hi" stay may be, should 
have the same say in electing members of Parlia­
nJ.e:ut as other pers~Ji15, becGtu~!j lie its atuenaLle Lo 
the laws of the country. But we know that 
besides making civil and criminal laws members 
of Parliament ha.-e to vote money for the 
government of the country, and tint money is 
pro,·irled by the taxpayers of the country. If a 
man who is a mere bird of passage has the same 
say in the election of members of Parliament as 
other persons in the country who are perm an en t 
residents, he might vote for borrowing reck­
lessly, and stay in the country as long as wages 
are high, but when a reoction came he would 
leave the country and let the permanent residents 
bear the brunt of the extravagance to which he 
was a party. But with the Commonwealth it is 
a different matter. It is very easy to pass m·er 
the boundary from one State to another, but it 
is quite another matter to leave the Common­
wealth. Consequently, any man who is resident 
in the Commonwealth, whether his stake in the 
country is large or small, whether he remains 
long in one State or not, cannot escape the con­
sequences of misgovernment the same as the 
citizen of a State could. The Home Secretary 
told ns that an extensilm of the franchise and 
progress went hand in hand, and the inference 
to be drawn from that statement is that progress 
is the result of a wide franchise. [The Hmm 
SECRETARY: Oh, no.] Well, you said they went 
hand in hand. [The HmmSEORETARY: l'\o. I said 
the extension of the franchise was often followed 
by a great amount of material progress.] Very 
well; I will accept the hon. gentleman's correc­
tion that the extension of the franchise is often 
follower! by a great amount of material pro­
gress. The only inference we are warranted in 
drawing from that statement is that thiB material 
progress was the result of a brmtdened fran­
chise. If the hon. gentleman can prove that a 

broadened franchise would result in material 
prosperity-that it would make two blades of 
grass grow where only one grew before, that it 
would increase the number of our sheep so that 
instead of a lambing of liO per cent. this year we 
should have 75 per cent .. that it would give us 
25 bushels of wheat to the acre instead of 20 
hushels-in short, if he can show in any way that 
the broadening of the franchise would improve 
the country, there will be no need for any further 
argument in fa.-our of this Bill. But there is 
absolutely no more connection between material 
prooperity and a widened franchise than there is 
between Tenterden Steerle and the Uoodwin 
Sands. Two things may ocCtir at the same time 
and there may be absolutely no connection 
between them, and I am simply .astonished that 
a man of the intellectual attainments of the hon. 
gentleman should b,we attempted to mislead the 
Honse by a fallacious argument of that kind, 
and I feel it to be my duty to place it in its proper 
light before the House. The hon. gentleman 
also said that if you object to women having 
political views you must as reasonably object 
to women having religious views. Let ns 
examine that statement for a moment in 
the light of reason as Lord Bacon recom­
mendo, and see if it will otand the test. 
\V e know perfectly well that a great deal of 
misery and suffering has resulted in the past 
from attempting to interfere with people's 
religious beliefs. It has become a recognised 
doctrine in all civilised countries that the 
religious views of people are sacred, and that 
they are entire!_\' a matter between themselve" 
and the Creatur. The days are past when people 
are persecuted for their religious beliefs, and, if 
people want to get to Heaven, we "!low them to 
go to Heaven their own way. I go further at>d 
say that we have absolutely no right to coerce a 
man on account of his political views. I think 
it was John Stuart :Mill, or some other great 
~;~n-aJ!~r~1o;v, a greater,"nlan, t~1}:n, _ _;it_l~~~--~~~ 
ilUlllt:: ()t::l]HjVar.) Ul" !I1.}';:;t::H, i:U1U LllUI.> .l~ :::,ay lllt) d.. 

good deal-wbo said that, if all the people 
in the world except onP man were of one 
opinion, the whole world with the exception 
of that one man would have no more right to 
coerce him than he would have to coerce the 
rest of the world, if he had the power. That i~ 
the view I take with regard to relig-ious liberty. 
'There is aLsolutely no connection between the 
political and the reiigious views of women. In 
the Rarr1e \vay that we have no right to coeree 
people for their religious views, we have no 
right to interfere with the political views of 
people, however much we may differ with them. 
Of course, it is recognised that you must have 
majority rule, and the only question is what 
particular persons you are going- to exclude. 
Although I am as great a believer in the liberty 
of the subject as any per~on, I hold that we are 
quite jthtified in excluding certain persons from 
the franchise, and I think the Home Secretary 
will be justified in making this list of exclusions 
larger than it is at present; and, when the Bill 
gets into cc>mmittee, I sball be very glad 
indeed if, with that sweet reasonableness which 
is so characteristic of the hon. gentleman, he 
will listen to any reasonable amendment, no 
matter which side of the House it may come 
from. I do not propose to discuss anything con­
nected with machinery, because I would be out 
of order, I have no doubt; but I submit that, with­
out going into the machinery Bill in detail, I am 
quite within my rights in referring in a general 
way to the matter. Now, what would be the 
effect of this Bill if passed? \Vould it have any 
immediate effect, supposing a general election 
came off in two or three months? I should like 
the Home Secretary to tell me whether in that 
case women would have votes. If they would 
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not, what is the use of bringing in the Bill at all 
at the present moment? \Vould it not be just as 
well tn Jet it wait until next year, when we can 
put all the Bills through at the same time? 
Then, again, this Bill does not make anv provi­
sion for machinery. It does not provide that 
women shall vote by post. I am not going to 
ar!(ue now whether that is a good thing or not, 
but I think I would be justified in arguing that 
a Bill that does not contain a provision of that 
kind would not be of a workable character, and 
it is a question whether we shall be wise in 
passing the second reading unless, when we 
get into committee, the scope of the Bill would 
enable us to insert a provision of that kind. 
At the right time I shall express my views upon 
the que•,tion of women voting by post, and at 
present merely confine myself to remarking the 
absence of any provision of a machinery charac­
ter. There is something more that I would like 
to know abtmt the Bill. It is not apparent on 
the face of it whethAr this Bill does away with 
the property vote or not. Clause !i says-" So 
person shall be entitled to vote more than once 
at the same election." \Ve know that a man 
cannot vote more than once, but does it 
mean that he can use the residence vote 
and not the property vote, or does it mean 
that he can me the property vote and not 
the residence vote if he likes? lam in the dark, 
and I think it is a matter that we should have 
some information about. At first sight I took it 
to meau that a man would have a right of using 
the property vote if he liked, but he could not 
vote more than once; but, on looking into it 1nore 
closely, I am somewhat in doubt as to what is 
the meaning of the section. \Vhile it is desirable 
that a man should not wte more than once, it is 
of the greatest importance that he should ha,·e the 
right of deciding where he is going to ex:ercisG 
that vote. Take, for instance, myself. I may 
live in a rented house at Clayfield, whilst I have 
property worth thousands of pounds in Brisbane. 
Am I, nnder this Bill, compelled to vote in Clay­
field, and am I debarred from voting- in Brisbane, 
or, on the other hand, ''m I permitted to vote in 
Brisbane or in Clayfidd, Jnst as I think fit? 
It is very important that we should have 
accurate information with regard to that matter. 
It, as the Bill stand", a man is to be permitted 
to vote where he resides, nr where his property 
is located, whichever he thinks fit to do, then it 
is in the interest< of the country that it should 
be so stated. \VP have heard a great deal about 
the property vote, but I represent a dibtrict 
where the property vote does not count. I will 
not weary the House with figures, which can be 
made to prove anything. It was an American 
humourist who said that there were three de­
.,,criptions of lies-lies, -- lies, and statistics. 
The Home Secretary g-:we us statistics, but I do 
not intend to follow his lead. I should, how­
ever, like to say that figures are often mis­
leading, and we have received no really correct 
information as to the number of people who 
actually UHJ the plural vote. _\ number of 
people are down on the property qualification ; 
I am myself, though I am entitled to a 
residence qualification. I know hundreds of 
people who have a property qualification, and 
yet if they thought Jit they 'ould go on the roll 
on a residence <1ualific<ttion. \Vhen the hon. 
member for Bar coo gets up he does not tell us 
about these things. He says there are so many 
people w1th property on the roll, and therefore 
they repreHent corner allotment votes. I ven­
ture to say that 7ii per cent. of those people are 
;mtitled to the reRidence or household qnalifica­
tion. I have little more to say upon this matter. 
I dn not desire to go into the question whether 
black people should be allowed to vote, because 
it has been referred to at considerable length by 
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others. I can only say, in conclusion, that I do 
not intend to oppose the Bill ; in fact, if it goes 
to a division I shall record my vote in favour of it ; 
but an the same time I do not think the measure 
will be complete until we have other measures 
that will provide for the reduction of members 
and for the redistribution of seats. \Vhen all 
those measures have become law, and when the 
country has had >tn opportunity of returning, 
not seventv-two members, but., say, thirty or 
forty, ,md \vhen we have a franchise which is so 
broad that we can say of it that it offers 
facilities for every man and woman in the 
country to vote, the great grievance of the 
J_,abour party will be gone. In fact, with their 
grievg,nce gone, their occupation will be gone 
also and I venture to agree with wh>tt the 
Hm~e Se~retary said-that when the people 
h,we got this measure, when the present feeling 
subsides, and people look at things in t,he cold 
light of reason, the effect of this measure may be 
very different to what the hon. member for 
Barcoo anticipates. 

Mr. BARN.ES (Bulil,tba) : I think it will be 
generally admitted that this subject is one of 
very great importance to the community, and 
yet' to discuss the Bill at great length would be 
a mistake. Ther" can be no question that a 
majority of the House has decided in favour of 
the Bill, and to unduly discuss the matter would 
not be in the interests of business. 'l'here are, 
howev<'r, one or two remarks that I should like 
to make as briefly as possible. I have listened 
with great pleasure to the discussion, and especi­
ally to the remarks of the last speaker, who has 
supplied us with a fund of information. [Mr. 
PAGET: He has gone over the whole world.] 
He has gone over a considerable portion of 
the world, and put on record information 
which will be very useful for future reference. 
I would like to inquire as to what may 
be the probable effects of the Bill as re­
gards women. vVill women generally approve 
of it': I know there are to be found women 
representing both sides of politics who even at 
the present moment take a very keen interest in 
matters appertaining to elections ; but it is said 
that quite a large number of women are qui~e 
indifferent to pulitics. I have dten heard it 
argued that because a majority of women do not 
take an interest in the franchise, therefore those 
who do shonld be deprived of the rig·ht to exer­
cise it. As a supporter of women's franchise, I 
think it altogether unfair r8asoning to ~tssume 
that, because one particular woman or class of 
won1en refuse to exercise the franchise, women 
who are desirous of exercising it should be 
Jeenalised. I very sincerely hope that the 
time will not be fa.r distant-indeed, 1t cannot 
be-when women will have the privileg-e of 
exercisin;r their votes at a State election. [;\lr. 
PAGE'£: \Ve shall have a general election next 
year.] Perhaps the mantle uf prophesy has 
fallen on the hon. member for ?.Iacka\". \Vhether 
we have an election or not, my experience is that 
women have taken a keen interest in politics, 
although unable to exercise a 1·ote. During the 
last election fur Bnlimba one wom~n walked 
seveml miles to record a vote in my favour, being 
under the impression she was entitled to vote. 
That shows there is in the minds of some 
women a desire to take part in the politics 
of this State, and I want to say most 
emphatically th>tt I believe women should 
have a say in the government of the country. 
There can be no doubt that the influence of 
women in connection with the franchise of the 

country will be distinctly, in my 
[8.30 p.m.] judgment, for the good of the coun­

try ; and it does seem to me to be 
unfair that in the past we have practically said 
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·that women 'hall be responsible to the laws of 
the country and yet shall be deprived of the 
privilege of exercising the vote. Indeed, the 
Home Secretary very clearly pointed out that 
we have allowed them to vote in conn•ection with 
local government, and so forth, and yet have 
deprived them of the larger interests in connec­
tion with the government of the State. l would 
like to point out that there are women-women 
representing different associations, and repre­
senting a very import~nt part af the community 
-who, rightly or wrongly, believe that if they 
were able to have a say in the election of repre­
sentatives to this House it would have a very 
marked effect upon some of those things which 
they regard as great evils. vVe certainly 
nught to allow them to step in so that those 
particular matters ma,y be dealt with. I would 
like to refer to some of the charges which 
have been hurled against some on this side of 
the House as to their sincerity. It has been stated 
that the only members who have been sincere 
in this matter are those who are sitting on yonr 
right, Mr. Speaker. [A Government member: 
Hear, hear!] :-lome hon. gentleman on the other 
side say,, "Hear, hear ! " \Ve are prepared to 
admit that in this particular connection they 
have been sincAre, but surely they must extend 
to other members of the House equal sincerity in 
that direction! [Mr. Tc'R:<;EH: You have not 
shown it.] I do not know whether the hon. 
member speaks of us collectively or individually; 
but I am here to speak for myself, and I chal­
lenge that hon. member to prove from Han<a,rd 
that ~.t any one time when a Bill of this kind 
haR been introduced, I was ever found voting 
against it. \Vhen the Hon. the Treasurer 
was sitting on this side, and brought in a 
Bill, I voted for it. And yet the hon. member 
for Rockhampton North says that all on this 
side are inconsistent. [Mr. Tnt!-IER: I said col­
lectively, not individually.] The hon. member 
now appo,rently sits corrected, and I accept his 
explanation. I certainly did not cateh him 
making th>tt particular explanation. I join with 
the hon. member for Toowong in desiring to 
point out that while I am exceedingly sincere in 
my dc,ire to support this Bill, I would impre•,s 
upon the House the danger which seems to me to 
exist in connection with the way in which it has 
lleen bronght in. I refer to the fact of the 
absence of a machinery Bill and a ltedistribu­
tion Bill. The Premier, epeaking last night on 
the Bill now before the Hou,e, said· 

The Bill itself has one di.stinct purpo:;:.e, if no otber. 
Even if no machinery Bill and no other Bill dealing \Yith 
cleetoral reform were pas.~'Xl by thi.s or the next se;.;si.on 
of Parliament, it would do away with the plnral vote. 

I question very much whether it would do away 
with the plural vote. I am prepared to admit 
that in a sense it would do awa-,· with what is 
called the property vote. But ;vould it not, in 
another form, do that which would he a very 
great injustice, especially to electorates likR the 
one which I have the honour to represent--the 
largest in point of numbers of any single elec­
tomte in the State? If durinf( the passage of 
the Bill through committee it is found that, say, 
Dunwich should be tacked on to Bulimba, wh<tt 
would be the effect? It would simply be 
monstrous as far as that electorate is concerned. 
\Ve ha Ye v.bout 5,200 males and females without 
including Dunwich. \Vith Dunwich added a 
very serious injustice would be done nnder 
the present distribution of seats, in having to 
return only <•ne member, while other electorates, 
such as Burkc, Bulloo, and others which I might 
name, would have ectual representation. The 
Premier went 0n to say-

1Ye propose to have the principle of one adult one 
vote. This Bill in itself will not give a woman a vote 

in an effective form, because the machinery is not pro­
vided for getting her name on the roll. but it will pro­
vide that the males on the existing roll shall only vote 
once at an election, and that in its;elf will b~.> a distinct 
step in ad\·ance. 

I agree with the Premier that it would have that 
effect, but, again, I say the effect would be ex­
ceedingly unfair, and would he perpetuating in 
another form all the evils that are said to exist 
in cmmection with the plural vote under the 
present franchise. I understand there has been 
an arrangement come to between the leaders of 
the House for the debate to close at a certain 
time, and I have no wish to break that compact. 
I shall be pleased to support the second reading 
of the Bill, but only on tbe understanding that 
when it gets into committee some of those 
anomalies I have pointed out will be dealt with; 
and I shall be very pleased to assist those hon. 
members on this side who have already intimated 
that at that stage they will do their utmost to 
remedy some of the grave objections that are to 
be found in the Bill. I shall voce for the second 
reading. 

::\Ir. JE::'-JKIJ'\SON (Fass?jcrn): I should like 
to express, in the tirst place, my dissatisfact}on 
at the state of the House when such an nn­
portant measure as this is being discussed. 
There appears very little reason to doubt that 
we in Queensland at the present time are in 
the midst of an epoch ; and yet one has only 
tu look round the Uhamber to see the apathy 
that is displayed by the representatives of the 
people when we are discussing what is perhaps 
one of thg most important matter~ the House 
has ever been asked to give a vote and opinion 
upon. [Mr. HA\\'THORN: On which side?] On 
either side of the House. L:\Ir. CO\\AP: You 
have hardly been in your place ten minutes this 
week.] As far as the relative numhe"' of mem­
bers or' the House are concerned, hon. rnernbtrs 
on this side are represented just as fully as 
hon. members on the opposite side. It seems to 
me that hon. members sitting on thP- other side 
are practically gagged. They have evi­
dently no desire to give expression to their 
opinions, whatever they 1nay be, either to en­
lighten the Houoe or tu enlighten the country. 
Another reason for disappointment-although I 
believe it is not the reason why this m._<tsure has 
been brought forward-:-is that in thi,s critical 
time in the history of (,\ueensiand a measure is 
brought down which is practically not going to 
assist the people of this State one iota on the 
road tu prosperity. The country is in a rleplor­
able state; its finances in a parlous condition : 
there are a large number of nnemployed and 
destitute going round the country looking for 
work, and yet the principal mc;.sure of the Go­
vernment is a Bill confening the franchise on 
SOiH8 p(:'ople, when it is doubtfnl wheLher they are 
anxious to h~cve it or not. This is the interest 
they are ap,.arently taking in the welfare of the 
people of this State. There is ver:v- little doubt, 
from what has been said by tbe Minister 
introducing the Bill, and the Premier, that this 
i:1 n1ore a party mt:asure, to assist a party, and 
not to assist the country. [An honourable mem· 
her: \Vbich p>trty ?] T;,ere is cmly one dominant 
party on the other side, and this measure is 
evidently the price of their support to the gentle­
!nan who is the nominal leaLler of the Houhe. 
l::\lr. BowMAN: \Ve want no rats about it, any­
how.] I am surprised to hear that expression 
from the hon. member for :Fortitude V alley. 
Look over history, and see what has been the 
attitude of his leader, what has been the atti­
tude of the two or three hem. Q"entlernen who are 
now sitting on the Treasury b;;nches ? And yet 
he has the audacity to make use of an expression 
like that. \Vhere is the consistency of the hon. 

Mr. Jenkinson.] 



156 Electoral Fmnchise Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Eh-!'toral Franclzise Bill. 

gentleman? Has he any regard for truth at all 
when he uses that expression'! Either that, or 
he does not know the use of the term. 

ThP SPEAKER: Order ! 

Mr .. JENKINSOX : I repeat what I said in 
this Chamber some time ago, that I challenge him 
or anyone dse to show on any public platform or 
in this House any principles I haYe departed 
from. That challenge is thrown down to him or 
anyone else if they desire to take it up. He 
cannot '•"Y the same of his leader nor of se;eral 
of the other hon. members who are occupying 
seats on the .Treasury benches. Let him swee)' 
in front of h1s own doorstep before he attempts 
to do it in front of the door of other people. 
Judging by what has been said in this Chamber, 
and also on public platforms during the election, 
this is the price of the support of the Labour 
party to 11r. :.\lorgan and his colleagues. 
Once they get this measure through, it has 
been said by,members belonging to the Labour 
party they w1ll have no further use for the hon. 
gentleman who is nominal Premier---he can be 
cast aside to go on his own way. They used him 
as a crutch to get into Parliament, ttnd the 
crutch will be thrown aside when they get this 
meamre through. [An honourable member: 
'What will they do ':J I have not the slightest 
idea what they will do, but, in my opinion, they 
will make hnu very much more insignificant in 
the eyes of the country than the hon. gentlenwn 
is to-day.. The Home Secretary introduced lhts 
measnre m a mrJdest way-probably conce'tling 
hi::; r~al desitt. -and, in giving the information to 
the House, stated that the party behind J\Ir. 
M org-an waR not really anxionR to introduce 
measures that were of benefit to the country. 
The measure of the session was to be a _Franchise 
Bill. Once get that through, and they could 
turn their attention tn other matters which 
were of vital eff 'et to the welfare of the people 
of this Strrte. The hon. member for Clermont, 
both prior to this election and during th~ time 
of the l'le~twn, gave utterance to practically the 
"am a sentiments, and they were also endorsed by a 
gentleman who was brought up eYidently by smue 
genbleman on the othersineofthe House- -although 
the Premier thought fit to cl'my it at a public 
meeting-who apparently gave the whole show 
away. [~Ir. KErrn: Who is thaP) ,John 
Norton. [::\Ir. KE!lR : I heard the hon. member 
for Fassifern brought. him up.] I am very 
doubtful whether the hon. member e,·er did any 
8Uch thing, but, n·< a matter of fact, I have ne,·er 
spoken to l'l1r. X orton in my life, and I am not 
particnbrly anxious to do so. He is, judging by 
the company he keeps, one who might be 
e:..pect,~cl to a~RociatP with the hon. men1ber for 
Barcoo. It is stated in the Press that the exist­
ing coalition i& simply for the purpose of securing 
ek;ctoral reform. I believe that is honestly the 
desire of the members of the Labour party who 
are snppnrting 1\'Ir. iYiorgan at the presont time 
-for tbat rarticular purpose, and that only. 
[Mr. l'ILH· c\HTKEY: I belie'e that is the compact. J 
I believe that is the compact, written or un­
written. I beliHe they are relying on it. 
Other hon. members also during the time of 
the election gave utterance to the same senti­
ments, and if hon. members of the Chamber 
were sufficiently interested, they would find on 
looking over the newspaper file's in the various 
electorates during the election that these nttPr­
ances were made on the public platforms when 
tbey were seeking the suffrages of their own 
constituents, and there was no desire at that 
particular time to conceal their real motives. 
But here, apparently, they are willing to sit 
silent, and not open their mouths or give utter­
an~e to then· real and true sentiments. As far 
as this Bill is concerned--the question of elec-

[Mr. Jenl;;inson. 

toral reform-it is practically one of those 
shibboleths t'1at every party has used for 
years and yea1 s. But there are different kinds 
of electoral 1 eform, and I am not quite so 
sure that th.e majority of hon. members of 
this House were returned pledged to sup­
port a Bill on the same principles as are 
enunciated in the one that we have before us 
at the present time. H is not likely ta affect 
me personally. I beJieye that throughout the 
country the question of gidng women a vote is 
one that will appeal to a good many, and I 
believe it will have a good effect in political life. 
I hHe nothing whatever to fear from it, and I 
believe a good many members on both sides are 
in that position, too. This Bill contains many 
innovations-innovations that have been spoken 
of and thought about for some considerable time. 
First, it gives every man a vote. I am not quite 
sure that that principle itself is a just one-that 
i•L•cing every man in the community, no 
matter who he may be, on the . same level, 
is one that will really commend JtRelf to the 
thinking portion of the COm1!1Uility, \\Thy should 
n. man who has bE-en working for some 
considerable timP, and managed to save a com­
petence or sufficient to keep himself, be placed 
on the same level a~ another man 'vho spends 
the whole of his suhstance perhaps in drink? 
[Mr. lYil'RPHY : Or probably in an unlucky 
sr eculation, and losc·B it.] That does not enter 
into the question at all. I ;•m just 1 a king the 
caFe of tvlo"o individuals~a man ,,rho works hard 
and tries to save sufficient to keep him in the 
time to come when he will not be able to work, 
and who will not be a burden on the State; and 
another man who, with every shilling he gatB, 
practically puts it clown his throat, and 
does not· care a continental what becomes of 
thn State. It appears to me ,·ery unfair 
that these two men should he classed in 
the same category, and be looked npon as 
equal to enjoy the full rights of c!tizenship. 
This levelling down-for that 1s what 1t means­
has newr ar,pealed to me. I never could see 
why some people who waste their snbstance 
should be placed on the same level as those who 
by hard work or in some other way have become 
Letter citizens. As someone stated, the prin­
ciple is that nf a man behind calling out. to those 
in front, "Heigh ! you fellows, you are getting 
along too quickly, come back and let us a~! 
crawl together." This levelling clown process 1s 
the bedrock and bottom of the platform of the 
Labour party, and its adoption will take away 
from men the inducement to become respectable 
and honest citir.ens, and make provision for 
tht·ir old age. Such a. scheme will not raise 
a desirable class of citizens in Queensland 
or anywhere else. It is an old principle tC!at 
there ·shall be no taxation without representa­
tion ; but this proposal will violate that prin­
ciple, inasmuuh as a man w~o has acc~mmlated 
a little property on which he 1s taxed will not be 
entitled to Rny representation in respect of that 
proprrty. lfrnm what has been said by previous 
speakers- notably by the hon. member for 
Toowong-the corollary atbche.d to one adult 
one vote is one vote one value-m other words, 
that every man and woman in the country shall 
have equality of voting power. If that principle 
is carried to its logical conclusion, then each 
representative of those people in this House 
should have equality of voting power. I should 
like to point out to members representing coun­
try districts what one vote one Yalue means to 
them. I cannot see what is going to stop mem­
bers who are returned on this question of one 
adult one vote from being pushed by their 
constituents t0 the acceptance of one vote one 
value. \V e know that there is a tendency in 
all parts of Australia, and it is particularly 
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noticeable in Queensland, for people to collect 
in the cities and towns, so that the result of 
one adult one vote accompanied with one vote 
one value will mean that five-sixths of the mem­
bers of this Assembly will be electad by our 
cities and towns. Speaking roughly, out of 
seventy-two members sixty would be representa­
tives of centres of population like Brisbane, 
Ipswich, Gympie, l\Iaryborough, Mackay, 
Townsville, and Charters Towers; and the re>ult 
of that would be that members representing 
country districts would have extreme difficulty 
in getting what they cun,idered fair play for 
their electorates. The hon. member for \Varrego 
referred to the question of giving women a vote. 
I have always been an advocate for that prin­
eiple, and on every occasion when the question 
has come up in this House I haYe voted in 
favour of it. But judg·ing from what the Premier 
said last. night it seems very improbable that the 
privilege is conferred upon women by this Bill, for 
without a machinery Bill it is absolutely impos­
sible for women to geb their names on the 
electoral roll. The hon. gentleman said-

This Bill in itself will not give a. woman a. vote in an 
effective form, because the machinery is not provided 
fo;: getting her name on the roll, but it \Vill provide 
that the males on the existing roll shall only vote once 
at an election. 

Therefore, this measure does not really confer the 
franchise on women. There is no provision 
made for the machinery to accomplish that, nor 
are we sure that we shall have the maehinery 
Bill providing for the enrolment of women. 
\Vith regard to this Bill doing away with the 
plural vote, I am not quite certain that. it will 
have that effect. Hon. members have only to 
look at the wording of the clause dealing with 
that quEstion to see that it is of doubtful inter­
pretation. The wording is exactly the same as 
that in the Commonwealth statute, but nn case 
has been yet tried under that section. I have 
long held the opinion that it does not do away 
with plum! voting, and I believe that that 
opinion would be upheld if a test case were 
brought before the court. The clause in 
this Bill and in the Commonwealth Act 
was taken from the Victorian Elections Act, 
which provides that each elector shall vote once 
only, and apparently it g-ives the principle of 
one elector one vote. The words "no person 
shall vote more than once at thA same election," 
which constitutes the provision in the Victorian 
Act, seem to emphasise that principle, bnt the 
Appeal Court in Victoria has decided that it 
does not provide for one elector one vote-it 
simply provides that no elector shall vote more 
than once in the same electorate. Hon. mem­
bers will oee that the provision in this Bill is 
capable of that interpretation, and as we have 
no machinery Bill there ii3 no penalty attached 
to voting more than once. I am perfPctly 
satisfied that if a case were taken to the court 
on that proviRion the judges would rely on the 
decision of the Victorian Full Court that it 
means that an elector shall vote only once in 
the same electorate. In company with other 
hon. me m be re, I am rather sorry that we are 
to have no machinery Bill brought down at 
the present time, and also another Bill which 

is the necessary corollary of this­
[9 p.m.] a Bill for a redistribution of seats. 

It is nothing short of a public 
scandal that we &re continuing, not only under 
the present franchise, but that we are asking 
the people of this State to return the same 
number of members as we did prior to federa· 
tion. It is all nonsense to talk about the fact 
that this will bring about a reduction in the 
cost of running the government. I was not 

quite sure what was the meaning of the Home 
~ecretary when he med the phrase last night 
that before we could assimilate the electoral 
machinery we must asshuilate the franchise, 
ttnd then we can come down with what members 
on both sides believe is necessary, and that is a 
reduction in the cost of governrnant. There 
are several members on the other side who say 
that the best way to bring about a reduction in 
the cost of government is by the abolition of 
the Upper House; and, if they can only get 
this Electoral Bill passed, they will have the 
power given to them to return a sufficient 
number of m em hers to this House, and then they 
will be able to carry out their will and abolish 
the Upper House. The hon. memller for Car­
pentaria is quite wrong in that matter. They 
have the power to appoint members to the 
Legislative Council who will abolish themselves, 
if they like. There is nothing to prevent them 
doing so. There is nothing to prevent them 
brin,;ing in an amendment of the Constitu­
tion A<:t. They have the machinery at their 
disposal, and, if they come tack to this House 
in sufbcient force, I have not the slightest doubt 
that will be their ultimate aim, so that there 
will be no impediment to their carrying any 
legislation they df><;ire. It is my intention, 
seeing that this Bill contains a princir.Je that I 
believe in, to vote for the second reading; but, 
at the same time, I 1<egret with other metnbers 
on this side that there is no machinery Bill 
accompanying it, and, according tu what the 
Premier says, we are not likely to get it-not 
this session, at all events-and Polso that there is 
no likelihood of a Bill for a redistribution of 
seats in this Assembly. 

::\Ir. HA WTHORJ'\ (Enog{lcra): I do not 
intend to detain the House very long, iri view of 
the agreement that we should adjourn at 9 
o'clock or a little later, but I wish to say that it 
is very satisfactory to the GO\·ernment to httve 
brought in this Bill w early in the session, 
because, in spite of what has been said by some 
hon. members on the other side, I hold that the 
pa,st elections have shown distinctly that a Bill 
of this kind is acceptable to the majority of the 
people of llueensland. I consider that the 
majority of tbe people of thi8 country are quite 
tit to he entrusted with the business of electing 
representatives to Parliament. In the United 
States, in ~on~ Australia, and in ?ther. States 
of Australia, one man one vote IS Ill exu;tence) 
and I consider the people of those States are in 
no way better than the people of qneensland, 
and therefore our people arA perfectly entit,Jecl to 
have thes,me rights as the people in t.luwe '-'tates. 
:Further than that, the J<'ederal Legisiatnre has 
provided that one man one vJte shall b•e in force 
for the Commonwealth Parliament, and it is an 
anomaly that we should have onr State elections 
run on different lines to those m connection with 
the federal elections. I further say that it would 
be the cause of great disappointment to the 
people of (;!neensland if a Bill of this kind was 
not passed. The fac.t that the Premi~r has 
practically promibed to have the machinery Bill 
introduced so soon as possible does away with 
any objections to that Bill not being brought 
forward simultaneously with this Bill. I pre­
sume tbat, as soon as time will pertJJit next 
session, the machinery Bill will be brought in, 
and that the objections raised hy the 0]'positinn 
on that ground will therefore disappear. The 
main item in connection with this Bill is the 
granting of the franchise to women. \Voman 
suffrage is a principle that is generally recognised 
all over the world, because, after all, giving the 
franchise to women io only the political recog­
nition of their status. At present they have 
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the full right to enter upon any trade, to engage 
in any business, to sne and be sued, to engage in 
any profession, and generally to carry out the 
full rights of citizemhip, so that there is nothing 
to debar them from having the electoral fran­
chisP as well. It is merely a recognition of 
the principle. It does not me>tn giving them 
any further rights of citizenship, but merely 
putting on the electoral rolls a certain number 
of electors ; and the experience of countries 
where the franchise has been granted to women 
goe> distinctly to show that the general posi­
tion of political parties is really not affected 
by the conferring of the franchise on women. 
It has had no effect in making parties uneven 
or in any way different to what they were 
before. At present there is some ide'1 that 
probably the women's vote will give one section 
of the community a very much larger influence 
in future elections. That might have been so 
in past federal elections; but, as soon as the 
system is parfectly in vogue, I am of opinion 
that the position of parties will be about the 
same as it is under the present franchise. If we 
want good government, there is no sr.fer and 
surer way of getting it than by entrmting thP 
full pri Yileges of the ballot to the women of 
Queensland. [Government members: Hear, 
hear!] 

Question-That the Bill b~ now read a second 
time-put and passed, amid Government cheers. 

The committal of the Bill was made an Order 
of the Day for Tuesday next. 

ADJOLJRXMEXT. 

The SECRETARY FORFCBLIC LAXDS: 
I move that this House do now adjourn. The first 
business on Tw:o>day will be the second rec<ding 
of the Dairy Eill, and after that the committee 
stage of the Electoral Franchise Biil. 

Ho~. R. PHJLP: \Vill the hon. gentleman 
tell us when we m q expect the :B'inancial State­
Inent "? I understood it wao to cotne on on 
Tuesday next? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The Treasurer tells me th<tt he will be ready with 
his Financial Statement next Thursday evening. 

Question put and passed. 

The House adjourned at ten >minutes past (I 
o'r;-lnl'.k. 

Questions. 




