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14 Questions. [c\.SSEM:BLY.] Clzinese at Proserpine }/fill. 

'fHGRSD.H, 22 SEPTEMBER, 1904. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. A. S. Cowley, HerbeJ't) 
took the chair at half-pa,,t 3 o'clock. 

QUESTIONS. 
RE·El'<ACTliiEXT oP MAHSUPIAL AcT. 

Mr. HA~'TILTON (Ch-egor1J) asked the :"ecre­
tary fot· Agriculture--

Is it his intention to re-enact the 1.\farsupial Act this 
ses!3ion, which expires this year~ 

Th" SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. D. F. Denham, Oxlc!!) replied-

Yes; in an amendt:i form. 

BURNI:'."' LANDS. 

i'IIr. NORMAN (J!aryborouqh) asked the 
Secretary for Lands, without notitil-

lrhcn he intended ~o la.\- upm. tbe table of the House 
the reports of J.'Ir. G. rhHlips in connuction with the 
Burnett lands? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. T. Bell, Dalby) replied-

I do not vropose to lay the report;;.; upou the table 
nntll they have been considered b.~· }.iinistcr:::. 

BREEDING POLICE HORSES. 

Mr. LESINA (Clcnnont) asked the Home 
Secretary-

1. Upon whose recommendation wa~ a ,stud farm for 
the breeding of police horses opened at \Yoodford? 

2. \Vhat is tbe estimated annual cost of the innova~ 
tion? 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. P. Airey, 
Flinde?'S) replied-

1. rl'he Commissioner of Police. 
2. £20. 

[Mr. Nielson. 

PuRCHASE OF PoLICE HoRsE,;. 

Mr. LESIN A asked the Home Secretmy­
llas he any ')bjection to lay upon the table of the 

House all partieulars, etc .. in connection with the pur­
chase by the Police Commissioner of thirty-five aged 
hor:<es, at abont £11 per head, for police remount pur­
posn, .from a station of whiel; John r .. eahy js managing 
director and :\!fr. Okeden, jnnr ., is manager? 

The HOME SECRETARY replied­
-so objection. 

ELJl~CTIONS TRIBUNAL. 
l"ANEL m· AssEssoR~. 

The 8P}~AKER: Pur"nant to the require­
ments of the Elections Tribuno>l Act of 181'6, I 
now lay on the table n1y ,,varrarr~ n<nninating­
the panel of assos<>rs for t;le trial of election 
petltions during the pre--;ent P-Ysion. 

PIUXTINU co;1niiTTEE. 

On the motion of L,e PREMIER (Hon. A. 
JHorgan, TVa; n·ick), it was formally resolved-

1. 1".'l1at. in complianee wit.h Standing Order No. 
301, a Select 'Committee he aypointed to m ...:ist Mr. 
Spe:t1{Lr in all matte1's "d1icl1 relatA to the yrinting to 
ho executed by order of the House: and for the pur~ 
110se of ~electing and ar't·anging for printing returns 
and papers pref:'cnt.ed iu pnrt5rance of motions made lly 
membcre-. 

:2. That such commitL~e consist of the fo11owing 
members:-1\ir. Speaker, the Chairman of Committees) 
Mr. Tolmie, Mr. Paget, }lr. Burrows, Mr. Kcnut, Mr. 
r. J. Leahy . .:\!fr. Jenkinson, and :J'Ir. 3TOl·gan. 

STANDING ORDERS CG:;\1MITTER 

On the motion of the PREMIER (Hon. A. 
?,I organ), it was formally resolvAd--

rrhat the Standing Orders Committee for the pre:o;ent 
>ession consist of the following members :-J!Ir. 
Speaker. the Chah·man of OommitteeF,, J/Ir. ::\iacu-rtney, 
Mr. Ilardacre, J.Ir. Porrest, ::\1r. Hawthorn, 3-ir. Kerr, 
and Mr. J!Ior;:~an, with leave to ~it during any adjourn­
ment, and authority to confer upon subject~• of mutual 
concernment with any committee appointed for similar 
vnrposes h~· the Legislative Ctmncil. 

AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS BILL. 
FIRS1' READING. 

On the motion of Mr. l'AGET (i1fackav), this 
Bill wa;; read a first ti1ne, and the second reading­
made an Order of the Day for Thursday, 6th 
October. 

:-"l~PPRESSION OI<' .TUVEl\iii~E SMOKING 
BILL 

FIRST liEADIXG. 

On the motion of Mr. ~IACARTNEY ('Too­
.,. ong), this Bill w.ts rec.d a first time, and the 
second reading mo>de an Ord"r of the Day for 
Thursday, 20th October. 

BALA:NCE-SHJmT, PROSERPINE MILL. 

On the motion of ?,Ir. KENNA (Bowen), it 
was formally resolved-

That there be laid on the table of the House a copy 
of the balance-sheet of the Proserpinc mill for the year 
1903. 

CHINESE AT PROSERPINE MILL. 

On the motion of Mr. KENNA, it was 
formally resolved-

That there he laid on the table of the House copies of 
all correspondence relating to the employment of 
Chinese at the Proserpine mill. 
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PROSEHPINE Ii\QUIRY. 

On the motion of Mr. KENNA, it was 
also formally resolved-

Tha-t there be laicl on the tahle of the House copies of 
·chc el'idcnce ta1~en at the recent inqulry at Proserpinc, 
together with Dr. JIH:x\\·ell':s report tllereon. 

DR. MAX\U~LL'S EXPENSJ<:S. 

On the motion, standing in l\:Ir. Kenna's name, 
to which '' b'ormal" had been calli-" That 
there be laid on the table of the Hou'e a retmn 
'bowing (a) the total amount drawn c:«ch y··.:tr l1y 
1)r. l\Iaxwell for travelling allo\vnnet . ., since his 
first eng.1genH··nt; (/,) the items thereon ·'-being 
~·Jled-

Mr. KEK:t\), 'aid : \Yith the consent of th~ 
Hotme, I wish to alter this motion by adding the 
words "cab and bnggy hire and sten.mer fan.,'' 
to the end. 

The SPEAKER : 'rhe hon. memher cannot 
n1~tke that altera~ion now, as thF 1notion is a 
forma I one. He can only do ·.,by the unanimous 
leave of t 11e House. Is it the wish of the House 
that thf' motion lw so amended? 

HoNOcHAHLE J\lE3ITIP:m;: Hear, hcctr! 
The 1'RE3IT Im : =" o. 

The SPEAKER: Do I underc;t,mcl the hon. 
1nen1ber to say ''l\o''? 

The PRE3!IEI\: Yes. 

The SPEAKER: Then the hon. member for 
Bowen cannot move the motion in the amended 
form. He must move it as it stands on the 
paper. 

The motion was then put and carried in its 
original form. 

SITTING DAYS-ORDEH O:F' BUSINESS. 

The PREMIER : I mo,·e-
That, unless otherwise ordered. the House will meet 

for the despatch of business at 3 o'clock p.m. on 
'ruesday, 'Wednesday. Thnrsday, and Friday m each 
week; and that on Tuesday, 1Vednesday, and Fridny, 
and after 7 o'clock p.m. on Thursday, Government 
husincss do take precedence of all other business. 

I called "Not formal " to this motion because I 
understand that some hon. members desire to 
speak upon it. The motion is. as you are aware, 
offered in the usual form, and in a form that has 
been found conYenient to Parliament for many 
years past. In recent years there ha·, been a desire 
expressed by some hon. members to substitute a 
day ~itting on :Friday for the evening ~ittiog, so 
as to close at an hour which w Juld permit 
members residing in country electorates within 
reach by railway to get away by the evening 
trains on Fridays. I understand that that 
feeling prevails "among a certain number of 
members to-day, and that that is the aspect of 
the question which it is desired to raise in the 
discussion which will follow. I am quite pre· 
pared to admit that this is a matter which should 
be determined in a manner which will be most 
convenient to members generally, but 'I would 
ask hon. members on both sides of the House 
to remember that not only the convenience of 
members but the convenience of MiniAters also 
should be had in remembrance when the matter is 
under consideration. In the Federal Parliament 
the system of Friday day sittings has been 
observed since the beg-inning. \Vhetber it works 
well or not I am not in a position to say, but I 
have no doubt it is a convenience to members 
who desire to get to their homes fnr the week end 
recess. The proposal to have day eittings on 
Fridays is not new; indeed, we had :l<'riday day 
sittings in the Legislative Assembly of Queens-

land many yeara ago. [Hon. R. PHILP : Only 
in the mornin!i.] [Hon .. K B. }'orums'l': They 
closed at 1 o'clock.J I am not in a pos1tion to 
speak from personal knowledge on t!Je subject, 
but the information I have been <tble to pos,,ess 
mvself of would lead to the conclusion that 
th.8 exprrin1ent was n'ot alrogether a success. ·"\.t 
the Friday morning sittings, when there was 
~enerally a thin House, advnntage was taken by 
hon. me.nbers to raid the Treasury-too often 
succes~fnlly. I do nnt desire to R ... e that repPated 
now. Xo doubt tbe opportunities for ruiding 
the Treasury are not ;:;\0 frequf:'nt no\V a-; then, 
since the rnanagenwnt l)f roads and bridge·~ has 
been taken ovu from the Central P,trliament hy 
the local authoritie.. lf the m·•jority of the 
IIouse desiret. to mnke any change in regard to 
:Friday sittings, I sincerely hope that a morning 
sittingwillrwtbe initiated, bnt that members will 
1Je content to meet earlier if thtoy desire to rise 
urlier. I believe the.t is tbe object hon. 
members have in ,·iew. and I should like to put 
one othet· :.8pect of t;;e question before the 
H OUH a" preliminar~· to the discussion, and that 
is, that with the time at the dispo;al of the 
Hou.;;e, if r.·e are to conclude ou1· bu":;:ness 
before Christm>'g,-:::nd l sincerely hope we 
shall so conclude it--it will be necesbary 
to devote all our tirw-~ .sittir.g four da~.- J ~ 
vYef-::k to the consideLttion uf bnsinv,s; and 
if we shorten our sittingti there is a prospect 
of imperilling legislation. That is an aspect of 
the matter which hon. members who are par­
ticularly interested in cert.tin legislation should 
keep bAfore their Yiew. l\finisters h:tve plenty 
of work to offer the House, and, so far ag I am 
able to see, we shall require a.Jl the time we can 
get sitting four days a we<:·k in order to accom. 
plish the whole, or even the larger part, of that 
legislation. However, I recognise that this is a 
matter which should be determined in n manner 
calculated to suit tlw. convenience of the majority 
of hon. rnembe", and I am prepared to listen to 
any arguments that may be offered in support of 
a change. 13ut I hope hon. members will not 
make a change without a full consideration 
of the possible consequences. There can be no 
doubt that it would be a convenienc.• to mem­
bers residing on the North Coast, the South 
Coast, and the Darling Downs to be able to 
get to their ho1ne..; on Friday evenings. The 
train service to my own electorate is so wretchedly 
inefficient that I could not gee home on a Friday 
if the House did rise earlier. However, I am 
prepared to listen to anything tha.t may be 
advr,nced in support of the change I have in­
dinted. At the ''<me time I hope th"t while 
members who reside in country districts are 
natumlly de>-irous of consulting- their own con­
venience tbey will not take a step which mny be 
inconvenLnt to others. I subn1it the 1not-ion in 
tb e form in which it stands on the paper. 

::\lr. ::V:IcDOXKELL (Pm·titudc Vallep) : I am 
pleased tha.t the Premier has given us the oppor­
tunity of discussing this matter. I think this is 
an opportune time to make any departure so far 
as the sittings of the House are concerned. 
There is a feeling among a large number of mem­
bers that we should haYe an' earlier sitting- on 
:Friday so that it may terminate earlier. This 
mode of doing business has been adopted, I 
believe, with a good deal of success in the 
Federal Parliament, and I think that if the 
Government are prepared to accept an amend­
ment on this motion we shall have exactly the 
same amount of time for the transaction of 
busineos on Friday by beginning earlier in the 
day as we have had by sitting at half· past 3. 
Members no doubt recognise that on a J!'riday, 
when the weather is hot, there is sometimes no 
great disposition on the part of many members 

Mr. M cDonnell.] 
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to do much business, and, as a matter of 
fact, there is not a great deal of business 
done on a Friday night till a late hour. 
At present there are a large nnmber of country 

memhers, and, if theHou,;emetearly 
[4 p. m.l and adjourned early on Friddy, they 

would have an opportunity of 
getting to their homes ; btH, if the House sits 
till the hour that it has heretofore sat on Fridays, 
those members will be unable to get home. The 
Premier mentioned that in the early days the 
House had early sittings on Fridays, and he was 
doubtful as to whether they were a success ; but 
I woulrl point out that the House is differently 
constituted now. Questions such '" that to 
which the Premier himself refened-the dis­
cus,ion of divioional board questions--used to 
occupy a great de ,1 of time in those days. I 
think there is a di,po,ition <m both sides of the 
Hou'e in the present day to do business, and I 
feel c"rtain that, if the Hou•e meets in the 
early mornin~;·, we shall be ahle to get 
throug-h much more business than we used 
to f<' t through when the House sat late 
on Friday night, and a lar~·e number of lnen1-
bers would be able to get to their homes 
fairly early on Friday. I know a good many 
country n1emhers are favotu·able to this s.ugge':i­
tion, and I hope that the Government will con­
sider jt favourably. I do not wi:;;h, in moving 
an amendment, to encrr,ach at all upon the time 
of Jlifinbters, but I think that Ministers will be 
able to soe thPir way clear to give 1 he time which 
they will undoubtedly be asked to gi,-e if there 
is an early morning sitting. That is about the 
only objection to consider : and, from the 
rernark~ of the l~ren1ier. I irna.&:ine. that :Mjnis­
ters have verv lirtle objection cto offer on that 
score. [The P!lE;I!lEH: vVe have an objection to 
offer to Inorning sittings-no~. to afternoon 
sittings.] The amendment I propose to submit 
-and I hope the Gov.•rnment will accept it~--is: 
_.~:\_fter the wnrd ''and" on the 2nd Jinf', to insert 
the words "at 10 o'clock a. m. un Friday in e.wh 
week, thP. sitting on Friday to terminate at 
5 p.m." [Hon. lt. PHI LP: Say 8 a.m.1 I would 
have no objection. \Vith the usud,l half-hour':; 
grace, that \vould 1nean that we shon d nwet at 
half-paRt 10, adjow ning for lunch at 1 o'clnclc; 
n1eeting again :tt 2 nr half-pot .... t 2, and g1)ing on 
nntH :) o'clock. \Vhen tbe sitting- wuu1d terw 
minate. 

Ho:-~. R. PHILP (Tmrns1 I le) : I hope that th" 
Govcmmentwill not accept the omeudment. It 
would be Yel"Y inconVt .. nie11t for hon. rnmnbers who 
are in business in the city, ::tt all cventt->, t•) cnme 
here at 10 o'rlnck on J?riday :mor11in~;..::. [~Vlr. 
McDoNNELL: \Ve would not meet till h ,lf-!Jast 
10.] \Ve:l, it wonld he in cot~ veniPnt to cnrnt-' here 
at h>l!f-past 10. I shoulrl imagine aloo th"t it 
would not lie ver~r diffJcult, witjh a sitring like 
that, for three or f1nu· hon. !Y1e1nbers to stone\vall 
any husineos. A not h. r objection is that Friday is 
one of the bu~ie:-::t day~ in the week for memhtws 
who have other hu~ines~e:-; to attelld to-it is 
mail de,y for the Nor• h. 'With the big majority 
b~bind the GovernnlPnt, I do not suppos!-' they 
w11l need to het' them all here. They might 
spttre six, ~r even :J. dozt~n, for a day or a we?k. 
[The THEAsumm: Take it in rchys.] Of course 
·we can only prot~.:..;c;t on this sirle of the 
House; but I think it would be very unw~<e 
for the Government to accede tn the wish 
of the hon. member for li'ortitude Valley. 
It might suit sorne hon. n1embt-rs to n1eet !it 2 
o'clock and conclude the sitting at 6 o'cl• ck but l 
do not think there would be very much bt{siness 
done in the morning. h would be very harcl to 
get a House at 10 in the morning. L Vlr. KEHH: 
How do they keep the Federal Parliament 
together?] Some hon. members are too apt to 

[Jf r. 1VI cDonnell. 

quote the l<'ederalParliament. Only yesterday the 
seconder of the Addreso in Reply quoted a bad 
thing that is done by the Federal Parliament. 
As the Premier said, we have sat on Friday 
night for a long time, and I do not think any­
one has been much inconvenienced. By and 
by we shall have to sit on :i'lfonday, and perhaps 
on Saturdr,y. Personally, I dare s:1y I could 
manage to attend on Friday mornings, but there 
are a nurnher of business men who could not 
come, and I h"pe the Premier will not accept 
the amendment. Besides, it is not fair to 
J\linister,; to expect them to come here on 
Friday mornings, as their work would all get 
behind. 

The PRE:\IIER: I am not prepared to accept 
the amendment offered by the hon. member for 
l<'ortitude Valley. .Minister.s are quite prepared 
to submit to some inconvenience in order to n1eet 
the convenience of hon. members generally, but 
the limitation of the hours of sitting on Friday is 
a contingency that I cannot regard without some 
alarm, having regard to the anwunt of busine:s-s 
that we desire to get through. It woulcl be an 
easy matt0r to arre~t the progress of Govern­
lnent hu~ine;:;s on a Frida.y until the conclu­
sio'n of the sitting, and, if that were done 
persistent])', it might be very unpleasant for 
hon.members at the close of the session. l have 
no d >ubt whatever that certrtin hon. rnemb6rs 
in businPss in the '~ity find :F'riday evening 
Rittino-s rnost inconvenient, for the 1·eason tha.t 
recent legislation has made :Friday the business 
nio-ht of the week, but at the same time I am 
di~posed to think that m·•re hon. members will be 
inconvenienced hy a dt>parture from the system 
which ha"' prevailed in thi:3 Parliament for many 
years than would be con venienced. l think on the 
,,_,hole t.he arguments are in favour of retaining 
the honrs of sitting- which are contempi«ted in 
the motion I ha,·e suomittecl. U ne! er these 
circurn ;t.ances I honA the House \vill pass the 
motion in its origint11 form. 

Mr. KERR (Bm·coo): I mu't s,y that I am 
in favour of the amendment of the member for 
Fortitude V alley. The leader of the Opj.>o'ition 
seems to think that it would be very bard upon 
business men to have to attenc\ here in . he 
nwrning. Now, I think the time is opportl1ne 
for the alteracion, and that the !ear t h•1t 
J\1init;ter~ \vi.l not get their hn-;iness through is 
not altogether wRrranted. }finisters can ea-diy 
arr.1no-e as they do in the Federal Parliament. 
The Minister who has bu'eline~:-; eorning before 
the House C>tn he preoent, :end if others wish to 
conduct thPir bu-:;iness in their otiices they can 
absent ttb'tnselves fr.,m the Hnuse. I think the 
tnajority of hon. rnernbers ought to be conRidered 
in thiR ma~tter. I_Hnn. E. B. FoRHE~T : S1J 
they will he. j Yes, so they wi.l bH, »nd 
I trust hon. Illelnber~ who are in favour of 
the n,lteration \Vill detennin0 the n1a ttt_.r 
by their votPs. \Ve preaeh a g.oorl de!i>l 
ahout econon1y, and by Bittin~ on Friday rrwrn­
ing we conld Have ~t good d,-al of BX!J8I1'iirure on 
the eh ,,tric lighting. l think if 1 he Federal 
Parliam1-:nt can 111.111age their bu .. -inms b_y nlePt­
ing on Frirlay 1nnrning R.nd adjourning !lll Friday 
even-inO' this Par1ian1ent C'-1.n cln ~o. Th.._: le.tder 
of the Tlpposition has asked, "\Vhy not meet at 
8 o'clock'!" I hewe no d•mbt if the hon. gentle­
man moves that amendment he will £ud a num­
ber of hon. n1ernbers who will .support hirn. VVe 
are lvre to do business, and we intend to do it. 
If hon. m>~mbers on the other ~.ide want to get husi­
nes< through, we are prepared to sit at any time. 
Some hon.nwmbers baveraised theqnestionabont 
the mails. \V ell, Friday is my mail day as much 
as it is that of other hon. melll ber,s, and I have a& 
much correspondence as some. [Hon. R. PHILP: 
You have a mail every day, and ours is only once 
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a week.] 'Ne ~ave only one mo,il a week to my 
electorate, and 1f I do not get my correspondence 
away on Friday I mi,s the coac~es. I there­
fore fr.vour the amendment moved by the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley, and trust it will 
be carried. 

Mr. MAXWELL (Bu1·ke): Although I have a 
limited amount of correspondence, I must say I 
object to Friday morning sittings. If hon. mem­
bers are particularly desiroue of sitting every day 
of the week, I am qnite prepm·ed to do so, but I 
point out th&t the Northern mail cu1nes in on 
Thursd''Y, and the first opoorlunity we have of 
seeing JYiinisterK is on ~Friday rnorning. ~l"hcre­
fore I say it wouid be very unfair to sit on Friday 
morning to mEet the requirements of a few 
Southern member,. The Northern nwmhers 
deserve a little consideration as well ail a few 
suburban people. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY (War-1·ego): It is imrna­
terial to me whether the motion or the amend­
ment i..; carried. If the matter goe, to a vote I 
shall eupport the motion, hecaus" l think the 
Government dhould be the best judges of the days 
which suit them. · 

Mr. HA WTHOHN (Eno.r;gcm) : fail to ~ee 
what ad vanta~e is to be gained by n1ePtln;;{ at 
10·30 o'clock on Friday. On the other lean d. I see 
very BerionR disad\·antages, th•: n1ain one being 
that the working policy of the Government will 
be sericmslv hampered and interfered with. 'The 
day·time is the only opportunity Ministers have 
of attending to their official buslne·)~, and it 
wonld be t1 SPrious mi:';t1.ke to take a,,vHy fron1 
them one of the. clays they have hi! her! o devoted 
to departrnental busineRq by mf-'eting ~m :F'ridn,y 
morning. '!.'he hon. member for Barcoo ha" 
expressed the opinion that those in favour of 
mPet.ing on ::B"'rida~~ m()rning \vant to ge~ on with 
bu~iness. I thiuk thosH who are agnin;;;t the 
amendment are tqnally prepared to go on vvith 
bu'3ine~s, and it would be a rnist ,•.ke to interfpre 
:in any way \Vith the pre:sent \Vorking hour.~ of the 
House. I shall vote "gainst the amendment. 

HoN. E. B. I<'ORRE8T (!Jri,brme Nm·th): T 
object altllg"ether to devoting the wn(~;f' of 
Friday to the House. l t is mr experim "t th: t 
has ne\ er yet Leen tried. !.Mr. LERINA: "In the 
Hom,e of Commons it has, doz-'no of timPc.] 
Under entirely diffrrent circn1nstancn-~. Rt->fPr­
ence was m~1de to wh·1t W!lf.l done in this Par1ia­
Inent in the early days. The House then v .. a~ in 
the habit of meeting at 10 o'clock ._nd adjournin" 
at 1 o'clock, <tnd the object of that was to er.abl~ 
n1ernber:-; to g-et tLW<'uY to 'I'oowooml1a and other 
places by coach and other means of c•>nveyance. 
As a matter of fact, there ha< been nn time 
within my rec·~llecti~m vvhen th8 Hon:-::p h:1.s: been 
called upon to eil. during the whole of Frirhy 
and. tn take thP whole d:1y is rather too rnuch~ 
I d) not object to cnming ht~re at 10 o'clock 
and arljourning at 1 o'clnck, or to c"n1in0" 
here at 2 o'clock and. adjourning at 6 r~'elock

0 

if it would be fnr the conve~1il!nce of CtHlntrY 
me·rnbers. :B'rlday }s a V;J.Juable dtJv in a hw;;i­
neR..; sen"ie, and for t.h. rea,son given lrr thP h1 'li. 
member fnr Burke do not think tt;o gre:t.t. an 
encmaehmer;t ,hould be :n~dc upon that day. 
lf th""' queBtion to a dlVlS10n l shn,ll vute for 
the mot1on as stands. 

Mr. LESINA (('ler·mont): On several ucca­
si.ons this 111atter h=tR bet~n up fnr di:•cuR~ion. 
During the Jast f"ix or sevt·n .reur:-::, tvberwvt-'r a 
pro1 ,,,sal has been m:tde by tbe Premier, an amend­
ment has heen prnposPd by h n. n1e1t1ber..: llOW 
sitting on thi.; side~ who then sat in opp,siti1·n, 
with the ohj( et of iw;;tituting earlif'r sittingK, 
and t.he n;nty to which the hrm. member fur 
:Fortitude- Valley belongs has always favoured 
Friday morning sittings. l'vforeover, there is 
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excellent precedent for such sittings. In the 
House of Commons-the exemplar of all parlia­
mentary institutions-and on the Continent of 
Europe, it was the practice to sit as eaTly 
as 8 and 7 o'clock for some considerable time. 
There are those resolutions on recurd in connec­
tion with this matter in the House of Commons 
.Journals, and it is jnst as well, considering the 
interjections that have been made, that I should 
record them here. On the 16th ::\Iay, 1G14, it 
"\Vas resolved-

That tllis House shalJ sit every r1ay at 7 o·clod.: in 
the morning, ancl begin to read Bills ~ceond!y at 10 
o'clock. 

:Fnncy the hem. member for North Brisbane 
being tt memi.1er of Parliament in 161-1, anr:l pro--

~ te- ting vigotou~ly against tneetin_; at 7 o'clock 
in the 1norning· and reading Bills second tirne 
at 10 o'clm,l..:! I-Iow long- would hav0 been 
nllowed to sit in thnt Parlinment '! elected 
tnembt:rs iH those !lav.-; who wett) to sit 
at that e1.rly hour in ihe HHn·nin~·, E. B~ 
FoRREST : They wanted nwn like you, v .. ·Jth 
nnthing e1~e to do.] Again, on the l~lth ..._1\.pril, 
!G-1:2, it was re ,olved-

That sllall nnt ·be aL prayer every 
o'clt)ck ~·h~tllylaY 1'3. to jJOf):· 

How would the hnn. member fm· Korth Brisbane 
fa.re u11der tho':'e circurnHtanet"8? ..:\gain, on the 
!llst J\!hy, l(iilD, it was resolverl-

'11hat }I1·. Speaker do consLmtly every worning take 
the chair by .os o'clock. 

In those tin1es men1ber::; of ParliaL1e:1t n1et by 
dayli~ht, nut like con.spir,, ors ~ftcr JJ.rk.. There 
if; a terrible weakness an1on~ parliamentarians 
to meet late in the afternooll, and carry on their 
dit'CW·Sion by the f~lect.ric light. P.~..nd that is 
another reason \vhy V..'P ~hou1d .sit durln~'; t.he day. 
The f'pectacled legislator ii-' bFcnn1it·g clcti!y 
frequent. Nearly flVPty hon. Jt1'·ndlPl· 

his sr·~ctacles with hi1n. If he ha-.: gno~1 Aye.s:ght 
b1dme the election. he soon ha to hPgin to 
wear spectRcles. \Vby 9 h~ [,,, to sit 
long hours under the ghre of th'· elcr:tdc l;ght. 
If we sat by d,1ylig-ht we should b' able to con-
Kider the huRiness befo~·e u.., i11 111nch nwre 
efft~ctnal and inteJli;;cnt mn.tnH'l' nt prr:· -.:ent. 
J-Ion. rnembers lik.c the hon. nH-'rnLer fnr North 
Brisbane and the hnn. xnernbl·r for Eno;,.~ger~l.. 
reprt'clPt:t th.; type of busine·.·; m:-t.n i~.~ the oitv 
whn iin.1R it ~onvenient t{, cornE here in the altct~-
noun. ]~~~r my rart1 should like t.u .:::e·~ t 11e: 
Hou~e n1eer; in the at 10 ~~'cluck, a.djourn 
for lnnch, and ~it on Hntil 1/eltck. I;, has i-Jeen 
alleged that h(.n, member, represr.intingN(Jrthern 
com;;tituencies vvil· ::,uffer bp,canse it is their mail 
rlay, hut I itna~inP the,,- f'an ntter>i to their 
c 1rr· R!H)lld• nee at tho tnhla here or in the roon1 
a~lj.tining j11!"t as wel1 as at thnir o1rvn homes or 
office~. A rnin<n~ point is thi": t}•at n. grf'at 
ma.jorit.y of the sevent.v-two membr-r.s are onJv 
temporar ly in thP city w ile the H(·n~e iR ii1 
SPRsHm, :tnd thf'y are rwtwally dt'Jirous to spPnd 
the week er·d wi' h th ir f •mi ieR :rt !rnme. \Vby 
should. not t hPir inter• Rt.s~;tnd t.hey con.stitute 
thtj 1u •joritv~bH c •nsnlted? ff n d1visinn is 
tah:en on ,this mattt.ir it ill illn~trar.e ex,~c·ly 
wha.t thP feding is u• on it -·rr:ong com~trj n)e:u­
b8rs_ H"wever\ I an1 ~· 1tisfit'd mvself, as I ha.ve 
said re1 '1-att d y in this CharnbBr, tl1at ll)Uch 
better work will he dont' if hon. mern\1ett.:: H't' re to 
rue" t. ht"rP and d. 1 heir bnslner-; in t,he daylight 
in~tP-ad of me.:•ting la.te and sirting un1 il ail 
hours. It Htrik-" me 1 h«t. hnn. member" from the 
Cnuntry <-~re anxious to pn:o-~h thPir claintS for COllw 
side r~rj no', 1:1nd tllW} can dptennine the 
mntt·,cr by voting for the" amendment.. I Rhall 
supput t it. 

The T!:EASUEER (Hnn. W. Kirlston, Rock-­
hnmpton): r have 110 objecti··n to offt>r to 3· 

Hon. W. I{idston.] 
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1norning sitting if it \Von:d couyenience a very 
lar~e nun11Jer of n1ernh<?rs of the J-I,_n1~P. It i:-< 
quite true, ao.; the Premier 1l:t poiutt>rl nut, an(l 
ati most h~tl. men1lxrn kno\·; for tbernsehe:~, 
thn,t it would be a r,lther S3Yere tax uvon Mini8· 
ters. I do not consider th~t th.tt ~ h a YerY 

powerful :1r~_··ume11t against ~t if lt would gi,;e 
extra conYennnce to a nntnber of otllf'T hnn. rnein­
bers; but from \Vh~.t. I haY(' hei rr1 it~" ~"nw thnt 
sitting on Friday ntorniug~ wonlrl jnc<m eni •nee 
a·-::: !DPU\" hen. UlemlJPr~..t a" it wnn1ci convHP.it·ncP. 
In that I arn nnt YPl"'iT c~n·t-_'tul hn\\' 1t i~ 
:--:ebtled. tbP-re j'1 nne re·l~Pn v~.:lT\~ W~"' :--.hnn1.i 
adopt the 1w1tinn nw,'eL; l-~r the Premier 
rath(''' tb;~ll r :11'ry , hP rnendn~('nt, anr!. tha.t 
i:; that ~~ might '· ''ry." serion~Jy 11~v;:np;:;r the 
getting thP>l-:.gh nf Go\·;::rn1nent bn~~inrss. \Ye 
all know \('.1·~r \Veil wh.tt TLnrsc1 y :dtnrnoon:-; 
UH·· tn:::: when privt>,i e hn""'i1l•.·:-; ( n1e· nn. [ .. An 
Lononrable 1ut.mher: \Vhat it nsed tfl be.l _-\nd 
what it will cnnt.inn• "Ln be. :--;o long ns a.~ dcb:tte 

at a fixed hour, long "·ill 
A nn opportunity blocking 

any l::msjne>:<·· thry , ... ·ant to block. I do not think 
hon. ntlt•n1en opptl~it(! ha vt.: an:y d'""'sire to "tune­
w::-..1! qr blnek any t+overnment Lru:-Jioe: thi.s S8ci­

:-:.ion; bnt, tLS we very \Ydl kno\v, '· Oppu!.'tunity 
1nakec.• the hie£,'' and if any businc-;::s to which 
Pbje_ct1on c,.111 be t:.ken is brought on on }.,riday 
Hlornint:r, not.biug can prevent it~ be1ng blocked 
until the tin11 for adjournnl< nt. Tu pre\'"ent 
anything of thn,t kind bappening, I hove tll0 
House will carry the motwn as moved. 

~Ir. MACARTNEY (To01con:t): Out of sym· 
patby to Jllember" of thP Ministry, if for no 
other rea,,cm, I shall vote against the amend· 
ment, although I do not know that t.hat is the 
very be:-:;t L:~ason. If it is not., I ::;l1nuld crTtainly 
do so on the ground ni its incnnvenience to 
many hon. member''· BPside·, that, when the 
question was ]a,t heforP the Chamber the 
present Attorney-General took the point that 
hon. member, were elected on the condition that 
the practice of Parliament shonlc\ be preserved, 
and no suggestion uf any change ha~ since been 
made. I think we shonid follow the generally 
understood ennditious~ and un that ground I 
think vve uu~:;ht to vote again",t the an1endment. 
I certainly shall do so. 

The f-;PEAKKR: I wnuid point Alt to the 
hon. rnen: 1>er for :Fortitude Yalley that hb 
am;·ndn1en~ j~ not r·";actly in order as it sb.nds. 
1 shall, therefore, pnt it in this form: To insert 
the words n at 10 o'clock n. u1. on," and if that 
is carried it can be fol1n, .. ecl· a consequential 
an1Bndn1ent in order to it. 

A.ruendment put< and negatiYeJ. 
Original queRt.ion put and passed. 

CHAIRMAK OF 00:\II\HTTEF:S. 

The PREMIER, in moving-
That ~Vlr. neorgc ,Jackson be appointed Chairman of 

Commtttces. of tb.t" whole House-

S9,id: I subrnit this motion now, because we 
shall require the services of the Chairman of 

Committees this s•·'Jsion earlier than 
[4.30 p.m.j urual. I have already giYen notice 

of motion for the suspension of the 
Standing Orders on the next sitting day, which, 
if cn,rried, will render the services of the Chair· 
man of Committees at once necbsary. As to 
Mr. ;Jackson's q_ualifications, I think we have 
had ample evidenc'' of them, frotH his conduct 
in discharging the dutie" qf the office during the 
last session of the last Parliament. Mr. Jack· 
son then proved himself a most capable Chair­
man, and I am quite sure that his nomination 
will commend itself to hon. members sitting on 
both sides of the House. I hope that the election 

(Han, W. J{idston. 

of lYie. ~Tack-son will he nnanimou,..;. and ftel .:-:ure 
that bis C():tJrlnct in the dJ<:tir \i\·ill furni.-;h thf hm;t 
wnrr:U1 1 for the rM~ticm of the .Hon-.:.e in tlectinS!" 
hin1 tP thaG position. 

Hox. R.. PHILP ('l'rwmrille): I 'PCOlH1 the 
nt•l':ination. \\'e h:1.d f::.ome nf J\'Ir. 
.f aekRnl! acl Chairr:nan uf Ct ~ion, 
~-nd I b:1-1 nu <~ouLt that when hP haf; b::>en iH 
the c1- ;,l' a litt\.. w ~ shalllJe nwre sati~fied 
with hln i.h .. n we bPt-'n h·~fore. T-Ip is a 
per;;;onnl t,f mioP, and I hope he \vill be 
mnch n1r're ral \Vhih~ siGting in t-he c:h~1ir tfLHl 
be \Va'-> }a;;,t yt cl'

1 
' hell. }J· \V.lS ;l lit.tlc• i.nclint::d tu 

cnrbil dt_'bate. [The PHEMlEH: I ~hink there 
\ 1-as :1 lit-.tl m· dlH.h·n;tanding.] Quite ~o. T 
know th.· ::\fr .• Tt.ck~on i::; peJ fectly llononrable, 
a;Jd it h t c'J. _cl at ll if-. was Hilt. fr,Hn anr inten­
tion to fav1n1l' one fide mm·e tha.n the ulher. I 
ho1 1e l\Tr. .fnck_;uu will bt·· elected nnaniuwu ~-1y. 

:\[r . .T ACKSOI\: Mr. :-'.pcaker--"­

The.SJ)EAKEH: Tber· id no qne:-;tiun before 
the House. 

:\Ir. .JACKSOI\: I tll going tu l'k the per· 
n1i::-.~idn of the Hon'<~ to ta.kt~ t!Jis, thf' earlie~t 
opportunity of th<l..nkin;:-; llon. rne1nbr,r:s fur hav­
ing· electetl lH€ "n~tuimom.;}y to the re;.;p,msibh· 
posit.io11 nf Chail'man of Uou1mittef". I thank 
thB Pre1nier ver\" rnnch for the ki11d and con1-
pliruentary re1nP~rkR that he n1ade in allm.:;ion to 
myself. In reg;ard. to \vhat the l< "'der of the 
Opposition has ;-;aid, I can ~carcely take hif-i 
rerua,rk as being altogether tno complimentary, 
hut it is l;Ot"sible thnt hP has nut re1nernbered 
the feeling· of excitement that 1 ,Prmeat,~d the 
front Opposition bench durmg last session. lf 
he had done tb:tt he woulcl probably have 
marle more eJ!owances for any action thn,t I 
1na~~ hav-9 t'1ken in thP dir~ect ion he indi­
'J~~t8~. l Hnn. It. PH £LP : Yon curtailed 
debate.J If the leader of the Opposition 
thinb that, th'n l R"~· I do not think the hon. 
gentl~man has ren101nbf'red thP pt.,cnli::-u st'1te of 
exciten1d1t that existPd in corrnnittee during the 
ef····don nf last year. ::VIy apprenticeship has been 
a very brief one ·"o far, but I be]]<>vr th ·.t, gener­
ally speaking, J ha1·e given sati8f,cction to hon. 
members on both sides of the Honse-"(Hcar, hear) 
-notwithstanding what the leader of the Opposi­
tion has sn,id; in fLct, if I thought I ha•1 not given 
satisfaction to hon. 1nr:-mbers d11 both sides of the 
Jiouse. T ~honld not care very n1nch about t:1 ldng 
the eh air ar,:dn. ..-\.s I have :-:aid, my :::tpprentice­
F-hip hrrs been a very short onP, and therefore I 
;;;:hn11 a::-rain ask f0r the forbear.) nee n.nd consider­
atinr. nf hon. 1ne1nber~ when I tnk..:> the chair 
fl2'UlD. On tlle other hand, 1 shall cr::rtainly :,ry 
to do 1ny be~~ to be fair and conrtt>ous to all 
n1en1bci~. ~~n n:.atter on \Yhich side of t.be. House 
they may sit. [Hononrablemembers: Henr, hear!] 

ADDRESS Il\i REPLY. 

l~ESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

Hox. R :PHILP (Tozcnsville), who on rising 
was recei,;ed with cheers, said: I do not thiqk 
it is a fair thing to let a matter liko this go by 
c?efault. It is usual on the Address in Reply 
to refer to many matters, and we sometimes 
fincl that election battles are fought over again 
in the course of this debate. I do not intend 
to do that, but there are some little things 
that ought to be referred to. To start with, I 
wish to compliment the mover and the seconder 
of the Address in Reply on the moderate tone 
of their speeches, and if that tone prevails 
throughout the whole of this Parliament there 
is every likelihood of good: business being 
done. (Hear, hear!) Now, I must confess 
that I am disappointed with the Speech; I 
am surprised that the Premier, with his 
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liL:.jt_..rity of tvn:nty-eight has not enunciated 
'' Lulcl and Yigowu policy. 'That apparently 
.:a- ·,hut wao wanted from the late Go­
n·mml'ut. but they never had anything 
li' ,p tht• Itlujority tha1 th0 pn<_;Pnt Go­

lt~l.,. 1 L~on't suppo~,< that an~. 
eyer been returned to any House 

•vith such an overwhelming 
the present Premier. \Vhy! he 

to lJc able to move n1ountains and bring 
. prosJwrity and happiness to all sections 

1 ;[ the corurnuuity. But there is nothing ne\Y 
"' the Spc:·~h at all. In the previous Speech 
du·l'(~ \n·n' one or two aCT\. things; for 

taucP the referendum to find out whether 
of this State wished the number 
of this House reduced. [The 

: You don't v;.rish us to comrnit 
,oo :mclclcnly?] I thought the Premier 

hmtPst ahout reducing mcn1bers. I think 
· u nece~sity for reducing the number 

and I believe that the bulk of 
on both sides wishcc~ that to 

l•co dot•<· I wi h to point out that our Queens-
nlltcl House is the only one in Australia that 
l«h not rlr Jt .Y:ii'h this .-cry important matter. 
.\cs ::'outh \\"ales, Victoria, South Australia, 
\1.Tc:stern _._\.u~Jtraha, and rrasmania have all 
dealt with the oucstion: but Queensland has 
not. [Mr. \V. H ''iiLTON: 'There is no demand for 
it outside Brisbane.} [:\lr. GP\NT: You don't 
/aut an election iu another h\'O months, d! J 

_you?] I think rhis House i quite compPtcnt 
m take this matte-r in hand. Onlv New South 
\\c ales asked for a refereudurn""-th\' otlwr 
:'tates wNe all quite satisfied to h::n-c the 
matter in tho hands of the scYPral J-lousf'•. 
~An honourable rrwn1ber: But you mw"it look 
ut the matter gcographically.l \Yell. look ai 
the size of \YestcTn r\ustl'alia and South _,\u~­
tralia. I think the people of Queensland 
v~·ant. a reduction in the nun1ber of lne.mbcrs. 
\Vhe>n we sent ~ixt~cn mernlcrs to the Federal 
1-'aYJion1r•nt 1 thon;:-ht '"e ~,bcu.ld rc'ducc our 
mombc,. by sixteen. [:\Lr. DF"SFOUD: You 
don't 1vant ~to lose an"'. on your side.] This 
-hould not be a party que~tion at all. l am 
prcnared to votB for fifty members. or for 
iift~-four, for I think that 'number could 'a-rry 
on· tlw business of this Assembly. [An 
honcambl0 mem'rer: You had a Bill ready,J 
Yes: I had a numhol' of Biils prcpared to ]aY 
(111 the- tab1('. but., fortunately or unfortu­
nately. the present Pr<_;n1ier IrlHna.:.cf\d to 
a majority. uud tmnPd us out of oi:ficc'. 
\V. I-Li.::viiLTOX: ..c\nd your OWll partY "'NU:'­

it.] I want to talk quictly. alld llot 
a11~~ party fpeliug, and ] a.n1 ~ure- that. 

1nember for Gre..-;ory i:. big c11oU'.d1 
when he gets up. ·withou;- interjt~c~i:n. 
thi~ un·.eemlv 1nanner. I 1.vant to 

-:p' n1oderatelv: buf I re<.. 1ll0ct thiR youJl!'' 
n-HUl-- (C~oYE'rnn;ent ]an_!.Thter) --lK'ing a1 
TownsYille. and tryin:r to influcnce the dec-

ag;.,;l_n:;..t :rnc: hut h0 did not n1ake as n1uch 
i -~-:pression on thPnl a~ ]Je makf-c; on that 
cushion. I am anxiou:-. to r·0t 011 v·ith hnsi~ 
Le~ .. ~, and \\'0 .-;balJ ncYcr do :-;o with constant 
interruptions. On a pr0vions occasion ljkc 
this, the discussion took eight weeks, and that 
'-"D' due to interruntions. I do not think it 
is a fair thing· to r'efcr in the Speech to th'' 
time ocrupiNl ]a,t session, for this House ha" 
nothing to do with la~t. sc>ssion, and it cva~ 
r.h(' Premier who was in fault. He could 
haW• cJiyicJecl a fortnight uefore. but he was 
waiting for :\fr. :\lurphy, from CroydmL 
Even then hE' could have done a lot of busi­
ness in fiv-e or six weeks, b1:1t hP T\'a~ anxious 
to got a dissolution. Now he has an over­
whelming majority, but there is nothing in 
this Speech to indicate. any policy. There are 

a few small thing,, such as the Income Tax 
Re-enactment Bill, because this Act will 
expire at the end of next month. I was in 
hopes that the 'Treasurer would do a.wav \\'ith 
this altogether. I say that the better and the 
bolder policy would be to sell land: that 
would do more good to the State than tax· 
ing the people. [:\Tr. L:t:SlKA: To whom are 
you going to sell it'] There are plenty ot 
people hercr who will buy our land . if they 
are cxffered on suita.ble termf'. S(:eing- we 

own 400.00D,OOO acres. and only ;:,c1t a paltry 
return, I bayo 1naintainecl foy son1e tin1e that 
we should sell our lands at a fair price. If wo 
did that, w: could pay off thEr Lational 
debt, and do av ay ·with taxation altoL.ether. 
By that uc'"r we, should brin~ people ~to t.he 
;-)rate, a11cl tbat is the only ay nf brin~inrr 
a e;ou;-,iclPrable nurn;~<.:'J' o: pPople to r:uoPns~ 
la! d) \YitLout pnyill[~' their r::-. ·sa:'€' i. I am 
: .tt;oflNl that. we> ::hall JJCYCl' get a large body 
of irn1ni~)'auts .. ,, ho ,vi!l pay thc:ir O\l\.Tll passages 
frcnn Ha~ old countrv to Ouec>u::-land unles::; 
:·•mno ..,•Kh indtiU'TIH'I;ts ar0 ~offered to thern. 
Like t 1 ~e hon. rnen1bcr for South Bri3bano, I 
c.hould ,lso like to know what the proposed £100 
exetnptiou in connection \vith the income tax 
rnen11;-;. Do(~S that apply to married 1nen. or 
to ~i l,''·Je onlv. ur to both clas:;es '? \ViU 
a. llHllt iL i·ct:uipt of .£101 a ycnr }?avP 
to pay L'lx, while a man \Vho rooeive.s 
£99 1.).'. pa.) s not hi ill~ at all? Of conn:p we 
,hall h told tp wait untik!;ve _see the Bill. and 
then we ::;hau ':et all tm:::-: ulfornu.tt1on. In 
t:h"t anw para,;raph there is a staten1e11t 
'"h_ich I look upon -with some suspicion-

11he Stamp Duties Act Vi--ill also be re-enacted, it is 
hoped, with :-:uch moc1i1lt'utions as will e~umrc to the 
State a considerftble amou11t of renmue to \Vllieh it is 
entitled. but \Yhicll, in c _ u -q1wnc·-~ of defeCt$ iu the 
existing law. it does not. nmv receive. 

'~here, was a , pEn~agl'aph e,x.a~tly like t}:at iE 
tne lJ.oyernor:;; bpct. :·h -,,'nW11 \Va:; dc•n,-cred 
the last ::;c~-~ioll I y; a::; i11 office. I hope the 
Premier will meet >Yith a better fat'c' than I did 
when he brings forward that BilL If it is a 
niU on t.lw .a1nc lines as that vvhich the late 
'-;-0\'C'lTllllCilt hrou;rht in, it will have n1y 

:--nppnrt. bccau-;0 J. ~atisfied that at the 
f>l'l'' "llt time the lr,w e.yaded .• t.Ml a lot of 
:r .. oney which. ~Lonld co1no into~ the Treasury 
1" not recePtP'L fGovernrnent 1nembers: 

!-ear, hear l] 1ThPn'' ·were 110 "llear. hears'~ 
fhat ~itlc vd1en I broug·ht a Bill in~ 

(b_u~;,hter)--bnt. OH 1be contrB.ry, it. \IYas said 
;.twt 110 ful'tlH'r __tc;:.::nti:m '"as r~quired.. The 
lrnac.;urer ne,~· l1lll1::. rhat he IS not n1 the 

hnppy positioH lH~ oceupit?d -.:>·'hen he sat over 
het'C': he ha .... l'C':..;ponsiLilitiGs no,,-. and onlv 
the other day when he found that he had got 
ome .£tii.OOO k" than the late L+overnment 

J'£·CPivccl. awl tlmt the amount that he would 
uGtaiu hom the• El•clcral GovenL~wut would 
l1e £100,000 l<"· that lw expectBd. his heart 
\Yas fillc-•cl 1Yith dic.;n1ay. and hP 1vas flying his 
fla.~· lw)f~nwst, au<l .-:.ayi11g that the State \Vas 
· Oill!..?.' 1tl::-,olrent. I was _,urp1·ised at the hon. 
';·cntiemnu taking· n)' that attitude. as 
I l,wd lookc-1 up_otJ him ns a plncky man 
ann a rnau u1 re:;vurcc. It "\Vas said 
hat v·c lmi £1.100.000 lw federation, and 
vhat \YP ot~ght to have arnu1ged to provide for 
that dcflcienc,v. 'The Premier said in hio 
'1'ecch dd'.-er<•d at \Vurwick-I have a copy 
of it here, lmt I am not going to read the whole 
ni it-that .,.0 had paid about £1,100,000 for 
fednatwn. and wP ought to han• taken steps 
;o mcPt that deficiency. \Vhy, then, does not 
,lw prcsent 'Trcu,urer take steps to provide 
for. the small deficiency of £100,000, instead of 
\Ymlmg ~bout the. nattE'r and saying that the 
country Is hecommg msolvent? It is not the 
place of any Minister to cry stinking fish, and 

Hon. R. Philp.] 
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I arn astonished ut this being donE~ by the 
Treasnr_·ct_·, whom I rcganh•d as a 1nan of 
c:haractcr 1tnd :L-c·sot.n·c(. hut apparently 110 

lost heart altogoth·er lhat day, and lost faith. 
jThe PnK~·riEU.: Not in the country, but 1n 
federal finances."] The late GoYernment lo"t 
£1,11l0,00ll, and smely £llld.OOO is not much to 
the present Goyernnwut, ':ith their big 
nwjorit;r, and a Treasunl' who cnn ~avt' 
£:JOO,CiJll :1 ' Thn" is alo;o a Bill to amend 
rhe ( lu:_<_ Xational Dauk ...:\grel'llJcnt 
.\et. \Ye that cc had no objcc-

_,Jc :.umrc, so lonE:, as the 
L:.n\ conflerYcd. Bnt I 

lT,lHll'k tl-at if d~at 
.. tl , '~ill be anuuall<· 
cl(.-;p(y, of Il1Y Ut1\'iE->t r:S 

,-,-hich EHty be 
of public wod~,. 

pecunia:!.:y ohlig<Ltions 
said t-hut if that. Bill 

will r;et £SG, OOil 
bC f'll gPtti ng­

sornf' tlnlt'. 
tlH' G(HTt'rlll1V'nt. \Yill bav0 O!llv 

.:\Iurgm1 

ttllll1H:n <'Xtra. and that 1 • ill · 
of public \;vork:-'. 

than that 011 

at (Xrny;nare. hP ·:l'Ol~li1- ll 10 ec.ne 
on a snlls(':Jurmt O("~:=tsi:nl. ·ne ltarl ('(JlJlC 1J\" 

to spe·ak 1o tl:C1rl that :rnd he '';·a,nh~J O)em to 
1listinctlY nnderst;uu] tenu:mt,: w:-" not. to 
rcmaln ::tt '1'hane. If hi:s partv wrve retnrued \dth a 
workhlg majority, he wonlf1. n·; .~oqn r·-; monr~· was 
a-v:dlable. pu~h on the eom<trw tion of tlw llOJ'fL•r rail-
w:ty; and tl1ey ..:Hrcd. 1 hat. witPtliC'l' 1ll 
flO\VCl' f\1' 11{)t. he \VOUltl ll··v-er 
t~ea:;;e to idn UJ' thH,t iil,l~. 

wme two r· fit•hl for Cnnniru;ha1ll. 
tll.._, lion~,,; JJr. \Yatson lte 

the- l!O:t. 
'· j_f vou 

gr-t thu l·ail­
FRE:\.liE,H: One weak noi11t alJout. 

never ~aid iL] Th(C; ~tatemellt 
of tho pu [J('rs. I afterwarclH 

for Public Lanfb pro~ 
)The 8FCU.ETARY Fon 

v,;,. not aleo 'Pe tl·at l 
' SECRE'LAUY PliBLIC 

he' ''·as 11ot 
:raiJ J.V; ho 

YOH PrBLlC' 
n1en1ber 

in the> 
LA)<!J~: 

not think 
t~ 5;tatc!I1('1lt~. 

LA:-;ns: It wa' 
as~ure you.] ~\t auy 
raihva vs \V hi eh 1nust 

the~ ~ecretarv for 
n railwa'v in 

once of not gc-fti1 J f~ 
that h0 ca11 at 

two or three railwaYs. 
t.hP 1--Iouse that t,hi:-; 
£86.000 a year will 

carryi,nrr out public vvorks. \Ve 
have berm c"ettin .. £'50.000 a vear from the 
bank fThe PmDTIER: Not lately.) \Yell, up 
to tlw 30th of ,June last. I do not think £86.000 
per annnrn \vilJ go verv far in nnhlic \-vorks 
in this State. Local boclies will ~vant a gTeat 
deal more than that. I believe that' the 
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I rarboue Board at Rockhan1pton vvanix 
£150,UOO for a ncceesary work. The r.rown~" 
Yillt~ 1 f arbonr Board wants £ !_0,000 a]"G for a 

. ···or;,, and they eau affOl'd to 
rutd n:~c1Pnlpbon ou an.y rnoney 

\'.~it~aJut m1v additimHll nwenuc. 
annurrl i~, tLer~Eore, nothinc,­
t · JC v.-orks d1ich \'\:iH 

of tho :~tat.<~. 
:1dopt iu t.ho 

To indivl<lnals or 
paTtly or wholly aJ 
mining- or otbrH· dl;:.;trl(•ts, 
eoncc.~e t1to most. gel1ll'ntts 1erms compatib~e 
interests of the cmm1mnity. 

It is 
c:nJ(' 

corporations, or 
runu:nt arc willing 

thcv c mnot build them 
tht• hol1. gen.U(•rnan rnade oue c 
blunclcrs he over made in not agrr."'in~: 

to l.t ans offcrwl. in the first plac~ for tlw 
cun::;ttuct.ion of a line frorn ..::-\lmaden "i:"J 
Georgrt.own. The offer he had made 
that, if be vvould guarantee 1~ per cent. 
ten Y'""'~ on £500,000--oqual to £7,500 a yBr 
-they \\ot!ld cmciertake to build the railway. 
I The PRE''IER: No. They only negotiated for 
th" building of the railway.] Well. you alwa:~, 
find u _Q·nnc1 deal of nr-·{otiBtion bofore a line is 
ln1ilt. ThC'rf i. no on-e with half a milliou in 
his pocket in QuNmsland. You will baw; 

to torms with people here, and they 
to f!;O to London to get the n1oney. I 

ooticcd th~ other dav that in South _L\ustralia. 
t-hey ' c·rr: ofleri11g' 'as much as 80,000 acre;; 
per· xnil0 to ha\·(~ a lino built to the l\7'orthcr:tJ 
'l'Pnitory from the h<ad of their linP, and thRy 
did not. ·.7C'~ a, siuglc off0r. Nov, if in South 
_\_ustralia th0:v arc prcparc<l to give SO,DDO 
acres per rnilc, lx~.c;;idcs the right of running 

!i;.,', we sh£dl hnve to offer mnch more; 
tcrn1s than tho latn Government ~uc­
iu get'-ill": t.ho Chilla.goo people to build 

for. [The I'RE?IIIER: Of course the 
Wf'rt) the attraction there.l ~f._lhere 

n.rc lots of rnincra.ls in the Northern Tcrri~ 
tno. Th0re is an hon 1ne1nber ,o,1tting 
th }Jtr'~-nif'r now who was anxious to get a 
l inc> built to Glassford Creek, but ho failed, 
and I nm he showed his bonu. firlrs. fThc-
Pm:l\Imn: could not get the CaJ~ital.l That 
i~ so. In~Jt(;ad of the ter1ns we offeree~ being· 
too goocl, '''0 find they were not good cnougfr 

pcnpJ" \Yho havP t.ht.: n1oney. It vvould be 
hcEer if th0 Premier would tell the 

the I-Iousp on '.Vhat he is 
o£l'0rs from to 

would be 
would do 

is, IS 111 c 1.rnest, and 
ht• is, b0cansu I bclif've he 
now that he cannot borrow 1none'' 

build raihvays. nPc.;ides, in SOlll{' r-ast-~,S 
is a considerable an1ou.nt o£ risk 

buildin.l!' lines. Let the countTv know the 
terms on which be is nrPDured t~ 11(''--roti~tf-" 
with people, and very' likolv he would vet 
some offers. But, if offers that are made nre 
rehlsed, thA impression will ,-et abroad that 
the hon. p-entlema'n is not Rin~ere in his desire 
to get railways built. In fact, tho Trea.sur<CY~' 
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'aid last s~ -,sion that he had blocked specu­
Jat,ors. Whether tho offer was made bv 
'P~culators or not, it would be a splendi;l 
t-hmg for th0 country if that line were built. 
There would be no occasion for the Govem­
ment to find work for the unemployed, as t-hP 
lme would find work for all the unemnloyed 
m l'i'orth Queensland, and I am satisfied t11at. 
if the line were built. we would have a. larrre 
population on that big goldfield. [!\h-.. \L\N~: 
~ ou don't like white people settled in th<' 
='Jorth.] Let me tBll the hm1. member that 1 
have given Cinployment to far moro whit(' 
men in the ;:\; orth than he has. and at good 
wag·es. The•·e is a lot of splendid land at 
Atherton. whicl: has been select0d-it is more 
.• mta'·le for wlute settlement than anv other 
~l.rt!a in the North~-and 1 regret to sD.v that 
t.he bulk of it has been leased to Chiimmen 
.end blackf0llows. It is a pity for Qtwensland 
that the whole of that land is not occupiPC! b_v 
~Y!Jlte P"S~Jle to-day. I an, very glad to se<' 
ohat th~ uovernment are confident that agn­
culture IS prosperinr. There is no doubt that. 
-;,vith good seasons, the agricultural industrv i:-; 
bound to prosper; but I would like' to knmY 
if the qoyernn1ent are doing anything tlte-rrl­
·"elves In the directl'J11 of oxperimC'nting witl1 
rho growth of such crops as cotton and sisal 
lwmp by white labour. It is all verv well to 
go abou.t lecturiug,. and advising People t<) 
;;row thmgs, but w1th the number of Statf' 
fayms w<e now have it would be far better if 
an experiment was mc.de bv thf' Gm·crnm<>nt 
and the results were published throuo·hout 
the State. Personally. I do not believ~~ that 
.:-:isal horr1p can be gTO\vn at the. C11orn1otb 
pr?fit that the Secretary for AgriculturP 
tlunks. I tlnnk he told the farmers last vear 
J·hat a prnl1t of £20 an acrp can be made. out 
d t.he crop. [The PRE~JIER: On the basis ot 
present value· .. ] \Vell. let the GovNnment 

it thcr9-selves. \Vc havE' plenty of land 
all kmds. [The P;.rniiER: That is 

:Sta.t.e socialisinj \\'hat · ar0 thtJ State 
fc1r111f' for but to . expurinlt.~llt with crops ·: 
"'\?'\-- u do net ·want them to gro\v crops that 
.:IuyoHe. LlltJ ~rovr. ·v\.-c'. ~.\ant ihen1 to grow 
c·ro1" hkc cotton aud s;sal hemp-crops that 

ar0 noi- grovYing at the prc: "nt time. [ThP 
: ',~;-{_' know 1• talJ gravy cotton.] 

~' \Y(' ea 11 g·rcn; co1 t-on: hut the· quC'~-

wlrcrh~'r VYO eau grvvv it at a prufit. 
la1Hl!1l' at ~t'llt aYailablc1 in 

_ui(L \\~c, all tropical agri-
1 1 th{' :wc·~cut tim0 ont-

. Jlll'.( tu 

, ~ptl(t nf col tUlL 

;,ll bv other thcl<l 
t~H':V .UfiP llOg'l~OP~: 

i~ colourc·d; i11 
\\'<' want t.<J 

ca11 gT01.\ cotton in C0111-

Jmlt1'-Jh, anrl l tbiuk thr­
'- .\ the' c'xporinwnt. Uf 

cotto11 

•'trongh. am : .:1tis1ic'<l \YC' can grow cotton: 
hut \, hcthr-r \YO cart conJpPte ith othPr 
c-ount. ·ic , '' it·hnut a bouu~ i~ a n1ath:.- which 
cur o~!l~- bP dc1ermincd bY solnCIJD<' rnakin~:r 
thf' c•x:p~·riEI' nt. 'Lnd the G~n-ernment arc th~~ 
hest to make· that. cxpPrimPnt. ThPy 
l13' fanH:, at Gatton and ,,~ arwick : 
then' 13 ph'nty of laJJd Ol! the 1\orth Coast : 
t 1.tei·e i n State farm at Rockhampton; and 
·they mig-~)t <>xpcrilnent •sith 200 or 300 acr0s. 

/Thl~ Prn_ 11IEH: An expc1inlcut is being made 
vvith :·:isal hcrnp on a substaJ tt1al scale at prc" 
sent. -i By a private individual ·: [The 
l'P.E11IEl{ : YE's.] 'l'he tlpecch says--

Among the varlon.<..; means by whielJ lfl.Y addsc·rs hope 
to promote th£ a:rricnltural indnstl'y i~ the f'On~t·l'U<'­
tion nf eheap lines of rail way on terms "\Yhieh \Vll!not 
burden tlw taxpayer "\Yith any portion of the ('0St 
thereof. 

\\~ell, l atH pl·epured to m;si:,t the Governn1ent 
Lo build us rnany hundreds of rnile': of ra.ihvay 
on thosl' t.errn~ as they !jkc. I clo uot kno\\ 
what is meant by the '' ords "on terms which 
will not burden th" taxpay<'r with any portion 
uf the cos1: thereof.)' I do uot knovv whether 
tltat m<:cwc ~hat the lines arc to be built on 
the i••-'ttcnn<'nt principle. [The PREMIER : 
Y os.] \Y dl, chat princip!C has been iu 
operation for some time. W o have lent 
DJO!lt'J to Yarioub boardi::i, and they haV{' 
lmrlt mih;a.ys which, up tc the pre­
sent., ha vo paid interest and redemption. 
That is building light lines of railway without 
mcru1bmg tho burdens of the State, and if 
that ic what the Premier -means, I hope he 
will succc·ed in doing so. I am pleased to see 
that paragraph in the Speech referring to the 
pa toral industry, and the promise to accept 
surrender of leases after reasonable notice. I 
know at present in Korth t,lucensland stations 
are bc'ing sol<i for the value of their stock 
because the owners will not come under the 
Act of 1902, being afraid that they will be 
cornpc:llccl to pay the whole rent for forty-two 
years. [ThE' PREMIER: 'That is what they 
asked for.] Y cs, and they got it; but the late 
Government agreed in writing to give this 
coiW< ssion, allowing them to surrend0r their 
l0asb, and it was afterwards ratified by the 
prcsc>lt Secretary for Public Lands, who had 
s:mt< trouble with his colleagues in getting 
thorn to agree v:ith it. [The PREMIER: There 
wao only a promise to submit the matter. 
You promised to •,ubmit the matter to the 
Hom•0, and that was all vou could do.] [The 
t)gcuE'rAUY FOR Pt:BLIC LANDS: vVhat I under­
took to do was to carry out the promise you 
made.] At all events, it now se0ms that the 
Goyu·nnlent. agree to thi~ proposal, and I ain 
\·cry plr·tsC'd. because it is in the interests of 
the State. I krHP': six or scYen places in North 
( 'uc-t•neland ' hich ha Ye been sold for the valu0 
of dH_' st,>c:k. wllich has been taken south and 
ilt1n l\p-..v :-3outh \Yale~, sin1ply because this 

\.'a~ !lOt rnade. ..:\. Yery large insti­
\dtich v\-V!l u g1·cat nun1ber of stations. 

l ,>we unckr the .... .\.et, and I arn pleasc-~J 
{-;-oycn1nw11t now int~-'lld to accept 
aftPr ruasonable notice. I do not 

kno ;l:at ·· rensonablc notice~' rncans, but I 
~lH,nld say if a. rnan is prepeared to leaye hit1 
irnprovcn:Jf'Et.s behind. that ought to bP 
suflicic<Jt for tlw Crown. An institution will 

hold oll tn thC'-;c p~aces so long as they pay, 
an incli ,-idual will onlv hold on as long as 
bank \vill honour his cheque's. \Vhy 

anvnun \ottlcl be' I'Vorricc1 af10r he has done 
hi; bet {o 1nakc a place pa:, I de not kno\Y. 
f~ndcr tht' old .-=-\et tlw cn~ton1 vvas that for­
f~·jtnrt· took place'. I hopf' the GoYernn1ont 

qnii"'<' : iucPI'f' in telling thesu men that 
fi<>d to loaYc their improvc­
v 1.vill cancel the leases. That 

\V<l 1.1t. ThP GoYf'1'nnlcmt cannot 
1 n '.HHTv aitd harrv a n1an after he is 

I ThC' PHE~\IlEH: thi'J Go\·ennnent do 
not it. ~111d 1~ no1· likclv to do it.l 
fustitu.tion' y,ilJ · -
plac0s LlllJPr In 
JlU:',t, "\Vh 'll an l11CH1CJ OH 

a ~taticn got. a tran:3h'r. )Jcy,. 
that theY an' liable theY >Yili 11nr. 
acc0pt ;.-l11~- n1on' t.ran-.f;,_"'rs. [The SECRE'l'ARY 

Hon. R. Philp.] 
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:FOR PcBLIC L~XDS: You kno\ · •[Llit · ell that 
they arc not a hit niore liable JI(nv than the~~ 
havt-' LL'('ll for lllllllY year;-;.] rrlL')- Ul'O liablP 

[The ~ECirET_~Rl FOR PrBLIC LANDS: 
have lK'Pll ah, ay~.J Bv.t. the custon1 

10 fodeitmT. LThc SECRE-
T_-\.RY FOH PcBLIC : ~o it i·. ll'~)'. :j Ye_,: 
hut the fcJ.r of Pxi-.,t.~, <:Eld in;,tit.~l-
tioll~ \';ill not o~l pa..-,t ·Jra~ pro-
pertw boc .ln c I tliiuk whc, 
t1~o nw.ttt:r is put ll:'u:;P 
bcrs ill sPc that w1 (' thin~ in 
iuterc~t~ of tlH~ iltdtr·~trv that this 
L oncn:s;-;Ion l{ I \:vere iu tlw 
U-oyernrnent' ;-; 1 \YPnlcl l-v.. satiAiod tu 
forfeit '·ithoul- noticn. f'1'h0 :.:;~-cnET.\RY FOH 
Pr~LIC' L.;.;;D:,: It nlea1l J7JOr(' l'C'~lt hy rr1,~in ~ 
not1cc.] [ lne PJP·~-- IEP..: fhorp 1~1 a sc~nou."' 
da,ngcr.l There> i~ al~o a 0rious clange,r of 
rnany O! 1'1lf'sf' l'Wlf' haYilt:..>' nll th0 ~tock takPn 
off them. The IYJPatwork-; 011 HH~ coast aro 
~ctting nothiJu•· likt' tbr qnantity of stock 
i.h.r? u'c·d to get. I do not know what thc>y 
nre going· to do. (~uitC' 11,0,000 head of cattle 
hu,yo gone ;:)outh ft·on1 N ort '1 Queen~lancL 
which v·ould not ha"~,-c gone ha.d this C'OJKO,­

':liO!l he_~1 1 (!iYE'll t· .'<·o ye m·.-: ago, and r at.tlc are 
_g-mng ~ont.h no\Y vdJich otu:?:·ht to haYC'· hPf'Jl 
kept in the Xorth a'lcl fatt0;10d. The 'tock i, 
bmng ~old. and thP :-:tatio11:-> arn being aban­
cloned. ancl that will continuP until this con­
cession is giycu l1y lrn,·. :\Tow. thPre is a. SlJf2.'­
~·estion I '·.·onld make to tho Secretary for 
::viines about ~.;·oHram-rnining. A .. ~Teat many 
men ar<O 1ww gecting employment by tihis 
mc•.•m-·-'tt ;3tanthorp<', BundabC'rg •f.O mile-. 
f1·orn To\'-ll"iYillc, vvht .. n• :300 mc1~ are em­
ployed. and all owr tlw Cairns district. l 
t,hink it would lw a wi.'C' thing· if the :\[ini .ter 
'ent a g-eologist. out to report on the wolfram 
fields. [:\Jr. :\TAXWELL: A better thing would 
\w to amend thE' Act, and make HlP holdings 
smallN·.J I do not remember anv big lease's 
be;ing grven 'n my time. i)dr .' :\hXWRLL: 
'rwo or three.] Howm·er. tl1at can be dorw 
hv regulation. \Yolfram-mining is ·n'TV much 
liim alluvial goldmining. Anyone ca;1 carry 
it on, but it would bP Yerv valnahlc to lmv<' 
a report on these finds.· so that we mav 
s<Ce if anything- can lw done to develop then!. 
The rC'cent finds of wolfram han• been a 
great relit'£ 1-o thP un0mnloved of North 
(luecusland. Tlwy ha ye given" a p·eat deal of 
work, and wPre it not for t.hpm tlw Govern­
ment •sould have had to find either work or 
fooc! for many more unemployed. Fortu­
nately. the price of the minPral has kept verv 
high, but whethar it wiJI COUtinUA at that 
price is anothe1· questio11. lt hu;-; l)ecn sold 
as low as £30 a i:on, and now it i~ £1.10 a t.on. 
I hope those engag-ed in the inrlustrv will 
eontinuc to get the larg,er price. frl1hf' 'II0~1E 
:'lgcnET:\RY: It ·:·ill pay at £50 a ton.] It all 
dep<'J:(L upon ,. hat kind of a claim onP ha>. 
~on1c 111011 an~ mak1ng ~ gN~at deal of money. 
a11d "onw very litth-~. It is likP ~·oiJ-1nining·. 
Uold 1naintain~ a ~l?h~1ldid price'. but many 
people· \vho are \Vorlon . ou gold do uot. mak0 
wa[(es or tucker. Sorne peopJc PYen lose a 
lot of m.(•ney iu gokhnini11g. It·. all dep0nds 
npon the claim. "\i\'e are told in the :'lpeech 
that " no proposals for the advancement of 
th<' Stato can he complPte unk ' the'.' include 
·"orne workahJe plan of at-h·actinrr bitil0r desi)·­
a,ble :-::!"'Ltlprs front oth0r couutric '' J arn 
VPry p.loa.iPd to S!'O h: nl(' Prc•'> tl·1t 200 
-:\Ioravian ftnnilie;.; cnmino.: nnJ to ~ett]e 
in Quef'J~:~b.ncl. If Pr·01nif' 1' c ·"ll jyp :t.'"' 
any infonnaJion a . .:; to arP c ''>rrnn~~·. 

lu~t.h, r thr_v are l)ayi!• own .,aQ·e~. 
a.nd on \Yhnt t 'fH(t.!Ji~m:::; thP 
land. I sh21l !10 pl<'U.'f'd Tlw 
Governm0nt propose nl-..o find outlet" 
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for the cornuwditiPs ,ve produce. aud tlw_t 
1,, uo d(nJbt a v::•ry clcsirab]e thin''," to du. 
Thio side of the l-!c;uso, and al,o, l ~lan• 
tl1e. other sid0~ 1.-ill hope that the· llli~takc 
{;oyen11nc~1t n1ado lG -t year in 
f12"E'nt to the Ea:">tcrn 1nnrla~ts \Yill 
p~at.od. f_..:\11 hononrahle n1embcr: 
ha, e had r-nough about ~Jones.] Let us 
tJ1ey 'sill b rnort• particular in Hll' a' en,-­
they appoiut than they vh'I..: la~t l 
1--hink l llaVP uow u,boni· gone 
'\poech. ~-\.mow•: the Bills 
fnr the re-~],- tratic'll of cluLs. auJ 
Heetiou [ ~vas very plhi ed to ::>C'C' 

Ueneeal sa\ that he is not in fayour 
public-hou~e::; on Sunday:-:. B~lt re the 
house~ 110\Y lwing; closed 011 ;--!,uJJd::!:··· ·: · 
the que..::tion. Frcnn nlJ I cu1 _k .:rn. l anl 
afraid th0v arc uot. [ HotL K B. r: 
Thev o1ud~t to })P opPn oH Snnday7'. 
queStion -be settled h:v the. Uon~e. 
tainlv hope'- the j-1 ousc \'.'111 nPY<'l" agrt e t'; 
t.llcir~ rf'm .. inin~~· or::.:>n. \Ye ha,P ras-.t~(1 dlt 

earb,~-clo.sing· ~--\et and if a n1an anh a l(111 
of brearl ci·- a pitJC of tobacco he c(_illliOt 
it on a 8uudav. If a 1nan kePp a dr 
"'hop. he canno~t \vork his n1cn ~1my thaJJ fiyp­
and a-half days a week: but, If lie' keeps a 
public-house, he nwy YIOrk tl~cn~ a)l the :-.('Yt'H 

if he likes. [ThP Pm:11n:R: H '"' ll1l{'llded t<> 
maintain the ·la>'' a' it is.] 1 am g-lad to 
it but the1 iuforn1atio11 I ge-t 
the House is quite, diffc>·rent. \Yhe11 
question of electoral reform conwo on 1 
'vant to .suggest to th~ Pren1icr that he 
sht,uld i11troducc qnH' clause.... to tr;. and 
prevent the Ullf0f:'ll:ll,v 12ruccedi~lg:-- \Ve ~lavt~ 
latolv 'i\'it.ne ~eel at ccrtmn 0lPct1on nwehn<:~:!-. 
In ffiy opinion it- i~ a di;.:;gracc tCJ the 8tat;·P 
tnat a man cannoi· got up to speak to h1s 
fellov.'-elc-ctor::-; \vithout being intFrrnpt-rrl 111 

the manner v>ith v,-hich we are all fan1iliar. 
Xcar the PremiE'r's o"\Vll ~;>~ectoratf' a caudidat.e­
was not on) v intnrctpted. but >in!C'nt hand .. 
;·ere laid m1 him: am! I did not. sP<' that t.hc 

Premier illdi~·1wntlv pnt hi~ f0ol dow11. 
ThPll th0r0 was the V ca:-;P of a Yt~ry nlc1 lnf'm­
l)e-r of thi:s IIousP. 1-lr. ~fc<\Ia:--tC'r. •xho. v:hen 
he atterrrptcd to addl'f''·~ the C'lf'ctor;-; of Fort1-
hlil<• Yallov. was not aliowcci to bf' lH'arrl. 
It is· n di:-: ~race to the Valley f'lf .. ('l"nr:-. that, a 
_. 1an of hi~ a_r~0 and C'Xlw:.if'DCP. and \YllO- lHt-­
rlmlc ..:o l111ich for ill'' Val!C'v. :--hmdcl not haYP 
been allo•• r>d to bo l1Caed. (),, tiw ot,her hamL 
t.hf're was no interruption, as far as I can learn~ 
at any ::\I organ nweting·. To Yiol0ntly i11t0rfPre 
with a candich .. tP v.'hPll hf' }:-; ar1dr0F·"i1J" hi_~ 
fellr}\~;-eke:tnrs oug-ht to l-·p 1nade a :--0Yore-1y 
pnni.shablc nfff'HCP nnder th0 la'" -fThP 
p~--.E"''IEH: T~};;erv ;'nan onght to I,~ hc·'lrd.J-· 
a if the Pr0mler clne . ...: 11ot iutrnclncC' a clan-~t-). 

that sclrt in -thP dt·! tnl'al la I. :-;b~ull 
(1o it Irl\',S~'lf. [ll:cl J l1orP it \\·ill hr' ca1·rit>d. 
:\Jo 1naftf'r l1:1l· a w l!i' . ..; opillirllt.'- <1-i'P------------

whrthf'r f('r or ag ind a partic:nlal' 
partv--lH' e-1; ht 1 > h0 hPunl. Thi:-: l."" 

~uppoacd to be a free country. and we oug·ht 
to have freedom of SJW<"ch; yet 1"C find that a 
c,~rtain section of thP con1n:1unitv will not 
ailoY: their opponents to be heard. ·I hope thG 
Premier y, ill insert a very strong clause. or 
sori"s of clauses. to .~tamp that ont of C~ueens­
land. I notic<' there is nothing in the Go­
ynrnor's Speech that in any 1,VUY en1hod~es 
;myt!1ing of th0 Lahour platform. The 
Pre1nicr secrns to have mes1nerised the I .. abour 
purty in wme way, ;me! they promise to do an 
tlwy pc' sibly can to carry out his pohcy. 
Ccrtainh this is a wonderful change in the 
atn1osnh~c \'C of politics in Queensland. Fortyw 
one of their planks have been dropped 
altoguth0r; thc:v have only one left-ico make 
a noi<;-c at pnhiic 1ncctings.. EY0rythi11g 0he 



[:2:2 SEPTEMBER.] Addre.,·.,· m Repl,!J. 

ha:-: gone aud cli~appearcd. [~4. Labour nleln­
ber: E!Ncioral reform.] All parties have hccn 
!ll Tavonr of that for vcars past. No oiH: \Yas 
rnon: ~incPrP than n1Y7elf in that n1atter. I 
broug-~1t i~t the mos: liberal n1easure that was 

t-' illtror\1c0cl i11 this 1-IousC'. and the other 
not Ji,-;;tf'n to it. ~1y Jat£' colleague, 

:\Ir, hi• :1 to ras' a Bill giYing the 
·"llltrugf' to wornr'!l 1 hnt. it ''a"' not accepted. 
lf anothc~r nH'J.:;:;un' ,,·ith that object is a.gai11 
broug·ht ltt I do not think any Pxception will 
lw taken to ou thi::; ~idP of the :House. I 

hnpC' that any Bill of thP kind proYision 
h(' rnaflP i-o allow ladie~ to yotc hv post. 
hnnoura· l0 n)('lJJl)('l': \\'hy :-:;bou]~{ th<-'V 

not YOt" •penly, as nwn han• to 'c;•o '] It would 
he· a !2; · cd t hmp: 1f t hn· W<'l'P not allowed to do 
~). l r1o thiuk anv r;1an is anxious that 

his wi£P or or feu;ale relations should be 
compdler1 to wihte~;; th0 ~cenes sometirnes 
~ec•n at f'lcctions. I am not going into finance 
on this occ:csion-I will wait for the Financial 
,';tat<•tlwnt : hut l would just like to remind 
the !Yt·emic•r that onlv two :md a-half vears 
:·. -~'-) _h~) n11de a n1ost ,-:..igorous fighting sPeech 
1n df f--nt" of t.hc principle, of 1nv financial 
policy. ;\;ow lw has quite• turned· round. I 
han• his latest nttcrmlC<' oa tlw subject here. 
but 1 wdl Hnt WPary the Hous0 with it. I would 
also rc•1nind thP hon. gentleman that when be 
first C<:JJDI' int0 1 h8 Hou . ..:f• he canF' in as a 
,,npporter of Sir Samuc•l Griffith, who at that 
rime had clcfieit of £J:i5.000, when the State 
hac! onlv t.wo-thinls of its' present population, 
aud 'cith ~ much larger d0ficit per head than 
w<> had. He also supporter! other Ministers 
who shmc cd large deficits. And in those days 
there "\\'0TC gotKl .seusonR. and the tariff could 
:>e altcrPd, to inerf'asP the re...,.-enue. In our 
tinw we had th~ biggest drou~ht c·ve" known 
in thP hi:/ory of Queensland, hand wc' had no 
power to alter the i·ariff. \Ve had to impose 
fur t~hcr taxation because it was in1peratiyelv 
neces\mry. \V 0 passed the income tax because 
we knew the countn· wanted monev. The 
Premier now says lwc would not have passed 
the Hetrenchnwut Act. He was a supporter 
of mine at the timP that Act was passed. Whv 
die] he not come out of his chair ancl remml­
strate, and tell us on the floor that wr> 
Wf'l'O doing wrong? He did not do so. 
I takf• it that when he so acted he \Yas quite 
with us in passing those Ineasun:''"', and I do 

not think it came with good ta·.tr• 
[.5.30 p.m.J ou his part to get up and condemn 

me, after haviup: supported m0 
practically in passing tho~e rnea.surPs. Of 
eour.se hP :-:rrid ·when he- was in the c ~lair he 
· oulcl not do c-u. But I hnvc> kl10wn that 
gentlemau. '\hen he \V a~ :::;peakPr. conl<· to 
t.his J-lou~f' fa -;t l'nough if there '"a . ..; auv 
money to br> g·ot for hi,; "' n elC'ctoTate. \Yheit 
the Thanc's Creek Railwav wa,; under con­
sideratiou--iThe PREMIER: That \\·as tlw oulv 
occasion.J ... tllC' Pr.'mier nen·r eitlwr public]~· 
?I' pr1vat0ly rcmc;llstratccl in any \Ya.~· about 
the \Va.y W(' carnC'cl on ; and I tak(' lie 
tacitly gave hi~ consent. and h(:. ha l no 
t.o conden111 a thing aftPrY arcl• that he pre­
viously appron•d of. [:\ir. C'owAP: ThP 
c~unt.ry a.pprov( ) of 'vhat he' ha~ c1onc.:J ::\e\-er 
m1nd ·what the countrv doe~. 1 :--av a man 
ought h~ act a(::cordin~g· to fixed p\·incipll 
whHthe1· the country approve::, of hi~ a.efion or 
not. I pa:-;sed t-ho . .:;e nle,asu.res. aucl I ~-ot l11Y 
rmvanl. and I am qnit0 satiefiPcL [:\Ir. Cow.u;: 
It looks like> it.] \Ye do not. want anv mnrr 
;neml'0 l'. on t.hi~ ~idc of tlH• Ifou c. ~\t pl'f'­

""ont. wP arc quite ~atis-6ed--(Guvernnwnt 
laughtC'r)-but I shall decidedly object to any 
rnan, no rnattl•r what his no~ition i~. v.:bo at 
first appro;;0~· of a 1nan's ~ t~cti(,n and ;H(''r­
ward~ .. ,-}H'Jl hn :"C'f'S dw ccantry i ng,lin--t 

him, joins in the cry and disapproves of it. 
That. to 111y rniuc1, i, a sign of v.eakne:::·.s. The 
Pron1icr of the co1F1try ought not t.o be \veak; 
he ought to be strong and bravc-(UovernrnQnt 
lau;.d1t.er)-and now, with the majority ho hac, 
he ought to bring in a ,,:pirited poli( y of pro­
"'l'<'SS. and try and get us out of the difficulti<'s 

'-' haY" r.:'Ot into throug-h n1y supposed bad 
administration. There is another Jnatt 0 r 1 
'trondy Dbject. to--and I do not hlanw 
Lahmn· party in Townsville for it at all. 
think wh('ll any pnrt:v consent t{) pnbJi,h 
an abon1inable lie a-; this is, and circulate 
that pr1rty is jn a. very had vi·a~' indeed. 
think it ;, jn.-t. as well that I shonlcl read it to 
the llousc-

tltate election' Jfnw tlw Jlhilp Gon·n1111cnt robll"d 
the eonntl ·, ' 

That is lJretty strong languar-e for any party to 
1188. 

Itcpnreha~p of Scafortlt Estate. not 011e !U'l'e yet 
scledPd L:22,G22. 

As a matter· of fact, my Gr·vernment did not 
buy th8 SE'~~forth E<.:tat,~ at all; it '·~ Hf' bunght by 
rny pn.decet:Rors, and bought. a::; all o~.her c .tates 
had been bought, on the rce<,l10mendation of the 
I1and Cc:urt. I thing this ]t-; :-tr(mg ]angufl.g·e f111' 

any party tu U.:,e. I em! PV-~1 that. r lH·''.'tf roL1Jed 
the CtJ11ntry nf r ::;billing. I Oppr R1ti(Jn rnen1bers: 
He;cr, bear :j 1 >Corked much harder for the 
country than 1 did for m!·,elf. If I h,,c] lo<,ked 
after rny f1\\'n affairs as well ns I clid the afLtirs 
of the cunnt1y, it \\·,,u]d have been bdter for 
rne. 

Fireworks: co11traet 1D11ke of Ymk)-£3,000_ 

(Laughter.) 
L1mmnonwealtll medal~ job-£1,1..1·7. 

There wa• no job about that as far"" I wao con­
cerned. Then we come to-

Corrnpt ttcherti~in;; scandals aud ~'i"'l'eel newspaper 
,iobbery-£2,200. 

Iour Royal Commi.-;sious in 1801. prmnotod to find 
billet!'~. fol·l\Iinh;terialmnleontents-£6.7·11. 

\Vel!, the members now ia the Home who were 
on tho.'e Hoyal Commissions are sitting on that 
side of the Hous8 ; there ore none sitting on 
this side of the House. I think one of the 
Prenrier's O\' n colleague~, 1Ir. Barlow~ was on 
the rail \\'ay comrni~sion. 

Increased defence expenditure at a timr• just prior to 
tile Federal (;oyermnent taking ovPr Defence He part­
ment--£103,000. 

Purchasing unnece,.;;sal'.Y Brisbane lanLl from tinancial 
hJ~titntions-£75.000. 

l am not a. ware that we bought any ]and in con~ 
nection with financi:tl in;;titutions at all. \Ye 
bonght some land from churches, but you c::tnnot 
call them financial. institutions. I admit that 
one uiece was bought while I \VaH Vrer:nier, un 
the ;ecommenda.t.ion of the Comn1iE~ioner for 
H.ailways and the Engineer~in-ChiPf. l{e said 
he c,m]d not carl'y on husir"'ss: [The l"n !l1IIEH : 
You :uo responsible.] That may be. 1 main­
tain that, unles,-.; you t 'ke thn h{lrire nf your 
Oon1m-i~Rioner and your Engineer-in-Chief, jf 
anytLin·t gees \vrong you are re.::pnnsible. Th.: 
late EnginPer·in-Chief (:\Ir. St"·1!cv) and Mr .. 
(}ray (the h1te Connni~:i~im1f'r fot· Uailwa.~7 s) said 
the land was inrlispelh'ahle. :\Ir. Leahy wa.s 
:\linister L;r Hailways at the tirnP, and I nm 
certain h1~ would not have bought it unless it 
\Va:-; ahsolntdv nec~:-~snr-v to dn so. So no Go­
\'ernment is l:P'-'ponsible" for that.. Then, again, 
with reg-?.vrd to buuing ehnrch la:;rl. 'J~h.at was 
huugbt befcre I ,;·ns Premier, ,mJ I oay tbe 
Cioverrnntnt y:,eJ~ ju;;:tified in bnying it. They 
''\ere erecting a large building a1on;..side of 
it, and t'Jey haJ the land, practic:tily, frcJl,1 
Queen street up to it. It \.'a.~~ perh~1ps, the onJ:y· 

Hon. R. Philp.] 
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opportunity they would have of buying the land, 
a.nd the.:. were justi6ecl in lmying- it ~1t the 
time. 

:-iehnapper-li{hing and wine-drinking excnrsiou~ on tile 
"Luein(hL ., anti other picnic boats~£'7,1/fi. 

'I he present Governmt>nt are using tbe ''Luci11da·~ 
quite as mueh as ever l. did. 

Crown 1Jrlef_.., or I~utlcdge, a111l fee...; to lli~ legal fl•icnrls 
-- -Bl! .ti7~. 

But Sir Itut]edge explained that the 
hulk of fees were received before he was a 
~\linister Rt an. Another itern is-

Cost of in1 roancin;:;- into Kontl1 African goldfields 
:aJienlal:Joul'.: n1.l 0nsting the ' 1 Outlaudcrs ., (llritbh) -­
£140,000. 

,.-~hat W<-Ls the u~oney Rpent in Rending troops to 
:-iouth Afric '· I am mther proud of those troops 
havmg gone, though I had not the honour of 
sending tbe first of them. They were oent lJy 
the la to 8ir .I ambs R. Dickson, and the people 
ought to fe<1l phud that he wad the first who did 
offer trovps. I think if the same thing took 
place a'"ain the present Premier would offer 
troops, ton. I hope it won't take place, but if 
the tin1e comes again I a1n certa-in that the 
majorir,y of QueensLnders wilt second any effort 
made by any l'remier in that direction. 'I'hen 
we con1e to~ 

·worthlPs:-- (1rcclgf's bonght from Jjindon Bntes-­
£lti0,001l. 

They wert' not bought by my Govemment, strange 
to say, and I am informed that they were the 
hest dredg·es we m·er had in Quee.nslancl. The 
nnly dreclge whr"n 1 went North that was work­
ing in the Bri,hane RiYer was the Lindon HatE" 
dre<lge, and one of the officers assured n1e that it 
is the beet dredg'O' we have in Queensland. 

Cnworkaf.1lc '\Yllite-elephant hmk engine::;---£78.~Gl. 

I '"'·' :s vety sorr.\ to ~c-e that the Prt>rnler, in 
\Yarwlek, got very excited over this item. He 
i~ nclW ::\lmist.cr f0r Railways, and if anything is 
wan ·_erl in the 'vay of engines he has to take the 
report of h;R f'ngineer. If they turn out, br"d, l 
would not t-·larr:e hin1. It n1ay be that in courKe 
of time v. e shall get Rmnething made at the rail­
way wm>.fih<>ps, ctnd if some d·.y a builer should 
burst ~--vud injure twent~- or thirty people 
no or~e will blame him for that. There were 
two boiler,; burst before in Bri,bane, and 
I au1 :-:~)rrv to ste tl"wt the Govennnent have 
back the engirwt:r \\'(' bad l1efun~ ; he 111ight 
hun .. t a fe\v uwre boilP:s if l1e f'top~ there. K~ 1Wj 

v.-h,, is to blame for tr•i;? !The Pm,:~rnm: The 
policy of a.ilowing tho rollillg-slock to run down 
too much.] ~o. If the man in charge say,; 
distinctly that h~~ 1nust ha \'-e certain work done, 
and that \vork i.c: not done. 1-orneono 1nust bf--' 
blamed. l havp nev r heotrd that that was the 
case in thi:; in:--:t.ancf>~ fur I have known thi" 
rnan f1ir :1 lon~. tirr1e; but I bt::.iieYe hif:; pu1icy is 
to patch np t.hjnf-,8. t Thn Prml\IIEH: ThP bo:url 
('f inquiry ~tt.'l.:tched no i,lrure to him.] -~{on can 
118\'f'·' get a inquir~~. 'J.1wo boilerR bnrst in 
Bri·-bat1E' T Rhoulrt Hot wor::.iler if 1nore 
burst, f. or run told t:ktt i:l:_.t<-ad of thoroughl~ 
repairing the rolHnp;-~t-'ck, it is being 1Jniched 
rr, and I ~hi!lk t\_tt 1S pc.uy \ViKe aw~ pou1Hl 
f;,oliBh. [Tlw Plm-mm: Tbe mlling-stock is 
11eing vn·ll Jonl.:~G aftt"r.] 'J'he roliing·s~o~k vvas 
nc~Yer iwtte( lr;u~~ed. i'ft.t·r. or \\·a~ never in a 
better CDndititm than \Vhf ;1 tht' prcsrnt Govern-
1llent took rJ!tic . I_':"Che I'RE1-tU~l{ : l say it is 
\V ell looked after nov\7 .1 \Vt~ are SllJ 1p0Red to 
luwe J lJ~i\~;ieh the best. \VorL 3 -in _./-\.n .tra1ia for 
repairin~ OlH' ra11wa.y roll in·" -stnc.-k, ,1nd it ~hould 
b~ done. Then we e(\1nc to-
Unncce~ _:l'.Y n(·w Lands 0fli<'c:-£1'i5,0l,.J, 

I can a~.-:-ure hnn. 111e1nbers that lo11g before the 
-Philp Governrtl' nt exi:--ted hon. n1mnbers on 
both Fic~es of thP 1-ioust.:'--both Lah,ur u1e1nbers 
and o .. ,her n1em lJ.--'rs-~ ~.ere a.nxiuu6 to get this 
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lmilriing· erected. The late member for Too­
wong, 7\Lr. Reid, Hpoke very forcibly ahout it, as 
also did Nir. McDonnell, the hou. member for the 
Valley. \Ve all wanted tbe new building; and 
as for the pre.>ent Premier saying that c£3,000 
or £6,000 for repairs to the vresent Lands 
Office would be sufficient, it was ridiculou-. for 
the old Lands Oftice has been there for forty 
years, and il; iR like a rabLit-watren, and is 
tumbling- to piece~. \V fl InnRt lnok ahead, 
and snrely a building- which will Ja,t 100 year" 
is not too good for the c&pitai--Brislw.ne. I do 
not reprecent Bri«bane. And, after all, who got 
the money? Tbe working classes of Brisbane­
eighth-tenths of the money went to them. And 
surely the working elasses of Bri<bane have 
stomachs as well as others, and must be fed. 
LMr. \V. HA~ULTON: The working classes never 
asked for it. It was a sop to llrisb:me.J The 
!JC~1ple in Brisbane find one-fourth of the taxa­
tion, for are not one-fourth of the people of 
Queensland living in Brisbane? [The Hm!E 
SECHETAR>: No.] Now, I ho,\'e been aKtonished 
at the Home Secretary, 1\Ir. Airey, tvr he haB 
been engaged in teaching our yonng ideas to be 
truthful, never to swear, and to be thoroughly 
honest: bnt the hon. gentlPman ic reported to 
ban said that every time he p>ts<ed the new 
Lands Office he cursed the building-. [The Hoii!E 
SgcRETARY: I never said any snch thing. J Oh, 
then, it must be the old cry of being misre­
porred, for this was stated in the To>cnRrillc 
Hnllct,n. rThe HmiE SEUHETAllY : Your 'l'otan,;­
·cillt Bnlldin is not; very hononrable.] Perhaps 
it is more honourable than the lwn. gentleman. 
Th8 hon. gentleman got " fnll l'8!JOrt. [The 
HOillE SEORE'l'ARY : \V hat~ A full report in 
'llch a space for a two hours' speech ! \Ve all 
know what the 1'o1"11S1';ile BHilctin is.] It is 
one nf the hirest papers in the tltate. But, 
.-;trange tCJ say, hoth th8 paperR then--'l go as far 
as to sav that the hon. member 8 tid that every 
time he passed the Lands Office he cursed it. 
Of course, I hope th:tt that 1s not true, because 
sueh a distingui,hed teaeher of our young should 
not be in the habit of swe-aring at all. 'fhen we 
cmne to~---

Co::-t of bringiu~ eoller-tion of nu employed aud {le::::ti­
tutc immi:::rants from Enrolle in HlOl-2"·-£33.000. 

Bnt I find that the present Government "re 
going in for irnn1igratio~., LA {~overnment 
meml1er: Ye«; but on d1tl:erent !mes.j [An 
honourable rnember: \Ye want people to come 
here a~ thev gl) eo Canada a.nd the lJnited 
States.] \V~ cau"t cnmpete with O:wada or the 
-u nlted 0tates cL· the A1·6ent1ne unless we have 
something to offer them in the shape of land, 
pr..1cLlcally for nothing, a:-> thc--y ger; it in Canada, 
or unless 'r.he faret:l are reduced. l understand 
that they are taking t.he><e pr;uple from the 
Continent of Enrope to Amerte>e for .£1 10s. 
[The : The difference l>":.ween the fare 
frmn to Queem;:;land aud to \V e~ter:n 
Cana(la ]~ littiP,j Fur immi;:;ra,nts it b 
Y~Jry lit: 1(~. \VeNtern Canada tili'Y pay 
their own pa.r.-..age; hnt how Cd.n we cunl-
pete fnr tha ,, wnen yon ean't get 
thenl ht·l'P und0r or ~1!)? Yon will 
not gt't tht· aYerage inani;-.rant tq pay that 
nule!::is YO'l ~ive lnm HOHH·thing in 1·et.nrn~ 
and I Sc1y g'in• hin1 (:o nnt think we 
:=:tr~ in :-1. }H>Sitlon to pay p-aqagr" out here. 
LT he PHEo!TElt: So.! And then I ,think some­
tning Hhould be ddne for the l_Jel'lJ}t: nel'e r.._lre<.:dy 
nn the hear :)--nud Hl Pncout·aging 
r ·pi tal td con1.e~ so ~;s to giv.e plenty of 
einployment.. [J nlB""~-· :-"-Ol!le extr )orrl1~1ary Ineaut-' 
;tre t ·ken at the pre3ent tJHl(' hy tnc hon .. rninent 
t.o ge-t pe pie to Cotl18 hr.rP the couutrv will ne vel' 
be propPrly opened np. [Thu HmlE SEOHETAltY: 
Give them a share of the legacy yoLl left.] The 
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Home :Secretary has not suffered through the 
tcoion of the late Government. [The HmrE 
SB;O!m'l'ARY : I never complained about the late 
Uovern_lYH:~nt.j You have. Every tirne the 
Home Secretary gets on a platform the burden of 
hi" song is the wickedness of the Philp Go l·ern­
ment, aud that is the burden of the song of all 
the Labour JJarty. [The Honm SEl'HE1'ARY : 
J)on~t you talk about tlle wickedne~s of our~ ?J 

The SP}jAKER: Order~ 

HoN. R. PHILP: Y ery little. It seems that 
the most of my time is being taken up in ddend­

oursel ves against the cha.rge of ha viug- robbed 
country of something like £1,000,000. But 

In< :st of that money was spent, or authorised to be 
'pent, before I was head of ohe Government; but 
as a, nien1her of the previous Governn1ents, I am 
prepared to take my share of the respon•ibility. 
But when anything goO<l that the previous 
tiovernments did i~ referred to it is always 
Nelson, Byrnes, or Dickoon, who 'did it. No;v, 
I _,-,vas the T~~easurer for Nelson, Byrnes, and 
lilckson, and I do not care what Go.-ernment is 
in -ottice, they- will not show better balance­
Bbeets than we did under the circumstances. 
[The A'l"l'OR:-;Jo~Y-GE!<ERAL: People have made 
:t!low>tnces for yon. J;~very time I ha l'e spoken 
I ha\·e done so.l I confess that I have not read 
the Attorney-General's speeches, but we find 
an old friend of the late Government mak­
ing one of his best speeches on my beh"lf 
in 1902-I refer to the Premier-and then in 
190±, it appears that the STWech of 1D02 
was all wrong. \V as the hon. gentleman 
right in 1902, or in 1904 ? [The PR~MIER : 
T do not think that is fair.] I think it i;;. 
\Ve had a large deficit in Hl02, and we had the 
d1'0nght, the Seaforth Estate, and the tauk 
_ ngines to fight, and we fought tlwm succe;;s­
fnlly. \Ve were aided in that fight by the 
present Premier, who, in graphic language, said 
che condition of the finances was due -on the one 
hand to the act of God, and on the other to the 
w1ll of the people. But the hon. gentleman 
does not 'ay that now. He lap the whole 
blame on the late Government. Thn hon. 
gentleman talk;; about oul' having to pay 
£],,->00,000 per annum in intereot. Of course 
we are paying that sum, and the Premier is just 
a;; much responsible for that as I am. [An 
honourable member: No.] Yes, jmt as much 
re::~p?ns1ble for that as I am; eYery nwrnber who 
wao m the House at that particular time is respon­
sible. The Governnrent spent no money without 
tir't obtaining the sanction of the House to that 
e':pemlitnre. l never knew the Hon. the Premier 
tu vote again~t ar;y money ~being expended, 
ex:Dept once. \\r hen the hon. gentlernan 
''ame into this House he had a railway in his 
pn~ket. Thi; Hot:se passed that railw"y, but 
ttle oth, r I·Ic.use did not. Then the little line 
(>Jled the Croydon Railway wa~ brought for­
ward, an(1 becanse hi.;; line \Vas 11ot J)a~sed the 

1nier voted agaiJltit that rn.ihv.~y. [rrhe 
: Ob, no ~] Oh, yes; that wa:; the 

reason the hon gentle111an voted ag·tinst the 
Cmydon line. Another discoYery I lmve made 
i' that the hon. gentleman, when he firot ' 1me 
Into th~ }f onse1 voted fr)r the land tax propot3ed 
oy ~ir Samuol (3-riffith, and I vot( ~J againRt it ; 
tl.n·1 the hon, gentlernan \·oted for it blindfold, 

even giving a reason for hi vote. Po~ :;}bly 
ft~ct that he once voted for a land tax BJELY 

n1.ake hhn accept.able to the Labour u~"rtv; bu·t 
] think ti1at \vhen tnen sin together ~ne ''should 
not upbraid the other as the hon. gentleman has 
dune. T!1en, another statement circulated 

Xinety-:seYen nmv billet;-; nreatcd for frlentls ot' the 
I'Olltinnou~ ·· Government during ten Year::--:-:tlaric~ 

r:m~ing.from t300 to L;J,OOO-total annually, £t7,00l1. 

There if' no hienlt of n1ine~ not one, -occupying 
any position in the service. \Ve e•"tainly 
engaged Dr. M "'""ell at .£3,000 per annum for 
three years, and the present tl-ovcrnment, have 
extended his engage1uent. for three year~ longer~ 
.·\notber way in which it ie ·.aiel the PhilfJ Go­
vermnent ro.bbecl the country was in procuring 

Twenty patent lWYI" hopper coal wngor. ~-made 
allroad at cnst of £..100 c1ch. could ~l.aYc been made 
here at £7;5 eaeh: total-£k,OOO. 

Is it a nice thiog for any party to circulate such 
statements, and state that in those ways the 
Philp Gorernment robbed the country?' lMr. 
MURPHY: vVberE> was that printed ?l It came 
either from the 1Vorke?' or from 'l'1·uth, and was 
circulated in Tuwnsl'ille. 'fwo Labour cttndi­
dates stood againct us, hut we did not abuse one 
another, and when the contest was over we 
shook hands. ThoRe candidat•' stated tho.t if 
they were appointed as Minioters they would not 
do as Pbilp did, but that they would go back to 
their constituents and get their consent before 
they accepted office. (Langhter.) I 5incerely hope 
that the Hon. the Premier. with his big majority, 
will rise to the occasion-that he will rise above 
party considerations-and try to make this 
t:ountry progre% as it ought to progress~ Any 
1neasure which we on this side think :ia f()r 
the good of all will get our hearty support, 
but we shall "l'pose any class legislation of 
any sort. The Premier has now :m opportunity 
which few men in Australi:o have ever had, and 
I hope he will grasp it and not be frightened by 
this or that man. Let him steadfastly keep m 
view the good of the people in the State, the 
opening up of our re.~ourct ,,, and the prog~ess of 
(,;lueensland. He knows the foolish fads of some 
of his followers. one of which is that all railways 
should be owne.d and worked by the Government. 
rl'here j.., no nutn who hns p~ut a shilling into 
private railway construction in this tit ate hut has 
regretted it afterwards. What has made Canada 
progreSB ·~ Nothing but the building of a line of 
railway frmn f"l<Jt to west; and they are now 
buildh;g another line horn east to vvest. In 
Canada· the Governn1ent gaYe a large Inoney 
grant, and,\ very large laud g-rant'~ to private 
persons in order to get the Ccnndian Pacific 
Rt<.il way built, and lhat line has heen the making 
of the countrY. They had a surplus last year 
of !:2,fi00,000.< In the l'nited States, with its 
tlO,OOO,OOO of people, the railways are owned and 
worked by companif's, :not Uy the G-cven:nnent, 
and thoRe companies iuwe practically made the 
United Ntates of ~'unerica what they are to-clay. 
[Mr. HAli!II.TON: \Vhat about the Cluncurry 
syndicate? Why did they not build their line?] 
'\Vhen th< prop<isal of that comp~ny fir.,t came 
before the House copper was .£70 per ton. But 
at that time~ ow·ing tU the Treasurer~s ob_ject1on 
and his bringing forward the \\c_ithers-Daniels 
ca~e, I wnnld not go on v,ith the Bill. \Vhen 
the Bil1 v. ar1 afterwards pat:sed, the price of 
copper heed fallen to £~0 per toll. and that was 
the rea~:on the line \Va~ not built. 'l'bere waH 
another lin- which W.::~3 built. The hun. 
JnEJrnber fo1 Port Curtis, HerbertFJon~ \Vas 
une of the eo!JCeH:::;ioners in and very 
likely tht rtason why the line wa~ l>uilt waH 
becal1se o£ the speeches, the da.Btardly tipeeches 
in some ea:->es, 1nade- in this 1-louse. 11r. ~'loffat, 
than w hmn th('re is no better utining- mau) no 
truer gentl~_ in Qnt'ensland, was b1acl{-
gua,rded in Lhis bt'c::au~e of his cunnection 
with a svndil'l,t, which propotied to build a Ltil~ 
way. [ML 1\.IAX\\'Er.r.: l'~o.] If hon. member' 
wiil turn EP a speech n1ade hy Senatur ~tewart 
when the Bill wa~ goin;..; through, they will find 
that he called i'>!l'. :\Ioffllt everything but a 
gentleman. [:\Ir. J11AXWELL: Every man who 
knows J\!Ir. '\[offat r~rees that he;, one of the 

Hon. R. Pkilp.] 
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best employers of labour in ::\ orth ( iueensland. I 
Let the hem. member rerrd what Mr. Stewart 
said; he specially namecl :1Ir. :\1u!Iat. I do 
not wonder thtt.t nwn ·who ar0 nnxions to 
help the cmmtry aR well cts tbemselHs draw hack 
when they are c llled ::;nch nan1e::; as '·rob h:jrs 
of their country." I an1 glad that the Pre­
lnier has g-ot the Labour party to con8ent t·l 
offerR being- recel··cd fron1 "indi vidnals and 
corpurati<mf'." [:\fr. H:,}JIL1'0X: On the soll'e 
terms as Cluncurry ?] I think he will have to 
g-ive hetter tenu::; than we were giving- to the 
Oluncuny Cill111Jany. ...:\.t nll e·v·ent.s, let it be 
kno\vn pnblic1y what these generous te;:rns urc 
on V'l'hich the ( ~oYernment :::trP \Villing- tn accept 
offer>'. I wonld try myself to get a SJmdicatP t·1 
build a few rail\, 1ys. i.GoYermnent laughter.\ 
I would nnt ',qtg fur anytbinp: of that ~Wl't if I 
was an intere:-:ted party) bnt I belie\;:: it would 
ben. good thing for the cm,ntr~r if cet tain lines 
were bnilt by privat8 ,- nterprise. I cc<,n con M 

scientiou:-;ly :2ay thn,t I have ne' ~r had a single 
shilling invested in any line. If the Govern­
rnent are not prepare-d tn lmild rail ways them­
selve'•, if they arP not prejJared to Rell land 
or borrow nwney for thrit purposP, then 
they ought tt> allow other persons to step in 
and build. r<-til\~ ays with tlwir own nwncy. 
I am very glad to see that it i" intended to bring 

in a Bill to amend the J\Iining Act. 
17 p.m.] l remember how, in 18()8, I triecl to 

get the \lining Bill tbmugh-sitting 
night and day sometimes. I tried to liberalise 
the conditions, but I was blocked, as far as they 
were able to bluck 1nt>, by 1nining rnen1ber . ., 
who sat opposite to me. Since then they have 
had some experience, however. The hon. mem­
ber for BurkP. for in.stance, has felt the pinch, 
and I know the Central members have also felt 
the pinch in regard to mining for coal. I was 
going to table a Bill last year to liberalise the 
conditions, and I hope the present Secretary for 
~\fines will carry it out. :1Iining is not too good 
at present in Qneen,land. The big goldfield"­
Charters Tcmers and Gympic-are not quite so 
flourishing as we would all like to see them, and 
anything that can be don<> to liberalise the present 
mining law and induce people to come here and 
sink deeper shafts and vrospect for more minerals, 
will be a very good thing for the State. X obody 
would benefit more than the working miners, as 
more work would be given. Certainly, if a rail­
way is built to Georgetown it will be a good 
thing; but, beyond that, inducements should be 
given to anybody who is prepared to Bpend money 
in sinking deHP shafts. 1 understand that nt 
Charters 'Towers now a company is prepared to 
Rink a deep shaft if they get more ground. [Mr. 
DuNSFORD: They are a bit too greedy.] Perhaps 
they are ; bnt two years ago I passed an Act to 
give some Gympie :ind Gla~gow Rpeculaton;:; a 
larger holding if they would sink a shaft 4,000 
feet deep, and, nnfortmmtely, they did not ""on 
with it. But I nnder,tand that at Ch;rters 
Towers the Day Dawn Block Company are pre­
pared to sink a deep shaft if they c:>n get a larger 
area than the pre..,ent ruining law ;;ill give tben1. 
[Mr. Du~HFORJJ : You did not bear anything of 
·hat complaint when they were putting their 
Tramway Blll through.] That is the reason 
they give now. The land i- .. idle, .. :nd is not worth 
1s. an acre, but they ar<J prepared to pay .£1 
per annn m for lOO acres, and put down a shaft 
which will cost :>very large sum of money. By 
all means eneouragement should be given them. 
At Gympie they h~ve already sunk a shaft over 
3,000 feet with very poor results. [Mr. DuNs­
l•'ORD: It w< .. nld h,w · been a ver,- IJnd thing for 
Charters Tower·· if thAy hacl all been 50-acre 
leases.] That w"' when the field wv.s first 
discovPre<l, bnt it has lJeen worked for nYer 
thirty year.-.:, a.nd we know \vhere all the Rhallow 
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ground is. It ha~ been worked ont-nG (111t 

is \vorkin~ that gTnnnd novv. In 1 lther coun-­
trie;;;, after il~ 1na.n has spent a e~rbt,1n f'11n~. 
of money, tb.;y give hj•n a fr~e\J(lld. Tbat 
is done in ~\_rnerica, which is r;, fa.r bigger 
rnining C'')Untry than _.._-\..u~tralia. \Ve t~tlk ahont 
nur great natural rusonrces, bnt vvhat 1:-: the use· 
of thqtn if they are allowed to lie dorn1ant '! It 
is only by offering libera,l conditions sue :1 ,, are 
offer"d in other conntrie' toh<tt they can b, made 
;Lvailable. In Canat.h1., when a rnan ha'! ~pe1!t ;, 
certain snrn of money, he gets a freehold t1tlc. 
[The TitK\ScRER: You have gnt a 7 fCttt clcal ,,, 
inforn1itLion 1 -:,~ely.] I rerne1nber, when I \Y~·:, 
in ch,u ge of the }lining Bill, the lH1L. gentle. 
nlftn w::tutr 1 to get alnut ,jQ 11-'r ( .,nt. 
... be uo1d frmn one miui3. [The TREA~CREJ~·. 
"\ v~r~' gn<1d proposaJ.] It might have been 
a gooJ thing for the hon. gentlcm;;:tn, but 
it wonld have been ::t very ba,l tning ft~r 
<{uer: uF:lan(l, as it wonld have stopped rnining 
enter!JriE'O altoMPther if the St,,,te hrr,d collaret~ 
half the gold. lThe TllEAScHEH: \V,. wan ten 
to ge'c a share of the profits.] A ver,;· lar~·p 
~hare of the profits. 'rhe hon. gentlenu:tn did 
not propose to share the losse,;, and they are 
very cnnsider::tble in mining. However, nov,­
tha't the hnn. gunt.le1nan has :1- hiR majr,ri::,­
behind him he c:111 do an:nhing he liks,;. I hot., 
he will mccke the cmtditions more liberal-s" 
liberal as to inclnce people to come .here an·" 
open np eome of onr dormant fields. '\Ve ha,-e 
fi-Id~ \vhich have far fewer people on tben1 Dl)\V 

thctn they had twenty years ago. 1'here is some 
reason for that. Either the fields are no good, 
ur else the conditions are so adamant that people 
will not tackle the fields. [Mr. MAXWELL: 
They would sooner pay a royalty on gold now.} 
Those who are getting gold would, but some­
times they get nothing at all. lN!.r. :\LuwKLJ,: 
It would b<· be.tter for the fellow who gets 
nothing.] The mining indnstry is one of the bi.g 
indu:-;tries of t:-lneensland, and w,' want to see 1t 
prosperous. It is not prosperous at present. On 
field>< !ikA Charters Towers and Gym pie there are 
lots of young rnen growing up, antl they a~e notg~t­
ting much work. Lately the wolfram dtscovenes 
have been a god~end to some of them, but W•' 

want some of the bigger fields opened up. The 
Etheridge is the largest goldfield we have in 
queensland, bu~. it will never Le of any use to 
the flt><te until it gets means of communic<t­
tion. 1 tried to pass a rail way from Croydon to 
Georgetown, and got it through this Rous· 
twice but the Upper Home did not see fit tu 
pass it. There is another matter I would alsnlikc 
to enlarge upon if I bad more time, but I have 
trespassed too long already. The Treasurer is 
very anxious to have a credit balance at the 
end of the year, and he is also anxious ·~o meet 
the debentures that fall dnu ten years ahead. 
Well, I would advise him to brii)g in a Bill 
authorising him to sell a large quantity of land. 
putting it into the hands of the I"and Cm:rn 
to fix the value of the land. Then let hnn 
earmark a portion of the proceeds for the 
retir•ement of the debentnres, another portion 
going into revenue. [The TnEAsCHER: \Ve 
miO'ht do as well with th>tt as we do with thF· 
re;ts.] I think the Land Court put _ very fair 
value upon some of the bnds now. I know the 
Secretary for Lands has thousands of square 
miles of co<mtry which he would like to le tse fc.r 
f>s. a 1nilA. but no 'one is coming· fon'> .trd to take 
it up. [:\Ir. HA'ULTOX: There is not much at 
3s. n, rnik.·] I don't know. In .":ome di:-:;tncts 
then:• are it ple.sent thousands of square rnile'" 
open that no one will take up. Of comoe there· 
is no s~ock in thecunntry topnt 011. At one time 
we had 20,000,000 shreep in Queensland, and now 
we hav~ on!\· ·tbout 1,000,000; then we used t<' 
have ;-,000,000 cattle, .tnrl now we h.n·e only 
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about 2,500,000. I know a number of men who 
have a;andoned stations in the Gulf eonntry-­
SGJne of the c~ttle bein~ broughtdo\vnhere --\vhi]e 
some of them arc leaving Queenslr-nd altog-ether~ 
It W'lUJd be a very wise thing· to try ctnd induce 
the peoph· now holding- the~l! runs t~) n1ake thGm 
freehold, or to give thmn such a lease a.-, will 
enahk them to '".1tisfactori1v C;JlTV on their 
hnsinPss. [:\lr. H.UIILTOX: ''rhey gT'lWI now. 
and yet they have" forty-year In.'<·~.] But if 
you part with t11P land ~ltogethet· then, ·o far as 
t:;he CrYfWH i~ < ~mcerned there i~; an end to it. 
"1-,he divi~itmal hn \l'd~ ~viJJ tax it Rufticiently. 
Besid__,s, people will not; bny land io lonk a.t it. 
'I'heY will buv it if they ca.n d" .~ •nd to them­
selvt'- with it,~ a nU for 8very 1,000,000 ,<1,cre:-; \Ye 

sell ""1.000,000, I venture to cay, will be spent 
u~on r ... mprove;TJen; ~· \Vonld that not be a goo(l 
thm;;· wr the 8tate ·~ [Mr. J-fA1IIT/i'OX: Tb:tt has 
not been the experienc11 of the pa,.;t.] It has 
been the e~perience of other countries. Uo tc) 
Canarh and the \rgentine Republic. In the 
_-'.rgcmtine they ha,-e two and a-half times as 
rnuch laud under cultivation that ,,,e have 
-imply bec..mse the land is free;wld. You do not 
~xpect people to put expensive in1provernent;0; on 
leasehold. You do not see anyone but China­
m·-:n who cultivate leasehold. \Ve want to 
~ee onr own people here, and not Chim.unen, 
and we w:wt to ~·ive them a decent show. [.Vh. 
HA1IlLTO"": \Vhv did you not give th~m aslJOwc] 
[Mr. ?>lAN:>: You J;rornised us Chinamen at 
Cairns.J If Mr. GivPns' idea had been c:wrierl 
out, a few mean whites would have got the land 
:md leased it to Chinamen. Let us give the 
r'a.me oppol'tunities to our own people as are 
now given by other countries. \Ve have tried 
leasing for some time, but in other countries 
they have solrl land and made much more 
marked advances. In New /Cealand more than 
half the land iR already sold. Only one-third 
of it is left in the hands of the Government 
and the natives. lMr. TnlNEl\: They ha Ye a land 
tax there.] VVhen we have sold our land I will 
vote for a land tax, too, but we have -\20,000,000 
acres of land, and it would be nmdnees to 
depreciate it by imposing a land tax upon it. 
The divisional boards tax the land enough, and 
;t is a fair thing to leave the taxation in the 
hande of the divisional boards. It is taxed for 
local purposes, and the money obtained is spent 
locally, but if there is a land tax brought in by 
the Treasurer the money will not be spent 
where it is raised. He will use it in cutting 
down prickly pear in the Dalby district, or in 
clearing useless land near Rockhampton, or lv,nd 
near \V arwick, which I understand is not 
worth the money spent upon it. There is 
some good land at VVondai which has been 
cleared, and which there was no occasion to 
clear. I believe it would have been taken up 
readily without clearing, and I do not think the 
Minister will get much more for it now that 
it is cleared than if it had not been cleared. 
[The SECRETARY l·Olt AGRW!iL'rURll : That is 
not the opinion of the people nf the district.l 
'I'hat may be so, but v. ait until the bnd is 
opened. The land is announced as being open 
for RPlecbon, but one requin:s a 1nlcrosCope to 
flee the advertisements. Now, if there is :1 lot; 
of good land open, it should be advertised in >Lll 
the States. ['I'he SEURETAHY FOR PURLTl' L.\.ND~: 
The \VonrJa,i la,nd will go off wry well.] It 
would go off bettPr if it were well a<lvcrtised. 
There is not one-tenth part of onr own people 
who know tb,tt it is opc,L [The SP.URRTARY 
FOR Pl:BLIC LANDR : I have done more ad­
vertising tho.n my predecessor. J The hon. 
<;;"enf1eman rnight have done. hut fwen thAn 
he might not have been right. \V e are opening 

land fur the i\Ioravians who are comin~· 
\Vhy not open it to the people ',f all 

. \ ustralia '? Let the lJBOt-~8 fron1 "\""ictnria, and 
~ew South \V::des con1e here. \\Te might get 
plenty of thetn if we wpnt about it the rightw. y. 
[The 8ECHETARY FOR l'CHLJC LA:<DN : I hase 
advert.iRerl in X ew South \V ale<.] X ot that 
land. rfhere ~H2 011ly ;tbont 2 inches of adver­
tising matter in the local Pre::;s. J_jet the~\.finister 
l0ok at thf· w:1,y jn which the Colinton land was 
advertised. That was a work of art. [The 
KE<'HETA!lY FOR l't'BLIU LAXTJS: It did noi·. :tll go 
off.] .A ·.:r..-:.t de-al of it did. About £70,000 
worth wa-:; :·mld. and the 8tate could adverti:-P 

in the .ame way. l hope the 7\linister, who 
belieYe i anxlrms to ~ce land ~ettlentent) wi1l 

:-:pcnd nvJre n1or1e' in ::dYerLising. I know the 
r_l_..,rea,_nrer i.; anxious abont the iiuanct '·.and I 
hope he will P'lt on his considering cap 
think: whr" o, g \od thing it woul<l be 
\VhPn tht~ debentureB are falling due, h8 
had a few 1nillions of 1:uoney with which t(1 

l'edeern thew: and l!Ot be in thP po~ition of the 
Govern1nent of \~ictoria, \Vhlch h:ul to go cap in 
hand to the Lowlon monec'·lenderN, and get 
monc:y at any price they cared tt) charge. That 
is not a go'tl thing for the St<tte. Xow we h<tve 
deveu or t<1"eh-c years beforB ns in 'vhich to 
meet our debfmtnres, and we ha·. e the !an cl. 
\Ve want to get it ~ettled, and at the s;:tme tirne 
get something out of it, and l bPlie,-e ~elling it 
is the only '" ''Y in which the Government of 
queensland will get thF most out ol this >Lsset. 
'I'here is just one other matter l 1\'ould like to 
touch upon. I do not think it wonld be right to 
sit down without referring to the loss we have 
sustained by the defeat of some of the. member,.; 
of this Honse. Personally, 1 regret the lo•s of the 
late member for 1\Iackay, 1\lr. Dalrymple, more 
than any man whosat on this side. He was a great 
personal friend of mine, and, though I say it, I 
think hew as the ablest man inclebatewhowas ever 
in this Chamber. The hon, member for 1\fackay, 
.Mr. :Fudge, ought to feel very proud that he was 
able to oust such an able man, and I hope he will 
be able to take his place. I am afraid the House 
and the country will feel the loss of Mr. Dal­
rymple ,·ery much. \Ve have also lost Sir 
.A:rthur Rutledge, one.t:>f the oldest members of 
the House. I am s,:rry to say he was defeated 
by a man who will not be able to take his place 
in this Honse. Then, again, 1\Ir. J<'oxton, the 
late membur for Carnarvon, was also defeated. 
["i\Ir. KERR: He was independent.] I hope we 
am all independent. At all events, the members 
who sit on this side are. 1VIr. :Foxton gaye 
twenty years of his life to the 'enice of the 
country in this House-perhaps more. I think 
everyone will admit that he was a very able 
men, a very conscientious man, rtnd a splendid 
adrninistmtor. [Honourable members: Hear, 
hear'] Then we have lost Mr. JVIcM..aster-on<' 
of the old lronsides, he was once termed. He 
waB a good man, and I regret very much that he 
is out of the House. 'l'hen we had lHr. Story, 
one of the straightest men who ever eat in 
Parliament, and a very able end c:ocpable man. 
\Vhen he got up t0 speak everyoue listened with 
pleasure to him. The House is the poorer fm· 
his not being here. \Ve have lost Mr. 'l'. B. 
Cribb also. I think Ipswich, for having rejecterl 
him, Night to go in sackcloth and adhes, If 
ever a man worked umelfishly for ::t place, 
and workecl hard, :\lr. Cribb was that man. 
However, it seems to me that electors have a 
wonderf,)lly short memory, and that the more a 
man does for his constituents the more they turn 
round and rend him. LMr. KERR: \Vhat about 
the late member for Cook ?l The late member 
for Cook made a very gond fight for Gyrnpie. 
He n1anaged to get 1,000 people tn vote for 
him ; and it i" nnfortunat,e that more goldfield" 
arP not represented by , uch n rnan. r.rhe result 
is that we nu thi:;:: side are now only seventeen 
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all told ; but I admit the quality io unexception­
able. If the quality on the other side is as g-ood 
we shall have a spl0ndid Honse. fA Govern­
lnentrn81nlx~;r: Itisa:-;plljndidl-Iou~:~e.j Seriously, 
I think it is a pity, and l deeply regret that 
men who hav·e spent half their lives probably 
in the service of the country should r1<we to 
go out as the~e u1en haYe gone out. I was 
in hope" the Premier would have made some of 
them members "f the Upper House. He is not 
particuhtr as to nunJbeT, and he Inight appoint 
three or four more. I understand that one or 
two more are to be uominated. [The, PREMIER: 
);o.J All I can say is that some of those men 
who have been defeated would be far suprrior 
to the last batch of nominees. [!'vir. UoWAP: 
\Vas not that the fault of the elector" ?] I 
do not say it wa' not. Some of them did not 
Btand for .l\lr. :\lorgan. [Mr. Co\\"AP: If they 
had they might have lost their deposit. J He 
rrm.st have been n very poor man if he could not 
have defeated the hem. member for Fitzroy, who 
reminds me of a story I heard the other day of 
a ladv who told her friPnds that her little oon 
had rnade two chairs and a table out of his own 
head, and there was enough timber left to make 
half a dozen more. 

The PREMIER (Hon. A. Morgan, w,muick): 
I should like to offer my congratulations to the 
hon. members who moved and seconded the 
adoption of the Address in Reply to the 
Governor'' Opening Speech. It is the usual 
practice to offer congratulations to the members 
who discharge that duty, hut I c,ur say, with all 
sincerity on the present occasion, that the con· 
gratulation,; are thoroughly well desernd. I 
have heard many members proposing and second­
ing the motion for the Addre.ss in Reply in this 
Chamber, hut I do nut recollect any occasion 
Oii which, in my judgment, the duty was :;o 
thoroughly well don~ as it was yesterday ; and 
I think both the hon. member for ;:louth Bris· 
bane, ::VIr. Bonchard, and the hon. member for 
::\IusgraYe, :\lr. Xielson, are entitled to the con­
gratulations which the hon. gentleman opposite 
bas offered to them, and which 1 am v·ery happy 
to have an opportunity of endorsing. I might 
also say that the House is to be congratulated 
at the tone of the speech which has just been 
delivered by the hon. member who leads the 
Op[>osition. That speech, and thoce delivered 
yeBt>·rda.y, were such as I hope will characterise 
the debates throughout the session now beginnirrg; 
and if that should be the case I am sure vvht·n 
we arrive at the conclusion of our labour8 "\Ve 
shall have a record tu show of good work well done. 
(Hear, hear~) I would like also to Nay, before I 
proceed to f(}llo\; the speech the hon. gentleman 
has delivered in criticism of the Government 
policy, that I, too, share the regret he feelf' 
that a number of faces unce well known in 
this Chamber are no longer with u,. It is 
(,ne of the l'esult~ of a general election th<.t: 
;., to be regretted, that men wh,, have workecl 
hard and earnestly for what they believed to be 
the best interests of the cunntry should be ghen 
the unhappy deopatch. It is a poor requital for 
long ye -.rs of service; and, although l did not 
agree With N\)nle of the £{entlenwn \vhu were 
de£<- ate cl at the l'ecent election, I share in a1l 
f,1ncerity thP regret expressed by Lhe leader of 
the Opposition that some of those to whom he has 
ruade reference ~tre no longer with U>:'. However, 
that is the fortune of war, nnd we mu,;t all be 
pnpctred to take the risk, at a election, of 
;:-;baring the fate \Vhich sorne those who were 
\Vith us a few 1nonths ago have 111et. There i::; 
another figure n1i:-;sing frorn thi~ Chamber to 
whom, I think, it is well I should m11ke allusion. 
I speak not uniy for Ministers but for members 
on this side, and I hope for the Houc<e general!~-, 
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when l say we dedply re~ret that the late junior 
member f(H' Toowonmba should not have lived to 
be with us now. He was a rnernber \Vho was a 
faithful and devoted servant of his constituency, 
and uot only of his constituency but tu the dis­
trict in which his constituency is situated, and, 
indeee1, of the whole State. He was a man who 
had donP good service not only for the Darling 
llowns but for the rest of ~lueensland, and I 
take tbii' opportunity of expressing my regret, 
and of tendering to his family, to his colleague, and 
to hiB constituency, the regret I myseif personally 
feel--ctnd which is shared by my C<Jlleagues and 
supporters-at Mr. Fogany"s untimely deatb. 
The hon. gentleman who le<ds the Opposition 
opened his speech by saying that the Speech 
deliYBred by his Excellency the Governor at the 
opening of this session of P~rliament Y(";terday 
contained nothing. [Hon. R. PHI LP: K othing 
new.] That is not the phrase the hon. gentle­
n1an used. "There is nothing in the Speech,, 
was the statement the hon. gentleman made. If 
he had ~;aid" nothing new,'' the criticism would 
have been justified, because there is nothing new 
in the Speech. The Speech is a small edition of 
the Speech delivered to the late Parliament 
in :!Yfay last, and it ha''' only been condensed 
becausP Ministers recogniRe that in the time at 
our disposal, if we are tu cloHe the bu~ine;,, of 
the Housl' bef.,re ChristnMs, as I hope we will 
do, it is not likely we shall be able to overtake 
much more work than is outlined in the Opening 
Speech. I hope, however, that it may be 
JJObsible-ancl, mdeed, I am confirlent it will be 
Pof:lsih]e-not only to pas:-; the Billti cut1in~d ln 
the t:lpeech, but some others that are qmte as 
necessary and ought to be passed if Parliament 
is to do its duty. Of conrse it will be well 
understood that there is not any justification for 
long speeches in discussing the Opening Speech 
delivered by His Excellency yesterday, ,,ince all 
the subjects referred to therein were di,cus>ed at 
very great length, as the leader of tbe Opposi­
tion haB pointed out, eight weeks ago; and it 
would be simply repeating what was then said 
were we to continue the discussion to an undue 
length. I hope the debate on the Address in 
Reply will not be unduly protracted, but that we 
shall be able to get, as quickly as l"'s'ible, to th~ 
main business of tbe present ses,ion-that is, the 
~nancial mee1sures which we are bound to sub­
mit to the House, and v.hich we hope to have 
an opportunity of subrnitt,ing very shortly. 
\\"hen the financia.l proposals of the Govern­
ment are discln·""ed to the House they wiil offer 
a better opportunity for discussion thmr is 
afforded by the Opening Speech, which after all 

is simply a speech of a formal 
[7.30 p.m.]ruture. );ow, the leader of the 

Opposit-ion, \vhonl I propose to 
fullow·-nnt ,,t great leug-th, I hope-particularly 
regretted tlmt the Speech cnade no reference to the 
qnestiuu of :J, referendu1:n~a referenJurn, as I 
undPrsto.Jod hiln to 1nean, on the t'lubject of the 
reduction of members of this House. [Hon. R. 
J>nrLl': There is no reference to it.] He chided us 
with haYingmade a proposal in :!Ylay last, and fm· 
now being silent on the subject, \V ell, Sir, the 
altered circun1stanceF: are in thrn1sdve:; an a:n1plc 
expl<1nation of the silence now observed 
fJll tbl.;:: subject, wbieb was OlH' of preBsing 
importance thnn, \Ye proposed at that time to 
rmuit this n1atter to the electt:J.· for their 
decitdon, and we \Vt:'re anxious tn do it :w early a0 
po>sible in order that the appeal to the dectors 
might be mac1e sufficientl.r early to admit of effect 
bein~· given to the deci~;iou in :n1ticivatiou of the 
elections which would have tJken place in the 
ordinnrv cour::;e in 1\;Iarch next. The Governn1-en.t 
proposed, but hem. gentlemen oppoc,ite dispnseci 
otherwise. They, with the assistance of a 
numl>er nf gentlemen then sitting on this side of 
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the Chatnbcir, who are now absent, succeeded in 
d?fer .. ting our general proposal:::;--- -or, at any rate, 
in df'laying them-::-tncl bringing Hbout an appeal 
to the Plectors which has re.,ultecl in the eltered 
.-:-tate of parties "''hir:h \ve no\v seP in this llou~e. 
Now, there has been ::t genBraJ election sinc,-3 
last ~lay, J>arliament is just back from the 
people, am! it ".mid be the height of folly 
for a Parliament juf't returned frcnn the people 
to bring down a mea,JnrP- the pas~age of wh1ch 
would he an act of political Hnicicie. \Ve clo not 
propose to do anyt.hing of the kind. \Ve are 
Uaek fron1 the people ·.vith a. n1andtt' e frorn the 
pcnple. \Ve propo~e to do onr be::'t jn ;_ecordance 
with the '.rill of the per1ple as expreRs--:J. at the 
electiont;. The pvople CPrtaillly did not give ns 
a.ny ll1-' ;1date to cn1ne here and pa~"~ ,,, 1-.hll for a 
reteJ:>endurn whiuh rni:;·ht have the efft'ct of dis~ 
solving- Parlh:nPnt vvithin the nf: -.,::t nine 
tnontlvs. FoRSYTH: Not neee ... :-;arily.l 

;\L'iX\V}cLL: ·where is the hurry for it ?I 
a 1ueasure \V hi eh in effect 

declart"'t:i tlutt no lcmger rc:pre,c.;ents th~~ IJeople, 
then it is the <lut} of that Parliament to get to 
t.he peoplD ,·t the earHt>st pOS.'\ihle llWmPnt. 
That is vve.H understood, and if \\'8 pa,·serl a 
Bill :md took a rderendnm ot the pe<>ple which 
r• suite l in it de,cision by the peoplr that the con­
f4tituencies ~hnnlrl ln altered as to their boun­
~ari~ .:;r~nd rednc"'<l a~ tnt!1Pir reprt>· ··ntation, thAn 
It \V')nld h the dutv of this Parliament to go baek 
to the peo1)le at the {'lrllest possihle mornent. 
[Mr. }<'oR~Y'l'H: C\ionsense' It should hctve been 
c~one n.t tbe gA:neral e1ectit)D, anrl you know it. 
You had no manrbte from the pt ople I··st year.] 
That is why the G~1vernor's SpePch contaim; no 
refe?ence to the Referendum Bill. [Mr. FoR-
0'\YTH: A very poor opology.] \Vill you cllow 
n1e to -.ay it il'5 no apologv :1t all, and is not 
intended us an ~pnlOf!Y '! [Government lnem­
b_ers: Hear, hear!] It is an explan1.tion of a 
snnple fact; md as for the contention that has 
been set up-that w ,, sei: up here in the last 
session of the last Parliarnent--that a r,·duction 
of members of this House is denunded by the 
p8nple, what evidence do we find in confirmation 
of that ln the po~ition of 1 )artieN in Lhis :House as 
now con.-.:tit.ntf-·d? AJy;:olntelv nnnP. rnovern­
ment members: Hear, hear !J t event- t.hrongh 
the election, and hac! an opportu11ity of jndgin~ 
of the feelings of the people, and only 
on ont> occa~ion did I hear a que~tion 
pnt to a candidate remotely apr,rmtching 
the '.jlle,;tion. [Hon. PHILP: Perlmps that 
'~Na:-; ~n y::mrown elec~orate"!J No, hut. 1 nn1 not 
alluding to 1ny own electorate; I mn aJlnding to 
other eleetor."teR in" hich I bad the opportunitv 
of meetliJg thP electors, and in ouly one did ~I 
hf'::tr the (lllei;tion raised in any V\ t\, and thnt 

rai~~d hy an elector v- h(,j I "fancy, ~ 
prnmp·~pi! by thH opposing· f'n.:;ldidat'J. [lion. 
PHI LP: Yon "id your,elf that you helieved in 
a reduction.] [;\fr. ]<'oRSYTH: \Vas the question 
mised lnRt yenr or any o•ber year?] \Vhether it 
was rai..:;t->d before the ft: )od or ~ince the ft()nd-­
(ianghter)-ix of little moment if it were not 
confirrned at thL· election from \vhich we 
have jnRt returned. \Ve have s·nt our n1an­
datP from the people who !'"lied Pn the 
27th of last month. [Nir. l\LICARTNEY : A 
number of hon. Il1f'lnber::; were J~ledged to it.] 
We hilve got our manrlate front the ('lectors who 
recorded their votes on the 27tll of lnslc month. 
rMr. 11'0RSY'rH: Not. with regard tothatmatter.-1 
1 want hon. gentJetnen opp()site to understand 
that I am nol; in any w.•y itttempting· to shi1k 
my reRponR]bility in connection \Vith the matter. 
I \In endea,y,,uring ro an.;;wer now thP opinion 
expressed that this question shonld have been 
referred to the constitnPncie-l. The hon. n mn­
ber for Ca•·pentaria, who donbtin~ly 'hakes bis 
head at me-[Mr. FOI\SYTH: ·well I might. 

'\Ve were told one thing· last ye~r; now we are 
told the oppo ,ite. 1--mnst b~; perfectly well 
itware of the fact that the condition of the 
House ihelf is the very best answer to thE' 
statem,,nt that there is " burning desire on the 
part of the constituencies fr,r the wholesale 
reduction which we have beard advocitted by 
hon. genthmen opposite. [.:\lr. J<'ORSYTH: \V os 
tht:~re <1 bnrnlnf{ t:esire last year?_] I do not wi~h 
the hon. gertlem<'Ln to n1isnnderstand n1e. I aD1 
in no way de..;irons of departing fl'on1 the vie\\" 
havs expr1 setl on thi~ ~mbject either in thi~ 
Hutl.~e or in the rnanife~to I addrPs~ed to the 
electorf'j m: in the l deliveted dul'ing tht-' 
collt.·.-t. ~Ln..;wering t.he sta,tement~ 
that we s ' heard in thi' House last 
~<3ssion, no\v by the hon. ger1tle:man 
tt the hPad of the) Oppot:dti~~n. tlmt r;here is ~t 
bnrnin;:.. and nn~rweening desire on the part of 
the fnr a wtwlt:tmle reduction in the 

of thi::i liou:::;e. has not been 
\.Vav endorRed by con:-)tituencie:-:. 

.f. LK\l!Y : It wa' not pnt before them. J 
stated in n1y speeches in this Hon~e and in the 

country that I '•'as prepart"'cl to rernit thi:-; 
1naUm· to 1 he elector~, and I mn pre}JarE'd to 
[{ive f>ffei~t tu tha,_, proruise at the right n1oment. 
rGoverruue:nt 111Mmber~: Hear, lwar !J [~\lr. 
_FORNYTH: _\ t the ri~ht lTIOUlf'llt ~J Y P:-1, at tht_. 
right nHnnent. [_7\lr. ll'on ... YTH: Can you tell us 
-..vbeo that i~ ·?I ~-\s to vvhen that n1tHHent will 
l arn not: pr~- p~l'ed to ~dlo\1 thnt nwtter to rmnain 
for tha dt ...;i1:1ion of the hon. n~embr-r \\ hn repre.:;entf; 
Carpent-,,rin. [ti-o,·ernmentmenlber :Fie'll', hear!] 
I propose to do it at the right u1nrneut, and that 
"ill be a lrl0lllfl1C. which Will [J81'Jnit the e]ectorR 
te con1e to a decision on the: ~ubject in tirne to 
fMhnit of effect being givPn to their d~·"lire, if 
nece~~ary, on the occasion of the next appeal tu 
the country. [Hon. H. PHILP: You Raid that 
before.] YeR. and I repeat i~ nnw. [:\ir. 
MAC \R'l'NEY: y-nu are dCiing v .. -hat yuu are told.] 
'l'he bun. n1embe1· iR {1nitc~ wrong·. I arn not 
doing whst I am told, ,\nd I am not in the )past 
likelv to do wbnt the hon. mendJer tells YnP to 
<lo. ·[Government member." He~r, hear!] [Hon. 
R. PHlLl': Should not ail thi" come together 
wit.h e1Petnral rPfurnl ~1 \~'/ e are going· to rnalze 
the programu1e for thiR ses·.,ion, and I t~ u:"t a pro~ 
grarnrne for this P.arlia.i.nent, I an1 preparPd to 
hear the critici~n.~-R of the hon. nw1nher tol' 
Toowong on the Spe,_ch_and give dne \\'eight to 
them; bnt wi:l 11ut allow the hon. m~'nber or 
any other Don. rnernber opposite to dictate tons 
the order 1u which we will present our bnsin"'">S 
to thi~ LG·overnn1!-'nt wen1bers: He 
h%r !l PHn,p : I don't wish to do 
f know hc~n. mernbl r d .e~-; not wid1 to do so. 
but I say that there is no justification for ~,rlng~ 
ing the tnr3rsJ, eR in in the order he ha.~ sng­
ge-,te<l. liVe "hall submit the melHlrll' to the 
J-1 on~e in their proper order, and I hl)pe to seen re 
their passng-e on to the statnte-b:1ok. At any 
rate, we intend to make a sincere effort to 
that end, an.-l that is much more th:::n th' 
hon. lTl· Inhcr f~lr To,nvung can congt'}Jtu­
late hiJn;-;:· .... lf on bu.ving do;1e with I'Pgnrd 
to rlectoral refnrm. rMr. MAC_\RTN~:y: You 
will hear what I have t<l ,, ,y about ti:is ater on.] 
Xow, hon. tnember,s oppc~iie ar·· vt~ry anxi(lu" to 
know \vhat the~e sevel'al prowi~·wd Hills rnea.n~ 
what the Incmne Tax Ac' A1nrndTJJent Bil.l 
n:1eans, and 1vhat the St~1mp Act Amernhnc>nt 
Bill means; it is perfectly natural that th8y 
.shonld want to kn0w tbiR, rl.lld thPy v. jll know 
all in gnod time. I mn not to outline 
in any detailed way the Kills promisPd 
in the Sper>ch. 'rhis it> not the time for f1t·ing 
that, as hon. rnetnber~ know. The hlllL gentle-
111fl,n "'1 ho leads the Opposition, and other hon. 
1TIPnlber~ aho, know that RO far as the InC!IIYte 
Tax Act Amendment Bill is concerned, its 
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provi~ions are, to son1e extent, outlined i1'. the 
Speech itself. \Ve h:1ve told the House that 
">Ve propose to re-enact the Iuc01ne Tax ..r\ot, and 
1nake exen1ptions with Tegard to iuconJe::i below 
£100. [Hon. K B. FORRE~T: That i,; perfectly 
clear.] [:VIr. FORSYTH: \V hat else?] The n •.t 
of the good thing:; the Bill contains I must a•k 
the hon. mr~mber to wait for. (Laug·hter.) I 
h•;pe that this Bill will be before t'1e Hc.1se m a 
very sho1't time, and I arn qnite ::;ure that ~ve rnay 
calculaLc on the lw·1.rty support of ·be hon. 
1nember O!Jposite 'vho repre.-:ent;') the hlue-riblJ(m 
constitnencv nf the State when the Dill comes 
on. [Hon.·K B. FmmEST: I don't think so.J 
I hope the strong corrnnon sen~e of the hon. 
member will lead him to support the Bili with 
this exemption. The hem. gentl<:n, •n who leads 
the Opposition al~o ( xpre~ ~ed tile opinion that~ 
in;.;tead of levying the incorne tax ngain, we Rhonld 
adopt the policy suggested to the coul!l:ry hy his 
late le ;der, Sir Artlmr Rutledg· -that thP 
Income Tax Act should be repealed. and th"~· 
the awount of rw.'enue which it iN nnd ba;.; 
been bringin~· in i:ihuuld be drav.~n fron1 sa.le:--~ 
of Crown lands. But the hon. gentlem<n acho­
c,tted something more t:um that: in othc: wonh. 
h(; advoc~ted selling our lands at jm.t what 
they would command in the open market 
-[Hon. R. PHILP: Yes.]-whether 1s., 2s., 
or 3s., it was all the s&me, »nd also with 
the guarantee that the purchasers should be 
e>.:empt from taxation for twenty yee,rs. [Hon. 
l:t. PHlLP: J~xempt from land tax.] Kow, 
I object to the money received from such 
sale& of Crown lands being tre tted as revenue. 
[Hon. R. PHTLP: Y on may have to do that.] 
1: es, we rnay ; but it is not a sound principle. 
I e,m prepared to str'lllgly advor·tte the policy of 
eelling land, but I think the proceeds ehou!d be 
treated as t 1pital and devoted to the construction 
of development works-works that wiil improYe 
the v-1lue of the 1 •.nd left in the hands of the 
State. [Hon. R. Pmu': Taking up debentures 
is practicallv the same thing.] If debentures are 
taken np, money would he,ve to be borrowed for 
new works, so that it i' six of one e,nd half a 
dozen of the other--the prinaiple is not 
affected. I would also provide a guarantee that 
the State should demand wme share of the 
increment of Yalue. \Vith these nrovisions I 
\Would not hE.;itatG to sell land 'much more 
freely the,n it has b<·en sold in the past. I 
would do that at eVf'n " lower minimum than 
10 ·· per e,m·e : and with the,;e stit>ulatiuns I think 
no pa1·ty in this Hcuse would h .. \ve the slightest 
object;ion to the alienation of Crown lands in 
larger areaR than ha-; been the r~ractice for rnany 
yenrs pe,st. I think tl1e policy I h.tve enunciated 
jn this resp;_..;t i~ a ::;ound one, anll I \Vonld have 
no hesitat!<m in s<.lbmitting- it and of jnKtify­
ing it to the Honse and the country. These 
TemarkR I deRire t) ntfpr thf· non. gentle­
nl~lD with regard to his criticism with respect 
to the income tax and selling of land prr'­
posals. Then we are n:Jt gui.ng- tfl h::we the 
exemption confined to warried n1en; we are 
goinr.s to exen1pt all people~ -whether mnrried or 
single n1en or n1arried or single won1Ln-whose 
incomes do not exceed .£100. \Ve are not going 
to differentiate nt all. We :<re going to follow 
the common sense which hn--• been disphtyed in 
all IncomP Tax Acts throughout the civilised 
world. We are not going to n1ake exemption;;; 
to married men in the w::ty that a so-c.tiled 
liberal fmnchioe was offered to married men 
bv hon. members opposite when in power. 
'fhey would give a liberal franchise, provided 
you submitted to conditions, but they knew per­
fectlY well that the House would never submit 
to those conditions. \V e are not going to attach 
any conditions either to the :Franchise Bill or 
to the income tax exemption. The hon. gentle-
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man ec:pr<lHOed the opinion that the Queensland 
i'<ational Bank Agreement Act Amendment Bill 
wrould afford Y·Jry little relief to the Treasury. 
It will supply the Treasurer with an additionr<l 
£tiG,OOO of lo11n money per annum. [Hon. R. 
PHILP: He is getting £50,000 a year now.] He 
is nnt; the hon. gtontlernan is wrong. [Hon. 
E. B. J<'Ol\REST: They ha-1 .£50,000 a year.] 
Ah ! th~y had £:'50,000 · Y<''tr; bnt the Govern­
ment geG that no longer. Tbe leader of the 
Opposition must remelllber that it is twelve 
nwntLs since he wn..:s at the Tre~bnry, and that 
things have hapf e>ned since then. One of the 
things which has happent d i-.; tha,t an intima­
tion ha' been received to the elfect thaL the pay­
lnents which wt•re n1wie up tu the ti1nt the 
hon. member w"'' at the head of affairs ate no 
longer to continne. Those payn1ents ,,,ere purely 
\'Olnntv.ry, a.nrl there wa~, no power under the 
law to eornp ... l tile bHnk to n1aJn-1 th(,;-;8 pa.:pnents. 
[1Ir. l•,on~Y'l'H: 'l'here is no power to compel 
them t•> l'"-Y £8G,OOO a year.] 3\Jo; bet there 
will be under the Jaw as we propose w .. mend it, 
and the lmnk will then have to pay .£80,000 a 
year from the locked-up deposits. \\-e are of 
the opininn that the propoe t! now made is u 
gnud one, and we intenrl tu bring it. down to the 
House and back it. I think the House will 
recognise that it is one which 'may safely be 
adopted in the intere't of the country and the 
intereet of the bank. [Mr. :F'ORSYTH: it appears 
to be a geneml propo,;al.l \Ve need not discuss 
it in detail now. I believe the adoption of 
thA propoeal will he <td vantageous to the 
country and to the bank. It will give the 
Treasurer £86,000 of loan rnoney per annum 1nore 
than h, i,; likely to have otherwise. T,,e hon. 
gentleman at the head d th•· Opposition said 
that wuulo be " very small sum with which 
to carry on a policy of public WUI ks. That is so. 
But tl;at sum mnst be added to the available 
money now standing to the credit of the loan 
fund acoonnt. The money now ava.ilable, with 
this .£86,000 which we shall ,_,et from th; (-tneens­
land I\atioual Bank, will enable us to expend 
during- the next three years a snm of .£350,000 
per annum. [H<m. lL PHILP: I do no& believe 
you will have that amount.] That is the amount 
we shall have in round figures. [Hon. R. 
PHI LP: Loce,l auth<>rities eould borrow all that.] 
No doubt they could, .. nd a great deal more. 
That will give us £350,000 per annum during 
the next three years, and with that I hope 
the country will decide to be conten~;. [Hon. 
:K B. l<'o!<REST: lnstead of £1,000,000 per 
annu1n ?] Ye8. Hy comparison \vi.th the ex­
penditure that has been going· on in recent years 
it will be .t small snm, but it. is quite as much 
a' the country ce,u afford. [Govemment 
members: Hear, he.tr !] [Hon. R. PHILP: 
You supported " Government which was 
spending .£2,000,000 " year once.J \VeiL some> 
of ns had no choice in tlmt matter. [Mr. 
BARNES: You justified it.l The hon. member 
for ]3ulimb>t says I justified it. [Hon. :E. B. 
]'onREST: The best justificatinn that has been 
made of it.] I have had the \Varwick speech of 
1902 q noted a good many time·"· As a n1.,~,ttt_'r 
off .et, the country cannot afford to go on spend­
ing loan money at the mte of £1,000,000 a year. 
Hon. members opposite he,ve placed us in the 
positirm that probably if we wan :.eel to spend 
.£1,000,000 a year we would be unable to do so, 
for the verv substantial reason that we would 
not be able to get the money. I:Ve have no 
intention of attempting to get &he money. We 
think that a restricted loan expenditure is 
" justifiable policy, and that is the policy 
we propose to endeavour to carry out as 
long as we remain on these bencbes. The 
leader of the OppoRition said that my colleague, 
the Secretary for Lands, and myself promised 
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:;_ .tilway:;.. which would absorb nmch more rnoney 
than we are likely to get fruw the Queensland 
Xntional Bank. anrl hH baserl his stat,ement on a 
· ,:'''Vsp:qHT repnrt of sornet.\1in; I ~aid at (1-ra~T­
,.Iare. I c Ul only say th:?~t if he had no morE 
substantial authority than the newspap r para­
.;ratJh3 whlLh :~·er~~ ::1ppearing in reference to 
r:-overnrueut c::tndidates aud ~\1iuister;-_, in certain 
pctpcr~ dming- the heat of thr electinn, tlwn his 
:lnthority i- :1 Yer:,~ poor on( indePr!. [C1-oYBrn· 
nwnt m••mhcrs: Hear, bear ~J LHcn. E. B. 
}-r)RREST: .A \Varwick paper.] ::3uch a ;.;tate­
l:!ent cl id not appear in a \V m· wick Jnper. [Hon. 
E. B. Fomu:~T: The TVrfJ'II'i•·k 1'Lpu., : it is on 
the table.-] The hon. gentleman will not find any 
:-:.uch ::;tatemeut in the· 1Vurl' i 1, .Arrnr~. [f-Ion. 
It. PHTLP: 1 rlid not (jiJOte from hi' paper.] 
:\o, the hon. gentleu1an did not quote frorn 
it; but no 111atter whert; the hou. lllei!llH~r finds 
the 8tatement it ],;;; quite iucorrect. I can 
claim ber, in thi,o; House that I ~~-ent throng;-, 
tl-.e electi -rn v<:ithout ila,,ing nuvh· any pto­
nd to tny con tit.uency of a railway or any 
other sub-trrntial gift thftt would hftve the 
,!ightc--t effect in influencing the yote in thut 
constituency". [Me "\L~C.\RTNEY : Y on >aid 
more than tlut.l Tlw hon. memuer is inter­
jecting without au,- knowledge of the facts, but 
that seerns a tnatt.e!' of Yel'V rnino'T' con:'iirleration 
to bil!l. As a ll!att -r of fact; what I have stated to 
the H•mse is acc-nra'e. I prmnlF=ed no railway or 
Bubstantial consideration in the way of a reduc­
tion of freight::-, .1r grant of loan~, in order to 
induce fllectorate, to vote for candidates favour­
able to the Government, and there is no man in 
this House or out of it can sav with truth that I 
made any such promise. Ci\1r. :\L~CARTNEY : 
That is a mnch wider statement than you can 
-;tand by.] The leader of the Opposition and 
the hon. member for Toowong ha,-e referred to a 
s~ate1nent I\, aB supposed to have n1adt' vdthrefer~ 
ence to the extension of the border line from 
Thane\ Creek. l neYcrmade any such statement. 
The statement I made at Grc<ymare I will 
repeat here now. I said that when] was ceek-

ing the ~uifrages ot the \V anvick 
,K p.m.] elector~ in Hl02 I bad promised 

them that when I cctme electioneer­
ing among~t the1n again I would con1e by rail, 
and I "-us there in fulfilment o£ my pr< ·mise, 
[:\fr. MACARTNEY: And you \\'ere not going to 
swp there.] I n.m going to continue. and tell 
the hon. member how I continued at Graymare. 
Perhaps whu1 be has heard what I s<>id be will 
not be so smugly satisfied us he is Eow. I went 
on to tiay at G-rayn1are that when I nd \'ocated 
the railway in Parlinment I told Parliament that 
a railwa~· to 'l'halle'c Creek would not justify 
the exptnditure necP:-;sary for it:-; construction, 
c,r1d that, if the railw~y was to be any good at 
all, it must be carried further; and I told the 

of Graymare that, when this State was 
a lJOtiition to resun1e railwa,y con.struction, I, 

whether ~s Secretary for R.ai!ways or as a private 
member of this House, would see that the que>­
tion of extending the line bad full consideration. 
The leader of the Opposition brought that state­
ment into the House in the vain endeavour to 
,-how that I had promised an extension of the 
railway. I made no such promise. [Hon. E. 1:\. 
l<'oRRES'r: You did, conditionally.] \Veil, I am 
nolO prepared to bandy words further over the 
matter. [Hon. R, PHILP: \Vbere is Graymare?] 
The hon. gentleman does not know a place he 
built a railway to. [Hon. R. PHILP : Thana's 
Creek is where I built the railway to.] The 
hon. gentleman had also something to say in 
reference to a promise which was alleged to have 
\:>een made by the Secretary for Lands. That is 
a statement also based upon a newspaper para­
graph-a statement which my colleague at once 
challenged when he saw it in print, and which 

he challenged when repeated this a£ tcrnoon h,, 
the lP'tder of the Opposition. I tru"t the leader of 
the OppoBition iB prepared to accept my colleague's 
statement. rHon. R. PmLP: I must.] I trnst 
the hon. gentleman will accept it in some other 
sense than that he must do so. I have my 
colleague's as~urance that he nmde no such 
prorniwl~ and I ba\-e 8\'ery reason to Lelie\'B that 
the si , :ement he made to me is ausolutely 
accurate. It is true of myself and -it io trne of 
1ny coHt" tgne tb:tt we did-- not \V in the elections, 
HH we did win thetn, on the strength vf lJl'OIHise~ 
we ma.de of raihrav:'i to f!Ur OVi.'n or to ,\nv otbf'r 
constituHlcie~. If the hon. gentleman 1. 'ln find 
an;,- .-~.uthentie recor~l of any pnnuii3e 1nade by 
1nyself or b~- any rw rnber of the Govt>rninent, 
he i, ttt !ib•nt. to bring it furw11rd ; but he will 
search the new:-.papers in v:.tin for the l'ecord of 
any such l'rorrli..-es. [J-[on. l-t. PHILP: I acce;,_;t 
yonr denial._] I mn glad to hear the hon. gentle­
man say so, but hA did not scetn very ready to 
uecept my denial. The hon .... entiernau passed 
on to pri\ ... te ntihvay·-,, He h:.tS ahv~1-YS been ..t 

strong a-1 vocate of tl10 }JOlicY of building rail­
ways by vrh·ate enttrprist. I can recall the 
thne devoted h:r this J-[on~P to the ( unsideratim.1 
of pri\'ate railvi.'ay Bill.s a few yean; ago. Six 
uf them were pbceu on the statute-book, and 
111 only tY;o ca~es has ad, ;'lntage been taken 
of the options which were g-ivtn by Parlia­
ment to the promoter,;. [1\Ir. BARNEb: J\iuch 
to be regcetted,] 'l'he hon. Elember can 
indulge his regrets. I :nn stutinl';· the facts. 
The leader of the Opposition says that the reason 
why adva!1tage was only taken of tbe option::; 
giYen in two ca.se.s is Lecause the t""'rn1:-1 were not 
sufficiently liberal. That may he so. I am 
prepared t0 receive propn::-·8Js frmn ~yndica.tetJ or 
frmn individual on evi;>n 1nore L.tvourable terrns 
thrtn the hon. gentlt·Inan was. [Guvern1neut 
members: Hear, bear ~J If a proposal is to 
construct a railway to a district tbe opening 
up of which we think will be of benefit to the 
'\I hole State, we are prepared-uiJOU the conl­
pany or the individual proving its or bis bona 
fides-its or his ability to raise the mtpital­
to allow the company or the individual to 
proceed with the work. Indeed, we are 
prep<>red to do more than that. In some 
cases we will Le prepared to allow a cer­
tain amount of interbt upon the capital in­
vested, on condition that the rail.way, when 
built, shall be controlled by the i:ltate. We 
stipulate that condition; and to the Govern­
lnent control we attach a very great deal of 
im['ortance. [Hon. R. PHILI' : Do you think 
tmyone will bUild "' "ail way on those terms?] 
\Ye ar. prepared to bt the aompany build, but 
it llJUs"t be c-ubjeet to the condition that the 
Governrnent shall control the r~ilway, paying a 
rental for it equal to 2 per cent. upon the capital 
the conJr.,,n.r invest3 in it, and insisting upon 
the right of purchase when we think it desirable 
to do so in the interel'5ts of the State. l Govern­
ment members: Hear, hear!] Now, those are 
better terms for UOnti fide capitaJiHtS than the 
hon. gentleman ever offered. [Government 
members: Hettr, hear!] But """ are not pre· 
pared to ask this Parliament to spend its time 
in discussing· Bills gidng options to company 
Jlromoters. [Government members: Hear, hear!] 
Let them prove their uona .fide.,, their ability 
to raise the capital, their willingness to 
spend it, then they will have every con­
sideration at the hands of the Government 
on the terms I have indicated, and no 
other, [Hon. R. PHILl': You will get no offers 
on those terms.] Well, np to the present in 
only two cases have the options we gave been 
taken advantage of. In the other four cases, 
for some reason or other-the hon, genlleman 
says because the terms were not sufficiently 

Hon . .A.Zif organ.] 
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liberal--they were the terms which were asked 
fot·-ad vantag·e has not been taken of the options, 
although the hon. gentleman wn.s contident. they 
·would be. In the case of thr-~ Xormantnn-Clon· 
curry line, the l3urkP.town-Lilydale JinP, the 
Glassford Ur"ek and Callirle line,, althnngh the 
hem. gAntl··man was confident the mOJH'.V would 
be forthcoming, it has n11t been forthe~nr.1ing. 
rH·•n. R. PmLP: They all paid some deposit.] 
[Mr. HAXWELL: N<>t all.] The m"ney has not 
been forthcoming. I do not think it is becanHe 
the torms ,~ .not liberal f·nough. [Hon. R. 
PHI LP: do you think }s the reason, 
then?] It iR hecnn:->e the inveRtrnent i.~ not 
good J apprehend the hon. g·r-;nilt'man 
jg to the tt4rrn . ., give-on by this House. 

l{. : \\' e~,e tht> tPrtr~ snft:icientlv 
good to induce- capitalists tn pnt their moneY 
into it?] Capitalise' have fai),ocl to re''IJond, and 
my ]nformat.ion frmu I_.~llndon is that tbt,re is not 
any prohability :~~ present of <-<.rny of t.ho8 1-' cunl­
paniF·; finding the nect-s:s:ary e<tpital to enable 
them to carry ont the works auth(ni'3erl by Par-
lia.ment. rn hear it. SomA of 
thetn hav'-· guarant.ef-'R larger 
than the l'l'epared to give. 
believe they the hon. gentlPtnan 
befnre he left gnarantef··, a.nct they 
aprrnached this mFucces,fnlly. 
\Ve ure not prepared to give a cu111pany :tr per 
cent. on the moD~Y invet;ted in the con-;t,rnc­
tion of a reil woy which when built will be 
the p1·opHrty of the compa.ny. It would 
be f:H bett~r for lb to borrnw the money 
ourHelVPf', and thP railway when con-
structed. PHILP : I do not think 
you will olfers.] PoH~ibly nnt, [Hon. 
R. PHTLP: grPat objeetion would be to 
the Government nmning the litw when bnilt.] 
.A .. ssociatr;d smncwh~tt witL that iH the suhject of 
cnnstructing- 1ight line8 of ra.il way in farn1ing· 
district;. \Ve are prep.wed to do thi., by a 
V;:triety of lllf'an~. \Ve ctn a i varwe the rnonLy 
to local antlwritie~. Ll-lon. R. PHI LP: That is 
the Hafest phn.] It is not nece,,·ctrily the u.fest, 
bu' le is :1 safe. plan to advance mon~ v to loc1-l 
authnritif-.s "v·ho .::tre prepared 1 o pay it:ltPrest: on 
the money. Or we 1nay constrnct the hne-::; 
under the H·~iiwayH Guarar1tt-t:> . ..:\et;; or by a 
nev.t lllr'thocl of constructin!;{ line..:: to ateas of 
Crown land,;;; 1 and li\~H1inf.,;' thP land \vith th(· cnst 
of construction-an expt-riment · whil'l1 I an1 
anxious to see 1nade, and whieh I think can lJe 
carried out :::nlcce:;:sfnlly. But in orrler t1l en.o.;ure 
that the people who benefit, Ly thl-' constrnet-inn 
of ~"mch Jjnes ~hall contribute HlHllPthing, it \Vi 1 be 
n~ct38U.ry t() load the lfLtFi berwtited, ·ther than 
Crr1\VU land, with part, nf the co.--t-t.hat is, the 
1rnd intervening bt.f.,\veen the main line and the 
Crown lands. If that lnncl derive' bmwfit from 
the Cdnstructi•ln of the 1-in.-·, it shonld contrihnte 
:-.omet.hing towardti itR cost.. I r, will bM TIP,CP;.:s,~,ry, 
thert~fore, to app]y thf' bettnnuent principle to 
lands tiO sitnatet1. Thot>fl ftrn the line··~ upon 
\Vhich we art~ to enter npon t.hP policy 
of uonRtrnc+inL( lines of r--tilwrn- to farming 
cPntre.s. I he1iPve llght lin(-'S <1f rail way ',.\ ould do 
1nuch to mult.ip;y the are.i.S of cl :--;e ~ettlPinent 
which we so tnuch de ... ire, -,nd vo.:ir.hout which we 
cannot witness n rapid extPn~ion o; farrning 
set" le1n•··nt.. \Vi' regard to the paragLlph 
dealing \dtb the ra.storal :inrlu~;rJyl the bon. 
gentleman PXpr:.:s~ed his gr.ttifie::ttil)n that we 
had consent-Pd to allow lessPP:-; who h<:td gone 
down tbruugh the droug-ht., and oth*"'r cau-.:es, to 
forfe1t their leas,..:>f;. \'V~-' are prepnred to do 
that upon the IPssee t5iving rea,~onab e notice, 
and I think that is ah··nlutely nPCessary. 
Otherwise we ehould be placing in the hands 
of ptst.oral lessee.., a weapon n, hich nlight be 
Uf<P.d with Eerious effect ~gainst the TrPa.sury. 
[Mr. P. J. LEAHY: They forfeit their im-
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provements.] [Mr. FORS¥1'H: He did not ask 
for forfeiture without notice.] The hon. gentle·· 
man who leach the Oppo.,ition pleaded for giving 
np the leases with .. ut notice. [Hon. R. PHILP 
'rhe le,see c u·ries on until the last mnment.] 
That is not the p«int. The hon. member for 
C,wpentarir" contradictec! me, I >tl'P" ,,] to the 
leader uf the OppoRition to confirm my state­
ment. He pl"aded that lessees should have the 
right of forfeiture without nntice. Is that not 
the position~ [Hnn R. PHILP: Yes,] That is a 
pnsiti•HJ which the G·Jvernn:H'"nt cannot concede. 
vVe are preparecl to allow the pastoral lesseR< 
who have, gone do·wn, nr who have to go dcnvn 
through force of circnnu;tance~\, to 1'-mrrencler 
tbeir leasp,s npnn gj ving reasonable notice. 
[l\lr. FonsYTH : \Vh::tt is '• re:'..;-onable notice:;?~ 
No rea~un lJle man wants nn interpretation 
of the \vord "re<-tsonn.ble." [ hop~ the hon. 
gentlem Ln, \V hen he Rees the Bill--and 
will see it in a very short time-will be 
to say th:1t the term fixed is '' reasouable one. 
\Ve recogni: e the irnporta.nce of the p:-·storai 
indu.- try) and are prevared to off21' :such con­
ce-:sions as rnay be granted, having p>gard 
the higher interests of the Sta'e as a whole. 
strike~ one ?~3 a little re1narknbie that, aftt~r 
pastoral Je~,·.ce::; for !nany years, through their 
representatives, have express,.. cl a~~ their greatest 
desire the sumring of long 1 ··tses, a.nd having 
succeeded ill getting thern, they should now cmne 
down and •.\-ant the right to forfeit at will, and 
at t.he ::,.:1111e tinw rt::fuse to conce le to the 
Governn1ent the right to :rP8llllle frmn the laEds. 
held under lease when it suits the Crown tu 
re.'\nme. There seem.s to one who cloPs rkt 
understand the matter fully a v.ant of mutuality 
about ::3uch an arrangeruent. But, as ;t 

of Lwt, I believe the pastorali~tH have 
grounds fm· saying that the existence of 
lea$eR, and the cnnclit.ions to winch thr-y are now 
.subjeeteU, are operating to the detrintE-nt of the 
indu~~ry, &:nd to the }Jl'ejudice of the C!lUI1try"s 
interests, aud we, having n1adt~ full inq.uiry into 
the matter, have arrived at the conc]n,ion that 
the long h-aRes do nperttte t11 the Injury nf the 
Jnrlu ... try, and if they have opel'rt1ed to thP injury 
of the inrluHtry, they h::we equally operated to 
the injnry of :he c<·unory. \Ve want to remove 
what rea~ona.ble objection now exi.--ts to the 
lung· Iease8, nnd we prnpm:e to conc12de the 
right to surrender upon giving reasonable notice~ 
and fnrther to xtend the P'·riod durinf< which 
the le:-osee~ can come un 1ier the operathn of 
the <\.et of 1!)02. · I wets surprised that the 
hon. gentlurrwn did not 111~"ke i')tlll1e rf'ference to 
the question of the rahhitH, t'lli f have not the 
least doubt the hon. member for 'Wa.rrego, who 
I under-.:tnnd is to foll·1W me, 1-vill makP good 
the d~ficiency in that respect. [Hon. H.. PH!LP: 
I mnst leave something out. J f\lr. P. 
I...~EAHY: It ir; a very iTil{Jnrtant qtH~stion.j 
Though the leader of thee Oppo,ition neglectecl 
to refl-"l' to the matter, I venture to say it, h, 
not t-;caped the attPnt)on. of the senior rnembsr 
fot• Brisbane :'-rorth, As a matter of fact, we 
recognise that the rabbit is a Rt>rious danger to 
the pcl:"toral inrh1Rtry. rJ.lhat, howeVPl', is not a 
discovery made b;\~ the pt'P8(·:mt Governn1ent~ 
It will be for the benefit of the COUiltry if we 
can Jig-ht successfully the inCill"'ion of rabbits. 
[Hon. R. PHILP: Have )'OU dnne anything 
with the Pasteur Institute'!] No, we luve not 
yet had communication with the Pa--teur people. 
If it should comt>, and there are any 8tApH tf,_ be 
taken in that direction, we shall be very happy 
to join in with them. As to the best me,me to 
adopt, there seems to he a_. comrncn agreement 
th:tt the means to be adopted are fencing and 
poisoning. \Ve are dc1ing what vve can tn carry 
on the work of fencing·, and under t.he mcasurA 
to be submitted to the Houee encouragement 
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will be given to poisoning on a more systematic 
and wholesale scale in the future than in the 
past. As a m>ttter of L,d, the lessees <tre rather 
1110re to blame for neglect in this re,pect than 
this or any other GoYernrnent. The Govern­
ment has done a good deal in the past to check 
the rabbit pest. Possibly if the iec,,see;; had been 
as active in their efforts in that direction better 
results would h;1\ e been achieved. However, the 
system we have been l"'"''uing hitherto seems to 
have failed to E.Jmt• o::.xtent, and we must endea­
vour to see that when we enter on a new ~ysten1 
it will be a 1nore effective une than the olle we 
are abandoning wholly or in part. I hope it 
will be. More money will be required, and the 
pastoralists will be exp'oCS,3d to Jind some of that 
money. One vroposal i~ that we shonld tax the 
Crown lands held under lP .~-se throughout the 
t:ltate. That is a propo8al 1nuch eH"iier to n1ske 
thrcn to <<.trry; but this is gnite ~ertain: that if 
further e"';:pm'diture is demanded, and -is fon~Ad 
necc"ary, to combat the rabbits, t,be pastoral 
lessees must be p1eprcred to 'find their fnll share 
of that added expenditure. The Governtt1t-nt 
ha\'e contributed r" YE'l'Y lit . .--ral endow1nent. 
[J'vir. CA~IEHOX: The pastoralists have spent a 
large amount, tr o.J I c'dmit that, and they 
must continue to do :;;o. Possibly it 1nay b'e 
found necessary to tax them more than has bun 
the case in the pas•, and if ,.q we shall not hesi­
tate to propose it. ~l"'he hon. member and others 
have cdled this a national ouestion. 'l'hat is a 
phrase that 's used in a inanner that would 
induce one who did not under"tand the 
facts >f the case to belieYe that the State 
had in the past done nothing to check tins 
evil. [},fr. C \iYlERON: ~obody Joes tbat.] ::"'u­
body who knows the facts does so, but people 
outside the State who do not know the !nets 
and who have heard such ,,tatements loooely 
made~ would be perfectly jmtiJied in concluding 
that m Queensland the whole conduct of the 
matter bad been hitherto cas~ on the P"storal 
leesees. That is not the co se. The State has 
provided a liberal Endov,ment on the money 
raised by taxation on the ~o ~ ockowners. It has 
dealt very fairly with the [' tstoralists in the 
past. Possibly sorrwthing more may be re­
quired in the future. I call only ,,ay that the 
State is fJrepared to continue to do it:1 share, 
and if 1nore Jnone:t- is requir8d possibly lhP 
lessees 111-J..Y require to nHtke np their n1ind 
that they will have to pay thee full share of 
that added expenditur,e. Tbe hon. gentleman 
referred to other subjects to \\'hi eh I might make 
a !Jassing rderenc,e, but I do not want to take up 
too much of the time of the J·Iou'e; and I e"m 
not de,irom of setting the example of making 
long >peeches. He addre,,.;ed himself very fully 
to the queotwn nf electoral reform, ancl asked if 
it w~s intended to paH the Franchioe Bill this 
tJBSSion. That is so. It is to he ~nhmitterl. with 
an earnest }JUrpvse of pn_:.;sing it into law, and \Ve 
shall take the earJie,t opportunity of enabling 
the 1-Iom::e to exp!ess -its opininn on the snhject. 
(,l\Ir. ]<'oRSY'fH: It will not he opposed.] I do 
not anticipate any oppoRHion. In the- recent 
appeal to the cnnntr:;- the I en'·· c of all p>1rties 
exprP~:-;ed the1nselve::-~. jn f;-\70\.H" of jt. If the 
opinion nf the country has been PXpre' >:Jed on 
any nne snhject it baR be on on 1 hat of electorc"l 
reform. ThB Bill tu be int.roduced i"l fnr one rr1an 
one vote and one vvmnan one vote, \V e propo~e 
to bring that Bill b~·Jure tbc H"on~e and give 
hon. members an oppurtnnity of ratifying Lhe 
will of the country in 'to that rnatter. I 
am thoroughly com,inc d it is highly dr·sir· 
able in the interest-; of the coun',ry that the 
question should be 1 •m;,v,-d fr,,nl the ~phere 
of cont;:,ntion as S(!On a.;; pnssihle. It will be 
dealt with on the lim·s of tho Bill of last 
session, and we shall take the earliest oppor-
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tunity of bringmg dowl- r,he nec8,,c,ary machinery 
BilL VV.,.e are a.skBJ, 1Phen we provide one 
adult one vote, to nutke n proviHion that one vote 
shall have one \'aln~. That i.; a provision that 
id not found in th<e electorftl laws of any State 
in the Connnonvvea.lth. I donbt if it exbts 
in anv part of the c;vilised world. [Mr. FoR­
SYTH: Approximately.] A -1 it ,,jll be approxi­
Inatelv here. \\T"' \Vill arrive a,t a flUOta, and 
give'"' nHtrgin of 2f' per cent. above (Jr below the 
quota; anrl th<1t i;:; the only Wft,) to ,rrive at one 
vote ~ne '.:tine [:iL-. I' .. J. LEAHY : 'rh at was 
not in the last Bil1.J Tht· hon. memher is wrong. 
The hem. n1r-'n1ber • ,; pnssibly reil rring- to the 
Franchi~e Bill. Th." re is a group of thret"' Bills 
tt) be r?8.d tPgt~t~12t. :·'.nd the qnota is provided in 
:;he Refl:'rendum J)jll, which is its proper place. 
That is the prcpr."ition, anrl it].., a very fa,ir and 
reason ab le on, [Ivir. P_'\GET: \V hat about 
voting by vo~t ?] Therr '>'ill be ::1 pt.l\'ision in the 
Hill pPrn1ittin,¥' voth 1g bv pn'l~ under cerLtin con~ 
ditions-(He r, lH-ar !)---but indi,criminatevoting 
by post-no ; f,,r TC«t which I think will be 
apparent to very<me. leLder of thA Oppo-
sition was e:-~,nh:St in 1Ji~ appe'-1 to 1ne to Pm bath. 
nn a 'PiriteJ work~ [f-Ion. R. PHILP: 
A spirited plllicy.] twemme that a spiri•ed 
works policy W<J ,, u1rar+-. If he refz rred to the 
policy of legislati0n, I think hA will find it quite 
'.ufficiently spirited. [Hon. R. PHILP: I rlo not 
want yon to twrro'.v n1illion:;::,] I .am g1afl ·eo hPar 
the hem. gontlleman is with n1e in the view that 
continual borrowing or_ a wbo}e:-;ale ~;;ale ls about 
the worst rulicy that thi~ or ~,ny ott,,r State can 
enter upon or continue. \Ve ivill endeavour 
to ha Ye a Rpirit\ '1 legi~lative 1wliuy and a 
spirited adlYliniRtrntive policy, bnt a Rpirited 
public works policy based ~m borrowing wiil find 
nn place in our pr'"pusah 'o thi, House. 
\Ve shall endeavour tn cnrry nnt such works as 
we can with the lirnitrd lean funds <lt our dis-

1;osa1. \V 2 sha1l endeavour tu pro~ 
[8.30 p.m.] vide fund~ fey further vublic works 

fro:m the BL"~l,:>. of h~,nd, subjiict to 
C,)ndid,)ns which I banj already indicatL·d to the 
House. And I m.'~,:· h''Y, ""' it.h regard to the 
pn1icy of th.-· GuYernmu;t in coniJtction with 
railw~y.-., tb 1t w' shall favmu State contrul and 
State o\1\tnership v;henever ;;o~~.ible. r_rbe llon. 
gentlenL,n i" full nf admiration for the n"ults 
which tl::tYe r"o1lowed th'" con·1L_ t ~tion of r:tihvavs 
by ptivate tDtt:'I'jJris:. in Cltnad '• :u1d ~\_rneric·a. 
[Hon. R PHILP: S mth Americ', Great Britain. 
and Irelanc, too.] Thrre is no doubt whateve~ 
that tho-.·p cnnnt:ries have lnade grea~ vro;:rl_ss, 
but I t bink tln.t the prugn "'s they have 111ade i8 
attributable mthur to the climatic conditions 
which prevail there, and t•1 Lheir contiguity to 
the large centre.-3 of popu] tion in the o]d world~ 
rather than to the P"licy of building railways 
by pri ~ate €nterprise as cpp< ~ed to Go vel nmc-llt 
raihvnys. [Governn1ent 111en1brr~: }{ear, hear!] 
A• a lll''oter of fact_ what is the trend of feding 
thro. ghout the world :in :·cgard 1.o State owner­
ship as oppc ;:yl to priv.·'te o'<lTTI .. Nhir of r.aihvays? 
The countries which have adopted }irivate 
O\Yrwrship are 8eething 'vith agiLJ,tion-[lion. 
R. PHILP: Nonsense!]- l'e 'eething with agita­
tion for the re~umptinn u: t -,ilway.3 -the 
Governn1ent. [Go\'8rr;rnent m:'ntben;: 
hear!] (i-ennany ha8 already taken ~teps 
that direction ; (}re.-tt H1 itain will hav8 to foJlow, 
or she will find her:-<elf at 0 seri1)us di:.:advant·{rre 
in competing in the nwrket.s of the world. 
Canada h:-:~s alread.'.~ begun to >.-'1 snme of t.he 
baleful iuflnrnce of private op:nert-~hip, and 
indeed the g1 ate·.:t dang~'r to t.he expansior:. of 
wheatr,rowing in the c~nad1~1n Dominion 
springs from the fact that ber railwa;:-; are in 
the hands of private companies-[Government 
members: Hear, hear !]-and the same 1 hing is 
noticeable in the United Sta•es. [Hon. R 

Hon. A. 1lf organ.] 
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PHILP: The moet ad \·a need countrv in tbe 
world.] That iH so, hut. i'G i;:- not due t~) the fa.:t 
that the rn:il.way..; ~n·l? in priv:ttc hands 
lC.•.thcr than in the; ha11ds .,( tliA titc,te. The 
advanced state at \Vhich r he L'"" nited State"' 
has arrived would iJrobnJ.;ly have heen 1nuch 
tnure :.vlva.need h:1d- the ra'il.\ nvs Leen in the 
hand . ., of the ::)tate than it i_,. rio.v. [Ffnn. H. 
PHILP: Do vou know how 1u;n1y wile~ of L··il· 
roaJs there ~ ... :..re 1 here?] I h.H"~; a prt?tty good 
idea. [Hon. R. PHILP: On8-half o. the mile:<g_. 
of the wl,ole world.] [.\It. KtJHH: And the~· an• 
not paying L11f pel' ceut.] r:.Ir. F<JHSY'J'Cl: Tiwt 
argnn1ent is dead aga.int't you. J The bnHd fact 
is that, rightly or wro11~·lv, tilt' l-i-uv~-'-rnment 
believe that the pulley of b1 Le 0\\'llf:>r,-,hip !111 
control (lf the raitw :v~ ji- a right polie;y, :>nd it 
onght to C')ntinne. \Ve will dn nothing t:> depart 
from that polic}, except subject, to the conrlitioni' 
I have in die tted; a.nd we heliP\·e that in c~· l· 
tinuiug that polic>· we are c.,nsulting the nltin:ate 
Jf not the innnedic1te intPre~t~ of thiA State. 
I woulJ just. like to ''cty snn13thing in • .'f'fer-
t:nce bl gent 1 ~nw.n 'j reference to 
a circular was subti.Jitted to the 'rown:-t-

ill.A el8ctcrs during his eh-ction, to which 
he dev-oted "' great .leal of time. So far LS 
I arn concrnt 1, I k11ow al)solutely nnLhing 
of th"t circular, and was no party to its circula-

It had no authority front toe party which 
leatl, :cud I a111 extremely sorry that it wa' 

issued. I had never ::;een nor heard of it before. 
made an effort from e\ Bry platform I spoke 

from in the election conte ;t to impress the 
electors with the wisdom of hearing every can­
didate respectfully. I endeo,voured to pLtt it to 
the electors that elections are won by votes, "nd 
not by Rpeeches, but every c::tndidate had a right 

be heard patientiy. The electors of Cunning· 
with the single exception to which he 

refers, did take n1y ad vice, and the occa..-iml uf 
the attack upon iVIr. \Vatoon at .Freestone, 
which was made a e;reat deal of in Brisb11ne, wn' 
a very much rnilder <)ffair th'tn it w:-:!3 repre~ 
,',tmted to be. [2\1r. BAHNES Did you try nnd 
get at the men who did it?] .ughter.) I am 

at the head of the police ; I am not one of 
men who have to stay np all night to guard 
peoph', I think if my hon. friend, the mem-

ber for Bulirnba1 vvhn is ~o valiant in debate, 
had b8en at l<'reestone in pursuit of some of 
those J·wbn tkers he would heve had rathPr a 
bad tin1P before he returned. [Hon. R. PHILP : 
You are enclltuagiug then1.] No ! As a 111a tter 
of fact~ it was a very innocent election incident; 
no violence was offered to the c·1ndld:tt,' 1 and I 
should l:Je the last to attempt t,o ju,;tify anything 
of the kind. I saw no di"m:ler in ""Y part of 
the constituencies which I ,-isited, and I 
am glad to hear from the ie .. der of the 
Opposition that tht~re wa' ver·.· li ttl of that 
kind iu Townsville. He has ailuded t(> one 
other instance~tha~ of I\Ir. :::vic~Iaster in 
:Fortitude Valley. l\lly knowledge of Mr. 
:McNfaster is that be WM a man who rather 
liked "· lively meeting, and did a good deal 
to stir up a little livPliness in the proceed­
ings, He would rathn make· a speech in a 
lively n1eeting than ~o a rneeting whi_ch was 
sitting and listening quietly to him. [Hon. R. 
PHILP: They would not hear him a~ alL] I am 
sorry for that. The hon. gentleman wants me 
to put a provision in t}>P Elections Bill to 
prevent that occurring. \Ve might put it in, 
but I am quitb sure it would hi! in its purpose, 
and that you would not be ahle to make a 
politic d n1eeting into ~1-n average church n1eeting. 
[Mr. FoRREHT: No prayer meetings.] I think 
on the whole it may be stated that in the recenb 
electoral campaign there was very little disorder. 
[The HOME SECRETARY: Very little.] I think 
there was very little disorder in the consti· 

[Hon. A. ;_vf organ. 

tnencies ; l found .-err little. [Hon, R. PHILP : 
But you addressed Labour meetings wostly.] 
iLaughter.) [Mr. Burmows: They are very 
orderly.) I addressed sewral Labour meet· 
ing-s, and I can only f5ay that they \vere 
extremely order'ly. Therefore, I can only 
conclude that disnrder came from meeting" 
which were not Labour Jnet-ting~. (Laughter.) 
[Hon, R. PmLP: Some were very disorderly.] 
I am extremely son? that "nything of the kind 
should have occurred, and would Le very glad to 
at:sit4 the bon. g-en~,leman in taking mF:-tsnres tu 
prevept its rPcnrrenCl', hnt l think it is a nw.tter 
which should not be dealt with in the :Elections 
Bill. Any such >Lttempt would, I think, be 
ineffective. I have <Jccupierl the attentiou of the 
1-Iors>; a'- this len;;th beC~\'t~e I have been anxi0uf5 
to folloy;,- the hon. gentlernan on all the I JOints he 
has dedt with. AP I sccid in opening. I think 
the de hate upon the Spe"ch might be Yery much 
shortt-1' this sessi( n than it \Ve.s la~t session. 
[Hon. R. PHILP: I nope' >.] I hope so .;inc'- ·ely, 
\Ve have Bills to face in the order in which they 
are L ,fure the House, and I think on the presen't 
occasion we should re ~.erve the chief discus~ 
sion for the Trensurer's ]j..,inancial ~tatmnent, 
\vhich "fter all is thP most important business 
that will be submitted to Parliament. I 
an1 quite ~ure the hon. rnernber who leadg 
the Ot.~po.sition is "Tith :me in the vicnv that 
the debate need not be unduly protracted. 
I even hope that the hon. member for Bulimba 
does not intend to return to the subject so dear 
to his heart, and that we shall be able to get 
through with the Address in Reply quickly, and 
then proceed with the real business of thP 
session. [Honourable n1en!ber-" : Hear, ht ar l] 

* 1\h. P. J. LEAHY ( War,·qto): I regret that 
so1ne older or more experienced rnerrJ ber than 
1nyself has not felt inclined to address the House 
at tiN present moment. [A Government mem­
ber : Did yon give him " chance?] Yes, l am 
quite prepared to gi,•e any hon. member a 
chance, But as I noticed a "conspiracy of 
silence" on the nth er side, and 'I h ·we a few 
observations to m;.ke, I may as well make them 
now. In tbe Governor's Speech pleasure is 
expressed that se rnany new people succeeded at 
the recent election, and I think that the leader 
of the Opposition and the Premier were botb 
quite right in expreasing regret that so many old 
faces are missing. [An honour ,ble member: 
In 'memoriam.] I do not sa.y it i.s ;n_. 1nernoriam. 
but, this teing Thursday afternoon, I think it 
is pt,culiar1y appropriate to refer to the ab8ence 
of the late hon. member for Mackay, JUr. Dal· 
rymple. He was " brilliant debater, a keen 
logicial), andaRcholarly man, i:..nd I venture to say 
that it will be a very long time before this House 
will ha Ye the privilege d listening to such an 
able debater, It might be fairly said of him, '" 
was said of a greater man-

Uis imperial fancy laid all Kature under tribute and 
collected riches from every scene or crcatiou and from 
every "'alk of art. 

[Mr. KERR: More poetry.] No, it is not poetry. 
The hon. memher for Barcoo does not under­
stand the difference between poetry and prosp. 
K ow, it is trne that the present Opposition is a 
small one, and some people inside "nd outside 
this H onse imagine that because the Opposition 
is small we should not have much to say. But I 
don't bold with that at all, for, although this 
Opposition is small, it stands for great principles. 
The rights of a party do not depend on its size, 
and because the party opposite have a big 
majority it does not follow that they ha ye bigger 
rights than we have on this side. And that 
being so, no . matter how small the party 
here may be, wu shouid always rise np and 
express our views. I have no intention of 
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taking deep excursions into ancient hbtory or 
speaking at any ;;n·a.t length about what has 
taken place at the recent election. In that con­
nee cion I think it would he well to ''let the 
dead past bury lts dead." ?\ o d'·ubt the Gov<'rn­
ment party;;ained an overwhelming ''ictory. I dn 
not know whether thi,; was due t•> the Mmganitcs 
or the Labourites; but I know that throughout 
the iength and breadth of the State L>tbonr 
.,ocials and other testi vi ties ha 1·e been held in 
Ct'iebration of the• victorv. \Yhether the Mor­
g~niteR or the Labourite's achieved the victory, 
there is no doubt that the electors t1p!Jro,·ed of 
the present Ministry; and, whilst 1 think the 
el,_ctors \\:ere \Vrong in nwst of their ~elections, I 
c·cknowledgc that it i the busimss of the elec­
tor."· to n1ake their own :;elections. \Ve live in 
a country in which it is recognised that the 
1nai(1rity mudt rule, and. \\'P ha Ye to abtde by their 
deci- iort:-;. There ha.\·e h~u1 tirues in the hist(>rY c1f 
the world and of Atm:.ralia, when men who" for 
ruany years had been a~s0ciated with a particular 
)Jarty have been put aside by the electors. It 
:Jccurred in Ta.•nnan1a, and in \:'"ictoria, where 
the Pre1nier at one ti1ne alnliJSt lost his deposit. 
These things rnust happen lwcawm change 
appear:: tn rule, hut although Wf' have been 
defeated, we ha,·e not been disgraced. After all, 
there are greater things than sncces:j; and there 
are rnany 1nen nwre dl ·:.erving of duccesf:l than 
rnany who gain it, and if hon. a1en1bers oppPsite 
ha ye gained success. I contend that we 011 this 
side were n1ore def.;trving of it. Now, is it any 
wonder that the party oppo,;[te came back with 
Buch "'mr.jority when, during the whole of the 
election can1paign, a great 1nany of the Labour 
party and sun1e :\1organites indnJged in the 
i{lOssest Inisrepresentation concerning hon. 
1nernbera on this ~id.e. [Government 111en1-
bers: Ob, ob !] I have no desire to be off en­
si ve or to say anything harsh, but that 
has beer.. n1y experience. On rnany occasions 
hon. members on this side haw; been vilified and 
misrepresented, and things were attributed tu 
them, as the leader of the Opposition pointed 
out, with which they bud nott\ing whateYer to 
do. There was no charity in their speeches. 
[Hon. R PHILP: IV e don't want charity ; only 
the trnth.] Ye, 'I'here are several good 
reasons \\-hy the pal'ty oppo:-:ite have ctnne 
back s) sr.rong. The rreruiPl', the Trea~nrer, 
and others of the ].!arty told the people that this 
Governn1ent w.tH honestly paying it& way­
living within its income. But that is not the 
case. \Vhen a nlt.n h.; said to live \vithin hi" 
income, I tak:J that to mean that he makes t lw 
rnoney he earns coYer hi:-; expenditure. and 
the Governruent hc-~ve not d~)ne thar. Had it 
not been for the back mmwys received in 190~1-4, 
there would have been , big deficit. [The 
PRE>riER: \V bat nHmeJ·s ?] A considerable 
portion of back rent~-I an1 not rtferring tn 
loan money~ and mterest vaid by local 
bodies anrl the back interest paid by sngar­
mills. [The TREASrm:n : By sugar-mills?] 
Yes; intere,t, not capital. If it had not been 
fr)r this n1oney there would haYe been a C(m­
siderable rleHcit. And the penple thinking the 
Government had dorw wonderful things, it is 
only natural that they thought they were 
deserving of a fresh lease of power. 1 do not 
wish to refer at any great length to the elec­
twns, but I must say that the late Govencment 
were bla.n1ed for the t;rrn:'")est extravagance and 
all tht1t sort of thing; but we know that the 
Premier and members of his party tried to get 
as much mtmey a'' they could for their districts 
out of the late Go·.-ernment. The Premier was 
strongly in favour of the 'Vi{( Tecta, and if he 
had had his way a very iarge ,;nrn of money 
would have been spent on that. He was 
prominent in getting the line from \Yarwick 

to Thane's Creek, and that line will not even 
pay for the axle-grea;;e for a lon 6 time. All 
these n1en who did their utmost to get n1oney 
spent, now, for party purposes, cu11d.ernn the 
late Government for doing what they ad vucated. 
Now, turning frorn the past to the present, what 
do we find in the Gn1·emor'<' Speech? I am not 
going to deal with it now as a literary cornposi­
tion. I do not think the Hume Seer ··tarv had 
anything to do \Vith it, because there are c'.::-rtain 
expres,iono in it which I am certain would 
not ha,ve passed his critical eye. I would, how­
ever, strongly advise the GO\·ernment, if tht>y 
have another GoYernor~:1 Sveech to fran1e, to hand 
it o\·er to th~:, Horne SecretarY. \Ye are told in the 
Speech that a number nf rneasnres of a L.iOrf-> or 
less urgent character \vill be l:ntroduc€_1

• Refer­
ence is made to t:~e financic' l qnestitm, and in 
c\)nnectir1n with that rnattN' a Yen- re1narkable 
Rentence occur~. The Go\~f-rnn;ent expres~ 
regret th::tt they al'e nnable to poKtpone it:; cull­
~idera~ion. Tbat :-,eetn~ t() nH:' a rno~t extra­
'wclinary \".'ay tu refer to the financial que~­
ti,n. The Gov '"nment nre quite willing 
to bring- fnrw.crd electonl reform and other 
1natter~ which are n0t utgen~, but the plain 
inference frorn the sf'nte-nce to which I haYe 
alh;ded is that if the Government pm•sibly could 
shirk the financial que<"tion they would do so. I 
am ast 'lrlished that a g'entlmnan like the rrrea­
surer, who is suppn:;ed to ha \-ea loYe fur finance, 
and to meet problems boldly, shonid put such a 
stat~1nent into the Governor's Speech. Reference 
is also made to the inc~me tt1x. and we are told 
that there is to be an exemption of all incomes 
below £100. 'Gnder present ci1cumstances I 
think there is no necessitv whatever fnr an in­
cr)n1e tax. If ever a Goverlu_,lent was furtnnate, 
not nnly in hnsing a big 1najl)rity, bnl: in being 
in office at a time Lwourable to them in regard 
to finance, it is the pre~::>':'nt Govern1nent. \Ve 
know that. the flocks out \Ve,,.t are increasing 
very rapidly. [An honourable member: So are 
thE> rabhits.] Yes, su are the rabbits. and I 
thank the hon. 1nember for rerninding me 
of that fact. IV e know also that tlw farmers 
have had remarkably gnod crops, thnugh 
the prices hr. ve not been "' high &s they 
1night have been. 'rhere never \Vas a tirne 
when a Gt)\-ernment had a bettel' oppor­
tunity of sqnarlng t:~t' finance;;; of the eJuntry 
than this ?/Iinistry has at the present moment. 
[The HmiE SEORETAt:Y : \Yith decreasPd returns 
from the Commonwealth.] The hon. gentleman 
rt,ferB to \vhat the ConJ!llOlnrealth Treasurer 
said n week or two ago, but '\VA have no certain 
knm,·l<>dge th,,t his anticipated deficiency d 
£10;),000 will be realised. \\Te know that on 
one occasion the Corrnnc•n\\-ealth T1·easurer Jnade 
one esti1nate as tn the a.1nount that would be 
obtained frmn Cn -ton1s duties, and tbat our o'vn 
State Treasurer, :1\Ir. Cribu, made another esti­
mate, nnd that at the end of the yell' it was 
found that the State rrreasurer wa,,, right. _._1\nd 
in the pre~ellt c: :3e the Corninnn\venlth 'rrea­
surer may be again wrong. But e\-en if he is 
right, a deficiency of £10ii,OOO is Yery small com­
pared with the £1,100,000 lost hy the late 
Government while t.h~y were in office. \Ve are 
able to do this vear what we could not do two 
years ago~ we can seH large quantities of land; and 
I should sa,- that if the Go\'ernment desire to cln 
away with the income tax they could do so by sell­
ing land .. The1·e is nothing in the world to prevent 
them doing so. \Vhatever may be said in favour 
nf an income tax in an oid settled country like 
England or Ireland, or :'\ew Zealand or Victoria, 
whf're they have plenty of capital Ltnd c. large 
wealthy class, there is not the same justifica'ion 
for it in a new country like Queensland, where 
n'onev is a thing we want very badly. \Ve 
should not do anything which would frighten 

Jh. P. J.. Leahy.] 



36 Address ir~ Replp. [ASSEMBLY.] Add,·ess in Repl,y. 

or prevent the free flow c,f capital into the 
country. But if an incnn1e tax is to be im por:.ed, 
I think the exemption should be higher than 
£100. One of the planks of the L<•.bour platform 
is that the exemption should be £200, and if 
I should happen to be in the House \ihen 
this Bill is going through, if no other hon. 
member will mo\e an amendment to that 
effect I will do so. [An honourable lnem­
ber : \VhY dicl'nt vnu ·cote for that when 
the Act w"as passed':] I voted in favour of 
a £100 exemption last year. and thehon. member 
who interjects voted against it. The less his 
party says about that th~ better. [Mr. LESIXA: 
You voted against it.] ="To, I voted for it. If 
there is any consistency at all in hon. rr1e1nbers 
opposite, when they llave the opportunity of 
giving effect to one of their planb, they should 
do so ; and I tru~'~ tl:u;t when thl:-; arnendment 
is rnoved by n1yt<elf or ::"Jlne other hnn. Inember 
on this side, l shall ha,·e the plea:·mre of voting 
for once with hon. member'< opposite. [The 
SECI\E'l'ARY FOrt AGRICGLTURE : Ar~ you sincere?] 
I am perfectly sincere; and I arn surprised that, 
knowinp- me a' he has done in the J,tst, the 
::\1inister should ask me that quec;tion. I should 
be a great deal more warranted in asking the 
Minister if he is sine' re. \Ve are also told 
that the stamp duties will be increased. I 
confess that when I read that statement, I 
thought very hard, knowing v: hat it was 
that put the present Government m power. I 
wondered whether hon. memborc; opposite would 
be so inconsistent as to support a thing which 
they had denounced when they put out the late 
Government. But it appears to me that there is 
no con.,.iRten~y nowad.cys. Consistency has 
been detined by some versou ao; "the virtue of 
fools." ·when l first r~ad that definition I did 
not agree with it, but I an1 now beginning 
to think there is some truth in it. [The 
SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL'l'URE: It does not 
say that the stamp dutie' are to be in­
creased.] It eJ.ys the Stamp Duties Act 
will be re-enacted, with such modifications 
as will ensure a lar~er an1onnt of revenue than 
we are now receiving. [The S~;CRETARY FOR 
AGRICULcPURE: .Tnstitiably so.] It may be ju~­
tifiably so, and I am not blamillg the Government 
for that-I am blaming them for their incon­
sistency in doing the very thing they would not do 
tweh e month< ago. The Government are also in 
the fortunate po~ition of enjoying an increase in 
the net earnings froin the r:1,ilways. Son1e time 
ago the hon. men1ber for Barcoo, and \)ther hon. 
members on that side, almoFt endeavoured to 
shake the heavens with their denunciatwn of 
the late Government for raising the railway 
freights. The hon. member for Barcoo had tears 
in bis eyes when drawing a p.ttbetic picture of 
women and ch1ldren in his electorAe ' ho had 
to e .. t bread without butter or jam because th; y 
could not afforrl to }Jay the railway freight on 
those a,rticles. [Mr. KErtl\: It waR ,John Leahy 
who did that.] 1 :.•dtllit tbnt the late Minister 
for Rail•vavs clid rai.•e the freights, but if it was 
wrong then it is dnnl1l;,' \V1'11ng now. TLo.':ie 
rate8 W"' re tixerl at a time of great financial 
stringency, when we had the utmost ditticnlty in 
n1aking n~Vf'nue and expenditure balanC•'\ but at 
the preqent mome,lt WP tind that there is 
a very large increase in the earnings of our 
railways, 'nd a thing \vhich 'vas proper 
then mi~ht not be a proper thing nt>W. 
[Mr. CooPER : The Bank of England rate of 
exchange is higher now than it was then.] 
I am surprised that an hem. member lik'l the hon. 

member for Jli1itchell-who certaiPlV 
[9 p.m.] has moments when he c:tn see clur(y 

--should make a statement con­
veying the idea that there is any connection 
between the Bank of England rate of exchange 
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or rate of interest and the net earnings of our rail .. 
ways. [Mr. CooPER: I thought you understood 
something about finance.] It is precisely becan,e 
I do understand something about tinance th t I 
am endeavouring to dispel the dense cloud of 
ignorance which hangs like a pall over the hrm. 
member. There is absolutely no connection 
between the bank rate of exchange or interest 
and the earnings of our railways. Recently the 
hon. member for l\:Iaranoa and other hon. mem­
bers expressed their intention of doing all they 
could to get the,4e railway ntcs reduc;d. I 
repret<ent a. constituency a very long- dtst:snc,_· 
from Brisbane, and th,. rates to Charleville arc 
very high. It is trne that these rates may 
preBs somewhat unduly upon the people of Too­
woombaand otherpartsofthe Darling Downs, but, 
after all, they press \'ery lightly upon them 
comparecl with the way they press upon people 
four or five tim8s as far away. I think this is 
one of the questions that the Government 'honlcl 
give very early and very e.J.rnff<t consideration 
to; and, if they can po%ibly see their W<lY to 
n1ake a reduction ln the railage u,nd passenger 
rates to these 1·emote p!Jces, they will be doing 
an action which will condnce to the sPttlement 
of the Western country, and will certainly be 
very much aopreci,>ted by the residents of those 
rmnote placeS. \Ve a.re told in the Ci:uvernor's 
Opening Speech that there is an incre<Jse in 
every branch of our productive indm,tries. That 
is undoubtedly trne, and it only bears out the 
statement I made a moment ago as to the 
general prosperity which thiR country is. or 
ought to be, enjoying at the present moment. 
Reference ha.s :tlso heen mane to agricnlture?' 
dairying, and other kindred matter". I think 
we have gone about as far as it is desir"1ble to 
go at present in purchasing estates under the 
Agricultural La.nd;; Purchase Act. I believe 
that during the past two or three years estcttes 
have been purchased for prices considerably 
higher than they were worth. There is ne• 
question that Parliament-IJecause it was not 
the Government which did it-purchased the 
Gnwrie Estate at probably 20 or 2:\ per cent. 
more than the estate was worth, and we find 
th.<t a considerable portion of the estate is still 
unselected. I expre'lsed the opinion a few 
months ago that too much mc.ney was given for 
Glengallan. I am quite certain of it, beca'"'e 
a considerable are« of that land has not 
been taken up. There cannot be any getting 
a•,·ay from the fact tho.t though the season 
is a remarkably good one, though t.he crops 
are heavy, the prices are low, and they 
an-! \.:fr.v likely to remain low for sorr1e timP~ 
~ow, as the value of land is f;irnply 
what you can n.ake out of it, surdy it is 
obvious that land that was worth a certain 
arnount two yt·l..rR <:tgo, when buttf'r wa,<;; wnrth 
lOd. pPr lb., i" worth less now when butter is only 
fetching Gd. or 7d. per lb. !The SECRE'l'ARY FOR 
AGRICUJll'UHE: \V here do yon get yom· 7d. now?] 
VVell, it was worth 7d. two or three week~ ago. 
We know that during the winter the price of 
milk goe'i up, hut ,t nwnth or t.wo ago the price 
of butter wa~o only about 6~d. r-er !b.; and now 
you havP to p ,,bout 7d. for cream to make 
llh. of butter. was about to argue that it [s 
obvion~ that, when the value of a corrnnodity 
goes down, the value nf the land on which that 
commodity is prodnced rflust als0 go c;Iown ; and 
I du not se<· any reasonable probability of the 
price of agricnltural products going up during 
the next year or two. That being so, I think 
tbat, if we pnrchase ''-ny more e~tates, \-Ve 

should be very careful to see that we pur­
chase them at a lower price than we have paid 
during the last two or three years. [The. SECRE­
TARY J!~oR c\..GIUCl!LTUHE : None are 1n con­
templation just now.] I am very pleased to he:.tr 
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the hon. gentleman say so. \Ye ha Ye also been 
told something about dairying. I shall not refer 
to that at any great length, because I shall have 
an opportunity of speaking when the Dairy Bill 
is introduced. I believe such a Bill is nece•sary; 
but, at the same time, I do not think that 
farmers are as dirty as a class as one hon. mem· 
ber who spoke on the other side last session said 
they were. [Mr. LESINA: If you knew the man 
you would know that he did not say any 9uch 
thing.] I am not possessed of the Mahatma 
instinct to enter into anc-ther man's thoughts, as 
the hon. member appears able to do, but I read 
the statement in Hansard. I admit that some 
farmers are not as clean as they might be, although 
they are not as dirty, as a clas,, as the:v were 
represented to be ; and, if a Dairy Bill is 
broug-ht in, I shall be very glad to support it, as 
a necessary measure, whatever I may do with 
regard to its details. Reference has been made 
to cheap rail ways, and in this connection the 
Government have claimed a great deal of credit. 
They have conveniently forgotten that it was 
the late Government which, twelve or eighteen 
months ago, gave instructions to Mr. George 
Pbillips to make surveys into agricultural dis­
tricts with a view to building light lines of rail· 
way. I understand that the Premier-if not in 
hi' manifesto, in one of his speeches-said that 
the intention of the Government was to sell 
\Vestern lands to build railways to the Darling 
Downs and other agricultural centres. [The 
SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE : He said nothing 
of the kind.] \V ell, I did not read it myself, but 
I will give the hon. gentleman my authority for 
the st11tement. Mr. Donald Mackintosh made a 
speech at Pitts"10rth. He stated that it was the 
intention of the Government to sell \Ve ,tern 
land.s to build railways on the Darling Downs. 
A m11n named Evans got up at the meeting and 
asked Mr. Maokintosh whether he thought the 
·western people would object to their lands being 
.<old for such a purpose, and lHr. Mackintosh 
said "No "-that the \Vestern people were 
burning with anxiety tn have their land sold for 
the purpose. I was in Pittsworth last week, and 
this was told me by a dozen men who heard it, and 
I thought-knowing how friendly Mr. 11aekin­
tosh is with the Premier and the Secretary for 
Agriculture-that he was a c<:nnpetent authority 
and that I would be perfectly safe in quoting him. 
The Speech makes reference to the pastoralists, 
and the Premier touched upon this question at 
some length. I have spoken on various occasions 
in favour of the pastoralists, and in favour of 
the country doing the right thing towards them, 
but I hold no brief for them. The position I 
take up is thf,t when the State does a thing it 
should do it, not to suit the pastoralists or any­
one else, but because it is the right thing to do. 
niy dew is that tbe remote \Vestern eountry, 
owing to the climatic conditions, liability to 
drou;,:ht, and distance from markets, must in the 
nature of things be a pP,storal country, and if 
close settlement, as we understand it on the 
coast, c.1nnot take place there, we should do 
everything that we possibly can to enable the 
paotoralists to carry on their industry under 
the most profitable condi tiom, :For four or 
five years they suffered from the s~verest 
and most prolong•'d drou"ht known in the 
history of the Stflte. 'Flocb and herds were 
practically wiped out ; but I am glarl to 'say 
that the Rheep 11re increasing very rapidly, and 
che c:tttle moderately. But the position is that 
these people lost whatever they had, and there 
is not one pastoralist in tifty who is worth any­
thing over and above his debts. \V e know that 
large areas of land in the \V est ern country have 
been thro\vn up because pastoralists were unable 
to procure stock ; those areas are still open, and 
r.ot taken up, and they will remain open until 

the question of facing the rabbit invasion, which 
is such a serious menace to the country, is success­
fullv taken in hand, and a solution of the diffi­
cul~y found. Now, as regards the large areas of 
land that have been thrown up, and the large 
,mmbers of stock which haYe been taken away 
from the ·western countrv, I should like to 
quote a few words of an" hon. member oppo· 
site. HE' was int•·niewed in April last with 
regard to the Northern country, and this is 
what he said-

How did yon find the country~ 
All the outback runs are splendid, grass and water 

everywhere. In places the grass b feet high, and some 
of the stations are clearing it from round the yards and 
wells, in case of the occurrence of bush fires latP.r on. 
As far as )fiddle ton on the wav in the country looks 
well. Then the grass comme"nces to get son1ewhat 
fl.rier and thinner, but still tht:' runs seem all right. 

Stock, I suppose, are scarce: 
Well, to giYe yon some idea, we travelled about 120 

miles through one run alone without seeing a single 
beast, though, of course, the.;.'e were stock on it. 

\Yhat are the prospects out back : 
TlJe practice that is bein~ adopted out back by the big 

firms of buying up runs and then practicallJ: stripping 
them or stock is causing alarm amoug the residents out 
there. It means the employment of less labour, and 
is a general loss to the community. Every female 
beast that ~oes out of the country. whether a sheep or 
a cow, is a direct lo~s. \.\.hen stock IS gone there is no 
employment, and the 1vhole community suffers. The 
remedy~ Ah, that's another matter. You can't pre­
vent anyone from doing what they like with their own 
-vou can't prevent <-hem from taking the stock off the 
ru.ns. But it may be possible to make it so advatl­
tageous to them to leave their stock on the runs-or so 
disadvantageous to them to shift them-that they 
would be induced to still leave their holdings stocked. 

The hon. member, lYir. Hamilton, is present, an_d 
he will admit that that is a fair summary of hrs 
Yiews. (Hear, hear !) If those are the facts, it 
shows that this question of the pastoralists in the 
\Vestern countrv is a very serious one. We 
were told when the Land Act of 1902 was passed 
that we were practically handing over the 
country to the squatters, yet, as a fact, not more 
than 50 per cent. of them came under the ~et. 
And why? Because thongh at one time statwns 
with improvements on them were considered a 
valuable asset, yet, owing- to the heavy losses 
that have been made, they are now looked upon 
as an asset no longer, and the banks and finan· 
cial institutions do r.ot think it prudent to render 
themselves liable to pay rent for forty.two years. 
The Premier told us-and I was very glad to 
hear the statement-that it was contemplated to 
allow the lessees to throw up their leases on 
giving rea,;onable noti~e. \Vhat is "reasonable 
notice"? \Ve endeavoured by interjection to get 
an interpretati•m of the term, and all we could 
get was that any reasonable man knew what it 
was. I trust that by my speeches and actions I 
convey the impression that I am a reasonable 
man but I confess I do not know what reason· 
able'notice is. In :i'\ew South \Vales there is a 
clause in the Act allowing lessees to give ur 
t.heir runs after twelve months' notice. If a 
moderat~ notice like that is required here, there 
will be no serious objection to it ; but .if the 
Governn1ent insist upon a notice of three or 
four ye~:.rs and forfeiture of in1pruven1ents, I 
do not call that reJsmwble. After all, ex­
cept in the case of financial institutions 5:nd 
hanks, what power h•H·e the Gt>vernment 
to compel lessees to give notice? Suppose 
I am a lessee and mortgaged to a bank, and the 
run standE< in IDY nrune, and I do not choose to 
pay rent, I ca~1 snap rny finge:;.·s at the Govern~ 
ment. [Mr. HA,!ILTON : Do you know any caee 
in which the lease stands in the name of the 
lessee when it is mort.;aged to a bank ?] Yes, .I 
do. [Mr. HA>III,TOS : V erv few. The lease rs 
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the security, and you know it.] The hon. 1nem~ 
her speaks for his own di::;trict. I know that 
demands can be 1nade upon financial institu· 
:.ions by the Governrnent, but the man who 
has the lease in his name can ~.nap hi~!J tingera 
e.t the Government. [The SECRETARY FOR 
AmncCL'lTRE: The late Government refu&ed 
the concession which is now "'), ed.] The late 
Govennnent did not refuse it-.. They refused 
to put in a clause to that effect, but after it 
was fOLmd that a large percentage of the !e&sees 
would not come under the Act they made 
a promise that they would amend it 'and put 
in a provision of the kind asked for. The pre­
sent Se0retary for Lands ratified that promise, 
though later on-for son1e 111ysterious rea::;;on­
the Government; were not prepared to ratify it. 
I am, however, glad to know that the Govern­
Jnent aTe now prepared to ratify it, a.nd, pro~ 
vided they accept rea,;nn"ble notic·e such a. is 
acc.,pted in ::"iew South \Vales, I will support 
their proposal. I go with the le-1der of the 
Opposition in saying- that even if no notice at all 
were asked for the Governnoent would still have 
the bebt of tbe deal. [The SECRETARY FOR AGRI­
CULTURE: An entirely onesided bargain.] No, 
it is nut. Everything in life is .1 matter of com­
parison. \V e reason by analogy. At least we 
do so on this 'ide, but I wonder sometimes 
what peculiar guide hon. members opposite have 
for their reasoning. I own a piece of land, 
and let it to a man who makes consider­
able improvements. If that man wants to throw 
up his lease, and lec.ves me with £1,000 or 
£2,000 worth of improvements, would I not be 
well off? Did the Secretary for Agriculture 
ever yet bear of an instance where an owner 
under such circumstances insisted upon the 
tenant paying rent for the balance of his term! 
'I'he owner should rather be delighted at the 
opportunity of getting his improvements for 
nothing. On many of the \Vestern runs there 
are improvements which cost £10,000 and 
£20,000. I know one case in which they cost 
£40,000. If a man ie unable to carry on, and 
is willing to give up to the State the whole 
value of his irr.provements, thPn the State has 
the best of the deal, even if no notice is 
given. I say there ib no generosity about that. 
Another advantage from carrying on the pastoral 
industry in the \V estern country is this : \V e 
now produce very largely in the eastern parts of 
the State. The more people you can settle down 
in the \Vest the greater likelihood there is of 
getting better ptices for the produce of the 
Darling Downs. During the recent drought the 
best purchasers of that produce were the settlers 
in the West, and when more people arf' settled 
there you will find a better market for the pro­
ducts of the Darling Downs than any you are 
likely to find outside. ::'\'othing has been said about 
the ([Ue ;tion of sdectors. I understand the Act 
is to be amended, but whether in any other 
direction than that referred to by the Premier 
we are in the dark. I think that wherever it is 
possible to settle down n1en of the grazing­
farmer class those men are entitled to the very 
fullest consideration which this or any other 
Government can give to them. If the con­
ditions are such that the country vannot 
be occupied by men of tktt class, then have 
the larger settlers, but if the conditions are such 
that men of that clas,; C:\n carry on their industry 
at a profit, it is our bound,·n duty to give them 
every legitimate encouragement. About Thar­
gomindah and elsewhere we have country settled 
with grazing fa"mers. Speaking generally, the 
condition of those men is thi~ : They have lost 
most of their stock, they are in arrear with their 
rents, they owe money to the banks, and there 
is very little hope of their ever being able to 
pay. There are a great many selecturs in the 
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Charleville district whose farms at the present 
moment, if not actnally forfeited, are liable to 
forfeiture for non-payment of rent, which they 
cannot possibiy pay. \Vhat does the Governllletlt 
propo::;e to do with thu . .::P, people? ~.1_._re they· 
going to forfeit their selections and confiscate the 
improvdneuts they have 111ade '? Thi~ is a very 
serious matter tl .tt will have t'o be dealt witb. 
I shon1d ::;ng~t st to the Go\'ernment that 
they sbould wipe off those arrears a1togetlH:--r, 
fur· tbey are never going to ~<et them. If 
they wip·' off the <>rrears altcgether, and do 
not confiscate the impruvernents, and sn 
those selectors a fresh start, they would be 
to go to the financial inPtitution or lnnney­
lendu· and raise n1oney and re-stock, and p~~~­
sibly in the course uf a few ye~rs, with gt clrl 
se-asons, you 1night ha\·e an industrious and con­
tented grazing farm pnpulation in that \Vestern 
<•Jtmtry. If you do not do tha,t I am certain 
that they will not only be nnahle to carry on, 
but the inevitable result will be that the great 
majority of those farms will be forfeited. [lilr. 
HAoULTON: \Vhat have you ever done fur 
them? Nothing.] There is absolntely no founda­
tion for such a statement. \Vhei< the Bi!I of 
1!!02 was before the House I did as much a· 
any member on either side, perhaps more, on 
their behalf. There are several clauses in that 
Act which are a distinct benefit to the ,eJectors 
which were introduced by me. ln fact, I did my 
utmost to improve the lnt of the selectors, and what 
I have said with regard to them all through has 
been perfectly consistent. From squatters and 
selectors to rabbits is not a Yery wide gulf. 'I'o 
my mind the· rabbit question is the most im­
pm·tant <juestion which Queensland--I might 
even s:>y Australia-has to deal at the present 
moment. \Ve may as well recognise the fact at 
once that the rabbits are there, that they are 
increasing very rapidly, and that if we do not 
settle the rabbit question the rabbit question is 
going to settle us. vVe hear a great deal about 
electoral reform. Electoral reform is a ,-ery 
small question compared with the rabbit ([ues­
tion. You may hang up electoral reform for the 
next twelve months and nobody will suffer any 
serious injury. On the other hand, if you 
refrain for twelve months from dealing with the 
important rabbit question, the State will suffer 
the most serious injury. As I showed last 
year, and as you all know, the power of 
reproduction of the rabbit is simply marvel­
lous. ::'\'o other animal pest which afflicts us 
multiplies at anything like so rapid a rate, 
At any rate, this is a very serious question, and 
it cannot be adequately dealt with without the 

expenditure of a considerable sum of 
[9.30 p.m.] money. I listened with very great 

interec:t, and with smne pleasure, tu­
the remarks made by the Premier to-night. He, 
I think, bus a fairly accurate grasp of thi, .. ques­
tion, but I was not quite able, from the remarks 
which fell from him, to judge to what extent the 
Government are prepared to find money to dutl 
with it. I contend, and have always contended, 
that it should be treated as a national question. 
[The PmmrER: \Vhat do you mean by a "nati-·nal 
question"?] The Premier very prtJperly asks 1ne 
what I mean by a "nnt.ional question." \Vhat I 
mean is this--[:\Ir. KERR: "Socialism in our 
tirne. )' J )[ o; not '' socialisn1 in our tilne," nor in 
any other time. If there is a particular thing 
which affects the revenue and the welfare of the 
whole of the people of the State, then I say that the 
question sh•mld be dealt with at the expense of the 
whole of the people of the State. [The PREiiiiER: 
Is it not so now'!] I intend to come to that pre­
sentlv. I think I have explained what a national 
question is. If it be admitted that the rabbit 
<JUestion is a nationctl qnestion, the next thm;s to 
be considered is, Are we dealing on national line., 
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with it? Tht Pre1nier a~ks n1e if we are not 
HOJng so :1ow. Of course I kno\v th:, hun. 
gentleman may tell me that something like 
£1,2.10,000 has been :-;pent in cormect.inn with the 
ral·bit qutstinn. I believA that 15,000 miles of 
fencing ba\'e been erectr~d pri\'ately and hv the 
Government. and I believf' the Go\·p.rnn1en~,...J ont 
ut that £1,250,000, ba>e contributed sumetbine; 
like £500,000. adm!t that to that extent the 
~-luestion ha~ been natiunalis:d, but I (lo not think 
~hat that is ::-1-.:; La~ ns we haY e. a rjght to expect thB 
Go~frnnlfnt t1) go. Coming l tCk to analngy 
agn.1n : snppnse t)hat I own a buuse or vropertJ 
of v,ny description wLich I have let to a tenant, 
and that this property is attacked by, "'Y, 
\:V'bhe ants, vvhich unllennine the hf)ui-·e, 
which in a fe\v years is likely to tnn1ble down 
ancl c•-ase to he rent·p~ying- prorJerty. Am I to 
Bxpect the ten ant to hear any portion of the cnst 
qf eradicating ants which are destroylng 
my building? htndlord would think of <Jsk-
ing- a tenant to anything- of the kind. [The 
PRELVJIER: But supposir.g the tPnant has a, fnrty 
:·eg,?s' lease of that property.] If the ten mt has 
a forty years' leAse, th-_re are cert"h conditions 
contained in all such leases. There i.s a condi­
tion that vt i1en a 1nan agrees to pay rent for, Ray, 
forty years or any othur tenn, during that tern1 
the property has to be in a condition fit for< ccu­
pttdon, fmd that it is the husineos of the l1ndlord 
to keep it in that condition. [The PRE1IIlm: It 
may be the bminess of the tenant to do so:] 
Ii it i,; the business of the tenant to keep 
it in a proper state of occupation, that fact 
will be st9ted in the lea"'· [The PnE;\lJER: 
Quite so.] And if there eYer w"" a contract 
between the Government and the pastoralists or 
selectors to keep the mbbiLs down, and it was a 
condition of the lease, I say by all mtan~ keep 
them to that. condition. I admit that there are 
,-,om8 men \vho got an extenRiou of lease under 
the Pastoral Leases Extension Act on the ground 
of maintainin~r their fenc•:s in rabbit-proof con­
dition~[Mr. KERR: They did not do it.]--which 
in some cases they did not do. I should like 
the hon. member for Barcoo to rememb··r that 
during the long and severe drought it was a verY 
easy matter to h·ep the rabbits down, but when 
rain came certain plnces in the \Vestern country 
quickly got flooded, and for long distances 
those fences got washed away, and it was 
quite impossible to repuir them quickly. I do 
not for one moment deny that there are certain 
pastoralists who obtained extensions under the 
Act who perhap~ do not interpret their obliga­
tions to the Government as strictly as they might 
hav~ done, and the_Governrnent will be perfectly 
Justified m compellmg them to act up to the spirit 
of the bon~ ; but I am de.tling now more par­
tiCu]a,rly w1th rnen who rnade no contract at that 
thne, with ~.Pn who took up land originally 
under the li:iuD Act, most of whom were under 
the 188-1. Act. There was no condition in their 
leases that they \ver2 to keep down the rabbit::; 
or any nth er pest. It is trnA enough that in 
1:!02" p_ut i11 conclition.' with regard to this 
and certain other 1natter."', bnt I am dralincr nnw 
with those tenants on whon1 there is no oblig<t­
tion \vh .teYer tll de,.troy rabbits. If the"'P mPn 
were rente( I ...._.t tht; pr~~ent nlOnient on tLt• val{le 
of their hoi.ding!:', which !J~, ve depreciated owing 
to the mblnt pest, perhaps there woulcl nnt be 
any gret>.t inju;.;tice iu cmnpelling then1 to 
keep the rabbits in check, bnt we know 
that. '!:rlO::'t nf th>:-f'e runs were taken up 
a gr'--~~ Il'l::tpy :.~ears hefnre the rabbit peHt 
became il ~erHn1ti one, and that the Land Court 
has n1acie Iitt1e or l'ednct:inn in conse(Juence 
of the preYalence rabbit . One nf t·.,-o thing" 
has to be drne-eitht-r nmst rnake a large 
a1lovv:1.nee to tht:.;e in th'=ir rents for the 

depreciated value uf their land through the 
rabbits; h' if the present rent,.., nre rnain-
tained the St,tte shoulil bear 1?hole cost of 
keeping down the rabbit:-:. 'uhe latter ca~e 
it is the duty of the State to keep that pe1>t 
down. Howen::..r, if tb'~ Prmnier and the Go­
Yernnlei:lt cannot ~f , __ their ·'- n,y t11 1nake this 
.:t national qu ~tic;n aitog-eth0r-a char~e that 
BVPry 1nan in the cnrnrnunity wlll directly nr 
indirectly r cy ·'umet1;ing to wad,,- they chould 
cuwp""-l all 1PN2e~.-:; a..,d othel' per~nn..; who are 
affect• d, no nw tter \V hat part uf Queensland. 
they m~y be in~the.v shonld compel the1n to do 
~onwthing tow 1rds finding IT!OlH-'Y for fighting 
thi' pec;t. [The 1~!\EJ!!Elt: That is a proposi .. 
tion,J I think thc~t is a [Ycrfectly propo"i-
ti()n, and, after all, there is :1. grctt deal n1ore 
reason . nd justice in expecting the Central and 
Xorth~rn tHen t~' do this than in cow.r~elllng the 
:Southern men to do it. Is it not better for the 
Central and x,,rthern men that the rabbits 
should be fought in the Southern rnns, and 
thereby kept a way femn the rich L-tnds of the 
Cencral n.nrl. ~'orthern clivisionR rtnd prevented 
frt)m o\·errnnning those 'JlaceR? Bnt what has 
been the pnctice- up to the present time? The 
Southetn ruen have been rated ,~t the nJa d­
n1urn arno:-;.nt allowed Ly law, and n1any of 
'.he C.:entr<il and Xorthern people have paid 
nothing at all, while we have heen keeping 
the rabbit.-; :m·av from them. I think it is 
tin1e this w:t~ ;:,,ltered, and I sincerely tru~t 
that the n1agnitude of the quf.'stion ·will be 
fully recogni,ed by the c;covernment, and that 
when tlw prr>mised legislation is introrluced it 
will he fonnd to be quite sufficient to meet the 
necessities of the case at the pre"ent moment. 
\Ve have been told c. great deal about immigra­
tion, and how we are to settle people on the 
land, but I think this is nne of those questions 
that it is a good deal easier to talk about than to 
c.crry out in pr.lCtice. There are many countries 
more ad vantage.mslj• situated tbnn Queensland 
is, and these- countries arP receiving the very 
best in1n1jgrants which at the present timA are 
1f ,wing- the older countries of thA "·orld. [Mr. 
KERR: Because it is cheaper.] I refer more 
particularly to tlw Arg-entine, the United 
States, and Canad.;. [:Yir. LESINA : ·what 
about the Transvaal?] That is the reculiar 
prerogative of the hnn. member for Cler­
mont, and I clo not wish to interfere with him. 
I cannot understand thP hem. member';-, sym­
pathy for the Chinese, hut there seems to be 
some affinity between tlwm. The interjection 
the hnn. n1ernbu.' fo.c Barcoo just nutde is quite 
right~that the pa.ssJgee are chctper t<' tl1ese 
placee, as they- are clos"r to the old conntry than 
~-\ustralia. Tiwrc·fnre, is it not ()bviou~ that 
as it will cost su1table ilnmigt ;nts a great deal 
1nore to con1e her0 \Ve must offer th8ln grt-'ater 
attraction~ than other euuntrie;;? l do not think 
that any Gnvernut·:mt has in the pn.'-'t risen to a 
fnll recog11iti')ll 11f thPir dnties in regard to tbis 
in1por'"~1nt n1att.P.r. I nP1iev~ the late Govern­
ITH:_'nt did all the· cn1ld nnd~ r the circurn ,knees~ 
During th•-' exi.S~,ence of n. long dronght it was 
useles~ t.<; p_ ,k pc •ple tn cnmP an'd fl.ettle ht-re \Tith 
~U1~' prospect nf '"llCce-::-;. Bnt nonr th]ngR J.re 
a.ltogetln· r di£ft>ruH, ~ln i 1 d.(l not f·8R why :we 
should not ~2:et ::;uitable immigrants. ]f \Ve nffer 
then1 snfficien~ inducernt-nts. I havo :-t little 
informatiun 1wre, wb.ich I will give briefly, as 1t 
· ;-;olne h•WL m.Jtnbers may no' hRve 

it. Jate ~'-Uni~ _,.;r fo;" L,tnd'"' in N ~ w 
~onth \Val~~~ ·~h·. Ceick cahlr~d home and got 
the fo1lcwing in f. 'rrnation \Yith regard to h1nv 
they do thing~ in C .. wf~. :-

T•JULll:t~cm·ner .,f llU~_.e;.t\=:at'l. trc\_l grants tb__,nE:d_~ from 
of tile \·ea:.· 1tlf.j to 'ih:t necpmb~~r~ 
0t lGII 'acre~. Free grar:t::; during· 
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1901, 9,108; during 1002. 2~.211; darin~ l:lt};3, 32,682. 
One hundred.aud fifty~three tho.L::;and two hundred and 
ninety-two homJstead free 1;rrmts of ltiO acres e~tch, from 
1874 to tlle end of ID1);j, made up a total of :2-1,5:!6,720 
acres. 'I'hc free grants issued in 1901 accounted Ior 
1,457,280 acre": those in 1003 fol' 3.5 U,400 acre~. ,,·llilst 
those in 1903 represented ~,i-:!.0,12.0 ~tcr.--.. 

I have a great many more figures here, but I 
do not desire to wem·y the House, and I only 
quoted these to show that before we can get 
suitable immigrants to come. here we must 
give them larger inducements than Canada, or 
the United ::;tates, or the Argentine do. ~ow. 
,. c have h0ard a great deal of talk about elec­
toral reform ; but I am not one of those per­
sons who are greatly in loYe with elec­
toral reform. {Go1·emrnont laughter.) [~-\n 
honourable member : \Ye qnite understand 
that.] It is perhaps a matter which re­
auires some consideration. I told my elector;; 
{hat I would not vote against it, and I repeat 
that now ; but I also told them that if they got 
electoral reform the'' would not find them­
sehes better off th'an tlwv ar<' no'". \\' c 
have been told bv Ministers atld others that 
in this matter Qc1eensland is lagging behind: 
that this is the only ::;tale in the Commou­
woalth that has not its electoral Acts on the 
dame lines as the Federal Acts, It is trUC' 

that most of the States haYe a franchise 
s;rnilar to the Federal franchise, except 
QueendancL but it is uot rru0 that any of 
the Australian State, has an Elections ~.\et 
similar to the Federal Elections Act. [Tht> 
Hmm SEC-RETARY : ':\"o on0 said that.] Ye~. 
you will find it in Hrmwnl. ITh0 Hmm 
SECRETARY : \Vho said that ?] The Premier 
and other3. ;GoYernnlCnt n1c>n1bcrs: Xo. no :1 
Well, when the Elections Bill ecmes OlL I will 
turn up Hansard and show you. Now. I han· 
taken the trouble to inquire into th<> truth oi 
this. and I find (hat in victoria theY haw 
ma.nhood suffrage. electors' rights. residence 
for twelve months before obtainino- right : 
·a.lso, persons can get a YOte if they haYe pro­
perty worth £50 clear or annual Yalue of £.). 
.I have ta.ken these figures from Coghlan's 
!at• st book. In South Australia they have 
adult suffrage, but they haye to be SIX months 
tJn the roll before thev can yote. In :::\ew 
South \Vales women hltve votes, but it was 
only on the 6th .\.ugust last that they exercised 
their right. Then in ~ew South _Wales you 
cannot be a voter unless vou have hved twelve 
months in the State a.nd ·three months in the 
district. In 'rasmania a recent Act gives votes 
to women, but there must be twelve months' 
re idcncce in the State; and in \Y estern Aus­
tralir voters must be six months on the roll 
before they can vote, and there is more than 
one qualification. In New Zealend. that so· 
called paradise of the working man. about 
which we han' heard ·,o much nonsense. they 
haYe adult suffrage. but the Yoter must bt' 
one year in the State and three months in the 
district. \Ye ar<' told that we should come into 
line with the Federal Acts. but I do not know 
a single -·~ustralian State that has its Elections 
Acts on the same linP·1 as the Fe<i'eral Acts. 
!The HOME SECRET,\RY: How do vou know we 
arc going to propose anything of the sort?] 
I ::.trn Y0t'2' ~·lad if ,vou a"'t" not. I ~hould not 
ha Ye referred to the matter but for the 
repeated a·•.·.crtion during the election cam­
pa.ic;n that Queensland is lagging behind in 
tLi., matter. \Vith the single exception that 
Y.Onl~''! nac ~:-: not a rote. f'uPPll::;lancl i:-: aln1oFt 

as arh·:1ncecl in eieetoral rr•fonn af' anY ~:att' 
in Australia. [Government members: :'<o. no: 
Men can"t get on the rolL] \Vhy can"t they 
get on the roll? The conditions here arc Yerv 
much the sa~me as in tht"' other State-:. If ther~ 
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arc' 30,000 off the roll, more than half that 
number would be oppo~ents of Labour, for m 
my experience the Labour orgamsers take 
good care to keep their me_n _on the rolls. If 
there are 30,000 off the roll, 1t IS the1r oj"n fault. 
I heard of one bank manager out V\ est who 
"ould not go on the roll for fear that It 
might injure his business. [Mr. HAli!IW_:O"f: 
\Ve'll have them on the roll next electwn.] 
I shall be very glad, because if more had .been 
on the roll I would have had a very much. b1gg~r 
majority. I think I am right m my attitude m 
regard to this question, and I am saymg now to 
tlw Honse exactly what I sa1cl to my elector, 
v. hen addressing them a few week.s a_go. It 
,,·omen are to haye votes. then 1t 1s only 
;.ea>onable that they should be allowed to 
vote by post. \'I e_ wer<~ told by the Pre·o' th~t 
the Federal electwns m December last were 
decentlv and properly conducwd. but I have 
[,pen told of poliing-pla~0s about _Brisbane 
\Yhero there were scenes of an 1n1proper 
character, and I think that unless we allow 
\YOrnen to vote by post a yery larg~ _11Ulnbm.· 
of them ':ill refrain from exer~nsmg the 
franchise. Possibly it may be desirable that 
in townships women should Le req~l!'ed to 
c,o to the polling·booth to reco~·d their, vote.s. 
But 10 1t rea,onable that women m the\\ estmn 
district:<. who may be liYing 30 or 40 mde, 
from the wcarest pollin!;(-hooth, should be 
0·;pectccl to travel that chstance. to YOt<': It 
the Govern1nent cannot ~ee t~e1r way. to In­
sprl 2 proYision in then· B1ll allowmg ":ll 
"·omPn to votE' by post. I ho:Pe they wdl 
n1ake proYision for i\'Omen outs1deT township~ 
to recOll'd their votes by post. Y\ e are_ told 
"'met.hino: in thf' Speecl1 abo~1t the reg1stra; 
tion of club;;. I think that 1s a very gooa 
measme. butitispos,ibie thatit will not,;;ofar 
f'nou~h. \Ye certainly want an amend~ent 
of tl1e licen;;ing- law. [ThE> PRDHER: i'm?e 
v·hen have vou di .. coYered that'] I have sa1d 
that before,' and I have said publicly tha~ the 
dav '·ould probably come when _the ;:;tat<> 
wr;nld have to dPal in a very dras!IC manner 
"·it.h the liquor traffic: If ~here.',s any on<" 
particular thimr in winch 1t Is lef(Ihmate that: 
tlte StatE> should receiYe a certa.n1 an1ount. or 
profit from the lmsirH~~~ instf'ad. of all0;wmg; 
it all to o,o to the in<hndual. 1t IS the hqum 
trade. Bat .certainly an amendn;ent pf t~e 
present ]a,,· 1s req•.nr<'d. ~\ll over tge \\ este1n 
corn~ try, wht;reYcr the Towns ,~ ohc~ fc,.t 
apphp,, the hcense fE'e for a publican " ~3U. 
A licensed nctuallc'r m Queen street, pays 
exactlY the .same fee as a pubhcan m CharlP· 
viile ::tile! in other tm' ns out \V est. If}here IS 
to ];e an anwndment of the law . .L would 
su~g·est to the GO\·ernment that the_v: senously 
take into consideration whether .1t !S not 
desirable to reduce the licen~e fe0s 1n '' e;;h~~n 
di"'tcirts. and considerably iucrca~;:~. then1 Hi 

plau:," lik.e- B~·i~bar.e. If a~1 hotel 1:1 q:_wen 
f'trect pmd a hcenf'e fee ot £100 or £,uO a 
vear. there would be no more injustice in thiH 
than in exacting a fee of £30 from a licensee m 
the ·\y, ~h'rn district~. Should the GoYernmen~ 
act on this suggestion. I b2lieve ~hey woulc! 
receiye an incrt··tsed reyenue fron1 hcense fees: 
but. whate,·er the financial remit might he. ir. 
would be a step in the right directwn. I have 
so far dealt mainly witli the r::>ntents of ~he 
Governor's Speech. I purpose now clealmg 
Yerv briefly svith son1e things ~,·hich are not 
in the, Spe~ch. The most important _omiss~on 
to which I shall refnr is the question ot a. 
reduction in the number of members of thr' 
A,;sembly. The Prrmier has told us that :v;e 
ha Ye no ~mandate fron1 the people to d(~al w1til 
t-his queotion. \Yhy is it that "·e have no 
11Hl>!H1ate fr·orn tlll' people: It i:3 only a few 



weeks since that Vi'e on thi . .., side of th0 Hou~e 
beg;sed the hon. 6 entleman to put this ques· 
tiou before the elechrs. but lw declined to do 
so .. I do not beheve in ,c~bmittiing small 
matters to the people by means of a referen· 
dum, but I certainly think that if tlu•· Govern· 
ment arc not prepared to take the mll respon­
sibility of a matter of this kind on their own 
shoulders, the next. hest thin[)' is to submit it to 
a referendum .. B_ut is ther~ anything in the 
ar,;;e~ment that rf rt is submitted to the people 
we should have a general election imm<'diat<'lv 
afterwards?. If th<'JJ:e is anythinf( in that 
argun1ent, 1s there not quite as much in the 
argument that if we pass a Bill pro,·icling for 
adult franchic.> ·ve should immediatelv aft€r· 
wa>·ds go to the countrv' If we deci'de that. 
all the women in l~ueensland shall have votes. 
are we justified in continuing- for three vears 
with one-half of the electoro cin the Rtatc dis­
franchised: If I had mv choice as to which 
of the hvo 1neasures~th.? measure for a refer~ 
endnm on the quPstion of a reduction in the 
numbPr of m···mbers of the Ascemblv and th<' 
1m asure for adult franchise--should be delaved 
or postponed. I should sav the latter. Bti't l 
think that th<' hvo meastires should be dealt 
with about ihe same time. \Ye have bt'en 
told that there is no general feeling- throug·h. 
out the country m fanmr of a reduction in thP 
LUn1ber of InemLeJ·:-;. I do not know what 
the feeling· may be in the \Yarwick district. 
or at that particular place where :\Ir. \Yatson 
was treated so hadlv-1 should not attach 
much importance to the lattE'r if I did know­
but I can say that wherever I went in tlw 
\Vestern country. even men who "·ere strongh· 
opposed to me politicallv applauded anv refer· 
·ence I made in favour· of a reduction' in the 
number of members. \Yherever I went there 
was practically unanimity as to the absolute 
neces"ity for a substantial reduction in the 
number of members in this House. \Ye are a 
kind of glorified shire council, in which 
sevcnty-t\vo members tr·ansact busin€'1'-S. that. 
probably half that numb0r could transact 
equally well. Every Rtate in Anstralia. with 
the Pxception of Queensland. has made a verv 
considerable reduction in the number of the 
members of its .c'ls,emblv. Tlw ~ew South 
\Vales Government shirked the question -until 
tbl'Y iverc· 1 0111pelled to sub1nit the n1atter to 
a referendum. and then the countrv bv an 
overwhelming majority decided tl;at · thev 
should be reduced from 125 to 90. And reduc­
tions have been m 'cl" in all the other Aust.ra· 
lian States. At the present time )iev: Routh 
\Yales has one member to everv 1·1,754 of the 
population: -victoria hn-; one~ rnernber for 
every 17.758 of the population: while Queem­
land has one member for everv 7.173 of the 
population. Are \Ye to be toid that public 
;;;;e-nt.iment i;:;; Yery differf·nt. in Queensland fron1 
what it is in all tlw other Australian State'­
that ~omethin.C!· which is looked upon as nece"~ 
"ary and uruent in tho:"P State~ i~ not con­
sidered at all in Queensland? Ho\YE'Yer cor­
rectly the Premier rua~· jucLe the feeling· of 
0nPeL .. land in other n1a tter:3. he i -. altof?·ethC'r 
mistaken when he tolls the House that. there 
i;;:; no stronr:~· or general feeling in fayour 
o£ a r0dnction in tlw numbPr of memlcers 
of this As' embly. \Yherever I ha ye g·one 
I have fntwd the feeling in favom: ot 
a reduction Yery ::-tron.cr and general. Bnt 
I do not confine m~· observations to the 
Wancgo district. I was recentlv on the 
Dn"ling Dmnrs. and wherever I ha,:e met with 

and spoken to people I have found 
I 10 p. m. J that nine out of everv ten of 
- them aTe of the opini01{ that it is 

perfect!:-.· absurd. after one-third of our busi· 
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nc's' has bc•en l:.tnded over to the Federal 
Puli3,nlE'nt. tha1· . .,,.c should retain the same 
number of members as we had before feder­
ation came about. It is v. eil known to most 
lllCinbers that thirty-nine subjects were 
handed m·er to tlw Federal Parliament. and yet 
we still ret.tin sevent·,, -two members, and each 
of the fiw m· six ::\1misters receives £1,000 a 
year or ~.;v·ill receiYe it in the course of a few 
wec·b. I do not like to sav for one moment 
that hon. members and ·the Premier. in 
opposing a rec?uction of n1e1nbers. are actuated 
by any selfish or pecuniary considerations. I 
am willing· to give to every man the same 
credit as l claim for mvself: but I think that. 
with the exception of the Labour members­
who. I understand. are. in the main, opposed 
to any n'rluction-the greater nun1ber of mem­
hers of this House. if they voted as they really 
feC"l Oll the subjPct. would vote in favour of a 
large reduction of members. I do not speak 
of a tinpot reduction of five or six. [The 
PRE~I1ER: The late GoYernment were not 
unanimous on the subject.] \Vel!. I was not 
a member of the late Government. I am glad 
to say I am not a member of the present Go· 
verument: but what does it amount to, after 
all. if the late Government were not unani­
Jnous on the subject·: Is there any Govern­
Incnt that i~ unanin1ous upon all subjects? 
I do not L!ln :l±d. whether the late Govern­
lTI0nt w~:•re unanin1ous about it or not. [Mr. 
KERR: Y on were against it twelve months 
ago.] I \vas ne"\·er against it. =Mr. HAMILTON: 
You were twelve months ago.] I defy any 
hon. member to point to one remark of mine 
inside this House or outside it that would 
conYey the idea that I was against a reduction 
of member As a matter of fact, I have 
a.lwavs bE-rn consistentlv in favour of a reduc­
tion :C,r nwmbers since federation. I trust that 
the GoYcrnment wilL as soon as possible-if 
not this se::--iou. at anv rate next session~ 
bring in a Bill to deal· with the reduction of 
the number of members : and. if there is to 
be a rderendum on the subject. I think they 
might also put hefore the country the question 
of whGt the payment of members should be. 
Per,onallv. I do not think '"" should 
have any payment of members at all: 
bnt \VE' ought to ha Ye one of nro things: 
\re . ought to havE- either no payment 
at ali. or \\P ought to han:; double the 
pre2ent pn~nneni. I belie;-e that. whicheyer 
of those courses ,,- adopt. we ~sill g.-!t a better 
cla-' of member' than we get now: and I 
1 elie-.-·p thnt. if we '\vere to retlut-E' the nu1nher 
of 1nen1be-rs con:--iderabJv. and either have no 
payn1ent at all 0r coDsidcrabl:v ahove :the 
--:rese11t an1ount. \\'<,_' would ntohahlv hav a 
return rbc times when we had a higher class 
of in all tlw ~An:--nalian States than 
\YC' haYH at ti11.:- pre>:3ent n10l11E'llt. and \Ye 
shoulr1 have proper ]p i:;lt~~iun. vrhich. thotv:sh 
on dc-'mocratic lint:'"· - onld ~ c uf a broader 
and jn~ter charac:tEl_' than \Vt:> an_· likPly to 
ha.Yc under C'xisting- condition,s. Before I sit 
down, I wo:~~d Jik~ to refer one or h~ C! other 
uwtte , . I 11PrP l:-:- 110 ntarle 1n thP 
SpPf eh c·f the ::Har:5upial 
Acr. r.:\Jr. i:-. to~-{~ re-t-·_tacted. The 

told lF that t<>·dav.l 
tbar ir i.:; to h~ re~ 

eaacted. bur. l hore it wili 110t be re-er•acted 
,-.-itho:n rll(' ( ;:"ly~ninH•ut ,ub;<idv. \\\ haYA 
an prnp('r ir:fonn .1ion on thi"". point. btLt I 
think 1t. '': ,n],[ !-·" YirtualJ:;.· killirE~· the Act if 
tL"re is En 'ilL.!"'"lr!_l..-. I11 the invr n·eri~hec1 
condition r"Jf thP \YcstE'l'!l countr-;;-. the stock­
n Y~ler" eT: J:.•: nfford tn find tf1s- Pr'ce::;~ar:v 
!Gmle"i,- r!-, ke·~!1 do··;;r~ the d~r.,::::o:; and !nar-
3-npi ·l..;. ::vl:;· ,, ~-rh t:H? :;n\Plnrneni -q1'sldv. 
thPy ln >"P h_H1 the· g-reate,;;t l1iffnutty in kccpirlg 

Jf r. P . .T. Ierrlw] 



42 =ASSE:VIBLY.J Address in Replp. 

theu1 111 districts thev 
llavE' llClt tl L taking· ulO 
-..taJ~d_ I d<' 

1 
P1Ct\li?~ am arguing 

agmu~t my o-wn nv~1nca~ Illh_)1 e ... 1... becau"'e 
tlws0- ~ea lper--. a:--· a rnle. aro nnt g-i'. en to 
.snpporL11;.; n:ie. In thC' p1ectm:atp I ;.0prescnt 
there arc something like 130 men who are 
rnakn1g· ~heir liYing by -ealping. Iu t.he 
onP rhstnct of A.ugarhella there are some 
forty-s'''·en of them. r:Hr. KERR : That 
12 1vh~:>re you go.t thP big Yote.] I sup­
p0."-1'· if thr' C' PnlH!:htcned d0ctorfi chaos(' to 
r(•coccl an OYC'l:\Yh0hning Yore iu mv favour. 
they lw,Yc a pcncct rig::t to do '-ll. r~ir. I{ERR: 
l_~ou luw .. : \\That you prcnui::-cJ thCn1.] I die; 
not promisP them anythinc;. If the subsidv is 
no~ reHewed~ a sufiicicnt an1ount of monev -~vill 
not be aYailaLle ro E nablc the 111ars~upial 
bo~rd:-; to un 1"hei·-~· ':. ork in the wav in 
w~nch ir be carriEd a11d thi:::: ~p.est 
mll uor iu check. of us. I 
presun1e. c- J· H''.are tiwt dln::..:·o-:.: are included 
in the ~-\et a~ uwr~upial~.' The dingo is 
011(' of thP l1JO~t ,(_'~'lOll~ rw~ts \V:_, hayp to 

in ;he \Ye,t. and it mig-ht well 
LC'l' the. IIouse L) co/J:Jsider 

1Yould l1e de::-:irabJe to leave it 
the ~Ttriou~ board_;;:. as to \Vhether 

pay auy ho1n1~ at a!l for the dest.ruc~ 

Ut:' rnar~ 

tn jye or not to cive a 
. destru_ction c~f kangaroos. 'rrhere 
~~ anoth~!' n1atter also '''h1ch is not referred to 
111 thP t_;o,-CTlOl'·:-:- t=.pPE'L:h. and which. appa­
rently, ha, not been refened to during this 
<ieb::;te so fr • and I am rather surprised at it. 
Takmg ".g-reat mterest as I do in the great 
bulk of the people, particularlv those who 
earn their li1·ing by manual labour, I regret 
<'xceedmgly that no reference has been made 
t? the unemployed question. There was a 
tlm_e wh• n hon. members opposite sympathised 
wrtli the unemployed. I regret to think that 
that time has passed awa>. I remember on 
several occasions, Yrhen ihere were not so 
many unemployed as there are now, the 
adJourmn0nt of the House was mm·ed to deal 
wrth the question. I assure >ou that it is a 
very_ vital question. and that whatever it is 
poss1ble for the Government to do on legiti­
mate lmes should be clone towards finding 
work for the unemployed. I was told latelv 
t.hat there is one bi,; y·.·orks where 300 men 
used tn be en1plo_v-0c1. and the nun1ber is now 
down to forty .. , There is ~"not her place not 
far ah<:y frotn rt-:(• ~hqnc< n'pn•<;:;f'Jltcd l1Y thC' 
hon. _rnP!llh('r ... · for (J·nnpie .. uHI I heliPY(~ it i" 
p~actrcally shut. up. There is a great deal of 
chstrc·::: 111 Yanous places. and as far as I 
~WYP,!'lF Jt1. dn• (;o\·c-:nr_l1~'nt ar(• dnlng- uothing· 
w relieve the present drstress. !The PREMIER· 
~t is ouly a fc,.v we0ks since you\,yere denounc~ 
1ng the ~ov~rnment for starting relief camp~.] 
I arn a~ton1shed at the Premier making a 
remark lrke that. iThe PRD!IER: You should 
be -~stonishcd ar j·our own short n1emory.] 
1 Will show the hon. gentleman that · mv 
rnen1ory i_s not ~o short. To begin with, i"t 
\Yould pa1n n1c Ycry 1nuch ro denounce the 
Prcrnil:.r for anything. I haYe always had a 
gr 'Ut for the hon . gentle1nan, and I 
should to think that it 1.vas reciprocated. 
Of cour~c v. c know that a Guver!1ment is a 

[Jfr. P. J. Lwlty. 

kind of corporation whic-h has neither body to 
h1' kicke-d nor sonl to be- da1nncc1. I an1 <:u1 

of tht Go\~crJnljent but I trust tho 
\Yill not tak0 anvthil1r, I have to sav 

t~JP GoYPl'l1D1('!1t as a (]enunciation o~f 
twrsonally. 1 haw• nothing but praise 

for tlw hou. gcntlcn1an. I did not denounce 
rhe (;oyenJHWJlt a fe,v weeks a,r-;o because t.hev 
foulJd \-;ork for the tuwrnploj,rd. \Vhat I 
hlanwc1 them for \•-as that in~tcad of giving 

in a numlwr of distric-ts. thcv confined 
! ~~, l)l'k to et fcvv districts 110ar the "coast. and 
partil -~lady dist"i_cts rept·c-,cnted by 11iuistPrs. 
! The l'nE.IUEit: But you 'aiel just uow that 
d1Py did not do auythiug: how cloes that 
harn1onis' \nth ;.'Otn· preseui· staternont ?1 I 
d.) ~1ot think I ~aid the~; did 11othing. 
I .3aicl th0;v WC'l'P doing nothlu 1_> Besides, 
the hon. gentleman, as a journalist 
and a n1an of wide 0xperience. 1nust know 
that a man. when addressing an audience, 
leaves something· to imazination and intelli­
gence. It appears to me that the Govern­
ment han' no adequate conception of this very 
important subject, and if they do anything 
further for the unemployed I hope the work 
will be distributed in a number of districts, 
inste-ad of being- confined to the coast. [Mr. 
liA;\iiLTOX: If the work that oug-ht to be given 
to local people wao g-iven there would be 
no unPmploycd.J Tbf>rP may l"t=:- ~o1nethin~· in 
that s J.t0n1ent, Out it is quite enough for me 
to ans\Yer for n1v 0 1Yl1 sins without takin2.· 
those of other pPople on my 'boulders. \Yhen 
being- interviewed. the hon. member said if a 
mane desired to shift. hi-, cattle there was 
nothing to prevent him. In the same way if 
a n1a11 has e1nployn1ent to g-iYE' he must be 
permitted to choose his own employees. l 
contend that the Government are doing very 
little at the present time to ac.sist the unem­
ployed. and it seems incredible that a party 
which professes to be interpsted in the work­
ing man should be so silent on this question. 
I should like to sa v, in conclusion, that this 
Government has a -;:ery great opportunity. It 
has come hack with an unprecNlented majo­
rity. [:\Ir. H.DII!.1'0K: Which you did not 
anticipate.] Let mP tell the hon. p;entlema>1 
that there are many persons who did not anti­
cipate it, and I venture to think the Labour 
party mo",t of all. It would be very interest­
ing to consider for a moment the reason for 
their majority. \Yas this a Labour triumph 
or a :\Iorgan triumph? [:\Ir. H.U!ILTOK: It 
was not a Leaby triumph.} The Lcahy family 
have come out as well as anyone. They are 
not weakened in numbers. and have nothing­
to regret on that score. [Mr. \Voons: You 
were Yery near 1 ··Jing \Yeakened.J Let me tell 
the hon. member that if he gets inro Paradise 
by the same majority as I <wt here he will bf' 
all right. It is ju.st as ' ell that '"e should 
recognif:e facts. whether they are pleasant or 
unplca6ant. I recognise that to a large extent 
this has been a :\!organ triumph. and that 
unless they 1vere made respectable by the 
::\Iorgan Governn1ent no '"uch large n1unCcr ot 
Labour members wou)d have been returned. 
I do not use the word offensiveh-. but to be 
connected witb that Government "uave them a 
spe,cies of prestig0 without which they \rould 
not have come back as strong as they are. 1 
think that should make them consider vcrv 
carefully what the future is g·oing- to be. I 
sinc·erely truct that those hor'. mem!Jers who 
sit behind the Premier "-ill loyally carry out 
their pledges to the countr;. It vvonld be just 
a::- well if l·n:1. me1nl~ers iYould re-co~·ni~e that 
it. was t.he ~\Ior.!2·an plat:onn \vhjch ,~·as before 
thr' t ',JJltn-. and thut that \\-a~ IYhat th'"'\ 
'.\ ''l'P ch·r·u·,d on. ~\uJ after all the ::\1orgail 
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,,Iatk1nn >- r)r .:ncally the Philp platfonn_. the 
late (;,)yernn1ont hav·ing endeavoured to 

all the important items of 
[::Ylr. HAMILTON: They n~ver 

to cal.'l'"",T th('lll ont.] Let n~ nc;d 
:\Iorgaii manifesto ·and see what 

to. \Ye are told we shall ha Ye 
into agricLtltural districts. 

that ? It was initiated by the 
who in,tructed :Hr. Gcorge 

or eighteen months ago. to 
nece2-" 1rv surv ~·vs. Do not we kno\Y, 
the late 'GoYcn1rncnt had a Bill pre­
confer the adult franchise ·: And 
pc·rit:dly :::incerc iu it. T1YO and 

yc•~.l'S ago. 1 "!Jen tht!y 1.vent before the~ 
lUJ 'd'J. it hacl the £orcn1ost place in their 

pro~ ·Lll11C. \Vhen thev 1net Parlian1cnt it 
was the front rank of their proposals. It is 
the c<HtJC 'Yith all the other matters of import­
<nwc tnentior:lcd in the Governor's Speech. 
Consequently I say that, although the mem­
bus on the other side ha.-c been returned on 
the Prcn1ier's n1anifesto, \ve on this side need 
not consider it as a defeut; because, although 
)r if: a t.i.-~eat for ourselYes. it is an endorse~ 
!HE-nt and a triun1ph of the political pr~nc~ples 
'" e ha Ye ab·ays rep re· cnted. Our prmc1plcs 

uiumphed though another party has 
"ppoimcd to carry them out. [:Mr. 
: But :con stood as an independent.] 

and a-half years ago I stood as a straight­
out opponent of thP Labour party, and as a 
ioiiowcr of :\Ir. Philp. [:\Ir. KERR: But not 
'd1is time. I Let the hon. member turn up 
d1Y election addr0ss of six -,.veeks ago and 
the reporh of my speeches-and I have 
neYer complained of being unfairly reported­
rind he 'vill see that I stood not as an inde­
pendent candidate, but as an uncompromising 
opponent of the Labour-Morgan coalition. I 
approved of the manifesto of Sir Arthur Rut­
ledge. defended his action, and supported him 
'trongly. I ne\"er cailed myself an indepen­
cicat. ~Mr. KERR: Did not the Mail quote 
!"OU as an independent ?] I read the Jf ail 
regularly. and never saw such a statement in 
it. I was about to sav that the Premier has 
a great opportunity be'fore him. The country 
has returned him by an overwhelming majority 
to carry out a programme somewhat similar 
to the programme advocated by the party 
with which I am associated. Consequently, 
whate.-er portion of the Government pro­
gramme is similar to that enunciated by the 
late PrPmin I must vote for, whichever side 
of the House it comes from. ProbablY two­
third£ of the Premier's manifesto I can vote 
for, and the same thing may be said with 
1·egard to most members on this side of the 
House. The hon. gentleman having received 
the endorsement of the electors. has come into 
power at a time when the long drought has 
broken, and when there is every sign of a 
cnnti:!·wncP of good ~Pasons. Fle has a.n onpor~ 

y·hich no man in Qw:>enslanrl probably 
fnr last quarter of a century has had. As a 
r.rec i,; judged by its fruits so will the present. 
GoY• rnment be judged by its works: and if 
thn- are false to anv of the ic?eals the> have 

· before the country, and do things" which 
have not led the country to belieYe they 

'"n•>n.nr>arl to do, the day of reckoning will come 
round: and when it comes it may be found that 
t.his party, small and insignificant as it is at 
present, will again occupy the Treasury benches. 

::VIr. CA:\IERO:\ (E.·i.· !,a ne North} : I b·og to 
move the uiljonrnrnent of the deh<:tte. 

Qw:-~tinn put and lJ2'>Hecl; and thr resu1npti·Jl1 
of the debate n:ade an Order of 'he Day f<Jr 
Tuesday next. 

ADJOLTR:\CI:LENT. 

T·t-~e PHE:\liEI~: l bt-g ~.t) UJoV<" thnt the 
adjourn until Tuesday 
that the J-{nt"l:-38 would 

-..it dl Fricl:t:· befure nexG 

Hon~e, at it:..; d(l 
next. It\. a~ 
nnt GOlD.llH:'HC8 to 
\Veek. 

Que· 
I Leg to ll1iJY8 that the 

On Tue::;:;day we pruptL":ie 
t,J fnr the :-.U~iwit:--iml uf the 
~:- :1>~d if tl a';; is c ruei \\I.:' lvill 

t;ly 1:-lou. rnHnbers VI ill unUer~ 
' iht~ ]-IIlu:-:-e rose L-,·.t St.·ssion, we 

Wt:::>.t.:>- SuppJ;· \" hicb carritd UB to t_he 
t>r.d thi~ 1noinh; that i~ tn say, w~ requn:e 
~UP}Jly beiore llliJHey ca;u b<-: paid to the ::;erVIC ~·j· 
It i."' de·.irable, that the_ Suppl.v Bill 
shm11c1 be·. ·kt-n ~·n tn.;xr. llw1Je it ·will 
nnt; tiu1e, tbt ceaftet· we shall 
proceed adjonrned dPLtc,teon the Addreos 
ill rLeply, 

'"~uestion put .tnd passed. 
The House adjourned at twenty.eight minutes 

t·1 11 o'clnck. 




