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14 Questions.

THURSDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER, 1904.

The SpeEaxkr (Hon. A. 8. Cowley, Herbert)
took the chair at half-past 3 ¢’clock.

QUESTIONS.
RE-ENACTMENT OF MARSUPIAL ACT,

Mr, HAMILTON (Gregory) asked the Recre-
tary for Agriculture—

Is it his intention to re-enact the Marsupial Act this
session, which expires this year?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. D. F. Denham, Oxley) replied—
Ves; in an amended form.

Burxzmry LANDS.
Mr. NORMAN (Haryborough)
Secretary for Lands, without notice—
When he intended to lay upot: the table of the House

the reports of Mr. G. Phiilips in cennection with the
Burnett lands?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hoa. J. T. Bell, Dalby) replied—

1 do not propose to lay the reports upon the tabie
until they have been considered by Ministers.

asked the

BrEEDING PoricE TlomsEs.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) asked the Home
Secretary—

1. Upoun whose recommendation was a stud farm for
the brecding of police horses opened at Woodford ¥

2. What is the estimated annual cost of the innova-
tion?

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. P. Airey,
Flinders) replied—

1. The Commissioner of Police.

2. £20.

[Mr. Nielson.

{ASSEMBLY.] Ohinese at Proserpine Mill.

PURCHASE OF PorLiog HoRsEs.

Mr. LESINA asked the Home Secretary—

Has he any objection to lay upon the table of the
Ilouse ali particulars, ete., in connection with the pur-
chase by the Police Commissioner of thirty-five aged
horses, at about £11 per head, for police remount pur-
posex, from a station of whick John Leahy is managing
director and Mr. Okeden, juar., is manager?

The HOME SECRETARY replied—

No ohjection,

ELECTIONS TRIBUNAL.
PANEL OF ASSESSORS.

The SPEKAKER: Pursuant to the vequire-
ments of the Klections Tribunal Act of 1886, T
now lay on the table my warrant nominating
the panel of assessors for the trial of election
petitions during the present sassion.

PRINTING COMMITTEE.

On the wmotion of the PREMIER (Hon. A.
Morgan, Warwick), it was formally resolved—

1. That, in compliance with Standing Ovder No.
301, a Select 'Committec be appointed to aszist Mr,
Speaker in all matters which relate to the printing to
bhe execnted by order of the House: and for the pur-
pose of selecting and aranging for printing returns
and papers presented in pursuance of motions made by
members.

2. That sueh committee consist of the following
members:—Mr. Speaker, the Chairman of Committees,
My, Tolmie, Mr. Paget, Mr. Burrows, Mr. Kenna, Mr.
P.J. Leahy, Mr. Jenkinson, and Mr. Morgan.

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEL.

On the motion of the PREMIER (Hon. A.
Morgan), it was formally resolved—

That the Standing Orders Committee for the present
session  consist of the following member: Mr.
Speaker, the Chairman of Committees, Mr. Macurtuey,
Mr. ITardacre, Mr. Porrest, Mr. Hawthorn, Mr. Kerr,
and Mr. Morgan, with leave to sit during any adjourn-
ment, aud authority to confer upon subjects of mutual
concernment with any committee appointed for similar
purposes by the Legislative Couneil.

AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS BILL.
FirsT READING.

On the motion of Mr. PAGET (Mackay), this
Bill was read a first tiine, and the second reading
made an Order of the Day for Thursday, 6tk
October.

SUPPRESSION OF JUVENILE SMOKING
BILI.
FIRsT READING.

On the motion of My, MACARTNEY (7oo-
#ong), this Bill was read a first time, and the
second reading made an Order of the Day for
Thursday, 20th October.

BALANOCE-SHEET, PROSERPINE MILL.

On the motion of Mr. KENNA (Bowen), it
was formally resolved—

That there be laid on the table of the House a copy
of the balance-sheet of the Proserpine mill for the year
1908.

CHINESE AT PROSERPINE MILL.

On the motion of Mr. KENNA,
formally resolved—

That there be laid on the table of the House copies of
all correspondence relating to the employment of
Chinese at the Proserpine mill.

it was
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PROSERPINE INQUIRY.

On the motion of Mr. KENNA, it was
also formally resolved—

That there be Iaid on the tahle of the Iouse copies of
the evidence taken «t the recent inguiry at Proserpine,
together with Dr, Maxwell’s report thereon.

DR, MAXWELL'S EXPENSES.

On the motion, standing in Mr. Kenna’s name,
to which ““Formal” had Deen valled—* That
there be laid on the table of the House a return
showing (a) the total amount drawn sach yrar hy
Dr. Maxwell for travelling allowances since his
first engagement ; (7) the items thereon "—being
called—

~Mr. KENNA said : With the consent of the
House, I wish to alter this motion by adding the
words “cab and buggy hire and steamer fares ™
to the end.

The SPEAKER : The hon. member cannot
make that alteraiion now, as the motion is a
formal one. Hecan only do #o by the unanimous
leave of the House. Is it the wish of the House
that the motion be so amended ?

- HonouranLE MEMBERs : Hear, hear !

The Prumter: No.
The SPEAKER:
member to say ¢t No”?

The PREMIER : Yes,

The SPEAKER : Then the hon. member for
Bowen cannot move the motion in the amended
form. He must move it as it stands on the
paper.

The motion was then put and carried in its
original form.

Do T understand the hon.

SITTING DAYS—ORDER OF BUSINESS,
The PREMIER : T move—

That, unless otherwise ordered. thie 1Iouse will meet
for the despateh of business at 3 o'clock p.m. on
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thuarsday, and Friday in each
week ; and thal on Tuesday, Weduesday, and Priday,
and after 7 o’clock p.m. on Thursday, Government
business do take precedence of all other business.

I called ““Not formal ” to this motion becanse T
understand that some hon. members desire %o
speak upon it. The motion is, ag you are aware,
offered in the usual form, and in a form that has
been found convenient to Parliament for many
vears past. Inrecentyears there hasbeen a desire
sxpressed by some hon. members fo substitute a
day sitting on Friday for the evening sitting, so
as to close at an hour which would permit
members residing in country electorates within
reach by railway to get away by the evening
trains on Fridays. I understand that that
feeling prevails among a certain number of
members to-day, and that that is the aspect of
the question which it is desired to raise in the
discussion which will follow. I am quite pre-
pared to admit that this is a matter which should
be determined in a manner which will be most
convenient to members generally, but I would
ask hon. members on both sides of the House
to remember that not only the convenience of
members but the convenience of Ministers also
should be had in remembrance when the matter is
under consideration. In the Federal Parliament
the system of Friday day sittings has been
observed since the beginning. Whether it works
well or not I am not in a position to say, but I
have no doubt it is a convenience to members
who desire to get to their homes for the week end
recess. The proposal to have day sittings on
Fridays is not new ; indeed, we had ¥Friday day
sittings in the Legislative Assembly of Queens-
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land many years ago, [Hon. R. Puirp: Only
in the morning.] [Hon. K. B. Forresr: They
closed at 1 o'clock.] I am notin a position to
speak from personal knowledge on the subject,
but the information I have been able to possess
myself of would lead to the conclusion that
the experiment was not alrogether a success. At
the ¥riday morping sittings, when there was
generally a thin House, advantage was taken by
bon. members to raid the Treasury—too often
successfully, Ido notdesire to see that repeated
now. No doubt the opportunities for raiding
the Treasury are not so frequent now as then,
since the management of roads and bridges has
been taken over from the Central Parliament hy
the local authorities. If the msjority of the
House desires to make any change in regard to
Friday sittings, I sincerely hope that a morning
sitting will not be inisiated, but that members will
be content to meet earlier if they desir
carlier. I believe that is the object hon.
members have in view. and I should like to put
one other sspect of the question before the
House as preliminary to the discussion, and that
is, that with the time at the disposal of the

House, if we are to cenclude our business
before Christmas—and I sincervely hope we
shall so conclude it—it will be necessary

to devote all our time sitting four days s
week to the consideration of business; and
if we shorten our sittings there is a prospect
of imperilling legislation. That is an aspect of
the matter which hon. members who are par-
ticularly interested in certain legislation should
keep before their view. DMinisters have plenty
of work to offer the House, and, so far as T am
able to see, we shall require all the time we can
get sitsing four daysa week in order to accom-
plish the whole, or even the larger part, of that
legislation. However, T recognise that this is a
matter which should be determined in 2 manner
calculated to suit the convenience of the majority
of hon. members, and I am prepared to listen to
any arguments that may be offered in support of
a change. But I hope hon. members will not
make a change without a full consideration
of the possible consequences, There can he no
doubt that it would be a conveniencr to mem-
bers residing on the North Coast, the South
Coast, and the Darling Downs to be able to
get to their homes on Friday evenings. The
train service to my own electorate is so wretchedly
inefficient that I could not get home on a Friday
if the House did rise earlier. However, 1 am
prepared to listen to anything that wmay be
advanced in support of the change I have in-
dicated. At the same time T hope that while
members who reside in country districts are
naturally desirous of consulting their own con-
venience they will not take a step which may be
inconvenisnt to others. I submit the motion in
the form in which it stands on the paper.

My, McDONNELL (Fortitude Valley) : T am
pleased that the Premier has given us the oppor-
tunity of discussing this matter. I think this is
an opportune time to make any departure so far
as the sittings of the House are concerned.
There is a feeling among a large number of mem-
bers that we should have an earlier sitling on
Friday so that it may terminate earlier. This
mode of doing business has been adopted, I
believe, with a good deal of success in the
Federal Parliament, and I think that if the
Government are prepared to accept an amend-
ment on this motion we shall have exactly the
same amount of time for the transaction of
business on Friday by beginning earlier in the
day as we have had by sitting at half-past 3.
Members no doubt recognise that on a Friday,
when the weather is hot, there is sometimes no
great disposition on the part of many members

Mr. MeDonnell.]
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to do much business, and, as a matter of
fact, there is not a great deal of business
done on a Friday night till a late hour.
At present there are a large nnmber of country
members, and, if the House meatearly
[4 p.m.] andadjourned early on Friday, they
would have an opportunity of
getting to their homes ; bur, if the House sits
till the hour that it has heretofore sat on Fridays,
those members will be unable to get home. The
Premier mentioned that in the early days the
House had early sittings on Fridays, and he was
doubtful as to whether they were a success ; but
T would point out that the House is differently
constituted now. Questions such as that to
which the Premier himself referred—the dis-
cussion of divisional board questions—used to
occupy a great dexl of time in those days. I
think there is & disposition on both sides of the
House in the present day to do business, and I
feel certain that, if the House meets in the
early morning, we shall be able to get
through much more business than we used
to gt through when the House sat late
on Friday night, and a large number of mem-
bers would be able to get to their homes
fairly early on Friday. I know a good many
country members are favourable to this sugges-
tion, and I hope that the Government will con-
sider it favourably. I do not wish, in moving
an amendment, to encrcach at all upon the time
of Winisters, but I think that Ministers will be
able to see their way clear to give the time which
they will undoubtedly be asked to give if there
is an early morning sitting. That is about the
only objection to consider : and, frowm the
remarks of the Premier, T imagine. that Minis-
ters have very lirtle objeciion to offer on that
score. [The PREMIER : We have an objection to
offer to morning sittings—nos to afterncon
sittings.] The amendment I propose to submit
—and I hope the Government will accept it—is :
After the word ‘““and” on the 2nd line, to insert
the words ““ at 10 o’clock a.m. on Friday in each
week, the sitting on Friday to terminate ab
5pm.” [Houn K. PHire: Say 8 a.m.] I would
have no objection. With the usual half-hour’s
grace, that would mean that we showd meet ab
half-past 10, adjourning for lunch at 1 o’cleck;
meesing again at 2 or half-past 2, and going on
until 5 o'clock, when the sitting woeuld ter-
minate.

Hox. R. PHILP (Zownsrle) : Thope thabthe
Government will not aceept the amendment, Tt
would be very inconvenient for hon. members who
are in business in the city, at all events, to come
here at 10 oelock on Friday mornings. [Mr.
McDoNNELL : We would not meet till hlf-past
10.] Well, it wonld be incovenient to come here
at half-past 10. I should imagine also that it
would not be very difficult, with a sitiing like
that, for three or four hon, members to stonewall
any husiness. Awoth, r ubjection is that Friday is
one of the busiest days in the week for mewbers
who have other businesses to attend to—it is
mail day for the North, With the big majority
bebhind the Government, I do not suppose they
will need to keep them all here. They might
spare six, or even a dozen, for a day or a wesk,
[The TreASURER: Take it in relays.] Of course
we can only protest on this side of the
House; but I think it would be very unwise
for the Government to accede to the wish
of the hon. member for Fortitude Valley.
It might suit some hon. members 10 meet ut 2
o’clock and conclude the sitting at 6 o’cleck, bat T
do not think there would be very much business
done in the morning. It would be very hard to
get a House at 10 in the morning. [Mr, Kugrn:
How do they keep the Federal Parliament
together 7] Some hon. members are too apt to

[Mr. McDonnell.

%

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ovrder of Business.

quote the Federal Parliament. Only yesterday the
seconder of the Address in Reply quoted a bad
thing that is done by the Federal Parliament.
As the Premier said, we have sat on Friday
night for a long time, and I do not think any-
one has been nuch inconvenienced. By and
by we shall have to sit on Monday, and perhaps
on Saturday. Personally, I darve say I could
manage to attend on Friday mornings, but there
are a number of business men who could not
come, and I hope the Premier will not accept
the amendment. Besides, it is not fair to
Ministers to expect them to come here on
Friday mornings, as their work would all get
behind.

The PREMIER : I am not prepared to accept
the amendment offered by the hon. member for
Fortitude Valley. Ministers ave quite prepared
to submis to some inconvenience in order to meet
the convenience of hon. members generally, but
the Hmitation of the hours of sitting on Friday is
a contingency that I cannot regard without some
alarm, having regard to the amount of business
that we desire to get through. It would be an
easy matter to arrest the progress of Govern-
ment husiness on a Friday until the conclu-
sion of the sitting, and, if that were dome
persistently, it might be very unpleasant for
hon.members at the close of the session. 1 have
no dwubt whatever that certain hon. members
in business in the city find Friday evening
sittings most inconvenient, for the reason that
recent legislation has made Friday the business
night of the week, but at the same time I am
disposed to think that more hon. members will be
inconvenienced by a departure from the system
which has prevailed in this Parliament for many
vears than would be convenienced. 1think on the
whole the arguments are in favour of retaining
the hounrs of sitéting which are contemplated in
the motion I have submitted. Under these
circumstances I hope the House will pass the
motion in its original form.

Mr. KERR (Bareoo) : I must siy that I am
in favour of the amendment of the member for
Fortitude Valley. The leader of the Opposition
seems 0 think that it would be very hard upon
business men to_have to attend here in he
wmorning. Now, I thisk the time is opportune
for the alteralion, and that the fear that
Ministers wil not ges their hnsiness through is
not alcogether warranted. Ministers can easily
arrange as they do in she Federal Parliament.
The Minister who has business coming before
the House can be present, and if others wish to
conduct their business in their offices they can
absent themselves from the House. I think the
majority of hon. members ought to be considered
in this matter. [Hon. H. B. ForrusT: So
they will be.] Yes, so they wil be, and
I trust hon. members who arve in favour of
the alteration will determine the matter
by their votes, We preach a good deal
ahout economy, and by sitting on Friday morn-
ing we could suve a good deal of expentirure on
the electric lighting. I think if the Federal
Parliament can manage their business by meet-
ing on Friday morning and adjourning on Friday
evening, this Parliament can do so.  The leader
of the Opuposition has asked, ¢ Why not meet at
3 o’clock 27 T have no doubt if the hon. gentle-
man moves that amendment he will find a num-
ber of hon. members who will sapport him. We
are h-re to do business, and we intend to do it.
If hon. memberson the other side want to get busi-
ness through, we are prepared 0 sit at any time.
Yome hon. members haveraised the question abount
the mails. Well, Friday is my mail day as much
as it is that of other hon. menibers, and 1 have as
much cortespondence as some. [Hon, R. PHiue:
You have a mail every day, and ours is only once
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a week.] We have only one mail a week to my
electorate, and if I do not get my correspondence
away on Friday I miss the coaches. I there-
fore favour the amendment moved by the hon.
member for Fortitude Valley, and trust it will
be carried.

Mr. MAXWELL (Burke): Although I have a
limited amount of correspondence, I must say I
object to Friday morning sittings, If hon. mem-
bers are particularly desirous of sitting every day
of the week, T am guite prepared to do so, but [
point out that the Northern mail comes in on
Thursday, and the first opportunity we have of
seeing Ministers is on Friday morning. There-
fore I say it wounld be very unfair tosit on Friday
morning to meet the reguirements of a few
Southern members. The Northern members
deserve a little consideration as well as a few
suburban people.

Mr. P. J. LEAHY (Warrego): It is imma-
terial to me whether the metion or the amend-
ment iy carried. If the matter goes to a vote I
shall support the motion, becauss I think the
Government should be the best judges of the days
which suit them.

Mr. HAWTHORN (Enoggera) : 1 fail to see
what advantage is to be gained by meeting at
1030 o’clock on Friday. On the other hand, T see
very serious disadvantages, the main one being
that the working policy of the Government will
be seriously hampered and interfered with. The
day-time is the only opportunity Ministers have
of attending to their official business, and it
would be o serions mistake to take away from
them one of the days they have hitherto devoted
to departmental business by meeting on Friday
morning.  The hon. member for Barcoo has
expressed the opinion that those in favour of
meeting on Friday morning want to ges on with
business, I thivk those who are against the
amendment are cqually prepared to go on with
business, and it would be a mistuke to intorfere
in any way wich the present working hours of the
House. 1 shall vote against the amendment,

How. B. B. FORREST (Brisbane North): 1
object altugether to devoting the whole of
Friday to the House. It is an experiment thet
has never yet been tried. {Nr Lzsina: In the
House of Commons it has, doz-uns of times.]
Under entirely different circumstances, Refer-
ence was mads to what was done in this Parlia-
ment in the early days. The House then wasin
the habit of meeting at 10 o’clock snd adjourning
at 1 o’clock, and the object of that was to enable
members to get away to Toowoomba and other
places by coach and other means of conveyance.
As a matter of fact, there has been no time
within my recollection when the House has been
called upon to it during the whole of Friday,
and tn take the whole day is rather too much.
I do not cbject to coming here ay 10 o'clock
and adjourning at 1 oclock, or to coming
here at 2 ¢'clock and adjourning at 6 «’clock,
if it would be for the convenicnee of conntry
members. Hriday is a vaJuable day in 2 busi-
ness sense, and for the reason given by the hon.
member for Burke I do not think too great an
encroachment should be made upon that day.
If th- question goes to a division I shall vote for
the motion as it stands,

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) : On several ucea-
sions this matter has been up for discus-ion.
During the last six or seven years, whenever a
projwsal has been made by the Premier, an amend-
ment has been proposed by h n. memnber: now
sitring on this side, who then sat in opposition,
with the object of instituting earlier sittings,
and the party to which the hon. member for
Fortitude Valley helongs bhas always favoured
Friday morning sittings. Moreover, there is

1904-—¢
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excellent precedent for such sittings. In the
House of Commons—the exemplar of all parlia-
mentary institutions—and on the Continent of
Europe, it was the practice fo sit as early
as 8 and 7 o’clock for some considerable time.
There are those resolutions on record in connec-
tion with this matter in the House of Commons
Journals, and it is just as well, considering the
interjections that have been made, that I should
record them here. On the 16th May, 1614, it
was resolved—

That this Ifonsc shall sit every day at 7 o'closk in
the mogming, and begin to read Bills seceondly at 10
o’clock.

Fancy the hon, member for North Brisbane
being o member of Parliament in 1614, and pro-

. testing vigorously against meeting at 7 o’clock

in the morning and reading Bills a second time
at 10 o’clock ! How long would he have been
allowed to sit in that Parliament? They elected
members in those days who were willing to sit
at that early hour in the morning. [Hon. E. B.
Forresrt: They wanted men like you, with
nothing else to do.] Again, on the 19th April,
1642, is was resolved—

That whosoever sball not be here at prayer every
morning at 8 o’clock shall pay 1s. to tho poor,
How would the hon. member for North Brisbane
fare under those circumstances? Again, on the
31st May, 1659, it was resolved

That Mr. Speaker do censtantiy every morning take
the chair by S o’clock.
In those times members of Parliamuent met by
dayliizht, not like conspirators after dark., There
is a terrible weakness among parlinmentarians
to meet late in the afternoown, and carry on their
dircussion by the electric light. And that is
another reason why we should sit during the d
The spectacled legislator is becomivg duily maors
frequent. Nearly every hon. member carries
his spectacles with hix If ke has good eyesight
before the election, he very soon has to begin to
wear spectacles. Why ? Because he H
long hours under the glare of the el
If we sat by daylight we should be able to con-
sider the business before us in a much more
affectual and intellizent mavner than at pre<ent.
Hon. members like the hon. member for North
Brisbane and the hen. member for Enogyuera
represent the type of business man In the city
who fin:s it convenient to come here in the aiser-
noun.  For my part, I should like ic ses the
House mieet in the morning at 10 vclock, adjourn
for Innch, and =it on vntil 6 o’cloek,  Is has been
alleged that hon, members representing Northern
constituencies wili suffer becanse it is their mail
day, but I iwagine they can attend to their
eorr-spond. nee ab the table here or in the room
adjoining just as well as ab their own homes or
offices. A miner point is thix: that a great
majority of the seventy-two membrrs are only
temporar ly in the city w ile the Honse isin
session, and they are natwally desivous to spend
the week-er-d wirh th ir fomi 1es ut home. Why
should not their inter sts—and they constitute
the m Joritv—be ¢ msulted 2 If a division is
taken on sthis matter it «ill illnstrate exsc'ly
what the feeling is u: on it among couniry mem-
bers. However, I am eatisfied myself, as T have
said repeated y in this Chamber, that muchk
better work will be done if hou. members were to
nse-t here and d - their business in the daylight
instead of meeting late and sitting vuiil all
hours. Tt strik-s me that hon. members from the
country are anxious to push their elaims for con-
siderarion noy, and they ean determine the
mather by voting for the amendmert. I shall
support it.

The TREASURER (Hon, W. Kidston, Rock-
hampton): I have no objection to offer to a

Hon. W. Kidston. ]
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morniag sitting if it would couvenience a very
large number of membars of the Ilouse, It 1s
quite true, as the Premier ha« pointed oui, and
as most bon. members know for themselves,
that it would be a rather severe tax upon Minis
ters. I do not consider that that is a very
powerful argument against it if it would give
extra convenience to a number of other hon. mein-
bers; but fmm what I have hesrd it svems that
itting on Friday morniugs wonld inconvenisance
a= rasny hon. wembers as it would convenience,
In that respect T am not very carveful hov i
sebtled. But there i3 nne res
adopt the motion »9

» thau carry ithe
is that it n’:ighb VRTY
gebting throug
all know

on why we stould

Premier
aud  that
the

moved by the
saendment,

seriously lmmp T
gir of Government by
‘.ex;v well what Thursds)

r -
on, [An

means when privele busi cranes
hopourable memher : What 16 nzedl tobe.] And
what it will continue to be.  No long as o debate

wmven terminate at a fixed hour, o long will
stonewallers have an oppovtunity for blocking
any busines- they want to block. I do not think
hon, gentlemen oppoxitd have any desire to <tone-
wall or block any Government business this ses-
sion; but, as we very well know, ¢ Opportunity
wakes the thief,” %nd if any business to which
objection can be taken is brought on on Friday
mummq, nothing can prevent its bemy blocked
until the time for adjournmsnt. To prevent
anything of that kind happening, I hope the
House will carry the motion as moved.

Mr. MACARTNEY (Zoowony) : Out of sym-
pathy to members of the Ministry, if for no
other reason, I shall vote against the amend-
ment, although I do not know that that is the
very best reason.  If it is not, T should certainly
do so on the ground of its inconvenience %o
many bon. members, Besides that, when the
question was iast before the Chamber the
present Attorney-General took the point that
hon. members were elected on the condition that
the practice of Parliament should be preserved,
and no suggestion of any change has since been
made. I think we should foilow the generally
understuod mndmonb. and on that ground I

think we ought to vote against the amendment.
I certainly shall do s0.

The SPEAKIER : T would point sut to the
hon, member for Fortitude Valley that his
amsndment is not exactly in order as it stunds.
1 shall, therefore, put it in this form : To insert
the words *‘at 10 o’clock a.m. on,” and if that
is carried it can be followed by a consequential
amendment in order to complete it.

Amendment pus and negatived.
Original question put and passed.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.
The PREMIER, in moving—

That Mr. George Jackson be appeinted Chairman of
Committees ot the whole House—

said: I submit this motion now, because we
shall require the services of the Chairman of
Committees this session earlier than

[4.30 p.m.] wwual. T have already given notice

of motion for the suspension of the

Standing Orders on the nest sitting day, which,
if carried, will render the services of the Chair-
man of Committees at once nece ry. As to
Mr. Jackson’s qualifications, I think we have
had ample evidencs of them, froni his conduct
in discharging the duties of the office during the
last session of the last Parliament. Mr. Jack-
son then proved himself a most capable Chair-
man, and I am quite surs that his nomination
will commend itself to hon. members sitting on
both sides of the House. Ihope that the election

Hon, W. Kidston.
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of Mr. Jackson will be unanimous, and feel sure
that his conduet in the chair will furnish the best
warrant for the action of the House in electing
him to that position,

Hox. R. PHILP (Lowuseille):
novrination. We had some ex

Jackson as Chalrman of C
and T havs no doubt that
the chuir a Iltt‘e Tonger we shall he more satisfied
with hin: thun we have been before. Helsa
perscnal friend of mine, and T hope he will be
much mere libeval while sitting in the chuir than
he was last year, when he was a little inelined to
curtail debate, [The Premize: I think there
was o lttle wi .xndur~tarxdl11g 1 Quite so. I
know thet Mr. Ja m\son is perfectly bonourable,
and it he erved at =11 15 was not from any inten-
tion to favour one side more than the other. I
hope Mr. Jackson will be elected unanimously.

Al JACKSON : Mr. Speaker——-—

The SPEAKER :
the House.

AMr, JACKSON @ T »m golng to ask the per-
nission of the House to take this, the earliess
opportunity of thanking bon. members for hav-
ing elected me unanimounsly to the respansible
position of Chairman of Committees. I thank
the Premier very much for the kind and com-
plimentary remarks that he made in allusion to
myself. In regard to what the leader of the
Opposision has said, T can scarcely take his
remark as being altogether too complimentary,
but it is possible that he bas not remembered
the feeling of excitement that ],P'meafad the
front Upposition bench during last session. If
he had dene that he would probably have

T second the
snce of BMr.
cimistees liit oo Hon,
when he has been in

There is no question before

made more allowances for any action that I
may bhave token in the direction he indi-
cates.  [Hen, R, Prarr ¢ You curtailed
debate.] If the leader of the Opposition

thinks that, then 1 sey I do not think the hon.
gentlernan has remembered the pecnli‘* state of
excitement that existed in committee during the
session of last year, My apprenticeship has been
a very brief one=o far, but I belisve thut, gener-
ally speaking, T have given satisfaction to hon.
members on both sides of the Honse—-{Hear, hear)
—notwithstanding what the leader of the Opposi-
tion has said; in fact, if T thought T had not given
satisfaction to hon. members on both sides of the
House, T should not care very much about taking
the chair agein.  As T have said, my apprentice-
ship has been a very short one, and therefore T
shall ag f&n ask for the forbearance and consider-
ation of aon. members when I take the chair
agaiv. Op the other hand, 1 shall certainly try
to Go 1wy best to be fair and courteous to all
members, 1o matter on which side of the House
they may sit. [Honourablemembers: Hear, hear!]

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

How. R. PHILP (Townsm'lle), who on rising
was re ed with cheers, said: I do not think
it is a fair thing to let a matter like this go by
default. . It is usual on the Address in Reply

to refer to many mabters, and we sometlmes
find that election battles are fought over again
in the course of this debate. I do not intend
to do that, but there are some little things
that ought to be referred to. To start with, I
wish to comphmﬂnt the mover and the seconder
of the Address in Reply on the moderate tone
of their speeches, and if that fone prevails
throughout the whole of this Parliament there
is every likelihood of good business being
done. (Hear, hear!) Now, I must confess
that I am disappointed with the Speech; I
am surprised that the Premier, with his
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majurity of twenty-eight has not cnunciated
# Lold and vigorous policy. That apparently
was what was wanted from the late Go-

vernment, but  they never had anything
e the majo:‘lty that the present Go-
rument  ha 1 don’t supposc that any

Prewnier has ever been returned to any House
i Australia with such an  overwhelming
nmjority as the present Premier. Why! he
',mrut to be able to move mountains and bring
‘.‘_L;, prosperity and happiness to all sections
of the commuuity. But there is nothing new
in the Specrh at all. In the previous Speech
rhere were one or two new  things; for
instance. the referendum to find out whether
tcis of this State wished the number
of this House reduced. [The
You dow t wish us to commib
icide so suddenly?] I thought the Premier
wus honest about Teducing members. I think
ihere is a necessity for roducmg the number
of members, and I believe that the bulk of
how, members on both sides wished that to
e done, I wish to point out that our Queens-
mml House is the only one in Australia that
not dealt with this very important matter.
w \nuth Wales, Victoria, South Australia,
stern ustmud, and Tasmania have all
deait V'xth the question; but Queensla.nd has
not. [Mr.W. FanirToN : There is no demand for
it outside Brisbane.? [Mr. Geaxt: You don’t
vant an election in another two months, do
vou?] I think this House is quite competent
o take this matter in hand. Only New South
Wales asked for a referendum—the other
States were all quite satisfied to leave the
matter in tho hands of the several Houses.
{An honourable member: But you must look
at the matter geographically.] Well, Jook at
the size of Western Australia and South Aus-
tralia. I think the people of Quecensland
want a reduction in the number of members.
When we sent sixi2en members to the Federal
Parlisment 1 thought we should reduce our
members by sixteen. [Mr. Duwsrorp: You
don’t want to lose any on your side.] This
should not be a party question at all. I am
prepared to vote for fifty member‘ or for
#fty-four, for I think that number could carry
on the business of this Assembly. [An
honcurable member: You had a Bill ready.j
Ves: I had a number of Bills prepared to lav
o the table, but, fortunately or unfortu-
nately, the present Promier managed to "“01
a Ana]ontv and turned us out of office. {[3ir.
N, Hamittox: And your own party was
nst it.] I want to talle quietly, and not
lav any party )‘neung and I am sure that
the hon. member for Gremory is big cnough
1o talk when he gets up. without interjectin:
now in this unseemly manner. I want to
speak moderately: but I recolleet this young
man — (Covernment laughter) — being at
Townsville. and trying to influence the elec-
: inst me: hut he did not make as much
impression on them as he makes on that
on. I am anxzious to get on with busi-
, and we shall never do so with constant
in";er)vpt'onq On a previous occasion like
his, the discussion took eight weeks, and that
WI}\ due to interruptions. I do not think it
is a fair thing to refer in the Speech to the
mme occupied last session, for this House has
nothing to do with last session, and it was
the Premier who was in fault. e could
have divided a fortnight before. but he was
waiting for Mr. Murphy, from Croydon.
Even then he could have done a lot of busi-
ness in five or six weeks, but he was anxious
to get a dissolution. Now he has an over-
whelming majority, but there is nothing in
this Speech to indicate any policy. There are
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a few small things, such as the Income Tax

Re-enactment Bill, because this Act will
expire at the end of next month. I was in
hopes that the Treasurer would do away with
this altogether. I say that the better and the
bolder pohcy would be to sell land: that
Would do more good to the State than tax-
ing the people. [Mr. Tzmsixa: To whom are
you going to sell it%] There are plenty of
people here who will buy our lands, if they
are offered on suitable terms. Seeing we
own 400.000,600 acres. and only got a paltrv
return, I have maintained for some time that
we should sell our lands at a fair price. If we
did that, we could pay off the uational
debt, and do away with taxation altogether.
By that e we should bring peorle to the
State, and that is ‘hv only way of bringing
a considerable number of people to (ucens-
lad, without paying their p ges. I am
;3f’(’(] that we

,m’l never get a large body
ants who will pay their own passages
from the old country to Gueensland unless
some such inducements are offered to them.
Like the hon. member for South Brizbane, I
should slso like to know what the proposed £190
exemption in connection with the income tax
means. Does that apply to married men, or
to single men only, or to both classes? Will
a man who is in receipt of £101 a year bave
to pay the tax, while a man who receives
£99 1% pays nothing at all? Of course we
shall be told to wait untilye see the Bill. and
vher. we shall get all ¥ information. In
thit same paragraph there is a statement
which I look upon with some suspicion—

The Stamp Duties Act will also be re-cnacted, it is
hoped, with such modifications as will ensure to the
State u« considerable amount of revenue to which it is
entitled, but whieh, in ¢ons-quen of defects ia the
existing law. it does not now reccive,

There was a paragraph exacily like that in
ine Governor’s Speceh which was delivered
the last session I was in office. ] hope the
Premier will meet with a better fatn than I did
when he brings forward that Bill. If it is a
Gill on the same lines as that which the late
\xovommcu‘r brougnt in, it will have my
support. because I ain satisfied that at the
pressnt time the law is evaded, aad a lot of
money which should come into the Treasury
135 not  received. ((,roxcrnment members:
tlear, hear!] There were 1o ‘1lear, hears”
from that side when I brought a Bill mf
(]ﬁunnter)umﬂ on the contrary, it was said
that no further texation was leqmled. The
Treasurer ncew finds that he is not in the
happy position he occu‘pied when he sat over
here: he has respon sibilities now, and only
the other day when he found that he had got
wome £40,060 less than the late Government
received. and that the amount that he would
obtain from the Federal Governmoeut would
be £100,000 less that he expected. his heart
was filled with dismay, and he was ﬂ}mg his
flag half-mast, aud saying that the State was
zoing insolvent. I was gurpused at the hon.
geutleman  taking up  that  attitude, as
I xmd looked upon him as a plucky man
and a man of resource. It was said
that we lost £1,100,000 by federation, and
vhat we ou(rht to have arranged to prowde for
that (I(\ﬁcmnov The Premier said in his
sperch delivered at War vick—I have a copy
of 16 here, but I am not going to read the whole
of it—that we had paid about £1,100,000 for
federation, and we ought to have taken steps
to wmeet that deficiency. Why, then, does not
the present Treasurer take steps to provide
for the small deficiency of £100,000, instead of
wailing about the maftter and saying that the
countw is becoming insolvent? It is not the
place of any Ministér to cry stinking fish, and

Hon. B. Philp.]
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I am astonished af this being done by the
Preasurer, whom I rvegarded as a man of
character and resource. Hut apparensly ho
lost heary altogother that day, and lost faith.
{"The Prewier: Nob in the country, but in
federal finances.] The late Government lost
‘:1 00, \)f‘i} and surely £100,000 is not m uzh to

Government, with their big
a Tv &un ¢ who can save
ar! Thi is also a Bill to amend

“slamdd National Dank Agrecment
said last year that we had no objec-
Qassing that asuve, so long as the
f the Stat: » ved. Dot
ce with the re that if that
: re will be annus
of wy advi
) oy which may be
fruciion oL pubhc works,
thn p(‘(,uma -y obligations
i if that Bill

fm' s

without
of the St a
hecomes Taw th mment will get £86,000
a year from the bank, We hd\(‘ boen ;gvthng
L3008 a vear (ram that bank for some time,
0 thet the Government will have only
E30.000 por annun extra, and that will not
wrch in the wav of public works.

er could e more 111,111 that on the
(monummm raitwav, which he has promised
to oxtend. ['The Preuvrsr @ No. T did not
promise it ] "his 18 what ihe hon. gontleman
13 repovted to have said at Gravmay

M, Morgen said that the last time he add
electors at e, he hiad promissd 1o v
train on o snhsequent oceasion. e had couwe by train
0 speak to them that evening, and he wanted themn o
distinetly wnderstand thet the terminus was not to
remain at Thane. 1t his party were returned with a
working majority, he would, #@s »00n ax mone
avaiiable. push on the construrtion of the Bordo
way ; and they inight rest sesxured that. whether in
PO » o1 not, while I Parvliaacent he would ne-ver
cease to wrge lhe comstriciion ol that Hue. Tierve
were two candidates in the field for Cunningham.  Mr.
srayson he wanted to sor in the Houy son hie
did not.

5 Mr, W

*m* L reasl that,
to thoese
return . (;humn
way.” [The PREVIE

that the hon
people, I vou
you wiil get the rail-
One wo‘xk point about
that is t‘n(’ I never said it.] The statement
appea in most of the papers. I afterwards
saw that the Secrciary for Public Lands pro-
mised two railweys.  [The SecreTsry ron
PusLic Laxps: Did vou not also see that 1
denied 1t7] No. The SuoRrTARY FOR PUBLIC
Laxps: I denied it as soon as [ saw the
staterment, and I denied J’r ab every moeeting
[ addressed afterwards.] In one of his

the hon. centleman ~aid that he was not
Zol 7 ed with one railway: he
CRETARY FOR PUBLIC
sure the hon. member
1t statemaen cirenlated in the
Ilhv- 5“"1’1« xu.\; FOR PUBLIC LaANDS:
phed by the other side.} I donot think
de telegraphed these statements.
v PUBLIC LaxDps: It was
s0 cortainly in oy case, I assare you.] At any
rate, heve wo have thvee railways which must
be ‘Dm‘f som T know the Secretary for
5 never without u, railway in
he accu d me once of not gefting
ay—and I know that he can at
d two or three railways.

3.

(=N

gowns &

ould have two
Lanps: N
fhas
Pres

him a rail=
any Hmo bring forw
T mention this to show the House that this

“considerable” sum of £86,000 a year will
not o far in carrying out public works. We
have been cetting £50.000 a vear from the
bank. [The PT{F\/IIER Not lately.] Well, up
to the 30th of June last. T do not think £86.000
per annurm wﬂ] go very far in public works
in this State. Local bodies will want a great
deal more than that. T believe that the

[Hon. B. Philp.
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rbour Board at Rockhampton
£150,000 for a_necessary work.
ville ftarbour

warie
The Towns-
Board wants £40,000 also for a
nece work, and they can afford to puy
intercst and )Pdomimon on any money they
borrow without any additional revenue. This
£86.009 per annum is, therafore, nothing like
~ufficient for the works wwhich will b reguired
crent parts of the 3ta There
we ¢ hz Jhd\)nc in the lmild

o

only
of raily
!mo«:, H

aliow of l’(‘l‘ pe wple to wulid our rail
I ery pleased to note that t
to wcm e offers fov
We are fold in

the con
1;10 »,‘)é £

pdltl) or “holly ’tf *hon m\u expen«n
mining or other districts, my advi are £
concede the most generous terms compatibie with the
interests of the community,

It is amusing to notice that the word ¥ syndi-
cate” is lefl ont of the Speoch altogether
They are cal‘cd ““individuals
5 p.m.] corporations.”  Personally, I do
not care whether they are called
individuals, corporations, or syndicates, so
long as the Government are willing to have li
bl wheve they cannot build them themselves.
I think the hon. gentloman made one of th
bl{?‘. ‘o5t blunders he cver made in not agreaing
1o the ferms offered in the first place YFor the
consbruction of a line from Almaden fo
Gueorgetown., The offer he had made was
that, if be would guarantee 1§ per cent. for
ten years on £300,00 O~»cqual to £7,500 a year
—thoy would undertake to build Lho railway.
|'Yhe Prewrzr: No. They only negohatcd £
the building of the 1allway 1 Well, you alw
find a good deal of negotiation before a line is
built.  There is no one with_half a million in
his pocket in Queensland. You will have ¢
come to torms with people here, and they will
have to go to London to get the mone
noticed the other day that in South Australia
the cre offering as much as 80,000 acres
per mile to have a line built to the Norther
Territory from the head of their line, and they
did not get a single offer. Now, 1f in South
tralia they arc prepared to give 80,060
s poer mile, besides the right of Tunmug
. we shall have to offer much

1

mors
liberal terms than the late Government suc-

r(\cdod i getting the Chillagoe people to build
their line for. 'Th Premier: Of course the
minuulb Were th(\ attraction there.] There
are lots of minerals in the Northern Territory
tno. Thor(\ is un hon member sitting behind
the Premier now who was anxious o get a
Jine butlt to Glassford Creek, but he failed,
and T am sura he showed his bong fides. [The
Premrzr: He could not get the cagpital.] That
is s0. Instead of the terms we offercd being
too good, we find they were not good enough
for peaple who have the money. It would be
far better if the Premier would tell the
sounivy or the House on what terms he is
prepared to accept offers from syndicates to
buiid  reilways. It would be much more
satisfactory if he would do that—that
is, if he is in carnest, and I Dbelieve
he s, because I believe he is  satisfled

now that he cannot borrow the money
to build railways.  Besides, in some ca:
there is a considerable amount of risk

in building lnes. Let the country know the
terms on which bo is preparved to newotizte
with people, and very likely he would geb
some offers. But, if offers that are made are
refused, the impression will get abroad that
the hon. gentleman is not sincere in his desire
to get railways built. In fact, the Treasurer
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said last session that he had blocked specu-
lators.  Whether the offer was made by
speculators or not, it would be a splendid
thing for the country if that line were built.
There would be no occasion for the Govern-
ment to find work for the unemployed, as the
tine_would find work for all the uremployed
in North Queensland, and I am satisfied that.
if the line were built, we would have a large
;)opulatlon on that big goldfield. [Mz. \M\\
You don’t like white people settled in the
North.] Let me tell the hon. member that I
have given cmployment to far more white
men in the North than he has, and at good
wages. There is a lot of splendid land at
Atherton, which has been selected—it is more
itable for white settlement than any other
23 in the North—and I regret to say that
the bulk of it has been leased to Chinamen
and blackfellows. It is a pity for Queensland
that the whole of that land is not oceupied by
white peop]e to-day. I am very glad to sec
that the Government are confident that agri-
culture is prospering. There is no doubt that,
with good seasons, the agricultural industry is
bound to proa per' but T would like to know
if the Government are doing anything them-
selves in the direction of experimenting with
the growth of such crops as cotton and sisal
Lemp by white labour. It is all very well to
go about lecturing, and advising people to
grow things, but with the number of State
farms we now have it would be far better if
an experiment was mude by the Government.
and the results were published throughout
the State. Personally, I do not believe that
sisal hemp can be grown at the enormous
profit that the Secmtary for Agriculture
thinks. I think he told the farmers last year
that a pll)ht of £20 an acre can be madce out
of the crop. [The PrREVIER: On the basis of
present valuea.] Well, let the Government
oy 16 themselves. We have plenty of land

of all kindg. {The Ppevmier: That is
Sta,fe socialism.} What are the State
arms, for but 10 experiment with crops 7

We do net want them to grow crops that
anyone cau grow. We want them to grow
crops ke cotton and sisal hemp—crops “that
we ave not «rmWI. g at the present time. [The
know we can grow cotton,]
we enn grow cotton: but the ques-
whether we can grow it at_a profit
the hﬂmm‘ a pwwn’r available in
\V(\ know 1a1, all ‘nopma] agri-

ied on bv other than
In America they use NEeGLoes
native labour 1s coloured; in
srown by coolies.  We want w
t whotiver we can grow cotton in com-
sith those eountries, and 1 think the
vernniear should sy tho experiment.  Of
cour- b guow woe grow cotton many years
weo. I thivk that one year wo grow something
1} 90 bales. bur at that time there was a
ven of 50 wuch ‘)m Fale for all cotton

itre
pL'

cxported. We know U‘ ; :he Federal Go-
VOILLeNE  sre GAXIous 1:) promote  white
~otilement i Gueenslaud. It would be 2

o to ask
\\pmt of
cuongh, 1
but whethes

them to give a bonus for the
cotton.  If the bonus were b
o satisfled we can grow cotton:

we o can compete with other
countrics without a bonus is a matter which
care ouly be determined by someone making
the experiment. and the Government are the
hest people to wake that experiment. They
have State farms al Gatton and Warwick
there is plenty of land on the North Coast :
there is a State farm at Rockhampton; and
they might experiment with 200 or 300 acres.

‘22 SerTEMBER.]

in Reply. 21

Address

[The Preyier: An experiment is being made
with sisal homp on a substantial scale at pre-
sent. | By a private individual ? [The
Previkr : Yes.] The Specch says—

Among the varions means by which my advisers hope
to promote the azrienltural industry is the coustruc-
tion of cheap lines of railway on terms which will not
burden the taxpaycr with any portion of the cost
thereof.

Well, { aw py opulu{ to assist the Governmont
to build as many hundreds of nule» of railway
on those terms as they hlxc T do not know
what 1s meant by the words **on terms which
\vln not burden the taxpayer Wlth any portion
of the cosi thereof.”” T do not know whether
shiat moans that the lines are to be built on
she bettermoent principle.  [The PrREmIR :
Yes.]  Well, that principle _has been in
operation for some time. We have lent
money to various boards, and they have
built  railways which, up tc the pre-
scne, have paid interest and redemption.
That is building light lines of railway Wlthout
inercasing the buldens of the State, and if
that iz what the Premier means, I hope he
will succeed in doing so. I am plea.sed to see
that puragraph in the Speech referring to the
pastoral industry, and the promise to accept
survender of leases after reasonable notice, I
know at present in North Queensland stations
are being sold for the value of their stock
bhecause the owners will not come under the
Act of 1902, being afraid that they will be
compelled to pay the whole rent for forty-two
years. [The Premier: That is what they
asked for.] Yes, and they got it; but the late
Guvernment agleod in writing to give -this
coneession, allowing them to surrender their
leases, and it was afterwards ratified by the
present Scceretary for Public Lands, who had
some trouble with his collcagues in getting
them to agree with it. [The PREMIER: There
was only a promise to submit the matter.
You promised to submit the matter to the
House, and that was al] you could do.] [The
SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: What I under-
took to do was to carry out the promise you
made.] At all events, it now seems that the
Conmmun agree to thl: proposal, and I am
very pleased, beeause it is in the interests of
the Sm’r(\ 1 know six or seven places in North
Caee d!l(! which have been sold for the value
of the stock, which h% been taken south and
to New South Wales, simply because this
GONCELSION Was 1ot made. A v 'y large insti-
tucion, which owns a great number of stations.
will not enrme under the Act, and I am pleased
that the Government now intzud to accept
surrender after reasonable notice. I do not
bt roasonable notice 7 means, but I
ay if a man is prepeared to leave his
rovernents  behind,  that ought to  be
cient for the Crown. An institution wilt
iv hold on te these places so long as they pay,
and an ﬂnh\mlml will only hold on as long as
the bank will honour nis cheques. Why
anvone =hould be worried aftor he has done
‘u» bot ro make a place pay I de not know.
Tnder the old Act the custom was that for-
feiture took place. I hope the Government
ave ¢aite sincere in telling these men that
if they ave satisfied to leave their improve-
renss behind they will cancel the leases. That
what they want. The Government cannos
ipect to worry and h‘u vv a man after he is

wed. 'The Prmanikr: This Government do
not do it. and s nm lilkely to do 1it.]
Tustitutions will not advance money on 1,11(,\0
places undm (“V;\t’n;{ conditions. In  times
past. whon an institution advanced money on
a staticn proper is got a transfer. Now
that they are h“l)’h&‘l\"‘\ liable they will non
accept any more transfers. {The SECRETARY

Hon. R. Philp.]
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fOr PrBLic Laxps: You know quite well that
they are not a bit move liable now than they
have Leen for many years.] They are lable
fegally. llhe RECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS:
So they have been always.] But the custom
has been to accept forfeiture. {The Sxzore-
TARY FOR PUBLIC Laxps: So it i now.] Yes:
hut the fear of = labilitr exists, and instita-
tions will not aﬂ\'mn n “1( noy on pasioral pro-
perties boc awe of that liahihty., I think whes
the matter is put plainly to Hw Tlouse mern-

bers will see that it a wize thing in the
mterests of the 3 try that this
concession ~hould I were in the

\Huld bf\ satizfied to
The SICRETARY ror
more rent by giving
There is a serious
serious danger of

all the stock taken

g The meatworks on the coast are
zetting nothinge ]'kv the quantity of stock

they used to get. I do not know what they

are going to do. Quite 140,000 head of cattle
huve gono South from North Queensland.
which would not have gone had this conce--
sion been given two years ago. and cattle are
going South now whicli ouﬂht to have heen
kept in the North and fattened. The stock is
bemg rold. and the stations are being aban-
doned, and that will continue until thl\ con-
cession 1s given by law. Now. there is a sug-
gestion I would make to the Secretary for

Mines about volfram-mining. A great many
men are now getting emp]ovment by thi:

meana—at Sfauth()rp(\ Bundaberg, 40  miles
from Townsville, where 300 men are em-

ployed, and all ‘over the Cairns district. 1

think it would be a wise thing if the Minister

sent a geclogist out to 191101'1' on the wolfram
fields. [Mr. MaxWELL: A better thing would
be to 1mend the Act, and make the holdmgs
smaller.] T do not remember any big leases
being given M my time. [Mr.

Two or three.] However, that can be done

by regulation.  Wolfram-mining is very much

like alluvial goldmining. Anyone can carry
it on, but it would be very valuable to have

a Leport on  these finds, so that we may
see if anything can be done to dev elop them.
The recent finds of wolfram have been a
great relief to the unemployed of North
Queensland. They have given a great deal of
v'orl\ and were it not for them the Govern-
ment would have had to find either work or

food for many more Unemployed Fortu-
nately, the price of the mineral has kept very

high, but whether it will continue at that
price is anofhm question. 1t has been sold
as low as £30 a ton, and now it is £150 a ton.

I hope these engaged in the industry will

Contmue to get the larger price. [The [IoME
SEeRETARY : 1t will pay at £50 a ton.] It all

depm :d: upon what kind of a claim one has.

Some men are making a great deal of money,

and some very little. It is like gold-mining.

Gold maintains a splendid price, but many

people who are workini: on gold do not make

wages or fucker, Some peovy}o even lose a

lot of meney in goldmining. It all depends
upon fhe claim. We are fold in the Speech

that ‘“no proposals for the advancement of
the State can he complete unless erv include
some workahle plan of attracting h mr desir-
able seitlers from other countrie I am

very pleased to see by the Press that 200

Moravian familiex are coming ouf to

in Queensland. If the Premier can oi

any “infor mation as to how they are ¢
vheother they are navirs their own presaoes,

Government’s place 1

forfeit without notice.

Preric Laxps: Tt mean
notice.} [The Prvyier:
danger.] There is alio a
many ot these runs havine
off them.

MAXWELL:

a,nd on what ('muiinm h are getiing the
fand, I shall he pleased to kmow. " The
Government propose also o find outlets

[Hon. B. Philp.
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for the commodities we produce. and that
it no doubt a very desirable thing to do.
This side of the House, and also, I dare s
the other side, will 11(me that the wistake the
(zovernment made la:t year in seading au
agent to the Kastern mallxen will not be ze-

peated. [An honourable member: Sur elv we
have hf\d enough about Jones.] Let us wops
they will bs more pa]hnular In the agenis

they appoint than they were last v
think 1T have now about gone thro
Speech.  Amony the Bills mentioved
for the registration of clubs. aund in this ¢
nection I was very pleased to see the Attorne
(seneral sav that he is not in favour of openit
pul“hc houses on Sundays. But are fho publi
houses now being closed on Sunda .
the question. From all I can 1o

afraid they are not. [Hon. E. B. I‘OhR :
They ought to be open on Sundays.] Lot the
question be settled hy the House, but I cov-
tainly hope the Ho will never agr o
their remsining opon. We have pa an

carly-closing Act, and if a man wants a lonf
of bread or a pipe of tobacco he cennot buy
it on a Sunday. If a man keep. a draper’s
shop. he cannot work his men more than five
and a-half days a week: but, if he keeps a
public-house, he may work them all the seveu
if he likes. [The PreMIER: It is intended to
maintain the law as it is.] I am glad to hear
it, but the information I get outside
the House is quite different. When the
question of electoral reform comes on 1
want to suggest to the Premier that he
should introduce ome clauses to try and
prevent the unseemly proceedings we have
lately witnessed at certain election meetings.
In my opinion it is a disgrace to the State
that a man cannot get up to speak to his
fellow-electors without being intertupted in
the manner with which we arc all familiar
Near the Premier’s own electorate a candidate
was not only interrupted, but violent hands
were laid on him: and I did not sec that the
Premier indignantly put his {oot down.
Then there was the case of a very old mem-
ber of this House, Mr. Mcdlaster. whoo when
he attemnted to address the clectors of Forri-
tude Vallew. was not allowed to be heard.
Tt is'a dissrace to the Valley clectors that a
man of his age and expevience. and whe has
done so much for the Valley. should not have
been allowed to be heard. On the other hand.
there was no interruption, as far as I can learn,
at any Morgan meeting. To leonllv interfere
with a candidate when he is addres«ing
feliow-electors ought to ke made a
punishable  offence under the la
PrEvIER: Every man ought to be }
I er. does 1ot infroduce a clar

the elecroral law 1 shall
and I hope it will be carried.

matter «hat a man’s opinions  are—
\vhnthor for  or a_ particular
party—he cunht t» l‘,(‘ hodiﬂ This 1=

supposcd to be a free country, and we ought
to have freedom of specch; yet we find that a
certain section of the community will not
ailow their opponents to be heard. I hope the
Premier will insert a very strong clause, or
series of clauses. to stamp that out of Queens-
land. I notice there is nothing in the Go-
vernor’s Speech that in any way embodies
anything of the Tabour platform. The
W’remxor seems to have mesmerised the Labour
party in some way, and they promise to do all
they possibly can to carry out his poliey.
Certainly this is a wonderful change in the
atmosphere of politics in Queensland. Forty-
one of their planks have been dropped
altogether; they have only one left—to make
a noise at public meetings. Everything else
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has gone and dirappeared. [A Labour mem-
ber: Electoral reform.] All parties have been
i favour of that for vears past. No one was
more #incere than myself in that matee I
brouglit 1 the mos! liberal measure that was
cver mtrocdueed in this House, and the other
side would not listen to it. My late colleague,
ston. tried to pass a Bill giving the
¢ to women, but it was not accepted.
I another messure with that object is again
brought in I do not think any exception will
be taken to it on this side of the House. I
only hope that in any Bill of the kind provision
will he made to allow ladies to vote hy post.
FAr honouraile mewmber: Why should they
not vote openly, as men have to dot] It would
be a geod thing if they were not allowed to do
9. I do not think any man is anxious that
his wife or sister or female relations should be
compelled fo witness the scenes sometimes
seen at elections. T am not going into finance
on this oceasion—I will wait for the Financial
Statement : but T would just like to remind
the Premier that only two and a-half years
wgo iade a most vigorous fighting speech
i defenee of the principles of my financial
policy. Now he has quite turned round. I
have his latest utterance on the subject here.
but I will not weary the House with it. I would
also remind the hon. gentleman that when he
first came into the House he cama in as a
supporter of Bir Samucel Griffith, who at that
time had » deficit of £455,000, when the State
had only two-thirds of its present population,
and with & much larger deficit per head than
we had. He also supported other Ministers
who showed large deficits. And in those days
there were good scasons, and the tariff could
be altered. to increase the revenue. In our
time we had the biggest drought ever known
m the hittory of Queensland, and we had no
power to alter the tariff. We had to impose
further taxation because it was imperatively
necessary. We passed the income tax because
we knew the country wanted money. The
Premier now says he would not have passed
the Retrenchment Act. He was a supporter
of mine at the time that Act was passed. Why
did he not come out of his chair and remon-
strate, and tell us on the floor that we
were doing wrong? He did not do so.
I take it that when he so acted he was quite
with us in passing those measures, and I do

not think it came with good taste
[5.830 p.m.} on his part to get up and condemn

me, after having supported me
practically in passing those measures. Of
course he said when he was in the chair he
zould not do so. But I have known that
gentlemain, when he was Speaker. come to
this House fast enough if there was auy
money to be got for his own electorate. When
the Thane’s Creek Railwavy was under con-
sideration-—{The PREMIER: That was the only
occasion. }--the Premier never either publicly
or privately remonstrated in any way about
the way we carried on; and T take it he
facitly gave his consent. and he had no right
to condemn a thing aftervards that he pre-

Bl

viously approved of. [Nir. Cowar: The
country approves of whathe has done.] Never
mind what the country does. [ say a man

ought to act according to fixed principle:.
whether the country approves of his action or
not. I passed those measures. and I got my
reward, and I am quite satisfied. [Mr. Cowsp:
Tt looks like it} We do not want any more
members on this side of the Iouve. At pre-
sent  we arc quite satisfed—(Govornmens
langhter)—but I shall decidedly object to any
man. no matter what his position i=, who ar
first_approves of a wan’s cction and afier-
wards, when he sees the country i+ against
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him, joins in the cry and disapproves of it
That, to my mind, is a sign of weakness. The
Premicr of the country ought not to be weak
he ought to be strong and brave—(Government
laughter)—and now, with the majority he has,
he ought to bring in a spirited policy of pro-
gress, and try and get us out of the difficulties
wo have got into through my supposed bad
administration. There is another matter 1
stronely objeet to——and I do not blame the
Labour party in Townsville for it at all. 1
think when any party consent to publish such
an abominable lie as this is, and circulate 1it.
that party is in a very had way indeed. 1
think it is just as well that I should read it to
the House—
State election ®

the conntyy |
That is pretty strong language for any party to
use.

tepurchase of Seaforth Istate. mot one acre yet
seleeted —£22,622,
As a matter of fact, my Goevernment did not
buy the Seaforth Estate at all 5 it was bought by
my predecessors, and bought, as all ather estates
had been bought, on the recommendation of the
Land Court. I thing this is strong language for
any party to use. I can saythat I never robbed
the conntry of & shilling. [Opprsition members :
Hear, hear!] I worked much harder for the
country than I did for myself. If I had locked
after my own affairs as well as T did the affairs
of the country, it would have been better for
me.

Fireworks
(Liaughter.)

Coummoni ealth medals job—£1,147.
There was no job about that as far as I was con-
cerned. Then we come to—

Corrupt advertising seandals and N/reel newspaper
jobhery—£2,200.

Four Royal Commissions in 1901, promoted to find
hillets for Ministerial malcontents—£6.7:41.

IIow the Philp Government robbed

contract Duke ot Yoxk)—£3,500_

Well, the members now in the House who were
on those Royal Commissions are sitting on that
side of the House; there are none sitting on
this side of the House. I think one of the
Premier’s own colleagues, Mr. Barlow, was on
the railway commission.

Increased detenee expenditure at @ time just prior to
the Federal Government taking over Defence Depart-
ment-—£103,000.

Purchashig unneecessary Brishane land from tinancial
nstitutions—£756.000.

I am not aware that we bought any land in con-
nection with financial institutions at all. We
bought some land from churches, but you cannot
call them financial institutions. I admit that
one piece was bought while I was Premier, on
the recommendation of the Commissioner for
Railways and the Engineer-in-Chief. He said
he could nob carry on business. [The Ps BMIER :
You ure responsible.] That may be. I main-
tain that, unless you tzke the advice of your
Commissioner and your Engineer-in-Chief, if
anything gees wrong you are respounsible.  The
late Engineer-in-Chief (Mr. Staﬁﬂﬁ‘_v) and Mr,
(3ray (the late Commissioner for Railways) said
the land was indispensable. Mr., Leahy was
Minister for Railways at the time, and I am
certain he would not have bought it unless it
was absolutely necessary to do so.  So no Go-
vernment is responsible for that. Then, again,
with regard to buving church land. That was
bought before 1 s Premier, and I say the
Jovernment were justified in buying it. They
were erecting a very large building alongside of
it, and they bad sl the land, practically, from
Queen street up to it. It was, perhaps, the only
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opportunity they would have of buying the land,
and they were justified in buying it at the
tine,

Schnapper-fishing and wine-drinking excursions on the
“ Lueinda 7 and other picnic boats—&£7,176.

The present Groverniment are using the ““Lucinda”’
quite as much as ever ¥ did,

(gown )‘m‘iefs oi Rutledge, and fees to hix legal friends
—&1E 672,

But Sir Arthur Rutledge explained that the
bulk of those fees were received before he was a
Minister as all.  Another item is—

Cost of introdueing into South African goldfields
alien labour. nad ousting the '* Qutlanders ” (British)—
£140,000.

That was the money spent in sending treops to
Sonth Africs. I am rather proud of those troops
having gone, though I had not the honour of
sending the first of them. They were sent by
the late Bir James R. Dickson, and the people
ought to feel proud that he was the first who did
offer troops. I think if the same thing took
place again the present Premier would offer
troops, too. I hope 1t won's take place, but if
the time comes again I am certain that the
majority of Queensluuders will second any effort

made by any Premier in that direction. Then
we come {o—

Worthless  dredges  bought from Lindon Bates—
£180,000.

They were not boughtby my Government, strange
to say, and I am informed that they were the
best dredges we ever had in Queensland. The
mly dredge when I went North that was work-
ing in the Brishane River was the Lindon Bates
dredge, and one of the officers assured me that it
is the best dredge we have in Queensland.
Uaworkahble white-elephant tank engines—£78,964.
I was very corry to see that the Premier, in
Warwick, got very exeited over this item. He
is now Minister for Railways, and if anything is
wanted in the way of engines he has to take the
report of his engineer. If they turn ous bad, 1
would not Fiame him. It may be that in course
of time we shall get something made at the rail-
way worishops, and if some dsy a boiler should
burst aud injure twenty or thirty people
no one will blame him for that. There were
two boilers burst before in Brisbane, and
I am sorrv to sce that the Government bave
back the engineer we bad hefore; he might
burst a few more boilers if he stops there. Now,
whe is to blame for this? {The PrEMER: The
policy of ailowing the rolling-stock to run down
too much.] No. If the man in charge says
distinetly that he must have certain work done,
and that work iz not done, someons must be
blamed. I have never heard that that was the
case in this instance, for I have known thix
man for a long time ; but T believe his policy is
to patch up things, [The PreEMiEk: The board
of inquiry atinched no blawe to him.] You can
never get a proper inquiry. Two boilers burst in
Bri~bave, and T should not wonder if more
buarst, for T am told that instead of thoroughly
vepairing the rolling-stock, 15 is being patched
up, and I think that is penny wise and poand
foolish,  [The Preurzr: The rolling-stock is
heing well looked after.] The roliing-stock was
never Dbetter Iooked ofter, or was never in a
etter cor on than when the preseny Govern-
went ook office. [The Pruyvrrr : 1 say it is
well locked after now.] We are supposed to
have wt Ipswich the best works in Auvstralia for
repairing onr railway rolling-stock, and it should
be done. Then we come to—
Unneeex=avy new Lands Office —£175,065.

I can assure hon. members that long before the
Philp Government existed hon. members on
both sides of the House—both Labour weimnbers
and other members—=ere anxious to get this

Hon. B, Philp.
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building erected. The late member for Too-
wong, Mr. Reid, spoke very foreibly about it, as
also did Mr. McDonnell, the hon. member for the
Valley. We all wanted the new building ; and
as for the present Premier saying that £5,000
or £6,000 for repairs to the present Lands
Office wonld be suflicient, it was ridiculous, for
the old Liands Officc has been there for forty
vears, and it is like a rabbit-warren, and is
tumbling to pleces. We must look ahead,
and surely a building which will laxt 100 years
is not 600 good for the capital-—Brisbane. I do
neot represent Brisbane, And, after all, who got
the money ? The working classes of Brisbane—
eighth-tenths of the money went to them. And
surely the working classes of Brisbane have
stomachs as well as others, and must be fed.
[Mr. W. Hanrrrox : The working classes never
asked for it. It was a sop to Brisbane.] The
peaple in Brisbane find one-fourth of the taxa-
tion, for are not one-fourth of the people of
Queensland living in Brisbane? [The Homg
SECRETARY : No.] Now, I have been astonished
at the Home Secretary, Mr. Airey, {or he has
been engaged in teaching our young ideas to be
truthful, never to swear, and to be thoroughly
honest ; but the hon. gentleman i reported to
have said that every time he passed the new
Lauds Office he cursed the building. [The Homs
SECRETARY : I never said any such thing.| Oh,
then, it must be the old cry of being misre-
ported, for this was stated in the Townsville
Bullctin. [The HoME SECRETARY : Your Tow
ville Bullctin is not very honourable.] Perhaps
it is move honourable than the hon. gentleman.
The hon. gentleman got a full veport. [The
HoME SECRETARY : What? A full report in
such aspace for a two hours’ speech! We all
know what the Zowmswville Bulletin is.] It is
one nf the fairest papers in the State. But,
strange to say, both the papers there go as far
as to sav that the hon. member sald that every
time he passed the Lands Office he cursed it.
Of course, I hope that that is not true, because
such a distinguished teacher of our young should
not be in the habit of swearing at all. Then we
come to-—

Cost of bringing collection of unemployed and desti-
tute immigrants from Durope in 1901-2--£33.000.

But I find that the present Government ave
going in for immigration. [A Government
member: Yes; but on different lines.] [An
honourable member: We want people to come
here as they go to Canada and the United
States.] We can’t compete with Canada or the
United States or the Argentine unless we have
something to offer them in the shape of land,
pracsically for nothing, s they get it i Canada,
or unless the fares are reduced. 1 understaud
that they ave taking these peopie from the
Continent of BEavope to America for £1 10s
[The Prusirg: The difference between the fare
from Londen to Queensland and to Western
Canada is very little.] For iomigrants it is
vory litile.  To Western Capada they pay
their own passage; bub how can we com-
pete for the-e people when you can’t get
them ~ here under £1i or £157 You will
not get the average immigrant to pay that
unless vor wive bhum something in return—
and I say give him land. L o nos think we
are in a position to pay their passages out here,
[The PrEMIER : No.J And then [ Fhmk some-
thing should be done for the pewple here slready
on the land——(hear, hear lj—and in encouraging
cepital to come hers, so s to give plenty of
employment. Unless some extraordinary means
are t-ken at the present thme by the (zovernment
to get pe ple to cowe biere the country will never
be properly opened up. {The HOMESECRETARY :
Grive them a share of the legacy you left.] The
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Home Secretary has not suffered through the
wcsion of the late Governwent. [The Houge
SECRETARY @ I never complained about the late
Government.] You bave. Every time the
Home Secretary gets on a platform the burden of
his song is the wickedness of the Philp Govern-
ment, and that is the burden of the song of all
she Labour party. [The Home SECRETARY :
Don’s you tallk about the wickedness of ours?]

The SPEAXER : Order!

Hon. R. PHILP : Very little. 1t seems that
the most of my sime is being taken up in defend-
ing ourselves against the charge of having robbed
she country of something like £1,000,000, But
most of that money was spent, or authorised to be
spent, before I was head of the Government ; but
as a member of the previous Governments, I am
prepared to take my share of the responsibility.
But when anything good that the previous
Governments did 1s referred to, it is always
Nelson, Byrnes, or Dickson, who did it. Now,
I was the Treasurer for Nelson, Byrnes, and
Irickson, and I do not care what Government is
in—otfice;—they—will-not -show —better—balance-
sheets than we did under the circumstances,
{The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: People have made
wllowances for yon. Kvery time I have spoken
L have done so.] I confess that I have not read
the Attorney-Gteneral’s speeches, but we find
an old friend of the late (Government mak-
ing one of his best speeches on my behalf
in 19021 refer to the Premier—and then in

1804, it appears that the speech of 1902
was all wrong. Was the hon. gentleman

right in 1902, or in 1904? [The PREMIER :
I do not think that is fair.] I think it is.
We had a large deficit in 1902, and we had the
drought, the Seaforth Istate, and the tank
=ngines_to fight, and we fought them success-
fully. We were aided in that fight by the
present Premier, who, in graphic language, said
the condition of the finances was due on the one
hand to the act of God, and on the other to the
will of the people. But the hon. gentleman
does not say that now. He lays the whole
blame on the late GGovernment. The hon.
gentleman taiks about our having to pay
£1,500,000 per annum in interess. Of course
we are paying that sum, and the Prender is just
as much responsible for that as I am. [An
honourable member: No.] Ves, just as much
vesponsible for that as T am ; every member who
was in the House at that particular time is respon-
sible.  The Government spent no money without
tirst obtaining the sanction of the House to that
expenditure. Inever knew the Hon. the Premier
to vote against any money sheing expended,
sxcept  once. When ths hon. gentleman
came into this House he had a railway in his
pocket, This House passed that railway, but
the other House did not. Then the little line
called the Croydon Railway was brought for-
ward, and because his line was not passed the
Premier voted against that rail The
PrExigR: Ob, no!]l Oh, yes: that wus the
reason the hon gentleman voted against the
{Uroydon line.  Another discovery I bave made
i« that the hon. gentleman, when he first came
into the House, voted for the land tax proposed
by Sir Samuel Griffith, and I voted against it ;
and the hon. gentleman voted for it blindfold,
not even giving a reason for his vote.  Possibly
i et that he once voted for a land tax may
make hit aceeptable to the Labour party; buv
I think that when wen sin together one should
not upbraid the other as the hon. gentleman has
done, Then, another statement circulated
WS

Ninety-seven new billets created for friends of the
s eontinnons U Govermment during tesn year: E
ranging from £300 to £3,000—total annually, £47,000.
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There is no friend of mine, not one, cccupying
any position in the wservice. We curtainly
engaged Dr. Maxwell at £3,000 per annuw for
three years, and the present (Government have
extended bis engagement for three years longer.
Another way in which it iz =aid the Philp Go-
vermnent robbed the country was in procuring

Twenty patent new hopper coal wagors—made
abroad at cost of £400 each, could have been made
here at £75 each : total —£8,000.

Is it a nice thing for any party to circulate such
statements, and state that in those ways the
Philp Government robbed the country ? [Mr.
MurpHY: Where was that printed?] 1t came
either from the Worker ov from Zruth, acd was
circulated in Townsville. Two Labour candi-
dates stood against us, but we did not abuse one
another, and when the contest was over we
shook hands. Those candidates stated that if
they were appointed as Ministers they would not
do as Philp did, but that they would go back to
their constituents and get their consent before
they accepted office. (Langhter.) Isincerely hope
that the Hon. the Premier, with his big majority,
will rise to the occasion—that he will rise above
party considerations—and try to make this
country progress as it ought to progress. Any
measure which we on this side think is for
the good of all will get our hearty support,
but we shall oppose any class legislation of
any sort. The Premier has now an opportunity
which few men in Australia have ever had, and
T hope he will grasp it and not be frightened by
this or that man. XLet him steadfastly keep m
view the good of the people in the State, the
opening up of our resocurces, and the progress of
Queensland.  He knows the foolish fads of some
of his feilowers, one of which is that all railways
should be owned and worked by the Government.
There is no wan who has put a shilling into
private railway construction in this Srate but has
regretted it afterwards. 'What has made Canada
progress? Nothing but the building of a line of
railway from east to west; and they are now
building another line from east to west. In
Canada the Government gave a large money
grant, and « very large land graut, to private
persons in order to get the Canadian Pacific
Railway built, and that line has been the making
of the country. They had a surplus last year
of £2,500,000. In the United States, with its
80,000,000 of people, the railways are owned and
worked by companies, not by the Government,
and those companies have practically made the
United States of .America what they are to-day.
[Mr, Hamizrox: What about the Cloncurry
syndicate? Why did they not build their line ?]
When the proposal of that company fivst came
before the House copper was £70 per ton. But
at that time, owing to the Treasurer’s objection
and his bringing forward the YWithers-Daniels
case, I would not go on with the Bill. When
the Bill was afterwards passed, she price of
copper had fallen to £30 per tov, and that was
the reason the line was not built. There was
another lins which was not built. The hon.
member for Port Curtis, Mr. Herbertson, was
one of the concessioners in that c and very
likely the veason why the line was not built was
because of the speeches, the dastardly speeches
in some caxes, made in this House. Mr. Moffas,
than whom there is no better mining waun, no
truer gentleman, in Queensland, was black-
guarded in this House because of his connection
with a syndicate which proposed to build a rail-
way. [Mr. Maxwrern: No.] If hon. members
will turn up a speech made by Senator Stewart
when the Bill was golug througb, they will find
that he called Mr., Moffat everything but a
gentleman. [Mr. MaXWELL : Every man who
knows Mr. Noffat agrees that he is one of the
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best employers of labour in Norsh (jueensland.]
Let the hon. member rerd what Mr. Stewart
said ; he specially nanied Mr. Moffat. I do
not wonder that men who are aunxious to
help the country as well as themselves draw back
when they are called such names as “*robbers
of their country.” I am glad that the Pre-
mier has got the Labour party to consent to
offers being received from ‘*‘Individuals and
corporations.” [Mr., ®Wauinroy : On the same
terms as Cloncurry ?] I think he will have to
give better terms than we were giving to the
Cloncurry Company. At all events, let it be
known publicly what these generons terms are
on which the (Government are willing to accept
offers. T would try myself to get a syndicate to
build a few railways. (Government laughter.)
I would not wote for anything of that soptif I
was an interested party, but I believe it would
be a good thing for the country if certain lines
were built by private cnterprise. I can con-
scientiously say that I have never had a single
shilling invested in any line. If the Govern-
ment are not prepared to build railways them-
selven, if they are not prepared to sell land
or borrow money for that purpose, then
they ought to allow other persons to step in
and build raileays with their own money.
I am very glad to see that it is intended to bring
in a Bill to amend the Mining Act.

[7 pm.] T remember how, in 1898, I tried to
get the Mining Bill through—sitting
night and day sometimes. I tried to liberalise
the conditions, but I was blocked, as far as they
were able to bluck me, by inining members
who sat opposite to me. Since then they have
had some experience, however. The hon. mew-
her for Burke, for instance, has felt the pinch,
and I know the Central members have also felt
the pinch in regard to wining for coal. I was
going to table a Bill last year to liberalise the
conditions, and I hope the present Secretary for
Mines will carry it out. Mining is not too good
at present in Queensland. The big goldfields—
Charters Towers and Gympie—are not quite so
flourishing as we would all like to see them, and
anything that can be done to liberalise the present
mining law and induce people to come here and
sink deeper shafts and prospect for more minerals,
will be a very good thing for the State. Nobody
would benefit more than the working miners, as
more work would be given. Certainly, if a rail-
way is built to Georgetown it will be a good
thing ; but, beyond that, inducements should be
given to anybody who is prepared to spend money
in sinking deep shafts, 1 understand that at
Charters Towers now a company is prepared to
sink a deep shaft if they get more ground. [Mr.
DunsrorD : They are a bit too greedy.] Perhaps
they are ; but two years ago I passed an Act to
give some Gympie and Glasgow speculators a
larger holding if they would sink a shaft 4,000
feet deep, and, unfortunately, they did not go on
with it. Bus I understand that at Charters
Towers the Day Dawn Block Company are pre-
pared to sink a deep shaft if they can get alarger
area than the present mining law will give them.
{Mr. DuxsrorD @ You did not hear anything of
shat complaint when they were putting their
Tramway Bill through.] That is the reason
they give now. Theland ix idle, and isnot worth
1s. an acre, but they ars prepared to pay £1
per annum for 100 acres, and put down a shaft
which will cost a very large sum of money. By
all means encouragement should be given them.
At Gympie they have already sunk a shaft over
3,000 feet with very poor results. [Mr. Duns-
FORD : It would have been a very bad thing for
Charters Towers if they had all been 50-acre
leases.] That waz when the field was first
discovered, but it has been worked for over
thirty years, and we know where all the shallow
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ground is. It has been worked ocut—no one
1s working that ground now. In other coun-
tries, after a man has spent u cevtain sam
of money, thay give him a freebold.  That
is done in _America, which is & far higger
mining country than Australia. We talk about
our great natural resources, bat what is the use
of them if they are allowed to lie dormant? It
is only by offering liberal conditions such ss are
oftered in other countries that they can b made
available, In Canada, when a man has spent «
certain sam of money, he gets a freehnid title,
[The TREASGRER: You have got a great deal o7
information Iately.] I remember, when I was
in charge of the Mining Bill, the hon. gentle-
man wanted to get about 50 per cent. of
<he gold from one mine, [The TREASURER:
A very good proposal.] It might have been
a good thing for the hon. gentleman, but
it would have been a very bad thing for
Queensland, as it wounld have stopped mining
enterprise altogether if the State had collared
half the gold. [The TreastreEr: We wanted
to get a share of the profits.] A very large
share of the profits. The hon. gentleman did
not propose to share the losses, and they are
very considerable in mining. However, now
that the hon. gentleman has a big majority
behind bim he can do anyuhing he likes. T hop=
he will make the conditions more liberal—sc
liberal as to induce people to come here an:l
open up some of our dormaut fields. We have
i+1ds which have far fewer people on them now
than they had twenty years ago. There is some
reason for that. ither the fields are no good,
or else the conditions are so adamant that people
will not tackle the fields. [Mr. MAXWELL:
They would sooner pay a royalty on gold now.}
Those who are getting gold wonld, but some-
times they get nothing at all. [Mr. MAXWELL :
It would be better for the fellow who gets
nothing.] The mining industry is one of the big
industries of Queensland, and we want to see it
prosperous. It is not prosperous at present. On
fields like Charters Towers and Gympie there are
lots of young men growing up, and they are not get-
ting much work. Lately the wolfram discoveries
have been a godsend to some of them, but w
want some of the bigger fields opened up. The
FEtheridge is the largest goldfield we have in
Queensland, but it will never be of any use to
the State until it gets means of communica-
tion. T tried to pass a railway from Croydon to
Georgetown, and got it through this House
twice, but the Upper House did not see fit to
pass it. Thereis another matter T would alsn like
to enlarge upon if I had more time, but I have
trespassed too lang already. The Treasurer is
very anxious to have a credit balance at the
end of the year, and he is also anxious to meet
the debentures that fall due ten years ahead.
Well, T would advise him to bring in a Bill
authorising him to sell a large quantity of land.
putting it into the hauds of the Land Cours
to fix the value of the land. Then let him
earmark a portion of the proceeds for the
retirement of the debentures, another portion
going into revenue. [The TREasURER: We
might do as well with that as we do with the
rents.] I think the Land Court put « very fair
value upon some of the lands now. I know the
Secretary for Lands has thousands of square
miles of conmtry which he would like to lease for
5s. a mile. but no’one is coming forward to take
it up. [Mr. HawmrroN : There is not much at
5s. s mile] T don’t know. In some distrigts
there are at present thousands of square mile»
open that no one will take up. Of course there
is no stock in thecountry toput on. At onetinie
we had 20,000,000 sheep in Queensland, and now
we have only about 7,000,000 ; then we used to
have 7,000,000 cattle, and now we hsve only
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about 2,500,000. T know a number of men who
have abandoned stations in the Gulf country—
seme of thecattlebeingbroughtdown here —while
some of them are leaving Queenslend altogether.
It would be a very wise thing to try and induce
she people now holding these rans to make them
ireehold, or to give them such a lease as will
enable them to watisfactorily carry on their
business.  [Mr, Hadinros: They growl now,
and yeb they have forty-year leases.] But if
you part with the land altogether then, o far as
she Crown is concerned, there iz an end to it
The divisional boswrds will tax it sufficiently.
Besidzg, people will not buy land to look at it.
Thev will buy it if they can dn gnod to them-
selve: with it, and for every 1,000,000 rcres we
sell £1,000,000, I venture to say, will be spent
upon improvemenis,  Would that not be a good
thing for the State? [Mr. Hayinrox : That has
not been the experience of the passt.] It has
been the experience of other countries, (o &0
Canada and the Argentine Republic. In the
Argentine they have two and a-half times as
much land under cultivation that we have,
simply because the land is freehold. You donot
axpect people to put expensive improvements on
leasehold. You do not see anyone but China-
msn who cultivate leasehold.” We want to
see our own people here, and not Chinamen,
and we want to give them a decens show. [ M.
HauiroN: Why did you not give them ashow?]
[Mr. Manxy: You promised us Chinamen at
Cairns.] If Mr. Givens’ idea had been carried
out, a few mean whites would have got the land
and leased it to Chinamen. Let us give the
same opportunities to our own people as are
now given by other countries. We have tried
leasing for some time, but in other countries
they have sold land and made much more
marked advances. In New Zealand more than
half the land is already sold. Only one-third
of it is left in the hands of the Government
and the natives. {Mr. TUrNER : They have a land
tax there.] When we have sold our land I will
vote for a land tax, too, but we have 420,000,000
acres of land, and it would be madness to
depreciate it by imposing a land tax upon it.
The divisional boards tax the land enough, and
it isa fair thing to leave the taxation in the
hands of the divisional boards. It istaxed for
local purposes, and the money obtained is spent
iocally, but if there is a land tax brought in by
the Treasurer the money will not be spent
where it is raised. He will use it in cutting
down prickly pear in the Dalby district, or in
clearing useless land near Rockhampton, or land
near Warwick, which I understand is not
worth the money spent upon it. There is
some good land at Wondai which has been
cleared, and which there was no oceasion to
clear. I believe it would have been taken up
readily without clearing, and I do not think the
Minister will get much more for it now that
it is cleared than if it had not been cleared.
[The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : That is
not the opinion of the people of the district.]
That may be so, but wait until the land is
opened. The land is announced as being open
for selection, but one requires a microscope to
see the advertisements. Now, if there is 2 lot
of good land open, it should be advertised in all
the States. [The SEORETARY FOR PunLic LaNDs:
The Wondai land will go off very well] It
wonld go off better if it were well advertised.
There is not one-tenth part of our own people
who know that it is open. [The SRCRETARY
por PusLic Laxns: I have done more ad-
vertising than my predecessor.] The hon.
gentleman might have done. hut even then
he might not have beer right. We are opening
ap land for the Moravians who are coming
here,  Why not open it to the people of all
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Australia? Les the peopls from Victoria and
New South Walss come here. We might get
plenty of them if we went about it the right wey,
{The SpcrETaRY ror Pusric Laxps: T have
advertised in New South Wales] Not that
land. There are only about 2 inches of adver-
tising matter in the local Press.  Let the Minister
look at the way in which the Colinton land was
advertised. That was a worlk of art, [The
SEORETARY FOR PuUnLio LasDs @ It did not all go
off.] A great deal of it did. About £70,000
worth was sold, and the State could advertise
just in the same way. I hope the Minister, who
T believe is anxious to see land settlement, will
spend more money in sdveriisivg. ¥ know the
"Treasurer is anxious about the finances, and I
hope he will pat on his considering cap and
think what a good thing it would be if,
when the debentures are falling due, he
had a few millions of woney with which #o
redeem then, and not be in the position of the
Government of Victoria, which had to go cap in
hand to the London imoney-lenders, and get
moncy at any price they cared to charge. That
is not a good thing for the State. Now we have
eleven or twelve years before us in which to
meet our debentures, and we have the land.
We want to get it settled, and at the same time
get something out of it, and I belisve selling it
is the only way in which the Government of
Queensland will get the most out of this asset.
There is just one other matter 1 would like to
touch upon. I do not think it would be right to
sit down without referring to the loss we have
sustained by the defeat of some of the members
of this House. Personally, I regret the loss of the
late member for Mackay, Mr. Dalrymple, more
thanany man whosatonthisside. Hewasagreat
personal friend of mine, and, though I sayit, T
think he was the ablest manindebate who was ever
in this Chamber. The hon. member for Mackay,
Mr. Fudge, ought to feel very proud that he was
able to oust such an able man, and I hope he will
be able to take his place. I am afraid the House
and the country will feel the loss of Mr. Dal-
rymple very much. We have also lost Sir
Arthur Rutledge, onesof the oldest members of
the House. I am scrry to say he was defeated
by a man who will not be able to take his place
in this House. Then, again, Mr. Foxton, the
Jate member for Carnarvon, was also defeated.
[Mr. Kerr: He was independent.] I hope we
are all independent. At all events, the members
who sit on this side are. Mr, Foxton gave
twenty years of his life to the service of the
country in this House—perhaps move. I think
everyone will admit that he was a very able
men, a very conscientious man, and a splendid
administrator. [Honourable members: Hear,
hear!] Then we have lost Mr. McMaster—one
of the old Ironsides, he was once termed. He
was a good man, and I regret very much that he
is out of the Honse. Then we had Mr. Story,
one of the straightest men who ever sat in
Parliament, and a very able and capable man.
When he got up to speak everyoue listened with
pleasure to him, The House is the poorer for
his not being here. We have lost Mr. T. B,
Cribb also. T think Tpswich, for having rejected
him, cught to go in sackcloth and ashes. If
ever s man worked unselfishly for a place,
and worked hard, My, Cribb was that man.
However, it seems to me that electors have a
wonderfuily short memory, and that the more a
man does for his constituents the more they turn
round and rend him. [Mr. KERr: What about
the late member for Cook ?] The late member
for Cook made a very good fight for Gympie,
He managed to get 1,000 people to vote for
him ; and it is unfortunate that more goldfields
are not represented by such a man. The result
is that we on this side are now only seventeen
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ail told ; but I admit the quality is unexception-
able. If the quality on the other side iy as guod
we shall have a splendid House. [A (Govern-
ment member: Itisasplendid House. | Seriously,
I think it is a pity, and T deeply vegret that
men who have spent half their lives probably
in the service of the country should have to
go out as these men have gone out. I was
in hopes the Premier would have made some of
them members of the Upper House. He is nos
particular as to number, and he might appoint
three or four more. I understand that one or
two more are to be nominated. [The PREMIER:
No.] AllIcansay is that some of those men
who bave been defeated would be far superior
to the last batch of nominees. [Mr. Cowar:
Was not that the fault of the electors?] I
do not say it was not. Some of them did not
stand for Mr. Morgan. [Mr. Cowar: If they
had they might have lost their deposit.] He
must have been a very poor man if he could not
have defeated the hon. member for ¥itzroy, who
reminds me of a story I heard the other day of
alady who told her friends that her little son
had made two chairs and a table out of his own
head, and there was enough timber left to make
half a dozen more.

The PREMIER (Hon. A. Morgan, Warwick):
I should like to offer my congratulations to the
hon. members who moved and seconded the
acoption of the Address in Reply to the
Governor’s Opening Speech. It is the usual
practice to offer congratulations to the members
who discharge that duty, but I can say, with all
sincerity on the present occasion, that the con-
gratulations are thoroughly well deserved. I
have heard many members proposing and second-
ing the niotion for the Address in Reply in this
Coamber, but I do not recollect any occasion
on which, in my judgment, the duty was so
thoroughly well done as it was yesterday ; and
I think both the hon. member for South Bris-
bane, Mr. Bouchard, and the hon. member for
Musgrave, Mur. Nielson, are entitled to the con-
gratulations which the hon. gentleman opposite
has offered to them, and which { am very happy
to have an opportunity of endorsing. I might
also say that the House is to be congratulated
at the tone of the speech which has just been
delivered by the hon. member who leads the
Opposition. Tha$ speech, and those delivered
vesterday, were such as I hope will characterise
thedebates throughout the session now beginning ;
and if that should be the case I am sure when
we arrive at the conclusion of our labours we
shall have arecord to show of gnod work well done.
(Hear, hear!) I would like also to say, before T
proceed to follow the speech the hon. gentleman
has delivered in criticism of the Government
policy, that I, too, share the regret he feels
that a number of faces once well known in
this Chamber are no longer with ue, It is
one of the vesults of a general clection that
is to be regretted, that men who have worked
hard and earnestly for what they believed o be
the best interests of the country should be given
the unhappy despateh. Tt is a poor requital for
long yesrs of service; and, although 1 did not
agree with some of the gentlemen who were
defeated at the recent election, I share in all
sincerity the regret expressed by the leader of
the Opposition that some of those to whoni he has
made reference are no longer with us. However,
that is the fortune of war, and we must all be
prepared to take the risk, at a general election, of
sharing the fate which some of those who were
with us a few months ago have met, There is
another figure missing from thiz Chamber to
whom, I think, it is well T should make allusion.
Ispeak not only for Ministers but for members
on this side, and T hope for the House generally,
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when 1 say we deaply regret that the late junior
member for Toowoomba should not have lived to
be with us now, He was a member who was a
faithful and devoted servant of his constituency,
and not only of his constituency but to the dis-
trict in which his counstituency is situated, and,
indeed, of the whole State. He was a man who
had done good service not only for the Darling
Downs but for the rest of Queensland, and I
take this opportunity of expressing my regres,
and of tendering to his family, to his colleague, and
to his constituency, the regret I myself personally
feel-—and which is shared by my colleagues and
supporters—at Mr, Fogarty’s untimely death.
The hon. gentleman who leads the Opposition
opened his speech by saying that the Speech
delivered by his Excellency the Governor at the
opening of this session of Parliament yesterday
contained nothing., [Hon. R. PHirp: Nothing
new.] That is not the phrase the hon. gentle-
man used. ‘‘There is nothing in the Speech”
was the statement the hon. gentleman made. If
he had said ““ nothing new,” the criticism would
have been justified, because there is nothing new
in the Speech. The Speech is a small edition of
the Speech delivered to the late Parliament
in May last, and it has only been condensed
because Ministers recognise that in the time at
our disposal, if we are to close the business of
the House before Christmas, as I hope we will
do, it is not likely we shall be able to overtake
much more work than is outlined in the Opening
Speech. I hope, however, that it may be
possible—and, indeed, [ am confident it will be
possible—not only to pass the Bills cutlined in
the Speech, but some others that ave quite as
necessary and ought to be passed if Parliament
is to do its duty. Of course it will be well
understood that there is not any justification for
long speeches in discussing the Opening Speech
delivered by His Excellency yesterday, since all
the subjects referred to therein were discussed at
very great length, as the lsader of the Oppusi-
tion has pointed out, eight weeks ago; and it
would be simply repeating what was then said
were we to continue the discussion to an undue
length. I hope the debate on the Address in
Reply will not be unduly protracted, but that we
shall be able to get, as quickly as possible, tothe
main business of the present session—that is, the
financial measures which we are bound to sub-
mit to the House, and which we hope to have
an opportunity of submitting very shorily.
‘When the financial proposals of the Govern-
ment are disclosed to the House they will offer
a better opportunity for discussion than is
atforded by she Opening Speech, which after all
is simply a speech of a formal

[7.80 p.n.] nature. Now, the leader of the

Opposition, whom I propose o

follow-—not at great length, I hope—particularly
regretted that the Speech madeno reference to the
question of a referendwmin—a referendum, as I
understood him to mean, on the subject of the
reduction of members of this House. [Hon. B.
Parry : There is no reference to it.] He chided us
with having made a proposal in May last, and for
now being silent on the subject. Well, Six, the
altered circumstances are in themseclves an ample
explanation of the silence now observed
on this subject, which was one of pressing
importance then. We proposed at that time to
remit this matter to the electers for their
decision, and we were anxious to do it as early ac
possible in order that the appeal to the vlectors
might be made sufficiently early to admnit of effect
being given to the decision in anticipation of the
clections which would have taken place in the
ordinary course in March next. The Government
proposed, but hon. gentlemen opposite disposed
otherwise, They, with the assistance of a
number of gentlemen then sitting on this side of
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the Chamber, who are now absent, succeeded in
defeating our general proposals—or, at any rate,
in delaying them—and bringing about an appeal
to the electors which has resulted in the altered
state of parties which we now see in this House.
Now, there has been a general election sinca
last May, Parliament is just back from the
people, and it would be the height of folly
for a Parliament just returned from the people
%o bring down a measnre the passage of which
would be an act of political suicide. We do not
propose to do anything of the kind., We are
back from the people with 2 manda'e from the
peovle.  We propose to do our best in sccordance
with the will of the peaple as expressed at the
elections. The poople certainly did not give us
any mundate to come here and pass « Bill for a
referendum which micht have the effect of dis-
solving this Parlinment within the next nine
months,  [Mr. Forsyra: Not necessarily.]
[Mr. MaxweLn: Where is the hurry for it?]
If Parliament passes a measure which in effect
declares that it no longer represents the people,
ther it is the duty of that Parliament to get to
the peopls st the earliest possible moment.
That is well understood, and if we passed a
Bill and took a referendum of the people which
resulted] in a decision by the people that the ¢on-
stituencies shonld ba altered as to their boun-
dariesand reducad as totheir repressmtation, then
it would be the dutw of this Parliament to go back
to the people at the warliest possible moment.
{ My, ¥orRsyTH : Nonseuse! It should have been
done at the general election, and you know it.
You had no mandate from the people Inss year. ]
That is why the Governor’s Speech contains no
veference to the Referendum Bill. [Mr, For-
SYTH : A very poor apology.] Will you allow
me to say it is no apology ab all, and is not
mtended as an apnlogy? [Government mem-
bers: Hear, hear!] It is an explanation of a
simple fact; und as for the contention that has
been set up—that wus set up here in the last
session of the last Parliament—that a roduction
of members of this House is demanded by the
penple, what evidenee do we find in confirmation
of that in the position of parties in this House as
now copstitinted?  Abanlutel [Govern-
ment members: Hear, hear!] I went throngh
the election, and had an_opportunity of judging
of the feelings of the people, and only
on one oceasion did I hear a question
put to a candidate even remotely approaching
the question. [Hon. R. PuiLe: Perbaps that
was in your own electorate?] No, but 1 am not
alluding to my own electorate ; T am alluding to
other electorates in which I had the opportunity
of meeting the electors, and in only one did T
hear the question raised in any way, and that
was raised by an elector who, I faney, was
prompied by the opposing candidate. [Hon. R.
Prire: You said yourself that you believed in
a reduction.] [Mr. Forsyri : Was the question
raised last year or any orher year?] Whether it
was raised before the flood or since the Aood—
(langhter)—is of little moment if it were not
confirmed at the elecrion from which we
have just returned. We have got our man-
date from the people who polled on the
27th of last month., [Mr. MacawInzy: A
namber of hon. members were pledged to it.]
We have got our mandate from the electors who
recorded their votes on the 27th of last month.
[Mr. ForsyTH : Not with regard to that matter, ]
I want hon. gentlemen opposite to understand
shat I am not in any way attempting to shirk
my responsibility in connection with the matter,
I 2#m endeavouring to answer now the opinion
expressed that this question should have been
referred to the constituencies. The hon. nem-
ber for Carpentaria, who doubtingly shakes bis
head at me—[Mr. Forsyra: Well I might.
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We were told one thing last year; now we arve
told the opposite. |[—must be perfectly well
aware of the fact that the condition of the
House itself is the very best answer to the
statement that there is = burnicg desire on the
part of the covstituencies for the wholesale
reduction whick we bave heard advocated by
hon. gentlemen opposite, {Mr., FORSYTH : Wss
there a burning desive last year?] I do not wish
the hon. gertleman to misunderstand me. Iam
in no way desirous of departing from the view T
have expressed on this snbject either in this
House or in the manifesto I addressed to the
electors, or In the speeches I delivered during the
contest. T wn only answering the statements
that we so frequently heard in this House last
ression, snd repeated now by the hon. gentleman
2t the head of the Opposition, that there is a
burning and overweening desire on the part of
the people for a wholesale reduction in the
membership of this House. That has not been
in any wav endorsed by the constituencies,
[Mr. P.J. Leady : It was not put before them, |
I stated in my speeches in this House and in the
country that I was prepared to remit this
matter to the electors, and I am prepared to
give effect to thai promise at the right moment.
[Governient members: Hear, hear!] [Mr.
ForsyTH: At the right momens?] Yes, at the
right moment. My, Formyrr: Can you tell us
when that i As to when that moment will be
T am not prepared to allow that matter to remain
for the decision of the hon. member who represents
Carpentaria. [(Governmentmembers: Hear, hear!]
I propose to do it ab the right mement, and that
will be a momens which will periit the electors
to come to a decision on the subject in time to
admit of effect being given to their desire, if
necessary, on the occasion of the next appeal to
the country. {Hon, R. Pgiur: You said thas
before.] Yes, and T repeat it now. [Mr.
MACARTNEY : You are doing what you are told.]
The hon. member is gnite wrong. I am not
doing what I am told, w»nd I am not in the least
likely to do what the hon. member tells me to
do. [Government members: Hear, hear !] [Hon.
R. Purce: Should not all this come together
with electoral veform Y] We are going to make
the programme for this session, and I trusta pro-
gramme for this Parliament. I am prepared to
hear the criticisms of the hon. member for
Toowong on the Spesch and give due weight to
them ; but I will vot allow the hon. miember or
any other hon.member opposite to dictate to us
the order in which we wiil present our business
to this Houwe. [Government members : Hear,
hear {1 [Hon. B. PaILP: { don’t wish to do so, ]
{ know the hon. membir d .es not wish to do so,
ut I say that there is no justification for Lring-
ing the measases in in the order he has sug-
gested. We shall submit the meuasures to the
House in their proper order, and I hope to secure
their passage on to the statute-book. At any
rate, we intend to make a sincere effort to
that end, and that is much more than the

hon. mmber for Toowong ecan  congratu-
late himself on having done with 1egard

to electoral reform. [Mr. MacARTNEY: You
will hear what I have to xsy about this ater on.]
Now, hon. members opposite are very anxious to
know what these severs! promised Bills mean—
what the Income Tax Ac Amendment Bill
means, and what the Sramp Act Amendment
Bill means; it is perfectly natural that they
should want to know this, and they will know
all in good time. I am not preparved to outline
in any detailed way the several Bills promised
in the Speech. This is not the time for voing
that, as hon, members know. The hon. gentle-
man who leads the Opposition, and other hon.
mermbers also, know that so far as the Income
Tax Act Amendment Bill is concerned, its

Hon. 4. Morgan.]
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provisions are, to some extent, outlined in the
Speech itself. We have told the House that
we propose to re-enact the Tucome Tax Act, and
make exemptions with regard to incomes below
£100. [Hon. E. B. FormEsT: That is perfectly
clpar.] [Mr. FoORSYTH : What else?] The rest
of the good things the Bill contains I must ask
the hun member to wait for. (Laughter.) I
hope that this Bill will be before the Hoase 1na
very short time, and I am guite sure that we may
caleulate on the hearty support of the hon,
member vpposite who represents the hlae-ribbon
constituency of the State when the Bill comes
on, [Hon. E. B. Forrest: I don’t think so.]
I hope the strong common sense of the hon.
member will lead biin to support the Bill with
this exemption. The hon. gentlewun who leads
the Opposition alvo exprewsed the opinicn that,
instead of levying the income tax again, we should
adopt the policy suggested to the wm-lw by his
late leader, Sir Arthur Rutledgs — that the
Income Tax Act should be repealed. and thai
the amount of revenue which it is and has
been bringing in should be drawn from sales
of Crown lands. But the hon. gentlemsn advo-
cated something more than that; in other words,
he advocated selling our Jands at just what
they would command in the open market
—{Hon., B. Puirp: Yes.]—whether 1s., s.,
or 3s., it was all the same, and also with
the guarantee that the purchasers should be
exempt from taxation for twenty years. [Hon.
R. PmiLr: Hxempt from land tax] Now,
I object to the money received from such
sales of Crown lands being treated as revenue.
[{Hon. R. PHILP: You may have to do that.]
Yes, we may ; but it is not a sound principle.
T am prepared to strongly advoeate the policy of
selling land, but I think the proceeds should be
treated as capital and devoted to the construction
of development works—works that wiil improve
the value of the land left in the hands of the
State. [Hon. R. PriLe : Taking up debentures
is practically the same thing.] If debentures are
taken up, money would have to be borrowed for
new works, so that it ix six of one and half a
dozen of the other-—the principle is not
affected. T would also provide a guarantee that
the State should demand some share of the
increment of value. With these provisions I
would not hesitate to s=ll land much more
freely than it has been sold in the past. I
would do that at even a lower minimum than
10 per acre : and with these stipulations I think
no party in this House would have the slightest
objection to the alienation of Crown landsin
larger areas than has been the practice for many
years past. I think the policy T have enunciated
in this respect is a sound one, and I would have
no hesitation in sabmitting it and of justify-
ing it to the House and the country. These
remarks I desire to offer the non. gentle-
man thh regard to his criticism with respect
to the income tax and selling of land pro-
posals. Then we are not going to have the
exemption confined to married men; we are
going to exempt all people— whether married or
smgle men or married or single women—whose
incomes do not exceed £100.  We are nobt going
to differentiate at all. We are going to follow
the common sense which hax been displayed in
all Income Tax Acts throughout the civilised
world. Weare not going to make exemptions
o married men in the way that a so-called
liberal franchise was offered to married men
by hon. members opposite when in power.
They would give a liberal franchise, provided
vou submitted to conditions, but tbey knew per-
fectly well that the House would never submit
to those conditions. We are not going to attach
any conditions either to the Hranchise Bill or
to the income tax exemption. The hon. gentle-
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man expressed the opinion that the Queensland
Nautional Bank Agreement Act Amendment Bill
would afford vary little relief to the Treasury.
It will supply the Treasurer with an additional
£86,000 of loan money per anpum. [Hon. R.
PHinp : He is getting £50,000 a year now.] He
is not; the hon. gentleman is wrong. [Hon.
¥. B. Forrest: They had £50,000 a year.]
Ah'! they had £50,000 = year ; but the Govern-
ment get that no longer. The leader of the
Opposition must remember that it is twelve
months since he was at the Treasury, and that
things have happened since then. One of the
things which has 1mppmu d is that an intima-
tion has been received to the effect that the pay-
ments which were made up to the time the
hon, member was at the hea.d of affairs are no
longer to continue. Those payments swere purely
voluntary, and there was no power under the
law to comp-1 che bank to make thase payments,
[Mr. ¥orsyrH : There is no power to compsel
them to pay £86,000 a year.| No; but there
will be under the law as we propose 1o swmend if,
and the bank will then have to pay £86,000 s
year from the locked-up deposits. We are of
the opinion that the proposal now made is a
good one, and we intend to bring it down to the
House and back it. I think the House will
recognise that it is one which may safely be
adopted in the interest of the country and the
interest of the bank. [Mr. FORSYTH : itappears
to be a general proposal.] We need not discuss
1t in detail now. I believe the adoption of
the proposal will be advantageous to the
country and to the bank. It will give the
Treasurer £86,000 of loan money per annummore
than he is hke’y to bave otherwise. Tie hon.
gentleman at the head of the Opposition said
that would be a very small sum with which
to carry on a poliey of public works. That is so.
But that sum must be added to the available
money now standing to the credit of the loan
fund account. The money now available, with
this £86,000 which weshall get from the {jueens-
land Natioual Bank, will enable us to expend
during she next three years a sum of £350,000
per annum. [Hon, R. Puitp: I do nos be Leve
you will have that amount.] That is the amount
we shall have in round figures. [Hon., R.
Paitr: Local authorisies could borrow all that.]
No doubt they could, and a great deal more.
That will give us £330,000 per annum during
the next three years, and with that I hope
the country will decide to be content. [Hon.
¥. B. ¥ormest: Instead of £1,000, 000 per
annum ?] Yes. By comparison with the ex-
penditure that has been going on iu recent years
it will be a small sum, but it is quite as much

as the country can afford, [Government
members: Hear, hear!] [Hon. R. Prmrp:
You supported a Government which was

spending £2,000,000 a year once.] Well, some
of us had no choice ‘in that matter. [Mr.
BarNes: You justified it.] The hon. member
for Bulimba says I justitied it. [Hon. E. B,
Forrest: The best justification that has been
made of it.] I have had the Warwick speech of
1902 quoted a good many times. As a mutber
of fuct, the country cannot afford to go on spend-
ing loan money at the rvate of £1,000,000 a year.
Hon. members opposite have pla,ced us in the
position that probably if we wanted to spend
£1,000,000 a year we would be unable to do so,
for the very substantial reason that we would
not be able to get the money. We have no
intention of attempting to get the money. We
think that a restricted loan expenditure is
a justifiable policy, and that is the policy
we propose to endeavour to carry out as
long as we remain on these benches. The
leader of the Opposition said that my colleague,
the Secretary for Liands, and myself promised
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vailways which would absorb much more money
than we are likely to get from the Queensland
National Bank, and he based his statement on a
rnewspaper report of something 1 said at Gray-
saare. . L ean only say that if he had no more
xnbstantml authority than the newspap:r para-
Y;aym\ which wers appearing in reference to
tGovernment candidates and Ministers in certain
papers during the heat of the election, then his
authority i¥ a very poor one indeed. [Govern-
went mambers : Hear, hear!] |Hon. E. B.
ForREST : A Warwick paper.] Such a state-
ment did not appearin a Warwick paper. [Hon.
E. B. Forrest: The Warwick Adrgus . it is on
the table.] The hon. gentieman will not find any
such statement in the Warvirh drous. [Hon.
R. Pamwep: 1did not quote from hix paper.]
No, the hon. geantleman did not quote from
it ; but no watter where the hon, membw finds
the statement it is quite incorrect. I can
claim bhere in this House that I went through
the election without having made any pro-
W= to any constituency of a railway or any
othier sub-tantial gift that would have the
slightest e¢ffcct in influencing the vote in thut
on~f1tu€n(y [Me, Macarryey: You said
more than that.] The hon. member is inter-
jecting without any knowledge of the facts, but
that seems a matter of very minor consideration
tohim. Asawmatter of fact, what I havestated to
the House is accurate. I promised no railway or
substantial consideration in the way of a reduc-
vion of freights, vr grant of loans, in order to
induce slectorates to vote for candidates favour-
able to the Government, and there is no man in
this House or out of it can say with truth that T
made any such promise. [Mr. MACARINEY :
That is a much wider statement than you can
wzmd by.] The leader of the Opposition and
she hon. member for Toowong have referred toa

stateinent I wassupposed to have made withrefer-
ence to the extension of the border line from
Thane’s Creek. 1 nevermade any such statement.
The statement T made at Graymare I will
repeat here now. 1 said that when 1 was seck-
ing the suffrages of the Warwick
electm\ in 1‘)02 T bhad promised
them that when I came electioneer-
ing amongst them again I would come by rail,
and I was there in fulfilment of my promise.
{Mr. MacaRTNEY: And you were not going to
sgop there.] [ am going to continue, and tell
the hon. member how I continued at Graymare.
Perhaps when he has heard what T said he will
not be so smugly satistied as he is now. I went
on to say at Graymare that when I advocated
the railway in Parliament I told Parliament that
a railway to Thane’s Creek would not justify
the expenditure necessary for its construction,
and that, if the railwuy was to be any good at
all, it must be carried further ; and I told the
1 eople of Graymare that, when this State was
in a position to resume rallw‘»y construction, I,
whether as Secretary for Railwaysorasa p"leLLe
member of this House, would see that the ques-
tion of extending the line had full consideration.
The leader of the Opposition brought that state-
ment into the House in the vain endeavour to
show that I had promised an extension of the
railway. I made no such promise. [Hon. E. B.
Forrest : You did, conditionally.] Well, I am
not prepared to bandy words further over the
matter. [Hon. R. PHILP : Where is Graymare?]
The hon. gentleman does not know a place he
built a ralway to. [Hon. R. Puiwp: Thane’s
Creek is where I built the railway to.] The
hon. gentleman had also something to say in
reference to a promise which was alleged to ha\e
heen made by the Secretary for Lands. That is
a statement also based upon a newspaper para-
graph—a statement which my colleague at once
challenged when he saw it in print, and which

i8S pan.]

[22 SEPTEMBER.]

Address in Eeply. 31

he challenged when repeated this afternoon by
the leader of the Opposition. I trusttheleader of
the Oppositionis prepared toaccept my colleague’s
statement. [Hon. R, Prize: i must.] I trust
the hon, gentleman will accept it in some other
sense than that he must do so. I have my
colleague’s assurance that he made no such
promisz, and T have every reason to believe that
the sfatement he made to me is absolutely
accurate. It is true of myself and it is trnue of
my colleague that we did not win the elections,
as we did win them, on the strength of promises
we made of railways to our own or to suy other
constituencies. It the hon. gentleman can find
any (mbhunmc record of any promise made by
for by anv member of the Government,
at Hhorty to bring it forward ; but Le will
search the newspapers in vain for ‘the record of
any such promises, [H«m R. Puinp : I accept
your denial.] I awm glad to hear the hon. g ehtlv
man say so, but he rhd nob seem very re ddV to
accept my denml The hon. gentieman passed
on to private railways, IHe hus always been a
strong acdvocate of the poliey of ing rail-
ways by pri\atn enterprise, 1 can recall she
tlme (‘evotad by this H(mm to the consideration
of private railway Bills a few years ago. Six
of them were placed on the statute- boox and
in only two cases has advantage been Taken
of the options which were given by Parlia-
ment to the promoters. [Mr. BARNEs : Much
to be regretted.] The hon. member can
indulge his regrets:; I am stating the facts.
The leader of the Opposition says that the reason
why advantage was only taken of the options
given in two cases is because the t=rms were not
sufficiently liberal. That may be so. I am
prepared to receive proposals from syndicates or
from individuals on eveu more fuvourable terms
than the hon. gentleman was. [Government
members: Hear, hear!] If a proposal is to
construct a railway to a district the opening
up of which we think will be of benefit to the
whole State, we arve prepared—upon the com-
pany or the individual proving its or his bona

Jides—its or his ability to raise the capital—

to allow the company or the individual to
proceed with the work. 1Indeed, we are
prepared to do more than that, In some
cases we will be prepared to allow a_ cer-
tain amount of interest upon the capital in-
vested, on condition that the railway, when
buils, shall be controlled by the State. We
stipulate that condition; and to the Govern-
ment control we attach a very great deal of
impportance.  [Hon. R. PHILr: Do you think
anyone will build a railway on those terms?]
We ure prepared to Tet the company build, bus
it wust be subject to the condition that the
Government shall control the railway, paying a

‘rental for it equal to 2 per cent. upon the capital
the compiny invests In it, and lﬂswtmg upon
the right of purchase when we think it desirable
to do 80 in the interests of the State. [Govern-
ment members : Hear, hear!] Now, those are
better terms for bond fide capitalists than the
hon. gentleman ever offered. [Government
members : Hear, hear!] But we are not pre-
pared to ask this Parliament to spend its time
in discussing Bills giving options to company
promoters, [Government members: Hear, hear 1)
Let them prove their Lona fides, their ability
to raise the capital, their willingness to
spend it, then they will have every con-
sideration -at the bands of the Government
on the terms I have indicated, and no
other. [Hon. R. PHitr: You will get no offers
on those terms.] Well, up to the present in
only two cases have the options we gave been
taken advantage of. In the other four cases,
for some reason or other—the hon. gentleman
says because the terms were not sufficiently

, Hon. 4. Mergan.]
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liberal--they were the terms which were asked
for—advantage has not been taken of the options,
although the “hon. gentleman was contident they
would be. In the case of the Normanton-Clon-
carry line, the Burketown-Lilydale line, the
Glassford Creek and Callide lines, althongh the
hon. gentlyman was confident the money would
be forthcoming, it has not been forthcoming,
[Hon, R. Purre - They all paid some deposit.]
[Mr, Maxwsri : Not all.] The mioney has nog
been forthecoming. I do not think it is becanse
the torms wers not liberal e¢nough. [Hon. R.
PHIL‘P- What do you think is the reason,
then?] s is hec'm\c the investment is not
good enough, apprehend the hon. gentleman
18 rnfeu‘mgr to the terms given by this House.
{Hon. K. Pwirp: Were the terms sufliciently
good to inducge Lapltalws to put their money
into it 7} Capitalists have failed to respond, and
my information from London is that there is not
any prohability as present of any of those com-
panies finding the necessary capital to enable
them to carry ont the works authorised by Par-
lament. I am very sorrv to hear it. Some of
them have been asking for guarantees larger
than the Government are ;\repared to give. T
helieve they approa (‘hed the hon. gentleman
before he left office for gunaravtees, and they
approached this Government unsucecessfully
We are not prepared to give a company 35 per
cent. on the monsy invested in the construec-
tion of railway which when built will be
the property of the company. It would
be far better for us to borrow the money
ourselves, and own the railway when con-
structed.  [Hon, B. Purue: I do not think
you will get any offers.] Poseibly not, [Hon.
R. Prme: The great objection would be to
the Government running the line when built.]
Associated somewhat with that is the subject of
constructing light lines of railway in fdrmmg
districts. We are prepared to do this by a
variety of mean We can alvance the money
to local anthorities. [Hon. R. PuiLp: That is
the safest plan.] Tt is not necessarily the sufest,
bhu: 16 18 a szfe plan to advance money to local
aunthorities who are prepared to pay interest on
the money. Or we may construct the lines
under the Reilways Guarantee Act; or by a
new method of constructing lines to areas of
Crown landz, and lhading the land with the cost
of constructi an experiment ~which 1 am
anxious to see made, and which I think can be
carried out snccessfully,  But in order to ensure
that the people who benefit by the construction
of such lines shall contribute something, it wi lbe
necessary to Joad the land benefited, ther than
Crowu land, with part of the cost—rhat is, the
land intervening between the wain line and the
Crown lands,  If that land derives benefit from
the construction of the lin~, it shonli contribute
something towardsitscost.  In will be necessary,
therefore, to apply the betterment principle to
lands so sitnated. Those are the linex upon
which we are prepared to enter upon the policy
of vonstrocting light Jines of railwav to farming
gentres. I helievelightlines of railway would do
much to multiply the aress of ¢l se settlement
which we so much de~ire, and without which we
cannot witness n very rapid extension of farming
set:lement.  With re(nuv’ to the paragr 1pb
dealing with the ;astoml indusny, the hon.
gentleman e,\'pr:ssed his gratification that we
had consented to allow lessees who had gone
down through the drought, and other causes, to
forfeit their leages. We are prepared to do
that upon the lessee giving reasomabe notice,
and I think that is absolutely necessary.
Otherwise we should be placing in the hands
of pastoral lessees a weapon which wmight be
used with serious effect against the Treasury.
Mr. P. J. Leary: They forfeit their im-
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provements.] [Mr. Forsvre: He did not ask

for forfeiture without notice.] The hon. gentle-
man who leads the Oppoxition pleaded for giving
up the leases without notice. [Hon. PHiLE @
The lessee carries on until the last mmnenb,]
That is not the point. The hon. member for
Carpentaria contradicted me. I appesl to the
leader of the Opposition to confirm my state-
ment. He pl-aded that lessees shounld have the
right of forfeiture without notice. Is that not
the position? [Hon. R. PHILP : Yes,] Thatisa
position which the Government cannot concede.
We are preparved to allow the pastoral lessess
who have gone down, or who have to go down
through hnce of cwcumstancp", to surrender
their leases upon giving reasonable notic
[Mr, Forsyre: What Is © reszonable notice

No reasonsble man wants on mterpretdomn
of the word “‘reasonable.” [ hope the hoo.
gentleman, when he sees the Bill—and he

will see it in a very short time—will be able
to say shat the term fixed is a reasonable one.
We recognire the importance of the psstoral
indurtry, and are prepared to offer sueh con-
cessions as may be granted, having regard te
the higher interests of the State as a whole. It
strikes one a3 a little remarkable that, after the
pastoral lesstes for many years, through their
vepresentatives, have expres&d as thelr greatest
desire the securing of Tong leases, and having
succeeded in gotting them, they should now come
down and want the right to forfeit at will, and
at the same time refuse to concede to the
Government the right to resume from the lands
held under lease when it suits the Crown to
resume. There seems to one who doss nob
understand the matter fully a want of mutuality
about such an arrangement.  But, as u matter
of fact, I believe the {)(‘lbtfﬂdh\t‘a have good
grounda for saying that the existence of long
leases, and the conditions to which they are now
subjected, are operating to the detriment of the
industry, and to the prejudice of the country’s
interests, aud we, having made full inquiry into
the matter, have arrived at the conclusion that
the long leases do operate to the mjulv nf the
mdustry, and if they have operaied to the injury
of the industry, they bave equally operated to
the injury of the ccuntry. We want to remove
what reasonable objection now exists to ithe
long leases, and we propose to concede the
vight to surrender upon giving reasonable notice,
and further to «xtend the period during which
the lersees can come under the operation of
the Act of 1802, I was surprised that the
hon. gentleman did not make some reference to
the question of the rabhits, and I have not the
Jeast doubt the hon, memver for Warrego, who
I understand is to follow me, will make good
the deficiency in that respect. [Hon R. PrILE -
I must leave something out.] [Mr. P. J.
Leany: It is a very important question.]
Though the leader of the Opposition neglected
to refer to the matter, I venture $o say it has
1ot escaped the attention of the senior member
for Brisbane North. As a matter of fact, we
recognise that the rabbit is a serious danger to
the pastoral industry. That, however, is not a
discovery wade by the present Government.
It will be for the benefit of the country if we
can fight successfully the incursion of rabbits,
[Hon. R. Puitp: Have you done anything
with the Pasteur Institute?] No, wehave nos
yet had communication with the Pa<teur people.
If it shonld come, and there are any steps te be
taken in that direction, we shall be very happy
to join in with them. As to the best means to
adopt, there seems to be a commen agreement
that the means to be adopted are fencing and
poisoning. We are doing what we can tn carry
on the work of fencing, and under the measure
to be submitted to the House encouragement
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will be given to poisoning on a more systematic
and wholesale scale in the future than in the
past.  As a matter of fuct, the lessees are rather
more to blame for negleet in this respect than
vhis or any other Government. The Govern-
ment has done a good deal in the past tocheck
she rabbit pest. Possibly if the lessees had besn
as active in their efforts in that direction better
results would havs been achieved. However, the
system we have been pursuing hitherto seems to
have failed tosome extent, and we must endea-
vour to see that when we enter on a new system
it will be a more effective cne than the one we
are abandoning wholly or in part. I hope it
will be, More money will be required, and the
pastoralists will be exprctad to find some of that
money. One proposal is that we should tax the
Crown lands beld under lesse throughout the
State. That is a proposal much easier to make
than to carry ; but this is guite certain : thatif
further expenditure is demanded, and s fonnd
necessary, to combat the rabbits, the pastoral
lessees must be prepared to find their full share
of that added expenditure. The Governmens
have contributed a very liheval endowment.
{Mr. Camerox: The pastoralists have spent a
large amount, tro.] I wdmit that, and they
must continue to do so. Possibly it may be
found necessary to tax them more than has been
the case in the past, and if vo we shall not hesi-
tate to propose it. The hon. member and others
have czlled this & national question. That is a
phrase that is used a manner that would
induce one who did not understand the
facts of the case to helieve that the State
had in the past donre nothing to check this
evil, [Mr. CamERON : Nobody does that.] No-
body who knows the facts does so, but people
outside the State who do not know the facts,
and who have heard such statements loosely
made, would be perfectly justified in concluding
that in Queensland the whole conduct of the
matter had been hitherto cast on the pastoral
lessees. That is not the csse. The State has
provided a liberal endowment on the money
raised by taxation on the stockowners. It has
dealt very fairly with the pastoralists in the
past. Possibly something more may be re-
quired in the future. I can onlysay that the
State is prepared to continue to do its share,
and if more money is required possibly the
lessees may require to make up their mind
that they will have to pay the full share of
that added expenditurs. “I'he hon. gentleman
referred to other subjects to which Imight make
a passing reference, but I do not want to take up
too much of the time of the House; and I am
not desirous of setting the exawmple of making
long speeches. He addressed himself very fully
to the question of electoral reform, and asked if
it was intended to pass the Franchize Bill this
session.  Thatis so. It s to be submitted with
an earnest purpose of paszsing it into law, and we
shall take the earliest opportunity of enabling
the Honse to express its opinion on the subject.
[Mr. ForsyTH: It will not be opposed.] 1 do
not anticipate any opposition. In the recent
appeal to the country the leader: of all parties
expressed themselves in favour of it. If the
opinion of the country has been expressed on
any one suhject it has been on that of electoral
reform,  The Bill to be insroduced is for une man
one vote and one woman one vote, We propose
to bring that Bill before the House and give
hon. members an opportunity of ratifying the
will of the country in respect to that matter. I
am thoroughly convine-d thag it is highly desir-
able in the mterests of the country that the
question should be romoved from the sphere
of contention as scon as possible. It will be
dealt with on the lines of the Bill of last
session, and we shall take the earliest oppor-
1904—0n
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tunity of bringing down the necessary machinery
Bill. We are asked, when we provide one
adult one vote, to make o provision that one vote
shall have one value. That is a provision that
is not found in the electoral laws of any State
in the Commonwealth. I doubt if it exists
in any pars of the ilised world. [Mr. For-
SYTH : Approximately.] Aund it will be approxi-
mately hers. Wo will arrive at a quota, and
give & margin of 2C per cent. above or below the
qguota ; and that is the only way to srrive at one
vote ane value. [Mr. P.J. Lrany: That was
not in the last Bill.] The hon. member is wrong.
The hon. member s possibly veicrring to the
Franchise Bill.  There is a group of three Bills
to be read together, snd the guota is provided in
the Referendum il which is its proper place.
That is the proprsition, and it is a very fair and
veasonable one  [Mr. Pacer: What about
voting by post 7] There will be a provision in the
Bill permitting vosing by post under certain con-
ditions—(Hesr, hear)--but indiscriminate voting
by post—no ; for rea-ons which I think will he
apparent to wveryone. The lender of the Oppo-
sition was earnest in bix appes] to me to embark
on a spirited works policy. [Hon. R. PHiLp:
A spirtted policy.] I presume that a spirited
works policy was meant.  If he referved to the
policy of legislation, I think he will find it quite
sufficiently spirited. [Hon, R. PrIire: I do not
want von to berrow millions.] T am glad to hear
the nhon. gentleman is with me in the view that
continual borrowing on a wholesale seale is about
the worst p.licy that this or any other State can
enter upon or continue. We will endeavour
to have a spirited legislative policy and a
spirited administrative policy, but a spirited
public works policy based on horrowing will find
no place in our proposals to ithis  House.
We shall endeavour to carry out such works as
we can with the limited lcan funds at our dis-
posal.  We shall endeavour to pro-

[8.30 p.m.] vide funds for further public works
from the sals of land, subject to

condifions which I have already indicated to the
House. And I mer say, with regard $o the
policy of the Governmest in convection with
railwuys, that we shall favour State control and
State ownership whenever poswible.  The hon,
gentlemsn is full of adwiration for the results
which have followed the consticction of railways
by private enterpriss in Canads and America.
[Hon. R. Prmie: South Americs, Great Britain,
and Ireland, too.] There is no doubt whatever
that those countries have made great prouriss,
but I think that the progress they have made is
attributable rather to the climatic conditions
which prevail there, and to their contiguity to
the large centres of population in the old world,
rather than tc the policy of bLuilding railways
by private enterprise as cppesed to Government
railways, [Government members: Hear, hear 1]
As a matter of fact. what is the trend of feeling
throsghout the world in regard 1o State owner-
ship as oppeised to private owneiship of railways?
The countries which have adopted yrivate
ownership are seething with agitstion—[Hon.
R. Prirp: Nonsense!l—sre seething with agita-
tion for the resumption o iiways by the
Government. [Goversment members: Hoar,
hear!] Germany has already taken steps in
that direction ; Great Biitain will have to follow,
or she will find herself at » serlous disadvantage
in competing in the warkets of the world.
Canada has already begun to =0l some of the
baleful iufluence of private ownership, and
indeed the grvatest dangsr to the expansion of
wheatgrowing in the Canadian Dominion
springs from the fact that her railways are in
the hands of private companies—{Governmens
members: Hear, hear!}—and the same thing is
noticeable in the United States. [Hon. R.

Hon. 4. Morgan.]
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Pyr: The most advanced country in the
world.] That is so, but i iv not due to the fact
that the railways ave in  private hands

rather than in the hands of the Stute. The
advanced state at which the United States
has arrived would ')mbamv have been 1much
more advanced had the raijways been_in the
hands of the State than it is now. [’{('u B.
PrILP: Do you know how wmany miles of rail-
roads there are there?] I huve a pretty good
idea. [Houn. R. Pruwr: Oupe-half of the miieag;
of the whole world.] [Mr. Wakr: And thev are
nob paying balf per cent.] [Mrv. Forsyri: That
argument is dead againss you.] The broxd facs
is that, rightly or wrongly, the ho\e—mment
helieve that the policy of Siste ownership s xm
control of the railwsys is a right policy,
ought to continue. We will do nothnn o depart
from that policy, except subject to the conditio
i bave indicated ; and we believe that in cun-
uunmnw blm*pohe» we are consulting the ultimate
if not the immediate interests of this State.
I would just like to e ~mnnthing in zefer-
ence to the Lon. gentlsman’s reference to
a circular which was submitted o the Towns-
ville electers duving  his election, to which
he devoted o great deal of time. So far us
I am concerned, I know absolutely nothing
of that circular, and was 1o party to its circula-
tion. It had no authority from tue party which
I lead, aund I am extremely sorry that it was
issued. I had never seen nor beard of it before.
Imade an effort from every platform I spoke
from in the election contest to impress the
electors with the wisdom of hearing every can-
didate respectfully. I endeavoured to put it to
the electmrs that elections are won by votes, and
not by speeches, but every candidate had a right
%0 he heard patieatly. The electors of Cunning-
ham, with the single e\ccpflon to which he
refers, did take my advice, and the cccasion of
the attack upon Mr. Watson at Freestone,
which was made a great deal of in Brishane, was
a very much wilder offair than it was repre-
sented to be. [Mr. Barwes: Did vou try and
wet at the men who did it?] (L.ughter.) I am
not at the head of the police; T am not one of
the men who have to stay up all night to guard
the people. I think if my hon. friend, the mem-
ber for Bulimba, who is so valiaut in debate,
had been at Freestone in pursuit of some of
those lnwbrenkers he would have had rather a
bad time before he returned. [Hon. R. PHiLp :
You are encouraging them.] No! As a matter
of fact, it was a very innocent election nmdent
no violence was offered to the candidnte, and 1
should be the last to attempt to justify anvfhxrw
of the kind. I saw no disorder in any part of
the counstituencies which I visited, and I
am glad to hear from the leader of the
Opposition that there was verv Ittls of that
kind in Townsville. He has alluded to one
other inmstance-——that of DMr., McMaster in
Fortitude Valley. My knowledge of My,
McMaster is that be was a man who rather
liked a lively meecmg, and did a good deal
o stir up a little liveliness in the proceed-
ings. He would rather maks a speech in a
hveh‘ meeting than o a meetmor which was
sitting and listening quietly to him. [Hon. R.
PaILP : They would not hear him a$ 2ll.] Tam
sorry for that. The hon. gentleman wants me
to put a provision in the Rlections Bill to
prevent that occurring. We might put it in,
but I am quite sure it would fail 1n its purpose,
and thzt you would not be able to make a
political meeting into an average church meeting.
[Mr. ForrEsT: No prayer meetmgs 1 I think
on the whole it may be stated that in the recent
electoral campaign there was very littls disorder.
[The HoME SECRETARY: Very little.] I think
there was very little disorder in the consti-
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tuencies 3 1 found very little. [Hon. R. PHILD :
But you addressed Labour meetings mostly.]

(Laughter.) [Mr. Burrows: They are very
orderly.] I addressed several Labour meet-
ings, and I can only say that thev were
extremely orderly. Thervefore, I can only
conclude that disorder came from meetings

which were not Tiabour meetings, (Laughter.)
[HFon. R. Prirp: Some were very disorderly. |
1 am extremely sorry that anything of the kind
should have occurred, and would be very glad to
assist the hon. genileman in taking measures to
prevent its vecurrence, but 1 think it is a matter
which should not be dealt with in the Elections
Bill.  Any such attempt would, T think, be
ineffective. I have occupied the attention of the
Housge at this length becanse T have been anxious
to follow the hon. gentleman on all the points he
has dealt with. As I said in opening, I think
the debate upon the Sperch might he very much
shorter this session than it was last session.
[Hon. R. Puire: Thope s >] Thope so sincerely.
We bave Bills to face in the order in which they
are hifore the House, and I think on the present
occasion we should reserve the chief discus-
sion for the Treasurer’s Financial Statement,
which after all is the most important business
that will be submitted to Parliament, I
am (uite sure the hon. member who leads
the Opposition is with me in the view that
the debate peed not be unduly protracted.
1 even hope that the hon. member for Bulimba
does notintend to return to the subject sc dear
to his heart, and that we shall be able to get
through with the Address in Reply quickly, and
then proceed with the real business of the
session. [Honourable members : Hear, hear !]

* Mr. P.J. LEAHY (Warrego): I regret that
some older or more experienced member than
yeyself has not felt inclined to address the House
at the present moment. [A Government men:-
ber: Did you give him a chance?] Yes, I am
quite prepared teo give any hon member a
chance. Baut as I noticed a corspn‘ac; of
silence” on the other side, and'I have a few
observations to muke, I may as well make them
now. In the Governor’s Spesch pleasure is
expressed that s¢ many new people succeeded at
the recent election, and I think that the leader
of the Opposition and the Premier were both
quite right in expressing regret that so many old
faces are missing. [An hoooursble member:

In memoriam.} I do not say it is in memoriam,
but, this being Thursday afternoon 1 think it
is peculiarly appmurxate to refer to the absence
of the late hon. member for Mackay, Mr. Dal-
rymple. He was a brilliant debater, a keen
logician, andascholarly man, »nd 1 wnture o say
that it will be a very long time before this House
will have the privilege of listening to such an
able debater. It might be fairly said of him, as
was said of a greater man—

His imperial faney laid all Nature under sribute and
collected viches from every scene of creation and from
every walk of art.

[Mr. KERR : More poetry.] No,itis not poetry.
The hon., member for Barcoo does not under-
stand the difference between poetry and prose.
Now, it is true that the present Opposision is a
small cne, and some people inside and outside
this House imagine that becanse the Opposition
is small we should not have much to say. But I
don’t hold with that at all, for, although this
Opposition is small, it stands for grewt prmmples
The rights of a party do not depend on its size,
and because the party opposite have a Dbig
majority it does not follow that they have bigger
rights than we have on this side. Aund that
being so0, no . matter how small the party
here may be, we should always rise up and
express our views. I have no intention of
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taking deep excursions into ancient history or
speaking at any great length about what has
taken place at the recent election. In that con-
nection I think it would he well to *‘let the
dead past bury its dead.” No doubt the Govern-
mient party gained anoverwhelming victory. 1do
not know whether thiz was due to the Morganites
or the Labourites; but I know that throughout
the length and bleadth of the State L::Lbour
socials and other testivities have been held in
celebration of the victory. Whether the Mor-
ganites or the Tabourites achieved the victory,
there is no doubt that the electors approved of
the present Ministry ; and, whilst 1 think the
electors were wroog in most of their selections, T
knowledge that it is the business of the elec-
s to make their own selections. We live in
ountry in which it is recognised that the
majority must rule, and we have to abide by their
decisions. There have been tines in the history of
the world and of Ausiralia, when men who for
many vears had been associated with a particular
party have been put aside by the electors. It
occurred in Tasmania, and in Victoria, where
the Premier at one time almost lost his deposit.
These things must happen because chunge
appears to rule, but although we have been
defeated, we have notv been disgraced. After all,
there are greater things than success ; and there
ure many men more deserving of success than
many who gain i, and if hon. inembers opposite
have gained success, I contend that we on this
side were more deserving of it. Now, iz it auy
wonder that the party opposite came back with
such a majority when, during the whole of the
election campaign, a great many of the Labour
party and some Morganites indulged in the

grossest Imisrepresentation concerning  hon.
members on this side. [Government mem-
bers: Oh, oh!] T have no desire to be offen-

sive or to say anything harsh, but that
has been my experience. On many occasions
hon, members on this side hava been vilified and
misrepresented, and things were attributed to
them, as the leader of the Opposition pointed
out, with which they had nothing whatever to
do. There was no eharxf) in their speeches

[Hon. R. Pairp: We don’t want charity ; onlv
the truth,] Yews, There are several good
reasons why the party opposite have come
back so strong. The Premier, the Treasnrer,
and others of the party told the people that this
Government was honestlv paying its way—

living within its ipcome. But that is not the
case. When a man is said to live within his
income, I taks that to mean that he makes the
money he earns cover his expenditure, and
the (fovernment have net done that, Had it
not been for the back moueys received in 1903.4,
there would have been = big deficit. [The
PREMIER: What moneys?] A considerable
portion of back rents—I am not referring te
loan money —and 1nterest paid by local
bodies and the back interest paid by sugar-
mills. [The TREASURER : By sugar-mills?]
Yes; interest, not capital. If it had not been
for this mioney there would have been a con-
siderable deficit, And the people thinking the
Government had dons wonderful things, it is
oaly natural that they thought they were
deserving of a fresh lease of power. 1 do not
wish to refer at any great length to the elec-
tions, but I must say shat the late Government
were blamed for the grossest extravagance and
all that sort of thing; but we know that the
Premier and members of his party tried to get
as much money as they could for their districts
out of the late Government. The Premier was
strongly in favour of the vid rectu, and if he
had had his way a very large sum of money
would have been spent on that. He was
prominent in getting the line from Warwick
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to Thane’s Creek, and that line will not even
pay for the axle-grease for a long time, Al
these men who did their utmost to get money
spent, now, for party purposes, coundemn the
late Government for doing what they advocated.
Now, turning from the past t0 the present, what
do we find in the Governor’s Speech? I am not
going to deal with it now as a literary composi-
tion. I do not think the Hoeme Secrotary had
anything to do with it, hecause there are csrtain
expressions in it which I am certain would
not have passed his critical eye. T would, how-
ever, strongly advise the Government, if they
have another Governor’s Speech to frame, to hand
it over to the Home Secretary. We are told in the
Jpeech that a number ¢f measures of a more or
less urgent character will be introducesd Refer-
ence is made to the financle! guesticn, and in
connection with that matter a very remarkable
sentence ocewrs.  The Governmeut express
regret that they ave unable to postpone its con-
sideration. That seems to me a most extra-
ordinary way to refer to the financial ques-
tion. The ~Government are guite willing
to bring forward electoral reform and other
matters which are not wgent, but the plain
inference from the sentence to which I have
allnded is that if the Government possibly coald
shirk the financial question they would do so. I
am astonished that a gentleman like the Trea-
surer, who is supposed to have a love for finance,
and to meet problems boldly, should put such a
stateinent into the Governor’s Speech. Reference
is also made to the income tax, and we are told
that there is to be an exemption of all incomes
below £100. Under present circumstances I
think there is no necessity whatever for an in-
come tax. If ever a Governrent was fortunate,
not only in having a big majority, but in being
in office at a time favourable to them in iegamd
to finance, it is the present Government. \Ve
know that the flocks out West are increasing
very rapidly. [Au honourable member: So are
the rabbits.] Yes, so are the rabbits. and I
thank the hon, member for reminding me
of that fact. We know also that the farmers
have had remarkably gnod crops, though
the prices hove not been as high as they
might have been. There never was a ftime
when a Government had a betier oppor-
tunity of Qqn‘mng tise finances of the country
than this Ministry has at the present moment.
[The HoME SEORETARY : With decreased returns
from she Commonwealth.] The hon. gentleman
refers to what the Commomveqlth Treasurer
said a week or two ago, bub we have no certain
knowledge that his anticipated deficiency of
£105,000 will be realised. We know that on
one occasion the Coramenwealth Treasurer made
one estimate as to the amount that would be
obtained from Customs duties, and that our own
State Treasurer, Mr. Cribb, made another esti-
mate, and that at the end of the vear it was
found that the State Treasurer was vight. And
in the present case the Commoawealth Tt rea-
surer may be again wrong. But even if he is
right, a deﬁmency of £105,000 is very small com-
pared with the £1,100, (}{)0 lost the late
Government while they were in office.  We are
able to do this year what we could not do two
years ago—we cansell large quantitiesof land ; and
I should say that if the Government desire to do
away with the income tax they could de so by sell-
ing land. There is nothing in the world to prevent
them doing s0. Whatever may be said in favour
of an income tax in an old settled country like
Eugland or Ireland, or New Zealand or Vi otorxa,
where they have plenty of capital and & large
wealthy class, there is not the same justiﬁcarion
for it in a new country like Queensland, where
money is a thing we wanb very badly., We
should not do anything which would frighten
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or prevent the free flow ~f capital into the
country. But if an income tax is to be imposed,
I think the exemption should be higher than
#£100. One of the planks of the Labour platform
is that the exemption should be £200, and if
I should happen to be in the House when
this Bill is going through, if no other hon.
member will move an  amendment to that
effect T will do so. [An honourable mem-
ber: Why didnt vou wvote for that when
the Act was passed?] T voted in favour of
2 £100 exemption last year, and the hon. member
who interjects voted agamb‘c it. The less his
party says about that the better. [Mr. LesiNa:

You voted against it.] No, T voted for it, If
there is any consistency at all in hon. members
opposite, when they have the opportunity of
giving effecs to one of their planks, they should
doso; and I trust that when this amendment
is moved by myself or some other hon. member
on this side, I shall have the pleasure of voting
for ouce with hon. members opposite, [The
SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Are you sincere?]
T am perfectly sincere; and I am surprised that,
knowing me as he has done in the past, the
Minister should ask me that question. I should
be a great deal more warranted in asking the
Minister if he is sincere. We are also told
that the stamp duties will be increased. I
confess that when T read that statement, I
thought very hard, knowing what it was
that put the present Government in power. 1
wondered whether hon. members opposite would
be so inconsistent as to support a thing which
they had denocunced when they put out the late
Government, But it appears to me that there is
no consistency nowadays. Consistency has
been detined by some persou as ‘ the virtue of
fools,” When 1 first react that definition I did
not agrse with it, but I am now Dbeginning
to think there is some truth in it.  [The
SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It does not
say that the stamp duties are to be in-
creased.] It says the Stamp Duties Act
will be re-enacted, with such modifications
as will ensure a larger amount of revenue than
we are now receiving, [The SECRETARY ¥OR
AGRICULTURE : Justifiably so.] It may be jus-
tifiably so, and T am not blaming the Government
for that—I am bnmmg, them for their incon-
sistency in doing the very thing they would not do
twelve months ago. The Government are also in
the fortunate position of enjoying an increase in
the net earnings from the railways., Some time
ago the hon. member for Barcoo, and other hon.
members on that side, almost endeavoured to
shake the heavens with their denunclatum of
the late Government for raising the railway
freights. The hon. member for Barcoo had tears
in his eyes when drawing a pathetic picture of
women and children in his electorate who had
o eut bread without butter or jam because they

could not afford to pay the railway freight on
those articles. [Mr. Kurr: It was John Leahy
who did that.] I admit that the late Minister
for Railways did raise the freights, but if it was
wrong then it is doubly wrong now. Those
rates were fixed -at a time of great financial
stringency, when we had the utmost ditliculty in
making revenue and expenditure balance, but at
the present moment we find that there is
a very large increase in the earnings of our

railways, 2nd a thing which was proper
then might not be a proper thing now.
[Mr. CoorEr: The Bank of Eopgland rate of

exchange is higher now than it was then.]
I am surprised that an hon. member liks the hon.
member for Mitchell—who certairly

{9 p.m.]

has moments when he can see clearly
—should make a statement con-
veying the idea that there is any connection
between the Bank of Hugland rate of exchange
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or rate of interest and thenetearnings of our raif-
ways. [Mr. Cooper: I thought you understood
something about finance.] It is precisely because

I do understand something about finance that I
am endeavouring to dispel the dense cloud of
ignorance which hangs like a pall over the hon,
member. There is absolutely no connection
between the bank rate of exchange or interest
and the earnings of our railways. Recently the
hon. member for Maranoa and other hon. merm-
bers expressed their intention of doing all they
could to get these railway rates reduced.
represent a constituency a very Iong distuncs
from Brisbane, and the rates to Charleville are
very high. It is true that these rates may
press somewhat undaly upon she people of Too-
woombaaund other parssof the Darling Downs, but,
after all, they press very lightly upon them
compared with the way they press upon people
four or five times as far away. Ithink this is
one of the questions that the Government should
give very early and very earnest consideration
to; and, if they can possibly see their way to
make a reduction in the railage and passenger
rates to these remote places, they will be doing
an action which will conduce to the settlement
of the Western country, and will certainly be
very much appreciated by the residents of those
remote places. We are told in the Governor’s
Opening Speech that there is an increase in
every branch of our productive industries. That
is undoubtedly true, and it only bears out the
statement I made a moment ago as to the
general prosperity which this country is. or
ought to be, enjoying at the present mormens.
Reference has also been made to agriculture,
dairving, and other kindred matters. I think
we have gone about as far as it is desirable to
go at present in purchasing estates under the
Agricultural Lands Purchase Act. I believe
that during the past two or three years estates
have been purchased for prices considerably
higher than they were worth. There is ne
question that Parliament—because it was not
the Government which did it—purchased the
Gowrie Estate at probably 20 or 25 per cent.
more than the estate was worth, and we find
that a considerable portion of the estate is still
unselected. I expressed the opinion a few
months ago that too much meney was given fov
Glengallan. I am quite certain of it, becanse
a considerable area of that land has mnot
been taken up. There cannot be any getting
away from the fact that though the season
is a remarkably good one, though the crops
are heavy, the prices are low, and they
are very likely to remain low for some time.
Now, as the value of land is simply
what you can make out of it, surely it 1s
cbvious that land that was worth a certain
amovnt two years ago, when butter was worth
10d. perlb., is worth less now when butter is only
fatching 6d. or 7d. per In. [The SECRETARY FOR
AGRICULTURE : W here do vou get your 7d. now 7}
Well, it was worth 7d. two or three weeks ago.
We know that during the winter the price of
milk goes up, but « month or two ago the price
of butter was only about 6d. rer lb.; and now
you have to p D wbout 7d. for cream to nake
11b. of butter. I was about to argue that it is
obvious that, when the value of a commoadity
goes down, the value of the land on which that
cornmodity is prodnced must alsc go down ; and
I do not ses any reasonable probability of the
price of agricultural products going up_ during
the next year or two. That being so, I think
that, if we purchase sny more estates, we
should be very careful to see that we pur-
chase them at a lower price than we have paid
during the last two or three years. [The SzcrE-
TARY FOR AGRICULTURE : None are in con-
templation just now.] Xam very pleased to hear
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the hon. gentleman say so. We have also been
told something about dairying. I shall not refer
to that at any great length, because I shall have
an opportunity of speaking when the Dairy Bill
is introduced. I believe such a Bill is necessary ;
buy, at the same time, I do not think that
farmers are as dirty as a class as one hon. mem-
ber who spoke on the other side last session said
they were. [Mr. LesiNa: If you knew the man
you would know that he did not say any such
thing.] I am not possessed of the Mahatma
instines to enter into ancther man’s thoughts, as
the hon. member appears able to do, but I read
the statement in Hansard. T admit that some
farmers are not as clean as they might be, although
they are not as dirty, as a class, as they were
represented to be; and, if a Dairy Bill is
brought in, I shall be very glad to support it, as
a necessary measure, whatever I may do with
regard to its details. Reference has been made
to cheap railways, and in this connection the
Government have claimed a great deal of credit.
They have conveniently forgotten that it was
the late Government which, twelve or eighteen
months ago, gave instructions to Mr. (George
Phillips to make surveys into agricultural dis-
tricts with a view to building light lines of rail-
way. I understand that the Premier—if not in
his manifesto, in one of his speeches—said that
the intention of the Government was to sell
Western lands to build railways to the Darling
Downs and other agriculbural centres. [The
SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : He said nothing
of the kind.] Well, I did not read it myself, bus
I will give the hon. gentleman my authority for
the statement. Mr, Donald Mackintosh made a
speech at Pittsworth. He stated that it was the
intention of the Government to sell Western
lands to build railways on the Darling Downs.
A man named Evans got up at the meeting and
asked Mr. Mackintosh whether he thought the
Western people would object to their lands being
sold for such a purpose, and Mr. Mackintosh
said ‘“No ”—that the Western people were
burning with anxiety to have their land sold for
the purpose, I wasin Pittsworth last week, and
this was told me by a dozen men who heard it, and
I thought—knowing how friendly Mr. Mackin-
tosh is with the Premier and the Secretary for
Agriculture—that he was a competent authority
and that I would be perfectly safe in quoting him.
The 3peech makes reference to the pastoralists,
and the Premier touched upon this question at
some length. I havespoken on various occasions
in favour of the pastoralists, and in favour of
the country doing the right thing towards them,
but I hold no brief for them. The position I
take up is that when the State does a thing it
should do it, not to suit the pastoralists or any-
one else, but because it is the right thing to do.
My view is that the remote Western country,
owing to the climatic conditions, liability to
drought, and distance from markets, must in the
nature of things be a pastoral country, and if
close settlemens, as we understand it on the
coast, cannot take place there, we should do
everything that we possibly can to enable the
pastoralists to carry on their industry under
the most profitable conditions. For four or
five years they suffered from the ssverest
and most prolonged drought known in the
history of the State. Flocks and herds were
practically wiped out; but I am glad to say
that the sheep are increasing very rapidly, and
the cattle moderately. But the position 1s that
these people lost whatever they had, and there
is not one pastoralist in fifty who is worth any-
thing over and above his debts. We know that
large areas of land in the Western country have
been thrown up because pastoralists were unable
‘to procure stock ; thoss areas are still open, and
cot taken up, and they will remain open until
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the question of facing the rabbit invasion, which
issuch a serious menace to the country, is success-
fully taken in hand, and a solution of the diffi-
culty found. Now, as regards the large areas of
land that have been thrown up, and the large
aumbers of stock which have been taken away
from the Western country, I should like to
quote a few words of an hon. member oppo-
site. He was interviewed in April last with
regard to the Northern country, and this is
what he said—

How did you find the country*®

All the outback runs are splendid, grass and water
everywhere. In places the grass is feet high, aud some
of the stations are clearing it from round the yavds and
wells, in case of the occurrence of bush fires later on.
As far as Middleton on the way in the country looks
well. Then the grass commences to get somewhat
drier and thinner, but still the runs seem all right.

Stock, I suppose, are scarce *

Well, to give you some idea, we travened. about‘ 120
miles through one run alone without seeing a single
beast, though, of course, there were stock on it

What are the prospects out back ¢

The practice that is being adopted out back by 'ghe pig
Arms of buying up runs and then practically stripping
them of stock is causing alarm among the residents out
there. It means the employment of less labour, and
is a general loss to the community. Every female
beast that goes out of the country, whether a sher or
a cow, is a direet loss, When stock 15 gone there is no
employment, and the whole community suffers. The
remedy* Ah, that's another matter. Y‘ou cauft pre-
vent anyone from doing what they like with their own
—you can’t prevent them from taking the stock off the
runs. But it may be possible to muke it so advan-
tageous to them to leave their stock on the runs—or so
disadvantageous to them to shift them—that they
would be indneed to still leave their holdings stocked.

The hon. member, Mr. Hamilton, is present, and
he will admit that that is a fair summary of his
views. (Hear, hear!) If those are the facts, it
shows that this question of the pastoralists in the
Western country is a very serious one. We
were told when the Land Act of 1502 was passed
that we were practically handing over the
country to the squatters, yet, as a fact, not more
than 50 per cent. of them came under the Act.
And why? Because though at one time stations
with improvements on them were considered a
valuable asset, yet, owing to the heavy losses
that have been made, they are now looked upen
as an asset no longer, and the banks and finan-
cial institutions do not think it prudent to render
themselves liable to pay rent for forsy-two years.
The Premier told us—and I was very glad to
hear the statement—that it was contemplated to
allow the lessees to throw up their leases on
giving reasonable notice. What is ‘‘reasonable
notice”? We endeavoured by interjection to get
an interpretation of the term, and all we could
get was that any reasonable man knew what it
was. 1 trust that by my speeches and actions I
convey the impression that I am a reasonable
man, but I confess I do not know what reason-
able notice is. In New South Wales there is a
clause in the Act allowing lessees to give up
their runs after twelve months’ notice. If a
moderate notice like that is required here, there
will be no serious objection to it; but if the
Government insist upon a notice of three or
four years and forfeiture of improvements, I
do not call that reasonable. After all, ex-
cept in the case of financial institntions snd
banks, what power have the Goevernment
to compel lessees to give notice? Suppose
T am a lessee and mortgaged to a bank, and the
run stands in 1wy name, and I do not choose to
pay rent, I can snap my fingers at the Govern-
ment, [Mr. Haniertoxn : Do you know any case
in which the lease stands in the name of the
lessee when it is mortgaged to a bank ?] Yes, I
do. [Mr. Havrox: Very few. The lease is

Mr. P.J. Leahy.]



38 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.]

L

the security, and you know it.] The hon. mem-
ber speaks for his own district. I know that
demands can be made upon financial institu-
tions by the Government, but the wan who
has the lease in his name can snap his fingers
at the Government. [The SECRETARY FOR
AerIcULTURE: The late Government refused
the concession which is now aslied.] The late
Government did not refuse it. They refused
to put in a clause to that effect, but after it
was found that a large percentage of the lessees
would unot come under the Act they made
a promise that they would amend it and put
in a provision of the kind asked for, The pre-
sent Secretary for Lands ratified that promise,
though later on—for some mysterious reason—
the Government were not prepared to ratify it.
I amn, however, glad to know that the Govern-
ment are now prepared to ratify it, and, pro-
vided they accept reasonable notice such as is
accepted in New South Wales, I will support
their proposal. I go with the leader of the
Opposition in saying that even if no notice at all
were asked for the Government would still have
the best of the deal, [The SECRETARY FOR AGRI-
CULTURE : An entirely onesided bargain.] No,
it is nut. KEverything in life 1s a matter of com-
parison. We reason by analogy. At least we
do so on this side, but I wonder sometimes
what peculiar guide hon. members opposite have
for their reasoning. I own a piece of land,
and let it to a man who makes consider-
able improvements. If that man wants to throw
up his lease, and leaves me with £1,000 or
£2,000 worth of improvements, would I not be
well off 2 Did the Secretary for Agriculture
ever yet hear of an instance where an owner
under such circumstances insisted upon the
tenant paying rent for the balance of his term?
The owner should rather be delighted at the
opportunity of getting his improvements for
nothing. On many of the Western runs there
are improvements which cost £10,000 and
£20,000. I know one case in which they cost
£40,000. If a man is unable to carry on, and
is willin%1 to give up to the State the whole
value of his improvements, then the State has
the best of the deal, even if no notice is
given. I say there isno generosity about that.
Another advantage from carrying on the pastoral
industry in the Western country is this: We
now produce very largely in the eastern parts of
the State. The more people you can settle down
in the West the greater likelihood there is of
getting better prices for the produce of the
Darling Downs, During the recent drought the
best purchasers of that produce were the settlers
in the West, and when more people are settled
there you will find a better market for the pro-
duets of the Darling Downs than any you are
likely tofind outside. Nothing has been said about
the question of selectors. I understand the Act
is to be amended, but whether in any other
direction than that referred to by the Premier
we are in the dark. I think that wherever it is
possible to settle down men of the grazing-
farmer class those men are entitled to the very
fullest consideration which this or any other
Government can give to them. If the con-
ditions are such that the country cannot
be occupied by men of that class, then have
the larger settlers, but if the conditions are such
that men of that class can carry on their industry
at a profit, it is our bounden duty to give them
every legitimate encouragement. About Thar-
gomindah and elsewhere we have country settled
with grazing farmers. Speaking generally, the
coudition of those men is this: They have lost
most of their stock, they are in arrear with their
rents, they owe money to the banks, and there
is very little hope of their ever being able to
pay. There are a great many selectors in the
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Charleville district whose farms at the present
moment, if not actnally forfeited, are liable to
forfeiture for non-payment of rent, which they
capnot possibly pay. What does the Goveranient
propose to do with those people? Ave they
going to forfeit their selections and confiscate the
improvements they have made? Thisis a very
serious mastter that will have to be dealt with.
T should suggest to the Government that
they should wipe off those arrears altogether,
for they are never going to get them. If
they wips off the arrears altegether, and do
not confiscate the improvements, and so give
those selectors a fresh start, they wounld be able
to go to the financial institution or mones-
lender and raise money and re-stock, and pos-
sibly in the course of a few years, with good
seasons, you might have an industrious and con-
tented grazing farm population in that Western
country, If you do not do that I am certain
that they will not only be unable to carry on,
but the inevitable result will be that the great
majority of those farms will be forfeited. {Mr.
HauiLToy : What bhave you ever done for
them ? Nothing.] There is absolntely no founda-
tion for such a statement. When the Bill of
1902 was before the House I did as much as
any member on either side, perhaps more, on
their behulf. There are several clauses in that
Act which are a distinct benefit to the selectors
which were introduced by me. In facst, I did my
utmosttoimprovethelot of the selectors, and what
I have said with regard to them all through has
been perfectly consistent. From sguatters and
selectors to rabbits is not a very wide gulf. Te
my mind the rabbit question is the most im-
portant question which Queensland-—I might
even say Australia—has to deal at the present
moment. We may as well recognise the fact at
once that the rabbits are there, that they are
increasing very rapidly. and that if we do not
settle the rabbit question the rabbit question is
going to settle us. We hear a great deal about
electoral reform. Hlectoral reform is a very
small question compared with the rabbit ques-
tion. You may hang up electoral reform for the
next twelve months and nobody will suffer any
serious injury. ©On the other hand, if you
refrain for twelve months from dealing with the
important rabbit question, the State will suffer
the most serious injury. As I showed last
year, and as you all know, the power of
reproduction of the rabbit is simply marvel-
lous. No other animal pest which afflicts us
multiplies at anything like so rapid a rate.
At any rate, this is a very serious question, and
it cannot be adequately dealt with without the
expenditure of a considerable sum of

[8.30 p.m.] money. I listened with very great

interest, and with some pleasure, t

the remarks made by the Premier to-night. He,
I think, has a fairly accurate grasp of this ques-
tion, but I was not quite able, from the remarlks
which fell from him, to judge to what extent the
Government are prepared to find money to deal
with it. I contend, and have always contended,
that it should be treated as a national question.
[The PrEMIER : What do you mean by a ‘‘naticnal
question”?] The Premier very properly asks me
what I mean by a ‘ national question.” What I
mean is this—[Mr, KERR: *“Socialism in our
tinte.”] No; not ‘‘socialism in our time,” nor in
any other time. If there is a particular thing
which affects the revenue and the welfare of the
whole of the people of the State, then Isay thatthe
question should be dealt with at the expense of the
whole of the people of the State. [The PREMIER :
TIs it not so now ?] I intend to come to that pre-
sently. I think I have explained what & national
question is. If it be admitted that the rabbit
question is a national question, the next thing to
be considered is, Are we dealing on national lines
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with it? The Premier asks me if we are not
doing so now. Of course I know ths hon.
gentleman may tell me that something like
£1,250,000 has been spent in connection with the
rabbit question. I believe that 15,000 miles of
fencing have been ervected privately and by ths
Glovernment, and I believe the Governmens, out
of that £1,250,000, have contributed something
tike £500,000. 1 adnut that to that extent the
ruestion has been nationalised, but I do not think
that that is as fur as we have a right to expect the
Government to go.  Coming back to analogy
again : suppose that I own a house or property
of any description which T have let to a tenant,
and that this property is attacked by, =ay
white auts, which underinine the house,
which in a few years is likely to tumble down
and cease to be rent-paying property. Am I to
expect the tenant to bear any portion of the cost
of eradicating those ants which are destroying
my building ? No landlord would think of ask-
ing a tenant to do anything of the kind. [The
PREMIER: Dt supposing the tenant has a forty
vears’ lease of that property.] If the tenant has
a forty years’ lease, theve are certain conditions
contained in all such leases, There is a condi-
tion that wien aman agrees to pay rent for, say,
forty years or any othsr term, during that term
the property has to be in acondition fit for cecu-
pation, and that it is the business of the tandlord
to keep it in that condition. [The PrEMIER: It
may. be the business of the tenant to do so!]
If it is the business of the tenant to keep
it in a proper state of occupation, that fact
will be stated in the lease. [The PREMIER:
Quite s0.] And if there ever was a contract
between the Government and the pastoralists or
selectors to keep the rabbits down, and it was a
condition of the lease, I say by all means keep
them to that condition. T admit that there are
some men who got an extension of lease under
the Pastoral Leases Extension Act on the ground
of maintaining their fences in rabbit-proof con-
dition—[Mr. KERR: They did not do it.]--which
in some cases they did not do. I should like
the hon. member for Barcoo to remembsr that
during the long and severe drought it was a very
easy matter to keep the rabbits down, but when
rain came certain places in the Western country
quickly got flooded, and for long distances
those fences got washed away, and it was
quite impossible to repair them quickly. I do
not for one moment deny that there are certain
pastoralists who obtained extensions under the
Act who perhaps do not interpret their obliga-
tions to the Government as strictly as they might
have done, and the Government will be perfectly
justified in compelling them to act up to the spirit
of the bond ; but I am dealing now more par-
ticularly with men whomade no contract at that
time, with men who took up laud originally
ander the 1869 Act, most of whom were under
the 1884 Act. There was no condition in their
leases that they were to keep down the rabbits
or any other pest. It is true enough that in
1902 we pus in conditions with regard to this
and certain other matters, but I am dealing now
with those tenants on whom there is nc obliga-
tion whatever tn destroy rabbits. If thess men
were rented ub the present moment on the value
of their holdings, which have depreciated owing
to the rabbit pest, perhaps there would neat he

any great injustice in compelling them to
keep the rabbits in check, but we know
that most  of  these runs were taken up
a great many vears before the rabbit pest

became a serions one, and that the Land Court
has maae little or no reduetion in consequence
of the prevalence of rabbit-. One of two things
has to be dene—either you must make a large
allowance to these people in their rents for the
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depreciated value of their land through the
rabbits; o if the present rents are main-
tained the State should bear the whole cost of
keeping down the rabbits, In the latter case
it is the duty of the State to keep that pest
down. However, if the Premier and the Go-
vernment cannot ses their to make this
a nationul question altogether—a charge that
every man in the community will directly or
indirectly pay something towards—they should
eowpal all leszess and other persons who are
affected, no matster what pars of Queensland
they may be in—they should compel them to do
something townrds finding money for fighting
this pest.  [The Presrer : That is a fair proposi-
tion.] T think that is a perfectly fair propos
tion, and, after all, there is a great deal more
reason snd justice in expecting the Central and
Northern nmen to do this than in compeiling she
Southern men to do it.  Is it not bester for the
Central and Northerm men that the rabbits
should be fought in the Southern runs, and
thereby kept away from the rich lands of the
Central and Northern divisions and prevented
from overrunning those places? But what has
been the practice ap to the present time? The
Southern men bhave been rated at the maxi-
mum amount allowed by law, and many of
the Central and Northern people have paid
nothing at all, while we have heen keeping
the rabbits away from them. I think 1t 1s
time this was altered, and I sincerely trust
that the magnitude of the question will be
fully recognised by the Government, and that
when the promised Jegislation is introduced it
will be found to be quite sufficient to meet the
necessities of the case at the present moment.
We have been told & great deal about immigra-
tion, and how we are 6o settle people on the
land, but I think this is one of those questions
that it is a good deal easier to talk abous than to
carry out in practice. There are many countries
more advantageously sitnated than Queensland
is, and these countries are receiving the very
best immigrants which at the present vime are
leaving the older countries of the world, [Mr.
KERR : Because it is cheaper.] I refer more
particularly to the Argentine, the United
States, and Canada, [Mr. LesiNa: What
about the Transvaal?] That is the peculiar
prerngative of the hon. member for Cler-
mont, and I do not wish to interfere with him.
I cannot understand the hon. member’s sym-
pathy for the Chinese, but there seems to be
some affinity besween them. The interjection
the hon. member for Barcoo just made is quite
right—that the passages are cheaper te these
places, as they are closer to the old country than
Australia.  Therefore, iz it not obvious that
as it will cost suitable immigrants a great deal
more to come hers we must offer them greater
astractions than other countriea? I donotthink
that any Governmant has in the past risen to a
full recognition of their duties in regard to this
important matter, . I believe the late Govern-
ment did all ther could under the civcumstances,
During the existence of a long drounght it was
useless to ask people to come and settle here with
any prospect of sneeess. But now things are
altogethier different, snd I do not see why we
should not get suitable immigrants if we offer
them sufficient inducements. I have a listle
information here, which I will give briefly, as it
i i . members may not have
finisfer for Tands in New

The late

i
dis. 7T
South Walas, My, Crick. cabled home and got
the following information with vegard to how
they do things in Chanads 1—

Totud n estcad {ree grants dssuedy from

rent of the vear 1874 to 81st December,

the comme
1803, 1 i of 160 acres.  Yreg grants during
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1901, 9,108, during 19202, 23,215, during 1303, 32,682,
One hundred and fifty-three thousand two hundred and
ninety-two homasstead free grants of 180 acres each, from
1874 to the end of 1903, made up a total of 24516720
acres. The free grants issued in 1901 accounted for
1,457,280 acres ; those in 1902 for 3,514,400 acres. whilst
those in 1903 represented 5,229,120 acras.

I have a great many more figures here, but 1
do not desire to weary the House, and I only
quoted these to show that before we can get
suitable immigrants to come here we must
give them larger inducements than Canada, or
the United States, or the Argentine do. Now,
we have heard a great deal of talk about elec-
toral reform; but I am not one of those per-
sons who are greatly in love with elec-
toral reform. {Goveriunent laughter.) [An
honourable member : We quite understand
that.] It is perhaps a matter which vre-
quires some consideration. I told my electors
that I would not vote against it, and I repeat
that now ; but I also told them that if they got
electoral reform they would not find them-
selves better off than they are now. We
have been told by Ministers aad others that
in this matter Queensland is lagging behind:
that this is the only State in the Common-
woalth that has not its electoral Acts on the

seme lines as the Federal Acts. It is true
that most of the States have a franchise
similar to the Federal franchise, except

Queensland, but it is not truec that any of
the Australian States has an Elections Act
similar to the Xederal Flections Act. [The
Houw SECRETARY : No one said that.] Yes.
you will find it in Hansard. [The HoMr
SECRETARY : Who said that 7] The Premier
and others. 'Government members: No, no!]
Well, when the Elections Bill ccmes on, I will
turn up Hansard and show you. Now, I have
taken the trouble to inquire into the truth of
this, and I find that in Victoria they have
manhood suffrage, electors’ rights. residence
for twelve months before obtaining right :
‘also, persons can get a vote if they have pro-
nerty worth £50 clear or annual value of £5.
I have taken these figures from Coghlan’s
Jlatest book,  In Bouth Australia they have
adult suffrage, but they have to be six months
on the roll before they can vote. In New
South Wales women have votes, but it was
only on the 6th August last that they exercised
their right. Then in New South Wales vou
cannot be a voter unless you have lived twelve
months in the State and three months in the
district. In Tasmania a recent Act gives votes
to women, but there must be twelve months’
residence in the State; and in Western Aus-
tralin voters must be six months on the roll
before they can vote, and there is more than
one qualification. In New Zealand, that so-
called paradise of the working man. about
which we have heard so much nonsense, they
have adult suffrage, but the voter must be
one year in the State and three months in the
district.  We are told that we should come into
line with the Federal Acts, but I do not know
a single Australian State that has its Elections
Acts on the same lines as the Federal Acts.
[The Home SECRETARY: How do you know we
are going to propose anything of the sort?]
I am veey olad if vou are not. I should not
have referred to the matter but for the
repeated assertion during the election cam-
paign that Queensland 1s lagging behind in
this matter. With the single exception that
wonien have not a vote. Queensland is almost
as advenced n electoral reform as any Stare
in Australia. [Government members: No, no!
Men can’t get on the roll.} Why can't they
get on the roll? The conditions here are very
much the same as in the other States. If there
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are 30,000 off the roll, move than half that
number would be opponents of Labour, for in
my experience the Labour organisers take
zood care to keep their men on the rolls. If
there are 30,000 off the roll, it is their own fault.
1 heard of one bank manager out West who
would not go on the roll for fear that it
might injure his business. [Mr. Hamivron:
Weo'll have them on the roll next election.]
1 shall be very glad, because if more had been
on the roll I would have had a very much bigger
wmajority. Ithink I am rightinmy attitude in
regard fo this question, and I am saying now to
the House exactly what I said to my electors
vwhen addressing them a few weeks ago. If
women are to have votes, then it is only
reasonable that they should be allowed to
vote by post. We were told by the Press that
the Federal elections in December last were
decently and properly conducted. but 1 have
Leen told of poliing-places about Brisbane
where there were scenes of an improper
character, and I think that unless we allow
women o vote by post a very large number
of them will refrain from exercising the
franchise. Possibly it may be desirable that
in townships women should ke required to
<0 to the polling-booth to record their votes.
But is it reasonable that women in the Western
districts. who may be living 30 or 40 miles
from the nearest polling-booth, should he
cxpected to travel that distance to vote? If
the Government cannot see their way to in-
seri 2 provision in their Bill allowing all
women to vote by post. I hope they will
make provision for women outside townships
to record their votes by post. We are told
something in the Speech about the registra-
tion of clubs. I think that is a very good
measure. but it is possible thatit will not gofar
enough. We certainly waut_an amendment
of the licensing law. [The PREMIER: Since
when have you discovered that?] I have said
that before, and I have said publicly that the
day would probably come when the State
would have to deal in a very drastic manner
with the lquor trafic. If there is any one
particular thing in which it is legitimate that
the Stafe should receive a certan amount of
profit from the business instead of allowing
it all to zo to the individual, it is the Hquor
irade. But certainly an amendment of the
present law is required. All over the Western
country, wherever the Towns Police Act
applies, the license fee for a publican is £30.
A licensed victualler in Queen street pays
exactly the same fee as a publican in Charle-
ville and in other towns out West. If there is
to he an amendment of the law, I would
suggest to the Government that they seriously
take into consideration whether it is not
desirable to reduce the license fees in Western
districts. and considerably increase them in
places like Brisbane. If an hotel in Queen
street paid a license fee of £109 or £i50 a
vear. there would be no more injustice in that
than in exacting a fee of £30 from a licensee in
the Western districts. Should the Government
act on this suggestion, I believe they would
receive an increused revenue from license fees:
but, whatever the financial result might be. it
would be a step in the right direction. I have
so far dealt mainly with the contents of the
Governor’s Speech. I purpose now dealing
very briefly with some things which are nos
in the Speech. The most important omission
to which I shall refer is the question of a
reduction in the number of members of the
Assembly. The Premier has told us that we
have no mandate from the people to deal with
this question. Why is it that we have no
mandate from the people’ It is only a few
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weeks since that we on this side of the House
begzed the bon. gentleman to put this ques-
tion before the electors, but he declined to do
so. I do not believe in submitting smalil
matters to the people by means of a referen-
dum, but I certainly think that if the Govern-
ment are not prepared to take the {ull respon-
sibility of a matter of this kind on their own
shoulders, the next best thingis to submitit to
a referendum. But is there anything in the
argament that if it is submitted to the people
we should have a general election immediately
afterwards? If there is anyvthing in thar
argument, is there not quite as much in the
argument that if we pass a Bill providing for
adult franchise we should immediately after-
wards go to the country® If we decide that
all the women in Queensland shall have votes,
are we justified in continuing for three years
with one-half of the electors in the State dis-
franchised? If I had my cholce as to which
of the two measures—the measure for a refer-
endum on the question of a reduction in the
number of members of the Assembly and the
measure for adult franchise-—should be delayed
or postponed. I should say the latter. But 1
think that the two measures ahould be dealt
with about the same time. We have been
told that there ix no general feeling through-
out the country in favour of a reduction in the
zumber of members. T do not know what
the feeling may be in the Warwick district.
or at that particular place where Mr. Watson
was treated so badly—1 should not attach
much importance to the latter if I did know—
but I c¢an say that wherever I went in the
Western country, even men who were strongly
opposed to me politically applauded any refer-
ence I made in favour of a reduction in the
number of members. Wherever I went there
was practically unanimity as to the absolute
necessity for a substantial reduction in the
number of members in this House. We are a
kind of glorified shire council, in which
aevcnty-two members transact business that
probably half that numbker could transact
equally well. Every State in Australia. with
the exception of Queensland, has made a very
considerable reduction in the number of the
members of its Assembly. The New South
Wales Government shirked the question until
they were compelled to submit the matter to
a referendum. and then the country by an
overwhelmineg majority decided that they
should be reduced from 125 to 90. And reduc-
tions have been made in all the other Austra-
lian States. At the present time New South
Wales has one member to every 14,754 of the
population: Vietoria has one member for
every 17.758 of the population; while Queens-
land has one member for every 7.178 of the
population. Are we to be told that public
sentiment is very different in Queensland from
what it is in all the other Australian States—
that comething which is looked upon as neces-
sary and urezent in those States is not con-
sidered at all in Queensland? However cor-
rectly the Premier may judze the feeling of
Queersland in other matters. he is altogether
mistaken when he tells the Tlouse that there

is no strong or general feeling in favour
of a reduction in the number of members
of this Assembly. Wherever I have gone
I have found the feeling in favour ot
a reduction very strong and general. But
I do not confine my observations to the

Warrego district. I was recently on the
Daxling Downs, and wherever I have met with
and spoken to people I have found
that nine out of every ten of
them are of the opinion that it is
perfectly absurd. after one-third of our busi-
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ness has been handed over to the Federal
Parligment, that wec should retain the same
number of members as we had before feder-
ation came about. It is well known to most
members that thirty-nine subjects were
handed over to the Federal Parliament, and yet
we still retain seventr-two members, and each
of the five or six Ministers receives £1,000 a
yvear or will receive it in the course of a few
weeks. I do not like to say for one moment
that hon., members and the remier, in
opposing a reduction of members, are actuated
by any selfish or pecuniary considerations. I
am willing to give to every man the same
credit as I claim for myself; but I think that,
with the exception of the Tabour members—
who. I understand. are, in the main, opposed
to any reduction—the greater number of merm-
bers of this House. if they voted as they really
feel on the subject, would xote in favour of a
large reduction of members. 1 do not speak
of a tinpot reduction of five or six. [The
Prestigr: The late Government were not
unanimous on the subject.] Well, I was not
a member of the late Government. I am glad
to say I am not a member of the present Go-
vernment; but what does it amount to, after
all, if the late Government were not unani-
mous on the subject? Is there any Govern-
mnm that is unammom upon all subjects?

I do not care 2id. whether the late Govern-
ment were unammous about it or not. [Mr.
Kerr: You were against it twelve months
ago.] I was never against it. {Mr. HAMILTON :
You were twelve months ago.] I defy any
hon. member to point to one remark of mine
inside this House or outside it that would
convey the idea that I was against a reduction
of members. As a matter of fact, I have
always been counsistently in favour of a reduc-
tion of members since federation. I trust that
the Government will, as soon as possible—if
not this session, at_any rate mnext $es8i0n—
bring in a Bill to deal with the reduction of
the number of members ; and. if there is to
he a referendum on the subject, I think they
m1ghf also put hefore the cou’qmv the questlon
of what the payment of members should be.

Personally. I do mnot think we should
have anv pavment of members at all:
but we ought to have one of two things:

either mno payment
double the

have
ought to have

T believe that. whichever
of those courses wi adopt. we will get a better
class of members than we get now: and I
Lelieve that, if we were to reduce the number
of members considerably. and either have no
pavment at all or considerably above ithe
n~resent amount. we would prohably have a
veturn to rhe times when we hadahlgher class
of members in all the Aunstralian States than

We ought to
at all. or we
present payment.

we have at the present moment. and we
should have proper ‘t"1-1““'ibl] whicl. though
on democratic lines. would be of a broader

and juster character than we are likely to
have undev existing COndlhf)I’h Before I sit
down, I would like to refer w one or two other

matters "hpw [ERRHS) ,ummon made in the
Speech of of the Mar supial
Aet. N ; o re-enacted. The
Secretary for iculture told us that to-day.]
I am pleas d o know that it is to be te-

enacted. but I liope it will not be re-evacted
without the Gavernment <ubsidv. W have
no proper nformstion on point. but I
think it would e vivtwally ki r the Aect if
there is na subsidv. In the imnoverished
condition of the Western country. the stock-
OWners AN afford to find the nece v
mWONey o 1 the dinzos and mar-
supials the Government subsidy,
they ha ave had the grearest difficalty in keeping
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them down. and in some districts  they kind of corporation which has neither body to

have now been able to do it. In taking we
stand I do in this matrer. I am arguing
against my own political inferesis, because
these scalpers. as a rule. are not oiven to
supporting me.  In the clectorate I represent
there arc something like 150 men who are
making their living by «calping. In the
one district of Augathella there are some
forty-seven of them. [Mr. Kerr: That
is where you got the hig vote.] I sup-
pose. if these cnlightened electors choose to
record an overwhelning vote in my favour.
they have a perfect right to de so. [Mr. KERR:
You know what you promised them.] I did
not promise them anything. If the subsidy is
not renewed, a sufficient amount of money will
not be available to enable the marsupial
boards to vy on thelr work in the way in
which it should be carvied out. and this nest
will not be kent in check. ost of us. I
presume. gre aware that din are included
m the Aet as wmarsupials. The dingo is
one of the most serious pests we have to
contend with in rthe West, and it might well
be a cuestion for the Ifouse +5 consider
whether it would bLe desirable to leave it
optional with the warious boards as to whether
they shall pay anr bonus at all for the destruc-
tiow of :am arove. Pecanse there are certain
Tnes

rice wiich is paid for kan-
2aroo high that men can make a
TOrY o v destroring kancaroos even if
there i+ o Vonng at all puid for their destruce-

tion. It «wiil De 2 wrear mistake if the Govern-
ment adopt the caeeseparing poliey of refus-
mg to coutinue the endowment. I make the
suggestion now. it the hone that it mav be
acted i that it 1= de-irable that discre-
dounary p hould be given to the mar-
supial boards either to wive or not to cive a
bouus for the destruction of kangarcos. There
is another matter also which is not referred to
in the Governor's Speech. and which. appa-
rently, has not been referred to during this
debate so far, and [ am rather surprised at it
Taking a great interest as I do in the great
bulk of the people, particularly those who
carn their living by manual labour, I regret
exceedingly that no reference has been made
to the unemployed question. There was a
time when hon. members opposite sympathised
with the unemployed. I regret to think that
that time has passed away. I remember on
several occasions, when there were not so
many unemployed as there are now, the
adjournment of the House was moved to deal
with the question. I assure you that it is a
very vital question. and that whatever it is
possible for the Government to do on legiti-
mate lines should ke done towards finding
work for the unemployed. I was told lately
that there is one big works where 300 men
used to be employed. and the number is now
down to forty. There is another place not
fe away from the district vepresented by the
bon. memhers for Gympie. and I helieve it is
practically shut up. There is a great deal of
distress in various places, and as far as I
have hewvd the Gavernment are doing nothing
to relieve the present distress. [The PREMIER:
It is only a few weelts since you were denoune-
mg the Government for starting relief camps. ]
I am astonished at the Premier making a
remark like that. [The PrEMIER: You should
be astonished at vour own short memory. ]
1 will show the 'hon. gentleman that ‘my
menmory is not so short. To begin with, it
would pain me very much to denounce the
Premier for anything. I have always had a
great regard for the hon .gentleman, and I
should like to think that it was reciprocated.
Of course we know that a Government is a

[Mr.P.J. Lealy.

he kicked nor soul to be damned. I am an
opponent of the Government, but I trust the
Premier will not take anything I have to say
against the Governmoent as a denunciation of
brmeolf personally. I have nothing but praise
for the hou. gentlcman. I did not denounce
the Goverument a few weeks ago hecause they
found work for the unemployed.  What I
blawned them for was that instcad of giving
work in a number of districts, they confined
the work to a few districts near the coast, and
particnlarly districts represented by Ministers.
[The PrEMIER: But vou said just now that
they did not do anything: how does that
harmoniss with vour present statemsent?] I

ds mot think 1 said they did nothing.
I said they were doing nothing. IBesides,
the hon. gentleman, as a Journalist

and a man of wide experience. must know
that a man, when addressing an audience,
leaves something to imagination and intelli-
gence.

It appears to me that the Govern-
ment have no adequate conception of this very
important subject, and if they do anything
further for the unemployed I hope the work
will be distributed in a number of districts,
instead of being confined to the coast. {Mr.
HaumrrTox: If the work that ought to be given
to local people was given there would be
no unemployed.] There may be something in
that siatement, but it is quite enough for me
to answer for my own sins without taking
those of other people on my shoulders. When
being interviewed, the hon. member said if a
man desired to shift his cattle there was
nothing to prevent him. In the same way if
a man has employment to give he must be
permitted to choose his own employees. 1
contend that the Government are doing very
little at the present time to assist the unem-
ploved, and it seems incredible that a party
which professes to be interested in the work-
ing man should be so silent on this guestion.
I should like to say, in conclusion, that this
Government has a very great opportunity. It
has come back with an unprecedented majo-
rity. [Mr. Haurrrox: Which yvou did not
anticipate.] Let me tell the hon. gentleman
that there are many persons who did not anti-
cipate it, and I venture to think the Labour
party most of all. Tt would be very interest-
ing to consider for a moment the reason for
their majority. Was this a Labour triumph
or a Morgan triumph? [Mr. HamirTox: It
was not a Leahy triumph.] The Leahy family
have come out as well as anyone. Ther are
not weakened in numbers, and have nothing
to regret on that score. [Mr. Woons: You
were very near being weakened.] Let me tell
the hon. member that if he gets into Paradise
by the same majority as I oot here he will be
all right. It is just as well that we should
recognise facts, whether they are pleasant or
unpleasant. I recognise that to a large cxtent
this has been a JNlorgan triumph., and that
unless they were made respectable by the
Morgan Government no such Jarge numkber ot
Labour members would have been returned.
I do not use the word offensively. but to b
connected with that Government vave them a
species of prestige without which they would
not have come back as strong as they are. 1
think that should make them consider very
carefully what the future is going to be. I
sincerely trust that those hon. members who
sit behind the Premier will loyally carry out
their pledges to the country. It would be just
as well if bon. members would recognise that
it was the Morgan platform which was before
the country. and that that was what thoy
were elested on. Aund after all the Morgan
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orm 13 prectically the Philp platform. the
Government having endeavoured to

out all the important items of
platform. [My, HaMiLron: They never
smendedd 10 caryy  them out.] Let us ol
down t‘ze Morgan manifesto and see what
amounts to. We are told we shall have
i s Into agricultural districts.
"ho initiated that ? It was initiated by the
late Government, who instructed Mr. George
ps. fifteen or eighteen months ago, to
¢ the nec zary surveys. Do not we know,
that the late Government had a Bill pre-
{13 confer the adult franchise? And
perfectly sincere in it. Two and
ago, when they went before the
camniry, it had the foremost place in their
prog crmme. When they met Parliament it
vas iu the frout rank of their proposals. It is
the same with all the other matters of import-
ance mentioned in the Governor's Speech.
Consequently I say that, although the mem-
bers on the other side have been returned on
the Premier’s manifesto, we on this side need
not consider it as a defeat ; because, although
it s a u‘:“af for ourselves, it is an endorqe-
ment and a triumph of the political principles
we have always repres Omej) Our principles
hq\e wrinmphed though another party has
heen appointed to carry them out. [Mr.
WERR : But vou stood as an independent.]
Two and a-half years ago Istood asa straight-
out opponent of the Labour party, and as a
ilower of Mr. Philp. [Mr. KERrk: But not
this time.] Let the hon. member turn up
my  clection address of six weeks ago and
the reports of my speeches—and I have
never complained of being unfairly reported—
and he will see that I stood not as an inde-
pendent candidate, but as an uncompromising
apponent of the Labour-Morgan coalition. I
approved of the manifesto of Sir Arthur Rut-
ledge. defended his action, and supported him
strongly. I never called myself an indepen-
Gent. [Mr. KErr: Did not the Mail quote
vou as an independent 7] I read the Madl
regularly. and never saw such a statement in
it. I was about to say that the Premier has
a great opportunity before him. The country
has returned him by an overwhelming majority
to carry out a programme somewhat similar
to the programme advocated by the party
with which I am associated. Consequently,
whatever portion of the Government pro-
gramme is similar to that enunciated by the
Jate Premier I must vote for, whichever side
of the House it comes from. Probably two-
thirds of the Premier’s manifesto I can vote
for, and the same thing may be said with
1ega:d to most members on this side of the
House. The hon. gentleman having received
the endorsement of the electors, has come into
power at a time when the long drought has
broken, and when there is everv sign of a
continnance of good seasons. e has an oppor-
tunity which no man in Qucensland probably
far the last quarter of a century has had. Asa
tree iy judged by its fruits so will the present
Government be judged by its works:; and if
they are false to any of the ideals they have
cut before the country, and do things which
they have not led the country to believe they
®ntended to do, the day of reckoning will come
round ; and when it comes it may be found that
this party, small and insignificant as it is at
present,will again occupy the Treasury benches.

Mr. CAMERON (Evrislane North):
move the adjournmens of the debate.

I bag to

Question put and passed ;5 and the resumption
of the debate made an Order of the Day for
Tuesday next.

"27 SEprEM

BER.]  Electwin yf Chairnan. 43

ADJOURNMENT.

The P{‘h.\i“‘}m: i ng o wove that the
House, at its rising, do adjourn until Tuesday
nexs. 1t was understoud that the House would
not commence to =it «n Friday before nexb
week.

“Juesticn pub und passel

The PREMIER: T heg to move that the
Houss do newadjonrn, On T uesday we propose
to the motion for the \uwin'll\]l)!l of the
Sranding Orders, and it thas is corred we will
t:dx&“'k_‘ Suyply Bill. Hon membeuvnll under-
stsnd, when the House rose last session, we
were yranted Supply which carried us to the
end «)i this wenth; that is to say, we requive
‘*uppiv hefore money can be paid to the serviess,
Tt is desirable, therefore, that the Supply Bill
should oe reken »n Tuesday vext.  Lhope it will
not cerupy mnel time, and theveafter we shall
proceed with the ad}oumed devateon the Address
n Reply.

Question put and passed.

The House adjourned at twenty-eight minutes
$9 11 o’clock.






