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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY . 

. WEDNESDAY, 13 ,JULY, 1904. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. A. 8. Cowley, He>·bert) 
took the chair at half-past ;3 o'clock. 

SUPPLY. 
:MESSAGE l<'HQ)l THE GOVERXOH. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
me,sage from His Excellency the (7overnor 
recommending the appropriation of £350,000 
from consolldated revenue account; £30,000 
from trust and special funds, and £100,000 
from loan fund account. 

On the motion of the PREY!Il<~R (Hun. A. 
~lorgan, lVa?'?uick), the rneHsage wns ordered to 
be r·rinted and re-ferred to Committee of Supply 
when constituted. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid on the table, were 
ordered to be printed:-

(1) Report of the Officio! Trustee in In­
solvency, Townsville, for the year 1903. 

(2) Report of the Government Statistician 
on agricultural and pastoral statistics 
for 1803. 

(3) Return to an Order, relative to names of 
persons who left the public service and 
of persons admitted between the 15th 
September, 1903, and 17th May, 1804, 
m<>de by the HousP, on motion of ::\Ir. 
J'viacartney, on the 2ud June last. 

(4) Report of the Public Service Board for 
the year 1903. 

(5) Report of the Agent-General for Queens­
land for the year 190:1. 

Hon. A. Morgan.] 
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QUESTION. 
LETTERS re STORAGE OF BARLEY. 

Mr. vV ATSON ( Cunningham) asked the 
Chief Secretary-

1. Will he ;ay on the tahle of the House copy of 
letter received by him from Mr. R. Alexander, of Emu 
Vale, in connection with barley stored by him in the 
Warwick grain-shed? 

2. Also copy of letter received by him from Mr. 
Stockwell in answer to Mr. R. Alexander's complaint? 

The PREMIER replied-
The answer to both '(Uestions is-Yes. I lay the 

papers on the table. 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS. 

The PREMIER, in moving-
That so rnuch of the Standing Orders be suspended; 

for the remainder of the session, ns would otherwise 
prevent the immediate COlJstitution of the Commi 'tees 
of /Supply and Ways and MeHDS the receiving of reso­
lutions on the same day on which they shall have 
passed in those committees, and the passing of an 
Appropriation .Bill through all its stages in one day-

said : The purpose and object of this motion 
have been made clear, I take it, by recent events 
in the House. It is a step necessary for the 
conclusion of the present ses,ion. I do not 
know wh,;t object the hon. member who leads 
the Opposition had in calling "Not formal," 
and I do not know that it is necessary for me, in 
submitting the motion. to offer any further 
explanation or justification for it. [Government 
members: Hear, hear.] I think it is qnite clear 
to the hon. gentleman and to the House. I 
submit the mocion, Sir. [Government members: 
Hear, hear !] 
'' HoN. Sm A. RUTLEDGE (Maranoa): The 
Hon. the Premier affects. surprise that I should 
have called "Not formal" to this motion, but I 
think he might have anticipated or supposed 
that I should have been failing in my duty if I 
had not done so, so as to afford him an oppor­
tunity of giving a little information to the 
House. This is not an ordinary occasion, the 
circumstanc' s are not of a usual character, and 
I think the House was entitled to hear from the 
hon. gentleman something as to what the inten­
tions of the Government are with respect to the 
dissolution. I refer parLicularly to the time 
when the dissolution is expected to be pro­
claimed, and also the time when the elections 
are to take place. These are m >ttters of very 
great import"nce to hon. members, and I do not 
think that we are called upon to take on trust, 
without the smallest communication of any 
kind, either privately or publicly, what the 
intentions are with reg•rd to these important 
matters. [The PREMIER: I am prepared to 
inform the House.] Well, I think the hon. 
gentleman should have availed himself of the 
opportunity I afforded him by calling "Not 
formal." [The PREMIER: That is the only 
difference between the hon. gentleman and 
myself.] We are entitled to the courtesy, at all 
events, of such a statement. If the bon. gentle­
man had been courteous enough to h~tve given 
me some indication privately of what his inten­
tions are I might have allowed the motion to go 
as formal, but I have had no sort of communica­
tion from him-good, bad, or indifferent ; and 
when he oomes down as the Premier and 
makes a motion of this sort without giving us 
the srnallest particle of information, I think 
I have every reas•Jn to feel, on behalf of the 
Opposition sitting here, very much dissatis­
faction. [Opposition members: Hear, hear !] 
(Government laughter.) I .might go on and 
say that there have been occasions when under 

[Mr. Watson. 

circumstances like these the Opposition have 
felt fully justified in resisting at every stage 
a motion for the granting of Snpply. I could 
adduce, if it were nece.ssary, or if I thought 
it proper, a great many reasons why the· 
House should move very slowly indeed in the 
direction of giving Snpply on this occ,;sion. 
I do not know that there is any intention on 
the part of the Opposition-I myself have no­
intention of resisting in any very contentious 
way the granting of such Supplies as may be 
necessarv for the giving effect to the intention 
of the Government with regard to the dissolution 
which is shortly about to take place; but I do 
think thot we have a right to know these things. 
I shall have something to say with regard to the 
series of proposals which will be cont~ined in 
subsequent resolutions to be submitted to the 
House when thnse resolutions have been tabled~ 
but at this stage I can say that I am very 
glad the Premier has signified his willingness 
to give us this information ; and, if it is given 
fully and franklv at the present time, I do not 
supoose there will be very much diRcussion on 
the mocion which is no VI before the Hou,e. Of 
course, with regard to the other resolutions 
which will come later on, I suppo.se hon. mem­
bers will tal<e the opportunity of expressing :.ny 
opinions they have with regard to the· 
amount that will asked for to enable the Go-
vernment to carry on ; bu· at this stage I think 
we should receive explicitly the information that 
I have ouggested oug'lt to be conveyed to the 
House-first, when the dissolution is to take 
place, the day or days on which it is proposed 
the elections should be held, and also when we 
may expect the House will be called together 
after the electio• shave taken place. 

The PREMIER: I shall avail myself at this 
early stage of the rig-ht of reply which I enjoy 
in order to assure the hon. gentleman who leads 
the Opposition that I intended no discourtesy to· 
him or to hon. members opposite in refraining 
from giving, in moving the motion for tbe suspen­
sion of the Standing Orders, the infor1t1ation 
which he very properly desires on the part of his 
party in the House. The only difference between 
the hon. gentleman and myself is as to the time 
at which that information should be given. I 
thought that a later stage would be a more 
convenient opportunity of furnishing it to the 
HousP, while the hon. gentleman thinks now is 
the right time, and prefers the requflst that I 
shou;d supply rt. I am r[Uite prepared to furnish 
the information to the hon. gentleman noVI. 
We propose to dissolve .Parliament as soon 
as that step can be conveniently ta,ken. The 
exact date is a matter that is not entirely 
within my control, as the hon. gentleman 
must understand. It depPnds to some extent 
upon the action of Parliament. Assuming, 
however, that the Supply Bill necessary to cover 
the interregnum occa,ioned by the elections is 
pas.sed with reasonable despatch, it is contem­
plated to dissolve Parliament during the ensuing 
week, in order that the writs may be got out at 
latest during next week, as early as possible during 
the week, I hope; and hon. members might have 
gathered, from the nature of His Excellency's 
message read by Mr. Speaker at the beginning 
of this sitting, information which would have 
guided them to the conclusion that the period 
during which the elections will take place will be 
as brief as it is possible to make it, having 
regard, of course, to the requirements of the hw 
in respect of sufficient notice being given for even 
the remoter constituencies. vV e propose to ask 
for two months' Snpply. [Mr. J. LEAHY: That is 
reasonable enough.] That will carry us over the 
months of July and Augnst, and it will impose 
upon the new Parliament the duty of obtaining 
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further Supply before the end of September. 
That is cutting it as close as it iR safe to cut it. 
Indeed, I think that we are taking some little 
risk in being content with a request for two 
months' Supply. It has always appeared to me 
that it would have been an act of greater con­
sideration to hon. gpntlemen oppo•ite 'if we 
had ventured to ask for three months' Supply, 
because, assuming the possibility of a new 
Government being the result ol the commg 
general election-the opportunity of forming a 
Ministry and meeting the House-the length of 
time at the disposal of the new Premier will be 
extrelllely limited. That argument will not 
apply w much in the case of the present Govern­
ment, ,>tssuming the result of the elections should 
be no alteration in the position of parties in the 
House. The ad vantage, therefore, of granting 
three months' Supplies would be with the 
party opposite. However, taking the ex­
perience of the last general election as a guide, 
we find that it will be possible to poll the 
constituencies and to have the writs returned 
and the new Parliament summoned in time 
to get the necessary Supplies passed before 
the end of September. That is the course we 
propose to recommend to the House. Now, 
what happened at the last general election was 
this : The writs were issued on 5th February, 
the nominations took place on dates ranging 
from 15th February to 7th March, and the 
polling took place on 11th March, all the 
electorates being polled on the same day. The 
writs were ordered for return by lOth April. 
,Those dates covered a period of two months and 
five days. [Mr. J. HAMILTON: The House was 
not sitting then, and men were able to go to 
their constituencies two months before Feb­
ruary.] The hon. member for Cook will see 
that I am 'not dealing with reasons now. I am 
simply dealing with facts. W,e propose, if pos­
sible-as 1 have already intimated to the House­
to have the writs ready for issue next week. The 
dates of the nominations have not yet been 
fixed, but they will probably be in groups, 
following the course of the last general elec­
tion. The present proposal is to take the 
polls on 27th August, and allow until 17th 
September for the return of the writs., Tbat 
will occupy rather less than two months-one 
week less than was occupied during the pre­
ceding general election; and, remembering that 
under the law we can expedite the return of 
certain writs, if it is necessary to do so, 
by telegraph, it will admit of the new Parlia­
ment being called together bv the middle of 
September, and afford a new Government suffi­
cient time to form, meet the House, and obtain 
Supplies before the end of September. I think 
hon. members will see that, while we are 
endeavouring to give sufficient time even for the 
remoter constituencies, we are also endeavouring 
to circumscribe the interregnum as much as 
possible ; and I think the House generally will 
agree that the proposed arrangements are pr'l­
bably the best that can be suggested under the 
circumstances. At any rate, that is the view 
that Ministers take of the dates I have 
mentioned, and I think they will commend 
themselves to hon. members on both sides of 
the Houae. [Government members: Hear, hear!] 
However, if there are reasons for altering any of 
the suggested dates, I am quite prepared to 
listen to them and to meet them if possible. It 
will be recognised, of course, that the cases of 
such remote electorates as Cook, Carpentaria, 
Gregory, and Bulloo govern the situation to a 
large extent. It is desirable to remember, as 
the member for Cook has pointed out, that the 
circumstances in the present case are somewhat 
different to the circumstances connected with an 
ordinary general election. In the case of an 

ordinary general election the Hou~e is in recess, 
and hon. n.embers, anticipating a diss••lution, 
have already got to their constituencies, and 
are ready for the fray. In the pre>ent case, 
hon. members are assembled in the discharge 
of their duties, and it wiil be nece;sary for 
them to get back to their constituencies­
some of them in remote parts of the country­
carry on their campaign, and get back to the 
House when it is called together. The situa· 
tion, therefore, is not altogether analogous to 
the case of a dissolution following the expiry of 
Parliament by eft!uxion of time, I think the 
dates I have suggested will be admitted to be 
probably the best that could be suggested in 
view of the fact that we propose to ask the 
House for only two months' Supplies. If the 
dates suggested are not sufficiently long-if the 
time allowed is not sufficiently long, it will be 
necessary to ask for a larger vote. I think, 
however, the House ma.y accept the assurance 
that the matter having been clonsidered, there is 
no reason to anticipate any difficulty in polling 
the constituencies within the time named, and 
calling the new Parlh>ment together sufficiently 
early in September to allow the new Govern­
ment, which may be the outcome of the elections, 
to obtain the necessary Supplies before the 
money is actually required. [Honourable mem­
bers : Hear, hear !] 

Mr. J. LEAHY (Bulloo): I was very pleased 
to hear the Premier make the remarks he did 
jus~ now when he assured the House he would 
be guided to a large extent, if not entirely, by 
any further evidence that could be put before 
hirr. as to anything that would be ben.-ficial in 
the conduct of the elections. I think that was a 
very proper stand to take. I agree in the main 
with what he has said on this question, but I 
think there is one feature of it which requires 
some explanation, and which he should recon­
sider, and that is the time which is given 
between the date of the election and the return 
of the writs. If I followed him rightly, the date 
of ~he nomination is to be 7th Augu"t, and the 
date of polling 27th of August, and the return 
of the writ the 17th September. That is three 
weeks for the return of the writ. There is no 
part of this State that requires three weeks 
for the return of a writ. A f. rtnight would 
be ample for that. [The TREASURER : It 
quires time for the returning officer to get 
ballot-papers in from distant polling-places.] 
necessary, the returning officer can forward 
writ by telegram. [The PREMIER: But time is 
required to get the voting-papers from outlying 
polling, places to the central polling place.] rvrr. 
:FoRSYTH: That can be dolle in a fortnight.] [The 
PREMIER: We have to provide for a maximum 
period.] I think it desirable that a rea"onable 
time should be given after the nominations for 
members to go among their constituents and 
canvas the electorates, giving them an oppor­
tunity of explaining their viewe, but I see no 
reason why two or three weeks should be wasted 
before the nomination takes place. Every dis­
trict is pretty well organised. They know 
exactly who the candidates will be ; and if 
there is time to be given at all, it should 
be after the candidates are chosen. The time 
should be given there, and about three weeks 
ie proposed. I think that is a fair time. 
[The PREMIER: Some of the candidates are 
on the spot now, and some are in the House.] 
Well, I do not know that a candidate does not 
gain by being in this House rather than on the 
spot. I think, in the interests of fair election­
eering, in the interests of politics generally, and 
in the interests of the country, there should be 
as little interference by members before an elec­
tion as poseihle. It is no use going before the 
electors if they have not already made up their 

Mr. J.Leahy.] 
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minds, and when th~y have made up their minds 
some men,bers go along and tell them a one· 
sided st• •ry. I notice th•· hon. member for Cler­
rrwnt lr1oking at lXle, and a1though I \\as not 
thinking ,f him at the time, I have no he•itation 
in sa) ing that he is a master at that sort of busi­
neBs. I du not think b~cause members are in 
this Housenowthatis at•Y rea,on why such a long 
period should be allowed before the nominations. 
Last session wasanahs• •lutely barren session. This 
session is going to be barren also. If we are 
going 1 o do any work at all this year we must 
get back to this House as soon as fJ"ssible. I 
am anxious that the country should get. e'ery 
reasonabl·· opportunity, and as l<>ng a time as is 
necessary, to give a chance of Rt-lectitrg candi­
dates; but no time should be wasted. At the last 
general election only about three weeks were given 
for the nomination,< and the elections, although 
there was certainly about a month given for the 
return of the v.rits. But t.hat was becaus8 the 
Government dirl not intend to meet the House 
before July, w hi eh has been about the ordinary 
time of meeting, until lately. The elections 
were held in March, and there was no reason 
why returning officers should not, be given until 
:May for the return of the writs. I contend 
that the writs on this occasion should be re­
turned as quickly as possibl . I think they 
should be returned by the lOth. [The PnE­
J\IIER: IV c have cut down the time from 
thirty to twenty dal s.] But what was done 
at the last general election is no criterion. 
Time is an •·bj et I<Ow. \Ye want to get to 
bu-iness, and the sooner we get back the better. 
"With tbe exception of two or three, all the 
writs can get back in ten days, and there is a 
provision in the statute fnr enabling the result of 
the elections to be wrrerl down. Every time this 
Hon-e meets it costs about £400. Surely, there· 
for•, 2s. or 3s. might be SJ?ent in the return of the 
writs. I hope the Pr.mier will take into con­
sideration thP urgent necessity-the absolute 
necessity-of having the writs returned as soon 
as possible, and if "e can only reduce the time 
by one day, then let us reduce it. I think the 
hon. gentleman might \"ery fairly consider 
whether the time for the return of the writs 
could not be cut down tn the lOth Sep•ember. 
That will allow a fortnight, and I arn quite 
certain that every one can be returned in a fort­
night; and it thev cannot, then there is a provision 
made by which the returns can be wired down. 
As I said before, it cos•s £400 a day every time 
this Hon•e meets; when we sit three days a 
week that amounts to £1,200, and I do not think 

that the work done during the 
[4 p.m.J present se8sion warrants that ex-

pense. I would a,k the Premier to 
make the return of the writs as early as possible, 
and I trust that he will accept th6 assurance of 
the leader on this side that he will be aff,rded 
every legitimate assi"tance, and that there will 
be no lm•g debate during the firsc 'tages of this 
Supply Bill. I <lo not think 1 hat this should be 
made a question of party poJit,ics ;,(, all, and I 
again suggest that the 10 h September should Le 
made the date for the return of the writs. 

Mr . • T. HAMILTON (Cook): If the election 
takes place on the 27th August, that would not 
allow Inany members repreHenting outside con­
stituencies time to visit their constituents. I 
think it would be far better to postpone the 
election for an additional week-to be held on 
th.o 2nd September, and the writs returned on the 
17th September. Then the returns .,f writs for 
outside electorate<< could be sent by wire. 

HoN. R. PHILP : I have no wish to protract 
tbe debate, but I think a certain section of the 
peO!'Ie object to the proposition of balding the 
election on a Saturday. The same objection has 

[ 1V1 r. J. Leahy. 

been taken in New S •nth \Vales, and I think 
somH consideration should he shown to those who 
take t oa· V<PW. However, the matter is entirely 
in the hands of the Ministry, and if they wish 
to ride rough-shod over thA elector", 1 hey 
c~n do ~o. [Government members : Oh, ob !] 
(Laught r.) I contend that they should consider 
the le•·li• ge of everyone in this matter. [An 
honourable member: Have it on Sunday.] If 
there was an election on a Sunday, I would not 
vote, and I appeal to the Premier to consider the 
feelings of the smallest as well as the biggest 
portions of the community. There is nothi"g to 
prevent people voting on Mond"y, Tuesday, 
\Ve•mesday, Thursdav, and Friday. It does 
n"t take a whole aftern<•OU to vote. A man can 
record his vote in five minutes, but some people 
like to congregate round the booths aud howl at 
those who go to vote. I have seen numbers of 
people gather round the booths at 5 o'clock and. 
afterwards ; their feelings have overcome them, 
and evil results often occur from holding 
elections on a Saturday, especially in large 
towns. In Charters Towers the half-holiday is 
on Thursday, not Saturday, and why could not 
the election be held on that day? [Mr. DuNS­
FORD : i:laturrlay is the miners' half-holiday, and 
that is the most suitahle for them to vote.] 
I hop<> the Premier will reconsider the matter, 
and not have the election held on a Saturday. 

Question put and passed. 

JOINT COMMITTEES. 

COUNCIL'S MESSAGE. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislatlve Council inviting 
the c ·ncurrence of the Assembly in a resolution 
to the effec1 that the Buildings, Refreshment­
rooms, anrl Library Committees should continue 
their functions during the recess. 

The PREMIER moved that a rr.essage be 
returned to the Legislative Council intimating 
the concurrence of the Assembly in their resolu­
tion. 

Question put and passed. 

SUPPLY. 

The TREASURER (Hon. \V. Kirlstnn, Rock­
hampton) : I beg to move that you, Sir, do now 
leave the chair, and that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the \Vhole to consider the 
Supply to be granted to His Majesty. 

" HoN. SIR A. RUTLEDGE: I do not know 
that ve1y much time will bA taken up by mem­
bers on tbi' ,.ide of the House in di,cu,siug the 
various motions to be subrnitted, exclusive 0f the 
present one, for the pmpose of enabling the 
Government to obtain Supply, but there are two 
or three matters that I intend to refer to. I 
think we have a right to question tbe sincerity of 
the Government with regard to the proposition 
to reduce the number of members of this House. 
There is sornethin,;;- amounting very nearly to 
un"nimity in the constituencies as to the 
desirableness of reducing tbe burden which is at 
present borne by the taxpayer, imposed by 
the very large amount of representation which 
v:.rious constituencies enjoy in this House. [Mr. 
KERR: Are you 'peaking for your own con­
stituency?] I am expressing an opinion which is 
held in the constituency I repre~ent. [Mr. 
KERH: No, you don't.] I say that, although 
the hon. member and his friend sitting on 
hi,; right have been there quite recently, en­
gaged in the [Jropaganclist business which 
causes him so mnch delight, and in which, 
I regret to say, he does not take care to adhere 
to strict accuracy in the statements he makes, 
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when he undertakes his peregrinations, for the 
purpn"e of pe"uading the people that their 
political Kavionr is thP. Labour party. I have no 
objection to hilnRelf and his friend~ carryin~ on 
their operations if they would at all times 
adhere to facts, and not il.dulge in so much 
rmnancing, as characterio;;;ed those tv~-·o gentlemen 
in particular. I ,ay the counrr_; has a right to 
expect something frum the Government which is 
definite in connection • ith the reduction of the 
number of m•·m'·ers of this House. Of course, 
when we were in an isobt· d conrl.ition, as the 
other Sr ates also were b"fore federation was estab­
lished, tlwre was a ju-tification for the number 
being retain< d at -'eventy-two, but since the 
establishment of fe~eration it has been felt 
throughout all. \.ustralia th.tt the strengt.h uf the 
Parliaments whrch existed before the e'tablish­
ment of federation is no longer necessary, and 
several important States have t~ken car~ to 
effect a substantial reduction of the amount of 
taxation on the people by reducing the member­
shir> of their respective Legi3lative Assemblies. 
Thi~ thing has been done in South Australia. It has 
been done without any round>tbout proceedings 
which c'n be instituted if a Government desires 
to shelve the qu,"s'ion, or to put off the evil clay 
by po~tpnning it to some ind~-"finite time in the 
future. South Australia did this in a very brief 
time indeed, and without thre clumsy, cumber­
some, and unsatisfactory proc0~~ of a refcrenrlurn. 
[The TREASURER: They did it by accident.) 
'fhey have often done things apparently by 
ttecident in South Australia, but the accident in 
this case, as in others, was the product of 
delibera,te intention. ,Just to Inention "ne in­
stance of how they du things by accident in that 
State, I think some hon. memhers of the Legisla­
ture of South .\.ustralia, who were vi,iting 
Queensland not long agu, expressed surprise at 
our roundabout way Jf moving motions of CPnsure. 
They said, "\Ve have a much more expeditions 
waj of doing this sort of thing. As, for example, 
when the Government propr'"e 'hat this House do 
now adjourn, or Rotne other innocent 1notion of 
that sort is submitted, we simply nrg:tti,·e the 
proposal, the-reLy taking the business of the 
Government out of their hands, and the Govern­
ment retire and their successor" are called upon 
to assnme oH.ic··." That is what they do in 
South Australia. If the hon. member says the 
number of 1nembers in the Assembly ot'South 
Australia was reduced by accident, I say it w~ts 
done as much by desigu a·, by accident. The 
only accident in the matter wa< probably that 
the favourable opportunity occurred snonH than 
it was expected. Victoria also reduced very 
materially the membership of her Leg-islative 
Assembly. The same thing is about to tCLke 
plan in New South \Vales. We know that 
there was a referendum there, hut that, we 
all know, waR due to peculiarcircnrnstances, which 
also obtain to a large extent in this House at the 
present time. The Governtnent of New South 
\V ales held office by the toleration of a large 
section of politicians who had a powerf,,] repre­
sentation in the ~\ssembly, and the Government 
there adopted the rou~>dabout process of a refer­
endun1 under thP samP prel3snre aR is heing experi­
enced by the present Government in Queensland. 
I re<;ard this method of arriving- at the decision 
of the constituencies on this question as being a 
clever method of evading the r,•al question itself. 
\Ve were returned to this House, many of us. 
pledged to snpp<~rt a motion for the reduction of 
members. [Opposition members: Hear, hear!] 
That was a cardinal feature of the p<~licy of my 
hon. friend, the member for Townsville, who 
was lettder of the Government when we went to 
the country nearly two and a-half years ago. 
He declared, as part of the policy which he then 
put before the country, that there should be, a~ 

so0n as possible, a reduction in the numher of 
members of the Assembly, and the hon. member 
was returnPd to pov..er by a VPry large rr1ajority 
of the people of the country. \Vhy, then, 
should there be a necessity for going through the 
stupendous farce-for I can designate it by no 
milder term-of ar·pealing to the people by way 
of a referendum to kn w whet her there shRJ] be a 
reduction in the number of mentbers ,.f this 
Uhamber? The fallacy of tl,e arguments that are 
being used in supp,rt of this proposal is abs<~lutely 
so conspicuous that a schoolboy could see through 
it and expose it. \Vhat is to prevent the Govern­
went, if they are really in earnest in this 
matter -what is to prevent the Governn,ent 
now, as they have delayed so long dealing with 
this ques• ion, before the close of the present 
ses~iou, frorn p-tssing a Bill providing for a 
referenJum-[The PRE>ImR: That C<~mes very 
nicely from you.]-which they could r·a>s in this 
House in half an h,.ur? We should be qnite 
willing to give them the samP facilit-ies for 
passing that Bill as we are affording them for 
passtng the Supply which is asked for in this 
emergency. \Ve could pass the Bill in half an 
hour in this Chamber, and I am satisned that 
the other Uhamber would not delay it., passage. 
Now, they could pass a Bill of that sort, and 
make the question one to he submitted to the 
electors at the forthcoming election. \Vhy 
could they not do that? But no ; that is not 
what they propose to do. \Vhat they pro­
pose to do is to ha vu a general election as 
if the que>t,ion of a redurt.ion in the number 
of members of the -\_,sembly bar! nevPr been 
mentioned by anybod} ---to let it orop into 
oblivion, to keep it in the dark, and tlwn by 
and by, wht~n the nmv- Houst-> asRetnb)e:'l, if the 
pre:,,ent Government .:;hould t'till ket--p in power, 
pass a Bill to refer the matter to the pnople some 
time at the end of the new l'atliament, ant] then 
some ::-;ix or seven yea.rs afterwurOs there may be 
a chance of a reduction in the number of mem­
ber,;. I spoke a while ago of two hoo. memhers 
who had been to my e.ectorate, like the busy­
botlie.., they are, ahva,y~ intruding lilto other 
men's domains. I do not blame them for doing­
so; it i:4 a free country, and they ha,vt-> a right 
to go where they like. But what did those 
hnn. members tell the peol'le they addressed 
at Roma a few weeks ago? Tltey used all 
sorts of arguments to ~how that under no 
circumstances whatever should there be a re­
rlnction in the number of men,bers of this 
Chamber. Thev addressed spPcious argnments 
to the people t;p t.here, as it they were a lot 
of country bunq,kins who rlid not mrcler,;'and 
what the necessities of the country were. They 
sairl, "Ob, if you ha\ e a rednction in the nunl­
ber ,.f membere, it means that the c··untry 
con>ititnencies will sulfer-[OI'PO,ition member,;; 
Hear, hear !l-ane! that Brisbane will get the 
benefit," thus rai,in~ the cry of the metropolis 
I'CJ' ,-~~s the conntry, and practically ig. orin~ all 
their past professions with regarrl to the equality 
of man. I always th~>ng-ht that those persons 
belieYed in the representation of human beings; 
but when they go into the country they talk 
about the representation of territory-of shePp 
and cattle. \Vhat has become of the arguments 
used by those hon. members with regard to the 
equality of man? They have no hesitation in 
declaring that anum living ju Brisbane who has 
thousands of pounds' worth of property, and who 
employs hundreds of persons who are dependent 
upon him for a livehhoocl-they have no hesita· 
tion in proclaiming with a loud voice at every 
street corner that this man is no better than the 
loafer who begs a sixpence from him-[Govern­
ment members: No, no !]-and that the one 
man has the right to an equal share in the 
government of the country with the other man 
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They say that all men are equ:tl. That is their 
doer rine here, but when they go down to the 
country di8tricts and want to throw dust in 
the eyes of the people-they pay them the 
doubtful compliment of Bnpposing that they are 
so simple-mi,ded as that the)' cannut see thr .. u;;h 
their specious arguments-they virtually cbim 
that human beings are not to be represented, but 
territory, "beep, and cattle are also to be repre­
sented. [Mr. Dt:NSJ<'ORD: Another bo;;ey.] Tr•ese 
hon. members do not like to have th• ir incon­
sistencies exposed in this way. I say that we have 
a right to have from the Government s .. methir•g 
more than a mere empty promise that soroe day 
or other they will bring in a Bill for referring 
the question of the reduction of m em hers to the 
peo~le. vVe have a right to have had a Bill 
passed fixing the number of member" that there 
should be representing the people in this Chamber. 
Or, if they were afraid of that, here iR a c•mvenient 
opportunity provided for them by the circ m­
stances that have unexpectedly arisen iu this 
Chamher, to pass a Bill and have the thing 
decided by the electors straight away. They say 
we are opposed to their policy. I say we are 
entirely opposed to a policy which savours so 
much of-I say it without any personal dis­
respect to hon. members sitting oppo-ite-what 
I should call a policy of shuffle. (Government 
laughter.} They are in a different position. I 
dare say if we knew what the private opinions of 
some hon. members of the Government are-and 
we should not be long in arriving at the private 
opinions entertained by them-we should find 
that they believe there ought to be a reduction 
in the number of members. But th!'y are in the 
hands of their Labour masters. (Government 
laughter.) They dare not. [Mr. CowAP: And 
your masters, too.] This is just like a deal more 
we shall have by and by. I am not condemning 
hon. members of the Labour party for holding 
their views. They are perfectly entitled tn hold 
them, as I have a right to hold mine; but I have 
a supreme objection to see an hon. gentleman 
sitting there at the head of the Government who 
is not the master of his position. (Government 
laughter.} He is like a toy figure, obliged to 
dance as other people pull the strings, and that 
is the position he is in with regard to this 
matter. \Vhy has he not the courage of his 
opinions? We know what his opinions are upon 
this subject. If there was a sincere desire to 
promote the best interests of the country m this 
way, we should have something like a Bill to 
refer this question to the electors straight away. 
The bon. gentleman made a great ado some 
short time ago when he was speaking in this 
Chamber upon the subject of the amendment to 
the Address in Reply. He •aid tha<. the opposi­
tion shown in the amendment on the Add re's in 
Reply was not because the Opposition di~believed 
in the administration of the Government during 
the recess, but because they wanted to evade the 
question with regard to what he euphemistically 
calls in scnorous tones ''electoral reform." \V e 
may have our own ideas as to whether all the 
electoral proposals that are promised to he ,;ub­
mit.ted by the Premier partake of anything in 
the nature of reform. \Ve know that they imply 
a good deal of electoral change in one sense or 
another, but whether they are all actually reform 
in the highest and best sense I, for one, take leave 
to seriously doubt. The hon. gentleman knows 
very well that if the Opposition had been so 
opposed to this question of electoral reform they 
could have postponed their opposition, which 
took the form of an amendment, to a few weeks 
later on. The electoral reform so called was the 
first thing placed upon the paper-was the first 
thing to be forced down the throats of members 
of this Assembly by the majority which the hon. 
gentleman then had-and if we had resisted the 
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electoral reform which would be submitted in due 
course, we should only have had to wait a few 
weeks longer, and the same result would have 
followed as followed in the case of the amend­
ment which was moved, and in the division which 
was so disastrous to the prEstige of the Govern­
m~nt. VVe could then have expressed our 
opinions upon that, and we should have been 
just probably where we are to-day, so that there 
is nor much ground for a grievance on the part 
of the hun. gentlem>1u, or justificati,m for his 
saying that we took the opportunity of express­
ing our opposition to his electoral reform mea­
sure so called, by moving an amendment which 
was moved, censuring them for their admini,tra­
tion. There is nothing at all in that contention. 
We were quite prepared to deal with p]ectoral 
reform when it came up. We should have had 
to wait only a few weeks longer before being called 
upon to deal with it, so that the matter was '"' 
broad as it was long. But now what do we find? 
That the Government are now going to the con­
s•ituencies after having been virtually censured 
for their administration during the recess-to 
appeal to the people to he returned, not because 
they were good boys in the past in the matter of 
the admini,tration, but because the Opposition 
are naughty boys, who do not want anything in 
the shape of electoral reform. I say that we do 
want electoral reform. \Ve want electoral reform 
to take this shape first and foremost-that the 
number of members of this House shall be 
reduced, and that the people of this country 
shall be saved from a burden of taxation t"o 
the extent of .£5,000 to £7,000 per annum. \Ve 
are in a position to make a saving of that amount 
in the expenditure of the revenue of this country 
by an immediate reduction in the number of 
members of this House. fThe PREMIER: Even 
the Opposition bench is not agreed upon that 
point.] I do not suppose you will find absolute 
agreement on any subject whatever. [Dr. GARDE: 
The majority are agreed.] There has not been a 
formal expression of opinion on the part of hon. 

1 members constituting the Opposition ; but if I 
am in a position to speak for them, I c>1n 
only repeat what was so well said by my hon. 
friend, the member for Townsville, when he 
declared that as a body we were in favour of it. 
He himself as the leader of the party was 
strongly in favour of it, and thA Bills were actu­
ally in print to give effect to his views, and would 
have been carried without difficulty had the 
situation remained as it was before September 
laHt. Had we been allowed to go on with our 
reform, which was genuine reform-( Government 
laughter}-and not assumed reform. had we been 
allowed to go on with this, we should have had a 
very different state of things in Queen,land from 
what we have at the present time. [Mr. KERR: 
Stage thunder.] There is no one who is such an 
adept at stage thunder as the hon. member for 
Barcoo, only there is no lightning asRociated 
with his thunder. I like to have a little light­
ning associated with mine. I do not wish to 
discuss the financial questions, which I am hardiy 
competent to discuss in the way they ought to bt> 
treated. My hon. friends who sit over here-the 
hon. member for Ipswich, Mr. Criub, who was 
formerly Treasurer, and my hon. friend, the mem­
ber for Townsville-will no doubt have something 
to say with regard to the financial condition of 
C_\ueensland, and what the duty of the Government 
is in connection with that financial condition. 
\Vhat is the fact? I say, in all seriousne8s, that 
the Government, in adopting the course they 
have followed in retiring from the position which 
they held as the controllers of the business of this 
House-they retired from the position they occu­
pied, and could have continued without chaJlenge 
to occupy if they were determined to nse that 
position for the benefit of the people of the 
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country in providing for thbm those facilities 
which are necessary in order to enable them 
to eecure the greatest advantages from their 
occupation of the land, and so forth-they 
have "hown a disposition to subordina.te the 
best interests of the people of the country 
to the political necessities and prejudices of 
hon. gentlemen who Rit behind them, and 
with whom they are temporarily a""ociated. 
It is a very poor kind of policy indeed. A" has 
been so eloquently said by the hon. memher for 
Mackay, Mr. Dalrymple, the people did not 

wane Yotee, they wanted vicGuals. 
[UlO p.m.] \Vhen they were asking for bread, 

the hon. gentleman was offering 
them a stone. "Never mind the fact that you 
are not able to get your produce to market ! 
Never mind the bet that there are difficulties in 
connection with securing an ad•quate return for 
your labours on the land ! We are going to 
give you votes, and that will compensa.te for 
everything." I read a paragraph in either 
yesterday's or this morning's Cou·rier. I think 
it was a telegram which came from Rockhamp­
ton, and anything that comes from Rockhampton, 
I suppose, is to be received with profound respect. 
'vV e are not supposed to challenge anything 
that comes from Rockhamptnn, and I think this 
piece of news came from Rockhampton. It said 
that ::VIr. Thomson, the butter expert, had been 
there and had ex pressed the deliberate view 
that no less than £30,000 had been lost last ye»r 
by reason of the defective condition of the butter 
that was shipped from want of proper facilities 
enabling those who get their living by raising 
cream and supplying creameries to obtain an ade­
quate return from their labour. [The PREMIER : 
'vVhat about the very large sum which was lost 
because people would not brand their cattle in 
the right place ?] This expert, who was going 
to accomplish such wonders-as we all hoped 
and believed he would-and who, I "ee, is now 
leaving us in absolute disgust, says that £30,000 
was lost last year ; and what do we find? I 
hoped that the Secretary for Agriculture would 
see, above all things, before going into this miser­
able business of meddling with the electoral 
system of the country at the present time, that 
he would have endeavoured to do away with 
every impediment in the way of our da1rymen 
securing the best return for their toil ; and that 
that would have been assured to them before a 
single step forward in any other direction was 
taken. ['l'he SEcRETARY ~'OR AGRICULTURE : 
You will get that before the New Year.] 
We will get it "in the sweet by and by." 
[The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE! In the near 
by and by.] But we are asked to waste all this 
precious time while twice £30,000 may soon be 
wasted. [The SECRETARY l!'OR AGIUOULTURE: 
That is all problematical.] I have the statement 
of the expert with regard to what has been lost. 
[The SECRETARY E'OR AGRICUr-TURE: You have 
the newspaper report.] Here is legislation wait­
ing, and that ought to have been passed by this 
House to help these unfortunate people in their 
trouble, and everything is to go by the board 
that a certain section of the people may secure 
political ascendancy. [The SECRE'rARY FOR AGRI­
CULTURE: That Bill will be on the statute-book 
just as early.] If the contemplation of that 
kind of thing pleases the Government it does 
not please me, and it does not please a great 
many others of those who are the best friends 
of the people of this country, whether they 
are working people or any other kind of people. 
[Mr. DUNSFORD : It would have been through 
this session if you had not bee,n on a rat­
catching expedition.] I do not propose to take 
up any more time at this stage of the pro­
ceedings. I think, however, that the Govern­
ment have a right to give us some information 

before the vote is passed upon several important 
subjects. They have a right to give us informa­
tion as to how they propose to deal with certain 
losse8 that have been and are likely to be in­
cnrred. We know that the Land Court has 
given several rlecisions btely, the result of 
which will be a loBs of, I suppose, from £15,000 
to £20,000 a ye>tr in our land revenue. That 
has to be made up somehow. Then there will 
be the loss occa&ioned by the expiration of the 
Special Retrenchment Act. I do not know 
what the intentions of the Government are on 
that subject. I suppo8e we will get some light 
upon it in the course of the discussion from the 
Treasurer as to whether the G .. vernment propose 
to put a period to the operations of that Act, 
which was only pas,ed for two years, and was not 
intended by the previous Government to last a 
day beyond that. (Government laughter.) And I 
do not know whether thf' Government propose to 
do anything in the matter of the Income Tax Act. 
Wh>tt are they going to do about that? [The 
PREMIER : Has not the hon. gentleman read the 
Governor's Speech?] Yes ; I have read the 
Governor's Speech, which indicated that the 
tax was to be reimposed with an alteration by 
which there should be certain exemption. That 
exemption means a loss, and I want to know 
how they are going to make up these several 
deficiencies. [The PREMIEB : The hon. gentle­
man might himself be charged with that duty.] 
It is very kind of the hon. gentleman to suggest 
the possibility of that; but, while hA says it, I 
think he does not, in his heart, believe anything 
of the sort. [The PREMIER : I am not sure. 
'l'he House is going to the country, and 
the hon. gentleman might be the head of 
the new Government.] vVe all know that. 
We know all the possibilities that exist. [Mr. 
TURNER: You know the probabilitie", too.] 
[Hon. R. PHILP : They do not mean to 
do anything in regard to the Special Retrench­
ment Act.] I think I saw some indication the 
other day in the Press which led me to believe 
that the Government, after all, were going to 
try to dish the Opposition by forestalling them 
in the matter of the Special Retrenchment Act. 
They knew very well that it was the intention 
of the late Government not to renew the Act 
after it expired by eflluxion of time. They 
think now that, because they are about to go 
to the country, it would be a good thing to 
anticipate the Opposition and try to make 
believe that " fJodlin is the friend of the civil 
servant. not Short "-that thev are the benefac­
tors who are prepared to do s'uch good things to 
the people who were reduced by from 10 to 15 
per cent. two years ago. But I do not think those 
gentlemen, who have real grounds for grievance 
agotinst the pre~ent Government, a.re going to 
be placated by any such hollow pretence as this. 
But, whate\·er may be the motive which :tctuated 
the Government in attempting to do this thing, 
it will become them to tell u~ how they propose 
to mako good the deficiency which will be 
created of £80,000 or £90,000 per annum by 
permitting this Act to expire. How do they 
propose to make up this deficiency? How do 
they propose to make up the deficiency of 
£15,000 or £20,000 in the land revf:nue? How do 
they propose to make good the loss that will 
ensue from their preposed alteration in the 
income tax, and what are they going to do 
in other respects ·1 All these things that will 
happen during the present year, will make up, 
together with the deficit of £25,000 which 
existed at the end of the finanCJal year, 
a deficit of between £200,000 and £300,000. 
not to speak of what may be lost by the amend· 
ment of the Income Tax Act, and I do not know 
how they are going to make provision for th .. t. 
But this is all a secondary consideration now. 
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"Let the finances take care of themselves; we 
are going to give the people votes," say the Go, 
vernment. [Mr. LESINA: Both votes and vic­
tuals.] I do not know where the victuals are to 
come from. It is appalling at the [Jresent time 
to cnnternplate the state of things existing in 
this city and elsewhere by reason of the With­
drawal of capital which used to flow in regularly 
here for pnr[JOS8S ot ill Vestment. vVaJk Up and 
down queen "treet and you will se., thirty or 
forty shops, that used a] ways t<J be let and doing 
good busine,s, empty. Go tn South Brisbaue, 
and in the principal street it is melauch<>ly to 
contemplate the existence of an even worse state 
of things. People are now pressed for £1 
who formerly were always in po&se,sion of 
sufficient money for their reasonttble require­
ments. It is only tho>e who c .. me m contact with 
business rueu, a d who lod{ beneath the surfact-', 
who are aware of the actual app,t!ling state of 
affairs. I ask, To what are we to attnbme it? 
To the same >et .,f f>tets whicl1 is influencing 
capitalists in Great Britain and elsewhere from 
investing their money. One uf the first things 
with which we are threatened bv the L<>uour 
party is a land tax. [Mr. LESIN;I. : They have 
it in other States.] It is 1 he tact of the existence 
of sociu.list,ic h·gi::;lation which is drivmg away 
those n1en who are in pt•f:..st:ssion of capi(,al, }1nd 
whom htm. members Of'posite refer to ltv the 
opprobrious h-·rw of "boodlers, 'J the rneaning of 
which I do not understand. Thb is not a matter 
for amusen1ent. Jr, is a, matTer ful' verv serious 
consirleration on the part ,,f every man who has 
the welfare of this State of <-2ueensland at heart. 
Until confidence is rest .. red, until something is 
attempted by the Guvernntent beyond the plan 
of increa,ing the number of arlberents of that 
policy which believes in huntmg C'lpital out of 
the countrv~until we have au entirely diffe,ent 
condition nf things we shall never have a con­
tented and prosperous people in Quesnsland. I 
know what 1s going on. Every day I [Jass by 
groups of men at the street corners id!~ and un­
mnployed. \VhAn hon. InBntb~-'JB sitti11g on 1his 
front bench constituted the Government of the 
country, these fl-all1f' 1nen were harangned 8\ ety 
day opposite tbe Treasury Bnildingo by inte­
rested pm·ties pnt up to the jolt, who told them 
that tl e then Government were Lrin~ing ~Lhollt 
.2 condition of thin~~ which re-.ulted in their 
·want uf erllployml::'nt and con~equent st:lr­
vation. N uw these same men are discreetly 
ke;.t silent. They are under the whip also, 
and im.,tead of deputations now gathering 
at thP rrrearmry BnildiJigB arid marching 
up to Parliament House to cheer wmeltody on 
the balcony who goes out to rec~ivc their 
ho1nage, and who is :::;uppo.'Sed to Le their true 
friend, these people are now told to he quiet. 
The Government are trying in thi,; way to 
prevent the idea gettin~ abroad, which ou~.;ht to 
be made as public as p.•ssible, that there are 
large numbers of unempl .. yed in the city of 
Brbbane and elsewhere- whose want of employ­
ment is due to the fatuous policy pursued by the 
pre>ent Government. ['rhe PRE~IIER: They are 
being ab:;orhed.] They cannot be ahsorbtd if 
the only method with that object in view is the 
method adn'pted by the G>~vernrnent. \Vhat. is 
their !llethorl of absorption~ What iu the 
method of the Treasurer~the gentieman who 
is so conspicuous in his efforts in the Cabinet, 
who ta.kes such an important part in controlling 
the affairs of the country, and who generally 
contrives to have the Premier agreeing with him 
in his proposals whether that hon. gentleman 
finds them palatable or not? The Treasurer at 
Rockhampton marshalled the unemployed and 
sent them into the interior to do some kind of 
work which is of absolutely no use, and paid them 
at the munificent rate of lls. a week. [The 
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TREASURER: And you kept them in idleness.] Let 
the unemployed take not.e of. this ' The present 
Trea:.;urer, who professes to believr that ever.v wan 
is entitled to a minimum Wa{re, is the author of a 
system hy which these unf,rtunate men are 
ob:iged to go out and do work, which is of no 
benetit to the country, at the remunerative rate 
of lls. a week. These are the gentlemen who 
believe in the vu ice of the peo,.le. [:\1r. LESINA: 
You spent £28,000 in five years on your legal 
pals.] I am glad the bon. gentleman has men­
I ion• d 1 hat UJatter, which 1 will refer to before 
I sit down. The Treasurer is a mau who believes 
that ~very man is eiJtitled to a 1ninimun1 wage, 
and yet he is content to send these men to earn 
lls. a week; and when they remonstmr.e with him 
and give reasons why better treatment should be 
me:ed out to them, he tells them thttt he is not 
going to be "bounced." I could understand that 
in a great capitalist- -a n1an who did n()t believe 
in Demos-but I cannot undt->rstand it in a 
gentleman with the ]Jretensions of the Tr· asurer. 
Now, with reference to the remark made con­
cerning myself by 1 he hon. member f<>r Cler­
mont. The h<>n. gendernan has industriously 
circulated star ements with regard t<> me which 
be pretended to base up<>n a return laid on the 
table uf the House at the instance of the hon. 
member for Bnrke. How he could _fJromulg«te 
such a"tonisbing si atements as he has m .de 1 am 
at a loss to underst.and. The hon. nwmlter has 
repeated these as-ertions here, and I am thank­
ful to him for giving me an opp<Jrtunity of deal­
ing with them. He says! gave£28,000 away while 
A torney-Grneral to my r,eedy leg.,J f, ienrls. He 
has circulated th>tt in the coun ry, and he has 
also said in this House that I my,elf P"cketed 
fees during five y>ttrs to the extent ot £11,000. 
\VelJ, the st~ten~ent wa~ so wonstrou::-; that I 
cou!d hardly credit the l10n. memher "ith being 
seri<>us "hen I first beard it. \Vhat are the 
facts? I want these facts circulated as widely 
as the hon. g...,nt1eman~~ :-;tatt>mf·nt..::, which are not 
facts. [:VIr. LESINA: I count your sa'ary. you 
know.] The bun. genr leruan has no more rig·ht 
to connt rny :-;alrtry than his uw11. The bon. 
gent1enlan fullov.:s a pr~·fe;.;sion outside this 
H• •use, and "ould I be guilty of "'ying that 
beside.s tire £:>00 a ye at· which he recei ,-es here, 
he had takeo from tlw countrv the amount 
of thA inconlf~ \vhich he 1 eceiVeR frorn his 
l,rofe<Ri<>n? \Vould I be justified in 'aying 
anything of that s't)rt? It wou]r.l he lllOllktrous 
pervert'ion if I \vere to makP such a ~tarerntnt. 
Now, the hon. member for Bmke got a return 
!aid on the rahle of this House, which showed 
this: that in the R-ev en fin-1ncial y,..,ars ffif-'11-

tiunerl-not five vear~, as the hon. rnewber for 
Clermont said~bnt m those seven finHncial 
vears I received £4,2ii5 in fees; but he took care 
not to tell the Honse, ar.d he rlid not tell the 
people of the country, in the pubrication in wnich 
that staternent \Vas nu"tde~ that out of' hnse Reven 
year~ there wt>re two y~an; during which l was 
not a member of this House at [tll; >wd that for 
thus:: two yc.ar::; alone, when I was not. a lDE-'nlber 
of the A<sen,IJ!y, I received more than half of 
the whole amount I received in those 'eYen 
years. The return shows that I received during 
the period of five years after I became Attorney­
General less than I received in two years pre­
viously, when I was not a member of Parlialllent 
at all. fOppo,ition memb•·rs: Hear, hear !J 
[Mr. LEsiNA: I said you had received it for 
some time. I can give the exact words.] 
I heard the hon. member say it twice my­
self: anrl if I had the opportunity to quote 
from previous H({,nscwds, I could quote the 
hon. member's own words; but I am rely­
ing on the statements he has circu]dted all 
over the country, and I have heard the hon. 
member repeat on several occasions tblt.t I 
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received £11,000 in fees in five years. [Mr. 
LESINA: I said fees and salary.] That was the 
statement that was made-the statement con­
tained in a document which circulates by 
thousands throughout the country-that I had 
received £11,000 in fees in five years-the actual 
fact being that I received altogether in seven 
years some £4,000, more than half of which was 
paid to me for work done when I was n,1t a 
member of this House at all. [Opposition mem­
bers: Hear, hertr !l So much for that. Now, 
with regard to the£28,000 which the hon. member 
referred to as having been given by me to my 
needy legal friends, it is true that in seven yertrs 
there was a total of £28,000 spent; but what is the 
fact? The fact is, as the return shows, which the 
hon. member could have seen if he had looked at 
it, that the £28,000 was not money distributed 
amongst my needy legal friends, to whom the 
hon. member made sneering reference; but it 
was distributed for work done by fifty-five 
different barristers and eighty different firms of 
"olicitors, practising in all parts of Queensland­
:;-.r m·thern, Central, and Southern Queensland. 
He also omitted to say that a great part of that 
£28,000 was returned to the Government in the 
shape of costs. Not a word about that from the 
hon. member. I am under an obligation to him 
for having given me this opportunity of refuting 
the statements he so industriously circulated 
throughout the country. I think I have said 
all that I intended to say, and I shall content 
myself with expressing the hope that during the 
forthcoming election the people upon whom the 
responsibility will devolve of selecting their 
representatives will not be led away by any false 
sentiment, but that they will look at the facts 
exactly as they are, and in view of that responsi­
bility they will consider the best interests :Jf the 
country and act accordingly. [Opposition mem­
bers: Henr, hear!] [Mr. KERR: A good 
electioneering speech.] 

:Mr. J. HAMILTO::\ ( C:ook) : An hon. mem­
ber ha,; just remarked that the speech of the 
leader of this side was a goon electioneering 
speech, and I agree with him. Every statement 
nmde be· the hon. gentlenmn has evidently been 
considered by the other side, and not one of 
them has risen to reply. \V e know that the 
whole refrain of the present Government has 
been: "\Ve hnve not had time." Ten months 
ago, one of their chief objects in getting into 
power-as they so asserted -was to introduce 
legislation which wonld put bread into the 
mouthe of the unemployed, and that they were 
going to introduce progressive legislation. But 
directly they got into power, they at once said 
they would have no time, and "that all they 
could do would be to pass two unimportant 
Bilh introduced by their predeces"ors. To say 
that they had no time was utterly absurd, 
seeing that other Ministers before them came 
into power under similar circumstances, and 
brought down a policy, delivered :Financial State­
ments, and brought down " number of Bills 
which were of the greatest public importance. 
'rhe present Government promised that they 
would do a lot of things during the recess. Thev 
said they desired to reorganise the service; but 
instead of doing so, they employed a board of 
inquiry to do the work-a board which cost the 
country about £1,200, and the work of which 
board has been criticised very unfavourably 
indeed. It was a perfect farce. The Ministers 
simply sheltered themselves behind this board of 
inquiry, and there was a general Aystem of re­
trenchment and dismissals carried out. The Pre­
mier, before he got into office, said that he was in 
favour of a reduction of members, and he thought 
in the interests of economy that a Bill dealing 
with this matter should be passed. And yet, 
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when we met this year, what did the hon. gentle· 
man propose? A referendum, in order to carry 
on the matter for another year, and it has been 
calculated that that referendnm would have cost 
twice as much as the salaries of members saved 
for one year. The Government ha.d no intention 
of passing any progressive legislation. It was 
bruited rtbout on platforms and elsewhere that 
the first thing they intended to do was to pass a 
one-man-one-vote Bill, on the same principle as 
the Common wealth Act; but they believed it 
would not pass, and thrtt they would go to the 
country. 'fhat showed that they had not the 
slightest intention of passing any measures of 
pr"gressi ve legislation this year, and now '"hey 
have the opportunity of going to the countrywith­
out passing these measures, and therefore, if they 
are logical, they will come back again, an<l the 
first measure they will in trod nee will be the one­
man-one-vote Bill, and if it does not pass, they 
will agrtin go to the country. It is only logicnl to 
suppose thnt if they do this sort of thing once, they 
will do it again, and the result will be that there 
will be no more legislation fnr another year. It b 
perfectly true that crtpitalists have been deterred 
from coming to this country-wherever I have 
been I haYe heard that statement. ::\ot long 
since I was told by Captain Hobinson-a mrtn 
well known on the Croydon mining field-- that 
some English co.pitrtlists who had been keeping a 
mine going at Croydon, wired that on account of 
the socialistic tendencies and actions of the 
Labour party, they refused to pay any more calls, 
and the result is that the mine is now closed down 
and the miners are going rtbout looking for work. 
[1\fr. KEllR: \Vhatis the name oftbemine?J If 
the bon. member wants to know, it is the Golden 

Gate, and my authority is Captain 
lilp.m.] Robinson; and an hon. member 

alongside me heard the sbttement 
m,tde, and can confirm it. That is an instance 
where our credit has been damaged in the money 
market, although the mine is still there, and 
aK good as ever. \\' e have another instance in 
the refusal by the Government of thoo<e condi­
tions which were proposed by tlw capitrtlistH on 
Chillagoe to make a line from there to George­
town. They made a remarkably fair proposal 
which you wonld have thought any Government 
imbued with a desire to find employment for 
working men would have jumped at. They pro­
posed to expend between £400,000 and £500,000 
on the work, which would have employed 500 
working men within a few mouths, and another 
£lii0,000 in developing the works. The Govern­
ment knew perfectly well that not only would 
that give increased employment, but it would 
enable the smelters at Chillagoe to keep going, 
and induce the company, which had earned no 
dividends, and had spent from £-130,000 to 
£300,000 in wa!:(es during the last few years, to· 
keep going. \Vhat did they do? They rejected 
the offer, and the Treasurer simply laughed at it 
the other clay, and made a very contemptuous re­
mark implying that the Government would have 
nothing to do with it. The company were wiring 
at the time that if that were not done-if some en­
couragement were nnt given to them by enabling 
then1 to make a rail way in order to get tho•e ores 
from Georgetown to their smelters-they would 
have to close down the mine, which would result 
iu from tiOO to 800 men now getting 8s. to 10R. a. 
day being· thrown out of employment. To that 
the Government paid no attention, and the 
result will be that within the next month or two 
those mPn will he humping their sw"gs all over 
the country looking for work, and it will be 
caused by the action of the present Govern­
ment. Not only will those people snffer, 
but at least five times as many who are 
dependent upon them ; for I recollect some 
months rtgo the secretary for the Broken Hill 
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Companv telling- me that although only 3,000 or 
4,000 men were actually engaged in mining, 
there were 30,000 men, women, and children 
living at BrokHn Hill. But, in addi ion to 
those, it will affect e\·erybody living in the dia­
trict, the sailors who are engaged in carrying 
the ore, and even the farmers in Snuth Qn ens­
hnd, who supply the place with their prudnce. 
As the introduction of a Sup!Jly Bill i,; the time 
to make complaints, I will take the opportunity of 
doing so. I may prem,se by saying that some time 
ago I n1ade certain statenH"'nts in this House 
regarding Dr. Roth, the Northern Protector of 
Aborigines. I have never had any ill-feeling 
again't that gentleman; in fact, I was prepos­
sessed in his favour. But wnen I found my con­
stitnents, nm·th, south, ea~t, and west, 1naki11g 
complaints about him, and when I mvestigated 
those complaints and found them correct, I 
thought th<tt in the interests of my constituents it 
\Vas my duty to JJrotect them when I saw that they 
were unjustly treated. I consequently wrote a 
letter t0 the then official head of the department. 
Dr. Roth replied to the effect that my statements 
were unr.rue, and another letter was written by 
a subnrdinate of his also t .. the effect that those 
statements were untrue. But although those 
::-.tatements had heen made f~~r a long time-­
[The SECHE'l'A!W ~·oa PUBLIC LANDS : Y on must 
distingui-h between representations made to me 
while I ha,·e been in office, and those made to 
my predecess,r.] I "m statiug that although 
those letters had been a long- time in existence, 
yet within a week or so after that hon. gentleman 
came into • •tfice, he place•l those letters on the 
table imputing fabehood to myself. I then re· 
plied showing that I was justified in every state­
ment, and showing th:tt the allegations which 
Dr. Roth had made were utterly untrue, and 
that my .;tatemen ts were perfectly correct. l 
then asked the hon. gentleman would he table 
my letter. He refused. So here we have the 
spectacle of a member, in pursuance of his duty, 
making- certain complaints against an officer; 
that. officer replying untruthfully to those state­
ments and chargeq; and a Minister opposed to 
that member placing that officer's letters on the 
table and having them printed and circulated 
in the Press, and then refusing to put that 
member's reply, in w hi eh he proved up to the hilt 
every statement he had made. To show that my 
letter rebuts every statement made by Dr. 
Rotb, and justifies and exonerates me from his 
statements, I will read it to the House-

Brisbane, 13th June, 1904. 
The Hon. the )Ii.nister for Land>:., Brisbane. 

Sir,--In a letter to you by Dr. Itoth o.f 27th February, 
1803, but only laid on the table o! the House last 
Friday, he complains that I unjustly vilified his 
character in a pH.rliamentary speech in October, 1902, 
accusing him of abusing his position as Protector of 
Aboriginals by taking grossly indecent photographs of 
sueh a. character as to render his retention in the service 
a clisg-raee to llis cllief. 

Attached to his letter i~ one to him from :.\<Ir. J-iobsby, 
.Agricultural Photographer, accm.;ing me of obtaining 
Oll'J of Dr. Roth's photographs from him, and not re­
turning it accordin~ to promise. The letters of Dr. 
Roth and ::ur . .1\lobsby are remarkabie fm· their grotesque 
.lnconsis:ency and astounding disregard of logic and 
facts. It seems cruelly unnecessary for me to refute 
two letters which so effectively refute one another. 
How Dr. Roth came to write his lettr>r with that of :\fr. 
1-IobRby before him is a ('Ouundrum that will severely 
str.tin the puzzle-solving capa.city of Parliament and 
the public. :\fr. :liobsby says that I obtained the photo­
~raphs on the e\Jndition that I \Vould return them; 
whereas he merely requested me not to mention where 
I got them, which request I ob8ervecl. His earnest 
solicitude for their return can be appreciatl!d in view 
of the fact tllat he voluntarily presented at ieast one 
well-kno\vn Quecnslander with identical copies before 
I had ever he,Lrd of them. His explanation is also dis­
counted by his subsequent Rtate:Hent that his reason 
for giving me the photographs placed in his char~e by 
Dr. Roth was because I had told him the Under Sccre-
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tary for Agriculture hact directed that he should-an 
exeuse equally as absurd as his first, a~ the Under 
Seeretary for Agriculture llad no powcl' to order bim to 
dispose of Dr. ltoth's property, and had no connection 
with Dr. Roth's department. Upon Dr. Roth's return 
to Brisbane. rumoun;; were cunent of my intention to 
ask for an inquiry concerning him. Onljr then did Mr. 
;\lobs by ask me to return the photog-rapb1, an<l promised 
duplicates in their stead, explaining thq.t if he put the 
duplicates in Dr. H.oth's colleetwn Dr. Rotb would 
detect it, as he had marks on those which were in my 
possession. A few days later, he again asked for the 
photographs, but on stating that I fit•st wanted the dupli­
cates promised. he replied that he could not find the 
nPgatives. This caused me to suspect the Dr. and himself 
of conspiring to regain the photographs for the purpose 
of destroying all evidence of their existence, and then 
swearing they had never been taken, and I refnscd to see 
him again. .Y.J:r. :).1obsby says his reason for deslring the 
return of the photographs-he gave me twn, not one­
W:.JS that, in the language of his own letter, "they were 
not such as :~honld get about." He also says their non· 
return caused llhn "great wr,rry." He is here in an 
unusually unplea~ant position. Dr Roth in his 1t tter 
says that identic'Ll c~opies of these picture:;! appeared in 
his book of "Ethnological Studies," published by the 
Government. That book appearod in 1897, and 400 
copies were distributed, thp, book being for public sale 
at a guinea, so that l\Ir.1Iobsby, in December, 1902, is in 
an hysterical state o[ alarm about the need of great 
secrecy with a picture of which Dr. Roth says copies 
had been ~n public circulation for five ~'ears. Dr. Roth 
step.:; at this ~-<tage into a worse position than Mr. 
}fobsby, whose case is sufficiently embarrassing. Dr. 
Roth asserts that these photographs appeared in his 
book of 1897, ~!1hough the pictures in question were 
not taken until yeHrs after the book was published. 

\Vhat is his position in face of the startling fact that 
no such photogr:~.phs or anything resembling them ever 
appeared in his hook, and are not likely to appear, as no 
lithographer or printer outside of a, penal establishment 
would dare to either reproduce or print or desmibe 
them P Any Queensland judge would rewar.i such au 
offence with imprisonment in St. Helena. And what 
becomes of Dr. Roth's anxiety about the seerecy and 
custodv of these two victures, of which, according to 
his own statement. 400 copies have been in circulation 
for fiv~ years? As Dr. Roth is forced to admit that he 
took the photographs shown by me, he says he is not 
ashamed of thf'm. In that case, probably the nature ot 
the picture that would cause Dr. Roth any feeling of 
shame is beyond the worst imagination in Port Said. 
He says they appeared in his book in 1897, in cool 
defiance of the fact that the statement is a deliberate 
fabrication. 'rh ere certainly were irl'decent pictures in 
that book, but the worst of them were 1nodest com­
pared to those I am discussing. He states that the 
Prince of Wales \Vas pleased to ucce~~t a copy. He 
forgets to mention that the indecent pictures were 
omitted from that pa-rticular number. In any case, the 
Prince probably never saw or hf<trd of it, and, for the 
sake of Queensland, it is to be hoped he never will. 
Dr. ltoth claims that his obscene pictures were taken in 
the interests of ethnological science, though knowing 
well that no ethnological society, and no respectable 
ethnologist in the world, deals in pictorial filth, a mere 
glance at which would be a causr- of shame and disgust 
to any respectable man, leaving a.U types of woman­
hood out of the question. Knowing this to be his sole 
excuse, it was deemed well to submit the pictures to 
three absolutely impartial ethnologists for their private 
opinions. 

The opinion of :No. L-" Those pictures haunt me. 
They are terrible ! Terrible~" 

1~he opiuion of No. 2.-" 'rhey are Llle most disgust­
ing things I ever saw " 

The opinion of No. 3.-" \Vhat manner of man took 
these? He ought to be in gaol.'' 

And these would be the verdwts of the Queensland. 
people and Press if the character of these pictures wat'! 
proclaicnf)d. 

I have shown that Dr. Rotl1's own letter eovers him 
with confusion, and that mv statements in the House 
had a solid foundation. ln ~eonclusion, I repeat, with 
even mo1·c emphn.sis, that. the man who deliberately 
grouped the subjects of those yictnrcs and photographed 
them. is rr disgrace to the Government s.ervice and to 
the State, and an inquiry, such as I have called for, 
wi:l supply ample proof. 

That a man, specially appointed to protect the help­
less aborigjnals, and guard both men and \Vomen from 
injustice and insult, has deliberately, for years, at 
Government expense, grossly abused his official powers 
in repeatedly violating the sense of shame and modesty 
of the women. and outragin~ the feelings of the men 
by specially arranged disgraceful photographs, is some 
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"J",hing so abhorrent that no nation. which values its own 
-:;,·eputation and the fair fame of its civil service, can 
a:fford to pass it over without. a full inquiry and stern 
\Ustice to all concerned. rrhere need be no ''ronder 
that aboriginals who know lJr. Roth dislike him, and 
that few of the Xorthern squaHers will allow him 
:inside their homes. Thfl opinion:5 of the police are unfit 
:for nnblication. 

Di-. Rotlt a.Uudes t,o Queensland as "his adopted 
::~ountry." It seems specia.lly unfortunate that some" 
other country ha~ not the doubtful honour of acting as 
:±lis foster-motller. bnt to Qucenslauders jt will be some 
(~onsoiation to know that Hungary is responsible for 
;:.is existence, and that Britain is mercifully free frmn 
.1ny liability in the tran:saction.-1 hnve, ete.', 

J. ILuu r:roN. 

\Ve are asked to vote a certain sum of money, 
but before doing so we should be perfectly satis­
-':led that the money if going to be expended 
honestly in the interest of the State. If there is 
any dot1bt orr that point, then the matter should 
be explained before any hon. member ghe; his 
vote in favour of granting Snpply. In connec­
tion with the Glengallan Estate, we had from a 
··nember of the l\1mistry the other day a state­
ment which the most ,imple-minded individual 
could not swallow. \Ve were told that Queens­
land had saved £65,000 by the transaction, 
whereas it was abundantly clear to anyone who 
looked into the nHtter that instead of Queens­
land saving any money the State lost from £1),000 
to £7,000. The Government were entitled to 
issue agricultural land debentures at par on 
their face value at 3~ per cent. in payment 
ior the land. Had they done that they could 
have used the money in the Treasury in buying 
Govermrent loan debentures, which were at 94.\ 
per cent. \Ve all know that Government de ben~ 
tu res are far more valuable than agricultural land 
debenturee, because the latter have only a local 
sale, and interest is only payable here, whereas 
interest on the former and principal as well are 
payable by the Bank of England in London 
&s well ae in BriRbane. \Ve want to know 
who got that £6,000 or £7,000 which was lost 
to the State by the Glengallan Estate transac­
tion. The other side have not been particular 
-in making charges against this party in the past; 
but now, since they have had the opportunity of 
rifling the pigeon-holes in the public offices, they 
have not been able to bring forward one scintilla 
of justification for their charges. This thing 
gives me cause to refer to the purchase of an 
estate which was made previously. I have 
frequently heard remarks regarding the pur­
chase of the North Toolburra Estate many years 
ago, but never could believe that they were true. 
[Hon. Sir A. RUTLEDGE: I object to this. What 
is the use of raking up ancient history?] I never 
attach any weight to a statement, such as I 
have heard, unless I have got some proof. Only 
last :B'ridav some evidence was submitted to me, 
which I think it is my duty as a member to sub­
mit to this House, because it will justify me in 
refusing to vote for the gmnting- of Supply, 
unJe,:s S'>me explanation is offered. Probably an 
explanation can be offered, and probably sume 
members may not Jo,k at it in the same light as 
I do. It was explained to me that the North 
Toolburra Estate was owned by a Mr. Ooutts, 
and that the ,Toint Stock Bank had a lien on the 
property. I a1n inforn1ed. that an arrangement watJ 
1nade btt\vp~•n the ba.nk 111ann..ger and thP hon. 
member for \Varwick that the hon. member 
should receive 1 per cent. c·nmnission, provided 
he induced the Government to purchase that 
property. [Hon. Sir A. Rc:TLllDGE: I object to 
your making shtement< that can have no other 
effect tha'1 to stir up ill-feeling.] I am not con­
•·Uh.ng the hon. gentleman. There may be 
nothing in wha" I say-··I may be mistaken in my 
;nformation. If the shternent made to me is 
untrue it can be contradicted, and I shall he 
glad to hear that it is untrue. At any rate, the 

hon. member took action, he wrote about the 
matter, and asked questions in the House about 
it, and the Government. boug-ht the property, and 
the bank gave him a cheque for £219 as cowmis­
sion for having got the Governn1ent to buy the 
property. 'When the money was paid the residue 
was sent to l\1r. Coutts, JesR £219, which had 
been paid to the hon. mt>mber; it was debited to 
iYir. Coutts, and he objecttd to pay it. I saw a 
letter from lYir. JY1organ, which was also shown 
to me, where he wrote t" Coutts, stating that it 
was a fair thing, and he was entitled to it. I 
have read a letter, which I am told is the hon. 
gentleman's. [Government members: Oh, oh!] 
[Mr. COWAP: fs this about Lizzie Jobmon ?] 
[Mr. LESINA: Lizzie ,John., on wrote that letter.] 
I was ~hown a letter, ''- hich I am told is the 
letter which Mr. M organ wrote to Mr. Coutts, 
stating- that he consideted he was entitled to 1 per 
cent. c<Jrnmission for having got thP Governnwnt 
to buy that property. [Thf" PuEMIER: Do you 
state that you >a w any such letter frc m me?] 
I was tnld that it was your Jetter- [Governnrent 
ment members: Oh, oh !]-and, moreover, 'everal 
other hon. members saw it in this House at the 
sam<> time. I had been told by several hon. mem­
bers previously that they lrad seen the letter, 
but I wonlcl not believe it until I saw it. [Mr. 
OoWAP: That was a collect telegram that you 
saw.] [Mr. CoOPER: What Coutts was it?] 
Are you trying t• • forhid me expressing myself? 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I must ask the 
hon. member for 1\fitchell to refrain from inter­
jecting while the hon. member for Cook is 
speaking. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: At any rate, Mr. 
Coutts then threatened to take action against 
the hank if that m one' was not returned to him, 
and I am informed by a man, whose name I 
shall bring forward if it is necessary, that the 
money was returned-that the manager of the 
bank saw Mr. Coutts, and that Mr. 1\forgan 
returned the money to Mr. Coutts. I think it 
is far better for me to make that statement in 
this House, so as to give the hon. gentleman an 
opportunity of contradicting it, rather than to 
let the statement go uncontradicted if it is not 
true. I think that is perfectly right and the 
proper way to do, instead of saying anything 
behind the hon. gentleman's back; and until 
two months ago, when I came back to the 
House, I said I would not believe it until the 
evidence was shown to me. [Mr. McDONNELL: 
You are a poor dirty tool.] There is not a 
dirtier tool in the House or in Queensland than 
the hon. member. 

The, SPEAKER : Order, order! I must ask 
the hou. member not to use such expressions 
which are entirely nnparliamentary. ' 

1\Ir. ,J. HAMII. ... TON: The hon. gentleman 
is known as the sea \"enger of the House. 

The SPEAKER : I must tell the hon. mem­
bers that such expressione, as " dirty tool " and 
"scavenger" are unparHamentary, and 1nust not 
be used. 

HONOUHABLE l\IE.omEns: Hear, hear! 
Mr. LESINA: He ought to withdraw them. 
.:\Ir. J. HA.:\ULTON: I quite :>gr•Hwith you, 

Sir, bnt remarks like that cau'e Himilar remarks 
to be offered. I was not the aggressor. Similar 
matter:; have come up before in this Hou,-e. 
l•'or instance, I recollect that in Supply Mr. 
Griffith brought up this matter. He said-

Then it was ::-aid that other influence was brought to 
bear on the <Tinh:ter for Lands; that, in fact, the offer­
ing of the land h~; auction wa" brought about by the 
intervention of a well-known firm in town of which a 
leading member of the Government was a member, and 
that by the intervention of that firm the land was 
offered at lOs. per acre. 

[The Sv:OllllTARY FOR PGBLIC LANDS: \Vbat year 
is this?] I am stating this. [The SECRETARY 
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FOR Pem"ro L.\XD~ : Y on ought to let ns under­
stand what year it is.J I will give it in my own 
time--

Where the :-:caudal came in, if true, wa:s the statement 
that that ilrm did not give their services gratuitously 
in the matter, but charged a brokerage of 2·~ per cent. 
on the 10s. per acre, and that some of the purchasers 
declined to pay it. 'l'hat was a scandal which should 
not go uncontradicted if it could be contradicted. It 
was said to be tL singular thing ~hat a .J.Iinister shonld 
be influenced by a brother :\Iinister, and that the 
brother 3Iinister should receive a brokerage for his 
services. He should be glacl to hear the statement 
authontatively rontradicted. 

Later on he said-
If the hon. gentleman could ass111'C them, without 

declamation and \Vitlwnt bact \Vords, that a brokerage 
of 2-t- per cent., or a smaller sum, was not charged or 
claimed for such serviees, it would go a great deal 
furthm· than all the noise he had made. lie only 
wished there was a good opportunity of investigating 
the matter, because it ought to be investigated.. A 
statement of that 1..-:ind onght to be Yentilated, and he 
::-;hould be only too delighted to 1inc1 that it had no 
foundation. He had not made the statmnen t hurriedly, 
but he had exhausted evm·y means in his power to 
a~certain if the statement was accurate. 

Then there was a Select Committee formed. I 
have not used any hard words now. I have 
simply made a statement which I have heard 
fifty times during the last week, and it was my 
intention at the first opportunity to mention it 
in the House, and give the hon. gentleman an 
opportunity to contradict it. If he can contra­
dict it, BO much the better, and I shall be very 
pleased. :><ow, the hon. member for Rockhamp­
ton, who is so fond of attacking hon. members, 
who cannot let us speak without using some 
insulting language~--

The SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. member 
is not in order in using those words. 

}Ir .• T. HA:\IILTON: At any rate, I should 
like to let the hon. member know as a further 
reason for my opposing this vote-unless some­
thing is done-I should like to let him !mow what 
the :'llinisterial organ thinks of him. It states-

You are little better than a confidence man who has 
obtained money or its equivalent from his fellmv­
citizens by methods certainly not. more, probably les~, 
moral than those re:sorted to by turf spielm·s, such as 
three-card-trick, thimble-and-pea, and HIOnte-men. I 
denounce :you as dishonourable because, as I am pre­
prepared to prove, you have been guilty of commercial 
conspiracy or false pretences, or hotb, for which other 
1ncn have been sent to jaB, and for which, if you had 
your deserts. you would have done, a.nd, perhaps, would 
still be doing time. . . . . l will formulate this 
criminal charge against you iu the following precise 
terms:~ 

1. You, KH'lston, sold the Xative Cat mine to a 
Brisbane eompany or :-:yndit~ate. 

2. One of the m~lin conditions under which yon 
sold the mine w~u,: that yon should hand over to 
the purchasers all the reports on the mine in 
your possession. 

3. This conUitlon you deliberately evaded by sup­
pressing or withholding the report of Govern­
ment Geologist rtibbs :J.Ialtland on the Native 
Cat mine, ntade about a year before. 

--:1. -when the purchasers discovered that this Go­
Yernment Geologist's report hnd been sup­
pressed they called on you for an explanation. 

5. Yon admitted having suppressed the report, 
which, you further admitted. was condemna­
tory of the mine you had sold. 

H. You, under threat of legal proceedings, admitted 
this mueh in t.wo documents, respectively dated 
tith December, 1895, and 2nd ~farch, 1896. 

7. That by the aforesaid suppression, amounting to 
false pretences, you got £5,000 iu scrip, whwh 
you had to dh:.gorge. 

Part of your" plant" for" plucking" the public was 
a false plan submitted at the sale of the Native Cat 
1nine, whereon it is made to appear that the reef struck 
in one shaft along the line of reef (real or fictitious) 

[.ilfr. J. Hamilton. 

ran out, was struck again, whieh the GoYernmen't 
Geologist's report~(te1iberately supt)ressed by )·on­
shows to he a lie. Then, again, your reportl~fl returns u{ 
1~ast crushing~, submitted tor tlle purpose of promotin~ 
the ale of the mine, are shown to lmve been false. on 
strength of the Government Gcologi~t·s report. so 
honestly bUppre~sed by you. To give you your due, you 
admitted, in writing, that yon were- Yirtnally a liar, 
suppressing the truth in a commercial tran~aet.1on wit"h 
your fellow-citizens in order to oYerreaell them, as yor 
actually did for the time being. 

* * 
Do you think tha..t one in 10,000 of the taxpayers 

of Qneeusla.nd know of your clishonc~t .Vatirc Cat 
1oings? Yon know thev do not. 'l'hereforr', I sav that 
you occuvy yonr present position under false pretBn0e". 

[Mr. TUHNER: \Vh><t is the d"'te of that paper:j 
[Mr. COW AI': Is that the Horlgkmson 1liinin!J 
News of 1878 ?l The date is 18th October of last 

year. If that had appeared in any 
[5.30 p.m.J other paper except the Gm·ern-

ment organ, I have no donht-­
[Mr. KEim: Now read the Hod!f!.:inson 1l1inc r.l 
I am very glad the hon. member has give1i 
me this opportunity, because there is one man 
here, and that man has made references re~·an1-
ing myself during the last three ot· four year,; 
regarding something that appeared in the Hud!!· 
kinson iliine1·. Therefore, I will now squelch 
that statement, and then I will make some com­
ments on the gentleman who has commented nn 
that.· Some twenty;five years ago I flogged 
a man for traducmg a lady, and I subse­
quently, as medical resident at the hos­
pital, refused to allow his woman to enter the 
hospital. The visiting committee requested me 
to do it, and I 'aid, "I will re,ign my position 
as hospital surgeon and give my reasons.·· I 
said that my objection was based on principlt-­
and not on personal grounds; bnt T would 
gr>ttnitonsly attend her outside professi<lnally. 
'The honorary treasurer has made a declarati"on 
to th::tt effect, and also that the man stated, 
"]'\ever mind, I will square with him by and by.·· 
This man, and another man I had turned out ·for 
robbing me, induced a girl to make statement> 
against rny character-made, I 1nay state, Uebind 
my back. Bnt directly I was confronted by thi~ 
girl, she admitted the statements were false, and 
she subsequently made a sworn affidavit before an 
enemy of mine, a magistrate, that ,he had heen 
bribed to make those statements, and because 
this bribe was not paid, she admitted the truth. 
The Chief Secretary examined into the affair, 
and he stated that my honour as a gentleman 
and a man was clear, and there was no reason 
why I should not remain on the magistrar·y. I 
again wrote him and eaid, '' I want a further 
inrtuiry." He said, "Your character is dear, 
yon do ~ot require any more, there is no irnpnta­
twn agamst your hononr; I ttm satisfied there is 
not a particle of truth in the a•3ertion," and 1 
have got those letters. Now I snv I think it is 
a creditable thin;; to me when f find that thE­
only refuge any scoundrel has is in attacking me. 
as he has attacked me, is because twenty-live 
years ago I flogged :t man for traducing a ·ladY 
and he then bribed a giFI to make a state,nei'1t 
against me which she confesset1 on oath was 
false, and which the Chief Secretary stated he 
was satisfied was untrue, and that he thought 1 
ought to remain on the magistracy. If I harl 
kept my mother in a charitable asylum; if my 
mother had had to go to the police and beg for 
5s. a week, and say I had kicked her ont­
[A Government member: Is that in order?]­
because I had refused to keep her, then I would 
not he worthy of a position in the House. If 
my mother had made a worse charge against me 
-a charge I do not like to mention on r,ccount 
of the presence of people in the House-but a 
charge which should not be made against a man, 
then I would not be fit to hold a position in this 
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House. If I had made charges against member 
,fter member; if I had stated that one member 
':1ad been guilty of keeping houses of ill-fame, 
md after that member denied it. if the reply 

wae., "\Vell, I said so because he annoyed me," 
'""d if I repeated it again the next year, I would 
'Je looked upon as a miserable skur,k. H I had 
been caught fossicking round another 1nemher's 
waste-paper basket, putting pieces of letters 
t•J:.;ether, then I woc<ld have been considered a 
miserable skunk. If my whole life, during the 
time I had been here, was simply devutecl to 
trying to drag members clown to my abject level, 
then I would have been considered a skunk. 
But I am not the man who has done this, but I 
.Joint to the hon. member for Clermont. He is 
the man. 

Tho SPEAKER: Order! The hon. membt',l' 
1..:. gros:-;ly out. of order, and 1 1nu~t ask hirn 
to withdraw the statement. 

l10VERl'DiECI[T :\IEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
:\ T r. LESIN A : V nreserveclly. 
:\fr. J. HA:\!ILTON: I withdraw the 

:--"t<'ltPmmn. but at the f-IUine time I am readY 
t ., put. tl10'" depositions on the table. · 

The f\PRAKER: Ordilr! ThP hon. member 
must withdra\ · the otatem0nt um·e,crveclly. 

}lr. .T. H .\:\IILTOK: Since vou, a, 
SpeakN, have1 requested me to ~ithdraw 
rhe statements as they arc; unparliamentary. 
l beg to withdraw them. · 

The PRE:\UER: T desire to sav a word 
h:- way of pe•··onal explanation. , But first 
~et rnf~ Pxpre:-;~ my rPgrPt. that. a speech of 
th<• chamctt•r of that which have just­
hstcned to should C\'1'1' lJa.Y<> been delivered 
1n the (JnP<'ll -land! Legislative ..:\ssembly. 
, Uovernn1eut n:rembc1 r:-;: 1-Iea:r, hear;] [l\lr. 
.1. HA)!ILTO:--;: Oh, oh!] It ic; a degradation 
l.!nf. only to the ho11. member who ha:--. 
drdivered it--[Vlr. J. Ih~IILTON: Oh. oh !J 
f~-l G?ve~·nmPat 1110n1ber: f)_-, hat i~ in1po;:~iblc.J--­
ln!t 1t Js a mattPJ' that after all doeo uot 
cuncf'nJ ihC' hon. 1nPrnl-JP!' almw. 1 t. is a 
..::pc~Pnll wllicll l1a:-; heen a d€-1gradation to the 
\""·f'r.tbly which has h2m1 cornpellccl to listen 

fl) it. [Uun'r1lnlt1 flt, JDPITlbPl":-1; Hear. hear n 
1 :-:lwa1c~ :-ay th~t- til("re i~ pt·obably only on(~ 
lf!Prnllf'r of t hi:-1 l i ou~n who could lw found 

~ne!1 a. ~fH. ~·n, alld that. i~ tho hoJl. 
f(JJ' ( \lok. i .\I r. .J. l f A:\ITLTON: Oh. 

~~.1!j 1_\ir. Ll.Sli'\.\: .John ilarnilton Dun­
__ :Podic. \Vlly c1oull· you go tuH.!Pr your right. 
"•,dllC''j 

The :-lPEAKER: Order' 

The PREMIER: I eh all not d0c"Pnd to th0 
·~ept.h;-; to \Vl1ich thE' hon. 111Crnhm~ h<:J.., 
~lesccnded in hi~ attat:k npon rne, t~po~t rny eol­
.re-a.g-uf'. and upon other nH~rnburs of Hus .House. 
J tbinl.;:: lHHJ. n1ernhc•rs gnnerally 1nnst havo 
~elt that. }lowe\-er muc!t thn hnn. mPrnbcr;; 
a~·miled hy the hon. rnornlJ('f fot· Cook rnay or 
n1ay not havo been guilty of the o.ffeflCe::; 
charged a?·ainst thcn1 by the hou. nlc1nbcr. 
t.he \VOl'E't: of them \Vas irn:rtH-':a;-;Ln·ab]y hi::-; 
'uperior. [c\lr. . lL\mLTON: Oh. oh q' [Go­
ve-··nrnellt nJemuPrs: H(~ar. hear:] i\Jow, Sir, 
r.he. hon. n10n1bcr 11as rr1ade a charge again~t 
me. and I want to tell the hon. member that 

hand, an• absolutc•ly clPall. and that thev 
BYPI' Lc0n clean in rny publio lif<:-. in thi-~ 

House. [UoYcrnment members: Hear, hear! I 
t:'.Ir. KERR: Can he say that ?j And I want to 
rell the hon. member. and hon. members who 
ha.-e been encouraging the hon. member~ 
[:Wr. J. HA-:\ULTON: No members have been 
,.~.ncournging mc.]~.to do the thing that he ha:-­
'lone this afternoon~~[l\Ir. J. lLunLTON: I 
·.yiJl read :\ir. Coutt.s's letter to-morrow.] The 

hon. rru?Inbcr has :made a charg-e against me­
The purport of that charg-c~-it was not ex­
pn"'ed~clearly wa, that I had asked for a 
bribe. or that [ had recei.-ccl a bribe. Am l 
uot putting tlw ca;,e cleal'ly: [1\-lr. J. HAMIL­
TON: Did voLl uot 'nite a !Ptter asking for a 
commissicn1 '!I \Vill the hon. member eay "Yes" 
or ".1.'\o" to. my que;-;tion as to whether I an1 
11ot putti11g· tlw rase concrtly-~Ll\lr. J. 
J-LHHLTON: :'\o: you arc not-.}--~wh<'n I say that 
the onlv conclusion to be drawn from the hon. 
membc~'s sl.ltcnwnt to this House was that l. 
as a rrwinhf'r of Parliament. had asked for a 
bribe. m that I had Teceived a bribe. [Mr. J. 
I-lAJliLT0'\1': l s that letter you wrote a forgery, 
or is it not':J :'\o\1·. is that or is that not the 
pof->ition '! I ask thP hon. rnembPr again to 
oav. j.\Jr. J. HA~IIL'roN: ?\c •. i [ ask the hon. 
mernbt·r to say ·• Yea'' or ''Nay." [i\Ir. J. 
HAl\JILTO):;: r~ that !etter a forgery or not·: 
Did vou. \Vrite to Coutts for a comrri.i8sion '( 
Reply to that. I The hon. member doe1s not 
reply. [1\lr. J. H A11!IIJro:--;: You will not rcply.j 
I can oniv sav that that ic the onlv conclusion 
I can rm-;,e to. [Mr. J. llA~liLTOK: Did you 
write t-hat loiter oe not ?J 

The SPEAKER: I mtl't ask the hon. me m­
bee for Cook to eofrain from interjectiono. 
The hon. men<ber has made grave charges 
against the Prime :\linister, and he is replying· 
to those charges. 

:\Tr. ,J. HA'l!IL'I'o~;: Tlw hon. gentleman 
"'"ked me a question, and I replied. He will 
not answer. 

The PRK'\fiRn: I will answN the hon. 
gonth'nJalL I-lp 11ecd make no mistake about 
that. But I was trying to proceed by steps, 
am! first to pin t.he hon. gentleman clown to an 
<'xprPseion of his nwaning. He is not game to 
p!C'dge himself to a statement whether or not 
tlw caso as l haYe put it is a fair statement. 
! l\lr . .J. HAJIILTo;;: There is my statement in 
Hrrns({nl.] I listened to the hon. gentleman 
sil<•utly; 1 beg· him to trv and restrain himself 
whik 'r am a'nswering him. The hon. gentle­
man's zeal for the honour and .-irtue of Par­
lianwut is part.icularly keen. Having delivered 
his charg0, he might holcl his peace while the 
aecu<:-:ed fH-•r:--ml i::::< 1nakin~~ an:--wer to thP. 
charg<'. I Hononmble members; Hear, hear' !l 
I ;\fr. J. ILuw:rox: i asked a qucstion.l The 
''""" ,talecl to thie .House bv the hon. member 
;s pcrfpetly clear. and I think hon. members 
"·ill ag-ree witb me that the inference I clra,w 
fron1 it i~· thP onh· inference that can be drawn 
irnrr: thn statl'H~Pnt. n1ade. ~ow, I utterly 
rppud~latt' the ~tat('ment o1· suggestion that I 
a~ked £or, have ever a~ ked for, c)r evor received 
a bribe in any shape or form for any services 
1 baYC C·)Yf'r rcnrJprcr! tO anybody as a public 
man in thiii Stat0. [Jidr. J. HAMILTON: You 
l'C'cciv('d a connnission. I did not call it a 
hl'ihe. -'mswcr that l I am prepared to take 
m:v tirr '. nn<l prepared t.o answer the hon. 
,-,embn. lt is perfectly true that when the 
~'\gricultural L;:,nds Purchase Act was passed 

~-l1is ParliatJlont :-:nmc years ago, I took. an 
in its application on the Darlmg 

Dm:ns. It is perfectly true that I wrote 
!'f'C'OPHnt·uding thP purchase of a num"~?er of 
r ,tntr•s in tfw ,-icinitv of \Varwick. It rs per­
fr•cr.lv true t hnt ~orth Toolburra was one of 
thos(· <'·L tes. but it is absolutely untrue to 
sug-gest that the purcha·.e of North Toolburra 
·v./as duP in auv sense to anv act on tny part. 
When tlw nwn;hers of the Land' Board, as they 
were then called. came to \V arwick to make1 an 
inepecti<>ll of a· number of estates that had 
h0cn ofl'cred to thn Government for sale under 
the Act, they called upon me and asked me 
for information with respect to three estates 

Hon . .A. M organ.] 
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that were then under offer-Glcngallan, ?\lorth 
Toolburra, and Canning Downs. They de­
sired to lmve my opinion. I said to the mem­
bers of the board-I think it was Mr. 
Sword and .Mr. Tu!ly who wore members at 
that time, speaking from memory, but it is 
ten years ago·-I said to them that in my 
judgment the decision as to the estate with 
which experiment should first be made should 
be determined by the answers to the questions 

-first, as to the price; second, as to qualitv; 
third, as to the permanency of the water supply : 
:md, fourth, as to the contiguity of the land to 
railway communication; ancl that in my judg­
ment the estate which answered most of those 
question' in the aflirmative should be th0 
estate with which the experiment should be 
started. I had no hesitation in adding that in 
my opinion Canning Downs Estate was the 
best situated of all the estates in the vicinity 
of \Varwick for close settlement. The Land 
Board, hovvf'vcr, for reasons of their own. 
~uggestE~cl t.he l)urcha~c of Glengallan and 
:\TOl'th Toolbnna. It is perfectly true that I 
wrote o, letter to 2\h. Coutts, though not in tlw 
terms that the bon. member has endeavoured 
to cor,,·ey to the House. The hon. member 
:'·ill not find in it anythiug- of the kind that he 
mtcmdecl to com-oy. I am perfectlv certain. 
Nov.;. f~r 'omo time prior to the passage of the 
.\grwulcural Lands Purchase Act. probably for 
a. year or t\co. the North Toolburra Estate 
\vas under an obligation to the Joint Stock 
Bank. aud the manager at \Yarwick. being my 
oldest, and, perhaps, mv cknrest personal 
friend, had written me or spoken to mer--I have 
forgotten which-telling me that if I found a 
purchaser for Korth Toolburra the bank wonld 
pay me a commission on tlw sale. This was 
two or three years or perhaps a little less. 
but it was certainly a year or two befor<" 
the Agneultural Lands Purchase ) .. et was 
pa>;cd by Parliamt>l!t. He had said to 
me that if I found a purchaser for North 
Toolburra Estate thP bank, the mortgagees. 
would pay me a commission on the sak of that 
~state. I mac- say that land Yalues W•ere pretty 
low on. the Darhng Downs then. and it was a 
very <hfficult matter. to find a purchaser, and 
though I had never m my capacity up to that 
trn1P, and rndeed haYe never sincC' taken anv 
part as a commission agent, I told lYir. Ros's 
that, 1f I saw or heard of a purchaser in Bris­
bane, I would rl'fpr the prospective purchaser 
to hun. It wrll be nPccssary for me to say. in 
order that. Uw Hom;e may follow me closely, 
that J';Jr. !'toss ''"' the brother-in-law of Mr. 
Coutt-. tho owner of North Toolburra. and a'; 
far as I was av.'are at that time, they wore on 
the closest torms of personal friendship. Later 
-~a year or two or three later-the Agricul­
tural Lands Purchase Act became law. and 
affcr it became law the Australian Joint Stock 
Bank wrote to me a letter, saying· that, if I 
~uccPeded in getting· thP t;'ov~n1n1ent to 
purchase North Toolburra property, they 
\vould pay n1e a corn1nissjmt of 1 pe1~ cPnt. 
ou its sale. [Mr .. J. HA:.IHLTON: That is what 
J say.] That is what t.hc hon. gentleman said, 
but that is not all. [Mr. HAii!HTO~: You put 
words into my mouth.] I rcceiYcd such a letter 
from th'' bank. and the action I took upon that 
letter was to immcdiatelv inform 11r. Ross that 
I '"'ould consent to acc~cpt no commission PH 

any sale to the Governnwnt of the State. [Mr. 
::VlAXWELL: Is that what the hon. member 
>aid':] That is not what the hon. member 
>aid. nor is it "hat hfl intcndPd to convey. I 
informed :\Ir. Hoss, pm:sonallv, that under no 
circum;-;tancp:-:; cou]cl I con:-,f~~nt to receivr- a 
commiSRion nr:on the ;.ale of that m any other 
<'state to the GoYernmont of QuPcnsland. \Vith 
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that it seemed to me that the matter was at rest. 
At any rate, it was at rest so far as any action 
I could take ,,.,em eel necessary to put it at rest. 
\ vear m· ri:~'ht{,~en tnonths lat~~r. the Nortb 

ToZ;lGnrra or a block of it., wa:-; pur~ 
cha">cd l1.) a1Hl the next 
eornrnunicahon 1 on the ~ubjcct Yvas u. 
letter from the Joint Stock Bank enclosing m-­
a cheque for something over £200 by way 
of payment of cnmmic""ion. . \Viti: tha~ 
c·heque I irn1nPrliab~ly took thu: action: ~ 
cancelle-d the onof', anrl but fw 
uircunlstaltCC'~ of l.V3~ not a\varc':, if 
\voulcl h:IY<' had to confront 
the hem. mem! with. ':\Tr. 
JL1.~1ILTO~: l nnd t.lw circurn~ 
stanc0s:! The, ''xplanatjon '. 
!-:\h· . .J.- LfAJHL'l'O~: :,"l:V f cauceHett 
t.he cheque \vonhl have h_ad 
j1J hPrc to hon. Htf'IHber for 
Cook -with, lJut for cireun1stanoPs of whie!i1 
I wrts not aw<.Lr<e :tt the time. But I <1lll 

~·oillg a litt1P alwad of TI(t- ~tory. a1Hl 
iHclucPd to do ~o bv the interjcr:tion.'-. 
[H;lL ntcnJbc:r for ~~nok. Bo£"oi·p th~~ 
1 outainirw the ch0cnu:_. rf'~lchc-d l!H-~ frnn1 
lnlllc I 'had an illtervic·,-,r ag·ain w-ith 
friend, .:\1 r. Ro...,::-, wbo c"l1led upon ll1P 

lold nw tiwt pai·t t•f tl1c Toolburra 
!rtcl bcc•n ptncha;-;C'd b:· the Goypnnncnt.. 
the• JTIOtJC'V that th(• l1ank prorui:-.Pd nw ">Yn.-­

a~.-aila!)lf'.' I told him a<raju t.hat conld nc"s 
con,ent to accept any money from the bank in 
respect to the sale of property. to t_he Govern-
1nent; but l\I11·. Ross \va.s particularly persistent 
in his view that I should accept the money, and 
he could see no \•\fOJ1g· in n1nking t.hE' suggo~­
tion he did malw. and let me sa:v this--fMr. 
CooPER: Is he like the hon. memberi] N,,, 
~Jr. Ross was an entirely differ<mt man. Mr. 
Ross wa~ a man who·J.:>. integrity :no man t'\:h,·~ 
knew him would have the s!i~·htht doubt 
about: but he took an extraordinary view of 
ilw positiou -,vith 1·cgard i-,) thi~ n1atter, and 
conld :-;c>P uothing· irupropC'r in urg-ing n1e to 
nccept pavn1ent of con1n1iss.iou with rP~ard tLt­
the sale "of property to the GovernmeHt. 
even although I was a member of Parlia­
ment. He persistently pressed me to accept 
the money, and so persistently did he pres·' 
me that I had repeatedly to t<:>ll lnm that 
I ~uld not think of doing anything of 
the kind, and that I was surprised that h>" 
should make such a proposal. However, lw 
pressed mo persistently, and askf'd mo to writ· 
to l\Jr. Coutts to come and see me about th,, 
matter. I could uot under-~and bis persi,-. 
tenov at the tirno. I was oxtremelv busy at 
the time in my office, a.nd I wrote "a no~e t~­
:ur. Coutt:c, who was also a persoual frwno. 
and, as far as I can recollect, the not<:> wa:­
couchcd in these terms:-" Dear Coutts,-Roios 
tells me that it was arranged that I was t<> 
receive commiRsiou at the rate of 1 per cent. 
on the ,.,a]e of Toolburra. \\'ill you come and 
see me about it?" That is my recollection of 
the note I wrot.:. [Mr. J. HA211ILTON: Th~e 
last words arC> not correct.] Perhaps not. I 
have not seen thP note for ten years or there­
abouts, and possibly my recollection with re­
gard to the exact words may be defective. bur, 
I think it was. in substance, what I have 
cated to the House Kow, I aswmc"d, >vhen 
\~ ,·ote that note aRking l\Jr. Coutt~ v-.. 
call upon me·, that he wonld do so in " 
dav or t.wo, when I int<>nded to tell him 
ex~ctly what I had already told J\lr. R""·'· 
and that this matter would be ended. I 
thoug·ht that the matter was absolutely closed, 
but as a matter of fact what happcnerl 
was this: l\Tr. Coutts did not come to ~ee m<>, 
for some reason or other that I v-as not awarc> 
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of, but I .must say that. he used my note in 
an unJustifiable .way. H" g·ave it to some­
one who passed It on to the hon. member for 
Cook. It has got into the hands of the hon. 
membl'r for Cook-flVlr. J. HA}HLTO:"i: There 
is another letter.]-that hon. member who is 
so concerned ~or the honour and purity of 
members of this House. and he has made use 
of it, as hon. members have heard this after­
noon. The facts are as I have stated up to this 
point. I ''ant hon. members to recollect. as a 
matter of simple jList.ice to me, that when Mr. 
Ross n:ade these proposals to me, when I hal 
told hm1 I could not accept this money, I 
thought the matter was closed: but subse­
quently Mr .. Ross came to me, arid pressed me 
so much to take It, that I wrote to ~\lr. Coutts 
in the te1·ms I have stated. I was under thP 
in:pression that Mr. Contts. my personal 
fr!end, and ~Ir. Ros.-, my oldest and deare:;t 
fnen~l, were on termR of personal friendship. 
but It subsequently turned out that .. se> fa,, 
from bem~· on terms of friencLlrip. for sonw 
reason whwh I do not know. t.hev had become• 
bitter enemies for the time being: and ::\Ir. 
Coutts. havmg got my letter-a nerfe-:;tlv inno­
c-ent letter, written under the ctrcurn::J,itnce~ 
have told the House-a letter pcrf<:'ctlv com­
patible with the absolute fl'eedom frc;m th'' 
charge such as the hon. 1nembel' for Cook 
attempts to impute to me. ['Government 
members: Hear, hear!] I say tluit l\b·. Coutts 
and }lr. Ross at that time wero on terms ci 
personal enmity, and I can only conclude that 
Nir. Coutts must have come to tlw conclusion 
that I was in league with his enemv. Mr. Ross. 
to rob him. :1\ow, that wus a perfectlv unwar­
rented conclusion, that 1 would ha.-c' 'remoYed 
in a moment had :l\fr. Cout.ts corr1P to sec 1110 

in response to my letter. lJp did not come, 
probably for the reason that lw was under tlw 
impression that I was in league 'viih ~lr. RcHs 
to rob him of the £:WO. But. as " matter of 
fact, there was absolutBiy no justification for 
an_y such c_onclu.don on ~fr. Coutts's part, and 
this ex12lams two thing's. It explains his action 
m makmg use of that letter and whv it ha" 
led to its production here thi; afternooi1 by the 
hem. member for Cook; and it also Pxplains 
why I have not the cancelled cheque here to­
day, That chequ.e \vas sub-equently made the 
subJect of an actwn at law. and I gave it. up 
for evidence purposes, and for cvjdence pur­
poses only; and that fact probably <'xplains 
why the cheque wa,., sent to me in the fir,t 
instance. ..::\pp·~-trent.1v the bank. havin·~ 
written a letter suyinR they vvere prepared to 
make a payn1ent of commisslo11 to n1P. held 
then1selves under a. legal oblifration to deduct 
that money from the payment to lw made 
finally to :Mr. Coutt· in the adjustment 
of the account: and it explains why .\lr. 
Ross, who. I believe, would be the lact 
rnan_ in the world to do n1c a \\Tong, 
persisted so n1nch in the rnatter, and sug-­
gested that I should ask ::\lr. Coutts to see me. 
\Vh0n t'w Hotlse rose for dimwr I was ex-

. plaining, as far as I could clcduce 
['i p.m.l from the facts which subsequently 

canw to my knowledge, that the 
reason wh:v a ch('CJUC was sent to me was 
bccaqsr a letter which had h<>en written to me 
by th" bank was probably regarded by their 
kgd aclv1:mrs as an obligation on their part to 
make such a pa,'ment. and that they wer0 in 
duty bouncl to make it or hold themselves 
responsible for any claim which I might sub­
;;equently set up against them. That, I 
<1''.bUII1P, is the reason, and the only reason I 
can assun1c, 'v hy the chcqu<' was s~nt to me. 
I have alrcarly oaicl that when that cheque 
reached me I immediatelc· cancelled it. That 

is the simple fact of the matter-I cancelled 
it-- and I would. as I have already told the 
House, havo had the cheque here to confront 
l'lw ho'n mmnbor who brings forward this 
matter. but for the fact that it was required 
for evidence purposes in an action which I 
believe was .' uhsequontly raised against the 
bank. I a:n s.lrry l am obliged to devote 
rather more time to this matter than hon. 
n1e1nlwrs n1ay seen1 to regard a::; reasonablE'. 
,;till l thov will bear with nw when I 

staicn~eut. a.nd rnako 1ny position in 
with the mattor clear to them, as I 

hope· I sucooeclecl in doing. And that 
~nu-.:t he n1y ap•)logy for continuing even to thiF­
longth. othcnvi"'' I would not have clone it. I 
am told bv mv friends that this matter has been 
~pokcn of arrlong- members for son1e tin1P na~t. 
~~) far a:-; I arn 'a,Yal'C', it has not reached nn 
<'ars. Had it don" so. I would probably have 
pul· lll,V"it'lf iu a po:-:;i tio11 to havr' dealt more 
di'nctivel)· '-'-·ith it than perhaps I hav0 clone. 
B:1t I l-hin~. I llarl' 1natle jt c1Par to hon. rnenl­
IH'r that 1 an1 not nnprcpal'('d to Jncet tbC' 
ch~~rg-e. ('\'t'll whc•n it is sprung suddc11ly upon 
nrc• as it ha·; been to-night. (Hear, heal':\ 
:\'"o'"· i"-~ir. I \Ynnt to :o-:.av that this 1nattcr wa:-­
ra~:-;r·d r·gainst mP at n1~, ol0'ction for Warwick 
a ,~ood .nw1~y :V('U!'~ ago, and lt then reach(- d 
nt. · I'<.H:--. T r-ook the course of putting th" 
facts to 'l~.-.- frif'nd:;; ancl stating thcn1 in \1.::.'ii 
in[!,·; a 1Hl rny statement 1n "\Vl'iting was sub­
nutted to r.he only 1nan \vho VdlR in a posit}qn 
to confirm or to deny anythin8· [ have sai cl. 
~\nd the ::;:.tatE'lTient I made in ~- riting :-n 
hi1n '"':1·; a::;:. uPar a::< pos::::ibln in strict a.c,Tc·..,_ 
tnf'ld 'vith ~he statement I haYC' just 1nade to 
i \t(' Hon.'<'-- -that is. }'fr. J. H. RoRs. tlr" 
n ·anuf.n~r r)f 1-1H' bank, who n1acle this· offf'r 
io rm~. alHl \\·ho actecl for the bank in all its 
JEOCE'('ding·.s. ~4.nr1 I have in my pos:..;cssion 
~-Ir. Ros.s'::; wrlttcn ~t'ttement confirn1ing tlv·· 
statPrrH'llt I hase now rnade to the Hou~P. 
rHr 1r, hr:u· :) I make that statement hecan"' 
I think it is important to be a blC' to assure 
the House that I possess the corroboratin· 
,tatenwnt of the only man who knew tlr" faet­
as \Vf'll as m~'sclf. I posses-:; Jfr. Ros:"'·, 
\\Tittcu ~t,at·-.nwnt corroborating and certify~ 
i11s:. to the qlb,.;;:tantial truth of the statcmC>l!t 
T ·h :Ye ,lfW.' uack to thP House. ::\foreovP''· 
I po:::sC's.-, n ··tatcm1C'nt bcz-xing th(' :-;ignatnrc of 
a. g'f'ntkrnan \Yho acted as chairman. of that 
Jnf'f'tinp- oxpre8sivr~ of Lhe opinion that n1;;· 
a"sociation with th<> mattPr left my honom· 
absolntdv untarnished. (HC'ar. hear:) I fePl 
mn;elf ,;bsnlutelv dean in respect to thi' 
mattN. I admit that the letter the hm•. 
nwmbcr for Cook refers to was a lette, 
which plac<>d me in an equivocal posi­
t-ion. Bat ·with thf' circumstance.;; as I hr:J.xc~ 
r0latNl them to the House. as they actually 
<"cist. ancl as I haTe them in remembrance. I 
s:1y t-he ·writing of that letter i:=; quite <<}nl­
P'l'i·ibln with v.-hat l clain1 to retain-an abso­
h:;b:"1v nntar-:1ish0d reputation i.n connection 
'"irh. this ma.tt,-. (H0ar. hear!) I would jnst. 
~a"'~, in conclnslon, that the hon. n1P1nber who 
ha·--: a(1Yanc r1 t.hi.-. 111atter-I very 111nch regret. 
ha\'inc: to contit'twllv rPfer to bim. bC'cause I 

oqlrl' 1·a"lwr treat i1im ,,ith t.lw contempt I 
j-hink :nwn nf hi:-; t_vpC' (l('_;c'TVE'-I would ju:"t 
~aY. in conrlns.ion, that this n1atter has been 
o-,iPusiblv rni~f'd against 1110 by the ho1_1. n1Pnl­

b<"r for Cook for the purpose of showrng that; 
I. as Premier of this State. am not a man to 
whom the House should grant Supplies, even 
t.o enable me to carry on the twvernment over 
a general election. \Vel!, Sir. I have no 
he:"itaf-ion ill asking the IIousc to grant 
me Supplies-in asking tlw House to 
trmt me with the administration of those 

B~on. A. JJior,r;an.~ 
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SuppliE's .. And I would just add this: t.he hon. 
membt.'fl' 1."' a. me1nbe1~ of a party -whiCh ''Ta'S 
quit.P. preparPd to receiY<' n1e a-.. Pr~mi.er-­
which a· quite prepared to offer me any 
1>nsition in it-; gift~.if I would commit the 
-in of (,aselv betraving· the members of this 
f-Iou~c with~ whon1 .. I -was and am associated. 
Plr. J. LE.~HY: I do not think that is 
correct.-! Doe~ anv hon. member challPngl' 
that stah'ment: (:Ur .• J. LEAHY: I never 
boa.rd YOLI wer<• offered the PrcmiE'rship.J 
(Goverriinr·u~· laug-hter.) Since this incident 
happened t0u yeai·s ago-an incident of which 
[ arn iu uo :-:;.0nse ashamed--my constituency, 
"·ell knowing the facts, has twice elentecl m<J. 
<'ach tinw with an augmented majority. I have 
loeen twic0 called upon to pre·icle in tlw 
chai1· 'vhich you, Sir, occupy. I haYP been 
called upr•JJ by a majority of this House to 
fill th0 po><ition of P'remier 011 one side. 
and I haw' been offered the position of 
PrcmiN by Hw other side-[ Mr. STORY: By 
whom ?l [:\Ir. .J. LEAHY: Nobody had any 
a.uthority to offer it to you. ]-if I committed 
the added sins of treachery and ingratitude. 
i"Govcrnment members: Hear, hear!] 'rhat I 
was not prepared to do. I am not prepared to 
do that. but I am prepared to face the country. 
I regret having had to occupy the time of the 
House m long on this matter. Perhaps it 
would lmn' beN, mm·o in keeping with what 
hon. nwmbers consid:er right and proper if I 
had contented mvself with a brief statement in 
rebuttal of the accusation made against me; 
but I thought that, under the circumstances, it 
was wisP t.o make the statement as fully as I 
have done. and I hope and believe that hou. 
m em b<>rs will br impr<'ssccl with the conviction 
that the> statPrrH•nt I have made to this House 
]:-:; a ststc\1nent strictly in keeping with the 
£acb nf t'H' case. rGovernmcnt members: 
I-I<:'ar, hear:] J have only to repeat that I 
feel myself, notwithstanding what the hon. 
member for Cook has said, as a man still 
possessing clean hands in the public life of this 
State, and Pntitlecl to retain the confidence of his 
friends. [Government members: Hear, hear!] 

HoN. Sm A. RUTLEDGE: May I be 
allowed. by indulgence, to say a word? 

The SPEAKER: If the hon. member wishes 
to make a personal explanation, he may do so 
by the indulgcmce of the House. Does the 
hon. member wish to explain? 

HoN. SIR. A. RUTLEDGE: Yes. I just 
wish to say that it is suggested by interjec· 
tions from the other side and by the use of 
the plural "they," that therP was some design 
or action on the part of the Oppnsitinn as such, 
to have something brought forward in this 
House for the purpose of damaging the Premier. 
I simply wish to give that an absolute denial. 
\Vh"tever was said by the hon. memher for 
Cook-I did not hear his speech-was said 
entirely on his own responsibility, and in oppn .. 
sition to the wishes of his leader. [Honourable 
member;;: Hear, hear !] 

The SECRETARY FOR I'UBLIC LAKDS 
{Hon . .J. T, Bell, Dalo-''), who wa' received with 
Government cheers, said: I shoulrllike to say, in 
response to what the leader on the other side has 
said, that I, for one, and I belieYe everv member 
on this front hench, thoroughly appre"ciates his 
remarks. I think that every member on the 
front Opposition beneh, or nearly every member 
--[Mr . .J. LEAHY: I certainly had nothing to do 
with it.] I accept the stetement of the hon. 
member for Bnlloo. He was the one exception I 
had heard mentioned. [Mr . .J. LEAHY: I heard 
it, ton.] I, for one, dissociate the whole of the 
members on the front Opposition bench-[Mr. 
PAGE'£: The whole party.]-ancl almo<t the 
whale of the party opposite, from the nnlovely 

[Hon. A.li-Iorgan. 

exhibition we have had from the hon. men,ber 
for Cook to·night. l wish to make only one 
general reference to that hon. member. I think 
the first recollection I h<we of him in connection 
with the pnrlieus of this building was when I 
was a schoolboy, somewhere about the year lS/~l. 
I used to see somethmg· of the party that m 
1879 was returned at the head of affairs, and I 
J·emember extremf'ly well as a boy meeting the 
hon. member in this Chamber. I think he is 
the only one now about this place who was a 
member of the party which was returned to 
power in the beginning of lS'i!l, and I wish to 
make this general reference to him: that he 
seems to me to be a remarkable instance of the 
survival of the unfittest. If hon. members will 
cast their minds back to the 29th of October, 
1902, they will remember that there was then a 
debate on the };stimates in regard to certain 
charges which the hon. member for Cook brought 
against the then Northern Protector of Abo:.:i· 
gines, Dr. Roth. The then Home Secretary, m 
whose department the aborigines were at that 
time, made a valiant and effective rebuttal 
of the charges brought forward by the hon. 
member for Cook. From that clay to this, hov:­
ever, the hon. member for Cook has not ceased h1s 
attacks upon Dr. Rot h. On the 2Hth of October, 
after making a number of other charges against 
Dr. Roth, towards the end of his several speeches 
he said that he and another hon. member had been 
requested to make another charge against Dr. 
Roth, which ch.trge was that Dr. Roth had been 
guilty of taking photographs of male and female 
aboriginals in the most indecent positions. From 
that day to this, with very little intermission, 
the hon. member has reiterated those charges. I 
regret that I consider it my undoubted duty to 
refer to these matters-I know the embaras"ing 
nature of my audienP.e, but I have to do it, be· 
cause the hon. member for Cook to.night read 
out in a way that was not audible to the House 
a certain letter. He read it out in order that he 
might go through the formal performance of 
making a statement in this Chamber that wonld 
be reproduced in Hansctrd, copies of which would 
be assiduously disseminated in his own electorate 
and in the part of the State where Dr. Roth 
comes from. TherE'fore it is my duty, as the 
Minister nncler whom Dr. Roth is, that I should 
also read out certain documents in order that they, 
too, should get into Hansard. The hon. member 
for Cook found fault with me for not including 
a letter of his in certain papers that I laid on 
the table of this Rou'e recently. I laid those 
papers on the table of this House in response to a 
request of the Protector of Aborigines, who had 
placed before me the fact that these reports 
regarding him were still being assiduousl)T Eli~· 
seminated, and that, beyond the statement m hls 
defence that had been made in this Hunse nearly 
two years ago by the then Home Secretary, 
there had been no other statement of defence on 
his part put fonvard. In the beginning of last 
month Dr. Roth had actually proof that these 
statements were still being assiduou"ly cir· 
culatecl, and he, therefore, asked that these 
papers should be placed upon the table. I 
placed them upon the table, and they have 
been printed, and are now in the possession 
of hon. members. The hon. member for Cook, 
after I laid those papers on the table, came and 
asked that that letter which he read out should 
be included. I deliberately declined to include 
that letter in the papers, because the hon. mem­
ber has stated his charges on the floor of this 
House and outside the House, and what I 
wctntecl to put into parliamentary papers was 
the defence of Dr. Roth. The hon. member for 
Cook has got his assertions in in another way, 
and I am going to read out two other letters that 
I wish, in the same way, to get into Hansard. 
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The one io the letter that prompted Dr. Roth to 
comA to ask me to lay on the table of the HousP 
the letters that I duly placed there. It isaletter 
from a man who iR very well respected in the 
;\forth, and who oc<;npies a public position. The 
letter will speak for itself. It is from the 
Bishop of Carpentaria, and was written on the 
3rd ,Tune last-

Diocese of Carpentaria, 
Rectory, Cook town, 

3rcl .Tunc, 1904. 
Dear Dr. Roth,-I must apologise to you for not 

writing before. It is my fault, a.nd I have little excuse. 
I arrived here tlle day before yesterday, and hear of 
fresh attempts to be made to injure you. rrlwre is only 
one matter on whicll I feel itnece:o;saryto say anything. 
I have always, whenever you have been referred to, 
~tated my fnll confidence in yon and in your relations 
with the blacks. 'fhrough the influence of certah1 
persons who have undoubtedly a personal animus 
against you, two photographs were laid before me, said 
to have been taken by you, with the charge not. only 
that the photographs, said to represent sexual act~, 
were gt·ossly indecent. but that there was strong reason 
to believe that the blacks would never have consented 
to photographs being taken under such circumstances 
had they not been forced into it by intimidation from 
you. It was. represented to me that in the interests 
of religion and mOl'ality I ought to take part against 
you. 

I replied (1> that I had no evidence that tile photo­
graphs were your work; (2) that, supposing they were, 
I had no evidence that you had intended to publish or 
make them known in any way, and that there was no 
evidence that the copies of the photographs were 
obtuined either by legitimate means or through care­
lessnest<J on your part: Id) that, whatever my own per­
sonal views as to the propriety of taking such photo­
graphs for scientific or medical purposes, I did not 
think it m.r business to sit in judgment on such matters 
so long as they 1-vere confined absolutely to "ltrict1y 
scientific and medical work, and that, furthe-r, I thought 
a. great responsibility rested on those who took such 
things from their context and made them public for 
their own purposes : t4) that ·with regard to the last 
and most serious charge, that it was not my custom to 
attach any weight to attacks on a man until! had an 
opportunity of hearing his side of the 11nestion. 

After 1naking this reply I at once made up my mind 
to write to you. 

Though very re1Jellant to my own ideas, I can 
imagine a right·mindecl man with other ideas and 
training to my own, considering him::;clf justified in 
photographing for special medical, or genuinely 
scientific, purpose": m·ery natural action of the blacks, 
but to force them to tlle indecency of an unnatnral 
publicit:,· in order to photograph them under such 
circum~tanees would to m v mind be a betrayal of 
trust on the part of ::1 protector, and au act of w'hich I 
cannot belie Ye you capable. I write to you both for 
your 0\Yn sake tlmt you may know what you are 
eharged 'vith, and for m.r own sntm that I may be put 
in ~L position to continue that atlYocacy of your 
:o:in{'erity and integrity 1.vhich I have always maintained 
both in public and in private. A reply by return will 
find me here ti.Jll7th .Tune. 

Your~ most ~ineerely, 
Gn.BER'l', 

Bishop of Oarpentaria. 

This is the reply that was sent by Dr. Roth on 
the 10th ,T uly last--

llrisbane, 19th .Tunc, 19ll4. 
Dear Bishop \Vhite,-1 was so pleased to he:ufrom yon 

as per your lctlel' or the 8rd lustant. because it cletm·­
mincd me upon takL.1g et~rtain action which culmi­
nated in my demanding that certain corre::;pondence be 
laid npon the table of the House and so 1nade public. 
I knew from various sonrces during tllc past few 
months ((I) that certain extra gross charges were heing 
circulatf'Cl in that I had forced an aboriginal to commit 
rape on a young girl, an ... l then 1Jhotographed the couple 
in the act; (b) that the photograph stolen from its legaJ 
rnstodian had been reproduced and shown broadcast. 
On receipt of your letter, I went direct to m,\ .Th:Iinister 
tMr. Bell) ancl told him tlmt. il he considered me guilty 
of commttting such an outrage I wished to place my 
resignation in his hands. At the same time and since I 
told him the full eircnmstances as follows:-

(1.) 1'here is an identical i.llustration in my ethno­
logical studies -Hg. 133-pnblishecl by tl:..e Queenslancl 
(Tovernment. rrhe description an cl illustration of the lJOE-

hu·e as~nmed in the sexual act was of the highest anthro­
pological interest in that it in large measure defended 
my thesis that the mutilation known ns Sturt's terrible 
rite. or sub-incision fby Professor Stirling), or intro­
cision (by myst~lf) did not act as hacl hitherto bt--en sup­
posed as a p;evcntivc to procreation. ::Ylj' views on th.b 
matter are now generally accepted amongst workers 1n 
this line of ref'oarrh. }'nrthcrmore, \.Yhen Professor 
Klaatsch returns home frmn Queenslantl. the photo­
graph (both back and side Yiew) will 1Je published .bY 
the nerlin. Anthropologieal Societ)~: the ~exual mntll~­
tions (in the male) have been Illustrated alre_ady 1n 
many scientific journals (including hose of the JJmnean 
or Royal Society of Xew South \'Yales,. 'rile-photograph 
was taken for pnrcl.r ~cirntific purposes only, and is one 
of a serie'i (defreeation, micturit.ion. tree-climbing, sit­
ting, standing) of natural postures which every anth~o­
pologist makes inquir> abont, with a Yi~w to ascerta1n~ 
ing connections df an~n between the h1ghest aves and 
the lowest types of man. 

(2.) I first saw this peculiar method of copulation 
while camping out wc~tward of Boulia some time in 
1894; but knowing the nat1ual modesty of the untu­
tored santge, which I han~ invariably adn1ired and 
respected, and knmYiug thnt I should lose their rf'spect 
were I to attempt to put any of these uncivilised blacks 
in the position uecr-:sary to take the required photo­
graph, I made a sketch (which as I ban; nJreq.dy state~ 
was subsE:quently published) ancl put the mntter out of 
my mind. 

(3.) After my" Ethnological Stmlie'" was published, 
I received several communications, written and verbal, 
throwing a little doubt on the possibility of such a 
posture being naturally carried ont owing to physical 
conformation. In the meantime I had already made 
further investigations throughout other districts of 
Queensland (where no sexual mutilation was practised) 
and found that the same posture "as prevalent every­
where. I thereupon inforwed my scientific friends. of 
the very interesting corollary that the sexual mutila­
tion now met with in the far \Vestern districts, 
throughout Central Au:-;tralht, t: .. ncl ]n \resternAnstra~ia, 
was probably origina.n~- practised throughout tbe e~1t1re 
continent. To cut a long story ::,hart, I was accordmgly 
very anxious to secure photographs confirmatory of my 
published description. 

(4.) An opportunity occurred, either in 1900 or 190~, 
on the -- River, where, in the pre..:ence of thmr 
employer, :\Ir. - (bred and born there, who speaks 
the language ft.uently, anU '\Yho has invariably given me 
every assistance in my scientific investigations},, an 
aged married couple agreed to posture 1or me. ( rhe 
woman at the time hacl children.) Althongh half 
civilised theY were a bit afraic1 of tlle camera at 
first, but could hardly refrain from lauglring at the idea 
of my wanting to see them in the position asl\:ed for. 
However, Mr. -- promised them that I would 
give them money and tobacco, ete. 1J think_tlo~r), 
which I did: they 1rere both contented. Cous1der:ng 
the scandal which certain individuals h~,-e been tr.nng 
to ~ow, I am indcerl that1kful that. if called upon I 
can thus bring forward a European ~itm'"'S :who wa~_ 
with me at the time in <tne"ition. so tar, Hamilton does 
not know where m· \Yhen. or nnder what circumstances. 
the photograph wa~ taken. 

(5.) During th 'la~t three or four mont.lls the head of 
oue of the Govuumcnt departments told lllf' that 
Hamilton had shown him the :vhotogra}Jh, leading the 
former to belieYe that the woman 111 question was a 
young girl being a:-:saultecl against her l.Yill. I s~tisfied 
him of hi~ error, howcYcr. when I hrong-ht him the 
negatnre. 

t6.) Your letter \Yas thns the ~econcl OCf':asion ~n 
which I learnt that snch a lJlackguardly charge was laul 
against me. If the photograph wllich is now being 
handed round behind m~- back tloes in any way present 
~uch an appearance, there must either ha Ye been smne 
wilfnl manipulation about it. or else it must be ct.n~ to 
the fact of its being reprinted so far. The or1g1nal 
negative, which was thrown upon a screen with some 
200 others at a mcetjng of the Jolmsoniau Club about 
six weel\:S ago, ought to be sutncient proof that t'~-cre i:-< 
not the slighte:::.t ~haclow of doubt in m~· contention. 

(7.) Since the rece1pt of your letter I have b~en il:­
formed that Hamilton has two pl10tographs 111 h1~ 
vo•,,session. I took t1vo Yiews-from the back and from 
the side. :Jir. :Jlohsby tells me that i.f such is the case, 
Hamil'on must have taken the same opport.nuity of 
stealmg the second one unbeknown to him. 

(8.) You may use the above information jnst as ;vou 
deem fit (except. )lr. --'s name or the -- R1vm· 
until I receiYe this gentleman's statement that I have 
as:ked. him for). t have not bing. to add to it. }ly on~y 
trust is that, with this explanatiOn before you, you Will 
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be in a position to convince my detractors that I have 
been guilty of no conduct un,vorthy of a gentleman an cl 
a man of honour. 

Alwass yours sincerely, 
""'~~'-LTER E. RonL 

I may say that Dr. Roth has left the name of 
the locality blank, and also the name of the 
man until he receives permission t<> publish his i 
name and confirm his statement, and the reply ' 
has not yet been received. It was only some 
days ago that the letter was sent. In reply to 
the above letter the Bishop of Carpentaria 
wired-

Letter received Am satisfied explanation Fsc letter 
if you wish.-Bishop Om·pentaria. 

~ feel it to be my duty to my officer to put that 
m, and I can 0nly say that it is to me incon­
ceivable that any member of Parliament should 
take the course that the hem. member for Cook 
has, with such extraordinary pertinacity of 
persecuting a public official. [Government !;,em­
bers: Hear, hear !l 

Mr. MACAR'fNEY ('l'noHnr!): Before the 
question i" put, I would like· to say a few 

words. I suppose it would be im­
[7.30 p. m.] possible to obtain eome statement in 

regard to the intentions of the Go­
vernment so far as they relate to the Specbl 
Retrenchment Act; but I think it is a fair 
thing to ask, before this n10tinn is agTeed to, that 
some statement should be made in regard to the 
report which was obtained from the board 
appointed to inquire into-and alle,ed to have 
inquired into-the crganisatinn, or~ reorganisa­
tion, as you may call it-of the ci vi! service. As 
';1att~rs stand, the 30th ,Tune has gone by, the 
~peCJal Retrenchment Act remains in force 
until the 30th Septem her next, and those 
officers whose salaries have been decre,tsed 
will suffer further retrenchment. I think it is a 
fair thing to say that the Government will not 
be justified in putting the recommendations con­
tained in that report into effect, having regard 
to the discussion which has taken place in this 
House and the vote that was taken as the result 
of that di>cussion. I think they should, in jus­
tice to the civil service, stav their hand. I do 
not wish to go very deeply i"nto the matter, or tu 
P.rolong the discussion, but I think they have 
smce found, m many departments of the service, 
that the recommendations which were made by 
that board were utterly use1ess, and such as 
could not be fol!o.ved. I know, as a matter 
of fact, some of the recommendations were 
put into effect ; and I know that thev have 
since been altered back to t!'!e old state of , 
thing·"· Those circumstances are in themselves a ; 
condemnation of that report. I asked for a re- ' 
turn during the earlier clays of the ses~ion which 
I thought would throw some light upon the alle­
gations which have been made in reo-ard to the 
$1Ving' effected by retrenchment. I ~egret that 
that re~urn :va, not forthcoming during the 
recent d1scusswn, when the matter might have 
been gone into more fully. It c tme' forward 
this afternoon, and, in the ordinary course of 
events, perhap.,, I would not ha\-e been able to 
quote the few fi><ures which I have been able to 
extract from that return ; but I have used the 
few moments that were given me since the return 
was placed on the table, and I have brought out 
certain results. It will be remembmed that an 
allegation was made to the effect that prior to 
the appomtment of that board the Government 
had succeeded in making a saving of £20,000 per 
annum by retrenchment. The return which I 
asked for, ''nd which I will "hortly describe, was 
intended really to check that statement. The 
return I asked for was-

A return sh?willg the names of all persons (incluUing 
supernumeranes emplo:red fm· a greater period than six 
months), sul<ject to the Public ~ervice Act, who !eH the 
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service owing to death, resignation, dismissal. or re­
trenchment, between the 15th day o! September, 1903-'-

That was the date upon which the J>resent 
Government assumed the reins of office-
and the 17th da,. of Ma;•, 1904-
wbich was th!' date upon which Parliament met­
and the positions held by them rbpectively; together 
with the names of all persons admitted to the service 
between the same elates, including supornnmeraries, 
and the duties for which they were re..-.pectively 
employed, salaries paid, etc. 
Th<tt wits the return I asked for at the opening of 
the session, before any of the recommendations 
which were made by the board which I have men­
tioned could ha\e come into effect. If they did 
come intn effect, they would have made the 
figures I have totted up wurse against the Go­
vernment than they really are, Taking the 
figures which have been supplied in this reurn, 
I find that twenty.two officers resigned during 
that period, c'trrying salaries amounting in all 
to £4,272 per annum; three officers died, carry­
ing salari<::d amounting to .£880; three officers 
WPre dismis--Pd, carrylng salaries amounting to 
,£769 ; thirty.,ix were retrenched, carrying 
salaries >tmounting to £\1,614; and twenty-nine 
snpernun1eraries were retrenched, carrying 
salaries amounting to £.f,27D--making a total 
reduction in expenditure uf £HJ,814. Against 
that I find that thirty-fonr officers-including 
twelYe of the retrenched officers I ha vementioned. 
whose total annual salaries amounted to £:!,025--­
were appointed, at total salaries per annum 
a1nounting to £G,981; fifty-one suiJerntnneraries­
including three only of the supPrnumeraries who 
had been retrenched, and whose salaries amounted 
to £650-were appointed at total annual salaries 
amounting to £7,378, making a total of appoint­
ments to the civil service proper and of super­
nurneraries mnounting to £14,359, which reduces 
that supposed saving of £19,814 to the small sum 
of £5,4ii5. [Mr. ,J. LEAHY: I thought it was 
about £4,000.] And, when you come to look at 
the fact th:tt the salaries of those officers who 
had resigned, died, and were dismissed, r,mounted 
to £5,821 per annum, it will be found that there 
was a sum of about £400 on the wrong side, m· 
in favour of extra expenditure as against actual 
retrenchment. There was, practically, an in­
crease of something like £400 in expenditure, 
taking the whole thing roughly, as against an 
alleged saving of £Ul,tll4 per annum. I made 
the statement during the last discussion that, 
in my opinion, the civil service of this State 
had been exploited by the Government fDT 
the purpose of making political capital, and, 
in the face of this return, I do not think there 
can be any doubt whatever about it. I do not 
know what the answer of the Treasurer wiil be. 
The return is there, it spe>tkR for itself ; the 
columns are not added up, but I venture to say· 
that the figures I htwe given are absolutely 
correct. A certain rumour has been assiduously 
circulated in the district which I have tl1e 
honour to represent, to the effect that I, in this 
Chamber, have mude a vicinus statement in 
regard to a lady, the wife of Mr. Brennan, whU> 
was appointed as a member of that board of 
inquiry. I deprecate very much the circulation 
of statements of that sort; but inasmuch as 
the Premier, the Secretary for Lands, and the 
Treasurer, and certttin other gentlemen, in 
making answer to the speech I made on cc 
previous occasion, made reference only to the 
point in which I was alleged to have stated that 
the wife of .iHr. Brennan wa" a relation of lYh. 
Kids ton, I think it is a fair thing to make refer­
ence to th~t m:<tter now. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I hardly follow 
the hon. member, but he will he distinctiy out 
of order if he refers to a previous deLate in thi~ 
session. 
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Mr. lYIACARTNEY: I might possibly have 
referred to that debate if you, Sir, had not 
pointed out to me that I would not be in order ; 
but, as the st3,tements that were made by me 
were made by me outside the House as well as 
inside the House, I shall only refer to matters 
outside the House ; and I would like to say that 
in all I Haid I was actuated by the want of 
candour on the part of hon. gentlemen opposite, 
who failed to state where Jl.1r. Brennan's 
recommendations came from. VVfl have been 
unable up to the present time to ascertain 
bow Mr. Brennan's appointment was made. 
:!"' o 011e has come forward to say that he wa" 
recommended by the head of his department or 
that the bead of any department brought hin, 
under the notice of any member of the Govern­
ment. [The PmmiER: His recommendation 
was the reputation he bears in the service. 
That was his only recommendation.] That is a 
very general statement, but it conveys nothing. 
[The PREmER: A high <ecommendation.] [;1,1r. 
.J. LEAHY: Bunkum !J If the hon. gentleman 
had got up in his place and told us that he had 
made inquiries ,;1mongst the various he;:ds of 
departments, and that they had pointed Mr. 
Brennan out as the officer most fitted to fill the 
position, J would have accepted his assurance, but 
the hon. gPntleman has at no time e»:plained how 
::Vir. Brennan came to be selected. [The TREA· 
SURER: What is your explanation·:] The only 
explanation which I have had at any time was 
the interjection made by the hon. member for 
Clermont.. [An honourable member: And you 
fathered it.] No, I did not father it. I saicfthe 
hon. member for Clermont made the statement 
by interjection. That was the only authority I 
had, and I found it was absolutely nntrue. I 
have the authority of the hon. senioi· member for 
Rockhampton that the only relationship is that 
Mrs. Brennan is the daughter of one who was a 
next door neighbour of the Treasnrer's fnr many 
years. [The TREASURER: Ten years ago.] Quite so. 
-~tall events, I should be very sorry to make any 
statement which would convey a false impression, 
and I think the hon. gentleman knows that very 
well, but I cannot say that what I said is any justi. 
fication for the rumour which has been circulated. 
(The THEAScRER: vVhat is the rumour which has 
been circulated?] The fact remains that we 
have had no explanation of ;yrr. Brcnnan 's 
appointment. I made certain remarks with 
regard to l\ir. Brennan',; recon1mendations, and 
no reply has been offered to what I then said. 
Hon. gentlemen opposite have simplymadecertain 
references to an untrue statement made by the 
hon. member for Clermont. I do not wish to refer 
to the matter at any greater length, but I do 
think, in justice to a number of gentlemen in the 
civil service, some statement should be made a' 
to whether they are to be made the victims of 
retrenchment upon retrenchment. 

HoN. R. PHILP (Town.n·ille): I must confess 
I never felt more embarrassed on rising to speak 
than I do to-night. It was said by the Premier 
that the member for Cook and those behind him 
had made an attack on him. I can assure this 
House that I do not believe a single member on 
this side encouraged the member for Cook to 
make that attack. [Mr. LJ;~SINA: The members 
for Stanley ttnd Fassifern cheered him.] I did 
not hear them cheer him. [An honourable 
member : It is not true.] I do not wish to enter 
into the matter at all. It is a painful thing to 
talk about, and I would be the very last to 
make a personal attack upon any man. I have 
never done so, though many attacks have 
been made upon me, especially by the Trea­
surer. [The TREASCHER: I am sure I never 
attacked you.] Yes ; the hon. gentleman has 
called me corrupt fifty times. I hate these 

charges being brought into the House. It 
makes public life detestable to any man. I 
cannot commend the Premier for the last words 
he made use of in his defence. He Baid he had 
been offered the Premiership by this side of the 
Home. I remember going with Sir Arthur 
Rutledge to Mr. 11organ, the Premier, and try­
ing to induce him to come back to hb own part)' 
ag:tin, but there was no offer of Premiership 
that I heard. He has said that he would have 
been guilty of treachery if he had consented. 
\Vas he not guilty of treachery when he left thie 
sirle? [Opposition members: Hear, bear!] 
However, I do not wish to go into that n:atter 
at all. Every body knew that something 
occurred in \V arwick so1ne years ago, but the 
people of 'Warwick forg<1ve him if he made a 
mistake, but he says he made no mistake. 
[The TREASURER: He said more than that.] 
I do not wish to go into the matter. 
I would rather not refer to it, because it enJ­
barrasse~ me very much, but I wish to inform 
th,, House that there is not a single man on this 
side who encouraged the hon. member for Cook. 
[::\Ir. LESINA: And you disassociate yourself 
entirely from the charge?] Yes. [Honourable 
members: Hear, hear!] [::\Ir. ,J. HAMILTON: I 
did it ''on my own," on evidence that I had.l 
The member fur Clermont should be the last 
man to ask me that, becau'e he does nothing else 
but make charges. [Mr. LESIKA: I have been 
attacked evc•ry night for weeks, and I had to 
defend myself.] However. we have drifted away 
from the subject. The Ministry have asked for 
two months' Supply. I think that is a fair 
thing, either two or three months' Supply, but I 
think they ought to tell us and the country 
whether they are going to do anything to 
reduce the number of members of this House. 
The leadc'r of the Opposition enlarged upon that. 
It was well known at the last election that the 
majority of members of this House were pledged 
to reduce the number of member., and the late 
Government had a Bill drafted for that purpose. 
They had the districts mapped out, and a Bill to 
reduce the number of members tco fifty-six must 
be in the Home Secretary's office. I remember 
well the present Premier saying last session he 
would not go in for such a dra,tic scheme of 
reduction as I would, but he was going to reduce 
the number of members. I understand he had 
a .,cheme prepared to reduce all the double 
electorates and make them single electorates. 
but that his party would not con;;ent to that. 
[The TREAScRlm: \Vhy do you understand that ?l 
[The PHE1IlER: That information is not correct. j 
\Yell, I have heard so. Jf it is not corrPct, 
I accept the hon. gentleman's statement. \Yhy 
has he not the courage to come down to the 
House with this question? He has waited for a 
referendum on the subject, but he cannot get 
that now. and it will be three years before there 
is any reduction in the number of members of 
the House. vVell, I do nut think the country 
will stand it. I would heartily support, even at 
this stage, a Bill brought in for the purpose of 
reducing tlw number of members. It will get a 
great deal of support from this side. I know 
some of his Labour friends do not want to reduce 
the number, but I think the country wants it, 
and it need not be a party question. Let bim do 
that, and he will have done something. But what 
has he done for the last two years? [The PRE­
)!IER : :For how long?] Last session was wasted, 
and this session is wasted. vV e have sat about 
two months, and according to the tigureB, whic:b, 
I understand, are in print atJ d supplied by the 
8peaker, members on the other side have spoken 
for forty hours and members on this side for 
forty-one hours. ::'if obody knows better than the 
Premier that we were ready to divide a fortnight 
before he consented to divide. He was waiting 
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for Mr. Murphy. LThe PHE3llER: That is not 
correct.J I 'ay di,tinctly that I told the Premier 
we were quite ready to divid~ one Thursday 
nig-ht. [The PHE3riEH : Not a fortnight.l 
\Vel!, thirteen days after the debate started. 
Is that not nearly a fortnight? [The Pm:­
.JllEH. : No ; the hnn. me1n ber is not cor­
rect.] It is thirteen-fourteenths of a fortnight. 
[The PRE3IIER: The amendment was only dis­
cussed for ,;j,c sirtings.] At the Premier's re­
quest I WPnt to his room, and he asked when I 
thought the House could divide. I said, "\Ve 
can divide to-night," and yet after that he 
comes down and blames us for wasting time. 
[:\fr. TeRN ER: Quite right.] It is not true. 
[The TJ<EASl:RER: Perfectly true.] I say it is 
not tnw, because it is in print under the 
Speaker'" hand that Government members 
spoke forty hours and the Opposition forty­
one hours. A fortnight before the division 
was taken this side was prepared to take a 
division, and I repeat that it is no fault of this 
side that so much time has been wasted. Of 
course hon. members opposite will make this a 
~ry when they go to the country-that the 
Opposition have wasted the time of the House, 
and would not allow them to do any business. 
LThe PRE31IEJ\: Your statement is not true, 
because the amendment was only discussed for 
six sittings.] I remember going one Thmsday 
Pvening to the Premier's room, and I told him that 
I was ready to divide that night, but we did not 
divide then; we took the division a fortnight 
later but one day. By referring to Hansard 
hon. members can see that I said I was ready to 
divide a good while before the division was 
taken. There is one other little matter I would 
like to refer to. \Vhen the Address in Reply 
was on I said that I was very pleased that the 
Government did not intend to re-enact the 
Special Retrenchment Act, and the Treasurer, in 
his mild and gentle tone, said, '' \Vho told you 
that?" (Laughter.) No doubt the Premier may 
have had the intention of repealing this Act, 
hut the Treasurer did not. Xow we are 
coming to an election, anrl I think the 
Premier would do the right thing in repeal­
ing this Act, and I am sure that the ch-i! 
servants will be very pleaRed if this Act is not 
reimposed. I think they hrwe snffered enough 
already. [The TRE-1Scl\En: From whom?] :From 
the Special Retrenchment Act and the acts of 
the present Ministry, and particularly the acts of 
the Treasm-er in diswissing so many unfortunate 
people and making other appointments. [Oppo­
sition members: Hear, hear !] \Vhy, only 
to-night it has been stated that the Trea­
surer has dismissed fifty-nine supernumer­
aries, and has taken on forty-eight others who 
have never been in the public service before. 
[The TREAScREH: \Vho told you that?] The 
hon. member for Toowong has stated that. 
[The TREA'~t:REH: He ;aid what he knew nothing 
at all about.] He sairl that fifty-nine super­
numeraries had been dismissed and forty-eight 
new men taken on. [The TrmARlJHEl\ : He knows 
nothing- about the matter.] Now, it was given 
out through the country that the service had 
been made available for llilinisters' relatives and 
friends when we on this side were in power ; 
but I am proud to be able to point out that I 
have not a single relative in the public senice­
(Hear, hear ;)-and I am sure that I have as 
many relatives as any man in this House, 
and I hope that none of my relatives will ever 
get into the public service. fMr. DcNSJ.'OHD : 
That stand,, to your credit.] 'l'he hon. member 
for Charter' Towers says that, hut the very 
ne:xt t1me he gets up, he will abuse me like 
a pickpocket. (Laughter.) That is the sort of 
kindness we get from the Labour party! I have 
seen thirty or forty of their howlers 'prevent us 
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from addressing meetings, and I have had plenty 
of that experience. [The TREASt:llER: Are you 
making that as a charge against the Govern­
ment ?j Yes, because it is a Labour Govern­
ment. (Laughter.) Tr.e Labom party think it 
is a splendid thing to bid for fair play; but they 
never give fair play. I care not if I never come 
back to this House. I have been a member of 
this Assembly for a number of years, and I am 
like the Premier when he said that he is 
not dependent on his J\1 inisterial or member's 
salary for his living. I did better before I came 
into this House, and no doubt I could do much 
better if I left it; but I want to leave this House 
with a clean reputation, and I defy any man in 
this House, or any man outside, to say that I 
hav~ ever done anything that I am ashamed ::>f. 
[Honourable members : Hear, hear !] [Mr. 
LESINA: No one ever s"id so.] You said so 
yourself. (LaughtBr.) Only this session you 
charged me with all the sins of continuous Go­
vernments for the last thirteen years-with 
regard to the tank engines, the Lindon Bates 
dredges, and other things. [Mr. LESINA : I 
did not make any personal charge against 
you.] I would point out that when Sir Hugh 
Nelson had a surplus I was Treasumr; when 
Mr. Byrnes was Premier and there was a surplus, 
I was Treasurer ; and when Mr. Dickson had a 
surplus I was also Treasurer; but according to 
the hon. member for Clermont, Philp should 
have been killed and buried long ago. (Laughter.) 
I can always say that I tried to do equal justice 
to Labour and other members-[ Opposition mem­
bers: Hear, bear !]-and no one on the other side 
has had the gratitude to say so. The big, burly 
member for Gregorv, Mr. \V. Hamilton, went 
about blowing that 'he got what he wanted for 
his electorate in spite o£ the Government. [Mr. 
W. HA3IIW'ON: You did not assist me.] You 
did it, and the public life of Queensland must be 
getting to a very low grade when these things a~e 
resorted to, and the sooner every decent man 1s 
out of politics the better. [Mr. Tummn: Things 
have been Yery low this afternoon.] Now, we 
are soon going to the country, and I hope that 
on the platforms the Labour party will make a 
new departure-that they will only speak of 
public men with regard to their public actions. 
I know that there are some vicious men on that 
side--

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
Hox. R. PHILP : I hope that hon. member,; 

oppooite will bear in mind that sometimes two 
can play the same game. I have no wish to do 
so, an cl have never done so. I would rather leave 
the House than make personal attacks on any 
hon. member; but on many occasions the La hour 
party have attacked me personally on platforms. 
[Mr. COW AI': Y on ought to go to the Couri1, 
for that sort of thing.] I am prepared to defend 
mvself against the Courier or any of the Press. 
I "do not see the Labour papers, but friends of 
mine have told me that their papers often 
attacked me personally. [Mr. LES1NA: Look 
at what the Dail!f iVIail said about Mr. 
Rutledge !] I,abour members in this House 
must have descended to a very low level when 
they ha,-e to rake up every trivial, pettifogging 
mistake in a ma,,-s past life. But, I would ask, 
is there a man in this House who can hold up 
his hand and say he has never sinned? No, not 
a single man. [Mr. LESINA : The hon. member 
for Cook can.] The hon. member for Clermont 
can't. [Mr. LESTNA: I have always cheerfully 
admitted that. I am not a saint, like the hon. 
member for Cook.] 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
Hox. R. PHILI': The Premier has given hi:; 

assurance that he does not wish to reimpose the 
Special Retrenchment Act, and I would like to 
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get the same assurance from the Treasurer. 
lThe TREASuRER : Do you think we are as bad 
as you are'?] I am not as bad as you are. I 
want to see the 15 per cent. taken off, and I hope 
they will take off the income tax, too. The pre-

sent Government maynotcom'3 back. 
[8 p.m.] There may be another Government 

come in, and the Premier has made 
no provision for another Government at all. 
If the present Government come back, they 
have ample Supplies. Another Government will 
want another month's Supplies. I presume the 
Premier is quite satisfied he will come back with a 
large majority. 1 have no wish to protract the 
debate. It has not been a very profitable one 
-(hear, hear !)-for anyone in the House, and the 
sooner these personal attacks are dropped the 
better it will be for the House and the better for 
the country. If we thought more of the country 
and less of ourselves, we should do better. 1\iianv 
hrm. members seem to think of themselves first 
and the country afterwards. 

:\lr. P . .J. L EAHY (!V ([7·rego): I think there 
an· wm" :m·ong- reasons why Supply should not 
im grantc·d at tlw pre~cnt time. I am one of 
those who haYP al·wavs consistentlv believed in 
reducing th0 uu1nb~lr of Inornbers of this 
House, and there e an lw no doubt that a Yery 
large maJonty of thr• l'lcctors of the countrv 
<lC'sire that there should he a rcducti0JJ c;f 
members. I take it that a Bill for that pur­
pose would be among tho~e uncontentious mea­
sures which the• leader of the Opposition re­
fprFPd to a f(nV day:_; a.g·o. I soe no reason why 
a Bill of that kind shoulrl not he put through 
in twentv-four hours, and why, after the nPxt 
Pl<'ction, we should not come back from the 
country with a very much reduced number of 
rnf'nl bers. The late Premier last year pro­
posPcl to reduce the number to 56. I go even 
further, and say ihat the numbm· might very 
Nell be cut down to 40. In )few South 
\Vales tl1P Gonmmwnt. which was retained in 
power by tiw Labour party, kept back the re­
duction of nlPnlbC'rR as long as possible, and it 
was only as a last resource rhat tlwy submitted 
the matter to 1 he cmmtt'y by way of referen­
dum. They gave thu country the choice of 
thrPc numbers. the lowr'ct being 90, and the 
countrv Yotecl for th<> ]owe -.t llV an overwhelm­
ing majority. In all probal>il;ty if they could 
have Yoted for a lower number than 90 thev 
would have <lmH• so. The population of Keiv 
South \Vales is. roughly speaking, two and a­
half times that of tJw'Pnsland. Prior to the 
rPductiou of mcmlwrs tlwv had 125 memb01·s: 
we hPrn haYt' 72. If Wt' w(•re to ha....-0 t.hc ~ame 
uumber in proportion to population as Now 
flouth \Vales, "·c should' haYc 38 members 
instncl of tlw 72 we haYc at the pre-sent time. 
lt nmy b" 'iaid b:v hon. murnbPrs opposite that 
Queensland ;, kss thickly pnpulated than 
='low South \Vaks. ancl, therefore, requires a 
larger propottionatc number of 1nnmbcrR. 
But we must remember that. in Xew South 
\Vales. outsidP the municipalities, thPre is 
uo system of Jocal ~overn1nenL wherea:-­
in Queensland we hav<' a rPmadmbly fim· 
system of local g-overnment- which rc-lif'.VE'S 
members of this Assembly of a very largP 
a,mount of work which is performNl by 
the New South "-ales As,embly. And if we 
,et off one fact against- 1 he other, I am con­
vinced that if 90 members are suflicii·t<t for 
New South \ValPs. 40 would he C1mple for 
Queensland. If 1t is contf•nderl tl1at 40 is tno 
small a number, I would have no objection to 
have the number fixed at 50. If it is assumed 
that it is impossible to bring in a Bill to reduce 
the number of members to 40 or 50, at this 
stage I see a way out of the difficulty. We are 
told, until we are almost tired of hearing it, 

that the party opposite believe in trusting the 
people. As a democrat, I believe in trusting 
the people, too, and I have no hesitation in 
_sa:·ing that, if actions are to be t.he test, there 
are better and more genuine democrats on thi, 
side of the House than on the other. although 
they do not, say so much about it. If it is a good 
thing to trust the people-and I believe the 
people ought to be tru·,ted-we haYc 11- golden 
opportunity of referring to the people n~t onlv 
t.he question of the number of members bt!t 
also the salary which members shall receive. 
What is to prevent the Premier from bringing 
in a Bill submitting those questio!ls to a refer-
endum? It could be done almost without cost 
at present, whereas if the matter is deferred 
a few months it will probably cost several 
thousands of pounds, and if it is not done 
until the election-after the coming· one-three 
years will pwbably have gone. and we 
:--iwJi l1a\"P tht' prf'l':iCHt number of 1ncmber:s 
fo!' ri1at tlDH'. T.bt~ 1d1olo thing could be done 
ill lt•:-;:-; than forty~cight hours. rrhere is not 
o1w bm1. HH'nJbcr on this side -who would not 
help to uarry such a Bill through. The electors 
would ~hen be able; to say, at tho general 
<•kction, what shall he the numbor of members 
a •td what their salary shall be. ['l'he PREMIER: 

, Tlw Uon·runl(•ut beli<'vc the present salary is 
I httle <'lHJUgh.l I only mention the question of 

;ah.cy incidentally. T~c rnore urgent question 
" t·hat of th<' rcductwn of members. The 
Uovc•rnmont. han' already told us they are 
not equal to the task of deciding what number 
of nwmlwrs we ought to have, and they have 
tolcr us it was their intention to submit the 
qnc•stio" to a rPferendum. If the• nwmhers of 
tiw GoYernnlt'nt are sincere, and if thev 
lll'lic,-o in trusting the people, I appeal to thent 
llOL _ to thro:v aw~y this golden opportunity\ 
an opportumty whwh they may not have again 
for sCYC'ral year~, except at a cost. as I said, of 
thousanrls of pounds. As to salarv if the 
GoYcrnrnC'nt tlJink thP pre~c,nt salai:~~ is not 
too mnd1. they are perfectly justifi0d in not 
submtttmg It to a referendum. But what are 
we to say of hon. members ,-ho at one time 
t<>ll us they believe i1: trusting tlw people, and 
at auother act m quite an oppos1te direction? 
I say that 1f the people are to be trustee! at all­
and I think they should b~ trusted-they should 
lw trusted absolute!~-. But hem. nwmbers op­
pnsttc- do not hk<' to trust the pc•opk-. The­
country dPtna.nds a reduction in t.h0 uumbcr of 
nH'mbors, aud I think it also dt'nland~ a rcrluc­
rion in thP Ralari('3 of n1Pn1bcrs. If c··n~r there 
wc'l'P <Jllestions upou which the• \\'ill of the 
JWopk should bP taken thcv are thesP two 
matt-ers. \\-hat is the countrv to think of men 
who bcliP\-i:' in reducing ~veryboc1v except 
thcmsoh-es? The' ciYil SNYicP has iwcn re­
trenched-almost harshly retrenched. I do 
D

1
0t bclif'Yt' in any pr:ivilC'g{'d o~· yan1por0d 

c,a''· and I clo 11ot- beh0vc that Clnl Rcrvants 
a rr' L'n titkcl to more than men outsir1e the scr­
YiC'P; hut 1 am of opinion that man:v ciYil scr­
Ynuts lwxP beeP most unjustly and harshly 
treatc•cl. It comes with a Yery bad gracp from 
hon. nwm bors to r.-duce the salariC's of ci,-il 
'i'n-ant-s. and at the samp time to keep tho full 
nurnbc•r of n1crnb('l'S of this I--IouRf' and to re­
to in the' prPsont salarioR. I be lien' that is 1-l•e 
opinion hr•lrl by a Yery large number of people 
nut..:;iclu th(' I-Iousr, and that when n1Prnbcrs go 
lwfor? the country thPy will probably get a 
surpn~c. rThP~7 need uot go to thC' countrv 
with thP idea that the people outside a,·c- dving 
to re-cord their Yotcs for them, bccausP ther<> 
tu·c a considerable number who do not look 
upon their actions with approval. I have been 
in the countt·y two or thr0e times during thP 
last six months, and I have heard m0n whose­
political views are opposed to mine strongly 
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c·xpressing . the opinion that the number of 
members oi the f'>.c;sPmbly should be reduced, 
and some who a're equally as strong in the 
opinion that the salaries of members should 
he redueccl. Some supporters of the Labour 
party have told me that they were under the 
impression at one time that many members of 
t 11e Labour pm·t0 wore in favour of a reduction 
ir; the number of nwmbers. but that thev are 
!low com·inccd that the whole question' is a 
'luestion of hilld.s: and that is larg(•ly the 
opinion of people outside. I appeal to the 
Hon. the Premier not to allow this oppor­
tunity to pass without obtaining the opinion 
of the public on these two questions. It can 
be done now at absolutelv no cost. In addi­
tion to the question as to the number of mem­
bers he might also put the questions, " Are 
you in favour of the present salary? If not. 
are you in favour of £250, £200, £150 per 
per annum, or of no salary?" Is the hon. 
gentleman afraid to trust the people? I am 
not afraid to trust the public on either of 
these questions, or any other question, and, 
speaking generally, I do not think anY 
hon. member on this side is afraid to tru;t 
the public. There are a large number of 
hon, members on this side who are just 
as truly representatives of labour as anv 
hon. members opposite, and who are jm:t 
as anxious i·o serve the public interest, and I 
believe that as time advances the. recognition 
of this fact will have a larger hold on the 
public mind. \Yhy should the Pttemier rush 
ro the country when he had that magnanimous 
offPr from the leader of the Opposition with 
regard to non ~conte-ntious mt.>asuros 't [An 
honourable· member: vVhat are non-contcn­
tiou:' rrwa;;urps ?) The reduction of the number 
of members is non-contentious as far as this 
~ide is concerned. Of course, when we re­
member the declaration made by the leader of 
the Labour party, to the effect that he does 
r:ot believP in a reduction in the number of 
mombers--I suppose that declaration was 
inspired by what took place at a caucus-it 
i3 not surprising that the Premier is not 
prepared to submit this matter to the 
country. Probably, if he were allowed to 
have his own way, he would be willing to 
do it, but we know that th<> real masters 
of the Government do not want a reduc· 
tion in the number of members. That is 
the only explanation I can offm· for the 
Premier not being prepared to submit this 

to t.he country. ThP offer of the 
the Opposition was a rnost magnani­

and the elaborate defence of the 
of t _Le U-~nrern m_ent in urging an 

chs olut10n winch the Premer sub­
rnadc was entirely beside the point; 

!:-y ru.-..:lung' 011 all election he is puttint!,' 
cum 1i.ry to c.;on~idf~rable inconvenience. 

l am q uito prepared to give the 
credit for patriotic motives. 1 hold 

lnnse 110nd not l1e di <...;oh'od for 
another month, that in the meantime 
non-contentious absolutely necessary mea-
StU'es could be passed. There has been a 
·cTcat dr.al of Ull11('CC-, ·1ry haste in this matter. 
lt u.ppPar,; that the reason why the Go­

to go to the country is that this 
a rnducLion of mornbcrs should 11ot 

the country. If the hor1. gentle­
to put this matter beiore the 

con ntry lw has an opportunit.y of doing so 
now, and if he declines that opportunity then 
the whole re,ponsihility must rest upon him 
and those associated with him and it will he 
impossible for them lat<_>r on t~ say that they, 
a!ld they only, behove In trustu!g the _peop!e. 
If t,wy ''""rc' smcero m therr desue for 

[il1r. P. J. Leahy. 

economy, about which we have heard so much 
they would not delay dealing with this ques: 
tion of a reduction in the number of members. 
But apparent.ly they do not believe in economy 
the moment it touches their own pockets. We 
know that all over Australia the number of 
members in the Assembly has been reduced. 
·with the exception of Queensland there is 
not a single State in the Commonwealth that 
has not made a reduction in the number of 
its members. Are we to be told that public 
sentirn<mt in Queensland is so different from 
public sentiment in New South \Vales that 
the people here do not favour a reduction? 
[The PRE~IIER: Did they reduce the sala­
ries of members'!] I am dealing with th0 
question of a reduction in the number of 
members. If thP hon. gertleman does not 
wish to reduce the salaries, I should be 
prc·parecl to confine the referendum to the 
quc,tion as to whether the number of mem­
ber,; should be reduced. Half a loaf is better 
than no bread. But I would prefer to see 
the two qur ·tions included in the referendum, 
There are a number of other matters that I 
should like to refer to, but I shall do so very 
hrw1ly. I was not present when the Premier 
spoke at an earlier stage this afternoon, but 
I understand he stated that the elections are 
to take place on one clay. If he said that I 
think it is m1 eminently proper thir'tg. 
Durmg the last few days 1 have heard 
certain. Labour members sa.ying tha,t they did 
not thmk the elections should take place on 
one day, but if the Premier is of opinion that 
they should take place on one day I cordially 
agree with him. I also think that it would be 
a fair thing to hold the elections about the end 
of August. Of course, if the hon. gentleman 
chooses to bring in a Bill in order to submit 
the question of the reduction of members and 
a reduction in the salaries of members to the 
el~ctors, that may render it necessary to 
shghtly postpone the date of the elections. 
With regard t? the most desirable day for hold­
m;>; the electio_ns, we are . told there is only 
one day that IS at all smtable, and t.hat is 
Saturday. I know that in many of the Western 
towns-Toowoomba, Roma, Charleville, and 
many other towns-the storekeepers keep open 
on Saturday, and most of them have their 
half-holiday during the week. While Satur­
day might be fairly suitable for Brisbane and 
other places, I do not think it would be so 
suitable for the country. However that is not 
a very vital matter, and if the 6overnment 
have made up their minds to hold the elec­
tions on a Saturday, I do not suppose 
there I.s very n;uch to be said on the point. 
There IS one thmg that T would like to have 
seen touched upon more fully during this 
debate. \V e have been told Romething about 
the unemployed, All over the \V estern countrv 
there ar.e a v_ery large number of unemployed. 
I am reliably mrormed by persom in the \Vestern 
country \.hat a large number of honest and will­
ing workers are looking for work. \Vork could 
be foun~ for them in connection with rabbit 
~estructwn. The Government have clone very 
httle m, the matter of keeping down the rabbit8 
or keep1ng up fences, thongh 1 mn pleased to see 
that s?me kind of attempt has been made in 
that d1rectwn lately, I do not wish for one 
moment to blame the :Minister for Lands for 
that, for of course he has a Treasurer who 
may 1:ot give him the money; but I should like 
to brmg under the notice of the Government 
th::-t the unemployed question is a very serious 
thmg at. the present moment, and it is a much 
hrger evtl than many people imagine. I have 
re::soJ_I to think that the Labour members are 
brmgmg pressure to bear on the unemployed 
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to keep quiet until after the elgction ; but the 
fact remains that the unemployed are there, and 
that, though puny and ill-directed effort~ have 
been made to find work on the c0ast, nothing 
has been done to find work forth<" unemployed 
west of Dalby. It will be two or three mouths 
before members will have an opportunity under 
the most favoumble circumstances of •peaking 
in this Chamber again, and I would suggest to 
the Government that, if they can see their way 
to do anything in the woy of relief works at all, 
these Western people should be considered in a 
matter of that kind. They deserve relief just 
as mnch as the penj,le along the coast. :Many of 
them have families, and we know that in no 
part of Queensland has the distress been felt so 
keenly as in the \Vestern country, for the simple 
reason that the mainstay of the \V estern c .. untry 
were the stations and selections. lt is so well 
known to everybody that I need not press the 
point home, that practically four-fifths of the 
stock in the Western country were destroyed 
by drought. The result is that there is not 
the ar~ount of labour that there wns a few 
years ago, and we have a vast number of 
men going from one station to another, and 
they can get absolutely no work. If anything 
can be dune to find work for these men, the 
Government will be doing a must commend­
able act, and I repeat tho,t there is quite as 
much necessity to provide work for these men as 
for the people nearer the coast. A statement has 
been made on several occasions that members 
on this side are afraid of the franchise. '!.'he 
Premier on one occasion told us that we were 
fighting in the last ditch nf conservatism. I for 
my part utterly repudiate anything of that 
kind. I am not in the least afraid of making 
the franchise more liberal than it is now. If 
the hon. member wishes to do away with the 
property vote, I am not opposed to doing away 
with it. I am quite sure that a large number 
of members on this side are in favour of liberalis­
ing the franchise. 

The SPEAKElt : Order ! I would remind 
the hon. member that the second reading of the 
J<'ranchise Bill is on the business-paper, and he 
cannot anticipate discussion upon it. 

Mr. P. ,T. LEAHY: That is merely by way 
of illustration. I do not intend to pursue and 
elaborate the argument at all, but what I do 
object to at this moment is any attempt to go 
before the country under false colours. '!.'here 
can be no question that a great deal of elec­
tioneering has been attempted in this House, 
and in the case I referred to the Premier 
endeavoured to convey a fal~e impression. There 
was nothing further from the truth than an 
impression of that kind_ I say for myself, and 
many hon. members on this side whose opinions 
I know. that we are not opposed to "'n altera­
tion in the franchise, but I do not believe in 
certain portions of the machinery Bill adopted 
by the Federal Parliament, and I venture to say 
that the P,·emier's attempt to delude the country 
by misrepresenting our attitude on this question 
will fail as it deserves. I c:tn only say, in con­
clusion, that I think the Premier ought to 
bring in a Bill, either to reduce the num­
bfcr of members, or to submit the matter to 
a referendum ; and if he does not do it, the only 
concltrsion I can come to is that the Premier and 
those who are aesociated ,vith him are afraid to 
trust the people. 

::Y1r. FORSYTH (Carpwtaria): I certainly 
thought that before this the Treasmer would 
have got up and placed his views before thA 
House, because I should like to hear the views of 
the Government on several matters which have 
been referred to. The question of the Special 
Retrenchment Act has just been mentioned, and 
as far as we hav<> gone there is no information as 

to what the Government are going to do. All 
we know is that people have the idea that the 
Government are simply filling in the Estimates 
the net amount the civil servants are receiving 
now, ann, therefore, there is no occasion for a 
Special Retrenchment Bill being introducerl. I 
think we are entitled to some information from 
the Treasurer in regard to this point before we 
~rant Supply. There are a large number of items 
m connection with the finances which are not likdy 
to come in next year the same as they came in 
this year. There is one item which stands out 
boldly, and that is the question of the extra money 
received from the stamps. \Ve rec• iverl a large 
amount last year-something like £55,000 more 
than the year before-and as !ar as one can 
possibly judge we are not likPiy to attain the 
figur•_., thi~ present year as we did up to the 30th 
,T nne last, and that is an amount which must 
necessarily be considered in connection with the 
Estimate,. I haY<" no doubt thP hon. gtmtleman 
must have considered that question. [Hon. R. 
PHILP: He may not be the Treasurer when t.he 
House meets.] 'l t does not matter to me whether 
he will be Treasurer or not. I think before we 
go to the country we should haYe f·ome idea 
where we are with respect to the civil servants. 
We know that the Special Hetreuchment Bill 
brings in, roughly speaking, something like 
£100,000 a year. I think that the amount rlown 
in the Estimates last year was something like 
.£94, 000. \Vhether that was the actual amount 
or not I cannot say- [The TREASURER: Rather 
more.] I said £100,000, roughly speaking. \V ell, 
I have not got the figures, but it does not affect 
my argument whether it is .£1,000 more or less. 
We have tried our level best in speaking before­
I do not wish to refer to debates which are now 
closed-but we have endeavoured, both outside 
and in this House, to try and get some informa­
tion from the Government wit.h regard to their 
action in connection with the Special Retrench­
ment Act. \Ve have received no information 
whatever. The other day a ;;tatement appeared 
in the papers to the effect that the Government 
hoped to be able to do without the Special 
Retrenchment Act this year. [Hon. R. PHILP : 
They won't reimpose it now.] I do not know 
whether they intend to reimpose it or not, but 
there is one thing quite evident to me-that they 
mean to try and get the civil service people to 
believe that they are not going to reimpose it. 
\Ve have to try and get information which, I 
think, is most important information, because it 
is information which refers to a very large sum 
of money, and which may put the Treasurer's 
Estimates out or in, as the case rr1ay be ; and if 
it is the case that the Special Retrenchment Act 
is not going to be imposed again, and that the 
civil servants are to get the salaries they had 
prior to that. spec;~"! _\.et, then I say the 
people of the country before the election 
should get to know exactly where we are. 
l can r,ssure the Treasurer tb .t if it is intended 
to do away with the :Special Retrenchment Act, 
no one will be better pleased thew I; and, if it is 

intended to give the dvil servants 
[8.30 p.rn.] the salaries they had prior to the 

introduction of that Act, the hon. 
gentleman will have no stronger supporter of the 
measure than myself. But, while that may be 
so, we have to consider the question from a 
purely financial point of view, and I would ask, 
in the event of the hon. gentleman being willing 
to dispense with the Special Retrenchment Act, 
how he is going to raise the revenue which he 
will thereby lose. During the few minutes I 
have had to look over the revenue for the year 
in connection with the various departments, 
I finct that the hon. gentleman received 
£20,000 more from the Federal Government 
than he anticipated. As a. business man, I 
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can conscientiously say that this year pro· 
bably is the worst year, so far as busi­
ness is concerned, that we ha Ye had in Queens­
land during the last ten or fifteen years. I 
may be wrong, but I do not anticipate that the 
revenue to be derived from the Customs and :Excise 
this year is likely to be as much as it was last 
year. [The TREASliRElt: It is likely to be 
more.] The firm of which I am a member has 
branches in almost every one of the principal 
towns in Queensland, and we get a return from 
each of them every month, and I can assure the 
hon. gentleman that not only ourselves, but a 
large number nf the big firms in Queensland find 
that business is steadily dtcreasing. [The 
TREASURER : \Vould you eay that the prospects 
are worse in Queensland to-day than they were 
last year ?] The actual bm;inPss done is less 
to-day than it was twelve months ago. [The 
Tmusumm: That is ilD, but what about the 
prospects?] The prospects, so far as they have 
gone, are really no better than they were twelve 
month" ago. As >e matter of fact, the actual 
turnover is a great dealles,;. 

Mr. TGR:s'ER called attention to the state of 
the House. 

Quorum formed. 
:Mr. FOHSYTH : The general consensus of 

opinion u,mongst busmess men is that this will 
be one of the worst yAars we have lmd in (lueens­
land for many years past. Business is going 
down ; sales are a great deal less. [The SECRE­
TARY FOR AGRICULTuRE : 'rhe southern mer­
chants are collaring the business.] The business 
is not being done-I don't care whether it is 
heing done from Victoria, from New South 
\Vales, or from home. [The SECRE1'AUY FOlt 
AGIUCULTt:RE: The values are less.] Th" value 
is not there, and the actual volume of business 
is not as good. It appears to me, therefore, that 
the l\linister will receive a grPil.t deal less revenue 
from Customs and Excise than be got last 
year, owing to the decrease in the dutiable 
goods that will be consumed. I have not 
seen the detail,; with regard to the federal 
revenue and expenditure, but it ap~ears to 
me that the reason the hon. gentleman received ' 
£20,000 more last year than he anticipated from ' 
the Commonwealth was not w much because the 
revenue increased, but becau;-(e a very large 
arr,ount of money that was passed upon the 
l?ederal Estimates la~t year was not spent. 
Then we got from taxation something like 
£()0,000 more than we :tnticip<tted; from lands 
we got £27,000 1nore t.han l&:·;t year, and, as \Ve 
are told that the Government intend to take off 
the poll tax, that repre,ents another sum of 
abont £27,000; while, if the special retrench­
ment is taken off the civil service, that repre­
Hents another snm of about £80,000. These 
amounts total over £200,000, which has got to 
be made up somehow, if we are to square the 
fim.trwes a.G the enU of Lhe year; and l hope the 
Treasurer will get up and giYe the House some 
information with regard to those items, and more 
especially in connection with the Special Re­
trenchment Act. I think it is nnfair that the 
civil servants should be kept upon tenterhooks, 
and that they should not know exactly how they 
are going to he treated--as to whether they are 
simply to pay the income tax, the same as every­
body else, or if the special retrenchment is to be 
continued. The hon. gentleman knows very 
well what he intends to do, and yet in such an 
important mattP.r, and which represents such a 
large amount of money, he carefully conceals all 
the time what is his intention. I believe 
he is somewhat frightened to make a state­
ment to this House, otherwise we should 
have had it long ago. I mentioned a little 
while ago that I saw the statement in the 
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papers that the Government "hope" to be able· 
to do without the Special Retrenchment Act, 
and I gathered from that that the civil servants 
were to have the same salaries as they had prior 
to the passage of the measure, hut I would like 
to get something different to that from the hon. 
gentleman. I would like to get from him an 
authoritative statement to the effect that it is 
the intention of the Government to give the 
civil servants the salaries they had prior to 
1002. Anyone can say, "We hope to do so-and­
so," for the purvose of trying to blind the civil 
servants, and, of course, prior to an election, it 
is only natural to suppose that hon. gentlemen 
opposite will try to blind the public as to their 
intention,;; but I trust the Treasurer will get up 
:1nd tell us exactly what the Government intend to 
do, and how he intends to make up the deficiency 
of o<·er £200,000 in the revenue for this year to 
which I have referred. Is he going to make it 
up by means of a land tax? Of course, we know 
that he propGses to impose a graduated income 
tax; and, while that may help him to a certain 
extent, I venture to predict that no graduatecl 
income tax is likely to bring in the large amount 
of money that he will be short. I may be out 
£20,000 in my figureb; but these are very impor­
tant matters, and no doubt will have the atten­
tion of the Treasu!'er in connection with his 
estimate of \Vays and Means. I did not intend 
to speak at all to-night, but I hope that my 
remarke will lead the 'rreasurer to have the 
courtesy to give the House some information in 
regard to these matters. The referendum has 
been referred to in this House, and I think that, if 
the Government aru sincere in their wish to give 
the people a chance to say whether we should 
have a referendum or not, a Bill could be 
passed through this House in ha,lf an hour. 
\Vhen the people are appealed to on the 21th 
August, do the Government intend at the same 
time to appeal with regard to the Referendum 
Bill? l hope the hon. gentleman will consider 
this queotion, because it is the general feeling 
throughout the country that the Government 
have shelved the question with regard to the 
reduction of members. I can assure the Govern­
ment that if they introduce a Bill for a referen­
dum they will get my hearty support. Another 
point which ha~ bel·n raised both outside and 
inside the House is in regard to the reason why 
the Opposition moved a vote of W<mt uf con­
fidence in the Government. The general ~on­
sensus of opinion among La hour and son1e other 
papers is that the Opposition were afraid that 
the Franchise Bill would be introduced and 
passed. Now, there is not a single word of 
truth iu that statement, and I am prepared to 
,,ay that I believe the Government will get as 
hearty support for the measure from member:o 
sitting in opposition as they will get from those 
sitting behind them. The Franchise Bill is a 
measure that would have be on introduced by the 
late Government last year if they had had an 
opportunity, and it is a Bill to which we are to a 
large extent pledged. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle­
man is not in order in referring during a debate 
of this character to the Franchise Bill. 

Mr. FORSYTH: I merely wanted to give 
one reason why the want of confidence motion 
wail introduced, and to contradict the statement 
that it bad anything to do with the Franchise 
Bill. I hope the Treasurer will get up and give 
us some information with regard to the points I 
have raised, so far as the finances are cvncerned, 
and also with regard to the statement of the hon. 
member for Toowong in connection with the 
various alterations that have taken place in the 
public service. Personally, I had not seen the 
report to which the hon. member alluded, other· 
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wise I would have gone carefully through it; 
but I have not the slightest doubt that the hon. 
member for Toowong studied it carefully, and 
has correctly concluded that there has really been 
no saving at all. The number of appointments, in­
cluding supernu1neraries nnd new officers, comes 
to eighty-five from the 15th September, 1003, 
to 17th May, 1904, and the total number of re.;ig­
nations, dismissals, and retrenchments is ninety­
three. The number is therefore much about the 
same, and the difference in money paid out only 
amounts to about £4,000. These are matters 
which require some explanation, and 1 sincerely 
hope the Treasurer will tell U9 exactly what he 
thinks about them. Another matter to which I 
should like to allude is the miscellaneous receipts, 
from which the hon. gentleman received some­
thing like £70,000 this last year. Although I 
have not got the figures at my disposal, I do not 
think he is likely to receive the same amount of 
money from miscellaneous receipts this year, 
and there will be <Wother £30,000 or £40,000 to 
be made up. I "hould particul:trly like to know 
whether it is the intention of the Government to 
take off the special retrenchment of the civ1l ser­
vants at the end of September and pay the salari< '3 

paid prior to 1902. If that is their intention, they 
will receive my he:>,rty support, and I believe the 
hearty support of most me m hers on this side. 

* Mr. T. B. CRIBB (Ipswich): Th<' question 
i;, that we go into Committee of Supply for 
the pnrposc of granting the ~linistry a sum of 
money to carry on the necessary expenditure 
of the conntry during the time of the proposed 
g·enoral ·. lcctim1. I am not disposed to make 
any objection to the amount that I understand 
the Treasurer intqnds to ask for, but I •Jo 
protest agaimt the action of the Ministry in 
wasting the time of the country as they have 
done. [The TREASUHER : Are you posing as 
a humoi'ist '!] \Vhen they came into offi~o 
thPy pleaded for time to consider the finances 
of the State, and to prepare their measures, 
and we offered to allow them two months to 
<·nable them to look over their measures, aacl 
also to prepare their Estimates, and give' the 
House sonw indic,1tion as to what they in· 
tended to do. Had they acceph'd our offN 
th(·re wouhl have bncn plenty of time for them 
to ~a,ve prepared all the necessary 1neasures, 
and to ha vc g-iven the House some definite 
idea of what thev intended to do. and some 
very important 'business would have been 
transacted bv th<> Chamber before the House 
adjourned fo"r the recess. In spite of the solid 
majority they had at their backs at that time 
they did Hot feel inclined to accept what I 
c-nusider wa.s a ycry reasonable proposition on 
d1e part of the Opposition. 'l'hey have now 
met the House, and what do we find? \Vhilc 
practically thelr ndn1inistration has been con­
<lemned, even by members who support .them 
in other respects, they take the opportumty of 
further postponing all necessary legislative 
1·eforrn under the plea that the House is not 
ia a condition to give them a reasonable trial. 
~\ certain vote recently taken in this House, 
which affected their reputation for administra­
tion. did not in any way affect their policy, 
>!nd. I think they should have brought some 
of their meawres forward, which are of ex­
treme urgencv. before they appealed to the 
country. I do not wish to say too much 
,.bout the Teferendum proposed by the Mm­
istry for the reduction of members. \Ve con­
sider that the proposal of tJ:e government ~o 
substitute the referendum mstead of a B1ll 
dealing with the matter was merely putting 
off the question in response to the request 
of the ruling body who supports them. It 
is very well known that many hon. memb~'"s 
oppoRite are entirely opposed to any reductiOn 
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in their salaries and to any reduction in the 
number of members, though there aro one or 
two members opposite, like the hon. member 
for Rockhampton, Mr. Grant, who promised to 
support a reduction of members. But the 
majority of the Labour members are strongly 
opposed to any reduction of members, and [ 
think they are yery glad indeed to have this 
opportunity afforded them-by an appeal to 
the country-of avoiding any settlement of this 
matter. They know perfectly well that the 
country is in favour of this reduction. and I 
think the Ministry are just as desirous as the 
Labour partv are of avoiding this issue under 
cover of an" appeal to the country. Now. if 
there is to be a referendum at all. there are 
many matters which arp more worthy of lay­
ing before the electors in this way than the 
question of the reduction of members. There 
is one matter which very strongly a.ffects the 
Treasurer: that is, the questioa of whether 
we should sell our railways OJ' not. \Ve lose 
between £300.000 and £600,000 a vear through 
our railways .. I know it is the settled policy 
of the country that the railwa,ys here should be> 
controlled bv the State, and I am not prepared 
to advocate "now any alteration in that system 
till the electors have had an opportunity of 
oxpressing their approvtil; but I think there' 
are very grave reasons why this matter should 
be laid before the electors for their opinion 
and decision. I should like the hon. gentle­
man to have arranged, in thi8 appeal to the 
country, that the question of a referendum as 
to whether we should sell our railway; or nut 
ohc,uld be included. I am perfectJy :;ure that 
if the resc1lts of that refereudum were in favour 
of selling our railways the present Treasurer 
would find himself in a very comfortable 
position indeed with regard to our finances. 
it is Cf'lestionable whether we can afford to 
bear the loss which is accruing every year on 
out· railways. There may be no desire on the 
pan of r<ny Treasurer or JYiinister for Railways 
to 1nake the returns frorn our raihvays more 
or less than is right or proper. but it must bP 
kept in mind that in times of adversity the 
r:til ways being a large spending department 
necessary expenditure may be deferred, and 
thus apparently show a better net return from 
railways that year. Sir Hugh ::-i'elson found it 
nc~essary to adopt this plan, but the reduction 
rnadc by deferring expenditure was no indi­
cation of the real economy, for it necessitated 
increasing expenditure in subsequent years. 
The economic- effected through suuh d'eferred 
Bxpenditure by Sir Hugh J'<<>lson··--whom [ 
thmk cvPrvone will admit was an able and 
careful Treasurer-could not be continued, and 
ronderecl necessary a far greater expenditure 
during the time of the :Ministry in which Mr. 
Philn v;as Premier. I think there were some 
hon: nwmbcrs on the other side who then sat 
on this side who said that the money saved 
through Si1· Hugh Kclson's economies would 
have to be spent lator on. When I came down 
with my first deficit of £528,000. the hon. 
member for Leichhardt said that he did not 
find so much fault with the Government on 
account of their expenditure, for he considered 
the expenses incurred were 110cessar:y ant? 
·wore the result of econon1ies of previous year': .. 
:"'ow, th"l people of the country should have an 
opportunity of saying whether they think the 
time is ripe for our railways to be handed over 
to wivate enterp~ise or not, and when the oppor­
tunity offers I will give the electors reasons why 
I think in the interests of the State our railways 
should be handed over to private control. This 
could be made a question for a referendum 
which would be of a much more legitimat<> 
character than a referendum on the reduction 
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d member,;, on which the countrv has alreadv 
spoken. I <Llll sorry th<tt this flouse has u.;, 
had some umler~tanuing from the :1-Iinistn 
with regard to their intentions in connectioi1 
'Nith the recommendations of the Public Scr­
Y ice Inquiry Board. It has be<'n pointed out 
that the :Suggested reductions in the salaries of 
civil servants arc not only contrary to the 
spirit but to the actmtl ktt.T of the Public 
S" rYice Act. I know there arc several cases 
"vhC'ro very gra¥e injustice has been doue: aucl 
I would bn very sorry to see the 1fiuistry per­
petuate the injustices reconnncndcd by this 
board. I will mention one case withiu my 
own knowledge. In the Treasury Depart­
ment there was a very able accountant--C\11·. 
l•-.owlcs--ancl he was not recciYing a con1~ 
!Hf'nsnrate :::alarv for the work he did, and 
nothiug !ikl' \vl~at accountants in the other 
departmPni:~; rPeeived, and during rny tinw as 
Treasurer his salarv V·;as raised bv £100, :lot­
withstanding the retrenchment that was necos­
'ary thou. There wa' o1·cr him the chic>£ 
clerk, 2\Ir. Bournc. 'l'he board rccommon lcrl 
:\Ir. Fowle:.:; for an inerea,se of £:)0, <:tnrl also 
recommend a reduction in ?11r. Bourne's salary. 
I say that the Public Service Inquiry Board 
'.vcre not competent to deal with the qualifica-

tion,; of that officf'r. They may 
:·9 p.m.] get oome idea of the amount of 

bookkeeping and correspondence, 
but they coulLl not possibly form any idea. in 
the short time they had 'to do their work. of 
the admini,-trativo capacily of th0 vario,u, 

-officers. The Act says that an officer's salary 
ihall not be int£~rfererl with because sonw 
particular ':or le he is doing is not worth the 
"'mount he is receiving; he is to be removed to 
another position where he will earn the value 
d his salarv. It is a cruel shame that these 
officers 'hm'ilrl have been reduced at this rate, 
contrary to the Public Service Act, and with­
out any opportunity being given to this 
liouse to say w hethor they approved of tlw 
alteration or not. I trust that undm the 
circumstances the :Minister will not give 
(~ffect to the~e alterations, which are a.gaiust 
t.he law, without giving the House an oppor­
l,unity of vxprecising it::- opinion. LThc 
'l'REASl:l1EH: vVhat i,- tlw opinion of the 
ll ouse!] :[lion. R. PHILP : As expre,ssed 
dLtring the debate. it was that the public 
"ervice inqniry wa, no good:l vYith regard 
to the elections, it will be nccessarv for the 
Premier to endorse cmdidates who support 
him, but he will be unable to endorse any 
candidate until he has consulted the leader 
of the Labour party or thB TradBs Hall. I 
know of an intending candidate who wishes to 
.support tho }\forgan Government. He has been 
introduced to the Premier, and the Premier 
wa~ una.-ble to give hJn1 an ansvver. \Ye can 
quite understand why. The endorsement 
mast bo first approved by the authorities I 
have mentioned. Are we to hand over tlw 
Government of this State to the TradeCJ Hall'! 
[Mr. TURNER: What ridiculous nonsens0 you 
are talking.] It is not long ago that the Trea­
surer fell out with the Trades Hall, and I dare 
""'Y his independent character will not submit 
to Trades Hall dictati.on. The Labour party 
are altering their planks according to the 
exigencies of the situation. At one time they 
held a meeting at which it was decided that 
there should be no private railways con­
structed in Queemland, and they oousistently 
votod agamst them. \Vhat do we find now·: 
The people are crying out for Tailways, and, 
under the declared policy of the present Go­
vernment, if railways are to be constructed at 
all they must be constructed by private enter­
prise. The Labour party, fearing they will bP 
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defeated at the polls, have declared that they 
will not vote against the wishes of the people­
have withdrawn that particular plank, and de­
cl':,red themselves in favour of privat-e enter­
pnse. Then, again, with regard to the a,liena· 
tion o£ land,. for yPars past the Labour party 
)1ave been b1tterly opposed to it. Now, when 
m office, we find that they have quite recently 
sold a large amount of land bv public auction 
one lot realising as much as' £25,000. If w; 
live long enough we shall see them abandon 
a good many more of their planks, not for 
the sake of the development of the country, 
~ut to keep the.ir party in power. There 
1s no member m thlS Chamber who has 
a greater sympathy with labour than I have. 
I have b(len identified with labour oyer since 
l cntcnecl political life, now many years ago. 
aud ,I care a great deal more for the prosperity 
of the people at large than I do for the pros­
pr•rity of the few. But while I sav that, I re­
cognise that the grPat thing the country needs 
and the working man needs is capital-capital 
winch w1ll find employment for labour, and 
glYE' opportunities to those who have now no 
opportunities. Notwithstandi:ug what may be 
proposed by the Treasurer in the VI ay of re­
dcC'rning prickly-pear countrY, and in this wav 
finding work for the unemployed, I think some­
thing different is required. There are many 
people at the prc .. ent time who arc not able to 
obt<tin employment, many persons who have 
families dependent upon them, but who arc 
not fit for the work of eradicating prickly pear. 
There arc other kinds of work they could do if 
the opportunity were offered to them, and I 
think we are beginning to recognise that if we 
are to find work for those persons it must be 
work in which the:: can bP profitably em­
ployed. To do this we want capital. Where 
is that capital to come from? I quite agree 
with what the Treasurer has said from time 
to time in regard to the inadvisability of in­
creasing the public debt in order to find work for 
the unemployerl. \Vo must, therefore, by every 
means in our power encourage those people 
who have money to come to Queensland £, r 
investments. To do that wo must show them 
capital will be protected in Queensland, and 
that it can be im:estcd here with safety, and 
with a prospect of profit. But I do not think 
we can expect capital to come to the State 
while the Labour party and the Treasurer 
maintain their present attitude towards capital. 
I know of many thousands of pounds that would 
have come to this State for investment and have 
afforded remunera~ive employment to men 
who are now walkmg- about the streets and 
the country, were it not for the policy of the 
Labour party. I feel very deeply when I know 
of cases of hardship where people who are will­
ing to work arc unable to obtain employment 
because the money that would have helped to 
find them work has been driven out of the State 
The other day the Treasurt:r, in speaking on 
the annual statement of accounts, indulged in 
a little self-glorification. I congratulate him 
on the improved state of our finances, and for 
anything that he has done towards bringing 
about that improvement I am willing to accord 
him every credit, hut I think that in this in­
stance he has glorified himself at the expense 
of other~, and has not given credit where credit 
w<Ls dn0. The hon. gentleman, when making 
his Financial Statement in October last and 
comparing the actual revenue received d;,ring 
the three months ended 30th September 1903 
with the actual expenditure for the' sam~ 
p<lriod, stated that there was a nominal deficit 
of £162,000. The hon. gentleman further stated 
that the revenue for those three months ought 
to. get f~1ll .credit for a due proportion of cer­
tam perwchc payments of revenue which were 
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not recei1·ect ill the first quarter, but were likely 
w come in before the end of the financial year, 
'"nd that the allowance which should be made 
for such periodic payments of revenue 
amounted to £93,550, which reduced the deficit 
for the three months to £68,724. The hon. 
gentlen1a.n did 11ot, however, as he said he 
would, giye fnll credit for the periodic pay­
ments of revenue. \Vhen I brought in my 
Estimates in August last year, he said that in 
his opinion we were over-estimating the re­
venue very co11siderably. Amongst other items 
ho mentioned the receipts from the railways. 
l forget what the amount was, but he said we 
had over-estimated the revenue from the rail­
way; to a very large extent-I think to about 
£70,000 or £80,000. [The TREASl'RER: That is 
with reference to the first three months' ex­
penditure. awl that is absolutely correct.] 
That is what the hou. gentleman said-

~ow, take the hon. gentleman's e"timatc from rail­
Wa) s of £1,:35 J,OilO. '!~hat is £InH.ono mrn·e than last 
ye~J.r, and it is even £~3,000 more than was l'e<~Pived 
the year before. [:Ylr. H \B.D.\Cfn,: The Jarg{"'t in tile 
history of the coluuy, except one.] [Hon A. S. Co·;;LEY: 
One of the most vnlnerab\e points.] As a matt. r of 
fact. the only hope the "rreas.urer <"'ln ha.ve Jn this 
matter is the promised fiottrishing com.lit.ion of the 
1arming dist-ricts round about Bnsbane. 

[The TaEASt:RER: What arc you quoting 
from?] From Hansard of 18th August, 1903-
from your speech on the Financial Statement. 
JThe TREASURER: Before the change of Go­
vernment?] [Mr. J. LEAHY: Yes.l He goes 
on further to say .that these figures I gave were 
altogether unreliable. Now, after the hon. 
member had gone to the Treasury himself and 
occupied the position of Treasurer, what do 
we find? He reduced it by £20,000. He makes 
it £1,330,000 instead of £1,350,000. [The 
TREASURER: And he did not reduce it enough.l 
In October last year he under-estimated 
the proportionate periodic payments on his 
own basis by £20,000 on the railways, which 
~<'could have made the supposed deficit £48,000 
mstead of £68,000. I also pointed out at the 
till!-e, and repeat it again, that you cannot 
< 'timate the year's expenditure on the result 
of any quarter's expenditure. There was one 
department under my control in respect to 
which I will give a little illustration to show 
how unreliable his figures were. That was the 
Government Printing Office. In that Sep· 
tember quarter we had to pay the expense 
of printing the federal rolls, also the cost 
of two large linotype' machines costing 
nearly £2,000, and the supply of paper for 
the whole year. It cannot be just to assume 
that the quarter including these payments on 
account of the Government Printing Office 
would be a fair basis for the ex pen. 
diturc of the whole vcar. The whole 
thing is perfectly absurd.· The hon. member 
knows perfectly well that there were 
certain economies arranged for by the 
Ministry during the year which would net 
'how in the first quarter. I sh0wed last Octo­
her the figures given b~y· the Treasurer Wt:f{" 
~;tbsolutch veroneous. The hon. 1nernbcr fer 
'Carpcnta"l·ia referr0d to tho mattm· also, and 
g-ave a con1plcte refutation. The Treasurer 
oimply repeats the errors ho made then, and 
takes credit for having cbnc· w well. Ho is 
rather given to quoting masses of figures not 
:really bearing upon the point, though he 
endeavours to make them do so. I will 
just quote another statement. He says that 
in 1901 and 1902 the late Gevernment spent 
£1,000,000 more than was spent five years 
pr<'viously. l have already stated that the 
policy of defened expenditure adopted at thcc 
carhcr period he names nccPssitated incr~eased 
expenditure later on, I will give the hon. 

mPmber anothN illustration. which will help 
to prove the fallacious character of the Trea­
surer's figures in a very marked way. If we 
take the cxponditnre for the year 1899-1900 
instead of lUOl-2, we will find that the ex­
penses of that year, instead of being £1,000,000 
was £1,200,000 more than it \\'aS five years pre­
viously. :md yet notwithstandini' this enormous 
iucrcase in expenditure what did we haye that 
vear'! \Vc bacl a surplus of £47.788. The Trea­
Surer can makC' figures proYe anything. If he 
takes figures in the way he has done, he 
can prove anything he likes. 'We know 
perfectly well from the ta?le I am. now 
quoting from I:e ea!:! prov.e qm_te co!'tradwt.ory 
things. He IS misleadmg . m his . figures, 
and does not use them m a fair way. 

In another place he said that in 
[9.30 p.m.J tbe year 1899 the Philp Govern-

ment had a surplus at the end of 
DeoembPr of £341.000, but by the end of the 
financial year that surplus had decreased to 
£41,000. He attempted to prove from that that 
the Philp Government during the last six 
months of the v!'ar had created a deficit o£ 
£294,000. That 'is to say, he took the smplus 
of £47,000 which existed at the end of JunP 
from the surplus of £341,000 at the end of 
December, and stated that that made a deficit 
of £294.000 for the six months. The hon. 
gentleman ought to have known, if he did not 
know, that the best nart of the revenue comes 
in during the first 'six months of the year, 
principally on account of the pastoral rents. 
\Ve always expect to have a large surplus in 
December, and-unless prior to the passing of 
the Income Tax Act, we had a fairly large 
surplus at that time-,-wo knew that we were 
pretty certain to have a deficit at the end of 
June. Yet the hon. gentleman piled up figures 
in that way to try and make things look as 
black as possible against the Government 
which was in officp before him. Then, again, 
he referred to the large amount of unforeseen 
expenditure in that year. He said that there 
was unforeseen expenditure to the extent of 
over £500,000, including revenue, loan and 
trust funds, yet, notwithstanding that such a 
large amount of unforeseAn expenditure would 
actually increase the deficit very much, the 
total amount of expenditure that year-includ­
ing that unforeseen expenditure--was less 
than the net amount approved of by Parlia­
ment. [The TREASURER: I pointed out that it 
was the first year in which that had happened.] 
The hon. gent!Pman made a great deal of 
capital out of the unforeseen expenditure with 
the idea of damaging the previous Ministry as 
much as he could, but the hon. gentleman said 
nothing abont some of the items which were 
included in that unforeseen expenditure. We 
had to spend more than £150,000 on our 
contingents. That was one of the causes 
of our deficits. \V e had to pay a.ll the 
expenses of thf' Royal visits-the visit of 
the Duke of York and the visit, of the 
Imperial troops. \Ye also had an outbreak 
of bubonic plague that year. All these items 
hclped to swell our unforeseen expenditure. 
::\'ot a sinr:le rneln1~er of the Ifouse took ex­
ception ~o any of those items at the time, and 
vet the hon. gentleman now seizes thos<' 
fi~::ure:-, anJ. use's thern in such a way as to 
cmney to the House and to the country that 
the Philp Government were guilty, not merely 
of extravagance, but he tried to throw out the 
insinPation that Lhey were g-ui.lty of son1ething 
~7orso than t'xbra""~:a·-:rance. The hon. gentle­
man. in tlw statement he made at the end of 
the year with regard to our finances, said that 
the late Uovemment Paved only £3,000 on 
their estimate during the first three months 
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of thre vcar, tho present Government saved 
£6,000 i'n the next three months, and in the 
oix mouth, after that they 'aved £82,000, and 
he goes on to argue from that that therefore 
they practically saved at the rate of £164,000 
a year. I have already shown the fallacy of the 
hon. gentleman's argument by an illustration 
from one department-the Government Print­
ing Office. In that one department alone, the 
oxpenditure for the first three months might 
very fairly be reduced by over £6,000. On the 
three items of linotypes, printing the federal 
rolls, and the supplies for the twelve months, 
and those amounts ought really to be distributed 
over tlw whole twelve months. If that were 
clonE'. it would make a very material differ­
ence ia the hon. gentle1nan' s figur0s. I have 
!lOt the figures by me. which the hon. gentle­
man might tnrn up for himself. with regard to 
the cost of printing the federal rolls. I men­
tion this one department as an instance of the 
wa.y in which the hon. gentleman dealt with 
the expenditure, and it is only one of many 
snch instances that might be given. There is 
one matter I would! like, to·-~·efer to, but. I shall 
refrain from doing w, as I believe I should be 
out of order, as it deals with what took place 
during a preyious debate during this session. 
[ ma\. ho;hJVcr. take another method of re­
fcrrii;g to it. \\'hat I allude to is the state­
:nPnt, made bv the Trea::;urer \vith reference 
~.o the pnrcha~e of a certain property by tho 
late Government. There have been remarks 
n1ade in vari0u:-J papers \vith regard to the 
matter, and jt has Leeu n1ade to appear a~ if 
t.hme \~a· great carelessness displayed by the 
late Government iu connection with the tran.s· 
action. if t.herP \<va.;; uot sumethiug· worse than 
ca.rdessiH'SS. I would like to say something 
about it that t.lw public may better under­
stand the matter The fact,; are as follow :­
I am referring now to what has been said out­
side the House. The land was purchasecl from 
the Church of England authorities for £30,000, 
and when it was paid for it- was charged in 
error to revenue account. The payment not 
having been authMised by the House, it had to 
be transferred to unforeseen expenditure, other­
wise the Auditor-General would possibly have 
refused to pass it. The Treasurer seemed to 
infer that it had been authorised previous to 
payment, but it was not so. \Vhen the circnm­
stances came tn my knowledge while I was 
Treasurer, I told the Under Secretary that it 
should not be charged to revenue; that we had 
a tangible asset the payment for which should 
be charged to loan account, ancl by my in:>truc­
tions it was so charged. I think it only fair to 
explain that, because wbat has been said in the 
House has caused the remark to be made in 
various places that not merely carelessness, 
but something a great d ea! wor"e, should be 
charged against the late Government in connec­
tion with that transaction. I am quite sure any 
action I took in connection with the matter iu 
putting it right would have been taken by the 
hon. member for Rockhampton himself if he had 
been Treasurer at the time; hut I would not, 
under any circumstances, ha,·e attempted, as he 
has done, to use this as a weapon to damage the 
repnt,tion of a political opponent. I feel I can 
hardly allow the proposed vote to pass without 
asking the Treasurer to give us some idea of 
what he considers the financial position of the 
State is before Parliament is dissolved. I think 
we are entitled tn that information, and that we 
should get it under these special circumstances. 
I should like to know from the Government 
whether they have any expectation of being able to 
balance the finances without the aid of the Special 
Retrenchment Act, and whether they intend to 
propose additional taxation. If the latter is 
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their intention, I think we have a. right to bE 
taken into their confidence before they appear 
to the country, so that we may lay before the 
electors some idea of what the prospects are, and 
wba.t are the intentions of the Government with 
regard to financial matters. I think we are 
justified in asking the Treasurer, when we get 
into committee, to give us a fnll statement, so 
that hon. members, when we go to the country, 
will he able to put our ideas of the financial 
question before the electors. 

~Ir. ,J. LEAHY (Bulloo) : As the hou.r i.­
getting late, I have not risen for the pnrpose ',f 
occupying very much time ; but I have tw 
reasons for rising. One is that I want to get 
some information from the Government which l 
hope I can get by means of a question, and the 
other is to say a word in reference to some 
remarks which have been made from the other 
side of the Honse with regard to my connection 
with charges which have been made this after­
noon by the hon. member for Cook. [The 
PREMIER : I was not allndin"· to the hon. gentle­
man.] The hon. gentleman's colleHgne, the 
Secretary for Land·~, got up at a la.tf'r stage, and 
said it was reported that I was behind the 
hon. member for Cook, and the Premier did not 
contradict him. I have only to say that I can cJ,' 
my own quarrels without g·etting the hon. mem­
ber for Cook to do them for me. I never ask 
a man to do my quarrels, and I never undertake 
another man's quarrels for him. A man has no 
husines" in the House if he cannot take his own 
part. Tbat i< the position I take up. It wa­
reported in Hattscwd three weeks ago that the 
hon. member for Cook interjected, "Are you 
going to refer to Toolbnrra ?" I knew all abotot 
'foolbnrra nine or ten years ago, aud I said I \V&~ 
not ~(oing to refer to it. It waR a colleagne of 
the .Premier's who told me and a great many 
more about the matter. But nine or ten year.-, 
ago is a long way back. I can assure the hon. 
gentleman that I had nothing whatever to do 
with inciting the hon. member for Cook tu 
bring the matter forward, and I should not 
have referred to it had the hon. gentleman 
not distinctly referred to me. I will let 
that pass. I want to know now from the 
Government what steps they intend to take 
with regard to the destruction of rabbits ? The 
danger has been drummed into them as far as 
drumming will do it, bnt they do not appear to 
realise the great necessity there is for dealing 
with the question. I never conld impress on any 
Government before the late Government came 
into office the dangPr there was in connection 
with this m•tter. [The PREMIER: Not even on 
yourself.] \Vhen the Government, of which I 
was a member, were in office, there was hardly 
a rabbit alive in that country. It was impossible 
to travel there, and the mails had to be run b;>· 
cawels. The rabbits, in fact, were nearly all 
extermim,ted, but they breed very rapidly. \Ye 
put the sum nf £10,000 on the Estimates, to be 
paid over under the control of the rabbit board, 
bad as the times were, and it was given to the 
rabbit board m·ery year. Can hon. gentlemen 
opposite say that they have given anything to 
the rabbit board this year? [The PRE>IIER: \Ve 
spent it.] They are giving £5,000 inHtead of 
£10,000, and the rabbits are overrnnning the 
country. There has been a. reduction of £12,0011 
in the schedules, and most of that has come out 
of the amount votecl for the destruction of rabbit" 
and marsupials. [The PREi\HER : You allowed 
the rabbit. boards to permit the fences to tumble 
down.] It was absolutely impossible during the 
drought to do anything. You could not get 
tucker in that country. There was nothing alive 
there; hut we placed that money on the Estimates. 
Why did not the bon. gentleman allow the boards 
to spend it? [The TREASURER: Did the whole con-
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d~tions suddenly change as soon as you left office?] 
::So, we put £10,000 on the ]~stimates and 
intended to give it to the boards. [The TREA­
~CRJm: \Vhy did you not give it yourselves ?J 
IV e were only two months in office afterward~ 
and they did not want it then. They wanted it 
as they went on with the work. 'rhe rabbits 
~;r\ll be overrnnning the Darling Downs next. 
~I he PREmiER: They are there now according to 
oume people.] I'he hon. gentleman apparently 
know" all about it, and 1 can as,ure him, if 
he does nut, this rabbit question will wake 
him up very soon. A rabbit was brought 
down here the other day which was caught at 
Dalveen, and, if they come a little further 
~uuth, the question will then become a bio­
national one, no doubt. [::\Ir. TouriE: Ther: 
wg.s a cargo sold in George street to-day. J 
I hope they did not come from the Darling 
Downs. I have seen cartloads of rabbits sold 
down south. [The TREASURER: Your complaint 
is that we did not spend the £10,000 you placed 
on the Estimates·~] You may have paid it since 
the 30th .Tune. I have looked up the Gazette, 
.• nd I went to the Treasury and found that the 
figures I have given are correct. [The TREA­
SURER : I think you will find out that the £10,000 
has been Rpent.] Not up to a few weeks ago. I 
found out that therE' was a saving on the 
>chedules of £12,000, and if the Government hand 
over to the boards the extra £G,OOO they ought to 
ha Ye received, it moy do some good 'until the 
House meets again. I know that the Treasurer is 
anxious to_ say something, and I am quite willing 
t,, gtve hrm an opportunity. I do not wish to 
<letain the House more than a few minutes 
longer. I am one of those m em be"' who did not 
>peak on the Address in Reply. ['l'he P1mmER: 
You spoke on both.] No, I spokE' only on the 
.tmeudment with regard to the maladministration 
uf the Gonrnment, and I regret that I had not 
sufficient time to go fully into the history of the 
c>rimes ,,f the Government. I did not refer in 
any sen,e to the proposals of the Government 
with regard to the coming year, and T have no 
intention now of blocking the business of the 
country in any way. I shall be very glad if the 
Treasurer will get up and give us someas,,urance 
that this question of the rabbits will l.>e grappled 
with. I can assure Ministers that it is the 
biggest question that Queensland has got to 
deal with. )end it has got to be dc:clt with. 
If the matter i·' not gra pplPd with, rabbit,, will 
.,oon l.>e all m·er the Downs and other place~. 
['\fr. Ll!S!Sc\. : \Ye have also rat.'. J [Hon. R. 
PHILP: There are plenty on your side.] 
Xo matter on which side of the House we 
--;it, this is the l.>iggest question that we have 
to grapple with. It \Vas a big question when 
the count.ry was heavily 'tocked, and the 
rabbits hac! not so much to live on ; but it is worse 
::han ever now, when the pasturflge is good 
inr rabbits, like other animals, breed in pro~ 
portion to the qu"lity of their feed. In bad 
-:;eason·'J they do not breed to the san1e extent, 
,,nd a great 111any die flom starvation; but 
~n a good scJ,snn like the present, when \\'8 

have country devoid of 'Jtock and waving 
rneado\vs of grascl flnd herbage, if we do not 
grapple promptly v,•ith this pe,t, there is no 
'tying where they will not spread to. I know 
~ha.t there are g}lpi; in some of the fences, 
but these gaps ~hould have been de.,]t with long 
~"-JO. Heavy rain~ seven or f'ight n1onthR ago 
;,roke down p>u s of fences, and they have b<>en 
allowed to remain down. Tenders haw' been 
called for filling some of the gapo; but that is 
not enough. There must he continual RUJ'ervi­
,.,. :m, or else the rabbits will come in wholesale. 
It is no nse talking about the past, except an 
example to be profited by in future, and we have 
t<J deal with this question now. The mistake in 
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the past has been that too much time has 
been taken up before acting, and all the while 
the rabbits have been advancing. \Ve must act 
immediately in thiil mattbr. I trust that the 
l'rernier will reabe that prompt action is 
necessary, e;·en for the sake of the Darling 
D<>wns, which at· present seems t.o be the most 
important pdrt of Queensland. It will be much 
better from the Darling Downs point of view, 
if we fight the rabbits where they are now, 
than fight them when they get on the Darling 
Downs. I trust that this matter will receive the 
immediate attention of JVlinisters. 

<.,lnestion put and passed. 

CO~fi\IITTEE. 

Th,. T!{EASUHER: I l.>eg to move that 
thet·e he granted to His Majesty for the services 
of the year lDO·L\ a sum not exceeding £480,000 
towards paying the expenses of the various 
departments and serdces of the State. I have 
not t11ken part in this discussion previously, 
because it seemed to me to be very much in the 
nature of electioneering. I understood that 
hon. memberH ovposite were addressing their 
constituent"- [Gm·ernment members: Hear, 
hear !]-and I had no wish to interfere. [Mr. 
.T. LEAHY : Y on bad better try and be ci vi!. J 
[Hon. R. PHILP: He couldn't if he tried.] 1 
think I am civil. I think it was excusable for 
hon. members opposite to make electioneering 
speeches. [Hon. R. PHILP: '\Ve don't want you 
to suggest excuses for us.] [Mr. ,J. LEAHY: If 
you want fight, you will get it quick and' lively.] 
I do not see that it is neceseary for members on 
this side to waste the time of the country in 
making elActioneering "peecheq, I do not think 
they need to do that. \Vhen the House dissolves 
and we get to the country, no doubt we will all 
have a few remarks to make, but until that time 
comes I do not think it is necessary for us to mal<e 
electioneering speeches, and consequently I have 
no intention of dealing with the large number of 
statements which have been made any further 
than I am compelled to. 'l'he bnsinecs l.>efore 
the Committee i' very simple. The Governor 
has decided to dis"ol ,-e Parliament, and the Go­
vernment ask for Supply for two months, so that 
the public service can be carried on while tbe 
general election is being held; and now that we have 
been permitted to get into Committee of Supply 
we have only to comidertbe amount to be granted. 
The Premier h's made it verv clear that the 
Government. m asking for wl{at is practically 

two months' Supply, have made a 
[10 p.m.] demard for the abwlute minimum 

that could be Rsked for to <·cJrrv 
through the electiPns in something like a week, 
or perhaps even two weeks, kss than the general 
election took two years ago. [Mr .• J. LEAHY: 
No.] The figures given by the Premier, when 
he was speaking, made it rathPr better than a 
week less than the genetal election took two 
years ago. [Mr. ,T. LEAHY : Xot the election, 
the return of the writ,.] 'l'he whole perwd I 
am speaking of until the House meets ~gain. 
That may possibly he reduced by two days, or 
by a week, and theref0re the Supply we are 
asking for is based on the assumption that the 
elec· ions will be carried through in that time, 
and tbat members will be able to reassemble 
here at the end of SeptPmber under either 
the present or the new Gonrnment, if hon. 
gentlemen opposite are so fortunate as to have 
the conficlence of a majority of the electors. ::lo 
I do not think there can be much cavil made 
about the amount which the Government are 
asking for. A number of speakers-the leader 
of the Opposition, the hon. member for 'rowns­
ville, and, I think, the hon. memhor for Too­
wong-have appealed to me to say something 
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about what are our intentions with reg-ard to one 
thing and another-as to what was our financial 
volicy f<>r the new year. [Hon. R. PHILP: I 
never asked you thot.] The hon. fientleman re­
ferred to the ':lpecial Retrenchment Act. [Hon. 
R. PHILP: I wanted a special promise frolll you 
on th>tt matter; we do not wane your policy.] 
I can assure hon. gentlemen that if they do not 
want to hear Ille I will sit <!own. [Hon. R. 
PHI .LP : I never hea.rd of a Treasurt>r g'i ving· his 
financial policy now.] Do I understanr! hon. 
gentlemPn opposite do noc want any infnnna~ 
tion? [Hon. H. PHn,P: I do not wcmt any.] 
Does the leader of the Opposition? [Hon. Sir A. 
RUTLEIJGE: \Ve do not want inform·•tion t!:at has 
already been g·iven; we wa11t t:~ome information.] 
I have no objection to giving hon. trlPmhers 
oppn·dte aR nlUeh information on thi::; 1nat.ter as 
I have, ctlthough it is very little. I think they 
will understand ')UitP elearly that it wonl<l be 
:-:;ornewhat in1propPr fn1· rue ~to ttl t8m}Jt to rnake 
anything hkA a ::b-.inaneial StarPHlPllt nnder the 
circurnstance.s, and a £:arbled Vinanci::d ~tate~ 
.menL ,..-,:uuld be worse than if I had gonB eare· 
fully into the matter and luft it ;, provisi••nal 
t)tatement. Jn the rneantime, as they know 
f1Uite well, the Government h,we not had tbe 
opportunity of preparing- a li'i<mncial Statement 
for the House. It is the fault of the hon. 
gentlen1en OlJposite--it is perhap::; wrnng to say 
the fault-it is the accident of the periud of the 
financial year during- which this political crisis 
has taken place which has pe\·entecl that being 
done. Hon. gentlmnen ar.:: \vell aware that it 
would have been quite impo·.sil>le f<>r the Govern­
Hl• IF, Uurir;g tl1o la:--t tWtH)r three week.;;;, to devote 
atteution to details of any of the Estinmtes, 
when from day to day they were-~[Hun. R 
PHJr,p: I thought they were all ready.] The 
hon. gentleman pays the pre•cnt Government a 
compliment that be was never able to pay his 
own Government if he thinks they have the 
Estimates rearly by the miJdle of July. I think 
it will be apparent to anyone, from what I have 
said, that it is unreasonable for members of the 
Opposition to ask the Government for anything­
like a financial policy-for anything- like a, 
detailed estimate of what the I>O>ition is likely 
to be next year. [Hon. R. PHrLP: \Ve do not 
expect it.] 'fbe hem. member for Carpentaria 
manifestly expected it, and a'ked for it, and he 
gave a g-reat many figures to show that the 
Government would be behind next year by 
£200,000. I 'ay this-~ although I am not speak­
ing- authoritatively, and alth•mg-h this is not my 
final word on the watter --but it is fair enough 
to say that, as Lcr as I know-as far as I cm 
guess now-n1y opinion i :·, despite the hon. rnmu~ 
ber forOarpentaria, tbat the revenue this financial 
year instead of being less tllan last timtncial year 
will be gr".tter. [Hon. Sir A. Rc~'LJWGE: l<'rorn 
Customs?] That was one item. Tlwre were a 
number of other items, sorne of which will be 
less; but I think on the whole~-I sav this with 
diffidence; I would like t0 give anotli-.,r week or 
r;wo to the matter before I am more positive 
ctbout it-my opinion is that ')Ur revenue this 
financial year will he better than it wao last 
financial year. [Hon. R. PHILl': It ought to be.] 
The hon. member for C.wpentaria did not think 
so. I hope that, as we were so neat· avoiding a 
deficit altogether, we will have a small surplus 
next year. I would just like to say this: Hon. 
members opposite, as well as hon. members on 
this side, will, no doubt, be pleased to learn that 
the statement published in the newspapers on 
the 2nd .T uly was incorrect to the extent of 
nearly £13,000. [Mr .• J. LE.\HY: Have you 
only four.d that out n•>W ?] The hon. gentleruan 
is only finding it nut now. [Mr. ,J. LEAHY: I 
found it out a week ag-o.] [The PnE~!IER: 
In what respect did you find out it was 
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incorrect before the Treasurer informer] Ynn? l 
A mist"ke was made by an officer of the Treasury 
Department in crediting to a trust account a 
sum of money which should h:wc been entered 
to revenue account, so that the re,·enue for the 
year was short credited by about £13,000, and 
the deficit for the year instead of being £23,000, 
rs I staterl it would be, is £12,424. [Go­
vt-'rument mernh<:·r~: Hear, hear~] Hon. n1en:­
bers will no doubt be glad to hear that. 
[Hon. Sir A. HcTLED<lE: Do you expect to got 
another windbll to the tune of £(;0,000 fron: 
,;ucce"ion duties to help you along?l No; but 
I should he very pleased if some ;,f the hou. 
gentlem"n's rich friends wonld die to give us et 
windfall, though I do not know of any who are 
sick just now. \\Te shall of course receive con­
siderably less revenue from stamps ne:-:t ye'u 
than we receiver! this year. However, I do 
not. ~hink it is proper for me to speculate very 
minutely about the possible financial position 
next year. As I have already said, I cannot do 
so with any kind of authority, and it is better 
th>tt T shouhl not ny anything about the lllhtter 
until I can do RO with authority. There i< 
thir1g the Governmf'nt have be(~n t'ften 
alwut to~ night, nnd that i~ with rrg-ard 
matter of ~peei"l rebenchment. \Ye h1n-e 
a g-reat deal of weeping by friends of the civi~ 
Rervants opposite on the hardship of retaining­
the Specio.l Retrenchment Act. The hon. rnen:­
b r for Toowong and the hon. member for 
I\Iaranoa \V ere very path~ti...: on the rrw.tter of the 
rnbbf:d ch·il ~er\·ant•c, [Hon. Sir A_. n-cTLEl)GE: I 
cl id not say anythinr-;- ;tbout rubbed civil servant-.] 
The hon. rnemberforToowo-:·g act.uallysh<r\ved u...; 
to-ni" htthat the retrenchment effected by th~ pre 
~entGove1·nrnentonlya.n1ountecl to £U,!15G, and yet 
for two n1onths Wt~ hat,- bt>en denouncf.:cl as crnel 
and helpless in our busintS< o; rlealing with tfk 
civil service, and that by gentlemen who only 
two years ago proposed to take £100,000 a yt 
off tlF-'~e sa1ne civil sen-'ants in one act. '_£hey 
did not exactlv do it-the amount was between 
£!1:},000 and £DG,OOO. But now, because an election 
i::; coming on, or for whatever reason it rnay be~ 
[~.fr . .J. LEAHY: You ha\e a good season now.]­
they an· ve1y n1uch concerned about \vheth~r 
the civll servants are to bL rdievcd of thL;; 
irtt<):ern,hle burrlen which they lJlaced upon then., 
[~Ir. .J. LEAHY : L that a:l you han· to >':l.J1 
the u1hject ?) I sott very pa: iently here to-n1ght 
and did nut ~ay a \VOrd, aud now wht'JJ I Y<:-nture 
to speak for a few nlinute:-:; I an1 not allowed 
to utter a cnnple of ;.;entences without object-inn­
able interrup' ioH from the otiter ~--ide of the 
Chamber, which m>tnifests-if the hon. rnemher 
for Bulloo will pennit n1e to say :-<n~a good deal '-"f 
intolerance. 1 have no objection to interjections 
that are germane to the subject, but I do object 
to hon. members attempting to hnlly 1ne 
interjections. [Hon. R. PHII,P: You 
bi'(gest bully in the Houst ,] I am not a 
[~Ir . .J. LEAHY: Of course, if you don't want to get 
yonr busine~s through you ean choosP. the proper 
course.l \V ill the hon. member permit me to sa_, 
this? [~Ir .. J. LEAH\' : Ye>: ae long as _von con­
duct yourself properly.] Thank vou. It Heem,, 
to me that hon. members opposite would 
been much wiser men if they harl ailnwed 
business to go through on 'the voice'. 
regard to the Apecia~ retrenchn1rH1t, about 
w much h:ts been said, I had hoped a month ag-o 
that the Government would have been able t · 
see their way to repeal th" Special Retrenchment 
Act when they brought down their financiaL 
policy, which would probably have taken phce at 
the end PI this month or the beginning of August. 
[Mr. ,J. LE.\IIY : It expires; you rln not want t.: 
repeal it.] The hon. member for Bulloo know3 
that it would not expire at the beginning of ,T uly~ 
but would go on till the end of September, an 
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he also lmo"•s that the ci,·il servants have to 
thank himself am! his colleag-ues for making it 
impos~ible to deal witn thiS question in the 
Financial Statement by the IJeginoing of August. 
If there ir< no chance of the ::Opecial Retrench­
ment Act being repealed instettd of allowing it to 
lapse at the t nd of 8epr:.ember, hon. me1nbers 
l}pfJuRite are responsible for th'l.t. I an1 not sure 
that the Go,·ernment would have be<m a.b!e to do 
that, b11t 1 ''Y 'h.tt it was th<e wish of the 
Government to do ir.l and I bad Ktrong hopAS 
that it would have lJcen able to do i'. 1'hat part 
of the hnancialpolic)• which we ohonld hnxe hid 
before the House when the F1naneial ~tat8lnent 
was nmde would haw~ been the repP::'lJ of the 
Speciat Retrenchnwnt 1-\.ct, a11d the reason for 
that was this-ordinary people both inside 
and outside the Hvnse "''n understand this 
quit0 wf-ll-th;-!t the (}ovennnent did their 
very best to bri11g d11wn the civil s.erva.nt 
to \vhat we eon ...... }dt->J' be<lrnc.:k requiremPH~~­
\Vhere it wa~ po..;:,....,jhle we red need sabrie~ \Vlth­
out any preLnr about it-\vithuut anv 1Jretenc~: 
that it was temiY,ntry--- <'P reduced th~ coRt:. of 
the public Rerv-ice to, :J 1 have ~nid, what we 
considert?r.l bedrock. :--)nme hon. r11ernher t.hink 
it W8)} bt:'low t.bnt, h1tt in any ca~m that i," whr t 
we tried to do; ;-lnd that br·i1;~ !- ·~ it fo!lo\V•J 1:0:: a. 
neces·.,ary CO!l'-1E'(p-:_~nce t.hat we slwn~d pay thern 
the ~ahrie.;; th:-tc. \\T•' thought the_y ough ... 't-.o get, 
and th:tt we thought their work (·ntitled tbPnl to, 
wit.hont any r:wch hA:-tY,V Jt~trenchment as tbL:; 
£100,000 a year. 'l'ha'; wa' the idea of the 
Governn1ent on the 1Tl:1th-'r. 'l'tJP GnvPtnment 
v.?ere not certa1n-eonlrl n<~t p•)s.-~ihly hp ct·I·tain 
t1ntil they had tt)e:r E~tirnett8.--; practically cnm­
pletnd-~whetber tlwy wonld be abln t'> repeal 
the Specialltetrr>nchruent .Act; fo!' thR iirstqnartPr 
of the ycn.r, l111t I do not think any of ns hFLd any 
doubt n.t all that \Ye would C:-'l'tainly not renew i:. 
fGovernment tnembers: Ho::.tr, he:1r !] I haY~ no 
idea at all, nor tlo I think any member of the (J,,_ 
vernnwnt h"·· any idea, thctt there \g t.he ~lir:htest 
prm~pect nf our rene,vint, the ~I1ecin.l Jletrench­
nlent .Act. I on1:'i-'~ rt'~re~ that-; circtun~tanc(_s 
ha\'e happened ' J as tu make the repeal uf it 
impractjcnble. I do nnt think I rwPd ~~\Y any 
1nore on thi~ n1~)_tter. [Hon. Sir .A. Rl'TLEDGE: 
Do you exp0ct the incrP;l!':Cd re\·en1le will cnver 
the lo,s of rh~t £100,000, together with other 
lO''Se' ?] 1 think eh~; effeco next nat· wil! be that 
we w1ll l,q ablr> to do ' ithont that. [:\fr .. J, 
LEAHY : Do you propose renew Uw nw n11e 
tax'!] Yon ~Jurely ktw\v \\ th~ pnliey of tbe 
Go:, f'rnm~nt i'. '""':i~h regard to the inc .. nne tax: 
lMr .. T. LK\ll Y: :'\ n, I •hl not: I know 1 s:w.ll e~pose 
you all I know.] l k!;O'V tha..t, to•l. Prnctically, be 
will O[liJOH8 8~~erytld11::::· tlli- {"j-.._:\'8rlHl1PHt prll­

pmes to do. I Hon. H. l'HILl': He i; taking a le :1f 
out of \'ntll' hook.] [~'lr. ,J. LK\HY: Yon 
opposrld i:~.J T think wbRt I the 
poll tax. LCitlVernmt>nt n1e1nhH'S: !] 
[Mr. ~J. LEAHY: Yuu vn~.ed fnr the poll last 
year in..,tea.l of oppo.-:;ing it.] If I underM \nd 
the situation dt'"trly, hon. :;;entletnen opposite 
are very sorry thry did. not take Iny ad vice on 
thut 1natt.er. [G !Yennnent trl\ mbers : 1-Iear, 
hear!] They ~,5e Y~"r~· ~~urry they did n1)t alJ.Jw 
the poll tax to iJe tdled. i~lr. Taor,x: \Vho 
has paid the poll tax up to" the present time? 
How n1any bn,q~ b•:'en exempted frmn it ·who 
had a right t1J have pa.id it? You. could lnve 
got thou"m•ls of pountk] I hrJpe the bon. 
member for Anhiguy will ut.rLrstand that I 
ha\'8 nothing at ~dl to do wit~1 exernplin~· p, ople 
from the poll tax, L?\Ir. JI,Ic::\1.\.s-rER: It io not 
a poll t:u,J Yes, it 1s. I do not think there is 
anything 1nore 1 rprrnire t' ~:lY 1 e-xcept. to Ulo\·e 
the nwt.ion. 

l-ION· R. PHILP: I hope I shall not ta,ke 
tlu·ee,quarters of an hour to say nothini[, like 

the Treasurer has done. I did not exp<'0t a. 
financial statement whon he i,; only asking fur 
two months' Supply. but what he ought to te.ll 
us is, how he inhmds spending that money 
among the civil servants. [The TREASURER : 
The Premier has told you that twice.] No, he 
has not. rThe TREASURER: Y oo. he has.] Ther0 
arc thrPe classes of people to be dealt with. 
There i,; t cla" the salaries of which the 
public :-.el'\ ice cornmission hav0 recmnmendP(l 
should be decreased. The other ciass is not. 
tonchPd Rt aiL Then there is another class in 
which the salaries ha Ye bern increa ,,.cJ. Th0 
Pr -:n1ier told us increa:SC'"' would 11nt be pait1 
unt.il voted by the Hou.se. That is the nsual 
thing to do. Men who have not. }~PPn tDc!Chf'd 
at all were paid last year. \\'hat ·1bout thos•' 
tnen 1vho~o salari0s have been redncncl 't Doe:; 
the GovernnH'-nt int-end to act on tlw rccon1-
rnendation of the rolnlni.s:--ion, and pay then1 
dw reduced ,salary? [Th0 PRE,IIEH: Y E'i'.~i 
\Vel!. that is information. [Tiw TREASrRER: 

::;aid tbc Prc-rnie-r told vou that t.1vo dav~ 
<1 ·o.J I said very littlo 'Yliile the hon. gentfe~ 
n1an >Yn~ '-'pcakinr--he c1aimcd ihl' Boor of t.h~"" 
Ft ou:-c I think the GoYcl'ninent ong-h1 t-o pay 
t.l1Gse n1e-n t-he ~a1ne as thPy got Ja~t year. 
loecnLhC' this .Hou~o l1a::-: ~aid practically----onP­
half thP f-Tou'-'e--that ~-ll(' C(nnrrri.s~ion wP.l'f' 

wrong, and should not haYo :;·C'rnn1n1cndPd 
thns0 de~.rease~. There is a typPwrit-er--::: girl 
-and :f..-) per is taken off her salarv. 
T;H'·!"(). is ":\ 1 r 1n th0 rrrf'a:::-un:- -- ~·ho~-:.l 
thP- latf" rrl'C'HSlll'Cl' quoted to-night----£3U jS fll'O­

pO:-;C'd to l·)e taken of-f };i:-> ~a.lary. 1 kno '"' hf' l 
~Ul excellent off1cor. a11d he has been llnfairh­
trc-ated hy H1Pll vd1o carne jllto that. ofilcc \Yh~l 
knPW nothing about their businp,,, and did 
not pr,.tc-nd to kno·w. 'Then ~lr. R0ncUP, tlv· 
J::tPg'i"tral' of Friendly ;·;ocietie.~--a nian \Yhn j, 
held i11 Hw highc::t ~n1 all oYer tJuet:11sland 
h\· r-h hi ndly lie g·· i-s lP~S pay 
1 han >thf'r 111: n In e1 imilar nosition ill 

A rC'duetion of £31t 
1s , alarv. J-..; his ~--alarv to 
IH' rr•.;.;t-:n·<·d·: I think this (Jucstion mighf he• 
fairlv answered. I would adYisP tlw (}oYerl\­
l'lf'-n't. tn pa~- ('Ycr.; body according to last yca:c'~ 
~alar,v. nnt~I they nwl-;::r' np thc1r n1ind to bring­

E. -1-i1natcs bc-forC' thi~ Ffousr- \Yit.h tl:e 
L unckrstand that some c1cputn­
Tt~l·cd on the• ~\Iin~.:.b_Ts abvut sornc 

J t;1ink th<• salal'.V nf the tRxirw 
'rr:s roconJn1CJI(1t:(1 to Lt~ 

nnd0rst .tnd the ~\.ttornPY-
0Pl1! al :,.;; !JOt ;'"oiiJ::,· to dc'crca:;-p bi~ ~~alar~~. 
\Ye ought to know whether some fayoured men 

g-r t.hcir ~:datic~s back. or "'d1''ther all 
·;;Tt it bnck. l, the cliscnssion ha;:-; 

t!1at comiDi_:;;,.ioil c1id nor 
~. ·rt..::; bad and 

Th ,t all I int.,nd to 
thcl'c j,~ another 

friend thl' 
CalllC 

wa11t 
r on haY­

Hepn 
it is onl \-

; '") that 1H' onlv a 1nistako Of 
[j.Ir. DF:'\Sro-:=n): said ut your 

C'X[Wnditurc.] He reminds mo of a 
of lnine, 1vho did not do n1.ucb work, but 

1)11(' d::n: ma(1f' £10. IJe- C'ftl""lC' to auothC'!' friend 
_, 1 d ~:id. ·~ T~-·~k hen', 1 a1n n1nLin.12· at the 
rat<' of £3.630 a y< 1r." Those are tllf' kind nf 
st)ten1ent:" thr- 'I'Ycrsurf'J~ 1nakc s. l1c 1nade a 
ricli< p]ou~ ~t iPllJ( ·1t in this (kDat(• H

1

>Y>nt ho\; 
I h~;d ,.::;qu, !i(1PJ'('d mone-y th{• Sf~C'OIH1 hnlf of 
thf• fuwn(.inJ ·r. 'Th• fi?R£ half of thP fi.tU11!-

c;·d y('_tr i-.: lw~t. as ('Ycrylmdy knov~·~~ 

Hon. R. PhiTp.] 
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:i!ttl l.dl' ('t:o;H1 half is ahvavs tlll' worst. [Th;:~ 
TRE.\snn:n: This year·:] \Vel!. of course we 
h~Yc :r IH'\V Pl:ln at the head of affairs alto~ 
{Ptht'r. rGovernn1ent nlC'mbcrs: 1-lear, hC'ar !l 
He i' comn<>llt'd tn pay more, money thp second 
half than the first half of the year, and it may 
he hP has postponed the pastoral rents till tht• 
last Judf of r he vcar. I am sure tlw squattcrs 
would ])(' vr ry glad if he doco;. I3ut if you lonk 
back for Pight or tc'n yea.rs, you w1ll always 
find a larger amount of Teveuue collected 
during the ~first si" months than the last. 
That is casilv accouutocl for. becanse the pas~ 
tond rel'tR c'onH~ in in the ~ccond quarter of 
tl1P finaucial year; and every 1nan in business 

knows that the business clone be~ 
[10. 30 p.m.l twoen lot July and 31st December 

is from 10 to 20 per cent. bettPr 
thau tlw hw,im'.··S done between 1st January 
and 30th J tUH'. That also is easily aconnted 
for, cspccia!ly ia Tegard to country business. 
T have had oome experience of that kmd of 
business in n1Y tim0. JF ou can do no business 
at all in some parts of Xorth Queensland 
bPt\\CC'll January and j\Iarch, as it is raining 
all the tune, an<l teams cannot travel. Then 
again, all thP wool is taken off between July 
and Dem·mlwr, all the sugaT is crushed, and 
the harvest is reaped iu those six months. In 
fact. uearlv two~thirds of the business iu 
(~ue.enslaml i:o dou· between 1st July and 31st 
Decem her. )T ou cauuot rllakc a correct esti­
mate for ouc. two. or three months. You 
lo.ave generally to wait until the very last 
month of t !tc vcar to know how the accounts 
are going: to furn out. 'Visor men than the 
l;l'C:icllt T\'ca;.,utel' haYc been rrrea.surcrs iu 
(,luccusland before Kidstou came. Some of 
tho Trf'at5un'rs svo haYe had duriug the forty­
Jhc year> we havo had representative govern~ 
Dwnl, iu 1 

_ _,fU('C'E:slancl haYe known far rnorc at 
iuauce than the hon. gentleman is ever lik0ly 
to know. He has made several statements, 
but, when you come to dissect them. there is 
~othing in them~like his speech to~night­
t hree~quartNs of an hour taken up w1th a 
long, dreary, ,~oleful speech. He told us he 
had nothing to say, but we knew that. We 
rlid not expect a Financial Statement. We 
only wanted to know how he proposed to spend 
shr mon<'y for two months, and he has not 
told us that. Ho asks for £350,000 for salaries. 
£30,000 from crust funds, and £100,000 from 
the loan fund account. '.V ell, I am sorry that 
he 1s not gmug to pay the officers what they 
•·•ore getting last year, because I think that 
those from whose salaries £2. £10, and £30 in 
two casc•s, and other small sums like that. 
should not have those reductions made without 
a discussion in this House. I do not know whv 
£2. should hP taken off an unfortunate type­
wntcr. The board seem to have recommended 
if simply to justify their own appointment, 
because tlwy say distinctly--[The TnEA.~ 
''FREn: Yon think it. would he better to take 
nff a nicP round snm like £100.] Thev sav 
dietinctly that the service was not overpaid 
0r overmanned. q The PREMIER: 2'J ot appreci ~ 
ably.] Well. that is the same thing·. They 
n1a.ke recommeudai:ions for advances ii1 
c~rtain cases. while they recommend reduc~ 
titms in other cases to· balance each other, 
<•vid"'ntl.l". I think some of the increases 
recomm0 nded will not be passed by this 
House. It would be verv unfair if thev 
were. In fact, I think it very likely tha't 
the next House will take up the position 
"that, until there is some other commis~ 
sion appointed, or Ministers themselves go 
through their departments and give good 
reasons for increases or decreases, no in~ 

[Hon. R. Philp. 

cn•a,c> at all ,hall Le paid. If .[ com0 back 
h0re, that. j, the positicm I shall take up­
that no increase,_; :ohall be paid to anybody 
uutil \YP have !:?'ood rr-asons \\7 hy these ca.pable 
n1e-n have been reduced. I look upon Sir. 
Rondle as a ma.Jl better wmth £500 a year 
than some men in the s~rvice who are getting 
£500, and ·who arE' recommended for in~reases. 
We have heard now how the £3:>0,000 1s to be 
"fle!lt, and I re~Tet exceedingly that it. is pro~ 
posed to make the· e reductwns now. The 
tTn,t monevs asked for will not be sufficient 
to. buy an P~state, and the £100,000 loa1.1 rnonp:r 
will not peTrnit the Treasurer to go m for a 
~pirited public works policy such as he rP.­
comrrwnded the !ate Govenunent to under­
take some two or three years ago. [The 
TREAS1TREH: \\~0 are not likely to take the 
latP G-oyprnme-nt'h advicf' in that l'E'8pect; 
du!'int.;· an (~lectlon.-1 T an1 not going to give 
advice to tlJtl. Trea:-:~urer. I rf'rnemhPr at the 
time of the last general Plcction the hqn. 
gentleman hPaded a dBputation to me-a 
mo:ot nuseemlv thing- to ask. I thought. 
'YhPn 1 went· to Ro~-khamptou. he met mP 
oorne 25 mile' from the to" n with a re~ 
cplPst for a rrnmicipal loau. [ told him so 
t.heu. too. ITh0 TREASFRER: rfhat was not, 
0xactly what you told me.] vVhat' /,The 
TRFAsrnER: ThaJ it was an unsee1nly 
thing.] "~ P]l. very ncaw it. Of course, we 
know that thing' are very bad just now, but 
I think tlw pronpect,- arP better this year than 
the~ were last vear-ever so much better. I 
hopp thf' si1gar 'crop will take up a lot of th<' 
a\·ailablP su.rpJns Jabour. rfhe rrreaRUff"T 

thong-ht, \YlH?ll hP was Oil thi::- sidP, that, thP 
latc• · Uoverurneut had a special duty t-o 
perform-that wa8 to initiate what ho 
called a spirited public works policy. At that 
tim<' we were spending £1,000,000 a year out 
of loan. The prl'Sent Treasurer does not. pro· 
pose to spend more than he spent last year­
£600,000. Personally, I think that is quit.e 
enough to spend; but it only shows how a 
man's opinions change when he gets on to the 
other side of the House. [The. TREASURER: 
Heax, hear 1 You are on that side now.] No 
ma.n sitting on this side ever fumed and ta.lked 
so much about finance as the hon. gentleman. 
and of how money ought to be spent. Now 
that he is over there he is very cautious, and I 
a.m very glad he is. He prefers to put people 
001 to out pr:iokly pear now. [The TREASURER: 
It is a good thing you mentioned you wore 
rrlad, because we would not have suspected it.] 
I do not understand that remark at all. How~ 
O"Ver, I am not going to take up the time of the 
House. I am sorry the hon. gentleman is nor; 
going to restore the salaries that were so ruth­
lessly reduced by this public service corn· 
mis9ion, and which in some cases were alto· 
gether unjustifiable. [The TREASURER: That 
ill five times.] I am not in the habit of speak· 
i.ng five times about anything. Perhaps I 
speak less than any man, and, besides, I am 
not in the habit of interrupting the Treasurer 
as he interrupts me. I was >ery glad the 
Premier gave ns to understand that the Special 
Retrenchment Act would not be reimposed. 
Of course. with reference to the remark of the 
Treasure!; that we prevented them from repeal~ 
in.g the Act, everything the hon. 1\entlernan 
says in this Hous0 we have to beheve, but 
uobodv outside believes it. [Hon. Sir A. RUT~ 
LEDGE·: He did not give us a positive Msnr­
ance that he would have repealed it.] ~'hen 
I remarked on the Address in Reply that I wms 
very glad to see it omitted from the list of 
Bills, showing that, evid,ntly, it was not. the 
intention of the Government to reimpose 1t, I 
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•rras met with the i11terjectiou. "\Vho told you 
~) '(' from th0 'J.1reasnrer. L'The TREASURER: 
"\VeiL who told you so'/) Nobody told me so­
iThe TnE~SFm.R: WPll, you had no right to 
:'l~sume rt. j I havP a-; n1uch nght to assu1n0 
anything· as the Treasurer-no one assume-. 
more than the hon. gentleman. The fact thal 
it wa.s not included in tlw list of Bills men­
tioned in the Governo1·'s Spoech ':vas an indi­
cation to me that it was not intend<'d k1 
reimposE' it. although I certainlY think it was 
in the. _Tre-aSLHAl~'s mind to Lrein1pose it~-·­
rOppositto:l m<'mlwrs: Hear, hear !]-althougi: 
he now trws to get out of it by saying that he 
:yvould have repealed it. I am quitB as believ­
Ing as most people, but I would not believe 
that statPment of th<? Treasurer, and people 
outside the House will not believE' it either. 
However. I am verv glad that the Treasurer 
is satisfiPd with two~ months' Supply. PPr­
sonally. I would not han• objected to thrpe 
months. It shows. at a.!! events. that the Pre­
rnic'r is anxious to get to thl· collntrv and corr1e 
harL~ ag·a.in as so'Jll as pos~ible-one~ of the few 
••videuces of siuN·rity that he has given since 
lw has been iu office>. I am sorry that he has 
not takcJt st<'[lS to reducp the number of mem­
bers. It has been dmw in th<· other States. and 
ought to lw donP here: and _if no steps are 
la.kc·n bi'for" w0 dissolvP, nothmg can be done 
for three years. That I do not think is a fair 
~hinf!: to the country. But perhaps he can 
]nshf,v It to th<' electors by telling some 
plauK~ble siury. I would make another appPal 
to the~ ho_n. gentlc~1an in rcfC.ronce to holding 
the Pli'ctiOus on t3aturdav. I think h<' is 
n:taking a miotakc [Mr. 1\tFWAHY: No fear.] 
I think -<o, anr! I have as much right to an 
orinion as the nwmber for Gympie. I think 
it is a mistakP to in any way hurt the feelings 
of any "'"·'· in the community. [iVIr. LESINA: 
Hnnrln•ds of Israelites attend public functions 
nn :'\aturdav.l If vou look at the cables vou 
'l'ill sr·c• that Russia is trying to get money at 
JWPSPHt from thP J cws of the f'ontinent, anrl 
~h,. will only g<'t it on certain terms. Som<> 
day th<e TrPasurcr may want to go to London 
for morwy. anrl the gcntl0man who usually 
gnaraut<ees the Queensland loans belongs to the 
,Jewish persuasion, and this proposed act ou 
the part of th<> Gov!'rnm0nt mav affect our ratP 
of intPJ:Cot to tlw extent of 1 'per cent. or 1~ 
)Wl' oent. f'Th, 'l'REAS1'RER: If it will affect 
us to tht~ (~xt<"nt of 1~ per cent. the PremiC'r 
ought to consider the mat.tcr.l But I know 
the Trea,surer is callous. B> earl's for nothing 
:ctnd for nobody so long as he gets all he wants 
for himsdf; but I he pc tlw PrcmiPr will con­
;,.iclcr thP matrer. [J\lr. DrxsFORD: The Trca­
,m·pr has clotH morP for tlw countrv than all 
the hcaven-bnrn 11nancier:3 on yOur side.] 
\Yhat has ho done·: [Mr. OcNSFORD: He has 
---a\~Pd the' country tho 11sands of pounds.] \Vhy, 
iJt his firRt f'Stin1ate of rC'vPnue and expendi­
n<rc hP madc a mistakt· of £180,000, and I 
h&YC' abundantly proyed to thC' I-Ious'' that h0 
has not saved anythinl': like the· amount h<• 
·_laitns credit for. 'rhe P1~emier talks about a 
o«iYing of £~18,000. /The PREMIER: No; 
£'.118.000.1 Yes: but tlw Press tells us lw 
claims to -have' ea:ved £218.000. rThP PREMIER: 
I 'nnuot bP held responsiblE> for that.] 'ThP 
IJt•xt statPn~ent will be that thf' GovPrnmPnt 
have saved £1,000,000. or verv likelv we will be 
told by and by that the Trcas;,rer h~d a surplus 
];"t year. I suppoee it is no use talking any 
more about. tlw amount to be votccl. The 
~"J'rpasurf'r has n1ade up his mind that h0 is 
goiug to take fro1n the civil scrYants thP 
; mounts which the inquiry board rccom­
J ,;cnclet! shm,ld he hkcn off. I think that is a 

mistake. It is onlv a yen' small matter alto­
gt•ther. In fact, r' think ihP increases alrnost 
comP to the arnount of thf' dC'crf'a,;es, and a 
great injustice will be done to \"Pry clE'~crving 
:mea if tht'f3f' i·t~commcndatiuns arc carried out. 

}lr. CA:'IIPBELL (Jion'on): I take the 
opportunity of asking the Secretary for Agri­
culture what are thP intentions of the Go­
vorrnnent in regard to the re~o]utions arrived 
at by the fruit conference': The papers. were 
tabled on tho 22nd June. and the assomatwn m 
:tny c!cctoratl' is Yery much concern<'<! abo';lt 
this matt 'r and have asked me to asccrtam 
the YiP" s ~f the Government with respect to 
these rPsoluLions. 'l'hev arc YNY much alarmed 
about thP propmal t-o rotn;nch .Mr. Vollc;r. 
Thc'v regard him as one of the most mdis­
pens.able officers in the Agricultural Depart­
ment and from mv knowlc>dge of h1m I can 
undm:se that statement. I would like to have 
,;onw assuraucP on these two points. \Vill the 
n•·",olutions urriYed at by thf' conferencf' be 
reconsidered, because certain associations hold 
t he.t tlwv were arrived at too hastily, and that 
12:rcat irijustice and damage will be, done to 
th<' fruit industry if they are carrwd mto effect. 
It will be nccesary to bring about some amend­
ment of the Diseases in Plants Act, but . I 
should like th<' opinion of .tlw Mmister m 
regard to those matt.p~s, w h10h are of great 
importance to lll) distnct. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL~URE 
(Hon. D. F. Denhan~, Oxley): The quest10n of 
administNing the Diseases m Plants Act has 
been one of yery great difficulty, and m ?rder 
to ascertain the opinions of those1mmediately 
interPstPd, a conference was held m the month 
of Mav. the report of which has been placed on 
t.h<' table. The desire of the departr;>ent vras 
that di;;trict boards might be estabhshed,. so 
t.hat the fruitgrowers in the nnmedmte nei&"h­
bourhood might have local government w1th 
respect to controlling the n:lspectiOns, and the 
fees that mig-ht be lcv!<'d m respect thereto, 
but that was outvoted by th<' confcrenc;, and 
a decision wao arnved at to leYy a tax of 2s. 6d. 
per half-acre and 5s. per acre on frm~ trees. 
']'he codcrence requestPd the assocmt10ns to 
communicate again with the departm~nt on 

1 n1atten; afft:cting amendn1ents of the J;hseases 
in Plants Act. and we haY<' also wntten to 
th<> various associations not rPprescnted at the 
confct·encc to asccrta.in their v~ews with resp~ct 
to the proposed charges. lt IS not the desire 
of the department to mfhct charges on the 
fruitgrowers miles-; tlwy themselves concelYC 
·it to be in their own interests. r.rherc IS, ho'!'­
f:'Yer, a very large sum spent annual!y l!l 
rospcct to fruit culture. and I do not thmk 1t 
would be a fair thing to incrcas~ the demand 
upon the consolida.ted revenue m respect to 

! that industry. We have suggested that an 
: inRprctlon cha",SE' upon fruit fro_n1 Tasn1an1a 

ance the oth('r Stn,tc ·3 ~hould be lev1ed, an.d such 
charc:c would then form a fund for our mspec­
honc i:'outh Australia chaTges a YOl'J high fee 
for inspect'on of fruit from the other State~. 
·whether that is infringing the Federal Consti-

, tution is a matter that J'eqmres lookmg mto; 
' but if it does not, I think we will got enou~h 
' i.n this wav to cnabl0 us tn employ more m-

spcctm·;; on the staff: but it is not at all likely 
that an v action will be taken during the next 
coming-ehort RPssion. That is highly improb­
able for rr1on~ rca'<JllS than ouc. Tim~ is not 
permissible', and thC' ans·wers to our queries 
are not coming in as freely as we expected. 
There have· ahO bl'cn objPctions raised against 
anv incrcasct1 taxation in this direction, and 
th~ Gon'rnnwnt haY<' not thP least intention 

Hu11. D. F. JJenlwm.] 



602 Adjuw'nment. 

of impo,ino· taxation unless the fruitgrowers 
thomsehes rlosi1c it. !Mr. CANPBELL: What 
about 1\fr. Voller ?] 'It was not considered 
necessary to retain his services, .as the larger 
portion of his timA was taken up on the State 
farms at \Vest,brook twd The HermitagE', and he 
v. as in charge of the orchards. The State farm 
manag·er has now full control ovH them, and 
it was fonncl to work yery inconveniently that 
an officer could commandeer horses ancl plant 
from the manaf"'er. The responsibility was a 
dual one, an,: as th" manager of the State 
farm is competent to manage the orchards it 
was not tho;_lght necessary to retain 1-.Ir. 
Vollcr's S< ,-,.ices: but I can assure the hon. 
member that the fruitgrowers arc not going 
l•o be penalised or allowed to suffer for want 
of an extr-' oflicer. The Department of Agri­
culture' ; one that the State shoulrl not hesi­
tate to spend ElOJw~r upon if good result.s come 
from that cxpc·nditurc. (Hc;ar, hear!) 

(iaestion put and passed. 
The Ffouse resumed. The CHAIRo1 'x reported 

that the Commit.t.e0 had come to a. ,-esolution: 
and the resolution ·wn.~ TE'{'f>iYf'c1 and a~TPcrl to. 

\Y.\Y~ A::'\D :\!Ec\::'\c;. 

CO":\l:\IITTEJ.:. 

On the n1oti()ll of the TRE~-\~CR.EIL it \Ya:;: 
resolved that £330.000 be grantc'd out of tlu' 
consolidated ~_·ey0nuc, £:30,0,00 out of tru~t ··lJd 
special fund,, and £100,000 from the loan fund 
aervunt. 

The House rewnwd. Tlw CHAm:.JAX re-
ported that the Committee had come to certain 
resolutioll': and the re,olutim,, were adopted. 

~\PPROPHJ ATIOX BILL ::'\o. l. 

...:\I L STAGES. 

A BilL lm~Pd on thC' foregoing rc~olutions, 
was introduced, passed through all its stages 
without ddmw, antl ordered to be transmitted 
to the LegislatiYP Council for their cmJcurrence, 
by message ia the nsunl fornL 

c\DJO l'Hl\::\IE:'\T. 

J'lw PlUDllEH: I moyo that the House do 
HO\V adjonn1. Tho Government have no 

fnrth<'r busin0ss to bring before 
[ 1l p.n1.l th<' Hous<'. 'l'lw Appropriation 

Bill will be' forwarder! to the Legis­
lativE' Council ·whr·n it n1eets to-morrow, 
>tncl wlwn this HousP mcnts I presume the 
Speukcr will l"""" the chair ancl await the 
return of the BilL I do not anticipate that the 
proce0dings will he yery long. and in any case 
we wjll (•ncloaxour to oonsu lt the convenience 
of hon. niem1)f'J's nB n1uch as possibl0. 

HoK. R. PHILP: I understand the elections 
arn to be> lwlcl on thn 27th ~-\ugust. Can the 
hon. gentleman gin' thC' House th0 elate of the 
nornina tions? 

The PRE:\HBH : I am not abl0 to do that 
uow. l 1nay ho abJc to do so to-nlorro\v­
approximately. anyhow. As the hon. gentle­
rnan kno\'rs. the ncnninations are in groups, 
anc! we han· !lot quite arranged the grouping 
'<'et. but we shall cnc!Pa vour to do so as 
pro.mptly as poccible. It will he wry much 
after the a.r,·anr~·t•nlent 1nadc on the occasion 
nf the la:-:t gPIJ('raJ eJection. 

QucRtioiJ pn1" anc1 pa--.;pcl. 

The I-Iou.-;<' tu1journ('d at (•ight 1ninutC'K past 
11 o'eloc],_ 

[Hon. D. F. !Jenlzam. 
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