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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TuE~DAY, 31 MAY, 1904. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. A. S. Cowley, Herbert) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PETITIONS. 
SUNDAY CLOSING OF PUBLIC-HOt:SES. 

l\'l:r. GRAKT (Rockhampton) presented a 
petition from 630 residents of Rockhampton, 
praying for an amendment of the provigions of 
the present licensing laws with respect to this 
m"tter. 

Petition recehed, 
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PetitionR of similar purport and prayer were 
presented by Mr. Martin (lJmTwn), the Premier 
(Hon. A. 2\Iorgan, TV~tr1uick), 11r. Plnnkett 
(Albert). 11r. l\loore Piaril/a), ::\Ir. Cooper 
(il!Iitchcll), on behalf of residents in their respec­
ti,·e electorates; and :\Ir. Plunkdt also presented 
a petition, on behalf of 1Ir. J enkinson, from certain 
residents in the electorate of Fassifern. 

Petitions received. 

QUESTIOXS. 

REOOi\DIEKDA'l'IOKS O"' Pc:nLic SEHVICE IKQUIHY 
J3o.um. 

:\Ir. ::YIACARTNEY (Tomc·ong) asked the 
Prernier--· 

1. Have the Government adopted the recommenda­
tions of the specml1Joard, as contained in their report 
and memorandum and t:lcbcclules A and B thereto, laid 
on the table on 17th inshtut. or is it the intention of 
the Government to give effect thereto? 

2. If w1th exception or excevtions, with what ex(_,-~p­
tion or exceptions? 

The PRE:\IIER replied--
The iutentions of the Government in regard to these 

recommendations will be fnllv tlisclosed on the }~sti­
mates, which will shortly be tabled. 

APPOIK'l'l\IENT OJ.' :Mr. F. JONES. 

Mr. l'.IACARTXEY asked the Premier, 
without notice--

"\Vhen be will place the l1H.pers on the table relating 
to ::.\:Ir. Jones, promibml on Thursday last:J 

The PREMIER replied-
They are being typed nmY, and, if they come within 

the next hour, I will lay tllem on the table. 

l\Ir. MAOAHTNEY: Too late for me, though. 

PAPER. 

The following paper, laid on the table, was 
ordered to be printed :-Report of the Joint 
Committee for the. l'.Ianagement and Superin­
tendence of the Par] iamentary Buildings for 
the period from the 1st ,July, 1!l03, to 31st May, 
1904. 

PROPOSED RAILWAY TO ETHERIDGE 
GOLD FIELD. 

On the motion of :1\Ir. L YO:XS ( Cnirns), it was 
formally rec:olved-

That there be laid on the bible of the Honse all 
COlTt'-:pondence between the Government or :Jlinisters 
and other parties during the la~t three years, relating 
to any propo~ als for the construction of a railway or 
tramway between Chillagoe anCl the Etheridge Gold 
Field. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

RESU;I!PTION Ob' DEBATE. 

:\Ir. MAC \RTNEY, who was received with 
"He"r, hears !" said: I should like to endorse 
all that has been said in the Speech and by 
various members of this Home in appreciation 
and in memory of the late Hon. \V. H. Browne, 
and particularly would I like to endorse the very 
kind and manly remarks which were made by 
the hon. member for J\1aryborough, Dr. Garde. 
The Speech, in itself, is a most interesting docu­
ment. If anything were necessary to prove the 
nature of the composition of the Government 
of Queensland to-day, I think the Speech itself 
would be sufficient to prove it. \Ve have, as 
it were, two parts of the Speech. We have, 
first, an oration, practically subdivided into four 
parts. The first matter which is apparently 

! dealt with as the most important is our indus­
tries. The second---end prub~bly th.·, next most 
iiT1purtant, or what is regarded as tbe tu ... xt 
most impor•tant-part of the Speech is the 
question of elector::tl reform. \Ve find the 
finance-; are put third, and the unfortunate 
public servica is included last. \Ve have e\-i­
dence that a strong majority in the ::'IIinistry 
inaisted--as it ought to have insisted-upon 
having the prosperity of the country and r ur 
indu~tries put tir . .;;t, and we have evidence that a 

I Ininority in the :\linistry insisted upon bringins-
1 forward the question of dectoral reforn1 at a tiu1e 

when we might well have looked LJr measures to 
bring about a state of thing> that we all desire. 

' The finances are put down third in order in the 
' Speech ; but, when we come to the schedule of 

the Speech, which deals with the programme 
which the Government intend to submit to the 
House, we find an entirely different state of 

, things. \Ve find that the minority have sue-
' ceeded in putting their measures, which form 

important planks in the Labour platform, in the 
forefront. \Ve have some evidenc1· that the 
minoritv in the Cabinet are in the a~~mdant 
and ar~ able to force to the front imuortant 
planks in the Labour platform. Turni1;g then 
to the evidences we have bad of the act& of 
administration on the p~rt of the Cflbinet during 
the recess, I think they speak more eloCJ_uently 
still of th~ dominant influence in the Uabinet. 
:First we have the appointment of ,J ones; then 
we have th" reprieve of the J'.Iacdonalds­
another evidence of putting into force a plank 
of the Labour pbl.form-abont which so much 
strong feeling has been displayed, and we 
then come to the political execution of l'.Ir. 
Francis, who at one time was at the head of the 
Electoral Department. The,e are strong evi­
dences of the turn events have taken. [The 
PHE>IIEH: Do you think it fair to allude to a 
civil servant by n8.n1e ?] There may be ea'· CS in 
which it is better not done, but this is such a 
prominent case tbat I do not think any excention 
un be taken to my alluding to the namP. How­
ever, as I intend to refer to the subject later on, 
I do not need to apologise for mentioning it in 
passing. Taking the Speech, then, as a wbole, it 
seems to me that it is a fair question to a'k the 
Government if there is no danger of the best 
interests of Queensland being cacrificed to "pride 
uf plac"." There are one or two matter> 
to which I should like t0 refer before going 
any further, and the first is in reference to 
the Supreme Crmrl; bench. In looking back 
at the debate which took place last session it 
will be remembered that certain points were pnt 
very strongly before Ministers. At that time 
the Attorney-Gener.tl s"id he would be in a 
position by March to come to a decision as to 
whether four or fiv·e judges were necessary. 
[The A'l'1'0ltXEY-GEXEHAL: He hoped to be in a 
position!] Quite so, and having in view the 
rights and. privilegeR of Parliament -in deciding 
how many judg.!K should constitute the bench, I 
should have thought that some reference woulrl 
have been made to the matter in the Speech. 
\V e find, howevPr, that no mention is 1:, tde of 
the matter. '\Vhen the hon. mernb.r for 
C"rnarvon was speaking, the hon. gentleman 
was asked the question whether the Attorney­
General had any pre,criptive right to a vac nt 
position on the Supreme Conrt bench, and the hon. 
gentleman replied in the affirmative. The hon. 
gentleman had already said that a rumour was 
going abroad that the Attorney-General had some 
idea of appointing himself to the por.ition, and 
that is one of the dam;ers which were pointed 
out last session. I confess that I have myself 
heard that rumour. I have heard that the hon. 
gentleman has been inquiring-perhaps jocosely 
-how he would fill the position, and it is no 
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·.ee1·et that some hon. gentlemen on this side and 
a good many on the other side think that he 
~vould fill it very well. I think myseif that this 
1s a matter which should be underiltood. Lay­
men are unfamiliar with the circumstances 
which should surround ttppointments of this 
sort, and 1t is only legal men who haYe son1e 
special knowledge of tlle attainment'· neceqsary 
on the part of a gentleman who aspires to 
fill such a position. I think, therefore, it 
would be very satisfactory if the Attorney­
General would give us some idea whether 
the principles which have been advocated by 
this side of the House last session are likely t'o 
be interfered with or not. [The PRE;\IIER : \Vhat 
principles are those?] I think it is a matter we 
ought to be very careful about, and the hon. 
gentleman wonld do himself credit if he would 
gi\·e snme explanation-whether the ~tatements 
which have been made are jocose or serious, and 
whether there iH any cause for alarm. It is 
rather an unpleasant thing to have to say; but 
I would not have spoken on the subject at all did 
I not think that the bon. g-entleman was abso­
lutely unfitted for the position, and that the 
appointment of the hon. gentleman would 
amount to a prostitution of the power which 
the Government hold in this respect. The 
hon. gentlem&n will admit that neither he nor 
the other legal gentleman sitting on the 
Treasury bench has special claim to fitness 
for the position. They have had very little 
experience, and I say emphatically that the only 
claim which one can have to a position of that 
sort is the claim of merit and experience. There 
was an occasion in the history of Queensland 
when 'che Attorney-General for the time being­
did not consider himsBlf, by reason of his want 
of experience, fit to take up a position on the 
Supreme Court bench, and the rc.mlt v.•as that 
anothPr gentle1nan was appointed. If t~18 
recJrds speak for anything, the hon. member for 
J\Iaranoa, who was at the time Attorney-General, 
did not appoint himself, and yet, if the rule laid 
down by the hon. member for Carnarvon is right, 
he had a pr.scri[Jtive right to thA position. If he 
had that right, I assume he would have been 
very foolish nob to haw~ taken advantage of it. 
But he recognised that be bad only had seven or 
eight ye;trs' experience and that he waR 
not fit for the p0sition, anCl so1neone else \Vas 
appointed. The hon ..• entlemnn who at that 
time occupic-1 the position of Attorney-General 
had C8rtain1y had wore experience than the 
present Attorney-Geneml. This is not a plettsant 
snbject to refer to, bnt I do think the Attorney­
General should put people' minds :tt re;;t as to 
what he intends to d<•, and '·het her he in­
tends tr) re;::;tore to Parliament the privilege of 
deciding the number of judges of which the 
Supren:1e Court bench should consist. '_fhat 
privilege was taken away last seF:sion. The 
hon. gentleman \vho introduce:l the nw::tsure did 
not observe at first th::tt hP was depriving Parlia~ 
n1ent of that privilege, but having n1ade a mis­
take he was bound to see it through. I had hoped 
that better counsels would prevail, and that the 
hon. gentleman would have put the matter right 
this ce ;swn, :tnd in view of the hope he expressed 
at that time I think he iR bound to. [The 
/I.ITOEXEY-GENERAL: That_is only your opinion.] 
·rt~at 1s so, and I am at hberty to express my 
opmwns. [The AT'l'ORNEY-GENERAL: Certainly; 
and no one ~n vies you.] I do not think 
the bun. gentleman wili either prevent me from 
expressing my C>pinions or make 1ne alter them. 
\Vhile we are on the Supreme Court I may say 
that it seems to me a most extraordinary thing 
that something has not been done to relieve the 
congestion of business which exists at the present 
·time-:< congestion which could very well be 

relieved by the transfer of Mr. Justice Power 
from Rockhampton. It ,eems to me that a 
Government which so mnch desires economy 
might have exercised it in that direction, and 
thus remove the congestion and disabilities 
under which litig·ants are suffering at the present 
time. I do not know whether the Attorney­
General, who has been absent from Brisbane for 
some dayJ, is aware that during the past ten 
days there has not been a judge available to 
deal with a single chamber application. I also 
observe that thel'e is missing from the Speech any 
reference to the Special Retrenchment Act. 
The Act will expire some time towards the end 
of August, and one would have 8xpected some 
reference to it. The Government servants at 
the present time do not know where they are. 
Thr,- are being knocked about from one place to 
another. They are being turned out of office, 
their salaries reduced, and some men are being 
given increases at the expense of others. I say it 
would merely have been a humane thing if some 
intimation of the intentions of the Government 
had been given in order that the public serv:tnts 
might be able to make their business arrange­
ments hke other people. I very strongly opposed 
the principle ofthe Special Retrenchment Act. I 
never thought it :t fair thing to put a special tax 
on a particular section of the people. [An 
honourabl.; member: You voted for it.] \Vhen it 
was introduced I spoke ag-ainst it, and when it was 
in committee I occupied temporarily the position 
of Chairman, and could take no part in the dis­
cussion; but an amendment was moved on my 
behalf, showing· the interest which I took in the 
m:ttter. I made no secret of my opposition to 
the measure, and I o,dhere to thooe views at the 
present time. I think the measure cruel and 
unjust, and I do not under.-,tanc! hon. gentlemen 
on the other side, v.rho are clan1ouring for the 
repeal of what they call a 10s. poll tax, willingly 
intrJO•'iug on rnen dr . .,\ving £103 and £108 a year 
a tax of £8 or £U. I know of rrwn receiving 
srr1all ;:;;aLries \Vho, on account of this tax, are 
unable to carry out their obligations; and one 
instance came to my knowledge of a lady 
te:;cher, receiving- £108 a ymtr, who joined with 
other members of the fan:ily in the purchase 
of a horne, agreeing to cnntribute so 1nt;ch per 
month, :tnd who, on account of th1s tax, 
is finite un:~.-ble to carry out her engagen1ent. 
Then retrenchutent carne along; Nhe was docked 
.£8 a year, and was :tbsolutely unable to carry 
out her contract. 'This is cnly a single in~tance, 
bnt it can be multiplied, I beli•·ve, m the 

experience of 1nany Governn1ent 
[4 p.m.] employee8. I think that the Trea-

surer is called upon without delay­
and it would be only a fair thing- to do-t,-, defi­
nitelv state what he propo.oes to do in this regard, 
I would have liked to ha Ye seen, and expected 
to have seen, smne reference in the Spee~h to a 
Bill to amend the Public Service Act, and a Bill 
to amend the Sugar \Vorks Gnarantee Act. 
During the recess the GO\crnment have entered 
into a new agreement v:ith Dr. l\Iaxwell, by 
which his term is extended for three years, and 
his services are to be given to the central sugar 
mills; he is to have a new bureau made for him, 
so that wh1le retrenchment is going on we find the 
Government are going to very considerable ex~ 
pense in this direction. Under the Sugar\Yorks 
Gnarantee Act it was tbong-ht that sutlicient pro­
tection had been provided for the Treasury, and 
if this protection was thought to be insufficient 
it was clearly the duty of the 1\fini,try to come 
down to this House with amendments of the 
Act embracing what was thought to be neces­
sary to prote~t the Treasury. But instead of 
that Minister" have taken on their own shoulders 
the responsibility of incurring further expense in 
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this matter and of providing· further methods for 
protecting the Treasury, and I see very consider­
able dangPr in this. The 1Iinister for Agricul­
ture the other evening said that the people for 
whom this money had been spent would have 
eo repay every penny of it; that not a penny 
would come out of the C•msolidated revenue. 
I do not know whether the hon. gentle­
man can make that good or not, but I "ay 
without hesitation that there is very con­
siderable danger in interfering in such a way 
with these mills. [The SECRETARY FOH AGRI­
CULTURE: You are confusing the two Acts. ::Yiy 
remarks in that respect referred to the Sugar 
Experiment Stations Act.] I understand that 
a central sugctr mills bureau is to be established; 
I have seen that referred to in HrtnBard. [The 
SECRETARY FOH AGRICULTURE: You are con­
fusing terms.] I do not think there is any con­
fusing of terms. However, I will put it in other 
language and then perhaps the bon. gentleman 
will be able to understand me. I understand 
that Dr. Maxwell is going to take in hand the 
control of the central mills and is to have 
a etaff for that purpose-I will call it a 
staff, not a bureau-and I say unhesitatingly 
that any such interference with the central 
su15ar mills 'ystem iil bad ; that the extra 
expenditure will afterwards be very diffieult to 
recover ; that the Gov0rnment will be running 
the risk of endangering the securitie8 theY no\v 
hold, and I venture to say that there will be sucb 
a crop of litig-ation as will render the 'ecurities 
of the farmers inoperative. \Vith regard to the 
industries referred to in the Speech, I think the 
country is to be congratulated on the change of sea­
sons-it is to be congratulated c•n the a<l vance in 
the dairying and general fanning industries; but 
at the same time, I do not think that the present 
Government are entitled to >tny very great credit 
for thctt. Anything that was· done to encourage 
the dairying industry was done by the late 
Government, and the end of this year it will be 
time enou,;h to say what the pre,ent Government 
have clone toward, that end. It is also a matter 
for encouragement that the mining returns are 
keeping up so well; I do not think that hon. 
gentlemen opposite can claim any credit forth ;t, 
but I say that it is a matter for regret that the 
system of refusing minim' exemptions is likely 
to cause so much harm, especially with regard to 
the reYenne from mining fields. I have the 
particulars of one case where exemptions were 
applied for by a company who had held land for 
seven years and who had spent £21,000-five­
sixths of which was paid for wages. [The 
ATTOR~EY-GE~ERAL: \V hen was that '1] It was 
before the hon. gentleman's term of office in the 
department. The exemptions were applied for on 
the g-round 0f exhaustion of co.pital-f<>r three 
months-and only £600 bad been won out of 
the ground as a result of expending ,£21,000. 
It was an English company, ancl they found that 
reconstruction was necessary. The warden re­
commended three months' exemption, bnt this 
was arbitrarily cut down by the then Minister to 
one month, and the result is that the ground has 
been idle for some time. That ic only one of the 
many cases which shows what the influence of 
the particular party which support the present 
Government is in connection with the rrtining 
industry. Row, I would like to have a fe\'v 
words to say about the appointment of 1:Ir. 
,J ones. I do not think it would have been neces­
sary for me to have referred to this appointment, 
in the face of what has already fallen from the 
hon. members who have spoken, had it not been 
for what the Secretary for Agriculture said the 
other nig-ht-that if it was shown that the honour 
of Queensland would in any sense be endan­
gered Mr. ,Tones would be recalled. Since that 

statement was made the Premier, in answer to a 
question, stated l\lr. Jones ha; not been recalled 
and that he will not bA recalled. I take that to 
mean that no matter what ::\Ir .. J ones is-no 
matter what danger to the State there may be 
by reason of his appointment-the Government 
have no intention of recalling him. J'\ow, it is 
a difficult thing to ascertain who is responsible 
for his appointment. Of course I know that.. 
technically speaking, the whole of the Ministry 
are so responsible, and that, nominally speaking, 
the Minister for Agriculture is responsible, and 
probably to some extent the Premier: but I am 
convinced that the responsibility does not alto­
gether lie with either of them. [Opposition 
members: Hear, bear !] :i'vir. J ones has informed 
friends of mine that be obtained the appoint­
ment through the influence of the Treasurer 
in the first pJaco, at the reque,,t of a gentleman 
named 1\Ir. Reid, who was once a member 
of this House. [The SECRETAlW FOR AGRICCL­
rCRE: That statement is utterly untru•c.l 'VelJ, 
from the facts that I am aware of and to which 
I will refer, I am inclined to think that it ;, 
abwlutely true. [The PR!DIIER: Quite wrong.} 
The hon. gentleman has a very short way of 
replying: he says everyone is wrong, but he 
doe~ not reduce bhnself to certainties, ~tnd. I do 
not think I am wrong at all. [The PRDIIER : 
I did not say you are wrong. I said the sLte­
n1ent is qujte \Vrong.J That 1nay be ; the hon. 
gentleman may be the innocent tool of ether 
people without knowing it, and I think I will be 
able to sho" that he was in that position. \Ye 
have to ask onr,,.elv~s who J{m,_s i::;:~ and \vhel'e 
was he likely to get the influence necessary to 
secure this appointment? \Vefindthat this gentle­
n1an W<.;S a candidate for nn electjon son1ewhere­
and the Premier alluded to that fact before any 
other hon. member-aml we find on inquiry 
that this is '" iuct. He was a candide<te in 
the Labour interest in New South \Vales, and 
he was associated with ::\Ir. O'Sullivan and 
the Labour party in politics there. [An 
honourable n1en1ber: That is not a crin1e.] 
X o, I know that, but it· is an important fact to 
consider when we conw to inq11ire where he got 
his influence from and who his friends are. 
Then we also find Recording to the hon. member 
for the Balonne, who knows Cnnn .mnlla, well, 
that JYir. J ones was a prominent Labour noan 
there-a raving agitator; we also find that he 
broke up a meeting held there by the late 
::\:Ir. Dickson, when he was Premier, and also 
that his friend 1\lr. Reid, who was in that 
part of the c:ountry at tba.t thne, 1:va,;:; interestf-:d 
in obte.ining this appointment fur him and was 
the only gentleman who visited him on the 
steamboat to wish him "God speed" on behalf 
of the Queensland Governn,ent. ::\Ir. ,J onec has 
been inforn•ing people that he obtained this 
appointment through Mr. Kidston and his 
friend who pulled the strings and allowed 
the Secretary for AgTiculture and the Pre­
mier to rr;ake the appointment. That is the 
connecting link. [The S;:CRETARY FOil AGRI­
CULTURE : It is all imag·ination. There is no 
foundation for these statements.] \Yell, we 
have to go stage by stage. Mr. J ones informed 
responsible people in this State that first of all 
it was a question of his appointment to a position 
under the Federal Government. The corre­
spondence endorses that statement. [The SECHE­
TAHY l<'OH AGRICULTUHE : \Vhere is the proof of 
that?] We have it that Mr. Jones told respon­
sible people in this State that be bad applied 
for an appointment in the Federal Service, and 
he was told that if Queensland g-ave him a, start 
he would get it. He then came to Brisbane and 
started a system of applications to the Secretary 
for Agriculture and the Premier, and various 
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other people, with the result that he was 
appointed to a position here that no one else 
applied for-that no one else knew anything at 
all abom.-appointed ~ontrary to the sentiment 
preached by the Labotor party when they were 
on these benches for years, and I have no doubt 
that this appointment was given to him 
by his friends Mr. Reid and _;\,fr. Kidston­
that the hon. member and the Premier were 
made the tools of more ingenious and EX­

perienced tnen in son1e respects. A great 
deal has been said as to the character of 
Mr. Jones, and whether he h likely to be 
an effective agent for the State. \Ve had 
heard on the authority of a gentleman on the 
other side that 1\Ir. J ones was a. welsher, and 
that has not been seriously contradicted. The lLm. 
gentleman who leads the Labour party the other 
day said he did not know what a welsher was. I 
understand that a welsher iJ a man who goes to 
the racecourse with the money in his bag, shout3 
th8 odds, takes the deposits of clients, and when 
the races are over he is nut to be founcl. 'Ne 
have it that 1\Ir. J ones is a man of no character, 
and I am only too much afraid that there is 
every ground for that belief. The testimonials 
which •vere read by the t3ecretary for Agriculture 
the other evening, when you come to look itLo 
them closely, do not amount to tiny weight 
or consequence. If the ::viinister for A!!;ri­
culture had been approached by any one who 
wished to purr-h>tse £20 or £30 worth of produce, 
he would have touched his teleohnne bell, and in 
a few minutes he would ha•. e 'had a full com­
mercial report of the gentleman who wished to 
do busine.-s with him. I do not know why those 
formalitie~ \vere not followed in this ca::;e, or why 
there should be so much secrecy about this 
appointment. The hon. gentleman who leads 
the Government su~gested thal he had made 
some inquiries from friends, but did not tell us 
what he heard from those friends, and although 
both hon. gentlemen say they have noG h<<trd 
offimally about certain things-it is quite possible 
th~y have not heard officially-they have heard 
pnvately a great deal more than they are pre­
pared to admit. .J ones carried on business in 
Sydney as Summerfield and Co., ar1d as far 
as his mercantile record there goes he failed 
hadly. He came to Brisbane, then went to 
Cunnamulla, and left bs creditors lamenting 
there. He then accepted employment in different 
place;;;, and I know une place in Brisbane \'Vhich 
has not been mentioned np to the present time. 
He entered into the crnployment of a Lxge rt:t.iil 
firn1 here, and before 1nanv weeks that firm 
found that his methods of d<;ing business, while 
very profi_table to th; firm Ior the time being, 
would ultnnatei,,· leaa to onen dis<tster. I do not 
know wh _ ther that is likeiy to recommend him 
in the employment which he ha·• got at the pre­
sent time. 'Th>tt is port of hi:• comm< rcial 
record, hut unfortunately there is a worsv sirle 
stilL I understand that this 1\Tr. J ones is a 
forger; that he appropriated a cheque helonging 
to an employer, f::,ldorsed his mnployer's nmne 
on the hack of it, appropriated the proceeds, and 
unbludhingly confessed that he had d<·ne so. 
[The SECRETARY l>'OR AGRICCLTURF: : \Vhere was 
that?] I am rather surprised at the hon. 
member, because I have goo n kind of feelinu 
that he know' about it. [The SECRF:TAH~ 
FOR AGRICCLTGRE : I C ,n assure you that 
I know nothing about it.] That happened 
in Sydney, and if thB hon. gentleman had made 
any inqniry fron1 s:-JUrces that he would have 
appealed to in the first instance in connection 
with his own business, he would have had the 
very facts which I have mentioned out before 
him in cold print. That is the chm.tcter of the 
man who would do busines.~ for c;lneensland and 

protect her honour in the East. I venture to say 
that before the history of J ones is completely 
written this State will be a large sufferer in 
her prestige abroad, and in her honour. I shall 
not be surprised if before very long tb~ hon. 
gentleman will find drafts drawn on htm by 
Mr, J ones. The hon. gentleman may say 
that he would not honour them-probably 
not, but I venture to say he would be 
compelled, in the interests of the State, to 
honour those drafts. I am surprised that 
the hon. trentlemen who are responsible should 
btke the -matter so lightly, and I am more 
than surprised, after having heard boldly stated 
in this House facts which can be verified, they 
have taken no steps to recall him. [Opposition 
members: Hear, hear!] It is not as if there is 
any difficulty in obtaining qualified repn senta­
tives to represent the Government. 'There are 
hundreds of men who would an~wer all the pur­
no.es required--men who are known to be men 
0£ honour, 111 :~n who are trusted by the mercan­
tile community, and men who are trusted by the 
people. \Vhat nece,sity was there to make a 
my.-~terious appointment of a rrwn who was 
pmcti.cally unknown here-[:Yir. J. LEAHY : 
Questinn]-a man who was not known in the 
circle in which the :\Iinister for Agriculture 
himself moves from day to day ? I cannot 
underHtand why a n1:ysterious rqjpointment ?f 
this sort was made. I do net know whether rt 
affect~ the matter or not, but the other day 
I asked the Premier what was the date of J ones' 
appointment, and the date of his departure. 
The hrm. gentleman replied that all th•,se details 
were supplied by the 2\Iinister for Agriculture 
when speaking the previous night. I have looked 
very carefully through t loe >lpeech of the hon. 
gentleman, and I cannot find that these details 
are given, It transpires that this ,Tones went off 
as sonn as be- \Vas appointed ; tin1c· was an 
important factor with him. He told his friends 
how he gr>t the appointment. He said, "I have 
got the commission in my pocket; I have got the 
sovereigns in my pocket. X ow I am off, and the 
spoils to the victor. I know as soon <Is il; comes 
out there will be a big row about it." I asked 
the Premier the other evening if he would put 
the paper' in connection with J ones upon the 
table. The hem. gentleman replied he would. 
They were not put on the table that after­
noon, as is usually the ca.tsa in such in­
stances, nor are they on the table this 
afternoon. [The PREmER : Oh, no! That is 
n(Jt ui·mal.] At any ra.te, the papers \vhich I 
expected to have the use of for this del•ate I 
have net becm able to get access to yet. \Vhy, 
I cannot undersbnd-probably the hon. gentle­
man will explain it after. I would like to say a 
word or two in relation to the fin"nces; I do not 
propose to give figures-I leave that to th<O hon. 
member for Carpentaria aud anv other hon. 
mernbers who are ver.-:ed in figures. I wonld 
like, first of all, to refer to the proclamation 
which was made, over the ;;::ignature of the 
Trea~~urer1 increa$ing the fees paid under the 
Real Property Act. I under,l;ood that one of 
the great feature" of the preeent Government 
was that it c~me in nn a no-taxation policy. 
Taxation was unnece·.sary. Appnr•cntly, what 
turned the late Government ont was the •nb­
mission of taxation proposals to Parliament. 
1'\ ow that they find that under the powers 
contained in the Re·ll Propertv Act they 
c>tn get taxation by proclamation, they have no 
hesitation whatever in doing it. I say that 
it is only right that the Government should come 
down tmd have a p opo>al of that sort endorsed 
bv the Hou.•e. I think the institution of taxation 
of this sort stultifies them in reference to the 
views they hav·e Expressed. I must point out 
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that the taxation they have imposed by pro­
clamation has caused a great deal more hardohip 
;to many people in the State th n the taxation 
which was proposed l1y the late Gove"-nllt\ nt 
when they retired from office. It falls on a small 
section of the peovle-on owners of sn1ull nro­
perties. Tbe tax is a comparatively large one. 
They ha,.e incrt'H;;.ed the duty on regiz;tr~,~tion of 
transfers frorn 7·'. Hd. t.o 10s., an increase of 
33 per cont. ; they httve increased the cost of 
c·'ntitir~tes of title frmn 10s. to £1, an i:ncrease 
of lOO p:~r cent. -and in instancr., when~ an 
unfortunate person has to apply to hi' or 
her n1ortgagee for consent to sell a portion 
of the mortgaged property, if it is only 
worth £5, they lmve to pay the large fe<J of 5s. 
1 believe after n. -Jdng inquiries that that taxa­
tion would amount in all to something like from 
£8,000 to £fi,OOO. In view of the firot opinion of 
the hem. gentlen1en, it is ,'ln a~toni3hing thing to 
find them going in for taxation of that kind. 
The Real Property Otlice is well known as one 
tktt pays its way from staro to nnish-it is in 
fa~t. to some extent a rm cnue producing office. 
It never was intended that it should be 'o; but 
the fees were institutAd in order that the office 
might pay its way. Kow we find hem. 
gentlemen opposite have cmJVerted it into a 
revenue producing ma.ohine. The next matter 
in the Speech is the subject of electoral reform. 
_;_ referendum is included on the question of re­
duction of member.,. An hon. member su:rgested 
during the debate that a referendum m.ight more 
properly be taken on the qm"'tion of equal 
representation and the women's franchise, and I 
am inclined to think that there is a good rle,c1 in 
that. \Vhen we consicler what is regarded to be 
one adult one vote from the point of view of hon. 
gentlemen opposite>, we now find they do not 
want one adult one vote at alL The very 
foundation and principle of one adult one vote, 
as I understand it, i.s to prevent any danger of 
the miuority ruling. It \\'as pointed out by Sir 
Georg0-~ Grey durin£;" one of the conventions, that 
if the plnul property vote was allowed the 
minority 1night perchance rule, and it was to 
obviate that that the idea of one adult one 
vote was sngge~ted. I ha\·e pointed out before 
in this House t!1at th' plural vote which arises 
by the inequality or the difftlrence in the nnrrl­
ber of elec-tor~~ in the varioue electorate, a:rnuunta 
to a plum! Yote in coml,,\rison with which the 
property \~ote pales into in:::ignificance. I do 
not think the property Yote, in the present 
condition of 1 lings in thi~ St~1te, n1':' ket> any 
appreciable difference mH-1 w ;y or the other. 1 
shonld be inrlined to think that hon. gentlemen 
on the other ~ide v onld get ns 1nucb, if no~., rnore, 
support from the property vote than hon. mc'm­
ber3 on thio r-ide. They ar small property­
ovvner~ v;ho support that p~trty, Et:nd consequently 
they .vrc Inure nu1nernus. But \V hen we find that 
somt nlace6 in this State with 700 or 800 voters 
re~·~,n~'n a. n~ rnlH:>l' to this I-Iouse as ag-ain:,t 2,:)00, 
I tmnk 1t 1"" nut nece~sary to stretch th[;_t point 
very L1r to cmne to a conelu.sion that nerchance 
the rninotitY ma,y rule if that state Lnf 'hin_o-f:l 
continue~. ~I <nn~ perh . P'' nr)t. right in ref~l'ri~o­
to Bill~ which are mentioned, but, frmn what 
appear in the :Speech, I think I am justi~ 
fied in saying that it i2 not intendPd to 
~nclude the right of efrnal reprr-·centation in the 
Bill which io i' nrupose,•l to introduce anrl if it 
i' not that wil( be a defect. It iH ce;tainly not 
following the lines of the federal franchibe, nor 
is it follovdng the lines which have be2n ac1nnted 
in other States in which one adult one vote' has 
been introduced. I have no hesitation in saying 
that I will oppose the measure from start to 
finish. I do not think when we come to regard 
the views which hon. gentlemen liav'c expr~esed 

with reference to adult suffrage, that the question 
has ever bPen understood hy thr_ elector.<, I 
think it is a questiun which shm;lcl be put 
before tbPI~l. \Vjtb rpga1·d to thB qneJtion of 
the wornen'~ vote, I think it is Ltir to infer that 
the 1\-0ll1en of tbL.; State h ';e nut cprtainly 
desired vote \vhen \Vt-- look _t the returns 
in connection with the fed,·n.tl eJ.ecti, n. \Ve 
iind that srnne~J.i.1g- ove1~ 40 per cent. of the 

wum:tnkind of tl!e State Yoted, and 
[ 4 ·:oo p. m.] we find in other ::\tatres, where 

~\\rornan snffrnge ha.-; been in exis­
tence for some ti mo, a vm·y unwh le~ er per­
centage. I t-hink th"lt in SouLh Australia the 
percentage '.Va":> onl;;, a little over :;o. Those are 
very strong al'g·urnents to show that the great 
rnajority of wornen are not desirouf-; of obtaining 
the feanchise. If the '"oman suffrage goes on 
the lines on which it cmght to rw, I WPuld h:we 
no hesitation in :-;upporting it. I do not know 
whether it is intended afterwards to introduce 
sorne rneat-ure Ly which the ::ercentage of voters 
will be increa:.:ed-sLnnething which will omnpel 
people who are on the rolls to ,-ote. If that is 
intended, it will be an exceedingly anomalous 
thing to g·i\'e people vot~, who do not 
want them, and then punish them for not 
exercising them. \Vith regard to the reduc· 
tion of members, I cannot unc:erstand why 
the referendum has been Buggested. The coun­
try hw, spoken ont beyon<1 a doubt as to their 
desire for a rectuct,ion of n1e1nbers, and it is a 
proper thing, when we are retrenching civil ser­
vant'"', that we .:;hou1d start retrenching ours~hes. 
\Yhy we cannot get on with forty-fi,-e or fifty 
n1embers is beyond 1ny Ci•InprehensiDn, when we 
are perfectly sati,fied with a representation in 
the Federal House of Hepre~entath·es of nine 
with all the important matters that have to be 
dealt with there. \Vhy Ministers should pro-

1 pose FL re:, rendnrn I an1 unable to appreciate. 
[Hon. D. H.DALRYillPLE: Put it off.] A Re­
distribution of Seats Bill, yet to come, may have 

' in it, for all I know, a provision in regard to equal 
representation. But why that should not c:ome in 
at the same time as the other reforms is beyond 
my comprehension. I do not know whf.;ther there 
is anything in the suggcst1on which was rnade to 
rne the oth. r day-It .vvas hardly serious i_n a 
"tvay~~hut it ,s l,ointed out to 1ne that, 1f a 
reduc~iun r1f rndnbf.'l.<.> tc _)k place, r;nrne of the 
douLlA ek .torate:s -would~. lSE' o:nlv one n1ember, 

: and it was suggested tbat the hon. member for 
Rockhmnptcn, 1.\Ir. Grant, w ~'" a p.A.rticularly 
popular nmn. (Laugh er.) Th:·re h; only one 
other matter that J wish parhcubuly to refer to, 
and that is the pnblic 'erYice. S0me little time 
a.go, ...tft r the prRsent ,Gove] .drrwnt carne into 
office, they went throu' h the service, and 
apparently (1i~-rnissed a nurnber of civil ser .-3.nts. 
I do not kno\v that v.e can find an,- fault '" ith a 
reduction of tl!e nurn\1er of offic8rB, ina>rnuch 
as thaL iR contewplated by the Public Service 
Act; l_mi; I doubt very mnch whether the 
ficrnre..:: which \Vere ti1en nnbllshecl in the Pre~s 
c;n he regardt -i a .. accu~·ntely representing the 

tYings effected by tht~~ ·.cti1m o£ ~1inisterR. 
:J.lany n1en who v.-ere relieYed of their fnncr,ions 
·vvere placed in uth;:_~· ofilcr::::..;;, ~tnd, when you con1e 
to take the one with the other, I venture t< say 
that the figuTes are nut in any sense reliable. 
Day after day we ba/l the 8an1e figures dished 
up ,tnd if ordinary readcrr-: of the !H:.nVcipa.pers 
belieYed that these 'things meant fresh retrench­
ment, then t I1ey n1ust ha· t h.uught that there 
waR a time f..l.·C"t coming when 1.v0 would haYe no 
public service at all. I dn not know any time 
when retrenchment was so widely adverti,ed as 
it was then. But what was done then pales into 
insignifi(' mce \Vhf:'n compared 'vith the events 
that followed the appointment of the Public 
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Service Inc1uiry ,Board .. I can find no authority, 
I may say, for tne appmntment of sue'• a board. 
\Ve have a Public Senice Act which expresses 
the ccmdit:ons of the service, ;,nd under which 
the hon. members who occupy the position of the 
Executive :ti'e aud represent the Public Service 
Board. The duty of administering the Act is 
vested in them~ and the ~~et, in express terrns, 
excludes, to rny mind, the ~dea that it e\·er was 
intended that they should clelef'ate their func­
tions. Towards t!1e l ~ttc;r ewl of"the Act will be 
found a section wbicb contains expret::-; po\•, er to 
appoint board' of inquiry for matters outside the 
city of Brisbane. [The I'RgmER: \Vhere do you 
find the principle tbht the board has ever dele­
gated its functions?] [Hon. J. :b'. G. FoxTO!;: 
In the r:port.] The hon. gentleman may say, 
m the lnnd of language that he always uses, that 
the board has not del· gated its functions, but 
the evidence tbat it has been done is suppiied by 
the fact that for two months a board was sittin"' 
which brought up recommend.:tions which th~ 
l\~inistry have already adopted, and surely they 
w1ll not say that those recommend.ctions are 
the result of the cJgitations of the Public 
Servicn Board ,,f this State. I say unhesitatingly 
that the public service a.re entitled to be dealt 
with by the members of the Public Service 
Board. and nnt to be handed """" to a fugiti\'e 
board, as it has been called. The Public s;Jrviue 
Act lays down the conditions of the ~ervice; it 
lays down that the board is to administer the 
Act, and it also lays down certain other things 
·which I venture to '·ay have had no regard paid 
to them by either the board which wa, a;Jpointed 
or by the l\Iinister~ thmnselyes. The ..:-\..et pro­
vide' that public serv-ants shall not be 
reduced in salary, and do we not find in the 
intrc.dnction of the la· t ~pecial Retrcnclnnent 
.._~et hy the party whieh now si.ts on tbii3 side of 
the Honse tbat tbey r• ,:ard· J that poin~ of 
1·iew? Section 40 of 'the Act provides-

An om.:er ~hall not be di.·:nni:-:sed or sutier any detri­
nent in respect of hb offiee 0\cept in the manner set 

forth in this Act: hut nothm~ shall be taken to 
p1·e-.:ent. the GoYernor in Council from Teducing the 
numhc of officer,, in a <lepartmr:ut, or, npon sncll 
rednr:ti.on, ctisvcnsing with the sel"Yirn of any omeer~, 
or from uniting t-...vo or mure ctcpartmcnts. 

It wa.:; cont.emplatt:d by that section t!1 ,"t HO 

officer .,hould ha \'8 his :::ftlary decreaBed or suffer 
any reduction in his offiee, nor was he to be dis­
miss ~d except as pr,,vided by the "\et. Special 
90We~· \\as reser"~. ".::-d to the, Governor in c(ll1tlCil 
to reduce the nunllJer of officer8, and I do not say 
that the Government haYe 110t the po,,·er to 
reduc~ the nnrnber of officer~:~, but I do sD.y that 
they have not the povver to redur f"; their salaries. 
r\.notber section thnnvs light upon that. '11 ~18 
-~pecial bo~trd of inqniry \Vfre ,,ppointed to find 
out wh:tt work these meu wde duing, o.ncl if the 
pay vas commensurate to tbe work, and we find 
that under section 23-

If at all~' time auy classificll ofilcer i.:::. fOllllcl to lJe in 
receipt of a greater '\lar:y than is re~sonably snfl:1cient 
for the \".·orl\ pcrf'01'll1Cd by him. he shall be .tranf:l.ferred 
as ~oon as pl'actit able to ,omc other ,V."'l'k in '"hich he 
c n be cmplo ... ~d.npon"dntics commensurate with the 
amonn t of his sahuy. 

I think that points nut that this House intended 
that no rnan- should ha ;'e his salary dh.~reased, 
but. that, if it was found that he was doing work 
'\vlnch waR of less v ...tlue than the arnount which 
hf:l rec.:ived, special mt,ans were proyided VI' hereby 
he shuuld be transferred t , an office wherP there 
was s<,m5 sort of relation betwe,,n the work and 
the pay. LThe PRE;\IIER: Don't you know that 
that has been done "very year since the Act 
came into force ?j [Hon. ,J. F. G. :B'oxTON: 
Reducing salaries?] [The PRRmER: Yes; and by 
the late Government, too.] [Hon. R. PHILP: At 
:the sugge,tion of the civil servants themseh·es.] 

[The Pm;;mER: Ko. I can cite a number 
oi cases.] I haYe made inquiries, and I have 
been informecl that one man had his salary 
reduced, and it was done as a matter of 
agreement. If it had not been done as 
a rnatter of agree1nent, the other provision 
\vhich Terno\·ed n:..e 1 froru the service altogether 
would h,:t vn t een brqught into operation. [The 
PREo!lB;R : I c,,n tell you of another case. ThA 
hon. member for 1\wmsville knows it.] [Hon. 
R. I'HILP: Tell me his name.] [The PnEmER: 
Mr. Macdonald, the late police magistrate at 
Warwick.] [Hon . • T. P. G. FoxTOx: At his 
own request.j 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

:-.rr. l\fACARTNEY: [Hon. R. PHILP: You 
know his age.] [The PRE3IIEH: You wanted a 
case, and I gave yon one.] [Hem. J. 1<'. G. 
FOXTOX : At his own rer1uest he wJs removed tn 
\Varwick at a reduced s:.!ary.J I think the less 
said about that case tbe better, because there are 
otbel' aspects to which reference "~- made the 
other evening by the hon. member for l\fary­
borough, Dr. Garde. Such cas~s are very few 
and far between. In this case, if you believe 
the Govermne.nt, they appc1inted a board to go 
into the whole of the public service. That is 
not the ca,e. Beyond question, if the Govern­
ment thm1ght that this Act did not provide for 
all the requirements in regard to the treatment 
of the civil service, it was their duty, before 
taking the steps v:hich they have taken, to bring 
down a Biil to this House to amend the Act, and 
proceed in 'omething like a constitutional 
manner. r:ur. l\IAXIYELL: You bad better hand 
over the whole of ttle revcnue to the civil ser­
vants!) There is also an~ther provi,ion in the 
..... -\_et relating to increases~ hut I do nnt kntTW 
that I arn in a po,:::itjnn to refer "·~t.tisfactorily 
to the question of incre 1ses of salaries on the 
information supplied by the Go1·ernment ; but 
I say;that I do n·Jt think, in thi:: present time 
of retrenchment, that increases should be made. 
[Honourable meml1eu: Hear, hear!] But we 
have the report of this board, and we have got 
::t~ general understanding outside that the report 
of this board has been giYen effect to. '!.'he 
.Pre1nier, in one of his :nJ.S\\~er:--; to questions 
this aft>Jrnoon, B;.3.id that the recommenda~ 
tions of the board would be taken into con­
s£deration when the l:stilnatt.:l were being 
fmmed. It ;, well known outsiie that the report 
of the board, in many important particulars, has 
been a(~t.ed upon. .1len ha\'t! been advised of 
decreast'.;, in their saJarie-,-\vhich, I say, are 
contrary t.l the provisions of the Act. Some men 
lLve been adv-ised of n>"w appointments; but, so 
far a~ increases are concerned, I ::tn1 not in a 
po,ition to nuke any definite statement. The Act 
con tern ph tes that incrFases shall only be given 
upon the recornn1endation of the Public t)or\ ice 
Bo ,rd, and this function the members of the 
board bave passed o1·er to an outside board con· 
si sting of 1Ie:';,:,rs. Troup, SaundersJ and Brennan. 
\Ye have also mother instance in which the vro­
viswns of the Act hav·e not been oboorved. Tl1ere 
is a new appointment- that of public service 
inspector. Section 33 says-

-:\.. new office hall not be crc1ted except on the recom~ 
mendatjm1 of the pennauent hc:-:d of a department. 

I do not know whether ::\Iinisters will suggest 
that they hnve the recommendation of the per­
manent head of the department for the appoint­
ment of Mr. Brennan as public service inspector. 
They certainly have his own recmnmendation, 
but not the recommendation of the permanent 
head of the department. [The PRE>IIER : 'l'hey 
have noc his own recommendation.] [Mr. ,J, 
LEAHY: The wlwle thing is a job.] [Mr. 
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JENKIN~ON: They have the recommendation of 
two men who knew him for two months-that is 
all.] I think it is fairly clear that what the 
Governn1ent ought to have done was to have 
brought down a Bill amending the Public 8ervice 
Act, and proceeded in something like a proper 
way. It seems to me that the r•rivileges of this 
House, and the privileges of Parliament generally, 
are being taken away gradually. \V e have had 
the instance Jf the Supreme Court Act; we 
have got what I consider is an instm1ce in con· 
nection with the Sugar \Vorks Guarantee Act; 
and we have tbi~ inst. nee. The ti1ne is coming 
when there will be no necessitv fur Parliament 
at all if things go ''" the way' theY are doin;; ; 
and it is only right that this House should 
protect its privileges. The Government ought 
to know, before the} proceed with a matter of 
this sort, the proper wo·y to go about 1t, and sbould 
act in a constitutional anrl methodical way. 
I think the constitution of this board deserveq 
as n1uch criticisn1 as we can give it. I will not 
sa.y anythins:: nhon~ ~Ir. Saunder.:;. I bt~liev3 he 
is a respectable and reliable man, holding a good 
position in New South \Vales, but whether he is 
sufficiently experiPnced to g1) into any depart~ 
ment, other thau the Lands De}Jartrnent, I very 
much doubt. I h cppened to be in Xew Sout,, 
Wales recently, anri lllt:tcle smne inquirie8 aLont 
Mr. Truup, l was ·cold that he v,ra.s an able 
accountant, whn had heen called in hy stweral 
mercantilt: firm'-' to rearrange their offices; that 
through th£ infturomce of directot ') or Cliston1ers 
these offices h·'d h---corne flooded with 1nen 
·who \Vert:! inc~nnpetent, or \.Vere otherwj~eobjected 
to by their em1Jloyers or superior:;. Under such 
circun1stances it has been found a very con­
venient thing to ~end for 6Uch a man to put the 
offices of these tirm' in order, but it must be 
remPrnbered that ln t,bese cases he has done it 
at the instL:ation of the emplo:eer, and has give•1 
effect to the ",'ishes and directions of thE- e1n­
ployer, acting as a sort of buffer between them and 
their customers or ot~Jer friends through \vhose 
inft.uence n1any of trr-·,~;e appointr;:1ents had Leen 
made. It i• not 'mnatuml, therefore, that the 
Government of CJuc>ensland, being anxiou.~ to do 
something of the same sort, should call }Ir. 
Troop in, and I clo not kuow that he wa" at all 
untit for the work he undert·nk. I snbmit that 
this view is borne out by the facts, and the the 
occupied a similar position in regard to the ci vi! 
servants of Queensland as he has done in other 
cases in which he has been employed. Unforcu­
nately it was only to '" limited portion of 
the serdce to which the >ttention of this 
board was turnc 1- tho,,e residing in and 
about Brisbane. The Speech announcro. that 
the board was appointed to inquire into the 
public service. That is misleading, because 
whatever it was appointed to do it never 
inquired into the C'JtHlition of thP public service. 
It confined it~:; attention to Bri~bane 1 \vith. the 
one exception of calling }fr. :\Iikhell to Bris· 
bane from Rockhampton to see if he was fit for 
the promotion which it was proposed to give 
him. \Ve find, for instacrce, that it WfLS only 
the administrative portion of the Department of 
Agriculture which the board went into, while 
there are at least twenty men in that de­
partment into whose qualifications the~· did 
not go at all. 'rhe same thing apphes to 
the Education Department, ancl possibly to 
other departments. It may be said that the 
men who were left severely n,lone wer. experts, 
and that the board was not competent b deal with 
them, but as against that Ipointoutthat Dt. Ham's 
department wns gone through. One :s nt a loss 
therefore to understaml where the business began 
and where it left off. In re;;ctrd to the third 
member of the commission it is interesting to 
know who he is and to discuss whetter the appoint-

ment was a wise one. ::\Ir. Brennan is one of 
the juniors of the service. It is said that in some 
manner or other he is connected with the Trea­
surer. [The PRE'\IIER : Surely you do not believe 
that?] [The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC' LANDS: It 
is ab.,,olutely untrue.] [Mr .. J. LEAHY: His 
father-in-law is one of the Treasurer's chief sup­
porters.] [l\lr. GRAN'l': It is not true.] I accept 
no responsibility for the statement. It comes 
from the other side tl1at he is a relation of the 
Treasurer's, and :-:eeing that it cornes fro1n 
there, I rlo not think I ctm t''llled upon to 
accept any responsibility in reg-ard to the 
statement. I was told t,o-da:v by a promi­
nent civil servant that if 3Ir. Brennan is 
not a relati \'8 of ~.he TreL""Lsurer's, he is married to 
a young lady who, if not an netual relation~ i'3 
an adopted daughter or wurd. [}Ir. GRANT: 
There is no sort uf truth in it.J [The PREl\!lllR: 
It is a sh::tme tl) circulate staternents like that 
unless you are sure they are tcne.] [Hem, J. F, 
G. FoxTON : The stateme;nt came from the other 
side.] However, that is the statement which is 
going about. 'There is F'nnething very strange 
about the appointntet.._t of tbi.::. l\1r. Br-ennan, and 
sornething very strange about his action. He is 
a jnnior (~fficer, who by n<t;::,On of his positlon a.s 
an a,ndit iu~pector carne into conflict with 
many nffic· r.s in the ~erYice. He 1'-ne\v a 
good deal ::..bnut these n1t. '1, :md it \V?..R only 
natural that whe'l he c 1me to cunsider the 
claims of vB~rio'-,s offi.c T8 he would hn.ve rnore 
regard for men he 1Jpprovecl of, and less 
regard for tho'" with whom lr hac\ c nne into 
conflict. Occupying the po,ition whic'r he did, 
that might h<tve been expectecl, and I h;we 
inforn1a.tion which shO\\ ; that rnen with whom 
.!\lr. Brennan ~ une into conflict have suffered by 
the recornmendationR put, before the Governrnent~ 
and men witf-:1 whorn he wa~ on good tenns have 
receive.d r<3cornmend.at:ons for incre~~~e". [The 
SECRETARY FOR P'~BLIC LANDS: I am sure you 
know very well you ougllt not to say ych a 
thing unle"'s yon ar" prepared to pro1·e 1t.] I 
accept the respnnsibilit-' for everything I :'ay. I 
have harl inforrna•i·lll of these things, and if I 
did not believe there was good ground for repeat, 
ing what I have heard I would nut repeat 
it. It was an nnwi.~e thing to appoint. u 
junior, who had con1e into conflict \Vith rnany 
officers of the service, to go through the 
department' and ma,ke recommendations, and I 
am afraid there is only too good ;:;ronnel for the 
statements which have been made. \Vhat particu­
l:1r quHlificationR had these three rnen for going 
through tbe vdriouii otfices and reporting upon 
wha;, qualific 1tions various officers posse~s0d and 
what anwunt of salary they \V ere ent1 tled to ? 
You can go through this list. from beginning to 
end, and you cannot find there are more than 
two or thrf+' departments these men had any 
special knowledge of. [Mr. ,J. LlUHY : They 
had instmc~ions what to do.] That has been 
suggested; and referring to Mr. Troup, his 
experience has been gained in office~ where he 
has held consultati,ms with employers beforE 
takiag action. This gentleman associate,] with 
very few people oLI1er than Minist~rr, and 
naturally these things must have been discussed. 
vVe were told by the hon. member for J\Iar[l.noa 
th",t there was a serious rumour that thP c men 
could not agree upon a report, but that "fter 
consultations with members of the Cccbinet the 
report which we now have was presented. The 
ban. gentleman asked if that was correct, but 
the Premier rlid not deign to answer. I infer, 
therefore, that the rumour is truf\ and ths,t the 
report of the commi.,sion was largely influenced 
by consultations which the members harl with 
Ministers. [The PnEmER: I c:m give a denial 
to that if you want one.] [Hon. J. :F. G. 
FoXTON : \Vas there no consultation at all?] 
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Do I understand the hon. gentleman to give it a 
denial1 l The PREmER: Y on gave the Rtate­
ment of the hon. member for :\Iaranoa from which 
you have drawn inferences. The statement is in 
error, and your inferences are erroneouR.] I 
must s>y I am no wiser now than I was before. 
[Hon. J. F. G. FoxTox: :"fo consultation at all?] 
It is difficult to understand what experience 
these gentlemen had to enable them to go 
through the departments and come to the con­
clusions which they did, and I ''enture to say 
that they were not con1petent for that work. 
That brings me duwn to the .Electoml Registrar's 
Office, of which I promisecl to snetk. I mnst 
say I cannot understand the meaning of the 
recon1mendation in regard to it. It is a coinci­
dence that this independent board, two of whom 
are absolut.e strangers, should come to the 
conclusion that 1\Ir. :B-,rancis was not a ~·ood 
officer for the position he held. We know 
that ::\Ir. J!'rancis h".s spent the best years 
of his life in Queensland, and ha·' done 
excellent work in the \Y est and N otth, and 
that now he is in the verv heyday of his 
strength and ability; but We knO\V also that 
that gentleman <c,~me into conflict with the 
Labour party at Cunnamulla. It is a most 
extraordinary thing that this independent board 
find it neco?"sary to econoinise in 1Ir. Fr:::tncis'::., 
case. \V a~ it a question of incompetency? 
There is nothing to show it. ::\ o reasons are 
given in this case. It is a v. iss thing to abstain 
from gi"·ing reasons when you h·-tvt:.. not got 'ery 
good ones to give. If econc,uy was the object, 
one would have expected that :\Ir. Francis would 
h<t•. e been Idt in his office at a reduced salary, 
or reduced t>y £200 as Mr. Henderson wa,, thus 
bringing him to the salary recommended for the 
new officer to be appointed. I could understand 
the action taken if inE:fficiency was alleged, 
but WP Jre fnrcfd to look for .sorne other 
rP tson, and that reason we can only supply in 
that the board in some inexplk<tble way knew 
that }Ir. ~-...rancis was not a popular per~wn \Vith 
the party which controb the Government. I am 
afraid there i~ only too much eddence that the 
present Go\'ernment have ttdded to the system of 
retrenchment a politinl exploitation of the 
ser':'ice for the purpoRe of raisi11 g- political 
cap1tai. I do not know what competency there 
was in1the board to deal with the Department of 
Work8. I know, of cour::2, that there were a 
good many n•rm in the department who were 
very badly paid, and I also know tha' it is pro· 
bably the most economical deoartment of its sort 
in Australitt. I understancl that an officer of the 
Commonwealth Government was here the other 
day, and informed them that it was the 
best dejJartment of its kind in Australia. 
One gent.lernan "vho has been retrenched in this 
department is JYir. i'viurdoch, and I know him to 
be a competent man; and I venture to say that 

he will be a \'ery great loss to this 
[5 p.m.] department. So well is he thought 

of that he has been asked by the 
Commonwealth Government to go down south 
and assi>t in the formation of a similar depart­
ment in the Commonwealth service. On what 
grounds was Mr. Murdoch retrenched? Surely 
not on the ground of inefficiency. ~ ow \Ve come 
to the Department of Justice, which I say none 
of the gentlemen on the board were competent 
to inquire into and report upon. It was a per­
fect farce these men attempting to examine into 
this department and reporting on its work­
ing. This dPpartment comprises many technical 
branches. \Vhat competency had they to g,o into 
the Supreme Court and say what officers were 
nece,csary, or what their remuneration should be? 
The Regi,trar of the Supreme Court is e, highly 
competent professional man, and practically all 
the officers under him are in the same category, 

:.tnd yet we have this board recommending to the 
Government that the registrar's salary should be 
reduced by £50, although we find that this depart­
ment is the most economicaJly worked dep:ntment 
of its kind in the whole of Australasia. \Ve 
find that in South Australia the same officer 
receives a larger salary than i'vir. Smyth receives 
here~and in connection with thiF, I would like to 
point out that hiil reduction in salary means his 
reduction from a high class to a lower class in 
the service. It puts him from his present posi­
tion into a very much lower position, so it is a 
very severe reduction indeed ; and the reduction 
is entirely unwarranted. Then we come to the 
Taxing Officer. \V hat competen~y had this board 
to judge of the work done by this officer? ::\ o 
one but those concerned in work of that kind can 
realise thp technical nature of the work he has 
to perform. I say no other man of his .,bilities 
in Brisbane or in Queensland would undertake 
the work of the Taxing Officer, even at a salary 
half as much again a> he is getting. And 
Y'~t thi:-; board reoornmend.;; an arbitrary reducw 
tion in the reg-istrar's s&lary of .£50, and in 
the Taxing Officer's sabry of .£30. I know 
that the Attorney-G-eneral has sejd that this o£30 
would be returned w him on the grounds that he 
then stated. Then we c·Jrne to the Insolvency, 
Insanity, and Intestacy Department, and I .1sk 
::qain what competency h~d this board to inquire 
into this department? This is ·a department 
which has been cut down fro·m year to year, until 
the salaries were brought down to bedrock ; hut 
notwithstanding this, further reductions are 
recommended, wbich will mean that the head of 
this department will be brought back to the 
same :·alary he got twenty ye:>rs ago for doing 
the work of one department, while he is now 
doing the work of this important department, 
with thre branches in it. You may gu 
through the Di,·trict Court, the Friendly 
Societies Depa,rtment, the Patent Office and 
the Stamp Office~the work in all these 
departments is very technica.l~and yet the 
gentle1nen comprising thif~ board of inquiry were 
appointed to in~uire int.o them. while they had 
no idea of the work to be done there. I know 
that in the Stamp Otlice and in the Friendly 
Soci,ties Office t.here are problems there which 
involve the stndy of the men there for hours, 
without putting a rnn to paper, and then pro­
bably they do not know where they are. In the 
Friendly Societies Office, :Yir. Re'ldle has been 
recommended a reduction of £30. Now, i'vfr. 
Rendle was appointed many years ago by Sir 
Samuel Griffith as a gentleman peculiarly fitted 
for the position, for he combines tbe experience 
of an :1ctuary with a great deal of experience of 
the Friendly Societies Act, and he has done a 
great deal for the friendly societies. He was 
appointed at £{00 a year, and has only got one 
rise of £30, and yet this special and C<>m petent 
board recommended that he should be reduced 
by £30. I think that if we lost Mr. Rendie's 
service,, that would be a very great loss. [l\Ir. 
:YIAXWELL : \Vhat if he died?] That inter­
jection reminds me of this: not only was :\Ir. 
Rendle's salary reduced, but his only competent 
assistant~ his chief clerk~ who acted as his 
deputy when he was away in other parts of 
the State on public business, has been removed 
to another department, and a youngster at 
.£100 from the Agricultural Department ha,; 
been put in his place. I do not know 
what experience a young man from the A5ri­
cultural Department has for the work in 
7\Ir. Rendle's office, and his appointment does 
not display mnch eompetency on the part of 
thiil bo11rd. ~ ow we come to the Registrar. 
General's appointment, and it seerns to n1e that 
somebody has gone out of his way to snggest 
a rnan who was not in the public service in 
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Brisbane at the time these inYestigations were 
being made. \\' e find that :'\Ir. l\litchell wao 
tranGferred from Rockhampton, where certain 
other people come from. He v;as ser.t for to se'· 
what billet he was tit for, and . o :\lr. J'.Iitchell has 
been appointed to this position of Re,gistrar­
General, also the Registrar of ,Joint Stock Com­
p•nies, Title', }'inns, and of the Stamp Office. 
:\ ow, what Jmrlicular fitness has nir. l\Iitchell 
for the charge of the Stamp Office? He 
lms prohably some experience• a., :1 deputy in the 
Stamp Office in Rockhampton, and the s9,me 
remark may be applied to the Titles Office, but 
practically he has had no experience with regard 
to joint stock comp"nie.<, and this is very technical 
work. [The PHE}!IEH : He has the reputation of 
being a most competent officer.] I have every 
belief in Mr. Mitche!l being" a most competent 
officer; but Isaythllthehasbeenpitchforkedfrorn 
his position in Rockhampton for some purpose 
into the position of the head of a very important 
department, some branches of which he has had 
no experience in. I cannot see the rhyme 
or re~sou for this appointment, and I nJtice 
that he has been given an increase of £110 per 
annum. Now, I cannot understand on what 
principle the reductions ha Ye been recommended 
in the salaries of the female typists. How were 
their salariPs adjusted? There are some at £100, 
some for £RO, some for £70, some for £60, and 
some for £50. [The Pm;MIER: They have been 
graded.] The hon. gentleman says that they 
ha Ye been graded; but some of these ladies have 
been many years in the service, and they are 
doing good work. I cannot understttnd why the 
lady typist in the Insolvency Departmc nt has 
her salary reduc~d to £70, while the one in the 
Supreme Court is left at £80, for I think that 
if there is a great deal of correspondence 
to get through it is in the Insolvency 
Department. l do not understand the basis 
of these things "t all. [The PREmER: X o, 
or you would not be speaking as you are.] I 
cannot understttnd how this board did not 
go in to all the office,, connected with the 
various departments. The investi~ations were 
very n1ysterious. They were a few rninutes 
llere and there-about twenty m.inutes in the 
Friendly Sncieties' Offic"'l a couple of rninutes in 
the Taxing l'.Iast·cr's Office, fhe or· ten minutes 
in t11e Registrar-General'~ Office, a few minutes 
in the I~ands Off~ce, and so on. That was the 
system of inquiry by this very competent 
board, and yet they were able to decide 
things better than l'.Iinisters. I understand 
that this ludicrous incident occurred during 
their inquiry. There are two officerR in 
the sun·ey bmnch of the L,wds Office, and when 
this co1nn1ission w:: going through a Cft"inal 

remark was made as to the work one officer did, 
and O\~·ing to this casual remark, 10he sainry of 
the man referred to was increa,ed by £40, and 
what happened to the other fellow who was on the 
same mark, and doing equally g·ood work? His 
salary was reduced by £30 to pay it. I know the 
officer whose salary wa~. reduced and he is a Yery 
good officer. He is not in my electorate, but I 
can sav that there is no more competent officer 
in the service. I would like to call the attention 
of the Premier to that, 9nd I am sure he will see 
the inc·msistency of it. [Hon. R. PHILP: \Vhat 
are their nan1es ?] ~Ir. Eggar's salary \Vas 
incre,.sed, and the officer whose salary was 
reduced is named Smith. [An honourahle mem· 
ber: Parliament has not voted these increases 
yet.] I know that. [Hon. R. PHII.P: You will all 
vote for them over there. J 

The SPEAKER : Order! 

:Mr. MACARTNEY: Coming now to the 
Treasury, I find that with two or three excep­
tions, there have been increases all through. 

[The PREMIER: You ::cre quite wrong!] Ko; I 
am not. I have the printed report circnlated by 
the Government Printer. The head of the 
Treasnry is put d~)Wl1 for an incre.•Jse of £100. 
The next gentleman on that list is J\llr. Bourne. 
He has been many years chief clerk of the 
department. He is F·ubjected to a decrea'e of 
£30. [Mr. ,JENKIXSOX: Tbe only one in the 
head office !) Yes; and , econd in comr11and. 
His junior, :!\Ir. Fmvles, is increased by £60, and 
is made seniorl although he occupies a junior 
position to his chief clerk ; and then there 
are thirteen increases out of abnnt twenty 
positions. I cannot understand that. [The 
PrtE:'IIIEH.: No; I'm sure you don't!] [H(,n. R. 
PHILP: Nor the Premier either !J Then we 
come to the Inland Revenue Department, which 
is a sub-department, and we find that four 
supernutnerary revenue officers are retrenched, 
'vhile a probationer is providwl. I under~tand 
that this department collects a revenne of 
something like £14,000. The revenue officers 
who are retrenchei are men who get the infor­
mation upon which this revenue is collected, 
and I venture to say there is no reasonable 
economy about that. It shows that these 
redur·tions are purely of a temporary nature, and 
that later on the e'l: penditure will be as large as 
ever, but in the meantime our friends on the 
other side will get credit, at the expense of 
the se;·vice, of a good deal of political economy. 
\Ve come down to another case in connection 
with the :Marine Department, showing the in­
competence of this particular board. \Ve find 
that they have di,;per'"ed with the seevices of the 
foreman of the dock, and with the superinten­
dent of dredge' and mechanical draft.c.man ; and 
when one thinks of the work done at the docks 
o"nd its responsibility, it is a question whether 
there is any e0onomy. Large ships are taken 
in~o th:ct dock, and th· y require experienced 
men to shor'l them and look after them while 
they are there-at least a foreman or some 
experienced shipwright is wanted. They have 
dispensed with the services of that m: n, ~,nd I 
understand it will be very hard indeed to replace 
him, and also that a simple accident in the dock 
might lead to damage, variously e tin1'tPi "t 
from £3,000 bJ £40,000. I cannot see th t there 
is any econun1y about that, nor can I ,_,er:; any 
econmny in doing away with the 13Upv::intendent 
of dredges, when we know th~tt th~:- ,c !;eatn Y~s~els 
belonging tn the departtnent amonnt in nurnber 
to 80lnething like thirty-se\'811. It is only an 
apparent saving, and it is evid<Jnt that the 
expenditure will be as great as eveT. \Ve cmne 
now to the ..:\._uditor-General's Departrnent, 
where we find a vacancy. There is a chief 
inspector put down, while on the •thd' side of 
the list there is a very large retrenchment. J',Ir. 
1\Iills, who, I think we c tn all :5av is a 1nan at 
the very height of hi;.; profe~~tion as an accountant 
and. has a very ripe experience, is srnuething like 
sixty ytMS of age, and he is retrenched. ::vir. 
Dodds, the se-nior inspector, is retrenched; alr-o 
nfr. Cash and one or two others. Yet we find 
that another bille'· is en 1ted, and the question 
arises : For whom is this particular billet 
created? I am told on very good authority-if 
the Premier gives a specific denial I will take hi~ 
word-tha.t this billet was ceer,ted for l'iir. 
Brennan, and it was only by the head of the 
department putting his foot down ar.:aimt the 
appointment of a junior officer into the position 
of chief inspector that Mr. Brennan's nomin::t­
tion was withdrawn ::tnd the recommendation 
which we now have before us-llf public ser­
vice inspector-was made, and 0ne of the very 
best men of the Treasury Department is 
retrenched. \V e have in this office some cases 
to which I have referred at an earlier stage 
of my speech, where men who are friendly 
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with :Mr. Brennan received recommendations for 
promotion, and men who were not friendly with 
him received the reve'"e. It ie clear that theoe 
varion8 figures of retrenchtuent are not reliable; 
but they have been madense of for all they are 
worth to show what the Government have done 
towards reducing the cost of govern1nent by 
£:)00,000-which was the vain boast of the 
Treasurer. \Ve have instance:< of men whose 
~:alarit>~ were included in the previous retrench~ 
ment put back iuto office again, and lJy 
this l>oard. retrenched again; so that we h<>ve 
the same figures twice <n·er. -~nd I anti­
cipate that the~e n1e11 will go back in sorne 
capacity m other, and thus negative the 
result" of this reduction, which is only made 
for political purposes. Then we have another 
extraordinary position. At least two or 
three people I !mow are included in thi,; 
retrenchment who had either actually left 
the service or had intimated their intention to 
do so. :\Ir. Bourne, the Registrar of 'l'itle.~, I 
believe intended to leave the senice; he is put 
down as one of the savings of the Government. 
}Ir. Bourne, whose pc:"nsion will, nf cvursP, have 
to be paid to him, should come off these figures 
to make them anything like reliable. But we 
hav·e a more extraordin:1ry case still. A lady has 
been retrenched, I don't know whether people 
will believe it in the face of the report when I 
say that she was married actuallv and had left 
the service before this report was made. I I 

cannot understand why this unfortunate lady 
should be told, after she had left the service 
and done good work, that "he had been 
?olding a sinecure fur 111any year'3, unless 
1t was that she happened to he a relation 
of the Home Secretary, and it was thought 
necensary to show the country how inde­
pendent :\Iinisters where when even persons 
in that position had to disappear under their 
retrenchment scheme. I do not wish to detain ' 
the House at any gnat length, but I do not 
think the programme or the administrative acts 
of the Government will cast any very creditable 
reflection upon them. Some of them are 0f a most 
discreditable nature, and it would be worthier of : 
the l\linistry if they would recall Jones, intirrate 1 

their intentions with regard to the Speci<tl 
Retrenchment Act, and also boldly state that 
they do not intend to carry out the recom­
mendations of the so-called independent hoard. 
ln connection with that I would like to say that 
I think it is a discreditable thing that three 
men should he appointed by a Ministry which 
represent country districts to rnake a specinJ 1 

attaek on the city of Brisbane. (Government ' 
laugc1ter.) [Honourable members: Brisbane is 
(iueen,land-the huh of the universe; you 
give the show away.] Brisbane is not Queens­
land. I have never thought it was; but we 
ha'. e a Ministry not one of whom reprc·~ents ! 

a metrnpolitan district, with the exception ' 
of the Secretary for Agriculture, and I ven­
ture to say tho.t that :\Iinister is only 
''nxious to do what he believes to be right, 
and that he lost sight of the effect of this 
n1onstrous recon1mendation and monstrous 
report. Jt is all very well for hon. gentlemen to 
say that I think Brisbane is the hnb of the 
universe, hut I say that the money which h 
t;.,ing spent in other parts of tne State in the 
public service exceeds by twice as much tlw 
expenditure whlcb is made in BriRbane, and not 
one penny of that has been touched. Perhap< 
it may be ~onsidered unwise on the eve of an 
election to touch the country districts which 
those hon. gentlemen represent. It seems to me 
that some substantial reasons should be offered for 
the. selection of a small portion of the public service 
for inquiry and retrenchment in this particular 
manner. [Opposition members : Hear, hear!] 

:\lr. HARDACRE (LeichhaTdt): Before ad­
dres;;ing myself to the Go,'ernor's Speech I 
desire, in common with every hon. member of tbis 
Hon~e, to exr~ress my v~ry great regret at the 
death of the Hon. \V. H. Browne. As one of 
the few remaining members of the party to 
which he belonged who entered politi<'al life at 
the same time as himself-in 1893-I heard of 
his deu,tb with feelings of very deep regret. I 
desire to say that he himself was as true a 
political com.rade as o.ny member could wi.sh to 
have. As a ncember of thiS party and as a 
member of this House he waR particularly 
conscientious. He was ab,olutely loyai to prin­
ciple in every reqpect. As • leo,der of the Labour 
party he was a very good rnan. Po;:;:sessed of 
little physical streng·th yet he did a giant's work 
as leader of this party in this Honse and as lectder 
of the Labour movement in the State; and when 
the history of the struggle for political and 
industrial reform in <.>neensland during the 
last fifteen vears is written, there will chine 
out amongst the brightest names of that period, 
the name of the Hon, \V. H. Browne. .\.nd 
although he is dead and in the grave he will live 
in the memory of his fellow workers, who gave 
him, \t hile he liveJ, their greatest respect, and In 

the minds of the people of Queensl<tnd geuerally, 
from whom he merits the deepr st respect in the 
State. The quality which ec;deared him to 
myself particularly was his sympathy with sick­
n>css anrl with ]Joverty. I did not know him 
before he became a member of this House, but I 
had heard of his ardent and untiring work in 
connection with the hospitals at Croydon before 
he entered this House. I have noticed his 
unvarving sympathy with charitable institutions 
in discn,sion on the Estimates in this Assembly, 
and when he was :Minister in control of the 
charity department and of allowances for the old 
age pension, he proved to be the most sympath_etic 
Minieter th'1t ever we had. The only hues 
which more than anythinr; appear to me to com­
memorate his death most fittingly are the words 
that have been uttered by a great poet upon the 
death of Thomas Hood-

Another ~tar 'neath Time'~ horizon dropped, 
·ro gleam o'er unknown lands and seas; 

Another heart that beat i'or freedom stopped, 
\.Yhat monrnfnl words ar2 these. 

Let laurelled marble weigh on other tombs, 
Let anthems peal for otlle1' dead. 

Rustling theil'bannered depth of J1inster gloom, 
\Vith their exulting spread. 

His epitaph shall mock the short IiYed c,tone, 
Xo liche11 shall its lines efface; 

He neetls these few and 'dimple line-; alone 
To mark hi:-; reRting- place. 

Here lil.;; a man! Stranger. if to t·hee 
His cla1m to memory be obscure. 

If thou wouldst learn 'how truly great wns he, 
Go ask it of the poor. 

\Vhi!ot I am referring to his death I would also, 
if hon. 1nembers will pern1it me, just briefly 
refer to the death of anuther gentleman who at 
one thne W8S a mBmber of this House. I alH 
referring now to the death of the Hon. C. B. 
Dutton, one time }Iinister for Lends in Queens­
land. He was member for che electorate which 

I now httve the honom to represent, 
[5.30 p.m.] w that it is only fitting that I 

RlJOnld refer to his death. The late 
Hon. U. B. Dntton was, I think it can be f.,irly 
stated, ab,;olutely the greatest IIIinister for Lands 

1 that QueenNland has e\'<:-'r r-)osses~erl. He was known 
as the author of the famous Land Act of 1884, 
which, whatever modifications may have 
eince been found necessary, has been the lms1 < 

of all our subsequent Land Acts. J\'Iore than 
that, it is also the basis of the land legisla­
tion of every other State of the Commonwealth. 
To my mind there are two names which willli.ve 
in the history of land legislation in Austraha. 
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One is the name of 'rorrens, who gave to our Reform Bill of 1832 was one of the most bene­
title deeds the name of "Torren:-5" title~; and 1 ficial measures that was ever pas"~ed into law in 
the other, vvho, I think, wi1lliveequally as long, ' Great Britain, and he gives a description of the 
io; the late C. J3. DuttuE. Coming now to tbe state of political parties at that time. and the 
question of the Governcr'c; Speech, I am of the injustices which people laboured under. He 
sa,me opinion as that expressed by the hon. m cm- savs-
ber for Bare )O, the lE:.1der of this party, thn.t, : j~efore 1632 legi5lation occupied itself with the crea-
taking it on the "\Vhole, the pl'ogran1n1e of lrq-is· 1 tion of specia-l adnn<tages for the ben;;fit of Ll\'onred 
lation embodied in the GnYernor's SI, -:'ech is 1 classo~ at the expense of those who wen, le.::-; favoured. 

'1 After 1S:32ll•gislationoccupied it~ lf\\'ith the overthrO\\' 
probably the n1ost £>ati~factory that has beHn of all those iniqnHons prefu·cncc~. 
placed before the Hon::-e for 1nany years. On 'l'he rcfotmcd Parlialllent eutercd promptly ntl_ ·with 
the whole, it iP- n. fairly dernocratie. and prngres- Yigonr npou the nndoiugor wron:~s whidt tlw jguoranee 
sh'e lJlTgralnrrje, containing a nlnnber of guod and selti;-;hnc~:s of agt" h:-ul heaped suffering l nd. 
advanced 1nensure~, both lJPliticaHy and indns- Its very tirst ~- .. J•m is rich with story of aiJOlJ:-;.hed 

trL.tllY. I mn par~icularly ple.),sed to t::!ee that eY~{~·cl what ha Ye lJePu it.-. fruit~;. The l·nlin idea of 
the .Pren1ier has kept r.he pr0111i ,e \Yhich he lt_;;islation before 1 -d2 \\as special prLLq::c v:~towed 
:made to this IIonse and to the counLry npon some ~ 1 ~eelal (';!a~s or intere~ ~1,t t' ,-.. ~ of 
la.P.t '"ession and during t[w reee~~, that he \Vonld o~her e-a~:.;;r:!"i. AI~ were raised Hl10ll tile or 
place in the forefront of the wnrh:: pf the- fWS ion some special privilege except tb~ worldng m:n1. ,sllo, 
an El~ctorttl Hefornl Bill. n1entbl•rs on ba\'ing no Yoiee in Parlian1' nt. w:t~ rt. 1.de1l as the 
the other ~ l~le will tell no::. ' they hnve TH'O- common pre:, or tho :who had. 

~~~~~"ut1l:t~i~h~~r g~~;~~i~~~~ rt5~~,h~~~-:~J~~~~~·a~~i~1~~~ _1 th~~1 fc~~~~i~l~~~~l}e,~: ~(f) t~~~~~~~:N:)n since 1~32 }nts been 

but that promise was never perfonned. rrh,, y Then he goe8 Oil to giYe a number of thf"\ bene-
h?.\'8 gone on the principle of tbe old couplet-

1 
ficia-1 results which innnedir:.te1y followed the 

Promise, pansc. prepare, 110 \.pone, 
Autl end by tcttin6 thing~ alone. 

The great ma's uf the people of Queenslan0 will 
never rest s;;.tisfied untii they have upun the 
statute-book a me.<snrc of electoral reform which 
will give equality of voting power to all. The 
principle of ;.n electoral lo.w should be to make 
every citizen equal in the making of the law,;, 
just in the same way as they are supposed to be 
equal in the eye of the law. [;}fr . • T. LE~UIY: 
You propos 'to make one ,·ote worth five others.] 
\Yhat I would like to sec i~ one m1.n politically 
worth exactly the same as every other man. I 
kno\v very well that the hnn. gentlerr1an is now 
referring to the question of one vote one value, 
and I will deal with that when I come tu the 
question of the reduction of members. I may 
say that I am absolutely in favonr of the pt J­
posal that the vote of every person should 
have the same political value, no more and 
no less, but the whole question of giving that 
value is a question of machinery-of administra· 
tion and detail. [Mr. J. LEAHY: Not at all.] 
Some members have said that the Fmnchise Bill 
conferring on every citizen in Queensland an 
equal electoral right is of no importance, and 
that it will not put bread into the mouths of the 
working classe". [Oppositi<m members : Hear, 
hear !] \Vel!, it is a very strange thing, if it is 
of so little importance, that the people are so 
strongly determined with r"pect to its intro­
duction. I am of opinion that, if the privileged 
classes of (,\ueensiand value the present unequal 
franchi~e they possess, on the face of it it must 
be of equal importance to those who have not got 
an equal franchise that they should posse,;s the 
same rights as those privileged cla'"es. It is 
because I believe that it will directly or indirectly 
put bread into the mouths of the people of this 
State that I place so much importance upon the 
eqnalityofthe franchise. unless we ho.ve an equal 
electoral law in Queensland we shall, as a logical 
result, inevitably have unequal laws. \Ve shall 
have privileges for some classes of the cam· 
mnnity at the expense of other classes which 
have not the same political power. History 
tells u" that the Reform Bill of 1832 did away 
with a large number of the evils under which the 
people of Great Britain were suffering at the 
nands of the privileged clas8es. [Mr. P. J. 
LEAHY : \Vas that the only cause?] It \\ >S 
nine-tenths of the c»nse; and when the cause 
disappeared the evils disRppeared aho. To 
show the tremendous importance of electoral 
reform, .Mr. J'.Iackenzie, anthor of the "History 
of the Nineteenth Century," says that the 

pas~ing of the ... ~et. It abolislll:~~~ tiw \V est India 
slave trade; it Riwrtt::.tu-d the hours of worr1rn ;,nd 
children in factories~ it ·widened ( ducation in 
national :-3cbools; it le-,sened pauperisn1 and 
poverty ; it abolished the iniquitous press g·ang 
which tore the breadwinner from his family; it 
lessened taxation on corn; it aboliehed the 
en1ployment vf \"/Oll1en and children in n1ineR. 
[Mr. P. J. LEAHY: That is ancient history.] It 
i,;:; ancient hiHtt ry, but it is a very n1odern 
example. \Vhiht I admrt that the people are 
not so oppressed in (~ueensland as they were in 
Great Britain in 1832, there e.re stili many 
wrongs to be found in (lueensland to-day, and 
they ::..re the direct result of the system of class 
government which we have had in the past, rest­
ing on a class elcvtorallaw, which the Premier, I 
am glad to see, is determined to abolish. I 
must congratulate the hon. gentleman upon his 
determination to have this question settled at 
last. The next item on the programme is the 
referendum. I will say at once that I entirely 
agree with the principle of the referer:dum, with 
this qualification: that it should be resorted to 
with regard to great qnestions which have been 
discussed by ::md agitated for by the people, but 
I do not think it is a proper principle to adopt 
for the purpose of settlir!g matters of rletail. It 
is absolutely impossible for the people to settle 
details of which they are entirely ignorant. 
[Mr. P. J. LEAHY: ·would you let the people 
settle the salaries of members of Parliament?] 
Ko. Now, the question of the number of mem­
bers of the Assembly is a matter of detail. It 
is a matter of which the people know but little, 
and it therefore appears to me to be a matter 
which should not be submitted to a referendum. 
It is a matter for the members of this Chamber. 
[Opposition members : Hear, hear !] \Vhat 
do the people of Bri,bane know, for in­
stance, of the conditions and the difficulties 
of representing a large electorate co1nprising 
24,000 square miles, hke the electorate which I 
reprecent? Absolutely nothing at all. And, in 
like manner, the lJeople in the country districts 
ha'" not got the information nece&.,ary to enable 
then1 to come to a wi~::1e conclusion \Vith reference 
to the representation of the town. [Opposition 
members : Hear, hear!] The electors have not 
the knowledge to enable them to judge. [Mr. 
,J. LEAHY: i.'\either have they of anything else.] 
Yes, they have in regard to great que~tions con­
cerning which there has been a public agitation. 
If we are to suhnit a question like this to the 
people, it should oniy be after a long course of 
agitation and demand for it. [Mr. J. LESINA: 
\Vhere is the agitation?] There is absolntely no 
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general a'iitation in Queensland for a reduction 
of members ontside Brisbane, and Brisbane 
knows nothing of the conditions of the repre­
sentation of cnuntrv districts. And even if 
the q uesti0n was .'"•Btt'lt-'d lyt· tlY' pPople, a nun1ber 
of other qne~t1ons wuuld anse: Are tbe reductions 
to take place in the c )Untry district- 1 or are they 
tn take plac,~ in thr· towns? ~4...g~l.·in. what an1ount 
of reductkn should there be? r=,ll'. l\.lAXWELL: 
Tbey would +:ttle th:~t.] \\~e 1ulght j:;.-.:;t as\ ell 
ask the pcJple to settle the detaiL..;ql theincnmeb1"x 
by a referendun1 .--~,'3 to ~ettle wheth ·)r this How:5e 
shall ·_onsi:,~ uf t:;eventy-t·.;'C or iifty 1nembor 
[J-Ir. Fom.;-cTH: Your rtrgum._'nt~~ are olutely 
sound.] There is r)ne other a.spect of the qne~­
tion, and that is, eYt·'l if we ,:,g:ree to the prir;ciple 
of the referendurn, i_t is unf .1.ir to ask the pe ple 
to decide upon n. reduction in une ChambFJr only. 
If you are .;oing tn sn brnit the f1 ue-sti~ '11 to the 
people on th(' grounds of Pconomy, you fwuld at 
the st1n1e tirne aBk ibmn to decide thP que.,;tion of 

reduction of the nn:mbe.r::~ of tb· Legi~lative 
)llncil, or its abolition. [2.\Ir. FoRSY'fH: rrhat 

is stuffed for Jif,:.J Anyv. a~-, I .m cenain that 
thBre has bt.Ja lJO dernand for this legi . .-Iation in 
the country (;istricts. I do not bdie\'P there has 
be:-·n umch de1nand in th except by the 
t.c)n8ervatin~ Pres::.:, whr·,e onl.v is to attack 
the repre.-;eutatl ve Chtnnbrr, and who are fo1low­
ing the lead set in V""ictor1a. and Xt..w South 
"\Vale-;, whif•h, evf~n 1f it waf.! cnrrect there, is not 
applicc.ble tu Que,msland. \Vhen the Bill comes 
0efore us, the first thing I should do is t') endeavour 
tu amend the order of leave so as to insert 
the word "Parliament" instead of "Le;;islative 
Assembly, " in order that we may have discussed 
the question of a reduction in the numbers of 
the other Chambgr. There are some matters in 
the Governor's Speech about which I am at a loss 
to know what they me ,n, }'or example, there 
is a propos,,·,l to amend the Land Act. At first 
I thought that referred to legislaLion assenting 
to some of the demands recently made by the 
pastoralists who asked for certain modifications 
of the Act of 1902, but since the Premier's reply 
to the pastoralists' reqnest,, which was, generally 
speaking, in the negative, I am at a loss to know 
what the Bill refers to. It seems to me that the 
Premier rather too strongly and too definitely 
said " :No" to everything they asked. [Mr. 
bTORY: Hear, hear!] To my mind, it is the 
dnty of every member of this House to sav "No" 
when anything wrong is asked for, and to say 
"Ye'" when legitimate demands are made. I 
must say that I think some of the reqnests could 
have been granted to some extent without any 
disadvantage to tbe State. [The SECRETARY FOR 
Pt:BLIC LANDS: I hope you will specify them.] 
In the first place, fixing the rents for the first 
period after coming under the new lease---fixing 
it before they go on the land. The reply of the 
Premier to that was that it was entirely outside 
the scheme of things so far as onr La,nd Court 
was concerned. He said the Land Court was a 
judicial body which settled the rents, and that to 
grant the reqtH'·•t would be to violate the 
principle of fixing the rents. It does not appear 
to me that it would be any violation of that 
principle to adopt the sugge,,tion which has 
been made. [Mr. \V. HAMILTON: And do away 
with the court.] \Ve might easily amend the 
Act by fixing the rents for the first period 
of ten ybrs, irrespective of the Land Conrt. 
It is not violating the principle of assess­
ment, because it is exactly what we do with 
regard to all grazing farms and agricultural land. 
\V e always proclaim the rent of grazing farms 
and agricultural selections before the selector 
takes them up. [The SECHETARY l<'OR PcBLIC 
LANDS : It was not so under the 1884 Act. They 
came in withou~ knowing what their rent was.] 
I quite admit that, bnt the Land Act of 1002 

wa, a relieving "'' t. In 'ome respects I think 
it was far too generous, and I fought it all I 
knew; but. at the satY1e tirne, while that Act 
was pnosing th;s Chamber, while I fought it in 
some respect:-;, in uthers I gave all the generous 
help I could "·hen reasonable requests were 
·nade. Therefore, I do not know why members 
should rarl at me because I comider some 
l'equests 1vhich are made 1unv are reasonable. I 
think the Governli;ent 1night fair·ly fix 
the r :.nts for the fh _t, ten years, 
and it certainly would hann to the 
Treasury to dv so. I t hiuk the Lands 
Den2rtn1ent ought to be extrerndy tba.nkful 
if t.hey get tbe rent~, unde2· exi..,t_ing conU.itions, 
from the l ledC:S. [The SEORE'l'AH¥ l<'OR 
PcBL10 L.;;sns: you appl)· that >tatement to 
the whole of the pastoral nmts ?] Tu the whole 
of the pa~•torallc-_,~sees \,, ho a.re coming under the 
/\.et. of 1H02 with t!Je exception of the coast 
lands. The deputation wa; not sp, .tking for the 
coastal lands bn~ for rhe \Y r·,tern districts, and 
i~ the r.ent for the first period 'i\ er~e fixE~, it would 
g1ve tnen1 Rome sort of ,. -::cmnty. .ihe next 
request m3de 'vas one which wa•,· concedt·d by the 
Pretnier-the l1un. gentleman consenting to a 
:maxin1un1 rea.~Sf-"3,rlent of ;)0 per cent. for the 
'econd period. Another matter dealt with by 
the deput;ttion v;as the question of indicating 
areas that would be re~nmed at a later date. I 
recor,-nise nHtny of the disadvantage·'· that 
\Yould accrue if that was done, and at 
the same time I think even the pastoralists 
themseh-es recognise that. it would invoh-e con­
siderable danger in many parts of Queensland. 
[The SECHETARf FOR Pr:BLIC LANDS : Of course 
they do. They are not "incere in making the 
rertuest.} But I think ewn in that matter some­
thing could be done. There are holdings in 
Queensland in regard to w hi eh we could safely 
specify areas to be resnmed at a later date 
without the slightest danger of blocking settle­
ment, because in those cases the land would not 
be taken np in nny case within forty years. It 
seems to me it is a matter for the Lands Depart­
ment to ascertain what rnns could be safely 
dealt with in that manner without any danger 
of blocking settlement. [Mr. \V. HMHLTO"': 
Could yon dPfinitely say that a railway would 
not go to a certain place within twenty years.] 
I think you could safely say that a railway would 
not re,;ch Birds vi !le in twenty years. There are 
somepartsofthe State,suchas the Burnettwater­
shed, in regard to which we conlcl not do any­
thing, because we know that the land will be 
wanted for clo.'er settlement. [Dr. GAHDE: The 
Land Court has locked that up for twenty years.] 
Take, for instance, the case of the Dawson coal 
measures. A few years ago nothing at all was 
known of those deposits of coal, and if we had 
specilied the o.rea to be resumed some years ago 
we would to-day be in the difficulty of having 
locked up that land which would support a very 
large popuhtion ; but, at the same time, there 
are other parts of Queensland where I maintain 
something could be done. There is one very 
important matter that the pastoralists request. 
They desire that they should be relieved of the 
legal obligation to pay rent for the full term of 
forty years, whether they occupy the land or 
not. The request was that they should be 
allowed to abandon it afte1· tweh·e months' notice, 
I think that was an unreasonable request. [Mr. 
.J. LEAHY: They said they would throw up their 
improvements.] I think it is umeawnable. 
because in ID8..IlY cases there are no improve1nents 
at all, ::.ne! what I fear would happen if they 
were all.owed to give twelve months' notice is 
that they would take advantage of the particular 
circumstance3 to throw up temporarily certain 
blocks, holding other blocks, and escaping 
rent for a number of years. [The SECRETARY 



160 Address 1n Repl,y. !:ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

~'OR Pl:BLIC LAXDS: This demand was for 
large consolidated holdings.] But one mon 
can hold more than one holding. A holder 
of a cons,J!idated block men hold other 
blocks. [The ~ECRETARY FOH Pl:BLIC LAXI>S : 
This demand applies to cons-Jlidated blocks.l I 
think it would be r·asonable to allow the men tlut 
I refer to to forfeit their holdin:;. after fiv(, years. 

That \Yonld be a considerable relief 
[7 p.m.] of tlwir lccg1l ohligations, which, in 

sor.ce C"l. 38~, extend up to forty yearB: 
it would give the Crdwn five rears' payrnent of 
rent, ,:-nd the fi~~~e year:-;' interval \Voulcl enn.ble 
the Crown to get <>ther selectors to take up t;1eir 
holdings. Amongst the measure.· prnmi,ed in 
the SJ•eech is one which the people in my dietrict 
are very much concerned a.bont, tha~ iN the fore­
shadowin,o; of a Bill to amend the Land Agri­
cultural Bank Act. Thi'• is a umtkr which I 
have very long vvished to see hrought about, as 
it is of the very fir:::;t in!portance to country 
districts, where, after the recent drought, in 
many case:-; stocks have been entirelv swept a way. 
In sorrw caRes 75 per cent.~ in otl----er~s 00per cent., 
have fbeen t-iW8JJt a\va.y, and in other cases e··erv­
thing in the way of stock has been swept away. 
Now, the Agricultnral Brmk Act only permits 
selectors to borrow for tht: purpose of erecting 
improvements, hut in many country districts the 
selectors do not want to borrow for improve­
ment<; they have ample improvements, but they 
have no stock, and if an amending Bill in the 
direction of allowing them to borro,,;. to replenish 
their stock is introduced, it will meet with my 
hearty approval. I am sorry to see that this 
particular promised Bill has hocm plac,·d at the 
bottom of the pr0gramme, and I sincerely hope 
th~,t this crder will not he adhered to. [The 
SECRETARY FOR AGIUCGLTCRE: :i'\o.J I nm glad 
to hear that, for I was afraid that :'llinisters were 
not fully aware of the precariou ., conrlition of 
many of our settlers, or of the great importance 
of such an a tnending 1neasure, and I hope that it 
will be brought on. at an early stage of this session, 
in order tu get rt passed ao so•m as possible. 
One other thing indicated in the Speecn i, the 
construction of light lines of railway to agricul­
tural districts, and 'hilst there a.re some vlaces 
in Queensland where a lighter system of rails 
would be n1ore dvantageous than the hPn,vier 
system that is general in Queensland, after ali I 
do not think that there are more than four or 
five pbces whgre such light lines could be built 
with advantage; but the policy in this direction 
deservt'S smn considetat.ion by W~lY of experi­
ment. I do not know whether this policy will 
include light lines to what ma'. be termed com­
bined agricultural and mining -districts ; but I do 
not see, if there a~e going to be light line~ to 
some agricultma! cltHtricte, wh:· there should not 
be light lines gJ:.;o to ascert.Lined rich miner;tl 
fields, and I might Yenture to suggest a place 
where it would be \·ery ath antao-enu j to huild 
a light line of n1i'h· c{y-a1o~g- the DawM 
son River, where, I belieYP, there is excel­
lent agricultural land in a very good rain­
fall belt, and "t the same time there is an 
enorrnously rich coal area, which, if developed, 
will mean a great deal towards the prosperity of 
that p . .rt of Ctueensland. It would give me great 
pleasure if the Government could see their way, 
under cover of this Bill, to do something fur that 
locality. [:'.Ir. }IAxWELL: I.s it in your dis­
trict?] It is very close to my district, and my 
district has as much right to demand such a 
rar!way-if it will pay-as other districts; but I 
certainly would not advocate a light line there, 
unless there were great possibilities of it paying. 
[Hon. R. PHILP: ~,o one ever does.] I am 
not advocating that. [An honourable member : 
Just a gentle hint.] Yes ; because, so far as 
reports go, I think this district is one of the 

best to build a line of light railway in; but 
if the reports were unfavourable I would not 
advocate iL. I seA also that in the Speech 
n1ention is made of proceeding with c tntion 
with regard to the repurchase of estates, and I 
rnay say that am in accord with tbat C)ntion. 
I have alway been in accord \Vith this policy; 
but I believe the fault made with regard to the 
repurchase of estates a year or ~uwo ag·o was that 
too high a price was paid for t.hew, and the 
result h>ts been that the high price the aelectors 
were called upon to pay for some portions of 
these t' .tat'. s only crippled them in their opera­
tions. I think that great cautirm is needed in 
c.1rrying out this policy, a11d I am nH ·-e in favour 
of developing our own Crown landr. [Hononr­
able rnembers: Hear, hear !J That see1ns to be 
a much wic, r way in which to proceed. \V e 
have loLi of good CrO\VTI landR, an...:1 if this courRe 
'iVere adopted a lot of the money tlu .. t now goes 
into the hands of financial institutions will go 
into the hc,nd' of the workers of Queensland, 
and it will help in developing our own resources. 
However, the Government have n1ade this new 

1 

departure in their programme; they ha Ye 
· followed to some extent the ''ystem which exi<ted 

in =" ew Zealand, and I think they might adopt 
the New Zealand system a little more closely, 
Some time ago in New Zealand there wa'· a 
system of throwing open Crown lands in alternate 
blocks, givin~; the ~electors who were successful 
in obtaiuing selections, the right to improve the 
adjoining Crown block in order to enable them 
to make a li velihoocl, and afterwards throw­
ing open the Crown lands in blocks as improved 
selections. 'l'here has been some dissatisfaction 
expresoed with the wages able to be earned in 
the Rockh:,mpton district ccnd elsewhere­
wa.ges paid fnr the work of clearing land, and I 
think it would bee, better method if insteftd of 
employing the m: employed to clear thR Crown 
lands at certain rates of wages, to throw these 
lands open aP selection .. " and then give some 
allowance in the way of loanP, nr assi:-;tance 
towards rations, or an a1lowance of time, and let 
the selectors clear their mvn selections. (Hear, 
hear !) By that means the selectors would put 
much more heart into their work, and there 
' uuld be less di,,satisfaction. [Mr .• JENKC'lSON: 
'What would you do with the unemployed'] If 
I had my way l would carry out that system to such 
an extent that there would be very few unem­
ployed. There are lots of lands alongside rai!w::ty 
lines which could be improved and settled in this 
way. I am rather disappointed in one par­
ticular. I thong·ht, after we had heard so 
much last year and the year befure about 
irrig~tion, particularly from the Treasurer, that 
we \vould have seen some announcen1ent \vitl1 
regard to irrigation policy in the Governmen~', 
prograrume. I do not see why, just in the same 
way '" the Government is now entering on the 
develovment of our Crown lands, they should 
nn•.; also spend some lll(mey for tl1f~ purpose of 
conserving and utilising water in the way of 
irrig".tion. It seems to me a much to be desired 
p•>licy in incrPasing settlement on the hnd. 
[:Yir. ,J. LEAHY: \V here will you get the money 
from?] I do not think this State is so far 
bankrupt that it cannot borrow money for a 
purpo~e of that kind. I wish ah:o to say smne~ 
thing with rc,:;ard to the policy of sdlin•~: our 
Crown lands, announced by the leader of the 
Opposition at Townsville. [Mr .• I. LEAH'Y: The 
Government sold some of the best lc,nd in Queens­
land.] I am entirely opposed to the policy of sell­
ing our Crown lands. It is objection9,ble on two 
f!rounds: First of all it is an entirely wrong 
financial principle to sell land and put into the 
annual revenue of the Stccte what is not revenue 
at all, but what is really our capital. From a 
financial point of view you might just as well 
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sell our Treasury and call the proceeds revenue, 
a' to sell some of our estate and call that rennne 
also. Another objection is that it is ent.irely 
oppo:'ied to the bedL interestK of land .settlen1ent. 
Thel'e is no assurance or ~afpguard lvbatevPr, 
when we sell Crown lands civithout cunditilll1S, a: 
proposed by the lPader of the Oppo<ition, that 
the bnd would be put to its bHt occupation. 
[i\lr. J. LE \HY: That is just wht. t the Govern­
ment are doing.] I am 8pcakiug not of what 
the Governrnent are rloii,g, but of what 
the leader of the Opposition woul•l do if he 
got the chance. \Ve have found from experience• 
that it has been neceHary to pass Land Acts 
with various kinds of concHtinns--residencf', 
improvements, and other conditions-in order to 
secure that the land, \\'hen parted with, shall he 
utilised and occupied. \Vhen we sell bnd with­
out any conditions what.,ver there is nothing rtt 
all to a'suro us that it will Le occnpit•J, aYH1 the 
proposal to ~ell land without conditione, even of 
taxation, is practically to abolish our Cr,>wn 
Lands Act•,. If we look at the r sult in other 
parts of the world and in Au tralia of the policy 
of selling land without conditions, we shall set> 
that instead of re~ultine; in settlement it has led 
enormou>ly to the locking up of the best lands 
for ,;ett!ement irom the people of the various 
States. [l\lr. J!'ORSYTH: Ag~regation.] To 
aggregation \Vben y;m sell land iu large areas, 
and even if pm sell it in small areas the 
result is the ··ame. If you look around 
Brisbane, where you have comparatively small 
>treas, you will find that in suburban districts 
land is not utilised, it is held idle for speculative 
purpt>se·-. [Hon. R. PHILP: Because no one 
wants it.] Because nobody wants it at the price 
the L1ndowners are asking for it. But there is 
another objection from a 8ettlement pniut of 
view-tbat is to ask people to pay the capital 
price for land at the commencement of their 
settlement. It ru<llv burdens them with worse 
financial conditions than it wculd be to let them 
have the land at a low rent. It makes dear htnd 
instead of cheap land. I am in favour uf cheap 
land. [An honourable member: Freehold is 
better security than le:Behold.] Freehold is 
better security to the man who occupies it; 
but it is not security t'> the State that he 
will occupy and improve it. To my mind, 
the question of land settlement is one of 
the ven- greate"t importance to (,lue"r"land. 
It not only affects the conditions of the unem­
ployed in Queensland, but it also determines the 
degree of prosperity of all thA rest oi the com­
munity, even thoiie who do not like to take up 
selections; because if we make tJJe country 
di8cricts pro,perous, then we shall >~lso nmke 
prosperous tho'e parts of Queensland where the 
veople thmLsel ves do not wish to go upon the 
land. In cnnnecdnn \•·ith this, I would like to 
ask how it is that the Government only yester­
day sold an area of F)O,OOO ncres "long the railway 
line, and pnt the monPy into the Treasur:y as part 
of this year's revenue, instead of keeping- that land 
for settlement. That land, I am told, which is 
magnificient lalJd, so far as the soil i" concerned, 
is approximate to one 0f our principal inland 
townships, and alongside the railway. It wa" 
thrown open in 5, 000-acre blocks-the total arell 
being 50,000 acres-under such circumstances llS 
made it absolutely certain that it would be taken 
up, not by small holders, but by the lessee of the 
particnlar holding. [An honoumhle me.rnber: 
At whose re<Jnest was it put up ?J I do not 
know, but it was put up under condit.ions which 
rendered it inevitable that it would be taken np 
by the lessee himself. The price is not cash, but 
it is significant that it was one-tenth cash, and the 
balance had to be paid in one month-one 
month after it was thrown open on the 30th 
May-and this would bring it to the 30th 
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.June. The concliLion.-; <:tTt:: rn<1de so tlJat the 
money will gu intc) th~ revenue for this year. IV e 
have had the annuunce1uent to-day that the '''hole 
of the iiO,OOO acres h:to accually been purchased 
by the lessees, who are in ::": ew South \Vales. 
[:'!Ir. J. LEAHY: Ye;.;; and the railway ran 
through it.] I, for l>ne, do not t!Jiuk that is a 
good policy. [:'.Ir. l'oRSYTH: Th .t is the policy 
of the GovernmPut.] I only go so far as to say 
that although I am opposed to the sale of 
Crown lands '" a general. priuciple-T l1Me 
opposed it always-- yet I will not go so 
far as to say that under no eh cmnstances 
whatever should land be sold. I believe 
times may c,mJe in the history o£ a State 
or in the life of a person when he has to 
sacrifice his hmne eveu to get out of financial 
difficulties. [:\lr .. J. LEAHY: You are jnstifying 
your own side.] I'"" quite certain that I should 
not E<ellland uuder any circumstances if I were 
:Minister for Lauds. [Mr. EOilSYTH : Yun are 
not very certain about it.] I am not uncertain 
about it, and never have been. \Vhen I was 
lUinister for Lands a paper nme before me 
asking for certain lands to be sold, and my 
minute on that \V a•,, "Kn." There F"hould be 
some better 1neans of raising- revPnnP than sacri­
ficing- our estate. [:\Ir .• T. LRAHY : You will all 
have to swallnw it.] I do not object to it to this 
extent, if they gradually lessen the land sales 
until ultimately they clispense with them alto­
gether, but if they are going to carry them on to 
the same extPnt as the late Government did, 
then I cannot support it. [i\Ir .. J. LEAHY: I 
thought you would swallow it.] I am not swal­
lowing it; I am protesting against it being done. 
[:\Ir. J. LEAHY: You are smoothing it away.] 
I am saying Jistinctly that the present policy 
does not suit me; I am saying exactlY what 
I have always Said before. l want now to refer 
to what particularly concerns my district and 
some other districts in Queenslund, and that is 
the way in which the selectors at the present 
time are being harassed in res peer to the payment 
of their arrears of rent. The conditions uf the 
selectors in many parts :Jf the Centml rlistricts, 
and I beiieve in other parts of (~ueensland, is, 
perhaps, as deplorable ever they were in the 
history of t],is State. The~' hav, pct.ssEd through 
the biggest drought on record, which has swept 
away in 1nost cases nine·tenths of their stock, 
and now if the adn1inbtration of the Lands 
Department is to be J!Ul'Sllcd as it has been since 
the drought-at any rate, the h't twelve months 
-it tnean~ thnt the selector~:~ are going to be 
driven from their holdillgs. [Mr. ,J. LJCAHY: A 
good Sf\l.Srnt doef' nlA. c:ompen~nte for Lad govern· 
rnent.] The ;~nod Ht't..tf<HJ it:J nn advantage tn 
them. 'T'here is good gra~"-:;; in rny district, but 
wh«t is the good of luxuriant grass if there is 
nothing to eat it. The men can scarcely live 
to-day, apart altogether from beinf( called on 
to pay rent until they have had time to get stock. 
I have placed this l!ll1tter before th··· Secretary 
for Lands hafore this, and I think there should 

be some rPcognition of their condi" 
[7·30 p.m.] tion, and they ought to get exactly 

the sam considerat-ion that the late 
Government gave them during the time of 
drought. [Opp<•sition member,;: Hear, hear'] 
[Mr. J. LR.~HY: In,;tead of putting the bailiff 
in !] A remark was made hy a member sitting on 
this side of the House last S<-<sion that I cordially 
agree with. He said that if any selection was 
forfeited he would take a back seat, and I say so 
will I if any single selection is forfeited. [The 
SECRE'l'ARY l<'Oll PCBLIC LA~DS: \Vhy are yon 
crying out before they are forfeited ?] I am 
crying out because the department is going- to 
forfeit them. [The SECRETAHY }'OH PcBLTC 
LANDS: I have a list here of the selec-­
tions forfeited, and there is not one of those. 
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in your district forfeited, and !lOt one cf 
them will be forfeited tmless we cannot 
possibly avoid it.] Then I will giYe some 
cases. [The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
I have the whole of the cases here.] I shall 
read two letters. There is one selector in my 
district who lost all the stock he possessed during 
the drought, with the exception of two head, 
which lw managed to save with a great deal of 
effort. Since then he h""s lived almost on the 
charity of his neighbours. He is one of the 
most respected selectors in the district. He is 
an old man who has lived for many years in that 
district, and for some ten yettrs on this selection. 
During the lasL week in ]Yiarch, for fear that he 
wonld have his selection forfeited, he was com­
'}Jelled to sell the tw" head of stock he saved 
from the drought in order to pay hi' rent. [Mr. 
FoRSYTH: Shame!] And now he iR without "" 
single penny that he can call his own. [The 
SECRETARY FOR Pnll.IO LANDS; \Vhat is his 
name?] Isaac Swale". [The TREASCRER: ~Who 
compelled him?] A circular sent by the Lands 
Department, and the refusal of the Secretary for 
Public Lands last year to accept a motion which 
was brought forward in this House to give 
ReJectors some relief. [Opposition members: 
Hear, hear !J I shall read an extract from a 
circular sent out by the Lands Department to 
the land officers throughout Queensland in 
February, 1904-

Under separate coYer is forwarded ::t~list of selections 
in your distrtet show1ng the amount to be paid on 
account thereof, on or before the 31st proximo. 

The rent must not be accepted where selectors are 
being called •pan to F-how cause against forfeiture, 
notwithstanding that it appears in the rent list. 

Instead of the prescribed penalty for late payment, 
interest at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum has been 
inserted in the rent list wlth respect to arrears of rent 
and survey fee. Such interest is to be accepted, pro­
vided the arrears are paid by 31st proximo; but in all 
cases where arrears or the dues for the current year 
are not paid by that date, the prescribed penalty is to 
be charged. The prescribed penalty for late payment 
of rent and survey fees, whether the selections are under 
the Act of 1884 or the Act of 1897, is 5, n. and 10 per 
cent. for thirty, sixty, and ninety days respectively. 

When you have occasion to refu~e any rt.nts tendered, 
report the circumstances to this office, giving your 
reasons for refusing. 

Separate instructions with regard to interest and 
penalty on selections under the .igricultural Lands 
Purchase Acts are being issued to landragents who have 
to deal with those selections. 

[The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS ; \Vhat is the 
date of that?] [Hon . .R. PHILP: This year. Don't 
blame the last Government.] In other words, 
this circular states that, where selectors have 
been called upon to show cause why their selec­
tions should not be forfeited, even the officials of 
the Lands Department are not to be allowed to 
accept the rent offered. [The SECRETARY FOR 
PuBLIC LANDS: Give me an instance where they 
have refused to take it.] I will. Besidesthat, the 
department has sent out a circular stating that if 
they do not pay up the arrears of rent by the 
3lst March, and this year's rent in addition, 
they will be compelled to pay the interest penalty 
of.~ per cent., 7~ per cent., or 10 per cent. [The 
SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS; That is the law, 
but I am going to use my discretion.] I will give 
the Minister a case where a man actually has had 
his selection forfeited-

District Land Office, 
Land Oom_missioner's Oftlce. 

Rockhampton, 5th April. 1904. 
I ha Ye the honour to infot'm you that agricultural 

farm No. 246, Springsure district, will be forfeited, and 
reopened for selection, since ttere are some unsatisfied. 
claims against the selector on thP. part of the Crown. 
The Crown has a. lien on tlle improvements, and yon 
are only entitled to the surplus, if an~r, after the claims 
of the Crown have been satis1ied. You are, therefore, 
herewith crtutioned not to remove any improvements 
rom said holdiug. 

[The SEUHET.\.RY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : \Vhat is 
his name?] His selection is ~ o. 24G. [The 
SECHETARY ~'OH PUBLIC L.\XDS : Are you talking 
of Rooney ?] Ye~. [The SECREV,UY FOil Pt:BLIC 
LANDS: Why, he has sold the place !] He bad 
not sold it at that time. He may have been 
compelled to sell it since. [The SECRETARY rou 
PuBLIC LANDS: I have tbG note here.] I saw a 
selector who, I know of my own knowledge, has 
lived about twelve year" on his selection. He 
has carved a 8election out of a den.:;e forest. 
Owing to misfortune' due to the drought, be has 
been unable to pay his rent since 1902, or it may 
be 1901. He applied for an extenRion of time to 
pay his arn•:<rs, which was granted to him. He 
wrote down again about the end of .March, ask­
ing for fnrther time to pay his arrears, and he 
received a reply that the number of his selection 
was not on the rent list at all. \Vhen I cetme to 
inquire why it was not on the rent list, I found 
that it was taken off for purposes of forfeiture. 
[The SECRETAHY FOR Pt:BLIC LAXDH; \Vhat is 
his name?] I can give the hon. gentleman his 
name. [Mr. JENKIN~OX: It is notfairtogivehis 
name.] The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIC LANDS; \Vhy 
not?] 1t is Henry Ile>, one of the most deserving 
selectors in the district. [The SECRETAHY FOR 
PUBLIC LANDS : \Vhy, Henry Iles asked for for­
feiture so that he might have a chance nf recover­
ing the value of hisimprowrncnts.] Because that 
was absolutely the only thing left to him to do in 
order to secure his improvements. I advised 
selectors not to incur any more obligations with 
regard to renn for fear they could not meet 
them. I shall now quote two cases where, if the 
same kind of administration is carried out, the 
selections will be forfeited. [The SECRETARY 
~'OR Punr.IC LANDS : You have not shown a 
genuine case of forfeiture yet.] I have. Do I 
not know the condition of the selectors in my 
own district? I know their circumstances 
personally. ~When I was at Springsure they 
explained the whole of the circumstances to me. 
I have here two letters which have been sent to 
the Minister, and nothing has been done with 
regard to them. Here is the case of a woman 
who has recently been bereaved of her husband, 
and she has been left in financial difficulties, 
with a number of children to keep. She writes 
to me-

Once more I am going to trouble you to do me a 
kindness. . . . You got my rent extended until the 
31st March, but I am sorry to say I am in a worse state 
now than I was at that time. You know I had a few 
fat cattle for sale. I sold them, and of course I paid 
all I owe except the rent, and if I had vaid that my 
poor little darlings would have had to have gone 
without food. I got a telegram from :'\Ir. Melville, land 
agent of Barcaldine, saying that if I did not pay m~" 
rent at once there will be a penalty. Do, please, do all 
you can for me, as I am in very great trouble just now. 
:'liy struggle will only be for a couple of years. I have 
thirty milking cows, and if I can only stick to the. m 
they will breed 'up in that time. and I will be set up 
again, but if not, and I have to sell them, I will have 
nothing, and my poor little dear ones will have to drift 
away from me. Oh! my friend, just fancy your dear 
little ones left fatherless, and no one but a mother to 
struggle for them, and not know how to do so. You 
know I am not afraid to work. I have a few friends 
tlmt would help me but why should I take their few 
pounds, and not. know if I can repay it back, when I 
knmv they can't bave much after the terrible drought 
they have gone through. No~ it \Youldn't be fair to do 
so, knowing they want it themselves. So, please do all 
you can, :tnd I hope there will come a day when I can 
repay you back for all your kindness. 

Here is the case of another selector, whc:J wrote 
in these terms to the Minister-

In reference to rent re mv selection, 241 Clermont 
district, I am quite unable tO pay any Tent at present. 
I received word from the land agent, Clermont, that I 
will be granted extension of time till the end of }'Iarch, 
provided I paid 4 per cent. interest, but I am quite 
unable to pay either rent or interest. I have been about 
twenty years in the colony. It would be very hard 
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after living here this last four and a-half years, through 
all tl1e dronght, to be turned oft' this place now through 
being uuable to pay my rent. 

f'fhe SECRETA!<¥ FOR PCBLIC LANDS ; \Vho is 
goin,, to turn him off?] The Minister is turning 
them off. \Vhat is the use of holding over their 
heads the fear of forfeiture if they arP not going 
to turn them off? \Vhy not make it clear to them 
that they will not be turned off? [:\fr. FORSYTH: 
And the relentless Government sit stolidly there.] 
I believe that this Government has as much 
sympathy for selectors as any previous Govern­
ment had-

I hare three parts of it fenced in, besides other 
improvements. It is su·ely much better to let me live 
on the land, and givt: me a ehance to pay mv rent 
·when the seasons improve, than turn me off, ·aftei- going 
through all the hardships that mvself, wik, and family 
have had to snffrr. Most of the time we ha .. ve lHtd to 
live on black bread. ..\1\" wife and I httve often carried 
home bottle-tree on our bar,k::c: for over a uule, and then 
.;.;at up tilll and~ o'clock in the morning cutting it up, 
to try and save a fe"\V head of stock. I think it \VOnld 
be more sati~factory if the department were to send 
aronnd some capable person to ~ee the poverty H,mong&t 
some of us. '!'here is so much poverty in the district 
t1utt there is really very little sale for any produce. 

That selector has had to sell his stock in order to 
pay his rent and aYoid forfeiture. How doeo he 
know that the ::\Iinister is not going to forfeit? 
He knows that he has been threatened th,t, if 
he does not pay his arrP:1rs his selection will 
be forfeited, and he knows that if he doeo 
not pay his rent within one, two, or three 
months after 31st March, he will be charged 
:tn interest penalty of 5, 7 !J, or 10 per cent. As 
a matter of fact, one selector came into Emerald 
for the purpose of paying his rent, under fear of 
forfeiture. He told me that, when he paid the 
money, he would not have a single penny left to 
keep his wife and children, and he did not know 
how he was going to avoid starving. [Mr. ,J. 
LEc\HY: Didn't you advise him not to pay?] 
That is exactly what I did. I advised him to 
keep his money, and told him that, if the Crown 
forfeited his selection, I certainly would hnve 
something more to say about it. [The SECRETARY 
FOR PUBLIC LANDS : Did th13 Crown forfeit?) I 
say the Crown is doing it. [The SECRETARY FOR 
PUBLIC LANDS: The Crown is not doing it.] [The 
PREMIER : Did the Crown forfeit in this e11se ?] 
I do not know what they did. [The s~JCRE1'ARY 
FOR PuBLIC LANDS: We never forfeit if we cnn 
possibly avoid it.] I have given a case where 
they have forfeited. [The SECRETARY l<'OR Pt:BLIC 
LANDS : I challenge you to bring up a bond fide 
instance of forfeiture where any other course 
was open. I have the list here of all the 
forfeitnres that have taken place.] \Vhat does 
the ::\Iinister mean in regard to this selector? 
Then what does the ::\Iinister mean hy the 
drcular he issued ? [The SECRE'rARY I<'OR PUBLIC 
LANDS: Never mind the circular. Give me one 
case.] The circular says-" I hnve the honour to 
inform you that the agricultural farm --will be 
forfeited." The Minister says that in the case I 
refer to the farm was sold by order of the trustee, 
but it was riot sold when the lYiinister sent that 
notice. [Mr. J. LEAHY: It frightened him to 
death.] I have given the lYiinister any amount 
of time before I brought this matter forwnrd, 
and so far he has taken no action whatever. 
[Mr. J. LEAHY: Xot a bit of sympathy.] [:\Ir. 
:UuLCAHY: The Government had better make 
the member for Leichhardt assistant Minister for 
Lands.] I have written, as requested. a letter in 
the interests of my constituents. [The SECRE­
TARY I<'OR Pt:BLIO LANDS : You sent me a 
letter of ten sheets, and I sent you a reply. 
I said I was going to make no forfeitures 
iu the district., and you could tell them so.] 
The hon. gentleman said I could tell the selectors 
he would give them every reasonable opportunity 

of paying. [The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC LANDS; 
But that there was no intention of forfeiting.] 
That is r1ot in the telegram. [The SECRETARY 
FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Oh yes, it is.] [Mr. J. 
LEAHY : It is not a matter to be laughed at any 
way.) No, it is not, [The SECRJ<JTARY FOR 
Pt:BLIC LANDS : It is not a matter to make 
capital out of.] It is not a laughing matter for 
the selectors in my district. It is a matter of 
life or death to them. In any rase it is no policy 
to hang over them the fear of forfeiture. How 
do they know that the ::\linister is not going to 
forfeit? [The SECRETARY FOR PcBLIO LANDS : 
He says so.] They do not know what the 
Minister is going to do, but if he is not 
going to forfeit he should announce it publicly 
and amend the Land Act to give them 
breathing-time in which to get over their 
difficulties. All I want is that the selectors 
should be freed from the fear of forfeiture 
at the present time, and I will say this, that the 
Minister will hear something about it the first 
selection that is forfeited. To forfeit :t selection 
in the case of some of these men would be worse 
than an Irish landlord evicting his tenants. 
There is one other matter I am by no means 
satisfied with, and that is the retrenchment that 
is being pursued by the present Government-a 
policy of dismissing men wholesale, and reducing 
their wages. [Mr. 1\l.\X\\TLL : \Vhat about 
these poor selectors who have not the money to 
pay these men?] \Vel!, a democratic Govern­
ment that is so bankrupt in statesmanship as to 
find no other way of improving the finances 
of the State than by dismissing men from the 
service, is in a poor state indeed. I always 
associated a retrenchment policy with the fine 
old crusted toryism of Irvine and Bent, of 
Victoria, and not with such a progressive 
Government as I believe we have now. It is 
a policy I have no sympathy with. I never 
supported it when practiced by the late 
Government, and I do not support it now. 
[Mr. 1\IAXWEr,L : \Vhy do you not cross over?] 
If the hon. member for Burke wants to compare 
my loyalty to the Labour party with his, all I 
can say is that I have shown my loyalty by 
twelve years' work for the cause of Labour. 
[Mr. MAXWELL? You did, and got well paid for 
it.] And I have done a lot of self-sacrificing 
work for it. [Mr. lYIAXWELL: You sacrificed 
yourself to the extent of taking a good billet.] 
[An honourable member: How these Christians 
do love one another.l If ever I got into that 
position it wns through myself-sacrificing labours 
long before I got into power. [Mr. MAXWELL: 
You ask the Labour party down here about that.] 
I have not much approval to bestow upon the 
civil service board of inquiry, but this much can 
be said for it: that it was an endeavour to get an 
impartial report on which to make retrenchments, 
hut at the same time I do not think the resnltJ 
has been very successful, or that the appointment 
of an ephemeral commission of that kind could be 
successful. They certainly did not know much 
about the condition of the State. lThe PRE­
il!IER: \Vhat does the hon. member mean by 
successful?] I mean not satisfactory. I mean 
that they recommended the cutting down of 
wages in some cases, which I do not think is a 
fair thing to do; and in other cases they recom­
mended the dismissal of men wbo, I believe, were 
doing very good work for the departments. 
In one particular case that I know of dismissal 
has meant absolute ruin; an old and faithful 
servant of forty years' standing, who has been 
doing good work, and who has been unfortunate 
in bis investments, has been dismissed with six 
weeks' notice ; and it is absolute ruin to 
himself and family. [The PREmrm: Suppose 
his services were not required.] As far 
as I know his services were required, and 
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he had done extremely good work. Mr. FoR­
sYTH : \V hat do the Government care?] At 
any rate, I do not think that th. board knew 
whetheL· his services \\ere require·! or not. Two 
of them knew nothing ab•mt the condition of the 
State, and they simply scc,mpered through the 
departments. In some departments they did not 
speak to officers for 1nore than two 1ninntes; and 
if I say one thing about one of them it is that he 
was to he seen ver~7 mnch more frequently about 
the Treasury Buildings than at his work. [An 
hononnble member: Xot about the Treasury 
Hotel.] [The PRE:IIIER: Xo men worked harder 
then those three men.] [:\Ir. J. LK\HY: ·what 
is the good of that if they blundered the whole 
time? You could not have made a bigger mess 
of it youraelf.] On the face of it those men 
could not have done satisfactory work. They 
knew they had to cut down somewhere, 
and of course they cut down; but if there 
had been any real desire to regrade birly, 
it should have applied to the outside dis­
tricts as well as to Brisbane, and if they had 
gone there they would ha Ye found that the civil 
servants are miserably Ullderpa,id. I say the 
Queensland ci vi! serv icP is the worst paid service 
in the whole of A1"tralia, althoug·h, no doubt, 
there are some exceptionb, as there are amongst 
eYery body of men. ln reg>trd to thoretrenchment 
recommended by the bo,nd, they do not include 
merely the higher-p,id civil servants. In some 
c tses toey went as low as the type writing girls 
receiving £G2 a year, and in ODP, instrctnce they 
recommended a reduction of £2. [Mr. ,J. LEAHY: 
The Treasurer is a heaven~born financier_] [have 
here a whole li,t of the civil sen-ants receiving 
under £200 who have been reduced, and I nm 
informed on \'ery good authority· that there is in 
the hands of some Minister a list of women, some 
of them widows, who are engaged in cleaning out 
the public offices, and that list is to be considered 
for the purpo6e of dismissal. I think it is shock­
ing for any Ministry supported by a Labour 
party to cut down wagec, and especially the 
wages of women, for the purpose of saving a 
con ple of pounds. [ 0 pposition members : Hear, 
hear!] [The TltE,\SGHER: \Vhere did you get 
your information?] That is the information I 
have got on good authority. [The BEORETAHY 
FOR PcBLIO LMWS : It is the gossip of the 
street.] No, it is not the gossip of the street. 
It is given to me on excellent authority. I 
cannot give the name of my informant becanse 
it might lead to trouble. [The TREASCRER: 
\Vhoever gave you the information, it is utterly 
untrue.] It refers to the Railway Department. 
[The TRJHSUHEH: Tn no department.] I do not 
think the hon. gentleman knows anything· about 
the Railwny Department. [The PmmmH: It is 
not true in regard to the Railway Department.] 
I may tell the J\!Iinister that it came from a person 
who told a friend in whom I have absolute confi­
dence that he had seen the list himself. [:\Ir. 
X OlnJAN: Is it not usual to accept a member's 
denial Y] [Mr. ,T. LEAl!Y: If you do not know 
him it is.] I accevt the denial, but. my infor­
mation cDmes from good authority, and I feel 
myself entirely warranted in making the state­
ment. I am extremely glad to hear it is not true, 
but if the Treasurer wishes to know, I will say 
that during the last six months there have been 
men on the Central line who have been com­
pelled to pull their homes clown and take them 
up to their leng·ths for reasons of public economy. 
[Mr. J. LEAHY : Where is this?] It does not 

matter, but taking it altogether 
[8 p.m.J the retrenchment policy is one of 

which I do not approve. I look 
upon myself as a man who has a ri!(ht to speak 
his mind here, and if I was dissatisfied when on 
the other side of the House, am I now to sink my 
principles and be inconsistent on this side? [:\Ir. 

:\IVLl'AHY: Go over to the other side.] I will 
go over to the other side when I think I am 
justified in doing ~o. [Opposition members 
Hear, hear ~ \V here you know you will be 

The SPEAKER : Order, order~ 

Mr. HARDACRI~: I can tell hon. members 
tbat if the policy of thb Government does not 
satisfy rne, it will not take rne long to go O\'el' to 
the other side. [Opposition members : Hear, 
hear!] The only goorl recommendation this 
connnissinn nutde rnay be surnmed up by quoting 
the two paragraphs in their report. 'rhe first is-

After earnest eon:.--.it1eration, we haYe formE!d tbe 
opinion that the public serYice is not overmannet1 to 
anv ~erious extent and that the standard of remuner­
ation is not excessive 

and, second-
'fhe board urges the Government, in vie·w of tllc 

recommendations being adopted. to cmh;ider tbe pro­
priety of making some provision in the nature of a 
retiring: allowance for some of these ofliccrf.J in C(Jn­
sicteration of their long service. 

I think that in cases like one I mentioned, where· 
an officer had been over forty years in the service 
wa~ retrenched with a fortnight's notice, -.onlc 
retiring allowance should be given. [The TREA· 
SCRER: \Vho will have to pay?] Our La bonr 
platform gives two methods of raising reYenue 
without people paying anything. The first is 
an absentee tax, and the other a tax on land 
values. [An honourable member: Don't the 
owners of land P' y that now?] X o. Many of 
the owners of land are letting it lie idle. [The 
PnE1riER: \Vhere is the applause from the other 
side now?] (Laughter.) That only shows that 
I am not catering to the other side. [Opposition 
members: Hear, hear!] And, further, I think 
the Government might pursue a better policy~a 
bold anrl vigorous policy of land settlement­
try and settle people on the land. [The 
THEASCHER: Anrl not ask any rents of those 
who are in debt.] If I had my way I would 
permit a man to take up land without an~· pay­
ment of rent in order to tide over his initial 
difficuHies awl get some return from his 
land. [The SECRETARY FOR Pt:BLIC LAKTl~ : 
You would haYe to mHke up the revenue from 
some other "Onrce.] They would pay in an 
indirect way. [An honourable member : I 
thought you wanterl'a land tax?] Certainly; but 
a land tax is not a, tax on selectorli; it iR a tax 
on land values. Land is taxed according to its 
value, and where the value of the land is ver:c 
little the selectors do not pay much. A tax on 
land according to its v" lue falls chiefly on those 
in the centres of population, and especially on 
landowners in the met.ropolitan district, who 
very often let their land remain idle; and 
instead of it being a tax on the poor selectors, 
it would le;,sen the price of land and be 
the means of throwing it open for settlement. 
I say there are better methods of rectify­
inf! the finances of the State~by a vigorous 
policy of land settlement, by assistance to 
farmers in the way of seed wheat, means for 
restocking, and by giving them rations, and so 
forth-which would avoid this drastic system of 
retrenchment that we are going in for now. I 
would not mind if this was to be the end of it ; 
but I am afraid that it is not going to be the end 
of it. I say it is a policy of cruel and unnecessary 
retrenchment in many cases. I can understand 
economy in times of depression, and also in times 
of prosperity, but to have this kind of economy 
for the pure purpose of rectifying the finances 
of the State appears to me to be a wrong policy­
a policy which will increase the unemployed and 
generally be of disadvantage to the State. 
These are my honest opinions, and I can 
assure the Premier and hon. members of this 



Address in Reply. [31 ::UAY.j Aclrlrcns in Repl_lj. 165 

Hou,;e that it has cansed me manv hours of 
mental worrv before I came to the decision 
that I wouid express these views in this 
Chamber. In conclusion, I may say that I ha ,.e 
expressed my opinion-n1y honeRt opinion~with 
regard to snrne rnatters of achninistration that I 
am dissatiofied with-for instance, with regard to 
the retrenchment policy and the way the selec­
tors have been treated ; but I again say that the 
general programme of legislation as foreshadowed 
i~ one of the nwst progresRive 1 have ever Been, and 
if that policy is earned out by the Government 

· thev will have my hearty support. [Honourable 
members: Hear, hear!] 

:.\lr. SUI.VDI.ERVILLE (8tanle11): I have a 
fe··. o?servations to make regarding the policy of 
the lTovernment, as disclosed in the Speech of 
H1s Excellency, and perhaps no better time 
can be taken by me than to follow the hon. 
member for Leichhardt, who haH spoken from 
this side, and, like him, I will launch a few 
criticisms at the Government. This is the 
time for criticism, and I think, after listening 
to the speech of the member for Leichh!trdt 
and other speeches, that the junior member 
for :.\1aryboroug-h should withdraw a certain 
statewent he made. I believe he stated that 
members on this side were tied up, or had 
nnt the temerity to expres.s their honest con­
victions on the policy of the Government. 
·well, at least the hon. member for Loichhardt 
has expressed his honest convictions, and there 
is no earthly reason why he should not have 
expressed his com·ictions so solemnly. [1Ir. 
XomrAX: He had very scanty evidence.] \Veil, 
if he had, I will try and snpply that defi­
ciency on a few little point,. Of course, on 
land matters I bow to the hon. m ern ber for 
Leichhardt, as he has m"de a study of that 
question, and he represents a constituency where 
a large amount of land is held on lease and other­
wise, '0 he should be"" fait with that question, 
and I take it that I can safely lt-:we it in his 
hands. [An honourable member: Do you favour a 
lane! tax?] Xo, I do not, becanse I do not think it 
is possible, and if it were possible I rlo n0t think 
it would be judicious. An observ>ttion has been 
made that we on this side were sitting on a barrel 
of gunpowder, and if hrm. gentlemen on the other 
side would supply the nmtch the business. would 
be clone. (Laughter.) Th>tt appears to be the 
situation, but I do not think that the Govern­
.::cent i,<:; in any greater clanger becaus~ hon. 
members express their hone.st opinions. I think 
thet·e is less danger in that than to have 
" hidden smouldering fire. It is a safetv­
va]vp, rrnd I am glad that certain members of 
the J_jabour partv have expre.::;secl their honest 
conYictions. I for some time past have been 
irlentifiecl with their policy; I have supported :t 
in more ways than one, and I am only sorry that 
m some respects tins policy, which is really the 
policy of a Labour GoYerrnnent, i.~ not quite 
consistent with what they have preached- for 
year;:-:, and so far as it iR not consistent to that 
extent will I attack it.. Probably I would have 
passed over the appointment of a new judge had 
1'G not been referred to bv the hon. lll8lll· 
her for Toowong. I certainly deprecate the 
action of the Go,·ernment in "rrogating to 
themselves a power which they may or 
may not use without the sanction of the 
people. [Oppositwn members : Hear, hear!] 
I say that the appointment of mch a hia-h 
offici,;] as a judge should not he in the power "of 
the Government to dangle before either friends 
or opponents. It is a degradation of the position 
itself, and it is a power that no previous Go­
vernment has ever arrogated to thernselves. 
I cannot conceive of a man like Sir Samuel 
(~riffith, when he lerl the Government in this 
House asking for such a power, knowing as he 

must the traditions which surround the Supreme 
Court bench. I ha,·e had occasion to mention 
this before, and I believe that these positions 
should be held as sacred as possible. I dn 
not say this in any disrespectful way to the 
Attorne~·-General ; but I have read in the 
papers-and it is almost sickenrng to read it, 
week by week and month after month-as it 
represents that hon. gentleman in the contem­
plation mood struggling with the question 
as to whether there should be another judge 
appointe.d. I say either there should be another 
judge appointed or there should not, and let 
the matter he decided at once; but this matter 
cannot be decided on the coHg-estion or not of 
work in the Supreme Court for the time being. 
[Mr. NORMAN: They have plenty of time to do 
the work.] I am prepared to believe that. Let 
us know definitely what the number of judges is 
to be. Now, the Government have been singu­
larly unfortunate in their appointments-in their 
appointments to the l'tJper Chamber and in the 
appointment of this unknown-or, rather, too 
well-known-man Jones, and unfortunate in the 
appointment of thL commission of inquiry into 
the civil service. [Mr. NoiDBN: And, perhaps, in 
their appointment of an Attorney-General.] 
If some hon. 1nen1bers were as strong in debate 
as they are in nasty insinnatione, we would have 
a splendid sample of representatives here. 
(Hear, hear!) It appe>trs to me that 
some hon. members alwavs carry pistols with 
them, with which they "wish to shoot their 
next-door neighbour if need be. (Laug-hter.) 
They alwayq remember 'omething that has 
pa·-,sed ; the antecedents of their best triends 
they best remember. '"\Vhat earthly reason is 
there for the hon. member to make an uhserva­
tion like that? \\'hett has the appointment of 
members to the Council Chamber got to do with 
lhe appointment of the Attorney-General? I 
siCpDose they were appointed by the Premier, 
arHl I am not prepared to say that each appoint­
ment to the upper Chamber is uot an excellent 
one. \Vhen l sav that the Government have 
been singnlarly "unfortunate w1th regard to 
the appointmonts to the upper House, I am 
not ~aYino- anything flh'RinRt the appointees. 
'rhe Labo~r rmrty, and I in common with the 
Labour party, ha,·e discnsf.ecl this question for 
years past. I believe it has bePn constantly 
asserted by this party for fifteen years that the 

, only qualific;tion for a seat in that House wa' 
'
1 special dnlne~-~, tempered "'·ith a kind of conser­

vatism and now tbey ha VP made a record of the 
appointments to the House which 0\"er and over 
ago.in ban been declared on the public phtform 
to be both uselec,s and dangerons. (Hear, hear!) 
If it was very rlangerou.' to democracy to have 
a House that you admit is a House of privileges. 
then it is dangerous to have appnintPcl your hest 
democrats to a seat there. I do not say 1t 1s 
hig-hly useless and dangerous, I only say that this 
is the policy that ought tu have thR snpport of the 
Labour party, who for years preache l it. On 
this unfortunate appointment of i\Ir .. Tones I 
have very little to say. I was told to-day 
by a leading bnsiness man in Brisbane thnt 
i\Ir. J ones is realiy, after all, a linen-draper. 
[An honourable member: That is no reflection.] 
I did not say it was a reflection. I was trying 
to make: a point of my own, bnt :v:ou spoilt it by 
snpposing that this is a refle~twn.- I_n fact, 
it seen1s to n1e a stron~ po1nt 1n h1s case. 
He is the second most remarkable draper I 
ever heard of-the other one was ,John Gilpin. 
[:\Ir. McMASTEI\: I was told he was a tailor.] 
It makes no difference what he is-I simply 
mentioned the fact; and the only observation I 
wish to make on the gentleman is this: .Either 
he is well known tn the Government or he 
isn't known to the Government. If he was 
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known to the Government, his character must 
have been known; and it appears that his 
character, which has been thrown across the 
floor of the House, is not a good one. [Mr. 
FORSYTH: He is well known now to the Govern­
ment.] \Veil, I believe it was the best that 
could be said in favour of the Government 
-that they did not know him better, but I 
cannot believe that so shrewd a business man as 
the Hon. Minister for Agriculture would make 
such an appointment without knowing the 
appointee better. It may be that the man was 
recommended to him by other Ministers, and that 
he took their recommendation ; but I do not think 
he would have made it in his own business, and 
I certainly think he would have been more careful 
in making an appointment when he was making 
it to a place of t.rust and a representative of this 
State in a foeeign land. It is an unfortunate affair, 
and certainly unfoetunate for the Government. 
\Vith regard to the commisoion of inquiry, I feel 
c1uite as strongly as the hon. member for Leich­
hardt. I do not believe that any three men in 
Queensland, or outside of it, were capable of 
doing what those three men undertook. [Opposi­
tion members: Hear, hear G \Vhatdidtheyunder­
take to do? To walk casually through several 
hundred employees, and say to one gentleman, 
you are getting .£50 a year ton much, and to 
another, you are getting £30 too little, and in 
a casual way to discriminate on the merits of 
each one, all of whom were absolute strangers 
to them. I say it is au utter impossibility for 
any three men to have accomplished the task set 
them. Now I draw a distinction, and I think 
this is where the Government have blundered, if 
they will excuse me for saying so. If you want 
to establish a system, you may do it with outside 
men of ability; if you want to reform a system 
already established, it can only be done from 
inside. That, I think, is patent. I can under­
stand the Rsher Committee at home establishing 
a new system for the army and navy ; but I 
could not understand the Esher Committee 
going through the different departments and 
reducing the salary of any junior and 
senior clerk. Some of the alterations that 
have been made in salaries have been found 
by the heads of the departments to be incor­
rect. Some appointments they have made are 
absolutely impossible, and I will refer to them a 
little later on. Some of the obsPrvations which 
they made when they were going through the 
departments were absolutely absurd, and I have 
them from men to whom the observations were 
made. Some of the largest departmente they 
took fifteen minutes to go through, and yet they 
came away and drew· up a report which, in some 
instances, threw men who bad given valuable 
services to the country for twenty year,; absolutely 
out of employment. Let us remembPr one man 
who has given good service, who ha8 risen from 
the day he entered it, without a stop almost. 
He has an unblemished record. He is looked 
upon as an able servant, and only in J <>nu­
ary last was raised by this Government to 
the top of the tree because of his services. 
He has now been declared to be worthless to the 
civil service-in fact, his ·office is not required. 
But what have the Government done? They 
have declared his office vacant, and they have 
appointed a man who, whatever his qualifica­
tions may be, can only have about one qualifica­
tion if he wishes to excel in that particular 
office, and they have made him Registrar­
General and Registrar of Titles, and Regis­
trar of Joint Stock Companies. I ask anyone 
who has had any practice in the Real Property 
Office what does the average man know about 
the hundreds of questions which will arise in the 
Real Property Office touching titles? It will take 
a man years to become competent in that office, 

or even to fill a secondary office there. [The 
ATTORNEY-GENERAL: To whom are you refer­
ring?] Mr. Mitchell. I am reading from the 
report of the commission of inquiry. [The 
ATTORNEY-GEKERAL: He is the Deputy Regis­
trar.] That would not entitle hi no to fill the· 
office which has been vacated by Mr. Bourne. 
Years of experience have rendered Mr. Bourne a 
most efficient officer. [The ATTOI\NEY-GE!iERAL: 
Mr. Mitchell held different offices.] I will show 
the different offces he has got to fill, and I say it 
is absolutely impossible for him to till all those 
offices. Unless he has been Registrar of Titles 
for a considerable time he must be deficient in 
the qualifications required for that position, 
[The ATTORNEY·GENERAL: He has been !j 
\Veil, for a considerable time he cannot take the 
place of the man who has departed from that 
office. It must be remembered that when :\fr. 
Bonrne leaves he will re0eive a salary within £2 
a week of what he is now getting. The Govern­
ment are losing the services of this '!1an, who 
has saved the country thousands of pounds by 
reason of his being able to give a decision nn 
the spur of the moment, because he is an 
efficient officer. This man has been found to 
be one of the most efficient officers in the whcle 
service, and for the sake of £2 a week his 
services have been lost to the State. If .:\lr. 
:\Iitchell is going to fill all these offices he is a 
most extraordinary man. As Registrar of 
.Taint Stock Companies he will often have 
to give decisions regarding the status of 
foreign companies in this State, and is he 
capable of doing all these things? If he is 
capable, how is it that he has been buried so 
long? How is it that he has not been heard of 
before? [The AT'!'ORXEY-GEXEHAL: He has 
been heard of, and he has bePn recognised now.] 
He must have been recognised by the Govern­
ment, because the Government have aceecled to 
the recommendations of this commission of in­
quiry. (The ATTORNEY-GEXERAL: iYfr. ~Iitchell 
needs no words of mine tl• recommend him ; his 
merit is conspicuous.] I am not asking for any 
such words; I am prepared to believe it. [The 
PrtEiiiiER: It is only a question of competency.] 
It is a question of competency on the part of 
any ordinary man to fill all those offices-not the 
competency of this particular man only, but the 
competency of almost any man, except a man of 
long standing and experience, to fill these three 
offices. [The ATTORNEY-GENER\L: He does all 
that work in Rockhampton now.] As a matter 
of fact I do not suppose that any questions such 
as will come before him here to he settled would 
come before him ftt Rockhampton, without refer­
ence to Brisbane. The chances are that very few 
intricate questions would cume before him there. I 
have little more to say on this particular matter, 
but I think it is a part of the policy of the 
Government on which every hon. member on this 
side ought to have something to say. I do not 
believe, as the hon. member for Leichhardt sa1d, 
in this class of retrenchment. I do not believe 
the Government can save the country by tinker­
ing with the salaries of men who are not now 
getting too much. I believe the board of inquiry 
has found that the service is not overmanned and 
that it is not overpaid, but that it was necessary 
to make some alterations. The men whose 
salaries ha'e been raised say that it is one of the 
best things that has taken place, while those who 
have been reduced say the reverse. I heard an 
observation made the other night by way of 
interjection to the effect that the civil servants 
were satisfied. vVe know that the civil servants 
are not satisfied. How could civil servants be 
satisfied? If any person was appointed to an 
office in a firm of reasonable standing, and he 
worked well for that firm, and received promo­
tion from time to time, he would not expect. 
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after he had served twenty years, to be dismissed 
at a month's notice without any reason. I can 
give you an instance of a firm in Queensland, 
and I guppose it is only one of many, who 
during the drought were losing hundreds of 
pounds, but they refused to sack even a junior 
clerk. They had served them well in the past; 
they knew things would right themselves in 
time, and there was no panic legislation or 
administration in that firm. How much rather 
should that be in the case of a State like 
Ctueemland, when at every after-dinner speech 
every hon. member will tell you that the future 
of the country is secnre. [The TREASURER : 
Is it right to retrench or not?] It might be 
right if you have any means of discovering the 
position, but it is not right to walk indis­
criminately in a crowd and say you are getting 
too much or you are getting too little, when you 
know perfectly well there is no standard by 
which you can judge the merits of the men. 
That is what I ·find fault with, because 
justice is utterly impossible, except by the 
merest accident, and I do not think accident has 
contributed much justice in this particular case. 
Pir. J. LEAHY: ·what about Dr. ::\Iaxwell ?] I 
do not intend to say much about Dr. :\Iaxwell. 
I do not know his qualifications. I believe in the 
capacity in which he was first employed he was 
an expert; but there you are again; you suppose 
that because a m~n has administered one office 
he is capable of administering every other office. 
It is simply the case of Mr. Mitchell over again. 
Because Dr. Maxwell is crtpable of doing the 
work allotted to him by the late Government, 
you cannot say that he is therefore capable of 
fulfilling all the offices to which he might be 
appointed. He might be. It is only the in­
terjection which brought his name forward. 
I am not prepared to condemn the action 
of the Government in this respect. They may 
have made an excellent appointment. I was 
glad to hear from an hon. member repre­
senting a '\Vestern constituency something 
touching the rabbit question. \Ve are not 

troubled with rabbits in my con­
[t-:'30 p.m.] stituency, but we have sufficient 

interest in the welfare of the State 
to at least tnke this matter into consideration. 
I have heard so much in a casual way concerning 
the rabhits that I am satisfied of two things 
mentioned by the hon. member referred to. The 
first is that you cannot fence the rabbits out. 
The second is that they are going to be a 
national question. It is a matter of killing 
them where you have got them. '\Vhether the 
money expended in rabbit fences has been 
thrown away or not l am not prepared to say ; 
but if they can ,be fenced in in groups that should 
be done, and they should be killed in the way 
in which the hon. member for B>tlonne mentioned, 
and the sooner the Government take the matter in 
hand the easier it will be for them to accomplish a 
task which seems to be getting greater every day. 
[The .f'REJ\IIRR: Governments have been working 
at the matter for eighteen years.] In a pre­
carious wav. [The PRR11IRR: ::'\ o; they have 
spent .£1,250,000 upon it.] And all that money 
will be thrown away unless the work is gone on 
with now. There is one great matter that is not 
referred to in the Speech, but which every hon. 
member and every constituency is interested ill­
that is the cotton quntion. I am oorry that not 
even a casual reference is macle to it in the 
Speech. Experts have told us th ,,t the zone in 
which this great product is ;:rown is from 
thirty-five to forty degrees on either side of the 
equator. As the whole of this continent lies 
within those latitudes, we are absolutely within 
the zone in which C;1tton can be grown. ]'or 
the past fifteen or twenty years we have had 
experts coming here, and they have asserted that 

we have acreage sufficient to grow all the 
raw material of this product that is required 
by the British Empire. The amount of raw 
material that is required is £27,000,000 worth a 
year, and I believe at this moment that the 
cotton manufacturers of England are holding out 
their arms to Australia, imploring us to consider 
this matter, and it is not considered even worth 
our consideration. If Australia has decided not 
to clo anything under 6s. a day, it has decided 
not to touch this product, and it has decided 
not to touch a great portion• of the world's 
products unfortunately; and, if we have decide,d 
not to touch the great portion of the world s 
work, where is the future uf th0 State, in com­
petition with Canada, with the United States, 
with the Arg-entin~, and with many other parts 
of the world? '\Vhere are we if we ha V( 

clecided that we will do absolutely nothing under 
6s. a day? '\Vhy should even Labour men allow 
the labour question to stop the production of 
such a splendid product as this? fhis country 
cannot afford to throw away the opportunity of 
supplying £27,000,000 worth of raw material. 
The melancholy resu!G will be that instead of os. 
a day the working man will soon be looking for 
employment at 3~. a day. [Mr. KEXXA: Do yc;u 
believe in black labour?] I do not. I have sard 
as much agaim't black lalymr as almost any man 
here; but I say that this great question ought to 
exercise the mind of everv hon. member. It is 
a question which, if we cast it aside, then all 
th~se grand "peeches as to the future of 
Australia go for nothing. Unless we are so 
absolutely secure that Providence himself 
cannot alter our destiny we cannot afford to­
throw away such a product as this, and it is 
only one of m><ny. [The HmrE SECRE~'AHY : 
What do you think is a fair wage?] It depends 
on the work on which people are emf.iloyecl. 
But I am not going into the question of what I 
consider a fair wage. It cannot be explained in 
a word or in a sentence, and one would have to go 
into a dissertation to propel'ly answer that ques­
tion. I quite agree with the hon. member forLeich­
hardt, again. on the que;tion of the redistribution 
of seats. \Vhen I heard the Governor read that 
pas"age from the Speech, I certainly reiterated a-, 
remark made by a Labour man that it wa"' 
weakness on the part of the Government to 
shirk that duty. In the first place, we all know 
that this State is in favour of a reduction of 
members and a redi.~tribntion of seats. [Opposi­
tion members: Hear, hear!] [The ATTOl\NEY­
GENERAL: \Ve do not know anything of the 
s•n·l.] It is wonderful how memhers of the 
Govern1nent can answer in one word, "You are. 
wrong." I believe I hflve stnod on more plat 
forms in QtJeensland than the hon. gentleman. 
I have stood on platform' for more years than 
he has. I have had a better opportunity 
of finding out the feeling of the people 
on the matter, fpr I have had a policy 
of my own for a number of year.s. (Laughter.) 
~'l.n·l that was in Cllmmon with the Labour 
party. I think that ]•arty will acknowledge 
my labours on their behalf in various parts of 
Southern Queensland at all events, and it is 
only their inconsistency that I am condemning 
to-night-I am not condemning their )~olicy. 
But, of course, the Labunr party cannot stand 
«ven their inconsistencies being condemned. On 
the question of the redistribution of seats and 
the referendum, 1 say that we know as well as we 
ever c~n know that the people of the State want a 
reduction of members. The question of how 
many can be better decided by hon. members of 
this House than by the people outside. The 
people outside cannot decide the question intelli­
gently, and for this reason: Take each individual 
person outside the House, and he is as capable of 
deciding the question as we are, if he will study it 
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sufficier'tly. He will have to studv the size of the 
State, the number of electors, "the n, mber of 
members, the particular industries in which those 
\J<;ople are engaged for the time being. There 
w1H have to be such a comparison that it will 
take him at lea't a few months before he could 
.2;0 to the poll, and say, "X ot onlv do I belie Ye 
in a reduction of rne1nbers, but :l'n a reduction 
by lllany, and I know I am couect." I have 
~_() hesi~ation in Raying that, if you n1ake an 
alternatJVe number, and submit it to the people 
they will vot, for the greatest reduction. Ther~ 
are thnusauds of people who would vote for the 
abolition of Parliament without a s~cond thought. 
They have had that much goFTmnent, :<nd that 
much parliament, :<nd that much federation, 
that they are so absolutely tired of it that they 
are prepared to believe it cculd be done without. 
There are scores of people who belie•e we could 
do with one·third of the members. 'l'here are 
some who believe that about one-half would be 
snfficient. Some there are who do not believe 
in a reduction at all ; hut the reason they do 
not believe in any reduction iR, because their 
own members have explained it to them on 
the platform. If the matter is referred to 
the people, there will have J,o be a campaign 
in which every member will go to his own 
constituency and to as manv other constituencies 
as possible and try to influence votes. Is that a 
referendum ? It certainly is not, and it will 
resolve itself into an indiscriminate fight, all the 
members in the House seeking to sway the 
greatest number of people to votf' their way. 
We know that thte people want a reduction of 
members, and a reduction of a few rnernbers 
would be a good thing in my opinion, and I am 
prepared to give my vote for that reduction. I 
am prepared to face the question, and so are 
many members on both sides. [Hon. member': 
Hear, hear !] \Ye have already talked of the 
subject long enough. If we ,:efer it to the 
people we will either rush it on them, or we will 
have to postpone the question for another four 
ycarR; if we desire to get a reasonable \7 ote 
one way or the other, it will mean a post· 
pouement. Suppose, for the sake of argu· 
ment, that Xorth Brisban·' i>" represented by 
one member. The few thousand people who are 
represented by that one member know that they 
can see theirmemheranyday they like; they know 
that he can speak So them at any tirne in one or 
two halls in the town. Thoce pe<ople, judging 
the whole of the State by themselves, will ewne 
to the ~onclusion that repre,entation is e~>'y, and 
they w11l say that one.fonrth of the member>; can 
represent the country, kno\ving that thPir 
member c-cn represent the whole of Xurth 
Brisbane and Toowong, and '" on. and they 
are judging by the facilities they have for reach­
ing their member and hearing- him speak. Do 
they know that in the Grec;ory, in the Carpen. 
ta.ria, and in other electoratPs, the peoph~ cannot 
see their In ember one£" in tllree years? rrlley will 
vote" in the bnlk," while 'n the Greg·ory the few 
hundreds of people who th·ink that territory has 
a claim as well as population will not be heard in 
thee "matter. ·'':ill th~t bee a ,f::~ir uositinn; :B'or 
thu,. rea~on g 1:::1 un\vl'.::e to taKe a referennun1 at 
the present time without the people being educated, 
so to speo,k, so that their clecision will not he a 
waste of tin1e, and they n1ay not have to rPgret 
it as n1uch as their decision on federation. 
\Ve talked federation to the people, I tnke 
credit for having spoken evervwhere I could 
agai11st it, but in the fsce of ~the waving· of 
Aags and the cheering, and the talk of the 
British Empire, and the future of the State, we 
went clown. \Ve have got federation now, and 
what is it worth? LAn hon. member: Xnthing,] 
One observation made bv the P1·emier hefore we 
went into rece.ss has been~ troubling 1ne eYer since. 

·when a'ked what the policy of the Government 
waR he Raid, ''To save a qhilling where we can." 
I think that was an unfortunate observation, 
and I would rather that lF' harl not made it. To 
save a shilling where you can is a h,•d policy. 
No Government ever will succeed by such a 
policy; in fact no man ever succeeded by such 
a policy. A miser may, in the course of a 
lifetime, save £10,000, but many a Lusiness 
man has made £40,000,000 in the >;.trne time. 
Business is better than s::tving, and Paving nln!:lt 
come out of the pockets of the people who very 
often are the least able to pay. I take it that the 
saving in this respect is \\'orse even than the poll 
tax. lt means in many cases people ahsolntely 
thrown out of employment-people who have 
been employed for so many years in that parti. 
cular class of work that they are not fit to go 
out and look for employment at anything else, 
and there is nothing else of the kind to be found 
in the State. If a man serves the State for twenty 
years--[The PREMIER : He is to serve the 
State for all his life ?] As long as he is 
capable of filling that office, and the fact that 
he has been in it for twenty years io sutlicieut 
proof that the otlice is necessary. [The 
PRJDliE!\: It is no such thing!] [Mr. GRANT: 
Supposing the State has not g-ot the money to 
pay him?] We come b1ck to the o~d policy. If 
the future of the State is secure, what is the use 
of talking about not having the money to pay? 
[l\Ir. GRANT: \Ve have a deficit every year. 
Do you want that to continue?] Are you going 
to materially alter the deficit by sacking a few 
scCJre of men? Just imagine trying to rid the 
country of a deficit of hundreds of thousands 
of pounds by sacking men who draw, at 
the most, only a few thousands. The heart· 
burnings, the misery caused by these dis· 
missals is not compensated hy the amount 
of money you have been able to s'.''·e. 
There are o'her parts of the Speech which m1ght 
he referred to, though I have no great desire to 
speak upon them. As the policy of the Go. 
vernment is not always the expressed portion of 
it, I take it that a great deal of the policy of the 
present Government i< understood. I find in 
this Speech many thine:' which I havR noticed in 
other Speeches. I find in it Bills that might he 
introducnd with advantage, and .Bills that are 
going to be gpoilt by being introduced. There 
is no Bill that is more necessary to all busi· 
ness men in the State than a Bills of Sale Bill. 
One clause in a Bills of Sale Bill V'ould have 
aholished distress for rent, and that is most 
necessary. [The PRE~IIE!\ ,· It is not proposed 
to ,bolish distr,ss for rent.] I t'wught it was, 
but I see it 1s not. The relief which the pro­
posed Bill will give will not be one case in twenty 
years. It is not a Bill to abolish distrP s for rent. 
There arel lll<Lny 111inor })ills which lll3,Y be 
useful, but it i'' not oy passing a number of 
1ninor Bills in a time of distress ~uch as the pre­
sent, 'rhen the State wants righting, that we 
will get out of our difficulties. I wonld have 
thought that the Government would have come 
down with a bold fin .• ncial polic:"-something 
which would really ha,ve helped the State, [An 
honourable rnmnher: Give u~ a suggestion.] It 
is the ea,iest matter in the world to ask an hon. 
member, who stands up on the spur of the 
n1nment to criticise the Speech, to make a l·mg­
gestion for improving the policY of the Govern· 
ment, which they are suppospd to have been 
twelve months in framing. I did not mtend to 
"ay as much as I have said, but I have taken 
advant.age of what every young- member should 
take o,dvant,geof-·the Address in Reply-to say a 
few words on the policy of the Government. I 
claim, like the junior member for :!Yiarybnrough, 
that when I do speak I speak my honest convic­
tions and fearlessly state my views, and I am 
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independent enough to say that I Rh a!! support 
that P·>licy which will he of the moRt ben.;fit to my 
cnn;·;tii 11ent~ and the St"tte. [1--Ionourable merr1M 
be": Heur, h< ar !] 

1\Ir. CA~,IEROX (Btisl,ane 1Ym·th): During 
the emn··e of this delmte, very feeling reference:;; 
haw b· en made to the death of the late Hon. 
\\', H. 13rowne hy the Pcemier and leadtr uf the 
Oppo~itimL lean add nuthmg further to wha.t 
has bP.eu :-;ald, beyond expn ":';in": my ~incere 
regret at the death of the h•m. ~entleman. 
Although not agreeins \),;ith hi-; politic-", I always 
had the grc3.te-..;t re~~ ect for tlH' L.te hon. gentle­
Inan ~hi a n1nn. Referf-'nee ha~ been nmde in the 
Governor·s Spefch to the jJrusperOP ~state of the 
ag;ricultnral indnstry. and to its rapid deYelop­
ment. I earne,tly wish that that deve!o1 ment 
1ua.y cnntinue, Uecau:-<.e I hold that uo country 
L ',n becnn1e great unl•· ... ~ i:, has good :-ound n.gri~ 
cultural development. The pa>toral industry 
or the mining industry alone will nut keep 
the ccJUntry in a Rtate of prosperity. If you 
have the hest. pastoral country, it is only 
erp1al to carrying ~t defini~e nu1nl)er of stud;;:; ytlu 
cannot make it ccury n.ore than it is intended 
f~Jr. I~ver.v·one, therefcJre, must wi-:;h that the 
agricultural industry lllay go a head and rJrosper. 
\Vith reg:trd to tbe dairying industry, that also 
I believe i-; recel ving every encouragernent from 
the Government. lt i.s an industry ,,·ortby of all 
the help that can be given t0 it. I do not see 
why the butter exportation should not assume as 
large proporti(ms in thiR country a'3 it has assun1ed 
in other ::3tates, nr why the butter ,,.e export 
should not be equal to any butter manufactured 
or exported frow other countries of the world. 
A great rleal of the butter we hear spoken of as 
Danish butter· has reallv ne\'er come from Den­
mark at all. J\[ucb o( it i» manuf~ctured and 
exp1)rte(l from Siberia, and ther('. is no rea~on 
in the world why we cannot make and e':,port as 
good IJutter as is made in Siberia. \Vith regard 
to the Rngar induf..try, it is also pleasing to note 
that it". prn, pect,~ are good, althon ~hat nne tin1e 
it '·eemed th 't there wa>; a likelilwocl of the crop 
in the Southern p(;rtion of the State being a 
prLrtia.l failure. I tru-;t, however, that the recent 
bountifnl raiu~ have renwve{l tbrtt danger, and 
that the crop in the Sontb will he"' good as it is 
likely t•' he in the North. As to the central 
sur_var-mills and the steps taken \Vith regard to 
the appointment of Tlr . .C.Iaxwell, I will not say 
anything on that tna/ter, ht-u.tw~e it is a qne.-.:,tion 
I am not too well qualified to .sr)e ,k U/JOll, I there~ 
fore h. tve it to lll)T hon. cul1Pague 1 ~Ir. For-reRt, 
and others who follow me. ::\ow I come to the 
pastoral int.n..:;~ry, and tha' i:-; a 1natter I do vro­
fes:, to know a little about. I mu··.t s.ay I \Vas 
rather diBappointed to ~Pe ~.:uch it Yery pa~sing re­
ference to the indnstry in the GoY8rnor'~. Speech. 
\Ve are told that the (~oVPrrnnent intf..lnd to intro­
duce an amending Land Bill. I ha\'P here a letter 
fron1 the Premier in resnonse to acmn~nunlcatlon 
from a. nu1nher of paL~1torali~ts, and, for the 
infnruu'-tion of hon. nJen;bers, I will r8,1d both 
the pa~tnralbts' L·rnnuuu1ieatio.n and the reply. 

it seen to rne, judging frorn r.he reply, that 
the Gov,.)rnm:..·nt really rnean all they ~ay in 

their letter they ulight as WPlllea \'8 an a1nending 
I~::.nd Bill out of the fLUt-~tion. Tbi.:-; is a letter 
addreRsed by n 11nml1er of pa~tur~1list·: to the 
Preillier of t,!ueensland-

Courier Bu.ili1ings, (Jueen street, 
Bl·isbat.e, :Jist Jlarch, 190-L 

Sir,-11-e, the un!1cr:-<i_gued. being the ownc ·s, rt·gis­
T reille.--~ceq. aud others interested in J ·tsiorullloldi1lg:-< 
iu \Jnecm;l~uJ. df ire to ln·in;; UlYlel' ycnr notj1~e 
certSJin aHtEedment:;:; whieh "\Ye eonsldcr are ah~olntely 
nl'•ces:->al'y to the I.~and Acts of 1897 ancl amcnrling A et 
of UlO~ hdore 'iYO can with ~~ontiderwe avail onr~eln~::; 
of the proYi~ions rontainecl iu tho:->e .lct\oi. TllL a,wend-
11lents wbich we (lesi.re nre -

1.-st. Tltat a lll'Ovi.-,ion be inser-:.eil in the Acts above 
referred to by which the maximum rental for 
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t lw fir.-:t twrind of tl1e Y'{ w le:t-.(' prnr:O-"Crl to be 
~iYCD nndcr tl:f' ~\nJend.i'l,'.!" .-\et ')t H)P~ :-:;llall b{• 
iixed l.Jcfore clt·ct :o1J. 

~nd. 'l'llat 1lw lYH"\:lllJUlll lJercenta;;P nf lll('I"Pn:-:e H~ 
each ~w·r~eecliJJg re<Jppl"abPIJlPUL lJe definul1 111 
a llt<tnlll'l' ."-'llnihr U1 tlHc: ]HO\"h,r!H t~ontail1ed 111 
~ectiuu 8 of tltt L:·w1 ) .. et ot 1':.'"' i. 

In support of tlJis Wt.: dcsi.r; to point out 
that it j~ t 'ntnnT to till' neuguise;cl prineiples of 
the r(']atlml::. l}e, \Teen a laud lord. a1Hl llb tenants that 
the tenant shoul1l lw cntil ly 'H tlie darl. a:-: to what 
l1is rental i~ to bp t1nrinS!: tltP cutTene~· of ltls lca-;;e; 
und. thP elh ·t of .,u('}J a JF ... itiOJl nf tmcrrtaillty is to 
Jnwcr tlte ntll\t' of tlle :-:eenriry \YlJJl'h h ~•~ec:-; ln-tvc to 
offer in onler to (JlJt:tin tlle w::>ce.-,sary t'<qJltal wi.Ierc\vith 
to c<t.ITY on the ind Lbtr.'. 

0rd. Th;t'" the fH"P<b to h.~ re~mned during the 
runeucy of ille ext mded lease ofl"ercd under 
the prr)Yision~ nf tlw amenrting Ac-t. of 1902 
si10nhl be de lined before electiOn. 

Our rea~on for asking for this amendment is tbat it 
woultl be of waterial benetit to the :-.tate as laud!ord. 
ancl the le~~t-' as 1t ~wnt, ina~much as it \Youltl en­
eonracrt the httter to Jl'Oceed 'iYitll improYements of a 
more ~permanent dmrncter than \Ycnld be pos..:ible 
where there i~ a doubt HR to what portion of the- hold­
ing is likely to be taken away ~tt each ~~eriod of 
resumptwn. .Jloreovcr, it "\YOUlil a:'>~i~t to JH'OVH1L work 
for u nnmlJer of fleservin~ mf'n 'ivho are at present 
unal'le to ol1tain lt owing to the depression which 
exi~t~. 

4th. Th:tt ~ection 13 of the '\mcnflin~ ~\.et of 1902 
he amended iu ;-;nch a mnnner as to absolve the 
le;-;~ee from tbe obligation of maintaining 
1·abbit netting- fence:-< on area::' resumed from 
his leaseholtl.-

'Yf~ "ulmlit that it 1s 11ot n .. tsonable to exvect a Jessee 
to rnaintnlu a fenee npon land of which he bas ceased 
to lJe the lmnPfieial oecnpit<. 

5th. That a provision be ill";ertetl whereby tile 
lt>:-:ee ::-hall lUJ.YP the right to :-<unender his 
h·a~e on givin~. sa)·. twelve mouth::.' notice of 
llis intentwn :-:o to tlo. and forfeiting the whole 
ol' his improYemPnt~. 

\'re cl, ..;ire to pJint out that thi, pro\is:on 1:-; already 
coneet1ed to 1es'::leC8 in the le .se:-:. under the western 
di...-ision L':'.nfl Act of Xew Soutll \\"ale:-:. Your pre­
(lece~~or in o11ice, tl1P Hon. I!obert Pllil}J. :.U.J.J.A., wrote. 
}Jl'Omi~ing to ;..:-ive tht' same ri;.;dt to the lessees of 
Quet>nslancl. and the pr1 ·;ent Jlmi~ter ior Lands also 
st•tted in the Hou~e lha~ lie \YOliL~ m~lke good the 
UlH1ertaldng of the previons (fnvcnunent.. "re are, 
bowe...-er. g~yen to nnde1· ... tn.nd lllat the existing Land 
A~t::;:, cto not Jlf'rmit of .-.:nel1 a e:au:-.0 lwin::.:- inserted in 
the Irah '"- The ahsen('e of '-Udl ~~ prrl\1slon i~ causing: 
very graxc eol1('('l"ll "to a large numlJe.r of lcss~es and 
owners, more CSJJeeiall:r the holders of the tlnrd and 
fourth ela::-:-:.es r>t' countl'y. nn•1 i~ rreventl11g them fro1li 
aece}Jtin;.s the incrAa~.eil t<'HnrPs \Yhieh lla\·e been 
granted nnrle' the ]'ron:-iou:-; of the alllencling .A et of 
1!!0:2. Tn thost' lt\<:see~ wlw art' at·tin~ A~ truster~ for 
others anrl to m:tll\. s 'iYho ~,;·e tlJC l'('g.istcred 
les~c€'> 1t b · lJ ·~·to coming under 
that -"Cl. 

For tlw~e other l'Ca ,,m.-; whidt conlcl he adduced 
in support ab(r e we tru t yon will be 
plr:o'1:-;F·1 to bring in forthcoming ~ession of 
Parliament an Bill etlllbodyln;.r the 
sna,:gestion~ mat1e herein. If. howPYCl'. the 1Jn~inesB to 
be""' ~ubmittecl to Parliament 'iYill not allow ot" stwll n 
Bill being introdn(•r·d (lurin;:!" tlH" fortlH'Ollllli.!! Sl ~sion, 
we re . .,pectfully lJcg tLat ou \':ill pa:-:::; a .mPasut·c ex:-
tPmhng; tbe time in \Y1tielt may aYml t_hem~eh: 3 
of the r~men11in<.!,· Aet of to >.;ucll a penod as wtll 
enable a Bill to be 1n1l'f'tluecd remui.ying the disabilities 
herein bronght nncler JOlli." noticl':'. 

In conclusion, we d< ... ire to impt'Css npon you tlle 
importance of the propo~nl~ herein snbmiMed for Y.Ol~l' 
eun~ideration. .\"O'.'. that the has broken, 1t. 1s 
'lPN'''"'l'Y that en~rc- shr.nld be ginm to 
lessee:-:~ ~lncl 0\Yllf'l'~ Of l10lclill'2."-" 10 obtain 
fnrtller e<q;ital frw llw pro~ceutlon of their industry, 
which is artmittcdly of t-he ~ ... ~ntest importance to the 
State of Qncensland. Ii tlti~ Ull',OUl'ag-unent is forth­
coming, then the rcco...-er~· ot" Uw iwlu~try trom t~1e 
e1fects of the 1·ecent- c1roug-llt "\Yill be mnch more rap1d, 
nnd conseflnently en::;nrc a eorre,..,poncling henofit to the 
whole of the conummity. 

Trnstiug tlmt YOU will he pleasc(l to ~ive the sugges­
tions c.Jntained iwrcin _,·our earlr and fav<>m'able eon­
siLlel·<ttion. 

That comnlnnicntinn w ,ls sign'2d by some 400 
lessees, and a great many more would have 
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signed it had there been time to obtain their 
signatures before the presentation of the letter. 
I presented the memorial myself to the Premier, 
and received from him, in due course, the follow­
ing reply-
John Cameron, ES(!., ::vr.L.A., Brisbane. 

Sir,-I have the honour to acknmvledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 6th instant, forwarding additional 
signatures to be attached to the pastoralists' memorial 
which was receutly pre.-;ented to me and which sets 
forth certain amendments tlmt are considet'ed absolutely 
necessary to the I,antl :lets of 1897 and Ul02 before the 
signatories can, \Yith confi(lence. aYail themselves of 
the provisions thereof. 

\'n1ile anxious to make eYerY ren"onahle concession 
to a large cla~s of producers who have been contending 
against great difficulties, tlle Government cannot accede 
to the first proposal, 1vhieh is aR follows:-

l'hat a provision be inserted in the Acts abovfl 
referrerl to. bv which the rental for the first 
period of the new lease }Wopo:sed to be given 
under the amen din!{ Act of Hl02 shall he fixed 
before election. 

The argument. which the pastoralists employ in 
support of this proposal seems to be based on the 
assumption that therf is an exact anaJogy between the 
State as a landlord and the inclivirtual as et landlord, 
and that consequently the Crown tenant. like any other 
tenant, should kuow before he signs his lease the 
amount of rent he willlJe called upon to pay. Bnt this 
reasoning ignores the fact that the Crown has no more 
Yoice than the lf'v•ee in fixing such rent. and that the 
determinntion is llUVle by au :ulmittet1l.Y <~apable 
tribunal, independent of the Crown. and \Vitll no eon­
ceivable motive for maldng an award unjust to the 
tenants. 1Vere the request acceded to. the not.ke of 

election would. in Hl<IIIY cases, be post­
[9 p.m.] poned f0r some years, si nee 1·ents must be 

determined in open court, and the Crown 
must be in ll position to offer sufficient evidence of 
rental value, which eYidt·nee can be ohtained only by 
close inspection •If the holding. I may I'ernind you 
that under the AcL of l8k4 rents were not fixed until 
after election, antl that this lH'O('C'dnre was continued 
by the Act. of ltl97, \\ithont any sugg-estion that it bad 
in the past been found to operate unjustly to the 
lessees. 

If the pastoralists are willin~ to accept 50 per ('Cnt. 
as the maximum increase, the Government has no 
objection to offer to the SP.COntl prop 1sal, whieh runs as 
follows:-

That the maximum pet't'entage of increase at each 
succeeding rertppraisement be defined in a 
manner similar to the prnvi:l;ion contained in 
"ection 8 of the Land Act of l8S6. 

The Government, however, is not dispo.:-ed to accept 
the third suggestion, which reads-

That tbe Hreas to be re•mmed dnring 1 he currency 
of the extended lease offered under the pro­
visions of the amending Act of 1902 should 
be defined beford election. 

Obviously it is impossible to s.ta,te defiuiteJ;\~ many 
years in adnm('e the particnlar part of a holding 
which the public interest will reqnire to 1)e lllade 
avai.lahle for closer orcnpation. The resumption, 
moreover, i~ not arbitrarily effected bY the 
:Minister, for the part to be ·taken is decided by 
the Land Court after hcnring the lessee, and it 
may be confidently a~serred that, since the first 
resnmptions were made, the Laud Court has in en:•ry 
ca8e evint>ecl so fnll a measure of sympathy with and 
appreciation of the representations of the lessees that 
the pastm·alists can have no reasonable ground for any 
apprehension as to their interests in the matter not 
receiving the fullest consideration. Purthermore, it is 
not at all clear that earlier knowledge of the part to 
be rp,,nm"'d would lead to greater improvements heing 
effected by the lessee, a~, in any event, his right of 
ownership in improvements is maintained, and, indeed, 
in m3ny ca::;es improvements have been made after 
resumption on land remaining in the occupation of 
the lessee. 

The fourth proposal is as follo"-s :-
'fhat section 13 of the amendin;.r Act nf 1902 be 

amended in such a manner a.., to absolve the 
lessee from the obligation of maintaining 
rabbit netting fences on areas resumeU from 
his leasehold. 

In regard to this rwoposal. I arlmit that with respect 
to the maintenance of fencing-, Crown tenants cr11ning 
under the t'rovision~ of the t\ et of HH12 will incur 
obligations which may not be fnlly compensated by the 

advantages derived, and the Government, in yiew of 
this possibilitY, is considering whether some m~ans 
cannot be devised whereby, in such event, obli~atiOn.::; 
and advantage!' will be brought more into corres­
pondence. 

The fifth llroposal is as follows :-
That a provision be inserted whereby the Je.-;.-.el 

shall have the rlght to surrender llis lease on 
giving, "'-:Ly. twelve month~' notice of his intel:­
tion 1-iO to do. and forfeiting the whole of ln~ 
improvements. -

This prop0sal is, as it stands, hardly equitable. for it 
does not gi\~c the Crown the option of determining- <t 
lease on g-iving twelYe montlH<' notice of its intention to 
do so. and on comuensnting the lessee for his improYe­
ments; it proceccls, I nnderstatH1, mainly from mortga­
gees and finnncial institutions. anfl wonltlnot, perhaps. 
hR.ve been pnt forward if lessees were fully aware of the 
effect of the statntoty proYision~ relating to mortgage,., 
contained in the La nu. Aet of 1807. Apart from that, no 
person or corporation as:'iigning good reaso<~s wl~y the 
State should sanction the surrender of a particular 
lease w0nld be likeh· to 1ind the }Iinister strnding in 
thP. wa:'-· of sndt a;~tion. thou.gh there are sutticient 
grounds why the law s;hould not be so altered a:-- to 
compel the 1.Jinister in any instance to a,pproYe the 
surrender, irn~:pectiYe of the spcdal features of the­
case and without reference to the eh·cumstanCC'"i ancl. 
m0tives of the Jes~ce. \Vhen a le.-;.:;;;ee has paid up <tL 
arrears of rent. aucl nndertakcs to forfeit. lti.s irnproYc­
ments, it ha~ nev(->r been tLc lll':tctif'e, o.or is it now in 
contemplation by the Deprtrtment of Lands. to withhold 
as:wnt to tl1c bnrrendcr of his lease. 

In conelnsiou, I f-lhontd like those you represent to 
understand that it is not. ymbalJle that at any future 
time the t'rowu tenants will get more liberal treatment 
than is offered to them b.v tlle Land Act of 1H02, and the 
Government is anxiotts that the pastoralists ill their 
01vn interests shonld take advhnt:u~e of a statute which 
was 1msse(1 for their relief a-t a time 1vhen Lhe disasters 
thev had experienced had exeitecl generons f')'Hl}-:tthy 
for them in both Houses of Parliament.-I have, etc., 

_Hn"HcR }lORGAX. 

?\ow, I saymy>elf that this pastorali,ts' memorial 
is a courteous one, setting forth the needs of a 
great industry, bnt.t.he B:t.IDP cannot be said for 
the Premier's reply, fur iu it the pastomlists are 
accused of being ignorant of the land laws, and 
it winds up with a threat. [The SEUHETARY FOI~ 
PUBLIC LANDS: ]\' o.] Xo other C'Jnstruction can 
be put upon it. Be"ides, this reply absolutely 
refuses to carry out the promise made by the 
.Minister for Lauds in this House. I have the 
hon. gentleman's ,,romise here, and I do not 
believe he was insincere when he warle the 
promise, or that he wanted to equivocate in any 
wa v. It will be found on page 748 of vol. xci. of 
H,insurd, as follows :-

He wanted to ](nmv from the hon. member for Xorth 
Brisbane whether this promise was in writing. or a 
verbal onr. Hr1WeYer, he nndHrstood that the hon. 
member'~ leader (:Hr. Philp\ to ~ay that it was in "\Yrit­
ing. He (the ~ccretary for I.ands.J had not seen that 
pr()mise, but if the promi.-;e llad been given as the hon, 
1uember had narrated it, he was thoroughly in accord 
with its being fnlfilled and he would ha Ye no hesitation 
in carrying it out. 

That was the hon. gentleman's reply to me. 
which I regarded as good enough for any­
thing. Mr. Philp's promise above referred to 
was conveyed in a letter to me dated the 
27th August, 1903, and a copy of it was 
sent to the present l'dinister for Lands on 
19th October, 1903. [The SECRETARY FOR 
PuBLIC LANDS: Was it with regard to the sur­
render of leases?] Yes. There is another 
n:atter in connection with the pastoralists' 
letter which I would like to refer to, and which 
I mentioned to the Premier when I presented 
it to him. I am thoroughly in accord with 
the request that there should be a definition of 
the areas to be resumed before election, and I 
think that might be applied to fully nine­
tenths of the country now held under pastoral 
lease. But at the same time there are certain 
areas and districts which I do not think it 
would be a wise thing to interfere with, but it 
might be applied, as I have said, to nine-tenths-
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of the pastoral lands in the State. [:\lr. P. J. 
LEAHY: To the vV estern lands.] There is no 
doubt that if the pastoral industry is to be 
aided to recover in the way we hope it will 
re.cover, and good seasons are to be made the 
most of, Parliament will have to help the in­
dustry ahead. A great deal has been said about 
the need for closer settlement, and, where 
rlw areas are suitable for closer settlement, I 
am as great a believer in that as anyone; but 
some of the \Vestern lands are not suitable for 
people to settle on in small areas. I am a 
grazing farmer, and unfortunately a trustee for 
other grazing farmers, and I say that as a 
whole the grazing farming industry up to this 
ti1ne has 1J00ll a failnre. This is a bad thin :r 
to have to say; but I do say it, and therefore 
I contend that every possible inducement 
should be given to these people to make their 
undertaking a success. Some remarks were 
made by the hon. member for Leichhardt 
about the manner in which they have treated 
the grazing farmers in his district, and I do 
not doubt that his remarks are true: hut I 
know that during the tenure of office of 
both the past and the present :\Iinister for 
Public Lands much consideration has been 
extended to these people. [The SECRE­
T,RY FOR Pl"BLIC LAl':DS: I thank vou for 
s~ying ~o. I eau as;mre you tbat the ~e-n1arks 
of tlw hon. member for Leichhardt are 
ab:..;olutel:v n1i-..lcad.ing.l I (hm't kno~v al,out 
that. Now I come to the rabbit question, 
and I think that a very small percentage 
of hon. nwmiJer• in thi' Hou"' and 
a verv few people out,ide umler,tand 
thoroughly the serious menace the mh­
bits are to t~nec•nsland. They say, "This 
is the same old cry of the pa•,toralists-they 
are crying out for something more than they 
nnght to get." If hon. members believe that, 
thev will endoroe what has fallen from the 
hm{ member for Barcoo. who has a keen 
ahility for showing his disiike and hatred for 
this dass: but I would remind him ;hat there 
ar·? pastoralists in the Barcoo, and although 
they may not have assisted in getting him 
into this House, still thev are his con­
stituents all thl' same, 1md he is as 
much und<>r an obligation to assist them 
as anyone else. [The TREASL'RER: And he 
would not do an injustice to anyone.] 
'The hon. member said that the pastoralists 
had not kept their obligations, and the result 
was thc,t manv of those fences ·were in a state 
of shameful 1\cglect. If that is '0. he should 
have reported the matter to the :Minister for 
Public Lands, in whose department it is. But 
more than that. instead of it being a reflection 
on the pastoral tenants, as he intended it, it 
was a grave indictment of the Govern­
ment rabbit inspector for that district. I 
know the Government rabbit inspector for 
that district, and I do not believe there 
is a more capable, conscientious man to be 
found in ()nf'enslancl. I know he is no respec­
ter of ocrsons. [="lr. KERR: Who is it?] ="lr. 
A wry ·is the inspector. [Mr. KERR: Ko, he 
is not.] I am a member of the Mitchell 
Rahbit Board. and I ought to know. [Mr. 
KERR: l know he iE not the inspector.] JY1r. 
Awrv is the inspector for that district-I 
happen to know. [1\Ir KERR: :i'\o. he is not.] 

The SPEAKER: Order, order! 
~dr. C 't:\fEROX: That does not alter my 

r1rgumcn! at all. The dutv of the rablllt in­
sp0ctor i, to see that those fences, which 
le~see::-: have undertaken to maintain in return 
for C'xten~,ion of leases," are maintained in a 
proper '"'"·ay: and the hon. gentleinan knows 
as wdl as I do, or any other man who has had 
cxpnic~ce in the \V0stern country, that oc­
casionally these fences will get broken down. 

They are OYer a large area of country, and 
it is ab .olnt0ly impossible to repair them at 
a momcnfs 11oticc. I hope that the Govern­
nwnt, although they may not approve of the 
rcsoluti<Jns \Yhich were submitted to the 
Pn·mier b.Y a deputation the other day, wilt 
take ac!r'quate steps to relieve us from the 
arr1t c1 which is now facing us. It ought 
to be with at once, and the sooner it is 
rlc 1lt With the better for Queensland. People 
m a'" sa,. \'\hat is the use of the money that 
has· hc:en SJWllt already? The Hon. the 
:\linister for Lands gave the deputation some 
figures rpg·arding the expenditure upon rabbits 
up to December. 1902. The actual figures, 
according to the report of the Department of 
Public Lands dated 30th June. 1903. I beheve, 
arC> as follows :-The expenditure then had 
been £1,182.481. of which runholders had paid 
£114.17 4 for the cost of erection of rabbit 
fenccs. leaving £475.317 to he borne by the 
Government. In addition to that sum of 
£71±,174. a very large sum has been spen_t by 
the pa.storalists for the internal fences, pmson­
ing. and other means of keeping down thf! pest. 
That is the position. \Yith the deputatwn. I 
have been for a long- time an advocate of the 
nationalisation of this question. It may be 
argued with considerable correctness that the 
question of fighting the rabbit has been made 
a national question-[:\Ir. RYLA:>rD: Are you a 
socialist!]--to the extent of one-th1rd, a~1d I 
sav it ought to be made much more a natwnal 
CJL;estion.Lbecause it not only affects the \\'est, 
but the. whole national estate. of Queensland. 
The rabbits are known to he at Bmeside, near 
\Yarwick. and Cunnamulla, and round the 
south and the north-western corner of the 
Gregorv fence, and unless steps are taken you 
wil!'verv soon haYe the best of the pastoral 
counh-y ·in Queensland ruined.. I can only 
repPat n1y rorr1arks and say that, 1f the Govern­
ment fail to take up the matter promptly, they 
will he betraying the trust reposed in them by 
the people of this Stat~. There has been .a 
"Ood deal said hv prevwus members-espeCl­
:nv the hon. member for Leichhardt---in re­
"ai·d to the sale of lands. and I do not wish to 
be at all ambiguous about it myself. I have 
often advocated the sale of land, and I do so 
now. If vou cannot sell land at 10s. an acre, 
sell it fm: half the price if you can get it, or 
half a crown even. You will never >"(eL th" 
countTy developed until you get people, ar:d 
vou will never o-et it protected from vermm 
and noxious wee"'ds until people have a bigger 
interest than thev have in the leasehold. [1\Ir. 
KERR: \V e have' an evidence of that in N ort_h 
Rockhampton-the freehold land there 1s 
cm·e~·ed with prickly pear.] That land is no good 
for anything. There is any amount of pnckly 
pear arnnwl Brisbane.as far as that goPs. The1:e 
is anoi hPr rn8ltf'r for grat1ficabon. and that IS 

the C'O~ttinu0d increase of mineral production, 
\Vhich I trust ··;·ill not only be maintained, but 
inc·, ea"'' 1. .As regards the repurchase of 
c•·.tatcs. I cousider that in the past and up to 
the pn'--rnt that policy has been successful, 
bm tl1r time hac. come when we should go a 
littlr: -;lo'-Yf'r. I think it can be overdone) and 
lhJ\\' there is an eYident disposition on the 
p~rt prinJtc owners to cut up and sell their 
men ecbtes. the GoYernment shoulrl proceed 
wil'h c1utinn. As to light lines of railway, my 
opini.op is thar they might be very g()(?d as far 
as theY onen un country and make 1t profit­
able tc~ o•<·unv. but whe1:e those lines are built 
there should, be a g·uarantee from the local au­
thorities. or the proceeds of the land should be 
devoted to the same purpose. Except on those 
iin< s I 'hall be !10 nartv to the scheme \Yith 
regard to innnigrat.ion.~ also r~fclTC(~ t~~in ~l~e 
Spe eh. I am a thorough behever m ~c. ,\ e 
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shntdc1 h'1\·c nwrt population. and this country 
will ncp•r b~ good until we get it. If you get 
pcnple \Vi1 h HJOlJl'_Y. ~o r:nnch the bPtter, but 
YOP ant nonTtlation in allY event. I cannot 
~ oid nlnl;:i-Jl'~: sornt' n_--.fercuCe to ~lr. Jones . ..._-\_ 

l rlt al been said about hin1 aln·aclv. 
'lf ied a great reluctance to s~y 

v.-ould be detrirr1ental to any 
cover of parliamentary pri­

E'::trnc tirnc, I cannot for·get that 
hJ'n' as OlH' of che rep re ,>cnLativcs uf 

the n_:;nl<'. anr1 in a sense a cuf'tochan of the 
public probity. That is a duty we all haYe. 
l do nor kno'' -::::Ir. J onc:s, and ucYer saw hirn, 
bu: \Yhat one can hear. he is 110t in any 

JY tble for the position he has been 
aj)poiutcd to. ~ly O\Yn bl'liPf is that for one 
.l!."!alt \Y!In is kss fitted for the oosition than 
:\lr. Joncs fifty cuuld be easily obtained who 

het ter. The po;;;ition of rcprcscutatiYe of 
GoYel·nnH~nt in the Eas: or anywhere else 

a \·ery n':"ponsible one. and the rnan ap­
pointed should be socially and morally aboYe 
an~- reproach. I can sprak with some 
s]i:;ht authority in this matter. because 
fnr the la~t .-.;ix or Sf'YCn vears I have been 
largc·ly i11~trunwntal in the appointn1cnt of 
conlnlPrcial ag-ents pn.>t.tv well all over the 
conu,!t:rcial -.. ()rld. as far~ as it is kncnvn. In 
making those' appointments with those who 
'.'.'('t'( a:-.sociated witl1 n1c. v.·e hav(~ alwavs had 
rc2,·a-;_ J, fir:;:t to the credit of th"- State to 
>Yhich we belonged, anrl also to the credit of 
the institution for vvhich \VC \vere acting. and 
>YC lwYe made the appointments after ihc most 
Pxhaa~tive inquiry, sati:::;fying oursclYes up_ to 
the Ycry hilt that the pc'oplo we were senchug 
to represent us and this State were n1cn lrho 
wonld in no way di.sgrace us. If I was engag­
ing ,=-~_, hookkccper or a storf' keeper for a. st.atioll 
1 -houlcl not be satisfied with the references 
which were read out bv the Premier the• other 
night. \Ve all kno·w the casual way in 
which refE'n'nccs are giYen by people. At 
tilE' same time I do not wish to discredit the 
per~ons \vho gave t.he1n in any way whateyer . 
• Jom•s had bet>n with .,ome of them for a year 
or t,,vo--in one case for three years: and to 
ref;_t-"C to giYe a man a rea~onablc character 
·,vho has Le en \\ ith von for three• vears when 
appealed to, amotn;t.s to rtdic ::tioll upon an 
en1ployer for keeping hin1 so lollg, be~ides 

haYP no right to refuse it. [Thll 
You haYC' uo right to mislead 

gi•:1ng a reference which is not a 
I vvoulc1 do it. I would not on 

any ac ount giYe a to a 1nan unless 
1 1 a-.; a' ;:~_llutPl,i· rrfL'rence was t ne'. 
I caiJ onl.v state my O\Yll op1Hi~nl. 1vhich i:; 
that thf' appointr H'llt of this 1nan as the l'cprc­
:-;p~nati·, c o£ tJuccnslancl is a discTPdit to the 
Str.t!C' a1rd ld the GoYr>rnrneut. \Yith regard to 
tlJC pt·opo Pcl rnE'astl~·e of electoral reforn1. I 
:-.halL it if I consider it beneficial. It 
is like in the rlnrk to talk of it. nn\Y. I 
h- n:: _ss acl .. ~ncatec1 a l'C'clnction of n1L'ln-
b~ r "· an cl ~a r('duction in naYrrwnt. \Yht'n I 
·,,·a.., 1·eturncd at the last clc~ctlon, it was on the 
di-:3t_~nct lll1d('rshu1ding that vd1Pl1 t.he oppor­
hi!11t~· aro.s'>.. J would support such a. measure. 
\'~,~jtb r('garc1 to the financial proposals_ 'ivhen 
th~ income tax wae P""'"d by the late GoYern· 
n1enL i ·.vas one of tht> fc·'\V who YOtPd against 
it I undPr Aood that the Act was m;lv to 
rP,.,lrtin in force for two years but I shall ·yote 
aQ:"njnst its l'P-enacfmr•nt ~ \Vith' all mv stn'no-th. 
::.1r. I' .. J. LFAHY: It h. s come to stav.l It :;,av 
be ,o, but I ehall vote 1.g-ainst it al( the sam;. 

Now a IYord about pubJic :"PrYice 
[9.30 p.m.] retrenchment'<. [t '""m' to me 

that the manner in which thi' 
thing- has ]yen carried out is absolutely cruel, 
and in my opininn there \Yas no oc':a··1on for 
it. Tl1e Secretary f0r ..::\Q·ricuJture in his 

"-lpco-ch tlw e~-pllinJ rcfPlTPcl to tLP cultl-
vatioJJ of hcw_p. [The SEC'HETARY i<~OR 
Ac:RICTLT"CRF n1adP no rPfercnce to :-.i:'al 
hemp 011 the in R,-p]y.[ I thillk thee 
lwn. gentlc'rnun in a speech that he de· 
liYen-d ~onw tll1lt' a~~·o. Now I hold in n1y 
haud a r .Jlnrn;micatinn 1 hich I ha..-e receiyed 
from a rnan '·:ho i~ a prominent a •ricnlt.uri;,t 
in :\Ianrii 1u·-;:. aJlcl he writL's as follovYt> :-

lnthc DaillJ Jiair' of yesterday there i~ a letter about 
::;i~<Ll hPlnp. ,\planter from tt•e Xorth objeet:-; to t11e 
gi\'in!.!: of tlw ... e ~r .·as to atl)'One m a king- applieation, and 
:.-;t.ates that if thh l'olicy i:'. followed for long ~i.':lal hemp 
·will be a greater nuisance thall prickly JH--:ar. l'l1ic-~ 
planter i.s perfectly right. ancl I \Youlcl tlnt you 
'·tL the attention of ].h C:.uueron. heing a 
}HtstoraliRt. to the matter. If si~al hemp ~ePil~ are 
1li~tribnteti ilHl1=-'r•rimiuately. nw pla('C will ::.001 be 
overrun and paRtoral ~romHl rninE'd. Cotnplet(~ di,:;.trictfl 
in ~1 anriti.n.s wllich ]lad hP-ell planted. wit \I ~u;;ar-canc.bnt 
whicn lnul been alJandonetl on account ot 1 he drongllt 
and turue1l iuto pasturt., for cattle, bacl been ::-o com­
pletely eovcrc l with this pest. that faetories had been 
cs.tahlished there for llt:tllnf:tctnring tibrc-. lt would 
appear tbat tL0 :\Iiubtcr For J.gricnlt'lre wishes to plant 
slsal hemp evcry\vhere, ancl ad,·i~f''; the Jarmers that 
the profit 1s very g"reat. J~ut sisal hemp can pay only 
in IJlaees wl1ere there is an abundance of fuel, either 
coal or wooll. for the bvilcrs, and plenty of water fol' 
\Vasiling the fibre. 

[Tiw ~EC'RETARY FOR AGmCt:LTL'IU:: Si,al 
hemp i uut cli_•tribnted 1'\'-- rneau~ ot sct~d .... 
Fie doe not \Ynnt to de\e]op auy ir:.dustrie:::.J 
I \~·ould 11ut .-.;aY that. LPcause it is not the ca:-;e. 
rThe SECRETARY FOR c\GRICTLTcRE: \Yell look 
at the GYE'IJing jrJuriHd to-day and see th 
report frorn U a 1 aii.) ..:\:-> a rnatter of fact. 
this f~entlt'Inan i:-: t'll\._.,gcd. in cotnwctiou with 
oeiPI~~. in (--'lJCka \.Oill'illg to develop t\VO in­
tfu...;trie~ -iu (Jneell~lmid now. There i.-; one other 
mattPr I wi~h to refe-r to. l uudPr:-;talld that 
it is tlw i11tentio11 of the C:o\.Pl'nmeut to reduce 
thE' ,a]an 0£ tbc> Cmator of tlw Bri -bane 
~\l1J' •urn." ~4.:-; a tl'u~tee. I \'·i~h to enter 

prote:-;t against. that, and I v;i:-;h 
th0 av iu ,vhich sirnilar officer:-; are 

\reatc-,·1 iu other State-. Tlw salary of the 
Curator of thP c;oYC'l'lll1lP1lt ~fu:-;eu~rn. :\'ew 
Soatl1 \Yak.. i;-- £630 and house re11t: the 
.... alal'V of the Director of tlH~ C:oYel'llmeut 
~in;--eurn. ~e\~· .Zealaud. i:-; £7;)0 and hou:-.e 
I'ell1-: the, ~ alarv ot the Curator of the Cauh'l'-

Siu· eurn~ L~hrl_~t :hurch. i~ £1 ,C'JO and 
rcllt; the salari(?S of the. :-3taff of the 

( ~n·;{--l'llYl1f'llt -:\ltL~0Ul11. X f'W Sonth \Yale:". i~ 
£-l./~1; those of the staff of the South At:s~ 

~Iu..,\_•unl. amount : anr1 the 
Oll tlt2 ~fU'-.:oeU11l. 

De• 

wPlre 
at. p remuner '_ti(Jn of a pa,v pP"!_ 

\Yf umonntlng to £{-)(} 13s. 4c1. per anrnun. 
ll1c':illg a tc!al ,ahrv £~166 13· 4rl. 1893 
l1e \'a-.; 1'edncerl to a of £300 and fur 
Snnda v ,, rvice~. Ho VYas increased in 1901 to 
a s2-la1:y of £330 and £57) for Sunday serYices 
and I i-•lieYB it is now proposE'cl to ,_·educ;e his 
~rJa.r.v to £300 per annurr1, and to make him no 
:.dlowanc0 at all fo~· Sunday services. I belieye 
dwt dwrP i:c:: 110 more cult.Ur0cl or capable man 
if!- ~·'i ustral~~ in hi~ parfj( ~IJa~ line, aJ}d )t i~ _a 
r•1ty that n1s :SC'TYlCF'S ;,,[loulu b-e ~JO nadly l't'­

DlUi1Prat.rc1. and ~bat his salary, which v:as not 
a 1--:.i-): onP to bPgiu \vith in con1parison ,,-ith thf' 
tx' her St:J.tc 3. :-:.hou 1 d he dccrf'a sPd to such 
''"' .,1t. [Honourable members: Hoar. he. r 

:\Ir. \YHITE IJ!usuruvc): I had no inten­
; ion of speaking at all on the Address in Rq)ly 
until I saw the spcoch which hat! bec>l! made 
by th0 SC'crctary for Agriculture last \YPC'k. 

and I then con~idcrcd it my duty to my con· 
stit.ucncy that I should make some reply to 
thosH re1narks. Before doing ~'J, I •.yould like 
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the moycr of the Aclclrcs., iu 
extraordinary llC'\V-born zeal he 

~ for Cabinet; but. like all convt:>ris. I 
hP ca1Ti('d his renlt..J'l.;:~ a little too far. 

attrilnlt.Pd en:rvihiug to the pru~c:ilt Go­
\ t>J'ill.iY'llt. L·om thZ· break-up of the drougi1t 

:he o: butter. I think it is rather 
s,. ord. bece_ust: if the hon. Inenl-

conf:.ic1crcc1 for r.uor:Jcnt, he \Yould 
n n1L'IuLen'cl that export of butter 

the inert.• -<·cl output of that commodity 
to tl-w present Goycrn1ncnt. but· 
Produce Encouragf'nlcnt Act and 

P'=..traoediuaey splenclid agreernc11t rnadc 
late Pccn1icr ','_·ith the _.:\bc'l'cleen line of 

;:;'-c;_tt:lers. [The PR.El\IIER: \V hat \vas so ex­
traordinary about that 'f] There \"a"- au P :­

traordinar}· nn1ount of .;_,agacity about it. I 
thi11k i~ was a splendid thing, and it 1.vas only 
thl\H-:.gh this tl'~t'L'C·ment that producers were 
<>uab!Pd to <"<Port buttL'r profitctbly aml iu such 
quantitil's. \\'ith regard to the appointmeui 
of :\lr. Joues. 1 han· onlv to sav that if one­
half, or ev _:n one-fourth: of wl1at has been 
said is true, t'h" Go ;ernmcnt ought to be im­
peached. ln appointing any 1nan to represent 
n.s in a foreio·n country, thP Govcrument 
;-,hoald haYc se~n that his. cn~dt~ntials were of 
th•· yery highest character. The excuses and 
t Le t.cstirnoniais w hi eh were read by the 
Premier only aggrayat • the position, and it is 
,,nother case of the old saying, ''lib' master 
like man," and probably Jones more truly re­
presents the Goyernment than their followers 
would care to admit. In connection with the 
public service commission, I an1 not one of those 

ho alv.avs fine! fault. l believe the Premier 
endca\·ou;.ed to appoint a con1mission ·,Nhich 
\•voulcl Ue fr~c from personal or political bias, 
but the fact that these gentlemen were not 
unanirnous in their opinion, and the action of 
the· Governmf•nt since have brought the whole 
qncc.tion within the sphere of political in­
fluence. [The PRE'I!IER: You an· quite wrong.] 
Well. it has been openly stat<>cl in thi,; House. 
In anv case, I consider that instead of the 
Cabinet deciding questions with regard to the 
trau.~fer of dcpartn1cnts, a committee from 
both sicles of the House should have been ap­
roointecl ~o review the whole position. I know 
th:·t the Premier has stated in this House that 
i1e would not think of ttppointing anyone from 
thi~ sidl' of the IIousc to transact. any businc'JS 
of that kind. [Tne Pm:;nER: I did not say 
that.] The hon. gontleman stated that whm1 
he •,·antorl to appoint a man to do anything he 
\\ oald not cornc to i.his side of thP liouse for 
Lin1 It would have bec•n Inort~ constitutionaL 
and at the same hrno ould not have laid the 
(-ioYetnmPnt npe11 to a charge of political bias~ 
l f n con1111ittc'P frorn both sides of the House 
',reel l cen appointt'd. The rt'corcling angel hirn­
:--c!f could 11ot haYc> done the work in thf' tim0 

this com:mis.:>ion did. I kno·,c~· of one 
\vhPro there If: a trrn1endous 

arnount 1.Jf ,--otuarial work done, anrl 
tht• Yhol(• tirnP the cornmission spPnt in 
t-hat dcpartnH•nt \Yas under SE'Yt'I1 1ninute-s. 
::\'aturally. the gentleman at the head of the 
dPpaTtment was uncler the impre· si on that 
thev werp entirPlv satisfied, hut v ht'n the 
report went in ho' found that his sJla;·y had 
been reduced, his principal clerk had been 
transf0rrecl to another deparh:neuL ancl he, hacl 
been sacldlecl with two juniors. I do not think 
that anv men, whatever their oapabilitie-., 
could have grasped the work of that depart­
mPnt in the time occupied. The gentleman 
at the head of the dPpartment is worshipped 
bv those whom he serves. I do not know that 
{am right in referring to him, but I refer to 
the Registrar of Friendly Societies. fl\Ir. 
KERR: Do vou not think you could leave it 
alone until 'the friendly societies take it up?] 
The friendly societies have asked me to take it 

np. All I lnlO\\" i~ t.he hon. n1etnLe~' \Yho 
intcrj0cts rpfuscd to one- of a doputat1on to 
iut+~n·icw the _.:-\ttorne~~-Gencral~ and if he had 
11ot ::'o refused I \Yotdd- not have brought 
tli< '1l''U"r fcn·"'anl. l~-lr. KERR: I refused to 
iEkodLlv' a deputation.] The hon. member 
wa;:; ne•,-cr a::'ked bv UH-: to introduce the depu­
tation. so he did not rpfnse me. [\h'. GRA:\T: 
If the frieudlv snciet.ies thiuk so much of hi•; 
work, arc they willing· to pay him!] I believe 
if thE" (~OYE'J'llnwut. arc- not prepared to find 
the money the friendly societies 'ill. I have 
taken the late,t statistic> 1 coulcl find in con­
!t('C:tion \1-ith fr[pncllY :"ocietics in the different 
:-\tatcs. and I find that J:\e1, South \Yales, 11ith 
~ population of 1.:1-80.000. has 80.000 n1c-rnl?u·s 
of friendl v societies. The actuary recerves 
£5.'10, the· registrar £50{). and there are five 
assistant c!C'rks at £:WO, or a. total cost of 
£2,500. In Victoria. the members of friendly 
S<lcieties numLPr 103.000. The actuary re­
ceiws £600, the reg·istrar £850 for local v:ork 
only, ancl has priyaJe practice, ancl there are 
ei!rht clerks at a total cost of £2,500. In .South 
Au&tralia, there are 43,000 members of fnendly 
sociotiPs: there is a registrar and actuary :=tt 
£500, ancl the cost. without counting th<; regis­
trar, is £8:10. The- actuary's report rs on~y 
is .. nf'd oncn iu fiyc Year.-:. In \YPst Australia 
there are 12,000 members of friendiy societies; 
tho re:,,istrar receiYes £500, and there are four 
clerks, the cost being £1,400. I want mem­
h ers to well considE'r the position which ~Ir. 
Rendle is in. It is well known that the present 
financial position of the friendly societies 
in thi . ...:; :-::.o.atf'· 1:-: iu a great rncasurc o\Vlng ro 
the .g-o<Hl advice givc_u by ~fr: Rendl~ .. hJ~,c~n1-
panng· the rcpo1·t~ o! the yanous _rep;r~trm :-- _!_ d~) 
not. :-;ee a11y to f'l1ttal that of .:\Ir. R.0ndle. c_~P:='Cl­
allv nit thP fii1a11Cial po::-iiion of the ~OClCtlf 
ll;i, g-pntloman has been a period of twenty 
'\Cars ~in tlH' ;,erYice, and I sincerely trust tht:l; 
h(~ad of !1i" dPpartn1Pllt will take his ca:"c into 
s<'riou.; con·ideration. It. '' ould be a great 
lo:' ... 11ot on]v to tht• State, but t.o the friendly 
f;ocietie..::, if ·_\IT. RendJo':-, :-C>rYices were \Yitl!­
drawu. [~lr. KERR: \Yhat would they do If 
he diPcl 'l That i., a yen· diffNPnt thmg. If 
all th~· ;,;,.mlwrs of this iiouse clied, it would 
not lJe c'uch a loss to the 8tate as the Ios' of 
:'I fr. RcndlP'oi sen-ices. r!\lr. BARBFR: Do you 
think tlw work is ,., orth- £400 a Y' ar''J l do, 
a11d J b0li0YE' the, fir:-,t :hing- t.his gcutlenHlfl 
>Yill do will be to look for employmeut eJ.;e­
wben-'. I an1 l~toni;.;;;hed to hear La1;onr 
rneml>cr.-., adYncat.iu~ ~uch a method of re­
trenchin. p0onlc \vho are doin.Q.· good work for 
their OY\.11 ~ocietiPs. I do not tllink (~uecJl:·dand 
could 2·ct a man in anv of the States to do t.he 
wade Sir. Reudle is dc;iw:·. r:.rr. BARB ET': \Ye 
reccwui..::(' the yalne of his work._} If t.hey 
l'C:'C)~ni:-;P the value of bis work, do thc;T think 
it i~ 'a fair thing to Tednce bim by £80 a ye~r? 
Is the financial position of the State gomv 
to be savecl bv £30 redLwtion in :\Jr. Rendle's 
salarv? I do ;10t c:msider the reduction. but if 
·,nu 1:educ0 a nta11':-:; salary you deprPc:iute _bis 
~er,-ice-.. lf I had an pmp1oyee in rny serY!Ce. 
in~tcad of rt,cluc:ing his salary I >··ou1d ratLcr 
::;.av I had no fnrth0r u,e for hirn. In QueelJ:..­
laiH1 tb0re 3l'P 32.000 mcn1bers of fri0-;dl:· 
· -)cieti -. and the- 1'f'!..(i:--iT<1l' actually rcc •i'.f'cl 
£1.'1(\ ](';-;:' 12~ nt'~f r nt: 1TP had two r::1nrk:-:-OI:P 
at £20() and- one at £130. His chief clerk "' 
tran~ferrf'd t.o another dPpartmcnL and he ha~ 
no\\- t\yo incxpcriPnf'ed as::-istant·, at £130 a11d 
£1()0. I eltmY attention to the fact that :\Ir. 
Rendle does the whnk of the Yalnatim's for 
nothing-. whereas in other States the Yaluation...,.. 
are performed by a sc>parate department. ancl 
the socif'ties pav for them. If ~Mr. Rendle wa" 
paid for the ;,aiuations, or if the State charged 
for them, it would cost £881: or, If they WE're 
charged for at the recognised English rate, 
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they would cost £1,500. I have the whole of the 
figures here in relation to various societies-

11.LI.O.O.F. 
A.O.F. 
G.U. 
P.A. 
H.A.C. 
I.O.R. 
cLO.ll. 
Utllers 

.H late 
local rate::;. 

£ 
202 
1.55 

51 
l:lJ 
g.f 
ol 
4S 
40 

At l<~ugli~h 
rates. 

£ 
-!.)5 
275 

95 
210 
170 
115 
~l) 

100 

£1,500 

The whole cost would have been incurred by the 
societies, but Mr. Rendle does the whole thing 
for nothing. I sincerely hope the Attorney­
GcHeral will reconsider the position of ::\lr. 
H.endlc, becaw:_.,p) in n1y opinion, it would be 
a serious loss to the State if his ser\'icc-s were 
not available. I was pkused to hear the hon. 
member for Leichharclt speak his mind as 
freely as he did about the selectors and people 
whCJ arc paying rents in various parts of the 
~tate. rrherc are a good lnany in nly district, 
and I have had manv letters from them. but 
I must say that previous to the present Go­
vernment taking of!icc I had no diff!Culty in 
alv ays getting some cousidcration. I hop{) the 
sa :le consideration will in future be extended 
to these people. I am glad to see the hon. 
member is not prepared to sacrifice his prin­
ciples as the seconder of the .\.cldress said he 
-sould. He told the House that he would 
willing!'" sacrifice his principles for the exigen­
cies of party politics. [}1r. BARBER: He did 
not say that.] He said he did not believe in 
certain things, but considering the exigencies 
of the case, and the discipline of the party, 
he would sacrifice his principles. I now come 
to a question which affects mv district more 
than anything else, and that 'is the appoint­
ment of Dr. Maxwell. The ;',Iinister for Agri­
culture a few nights ago made some very great 
rcflectwns on the manufacturers' union of 
Bundaberg. [The Sr~CRETARY FOR AGRICUL­
'l'cllE: I made statements, not reflections.] 
That is a matter of opinion. 'l'hev were taken 
as reflections. He said they had' done a good 
de'tl to prevent Dr. ::\Iaxwell successfully 
t•ccomplishing his work. [The SECRETARY FOR 
AGmCULTURE: In Melbourne.] I can give the 
hon. gentleman information upon that subject. 
[::\Jr. R\RJJER: Do not the people of Bunda­
borg ,-iew with great suspicion anything 
emanating from the Chamber of Manufac­
i;urors 'J I am not addressing the member for 
Bunclaherg, but the House. I do not value the 
lion. member's opinion very much. The bon. 
member's district is not connected with the 
sugar industry, but mine is, or rather, I 
should s:1y, his district is concerned in it, 
a \though he does not recognise it. 
In 1897-8, for the first time, the sugar manu­
fa.cturers made up their minds to get some 
1,-,an to do the chemical work with regard to 
the soils. and at that time they thought it 

would be a good thing to appoint 
[10 p.m.] Dr. MaxwPll, not for the benefit 

of the Government. but for their 
own benefit. As 11 matter of fact, the Manu­
facturers' ·cnion were the first people to men­
tion Dr. ::\faxwell to the Gm-ernment. Then 
the growers at rdackay came in, and ultimately 
it ' as dccicled that it would be a good thing 
to secure his services for the whole State. and 
this was the origination ef Dr. ::\Iaxwell coming 
to Queensland. At that time the sugar indus­
try was very prosperous, and they thought it 
would be a splendid thirig if they had some~me 
to advis0 them with regard to the chemiCal 
value of soils and on irrigation. Dr. Maxwell 
was brought to this State- under an agreement 
by which the growers were to pay half of the 

whole expenditure. They were quite prepared 
to do this, but at the very start Dr. J\.Iaxweli 
was taken awav for political purposes to .VlPl­
bourne, and during the time he was there, he 
got a lot of information from the J}Ianufac­
tun·rs' L nion and the Council of Agriculture, 
as I can proYe that by letters: but I will not 
c1eta.in the House bv n-arling t,hem. Dr. ~Iax­
wl'll was in }lc1bourne for a considerable time, 
aud the Ina~1ufacturcrs and growers got no 
benefit thmugh him during that period. I 
know t!1at there Yvero r~xperimental plots on 
yarious plnutatious, where the people \VCTe 

\Yalting for his advice for n1onths, ancl ulti­
mately they grew their cane without his advice. 
1'\m., Dr. ::\Iaxwell had no knowledge of 
politics. [An honourable member: He is not 
a politician.] No; but he is a very sn1art n1an. 
and tho vcr~,· fact of his agrecrl!ont being f'X­
tended, while the people concerned are 
against it, shows that he is a .-ery smart 
man. Xow, the :\Iinister for Agriculture 
ha,., stated that Dr. ::\[axwell has done 
a lot for the sugar industry in Bunda­
bcrg. [The ~ECHETARY FOR AGRICcLTcHE: I 
gan: you the figure·'.] I have the figures here. 
Lrrho SECRE'L-\.(:Y .FOR ..:.\.GRIC'GLTrH.E: Are they 
correct·::] I dou't know '''hat 551 means, and 
I don't know on0 single 1nan in the Bundabcrg 
thstrict v~·ho has got one analysis from Dr. 
:\Iaxwell. [The ~E~RETARY }'OR AGRICULTFRE: 
He has rna,clc analyses typical of the district.] 
Xo single man in the Bundaberg district has 
5('Jt ono analysis of soil fr~1n hin1, and he has 
I~(:vcr given oJlo tkfinite opinion on anything. 
I-Ie has alwavs sairJ-·• Do certain things and 
you may get 'certain results,'' and so on. The 
;-)ecrctaH for Agriculture also stated that when 
Dr . .Maxwell went to the Bundaberg district 
there was no irrigation there at all, and that 
now there are 4,000 acres under irrigation. 
Yr ell, in 1884 and in 1886, they talked about 
irrigation there, and at Bingera they had irri­
gation long before Dr. Maxwell came here. 
['I' he SECRETARY FOR AGHICCLTFRE: Refer to 
l\lr. Boyd'~ report.] I think I know aR much 
about irrigation in this district as any­
one. No man has taken a greater in­
terest in irrigation in this dstrict than I have, 
and I can assure the Minister for Agriculture 
that if Dr. ::\Iaxwell's advice had been taken 
there would not have been 300 acre' under 
irrigation in the Bundaberg district. This is 
a fact that cannot be disputed, even by the 
doctor himself. At Fairymead, there is pro­
bably the largest amount of cane grown by 
irrigation, but Dr. 1\Iaxwell was never on that 
plantation until after the irrigation scheme 
was completed, and the,y irrigated there, with­
out his advice. At Bingera, the only advice 
he gave was-" Go slow." That's the only 
advice he gave anywhere. [The SECRETARY 
FOR AGRICULTURE: Don't you think it is just 
as well to go slow in these matters? What 
about the Elliot River?] I am very glad of 
that interjection from the 1\Iinister, for I can 
teU him that there are 3,000 acres of the. finest 
lands in the State there, whi'ch would have 
been irrigated but for the " go slow" advice 
of Dr. Maxwell, and I guarantee that there is 
sufficient water there to irrigate very much 
larger areas. I can quite understand that 
the ::\linister takes all his instructions and 
information from the doctor. The doctor 
has not only got the control of the sugar­
mills, but the whole control of the Agri­
cultural Department, and every man in the 
department knows it. I think it was about 
two years ago when the Department of Works 
handed over to the Department of Agri­
culture £2,500 for experiments in irrigation. 
Now, did ever anyone hear of exp:'riments in 
irrigation? \Yhy, irrigation ceased to be ex .. 
perimental 2,000 years ago. Dr. Maxwell, 
after taking the matter of experiments in irri-
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:ration into his serious consideration for twelve 
lnonths, decided to widen an old well at 
Clarke's mill. [The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL­
Tl-RE: All he did was to indicate the locality 
;uitable for irrigation.] He went to this old 
,. ell--[The SECRET.,RY FOR AGRICULT'CRE: 
v:ncn ?] About eight months ago. [The 
SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Before I had 
anything to do with the department.] Ko, 
since the hon. gentleman has been in office. 
He simply got this well widened and a pump 
put in it, and it was the laughing-stock of the 
\YboJe di:-.trict~ rThe SECRETARY FOR ~-\GRICT"I,­
TURE: Dr. Max\vell had nothing to do with 
this.] It was entirely under his supervision. 
[The SECRETARY FOJ:! AGRICULTURE: It was 
not.] It was. 

Thu SPEAKER: Order ! 
::\lr. \YHITE: This was done, and I thought 

it •. as a pity to see the money of the country 
.,·as tee! so injudiciously, so I asked the secre­
n:.ry for the \Y oongarra irrigation scherno to 
sead in the list of the thirtv-six "·ells in that 
rlistric.t- varying in depth fiom 80 to 192 feet. 
I the depth of the water and its nature 

quantity; but no notice was taken of this. 
'The SECHETAUY FOR AGRICl'LTURE: This came 
nml~r the \\'orks Department.] No; I say 
r•wphatically that the Department of Agricul­
ture hnd onlv to do with it. 'The well was sunk 
um1 widenocl, and I think the man in charge 
of the ';ork was even against it. Now a 
contract has been lot to a deep-well boring 
~mnpany be· the Department of ~'<griculture to 
sink the i'. ell another 50 feet, at a cost of 
£275. [The SECRETARY FOR AGRICLiLTURE: 
Y cu mir;ht tell the truth.] 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 
C,lr. \YHITE: I am telling the truth, as far 

as I know. [The SECRETARY FOR AGRICUL­
TLiRE: Ah ~] Well, the pump was put in and 
the whole of the water was exhausted in two 
hour"·· I can toll the Minister for Agriculture 
thHt it was the laughing-stock of the whole 
district, and I have been asked why I have 
not brought this matter before the House 
sooner. Of course the doctor has nob bled 
the Pros, and the Ministry ; but I can say 
that he never gave any definite advice with 
regard to this industry. I may here mention 
that, in reply to a telegram from the Isis 
farmers in regard to the graRshopper plague, 
Dr. Maxwell informed them that if they put 
hot water on the grasshoppers it would kill 
them. It reminds me of a bit of advice 
that was once given with regard to catDh­
ing birds: "Put a bit of salt on their 
tails." As far as the Woongarra scheme is 
concerned, private capital might have put it 
through, but I do not think that such work 
should be in the hands of a private company. 
I think that these water-rights should be thll 
property of the land-owners in the several 
districts; but some forty out of eighty-four 
of the hnd-owners signed a petition in con­
nection with the matter, and they said that Dr. 
:Yiaxwell had advised them to "go slow," 
and wait further advice from him. That 
is the only advice he has given. I think 
there are only one or two farmers in the whole 
district who can say they have received any 
advantage from Dr. JYiaxwell. [The TREA­
srRER: Then it waJ very unwise on the part of 
the latB Govemment to appoint him.] The 
late Government were forced into the position 
of appointing· him, and the people of the 
llundaber_g district had a good deal to do 
with it. If thev had bePn able to keep Dr. 
'.Ianvell to then1s"lves. he would have been a 
splendid man. I believe he is a scientific 
expert, and if his whole attention had been 
devoted to this question, he would have clone 

good \\ •,)rk for the g,ro\vers in the sugar 
bn,inc c,s, and it \You! cl have been an object 
lesson for the whole of the State of <iueensland. 
But unfortunately the appointmeut was under 
the Government,· and his services were taken 
a\vay for other purpose~, and during the vvhole 
of his tinK here his services have not been at the 
dispoca] of those who were' paying part of his 
.salary and half the expenses of the bureau. 
..:.-\s far as agricHlturo is concerned, the country 
· :uuld h 1Ye got a ..-er:_v good investment, if 
it had been entirely in rhe hands of the people 
of that district. Coming- to Dr. Maxwell as 
comptroller of central mills, I should like to 
k11ow -.,-vhat qualifications Dr. :\1axvvell has for 
that appo!11trnent. Has he e,~er 1nanaged a 
central ::;ug·ar-mill? I-I a." he had any cxperieuce 
in buying cane or selling sugar? If the 
Government had appointed Dr. ~\Iaxwell to 
see to the growing of cane the department to 
\\ lrir~h he vYas appointed orig·inally--[The 
TuEASL'REH: And where he did no good!) 
K o, he did no g·ood. J;,?cause he vv as taken 
a1vay too n1w h. He states in his 01fl1 n"'port, 
,,,hich I have here. that on- the sugar experi~ 
mcnt stations in ::\lackay he has be~n able to 
uwke a dear profit of £2.~) per acre on non­
irrigated cane, ~sith deep cultivation. If the 
f ~overnnwut had really w<J.nted to as:-:~ist sugar­
gro•.l crs out of the financial difficulties 
thoy are i11, ·why do they not appoint Dr. 
=•laxwell to supPrvisc and take over the whole 
system of growing cane for the central sugar­
mills. [The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC'CI,TURE: 
There are thirccc'1 experiment stations.] But 
this would be a better way than experimental 
stations, if he could experiment with large 
areas. [The SF'cnETARY FOE AGRICL'LTURE: Ex­
periment stations are experimenting with land.] 
There arc about 30,000 acres of land connected 
with the sugar-mills. He summarises the prac­
tical results for the vear. If he could make 
2:Js. an acre on 30,000 acres, he would clear 
off the whole of the debt of the mills in one 
year, and the whole debt of the State in about 
ton years. Therefore, I think the Government 
have made a very serious blunder in appoint­
ing Dr. Maxwell as comptroller of sugar-mills 
when he could have clone so much in the posi­
tion to which he \\'as originally appointed­
the· growing of sugar-cane. I have heard it 
,tated that the ya[ue of the wool on a sheep's 
back went clown the .,hcep's throat; and to a 
certain extent this is applicable to the sugar 
industry. The sugar is to a great extent made 
in tho field. Good and deep cultiYation makes 
good can<', and if ym1 haYe good cane you will 
get good results in the mill. There is no diffi­
culty after the cane has gone to the mill in 
checking the results, as to whether so many 
tons of cane make so many tons of sugar. 
\Vhen the central mills were originally started, 
it was for a twofold object-to settle the people 
on the land to get the best results out of that 
land, and to giYe the people on the land a 
market for their products. The central mills 
were a splendid thing for the people, and the 
State should take into consideration what the 
mills are doing. In an ordinary season they 
ought at least to produce 60,000 tons of sugar­
taking a very low estimate. That is £600,000, 
and if thP State is £600,000 richer in a year, we 
should do all we can for the contra! mills. 
They arc not all behind: after all, it is only 
th8 mills in the Southern parts of the State 
which aro behind. [The Pr:E;IiiER: That is 
wt so. J \Vith the exception of the Proser­

pine. It is all rig-ht for the doctor to tell the 
~\lini£ter for Agriculture that if you appoint 
him to control these sug-ar-mills you will have 
g·ood financial results The coming season will 
gi'"" each of the mills a good return, especially 
tho mill in m" district. which will show a clear 
profit of at least £4,000 after paying expenses 
[Mr. KENNA: Is that Gin Gin?] Yes. I think 
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Dr. }la."X.well. ,;hell he \\as laying that rE'port 
before tho ::llinister for Agriculture. ouirht to 
have explained that when central inills'-- were 
first organised the pricE' of sugar \Yas about 
£12, and at the pre,ent time it has g;ono 
clown to about £8 a ton. ::\o one could have 
kno\vn that sugar ~.vas ~oing to c o do1.vn to 
that price. ::\o one could have told that we 
were going to ha ye <t protracted drought in the 
,sugar districts of l~uecn:;;land. I drove in last 
night from an irrigat.ion Inceting \vith a gcntlc­
n1an who \Vas lar::-.ely interested in sugar~ and 
he tolc1 me that him £28.000 clurinf! the 
la'::':t few year:::. rcceiviug a pfnn"~'. and 
\v.ithout taking· anY 011 the n1on~ev in-
vested in thF· '-- n1ilfs, to 11ay \Y~)rking cxp~nses 
and keep the thing going· and keep the people 
on the land. The Goyernnwnt are in the ~an1e 
poeition. Practically. tlw appointment of Dr. 
:I! axwell i,; actnally putting in the bailiff to 
those who are behind ,.·ith their payments. 
If any financial institution was to treat the 
sugar-mills in the same \~ay. it -.,yould be yery 
disastrous to (,lueen ,]and. The Secretary for 
Agriculture and the Treasurer have seen' that 
t-hese mill~ have got int-o a bad position. They 
are perfectly justified in looking after their own 
interest,s, but they are not justifwcl in incrca,;­
ing the expenditure in connection with those 
mills by putting a bailiff in. I presume the 
cost in connection with the comptroller will 
not be less than £6.000. [The TREAScRER: 
\Yhy would not the. Government be justified 
in doing that. if it i~ t-he only \Yay they can get 
their money?] I maintain it is not the only 
wav. The better "·av would have been to let 
Dr~ :}fax\Yell take ent~re charge of thP gl'O\ving­
of sugar. If vnn can a-row sugar-cane at a 
profit ~of £2.1 a;1 acre. th'at is a practical result 
which should be followed up. Some of the 
su~ar-mills in QuePn~land haYe got a~ g·ood a 
directorate o£ nwnagC'n1ent a:-; it is possible to 
get. In his fir>r report when he came to 
C)ueensland the dock•r said that both the cen­
tral mills and pri;-ate mills "ere macerating· 
too much. That was the onlv fault he had to 
find. hut not one of the Stli!:ar-mills altered 
their system of maceration cat the instance 
of Dr ::\Iax \Yell: 'ne! if he takes anv 
steps to i11terferc ~Yith the maceration proceS:; 
as ac1opted in Qneeneland sugar-mill'. thev 
will shoY. a greater la" than eyer thev did 
before: but I do not think he will attempt to 
carry out what he adYocated in that resnect. 
Eve;, the ·' Ewa.'' in Honolulu. which is "held 
up as a modPl mill. thev have• altered their 
proccs.-:.. aud are 111acerating since Dr. :}lax­
well left. which shows that the svstem in 
(Jueemland ill fairly good. and that the doctor 
either made a mistake in advising them to 
change, their syste1n of n1aceration or ad1nits 
his error 110\Y. ~.\s far as the suo:ar inJustrv 
is conccrn0d. the doctor knew p~rfectly well 
what he a:: doing· when he g-ot the )Jn'sent 
Govf'rnment t{) appoint. hirn as comptro]]cr for 
another three years. As I saicl when the 
sugar-mills ··:ere first instituted, the price of 
sugar, 88 per cent. standard. wa,...; about £12 a 
t.on. The Gern1an beet ;-;up:ar indnstrv, -wbich 
really controls the market of the v orlci. in 1892 
wail £6 a ton: in J D03. £8 Ss. per ton: and in 
1904, £8 12s. 6d. : and to-day the actual price 
is £9 per ton for beet sug·ar. The present 
price being offpred for Que~'n:-;land .,ugar is 
not quite so high. but tlwre is no doubt 
':hat thP price of nur sugars will increase 
and the bonus this year. with the price that 

the Colonial Sugar Refining Com­
[10.30 p.m.] pany has put forward, will be 

better than in any previous year. 
Tho prier., for granulated white sugars for the 
same vc·trs that I ha;-c alreaclv referred to 
wero--'.£7 \Js., £9 15s., £10 10s., a~d £11 Gs. Se!. 

so that the doctor has just taken 
these mills at the end of the 
thL' sugar is incn'asing i11 price 

are bound to be a success under 
circurnstunccs, and I collsider the money 

Y.'astecl in appointing hiru to take 
charge• of mills. As a rule. scientific men 

no q1(~cial forte for dealing with n1011. 
m u to take' charge of these mills should 

bu a, Ll<.l.ll who knows all abOLlt advance:::; and 
li(•ns r>!i cost of firing, and any quantity 
of thin·~s with all duo deference to Dr. 
::~ l_ax\~ l'll, ! not think he kuov ;_; rnuch about. 
I have just down a fl'w thing~; here. 
The Jit.<t thihg required is an ample supply of 
c~ne for the mill-and that has been the whole 
trouble in the Southern part of the State, and, 
if either the T rcasurer or the comntroller 

to rcclncc the price of cane, clo"v.·n will 
co<nu supply of cane to the mills. The 
SLlf!:Clr-gr(Y\Y<'l"~ will not grow cane unless it 
pays trtom to do so. I think that, ill the 
future, they will be able to gd a reasonahlo 
price for their cane, and, as far as the Gin 
Gin mill is coucerned, there are probably 1,000 
n.c~·(~s rnore under cane this vcar than ever 
there were bdoro, and that was planted before 
l }w doctor was appointed comptroller at all. 
{:\I r. :!'IIARTIJ>:: It might be clue to Federal legis­
lation.] ::\o: it was the price of maize that 
die! it. [_Mr. KENNA: What proportion of these 
L 000 ac-res will get the bonus?] A gooc1 deal 
of it. The next thing to consider is that the 
cane 1nust be sound, sweet, and of good 
'iH":il y. so that the few est number of tons 
will n 1ake a certain quantity of sugar. Then 
the cane mnst he produced at a profit to the 
gro·vcr. 1n these respects I think the doctor 
is ' ell c;uitc•cl to take charge of those mills, 
ancl I lwlieve that if the Government 
bad appointed him to ·look after these things, 
lw would ha;-e done good service, not 
onlv to the State. but to the farmers. 
ThZ' CioYernruent should instruct Dr. ;\Iaxwell 
to deYote more attention to the land 
than to the mills. and. if they do that, I am 
quite sure that the r< ,ults will be good. Since 
the- Secretary for Agriculture made his speech 
last week. I have rec:cived four lPtters-one of 
them was handed to me just as I was lcavillg 
Bunclaherg last night. The writers of these 
letters state rlistiuctlv that. if thov had fol­
lowed the adYico given b:-, Dr. Manvell. irriga­
tion would not ha-..e taken place. so far as that 
dist.l~ict is concerned. The~ were sinking in 
the reel snil, and he said: ··It is no use siuking 
there. You will neYer get water there. You 
must go back to the forest land near the coast. 
and you will get wah•r there." and he indi­
cated the place where they were likely to got 
wat<>r. They sank there without getting water, 
and. as a consequence. they lost a whole 
st~a,,on. Th0y then CJ.me back and sank on the 
red soil. where they had originally intondNl 
~inking, a-I~d got :,uffic;cnt water to irrigate 
230 acres. I ~Jo not --;s ish to mention the narnes 
of the.~e gt-mtlcn1cn in th':' House, but I can 
show the letter ·J to the Secrehry for Agricul­
ture. and he will see that Dr. :!'v1axwcil harl 
o.bsol utdy nothing to do with the success of 
the irrirral-lon in tho.-.:e easc"l. Th0 fir~t of th0 
pro!Trf'ssive DH'a.sures vvhich are foreshadowed 
in the Speech arc a Franchise Bill and an 
Elections BilL In seconding the Address in 
Replv last sc>:-sion I stated that I was dis­
appomtecl with the measures which were to be 
brought bPfore the House. This vear I am 
considerably more disappointed. The present 
Government took nine months to consider 
what they would bring forward, and they now 
l.ring forward these measures. How will a 
:Franchise Bill or an Elections Bill give one 
man employment, and we are told there are 
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lots of uuemployed? \V ill these Bills help the 
'I'reaRUl'Cr to balance expenditure and income? 
[;'vir Bcneows: They will give a lot of men 
\\'ork J llcn~unerativc work'( [1\lr. BunRO\VS: 
Certainly. The Bills will have to be printed, 
anc! the> will find WOl'k for men in tho Go­
vcrnnwnt Printiug Offico.] ~~he rnoncv for 
printing these Bills wiil ha ,-e to come out of 
tl-o pockets of Lhe people I represent. There is 
not " Bill mentioned here that will not simply 
111crca~e c-;;:peuchture. rrhe next Bill men­
t~oned is a Bill for a refercndurn on the ques­
t.:.cn of the l1Lli11bcr of nu:rnbers in this House. 
Tile Premier >\as good enough to say, in 
reply to an intcrj ection made by me the 
othcr nig·ht, that I h'l.d not considered 
the r .CLttcr twenty-four hours, and he had 
con, iderc I it. X ow, last year I mentioned the 
n1 t.ttor wh0n sp{ :tking on the Address in 
HPply. l stated that the matter had been de­
cided by a n1ajority of the electors in 1902, 
aml that the majority of members in this 
HonRo were pledged to support a reduction of 
LlL'mbu_·s, and, thut if the House absolutely 
rc·fnscc!. 1.o deal with the question, and with a 
Rociskibut<on of Seats Bill. it should be sub­
mitted to a refc'rendum. But I only suggested 
that in the event of this House declining to 
deal with the matter itself. I am still of 
the opinion that this House has a mand<ete 
frurn the pcoph• in fayour of a substantial re­
ductio" of the number of members. If the 
GoyerurrH nt t<ucccec1 in carrying their Bill 
remitt.ing the (ruestion to the electors, it will 
not onlv be a referendum. but it will be a re­
n-'latim~ to the Government, if the Press and 
huu. nwrn hers rcfrJ.in fl~orn interfering in the 

but leave the people to act entirely 
ot1 own account, lcaYing thern to say 
whethc'r there shall be fiftv members or forty 
L~m:,ers. or any other nurnbcr. I believe that 
we 1night g( ~. on if we had a com1nissioner to 
rule the whole State and carry out the existing 
la·v~, g-i\·~ng us a rest for a time from experi­
uwn(al lcg-i.slatjou. If hon. members opposite 
,-ant to follow th" morlel of the Federal Pm·lia­
n1cnt. why do they not have nine memhers, 
the sam•' &<' in the Federal Parliament? I 
think nine members could control this Sta-Le 
just "' well as this Parliament. [Mr. 
Bl'HIWWS: How do you know they arc not 

to do tlmt ?] l shall certainly vote 
E , e1e rcfel'cndurn proposal unlf-ss the 
r.mttN· is first submitted to this House. There 
is OllC' rna tt(~r that I forgot to mention in con­
,- dion with Dr. ]\lax well's appointment. 
\Yith reference to the claim put forward by the 

I can only say that the growers 
are aYcrse to paying their share of the 
inclc:,L:c!n< '<S up to the time that D1'. lYiaxwell 

appointed Comptroller of the Cent<ral 
b1..H· tho Governn1cn1~ ought to relieve 

thf•m frorn paying any further assessrrwnts, 
,,,.,,ll i' that is done. the experimental 

and the sugar bureau should be 
lmndccl OV<'l" to the planters, otherwise it is 
w~;nlP~s. Bnt there is a constitutional point 
i.ha~. has not been touched on. In the reply 
s,,nt to the plan'ers the Treasurer stated that 
he rlirl see what they had to complain of, 
as in Dr. ="Iaxwell's salarv '' ould be 
pairl out of the consolidated revenue. Now, I 
am of opinion that the Government are not 
justifil'd in doing that. because section 90 of 
thf' Commonwealth Constitution Act pro­
•.rides :--~ 

On the impol:'ition of nnlform dnt;e~ of Cn~toms. the 
l10Wer or the Parliament to impo~P dut't-es of Custom~ and 
excise, and to grant bonntle:;; on the production or 
export of gocHt~, shall become exclusive. 

[The PREMIER: How does that apply?] In this 
way: that Dr. J\I axwell's salary is equal to a 

]!J04-N 

bonus to the central sugar-mills, if his ser­
vices are of any value at all, that is not en­
joyed by the other mills or thB other growers 
of the Sta,te. They say that the value of this 
man's servicoo is £3,000 a year, and that is 
undoubtedly a bonus to the central rnill su~~ar" 
growers. l think the whole lJody of the P<"Jple 
have just causE> of complaint that this salary is 
to be paid out of the consolidated revenue. 
This is a question that will be brought up later 
on, and I leave it now to those 1 • ho ha Ye rnore 
kno\Yl<'dgC' of legal rnatters thau I haYe. In 
any case I think it is a fair thing that the 
a8;essrnont should be discontinued. I kno1"'-' of 
one man in the Bundaber;t district who shortly 
after Dr. :\iaxwell wa.s appointed was assessed 
at £400, and he never saw Dr. 1\faxwell. After 
a great deal of trouble hB made an appoint­
ment •.vith him to go out to the plantation, and 
before they had t;:ot ha!: way Dr. :\laxwei 1 

remarked upon the ~Teat distance the planta­
tion was from town, and that he had to be 
back by 6 o'clock. He stayed there an hour 
and a-half and g·ave the planter some advice 
as to \vhether he shot.lld irrig·ate or not, and he 
ultimately told him to do nothing· further until 
he heard frorn hirn again. The planter never 
heard from him, .nd that advice not only pre­
vented him from irrigating but cost him £400. 
All t,hc other industries of the State have 
their experts, but the sugar industry is the 
only one '"hich is called upon to pay for its 
expert. I should like before closing to men­
tion the '6ecretary for ..:-\.griculture' s referencE' 
to a member of another House, whom he' 
a~cnsc·d of going them to represent the i\Ianu­
fac turers' L'nion. I think that was a most 
unfair a·-wrtion. Ko man in the State has 
done more for it and for the sngar industry. 
He has spent no less than £40,000 in irrigation. 
and he has he6n patriotic ououg-h to have all 
his machinery manufactured in the State, 
although he could ha;-e !fOt it for £2,0CO less 
from Glasgow. I think the hon. o·entleman's 
reference to that gentleman was -unjust and 
tmollc l for. and I regret that such an effort 
should be made to cli~credit a 1nan \Yho has 
rlone so much for Queensland. 

:\!r. FOX: I bee;· to moye the adjoumment 
of the debate. 

Question put and passed; and the re·cump­
tion of tho clcbat0 m"cle an Order of the Day 
for to~morro\v. 

The House adjourned at niuce rnin!ltC·' to 11 
o'clock. 




