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J<'RJDAY, lG OCTOBER, 1903. 

The SPEA~ER (Hon. A. S. Cowley, HcriJert) 
tonk the chmr at half-past 3 o'clock. 

QUESTION. 
CmmrrroN OF s.s. "YARALLA." 

:\lr. TURNER (Rockhru,,pton North) asked 
the Trea~urer-

1. Has his attention berm culled to a ship named 
·· Yaralla" being sent to :-:;ea and returned to p~Jrt, in 
-an unseaworthy condition~ 

2. 1Yill he make full in({Uiry into the matter~ 

The TREASURER (Hon. W. Kidston, 
Rockhrcmpton) replied-

1. 1I.v attention has been called to the case of the 
;;.~. ·• Yaralla." 

:! . • )n the retnrn of the vessel to Brisbane, t.he Port­
master CQnvcned a meeting of the J.'l)trine Board to 
reviev:t the reports of the surveyors made before she 
left, and :d~o the rc"nlt of the inspection since her 
rM.nrn. 'rltey found that th.· shi'p was quite seaworthv 
when she left, but having met heavy weather 61l mile-s 
t' -~~t of Cape Moretou, "\Vhen lwr pnmps choked, she 
rrtnrned to port. l::lhe ha.-. now again proceeded on her 
TOyage. 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 2. 
ASflEii'l'. 

The SPEAKER: I have to inform the House 
that I this day presented to the Governor Appro­
priation Bill No. 2, and that HiH Excellency was 
pleased, in my presence, to subscribe his assent 
thereto in the name and on behalf of His 
j\lajesty. 

SUPPLY. 
RESL"MPT!Oii OF COMMITTEE. 

LAND COURT. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
moved th3.t £1.7!10 be granted for the "Land 
Court." This vote was increased by £80, which 
was brought about by an increase of £150 in 
tra veiling expenses and a reduction of £70 in 
salaries, the result being a net increa•e of £80. 
'With reference to a qnestion asked by the hon. 

member for IS orth Brisbane the previous even­
ing about certain runs, he might state that the 
figures were being prepared, and that he should be 
glad to give the information later on. 

HoN. R. PHILP said he had previously inti· 
mated k the Minister that he would ask whether 
the Government intended to introduce a Cattle­
stealing Bill this session, and he would now ask 
the hon. gentlemen to be good enough to give him 
an answer to that question. He was sure that 
the bon. gentleman and every member of the 
House must recogni"e the urgent necessity for 
Huch a mea~ure. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
replied that the ban. member bad int1mated his 
intention of "ski ne: this question. but he (the Sec­
retary for Public Lands) thought that a question of 
this sort would be more proper;y addreseed to the 
hon. gentleman at the bead of the Government 
or the Attorney-General. He quite agreed that 
some fresh legislation was needed on this subject, 
but whether it would be introduced this session 
be was afraid was rather doubtful. He did not 
think it was likely that any legislation would be 
introduced this session in addition to that which 
the Premier had intimat<·d to the Honse. 

HoN. R. PHILP asked what quantity of 
Tarampa Estate had been sold, and when the 
:\linister pnrposed offering the balance of the 
estate for sale? 

The SECRETARY FOR PlTBLIC LANDS 
replied that the Under Secretary had not got 
that inf,mnatiun here, but that he had telephoned 
for information as to the exact area sold. \Vith 
regard to the balance of the estate, he understood 
that a portion required to be drained before it 
was offered for sale. The matter had not come 
before him, and so far no decision had been 
com~ to as to when the balance of the land would 
be offered for sale. 

HoN. J. F. G. l''OXTO:::\ : With reference to 
the area which required draining in order to 
make it avctilable, he understood that an expen­
diture of about £200 would render the whole of 
that area, with the exception of the centre of a 
big lagoon, which was known as I .. ake England, 
avail:tble for immediate selection. [The PRE· 
1IIEH: \\'bat i" the area"] He could not tay 
exactly, but in a wet season there must be 2,000 
acre", at lEast, covered by water; possibly there 
might be more at this moment. He was not 
sa~guine that, e,~en when drained, the land 
wc•uld turn out to be good agricultural land, as 
there was bound to be clay immediately under 
the snrface; but he understoud that it would 
become excellent pasture land, admirably snited 
for dairying purpose~, as acceRsory to land 
immediately adjacent to it, which was splendid 
agricultnral land. Of course, it would take 
some time after the drainage had been effected 
before it could be thrown open for selection to 
the greatest advantage, as it would ta!:e some 
time for herbage and grass to grow upon 1t ; and 
he would sw;gest that it might be desirable, 
when the drainage was coml'leted, to put it 
under grass before throwing it open. 

l\lr. P.AGET s:tid he was anxious to give the 
~linister for Lands an opportunity of replying 
to a charge made by the hon. member for B~rr~m 
last night with respect to the Land Court s1ttmg 
with closed doors. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He was afraid be could not give the hon. member 
the information be asked for. If such a circum­
stance ever did occnr-[Hon. R. PHILP: Did it 
happen at all ?]-if it ever did occur, it occurred 
before he went to the department, and probably 
the hon. member for Carnarvon could tell the 
hon. member more than he could. It was cer· 
tainly an unusual thing. He had had a good deal 
to do with the Land Court, and he had never 
observed the slightest disposition on the part 
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of the court to sit with closed doors. He was 
surprised to hear it stated that they had done 
so. If the hou. member for }Iackay wa" curious 
about the matter, he would ask him to mter­
rogate the hon. member for Burrum on the sub­
ject. 

::\fr. PAGET: It was not curiosity that led 
him to ask the question, but a desire that the 
hon. gentleman should be able to clear the 
characters of a body of gentlemen who were 
officers in his department. [Tbe·SECHETARY FOH 
PGBLIC LA~DS : They are not officers of the 
department ; they are the servants of Parlia­
ment.] At any rate, their travelling expenses 
were in his Estimatee. [Hon. R. PHILP : And 
the Minister ought to defend them.] \Vhat the 
Committee wanted to know was whether such a 
thing had happened or not. 

Ho~ . • T. F. G. FOXTOX : HB did not know 
why allusion had been made to him, for he had 
never heard of such an occurrence until he heard 
the hon. member for Burrum make the state­
ment last night. He knew nothing whatever 
about it, and he might tell the Minister for 
Lands that he simply did not believe 1t; and if 
half a dozen hon. members on the other side were 
to say that such a thing had occurred he would 
not believe it. He would say either they were 
misinfornJed or were making a deliberate attempt 
to mislead the House. But the charge having 
been made, they should get to the bottom of it, 
and the person responsible for the Estimates and 
for the general conduct of the Lands Depart­
ment was the Minister in charge of tb>tt depart­
ment. If a charge was made against the judges 
of the Supreme Court, the Committee would ask 
the Attorney-General to see whether it was 
correct or not, and be prepared with the infor­
mation on the subject. \V ere he in the position 
of the hon. gentleman he should have asked the 
IJand Court, who were a judicial tribunal-such 
a charge having been made-whether they had 
any explanation to give, or desired to give any. 
Seeing that they had no opportunity of speaking 
in the House, or writing to the Press, it was due 
to them, and to the position they occupied, that 
the Minister should tell the Committee whether 
this thing occurred, or deny that anything of the 
sort took place. 

Mr. J. LEAHY: In the estimate there was 
au item of travelling expenses for the Land 
Court. If that body deliberately broke the 
law, as stated by the hon. member for Burrum, 
the Committee should give them no travelling 
expenses. He might say that be did not believe 
a word of it, but as the charge bad been made, 
it was the duty of the Minister to im estigate 
it, and inform the Committee as to the result. 
It was certainly the duty of the hon. gentle­
man to ascertain the facts, and it was the right 
of the Committee to be made acquainted with 
them. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
did not think it could be fairly said that any­
thing had occurred which would warrant the 
Committee in hesitating to grant the "travel­
ling expenses" of tbe Land Court. After the 
hon. member for Burrum repeated bst night the 
rumour he had heard in regard to certain con· 
duct of the Land Court, he had interrogated the 
hon. member on the m~tter, and that hon. mem· 
ber said he "'ould endeavour to get further infor­
mation. \Vh en he (the Secretary for Public 
Lands) got that further information, he would 
make further in<]uiries into the matter. But 
really he did not take a very serious view of 
the matter, for such a proceeding was absolutely 
contrary to the whole line of conduct of the 
Land Court ; but, in the meantime, be thought 
that, without any undue rashness, the Committee 
might fairly assent to this item. 

HoN. R. PHI LP did not believe for a moment, 
that the Land Court had ever been held with 
closed doors, and he had never heard the state­
ment until made by the hon. member for 
Burrum. He wished to point out that the 
gentlemen comprising the Land Board were 
largely responsible for the repurchase of all the 
agricultural estates that had been bought 
except those which had been purchased through 
the direct authority of Parliament. He would 
also point out that by the last statement issued 
by the Department of Public Lands, leaving 
out Tarampa, it was shown that £700,000 had 
been spent in 'buying estates, including the 
Seaforth Estate, and out of those estates 
they had sold land to the value of .£661,465 ; 
the sales of timber, etc., amounted to .£12,000 
odd ; auction sales had realised .£33, 000 odd, 
and still there were 30,000 acres of these lands, 
valued at something like £83,000, left unsold. 
If not an acre of the land left was sold, still the 
country had done a splendid thing nut of those 
purchases. The Agricultural Lands Purchase 
Act was one of the best Acts that had ever been 
passed. Under that Act they had obtained 
some of the best class of selectors for agricultural 
settlement, and a lot of traffic had been brought 
to the State railways. He hoped the present 
Government would not hesitate in buying more 
estates close to the railways, in order to 
settle people on the land. He had hoped that 
the Gm'ernment would have announced that they 
bad already bought the Glengallan Estate, which 
he believed had been reported on favourably by 
the Land Court and by his colleague, :Mr. Fox ton. 
The present Minister for Lands had said that a 
portion nf that estatu was kept back-that 
the Crown would get a portion and the re­
mainder would be left in the hands of the owners. 
That was a bad policy for the State. The 
Government should either bny the whole 
of an estate or none of it. The late Gm·ern­
ment had bought a portion of an estate at 
£2 12s. Gd. per acre, and afterwards the owners 
offered the remainder at £5 an acre. The Go­
vernment by buying a portion of the estate had 
put an incre:tsed value on the balance, and 
that should not be done again. [An honourable 
member: Do you say thl" Government bought 
the whole estate?] He thought so at the time; 
hut be was not Minister for Lands. There was 
no reason why the Government should not buy 
the Glengallan Estate, as it had been favourably 
reported on, especially as it was alongside a main 
line of railway. It would be better for the State 
if farmers got such land as that at a fair price, 
rather than that they should pay 2s. 6d, an acre 
for land 30 or 40 miles from a railway. Too 
much could not be given for good land, and he 
thought that nearly the whole of this land was 
good. He would like to see the Government buy 
this estate and other estates where there was any 
likelihood of settlE>ment going on close to the 
railways now in existence. 

The CHAIRMAN : I wish to point out that 
it is not in order to discuss the general policy of 
the Lands Department with regard to the Agri­
cultural Lands Repurchase Act. The d1scnssion 
must now be confined to the Land Court. It 
would have been mMe in order to have discussed 
thiB matter on the first vote. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LA:L\DS: 
He agreed with the Chairman's. ruling;_ but ~e 
thought be might be allowed a little lat1tude m 
discnssing the question of repurchased estates. 
\Vith regard to Glengallan Estate, they had got 
till the end of the month to decide whether thPy 
would purchase it or not, and an announcement 
would be made with regard to that estate before 
that time came. "With regard to the whole 
ques<ion of repurchased estat:s,_ the. fullest 
credit was due to the late Admm1stratwn, and 
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to the late Premier, for having initiated that 
policy. [Hon. R. PHILP: I am not fishing for com­
pliments.] He was not saying the hon. member 
was, but it was only right and becoming that 
he (Mr. Bell) should say that. As far as the 
policy had been pursued, it had been most 
successful, for out of the extensive transactions 
that bad taken place between selectors and the 
f1overnment there was only £12,000 in arrears. 

~fr. ·wHITE (JJius_gr-at·c) was very glad to 
bear the remarks of the hon. member for J\Jackay 
with regard to the Land Court, and be thought 
it would facilitate matters very much if the hon. 
member for Burrum would make an unqualified 
withdrawal of the allegations he made last night. 
That would be very satisfactory; or if the hon. 
member could substantiate the charges he had 
made, he should bring them forward in a proper 
way. It was unfair to the Lan<i Court and to 
this House to make such allegations and this 
estimate should not be passed unles~ the hon. 
member gave some explanation or w~thdrew his 
allegations. 

;\fr. MARTIN (But·rum) : He had no 
inclination to withdraw the statement he made 
last night. He had stated that it was reported 
that the inquiry was held as to the throwing 
open of certain lands in the Burnett with closed 
doors. He further stated that an officer had 
been sent up to report on the resumption of part 
of those leases and that he haC! gone on the spree. 
He was not going to withdraw those statements, 
until he found that they were absolutely incorrect. 

He said last night it wag a rumour, 
[-! p.m.] and hA believed, from what he 

had heard and what he had seen, 
that there was a good de:o~l of truth in it. 
[Hon. R. PHILP: \Vhen did you hear this 
report first '?] He would prove that later on. 
\Vith regard to travelling expenses, he noticed 
that they bad been increased, and, no doubt, the 
duties appertaining to the court bad been 
increased also. There was one matter that 
wanted altering, and that was the practice of 
requiring selectors who had complied with the 
provisions of the law to go before the court and 
provA that they had done so. If the ranger had 
anything to bring against them in connection 
with not fulfilling the conditions, it would be 
right to ask the men to travel to some convenient 
centre; but when a man had fulfilled all the 
conditions, it was not right that he should be 
compelled to travel 50 or 60 or 80 miles to prove 
his bond fides. Selectors would rather put in a 
month on their selections than go for five minutes 
before any court. 

Hor>. D. H. DALRYMPLE: The bon. mem­
ber for Bm·rum had made a charge, by innuendo, 
in repeating a report which he was not prepared 
to say he sanctioned himself. It was not for the 
hon. member to say he was not going to with­
draw the charge till he found it was incorrect ; 
it was his business to find out whether it was cor­
rect before making the charge. He supposed the 
hon. member would condemn a man, ruin his 
reputation, and then try him. He did not know 
what was the hon. member's idea of fair play. 
If the proceedings of the Committee were some­
what delayed, the blame must rest on the shoul­
ders of the hon. member for Burrum-if, indeed, 
the Secretary for Lands was not also somewhat 
blamable. The charge was that a court was held 
with clCJsecl doors, which he was given to under­
stand was an illegal proceeding. [The PRE:IlTER: 
It was an inquiry, not a court.] He presumed 
the court held the inquiry. [The PREi\l!ER : ~ ot 
neceosarily.J In any case, the matter should be 
cleared up, and the Secretary for Lands was the 
proper official to clear it up, seeing that he was 
the link between Parliament ~ncl the Land 

Court. It was the business of the hon. gentle­
man to defend the officers of his department and 
explain any charges made against the department 
or anything that came on the Estimates of the 
department. The honour of the department was 
in the hands of the hem. gentleman; he was the 
advocate of the department; and he was not 
doing his duty if he did not instantly make 
inquiry, and give an explanation when such a 
charge wa' made. He believed the necessary 
information could be got from the Under Secre­
tary, or it could be got by wire from the Land 
Court. [The PRE:IIIER: The Land Court was 
never in question until you brought it in.] He 
bid it down as a general principle that the 
officials of the department, whose salaries appeared 
on the };stimates, depended upon the :Minister for 
their exculpation if charges were made against 
them. \Vhoever made the inquiry, if the inquiry 
was improperly conducted, the Minister for Lands 
should welcome the opportunity to deal with such 
a charge. It was clearly his duty, and he asked 
the hon. gentleman to be good enough to do so. 
It was clearly the duty of the Secretary for 
Lands to have made inquiries yesterday. It was 
not fair to allow his supporter to fling mud at 
the officials of the Land Court, and he asked the 
hon. gentleman to say whether he had any 
information to give the Committee as to the 
truth of the statement. 

The PREMIER: The hon. memher's zeal for 
the honour of the officers of the Land Court 
was rather remarkable. He would point out to 
the hon. gentlema,n, to his leader, and to the 
late Secretary for Lands, that they had been 
defending officers of the Land Court who had 
never been traduced d11ring the course of the 
debate. [Hon. ,J. F. G. FoxTON: \Vbat! Not 
last night?] He wanted to fasten the hon. 
gentleman rlown to the position be had taken up 
that afternoon. He had been allowing his indig­
nation to carry him away. He and his colleagues 
had heen defending the members of the Land 
Conrt. [Hon. D. H. DALRYi\IPLE : Or any other 
borly who has been traduced.] They had been 
defending the integrity of the Land Court 
against some imaginary charge. Now, if they 
had taken tbe trouble to look into the fact~ of 
the case, they would have found that no sugges­
tion of improper conduct was made against 
the Land Court by the hon. member for 
Burrum. [Hon. J. F. G. FoxTON: Nonsense! 
Downright nonsense !] It was, therefore, 
quite unnecessary for the hon. gentleman to 
get up and fulminate against the Secretary for 
Lands for not defending the members of the 
Land Court against a charge which was never 
made against them. All that indignation was 
simply "sound and fnry, signifying nothing." 
The hen. member for Burrum referred to some 
rumour that was cm rent--in his own district, he 
presumed-that an inquiry into the quality of 
certain lands in his district bad been held with 
closed doors. [::\Ir. PAGET: By tlw Land Court 
-he used the words " by the Land Court."] X o 
-an inquiry which might have been made by 
any officer of the Lands Depart,ment or by any­
body. [Hon. J. F. f1. :FoxTON : He said the 
Land Court.] The hon. member for Burrum 
said he did not say so. [Hon. D. H. DALRYi\!PLE: 
\Vhy does he not say so?] It was quite possible 
that an inquiry might have been made by some­
body who was not an officer of the Lands 
Department. [Hon. D. H. DALHY:IIPLE: \Vby 
did the bnn. member make the charge on the 
Lands Estimate'?] Because it applied to land. 
Seeing that no ~harge has been marle against the 
Land Court, it was unnecessary for the Secre­
tary for Lands to get up and enter into a heroic 
defence of officers against whose integrity no 
charge bad been made. 
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HoN. J. F. G. :B'OXTON was not g-oing to 
eccuse the Premier of emitting "sound and 
fury" when speaking, but he did take exception 
to hi< remarks with reference to the statement 
of the hon. member for Bnrrurn. He had 
liRtened very attentively to that hon. member. 
It was possible that the serious charge made by 
the brm. member against other officers of the 
Lands D.·part.ment had, for the time being, over­
shadowed what was said by the hon. member in 
regard to the Land Court itself, but the hon. 
member certainly did say that an inquiry had 
been made-and be understood the hon. member 
to say by the Land Court-with closed doors. 
[The PRE3UER: The hon. member says he did 
not refer to the Land Court.] He did. It might 
possibly have been merely a slip of the tongue, 
and, if the hon. n1ember for Burrum would only 
say that he had not meant the Land Court, 
the thing was at at end so far as the Land 
Conrt wao concerned. But the hon, member 
said he would not withdraw his statement 
until he had satisfied him•elf whether it was 
correct or not. There wa' no need to deal with 
that phase of the question, seeing it had been 
rlealt with by the hon. member for Mackay, Mr. 
Daln mple; but it was absurd to bring charges 
which were based on vague hearsay against 
responsible officers, >tnd the.n, when challenged. 
to 'ay that he would not withdraw them until 
he was satisfied whether his tittle-tattle was 
correct or not. The dignity of the Chamber 
rlemanded that hon. members should be above 
tittle-tattle of that kind. If the hon. member 
had heard the rmnour a month or two ago, and 
thought it worth ba,ing a charge upon when the 
Estimates were under consideration, he ought to 
hnYe brought the ma.tter before him (Hon. J. lf. 
G. 'F'oxton) a.s the then Secretary for Lands, or 
before the present Secretary for Lands, and found 
out whether it was correct or not before placing a 
charge of that kind in HansaTd. That was what 
a reasonable man would do, or a man with a fairly 
balanced mind; but the bon. member would 
not do that. )i o one had asked the Secretary 
for Lands to defen.l the Land Cuurt. \Vhat 
they had asked was whether the l'llinister had 
made inquiries, or whether he \Yas going to do 
so. That was a most reasonable request. He 
believed that most, if not all, of the members of 
th8 Land Court were at present in town, and, 
if the Minister would say that he would ascer­
tain from them whether 'there was any truth in 
the statement or not, he would be perfectly 
sati"fied. He did not ask the hem. gentleman t'o 
defend the court, but, having regard to the fact 
that a charge had been made, they were entitled 
to ""k for information. 

:Mr. HARDACRE : If he remembered the 
incident of last night correctly, a charge of 
rather a vague nature was rnade ag-ainst some 
person without mentioning any name. The 
charge was of a general nature, and not with 
ref;'ard to the character of the transaction. [l'vir. 
PAGET: One of the charges was that a certain 
person had been bought with liqnor by the 
owner of the station.] (:luite so, but without dis­
tinctly specifying the particnlar person who was 
supposed to have been drunk. It appeared that 
the hon. member who made the ch,.rge did not 
clearly understand whose duty it was to g-ive a 
decision in connection with the affair, and there­
fore he was unable to make a charge against 
any particular person. Afterwards the member 
for Gym pie made another charge, and the first 
time the court was introduced was by the late 
Secretary for Lands, who got up to defend the 
late Government. He asked him to instruct the 
member for Gym pie that it was the conrt which 
was to blame, if anyone, and not the late 
Government. [Hon .• J. lf. G. lfoxTON: You 
are barking up the wrong tree. That was a 

different occasion altogether.] He under,tood 
they were referring to the resumption of 
\Vetheron rnn. [Hon . .J. F. G. }'oxTox: No; 
we are not.] He understood the charge was 
made in connection with th»t. He went through 
the whole of the p<tpers in connection with that 
matter, which had caus d a great deal of public 
indignation in the Maryborough and Bundaberg 
rlistricts. A paragraph in the report of the 
'G nder Secretary for Lands, this year, spoke 
very hig-hly of the officers of the department. He 
was very dad to see it, because ha endorsed every 
word of th.e appreciation, and yet at the same time 
he could quite understand that a.u10ng a multi· 
tude of officers there were almotit bound to be 
some who would fall under the indictment of the 
Secretary for Lands, or that of the hon. n~emter 
for Burrum. [Hon. J. F. <l. FoxTON: 1\o one 
disputes that.] All the same, he quite agreed 
with the hon. member for Carnarvon that it 
would have been better to have said nothing 
about that, so far as it related to any particular 
pe"'on. At the same time, he did not under· 
stand the Secretary for Lands to make a sweep­
ing charge against officers generally. However, 
while exprebsing his appreciation of the officers, 
he wished to say that he believed, from the in­
quiry he made into the transaction to which he 
was alluding, that there oug-ht to be a searching 
inquiry into the whole of the facts. That there 
was a grossly unfair decision with regard to the 
resnmption of that run, against the interests of 
settlement and the interests of the general pnblic 
in favour of the pastoral lessee, there cvuld be no 
doubt. He was speaking now of the \Vetheron 
resumption. The members of the Land Court 
were the officers who judicially made that deci­
sion, and they sheltered themsehes by saying 
that it was the recommendation of the dividing 
commissioner, which they accepted. Besides 
thttt, the Land Conrt refused to hear the evidence 
of intrre_.:;ted 1_)ersons in the district who were in 
favour of settlement. They also refused to bear 
a deputation from the Chamber of Commerce. 
[Hon. ,J. ]<', G. :B'OX'l'ON: They were quite right 
there.] Legally he was inclined to think they 
were. At any rate, they justified that particular 
decision with regard to not bearing the deputa­
tion, on the ground that they had no right to 
hear anybody except the lessees and the officers 
of the Crown. [Hon. J. lf. G. FoxTON: Unless 
the witnesses were c~!led bv one of the parties.] 
He did not. agree that they were right in accept­
ing the recommendation of the dividing com­
missioner, because he held that they were em­
powered to override any mcommendation of the 
dividing com1nissioner if in their opinion it was 
not in the public interest. [Hon. ,J. 1<', G. Fox­
TON: And thev often do.] In that case they did 
not :lo it, and they sheltered themsehes behind 
the fact that the dividing commif,sioner had 
made a recommendation. He had a high respect 
for members of the Land Court, but he thought 
that particular case deserved inquiry. \Vhether 
the rumonr was correct or otherwise as to the 
r,-..asons for the dividing eo m missioner coming to 
the decision he arrived at, the matter was snb­
ject for inquiry in the interests of the officer 
himself, and of the Lands Department. He 
wished to emphasise his opinion that the late 
Secretary for Lands, l'v1:r. O'Connell, was not 
in any way to blame. Mr. O'Connell went to 
Maryborongh, and there a number of residents 
interviewed him. He promised that he would 
inquire into the case with the object, if possible, 
of remedying what they thought was a great 
grievance. ·when he came back to Brisbane he 
carried out his promise, and found that the 
lessees then refused to have a review of the 
decision, or any alteration of it, because they 
said that on the strength of it they had entered 
into certain financial transactions, and it would 
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he nnjn<t to them, after undertaking thnse 
obligations, that any alteration should be made. 
Under the circnm<tances, be thought the Minister 
was bound to desist from further inquiry. 'l'be 
whole case was ~o suspicious of something wrong 
somewhere-some grossly partial decision in 
favour of the pastoral lessees against the in'ere,ts 
of settlement-that the fullest inctniry was 
necessary and desirable. This matter had heen 
brought up in two sessions before t.be present, 
and he hoped the Minister would give it con­
sideration, and make some further inquiry into it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
As the hnn. member who had just spoken h~td 
said, this matter was hirly ancient hist·•ry, 

having been discussed in the Hou'le 
[-!'30 p.n1.] as far back as the year before last. 

Till within a few minutes <tgo he 
knew nothin~ of the matter. Since it had been 
mentioned, he h>td consulted the vermanent 
officials of the department, and he fonnd that 
when the one-quarter re•mrnption of \Vetheron 
was to be made under the Act of 1886 the 
departrnent ~ent their cornmis:-.ioner up there to 
make a report. The commissioner made a 
recommendation, and, th~ Land Court aBsuming 
that that recorrnnend.:ttion w::ts the recmnmenda­
tion whi0h was approved of by the Lands De­
partment, took it as the department't-i rec<Jm­
mendation. They commnnic1.ted with the 
lessees, and found that the lessees assented to 
the recommendation, and then, departing from 
their usual practice, th<>y held a formal court, 
decided not to take any further evidence, and 
came to the conclusion that, as both parties were 
agreed as to the area of land to be resumed, they 
would give their consent. In doing that, they 
departerl, as he had said, from their usual prac­
tice. He appeared before the Land Court in the 
very first case heard under the Act of 1886, and 
many times since, and he knew that they exhi­
bited a most liberal frame of mind in regard to 
the matter of evidence, and were willing to hear 
local people on the existing or probable demands 
of settlement in the neighbourhood. But, 
apparently for some reason, probably some 
excellent reason for which they did not deserve 
to be reproached, they rather precipitately came 
to the conclusion that there was no reason to 
hear anv extraneous evidence in this matter. 
The Lands Department, he supposed, owing to 
pressur~ brought to bear upon then1, sent up Crown 
counsel to be preeent at r.be formal sicting which 
the Land Court held, he thought, at Gayndah, 
but there was no opportunity for counsel to be 
heard; and the court confirmed the resumption. 
The department, not content with that, sent np 
another official, he supposed in response to :1 still 
further outcry, to make a report on the matter. 
He had not seen that rep,rt, but he was told 
tbat, hroe,dly speaking, the report of that second 
offic·c·r, :\Ir. Board-a very capable man-rather 
confirmed the reconunendation of the original 
commi;;;::;;ioner. Tha,t showed, at all events, that 
there \Vfv.; something to be Hald on the other side­
that it was not the one-sided arrangement which 
bad been sugr;estecl. He should like to sav that, 
br:.,adly speaking, in these inside districts-that 
wa11 in the distl'icts cornpri~-;ed in Schedule I. of 
the Act passed last session-they should be 
pretty liberal in making the·,e quarter resurnp­
tions. They were all quarter resumptions from 
expiring- leases, and were in a different categorY 
altogether from \V esternleases. Nearly every one 
of these men was about to die as a lessee, and he 
'"vas in favonr of giving then1 rnore consideration 
in regard to the quarter resnmptions than he 1 

would give to men Rlightly further west. [Mr. 
HARDACRE: 'l'hey have priority.] They had a 
certain priority, and he cl1d not begrudge it to 
them. [Hon. ,J. 'F. G. Fox'l'ON: The holdings 
.tre not large.] The considerations which he had 

indicated should be borne in mind when they 
were considering either the \Vetheron resump­
tion or other resnm[Jtions in inside distriets. Of 
course that did not explain why the Land Court, 
in this particular matter, departed from their 
hitherto invariable practice of hearing evidence, 
but he should imagine that the outcry had been 
so great on this point that the Lfl.nd Court were 
never likely to make such a departure again. 

;v1r. NORMAN thought that the late Secretary 
for Lands, :Ylr. Fox ton, was responsible for this 
"storm in a teapot." He (Mr. Norman) made 
a very few remarks on the snhject the previous 
evening, and while h0 was speaking the hon. 
member for Oarnarvon hinted that he was throw­
ing out some innuendo against some of the Lands 
Department offici~ls. All that he asked on that 
t.ecasion was that in sending up an expert to 
report on the Burnett lands the :Yiinister should 
see that he was accompanied by someone who 
knew the district, or el~e send sorneone who was. 
thoroughly well acquainted with the district, 
bee:< use in the past there had been official reports 
which had been made on information received 
socond hand, instead of ou personal knowledge. 
\Vith regard to the \Vetheron resumption, the 
peonle in that district were not satisfied 
with the action of the dividing comrnis"ioner. 
They felt that an injustice had been done 
in tn".t case. It was all very well to say that the 
Lane] Court might have some reasons for not letting 
the public know why they did not take evidence 
in the matter, but, as it was a public court and 
had to adjudicate in the interest of the public 
as well as the lessee", it wao quite reasonable 
that the public should know their reason for 
coming to a certain decision. \Vith respect to 
the charges made by the hon. member for 
Bnrrum, most of them had failings, and 
he supposed the members 0<mnected with the 
Lan•i Court had these failings, and the,;e failings 
were noticeable when they should have been 
doing their duty in that district. The Secretary 
f01· Lands had stated that the report of 
:\Ir. Board practically bore out the decision 
arrived at by the Land Court. He (:\fr. 
Norman) had seen that report. lYir. Board 
had only to answer some questions which were 
submitt8d to him, and those questions were 
so framed that in answerinl'( them he must 
answer in favour of the L"nds Department. 
But, even then, Mr. Board'o answers to the 
r1uestions .showerl that, in the interests of close 
agricultural sett!fment, the proper land had not 
been resumced, and that the land which ought to 
have been resumed was that asked for by the 
people of the district. [Hon. R. PHILP: \Vho 
made the first recornmenrlation ?] :Mr. Dividing 
Gom1nissioner Gibson. J\lr. Board, in his report, 
otated that the land resumed would make fair! v 
good dairying country) but thrtt for cloRe ag-rf­
cultural settlement that nearer the line of the 
proposed railwc.y would h•tve been the best. 

:\[r. :\lAOARTXEY: The hon. member who 
had just spoken had~-probably it was only an 
inaccuracy of expr0ssion, like that of the hon. 
member for Burrnm, which had led to so much 
misun ierstanding-c,tated that the members of 
the Land Court possessed certain of the fmlings 
of humanit.v-~ · 

Mr. XORMAN asked to be allowed to explain 
that he was not aware that he had referred to 
the memLers of the _Land Court. He was dis­
cussing, not the Land Court, but the men sent 
up by the Lands Department in ordPr to make 
recommendation~. 

:\Ir. MACARTNEY: He was showing that 
the hon. member had fallen into the form of 
expre,sion which had given rise to the misunder­
standing of which they had heard that after­
noon. The hon. member certainly said the 
Land Court, though he might not have intended 
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it. It was owing to a similar inaccuracy of 
expression that the hon. member for Burrum 
had made his serious charge against the Land 
Court, and the whole of the debate had been 
based on the assumption that the hon. member 
for Burrum had specifically referred to the Land 
Court. The :Minister even sooke on the same 
assumption. He would suggest that the hon. 
gentleman should ask his Under Secretary, who 
wus in the gallery, if such a rumour was known 
to the department. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
The Under Secret11ry and the legal adviser to 
the Lands Depl1rtment assured him that they 
h11d never heard of such a rumour before. 
(Hear, hear !) He did not wish to say anything 
injudicious, but he did not think he had seen, 
on the front Opposition benches, such an elabo. 
rate piece of acting in his life. (Laughter.) 

Hox. ,J. ]'. G. FOXTON: Tf the Minister 
for Lands had only taken the trouble to asl< his 
Under Secretary 'thl1t question earlier in the 
evening, the discussion would nev·er have arisen. 
He could assure the hon gentleman that there 
was no acting about it. During the whole of the 
time be had been in Parliament he had protested 
against charges being n1ade first in the :House 
upon hearsay. The proper person to whmn to 
make charges was the JVIinister in charge of the 
department. Then, if the member making 
those chaeges could not get satisfaction from the 
Minister, it was his duty to complain in the 
House, not against the official, but ag·ainst the 
:!\Jinister for not having done his duty with 
regard to them. The Land Court was corn posed 
of a body of men who were placed by the 
Legislature above the :Minister in many respects. 
The hon. member forMaryborongh, :VIr. Norman, 
had mid that he (Hon .• T. F. G. Foxton) was 
responsible for the whole of this discnssion to­
day. [JVh. HARDACRll: A storm in a teacup.] 
Yes, and the hon. memher alluded to some 
remarks tbat he said he (H•m. J. 1<'. G. Foxton) 
had made in his {J\Ir. Nonmm's) absence; hut 
he (Hon .. J. 1''. G. Foxton) had never alluded to 
the hon. member for Maryborough ; hut that 
was the usual joke-pulling a new mmnhPr's lf,q-, 
[An honour>tble member: ~You n1entioned him.] 
ln what way·: He (Hon . .J. ]'. G. Foxton) had 
his prooft< for yesterday in his hand; they did 
not show that he had 11lluded to the hon. mem­
ber for :Yiaryborough, and he hnd no recollection 
of having done so. 

Mr. RYLAND (a.''"'pie): Hon. members 
opposite had brought in a side i;sue to fritter 
away time and obscure the main <juestion. The 
real question was the o,dministration of the 
Repurchase Act with regard to the J3urnett 
lands, and more particul,.rly with reg11rd to the 
throwing open of the \Vetheron run. Some 
people appeared to think that someone was 
suffering from a "redeeming vice" at the time of 
the division--whether it was the dividing com· 
n1issioner, the Land Court, or someone else ; 
and he wondered how anyone clothed in his 
right mind could take the 11ction complained of. 
How could any Government in their right 
mind allow such thir1gs to be done? There 
was land on the \Vetheron run suitable 
for close settlement, and there were 
other lands there which were not suitable for 
close "ettlement-lands which, however, were ' 
suitable for dairy farming, and the portion of 
that run was resumed which was not suitable 
for close settlement. A railway line had been 
surveyed feom Degilbo to Gayndah, and they 
went through the "Stead man Block," the 
furthest point in which was only 6 miles from 
the surveyed line, while the nearest point in the 
"Good-night" Block wa8 10 miles from the 
surveyed line. And this was done when they 
had a Government who said they wanted close 

settlement--members who at election times put 
their hands on their breasts and told the 
electors t.hey wanted to see the lands of the 
State settled on. (Laughter.) 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I call the hon. 
member's attention to the fact thRt the discussion 
now should be confined to the "Land Court." I 
think the hon. member is making a charge 
against t.he administration of this department 
generally. 

Mr. RYLAKD : The discussion which had 
been raised was with regard to the \Vetheron 
run resumptions. The '' Steadman Block" had 
not been resumed, although this bad been 
univ-ersally advocated by the resideuts of the 
district. The \Vetheron station was owned bv 
the Queensland Katiunal Bank, and it seemed 
that the interests of that institution had been 
looked after, while the interests of selectors 
there had been sacrificed on the altar. And then, 
when the question was brought up, hon. member·· 
opposite were simply drawing a red herring 
across the track, with regard to an imagin.Hy 
a track against some imaginary person, or again;-;t 
sorne 2\Iinisteror ;-;ome other ''spook." (Laughter.) 
\Vho was responsible for the "Good·night Block·· 
being thrown open for selection instead of the 
""Steadman Block"? 

i\Ir. PAGET: The hon. member for Burrum 
had put it clearly to the :Vlinister for Lands a 
short time ago thl1t a numher of selectors had 
been greatly inconvenienced through having to 
travel to the Land Conrt at Bundaberg-some­
times a distance of 60 or SO miles. The hon. 
member was referring at the time to the travel­
ling expense3 of the Land Court. Last year these 
trav'elling expenses amounted to £349 !s. Sd., 
when £000 was voted ; this year the item had 
been increased to £750. In view of the fact that 
selectors and witnes8ef'. had to trav£>1 a nu1nber 
of miles, as alleged, to attend the Land Court, 
he would like to ask the Minister whethPr the 
sum on the pre>:ent Estimates would be sufficient, 
and whether the Land Court would sit in more 
places than had been the custom in the past. 

The SECRETARY ]'OR PUBLIC LANDS : 
The amount voted ln,st year for the travel­
ling expenses of the Laird Board was £GOO, 
and the amonnt expended was £3()0. [:lfr. 
PAGE1': £349 Is. Sd.] The hon. member 
was taking the Auditor.Geueral's figures, but 
the Lands Department had made up their 
accounts to the JOth September. The depnrt­
ment estimated that £750 was likely tn be spent 
for these travelling expenses-it might be a little 
more or much less. The Land Board was doing 
more travelling now tLan they had done. in the 
past. [Mr. PAGE1' : _\re they likely to visit more 
centre.'?] Of course. The Land Board were 
always willing to sit wherever the convenience 
of suitors could be best suited, and they would 
not be circumscribed in their movements bv the 
exact sum voted on the ]~stimates. If more 
money was necessary, it would be spent. 

Mr. P. J. LEAHY: His experience of the 
Land Court was considerable, and he nev'er 

heard of the court sitting with closed 
[5 p.m.] doors. Sumetimes the commis-

sioner's court was called the Lnnd 
Court, and it might be t h11t the commissioner's 
Cf)urt was the one that was mennt in the case 
which thehon.memberfor Bmrum had mentioned. 
If so, it was a les1 serious charge than it would 
be if directed against the Land Court-just a;; 
serious as if made against judges of the District 
Court. He thought there must be some mis­
understanding. A good deal had been made of 
the fact that the oommissioner stayerl at stationF. 
In l1 large number of cases he could not stay 
anywhere else, particularly in the vVestern 
country. The commisoioner stayed at the most 
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convenient place. If there waR a hotel in the 
place he stayed there, but if there was no other 
place he stayed at the station; and during his 
re,;irl.ence in th~e \Vestern country he never heard 
a charge of favouritism brought against a land 
comrnu~sioner. 

Ho2S". D. H. DALRYMPLE: Charges had 
been madA bv two members of the Committee 
with regard t~ the \Vetheron run, and those who 
were responsible for what had been done in con­
nection with throwing open a portion of that 
run. It had been said that the public did not 
get what they ought to have got-that they got 
bad land at a greater distance from the rail­
way, though there wa~ good land neflrer to the 
rail way. He did not believe that either the 
department or the Land Uourt was to blame, 
but he thought the true ~xplanation should be 
placed before the public, and he hoped the 
l'IIinioter would give the Committee the facts of 
the case. 

The SECRJ·~TARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He had made a statement on this subject already, 
and he did not think any hon. member who had 
listened to him would wish him to go over it 
again. As one who had administered the Lands 
Department, the hon. memher ought to know 
that the department, :1s a department, eonld not 
be to blan1e in this Inatter in the Hlighte.;t degree, 
its it lmd nothing to do with selecting the area 
resumed. That was a matter that rested between 
the recommendation made by the land commis· 
sioner and the decision come to by the Land 
Court. In this case the Land Court came to a 
decision which was unpopular, and, on the whole, 
pwbably an unwise decision; but what had 
added to the bitterness felt on the subject was 
th;ct the Land Court, contrary to previous anrl 
subsequent practice, declined to bear any 
evidence on the subject. He believer1 the reason 
they declmed to hear any evidence w~s that 
they were under the impression th>et the recom· 
mendation of the commissioner represented the 
views of the department, and the les;;ee ae~senting 
to that representation, it "a" unnecessary to hear 
an v witnesses. 

(2uestion put and passed. 

Sl'RVEY Ol<'I'TOE. 

The SEURE'rARY FOR PUBLIC L.\"NDS 
moved that £51,306 be granted for the "Surny 
Office." There wa,c. a reduc"ion of £510 as corn­
pared with the amount voted last year. A Chief 
Surveyor had been appointed at £4GO. 'rhere 
weee some additions to the drafting staff, and 
there wa' a reduction in the vote for contin· 
gencies. 

Dr. GARDE: He wished to make a few 
remarks about the appointment of the Chief 
Surveyor, and, in doing so, he wished it to be 
understood that he wao. not making the slightest 
reflection upon that officer. He was brought 
from Cl as_ III., at a salary of £350, and put 
over tnen who were many years his senior in the 
seevice. The length of service of the Mary­
borough and Townsville district surveyors 
amounted to eighteen years and four years re.o· 
pectively, and the district surveyor at }t_,ck­
hampton five yeare, whereas the present Chief 
Surveyor was a district surveyor only three yearc. 
It seemed a queer thing that a man so much the 
junior of the officers he had mentioned should 
be pitchforked over their heads. The appoint­
ment had caused extreme dissatisfaction in the 
service, and naturally so. The senior district 
surveyor in Mary borough had something like 
thirty-two years' service, and during the absence 
of the Surveyor·GBneral he came down to Bris­
bane and performed the duties of the office to 
the entire satisfaction o!' the Surveyor-General, 
so that it could not be claimed that he wa9 not 
capable of doing the work. It seemed a most 

extraordinary piece of conduct on the part of 
whoever was responsible for the appointment, 
and perpetrated a gross injustice on the senior 
officers who had been passed over without rhyme 
or r~ason. If a 1nan in the civil service con­
ducted himself properly and showed a fair amount 
of ability, hiH senices should be recognised 
according to seniority, and such action as had been 
taken in this case was not calculated to give 
confidence to officers in the Lands or any other 
department. It was a gross piece of favouritiRm. 
[:\lr. CowAP: Perhaps his ability warranted his 
appointment.] That was quite possible, but, as 
a reply to that argument, it was a curious thing 
that the Surveyor-General had appointed the 
senior district sun·cyor at 1Iaryborough to take 
his place. There were several others passed over, 
but he would not be doing justice to the officer 
in his district if he dirl not refer to the matter. 
That officer was quite competent, otherwise why 
was be allowed to rernain in the service for over 
thirty years"? If those men wet·e not capable, 
they would not hold their preseut positions. 

TheSECltETAltY :FOH FCBLIC LANDS: 
Before he "ave the detail·· d the matter, be would 
ju-t allude to the peculiar argument the hon. 
m ern ber used. He- said that the fact that certain 
officers who had Leen a number of years in the 
department not being selected for the position of 
clnef technical officer of the Survey Department 
warranted the suggestion that they were not fit 
for the ordinary routine duties they had been 
rlischarging for a number of years. [Dr. G ARDE: 
X o.] He should he very surprised if the hon. 
n1en1bel' told hiln he was wrong. 

Dr. GAHDE: \Yhat he said, nr meant to say, 
\VaR that, having A:->rved that nun1ber of years, 
those who were re,;ponsible for their being there 
should have found out long before now whether 
they were capable or not, and the fact that they 
remained in the service showed that they were 
competent. He also said that, when the Snr­
veyor-General went away, he appointed the 
senior disr.rict surveyor-that \'\'aR the officer in 
11aryborough-who, by virtue of his long and 
faithful service and everything else, should have 
been appointed, and not a junior 1nan. 

The SECRETAHY FOE PUBLIC IJANDS: 
The hon. member coufirn,ed th·· interpretation 
that he had placed upon his remarks. The h011. 

rr1en1ber suggested t11at, because an officer was 
not selected for the post of chief surwyor, a 
fair deduction was that the department bad been 
acting repn 'tensiblY in leaving- him as district 
surveyor for so many ye ll'S, J3ut a man might 
be an excellent di,trict "urveyor and an 
P"<tremely inferior chief o;urveyor. _'\s the hon. 
member knew, iu South Africa a man might be 
an extremely g,JOd commander of a small body of 
troops, bd when he was vut at the head of a 
larger force he sometime,, proved n1ost un­
successful. The history of the matter was this : 
\Vhen alterations were made in the Lands De­
partment last year, and the Survevur-General 
retired, it nece,s;jtated a, new arrangen1ent in 
regard to the head of the Suney Depart­
ment, and it wae: decided not to continue the 
system of making the Survey Department an in­
dependent department, but to bring it directly 
under the control of the Under Secretarv for 
Lands, and to give him a chief of str~fi in 
survey matters. The chief surveyor was 
appointed to be a technical chief of staff to the 
Minister and to the Under Secretary. J'\ow 
there were fc,ur senior officers, called district 
surveyors, and the que"tion arose as to which of 
the four should be appointed as chief surveyor. 
Thev were Mr. J\!Iackay, at Townsville, I\Ir. 
l'IIcDowall, at Rockharnptnn, Mr. "Wood, at 
Jliiaryborough, and Mr. Spowers, in Brisbane. 
He believed he was correct in stating that 
neither Mr. Mackay nor Mr. McDowall wished 
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to take the position, nor, for that matter, did 
l\Ir. Spowers. [Dr. GARDE: \VaR it offered to 
them Y] It was not offered to them. At all 
events, there was good reason for thinking 
that neither of them wanted the position, 
although, if they had announced that they did 
want it, it would uot have mada the slightest 
difference, or altered the course that was taken. 
As a matter of fact, there was rea"m to believe 
that they did not want the position. Neither 
did J\Ir. 8powers want it, but Mr. \Vood wanted 
it, and did not get it, and to that fact was to 
he attributed the circumstance that they had had 
the advantage of hearing the hon. member for 
Maryborougtt on th~ subject. The hon. member 
was holding a brief for Mr. \VPo<l, rather than 
for the other two district surveyors. The 
question was which one of the fnur should be 
appointed. The Under Sect·etttry had some 
knowledge of all of them. The man to be 
appointed was to be his right hand man con­
trolling the ::lurvey Department. It was essenti­
ally to his own interests that he should have 
a good man, and he recommended to the lttte 
Min;.ster, Mr. O'Connell, the man whom he 
thought would make the beot Chief Sur­
veyor, and that man was :\Ir. Spowers. He 
was the junior of the four, but in a matter of 
that kind, as was the case in the British Army, 
seniority waH not the only consideration, and 
it was now the cmtom in thtet service for the 
man at the head of the tree to select those 
officers who were best suited to his purposes. In 
confirmation of the recommendation which the 
Under Secretary made, there was also the recom­
mendation of the late Su,veyor-General to the 
late Mr. O'Connell, that Mr. Spowers was the 
best man to appoint. Little as he had seen of 
:Yir. Spowers, all that he had seen led him to 
believe that he was an excellent officer, and he 
would say, although the hon. gentleman did not 
cast any reflection upon him, if he met him he 
would hold of thttt officer the same opinion that 
he (the Secretary for Lands) did. 

Dr. GARDE: He dill not in any way blame 
::VIr. Spowers for accepting the position, and he 
did not wish to impute the slightest bad motiveo 
to him. He was perfectly justified in taking 
the pnsition, but he contended that it was 
grosely unjust to bring a man out of an inferior 
clasa and put him over the hettds of hi.~ seniors. 
X o such principle was carried out in the British 
Army as to promote men from a low class over 
tbo he,ds of men in higher classes. [The SE~CRE­
'L,RY FOH PnlLIC' LA:--<DS: He was a district 
surveyor.] He was in class 3-a class below 
the uthHr m,•n. If he was the best man, 
why was he not in class 1? [The SECRETARY 
FOR PcBLTC LA::\n:...; : Class is g0verned by 
seniority.] He expected the fact ,of the 
matter was that the other men belonged to 
Tuwnsville, Hockhampton, and :Yiaryborough, 
and, as usu:t1, Brisbane got the beso of it. It 
was n<l use s11ying that :\Ir. \Vood was not fully 
competent. a:.d further, if Mr. :\TcDowall had 
done as the ::Ylinister said, then he had acted 
in a double rnanner, fur he had seen lVIr. 
:\IcDowall's letter to Mr. \Vood in which he 
spoke m•'"t highly of him. He thought the 
other three district surveyors had been treated 
extremely bttdly. It was no use saying that 
they would not have the position. They were 
never offered it, and they could not refuse until 
they were offered. HP attached no blame to 
::\Ir. Spnwer>, but he did to the department. 
The matter was Pngineered and manipulated, 
and nothing would change his opinion. 

HoN. J. :F. G. J<'OXTON: The Minister had 
cnrrectly stated, '" far as he knew, the circum­
stance~ attending :!Ylr. Spowers~s appointment. 
He took some interest in the matter at the time, 

having previously been Secretary for Lands" 
ttnd having known both .Mr. Spowers and lVIr. 
\Vood for some years. He was bound to say 
that Mr. O'Connell did not consult him in anv 
way, but he gathered from him pretty much 
wh.tt the Secretary for LandR had sttid. There 
was nothing in the shape of intrigue or unworthy 
influence connected with the app<lintment. He 
had known :\Ir. vVood for a go<•d many years, 
but he had not seen .sufficient of his work to 
enable him tu say whether he would make 
a good administrative head of a large depart­
ment such as the Survey Department. He 
was aware that temporarily he had occupied 
the position of the Surveyor-General when he 
was absent, but it must be borne in mind that 
that was a very different thing from taking 
charge of the department, and having cast upon 
him a certain amount of initiative and work 
which would require a considerable amount of 
administrative ability. 11r. \Vnod, there wtts 
no doubt whatever, was an excellent district 
surveyor, and he was not prF·pared to say-­
because hP had no knowledge-that he would 
nut make a very excellent Chief Surveyor, but 
apparently tho~e with whom the Chief Survey or 
would have to work thought differently. They 
were under the impression that :\Ir. Spowers 
had displayed greater capabilities which quali­
fied him for that particular post than were 
possessed by Mr. \Vood. In regard to :\tr. 
Spower,, he could say that undoubtedh, 
although a young man, he possessed considerable 
administrative ability. Although it required " 
highly qualified surveyor, it required something 
more than that to take charge of a big depart­
ment like the Survey Office. Mr. Spower8 was 
a staff surveyor stationed in Brisbane, and 
necessarily had a wry intimate knowledge of 
the work which he would have to perform as. 
Chief Surveyor. He quite agreed with the 
Secretary for Lands when he said that the man 
unrler whom the Chief Surveyor had to work, 
and who would be largely responsible for the 
results of that work, was certainly the man who· 
should have the l:wgest influence in the choice 
of his assistant. \Vithout going so far as to say 
that he thought unquestionably the right man 
was chosen, he did say that it would be very 
difficult to get for the work a better man tlL·ll 
:J\Ir. Spowers, who, he \Vas qnite sure, perfor1ned 
the duties and filled the office with a consider­
tthle amount of ability and administrative skill. 

Question put and passed. 

)liSCELLANEOCS. 

The SECRET AllY FOR PUBLIC LA:'\D:"o 
moved that "£17,050 be granted 

[5·30 p.m.] for" }Iiscdlaneous Services." \Vith 
reference to ttn inqniry made by 

the leader of the Opposition earlier in the 
evening concerning the Tarampa E~~ta te, he 
might state that the whde area of that estate 
was 24, lGO acres. 'l'he are>t selected and sold 
amountE,d to 13,0G2 acres, the area still open to 
selection wa::; J,Ol3 acre~, and the area, for rm"tcl~. 
reserves, and under:tlt "vit.h was fi,092 acres. 
Roughly speaking, betweeu 3,000 and 4,000 
acres of that G,092 2.cres by around Lake 
England, and they were not l;y any means ail 
<;·amp. [Hon. R. PHILP: Do you know the 
value of the land sold?] The value of the laud 
sold was £U8,0!0; that was the amount they 
should recehe when all the money came in; and 
the value of the land still open to selection was 
.£25,335, which gave a total of £94,245. The 
property was purchased for .£fJ0,630. The hon. 
member for :"forth Brisbane >.sked one or two 
questions the previous evening, and if the hon. 
member would repeat them now he would 
endeavour to give him the information desired. 
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:Ylr. CX:YIEROX Raid he had not the report of 
the remarks which he made the previous evening, 
but one question he a'ket! was whether the Go· 
vernment would carry ant the promise of their 
predecessors to allow lro,ses to be surrendered on 
twelve months' notice by the lessees, and the un· 
conditional forfeiture of all improvements and 
rights under those leases. Another qnest'on was 
whether section 18 of the Act of 1902 would be 
interpreted in favour of the lessees, as to whether 
the resumptions were to take place at the end of 
th<• leases under the Pastoral Leases :Extension 
_-\et, or at the end of the original lease. He also 
asked what amount of country had been forfeited 
within the last eighteen months, and the number 
of occupation licenses which had been abandoned 
or forfeited. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I would draw 
tbe attention of the Committee to the fact that 
the discussion of this matter is out of order on 
the motion which is now before the Committee. 
The discussion should be confined to the separate 
items under the heading "~Iiscellaneous," but 
a" I understand the Secretary for Lands had not 
the inform·,tion yesterday when the question 
was asked, I have no objection to allowing that 
inforrnation to be given now, if no hon. member 
dissents. 

The SJ<;CRET ARY J<'Ol~ PUBLIC LANDS 
,,,:tid he wos sure they n 11 recognised the propriety 
of tbe ruling of the Chairman. He was nnly 
giving this information now becau;;e he had not 
got it hv him when the appropriate vote was 
under discussion the previous evening. The 
number of holdings on which rent was unpaid 
was as follows :-On which one vear's rent was 
due, 24 ; on which two years' rent was due, 19; 
total, 43, representing an area of 6,604 square 
miles. The total rent due was .£.1,610. He could 
give the districts in which the runs were situated, 
if that would be of any information to the hon. 
member. [Mr. CA)rERON: I do not want them.] 
The number of runs declared forfeited was seven. 
The number of occupation hcenses ·forfeited for 
failure to pay rent to the 31st December, 1903, 
was 3B9, comprising an area of 11,599 square 
miles, and the total rent due was £8,510. -This 
was a ,·ery mnch larger number of occupation 
licenses than the normal number on which rent 
was not paid, and that W!1'' brought about by the 
abnormal demand for that tenure during the 
stress of the drought. 

::'.Ir. P. J, LEAHY : The ,i\finister informed 
them the previous evening that he would 
endeavour to get some information as to the 
interpretation of 'ection lR of the Act of 1902, 
and said he would consult the Attorney-General 
on the subject. Personally, he had no doubt on 
the matter, but he should like tn know if the 
hon. ge.ntleman had obtoined that information. 

The SECRETARY :B'OR PUBLIC LANDS 
replied that he had not bad time to g-o into the 
matter since last night, but he might tell the 
Committee what be ·was not aware of the pre· 
>ions evening, and that was that the Legal Ad· 
viser to the Lands Department had expressed 
the opinion that the section should be inter· 
preted in favour of the lessees. '\Vith regard to 
the question as to the right of surrender, he had 
not been able to go into that matter, and all he 
could tell the Committee was, speaking off· hand 
-he did not wish to bind himself in the matter 
-that if a promise was given by the office it 
must be carried out ; but apart from that, on 
the merits of the case he thought it was a reason· 
able prnmi'e to g-ive. 

Mr. COOPER: In the vote there was an item, 
"Legal Adviser, .£500." As the Government 
had said that economy was to be the leading 
feature of the Administration, did not the bnn. 
gentleman think that in the Crown Law Office 
there was sufficient legal talent for the whole of 
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the ~enice without having a special legal adviser 
to the Lands Department? He was aw"re that 
the legal ad vis er attended the Land Court when 
they wew adjudicating, but he could not see that 
snch an official wa . ..; nt--cet:Jsary, because, as the 
hon. gentlermw knew, in all eases of reappraise­
ment that came before them the local c mmis­
sioners and mngers gave evidence as to the valua· 
tirm of the particular runs or selections, and then 
thb selector or lessee gave his evidence as to 
value, and it was then left, or should be, entirely 
to the court, who were 111en .thove suspicion and 
fully qualified for the work, to decide between the 
two eridences. The fact of the department being 
represented by a legal adviser put selectors nnd 
lesseDs to a great deal of expense in obtaining 
counsel from Brisbane and Rockbarnpton, for, 
being laymen, they did not feel able to stand a 
cr<J>s-examination on the different pCJints put to 
them by an e'pert on behalf of the Crown. 
Very often the selector wae put into the ODX and 
cross-examined as if he bad been guilty of 
perjury or ,~me other heinous offence. And the 
£500 paid to the leg<cl adviser was only a retain­
ing fee, as he was allowed outside practice, and 
received other large fee·"· from the Crown for 
special work. 

::\1r. HARDACRE did not wish the Minister 
to lose sic;ht of the most important question 
which bad been previously raised. Some time 
~go a t!epubttion waited on the late ::VIinister for 
I,ands an<l the late Premier, on the question as, 
to the time when it would be possible to make 
the first resumptions. The reply of the Minister­
was that the interpretation of the Act would be 
in favour of the lessee. If that meant thai they 
were going to delay the first re;,umptions which 
could be made from pastoral leases, it would be a 
most objectionabletlnng, and one which should be 
opposed most strenuously. It was altogether 
contrary to the understanding on which the 
Hou"e passed the Bill last session, itnr1 would 
lead to the blocking of settlement. 

The Sl<~CRETAB.Y FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
He could asmre the hon. member that there was 
no delay provosed at all with regard to the first 
resumptions. 

Dr. GARDE: '\Vith regard to the item of 
£7,000 for relief of aboriginals, he would like to 
brim; under the notice of the :\Iinister the fact 
that last year there was some little chee-ceparing 
with regard to the di-;tribuLion of blankets at the 
Barambah reserve. He had been infor:"ed that 
many of the blacks there got no blankets at 
all, and some only half a blanket. He hoped 
the bon. gentleman would be as sympathetic as 
possible towards a race that was rapidly dying 
out. 

HoN .• J. F. G. :B'OXTON: The working of the 
Act relating to aboriginals '"a' a matter that 
perh"P" he knew mr>re ahout than the pree<ent 
}Iinisterfor Lands, having had the administration 
of iL for some years--

TheSEGRETARY I"'R PUBLIC LANDS: 
Might he suggest that, before dealing with the 
aboriginals, they should dispose of the other 
questions which had been raised. [Hon. J. F. 
G. :B'OXTON: I am also of that opinion.] The 
hon. member for Mitcbel! suggested that there 
should be no legal adviser to the Lands Depart­
ment, and, in his account. of the appearance of 
the legal adviser at the Land Court, he rather 
led the Committee to believe that some injustice 
was done to the selectors and lessee; who ap· 
peared before it. He was disposed to think 
that, as a matter of fact, it was the conduct of 
the lessees in employing commission agents and 
land agents to represer:Jt them before the Court­
that the Lands Department was compelled in 
o,elf-defence to send an officer to represent it. 
That, he thought, was the history of the employ· 
ment of counsel in connection with the Lands 
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Department, and he did not think that the time 
had come when the department should not 
employ counsel. He also thought he was not 
incorrect when he said that the Land Board 
themselves would not welcome the prospect of 
the abolition of advocates practising before them. 
They held thR opinion, just as the judges did, 
that it was much easier to get at correct decisions 
when men more or le;s skilled represented lme or 
either side than if the business was left to 
e trnest but unenlightened litigants. The bar­
rister who was acting as legal adviser to the 
Lands Department was a man who, perhaps, at 
the beginning had no very great knowledge of 
land work; probably he was as little qualified 
for the work as any man at the bar, but 
he wa,q distinctly an able and industrious 
man, and the result was that his ye:trs of prac­
tice had made him a most excellent officer, and 
one who certainly discharged his duties admir­
ably. [Honourable members: Hear, hear!] In 
addition to his quali6cations as an advocate 
before the Land Comt, he had made a study 
of the Land Acts of the State, and his au~hori­
tative opinions on those Acts could nnt be sur­
r,assP<! hy anybody else in the State. [Hon. J. 
F. G. b'OXTON: He largely drafted the Land 
Act '" 1897.] [Mr. CooPER: That is exactly 
what 1 wanted to know.] He recognised 
thormoghly the qualifications uf this legal adviser, 
and l: e certainly considered that his services 
should not be di:~pensed with. But excellent 
as his services were as legal adviser, he thought 
that on the whole he had been uncommonly 
well paid for what he had done for the Lands 
Department. He got £500 a year salary, and 
travelling allowances, and he also got paid for 
extra advocacy work outside the routine of 
his ordinary duties-for instance, in drafting a 
Bill, and in attending consultations. The legal 
adviser's connection with the Lands Depart­
ment was not at ctl! unprofitable to him, but at 
the same time hi, work was very beneficial to 
the Lands Department. They were now at the 
epoch of economy, and he had it in contempla­
tion to go into the question as to whether they 
could reduce to some extent the expenses of the 
legal adviser to the Lands Department. He did 
not :1t all suggest the abolition of the post or 
that tbey should completely cut down those 
expenses, but he considAred that there was room 
in that direction for some economy, and be pro­
posed to see what could be done in the matter. 
·with regard to the efficiency of that offi.cer, and 
the wisdom of en1ploying that officer, he thought 
a better man could not be found if they searched 
the whole State through. 

CYlr. CAMERON: He had nothing to say as 
to the propriety of continuing the services of the 
legal adviser to the Lands Department or of 
dispensing with his servicE's, but he did protest 
strongly against the Minister for Lands describ­
ing him (Mr. Cameron) and others of the class to 
which he belonged as unenlightened individuals. 
[Hon. ,T. F. G. FoXTON: Oh, no! He did say 
that.] [The SEORE'l'ARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I 
can assure you that l did not refer to you.] 

);1r. MARTIN saw that there was a sum 
down for bonuses for the destruction of prickly 
pear, a11d he wanted to know on wh ,t basis 
these bonuses were paid. \V as the money 
granted to local authorities, or was it given in 
connection with the destruction of this pest on 
roads or on Crown lands? 
* The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
The hon. member apparently referred to the 
reward for the de;truct.ion of prickly pear; but 
no one had succeeded in destroying the pest 
absolutely, and no money had been expended 
from bonuses yet. Although they had not dis­
covered any royal method of destroying prickly 
pear, 811 rnuch attention had been f{iven to the 

subject lately that he was of the opmwn that 
they would yet discover some method of eradi­
cating the pest. There were now methods of 
destroying it much more easily than could have 
been conjecturPd two or three years ago. 

Mr. 1\IACARTNEY : During the discussion 
the hon. member for Mitchell interjected that he 
was anxious to know whether this legal adviser 
had anything to do with the preparation of the 
Land .'l.cts. As this gentleman was parti­
culorly expert in that brannch of the law, 
why should he not be called upon to take 
some part in the preparation of such statutes? 
They had a very fair instance of that in the 
great part the present Chief Justice of Australia 
had taken in the preparation of the Judiciary 
Act. He could not see the objection of the hon. 
member to this. He (Mr. Macartney) knew that 
this gentleman had accepted this office of legal 
adviser at great sacrifice, for he had a good legal 
practice. He was ewecially expert in land 
legislation, and he did not know where 
they could find a better man in Queensland. 
In fact, the Crnwn Law Department as 
at present constituted could not render the 
same assistance to the Lands Department that 
it got at the hands of that gentleman. 
The Crown Law Deputment, as far as experts 
were concerned, was limited to the Attorney-

Gem;ral and the Crown Solicitor, 
[7 p.m.] and it waa hardly reasonable to 

suppose that either of them should 
spend time going on circuit with the Land Court 
besides attending to what legal work had to be 
done in connection with the various depart­
ments in Brisbane. That being so, the hon. 
gentleman would have to get outside assistance. 
The legal adviser to the Lands Department did 
the work without assistance or instructions from 
an intermediary. If outside c3nnsel had to be 
employed, it mel1nt that he must re~eive his 
instructions from the Crown Law Department, 
and there must be special officers for the purpose 
of being the intermediary between counsel so 
employed and the Lands Department ; and the 
department wonld have to pay a great deal 
more in that way than was paid to the 
legal adviser at present. The hon. gentle­
man had appointed himself in cases heard 
by the Land Court, and be must know something 
of the remuneration which counsel generally 
received when acting for pastoral tenants. They 
got twice the remuneration the legal adviser 
got. Even the pastoralists' agents who were 
employed in cases that came before the Land 
Court received fees amounting to as much or 
even twice the amount received hy the legal 
adviser. [Mr. J. LEAHY: I have got more pay 
myself.] '.rhe legal advi,er put in the whole of 
his time ; he had spe~ial experience ; and his 
special experience was the means of protecting 
the revenue possibly to the tune of thousands 
a year. He did not know whether the hon. mem­
ber for Mitchell, who was a pastoralist in n sort 
of a way, was in favour of the Crown not 
being protected at all in cases of that sort. 
He thought me'llbers of the Committee would 
agree that it was a good thing for the Crown to 
be strongly represented where revem;e was likely 
to be affected by an undue reductiOn of rents. 
For some time past it h:1d been thought that 
me m hers of the JVIinistry were unable to come to 
any conclusion-that they had not arrived at the 
result of their considemtion-but it seemed that 
the hon. gentleman had probably considered this 
matter a little too quickly. He was sorry the 
hon. gentleman should have selected this officer 
of his department in trying to carry out economy. 
He felt sure the hon. gentleman would do that 
officer the justice to go into the whole matter 
before doing the injustice 0f cutting down a 
remuneration which barely paid for the work 
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done. To his own knowledge that officer had 
sacrificed his professional position generally to 
give his attention to this particular duty, and he 
thou~ht it very unfair indeed for the hon. 
gentleman, without full consideration, to inter­
fere with the small emolument that gentleman 
received. 

Mr. ~IAXWELL: He wished to know what 
this officer got from the department in the shape 
of fees? 

The SECRETARY FOR PC"BLIO LANDS: 
In addition to salary and travelling expenses hP 
thought the le;;al adviser received £5G, which 
extended over eighteen months. It came into 
this vote bemtuse it was paid in this year. r:\lr. 
MAXWELL: How much did he get for drafting 
the I.,and Bill ?j The legal adviser did nut 
draft the Land Bill. That officer gave his 
opinions ''" an expert, but he presumed that the 
Bill was drafted by the Parliamentary Drafts­
tll:1n. 

::\Ir. COOPER asked if the legal adviser had 
not also the right of private practice. He knew 
that it was nearly as safe to attack a hive of 
bees as to attack a lawyer, as thu closest union 
in the world was the legal profession. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLIO LANDS: 
The legal adviser had the right of private prac­
tice. He would like to say, in reply to the bon. 
member for T,JOwong, that he did not want it to 
be imagined that he was saying one depreciatory 
wor:l about the legal adviser, but, like every 
other Yi:l!li;ter, he was charged with the endeavour 
to discover directions in which economies could 
be effected in administration; but, in making such 
economies, they did not cast the slightest reflec­
tion U],on the capacity or efficiency of the indi­
viduals affected. He had as high an opinion as 
anybody of the capa.city of the legal adviser, and 
he had had ample opportunities of judging. 

:VIr. :VIACARTNEY never thought the hon. 
gentleman intended to cast any reflection on the 
legal adviser or his ability, but he did think 
the hon. gentleman, after the few remarks of the 
hon. member for Mitchell, came to too hasty a 
conclusion as to the possibility of economy in 
that direction. He rather regretted that the 
hon. gentleman had expressed himself in the 
way he did, because he believed, had he gone 
into the matter fully, he would have found that 
there was no such room for economy as, appar­
ently, on the spur of the moment, he thought. 
As to the remark of the hon. member for 
Mitchell about the trade unionism of the law, 
the hon. member would have had more reason 
in what he said if he (Mr. Macartney) was a 
barri•-ter and Mr. \Vilson a solicitor. He was 
perfectly disinterested in saying what he had, 
and he spoke, having a particular knowledge of 
the subject, which, perhaps, the hon. member 
himself would admit he did not altogether 
possess. 

HoN. J-. F. G. FOXTOX quite admitted that 
the Secr<,tary for Lands had, to a cercain extent, 
reason on his si.de when he said that he was there 
for the purpose of econcmising as far as possible. 
That was, so to sp< ak, the ra·ison dctre of the present 
l\finistry. But there was such a thing as economy 
which was extravagance, and he ,-entured to 
think tho,t, if the attempt was made to reduce 
the -salary of the legal ad vis er of the Lands 
Department to any very great degree-or, at all 
events, below the figure which that gentleman 
thought in his own interests would be too little­
it would result in Mr. \Vilson ceasing to occupy 
the pu-itinn that he did. He was perfectly satis­
fied that that would be a very great loss to the 
department pecuniarily, and , specially at the 
present juncture. The hon. gentleman must know 
as well as he did that within a comparatively 
short period there would be a very large amount 
of work by the legal adviser in connection with 

the Act pas'ied last session. So much was that 
likely to be the case that, under very strong 
representations from the Under Secretary, he 
prevailed upon his colleagues to appoint Mr. 
Martin from the Crown Solicitor's Office, who had 
considerable experience in the preparation of 
cases under the Land Acts, to prepare cases for 
counsel for the dePartment. l\1r .. Martin was 
now in the Lands Department, and he believed 
his time was already fully occupied, and he would 
be more fully occupied, if possible, when the Act 
of last session came more fully into operation. 
[The SgcHETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : As a. matter 
of fact, his time is not fully oceupied in preparing 
cases. He i< doing work in connection with the 
1892Act.] The department would be very fortunate 
if it was able to get through the work which was 
before it with the legal assistance it had at the 
present time. The salary Mr. \Vilson got was 
certainly a fair one. He v. as not prepared to 
say it was too little, but he was certain that it 
was not too much. [The SECRETAllY FOR l'UBLIC 
LANDS: You made some attempt yourself to­
wards curtailment.] Yes. Mr. Wilson had had 
his travelling expenses reduced, but he thought 
the hon. gentleman would find that was as far as 
he could safely go. Mr. Wilson was engaged, 
together with .Mr. Power, in the preparation of 
the Land Act of 1897, and from that time until 
now, owing partly to his holding the appoint­
ment he did, he had devoted himself almost 
exclusively to the work of the Lands Department. 
Necessarily his private practice had fallen off 
very much, because of his frequent absences in 
distant parts of the State. He was quite con­
vinced that if Mr. \Vibon were to throw up his 
pre"ent appointment. his knowledge of the land 
laws would point him out to pa,toralists as such 
an exceedingly desirable advocate that he would 
make double the salary he was now making. 
[The SECRETAHY FOH PUBLIC LANIJS : If that is 
the ca"e, why does he not do it?] A permanent 
salary had its advantages, and was better in 
many respects than a larger sum which was 
more or less fluctuating. A further reduction of 
the emoluments of the legal adviser to the depart­
ment would probably have the effect of bringing 
about the undesirable result he mentioned. 
He had sometimes been surprised that 1\'!:r. 
\Vilson had not given up his appointment, 
because he was thoroughly convinced that his 
knowledge of the land la WH, and of pastoral 
matters generally, from the fmensic point of 
view, was such that he would undoubtedly be a 
very great acc1uisition to those who were ordin­
arily opposed to the Crown in matters of this 
sort. He commended the matter very seriously 
to the consideration of the Secretary for Lands. 
An interjection "as made a short time ago as to 
what pickings :VIr. \Vilson got. The fact of the 
matter was that a District Court Crown Prose­
cutor receiving £400 a year was much better 
remunerated, relatively, than Mr. \Vilson with 
a salary of £5GO :t year, for the reason that 
whereas Mr. \Vilson's dnties took away the 
opportunities of private practice, the District 
Court Prusecntor'o dmies actually brought 
him in the ''ay of business at the various courts 
which he attended. He did not hold anv brief 
for Mr. \Vilson, but was speaking purely ·in the 
interests of the department, of which he had a 
fair knowledge. He believed-especially at the 
pre-;ent juncture, t.vhen there \nts a yery large 
amount of work coming on-that it would be a 
great mistake to do anything which would 
deprive the department of the services of so able 
an advocate. 

Mr .. J. J~EAHY quite ag-reed with the hon. 
member for Carnan-on. He knew for a fact 
that he had repreoented very strongly to his 
colleagues the necc,sity for having additional 
legal assistance in the Lands Department, in 
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view of the great press of business resulting : 
through the legislaoion pa'''ed l<tsc year. They 
passed an Act last year giving not only the 
large lessees extended tenure, but nearly all the 
grazing farmers the right to have their rents 
re· determined. He thought there was 8omething 
like 800 who had taken ad vantage of that pro­
vision. At the encl of next month there were 
coming on in Cunnamulla 116 of those cases, 
and if the whole of the 800 were to be de>tlt with 
within the next twelve months, it would necessi­
tate three cases per day being taken, without 
counting any other work. The court also had 
a gree"t deal of classification to dn. :;\[early !lOO 
pastoml runs i:~ the State had to he classified 
before the beginning of the year, and he really 
rlicl not know how it was going to be dnne. 
His argument held good whether those cases 
c,;me on for classifiGation or not. If the pi1storal 
les,ees came in under the Act, there would cer­
tainly be a great deal of work to he done which 
would require trained legal experience of which 
the prLsent legal adVIser possessed as much in 
his particular line as any man he knew, and if 
they did not come in under the Act they would 
still remain under the .Act of 1884. All the 
rents were standing back at present which should 
have been determined two years ago, and there 
would be numberle~s appeals which would go 
before tbe Supreme Court. That would mean 
an immense amount of legal work. There 
was an enormous advantage in the Lands 
Department having the services of a trained man 
like the present legal adviser. He was inclined 
to think that the Secret,,ry for Lands had 
not had time to consider the magnitude of the 
department he was 1Jresiding over, or he would 
have come to the conclusion that it was not 
desirable to do anything which would impair 
the usefulness of the department. £600,000 
of the revenue of the State was determined 
by the court before which Mr. Wilson was 
chief advonte, and the verdict arrived at 
frequently rlepended very largely upon the 
man representing the Crown. He had had 
a great deal of work before the Land Court. 
Probably no man in the Hnuse had had more. 
He had appeared before all kinds of courts­
courts of first instance, appeal courts, und 
Supreme Court. He had had the honour of 
the Secretary for Lands pleading before 
a tribunal of which he formed a part. ['l'he 
SECRK!'AUY FOU PuBLIC LANDS: You were 
one of the a~:-3e~sors.] He \vas o11e of the 
tribunal. He was on the bench, and the hon. 
gentleman was below, and be did not think it 
unlikely that during th9 course of another year 
they would h~ in the oame position again. The 
legal adviser 0f the Lands Department was a 
m'ln with a very thorough knowledge of his 
business. He confessed freely that he would be 
very pleased to :~ee some person .other than ;,Ir. 
\Vilson conductmg the cases whrch came before 
the Land Court or Supreme Court. He had 
had an application from a great many selectors 
in the \V est to go out to Cunnamulla to con­
duct their cases, and he 'vould sooner see 
sorneone ehe conducting them a~ainRt hirn 
than the present legal advi,er. At the same 
time, they could not . bring their personal 
affairs into the busmess of the country. 
Speaking as a representative of the people, he 
said that if he were Secretary f<•r Lands he should 

consider the matter very seriously 
[7'30 p.m.] before doing anything which would 

disturb the relations of the legal 
adviser with the department. That officer 
showed great anxietytofurthertheinterests of the 
department-in fact, he was inclined sometimes 
to '"O too far in that direction. He did not thmk 
th: legal adviser was overpaid for the work he 
did, and he held that they should not do anything 

th~tt would deprive the S<.ate in these times "f 
the financial assistance from a man of his capa­
city and experience in conducting case' of this 
kind before the cour!. Of course the Goverment 
had made up their mind to retrenchment, and he 
had promised to assi,;t them, and he was not cer­
tain that, if a reduction was proposed, he would 
not vote for it under pn~"ent circunu;tances. 
The Government must take the responsibility, 
but that would not prevent him from saying 
whether he thouf!ht it was wise or· not to make a 
reduction. [The SECUETAHY l<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
I can assure the hon. member that hi;; opinion of 
that officer is not higher than mine.l He 
thought the Minister wuuld be acting in thP 
interest of the State if he <lid not interfere in 
this matter. 

Mr. MAXWELL nsked whether Mr. Meston. 
the Southern Protector of Aboriginals, was paid 
from the vote for the "Relief of Aborigi rrals" ., He 
presumed th~t he was, becanse his name did not 
appear in the Schedule to the Estimates among­
the other protectors. [The S~X'UE'l'AUY FOH 
PUBLIC LANDS : Mr. ::VIeston is ]"id out of thi,, 
vote.] The thing that strnck him nLout tlris 
nmtter was that not,wJthstanrling that T\fr. Mes­
ton was t Protector of Aboriginals, he would be 
found walking abont Queen street. If the 
aboriginj,l stations in the ~outhern p11rtion oi the 
State were as well 1nanaged as the Church of 
Eng-land mission station a.t Cairns, they \Vnu1d 
be self-supporting. \Vhile he thought they 
should do all they could for the aboriginals, stili 
he wa' also of opinion that it was desirable to 
make the e,tations self-supporting if possible. 

TheSECRETARYFOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
lVIr. :i\1eston's salary was £300 a year. Last 
year, owing to the operation of the Special 
Retrenchment Act, he received £272 10s., his 
travelling expenses were £125 12s. -tel., and post­
age, incidentals, «.nd petty disbursements 
a•nounted to £13 3s, 3d. ; total, £411 14s. 8d. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON said they had reports 
from the Northern Protector of Aboriginals, but 
he had never seen a report from the Southern 
protector. Did that officer not write ''"Y 
report? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXlJS 
thought thf>t this was the first tirne he had heard 
any reflection cast upon the epistolary c:tpacity 
of the Southern protePtor. They all knew that 
~lr. 11eston had a remarkable genius for writing. 
He did not appear to ha\e sent in any formal 
report of the proceedings for last year, Ln t there 
were rnany documents relating to his 'vork to be 
found in the archive' of the department. 

1\Ir .• J. HAMILTON: He had seen some of 
::\fr. I\leston'.s reports, which were very inttTest­
ing and instructive, a.nd he thought members 
suffpred n, los~ in not having an opportnnity ut 
re'lding them. He should like to know how the 
~noney voted for n1ission stations was applied. 
He helieved the rni~sion stations were hUPlJnrted 
by organisations, and that the money voted by 
the Committee was a subsidiary gmnt. \Vas 
that money applied 1\irectly to the supplying of 
the blacks with rations, or was it also used in 
absistine, to keep the whites who were koking 
after those institutions? 

Hm· .• J. F. G. FOXTON: Perhaps he might 
give that inforuution. The money voted by 
Parliament to the various mission stations 
was scrupulously applied to the providing 
of rations for the aboriginals, and aho to 
paying the salary of the school teacher. The 
missionaries themselves were supported and 
paid from other funrls. He was not quite 
:JerLain whether this was absolutely correct 
with regard to Fraser's Island, but he thought 
that it was. At any rate, it was so in 
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>;efiard. to the other stations. Deebing Creek 
m1ght also be considered rather an exception, 
becanHe that station had by judicious manage­
ment fairly well paid its own way-in fact, they 
would have been actually paying their way 
at this time had it not been for the drought and 
tbe consequent losses of stock, and they would 
not have been asking- for any further assistance 
from the Go\'ernment. That was the hope of 
the Rei'. :VIr. Robertson, who was the chairman 
of the committee managing the in,titution, and it 
was believed now that, in the course of a year 
or two, they would be in the position which 
they bad hoped to be in at the present time. 
He might mention as an interesting fact that 
these aboriginals bad by their labour in ring­
bark~ng, fencin.R', and scrub-clearing 1nanaged to 
acqmre for themselves out of their earnings a 
<crub farm near Peak .:VIonntain, which they 
had cleared of ecrub, and were cultivatinf( with 
very gre.,c success. 'rhey had now undertaken 
a contract, he was informed by :Mr. l{obertson, 
to clear another scrub far1n, and as retnuneration 
for that they would receive from the owner 
101! acres of scrub land, which they would also 
then proceed to clear and cultivate. \Vhen 
tbo,-e farms were in full swing, and they had 
ree;uperated their st.ock of cattle, there was little 
doubt that the station would paY its own way. 

:\Ir. STORY said the "sweet' rea,onablene3s •· 
Gf the debate n\ust comrnend itself to the 
countr,•. On nearly every question that had 
been asked th~ information had been given by 
ex-:\Im1sters "tting on the Opposition side of the 
House. Of course, the present occupants of the 
Treasury bench had not yet had time to see into 
matters thoroughly, and any information neces­
sary about any department was supplied by their 
predecessors. "\Vhen, by 'md by, the charge 
was made that the Estimates had been unduly 
prolnn;;ed, he hoped those who made the com­
phint would try and recollect that the informa­
tion that was not obtainable from the front 
Trc.rsury benc_h- and naturally so--was supplied 
by the ex-:\lnnsters. Under tllose circumstances 
it won\d not be fair afterwards to say that the 
r;stir:ntes had been unduly prolonged by opposi­
tion tron1 tha.t side. 

The ~ECR.E'i'ARY .!<'OR PUBIJIU LA.i\iDS: 
The remarks of the hnn. member for lhlonne 
were ,_d;ont 8:5 f::tr a.wa,y fron1 truth as any he had 
ever hccnd in the House. rOppositinn members: 
Oh, •:h 1

] [Government member·: Hear, hear!] 
He only took office in September, and he chal­
lenged any hrm. member to sav wh•ether he had 
not an:·<\Vered every qnet-3tion" put to him \Vith 
re:.;ard U1 the L:tnd8 1Jepartrn~nt as far as a.ny 
~1ewchn~u l\liuititer could. [G-o\·ernment tnem­
bers : He9.r, hear ! J He feared he had mistaken 

di~pnsition of tt!e hon. n1ernber for Halonne. 
had hilherto rP'.(arded him as 3, generou~, high­

minded man above t.h't kind of twopenny-half­
penny p:<rty pol"mic,, and yet the hrm. member 
110\V rnadeaf-<~ertions a.t:~ unjustifiable as any he had 
ever hf''·Hd corne from rner_nbers 'vho did not pro­
f~ss ~o he educatPd n1en. [Governtnent n1embBrR : 
Hear, hear 1

] The hon. member talked like that 
in the House ; he sang another tune when he 

to birn at the Lands Department, ,,,, he had 
rnor·e than once or t,.vlce since he had 

ll.Ssumed office . 
.:\lr. STORY said the hem. gentleman's 

atta,ck npon him was unw,nranted. ropposition 
wemhers: Hear, bear !J He ha(] s[JOken with 
"b"olnte _truth and honesty after listening to the 
explanatwns of the hon. rnernber for Carnarvon 
·wit!t n_.g-ard to 1natters with which he ,-va;;; intima­
tely acquainted, and which the Minister for 
Lands had not h~d time to master "et. He had 
not t!w slig-htest idea in his Inind of saying any­
thing ungenerous or anno.ving to the hon. gentle­
man, who had lost his temper, and said things 

he would not otherwise have said. He might at 
least give bim credit for having the same gentle­
mauly instincts as himself. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! It is not right to 
allow this discussion, which is a purely pers.mal 
matter, to g-o any further, and I mHst ask hon. 
members to confine themselves to the vote. 

i\Ir. I:'\ TORY: He was not going any further, 
but he would ask to be allowed to say that when 
he went to the Minister for Lands at his 
office, he went there expecting be would do jus­
tice, which he did. He asked him for no favour. 
As to his attitude being- different there from what 
it was at the La.nds Office, it was nothing of the 
kind. He bad not attacked him, and never 
intended in any way to attack him. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order' I must rule the 
hon. member out of order, and ask him to con­
tine himself to the vote. I have allowed the 
hon. member a fair amount of liberty to reply to 
the remarks of the ?>Iinister for Lands, and be 
must now confine his remarks to the question 
before the Committee. 

Mr. STORY: If the Chairman designated 
what the i\!Iinister said '" "remarks," he begged 
to differ from him. They were only a string of 
ungentlemanly insults to himself. 

HoN. R PHILP : He had never heard a 
more unwarranted attack on nny hon. rr1e1nber. 
[Opposition members: Hear, hear!] Every­
body who knew ::\lr. 1:'\tory, the member for 
Bctlonne--

The CHAI.RMAX : Order~ I must again 
ask hon. members to confine themselves to the 
vote before them. This is purely a personal 
matter, and has nuthing tu do with the question. 

Hox. R. PHILP: Only that afternoon the 
:Minister told the hon. member for Mackay, who 
had asked a civil question, to get his information 
from the hem. member for Burrnm. That was a 
most impertinent remark to make when he (Hon. 
R. Philp) was speaking about the repurchased 
lands. 

The CHAIR:VIAN : Order ! I am snre the 
leader of the Opposition must see that this has 
no connection with the vote before the Com­
mittee. It is my duty to see that hon. members 
confine themselves to "the qne9tion. 

HoN. R. PHILP: They had been most 
indulgent to the :\linister the last two days. He 
had only spoken once before to-day. LThe 
::;EURET.~HY l''OR PcBLIU LANDS : I do not know 
hnw vou corne into thi;-; rnatter. I have not re­
proached you.] He was leader of the Opposition, 
and it waH his business to take care that they 
were not in>ulted. He considered the hon. 
member for i\lfack<ty had been grossly insulted 
this afternoon. fThe SECRETARY 1<'0R Pt:BLIC 
I,Axns: I do not suppose the hon. member 
thinks so.] [Mr. PAGET: I do.] If the Minister 
h:cd not taken the part of one of his supporters 
a~ he had last night, he would have got his ~~sti­
mates finished long ago: lmt, inst<e.'d of reprov­
ing the hon. member for Bnrrnm, as thr late 
1\'llnistPr for LandEi woulrJ have done-no matte1' 
what side of llhe Hou'e he sat on-be tried to 
cover hiH remarks. \Vhen the hon. gentleman 
ban been a little long-er a :Ylinister he (Hon. lL 
Philr) thought that he would be rather ashamed 
of his condnct this afternocm. [Opposition 
members: He"r, hectr !] . 

HoN. ,J. ]•'. G. FOXTOX: It was new to hnn 
that when an bon. memher attach'd another 
hon. rnember in connection with any rernarks 
made by an bon. member, which had a dist!nct 
reference to the }Jstimates under consideration, 
that the bon. member attacked should not be 
permitted to reply. [An honourable member: 
He has replied.] It was entirely new--

The CHAlltMAN: Order! [Government 
members : Chair, chair !l 
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HoN. J. F. G. :fu'OXTO::\: It was entirely new 
--[Mr. KERR: You remember you used to sing 
out ~' Chairl" when you were on the Governrnent 
benches.] 

The CHAIRMAN: Order l 
HoN. J. F. G. FOXTON: It was quite com­

petent for hon. members to sing out "Chair! " 
[Mr. J ENKIXSON : Or sofa, if they like.] 

The CHAIRMAN: Order l 
HoN .• T. F. G. FOXTOl\f: He would have 

liked to have said a great deal about what he 
considered a most unwarrantable attack that the 
::\Iinister for Lands had made--

The CHAIRMAN: Order l 
HoN. J. F. G. J!'OXTON: Upon the hon. 

member for Balonnf', but seeing that the debate 
was going to be curtailed in this fashion. he had 
no choice, and it was necess·crv for him 'to leave 
to the Minister for Lands as r;JUch sati,faction as 
he might be able to get out of the fact that he 
has unquestionably displayed an amount of heat 
which was very unusual for a Minister in charge 
of an estimate to display. He ventured to say that 
when he was in cl:arge of an estimate he had never 
displayed such heat. [Government members: 
Oh, ob l] He hoped hon. members would hear 
him out. He could say he had never used such 
language as had been chosen by the :\Iinister for 
Lands towards the hon. member for Balonne, 
when he was in charge of his Estimates. Really 
he was in a difficulty, and he must appeal to the 
Chairman to get him out of it. If he was not at 
liberty to refer to the remarks which had passed 
between two members which were directly 
connected with the vote under discussion, be 
wanted to know to what extent he was justified 
in referring to anything at all on these Estimates? 
He would like to know whether the Minister for 
Lands had taken into consideration the present 
position of the Durundur reserve, and what he 
proposed to do in connection with it? 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR PlTBLIC LANDS: 
He thought that had been a subject of some 
perturbation to the hon. member-that he had 
been cogitating about it, and it would be much 
more interesting to hear the result of his delibera­
tions. He (the Secretary for Public Lands) had 
not thought very much over the matter. 

HoN .• J. F. G. FOXTON: He was under the 
impression that the hon. member was taking the 
responsibility of the Estimates, and that he 
would have formed some views with regard to 
what he proposed to do with regard to matters 
which had been all but completed before he 
{Hon. J. F. G. Foxton) left office. Apparently 
the Minister for Lauds took precious little interest 
in the aboriginals of Queensland. [The SECRE­
TARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS : I take just as much 
interest in them as you do, with less advertising 
of the f:wt.] The hon. gentleman, by his atti­
tude and by his supercilious reply to his {Hon. 
J. F. G. Foxton'R) question, and his attitude 
with regard to this particular reserve, rather 
indicated that he did not take the same amount 
of interest in the aboriginals of Queensland as 
he (Hon .• T. F. G. Foxtou) did. [The SECRETARY 
FOR PuBLIC LANDS : I never cast any reproach 
on your reputation in this connection, and I am 
scarcely le•., keen about the matter than you are.] 
The hon. gentleman made a verv supercilious 
reply to an ordinary question of his (Hon. J. :F. G. 
Foxton's), which was only prompted by the 
interest he took in the matter. [The SECRETARY 
EOR PUBLIC LANDS : You can get the informa­
tion any day you like. Y on know that perfectly 
well.] WelL he would likP. the information now, 
a.nd he would like the public to know what that 
information was. That was not the way for the 
hon. g-entleman to conduct business--to say that 
he (Hon .• J. }1', G. ]'oxton) could g·et the informa­
tion any day he liked. Suppose he was trying to 
get these Estimates through, and the hon. member 

for Clermont, or others associated with his party. 
had asked him in a similar polite and moderate way 
for information, and he (Hon. J. F. G. Foxton) 
had replied in the same supercilious manner-­
[The SECRETARY ~'OR PUBLIC LANDS : Your 
question was not prompted by pure interest, but 
by curiosity.] The hon. gentleman in saying that 
did him (Hon. ,J. F. G. Foxton) an injustice. 'fhe 
hon. gentleman's advent to the Treasury bench 
seemed to have spoilt his temper; he could not 
underst<tnd him at all. He begged to assure the 
hon. gentleman, as amply and fully as it was 
possible for one man to assure another, that be 
bad no intention whatever of poking fun at him. 
It was purely out of interest in the subject 
that he had asked the questio11. Perhaps the 
Minister for Lands did not know that the 
Durundur reserve comprised 1,800 to 2,000 acres. 
The throwing open of the Duruudur E,tate had 
caused a lot of settlement in its immediate 
vicinity, and the aborigmals there were confined 
to a very large extent within narrow limits, and 
sometimes it was diflicnlt to manage them. But 
a finer set of fellows you could not wish to see. 
The discipline and the morale there were admir­
able. There were about 300 blacks there, 
but it was clear that that reservn could not ue 

made a permanent reserve, and the 
[8 p. m.] sooner the aboriginals were removed 

tbe better. There was no school for 
the children, and it was impossible to put up 
buildings in a place that might be abandoned 
shortly. He would like to know whether the hon. 
gentleman had formed any opinion on the matter 
he mentioned to the hon. gentleman privately 
some mouths ago with regard to another loca­
tion for the aborigina Is. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR PUBLIC LAKDS: 
He thought that there was a great deal in the 
Yiews of the hon. gentleman with regard to 
transferring the atoriginals to another place. It 
was a delicate question, however, and a good 
deal of inquiry would have to be made. Geo­
graphically, and from the point of view of natural 
history, he did not suppose that there could be 
a better location than the one which the hon. 
member had su:::gested to him privately. 

Mr. GRANT: Last :Vlonday he took the 
opportunity of going over the Durundnr reserve, 
where there were about 200 aboriginals. TheTe 
was nothing for them to do--no hunting-, no 
fishing, and no school for the children. The 
pla~e was well managed as far as he could see, 
but he believed it could be made self-supporting. 
'fhere was an area of 1,000 acres. On the resen·e 
there were 150 head of cattle, thirty belonging 
to the Government, and the rest to the Commis­
sioner of Police and some of the inspectors. 
He understood there were some polo ponies, 
which required a man k> takP them up an_d 
down. He did not know that the pubhc 
reserves ought to be used by public offic~rs 
for private purposes in that way. The pnce 
paid for meat was 3~d. per lb., and the quan: 
tity used was 500 lb. per week. It would 
be quite easy for the Government to stock the 
reserve with some cattle, and then the cost of 
meat mi"ht be reduced to ld. per lb. It was 
country that would repay cultiv<ttion. There 
was permanent water, and he saw places where 
the blacks had formed little gardens to grow 
vegetables. He asked the blacb how they liked 
being there. Some of the older blacks seemed 
to like it in a general way, but they said it was 
monotonous because they had nothing to 
do. He thought they would be mther gt•d than 
otherwise to have some work to do. There were 
>Ome young girls on the place who had tasted the 
bitter sweets of city life, and did not care to b<o 
there, but he thought it far better that they 
should be there than knocking about the st-reets 
of a big town. There were some who would be 
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better if employed with white people-half-caste 
girls who had not been brought up among the 
blacks, who were well educated; and some of them 
considered it a degradation to live in a black's 
camp. He thought that compelling them to live 
there would bring them down instead of raising 
them. There were two little quadroon girls six 
or seven years old, and if one saw them with 
two or three hundred white girls he would not 
be able to notice the difference. There was not 
a sign of black blood in them. He thought it 
was rather a shame to let little girls like that 
live in a black's camp. He thoug-ht the manager 
was a good man, but did not think the place was 
well mmaged. He thought it should be made 
self-supporting. He was told '·ome people in the 
neighbourhood objected to the blacks being 
there. On account of there being no animals on 
the reserve for the blacks to hunt, they were in 
the habit of going into the neighbouring pad­
docks. They might probably meet with white 
children going to school, and it could easily 
be understood that the poeple in the neigh­
bourhood would not relish the blacks being 
there. He thought, if it was desirable to keep 
the blacks at that place, there should be some 
attempt to bring the ground under cultivation. 
Unless something of that kind were done, it 
would be better to shift the camp to a more 
isolated position, where there would be hunting, 
fishing, and land for cultivation and grazing pur­
poses. The n1anagPr, ~o far as he could see, was 
a very good man for the position, and his wife 
was very kind-henrted and very good to the 
blacks. He did not think the Go;ernment treated 
them very well, however. They had two children, 
and there were only two rooms in the honse 
-one a bedroom and the other a sittin~-room. 
The cooking was done in a place outside. He 
thought the little money spent on the aboriginals 
was money well spent. The land had been taken 
from the blacks, and he took it that the few 
remaining would not be ailowed to perish about 
the towns, where they could get drink and 
opium. 

HoN .. J. F. G. FOXTON: At the risk of 
being told by the Secretary for Lands that he 
was advertisi11g himself in this matter, be would 
like to say a few words of con,pliment to the 
hon. member for Rockhampton npon the interest 
he took in the question. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
desired to withdraw the statement he had wade 
and to apologise. He w•s very sJrry he made it: 
[Honourable members: Hear, hear!] 

HoN. J. F. G. FOXTON was exceedingly 
obliged to the hon. gentleman for having done 
so. [The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS: I said it 
with some heat, which was quite unjustifiable.] 
He was oblig-ed to the hon. gentleman. He con­
gratulated the hon. member for Rockhampton. 
He was always very glad to find any accession 
to the ranks of those who took a deep interest in 
the aboriginals, especially if they happened to 
be members of that House. The hon. member 
really emphasised what he had previously said 
in regard to the place, but he did not quite agree 
with the hon. member about the adequa0v of the 
area. It was probable that a considerable 
additional number would have to go to Durun­
dur, or that another reserve W<l11ld have to be 
found .. During the last two years iVIr. Yreston, 
at vanous times, had been tranlling over the 
country with the view of ascertaining whether it 
would be possible to find a resting plaue for these 
peopie, seeing that they n1ust n1ove frorn where 
they were owing to the incre1Se in the snrround­
ing population. Mr. :Yimtou had been up the c<;a8t 
as far as Rockhampton in search of a suitable 
spot, but, so far as his information went, with 
one exception they were altogether unsuitable. 
[Mr. GRAN~': 'What about :Fraser Island?] 

Fraser I,Jand was distinctly an object lesson to 
the community. The blacks bad been placed on 
the island be.cause it was a mild kind of St. 
H elena for a certain class of them-it was 
difficult for them to get a way. A considerable 
amount of money was spent there, and it would 
cost a great deal to remove the station, while to 
ma.ke it self-supporting wa.s hopeless. The fish­
ing was very precarious, and very little c_ultiva­
tion was possible. With that before b1m, he 
was of opinion that it was no use putting 
aboriginals down on barren spots. He had been 
tu Mapoon, and the sa.me objection npplied 
there. At enormoug expense, seaweed h ·d been 
carried up into the garden, and a somewhat 
small garden was now cultivated with the >tid of 
irrigation. The hon. member for Burke referred 
to Y arrabah. That was an admirable reserve, 
and was almost self-supporting. It had natural 
ad ''antages w hi eh were not possessed by any 
other reserve, and if such a place could be got in 
the South-and be hoped to see one-he believed 
the blacks at Durundur might very advan­
tageously be removed to it, where there would 
be ample room for bunting and cultivation. 
[~Ir. GR-l.NT: vVhere is that?] He thought it was 
not advisable to say until it was definitely fixed, 
bul there was such a spot. Th8 Secretary for 
Lands knew the olace be alluded to. He wa.s 
surprised to !ear;, from the hon. member for 
Rockhampton that there were any quadroons at 
Durundur, He must say, in justice to the 
managemGnt there, that it was sometimes very 
difficult to dea.l with cases. He d1d not know 
anything about tbe case, but it wtts quite 
pos~ible that the mother was an intractable 
woman, and it would be almost mhuman to 
separate the children from her. It might also 
be the fact that she had been tried in service and 
proved a failure, and those cases were difficult 
to deal with. He did not think it would be 
possible to get anyone to mttnage the place better 
than I~fr. and ::\Irs. Tronson, and they were much 
underpaid, too. But it must be obvious that it 
was not advisable to expend much money on a 
temporary abode, and it was his desire to see the 
children at school, and to see the people settled 
down in their own little homes, and with t.heir 
own gardens and their communal cultivation, 
such as they had at Y arrabah, that made him 
hope the Secretary for Lands would not delay 
further consideration of the matter. 

i\ir. J. HAMILTON : The establishment of 
a suitable reserve for the aboriginals was a 
problem which it was their duty to try and solve 
satisfactorily. He had been at Dnrundur, and 
was very much pleased with what he saw the_re. 
He noticed that i\Ir. Meston was regarded w1th 
great affection and confidence l_Jy the abori~in_als. 
They were thoroughly subsRI v1ent to dlSCJplme. 
Mr. Meston treated them just like he would 
tl'eat white men, and they ap[;reciated it. He 
had a lot of experience of black-;, and he noticed 
that they were remarkably sensitive in that 
way, and the ma.n who treated them like human 
beings they always respecled. Mr. Tron,son, 
also, got on very well. At the same tune, 
Durundur had its clisaclvanta:;es. It was too 
near to white people, for one thing. He would 
sooner see the blacks taken away from the 
haunts of white men, and, although they might 
thilil< it would be bet.ter to teach them to till 
the ground, they could not chang" the _habits 
of a race in one generation, and he. d1d not 
think it was desitaUe to attempt to do so. 
They were brought up as hunters; they preferred 
that kind of life, and it wa-< impossible to make 
them change their mode of living. He should 
have thought that some island like Fraser',, 
Island would have been a suitable place to settle 
them on. It was said that they could not sup­
port themselves there, but savage tribes had been 
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sr•.tled therp for generation' before the white 
man occupied the country at all, and he did not 
see why they could not livA there now. It h"d 
been said that fish were not plentiful there. 
He ha.d lived for a couple of months on 
<me end of :Wraser's Island, and he got any 
number of fish. Again, even if such a set­
·tle~Ie!lt did not. pay they should nnt begrudge 
a httle expenditure. \Vhen they considered 
the immense and valuable area th~y bad taken 
away from th~ aboriginals, they 01wht to make 
the few who remained as 0-)mforte.bl; as possible, 
and allow thorn to puraue their own line 
of life. Look at the way in which the natives of 
New Zealand were treated ! They could get hun­
dred.s of thousands of pounds for the htnd they 
owned, simply because they did not allow the 
white man to 'bully them out of it. On the other 
hn>ld, in Austmlia they had bullied the land out 
of the aboriginals, and the least they could do now 
was tn make r.ome slight restitutinn and so pro­
vide for them that they conld c;rry on their 
occupatiOn nf hunting and fishing by subsidising 
them as liberally as possible. 

Mr. HARDACRE: It was right in con­
nection with that item to express what he 
thought was the univerr,al feeling outside-that 
the administration of that vote reflected very 
high praise on the late Home Secretary, Mr. 
Foxton. \VhateYerdifferences there might hav·e 
been b_etween them politically, he had always 
appremated the hon. gentleman's action in con­
necti',)n with the aboriginal vote. No action 
that the hnn. gentleman had ever taken would 
redound more to his credit than the action he 
had taken in connect ion with the aboriuinals of 
the State. His name would alwavs be asso­
ciated with the first real attelllpt that had been 
:made by any J'vlinister in <zueenslanrl to de­
cidedly and emphatically place the condition of 
the ahorig\nals _on a better footing, and the hon. 
gentleman s actwn woulr!notonly reflect credit on 
himself, but through him on th~ Stale genero.lly, 
Little less than that could be said with regard 
to the protector, who had always been a friend 
to the aboriginali; of (.lneenslanci. He wa' ven 
ple~sed to hear the Secret.try for Lands say that 
his interest in the matter was scarcr"ly les:: than 
that of the late Home Secretary. There was one 
little matter which he hardlv liked in connection 
with the protector's adrnin'istration. It mi"'ht 
be unavoidable, but in any c tse it seemed to him 
to be• susceptible of improvement. In o-ather­
in~ ~n the aborigin::tls for the purP~Je of 
bnng1ng thmn to thP reserYe~, tbPre was a 
method adopted which he thmwht was not 
calculated to impress nnon the'm that the 
desire of the Gnvern1nent._ was tn a"siE-:t tlwn1. 
The prgctice 0f thP Southr-!rn prot<~ctor see1nrd 
to b'3 to suddenly '-'prin:~ into a district aln1ost 
unannounced~ and n1aln" a 1.vild raid on some 
town~hip, grubbing hold of aq many abnriginalR 
as he c~)uld catch in the few days he was there, 
and talnn)S them away altogether, irrest;ective of 
the. a'"·':iOCl~,~,lun~ he n'?.~ taking- them from, or 
then· ~"Ltt1nr~.~ or en1~)lny1nent. ']_'he effect \Vas 
that, Hl ::<orne caset•, Wives hnd been taken frcnn 
husband~, :111d childret1 frnrn their p'trent:,, 
[Hon. ,T. F. G . .FoxTox : That is avoided if 
possible.] He wn,; quite Rnre it was, but. the 
effect wa "'to dl'iYe those who]( .~rnt that pro· 
tectol' wn,s in the neig-hbourhood awnx the 
townships, where they wetekept in fen rand tremb­
ling lest they should be taken tn some unknown 
place for an unknown purpr1.se. Tlwy were dri \ n 
1nt~) an ahnost starved cr1ndition, a yoiderl all 
whltA 1nen, and often, in order to satiRfy their 
hungt~r, were obliged to <;;te:1l food and rub 
persons. That was not. a de>imble ct:tte of 
things, and it seem0d to him that "' better 
method could be adopted in order to indnce 
those people to go peaceably awav to tlw resen-~<. 

He thought, for instance, that an educated 
aboriginal might accompany the protector, and, 
by mixing with the people, gh·e them a know 
ledge of what it was the desire of the Govern­
ment to do for them, and what the effect of going 
away would he. He hoped the Minister would 
give some cnnsideration to that fe,,tnre of the 
subject. 
~- Mr. FORSYTH : There SPemed to be ~"n 
irr1pression an1ongst Rome people that statior:· 
owners and others had not treated the aborJ­
ginals as they ought to have done. He noticed 
in the protector's rep<'rt. that he s11d that statwn­
owners were in the habit of giving thC' aboriginals 
money, and sometimes they took too much 
drink, thus abusing the generosity of those who 
had heen kind to them. As far as he knew. he 
had always found the station-owners treat their 
aborigina'I boyH rerr1ar~ca?ly well. AR a m~ttter 
of faet, it was to the1r mt2rest to do so. At 
page 1G of his report, Dr. Roth said--

Protector Galbraith is" glad to report that no com~ 
plaints have been made (nor i.n any w::ty brought under 
HfV notice) ot ofienct.., aga.in::;t the pm::-on or stock by 
ab~originuls.'' 

That was scarcely correct, for he mentioned one 
case last year in connection with 

[l-1"30 p.rn.] some black boys who interfered wit.h 
cattle on a station. The matter 

was brought under the notice of the protector, 
and he at once took action, with the result that 
the ringleader was removed fronJ that part of 
the country. One serioue complaint made by 
leaseholders in remote parts of the country was 
that if aboriginals speared or interfered with 
cattle they had no power to take those boys up, 
but had to report the matter to the nearest 
police station, which might be 100 miles away. 
He thought that matter might be remedied by 
allowing them to take the offenders before the 
nearest police mRgi .. tr::.te to he dealt w1th. At 
page 23 of his report, Dr. Roth said-

The time ha~ in my opinion, UO\Y arrived when it is 
imperative tllat various areas in the extreme \;rr<1.tern 
and Gnlf distri(•ts he cledicntpd wholly and solei~- to the 
mttives. A :reserve ll'ilf Iull or ocenpaUon license:-; 
\:.e .. annnalleas--:s held by private occupier!') will not 
ar•S\Y~ r the pnrpo."P. 'l'hc whole question resolve<; 11 "elf 
illto one of either sacrificing many lnnuan lin~~. or 
losing :t fC\Y ponnds deri\-ed from rents. Ro long as tlw 
lanrt can he taken up at a few shilling· per square mile. 
and no rrovision made for the depenrlent hlacks who 
can and are being hnntcrl off it, there certaiu ly will be 
trouble. 

He nnder;;tood that land had heen set apart for 
Rboriginal reser\'e' lately, bnt in any caRe he 
thought it wn.s '"carcely the correc-t thing fo~: I)~'· 
Roth to discuss the policy of the land lo '·"m htR 
report. 1,here \vere thousands of ~qnnre 111ile~ of 
land lying idle in the Gulf country which was 
not utilised, and these landR nnght be used 
as ret'erves fer aborigina1s. He v, .u; very glad 
that • reRervA had been proclahned b.~tween 
N'ormanton and Cooktown. Protector Gal­
braith, Norrnanton, repnrt~~d coneerning his c1is­
trict that---

'Thongh the Act i~ wol'king \veil. JPt it f;tlll reqnire:o: 
assistanrtJ in the matter of rt'sc-n've.:;:. quarantine statlont-1 
et1neation. ancl suitable employment. 

There were abont 125 bl.·cks at Normr.nton 
'iYithin the town bo'lnd:.rv. and he did not kno\v 
what was the be~t thingto'do with them. They 
were 1nost n1iserable wrecks of hntnanity) 8,nd 
they were living on the gerwro,ity of the people 
of the town. He thought that ,.;on1e means 
.,honld be deviRed by which the Government 
cou1d qec-ure control over these blacks, and pro. 
Yide f(Jr their we1fan, i.nRtPa.d of leaYing then'~ 
dependent on what theY conld get from hotels 
nnd private houses. He trusted the J'vlinister 
'"ould tal<e this matter into consideration. Per­
sonally, he was very glad tu hear that the Act 
wa~ working so well. tie had heard a good. 
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deal in a casual way against the Act, but had no 
drstinct facts pbced at his disposal. The only rli•­
tinct charge against Dr. Rotb was the case that 
he had instanced and he was very glad to say that 
that matter was righted. Any report' he had 
received were simply to the effect Lhat. the persons 
complaining did not want the department, did 
not want Dr. Hotb, and did not want the Act, 
and he refused to net up•>n general complaints of 
that nature, lmt st:1 ted that if a specitic charge 
war; formulated he would bring the matter before 
the Government. So far no specific charge had 
been submitted to him. Therefore, he presumed 
that the Act was wurkin[! better than some 
people thought. But certainly in pbces like 
Bnrketown and ]\; ormanton, where there was a 
congregation nf blacks within a mile of the 
town, who could be seen within half an hour 
or an hour, the in~pector, when he \'isited the 
]'lacP, should go among them and make himself 
familiar with their condition. He sug·gested this 
because there wos not tlw slightest doubt tha.t 
many of the blacks in the North were in a very 
had way. 

:.VIr •• t. HAMIJ"TON said that 1\fr. Galbraith 
wa" a very capo ble man. and it "as his recom­
mendation that "'·" referred to on page 22 of the 
report of Ur. Rt'th, to the effect that a grant of 
land for an aboriginal re""erve should hP. made on 
the coast between the ::.Vlitchell and the Nassau 
rivers. Gn:r,t weight was to be attached to Mr. 
Galbraith's opinion, because be knew the country 
very well, and he quite agreed with that officer 
that some of those lends sh• nld be dedicated 
wholly and solely to the natives. \Vith regard 
to the money voted fc•r the relief of aboriginals, 
he found that of the £!), 2(!3 voted last 
year, one- third wa~ spent among- the whitet:. 
In South Queensland, out of £4,50t; voted, on]~~ 
£KR5 waH t-;pent cLinong· whites, wherea~ in 1_\"" orth 
Queetmland, out of £4,785 voted, £2,177, nr 
nearly half, wa" giYP.n to the whites for the 
adnrilli.stration of 2,!)00 rnen. He also ll(Jticed 
that Dr. Rnth's salary and allowances last vear 
amounted to £1i~JO, whereas JYir. MesLon, fur" the 
same thinu, received only £411. There was a,n 
item~renwval expenRes, Cooktown to .Brisbane, 
£14 t>s. ~Jd.-did tlw,t mean that the Korthern 

1 

prntector was cmning- to live down here ·: 
The 'mCRETAJtYFOR PUBLIC LAC\ US: 

ment was able to get much closer into touch with 
what was going on in the far distant North than 
when they had to depend entirely on corrt>spon­
dence. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: The wet seaeon in the 
North lasted three months-January, February, 
and ::\farch-so that Dr. Roth would oulv be in 
Brisbane during those months when Pa!'!iament 
did not happen to be in session. He was well 
acquainted with the North, and never knew a 
wet season prevent a man from getting about at 
any time. He understood that a valuable collec­
tion of curiosities had been made. Had any 
portion of that collPction been disposed of? And 
wh0re was it? 

Hol\'. J. F. G. FOXTON: An arrangement 
was made between the Government and Ur. 
Roth that a certain collection made by him of 
aboriginal curios and weapons were the property 
of the Government. ), certain portion of that 
collecti<m remained in Dr. Hoth's hand,, because 
it was necessary for him to beconstantly referring 
to it in thto course of his screntific work. [Mr. 
,J. HA~!ILTOI\': And none of them have been 
disposed of':] X ot to his knowledge. They 
were kept in a separate department at the 
n1useum. 

The SECRE'L\R Y FOR J>UBLIC LANDS: 
Dr. lloth informed him that it was thoronghly 
understood departmentally that his collection 
of curioii was the property of the Government, 
and also that he had ne\·er sold a single cnrio in 
his life. 

Mr. ,T. HAM1LTOK: It had been pointed 
out to him that one reason why Dr. Rotb 
received a larger salary than )\lr. Me.,ton was 
because he attendfd medically to polic·emen as 
well as to aboriginals, and he would like to 
know from the l\Iinister how many policemen 
had been attended by Dr. Roth during this 
year? 

The st;CRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
was informed by Dr. Roth that he w<1>: always 
pleased to give medical adYice to constables and 
their families without any ;:,barge, but he bad 
kept no recnrd of the number of cases that he 
had attended to. 

Mr. .T. HA:VIILTON asked whether Dr. 
Roth had been to Ebagoolah '! There were many 
hundreds of blacks there. 

The SECRETARY FOR PFBLTU LANDS: That wa~~ an itf'rn that ca.rue fron1 the l-Imne 1 

Departinent, and he had no information con~ 
cerning it. Dr. Roth informed him thrrt he paid 
hj.,. nwn rernovHl f'"Xll('nses fron1 Cookt~)Wn to 
Bri~bttne. 

Dr. Rotb informe,l him that he had not been tc 
, Ebagoolah. 
' :\lr .. J. HAMI.LTOJ'\: He had received num-

::VIr .. 1. J-L\M!LTOX: Did that mean that 
Dr. Hoth 's home w•nrld henceforth he in llris­
hanP': 

Ho:-; .. J. F. G, FOXTOX: He might be per­
mitted to answer that qrwstion. Dnring the wet 
.-.ec1,:;;.1n in the Korth it wa·, impossible for ])r. 
1-{oth to do ju~ticr> to his dutie~, and it w:1s his 
practicf'to remain at Conktown during that perior\ 
preparing hiR rPports and doing ciCientific work, 
and also carrying on hiH very voluminous corres­
ponden~o with the sub-inRpector;::, who were the 
police, in Ya.rious parts of that very P-xten::;ive dis~ 
trict. It wn' found th:1t it WhSinconvenient for the 
a :\Iini,ter auri the Under Secretary tn be at "'eh 
long ;li;;;tunce fron1 l)r. Roth, who Cqu}d bP duing 
the"t ''~ ork with equal etfect. in BrislJone, and bc1 
also in touch \l·ith the heads of the deportment 
-for C~!rtain periml of the vear. It was therefore 
arranged th2.t dnring the \vet t·eason in the North 
Dr. Hnth shonlu come to Bri"bane. And very 
often a c(reat deal of information was wanted dur­
ing the sc;sion by ban. members, which could 
only be supplied by him in the event of his being 
hr~re w heu th8 Estitnate~ were gdng through. 
~For the rest of the year, of c"{lrse, Dr. Roth 
would be travelling in the North. So far that 
had worked very well indeed, and the depart-

bers of letters emphasising the nec(";sity of some 
n1edical Inan going there. \Vhen he was at 
Ebagoolah he saw abont 300 blackfellows there. 

The SECRETARY FOR l'FBLW LANDS: 
He undur.;tood that Sub-Inspector Garraway, 
who wu,s a protector of aborign1al:', had been·up 
there, and the P<llice had been instructed to 
report when it was necessa1 y fnr a doctor to be 
sent there. 

Mr .• T. HAMILTON: Sub-InspectorGanaway 
must only have gone up there hctely. For a long 
time there had been a necessity for some medical 
rnau to go there. He reeei \'ed a letter smne 
nwnth~ ago requesting thfit he should try and 
establish a hospital there, and the ho-pital com­
rnittee wfre prepared to give a rr1edical1n<1n £300 
a yeal' \vitl1 right of prh,ate practice. On 
account of the number of blackfellows near the 
town, it was thought-for a reason which he cuuld 
not explain there-that a doctor wonld make a 
vety large incotne outside the hospital. 

:iVIr. HARDACRE (Lcichhardt\: Last session 
he called attention to a quantity of rabbit-proof 
netting which wets lying in the railway yard at 
Alpha. If the board there did not want it, he 
thought it. might be sold, as some selectors had 
asked for it. Something should be done with it. 
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The SECRETAHY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: 
The netting referrPd to belonged to tbP. Mitchell 
and Leichhardt Boarde, and it bad been the 
intention of the Leicbhardt Board to use it in 
fencing the railway line; but that intention was 
not corried out. This wire was under the control 
of the,e boards. 

Mr. H_\RDACRE: If a portion of this wire 
~elonged to the Leichhardt Bowd, and they 
mtended to fence part of the Central Railway 
line with it, he thonght that some negotiations 
should be entered into, so that this wire-netting 
could be ntilised. 

Mr. CAMPBELL (Jforeton) regretted his 
absence from the Chamber when reference bad 
bePn made to the Durundur aboriginal reserve. 
He bad been for some time agitating that the 
blacks there should be remo\·ed to some other 
neighbonrhood. This resene was close to \Vood­
ford, and the people there at one time were. greatly 
exercised about the number of blacks who were 
pouring into the place. Many of thesett.lers there 
were away from their homes for a whole week 
earning a living, and their wives e~nd families 
were left absolutely unprotected. \Vhen the 
blacks were brought there, he h:td very grave 
doubts about the wisdom of that step, and he 
had frequent conferences with the then Home 
Secretary over the matter ; but he was bound to 
say, in justice to that hcm. gentleman, that his 
assurances had been borne nut by results. No 
trouble with the blacks had arisen during the 
whole time they were there; bnt still the people 
there were anxious to have them removed. [The 
SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC LANDS : I am very 
pleased to hear what you say.] He understood 
that the Mimster had given an assurance that 
they would be removed at an early date. [The 
SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LAXDS: I did not quite 
say that. I s<tid that, no doubt, it was desir­
able to remove them; bnt I did not mention 
any period.] He could give the Minister 
the information that for the last two years 
he had received no complaints about these 
blacks nor any request for their removal. 
Bringing the blacks from so many different 

parts made it an abstilutely safe 
[9 p.m.J thing, and so hr the position had 

. been satiefactory. Mr. Tronson, 
who was m charge, devoted himself to the best 
interests of the blacks. :Every time he was at 
'Voodford he made it a point to go to the 
reserve, and he found them very happy and 
contented. He thought the late Home Secre­
tary deeerved every credit for the way in which 
he had handled this qnestion, and he hoped the 
present Minister would be able to show as good 
a record at the end of his term of office. 

Mr. J. HAMIL'rON: In his report, on page 
24, Dr. Roth said that August was spent in the 
neighbourhood of Cooktmvn, Cape Bedford, 
Laura, Maytown, and the Palmer. \Vhich part 
of the Palm er did Dr. Rotb visit in August. 

TheSECRETARYFORPUBLIC LANDS: 
Dr. Roth took it that Maytown was in the Palmer 
district. 
'" Mr. ,J. HA:\1ILTON: Palmerville was on the 
Palmer; May town was also; but the report con­
veyed the impression that Dr. Roth was down the 
Palmer during August, whereas he only went 
to J\faytown in a coach one day and back again 
the next. He (Mr. Hamilton) received several 
letters complaining about it. He noticed on 
page 7 the following:-

"John }fcJ.faster" (Cook town. 10-9-02), a bf'ehe-de­
mer man, indebted to Burns. Philp. and Co., ''<iS pro­
ceeded agaim.:.t. by Protector .\I or an f'o~· harbouring tell 
aboriginals without permit on his boat :tt Eathurst 
Head. He -wa:::; convicted nnd fined 1~., bnt no cost~ 
were allowed the plaintiff. 

\Vhat was McMaster's offence? \Vas it that he 
went without a permit? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLTC LANDI:l: 
The offence was that he bad aboriginals on the 
boat without the necessary permit. 

* Mr . • T. HAMILTON: There was an altera­
tion in the law. \Vhat he had quoted from the 
report \Vas a reflection on l\1c~1aster, indicating 
that lJecause he was indebted to Messrs. Burns, 
Philp, and Cn., that was why he was only fined ls. 
He left Cooktown on the Dth April. The case 
came on, and it turned •mt that this alteration of 
the law had taken place in May~durmg the time 
he had left-and in consequence-he copied thifl 
from the Cook town paper-" It was found that 
the defendant had broken the law, but not know­
ingly or intentionally, and was fined ls." There 
was a reflection on Mr. ::1-Ic::'daster in the way it 
wa' put in the report, and, therefore, he thought 
it necess~ry to explain. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR PUBLIC LANDS: 
This was a matter in which the hon. member for 
Carpentaria took some interest, and Dr. Hoth 
had been called upon for a report. He was pre­
pared to read the report if hon. members wished. 
[Honour,ble members : Lay it on the table. 
Take it as read.] 

'· Mr. J. HAMILTON: Seeing that Dr. Both's 
report cast a slur on a re--peetable firm e.nd on 
the police magistrate, he read the police magis­
tt·ate's reason for f!iving his decision. [The 
SECRE'rARY FOR PUBLIC LANDs : There is an 
adequate explanation given here.] The beche­
de-mer industry was one which affected the 
welfare of a very large portion of his consti­
tuency. He explained tht other night that at 
Cooktown there used to be thirty boats, and they 
had tt fine livelihoc•d, and most of the men had 
families. Kow they had cleared away, and the 
same held good at Thursday Island. The last 
time he visited his constituency he had three or 
four deputations from ThursJa~· Island and 
Cooktown to see if what they called cruel regu­
lations could not be altered. In one letter that he 
received from a beche-de-mer man, he said-

1\'re want better provision for the working of the­
Aboriginal 1\'a,ti.ve Labonr Act, and the power 1Jl~H·.ed 
under an ahoriginai board, and a local experienced 
man appointed to regulate it. 

\Ve want the whole coastline in the Gulf thrown 
011en for recruiting labour, whetber the aboriginals can 
:-;peak English or not. as long as they can unden;tand 
the nature of their agreement through intm·preter&. 

All aboriginals employed on mission stations to be 
placed under the ~mme regulations as other:<. 

Licenses for sanclbanks to be abolished. 
That freeholds be granted 10 bondji£l(; shellers on all 

the islands that they have made their bomeR. 

He sincerely hoped the Minister would carry out 
the wishes of the writer, because the industry 
was being killed in order to suit the ends of one 
or two individuals who had really no experience 
among blacks. Month after month he received 
lettero complaining about the way they were· 
treated. He did not want to appear to attack 
Dr. Roth, but seeing that the police really did 
all the work, the blackfellows would be juRt as 
well treated if the money given to Dr. Hoth 
was simply swept away and the police allowed 
to do the work. The places where the largest 
numbers of blacks were, were the places which 
Dr. Rotb never visited. He nntJCed that it 
was proposed that Cooktown should be clnsed as 
a place for the distribution of blankets, and that 
all the aboriginals should go to Cape Bedford. 
He d'd not thinl< it was right that blackfellows 
should be forced to go to the mi"ion stations to 
get their blanket<. At the same time, he did not 
think that a better man could be found than 
Dr. Schwarz, who really wrote the grammar con­
tained in one of the bulletins which Dr. l:toth 
got the credit for. [Hon .• T. F. G. :FoxTo~: Dr_ 
Roth simply edited iL, and that is what the 
bulletin says. Dr. Schwarz gets the credit of 
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it.] The Government refused to let the 
"Albatross " go to Thnreday hland because 
she would cost £2,000 per annum. Well, the 
"Melbidir" cost £500, ::md if she were disposed 
of and the "Albatross" was sent up, she 
could do all the police work along- the coast 
and also the work at Thursday Isbnd, at an 
additional cost of only £1,!500. [Mr. KERR : 
Anrl she could do the ele-ctioneering- work as 
well.] That reminued him tha.t it was stated 
that he had used the '' Melbidir" for electioneer­
ing purposes. On the occasion refterred to, he 
was going from a southern tin mine to Bloom­
field, and, when he got to Bloomfi,·ld, he was 
invited by the captain uf the '' Melbidir" 
to go for a sail to Conktown-about 30 miles 
away. He paid a ma11 £1 to t>tke his horses into 
Cooktown, and he sailed in the ''Melbidir." 

The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC LANDS : 
It would be interesting to the Committee to know 
that the vote for blankets was decreasing, and 
theN orthern protector was not rebuked for any 
additional expense, but rather for curtailing the 
supplies, and be suggested that part of the expen­
diture in blankets might more pro~erly be devoted 
to the purchase of material, such as fishing nets. 
The hon. member for Cook made rather an inter­
esting reference to the beche-de-rner industry, and 
he se•med todesiretoconvey to the Committee the 
idea that, owing to the :tcti:m of the Northern pro­
tector in connection with the supply of aborigi­
nal labour, the industry was dec~ying. He had 
been supplied with some figures by the N art hern 
protector which came from the office of the Go­
vernment Statistician, and, acc<irding to those 
figures, the export of becbe-de-mer in the year 
189!! was 3:) tons 12 cwt., of a value nf some 
£3,000 odd; in 1!100 the export fell to 2iJ tons 
11 cwt., valued at £2,000 odd; in l!J01 the 
export was 40 tons 1 cwt., valued at £9,000 odd; 
and in 1902 the export w.1s 101 ton~, of a value 
of £12,000. [Government members: Hear, 
hear! J 

Mr. J. HAMILTON : Knowing the devious 
ways of some gentlemen-be was not referring­
to the Minister-he thought that would probahly 
be brnught up, and he would expo'e the dis­
ingenuousness of the statement, although he 
acquitted the Minister of making it. One 
would imagine from it that a great many more 
individua.!s and boats were employed in the 
industry now. [The SECRE'l'ARY FOR PUBLIC 
LANDS : No ; the,e figures really show that the 
industry is not declining.] He had explained 
that the industry was going down because a 
sufficient numher of natives could not 
be obtained. The increase in the yield of 
beche-de-mer was due to the fact that 
more becbe-de-mer was coming on to the 
banks. In 1899 there were thirteen boats, and 
only 14 tons of beche-de-mer were obtained. 
[The SEORETAI\Y FOR PUBLIC LANDs: No; 3ii 
tons.] All right, have it so. (Laughter.) 
In 190fl there were Aleven boats and 13 tons. 
[The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANlls: 25 tons.] 
In 1901 there were 52 tons and only nine boate, 
[The 8ECRE'£ARY FOR Pum~IC LANDS: My figures 
are 40 tonR.] He was qmte snre the hon. gentle­
man was wronv, becanse he had obtained the 
figures from the Collector of Customs. [The 
SECRETARY J<'OR PUBLIC LANJ JS: \V hat are the 
figures for Hl02 ?] /0 tons. [The SEORE'rARY JWR 
PUBLIC LA"fDS: No; 101 tons.] The hem. gentle­
man wa~ qnite wrong. I--Ie was out a year every 
time. (Government laughter.) At anv rate, 
three times the amount of beche-de-m.er had 
been obtained bv a lesser number of boats. The 
hon. gentleman's statement was intended to 
cor,vev the impression that the industry was 
not being ruined by a lack of labour L.ecause 
of the greater amount of beche-de-mer being 

obtained, and that that indicated there was 
plenty of labour. But he had shown that 
that 'was not the case; although three times 
the amount of beche-de-mAr was being exported 
there was a smaller number of boats. l The 
SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC LANDS: Your important 
statement was that owing to tbe action of the 
Northern Protector the industry was dying out.] 
They all knew that he wa; doing his best to kill 
it, but on account of the abnormal ',<tches he 
had not succeeded. [The SECRETARY FOH l't:BLlC 
LANDR: A' a matter of fact tl1e protectnr is 
ready enongb with his permits to recruit labour.] 
The regulations were looked on as farcical all 
along the coast, and there was no man engaged 
in the industry who was not disgusted with 
them. The only petsons who approved of the 
regubtions were the missionaries at ::\Iapoon. 

Ho:-< .. J. F. G. FOXTOK: The regulations 
had been framed in the interests of t,he abori­
gir."ls, and he wns safe in saying that they were 
effective so far as protecting the aboriginals was 
concerned. It was a well recognised fact that 
the abuses which med to uccur on the boats were 
a disgrace to civilisation, and it was time some­
thing w:ts done to protect the aboriginals on the 
boats, even if the production of beche-de-mer 
was largely decreased. Before he left office he 
saw figures that satisfied him that notwith­
standi~g the additional protection afforded 
the aboriginals, n1nre beche-de-rner than ever 

i was being got. The rnatter wafl one to which 
he gave a good deal of attention some 
rnonths ago, and a very intelligrnt resident 
of Thursday Island furnished him with a scheme 
for the more effectual recruiting of >tboriginals 
down on the Gulf coast. N"o recruiting was 
allowed south of Mapoon, or down about the 
Archer. That w"s closed ground, but the scheme 
was that, in o1der to prevent the abuses which 
apparently were inseparable from the system of 
recruiting on those lonelv Rhnre~. the Govern­
ment should undertake th'e whole of the recruit­
ing, and est>tblish a station in the vicinity of 
Goode I si m d. The whole thing was very well 
worked out, and would cost oomething like 
£1,200 a year. On going into details and getting 
reports from Mr. Bennett, the sub·collector at 
Thursday Island, the Hon .• Tohn Douglas, and 
the :'If orthern protector, he satisfied himself 
that the •cheme was not practic:tble. The 
great objection to it would be that the 
beche-de-mer boatowners would look to the 
Government to provide them with labour, and it 
might be incom·enient to do so, and then they 
would m"'ke complaints against the Government 
for having misled them. The expense also was 
one tbat could scarcely be justified. TT nder 
these circumstances, after consulting the then 
Premier, thev arrived at th8 conclusion that it 
would be des'irable to stop all recruiting after a 
given date. He was not sure whether official 
instructions were given to that efiect, but, if not, 
it was intendc,d that they should be given. He 
was not sure about the date, but whatever was 
decided was on record, anrl he recommended the 
Secretary for Lands to follow out that suggestion. 
That decision was arrived at after a great deal of 
consideration of very voluminous reporte, and 
aleo after a visit of the hon. member for Towns­
vilh, accompanied by the ::'i" orthern protector. 
They arrived unhesitatingly at the conclusion 
that, whatever might be the effect <<n the beche­
de-mer industry, it was desirable that; there 
should be no more recruiting after a certain da\e. 

:'llr. ,J. HAMILTON : It was begging the 
cpestion to F ty that, became there was a larger 
amount of beche-de-mer in the following year, his 
:statmnentwas incorrect-namely, that on account 
of the regulation' the beche-de-mer boat-owners 
could not get labour. The fact that there was a 
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lesser number of boats showed that what he said 
was true. Tt1e rectsou a larger alll'mnt of bechew 
de-1ner wa1'i obtained was that thPre was :5ome 
phenomenal c<ttches-four times as much by a 
~Inaller nntubct' of boa.t."i. The report stated-

Dnl'ing the year ended 31st December, H)()~. I issued 
1:-n }J8rmlts for ng~ aboriginals, bnt they snceeeded in 
obtaimng only 3W, or lO per ceut. 

'l'hoR" men would not have deputationi;;ed him 
and cornp1ained that they were being ruinPd 
unless they hac! some reason for their c m1plaints. 
lie k11ew there were ::thus£::~ ~orne yt>ar.'• ago, and 
he had been one of those who a,:-,<;i . ...;tt:d in rectify­
ing- them. It was absurd to say that peop.le 
below a cert'Lin point should n'>t he recruited 
because they conld not under~tf'lnd the language, 
in view of t.hf> fact that recruiting had 'heen 
carried on there for twenty yearg and there bad 
never been an accident. The l,erruits only 
lasted a mnnth. and it took more than 
that time to r~ach the recruiting ground, 
so tbac if the month had expirec! while 
the recr·nits were lJeing obtained, the boat­
owner was liable to he finC>d. 1 t was recom­
mended by those engaged in the industry that 
the blacks should be allowed to sign-on before 
the lighthouse·keepers along the coast, The 
captains were generally reliable men, and he 
could see no objection to such a cour~e. It 
would ii<tve the p<earlsbellers weeks of time. 

:\lr. LESINA : There was no doubt that 
the en1ployment of native labourers in connec~ 

tion with the bc,che-de-mer and 
[9·30 p. m.] pearlshe!ling industry was sur­

rounded with abtmes. The pro­
tector >mid-

ln Yicw of the abuse~ whieh al'e klJO\Yn to exist, hut 
whi<~h cannot legally be proved. in cc~nncction 1vitll the 
recruiting of nathe labonr for the work of the pearl­
shell and bechfH1e-wer ii~herie.s. Protcetor Bennctt 
agrtin snggr"'t~ \Ybether it might not on!~· be advhable, 
but pn1C'tif'able. to make provision !by regulatiow') for 
LVntrolliu~ the trade in the l:'anw manner as the Pacific 
Island labonr trade is controlled b\' law. 'rt-JC main 
fen..tnre of any snclt enactment shOuld be that the 
native h1bonrers are recrnitml by liet•Hsed :or pet·­
mitt.e<l) ve~":e}s sailing undPr Government supprvision, 
and returned to their homes under the same conditiont:. 
:.\:Ir. Bennett. to who.se remarks on thi~ very qnestion 
I drew attention in my last annual report, is prc)Jared 
to go into working details of a scheme \vhc·rcbv lle 
believe;;; he eau remed,,· a very nntlc~irabiL' state of 
thing~. 

The late Secretary for Land" state-d that he 
hroughc thi~ 1natter hcfdr<: the b.te Pren1ier, and 
that they were contemplating 'uch a >lcherne. 
If that was so, it was a rity they did not rema,in 
long enough in officP to carry nnt their iOeas, 
but he hoped that the pre,;ent Ministry \Hmld 
take np the project wbere they left it, and can;; 
it to cutnpletion. If the ~chellle a~Jpear; d 9;'ood 
in their eyct:>, 8H}Jecialjy in the eye..; pf a man 
like the late Home Secreta,ry, wbo had 'Ylll!Ja­
theticaolly ad mini~tered the _\._hnrig-inuh; Protec­
tion Act for a nmnber of year~, ·there \Va::; no 
reason why the presen~ Go,:ernment should not 
take the mattr•r up and adopt the regnhttions. 
He tru,;ted that the Senrc-tarv for Lands 
would call upon Mr. Bennett tn' work out the 
detaih of the scheme, and adopt it as earlv 
W,\ possible, so af; to prevent those abns;9 
which WP.re kno"~<vn to PXist, but could nut 
be legally proved. The hml. wem ber for Cook 
read a qnotatiun fro111 the 2nd par<lgraph of 
the report. on page U in C!,nnectlon with recruit­
ing of aboriginals for bt?che~de-rner fishing, but 
the ht.HL mernber stopned t--bort, and for an 
obviou,; rea<on. He sh,;nld like to continue that 
quotation. But before doing "" he should 
remark that the hotl. member was ·tllowed to 
read a statement prepared outside, which con­
tained a malevolent attack on the Northern 
Protector of Aborig·inals, and ,.;poke ,,f him ns 

hadng established a despotism which wa,.; bear­
ing very heavily on the shoulders of shop­
keepers and per.<ODS employing native labour 
in the Northern t.lueensland. 'rhe hon. members 
said the result was that the bt"che-de-mer 
industry was practically ruined. The £tatement 
made by the Secretary for L~nds settled that 
matter, a& he quotfed from official statistics facts 
which proved conclushely that the beche-de-mer 
indw,try, instearl. of being ruined, W<tti in a 
flourishing conditioo. The port.ion of the para­
gnph which the hon. member for Cook omitted 
t<> quote read as follows:-
Con~equent on the revival ot the bt·chc-de-mer fishiug 

and the temporary stimulus given to S"\Yimming-diving 
by the high prices ruling for peal'lshell, the dem;wd 
for aboriginal labour ha~ bceu very keen, and the 
inducements to reeruit held out to aboriginal'> in the 
way ot' bontv•es of flour, tohacco, t,ratle, etc., has had 
rather a dernoralbing eft'ect on them. They hn,ve taken 
to af•cepting the bonuse~. and afterwards clearing ont. 
'l'he would-be employers complained to me, but t 
pointed out that the remedy lay in their own hands. J [ 
the bonns (or advan~e) system. which it' generally a bribe 
to the elllers of the tribe for their servicr.:; in inclucma 
the yonnge1· men to rneruit, is discontinued. the 
desPrtions will probably cease, and the aboriginals will 
come ln to sign on and fultll their eng:tgernents. 

That, to some extent, would explain the difficulty 
that some persons had in getting labour. There 
was no desire on tht> part of the hoys to evade 
service, and there wa,, no evidence that thPy had 
been ill-treated in an'( way. Referenc~ was 
made in the report to the supply of intoxicating 
liquor to aboriginals >tnd coloured persons gene­
rally at Thursday Island. This offence seemed 
to have been gee ttly on the increase, but they 
ha.rdly ever got a conviction against persons 
guilty of selling intoxicants to the coloured 
inhabitants. There ought to be sonw method 
adopted whereby persons guilty of selling liquor 
to aboriginals should be punished. H seemed a 
strange thing that while they secured i'iOO or 
GOO convictions annually against persons for 
druukennes::;, tht~y never conv-icted a per~on who 
sold the liquor. It was impossible to put down 
abuses in conne-:_jtion \Vith native labour in 
K orth lzueensland while the mag·istmtes en­
trusted with the punishment of perwns guilty 
of offences <tgainst the Act were prone to deal 
lightly with oifenders, and on!) fine them ls. 
with cost~, as was done in the case of ,John 
JYic::1Iaf\ter, the ht',che-de-mer man. Nothing 
hut the 'everest fine possible would prevent 
the~e peonle from harbouring- eight, nine, or ten 
aboriginals, nude and female, on their boats 
against the pro,·isions of the Act. While speak­
ing on thb suh.iect be \V<lUld like to expreSk his 
thanks to the Xorthern protector for the v-ery 
carefully completed, comprehensive, rrnd illfor­
tnative report he pre~ented to the House annu~ 
ally. It was a pity the report did not get tt wider 
circulation than it received in tbis Oh am her. 
He noticed from the report that one person 
referred tl) in u previous rliRCUR'::lion in the HouRe 
was now doing very we] l at the Y arraba 
Mission StaLion. He alluded w Lizzie .fohnson, 
who w<ts now tt Sunday school teacher at 
Y arraba. He was very pleased to see that that 
unfortunate half-caste girl w.>s making such 
progress in that very excellent in~tituti!ln, arnd 
regretted ex<;eedingly that the s'coundrelly 
pen;;on fl'cnn whorr1 she was rescued wa.-: still a 
justice of th<· pe>tce. Howe;-er, he now directed 
the attention of the Home Secretary to thE fact, 
so that, if possiLle) no\V that a new t;overnrnent, 
with vurer ideal~, had takf'n posReRsion of the Trea­
'ury benches, this man should be removed from 
thecon1rnission of the pE'=3Ce. It "-Va,s a dil--graee 
to Queensland tbat a man consorting and liv-ing 
with black women should be a justi<'e of the peace. 
The girl had been rescued, to her moral and 
material benefit. He wished, in conclusion, to 
expres:-; his regret that t,he hnn. n1ernber for 
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Cook had again, under the cover of privilege, 
made an unwarranted attuck on the ~ orthern 
vrotector, who was doing hie very best to carry 
out the intentions of the Leg'"lature with regard 
to an Act w hi eh, if honestly administered, 
must be the means of materially ameliorating 
the lot of the aboriginals living in the ~orthern 
part of our territorv. 
-> Mr .• J. HAl\liLTOl'\ denied that he had ever 
made use of his position as a member o£ Parlia­
ment to unjustly attack anybody, which was 
more than the hon. member could say. If he 
had erred in the case of Lizzie J'ohnstone, he 
had erred in good company, such as the Bishop 
of ::{ orth Queensland, Bishop .M urray, Father 
O'Beirne, and the clergyman at Cairns; anJ he 
WOtild rn,ther be wrnng in t.heir company than 
right in the company of the hon. member for 
Clerrnt)nt. 

Mr .. J. LEAHY asked how long had Dr. Roth 
been in Xortb Queendand during the present 
year? 

The SECRETARY :FOR P1J BLIC LANDH: 
Dr. Roch informed him that. he had been in the 
North for twenty-five months when he received 
a telegram from the department to come d<>Wn 
to Bnsbane. 

Mr. :r. LEAHY: A question was asked last 
night as to whether the land commissioner at 
Cairm, ::VIr. vVbite, had sent in his resignation. 
The ,Ylinister replied that it had not been received. 
He wished to knovV whether it had been recei-ved 
since? 

TheSl:WRETARY :FOR PUBLIC LANDS: 
Mr. White's resignation was received last night, 
after the Under Secretary had left the buildmg. 
He had no cognisance of the fact at the time the 
question was asked. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN reported 

progress ; and leave was given to the Committee 
to sit again on Tuesday. 

The House adjourned at ten minutes to 10 
o'clock. 
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