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LEGISLATIVE .ASSEMBLY. 

\V EDNllSllAY, 20 :':\ OYE:IrBEH, 1901. 

The SPEAKRR (Hon. Arthur JI,Iorgan, lVaru·ick) 
took the chair ar, half-past. :0 o'clock. 

XPPROPRIATIOl\ BILL Xo. 3. 
r\..~SE~T. 

The SPEAKEE : I ~1ave ~' report that I this 
dP<y· prt"-.,ent ·d .t·J .the Linut.·n·~nt-Governor the 
Appropriation Bill :\To. 3, and th.;.t His J£xc·el­
lency \''?<~ ple:::tsed, in my pre~P .. ce, tn ~ub.scribe 
a:-- sent th.e1 ,to in the n Hne and on behalf of His 
Majesty. 

The :::\PEAKER furt.her annonnced the re­
ceipt nf a lnes·dgo:> frotn the Lit at·; ant-Governor, 
intirmcting his "'' -ent to the said Bill. 

DE~.\i'H OF THE KYIPRJ~SS DOWAGER 
OF GERMANY. 

J11:;;ssAtrE l!'Rmi THE LmcTENAXT-Gm-Eaxoa. 

The SPEAKER announced tbe receipt of the 
following mts .age from hi;, Exce:lcncy the 
Lieutenant-Governor:-

In J'P-pl~- to the ,-\.dUre~s. datl~d lat,h Au~ust, from the 
LegislatiYc ,\_s:--embly, pl'o,.;enting, for tran:3mb::;ion to 
the King and to the Emperot• of Cer nany, a resolution 
ot the Assembly cxprr•,.;;,in~ sympathy with their 
:Majesties the King and Qn<::en and the noyal Family 
and with their Imperial :\Iaje~ties the German Emperor 
and Empres-~ on the detLth of the :Empress Frederick, 
the Lieutenant-Governor aC(lUaints the r~egislative 
Assembly that the resolntlO':l llas heeu laid before His 
2\Ia.ie::;t.y. and that he has recenred His :J.iajesty's eo m­
man~-~ to convey to the l,egislative Assdmbly his 
gra.tetnl th:mk:::; for their 1-:iud and sympathetic mes­
sage~ 

GoYernment Hour-:e. 
Brisbane, 20th Xovcn1ber, 1901. 

SPECIAL SALES OF LAND BILL. 
Assv;XT. 

A lne.,aage was recei \·ed fron1 His Excellency 
the Lieutenant~Governor, intimating that he 
had a.;sented tu this Bill. 

qCESTIONS. 
INTRODUCTION 01>' BESSARA lllAN8. 

Mr. D"C.:'-!SJ!'ORD ( Charte1'S Towers) asked 
the Premier-

1. Has he seen the statement in last Saturday's 
Cou,·iet· that a re-port recein~d from the British ConsuL 
at Ode.,<Sa ti1rows considerable donbt on the accuracy 
of some of the statements made by ::Hr. Xlein. agent f'o.r 
Bessm·abians :--

2. Has he received any rommnnication from the 
Agent-General casting any doubt on the l)otw .fit!.. ~ of 
l\lr. Klcin~ 

:3. Did. the Government pay "--he }Jassages of I\.ir. Klein 
and two other agents from J<~nropc to the colony~ 

4. Did these agents receive 1rcc pas"'f''> over the 
Queenslaed railways? 

•:5. Have any grant~ of land beet: given to these per~ 
sons: and if so. 1vhat is the area and where is it 
situated~ 

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, 'l'aun8t·ille) 
replied-

1. Yes. rrhe report fr01n the British eonsnl at 
Odt JSa, of which a copy was forwarde(1 to this. Gover'-t­
ment, expresses donht as to Jlr. Klein being able to 
induce rl-:sidents in Bassarabia to emigrate to Queens­
land. 

3. Yes. But the corre.,pondence since received, ou 
which the Agent-General's telegram alJpears to have 
been based, tloes not disclose 'Jnfficient rea~on tu 
doubt the g-oo.::l fai.th of )ir. Klein in making his pro­
posals. 

~l. Ye<. 
k. }1 ree passes were granted to :Jir. Klcin aud one 

ot1wr ; . .;ent. 
3. ,\o. 

SPECIAL LEASES OP LAND. 

i>Ir. G IYEN8 ( C,,irns) asked the Chief Secre­
tary-

1. Ho\V many special leases of land 1vere grantetl or 
atttllor by the Executive Council from the l~t to the-
16th of lHT"ent month, inclw:live. 

2. In what district or districts are such speciallLascs 
situated~ 

3. For wh:~t purpose~ were such special leases gr:mt·>l 
or authorised? 

1. How many of snch special !ca:--e"' were grantee!. 
or authori:"cd to he issued to Chinese: 

0. \Yhat is the area of sneh special leases? 

The SECRETARY FOil PL"BLIC LAXDS 
(Hon. W. B. H. O'Connell, J[u.'J?'ure) replied-

L '~"'eu. 

2. llr:;l1endrn a1Hl Cunnamnlln. 
3. Garden, ~1angllter-yard. and general businf>~ pur­

po:-;e.s. 
J.. Six. 
5 . .Fl'om one to four acres. 

POLICE JYfAGISTHATB AT 0HARLEVILLE. 

Mr. :BOWMAX ( Warrego) asked the Home 
SecretarJ-

vnwn does he uropose to send a police magi&trate to 
Cllarledllc:: 

Tbe HOM:I~ SECID-:TARY (Hon. J. F. G. 
:Foxton, UaTnan-o,t) replied-

..:~n aplJOintment hn:s been malic, but the officer has 
been unable to enter upon his duties, ~).nd it is probable 
that some other will have to be appointed to the posi­
tion. 

I\IIl\ING ACT AlviEKJ)l\IENT DILL. 
CouxcrL':-; AliiEXDi\IEXTs-CmDnTTEE. 

The SECRh:TARY FOR MIXES (Hon. R. 
Philp, Towns>·ille): He wag very sorry that he 
could not agree with the Council's amendments 
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in subsr0tions 2, 3, 4, "nd 5 of clause 7. The 
reasons given by the Legislative Council in 
support of their amendment were-

Becall8l' it is 11ot rlesirable to lo(•,k up lauds under 
tramway lc'ises from being mined from the surface, and 
may cau~e great. bard~ilip to miners having tramways 
over then holdlPgs rn the eYent of lodes runninrr 
vertically hctwt~en tramway lines from surface down t~ 
the point fixed lJy law abo~·e wlliell no miner can work 
under a tn1mwa.y line, anrl 1Ncall8e the lH'OYi.':lions for 
compelu;;1ti'Jl1 ampl~" proteet the traimYay les-'iiee. 

He cc•ulcl not conc·,ive that any valuable dis· 
cm•ery would be made in 15 feet of ground and 
he thought. it would be better to leave th~ Bill 
as it originally "toocl. He therefore moved that 
the a111endments of th" Lc,;islative Oonncil be 
di.:'agre,ed. to. T~is Bill was Ye,ry nece•sary. 
When J18 nronght rt forward, he pomted out that 
on Charters 'l'<N'ers one of the mine' there-the 
Day Dawn Freehold-was ''"orking almost on 
the boundary of a street, and in order to get 
through that street the owners of the mine 
thought that thi~ Bill was neceqsary. Only 
yesterday he recer ved a telegram from Charters 
Towers ~tating that th<ly were at the boundary 
and unles . ., thi~ Bill was pass, d a great nun1he~ 
of m"n would be thrown out of en:ployment. He 
hoped the Committee would m·.iet him in insist­
ing upc111 db~greeing with the arnendrnents of 
the Council. Hon. membErs in H1e other 
Cillimber sa.icl this clau,;e would press verv hare! 
on the working miner,;, but he wa.q sur~ that 
mining 1nen1bers in this HouBe would see that 
no hal'm was dune to theu1. 

Mr .. B.ROWNE (C,·oydon): He was very glad, 
the :'.Imt,ter had taken the stand he had. He 
th,.ught ti1ese amendments h,;d been sent clown 
frorn the Council under a n1isapprehen~inn. In 
the n1es:-;a.ge jw;t read, reference was nmde to 
lodes running ver~ically from the ,,urfacc> clown 
to the point fixed by law, but 110. such point 
was fixed by law. The hon. gemLieman in the 
Upper House who made the speech referred 
to wa, eVJci··ntly ref"rring to clause 38 of the Act 
which applied to mining for gold and silve; 
on ?,r:nccted land within the limits of a gold 
or mmeral field ; but that clause simply 
referred to fre<ehold or leasehold taken up 
nnder the Crown Lands ~cts. For tramway 
purpose~ rhere was no restriction \vhatever, as a 
trannn1y le 'Se was a goldrnining or miner::t.I 
Ie::.se. As the ).Iinister had pointed out, the 
mm er, ''··~re amply protected under oh is Bill as 
it Sl,oorl. Thily could work within 15 feet of the 
line, work under ir, or all round it, aH long as 
they did not end8.ngH the tramway in any way. 
The amcllclmcnt wou:d only make the chtuse 
n1ore COinpliJated, and wnU.ld 110t assist the 
~i~1er .. He was very glad that the Minicter 
msrsted en the clause as it. originally stood. 

Q.ue.-::tinn put and passed. 
The SECRETARY :FOR MINJJ;S movecl that 

the comequential amendmenu in subsection 8 of 
clan . .:;o, I be disagreed to. 

(,.luestion vut and passed. 
The SECRETARY FOR MINJ<JS moved that 

the acldi,ion to n• clause 7 be di> ·greed to. 
The new clause gave powclr to the ;\linister to 
grant Jlermits for the carrying of passengers or 
goods, and tlwConncil proposed that the :MitJister 
might revoke that permi· si on at his discretion or 
up• m the applicO<tion of the les>ee. That was t.oo 
large a discretion to give, and he did not think 
there shonLl be any power of revocation. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed ; and the CHAIRli!AN re­

ported that the Committee insisted on their dis­
agreement to the Legislative Council's amend· 
ments, and disagreed to the o,menclment prop0secl 
by the Legislative Council in subsection 7 of 
claase 7. 

The report was adopted. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
1\IIl'\ES, the Bill was ordered to be returned tu 
Council with the follt>Wing message:-

1\In. PRESIO.El\"T,-The Legislative Assembly. having 
had mH1er considerution the mes!"age of the Legislatlve 
Council dated the '>th instant, relative to the 2\liniug 
Act Amendment Bill. beg now to intimate that they-

Iilt:~r;;t on their disagreement to the Legislati-ve Coun­
cil's amendments in snbciections 2, 3, 4, and 5 of clanse 
7, and to the addition of subsection 8, because onh the 
surface of tlle laud is lccke(l np ; the miner can ~o 
underneath at sueh a dist:mee from tlw surface as will 
cause no ctama~e. At present the lessee of a 1nining 
lea-.e cannot mine within ,J.O feet in a horizontal direc­
tion, or 50 feet in a, vertical directiou, from a railway 
line without tile vermission of the Commissioner; and, 
a:-; a matter of practice, no lenso is granted within 3 
chains of either side of a railway line. Bc:::ides, if the 
amenl1ment i a plea for the working miner, it is 
improbable that such a person would be able to pay 
the cost of deviation. 

And cl,',<w,;;·d~ to the Legislative Council's amendment 
in subsectlon 7 of clau~e 7, iJecau8r> when the permit is 
granted tlw l0.ssee shonlcl convemence the public by 

'JT~·ing goods and passengers over the line. 

PC'BLIC SERVICE ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Co"smERATION m· CoGNCIL's A>rEr>DillENTS. 

COi1BII1"l'EE. 

The PRK\UER (Hon. R. Philp, Townsc·ille) 
mover1 that thr amenclmenc of the Council in 
clauRt 2, ornitting the words "cnmmence and 
take," und int'r;rting in lieu thereof the words 
"be deemed to have commenced ttncl taken," be 
agreed to. 

1\Ir. BRO\VJ'\E : Of course the amendments 
were merely fonn"l. He would point out that 

there were a few words omitted from 
[ 4 p. m.J the end of thf\ clause thu.t appeared 

in the corresponding ~ection in the 
Act c>f 18llD-and to that extent shall have retro­
spective operation. He thought those words had 
been moved as an amendment in another place. 
He did not know whether there was ,my necessity 
for the WC'':'ds or not. 

The PRE::VIIER said that it made no differ· 
enc ', as nothing bad been done since the 1st of 
November. 

Que,tion put and passed. 
On clause 5-" Administration of the public 

service by .~finjsters of the Crov.rn ''-which tile 
Council had amended to read as follows:-

Frolll and after the commencement of this Act, all 
1 he pO\\'ers. authorities and duties conferre 1 or im­
posed npon the Pub lie ~.;m·vice Board may and shall be 
exerci~cd and discharged by the 1:-1ernbers of the 
1:xecntiY1: Council in their respectivJ departments; and 
the term .. board" when used in the l)rincipal Act shall 
be construed to mean the members of the Executive 
Council each in his rcspectiYe department. 

The PRE\fiER: 'l'he Council had amer.cled 
tl1e clause so us to provide that every .Minister 
should be a member of the board, and h' did not 
think that w~s a wise thin!!: at alL He intended 
to propose to amend the Council's amendments 
by th8 insertion of the words "of whom not less 
than two shall form a quorum for the purposes of 
thiR Act,'> a.ft~:~r the words "Executive Council " 
in line 4 ; by the mnission of the words " in 
their re,o;;pective department,'' in lines 5 and 6 · 
and by the omiseion of the words "each in hi~ 
reRpective department," in line 8. 

The above amendments were all agreed to, 
ar<d, the other amendments of the Council being 
agreed to, the clause then read as follows:·--

From and after the conl nencement of this Act all 
the powers, authoritie'-, and' duties conferredorimp~s .d 
upon the Public Service Bf.H.rd may and shall be ~xer­
cised and discharged by the members of the Executive 
Council, of whom not less thl:tn two shall form a qnorum 
for the purposes of this A\~t; and the term "Board" 
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when used in the principal .:\.et shall be construed to 
mean the members of the Executive Council so desig­
natefl. 

Clause 6-" Power to admit certain uuclastii­
Jied officers to classified diviRious"-

The PREMIER said the Council had amended 
this elause by adding the followinr; paragraph:--

In this section the term " supernumerary \VOrk" in­
cludes the work of messengers in the public service, 
and of Parliamentary messengers, and library attend­
ants. 
He had no objection to the paragraph, but it 
required a verbal amendment. He therefore 
lTtoved the otnission of "tern1 "~upernumerary 
work' includes," with the view of inserting 
"words ' supernumerary clerical or professional 
"~NOrk' include." 

:Mr. BARNES (Bulimba) was sure that the 
m .jority of the House were in favour of the 
addition now proposed, but he did not think it 
would cover Rome deserving oases. He knew 
departments in which there were officerfl in the 
unclassified division who h&d been in the service 
for fifteen years, but who woulrl still be excluded 
if the clause passed in the form prop<·'led. He 
thought the idea of the Committee, when the 
clause was originally pa,secl, was to include all 
who had served fivp years at the time of the 
passing of the Act, and those which might serve 
hc-c·eafter for that term, and obtain the recom­
mendation of their superiors. If he understood 
the matter correctly, now only th se who had 
served five ye:>rs alreac1Y would be able to obtain 
the benefit of clause 6, and that " mld be great 
hardship to those who had nearly completed that 
period of service. The idea should be to exclude 
those who might enter the service after the 
pa"sing of the Act, not those who were already 
in the service, and who might "t a future time 
com]"Jlete their five years of service. 

The CHAIR::'.IAN: I will remind the hon. 
gentleman that he can only deal with the amend­
ments that have been sent down to us from 
another place. He cannot go back and deal with 
another part of the Bill which has not been 
amended. 

Mr. BAR~ES : He would ask the Premier if 
he could not ':ly the insertion of some word or 
words provide for the case of those who were 
alre .. dy in the service without touching upon any 
part of the Bill which had not been amended by 
the Council ? 

The PREMIER : The proposed amendment 
would cover all wbo had been working for five 
years in the uncla~sitied divi"ion of the service. 

Mr. BARN}~S : He had been speaking on 
behalf of some who were equally df,-;erving who 
would be excluded. He knew, for instance, 
readers in the Government Printing Office, some 
of whom were in the unclassified and some in 
the classified division, who under the terms of 
this clause would be excluded. 

The PREMIER: Anyone who had been fifteen 
years in the service ·v.·ould come under the clause. 

='-'Ir. 2\icMASTER (Fortit,de Vafley) : He 
understood that what the hon. member wanted 
was to cover the case of men who had been in 
the service nearly five years, s"ly thoee who had 
been in it for four years and ten months. 

The PREMIER : They will not come under it. 
Mr. McMASTER: He considered it would 

be a hardship to exclude men who had been in 
the service for four years and some nine or ten 
months. Some provision should be made to 
enable them to come under the Bill on com­
pleting their five years of service. Surely the 
Attorney-General or t:1e Home Secretary could 
insert one or two wo'·ds which would enable 
these officers to obtain Lhe benefit of this legisla­
tion. 

The PREMIER: vl'hen the Bill was brought 
into the House it was l';mch more liberal than it 

was now, but the House insisted upon iimiting 
this provision to officers who had been fi' e years 
in the service, and be had had to accept it. 

Mr. DUNSFORD (Charters Towcn) asked 
the Attorney-General whether under the wording 
of the clause the term five years did not mean 
five years any time after the passing of the Bill? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge, Mamnoa): The words were too clear. 
It did not matter how long a man had been in 
the service more than five years, but if be had 
been five years in the service befure the passing 
of the Act he was digible. If he had been 
three years in the service before the passing of 
the Act and he served two years afterwards he 
would not come under it. 

Mr. TOLMIE (Drayton cmd Tom oomba): 
\Vhen he movgd this new clause--

The CHAIRMAN: Order. The hon. member 
cannot go back to any other clause of the Bill 
except the portion which has been amended. 
The que,tion is that the Legislative Council's 
amendment be amended by omitting the words 
'' tern1 'supernumerary work' includes" with a 
view to inserting the words "'''ords 'super~ 
numerary clerical or professional work' include." 

Amendment (M1·. PMlp) put and passed. 
The House resumed ; and the CHAIIUIAN re­

ported that the Committee had 
[4·30 p.m.] agreed to one of the I,egislative 

Council's amendments, and had 
agreeD. t.o others, with arnendments. 

The Bill was ordered to be returned to the 
Legislative Council for their cGncurrence, by 
message in the usual form. 

ELECTIOXS BILL. 
SllCOND READI!'IG-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

* Mr. MACARTXEY (Tomvonu): 'I'he few re­
markE I have to make on the second reading of 
this Dill will not occupy the House at any 
length. In common with some hon. members 
who have already spoken on this Bill, I very 
much regret that this measure is 1wing proceeded 
with at the present time. The impossibility of 
bringing its provislons into operation at the 
coming general election has been admitt<Jd on 
all sides. I think that that fact renders the 
measure of less urgent importance at the present 
time than much of the business which is on the 
paper, and of less importance than the business 
which has yet to come before us. I do not think 
that any fair-minded man will attach any hlame 
to the Home Secretary or the Government for 
the reasons which have operated to prevent the 
establishment of eleotor:tl reform prior to the 
coming general election. These rE· 1sons are as 
simple as they are extraordinory. The hon. 
member for \Vide Bay, however, sought to cast 
some blame on the Government by sug-gesting 
that if the Bill had been introduced at an earlier 
period of the session, and had been rapidly 
rushed through, its provisions would have been 
applicable to the coming election, notwith­
standing that certain preliminarie' have to be 
gone through before the Royal assent can be 
obtained to the measure. I do not think the 
result the hon. member anticipated could have 
been brought about, for in the first place the 
measure is one of considerable magnitude and 
importance, and I do not think that hon. mem­
bers generally would care to see sncb a subject 
treated rapidly. I venture to SfLY that it would 
take the greater portion of the session to get 
this measure through the legislative mill. And 
m·en if the measure were passed, and the Go­
vernment were successful in getting it through 
the preliminaries necessary before the RoyfLl 
assent could be obtained, and they did obtain 
the Royal assent in time, there would still be a 
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great deal of work to do with regard to the 
reconstruction of the rolls, and also a great deal 
of time would have been necessary to enable the 
women of Queensland to get their names on the 
rolls. 

Hon. A. S. CoWLEY: They will have to give 
their ages. That will bar them. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I have nothing to do 
with that now. Considering the susceptibilities 
of hon. members on the other side, including 
the hon. member for \Vide Bay himself, I am 
very much inclined to think that we could not 
have got the Bill through up to the present 
time. I am prepared to submit that there is 
no show of getting this measure through this 
session, and I do not think that any hon. 
member ever thought there was any show of 
getting it through this session. And it must 
not be forgotten that there i" another measure 
which is necessary before the reforms J;ro­
posed by this Bill can be g·iven practical effect 
to. T.he principal reform proposed in this Bill 
-leavmg out of consideration for the present 
time the provisions with regard to the family 
vote-is that of one adult one vote. Part of 
that reform is provided for in this measure, 
but I submit that another Bill is ne~essary to 
complete thet reform, and I verv much regret 
that that Bill is not before us" now in order 
that the whole matter might be considered at 
one and the same time. The two measures 
are practically inseparable in their nature, and 
one cannot be given practical effect to with­
out the other. I do not know whether it 
wa~ poo;sible to have introduced a Bill deal­
ing with the alteration of the electoral dis­
tricts until the census returns were in a more 
advanced state than they were at the commence­
ment of the present session. Possibly it might 
have been, but I doubt whether the subject 
could hav~ been dealt with as satisfactorily as it 
could be w1th complete cen,us returns available. 
Another reason why we should he slow in pro­
ceeding with electoral reform in the present 
position of matters is that, apart from the diffi­
culties which have so unexpectedly arisen, it is 
suggested that the number of members of this 
Hou.,e should be reduced on account of the 
chan_ges w~ich have been effected by federation, 
and 1f I m1stake not that subject will come np 
for discussion at the next general election, and 
the next Parliament might find itself in the posi­
tion of having to go into the whole question again. 
As I have said, leaving at one side for the pre­
sent the family vote, the principal reform which 
this Bill seeks to gi;·e is one adult one vote, 
which practically. means equality of political 
power. The very 1dea of one man one vote is to 
get rid of th8 <lbjections to the plural vote-the 
vote particularly aimed at is the plural vote ll;i ven 
for property. I contend that, in addition to the 
plural vote given for property, we have another 
plunl vote-that is, the plural vote which arises 
by reason of the very nnequaJ electoral system 
we have in this State at the present time. It 
m:'y be. said_, "\Vhy should we not proceed 
w1th th1s Btll, and get one portion of elec­
toral reform ? " \V ell, I think that if we pass 
this Bill through as it stands now, so far a" it 
relates to one adult one vote, we shall find 
it very difficult to get the other and very 
nece"~ary complement of the system. In fact, 
loo!nng at the H onse as it is now consti­
tuted, I believe that the second measure would 
not go through, and we should then find one­
half the system in vogue, and the other half 
not in vogue, the populous districts of the State 
would h>:·e _surrendered their rights, and the 
country dJStncts woul•l not have done so, and in 
all probability would not do so. In order to show 
how unequal the representation is at the present 
time, I have obtained from the office of the 

Principal Electoral Registrar a list of electorates, 
and the number of electors in each up to and in­
cluding the additional (October) roll for 1901. It 
mav be convenient if I read that list now, so that 
\Ve "may have it on record for discussior,, and in a 
form convenient for reference, and alterwards 
explain the calculations which I make on that 
document. The return to which I refer is as 
follows:-
LrsT OF ELECTORATES AND :Xl",\lBER OF ELECTOilS U'\ EACH 

Ul' TO AXD Ti'\CLt"lliNG TIH: ADDI'l'TOXAL (OCTOBER) 
ROJ.L FOR 1901. 

A1bert 
Anbigny 
Balonne 
Barcoo 
BO\vcn 
Brisbane North 
Brisbane :South 
Bulimba 
Bnlloo 
Bundaberg 
Rundanba 
Burke 
Burnett 
Burrum 

... 1721 
1629 
l-HS 
1631 

910 
:<418 
375H 
2666 

730 
1647 
1291 

Gym pie 
Ilcrbert 
Ipswich 
Kennedy 

i J.Jeichhardt . 
' J.ockver 

Logall 
i ::\Iackay 
~ ~Iaranoa ... 
: l\Iaryborongh 
' Mitehell 

522 Moreton 
1657 . Murilla 
17(18 J.Iusgrave 
l.?/39 Norman by 
1708 Xuudall 
!OJIJ Ox!Py .. 
650 

1 
Port C'urtis ... 

... 3572 

... 1296 
2342 
1067 

905 
1935 
1166 
~222 
1665 
2H2 
1815 
1H22 

827 
1425 

888 
1571 

Cairns 
Cambooya 
Carnarvon 
Carpentaria ... 
Oh a rters 'J1owm·s 
Clermont 
Cook 

... 16o8 
13:H 
3160 
1536 
1201 

5:!11 j Rockhamvton ... 
1H75 ltockhampton Xorth 
1040 Rose wood 

CroYdon 
Curiningham ... 
Dalbv 

1145 Stanlm~ 
18.35 Toombul 

Drav~ton and 
12-t7 Toowong 

Too- ::3642 •rownsville 
,\·oomba 

Enogger1:~.< 1682 
Fassitern . . . 1354 
Pitzroy 2515 
Flindel'R 1814 
Fortitude Yalley 4065 ' 

1Varrego 
\i\~arwick 

\ride Bay 
Woolloo~gabba 
\Yoothahata 

1252 
2207 
2518 
3619 
1176 
1076 
156(} 
2276 
1964 

UregOl')' 891 '1'otal 111,613 

Of course I ,;m aware that the total include:-; the 
plural property vote; but for the purposex of the 
deductions which I wish to draw, anrl the C"alcu­
lations I desire to place before the House, l do 
not think that vote makes any appreciable 
difference. Dividing the total number of electors 
in the colony by seventy.two, the number of 
members constituting this House, we find that 
the average number represented by one member 
should be 1,550 if equal representation were in 
force. Taking those which r~nge between 1,500 
and 1,600 as the average, we find that there are 
six members in this House who represent the 
average number of electors. On the same basis 
we find that there ""' thirty-six ntembers who 
represent a number of electors in excess of the 
average, and thirty members who represent a 
number of electors below the average. The 
electorates which are helow the average range 
from Burke, with 5::12 electors, to Balonne, 
with 1,448 electors, or from 7 !J8r cent. to ()f\ 
per cent. below the average. The electorates 
which have a number of electors above the 
average range, from Aubigny wHh 1,629 electors 
to Charters Towers with 5, 411 electors, or from 
5 per cent. to 75 ).>er cent. above the average. 
The latter calculation is based on giving Charters 
Towers 2, 705 electors for each member. These 
figures show that the hon. member who repre­
sents Burke is the lowe"t in the list, and that 
the electors in his con,tituency have five times 
tbe political power i11 this House that the 
electors in Charters Towers possess. In other 
words, it practically means that the electors 
of Bur ke have five votes to one as corn pared 
with the electors of Charters Towers. I seri­
ously think that the plural vote for property 
has no appreciable effect on the result of an 
election in this State at the present time, 
and I am certain that if both parties were 
eiJnally organised it would have no effect at all. 
But I venture to think that if the other portion 



1942 Elections Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Elec~ions Bill. 

of the reform is broug-ht in in the form of equal 
representation, it would make a very serious dif­
ference in the result of the electi nn8 in this 
culnny. It is harrlly rertsonable to a8k that we 
should have one portion of the reform without 
the other part of the reform. I know tb:tt there 
are very >trong reasons to be urged why the 
country dis•,ricr,s should have pos,ibly a laqer 
representation in this l-InusA than tht~ popnl<;us 
districts. Tllere is a g-reat deal to be said either 
way; but if those who are agitating for one 
adult one vote are really serious in their agita­
tion, and desire to have it, then they have got to 
take it with all its consequences. 

11E>IBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

11r. MACARTNEY : And I take it that the 
majority of the members of this House-as far 
"'' I know, at any rate-are pledged to that, and 
I take it they are pledgod to go the whole 
length. 

Mr. \V. ILunLTON : Equal representation? 
1Ir. MACARTNEY: Equal representation. 

I say yon cannot have one adult one vote with­
out involving equal repr8t3entation. I know 
some people have tacked on the words ''one 
value" to that short description, but I do not 
think for one rnoment that those words have been 
tacked on because it is ;;on,ething new. I con­
sider they have been tacked on as a short 
expression tu give the full meaning to the whole 
idea-a-; a 1natter of convenience, and not 
because it adds anything new tu the idea 
at all. Looking b.1ck on the arg-uments that 
have been used in the past in support of one 
inan one vote and onP adult one vote, I find they 
are founded on the id<' et that, hy reason of the 
plural vote, the minority rule the majority; but 
I venture to say thac if we give one adult one 
voce the meaning which thi" Bill will give­
without the necessary accolllp<miment which is 
to b~ provided by another Bill--will still enable 
the minority to rule the majority, and to a much 
greater extent than the property vote now exer­
cises an influence in that direction. 

l\Ir. \V. HA:IIII,TON : Is there any colony in 
Australia where they have one vote one value? 

Mr. MAUARTNEY: Yes. I thank the hon. 
member for Gregory for the question. \Vhen I 
wa, in New South Wales a few months ago 
during- the elec•,iong, I was particularly struck 
with the fact that there the single ele"ctorates 
rule, and they are as nearly as possible equal 
electorate-.. I have not gone into the system m 
vogue in New South Wales, but I noticed that 
nearly every result ga•·e the approximate number 
of electors, and on making further inquiries I 
found that the system of equal representation and 
single electorates was the necessary result of one 
man one vote in thctt colony. 

Mr. HAHJ?ACRE: '!'he result; is, that the country 
seats are disfranchised, and Sydney rules the 
co1ony. 

Hou. A. S. CowLEY: That is what you have 
been clamouring for. 

The SEcRgTAHY FOR AGRICuLTuRE: The ma­
jority rules. 

Mr. MACARTNEY: I am quit8 prep~red to 
admit that there may be a good deal in what the 
hon. member for Leiehhardt says, but tha.t is 
what I understand the hon. member and the 
party he belongs to have been asking for. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, hear! 
Mr. iYIACARTNEY : That I underste,nd is 

what anyone means when he asks for one adult 
one vote. I am pledged to one man one vote 
anr~ I understai;rl '!'Y cc.nstit,uents generally ar~ 
desirous of lmvmg- It. But all who w.<nt it must 
take the logic,al conclusion of what they w:.nt. 
If hon. members dn not want that result to 
follow, then they must be prepared to admit-

as thb hon. member for Gregory admitted at an 
earlier period of the sessiou-that circumstances 
that are applicable to a closely populate•] place 
like the United Kingdom are not suitable in 
a countr,v like Queensland. I do nut kn<1W 
whether hon. members oppoeite are pr~pared to 
carry the principle of one adult one vote at the 
presenL time to its logical conclusion; but, speak­
ing as the representative of a populous district, 
I have certainly no qualms of conscience in 
accepting- the principle of one adult une vote. I 
quite admit that it is in favour of the more popu­
lous districts. 

The SECRETARY !<'OR AGRICULTL'RE: So is the 
suffrage altogether. 

Mr. M '\CARTNEY : Quite so. Looking- at 
the position of bon. members on the ,)ther side, 
I quite understand that it is quite possible that 
they do not want one adult one vote pure and 
simple, and if that is the position, the sooner the 
electors know it the better. 

~IE"IBERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. 1IACARTNEY: And when we g-o before 
the electors in a few months we will know 
exactly what it is they want, and knuw exactly 
what we shall have to put up '' ith if we r:et it. 
If the introduction of the Bill at the present time 
has no better result than to give rise to a dis­
cu.ssion on thi•! t~u.rt.icu]ar pba8':-) of the que ... tion, 
it may be useful. I have said that one" we get 
one adu]t one vote the positinn will be Yery 1nuch 
aggravated in thot p.crticnlar direction. \Ve will 
find that the electors in the centr8s of population 
will be practicdly doubled, whmeas in the out­
side districts they certainly will not increase to 
anything like that extent. 

l\1E:IIBERS un the Gnvemment side: Hear, 
hear! 

11r. MAUARTN:EY : And we shall certainly 
ha•e a very u,nomalous ,et of figur1"S to look at 
when we are supposed to have equal political 
power. Of course, if the family vote is agreed to, 
the position will be etill more accentuated in the 
centres of populat.ion. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. W. HAMILTON: \Vhy don't you advocate 
one baby one value in the Bill? 

Mr. TOL:IIIE : Tw•< bahies one value. 
Mr. MACARTXEY: I do not wish to go 

into this matter at any great length. I quite 
recugnise that there are a great man:-' important 
principles in the Bill which will stand a great 
deal of discussion, but they are matters which 
may, and in all probabilty will, if the Bill goes 
any further, bP. bettt:r discussed in conm1ittee. I 
would only like to refer particularly to the 
family vote. As I said before, it seems to me 
that the idea of one adult one vote is founded on 
the principle of doinii away with tlw plural 
vote; but it seems to me that this family 
vote is practically a plural vote. \\-bile I 
am pledged to one man one vote, I do not know 
that I can reconcile my conscience to support 
a proposal which will create a plural vote, which 
is at variance with the very ideot of one adult one 
vote. I am prepared to admit that tber8 is a 
g-reat deal to be said in favour of Yote for 
thrift. (Opposition laughter,) But at the same 
time I am prepared to admit that there is a 
o-reat deal t0 be said against it. Th' 1e is a gTeat 
deal to be sairl aptinst t,he propoeal in the Bill a" 
it stands at prr~sent, and, at any rate, until I can 
unde,rstand tha~ the matter has been submitted 
to the country, and untill can und' rstand that 
I have the direction of my constituents to sup­
port a vote of this kind, I am certainly nut 
going t'> do it. 

Hon. A. S. CowLEY: It is the best p:>rt of the 
Bill. 

Mr. l\IACARTNEY: I am qualified to get 
this additional vote, but I am not g-oing to allow 
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any per;onal consideration to enter into the nmt­
ter. If the Bill gets into committee, 1 shall cer­
tainly, in deference to the opinion I have already 
expressed, propo:;:e: ,.tn amendment postponing 
the operatitm of the provisions of the Bill, sn far 
as they relate to one ac,ult one vote until that 
other Bill is brou!jht forward and d<:;lt with in a 
··atisfactory Uhdmer. 

:VIE:\IHERS on the Government side: Henr, 
hear! 

:VIr .. JAUKSOJ'\ (Kcnnedp): I think it is 
Joh,ays" plea-;ure to listen to the hon. member 

for Toowong .; but, unf(,rtnnate]y, 
[i1 p. m, l that hon. member does not speak as 

frequently as many hon. m• mbers 
would like him eO do. I c,mnot congratulate the 
qovt-2r~ment on t~e Rllpport they are getting on 
t11: B1d from therr own supporter". Only· two 
prrvate members on the other side have spoken 
vn the Hill-the hon. member for Balonne, who 
condemned one of the vit"l principles-namely, 
female ,utfr&ge- -and the hon. m em her fn1· 'l'oo­
wong, who condemned another vital principle­
::J.amely, the family vote. 

n..Ir. TntLEY : The bon. membAr for Balonne 
conderrmetl the family vote, too. 

~,fr. JAUKSON: That only makes my point 
<ell the stronger. Seeing th8 kind of support the 
'Government are getting from men1 hers ou their 
own 'ide, I w<Juld advi&e them to withdraw the 
Bill as soon as pcm8ible. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR AmnccLTURE : Aren't 
you going to support. it? 

:\fr. ,J AUKSON: Does the hon. gentleman 
expect me to support it? 

The SFCRETARY FOR AGRICUJll'CRE: It giV'(:s 
you female &nffragt•-adult suffrage. 

:VIr .. T ACKSO~: I will explain my views 
a bout female. suffrage before I . conclude my 
rem".rks. 'VV1th regard to the attrtude taken up 
by the bon. member for Toowong, I don't think 
that this party is in any way pledged to equal 
representation, nor am I aware thathon. members 
nn the uther side are plectged to anything of that 
sort. :Yiany hon. members on both sides are 
pledged to one man one vote aud to adult 
suffrage. The hon. member for Toowong seems 
to think that one vote one value, or equ•l rE>pre­
sentation, must necessarily f<~llow 011 adult 
suffrage, but I don't think the hnn. member has 
m<tde out any kind of a case for taking up a 
position of that sot·t. 

Mr. To:;,)[!E : Is there any reason why it 
should not? 

}fr. JACKSON: I could give reasons why 
one vote one value should not follow from adult 
suffrag-e. 

An HoNOURABLE ::'liE)!BER : It ought to. 

:Yir. J ACKSOR: I don't think it should follow 
neceesarily in a colony like q,leensland. There 
might be a good deal to be said in favour of equal 
Tepresentation, it such a thing is p<>ssible, but I 
doubt whether ~uch a thing is possible, even in 
an old settled country. In a young country like 
Queensland one vote on0 value might work 
very injuriously. If you have adult suff­
rage, one vote one vulue will apply to W(Jtrlen 

cr.s well aR men. In the settled districts 
-in the Southern part of Queensland-there 
would be a very large fpmale vote under adult 
suffroge, and, generally speaking, it is the men 
and not the women who do the pioneerinu work 
in a new country, and we should find that the 
Tote~ of the women, who do not do development 
work, would altogether outweigh the votes of the 
men-;-tbnse. ~bo open up the country in the w''Y 
of domg mmmg, prospecting, and other work. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRJCULTCHE: \Vhy not, 
jf they are more numerous? 

:Mr. ,J ACKSOX: I have given a reason why 
not-simply because the men do the pioneering 
work in a young country, and should receive 
more consideration. 

JY.Ir. MoC'IL<~.STER: You give them a plural vote 
in this House. 

Mr. ,JACKSOX: I don't see how I give them 
a plural vote in this House. I was very much 
interested in the figures the bon. member for 
Toowung gave showing the inequalities of repre­
sentation <>t the present time. There is rw doubt 
that those figures are very striking, though I 
suppose we all knew that there were these 
inequalitieF. I am perfectly convinced t.hat we 
should have a Redistribution Bill ; but it 
does not follow because we should have a 
Redistribution Bill that we should h,we a 
sy"tem' of one vote one valne. It would have 
been more to the point if the hou. member had 
shown bow the inequalities of representation 
work out as regards the three divisions uf the 
colony, but he did nnt do that. He showed that 
some of the Northern constituencies have few 
constituents on the roli, and that some have a 
very large number, such as CharterH 1\l\vers, 
but he did not give figures to show how the 
North, Central, and Southern divi"wns would 
compare with each other. That would have heen 
more to the point, seeing that the interests of 
the Northern constitntlncie.;; are, generally 
speaking, on all-fours, and tbP interests of the 
Central constituencies generally go t1 >{ether­
though not altogether, because we have the sugar 
indu,try on the coast line and the mining 
industry awa.y back. As a general rule I 
think the interests of the three rlivisions are not 
always the same, though the interests of the 
Northern constituencies as a whole are fairly 
identical, speaking in a general way. I way 
point out in connection with the system uf equal 
representation-or unequal representation, such 
as we have now-that country electorates, though 
they have sometimes a very small numher of 
electors on the roll, should be entitled in this 
House to repre.s0ntatives to voice their particular 
interests. They are handicapped in this way 
as against metropolitan constituencies. JYietro­
politan constituencies, or large constituencies 
like Townsville or Toowoomba, very often have 
advocates outside of this House, such as chambers 
of commerc2 and otbAr public bodies, who bring 
their interests before the country and before 
Parlian,ent more forcibly than country con­
sti'nencies l1ave an opportunit.y of doing. So I 
think a V<Jry good case can be made out in favour 
of the presPnt system-though some of the in­
equalities that exist now onght to be wiped out. 
The Bill h ~s been treated by many hon. members 
-on this side at any rate-from the point of 
view of ridicule and jest. Ridicule, of course, 
is a very effective weapon in the way of criticism, 
but ridicule and jest may be overdone, and it is 
possible that people outside this House may think 
that if the members of this party are giving so 
much time to ridiculing and joking over this 
Bill the provisions of the measure may not be so 
iniquitous after all. I hope that people uut-ide 
will not tu.ke that view of the ca,e. Of course, 
I recognise that many bon. members on t.his side 
have dealt seriously with the Bill and have 
pointed out some of the clauses that will work 
very injuriously. I am not. going to deal with the 
pruvisions of the Bill in detail, because I rec.)g­
uise that it is more in committee that the details 
can be dealt with and the obnoxious provisions 
shown up. They can be shown up by illustra­
tion and in many other ways better in committee 
than can be done on the second readin~·. As I 
pointed out before, the hem. member for Baloune 
opposed the principle of woman suffrage. \Ve 
all know that the Secretary for Agriculture has 
been in the past a very strong opponent of 
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woman suffrage, and a very strong advocate for 
plural voting. I have been wondering wh8ther 
during the debate on the second reading of this 
Bill the Minister for Agriculture would get up 
and denounce the Government for having in­
cluded provisions such as this in the Bill. I 
have been wondering whether the hon. member 
will get up and tell the Premier that his loyalty 
is being strained in the Ministry when he finds 
the Home Secretary in the Government to which 
he belongs introducing a Bill with a provision 
in it to abolish plural voting. I do not think 
the Minister for Agriculture i' likely to do any 
such thing, although this Bill proposes to 
establish female suffrage. I do not think he 
will get up and denouncR the Government for 
introducing these obnoxious principles, because 
I believe he recognise, that, altho•1gh the Govern­
ment ·appear to be conceding something, thPy 
are also taking something away. They appear 
to be making concessions, but after all the con­
cessions, if there are any, are nothing compared 
to the obnoxious provisions that this Bill con­
tains. \Vhen we consider the provisions of this 
Bill, such as the family vote, the postal \'Ote, the 
declaration, the attestation clauses, the interpre­
tation of residence clause, and so fprth-when we 
consider these details, I think the conservatiYe 
element in this colony will be amply compensated 
for all the concessions they have n:ade. I am 
not sure that the concession of woman suffrage 
will in any way react agaimt the conservative 
party. Although I have ad vacated female 
suffrage, I am not at all sure that the female 
vote will be in any way solidly cast in sup­
port of the party that has ad vacated it so 
long. However, that does not affect me. It 
does not matter how the female vote may go. 
I should be still in favour of giYing- one adult 
one vote. Howev<r, I shall have " little further 
to say upon that presently. I take it that we 
want to attract population from the south. 
When this Bill circulates among people of the 
other colonies, it is not likely to ·attract them to 
Queensland. 

the government of the colony. That is not a desir­
able thing. We do not want pulitical power to 
be in the hands of a few people. Political power 
in the hands of a few people generally results in 
the advantage of the few, just in the same way 
as political power in the hands of the many 
results in adv:mtage to the many. 

The SECHE1'AHY l<"OH AGHICCLTL'RE : Not likely 
to attract? 

l\Ir. J AOKSOX : No. 
The SECRETAHY l<"OR AGRIC('LTCHE : All the 

young couples will come. (Laughter.) A great at­
traction, l should say. 

Mr. J A OK SO::'< : Of course I quite admit 
that young couples are an attracti<·n or should 
be an attracl ion to the colonv. \\' e all want 
the young married people 1-lere. Surely the 
Minister is not likely to argue that giving one 
vote for two babies is likely to attract many 
people generally. It has been said by an emi­
nent English statesm>m that the laws of a coun­
try should make it easy for peor,le to do right 
and difficult to do wrong, and in the same way 
the electoral laws of a country ought to make it 
easy for a person to get on the roll, and diffi­
cult for perwns to be struck off the roll, 
so long as that provision exists. I do not 
know whether the Government, in introduc­
ing these obnoxious prt)ViHinns, were Oesir~ 
ous of creating a lot of malcontents in the 
colony. ::VIill has pointed out that if persons 
have no votes and no chance of getting votes 
those people will be turned into either permanent 
malcontents or into persons who are apathetic a• 
to the government of the C<lUntt·v. vVhat object 
has the Government in view? Do they wish to • 
crente a permanent class of malcontents in this 
colony, or do they wish to make people apathetic : 
with regard to political matters? I do not think 
they wish to create m<tlcontents throughout the 
country, and not only in the country but in the 
towns. Therefore I am forced to suppose "that 
they wish the people to become apathetic as to 

The SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: You mean 
you object to them bossing the show. 

Mr. ,TAOKSON: I do not care about being 
bossed any more than the :Minister for Rail ways 
does, but I suppo;;e we have all to submit to 
discipline. No doubt the Hon. the Minister for 
Railways has to submit to his boss occa>ionally. 
He has one in this House. I think the Premier 
is the hon. gentleman's boss, and I dare say he 
has to do sometimes what the Premier tells him 
to do. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: The Premier 
never told me to do anything yet, anyhow. 

Mr. J AOKSON : I do not blame the hon. 
gentleman for obeying the orders of his chief. 

The SECRETARY l<'Ol\ HAlLWAYS: He ne\·er gave 
me any orders yet. 

Mr. J A OK SOX : Now, coming to the que.~­
tion of the fan1i;y '"'e. This is one of tbe vital 
principles of the Bill. I listened to the Home 
t:lecretary's speech when he introduced the Bill 
with a great deal of attention. The hon. gentle­
man argued very ingeniously in support of the 
family vote, hut not in my opinion very ingenu­
ously. The Home Secretary pointed out that 
there was no perfect 'ystem of franchise-that in 
the past in his boyish days manhood suffrage 
was the one political cry, then later on it w .. \S 
one n1an one vote, and later on one adult one 
vote, and now it has become one adult one vote, 
with an e~dra vote for every two babief",, 
dead or alive. The Home t:lecretary'pointed out 
that our franchise has always been going through 
a process of evolution in snpJ•Ort of his argu­
ment, but when the hon. gentleman came to deal 
with the absurdities and inconsi:;tencies in con­
nection with the one vote for two babies-and, 
of course, it is full of incrmsistencies--he threw 
evolution overboard, and said we must have a 
hard-and-fast line somewhere, and he began to 
talk about what magic is there in twenty-one 
years. Tloe Home Secretary should not blow 
hot and cold in that way in support of his con­
tention. 

The Hoi\!E t:lECRETARY: Do you think you are 
arguing ingenuGusly ? 

Mr. JAOKSOX: I think so. 
The HmiE SECRETARY: I dn not. 
Mr. J AOKSO::'-f: I think I have stated the 

position quite fairly. At any rate, if I ha Ye not, 
someone on the opposite -ide will be able to 
correct me. The JI,J:inister for Agriculture is 
listening, I believe, nry attentively, and the 
hon. gentleman will be able to get up and point 
out where I baYe been misrepreRenting the Home 
Secretary. I have not louked at the Home 
Secretary's speech in Hansard; I am speaking 
from notes I took at the time and from 
my memory, and I do not think I am misrepre­
senting the hon. gentleman by my arguments. 
It seems to me that there is no magic in the number 
21, as the Home Secn,tary has said. As far as I 
know that is the age at which it is generally 
believed an adult should be able to obtain the 
franchise, but the age may be made twenty-on~, 
twenty-two, twenty-three, or twenty-four, or It 
may he set down at nineteen or twenty. There 
is no magic in these figures, so long as a certa~n 
age is fixed for everyone-male and female-m 
the community. No injustice could be done by 
making the statutory age twenty-two or twent}:· 
three, or any other age, but twEnty-one IS 
recognised as the legal age, and many men and 
women frequently take the responsibilities of 
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married life on their shoulders about that 
age. It seems to me that the universal cus­
tom has been to select twenty-one as the 
reasonable period at which )Jersons arrive at an 
adult age. Xow, I do not think there is any 
justification for giving an extra vote to any 
person. It may be argued that intelligence ,;r 
property should warrant a person in getting an 
extra vote. There may be something to be said 
in favour of a vote for intelligence, but still that 
would not be satisfactory, for a person may be 
endowed with great intelligence and at the same 
time he may have a very bad character. Intelli­
gence and character should both go together, and 
I would ask the Secretary for Agriculture what 
test can be applied as to character. Is such a 
test possible? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: A much 
more reasonable test for that can be found than 
a test with regard to babies. 

Mr .. JACKSON: I admit there is a test that 
way, but the inconsistency and absurdity of the 
family vote has already been pointed out, and 
here we have the Minister for Agriculture defend­
ing this vote. However, as I was pointing 
out--

The SECRETARY J<'OR AGltiCULTUHE: I have not 
defended it. 

Mr. JACKSON: \Vel!, the Minister will be 
able to defend it by and by, when he will, in his 
usual way, enliven hon. members; but I hope 
he will not speak to-morrow afternoon, because 
I have a motion to bring on then. I say that 
there can be no possible test as to character. 
There may be as to intelligence, for a man who 
has obtained a scholarship or a University 
degree may be said by some people to be entitled 
to an extra vote. In connection with this vote 
for two babies, I would a;k when war occurs, who is 
it that fight the battles of the country? It is not 
always the married men with two babies; most 
of the fighters are single men. Most of the 
men who have gone to fight the battles of the 
empire in South Africa are single men, and if 
Queensland was attacked, it would be the single 
men for the most part who would be called out. 
And yet the Home Secretary proposes to put a 
slight on the single men of the colony by giving 
married men with two babies an additional vote. 
Nothing could be more inconsistent ~r more 
absurd. ~ 

The HmrE SECHETARY: You must remember 
that a man can begin to fight at eighteen, but he 
does not get a vote at eightePn. 

The SECilETARY FOR AGRICULTUI<E : \V omen 
cannot fight at all. 

Mr. JACKSON: I recognise that eighteen is 
the a~e under the Defence Acts of Queensland 
at which a man can be called out to fight. And 
under the Mining Acts a man can obtain a 
miner's right at eighteen-he can hold mines-so 
that, as I said before, there is no made in the 
age of twenty-one, so long as the specified age 
will apply to every male and female adult. But 
I think this question can be better dealt with in 
committee thotn on the debate on the second 
reading of this Bill. \Vhen the hon. member for 
Balunne was speaking about female suffrage he 
seemed to make a great point when he gaid that 
if female suffrage was established it would cause 
a great deal of dissension in families-that it 
would break up many happy homes in Que~ns­
land. As far as I have been able to ascertain 
from the inquiries I have made, this vote to 
women has not had that effect in South Australia 
and in Xew Zealand, where this suffrage has 
been in existence for some time. 

Tbe SECRETARY lfOR AGRICULTUllE : Do they 
have more divorces there? 

Mr. ,J ACKSON: I don't think so, but even if 
they have, I do not think the Secretary for 

Agriculture can trace that to the establishment 
of female suffrage. The argument the hon. 
memher for Balonne used with regard to the 
female franchise has made me think what will 
happen if the family vote is established. Let me 
place this point before the House-I do not tbink 
it has been stated by any other hon. member, 
although the leader of the Opposition in a 
jocular way said that children might quarrel 
among themselves if this family vote was estab­
lished. One might say, "I got an extra vote 
for father," and so on, and this is very likeiy 
to happen. Supposing there are two sons in 
a family who had grown up to &eventeen and 
eighteen years of age ; these buys may not 
hold the same politind views as the father, as 
very often happens, and yet the father will 
get the two votes for these two children, if the 
proposal in the Bill is accepted. The father 
may be a supporter of the Government, and the 
two sons may be supporters of the Labour party, 
and yet the father will be able to vote for them. 
This is a wav in which a lot of dissension may 
arise in families. (Laughter.) I am not joking now. 
I think it may re1sonably be assumed that such 
a thin~· might happen. Coming to some of the 
points tt•P Home Secretary made, I think he was 
very ha;;.!Jearted in his support of the female 
suffrage. ~H any rate, he seemed to have had 
some doubt in his mind as to the efficacy of the 
establishment of this vote. He thought it would 
probably be a good thing, although he had some 
objection to it. I think the Home Secretary had 
in his mind that the postal vote would enable 
some women to vote who would not o~herwise 
vote. The assumption of the bon. gentleman I 
think was that when women were confined to do­
mestic dutie><, both the wife and the lm,;band could 
not vote, but they will be able to vote through 
the poRt. The working women of the State may 
coneder that reason of the Home Secretary's in 
a seriom way ; but I think they will regard this 
proposal of voting by post is made for the 
wives and daughters of the wealthy classes of 
the community, who would not care personally 
to be seen in a polling-booth. I do not know 
whether the wives and daughters of the wealthy 
cla£ses of Queen;land have any serious objection 
to recording their votes. 

The HoME SECRETARY: I never said so. You 
are putting words into my mouth that I never 
used. 

Mr. J ACKSOX: I think the Home Secretary 
has misunderstood me. It appeared to me that 
the hon. gentleman thought that if there was 
female suffrage and voting by post, it would 
enable many women to vote who would not 
otherwise vote. But I think the working women 
will take a different view of this postal vote. 

The HOME SECRETARY : It is more for the 
working women than any others. 

Mr . • T ACK!'>ON: There is nothing in going 
and recording a vote. I have never seen any 
rowdyism outside polling-booths in the North. 
My experience has been at Ravenswood and 
at Charters Tower; ; I cannot speak much of the 
South in this respect. But from what I have 
seen in the North, I think if women went to re­
cord their vutes. they would be treated with the 
utmost respect. The Home Secretary has said 
that there has been no agitation on the part :>f 
women to obtain the franchise. I don't know 
whether the Home Secretary expects women to 
riot in the streets in favour of the franchise. 
The Home Secretary said there had been no 
petitions, or few petitions, from the women of 
Queensland praying for an extension of the 
suffrage to them. The hon. gentleman shakes 
his head. 

The Hmm SECRE'rARY : I do not remember 
saying anything of the sort. 
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:\Ir. JACKSOX: I am not prep:·red with 
Han:<ard to verify any aJl'"'ion I 

[5·30 p.m.] rrwy nmke, hut I am quite willing to 
accept the h•)n. gt'nLll"tLan's correc­

ti..m that he did nc.t refer to the fact that few 
petitions had been ::., nt to tbe House. I think 
there Wfl.S S11me n"-ff'rt'nce to the rn: tter. 

The HO::iiE SECEET_'"RY: As far as I 
recollect what occnrred was thi>: Somebody 
mentioned the fact that there had been a pBtition 
signed by 10,000 women, and I said that 10,000 i 
women out of the wh:>le female population in 
Qtwenslancl waf-". a, very stna.ll percentage. 

:'11r. JACK80:'\: I am perfectly willing tn 
accept that statement. I admit that 10,000 
w:m1en is a rather small proportion of the whole 
nnmb._r in Que.onsland, but still we should 
remember that 'ery large y:titions were sent 
down to the FeJeral Convention from the women 
of Australia- I do not know whether any went 
from Qu6ensland or not. I 1 hink there wits only 
one petition sent to the Feder"l Convention 
aga1n:,t fem.n..le suffrage~ and tbat v ~ts signed by 
about ninety.eix persons. The hon. "'ember for 
'Varrego re1nin.~s 1ne thnt one petition, signed 
by 150,000 women, in favour of fem·1ie suffrag-e, 
was pre3en1-ed by a member of the ::'\ew Soath 
Wales Parliament. 

The HO}JE !:JgcRETARY : Tl:tat 'bows how much 
more apathetic they are in Queensland than in 
New South \Vales. 

::\Ir .• JACKSO::'\: Even though the women of 
Qm·ensland may be to a certain extent apathetic 
on the subject, that would not \V..trrant us in 
refusing them the suffrage. Thhe who ask for 
the frauchise should have it, e"nd r.hoee who do 
not. want it need not exercise it. \Ve should not 
wait until people ge~ up agit.ations in favour of 
an extent-ion of the suffrage before we grant them 
that extension. 

The H miE SECRETARY: That tells in f>tvour of 
the family vote. 

::iir. J ACKSOX: Let me quote what tln: late 
::\Ir. Gladstone said in 18il4, about which time 
tbue wa> an agitation in the old conntrv in 
favour of extending tbe .-mffrag-e. :\lr. Gladstone 
saicl-

\Ye a.re told that the working classes ct.o not a~itate 
for the suffrage, IJUt is it well th:n ,,, P should wait 
ltntil thev do agitate? In my at-inion a.gi ration by the 
working clw-.i';eS: npon any }JuliticRl subject whHtever 
ought not to be made :t concli1ion previous to any par­
li:une11tary moveme11t, btn on the eontrary is "to be 
deprecrtt,~d. and, if }Jossible, preve11tcd by wlse and 
provident meastucs. 
Let the Home Secretary ponder ovet· those words 
of :\fr. Gladetone. Even snppo,ing there is no 
agitatifln frorn the wonlen of qu;;ensland in 
favour of the e"tension of tbe suffrage to them, 
let us no' wait until they do agitate. Siaves do 
not a] ways petition to be fcee. \Vhen do we 
hear of sl::tves p•Jtitioning- in favour of freedorn? 
They n1ay llave dDnP so in sonJe few cases, but as 
a rule they clo not petition fortheirfreedom. The 
rea.-;on which I am giving a lit. tie attention to the 
question CJf female suffrage is that in the past I 
have t;•ken up a prettv Rtrong attitude in favour 
of conferring the franchise on women. \Vben I 
first bee >.me· a candidate for Parliament in IR!J3, 
I ad,·ocated female snffragc,•and I believed '" it 
for years before that. In 1894 I made aS]' ech 
on female suffrage in this House, and advocated 
it very strongly. TbA rea'-lon why I am 
dw•lling more p .rticularly on this aspect of this 
Bill is because it is with S1>111e little compunction 
that I feel compelled to vote against a measure 
which provides for female suffrage. I have here 
" A SuffragE> Catechi<m prepared by the ~ ew 
York Constitutional Campaign," in which the 
case for woman suffmg-e is set out in ahnut as 
able a manner as I have seen it stated, and with 
the permis,ion of the House I shall read that 
catechism. There may be one or two points in 

it that even advocates of female suffrage may 
not agree with, but on the whole I think it will 
be fo•md to be a very fair staternont of the case 
in favour of female snffrage. The catechism is. 
prep-, reel in the form of question a,nd an"wer, and 
is a' follows :-

Q. rncler a representatiYe form of govenunent, 50nch 
a::. ours, who should make the laws? 

A. 'l'he people. 
Q. Do the people make the laws? 
A. ~o; llalf of the people are relieved (:-) from mak-

ing the laws. 
Q. \i\~ho make the la '""s? 
A. ~!en. 
Q. \Vho ga\·C meu the right to make the laws~ 
A. ~Ien. 
Q. Do not the laws coneern women? 
A. They certainly do. 
Q. -:uay women not take part :in makiug the laws 

whieh they mut>:t obey!-
A 'rhey mt!Y not. ).!en alone make the la,vs for 

women ttnd men. 
Q. If a wnman transgress the law, who <lecides the 

penalty, tl'ies. convicts, and punislleE> her~ 
A. }!en. 

'That seems to imply that we should have female 
judgrs and rnagistrates to try fern ale offt. ndE-rs. 
(am n<>t arlvncating that, although I am inclined 
to think that if women had sat on the bench in 
a recent case where a ""oman in tlw electorate of 
the hon. member fnr Carpentaria v,.Yas summoned 
for burning a child's hands, that woman would 
have got a much severer sentence than she did get. 
But tho"e who framed this cal;echism e\idently 
think that men sitting in judgment on women are 
rather inclined to err on the sidt' of severity. The 
catechisrn goeR on-

Q. \Yho ~it on the juries hefom whom men and 
toOJJieo ure tricd:-

A. }fen oul[J. 
(~. Is this what the constitution means by u the 

judgment of his [or her~ peers"? 
A. :J.1anifest1y not. 
Q. :J.:Iay not mothers help to make the laws that 

decide their Iegal1·ehttious to their children? 
A. Xo; men make the law:-;. 
Q. \1"hy is the htw so one-sided? 
A. Hecanse one sex alone has heen maldng the laws. 
Q_ Who make the laws that tledde the rights of 

hn~hand and wife in case of ~evaration ~ 
A. 3Ien only. 
Q. ·when a husband brntnlly a~-.~aults his wife, who 

make and enforce the laws that vunif'h him :w 

A. 1Ien. 
Q. \YhO make the la.ws coiicerning the pr011erty rights 

of husband and wife r 
A. }ien. 

I believe that some improvement might be made 
in the"e laws. }tt the pre&ent tillle a woman 
may as&ist her husband to accumulate property, 
as "he very often does in such a. busine"s as that 
of hotelkeeping or storekeeping, and yet the 
husbaud has full control over that property, and 
may will it otway to a stranger if he chooses. If 
women took an inter< st. in tbe politics of the 
colony, matters of that sort "ould be brought 
under the notice of Parliament much more 
strongly than they are at the present time. The 
catechisn1 continues-

Q. \Yho pay taxes? 
A. ::\ien 11nrl1anoen. 
CJ. Is the property of women taxed the same as that 

of men? 
A. Higher, as a, rule. 
Q. \\~ho makes the laws governing taxation? 
A. Jfe11. 
Q. 1Nho may sa~· bow tax-moneys collected from men 

and ,,.omen shall be used? 
A. J..Ien (lnly. 
(J. Mav not a capable woman who rum; hel' own farm 

or other bn!:'iness have u \"Ote in elections that concern 
her interests as much as those of any man~ 

A. :Xo: bnt the most incapable man in her employ 
maY. 

Q. Jiay not a \\Oman of education, who understands 
the (1uestions of the day, vote? 

A. X o : but the most ignorant of men may. 

I may just digress here for a n!Oment to ste.te 
that a year or two ago, when 1 was looking up 
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some information in connection with female 
suffrRge, I found that the matter had been before 
the House of Commons, and that a vote was 
taken on it, and though there was not a majority 
in favour ot female suffrage, yet there was a very 
large vote for it. 

::\Ir. Tc.RLEY : It was carriecl by a majority on 
one nccaE.:Ion. 

Mr .• TACKSOX: I think there was a motion 
carried by a majority in tbe Hoose of Commons 
on one occasion ; but there is no doubt whatever 
that, although female suffrage is not the law in 
the old country, yet there is" very strong puhlic 
~··ntirnent in favour of it. ~Just abnut the tin1e 
that I am speaking of-two or three years agn-­
there was a letter signed by some of the leading 
woxn~~ in the old country, ad vocatin5 the 
francmse. That letter was signerl, amongst 
others, by I\Irs. (hrrett Anderson, ::\Iiss Ballonr, 
::\1rs. Loonard Gourtney, l\Irs. Tawcett, :Mrs. 
\V. E. H. Lecky, Lctdy Henry Somerset, Mrs. 
Sidg-wick, Countess of Selborne, 1Ylrs. Tewple, 
"~nd Lady Trevelyan. 

The SEcr:ETARY FOR AGRICt:LTcRE: Ont of 
about .),000,000 women. 

:vir. JACKSOI\: I do not say they were the 
l'nly ones whu signed the letter. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGR!CcLTVllE: But, being 
"toff..:;," I suppose, you select then1. 

Mr .. J ACKSOJ'.i : I was only pointing out that 
husiness women and \\ orr1en of educn.tion are in 
favour of the franchise being granted to \Vomen, 
j:rst as much as working women are. The letter 
of these ladies stated, amongst other matters-

:Jieasures are brought forward eYer,· vear in the 
Hon~e of Commons bearing on dome...;tic, veducational, 
ancl lndnsttial qur.;:tions on which women can bring 
t-:pecial experience to bear. :J.Ioreover, we believe the 
interests ot the community at large suffer from the 
pr1'~ent total exclm;;ion of that e\perience from the 
representation of the country. 

As I have just pointed out, in connection with 
the husband being able to will away his pro­
perty, if women were allowed to have represeota· 
tion in Parliarnent, 1nany 1natters of vital 
importance to women would be called attention 
to that are not attend.ecl to at 'Jre•ent. The 
catechism goeR on further- · 

Q. }lay not women who teach the boys in our schools 
TOte? 

~-L Xo: but the boys thry instruct, when twenty~one, 
may vote. 

(J. :J.Iay mothers wllo have given sons to the State and 
nnrtnred them in 1he fear of (;od and love of country­
may they not Yote: 

A. Xo. 
Q. Why not., 
A. Becanst.: they are women. 
Q. \Yhy doe;-; a consciention:s woman want to Yote ~ 
A. So she may help to enact la\VS that will better the 

eonflitions of society. 
I believe that states the position of the women 
r,f this country who want a vot.e very fairly. 
ThEy want it, not for selfish en~s but in order 
that better legislation may be passed in the in· 
terestR of women generally, and in the interests 
of their children. .T ust in conclusion let me in 
a few words summarise the reasons why I am 
very strongly opposed to this Bill. I am not 
only going to vote af;ainst the second reading, 
but I nn a~sure the Home SecretarY that, if the 
Bill gets into committeE>, 1 shall opr~ose it to the 
best of my ability, and I believe the same may be 
;;aid for most bon. members on this side. The 
Home Secretary surely, after the speeches which 
ha\'e been made from this side, and from the 
speeches from his own side of the House, ought to 
recognise that the Bill does not meet with the ap· 
provalof the House. It certainly will not meet with 
the approval of people out•ide the House. The 
Government have a great many supporters out· 
side Parliament who do not particularly believe 
in the policy of the Government, but they are 
not prepared to support the Labour party. They 

may object to the Labour party for sen~imental 
reasons. They may think tbat. the Labnctr party 
is a cla's party. Tbey may object to the name. 
They give Ril sorts of reasons why they cannot 
supp.Jrt the Labuur party, butt hey are not par­
ticularly strong believers in the GuYernrnent, 
alth•mgh they support it. ::\"ow, that i,,, the class 
of people th~tt the Government "re gmng to 
alienttte. 'l'hey are going to lose the support of 
thr·se democratic people outside who do not be· 
long tv tl1e Labour pr.rty, if they insist ""trying 
to put a Bill like thi·• throogh Park1ment. 

rv1r. FoRSYTH: L~t. the Bill gJ throngb. then. 

l\Ir-. J ACKSON: The hon. member FaY' let the 
Bill g-o througl1 in that case in order that the sup­
pore of t.hnse people rrmy he alienated frnm the Go­
ver!IITlPnt. Still their l:.-illf:Jport n1ay not co1ne to 
the L.<bonr pMty; and, lceoides, we do nut play 
that Sl!riJ ()f g'~ll1E'. rfhat is nut the SOft Vf lilOtiVe 
we are actu;i,tl cl by. [ said a fpw 1nomentH ago 
thttt, althoug·h tb•··. ~ffect of wotuan "'ffr,;.ge 
would he that the L:tbour party might luee 
gt·ound in this Honse, I should still su[Jj}Ol't 'he 
principle. l'hat does not affect me one bit. ::\ly 
re<lson~, snnJnwrihed, for opposing the :-:econd 
reading are tOe~e: I arr1 going to \·ote :jgn.inst 
the l'Pr;ond nading, in the first place, be­
cause 1 believe the unlimited postal Ynte is 
had, although I am sorry to hear that the 
le:tder of this pa.rty rather believes in tlw postal 
vote. I do nnt ,"greA with the hon. rnernber at; 
all. I believe that tbe unlimited postal vote is 
decidedly barl. I would not object to a post<tl 
vote on the lines of S'•uth Australia, where there 
is "minimum distance limit of 1~ miles. That 
would be a very l'f<t .. mnable vropo\"al, hut I 
car1not support an uulirnittd postal \ ot.e such 
as is propos•:d by the Bill, as I believe it will 
le ad to canvassing and a great dull of other 
shady work, anrl therefore it ought to be con­
demned. It may not infringe the secrecy of the 
ballot, stillitisan objectionablef<,~tnre. Secondly, 
I am opposed to tbe Bill because it does not 
place woman on an equality with man as regards 
the franchi""· Thirdly, it gives some men two 
V<Jtes, and thus ca<ts a ,light on those married men 
who are so unfort.unate a" not to have twochildten. 
(Government laughter.) Hon. n1en1bt'rs du not 
need to jeer about that, because the•e are 
members in this House who are in tbat pm3itjon, 
and there are hundreds of men throughout the 
country who see no reason why they should be 
~tigmatised bec<tUSP they are so unfortunate as 
not to have had two children. 

The i:lECHWl'ARY EOR AGHIOcLTcRE: ·why, you 
are KtigrnatJsing thmn. 

::\Ir. ,J ACKSON: The Government may say 
they will give a vote to married men who are or 
ha,;e been the fathers of two children born in 
Queensland, and surely anyone can "''e that 
they are thus casting a stigma on those married 
men who have not been the fathers of two 
children born in Queen,land. Fonrthly, the 
Bill casts a slight on members of Parliament. 
It debars them from atte,;ting claims when no 
attestation should be required. This point has 
nut been referred to, I think, befoce by any hon. 
member. Xow, if a constitnency thinks them 
goDd enough to elePt to be member' of this 
House, surely to goodness we oug-h\ to consider 
them good enough to be allowecl to witness an 
electoral claim! Why should there be any attes­
tation of electoral claimo at all? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Why deb~r them 
from doing many things because they are mem­
bers of Parliament? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL'LTURE : They can­
not take Government contracts. 

The Hm!E SECRETARY: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. J ACKSO~ : I quite recngnise there are 

limitations of that sort; but surely it cannot be 
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seriously argued that became a member of Parlia­
ment witnesses an electoral claim he is interestecl 
in it in any special way. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Some are. 
Mr. JACKSON: I have witnesseu scores of 

claims, and I have never yet asked a m,m what 
his politics are, and I trust that other members 
act in the same way. 

The SECRETARY POR AGRICcLTURE: You 
confer a sort of favour on him, and trust he will 
repay it. 

Mr .• J ACKSON :Fifthly, I am opposed to the 
Bill because the family vote is absurd and arbi­
trary, and as that is a leading principle in the 
Bill the second reading should not be passed. 
Sixthly, under clauses 21 and 30 of the Bill, 
enormous difficulties will be experienced by rnen 
and women in town and country in getting on the 
roll, whilst bushmen and prospectors will be 
altogether disfranchised. 

ME>IBEHS of the Opposition: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. JACKSON: Now, that last objection is 

the most serious of the lot, speaking from my 
personal point of view, and I think the hon. 
member for Cook will agree with what I have 
said in that rRspect. 

Mr. J. HAmLTOX: About the stigma on 
married n1en ? 

:\Ir. JACKSON: No, I am referring now to 
clauses 21 and 30-the interpretation of residence 
and the attestation-the applicB,tion first and the 
declaration of claim afterwards. The hon. mem­
ber for Cook would never, I am sure, face the 
miners of Cook after voting for proposals such 
as are contained in t hi•,; Bill. It may be said by 
hon. m em bt:rs opposite that these are details of 
the Bill, which can be altered in committee ; 
and they may justify voting for the second 
reading- on that ground, but my experience is 
that when the second reading passes the Go,,ern­
ment majority is always solid on the details-on 
the clauses. 

Mr. S>UTH : Oh, no ! 
:Mr. ,TACKSON: That is the general rule. 

VV e know that the Government side always 
stick together and the Labour side stick together. 
I am not ca,ting any reflection on members 
personally. Surely the hon. member does not 
think the Government won't make this a party 
measure. I arn Cf'rtain it is a partv measure, 
and that being so, the Government" are bound 
to insist on the clauses going through practi­
cally as they are introduced. I have said nothing 
about the nomads out 'Vest, and I don't wo,nt 
to dilate on all the points in the Bill. I have 
summarised my objections, and I hope the Go­
vernment will not persist in pressing the measure 
through. Even if they get it through this House, 
I am doubtful whet!> er they will be able to get 
it through the Council, and I would recommend 
the Home Secretary to consider the position and 
withdraw the Bill grarefully. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear hear ! 
Mr. KEOGH (Bosewood) : I am' very much 

pleased that this Bill has been brought forward 
by the Government. I know it is in accordance 
with the wishEs of the majority of the colony, 
and I am decidedly in favour of one adult one 
vote. Some of my friends on this side of the 
Honse are not prepared to endorse ,ome portions 
of the Bill ; but I decidedly think there should 
be adult suffrage throughout the colony. 

Mr. FITZG:ERALD (Mitchell): I did not 
exped to see this Bill come on at this late stag-e 
of the session. It i' a most contentious mea,ure, 
and if it is gone on with we shall be sitting here 
till after Chri,tmrts. One objection I have to 
the ~ill is. tha~ it cannot apply at the next 
electwn, so it Will be practically of no use except 
to prepare for another time, and I think it would 
be more reasonable to wait till next year and !&t 
the electors think over it during the coming 

campaign, and let us come bnck with the views 
of the electors on the Bill. I hope the Minister 
in charge of the measure is not going any further 
than the second reading. I do not want to 
repeat the arguments that have been brought 
forward already by several hon. members ; but 
there is one little point to which I think 
attention has not yet been drawn, and that is the 
change in the qualification. The household quali­
fication has been left out of this Bill altogether, 
and I want to draw attention to this. If the 
Bill passes in that way, the Local Government 
Act will have to be amended. Under that Act, 
when a new municipality is formed, the first 
election is taken on the electoral roll so far as it 
relates to the locality comprising the new muni­
cipality. The persons qualified to vote at the 
first election are the persons on the roll as free­
holders and householders; but if the Minister 
takes away householders from the electoral roll, 
it will simply stultify the first election in the 
case of new municipalities. We have been 
thinking at Longreach of getting separation 
and forming a municipality. There are few 
people there who are on the roll for freehold 
qualificcttion-most of them are household-and 
if an election comes on for municipal honours 
there will be about half-a-dozen people quali­
fied to vote. Therefore, if the Bill passes as 
it is, the Minister will have to amend the 
clause at all events referring to municipalitie,,. 
Outside of that, this household claim is a 
sensible claim. It is one that gives some oppor­
tunity to the small property owner, to the 
father of a family, or the father of a household, 
to get on the roll in an easier fashion than he 
could otherwise. I was not here when the 
:Minister made his speech on the Bill, but I 
don't think he explained why he proposed to 
take the household vote away. I hope he will 
explain it when he speaks in reply. It may be 
argued that the person who is a householder is 
generally either a freeholder or a leaseholder. 
He may be a freeholder and his property may be 
worth £1,000, but it may be mortgaged within 
£100 of its value, and that nmn cannot get on 
the roll as a freeholder. Neither can he get 
on as a leaseholder, because he has no lease. 
Though it is practically his own property, 
the result is that he will be disfranchised. 
Looking over the Act at present in force, I find 

there are six qualifications. One is 
[7 p. m.] for residence, another for freehold, 

and another for the householder. 
The latter includes not only the man who re'· ides 
in a place, but shops or offices or other building 
of annual rent,al value of £10. Then there were 
different claims under the leasehold quo,lification, 
and there was one for lessees of Crown lands. 
\Vith reference to the honbeholder's qualification, 
we know that there are a great mauy owners of 
property who get that qualification. Now these 
men will be debarred or they will have to come 
under residence or the leasehold qualification. 
They m1y not haYe those qualifications, or 
they may not be able to prove a sufficient 
iength of residence in one place, and under 
these circumstances there will be many an 
instance in which it will ue hard for small 
holders of property to get on the roll. The 
trend of legislation should be to simplify our 
electoral laws, to make it more ea,,y to get on 
the roll, not to make it more difficult. This is 
only one instance, and in this I say, instE·11d of 
progressing, we are going back. There is another 
point, and that is the right of appeal. vVe 
have had some experience of these registra­
tion and revision courts and of their defini­
tions of the word "residence." \Ve have had 
a very bitter experience of those courts, and 
much time in this House has been taken up in 
discussing grieYances that have been brought 
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about in that way. If the hon. member for 
Batcoo should speak on this second reading he 
will be able to instance some of the mo.,t scan­
dalous things that have ever happened in 
Queensland, right out in the wilderness-near 
\Vindorah. It L not in the settled towns, where 
there are plenty of solicitors, where there are 
police magistrates, and where there are tele­
graphs, or where you can get solicitors quickly­
it i" not in places like that where trouble arises. 
It is right away in places like Isisford and \Vin­
dorah, or out in the "X ever :Never," where the 
trouble comes in. A constable is sent out there 
as elector"! registrar. I do not kn<Jw whether 
he l'(ets any instructions or not about how he is 
going to act, but he bosses the bench ; he orders 
the bench about; he tells them that they must do 
this and they must do that, and the bench, 
consisting of justices of the peace, who, I am 
sorry to say do not seem to have much spirit of 
their own, let him do with them what he likes. 
The result is that men who are qualified to be on 
the roll are not allowed to get on. That is under 
the present Act, and bad as the pr~sent Act is, 
this will be worse. Under the present Act we 
have the right of man:lamus; we can go to the 
Full Court. It is very expensive, but the right 
is there, and we can avail ourselves of it if we 
like. Here it is provided that the decision of 
the bench shall be final. There is no appeal­
that is to a higher court. There is a bit of 
appeal which I think is very silly, and that is 
from one revision court to another. That is like 
appealing from--

The HmiE SECRETARY: You have misread 
that. 

:Mr. J<'ITZGERALD: The appeal is from one 
registration court to another ? 

The Ho11E SECRETARY : X o, that is an appeal 
from the electoral registrar to the next revision 
court. 

Mr. J!'ITZGERALD: Then it is always to 
the same court? 

The Ho>IE SECRETARY : Oh, no, it is from the 
Blectoral registrar to the next court . 

. Mr. J!'ITZGERALD: That is only in the 
first instance. 

The Hmm SECRE'L'I.RY: Yes. 
Mr. FITZGERALD: 'fhen I was giving the 

hon. gentleman credit for more than there is in 
the Bill. There is no appeal at all. Once the 
bench decides that a man has not a residence 
qualification, the decision of that bench is final. 
There is no appeal left at all. 

The H03IE SECRETARY: \Vhat appeal would 
you have? 

Mr. :FITZGERALD: I want the Minister to 
allow us to have the appeal that we have got at 
the present time. 

The HoME SJWRE1'ARY: So you have. 
Mr. FITZGgRALD: It says that the quPs­

tion of residence qualification is a question of 
fact, and the decision of the bench on that 
que ,tion will be final. That cannot be in the 
present Act, because otherwise we would not 
have had the decision that we had in the Isisford 
case. In that case the bench found, as a matter 
of fact, that the men were not resident, and a 
judge in the Supreme Court afterwards decided 
that they were, and they ought to be placed on 
the roll again. Xow this Bill comes along again and 
says that this is a question of fact, and the 
moment the bench decides men are not residents 
thac is final. That is a point that has not been 
spoken of so far, and I think it is a most im­
portant one. It is taking away the liberty of the 
subject., taking away the right of the citizen to go 
to a higher court and get justice. It is simply 
leaving the whole question of a man's franchise 
to a lot of ignorant justices of the peace. I sup­
pose I should not say ignorant justices of the 
peace, because my own opinion of the justices 

of the pea~e in my district is a very high one. 
There are some, no doubt, however who are 
ignorant, and who are not fit for the positions 
which they hold. With reference to the Bill 
generally, I think the hon. members on the other 
side say that it is a one adult one vote Bill. I 
say it is nothing of the kind. My idea is that 
the :Ministry have brought this Bill up for the 
second reading in order to make us oppose it, 
and be able to go l'ouncl thA country and say, 
"Here, these I"abourmen, who have been always 
calling out for electoral reform; they have been 
calling out for woman suffrage, for votes for the 
police, and for one adult one vote, and now, 
when we come along with it they sav they 
don't want it." Th:J,t is a very good election 
cry of hon. members opposite ; but let me tell 
them that they cannot gull many people with 
th"t kind of talk. I say tha,t this measure is not 
a one adult one vote Bill. What we mean by 
one adult one vote is that every adult, every 
citizen male and female of sufficient age, should 
have one vote and only one vote. Under 
this Bill hundreds and hundreds of adults will 
have no vote at all. Through the residence 
q nalification being made so stringent in this 
B1ll, it will ha utterly impossible for many men 
who have lived in Queensland for years to get 
on the roll. This Bill does not abolish plural 
voting, but it recognises plural voting in its 
worst form, for there is the two babies two 
vote' provision. That is what I call it. If a 
m'1n is going to get an extm vote because he 
happer" by good luck to have two children born 
to him on Queensland soil, I want to know 
where the consistency of the Bill is. How is it, 
for instance, that a Queensland native like my­
self, and having been here pretty well all my 
life, e"cept a few years for educational purposes 
-I want to know how it is I do not get two 
votec<? 

The Hmm SECRE'rARY: If you go tbe right 
way to work you will get them. (Laug·hter.) 

Mr. FITZGERALD: I have got four 
children. To be conoistent, the hon. member 
should give me my own vote and one for each 
two of my children ; that means I should have 
three vote,. Now, these two children must bR 
born in Queensland---if they are born over the 
border you get no extra vote. I do not see that 
myself, at thirty-five years of age, am not better 
than two little kiddies two or three years old. 
So that to be consistent I contend that the hon. 
member should also give us Queensland natives 
an extra vote, too. To be consistent also, if he 
gives an extra vote for two children, he should 
give two votes for four children, an-:! so on ad 
:,finitum. Then, with regard to leg·itimation 
cases. Suppose a man has a child before he is 
married, and he afterwards marrie,, the mother of 
that child, and then he has another child by 
that same woman, will that man get two 
votes? That is a conundrum, but there are 
conundrums all over the place in this Bill. The 
further you go into this measure the rn"re com­
plicated it becomes and the more silly it looks. 
Once you get away from manhood and woman­
hood suffrage you get into abysses of darkness. 
The whole thing will be unworkable, but I 
understand this question has been pretty fully 
dealt with. Then there is the question of the 
definition cf residence. Why does not the 
Minister leave this definition as it stands now? 
It is perfectly well understood now. There have 
been deci,ions in the :Full Court, and we all 
know what residence means now. Then why corn­
plicate matters, and why disfranchise such a lot 
of men who are deserving of votes? The definition 
of resiuence is very much the same as is contained 
in a circular sent to the electoral registrars some 
time ago. That was supposed to contain the 

1 opinion of the then Attorney-General, the late 
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Hon. T. J. Byrne•. It rlecided that so long as a 
man was in the country for three or six months 
he could have a vote. But this is really a domi­
cile vote, not a residence vote. And. this Bill 
will make it very hard for a great proportion of 
real resi,lents in different portions of the colnny 
to get on Hw roll; and if it is pas~ed, I am 
sure it \vill create " great deal of ill-feeling. 
"\Ye had enongh ill-feeling during thP strikes of 
lt>Ul aud 1SH4. and now in the "\Vest and in 
mining· distric~s men look UlJOn t.heir votes as 
of value-as something worth having. I can 
as~urt_· he hon. gentleman that there are rnen 
cam;••·l in my district waiting to get on the roll 
by living there two months out of the seven­
men who have been there for a. long time; and 
there cere men in the Barcoo waiting in the same 
way. Tbat sl·,ows the interest they take in their 
votes, and if the franchise is taken away from 
them it will create a Jot of ill-feeling. Just now 
there is a nice feeling between the c:c,pitaliets 
and the working men, and I would b>' very sorry 
to see that disturbed. "Why should we be 
anxious to take away votes from carriera, smne 
of whom have £100 or ,1)150 or £200, and 
inste ,cl of yutting it into property they put it 
into w. gon.-; and hor~es. They come in to Long~ 
reach, ~a:v, and they carr1p on a vacant allotxnent; 
they v, a it for goods to come up by train, and 
the~/ then go rnvay for perhap:1 n1onths, as far 
perha)Js <· \Vindorah or the border. They mav 
be delayed through droughts or floods for months. 
They c ~me back, ""nd ca1np again on the san1e 
vacant "llotment. Some of them are married 
men, and they t~ke their wives and families 
with them. They have been in the district 
for ye arc; and years, and they a, re en titled to 
a Yote. Take shearet·s! I know a man who 
has ben in the Longreach district for years; 
he h.ts she:1red there every ~eason, at stations 
all n•tmcl. \Vhen he comes into town he always 
stm ·· at the sa,me hotel, and he comes to me or 
to nn 0 • other person and aRks to get his name 
on the r,clJ. I write out the claim forn', but 
under this :2;]] I cannot say that biB place of 
abode i-s at tbat ~·otol. H-is resid0nce rnust he a 
place J.lke a hmue, a.~.:rl he nlURt have the jnten­
tion nf returning to ti~at hotel when he goes 
away; hut he jn;;t wait;; there till the next se~•;on. 
U naer this Bill he will be deprived of a vote. 
'There is another little matter that hes to be 
cnnsideH. ~-1 in connP.ction with thiR question. 
Supp()~e a rrum \vho i:-; a. shearer ha~ been in 
Queensland for twelve months. He has first to 
send in a claim to be enrolled. That clr,im baJ 
to be 11ttected, and in it he ha,, to state where he 
has heen residing during the twelve month'. 
\Vhy, it would take a, whole sheAt. of foolsr 1p tt) 

give tha'~ inforn1ation in the case of a rr1an who 
shifts r, bout. fron1 one phtc to ano1~her as a 
shearer does. \Vhat is th8 use of reC)niring 
that infonnation when be has to show under 
this new definition where he has been reeirling 
during- the six months after he has sent in his 
claim? Is that simplifying the law? No, 
it is making it rnore puzzling, so puzzling 
that very fc· .v people will be game to try 
to get ti1eir names on the roll. After a man 
base signed his first claim, got it attested, and 
lodged it with the electoral regitl.trar, he haB to 
wait for six months and not longer than nine 
months before sending in his declaration. During 
that time, if he shifts about fr,;m one shed to 
anothm, he hus to notify the electoral registrar 
of his whereabouts, otherwise he will cca';e to be 
qualified. He will actually have to carry a 
bundle of notice- )Japers under his arm or on an 
extra pack horse, in order that he may be able 
to send the required notice to the electoral 
registrar from every little station or place at 
which he stops informing him where he is. 
Then at the end of six months he has to send 

in a declaration, and that declaration must be 
attested by a justice of the peace or some 
other person authorised to attest these docu­
ments. If the justice of the peace signs that 
dclaration, and it happens to be false, then 
th _ justice ha" to go to gaol without the option 
nf a fine. Suppose a m~n has registerRct his 
clai1n at LongTeach, and he goes shearing out 
\Vest-to \Ve,tlands, Ernestina Creek, or Arri­
lalah-and he has sent messages to the electore.l 
registrar from different places telling him where 
he is, then after six months he asks a justice of 
the peace at W estlands to attest a declaration 
that he has been six months in the district. sillce 
be sent in his claim. The justice of the peace 
would probably ask, " \Vhen were you regis­
tered?" The man would sav that he was 
regi"tered on a certain date. "But how can a 
ma" travelling about like that remember the 
date on which he put in his claim? If I got 
registered in Brisbane, and then went off home 
for six months, nnd at the end of that period 
asked a magi,trate to atte~t my declaration, how 
should I remember the date? I cnuld not do so 
without carrying a memorandum about with me, 
and it is not fair to ask anY man to do that. 
\Vel!, if this man who had been registered at Long­
reach gets a justice of the peaCil to attest his 
declaration, the justice having taken his word as 
to the rlate of his original claim, then that 
declaration will be sent to t.he electoral registrar 
in Longreach. And should the elate hap)Jen t,o 
b£~ wrong, the justice of the peace at \Vestlands 
wi'\ be liable to be hanled up before the conn, 
and sent to l(aol without the optinn of a fine. 
vVould we attest claims nncler euch circum­
stances? If we did, the only ones that we would 
attest would be the claims of men who brought 
a certificate from the electoro,] registrar shmc ing 
the date on which they put in their fint claim,. 
Bnt how many people would do' hat? \Vbo would 
bo~her the electcJral registrar to gh-e thern ~uch 
erert.ifiro,1tes? Very few persons woulrl do that. 
The result will be that justices of th,· peace will 
nol~ dare t~J attest. c:aims, and the nwn wt1o i:-: 
m 1Ving about in the WiLY I have mentior,ed wilt 
~J,y : "I forg0t to send in a notice to the reg-is­
tmr wh· n I was at Arrilalah, and I may g<>.t 
h mleti up before the eourt." There will Ln "' 
rrmch intimidation ar1d terror that half the peovle 
wiii give the matter up in disgust. It is a very 
curious thing that. \V hen the other colonit'-,; are 
~iberali.-,ing their electoral law~, and giving fur­
ther f \Cili ties to electnrs to get on the roll we are 
actually trying to strike terror into the heart of 
any person who dares to try to get on the roll. 
'l'he l<'ederal Parliament are talking ahnut bring­
ing in a Bill rnaklng Hix n1ontLs' residenc:e t11e 
qualification for an elector. \Ye shall then have 
in QueenHland t\vo ~etfi of rolls~ two sets of 
laws~ two s.~ts )f scrutineer8, and everything 
else in connectior. with elections, and this will 
give rise to the greatest confusion. A man 
will think he i,; on the State roll, and ride 
20 or 30 mile,, to reco: d his vote, and then 
possibly find that he is on the fed era! roll. 
This complication will al,,o give rise to a great 
deal rnore expenfle, and the registrars wh{! have 
to do the work will be ovprburdened to f:uch an 
extent that the Home Secretary will have to 
enlarge the lunatic asylums. As a na~ive of this 
country I cannot imagine legislation like this 
being thrust before an intelligent Parliament in 
the twentieth century. It is lihe going back to 
the old dey's. Our present Act is good enough. 
I would like to see it made better ; but ,;till, as 
I cannot have what I want I am quite satisfied 
to stand to that with one or two amendments. 
If the Government wanted to introduce one 
woman one vote, it would be very easy tn do 
that. How easily we dealt with the plural vote 
at the Federal election, and there were no 
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complaint" and no appeal" ! How easy it was 
for myself, being an elector of the Mitchell elec· 
torate, t·"> go to a p'>lling-booth here in Briobane. 
ifl was down here at the time, and record my vote! 
VVe hav~ just bad an experience of how simple 
it is to abolioh plural voting; and what is the 

good nf coming along with a big 
[7'30 p.m.] rigmarole like this. If th<J HornB 

8ecretary really wants to liberalise 
our election laws he might have brought down a 
Bill of two clauses to amend the present Act. 
He need not h>we altered the classification of 
residence or humbugg·ed us with this two babies 
one vote busine"s. I most strongly object to 
the Bill. There are many details I would like 
to refer to, but probably they can be dealt with 
in committee. 1 really hope there is nu inten­
tion on the part of the Government of pressing 
on with the Bill. It is rather harrl on members 
like myself, who live hundreds of miles away, to 
be kept here when there is other business we 
would like to see put through. It might not be 
so hard on members residing close by, but h is 
very twrd on us. I really hupe that after 
to-nigl10 this Bill will not be gone on with. 

" Mr. FOX (Norl!wn/,y): I think we must all 
have been impressed with the speech of the hon. 
member for Toowong, which was very interest· 
inp; and lucid, and one that ~>ent strarght to the 
point. 
~IE}IBERS on the Government side: Hear, 

hear! 
:'11r. FOX: It is very ciear it bas disturbed ~he 

minds of some ban. ruembero on the other side, 
a.nd tl1ey eviclently prt·f r ~,o abide by \~·hat th2y 
have. i must HY that after the opeech of the 
hon. memter for J'.litchell the Bill certainly 
\vants surne arnendrnents in c:ommittee. \\7 ith 
regttrd to my own views of the m~tter, I belie\'e 
in n1inocity representation and effective voting. 
I am sun~ thac every 1netnbcr of this House 1nu~t 
have bt>en impressed with Lhe anomalie8 that exist 
umler the pr0sent electoral system and the 
rnischief "Chat it does by giving i.ntinitesin:Jl 
power to minorities. In dealing with this q ''e"· 
tion of the effective voting 'ystem it may not 
represent districtR or town:-; a~ this Bill proposes 
to d,) if carried to its log10al conclusion, which 
you lntbt do if you have one man one vote, by 
having al:-:;o one mJ.n one value. 

.\IEMBEUS on the Government side: H' .u, 
he r! 

J'vlr. FOX: Now, effective voting· represent" 
all clas8P'' in proportion to their nntnbers. It 
give·,, every intere'3t in tbc colony representation 
in the Legislative Assembly according to its 
numbers. It destroys no man's vote. Every 
vote that is given is effective, because, :fa man 
cannot g-et hi" first choice, his vote is trunsferred 
to the 'econd and then to the third man, as the 
casP may be ; and if there are ;,urnbers of C'l.ndi­
dates fnr an electorate-say that you gronp cer­
tain electorates together, and there cere 14,000 
votes, and ten or twelve candidates-on the 
first count the lowest candidates on the li't stand 
out. So far as the votes f»r these ccmdidates are 
concerned, they are lost, but the electors' votes are 
tran ;ferred to the candidates who still remain on 
the li>t. This system is not a new one. It h,,s 
got past the stage of theory. It is already in use 
in Bel~ium and in Tasmania. There have been 
two elections cnnducted in Tasmania on the 
Hare-S pence system, and in the opinion of th0se 
wbu are interested in the question it iH to be 
highly c nnmended. At any ro,te, it has this in 
its favour-that it is just, fair, and honest. Xo 
1nan, by staying at home, can di;.;fr),nchi~e 
hundreds 'Jr thousands of electors. Under our 
presents;, stem, and since the introduction of pay­
ment of members, there are large nun~bers of 
candidates offering themselves for each con· 

stituency. It is clear that in many cas8s, if 
there are three nr fourc,~ndidatcaforaone-member 
ehoctoratt, the minority only will be repre,~nted 
and the majority will be disfranchised. In many 
cases an elector may have irnportant duties to 
perfurn1 at hmne, or· he may have a ~1f'adache, 
and by staying away he disfranchise< half the 
eleetorate. Now, with regard tu proportionate 
representatiun or effective voting, nothing· of that 
sort can occur, becau8e every vote counts. If an 
elector cannot get the man o± his first choice, he 
gnt.s the next rnan, an~i f>n on, ~o that his vote is 
effectivP, aud hPnc-.~ tile tenn '"effective voting.)) 
There nre some parts of the Bill that I do admire, 
such: for instance, as tbe proYision to establish 
voting by post. I think Lord Salisbmy i" 
one of tbe first who su;~gested this, and, to 
use his own words, he said that by intro­
ducing it you would bring the ballot to the 
voter, and not the ,-oter b the ballot. Any­
thing that will do th<tt will be a benefit and 
advantage to the colony, becauw' it will enable 
n1any "vhn under existing· circ1nnst.ance.3 cannot 
record their \"Ote;;;; to dt) su. To ernphasise 1ny 
point with regard to the- rlisfranchisemen\J (If a 
large body of electors throughout the vari1.lus 
colonie~, I shall quote sonh~ P-Xtracts fron1 a 
pamphlet I have in rny hand, which i' termed : 
"\Vhat is Effective Yoting?-An :b;xplanation 
by Mrs. A. H., Y~~ung, hon. secr~tary, Etft<e>tive 
\r oting League of Sou\..h ..-\ ustralia. '' On Pk08 1 
it gives this exan1ple-
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It will sutfice t.o refer to wlw t happt _wd in Yictvria in 
18D0. On !:lth October of that year ~lr. YJ.ax: HI1'."<Ch aud 
Uolond Temple ton eonte• ted the Bcna!la di:5trtct. Eaell 
polletl i'.);j Yote~. Xow, it. i~ Yel.Y ob\· ion~ tlmt btU a 
shJg-le voter 'taycd at honB. hi~ {hing 1:'\0 would have 
dl;:.;Irauehised all the voter~ on hb own side. He did 
his dnty by ~·oing to the poll, awl the disfranclu~in:~; 
rctptired by the r'xi~ting law had tu be _wne by some­
ono else. r:nmt someone ebe was the:. ·tl.<.ruin;; Ofli(, 1.'. 

'V; ho, lJt ing a Con~ervative, sded.etl. for dh;franehise­
ment the supporters of J.Lr. Ylax IIirsell. At:iingle-taxer 
\Yho bad tbe same duty to perform woulLi doubtlf'"d 
have gi\"en hb castbg-vote for :Jrr. Hir~eh, and dis­
franchised Colonel Teuplcton'~S SUllportr;r.:'. 

On pagP 2 it give-- another exam].JL:'.-
Now, we Uo Hl)t think that 75::3 '-~ten; 'Jught to llaYe 

their frallchi:~>;-: t~Lken from them by the vote or any 
per!lOll or any e(nnbination of pC1':50n". "~e l>rote~;t 
against a system that enable-;;;; any pPrson. or any emn­
l)inatinn or pn'ious, to reudcr the YOU?,, of ten)>;, ()r of 
hundreds, or of thonsancls. \Vortllles:::.. Onr clu;im, i11 a 
word, is that the Iranchise shonld be the inalit~nable 
possession of evr,ry voter, \Yhetller 'ue he a millionaire or 
a pauper. 

It may uot oftLl bap pen that a ~-ingle YOte ha~ the 
consequence ;:;!Iown in the illm:tration we lune glYen. 
:Unt it tloes often hapven that a me1·e handful of votes 
mav wake all tll~ difterence betW1"3l1 the cutranehise­
mei:t an ·1 dbfranehi..,ement of thons.:mds. 

~Hl the enls of which w:: complain arise from a 
radicnl. hut r·· sil~·-re:ucdied, deL_ et in our pre~e.1t ~:y: tcm 
or votiug. ·~hat is based on the priuniple tllat 
the defeat of carrie.::- with it t e cbsrran-
chisethf-'llt of supporter~. '''e propo.-:.c to establish 
ttu-ite '1 new }n·inciple. \Yhen a ~~awl~datc b defeated 
his snlJFOrter;-; un~ht to ha Ye another choke, and if the 
object of the sr,;ond choice f:tils to get 1·eturned, then 
let. them ha Ye ~till ;:motller choic .. , and so on. till tlJeil' 
votes bcronH etfcctin~. 'rhis c::tn only be done by reu­
derin ,: even· vote trans1erablc. ~o elector \Yil~l a 
headache. oi· \Vith an engag-ement which lH OJlS lliHt from 
the poll, can unC~l' l fft~cti"e Ynti11g interfere with the 
fnmcllisc ri~bts of the }Jeople who go there. Under 
effoctiYe . oung il is (tnite il'npo~::;ible for any voter 
nnder anv circumstance to he defrauded of the suf-
frage. ~ 

'Under the he,ding "The Evils of Sing·le 
Electorates" it sti1te'·,-

Siugle electorate'5 are almost the univer::.al rule in the 
rnitcd Kmgdom, antl l,lith in their efiicacy muse be 
robust indeed which can surYiYe a glance at t,Jw r<-'"ults 
of tlJC general election of 1900. On a poll of 3.000,000 
the Toriet=: bad a majority in the cou11try of 123,000, 
which, with a fair system of voting, would imve given 
thun a parliamentary majority of 16. Hut with the 
iuef!l1itable .sy~tem now In use a majority of lti become:; 
a majority of 134! 
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For the fifty-second Congress of the United States, 
1890, the Rcpnblicans, with ·i,217 .:wn votes, only elected 
88, while the Democrats, with 1,974,450 vote~. elected 
2:35, and the Populists. with 354,217 votes. elected 9. 
Is·' defective'' a strong enough word for a method of 
voting whicll turns a majority of two into a majoritJ of 
1ss; 

In the X ew South \\-ale~ Parliament in the 1898 elec­
tion :Jir. Heid and his friends, 'vith a minority of 15,000 
vote~:- in the country. secured a majority in the House 
of five. The splitting of votes P\.plains the anomalous 
state of things in this instance, m; in the others. 

The general election of 18$-"17 in Yictoria vjelded 
results just as astounding. Por every seat the Liberals 
secured they hacl to pay 2,279 votes, as against the 
1,705 votes \Vbich suflleed to put a Conservative in. 
The I,iberals did the splitting, as they generally do. 
The Conservn,tl\.-es. going solid, as they generally do, 
threw awny no yotes. As Luhbock has well said, it is 
always the Liberals \Vho are in danger of wasting their 
votes through diridiug them between too many candi­
dates. 

The last general election in Soutb Australia revealed 
some very startling tliscrepancieg between the strength 
of parties and tl10ir representation. ·while 101,357 
votes elected 52 members for the Assemhl~-. 61,204 
elected none at all. In three districts 7,2:37 vote!5 
returned all six representatives, and 7,981 returned 
none at all. Of 10,577 who plumped in the metro­
politan dis.tricts, 5,P95 might as \Yell not have bem1 
n;;istered. Through YOtlng for defeated candidates 
they '"ere as mneh disfranchised as though they had 
never '-'Oted at all. 

Then with regard to the dangers of the block 
vote it says-

It m~' be worth while to consider in a little more 
detail the <langers arising from the block Yote. 'l'he 
scnrt' £l(~ '.sfe. as it is c:tlled, has now been abandoned 
by cvE'ry ot,her country in the world. It was tried by 
Gamhetta, in Frauee, \Yith appalling re.sultt:~, so far as 
the rtisfranchisement of the masses wtnt, and H was 
abandoned in BPlgium after ptditJCal riots, in \Vbich 
many liYes -,ye re lost. Tl1e bl•1ck vote. at hest. restricts 
representation to a majority, and this majority may be 
a quite inHnHcsimal one. Ont of a total. say, of 80,000 
votet:l, --±0,001 might conceivably get all the representa­
tion, and :19,999 none at all. One man might, there­
fore, by clwnging sides, du,franchise half the colony. 
This is an extreme case, bnt extreme cases are the test 
of principles. and it tht prindyle of majority repre­
sentation only is established, the enormons power it 
will put into the ha.ud~ of minorities is not unfairly 
shown by this illnstra,tion. 

I think we might very well consider with a 
Redistribution Bill another system of voting 
altogether-~the principle of effective voting 
embodied in the Hare-Spence sy,,tem now in 
practice in Tasmania. The nwmbers selected 
under that system would come to the House 
with the best possible feeling without any of the 
bitterness we have with regard to the party on 
each side. '\Vith regard to the elections under 
the pr~;ent system, each candidate goes for 
party ; under t.he effective voting system every 
1nan goes to represent a certain interest or a cer­
tain claso, and it will enable every claos to be 
represented. \Ve know that the labour class is a 
large one, and I am one of those who believe 
tha-t the vote of the working man should be 
represented in this House, but I think it should 
not be represented to the exclusion of any other 
class ; and I think that any other class should 
not exclude the worker's vote. Therefore the 
ystem proposed by the Hare-Spence plan is 

one of the most equitable that can be pro­
po•·ed, and it is one of those systems which will 
no doubt in the near future be ndopted by all 
the States, bec~tuse the present block system is 
no doubt most unjust and unfair, and the most 
likely to le-,d to class feeling on both sides of the 
House than any othAr system you could ad'>pt. 
\Ve are all inclined to be democratic, and I 
believe that the Australian colonies are demo­
cratic, and, if that term means anything, it 
means government by the people for the people, 
and not any particular class of the people, 
because, in that case, it must be to the injury 
of every other class, and in the end must tell 
against the particular class itself; and I think 

every member who comes to this House should 
come with the idea of representing all classes. 
Unless he does th:tt, he must raise an antagonism 
against himself. Under the Hare-S pence system, 
I am quite sure that this antagonism would 
cease, and every clas' would be fully represented 
according to their votes. I do not intend to take 
up the time of the House on this question, but I 
wish to impress upon the members who are present 
that if they wish to work amicably together in 
this House, they will endeavour to bring in some 
systam that will enable this House to represent 
all interests in the colony, and without the 
bitterness that now exists in every election, 
and also without disfranchising anybody. 
Under this system, if a man does not secure the 
man of his choice, at least he secures some one 
of his choice. The voting under this system is 
quite as simple as under the pre,,ent one. All 
?andidates' names are put on the paper and a line 
1s drawn between them, and oll thP voter has to 
do is tu put a figure from one to ,;ix, according 
to the number of candidates to be returned, 
against the names of the different candidates in 
the order of his choice. If his choice is accepted 
and he has more votes than suffice tu return that 
candidate, the extra votes are not lost. They 
are transferred to No. 2, No. 3, or No. 4, as 
the case may be. If his candidate is thrown 
out on the, first count, the votes which were in his 
favour are added to those of the next candidate of 
his choice. There can be no fairer system in 
existence than this. I quite understand that no 
new system or any Bill can be entirely perfect, but 
I think this system is ohe nearest approach to 
perfection we can possibly have, and, therefore, 
having given some Ponsideration tn this question, 
I thank members for the patient hearing they 
have given tc- me this evening, and I feel sure 
that they wi'i •e from what I have said that I 
have given some cv'>sideration to this question, 
and am vHy earnest a:C·0ut it. I would like to 
see a fair, just, and honest system adopted for 
the repreeenLation of all the interest:,; in the 
State of Queensland. 

HoNOURABLE ;\IE}IBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. TURLEY (Bris0nne South): I do not 

think that I can say a great deal about this 
system which the hon. member advocates, 
because, while it may have been advocated for 
many years, I think so far there has been no 
experience regarding its work except in Tas­
mania, and I think it very nearly killed half the 
people who started to deal with it down there. 
There were a great many objections to it when 
it was started first, and then I think it was 
only started in two or three towns. I know 
there has been a great deal of dissatisfaction 
down there in connection with it. The hon. 
gentleman evidently has a bit of a fad upon 
this question of proportional voting, and thinks 
this is the best place for him to bring it out. 
I may say at the start that it affords me great 
pleasure to vote against the second reading of 
this Bill. I know the people outside seemed 
to think this Bill was going to captnre the 
Labour party straight away, and there is one 
gentleman who, I believe, is a member of 
another place, who runs a newspaper, has 
been calling in his leading articles on the Go­
vernment member;; to get up and demolish the 
Home Secretary and all his works, herotuse be­
hind him he was going to have the Labour party, 
who were going to assist him to get this Bill 
through. He also asked the Government members 
to remember what effect this would have on their 
own electorates. and asked them to wreck the 
Bill if they conld possibly do so. I do not regard 
this as legislation. I regard it as a deliberate 
crime against the liberties of a large section of the 
people of this community. There are all sorts of 
crimes. A person need not take an axe and murder 
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another person with it. He may do that just 
as effectively, and yet he may escape one of 
the penaltieo that the law provides for murder. 
J abez Balfonr was tried for fraud, and he got 
fourteen years' imprisonment. J abez BilJfour 
was guilty of murder, not in one but in scores 
of. c.ases. He was practically responsible for 
dnvmg a large number of people into their 
graves. He drove a large number of people 
into lunatic asylums. and he wrecked the homes 1 

of hundreds of people who had placed faith 
in him and in his schemes. I contend there­
fore that this man was as guilty of murder 
as if he had taken a tomahawk or any other 
weapon and simply wiped those people out of 
Bxistence. In the same way we have read a 
great deal about the tactics of the Thugs, who, 
when they c:-tme to a man asleep, they used to 
tickle him until they got him in a right position, 
and then they strangled him with a little cord 
which they used to carry for the purpose. In my 
opinion the hon. gentlemen opposite, so far as 
the liberties of the people of this colony are con­
cerned, are practically a band of political Thugs. 

The SECHl<JTARY FOR AGRIC!iL'£URE: I suppose 
you call this an indictment of the Government? 

Mr. TURLEY: I do not know whether it is 
an indictment of the Government or not. I say 
that the hon. gentlemen opposite who are 
responsible for the introduction of this Bill are 
practically a band of political Thug", who are 
endeavouring to strangle the liberties of a very 
large number of people in this community, •nd 
they are doing it by the old syHtem. They are 
saying, "See, we are giving you adult suffrage 
and a great many othAr things," and at the 
same time they know perfectly well that the 
operation of the Bill will not give any of the 
things which they promise, and that practically 
they are precluding from the right of exercising 
the franchise a large number of people. It 
will, I suppose, as was pointed out by the hon. 
member for Kennedy, be a party question, and 
hon. gentlemen opposite will be supposed to vote 
for it anyway ; but it seems to me that most 
people outside this House regard this Bill as a 
sort of something intrndnced for the benefit of 
the Minister for Agriculture for discussion on 
Thm·sday afternoons, so that therb may be some­
thing on "hich he could lay himself out and 
show what were the dangers of this sort of thing. 
I thought that was the reason why it was intro­
duced. I understood the Government had 
thrown this out a; a sort of thing which they 
did not care very much about, saying, "You 
can simply worry this a little bit, and it will 
do no particular harm." I thought they were 
in no hurry with this legislation ; but we 
find the Home Secretary states that the Govern­
ment are actually in earnest with it. I sup­
pose a great many people are surprised. I 
have met number. of people outside; but I have 
not met one singJe busine~s man or wornan who 
regarded this Bill as having any business in it. 
I was speaking to the president of the Woman's 
Equal Franchise Lc•ague the other day, and 
asked, "·what do you think about the Elections 
Bill?" and she said, " You cannc•t go and listen 
to a fool of a thing like that; there is no business 
meant in it." That is the impression that exists 
outside. ·we find, in the Brisbane Telegraph, 
that when this Bill was introduced it wa, spoken 
of as something of a Chinese opera. I think if 
the hon. member lool<R at the Teleg1·aph of the 
29th August he will find that, he is regarded 
as a sort of Chinese opera by that journal. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. KERR: I suppose that is because it is so 
long. 

Mr. TURLEY: I do not know much about 
Chinese opera. I think the Minister for Agri-
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culture knows more about it than I do. It 
seems to me that there is something 

[8 p.m.] very fnnny about this Bill when 
you examine it, and when you 

examine the attitude which hon. members on the 
other side have taken up in connection with this 
question before. There is one paper which is 
supporting this mt asure, and that is the Bris­
bane Courier. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : And the .'it1•eet. 
Mr. TURLEY : I am not unite sure about 

the Street, but the B1·isbane Cml1~io· is just about 
on the same level. The Courie1· is supporting 
this measure, and the Minister for Agriculture 
and the Home Secretary have told us that the 
Street is worthy of comparing with the highest 
journals possible. That is all right. I am not 
growling about wha.t the hon. gentlemen say 
with regard to their taste for newspaper work, 
but they seem to put these two papers pretty 
well on the same level. I will give the hon. 
gentlemen two or three instances to ,show them 
bow the Courier has jumped about and turned 
itself round. During the South African war it 
was a,nnounc~d--

The SJWRETARY FOR Ar,mclJLTURE : \Vhat did 
they say about your candidature for South Bris­
bane? That's what you are thinking :tbout ? 

Mr. TUHLEY: During the South African 
war, when it was announced that General Buller 
was going to South Africa, the Brisbane Cou1·ier 
came out with a fulsome article saying that he of 
all men in the British Army was the man who 
should be sent out there·; that he knew what 
should be clone. But after he met with reverses 
in Natal the same journal, in another leader, 
said : \Vhoever thought he was going to do any­
thing thfJre; that he had no record ; that he had 
never done anything to recommend him for the 
position, and why was he sent out there? That 
is the sort of j"urnal the Cou1·ier is. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Evidently 
vou read its leaders. 
· Mr. TURLEY : Yes. That shows how impar­
tial lam; but I read other journals which give other 
sides of the ques~·ion. The hon. gentleman pro­
bably gets his Courier in the morning and reads 
it. because it suits him to do so, but he does not 
read other papers which are against him. I like 
to be more catholic in my tagtes than that. Then 
during the federation campaign we had the Hon. 
Edmund Bc.rton here, and the Courie1· said 
he was Australia's noble••t son; that there was 
no man in the whole of Australia who could 
stand alongside of him ; that he had every record 
as to ability e,nrl everything else to entitle him to 
hold the position he did. Then, before he had been 
three months in the position he now occupies, 
the same papm· wrote a leading article referring 
to him as a ,J anus-faced creature. Peoplp, could 
not have much respect for a paper which turns 
its ideas round like that-when it cornes out 
with fulsome fhttery of a person and then after­
wards describes the same person as the greatest 
thief and the greatest robber that anyone ever 
dreamt of. Just the same sort of criticism hap­
pened to a gentleman we had in this Chamber­
the present Postmaster-General. While he sat 
on this side of the House he was a man of no 
account ; the Courier said that people would 
take no n;1tice of him. But by and by, when 
he flopped across the Chamber to the other side 
he immediately in the Courie1''s eyes became 
a, genius. He was the very man the Govern­
ment required. By and by, when he came 
to stand for federal hononrR in the Senate--

'l'he HO}fE SECRETARY : vVhen did the Courier 
advocate Mr. Drake? 

Mr. TURLEY : When he ratted from this 
side and went over to the other side. 

}fr. McMAsTER : They did all they could to 
keep him out of the Federal Parliament. 
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Mr. Tl'RLEY: That is just who.t I am 
pointing out. \Vhen he was here on this side he 
was of no account ; but when he got on the 
other side he became a genius; but when he 
came out fur federal honours they could not say 
anything too bad about him. I think he owes a 
debt of gra(itnde to this paper, because I know a 
lot of people who s9,id they intended to vote 
for So-and-so, but they would give Mr. Dmke 
their votes after that, and that was the reas.m 
why he tJOlled so heavily round Brisbane. I nm 
just showing what the support of a paper like 
that, which change' its coat to so many different 
colours, i" worth. It does not represent public 
opinien. It is the most hypoc:·itical, bigoted, 
and venal organ that ha, existeuce in the whole 
of Australasia. Only three days ago it had this 
sentence in a leading article-

A viler campaign than that of Dt·. I,n·ds, in the 
fabrication and dissernin~tion of falsehood& ·bnneans of 
a h1red Press, has never been carried on. · 
I wish to goodness they would look at home. I 
believe this journal is carried on by a gentleman 
who profes.q,s to be a Ohriotian, but evidently 
he i~ able to se~ the n1ote in smnt~onP Rlse':-3 eye, 
and yet not see the beam in his own. 

The SPEAKER : Order, orcler! 
The PRJDIIER: \Vho io the Christian gentle­

rnan? 
Mr. TFRLEY: The gE>ntleman who carries 

on the Co111·ier. I have always heatd that he is 
v, Chri<tia.u gentleman, but I don't know him 
myself. I would like to point out what has been 
s:<id by the Home Secretary and others-that 
some of the provisions •Jf this Bill have been 
taken from the system of voting in existence in 
Belgium. J'\ow, I think it is jnsl: as well for 
hon. l!Jembers to know exactly how far the con­
ditions in that respect in Belgium have been 
inaugurated. Under -~rticle 47 of the Consti· 
tutinn of Belgium a franchic'e law '"as potssed, 
which provided that or.ly male persons in that 
country who paid taxes to the extent of 42 franc;; 
per annum ,,hould be entitl~d to the franchise. 
Prior to lSBO there was a great agitation, with 
the ohject of getting an extensinn of the fran· 
chise. A great many people then believed in 
universal franchise. All the countries around 
them-:France and Germany-had unhersal 
suffrage. 

The Hm!E SECRETARY: Fniversal suffrage? 
Mr. 'J'URLEY: Mc.nhood suffrage. 
The Hm!E SECRETARY: That is different 

altogether. 
}fr. 'fURLEY: They were agitat.ing for 

universal suffrage, and after this agitation had 1 

gone on for three years a number of schemes 
were submitted to a committee of the House in 
Relgium, but there \Vf:S not a sufficient n1ajority 
in the Chamber of Representative's there-for a 
majority of two-thirds was required- to carry 
the reform, and owing to there being some 
dela,y another agitation was started. A referen­
durn was t~1ken on various qnestion:-,, one being 
to see if the people WPre in favom of universal 
suffrage, and in the Commune of Brussels, one 
of the largest communes, the principle of 
universal suffrage was carried by a large 
majority. Q,,t of 60,279 persons who voted, 
48,660 voted for uni1•ersal suffrage-that is, that 
all persons over. twenty-one years of age should 
have the franch1ee. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: That is not univer~al 
suffrage, or anything ltke it. 

Mr. TURLEY: That was the proposal thRt 
was put before the people. There were 7,684 in 
favour of limiting the nQ"e to twenty-five years, 
and there were 3,935in fa Your of other proposals; 
so that, practically, there were about three· 
fourths of the people who took part in the 
referendum in favour of granting the franchise to 

persons over twenty-one years of age, indepen­
dent of any other qualification. As this 
agitation had been going on for some time, and 
nothing had been done by Parliament, nearly 
every town in the country was in a state of 
riot. The military were called out ; they shot 
down people in two or three different com­
munes, because they were agitating for the 
extension of the franchise, and at last Par· 
liament wa" called together in a hurry. The 
King opened it in person, and stated that there 
must be some alteration in the franchise, a'nd 
then one of the Ministers came forward and 
propo"ed the franchise that is at. present in 
existence. I think we might as well know what 
effect it had on ttle country. At that time there 
were G, 147,041 perwns in the country, and, 
under the franchise in existence prior to this, 
there were <mly 130,000 persons entitlerlt o vote. 
\Vhen thfl franchise was altered, and the people 
got a vote for different qualifications, and I may 
sa:v here that it was not for two babies they got a 
vote. If anyone had legitimate issue he wa-; 
entitled to a vote. 

The HoME SECRETARY ' I read it out. 
Mr. TFRLEY: But the hon. gentleman 

never attempted to give this information. If he 
had it, I su,.pose he smothered it up. 

The SECHETAHY FOH RAIL WA vs : Every school­
boy knows that. 

~[r. TUHLEY' Enery schoolboy may know 
it; but it "trikes me that the hon. gentleman 
knows absolutely nothing about it. A good 
many schoolboys know more than the hon. 
gentleman. 

The SECI\ETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: JY!y young· 
sters are learning it at hon1e in their les,"\Ons. 

:Mr. TU 1\,LEY: It is quite likely they are. 
\Vhile there were only 130,000 electors under the 
olrl franchise, the next year after the new fran­
chise was granted there were no less than 
1,370,000 people whose names were registered on 
the rolls. I can quite understand the people of 
Belgium being in favour of this extensic•" of the 
franchise, seeing that it' enfranchised 1,200,000 
people. The Home Secretary seems to have 
sought for the worst possible franchise he could 
get in any poxt of the world. :\lost of the Conti­
nental nations have a far freer franchise than 
Belgium. It was a step forw;::rd there, but here 
it is no .,;tep fonnt1d, when, instead of ghing 
facilities for men to g"t on the roll, it will hr,ve 
the opposite effect, and will prevent thousands 
of men who are now able to get on the roll 
frnn! exercising the franchi,e. It "eems to 
me that on every occasion when there is a possi­
bility of the Government of Queensland losing 
g-round this is the first thing tbey adopt. 
In 18fl2 they did exactly the same thinfY. They 
thought then, "Here is the ];lecti"ns Act, which 
will enable a number of peo)Jle to exercise their 
Yotes, and the result will be that the Govern­
ment will he beaten." They therefore passed 
a Bill which, in their opinion, was destined to 
have the effect of keeping out a coushlerable 
number of men who did nut believe in the prin­
cipl~s which they enunciated. It did not have that 
particular effect became, as a matter of fact, 
while it kept out one or two members from this 
side I think it kept out one or two members 
from the other side, and since that there has 
been a considerable number of members on the 
oth~r side who have been ad1·ocating the repeal 
of what is known as the contingent voting 
sections of the :Elections Act. 

'fhe HollfE SECRETARY : You are suppressing 
the information or forgetting the fact that this 
cannot take effect at the next general election. 

The SRCRETARY FOI\ AGRICUW'URE: He knows 
that perfectly well. 
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The HoME SECRETARY : You are representing 
that this is done to enable the Government to 
control the elections. 

G. Thorn, Tooth, Lord, and McMaster-all 
members on the Government side at present, and 
all supporting the Government pre,umably in 
this Bill. 

Mr. McMASTER : All good men. 
Mr. TURLEY: I am only pointing out the 

action of these gentlemen when the question was 
before them in years gone by-bow they have 
been able to say they did not believe in the 
system now brought in by the Government. 

The SECRETARY E'OR RAILWAYS: Not all of 
them. 

Mr. TURLEY : I will do the hon. gentleman 
justice. He voted for that Bill on that occasion. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE: \Ve have 
changed sides ; that's all. 

Mr. TFRLEY: \Ve have not changed sides 
at all. The hon. gentleman is the greatest con­
torLionbt on this question. There i~ no difficulty 
about his changing sides. He is able to take any 
side on this question ; but hitherto be has been 
constantly opposed to this ·sort of lPgislation, 
and I will give the House the reasons he has 
stated. 

The PRE}IIER : Give your own reason". 
Mr. TURLEY: My reasons are well knnwn, 

ann have been recorded in connection with every 
Bill introduced since I han• been in this House. 

Mr. TURLEY: No, I am n<>t doing anything 
of the sort ; I am pointing out that this is the 
ultimate object the hon. gentleman has in view. ' 
I suppose if he wants to go a milt> he does not 
expect to do it in .me step, and just the same in 
connection with this. The Government recog­
nise that because of the various things-I do not 
know what name to attach to them-of which , 
hon. gentlemen opposite are guilty-the Chilla- i 
goe business and various other things that could 
be mentioned-the people of the colony are just 
beginning to wake up to the fact that the 
Government in power are simply there with the 
object of protecting class interests, a,nd realising 
that they are thinking that it will be necessary 
to have some other method so as to secure and 
maintain the class interests which they represent. 
They are simply laying down this with the idea 
that if by any means they can fool a sufficient 
number of electors at the coming general elec­
tion, thb Bill will then he carried practically 
into effect, and the result will he that they 
will have the colony at their mRrcy for a con­
siderable length of time. To Ine it is some- ' 
thing like the attitude adopted by a burglar. 
If he gets in, and he is able to annex other , 
people's property, he does not trouble his head i 
at all, hut sim[Jly depart" in pea<!e; but if the 
person sleeping in the house shows signs of 
waking up, he usually carries a waddy or some­
thing of that sort to hit him on the head and 
prevent him from waking up. That is just 
the object of this BilL It is a sort of legislative 
waddy which the hon. gentlemen have in 
reserve, atJd if the people of the colony 
show any signs of waking up-tbat. is, hy di,. 
covering exactly what has been going on during 
the last few years-they will have this to stiffen 
them out witb, so that they will be able to have 

The HO.\IE SECRETARY : Now you are going to 
I make a sr>n1erl4ault. 

a considerably longer lease of power. I would 
like to show wbat has been our experience in 
connection with legislation since we have been 
here. \Ve ha.ve endeavoured on various occaAi(lns 
to get legishtion through this House. In 1893 
there was a motion moved-

That, in the opinion of this House. it is desirable to 
amend the electnral laws at present in force, and 
especially to repeal the provision a under ·which a man 
can be registered as an elector in every electorate in 
the colony in which he m,-ns a freehold property of a 
v-alue of £100 elear of encumbrances. 

There were members who voted against such a 
proposal, and are in the House now. They are 
1\Iessrs. Annear, Armstrong, Callan, Dalrymple, 
Foxton, Grimes, Lord, McMaster, Petrie, Philp, 
Smith, \V. Stepbens, Tooth, and Cribb. Those 
were the gentlemen who opposed the wiping out 
at that time of the system of plural voting as far 
as Queensland was concerned. In favour of the 
motion were the present l\Iinister for Railways 
and 1\fr. Bell, besi:J.es the members uf the Labour 
party and the gentlemen sitting on this side 
under the leadership of Mr. Powers. In the 
following year this matter came up again. The 
hon. member for Maryborough, 1\fr. Powers, 
introduced an Electinns Bill of two clauses, one 
providmg for adult suffrage and the other for 
the abolition of the plural vote. It is just as 
well to know hnw hon. gentlemen have treated 
this question for a number of years, so that 
when the elettors are asked to express their 
opinions auout the men who come bdore them 
they shall know whctt action has been taken by 
those men in Parliament. \Vben Mr. Powers 
brought in that Bill there was a vote taken on 
the 2nd October, 1894, and there •·oted against 
that Bill 1\Iessrs. Annear, Armstrong, Callan, 
Cameron, Cribb, Dalrymple, Foxton, Grimes, 
.r. Hamilton, Petrie, Philp, Plunkett, Smith, 

Mr. TURLEY: No, I am not. I have always 
stood as an opponent of thA plural vote, and I 
stand here to-day just as firm as ever ar;ainst 
that principle. In 1894 one of our present 
senators introduced a Bill providing for addt 
suffrage, for closing hotels on election day, for 
having all elections on one day, and providillg 
better facilities for registration. It was on this 
Bill that the Minister for Agriculture, as pointed 
out by the leader of thi·· party, took twenty or 
thirty columns of Har:scad to express his disgu·t 
at this measure bein;; introduced. On that 
occasion there voted against r hat measure 
.i\iessrs. Annear, Arn11:1trong, Callan, ]!..,oxton, 
Lnrd, Mcl\Iaster, O'Connell, Petrie, Philp, 
Plnnkett, Tooth, and Smith ; and there ].Jaired 
against it Messr;. J. C. Cribb, Cuneron, 
Chataway, and Grimes. The Minister for 
Railways at that time Yoted for the Bill, 
which I think was on a very liberal ba,~i;. 
In 1895 the hon. m'cmber for Maryboroug·h, 
Mr. Powers, introduced anothRr Elections Bill 
providing for the ab,Jition of plur"l ,-oting and 
for transfer, and there v•ned on that occasion 
against the Bill :Messrs. Philp, Dalrymple, 
McMaster, Smith, Cribb, Foxton, Cameron, 
Armstrong, Stephens, Callan, Tooth, Lord, 
Grrmes:, Petrie, and Annear, and the Minister 
for R»ilways and the membor foe Dalby voted 
on that occallion for the Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAIL\YAYS: \Ye are going 
to vote for this. 

Mr. TURLEY: The hon. gentleman is doing 
a somersault. 

The SECRETARY FOH RAILWAYS: You are 
doing a somers;1ult. 

Mr. TURLEY: No, the hon. gentleman was 
opposed to plural voting then and stated so; 
11ow be is tn favour of plural voting, therefore be 
is turning a somersault. I am V<Jting against 
thi' Bill because I am opposed to plural voting 
in any shape. 

The SECRETAR1 FOR RAILWAYS: You are 
~ electioneering. 

Mr. TURLEY : I am going to let the hon. 
gentleman have his choice and call it what 
he likes. Later in that vear there was intro­
duced by Mr. Ghtssey the" same Bill practically 
that was introduced in 1894, and there voted 
against it Messrs. Dalrymple, Philp, G. Thorn, 
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McMaster, Armstrong, Smith, Plunkett, O'Con­
nell, Cribb, Grimes, Lord, Callan, Stephens, 
Foxton, Petrie, and Annear. The Minister for 
Railways voted for that Bill. 

1\Ir. Mc2\lASTER: That is all in Hansa1•d 
already. 

Mr. TURLEY : Yes; I want to get it in 
again. You cannot get a good thil'g into 
Hansard too often. 

Mr. McMASTER: The general election will be 
here by and by. 

Mr. TURLEY: I believe it will. In 18!lo, 
on thb Address in Reply, we had another gentle­
man, lVfr. J. C. Stewart, who moved an addi­
tion--

lVIE~IBERS on the Government side: Oh, oh ! 
Spare us! 

Mr. TURLEY: Oh! He was the man that 
was going to be flattened out in one act, but he 
flattened out all the black labour men that came 
against him. That is what troubles the soul of 
the Minister for Agriculture. 

The 8>JCRE'l'ARY F'OR AGRICULTURE : I am not 
fond of the enemies of my country. 

Mr. TURLEY : The hon. gentleman is not 
fond of anybody. The hon. mem­

[8'30 p.m.] her is only fond of persons who 
have a different colour to himself. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! 
lVfr. TURLEY : There was this addendum 

moved to this Address in Reply-
At the same time we ran not refrain from informing 

your Excellency of our deep regret that in the list of 
measures proposed to be introduced this session, no 
mention is made of an amendment of the present elec­
tor~! laws, to which so many members of the present 
J1egislative Assembly pledged themselves during the late 
general election. 
\Vhen these hon. gentlemen came to vote on 
18th June, 1896, they voted against that addition, 
but not bec-.use it was a party question. I would 
like to point put that it was not treated as a want 
of confidence motion. Only three spoke on the 
question, and it was allowed to go to the vote, 
and the men who voted against anvthing being 
done in the way of electoral reform were-Sir 
H. M. ::'\elson, ::\fesbrF .. Byrnes, Foxton, Philp, 
Dalrymple, Tozer, Rattersby, Dickson, 'fhomas, 
Stephenson, G. Thorn, McMaster, Corfield, 
M"c:Jonald-Pater~on, Bell, l\' ewell, Arm strong, 
P;trre, Bnclges, Fraser, :McGahan, Story, Smith, 
0 Connell, Collins, Stnmm, Oribb, Leahv, Lord, 
(:frimes, Crombie, Stephens, and .._-\.nneaf. rrhat 
is the reason why I pointed out to the hon. 
gentleman that he was not always consistent 
U!-'On the questi<in. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTuRE: That was 
not a Bill brought into the House. 

Mr. TURLEY: I did not say it wa'' a Bill. 
The hon. gentleman has to vote on something 
else but Bilk I snppos9 he has voted for a 
motion which contained the expression of opinion 
that the electoral laws of the colony required 
nmendment. Thtn we had introduced two Bills 
by the presen'· Agent-General, one in 1897 and oue 
in 1R98, and there is uot a solitary member who 
was present at the time but who knows perfectly 
well that, however small the amount of conces­
sion those Biils contained, if it had not been for 
the support that" 1s given to the Government 
by the Labour party, these Bills could not 
possibly have become law. The Government 
had the opposition of a very large number of 
members at that time who were sitting behind 
them. In fact, so strong was the opposition, 
that the Acting Premier at that time got up in 
his place and complained of his own people not 
backing him up when he brought in a Bill which 
was not particularly liberal, and he had to 
appeal to members on this side of the House to 
give him assistance. 

Mr. STEPHENSON : It was natural enough 
when we saw him intriguing with your party. 

Mr. T"GRLEY: It was passed in spite of the 
opposition of you and your party. 

Mr. S•rEPHENSON: Naturally, when we saw 
him intriguing with your party. 

Mr. TURLEY: They were afraid of their 
leader ratting upon that question. They thought 
that the _\cting Premier was going to leave them 
in the lurch; and at that time they were prepared 
to sacrifice him, just as they would sacrifice 
anyone of their friends on the front Treasury 
bench now, if they thought it was a matter 
of saving themselvBs. I do not blame the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley, if that is the 
principle he has introduced into politics. There 
is another matter which I wish to bring up, 
because it was practically touched upon by the 
member for Toowong. In 1897, before the Bill 
was introduced by the Minister at that tirne, 
there was introduced a Bill by the present 
Senator Glassey, which provided for the abolition 
of plural voting, and for claims to be attested by 
electors for six months' residence in the colony, 
a proposal for transfer, and I think there were 
only about four or five principles embodied in 
tbf· Bill. Now, what was the action hon. gentle­
men took on that occasion? 

The SECHE'fARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Vhat was 
th· action you took with the senator at Bunda­
herg? 

Mr. TUHLEY: That has nothing to do with 
it. 

The SECRETAI<Y ~·on AGRICUI~TURE: What about 
ratting? 

Mr. TURLEY : I am talking about the Elec­
tions Bill which they have introduced into 
Parliament. I am speaking on this particular 
point, becau~e it we,s raised by the hon. member 
for Toowong this afternoon, and the reason given 
by the hon. gentleman why they voted against 
this particular Bill--

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTt:RE : Why did 
you "down,. Glassey? · 

JYir. 'l'URLEY: I know the hon. gentleman 
does not like this sort of thing ; he does not care 
about remarks of this sort being brought up. 
The hon. 11lt'l1lher reminds me of a man who is 
suffering from rleli1·iurn. trernens. He fancies 
that around him there are all sorts of images 
which are simply the figments of his own imagi­
nation, and they all scare him. I remember one 
time whfm I was on board ship. I had shipped 
at Cardiff on a ship which had a "norfore­
castle "-the hon. gentleman will know what I 
mean-just near the foremast there was a galley, 
and the galley funnel wa, of peculiar construc­
tion. :B'irst there was a pifce went one way, and 
then there was a piece went that way, and then 
another piece went up, and then there was a 
piece at the back of that. I wonld like to 
say that we were on the mud at Cardiff, and 
there was a man who joined the ship there, 
who was in something of the same slate physically 
that the hon. gentleman is iu politically now ; 
he was seeing things. \Vhen he saw this smok­
ing stack, its little pipe standing out, he thought 
it wa.; another devil that was after him, and he 
c•1me down bead foremost as if it were after him. 
'!'he hon. gentleman is seeing things now. But 
they are not the figmente of his own imagina­
tion. They are Bimpl:v the ghost of hiR dead self 
which now arise pointing the finger of scorn at 
the h.,n. gentleman because of the way in which 
he has gone on. (Opposition laughter.) I would 
just like to point out that the leader of the 
Honse at that time moved this amendment on 
Mr. Glassey's proposal-

It would not be just or expedient to carry out the 
principle of one man one vote with the machinery 
embodied in this Bill unless the principle of equality in 
voting could al-so he secured, and in the present 
circumstances of this colony an equal electoral voice 
wonld lead to a preponderating representa.tion of the 
towns at the expense of the country. 
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I am ].JOinting out the way hon. gentlemen 
opposite at that time believed that an injustice 
would be inflicted by the towns upon the 
country. At the present time they say it is all 
right-becaURe the Government have introduced 
the Bill n<Jthing of that sort will take place. lt 
is all right now, because they happen to sit 
behind the Government and the Government 
have introduced the Bill. They know perfectly 
well that the intention was that this Bill should 
take effPct at the next general election. It was 
only owing to the de>patches from home, received 
a few months ago, that they have been able tv 
alter their decision. I am satisfied that if this 
Bill had been introduced with the object of 
W'tting it into working order for the next elec­
tion, and there had been no redistribution, they 
woul<l have got the support of nearly everyone of 
their >mpporters that sit behind them, and even 
of those who mi,,ht have opposed it a few months 
a.<~;o, simply becan'e they would say, "It is a 
GovernmenL me:tsure, and we must either 
support the Government right through or the 
Government will send us out of the positions 
that we occupy." I can understand the position 
that the hon. gentleman take up, and I shall 
read the division that took place on that 
occasion. There voted for that amendment and 
against the Bill the f,.llowing gentlemen who are 
in the House now :--Messr,;. G. Thorn, Stepben· 
Hon, :Foxton, Philp, Dalrytnplf', Arn1~trong,Cribb, 
Stepbens, Mc.\1aster, Petrie, Grimes, Lord, 
O'Cnnnell, Stodart, Story, Smith, Bartholomew, 
J. Hamilton, and Annear. The .Minister for 
Railways on that oce:tsion stuck to his principles, 
and voted against the amendment movPd bv the 
then Acting Premier. That was on 7th July, 
1897. 

The SECRETARY E'OR AGR!CCLTURE : That is 
not relev•.nt. 

Mr. TURLgy: I think it is very relevant, 
because we want to know what has been done by 
hon. gentlemen in this House before in regard to 
this question. In 1898 we had a Premier who 
had progressive tendencies; who believed that by 
trusting the people it woulcl be possible to get 
better results-the late Hon. T. J. Byrnes. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR AGRICCLTURE: vVbom 
you called " CoPrcion l:Syrnes." 

.Mr. 'rURLEY : I am pointing out that we 
had that gentleman at the !lead of the Govern­
ment at that time, and that he was in favuur of 
progressive legislation. That IS in 1898, not in 
1894; and there was a Bill introduced in the fol· 
!owing year by the preeent Home Secretary, who, 
by the way, uttered an awful wail when he intro­
duced the Bill. He said he did not know why 
he should have tu introd nee a thing like that. 
He had not been in favour of it, and that he was 
put in an awkward positiun in having to intro­
duce a Bill which contained principles which he 
did not believe in. 

The HoME SECHETARY: vVi!l you quote from 
Hansard whe1 e I said that? 

Mr. TUJ:tL~:y: Oh, yes; I will by and by. 
At present my notes do not provide for that 
refPrenc ·. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Quote now. I ques­
tion your statAment. 

Mr. TUH.LEY: Yes, certainly, the hon. gen­
tleman may que<;tion it. 

The SECRETAHY FOR AGHICULTCRE: We ques­
tion anyrhing ynn say. 

Mr. TlTRLEY : At ltny rate, in 1899 one of 
the princi)Jles contained in the Bill was one man 
one vote, and also only one qualification. Clause 
5 of that Bill provided for the qualification of 
residence only, and clanse ()stated that no person 
should be entitled to have his name entered or 
retained upon more than one electoral roll at one 
and the same time. Now we have the hon. 
gentleman who previously voted against any 

alteration of the franchise-especially the ex­
tending of the franchise to people who could not 
get it-doing away with plural voting. What 
can have come over the hon. gentleman to pro­
duce this alteration since 1899? I wonder 
what force was behind the hon. gentleman 
at that time. The bon. gentleman expressed 
great respect for his leader then, and we 
know his leaclAr was in faV')llr of a Bill of this 
description. \Ve were told that the leader of 
the then Government left a large number of Bills 
behind him which be bad intended to introduce, 
and this was one of them. The late hon. 
gentleman was progresoive enough to see that 
what the Bill of that year proposed w.as the 
wisest thing to do-to extend the franchise and 
do away with plural voting. At any rate we 
have the Home Secretary's vote against the 
extension of the franchise and against the aboli­
tion of plural voting recorded in Hansard 

Mr. Mc:YIASTER: \Vho was the Premier when 
that B;l! was introduced? 

2\l[r. TURLEY: The late Sir .Tames Dickson. 
Mr. ::YicMASTER: You said the late Mr. 

Byrnes. 
Mr. TURLEY: No; I referred to the amount 

of respect which hon. gentlemen opposite had for 
the !aLe Mr. Bymes, and that l'vlr. Dickson had 
told us a dozen times that he had left a lot of 
leg;hlation behind him. The late Mr. Byrnes 
di"d m September, 1898, and thi.s Bill was intro­
duced in 18\19. 

Mr. McMASTER: That is the reason why I 
said you were wrong. 

Mr. TURLEY: The hon. gentleman who 
interjects will doubt anything just now. In 
1900 we have the Iron. gentleman introducing 
another Bill. He bar! evidently forgotten what 
he had done previously. Evidently hi.s previous 
action did not matter a jot. But at, any mte 
the hon. gentleman introduced a Bill in 1900 
which provided that every person should have >t 
vote-male or femole, over the age of twenty-one 
years-but there was a difference in this Bill 
again. There was broughc back the old quaJifi­
c .. tion. The hon. gentleman weviously brought 
in a Bill which provided for only one qualification, 
but in 1900 he provided for a whole hAap of 
qualifications. If a person posse>sed property or 
helrl a lease he could record his vote for any elec­
torate in Queemland he liked. In clause \J of 
the Bill I refer to, it wa' provided that one 
person could only have one vote ; but I would 
like to point out that there has reeu a departure 
from the principle which the hon. gentleman had 
profe>'sed previously when be s~id. that there 
should be only one qualification in Queensland, 
that no person Rbould be able to register except 
for the electorate in which he resided, and that a 
man should not be on more than one roll. He 
departed from those principles in his Bill of 1900, 
when he told us that any person could get his 
name on a roll and all the qnalitications which 

, existed previously would be in existence as far 
', as the Bill was concerned. The hon. gentleman 

asked me for some quotation ju"t now. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I asked for a particular 

quotation '""i1ich you have not given. 
Mr. TURLEY: I do not know that I have 

that particular quntation, but there will be no 
trouble in getting it. It was on the second read­
ing of the Elections Bill in 1899, nearly at the 
commencement of the hon. gentleman's speech. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Mr. Bvrnes was not 
Premier then. " 

Mr. TURLEY: No; Mr. Dickson was Pre­
mier then. 

Mr. Mu MASTER? You put Mr. Byrnes's name 
before the House. 

i'.lr. TURLEY: I pointed out that it was 
, legi~lation which Mr. Byrnes has left behind 
\ him, which I said was of a progressive character. 
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\Ve heard a lot about " the box" trotter] out by 
members on the other side; that "the box·,, 
was full of Bills which would be brought for­
ward as "o"n as au opportunity offered. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR A<~RIOULTCRE: You •aid 
t)lat 'Yas all fiction, and now you profess to be­
heve 1t. 

Mr. 'rURLEY: I did not e:q anything about 
fictwn. I referred to the affection which hon. 
gentlemen opposite had for their iate leader, ~tnd 
that was the reason this legislatiOn was brought 
in. Yet the Government are prt'f>ared to put a 
man like the late 1Ylr. Byrnes-whose ability we 
all recognised-lower than the level of a n"tura­
lised Chinaman who happens to have two 
children lJ.,rn in wedlock-that is according to 
the Bill. And yet they talk about affection and 
their respect for their late leader. I s<ty that if 
that late hon. gentleman had been on th<>se front 
'l'reasmy benches a Bill of this sort would never 
ha,·e been placed before this Assembly-a Bill 
whereby his colleagues, with all their re~pect, 
now put him on a lower plane than they nnt the 
naturalbed Chow who happens to Iiave two 
yonng.-;ters born in the colony. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCL'rt;RE: That is a 
slander. 

::VIr. TURLEY: It i, not a slander. That is 
the action of the hon. gentlemen opposite. That 
is the respect which they profess to have for 
their departed leader, and the position in which 
they wonld put him if he happtmed to be living 
in Que~nsland now. The hon. gentlemen re­
Hiind;:;; rne of the man who haR deliritun trcrr~cn:. 
They begin to sec things and they do not like 
tben1. 

The Hm1E i::JECHETARY: You are beneath con­
tempt. 

Mr. TURLEY: \V ell, I am perfectly sa,ti<fied 
with any interjection that comes from the Home 
Secretary. This i., the mark of respect and 
affection which the hon. member has shown to 
hi,; late leader ; and then he talks about con­
tempt! It is too thin. Here is the quotation 
which the hem. gentleman wants It a1-1pears on 
page 846 of Hansarcl for 1899. The hon. gentle­
man said-

Now. the leading pnnciple of thi~ Bill is, of con1·se, 
one man onfl vote. I little thought that it wonld ever 
fall to my lot to be the one to introduce a J-nH of this 
sort into the .A~<sembly. (O_ppo::.it-ion laughter.~ 

The junior member for North Brisbane, }fr. 
Om1eron, in 189!), in opposing the Elections 
Bill, said-

I have never believed in the principle of one man one 
vote. nnd nothing will ever convi1we me that all men 
should have equal voting rights. 

That i~ on rage 700 of Hnnsnrd for 189.>. The 
hon. member for Lockyer, in J.H97, when the 
amendment w.ts moved by the leader of the 
Government, pointed out on pag8 221 of 
HnnBard-

Large numbers of persons who by thrHt haYe 
acquired pl'Opert,v, ii through cil'cnmstan~es they have 
to Rhirt into another electot·ate, and ncqnire manhood 
suffage there, the.\· should also be able to vote for the 
electorate where their prnpertv is. The connirv should 
recognif'e thrift by allowhlg a, property ~vote. I 
thoroughly h~rce with the contention or the leader of 
the Government, tl1at one man one vote will lead to a 
prepondcratin;; influence of the towns over tlre 
country. 

He further s:tid that if the Bill had contained 
woman sutfra~e it would be only an additional 
reason for his opposing it. The present Secre­
t lry for Lands evidently was pled"ed to do any­
thing in this way when introd~lCed by the 
Government, but as long as it was introduced lw 
anyo1w else h<' was pledged to his constituents 
uot tu support it. It was not on principle that 
the hon. ).;·•"'tieman apparently supported it, it 
was \Jecau•r· '•~ was sitting with the Government 
and now f,,,,, a eomponent part of the Govern-

ment which is responsible for bringing in this 
ridiculous joke of a thing which is called an 
J~lections Bill. The hon. gentleman, in 1897, 
page 234 of Hanmrd, said-

Some yea1":; ago I g-nve a conditional pledge that if 
this matter were brought up, and 'vas not opposed by 
the Government I was returned to support, I would 
vote for it. 1Langhter.) 

He believed that the demand for a fair franchise 
was simply a cry that was giving the Labour 
party a big hold in the country, and that to a 
very' gre"'t extent was the reaeon why he was in 
favour of it The present Tr·ea,urer said in 18!!7 
-page 229 of Hansard-

I do not belieYe in putting the idle, dissolute, and 
disaffected man on an equality with the thrifty, in­
dustrious, and temperate man in the matter of" the 
franchise. 
He abo saiL! that a young man of twenty-one 
has not the experi-nce of his f.tber in the needs 
of the colony, and he wonld al'o raise the age to 
twenty-five) ears. Xow, l contend that the Bill 
which the Government have in trod need does unt 
the idle, the dissolute, and the disaffected 
exactly on the same pl..tne as everyone else, in 
"''ite of wh<tt the hon. gentleman said at that 
time. I believe the reason why the hon. gelttle­
man opposed the Bill at that time wa" because, 
as he btated, seeing the plural vote was in exist­
ence for property, there wa' a possibility of 
the thrifty person getting an extra vote, and of 
thrift obtaining a larger ,;mount of inf!nence in 
the countrv. Xow, the . principle has been 
departe<1 fr'om bv the hon. gentlemen opposite 
that the hon. gentleman wa•, prepared to fight 
for all along. Then another member of the pre­
sent Government, the Hon. John :Ylurray, in 
1897 -pagA 233 of Hansard- said-

If the countrY i~ to be wisely and judiciously 
gm·e1·neii. 1t muSt be governed by the best intel­
lects that we lwve, and not by the unthinkmg 
mob. The mmnent the Government of the country 
gets into the hands of the unthinking and nu­
thrifty multitude. at that tttoment the period of 
destruction sets tn. and to place intellectual people 
'vho establish industries ancl giYe employment nvon an 
equality with the man who walked over the border six 
monthg ago is simply monstrous. I have never been 
able to see the justi~e of It, and sliall die ti;o;htmg 
a<..:"ainst it. 
(Opposition laughter,) 

'rhis cry appca1 s to ha Ye taken possession of the 
pHbli(~ mind to such .m extent that I suppose there are 
many people who a litTle time ago entertained the 
views I do are becoming inclined to go with the popular 
eurrent. I am not. one of those I do not care how 
strong the popular cut rent grows, I shall breast it and 
stick to the opinions I have entertait!ed upon the subject 
f"rom the tirst to the last. 

Well, there is another member of the G''"ern­
n1ent who is prepared to turn :--omersaults over 
and <>ver again and depal't from the principles be 
advocateri then. He is prepared not only to 
supJ.!Ort thi, Bill, but, if it should get. tlm>ugh 
this Chamber, he is prepan d to induce hon. 
geutlewen in another place to agree to it. Then 
we have t.he Secretary for Agriculture. His 
opinions, there is no doub~) ~~utertaincd hon. 
meml ers ac the time, bnt it is jmt a; well we 
should get them into IInntnrd again aln:ngside 
tbP opinions which the hon. gentleman w1ll put 
there himself presently. In lfl!l4, page 470 of 
I:lansart/, tbe hon. gentleman said-

The great mnjorit~~ of women look forward to being 
compe1Je,:l1o re,!.;"ister a.nd record their vote-. with the 
most intense disg-ust and horror. 

Does the hon. gentleman think that that disgust 
and horror has worn off the people who exhibited 
those symptoms at tb"'t time? Someone said they 
would· not be compelled to vote, and the h •n. 
gentleman went on-

The great majority of women look forward to being 
compelled to register and record their votes with the 
most intense disgust and horror . , . The moment 
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the franehi&e is extended to women they \Yill all be 
compelled, whethe1· 1 hey like it or not, to vote. becanse 
1f they do not. thos:e who wi.ll vote will give assistance 
to men who vote, and the resnlt is that the exigencies 
of the ocr~tsion will compel women who ·would much 
rather aot ,~at~-_·, to do so. 

I would like to point out that in connection with 
this Bill the hon. gentleman is prepared to do 

another somersault-he is prepared 
[B p.m.J to advocate that this will do a con-

siderable amount of good in spite of 
what he ~aid 11 few years ago. On page 471 of 
Hansa·rd of 1894 the present Secretary for 
Agriculture proceeds thus-

Let Ut' take a case where laws are vassed partly by 
wnmen and partly b~· men. If the women are not pre­
parerl .to fi~ht, I a.m afrR-id their position will he an 
exceedm~ly awkward one. Snppo'e the>·e !l!'e two 
parties in a. legislature-a two-thirds majority of 
women and a one-third minority of men-and a measure 
is passed where ne~trly all the men voted on th8 other 
side, what, w·ould be the conse;quence ::- It might be :.>~ 
law with re lard to li(1nor, or the early clmnng or pnblic­
houses, suf'h as was passed lately in :South Carolina. If 
that l~tw 'vas known to rest upnn n miuoritY or the men 
and a majority of the women. the people' would feel 
disposed not to submit to the law because the women 
-could not enforce it. In other words, the foece 
would not hP on tht'' side of the hnv, and thcre.fore 
the stability of the conntr,v wonld be end:lli~ered. 
At present the legitimate inftnence of women is 
exerted in such a way that it gets that ('Ou:-.hleration 
which alone cat1 give it forc>e or make it ''alid in la,Y. 
'That is to say, men will ~up11ort women in legislati.::tn 
on ail those m:1tters which have in timP" va:,t-nnd 
some there have been-nndnly interfered ·with them or 
their priYileges or rights. These either h:tYe been 
J'emov~d or will be removed; a.nd if theY are not 
removed it will be because thev ha,ve not forCe on their 
side: and if they cannot, in ~advanee, t'orce the men 
who have to <'arry out the laws. they will be no better 
off aftenntrds, becAuse they cannOt coeree the men. 
If they pa~s legislation whieh does not rest on fon·e 
thLir legislation would be of no avail. ' 

The SECRETARY l<'OR AGRTCliLTURE: I suppose 
yon regret very much--

::VIr. TURLEY: I want to give the ban. 
gentleman his own opinions. \Vhy he should be 
in f:,tvour of thi' particular joke mtroduced by 
the Home Secretar.v--

An HONOURABLE ::VIE}IBER: \V e are not allowed 
to ehang-e our opinions. 

::Yir. TURLEY: I have pointed out that the 
hon. gentleman is the greatest contortionist in 
thi:;; RousP. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIOCLTCRE: And a 
rotnancer as we-ll. 

:VIr. TURLEY: Yes-the h<m. gentleman is 
a rmnancer, too. I believe he gave us qnite a 
number of quotations which, I think, he must 
ho,ve taken from romance at that time. On 
page 1140 of Hansard, 18~H, the bon. gentleman 
says-

Take woman out of her plAce. unsex her. and thino·!'l 
will get. mixed np and be follo\ved by horrlhle co;_­
fuston. I rlo not know whether the hon. rnember ,vho 
intJ·o::lnced this Bill tl1ought that wonlr1 be anv 
objection, bnt it certainly wonld be a Yery s~riDll.., 
objection so far as I am concerned. I do not want 
thing-s to get mixed and get into a stHte of horrible 
·~on fusion. 

On the next page he says-
Another thing is that there is no donl)t if women in 

this matter take up the ~~oz,, of men, seping that tliPy 
are, on the whole. more emotional than men. their 
pre::'lence in rolit.icallife will tend to in<~rease the bitter­
Til''IS of political life, and whereYer there ls anv differ­
ence in rellgious beliefs. it will tend to 5ncrea~se those 
differe!'lces. H will also do away with the chivalrous 
relation which exii'ts, and which has exi~ted, anrl which 
I hope may continne to exist, between women and 
men. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Evidently 
the matter I gave J ou is of great value. 

Mr. TURJ,EY: I always like to point out to 
the hon. gentleman the ghosts of his dead self. 

Just like a man with deli1·iurn t1·cmens, the hon. 
gentleman has seen things, and he does not care 
about them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRTCCLTURE : People 
have been comerted by ghosts. 

Mr. TURLEY: I have never known the hon. 
gentleman to be converted yet. It is simply a 
question whether it pays or not; it is not a ques­
tion of principle with the hon. gentleman in con­
nection with this mo.tter. l am satisfied of that, 
because he could not go back on the utterances 
we have here in Hanscwi. Hansard is a very 
good record. Further on we have this from the 
hon. gentleman-

If women say," ''re insi~t on making the laws, but 
you can carry them out," we say, ·' 'Ve decline to carry 
them out. Ton take your share of 1t. You go into the 
~rmy; you be a peeler." And why should they not~ 

The bon. gentleman states that, if we extend the 
fro.nchise to women, the woman must be a peeler 
and must go into the army, and he says, "\Vhy 
not?" Here 1s another result foretoln by the 
hem. metnbel' on pag& 1141-

If I am going to :;:.upport the Premier. and my better­
half is ~wing to support the leader of the LulJOllr varty, 
such is the weakne~s of hnman nature that I feel that 
in mY domestic circle ancl on 1ny family altar there will 
l,c ~tl·ife. I t'eel tuat that is the onlY result that could 
accrne. 11, in additic to the man)· causes of trouble 
in domestic llfe. 1ve i1.trodnee the element of politics, 
then I am »fl aid that the number of marriages which 
take place 'vill rapidly dimmi~h. and that the di\'orce 
conrt will be more througed with suitors. 
That is the jJOBition being brought about by the 
<:ioverrnnent~ and the hon. gentlerna.n cannot 
blame member; on thiR side for trying to bring 
about an.vthing of the sort. On p.;ge 1142 the 
hon. gentleman says-

It is. as ::.1;.re a.s anything can be, reasoning from what 
has bapyened in the lJast. that the effect of giving 
1-vomen t.he franchise will be to increase clerical 
inftuenct•. I am sure that will not ~<uit the hon. mem­
ber who distrn~ts secta.rmnism, as he calls it. He does 
not like this influence I am not prepared to say that 
that would not he one benefichtl effect of the Bill~ 
Religious feeling i.s more ~trongly developed in woman 
than in n1an. At any rate it finds voice in religions 
observanres more with them, and that can be proved 
from the fact that in Franee aud in fashionable 
churches in l':nglaud a Yery large proportion of the 
worshippers are women. In some wa.y tb<~y seem to 
attach more importance to those ohsen·arH,~Js than men. 
Xmv, if yon give 1-voman the franchis6 you ';·ill a~d to 
the pmver ot the clergy. and by that means w11l str1ke a 
terrible blow at the new unioui::m. nn::l the democratiC 
socialism, and all the other" bms." of which the hon. 
member for Burke is such a strennou.'· upholder. 

The SECRETAHY J;'OR AGRICCLTURE: That is 
quite true. 

:Mr. TURLEY: I am g·lad he is pr, pared to 
back np his arguments uow that the Bill iutro­
duced by his col!eagne is to be 1esponsible for 
breaking up family life: that it i;; going to put 
strife on his family altar, and that it is going to 
crowd the divorce courts with suitors. I am 
onlv pointing out what, according to the hon. 
uelltleillan's own argtnnents, is goit,g tu be the 
~ffect of this Bill. 

The SECRE~"ARY FOR AoRICULTCRE : I am 
startled at the truth of those remarks. wade 
manv vears ago. They must be exceedingly 
mluable. 

Mr. TURLEY : I hope the hon. gentleman is 
goin~; ttJ give us tht~ -.:arne thing when ht' gets up 
to speak on thi" Bill. Further on the hon. 
gentleman said-

It may uot 1Je expedient to admit single women alone 
to tlle franchise, but it h;; certain that it is putti,,g a 
11rcmium on the single condition, because it ls the 
single '"omen. or. at any rate, the women without 
families, who would f'xercise the grea.test intiti811Ce in 
the political arPmt, as they h:-tve lllOre time Hnd more 
strength than win•s and mothers. I submit that of -all 
v:omf'n in the world it is far more desirable that wtves 
and mothers shollld exercise a preponderating influence 
than that it should be exercil'-ed by single women. T.his 
is an attempt to minimise the influence of the family. r' 
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ThiR is what the hon. gentleman characterises 
as an attern!Jt to minimise the influence of the 
family. 

The SEORETA!lY FOR AGRICULTURE: You ap­
prove of thil.t ' 

Mr. TURLEY: ~o. I am pointing out that 
they claim for an adult .-ote Bill-and something 
besides~-

The SECRETARY l<'OR AGRICULTURE : A family 
.-ote. 

Mr. TL"RLEY : I will come to the family 
Yote presently. In 1895 the hon. gentleman had 
the same objection as the hon. me m her for Too­
wong has expressed to-day. He says he is not 
going to allow his constituents to be overruled 
by people who are in the centres of population. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTCHE: Our place 
is a centre of population. 

Mr. TURLEY: The hem. gentleman has 
evidently changed his politics, seeing that his 
phce is' the centre of popnlati•m, and all the 
other parts e,f the colony, so far as the hon. 
gentleman is concerned, can go hang. That 
a!Jpears to be the position which the hon. gentle­
man takes up. 

The SECRETARY ;•on AGRICCLTUR!l: I certainly 
consider that my constituents have some claim 
upon Tne. 

Mr. TURLEY: The hon. gentleman said­
·whatever mtluence the country districts haYe now, 

they will have vastly let::~s whe!l this takes plaee. ~i1 he 
large populat.ious in the towns ·will have a dominating 
influence. and those why bury them::::el\'('S in the bush, 
and are deprived o! many of tho·~e comforts which those 
in town enjoy, will be at a far greater disatlvanta;.;:e 
than at present. 

I believe the deliberate object of this particular 
Bill, or joke of a Bill, that has beAn introduced 
by the hem. gentleman's colleague is to disfran­
chise a large number of people in the back 
country. That is the object hon. gentlemen 
have ill view. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTCRE: If they 
are not entitled to it, why should they not? 

Mr. TURLEY: If they are entitled, as I 
maintain they are, the obstacles that are put in 
the way arA such that it will be almmt impossible 
for them to get their votes. TbA Minister for 
Railways says that he has always been in fa.vour 
of this sort of legislation. The hon. gentleman 
has been in nearly every case a consistent 
opponent of plural .-oting, and now he tells us 
that he is in favonr of plural voting because this 
Bill takes it away from the property and gives 
it to the father. 'J'hat is plural voting. 

The SECR~TAHY FOR RAILWAYS: Certainly not! 
Mr. TURLKY: The father has a double vote 

so long as the children live, and even if they die 
or go out of the colony be retains it, simply 
because he i& their father. 

The SECRETAHY J<"Oll RAn\YAYS: You pe<lple 
were disputing the other night that he might not 
be the father. 

'l'he SPRAKER: Order! 
Mr. TURLRY: I never said anything of the 

sort. I deny that I ever uttered a sentiment of 
that sort.. 

The SECRETARY FOil RAILWAYS: I said your 
peor,Je. 

Mr. 'l'L"TILEY: The hon. member said'' you." 
The SPEAKER : Order ! 
The SECRE~'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: Thie is the 

first time you ha,·e spoken. I could not say 
"you." I said your people. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr. TURLEY : The hon. gentleman said in 

18!J5, on p1ge l:l35 of Hansard:_ 
I shall not refuse to vore fm· a ·meaE\ure. as it is said 

some members do, be\ause this year it contains too 
much, and then refusP to vote for it next year because 
it does not contain enough. Though there are some 
things in this Bill of which I do not approve, I shall 
vote for its second reading. I voted before for the 

exten~ion of the franchise to women, becaus~ I bel_ieved 
jt was a proper thing, and I sl_lall vote for It agam, as 
they are entitled to the franchise on eYery ground that 
a man is entitled to it. 
The hon. gentleman does not say so now. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR RAIL\VAYS: The same 
thing. 

Mr. TURLEY: The hon. gentleman says now 
that a man is entitled to two votes and the 
woman to only one. That is the position that he 
takes up b<>hind his colleague. He sa1d on the 
previous occasion-

But there is no getting away from this-L.bat we shall 
ha\·e to abolish the plural vote. 

And the hon. gentleman is re-instituting it. 
The SECRETARY ;'OR RAILWAYS: :L\o. 
Mr. T1JRLEY: The hon. gentleman does not 

like people to believe that for a number of years 
he has been a consistent opponent of the plural 
vote. and all at once because be is a merr:b~r of 
thA Government he is obliged-like the MmJSter 
for Agriculture--to take two or three somer­
saults and ,ay, "I am in favour now of what I 
was opp,osed tu yesterday." The hon. gentleman 
also sala-

lt has been abolished in almost all the other colonie_s, 
and life and pro pert~" are as safe t.here as the(~ are. 111 
Queensland. TherG is a motion now before ~be\ 1ctormn 
l'arliament for the abolition of plural votrng. It_ does 
not exi~i: in Xew South ·wales or South .A.us~raha ?r­
Xew Zealand, and it has recently been abolished 111 
Tasmania. 
But the hon. gentleman now reintroduces it. 
It is no use for the hem. gentleman to state that 
he is trying to put men and women on an 
equality when he turns round and supports a 
Bill, because rt happens to he brought 111 by ~he 
Government of which he is a member, whiCh 
gives the man double the voting power of the 
woman. I am opposed to that principle, and 
the hon. gentleman at that time was opposed 
to it. 

The SECRETARY POR llAILWAYS: It was never 
before the House before. It was what was then 
called the corner peg vote. Now it is the flesh 
and blood vote. 

Mr. TURLEY: Yes, and the man votes 
twice. It. is no me for the hon. member to say 
that the sexes are placed on an equa!ity, because 
it is giving the man twice the votmg power of 
the woman. 

The SECHETAHY FOH RAILWAYS: Personally, I 
do not care whether you give the voting power 
to the man or the woman. 

Mr. TFHLEY: I am glad to get even th":t 
confession from the hnn. gentleman. It rr:dr­
cates that he is not particularly strong behmd 
the colleague who ha~ introduced th!s Bill; and 
his colleague has pom ted out that 1t was abso­
lutely necessary for a man to have two votes, and 
not the woman. 

The SECEETAHY l!'OR RAILWAYS: \Vel!, the 
father is the trustee under all our laws. 

Mr. TCRLEY: It was pointed ont by the 
hem. member for Kennedy that that mi~ht work 
out in this way : \Vhen a boy got to the age of 
eighteen or nineteen years, and did not happen 
to believe exactly as his father, there wonld be 
a row, because, in that case, if the father exer­
cioes Lhe vote, which the hon. gentlema!' tell~ us 
belongs to these children, he is using 1t agamst 
their interest. Is that acting aR trustee for the 
children? The hon. gentleman sayo further on 
pa'je 133G-

The plural vote i~ centred in aud aroun~l the metro­
polis, 'vith the re~mlt that the metropolis ru!es the 
whole of the colony, and rules it very badly at t1mcs. 
The hon. gentleman is now seeking as hard as 
he can to disfranchise the \Vestern workers, 
because they have returned m';;;- to ~his Hot;se 
opposed to the Government. l hat 1s _the _a1m 
and object that the hon. gontleman has m new. 
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He wants to disfranchise the Western workers, 
because they have been able to secure a majority 
of support from the Gulf down to the borders of 
the hon. gentleman's own electorate. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They have 
not got the Balonne yet. 

Mr. TURLEY: No, but they have all the 
rest. They have returned men to the Federal 
Parliament, who were of the same way of 
thinking. The hon. gentleman further "aid on 
the same subject-

! am advocating \V hat I believe to be right. It would 
be no injustice to the country; the people of the 
colony would not suffer by it, but would, I believe, be 
great ga.iners by coming into line \Vith what is the 
practice throughout the civilised world. 
Can the hon. gentleman stand up and sa.y that 
this is the practice of the civilised world-that 
thi" joke ·of a thing that we have had put before 
us as an Elections Bill, with the object of de­
liberating upon it-can the hon. gentlemo<n say 
that this is the practice of the civilised world 
or anything of the sort? The hon. gentlemen 
searched round until they came to a little place 
called Belgium, where they have a backward elec­
toral law, and he says every schoolboy knows all 
about it. If every schoolboy knows about this 
business, then has he no right when he grows up 
to eighteen or nineteen years of age to interfere 
with his father as to the way in which he uses 
the two votes, one of which the hon. gentleman 
has said is a flesh and blond vote ? If because 
a man owns flesh and blood he is to have a cer­
tain number of votes, that brings it back to the 
argument ,,f the hon. member fur Ipswich, who 
said that if people consumed dutiable goods, 
they should have a vote. \Vhy, a horse con· 
sumed dutiable goods, and wou.ld you give the 
man who owns a horse a vote, because that horse 
consumes dutiable goods? vV e do not want 
arguments of that kind in a place of this sort. 

Mr. BARBER : A vote for kanakas? 
Mr. TURLEY: If we are going to give this 

vote to the owners of flesh and blood, why not 
give it all round? How many votes would men 
who o .vn numbere of kanakas then ha Ye? How 
many votes would the Secretary for Ag:iculture 
have in that case? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICL:LTUHE : What 
about the votes for the Trades Hall? 

Mr. TURLEY: The hon. gentleman won't 
get any voteR from the TradPs Hall ; the people 
there know his colour too well. 

The SECRE'rARY PO!l AGRICcLTUm' : If I put 
in a few advertisements there, I would get them. 

Mr. TURLEY: Even then I don't believe 
the hon. gentleman would get one vote, or half 
a vote. During the federal elections a number 
of l7overnment candidates came along to the 
Trades Hall and put in a number of long adver­
tisements ; but they got the opposition of the 
TVorkcr, anrl as a result they did not get one 
solitary Labour vote. 1'hey went down with a 
resounding thud. That i" the sort of vote the 
hon. gentleman c~n expect from that. source. 
\Vhen the Elections Bill was introduced in 1R!J7 
I find, on page 222, vol. lxxvii. of Han8ard, that 
the Secretary for Railways then said-

! have always been oppo~ed to plural voting. and I 
am not going back upon the stand I have taken in 
former time.::.. I &nbmit that the principle is unjusti­
fiable. 
And now the hon. gentleman is a strong sup· 
porter of plural voting! 

Mr. McMASTER: 'Vhv did you turn your 
back on G lassey ·: · 

Mr. TURLEY : I do not know why the 
hnn. member sbould be solicitous about Mr. 
Glassey just now. I remember when hon. mem­
bers on the other side blackguardedMr. Glassey, 

called him a thief and a robber, and said he had 
rlone everything he could to burst up happy 
homes in Queensland-to burst up the good 
feeling which existed in the colony. 8uch 
charges have been hurled against lYir. Glassey 
bv members on the Government side. I do not 
\vish to be drawn off the track. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcL'rDRE: You have 
never been on it. (Laughter.) 

:Yir. TURLEY : I thought I was speaking 
about the principle of elections. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR AomccLTURE: You are 
talking a bout the ghosts of the p;t.st. 

Mr. TURLEY: Yes. I want them brought 
up in order to compare them with the rema~ks 
and the votes given by hon. gentlemen opposite. 
Then on the same page the Secretary for Rail­
ways fur;ther said-

·women are just as much entitled to the franchise as 
men, and would cast their votes just as intelligently. 
·women's franchise in the southern colonib has proved 
no danger "·hatever. On the contrary, it has proved 
quite con~ervative, and it has put out two or three 
Labour memberH at by-elections in South Australia. 

Then the hon. gentleman assumed the position 
of a prophet. He said-

If we have federation '"e shall certainly have a modi­
fication or the franchise, and it will be based on the 
abolition of the plural vote. Let lion. members make 
up their minds to that. If you are going to have it in 
the near future. you may as well have it no-w. There­
fore, I shall vote against the ameudment. 

That w>ts the amendment moved by the leader 
of the then Goverrnnent on the Bill which was 
introduced by Mr. GlasHey. 

The SECRE'rARY FOR RAILWAYS: Did not that 
show good sound senee ? 

Mr. TURLEY: Yes, and I am surprised at 
the hon. gentleman going back on that good 
sound sense and supporting a principle which 
he said wail unjustifiable. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He is getting 
more radical, and that is what you don't like. 

Mr. TURLEY : The hon. gentleman is not 
gettinsr more radical. He is getting- more hide­
bound to conservatism, ail the other members of 
the Government are. There is an old saying 
t.hat you must judge a man by the company he 
keeps, and jurlging by the company the hon. 
gentleman has gnt into, he has had to go back on 
the principles of a lifetime, and swallow what 
has been put before him by his colltaguee in the 
Minis cry. 

The SECRE'l'AHY FOR AGRICGLTURE: Something 
like the TradHs Hall. 

Mr. TL!RLEY: The hon. member does not 
seem to like the Trades Hall, but the Trades 
Hall has nothing to do with this Bill. I can say 
that the Tr·•des Hall would be asham2d to 
introduce a Bill l:ke this, with all ito faults. 
But hon. gentlenwn oppositE.' are not ashamed 
to introdueB ~nch legiehtion as a political joke, 
and tell no that thio is the '''rt. of legi<lation that 
the people of this State h,tve d~ma!'ded_. The 
hon. gentleman who intr•Jdnced tins Bill eVIdently 
before h'<s not believed in the principle. He 
S;tys in 189-1-Ha,sard, pages 'j2G·I -that he 
does not believe in one n1an unA vote as it means 
one vote one value, and would throw all the 
power into the towns. He expresse" the hope 
that the electors will think well before they send 
n1etnbcrs in pledged tu one 1nan one YO~ e, and 
goes on to >ay that ·he was not altogether in 
favour of the property yote. Then be says-

1 do say that there should be a distinct line drawn 
between· thosl:>. \Vho have a stake in the country and 
those who have not. I believe there can be fnund 
a solution for that. not by mere tinkering of the 
electoral law:-;, but bv a. comprehensive measure which, 
by judicious eomprm11ise, would arrive at a satisfactory 
conclusion, and not by giving the idle and undesirable 
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members of society the same political power a3 men 
who have served their country for thirt,y or forty years 
with honour and distinction. That would be a gro::;ser 
anomaly than the one which exit=ts at the present time." 

He stated at that time that he was not opposed 
to women suffrage, but he voted aQ:ainst the 
Elections Bill which was before the House and 
then afterwards he introduced a one man on~ vote 
Bill which be had previously dec!Hed would 
practically be the curse of the country. i\ow be 
ha, departed ·8\·en from that priuciple, and has 
introduced a thing like this. I do not know what 
you can call it. I understood there was no 
business meant by it, that it wa,; brought in as 
something for the Secretary for Agriculture to 
talk about on Thursday afternoon. But it seems 
nm':' that, the hon. gentlemen oppo,;ite mean 
bu,mess. The anttcs uf hon. gentlemerr. in c·•n· 
nection with this rer11ind me uf that quotation 
from Shakespeare-

::.\Ian, proud man, dre~f'ed in a little brief authoritY 
most igno~·ant of what he s most assul'ed-hls glas&8~: 
-essence-hke an angry ape play~ ~nch fantastic tricks 
before high HeaYen s.s make the angelR weep. 
And there is nn doubt that that is what 
\VB art:: getting frorn bun. g~·ntietnen oppositB. 
~he Hon. the S~cretary for Agriculture, the 
Secretary for Rarlways, the HomP Secretary, 
are all ~>mctically iu that fJOsition, when 
we t,;k" mto con,ideratiort the a.ttitnde they 
adoprc,J previously in connection with this 
question <>f elections. I think I may as well 
state the rea•ons why I am against the "ystem 
which has been promulr.:ated anrl put before 
th~ House _in this BilL ·I am ag-ainst it practi­
cally for E'tght reasons_. The first is qualifi­
catwn ; the second, resrdence; the third-what 
the leader of . this party '.:::,,Jls " the tamlem 
vote," and which hon. gentlemen call " the 
family vote "~at any rate, the plural vote; the 
system of regrstratwn: the attestation of declara­
tion~-;-the declaration system altogether; the 
abohtwn of plumping ; the objPctions to 
clause 39 ; and the temporary provisions that 
are included in the Bill at the end. I 

will deal first with this so-called 
[9·30 p.m.] family vote-this plural vote. The 

8ecretary for Agriculture is a] ways 
pointing out what has been done before I know 
that thE' hon. gentleman u'ed to point out that a 
Ho-Hang-Ho, or somebody who Jived some time 
ago-I forget exactly the name the hon. gentle­
man med to give it, but hon. mernbero c.>n find 
it in Hansard. 

The SECHETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: A Labour 
leader. 

Mr. TLTRLEY: This individual promulgated 
doctrines some years ago which have been taken 
up by the Labour party, according to the hon. 
gentleman, and they were bringing them in now 
as fre;;h doctrines, which they asktd the people 
of thrs country to take Uf.J. N wv, what is this 
";:stem that they propose to introduce in this 
B1Jl? There ha'e been quite a number of forms 
of worship; but there has bePn nothing so 
deg:radi_ng to th.e human race &s Phallic worship, 
wh1ch 1s practJColly proposed in this Bill. In 
old times thev u"ed to worship the "Ymbol of 
fpcundity, and in this Bill it is practicallv laid 
down that it is not intellige,,ce, it is not 
ma.nh od, which will entitle a man to have two 
votes. It is prop.,sed to give him an extra vote 
for fe~undity. He must be the parent of two 
ch1ldren or he cannot have- two votes. The Bill 
proposed that the people of Queensland should 
how down and WPrship this symbol of fecundity, 
and the reward offerPd to them is that they 'hall 
have two votes. If they are not prepared to 
exercise their abilities in this direction they are 
only to have one vote. Therefore, I think hon. 
member.< will agree with me that it is reintro­
ducing the system of Phallic worship. 

:'Yfr. BELL : \Vhy stop at two votes? 
::Ylr. TURLEY : That is the question I was 

going to ask. \Vby not give a dozen if a man is 
entitled to them? 

The SECRE'r.\RY FOR AGRICL'LTURE: Move an 
amendment. 

Mr. TURLEY: I am not going to mo\'e an 
amendment. I am against the whole concern­
lock, stock, and barrel. I always unde"tood 
that hon. gentlemen opposite were worshippers 
at the shrine of V en us ; but I now find they are 
wurshif.Jpers at the shrine of Bacchus. I know 
they have read of the orgies th:ott used to go on 
at the Feast of Bacchns in Greece and Rome. 
They know perfectly well that this worship was 
first brought from Egypt, and this symbol of 
fecundity wa< thf' object of their worship. 
That wo!"hip is embodied in this Bill, which 
says that a man, accordinr.: to his powers of 
fecundity-at any rate, su far as two children 
are concerned-shall be !(i ven a reward in the 
shape of one vote. If this principle is carried 
to its logical conclu.,JOn, we shall have the hon. 
member for Nundab exercising something like 
seven or eight votes, while the hon. member for 
Dalby will only have one vote. I ask hon. 
members, who know the difference in ability 
between the two hnn. members, which should 
have the larger nurnher of votes? The Bill pro­
poses to reintroduce this old system of worship 
which had to be put clown everywhPre by 
la.w. As I have introduced the question, I 
shall read what is known of it. I remember 
the S8cretary for Agriculture on one occasion 
saying that, if we extended the franchise to 
wom~-n~ we were endeavouring to nlter a. natural 
law that had been laid down even in t be pro­
tozoa in the beginning of the world. We are 
not now going back as far as that. " Lem­
priere's Classical Dictionary," page 579, tells us 
what this system was. It was instituted in the 
old mythological times, app:uently, of O~iris and 
Isis in the Egyptian mythology. Lempriere 
says that in following this worship they harl a 
regular system. In their wor8hip of this symbol 
of fecundity they carried it to a greater extent 
than hon. "gentlemen opposite are prepared to 
do, and were evidently prepared to offer a 
greater reward-whether in this world or in the 
world to come. Hon. gentlemen opposite pro­
pose to offer a reward in this world. Lernpriere 
says-

It~ representative. ca,lled plwllus, was made with 
wood, and cHrried dnrin;:r the sacred festivals which 
were instituted in bononr of Osiris. The people held it 
in the greatest veneration: it w:~s looked upon as an 
emblem of fecundity, and the mention of it among the 
ancients ne,er conveyed any impure thought or lasci­
vious reflection. The festivals of the pllallw:> were 
initiated by the Greek'3, and introdnce1 into Europe by 
the Athenians. who made the prof';ession of the phall118 
part of the celebration of the Dionysia of the god of 
wine. Those that carried the 1J!/alltu;, at the end of a 
long pole. were ca.ll~:cl J-/i(r/hu.'wri. They generally ap­
prared among the Greeks, besmeared vvith the dregs of 
wine, covered with skins of lamb~- and wearing on their 
heads a crown of ivy. 
\V e know that this system was taken from Greece 
and c~rried on in the Bacchanalian festivities 
in Rome, being introduced there by a Dionysins, 
who professed to ba ve brought the system from 
India, where he had been on an exploring trip, 
or something of the sort. \V ben I read this, I 
pictnred to myself a moilern Dionysius in the 
person of the Home SP-cretary dancing- round, 
and I take it that the Secretary for Railways 
would be able to carry the phallus most success­
fully, and dance joyously a.Jong behind the Home 
Secretary. Then, behind him, the Secretary for 
Agriculture could be dressed up in a. number of 
skins of kookaburra, laughing at everything that 
was going on, and enjoying himself immensely, 
with a wreath of ivy round his head to show that 
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ne was a firm believer in thP sy"tem of worship 
that was being promulgated by the Home 
Secretary. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICt:LTl'RE: You seem 
to be the apostle uf the Phallic system of 
worship. 

]\.fr. TURLEY : The hon, gentleman would 
be quite prepared to do it. Fancy the hon. 
gentlema:' a'2? hi~ colleagues dancing round in 
thegra"' m\· wtorta Park c<trrying on the eystem 
of worship th·1t was carried on in ancient (~reece 
.and Ron1e. I wo~1ld like to point out, getting 
away from that pomt--

The SECRETARY Jo'OR RAILWAYS : Tell us about 
the landing of Captain Cook 

:\Ir. TURLEY: I always understood that the 
·schoolboy knew obout the landing of Captain 
Cook. Kow the hon. gentleman is professing his 
ignorance-he knows nothing of the landing of 
Captain Cook. There is a good library here, and 
if the hon. geatl.eman read, the books relating to 
the ma.tter he will oe better acquainted with the 
conditions existing at that time. I think it i' 
admitted "sa biologicd! fact that as the bmin of 
Juan increasf~:::-as it is pnt. to greater use-so doeR 
the power of fec•111dity tend to diminish all the 
time. I think that is laid down, not by persons 
who know nothing of the subject, but by persons 
held to be amongst the greateot thinkers in the 
English·speaking world. 

Mr. BELL : 'What about Glad stone? 
:&IL TL,..RL1~Y: I a1n not giving single jn­

stances. I mig-ht give a score of eminPnt men in 
every walk of life who ha.ve been sterile. I was 
not givints individual instancPs; I was gnlng on 
the opin1on of tbe greatest of English thinkers. 
I don't know whether the hon. gentleman is 
prepared to >efute them or not. He may be. I 
have here :\Iarshall's "Pdnciples of Economics." 
I sUp!JOSe the hon. gentleman will admit that 
Professor 1f~rshal\ is !lne of the highest expo· 
nents of pohtJCa! economy existing. 

:VIr. BELL: He is a very good Fniversity 
professor. He is nothing exceptional-he is a 
good man. 

Mr. TURLEY : He is supposed to be one of 
the best authorities on P"litical economy in 
England to.da.y. He says, on page 233--

Referenee ha~ already been madt'l to the infiuenee of 
the nge of marriage on fecundity. 1-'eople whoRe livf's 
involve much mental strain often marry late: a11d this 
by itself would tend to diminish their familic:.;;. But. 
further, the're can be no doubt that fecundity is dimin~ 
ished by any great nervous strain. :\ir. Gnlton haf-1 
indeed proved that those 'vho do high mental \YOrk a.re 
not as a class prolific. 

I think the dictum of ::\Ir. Gl1olton may he taken 
as that of as good an anthorit'' as can be got on 
thi~ qnPstion. · 

Mr. BELL: You cannot settle a subject like 
that in a sentence. 

Mr. 'I'URLEY: I am not doing that. If we 
v:ere arguing on the right or wrong of this '!Ues­
twn--

Mr. BELL: The data on this subject are very 
incomplrte indeed. 

.Mr. TURLEY : I am satisfied of that; but 
does the hon. gentleman say that because that is 
so the Government. should introduce a Bill like 
this which !Jrcnides that two votEs should be 
given to the person least intellectual accord in" 
to what is laid down as the result of biological 
research-which the hon. gentleman is not pre­
pared to come forward and refute. B:Ore is a 
gentleman wh", it was said the other night, if 
he was in Queensland, would be considered fit 
to ba.ve one vote; '~ hile a man who had got 
marned and whose w1fe had two children-and 
perhaps kept him by working at the washtub­
would have two votes. Herbert Fl[J<:mcer is 

reckoned as one of the greatest thinkers in the 
English-speaking world, though he is over eighty 
years of age. 

The SECRETARY Jo'OR AGRICULTURE : That is 
so. 

Mr. TURLEY: I am glad the hon. gentle­
man admits something. But when he comes to 
the facts which Spencer lays down the hon. 
gentleman is prepared to get behind the jest of a 
thing like this, called an Elections Bill, and eay 
that, though moso intellectual men are often 
sterile, the fact remains that the Government 
are prepared to prevent those persons from 
having the full rights of citizenship. S)Jencer 
lays it down, on page 502-

Already the brain of the civilised man is larger by 
nearly 30 per cent. than the brain or the savage. 
Already, too, it presents an increased heterogenity­
especially in t.he distribution of its convolutions. And 
further changes like these which have tllken place 
under the discipline of mvilised life, we il1fer, 'vill con­
tinue t1l take place. But everywhere and always evolu­
tion is antagoni~tic to procreath e dis~olution. Whether 
it he in g-reater gl"owth of the organs \vhich snbserve 
self-maintenance, whether it be in their added com-
11lexity of structure, or whether it be in their higher 
aetivitv. the abstntcl iJn or the re(plired materials 
implies a dim nishecl reserve of materials for race­
maintenance. 
I ask is the Secretary for Agriculture- ~is the 
hon. member for Dalby-prepared to come for­
ward and prove that Herbert Spencer and 
Gal ton and some of the greateo;t thinkers of the 
age are wrong in the posir,i,ln they rnaintain? 

'l'he SECRETARY Jo'OR AGRICULTcRE: There is 
a great rle,,l r.h;1t ::lpencer says which won't sup­
port the attitude of your party. 

Mr. TUgLEY: Ye"; hut if the hun. gentle­
man will take the works of Spencer-let him 
read " The ]\l[an L'crsus the St,tte" and eee 
whether there is not a great deal said in that 
which is opp.>sed t'l the principles of the hon. 
g•mtlen·an and his friend,., Even in his'' Study 
of Socioh1gy" the hnn. ge.ntlt>-rnan can get a great 
deal that is opposed to the principle" he afho­
cate,, and de~1ded'y opposed to ttJe princip'e­
wbich is laid doW!J as b8ing a good principle­
underlying th;s Bill, that is the principle of two 
votes based un the power of fecundity of the 
male. 

The SECRETARY FOl\ AGRICULTL'RE : Rubbish ! 
Mr. TL:RLEY: I agree that it is rubbish, 

and I am surprised nt it being brought forward 
for consideration. Though the !Jun. gentleman 
says "rubbish" be stands behind his colleague 
aud is prepared to go back on the expressed 
principles of a lifetime with the object of s!tving 
the po8ition ao far a-.: the Governn1ent are con­
cerned. The hon. nwmber for Dalhy interjecced 
that you cnnld get a very large number of per sons 
who were f<ttlwril of families who harl taken an 
active part and made their way in certain walks 
of life. I told hirn then that I con id give him 
the n~mes uf Rnn1e of t h~ greatest thinkt.;rs in all 
the walks of life who had died childles,, or who 
had been sterile. The Hon. the Mmister for 
Agriculture would tell u' that ,John Stuart 
Mill has laid the basis of all things, who has laid 
dnwn the principles of politic~! economy, and 
yet .Tohn Stnart Mill if he were in Queensland 
would only be allowed one vot.e. 

Mr. BELL: \Vuuld you blame John Stuart 
Mill under those circumstances ? 

Mr. TURLEY: I will not say who is to 
blame. 

Mr. BELL: \Vonld you blame John Stnart 
:Vlill ? 

Mr. TURLEY: Who would the hrm. gentle­
m•n blame? Would he blame nature? Ts the 
hon. g-entleman prepared, in spite of his legal 
training, to '"Y that though 9, man is not gniltv 
he is deserving of punishment? John Stuart 
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Mill, though married, had no family, and if he 
were in Queensland he would be denied a second 
vote. 

Mr. BELL: John Stuart M:ill, in the House of 
Commons, was of less importance than you •ne in 
this H•111~e. (L%ugbter.) 

Mr. TURLEY: That may be true, but at the 
same time we often have the opinion of John 
Stuart Mill thrown acros, to members nn this 
side of the House when they are deuating a 
question of public interest. He has been quoted 
here again and again to show that he did not 
believe in the principles that we are advocating. 
I am not going to say what position he got in the 
House of Commons. I know very well that it is 
not en·ry great 1nan who has 1nade a position in 
the House of Commons, but I suppose the hon. 
gentleman will admit that l'itt made his name 
felt and his weight felt in the House of Com· 
mons. 1 suppose the hon. gentleman will admit 
that, and yet Pitt did not leave any descendants 
behind him. That man, notwithstanding his 
astounding ability, if he were in Queensland, 
the huge, gigantic intellect of hon. gentlemen 
opposite would refuse him the full rights of citi­
zenship. 

Mr. BELT,: Why Pitt did not attempt t•) 
qualify. (Laughter.) 

Mr. TURLEY: That does not rn>tke any 
difference. I am pointin'( out that whether he 
attempted to qualify or not he was supposed to 
follow in and join in the u~ua! Bacchanalian feast, 
upheld in this system ot Phallic worsldp that 
the hon. gentleman would force upon this country. 
He was " man of gre<tt ability a.nd of great 
attainments, and if he were in Queensland he 
would not be eutitled to the full rlghts of citizen­
ship, which the Government would give to any 
one who happened to be the father of two chil· 
dren in Queensland. The late T .. J. Byrnes the 
hon. member for Dalby has described as a 
gentleman who led them ; but if that gentleman 
were here to-day he would be put down bene.ctth 
a naturalised Chinaman or kanake, if either ,,f 
the latter ha,ppened t'' have two children. Is the 
hon. gentlen1an prepared to take up that posi· 
tivu? 

Mr. BELL: He would not object to it either. 
Mr. TURLEY : I think be would. Does the 

hon. gentlemaa say that be himself is prepated 
to be put down, so far as his civil rights are 
concerned, below the ]eye] of a naturalised 
Chinaman or kanaka? If the disabilitv would 
apply to the late Hon. T . . T. Byrnes, su.pposing 
he were here, it would apply cq ually t., the hon. 
member, because he had not attempted tn qualify 
in Queensland for a full vote. That being so, 
thi,; Bill w.,a]d nut the hon. member beneath 
the naturalised Ohinnnan or kanaka. I do not 
believe the hon. gentleman would allow that 
to occur. I believe the hon. gentleman would 
be a long way above th,;t, and I am surpri,ed 
to bear him admit that practica!Iy that is 
the posit,ion th"t he ought to occupy here as 
a citizen. .._'-\_ ver~r largp nurr1ber of e1ninent 
public men would be in that position. The 
Earl of Beacnnstield was anotber man. He was 
a 1na.rried n1an, bnt whetber hP- att~'-'ntpted to 
qualify or not, he would not under this Bill 
be entitled to the full iranchise. "Lnder this 
Bill if the bon. member got manied. there would 
he nothing to prevent him attempting to become 
qu:.lified, but how w,mld anyone be suppo><ed to 
know whether a man attempted to qualify or 
not? 

Mr. Bgr,L: I would obje<'~ to yon saddling me 
with the blame, if I failed. (Laughter.) 

Mr. TURLEY: I am pointinl{ out that we 
would have no notice of the hon. gentleman 
attempting to qnalify. I am opposed to the Bill 
because it would inflict a punishment upon a 
man for something that he was not responsible 

for. 'rhe hon. gentleman is surely not prepared 
to lay down a system of justice in Quee.n,]and 
ba>ed on anything like that. I would like to 
point out, for the bene6 t of the Minister for 
Hailways, the case of the late Charles Stewart 
Par·nell. He was one of the greatest men from 
the hon. gentleman's country-a mnn who did 
more in England for his country than almost any 
man of this century. He was a man who was 
believed, so far as intellectual ability and parlia­
mentary practice were 'Concerned, to be almost 
the equal of the late Right Hon. ·w. l<J. Glad­
stone. 

Mr. FORSYTH : Oh, oh ! 
Mr. TURLEY: Yes. It has been admitted 

theot there were very few men of his ability as an 
org.miser standing on the floor of the House of 
Commons, and yet that man would not get two 
votes in Queensland. 

Mr. BELL : I thought his fall was because he 
was too anxious to qualify. 

Mr. T'GHLEY : He could not qualify under 
this Bill. It must be two children b•Jrn in 
wedlock; and if the hnn. gentleman happens to 
have half·a·dozen knocking around in Queens­
land at the present time, l would like to point 
out that it would not qualify him under this 
Bill. (Laughter.) I do not know bow far 
the hon. gentleman may be qualified, but I 
would like to point out that so far as this 
Bill is concerned he cannot get a qualification of 
that description. I am sur!'rised that here we 
have gentlenH'n cntHposing a Government who 
recognising, as they must, that large numbers of 
men who practic,;lly take the foremost rank in 
all the walks of life do not see that they are men 
who would never or who never were qualified to 
obtain two votes if they existed in Queensland. 
There is another man, a man ofte11 referred to 
as a captain of induscry, an empire builder­
Cecil Hhodes, of South Africa, a gentleman 
whom the hon. gentlemen opposite would bow 
down and worship if he were only in the country 
here. They have pointed oUL that practically 
be has been the man who has built up South 
Africa, who by his indomitable courage, his 
energy, his ability, and his intellectual grasp, 
has built np almost an empire in the southern 
htmisphere. That man has been termed by hon. 
members <•n the other side as an empire builder. 

The SECRE'fAI!Y FOR RAILWAYS: An empire 
wrecker. 

Mr. TcRLEY: I will express no opinion on 
that,. I will take the hnn. member's 

[lOp.m.J word for it. But I would like to 
point out that if this gentleman 

came to Queensland, hem. gentlemen opposite 
would put trim on the same level as a naturalisEd 
kanaka who hapr.ens to have a wife and two 
children. \Vhat a SlJlendicl position they would 
place him in ! Is it any ;~;onder that Queensland, 
in a matter like thie, stands forth throughout 
Australia as a State that is hardly worth taking 
any notice of-when they see hem. ge-ntlemen 
opposite are prepared in cold blood to bring in 
such legisbtion? This Bill has made (,{ueensland 
the laughing-stock of the whole of the States 
in the Cnn,monwealth. and of a State outside 
the Commonwealth. \Vhat I am now going to 
state I have stated on a public platform more than 
once-that is, that there is uo State in t-he whole 
group where, if such things were done by the 
men in power as have been done by hon. gentle· 
men o.,l"''ite, the respomible men there could 
bold their !""itions fut twtnty.four hours. I 
believe that if the Government of any other 
State, or of Xew Jl:ealand, attempted to force 
legislation like this on the people they would not 
be able to bold office for twenty·fonr hours. They 
would be ashamed to propose such legislation. 
And even although they were not ashamed to do 
it, as won as the electors got an opportunity of 
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expressing their opinions, they would pretty soon 
be thrown out of their positions. They would 
have no difficulty in doing that. I was not going 
to give the whole of the names I wished to refer 
to, but I think I might as well, if only for the 
purpose of filling up Hansard. There is ,John 
Bright, the Right Hon. Henry B'awcett, Professor 
Jewett, Cardinal i.VIanning, Cardinal Newman, 
General Gordon, :Macauley, Palmerston, Beacons­
field, Pitt, John Stuart Mill, Tyndall, Carlyle, 
Ruskin, Parnell, Cecil Rhodes, and T. J. 
Byrne,. 

An HoxoURABLE MElllBER : And the hon. 
member for Ihlby. 

Mr. TURLEY : But the hon. member for 
Dalby is not qualified. 

Mr. BELL: Neither is Cecil Rhodes. I may 
if this Bill passes. (Laughter.) 

::VIr. TURLEY: The hon. member evidently 
thinks the reward of an extra vote will be a 
sufficient inducement for him to get qualified. 
If we are going to go in for Phallic worship, 
why not carry the matter to its logical conclu­
sion, and give every man who possesses the 
power of lecundity in the form of creating 
children D proportionate reward. 

Mr. BELL: Phallic worship was carried to 
excess in Rome and Greece. 

Mr. TURLEY : Yes. It eventually had to 
be put down by law there. 

Mr. BELL : That is no indication of national 
decay. 

Mr. TURLEY : I did not say it was. But I 
say that it is a system we do not want in Queens­
land. Is the hon. gentleman prepared to take 
up the position of hig-h priest instead of the 
Home Secretary, dancing round in Victoria 
Park or some particular place on the Downs? 
(Laughter.) I think the hon. member for Dalbv 
would decline to be bound with ivy wreaths, and 
to follow some old scullion c<trrying a phallus at 
the end of a long pole, as evidence of this Phallic 
worship. 

Mr. BELL : With our small population we 
might clci worse. (Laughter). 

Mr. TURLEY : Perhaps that is the reason 
why this Biil has been introduced by the Govern­
ment. They may have been stirred up by the 
hon. member for Dalby, who probably has seen 
the advantages of this system of worship, with 
a view to increasing th~e population. (Laughter.) 
The hon. member for Dalby thinks the reward 
offered is sufficient fnr him to try and make him­
self qualified. But why not give all persons the 
full reward? The Government have always 
pointed out that rewards should be commensu­
rate with success. If that is ~o, why not give 
the full reward to the hon. men,ber for Cam­
booya? I understand he has a very large family. 
He should have one vote for himself and another 
vote for ~very two of his children; and in that case 
he will be able to go round and exercise fourteen 
or fifteen votes. And yet the hon. member for 
Dalby could exercise only one vote. (Laugh­
ter.) See the openings this will give ! It 
will give people on polling day an opportu­
nity of wearing different coloured ribbons to 
show people their social position. If we go out 
to the National Association Show, we see a bull 
or an ox at the top of the tree decorated with a 
blue ribbon. Another animal wears the reel 
ribbon, which conveys that he is only second 
class. If this were carriad out at election times, 
why, the hon. member for Cambooya would be 
decorated with a purple ribbon-(laughter)-as 
evidence that he is entitled to record fourteen or 
fifteen votes. Theu another member who would 
be entitled to record tPn or twelve votes, might 
wear a red ribbon, and so on. Talk about a 
show clay, why, it would not hold a candle to an 
elflction day under these conditions! And say 

the Minister for Agriculture came along-well, 
he would probably be decorated with a yellow 
sash, as an eviden~e of bis standing as a citizen, 
and as evidence uf how many votes he is able to 
record. (Laughter.) And if the hon. member for 
Dalhy came along, of course he would be clothed 
in the traditional pure white. (Renewedlaughter.) 
It would be an evidence at any rate that he 
was entitled to cast one vote, and have one say 
in the government of the country. I do not 
know why the power of fecundity should be the 
only test for a perwn to have a say in the 
gcJVernment of his ccmntry. \Vhy ,;houlcl we not 
say that if a man has red hair he shall have two 
votes, or if he is bald-beaded-possibly I would 
get another vote on that account? I do not 
know that there is any special reason why the 
power r>f fecundity should be selected. Why not 
take a man who is good aL cricket or football, or 
a man why can run lOO yards in so many seconds, 
or say that if a man is over 5 feet 6 inches in 
height he shall have two votes, whilst if be is 
less than 5 feet 6 inches in height he shall only 
have one vote? All those reasons are just as 
logim>l, just as sensible, as the one that has been 
proposed by thr, Government in this Bill. 

Mr. AIREY : A stud vote. 
Mr. TURLEY : This is not a reward for 

maintenance. This is not a reward for a man 
being trustee for so-and-so. We have it on the 
word of the Secretary for Agriculture that if this 
Bill passes the divorce courts are going to be 
thronged with suitors-that people are going to 
be divorced because of their family altars being 
wrecked, and all thio "sort of thing. If that is so, 
then we may have a case like this: A man gets 
married, and has two or three children, or what­
ever it may be. By and by, t~rough the franchise 
which the hon. gentleman sard would be respon­
sible for bringing about this 'tate of affair,, we 
shall have the divorce court thronged, and this 
woman goes there. In many cases the woman will 
be given the charge of the children. Now, if she 
marries again, if the man she marries again is 
prRpared to undertake the responsibility of bring­
ing up those children, he is certainly the one who 
should be entitled to the eecond vote. But, 
instead of that, the man who has got free-the 
man who is divorced-will have two votes for the 
rest of his natural life, while the man who accepts 
the respomibility will be tied down to one vote. 
The thing is monstrous. I have pointed out 
that this is no inducement to population, because 
a man only gets two votes even if he has a dozen 
youngsters. But it may have this effect: we 
know very well that if we take up a newspaper 
we see all sorts of advertisements-" People who 
do not want families, call on Dr. So-and-so"; or 
"Cut out this, place it in an envelope, and for­
ward it to Dr. So-and-so, and you will get infor­
mation that will enable you to do anything you 
like." If this Bill is brought in with the object 
of increasing population, it may prove to have 
the very opposite effect. IY e are told by hon. 
gentlemen on the other side that a man does 
not struggle when there is no prospect of any 
further reward. They say that wbile there is a 
prospect of reward men will fight and struggle 
against Nature. But when a m"": has _two 
children he will ban proved that hers entrtled 
to the full rights of citizenship, and there 
is nothing more for him to struggle for. There 
is no reason whv he shonlcl have any more 
children. Then "whv should he have a bigger 
family? Instead of· the Brll being an induce­
ment to people to go in for procreation and to 
have large families, I submit that it will have the 
opposite ·effect. The hon. gentleman, by inter­
jection, just now asked llle what about France? 
I am not sure, but I think it was during the 
Napoleonic wars that they instituted a system in 
France as an inducement to people to have large 
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families. Not only was the State prepared to 
take the fami:ies off their hands-to educate 
them and look after them-but they relieved the 
fathers of large families from paying any taxa­
tion. That was a bigger inducement than giving 
them an extra vote. :Since that ti!Y'e they have 
established a system there in which all children 
are taken without any question asked, and the)' 
are brought up by the State, which acts as a 
foster-mother; and people who have slipped, or 
fallen, or who do not want their children, are 
relieved o£ all responsibility by tbe State. But, 
in addition to that, a few months since the same 
question came up again in France. An agitation 
was got up, and it was asked why, with the 
population going back in comparison with the 
surrounding nations, the same old sy"tem should 
not be introduced? \Vhy the man, with his wife, 
who was responsible for having a large family, 
should not be relieved from the whole tax::ttion 
of the country? I do not know whether the 
hon. member for Dalby is prepared to introduce 
an amendment, if the Bill happens to get into 
committee, providing that every man who ha~ 
two or three children shall be relieved of taxa­
tion, as an incentive to him to do everything he 
possibly can to increase the population. 

Mr. Mc~ASTER: \V ill you s11ppnrt that if it 
is moved? 

Mr. TURLEY: Me? I think it is rather an 
absurd question to ask me, but I am not afraid 
to give the hnn. member 'm answer. I am totally 
opposed to any system of plural voting, and that 
would be a system of plural voting. There is 
another thing-: There is a clause in the Bill which 
provide" that any person can enter an objection 
against my name being on the roll. Supposing an 
objection is entered against my having two votes, 
I must appear either personally or by an agent; 
and, if an agent appears for mP, he must be com­
petent to depo•e to the fact from his own know­
ledge that I am entitled to have two votes. Can 
anything be more ridiculous than that? Could 
you possibly get a man who would be prepared 
to go to a registration cour~ and depose that, of 
his own knowledge, another man was the father 
of two children? The more one lookR into it the 
more absurd it appears. I do not believe you 
could get a solitary individual in the whole of 
Queensland to depose to a thing of that sort of 
his own knowledgA. I am opposed to this Bill 
for another reason-·and it is a thing that, as a 
rule, I like to keep out of politics. I do not 
believe in introducing anything of a sectarian 
nature unless I cannot possibly help it. 
I :<m opposed to any system that will p0nalise 
one portion of the community because of their 
religious belief. I decline to be a party to voting 
for the second reading of a Bill which says to 
the Ininisters of one denon1ination, •' Because of 
the view you take in r,onnection with your re­
ligion you are not fit to exercise the right of 
citizenship." I decline to be a party at any 
time to penalise any man because of his religious 
belief. If hon. gentlemen on the other side are 
prepared to do that let th~em get up ai>d say so. 
I know there are a number of men who are minis­
ters of religion who are just as much entitled from 
their manhood, from their ability, to express 
an opinion, and from the fact that they are 
connected with large nu m hers of other people ; 
and I contend that they are as much 
entitled to the full right> of citi,enship as the 
n1inisters belonging to any oth3r denomination. 
What sort of a system is it under which the 
pastors and leaders of a large number of people 
are to be put into a position in whiCh they will 
not be able to exercise the full rights of citizen­
ship? \Vhat have we heard of in connection 
with the country the Minister for Railways comes 
from? Men have made their reputations there 
fighting for equal political rights independent of 

religious feeling altogether. \V e know men 
whose names have come down in history, whose 
names are household words to-day, not only with 
the hon. gentle1nan's fellow-countrymen but 
with all English-speaking people-a great part 
of whose lives were taken up in fighting for 
something which meant that a man should not 
be penalised becau&e of his religious belief ; and 
I decline to be a party to penalise a man, ae this. 
Bill does, because of that particular reason. 

The SECRETARY l!'OR RAILWAYS: That's all 
right. 

Mr. Tl.'I:{LEY: I am not troubling about the­
hon. gentleman's opinion. I take my stand as a 
man who believes that a man should not be 
penalised for his religious belief. If the hon. 
gentleman believes that there should be insti­
tuted in Queensland a system like that which 
was once in existence in the country he came 
from-which was hurst up by the efforts of 
Daniel O'C•mnell when he won the Clare election 
in 1829, when he pointed out to the English 
House of Commons that something h~.d to be­
done to remove existing disabilities-if the hon. 
gentleman is in favour of establishing a system 
like that in Queen>land, I leave it to him 
to do so, but I will never be a party to 
doing ar.ytf.ing o£ the sort, no matter what the 

1 denomination may be. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You cannot 

fool the people with those professions. 
Mr. TlTRLEY: I arn giving my own opinions. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Everybody 

knows what you are trying to do. 
Mr. Tl_TRLEY : I am standing here because 

I take exception to the Bill. I will take excep­
tion tu it on every platform I have a chance of 
getting on between now and the time of the 
election. I am not bidding for the Catholic vote, 
if that is what the hon. gentleman means. 

i\Ir. BELL : You are doing your best. 
Mr. TURLEY: I mn taking my stand against 

the Bill as a man who believes that in no case 
should a man be penalised on account of his 
religious belief. If hon. gentlemen on the other 
side believe there should he a system of that sort 
instituted in Queensland they are welcome tn 
their belief; but they will never be able to sa:•; 
that they got any as•ietance from me, and I 
believe they will never be able to say they got 
any assistance from any member of this part.y in 
bringing about such a Bystem. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
Mr. TURLEY: I now come to the qualifica­

tions. I do n•)t believe in the qualifications. I 
believe in one qualification, and one only. 

MEMBERS of th<e Opposition: Hear, hear! 
Mr. TURLEY: I am speaking on the ground 

occupied by the Home Secretary in 1899, when 
he wanted to know why it was that he had to 
introduce a Bill like this. I contend that resi­
dence should be the only qualification to enable 
a person to obtain the lranchise in Queensland. 
I have given the bun. gentleman's reasons at. 
that tin1e, but I would like to point out that in 
this Bill there are f,mr qualifications. Then 
there is votmg by post, which will practically 
enable the person who possesses the qualification 
to vote, as the hon. gentleman says, in whatever 
part of the Commonwealt.h he may be at the 

I time of the election. I don'' believe in giving 
! the property vote that hold which it will have 

under this Bill-which will be a greater hold 
even than it has now. The Home Secretary, in 
introducing the Bill in 1899, said this, as will be> 
found in H,w.,cwd, page 84li-

However, we are not here to discuF:s the different 
principles upon which members should be elec.:ted 
to the representative Assemblies of Australasia. 
That has practically been settled by the adoption 
in five colonies ot' the Commonwealth Bill. It is 
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in deference to the expressed will of the people 
in the adoption of that Hilt that this mea~nre is 
now introduced, in order that Queensland may be 
brought into line with the other colonies in regard to 
this very important qnestion. I believe it is a fact that 
a considerable majority of the members of this As­
sembly were pledged to support the principle of one 
man one vote, and, since it i8 the corollary of the 
adoption of the CommonwP.alth Bill, I take it there is 
very little doubt as to its passage through this As­
sembly. 
Speaking further on the hon. gentleman pointed 
out this-

do that he will probabl.v be put in gaol or 
struck off the roll for a couple of years. \Vhat 
a lovely oystem of jtmtice that will be! The hon. 
gentleman knew that they have fully nine· tenths 
of the magistrates under their control. They 
know that nine-tenths of the magistracy arfr 
totally opposed to the principles that are held by 
this party, and they know th2.t every obstacle is 
put in the way-if they have rea•onable ground 
to beline that the claimant believes in the­
principles of the Opposition party in this House 
-with the object of keeping him off the roll. I 
have had to go to magistrates in this city-to 
whum men have taken claims and they 
have only dune half their work. The claims 
camP into my hands, and I went to those 

Xo one has the right to assume that either manhood 
suffrage, with one man one vote, or adult suffrage, 
·with one person one vote. has been adopted.. rrhe only 
principle we can be certain about as having been 
adopted in the passing of the Commonwealth Bill is the 
principle of one man one vote. 
Then the hon. gentleman told us why he adopted 
the "Y"tem. On page 841 he said-

' magistrares and asked them to finish their 
work. Thev then turned round upon me, and 
wanted to know who I was. I tolrl them I 
would speak to the Home Secretary, and see It will be argued probabl)' that a man should bave a 

vote for the eleetorate in 'vhich his interests lie rather 
than for the electorate in which he hapvens to be , 
residing. I may point out that in ~ew Zealand three 1 

years nft er they adopted the principle of one man one ! 

vote, retaining the property qualification, they altered 
that qualificrttion to the one contained in this Bill, and 
that fact largely intinenced me in representing to my 
colleagues that it was desirable stral.~ht a. way to adopt 1

, 

the principle Jf residence as the only ttnalificatiotl. 

That is the reason why that )•rinciple w~s 
adopted in that particular case. There is 
another reason why I am opposed to the Bill, 
and that is the provision with regard to re,<i­
dence. \Ve know a few months ago Mr. Justice 
Chubb declared th:tt if a man was llving in an 
electorate, even if he camped under a gum-tree, 
that should count as reRidence. That was the 
judgment given in court. Thi" Bill is brought in 
with the object of wiping out any such "ystem as 
that. Under the residence clauses of this Bill 
a man must have a home. lVlany a man in 
Queensland has nu home to-day-many a score 
of men-in fact we are told by the representa­
tive of the pastoralists in this House that the 
nomad vote-the vote of the man who ::;oes 
round to lo•>k for employment in the \Veotern 
districts-is a national curse-that he is the man 
responsible for sending members to Parliament 
to represent opinions held by members sitting 
on this side of the House. Because he does not 
believe in the Government that is in power, 
because he rloes not recognise the principles 
they advocate m·e fuvourable to his in­
terests, he is termed a national curse. \Vhy? 
Simply because he exercises the right of citizen­
ship, and this Bill is introduced to say that he 
shall not exercise the right nf citizenship; to 
say that he is not to go to the ballot· box-the 

same as he has done in the past­
[10·30 p.m.] and say, "I am gomg to vote for a 

man who believes in the principles 
which I believe, if carried out, will redound to 
my benefit and my credit." For that reason 
he is to be penalised by the hon. gentlemen 
who believe that they will be able to capture 
these \V estern electorates if they are only 
able to get this Bill through. There is also 
the system of registration. It is not one that 
will suit any body of men, unless they are 
absolutely stationary. Suppose I reside for a 
certain time in a place, and by and by fill in a 
claim. That is ,,ll right. It is put on the 
register. Then I have to carry with me, 
for six months, the clay and elate when I filled 
in that claim ; and if I shift from the place 
where I filled in that claim, l have to fill in a 
declaration to the ell'ect that I certainly did fill 
in a claim, that it was certainly for residence, 
and that I have been residing in the electorate. I 
have to get that witnessed by a magistrate or 
someone else. The docurnen t has to be witnessed 
with an absolute knowledge that everything is 
absolutely correct, and if the magistrate does not 

whether they were to be allowed to abm;e their 
office in this way, and they :tgain a~kecl, "Who 
are you?" I said, "I am the representative of 
South Brisbane," nnrl they immediately said that 
it was all right, and proceeded to finish their 
work. That is the reason why I say that this is 
only another obstacle that is being put in the 
way of the people of this colony to prevent 
tbenz from getting their name-s upon the electoral 
rolls. There is another reason why I am 
against the Bill, and that is because plumping is 
forbidden. I believe in a system of single electo­
rates in the first instance, but when there is 
more than one pezson to be elected for a con­
stituency I deny the right of the Government to 
say that :tny man sha!l not exercise his franchise 
in any way that he thinks proper. This is the 
result of the Federal elections. It is because 
hon. gentlemen fee that on that occasion three 
n1en were put forvvard a.:l beiiJg L~,·uuraLh·~ to the 
P"licy of tbe Federal Premier, and we asked the 
electors to support them. They responded to 
that call ; they were loyal to their profes<ions; 
they were not prepared, like the hon. gentleman, 
to make a Jirn Crow of their political principles, 
and they went to the ballot-box and elected 
those three, and I say that they had as much right 
to vote for them as the other side had to vote for 
their six candidates. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They did not 
vote for you, anyway. 

Mr. TURLEY : No, they did not ; I am still 
here, if the hon. gentleman wishes to know. 
There were three men standing who believed that 
black labour was opposed to the best interests of 
Queensland, and they were opposed by a number 
of men who were willing to dasp to their bosom 
the smellful kanaka <Jr anybody f'l<e-in fact 
they recognised him as long lost brother, but 
the three men who were fur a white Australia 
were eiected. Is there any injustice or any 
recognition of a man's liberties in requiring that 
men should vote not for the member they wish 
particularly to have elected, but for the whole 
six who were required? 

The SEOJ\ETARY J!'OR RAIL WAYS: You could 
have run six men. 

Mr. TURLEY: They did not want to run six. 
They selected three men, and the very fact of 
running three men succe.csfully proves that their 
judgment was not in error. The hon. gentleman 
ran zr,ore than that, and I remember the lovely 
cartoon which appeared in the Worker afterwards 
-"Home they brought their warriors dead." 
(Opposition laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: \Varriors 
dead are better thrm warriors that skedaddle. 

M:r. TURLEY : Quite so, but the hon, 
gentleman does not believe in tbat. He believes 
that "he who fights and runs away may live to 
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fight another day." The hon. gentleman has run 
away from his political opinions for a number of 
years, and he does not like it to be known. 

The SECHE'l'ARY FOH RAILWAYS: Oh, no. 

Mr. TURLEY : It is because the hon. gentle­
man is prepared to make a ,Tim Crow of his 
political principles, and among them his oppo­
sition to plural voting, that this Bill i, being 
introduced at the present time. There is 
another reason why I am totally opposed to it, 
and that is because the temporary provisions are 
bad. They will prevent numbers of perclons who 
are now on the rolls from getting their names on 
the new roll. 'Within a aertain time after this 
Bill has come into operation, the electoral 
registrar will send out notice to thesA men, 
saying, "Your name is on the roll, "nd we want 
you to fill in this claim, and hand it back >tfter 
it has been witnessed by a magistrate or any 
other person mentioned in the Bill." Now, I 
know the difficultieo. I know there are a 
number of justices of the peace who shirk their 
duties in this respect, and I have mentioned 
a case showing what has transpired within my 
own knowledge in this city. I have heard many 
hon. members refer to the difficulty of getting 
magistrates in fairly thickly populated portions 
of the colony to witness claims. If that is 
so there, what is the position of men in the 
vVest in this respect-of men who h"ve been 
held up by hon. members opposite to be the 
pioneers of the country-men who have gone 
out into the Western country, who have settled 
down there, and who have assisted in prn­
ducing wealth from the soil-men who are pros­
pecting on our mineral fields and who have 
added something to the we:tlth of the com­
munity-men who have a hard life-men like 
the leader of the Opposition, who have gone 
out with a tent and a blanket and " pick 
and pan, and who have been the means of 
adding to the wealth of this St"te ? If this 
Bill becomes law, what possibility will these 
men have of being able to comply with the 
"temporary provisions" of this measure? I 
say that these provi,ions would be a disgrace to 
those pc,ts of hon. members opposite, down in 
the South Sea Islands, if they had any system of 
elections thPre. I do not believe that these 
people would J•ropose such things as h"ve been 
proposed now hy hon. gentlemen opposite under 
this farce of a Bill. The idea of hon. gentlemen 
opposite may be that there is going to be a 
change made in the constitution of this Par­
liament, for the electors realise how this 
State has been governed for a number of 
years ; the.v realis'l the trickery that has been 
indulged in ; they recognise the style of legisJa. 
tion which has been introduced, which I term 
class legislation. I ask is it not a fact that the 
people of this State are waking up and that they 
are prepared to say that some change should be 
made as far as their interests are concerned? 
That is the only reason why hon. gentlemen 
opposite have come down with a Bill of this 
sort, which, in the first inst"nt of its being put 
into operation, most undoubtedly will be in the 
direction that is required by the hon. mem· 
ber for Brdonne ; in the direction that is required 
by the Minister for Rail ways, and in the 
direction that is required by most hon. members 
opposite, who wish to remove what they term 
the curse of the nomad vote. They wish to 
take away the franchise from numbers of these 
men in the \V estern electorates. Are not these 
the reasons why the Government have come 
down with this Bill, and why they have asked 
hon. members to be so green-or, if not green, to 
be so forgetful of their pledges and principles­
as to support this measure, which I term an 
abortion ? It will give me great pleasure to 

record my vote against the second reading of this 
Bill, but if this vote is taken on Friday night, I 
shall not be able to record my vote. I have made 
an engage111ent to go to Stanthorpe on Friday and 
addr<ess a meeting there; so if this vote is taken 
on that night, my name will not appear in the 
division list. But if it is taken at any other 
time, I shall be very pleased and prond to cast 
my vote against the second reading of this Bill. 
And even if I will not be "ble to record my vote, 
I shall be pleased to tell some of the constituents 
of the Home Secretary the reasons why I think 
this farce of a thing has been introduced into this 
Chamber. 

ME)IBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
:M:r. McMASTER: I hope you will tell the 

truth. 
Mr. TURLEY: Yes, I will. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: It will be the 

first time, then. 
Mr. BARNES (Bulimba): I beg to move the 

adjournment of the debate. 
Question put and passed. 
The resumption of the debate was made an 

Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 
MESSAGE l<'RQ)I THE LEGISLATIVE COGNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislative Council, intimating 
that the Hon. B. D. Morehead had been 
appointed a member of the Library Committee 
in the room of the Hon. William Albn, 
deceased. 

PRICKLY PEAR BILL. 
:MEsSAGE FIW~I THE CouNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislative Council returning 
this Bill with amendments, in which they 
invited the concurrence of the Legislative 
Assembly. 

On the motion of Mr. BELL (Dalby), it was 
ordered that the Council's amendments be taken 
into consideration to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at fifty minutes past 10 
o'clock. 




