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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TUESDAY, 29 OCTOBER, 1901. 

ThH SPEAKER (Hon. Arthur M organ, Wctrwick> 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 
ALLEGED INACCURACY-INTERPOLATION OF' 

\VoRDS. 
PROCEEDINGS OF SELECT 001\IMITTEE. 

2\Ir. BELL (Dalby): As hon. members are 
aware a select committee has been appointed to 
inquire into an alleged inaccuracy of a report in 
Hansard; this select committee have prosecuted 
their inquiries to a certain degree, and in order 
to arrive at a conclusion, the members of this 
committee have summoned the hon. member for 
Oxley, Mr., S. Grimes, to attend before this 
select committee to give evidence. The hon. 
member for Oxley has declined to appear before 
this select committee, and it therefore becomes 
my duty, as chairman of this select committee, 
to report the matter to the House. The mem
bers of this committee desire the hon. member 
for Oxley to attend and give evidence. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge, Maranoa): I beg to give notice that 
to-morrow I will move-

That Samuel Grimes, Esq., member for Oxley, do 
attend before the sele~t committee on an alleged inac
curacy in Hansarrl, and give evidence at So. 3 Com
mittee-room, on Thursday, 31st October, at 2·15 :p.m. 

Mr. BELL : I ask the permission of the 
House to make a statement with regard to the 
notice of motion which the Attorney-General 
has just given. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BELL : If I have the permission of the 

House--
The SPEAKER : As a matter of order, it 

would be quite irregular to discuss a motion of 
which notice had only just been given. 
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Mr. BELL : With the permission of the 
House, I would like to point out that this is 
new procedure. If any hon. member objects to 
my doing so, of course I cannot proceed. 

The SPEAKER : I am quite unaware of the 
nature of the statement which the hon. member 
wishes to make, hut I would point out again that 
the hon. member will be out of order in making 
any comment on the motion of which the 
Attorney-General has just given notice. 

Mr. BELL: I wish to make a statement in 
reference to the rsport which I have just made 
to the House. 

The SPEAKER: I have already pointed out 
that it <vould be irregular to discuss the motion 
of which notice has been given. It is for the 
House to signify its pleasure whether the hon. 
member shall be heard. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BELL : I wish to say that in making the 

report that I have just made to the House, I, as 
chairman of the committee, was in,tructed to 
make that report. The proper procedure, when 
an intimation of this kind is made to the House, 
is-as I think you, Sir, know from the researches 
you have recently made on the mtctter-for the 
leader of the House to make a motion that the 
hon. member do attend and give evidence before 
the select committee. In this case an exception 
has been made in favour of the hon. member for 
Oxley, who desires that some notice should be 
given him, in order that he may give reasons why 
the motion should not be agreed to. I, as 
chairman of this select committee, have agreed 
to a postponement, but in order to protect the 
interest of select committees in the future, whon 
a recalcitrant witness is summoned, I hope that 
this will not be taken as a precedent, but that 
the leader of the House will forth with, without 
notice, move that he attend in his place to give 
evidence. 

QUESTIONS. 
CREATION OJ;' NEW OFFICES. 

Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay) asked the 
Chief Secretary-

!. J'he number of new offices created during the last 
ten years with a salary of £300 or upwards per year? 

2. The names of the officers appointeJ. 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A. Rut

ledge, 1]1[aranoa): I would ask the hon. member 
to move for a return for this information. I 
find on going into the matter that it will em
brace too much material to be included in an 
answer to a question, and if the hon. member 
will move for a return to-morrow, the Govern
ment will allow it to go as formal. 

Mr. JENKINSON gave notice accordingly. 

THE LINDON BATES DREDGES. 

Mr. JENKINSON asked the Chief Secre
tary-

1. Did an engineer of the Harbours and Rivers 
Det-artment, :in an official report, strongly express bis 
disbelief in the snitabilitv of the Lindon Rates class of 
dredge for work in Quemlsland waters, and further urge 
that someone should be sent on a tour of inspection 
through America and Englancl before giving any order 
or signing any contract~ 

2. If so, will he lay the report on the table of the 
House? 

3. Is it his intention to institute a full inquiry into 
the working of the dredgt:-~, and their efficiency, or 
otherwise, to carry out the work they were pur,'ha,ed 
for? 

The TREASURER (Hon. T. B. Cribb, 
Ips1•ich) replied-

1. No. In an unofficial report in October, 1897, one 
engineer did suggest to the Portmaster that lte should 

be sent to England and America to inquire into dredges 
generally ; but at the time be knew nothing about the 
Lindon Bate'i Dredge. 

2 and 3. The working of the two dredges is now 
undergoing the closest scrutiny. 

PRICKLY PEAR SELECTIONS BILL. 
THIRD READING. 

On the motion of Mr. BBLL (Dalby), this Bill 
was read a third time, passed, and ordered to be 
transmitted to the Legislative Council for their 
concurrence. 

FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT AMEND
MENT BILL. 

I:'lTRODUCTION IN COMMITTEE. 

The HOi\iE SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G, 
Foxton, Carnct1·von) moved-

That it is desirable that a Bill be introduced to amend 
the Factmie< and Shops Act of 1900. 

::VIr. McDONNELL (Fortitude Vrslley) knew 
that it was rather unusual to rise at that stage to 
refer to a matt•·r of that sort, bnt he would like 
to ask the Hou•e if he could give him some infor
mation about the Bill. He would not have 
taken that action were it not that an advance 
copy of the Bill had been promised him by the 
Prrmier, ctnd also by the Home Secretary, before 
tlw Bill was laid on the table of the House. He 
understood that a copy had been handed to Mr. 
Grimes, representing the one- man shop
keepers--

The HoME SECRETARY: No. 
Mr. ::\1cDONNELL: And the other section of 

the shopkeepers in Brisbane, and, considering 
that, the least they could ask at the present time 
was that the Home Secretary should offer a little 
information with regard to the provisions of the 
Bill. The hon. gentleman would remember that, 
when he had waited on him in connection with the 
matter, he had asked him-not as a member vf 
Parliament, but in the interests of a very large 
number of people outside who were opposed to 
any amendment of the Act-that, before doing 
anything in the direction of doing away with 
the Saturday half-holiday, which had been of 
benefit to a large number of people, and, in 
view of the strong feeling in opposition to that 
outside, the Government would give those people 
an opportunity of going through the Bill and 
make some suggestions-at all events of ex
presshJg their opinions, as they had had an 
opportunity of doing before the pr!ncipal Act 
was intrc;duced. Now, the Prem1er, at the 
deputation that had waited on him about a 
week ago, promised publicly that a copy of the 
Bill would be handed to him (Mr. McDonnell) 
before it was made public. He spoke to the 
Home Secretary afterwards, and the hon. gentle
man seemed to agree. He did not accuse the 
hon. gentleman of breaking his promise. ~t 
was evident that the Bill bad been pushed on m 
a great hurry. The forces behind the Govern
ment had forced them, evidently, to bring in 
the Bill, at nll events before it was expected; 
and the result was that tho.,e who were deeply 
interested in the measure had had no oppor
tunity of seeing the Bill or of making suggestions 
which might modify the opposition which it 
would meet outcide. 

Mr. KEOGH: It should have been brought in 
long ago. 

Mr. McDONNELL: He would like to have 
some information from the Home Secretary as to 
the provisions of the Bill, as it was only fair that 
under the circumstances they should have some 
explanation at that stage, because, if the Bill was 
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what had been forecast, it wnuld be received 
with very great regret, and would be a ;-ery great 
disappointment to thousands of people through-
• out Queensland. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KEOGH: Not true. 

·:,rr. i\IcDONNELL: He thought it was not 
'fair that be should make any further com
ments--

The H01!E SECRETARY: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MoDONKELL: Further than to ask the 
hon. gentleman to give them a little information 
with regard to the provisions of the Bill. 

The HOME SECRETARY took it that the 
reason why Bills of that sort were introduced in 
committee was, not that their principles should 
be discussed, but that, if there was any objec
tion to a Bill of that kind being introduced, 
it might be stated. There were many inequali
ties and little frictions which had occurred m con
nection with the administration of the Factories 
and Shops Act of last session since it become 
law. That was inevitable in a measure of 
that kind. There were a great many persons 
who had felt that the provisions of the Act 
·operated very severely on them, and it was 
a matter of notoriety that there had been very 
comiderable agitation for an :<mendment of 
the Act in regard to several matter.;. There 
had been a largely-signed petition pre
sented to the House asking for an amendment, 
and there had been a petition per cnntra pm
sented by the hon. member himself. There had 
been numerous deputations, large and small, 
waiting on the Premier, some asking for an 
amending Bill, and some asking than it be not 
introduced, and that if it were introduced the 
objectors' views might be duly considered. So 
far as it was possible for a Minister to obtain the 
views of the people holding conflicting opinions 
in regard to the subject, that opportunity had 
been amply afforded. The hon. member had 
complained that an advance copy of the Bill 
had not been furnished to him; he also men
tioned that such an ·advance copy had been 
furnished to those who had been advocating the 
Bill and their representative'<. That was not 
so. Nobody had seen the Bill except m em ben; 
of the Government, and only the Attorney
General and himself had seen the complete 
Bill, because it only came from the Government 
Printing Office this morning between 11 and 12 
o clock in its complete form. As to its being 
forced on, he had been constantly asked during 
the last month when it was coming on, 
and the Premier, in reply to questions in the 
House, had r.,.;d it would be brongbt on at the 
earliest possible date, and this was the earliest 
possible date. Every consideration had been 
given to the views so exhaustively expressed by 
deputations and petitioners who had laid their 
views before the Premier and himself. It was 
proposed to deal in the Bill principally with the 
question of early closing. That was the ,.,,a] 
re~son why the Bill had been introduced, but the 
opportunity was taken of amending certain 
matters which in working out the administra
tion of the Act had been found to be inconvenient 
and to require amendment. 

Mr. McDoNNELL: Do you alter the principle 
of the present Act in any way? 

The HOME SECRETARY: So far as the 
methods to be adopted for arriving at the par
ticular days upon which shops should close in 
certain districts were concerned, there would be 
£ome alteration. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY : Are you going to trust 
the people? 

The HOME SECRETARY: 'rhey were 
going to trust some of them ; they never trust 

them all. Even the Labour party did not trust· 
the people ; they only trust<;d 3: certain section 
of the people. He did not w1sh .1t to be taken as 
a precedent-going somewhat mto rleta1l on a 
Bill when it was not before hon. members-but 
he would say he believed the right to ": half
holiday and early closing on five days 111 the 
week would be continued to be consened to all 
employees, and that the Bill, if adopted,_would 
press very much more lightly upon certam em
ployers than the present Act did. 

Mr. i'dcDONNELT.: \Vhat about the Saturday 
half-holiday? 

The HOME SECRETARY: He was not 
g-oing to be drawn into a discussion of details. 
The hon. member would ha\'e ample opportumty 
to discuss the Bill on the< second reading, and he 
would have ample opportunity of discussing the 
details when in committee. That a large and 
important section of the communit.y desired that 
some alteration should be made m the present 
law on the subject was undoubted; therefo1:e. he 
trusted that there would be no further opposJtJOn 
to the Bill at this stage. 'With regar~ to the 
suggestion of an implied if not actual prmmse th~t 
copies of the Bill should be ha~de~ to certam 
ad vacates for and ag·ainst the B1ll m a~ vance, 
his opinion was that it was a practiCe wh10h had 
orept into being and which was not altogether a 
o-ood one He thouaht that when the Government 
brouo-ht down a m:asure, it was quite right that 
they "should obtain all possible information ; but 
he thought the Hou~e wa~ entitled to the first 
view of a Bill when 1ts ultimate form had been 
arrived at by the Government or the member 
who proposed to introdnce it. 

HoxoURABLE i'liEiHBERS: Hear, hear ! 
'rhe HOME SECRETARY: That was a 

broad principle which should not be lightly 
departed from and so far as he would be able, 
that would b~ the course of action which be 
would adopt in the future. 

::\Ir. McDONNELL : He did not want to pro
long this discussion, but the opening remarks ~f 

the Home Secretary were h1s JUSt!
[ 4 p.m.] fication for rising ~o speak.. The 

hon. gentleman sa1d that. 1f the 
principles of this Bill were not of a kmd that 
were acceptable, this would be tbe stage to 
oppose the measure. The Ho_me Secretary h~d 
not given very much informatiOn about the B1ll 
-in fact he had not gone any further than 
telling them that the principle of the princiJ?al 
Act would not be departed from, except w1th 
regL>rd to the Saturday half-holiday poll. 

The HOME SECRETARY : I did not say that. I 
did not mention the poll. 

Mr. McDONNELL : He had asked the hon. 
gentleman what were the principles of the B1ll 
which would be departed from, and tJbe hon. 
gentleman said the method of selec_ting the half
holiday. Reading between the hues of wh~t 
the Home Secretary said, it was ev1den~ that thiS 
Bill was brought in to meet the w1shes of a 
certain noisy section--

Mr. KEOGH: I deny that. Y on are the most 
noisv of the whole lot. (Laughter.) 

Mr. McDONNELL : He could give the h?n
gentleman the credit_ of bei~g the force behmd 
the Government whiCh had mduced the Govern
ment to bring in this Bill, which he feare~ would 
be the meam of undoing one of the best pieces of 
social legislation which had ever been put o::' 
the statute-books of Queensland. ~f the provi
sions of this Bill were such as he mferred they 
were from the remarks of the Home Secretary, 
they would be justified in not allowing it to go 
any further, because not only were the m:mhers 
of southern constituencies in favour of th1s Act, 
but wherever a poll had l:>een taken, and wher
ever the people had been ~onsulted, they had ~x
pressed their desire to ab1de by that Act. ] or 
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himself he felt justified in protesting, and pro
testing very strongly, against any alteration of 
that measure at the, present time. He under· 
stood from the latter portion of the Home Secre
tary's remarks that It wo<s n0t his intention in 
the future to consult persons interested in mea
sures under consideration. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : I did not say that. 

Mr. McDONNELL: He did not wish to 
misrepresent the hon. gentleman, but he under
stood the hon. gentleman to say that he did not 
inteud that anyadvancecopies of measures dealing 
with any questions should be forwarded to 
parties who were interested in them before they 
were placed on the table of the House, but that 
the Government intended to take the whole 
responsibility of not only the princinles, but of 
the details of those measures. Up to this 
particular Bill he believed persons interested in 
Bills outside had been consulted and their sng
geHtions embodied. Indeed, it was generally 
accepted outside that some of the mnst important 
measures that had been introduced into the 
House this session had been largely drafted out· 
side hy interested parties. The Home tlecre
tary must recognise that when he was bringing 
in the principal ActJ he received a good deal of 
assistance from outside. 

ThP HoME SECHETAIW : I got a good deal of 
assistance in connection with this measure, and 
particularly from you. 

Mr. Mc::\1.-l.STER : It was only you and the 
Home Secretary who passed it through the 
House last time. 

Mr. McDONNELL : He hoped the hon. 
member would not deny the part he took in 
another place in introducing int0 the Act a 
provision which hr,d been undoubtedly of grBa.t 
benefit to the shop assistants in Queensland. 
He hoped the hon. member would fight as 
strenuously now in favour of the Saturday half
holiday as he did on that occasion. Under the 
~ircumstances it was only fair that the Home 
Secretary should have given them more informa
tion about this Bill. He did not wish the 
hon. gentleman to take any unusual course, 
and he could only regret that tbe hon. gentlernan 
had not seen his way to f1llow out the lines that 
he adopted before, or, at aJl events, to carry out 
the promise that was made publicly by the 
Premier. If he had done so, he might have 
relied upon the same secrecy being observed by 
those to whom the draft of the measure was 
entrusted as was observed before. As he had 
not done so, he could only say that if the Bill was 
what he was afraid it was, he and every member 
with whom he was associated would do their part 
to prevent it bein~ passed. For himself he 
protested against the amendment of an Act, in 
the administration of which they had not had 
ten months of practical experienae. 

'l'he HOME SECRETARY: He wished to 
put himself right. He had not said that he 
would not consult people outside in connection 
with any legislation that he might herea,fter 
introduce. All he had said was that when a 
Bill was finally drafted, and finally agreed U[!On 
by tl-e Government, the first body that was 
entitled to know its contents was the House. 
When the measure was introduced members 
would be. able to get a copy with their papers in 
the mornmg. He thought that that was tbe 
correct way of dealing with such matters. But 
in the e>triier stages of the preparation of a Bill, 
they ought to consult with thosewhowould be able 
to give valuable information, and probably might 
give them, in confidence, a draft of the measure. 
Both sides of this que,tion had been most 
exhaustively set forth, and the submission to 
both sides of the Bill as finally adopted by the 
Cabinet would tend only to delay the measure. 

The only alterations that could be made in the 
Bill were those made m committee after it h>td 
passed its second reading. 

Mr. CURTIS (Rockhampton) had received a 
communication from Rockhampton asking hnn 
to strenuously oppose any amendment of the 
present Act. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY : Of any kind? 
Mr. CURTIS: Just so; but he had replied 

that he must see the Bill firot. An agittttion 
had been going on in Rockhampton recently to 
ha Ye the afternoon holiday observed on vVednes
day instead of Saturday. A poll was taken, and 
those who advoca,ted thA \Vednesday half-holiday 
were defeated by a majority of something like 
1,000 votes. So that there was no doubt that 
in Rockharnpton, at all eYents, the consensus of 
opimon w"s in favour of the Saturday half
holiday. It had been pointed out that with the 
Saturday half-holiday the employee" obtained one 
continuous holiday from Satnrday afternoon to 
Monday morning, which was a really substantial 
benefit. On the other hand, It was saJd that 
the \Vednesday half-holiday would be a break 
in the week, and be of no material advantage 
to the em[Jloyees. He was bound to say that if 
the Bill made it optional to close on \Vednesday 
or Saturday afternoon it :vould meet witl; a cox;
siderable amount of oppositiOn, and he believed It 
wuuld eventually lead to a breaking down of the 
holiday arrangements altogether. He knew, of 
course that the present Act had operated very 
h>trshly on the small shopkeepers who did not 
employ any assistants, n,nd if the Bill p~oposed 
to exempt the small shopkeepers It m1ght be 
worthy of a considerable amount of consideration 
at the hands of the House. 

The HmrE SECRETABY : Can we not discuss 
that on the second reading? 

Jlilr. CURTIS: He had nothing further to 
say, except that if the Bill propo~ed to make the 
half-holiday optional he was afraid It was bound 
to work unsatisfactorily. 

Mr. KEOG H (Rosewood) had to congratulate the 
Home Secretary on the stand he had taken in this 
matter. He did not see what right any person 
had to a copy of the Bill, and particularly the 
hon. member who had started business lately 
with a large number of assistants. ·what right 
had he to a copy of the Bill, to put iJ?-to the 
hands of his assistants, when other parttes had 
never asked for the same privilege? He had 
never asked for a copy of the Bill, and he was 
just as much entitled to it as the hem. me:nher. 
He thought it was quite tiim-' enough to discuss 
the measure when it got into committee. 

Mr. LE SIN A ( Clerrnont): The hon. member 
for Rockhampton, Mr. Curtis, had pointed to the 
magnificent answer given in Rockhampton. to 
the question referred to the ratepaye~s, whiCh 
resulted in a majority of nearly 1,000 m favour 
of the Saturday afternoon half-holiday. 

:Mr. KEOGH : What was the answer given on 
Charters Towers and Bundaberg? 

Mr. LESINA: It appeared according to a 
leading article in the Rockharnpton Bulletin that 
those voting for the Saturday afternoon. hal~
holiday numbered 1,-±57, and those agamst It 
459. The miserable minority of the opponents 
of the Saturday half-holiday showed tbat ~he 
ao-itation was largely confined to a small sectiOn 
of the people who were making n, lot of noise 
because they had got money and a section of 
the Press at their back. Apparently they were 
able to inHuence the Government, but when 
it came to a vote of the artisans and labourers 
and shopkeepers, and assistants, and even the 
country peo[Jle, they were defeated. It was 
thought that the country peopl8 would vote 
against the Saturday half-holiday, but not they. 
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In the Gogango and Fitzroy divisions, which 
included the country, there was a big majority 
in favour of the existing provision of the Act. 
The moral to his mind was this : A small, busy 
section of night owls and other persons who 
were dissatisfied with recent legislation had 
agreed to create a great deal of noise, and the 
result had been that the Government had intro
duced an amending measnre under which it was 
proposed to interfere with a very beneficial Act 
which had been received with acclamation all 
over the country. He could assure the hon. 
gentleman that as far as he was concerned, even 
if the matter was not a party question, he would 
do all he could to prevent the passage of a 
measure of that kind. It was a step backward 
and not forward. 

The HmrE SECRETARY : See what the Bill is 
before you speak about it. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. 
The CHAIR;IJAN reported that the Cnmmittee 

had come to a r<'solution, which was agreed to. 

FIRST READING. 
On the motion of the HO:\IE SECRETARY, 

the Bill was read a first time, and the second 
reading made an Order of the Day for to-morrow. 

SUPPLY. 
RESUMPTION oF CmDIITTEE. 

HQ}lE SECHETARY'S DEPAHT3IENT-OHARITABLE 
ALLOWANCES. 

The HOME SECRETARY moved that 
.£70,878 be granted for charitable allowances. 
The chief increaseR in tl:e vote were in con
nection with the Jubilee Sanatorium for Con
sumptive" at Dalby. The <Salaries there were 
set down at £798 and the contin!!encies at 
£1,200, which were previously paid for out of 
the general hospital vote. There was a total 
increase of £1,998. Against that there were 
certain decreases, which by general economy 
it was proposed to save. The Inspector-General 
of Hospitals and Charitable Institutions was set 
clown for .£200, as against £800 last year-a 
saving there of £600; and in the travelling 
expenses there was a saving of £50. Then it was 
considered unnecessary to grant £200 this year 
for the Female Refuge, Brisbane, and in the 
vote for hospitals generally there was a saving 
of .£2,000, making a total decrease of .£2,850. 
That being set against the increase of £1,998, left 
a net decref\se of .£852_ He would be glad to 
give hon. members any information they desired. 

Mr. BRO\VNE (Croydon) : There were two or 
three items which he wished some information 
on. :First of all with regard to the Inspector
General, he believed it had been said outside that 
this office was practically done away with. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No. 
Mr. BRO\VNE understood that this officer, 

Dr. Hare, was in charge of the Incurable Hos
pital at Diamantina. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : Yes ; but he holds the 
two positions. 

Mr. BRO\VNE: Last year a similar question 
was asked, and the hon. gentleman said he 
thought that Dr. Hare was the right man in 
the right place. But he wished to refer to a 
much more serious item, and that was the £2,000 
decrease in the vote for hospitals generally. But 
that was not the true decrease, for he found 
on referring to the Auditor-General's report 
that the amount last year voted for hospitals 
was £76,610 15s. 9d., and this year only 
£63,000 was asked for, making a decrease 
of £1:3,610. He did not know whether the 
hospitals could get on with that, or whether 
there was any amount going to be put on the 
Supplementary E·<timates; but considering the 

depressed state of the times, he thought there· 
would be a bigger tax on hospitals this year than 
last year. It would therefore be better to 
economise in other ways than in the vote for 
hospitals. Of course the endowment depended 
upon the amount of public subscriptions, and 
seeing the number of unemployed and the dis
tress actually existing, he did not think that the 
same amount of subscriptions would he forth
coming this year as were forthcoming last :J:ear. 
He thought every membPr of the Committee 
should be prepared to increase the endowment to 
hospitals, and this might be especially necessary 
in the West, where, owing to the drought, they 
might not be able to raise sufficient funds to 
carry on. He was afraid that if the vote was 
largely reduced a great deal of suffering would 
have to go unrelieved. · 

HoN. G. THORN (Fassijcm) said he was going 
to raise theverysamequf·stion that had been rahed 
by the hon. member for Croydon. He thought it 
was a great mistake to curtail the vote to hos
pitals_ But he principally r(Jse to discover 
whether any cures. had !oeen effected at the con
sumptive ho8pital at Dalby. His opinion was 
that consurnptives would not be cured at Dalby, 

as the climate was too subject to 
[4·30 p.m.] extremes of temperature. Medical 

authorities throughout the world 
were agreed that pla<es suited for the cure of 
consumptives must not be subject to such ex
tremes. He thought the hospital should be 
shifted to the coast, where the temperature was 
uniform. He 0ould find a splendid place for a 
huspital in a dry belt to the north of Brisbane. 
He did not wish to say one word against 
Dalby, or against the hon. member for Dalby, 
but he thought that the hospital might be used 
with great advantage for other purposes, as there 
were other diseases for which the climate of 
Dalby might be curative. He would like to 
know whether any cures had been effected, and 
what was the number of deaths at Dalby from 
consumption. He was quite sure they would die 
quicker at Dalby than in any other part of the 
colony. Brisbane itself was not a bad place for 
consumptives. He knew of people who had had 
to be carried here almost in the last stages of 
consumption, and yet they had recovered and 
lived for twenty or thirty years afterwards. If 
those people had gone to Dalby, however, the 
first winter would have killed them. He knew 
of cases in which people who had been sent to 
Dalby had died of consumption, while their 
mates, who were in about the same stage of the 
disease, came back to Brisbane and recovered, 
and were now living in Brisbane. 

The HOME SECRETARY was pleased t<> 
say that the fears of the hon. member for Fassi
fern were not likely to he realised. Having 
regard to the fell disease which was treated in 
that institution, he considered the results so far 
were good. The number of patients resident in 
the sanatorium on 1st July was twenty-six, con
sisting of twelve women and . fourteen .m!"n· 
Since then fifteen had been admitted, cons1stmg 
of three women and twel1e men. The patients 
dismissed during last quarter numbered thirteen 
-six women and "even men-of whom eight had 
been discharged cured. 

HONOURABLE J\'IEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The HOME SECRETARY: Having regard 

to the generally received opinion about the abso
lute fatality which ensued upon an attack of 
phthisis, those results justified the establishment 
of the institution. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. GIVENS: It is a pity it was not built on 

higher ground, though. 
The HOME SECRETARY : It was possible 

that a better site might have been found. That 
he was not in a position to say ; but the results 
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were eminently satisfactory from his point of 
view as head of that department. In addition to 
those he had mentioned, another man was dis
missed, the disease being in statu quo, probably 
having gone too far for the treatment to be of 
any value. It could not be said that the institu
tion was a great drain upon the res0urces of the 
State. He thought it was economically managed. 

Mr. J ACKSON : Do all the patients pay? 
The HOME SECRETARY: He was not 

aware that any paid. There was provision for 
separate rooms, and perhaps some little addi
tional privacy to those who cho"e to pay; but, 
if any paid at all, it would only be one or two. 
As a rule, people who were able to pay did not 
go there. They preferred to go to Roma or 
Charleville and make their own arrangements 
for cure. 'With regard to the question of the 
hon. member for Croydon, he did not know how 
many hospitals Dr. Hare had inspected during 
the twelve months. 

Mr. BROWNE: He has a very big tour, I know. 
The HOME SECl:tETARY: Yes. He 

picked out the hospitals to visit in a judicious 
way. He recognised that it would be impossible 
for him to visit the whole of them and inspect 
them satisfactorily in twelve months, and he, 
therefore, in planning- out his itinerary, made 
arrangements to visit those hospitals which were 
most important, being the larger hospitals, and 
involving a larger expenditure of public money 
than others, and also visits to which wculd occa
sion less delay than to those in far distant and 
isolated centres. In that way he had acquired a 
great deal of valuable information. He had 
reported in more or less detail in regard to each 
hospital visited, and had also furnished him 
(Mr. Foxton) with an annual report; but, un
fortunately, it was not received anr1 rear1 by 
him in sufficient time to enable him to lay it 
on the table before that vote came on for 
discussion. Indeed, the appendices had still 
to be attached. The annual report itself dealt 
largely with general topics, but the appen
dices wonld consist of abbreviations of the 
reports dealing with the individltal hospitals. 
He hoped to be able to lay the report and the 
appendices on the table during the present week. 
He thought a considerable amount of saving 
would be effected in the general administration 
of the hospitals without in any way departing 
from the main principles which had hitherto 
guided the management of those institutions, 
and the information gained by Dr. Hare during 
his tour of inspection would stand good, possibly, 
br some little time. Under the circumstances, 
and having regard to the fact that only the 
hospitals of lesser importance had not been 
visited, as a rule, he consented to an alteration 
being made in the agreement under which Dr. 
Fare was working. 'l'he arrangement previously 
was that he was to give his services exclusively to 
the Government, and to receive £800 a year and 
travelling expenses; but with Dr. Hare's report to 
go upon, he felt justified in modifying the arrange
ment to the extent that Dr. Hare should be 
allowed the right of private practice as a con
sulting physician and specialist, and that he 
should receive £200 a year as medical superin
tendent of the Diamantina Hospital for Chronic 
Diseases, and £200 a year as Inspector-General. 
That was the arrangement temporarily made 
with Dr. Hare. He was satisfied that the 
appointment of Dr. Hare was an excellent one. 
He was thoroughly conscientious and thoroughly 
imbued with the necessity for carrying on the 
charitable institutions in a thoroughlv efficient 
manner with due regard to economy. ' 

Mr. DUNSFORD (Charten Towers): Hon. 
members were constantly besieged with appli
cations from country towns in regard to con-

sumptives who wished to enter the Dalby 
Hospital. He believed, however, that it was 
confined exclusively to those who were in the 
early stages of consumption, and, if that was so, 
it would be well for the Home Secretary to make 
the fact generally known. He thought better 
results might be obtained if some place were 
provided by the Government in a healthy part 
of the colony where consumptives could be 
gathered together and receive treatment, in.stead 
of being treated in the wards of charttable 
institutions-a system which must tend to 
spread the disease. The moist atmosphere of 
Dunwich must tend to hasten the progress 
of the disease. There were any amount of 
spots in Queensland, especially in the North, 
where consumptives might have their lives pro
longed, even if they could not be cured ; and 
provision should be made for the treatment 
of )Jersons in the later stages of the disease, so 
that their sufferings might be allevi11ted and 
their lives prolonged, and the spread of the 
disease might be checked. This vot_e included 
an item of £3,500 for benevolent sometres; and 
he wishPd to draw attention to the fact that 
while some towns, such as Rockhampton and 
Toowoomba, received unconditional grants in 
connection with these societies, there were other 
towns whel'e the grant was made conditional on 
a certain amount being raised locally. He did 
not know how the unconditional grant was 
obtained-whether by logrolling or otherwise
but he knew that in Charters Towers, where 
they had a benevolent society second to none 
in the colony, the Government gr:>nt was 
conditional on a certain amount bemg con
ttibuted locally. The society found greac diffi
culty in carrying on at the present time 
owing to w,mt of fnn~s, and .he wished to 
mention that the Premrer promised a grant of 
£500-an unconditional grant-to enable them 
to build some more cottages. According to the 
.N01·thern 11Iiner of the 11th June, 1900, Mr. 
Dawson then senior member for Charters 
Towers 'introduced a deputation to the Premier, 
and Mrs. Plant, the head of the charitable 
organi<,ation, laid her desires before the hon. 
g-entleman. She asked for a special grant for the 
institution in order to erect a few more cottages, 
and she pointed out that Rockhamp_ton r~ceived 
a yearly grant of £500. The Premrer sard th~t 
if this grant was made to Rockhampton 1t 
should be the same on the Towers, and he 
would see that it was placed on the Estimates 
if Mr. Dawson did not stonewall it. That 
was the report of what the Premier said, 
and he thought that promise should be fulfilled. 
He would ask the hon. gentleman, if possible, to, 
carry it out. This associat_ion was doing a sr:l~n
did work but it was not m to0 good a posrtwn 
with reg~rd to funds. The association in To.o
woomba received a grant of £250, and that m 
Rockhampton £500. Surely Charters To-yers, 
which had a population of 25,000, was entrtled 
to be given a similar grant. He would also ask 
the Home Secretary for some !nformatio? wJth 
reaard to the Brisbane Chanty Orgamsatwn 
sc:'ciety. He noticed from its last printed 
balance-sheet that this society's total income 
was £182 of which £60 was contributed by the 
public, a~d £122 by the Government in t?e 
form of endowment, and the amount drs· 
pensed in relief was only £13, while £150 had 
been spent in "alaries, and some small sums 
in rent, advertising, and commrsswns. ~e 
noticed that the Home Secretary was presi
dent of that society. Its mission apparently 
was to guide and assist other societies in 
giving relief. If spe?d!ng £13 ~n relief :vas 
carrying out that mrsswn, he drd not thmk 
that this society would be very much assrst
ance. If the Home Secretary s?.id that it 
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was only an administrative society, and em· 
played itself m getting information and making 
inquiries, he was of opinion that it was doing 
work which shouid be done by the Home Secre· 
tary's Department. If money could be found for 
a Brisbane society of this kind, where such a 
small percentage of its income was spent in 
relief, surely •ome money could be found for an 
oi·gani,ation such as they had in Charters 
Towers, which spent every shilling received 
from the public and from the Government in 
charity. 

The HO::VIE S:E:CRETARY: He supposed he 
must give the bon. member credit for speaking 
in ignurance of the subject, because otherwise he i 
would have to make the uncharitable assumption 
that the hon. member wa.s wilfully trying to 
mislead the Committee. He did not want to 
imply that at all. He wondered if the hon. 
member had read anything about the charitable 
organisations in the old country, or had taken 
the trouble to read the reports of the annual 
me~tings of similar societies in .Melbourne or 
Sydney. I! he had, he had signally failed in his 
study if he had not perceived that they were 
domg excellent work. The society in Brisbane 
was working on the same lines, and nearly every 
society in and around the metropolis and in the 
neighbouring towns had associated with and 
recognised the good work that it was doing. It 

was a society established principally 
[5 p.m.] for preventing the unworthy from 

receiving those donations of the 
generous public which ought to go into the 
pockete of the worthy. 

Mr. LESINA: A Pecksniffian society. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Well, he was 

not aware that the hon. member for Clermont 
contributed anything to benevolent societies. 

Mr. LESINA: I manage to pay my debts. 
The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member for 

Clermont is not in order in using htngn"1ge of 
that kind, which is of an offensive nature, to 
Qther hon. members. 

Mr. LESINA: He made an offensive remark to 
me. 

The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon. 
member ceased interjecting he would cease to 
reply. He had no desire to take the slightest 
notice of the hon. member, but when he made 
personal remarks he might be permitted to reply 
when under other circumstances he would take 
no notice of him. 

Mr. LESINA : Your coachman is waiting at the 
door of Parliament House to be paid. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That was a re
mark he would take notice of. He called atten
tion to it, because it was the third time the hon. 
member had made it. Unfortunately for him· 
self, he had not been able to afford the luxury of 
a coachman for five years, so that it was impos
sible that he could be kept waiting. The charge 
was one of those which probably the hon. member 
contributed to the Worke1·, which he did not read. 
It was only because the hon. member occnpied 
a position in Parliament that he took notice of 
such a charge. It was mean in the highest 
degree to make such an allusion, because there 
was not the shadow of foundation in it. 

Mr. LESINA: Advertise the fact in the Street 
at Government rates. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Let him tell the 
hon. member that there was no person who had 
ever been in his employ who had not been paid to 
the last shilling, and if the hon. member or any
one else could prove that he had been anything 
but a go0d master he would forfeit any sum the 
hon. member liked to name, which he could 
afford, to the Brisbane Hospital. Every person 
who had ever been in his employ, and every 
person who had been connected with him in 
business would, he ventured to say, bear the same 

testimony, and when the hon. member reached 
his age he hoped he would be able to invite anyone 
to come forward and bear the same testimony 
regarding himself. He apologised to the Com
mittee for the digression, but he felt it necessary 
to take some notice of unworthy statements of 
that kind. He desired to point out that the 
Charity Organisation Society was run on exactly 
th• same lines as the :Melbourne society. There 
were something like 14,000 records in the hands 
of the .Melbourne society, and they were of the 
greatest value, not only to the society itoelf, but 
to kindred societies all over Australia, in pre· 
venting the unworthy imposing on benevolent 
societies. For inst,ance, on8 n1an who was dis
covered was a profes8ional btJgar, obtaining 
r~elief from two or three societies, and he went 
about in kid gloves and top hat, nnd drove 
about in hansom cabs. 

Mr. GrvENS: He ought to have been put in 
gaol. 

'l'he HOME SECHETARY: He was not 
sure that he was not. However, the Brisbane 
society was extending its ralllifications over the 
three divisions of Queensland, and it was hoped 
that the results attained would more than justify 
its existence. The bon. member had referred to 
the small amount of cash distributed by the 
society. That amount was merely given as 
casual assistance on Sunday, for instance, so that 
the appiicants for relief mi.rht have something to 
tide them ovrr until the distributing benevolent 
societies could be communicated with. That 
wae the explanation of the matter, and he could 
assure the hon. member that he would find that 
this society had been doing a great deal of 
excellent work. Then with regard to the 
Charters Towers society--

Mr. DUNSFORD : They want £500. 
The HOME SECRETARY: He knew that, 

but the proper solution of the dirliculty was not 
in the mere giving of grants to the Charters 
Towers home, as in the case of Rockhampton, 
but in the remodelling of the whole system. 
The small benevolent home at Rockhampton 
was established many years ago, and it was 
always regarded as a branch of Dunwich, but 
for the sake of economy it had been managed by 
the benevolent society as a separate and distinct 
institution, and it had been subsidised in the 
ordinary way. 

Mr. DUNSJWRD: It gets £71 endowment and 
£500 grant. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No. The 
benevolent society at Rockhampton received an 
endowment of £261 3s. 2d., and the Charters 
Towers society received £479 Ss. lOd. That 
meant that in Charters Towers, a much larger 
sum was contributed than in Rockhampton, and 
they earned a larger endowment in consequence. 
'fhe £500 for Rockhampton w:~s for the benevo
lent asylum there, which was not managed 
directly by the Home Secretary, but by the 
benevolent society. It might be argued that the 
same arrangement might be made with the 
Charters Towers home, but in that case, a 
similar arrangement would have to be made with 
Townsville, because, Townsville was more in 
line with Rockhampton than Charters Towers 
wa' , and so a sort of off-side kind of 
benevolent asylums would have to be estab
lished. One had been eetablished at Too
wonmba, as a result of a promises made by the 
late Sir James Dickson when Premier, and it 
rPceived a smaller grant than the Rockhampton 
home. He was bound to admit that having 
vi,ited the benevolent cottages at Charters 
Towers they were entitled to the same treatment 
as was meted out to others, and he proposed to 
place them on the same footing with Roekhamp
ton and To'owoomba. They should be branches 
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of Dunwich and Government benevolent institu
tions in the proper sense of the word. Possibly, 
if this year had been a fat one instead of a lean 
one, the Government could have placed the 
amount on the Estimates for the Charters 
Towers institution. Bnt it was one thing to ).mt 
a new amount on the E<timates and an entirely 
different thiug to knock off am•mnts from insti
tutions which had been successfully running, as 
a result of the endowment. These institutions 
were getting on vercc· well as benevolent asylums, 
and he might say that a cnnsiderable numuer of 
the inmates of the Ct1arters Towers asylum had 
been received into Dunwich-he thought fifty 
such applications were de"lt with-h<e was not 
sure about the nurriber-but he knew a large 
proportion of these inmates had been dPalt with 
in this w<>y, and to that extent this s••ciety had 
been relieved of the burden these people created. 

Mr. TOLMIE (Dmpton and Toowoombct) 
thought that eacb member of the Committee had 
a specific intm·est in the vote under disc•1ssion, 
and that instead of this vote being diminished, 
it should be increased, and that there should be 
a proper distribution of this relief. He was very 
pleased to hear from the Home S~cretary that 
the .fubilee Asylum at Dalby had succeeded in 
the last fjUarter in sending out eight p1tients 
who were thoroughly cured of consumption. 
The Queensland Government wa-; to be con
gratulated on being the first Government in 
the Australian Commonwealth which had taken 
thi, matter up from a national point of view. 
In ::'{ ew Soutt1 \Vales and Victoria the mqtter 
of treating consumptive patients was exciting 
a great d<"ctl of interest, but it had been dealt 
with there more by private enterprise and 
municipal enterprise than by Government aid. 
Tbe Imoyor of Sydney, when presiding at a 
meeting, complimented the Queensland Gnvern
m<Snt with regard to thi-; matter, and he said 
thctt he Jv,ped the time was not far distant when 
the New South \Vales Government would follow 
in the steps of Queensland. But, at the same 
time, he (l\fr. Tolmie) thought the Queensland 
Government might have gone further in the 
matter. They har! ta·ken thi' step five or six 
years ag-o, but since that they had seemed to 
remain inactive. The Queensland Go,·ernment 
was a progressive Government-although some 
of his friends on the opposite ,ide did not think 
so-and he hoped they wonld still deserve 
the name of a prPgressive Government; and 
that they would go further and adopt some 
of the plans which had been adopted in the 
old country, so as to stamp out this disease. 
Under the municipality of Sydney, a house to 
house visitn..tion was rnade, and ·where perBons 
were found to be suffering from consumption, 
the pe 'ple in the house were asked whether 
they would allow the place to be fumigated, 
in order to stamp out the disease. Perhaps 
the Queensland Gnvernment would act in that 
way in the future. He was sorry that the 
Inspector-General did not give annual reports 
like other officials on this matter, for this was 
one which was exciting a great deal of interest. 
He saw that the Inspector-General was still 
retained at £200, but if he did not travel, he 
thought he would cease to be a proper inspector. 
He should travel from institution to institu
tion and see that Government monev was 
properly spent, and he should report periodically 
whether the methods adopted were good ones. 
But, if he simply remained in an office in Bris
bane, and drew up his report from the various 
reports that were sent in to him, he was afraid 
that they could not regard that as a very satis
factory report. In speaking some few weeks 
ago on the motion of the hon. member for 
Kennedy with regard to increasing the allowance 
to old people outside Dunwich, a remark fell 

from the Home Secretary that he would 
h"ve taken exception to at the time but that he 
thought he could better serve the interests of the 
motion of the hon. member for Kenneiy by not 
speaking on thnt occasion. The hon. gentleman 
made some reference to the bemwolent institu
tions at Rockhampton and Toowoomba, and 
said that they were uneconomically managed. 
Tb~ HOME SECRETARY: Did I say that? I 

did not mean to do S>l. 

Mr. TOLMIE: The bon. gentleman will find 
his remarks on page 1108 of Hansa1·d. He did 
not know how the institution at Rockhampton 
was managed, but the Brodribb Home at 
Toowooml:>a was as economically managed as 
Dunwich. Tbe report of the Brodribb Home, 
which was now before him, showed that th8 
total cost of management last year was only 
something like £G\J, £3\J bein(( the salary paid to 
the matron, and £33 lt)". being paid in wages. 
The daily cost was ls. Oij'rl. per day per inmate, 
or a cost of 7s. 5:l;i. per week. But in that cost 
of management there was a certain proportion of 
the expenditure due to the erection of additional 
accommodation which would have reduced the 
actnal cost of management-based on the same 
lincu as Dunwich-· o something like fis. 3cl. or 
Gs. 4d. per week. That was almo•t exactly the 
cost of management in Dunwich. So that it 
wns hardly fair to say that the Brodribb Home 
\vas rnanaged in an uneconornical manner. 

The Hol\JE SECRETARY : I did not say that. I 
will read you what I did say. 

Mr. TOLJIIIIJ1~: He could s("Jrcely object to 
the hon. member for Charters Towers taking 
exceplion to a grCLnt of £250 being made to the 
Brodribb Home, but he was sure that, if the 
hon. member visited the institution, h" would 
see that the money we, well spent, and wonld 
very much prefer to see £500 or £1,000 spent in 
the same manner. 

Mr. DuNSFORD: I did not take exception to it. 
Mr. TOLMIE: Up to the present time the 

money at the disposal of the Brodribb Home 
had been quite sufficient to enable it to defray 
all expenses, but gradually it was attracting " 
number of old people from places as far west 
as Cunnamulla, who de,ired to g-o there rather 
than to Dunwich, so that the expenditure was 
becoming larger every year, althoug-h the average 
was being kept down. He might say that, 
although last year the claily cost was ls. O~d., 
the previous yec<r it W't< 1,. ld. per head, so that 
it would be seen that they were keeping down 
expenditure to the !en< est point commensurate 
with the good treatment of the patients. He 
believed they were better treated than the in
mates of Dunwich, especially the old ladies, 
who could enjoy their cup of tea fives times a 
day. They we;e served with a cup of tea 
at 7 o'clock in the morning before they turned 
out of bed, and such treatment was appreciated 
by those old people. The building- itself was 
pleasantly situated, and since the last visit of 
the Home Secretary, when he had declared the 
institution open, great improven1ents had been 
made about the place. It. had now a beautiful 
garden and every comfort of a home. In addi
tion to all the liberty that it was possible for the 
old people to enjoy, they were exceedingly well 
treated inside the institution; and, rather than 
do away with such institutions, the Home 
Secretary should encour•ge their fonndation in 
every town in Queensland, so that the old people 
could spend their remaining years among their 
friends. Like the leader of the Opposition, he 
regretted that it had been found necessary to 
reduce the amount paid to hospitals by 
£2,000. The cost of hospital management was 
bound to increase yearly, He was not altogether 
in favour of Government grants for everything, 
bnt he did believe in hospitals and similar 
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institutions being supported by the Govern
ment; and, if all other grants went by the board 
it was a noble work for the Government to take 
care of the infirm and the sick. He hoped that 
the circumstances of the State would be much 
better next year, and that if an increase was 
made, the Home Secretary would see his way to 
increase rather than reduce the grant to the 
Brodribb Home. 

The HO::Y1E SECJ:tETARY thought he would 
have to do something for Charters Towers first. 
The hou. member must have misunderstood him. 
He felt confident, when the hon. member men
tioned the matter, thctt he had not stated in the 
bald way in which the hon. member put it that 
the cost of the Rockhampton benevoltnt institu
tion and of the Brodribb Home was uneconomical, 
He felt certain that he was comparing the cost of 
management per head in the large inotitutions 
with that in the small ones, and that turned out 
-to be correct. By way of personal explanation, 
he wished to read exactly what he had said, as 
he should be very sorry that the good people of 
Toowoomba should imagine that he had dis
paraged the Brodribb Home, which was an admir
able institution. What he had said-he thought 
in reply to the hon. member for Kennedy
was-

I understood the hon. gentleman to advoc:tte the 
establishment of small benevolent asylums, such as 
exist at ltoekhampton and Toowoomba. 

:Mr. JAcKsoN: Throw the burden on the district. 
The IIOJIIE SECRETARY: 'fhe hon. member must be 

aware that a more uneconomic method of dealing with 
this question could not be devised than that. I do not 
desire to say anything disparaging, or to minimise the 
good work that is being done in 'l'oowoomba by the 
.Hrodribb Home or any other such small asylums of 
that character, or to disparage the Charters rrowers 
Home. which, however, is scarcely on all-fours. I only 
wish to em1_Jhas1se the fact that the congregating of 
large numbers in asylums of this sort, as is done in 
Dunwich, necessarily tends to minimise the cost of 
maintenance, because the management has far less 
expense per head than otherwise; that is, than if we 
had a large number of small asylums. 

He was speaking of a large number of small 
asylums-each with its own manage

[5·30 p.m.] ment and staff, and separate build
ings- as distinguished from large 

institutions, in which perhaps 100 timee the 
number of patients could be accommodated. 

Mr. J ACKSON (Kennedy) : As Charters 
Towers was about the centre of the Kenncdy 
electorate, he took an interest in whatever con
cerned that town. It was unfortunate that the 
Premier had not been able to redeem his promise 
with regard to this grant of £500, because 
that hon. gentleman, like any other honourable 
man, would endeavour to keep a promise he 
bad made, whether it was made \)rivately or pub
licly. If there was to be any discrimination, in 
his opinion North Queensland-and particularly 
goldlield towns-should be given the benefit. 
There was the expense of sending people from 
Charters Towers as far as Dunwich ; there was 
the fact that mining was a hazardous occupation 
-in Victoria there was special provision in con
nection with old age pensions that men following 
mining need not arrive at the age of sixty-live 
before making Hpplication for the pension; and 
there was also the fact that Charters Towers was 
the largest town in North Queensland. For 
those reasons, he thought Charters Towers should 
have had snecial consideration. He did not 
want to di~count what the hon. member for 
Toowoomba had said about the Brodribb Home; 
but he could say that the Charters Towers 
Benevolent Asylum was quite as well managed 
as the Brodribb Home. He agreed with the hon. 
member that such asylums should be encouraged 
instead of having the numbers at Dunwich 

increasing year by year. Apart from the 
question of expense, which he thought was about 
ls. per headless at Dunwich--

The HoME SECRETARY: A shilling a head 
would not represent the difference. 

Mr. JACKSON: He did not care if it was 2s. 
a head-the humane point of view should be con
sidered. Those old people should not be taken 
from the places where t.hey had lived so long, 
and where they had formed acquaintances. Of 
course, the old age allowances should be applied 
as far as possible, but it could not be applied in 
all ca<Jes. He understood the Home Secretary 
to say he would put Charters Tower,, Too
woomba, and Rockhampton on the same footing 
in future with regard to these special grants, but 
he did not know whether the hon. gentleman in
tended to develop a special system of grants to 
different centres. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: I said I hoped for the 
establishment of larger institutions in the three 
large divisions of the colony as branche.s of Dnn
wich, and managed on the same lines. 

Mr. J ACKSON : That was satisfactory as 
far as it went. He recognised that the Govern
ment could not grant a subsidy for a benevolent 
asylum in every little town ; but there were cer
tain large centres to which the system of making 
special grants might be applied, and he was not 
sure whether in the long run it might not be 
found an ad vantage even on the economical side, 
because most of those asylums were very econo
mically managed by committees and honorary 
officials. It was satisfactory to know from the 
Home Secretary that a special grant would be 
made to Charters Towers in the near fnture, and 
he hoped the time would not be far distant when 
the finances were in such a condition as to allow 
the grant to be made. 

Mr. BELL (Dalby): Before this went to a vote, 
he would like to say one or two words in agreement 
with the suggestion made by the hon. member 
for Charters Towers with regard to having some 
establishment or institution in which aged 
persons, who were afflicted with lung disease, 
could be gathered together instead of perpetu
ating tbe present system of having them 
indiscriminately distributed over the various 
Government institutions in the diff<,rent parts 
of the colony. He rather thought that in 
some report by an export there had been a 
suggestion made to that effect, and whenever 
the linances of the colony would allow it, he 
thought it would be a very g,1od thing to 
do. He was glad to hear the official remarks 
that fell from the Home Secretarv as to the 
very good work that the eanatorium at Dalby 
had been effecting in making cures in cases of 
phthisis. That had proved the remedial proper
ties of the Dalby climate upon lung diseases. 
When the hon. gentleman was casting about 
with a view to establishing such an institution 
as had been suggested, he (Mr. Bell) did not 
think he would find a better locality than the 
foothills of the Bunya Mountains. \Vhen the 
Home Secretary, who had the appointment of 
the location of the Dalby Sanatorium, was good 
enough to ask his advice on the subject, he 
recommended the pre~ent site, and the remarks 
of the present Home Secretary had ehown that 
that advice had not been bad, but if anything 
the foothills of the Bunya Mountains offered 
even a better climate. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He h:.cl for
gotten for the moment the remarks of the hon. 
member for Charters Towers with reference to 
the establishment of a place for chronic con
sumptives. He would now quote one of the 
recommendations of the Queensland Society for 
the Prevention of Consumption contained in the 
report of the executive committee of that 
society. This society consisted for the most 
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,part of medical men who had made a special 
study of this particular disease. There were 
Dr. Francis, Dr. Hardie, Dr. Hir,chfeld, Dr. 
Love, Dr. Taylor, and Dr. Thomson, and :Messrs. 
Thynne, Groom, and Pound; and he noticed 
that he had the honour of being one of its vice
presidents. One of their recommendations was 
the establishment of a hospital in Brisbane, and 
the erection of a detached building within the 
grounds of each country hospital for the use of 
chronic consumptives. They thought that that 
was the proper way, and that was carrying out 
the ideas of the hon. member for Kennedy about 
detaining thc·'e people among their own fliends 
rather than isolating them in some distant insti
tution. It rested with the local hospitals, 
wherever they could find the means, to follow 
out that suggestion, and erect buildings for the 
use of such sufferers. 

Mr. J ACKSO!'f: I do not think any cases should 
be sent to Dunwich. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The Govern
ment were doing the best they could. They 
had established a hospital for incurables in the 
Diamantina Buildings, and he thought there 
were a fair proportion of consumptives there. 
There was also a sum on the Estimates for the 
<Jxtension of that hospital, not the extension of 
the buildings, but the adaptation of the re
mainder of the buildings to the uses of the 
hospital, part only being used at present owing 
to motives of economy. This would take a con
fliderable amount of money, but he hoped they 
would be able to proceed with it shortly. The 
·climate of Brisbane was, at any rate, no worse for 
consumptives than that of Dunwich, and the diffi
culty of dealing with chronic cases outeide of Bris
bane could be met if the various hospitals would 
erect small detached buildings in their own grounds 
for the use of those cases. That would enable 
the patients to remain among their friends and 
in surroundings they were used to, and his view 
of the matter was that if a man knew that he 
was suffering from a disease which had reached 
an incurable stage, he would rather live among 
his own friends and relations, even if by so doing 
he sacrificed a month or two of life. The fact 
that the sufferer was among his relatives and 
those who were dear to him was of very much 
more importance to him than a month or two 
of life when he knew that in any event he was 
doomed. 

lVlr. BELL pointed out that a great many 
medical men were of opinion that, even if a man 
could not hope to recover, his symptoms were very 
much modified, and the painful nature of his 
di,ease alleviated, by residence in a climate 
which was suitable for the treatment of his con
sumption. He could not quite agree with the 
Home Secretary when he recommended the coast 
hospitals to erect separate buildings for the use 
of chronic consumptives. This State, which had 
,done its work very well in regard to thi; disease, 
should continue its good work and provide some 
-establishment for people who were in an advanced 
state of consumption, and the foothills of the 
Bunya Mountains was the best locality he knew 
for that purpose. He was also glad to see that 
the prejudice which had existed in some parts of 
the country with rt•.(ard to establi,;hments of t.his 
kind was rapidly pa"sing away, and statistics 
could be gath ,•red from the continent of EuroJJe, 
where s<tnatoriums of this t'<"pe were verv numer
ou•, showingtbat the death rate nmongth'e general 
population in the neighbourhood of those estab
lishments was, on the whole, less than it was in 
other parts of the country. So that the prejudice 
that had existed was not well founded. 

Mr. BRO\VNE: Every hon. member would 
admit the truth of what had fallen from the hon. 
member for Toowoomba, Mr. Tolmie, that the 
House and the Government of Queensland had 

done a good bit towards the support of hospitals 
and that sort of thing. Hon. members on both 
sides had never been sparing in voting money 
for hospitals and ~harita ble imtitution•, and for 
education. The Home Secretary, in referring to 
the hospitals for chronic ca>es, sugge ·ted that 
the country hospitals should put up small build
ings for the use of consumptives. He (Mr. 
Browne) thought that our whole system of 
endowment of hospital" was wrong. A far more 
fair ar.d equitable system, and one which would 
ue more beneficial to the people of the country, 
as well as to the unfortunate inmates, would 
be for the Government to take full charge of 
all the charitable institutions and hospitals. 
There was a very large section of the community 
who would never ghe a farthing to charity un
less they were compelled. Hospital committees 
were continually at work begging for subscrip
tions and getting up entertainments, and those 
who subscribed most liberally had, in addition, 
to put their hands in their pockets ns taxpayers 
and subscribe over again. He believed in the 
Government taking the whole responsibility, and 
putting the ent.ire burden upon the taxpayers, so 
that it might be more equally distributed. He 
hoped the day would come-and he did not be
lieve it was far distant-when such a policy as 
that would be pursued. Under present conditions 
charitably disposed persons had their hands in 
their pockets perpetually, while those who refused 
to contribute were the first in their need to 
demand assistance from charitable institutions 
and hospitals. The quE>Btion was a big one, and 
he would not occupy more time in discussing it, 
hut he thought there was a great deal to be said 
in favour of the State taking over the entire 
responsibility in connection with charitable insti
tutions of all sorts. 

Mr. LESIN A ( Clerrnont) had asked one or two 
questions of the Home Secretary in reference to 
benevolent societies. and he now want~d to make 
a few remarks in ·connection with them. In 
looking over the report to which the hen. member 
for Charters Towers had referred, be found that 
the Charity Organisation Society had distributed 
£13 in relief at a cost of £159. The expenditure 
showed £115 on salaries and commission, £17 on 
rent, £18onfaresand adverti.,ing, £9 on printing, 
and there was a bank balance of .£11. The in
come for the year was £182, with only .£13 spent 
in relief. 

Hon. E. B. FORRES'r : They should have spent 
nothing on relief. They are not there for that 
purpose, and you know it. 

Mr. LESINA: \Vhat were thPy there for? 
The organisation seemed to be a body of Peck
sniffs and ChRdbands who pried into the affairs 
of Mary Ann Jones and Bill Smith. There was 
too much of that kind of thing. All charitable 
institutions ought to be under the control of the 
State, and all modern writers on the subject had 
concluded that charitable institutions would 
never be upon a satisfactory basis until they 
were exclusively governed by the State. Half 
of the pettifogging societies round Bdsbane 
were maintained by the Government, and yet 
they never produced a balance-sheet. He 
would like to see on the t"ble of the House 
the balance-sheets of the hospitals, and refuges, 
and maternity homes, and all the little squalid 
institutions which lived on public money
institutions composed of asthm.<ttic persons who 
had nothing to do but probe into the secrets of 
poor unfortunate people whom they termed the 
"deserving poor." He found that the charity 
organisation, which he preferred to term "the 
Dives charity organisation," received £3 17s. 
out of the public hlst mouth, and investigated 
the co,ses of twenty-two Lazaruses, consigning 
eight of them into outer darknes,,, It asked the 
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public not to give indiscriminately in the street 
or elsewhere, as it only fostered beggars ; its con
tention being that the best medicine for the 
beggar was work. He found t.hat on the commit
tee were Bishop \Vebber, whr,se see, apparently, 
was the ocean; the Rev. Roberts, who howled 
for black labour through the columns of the 
C01...trier; S. W. Brook::;, an ex-kanaka missionary, 
who put in his spar time cur8ing the Labour 
party in a column allotted to that purpose in the 
Telegmph; the Rev. Whale, who got up on the 
platform and yelled for the kanaka; and the head 
of the Salvation Army. That was the kin< I of 
institution which received money out of the public 
Treasury, and which never 'bowed a balance
sheet. How did they know what such institu
tions did with public money? That kind of 
professional philanthropy was played out. 

The HoME SECRETAHY: The balance-Rheet is 
published for vonr infnrm><tion. 

Mr. LESINA: That w.ts the only balance
sheet th"t he lutd seen. 

Hon. E. B. FoRHEST: If you su" scribed you 
would get one. 
~1EMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 

hear! 
Mr. LESINA: He strongly objected on prin

ciple to subscribing to any Hociety that was 
controlled by profes,ional philanthropists of 
any type or kidney. .£3,GOO was on the Esti
mates for benevolent societies, unspecified, to be 
distributed at will of the Home Secretary. A 
fair example of those institutions was the 
female refuge. He had recently asked for 
information as to the amount of public funds 
which that institution bad drawn, "nd harl been 
told that £G,430 had gone to it in thirty yeal". 

The CHAIR:\IAN: I call the attention of the 
hon. member to tbe fact that tbere is no vote for 
that ins~itntion on the Estimates. 

Mr. LEc4INA: Did the Government then 
want to prevent diRCUBsion? He maintained 
that he was discussing an institution which 
received la.st year from the Government .£200 of 
pub!ic money. 

The CHAIRMAN: I alrEadv ruled the hon. 
member out of order in discm~sing that institu
tion. 

Mr. LESINAregretted that the Chairman hacJ. 
ruled him out of order in discussing 

[7 p. m]. that matter, and be would let it go for 
the present. HR would like to refer 

to the Brisl1ane Hospital, which he believed was 
a 'ery well-cnnducted institution, and agains~ 
whicb he had nothing to say. He found that 
thPy gave £12,000 or £13,000 annu1lly to tbat 
imtitution, and it was only right that public 
attention ehould be drawn to the wages paid to 
the employees in that in•·titution and to their 
hours nf labour. According to a statement made 
last year by a member of the Committee, who 
was also " member nf the committee of the 
Brisbane Hospital - Mr. Stoddart, the hon. 
member for Logan -one employee was paid 
1!\s. a week; two, 12s. 6•l. per week; une, 10s. Gd. 
per week; and one at 7s. 6d. Apparently these 
were not the lowest wages that. had been paid, for 
last year they got an increase of 2s. 6d. a week 
all round. He found they worked ten and a-half 
hours a day, seven days a week, with every 
second Sunday off, and that these employees 
were expected to be inside the gates by 10 o'clock 
at night. How a person could be expected to 
keep himself and clothe and keep his family on 
15s. or 10;. a week was past his comprehension. 
The man who got 7s. Ud. a week was paid at the 
rate of lzd. per hour. :Fancy that in a Christian 
country like Queensland, in this 19th cen
tury ! And that was in an institution where 
everyone was expected to be on the alert, vigi
lant, intelligent, and willing and able to perform 
his duties. Then the person who got 10s. per 

week received 1~d. per hour for seven days a. 
week, and had to work seventy hours a week. 
The two who got 12s. 6d. per week got 2d. 
per hour; and the one who got l?is. a week
who was somewhat of an aristocrat of labour, 
a bloated capitnJist---got the exorbitant rate of 
2~d. per hour. To expect a man with a family 
to keep himself and his family on such a 
wage was infamous. No other term could pro
perly describe such a disgraceful condition of 
affairH. They had been told by one hon. 
member of the Committee that some of these 
employees had been ten years in the institution, 
and that one of these employees was satisfied, and 
that he had no ambition to get into a better 
billet where he woulCI receive a higher rate of 
pay. It was a good job tbat the majority of the 
c0mmunity were not comtituted in that way
that they did not show such oyster-like pro
clivitier,, Then some of tbe girls in this insti
tution worked as much as eighty hours per 
week. If there was any person who wanted t0 
be active, fresh, to be pleasant in the exercise 
of her duties, it was a nurse. They had limited 
the hours of labour in many directions, for 
instance, in the Factories and Shops Act. 
'V omen had been limited to ten hours a day 
in work where they had not so much responsi
bility, and where they had not to show as much 
cbeerfulness a' a hospital nursA or the same 
attendance. The Hon. E. B. Forrest said l:.tst 
year that ectch girl could go out at certain times, 
and, generally speakinv, the nurses were satis
fied, and the Home Secretary said that if they 
were nut sotisfied tbey could find some otber 
occupation. It had been pointed nut in extenua
tion that some of these persons in the hospital 
were apprentices, and that in the institution they 
acquired a knowledge which would fit them to 
go into other bospitals in the colonies, or to act as. 
private nursesaftertbey had passed examinations. 
There might be a gn-at deal of truth in that, but 
there was no excuse for paying such miserably 
low wages. How could a girl, who had no one 
else to depend on, keep herself on 12s. 6d. a 
week? Mayhap some person had discovered 
some remarkable scientific method of bow to live 
respectably on 12s. Gd. a week, and even save 
something. If the Government could get expert 
evidence of how to live on l~d. per hour, per
haps private individuals would be induced 
to adopt it. The Government had spent 
.£25,000 on adverti•ing- the resources of the 
colony at the Glasgow Exhibition-and fancy a 
colony boasting such a so-called large out
put of wool, sugar, olL winE', etc., being a 
colony in whic.h such low wages were paid l 
Those facts wanted to be published throughout 
Great Britain, so that unfortunate wretches 
would not be lurrd here by the highly coloured 
pictures drawn by immigration lecturers, nnd 
come into competition with people already in 
Queensland. He believed that some nurses 
actually came out in the hst lot of immigrants, 
and whether there was room for eo many nurses. 
he did not know. The salaries of those unfor
tunate individuals was an excellent argument 
why all their benevolent institutions and 
hospitals should be placed directly unrlAr State 
control, as there never would be satisfaction 
till that was done, nor would decent wages 
be paid to those employed in them. The pay
ment of such wages was a thundering dis
grace to Queensland and to everyone connected 
with the institution. The State was paying 
between £12,000 and £13,000 per annum as a 
subsidy to the hospital, so that every taxpayer 
in the colony was entitled to "xpress his 
opinions with reference to its proper conduct. 
There was a prejudice at present against hospi
tal• and similar institutions being run by the 
State, just as at one time there had been a. 
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prejudice against railway traim; but the time 
wa• coming when they would be made State 
institutions, and the wretchedly low wages that 
were being paid to the nurses and wardsmen 
would lead to that result. In other respects he 
was free to admit that it was an excellently
conducted institution, and quite on a par with 
the hospitals in the other colonies ; but he must 
enter his protest against the wages that were 
paid. Another matter to which he wished 
to refer was the Deaf, Dumb, and Blind 
Institution, to which he found that the 
Government paid a subsidy of about £2,000 
a year. A few weeks a;;o the papers contained 
reports of an unseemly squabble which took 
place at a meeting of the committee of the in
stitution in connection with some new rules that 
they were adopting, and those reports empha
sised the necessity for the institution being con
trolled directly by the 8tatP. It was essentially 
an institution which required taking out of the 
hands of the amateurs, lay and clerical, who 
at the present time were running it. If the sub
committee's report for ,January, 1\JOO, was to be 
believed, the institution badly wanted not only 
new rules but new management. That report 
stated, in so far as the industrial section was 
concerned, 1t was to be run on commercial lines 
-which meant, he supposed, that the blind 
workers were to be sweated. There were forty 
or fifty blind inmates and workers, and they 
were not paid as much in the aggregate as five 
or six officials. The men got 15,.;. a week, and 
12s. 6d. was stopped ont of that for hoard. 
Tlw women got from 7s. 6d. to 10s. a week, and 
no doubt a proportionate deduction ,;'as made 
from that for their board. The secretary and 
manager got £250 a year, and the matron £70. 
If the matter were looked into it would be found 
that the instituti'm was becoming as big a sweat
ing organisation as any charitable institution in 
Queensland, and excellent reason would be found 
why it should be taken over by the State. An 
unfortunate thing in connection with these insti
tutions was the tendency for the management to 
driftintothehandsof "Little Pedlington" persons 
who had nothing else to do, and took np philan
thropic work as a hobby. After a time they got 
the notirm that the institution belonged to them; 
and being unpaid, their anticoJ were to a large 
extent winked at. The only way out of the 
difficulty was to make the institution a properly 
conducted State concern. 

~fr. RYLA::"rD (Gympic) regretted the reduc
tion of £2,000 in the vote for hospitals gener
ally, though be admitted that it would be far 
better if they were rnn either by the State or by 
the local authorities. Though the general public 
contributed two-thirds to the support of the 
hospitals, they hau no voice in the appointment 
of the committees unless they become £1 sub
scribers. 

:Mr. BROWNE : In Croydon if a man gives 1s. a 
we de and makes up £1, he gets a vote for it. 

Mr. RYLAND : Sometimes the miners at 
Gympie pnt up £2 or £3 or £4, and nominated 
members to represent them, but that was only 
on special occasions. The great mass of the 
people had no say in the election of the members 
of hospital committees, who in some cases were 
no better than they ought to be, and did not 
represent the poor man-the one who, as a rule, 
had to take advantage of the institution. The 
present mode of collecting funds for hospitals 
was simply a sort. of levying blackmail on good
natured men, and he thought the expenses should 
be met by taxation-either general or local. In 
the old country it worked very well under the 
Local Government Act. 

The HoME SECRETARY : Do you advocate that 
system? 

1901-5A 

Mr. RYLAND: He thought it would be 
better to have representation anyway.· The local 
authorities could strike a rate, and that could be 
subsidised by the Government. The hospital 
committee should be elected by the majority of 
the ratepayers. 

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul) did not agree with 
what the hon. member said about hospital 
committees. A certainnnmber of the members 
of the Brisbane Hospital committee were elected 
by the subscribers and a certain number were 
nominated by the Government. Though he haq 
never been a member of a hospital committee, his 
father was chairman of the committee of the 
Brisbane Hospital for many years, and he knew 
that was the practice. It was very difficult, 
even after the Government had nominated their 
number, to get the subscribers to elect their 
members. 

Mr. DuNSl<'ORD : Do they vote by letter? 
Mr. PETRIE : They could vote by proxy. 

They knew in Brisbane that so much interest 
was taken in the matter that they had to go into 

the by-ways and lanes to bring snb 
[7·30 p.m.] scrihers in to e!Pct members for the 

hospital committee. It was easy to, 
get men to serve on boards where there were fees 
paid, but there were no fees for service on the 
committee of the Brisbane Hospital, and it was, 
difficult to get men who would give their time 
and their labour to the work of that committee to 
do the thing properly. He did not think they 
would find any man who bad taken a greater 
interest in hospitals than the hon. member for 
the Logan, Mr. Stodart, who was the chairman of 
the Brisbane Hospital committee, and it was a 
slander on the committee of that institution for· 
the hon. member for Olermont to make the state
ments that he had mn,de. 

Mr. LESISA: I used your own chairman's 
words. 

Mr. PETRIE: The hospital committee had 
to do the best they could with the money that 
was available, and they had very heavy expenses 
to meet. The chairman of the hospital com
mittee wonld be the last man to cnt down any 
man's wages, and as for the nurses, they got 
experience and training in the service of the 
institution, and they had a lot to thank the· 
hospital for. As members of the House, they 
ought to be proud that there was such an institu
tion in Brisbane as the General Hospital. It 
had done a great deal of good work, and he was 
sorry to know that they had members on the 
opposite side of the House who would get np and 
try to disparage the institution. He did not 
believe that the hon. member for Olermont meant_ 
what he had said. 

Mr. LESINA : I said the wages were too low. 
Mr. PETRIE : The hon. member was a 

socialist, and he supposed that in the socialistic 
view the hon. membAr would rnn down any 
institution. He (Mr. Petrie) had got up to pro
tect the Brisbane Hospital, because he had a 
great interest in it, and he did not think there 
was any member of the Honse, or any member 
of the community, who would cavil at the way 
in which that institution was carried on. 

Mr. LESINA: Nobody does. 
Mr. PETRIE : This institution was carried 

on on the best possible lines, anrl the object of 
the committee was to make it one of the grandest 
institutions in Queensland. He hoped the hon. 
member for Olermont and his colleagues would 
put their hands into their pockets and subscribe, 
to it. He believed that those men who had' 
most to say against the Brisbane Hospital were· 
the last to try and do anything to forward it. 

Mr. LESIN A: The hon. mAmberwas suffering· 
from some misconception if he believed that he· 
(Mr. Lesina) had attacked this institution. On. 
the contrary, he had said that it was very ably 
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conducted, and that it compared very favourably 
with institutions of the same character in the 
other colonies. At the same time he thought 
the wages of wardsmen and nurses and the 
hours of labour WE're not what they ought to be. 
In the one case they should be incre"sed, and in 
the other tlH y should be decreased. He had 
quoted the wages mentioned by the chairman of 
the hospital committee, the hon. member, JVIr. 
Stodart, when he spoke on the question last 
year. He had used that hon. gentleman's own 
words, which would be found on pa;,:e 2727 of 
Hansa1·d, vol. lxxxvi. : 1/;-d. an hour for a wards
man for working seventy hours a week-that was 
a nice rate of wages for a man to keep a wife 
and bring up a family upon ! Hon. members 
smiled at the idea. Their troubles about the 
poor man at 2/,rl. an hour! They told the 
electors that they were in favour of high wages, 
but allowed a vote of that kind to go through 
without protest. He protested as strongly as he 
could against men being paid 1~d., 1~d., and 21d. 
an hour for seventy hours' work per week. 

Mr. STODART (Logan) did noL think that 
any member of the Brisbane Hospital committee , 
need feel aggrieved at anything· that had been 
said re•pecting the management of the institu
tion. The whole discussion had centred on the 
rate of wages paid to wardsmen and nurses. As 
he had said last year, the w.ndsmen were paid 
according to merit and len15th of service. 'l'hey 
did not look fur able-bodied men. The man to 
whom the hon. member for Clermont referred 
as receiving 1~d. an hour or 7s. 6d. a week, 
was a man who was taken on out of charitv ou 
account of ill-health. He should be very plea>ed 
to give the hon. member particulars as to the 
wages paid, bnt would much rather that he 
attended a meeting of sub,·crib"s, so that they 
might get a subscription out of him. He took a 
very keen interest in hospital management, and 
was always glad togiveinformation on the subject. 
All he could c:ty \;·as that any case of grievanee 
or complaint or desirA for increased wag-es was 
nlways >,riven due consideration to. '\Yardet s, 
a~ a rule, commenced on 10s. a v. eek ; after six 
months they received 12s. Gd., and aft.ec two 
years 15'. After that they were prcid according 
to merit. In addition they receird two suitA of 
uniform, aud plenty of liberty as to going out. 
The committee were not responsible for the fact 
of a warder being a married mrm. They pre
ferred single men, but if a man was in such 
straits that be desired that kind of employment, 
or so.Jl=!ht it on account of nnt 'being Yt:ry 
strong, there wa·, no r'bjection to employing 
him. The committee had employed warders 
who had left to better themselves in other 
S~ates. Others again had g_;ne to London, and 
having returned here they wf:'re g-lad to rejoin 
the hosnitcl. As for the nurces, he did nut think 
they w'ere b<1dly paid. They worked on an 
average ten and a-half hours a day, and there 
were fifty-eight nf them. Three received £50 a 
year, twenty £40, two £25, four £30, tleven 
£35, and eighteen £15. They werR being 
taught their profession, they attended lectures 
given by the medical Pfficers, passed examina
tiom, -·.nd l1ecame qualified in three years. 

l\1r. GIVE'<"S : Do they get unif, ·rms aleo? 
l\Ir. STODART: Yes, they received uniforms 

also. 'l'hey abo received a fortnight's leave on 
full pay every year, and if tlwy wante<1 further 
leave they got it, but not on full pay, and when 
sick they received full wageo. In the Me lb. urne 
Hospital there were sixteen nur•·es on £.±0, and 
forty on £35; otber:· receiving from £7 10s. to 
£20 a year, but there was this rliffel'ence, th,,t 
they pairl a preminm of £10 each. In the 
Sydney Hospital there were s1xty -four nurses. 
They started at £20 a year and at the end of the 
fourth year received £36 a year. At the last 

meeting of the hospital committee in Brisbane it 
was necessary to call for applications for six 
nurses. There \Yere forty-seven al>Plicants for 
the positions, and a great deal of influence V~-"as 
brought to bear on behalf of the candidates. He 
might mention that among,t them were the 
sisters and relatives of nurses who had .,.!ready 
qualified, and the~e ladies were desirous of going 
through the same course as their friend.. The 
home provided for the nurses was everything 
that could be desired, and the attention they 
received from the medical superintendPnt, so 
far as comfort and amuoement was concerned, 
was creditable to him in every way. Every
thing was done to make a pleasant and happy 
home for them, and he had never heard of any 
discontent from any individual nurse or body of 
nurse'· He was sorry to see the vote reduced 
this year, but at the same time the connnittee 
would do their best to get along with it. They 
found it their duty to assist the Gavernment 
as far as they could, although it would be a 
tight squeeze to pay expense.·,. Owing to the 
increaoed eost of living, the butcher's bill was 
very considerably larger than it used to be, and 
milk and other things had all gone up in price. 
Ko doubt they would have a hard struggle to 
keep their expenses within their means; but 
with a little extra attention, and perhaps by 
devising means in order to get further sub
scribers, they would be able to wind up the year 
as well as they had done heretofore. 

Mr. CURT IS (Rockhw,,pton): During his tem
porary absence from the Chamber he understood 
that some hon. member deemed it necessary to 
challenge the vote for £500 for the Benevoient 
Asylum :tt Hockhampton. He would puint out 
that it was not a Rockhampton matter altogether, 
but rather concerned the whole of the Central 
division, and it therefore appe::red to him that the 
vote was not enough. From what he had heard of 
the management of the institution every 6d. was 
well expended. He understood also that an hon. 
member had interjected during the course of the 
clebate that lcockhampton was not represented 
in the Honce. He thou"ht that was a most 
absurd nnd uncalled for remark, and hardly 
worth taking notice of. 

1\Ir. 'IcnLEY : l'i;at was not said. 
Jl.lr. 0ALln'>.N: Yes it wa ', by ::\Ir. Lesina. 
Jllr. TGHLEY: He said: There is no one to 

speak for Rockhampton. 
Mr. CURTIS: He had not been very well 

to-day, and, however vvell a member was, it 
might be impossible for him to be present in the 
Chamber all through a sitting. At any rate, it 
was mther ungenerous for the hon. member to 
hwe made th •t observatio::t. Everv Central 
men, her wa, ac; mnch interested in t\i:e vote for 
the Rockhan1pton Hon1e as he 'va~, and even the 
hon. member for Clermont might have dffended 
it. He was glad the Hon. the I-Io1ne Secretary 
had sufficient!? ddended it. 

::\Ir. ,JAOKSOK did not altog-ether agrre with 
the contention of the hem. member for \'lermont 
that the ho<pitals •hroughout the colony should 
be entirely State instituti .. ns. His exrerience 
was that the ho''l';tals t,hroughont the colony 
now vvere very wPl1 managed. H~..~ would not 
cle•1l with the qnestion of wages raised by the 

1 bon. 1nember for Clecmont in connection with 
' the Brisbane HospitaL 

:!'iir. LESINA : These employePs are poorly paid 
throughout tha colony. 

1\Ir. J ACKSO:>r : It was quite likely that they 
were poorly paid ; but, a' the hon. member for 
Logan pointed out, the,e employees-the men-
were noL "!way' ub:e-bodied men, and they could 
not expect the usual rate of wages. He had 
noticed a ca'e of that kind in the Ravenswood 
Hospital. There was, howe1·er, something to be 
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so,id for the contention of the hon. Ir,ember for 
'Clermont-that the hospito,ls should be State 
institutions-o,nd that waA, if the whole of the 
money required was found by the Shte, then 
those people who were too me m to contribute 
would be compe!lerl to do so. But that was the 
only argument in hvour of that contention. He 
thought there was a great d<>JJ of benefit to be 
gained by ba ving local comm•ttees to manag-e these 
institutions; but at the Hame time he did not 
think the Go,·ernment exercised their powers 
sufficiently in nominating their repre,entatives 
on these commit:ees, especially in connection 
with up-country hospitals. It might be done in 
connection with the city hospitals. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: The majority of the 
members of the Brisbane Hospital committee are 
nominated by the Government. 

Mr. J ACKSON: He was referring to up
country hospitals. 

The HOME S!WRE'l'ARY : That has not been the 
practice heretofore; but I have gi ;-en instructions 
\.hat at least one Government nominee shall be 
on those committees. 

::VIr. J ACKSON thought that would be an 
advantage. It was frequently found in up
country towns that the hospital corrnnitteeo 
worked in cliques, and the result was dissati<
faction among the public. He did not think 
that it would be a good thing, considering the 
financial state of the colony, for the Government 
to take entire control of all the hospitals and run 
them entirely. He had noticed. especially in 
connection with the hospital at Ravenswood, 
that the members of the committee took a special 
interest in that inst.itution, and the same thing 
.could be said of other country hospital com
mittees. They visited the hospitals continually, 
personally, and investigated any complaints that 
were made. He was quite satisfied that the 
hoHpibls of Queensland would compare favour
ably with any ho«pitals in any of the other 
,col;Jnies. 

Mr. \V. HAC.IILTOX (Grcgory) was very 
sorry that the financi"l condition of the colony 
was ~uch as to nece,,sitate a reduction in the~e 
endowrnents. 

The HoME SEcrtETARY: They will still g~t 
£2 for £1. 

Mr. \V. HA'.\HL'l'ON : He was in hopes that 
they would get " little additional assistance 
this year, especially hospitals in outlying 
districts. The hospital at Buulia had bad to 
close up because, on dCCotmt of the dronght·, the 
-ubscriptions had become so small thac they 
were not able to carr,· on. They could only get 
a medical man to r ,side there by the hospital 
subsidising him, and when the hospital shut up he 
went away, and now there was not a rnedical1nan 
within 230 or 2'10 miles of Boulia. He did not 
know anything about the control of the Brisbane 
Hospital, but be knew that the hospitals in the 
\Vest were very well conducted. He did nut think 
a hospital could be conducted better anywhere. 
He knew that there was almost as much interest 
taken in thcelection of themembcors to the hr"pital 
committee::; in I.Jongroach, f0r in::;lance, as there 
was in the election of members to the Assembly. 
All classes combined to keep the imtitutions 
f{oing. They tesorted to every device to do 
that, and everyone contributed to them as 
liberally as they could. Ht• had visited the 
hospital in his own district many times, and he 
had nevcor heard any complaints there from any
one ~ in fact., the committee were to be cougratu
lated on the way in which they had verfurrned 
their duties, especiaJly as they had a hat d job to 
find the funds to keep the institution going. 
He would like to refer to the remark made 
·by the hon. member for Toornbul, that if hrm. 
members on the Opposition side put their hands 

in their pockets and so helped the hospitals they 
mi;;ht be in a better po"ition than they were. 
Perhaps hon. members un that "ide contributed 

just as largely in proportion to their 
[8 p.m.] means as hem. members on the other 

side. He knew that he had always 
given a< liberally as he could towards hospitals. 
and he thought the remark of the hon. metL,ber 
for Toombnl was uncalled f,Jr. He wished to 
know whether the Ambulance Brigade te~eived 
auy assistance from the State, as he did not see 
it mentioned in the vote? 

The Hmm SEOilETARY : Yes, the} receive the 
&ame as the hospitals. 

::VIr. W. HAMILTOK did not think that any
one would cavil at that. as it was one of the finest 
institutions of 19th century civilisation. He 
had seen the work of the brigade, anrl it was " 
splendid thing to see how speedily they came to 
the aid of anyone. who was injured. They 
should be encourag-ed in every way pQssible. 

Mr. :;'{F,WELL ( Woothakata) would like to 
know whether it was the intention of the Govern
ment to subsidise all contributions to hospitals at 
the rate of £2 for £1. The people workin;;- in the 
Ohillagoe district contributed so much out of 
their earnings for the Chillagoe Hospital, and 
he understood that their employers subsidised 
those contributions, the whole amount being 
given as a donation to the hospital; but the 
hospital only received endowment at the rate of 
£1 for £1 on those contributions. ~ow. when 
pe0ple contributed their Get, or ls., or 2s., or 5s., 
they had just as much right to get £2 for .£1 
endowment as contributors of 10s., or £1, or £5. 
He trusted the Home Secretary would see the 
matter put right. He ha cl had bO!He little hesi
tation when he had spoken on the matter before, 
but he had since found out that tbey only 
received £1 for .£1. · 

The HOME SECRETAR:i: The hon. mAm
ber had touched upon oue of the most difficult 
que>;tions they had to deal with in regard to 
i:ltate subsidies to hospitals. It was known to 
hon. members th:1t in Queens];u;J hoopitals were 
1nore Iibcr<·lly Nnbsidi~ed than iu any other 
State in Australacia. ln other States they 
manag d to get alone; on a very much smaller 
Buhsidy--gcnuolly £1 for £1 on all subscrip· 
tions, \vhet~:er for bnildi11g pnrpa~es ur for rnain
tennnce--v·hile in Queen,land the StB,te con
tributed £1 for .£1 on building fund ,,ubscrip
tlons, and £2 fol' £1 nn xnaintenu.nce snb.:-:crip
tions. His own !tdpre,sion had a hi clYS been that it 
should be rather the reverse, but that '"as merely 
by the way. It would certainly lead to the •~stab
lishment of more hcspitals and to the improve
ment and extension of bospitals gener •. lly if they 
were to make the subsidy, say, £1 10s. all round. 
In connection with the point raised by the brm. 
member fnl' \Voothakata, he would like to men
tion the case of the TorrH Strait Hospital, "t 
Thur .. iay l oland, which was principally main
tained by the very small percentage which was 
Jeducted undet tbe Pearl Shelling .Act frmn the 
wo.ges of those engaged in the pearling industry. 
H> did not Fuppose that a.nyone complained of 
the con1pnlsory deductions frorn their \V~tgPs, but 
the an1ount received in that. way 'vas ~·o consider
able that the hospital was, as a rule, very largely 
in fundo. In some years uo subsidy bud been 
granted for the Birnp1e reason that the h(lspjtal was 
. ccumulatin.~ Lmds unnect-~sarily. Pri(Jr to ~dH 
taking ofl:ice as Home: :Secret,,ry no subsidv JJod 
hPPU paid fur .... couple of years and wb'en he 
visited the ho,pitai thev vere corning to the end 
(,£ their tet he1' in rP;,a rd to surpln.s funds, and, 
u11der th·3 circtnnst,anct- ,, he felt justified in 
sanctiouing a special grant-which WN1lrl not 
come to anything like· the subsidy which was paid 
to other hospitals on their subscriptions-for 
the erection of some extra bt1ilding w hi eh was 
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required, and which was slightly beyond their 
means. On a system like that, a hospital 
could almost be run without any subsidy at all. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY : Then you should lessen 
the contributions. 

The HOM:BJ SECRETARY: That was what 
he wa' saying should be done. Sometimes for 
a year or two at a time no subsidy was paid. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY: ::'~ot the subsidy-but 
the contributions from the poor beggars who 
have to find the money. 'Why should they be 
put on ·' different footing to e>·eryone else? 

The H_QME SECRETARY thonghtthe svstem 
was a fairly r~·ood one, and he was convinced that 
if thev had a law by which all wage-earners over 
a certain smn were obliged to contribute a very 
small percentage of their wages in the way in 
which it was done in connection with the Torres 
Strait Hospital, and in the way it was sometimes 
done in connc·ction with railway contracts, and 
sometimes in mines, hospitals with half the sub
sidy they were now receiving would be in an in
finitely more flourishing condition than they were 
at the present time. He did not think that the 
people who used the hospitals contributed as a 
rule. There '•'as a number of persons who were 
of a benevolent and liberal dit<position, and the 
burden of lonl contributions fell largely on 
them ; and there wae a very large proportion of 
men who would be no lo,ers by such an arrange
ment, but would be great gaimTs. Hospitals 
were availed of to a larger extent by wage-
earners than by other persons. · 

Mr. Grn;~s: They contribute very brgely, 
too. 

The HO :VIE SECRETARY: In some districts 
they did. The pnint raised by the hnn. member 
was that where a certain amount was deducted 
from the waf(es of men, they naturally expected 
that they should receive the benefit of the 
hospital without question. It then became noth
ine; more or leh') than a benefit society, to the 
fund., of which the State contributed two-thirds, 
though the Sta.te contributed nothing to the 
funds of any nther friendly S<)ciety. There wa.< 
one hospital in the State-he believed there was 
more than one, c.nd he was going to have it 
altered-that had a provision in the rules that 
any per.'on contributing should be entitled to 
the full benefits of the hospital should he become 
sick, without having to make any declaration 
that he was unable to l"'Y· That was a most 
barefaced way of runni:;g a friendly society at 
the expenso of the Rtnte. Having regard to the 
ea,•B with which hospitals could be maintained 
under the ·'Y"tem mentioned by the hon. member 
for VVo(Jthakata, be prop~1se -: that Cllntributi.ons 
made in tha.t way should be endowed only at the 
rate of £1 for £1. 

Mr. GrVENS: A very invidious diRtinction. 
The HOME SECRETARY: It seemed to 

him that it was a perfectly fair thing to do, 
because there was a tacit understanding in all 
tbuse cases that the person contributing was 
entitled a' a matter of right to the privileges of 
the hospital. 

Mr. GTVENS : So is every poor person, 
The HOMJ<~ SECRETARY: But some of 

thoee persons from whose wage' deductions were 
made were not poor. In one case on the Central 
line there was a considerable amount of difficulty 
in connection with this deduction. He then 
partially arrived at the conclusion-and the 
opinion he formed then had since been confirmed 
-that the only practicable way to deal with the 
question, failing legislation, was the one he had 
mentioned, that was, making the subsidy .£1 for 
.£1, and he had decided that the hospital at 
Thursday Island should receive only .£1 for .£1 
as a regular thing. A hospital was supposed to 
pay its way and have a small balance to work 
on; it was not supposed to have a large credit 

b<tlance earning interest as a result of accumu
lated subscriptions and endowment. \V hen these· 
cr~clit b:.lances had accumulated in that way 
hospital committees had looked round to see 
what they could do with the money, and pro
ceeded to extend their buildings, and so evaded' 
the conditions which applied to subsidies for 
buildings by paying for their buildings out of 
money" two-thirds uf which-instead of half
had been contributed by the State. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON (Cook): He had always 
contended-and he had endeavoured more than. 
once to cause the Home Secretary to come to his 
way of thinking-that it was unfair that the 
contributions relating to the Thursday Island 
Hospital, because they were compuleory, should 
not be subsidised in tbf' same wav as the contri
butions to other hospitals. He was glad to say 
that the position of the hospital had been 
generally good. The Government had, on 
several occasions, given them grants, but be did 
not see why they should be put on a different 
footing from any other hospital. If they were 
put on the same footing as others, they would be 
able to make better hospital arrangement< and 
provide more conveniences. At present they 
had to be extremely economical, because they 
hod to depend upon their own contributions. 
He had objected to that year after year, and he 
thought it "as most unfair. 

Mr. BRO\VNE : The Home Secretary had 
given more arguments than anyone in favour of 
the complete State control <•f hospitals. He 
pointed out the difficulties connected with the 
prrsent system, and said it would be a very 
good thing to get some way of compelling every
one to contribute something towards the 
hospitaLl. The way to make every man and 
woman contribute was to have a special hospital 
tax, and let the Government administer that tax. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: \Vho would be entitled 
to the benefits then? 

MEoiBERS of the Opposition: Everybody. 
The HmiE SECRE~'ARY : That is just the diffi

culty. 
1\Ir . .1:\ROWNE : He did not see that there 

would be any more difficulty in that regard than 
there was under the present svstem. If at thE' 
present time the State contributed two-thirds 
to the maintenance of hospitals, could not the 
State instead of paying that one-third contribute 
the whole lot, and aC.minister the hospitals 
itself? 1'\o one advocated for a moment that 
the State m taking control in that way should 
abolish the whole of the committees. His 
suggestion was that the committees should be 
elected as they were now, or by the ratepayers, 
or by the electors on the electoral rolls. Every
one knew the pious frauds that were always 
being attempted on behalf of the hoapital,. He· 
hac! always taken an inter.<·~t in hospitals, and 
he knew men on hospital committees-honour
able and honest men-who would not do a dis
honest action to benefit themselves-who would 
do almost anything to get an extra pound or two 
from the Gmernment for the hospitals. 

The HOME SECRETARY: \V e are constantly 
trying to bowl them out, and very successfully, I 
am happy to say. 

Mr. BROWNJ<~: That was the curse of the 
present system. The men who were on hospital 
committees, if they could devote the whole of 
their time to the management of the institutions, 
in looking after improvements, and so forth,. 
would be able to do a great deal more good to the 
community than they were able to do now, 
when they had to concentrate so much attention 
on the question of raising funds. With regard 
to the Brisbane Hospital, he thought it was
an admirable institution; but some of the 
business men and leading citizens of Brisbane· 
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"'ught to feel ashamed of their contributions to 
the support of that institution. Let anyone 
take a subscription list of the Brisbane Hos
pital, and a subscription list of the hospital in 
any of the country towns, and they would see 
that in every country town or mining township 
every business man in the place and every miner 
looked upon their annual subscription to the 
hospital as one of their regular current expenses. 
If, however, they took Queen street from one 
end to the other, they would find gaps among 
the business men there who did not contribute to 
the Brisbane HospitaL If this system were 
abolished altogether, and the State supplied the 
whole money by putting a special tax on eYery 
man in the community, it would be much better. 
They would still be able to get good men to work 
on the hospital committees, and the hospital 
corntnittees would not have to resort to all those 
little tricks and frauds which they adopted now, 
in order to get money for the .hoopitals. So long 
as the present system continued thev would be 
bound to have these things occurring. 

Mr. GIVENS ( Caoirns) desired, in common with 
the hon. member for Woothakata, to enter his 
protest against the invidious treatment of the 
hospital at Chillagoe. I£ they took the weekly 
subscriptions from the workmen's wages for this 
hospital, they would come to just as much as the 
subscription of a guinea or two a year which 
business men might make. 

The HOME SECRETARY: You know Yery well 
that haif the amount would not be collected. 

Mr. GIVEJ'\S: He was not quite sure of that, 
even if the position taken up by the Home Secre
tary was the correct one. The claim to assist
ance from the State by a hospital in a new 
place was all the greater because of the larger 
amount that had to be raised locally to build 
and equip the institution, and because there w «S 

a smaller community to bear it. To make any 
distinction was very unjust and very unfair. 
Why should an institution of this kind be 
deprived of the usual subsidy-why should it be 
singled out? 
. T~e J!Oli!E SECRETARY : It is not one particular 
mstl tut10n. 

Mr. GIVENS: There were other districts 
where railway works werE' going on, and where 
deductions were made from the wage" of work
men for the support of hospitals. \Vas exactly 
the same system followed in connection with 
them? 

The HOME SECRETARY : In some, and I intend 
to make it uniform. 

Mr. GIVENS: In most of these places there 
were old settled districts with hospitals already 
established. Was not there a hospital at Glad
stone and one at N erang? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Where is the hospital 
at Nerang? 

Mr. GIVENS: There was one in the district 
to which the contributions would be made. 
In this i~sta:lCe, however, there was no hospital 
1': tb_e d1stnct before, and it was. a far-away 
distnct, where there were great difficulties in 
getting a hospitaL HP quit8 agreed with the 
opinion expressed by some hon. member.s that 
they would have no satisfactory system of hos-

pital management until the State 
[8·30 p.m.] took over the entire control. At 

the present time the State contri
buted two-thirds of the funds, and had a very 
small band !n the management, but by adopoing 
the plan whwh had been suggested more efficiency 
would be secured, an<l a hcrge number of people 
who now contributed nothing would be com
pelled to subscribe. It had been on two or three 
occasions thrown across the Chamber that mem· 
bers on his side did not contribute to charitable 
institutions. It was said recently by the Secretary 

for Railways that no one ever saw his (Mr. 
Givens's) name on a subHcription list for the Bris
bane HospitaL That was <1 uite true, but it was 
manifestly unfair to mention it, because hon. 
members had to contribute to the hospital in 
their own districts, and perhaps to more than 
one, while members reprc;;enting metropolitan 
constituencies merely gave their guinea or two, 
had their names advertised, and were then able 
to point out how charitable they were. He was 
perfectly satisfied that, in !Jroportion to their 
aggregate incorne, nleinbGrs on his side sub
scribed more largely to hospitals than members 
on the other side, a:Hi he knew of one hon. 
member wbo subscribed to nu le's than five of 
thuse institutions. His experience had been 
that the outside hospitals were generom ly sup
ported, and he believed the poor people sub
scribed more in proportion to their income than 
the wealthy people. It might be said that it was 
they who used the hospitals most. That was qnite 
true, but it was an enorrnous advantage to those 
who employed large numbers of workmen to 
have an institution like a hospital to take charge 
of those who were sick or injured. It was an 
especial advantage to wealthy people to have 
hospitals established to counteract the effect of 
epidemic diseasPs which would otherwise sweep 
off the wealthy people themselves. He desired 
again to enter his emphatic protest against the 
treatment accorded to the Chillagoe Hospital. 
The wages of Ss. a day were none too large, in a 
district where the cost of living was high, for a 
man to support himself and family upon, and 
the people, whm they fell sick, had a perfect 
right to be treated in the hospitaL He main
tained that upon every ground the Home t:lecre
tary wao not treating that hospital fairly. 

Mr. SMITH (Bowen) could bear out the state
ment of the leader of the Opposition in regard to 
the liberal manner in which hospitals in the 
outside districts were supported. He knew of a 
case some years ago in which the owner of the 
Papuan Claim on Charters Towers had contri
bllted to the hospital so much from every ounce 
of gold obtained from the mine, which came to a 
very considerable sum in the year. He was sorry 
to see the vote reduced, but no doubt if the sub
scriptions proved to be larger than the estimate 
the Home Secretary would subsidise them, even 
though he exceeded the amount of £62,000. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : Certainly, I must. 
Mr. SMITH: According to the amount the 

committees raised so the Government subsidised 
these institutions, and he thought these com
mittees were doing very excellent work through
out the length and breadth of the colony. They 
took a great deal of pains and trouble without 
pay in order to carry on these institutions in the 
begt possible way, and he thought they.deser':ed 
g-reat consideration for the manner m whwh 
they carried out their duties. He hoped that if 
necessary the Home Secretary would not hesitate 
to increase the subsidy. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He had already 
explained that this amount had been placed on 
the Estimates with a view that the contributions 
this year will be less than they were last year_ 
The whole question of subsidy depended on the 
contributions by the public. If the sum on the 
Estimates this year was not sufficient, a sum 
would be placed on the Supplementary Estimates 
next year; the subsidy of £2 for £1 must be 
met. ·with regard to the in vidions distinction 
alleged to have been made in connection with the 
Chillagoe Hospital, the inYidiousness was entirely 
different to what the hon. member for c~irns 
imagined. It had been the fJr,,ctice heretofore 
not to endow such contributions at all. The ban. 
member had mentioned the Kerang line, where a 
fund had been established by a deduction from 
the wages of the men engaged on that line, 
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They paid a certain a mount out of their 
wage, as was usual wl1ere accidents were likely 
to happen and where men were scattered along a 
line. Yet it might be neceHsary for some of 
these men to be brought into the hospital, and 
as there was a surnlus from the fund in this case 
the con tractor or' the engineer in charge for· 
warned to the Brisbane H os pi tal £10, but that 
was refused on the ground that where a fund 
was established in that way it was not fair 
for the hospital to make it p wt and parcel of 
the fund of the friendly societies establisher! on 
the N erang line. Therefore the money was 
ultimately returned to the eng·ineer with the 
intimation that it .. houlrl re kept, and a ledger 
account would be opened fer paid pa:ients to 
be sent from that line to the hospitaL That 
wa:; the proper thing eo do. But there were 
many difficulties in the way, and he thought 
they might try the experiment. It had b:_en 
tried at 'I'hnr rlay I,]anrl nnd at Chii!agoe, and 
he propnsecl to subsidi .... e contribuU'1ns by 
£1 for £1. This hnd not hereto· 
fore been given. The Ton·es Scrait Ho,pital 
for years had not receive.! 'my subsidv at all. 
The whole thing v·,, brit.tling v•ith difficulties, 
anrl it wa' 'very difficul!" matter nn which to 
arrive :\t a proper conclusiun, .:.nd he only desired 
to dn -·~he correct th1nf!~not to cl hos1 Jital 
to accuno.t:.L'~-te fund~, \-mt to d'o all 
that was reqnlrul Uy 
district. If they did that-, the object of these 
h<Y pitals would be atto,incd, subs1dy or no 
subsidy. 

l\1r. GIVE~s: The t\''0 C'1 Sr ~ are not on all~ 
four'· 

The I-IGl\IJ~ 
tire]y on all-fours. 
wnulrl allcm th0 
a.pol1;£.dse to the 
occupied, buc he ba<l been askerl for certain 
infonnation, and h0 cnu1d onlv b8 exl, . .::nted tq 
give it and in a s:-tti,c:faetDry n1a~nm.', ':rherPfore 
he \\nu1d absolve hirm;:plf fron1 having wa-,ted 
any time. 

.Mr .. RYLAND did not agree with deducting 
anythmg from the wag: s of workmen in the way 
suggested by the Home Secretary. 

The HmrE SECilETARY: There is no proposal 
to that effect yet. 

1\:Ir. RYLAND: He protestPd against any
thing of that sort now, because it might come in 
the futur~. The working man was taxed quite 
enough through the Customs, and he should not 
be asked to contribute in tbis way towards the 
snpport of these instHutions. Their wages 
should not be commandeered in this way. It 
was said that in some cases miners contributed 
so much per oz. to the hospitals, but he did not 
think the Mount Morgan Company did much in 
that way. They took Gd. per week off the men. 
These requirements should be met in the same 
way as other requirements were met. Let the 
State support the hospitals, and let there be 
a broader fr,.,nchise in connection with the 
election of hospital committees. He said noth
ing againet these committees, but he thought 
it would be better to have a broader-an 
universal franchise in these cases. He did not 
believe in the proxies in connection with hospital 
committees, for two or three men got together 
and they sat down over a glass of wine, and by 
the proxies they gathered they dirl what they 
liked. That was not right, and he thought the 
Home Secretary should give some attention to 
the matter. In connection with the Thursday 
Islanrl Hospital he objected to the enforced 
contributions, even though the people who con
tributed in that manner were aliens. They 
should have the same rights when they came into 
this country as everyone el~e. 

1IE~IBERS on the Government side : Hear," 
hear! 

Mr. RYLAND: Why should their wages bf.' 
"c1:n1mandeered ''? 

The Ho}JE SECRETAHY: Hear; hear! 
Mr. RYLAN D : The hon. gentleman did not 

appear to know tha.t he was raising a grave ~on
stitutional question. The ,J ap ".nesP, as a natwn, 
were on friendly terms with the British Empire, 
ann they would hardly st:>nd their countrymen 
being imposed upon, and debarred from exercis
ing the rights and privileges of citizens of this 
State. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CAMPBELL (11foreton): The remarks of 
the hon. member for Gym pie were mther amusing. 
He seemed to know a great deal about the way in 
·which 1:nen1bers of hospital cornrnittees were 
elected. He spoke 0f its being done over a glass 
of \vint>J and that sort of thing. He \vondered 
whether that was the method adopter! in com
mandeering the electoral chims in the Glaclskne 
district-whether a glass ,,f wine came in there. 

~\[r. RYLAXD : Or in the C,1mbooya case. 
Mr. CAMP BELL: He was at one with hon. 

members on the other side with rq·ard to the 
deplorable apathy on the part of the public 
generHlly in l'egnrd to snb~cribing to hospitals~ 
As a rnmnber of the C(JD1n1jttee of the Bri bane 
HoSJ•ital, he knew ·•f the gr.·at difficulty that 
\Vas f'Xllerienc:;d in finding the ·wher''\Vitha.l to 
keep the inetit11tion ;ning. Tlv~ instit.ntion was 
one which received patients from all parts of the 
cnlony, and the corrnnitter.! expected contribution"' 
fron1 places outsid BrisL,tnP ; hut at the same 
time he was quite willirw to ndmit that Brisbane 
did not do itR dntv hv the indtitntion. Hr? was 
sorry to hrar the s'tat8ment of th~--! Home Seore
turv with reg-ard i o ,vhat he c~dled "Pnforcerl 
co1;tributinns," and what the hon. rr1emher for 
li-yn1piE c:tlled "con1rrw~deering rnen's wages.'' 
So far as the Brisbane Hospital was concerned, 
th:lt pl'inciple l1ad bePn in vogne for sorne consider~ 
able time. ~ Certain firm' in Brisbane~- including 
his own-h"-d worked on that principle for some 
years. At a meeting of his firm's employee& 
held snme years ago it was determined that that 
waR the only wa:~ of getting fair contributions 
from the employees. The employees found 
themselves that thde were some of their number 
who did not subccribe when it was a purely 
voluntary matter, although they were well able 
to do so. Through absolute meanness they would 
not pay anything. Of course, many of them 
belonged to friendly societies, and they main
tained that that was sufficient for them. 

The H01m SECRETARY: Those societies do not 
get subsidies. 

Mr. OAMPBELL: Some of them refused to 
subscribe to the hospital because they were 
members of friendly societies. And, while on 
that subject, be might say that frequently mem
bers of friendly societies went into the hospital, 
and, although they paid nothing towards .the 
funds of the hospital, they were at the same trme 
drawing funds from their society. That was a 
very bad practice, and when there was a body of 
employees it was only fair that some contribu
tion should be asked from them. The argument 
from the other side was that the State should 
control and support the hospitals, but he was. 
opposed to that principle, because he believed that 
they should encourage people to be generous and 
to assist others who were less fortunate than them
selves. There was another matter in connection 
with the "commandeering" the hon. member for 
Gympie had spoken about. He stated that the 
unfortunate men who subscribed had n<' repre~ 
sentation or voting power. \Vel], a" far as Bris
bane wn s concerned, he knew that in many cases 
that was not so. Many firms held meetings of 
their employees at which a certain number of 
their men were appointed to vote. In the case 
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of his firm there were about a d0zen of their 
men who were elected as subscribers on behalf of 
the whole body, and they exercised the power to 
vote, and other firms did the snme. He only 
hoped. th.at th~ Home Secretary would treat 
subscnptwns ot that kind on the same basis as 
ordinary subscriptions and would pay the same 
subsidy upon them. 

Mr. GrvENS : He can get over it if he likes. 
Mr. KER:tl (Bc,·coo) thought that the hon. 

member fo~ ::\1oreton had given some very strong 
arguments m fanlUr of hospit~]s being run by the 
State. He had made a st,,tement about me:n
bers of fnendly societies. On behalf of members 
of frieLdly "ocieties he desired to sav that there 
were a very large number of them in ·Queensland 
and th<t~ they had madc> provision for doctor~ 
and med1n! <tttendance for tbemselv '· He h:ul 
be~n " member '!f .a friendly society for over 
th1rty. years, and 1f ,'t were not for the friendly 
socretJes. t~ere wct:ld be <> grecct many more 
people Itl ohe hosp!ca]s than there .vere at the 
!Jreoent time. He knew of men who had applied 
to be treated at the hospital, ""had been stated 
'?Y the .hon. mernber for lY1CJretnn, a:nrl \Vho were 
1n receipt. of " sick pay" fron1 fri,.;ndly societie2, 
but. that mck pay"';'"' necess cry for the support ,,f 
thm: farmhes. When they made Lpp!iC" ttion tc> 
get Into tr~e general ho~pital they were refnsed 
bee they were wmnber0 of fr~endly ~ocletL- ..:, 
and was one l'€1..·.-,n why friendly E=ocieties 
;vel'e endeavouring to gee a h{;spital of tbeif 
f'h; hon .. member for ;}fmeton ,t<t~ed the,t 
,oe!1ered In pbople h.:']pin~ th8ln'Jelve.-; and not 
omn.g :1. burden. upon llther people, aud thaJ;; wa.s 
a P~"m.uplc whiCh "f\S believed m by friendly 
somet1e~. The argnnH:nt which had taken p1ace 
on the vote had been altogether in farour of the 
Stair taldnc:r over the hof'pil als. By that means 
everyone ·would have to contribute, and if, as 
the .lt-tder of tfle Oppo,ition suggested, a 
hosp1tal tax was nnpo,ed upon everyone in the 
colony it would fall upon each oi>e equally. 
~ho Home Secretary asked hy wny of interjec
tiOn whethm: they won! cJ allow each one to <;o 

mto the hospital. Certainly they 
[9 p.m.] would. There were many people in 
. . t~e StatP who were memhcrs of 

frwn:Jly socwtiH, <tnd who never went into" public 
ho'p~tal. · The hon. member for Toombul seemed 
t? thiJ?k that beca:use memberc on the Opposition 
s1de d1~ not contn.bute to the Bfisbane Hospital 
they d1d n'>t contrllmte ro any hospital. He did 
not want. to say wh<>t members on his side did, 
but hen;1g-ht menti~n, speaking- for himseif, that 
he contnbuted to five hospitals in his district
four already in existence and one about to be. 
Whe'_l members representing '\V estern electorates 
co_ntnb.uted to the hospitals in their own dis
tr:cts, rt was too much to expect them to con
trllm t.e to the Brisbane Hospital. If the State 
took over the control of all the hospitals it would 
be much better for the people. 

Mr. LESINA asked why the vote for the 
female refuge, Brisbane, had been left off this 
year? 
Th~ HO;}~E SEC~ETAHY: He had already 

explamed, m movmg the vote, that it was 
because the annual grant wa~ considered unneces
sary. 

Mr. J:;ESI~ A .agr~ed ~hat it was unnecessary, 
seemg tnat this m•htutwn had a credit balance 
of £5,000 or £6,000. There was £200 down for 
the. indus~rial ho~e "t 1\ ormanby Hill, an insti
tutiOn whJCh earned onlaundrv work and which 
did work last year amounting to £670. On 
account of the subsidy they received from Govern
men.t,. these institutions were ab! to do washing 
at r1d1culous rates-from h. "dozen-and thus 
come into unfair competition wit,b widows and 
others who took in washing in orclec to maintain 

those depending on them; and the persons who 
were subjected to that unfair competition were 
driven to ask the State for assistance. Where 
State assistance was given to these institutions, 
the Government should exercise some control over 
the expenditure of the funds. There w<ts the 
vote of £3,b00 distributed amongst<> number of 
"Little Pedlington" societit·s, <tnd the Govern
ment subsidised another charity urbanisation for 
iuoking after the other sub.sidised ir>"titutions. 
It wa.,-the rnm;t gigantlc mo:1ument to Govern~ 
ment incompetence imaginable. As he h<td 
already shown, one institution gave <>way £1:1 in 
relief, and spent £159 in giving it away. '.!'hat 
was the sort of thing that made the average 
man curse luridly. As the leader of the Opposi
tion h<td pointed out, there was only one way 
out nf the difficulty, and th<tt was to make these· 
inst.itutions State institutions. If a hospital t<>x 
were imposed upon the community for the es
tablishment and nuintenance of hospitals, the 
whole charge would fall on the community 
directly, allfl they would be paid for once and 
for ever; under the present system, first they 
paid £12,000 per annnn1 to the Brisbane Hos
pit<>l, ,ne! then the hospibol nny,es nncl others 
collected n1orwy all over t.he cr)mn1unity, and 
thn~ the t rnnn1unity paid c•,tl1 ,id- n1.bly rr1orf' than 
if there was one direct tax. Xo doubt the argu
ments u~;ed to-night against State hospitals were 
usbl year,-; ago a.gainst State lunatic asv}umfl.. 
The n1ost rerna.rkab1e a1 .umenb w-ed. if it~ could 
be dignified hy the nanH:'· uf n'.:£Ull1tnt, WHS thRt 
\Vhich vvas USE: J Oy the hnn. lYl ,-m ber :lor M ort·ton,. 
l\Ir. Cn,1np~elL He tid th ,t if you n1ade thege 
hospital~, which were alrercdy two-thirds State 
institntions; entirely St<:re institutions, you 
would de,t.roy the philanthropic spirit of the 
pnb1ic. I-low conld th~) prtssing of ~1 n Act of 
Parlis.n1ent aift'ct or destroy the sentiments i:n 
f::tvunr of philanthropy or the sent:1nu.7nt.q of 
benevolence? liow con 1d an ..L\_ct r•f Parliainent 
dest,roy those lovable trait', in t'Je human char, 
acter? The t::~nten1ent wa~ ab~urd, and it was 
remukable that the hon. memhm" should made 
snch a statement. rrn,ke the Norman by in.:-~titu
tion. It appeared thnt the neighbours cmn
plaincd of th,, screaming- nf children in the shed 
m which they were pla~ed while the mothers 
'\Vere engaged elsewhere doing ·work. The ~ame 
complaint wa' made about the fen,ale institu
tion in Turbot street. It appeared that the 
mothers in the ?\ormanby home, who had 
"lover! not wisPly but too well," were sepa
rated from their children during their w<>rking 
hours, and the children were kept in " shed 
where they we!e l<>oked after by someone. Th<tt 
was done so that the last half-ounce of work 
could be extmcted from the mothers, be1;ding 
over sloppy tubs all d<>y. But of course this was 
done for phil<>nthropic purposes-very likely for 
the purpose of convincing these fem<>les of the error 
of their ways. A girl who made an error, or who 
had "loved not wisely but too well," who had 
to enter one of these institutions, was employed 
at laundry work, for which she never received 
a pennyworth of payment, though she might 
work from G o'clock in the morning until the 
sun went down. Then she was allowed to go to 
a nnternitv home, and 01fter ,·.he returned she 
stayed in one of these institutions for six months 
to earn sufficient to pay the cost of her keep. 
At the end nf six months she took her child 
with her, and if she got any clothes they were 
given in charity; but she received no pay
ment for the work she had clone. In one of 
these institutions he noticed by the b<tlance
sheet that the laundry work done Hmounted to 
£G4fl 15s, ld. That was out of a total of 
£1,G24 which had passed through the hand.; of 
the institution in the previnus year, bnt not a 
penny of that money was paid to the girls, and 
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£200 of the public money was paid to that 
institution. Such a system was infamously 
wrong, and for the hon. member for ]I,Ioreton to 
say that to disturb that state of things would be 
to destroy the sent1ment of uenevolence, was 
simply "baying at the moon.'' It was neither 
logic nor argument ; it was simply a bald state
ment made, the Lord only knew for what 
reason. But the average man, if he thought 
over the matter, nmst come to the conclusion 
that if institutions of this kind were taken over 
by the State, they would be conducted to the 
ad vantage of the community. Some of these 
institutions weru nothing more or better than 
gaols. He knew one which he had recently 
visited, and which received a subsidy, which was 
.exactly like a gaol. 

The HOME SECRETARY : \Vhich one is that ? 
Mr. LESI::'<A: He would indicate it before 

be sat down. Every window was boarded up, 
and 1t was surrounded by a big iron fence, and 
the girls were not allowed to go out. Ten of the 
girls recently escaped by climbing over the fence 
by way of a protest against the conditions pre
vailing on the place. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : Do you say that that 
is subsidised by the State? 

Mr. LESINA: Yes, it had been subsidised by 
the State. 

The HmiE SECRETAHY: Is it one of those insti
tutions which are subsidised now? 

.Mr. LESINA: No, it was not one on the list, 
but it was a sample of the institutions he was 
dealing with, and it was just as well--

The CHAIRMAN: I have already ruled that 
the hon. member cannot deal with an institution 
that is not provided for in this vote ; and if the 
l:!on. member persists in defying the Chair, I shall 
have to take some other action. 

Mr. LESINA: He said such institutions 
should not be permitted as they were at the 
present. t~me to absorb the public money, and 
expend 1tm thew,tythatthey did. TheN ormanby 
instit~tior;, w~ich he. had named, was a type of 
these mst1tutwns whwh the State subsidised 
and there was an unspecified vote which covered 
them. 

The HoME SECRE1'ARY: Not such home3 as 
that, not one of them. 

Mr. LESINA: These institutions were practi
cally prisons. They paid the girls who entered 
them no wages for the work they did, and after 
six months drafted them out with a baby in their 
arms, and not a penny in their pocket. This 
state of things called for reform, and the debate 
which had taken place should show the Govern
ment that the time was now ripe for the State 
taking over these philanthropic institutions and 
making them State institutions. They were 
governe~ by the State and supported by the 
commumty, and every member of the com
munity bad a right to enter them if thev so 
willed. There was no loo-ical argument that 
could. be. use.d against th; complete control of 
such mstJtutwns by the State. In the library 
wa": to . be. found a work dealing with the 
natwnahsatwn of public health in which the 
writer argu~d very ably and cl~verly that the 
?are. of pubhc health, ~ither in hospitals or other 
mst1tutwns, wns a natiOnal necessity and should 
be under the control directly of the s'tate. Such 
a syst~m .of ?ealing with their hospitals and 
o~her .mstJt?tJOns ~vould be a big stride in the 
dJrectJO;> ?f 1mprovm1< the happy-go-lucky system 
of admmistermg rehef which existed at the 
present time. 

Mr: Mc:I?ONNELL (Fortitude Valle11) : While 
agreemg w1th some of the remarks of the hon. 
member fur Clermont, he could not help think
ing tbat his statements were rather broad and 
far reaching in regard to a number of the insti
tutions they were discussing. 

Mr. LESTNA : I did not refer to all of them. 
Mr. McDONNELL: The hon. gentleman did 

not make any exceptions. He knew of some of 
those institutions which were doing particu
larly good and noble work, and were a great 
benefit to the community at large. He thought 
the money expended by the State upon them 
was money well spent. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: None better. 
Mr. McDONNELJ_, : At the same time he 

knew there were ~~ome of them, and one in par
ticular referred to by the hon. member for Cler
mont, in which undoubtedly the generosity of 
the State had been much abused, ancl he was 
glad to see that the Government had recognised 
that fact by omitting the subsidy from the 
Estimates. He rose particularly to ask the 
Home Secretary if he received reports from the 
subsidised institutions, showing the work they 
performed during the year, and how the money 
was disbursed. He understood that some of 
them issued annual reports, but he was not sure 
whether they reached the Home Secretary's 
Department. He thought all such institutions 
receiving Government aid should send in their 
reports to the Home Secretary. 

The HOME SECRJ<JTARY : He received re
ports from all the institutions. He was glad to 
find at least one member on the other side had 
something good to say of the philanthropic work 
that was being done . 

Mr. BROWNE : Is that not rather rough? 
The HOME SECRETARY: No, he thought 

not. The hon. member had been out of the 
Chamber while his friend the member for Cler
mont had indulged in his diatribes against phil
anthropic institutions generally which receive 
Government aid, and:no member on that side had 
protested. He regretted that the hon. gentle
man was not in his place-possibly he might 
have had some controlling influence over the 
hon. member, who had nothing but abuse for the 
splendid and noble work which the hon. member 
for :b'ortitude Valley said those institutions were 
doing. 

Mr. LESINA: I object to the bad half-the 
sweating of girls. I will denounce it anywhere. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He contended 
that they were doing splendid work, and he had 
his opinion about the hon. member's denuncia
tion. He should know that something had gone 
wrong if the hon. member ceased to denounce 
him. 

Mr. DuNSFORD : The fact is that you stopped 
the subsidy in one case because you did not 
approve of the way in which the institution was 
being carried on. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem
ber was entirely wrong. The hon. member for 
Clermont gave one reason for that which was 
sufficient-that was, that that particular institu
tion was in a very alf\uent srate. The whole of 
its fnnds, however, would he required for ex
tending its buildings when it had to move from 
its present site. The work done by the institu
tions which had been vilified by the hon. mem
ber fur Clermont was the best and purest 
philanthropy that could be imagined. The 
unfortunates who were unable to help them
se! ves wera helped to a better life, and the 
homes were under the supervision of ladies who 
devoted their lives to that work, and who 
deserved the best thanks of the community for 
the work which they were doing for the com
munity. He was glad to find that the hon. 
member for Fortitude Valley had a good word 
for those institutions, which, a"' any unprejudiced 
person would a~mit, were doing splendid work. 

:Yir. BROW::'IE agreed with a great deal of 
what the Home Secretary lmd said, bnt it was 
unfair of him to cast a slur on the whole of the 
members of the 0 pposition when he really only 
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referred to one member. He did not agree with 
a great deal of what the hon. member for Cler
rnont said, but at the same time he thought 
Ministers would have a big job on hand if every 
time a member on their own side said something 
of which they did not approve they got up and 
protested. What were the facts with regard to 
those charitable institutions? The hon. member 
for Clermont had made a long speech, as he 
usually did. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Half-a-dozen. 
JYir. LESIXA: Kothing of the sort. The 

subject justifies it. 
Mr. BRO\VKE : He was not responsible for 

that. Immediately the hon. member for Cler
mont sat down the hon. member for Fortitude 

Valley, Mr. McDonnell, got up. 
[9·30 p.m.] He did not presume to know as 

much as the hon. member for Forti
tude V alle:v did with regard to these instrtutions 
here-he was a metropolitan member, and had 
lived in Brisbane for many years. He did not 
profess to know all these Brisbane institutions 
but this he did know-- ' 

Mr. ::Yic:NIASTJ<JR: \Vhy does the hon. member 
for Clermont denounce them when he knows 
nothing about them? He has been denouncing 
them the whole night. 

Mr. BRO\VNE: He was not responsible for 
-that. He was not going to go into what the hon. 
member for Clermont said. He was not the 
keeper of that hon. mPmber's conscience any 
more than the Ivlir,ister was responsible for the 
consciences of hon. members opposite. He might 
point out that two or three hon. members on his 
own side had got up and differed from the hon. 
member for Clermont on other matters. Hon. 
members knew that this question of subsidising 
charitable institutions which came into competi
tion with people outside had been debated not 
only in the Au"tralian Parliaments, but in the 
home Parliaments. He gave all credit to the 
work that these charitable institutions did, 
but it was a very difficult matter, and he 
would not attempt to solve it himself. 
The Home Secretary !mew that similar com
plaints had been made in New South ·wales, 
Victoria, and South Australia, but he was not 
going to debate the matter to-night. As a rule 
the Estimates were not made party questions: 
and it was hardly fair for the Home Secretary to 
get up and cast a slm· on every member of his 
{Mr. Browne's) party because the hon. membe~ 
for Clermont had expressed certain opinions in 
his own peculiar way--

MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear, hear! 
(Laughter). 

Mr. T.,J<JSINA : Other members express their 
opinions in a peculiar way. 

Mr. BROWNE: He did not wish to do the 
hon. member for Clermont any injustice. What 
sort of a state would the House drift into if, 
when an hon. member on his side expressed 
some opinion that he did not agree with, he 
immediately jumped up to testify a?iainst it, or 
<if the same thing happened on the other side? 

The Hmm SJ<JCRETARY : Then you don't agree 
with what he s:tid. 

1\fr. BROWNE: No, he did not. 
lYIE3JBERS on the Government side: Hear, 

hear! 
Mr. BRO\VNE : But it was not a question as 

to whether he agreed with that hon. member or 
not. Other members on his side might or might 
not agree with him. 

The Holi!E SEORETAHY: The hon. member's 
words seemed to meet with general approval 
from your party. That is what struck us. 

Mr. BROWNE did not know how the general 
approval came in. \Vhen he came in he did not 
hear many expressions of approval. He thought 
things were going very quietly. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Apparently the 
hon. member's contention was that a Minister in 
charge of an estimate had to sit meekly in his 
place and receive all sorts of thrusts, personal 
and otherwise, and say nothing in reply. 

Mr. BROWNJ<J: No. 
The HOME SECRETARY said he was 

praising one hon. member--
Mr. MAXWELL: \V hat about the others? 
The HOME SECRETARY: He was prais

ing the hon. member for .Fortitude V alley for 
his defence of the noble work done by these 
institutions. He had refrained from expressing 
any opinion about the others. He said that he 
w;s glad that he saw one hnn. member did not 
agree with the hon. member for Clermont, and 
then the hon. member for Croydon had taken 
him to task for saying something disorderly and 
improper. If the hon. member had heard all 
that had been said about him he would hav9 
admitted that he had borne it all pretty well. 

The ATTORXEY- GEXERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge, .i1Iaranoa): Everyone would acknow· 
ledge that the leader of the Opposition was 
very moderate in expressing his views, and set 
a good example. Re would remind hon. mem
bers respectfully that the Committee had been 
a great many weeks discussing the Estimates ; 
that they were not yet through the Home 
Secretary's Estimates, and that they had been 
four hours discussing one item. He appealed to 
hon. members to get on with business, because if 
time were spent prodigally at this period of the 
session, it might lead to matters being rushed 
through at a rate that would prevent discussion 
which might be desirable on some items later on. 

Question put and passed. 

FAOTORIJ<JS AND SHOPS. 

The HOME SECRETARY moved that 
.£2, 755 be granted for Factories and Shops. 
There was an increase on the vote, but he had 
already found that it did not repreoent the 
increase which would necessarily take place in 
consequence of the increased work imposed upon 
the department through the recent legislation. 
The increases were : an accountant-a new 
appointment which was neces,ary a& the result 
of the increased amount of labour, .£200 ; a lady 
inspector, previously paid from unforeseen ex pen· 
diture, £150; a clerk, also previously paid from 
unforeseen expenditure, .£60 ; allowance to a 
district inspector at Toowoomba, .£35 ; and an 
extra amount required for travelling expenses 
and taking polls of ratepayers, £150. That made 
a total increase of .£595. Against that was a 
decrease of .£30, owing to a slight change in the 
personnel of the officers, making a net increase of 
£565. As he had said, he had already found that a 
further increase would be necessary-not to any 
very great extent, he hoped, this year-but it 
was impossible to legislate in the direction that 
legislation had taken in connection with the 
department without increased expenditnre. 

:Mr. McDONNELL: It was a matter of regret 
to learn that the additional expenditure in 
connection with the department was not going to 
be very much. 

The Hmm SEoHJ<JTARY : I said it was not going 
to be more than I could help. 

Mr. MoDONNELL: If there was a depart
ment which was starved in the matter of having 
a sufficient number of officers to administer the 
Act it was this department. The staff of 
inspectors in the metropolitan district consisted 
of the Chief Inspector and three male an.:! two 
lady inspectors-or six in all. They had to look 
after 1,400 shops and 81/ factories, and it was 
an impossibility for them to do the work. 
Of course they could not include the boiler 
inspectors. The work was sufficient for three 
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times the number of impectors if the Act was to 
be properly administered. He was rather sur
prised that the Home Secretary had not informed 
the Committee that he l'roposed to appoint at 
least three or four more inspectors in the near 
future, as it had bet.l brought. under his noti.::e 
that the present staff was totally inadequate. 
For instance, how was it possible for an official 
who worked from 9 o'clock in the morning- till 
4 o'clock in the afternoon to detect breach~s of 
the Act which were Cilmmitted at$) or 10 o'clock 
at night? He was pr 1p:wcd to admit that there 
were very few Governn1ent officials who did their 
work more faithfully or hettcr than the inspertocs 
in that department. 'rhey entered into their 
work with a will, and did their brKt. In fnct, 
the only objection he h:td tJ make wes tlmt in a 
good nwny cases they were too lenient i11 coLr~cc;
tion with bre"ches of the Act. · He knew it. was 
their desire to administer the Act for the bene 'it 
of those whom it was intended to bonetit, but it 
was an impos"ibility for the small staff to cl" :tH 
the work that the Act required. There should 
be no cheeseparing in the matter. 'rhr Chief 
Inspector said, in his annuftl repor~,-

I vrcsmnr. howe ·c1·-+lw ne\Y ~\('t. 

in force for a. 1)er:od of n we""'"--" 
tbat reference- \Vill nl::;o made thi:-: report 
period eovercd lJ~' tln.: Am CJf lHOO : ou that 
tion I may sn.Y at on..:=.c that the pres{~Ut i~ now 
quite ina!le(luate to perform the woi'k r~quh·et11mder 
the new Act. If t!Ie ·work ls to be doue \Vitll cr(~cl.1~ to 
anyone connerted n·itll or inter<>~ted in it, the t·t}iff 
must be augmented and reorgrmist: 1 t·\ U!cet the 
altered, inerea:, ::1, an(l imno~ed 
upon it. It may be mcntioneJ, pa~sing, demon-
stration of this that the Yolmne of corrh-
pondencc ha::, i.ncreH.sed per cent. since ,Jul;\'. 1SP!); 
an!l, ~nppMe it be adn:tirtPd that the corresl10nclencn 
for the first 1HtH of lDOl has been ahnormal, there is 
still left a sulliciently large 1nargin to tiHpport tllC :Js~·r
tion. 
The~e was no doubt that the inabi!it·, of the 
sn1all staff tt) prevent rn<-tny infrint;,-.1nler:ts u[ the 
r\ct had cre'1ted in so1ne quarter.') a spirit of 
opposition to the Act that would never ho,ve 
taken place if the Act was properly a<lminis
tered. He did not by that mean to in• ply that 
the inspector,, in"''". sense neglected thei,- duty, 
but it was impo,sible for half-a-dozen inspec
tors, no matter how desirous they might be to 
carry out the provisions of the Act, to see that 
the law was properly administered. Such a 
staff might be sufficient in a small place where 
there were 200 factories, but it was altogether 
inadequate for a place like Brisbane. If the 
Government desired to have the Act properly 
and fairly administered in the interest not only 
of employees, but also of fair factory-owners 
and fair shop·owners, th0y would increase the 
staff; and he .should like to know if it was the 
intention of the Minister to make further pro
vision in that re,pect on the Supplementary 
Estimates, or by any other means. He noticed 
that it was proposed to appoint an accountant, 
on which he would have something to say later 
on, and that there was only one additional 
inspector under the provisions of the new Act. 
The Government were very much at fault in this 
respect, and were not entering into the spirit 
of the Act as they should. \Vhile money was 
being lavishly spent in some directions, they 
practically starved this department, which dealt 
with matters concerning the health and lives 
of a large number of people. The Chief In
spector pointed out that the existing Act was 
so faulty that many prosecutions which would 
have been initiated had to be ignored because 
they could not be successfully carried out. 'J'he 
report of the department contained man~' state
ments which had been m-. de in previous reports, 
showing that there was an indifft'rence and 
apathy shown by occupiers to the requirements 
of the Act to such an extent that a number of 

pLces were not rc15istered, and that the neces
sa,ry forms a,nd returns were not filled up and 
supplied to the department. Year after year it 
was stated that a large number of people were 
so indifferent to their dmie,, in this respect th:tt 
the time of the departmenc was largely taken up 
in trying to induce them to do what was required 
by the Act. He houed that under the new Act 
a little mor8 backbone would be shown by the 
depi,rtment, and t,hat tbere vmuld be no repeti
tion of thi::; state uf things. Tile Chief Inspector 
said-

It has been fonnd expedieut-wl1en the department 
is satisfied that. an occupier know~ or should reasonably 
be expected to kno·w the law, but Yiolatcs it and takes 
the chances-to serve formal noti(~e upon him of the 
commissiOn of the breach : 1 .29}1 rmeh 11oticf 2 were 
issued lhn-ing the year, which at ti1 t sight seems an 
a1Jsnrclly b .. r~~e unmber. Noti(•Ps fol' failing to forward 
records, however, ae -,-:mnted for 8DO of thc~e, which will 
giYe :"OlllC idea of thu exa,>perating dela) and. trouble 
the depaxtment !1as met with ill collectin::~ th:-..,._; docu
ments. V or failing to 1·r•gister premism; l) !1 notices were 
~ervecl, \Vhich if.; n half the total number of eertiti-
cate8 issnr-:d duril1g ycu.<'. and. while no doubt some 
deserved to be prosecmtcli, a grb1t many \\·ere due ~o 
ipwrance, and, aft?r all, if no bn•:wh of the essentials 
of the.~ et. otlJCl' than rr;:-::tration wa:-; t ,kin.; place in 
the 1n·e1nisPs, a conYiC'tion fo1· that olfenPc would be a 
com1_mratively hollrJ\\~ affair. 

It was eYii•'nt that a hrg>J number of people bad 
been preeiied by the department to do the1r duty, 
a.nd he hop?d thn,t this couditio;1 of thing:::; wonld 
be tolerat'Jd no longer, but tha. peqple W(JU!d be 
forced t" curnpl:' w1t.h the provisLns of Lhe Act_ 
J-It. would ask the J-Iorne Secn.::t..-n y how 1nany 
reports had bcPn reeei' eel by the Police Depart
ment of breaches of 1 he Act up to the pres nt 
tlrne? Some thne ngo the police wer"-- gi·ven 
authority to report breaches of the Ace to the 
officers of th(' }'actories and ShopH fJepa.rtment" 
and it was considered that that would be a gre:>t 
assistance to them, but :.o far he had heard of 
very few ca:,:efl ·,~-he1'e the police had taken any 
action to report breaches of PMt VIII. of the AcL 
Cases occurred even in the heart of the city as well 
a.-3 in the suburbs, and in South Brisbane and 
:Fortitude V..lley, v. here people wilfully and 
openly C'lmmitted breaches of the Act so far as 
the closing of tloeir shops were concerned. He 
was inclined to think that the police showed a 
lot of indifference in carrying out their orders 
with reference to the reporting of such breaches. 
He would also like to a'k the hon. gentleman 
how many districts in Queensland lutd volun
tarily asked to be brought under the provisions 
of Part VIII. of the Act, wbat were the names 
of those districts, what was the day mr which the 
half-holiday was observed, and in how many 
places was the Saturcloy observed as a half
holiday where no poll had been taken? He 
asked for that information in order to justify 
statements made by the snpportPrs of the 
Act that it was legislation which had been 
generally well received throughout ~2ueensland. 
He had the information, but he would like it to 

come ofl:lcially from the Home Sec
[10 p.m.] retary. He did not desire to take 

up more time now. l\fembers on 
his side protested against the way in which the 
FactorieF and Shops Department had been 
starved in the matter of inspectors. The Act 
could not be administered in the interests of 
employers and employees by the present inade
quate staff. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He had already 
stated that there were certain increases. There 
was an additional officer on the Estimates, and 
other officers would be sure to be reqnired. One 
was about to be appointed immediately, He 
would like to appoint a few more officers, but 
these were timee when they had to rub along 
with such small increases to the Estimates of 
public expenditure as could not possibly be 
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a;:oided. ~here was altogether thirty-five dis
trwts m whwh a poll had been taken, or in winch 
no poll had been taken. Saturday, Thursday, 
and \Vednesday had each been decided upon by 
certain districts as the day for the half-holiday; 
and there were other districts in which no poll 
had been demanded, and in which therefore they 
hac! clecided by tacit consent, so to speak, upon 
the Satur Jay half-holiday. The districts that 
had decided on Saturday were Cairns, Charle
ville, Blackall, Hughenden, Sanclgate, Ipowich, 
l'vlaryborough, and Rockhampton. Thursd<Ly 
had been decided on at Gympie, CharterR 
Tower:;;, Beenleigh, Pittsworth, Rq.venswood, 
Croydon, Laidh y, Clerrnont, Gladstone, and 
Bundaberg. \Vednesrl·y had been chosen at 
Roma, Longruch, Cooktown, Jliiackay, \Var
wick, 11itchell, vVynnum, and Toowoomba. No 
poll had been taken '1t 1Iount J\1organ, Beau
desert, ::\luttalmrra, Caboolture, Ingham, Clif
ton, .1\J aree ba, TownsYiUe, and Brisbane. 

Hos. A. S. COWLEY (Herbert): When a 
conntry town \va:::; brought under the operation 
of the Act, wa~ an inspector appointed, or w0re 
the police appoint.red to see that the wh<'le of the 
sh<>jJS cl used according to the Act, and t.o •ee that 
any tra:1sgress,1T \Vas puni .,hnj? One of his P11'

respondents informed him that the shopke<•p .rs 
at Ingham had b'-~en infnr1ned that they 1nn~t 
for1n then1selves into a vif:{ilance co1nmittee, :tnd 
lay a,n inforn1~lti•;n against any transgressor of 
the Act; hnt the shnpkEep~rs who closed their 
shops wanted the half-holiday for recreation, not 
to watch their neig-hbours. \Vas it intended in 
all rlistricts where tl1 • Act was in force to 
appoint inspeetors, n.nd not to rely on t,be shop
keepers to act as a vigilance connnittee? 

The HOME S_BiCrtETARY: There wa- ao 
clii-<trict withnnt an inspector, but in some dis
tricts the officer chargerl with the work of 
in•pcction was the clerk of pe\ty sessions or the 
c-:,cting clerk of pt;tty sessions. Repr, :;ent?.tions 
had been mad'" to him that the Act was not being 
enf•1rced or nbo;ervecl in one cas8-probably the 
case to wbich the hon. member referred-but on 
inquiry the information was found not to be 
correct. 

Hos. ~-L S. CO\VLEY: He understood that 
the officer at Ingham was a young man who filled 
a dozen nffice~, and filled them creditably, but he 
had no time for the additional duties of Inspector 
of shops. His informant told him that when they 
applied to the police magistrate or the clerk of 
petty sessions-he did not know which-the 
answer they received was, " You must form yonr
sel ves into a vigilance committee, and if you find 
anyone transgressing the Act, it is your duty to 
lodge an information." If that was so, it was 
time it was altered ; but if the hon. gentleman 
assured him that such was not the case and no such 
instructiom; had been issued, he could not 
understand how it was that his correspondent 
had written what he did write. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was sufficient 
for him to say that no such instructions were 
given. He might have been wrong about the 
inquiry by wire, but the result of the representa
tion, he was inclined to think, was that the Act 
was being fairly well observed, but on second 
thought he was inclined to think that that was 
Longreach. 

Mr. LESINA: There were one or two facts in 
connection with the factories report that he 
wished to draw attention ~o. The first impor
tant point was the number of coloured aliens in 
onr midst who were factory owners and who em
ployed white people. This was a matter which 
should be of considerable inten:.,t to the hon. 
member for Herbert; and the Government as 
a whole should feel more than a passing interest 
in the figures contained in the report, for they 

shower! the hold the Asiatic aliens were getting 
on certain industries in Queensland. Th" facts 
and figures given should also tend to strengthen the 
conviction gradually growing on the public rr.'nd 
that the coloured alien was a danger not only 
fron1 an f--'tbnological puint of view, but was a, stili 
gn :tter danger frcnn an industrial point of view .. 
There was a tendency on the part of hon. m<em
bers to cover up a\vb" aril facts of this kind, 
and the publication of those facts would make 
convert~, and shuw the alien in the diiferent 
light of a competitor with white men in their 
work. He found on page 4 of the factoric·:; 
report there wac; a table showing the nuruber 
r.f factories in occupation of Asiatics. In 1899, 
in Brisbane, there were nineteen fnctoriess 
in which sixty mnles were employee and 
ten white females-that was ten white girla 
were emploj'ed by Asiatic aliens in Brisbtme. 
In lps\vich tf1er- ';xa~ one factnry, mnploying' 
four fen1ale::;, of \vhorn thl'ee were white. In 
Rockharopton t!Jere wa~ one, empJoyi:1g three 
fen1ale~, two of whon1 were white ; and in 
Townsville thLre were t<;. 0, ernployil 1g Plf'Vd:Y 
males, nrn e of whrnn were white. The totals 
were twenty~three fo.ef:ories ernploying seventy-
one and seYenteen females, of whom fifteen 
we!.'t gir 1;;:, J n lDOO thefe 'iVPre twenty .. 
t\YO factorieR jn the wetropnlitan distric"", '-rn-
ploying am! fifteen 
all the latter In To'· 
there were tLree en plrying eleven 
rnales anl1 rme Lma1e. The totals for that 
\vere hventy-iive factories, or ~n increase of 
on 

1 
the vr~v:ou'. yt·ar, en1plo{'ing .~~gh!·y-two 

nJ.:> tr::s aud 'JlXteen fe111ales, of wno1n firteen 
white girls. On J; ·;:;e 1-1 of the repert, 
inepector :,tated-

J.:-;r.\Tlcs,-IE Bl'isbnn2 )J0rth there were tv:cnty 
furniture :fa('tori(·s la::<.t year C'mplo:'ing 2::!5 band<;. Ten 
of the~e factories 'vere occupier~ by Chinese and 
,TaJlanese-cllicfly the former-aud employed sixty 
Asiatic male adults:. It i~ thu~ seen that most. of the 
.A1:-iat.ic \Vo-rkers in Brisbane are connected "\Vit.h the 
funJitlU"l' trade, and, ~,$. the.\· make a consirtcrable 
qnantit\ of furniture whieh finds pure ~wsers, tllcy n:mst 
constitltu~ a. strong element of competition. \Vith 
rc~pect to workroon1S, it cannot be said that those 
occupied by Chinese do not fultil t·he requirements of 
the Act. Thev are not first~class buildmgs, but, as 
t11e trade is a Clean one, it is possible to find Europea14 
factories which compare le.ss favountbl.Y. This refers 
to the ·workrooms only, as the quarters I have nothing 
to do with, although I have entered them. As regards 
hour.-: of·work, there if' a greater difference. The Asiatic 
li\t'S on the premises, and his working hours are not so 
regular HS the European's. If he has a job which i.s 
wanted urgently, he works by lamplight to get it done; 
also he often works as his incliuation directs. He is 
said' to be industrious, but he does not work with the 
energy of a European. His working week. so far as I can 
judge, covers about !'liXt~·hours. whereas the European's 
\Yorking week in furniture factories is more like forty
fiyt-· hours. As the Chinese do not employ boys-for 
that matter there were only seven boys under sixteen 
years in the European factories referre~l to~their 
hours of work are not restricted by the Act; in fact,_ 
except in sanitary mattf,rs, the Act touches but lightly 
anv faetories of the furniture class which do not u:::;e 
michHnical power. 

That was the industrial aspect of the question. 
It showed that the coloured Asiatic alien was a 
dangerous element in the community, competing 
as he did with white people, who were part and 
parcel of ourselves, who were taxpayers, who 
professecl our religion, who •bared th_e same 
aspirations and ambitions, and patromsed our 
institutions of a scientific, benevolent, literary, 
or historical kind. These were being starved 
out by the competition of the Asiatic alien. 
There was another point in connection with the 
employment of women, which was to be found 
on the Rmne page-

The employment of white girls in the factories owned 
by Syrians I have a very strong obj9ction to, as, 
although the wife i::> the nominal head, the men have 
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the most say _in the mattc1·. The work done by them is 
mostly hawk1ng, and I have seen as many as five men 
~tone ti!lle sitting smoking while t.hese girls are "\YOrk
lng. I~ 1s not allmved or done by any l~uropean. \fhy 
should 1t be allowed to be done in their ca.se? I have 
reduced the evil by talking to them, but they know very 
well that I have not the power to enforce it. 

Half-a;dozen members of the House had passed 
a Synan factory down below Fish's Steam 
Laundry, aud they had noticed scores of times 
~bese dir-ty Syrians. sitting ou the benches smok
<ng, _spl~tmg-, :naggmg- .their legs, and very likely 
talkmg m thm~ own h!Jgo and making remarks 
that perhaps 1t was JUSt as well their white 
employees could not understand. The Govern
ment ~eeme~ to take a fiendish delight in per
petuo,tmg this system, and yet it included in its 
Cabinet a member, the Hon. li:Ir. Rutledge, the 
.Attorney-General, who was a most vigorous adn)
cate of a "white .Australia" a few years ago. 
That hon. gentleman was now up to his neck tied 
to the black-labour Government which took a 
:fiendis~ ?elight in perpetuating the dirty alien 
competitiOn. It was no joke to an unfortunate 
carpenter or cabinet-maker t<J have to compete 
with the Chinaman or_Jap. who worl<ed seveu'ty 
hours a. week, und did much of his work by 
candle hght. No matter how they looked at it 
competition of that nature was a dangerou~ 
element, and should be excluded from the 
c~:mntry altogether. It was by making dispas
SIOnate reports like that of the Chief Inspector 
of Factones known to the public that the fact 
would be gradually borne in upon their mind•6 

~h~t the coloured pest was doing a national 
mJury. ~t was a most serious and deplorable 
fact that m a community like this the children 
of white citize:1s should be compelled to enter 
the dens of Chmese and Japanese and Syrians 
and work for coloured scum like that· and it was 
time the people woke up to the fact that on the 
Ministerial benches, and behind them were to 
be found deliberate cold-blooded advoc~tes of the 
coloured curse which was in their midst. 

. Mr. McDONNELL thought the administra
tiOn of the .Act required a little more discussion. 
There was no doubt that in the Northern part 
of the colony, in Townsville and elsewhere o-reat 
~xcept~on was taken by shopkeepers to theb way 
m whiCh the .Act was being administered. It 
was well understood that in a great many of 
those places the closing hours provided by the 
.Act were not being observed, and the unfortu
nate part of it was that permission had to be 
obta:ined by the polic~ officer; or clerk of petty 
sessiOns, who was actmo- as mspector before a 
prosecution could be unlertaken. If inspectors 
h!'d the right to enter. a prosecution when they 
discovered the .Act bemg openly violated, there 
would not be as much opposition to the .Act as 
existed in certain quarters. The hon. member 
for Herbert referred to vigilance committees 
and the. Cou1·ier yesterday morning reported 
th_at owmg to the work of the vigilance com
mittee at Mount Morgan several prosecutions 
for violation of the .Act had been undertaken by 
the officc;rs of the department. He thought it 
was a pity that those people were forced into 
the posit! on of havi:'g _to drive the department to 
take actwn. .A Similar state of affairs had 
axisted in Brisbane where information had been 
given in reference to violations of the Act 
Sh<?pkeepers des.irous of observing the law cam: 
plamed that their greedy neighbours had allowed 
their. doors to remain open, and thus took an 
unh1r advantage of those who observed the law 
He would like to know how many prosecution~ 
had been _und~rtaken fo_r breaches of that part of 
the Act smce It came mto force? He was glad 
to see that one hotel-keeper wbo had defied 
the provisions of the .Act had been fined · but he 
li!bould like the department to show a little more 

energy. There was nothing which disgusted a 
fair-minded man more than to see an Act of 
Parliament which he faithfully endeavoured to 
obey openly violated by his neighbour and com
petitor. He was inclined tothinkthrtt inspectors, 
either police officers or clerks of petty sessions, 
had not done their duty as faithfully in that 
respect as they ought to have done. .At all 
events, they bad not received that encourage
ment from the department which was their due. 
He knew that in l'tockhampton a number nf per
"ons were practically defying the .Act at one time. 
That sort of thing was going on for a long time 

before any action was taken, and 
[10·30 p.m.] when action was taken some Chinese 

were fined in very considerable sums 
for breaches of the .Acl. He had made certain 
statements to the Chief Inspector, on behalf of 
the shopkeepers in Longreach, that the Act was 
being evaded by the Chinese in that town. He 
made that statement on a public platform, at the 
request of the Longreach shopkeepers, and when 
he came back to Brisbane he represented the 
matter to the Chief Inspector and to the Home 
Secretary, and he wasr-lad to hear the hon. gentle
man say now that that had been remedied since, 
and that the Act was pretty well observed 
in Longreach by these Chinese. He thought a 
little more energy and determination should be 
observed in regard to prosecutions for breaches 
of the Act, for that would give great satisfaction. 
If a few lessons were taught to persons who 
thought they had a right to ignore the .Act, 
it :nould have a very good effect, not only in 
Bnsbane, but in the colony generally, and in 
Townsville particularly, where representations 
were made to the leader of the Opposition when 
he was going through that the Chinese store
keepers there very largely evaded the Act. The 
result had been that many shopkeepers in Towns
ville, who were in favour of the .Act, were very 
much disgusted at its administration. 

Mr. BO"\VMAN ( W an·ego): He was exceedingly 
pleased with the report submitted by the Chief 
Inspector of Factories, which dealt with the con
ditions under the factory system which they had 
in the State. The few remarks made by the hon. 
member for the Valley previously, with regard to 
additional assistance, should engage the serious 
consideration of hon. members and of the Go
vernment. As a factory hand of many years' 
standing, he knew the disabilities under which 
many men and women worked in factories, and 
he also knew the hard work the inspectors had to 
undertake to watch the doings of employers, and 
particularly of those who were anxious to evade 
the law. The report of the Chief Inspector 
contained a great deal of valuable information 
and many valuable suggestions. The comparisons 
drawn between one colony and another showed 
at any rate that the inspector had had his eyes 
open, and that he had studied the beneficial 
effects of the factory legislation in Victoria. 
There was one paragraph which he would read. 
The Chief Inspector said-

Although industrial condition'"' may vary to some 
extent in different States, 1t is clear that-if in Vic
toria, with a total of over 50,000 employees. the total 
amount of overtime worked by women and young 
persons i:::. only 9,262 hours, while wit.h our total of 
17,960 employees it b; 52.380-t.lle amonnt worked here 
is, especially considering clim!Ltic conditions, excessive, 
and could be very greatly reduced without prPjndice to 
bu"iness. 

That was a statement which hon. members on 
both sides should be interested in, for he would 
not say that all the intere;t in this matter was 
manifested on one side of the Chamber. He 
knew that the Home Secretary bad given a good 
many men who had waited on him a good deal of 
encouragement personally, and he believed that 
if the hon. gentlerr,an had his own way-if he 
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could induce the other members of the Govern
ment to carry out his desires with regard to 
factory legislation, he believed that the system 
would be better carried out than it was at 
present. He wished to refer to the comparison 
with Victoria. Last year in Queensland, prior to 
the passing of the Act, the hon. member£ or Forti
tude Valley, Mr. :iVIcDonnell, carried a motion 
in this House for the appointment of special wages 
boards. He pointed out from statistical infor· 
matinn which he had received that these boards 
had been very beneficial to many in Victoria, 
especially in Melbourne. They desired to get 
that same system introduc."d in Queensland, but 
at that time the Home Secretary was disinclined 
to introduce it here·. Personally he rather 
favoured arbitration courts, so as to regulate the 
wages paid to employees in factories. The 
inspector again said-

'l1he one dominant factor affer,ting the internal 
industrial rclatiou::<.hips of the respective States is that 
of wa<Jes. and \Vhethcr we derive satlsfaction or other 
wise from th~..: con:!parison of the average earnh1gs of 
operA-tives in these states \Yit h our own depend~ en
tirely upon the point of view from which the com
parison is made. The report of the Chief In~pe(~tor of' 
F::~.ctorie~ and Shops in Victo1·ia for tlle year 190:) 
affords an opportunity of emnparing the latest statistics 
of that. State \Vith our mvn. 

)fany conflicting statements have been made as to 
the success or othenvlse of the principle of the mini
mum wage as applied in Victoria, but if, after experi
ence of some yea.rs ofits operations in six trades, they 
dPcide, as was don~ la'"t year, to extend it to an ad.di
tional twenty-one. there need be no donbt as to the 
opinion of the Victorian Parliament on the subject. It 
is irnpossihle in such a Teport as this to compare all 
tntdes. but the figures in a few have been takm1 out on 
uniform lm~is ror cornpurison. 

In the brcad-bal;;:lng trade the average wage in 1896, 
in Yictoria, Wa"-l £1 12~. 5d. for men and boys. LH.st 
yenr it was £2 4s.; working hours, 48. In Queenslanfl 
the average wage of men and boys last year was 
£1 19"1. 8ld. , and working hours vary from 48 to 70. 

In the boot trafle in 1896, in Tictoria. m~Lles £116s. 
lOrL, females 13::;. 4d.; in 1900. m:tles £1 l,:l<s. Sd., female·, 
14s. 7<1. In Queensland the a,verage last year 'vas
males £1 7s 5~d., funalu 12s. 2-~d. 

In the shirt trade in l.S96, in Victoria, J4s. 5d., and 
last year l4s. Sd. In Qneensland, lls, 9!fl. 

In nnden~1othing last year, in Yictoria, l2s. 7d. 
Queensland'~ averag-e was lls. 5~d. 

In the clothing trade in 1896, males £1 lfis. 3d., 
female~ 15s. :-3c1; last year-males £2 2s. 4d, femalPs 
I Ss 1 d Queensland, la~t year-males £1 16s. Old., 
females ll-:. 10ld. 

So it woul'd he seen that the people who worked 
under the Victorian ,ystem had decirled ad van
tages over the people who worked in factories in 
Queensland, and he believed t.hrtt this was brgely 
due to the legislation that had been passed in 
Victoria, and which had operated successfully in 
regard to these who came under its operation. He 
and many others who took a great interest in this 
matter recognised that if special wages boards 
were appointed they would not be comprehensive 
enough-they would not affect a large number in 
different trades and occupations in the colony. 
They were hopeful that the Government would 
have seen fit to introduce legislation dealing with 
the regulation of their factories in that direction 
this year, but they could endeavour to insert 
provisions in committee in the Bill which had 
been introduced, giving similar facilities to those 
w hi eh worked so satisfactorily in other places. 
Another point which should appeal to hon. 
members was with reference to the employment 
of children. They were told in the report-

There is no minimum age fixed for employment in 
shops, consequently children under fourteen years of 
age may be emplored; nor is there any limitation as to 
the age under which they may not be employed for 
night-work. At the present t1me there are some cases, 
fortunately only few, where girls under eighteen years 
of age are employAd in certain exempted shops to a 
very late hour, sometimes between 11 and 12 p.m., and 
this we have no power under the Act to interfere with. 

He trusted that the amending Bill would contain 
some provision dealing with that,matter, so that 
inspectors would have power to prevent em
plovers keeping children at work for unduly 
long hours. 'The boy labour que:;tion was one 
that was touched upon by the same inspector. 
The number of boys wbo were brought into the 
Yariou5 trades was a n1atter of great concern tn 
tradesmen. The inspector told them tbat hardly 
one boy in fifty went through a proper appren
ticeship in Brisbane, and that, after a few years, 
they were able to take their place as journey
men in comp~tition with men. He knew, from 
his experience of the boot trade, that when a
boy learned the trade fairly well, he was pre
ferred by an employer to a man, becmse he 
worked for less wages, and that was the experi
ence in other trades as well. The inspector also 
referred to the overtime that boys were asked to 
work. He said-

llJ. many cnses the overtime was spread over a con
siderable period. and does not represent night labour. 
But in the biscuit factories this was not the case. 'l'his 
overtime was worked within a limited space of time 
and under trying cnmlitions Is it not cruel to work a 
boy forty-eight Lonrs a •seek ne-nr an oven in a tem
perature of 100 degrees and ovAr? \\That then must it 
be to work him fifty-six hou1s (overtime un three 
nights of the week)? These reflections apply also iu a. 
lcssE'r degree to work in other factories where consider
able steaming and cooking is done. 

Now those were things that had come under the 
observation of the inspector or those under him, 
but at present there wao no power in the Act to 
rectify the evil. Not only were boys subjected 
to those conditions, but here was another para
graph dealing with girls--

The necessity for a limit being placed on the hours 
worked by females in restaurants, pastrycook::;' shops. 
etc., was, as TetJOrtcd. last yr :1r, very great. In some. 
CRS£A the employees worked from sixty to sixty-six. 
hours weekly, but in many of the smaller place,, they 
worked from seventy to eighty hours per week. In 
many cases no weekly half-holiday ''msgiven. In some 
places where the employees worked on the :Sun
nays also, the only holiday was on ever .. Y alternate 
Sunday. ~nd even theu the girls had :;.ometimes to 
come back at teatime for a few honrs. The girls were 
on the premises in some instances from 6 or 6·30 a. m. 
until 8 or s·30 p.m., ant.l on Saturday nights much later 
still. Some of the girls who worked ·very long hours 
were only fifteen or sixteen years of age, though this 
is not. the case generally. 

Mr. McDONNELL : That is not the case now
sixty h"urs is the limit. 

Mr. BOWMAN: He was very pleased to 
hear it, but even sixty hours was altogether 
too long for tho<e girls. In many of the 
restaurants in Brisbane the girls were simply 
worked like so many machines, and had hardly 
any time to themselves at all or any comfort. 
Attention wa,s also called to some of the JJrices 
that were paid to a number of unfortunate women 
for work that they took out of doors. He would 
ask any hon. member whether he would care to 
have any of his female relatives making a dozen 
shirts for ls. 9d.? Of course the prices ranged 
higher, according to the quality of the work; 
bnt, in the face of the statements contained 
in the report, it was their manifest duty 
to improve the conditions under which those 
women and girls worked. He remembered 
Colon<>] Reay and Mr. Maugher, now a member 
of the House of Representatives, some time ago 
speaking of their experiences in Melbourne. 
They stated that the Anti-sweating League was 
able to bring pressure to bear upon the Victorian 
Government to fix by legislation a minimum 
wage, so that a wDman was always able to earn 
a decent living; but in Queensland it was impos
sible for any woman or girl to make a decent 
living at the prices stated in the report. That 
was the experience of some with whom he was 
personally acquainted. In connection with the 
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chessmaking and millinery workrooms, the report 
stated that, out of 057 "m~loyee.;, sixty·three 
were receiving n<1 wages, tifty-six 'ven"' receiv
ing :3s. Gel. weekly, aud 119 from 2s. G:l. tu 
5s. weekly-that was, about :lG pee cent. of th< se 
exnployees were recAiving an average 'veekly 
wage of 2s. lOd. In the order-tailoring wcJrk
rooms, out of G05 female emvloyces twenty-six 
were receiving 110 wages, tifLy were receiving 
2s. Gd. W<Jekly, and sixty-three were yeceiving 
from 2s. Gd. to 5.s. weekly-that was, about 23 
per cent. of the employees were receiving an 
1werage weekly wage uf 3s. Those numbers 
were from those employed at the close uf the 
year. That wa.s sufficient to show the J.~CcPc;sity 
for strengthening the hands of the ofhcials of 
tbe department, so that they could i;1• pect the· 
various shops and factories throughvut the 
different districts of (,lue<msland. He trusted 
that the hon. gentleman in charge of the depart
ment would consider it his duty during the con
•ideration of the amending Fact.ories and Shops 
Bill to make some provision for a special wage,; 
board, or a. conciliation and arbitration court, so 
that employees who were unable to help them
se! ves might get a fair wage. 

:'11r. McDONNELL asked if the :\finister 
eould give the Comn1ittee a,ny infonnation as to 
the number of reports received from the police of 
breaches nf the Act in the metropolitan di,trict? 

The HOME :SECRETARY: He thought 
three cases had bc:en reported. In one cct.'3e 
thbre wa., a proseuution, in another there was 
not fmfficient evidence to '\Varrant a prosecution, 
:and t.he third case was now under con::;ideratiou. 
In many instances, where reports had been 
received, inf!ui•y was immediate!y made by the 
department, and warnings had been giYen to the 

1 
persons concerned. It nmst he remembered 
that, althou~h the Art had been in existence 
many months now, yet it was rather a new thing 
in many dmtricts in the State, and in administer
lug a hw of this kind it was not de ,;rahle in the 
·f.in~t stages to do rnor,; than warn people in such 
a wny '1S to make it appear to them that they 
must observe the Act. There was really a great 
deal of ignorance about it in. many instance', 
but taking the matter all round he thought the 
Act was generally observed, and that breaches of 
jt w2re remarkably few. 

Mr. =v1o UoNNELL: There would be less if 
:action w:;q t.-tken in one or t~tvo casf_:~. 

The HU;\IE SECRETAHY: No doubt oction 
would be taken very shortly. As loug as the 
1a1i\" wai) in force he \'<as quite prtpal'ecl to en
force it, but at the same tinH· legisl?~tion of this 
kind should not be enforced too strictly in the 
:fir;t instance. 

Mr. GrVENS : A lot of inspectors in outside 
districts want vvakin. up. 

The HOr.1E SECRETARY: Tben he hoped 
that inspectors in cmtsidA districts would take 
that as a warning that they were exrJec ~ed to do 
their duty, and see that the Act v -iS carried out. 
He was prepared to back them up in anything
·tbey did in that respect. 

Mr. McDONNELL agreed that it was wi8e 
to take the precaution of warning people in the 
_first instance beforetakingnwre draE.tic mea~3ure~, 
bnt he thought that in a good many cases it had 
been all warning. He noticed that there w.ts 
provi.-:;ion in the \'Ote for an ac• ·mntant, and lL~ 
hoped that in making the 'tppointment to that 
office the claims of the chief d'rk, ;\lr. He!y
who had been in the departmen' enr since its 
organisation, and who had given satisfacdun to 
his chief and the :\1inister-would receive con
sideration. 

The HU:Y1E SECRETARY was not prepared 
to make any statement as to whe,t was to be 
done with regard to filling the position of 
accountant. It was quite possible that, by a 

readjustment of the office, they could run along 
without making a formal appointment of an 
accountant, and to appoint another inPpector, 
wbo mif(ht really he more useful under the cir
cumstance,;. All he could say at present was 
that the matt or was under consideration. 

7\J:r. LESINA thought laundries like that at 
the refuge in Turbot street should be brought 
under the operation of the Act. 

Mr. ;\1cDosNELL: They are all under the Act. 
Mr. LESINA: Then he thought the Act 

should be more stringently administered in 
regard to such institutions, >Lnd that they should 
be compelled to provirle proper sleeping accom
modation for the women who were employed in 
them. 

Qnestion put and passed. 

GOVERNMENT }fEDICAL OFPICERS. 

The HOME SECRETARY moved that 
£~,085 be granted for Government medical 
officers. There were certain increase~ in this 
vote amounting altogether to £230. Dr. Stewart, 
of Dalby, was a new appointment; bis salary 
was £100 per annum, which included the whole 
nf the medical attendance in connection with the 
Dalby Sanatorinm. At Georgetown it was found 

neces3ary to hp point a medi.cal officer 
[11 p.m.] at .£30. At Toowoomha, Dr. Garde 

had an increase of £100 for duties 
which included medicul attendance and super
vi,ion of the reformatory at \Vestbrook. 

Question put and passed. 

}IISCELLANEOVS SERVICES (SVBDIVISION). 

The HOME SECRETARY, in moving that 
£23,500 be granted for miscellaneous services, 
said there was an increase from £2,000 to £7,000 
for expense'' under Elections Acts. That was on 
account of the in1pending general election, 
which would take rlace before tbe next Estimates 
were submitted. Then there \Vas an increa~e in 
the vote for relief of aborio;inals from £G,OOO to 
£7,000, because the vote last year wa" found 
insufficient. There WH a decre <se in the vote 
for foreign interpreters, "-£DO. There was only 
one now, and he wonld be poid from the vote for 
incidentals. There was a s<wing of £,)Q0 in the 
vote for removals ;)f police nlagi~tra-t( o; !lnd 
clerks of pett.v spssions; anc' th•' grrmt c,f £1,500 
for the South Brish<1ne Recreation Re.~erve, of 
course, did not arpear this year. Th''' total 
amount of the clc!rea<es ,.,~as £2,000, and that 
amount de·hwted frurn the tot~l increase:s of 
£(),000 left :c net incrP ,se of £3,910. 

Mr. Bmn!AN : \Vhar. is the society for pre
vention of con~nn1ptinn? 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: 'l'hat was the 
society he f!uoted from the report this evening. 
He supposed most members had Rt'en their 
circulars and poster,; as to the means taken to 
prevent the spread of Cllnsurnption. 

1Ir. GIVE~S: Ha Vv they any c,ther funds to 
work on be.':-idc,, this £~~0? 

The HO;\IE SECRETARY: There were the 
subscription~ contributed by tbe n, rnbers of the 
society. It w:1s n very dcsirabie thing-, a.nd the 
society issued very practical and useful infor
Ination. 

Mr. ::VIAXWELT, (Bm·ke) said he would like to 
have some inform>Ltion with regard to the vote of 
£3,000 for incidental and miscellaneous exp>cnses. 

The HO::VI.lO SECRETARY: It was an item 
made up of a large nmuber of small expenses. 
Everything that c"uld not be provided for in the 
other departments was put down to the Home 
Secretary\~ '' 1\Iiscellaneous expense.::." 

JVIr. MAXWELL asked how the aboriginal 
vote wa& expended, and what salaries were paid 
out of it? 
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The HOME SECRETARY: The salaries of 
·the protectors were paid out uf this vote. Dr. 
Roth received £-100 a year, aud Mr. A. Meston 
£300 a year, aud they were both allowed travel
ling expenses. .Mr. H. Mestnn received >et pre
sent £150 a year, but th>tt wa •. not a permanent 
appointment. He was doing special duty in the 
IN est. There wer<' three other protectors, one 
getting- .£50, one £25, and one £20. That was in 
addit.ion to wh·•t they received for other work. 
These were the only prot6ctors who were paid. 
The teachers in the aboriginal achools on the 
mission stations in Torres Strait were also paid 
out of this vote, and from what he had seen 
there was no better spent money in this State. 
His visit quite opened his eyes on the question 
of the natives there, and if bon. members 
wanted an interesting trip thr ycould not do better 
than pay a visit to the islands of the Torres 
Strait. 

Mr. GIHJNS: If you were to bring the blacks. 
in the Southern division directly under the con
trol of the Southern protector, you would have 
to bring them into Queen street. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No. 
Mr. GIVENS: I have seen him there all the 

year, anyway. 
The HOME SJWRETAEY: No. The hon. 

member had not seen him there all the year. 
He (the Home Secretary) did not think the 
f::louthern protector was to be found in Brisbane, 
just now, fl)r instance. 

Mr. GIVENS : It is not long since he was. 
The HOJI.IE SECRETARY: Ju,t so; thh 

was his headquarters, but he travelled backwards 
and forwards. He went on the Central line in 
une direction and on the \Vestern line in the 
other. He travelled a good dr·Rl, and though 
Mr. Meston and himself did not agree on many 
things, he was one of the most economical officers 
that he ever came across. 

Jl.1r. JI.L~XWELL: That is a great recommend>t
tion in these times. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was. The 
missionaries were not paid out of this vote 
at all. 

:}1r. GIVENS : '['hey get assistance for main
taining the blacb ? 

'l'he HOMJ~ SECRETARY: There were cer
tain sums allowed to them for fePding· the black", 
and those sums were pe.id out m this vote. 
The tuis::.ionaries the1nselvE>s were not in any way 
paid by the Government, but the Government
in order to secure proper erlucation--proYided 
a school teacher ::lt each n1isRion station, and 
the only difference between these schools and the 
ordinary provisional Echools wc~,s that religions 
teaching was permitted at any time during school 
hours. Io"or that reason the schools had been 
taken out of the jurisdiction of the Education 
Department and placed under that of the Home 
Secretary, subject only to the fact that they were 
periodically inepected by an officer from the other 
department, and hi" report was sent in to the 
Home Secretary's Department, and the progress 
was remarkably satisfactory. The amounts paid to 
the various n1it-1~.don stati.tJnt-J for n1aintaining the 
blacks were as follows :-1\Iapoon (Batavia River), 
£200; Weipa (Ern bly River), £200; Bell en den Ker 
(Yarr<1bah), £200; c,,pe Bedford, £150; Deeb
ing Creek, £300. Th"t was to continue for two 
years under a sr ecitd arrangement to 30th .June, 
1902, after which time it was expected tbat 
Deebing Creek would become self-supporting. 
Out of the m mey they had managed to sa'e 
from the earnings of the blacks, they had been 
able to purchase two farms. They had already 
paid for one, cleared it, and cultivated it, and 
were making a very good thing of it. They had 
also stocked the Baramba Reserve with stock 
from Deebing Creek, and they were proud of it. 

JI.Ir. Mc:\lASTER: They are becoming capi
taJi,ts. 

The HO ::liE SECRETARY: They had be
cmne capitalists 1 rend they were connnunists, too. 
Fra,er J sland gut £GOO, and :Marie Y aamba 
£120. This latter was about to he closed. It 
had not been a great succe.-:s, T ,robal1ls owing- to 
tbe insufficient raw material to work upon. 
Blo ,mfield got £1GO. This had now changed 
hands, and, instead of being under the control of 
the Lutheran Church iu South Australia, it had 
heen handed over to the Lutheran Church of 
Banuia, whose rApresentatives out here were 
Mr. Schortz and the Rev. Mr. Poland, who had 
made such a great snc<>,ss of the Cape Bedford 
Station. At Baramba £250 was down for the 
maintenance of the blacks. This station had 
just been started, and for the present, instead of 
a schoolmaster being sent there, they were allow
ing £.30 to the superintendent to get the station 
into proper working order. 

~Ir. GIVENS: Can you g-ive us an idea of the 
tot>el number of aboriginals now in the State? 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was impossible 
to make an estimate. It had been variouslv 
estimated from 20,000 to 25,000. • 

Mr. MAXWELL: I think that is over-estimated. 
The HOl\1E SECRETARY: Dr. Roth, in 

whos<~ district the greater number were, was of 
opinion that tbat was so. Dr. Roth had seen 
about G,OOO, and he calculated that for every one 
he had seen there were two he had not seen. 

Mr. MAXWELL : In connection with this 
nmtter, he snw that lYir. l\leston, in giving his 
evirlence bPfore the other Chamber, w:o~s asked 
by Mr. Gibson in reference to the aboriginals 
cultivating sug·, r~cane, and he said he ''vas vrem 
paring a cCJmprehensive scberne to lay before the 
hon. gentlenun. He was wondering whether it 
was the intention of the hon. gentleman to see 
that the aboriginals were brought in and placed 
on the canefields. 

The Ho}JE SEOHETARY: I have not seen the 
comprehensivr> report yet. 

Mr. I\IAX\VELL: Did the hnn. gentleman 
think it right that the aboriginals slwuld be 
en1Dlnyed in that ~":ay ? 

The HOME SECRETARY "'w no reason 
why they slwuld not be. In some districts they 
had been e1nployerl in cane-cutting with success. 
'There was one plantation on which at one time 
100 of them were employed rPgularly every year. 

J'vlr. LESTNA asked for fnrther information 
in rf•fpreJJce to the contingency vote. Did it 
inc:ude the cost of advertising which the Minister 
authori~t~d without reference to the Advertising 
Board? He knew that the Hailway Depa<·tment 
g·ave a considerable amount away to that little 
leprous on:a.n the st,.cet. 

'The HO:VIE SECRETARY: Xo advertise
men":< were paid for ont of the vote. Any 
dep<1rbnent of State could come down upon the 
vote for extrCL or unspecified expenditure. 

:Mr. KERR aeked huw the vote of £400 for 
ponnds waR expended? \V ere the iocal re.si
dent.- eJ.pected to cnntribute to the establish
ment of a new pound ? 

Tice HOME 8ECRETARY: In one or two 
in :.ta11ces, for special 1 t ,suns, local c.)ntributions 
had been asked for. Probably in those cases a 
limited number of people would be benefited. 
Amounts up to about £40 were usually allowed, 
but ~vmetime.-:, of c JUrse, leRs was granted. 

::\lr. KERR: The people of ,Jericho were 
pla< d at great disad vanta~·e, because when car
riFr:-<' ~tack was i1npounded it had to be driven 
38 miles to Alpho. There was a yard at Jericho 
in which a dip bad been constructed, but neither 
had been tided, and be believed application bad 
been made for the use of the yard as a pound. 
It would save a great deal of inconvenience, and 
be a great benefit to the people. 1J nder present 
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circumstance8, :fa carrier's stock was impounded, 
he had to pay travelling expenses for over 30 
miles as well as poundage. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: To whom does the 
yard belong ? 

Mr. KERR: He presumed to the Agricultural 
Department. 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY: All the local 
bench had to do was to apply to the Stock 
Department and inquire whether the yard could 
be used as a pound. 

Mr. MAXWELL : Referring to the vote for 
election expenses. he would suggest that economy 
could be practised if returning officers sent the 
ballot-boxes and papers by mail instead of by 
special messenger. In some cases, where they 
had to be sent 60 or 70 miles, it cost a consider
able amount to send hy messenger. 

The HOME SECRETARY : As a rule he 
believed the returning officers did the best under 
the circumstances. It was not always con
venient to send by mail, and in his own district 
he knew of instances where it was necessary to 
send by special me>'<enger, but as a rule thev 
were sent bY mail. " 

Mr. KERR: There was anot.her way in which 
the Home Secretary could effect some saving. 

There was one polliu!'-place in his 
[11·30 p. m.] own electorate which was not with-

in a. great diRta.nce frnrn another 
polling-place, and the presiding officer got £5, 
and yet there were only two votes recorded 
there. 

::\Ir. 1IAX'\VELL: He recollected a case where 
men had to go 80 miles to record three votes. 

Mr. LESI:0i A: :Nearly every hon. member 
could find in't"nces where the Government 
shnwed cheerful willingne's to establish polling
booths in order to get three votes when thev 
knAw that those votes would be for their side'; 
and in other places, where they knew the majo
rity of the votes would go "labom," there was 
the greatest difficulty in getting a polling-booth. 

The Huii!E SECRETARY : That is onlv a bald 
statement. " 

li1r. LESIN A: It was a fact. There was the 
case at OpvJton, where thirty or forty men had 
to ride 80 miles to record their votes. He had 
known them to borrow horses and travel that 
distance, record their votes, and then go back 

1 

again to their work the next day. Such a thing 
was infamous, and only a Government which was 
utterly shameless woG!d do this sort of business, 
but this Government was so utterly shameless 
that they would do anything. It was just as 
well that these facts "hould he made known. 

The H mm SECHE'rARY : If they were facts. 
Mr. LgSINA: They were facts. He knew 1 

places in his own e1ectorate where mJy one, two, 
1 

three, or four votes were recorded, because the 
men there said they would "go for the big 
fellow Government," <tnd yet in the face of all 
this, this Government was asking them to calmly 
pass this vote for £7,000 for the next election
they asked that smilingly. He would guarantee 
that the Government would "ee that there were 
polling-booths enough in the districts of Nundah, 
Cook, Balonne, and other places where they 
knew they had a majority of supporters. They 
would avoid doing everything that would tend 
to give Labour voters a chance of voting. 
They would even delay sending the lists, as 
they had seen in the case of the elections at 
.Kockhampton North and Gympie. }~very 
member's political existence depended on votes, 
and he wonld not be doing his duty if he did not 
point out these facts. He protested against this 
sort of business. They could see what low, mean, 
paltry steps this Government would take at 
times when dealing with hon. members on his 
side. They were quite willing to establish ten 
booths in Brisbane, and the Hon. A. J. Thynne, 

a gentleman in "another place," could go round 
in a cab and strike property votes, but not 
so at Millchester, where there were 200 or 
300 lllen living 5 miles away from Charters 
Towers. No, they wonld make these men walk 
or take a 'bus or a cart-they would not estab
lish a polling-booth there. Then the polling· 
booths in Charters Towers might be con
gested late in the afternoon, and the result 
would be that pmhaps 100 men would not be 
able to record their votes. This Government 
would not stop at anything like that-that was 
pettifogging and mean. He knew there were at 
one place in the Clermont district about lOO 
men, who had settled down, who worked hard, 
and who strove to make a livelihood, but they 
would not have a clmnce to record their votes at 
the next election, because this Government 
thought they had a democratic reputation-that 
thev would not vote for some browbeaten Go
vernment candidate. He strongly protested 
ao;rainst this vote going throngh, knowing how 
wretchedly this Government expended money. 
He hoped his remarks would he remembered. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Most of them have no 
foundation. 

i\Ir. LESIN A: 'l'hen with regard to contin
gencies, he noticed £2,000 or £3,000 put down for 
miscellan'lous expenditure, and if the Chief 
Secretary's Department had £2,000 put down for 
this, how was it that it was included in that 
item in the Home SecretarY's Estimates? He 
protested against the statement of the Home 
Secretary in that respect being made without 
proof. They had cut down the vote for hospitals 
and benevolent asylnms, and yet bPre hon. mem
bers were asked to pa;,cl £3,000 bolus-bolus, with
out any in veotigation. They had no idea how it 
would be expended. If the House and the coun
try were satisfied, all very well, but he was not 
at all sati&fied. 

Mr. KERR stated that, although Alpha was 
a place where revision court:; were held for the 
electoral districts of Clermont, Leichhardt, and 
Barcoo, the polling-place was taken away from 
it, and the resident electors were forced to travel 
38 miles by rail to record their votes. They had 
to pay their milway fares, and were compelled to 
wait for a train to take them home again. See
ing it was a place where a re-dsion court w:1s 
held, it was surely entitled to be a polling-place. 

The HOME SECRETARY suggested that 
the hon. member should bring the matter under 
the notice of the returning officer before the 
election. Notwithstanding all that had been 
said he could not bring to mind anv case in which 
a recommendation had been made by a return
ing officer for the establishment of a polling
place which had not been complied with. 

Mr. MAXWELL: We do not say it is the fault 
of the department. '\Ve say it is the fault of the 
returning otticers. 

The HOME SECRETARY: They were surely 
able to trust their returning officers. His 
experience of those gentlemen was that they 
were men with an earnest desire to do their dnty 
impartially. Notwithstanding what the hon. 
member for Clermont said, he was prepared to 
give a flat contradiction to the bulk of the state
ments the hon. member had made. Of course he 
had made them in general terms, and had given 
no instances as the hon. member for Barcoo had 
done . 

Mr. LESI)i'A: Opalton was a case I quoted. 
The HOME SECRETARY: There might 

have been some reason for it in that case that he
din not know. 

Mr. LESINA: Fancy the hon. gentleman 
making a general statement like that. He gave· 
him a specific instance, which was snfficient in, 
itself to prove the correctness of his contention. 
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The HoME SECRETARY : Yes, if your facts are 
correct --which they very seldom are. 

Mr. LESINA: He supposed the returning 
officer desired to c:ury favour with the Govern
rnent. Son1e returning officers had a \.Veakne,.,s 
in tbac direction, like some civil servant·, and 
refused to have polling-places in certain localities. 

Mr. MAXWELL did not think the Govern
ment were to blame in the matter at all. In his 
own electorate manv places had been missed 
simply through an oversight of the returning 
officer, who did not look into the matter very 
particularly, probably, and was not acquamted 
with the district. 

The HOME SECRE1ARY: That is quite possible. 
Mr. ::\fAXWELL: He bd hrought the 

matter up simply because he thonght it could be 
done much cheaper. 

The HO:\I.E SECRETARY: What the hon. 
member said was probably correct. He knew of 
an instance in his own elect(1rate where he 
might fairly expect to receive the larger number 
of votes at; that particular polling-place, but no 
polling-place was appointed there. 

Que-,tion put and passed. 

GlUNT IN AID m· ROADS AND BRIDGES. 

The HOME SECRETARY move<l that£-'i,OOO 
be granted in aid of roads and bridges. 'l'here 
was a large recluction in the vote, due entirely to 
the fact t.hat it wao necessary to curtail expen
dimre. 

Mr. GlVE::\'S: In addition to the very large 
rednction in the endowment to local amhorities, 
they were brought face to face with another 
reduction of £(j,000 in this grant. He should 
like some infonnatiun from the Horne SecreM 
tary as to the particular districts in which ,the 
£11.000 was Sf.'• nt last yr u, >'-nd he would also 
a~k, for a little con:"\ider ;tion for a distl'iet which 
was partly represen\ed by th · hon. member for 
vVo•,thakata and partly by himself, in the spend
ing of the £3,000 now ask•:d for. He took it 
that the vote w.ts J>Ht on the Estimates rnai>1ly 
for the pnrpoSt' of giving assi-;tance to out:->ide 
divisionrd boarclR which had to rnaintEtin nu-tin 
road' lf"1ding from the interior to the CO<iSt, ancl 
also to Rssist in building bridge'S, thr; cost of 
which \\- ,s ton gT' at for tl-w resourcf ·~ of any 
individual board. Lreading to the port.-, of Cairns 
and Port Douglas fr01n the intt;rior there was a 
10-chaill rllain road. It w \S a very difficult job 
to k,oep it open It weCJt uver the Herberton 
rangP ~1nd \Vt:l.S pretty nearly all in the territory 
of th~ Ttnaroo Board, and was pr:wtic Jl!y out,ide 
the pnrti:ms of the divisinu where there were any 
residents, or from which the local authority 
rec~ived anv rates. 

The Hm!E SEORETAHY: vVhat is there at the 
end of the road ? 

Mr. GIV.ENS: It was a main road leading to 
the ~1 areeba R til v;ay terminus, nnd at the u~her 
end were Herberton, Mount Garnet, Irvme
bank, and Watsonville. 

The HOii!E SECRETARY : Those are mining 
fields. You will have to go to the Secretary for 
Mines f0r aRsi;.;tance. 

Mr. GIVENS : Those places were mining 
centrt>s, hut it \Va8 also a m;l.in f..:t.ock road to the 
cu"st. There was a vote in the l\ciines Estimates, 
but that •vas for roads to new goldfields. 

The HOME SECHETAHY: The item in the 
Estimates for the l\cfines Department is £2,000 
for roads and bridges to gold and mineral field". 

Mr. GTVEI\S: Not a farthing of that vote 
was n vailable for the road he was referring to. 
The Tinaroo Divi;;ionnl Board n1ade application 
last year for a portion of this vote, and the 
Mini,ter assnred him that the matter would have 
his fa,'ourahle consideration. The board had 
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also made application this year for a grant for 
this road on which they had done a great deal of 
valm ble work from which theY derived only a 
"mall benefit dompared with the benefit derived 
from it by outside local authorities, who dirl r;ot 
contribute tow trds the expen~~e of 1ts main~ 
tenance. It. was the main road to Georgetown 
and all the \Ve>tern mail centres, and the board 
h"d built high-level hridges over the creekR, aud 
he thought they should receive a portion of this 
vote to assist th~n1 in rnaintaining the road. 
But whr~t he particularly wished to know was 
where this £11,000 was spent last year? 

The HOi\IE SECRETARY was under the 
impres"ion th"t the Tinaroo Divisional Board 
had not fared at all badly out of this vote. 
Unle;;s his memory misled him, the board bad 
received something like £600 ~r £?00 in ad~lition 
to their endown1ent, and qu1te urespect1 ve of 
any sum they had got from the l\ciines Depart
lllent. 

::\Ir. GrvENS : They never got a shilling from 
the. Mim·s Department for th;s road, but I 
believe the original road wacc opened by the. 
:;\fines Department. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: The vote f.,r the 
i\fines Department W<>S taken from the Home 
Secretary'...: Depart1nent, and "TaR a~hninistered 
on exP.ctly the same lims as the vote for the 
Horne Sem·etary's Departt11rnt, and the reason it 
was tranKferred to the }fines Department was 
bc·cau'e that de pal tment was likely to have 
better information with regard to roads on gold 
and minera.l fields. At any rate, the Tinaroo 
Divisi•mal Board got £150 hst year for the road 
from Athertlln to l'vfarePba. 

J\Ir. G IVJ<~NS : The Tinaroo Divisional Board! 
got £160 last. year for the maintenance of a roadi 
from Atherton to the Ru-sell River Gold Fields, 
but not for the road from Atherton to Mareeba. 
But he shonld like to hav0 the information as to 
bow the £11,000 voted iast. year had been spent. 

The H0:\1E SECHETARY was unnhle to 
give that inforrr ation, but nothing like £11,000 
was spent. As a matter of fact, not half that 
amouut v:as spent, because the Treasury refu,ed 
to carry forward a vote, R.nd moneys which wf're 
granted the previous year, to the extent of 
£6,000, had to be paid out of that £11,000, but 
he had uot got the particulars with him. 

:VIr. G IVEKS : It was very strange that the 
hon. gentleman knew that £150 had been granted 
for the road from Atherton to Il1areeba, and yet 
did not know anything about the other roads. 

The HO)!E SECRETAHY: It was for the year 
18fJn-1000 that the £150 was granted. 

Mr. GIVEN'S: He was speaking of last year, 
and he was satisfied that no such sum wa& 
granted to the Tinaroo Divisional Board for the 
road from Atherton to Mareeba for that year. 

It was surelv right that the Com
[12 p.m.] mittee should know that the money 

voted last year had been properly 
spent, but the information was not forthcoming. 
He harl an idea that a considerable portion of it 
was spent in some of the Southern electorate& 
which were not entitled to a shilling of it. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: Why should not the 
South get some of it ? 

Mr. GIVENS: He bad no objection in places 
where boards were likely to find difficulty in 
maintaining a large mileage of roads which were· 
not 'olely used Ly the people in the division;: 
but he did object to any portion of the vote being 
expended in suburban electorates aronnd Bris
bane. That was openly insinuated-he did not 
know it of his own knowledge-and the Home· 
Secretary refused to clear the matter up. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He had alr<>.ady 
expressed his regret that he had not the informa
tion here. It was not altogether his fault, or 
the fault of the officials, who- were under the 
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impression they had it with them. The hem. 
member objected to the South getting any 
portion of the vote. 

Mr. GIVENS said he had oiferrd no such 
objection, and the hr>n. gentleman must accept 
his denial. 

The HO :VIE SEOJlETARY s:1id he certainly 
understood the hon. member to say he objectEd 
to the South getting any portion of the vote. 
However, he would acce']Jt hi:> denial, and appeal 
to to-nwrrow's Hnnsard to see which vval') right. 

Mr. 'Gl"YEKS rose to a point of order. The 
hon. gentleman must accept his denbl without 
any qualification. 

The HO:\IE Sl:WRETARY: He would do so, 
but he still s1.id Hansa1•d woul,d be right. 

Mr. NEWELL said he w:ts sorry the vote 
had been cut down. He could use the entire 
amount in his own electorate. The road men
tioned bv the ban. member for Cairns went 
through very rough country, from hundreds of 
miles of which not a shilling of rates was 
received. He did not know what the people 
there would do unless they put their hand' into 
their own pockets, and unfortunate! v it was not 
like a hospital subscription-they clid not get 
£2 for every £1 subscribed. He fully expected 
that he would get the most of that £5,000 him
self. 

Mr. BRIDGES (Nundah): The vote was for 
£5,000, and the amount wns very small. There 
was £2,500 for roads and £2,500 for bridges. 
He would certainly do his best to get the £2,500 
to which he was •mtitled. 

:Mr. LESINA: Last year he wanted informa
tion with respect t,, this vote, but he did not get 
the information be wanted. He believed that if 
"'ll the information had been given it would have 
been found that the money was spent in :Minis
terial constituencies, and largely in the South. 
In his district there was a road over which con! 
'for the Government was dmwn 12 miles to the 
mea rest. rail way station, and n1oney was wanted 
'W repair that road. He supposed the reduction 
in the vote was due to the fact that Queensland 
had to pa~- her share of the war. There might 
be other re:tsons. There was £3,000 'pent in 
crackers the other day. 

The CHAIRMA:i\: The hon. member is out 
of order in referring to that on tbia vote. 

2\'lr. LESINA: He wanted to know why the 
Government had made the reduction in the vote. 
There was a deficit in the 'fteaeury, and he sup
posed it h"d to be made up by reduction,, in 
,current expenditure. Government mismanage
Inent and extravagance were responsiblP for the 
deficit. By reason of this reuuction in the vote, 
<Jommunication throughout the country would he 
interfered with ; trarle wonld consequently be 
jnterfered with; and the country generally 
would suffer. That would all be due to the fact 
that the Government, by extravagance and 
bminless administration--

The CHAIR:YIAN : Order ! 
Mr. LESI::-<A: Ky nnintelligent administra

tion they had made it necessary to reduce the 
vote. 

Mr. HAKRAN (Townsvillc) rose to a point of 
order. The> hon. member was not speaking to 
the question before the Committee. They had 
been listening for the lnst two houre to a lot of 
ridiculous noneense. and he trusted that i~ would 
be stopped. , 

The CHAIR:YIAN: The hon. member must 
be awar" that I have to guard against calling 
members to order unnecessarily, The hon. 
member for Clermont has wandered from the 
.question a good deal, and I again ask him to 
.speak to the question. 

Mr. LESINA bowerl to the ruling of the 
Chairman, and concluded by mentioning some of 
the evils that would follow in the train of the 
rednctioa of the vot '• for which the extmvagance 
of the Government in the past was responsible. 

Question put and pas"ed. 
The House re•umed ; tbe CHAIRii[AX reported 

that the Committee had come to certain resolu
tions, and the re:;olution:-5 were <?rdered to be 
received at the next sitting of the House. 

The Committee obtained leave to sit again at 
the next sitting of the House. 

ABORIGINALS PROTECTION A;'-ID RE
STRICTION OF THE SALE o:B' OPIUM 
BlLL. 

evlESSAGE PROl\1 THll COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Legislative Council, intimating 
that they had agreed to the Bill with amend
ments, in which they invited the concurrence of 
the Assembly. 

Ordered that the message be taken into con
sideration at the next sitting of the House. 

The House adjourned at twenty-three minutes 
past 12 o'clock. 




