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Questions.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

TrEsDAY, 1 OcroBER, 1901,

The SpraxER (Hon, Arthur Morgan, Warwick)
took the chair at half-past 8 v’clock.

PETITIONS.
LicensiNG AcT—SuNpay TRADING.

Mr. CAMERON (Brisbane North) presented
a petition signed by 11,500 residents of the State
of Queensland against the recommendations of
the licensing commission in reference to Sunday
trading.

Petition read and received.

SHopPs AND FACTORIES ACT.

Mr. STEPHENSON (Ipswich) presented a
petition, signed by 427 residents of Ipswich and
district, in favour of the amendment of the Shops
and Factories Act of 1900, so far as it relates to
Saturday afternoon closing.

Petition received.

PAPERS.

The following papers, laid upon the table of
the House, were ordered to be printed : —

(1) Report on geology of the Dawson and
Mackenzie Rivers, with special reference
to the occurrence of anthracitic coal.

(2) Despatch, dated 24th July, 1901, respect-
ing the Venice Internasional Sanitary
Conference and Convention relating to
bubonic plague.

(3) Report, for 1900, of the Comptroller-
General of Prisons,

(4) Report, for 1900, on the Government
Printing Office.

The following paper was laid on the table of
the House :—Report on proposal to construct a
tramway from Cooran to Pinbarren Creek.

PORT NORMAN, NORMANTON, AND
CLONCURRY RAILWAY.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Leahy, Bulloo) laid upon the table copy
of all correspondence relating to the construction
and maintenance of a railway from Port Norman
by way of Normanton and Cloncurry.

Mr. BrowxE : Do you move that it be printed ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:

No; there is nothing in it, I can assure you.

QUESTIONS.
SHUNTING OF TRUCKS BY AFGHANS,

Mr. GIVENS (Cuirns) asked the Secretary
for Railways—

1. {s it true that Afghans are permitted to shunt
trucks at the Lappa Station on the Chillagoe Railway ¥

2. Is it true that the Afghans using or shunting the
trucks at that station allowed two trucks to get away
and run about 7 miles down the line on the 18th
Septenber last *

3. Is it true that the two runaway trucks were only
stopped justin time to prevent a collision with the up
mail train on that date?

1. Will the Minister inquire into this matter, and
‘take the necessary action to prevent such occurrences
in future ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
replied—

1. It is not true that Afghans are permitted to shunt
wagons at Lappa Station; but, on a recent occasion,
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some Afghans moved two wagons without the consent
of the stationmaster, and while the latter was away
from the station at breakfast.

2. These two trucks got away and ran 6} miles down
the line on 18th September.

3. No; the train was stopped at Boonmoo, a station
20 miles from Lappa.

4. Action has been taken to preventsuch occurrences
in future.

CrosinG or BoaT PasSAGE.
Mr, BARNES (Bulimba) asked the Trea-

surer—

1. Jlas his attention been drawn to a letter appearing
in yesterday’s issuc of the Zelegraph.in which it was
stated that the Boat Passage was still being used by
the dredges for the deposit of siltt

2. Is this a correct statement?

3. Do the Government intend closing the Boat Pas-
sage ¥

4. If so, when?

The TREASTRER (Hon. T. B.
Ipswich) replied—

1. Yes.

2. No: silt is being dumped into a deep hole near the
mouth of the Passage, but not in the channel.

3. No present intention of doing so.

Cribb,

AGRICULTURAL LAKDS IN THE UPPER BARRON.

Mr. NEWELL (Woothakata) asked the
Secretary for Agriculture—

1. Does the Government intend opening the agricul-
tural lands in the Upper Barron for selection?

2. If so, whea

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS
(Hon. W. B. H. O’Connell, Musgravz) replied—

The land is being mspected, and the question of
opening it for selection will be considered later.

GUARANTEED RAILWAY LEDGER ACCOUNTS.

Mr., SMITH (Bowen), in the absence of Mr.
Bell, asked the Secretary for Railways—

1. What is the number of guarantccd railway ledger
acecounts ¥

2. What is the total amount gnaranteed?

3. What ave the names of the insurance companies
acting as guarantorsr

4. What is the total ammount of preminms paid per
annun to the insurance companies acting as guaran-
tors ¥

The SECRETARY TFOR RAILWAYS
replied—

1. 325.

2. £100,375.

3, The New Zealand Accident and Insurance Com-
pany.

4, £906 1s. 6d.

MINING ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
MrssAGE rrRoOM THE COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Council returning this Bill
with amendments, in which the Council re-
guested the concurrence of the Assembly.

Ordered that the message be taken into con-
sideration to-morrow.

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE
ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
MESSAGE ¥ROM THE COUNCIL.

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a
message from the Council returning this Bill
with amendments, in which the Council re-
quested the concurrence of the Assembly.

Ordered that the message be taken into con-
siaeration to-morrow,
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RESUMPTION oF COMMITTEE.
HOME SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT—SALARIES.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G.
Foxton, Carnarron) moved that £3,990 be
granted for salaries. There was only one small
increase of £20 in this vote. There were two
small items of £10 each, which were really not
increases this year hut last year, only through a
clerical error they did not appear in last year’s
Estimates. These cfficers accordingly appeared
as paid £10 each less than they were entitled to
under the regulations. The error had been
corrected as far as possible by allowing them to
work overtime.

Mr, MAXWELL asked if the officers of
the department were paid overtime, and, if so,
what was the rate paid?

. The HOME SECRETARY : He might men-
tion that the clerks in the Home Secretary’s
Department were probably worked as long hours
a8 any men in the public service. If their over-
time work was the ordinary routine work of the
iiepa,rmlent, they were not paid overtime ; but
if they were doing special work which could be
differentiated from the ordinary work of the
department, and was work really in addition to
their ordinary duties, they were paid overtime.
The rate depended upon the status of the
officers, and was provided for by the regulations.

(Juestion put and passed.

PRINCIPAL ELECTORAL REGISTRAR,

The HOME SECRETARY moved that
£1,125 be granted for the Principal Electoral
Registrar, . There was a decrease of £30 in
salaries owing to changes in the personnel of the
officers, and there was an increase of £35in post-
age and incidentals, resulting in a decrease of
£5 for the vote,

Mr, BROWXNE (Mroydon) said that there were
some matters which required explanation upon
this vote. Inthe past the work of electoral re-
gistration had been under the direct control of
the Home Secretary, but some years ago an Act
was passed by which the Principal Electoral
Registrar was appointed, and made responsible
for the work. There had been a great many
complaints during the last twelve months about
the way things were going on in the department,
but he was not going to deal with them all,
Twice during the present session he had asked
questions regarding the matter. On 30th July,
he asked the Home Secretary with regard
to rolls not being supplied at the Gympie
election in time for the election, with regard
to rolls being supplied a week afterwards
in connection with the Toowoomba election, and
not being supplied at Rockhampton North the
week following the election at Toowoomba. The
hon. gentleman said that inquiry was being
ma-d«? as to the cause of the delay in the trans.
mission of the list from Rockhampton North.
That case was sub judice, so he would only say
that if the electoral registrar, or whoever was
responsible for it, had done his duty, and had
had those rolls printed in time, neither the
country nor the parties in the case that was now
proceeding would have been put to a lot of
trouble and expense. Then, again, on the 25th
Septe_mber he asked the Home Secretary some
questions regarding the wholesale challenging
that had gone con during the past month
through the Principal FElectoral Registrar’s
Department, in connection with the rolls,

he hon. gentleman replied that it was in
the l.xands of the electoral registrars, and
that if any direct charge was brought against
any electoral registrar, he would have an
inguiry. Now it was very hard to bring a direct
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charge against any electoral registrar, and he,
for one, was not going to do it. At the same
time everyone knew that largs numbers of men
had been challenged, and practically disqualified.
It had occurred to an extent beyond anything
that had happened in the colony before, and it
was the same in every electorate. He had
received complaints from all parts of the colony,
and no one seemed to know who was the cause of
its being done. That afternoon since he had
come to the House he had received a letter from
a gentleman living in the Maranoa electorate,
which contained a copy of the notice he had
received. The writer said—

I am a grazing farmer on Murilla Station, and have
not beex: off my selection for the past twelve months,
and have never heen out of the electoral distriet of
Maranoa since I came here some six or eight years ago.
Here was another that had been sent down to
him-—(hclding up a long slip cut from a news-
paper) — which would show the expense the
country as well as private individuals were
being put to. It was the list that was issued in
Townsville this year, and he himself could
recognise at least a score of names of men who
were resident in Townsville, and he was sure
that the two members for Townsville must know
many more names of well-known people in
Townsville. Anyone, without the least trouble,
could know from just walking along the street
that they were not absent from the place. Yet
lots of them were marked as *‘left,” while others
were marked as “dead.” It seemed to him that
there must be somebody else behind the electoral
registrars in the matter.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I was put off the
roll for Brisbane North myself last year.

Mr. J. HamirroN: So was I; and I only
crossed the street.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Who was
behind that? Somebody on the other side, T
suppose.

Mr. BROWNE : Because an injustice had
been doue to the Attorney-General, he, the lead-
ing Crown Law Officer of the colony, should not
give that as a reason for saying that an injustice
should be done to anybody else.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : I am dealing with
the suggestion that there must be somebody be-
hind it.

AMr. BROWNE : He had a circular, and it
was perfectly permissible to show it there. It
was sent round by the Queensland Electoral
Registration Society, and dealt especially with
the electoral laws, and stated what they were
doing in that matter. It was signed by a Mr.
Richard P. Adams, as secretary, and said that
all communications should be addressed to R.
P. Adarms, and that all cheques should be crossed
and made payable to the Queensland Electoral
Registration Society oaly.

The HonE SECRETARY : What is the date of it

Mr. BROWXNE: It was issued during last
month. The date wasnot on the
paper, but it stated that the follow-
g wasan ‘“ extract from the report
laid before last board meeting ” :—

Drar 8ir,—The following is an extract from the
report laid before last board meeting :—

*“On 27th July we placed four men at work to obtain
names of persons ‘dead,” ‘left, and * disqualified,” one
for Brisbane South, one Enoggera, and one Toowong,
and one man to visit business firms in Brisbane North,
to coliect names of employees and examine rolls to see
if their names were on them. This man had also to
render clerical assistance to the secretary in sending to
355 various ceuntres of the State copies of the electoral
roll, together with forms for placing persons on the roll,
and examples of how to fill in claim form ; instructions
how to send notice to the electoral registrars to have
the names of those ‘dead,’“left,” and ‘disqualified’erased
from the rol], with forms and examples for executing
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this work. These have had good effect; communications
thanking the board have heen received for same from
numerous persons and associations, embracing, amongst
others, the districts of Bowen, Cambooya, Cairns, Card-
well, Cununamwla, Gymple, Giadstone, IIughenden,
Ipswich, ifackay, Maryborough, uttabwrra, Rich-
mond River, Roekhampton, Tharzomindah, ete., etc.
The result will he felt all over the State. From this
office alone the namwus of 850 persous have been sent to
electoral registrars to be erased; in thirty warehouses
and offices 465 names were collected ; 249 are not on
the roll, and many heing wrongly described new forms
are heing prepared; 67 claims froin these have been
sent to the courts; 4 others have besn maude out
and sent hy pest to the persons to be signed, attested,
and returned, so that they inay be inserted in the
various rolls, and over 140 are now prepared awaiting
sigratures,

““In Brisbhane fionth, Enoggera, and Toowong, 3,735
inguiries have been made. Of these noticesto erase the
names of 195 have been sentin, and 1,153 haveto be placed
on the roll ; these are reported to be all, or nearly so,
wupporters of the law and order party. \We have sent
to the August courts the names of 200 persons to be
placed on the roll, and to this date (30th August) have
sinee sent 221 more, o1 a total of 421,

*“In a few days the lists of those marked to be erased
from the rolls will be published, and it will be necessary
to check these and get our supporters reinstated,
which is a large undertaking.”

You will from the foregoing see we have done, and
:are now doing, good work, but our funds are exhausted.
Is this work to stop for want of money, or will our
friends provide casb that we may at that rate place on
the rolls the 1,250 or s0 we know are not registered?

‘When this association sent round these circulars
and had asked that certain names be marked off
certain electoral rolls, they oughtto know who was
running the show—whether it was the electoral
registrars or whether it was this assoclation. He
might say that with this circular came two
‘very nice little books of rules, and he was very
pleased to see how the members of this associa-
tion had fallen in with some of the rules of the
Labour party.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: You set
the example.

Ar. BROWNE : Not with regard to striking
‘men off the rolls.

The HOME SECRETARY :
sincerest flattery.”

Mr, BROWNE : That was so, but whatever
the Labour party had done to put men on the
voll, they had never tried to knock men off the
rolls. They always believed in givicg every
man the easiest pussible means of getting on rolls,
-and In leaving their names on until something
hz';ppened which would cause them to be struck
Q.

T?e HoME SECRETARY : Whether qualified or
not ?

Mr. BROWNE : He saw that this society had
a_temporary organising committee, and he was
pleased to see that, after all the abuse that had
been hurled from the other side against
organisers. This committee consisted of the
Hon, A. J. Thynne, M.L.C., chairman; Alder-
mau L. G. Corrie, Alderman John Currie, Mr,
A. G. C. Hawthorne, Mr. B, A. Gaden, John
Reid, and P. J. Leahy. The treasurer was Mr.
Morse, and the secretary Mr. D. R. J. Watson.
The other day the junior member for Fortitude
Valley entertained the House by reciting the
pledge of the Labour party—he did not know for
what reason, for it was well known all over the
country, and could be seen in every Labour or
democratic organ. But be would point out to
‘the hon. member for Fortitude Valley that had
thiselectoral registration society been in existence,
and had it had any power at the last election in For-
titude Valley, that hon. member would have been
branded as a blackleg. (Laughter.) There was
-one rule in this association which he would read,
and which came very close to one of the rules of
the Labour party. The rules provided for

“Imitation is the
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nomination of candidates in the orthodox Labour
fashion. Then a plebiscite was provided for, and
clause 18 provided—

That the committee may reject the name of any
person so nominated unless he undertakes to retire
from the contest in case he ixnot selected as a candidate
hy the branch, and also to give his active support to
the person or persons selected as candidates by the
braneh.

That was the very thing that the Labour party
had been working on for years.

The SECRETARY FOR RaTLwavs: When bad
men combine, good men associate.

Mr., BROWNE : That was the reason why
they had associated o closely on his side—when
they saw the combination on the other side. All
men had a perfect right to form themselves into
an association, and to use every legitimate means
to return their own candidates at elections.

The HoME SECRETARY : And purify the
rolls.

Mr. BROWNE : Hewas not talking about puri-
fying the rolls. (Government laughter.) Hon.
members opposite might talk about purifying
the rolls, but three years ago he had questioned
the hon. gentleman about an unfortunate man,
who had been unjustly dealt with. He referred
to the late member for Cambooya.

Mr. J. HauinTox : What did Judge Real say
about his evidence ?

Ar. BROWNE: Xveryone knew that there
were men in that constituency who had been
challenged, and who had no more right to be on
that roll than he had to be on himseli.

The HoME SEcrerany : Should they not have
been removed ?

Mr. BROWNE : It was the duty of the Prin-
cipal Electoral Registrar and the Home Secre-
tary to do that instead of allowing any private
association or any private individuals having
such power. The association, previous to this
Rlectoral Registration Association, was called
the Electoral Registration League, of which the

Premier was the president ; and after the terrible
failure that league had experienced, after the
beating they got at the Federal elections, he said
that this association must be prepared to be
beaten also. He objected to any such associa-
tion getting information from, and writing ta
electoral registrars, and it was well known that
the old society had written to the electoral regis-
trars, and had issued instructions to them.
Were they going to be governed by these bits of
cliques which were continually springing up?
One of his colleagues had counted up 107
branches of this association which had already
been formed, and if every one of them was going
to take up the time of the electoral registrars
in this way, where was the thing going to end?
Tt was a scandalous shame that any elector,
particularly those living a long way out, should
be put to all this trouble and expense to prove
that they had a right to be on the roll. It was
an injustice, And look at the expense it was
putting the country to! Of course the newspapers
benefited a good bit by it, because these things
had to be advertised, but the expense fell on the
general taxpayer, and the Government had not a
penny to spare for necessary things. He would
like to know by what means the electoral registrar
got the information which led to those people
being put to all this trouble. He thought
there must be over 10,000 elsctors in Queens-
land who had received notice to qualify them-
selves at the November court. If this sort of
thing was going to be continued without any
satisfactory explapation, he intended to move as
a protest a reduction in the salary of the
Principal Electoral Registrar. With regard to
the local registrars, he thought a word cught to
be said to them. He had met a good many of
them, and so far as he knew they were men who
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honestly tried to do their duty. Of course they
had this duty to perform in addition to their
other duties. He thought the officer in charge
of this important branch should be responsible
for the work done by thelocal electoral registrars.

The HOME SECRETARY : He did not
intend to follow the hon. member through all
the ramifications of his speech, which from his
point of view was a very excellent electioneering
speech. The hon. member had been posing as
an innocent. He had just discovered that there
were two organisations in this country, one
dominated by the party that ruled the Labour
party, and the other endeavouring to combat
the nefarious designs of the one to which ke had
just referred. The hon. member had also dis-
covered that it was a habit of both organisations
to give information to the electoral registrars to
assist them in their work. Surely the hon.
member was sufficiently familiar with section
14 of the Act, which vrequired electoral
registrars to perform certain duties. Between
the 1st and the 31st August they had to
examine the rolls in force, also the bi-monthly
lists for August, and after inquiry from the resi-
dents in the district and the inspection of the
rate-books, lists of selectors, lists of pastoral
tenants, and any other documents, they must
place the word *“ dead” against the name of any-
one they believed to be dead, the word *“left”
against the name of every person whose qualifi-
cation was residence and who they had reason to
believe had left; and the word  disqualified”
against the name of any person they had reason
to believe was under a disqualification or had
become disqualitied under one gualification with-
out having acquired another qualification.
Then they were required to give notice to
the individuals marked, and to advertise their

names. That was the process. And it was
the duty of the electoral registrar, amongst

other things, to make due inquiry from the resi-
dents in the district. There was the secretary
of an organisation which laid itself out particu-
larly to obtain information vegarding matters
with which the electoral registrar himself was
required to deal; and what more natural than
that when he received an intimation from that
individual that certain persons had left, died, or
become disqualified, or ceased to be qualified—
what more natural than that he should make
due inquiries ? And having made due inquiry, if
he was satisfied that the information was not
correct, it was his duty to take no further notice
of it ; if, on the other hand, he had such evidence
as led him to a primd facie view that the
information was correct, it was then his duty to
advertise. That was the plain, simple fact in
regard to the matter. It was open to any
organisation or any elector throughout the State
to give information to any electoral registrar,
and it was the duty of the registrar to make
inquiries as to whether the information was cor-
rect or not.

Mr, Bowman: Before he knocks them off?

The HOME SECRETARY: He did not
knock them off. That was where the hon. mem-
ber made a mistake. Of course the electoral
registrar was not omniscient. He did not know
everything or everybody ; but he made the best
inquiries he could, and if he verified the informa-
tion in any way, it was his duty to warn the
man objected to that unless he proved his claim
he would be omitted from the roll. If the argu-
ment of the leader of the Opposition was pushed
to its logical conclusion it amounted to saying
that there should be no revision of the rolls at
all. The hon. member boasted, when he got
very warm, that the organisation which did this
work for the party of which he was leader did
not object to men who were on the roll; he
‘boasted further that they confined their efforts
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to putting names on the roll. That was called
sometimes by a very hard name—it all de-
pended whether they were entitled to go on the
roll or not. If they were entitled it was a
perfectly legitimate thing to do. But it was
clearly necessary that those who were not en-
titled to vote should mot remain on the roll,
because every man who was not entitled to
vote, but who remained on the roll, deprived
somebody else of the effect of his vote. Hon.
members would of course understand that if a
man was improperly on one roll he might, with-
out the knowledge of the electoral registrar of
the district concerned, be on some other roll,
and if the hon. member’s argument was to be
carried to its logical conclusion, he would hold
that there was to be no revision at all. The
man would then be on two rolls, and what then
would become of the boasted advocacy of one
man one vote?

Mr. BowiMax: What about the claim he fills-
up? He has to say whether he is on another
roll or not.

The HOME SECRETARY : Did the hon.
member suppose that a man was always so green
as to fill that up ?

Mr. Bowyan : If he does not he makes a false
declaration.

The HOME SECRETARY : They had heard
of that before. That was nothing new. The
hon. member paid a compiiment to the electoral
registrars throughout the State. He desired to
endorse what the hon. member said, but those
were the very men against whom the hon. mem-
ber complained.

Mr. W. Hamruron : He means that if they are
left alone he has confidence in them.

The HOME SECRETARY : They were left
alone, and severely left alone. The instructions
given to them were purely of a general character,
and the Principal Blectoral Registrar had nothing
whatever to do with the work about which the
hon. member complained. .

Mr, Givexs: Why does he send telegraphic
instructions to them ?

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon, mem-
ber might know all about the selegraphic in-
structions, but he contended that they were of a
general character relating to their duties. That
was what the Principal Electoral Registrar was
there for. A number of the district regisirars
were connected with other branches of the
service, and their electoral duties were a sort
of excresence, of which such officers as police
officers had a good many. They were men who-
necessarily were not well versed in the electoral
laws, and were not able to decide questions
of law which arose in connection with their
duties. The duties were often performed by
young clerks of petty sessions, police officers,
or perhaps postmasters, who were very often
at fault as to what their duties were. In that
case they appealed to the Principal Electoral
Registrar, who advised them as to what they
ought to do under certain circumstances. It
very frequently happened, he regretted to say,
that those officers with all their zeal and de-
sire to do their duty did not carry out their
duties with the utmost possible care, and one
could not expect it under the circumstances.
He believed the men did their best, but he
could assure the hon. member that the mis-
takes made by the district registrars caused
the Principal Electoral Registrar an enormous
amount of work. INow, as to the claims which
were put in in any particular district, and the
information supplied to any district officer, the
Principal Electoral Registrar had nothing what-
ever to do with that. He did not handle those:
claims at all. It was not part of his duby, but if
something came before him which was palpably
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wrong, it was his duty to call attention to
it. He was perfectly certain that Mr. Boyce
had done his very best in the performance of
his duties, but as to any instructions of the
character suggested by the hon. member being
issued by him, nothing of that sort had emanated
from the Home Secretary’s Department. It was
the duty of the Principal Electoral Registrar to
advise as to the best course to be adopted on an
A B C case. That was what he was for.
Beyond that the hon. member would find that
there was no interference whatever in the regis-
tration of names, the supply of information, or
in dealing with the information which might be
supplied to district registrars,

Mr. BROWNE : The hon. gentleman had
not given the information asked for now. He
got up and at first talked about the nefarious
practices adopted by his (Mr. Browne’s) side.
He confessed he did not know what they were.

The HoME SECRETARY : I was only jocular.

Mr. BROWNE : If the hon. member knew
about any nefarious practices which had been
adopted, he should be glad to hear them, If the
hon. member was jocular, of course that altered
the matter.

Mr. BowMax: It doesn’t read that way in
Hansard.

_ The HoME SrcRETARY : No, I am glad of the
interjection.

Mr, BROWNE : The hon. gentleman talked
about two organisations doing similar work.
Well, the organisation that he was connected
with, the hon. gentleman would admit, did not
take action towards getting men off the rolls,
and whether they erred in that respect was a
matter of opinion. If, on the other hand, jus-
tices wrongfully witnessed claims, the hon.
gentleman’s department could proceed against
them. It would be better to prosecute a num-
ber of men who had made false claims than
sacrifice a lot of men who had done nothing of
the sort. The hon. gentleman spoke of the out-
side electoral registrars, and the amount of work
they had todo. That was the very reason why
he had brought the matter up, and the hon.
gentleman would see why he objected so strongly
to an unauthorised body like the registration
society interfering. The hon. gentleman would
know thatmostof theregistrars were hard-working
Government servants who had other depart-
mental work to attend to. Take the instance he
had quoted from the typewritten report of the
society., They stated that they had sent in 850
names to the registrars to be erased. Did the
hon. gentleman think that the registrars, who
were being paid nothing extra for performing
that work, were going to pay sufficient attention
to find out the bong fides of those 850 objections ?

The ordinary electoral registrar,
[4°30 p.m.] receiving anything like S00 objec-

tions, had such a multitude of other
duties to perform, that be had no time to go
through all the names called in question.

The HoME SECRETARY : Where were the S30
objections sent in ?

Mr. BROWNE : It was somewhers about
Brisbane. He read it in the circular letter.

The HouE SEORETARY: If it was Brisbane,
there are salaried officers whose special duty it is
to attend to such matters,

Mr. BROWNE : He knew the electoral regis-
trar for South Brishane was the clerk of petty
sessions there, and had other duties to perform
as well as those of electoral registrar,

The HoME SECRETARY : It is part of his duties.

Mr. BROWNE: What he wished to point
out was, that there were some of the officials
who had so many other duties to perform that if
they received 800 objections, or, as they did in
some other places, 200 or 300, they had not the
time to investigate every name marked dead,
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left, or disqualified. The hon. gentleman might
say that he thought that they had the time to
verify every one of the objections before sending
notices out, but he knew they had not. Yet
this moant that a great many of those whose
names were marked were practically disfran-
chised, because a great many of them never
received the circulars.

Mr. TurNER : I know numbers who have never
left their homes have had their names struck off.

The Houg SECRETARY : The Attorney-General
was treated in that way last year.

Mr. BROWNE: Was that an excuse? He
thought the fact of one man being treated with
injustice should make him sympathise with
others who were heing treated with njustice.
The hon. gentleman knew very well that it was
no trouble for the Home Secretary or the
Attorney-General to get a mistake like that
rectified. All he had $o do was to sit down and
write a letter, and the matter was attended to at
once. But it was quite different with an ordi-
nary working man or an ordinary business man.
They were practically disfranchised by thix pro-
cedure. He also wished to refer to the printing
and circulation of electoral rolls. Three by-elec-
tions had taken place within the last few months.
The Gympie election took place on &th June,
The revision court was held on 4th June, and
the claims made at the April courts were then
confirmed. On the 8th June the election took
place, and though some fifty men were practi-
cally voters on the roll, they were not allowed
to vote, because the rolls were not there. Of
course that to a certain extent was because
there were only four days between the registra-
tion court and the polling day, and there was
not time to get the rolls down to Brisbane and
get them back again to Gympie. Of course
there was something in that, but he asked
the hon, gentleman who it was who appointed
the polling day? (Laughter.) The hon. gentle-
man laughed.

The Homr Sscrerary: Certainly; I cannot
help it. Who issues the writ?

Mr. BROWNE: The Speaker, of course.
Knowing the circumstances, he thought the
electoral registrar, who was in charge of the
department, should make every effort to see that
every qualified voter was allowed to vote on the
polling day.

Mr. Turrey : It depends on which side they
are going to vote.

The Houe SECRETARY ; That is worthy of the
man it comes from.

Mr. BROWNE: He maintained that every
man should be allowed to use his vote, if he were
entitled to vote. If the time was too short to
allow of the form of sending the roll down to
Brisbane to be printed, why should not the
returning officer, who knew these men, and
knew that they were entitled to vote, be at
liberty to allow them to vote ? The next election
took place on the 15th June. This was at
Toowoomba. The rolls arrived there only the
day before the poll took place. On the 22nd
June another election came on in North Rock-
hampton. In that case the returning officer had
a list of certain men who were entitled to vote,
and still something happened to prevent them
voting.

The Home SECRETARY : They did not get the
rolls.

Mr. BROWNTE : The hon. gentleman would
admit there was some injustice there.

The Hoye SecrErary : I will admit that the
law is not satisfactory.

Mr. TrriEy: The administration is not
satisfactory.

The HoME SECRETARY : The administration is
all right.
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Mr. BROWNE: He was asking these
questions because he wanted to know who was to
blame. He was one of those who voted for the
Act under which the Principal Klectoral
Registrar was appointed, and, with other hon.
members, he believed at the time that things
would then work more satisfactorily, but there
seemed to be more trouble now than there was
when the whole thing was simply in the hands
of the Home Secretary.

Mr. MULCAHY (Gympic): At the risk of
being charged with electioneering, he would like
to say a few words upon this matter. Just before
the last Gympie election he went to Mr. Bythe-
way, the returning officer, and asked him if the
men whose names had been confirmed a few days
before weuld be allowed to vote. Mr. Bytheway
said that he was not quite sure, but he would
send a wire to the Principal Electoral Registrar,
Mr. Boyce. He received a reply * Yes, they
will be allowed to vote,” or ““will be eligible to
vote,” It was a most extraordinary thing that
a day or two afterwards when the election took
place these men were not allowed to vote.

The HoME SECRETARY : Have you the wire?

Mr. MULCAHY : No, hehad not. It wasin
better hands than his; in the hands of Mr.
Bytheway, the returning officer. He felt very
much interested in these names, because he be-
lieved the majority of the votes would have gone
in his favour, Tt was only reasonable to suppose
that official information of that kind would be
correct. He would like to know why the infor-
mation was given? Was it given to mislead
them ? They sentround to the men whose names
were on that roll that they would be allowed to
vote. In fact, they went so far as to put a para-
graph in the paper, and quoted the wire.

The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon.

‘member had been courteous enough to let him
know that he intended bringing the matter up,
he would have had the papers here. The
Principal Electoral Registrar informed him that,
so far as his memory went, he sent no such tele-
gram. If he had known that the hon. member
was going to raise the question, he would have
had his papers there, and would have been able
‘to speak positively., He did not thinki!it was atall
likely that the Principal Electoral Registrar had
sent any such telegram, because he probably would
not know at that time whether the roll would be
in the hands of the returning officer in time,
Practically, with their bi-monthly registration
courts, the additional rolls came so closely upon
-one another that there were only ‘about three
weeks, or less than three weeks, in every two
months during which elections could be held
without the chance of questions like that arising.
It really caused a grent deal of inconvenience and
confusion. Notwithstanding that the very best
efforts of the electoral registrars, the printing
office, and the Principal - Electoral Registrar, so
far as he had anything to do with it, were put
forth, at some of the bi-elections it would happen
that it would be impossible to get the rolls in
time.

Mr. JENKINSON : Could not you get the rolls
printed locally ?

The HOME SECRETARY: No.

‘would not be practicable, or feasible.

ll}Ir. JENKINSON : Only the supplementary
rolls.

Mr. RypaxD: Some of them are printed
locally now.

The HOME SECRETARY : Not the supple-
mentary rolls either, he thought. He thought

‘the work ought to be done in the Government
Printing Office, because there was a special staff
for the work there, and they must remember
that the misspelling of a name might deprive a
man of his vote.

That
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Mr, Jexkinsox: They are checked by the
Principal Electoral Registrar, are they not?

The HOME SECRETARY: Well, the
Principal Electoral Registrar was in Brisbane,
and the rolls might just as well be printed at
the Government Printing Office, where the work
would be done very much quicker than return-
ing them to the local town after they were
checked and then have them printed there.

Mr. JENKINSON : But the type iz already set
up in the local papers, because the names have
appeared in the local papers.

The HOME SECRETARY : He would make
inquiry in a moment as to whether that could
possibly be done, but he was under the impres-
sion that there was some objection to it, although
he might not have given the correct reason.
The hon. member for South Brisbane interjected
that it was the administration that was at fault.
He absolutely denied that there had been any
default in the administration, or any laxity in
the administration of the Principal Electoral
Registrar, or on the part of the Home Secretary’s
Office, which really had nothing to do with the
matter now.

Mr. Retp: Then who was the cause of the
delay at Gympie and Rockhampton North ?

The HOME SECRETARY : There was no
delay at all at Gympie, so far as he knew. Kvery
possible effort was made to expedite it, both by
the Principal Electoral Registrar and by the
Government Printing Office. At North Roeck-
hampton there was delay, and the delay was
caused by theelectoral registrar. Speaking from
memory, elevendays were allowed to elapse before
he sent down the list.

Mr. W, Havtvrox: Does he still keep that
office ? .

The HOME SECRETARY : He did.

Mr. W. Hayirron : Then he should not.

The HOME SECRETARY : He bad to per-
form other duties.  Did the hon. member think
he ought to be dismissed ?

Mr. W. Hamivrox : Yes, or any other officer
who was guilty of that sort of thing.

The HOME SECRETARY: He wondered
whether the hon. member would like to be dis-
missed from that House for every mistake he
made in answering a letter or something of that
sort. The hon. member must see that auto-
cratic conduct of that sort would not be
tolerated by the public. Every man was liable
to make a mistake, and civil servants were
liable to do the same. He probably was
censured, but to say that a man was to lose
his means of livelihood. after faithful service to
the State for probably twenty vesrs—he did not
know how long he had been in the service—but
to say that, because he made one little lapse—
which it was quite possible he made some
explanation of-—he was certainly called upon to
offer one. It was possible that he explained
that he was quite unable to do that in time
owing to pressure of other duties—but still the
hon. member for Gregory would dismiss him at
once because he had made one mistake—even if
it was a mistake.

Mr. W. Hawumrox : Look at the litigation
that has ensued over it.

The HOME SECRETARY : He could not
foresee the litigation.

My, REID: He could always foresee making a
blunder like that.

"The HOME SECRETARY was sorry that
hon. members had not given him intimation that
the papers would be required. He would have
been very glad to have them, because he must do
the officer in question the justice tosay that both
the Under Secretary and the Principal Electoral
Registrar, who were in the gallery, informed him



Supply.

that, although they were unable to say exactly |

what his explanation was, it was o a certain
extent satisfactory,

Mr. W, HaysuToN : More Labour votes.

The HOME SECRETARY: He was quite
sure that neither the Under Necretary nor the
Principal Electoral Registrar knew anything
about that. He knew nothing about it. He
never saw the roll, or heard of it, until he heard
that it arrived in Rockhampton on the very
evening of the day on which the poll was taken,
notwithstanding the delay.

Mr. Rero: There was plenty of time, even
with the eleven days thrown in.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber scemed to know a great deal more about it
than the officers. Had he the run of the whole
«of the offices ?

Hl\lllr. Forsyra : He runs the show—the Trades
all.
The HOME SECRETARY : Was that it ?

Mr. TvrLEY : The “ Political Ass” is the only
association that runs the offices. We know all
about that,

The HOME SECRETARY : He was assured
that every effort was made. His instructions
were that every possible effort should be made to
get those rolls out. He was very sorry when he
found the dates fixed for those elections were
such that there was likely to be that difficulty of
getting the rolls there in time, and he spoke to
the Speaker afterwards and mentioned the fact to
him that it was always desirable before appoint-
ing a date for an election to see that nothing of
that sort could possibly arise, and to see that the
last roll which had been revised having reached
the returning officer. TUnfortunately that was
not so in this case ; but he did not suppose that
anyone would impute to the Speaker that he was
influenced in any way. He knew nothing about
the rolls, and it was news to himn that the dates
fixed were inconvenient.

Mr. MULCAHY : He would like to have a
clear understanding about the matter. Was it
the intention of the Home Secretary to make
full inquiry why the electoral registrar, Mr.
Boyce, should have sent a wire to Mr. Bytheway,
the returning officer at Gympie, informing him
that these men would be allowed to vote ?

The HoME SECRETARY : I have already told
you that I made inquires, and the Principal
Registrar says he never sent anything of the

sort.
Mr. MULCAHBY said the returning officer
at GGympie had given him a copy of the wire.
The HoME SECRETARY: Then let us have it;
read it. I challenge you to read it.

Mr. MULCAHY said he wanted to have
something better than a copy., He wanted to
see the original wire. It was no use in his
reacding out a copy, which he could write out
anywhere. The proper course was for the Home
Secretary to make the fullest inquiries in an
official way, and if the Home Secretary promised
to do that, he would be quite satisfied.

The HOME SECRETARY explained that
Mr. Boyce was only speaking from memory, and
he said that as far as he knew he had not sent
any such wire,

Mr. MuLcany : A very defective memory.

The HOME SECRETARY : That might be,
but his memory might be just as good as the
hon. member’s memory. Assuming that Mr.
Boyce’s memory was at fault, and that some such
wire had been sent by him, it was quite possible,
seeing what he might term the close shave there
“was going to be at the Gympie election, that he
might have thought he could have got the rolls
there in time.

Mr. Murcany: The department made it closer
by depriving men of votes.
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The HOME SECRETARY : Tt was a ques-
tion whether the rolls could be got there in time.
Mr. Boyce might have thought that, and be
might have sent a telegram ¢aying that they
would arrive in time. He would undertake to
say that as far as the Principal Electoral Regis-
trar and the Government Printer were concerned,
every possible expedition was made to get every
one of the rolls there at the earliest possible
moment, in the usual way. He (Mr. Foxton)
had been asked whether certain communications
ought to be sent by wire which were usually
sent by letter. IHe aslked whether that was the
usual thing, and on being told that it was not
according to the Act, then he said, *‘ Stick to
the Act.” He was perfectly satisfied that every
possible expedition had been used.

Mr. Mrurrcany: Does the electoral registrar
keep copies of wires?

The HOME SECRETARY : Certainly.

Mr. TOLMIE (Drayton and ZToowoombea)
would like to say a word or two in favour of
Mr. Boyce and other electoral registrars whom
it has been contended should be dismissed from
the service for a dereliction of duty. He and
many other hon. members had known Mr.
Boyce for a number of years, and he did not
think there was a more conscientious Govern-
ment official to be found than that gentleman. A
great many people imagined that, as soon as a
court was over, the names should be printed by
the registrar, and should then be ready for
the election. As far as the Gympie election
was concerned, he thought any reasonable man
would come to the conclusion that it was almost
impossible for the rolls to have got there
in time, If the court sat on a Tuesday,
the claims would have to be revised, they
would have to be written out by the regis-
trar, then they would have to be sent down
to the Governmeni Printer in Brisbane, who
had generally a lot of work to do, and per-
haps he could not attend to them at once, and
it might be Friday or Saturday before they were
printed. TFour days was not a great length of
time in which to send them down to Brisbane
and have them returned. With regard to the
Drayton and Toowoomba election, the rolls were
a week longer in arriving there—on the evening
befare the election took place. Something had
been said about names being taken off the rolls
by organisations, but he knew an instance where
the Labour party had gone to alot of trouble over
getting 300 or 400 names off a roll. Of those
names half were the names of men who had
shifted from one part of the district to another.
It was not 2 wrong thing to draw attention to the
fact that these men had changed their residence,
and to give notice of it, but it was a wrong thing
for the leader of the Labour parsy to cowme to
the House and put all the blame on these organi-
sations, when his own followers had been guilty
of the same practice.

Mr. Harpacre: What district are you re-
ferring to?

Mr. TOLMIE: Drayton and Toowoomba.
There were nearly 600 names objected to in
August last, and on making inquiries he found
that about 400 names had been objected to by
certain gentlemen whom he knew to be con-
nected with the Labour party.

Mr, MaxweLL: That 1s purely an assertion.

Mr. BRowxNE: Do you approve of that?

Mr, TOLMIE said he did not, and he did
agree with him that names should not be
taken off the roll when people remained in the
same community ; but the leader of the Oppo-
sition was wrong in attributing the whole of the
blame to organisations, the members of which
differed from him in politics, That was his
point,
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Mr. BrowNE: I gave you instances, in their
own words, where they have been doing it.

Mr, TOLMIE : After making all due allow-
ances, he thought it would be found that the
electoral registrars in the various parts of the
State did their duty faithfully and conscien-
tiously. The electoral registrar in Toowoomba
was one of the most conscientious men it was
possible to find in Queensland, It was a matter
of absolute indifference to him who the claimant
for a vote was, but if a claim was not properly
sent in, he would not receive it. It did not
matter on which side he was. It should also
be taken into consideration that this official
was also clerk of petty sessions there, and
his work was so heavy that a great deal of
it had to be done after the regulation hours.
In the country districts those public servants
not only worked the regulation hours
but put in a good deal of overtime
without making a noise about it.
He thought it was altogether wrong to blame
those civil servants and say that because a certain
duty had not been performed fo the satisfaction
of any particular member that civil servantshould
be summarily dismissed, as had been stated that
afternoon.

Mr. TURLEY : No one said so.

Mz, TOLMIE : The hon. member for Gregory
stated so.

Mr. TurLEY : No. It was the returning officer
he spoke of—a man who is not a Government
servant at all.

Mr. REID (Enoggera): As far as Mr, Boyee
and the other officials connected with the adminis-
tration of the Act were concerned, he believed
they did not take sides one way or the other.
The trouble arose from what was known as the
“Political Ass” in the Courier building employ-
ing deadheads to pick up names anywhere, and
from those names being furnished by the Political
Ass to the department, and from there
being no time to verify the information so
furnished. Dozens of names had been improperly
removed in that way. It would be a great
deal better in the metropolitan electorates if
the department were to get the policemen
and the pustmen to give the information as to
changes ot residence. He knew three individuals
living beside him in Toowong—two of whom had
a freehold qualification—who had been im-
properly knocked off, simply because the
information given had not been verified. In
reference to the Gympie business and the wire
Mr. Bytheway received, he saw a copy of the
wire that was shown by Mr. Bytheway to
Mr, Muleahy, and it was to this effect—** Roll
will be there in time for electors to vote.” In
regard to the statement that there was not time
to return it he had made inquiries, and he knew
that there was time to have it in Gympie. The
court in Gympie was held on a Tuesday. Mr.
Bytheway, as soon as the court was over,
forwarded the revised list to Brisbane ; it was
in Brisbane on Wednesday ; and two months be-
fore that the roll was set up in the Government
Printing Office and standing in type when being
revised in Gympie. He did not think there
were more than one or two alterations that re-
quired to be made ; and that would not take a
“comp.” three minutes. After that the forme
could have been put in the galley and slips run
off, But it was withheld for some reason or
other. And the same applied to the Rockbamp-
ton North coll and the Drayton and Toowoomba
roll. Somehow whenever a roll was delayed, it
told against the Opposition side. If the Gympie
roll had been there the result would have been
very different—the majority would have been
greater.

The SECRETARY FOR RaiLwats: You would
have lost. I was there and I know all about it.
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Mr. REID : The hon, gentlemanno doubt did
good work ; but he (Mr. Reid) was there too, and
did better.

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS : You got the
roll for ¥ortitude Valley.

Mr. REID : That was the only one they could
bring up.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILways : There was
Drayton and Toowoomba.

Mr. REID : Whoever was to blame for keep-

ing the roll back was deserving of censure. After
the court had been through the list and decided
that certain citizens had become electors, neither
the electoral registrar, nor the Government
Printer, nor the returning officer had power to
step in and deprive those men from using their
votes.
Mr. ANNEAR (Maryborough) wished to say
a few words in reply to the hon. member for
¥noggera, He wished to bring under the notice
of the Home Secretary, if it had not been
brought under his notice already, a matter of
considerable importance. The hon. member for
Enoggera referred to an association which he
called the *“ Political Ass,” and he said that that
association employed men to go into hotels and
stand at the street corners to attest the claims.
of men, whether they were qualified or not.

Mr. REro: I never said such a thing.

Mr. ANNEAR : Or knock names off the roll.
He understood the hon, member to say that that
association employed men to knock names off
the roll, and to place others on.

Mr, REIp: I said to put them off.

Mr. ANNEAR: Well, he would refer to
putting men on the roll. He was at Gladstone
Iast Saturday, and travelled with two gentlemen
connected with the railway being constructed
there. 'Their books would show that men who
came from New South Wales, and who had
never had a vote in Queensland, had had claims
attested by a member of the House, a magistrate
of the territory, who had gone to the different
camps and attested the claims, which were sent
in to the registrar at Gladstone. He trusted
that when the Elections Act was amended no
member of Parliament would be allowed to
attest claims. .

Mr, REID : Are they not good enough to do it ¥

Mr. ANNEAR : Had that not been the law
he would not have had to perform the painful
duty which he had to perform that afternoon.
1f the leader of the Opposition wanted to purify
elections, he asked the hon. gentleman te com-
mence at home. He hoped the Home Secretary
would give an assurance that the case he men-
tioned would be inquired into. Under the
electoral laws, men coming to Queensland-—being
twenty-one years of age—must be six months in
the colony before they could get their name on
any rol], and due inquiry must be made by the
magistrate attesting the claim. Now a great
number of men on the Gladstone line, whose
names werc attested by a certain member
of Parliament, bad not been working for
three months on the contract before claims
to become voters were sent in. He con-
tended that that was wrong. He believed that
every man who was twenty-one years of age
should have a vote, but he should get on the roll
inaccordance with the law. His statement counld
be borne out by applying to the contractors,
inspecting their pay-sheets, and finding out
when the men came on to the works.

Mr. RED: Some were camped there three
months before work started.

Mr. ANNEAR: Of course the hon. member
for Enoggera must find a get out somewhere,
but in his opinion there was no getting away
from the statement he had made. He should be:
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very sorry to attest any man’s claim unless he
made due inquiry, and the applicant made a
declaration.

Mr. REID : Do you mean to say that I signed
the claims?

Mr. ANNEAR : No, he did not charge the
hon. member with that ; but knowing as he did
the hon, member who did attest the claims, he
thought he would have been the last man in
Queensland to attest claims without making due

nquiry.

The HOME SECRETARY: The case to
which the hon. member had referred was largely
a matter of taste on the part of the member of
Parliament who attested the claims.

Mr. Remp: It is a matter of law. There is
no taste about it

The HOME SECRETARY : Some hon. mem-
‘bers might hold the view that there was no
such thing as good taste or bad taste. He held
different views. Ife thought a member of
Parliament should be very careful in certifying
to electoral claims. He was constantly told
of glaring cases of the kind alluded to by the
hon. member for Maryborough.

Mr. Givexs : What is glaring about it ?

The HOME SECRETARY : If the informa-
tion of the hon. member for Maryborough was
right, a more glaring case of roll stuffing could
not take place.

Mr. REID : Why do you not prosecute ?

Mr. DuxsrorD : There is only his assertion,
He has no proof.

Mr, BROWNE : If there has been a breach of
the law you should prosecute.

The HOME SECRETARY : Hon. members
on the other side had yet to learn that when they
interrupted, and interjected, and made speeches
by way of interlude while another hon. member
was speaking, they betrayed the fact to the
House and the pubhc that what was being said
was getting ‘“‘home.” He always knew when
hon. members opposite began to feel keenly
what was being said. They attempted to drown
the voice of the speaker by their incessant inter-
jections. He sald again that if the information
of the hon. member for Maryborough was correct,
and upon that he passed no judgment Wha,(:ever,
a more glaring case of roll stuffing could not
be imagined, and, if it was true, the member
of the House who was concerned should be dis-
charged from the commission of the peace. But
until the matter came before him in some other
form, he did not see how he could deal with it.
It was no part of bhis duty to run about finding
out whether magistrates were doing that which
they ought not to do—abusing the privileges
given to them by their high and 1mportant office.
If he had the consciences of all the magistrates
in his keeping, he should have nothing else to do.
He had not, thank gooduess.

Mr. RFH) A good job for the magistrates.

The HOME SECRETARY : And a very
good job for him. Now, he wanted to have a
word or two about the Gympie case. The hon.
member for Enoggera had posed as one who had
special knowledge of what was going on in the
Principal Electoral Registrar’s office and the
Government Printing Office.

Mr. REID: No, T did not.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber posed in that way, because he used some
technicalities in his speech about what a man
could do, and what was done, and what was not,
the assumption being that he had all these
things at his fingers’ ends.

Mr. REID: There was no assumption what-

ever.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber assumed to know that it would have been
the simplest thing in the world for the roll to
have been forwarded from the returning officer.
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Mr. REiD : He sent it on Wednesday.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. gentle-
man, with all his knowledge, had yet to learn
that the returning officer had nothing to do with
it. It was the function of the electoral registrar
to send the roll on to the Principal Hlectoral
Registrar, who in his turn sent it on to the
printing office.

Mr. Reip : It used to be that way, so there is
no need to quibble about it.

The HOME SECRETARY : How long ago?

Mr. Ryt : In the last Act.

The HOME SECRETARY : No, the hon.
gentleman was not right there. The hon. gentle-
man had used some technical phrases, which he
had probably got at the printing office, but who-
ever was his mformant he was wrong. The
hon. member should have known that the last
Elections Act which was passed required that
the new bi-monthly roll should be embodied
with or consolidated with the previous bi-
monthly roll. The whole thing had to be re-
cast because we now had to have only one
additional roll. The hon. member ventured
somewhat rashly, prompted no doubt by the fact
that he (the Home Secretary) was under the
impression that it was impossible for him to
obtain a copy of the telegram, gave his version
of the telegram which was sent by the Principal
Electoral Registrar about four days previous to
the election, and which was referred to by the
hon. member for Gympie, who, though he had a
copy of it, did not produce it. One hon. member
did not produce the copy of a telegram that he
had, and the other hon. member, from his
regretting that he had not a copy, thought he
could not get one, and gave his version of it.

Mr. Remn : Could I have done more or less?

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber must not ask him whether he could have
done more or less. He (the Home Secretary) said
that he was not aware of any such telegram as
that referred to by the hon. member for Gympie
being sent, but he would read another telegram
which was sent. Its contents were to this
effect——

Mr. GIvENs : Give us the exact words, not the
effect.

The HOME SECRETARY : He would give
the exact words as they had come to him. They
had just been received by telephone from the
office, and without absolutely guaranteeing their
absolute accuracy, he would give them as he had
received them. They were: * Additional June
roll will not be available for use on Saturday.”

MEeMBERS of the Opposition: Oh, oh! and
Ministerial langhter.

An HoNoTURABLE MEMBER : There must have
heen a second telegram.

The HOME SECRETARY : Very well; he
would make further inquiries, and the hon.
member should have all he knew about it.

Mr. Rerp ; There were two wires.

The HOME SECRETARY : I know nothing
about the other.

Mr. Mvurcany: Will not the Home Secretary
give us the other one ?

Mr. RE1p : There were two sent.

The HOME SECRETARY : Oh, that is too
thin.

Mr. MvLcaHy : You willfind it is too thick yet.

My, REID : The Home Secretary seemed to
insinuate that he wished to give some of his
officers the. lie. That was not so. He had
spoken from his recollection of the telegram, and
if the hon. gentleman produced it he would find
that it was more or less on the lines he had stated.
He was positive that the wire he referred to
stated that the roll would be available on the
Saturday. He forgot the date of that wire, but
it was sent, and he obtained a copy of it from
Mzr. Bytheway.
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The SECRETARY voR Rarmwavs: How do you
know it was the Government?

Mr. REID : He saw Mr, Mnleahy write from
the original telegram, and Mr. Bytheway showed
him the copy of it,

The HoME SECRETARY : He must have been an
incorrect copyist,

Mr, REID : At first there was no telegram.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : It 1s quite
the opposite to the telegram you allege to have
been sent.

Mr. REID : When the Home Secretary said
that no such telegram was sent, it was before he
{Mr. Reid) gave what he considered the gist of
the wire. 1f the Home Secretary made inquiries
hewould find that the first wire, as far as his know-
ledge went, was to the effect that he had given.
He challenged the Home Secretary to produce
that wire.

The HOME SECRETARY : Oh, you shall have
that, toon,

Mr. REID : It was no use the Home Secre-
tary trying to humbug him by saying that he
assumed he knew all about the printing office
and the office of the electoral registrar. All he
had said could have been said bv anyone who
knew anything about a printing office. He chal-
lenged the hon. gentleman to prove that what
he had said was wrong. It was the custom for
the electoral rolls to be set up from the manu-
script, and were kept there until they had been
revised by the court. He contended that, in the
Gympie case, if the Government had liked they
could have had the rolls sent there in time. The
additional roll could have been sent to assist
those people to get their votes. To say that he
went round about the printing office, or any
other office, was all nonsense. He knew what
they did, and what he had stated was correct.

Mr, J. HAMILTON (Cook): It had occurred
to hin when the hon. gentleman was speaking
that he appeared to be peculiarly intimate with
the details of the Government Printing Office.

Mr. RE1n : That is only your suspicious mind.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : As to what the
Political Association had done, it appeared to him
that they had only done what was correct—
namely, having ascertained that certain names
should not be on the roll, they had intimated to
the electoral registrar that they had reason to
believe that certain persons had left the district.
He could not see that there was anything
impreper in that ; he thought it was very desir-
able. He recollected years ago, on one occasion
they had fifty men who were said to be
householders, and it was found that they lived in
one house, which contained only one bed.

Mr. Ruip : That never was proved. It isonly
an assertion.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : Hon. gentlemen on the
other side were continually making assertions,
and they expected other hon. members to accept
them without adequate proof. When a member
on his side of the House made a statement they
always called out that it had never been proved,
Why were not they as particular on their own
side as they were with members on the Govern-
ment side? They had had no corroborative
proof of the assertion made by the hon. gentle-
men on the other side.

Mr. Kerr: What about California Valley ?

Mr. J. HAMILTON : Well, California Gully

was a place where he believed 150

[5:30 p.m.] men had such a regard for him that
they rose from their graves to vote

for him and were never seen again. (Laughter.)

Mr. REID: No wonder you got in when the
angels came to vote for you.

Mr, J. HAMILTON : The Elections Quali-
fications Committee was a ‘‘hanging com-

mittee ” so far as he was concerned, because the
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majority of its members were from the other
side, but not one of them inferred in any way
that he had anything to do with the resurrection,
and they also stated that, independent of those
men, he was several hundreds ahead. That was
all about California Gully, and he only hoped
that he would always have as loyal supporters.
(Laughter.) With regard to the Political
Association, from his point of view, they were
rather too impartial, because they actually
struck his name off. He was supposed to have
left when he had only shifted to the other side
of the street.

Mr, REemn: It might not have been the
association that struck you off.

Mr. J. HAMILTON : Yes, it was. It was
a case of “* Bt tu, Brute !”—that men on his own
side struck him off. They could not complain of
members or political supporters on either side
calling the attention of the registrars to persons
whom they believed to have departed—and when
they did that they generally selected the names.
of men belonging to the other side—because
that was not sufficient, as the electoral registrar,
according to the Act, had then to make inquiries
and call upon the police to verify the informa-
tion. If the police verified it even that was not
sufficient, because the registrar had then to
write to those people asking them if they were
dead or if they had left the district, and if he
failed to get a reply he then advertised the
names two months before any action was taken,
so that if any impropriety occurred it was the
fault of the electoral registrars in not doing what
the Act prescribed they should do.

Mr. BROWNE wished to take notice of the
remarks made by the hon. member for Mary-
borough, Mr. Annear. The hon. member had
made a very serious charge with regard to a
member on that side going up to Gladstone and
putting a lot of men on the roll who were not
qualified. The Home Secretary said at once that.
it was a matter of taste. So far as regarded
members witnessing claims, it might be a matter
of taste. Kor his part he hud witnessed hundreds.
of claims, and he would continue to do so In
places where no magistrate lived, or where they
could not get electoral claim forms, until he was
stopped.

Mr. JacksoN : T have done the same.

Mr. REID : So has the junior member for the
Valley.

Mr. McMASTER : Yes.

Mr. BROWNE: But, with regard to men
making false declarations to get their names on
the roll, that was not a matter of taste at all.
It was a distinet breach of the law ; and, if the
hon. member who made that assertion knew it
to be a fact, it was his duty to give the Home
Secretary a statement in writing at once, giving
the names of the men who had made the false de-
clarations, and also the name of the justice of the
peace who witnessed them knowing the declara-
tions to be false. If the hon. member was a man
he would back up what he said on the floor of
the House by at once doing that.

My, ANNEAR: It can be backed up in the
revision court right enongh.

Mr. REID: You are not game.

Mr. ANNEAR: I am game to do anything you
are, anyway.

Mr. BROWNE : The hon. member made a
distinct charge of perjury against a number of
men who were working on the Gladstone line,
and he also made a charge of conniving at that
perjury against a member of the House. Waell,
if the hon. member was game enough to do that,
he should be man enough to see it out to the
bitter end. If a charge was made to the Home
Secretary against a member of that House—he
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did not care which side he sat on—of having de-
graded his position by conniving at perjury, then
1t would be the bounden duty of the Home
Secretary to take action.

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. ANNEAR : It was all very well for the
leader of the Opposition to chalienge him to do
this or that, The statement he made could be
proved by the books of the contractors.

Mr, W. Hamrrox : Did they swear they had
been working for the contractors for six months?
Might they not have been in the district ?

Mr. ANNEAR : The contract only began
four months ago, and it was some weeks since
those claims were filled. Many of the men who
put in those claims came from New South Wales
or the other colonies, and had never been on a
roll in Queensland.

Mr. REmp : Prosecute them, then,

Mr. ANNEAR : That was the duty of the
Government, If the hon. member thought
he was going to act as public prosecutor,
he was making a great mistake. He repeated
that he was nup at Gladstone last Saturday, and
it was common property to all the residents of
Gladstone. Let the Home Secretary ask to see
the books of the contractors and the claims, and
he would see that the claims were signed by men
who had not been two months in the district.

Mr, BrowxE: Well commit them for perjury.

The HOME SECRETARY wished to make
his position clear in the matter. He was certainly
not going to institute proceedings against any
applicants for the franchise, or against any
member of the magistracy, on any statement
which might be made under privilege in that
Chamber.

HoxoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

The ROMEY SECRETARY : They were deal-
ing with & totally different set of circumstances
there from that upon which he could act. If the
statements of the hon. member for Maryborough
were correct, they would probably be substan-
tiated, as the hon. member said, in the revision
court, which, he presumed, would be held in
regard to the claims. They might or might not
be, but he was assuming that they would. If
they should he agreed with the leader of the
Opposition that it would be the duty of the
Home Becretary or the Chief Secretary to ask
the magistrate who had exercised his particular
functions in regard to those claims for an explana-
tion, but he certainly would not do anything
without first asking him for such explanation as
he might be able to give. 1t wasa very good
thing in administration to recollect the fine old
proverb, “ Audi alteram partem”—‘Hear the
other side.”

Mr. RYLAND (Gumpic) said he knew nothing
about the assertion of the hon. member for
Idaryborough, Mr. Amnnear, that men had got
on this roll who had been in the electorate for
only a couple of months. He was probably the
member the hon. member for Maryborovgh re-
ferred to. He was in Gladstone two months
ago, previous to the last registration court being
held. He had held a public meeting there, and
after the meeting a large number of people came
to him to have their claims attested. In no case
did he attest any claims without having first
read over the claims after they had been filled
in, or without having fully explained the re-
sponsibility, and only after having made in-
quiries about their residence qualification for the
electorate.

Mr. ForsYTH : Where did you inquire ?

Mr. RYLAND : From those who were mak-
ing the affirmations, and in a good many cases
he had refused to attest claims, after he had
found that the term of residence did not satisfy
him, He thought he had signed over fifty claims,
and when it was taken into comsideration that
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there were over 400 men working on that line,
he did not think that that was an unusual num-
ber to sign. He was very particular about sign-
ing these claims. At the meeting he had been
asked if he was prepared to attest claims, as.
there was a great difficulty for some of these
men to get on the roll.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : Were not both
the contractors justices of the peace?

Mr. RYLAND said he did not know ; but he
had replied that he believed that if these men
were qualified to vote that their names should
have been put on the roll. When the privilege
or right to become a justice of the peace had
been extended to members of Parliament it was
professedly in order that members of Parliament
should be in a position to attest claims in outside
districts where there was no justice of the peace,

Mr. AnNEaR: How long ago was this public
meeting held that you refer to?

Mr. RYLAND : Over two months ago.

Mr. ANNEAR : I was speaking about the rail-
way camps,

Mr. RYLAND referred to the meeting he
held at the 11-Mile on the Gladstone line. He
had always been very chary about signing claims.
in his own electorate. Many people had asked
him to dothat, buthe had told them that hedidnot
think it was a right thing for a member of a dis-
trict to do in his own electorate, but he said that
he was prepared to attest claims in any elec-
torate outside his own. However, he had
attested them in a few such cases because he
had found that there were no justices of the
peace in the district. He did not see that there
was anything wrong in that., He remembered a
very significant remark being made in the House
by Sir Samuel Griffith. Complaints had been
made that justices of the peace in the colony
of Queensland had been asked to attest
claims, and that they had refused to do so, and
Sir Samuel Griffith made this very pertinent
remark : “Give the names of these gentlemen
to me and I will deal with them.” He thought
it was the duty of justices of the peace to attest
claims, and that they would be failing in their
duty if they did not. If the House decided that
it was not a proper thing for members of
Parliament to attest these claims, that was
another thing. Ie was not ashamed of what he
had done. He believed that every man who had
a proper qualification that should enable him to
ges on the roll should have every opportunity
for getting on the roll. If the hon. member for
Maryborough, Mr. Annear, knew of any cases
of false declarations having been made, it was
only right that they should be dealt with.
He did not at all believe in men making
false declarations or false affirmations, for that
would be committing breaches of the Act. He
thought he had given an explanation that should
satisfy the hon. member for Maryborough. When
he was in Maryborough not long ago, a gentle-
man asked him to attest some claims, and after
making inquiries, he found that the men making
the claims were qualified to be on the roll. He
did not attest the claims until after he had made
full inquiries. Hehadmade inquiries from several
business people at Gladstone, and had found
that one man was well acquainted with every
man working on that railway—that he was
acquainted with them personally—as he supplied
them with newspaper and other literature, and
being a storekeeper, he supplied them with
goods, so that he ought to have known whether
these men had remained the full time in the
electorate, whether six or three months, as the
case might be.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Leahy, Bulloo) thought that everybody
had anticipated that there would be some dis-
cussion on the Home Secretary’s Estimates on
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this item, but he did not think it was anticipated
that it would be of this nature altogether, and
the discussion might be interesting from a variety
of views. When the leader of the Opposition
was speaking he made certain statements to
which he (Mr. Leahy) said ‘‘hear, hear.,” He
said that if certain things occurred it was the
duty of certain persons o take certain action,
but when the Home Secretary said he was not
going to take any action on anything sald under
the privilege of this House, the leader of the
Opposition also said ‘‘ hear, hear.”
Mr. BrownE: If charges were made.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Charges had been made. A charge had been
made by the hon. memker for Maryborough, Mr.
Annear, and as far as he knew the first time the
leader of the Opposition made a statement it
was entirely on the strength of the charges
made. If it was frue that it was the duty of the
Howe Secretary to do so-and-so, he (Mr, Leahy)
said ‘“hear, hear.” e could assure hon. gentle-
men that he would make inquiry into any
matter connected with railwaysthat was brought
hefore him, whether made privately or not——that
it would unot escape his memory if something
was said to him here. He had been up to
(tladstone and Rockhampton frequently of late,
and in travelling round these districts he had
heard certain statements. Whether they were
true or not, he did not know; he could only
form his own opinion as to how far he could dis-
count them. He had heard that the hon. gen-
tleman who had just sat down witnessed a great
many claims, and he had been told that a great
many of the persons making these claims had
not the mnecessary qualification at the time.
However, he expressed no opinion on that,
and he thought that the hon. gentleman,
from his own point of view, gave a fairly
satisfactory explanation of what he had done.
That was to say, that the men had been in the
district some time before they commenced work-
ing for the contractors. He could understand
them having the necessary qualification in that
case ; but he was informed that a great many of
them were not. He had had some experience as
a magistrate, but he did not think he had ever
witnessed a claim in his own electorate since he
became & member. He had not witnessed a
claim for years till to-day, when a man came to
him with a claim and said he could not find a
magistrate to witness it, and it was the last day
and nearly the last minute. In connection with
witnessing claims there was a very serious
responsibility thrown on a magistrate, Not
only were his functions judicial, but there
was a point of honour involved, and there
was also a common-sense point of view for
him to take., There was an obligation upon him
as a magistrate to satisfy himself that the claim
was a just one, and in so doing he had to take
steps to get the most reliable information he
could get. If a man came to him to get him to
witness a claim for him, and said he had lived a
certain time in a certain district, and there was
a man living next door who knew him, and he
had an opportunity of asking that man who
lived next door, he would not witness the claim,
if he had no knowledge himself, till he had asked
the other man. That was one of the obligations
imposed on a magistrate—that he must satisfy
himself with the best information obtainable.
Baut if an hon. member departed from the judicial
position and went about canvassing as an
agent

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Touting !

The SECRETARY FOR RATILWAYS: He
was not saying the hon. member did that ; but
if an hon. member left his judicial position
behind him—if his mind was in that condition
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that he was going about as an agent or a propa-
gandist, he should not carry the magistrate with
him. He should separate the two positions. If
he occupied the position of a judge he was a bad
propagandist ; and if he went as a propagandist
he would subordinate the position of judge. As
to rambling about the country witnessing claims,
as the Home Secretary said, questions of taste
came in there.

An HoNoUuraBLE MEMBER: Are men’s names
not to be put on the roll?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
was not passing judgment on the hon. member
at all. He was merely laying down what
appeared to him to be the abstract rule which
should govern these cases with honourable men.
If he went into the country as a propagandist to
get names put on the roll, holding strong
opinions on his side of the House—but not being
more of a party man than the hon. member him-
self—though he claimed to have the average
amount of common®sense and strength of charac-
ter, he ventured to say that he would be led
away. There was nothing more certain in life
than that, if a man’s interest came in conflict
with his duty, his opinion would generally be in
the same direction as his interest. Even with
the best intention a man’s judgment would
become warped under the circumstances, A
man very often had the peculiarity of making
his moral faculties subordinateto the other facul-
ties, and he thought under the circumstances it
was not possible for a strong party man to go
about the country for the special purpose of
putting names on the roll and at the same time
act judicially. An hon, member had asked, by
way of interjection, if mien should go without
having their names on the roll. They should
not, But there was the franchise, and whether
it was liberal or restricted, they, as legislators,
should be loyal tothe laws of the country. And
it had to be proved yet that any persons there,
who had a right to be on the roll, had any diffi-
culty in getting their claims signed. If the hon.
member went up, and there were no magistrates
in Gladstone oraround there, andif the contractors
were notmagistrates, and the men weredenied the
right of making application to have their names
on the roll, while men had an upportunity per-
soually of knowing whether their statements
were right or wrong, then the hon. member
would ke justified in going a long way to witness
those claims, But did the hon. gentleman say
he inquired of either of the contractors whether
they would certify that the men were qualified
by residence? He did not say so. There were
several magistrates in (ladstone, and, even
assuming that those men were 11 miles outside
Gladstone at the time to which he referred, he
thought they were in camp only a few miles
outside Gladstone waiting for the contractors to
commence, and they had to go into Gladstone
for their supplies. Nearly all the storekeepers in
(Gladstone were magistrates, and those local
men had an opportunity of knowing if those
claimants were sufficiently long in the dis-
trict to entitle them to be on the roll. There
was no evidence that they had made application
to the local magistrates, and that the local
magistrates had refused to certify their claims;
and what justification was there for somebody
outside holding strong political opinions to
witness those claims when there were any
amount of other men capable of performing
the functions, because they had local know-
ledge? 7They, however, had not witnessed the
claims, Probably they had knowledge that the
men had not heen resident long enough in the
district. If the hon. member was right in his
contention, he brought a very serious charge
against the magistrates of the district. Taking
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an impartial view of it as any outsider might
take, he thought the hon. mem-

[7 pm.] ber ought to be able to show that

the magistrates in that district
refused to perform their duties—that was to say
that they were waited upon by the gentlemen
who wished to get upon the roll, and refused to
perform the duty cast upon them by the Hlec-
tions Act of making due inquiry into the claims
of those persons who wisked to get upon the
roll. If they had the means of going before
local magistrates and did not do so, that in itself
would be strong presamptive evidence that the
magistrates knew more than the claimants
wanted them to know. He did not know how
any magis rate, knowing a man to be resident
of a district, could refuse to certify to his
claim for registration. If the local magistrates
refused to perform their magistirial functions
and consider the claims put before them, having
regard to the facts and circumstances and evi-
dence, it would be a fair case to bring before the
Home Secretary, and have an inquiry made as
to whether they did their duty or not ; but until
some case was made out ithat the men concerned
applied to the local magistrates, who had refused
to do their duty, there was no justification for
an outsider coming in amongst those people, of
whom he had no personal knowledge, and acting
a judicial or propagandist part, or a combination
of both. It seemed very much akin to what was
known as packing the bench—that was, when
a magistrate came from a long distance and took
up a position on the bench, where he had not
been accustomed to adjudicate, for the express
purpose of taking part in the decision of a par-
ticular case. Now, if it so happened that the
local magistrates had refused to do their duty,
and complaint was made to the Home Secre-
tary, bhe ventured to say that he would have
sent up Mr. Yaldwyn, or some other competent
officer, to decide the cases of a great body of
men who claimed to vote, and that whatever
officer so sent would have acted in a thoroughly
judicial and impartial manner. He would not
say more on that subject’at present. He wanted
to come back to what had been sald about a
number of men who had been struck off the
roll, whether rightly or wrongly he was not pre-
pared to say. As far as he could make out, the
persons on the roll who had sympathies with
his side of the House suffered a great deal more
in that respect than those who had sympathies
with the views of the other side.

Mr. Rumn : No, no.

The SHCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
said that deliberately. He had been over the
rolls very carvefully, and affirmed that that was
so. Of course objections were taken to a large
number of names of persons on both sides who,
perhaps, had never lost their qualifications, but
how could they get over that? How could the
registrar be blamed ? The Act did not confer
judicial functions upon the registrar. It simply
imposed certain obligations upon him. He had
to make inquiry. If he made inquiry from any
information which cvme to him from a reputable
quarter, that was all he could be expected to do,
and it was not his duty toadjudicateupon whether
the information was right or wrong. He simiply
had t perform the obligations imposed upen him
by the Act by laying the information which he
received in good faith before the duly constituted
tribunal which had to come to a conclusion as to
whether persons were qualified to be on the roll
or not. It was not the duty of the registrar to
adjudicate. He had definite duties in the way
of making inquiry cast upon him, and if persons
gave him false information, whether they did it
intentionally or not, the registrar was not to
blame. The information was placed at his dis-
posal, and it was his duty to put a challenge
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before the name of the person concerned, and
lay the matter before the properly constituted
court for decision. They had had some very
interesting evidence brought before them during
the debate. They had had evidence which he
had never been able to get either as a member
of Parliament or even as a Minister. They
were told exactly the condition of things in the
Government Printing Office ; they were told the
exact official telegrams sent by the electoral
registrar to a Government officer, and he ven-
tured to say that persons who were in a position
to get such exact information in reference to
telegrams passing between officers of the Govern-
ment were at no disadvantage. He did not know
the person in question, but he thought when
the information did come it was his duty to say
so-and-so without showing the telegram. 1f a
man showed one official telegram he would show
another.

The Home SECRETARY : Three days before the
election.

Mr. Remp : 1 said he was busy that morning
when he showed the two wires.

The HoME SECRETARY : Yes, giving out ballot.
papers.

Mr. REID : What else would he do?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: All
they knew was that certain information was
given both inside and outside the Chamber, and
he contended that a party who were in a position
to get that information supplied to them were at
no disadvantage with the otficers of the depart~
ment. He did not know whether Mr. Boyce had
very much to do with it ; he had known him for
a very long time, and he did not know that there:
was any other officer in the Government service:
who endeavoured to carry out his duties with:
greater thoroughness and impartiality,. He did
not think the hon. gentlemen opposite had any
reason to complainabout hisconduct. With regard
to getting names on the roll and getting them
off, he thought the hon. members opposite were
as much concerned in that as any other hon.
members. They boasted on their platforms and
in their speeches about what a wonderful organi-
sation they had, and he believed that they had
taught their opponents some lessons in organisa~
tion, After all, he did not think it was a very
great inconvenience for a man living in North
Brisbane or in the Valley to be called upon to
show that his name was entitled to be on the
roll; it was no great hardship, and it tended to
the purity of the rolls. The whole conduct of
Parliament might depend upon 100 votes. In
Gympie, the result of the election only depended
upon three or four votes, and in North Rock-
hampton it was only a question of one or two.
These few votes might coustitute the majority,
and might in that way influence the whole course
of legislation., He thought it was necessary that
every man who had not a qualification should be
struck off the roll, and that all who had the
qualification should have their names put upon
the roll.  Speaking for himself, he had no desire
to hold any seat in the House unless he was
there representing the majority of his con-
stituents. He did not think that the hon. mem-
bers opposite had any right to complain or make
any charges against the Government side of the
House, or their administration, with regard to
getting men on or off the roll.  He would not
mention any other cases, but he would say that
this case of Rnckhampton North did not stand
isolated in any way.

Mr. REID : Duck Creek, for instance.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
was not referring to Duck Creek. He did not
know any part of the country where a man
would have to wait six months before he could
get a justice of the peace.
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Mr. BrownE: How is it they do not require
any of these regulations in the other colonies ?

The HoME SECRETARY : Their rolls are not in
such a good state as ours are. (Opposition
laughter.)

The SKCRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He
was not at the present time going into the ques-
tion of what the conditions were in the other
colonies, but he would remind the hon. member
that in New Zeualand there was no revision by a
court at all. This duty was discharged by the
registrar, and he did 1t in a way which was not
at all judicial. He thought the House would
object very strongly to the revision of the rolls
being left in the hands of any single man, with-
out having any evidence to guide him, as was
the case in New Zealand. He thought a very
strong objection would be raised to the appoint-
ment of such an officer. He did not think the
New Zealand system was a good one; on the
other hand, he thought it was a very bad one.
There were some other matters he would have
liked to refer to, but he did not wish to occupy
any more time. He would certainly have liked
to have heard the North Rockhampton case re-
ferred to, and he would have liked to have heard
what the hon. member for that district had to say
about i,

Mr. BROWNE : It is hardly fair to ask the hon.
member.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: As
the case was sub judice, the hon. member was
quite right in not rising to speak aboutit. In
connection with the Gympie business, he would
remind hon. members that Mr. Fisher, the late
member, and now a member of the Federal
Parliament, was a pretty smart man. He was a
very capable politician, and had no doubt weighed
the chances of the election to the fullest extent.
He was not asleep ; he knew exactly about these
rolls, and he fixed the time exactly when he
would resign.

Mr. Rem: No, he did not.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Then he had less political foresight than he gave
him credit for.

Mr, REID : He made a promise and kept it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: So
did the hon. member for the Valley make
a promise.

Mr. McDONNELL : If you are speaking about
Mr. Higgs, the late member for the Valley, he
made no promise about resigning.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR RAILWAYS:
How do vou know?

Mr. McDoxNELL: I know. I am quite posi-
$ive,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
They all knew that the thing was engineered.
They might take Gympie or North Rockhamp-
ton, and there was no telling how the votes would
have gone. The Home Secretary had explained
that there were only two or three weeks out of
eight in which an election could have been held
without the same objcction being raised. He
had no doubt that Mr. Fisher calculated all the
chances.

Mr. REID : No, he did not.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS:
Then he had less political foresight than he
thought he had. He was quite sure the hon.
member for Enoggera would have done so. He
would have fixed his time to resign, and he
would have timed it so as to give his party the
best political results. He had no doubt that in
the case of the Valley, so far as possible, the
time was calculated. It was held over indefi-
nitely for the simple purpose of getting every
available man on the Valley roll that was
entitled to vote. If that election had taken
place under similar circumstances to those at
{ympie, they would have been told that Mr.
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McMaster was returned because the quarterly
roll was not in tise ; but there the quarterly roll
was in use, and he (the Secretary for Railways}
believed that the result showed the returning
comion sense of the people of this country.
(Opposition laughter.) He ventured to assert
that if the quarterly rolls had been in use at
Gymypie and at North Rockhampton the electors
would have given another proof of their return-
The other side only got the
seat at Gympie by the skin of their teeth., He
would say nothing about Rockhampton North,
as the case was sub judice ; but those places
were strongholds of ILiabour, and they were
shaken to their foundations. Under those cir-
cumsbances, he did not think that members on
the other side should waste the time of the
Committee and of the country as they had been
doing by making charges that had no foundation
whatever. There was a great deal in making
statements of that kind and getting them into
Hansard, and leading people to believe that they
were a suffering party—that thev were sat upon
by the whole of the Ministerial forces. They
were making an ad misericordiam appeal to the
electors of the country, and he ventured to say
that it was only made for political purposes,
although he had no grievance against them on
that account.

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns) did not think the Secre-
tary for Railways was correct in speaking of a
justice of the peace acting in a_judicial capacity
when he attested electoral claim forms. The
hon. gentleman said that a justice of the peace
always acted in a judicial capacity.

The SECRETARY FOR RarLways: He is sup-
posed to.

Mr. GIVENS: He was not supposed to, If
the hon. gentleman consulted the legal
authorities at his disposal, he would find thata
justice of the peace acted in two capacities—
judicial and ministerial--and when he attested a
claim form he was most decidedly acting in a
ministerial capacity. If he was acting in a
judieial capacity, he would have to call evidence
for and against.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILwAYS: He must
satisfy himself that he has judicial evidence.
He must weigh the evidence.

Mr. GIVENS: He supposed that the hon.
gentleman would tell them that if a magistrate
sat on an inquiry, like a coroner, he was acting
in a judicial capacity.

Mr. J. HamruroN : Yes.
evidence.

Mr. GIVENS : The decision of the highest
legal authority in the State was that, even when
a magistrate took evidence, he was not always
acting in & judicial capacity, but in a ministerial
capacity. That had been held by no less an
authority than the Attorney-General last year.
That hon. gentleman held that when a bench of
magistrates was sitting on a case which involved
very serious issues—perhaps imprisonment for a
number of people—they were only acting in a
ministerial capacity, inaswuch as it was only
their business to say whether a primd focie case
had been made out or not. Nobody knew that
better than the Secretary for Railways, but he
was only indulging in a bit of special pleading
for the purpose of gebting it into Hansard and
gulling the people outside. Now, the complaint
made by the hon. member for Maryborough
against the senior member for Gympie was that
when he wasup on the railway line at Glad-
stone he attested some claim forms with a view
to assisting citizens to obtain their citizens’
rights. They had been told by the hon. member
for Maryborough that a large number of people
had recently come from New South Wales, and
were working on the railway. One of the main

He takes sworn
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arguments used last year in support of the con-
structionofrailways, and in support of the passage
of private railway Bills, was that they would find
work for the unemploynd of Queensland, but it
now appeared that they had only been finding
work for the unemployed of New South Wales.
There was no doubt whatever that the hon.
member for Gympie was performing a public
duty in assisting these men tc get on the roll,
and it had always been the aim and object of
hon. members sitting on that side to do that.
He had witnessed scores of claims, and it was a
matter of perfect indifference to him what their
political opinions were so long as he was satisfied
that they were entitled to get on the roll. It
appeared on the other hand that hon. members
on the other side placed every possible difficulty
in the way of men obtaining their citizens’ right
unless they happened to be their political
friends.

The Home SECRETARY : You have no founda-
tion for that statement.

Mr. GIVENS: He would show some founda-
tion for it before he had finished. The matter
of surprise to him was that the people were able
to return cne of themselves to represent them,
seeing the enormous difficulties which were
placed in their way by the other side. The
Home Secretary, a little while ago, stated that
the Principal Electoral Registrar never issued
anything but general instructions to the electoral
registrars, He would draw the hon. gentleman’s
attention to the fact that there was one par-
ticular man on the roll in this State who never
had any right to be there. He was never a
British citizen, but an alien. Yet he was on the
roll, and was kept there for years and years, and
voted, and was on the committee of Ministerial
candidates, and was always a good Ministerial
voter. When it was found out very recently
that he was an alien, instead of immediately
wiping the man’s name "off the roll—

The HoME SECRETARY : Which nobody can do.

Mr. GIVENS: They wired to Brisbane for
instructions, Now, he wondered if he had been
a Labour voter would they have wired to Bris-
bane for instructions? No fear! But thein-
structions that were sent back were to leave his
name on the roll nnless someone cbjected. Now
that man’s name had no right to be on the roll,
because it was not entitled to be there, and be-
cause, after he became a British citizen—cer-
tainly he immediately took the oath of allegiance
—he never sent in a claim. After he was
objected to, the registrar, instead of disqualify-
ing him until he sent in a proper claimn—as he
should have done when he became naturalised—
wired to the Principal Hlectoral Registrar, and
got back instructions that he was not to wipe
him out unless somebody objected, and then a
man was put to the expense of objecting and
lodging the legal fee of Bs.

The HoME SECRETARY : What was the result ?

Mr. GIVENS : The result had to be tested
by the revision court, which had not yet sat.

The Hoxe SECRETARY : Will you give me par-
ticulars of that case ?

Mr. GIVENS: The particulars of the case
were that the alien’s name was Hamilton Thorn-
ton Douglas.

The Homg SECRETARY : How was he an alien?

Mr. GIVENS: Because he was a native of the
United States.

The HomEe SECRETARY : Do you object to him
being that ?

Mr. GIVENS : He did not, but he objected
to anyone being on the roll who would not

accept the responsibility of citizen-

[7:30 p.m.] ship—most decidedly. It was only
found out by accident that this man

was an alien, although that must have been a fact
known to the Government for a long time,
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because it was in an official document addressed
to him as an alien when the matter was found
out.

The HoME SECRETARY : In what way?

Mr. GIVENS: It was an cfficial decument,

The HomME SECRETARY : It did not come before

me.

Mr. GIVENS: He challenged the Home
Secretary to produce correspondence in the case.
He would find that a telegram was sent from
Mr. Boyce to the electoral registrar in Cairns
telling him that this man’s nawe should not be
struck off unless someone objected to the name
being on the roll, although there was noright for
it to remain on the roll.

The HoME SECRETARY : You are now deciding
something that ic sub judice.

Mr. GIVENS: The name has no right to be
there at any rate. And was it right that Mr.
Boyce should have issued these instructions to
the electoral registrar at Cairns ?  He might also
bring under the notice of the hon. gentleman
the fact that the department was losing a great
deal of money every year from the way in which
the electoral registrars in out-of-the-way places
were administering the Act, If hon. members
looked up the country papers they would see a
list of names of men who applied to be placed
on the roll, and that this list occupied four
columns, and half of each was blank, simply be-
cause particulars of residential qualifications had
$o be there particularised in case of Lahour voters,
and five or six inches are left blank in other
columns. These particulars were asked for from
Labour voters who had shifted from one place to
another.

The HoME SEORETARY: Hveryone else has to
supply these particulars.

Mr. GIVENS : They had not, for that could
be seen by looking down the list of voters.

The HoME SeCRETARY : Take the case of the
Attorney-General last year. That is exactly in
point.

Mr, GIVENS : He agreed with the leader of
the Opposition that the great wajority of the
electoral registrars in the colony performed their
duties impartially and in an excellent manuer,
but there were a few of which that could not be
said—who did not deserve that being said of
them, .They had expressed the opinion that only
men of property and with politics of a certain
kind should be on the rolls, and the electoral
registrar at Cairus had done that. If that was
acting in an impartial and unbiassed way it wonld
be wuch better if they had an opportunity of show-
ing their impartiality in some other way. He
would point out, with regard to the administra-
tion of the Aci‘,, that when notices were issued
that certain people on the rolls were dead, left, or
disqualified, that might not inflict any great hard-
ship in the metropolis or city constituencier,
where every man could see the newspapers every
dav bt in outside constituencies, especially out
in Lhe far West, it did a great deal of harm, for
men there did not see newspapers for months
sometimes ; they did not receive the mails regu-
larly at times, for mauny of the men there werse
enntinually vravelling about, although they were
always in the same electorate. How could they
see that they were marked left, dead, or dis-
qualified? That being so, he contended that this
was not fair to those individuals. The leader of
the Opposition had pointed out that a certain
political organisation existed in this city for the
purpose of purifying the rolls by knockmg off
the rolls the names of persons, but the Act pro-
vided that when they lodged their objections
they should pay a fee of bs.

MEMBERS on the Government side :
of the sort. No, no.

Mr. GIVENS : Yes.

Nothing
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Mr. McMasTer : The matter must go to the
revision court.

Mr. REID: He is quite right from one point
of view.

Mr. GIVENS: The general provision of the
law was that, when a person lodged an objection
to a person not being properly qualified to be on
the roll, he had to lodge a fee of 5s. with his
objection, and that had been done in the case of
the alien he had referred to. He would like to
know if this purification society had paid the
fee of Bs. for each of the objections they had
made?

The SECRETARY FOR RaAlnwavs: Are you re-
ferring to the Hlectoral Reform League:

Mr. GIVENS said he did not know what it
was called. It might be a Jericho association,
for all he knew. Why should the electoral
registrars take the word of organisations of such
a kind ? They had sent out paid organisers.

Mr. ForsYTH : So do you.

Mr. GIVENS : There had never heen a paid
organiser in hiselectorate for the last fifteen years.
As far as he knew there was no paid organiser
representing his party within fifty miles of Bris-
bane ; and the paid organisers in the outside
districts were employed in connection with the
industrial unious.

Mr, ANNEAR: What abous the Trades Hall
in Turbot street?

Mr. GIVENS: They had not at their beck and
call a hireling newspaper like the Courier. But
that was not a Government organ now., They
now possessed the Street, a rag they had to give
away—a little organ they had to keep alive at
the expense of the general taxpayer by means of
Government advertisements.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I remind the
hon, member of the question before the Com-
mittee.

Mr. GIVENS: Connected with this matter
was the large amount of money expended for
advertising.

The SECRETARY FOR Ratnways: That vote is
not before us now.

Mr. GIVENS: The Home Secretary sald the
whole question was before the Committee, and
that was part of the question. However, if houn.
members were inclined to repudiate the authority
of the Home Secretary

The Homr SrcRETARY : I did not say what
the hon. member attributes to me.

Mr. GIVENS: If he was out of order in
referring to the question of advertising he would
like to know what the hou. member for Mary-
borough’s interjection about Turbot street had to
do with the question. An organisation like that
possessed by the other side should be carefully
watched by the electoral registrars, so as not to
allow themselves to commit an injustice by
carrying out the wishes of that organisation. In
their circulars they said they supplied lists of
names of people ““dead,” ‘“left,” or “disquali-
fied” to the different electoral registrars. Was
it on their mere say so that the registrars filled
up the lists and got them advertised ?

The Houme SECRETARY : No. The registrar
makes inquiries.

Mr. GIVENS said he doubted it very much.
They had it on the bestevidence. He knew men
who had never been out of the electorate who
had been marked *“left,” ““ dead,” or ¢ disquali-
fied,” Plenty «f men had been marked as dead,
who were very much alive.

The HoME SrCRETARY : Mr. Grimes himself
was once.

Mr. GIVENS : That showed that full inquiry
was not made. He objected to dictation by
any political association outside, and he did not
think it was creditable to hon. gentlemen on the
other side that they should have an association—
of which prominent members opposite were mem-
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bers —organised for the purpose of getting men
driven off the rull whulesale. If anybody was
not of the right political brand, and they could
find the remotest excuse, they knucked off his
name withount the slightest comypunction. No-
body belonging to the Labour party ever made
it a part of their function to wipe people off the-
roll.

Mr. ForsyTH : Bunkum! They have done it
in my electorate. I can give names.

Mr. Tormik : And in Toowoomba.,

Mr. GIVENS: There were thousands of
names on the roll which the Ministerial organi-
sation did not »bject to, though they had no.
right to be there.

Mer. ForsvyrH : The same with yours.

Mr, GIVENS : There were men down for =
property qualification though they had lost thas
qualitication.

The SECRETARY FOR RarLwavys: It is a
question of fact for the tribunal to decide.

Mr. REmD: It is hard to prove it before the
tribunal.

Mr, GIVENS: The Ministerial organisation
did not want the roll purified in those cases,
because they knew that the property voter
zould generally--though he was glad to say
he could not always—be regarded as a safe
voter for the Ministerial side. They wanted
above all things to bave purity in political
life. (Hear, hear! and laughter.) But while
the present Government was in office he had
not the slightest hope of getting purity in
politieal life or political adminis’ ration.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Some things
you cannot purify.

Mr. GIVENS : Especially the Cambooya
case. The more it was stirred up the more it
smelt. Almost every crime in the calendar
was committed in crnnection with it.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. GIVENS thought he was perfectly en-
titled to bring up this case as an example of
what was done in the administration of the law.

Mr, TurLeY : Maladministration !

Mr. GIVENS: There was that Cambooya.

case,

The CHATRMAN : Order!

Mr. GIVENS submitted that he was entitled
to instance that as a gross example of malad-
ministration in connection with this particular

vote.

The CHATRMAN : Order!

Mr. GIVENS : He would like the Chairman
to say if he was not in order.

The CHAIRMAN : It has always been a rule
in the procedure of this House that when a ques-
tion is put on the business-paper it is out of «rder
to anticipate the debate on it. There is a motion
on the paper referring to this matter, and it will
not be 1n vrder to debate it now.

Mr. GIVENS submitted that though there
was a specific resolution on the paper to be dis-
cussed it related to a specific matter. He was
not trespassing on the resolution to discuss the
report of the select committee. He was not
going to discuss that or allude to it.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That covers
the whole ground.

Mr. GIVENS: It did not. It appeared that
hon. members opposite liked to keep as far away
from this as possible.

The Houme SecrETARY: There have been half-
a-dozen inquiries already.

Mr. GIVENS: Yes, a man was brought
before the court and committed for trial, and
this pure Government filed no bill, They would
not let it go to a jury.

Mr. J. Hamirmon: Isn’t that done frequently
when there is no case ?
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Mr., GIVENS: It was amarvel that ashadow
of a case could be made out considering the
difficulties thrown in the way by the Govern-
ment.

f}n HovouraBLE MeMBER: The proofs were
stolen.

Mr. GIVENS: Who stole them ?

The CHAIRMAN: I have already called
attention to the fact that it is irregular to refer
to a motion on the business-paper.

MEeumBERS on the Government side: Hear,

ear !

Mr. GIVENS again submitted that he was
not alluding to the motion on the notice-paper,
but had a perfect right to discuss this matter.

The SECREPARY FOR RaiLwavs: The select
committes dealt with the stealing of those

apers.

Mr. GIVENS : He wasnot discussing, nor did
he intend to discuss, the finding of the committee,
but he was alluding to certain well-known facts
with which the commmittee were not concerned at
all, and, in reply to the Secretary for Railways,
he would point out with regard to the stealing of
the papers that the persons who stole them were
admittedly interested in the case itself.

The HoME SECRETARY: You evidently know
all about it.

Mr. GIVENS: At all events he did not know
as much about it as the Home Secretary.

The CHAIRMAN : The whole of this ques-
tion isinvolved in the motion which is at present
on the business-paper and which is to be moved
by the hon. member for Charters Towers, Mr.
Burrows. I must, therefore, state again that in
my opinion it is distinetly irregular for an hon.
member to refer to this matter.

Mr. GIVENS: Seceing that it was in reply to
an interjection that he brought up the case, he
thought it was rather hard that he would not
have an opportunity of discussing it as it ought
to be discussed ; and he further maintained that
if there was anything in this world that wanted
a fuil discussion it was that particular case.
Time after time members on that side had been
prevented from having a full discussion upon it.
That case, at any rate, showed that the adminis-
tration of the law in connection with the Elections
Act was not what it ought to be, and further,
that owing to the lax administration or mal-
administration of the Act, very grave abuses
existed. But to leave that case and to come to a
morerecentinstance. Ithadbeen pointed outthat
the June electoral roll, while it was available for
the Toowoomba election, was not available
either for the Gympie or the North Ruockhampton
slection. Now, why? Simply because the Go-
vernment thonght it was dangerous for them to
have that roll in use at the Gympie or North
Rockhampton election, Was is not a fact that
the Toowoomba election took place considerably
before the North Rockhampton and the Gympie
election?

The HoME SECRETARY: Not before the
Gympie election. Do not manufacture thefacts,

Mr., GIVENS: Well, he was asking for
information. At any rate, the Toowoomba
election came off a week before the North Rock-
hampton election, and yet, while the roll was
available for the Toowoomba election, it was not
available tor the North Rockhampton election,

The HomME SECRETARY: That has been
explained.

Mr. GIVENS: His opinion was that Ministers
liked to get someone behind whom they could
shelter themselves. They had the Public Service
Board and the Advertising Board, and now the
Home Secretary had got the electoral registrar.
In all those instances, Ministers sheltered them-
selves behind the persons who had been ap-
pointed to the various offices. At the present
time it was proposed to abolish the Public Ser-
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vice Board, because it was found that it had
become a public scandal. Then the Premier
told them the other night that the Advertising
Board was more or less of a failure, and by and
by the Home Secretary would tell them that the
idea of having a Principal Electoral Registrar
was a bad one. He ventured to say that the
Principal Xlectoral Registrar, who was supposed
to be such an independentindividual, was amere
tool in the hands of the Ministry. That was
his honest opinion.

The HoME SECRETARY: Your what opinion?
That is impossible.

Mr, GIVENS: He did not know whether it
was impossible for the Home Secretary to
express an honest opinion, but it appeared from
his interjection that it was. The fact was that,
whoever was responsible, very grave abuses had
arisen, and were continually coming to the
surface in connection with the administration of
the Act. Although very high praise had been
showered upon the Principal Electoral Registrar,
he did not think if the Home Secretary heard
the opinion of many returning officers and local
registrars that he had conversed with that he
would be so very complimentary. With regard
to the charges levelled against his side of their
activity in getting names on the roils, he for one
did not feel inolined to apologise for that. As a
matter of fact he felt rather proud of it.

Mr. Towmit: Do you feel proud of having got
them off ?

Mr. GIVENS: He had never got a man off
the roll in his life,

Mr. Tormrig: Your party does.

Mr, GIVENS: If the hon. member would
bring forward one case in which a man had been
unjustly taken off the roll he would give him
every assistance to get that man’s name restored.
But there were hundreds and thousands of
Ministerial voters who were on the roll who had
no business to be there because they did not
possess the qualification in respect to which they
were registered. It was part of the duty of
every citizen to see that every other citizen
possessed his full rights of citizenship, and when
they assisted men to get on the roll they were
simply performing their duty as citizens, and
he for one was not ashamed of it.

The HOME SECRETARY : A large part of
the speech of the hon. member for Cairns was so
irrelevant that he would not condescend to reply
to it. A great deal of it was also so much out of
order that he would not be in order in taking
any notice of it, The part which he did intend
to reply to was that in which the hon. member
levelled a gross charge of bias against the
Principal Electoral Registrar, and said that a
certain man named Douglas, who was an alien,
was allowed to remain on the roll because he was
a supporter of the Government. That was a
most gross and serious charge to be levelled
against any public officer, especially an officer
who, as far as his duties were concerned, was
largely an officer of the House.

Mr. TurLEY : No,

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes, so far as
his duties were concerned he was largely respon-
sible to the House. Bul whether he was a
servant of the House directly, or through the
medium of the Ministry, it was equally unfair
and unmanly to make such a charge. An unfor-
tunate civil servant who was unable to reply for
himself should not be subject to a charge of that
kind unless the hon. member was prepared to
back up the charge by some very much better
evidence than he had brought forward. The
facts were not at all as the hon. member
stated.

The SecrETARY FOR RAILWAYS : They never
are.
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The HOME SECRETARY : Up to the time
the hon. member mentioned the matter, he knew
no more of it than anybody else. He never heard
of the man., He never heard of his case, or knew
anything about it, but he knew something about
it now, because the officials in the gallery, more
especially the Under Secretary, remembered
very distinetly what the facts were. This man,
Mr. Douglas, was very doubtful
whether he was not a natur-
alised subject. He had already
taken the oath of allegiance in another State,
and very naturally concluded, as most people
did, that that was sufficient. As a matter of
fact, theve was a large number of people, and
well informed people, too, who were unaware of
the fact that naturalisation in one State was not
sufficient to carry naturalisation throughout Aus-
tralia, It waslocal in its operation. But he
did not see how a man, who had already become
a sworn British subject, could be said to be an
alien.

Mr. Givens: As a matter of law he is an
alien.

The HOME SECRETARY : He was anatural-
ised British subject in one of the States of the
Commonwealth,

Mr. TrrLEy : Never mind that, that does not
affect it.

The HOME SECRETARY : It was a very
material point, but it had been ignored by hon.
genilemen opposite. As soon as Mr. Douglas
discovered that it was necessary for him to take
the oath afresh, he took the oath. He (the Home
Secretary) did not see how he could be an alien
after be had become a naturalised British sub-
ject.

Mr, GIveNs : Clartainly he was an alien.

The HOME SECRETARY : He could not
see 1t,

Mr. TURLEY : Why did be take the oath then?

The HOME SECRETARY : Because of the
peculiarity of our law. He already held a
certificate of naturalisation in one of the other
colanies—he could not say whether it was in New
South Wales, Victoria, or New Zealand,

Mr. DuxsrorD: I though the old Federal
Council passed a law in regard to that.

The HOME SECRETARY : It seemed that
the members of the House were not very clear
about it, and that being so he thought Mr.
Douglas might be pardoned for not being very
clear upon it himself. Mr. Douglas, as soon as
he discovered that a new naturalisation certificate
was required, obtained one, and it was not until
after that had taken place, that the electoral
registrar appealed to the Principal Electoral
Registrar to know what he should do.  Suppose,
as the hon. gentleman desires, Mr. Boyce had
told this officer to make due inquiry, where
would he have gone?

Mr. Grveng : He would have carried out the

law.

The HOME SECRETARY : No, it was his
duty to make due inquiry. Where would he
have gone but to the office of the clerk of petty
sessions—probably his own office? He would
there have ascertained that this man had already
become a naturalised British subject and his
name was on the roll—how then could he have
given him notice that he was disqualified ? He
was on the roll, and it would have been a very
nice point whetherit would have been possible to
remove him, he being a naturalised British subject
in this colony and in another State of the Com-
monwealth. These were the facts of this case.
The worst feature of the hon. gentleman’s charge
against Mr. Boyce was that he gave this advice
because this man was a Government supporter.
Mr. Boyce had assured him that he had not the
slightest knowledge of this man’s political views,
It was his duty to give advice ; he gave it to the

[8 p.m.]
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best of his ability, and he gave the right advice,
because he was of opinion that the man had
complied with all the conditions. Apparently
the hon. member opposite, in his loud-mouthed
protestations about desiring to see people on the
roll, did not think this man, who, he assumed,
was a perfectly respectable man, should be put
on the roll. Why? Because he was a Govern-
ment supporter.

Mr. TURLEY : Because he was not entitled to
be there,

The HOME SECRETARY: When the
Principal Klectoral Registrar came to make
objection it was too late. The man had already
cured what was wrong.

Mr. TurLEY : No, he did not do so.

The HOMYX SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber was one of those who were always cocksure
about everything. He (the Home Secretary})
was one of those who had a doubt un some
matters, even if they were matters of law. He
had had considerable doubt as to whether it was
competent to sustain any objection against this
man’s vote on the ground that he was not a
naturalised British subject. He might bave got
on the roll improperly, but, when he became a
British subject, he was there properly, and had
just as much right to be there as any member of
the House. If any other hon. member but the
hon, member for Cairns had made this charge
against Mr. Boyce, he (the Home Secretary)
would have expected him to make a retraction of
it, and have expressed regret at having done a
wrong to so worthy a public servant, but as it
was he did not expect anything of the sort.

Mr. G1VENS did not see any great condescen-
sion in the Home Secretary having got up to
reply to his speech. The hon. gentleman was
merely a servant of the people, and when he got
up and talked about condescending to reply to a
charge he detracted from his office.

The HoMe SECRETARY: It all depends upon
what the charge is, and who makes it.

Mr. GIVENS: He did not care about the
hon. gentleman’s opinion, or that of anybody else.
Tt was fortunate for the Home Secretary that he
did not care very much what others thought
about him, for he could assure the hon. gentle-
man the opinions were very uncomplimentary.
The hon. gentleman stated the electoral registrar
had no option but to leave the man’s name on
the roll. That was a new doctrine to him.

The HoMe SECRETARY : He had no opportunity
to take it off,

Mr. GIVENS: How was it that he had given
the man notice now that his name would be
taken off because he was disqualified. Although
the Home Secretary had said immediately he
took the oath of allegiance he had the necessary
qualification, be forgot that the man bad to be
Iiving in the district for six months before he
became entitled to a vote.

The Home SroreTARY: What is that but
taking advantage of a legal quibble ?

Mr. GIVENS: There was no quibble about
it. It wasa plain statement of the law of the
case. If a2 man was not a supporter of the
Government every quibble was taken advantage
of to keep him off the roll, but where it was one
of their own supporters that was concerned the
Government wanted the very strongest facts
before they would knock him off. He did not
accuse Mr. Boyce of keeping that man on simply
because be was a Government supporter.

Mr. MoMasTrR : That was the accusation.

Mr. GIVENS: But, if that man had not been
a Government supporter, he said that Mr. Boyce
would never have been asked for instructions.
The very minute it was found out that he was a
Labour supporter, he would have been wiped off
without compunction.

The PrREMIER : That is not so.
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Mr. GIVENS : Whether that was so or not,
he was perfectly satisfied thatit would be so, and
tha.t had been his experience all the time. In
nine cases out of ten where a mistake was made
by she electoral registrars in issuing notices of
disqualification, the mistake was made where a
Labour voter was concerned. Very few com-
plaints were made of cases where Ministerial
voters were knocked off while they possessed the
qualifieation.

The PrEMIER : They don’t go to you.

Mr. GIVENS: There were hundreds of
Labour voters in the Premier’s own electorate
whose names were being knocked off. Com-
plaints were coming down every week.

The Pruamrer: There are just as many struck
off on the other side.

Mr, GIVENS: Well, he had not heard about

1t.

The HomE SECRETARY : They would not run to
you about it.

Mr, GIVENS: Since he had been in Parlia-
ment he had got far more letters from Minis-
terial supporters to try and do something in the
way of rectifying their grievances than he had
got from his own supporters. When the Home
Secretary said that in the case he quoted the
facts were not in accordance with his statement,
all he could say was that the hon. gentleman’s
own statement in reply was an ahsolute vindica-
tion of the facts as he stated them, because the
hon. gentleman had to admit that the man was
an alien,

The HoMe SECRETARY : T did no$ admit any-
thing of the sort—only technically—by means of
a legal quibble.

Mr. GIVENS: Everybody who knew any-
thing about constitutional law knew that the
naturalisation of any British colony or State,
outside of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, only held good for the particular
colony or State in which the naturalisation was
taken out.

The PrEMIER: Very few know it.

Mr. GIVENS: The Home Secretary had
stated that Mr. Douglas had no opportunity of
knowing it. Now, during the federal campaign,
one of his arguments in favour of federation—
and he made the statement at every meeting in
his electorate, and it was fully reported in the
Press—was that federation would remove that
anomaly. e had also made the statement in
other electorates, so that Mr. Douglas had
ample opportunity of knowing it. He had no
proof now—nor had the Home Seeretary any
proof—that Mr. Douglas ever was naturalised in
any British State.

The Homr SECRETARY: The whole thing is
mere statement, and I suppose mine is as good
as yours.

Mr. GIVENS: It was a mere impression in
the mind of the Under Secretary, the hon.
gentleman said. The Under Secretary did not
vouch for it, nor did the Home Secretary vouch
for it. But the fact that the man was an alien,
so far as Queensland was concerned———

The HoME SECRETARY : I suppose you cannot
state that it was so?

Mr. GIVENS: No, he could not, but it was
very likely that it was so, because he had known
Mr. Douglas for about sixteen years, and, so far
as he kunew, he had been in Queensland
ever since he cune to Australia. He had known
him ever since he came to Cairns sixteen years
ago, and he had heard him ‘*‘blowing” about
being an American citizen : and, if he knew he
was an American citizen then, did he not know
he was an American citizen all the time? He
had no objection to Mr. Douglas getting on the
roll when he was properly qualified, and he
hoped that he would be able to keep there ; but
he objected to the law being administered so as
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to make fish of one and flesh of another. It
should te impartially administered, so that
nobody would bave any grievance and so that
hardship would be inflicted on nobody.

Mr. RYLAND had been credibly. informed
that the roll had been sent down from Gympie
to Brisbane on the Tuesday afternoon, and was
delivered in Brisbane on the Wadnesday morn-
ing, and that there was plenty of time for it to
have gone back to Gympie by the afternoon’s
train.

The Homre SrcreETARY: That is not correct.

Mr. RYLAND was informed that the delay
must have come in somewhere—either in Bris-
bane or in Gympie—as there was any amount of
time between Tuesday and Saturday to have
sent the roll back for the election. Through the
bungling on the part of someone these electors
were deprived of fheir votes. He would like to
know from the Home Secretary whether that
was going to be continued. The same thing
occurred at the election for Rockhampton North.
Was there no provision to be made in adminis-
tering the Act by which electors should be
allowed to cast their votes? He did not see
that there was any difficulty whatever in inform-
irg the returning officer by wire that he could
let those men vote. He could have used the
lists which had been printed by the local Press.
He thought he was correct in stating that the
Home Secretary had said that the Principal
Flectoral Registrar had nothing to do with con-
firming the bi-monthly lists—that he was only
in the position of giving advice.

The HomE SgCRETARY : Noj; the returning
officer, T said.

Mr. RYLAND understood the hon. gentle-
man to say Mr. Boyce had nothing to do with
preparing the rolls—that he was simply referred
to for advice.

The HoME SECRETARY : He checks the lists,

too.

Mr, RYLAND : The registration court checks
the lists,

The HomE SECRETARY: Mr. Boyce checks
them, too.

Mr. RYLAND: How could the Principal
Electoral Registrar know whether people living
in every electorate in Queensland were entitled
to a vote or no? The same thing might happen
again, and the Principal Electoral Registrar or
the local registrar might disfranchise scores of
qualified electors. They ought to have some-
thing definite from the Home Secretary on that
point, and, seeing that in more than one
mstance during the last six months men had
been deprived of their votes, the houn. gentle-
man should see that it did not occur again.
Perhaps he might be pardoned for saying a few
words in answer to what the Minister for Rail-
ways had said about the only thing that would
justify a member going into another electorate
and signing and attesting claims. He (Mr,
Ryland) had said there was no justice of the
peace in the district in which he had attested
claims ; at any rate, there was no justice of the
peace out there that these men could see, and
he had pointed out that if they got up a requisi-
tion and sent it to the Home Secretary he would
very likely appoint a justice of the peace for
that district. These men had told bim that
sometimes they had gone into justices of the peace,
who were all business men, on Saturday nights,
and they had not the time to attend to the husi-
ness of attesting claims. He had mentioned the
matter to Mr. Boles, and the men there at that
time were talking about getting up a requisition
to have a justice of the peace appointed. With
regard to what the hon. member for Maryborough
had said, he bad been informed that some of
these men had been camped for over two months

| on the reserve waiting for the railway to start.
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Then with regard to what the Minister for Rail-
ways said about these men being camped on the
reserve and going into town to get claims
attested, they were there for two or three
months, and while they were there camped on
the reserve, part of the time, they had no
qualification.  'When these men got to work they
had no opportunity for getting into town. They
were working all day, and could only go into
town on Saturday night,

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : Were not
both the contractors justices of the peace ?

Mr. RYLAND: He did not know, Would
any business man think that if twenty or thirty
men were working in a cutting and the con-
tractor came along they would ask to be able to
knock off work in order to go in and ges their
names on the roll. The idea was absurd. The
hon. member for Maryborough had been a con-
tractor himself, and he knew that when a con-
tractor came along, it would not be a case of
knock off work, but a case of * Wire in boys.”

The SECRETARY FOR RATLWAYS: You have not
shown that these men asked the contractors to
do this.

Mr. RYLAND : It was not a likely thing that
these men would ask the contractors to do this—
that was not likely between master and man.
He was quite satisfied that these men should be
on the roll, so he had attested their claims.
‘With regard to what the Minister for Railways
said about packing the rolls, he (Mr. Ryland)
did not think there was any packing in the
matter at all. He contended that every man
who was entitled to be on the roll should have
every opportunity for getting on the roll, no
matter what his political creed might be, and it
should be the duty of the police, or someone else,
to see to that; -but under the present system,
they would have to jog along as best they
could. When sympathy had been shown for
Outlanders in other places, why should they
not show some practical sympathy for the Out-
landers in Queensland? 1If he went to South
Africahe would try and get men on the rolls,
for he would like to see every man in every
country on the roll. He had never asked any
man_what his political feelings were. They
could exercise their votes as they thought best,
According to the argument of the Miuister
for Railways he presumed that they would vote
for the Government at the next election because
the present Governmeunt were finding work for
them on this line. The Labour party were not
finding work for them, but they were inducing
them to get work in the country. He had really
been doing the work which hon. members
opposite should have been doing, that was in
trying to enrol men who will cast their votes
for the keeping of the present Ministry in power.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hLon. mem-
ber who had just sat down had asked him a very
pertinent question—as to whether what had been
complained of in the past was going to be
repeated in the future—that was the difficulty of
obtaining the current bi-mouthly roils for use at
any by-election. It was impossible for him,
ander the present state of the law, to answer
the question satisfactorily. The matter rested
with the Speaker, and he had requested him
to deal with the matter, so that there would
be plenty of time in which to secure to the re-
turning officer and his presiding officers the pos-
session of the bi-monthly rolls before he nomi-
nated the polling day. There were less than
three weeks during which he can select that
day, and the Gcevernment and the departiment
would probably be taunted with mal-admiuistra-
tlon.xf the rolls were not available to the re-
turning officer and the presiding officers. It was
very difficult to do all that one would like,
when one was met on every occasion—no matter
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what was done—with a charge of mal-adminis-
tration by hon. members who thought they were
the only persons in the whole community who
were capable of honestly administering not only
their own affairs but the affairs of everyone else.
It would be desirable in any future law to pro-
vide that any additional roll should
[8:30 p.m.] not come into force until a given
date, say, the first of the succeeding
month, that being such a date as would insure
an opportunity being given to havs the roll
distributed among the presiding officers at any
election which might take place. But that was
not the present state of the law, and he was not
responsible for it any more than the hon.
member. At present, as faras he could see, the
moment a roll was printed it became a roll. But
the returning officer might be at Normanton, and
what would be the use of a roll down in Bris-
bane? It was of no value as a roll until it
reached the polling-place, and could be distri-
buted. Hon. members should be fair enough to
recognise that fact, as he was sure the country
would be.

Mr. W. HAMILTON (Gregory): A lot of
political capital seemed to be made out of the
fact that the hon. member for Gympie had
attested certain electoral claims while he was in
Gladstone, simply because he wasamember of this
House and a justice of the peace. The Secretary
for Railways and the hon. member for Mary-
borough spoke of the matter in such a way as
almost to lead people to believe that the hon.
member had acted illegally, or had placed names
on the roll illegally.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : Nobody said

that.

Mr. W, HAMILTON : No; but it was in-
ferred. The hon. gentleman gave a sort of inoral
sermon on the duties of justices of the peace;
but he was all wrong. 'The hon. member for
Maryborough almost accused the hon. member
for Gympie of some criminal act in attesting
those claims. But other members, on both
sides of the House, had done the same thing.
He had done it himself, and, in doing so, he had
never asked the applicants what their political
opinions were. A manager of a station, who
was a justice of the peace, had asked him to
put his name on the roll, and he had done so.
There were very few justices of the peace in the
bush who had claim forms, and there were
very few who had Labour sympathies. If a
Labour member recommended a person for ap-
pointment to the commission of the peace, it
was very hard to get that person appointed,
but he had known cases where other persons
whose political sympathies were with the other
side, persons who were managers of stations
or grazing farm selectors, had been put on the
commission of the peace within three weeks or
ten days after they went to the district. If a
man was entitled to have his name on the roll, it
was only right for a justice of the peace, whether
he was a member of the Assembly cor not, to
attest his claim. The hon. member for Gympie
had stated that he had refused to attest some
claims, and that in every case where he
attested them he had satisfied himself that
the applicants were entitled to be enrolled.
The Secretary for Railways said that he never
attested a claim in his own district. The reason
was that the hon. gentleman was very seldom in
his own district. There was scarcely any district
in the colony from which more complaints came
from persons who were entitled to be enrolled
and were unable to get their names on the roll—
especially miners—than from the district of the
hon. member for Bulloo. There had been com-
plaints coming from that district for the last
three or four years. If the hon. gentleman would
take more pains to see that every man in his
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district who was entitled to the franchise was
enrolled, it would be to his credit. Anyone
could see how much easier it was for a man to
get on the roll if he had the right earmark or
brand than it was if he belonged to the
other side in politics. The political organisation
-of the other side of the House had their paid
organisers, and as the hon. member for Mitchell
had pointed out, a paid organiser of that associa-
tion in the Mitchell district was immediately
made a jastice of the peace, and he was now
travelling round the distriet, no doubt for the
purpose of striking off the ro!l those who had not
the right earmark and of putting on others who
were of his own colour in politics—in fach, jug-
gling the roll, It would be far better if the elec-
toral registrars were left more to themselves,
and were not interfered with by any political
organisation whatever. The Home Secretary, or
some other hon, member, had said that if a
person went to an electoral registrar and made
a statement to him that a certain person was
dead, or had left the district, or was disqualified,
it was his duty to challenge that person.

The Home SkcrETARY : I did not say that; I
said to make inquiries,

Mr. W. HAMILTON : He did not think the
electoral registrar should take any notice of out-
siders.

thl])e HoyE SecrETaRY : The law says that he
shall.

Mr. W. HAMILTON : But he should not do
so.  The electoral registrars bad the police, and
in the cities postmen and others, to whom they
could apply for information, and those were the
only persons from whom they should take any
information. When the Principal Electoral
Registrar was appointed, it was said that
the cause for complaints which were then
made would be removed. As a matter of
fact, however, complaints had been wore
frequent since the appointment of the Prin-
cipal Electoral Registrar. There were com-
plaints coming in from all quarters, especially
lately, in view of the annual revision court
which was approaching, and of the general elec-
tion which was looming in the distance. The
organisers were busy everywhere, and they inter-
fered with the officers in arranging the roll, and
he thought that should not be allowed. With
regard to the North Rockhampton case, the
Home Secretary said that the electoral registrar
had kept the bi-monthly roll for eleven days in
Rockhampton, When he (Mr. Hamilton) asked
if he was kept in his position the Home Secre-
tary replied ‘“Yes,” and when he said he should
not be the hon. gentleman seemed shocked. The
electoral registrar was paid for doing his duty,
and he was not doing his duty if he kept the
rolls eleven days before sending them to Bris-
bane.

The HOME SECRETARY : Suppose the man was
over-worked.

Mr. W. HAMILTON : He knew there was
an election looming in a few days, and that the
men who had been put on the roll were entitled
to vote. He had plenty of time to send the roll
to Brisbane, and it would not take long to print
the names in the Government Printing Office.

The HouE SECRETARY : There was no time lost
in the printing office.

Mr. W. HAMILTON : The roll should have
been there in time for the people to vote. If
the man was overworked he should have got
assistance. If he had done his duty the chances
were that there would have been no litigation
over this election, and the parties and the
country would have been saved considerable
expense. He did not know who the officer was,
but if it was a fact that he had kept the roll
elsven days in Rockhampton before sending it
to Brisbane, he would not keep him twenty-four
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hours in the service. He would show civil ser-
vants that when they were paid to do a certain
thing it was their place to do it, and that they were
not going to run the conntry. In seemed to him
from the way some Ministers spoke that some civil
servants were able to do what they liked.
Ministers were prepared to defend them in
actions like this, but he considered it was scan-
dalous. As to throwing discredit on the hon.
member for Gympie, he reckoned that hon,
member came out of it much better than those
who had tried to make charges againsthim. His
character was as high and he was as highly
respected as members on the other side.

Mr. BURROWS (Charters Towers) contended
that there was no reason whatever for the delay
that had taken place in connection with the
Gympie rolls. Inregardto the statement that the
rolls had been consolidated, such was not the case.
The supplementary lists were consolidated, but
they only occupied a few insignificant pages,
and their consolidation was a very simple matter.
No satisfactory reason had been advanced for
the delay. In Charters Towers 1,100 odd names
had besn marked as ‘‘dead,” *left,” or *dis-
qualified.” He Dbelieved the local electoral
registrar was as honest and decent a man as one
could meet, and he thought that officer’s leg had
been pulled by other people, and he had been
forced to take this action. There was a branch
of the political association at Charters Towers,
and no doubt they had been busily at work.
There was one individual twenty-four years of
age who was born at Charters Towers, and
had never resided elsewhere, and he had been
notified that his name would be struck off. The
person who submitted that name, if he could be
found, deserved to be summarily treated.

The HoME SECRETARY : What is the name?

Mr. BURROWS: Joseph Healy.

The HoMmE SECRETARY: Not an uncommon
name. It may be a case of identity.

Mr. BURROWS : There were two of the
same family—two brothers. He never knew of
any other J. Healy at Charters Towers except the
father. This Healy was a prominent footballer
on the Towers, and was known to everyone
there ; and the person who submitted that name
must have known that it was being done with
the intention of robbing the man of a right
which he possessed—if he knew anything. Then
there was another person occupying a similar
position—well known as a handicapper of pedes-
trian events. He went to Charters Towers over
twenty-seven years ago, and had not resided out
of the town since, except when making a short
visit to Sydney or Melbourne.

The PrREMIER : There was a well-known man
shot in Charters Towers the other day.

Mr. BURROWS: There were some other
men who ought to be shot apparently if they
could be got hold of. He was afraid the Prin-
cipal EKlectoral Registrar would have a very
poor chance if some people could get hold of
him. He was trying to find that gentleman’s
office the other day, and he was informed that
it was somewhere near the Town Hall. The
difficulty of finding the Principal Electoral
Registrar, and the place in which his office was
situated, might lead a man to suppose he was
conscious of some evil deeds, and for that reason
had hidden away in some dark recess, He
was apparently afraid of a disfranchised elector
interviewing him with a bludgeon. He (Mr.
Burrows) had to go back to the Treasury, and
was there instructed where to find the Principal
Electoral Registrar’s office. Having found it
he was interviewed by several clerks, who looked
at him suspiciously to see if he had a revolver or
other bloodthirsty weapon in his possession.
They questioned him to find out whether it was
his name that was struck off the roll, or whether
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he was acting for somebody else, and having
informed them that he was acting on behalf of
somebody else, the next time he went to the office
he had no difficulty in being allowed to see the
Principal Electoral Registrar., The reason he
went to interview the Principal Electoral Regis-
trar was this : In Charters Towers at the last
by-election certain men complained to him that
their names were on the roll but that they were
not allowed to record their votes, and he
wanted to discover the reason for thut action,
because the returning officer had explained that
he had been instructed by the Principal Elec-
toral Registrar not to allow these persons to vote.
The only reason that he could give was that they
were not qualified, although the men themselves
were prepared to sign any declaration that might
be submitted to them., He was pleased to say
the Principal Electoral Registrar had made a
satisfactory explanation why the wen were not
allowed to vote. Oneman, a Mr. Dunne, who was
a permanent resident, had gone to Ravenswood in
the Kennedy electorate, and on the 25th Sep-
tember, 1900, he applied to be placed on the
Kennedy roll, at the same time stating in his
electoral form that he was on the Charters
Towers roll. He only stayed in the Kennedy
electorate a few months, and then came back to
Charters Towers, and finding his name on the
roll he thought there was no necessity to take
any further action. He remained in Charters
Towers up to the day of the election, and then
was disqualified.

The Hour SECRETARY: He must have been
unable to answer the questions.

Mr. BURROWS : No, the man was prepared
to sign any declaration, and answer any question
put to him.

The HoME SECRETARY : But he answered in
such a way that under the law he could not be
allowed to vote.

Mr. BURROWS: Nothing of the kind. The
man’s name appeared ontwo rolls with a residence
qualification,

The HomE SECRETARY : Was his name on the
roll on the day of election?

Mr. BURROWS: Yes.

The HomE SECRETARY : He should have been
questioned as to whether he had resided the
required period, and if he answered satisfactorily,
he should have been allowed to vote.

Mr. BURROWS thought if the Home Secre-
tary interviewed the Principal Electoral Regis-
trar he would find he was in error.

The HoME SECRETARY : Thatis the law; I am
satisfied.

Mr. BURROWS: It was on the order of the
Principal Electoral Registrar that the men were
not allowed to vote, and if what the Home
Secretary said was correct, then the Principal
Electoral Registrar was wrong. The man Dunne
was, a8 he had pointed out, on two rolls with a
residential qualification ; but he had come back
to Charters Towers, and wished to exercise his
vote.

hThe‘)HOME SECRETARY : How long had hebeen
there?

Mr. BURROWS: About seven or sight
months. He was very much surprised when he
was refused a vote.
vided for names being struck off the roll straight
away if the qualification ceased to exist. In that
case, if the name had been struck off straight
away the man would not have been disqualified
because he would have taken steps in time to
have it restored, but as matters stood he was not
struck off until the last moment. Yet, the Home
Secretary told them that the action was illegal,
and that the man should have had a vote. If that
was s0, the Principal Electoral Registrar exceeded
his duty, and had been responsible for several
men who were entitled to vote being disfranchised.
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There is one other little matter he would like to
refer to. It seemed to him that,

[9 p.m.] considering the difficulties that

surrounded men getting on the roll
and the difficulty of remaining there, it was a
great wonder that the members of the Labour
party were elected at all. Hvery opportunity
had been taken to disfranchise men that were
favourable to them. He thought that admission
was contained in the letter or circular which had
been read by the leader of the Opposition, Mr.
Browne. Another thing he would like to refer
to was that when an election tovk place in
Charters Towers, up to the last election it had
been customary for the presiding officer to supply
refreshments to the officers taking part or assist-
ing in the election—that was the scrutineers for
both parties.

The Home SgcrETARY: Elsewhere the candi-
dates do it.

Mr. BURROWS : They had never done it on
Charters Towers, and he thought if they did
they would lay themselves open to a charge of
corruption, because a man was not even allowed to
buy a drink for his supporters, During all the
years past this had been done by the returning
officer, and the Government had paid for those
refreshments. He had been there since 1893,
and the returning officer had complained to him
on one or two occasions that the Government
were 50 mean and niggardly that they would not
pay his account. The subsequent election proved
that he was correct, and the Government were
so mean and niggardly that they objected to pay
his account.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: The Go-
vernment did not pay it.

Mr. BURROWS : The Government did pay
it until the last election. He supposed they got
sick of paying for the return of Labour members ;.
but if members supporting the Government had
continued to be returned, he had no doubt the
Government would have continued to pay for the
refreshments. He thought it was the duty of
the Government to provide facilities for a man
to record his vote when he got on the roll, and
that had not been done sufficiently at Charters
Towers, At Charters Towers there was one
village or town which bhad a population of
between 500 or 600 men. In olden days,
when the seat was secure to the Government,
there was always a polling-booth there, and
the expenses were reduced to a minimum, and
every opportunity was given for an elector
to record his vote. Now the attitude of the
Government had changed, and the constituency
had returned Labour men for so many years that
the Government had altered the facilities pro-
vided for these penple to record their votes. In
Millchester, which is 8 miles from Charters
Towers, and the surrounding districts there wers
a great number of men who did not knock off
work until 4 o’clock on Saturdays, and owing to
there being no polling-beoth at hand they were
prevented from recording their votes. A large
number of people had practically been dis-
franchised during the last two elections owing to
the absence of proper polling facilities. There
was another matter that he wished to refer to,
and that was that the elections were not always
too clean, and in some cases the voting-papers of
electors was tampered with with the object of
giving a majority to the wrong candidate, He was
given to understand that they had altered ballot-
papers that were formal, and made them in-
formal, and this had been done to increase the
majority of the other man, He thought if he
could bring evidence in the form of affidavits to
show that that had taken place, it would be a
matter for very rigid inquiry. He had with him
no less than three affidavits from gentlemen who
were intimately connected with an election which
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took place here some three years ago—in 1899.
This was at an election in which the unsuccessful
candidate declared that he had been defeated by
foul means, and the ballot-papers had been tam-
pered with after they were first ccunted, so as to
give the successful candidate a majority which he
otherwise would not have got. This is the
affidavit—

I, John Alexander McLean, make oath and say as
follows

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Mr. BURROWS : What is the point of order.

The CHAIRMAN : The point of order is
that this matter is now down for consideration
by the House. There isa motion, given notice
of by yourself, and it is irregular to anticipate
the debate on it.

Mr. BURROWS maintained that the matter
he was dealing with had never been before the
select committee. Tt was entirely new, and he
thought that he might be permitted to go on. It
was not contained in the substance of his motion,
because those affidavits were not produced before
the select committze,

The CHAIRMAN : T would point out to the
hon, member that the motion refers to ““fresh
facts and disclosures,” which will be dealt with.

Mr. BURROWS would like to point out that
his motion said ¢ fresh facts and disclosures con-
tained in the report of the select committee.”
The report of the select committee had nothing
whatever to do with the matter with which he
now wished to deal. It was a matter which had
not been submitted to the committee, but was
entirely new ground.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: It is the
same subject, is it not ?

Mr. BURROWS: No. He contended he was
perfectly in order, and, with the Chairman’s
permission, he would proceed.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! T am of opinion
that the whole question referring to the Cam-
booya election and the disappearance of certain
papersand documents is to be discussed under this
motion, and therefore the hon. member cannot
anticipate the discussion by entering into it in
committee.

Mr. BURROWS was not going to enter into
that question at all. He was not going to speak
about the disappearance of any documents at all.
The documents that he was referring to did not
disappear. He was not speaking of the electoral
claims, They were now discussing the vote for
the Principal Electoral Registrar, and under that
vote he understood they could traverse election
matters generally. The affidavits he wished to
read had reference to certain disclosures which
had recently been made, but had never been
before the select committee. They dealt with
the alteration of ballot-papers only. He simply
wished to read the affidavits of men who were
acting as scrutineers at the election to show that
the election had not been conducted as it ought
to have been conducted, and to show that suffi-
cient care was not taken to prevent the viola-
tion of the secrecy of the ballot.

I remember the 18th day of March—-—

My, ANNEAR : You have ruled, Mr. Grimes—

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I have already
ruled that anything with reference to the Cam-
booya election cannot be discussed—that it is
anticipating this motion which is upon the busi-
ness-paper, and which has been placed there by
the hon. member himself.

Mr. BURROWS : Well, he submitted under

rotest. He thought that the Chairman had
Eeen very harsh with him.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!
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Mr. BURROWS : He had attempted to do
what he believed to be his duty, and the Chajr-

man had ruled him out of order for some reason
that was unintelligible to him.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! If the hon.
member objects to my ruling, he must move a
motion to that effect, but he cannot question it
otherwise.

Mr. BURROWS : Very well ; he would have
to submit, he supposed. e had not made any
charge against any electoral registrar. He did
not believe they were responsibie for the striking
off of names, or for attempting to deprive men of
their electoral rights; but it appeared to him
that the political organisations which were scat-
tered all over the country had been very active
in the matter, and that they exercised a very
great influence over hon, members opposite—or,
he should say, over those who were supposed to
be entirely removed from political influence. He
should expect the Home Secretary to give him a
little light upon the statement he had made
with respect o the Principal Electoral Registrar
having exceeded his duty in preventing a certain
man from voting at Charters Towers.

The HOME SECRETARY : The facts were
not exactly as the hon. member had stated. The
fact of the matter was that the man’s name had
already been removed from the roll under
section 308 of the Klections Act, which was to
this effect—

If it appears from the claim—

Now, the hon. member should remember that
that would be the claim in regard to the Kennedy
electorate—

that the =slaimant is registered in respect of the
qualification of residence for some other electoral
district, the electoral registrar shall, when the claim
has been deajt with by the court, forthwith send
notice of the fact to the returning officer or officers of
the district or districts for which the claimant is so
registered—

That was Charters Towers—

and, also to the Principal Electoral Registrar. And
the returning officer or officers shall forthwith
erase the pame of the claimant from the roll or rolls
of such distriet or districts, aud shall send him notiee
that his name has been so erased.

That had been done ; and, therefore, his name
was not on the Charters Towers roll.
Mr. Burrows : His name was on, excuse Ime,

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber did not understand it, apparently. Although
his name was there in print, perhaps, on some
unauthorised roll, on the returning officer’s own
roll

Mr. BurrOowsS : It was on thereturning officer’s
own roll, marked in red ink.

The HOME SECRETARY : Exactly—
marked in red ink, It had been erased from
the roll under section 30g. The thing was as
simple as A B €. With regard to the question
of expenses, he was sorry to say that Charters
Towers had rather an unenviable notoriety. He
thought that it was at the last general election
that vouchers for a very considerable sum were
sent in. He was speaking entirely from memery,
but he knew that, compared with other places,
the amount charged by the returning officer was
very excessive. It was Dbrought under his
notice, and he asked for particulars. Amongst
other things that appeared in the voucher
was a lunch for forty people at 7s. 6d. a
head. He did not know whether hon. mem-
bers opposite thought that was a fair thing,
but he did not. He then caused notice to be
sent that, although the vouchers would be paid,
as the money had already been spent, he gave a
solemn warning to the persons concerned that
nothing of the sort would be countenanced in
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future, and that for any expenditure of that
excessive character they would have to be
responsible themselves.

Mr. ANNEAR : The same as other people.

The HOME SECRETARY : Yes, the same
as other people; and it was possible that the
vouchers were not fully paid this last time
because of that warning.

Mr. Burrows: I think the vouchers were all
paid this time,

The HOME SECRETARY : Then they would
not be next time, that was all.

Mr. Brtrrows : But this time the scrutineers
of the candidates had to pay their own expenses.

The HoME SECRETARY : That was all right.

Mr. BURROWS : The man they were speak-
ing of, whose name had been removed from the
roll, got on the Kennedy roll on 25th September,
1900. Now he remained on the Charters Towers
roll after that. A notice might have been sent
to his address at Charters Towers for all he
kunew while he was away, but after he came back
he never got a notice, and his name continued to
appear on the Charters Towers roll.

The Howmr SrcrRETaRY : He would not get
notice ; it is a consequence of his own act.

Mr. BURROWS: If that bad been done
immediately, or very soon after the man had left
the district, he would not have been disqualified
from voting when the election took place; but
his pame was allowed to remain on the roll until
he claimed his vote. If it had been struck
off on the 25th September, as it should have
been, then, when he came to Charters Towers
and noticed that his name was not on the
voll, he could have had it put on again. The
very last roll they got from the courthouse
contained his name, and they were very much sar-
prised that the roll of the returning officer had
certain names marked out in red ink. The thing
he complained of was that if the man’s name had
been struck off immediately he was on the Ken-
nedy roll, he would have been able to make a
fresh affidavit and have a vote, whereas, owiung to
some person not having done his duty, the man
was debarred of his legal right.

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem-
ber was perfectly right in saying that the name
ought to have been removed from the roll im-
mediately. But the Principal Flectoral Regis-
trar, who very carefully scrutinised all the rolls
of the colony, discovered thata number of local
electoral registrars had fallen into the habit of
not marking off the roll men who had gone on to
another roll under section 30E. That was no
isolated instance ; it was found generally through-
out the colony. The Principal Hlectoral Regis-
trar then directed the registrars to strike those
names off then which ought to have been struck
off Jong before.

Mr. DUNSFORD (Charters Towers): When
the short amending Act was introduced in 1898,
which brought into existence the new electoral
department, they were given to understand that
those grievances and charges which were brought
before the Committee on the Estimates year after
year would no longer exist. WNot only did those
grievances still exist, but the evil had been
intensified.

The HoME SECRETARY : I deny that.

Mr. DUNSFORD : Charges such as they had
spent the last four or five hours over had been
more numerous than ever,

The HoME SECRETARY : Every one of them has
been proved to be imaginary.

Mr. DUNSFORD : The Home Secretary had
said that it was not specially the duty of the
Principal Electoral Registrar to see that the
rolls were in a proper state.

The Home SECRETARY: It is as far as he can
by checking one roll with another,
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Mr. DUNSFORD was glad the hon. gentle-
man admitted that, because he had not at present
seen where the responsibility rested for those
grievances

The HoME SECRETARY : What grievances?

Mr. DUNSFORD: The wholesale removal
every year of citizens who were entitled to vote.
That was a very important matter. They were
no more justified in stealing a man’s vote than in
stealing his purse. Yet they had wholesale
robbery of the rights of citizenship, evidently
connived at by some officials of the Government.

The.Houe SecreETARY ¢ That 1s not correct.

Mr. DUNSFORD : He did not know, he had
no proof ; but there was the fuct that in spite of
the new department the grievances so often
complained of were intensified. The late Sir
James Dickson, when introducing that Bill, said
he did so with the sole desire that the clectoral
roll should be maintained in an efficient manner,
and that the duty of purging and keeping the
rolls in a thoroughly etficient condition was of
such vital importance that there should be a
special officer to perform that duty. That was
done. A special officer was appointed for that
special purpose, and that purpose had failed.

The HoME SECRETARY : I deny that.

Mr. DUNSFORD: They had proof of it in
the proceedings to-night.

The HowEe SecreTARY : There is nothing in
the grievances that have been mentioned to-night.
They have all been answered.

Mr. DUNSFORD : Statements hgd been

, made, but it was very hard to pro-
[9°30 p.m.] duce proofs of them here,

The HoME SECRETARY : This is not a revision
court.

Mr. Browxg: The fact that there are 10,000
names marked dead, left, or disqualified, proves
that rolls have not been kept in an efficient
state.

The HouE SECRETARY: It is evidence that
there has been a good deal of shifting about by
electors.

Mr. DUNSFORD : The fact that there are
10,000 names on the existing rolls, sonie of which
ought not to be there, was proof that the depart-
ment had failed in attaining the object for which
it was started.

The HoumE SECRETARY : No; it proves its use-
fulness.

Mr. DUNSFORD: The late Premier, Mr.
Dickson, further on said that the amending Bill
was initiated to form an electoral department so
that the rolls would be under the supervision of
an officer who would be responsible to the
Parliament of the day. That was what he (Mr.
Dunsford) wanted. The Minister had asserted
that the Principal Electoral Registrar was not
responsible to Parliament.

The HoMmE SEcRETARY : Noj; I said he was
not responsible for the acceptances of claims and
the giving of notices. He can only check them
when information comes to him in returns.

Mr. DUNSKFORD : Was the Principal Elec-
toral Registrar responsible to Parliament ?

The Home SECRETARY : Certainly he is.

Mr. DUNSFORD : Yet, if these grievances
were as numerous as they were made out to be,
it was clear that the electoral registrar should
give some reasons why these evils continued to
exist. It appeared to him a very simple matter,
when citizens had their full addresses given on
the roll, to find out—with the whole police at
their command—whether these citizens were still
remaining in the electoral district for which they
were on the roll. But when they found that pro-
minent citizens in the district—living in the same
homes and following the same occupations that
they had followed for years, and who were entitled
to remain on the rolls—had their names struck




Supply.

off the rolls, it was marvellous. If there had
only been u few cases instanced, it showed, to
say the least of it, that there had been some
carelessness.  Were they to have all these griev-
ances trotted out every year? They knew that
there were grounds for these grievances, or they
would not be brought up. They had not heard
such a lot of grievances in other departments,
although they occasionally heard some ; but here
they had such a lot of them, When they were
voting £1,125 to this department, they should
see some good results or they should not con-
tinue the department. Up to the present he
could not see how the public had benefited under
the present electoral law. HKven the electoral
regis'rars complained about getting orders from
all quarters.
The Hoxr SECRETARY : No ; that is not so.

Mr. DUNSFORD : He would not dwell any
further on the matter, as it had been pretty well
threshed out. He would merely say that there
had been three sets of causes of complaint. The
oppnsite side had complained that unions to
which his party were attached had used their
best endeavours to get men on the roll. That
was the charge made against his side, and he
pleaded guilty to it, because they were perfectly
justified in using every reasonable means to assist
citizens in obtaining their just dues-—their certi-
ficates of citizenship. Other charges had been
made that certain associations had been trying
to knock men off the roll. If associations were
formed for a good object, and they attained that
object, that would be very good. But thev saw
that some of these associations had paid otficials,
who sent certain lists to electoral registrars, and
in many cases these registrars acted on them
without full inquiry. Many of these thousands
of men who were marked “dead,” ““left,” or
“disqualified,” were still entitled to have their
names on the rolls. A very small percentage of
them should be removed from the rolls. It was
a very wrong thing that any association should
be allowed to dictate to the Principal Electoral
Registrar, who was responsible for those unde
him. He thought a very good case had been made
out against the electoral department and the
Minister,

Mr. McDONNELL (Fortitude Valley) thought
the Committee would pretty well agree that
when a man had no qualification his name
should not be on the roll, and that when a man
had a qualification for a number of years and
had not moved out of his house for twenty or
thirty years he had good reason for complaining
when he saw his name in the daily or weekly
Press as being marked as having left his resi-
dence or otherwise become disqualified. The fact
of the matter was that in the Valley electorate
there had been 600 names knocked off the roll.

The HoME SECRETARY : Not knocked off.

Mr. McDONNELL : Practically knocked off.

The HomE SrorkTARY : They have received
notice.

Mr. McDONNELL: Their names had been
published, and if they did not reply to show
their qnalifications, their names would be
removed from the roll; but why should men be
put to all this trouble, and treated with such
unfairness, if there was no reason for their names
being removed from the roll?

The HomE SECRETARY : Can you say how
many of these men are entitled to be on the roll?

Mre. McDONNELL : The Home Secretary
could find out, if he inguired at the Principal
Registrar’s otfice, that in the Valley electorate a
number of persons had been marked as dead,
left, or disqualified, who had lived there for a
number of years, and still lived there.

The HoMg SECRETARY : How many ?

"1 OcroBER.]

Supply. 1021

Mr. McDONNELL : A good many, A good
many of these men do not hold the same politics
as he did.

The Hom® SECRETARY : A large proportion of
them, I should think,

Mr. McDONNELL: A great proportion—
75 percent., he beliseved—of the names appearing:
on shat list were the names of men who generally
voted on the Labour side in politics. He bheld
in his hand the names of a pumber of men who
had been marked as ““‘left” or ““ disqualified,”
and who hard never left their premises in the
electorate, He knew one man—his cnlleague
also kuew his name—who had lived in Harcourt
street for thirty years, and had never left the
place during the whole of that time, and yet he
was marked as having *‘ left.”

Mr. McMasTek: 1 know one who has been
thirty years in the Valley and is marked as
““dead.”

Mr. McDONNELL: That was worse. The
electoral registrar had received notice from the
man to whom he referred. He did not wish to
attribute any partiality to the electoral registrar.
He believed that those officers were desirous of
doing their work in a fair and impartial manner,
but he took exception to their being supplied with
information that was not verified. He knew
that the Act did not compel electoral registrars.
to have such information verified, and in that
respect it was very faulty. There was in the
Valley a National Liberal Association,an associa-
tion similar to the ¢ Political Ass,” and it was a
well-known fact that an officer of that association
was very busy going round the Valley finding
out the opininns of asmany electors as he could.
This man had been supplying lists to theelectoral
registrar, and he did not blame him in one sense,
because he had to show his association that he
was doing semething for his money, and he had
shown that by the large list which had been
published in the newspapers.

Mr. McMasTER: He is not responsible for
that.

Mr. McDONNELL: He was very largely
responsible for it.

Mr. McMasTER : You know different to that.

Mr. MeDONNELL : He did not know differ-
ent. The Labour organisationin the Valley had
undoubredly put a good many names on the roll
during the last twelve months—he had attested a
zood many claims himself—but they did that
irrespective of the political opinions of the appli-
cants. They had never refused to put any man’s
name on the rollif he wasentitled tothe franchise.
He did not believe that 1 per cent. of the
names they had put on the roll had been rejected
at the revision courts. The unfortunate thing
was that an association like the National Liberal
Association was wilfully removing names from
the roll by furnishing the electoral registrars
with false and misleading information. The
electoral registrars were not responsible, except’
to the extent that they accepted information
from such organisations believing 1t to be reliable.
If this discussion had no other effect than to
show electoral registrars that they could not
rely on the information supplied to them it
would have done some good. Should the Klec-
toral Reform Bill, which was on the paper,
be passed this session, provision would have
to be made to alter the present unsatisfacrory
state of affairs in this connection. 1he Govern
ment and the Home Secretary must recognise
that at the present time the Act is most un-
fair, and the machinery is not what it should
be to deal with electoral rolls in a fair and
impartial manner. Electoral registrars were
imposed upon by unscrupulous persons, who
desired to see the names of certain people
removed from the rolls, Tt had heen said that
members on that side filled up claims, and hedid -
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not deny it. If aman had a qualifieation, every
effort should be made to assist him in getting his
name on the roll, no matter how he might vote
at an election ; but so far as knocking names off
the roll, he did not know of any information
being supplied by the Labour organisation in
Fortitude Valley to the electoral registrar with
a view of getting names struck off the roll,
except in a few cases where men had a property
qualification and had become insolvent, and in a
few cases where it was a well-known fact the
men had left the district for a nuwber of years.
If the Home Secretary would make inquiries into
the matter, he would find that the Labour organ-
isations, not only in Brisbane, but right through-
out Queensland, stood in exactly the same position
in that respect as the organisation in Fortitude
Valley. They had upened a room in Fovtitude
Valley every Friday and Saturday night, and
any man who wished could go there and see the
list that had been published showing the names
of those electors who were marked as left or
disqualified, and, if he was legally entitled
to be enrolled, steps would be taken to have
his name retained. He (Mr. McDonnell) had
attended there on two Friday and three Satur-
day nights, when a number of men had called in
a great rage, because—though they had lived
in the same place for a number of years—some
busybodies employed by the “ Poiitical Ass”
had put them to the inconvenience of having
again to prove their qualification. A number
of these men did not take the newspaper and scan
every name in the list, and unless some neigh-
bours who were more of politicians, and who
read the newspapers more closely, pointed out
that their names were included in the list, they
would be knocked off the roll when the time for
revision arrived. He thought, in view of what
had occurred in the past, that the electoral regis-
trars should be more careful in the matter of
aceepting information.

Mr. ANNEAR : No doubt the hon, member
would like the Committee to think that members
on his side were the quintessence of innocence
as regarded political affairs. The politieal
association of which he (Mr. Annear) was proud
to be a member was evidently waking up hon,
members opposite, and he did not think the
time had been wasted in discussing this im-
portant matter. Hon. members opposite took
exception to the great number of names that had
been advertised, thus giving people an oppor-
funity—if they were qualified—of having their
names retained on the roll.

Mr. McDoxNELL: Do you justify men being
knncked off the roll when they are qualified ?

Mr. ANNEAR : He would come to that by
and by, He knew something about that little
room in the Valley where they met on Friday
and Saturday evenings. He had been informed
that when the Hon. J. Ferguson was a candidate
for the Senate of the Commonwealth, his agent
in Rockhampton sent a circular to every elector
in the colony,

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : No.

Mr. ANNEAR : Perhaps the hon. member
might be one of the 12,000 who could not be
found—because he was informed that 12,000
eirculars were returned through the dead-letter
office ; and that was a greater proportion than
the names that had been advertised in the
papers. The hon. member for Cairns made a
statement with which he entirely agreed, when
he said it was their duty to see that every man
who was qualified should have his name put on
the roll. It seemed that he had raised a hornet’s
nest about his head by referring to what had
taken place at Gladstone. But he objected to
roll-stuffing—he objected to men who were not
qualified having their names placed on the roll.
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He would now reply to the hon. member for
Fortitude Valley, Mr. McDonnell. He lived
in Fortitude Valley ; and there was a gentleman
who lived in his house and 2 man who worked for
him. They both applied to have their names put
on the Valley roll, and I believe they went to
a little room, of which the senior member for the
Valley spoke—of course they went to the wrong
shop to have their names put on. But they got
their claims filled up, and then it was shown that
they resided at his house. At the same time
four others went to have their claims filled in.
Of course his two friends thought they were
qualified to vote for the constitutional candidate
at the last election, and they saw two out of the
four who had their claims filled in the same night
go in and record their votes, but they were told
that their names were not on the roll, and there-
fore they could not vote. That showed the
necessity theve wasforthisorganisation, which was
doing such good work—that enabled men who
believed in the Constitutionand good government
to have their names put on the roll. "When the
persons representing the party opposite in
that little room knew that his two friends
could not have their names put on the roll
in time to record their votes at the election,
those two claims were sent to the electoral
registrar. His two friends came to him after
the election and said they were surprised at not
being able to record their votes, and asked what
they should do. He advised them to send in two
fresh claims. They did so, and they were both
informed, in reply, that their claims had already
been received. He thought that was a bit of
sharp practice.

Mr. McMaster: That is only one out of

many.

Mr. ANNEAR : Of course, they had heard a
great deal about the newspapers ; and members
on the Government side had been called hire-
lings of the Brisbane Courier and other organs.
He had the pleasure of being supported by the
Courier during the federal campaign, and he
considered it a great compliment to be supported
by such an able paper—a paper that represented
the true interests of the country. The hon.

member for Gympie made what he

[10 p.m.] thought a very plausible speech.

He said he went to Gladstone
because no other magistrates were to be found to
attest the claims of the men working on the rail-
way. Why, justices of the peace were as thick
as peas in Gladstone. The two contractors were
justices, and there were also one or two living
along the route of the railway. But, no! The
trip of the hon. member was organised, because
the hon. member for Port Curtis dared to assert
his independence as a man and vote in accord-
ance with his conscience.

Mr. TurLEY : Bunkum !

Mr. ANNEAR : It was no use telling him it
was bunkum. The campaign had commenced,
and even his worthy friend the member for
Wide Bay was to be ousted. He had always
made it a rule never to go into any man’s electo-
rate to interfere with, abuse, or traduce him.
Anything he had to say to a man he said it to
his face.

Mr., KErRr: Shake them up!

Mr. ANNEAR: No doubt hon. members
opposite were being shaken up to some tune.
The Liberal Association, which upheld the Con-
stitution, was doing good work throughout
Queensland, and would continue to do good
work which would counteract such work as that
wgmich his friends in Fortitude Valley complained
about.

Mr. McDONNELL: The hon. member for
Maryborough had made a statement which he
would like to characterise outside in pretty plain
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language. He did not care who the hon. mem-
ber’s two friends were, they had told him a de-
liberate and witful lie. He challenged the hon.
member to prove a single case in which a man
had had his claim filled up by the organisation
in Fortitude Valley, and that claim had been
withheld.

Mr. ANNEAR : Will you give £10 to the hospi-
tal if T prove it?

Mr. McDONNELL; He had no hesitation in
saying that in no case in which a claim had been
filled up had the political opinions of the person
filling it up been inquired into.

The HoME SECRETARY : How was it they did
not get on the roll ?

Mr. McDONNELL : The statement of the
hon. member was that two persons whose claims
were filled up by the Valley Workers’ Organisa-
tion had had those claims held back, while the
names of others who filled in claims ab the same
time had appeared on the roll. He had no
hesitation in saying that that was a deliberate
lie, and he challenged the hon. member to prove
it in any way he chose. He had not £10 to give
to the Brisbane Hospital, particularly at the
present time, but he was prepared to hand half
that amount over and give it as much publicity
as possible, if the statement that the hon. gentle-
man had made proved to be a true staterent.

Mr. ANNEAR: All right ; I will accept that.

Mr. McDONNELL: He had watched this
thing so long in Fortitude Valley that he be-
lieved the men who were working in connection
with filling in claims there were incapable of
doing so mean or contemptible an action. He
felt satisfied of that, and, knowing as he did the
men who had been doing that work, he could
say that not in one single instance had a man’s
political views been questioned. He and his
late colleague, Mr. Higgs, had sent in a lot of
zlaims, and he was proud of it. They had been
able to place a lot of men on the roll,
and the fact that not 1 per cent. had been
rejected at the revision court was sufficient
evidence that those whose :claims were filled
in were entitled to vote. He thought, if
inquiries were made, and if the electoral roll
could be analysed, it would be found that a very
large percentage of the claims filled in by the
Walley Workers’ Organisation were the claims
of persons who held exactly opposite opinions
%0 those held by themselves. He would say
again that the statement made to the hon,
member for Maryborough by his two friends,
and he affirmed it standing on the floor of that
House, was a deliberate and wilful lie.

Mr. ANNEAR: You may tell those two gentle-
men that.

Mr. McMASTER (Fortitude Valley): It ap-
peared to him that hon. members on the other
side had been struck very hard, and seemed to
feel very sore. He regretted that the leader of
she Opposition was not in his place, because he
had opened the ball and fired the first shot.
That hon. gentlemau had comwenced by giving
a very good advertisement to the Liberal Asso-
ciation that had recently been formed in Bris-
bane; he had read its rules, and he (Mr.
McMaster) thought he did it a kindness. He was
ot quite sure that the leader of the Opposition
intended the kindness, but he had given that
association a good advertisement, which would
all appear in Hansard. It appeared to him
that hon. members opposite were very sorry and
angry at the idea of an association being formed
in order to combat their tactics. It was well
known that they had an association or organi-
sation for the purpose of stuffing the rolls for
years past, and in se!f-defence the people were
now beginning to see that it was necessary that
they should organise on the other side. The

[1 OcrosEr.]

Supply. 1023

hon. member, the leader of the Opposition,
stated that these rules had not been in force
during the Valley election.

Mr. Givens: You defied the rules of your
organisation.

Mr. McMASTER : He did not belong to it.
(Laughter.) The hon. mewmber said that if these
rules had been in existence at the time of the
Valley election, he (Mr. McMaster) would have
been looked upan as a blackleg. He might inform
the hon. member that that association had
nothing whatever to do with the Fortitude
Valley electorate ; they had not interfered with
it in any shape or form. They had an association
of their own in the Valley. The other association
had a rule which provided that there should
be a branch of its organisation in all the elec-
torates except Fortitude Valley. However, they
had already commenced an association to combat
the organisation on the otherside. His colleague
said that that organisation only sought to put on
the roll parties who were eligible to be placed on
the roll.  He (Mr. McMaster) had to refuse to
attest a claim of a young man who was endea~
vouring to be put on the roll of another elec-
torate, because he could see that the young man
was not of age and ought not to be on the roll.
The brother of the young man was with him,
and when he (Mr. McMaster) said that he was
too young to be on the roll, he said he had as
much right to be on this other roll as he
had to be on the roll of the Fortitude
Valley. He (Mr. McMaster) said he was
not on the roll, but on turning it up he found
that he was. He then said, “You are not
twenty years of age,” and the young man replied
‘““No., I shall be nineteen on my next birth-
day.” He (Mr. McMaster) asked how his name
got to be on the roll, and he got the reply that it
was done at a meeting on a lorry at the corner of
Ivory street. But he would not attest the ¢laim,
and this was only one of many cases of persons
who were on the roll, and who ought not to be
there.

Mr. McDonNELL : How long ago is that?

Mr. McMASTER : Two or three years ago.
Mr. KRR : Oh, that is ancient history.

Mr. McMASTER : If it was ancient history
it was history which was being repeated every
day. They had only to go down Wickham
street or Brunswick street on a Friday or Satur-
day evening and they would hear young men
who were getting close to twenty years of age
being asked if their names were on the rolls,
and if they said ‘“No, ” they were told that if
they would go into the office it would be put
on for them. That system had been going
on for years, and it was time that members
of the Constitutional party woke up and tried
to protect their own interests. The other side
had had such a long lease of packing the
rolls, that they felt annoyed when a move was
made to purify the rolls, and get the names
taken off that ought not to be there. He agreed
with his colleague that a good many names were
advertised as dead, disqualified, or left, which
onght not to be. His colleague, and some other
hon. members, said they did not lay any com-
plaints or give any information to the registrar or
his officers. Burn he knew that they did. He
kuew that they took information in. His col-
league knew that there was one man particularly
who went round the Valley doing nothing but
cadging for names ; and if a man left, orif he was
marked as being a Government supporter, or even
if he moved simply across to the other side of
the street, he was marked as having left the elec-
torate. He did not blame the registrar if he did
not make a full inquiry. So far as the registrar
knew the man might have left. Ie thought the
Home Secretary should allow the registrar more
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help, so that he could make proper inguiries
before he struck off any name from the roll. He
was afraid the hon, gentleman was rather starv-
ing the department, in not giving it facilities for
making inquiries. He decidedly objected tothe list
of names being advertised left, disqualified, or
dead, before the notices were sent out to ascertain
whether they had left, become disqualified, or
bad died. As it was, the list was advertised
first, and the notice went out afterwards. To
his mind that was wrong, and he did not think
it was the intention of the law. He thought the
intention of the law was that the notices should
be sent out first to ascertain whether the infor-
mation that the officer had received was correct
or otherwise, and if he found it was not, or if he
could not find out he could advertise the names,

Mr. J. Hamrrron: I think that is not done.

Mr. McMASTER : It was not doune in the
Valley. The list was published ten or twelve
days before the notices were sent out. He
thought this was due to the fact that the regis-
trar had not sufficient assistance to carry out the
duties of his office. In populous districts where
the electoral roll was very large such as in the
Valley-——where there were nearly 4,000 names—
North Brisbane, and Charters Towers, a man
ought to be constantly employed in collecting
information for the registrar as to the correct-
ness or otherwise of the reports he had in his
office. With regard to what had been said by
the hon. member for Maryborough, he could only
say that an old man came to him on the day of
the election in the Valley; he seemed to be
rather angry and he wanted to know how it was
that his name was not on the roll. He (Mr.
McMaster) said he supposed it was because
he had neglected to put his name on in
time. The man then made this statement:—
¢TI took my own name and several others into
an office’ —he did not ask him at the time what
office he took them into, but he made the state-
ment that there were four others there at the
same time getting their elaims filled up, and he
wanted to know how those young men were
allowed to vote when their claims were filled up
the same night as his. He had no doubt that, if
he had been allowed to vote, he (Mr. McMastPr)
would have got his vote. A week or two after
he met the other young man, and he put the
question to him direct, * Where did you take
your claim 27 He said, ‘I took it to the office
that was in the building opposite the hotel
in Leichhardt street.” That hotel had been
known to him for many years as Dono-
van’s, It was in the new buildings which had
been put up, and which were known as
Fdwards’s Buildings, and that was where the
league of which his colleague spoke had its office
previous to the Valley election, He also ques-
tioned the young man, ‘“Did you take your

claim yourself 7”7 And he said “VYes,” “ Was
there anybody elsethere ?” ‘¢ Yes.” He named
two out of the four that were there. He then

asked him, ““In your claim, did you say where
you lived ?? “Yes.,” *° Where did you state ?’
¢ My residence was with Mr. Annear, Harcourt
street.” Whether the hon. member for Mary-
borough was correct or not, those were the two
statements that were made to him—the one on
the day of the election, and the other a week or
two after. It was, therefore, now between his
eolleague and the hon. member for Maryborough.
He hoped the hospital would get the £5, because
it would mean £15 to their funds, Heregretted
to hear how kind the Government were to their
enemies, and how shabbily they treated their
friends. The cat had been let out of the bag to-
night by the hon. member for Charters Towers.
It appeared that the Government had paid for a
luncheon at Charters Towers to over forty people,
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at 7s. 6d. a head. He presumed that was for the
candidates and their scrutineers. Well, he had
been electioneering for a great many years, and he
had never got a penny from the Government to
buy a glass of beer for a scrutineer of his. He had
always to provide lunch for his own scrutineers,
and he had been a fair supporter of the Govern-
ment for many years. And yet they were told
that the Northern people could eat and drink
just as much as they chose on the day of the
election at the Government expense.

The SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTGRE: Not the
Northern people. We do not get that in other
parts of the North.

Mr. McMASTER : No wonder they laughed
at the Government. If they lived to see the next
election, Southern members could justly putin a
claim to the Treasury tuv pay for luncheons for
their serutineers and assistants. A great deal
had been said about the supplementary rolls not
being in time for the elections at Gympie and
Rockhampton North, and they had got a great
deal of information. He was sure that the Home
Secretary himself had got a good deal of informa-
tion regarding the way in which the Principal
Electoral Registrar and the printing office did
their work.

Mr. REID: Inever said anything about the
Principal Electoral Registrar. I said what the
returning officer at Gympie had done.

Mr. McMASTER : He believed the hen.
member for Enoggera knew more about the
working of those offices than any other member,
and he hoped that the officers would give them
all the same information ; but they had not all
got the cheek of the hon. member to go and
fossick ronnd those offices. He regretted—and
he thought that the Government must alsoregret
—that the supplementary rolls had not been
ready in time for the elections at Gympie and
Rockhampton North, The organisation in
Fortitude Valley and the Trades Hall people pre-
vented the late member for Fortitude Valley, Mr.
Higgs, resigning nntil the supplementary roll was
made up.  Mr. Higgs publicly stated in Forti-
tude Valley that he did not intend to resign
until the names that had been corruptly struck
off were restored, but, as names could only be
struck off at the annual revision courtin Novem-
ber, no names could have been struck off at that
timne. Of course he nunderstood what that meant.
It meant that Mr. Higgs did not resign until the
supplementary roll was ready, because they were
adding a large number of names to the roll.
Now, had the supplementary rolls bren ready
for use at Gympie and Rockhampton North, the
same thing might have happened there as hap-
pened in Kortitude Valley.

Mr. REID: No fear; they are more intelligent
up there.

Mr, McMASTER: The other side held the
seat until those names were on the roll, and
until they got £40 of the State’s money in order
to fight McMaster ; and yet, when the pell was
declared, the L.abour party got a nasty kick.,
They “lost their ’bus,” and they had not got
over it yet. Instead of helding back the other
rolls, therefore, it would have been much better
if the Government had sent them on. They did

not expect what was going to happen
[10'30 p.m.] in the Valley, because the leader of

the Opposition had said at a public
meeting some time before the election that the
Government were not game to bring forward a
straight-out candidate, that all the candidates
were afraid to say theysupported the Govern-
ment ; they came out as independents. He did
not give any uncertain sound. E
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Mr. BRowNE: You were the only one who
came out straight.

Mr., McMASTER: Hon. members on the
other side felt very sore, They had been hit
very hard ; they had been tested at every point;
they had raised a storm which they were unable
to quell. In the Valley list he might particularly
mention two cases. One was put down as dead
whom he had known for thirty yvears, and was
still very much alive, and residing where he had
lived for the last twenty years. The other, who
was marked as having left, had not changed his
residence since 1893. That man’s name was
published, and he did not get his notice until ten
days afterwards. He hoped that state of things
would be remedied.

Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South) said the hon.
member for the Valley had just stated that the
Labonr party were hard hit, All they had to
complain of was that the administration of the
electoral laws was to some extent being made
subservient to the wishes of a number of persons
who had registered themselves in an organisation
of which he believed the Premier was the head.
And in that they were backed up by the hon.
member who had just resumed his seat, who said
that the matter brought forward by the leader of
the Labour party was perfectly right, and that
numbers of people had been objected to who
were not dead, ov who had not left the electorate.
They knew perfectly well what had been going
on for years. They knew that the name of the
late Mr. Bulcock stank in the nostrils of the
people of Queensland.

MeMBERS on the Government side: No no!

MeMBERS of the Opposition: Yes, yes !

Mr. TURLEY : “ Bulcocking the roll ” was a
familiar term, and why? Because he did every-
thing he possibly could to deprive those of
anobher way of thinking from himself and the
party behind him of the rights of citizenship;
and for doing that dirty work he was sent to
another place and made an M.L.C.

Mr. ANNEAR : If you live as honourable a life
as Mr. Bulcock, you will have nothing to be
ashamed of,

Mr. TURLEY : Yes; he also migh$ be raised
to the dignity of a member of the Legislative
Council. It was amusing to hear the hon. mem-
ber for Maryborough talking about his ¢ friend”
the hon. member for Wide Bay, when only last
week ho was charging him with corruption in con-
nection with an election. The hon. member
objected to any member going into another elec-
torste to hold meetings.

Mr. AxNEAR: I do not object to you going to
Maryborough next Saturday.

Mr, TURLEY : He was going to Maryborough
next Saturday to hold a meeting, and intended
to sign all the electoral claims with which he
wag satisfied. .

Mr. ANNEAR : Can you make an inquiry into
100 claims in an hour and a-half ?

Mr. TURLEY : According to the Act he
could. The Act stated that the person witness-
ing the claim must satisfy himself from inquiry
from the person whose claim was being filled in
or otherwise.

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: *‘ Or otherwise.”

My, TURLEY : It distinctly stated that so
long as he got the information from the person
filling in the claim he was complying with the
law.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is
enough to condemn you.

Mr. TURLEY : It was not.
law distinctly.
1901—3s

That was the
However else could a man get a
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claim filled in? They knew that for years past
the only men who had their names put on thecom-
mission of the peace were men of a certain
colour.

The HoME SECRETARY : No, that is not true. *

Mr. TURLEY : The reason why the electoral
law of 1892 was brought in was because it was
recognised by the party then in power that no
man would be able to get his name on the roll
unless a magistrate chose to attest his claim. In
hundreds of cases magistrates had distinctly
refused to witness claims of people who were
entitled to be on the rolls ; and after a great deal
of agitation, had not the electoral law been
altered, and were not a few civil servants added
to the commission of the peace in order to
enable persons to get their claims attested? A
great majority of civil servants did not care
about attesting these claims; they made
excuses and asked the claimant to go to
someone else. Those public officials were afraid
of being victimised if they witnessed any claim
for the Labour party. He knew that the hon.
member for Barcoo recommended as honest and
straightforward aman as ever stond in the colony
£o be placed on the commission of the peace, and
his name had been kept off time after time be-
cause he was supposed to be a supporter of the
Labour party. Whenever men were recom-
mended to be put on the commission of the peace
inquiries were made, and, if it wasbelieved that
they were supporters of the Labour party, their
pames were left off. That was the usual prac-
tice. The list was stuffed every time with the
names of men of a certain colour for political
reasons.

The Preymier : How did you get on ?

Mr. TURLEY : Because he was a member of
Parliament, and that had been stated by the
Home Secretary. Take the case of the late hon.
member for Woothakata. Since he had left the
House his name had been taken off the commis-
sion of the peace, and yet he is still the same
straightforward and honourable man that he was
when he was in the House. Why had his name
been scratched off the list? Simply because he
was believed to be a man who was in sympathy
with the Labour movement.

The HoME SECRETARY : No. Therewas another
object.
Mr. G1vexs: What was it ?

The HOME SECRETARY:
presently.

Mr, TURLEY : He was clerk of a divisional
board ; but there were many clerks of divisional
boards and clerks of municipalities whose nanies
were on the commiseion of the peace. Such an
excuse was a very flimsy one. The objection
was that he was in sympathy with the Labour
movement. With regard to the hon. member
for Gympie going up to near Gladstone and
attesting certain claims, he could quite conceive
vhat if that hon. member had heid a meeting,
a large number of people would take advantage
of his being there, to get him to attest their
claims. DMen had gone from different parts of
Central Queensland, who had their names on
other rolls before, and after they had been thers
some time they wished to get their names on that
roll. And yet hon. members opposite objected
to that, because they thought they had not the
right earmark, When men shifted from one
place to another, hon. members opposite thought
that everything should be done, whether honest or
straightforward or not, to try and prevent them
getting on rolls.  They said that it wasa matter
of taste for a member of Parliament to attest
claims in his own electorate, There was no
question of taste in the matter at all ; it was the

I will tell you
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duty of the hon. member, after he had made full
inquiry and was sat1sﬁed to attest a claim.

What had taken place in the electorate of the-

hon. member for Bulloo? Men there had been
euchred out of votes, and that matter had been
brought up in the House time and again. The hon.
gentleman attempted to defend that by stating
that they had moved from one place to another
in the district, or some other such flimsy excuse.
As a matter of fact, hon. members opposite had
endeavoured whenever possible to put every
obstacle in the way of men being registered.
The only reason why the question had been
brought up this evening was that the administra-
tion of a department of the State wus being
made subservient to an organisation which had
for its object the maintenance in office of the
present Ministry, so that they might be able to
carry on the class legislation which had been
characteristic of Queensland for a number of
years past,

The HOME SECRETARY thought that hon,
members had had a very fair inning The
grievances which had been specxfically refelred
to by hon. members opposite had been fully mef.
A lot of general statements had been made which
it was impossible tomeet. Anumberof grievances
had also been propounded by wiembers on that
side of the Chamber in regard to the alleged
misdoings of hon. members opposite and their
friends and supporters which he thought had not
been satisfactorily met. However, that was a
matter of opinion. Hon. members opposite
would, of course, plume themselves on having
given an unanswerable rveply to everything
brouvht against them. At any rate, they had
had a very  fair innings as far as talking was con-
cerned, and he would now ask them to allow the
question to go to a vote.

Mr. BROWXNE objected to the statement that
there had simply been an interchange of griev-
ances on both sides, and that they were all satis-

ed.

The HoOME SECRETARY :
everyone was satisfied.
with himself.

Mr. BROWNE : When he brought this matter
up this afternoon he had no idea that it would
lead to so much recrimination, He distinctly
stated that there were between 10,000 and 11,000
electors whose names were advertised as objected
to, and that he wanted to know the reason for
that, and who was responsible for those obhjec-
tions. The junior member for JFortitude Valley,
and other hon. members, had agreed that there
were a number of men objected to who it was
well known were entitled to have their names
retained ou the roll. Another reason why he
brought the matter forward was that the Go-
vernment were crying out at the present time
for economy in every shape and form, and that
if any request was made to them for a few
shillings for an old man they said they had no
money to spend.

The HoxME SECRETARY : Where was any such
statement made?

Mr. BROWNE : He would give the hon.
gentleman a fact. He was informed that the
unfortunate old men and women down at
Dunwich who were doing the work of wardsmen
and wardswomen, for which they had in the past
received a few shillings and 3 oz. of whisky a
week, had had that allowauce stopped.

The HomE SECRETARY: You might reserve
that until the time comes for its discussion.

Mr, BROWNE: The hon. gentleman had
asked him to give an instance, and he had done
s0. But now, coming back to the question, he
would point out that when the Government were

I did not say that
I said each was satisfied
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studying economy in every way, whoever was in
charge of the electoral department was not
helping the Government by filling the news-
papers all over the colony with the names of
electors whose qualifications had no right to be
challenged, as the taxpayers would have to pay
the bills for those advertisements. It was
immaterial which side objected to the names
which were advertised ; but he believed that
organisations on his side had had very little to
do with regard to knocking those names off the
roll.

Mr, McMasTteR ¢ Yes, they have.

Mr. BROWNE: Well, even if that was the
case, he would say that no matter which side
was responsible for what had taken place the
electoral registrars should be perfectly un-
tramwmelled in their action. The Home Secretary
had admitted that they wanted more help in the
office of the Principal Klectoral Registrar, and the
junior member for Fortitude Valley had empha-
sised that statement. All he could say was that
if the electoral registrar was so busy, and he
received a list of 200 or 300 names, as those
gentlemen forming that association boasted in
a circular they had supplied, the chances were
that he would not trouble to go through them.
‘Why should those persons whose quahﬁcatmn
remained unchanged have again to prove their
claims ? It was unfair to the electors, unfair
to the country, and wunfair to the electoral
department that such influence as he had indi-
cated should be brought to bear in the matter.
So far they had had no answer to that objection.
With regard to what the hon. member for Mary-

borough, Mr. Anrear, said about

[11 p.m.| justices of the peace, he might say

that the first fime it was proposed
to put him on the commission of ’che peace he
refused ; and he took the position eventually
because he thought it was the duty of every
man who was a magistrate to do all he possibly
could to get men on the roll. He had done that
in his electotate, especially in the outlying parts ;
and so long as he was on the commission of the
peace he intended to do so. He had been invited
to pay a visit to Maryborough next Saturday,
and he could assure the hon. member that if there
were any persons there who had been unable
to get on the roll, and could show their bong
fides to him, he would be proud to witness
their claims. So far as the claim forms were
concerned, he had experienced the difficulty in
outlying parts of the colony of getting claim
forms, and whenever he travelled now he took
claim forms with him. He helped fill in the
claims, and if the parties satisfied him of their
bona fides, he witnessed theirsignatures. If that
was not consistent with the duty of a magistrate,
and the Home Secretary thought so, the hon.
gentleman was at liberty to remove his name
{rlt\)m the commission of the peace any moment he
iked.

Question put and passed.

The HOME SECRETARY moved that the
Chairman leave the chair, report progress, and
ask leave to sit again,

Mr. KEOGH (Rosewood): It was the unani-
mous wish of parties outside that he should ask
the Chief Secretary if it was his intention to
bring in the amendment to the Shop and Fac-
tories Act this week, or whether he would do so
at the earliest opportunity.

The CHAIRMAN : Itis not in order for the
hon. member to raise that question on this motion.

Question put and passed ; and the Committee
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow.

The House adjourned at five minutes past
11 o’clock.





