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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

TGESDAY, 1 OcTOBER, 1901. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. Arthur Morgan War1vick) 
took the chair ab half-past 3 o'clock. ' 

PETITIONS. 
LICEKSIKG AcT-SeND AY TRAIJI:S:G. 

Mr. CA::\IERON (RrisiJane North) presented 
a petition •,igned by 11,500 residents of the State 
of Queensland against the recommendations of 
the licensing commission in reference to Sunday 
trading. 

Petition read and received. 

SHOPS AND FACTORIES AcT. 
Mr. STEPHENSON (Tpsn·ich) presented a 

petit!cm,, signed by 427 residents of Ipswich and 
drstrJCt, m favour of the amendment of the Shops 
and Factories Act of 1900, so far as it relates to 
Saturday afternoon closing. 

Petition received. 

PAPERS. 

The following papers, laid upon the table of 
the House, were ordered to be printed:-

(1) Report on geology of the Dawson and 
:Mackenzie Rivers, with special reference 
to the occurrence of anthracitic coal. 

(2) J?c;•patch, dated 24th July, 1901, respect­
mg thP Vemce Intematicmal ::-\anitary 
Conference and Convention relatin" to 
bubonic plague. " 

(3) Report, for 1900, of the Comptroller­
General of Prisons. 

(4) Report, for 1900, on the Government 
Printing Office. 

The following paper was laid on the table of 
the House :-Report on proposal to construct a 
tramway from Cooran to Pin barren Creek. 

PORT J'\OR::\IAN, NORJ.\IANTOl\, AXD 
CLOXCURRY RAILWAY. 

The SECRETARY l'OR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Leahy, Ru/loo) laid upon the t"'ble copy 
of all corrHpundence relating to the construction 
and maintPnance of a railway from l'ort Xorman 
by way of )." ormanton and Cloncnrry. 

Mr. BRO\Y~E : Do you move that it be printed? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
K o ; there is nothing in it, I can a::~sure you. 

QL"ESTIONS. 
SHU:S:TI:S:G Q}' Tl\GCKS BY AFGHAKR. 

J'\Ir. G IYEXS ( Caim") asked the Secretary 
for Railways-

1. Is it true that Afg-hans arc )Jermitted to ~hunt 
trucks at the Lappa Station on the Chillagoe Railway~ 

2. Is it true that the Afghans n~in~ or shunting the 
trucks at that :'ltatiou allowed t'vo tnwk;:'; to get awav 
and run a1Jont 7 miles down the line on the 18th 
September last ; 

3. Is it trne that the t\vo runa'\vav trucks were onlv 
stopped just in time to prevent a cOllision with the ui) 
nutil train on that date: 

:t. "VVill the :\Iinistm· inquire into this 1natter, and 
take the necessary action to prevent such occurrenct-s 
iri future F 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

!. It is not true that Afghans are nermitted to shunt 
wagons at Lappa ~tation; but, on a recent occas.i.on, 

some Afghans moved two wagons without the consent 
of the stationmaster, and while the latter was away 
frmn the station at breakfast. 

2. These two trucks got away and ran 6;_t miles down 
the line on 18th September. 

3. :Xo; the train was stopped at Boonmoo, a station 
20 miles from Lappa. 

4. Action has been taken to prevent such occurrences 
in future. 

CLOSING OF BOAT PAhSAGE. 

Mr. BARXES (Buli'''&ct) asked the Trea-
surer-

1. Has his attention been drawn to a letter appearing 
in yesterday's h;suc of the 1'ele{!raph. in which it was 
stated that the Boat lJa~sage \Vas still being used by 
the dredges tor the deposit of :-ilt ~ 

2. Is thb a correct statement~ 
3. Do tile <;-overnment inknd closing the Boat Pas-

sage~ 

4. If so, when? 

The TREASL"EER (Hon. T. B. Cribb, 
Ipswich) replied-

1. Yes. 
2. ~o; silt is being dumped into a deep hole near the 

month of the Passage, but not in the channel. 
3. Xo 1n·esent intention of doing so. 

AGRICuLTURAL LAKDS IN THE UPPER BAHRON. 

Mr. NKWELL ( TVoothakata) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture-

1. Does the GoYcrnment intend opening the agricul­
tural lands in the llP11er Ban·on for selection F 

2. If so, whr :t :" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. "\V. B. H. O'Connell, llius[J7"a''") replied­

The lanU is being !llspccted, and the question of 
opening it for selection will be considered later. 

GuARANTEED RAILWAY LEuGgR Aooo-c:s:Ts. 

Mr. SMITH (Bo,,en), in the absence of Mr. 
Bell, asked the Secretary for Rail ways-

1. ·what is the number of guaranteed raihvtty ledger 
accounts~ 

2. ·what is the total amount gnaran teed? 
3. \Yhat are the names of the insurance companies 

acting as guarantors~ 
4. "?hat is the total amount of preminms paid per 

annum to the insurance companies acting as guaran­
tors: 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
replied-

1. 823. 
~. £100,~375. 

3. The Xew ZE'\'lland Accident and Insurance Com­
pnny. 

4. £QOG ls. 6d. 

MINI::\'G ACT AMENDMEN'r BILL. 
l\IESSAGE J<'ROM THE CoGNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message from the Council returning this Bill 
with amendments, in which the Council re­
quested the coneurrence of the Assembly. 

Ordered that the message be taken into con­
sideration to-morrow. 

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE 
ACTS Al\lENDME~T BILL. 

MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
me,;sage from the Council returning this Bill 
with amendments, in which the Council re· 
quested the concurrence of the Assembly. 

Ordered that the message be taken into con­
siaeration to-morrow. 
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SUPPLY. 
RESu'\lPTIO!\ m' CmnnTTEE. 

HOME SECRETARY'~ DEP l-1\'l''\IE!\T-KALARIES. 

The HO:YIE SECRETARY (Hon .. T. }'. G. 
:B'oxton, Carnan an) moved that £8, HHO be 
granted for ealarie'i. There was only one small 
increase of £20 in this vote. There were two 
small items of £10 each, which were really not 
increases this year l1ut last year, only through a 
clerical error they did not appear in last year's 
Estimates. These cffieers accordingly appeared 
as paid .£10 ea c;h less than they were entitled to 
under the regulation.". The error had been 
corrected as far as possible by allowing them to 
work overtime. 

Mr. MAXWELL asked if the officers of 
the department were paid overtime, and, if so, 
what was the nte paid'! 

The HOME SECRETARY: He might men­
tion that the clerks in the Home Secretary's 
Department were probably worked as long hours 
as any men in tbe public service. If their over­
tin1e work was the ordinary routine \Vork of the 
depn.rtment, they were nnt paid overtime· but 
it they were doing special work which couid he 
differentiated from the ordinary work of the 
department, and was work really in addition to 
their ordinary duties, they were paid overtime. 
The rate depended upon the status of the 
.officers, and was provided for by the regulations. 

Question put and passed. 

PRI:\"CIPAL ELECTOUAL HEGISTRAR. 

'I'he HOM.E SECRETARY moved that 
.£1,12:5 be gmnted for the Principal Electoral 
Registrar. There was a decrease of .£30 in 
salaries owing to changes in the personnel of the 
officers, and ~here was an in?rea~e of .£35 in post­
age and 1nCldentals, resul:rng 1n a decrease of 
£,5 for the vote. 

1\Ir. BROWNE (r:'roydon) said that there were 
so:ne matters which required explanation upon 
th1s vote. In the past the work of electoral re­
gistration had been under the direct control of 
the Home Secretary, but some years ago an Act 
was passed by which the Principal Electoral 
Registrar was appointed, and made responsible 
for the_ work. _There had been a great many 
complamts durmg the last twelve months about 
the way things were going on in the department, 
but he was not going to deal with them all. 
Twice during the present session he had asked 
questions regarding the matter. On 30th .July, 
he asked the Home Secretary with regard 
to r?lls . not. being supplied .at the Gym pie 
electwn m t.m1e for t!1e electwn, with regard 
to rolls bemg supphed a week afterwards 
in connection with the Toowoonoha election and 
not being supplied at Rockhampton North the 
week following the election at Toowoomba. The 
hon. gentleman said that inquiry was being 
made as to the cause of the del»y in the trans­
mtsswn of the list from Rockhampton North. 
That case was sub j11dict, so he would only say 
that if the electoral registrar, or whoever was 
responsible for it, had done his duty, and bad 
had those rolls printed in time, neither the 
country nor the parties in the case that was now 
proceeding would have been put to a lot of 
trouble and expense. Then, again, on the 25th 
Septe;:nber he asked the Home Secretary some 
questwns regardmg the wholesale challenging 
that bad gone on during the pa't month 
through the Principal Electoral Registrar's 
Department, in connection with the rolls. 
The hon. gentleman replied that it was in 
the ~ands o~ thP electoral registrars, and 
that If any dtrect charge was broug-ht against 
any electoral registrar, he would have an 
inquiry. Now it was very hard to bring a direct 

charge against any electoral rPgistrar, and he, 
for one, was not going to do it. At the same 
time evervone knew that largo numbers of men 
had been 'challenged, and practically disqualified. 
It had occurred to an extent beyond anything 
that had happened in the colony before, and it 
was the same in every electorate. He had 
received complaint,; from all parts of the colony, 
and no one seerneU to know \Vho w~,.:; the cause of 
its being done. That afternoon since he had 
come to the Honse he had recei\·ed e, letter from 
a gentleman liYing in the :\Ianmoa electorate, 
which contained a copy of the notice he had 
received. The writer said-

I am a grazing farmer on ::\iuriHa Station, and have 
not been off mv selection for the past twelve months, 
and have neYCr l)cen ant of the electoral district of 
Maranoa since I came here some six or eight years ago. 

Here was another that had been sent down to 
him-(hclding up a long slip cut from a news­
paper)- which would "how thP expense the 
country as well as private individuals were 
being put to. It was the list that was issued in 
Townsville thi .. , year, and he himself could 
recognicie at least a score of na.tnes of men who 
were resident in Townsville, and he was sure 
that the two members for Townsville must know 
many more names of well-known people in 
Townsville. Anyone, without the lc·:>,st trouble, 
could know from just walking along the street 
that they were not absent from the place. Yet 
lots of them were marked as "left," while others 
were marked as " dead." It seemed to him that 
there must be somebody else behind the electoral 
registrars in the matter. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I was put off the 
roll for Brisbane North myself last year. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: So was I ; and I only 
crossed the street. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTCRE: \Vho was 
behind that? Somebody on the other side, I 
suppose. 

?.Ir. BRO\VKE : Became an injustice had 
been done to the Attorney-General, he, the lead­
ing Crown Law Officer of the colony, should not 
give that as a reason for saying that an injustice 
should be done to anybody else. 

The ATTORXEY-GENERAL: I am dealing with 
the suggestion that there must be S'Hnebody be­
hind it. 

}Ir. BROWNE: He had a circular, and it 
was perfectly permissible to show it there. It 
was sent round by the Queensland Electoral 
Registration Society, and dealt especially with 
the electoral Jaw~, and stated what they were 
doing in that matter. It was •igned hy a Mr. 
Richard P. Adams, as secretary, and said that 
all cmo1munications should be addressed to R. 
P. A dams, and that all cheques should he crossed 
and made payable to the Qneensland Electoral 
Registmtion Society only. 

The Hm!E SECRETAHY: \V hat is the date of it 
Mr. 13ROW)[E: It was issuPd during last 

month. The date was not on the 
[4 p.m. paper, but it stated that the follow-

ing was an " extract fr01n the report 
laid before last board meeting " :-

DEAR Snt,--The following is an extract from the 
report laid before last board meeting- :-

"On 27th July we placed four 1nen nt work to obtain 
names of persons 'dead,' 'left,' aud · dis(tnali1ied,' one 
for Brisbane South, one Enoggera, ann one Toowong, 
and one man to visit business tirms in Brisbane ~orth, 
to collect names of employees and Pxamine rolls to see 
if their names were on them. This man had also to 
render cleri('.:tl assistance to the secreta(\~ in sending to 
355 various centres of the State co11ies of the electoral 
roll, together with forms for placing persons on the roll, 
and examples of how to fill in claim form : instructions 
how to send notice to the electoral rf:'gistrars to have 
the names of those • dead,' 'left,' and' disqualified' er:~.sed 
from the roll1 with forms and examples for executing 
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l'!;his work. These ha~e had good effect; communications 
th:tnkiug- the board haYe been received for same from 
numerous l'er ~ons and associations, embracing, amon~st 
others, the tliRtricts of BO\ven, Cambooy<-L, Ca1rns, Card­
well, CnmHtmulla, Gympic, Giac1stone, Hnghcnden, 
Ipt'wich, :~rackay, ::uaryboron~h, ::Hntt~burra, Rich­
mond River, Rockhampton, rnwr Dmitldah, etc., etc. 
The result "ill be felt all OYer thu State. From this 
office alone the namr os of 850 per~ous ha Ye been sent to 
electoralre_;istral"'"' to bD erased; in thirt~· warehouses 
and offices 465 names were collected; 2·±9 are not on 
the roll. and many being Wl'Ollf.dY described new forms 
are hcing prepared; 67 eh1!ms fl'Olu these ha\e been 
'3Cllt to the courts; ±!J uthers ha Ye bern made out 
and sent by p(.,;;t to the persons to lJe si~ned, attested, 
and returnc:j, so that they may be in~e"'ted in the 
YH.rions roll~, and oYer 140 are now prepared a\Yaiting 
"'igratnres. 

" In Brisbane :Sonth, Enoggera, and 1'oowong, :3,735 
·lnqn'iries have been made. Of these notices to cra~e the 
namrs of W5lHLYebccnsent in. ancll/153haveto be placed. 
on the roll : these are reported to be all, or nearly so, 
·~upporter..;; of the law aud m•tier party. 're have sent 
to the August courts the name~·. of 200 persons to be 
11laced on t.l1e roll, ~~nd to thi.:-:. date '.00th Augu::;t) have 
since sent :2:21 more, or a total of 4~1. 

" In a few daYs the lists of those marked to be erased 
from the :colJs ":ill be published, and it will be necessary 
to check these and get our supporters reinstated, 
which is a large undertaking." 

You will from the foreg-oing see we ha Ye done. and 
are now doing, good work, but our fnnt'l~ are exhausted. 
Is tl1is work to stop for want of money, or will our 
i'ricnds provide easll that we ma.r at that rate place on 
the rolls the 1,:!50 or so \Ye know arc not registered~ 

\Vhen this association sent round these circulars 
and had asked that certain names be marked off 
·certain electoral rolls, they ought to know who was 
running the show-whether it was the electoral 
r~:;,;istrars or whether it was this association. He 
might say that with tbis circular came two 
·very nice little books of rules, and he was very 
pleased to see how the members of this associa­
tion had fallen in with some of the rules of the 
Labour party. 

The SECRETARY POR AGRICcLTcRE: You set 
the example. 

:\1r. BROWNE: Xot with regard to striking 
·men off the rolls. 

The Hmm SECHETAHY: "Imitation is the 
sincerest flattery." 

J\Ir. BRO\VNE: That was so, but whatever 
the Labour party had done to put men on the 
roll, they had never tried to knock men off the 
rolls. They always believed in g1 ving every 
man the ea>iest ptlssible means of getting on roll;, 
and in leaving their names on until something 
happened which would cause them to be struck 
off. 

The HO)!E SECHETARY : 'Whether qualified or 
not? 

Mr. BROW:0/E: He saw that this society had 
·a temporary organising committee, and he was 
pleased to see that, after all the abuse that had 
been hurled from the other side against 
organisers. This committee consisted of the 
Hon. A. J. Thynne, M.L.C., chairm~n; Alder­
man L. G. Corrie, Alderman John Currie, 11r. 
A. G. C. Hawthorne, Mr. E. A. Gaden, John 
Reid, and P. J. Leaby. 'l'he treasurer was Mr. 
Morse, and the secretary Mr. D. R. J. \Vatson. 
The other day the junior member for Fortitude 
Valley entertained the House hy reciting the 
pledge of the Labour party-he did not know for 
what reason, for it was well known all over the 
·COuntry, and could be seen in every Labour or 
democratic organ. But be would point out to 
the hon_ member for Fortitude Valley that had 
this electoral registration society been in existence, 
and bad iL bad any power at the last election in For­
titude Valley, that hem. member would have been 
branded as a blackleg. (Laughter.) There was 
one rule in this association which he would read, 
and which came very close to one of the rules of 
the Labuur party. The rules provided for 

nomination of candidates in the orthodox T~abour 
fashion. Then a plebiscite was prodded for, and 
clause 18 provided-

That the committee may reject the name of any 
person so nominated unle"s he n1ulcrtake:~ to retire 
from the contf··t in case he i::nwt selected as a candidate 
by the branch, and also to giYe his acth-e support to 
the person or vcrsons selected as candidates by the 
branch. 
That was the very thing that the Labour party 
had been working on for years. 

The SECRETAHY FOR R.'I.IL\VAYS: \Vhen bad 
men combine, good men associate. 

::\Ir. BRO\Vl'\E : That was the rectson why 
they had associated >O dosely on his sid.e-when 
they saw the combinatiOn on the other ,ade. All 
men had a perfect rio;ht to form themselves into 
an as.-;ociation, and to use every legitin1ate means 
to return their own utndidates at electivns. 

The HmrE SJWRETAHY : And purify the 
rolls. 

~Ir. BRO\Vl'\E: He was not talking about puri­
fying the rolls. (Gov.ernment la~:u;hter.) .HmL 
members opposite rmght talk acout punfymg 
the rolls, but three years ago he bad questioned 
the hon. gentleman about an unfortunate man, 
who had been unjustly dealt with. He referred 
to the late member for Camboova. 

1\Ir. J. HA~IILTON: What did Judge lteal say 
about his evidence ? 

::'\Ir. BROWXE: Everyone knew that there 
were men in that constituency who had been 
challenged, and who had no more right to be on 
that roll than he had to be on himself. 

The HmiE SECRETAHY: Should they not have 
been removed ? 

Mr. BRO\VNE : It was the duty of the Prin­
cipal Electoral Registrar and the Home Secre­
tary to do that instead of allowing any private 
association or any private individuals having 
such power. The association, previous to this 
Elector<Ll Registration Association, was called 
the Electoral Registration League, of which the 
Premier was the president; and after the terrible 
failure that league had experienced, after the 
beating they got at the Federal elections, he said 
that this association must be prepared to be 
beaten also. He objected to any such associa­
tion getting information from, and writing t<1 
electoral registrars, and it was well known that 
the old society had written to the electoral regis· 
trars, and had issued instructions to them. 
\V ere they going to be governed by these bits of 
cliques which were continually springing up? 
One of his colleagues had counted up 107 
branches of this association which bad already 
been formed, and if every one of them was going 
to take up the time of the electoral registrars 
in this way, where was the thing going to end? 
It was a scandalous shame that any elector, 
particularly those living a long way out, should 
be put to all this trouble and expense to prove 
that they had a right to be on the roll. ~t was 
an injustice. And look at the expense rt was 
putting the country to ! Of cour.se the newspapers 
benefited a good bit by it, because these tbmgs 
ha.d to be advertised, but the expense fell on the 
general taxpayer, and the Government had not a 
penny to sp:tre for necessary things. He \yould 
like to know by what means the electoral registrar 
got the information which led to those people 
being put to all this trouble. He thought 
there must be over 10,000 electors in Queens­
land who had received notice to qualify therr.­
selves at the ="fovember court. If this sort of 
thing was going to be continued without any 
satisfactory explanation, he intended to move as 
a protest a reduction in the salary of the 
Principal Electoral Registrar. With regard to 
the local registrars, he thought a word ought to 
be said to them. He had met a good many of 
them, and so far as he knew they were men who 
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honestly tried to do their duty. Of course they 
had this duty to perform in addition to their 
other duties. He thought the officer in charge 
of this important branch should be responsible 
for the work don8 by the local electoral registrars. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY : He did not 
intend to follow the hon. member through all 
the ramifications of his speech, which from his 
point of view was a very excellent electioneering 
speech. The hon. member had been posing as 
an innocent. He had juot discovered that there 
wr.re t\vo organh::ations in this country, one 
dominated by the party that ruled the Labour 
party, and the other endeavouring to combat 
the nefarious de,igns of the one to which he had 
just referred. The hon. member had also dis­
covered that it was a habit of both organisations 
to give information to the electoral rc5istrars to 
assiet them in their work. Surely the hem. 
member was sufficiently familiar with section 
H of the Act, which rec1uired electoml 
re!l'istrars to perform certain duties. Between 
the 1st and the 31st August they had to 
examine the rolls in force, also the bi-monthly 
lists for August, and after inquiry from the r·esi­
dents in the district and the inspection of the 
rate-books, lists of selectors, lists of pastoral 
tenants, and any other documents, they must 
place the word "dettd" against the name of any­
one they believed to be dead, the word "left" 
against the name of every person whose qualifi­
cation was residence and who they had reason to 
believe had left ; and the word "disqualified" 
against the name of any lJerson they had reason 
to believe was under a disqualification or had 
become disqualified under one qualification with­
out having acquired another qualification. 
Then they were rec1nired to give notice to 
the individuals marked, anrl to advertise their 
names. That was the process. And it was 
the duty of the electoral registrar, amongst 
other things, to make due inquiry from the r< "'i­
dents in the district. There was the secretary 
of an org,misation which laid itcself out particu­
larly to obtain information regarding matters 
with which the electoral registrar himself was 
required to deal ; and what more natuml than 
that when he receiYed an intimation from that 
individual that certain persons had left, died, or 
become disqualified, or ceased to be f)Ualified­
what more natural than that he should make 
due inquiries? And ha vine; made due inquiry, if 
he was satisfied that the information was not 
correct, it was his duty to take no further notice 
of it ; if, ou the other hand, he had snch evidence 
as led him to a pThn!t facie view that the 
information was correct, it was then his duty to 
advertise. That was the plain, simple fact in 
regard to the matter. It wa··· open to any 
organisation or any elector throughout the St'>te 
to gi;re inforrnation to any electoral registrar, 
and 1t was the duty of the registr.•.r to make 
inquiries as to whether the information was cor­
rect or not. 

Mr. BOinrA:s-: Be.fore he knocks them off' 
The HOME SECRETARY: He did not 

knock them off. That was where the hon. mem­
ber made a mistake. Of course the electoral 
registrar was not omniscient. He did not know 
everything or everybody; but be made the best 
inf[uiries he could, and if he verified the informa­
tion in any way, it was his duty to warn the 
man objected to that unless he proved his claim 
he would be omitted from the roll. If the argu­
ment of the leader of the Opposition was pushed 
to its logical conclusion it amounted to saying 
that there should be no revision of the rolls at 
all. The hon. member boasted, when he got 
very warm, that the organisation which did this 
work for the party of which he was leader did 
not object to men who were on the roll ; he 
-boasted further that they confined their efforts 

to putting names on the roll. That was called' 
sometimes by a very hard name-it all de­
pended whether they were entitled to go on the 
roll or not. If they were entitled it was a 
perfectly legitimate thing to do. But it was 
clearly necessary that those who were not en­
titled to vote should not remain on the roll, 
because every man who was not entitled to 
vote, but who remained on the roll, deprived 
somebody else of the effect of his vote. Hon. 
members would of course understand that if a 
man was improperly on one roll he might, with­
out the knowledge of the electoral registrar of 
the district concerned, be on some other roll, 
and if the hon. member's argument was to be 
rar!·ied to its logical conclusion, he would hold 
that there was to be no revi,;ion at all. The 
man would then be on two rolls, and what then 
would become of the boasted advocacy of one 
man one vote? 

Mr. Bo\nrAN: \\'hat about the claim he fills 
up? He has to say whether he is on another 
roll or not. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Did the hon. 
member suppose that a man was always so green 
as to fill that up ? 

Mr. BOIDIAN : If he does not he makes a false 
declaration. 

The HOME SECRETARY : They had heard 
of that before. That was nothing new. The 
hon. member paid a compiirnent to the electoral 
registrars throughout the State. He desired to 
endorse what the hon. member said, but those 
were the very men against whom the hon. mem­
ber complained. 

J\Ir. \V. HAMILTON: He means that if they are 
left alone he has confidence in them. 

The HOME SECRETARY: They were left 
alone, and severely left alone. The instructions 
given to them were purely of a general character, 
and the Principal Electoral Registrar had nothing 
whatever to do with the work about which the 
hon. member complained. 

:!\fr. GrnJ:s-s: \Vhy does he send telegraphic 
instructions to them? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber might know eJl about the telegraphic in­
structions, but he contended that they were of a 
general character relating to their duties. That 
was what the Principal Electoral Registrar was 
there for. A number of the district registrars 
were connected with other branches of the 
service, and their electoral duties were a sort 
of excreoencP, of which such officers as police 
officers had a good many. They were men who­
necessarily were not well versed in the electoral 
laws and were not able to decide question.-; 
of l~w which aroso in connection with their 
duties. The duties were often performed by 
young clerks of petty sessions, police officers, 
or perhaps postmasters, who were very often 
at fault as to what their duties were. In that 
case they appealed to the Principal Electoral 
Hegistrar, who advised them as to what thev 
ought to do under certain circumstances. It 
very frequently happened, he rel'retted to say, 
that those officers with all the1r zeal and de­
sire to do their duty did not carry out their 
dut.ies with the utmost possible care, and one 
could not expect it under the circumstances_ 
He believed the men did their best, but he 
could assure the hon. member that the mis­
takes made by the district registrars caused 
the Principal Electoral Registrar an enormous 
amount of work. Now, as to the claims which 
were put in in any particular district, and the 
information supplied to any district officer, the 
Principal Electoral Registrar had nothing what­
ever to do with that. He did not handle those 
claims at all. It was not part of his duty, but if 
something came before him which was palpably 
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wrong-, it was his duty to call attention to 
it. He was perfectly certain that Mr. Boyce 
had done his very best in the performance of 
his duties, bnt as to any instructions of the 
character suggested by the hon. member being 
issued by him, nothing of that sort had emanated 
from the Home Secretary's Department. It w<Ls 
the _duty of the Principal Electoral Registrar to 
ad v1se as to the best course to be adopted on an 
A B C case. That was what he was for. 
Beyond that the hon. member would find that 
ther.e was no interference whateYer in the regis­
tratiOn of names, the supply of information, or 
in dealing with the information which might be 
supplied to district registrars. 

Mr. BROIYKE : The hon. gentleman had 
not given the information asked for now. He 
got up and at first talked 9.bout the nef&rious 
practices adopted by his (i\Ir. Browne's) side. 
He confessed he did not know what they were. 

The Holi!E SECHETAHY: I was only jocular. 
Mr. BROWKE: If the hon. niember knew 

about any nefarious practices which had been 
adopted, he should be glad to hear them. If the 
hon. member was jocular, of course that altered 
the matter. 

Mr. BmniAN : It doe~n't read that way in 
Hmmwd. 

The HmiE SECHETARY: 1\o, I am glad of the 
interjection. 

Mr. BROWNE: The hon. gentleman talked 
about two organisations doing .~imilar work. 
\Yell, the organisation that he was connected 
with, the hon. gentleman would admit, did not 
take action towards getting men off the rolls, 
and whether they erred in that re,pect was a 
matter of opinion. If, on the other hand jns­
tices wrongfully witnessed claims, the' hon. 
gentleman's dey artment could proceed against 
them. It would be better to prosecute a num­
ber of men who had made false c:laims than 
sacrifice a l0t of men who had done nothing of 
the sort.. The hon. gentleman spoke of the out­
side electoral registrars, and tbe amount of work 
they had to do. That was the very reason why 
he had brought the rnatt<er up. and the hon. 
gentleman would see why he objected so strongly 
to an unauthorised body like the registration 
society interfering. The hon. gentleman would 
know that most of the registrars were hard. working 
Government servants who had other depart­
mental work to attend to. Take the instance he 
had quotc·d from the typewritten report of the 
society. They stated tbat they had sent in Si\0 
names to the registrars to be erased. Did the 
hon. gentleman think that the registrars, who 
were being paid nothing extra for performing 
that work, were going to pay sufficient attention 
to find out the lmna .tides of those 8;30 objections? 

The ordinary electoral registrar, 
[4"30 p.m.] receiving anything like 800 objec­

tions, had such a multitude of otber 
duties to perform, that he had no time to go 
through all the names c"lled in question. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: "Where were the 850 
objections sent in ? 

J'vir. BROIVKE : It was somewhere about 
Bri,bane. He read it in the circular letter. 

The Ho'm SEOHETAHY: If it was Brisbane, 
there are salaried officers whose special duty it is 
to attend to such matters. 

Mr. BROWKE : He knew the electoral regis­
trar for South Brisbane was the clerk of petty 
sessions there, and had other duties to perform 
as well as those of electoral registrar. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: It is part of his duties. 
Mr. BROWNE: \Vhat he wished to point 

out was, that there were some of the officials 
who had so many other duties to perform that if 
they received 800 objections, or, as they did in 
some other places, 200 or 300, they had not the 
time to investigate every name· marked dead, 

left, or disqualified. The hon. gentleman might 
say that he thought that they had the time to 
verify everv one of the objections before sending 
notices out, but he knew they ha:l not. Yet 
this m0ant that a great many of those whose 
names were marked were practically disfraq­
chised, because a great many of them never 
received the circulars. 

Mr. TURNER: I know numbers who have never 
left their homes have had their names struck off. 

'rhe Hmm SEcRETArtY: The Attorney-General 
was treated in that way last year. 

::\Ir. BRO\VJ'\E: \Vas tl,at an excuse? He 
thought the fact of one man being treated with 
injustice should make him sympathise with 
others who were being treated with mjustice. 
The hon. gentleman knew very well that it was 
no trouble for the Home Secretary or the 
Attorney-General to get a mistake like that 
rectified. All he had to do was to sit down and 
write a letter, and the matter was attended to at 
once. But it was quite different with an ordi­
nary working man or an ordinary busines~ Inan. 
They were practically disfranchised by thi., pro· 
cedure. He also wished to refer to the printing 
and circulation of electoral rolls. Three by-elec­
tions had taken place within the last few months. 
The Gympie election took place on 8th June. 
The revision court was held on 4th Jmw, and 
the claims made at the April courts were then 
confirmed. On the ::lth June the election took 
place, and though some fifty men were practi­
cally voters on the roll, they were not allowed 
to vote, because the rolls were not there. Of 
course that to a certain extent was because 
there were only four clays between the registra­
tion court and the polling day, and there was 
not time to get the rolls down to Brisbane and 
get them back again to Gympie. Of course 
there was something in that, but he asked 
the hon. gentleman who it was who appointed 
the polling day? (Laughter.) The hon. gentle­
man laughed. 

The Ho~m SEORETAHY : Certainly; I cannot 
help it. Who issues the writ? 

Mr. BROWKE: The Speaker, of course. 
Knowing the circumstances, he thought the 
electoral registrar, who was in charge of the 
department, should make every effort to see that 
every qualified Yoter was allowed to vote on the 
polling day. 

Mr. TUilLEY : It depends on which side they 
are going to vote. 

The HmrE SgoHETARY: That is worthy of the 
man it comes from. 

Mr. BROWJ'\E: He maintained that every 
man should be allowed to use hi .• vote, if he were 
entitled to vote. If the time was too short to 
allow of the form of sending the roll clown to 
Brisbane to be printed, why should not the 
returning officer, who knew these men, and 
knew that they were entitled to vote, be at 
liberty to allow them to vote? 'l'he next election 
took nlace on the 15th ,June. This was at 
Toowoomba. The rolls arrived there only the 
day before the poll took place. On the 22nd 
June another election came on in Korth Rock­
hampton. In that case the returning officer had 
a list of certain men who were entitled to vote, 
and still something happened to prevent them 
voting. 

The HoME SEOllETAHY : They did not get the 
rolls. 

Mr. BRO\YNE: The hon. gentleman would 
admit there was some injustice there. 

The HO}!E SECHETAHY: I will admit that the 
law is not satisfactory. 

Mr. Tt:RLEY : The administration is not 
satisfactory. 

The HmrE SEOHETARY : The administration i& 
all right. 
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Mr. BRO\VN"E : He was askin" these 
questions because he wanted to know wh7, was to 
blame. He was one of those who voted for the 
~~et. under which. the Principal Electoral 
Llegistrar was appomted, and, with other hon. 
members, he believed at the time that thino-s 
would then work more satisfactorily, but the~e 
seemed to be more trouble now than there wa.s 
when the whole thing was simply in the hands 
of the Home Secretary. 

Mr. :'IIULCAHY (Gympic): At the risk of 
bemg charged w1th electioneering, he would like 
to say a few words upon this matter. Just before 
the last Gym vie election he went to Mr. Bythe­
way, the returnim; officer, and asked him if the 
men whose names had been confirmed a few days 
be_fore wculd be allowed to vote. Mr. Bytheway 
sa1d that he was not quite ~ure but he would 
send a wire to the Principal Electoral Registrar 
::\~r. Boyce. He received a reply "Yes, they 
Will be allowed to vote," or "will be eligible to 
vote." It was a most extraordinary thing that 
a day or two afterwards when the election took 
place these men were not allowed to vote. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Have yuu the wire? 
:Mr. MULCAHY : No, he had not. It was in 

better hands than his; in the hands of 2\Ir. 
Bytheway, the returning officer. He felt very 
much interested in these names because he be­
lieveu the majority of the votes' would have gone 
in his fav:our; Tt was only reaeonable to suppose 
that nffi01al m formation of that kind would be 
corr~ct. He w_ould !ikP. to know why the infor­
matwn was g1ven? "\Vas it given to mislead 
them~ They sent round to the men whose names 
were on that roll that they would be allowed to 
vote. _In fact, they went so far as to put a para­
graph m the paper, and quoted the wire. 

The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon. 
member ha'i been courteous enouah to let him 
know that he intended bringing the matter up 
he. w?uld have had ~he papers here. Th~ 
Prmc1pal Electoral Registrar informed him that 
so far as his memory went, he sent no such tele: 
gram .. If he bad known that the bon. member 
was g;nng to raise the question, he would have 
had h1s papers there, and would have been able 
tn speak positively. He did not think'it was at all 
likely that the Principal Electoral Registrar had 
sent any such telegram, because he probably would 
not know at that time whether the roll would be 
in tb~ hands . of the returning officer in time. 
PractiCally, w1_t~ their bi-monthly registration 
courts, the add1twnal rolls came so closely upon 
one another that there were only 'about three 
weeks, or less tha~ three weeks, in every two 
months dunng wInch elections could be held 
without the chance of questions like that arising. 
It really caused a grent deal of inconvenience and 
confusion. N otwithstanuing- that the very best 
efforts of the electoral registrars the printing 
office, and the Prin?ipa.! Elector;! Registrar, so 
far as he had anytbmg to do with it, were put 
forth 1 at some of t\le hi-elections it would happen 
t~at 1t would be Impossible to get the rolls in 
t1me. 

]VIr .• JENKI:s'SON : Could not you get the rolls 
prmted locally? 

The HOME SECRETARY: ~o. That 
would not be practicable, or feasible. 

11r. JENKINSO:'i : Only the supplementary 
rolls. 

Mr. RYLAND: Some of them are printed 
locally now. 

The HOME ~ECRE:TARY: :Xot the supple­
mentary rolls e1ther, he thought. He thought 
the work ought to be done in the Government 
Printing Office, because there was a special staff 
for the W?rk th_ere, and they mmt remember 
that the ':rmspellmg of a name might deprive a 
man of h1s vote. 

:'IIr .. Jr:NKI:\'~ON: They are checked bv the 
Principal Electoral Registrar, are they not.? 

'l'he H0:\IE SECRETARY: \Yell the 
Principal Electoral Registrar was in Bri~bane, 
and the rolls might jmt as well be printed at 
the Government Printing Office, where the work 
would be done verr much quicker than return­
ing them to the 'local town after they were 
checked and then have them printed there. 

::\Ir. ;JENKINSOX: But the type is already set 
up in the local p9per,, because the names have 
avpeared in the local papers. 

The H011E SECRETARY: He would make 
inquiry in a moment as to whether that could 
possibly be done, but he was under the impres­
sion that there was some objection to it, although 
he m1gho not have given the correct n'>son. 
The hon. member for South Brisbane interjected 
that it was the administration that was at fault. 
HP absolutely denied that there had been anv 
default in the administration, or any laxity in 
the .admini-stration of the Principal Electoral 
Rfg1strar, or on the part of the Home Secretarv's 
Office, which really had nothing to do with the 
matter now. 

Mr. REm : Then who was the cause of the 
delay at Gympie and Rockhampton :Nurth? 

The HOME SECRETARY: There was no 
delay at all at Gym pie, so far as he knew. Every 
possible effort was made to expedite it, both by 
the Princival Electoral Registrar and by the 
Government Printing Office. ~-H :Xorth Rock­
hampton there was delay, and the delay was 
caused by the electoral registrar. Speaking from 
memory, eleven days were allowed to elapse before 
he sent down the list. 

.l\lr. IV. HAmLTON : Does he still keep that 
office? . 

The H0:'11E SEUR~~TARY: He did. 
Mr. \V. HA}IILTON : Then he should not. 
The HOME SECRETARY: He bad to per­

form other dutiP,. Did the hon. member think 
he ought to be dismissecl ? 

1\lr. \V. HAJ\IILTOX: Yes, or any other officer 
who was guilty of that sort of thing. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He wondered 
whether the hon. member would like to be dis­
missed from that House for every mistake he 
made in answering a letter or something of that 
sort. The hon. member mu;;t see that auto­
cratic conduct of that cort would not be 
tolerated by the public. Every man was liable 
to make a n1istake, and civil servants were 
liable to do the sam8. He probably was 
censured, but to say that a man was to lose 
his means of livelihood, after faithful service to 
the State for probably twenty Y"'Hs-he did not 
know how long he had been in the service-but 
to say that, because he made one little lapse­
which it was quite possible he made some 
explanation of-he was certainly called upon to 
offer one. It was possible that he explained 
that he was quite unable to do that in time 
owing to pressure of other duties-but still the 
hon. member for Gregory would dismiss him at 
once because he had made one mistake-even if 
it was a mistake. 

1Ir. \V. HAmLTON : T~ook at the litigation 
that has ensued over it. 

The HO:YIE SECRETARY: He could not 
foresee the litigation. 

11r. REm: He could always foresee making a 
blunder like that. 

The H011E SECRETARY was sorry that 
hon. members had not given him intimati<in that 
the papers would be required. He would have 
been very glad tn have them, because he mnst do 
the officer in question the justice to say that both 
the Under Secretary and the Principal Electoral 
Registrar, who were in the gallery, informed him 
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that, although the:y: were unable to say exactly 
what h1s explanatwn was, it was to a certain 
uxtent satisfactory. 

Mr. \V. HA~IJLTO~ : More Labour votes. 
The HOME SECRETARY: He was '1uite 

sure that neither the U ncler 8ecretary nor the 
Principal Electoral Registrar knew anything 
about that. He knew nothing about it. He 
never saw the roll, or heard of it until he heard 
that. it arrived in Rockhampt~n on the very 
evemng of the day on which the poll was taken, 
notwithstanding the delay. 

JYir. REm: There was plenty of time, even 
with the eleven days thrown in. 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber seemed to know a grEat deal more about it 
than the officers. Had he the rnn of the whole 
·of the offices? 

:\Ir. :FoH~YTH: He runs the show-the Trades 
Hall. 

The HO~lE SECllETARY: Was that it? 
JYir: Tt:rn.EY : The "Political Ass" is the only 

assoCiatwn that runs the offices. \Ve know all 
about that. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He was assured 
that every effort wa• made. His instructions 
were that every possible effort should be made to 
get those rolls out. He was very sorry when he 
found the dates fixed for those elections were 
such. that there was likely to be that difficulty of 
gettmg the rolls there in time, and he spoke to 
the Speaker afterwards and mentioned the fact to 
him that it was always desirable before appoint­
ing a date for an election to see that nothing of 
that sort could possibly arise, and to see that the 
last roll which harl been revised having reached 
the re~nrni~g officer. r nfortunately that was 
not so m tlns case; but he did not suppose that 
anyone would impute to the Speaker that he was 
influenced in any way. He knew nothing about 
the rolb, and it was news to hirn Lhat the dates 
fixed were inconvenient. 

Mr. MULCAHY: He would like to have a 
clear understanding about the matter. \Vas it 
the i_nten.tion of the Home Secretary to make 
full ll1'11llry why the electmal registrar, J\Ir. 
Boyce, sho.uld have sent a wire to Mr. Hytheway, 
the returnmg officer at Gym pie, informing him 
that. the~e men would be allowed to \'ote ? 

The HmrE SECRETARY: I have already told 
you. that I ma.dP inquires, and the Principal 
Registrar says he never sent anything of the 
sort. 

YJ:r. MULCAHY said the returning officer 
at Gym pie had given him a copy of the wi~e. 

The Ho;uE SECRETARY: Then let us have it ; 
read it. I challenge you to read it. 

Mr. MULCAHY said he wanted to have 
something better than a copy. He wanted to 
see the original wire. It was no use in hi• 
rearling out a copy, which he conld write out 
anywhere. The proper course was for the Home 
Secr.etary to ma!m the fullest infjuiries in an 
offiCial way, and 1f the Home Secretary promised 
to do that, he would be quite satisfied. 

The HOME SECRETARY explained that 
::VIr. ~oyce was only speaking from memory, and 
he sa1d that as far as he knew he had not sent 
any such wire. 

Mr. MGLCAHY: A very defective memory. 
The HOMB SECRETARY: That miaht be 

but his memory might be just as aood" as th~ 
hon. member's memory. AssuminR that :\fr. 
Boyce's memory was at, fault, and that some such 
wire had been sent hy him, it was quite possible 
seeing what he might term the close shave ther~ 
~was going to be at the Gympie election, that he 
might have thought he could have aot the rolls 
there in time. " 

Mr. MGLCAHY: The department made it closer 
by depriving men of votes. 

The HO:\IE SECRETAilY: Jt was a ques­
tion whether the roEs could bL' got there in time. 
Mr. Boyce might have thou,-ht that, and be 
might have sent a telet<mm "'ying that they 
would arrive in time. He would undertake to 
say that as far as the Principal Electoral Regis­
trar and the Governn1ent Printer w2re concerned, 
eYery possible expedition was made to get every 
one of the rolls there at tl::e earhest possible 
moment, in the usual way. He Plr. J<'oxton) 
had been at;ked whether certain cun1ntnnications 
ought to be sent by wire which were usually 
sent by letter. He asked whether that was the 
usual thing, and on being told that it was not 
according to the Act, then he said, "Stick to 
the Act." He was perf·ectly satisfied that e\·ery 
possible expedition had been used. 

:\Ir. J'IIGLCAHY: Does the electoral registrar 
keep copies of wires? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Certainly. 
Mr. TOL\UE (Dra.1rton awl 1'oon·omi!1Ja) 

woulrl like to say a word or two in f'" our of 
J\Ir. Boyce and other electoral registrar; whom 
it has been contended should be dismissed from 
the service for a dereliction of dutv. He and 
many other hon. members had known .l\1r. 
Boyce for a number of year", and he did not 
think there \Vas a n1ore conseientious Governw 
ment official to be found than that gentleman. A 
great many people imagined that, as soon as a 
court was over, the names should be printed by 
the registrar, and should then be ready for 
the election. As far as the Gympie election 
was concerned, he thought any reasonable man 
would come to the conclusion that it was almost 
impossible for the rolls to have g•'t there 
in time. If the court sat on a Tuesday, 
the claims would hav9 to be re;·ised, they 
would have to be written out by the regis­
trar, then they would have to be sent down 
to the Governn1ent Printer in Brisbnne, who 
had generally a lot of work to do, and per­
haps he could not attend to them at once, and 
it might be Friday or Saturday before they were 
printed. Four days was not a great length of 
time in which to send them clown to Brisbane 
and have them returned. \Vith reganl to the 
Dravton and Toowoomba election, the roll~ were 
a week longer in arriving there-on the evening 
before the election took place. Something had 
been said about names being taken off the rolls 
by organisations, but he knew an in:-:.tance where 
the Labour party had gone to a lot of tr<>nble over 
getting :~00 or 400 names off a roll. Of those 
names half were the name,.; of men who had 
shifted from one jJart of the district to another. 
It was not"' wrong thing to draw attention to the 
fact that these men had changed their residence, 
and to give notice of it, but it was a wreng thing 
for the leader of the Labout party to come to 
the House and put all the blame on t.hese organi­
sations, when his own followers had been guilty 
of the same practice. 

J\lr. HARDACRE: \Vhat disttict are you re­
ferring to? 

Mr. TOL::\HE: Drayton and Tllownomba. 
There were n<carly GOO names objected to in 
Angm,t last, and on making inquiries he found 
that about 400 names had been objected to by 
certain gentlemen whom be knew to be con­
nected with the Labour party. 

Mr. MAXWELL : That i• purely an assertion. 
Mr. Bnow~E: Do vou approve of that? 
Mr. TOLMIE sai"d he did not, and he did 

agree with him that names should not be 
taken off the roll when people remained in the 
same community ; but the leader of the Oppo­
sition was wrong in attributing the whole of the 
blame to organisations, the members of which 
differed from him in politics. That was his 
point. 
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Mr. BROWNE: I gave you instances, in their 
own words, where thPy have been doing it. 

Mr. TOL?IHE : After making all due allow­
ances, be thought it would be found that the 
electoral registrars in the various parts of the 
~tate did their duty faithfully and conscien­
tiOusly. The electoral registrar in Toowoomba 
was one of the most con'::icientious men it was 
possible to find in Queenaland. It was a matter 
o4' absolute indifference to him who tbe claimant 
for a .vote was, but if a claim was not properly 
sent m, he would not receive it. It did not 
matter on which side he was. It should also 
be taken into consideration th:>t this official 
was also clerk of petty sessions there and 
~is work was so heavy that a great d~al of 
It had to be done after the regulation hours. 
In the country districts tho'e public •.ervants 

not only worked the regulation hours 
[i) p. m.] but put in a good deal of overtime 

without making a noise :>bout it. 
He th~u~ht it was altogether wrong to blame 
those civil servants and say that because a certain 
duty had not been performed to the satisfaction 
of any particnlar member that civil servant should 
be summarily dismissed, as had been stated that 
afternoon. 

Mr. TURLEY : No one said so. 
ML TOLMIE : The hon. member for Greaory 

stated so. o · 
Mr. TURLEY: No. It was the returning officer 

he spoke of-a man who is not a Government 
servant at all. 

Mr. R~ID (J!!,~ouucra): As far as Mr. Boyce 
and the other officials connected with the adminis­
tration of the Act were concerned he believed 
they did not take sides one way ;,r the other. 
The trouble arose from whltt was known as the 
:'Political Ass" in. the Courier building- employ­
mg deadheltds to piCk up names anywhere and 
from those names being furnished by'the Political 
Ass to t9e department, and from there 
bemg no t1me to verify the information so 
furnished .. Dozens of names had been improperly 
removed m that way. It would be a areat 
deal better in the metropolitan electorat~s if 
the department were tu get the policemen 
and the postmen to give the information as to 
changes of residence. He knew three individuals 
living beside him in 'l'oowong-two of whom had 
a freehold qualification-who had been im· 
properly. kno?ked off, simply bec~nse the 
mformatwn g1ven had not been verified. In 
reference to the Gym pie business and the wire 
Mr. Bytheway received, he saw a copy of the 
wire . that was sh~wn by Mr. By"heway to 
Mr. ::\fulcahy, and It was to this effect-" Roll 
will be there in time for electors to vote." In 
regard to the statement that there was not time 
to return it he J:ad made inquiries, and he knew 
that there was tm1e to have it in Gympie. The 
c?urt in Gym pie was held on a Tuesday. Mr. 
J,ytheway, as so'?n as the court was over, 
forwarded the revJ,ed list to Brisbane · it was 
in Brisbane on \Vednesday; and two mo'nths be­
fore that the roll was set up in the Government 
Pri;rting. Office an? standing in type when being 
rev1sed m Gymp1e. He did not think there 
were more than one or two alterations that re­
quired to be made ; and that would not take a 
"camp." three minutes. After that the forme 
could have been put in the ga!lRy and slips rnn 
off. But it was withheld for some reason or 
other. And the same applied to the Rockhamp­
ton North roll and the Drayton and Toowoomba 
roll. Somehow whenever a roll wa',; delayed it 
told against the Opposition side. If the Gympie 
roll had been there the result would have bt-'Bn 
very different-the majority would have been 
greater. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You would 
have lost. I was there and I know all about it. 

Mr. REID : The hon. gentleman no doubt did 
good work ; but he ( .M:r. Rei cl) was there too, and 
did better. 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: You got the 
roll for Fortitude Valley. 

Mr. REID : That was the only one they could 
bring up. 

The SECHETAHY FOH RAILWAYS : There was 
Drayton and Toowoomba. 

Mr. REID : \Vhoever was to blame for keep­
ing the roll back was deserving of censure. After 
the court had been through the list and decided 
that certain citizens had become electors, neither 
the electoral registrar, nor the Government 
Printer, nor the returning officer had power to 
step in and deprive those men from using their· 
votes. 

Mr. ANXEAR (Maryuorough) wished to say 
a few words in reply to the hon. member for 
Enoggem. He wished to bring under the notice 
of the Home Secretary, if it had not been 
brought under his notice already, a matter of 
considerable importance. The hon. member for 
Enoggera referred to an association which he 
called the "Political Ass," and he said tlmt that 
association employed men to go into hotels and 
stand at the street corners to attest the claim~. 
of men, whether they were qualified or not. 

Mr. REIIl: I never said such a thing. 
Mr. A::-\KEAR: Or knock names off the roll. 

He under,tood the hon. member to "ay that that 
association employed men to knock names off 
the roll, and to place others on. 

Mr. REm: I said to put them off. 
Mr. AXNEAR: \Veil, he would refer to· 

putting men on the roll. He was at Gladstone 
last Saturday, and travelled with two gentlemen 
cunnected with the railway being- constrncted. 
there. Their books would show that men who 
Ci1me from K ew South \V ales, and who had 
never had a vote in Queensland, had had claim% 
attested by a member of the House, a magistrate 
of the territory, who had gone to the different 
camps and attested the claims, which were sent 
in to the registrar at Gladstone. He trusted 
that when the Elgctions Act was amended no 
member of Parliament would be allowed to 
attest claims. 

Mr. REID : Are they not good enough to do it:· 
Mr. ANNEAR: Had that not been the law 

he would noo have had to perform the painful 
duty which he had to perform that afternoon. 
If the leader of the Opposition wanted to purify 
elections, he asked the hon. gentleman to corn· 
mence at home. He hoped the Home Secretary 
would give an assurance that the case he men­
tioned would be inquired into. Under the 
electoral laws, men coming to Queensland-being 
twenty-one years of age-must be six months in 
the colony before they could get their name on 
any roll, and due inquiry must be made by the­
magistrate attesting the claim. Now a great 
number of men on the Gladstone line, whose 
names were attested by a certain member 
of Parliament, had not been working for 
three months on the contract before claims 
to become voters were sent in. He con­
tended that that was wrong. He believed that 
every man who was twenty-one years of age 
should have a vote, but he should get on the roll 
in accordance with the law. His statement could· 
be borne out by applying to the contractors, 
inspecting their pay -sheets, and finding out 
when the men came on to the works. 

Mr. REm : Some were camped there three 
months before work started. 

Mr. ANNEAR: Of course the hon. member 
for Enoggera must find a get out somewhere, 
but in his opinion there was no getting away 
from the statement he had made. He should be· 
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very sorry to "'ttest any man's claim unless he 
made due inquiry, and the applicant made a 
-declaration. 

Mr. REin : Do you mean to say that I signed 
the claims? 

Mr. ANNEAR : No, he did not charge the 
hon. member with that ; be1t knowing as he did 
·the hon. member who did attest the claims, he 
thought he would have been the last man in 
Queensland to attest claims without making due 
inquiry. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The case to 
which the hon. member had referred was largely 
a matter of taste on the part of the member of 
Parliament who attested the claims. 

Mr. REm: It is a matter of law. There is 
no taste about it. 

The HO :VIE SECRETARY: Some hon. mem­
bers might hold the view that there was no 
such thing as good ta"te or bad taste. He held 
different views. He thought a member of 
Parliament should be very careful in certifyin::: 
to electoral claim>'. He was constantly told 
of glaring cases of the kind alluded to by the 
hon. member for l'!Iaryborongh. 

J\Ir. Grn:C'(S : vVh>tt is g·laring about it? 
The HO:VIE SECRETARY: If the inf,>rma­

tion of the hon. member for ::\laryborough was 
right, a more glaring case of roll stuffing could 
.not take place. 

Mr. REm : vVhy do you not prosecute? 
Mr. DUC'(SFORD : There is only his "'socrtion. 

He has no proof. 
Mr. BROWNE : If there has been a breach of 

the law you should prosecute. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Hon. members 

on the other side had yet to learn that when they 
interrupted, and interjected, and made speeches 
by w"'y of interlude while another hon. member 
w"'s speaking, they betrayed the fact to the 
House and the public th"'t what was being '·aid 
was getting "home." He always knew when 
non. members opposite began to feel keenly 
what was being said. They attempted to drown 
the voice of the speaker by their incessant inter­
jections. He said again th"'t if the information 
of the hon. member for l'IIaryborough was correct, 
and upon that he passed no judgment whatever, 
"' more gl,.ring case of roll stuffing could not 
be imagined, and, if it was true, the member 
of the House who was concerned should be dis­
.charged from the commission of the peace. But 
until the matter came before him in some other 
form, he did not see how he could deal with it. 
It was no part of his duty to run about finding 
out whether magistrates were doing that which 
they oughtJ not to do-abusing the privileges 
given to them by their high and important office. 
If he had the consciences of all the magistrates 
in his keeping, he should have nothing else to do. 
He h"'cl not, thank goodness. 

::\Ir. REm: A good job for the magistrates. 
The HOME ~ECRETARY : And a very 

good job for him. Kow, he wanted to have a 
word or two about the Gym pie case. The hon. 
member for Enoggera had posed as one who had 
special knowledge of what was going on in the 
Principal Electoral Registrar's office and the 
Government Printing Office. 

1\Ir. REm: No, I did not. 
The HOME flECRETARY: The hon. mem­

ber posed in that way, because he used some 
technicalities in his speech about what a man 
could do, and what was done, and what w"'s not, 
the assumption being that he had all these 
things at his fingers' ends. 

Mr. REID : There was no assumption what­
ever. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber assumed to know that it would have been 
the simplest thing in the world for the roll to 
have been forwarded from the returning officer. 

l\lr. REm: He sent it on vVednesday. 
The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. ~?,"entle­

man, with all his knowledge, had yet to learn 
that the returning officer had nothing to do with 
it. It was the function of the electoral rPgistrar 
to send the roll on to the Principal Electoral 
Registrar, who in his turn sent it on to the 
printing office. 

Mr. REID : It used to be that way, so there is 
no need to quibble about it. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY : How long ago? 
Mr. REil>: In the last Act. 
The HOME SECRETARY: No, the hon. 

gentleman was not right there. The hon. gentle­
man had used some technical phra,es, which he 
had probably got at the printing office, but who­
ever was hiR inforrnant, he was wrong. The 
hon. member should have known that the last 
Elections Act which was paos~d re.ctuired that 
the new bi-monthly roll should be embodied 
with or consolid,.ted with the previous bi­
monthly roll. 'l'he whole thing had to be re­
cast because we now bad to have only one 
additional roll. The hon. member ventured 
somewhat rashly, prompted no doubt by the fact 
that he (the Home Secretary) was under the 
impression that it \\:lS impoc.sible for him to 
obtain a copy of the telegram, gave his version 
of the telegram which was sent by the Principal 
Electoralltegistrar about four clays previous to 
the election, and which was referred to by the 
hon. member for Gympie, who, though he had a 
copy of it, did not produce it. One hon. member 
did not produce the copy of a telegram that he 
had, and the other hon. member, from his 
regretting that he had not a copy, thought he 
could not get one, and gave his version of it. 

l\Ir. Ht:rn : Could I have done more or less? 
The HOME SECRETc\RY: The hon. mem­

ber must not ask him whether he could have 
done more or loss. He (the Home Secretary) said 
that he was not aware of any such telegram as 
that referred to by the hon. member for Gympie 
being sent, but he would read another telegram 
which was sent. Its contents were to this 
effect--

Mr. GIYENS: Give us the exact words, not the 
effect. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He would give 
the exact words as they had come to him. They 
had just been received by telephone from the 
office, and without absolutely guaranteeing their 
absolute accuracy, he would give them as he had 
received the1n. Thev \Vere : " ... ~rlditional ~June 
roll will not be available for use on Satnrdav." 

::\IE}!BERS of the Opposition: Oh, oh!- and 
Ministerial laughter. 

An HoNOt:RABLE l\IEliJBER: There must have 
heen a second telegram. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Very well; he 
would make further inquiries, and the hon. 
member should have all he knew about it. 

l'!Ir. HEm : There were two wires. 
'l'he HOME SECRE'l'ARY: I know nothing 

about the other. 
Mr. Mt:LOAHY: 'Will not the Home Secretary 

give us the other one? 
:Nlr. REm : TherP were two sent. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Oh, that is too 

thin. 
Mr. MLLCAHY: You will find it is too thick yet. 
Mr. HElD : The Home Secretary seemed to 

insinuate that he wished to give some of his 
officers the. lie. That was not so. He had 
spoken from his recollection of the telegram, and 
if the hon. gentleman produced it he would find 
th"'t it was more or less on the lines he had stated. 
He was positive that the wire he referred to 
stated that the roll would be available on the 
Saturday. He forgot the date of that wire, but 
it was sent, and he obtained a copy of it from 
Mr. Bytheway. 
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The SECRETARY >'OR RAILWAYS: How do you 
know it was the Government? 

Mr. REID: He saw Mr. }lnlcahy write from 
the original telegram, ancll'.Ir. Bytheway showed 
him the copy of it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He must ha Ye been an 
incorrert copyist. 

Mr. REID : At first there was no telegram. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGJtiOliLTliRE: It is quite 

the opposite to the telegram you allege to have 
been sent. 

Mr. REID : \Vhen the Home Secretary said 
that no such telegram was sent, it was before he 
(J\Ir. Reid) gaYe what he considered the gist of 
the wire. lf the Home Secretary made inquiries 
he would find that the fir,,t wire, as far as his know­
ledge went, was to the effect that he had given. 
He challenged the Home Secretary to produce 
that wire. 

The HmrE SECRETARY : Oh, you shall have 
that, too. 

Mr. REID: It was no use the Home Secre­
tary trying to humbug him by saying that he 
assumed he knew all abont the printing office 
and the office of the electoral registrar. All he 
had said could have been said bv anyone who 
knew anything about a printing office. He chal­
lenged the bon. gentleman to prove that what 
he had said was wrong. It was the custom for 
the electoral rolls to be set up from the manu­
script, and were kept there until they had been 
revised by the court. He contended that, in the 
Gym pie case, if the Government had liked they 
could have had the rolls sent there in time. The 
additional roll could have been sent to assist 
those people to get their Yotcs. To say that he 
went rnund about the printing otRce, or any 
other office, was all nonsense. He knew what 
they did, and what he had stated was correct. 

JI.Ir. J. HA:\IILTO:\' (Cook): It had occurred 
to him when the hon. gentleman was speaking 
that he appeared to be peculiarly intimate with 
the cletailh uf the Government Printing Office. 

Mr. RElD: That is only your suspicions mind. 
}Jr. J. HA:\IILTOK : As to what the 

Political Association had done, it a]Jpeared to him 
that they had only done what was correct­
namely, having ascertained that certain names 
should not bP. on tbe roll, they had intimated to 
the electoral registrar that they had reason to 
believe chat certain persons had left the district. 
He could not see that there was anything 
improper in that ; he thought it was very desir­
able. He recollected years ago, on one occasion 
they had fifty men who were said to be 
householders, and it was found that they lived in 
one house, which contained only one bed. 

l'IIr. Rmn: That never was proved. It is only 
an assertion. 

Mr. ,J. HA:\IILTO~ : Hon. gentlemen on the 
other side were continually making agsertions, 
and they expected other hon. members to accept 
them without adequate proof. \Vhen a member 
on his side of the House made a statement they 
always called out that it had never been proved. 
\Vhy were not they as particular on their own 
si:1e aJ they were with members on tt:e Govern­
ment side' They had had no corroborative 
proof of the assertion made by the hon. gentle. 
men on the other sir! e. 

Mr. KEHR: \Vhat about California Valley? 
JI.Ir .. J. HAMILTON: ~Well, California Gully 

was a place where he believed )50 
[5·30 p.m.] men had such a regard for him that 

they rose from their graves to Yote 
for him and were never seen again. (Laughter.) 

lYir. REm: No wonder you got in when the 
angels came to vote for you. 

Mr. ,J. HAMILTON: The Elections Quali­
fication-3 Uornnlittee was a "hanging corn~ 
mittee " so far as he was concerned, because the 

majority of its members were from the other· 
side, but not one of them inferred in any way 
that he bad anything to do with the resurrection, 
and they also stated that, independent of those· 
men, he was several hundreds ahead. That was. 
all about California Gully, and he only hoped 
that he would always have as loyal supporters. 
(Laughter.) \Vith regard to the Political 
Association, from his point of view, they were 
rather too impartial, because they actually 
struck his name off. He was supposed to have 
l6!ft when he had only shifted to the other side 
of the street. 

Mr. REIIJ: It might not have been the­
association that struck you off. 

::\Ir .. J. HAMILTON: Ye", it was. It was 
a case of "Et tu, Brute !"-that men on his own 
side struck him off. They could not complain of 
members or political supporters on either side 
calling the attention of the registrars to persons 
whom they believed to have departed-and when 
they did that they generally selected the names. 
of men belonging to the other side-because 
that was not sufficient, as the electoral registrar, 
according to the Act, had then to make inquiries~ 
and call upon the police to verify the informa­
tion. If the police verified it even that was not 
sufficient, because the registrar had then to 
write to those people asking them if they were 
dead or if they had left the district, and if he 
failed to get a reply he then advertised the 
names two months before any action was taken, 
so that if any impropriety occurred it was the· 
fault of the electoral registrars in not doing what 
the Act prescribed they should do. 

Mr. BRO\VKE wished to take notice of the 
remarks made by the hon. member for Mary­
borough, Mr. Annear. The hon. member had 
made a very serious charge with regard to a 
member on that side going up to Gladstone and 
putting a lot of men on the roll who were not 
qualified. The Home Secretary said at once that, 
it was a matter of taste. So far as regarded 
member' witnessing claims, it might be a matter 
of taste. :For his part he had witnessed hundreds 
of claims, and he would continue to do so in 
places where no magistrate lived, or where they 
could not get electoral claim forms, until he was. 
stopped. 

Mr. J AOKsos : I have done the 'am e. 
Mr. REm: So has the junior member for the· 

Valley. 
.Mr. l\foMASTER : Yes. 
Mr. BROWSE: But, with regard to men 

making false declarations to get their names on 
the roll, that was not a matter of taste at all. 
It was a distinct breach of the law; and, if thF 
bon. member who made that assertion knew it 
to be a fact, it was his duty to give tbe Home 
Secretary a statem'ent in writing at once, giving 
the names of the men who had made the false de· 
claratious, and also the name of the justice of tbe 
peace who witnessed them knowing the declara­
tions to be false. If the hon. member was a man 
he would back up what he said on the floor of 
the House by at once doing that. 

M>. ANNEAR : It can be backed up in the 
revision court right enough. 

::\Ir. REm: You are not game. 
il-Ir. ANNEAR: I am game to do anything you 

are, anyway. 
Mr. BROW:'-<E: The hon. member made a 

distinct charge of perjury against a number of 
men who were working on the Gladstone line, 
and he also made a charge of conniving at that 
perjury against a member of the House. 'vV ell, 
if the hon. member was game enough to do that, 
he should be man enough to see it out to the 
hitter end. If a charge was made to the Home 
Secretary against a member of that House-he 
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did not care which side he sat on--of having de­
graded his position by conniving- at perjury, then 
it would be the bonnclen duty of the· Home 
Secretary to take "'ction. 

HoNOL'llABLE :\IE~IBERs: Hear, hear! 
Mr. A.Nl'\EAR: It was all verv well for the 

leader of the Opposition to chalienge him to do 
this or that. The stat.ement he made could be 
proved by the books of the contractor,. 

Mr. '\V. HA:mLTOX: Did they swear they had 
been working for the contracoors for six months? 
Mi((ht they not have been in the district? 

Mr. Al'\1'\.EA.R : The contract only began 
four months ago, and it wa~ some 'veeks since 
those claims were filled. Many of the men who 
put in those claims came from Kew South \Vales 
or the other colonies, and had never been on a 
rull in Queensland. 

:\Ir. REm : Pl'Osecute them, then. 
Mr. A~NEAR : That was the duty of the 

Government. If the hon. member thought 
he was goip.g to act as public prosecutor, 
he was makmg a great mistake. He repeated 
that he was up at Gladstone last Saturday, and 
it was common property to all the residents of 
Glad·,tone. Let the Home Secretary ask to see 
the books of the contractors and the claims, and 
he would see that the claims were signed by men 
who bad not been two months in the district. 

Mr. BROW~E: \V ell commit them for perjnry. 
The HOJ:IIE 8:ECRETAHY wished to make 

his position clear in the matter. He was certainlv 
not going to institute proceedings against any 
applimtnts for the franchise, or against any 
member of the magistracy, on any statement 
which might be made under privilege in that 
Chamber. 
Ho~OL'RABLE l\IE}!BERS: Hear, hear ! 
The RO!YH~ SECRETARY: They were deal­

ing with a totally different set of circumstances 
there from that upon which he could act. If the 
statements of the hon. member for Maryborough 
were correct, they would probably be substan­
tiated, as the hon. member said, in the revision 
court, which, he presumed, would be held in 
regard to the claims. 'rhey might or might not 
be, but he was assuming that they would. If 
they should he agreed with the leader of the 
Opvosition that it would be the duty of the 
Home Secretary or the Chief Secretary to ask 
the lllagistrate who had exercised his particular 
functions in regard to those claim' for an explana­
ti?n, but he ce~tainly would not do anything 
Without first askmg h1m for such explanation as 
he might be able to give. It wa,; a very good 
thing in administration to recollect the fine old 
proverb, "Audi alteram Partem"-" Hear the 
other ~id e." -

Mr. RYLAXD (Gznnpi') said he knew nothing 
about tbe assertion of the hon. member for 
Iviaryborough, :Mr. Annear, that men had got 
on this roll who had been in the electorate for 
only a couple of months. He was probably the 
member the hon. member for :\Iaryborough re­
ferred to. He was in Gladstone two months 
ago, previous to the last registration court being 
held. He had held a public meeting there, and 
after the meeting a large number of people came 
to him to have their claims attested. In no case 
did he attest any claims without haYing first 
read over the claims after they had been filled 
in, or without having fully explained the re­
SlJ<msibility, ttnd only after having made in­
quiries about their residence qualification for the 
electorate. 

Mr. I•'ORSYTH : '\Vhere did you inquire? 
1Vlr. RYLAND: From those who were mak­

ing the affirmations, and in a good n1anv cases 
he had refused to attest claims, after he had 
found that the term of residence did not satisfy 
him. He thought he had signed over fifty claims, 
and when it was taken into consideration that 

there were over 400 men working on that line,. 
he did not think that that was an unusual num­
ber to sign. He was very particular about sign­
ing these claims. At the meeting he had been 
asked if he was prepared to attest claims, as. 
there was a great difficulty for some of these 
men to get on the roll. 

The SECRETARY ]'Qlt RAILWAYS: '\V ere not both 
the contractors justices of the peace? 

Mr. RYLAND said he did not know; but he 
had replied that he believed that if these men 
were qualified to vote that their names should 
have been put on the roll. '\V hen the privilege· 
or right to become a justice of the peace had 
been extended to members of Parli>tment it was 
professedly in order that members of Parliament 
should be iu a position to attest claims in outside 
districts where there was no justice of the peace, 

Mr. ANNEAR : How long ago was this public 
meeting held that you refer to? 

Mr . .l:tYLAND: Over two months ago. 
Mr. ANNEAR : I was speaking about the rail­

way camps. 
Mr. RYLAND referred to the meeting he 

held at the 11-Mile on the Gladstone line. He 
had always been very chary about signing claims. 
in his own electorate. Many people had asked 
him to do that, but he had told them that he did not 
think it was a right thing for a member of a dis­
trict to do in his own electorate, but he said that 
he was prepared to attest claims in any elec­
torate outside his own. However, he had 
attested them in a few such cases because he· 
had found that there were no justices of the 
peace in the district. He did not see that there 
was anything wrong in that. He remembered a 
very significant remark being made in the House 
by Sir ::lamuel Griffitb. Complaints had been 
made that justices of the peace in the colony 
of queensland had been asked to attest 
claims, and that they had refused to do so, and 
Sir Samuel Griffi th made this very pertinent 
remark: "Give the names of these gentlemen 
to me and I will deal with them." He thought 
it wa,; the duty of justices of the peace to attest 
claims, and that they would be failing in their 
duty if they did not. If the House decided that 
it was not a proper thing for members of 
Parliament to attest these claims, that wa,; 
another thin!!. He was not ashamed of what he 
had done. He believed that every man who had 
a proper qualification that should enable him to 
get on the roll should have every opportunity 
for getting on the roll. If the hon. member for 
1\Iaryboroug-h, IVIr. Annear, knew of any cases 
of false declarations having been made, it was 
only right that they should be dealt with. 
He did not at all believe in men making 
false declarations or false affirmations, for that 
would be committing breaches of the Act. He 
thought he bad given an explanation that should 
satisfy the hon. member for Maryborough. '\V hen 
he was in Maryborough not long ago, a gentle­
man asked him to attest some claims, and after 
making inquiries, he found that the men making 
the claims were qualified to be on the roll. He 
did not attest the claims until after he had made 
fuli inquiries. He had made inquiries from several 
business people at G lad~tone, 'llld had found 
that one man was well acquainted with every 
man working on that rail way-that he was 
acquainted with them personally-as he supplied 
them with newspaper and other literaturo, and 
being a storekeever, he supplied them with 
goods, so that he ought to have known whether 
these men had remained the full time in the 
elect8rate, whether six or three months, as the 
case might be. 

The SEC.l:tETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon .• J. Leahy, Bulloo) thought that everybody 
had anticipated that there would be some dis­
cussion on the Home Secretary's Estimates on 
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this item, but he did not think it was anticipated 
that it would be of this nature altogether, and 
the discussion might be interesting from a variety 
of views. \Vhen the leader of the Opposition 
was speaking- he made certain statements to 
which he (iVJr. Leahy) said "hear, hear." He 
said that if certain things occurred it was the 
duty of certain persons to ta.ke certain action, 
but when the Home Secretary said he was not 
going to take any action on anything said under 
the p~i ~ilege of ~hi~, House, th~ leader of the 
OppositiOn also sa1d hear, hear. 

1\Ir. BROWNE: If charges were made. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Charges had been made. A charge had been 
made by the hon. mem!::er for Maryborou~h, .Mr. 
An near and as far as he knew the first tune the 
leader ~f the Opposition made a statement it 
was entirely on the strength of the charges 
made. If it wn,s true that it was the duty of the 
Home Secretary to do so-and-so, he (Mr. Leahy) 
said "hear, hear." He could a~ sure hrm. gentle­
men that he 'Nould make inquiry into any 
m 1tter connected with rail ways that was brought 
before him, whether made privately or not-that 
jt would not e',c"pe his memory if something 
was said to him here. He had been np to 
Gladstone and Rockhampton frequently of late, 
and in travelling round the'e districts he had 
heard certain statements. \Vhether they were 
true or not, he did not know; he could only 
form his own opinion as to how far he could dis­
count them. He had heard that the hon. gen­
tleman who had just sat down witnessed a gre:~t 
many claims, and he had been told that a great 
many of the persons making these claims had 
not the necessary qualification at the time. 
However, he expressed no opinion on that, 
and he thought that the hon. gentleman, 
from his own point of view, gave a fairly 
satisfactory explanation of what he had done. 
That was to say, that the men had been in the 
district some time before they commenced work­
ing for the contractors. He could understand 
them having the necessary qualification in that 
case· but he was informed that a great many of 
then; were not. He had had some experience as 
a magistrate, but he did not think he had ever 
witnessed a claim in his owu electorate smce he 
became a member. He had not witne<sed a 
claim for years till to-day, when a man camP to 
him with a claim and s<1id he could not find a 
magistrate to witness it, and it was the last day 
and nearly the last minute. In connection 'Yith 
witnes~ing claims there was a very .ser1ous 
re;ponsibility thrown on a magistrate. ::"iot 
only were his functions judicial, but there 
was a point of honour involved, and there 
was also a com1non~sense point of view for 
him to take. 'l'here was an obli~ation upon him 
as a magistrate to satisfy himself that the claim 
was a just one, and in so doing he had to take 
steps to r::et the most reliable information he 
could get. If a man came to him to get him to 
witness a claim for him, and said he had lived a 
certain time in a certain district, and there was 
a man living next door who knew him, and be 
had an opportunity of asking that man who 
lived next door, he would not witness the claim, 
if he had no knowledge himself, till he had asked 
the other man. That was one of the ohlig~ttions 
imposed on a magistrate-that he must satisfy 
himself with the best information obtainable. 
But if an hon. member departed from the judicial 
position and went about canvassing as an 
agent--

An HoNOURABLE lYIE)IBER: Touting ! 
The S:ECRETAR Y BOR RAILWAYS : He 

was not saying the hon. member did that ; but 
if an hon. mPmber left his judicial position 
behind him-if his mind was in that condition 

that he was going abont as an agent _or a pro~;Ja­
gandist, he should not carry the magis~r.ate w1th 
him. He should separate the two pos1twns. If 
he occupied the position of a jndge he was a bad 
propagandist; and if he wen~ !'s a pr.opagandist 
he would subordinate the pos1t10n of JUdge. As 
to rambling about the coun~ry witne~sing claims, 
as the Home Secretary sa1d, questwns of taste 
came in there. 

An HoNOCRABLE :MEMBER: Are men's names 
not to be put on the roll? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
was not passing judgment on the hon. member 
at all. He was merely laying clown w~at 
appeared to him to be the .abstract rule whwh 
should uovern the..se ca,,es w1th honourahle men. 
Tf he w~nt into the country as a propagandist to 
get names put on the roll, holding str~ng 
opinions on his side of the House-but not bemg 
more of a party man than the hon. member him­
self-though he claimed to have the average 
a,1uount of con1mon~3ense and strength 0~1 charac~ ter he ventured to 'ay that he woula be led 
aw~y. There was not~!ng more cert.ain in l!fe 
than that if a man's mterest came m confhcu 
with his duty, his opinion would gener~lly be. in 
the same direction as his interest. Even with 
the best intention a man's judgment would 
become warped under the circumstance·'· A 
man very often had the peculiarity of making 
his moral faculties sn bordinate to the other facul­
ties, and he thought under the circumstances it 
was not possible for a strong party man to go 
abont the country for the spemal purpose. of 
putting names on the roll and at the same t1me 
act judicially. An hon. member had asked, by 
way of interjection, if men should go Without 
having their names on the roll. They should 
not. But there was the franchise, and :vhether 
it was liberal or restricted, they, as legislators, 
should be loyal to the laws of the country .. And 
it had to be proved yet that any persons to~r~, 
who had a right to be on the roll, had any diffi­
culty in getting their chims signed. If the bon. 
member went up and there were no magistrates 
in Gladstone ora;ound there, andifthecont~actors 
were not magistrates, and the men were d~med the 
right of making application to have the1~ names 
on the rull, while men had an upportumty per­
soually of knowing whether the1r statements 
were rig-ht or wrong, then the hon. m<;mber 
would be justified in going a long way to w:tness 
those claims. J5ut did the hon. gentleman say 
he inquired of either of the contractors whether 
they would certify tlut the men were qualified 
by residence~ He did not say so. There were 
sfweral macrlStrates 1n Gladstone, and, even 
assuming th';..t those men were 11 miles outside 
Gladstone at the time to which he referred, he 
thought they were in camp only a few miles 
outside Gladstone waiting for the contractors to 
commence and thev had to go into Gladstone 
for their s~pplies. X early all the storekeepers in 
Gladstone were magistrates, and .tho~e local 
men bad an opportunity of know;ng 1f tho~e 
claimants were sufficiently long m the drs­
trict to entitle them to be on the roll. There 
was no evidence that they had made application 
to the local magistrates, and. that .the !ocal 
magistrates bad refused to certify thmr claims ; 
and what justification was t_h~re for ~o.mebody 
outside holding strong pol!twal opmwns to 
witness those claims when there were any 
amount of other men capable of performing 
the functions because they had local know­
ledge? 1'hey, however, had not witnessed the 
claims. Probably they had knowledge th.at the 
men had not heen resident long enough m the 
district If the hon. member was right in his 
contention he brought a very serious charge 
against tb~ magistrates of the district. Taking 
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an impartial view of it as any outsider might 
take, he thought the hon. mem­

[7 p.m.] ber ought to be able to show that 
the magistmtes in that district 

refused to perform their duties-that was to say 
that they were waitPd upon by the gentlemen 
who wished to get upon the roll, and refused to 
perform the duty cast upon them by the Elec­
tions Act ,£ making due inquiry into' the claims 
of those persons who wisLed to get upon the 
roll. If they had the means of going before 
local magistrates and did not do so, that in itself 
would be strong presumptive evidence that the 
magistrates knew more than the claimants 
wanted them to know. He did not know how 
any magis• rate, knowing a man to be resident 
of a district, could refuse to certify to his 
claim for registration. If the local magistrates 
refused to perform their magist• rial functions 
and consider the claims pu~ before them, having 
regard to the facts and mrcumstances and evi­
dence, it would be a fair case to bring before the 
Home SecrPtary, and have an inquiry made as 
to whether they did their cluty or not; but until 
some case was made out ihat the men concerned 
applied to the local magistrates, who had refused 
to do their duty, there was no jns• ification for 
an outsider coming in amongst those !Jeople, of 
w~on; ~e had no pcrwn!'l knowledge, and acting 
a Judtmal or propagandtst part, or a combination 
of both. It seemed ,-ery much akin to what was 
known as packing the bench-that was, when 
a mag1strate came from a long dietance and took 
up a position on the bench, where he had not 
been accu"tomed to adjudicate, for the express 
purpose of taking part in the decision of a par­
ticular case. Now, if it so happened that the 
local magistrates had refused to do their duty 
and complaint was made to the Home Secre: 
tary, he ventured to say that he would have 
sent up :\fr. Yaldwyn, or some other competent 
officer, tcJ decide the caees of a great body of 
men who claimed to vote, and that whatever 
officer so sent wnuld have acted in a thoroughly 
jurlicie1 and impartial manner. He would not 
say more on that subject'at present. He wanted 
to come back to what h"d been said about a 
number of men who had been struck off the 
roll, whether rightly or wrongly he was not pre­
pared to 'ay. As far as he could make out, the 
P~""'!ns on the roll who had sympathies with 
h1s s1de of the Honse sutiered a great deal more 
in that respect than those who had sympathies 
with the views of the other side. 

Mr. REin: No, no. 
The SEURErARY FOR RULWAYS: He 

said that deliberately. He had been over the 
rolls very carefully, and affirmed that that was 
so. Of course objPctions \ver8 taken t.o a lat·ge 
number of names of per,;ons on both s1rles who, 
perhaJ", had never lost their qualifications, but 
how cnuld they get over that? How could the 
registrar be blamed? The Act did not confer 
judicial functions nl.'on the registrar. It simpl:v 
Imposed certam obhgatwns upon him. He had 
to make inquiry. If he made inquiry from any 
information which c ,me to him from a reputable 
quarter, that was all he could be expected to do 
and it was not his duty to adjudicateupon whethe; 
thP information was ri~ht or wrong. He simply 
had t" perf»rm the obligations imposed npnn him 
by the Act by la:ving the information which be 
received in good faith before the duly constituted 
tribunal which had to come to a conclusion as to 
whether persons were qualified to be on the roll 
or not. It was not the duty of the registrar to 
adjudicate. He had definite duties in the way 
of making inquiry cast upon him, and if persons 
gave him false information, whether they did it 
intentionally or not, the registrar was not to 
blame. The information was placed at his dis­
posal, and it was his duty to put a challenge 
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before the name of the person concerned, and 
lay the matter before the properly constituted 
court for decision. They had had some very 
interesting evidence brought before them during 
the debate. They had had evidence which he 
had never been able to get either as a member 
of Parliament or even as a Minister. They 
were told exactly the condition of things in the 
Government Printing Office ; they were told the 
exact official telegrams sent by the electoral 
regiotrar to a Government officer, and he ven­
tured to say that pereons who were in a position 
to get such exact information in reference to 
telegrams passing between officers of the Govern­
ment were at no disadvantage. He did not know 
the person in question, but he thought when 
the information did come it was his duty to say 
so-and-so without showing the telegram. If a 
man showed one official telegram he-would show 
another. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Three days before the 
election. 

Mr. REm : I said he was bmy that morning 
when he showed the two wires. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: Yes, giving out ballot­
papers. 

Mr. REm : What else would he do? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: All 
they knew was that certain information was. 
given both inside and outside the Chamber, and 
he contended that a party who were in a position 
to get that information supplied to them were at­
no disadvantage with the officers of the depart­
ment. He did not know whether Mr. Boyce had 
very much to do with it ; he bad known him for 
a very long time, and be did not know that there· 
was any other officer in the Gover·nment service 
who endeavoured to carry out his duties with• 
greater thoroughness ~nd impartiality. He did1 
not think the hon. gentlemen opposite had ar,y­
reason tocomplainabouthisconduct. With regard 
to getting names on the roll and getting them 
off, he thought the hon. members opposite were 
as much concerned in that as any other hon. 
;nemb~rs. They boasted on their platforms and 
m their speeches about what a wonderful organi­
sation the~ had, and he believed that they had 
taught the1r opponents some le.sons in organisa­
tion. _After all, he did not think it was a very 
great m convenience for a man living in North 
Brisbane or in the V alley to be called upon to 
show that his narr;e was entitled to be on the 
roli; it was no great hard•hip, and it tended to 
the purity of the rolls. The whole conduct of 
Parliame!lt might depend upon lOO votes. In 
Gym pie, the result of the election only dep<mded 
upon three or four votes, and in North Rock­
hampton it was onl:v a question of one or two. 
Thc•1e few votes might constitute the majority 
and might in that way influence the whole cours~ 
of iegislation. He thoug-ht it was necessary that 
every man who had not a qualification shOL1ld be 
struck off the roll, and t bat all who had the 
qmtlincation should have their names put upon 
the roll. Speaking for himself, he had no desire 
to hold any seat in the House unless he was 
there representing the majority of his con­
stituents. He did not think that the hon. mem­
bers ''pposite had any right to complain or make 
any charges against thP Government side of the 
House, or their administration, with regRrd to 
getting men on or < ff the roll. HA would not 
m~ntion any other cases, but he would say that 
th1s case of Rockhampton K orth did not stand 
isolated in any way. 

Mr. REm: Duck Creek, for instance. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 

was not referring to Duck Creek. He did not 
know any part of the country where a man 
would have to wait six months before he could 
get a justice of the peace. 
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Mr. BROWNE : How is it they do not require 
any of these regulations in the other colonies? 

The HoME SECRETARY : Their rolls are not in 
such a good state as ours are. {Opposition 
laughter.) 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: He 
was not at the present time going into the ques­
tion of what the conditions were in the other 
colonies, but he would remind the hon. member 
that in New Ze:>land there was no revision by a 
court at all. This duty was discharged by the 
registrar, and he did it in a way which was not 
at all judicial. He thought the House would 
object very strongly to the revision of the rolls 
being- left in the hands of any single man, with­
out having any evidence to guide him, as was 
the case in New Zeahmd. He thought a very 
strong objection would be mised to the appoint­
ment of such an officer. He did not think Lhe 
New Zealand system was a good one; on the 
other hand, he thought it was a very bad one. 
There were some other matters he would have 
liked to refer to, but he did not wish to occupy 
any more time. He would certainly have liked 
to have heard the North Rockhampton case re­
ferred to, and he would have likecl to have heard 
what the hon. 1r.ember for that district had to say 
about it. 

Mr. BROWNE : It is hardly fair to ask the hon. 
member. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: As 
the case was sub judice, the bun. member was 
quite right in not rising to speak about it. In 
-connection with the Gyrnpie business, he would 
remind hon. members that Mr. Fisher, the late 
member, and now a member of the Federal 
Parliament, was a pretty smart man. He was a 
very capable politician, and had no doubt weighed 
the chances of the election to the fullest extent. 
He was not asleep ; he knew exactly about these 
rolls, and he fixed the time exactly when he 
would resigu. 

Mr. REID : No, he did not. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

Then he had less political foresight than he gave 
him credit for. 

Mr. REID: He made a promise and kept it. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: So 

did the hon. member for the V alley make 
a prmnise. 

Mr. McDONNELL : If you are speaking about 
Mr. Higgs, the late member for the V alley, he 
made no promise about resigning. 

The SECRETARY JTOR RAILWAYS: 
How do vou know? 

Mr. 1\lcDoNNELL: I lmow. I am quite posi­
tive. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
They all knew that the thing was engineered. 
They might take Gympie or North Rockhamp­
ton, and there was no telling how the votes would 
have gone. 'fhe Home Secretary had explained 
that there were only two or three weeks out of 
eight in which an election could have been held 
without the same obj,ction being raised. He 
had no doubt that Mr. Fisher calculated all the 
chances. 

Mr. REm: No, he did not. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 

Then he had less political foresight than he 
thought he had. He was quite sure the hrm. 
member for Enoggera would have done so. He 
would have fixed his time to resign, and he 
would have timed it so as to give his party the 
best political results. He had no doubt that in 
the case of the Valley, so far as possible, the 
time was calculated. It was held over indefi­
nitely for the simple purpose of get.ting every 
available man on the V alley roll that was 
,entitled to vote. If that election had taken 
place under similar circumstances to those at 
•Gympie, they would have been told that Mr. 

Mc:Yiaster was returneo because the quarterly 
roll was not in use ; but there the quarterly roll 
was in use, and be (the Secretary for Railways) 
believed that the result showed the returning 
comnwn sense of the people of this country. 
(Opposition laughter.) He ventured to assert 
that if the quarterly rolls had been in use at 
Gym pie and at North Rockhampton the electors 
would have given another proof of their return­
ing common sense. 'fhe other side only got the 
seat at Gympie by the skin of their teeth. He 
would say nothing about Rockh9,mpton North, 
as the case was sub judice ; but those places 
were strongholds of L ',bour, and they were 
sbaken to their foundations. Under those cir­
cumstances, he did not think that members on 
the other side should waste the time of the 
Committae and of the country as they had been 
doing by making charges that had no foundation 
whatever. There was a great deal in making 
statements of tha" kind and getting them into 
Hansa1·d, and leading people to believe that they 
were a suffering party-that tbev were s:>t upon 
by the whole of the Ministerial forces. They 
were making an ad mise1·icordiam appeal to the 
electors of the country, and he ventured to say 
that it was only made for political purposes, 
although he bad no grievance against them on 
that account. 

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns) did not think the Secre­
tary for Rail ways was correct in speaking of a. 
justice of the peace acting in a judicial capacity 
when he attested electoral claim forms. The 
hon. gentleman said that a justice of the peace 
always acted in a judicial capacity. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR RAILWAY~: He is sup­
posed to. 

Mr. GIVENS: He was not supposed to. If 
the hon. gentleman consulted the legal 
authorities at his di•posal, he would find that a 
justice of the peace acted in two capacities­
jurlicial and ministerial--and when he attested a 
claim form he was moot decidedly acting in a 
mini"terial capacity. If he was acting in a 
judicial capacity, he wovld have to call evidence 
for and against. 

The SECRETARY E'OR RAILWAYS : He mnst 
satisfy himself that he has judicial evidence. 
He must weigh the evidence. 

Mr. GIVENS: He supposed that the hon. 
gentleman would tell them that if a magistrate 
sat on an inquiry, like a coroner, he was acting 
in a judicial capacity. 

lYir. J. HAMILTON: Yes. He takes sworn 
evidence. 

:Mr. G IVEKS : The decision of the highest 
legal authority in tbe State was that, even when 
a magistrate took evidence, he was not always 
acting in a jndicial capacity, but in a ministerial 
capacity. That had been held by no less an 
authority than the Attorney-General last year. 
Tbat hon. gentleman held that wben a bench of 
magistrates was sitting on a ca,se which involved 
very serious issues-perhaps imprisonment for a 
number of people-they were only acting in a 
mini•terial capacity, inasruuch as it was only 
their bnsiness to say whether a p1"i1nCl jacie case 
had been made out or not. Nohody knew that 
better than the i:lecretary for Railways, but he 
was only indulging in a bit of special pleading 
for the purpose of getting it into Hansa1·d and 
gulling the people outside. Now, the complaint 
made by the hon. member for 1\faryborough 
against the senior member for Gympie was that 
when he was up on the railway line at Glad­
stone he attested some claim forms with a view 
to assisting citizens to obtain their citizens' 
rights. They had been told by the hon. member 
for Maryborough that a large number of people 
had recently come from New South Wales, and 
were working on the ra.ilway. One of the main 
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arguments used last year in support of the con­
structionofrai!w:1ys, and in support of the pa"''age 
of private rail way Bills, was that they would find 
work for the unemployed of Queenshnd, but it 
now appeared that they had only been finding 
work for the unemployed of New South \Vales. 
There was no doubt whatever that the hon. 
member for Gympie was performing a public 
duty in assisting these men tc get on the roll, 
and it had always been the aim and object of 
hnn. members sitting on that side to do that. 
He had witnessed scores of claims, and it was a 
matter of perfect indifference to him what their 
political opinions were so long as he was satisfied 
that they were entitled to get on the roll. It 
appPared on the other hand that hon. members 
Dn the other side placed every possible difficulty 
in the way of men obtaining their citizens' right 
unless they happened to be their political 
friends. 

'rhe HoME SECRETARY: You have no founda­
tion for that statement. 

Mr. G IVENS : He would ehow some founda­
tion for it before he had finished. The matter 
of surprise to him was th>tt the people were able 
to return one of themselves to represent them, 
seeing the enormou• difficulties which were 
placed in their way by the other side. The 
Home Secretary, a little while ago, stated that 
the Principal Electoral Registrar never issued 
anything but general instructions to the electoral 
registrars. He would draw the hon. gentleman's 
attention to the fact that there was one par­
ticular man on the roll in this State who never 
had any right to be there. He was never a 
British citizen, but an alien. Yet he was on the 
roll, and was kept there for years and years, and 
voted, and was on the committee of l\1inisterial 
candidates, and was always a good i\finisterial 
voter. When it was found out very recently 
that he was an alien, instead of immediately 
wiping the man's name off the roll--

The Hm!E SECRETARY : Which nobodv can do. 
Mr. GIVE.NB: They wired to Rrisb:me for 

instructions. Now, he wondered if he had been 
a Labour voter would they have wired to Bris­
bane for in"tructions? No fear! But the in­
structions tl-,at were SPnt back were to leave his 
name on the roll nnless someone objected. Now 
that man's name had no right to be on the roll, 
because it was not entitled to lw there, and be­
cause, after he became a British citizen-cer­
tainly he immediately toolk the oath of allegiance 
-he never sent in a claim. After he was 
-objected to, the registrar, instead of disqualify-
ing him until he sent in a proper claim-as he 
should have don<> when he became naturalised­
wired to the Principal Electoral Registrar, and 
got back instructions that he was not to wipe 
him out unless somebody objected, and then a 
man was put to the expense of objecting and 
lodging the legal fee of 5s. 

The HoME SECHE'rARY: \Vhat was the result? 
Mr. GIVEKS: The result had to be tested 

by the revi;ion court, which had not yet sat. 
. The Hmm SECRETARY: Will you give me par­

tlCulars of that. e1se? 
Mr. GIVENS: The particulars o[ the case 

were that the alien's name Wfl,S Hamilton Thorn­
ton Douglas. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: How was he "'n alien? 
Mr. G IVENS: Bec,.,use he was a native of the 

United States. 
The HmiE SECRETARY: Do you object to him 

being that? 
Mr. GIVENS: He did not, but he objected 

to anyone being on the roll who would not 
accept the responsibility of citizen­

[7"30 p.m.] ship-most dE'cidedly. It was only 
found out by accident that this man 

was an alien, although that must have been a fact 
known to the Government for a long time, 

because it was in an official document addressed 
to him as an alien when the matter was found 
out. 

The HOME SECRE1'ARY: In whttt way? 
Mr. GIVENS: It was an ,,fficial document. 
The HoME SECRETARY: It did not come before 

me. 
Mr. G IVENS : He challenged the Home 

Secretary to produce correcpondenee in the case. 
He would find th::tt a telegram was sent from 
Mr. Boyce t0 the electoral rPgi,;trar in Cairns 
telling him that this man's name should not be 
struck off unless someone objeeted to t,he name 
being on the roll, although there was no right for 
it to remain on the roll. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: You are now deciding 
something th,1t it snb judice. 

Mr. GIVENS: The name has no right to Le 
there at any rate. And was it right that Mr. 
Boyce should have issued these instruc~ions to 
the electoral registrar at Cairns? He might also 
bring under the notice of the hon. gentleman 
the fact that the department was losing a great 
de;tl of money every yea.r from the way in which 
the electoral registrars in out-of-the-way places 
were administering the Act. lf hon. members 
looked up the conntry papers they would see a 
list of names of men who "'PPlied to be placed 
on the roll, and that this list occnoied four 
columm, and half of e,>ch was blank, ~imply be­
cause particulars of residential qualifications had 
to be there pa.rticularised in case of Lahour voters, 
and five or six inches are left blank in other 
columns. These particulars were asked for from 
Labour voters who had shifted from one place to 
another. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Everyone else has to 
supply these particulars. 

Mr. GIVE.NS: They had not, for that could 
be seen by looking down the list of voters. 

The Ho>IE SECRETARY : Take the case of the 
At:orney-General last year. That is exactly in 
point. 

Mr. GIVENS: He ag-reed with the leader of 
the Opposition that the great majority of the 
electoral regist.rars in the colony performed their 
duties impartially and in an excellent manner, 
but there were a few of which that could not be 
•aid-who did not deserve that being said of 
them. They had expressed the opinion that only 
men of property and with politics of a certain 
kind should he on the rolls, and the electoral 
registrar at Cairns had done that. If that was 
acting in an impartial and unbiassed way it wonld 
be much better iftheyhadan opportunity of show­
ing their impartiality in some other way. He 
would point out, with regard to the administra­
tion of the Act, that when notices were issued 
that certain people on the roll" were dead, left, or 
disqualified, that might not inflict any great hard­
s'lip in the metropolis or city constituencie,·, 
where e\'ery mnn could see the nf.nv~papers every 
day; b·1t in outside con~tituencies, especially out 
in the hr West, it did a great deal of harm, for 
men there did not see newspapers for months 
sometimes; they did not receive the mails regu­
larly at times, for many of the men there were 
continually travelling about, although they were 
a! ways in the same electorate. How could they 
see that they were marked left, dead, or <lis­
qualified? That being so, he contended tl.at this 
was not fair to those individuals. 'I' he leader of 
the Opposition had pointed out that a certain 
political organisation existe,l in this city for the 
purpose of purifying the rolls by knocking off 
the rolls the names of persons, but the Act pro· 
vidced that when they lodged their objections 
they should pay a fee of 5s. 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Nothing 
of the sort. No, no. 

Mr. GIVENS: Yes. 
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1VIr. McMASTI!R : The matter must go to the 
revision court. 

Mr. REID: He is quite right from one point 
of view. 

Mr. GIVENS: The general provision of the 
law was that, when a person lodged an objection 
to a person not being properly qualified to be on 
the roll, he had to lodge a fee of 5s. with his 
objection, and that had been done in the case of 
the alien he had rderred to. He would like to 
know if this purification society bar! paid the 
fee of 5s. for each of the objections they had 
made? 

The SECRETARY ]'OR RAILWAYS: Are you re­
ferring to the Electoral Reform League: 

Mr. GIVE;'>~S said he did not know what it 
was called. It might be a Jericho association, 
for all he knew. ~Why should thA electoral 
registrars take the word of organisations of such 
a kind? They had sent out paid organisers. 

1VIr. FoRSYTH: So do you. 
Mr. GIVENS: There had never heen a paid 

organiser in his electorate for the last fifteen years. 
As far as he knew there was nu paid organiser 
rerresenting his party within fifty miles of Bris­
bane ; and the paid organiser,; in the outside 
districts were employed in connection with the 
indm:;trial unions. 

Mr. ANNEAR: \Vbat about the Trades Hall 
in Turbot street.? 

Mr. G IVE"N S : They had not at their beck and 
call a hireling newspaper like the Courier. But 
that was not a Government organ now. They 
now possessed the Street, a rag they had to give 
away-a little organ they had to keep alive at 
the ex pens~ of the general taxpayer by means of 
Governn1ent advertisetnents. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I remind the 
hon. member of the question before the Cum­
rrlittee. 

Mr. GIVENS: Connected with this matter 
was the large amount of money expended for 
advertising. 

Tbe SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: That vote is 
not before us now. 

Mr. GIVENB: The Home Secretary said the 
whole question was before the C<>mmittee, and 
that was part of the que,tion. However, if huu. 
members were inclined to repudiate the authority 
of the Home 8ecretary--

The HOME SJWHETARY: I did not say what 
the hon~ m em her attributes to me. 

::Ylr. GIVENS: If he was out of order in 
referring to the question of advertising he would 
like to know what the hon. member for JYiary­
borough's interjection about Turbot street had to 
dn with the question. .An organisation like that 
possessed by the other side should be carefully 
watched by the electoral registrars, so as not to 
allow themselves to commit an injustice by 
carrying- out the wi,hes of that organisation. In 
their circnlars they said they supplied lists of 
nan1es of people "dead," "left," 1>r "disquali~ 
fied" to the different clectorn.l registrars. Was 
it on their mere my so that the n g-istrars filled 
U!J the ]i,ts and got them advertised? 

The Hmr~ SECRETARY: No. The registrar 
m:=:tkes in[]nirie~. 

Mr. GIVENS said he doubted it very much. 
They had it on 1 he best evidence. He knew men 
who had neVt-'r heen out of the electorate who 
had been marked "left," "dead," or "disquali­
fied." Plenty ,,f men harl been marked as dead, 
who were very much alive. 

The Ho~m· SECHETARY : Mr. Grimes himself 
wa~ oncf'. 

Mr. GIVENS: That showed that full inquiry 
was not made. He objected to dictation by 
any political association outside, and he <lid not 
think it was creditable to hon. gentlemen on the 
other side that they should have an association­
of which prominent members opposite VI ere mem-

hers -organised fnr the purpose of getting men 
driven off the r"ll wh<>lesale. If anybody was~ 
not of the right political brand, and they could 
find the remotest excuse, they kn<•cked off his 
name withont the slightest comj,unction. No­
body belonging to the Labour p><rty ever made 
it a part of their function to wipe people off the· 
roll. 

Mr. FonSYTH : Bunkum! They have dune it 
in my electorate. I can g-ive names. 

1VIr. Tou.rm : And in Toowoomba. 
Mr. GIVENS: There were thousands of 

names on the roll which the Ministerial organi­
sation did not nbject to, though they had no. 
right to be there. 

1\Ir. FoRSYTH : The same with yours. 
Mr. GlVENS: There were men down for a; 

property qualification though they had loot that 
qualitication. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR RAILIVAYS: It is a 
question of fact for the tribunal to decide. 

Mr. REID: It is hard to prove it before the 
tribunal. 

Mr. GIVENS: Tbe Ministerial orga.nisation 
did not want the roll puritied in those cases, 
because they knew that the pror .ert.y voter 
~ould generally-~-though he was glad to say 
he could nut always-be regarded as a safe 
voter for the Ministerial side. They wanted 
above all things to have purity in rolitical 
life. (Hear, hear ! and laughter.) But VI hi le 
the !Jrrsent Government was in office he had 
not the slightest~ hope of >?etting purity in 
political life or political adminio· ration. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Some things 
you cannot purify. 

Mr. GIVENS : Especially the Cambooya­
case. The more it was stirred up the more it 
smelt. Almost every crime in the calendar 
was comnJitted in Cl•nnection with it. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. GIVF.NS thought he was perfectly en­

titled to bring up thi:. caee as an examrle of 
what wtts done in the administration of the law. 

Mr. Tum,EY: Mahdministratiun ! 
Mr. G IV ENS: There was that Cambouya 

ca~e. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order J 
Mr. GlVENS submitted that he was entitled 

to instance that as a gross example of nmlad­
rninistration in connection with this particular 
vote. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
Mr. GIVE:t\8 : He would like the Chairman 

to say if be wo,s not in order. 
The CHAIRMAN: It has always been a rule 

in the procedure of this House that when a ques­
tion is put on t.hl-" bu">iness-paper it is out of {•rder 
to anticipate the debate on it. T! ere is a motion 
on the paper referring t,, this matter, and it will 
not be in order to debate it now. 

Mr. GIVENS submitted that though there 
was a specific resolution on the parer tu he dis­
cussed it related to a specific matter. He was 
not trespassing on the re,olution to discuss the 
report of the select committee. He was not. 
goir•g- to rliscu>s that or allude to it. 

Ttle SECI\ETARY l''OH RAILWAYS: That cover& 
the whole ground. 

1\Ir. G 1 YENS: It did not. It appeared that 
hon. memberM oppo,ite liked to keep as far away 
from thio; as poRSi ble. 

The Hmm SEcm;TAHY: There have been half­
a-doz9n inquiries already. 

Mr. GIVEi\S: Yes, a man was brought 
before the court and committed for trial, and 
this pure Government filed no bill. They would 
not let it go to a jury. 

Mr. J. HAl>!IL'i'ON: Isn't that done frequently 
when there is uo case? 
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Mr. GIVENS: It was a marvel that a shadow 
of a case could be made out considering the 
difficulties thrown in the way by the Govern­
ment. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: The proofs were 
stolen. 

Mr. GIVENS: Who stole them? 
The CHAIRMAN: I have already called 

attention to t.he fact that it is irn';;ular to refer 
to a motion on the business-p:>per. 

MEMBERS on the Govemment side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. GIVENS again submitted that he was 
not alluding to the motion on the notice-paper, 
but had a perfect right to discuss this matter. 

The SECRE'rARY l<'OR RAILWAYS: The select 
committee dealt with the stealing of those 
papers. 

Mr. G IVENS : He was not discussing, nor did 
he intend to discu>s, the finding of the committee, 
but he was alluding to certain well-known facts 
with which the committee were not concerned at 
all, and, in reply to the Secretary for Railways, 
be would point out with regard to the stealing of 
the papers that the persons who stole them were 
admitterily interested in the case itself. 

The Ho~IE SECRE1'ARY: You evidently know 
all about it. 

Mr. GIVENS: At all events he did not knnw 
as much ab.,ut it as the Home Secretary. 

The CHAIRMA='f: The whole of this ques­
tion is involved in the motion which is at present 
on the business-paper and which is to be moved 
by the hon. member for Ch,trters Towers, Mr. 
Burrows. I must, therefore, state again that in 
my opinion it is distinctly irregular for an hon. 
member to refer to thi, matter. 

Mr. GIVENS: S•·eing that it was in reply to 
an interjection that he brought up the case, he 
thought it was rather hard that he would not 
have an opportunity of discussing it as it ought 
to be discussed; and he further maintained that 
if there was anything in this world that wanted 
a full discussion it was that particnlar case. 
Time after time membters on that side had been 
prevented from having a full discussion upon it. 
That case, at any rate, showed that the adminis­
tration of the law in connection with the Elections 
Act was not what it ought to be, and further, 
that owing to the lax administration or mal­
administration of the Act, very grave abuses 
existed. But to leave that case and to come to a 
more recent instance. It had been pointed out that 
the June electoral roll, while it was available for 
the Toowoomba election, was not available 
either for the Gym pie or the North Ruckhampton 
electwn. :'low, why? Simply because the Go­
vernment thought it was dangerous for them to 
have that roll in use at the Gympie or North 
Rock ham pton election. \V as is not a fact that 
the Toowoom ha election took place considerably 
before the N urth Rockhampton and the Gym pie 
election? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Not before the 
Gym pie election. Do not manufacture the facts. 

Mr. G IVENS : Well, he was asking for 
information. At any rate, the Toowoomba 
election came off a week before theN ortb Rock­
hampton election, and yet, while the roll was 
available for the Toowoomb< election, it was not 
available tor the J'\ orth R"ckhampton election. 

The Hm!E SECRETARY: That has been 
explainecl. 

Mr. GIVENS: His opinion was that Ministers 
liked to get onmeone behind whom they could 
shelter themselves. They had the Public Service 
Board and the Advertising Board, and now the 
Home Secretary had got the electoral registrar. 
In all thoee instances, JVIinisters ··heltered them­
selves behind the persons who had been ap­
pointed to the various offices. At the present 
time it was proposed to abolish the Public Ser-

vice Board, because it was found that it had 
become a public scandal. Then the Premier 
told them tbe other night that the Advertising 
Board was more or less of a failure, and by and 
by the Home Secretary would tell them that the 
idea of having a Principal Electoral Registrar 
was a bad one. He ventured to say that the 
Principal Electoral Registrar, who was supposed 
to be such an independent ind1 vidual, was a mere 
tool in the hands of the Ministry. That was 
his honest opinion. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Your what opinion? 
That is impossible. 

Mr. G IVENS : He did not know whether it 
was impossible for the Home Secretary to 
express an honest opinion, but it aptJeared from 
his interjection that it w:ts. The fact was that, 
whoever was responsible, very grave abuses had 
«risen, and were continually coming to the 
surface in connection with the administration of 
the Act. Although very high praise had been 
showered upon the Principal Electoral Registrar, 
he did not think if the Home Secretary he9.rd 
the opinion of many returning officers and local 
registrars that he had conversed with that he 
would be so very complimentary. \Vith regard 
to the charges levelled against his side of their 
activity in getting names on the rolls, he for one 
did not feel inclined to apologise for that. As a 
matter of fact he felt rather proud of it. 

Mr. ToLMIE: Do you feel proud of having got 
them off? 

Mr. G IVENS : He had never got a man off 
the roll in his life. 

.Mr. ToLMIE: Your party does. 
Mr. GIVEKS: If the ban. member would 

bring forward one case in which a man had been 
unjustly taken off the roll he would give him 
every asRistance to get that man's narne restored. 
But there were hundreds and thousands of 
JYliNisterial voters who were on the roll who had 
no business to be there because they did not 
posse'" the qualification in respect to which they 
were registered. It w"s r•art of the duty of 
every citizen to see that every other citizen 
possessed his full rights of citizenship, and when 
they assisted men to get on the roll they were 
simtJly performing their duty .as citizens, and 
he for one was not ashamed of It. 

The HOME SECRETARY: A large part of 
the speech of the hon. member for Cairns was so 
irrelevant that he would not condescend to reply 
to it. A great deal of it was also so much out of 
order that he would not be in order in taking 
any notice of it. The part which be did intend 
to reply to was that in which Lhe bon. mpmber 
levelled a gross charge of bias against the 
Principal Electoral Registrar, and said that a 
certain man named Douglas, who was an alien, 
was allowed to remain on the roll because he was 
a supportPr of the Government. That was a 
most gross and serious charge to be levelled 
a~ainst any public officer, especially an officer 
who, as far as his duties were concerned, was 
largely an officer of the House. 

Mr. Tum,EY: No. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Yes, so far as 

his duties were concerned be was largely respon­
sible to the House. BuL whether he was a 
servant of the House directly, or through the 
medium of the Ministry, it was equally unfair 
and unmanly to make such a charge. An unfor­
tunate civil servant who was unable to reply for 
himself should not be subject to a charge of that 
kind unless the bon. member was prepared to 
back up the charge by some very much better 
evidence than he h,•d brought forward. The 
facts were nut at all as the hon. member 
stated. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: They never 
are. 
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The HOME SECRETARY : Up to the time 
the hon. member mentioned the matter, he knew 
no more of it than anybody else. He never heard 
of the man. He never heard of his case, or knew 
anything about it, but he knew something about 
it now, because the offici>tls in the gallery, more 
especially the Under Secretary, rem em be red 
very distinctly what the facts were. This man, 

Mr. Douglas, was very doubtful 
[8 p.m.] whether he was not a natur-

alised subject. He had already 
taken the oath of allegiance in another State, 
and very naturally concluded, as most people 
did, that that was snfficiBnt. As a matter of 
fact, there was a large number of people, and 
well informed people, tvo, '' htl were unawarL of 
the fact that naturalisation in one State was not 
sufficient to carry naturalisation throughout Aus­
tr<~lia. It was local in its operation. But he 
did not see how a man, who had already become 
a sworn British subject., could be said to be an 
alien. 

Mr. GrvENS: As a matter of law he is an 
alien. 

The H0:\1E SECRETARY: He was a natural­
ised Briti'h subject in one of the States of the 
Common wealth. 

Mr. TcRLEY : Ne" er mind that, that does not 
affect it. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY : It was a very 
material point, but it had been ignored by bon. 
gentlemen opposite. As soon as .Mr. Douglas 
discovered that it was nece,sary for him to take 
the oath afresh, he took the oath. He (the Home 
Secretary) did not see how he could he an alien 
after be had become a naturalised British sub­
ject. 

Mr. GIVENS : Oert~inly he was an alien. 
The HO:\lE 8EORETARY: He could not 

see it. 
.Mr. TURLEY : \Vhy dio he take the oath then? 
The H0;'11E SECRETARY: Because of the 

peculiarity of our law. He already held a 
certificate of naturalisation in one of the other 
colonies-he could not say whether it was in New 
South \V ales, Victoria, or New Zealand. 

Mr. DuNSFORD : I though the old Federal 
Council passed a hw in regard to that. 

The HO;"~IE SECRETARY: It seemed that 
the members of the House were not very clear 
about it, and that being- so he thought Mr. 
Douglas might be pardoned for not bein~ very 
clear upon it himself. Nir. Douglas, as s

0

oon as 
he discovered that a new naturalisation certificate 
was required, obtained one, and it was not until 
after that had taken place, that the electoral 
registrar appealed to the Principal Electoral 
Registrar to know what he should do. Suppose, 
as the hon. gentleman desires, Mr. Boyce had 
told this officer to make due inquiry, where 
would he have gone? 

Mr. GIVENS: He would have carried out the 
law. 

The HOME 8EORETARY: No, it was his 
duty to make due inquiry. ·where would he 
have gone but to the office of the clerk of petty 
sessions-probably his own office? He would 
there have ascertained that this man had already 
become a naturalised BritiRh subject and his 
name was on the roll-how then could he have 
given him notice that he was disqualified? He 
w:as on. the rr,ll, a'!d it would have been a very 
mce pomt whethent would have been possible to 
remove him, he bein~-; a naturalised British subject 
in this colony and in another Slate of the Com­
monwealth. These were the facts of this case. 
The worst feature of the hon. gentleman's char~e 
against Mr. Boyce was that he gave this advice 
because this man was a Government supporter. 
Mr. Boyce had assurerl him that he bad not the 
slightest knowledge of thi' man's p·Jlitical views. 
It was his duty to give advice; he gave it to the 

best of his ability, and he gave the right advice, 
because he was of opinion that the man had 
comjJlied with all the conditions. Apparently 
the hon. member opposite, in his loud-mouthed 
protestations about desiring to see people on the 
roll, did not think this man, who, he assumed,. 
was a perfectly respectable man, should be put 
on the roll. Why~ Because he was a Govern­
ment supporter. 

Mr. TURLEY : Because he was not entitled to 
be there. 

'l'he HOME SECRETARY: When the 
Principal };Jectoral Registrar came to make 
objection it was too late. The man had already 
cured what was wrong. 

Mr. TURLEY: ]'\ o, he did not do so. 
The HOME SECRETARY: The bon. mem­

ber was one of those who were always cocksure 
about everything. He (the Home Secretary} 
was one of those who had a doubt un some 
matters, even if they were matters of law. He 
had bad considerable doubt as to whether it was 
competent to sustain any objection against this 
man's vote on the ground that be was not a 
naturalised British subject. He might have got 
on the roll improperly, but, when be became a 
British subject, he was there properly, and had 
just as much right to be there as any member of 
the House. If any other bon. member but the 
hon. member for Cairns had made this charge 
against Mr. Boyce, he (the Home Secretary) 
would have expected him to make a retraction of 
it, and have expressed regret at having done a 
wrong to so worthy a public eervant, but as it 
was he did not expect anything of the sort. 

l\Ir. G I YENS did not see any great condescen­
sion in the Home Secretary having got up to 
r, ply to his speech. The hon. gentleman was 
merely a servant of the people, and when he got 
up and talked about condescending to rerJly to a 
charge he detracted from his office . 

The HoME SECRETARY: It all depends upon 
what the charge is, and who makes it. 

Mr. GIVENS: He did not care about the 
hem. gentleman's opinion, or that of anyborly else. 
It was fortunate for the Home Secretary that he 
did not care very much what others thought 
about him, for be could assure the hon. gentle­
man the opinions were very uncomplimentary. 
The hon. gentleman stated the electoral registrar 
bad no option but to leave the man's name on 
the roll. That was a new doctrine to him. 

The HOME SECRETARY : He had no opportunity 
to take it nff. 

Mr. GIVENS: How was it that he bad given 
the man notice now that his name would be 
taken off because he was disqualified. Although 
the Home Secretary bad said immediately he 
took the oath of allegiance he had the necessary 
S(Ualification, he forgot that the man had to be 
hving in the district for six months before he 
became entitled to a vote. 

The HOME SECRETARY: What is that but 
taking advantage of a legal quibble~ 

Mr. GIVENS: There was no quibble about 
it. It was a plain statement of the law of the 
ea ge, If a man was not a supporter of the 
Government every quibble was taken advantage 
of to keep him off the roll, but where it was one 
of their own supporters that was concerned the 
Government wanted the very strongest facts 
before they would knock him off. He did not 
accuse Mr. Boyce of keeping that man on simply 
because be was a Government snpporter. 

Mr. McMAS'l'ER : That was the accusation. 
Mr. G l YENS: But, if that man bad not been 

a Government supporter, be said that Mr. Boyce 
would never have been asked f,r instructions. 
The very minute it was found out that he was ·a 
Labour supporter, he would have been wiped off 
without compunction. 

The PREMIER: That is not so. 
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Mr. GIVENS: Whether that was so or not, 
he was perfectly satisfied that it would be so, and 
that had been his experienee all the timP., In 
nine cases out of ten where a mistake was made 
by the electoral registrars in issuing notices of 
disqualification, the mistake was made where a 
Lnbour voter was concerned. Very few com­
plaints were made of cases where l'ilinisterial 
voters were knocked off w bile they possessed the 
qualification. 

The PREMIER: They don't go to you. 
Mr. G IV ENS : There were hundreds of 

Labour voters in the Premier's own electorate 
who<e names were being knocked off. Com­
plaints were coming down every week. 

The PRE~!n'R : There are just as many st.ruck 
off on the other side. 

Mr. GIVENS: Well, he had not heard about 
it. 

The Ho"rE SECRETARY: They would not run to 
you about it. 

Mr. GIVENS: Since he had been in Parlia­
ment he had got far more letters from Minis­
terial su !Jporters to try and do something in the 
way of rectifying their grievances than he had 
got from hi•. own supporters. \Vhen the Home 
Secretary said that in the case he quoted the 
facts were not in accordance with his statement, 
all he could say \Vas that the hon. gentleman's 
own sta.ten1ent In reply was an ahsolute vindica~ 
tion of the facts as he st:.ted them, bec.mse the 
hon. gentleman had to admit that the man was 
an alien. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : I di:1 not admit any­
thing of the sort-only technically-by means of 
a legal quibble. 

Mr. GIVEXS: Everybody who knew any­
thing about constitutional htw knew that the 
naturalisation of any British colony or State, 
on'.side of the U nitecl Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, only held good for the particular 
colony or State in which the naturalisation was 
taken out. 

The l'REmER: Very few know it. 
Mr. GIVENS: The H<lme Secretary had 

stated that l'!Ir. Douglas had no <>pportunitv of 
knowing _it. Now, dm:ing the federal campaign, 
one of h1s arguments m favour of federation­
a':'d he made the st.atement at every meeting in 
hiS electorate, and 1t was fully reported in the 
Press-was that federation would remove that 
anomaly. He had also made the statement in 
other electorates, so that Mr. Douglas had 
ample opportunity of knowing it. He had no 
proof now--nor had the Home Secretary any 
proof-that Mr. Douglas ever was naturalised in 
any Britieh State. 

The Ho~m SECRET.o\RY: The whole thing is 
mere statement, and I suppose mine is as goad 
as vonrs. 

Mr. GIVJ<~NS: It was a mere impresRion in 
the mind of. the Under Secretary, the hon. 
gentleman sa1d. The Under Secretary did not 
vou?h for it, nor did the Home Secretary vouch 
for 1t. But the fact that the man was an alien, 
so far as Q'Jeen<land W'ts concerned--

The HoME SECHETARY : I suppose you cannot 
state that it was so? 

Mr. GIVENS: No, he could not, but it was 
·very likely that it was so, because he had known 
Mr. Douglas for about sixteen ynrs, and, so fa,r 
as he knew, he had bPen in Queensland 
ever since he c1.me to Au~tralia. He had known 
him e''er since he came to Cairns sixteen years 
ago, and he had heard him "blowing" about 
being an American citizen : and, if he knew he 
was an American citizen then, did he nnt know 
he was an American citizen all the time? He 
had no objection to Mr. Douglas getting on the 
roll when he was properly qualified, and he 
hoped that he would be ahle to keep there; but 
he objected to the law being administered so as 

to make fish of one and flesh of another. It 
should te impartially administered, so than 
nobody would have any grievance and so that 
hardship would be inflicted on nobocly. 

Mr. RYLAND had been credibly informed 
that the roll had been sent down from Gym pie 
to Brisbane on the Tuesdoy afternoon, and was 
delivered in Brisbane on the w.,dnesday morn­
ing, and that there was plenty of time for it to 
have gone back to Gympie by the afternoon's 
train. 

The HOME SECRETARY; That is not correct. 
Mr. HYLAND was informed that the delay 

must have come in somewhere-either in Bris­
bane or in Gympie-as there was any amount of 
time between Tuesday and Saturday to have 
sent the roll back for the election. Through the 
bungling on the part of someone these electors 
were deprived of their votes. He would like to 
know from the Home Secretary whether that 
was going to be continued. The same thing 
occurred at the election for Rockham1Jton North. 
vVas there no provision to be made in ail minis­
tering the Act by which electors should be 
allowed to cast their votes? He did not see 
that there was any difficulty whatever in inform­
ir.g the returning officpr by wire that h·· could 
let those men vote. He could have uoc cl the 
lists which had been printed by the local Press. 
He thought he wa>< correct in stat.ing that the 
Home Secretary had said that the Principal 
Electoral Hegistrar had nothing to do with con­
firming the bi-monthly lists-that he was only 
in the position of giving advice. 

The HoME SECRETAI<Y: No; the returning 
officer, I said. 

Mr. RYLAND understood the hon. gentle­
man to say :Mr. Boyce had nothing to do with 
preparing the rolls-that he was simply referred 
to for advice. 

The HOME SECRETARY : He checks the lists, 
too. 

Yfr. RYLAND: The registration court checks 
the lists. 

The H03!E SlWRETAl\Y : Mr. Boyce checks 
them, too. 

Mr. RYLAND: How could the Principal 
Electoral Registrar know whether people living 
in every electorate in Queensland were entitled 
to a vote or no? The same thing might h&ppen 
again, and the Principal Electoral Registrar or 
the local registrar might disfranchise scores of 
qualified electors. They ought to have some­
thing definite from the Home Secretary on that 
point, and, seeing that in more than onP. 
instance during the last six months men had 
been deprived of their votes, the hon. gentle­
man should see that it did not occur again. 
Perhaps he might be pardoned for saying a few 
words in answer to what the ::VIinister for Rail­
ways had said about the only thing that W<•uld 
justify a member going into another electorate 
and signing and attesting claims. He (Mr. 
Ryland) had said there was no justice of the 
peace in the rlistrict in which be hac~ attested 
claims; at any rate, there was no JUStlCe of the 
peace out there that theRe men could see, and 
he had pointed out that if they got up a requiRi­
tion and sent it to the Home Secretary he would 
very likely apJ<oint a justice of the ~eace for 
that rlistrict. These men had told h1m that 
sometimes they had gone into justices of the peace, 
who were all brminess men, on Saturday nights, 
and they had not the time to attend to.the husi­
ness of attesting claims. He had mentiOned the 
matter to :Mr. Boled, and the men there at that 
time were talking about getting up a req10isition 
to have a justice of the pe<ce appointed. vVith 
regard to what the hon. member for Maryborough 
had said, he had been informed that some of 
these men had been camped for over two months 
on the reserve waiting for the rail way to start. 
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Then with regard to what the Minister for Rail­
ways said about these men being eamped on the 
reserve and going into town to get claims 
attested, they were there for two or three 
months, and while they were there camped on 
the reserve, part of the time, they had no 
qualification. ·when these men got to work they 
had no oppmtunity for getting into town. They 
were working all day, and could only go into 
town on Saturday night. 

The SECHETARY FOH RAILWAYS: "\Vere not 
both the contractors juotices of the peace? 

Mr. RYLAND: He did not know, Would 
any business man think that if twenty or thirty 
men were working in a cutting and the con­
tractor came along they W')uld ask to be able to 
knock off work in order h go in and get their 
names on the roll. The idea was absurd. The 
hon. member for Ivlaryborough had been a con­
tractor himself, and he knew that when a con­
tractor came along, it would not be a case of 
knnck off work, but a case of" Wire in boys." 

The SECHETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Yon have not 
shown that these men asked the contractors to 
do this. 

Mr. RYLAND: It was not a likely thing that 
these men wonld ask the contractors to do this­
that was not likely between master and man. 
He was quite satisfied that these men should be 
on the roll, so he had attested their claims. 
With regard to what the Minister for Railways 
said abont pqcking the rolls, he (:'dr. Ryland) 
did not think there was any packing in the 
matter at all. He contended that every man 
who was entitled to be on the roll should have 
every opp0rtunity for getting on the roll, no 
matter what hio politic:ll creed might be, and it 
should be the duty of the police, or someone else, 
to see to that; -but under the present system, 
they would have to jog along as best they 
could. "\Vhen sympathy had been shuwn for 
Outlanders in other places, why should they 
not show some practical sympathy for the Out­
landers in Queensland? If he went to South 
Africa he would try and get men on the rolls, 
for he would like to see every man in every 
conntry on the roll. He had never asked any 
man what his political feelings were. They 
could exercise their votes as they thought best. 
According to the argument of the Minister 
for R«il ways he presumed that they would vote 
for the Government at the next election becanse 
the present Government were finding work for 
them on this line. The Labour party were not 
finding work for them, but they were inducing 
them to get work in the country. He had really 
been doing the work which hon. members 
opposite sh, uld have been d"ing, that was in 
trying to enrol men who will cast their votes 
for the keeping of the present Ministry in power. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The bon. mem­
ber who hatl juot sat down bad asked him a very 
pertinent question--as to whether what h>td been 
complained of in the past was going to be 
repeat.ed in the futnre-that was the difficulty of 
obtaining the current bi-monthly rolls for use at 
any by-election. It was impo~sible for him, 
nnder the present state of the law, to answer 
the qnestion satiefactorily. The matter reoted 
with the Speaker, and he had requested him 
to deal with the matter, so that there would 
be plenty of time in which to secure to the re­
tnrning officer and his presiding officers the pos­
session of the bi-monthly rolls before he nomi­
nated the polling day. There were lees than 
three weeks during which he can select that 
clay, and the Gcvernment and the department 
wonld probably be taunted with mal-admini,tra­
tion if the rolls were not available to the r~­
turning officer and the presiding officers. It was 
very difficult to do all that one would like, 
when one was met on every occasion-no matter 

what was done-with a charge of mal-adminis­
tration by hon. members who thought they were 
the only persons in the whole cornmnnity who 
were capable of honestly administe"ing not only 
their own affairs but the affairs of everyone else. 
It wonld be desirable in any fntnre law to pro-

vide that any additional roll shonld 
[8'30 p.m.] not come into force until" given 

date, say, the first of the succeeding 
month, that being such a date as would insure 
an opportunity being given to have the roll 
distribnted among the presiding officers at any 
election which might takfl place. Bnt that was 
not the present state of the law, and he was not 
responsible for it any more than the hon. 
me m her. At present, as far as he conld see, the 
moment a roll was printed it beaame a roll. But 
the retnrning officer might be at Norman ton, and 
what would he the nse of a roll down in Bria­
bane? It was of no value as a roll unti 1 it 
reached the polling-place, and could be distri­
buted. Hon. members should be fair enough to 
recognise that fact, as he was sure the country 
would be. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON (Gregory): A Jot of 
political capital seemed to be made out of the 
fact that the hon. member for Gympie had 
attested certain electoral claims while he was in 
Glad stone, simply because he was a member of this 
Honse and a jnstice of the peace. The Secretary 
for Railways and the hon. member for Mary­
borongh spoke of the matter in such a way as 
almost to lead people to believe that the hon. 
member had acted illegally, or had placed names 
on the roll illegally. 

The SECRETARY t'OR RAILWAYS: Nobody said 
that. 

J\'Ir. W. HAMILTON: No; but it was in­
ferred. The bun. gentleman gave a sort of moral 
sermon on the dnties of jnstices of the peace; 
but he was all wrong. 'fhe hon. member for 
JYlaryborongh almost accused the hon. member 
for Gympie of some criminal act in attesting 
those claims. But other members, on both 
sides of the House, had done the same thing. 
He had done it himself, and, in doing so, he had 
never asked the applicants what their political 
opinions were. A manager of a station, who 
was a justice of the peace, had asked him to 
put his name on the roll, and he had done so. 
There were very few justices of the peace in the 
bnsh who had claim forms, and there were 
very few who had Labonr sympathies. If a 
Labour member recommended a person for ap­
pointment to the cornmi,sion of the peace, it 
was very hard to get that person appointed, 
bnt he had known cases where other persons 
whose political sympathies were with the other 
side, persons who were managers of stations 
or grazing farm selectors, had been put on the 
commission of the peace within three weeks or 
ten days after they went to the district. If a 
man was entitled to have his name on the roll, it 
was only right for a jnstice of the peace, whether 
he was a member of the Assembly or not, to 
attest his claim. The hon. member for Gym pie 
ha<l stated that he had refused to attest some 
claims, and that in every case where he 
attested them he had satisfied himself that 
the applicants were entitled to be enrolled. 
The Secretary for Rail ways said that he never 
attested a claim in his own district. The reason 
was that the hon. gentleman was very seldom in 
his own district. There was scarcely any district 
in the colony from which more complaints came 
from persom who were entitled to be enrolled 
and were unable to get their names on the roll­
especially mine"'-than from the district of the 
hrm. member for Bulloo. There had been com­
plaints coming from that district fnr the last 
three or four years. If the hon. gentleman would 
take more pains to see that every man in his 
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·district who was entitled to the franchise was 
enrolled, it would be to his credit. Anyone 
·could see how much ea~ier it was for a man to 
.get on the roll if he had the right earmark or 
brand than it was if he belonged tO the 
other side in politics. The p•lli cical organisation 
·of the other side of the House had their paid 
organisers, and as the hon. member for Mitchell 
had pointed out, a paid organif•.er of that associa­
tion in the Mitchell district was immediately 
made a .i ''"tice of the peace, and he was now 
travelling round the district, no doubt for the 
purpose of striking- off the roll those who had not 
the right earmark and of puttin;; on other; who 
were of his own colour in politics-in fac>., jug­
gling the roll. It would be far better if the elec­
toral registrars wem left more to themselves, 
and were not interfered with by any political 
organisation whatever. The Home Secretary, or 
some other hon. member, had said that if a 
person went to an electoral registrar and made 
a statement to him that a certain person was 
dead, or had left the district, or was disqualified, 
it was his duty to challenge that person. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : I did not say that ; I 
said to make inquirier'. 

Mr. W. HANIILTON : He did not think the 
electoral registrar should take any notice of out­
siders. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: The law says that he 
shall. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON: But he should not do 
so. The electoral registrars had the police, and 
in the cities postmen and others. to whom they 
could apply for information, and· those were th'e 
only persons from whom they should take any 
inforn1:1tion. When the Principal Elect<>ral 
Registrar was appointed, it was said that 
the cause for complaints which were then 
made would be removed. As a matter of 
fact, however, complaints had been more 
frequent since the appointment of the Prin­
cipal Electoral Registrar. There were com­
plaints coming in from all quarters, especially 
lately, in view of the annual revision court 
which was approaching, and of the general eh·c­
tion which was looming in the distance. The 
organisers were busy everywhere, and they inter­
fered with the officers in arranging the roll, and 
he thought that should not be allowed. With 
regard to the North Rockhampton case, the 
Home Secretary said that the electoral registrar 
had kept the bi-monthly roll for eleven days in 
Rockhampton. When he (Mr. Hamilton) asked 
if he was kept in his position the Home Secre­
tary replied "Yes," and when he said he should 
not be the hon. gentleman s&emed shocked. 'l'he 
electoral registrar was paid fo1· doing his duty, 
and he was not doing- his duty if he kept the 
rolls eleven days before sending them to Bris­
bane. 

The HoME SECRETARY : Suppose the man was 
over-worked. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON: He knew there was 
an election looming in a few days, and that the 
men who had been put on the roll were entitled 
to vote. He had plenty of time to send the roll 
to Brisbane, and it would not take long to print 
the names in the Government Printing Office. 

The HO'!E SECRETARY: There was no time lost 
in the printing office. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON: The roll should have 
been there in time for the people to vote. If 
the man was overworked he should have got 
.assistance. If he had done his duty the chances 
were that there would have beeu no litigation 
·Over this election, and the parties and the 
country would have been saved con"iderable 
<expense. He did not know who the officer was, 
but if it was a fact that he had kept the roll 
elgven days in Rockhampton before sending it 
to Brisbane, he would not keep him twenty-four 

hours in the service. He would show civil ser­
vants that when they were paid to do a certain 
thing it was their place to do it, and that they were 
not going to run the co•mtry. In seemed to him 
from the way some Ministers spoke that oome civil 
servants were able to do what they liked. 
Ministers were prepared to defend them in 
actions like this, but he considered it was scan­
dalous. As to throwing discredit on the hon. 
member for Gympie, he reckoned that hon. 
member came out of it much better than those 
who had tried to make charges agamst him. His 
character was as high and he was as highly 
respected as m em hers on the other side. 

Mr. BURROvVS (Cha1·ters Towers) contended 
th~t there was no reason whatever for the delay 
that had taken place in connection with the 
Gym pie rolls. In regard to the statement that the 
rolls had been consolidated, such was not the case. 
The "upplementary lists were consolidated, but 
they only occupied a few insignificant pages, 
and their consolidation was a verY simple matter. 
No satisfactory reas m had been advanced for 
the delay. In Charters Towers 1,100 odd names 
had be ~n marked a;;.; '' dead," "left," or "disM 
qualified." He believed the local electoral 
registrar was as honest and deoent a man as one 
could meet, and be thought that officer's leg had 
been pulled by other people, and he had been 
forced to take this action. There was a branch 
of the political association at Charters Towers, 
and no doubt they bad been busily at work. 
There was one individual twenty-four years of 
age who was born at Charters Towers, and 
had never resided elsewhere, and he had been 
notified that his name would be struck off. The 
person who submitted that name, if he could be 
found, deserved to be summarily treated. 

The HOi.IIE SECRETARY: vVhat is the name? 
Mr. BUgROW8: Jo.eph Healy. 
The HoliiE SECRETARY : Not an uncommon 

name. It may be a c<se of identity. 
1\lr. BURROWS: There were two of the 

same family-two brothers. He never knew of 
any other .J. Healy at Charters Towers except the 
father. This Healy was a prominent footb.tl!er 
on the Towers, and was known to everyone 
there; and the person who submitted that name 
must baYe known that it was being done with 
the intention of robbing the man of a right 
which he possessed-if he knew anything. Then 
there was :mother person occupying a similar 
position-well known as a handicapper of pedes­
trian events. He went to Charters Towers over 
twenty-seven years ago, and had not resided out 
of the town since, except when making a short 
visit to Sydney or Melbourne. 

The PREi.lfiER: There was a well-known man 
shot in Charters Towers the other day. 

Mr. BURROvVS: There were some other 
men who ought to be shot apparently if they 
could be got hold of. He was afraid the Prin­
cipal Electoral Registrar would have a very 
poor chance if some people could get hold of 
him. He was trying to find that gentleman's 
office the other day, and he was informed that 
it w~ts somewhere near the Town Hall. The 
difficulty of finding the Principal Electoral 
Registrar, and the place in which his office was 
situated, might lead a man to suppose he wns 
conscious of some evil deeds, and for that reason 
had hidden away in some dark recess. He 
was apparently afraid of a disfranchised elector 
interviewing him with a bludgeon. He (Mr . 
Burrows) had to go back to the Treasury, and 
was there instructed where to find the Principal 
Electoral Registrar's office. Having found in 
he was interviewed by several clerks, who looked 
at him suspiciously to see if he had a revolver or 
other bloodthirsty weapon in his pos&,"sion. 
They questioned him to find out whether it was 
his name that was struck off the roll, or whether 
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he was acting for somebody else, and having 
informPd them that ha was acting on behalf of 
somebody else, the next time he went to the office 
he had no difficulty in being allowed to see the 
Principal Electoral Registrar. The reason he 
went to interview the Principal Electoral Regis­
trar was this : In Charters Towers at the last 
by-election certain men complained to him that 
their names were on the roll but that they were 
not allowed to record their votes, and he 
wanted to discover the reason for that action, 
becau,<e the returning officer had explained that 
he had been inotructed by the Principal Elec­
toral Reg-istrar not to allow these persons to vote. 
The only rea,on that he could give was that they 
were not qualified, although the men themselves 
were prepared to sign any declaration that might 
be ouhmitted to them. He was pleased to say 
the Principal Electoral Registrar had made a 
satisfactory explanation why the men were not 
allowed to vote. Onen1un, a Mr. Dnnne, who was 
a permanent resident, had gone to Ravenswood in 
the Kennedy electorate, and on the 25th Sep­
tPmber, 1900, he applied to be placed on the 
Kennedy roll, at the same time stating in his 
electoral form that he was on the Charters 
Towers rolL He only stayed in the Kennedy 
electorate a few months, and then came back to 
Charters Towers, and finding hi' name on the 
roll he thought there was no necessity to take 
any further action. He remained in Charters 
Towers up to the d<cty of the election, and then 
was disqualified. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: He must have been 
unable to answer the questions. 

?!Ir. BLJRRO\VS: No, the man was prepared 
to sign any declaration, and answer any question 
nut to him. 
• The HOME SECRETAl\Y: But he answered in 
such a way that under the law he could not be 
allowed to vote, 

Mr. BURROWS: Nothing of the kind. The 
man's name appeared on two rolls with a res'idence 
qualification. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Was his name on the 
roll on the day of election? 

Mr. BURROWS: Yes. 
The HOME SECRETARY: He sh0uld have been 

questioned as to whether he had r~sided the 
required period, and if he answered satisfactorily, 
he shoulrl have been allowed to vote. 

Mr. BURROWS thought if the Home Secre­
tary interviewed the Principal Electoral Regis­
trar he would find he was in error. 

The HoME SECRETARY : That is the law; I am 
satisfied. 

Mr. BURROWS: It was on the order of the 
Principal Electoral Registrar that the men were 
not allowed to vote, and if what the Home 
Secretary Mid was correct, then the Principal 
Electoral Registrar was wrong. The man Dun ne 
was, as he had pomted out, on two rolls with a 
residential qnalification ; but he had comA back 
to Charters Towers, and wished to exercise his 
vote. 

The HouE SECRETARY: How long had he been 
there? 

Mr. BURROWS : About seven or eight 
months. He was very much surprised when he 
was refused a vote. Clause 30E of the Act pro­
vided for names being struck off the roll straight 
away if the qualification ceased to exist. In that 
case, if the name had been struck off straight 
away the man would not have been dioqualified 
because he would have taken steps in time to 
have it restored, but as matters stood he was not 
struck off until the last moment. Yet, the Home 
Secretary told them that the action was illegal, 
and that the man should have had a vote. If that 
was sn, the Principal ElectoralReedstrar exceeded 
his duty, and had been responsible for several 
men who were entitled to vote being disfranchised. 

There is one other little matter he would like to­
refer to. It seemed to him that, 

[9 p.m,] considering the difficulties that 
surrounded men getting on the roll 

and the difficulty of remaining there, it was a 
great wonder that the m em bArs of the Labour 
party were elected at all. Every opportunity 
had been taken to disfranchise men that were 
favourable to them. He thought that admiesion 
was contained in the letter or circular which had 
been read by the leader of the Opposition, Mr. 
Browne. Another thing he would like to refer 
to was that when an election took place in 
Charters Towers, up to the last election it had 
been customary for the presiding officer to supply 
refreshments to the officers taking part or as,ist­
ing in the election-that was the scrutineers for 
both parties. 

The Hmm SECRETAl\Y: Elsewhere the candi­
dates do it. 

Mr. BURROWS : They had never done it on 
Charters Towers, and he thought if they did 
they would lay themselves open tu a charge of 
corruption, because a man was not even allowed to 
buy a drink for his supporters. During all the 
years past this had been done by the returmng 
officer, and the Government had paid for those 
refre,hments. He had been there since 1893, 
and the returning officer bad complained to him 
on one or two occasions that the Government 
were so mean and niggardly that they would not 
pay his account. The suhsequent election proved 
that he was correct, and the Government were 
so mean and niggardly that they objected to pay 
his account. 

The SECHETARY FOR .AGRIO!JLTGRE: The Go­
vernment did not pay it. 

Mr. BURRO\VS: The G"vernment did pay 
it until the IHst election. He supposed they got 
sick of paying for the return of Labour m <embers;, 
but if members supporting the Government had 
continued to be returned, he had no doubt the 
GoYernnJent would lntvt:,cnnthlued tu pay for the 
refreshments. He thought it wa" the duty of 
the Government to provide facilities for a man 
to record his vote when he got on the roll, and 
that had not been done sufficiently at Cho.rters 
Towers. At Charters Towers there waE one 
village or town which had a population of 
between 500 or 600 men. In olden days, 
when the seat was secure to the Government, 
there was always a polling-booth there, and 
the expenses were reduced to a minin1um, and 
every opportunity was given for an elector 
to record his vote. Now the attitude of the 
Gnvernment had changed, and the constituency 
ha<i returned Labour men for so many years that 
the Government had altered the facilities pro­
vided for the,~e people to record their votes. In 
Millchest<-r, which is 3 miles from Charters 
Towers, and the surrounding districts there were 
a great number of men "ho did not knock off 
work until 4 o'clock on Saturdays, and owing to 
there being no polling-booth at band they were 
prevented from recording their votes. A large 
number of people had practically been dis­
franchised during the last two elections owing to 
the absence of proper polling facilities. There 
was another matter that be wished to refer to, 
and that was that the elections were not always 
too clean, and in some cases the voting-papers of 
electors was tampered with with the object of 
giving a majority to the wrong candidate. He was 
given to understand that they had altered ballot­
papers that were formal, and made them in­
formal, and this had be~n done to increase the 
majority of the other man. He thonght if he 
could bring evidence in the form of affidavits to 
show that that had taken place, it "ould b8 a 
matter for very rig-id inquiry. He had with him 
no les" than three affidavits from gentlemen who 
were intimately connected with an election which 
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took place here some three years ago-in 1899. 
This was at an election in which the unsuccessful 
candidate declarer! that he had been defeated by 
foul means, and the ballot-papers had been tam­
pered with aftc·r they were first cnunted, so as to 
give the successful candidate a majority which he 
otherwise would not have got. This is the 
affidavit-

I, John Alexander 3IcLean, make oath and say as 
follows-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 
:r-v1r. BURROVVS: \Vhat is the point of order. 
The CHAIRMAN: The point of order is 

that this matter is now down for consideration 
by the House. There is a motion, given notice 
of by yourself, and it is irregular to anticipate 
the debate on it. 

Mr. BURROWS maintained that the matter 
he was dealing with had never been before the 
select committee. It "as entirely new, and he 
thought that he might he permitted to go on. It 
\Vas not <.:Dntained in the substance of his n1otion, 
because those affida.-its were not produced before 
the select commi tt .·e. 

The CHAIR MA)[: I wonld point out to the 
hem. member that th9 motion refers to "fresh 
facts and disclosures," which will be dealt with. 

Mr. BURROWS would like to point out that 
his motion said "fresh facts :1nd disclosures con­
tained in the report of the select committee." 
'l'he report of the 'elect committee had nothing 
whatever to do with the matter with which he 
now wished to deal. It was a matter which had 
not been submitted to the committee, but was 
entirely new ground. 

The SECRETAHY FOH AGHICULTUHE; It is the 
same subject, is it not? 

Mr. BURROWS: No. He contended he was 
perfectly in order, and, with the Chairman's 
permission, he would proceed. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! I am of opinion 
that the whole question referring to the Cam­
booya election and the disappnrance of certain 
papers and documents is to be discussed under this 
motion, and therefore the hon. member cannot 
anticipate the discussion by entering into it in 
committee. 

Mr. BURROvVS was not going to enter into 
that question at all. He was not going to speak 
about the disappearance of any documents at all. 
The documents that he was referring to did not 
disappear. He was not speaking of the electoral 
claims. They were now discns"ing the vote for 
the Principal Electoral Registrar, and under that 
vote he understood they could traverse election 
matters generally. The affidavits be wished to 
read had reference to certain disclosures which 
had recently been made, but had never been 
before the select committee. They dealt with 
the alterat.ion of ballot-papers only. He simply 
wished to read the affHavits of men who were 
acting as scrutineers at the election to show that 
the election had not been conducted as it ought 
to have been conducted, and to show that suffi­
cient care was not taken to prevent the viola­
tion of the secrecy of the ballot. 

I remember the 18th day of 3Iarch--

Mr. ANNEAH: You have ruled, Mr. Grimes­
The CHAIRMAN: Order! I have already 

ruled that anything with reference to the Cam­
booya electirm cannot be discussed-that it is 
anticipating this motion which is upon the busi­
ness-paper, and which has been placed there by 
the hon. member himself. 

Mr. BUHROWS: vVell, he submitted under 
protest. He thought that the Chairman had 
been very harsh with him. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! 

Mr. BURROWS : He had attempted to do 
what be believed to be his duty, and the Chair­
man had ruled him out of order for some reason 
that was unintelligible to him. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! If the hon. 
1nember objects to rny ruling, he must rnove a 
motion to that effect, but he cannot question it 
otherwise. 

Mr. BUH,ROWS: Very well; he would have 
to submit, he supposed. He bad not made any 
charge against any electoral registrar. He did 
not believe they were responsible for the striking 
off of names, or for attempting to deprive men of 
their electoral rights; but it appeared to him 
that the political organisations which were scat­
tered all over the country had been very active 
in the matter, and that they exercised a very 
great influence over hon. 1netnbers opposite-or, 
he should say, over those who were supposed to 
be entirely removed frnm political influence. He 
should expect the Home Secretary to give him a 
little light upon the statement he had made 
with respect to the Principal Electoral Registrar 
having exceeded his duty in preventing a certain 
man from voting at Clmrters Tower,, 

The HO::YIE Sl:WHETARY: The facts were 
not exactly as the bon. member had stated. The 
fact of the matter was that the man's name had 
already been removed from the roll under 
section 30E of the Elections Act, which was to 
this effeet-

If it appears from the claim-

Now, the hon. member should remember that 
that would be the claim in regard to the Kennedy 
electorate-
thn,t tlw 'llaimant is registered in rr~:;pect of the 
qualification of residence for some other electoral 
district, the electoral regi~~trar shall, when the claim 
has been dealt with by the court, forthwith send 
notice of the fact to the returning officer or officers of 
the district or districts for which the claimant is so 
registered~ 

That was Charters Towers-
and, also to the Principal Electoral Registrar. And 
the returning officH or officers shall forthwith 
erase the name of the claimant from the roll or ro~ls 
of such district or distriets, a11d shall send him notice 
that his name has been so erased. 

That had been done; and, therefore, his name 
was not on the Charters Towers roll. 

Jliir. BcHHOWS : His name was on, excuse me. 
The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem­

ber did not understand it, apparently. Although 
his name was there in print, perhap•, on some 
unauthorised roll, on the returning officer's own 
roll--

Mr. BcHHOWS : It was on the returning officer's 
own roll, marked in red ink. 

The HOM.i'J SECRETARY : Exactly­
marked in red ink. It had been erased from 
the roll under section 30E. The thing was as 
simple as A B C. ·with regard to the question 
of expenses, he was sorry to say that Charters 
Towers had rather an unenviable notoriety. He 
thought that it was at the last general election 
that vouchers for a Yery considerable sum were 
sent in. He was speaking entirely from mem,ry, 
but he knew that, compared with other places, 
the amount charged by the returning officer was 
very excessive. It was brought under his 
notice, and he asked for particulars. Amongst 
other things that appeared in the voucher 
was a lunch for forty people at 7s. 6d. a 
head. He did not know whether hon. mem­
bers opposite thought that was a fair thing, 
but he did not. He then caused notice to be 
sent that, although the Youcbers would be paid, 
as the money had already been spent, he gave a 
solemn warning to the persons concerned that 
nothing of the sort would be countenanced in 
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future, and that for any expenditure of that 
excessive character they would have to be 
responsible themselves. 

Mr. ANNEAR: The same as other people. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Yes, the same 

as other people ; and it was possible that the 
vouchers were not fully paid this last time 
because of that warning. 

Mr. BuRROWS: I think the vouchers were all 
paid this time. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Then they would 
not be next time, that was all. 

Mr. BCRROWS: But this time the scrutineers 
of the candidates had to pay their own expenses. 

The HOME SECRE'rARY: That was all right. 
Mr. BURRO\VS : The man they were speak­

ing of, whose name had been removed from the 
roll, g-ot on the Kennedy roll on 25th September, 
1900. Now he remained on the Charters Towers 
roll after that. A notice might have been sent 
to his address at Charters Towers for all he 
knew while he was away, but after he came back 
he never got a notice, and his name continuerl to 
appear on the Charters Towers roll. 

The HoME SECRETARY : He would not get 
notice ; it is a consequence of his own act. 

Mr. BURRO\VS : If that had been done 
immediately, or very soon after the man had left 
the district, he would not have been disrptalified 
from voting when the election took place; but 
his name was allowed to remain on the roll until 
he claimed his vote. If it had been struck 
off on the 25th September, as it should have 
been, then, when he came to Charters Towers 
and noticed that his name was not on the 
roll, he could have had it put on again. The 
very last roll they got from the courthouse 
contained his name, and they were very much sur­
prised that the roll of the returning officer had 
certain names marked out in red ink. The thing 
he complained of was that if the man's name had 
been struck off immediately he was on the Ken­
nedy roll, he would have been able to make a 
fresh affidavit and have a vote, whereas, owing to 
some person not having done his duty, the man 
was debarred of his legal right. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber was perfectly right in saying that the name 
ought to have been removed from the roll im­
mediately. But the Principal Electoral Regis­
trar, who very carefully scrutinised all the rolls 
of the colony, discovered that a number of local 
electoral registrars had fallen into the habit of 
not marking off the roll men who had gone on to 
another roll under section 30E. That was no 
isolated instance; it was found generally through­
out the colony. The Principal Electoral Regis­
trar then directed the registrars to strike those 
names off then which ought to have been struck 
off ! on g hefore. 

Mr. DUNSFORD (Charten Towers): \Vhen 
the short amending Act was introduced in 1898, 
which brought into existence the new electoral 
department, they were given to understand that 
tho~e grievances and chargeR which were brought 
before the Uommittee on the Estimates year after 
year would no longer exist. Not only did those 
grievance' still exist, but the evil had been 
intensified. 

The Hm!E SECRETARY : I deny that. 
Mr. DUNSFORD : Charges such as they had 

spent the last four or five hours over had been 
more numernus than ever. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Every one of them has 
been proved to be imaginary. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: The Home Secretary had 
said that it was not specially the duty of the 
Principal Electoral Registrar to eee that the 
rolls were in a proper state. 

The HOME SECRETARY : It is as far as he can 
by checking one roll with another. 

Mr. DUNSFORD was glad the hon. gentle­
man admittPd that, becau-e he had not at preeent 
seen where the responsibility rested for those 
grievance9--

The HoME SECRETARY : \Vhnt grievances? 
Mr. DUNSFORD: The wholesale removal 

every year of citizens who were entitled to vote. 
That was a very important matter. They were 
no more justified in ste<tling a man's vote than in 
stealing his purse. Yet they had whole8ale 
robbery of the rights of citizenship, eddently 
connived at by some officials of the Government. 

The .HOME SECRET AllY: That is not corrt et. 
Mr. DUNSFORD : He did not know, he had 

no proof; but there was the fact that in spite of 
the new de[Jartment the g-rie,·anCf.'l S<> often 
complained of were intensified. The late Sir 
J ames Dickson, when intr<>ducing that Bill, said 
he did so with the sole desire that the elecloral 
roll should be maintained in an efficient manner, 
and that the duty of purging and keeping the 
rolls in a thoroughly etficient condition was of 
such vital importance that there should be a 
special officer to perform th;,t duty. That was 
done. A special officer was appointed for that 
special purpose, and that purpose had failed. 

The HoME SEORETAHY : I deny that. 
Mr. DUNSFORD: They had proof of it in 

the proceedings to-night. 
The HOME SECRETARY : There is nothing in 

the grievanc'" that have been mentioned to-night. 
They have all been answered. 

Mr. DUNSFORD : Statements had been 

[9 .30 J n,ade, but it was very hard to pro-
. p.m. duce proofs of them here. 
The HOME SECRETARY : This is not a revision 

court. 
Mr. BROW~E: The fact that there are 10,000 

names marked dend, left, or disqualified, proves 
that rolls have not been kept in an efficient 
state. 

The Ef Ol\IE SECRETARY: It is evidence that 
there has been a good deal of shifting about by 
electors. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: The fact that there are 
10,000 names on the existing rolls, some of which 
ought not to be there, was proof that the depart­
ment had failed in attaining the object for which 
it was started. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No; it proves its use­
fulness. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: The late Premier, Mr. 
Dickson, further on said that the amending Bill 
was initiated to form an electoral department so 
that the rolls would be under the supervision of 
an officer who would be responsible to the 
Parliament of the day. That was what he (Mr. 
Dunsford) wanted. 'The Minister had asserted 
that the Principal Electoral Registrar was not 
responsible to Parliament. 

The HoME SECRETARY: No; I said he was 
not responsible for the acceptances of claims and 
the giving of notices. He can only check them 
when inforrnaLion comes to him in returns. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: Was the Principal Elec­
toral Registr >r reRponsible to Parliament? 

The HmiE 8ECRETARY: Certainly he is. 
Mr. DUNSFORD: Yet, if these grievances 

were as numerous as they were made out to be, 
it was clear that the electoral registrar should 
give some reasons why these evils continued to 
exist. It appeared to him a very simple matter, 
when citizens had their full addresses given on 
the roll, to find out-with the whole police at 
their command-whether these citizens were still 
remaining in the electoral district for which they 
were on the roll. But when they found that pro­
minent citizens in the district-living in the same 
homes and following the same occupations that 
they had followed for years, and who were entitled 
to remain on the rolls-had their names struck 
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off the rolls, it was marvellous. If there had 
only been :< few cases instanced, it showed, to 
say the least of it, that there had been some 
carelessness. vVere they to have all these griev­
ances trotted out every year? They knew that 
there were grounds for the,e grievances, or they 
would not be brought up. They had not heard 
such a l<Jt of grievances in other departments, 
although they occasionally heard some; but here 
they had snch a lot of them. \Vhen they were 
voting £1, 12fl to this department, they should 
see some good results or they should not con­
tinue the department. Up to the present he 
could not see how the publjc had benefited under 
the present electoral law. Even the electoral 
regis• rars complained about getting orders from 
all quarters. 

The HO}IE SECRETARY: No; that is not so. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: He would not dwell any 
furLher on the matter, as it had been pretty well 
threshed out. He would merely say that there 
had been three sets of causes of complaint. The 
opposi' e side had corn plained that uninno to 
which his party were attached had used their 
best endeavollr8 to get men on t 1,Je roll. That 
was the charge made again8t his side, and he 
pleaded guilty to it, because they were perfectly 
justified. in using every rea,onable means to assi't 
citizans in obtaining their just dues-theit· certi­
ficates of citizenship. Other charges had been 
rnade that cert;,in associations had been trying 
to knock men off the roll. If associations were 
formed for a got>d object, and they attained that 
object, that would he very good. But thev saw 
that some of these associations had paid officials, 
who sent certain lists to electoral registrars, and 
in many cases these regi~trars [LCtfd on thPIU 

without full inquiry. 1\Iany of these thousands 
of rrJen who were mC~rked "dead," "left," or 
"disqualified," were still entitled to have their 
names on the rolk A very small percentl'lge of 
them should he removed from the rolk It was 
a very wrong thing that any a.,sociation should 
be allowed to dictate to the Principal Electoral 
llegit;trar, \vho was responRlble for those under 
him. He thought a very good case had been made 
out against the electoral department and the 
Minister. 

Mr. MoDONXELL (Fortitude Vallep) thought 
the Committee would pretty well agree that 
when a man had no qualification his name 
should not be on the roll, and that when a man 
had a qualification for a number of years and 
had not moved out of his house for twenty or 
thirty years he had good reason for complaining 
when he saw his name ir. the daily or weekly 
Press as being marked as having left his resi­
dence or otherwise become discpmlified. The fact 
of t.he matter was that in the V allev electorate 
there had been GOO no.mes knocked off the roll. 

The Ho~rE SECRE'rARY : Not knocked off. 

Mr. i\JcDONNELL: Practically knocked nff. 
The HoME SECRETARY: They have received 

notice. 
Mr. McDONNELL : Their names had been 

published, and if they did not reply to show 
their q nalifications, their mnnes would be 
removed from the roll; but why should men be 
put to all this trouble, and treat,rd with such 
unfairness, if there was no reason for their na1nes 
being removed from the roll? 

The HoME SECRE'l'ARY : Can you say how 
many of these men are entitled to be on the roll? 

Mr. McDONNELL : The Home Secretary 
could find out, if he inquired at the Principal 
Registrar's office, that in the Valley electorate a 
number of persons had been marked as dead, 
left, or disqualified, who had lived there for a 
number of years, and still lived there. 

The HOME SECRETARY: How many ? 

Mr. McDOKNELL : A good many. A good 
many of these men do not hold the same politics 
as he did. 

The HOME SECRETARY: A large proportion of 
the·n, I shuulr] think. 

:'.Jr. McDONNELL: A great proportion-
75 per cent., he believed-of the names appearing· 
011 that list were the names of men who generally 
voted on the Labour side in politics. He held 
in his hand the narneR of a number of men who 
had been marked as "left" or "di::;qualified," 
and who had never left their premises in the 
electorate. He knew one man-his colleague 
also knew his name-who had lived in Harcourt 
street for thirty years, and had neyer left the 
place during the whole of that time, and yet he 
was rnarked as having "left." 

Mr. McMASTER : l know one who has been 
thirty years in the Valley and is marked as 
''dead." 

Mr. McDONNELL : That was worse. The 
electoral registrar had received notice from the 
man to whom he referred. He did not wish to 
attribute any partiality to the electoral registrar. 
He believed that those officers were desirous of 
doing their work in a fair and impartial manner, 
but he took exception to their being supplied with 
information that was not verified. He knew 
that the Act did not compel electoral registrars· 
to htwe such information verified, and in that 
respect it was very faulty. There w~s in the 
Valley a National Liberal Association, an associa­
tion similar tu the "Political A.-s," and it was a 
well-known fact that an oi£cer of t.hat association 
wa' very hu,-y going round the Valley finding 
out the opini•ms of as many electors as he could. 
This rnan had been supplying lists to the electoral 
registrar, and he did not blame him in one sense, 
because he had to show his association that he 
was doing something for his money, and he bad 
shown that by the large list which had been 
published in the newspapers. 

::VIr. McMASTER: He is not responsible for 
that. 

1\:l!-. MuDOXNELL: He was very largely 
responsible for it. 

Mr. ::\Ic::\IASTER: You know different to that. 
lVIr. McDOl'I\ELL: He did not know differ­

ent. The Labour organisation in the Valley had, 
undoub edly put a good many names on the roll 
durin>~ the last twelve months-he had attested a 
goocl many claims himself-but thev did that 
irrespective of the political opinions of the appli­
cants. They had never refused to put any man's 
name on the roll if he was entitled to the franehise. 
He did not believe that 1 per cent. of the 
name, they had put on the roll had been rejected 
at the revision courts. The unfortunate thing 
wa" that an nssociation like theN ational Liberal 
Association \\as wilfully rernoving names from 
the roll by furnishing the electoral registmrs 
with false and misleading information. 'I'he 
electoral registrars were not respon8ible, except 
to the extent that thPy accepted information 
from snch organisations be!ieving it to be reliable. 
If this discussion had no other effect than to 
show electoral registrars that they could not 
rely on the information supplied to them it 
would have done some gc,od. Shoulcl the Elec­
toral Reform Bill, which was on the paper, 
be passed this session, provision would have 
to he macle to alter the present uns,,tisfacrory 
state of affairs in this connection. The Govern 
ment and the Home t:lecretary must recognise 
that at the present time the Act is most un­
fair, and the machinery is not what it should 
be to deal with electoral rolls in a fair and 
impartial manner. Electoral registrars were 
imposed upon by unscrupulous persons, who 
desired to see the names of certain people 
removed from the .rolls. Tt had heen said that 
members on that side filled up claims, and he did 
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not deny it. If a man had a qualification, every 
effurt should be made to assist him in getting his 
name on the roll, no matter how he might vote 
at an election ; but so far as knocking names off 
the roll, he did not know of any information 
being supplied by the Labour organisation in 
:Fortitude Valley tu the electoral registrar with 
a view of getting names struck off the roll, 
except in a few cases where men had a property 
qualification and had become insolvent, and in a 
few cases where it wa" a well-known fact the 
men had left the district for a nuruber of years. 
If the Home Secretary would make inquiries into 
the matter, he would find that the Labour organ­
isations, not only in Brisbane, but right through­
out Queensland, stood in exactly the same position 
in that respect as the organisation in Fortitude 
Valley. They had opened a room in ]<'.,rtitude 
Valley every Friday and Saturday night, and 
any man who wished could go there and see the 
list that had been publbhed showing the names 
of those electors who were marked as left or 
disqualified, and, if he was legally entitled 
to be enrolled, steps wonlrl be taken to have 
his name retained. He (Mr. McDonnell) had 
attended there on two Fridav and three Satur­
day nights, when a number of men bad called in 
a great rage, because-though they had lived 
in the oame place for a number of years-some 
busybodies employed by the "Political Ass" 
had put them to the inconvenience of h<tving 
again to prove their qualification. A number 
of these men did not take the newspaper and scan 
every name in the list, and unless some neigh­
bours who were more, of politicians, and who 
read the newspapers mane closBly, pointed out 
that their names were included in the list, they 
would be knocked off the roll when the time for 
revision arrived. He thought, in view of what 
had occurred in the past, that the electoral regis­
trars should be more careful in the matter of 
accepting information. 

Mr. ANNEAR; No doubt the hon. member 
would like the Committee to think that members 
on his side were the C[Uintessence of innocence 
as regarded political affair8. The political 
association of which he (Mr. Annear) was proud 
to be a member was evidently waking up hon. 
members opposite, and he did not think the 
time had been wasted in discussing this im­
portant matter. Hon. members opposite took 
exception to the great number of namc-r that had 
been advertised, thus giving people an oppor­
tunity-if they were qualified-of having their 
names ret,.ined on the t'Oll. 

Mr. McDoNNELL: Do you justify men being 
knncked off the roll when they are qualified? 

Mr. ANNEAR : He would come to that by 
and bv. He knew something about that little 
room in the Valley where they met on J!'rid>ty 
and Saturday evenings. He had been informed 
that when the Hon. J. :b'erguson was a candidate 
for the Senate of the Commonwealth, his agent 
in Rockhampton sent a circular to every elector 
in the colony. 

An HoNOUHABLE MEii!BEH: No. 
Mr. ANKEAR : Perhaps the bon. member 

might be one of the 12,000 who could not be 
found-because he was informed that 12,000 
circulars were returned through the dead-letter 
office ; and that was a greater proportion than 
the names that had been advPrtised in the 
p'tpers. The bon. member for Cairns made a 
statement with which he entirely agreed, when 
he said it was their duty to see that every man 
who was C[Ualified should have his name put on 
the roll. It seemed that he had raised a hornet's 
nest about his head by referring to what had 
taken place at Gladstone. But be objected to 
roll-stuffing-he objected to men who were not 
qualified having their names placed on the roll. 

He would now reply to the hon. member for 
:b'ortitude Valley, Mr. McDonnell. He lived 
in Fortitude Valley; and there was a gentleman 
who lived in his house and a man who worked for 
him. They both applied to have their names put 
on the Valley roll, and I believe they went to 
a little room, of which the senior member for the 
Valley spoke-of course they went to the wrong 
shop to have their names put on. But they got 
their claims filled up, and then it was shown that 
they resided at his house. At the same time 
four others went to have their claims filled in. 
Of course h1s two friends thought they were 
qualified to vote for the constitutional candidate 
at the last election, and they saw two out of the 
four who had their claims fillerl in the same 1light 
go in and record their votes, but they were told 
that their names were not on the roll, and there­
fore they could not vote. Th<lt showed the 
necessity there was for this organisation, which was 
doing such good work-that enabled men who 
believed in the Constitution and good govr rnment 
to have their names put on the roll. \Vhen the 
pers)nS representing the party oppo,ite in 
that little room knew that his tv. o friends 
could not have their names put on the roll 
in time to record their votes at the election, 
those two claims were sent to the electoral 
registrar. Hi• two friends came to him after 
the election and said they were surprised at not 
being able to record their votes, and asked what 
they should do. He advised them to send in two 
fresh chims. 'fhey did so, and they were both 
informed, in rep!)·, that their claims bad already 
been received. He thought that was a bit of 
sharp practice. 

Mr. McMASTli:R: That is only one out of 
many. 

Mr. ANNEAR : Of course, they had heard a 
great deal about the newspapers; ond members 
on the Government side had been called hire­
lings of the Brisbane Courier and other organs. 
He had the pleasure of being supported by the 
Cmtrie>· during the federJl campaign, and he 
considered it a great compliment to be supported 
by such an able paper-a paper that repmsented 
the true interests of the country. The hon. 

member for Gympie made what he 
[10 p.m.] thought a very plausible speech. 

He said he went to Gladstone 
because no other magistrat<os were to be found to 
atte,st the claims of the men working on the rail­
way. \Vhy, justices of the peace were as thick 
as peas in Gladstone. The two contractors were 
justices, and there were also one or two living 
along the route of the railway. But, no! The 
trip of the bon. member was organised, because 
the hon. member for Port Curtis dared to assert 
his independence as a man and vote in accord­
ana~ wir.h his cnnRcience. 

Mr. TURLEY: Bunkum ! 
Mr. ANXEAR: It was no use telling him it 

was bunkum. Tbe campaign had commenced, 
anrl evcn his worthy friend the member for 
Wide Bay was to be ousted. He had always 
made it a rule never to go into any man's electo­
rate to interfere with, abuse, or traduce him. 
Anything he had to say to a man he said it to 
his face. 

Mr. KEHR: Shake them up! 

Mr. ANNEAR: No doubt hon. members 
opposite were being shaken up to some tune. 
The Liberal Association, which upheld the Con­
stitution, was doing good Wilrk throughout 
Queensland, and would continue to do g">od 
work which would counteract such work as that 
which his friends in Fortitude Valley complained 
about. 

Mr. McDONNELL : The hon. member for 
Maryborough had made a statement which be 
would like to characterise outside in pretty plain 
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language. He did not care who the hon. mem· 
her's two friends were, they had told him a de· 
liberate and wilful lie. He challenged the hon. 
member to prove a single case in which a man 
had had his claim filled up by the organisation 
in Fortitude V alley, and that claim had been 
withheld. 

Mr. AN NEAR: \V ill you give £10 to the hospi· 
tal if I vrove it ? 

Mr. McDONNELL: He had no hesitation in 
saying that in no case in which a claim had been 
Tilled up had the political opinions of the person 
filling it up been inquired into. 

The HOME SECRETARY : How was it they did 
not get on the roll? 

Mr. McDONNELL: The statement of the 
hon. member was that two p,;rsons whose claims 
were filled up by the Valley ·worke"'' Orgauisa· 
tiou had had those claims held back, whil,; the 
names of others who filled in claims at the same 
time bad appeared on the roll. He had no 
hesitation in saying that that was a deliberate 
lie, and be challenged the hon. member to prove 
it in any way be chose. He had not £10 to give 
to the Brisbane Hospital, particularly at the 
present time, but he was vrepared to hand half 
that amount over and give it as much publicity 
as possible, if the statement that the hon. gentle­
man had made vroved to be a true statement. 

Mr. ANNEAR: All right; I will accetJt that. 
Mr. McDON~ELL: He had watched this 

thing so long in F,Jrtitnde Valley that he be­
lieved the men whu were working in connection 
with filling in claims there were incap~ble of 
doing so mean or contemptible an action. He 
felt satisfied of that, and, knowing as he did the 
men who had been doing that work, he could 
say that not in one single instance had a man's 
political views been questioned. He and his 
late colleague, Mr. Higgs, had sent in a lut of 
::Jlaims, and he was proud of it. They bad been 
able to place a lot of men on the roll, 
and the Ltet that not 1 per cent. had been 
rejected at the revision court was sufficient 
evidence that those whose :Jlaims were filled 
in were entitled to vote. He thought, if 
inquiries were made, and if the electoral roll 
could be analysed, it would be found that a very 
large percentage of the claims filled in by the 
Valley \Vorkers' Organisation were the claims 
of !Jersons who held exactly op;:JOsite opinions 
to those held by themselves. He would say 
again that the statement made to the hon. 
member for Maryborough by his two friends, 
and he affirmed it standing on the floor of that 
House, was a deliberate and wilful lie. 

Mr. ANNEAR: You may tell those two gentle­
men that. 

Mr. McMASTER (Fortitude Valley): It ap­
peared to him that hon. members on the other 
>Jide had been struck very hard, and seemed to 
feel very wre. He regretted that the leader of 
the OppGsition was not in his place, because he 
had opened the hall and fired the first shot. 
That hon. gentleman had commenced by giving 
a very good advertisemlnt to the Liberal Asso­
ciation that had recently been formed in Bris­
bane; he had read its rules, and he (Mr. 
McMaster) thought he did it a kindness. He was 
not quite sure that the leader of the Opposition 
intended the kindness, but he had given that 
association a good advertisement, which would 
all appear in Hansard. It appeared to him 
that hon. members opposite were very sorry and 
angry at the idea of an association being formed 
in order to combat their tactics. It was well 
known that th~y had an association or organi­
sation for the purpose of stuffing the rolls for 
years past, and in se~f-defence the people were 
now beginning to see that it was necessary that 
they should organise on the other side. The 

hon. member, the leader of the Opposition, 
stated that these rules had not been in force 
during the V alley election. 

Mr. GrvENS: Y on defied the rules of your 
organisation. 

Mr. McMASTER: He did not belong to it. 
(Laughter.) The hon. member said that if these 
rules had been in existence at the time of the 
Valley election, be (Mr. J\Ic;\laster) would have 
been looked upon as a blackleg. He might inform 
the hon. member that tb~t association bad 
nothing whatever to do with the :Fortitude 
V alley electorate; they had not interfered with 
it in any shape or fnrm. They had an association 
of their own in the Valley. The other association 
h11d a rule which provided that there should 
be a branch of its organisatic>" in all the elec­
torates except Fortitude Valley. However, they 
had already cowmenced an association to combat 
the organisation on the other side. His colleague 
said that that organisation ouly sought to put on 
the roll parties who were eligible to be placed on 
the roll. He (:VIr. Mc:VIaster) had to refnae to 
attest a claim of a young man who was endea­
vouring to be pnt on the roll of another elec· 
torate, because he could see that the young man 
wo.s not of age and ought not to he on the roll. 
The brother of the young man was with him, 
and when he (Mr. McMaster) said that he was 
too young to be on the roll, he said he had as 
much right to be on this other roll as he 
had to be on the roll of the Fortitude 
Valley. He (Mr. McMaster) said he was 
not on the roll, but on turning it up be found 
that he was. He then said, "Y on are not 
twenty years of age,"· and the young man replied 
" No. I shall be nineteen on my next birth· 
day." He (Mr. MeMaster) asked how his name 
got to be on the roll, and he got the reply that it 
was done at a meeting on a lorry at the corner of 
Ivory street. But he would not attest the claim, 
and this was only one of many cases of persons 
who were on the roll, and who ought not to be 
there. 

Mr. McDONNELL: How long ago is that? 
Mr. McMAS'rER : Two or three years ago. 
Mr. KERR: Oh, that is ancient history. 
Mr. McMASTER: If it was ancient history 

it was history which was being repeated every 
day. They had only to go down vVickham 
street or Brunswick street on a :Friday or Satur­
day evening and they would hear young men 
who were getting close to twenty years of age 
being asked ii their names were on the rolls, 
and if they said "No, " they were told that if 
they would go into the office it would be put 
on for them. That system had been going 
on for years, and it was time that members 
of the Constitutional party woke up and tried 
to vrotect their own interests. 'rhe other side 
had had such a long lease of packing the 
rolle, that they fe!O annoyed when a move was 
made to purify the rolls, and get the names 
taken off that ought not to be there. He agreed 
with his colleague that a good many names were 
advertised as dead, disqualified, or left, which 
ongbt not to be. His colleague, and some other 
hon. members, said they did not lay any com­
plaints or give any information to the registrar or 
his officers. But he knew that they did. He 
knew that they took information in. His col· 
league knew that there was one man particularly 
who went round the V alley doing nothing but 
cadging for names; and if a man left, or if he was 
marked as being a Government supporter, or even 
if he moved simply across to the other side of 
the street, he was marked as h>~ving left the elec· 
torate. He did not blame the rEgistmr if he did 
not make a full inquiry. So far as the registrar 
knew the man might have left. He thought the 
Home Secretary should allow the registrar more 
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help, so that he could make proper inquiries 
before he struck off any name from the roll. He 
wa~ afraid the hon. gentleman was rat her starv­
ing the department, in not giving it facilities for 
making inquiries. He decidedly object.ed to the list 
of names being ad vert1sed left, disqualified, or 
dead, before the notices were sent out to ascertain 
whether they had left, become disqualified, or 
had died. As it was, the list was advertised 
first, aud the notice went out afterwards. To 
his mind that wa" wrong, and he did not think 
it was the intention of the law. He thought the 
intention of the law was that the notices should 
be sent out fir•t to ascertain whether the iufor­
mation that the officer had received was correct 
or otherwise, and if he fotind it wa" not, or if he 
could not find out he could advertise the narneY. 

Mr .• J. HAMILTON: I think that is not done. 

Mr. McMASTER : It was not done in the 
Valley. The list was published ten or twelve 
days before the notices were sent out. He 
thought this was due to the fact that the regis­
trar had not sufficient assistance to ca.rry out the 
duties of his office. In populous districts where 
the electoral roll was very large such as in the 
Valley-where there were nearly 4,000 names­
North Brisbane, and Charters Towers, a man 
ought to be constantly employed in collecting 
information for the registrar as to the correct­
ness or otherwise of the reports he had in his 
office. With regard to what had been said by 
the hon. member for JYiaryborongb, he could only 
say that an old man c>me to him on the day of 
the election in the V alley ; he seemed to be 
rather angry and he wanted to know how it was 
that his name was not on the roll. He (Mr. 
McMaster) said he supposed it was because 
he harl neglected to put his name on in 
time. The man then made this statement:­
"I took my own name and several others into 
an office' -he did not ask him at the time what 
office he took them into, but he made the state­
ment that there were four othe!'S there at the 
same time getting their claims filled up, and he 
wanted to know how those young men were 
allowed to vote when their claims were filled up 
the same night :'tS his. He had no doubt that, if 
he had been allowed to vote, he (:\Ir. McMaster) 
would have got his vote. A week or two after 
he met the other young man, and he put the 
question to him direct, "\Vbere did you take 
your claim?" He said, "I took it to the office 
that was in the building opposite the hotel 
in Leichhardt street." That hotel had l1een 
known to him for many years as Dono­
van's. It was in the new buildings which had 
been put up, and whicb were knr.wn as 
Edw:trds's Buildings, and th<tt was wbere the 
league of which his colleague spoke had its office 
previous to the Valley election. He alw ques­
tioned the young man, ''Did you take your 
claim yoursf' lf ?" And he said "Yes." " Was 
there anybody else there?" "Yes." He named 
two out of the four that were there. He then 
asked him, "In your claim, did you 8ay where 
you lived?" "Yes." "Where did you s.tate ?" 
"My residence was with Mr. Annear, Harcourt 
street." \Vhether the hon. member for Mary­
borough was correct or not, those were the two 
statemen'" that were made to him-the one on 
the day of the election, and the other a week or 
two after. It was, therefore, now between his 
colleague and the hem. member for :\laryborough. 
He hoped the hospital would get the.£/), bec'>use 
it wonld mean .£15 to their funds. He regretted 
to hear how kind the Government were to their 
enemies, and how shabbily they treated their 
fr;ends. The cat had been let out of the bag to­
night by the hon. member for Charters Towers. 
It appeared that the Government had paid for a 
luncheon at Charters Towers to over forty people, 

at 7s. 6d. a head. He presumed that was for the 
candidate" and their scrutioeers. \V ell, he had 
been electi• .neering for a great many years, and he 
had never got a penny from the Government to 
buy a glass of beer for a scrutineer of his. He had 
a! ways to provide lunch for ],is own ocrutineers, 
and he had been a fair supporter of the Govern­
ment for many yeus. And yet they were told 
that tbe Northern people could eat and drink 
just as much as they chose on tf.e day of the 
election at the Government expense. 

The SECRETARY ~'OR AGRICULTGRE: Not the· 
Northern people. We do not get that in other 
parts of the North. 

Mr. JYlcMASTER: No wonder they laughed 
at the G .. vernment. If they lived to see the next 
election, Southern members could justly put in a 
claim to the Treasury tu pay for luncheons for 
their scrutineers and assistants. A great deal 
had been said about the supplementary rolls not 
being in time for the elections at Gym pie and 
Rockhampton North, nnd they had got a great 
deal of information. He was sure that the Home· 
Secretary himself had got a good deal of informa­
tion regarding the way in which the Principal 
Elector a] Registrar and the printing office did 
their work. 

Mr. REm : I never said anything about the 
Principal Electoral Registrar. I s~id what the 
retuming officer at Gympie had done. 

Mr. McMASTER : He believed the hon. 
member for Enogg-era knew more about the 
working of tho'e offices than any other member, 
and he hoped that the officers would give them 
all the same information ; but they had not all 
got the cheek of the hon. m~mber to go and 
tossick ronnd those offices. He regretted-and 
he thought that the Government tlJUSt also regret 
-that the supplementary rolls had n<•t been 
ready in time for the elections at Gym pie and 
Rockhamptnn North. The organi3ation in 
Fortitude Valley and th" Trades Hall people pre­
vented the late member for Fortitude Valley, Mr. 
Higgs, resigning nntil the supplementary roll was 
made up. i\Ir. Higgs publicly stated in Forti­
tude Valley that he did not intBnd to re cign 
until the names that had been corruptly struck 
off were restored, but, as names c"u'd only be 
struck oft: at the annual revjsion courtjn Novenl­
ber, no names could have been struck off at that 
tirne. Of course he nnder,tood what that meant. 
It meant that Mr. Higgs did not re"ig·n until the 
supplementary roll was teady, because they were 
adding a large number of namei· to the roll. 
Now, had the supplementary rolls b> en ready 
for use at Gympie and Rockhampton North, the· 
same thing might have happened there as hap­
pened in Fortitude V alley. 

Mr. REm: No fear; they are more intelligent 
up there. 

Mr. MoMASTER: The other sirle held the 
seat until thos~ names were on the roll, and 
until they got .£40 of the State's money in order 
to fight McMaster ; and yet, when the poll was 
declared, the Labour party got a nasty kick. 
They "lost their 'bn>'," and they had not got 
over it yet. Instead of hdding back the other 
roll,, therefore, it would have been much better 
if the Government harl •ent them on. They did 

not expect what wa" going to happen 
[10·30 p.m.] in the ValJ,y, becau"e the leader of 

the Opposition had said at a public 
meeting some time before the election that the 
Government were not game to bring forward a 
straight-out candidate, that all the candidates 
were afraid to say they supported the Govern­
ment; they came out as independents. He did 
not give any uncertain sound. 
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Mr. BROWNE : You were the only one who 
came out straight. 

Mr. ::\Ic::\1ASTER: Hon. members on the 
other side felt very sore. They had been hit 
very hard; they had been tested at every point; 
they had raised a storm which they were unable 
to quell. In the Valley liot he might particuhrly 
mention two cases. One was put down as dead 
whom he had known for thirty years, and was 
still very much alive, and residing where he had 
lived for the hst twenty years. The other, who 
was marked as having left, had not changed his 
residence since 18!!3. That man's name w.ts 
published, and he did not get his notiCe until ten 
.days afterwards. He hoped that state of things 
would be remedied. 

Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South) said the hon. 
member for the Valley had just stated that the 
Labour party were hard hit. All they had to 
complain of was that the administration of the 
electoral laws was to some extent being made 
subservient to the wishes of a number of persons 
who had rPgistered themselves in an organisation 
of which he believed the Premier was the head. 
And in that they were backed up by the hon. 
member who had just resumed his seat, who said 
that the matter brought forward by the leader of 
the Labour party was perfectly right, and that 
numbers of people had been objected to who 
were not dead, or who had not left the electorate. 
They knew perfectly well what had been going 
on for years. They knew that the name of the 
late Mr. Bulcock Rtank in the nostrils of the 
people of Queensland. 

lYIE,IrBERS on the Government side: No no! 
:\!EMBERS of the Opposition: Yes, yes! 

Mr. TURLEY : "Bulcocking the roll" was a 
familiar term, '"nd why? Because he did every. 
thing he possibly could to deprive tho:;e of 
another way of thinking from himself and the 
party behind him of the rights of citizenship; 
and for doing that dirty work he was sent to 
another place; and made an J\I.L.O. 

:VIr. Al<XEAR : If you live as honourable a life 
as Mr. Bnlcock, yoa will have nothing to be 
ashamed of. 

Mr. TURLEY : Yes; he also might be raised 
to the dignity of a membEr of the Legislative 
Council. It was amusing to hear the hon. mem­
ber for ::\Iaryborough talking about his "friend" 
the hon. member for \Vide Bay, when only last 
week h 'was charging him with corruption in con­
nection with an election. The hon. member 
objected to any member going into another elec­
torc,te to hold meetings. 

Mr. Ax:sEAR: I do not object to you going to 
Maryborough next Saturday. 

Mr. TURLEY : He was going to ::\1aryborough 
next Saturday to hold " meeting, and intended 
to sign all the electoral claims with which he 
was satisfied. 

Mr. AN:-!EAR: Can you make an inquiry into 
100 claims in an hour and a-half ? 

Mr. TURLEY : According to the Act he 
could. The Act stated th"t the person witness­
ing the claim must satisfy himself from inquiry 
from the person whose claim was being filled in 
or otherwise. 

An HoNOl"RABLE ::liE~IBER : '' Or otherwise." 
Mr. TURLEY: It distinctly stated that so 

long as he got the information from the person 
filling in the claim he was complying with the 
law. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICuLTuRE: That is 
enough to condemn you. 

::\tJ:r. TURLEY : It was not. That was the 
law distinctly. However else could a man get a 
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claim filled in? They knew that for years past 
the only men who had their names put on the com­
mission of the peace were men of a certain 
colour. 

The HmiE SECRETARY : No, that is not true. · 

Mr. TURLEY: The reason why the electoral 
law of 1892 was brought in was because it was 
recognised by the party then in power that no 
man would be able to get his name on the roll 
unle"s a magistrate chose to attest his claim. In 
hundreds of cases magistrates bad distinctly 
refased to witness claims of people who were 
entitled to be on the rolls; and after a great deal 
of agitation, had not the electoral law be<>n 
altered, and were not a few civil servants added 
to the commission of the peace in order to 
enable persons to get their claims attested? A 
great majorit~· of civil servants did not care 
about attesting these claims ; they made 
excuses and asked the claimant to go to 
someone else. Those public officials were afraid 
of being victimised if they witne,,sed any claim 
for the Labour party. He knew that the hon. 
member for Barcoo recommended as honest and 
straightforward a man ;>Sever stond in the colony 
to be placed on the commission of the peace, and 
his name had been kept off time after time be­
cause he was supposed to be a supporter of the 
Labour party. \Vhenever men were recom­
mended to be put on the commission of the peace 
inquiries werf' made, and, if it was believed that 
they were supporters of the Labour party, their 
names were left off. That was the usual prac­
tice. The list was stuffed every time with the 
names of men of a certain colour for political 
reasons. 

The PREMIER : How did you get on ? 

1\lr. TURLEY: Because be was a member of 
Parliament, and that had been stated by the 
Home Secretary. Take the case of the late hon. 
member for \Voothakata. Since be had left the 
House his name had been taken off the commis­
sion of the peace, and yet he is still the same 
straightforward and honourable man that he was 
when he was in the House. \Vhy had his name 
been scratched off the list? Simply because he 
was believed to be a man who was in sympathy 
with the Labour movement. 

The HOii!E SECRETARY: Xo. There was another 
object. 

Mr. GIYEXS: What was it? 
'fhe HOME SECRETARY: I will tell you 

presently. 
Mr. TURLEY: He was clerk of a divisional 

board ; but there were many clerks of divisional 
boards and clerks of municipalities whose names 
were on the cornmiseion of the peace. Such an 
excu'e was a very flimsy one. The objection 
was that he was in sympathy with the Labour 
movement. \Vith regard to the hon. member 
for Gympie going up to near Gladstone and 
attesting certain clai1ns, he could quite conceive 
that if that hon. member had held a meeting, 
a large nu m her of people would take ad vantage 
of his being there, to get him to attest their 
claims. Men had gone from different pa•ts of 
Central Queensland, wbo had their names on 
other roll; before, and after they had been there 
some time they wished to get their names on that 
roll. And yet hon. members opposite objected 
to that, because they thought they had not the 
right earmark. \Vhen men shifted from one 
place to another, hon. members or,pnsite thought 
that everything •hould be done, whether honest or 
straightforw.1rd or not, to try and pre,ent them 
getting on rolk They said tlwt it was a matter 
of taste for a member of Parliament to attest 
claims in his own electorate. There was no 
question of taste in the matter at all ; it was the 
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duty of the hon. member, after he had made full 
inquiry and was satisfied, to attest a claim. 
\V hat had taken place in the electorate of the· 
hon. member for Bulloo? Men there had been 
euchred out of votes, and that matter had been 
brought up in the House time and again. The hon. 
gentleman attempted to defend that by stating 
that they had moved from one place to another 
in the district, or some other such flimsy excuse. 
As a matter of fact, hon. members opposite had 
endeavoured wr.enever possible to put every 
obstacle in the way of men being registered. 
The only reason why the question had been 
brought up this evening was that the administra­
tion of a depnrtment of the State was being 
made subservient to an organisation which had 
for its object the maintenance in office of the 
present Ministry, so that they might be able to 
carry on the class legislation which had been 
characteristic of Queensland for a nnmber of 
years past. 

The HO.:\IE SECRBTARY thought that h0n. 
members had had a very fair innings. The 
grievances which had been specifically referred 
to by hem. members opposite had been fully met. 
A lot of seneral st"'tements had been made which 
it was impossible to meet. A number of grievances 
had al.o been propounded by members on that 
side of the Chamber in regard to the alleged 
1nisdoings of hon. rnembers opposite and their 
friends and supporters which he thought h"'d not 
been satisf::tcturily n1et. However, that 'vas a 
matter of opinion. Hon. members opposite 
would, of course, plume themselves on having 
given an un.mswerable reply to e. erything 
brought against them. At any rate, they had 
had a very fair innings as far as talking was con­
cerned, and he would now ask them to allow the 
question to go to a vote. 

Mr. BHOWXE objected to the statement that 
there had simply been an interchange of griev­
ances on both sides, and thc.t they were all satis­
fied. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : I did not say that 
everyone was satbfied. I said each was satisfied 
with himself. 

:Mr. BRO\VNE: \Vhen he brought this matter 
up this afternoon he had no idea th:1t it would 
lead to so much recrimination. He distinctly 
stated that there were between 10,000 and 11,000 
electors whoce names were advertised as objected 
to, ::;nd that he wanted to know the reason for 
that, and who was responsible for those objec­
tions. The junior member for l<'ortitude Valley, 
and other hon. members, had agreed that there 
were a number of men objected to who it was 
well known were entitled to have their names 
retained on the roll. Another reason why he 
brought the matter fe>rward was that the Go­
vernment were crying out at the present time 
for economy in every shape and form, and that 
if any request was made to them for a few 
shillings for an old man they said they had no 
money to spend. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : \Vhere was any such 
statement made? 

Mr. J3RO\VNE : He would give the hon. 
gentleman a fact. He was informed that the 
unfortunate old men and women down at 
Dunwich who were doing the work of wardsmen 
and wnrdswomen, for which they had in the past 
received & few shillings and 3 oz. of whisky a 
week, had had that allowance stopped. 

The Hmm SECRETAI\Y: Yon might reserve 
that until the time comes for its discussion. 

1\Ir. BRO\VNE : The hon. gentleman had 
asked him to give an instance, and he had done 
so. But now, coming back to the question, he 
would point out that when the Government were 

studying economy in every way, whoever was in 
charge of the electoral department was not 
helping the Government by filling the news­
papers all over the colony with the names of 
electors whose qualifications had no right to be 
challenged, as the taxpayers would have to pay 
the bills for those advertisements. It was 
immaterial which side objected to the names 
which were advertised; but he believed that 
organisations on his side had had Yery little to 
do with regard to knocking tho•e names off the 
roll. 

Mr. McMASTER: Yes, they have. 

Mr. BRO\VNE: \V ell, even if that w"'s the 
case, he would say that no matter which side 
was responsible for what had taken place the 
electoral registrars should be perfectly un­
trammelled in their action. The Home Secretary 
had admitted that they wanted more help in the 
office of the Principal Electoral Registrar, and the 
junior member for "Fortitude V alley had empha­
sised that ~tatement. All he could say was that 
if the electoral registrar wa.s so busy, and he 
received ::, list of 200 or :iOO names, as those 
gentlemen forming that association boasted in 
a circular they had supplied, the chances were 
that be would not trouble to f<O throug·h them. 
\Vhy should those persons whose qualification 
remained unchanged lw,ve again to prove their 
claims? It was unfair to the electurs, unfair 
to the country, and unfair to the electoral 
department that ouch influence as he had indi­
cated should be brought to bear in the matter. 
So far they had bad no answer to that objection. 
\\ ith regard to what the hon. member fur .!\1ary· 

borough, T\Ir. Annear, said about 
[11 p.m.J justices of the peace, h9 might say 

that the first time it \vrcs proposed 
to put him on the commission of the peace he 
refused ; and he took the position eventually 
because he thuught it was the duty of every 
man who was a magistrate to do all he possibly 
could to get men on the roll. He had done that 
in his electotate, especially in the outlying parts; 
and so long as he was on the commission of the 
peace he intended to do so. He had been invited 
to pay a visit to Maryborougb next Saturday, 
and he could assure the hon. member that if there 
were any persons there who had been unable 
to get on the roll, and could show their bona 
fides to him, he would be proud to witness 
their claims. So far as the claim forms were 
concerned, he had experienced the difficulty in 
outlying parts of the colony of getting claim 
forms, and whenever he travelled now he took 
claim forms with him. He helped fill in the 
claims, and if the parties satisfied him of their 
uona fides, he witne,sed their signatures. If that 
was not consistent with the duty of a magistrate, 
and the Home Secretary thought so, the hon. 
gentleman was at liberty to remove his name 
from the commis•ion of the peace any moment he 
liked. 

Question put and passed. 

The HOME SECRETARY moved that the 
Chairman leave the chair, report progress, and 
ask leave to sit again. 

Mr. KEOGH (Rosewood): Io was the unani­
mous wish of parties outside that he should ask 
the Chief Secretary if it was his intention to 
bring in the amendment to the Shop and Fac· 
tories Act this week, or whether he would do so 
at the earliest opportunity. 

The CHAIRMAN: It is not in order for the 
hr>n. member to rai''e that question on thio motion. 

Qnestion put and passed ; and the Committee 
obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at five minutes past 
11 o'clock. 




