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Supply. [15 AUGUST.] Questions. 377 

THURSDAY, 13 At:Gl:ST, 1901. 

'fhe SPEAKER (Hon. Arthur :!\Iorgan, Warwick) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

DEATH OF THE EMPRESS DOWAGER 
OF GER~fANY. 

PRESE!'\TATIO!'\ on' ADDRESS OP Co:>DOLE!'\CE. 

The SPEAKER announced that, pur,mant to 
the Order of the House, made on the 13th instant, 
he bad pre~ent~d to His Excellency the Lieu­
tenant-Gu\·ernor their resolution exprPHsing 
sorrow at the news of the death of the Empress 
Dowager of Germany, and sympathy with their 
Majesties the King and (,.lueen, and the Royal 
Family of Great Britain and Ireland, and with 
their Imperial Majesties the Emperor and Em­
press of Germany. 

(~UESTIOXS. 

}1AI!'\TEXAXCE Ol<' STATE RAILWAYS. 

::\Ir. BOWJ\IAX (Wnrrego), for Mr. Kerr, 
asked the :-lecretary for Hailways-

1. Is it true that the :\11nister requested the recent 
conference o( en;;inerrs to report on the aclvisablenrss 
of letting ont b~' contract portion of the maintenance 
of the :state railways t 

2. If so. has the report heen !:'nbmit ted? 
3 \Yrll he lay the report on the table of the HousP-? 

'The SECRE'l'ARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. ,T. Leahy, Bul/oo) replied-

rrhis is a quntion dealing with the management of 
the department, as between the :Jlimstcr ~md his 
officers. I will not amnver sueh questions in t'uture. 
Tllc answer to this qnestion is ··J\ o." 

HINDOOS IN 0BSER\ATORY PARK, BRISBANE. 

l\Ir. L ESIN A ( Cle1'mont) asked the Home 
Secretary-

1. Is he aware that eight Jiindooshave heen encamped 
in the Obsen·arory I)ark, Brisbane, during the past 
three davs? 

2. If 1iot. will he canse inqnirie5 to be made into the 
matter. anU have said IIintloos remove<l ~ 
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The HOJUE SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G. 
Foxton, Car·narroa) replied-

1. I ha.vc ascertainf-'d that some coloured men have 
been in the park for a few days. 

2. Further intittiries are being made. 

WORKMEN'S OOMPE;'\SATIOX BILL. 
:FmsT REAmsr;. 

On the motion of Mr. RYLAKD, this Bill 
wa!j read a first time, ::.nd the t<econd reading 
m<tde an Order of the Day for Thursday, ;Jth 
September. 

1\IINIKG ACT OF 1808 A::.\IEXDl\IE::'\T 
BILL. 

FIRST READUW. 

On thP motion of the HOME SECRETARY 
(Hon. J. F. G. Foxton, Carnarmn), in the 
absence of the Secretary for Mines, leave \Va~ 
given to introduce a Bill to amend the .Mining 
Act of 1898. 

At a later hour, 

The Bill was read a first time, and the second 
reading made an Order of the Day f,,r Tuesday 
next. 

CONDITIOKS OF GOVERXI\IEXT 
00"::'\TRACTS. 

Go1•ernment Contracts. 

carrying on the wnrk and taking advantage of 
the necessities of those who were not in a puoition 
to hel!J themselves, with the result, as titated at 
the time, that work was being done by able· 
bodied men in Queensla11d at the mte of -Is. and 
4s. Gel. a day. ThoRe men had come from a 
11eighbouring colony, where they had been en· 
gaged on simiiar )Jublic works-railways-and 
had been receiving no less than Gs. Ud. a d"y, 
because there was at thnt time, and there is 
now, a clause in all their contracts providing 
that the• e shall bP a ruinimum rate ot wages 
pairl. There was another case which came 
under my notice at that time, and that was of 
two cJntrC:tctors tenilering for a public work, and 
one, I was given to understand, in fixing his 
price bad baoed it un wages at the mte of Gs. « 
dav, thinking that that was a fair wage to pay 
meu. who were able to do the work that he 
1 equired. The other contractor thought he 
c .. uld get men at u;. a day, and the resuh was 
that he was to some extent able to cut under the 
man who was willing to )Jay a fair wage to the 
Inen he wa.:s employing. 

The S;;omiTARY ~'OR IbiL\LHS : \Vhat con­
tract was that ? 

:\Ir. TURLEY: I am not exactly sure which 
contract it was, bnt it waf', a contractor in BrisM 
bane who informed me of the fact at the time. 
He said he had put in for a contract, but 
another man, by adoptin~ a lower rate of wages, 
had been able to cut under him, with thf' result 
that a lower rate of wages was lwing paid to the 
men who were employed. I may cay that when 
1 came to look into the matter I founci that it 
was prevalent throug:bout the whole of the Aus­
tralian C•1Jonies and 1--:nglanU to a, greater extent 
than I bad dwught. I found that in England, 
as far hack as 11-\Hl, l\Ir. Sydney Buxton, 
L'nder Secretary of 8tate for the Colonies, 

Mr. TURLEY (Rr·isbane South), in moving-­
That, in thP oviniou of tile IIouNe. it i~ desirable 

that in all condition:-> of contl'act for the performan<'e or 
work Ulldertaken to be done for the Governm~:nt. there 
shall be attached :.t &chedule eontrtining the names of 
the different tratJeR- Ol' oecupatwns nBces~ary for the 
performance of snch \YOrk anrl the rninimnm rate of 
wages to be paid to tlle operatives of ~nch trade~ or 
occnpatious, snt'11 rates to be fixed by the Governnwnt, 
and to be t1eternnned by the ruling ratp-. of wagF-. paid 
for similar work tn the dbtrict in which ::-;nch contract 
is to be carried out: s1wh rates to be ob~pn·en. till the 
completion of tlw wo1 k. The schedule to be attaehed 
to and form part of the conditions or contract ro be 
signed atld be Linding on the contractor and npon :nn 
person who may take a sub-eontract utHler the earl­
tractor. That a clause be inserted in the conditlons of 
all Government ('Ontra('tS tlu.tt eight. hour~ sh ... ll cou­
stit.ut.e a dav·~ work for which such wa~;es shall be 
paid. That ~the scheclnle and an cianse:;, rdating to 
employees, contained in the condition::· of contract 1Je 
posted up in conspicuons places where\'el' such ·work is 
being performed-· 

, brought forward a resolut.ion in which it was 1 
affirmerl that it was uecessary to do away with 
subletting in Govermueut contracts and to 
mnk8 every effort to secure the payttJent 
of such wage:-; as are generally acceptt:-'d as 
current in each trade fnr con1petent \V(Jrkwen. 
Later on thE're waR an01 her res<Jlution applying 
the sa tHe sort of thing to the men who were 
employed in the Govemment dockyards and 
other places. Another body, the London 
County Cnnncil, also brought in a motiun-it 
was moved by .T ohn Burns, and •econded by 
Sir Thomas Farrer-as follows:-

said : Before I move this motion I would like to 
explain the reason why I call~d "::'\ot fntmal" 
to it. I did so bec~use I considered "discu"'ion ! 
on a question (lf this sort is neces~ary, inaRtnuch 
as that there are a number of members here who 
were nut in the House when the di-cus~ion took 
place previously. I may say that the H<>n. the 
Secretary for .H..ail wayt5 wa:; courteous enough to 
inform me that they would get a division upon 
it if pos,ible this ufternoon, if we took it a' a 
formal motion. The only reu&on why I did not 1 

accept the bon. gentle1nan':-; offer wa..;; bt-canse ' 
I thought the matter worthy of di,cussion, and 
that it would be better for hon. member.< who 
were not here on the IJI'f'Yious occasion to ha\'e 
an opportunity of <li~cus~ing it before they gnYe 
their votes. I may say that this matter has 
been brought nu <'n two preYinn~ occasion~. 
It was fir"t bronght in in 18(11i, when it 
was defeated by 2ii to 11 votes. Again the 
mattf'r was hruught up in 1RU7, and on a 
vote being taken it wa~ once nwre defeaterl. 
I may say that what induced me in the 
firo't place to b, ing a motion of this sort before 
the House, was the fact that there was work 
being carried out under the auspice;; of the 
<+overnment of the time-that ;,, to say, the 
Government had let contracts to men who were 

That nll eC'ntraetrJTS be compelled to sjgn a dedara­
tion that t hty pa \ the tra,de union rate of \vageH, and 
ob..:pn·e the hour~ of labonr anrl conditions reco~.mi~ed 
b\" the trade union<:: in the place or placeo;; where the 
elm tract is executed ; and that the hours and ·wages 
Ue insert et! iu and form part of the contract b~· way or 
s<'hednle, and that penalties be enforced for any breach 
of agreement. 

That "as carried and was followed out, anrl, I 
may say, is strictly adher<-rl to np to the present 
titnP wheneYPT contractr; art: let by that br,dy. 
In Victoria th.ey have a schedule attached to 
their contract;, which forms part uf the con­
tract, and has to l1e obsened by tbo,e who take 
up the work. That schedule is to this tfftct-

rrhc several rates of wages. as E;et out in the schedule 
lieremat'ter stated, shall be }Htld by tlJC contractor (')r, in 
the e\',~nt of the Board of Laud aucl VYot'ks Hpproving 
of the subletting of any ])Ortion or portions of the 
\VOrk:~. b~· the sulH~ontractor• for the various services 
to be performed unde1· this contract. 

So far as I know that has worked well. The 
only evidence I have with reference to that, 
except what is furnished by the heads of depart· 
ments, is in a speech which was made by a mem­
ber of the House of Re)Jnsentati\·es of the 
Federal Parliament on 2~th .Tune last year. He 
pointf'd out that a similar resolution had been 
moved in the Yictorian Home of Parliament in 
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1894, but it was not carried in that year. The 
following year it was again introduced, and 
there w:cs not one solitary member of the House 
who rai-;ed his voice a~ainst it. It was nnani~ 
mously c 'rried. lYir. Maugher, speaking on the 
28th of June this vear, said-

The principle had been ln operation ever since in the 
State of Yictoria. witlt the happiest re ... ults, o 1e of the 
first of 'vhich was the abolition of subletting or con­
tracts, which in the pailt had been -:o detrimental to the 
interests of the worker. 

As far as New South \\'ales i~ concerned, we 
find that the system was brought in by the 
JY1inister· for \Vorks, and applied to contracts of 
a small amount in the first instance, as they 
thought it wa' an experiment. It had not been 
working very long before tbey re>1!isecl that it 
was very sucees,,ful, and that it should be applied 
to all contra0ts for public works let by the State. 
I shall probably LG told that the s~·stem lws not 
been such a great success in Kew South \Vales, 
even among the men. I have been told before, 
when I have brnught this question forward, that 
men who ha Ye been employed on p:1blic works in 
New Sonth \Vales have objc'Cled to the condi­
tion, because it had the effect of lowering w•ges, 
and I have previously adduced evidene.e to show 
that that is wrong. I pointed ont that, at one 
time, a deputR tion waited npon the JYiini,ter for 
Public \Vorks in that colony, and represented 
that they thought the wages on a certain con· 
tract were not suf!iciently high. The 1'>~Iinister 
said, "If you are not satist!ed, I mn prepared to 
exempt yon from the conditions on this contract 
altogether as far''" wages are concerned." They 
replied," Nu." 

The SEURETAHY FOHPCBLIO\YORK~: \Vas that 
.Mr. Hmne? 

Mr. TUH.LEY: Ko, I fancy it was the 
present ::\Iinister for \Yorb, lYir. O'Sullh·an. 

The SECIU;TARY l<'OR PcRLH' \Vom;:~: That was 
not a cold morning. 

1\I r. TURLEY: I do not know whether it was 
a cold morning, but I know that as soon as that 
offer was made to the men they said they did 
not wish to be exempt from the conditions in the 
"chedule which formed part of the contracL. 
Then, there is other evidence that the men do 
not object to the condition. Only last month a 
committee of working men. repr8Renting a large 
number of men who had been empl .. yed on I 

public works in different places in K ew S,mth 1 

\Vales, waited upon the prPsent l\1inister for 
'Works in that colony, and pre,ented him with a 
gold wa.tch and chain, and a purse of sovereigns. 
On the watch was inscribed-

Jlrcsented to the Hon. E. \L O'Snllivan in recogr:ition 
of his effort5 in connection with day labour and tile 
minimum wage. 

That presentation was made on the 18th of July 
last, and I think that is sntlJcient. evidence to 
show that the workmetJ of :1\ew South \Yales, 
who had been employed on public works under 
the conditions I propose, are catisfied with those 
condition~. \.\"'"orking Tnen are not usually stupid 1 

ennngh to go round collecting money for preben~ 
tations to pc .. ,pJe who are in the hs.bit of lettin~ 
contracts where the eont.ractors have a free rmnd 
to employ men at starvation wages. If they 
were, we should h<tYe had >1 testimoni»l 
presented to the Secretary for Public \\' orks in 
Queen:-;land Rmne seven year::; ago, becau~e 
the \vag-es paid on a Goverrnnent contract at 
that time were about as low as or lower than 
were ever pairl. on any (~overnrnent contract I 
have heard of in Australia. In South Australia. 
they were >'<Hne time before they got the Bystem 
in vognP. I am not snre when the 1notion wn~ 
paosed. but I am taking the f.tai.ement of Mr. 
Batchelor, who was not long ago elected as a, 

member for that colony in the House of Repre­
'entati 1·e< in the Federal Parliament. As 
reported in the Fec!eral Hansard, be says-

There is a proYision exactly similar to this inserted in 
all Government contracts in Sonth Anstralia. 

The SECRETARY FOB Pt:l3LIO 'IVORKS: Similar 
to w)u,t '? 

.'.1r. TURLEY: Similar to the motion which 
was moved in the Federal Parlioment, and which 
was then under discussion. I was not previously 
aware that a resolution had been carried in ttw 
South Australian Parliament, although I knew 
that under the conditions of contract a contrac­
tor had to abide by the decision of an arbitration 
which would be summoned to deal with any 
di-putes regardin"' wages or the conditions of 
labour that migho

0

be brought l!D during the cur­
rency of the contract. I statPd that the reason 
I brought this matter np in the rlrst instance 
was because at the time things had Leen and 
were then very b.d in Queensland, and contrac­
tors were t~king advantage of the necessitie:< of 
th<mc• who were least able to protect them­
selves. I hold that if there h any duty whicn 
appertains to the Government it is that of en­
deavouring to protect that portion of the com­
munity which is weakest and lea't able to 
protecc themselves. 'l'hA condition of things 
which I described as then exi,ting has not 
been disputed by any member of the Govern­
ment. The statements I made cannot be cou­
tradicted, becaw;e they are absolutely true. And 
when we see that practically the same conditions 
are looming ahead now in (.iueensland I think it 
is time thac something was done to protect the 
peopl -. employed on Government contracts. 
After 11'!!3 times were very bad, and now we see 
looming in the distance a very similar state of 
things. According to a report which appeared in 
the Courier of the !lth of August, 1\Ir. Cnrtis, 
the m<>mber for Rockhampton, stated at a depu­
tation which waited on the Secretary for Public 
\Vorks, that-

The Harbour Boartl emplo.~·rd about lOO 1nen, but 
that the <'hairman of that body said the!'e were some 
200 more lookin)2; Jor work. If :::\Ionnt :J.Iorgan had to 
clo~e clown throngh want of water there wonld be 
abont bOO more men thrown out of employment. The 
position was very 8Crion~. 

Mr. Callan, the member for Fitzroy, said-
AlreadY 270 or 280 men were knocked off at ~fount 

}!organ, :uul. it' the,· did uot get rain, they wonld not 
be more th~n 200 I{ept on the ·works altogether while 
they ''"ere short of water. 

As eYidence that it is re1<Jised that it is some 
portion of the duty of the Government to see 
that those people get sn!lleth;ni( to do, I may 
quote a remark of the :i\Iinister, who in replying 
to the deputation, said-

He ltad g-o11e on with the work by day iabonr. as the 
plan:-; f r the line:-; were not read.'· to call tenders, and 
1.000 men wonld bn.Ye had to wait months if thev 
followed that cour:-.e. 

That shows that it is recognisAd by the Gol'ern­
ment that something muse be done with the 
object of Pndeavouring to enable the ].eople to 
tide o\-er the bad times we are I!Oing throngb. 
If that is so, I contend that while it i;; recognised 
that there must be a certain wage paid by the 
Govern111ent in carrying out their own works, 
the so.me principle should apply even when such 
works are c1.rried ont by cDntract. It is <--lS great 

an evil to H\Vt-rtt tnen through a con­
[4 p.m.] tractor as it is to enable the Gm·eru-

lnent to (tffer men the low wages 
which er·nt.ractors \Yill l'·'Y· I say th"re is 
no difference between t.he Government offering 
men .fs. a day and allnwing- a man to get a contract 
and pav 4<. a day. The ,,ame responsibility reets 
upon those who are at the head of affair,,, and 
who should see that a fair day's wage is paid for 
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a fair day's wot"k. Then we should take into 
consideration another fact-the co.st of living. 
The cost of living all through Queensland has 
gone up enormously. I know that rents, as far 
as Brisbane is concerned, have gone up con· 
siderably. 

Mr. CALLAN: They have gone down in Rock-
hampton. -

Mr. TCRLEY : I do not know about Rock­
hampton, but I know they have gone up in 
Brisbane. I know a house very near where I 
am living, the tenants of which were paying 7s. 
a week, and they got notice that the rent would be 
raise:l. to 12s. because there were people waiting to 
go in at that price. And outside the question of 
rent the price of provisions has gone up con­
siderably. vV e know that to-day we cannot 
live in Brisbane as cheaply as we could five or 
six years ago. Meat, bread, ancl everything that 
a person requires for daily consumption has gone 
up in price. 

Mr. :Fon~YTH: Nnt bread; it is cheaper. 
Mr. TUltLEY : I do not know whether it has 

eon;e clown, bnt I know it was up not very long 
ago. 

Hon. E. B. FonREST : Tb~re has been no 
change in bread for a long time. 

:Yir. BRIDCH:S : Bread is dear enough. 
Mr. TURLEY : I think it is dearer than it 

was some time ago. I know thfre wa" a consi­
derable rise within the last eighteen mnnths. 

The SECH],;TARY FOR Pt:BLIC vVom;:s: It was 
never cheaper than it is now. 

Mr. TURL:EY: I know it did g-o up, and 
taken all round the cost of living- is considerably 
higher than it was four or five years ago. The 
cost of provisions has gone up in 1nany cases 
from lii to 20 per cent. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC vVORKS: Flour is 
£() 10<. a ton in Toowoomba. It was never 
cbeaoer. 

Mr. :i!'OHSYTH : You can buy it at .£5 15·s. 
Mr. TLTRLEY: At all events, some time ag-o 

it went up, but whether it has come down again 
or not I do not know. Taken all through, the 
cost of living is greater. 

l\Ir. McMA~n;n: That is not so. 
Mr. TURLEY : I think if yun ask the 

average working man whether he can live as 
cheaply to-day as he could five years ago, he will 
tell you that he has to pay consicl8lably more 
for his provisions. He has to pay more for 
butter. 

Mr. Mc::YL\sTER : Xo. 
::VIr. TURLEY : \Vhat has he to pay for it 

now? 
Mr. McMASTER: About ls. 
Mr. TURLEY : About ls. ·ld. 
Mr. M ciHAsTER: X o, he does not. 
The SECHETARY FOR PCBLIU \VORKS: You do 

not eat but,ter evidently. 
Mr. TURLEY: Yes, I do eat butter, and I 

know within the last two or three d:ws butter 
has been bought for my house straight from a 
factory at ls. 3d. 

The HOliE 8ECHETARY: You were got at. 
).Jr. TUHLEY: I know that what I state is a 

fact, because the butter was got for my own house. 
I do not know whether that is the ruling rate, 
but I take it that the price charged by the 
people who makA the butter 1s the ruling price 
as far as the retail market is concerned. 

i\lr. BAR'fHOLO:'.IEW: Eggs are only 8d. 
Mr. 'l'UHLEY: Only a week or two ago they 

were considerably higher, and I am sure that 
taken all through the cost ol living has gone up 
considerably. Xow, if there is no clause in Go­
vernment contracts providing- for a minimum 
wage, what will Le the result? There will be no 
protection whatever for the men who may be 
employed. I know it may be said that if men 
do not choose to work for 2s. Gd. a day they 

need not. 'l'bat is so, but there is nothing that 
presses so hard upon one as hunger. There is 
nothing like starvation to compel men to do a 
great many things which under other circum­
stances they would not dream of doing. I contend 
that it is no part of the functions of Government 
to take ad vantage of the necessities of the poorest 
and weakest part of the population, or force 
others to do so, which they prectically do by 
allowing contracts to be taken without providing­
a c!ttuse under which a definite wage should be 
paid to the men employed by the contractors. 
If there is no such provision made we shall on 
the one hand have the Government paying 
directly for the construction of railway works a 
certain rate of wt-tges, and contractors nnder the 
Railway Department doing exactly similar work 
and paying a mnch lower rate of wages. 

::\Ir. AxxEAR: What about Mr. Henderson s 
remark about the Government stroke? 

::\Ir. TURLEY : I am not responsible for Mr. 
Henderson's remark orfor the Government stroke. 
I believe there is good work done by the men 
employed directly by the Government on the 
railways as well as by the men who are working 
under contract, although it may bn, perhape, 
that the Government do not pay certain men an 
extra Is. a day with the object of driving men to 
the uttermost of their ability. I myself have 
seen that "ystem in operation on wcrks carried 
out under contract. I may say that I think 
nearly ever class in the community is in favour 
of some sort of protection being given to men 
employed nnder contract. The Builders and 
Contractors' Association some yearH ago had a 
dqJutation to the Government, in which they 
asked that there should be a minimum rate of 
wages inserted in Government contracts. I 
think that was only about four or five years ago. 
They gave as their reason-and I think it ia a 
good reason-that while there were members of 
that association who were prepared to pay a fair 
rate of wages, there were unscrupulons people 
who came in and took ad,·antage of the workmen, 
with the result that the men who were prepared 
to deal fairly with their employee;. were rushed 
out of the market. I do not think we make a 
law against stealing to apply to honest people. 
The law agairmt theft applies only against 
persons who steal. So in this C'.lse the law would 
not be made to compel men who were in the habit 
of dealing fairly and honestly with their employees 
to do anything more than they do at present, but 
it would prevrnt unscrupulous people coming 
in und cntting underneath the fair and honest 
employf:r, and doing everything they could to 
make as big a profit out of wages as is possible. 
I think we can also escape a good deal of what 
\\re have seen going on in connection with public 
works. Not lung ago we had an inquiry into 
the Department uf Public \Vorks, and that in­
quiry simplysbowe.d that a good deal of the work 
was being scamped at that time. I do not know 
what ra.tes of wages \Yere being }lhid, but it 
seems to me that, if there is a fair rate of wages 
paid, a c(lntractor \Vould be able, and \vould pro­
bablv be inclined, to do better work than he 
would nnder a system where, being clo8ely 
pushed, he would engage the cheapest labour 
available with the objtct of carrying out his 
work successfully. I think I have given suffi­
cient evidonce of the fact that workmen are in 
favour of this, as workmen do notgenerallyprPsent 
testimonials to Mini,;ters m anyone else whose 
object has been for yc·ars to keep wages as low as 
poo<sihle. If, on the other hand, they see that a 
man is honestly endeavouring to do something 
which will bold the balance squarely between 
themselves as ci:izens and those who employ 
them, then very likely they recognise that, and 
the spontaneous recognition of it will show that 
men who have been en,ployed under this system 
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are altogether in favour of it. The majority of 
the community generally I think are iu favour 
of a system such as this. I remember not long 
ago, when the elections were going on in New 
South \Vales, looking up the opinions of the 
Sydney Press, which at that time was most 
decidedly opposed to the Government, and, 
if opposed to the Government, they were 
mure strAnu<msly opposed to the gentleman at 
the head of the Worb Department. Yet 
they had to admit, even before the elections 
came off, that if there was anything which 
would tell in favour of the re-election of a 
majority of the supporters of the Government it 
would be the promise of an Arbitration and 
Conciliation Act in New South Wale~, and the 
fact that the public works had been carried on 
by day labour, or that there had been a minimum 
wage clause inserted in all their contracts. And 
even after the election was over, when the 
Government had polled an enormous majority in 
the ccmntry, and had a very large majority in 
the House, even the Press of Sydney was pre­
pared to admit that it wa" mostly clue--

The SErmE'HRY FOR PUBLIC \VonKs: They 
have a very small majority in the House. Th.e 
Labour party make up their majority. 

Mr. TURLEY: That is very funny of the 
hon. gentleman, because I know very well that 
the whole of the Labour party are in favour of 
the minimum wage clause being inserted in all 
contracts. 

The SECRETARY l•'OR Pl'BLIC \VoRKS: Yes, but 
they are not members of the Government pnty. 

Mr. Tl~RLEY : That is quite possible, hnt, 
at any rate, they are supporting the Government, 
and the Press of Sydney admitted that it was on 
account of these two things principallv, as far as 
the workers of New South \Vales are "concerned, 
that the Government and the Labour party-if 
the hon. gentleman prefers it that way-were 
able to secure such a large majority of the seats 
in the Assembly. 

Mr. ANNEAR : The Labour party put them­
selves up for sale. 

The SECRETAUY FOR PcnLIC \VonKs: Hear, 
hear !-a kind of "cheap jack" auction. 

Mr. TURLEY : The hon. member can say 
what he thinks fit--

l\Ir. ANI•i'EAR : I mean the Labonr varty in 
New South \Vales. 

Mr. TURLEY: The Labour party in New 
South 'Wales did not put themselves up for sale 
so far as I know. They went to the country, 
.and they were able to win a considerably larger 
number of seats than they had before the elec­
tion. If that is the way that they put them­
selves up for sale, and if the fact that they were 
strongly in support of a minimum wage clause to 
prevent sweating by contractors proves any­
thiiJf(, it proves that the majority of the electors 
of New South \V ales were prepared to support a 
policy of that description. 

The SEcRETARY FOR Pt:DLIC WoRKS: The 
leader of the Labour party in the Senate, speak­
ing for the Labour party, said they were put up 
for sale. 

Mr. ANNEAR : That is so. 
Mr. TURLEY : He is not the leader of the 

Labour party in New South \V ales. 
The SECHE'l'ARY FOR PCBLIC \VORKS : Yes; he 

was speaking for the lot. 
Mr. TUHLEY: He was not speaking for 

anyone but himself, so far as I know. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC \VOHKS: The 

Labour party in the Senate represents the party 
in all the States. 

Mr. BROWNE: Then J\Ir. George Reicl repre­
sents all the Ministerial suppotters on that side. 

Mr. TURLEY : Decidedly. He must repre­
sent all the freetraders in Australia. Is the hon. 

gentleman prepared t0 admit that all the intelli­
gence of the Mitlisterial party in this House is 
centred in Mr. George Rcid in the Federal 
Parliament? I do not think "o. 

'rhe SECHETARY }'OR PCBLIC \VOHKS: There is 
no analogy. 

Mr. TURLEY: At any rate, we deny that 
what is said by any one man who is connected 
with the Labour party shall be applied to all the 
party throughout Australia. 

The SECHETAHY ~'OR PGP.LIC \VoRKS: It was 
not disputed. 

Mr. TFRLEY: I deny that the Labour party 
in Queensland has ever been put up for sale. 
They have never offered their services to the· 
Government at any price that the Government 
might think they were worth. 

The SECHETAilY FOH PUBLIC \YORKS: Nobody 
disputed Mr. McGregor's statement. 

Mr. TURLEY: No one has disputed a great 
manv statements that have been made that have 
reflected to a great extent upon the Government. 
Does the hon. gentleman mean to say that 
because a statement appears in print it is the 
duty of every Labour man in Australia to run 
round and refute that statement ? That is not 
so. The hon. gentleman would not think it 
worth his while, if his little tin-god down in the 
Federal Parliament, Mr. George Reid, made a 
statement that the hon. gentleman did not believe 
in, to immediately rush into print and say that it 
was not right, and that he did not agree with 
it. Is that the position the hon. gentleman takes 
up? 

The SECRETAHY FOR PCBL!C \VOHKS: :No;. 
but this was from the leader of the Labour 
party. 

Mr. TURLEY: I admit this was said by the 
leader of the Labour party in the 8enate ; but, 
so far as I know, the Labour party in X ew South 
Wales were not up for sale, and the L1bour 
party in Queensland are not up for sale to the 
Government or to anyone else. 

The SECRETARY >'OH AGRICCLTURE: The leader 
of the :New South \Vales Labour party ought to 
know what he was talking about. 

Mr. TFRLEY: The leader of the Labour 
party in X ew South vV ales never said any such 
thmg, and the hon. gentleman is only acting as 
a sort of phonograph for the Secretary for Works 
at the present time. There is another thing 
I wish to point out. \V e will take the J<'ederal 
Parliament, and we will find that those who 
compose that Parliament-and who presumably 
represent the electors of the whole of Australia­
have come to the opinion that this particular 
question, so far as the vrinciple is concerned, 
is not worth debating at the present time, 
because they see that it is generally recognised 
throughout Australia as a safe and sound prin­
ciple to adopt. On 28th June last there was 
a motion moved in the House of Representa­
tives-

'rhat, in the opinion of this House, it is the duty of 
the Govel'nment to make provision in all contracts for 
the payment of a minimum rate of wages and for the 
fixing of a maximum number of hours of labour. 

The Federal Premier agreed to this with a slight 
alteration which did not alter the purport of the 
motion at all, and Mr. Batchelor-who, I may 
say, gave up a Ministerial seat in South Aus­
tralia to stand for election as a representative of 
that colony in the }'ederal Parliament-said in 
his speech on the motion-

The principle is so generally conceded to be right that 
it is hard I,\· worth one'H while to aiscuss it. 

And that seemed to be the opinion of the whole 
of the members who spoke. I may say that there 
were very few members-only some eight or 
nine-who thought it was worth while discussing 
the question, seeing that the vrinciple had been 
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adop!ecl in all the colonie~ with the sole e-,·cep­
tion, I believE, of (~ueensland. I believe that 
this is the only colony which gives contractors a 
fret-J hand in swea.ting 1nen when they are engaged 
in dojng Governrnent work. 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIO \Vom;_s: Has 
'Vestern Austraiia got it? 

::\Ir. TURLEY: I believe it hos, and if it has 
not, the greater part of its work is C:one by day 
labour-a. thing which has only just bEen 
inaugurate.d in Queensland. 

'!.'he SECRETARY POI\ PcnLIC \Vol\Ks: Is there 
a n1inirrnun wage in that? 

:Mr. 'rURLEY: I do not know whether there 
is a minimum wage in that. The hon. gentle­
man is trying the experiment now, and I do not 
know "hether he has a minimum wage; but I 
have not beard of his offering 4s. or -±s. ()d. a 
dav to men fur their work. 

The SECRE'LU!Y PO I\ PCBLIC \Vol\K.'< : Y on 
won't, PithPr. 

}fr. TURLEY: That is all right. I am glad 
the hon. gentleman is in favour of a minimum 
wage. 

Mr. ANN EAR : \Vhere were people paid as low 
as that'! 

::\Ir. TURLEY : They have pai;:l it in (lueens­
hnd; and I have proved on the floor of this 
Chamber that men working in railway cnttings 
were paid as low a'-ls. and 4s. lid. a day on the Fair­
field deviation; and that is why the State should 
do something to protect people who may be again 
taken advantage of. As I have said, there were 
only a few members who •,poke on the question 
in the Federal Parliament, and it was eventually 
carried in the following form :-

That, in the opinion of t1lis Hou::;e, vrovh•ion should 
be made iu all Government contracts tor the payment 
of a minimnm rate of wage, such rate to be in accord 
w1tll the rnting rate of wag-e in the district in which the 
work is canied out, and for the fixing of a maximum 
number o\ the hours of labour. 

The motion I have on the paper not only pro­
vides for a minimum wage, but also for maximum 
hours of labour, because it would be useless to 
say that there should be a minimum rate of 
wages fixed unless we stated that 1t should be for 
a maximum number of hours. If it is recognised 
that eight hours is a clay's labour, a contractor 
cannot then take advantage of a man receiving 
a minimum wage by making him work ten hours 
a day. 

.Mr. ANNEAR: That is what I wanted to do 
last session, but your side prevented me. 

:Mr. TURLEY : The hon. member's name 
always appears in the division list as opposed to 
this motion. 

Mr. ANNEAR: ::\1y amendment in the:Factorie> 
and Shops Bill was voted against by your side. 

Mr. TURLEY: That did not apply to con­
tracte, as far as I know. 

J\Ir. ANNEAl\: It applied to eight hours, any­
how. 

Mr. TURLEY: vVe had the jnnior member 
for ]<'ortitude V alley doing that sort of thing 
about three years ago, and stating deliberately 
that, with the object of killing a certain Bill, 
he was prepared to move ali sorts of what he 
termed progre>sive amendments. 

J'vlr. Mo::\I.~s'fEl\: I wus never prepare() to do 
anything of the kind. 

Mr. ANNEAR : That was not my object. 
:Mr. TUltL EY: The hon. member is so erratic 

that no one knows what his object may be; but, 
when one sees the hon. member's name in the 
division list always as an opponent of a measure 
like thio, I think there is some reason why one is 
prepared to doubt the hon. member when he 
submits a motion which would go a great deal 
further than that against whieh he had pre­
viously voted. In England, this has been 
adopted by a htrge number of local authori-

Goi'O'ilillfilf Ctndi·acts. 

ties-some of them huvi ng as large, or a larger, 
population than there is in the whole of (~ueens­
land, and many of them carrying out a great 

' many public works. I have here a return fur­
nished to the Honse of Comrnom~which will be 
found in the English rarliamentary papers for 
1ND8, volutne ID-which eontains a list of about 
208local authorities in England that have adopted 
a claw;e something similar to thio. First we 
have Birmingham, with a population of over 
514,000. There is a clause in their conditions of 
contract to the following effect:-

rrbe contractor shn,ll, dnriug the conUnuance of this 
contract, pay, or can::.c to be paid, t.o all \Vorkmen 
env;aged upon the work~ the snhjeet of thi:; eontract, 
not le~s tlmn the recc:;uisell minimnm standard rate of 
wage,, current in the di~trict or di:-;tricts \vhcre such 
work ~hall b~ carnett ont. and if it shall 1Je found to the 
satisfaetion of the corporation that the contractor or 
suh-contractors llaYc paid lt:JSS than the minimnrn 
standard rate of wngcs cl~ aforesaid, the contractor 
shall pay to the corporation as for liquidated damages a. 
sum of ~Os. for each an(l every ca~e in which :-5uch 
underpayment shall be proYed. 

The next town we have is Liverpool, with a 
pnpulati<m of G3+, 000, and ~arrying on a great 
many public works. 

Mr. BROWSE : There is the Lnndon County 
Council. 

2\lr. TURLEY: The London County Council 
adopted it years ago. The Liverpool authority 
has this-

If anv tender which ~ . may snbmit shall be 
accepted by the corporJ.ttion, . : . undertake to 
execute the work or supply the materialR required in 
accordance with a contra('t to br prepared by t.he tmvn 
t'lerk, and to g1ve such security forthedne performance 
or the contraet MS the corporation may require, uncl 
. . . hereby undertake, in canying out any contract 
between . . . and the corporation, to pay the rate 
of wag-es and observe the hours of hthonr recognised 
and agreed upon between the trades unions and the 
employert< respectively in the locality in which the 
work for carrying out the contract is to be performed~ 
or such rate of wages and hours as are equivalent 
thereto. 
And if we take J'vlancbester, with a population 
of considerably over £\00,000, we find that they 
ha>-e the following condition inserted in all con­
tracts for works :~ 

The contractor declares that he now pays, and he 
hereb\~ undertakes that he, his executors, administra­
tors, a~slgns, or sub-contractors, 01' any other person 
who may for the time being be bound or authorised to 
execute and perform the obligations of the contractor 
under this contract, or any part of it, shall and will 
continue to pay during the subsistence of this contract 
to his or their workpeople the regular standard wages 
ob taming in the city of :Jianchester or the district in 
which the work is executed, as the case may be. 

There are over 200 different local authorities­
county councils and urban councils~included in 
that return, which have ab part of their contracts 
!•ome provision for the protection of the work­
men that may be employed; and there is one 
thing which goes to prove that this, having been 
carried out in other places, has been found to be 
successful. I do not think it is possible for any hon. 
member to quote" single instance of any Govern­
n,ent, any local authority, or any pnblic body, 
having once adopted this system, that has g-one 
back upon it. I have endeavoured to do so, and 
I cannot find a single instance where a public 
body, having adopted the principle, has re­
pented and gune back on having the c<mditions 
inserted. There is only one thing more I have 
to say. I trust that before this session closes we 
shall be able to get a division on this question. 

The SECHETARY FOR l'GBLIC \VOHKS : You 
could have bad it to-day if :vou bad liked. 

::\fr. TURLEY: Yes, if I bad let it go as a 
formal motion, but I do not consider that is wise. 
I am only expressing the hope that we 'hall be 
able to get a division on the question some time 
at least during the session. I hope it will not be 
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dragged out as the usual Thursday afternoon 
motion, becau«e I think it is of great importancR 
attbepresent time. I hope it will not be attempted 
to be hurked by an amendment which will prac­
tically shelve the question. I thmk it is a fair 
thing, seeing that times are such as pointed ont 
by the deputation that waited on the Minister, 
and seeing that ad vantage may be taken of the 
large numbers of people who, through no fault of 
their own, have been thrown out of en1ployrnent, 
and who may try to obtain employment on 
works carried out by the Government-I think 
it is a fair thing to get a straightforward expres~ 
sion of opinion, a~ far as tbis House i-: concerned, 
by a vote as to whether we are prq,ared to see 
tlmf some provision is made for a fair rate of 
wages being paid to those people for ;t fair day's 
work. 

The SECRETARY FOil Pl~BLIC WORKS 
(Hon. J. Lea,by, B!cl/oo); The n10ti"n proposed 

by the bon. member for ~outh Bns­
[+·30 p.m.] bane, stripped of it,; trimming<, 

resolves it~elf into two or three 
cardinal features. The first is that there shoulrl 
be a minimum rate of wages in all Government 
contracts. , The next is that there should be a 
statutory <hy, so to speak, of eight hours. The 
third relate; to the machinery binding the con­
tmctor to carry out those objects. \Vel!, Sir, the 
motion is nothing ne<v in this Chamber, though 
it may be new to some of the members of it. lt 
has been propoeed for a great many years, but 
it is a most remarkable thing that it always 
comes before us with re ne wed energy as we are 
approaching a general election. \Ve have he>trd 
nothing about this for the last couple of years. 
If it was a right thing some years ago 1 do not 
think it should have been allowed to slumber all 
this time. The hon. member h~s sat silent on 
the subject on the opposite bench for two ye>ars; 
there has been nothing to hinder him from 
bringing it forward, but now we have it 
dragged up again on the eve of a general 
election. I am not going to insinuate that that 
is the reason that animated the bon. member. I 
am more charitable, I hope, than some hon. mem­
bers on the other side, and am not going to make 
any insinuation. 

C\1r. TcRLEY : Dnn't put him under the pump. 
TheSECRETARYFORPUBLICWORKS: 

Bnt the fact remaine, and it is for ban. members 
opposite to explain it as besb they can. The 
hon. member does not like that, but he ought 
to be thankful to me for giving him an oppor­
tunity to explain that it is not done for political 
purposes. 

:!\lr. TURLEY: I'm not interested in it. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

I like to give him something easy to do, and be 
will have no trouble to do that. This question 
involves a great many things. If we go fully 
into all its ramifications it involves the whole of 
the forty-four planks of the Labour party's 
platform. 

::\Ir. LESI:>A: Rubbish ! 
TheSJWRETARYFOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

I c:.n quite under.stand the hon member making 
a remark of that kind. Li~ht things can only 
come from light minds. \Vith regard to the 
firot contention which the hou. member raised­
and it is the general contention-that because 
this would benefit the labouring classes, or a 
portion of the labouring classes in this State, the 
resolution should be given effect to, the hon. 
member pointed out what bad occurred to per­
sons engaged in certain classPs of work in the 
other coloniPs, but he did not show us how this 
resolution has any application whatever to the 
present condition of things in Queensland. He 
showed us in a kind of abstract way how a 
certain condition of things existed here some 
four, five, or six years ago. To those conditions 

r his resolution may apply in some form. I, by 
interjection, asked the hon. member to give a 
single concrete instance (Jf the condition he was 
referring b), and the hon. n1ember "11 H~ not 
ahle to say any more than that somebody had 
told him so. 

::\:Ir. TCRLEY : \Ve all know that cases of the 
kind ha Ye occurred. 

The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC WOHKS: 
I asked the hon, member to sta•e a concrete case 
so as to enable me to contradict him, but he 
refnsed to state such a case, aud I presume from 
that that he is unable to do so. 

::\Ir. TunLEY : I said I had statPcl a case before, 
anrl the hnn. gentleman knowR it v~ry well. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I have nothing to do with wbat the hon. mem­
ber said in the last Parliament. I am dealing 
with the case which the hon. member puts for­
ward now. He said that some contractor 
tendered for certain Government works, that he 
did not get that contract, and that he came and 
told the hon. member that it was for a particular 
reason, some other contractor having tendered 
lower because he was going to sweat his 1nen 
and pay them a lower rate of wages. He did 
not tell us who the contractor was, or what the 
contract waE:, (If give us any information what­
enr about it. I do nut care to reply to a bald 
statement of that kind. \Vhat will tbe country 
think of an hon. member who, rising to di,;cuss a 
great question of this kind, does not go beyond 
the region of vague generalities, to say nothing 
nf details. I am prepared, and the House is 
prepared, as far as possible, to see justice done 
to the whole of the working classes of the colony 
to the fullest extent. 

HoNOCIUBLE }lEliiBERS : He:.tr, hear! 
2\Ir. TunLEY: Since when? 
The SEURETARY FOR P'CBLICWORKS: 

Always. I venture to say that I could point to 
a dozen members on this side of the House who 
have done more for the working classes of the 
country than all the lot together on the other 
side. 

::\:Ir. LESJXA: \Vhat did they do for the work­
ing man? 

The SECRETARY :FOR PCBLIC WORKS: 
They paid good wages--

::\Ir. LESI:>A: Did he not give his labour in 
return for that? 

}fr. TURLEY: I suppose they sweated him. 
The SECRETARYFORPUBLICWORKS: 

\Vhat the hon. member evidently wishes to 
convey by this resolution is that the party to 
which he belongs desire, by legislation, to 
enforce a proper rate of wages for the working 
classes, and that the party on this side is opposed 
to it. He does not say it in that particular 
form, hut that is what he is driving at. 

11r. TvRLEY: They lmve always opposed it. 
Hansard speaks. 

The SECRETARY:FORPCBLIC \VORKS: 
He has not compared the conditions existing in 
the other colonies with the conditions existing 
here. If he could show that the condition of the 
men in the other colonies engaged in this par­
ticular class of work is better than is the con­
clition of the same class here he would have to 
some extent substantiated his case, assnming 
that the conditions are equal. Before I sit 
down I will ,,how that the isolated instances 
which the hon. member has singled out, during 
five, ten, or fifteen years, do not fit in with 
the condition of things as they are in the 
colony at the present time. As practical men 
we have to deal with practical questions as 
they are at the present time, not in the shape 
they m:.ty assume ten or twenty years hence. 
I presume that that contention is not dis­
puted. Xow, what is the condition of things 
a-t the present time? Before I go further, I may 
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say that I fail to see why a man engaged on a 
Govemment contract should get more wages, or 
les' wages, than a man engaged in doing exactly 
the same kinrl of work on the opposite side of 
the street, working for me or for the leader of 
the Labour party. If the State hns any duties 
in that respect, it is a duty which they owe not 
to any particular class wearing the cockade of 
the Trades Hall, but to the whole of the labour· 
ing classes of the f:ltate-the people who pay the 
taxes, anrl directly or indirectly maintain the 
State. ·why should the hon. member single out 
any one particular class of people? 

Mr. TuRLEY : I did not say they were of the 
Trades Hall-that is the first I have heard of 
it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I did not say whether they should get low or 
high wa,ges. I said Trades Hall because-­

Mr. BROWl.:E: Because you could not help it. 
The SECRETARY JWRPUBLICWORKS: 

Because I never heard the hon. member or the 
hon. members on his side of the House, raise 
their voices in favour of any class of men that 
were nut under the dominance of the Trades 
Hall. 

Mr. LESINA: Do you believe in a minimum 
wage? That's the point. 

Mr. TuRI.EY: 1'\o, he cloes not. 
lYir. BAR'l'HOLO>IEW: You are in a hurry. 
TheSECRETAHYFOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

I prefer to ':le judged from my act", rather from 
any abstract opinions. I balieve in paying a 
man what he honestly earns. Nature does 
not make anything alike. She does not make 
two engineers alike, and she does not make two 
workmen alike; and if there is a workman who, 
by his superior intelligence, his enerr;y, his 
inrlustry, anr! his pluck, is capable by a combina­
tion of all these things to do twice HS much work 
for me as an ordinary workman will do, I do not 
see why that man should be reduced to the 
ordinary level. 

Mr. TeRLEY: This motion does not say you 
shall not pay 14s. a day. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We 
have to deal with things as they work out in 
practice. I believe in liberty. (Opposition 
laughter.) The hon. gentlemen preach liberty, 
but in the name of liberty they want to practice 
slavery. 

Mr. BROWNE: Do trv to be genuine. 
The SECRETARY :B'ORP'GBLIO WORKS: 

The hon. member for South Brisbane said some­
thing to the effect that it was the class of per­
sons least able to protect themselves that were 
entitled to the consideration of the Government. 
I have a higher opinion of the working people of 
the colony than the hon. gentleman. I do not 
think they are the class least able to protect 
themselves. I do not hold that they are inferior 
in intelligence to other people. I think they 
are particularly well able to protect themselves. 

Mr. \V. HAMILTON: Only let them try to. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKf:l: 

I say that if a regulation is to apply to any 
particular class of men, we must in the first 
place apply it to all classes in the community. 
\Vhy should the man who works on a farm on 
the Darling Downs be taxed to find a higher 
rate of wages for some other person? I do not 
say that that would be the case~-I do not think 
it would-but that is the contention. 

Mr. 'rum.EY: Xo. I did not say that. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

Well, if the object is not to secnre a higher rate 
of wages, what is the purpose of the hon. mem­
ber's motion? Is it to lower the present rate of 
wages? 

!Ylr. 'l'um.EY: I did not sav that either. 
The SECHETARY FOR PUBLIC IVORKS: 

Then what is the object of the hon_ member's 

resolution? That is exactly the point where I 
join issue with the hou. member. I also join 
issue with him on nearly all the other things 
that he said, ani! I say distinctly that he sat 
down without telling uo exactly what he wanted_ 
Now, if the State is to extend its protecting 
wing and its influence to the men who labour by 
their hands, why should not we extend the 
same beneficent influence to the men who labour 
by their heads? 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
TheSECRETARYl<'OR PURLIC WORKS: 

Hon. members say "Hear, hear ! " What is the 
use of bringing forward a paltry and petti· 
fogging resolution of this kind, which will pro­
tect only one single class in the community? ls 
not the man who has got a small shop in the 
Y alley as much entitled to legislation to secure a 
certain return for his labour as the ordinary 
working man? I submit that the application of 
th.A principle to any one particular instance is 
absurd. Why, the Utopia of Sir Thomas J\Ioore 
was a fool to it ! 

1\Ir. HARDAORE : Do you know anything at 
all? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLTC)VORKS: 
If I do not know anything, I am different to the 
hon. gentleman, because I hold my tongue, but the 
hon. gentleman is always talking. I was pro­
ceeding to say that the hon. gentleman has not 
shown us that if the system were introduced 
here, it would pla~e even the particular section 
that he represents, or those who work on Govern­
ment contracts at the present time, in any better 
position. Experience ~bows that if a minimum 
rate of wage is used at all, it results practically 
in its adoption as the maximum. I :tsked the 
Under Secretary for \Vorks this morning to 
prepare me a schedule of the rate of wages 
so far as he could obtain them in the other 
colonies. In Kew South \Vales there is no fixed 
schedule rate. The sum is left to be fixed-as 
the hon. gentleman wishes it to be-according to 
the wages paid in thA particular district in 
which the work is being carried on. I have 
therefore been unable to get the figures relating 
to Kew South \Vales; but I have the figures 
relating to Yictoria and Queensland, and three 
of the principal towns-Brisbane, Townsville, 
and Rockhampton. The rates paid in Queens­
land, I think, are incomparably 20 per cent. 
higher than the schedule rates paid in Victoria. 

Mr. TURLEY : I did not say the hon. gentle­
an should ado[.>t the Victorian rates. 

mTheSECRETARY :B'ORPUBLICWORKS: 
\Vhat is the object of the motion, then. 

Mr. LESINA: To prevent sweating; that is the 
object of the resolution. 

The SECRETARY FOR P'GBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. gentleman has not shown that in the 
period he referred to, the last four or five years, 
that anv sweating has been going on. 

Mr. LESINA: I can tell you of fiye or six con­
tracts where it is going on. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I am dealing now with the hon. member who 
moved this resolution, and I say that in the 
course of hi' speech he gave us no arguments 
likely to assist ns in coming to a right conclusion 
on this mfitter. The Fnder Secretary informs 
me that there is one rate of wages for the whole 
of Victoria, and that is given in the schedule to 
the contracts. I shall give in parallel columns 
the rate of wages in different trades in Victoria, 
and the rate in Brisbane, which the Under Sec­
retary states is uniform in the city. I wish to 
impress upon the House that I am taking the 
lowest figures in Queensland. There is a rate in 
Central and Northern Queensland which in some 
instances is from 20 to 25 per cent. higher than 
that which I shall quote for Brisbane, so that 
from my own point of view I am taking the less 



Conditions <if [15 AUGl.TST.] Gocf!'ilJIICid Contracts. 885 

favourable figurPs. The rates of wage's for Vic­
toria and :Brisbane, as furn1shed me by the 
Under Secretary, are as follow:-

---- ---~ ~-·Vict01~ia. ----~ll~i:'1Ht~e~.-~ 

Ctrpenter~ 
)lasons 
Brickb~.-crs 

.Plu--terCrs 
t31Hclcsmitl1s 
I~oilcrmakers aud 

Rs. Od. per day 10.-.;, Od. per day 
... i Ds. 4rt.. ., ll:-;, Od. , 

: I ~~,· ~~: 1 1 ~~: 6~: 
10s. ihL Ins. Od. 

riveter~ 
Engine-titters, ~\:c. 

Ins. Od. 

lOs. llu. 

"P<tiutm·s ... 
Plmnbers 
::;hipwright~ 

"' I Ss, Od, 
H.s. Od. 

... I:!~. :~d. 

Copper and lJrass 
workers 

:\Ioulders ... . .. 
Engine-drivers ... 

Labourers 
Planers, borel's, 

~lotters 

\Voodcarvers 

I Os. Od. 

Ins. Od. 
Ss. Od. 

Gs. lld. 
Hs. ·'id. 

Ss. Od. 

:

1 

10-;. tiel. 

Xo (tnotnt1on for 
Hovernment eon­
traets in Bris­
bnne. 

, Ss. Od. per day 
' lis. Oct per clay 

Xo quotation for 
Government con­
trae ts in Bris­
hane 

! Bs. Od. per day 

!J~. Ocl. per Uay 
Xo qnotation for 

Government con­
tracts in Brb­
banr 

i 6s. to tis. per day 
! Xo tpwtation for 

I
! Government con­

tracts in Bris­
bane 

Ss. to 9s. per day 

There are other trade's mentioned, snch as tin­
"miths, ironworkers, etc., who are not employed 
hy day lahour on GoYernment contracts in 
:Brisbane. The schedule in Xew South Wales 
is not filled in, but has to be filled up according 
to the portion of the colony in which a contract 
is to be carried out. I shall come to that point 
directly. :But I wish here to ')Uote a few figures 
showing the difference in wages on Government 
contracts in :Brisbane and Townsville. In :Bris­
bane ca:rpenters are paid 10s. per day and in 
Townsvrlle 12s. per day; in Brisbane masons 
arE; paid lls: o.nd in Townsyille 13s. per day ; in 
Ensbane brrcklayers are pard lls. and in Towns­
ville Us. per day ; in Brisbane plasterers are 
paid 9s. and in Townsville 13s. to 14s. per day. 

Mr. llROWNE: There is just the same differ­
ence in wages between :Brisbane and the far 
North as there is between Eriabaneand Victoria. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Very well, if that condition of things which 
exists in Victoria is so very superior, as the hon. 
member alleges, how is it that we do not find our 
QueeJO!sland labourers going to Victoria? The 
cost rs only 30s. Every day almost there is a 
deputation waiting on the Secretary for Public 
\Vorks protesting against men being introduced 
here from the southern colonies, where the 
system the hon. member refers to is so much in 
force. Hon. members will recollect seeing in 
the newspapers a report of an interview and 
deputation . of working men, headed by the 
Hon. T. ;1Iacdonald-Paterson, then member 
for :Brisbane North, had with me, asking that 
the work on the new Lands Office should be 
reserved for :Brisbane men. They did not say 
a word about the rate of wages, but they ob­
Jected t'? men from the southern colonies, though 
they might ~e more exp~rt workmen, coming 
here and takmg the worK from Brisbane men. 
They never said a word about wages. I ask 
an:y hon. member w~o is accustomed to generali­
satiOns and deductwns, and who practises his 
common sense, whether any man be he a 
labourer or business man, would g~ from one 
condition of things to a place where the con­
ditions were less to hrs interest or profit ? In all 
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my experience I ha \'e never known a case where 
such a thing was done knowingly. L"'bour in 
any imlustry, like water, seeks the line of the 
least re,·istance or the line of the gmatest profit, 
and if there is a ri,;e of wages anywhere there is 
a rush t'J that place at once. Then, how i,; it 
that with our better climate those J;ersons in 
Victoria and other places are continuo,IJy coming 
here, if, a~ jg as::;erted, the rate of wages is 
higher in the other colonih? I say OlHS is a 

' better climate. The Victorians do not ,,dmit 
that, but argue that it is a worse climate. That 
is, however, because they are acc;ustomed to 
their own climate. I want to take it from their 
point of view. (Opposition laughter.) I differ 
from most hon. members opposite inasmuch as I 

' like to get both sides of a question, and be 
abwlntely fair. I say onrs is a better climate. 
However, T am not prepared to follow out this 
argun1ent in all its rarnification;-;. There are 
other members who desire to speak, and I shall 
be as brief as possible. But I say that under 
the~e circumstances it is a mar' ellous thing to 
me why our people do not rush down to the 
other colonies, and get the higher rate of wag·es 
prevailing there, if such is the case. 

Mr. T!iHLEY : Did anyone say they were 
higher? 

TbeSECRETARY:FORPUJ3LICWORKS: 
If they are not higher, what becomes of the 
principle which the hem. member wishes to ~ee in 
force in this colony·: They havP an ideallYiinister 
for \Vorks in New South \V ales, according to 
the hon. member for South Brisbane. I am not 
going to say a word against that gentleman, 
because, personally and privately, be is a friend 
of mine, but he rloes many things which I would 
not do. The policy of New South \Vales has 
been controlled for several years by the Labour 
13arty, and if they have not ideal legislation in 
that col•my it shows how impracticable is the 
platform of th"'t party. The hon. member says 
he did not say that wages were higher there than 
here. Then, what becomes of his theory? It 
is a fallac,- and a fraud. 

:VIr. TcRLEY : Do you believe in a minimum 
wage'! 
TheSECR~~TARYFOR PuBLIC WORKS: 

The hon. member asks me do I believe in a 
nnmmum wage. I do. I believe the minimum 
wage should be what a man honestly earns, 
and that he should not be deprived of one penny 
he honestly earns. But as different men are cap­
able of earning different sums, there should not 
be one minimum wage. If 100 men are em­
ployed on a job there might be 100 minimum 
wages. If fifty mE'n are e<]ual, the minimum 
wage for those fifty men should be the same. 

::\Ir. LESIXA : \Vho is going to settle that 
question? 

::\Ir. TcRLEY: The employer. 
The SECRETARY :I<' OR YG:BLIC WOHKS: 

I am much obliged to the hon. member fm· 
a,skiug that question. There are times when the 
hon. member for Clermont makes intelligent 
interjections, and if be would only conform to 
the usage" of society he would be an aquisition 
to the House. However, that is one of those 
interjectiom for which I am obliged to him, 

because it applies very strongly and 
[5 p.m.] aptly to the proposition of the 

hon. member for South Brisbane. 
He sayc, there should be a separate rate for each 
district. K ow, supposing a contract is let at 
Charleville or Adavale, where there is no ruling 
rate of wages, who fixes the rate to be applied 
there? 

An HoxocRABLE ::\LE>IBER: The Government. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

'fhe Government consists of whom? Not of the 
body of men sitting on the front benches for the 
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time being. They only represent the concen· 
trated opinion of the Honse. The Government 
represent the members of the House, and I 
venture to say that as soon as that rate of wages 
was fixed a motion wouhl be tabled having for 
its object the affirmation of the fact that the 
rate of wages being paid at Adavale was not a 
proper standard. It simply comes, then, to the 
old dispute between the Trades Hall and 
the contractors. This is no new question. It is 
a question that has been agitating the colony for 
years past. \Vhy should certain men, because 
they happen to be employed by the Government 
rather than by a contractor, get a higher rate of 
wages than those ruling in the trade ? I say 
distinctly that they are not entitled to mure, and 
I say equally distinctly that they should not get 
a penny less. If they render equal service, who· 
ever the employer may be, their wage·s should 
be absolutely equal. Does the hon. member 
deny that'! 

Mr. GrvE"'R: \Vhy do you not advocate the 
payment of pensions to everyone, as well as the 
highly paid civil servante? 

'rhe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
There are " great many men who would like to 
get pensions--men constructed on principles 
which no one advocates more than the hon. 
member for Cairns. 

::\Ir. GIVENS : 'Ve "·ant fair treatment all 
round. 

TheSECRETARYI-'ORPUBLIC\VORKS: 
I should like to remind the hon. member for 
South Brisbane of a deputation which was in­
troduced to mP the other day by the leader of 
the Opposition and himself. I say the bringing 
of men under Government l<<trona,ge or super­
vision appears to have a demoralising effect. 
Those hon. members introduced a deputation 
headed by a Mr. Henderson. l do not know ex· 
actly who he is, though I believe he is a trustee 
of the Trades Hall. Is that so? 

Mr. TL'RLEY: It is very likely. But it does 
not matter ; we will say he is. 

TheSECRETAH.YJfORFCBLICWORKS: 
He is one of the trustees of the Trades Hall, 
and among other things he told me was that at 
the present time a grettt proportion of the men 
employfd by the Government at the Ipswich 
workshops consisted of the ragtag and bobtail. 
Are we going to introduce a system such as this, 
which is advoC'ated by the hon. member for 
South Brisbane, and which will reduce the 
workers ot this colony down to the condition of 
the rafl'tag and bobtail? I told that gentleman 
that I positively declined to believe him, and 
that the men in the Ipswich workshops belonged 
to no such class. He tolrl me further that it 
would be much cheaper for the Government to 
get rid of them. 

Mr. TURLEY : In the first place he never made 
the statement. 

The SECRETARYFORPUBLICWORKS: 
All I can say is that I took the statement down in 
writing at the time it was made, and the hon. 
member came to JYir. Henderson's rescue, and to 
get him out of his difficulty, said he only applied 
his statement to the Gs., 7s., and Ss. a day men. 

2\Ir. TL'RLEY: That is what he said. 
TheSECRETARYFOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

\V ell, this motion applies to the Gs., 'is., and Ss. 
a day men-the very class to which he says his 
friend was referring. 

Mr. TL'RLEY: The motion does not say so. 
TheSJWRETARYFORPUBLICWOHKS: 

\Ve have before us the schedules of the other 
colonies, to which the hon. member referred. I 
have quoted the Victorian schedule, and I con­
tend that the men referred to in that schedule 
are the 6s., 'is., and Ss. a day men, and, there· 
fore, what the hon. member apparently wishes to 
establish is this principle of employing what his 

friend c?.lls the ragtag and bobtail at a certDin 
minimum wage. l am opposed to that principle, 
and I am opposed to his friend who enunciated 
that principle the other day. 

Mr. TURLEY : He did not ennnciate it. 
The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

He did not enunciate it a'l a principle, but he 
laid it down as a f;1ct. 

Mr. TL'RLEY: He applied it to the men of his 
own trade who were taking a particular rate of 
wages. 

The SECRETARY YOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. member says it;, S<'? 

i\Tr. TvnLEY: He applied it to the engineers. 
The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

Kow we come to the next point. The same 
gentleman told me that what we wanted was to 
get the best men; that the men who were at thP 
Ipswich workshops at present were being paid 
more than they were worth; and he objected 
Yery strongly to that. But the hon. member 
fnr South BriP.bane wante a particular rate to be 
paid whether a man earns it or not. \Vhat is to 
be the outcome of such a proposition if we 
put it into force? \V hat is the contractor going 
to do? Naturally enough he will pick out th<e 
young, athletic men of twPl ve or thirteen stone 
who have the physical prowess and capacity for 
doing a large quantity of work. He will select 
that class uf men, and if n<> others are going 
to be employed what is going to become of them? 
How will this rniniinu1n wage business appl:r 
to the men of fifty or sixtv years of age'! How 
are they going to live? \V hat becom~s of the 
humanitarian principles so loudly advocated by 
hon. members opvosite, both in this House and 
on the public platform? 

Mr. TuRu;y : ·what. do t.hPV do now? 
TheSECRETARYJWRPlTBLICWORKS: 

\Vhat thev do now is this: There is no mini­
mnn1 \'nJg6 except thP wage that a 1nan farn:::. 

The SECRETARY FOR A<;RICUL1'L'RE : It ought 
to be better to earn wmething than nothing, 
surely. 

Mr. 'rcRLEY : They will be sweated. 
The SECRETARY :FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

Hon. members opposite talk in a very high­
sounding way about many things, but when they 
come to spend their own money tlw state of 
affairs is quite different. I could quote several 
instances in which they have ground down men 
by 6d. a day. 

Mr. TcRLEY and Mr. LESIXA: J\Ien in this 
House? 

The SECRETARY }'OR PlTBLIC WORKS: 
And I know others belonging to that party who 
never gave a day's employment in their lives to 
any man, and never will, and yet are prepared 
to lay down the conditions under which all 
employers should employ their men. 

Mr. Le:sr"'A: You never found anyone on this 
side lambing-down shen,rers' cheques, anyhow. 

The SlWRETAR \'"FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
Then there is another class of labour to which 
this motion will apply. Suppose there is a boy who 
enters the Ipr,wich workshops, learns his trade, 
and has served his time when he has reached 
nineteen or twenty years of age, although he is 
not yet a full-grown man. Where is he going 
t.o get employment? Does this resolution leave 
any room for him? Not only does it exclude 
from employment the aged, and infirm, and 
debilitated, and physically incapable, but it 
applies to the young men also. What will 
happen to the farmers' or workmen's sons who 
might be very usefully employed at a certain 
rate of wag·e ; but this schedule provides that 
only a ''ery small vercentage of them shall 
be employed, and the rest will be driven to 
the street corners to join the loafers Rnd unem· 
played, and give work to the police. That 
is what the motion will lead to. I do not 
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say at all that that is the hon. member's inten­
tion, but that will be the resnlt. Hon. members 
opposite never see where th~ir policy is going to 
lead them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC!:LT!JRE ; They do 
not care, either. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I am not prepared to say that they do not care. I 
dare say there are hon. members on the other sir!e 
who are quite as anxious as members on this side 
to see the country progressing; but, so far, all 
the legislative schemes that they have brought 
forward in this or any other colony have only 
landed them in a hopeless mess. There has been 
nothing practical abr•ut them at all, even for the 
class that they are supposed to labour for and 
legislate in the direct interests of. 

Mr. TeRLEY : That is only your supposition. 
The 8ECRETARYI<'ORPFBLIC WORKS: 

The hon. member brings in a second portion of 
hi" resolution, which says that the number of 
hours during which men shall be employed shall 
not be greater than forty-eight hours per week. 

Mr. TrRLEY: It says nothing of the kind in 
the resolution. 

The SJ~CRETARY Jo'OR PUBLIC WORKS : 
Yes; it provides for an eight-hours' day. 

J\lr. Tt:I~LEY: Yes, for that wage. 
The SECRETARY J"'R PUBLlC WORKS: 

Now, what do we find in the ochednles in Queens­
land? The Under Secretary for \Vorks assures 
me-I hD,ve it in writing from him-that in 
Queensland perwns working for contractors on 
Government works only labour forty-four bours 
per week. 

Mr. TcRLEY: I am not aoking for eight bours. 
The SECR:gTARY FOR PUBLIC \VORKS: 

In Victoria, under this resolution, they work 
forty-eight hours a week; and yet the hon. mem­
ber holds up to us that the condition of things in 
Victoria is superior to what it is here. l\Iy 
objection to the resolution is not because it 
im)Joses a minimum wage, but because it would 
place the labourers of this country in a far worse 
position than they are in at the present time. 

Mr. Tt:RLEY : They do not get forty-eight 
hours' pay for forty-four hours' work. 

TheSECRETARYFORPUBLICWORKl': 
The hon. member does not care so long as he can 
make cauital out of the question. The hon. 
member can clear out, like King O'Malley went 
from South Australia to Tasmania, and become 
member for a mining district there; but there are 
a great many of us who cannot do that, and he 
would saddle us with the responsibility of his 
fad", and we would have to pay the taxes and 
the interest on the national debt that may be 
created by the condition of things that he would 
force upon tbe country. 

Mr. LESINA: His heart beats for the 
labourers. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
The hon. member covered a great deal of ground. 
He went to England, and quoted some 200 or 
300 local authorities or municipahties there. He 
told us about the London County Council, and 
what they did in matters of this kind. I am 
sure the hon. member has studied the proceed­
ings of the I;ondon County Council. If he has 
not studied the question he has at all events read 
something about it, and it is apparent to anyone 
who has studied the proceedings of that body 
that the grossest jobbery and the most infamous 
transactions with regard to workmen that were 
ever perpetrated have taken place under the 
London County Council. I am not prepared to 
say that such is the condition of affairs to-day, 
but I know it was a few years ago, and the most 
glaring scandals were exposed in connection with 
this system which the hon. member is advo­
cating. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICcLTCRE : Bogus 
fig-nres. 

The SECRETARY le OR PlJBLIC \VO RKS: 
Bogus figures and everything else. 

Mr. Tt:RLEY : I think I know a good deal 
about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
DoPs the hon. member dispute that? 

Mr. BRO\YNE: One of the ]earling statesmen 
in Great Britain, at any rate, was chairman of 
the London County Council. 

ne SJWRETARY I~OR PL"BLICWORKS: 
The hon. member quoted from the Sydney Press 
about the excellent system of public works that 
is in force in New South \Vales. I would ask 
him whether he has read the Dail!' Telegraph of 
31st ,Tune last ? 

Mr. TcRLEY : Yes. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

Has tbe hon. member read those eight columns 
of matter which were contained in that paper, 
showing that under the system in force in New 
South \Vales with regard to public and ot.her 
works in connection with the unemployed, and 
in connection with a clabs which is springing up 
of professional unemployed, that system has 
driven New South \Vales into a condition of 
insolvency, so to speak? (Opposition laughter.) 
The article showed that under thifl system 
certain works, which are enumerated-the cost 
of which is specified-chapter and verse given, 
and the plans and sections given, ifnecesoary-that 
under this heaven-born system, which the bon. 
member wishes to enforce in this cPuntry, those 
works have cost 2[) per cent., 30 per cent., and 
even GO per cent. more than works which were 
conducted on economical and commercial lines. 

Mr. TeRLEY: That is a statement made by 
the Builders and Contractors' Association. 

TheSECRETAHYFORPUBLICWORKS: 
Chapter and Yerse are given, and all the works 
are specified; it has never yet been contradicted, 
and I challenge the hon. member to contradict 
it now. I like to descend from these theoretical 
re:1lms to the plane of common sense, and to 
view things in an ordinary cornmon~sense wanner, 
just as we do in connection with our own trans­
·actions. If we all did that it would be better 
for the working classes of the community. If 
there are unemployed and they come to me­
if the hon. member for :Fitzrov wants me to 
employ some man, I would Ilke to be able 
to pay him full wages, or a little over, if 
possible, rather than cut him down. But if 
I have to hire a man and I do not know 
whether he is good, bad, or indifferent, and 
have to give him 8.<. a day, whether he loafs 
all the time or does something else-that I 
disapprove of, and the result is that I will not 
employ a man at all, but will go without. I 
believe that this motion is opposed to the very 
best interests of the class of people whom the 
hon. member proposes to serve. The hon. mem­
ber said that on the ]'airfield deviation men 
were only paid 4s. a day. Well, I regret very 
much that 4•. a day should ever have been paid 
in this colony. It was a very poor wage, if it 
was paid, an'd I hope that such a condition of 
things will never arise again in this country as 
will cause such a rate to be paid. 

Mr. LESINA : It is being paid in Government 
contracts now. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I do not think it is. I asked the Under Secre­
tary to-day, and I have his written statement 
here, and I have read it to the House. The 
Under Secretarv assures me that these are the 
current wages 'paid to persons employed on 
Government contracts in Queensland. If the 
statement is wrong, tbe Under Secretary bas to 
take the re,ponsibility of it. If it is wrong, I 
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would like to know where anyone has paid a 
lower rate. I now coT>e to the question of a 
daily wage. I have had a great deal to do lately 
with employing persons in connection with the 
two departments which I have the honour to 
administer-the Railway Department and the 
Department of Public ·works. A~t present there 
are three rail ways which are being constructed by 
day labour. I have heard it said that on one of 
those lines-theN ern,ng-Tweed Hailway-3s., -!s., 
and 5s. a day are being paid. That is absolutely 
false. I gave no instructions whatever to the 
engineer in cbarg-e of the work beyond that if a 
man got 7s. a day he had to do 7s. worth of 
work for it, or else he had to go. 

Mr. Bnow~E: N obocly expects that. 
The SEURETARY YOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

People do expect that, and the re"uit is that a 
great many people who expected tu get 7~. for 
3s. fid. worth of work have gone across the 
border into New South \Vales. 

l\fr. TUHLEY: You have a minimum wage 
then? 

The SECRETARYJ<'ORPUBLIC WORKS: 
No; there is no minimum wage, so far as I know. 

::\Ir. LESI~A : You acioptecl one in the Fac­
tories Act last session-2s. Gd. a day. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I was speaking of the contracts covered by the 
motion now before the House. I have had some con­
versation on this subject with the hon. member 
for Enoggera, the member for \Vide Bay in the 
House of Representatives, Mr. Fisher, and with 
some others, and probably with some hon. mem­
bers who are now here. I asked them if they 
could devise some means by which a man who 
did not know anything about navvying, or who 
was absolutely unfitted for the work, could be 
dealt with. The only means I could devise-and 
I may say that the gentlemen I have referred to 
agreed with me-was by the adoption of what 
is called the" butty-gang" system, by which some 
of the work could be given to a gang of men, and 
by which any ordinary navvy, who was able to 
work, would be able to earn, say, 7s. per day. 
If any man was not able to work, or if he was an 
old man, rather than throw him on the charity 
of the country and make him a pauper, or have 
him rambling about the country, or dying in the 
bush, this system would enable him, if he could 
do ;)s. worth of work in a clay, to get that 
amount, or, if he could work only half-a-day, he 
would get 3s. 6cl., while a good man would get 
perhaps Ss. a day. It was based "n the average 
standard, which the engineer told me was about 
7s. .:'>iow, if a man only works one or two hours 
a day, or if he drinks, or if he is only prepared to 
work at the "Government stroke," and he only 
earns 4s. or 5s. a day, and then it is said that 
that is the rate of wages paid by the Govern­
ment or by contractors, it will be absolutely absurd 
and false. 

Mr. LESIXA: \Ve do not say that. 
The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

It has been said, and it has been said that this 
is the rate of wages that this country is paying. 
I have spoken longer than I intended. I did 
not refer to Kew Zealand. Probably I might if 
I had time, but notwithstanding the rate of 
wages paid in New Zealand-notwithstanding 
their Arbitration and Conciliation Acts, I do 
not think the people there are as well off as the 
people here at the present time. I looked 
up the list of unemployed in New Zealand in 
one of their labour journals-there is a list of 
the unemployed in the different districts-and I 
find that they have a good many. They say that 
the people came down to see the Duke and the 
Princess-that was the excuse given for the great 
number of unemployed when this was written 
last month. They came several hundred miles 
to see the Duke and Duchess. Of course, we 

can take that excuse as we like. I looked down 
the columns to see where they came from, and I 
did not see a single Queenslander among them, 
showing that, notwithstanding the great condi­
tions existingthere-thoughitissupposed to be "a 
land flowing- with milk andhoney"--the condition 
of things is better in Queensland. J f we look down 
the columns of the labour bureau here, how 
many people do we find from the other colonies? 

J'>Ir. LEsnu : How many families do you feed 
in Brisbane now? Several hundred. 

Th,SECRETARYJ<'ORPUBLICWOKKS: 
I will tell the hon. member about some of those 
families. I know some cases where the Govern­
ment are feeding a man with a wife and family 
of six children, and the man refused ;)O'. a week 
and rations, and said he would make the 
Government feed him. There are a great many 
other cases like that. I hope the Home Secretary 
will take a note of it; and when men can get 
wnrk but will not work, I hope he will not allow 
them to be feel at the expense of the honest hard­
working men of thi,,, country. 
Ho~OUHABLE ~1E}fBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BmnuN : Why do you feed them if they 

refuse work? 
The SECRETARY l<'OR PUBLIC WORKS: 

I would not feed them ; but the Government 
feed them-and feed them often on the represen, 
tations of membms on tbe other side for political 
purposes. 

::\Ir. TcRLEY: Absolutely untrue. 
l\ir. BOW}L\X: You cannot mention one case. 
The SECEETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 

The hon. member fur Balonne will tell you a 
grRat many cases. 

l\Ir. STORY: In my district it is not their 
business to get work, but to stay there for the 
election. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: 
I have spoken longer than I intended, and I do 
not think I need say any more. I think the 
Secretary for Agriculture has something to say 
on this question, and I am sure the House will 
be very glad to hear what that hon. gentleman 
has to say. He will say it a great deal better 
than anything I could say on the subject, and he 
will put it in a more interesting form. I wish to 
say in conclusion, that if I thought the hon. 
gentleman's motion was calculated to benefit the 
working clascies of this country, without sacri­
ficing the interests of the other classes of the 
community, no person would more readily 
supvort it than I. Everything in this world is 
connected, more or less, with something else, and 
when we speak about doing something for any 
particular class, whether it affects their material 
interests or their liberty, we must see how it 
affects or reacts upon other classes of the 
community. 

ME}!BEHS ou the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

'I' he SECRETARY FOR PLTBLICWORKS: 
But it is characteristic of the hon. members who 
sit with the mover of this motion that their 
range of politics is limited. I ask him to 
withdraw the motion and consider whether he 
cannot devise some scheme which would be of 
universal application-which would improve the 
lot not only of the working classes but of every 
other class in the community, without injuring 
any class. If he can do that he will be con­
ferring a benefit not only on this House and the 
people outside, but on the whole of the civilised 
world. If he can do what I have indicated he 
will do something which the greatest intellects 
in the world have not succeeded in doing yet; 
and if he does that there will be nobody more 
ready than I to support the hon. gentleman. 

::\Ir. BROWNE (Croydon): I do not think the 
.Ylinister for 'Narks need have apologised for the 
length of hio speech. I am sure there is no one 
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but would have been \'ery glad to listen to him if 
he once touched on the question before the 
House, but when the hon. gentleman is beating 
all round the bush and deliberately trying to 
keep awav from the question, I think there is an 
excuse for getting somewhat tired of listening. 
I was very sorry that the hon. gentleman when 
rising on the first occasion as a Minister repre· 
senting the Government on the front Ministerial 
bench should have forgotten that he is now a 
responsible Minister, and that he is not outside 
electioneering and trotting out the same old 
bogey as usual. The speech made by the hon. 
member for South Brisbane was one made by 
a man who knew what he was talking about, 
in contradistinction to that made by the bon. 
gentleman, who got up and accused 'th~ mover 
of this motion of electioneering. Of course the 
hon. gentleman said he did not mean it, but 
it looked very much like the case of one of his 
own countrymen who said, "Paddy, I have 
lost my shovel, and you stole it, and that's 
a broad hint for you, be jabers ! " The hon. 
gentleman then went off into the same old 
tirade, and I think it is one of the leading faults 

·of the Ministeria!ists that they seem to have no 
originality. \Vhen I came here in 1:'193, every 
time you saw anyone on the MiniHterial side 
speaking on a question like this, there would be 
the same old bogey-Trades Hall, TradPs Hall 
-trotted out. The hon. gentleman this after. 
noon mentioned the Trades Hall just seventeen 
timeq, and in doing· so he was inHulting the whole 
of the working me~ of the enuntry, because he said 
that the men on this side never brought any­
thing f0rward except what would affPct the men 
under the dominance of Trade-, Hall, which 
meant they were practically led by the nose: It 
is just as well, "' the hon. gentleman Is domg- a 
bit of electioneering, for the people to know that 
the head of the Government this afternoon has 
said distinctly that he believes all the manual 
labourer~ of this colony are a lot of unthinking 
animals led by the nose by that bogey, the 
Trades Hall. 

An HoNOcHABLE l\IE)fDER : He did not say so. 
J\lr. BRO\YNE: He said the men on this side 

never brought anythin;; forward unless it wa ·for 
the crowd under the domination of Trades HalL 

The SECRETARY ~'OR PcBLIO \\" ORKS: I argued 
th;•y never brought anything forward for the 
persons who most require protection ; and I arr1 
not the leader of the Government, anyhow. 

Mr. BROvVKE: The hon. gentleman was in 
the position of leader of the Government this 
afternoon. 

The SEcimTARY FOR PcBLIC ·woRKs: Xo. 
Mr. BROWNE : As Minister he was replying 

to the mover of the rewlution; in fact, the other 
l\finisters were all a,we"y at the time, so be must 
have been the head of the Government for the 
time being. 

The SECRETAR\' FOR PcnLic \VORKS: They 
were all in the building. 

Mr. BRO\VKE : They may have been here. 
In this instance I am something hke Sarn 
\Yeller. If I could >'88 throngh two pine door,. 
and a shutter I might have seen them ; hut hav· 
ing only eyes, or ouly one that is of any use, my 
vision was lirllit<"d. I could not see them when 
they were not here. l take no notice of this 
Trades Hall bogey. 

Mr. ANKEAH: \Yhy do you refer to it then? 
Mr. BROW::'IE: I said that the Minister 

mentioned it seventeen tirnes, and it seen1s to be 
about the only stone he has to throw. 

The Pm;)mm : Do you want to disown the 
Trades Hall ? 

Mr. BR0\1,.XE : I have no more interest in it 
than hon. gentlemen opposite, perhaps not so 

much, because some of them are, probably, con­
nected with the institution that lent money t0 
the Trad .. s Hall on mortgage. 

l\fr. LEsiN A : It doesn't stink as much as the 
Q. N. Bank, anyhow. 

Mr. BRO\VNE : From that point of view he 
has perhaps more inte1est in the Trades Hall 

than I have, I am a member, and 
[5'30 p.rn.] I hope I shall die a member, of a 

trade union ; and the Jnrticular 
union to which I belong at Croydon-the Miners' 
Association-·is affiliated with tbe Australian 
Labour Federation, which meets at the Trades 
Hall. Apart from that I have no more to ?o 
with the Trades Hall than the PMtoral Associa­
tion, which meets in the Couriu· building, has 
with the Courier newspaper. \Vhen the hon. 
gentleman accuses people of being under the 
domination of the Trades Hall, I would ask what 
is to be thought of a gentleman administering one 
of the biggest departments in the St!'te,,an~ at !he 
same time running a great finanmal mstitutiOn 
in the Courier building, where he does a good 
deal of tbe work of the country, and where, no 
d~ubt, many articles abusing us have originated? 

The SECRETARY FOR PCHLIC \YoRKS : Can you 
show that I have done anything wrong? 

1\:Ir. BRO\Y::'\E: I am not concerned to show 
what the hon. gentleman has done wrong ; I 
know he seldom does what is right in my 
opinion. 'I'he hon. gentleman in hi~ speech not 
only slated this party but be spoke m very con­
temptuous terms of some of the leading states· 
n1en of Great Britain, for whon1 rnost of us hav.e 
a "reat respect. The London County Council 
he "would not touch with a pitchfork And yet 
the chairman of that body was at the time the 
Earl of Dufferin, and arrwngst its rr1embers were 
Lord Rosebery, i::lir John Lub_bock, Lord 
}'arrar, and some of the most emment states­
men and sciPntists of the clay. 

The SECRETARY FOH PcBLIC \VORKS: They 
were in the minority. 

JYir. HROWNE: After this any praise we 
recei,·e from the hon. gentle!l1an should. be 
taken as an insult and any Insult r.s praise. 
\Vith regard to the' question itself, it is a very 
simple one and wns very clearly pnt by the hon. 
member f•~r South Brisbane. The fi_rst corn· 
plaint made by the Secretary for Public \Vorks 
was that the hon. member h<td not brought 
forward a concrete case. But do we, when 
passing lav~'s against ll!urder, \Vait for RomPl;wdy 
to be killed bef• •re affixmg a penalty for the crime? 
J'\ o concrete instance was needed. It w!'s 
sufficient for the hon. member to show that m 
everv one of the Australian colonie~, excepting 
Queensland this system has been in force for 
many year;, and that i_n non~ was .there ai!Y 
desire to go back upon It. It IS also m force m 
the Lond;,n County Council, which govern~ a 
population larger than that of all the Austral!~n 
coloniee and has a tremendous revenue at Its 
corrnna~d where it has worked with complete 
success. 'It is also in force jn Birmingharn, 
where the pre~ent Secret.ary of State for ~be 
Colonies, lYir. Chamberlam, began an ag1tatwn 
for it a' far back as 1874, an•1 ult!mately 
c,,xried it through. Of course, that IS only 
.Toe Chamberlai1i. It is not the hon. member 
for Bullno, thP Secretary for \Yorks a?d Rail­
ways, who, with bis chest swelled ~mt, mf•1rmed 
a crowd of people the other mgbt that he 
was an employer of more labour than any 
other man in Queensland. He happens to be 
for the time being JYiinister of a Government 
department, paid by the taxpayers to perform 
certain duties, and yet he tells them that be 
is employing more of them than an.\' oth<:r 
nnn in (,\ueensland. The proposed system IS 
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better for the contractors as well as better for the 
men, and it is also better for the profcsRional 
men in the service who have to prepare the 
estimates for public works, whether it be the 
Chief Engineer or the Government Architect. 
A part of thdr estimate of cost is based on 
the current rate of wages. The contractors do 
the same. l~ nder the existing system, if there 
is only one sweating contractor out of twenty 
he comes along, bases his tender on ls. a dav 
less wages or an hour a day more work, and 
gets the tender away from the honest contractor, 
and the officer who drew up the estimate looks 
very foolish when the contract price is seen to 
be a long way below his estimate. Then we had 
the old argument trotted out-if a mimii'um 
wage is fixed what is to become of the little 
fellows, the young fellows, or the very old 
fellows. I would like to ask what becomes of 
them now? If wages were only 2s. 6d. a day, 
and I and the hon. member for Cairns, who is 
fifteen or twenty years my junior and three or four 
stone heavier, went at ttJe same time to apply for a 
job of manual labour, the employer would nclt 
choose the little chap getting on in years, but the 
big, strong young fellow. No doubt that is one 
of the evils of the existing competitil·e system. 
As a man grows older the less chance there is of 
his getting employment in manual labour, and 
every day that chance becomes 'maller and 
smaller. The very f"'ct of a minimum wage 
would give the older men a chance if it was done 
in the way the Minister said he did with regard 
to certain contracts. Supposing the minimum 
wage is fixed at 5s. a day--

Mr. Amr8TRONG : Do you not think it may 
become the maximum wage? 

Mr. BROW NE: I certainly do not. Among 
the 200 local governing bodies in Great Britain 
which have adopted the system is Glasgow, the 
council of which consists of abont as hard­
headed a body of Scotchmen as you will find 
anywhere. Glasgow has been made the model 
municipality of the world, and this was one of 
the first things they started. Then they decided 
to dispense with the contractor, and do as much 
work as possible by day labour under their own 
officers; anything they did by cuntract bad the 
minimum wage clause inserted. That should be 
evidence enough in its favour. And there is the 
fact, which I stated before, that it is in force in 
all the colonies but Queensland ; but they are 
all s>ttisfied with it, and would not dream of 
doi"?g away with it. \Vhen I was in Sydney 
durmg the Commonwealth celebrations, I spoke 
with many leading politicians of the south about 
it, and without an exception they all spoke 
highly in its favour. I may say that I met 
smne men, even among those who generally 
voice labour or democracy, who do not altogether 
believe in conciliation or arbitration, and some 
other measures; but every man I met, who 
was at all conversant with the !JUblic works 
of the colony, spoke in the highest terms of 
the minimutn wagt~. on Government contro:tcts. 
The ~ecretary for \Vork", of course, said he 
did not see why a man working on a Govern· 
ment contrad should he 1 aid any more than 
anyone else. The resolution dues not ask for 
that. It simply aeks that the Government 
shall insi,t upon Government contractors paying 
the current rate of wages-that is practically the 
same rate as other people are paying, anri as the 
Government themsel ve" are paying to the men in 
their own employ. The hon. member for South 
Brisbane did not intend to say that every 
contractor, or the majority of contractors, are 
sweaters. All he said was that in contracting, 
as 111 all other trades or callings, there are men 
who will cut other men down, and will take 
ad vantage of the necessities of others. 

::Yir. ARMSTROXG : That is human nature. 

Mr. BRO\V""E: Well, knowing it to be 
human nature and that we cannot change it, we 
are trying to guard as much as we possibly can 
bv means of Acts of Parliament against the ill­
effects that may be brought upon the inhabitants 
of this State or any other State. So far ";~ this 
~tate is concerned, the hon. member says why 
should the State do it?" I think that every 
political economist has always conteucled that it 
was the duty of the State to set the example so 
fttr as these things are concerned. I remember a 
passage in the works of Harold Rogers, the great 
political economist-of course he may not have 
said as much as the hon. member the Secretary 
for \Vorks, but he has written more and he has 
been listened to by more-and he points out that 
employers will get labour che"'p if they can­
that is their bu;iness ; and the husiness of the 
State is to see that they do not cut wag-es down 
to th"'t extent that it will do harm to the people 
of the State. I think that is a very good line to 
go upon. That is all that is being asked by this 
resolution. The hon. member went on to read 
a schedule of the wages in Victoria and Queens­
land, and he brought that in as having some­
thing to do with this question, but it has notlnng 
to do with it at all. I may just as well say that 
because the wages are lower in Victoria than 
they are here, it is beeause Victoria is a great 
deal older, or because Victoria is a great deal 
smaller colony. \Vages must always be lower 
in Victoria than they are further north, and 
I hope they will always be higher in the 
Northern part of this co:ony than they are in 
Victoria. I do not think anyone would say 
that because they have a minimum wage in 
J\ianchester the labourers get the same wages as 
they do in Victoria, where they have a minimum 
wage too. 'fhere is nnthinQ" in that arg-ument; 
no comparison at all. If we have higher wages 
here that is one of the reasons why we should 
pass this resolution, because if, as the hon. 
gentleman says, there are lower wages in the 
other colonies, th:tt is all the more temptation to 
people to come here and pay lower wages, and 
it shows the more necessity for a resolution such 
as this because there is all the more inducement 
for co;,tractors to come up here and bring up 
low-I,aid men to compete with the local con­
tractor. 

:VIr. AmtSTRONG: \Vhat are wages? 
Mr. BROWNE: \Vel!, the wages that we are 

discmsing--
IYir. AmrsTRO!'iG : When you are drscussing 

the que,tion of wages you should define what 
w~ges are. 

Mr. BRO\Vi'E : \V ell, wages are what a man 
can get for his labour at any rate, but I am not 
going to enter into a discussion with the hon. 
member as to what wages are. \Vhat we are 
concerned with is the current rate of wages. I 
believe the current rate of wages being· paid to 
labouring men may be taken at 7s. per day, and 
we ,ay that the Government should place in 
their contracts a provision that the contractor 
who comes here to do the work shall pay some­
thing like the same rate of wages as are being 
paid by other employers of the same class. of 
labnur in the district in which the work is sttu­
ated. 

J\lr. AR}!STRO:<G: That is a fair conclusion. 
Mr. BROWNE: I do not think there is any 

injustice in that. Suppose we have a big con­
tract to let such as the new Lands Office in Bris­
bane. 'Ne know that th•· present contractor for 
the new Lands Office is a very good employer of 
labour and all the rest of it, and is paying a 
certain rate of wages-supposing there is another 
contract such as a new post office to be tendered 
for, and sorne other man comes along from sorne 
other place, knowing that at the present time 
there are lots of unemployed about, and tenders 
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for the work allowing for a lower rate of wages 
than is being paid by the loc~tl contractors? If 
the local contractor tenders for that new build­
ing at the same rate as the contractor for 
the Lands Office has done, and another comes 
along knowing that we haYe got a lot of 
unemployed here, and puts in a tender for 
about 10 per cent. less in the belief that he 
will be able to get la.bour at ls. a day less, 
wonld that be fair to the local contractore or to 
the working men? I say it would not ; it is carry­
ing the cut-throat system a little too far. ·where 
the danger of this resolntion comes in I do not 
know. The Secretary for Railways raised 
another bogey in connection with the eight-hour 
sy•tem. Does he mean to tell me that, because 
there is an eight-hour system, a man is com­
pelled to work eight hours a day for forty-eight 
i10urs in the week'! That system recognises that 
there shall be an eight-hours d:ty of labour, but 
·it does not ""'Y that a man sh1,ll nut work less. 
Doe' not the hon. gentleman know that, under 
the :\fining Act, it ;, compulsot-y that engine­
drivers shall not work more than eight hours 
a day? Still there is not an engine­
driver in the North who works more than forty­
four hours a week, although the Act of Parlia­
ment says that his hours shall not be more than 
forty-eight hours. In some other cases the Act 
says that men shall not work more than eight 
consecutive hours a day, but that does not say 
that they shall not work less than that. That is 
merely one of the bogeys that thehon. gentleman 
has brought up against this resolution. The 
hon. gentleman at the present time is a large 
-employer of labour, and I believe he is honest 
when he says that he intends that the men 
-employed on the works being c crried out by day 
labour shall get a fair wage. But what possible 
chance has the GoYernment to make that 
system a success if contractors are allowed to 
cc,me here and pay men as little as they like. 
The hon. gentleman is carrying out one or two 
nf these works by day labour now, and rs paying 
the men employed somewhere about lk or Is. a 
day in ordinary cases. Accounts will be kept, 
and after that work is finished, the cost will be 
reckoned. Suvpose a contractor takes anot.her 
work of a similar character, and gets a big crowd 
of men to work for him at 4s. Gel. or :)s. a day­
when times are bad and men are unemployed 
they are glad to accept almost anything-and 
suppose the contractor complPtes the work for a 
gre>tt deal le's than the works co't which are 
carried nut by day labour, will the day labour 
system have had a fair trial? 

'J'he SEoHETARY <'OR PcBLIC \Vmms: I am not 
trying it, I am doing it. 

-:\Ir. BRO\V:0l"E: I am aware that the hon. 
gentlen1an is carrying- out \vork by day labour, 
but I a<k what chance will there be of proving 
the snecess or non·snccess of that system if a 
contractor builds another rail way and gets men 
to work for him for ''·'· a day? \V ill the hon. 
gentleman have any chance of making the day· 
labour scheme appear a success on paper? 

The tlECRE'fARY FOR PLBLIC \VOHKS: On one 
Dontract the Government have in hand now for 
a railway the contractor is paying his men 7s. 
a day. 

:VIr. BROWNE: I have not a word to say 
about what any c·mtractor is paying-. The con­
tractor in that case may be paying that amount, 
but if another contractor competing against him 
paid less he would be pmalised. 

The SECRETAHY FOR PcBLIC \VORKS: \Ve will 
not acc<"pt his tender if he is one of tltose men. 

The PrtE>IIER: Another contractor is paying 
Ss. a day. 

::\Tr. BROWNE: I am quite aware that some 
':)Ontractors pay reasonable wages, but there are 

otherR who do not. I know that generally in 
the Xorth it is recognised by the \Vorks Depart­
ment that a higher rate of wages is paid there, 
more esjJecially in the Gulf country, than m the 
South, and, g·enerally speaking, we have not had 
much trouble in that connection. I know one 
contractor who, knowing nothing about the 
conditions of the X orth, went up there and took 
a contract. He took with him one or two men, 
who were engaged here at 1:\s. ud. a Jay. At that 
tinw the wages for carpenters in that district 
was l!ls. a day, and when those men found that, 
they left the contractor, and he had to du the 
job as best he could, with the result that he lost 
a great deal of money by the contract. He had 
tendered for a small Go\'ernrnent work, but he 
would not go on with that. If there had been bad 
times up there and a lot uf unemployed about, 
which there was not, that co'1tractor would hotve 
gone on with both cc,ntracts, and have cut down 
the wages in the di,.;trict and have hunted the 
local contractors, who had spent a great deal of 
money on plant and material, out of the place. 
But the conditions beiug favourable to the work­
men and not fa VO'!rable to the contractor, he did 
not do that. I no not see what need there was 
for the Secretary for Public Works to make this 
so strongly a party question. The question is 
on~e which hon. members on the other side should 
look at with just as much interest as we on this 
side do, because the establishment of a minimum 
wage on Governn1ent contracts is just as 1nuch 
in the interests of the contractor and the bu>~i­
ness man as it is in the interest of the working 
nwn. Do not hon. members know how, when 
some of our railways were being constmcted 
by contractor> and sub-contractor>', business men 
and boarding-house keepers were let in? That 
was the result in most cases of the work 
being let at a price which could not pos­
sibly pay at the current rate of wages. Tl,e 
adoption of this proposal cannot hurt anybody. 
According to the eddence we have of the 
working of the principle in large towns at 
home and in the other colonies, it has been a 
success. From the reports made by Mr. John 
Younv,, when he was at home the year btfore 
last-that is the last year he was in office-it 
appears that the enforcement of a minimum 
wage i'1 contracts has worked satisfactorily, and 
he favoured the day-labour system of carrying 
out public works. 

The 8ECHE1'AilY FOR PVBLIO \VORKS: And the 
working men passed a vote of censure on him. 

::Vlr. BROW NE: I do not know that they did. 
Mr. TcRLEY: They rlid not. 
Mr. BROWNE : I do not think they would 

pass a vote of censure on a man for introducing a 
1ninin1um wage. 

Mr. Me MASTER: Yes, they did; I quoted it 
in this House. 

::\Ir. BRO\VNE: I do not think any evidence 
has been addueed to show that working men 
passed a Yote of censure on anyone for i:~ltroduc­
ing a n1inimum wage. ~-\_t any rate, It s~erns 
very ~trange to me ho.w contr~cton; or b~l:'3In~ss 
n1en can Of•PO"'e a motion of this sort., cons1denng 
that the principle it embodies has bAen adopted 
and worked with success in London, Glasgow, 
Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, and Birming­
ham and that 1t was brought forward and advo­
cated by leading business men in those cc;mmuni­
ties. lt was not working men, but leadmg men 
of experience, who had most to do with the 
adoption of the princ~ple in those p]ac~s, and It 
has been the same m the other colontes. The 
system has passed its experimental stage, 3:nd we 
have the experience of other places to ~mde us 
in the matter. I hope that, lf the mot~on go~s 
to a division, hon. members on both sides wrll 
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look upon it as a question in which we are all 
equally interested, and not make it a party 
question. 

The SECHETARY Fon Pt:mrc ·wonr;:s: I did 
not make it a party question. 

Mr. BROWKE : Many of us have earned our 
living as workmen. I was just as good when I 
used a pick and shovel as I am now, and I am 
not ashamed of the work in which I was en­
gaged. The Secretary for Public \York" was 
also avery bit as good when he followed another 
occupation as he is now, if not better. I have 
nothing more to say. I shall support the motion. 

Mr. ARMSTROJ'\G (Lockyc,.) : Recognising 
the importance of this matter, as we have only 
about four minutes left fnr further discu~sion, 
I hope the House will allow me to move the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Question put :~nd passed ; and resumption uf 
debate made an Order of the Day for Thursday, 
1Dth September. 

SCPPLY. 
Rrcsntl'TTO:> op CooiMITTEE-I>EnATE ox 

}'JXAXCL\L STATE}!ENT. 
Question-That there be granted to His 

::\Iajesty, for the service of the yhtt' 
[7 p.m.] l!l01-l!J02, a sunt not exceeding £300, 

to defray the sJ>lary of the aide-de­
camp to His Excellency the Governor-stated. 

Mr. :FOGARTY (D1Yt!lton mul Too1toom0a) : 
I should not have troubled the Committee by 
speaking during thi' debate if it had not been 
for the proposed reduction in the endowment to 
local bodies, which is a wry dr:tstic measure, and 
which will inflict a considerable amount of hard­
ship upon all cla;ses of peoplt>. I think myself, 
notwithstanding the necessity for economy, even 
at the eleventh hour, the 'freasurer should 
increaRe the arnonnt of endowment, and restore 
it to what it was last year-£10:J,OOO. It is pt•r­
fectly true that during last session increased 
oblig-ations were thrown upon local authorities. 
A Health Commissioner was appointed at a very 
large salary and with very large puwers. That 
gentleman is exceedingly active in the dis­
charge of his duties, and is compelling local 
authorities to perform very expensive worh'. 
It is possible that in the interests of the 
health of the people c•anitary reform should be 
put into operation as early as possible, but we 
were g-iven to understand that althouah con­
siderable powers would be g-iven to the local 
authorities, financial assistance would also be 
given to them. One gentleman in speaking 
pointed out that divisional boards had a much 
stronger clain1 to assil-'tance than n1unieipalitie:; 
or shire~. I think quite differently. If a divi­
sional board has been extremely extravagant in 
the past, those local bodies who have been 
careful in the expenditure pf their revenues 
should not be penalise<l. The member for 
Maclmy, :Mr. Paget, in speaking last night, 
pointed out that the Pioneer Dh~isional Board, 
of which he i., the chairman, had met all its 
obligations, and he protested against a reduction 
of the endowment as the revenues of that board 
were, comparatively speaking, verv small. 

The :SECRET.\RY ~·oR Al+RICULTc'm; : They are 
only relatively small. As a matter of fact. the 
board has one of the largest revenues h) the 
colonv. 

:Mr: :FOG ARTY: I think if it is necessary for 
the Pioneer Board to have a greater revenue, 
there should be no difficulty in attaining that 
result. If the case of the Seaforth Estate is a 
fair criterion of the values assessed by that 
board, then I say the division is certainly under­
valued, and those districts which have struck 
the maximum rate should receive more assist-

ance than the Treasurer contemplates grvmg. I 
know of several local bodies who are unable to­
meet their present engagements, and in the· 
event of the Health Officer compelling those 
bodies to carry out certain mnitary reforms, 
which may be very necessary, it will be utterly 
beyond their means, and the consequence will 
be that the places will get a bad repute, 
and people will possibly flee from them as 
from plague-stricken districts. Hence a very 
considerable reduction in the value of pro­
perty will naturally occur. I am of opinion 
that all should be assisted. I have no hesitation 
in saying, as far as the expenditure of public 
money is concerned, the local bodies show more 
for the moneys they have expended than any 
other branch of the State-moneys expended to 
very great advantage-but, as I pointed out, 
nnfortunately the revenue is too limited. Dr. 
Ham, the present Health Commissioner, who is 
a most excellent officer, is exceedingly vigilant 
just now, and he calls upon the local bodies to 
immediately construct heavy sanitary works 
and waterworks, which run into hundreds of 
thousands of pounds. 'V ell, I think it nothing 
but hir that these bodies should receive some 
kind of assistance. If the municipalities do not 
receive the assistance they absolutely need, it 
will have a tendency to reduce the municipal 
population. It is. well known th_at people '':ho 
are alive to the mterests of therr pocket ln·e 
in the suburbs, and invariably the taxation of 
the suburbs is considerably less-less even hy 
more than one-half-than in the mnnicipalitie,. 
They reap all the benefits of municipal expendi­
ture and improvements, and pay nothing in 
return. Therefore, I say if any penons ha':e a 
special claim it is the municipalities and shrres 
of (.lueensland. I understood the hon. member 
for Mackay to say that in the past money had 
been sqmindered as far as his district was 
concerned, and as an illustration he pointfd out 
that roads were formd at a cost of ls. 4~rJ. per 
chain. I have a little knowledge of local 
government administration, and I eertainly 
would not care to term any highway a road that 
was improved at that cost. In some districts 
that expenditure would sca.rcely disturb the 
virgin soil, and it wouid be almost impossible to 
even align the channels, without going into any 
permanent work at all. ll nfortunately for some 
of the local bodies, although the land is of a 
useful and fertile nature, and exceedingly good 
for the production of wealth, it is equaliy 
as had fur road-making purposes. lf the 
country is barren the expense of forming and 
establishing roads is not so very great. In 
country such as that on the Downs the soil ic· 
first-cl;.ss, but not for this purpose, and hence it 
entails the expenditure of a very large sum of 
money on thP local authorities. In the mumci­
pality that I he''· e the honour to share in the 
representation of we ha Ye been extremely careful 
in the past. I will ''W that the members of the 
council in the early day.- were men who laid the 
foundatinns of almost a model city. They bor­
rowed very cautiously. It is very true that their 
borrowing pnwers ha\·e been considerably ex­
tended by fresh legislation in the direction of not 
considerin,; money obtained for waterworks pur· 
poses, but we have borrowed a considerable mm 
of money for waterworks purposes, and the town 
has grown to such an extent that we are 
end ea y<mring to provide a further scheme. The 
Hydraulic Engineet', Department has reported 
frmn time to tinl8, and at very conbiderablP ex­
pense to the corporation-it has cost us some £200 
or £300. I believe it was money well spent, but 
thP lowest estimate, and that which the 
Hydratllic }:ngineer recommended, war, to cost 
£200,000. ::\ ow, that is a very large sum of 
money indeed, and, if it had been borrowed two 
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or three years ago, the money would have been 
expended now, but hardly any water would have 
fallen from the heavens. The cvnsequence is 
that the burden would have fallen very heavily 
upon the municipality of Toowoomba. Some of 
the neighbouring shires are small and their 
revenues are small likewise. The valuee are 
fairly good, and they are not at aJI niggardly in 
the valuations. The people cheerfully submit to 
the values that are placed upon their properties, 
but still the revenues are small. I sav. without 
fear of contradiction, that there is no part of 
Queensland, and no part of the continent, in 
which money has been more judiciously expended 
than in the shires surrounding Toowoomba. It 
is not a matter of boasting. I am simply plead­
ing for worthy and deserving bodies, and I 
regret that the Treasurer has thought fit to 
reduce the amount of endowment to such a con­
siderable extent. 

Mr. Me MASTER: He could not help himself. 
Mr. FOG ARTY: Federation is likely to still 

further· reduce our revenue. The probability is 
that intercolonia1 freetrade will have that effect. 
Before I depart from the question of the endow­
ment to local authorities, I desire to say that I 
think that this cheeseparing is unworthy of the 
reputat!on of the Treasurer, and unworthy of the 
repntatwn of the State of Queensland. I know 
perfectly well that in a very short while appe~tls 
will be made to the Treasurer with a view to 
restoring this £45,000. Several local authorities 
already, in public meeting-s assembled, have 
carried resolutions protesting against this cheese­
paring policy, and any per.son at all acquainted 
with the great resources of (lueen,J~nd will 
admit that £45,000 is a very small item in­
deed, and, instead of assisting the Treasury, the 
chances are that it will be a direct Ios'' in 
this way : If the unfortunate ratepayers are 
burdened to such an extent that theirpnrchasing 
powers are seriously diminished a loss will accrue 
through that channel, and a loss to the State 
probably much greater than the proposed reduc­
tion in the endowment. I hope that the Tre:.­
surer will see his way to restore the .£45, 000, 
especially in the face of the proposed amendment 
of the Local Government Act. I believe the 
Home Secretary has a Local Government Bill 
on th~ stocks, and, according to His Excellency's 
Opening Speech, it is likely to become law this 
session. If it becomes Ia·w it will certainly 
extend the powers of the local bodies con­
siderably, but unfortunately there is no financial 
aBsistance proposed to be given to carry out 
those extended powers, and it is utterly impos­
sible for them to carry on unless they ore 
assisted in some way. In the Bill the 
Government are extremely cardul in guard­
ng Government property, which is to bfl exempt 

from local taxation. \Veil, I hope the House 
has sufficient good sense to remove an objection­
able clause of that smt in the new Bill. The 
people form the Government, they are the 
country, and any injury done to the people is a 
direct injury to the State. The Treasurer is 
reported to have seen the error of his w.ws in 
connection with the imposition of a penny stamp 
duty upon all accounts from 1 Os. up to 20'. If 
the original proposal were carrier! into effect it 
woulr1 be a very serious burden upon small 
traders-a burden they would be unable to bear, 
as the competition in mercantile life is so keen 
that th~ey could not by any possible means 
recoup tbemsel ves from their customers. But 
the Press has reported that the Treasurer intends 
to confine himself to the original pavment of 
ld. on 20s. and upwards. I think that from 
.£2 upwards duty is to be 2d. \Veil, we 
may term that a very hanclsnme sum, and 
receipts of .£2 and upwards will not bear so 
heavily upon the poorer portion of the com-

m unity as the original proposal. Apart from the 
disastrous drought and nntoreseen expenditure in 
connection with the trouble in South Africa, 
things are not at all promising, and it does not 
appear to me that the usual caution has been 
exercised in the administration of the affairs of 
the State. However, an unforeseen legacy fell 
into the hands of the Treasurer through the death 
of the late Hon. J arnes Tyson. 1Iillionaires do 
not die every day, but the chances are that the 
reYenue derived from the Tyson estate will more 
than counterbalance any loss incurred in connec­
tion with the sending of troops to South Africa, 
so that we cannot consider that a loss at all. 
The Treasurer states that debentures are to be 
issued with a currency of ten years, carrying, 
probably, 3~ per cent, interest. I think that 
the hem. gentleman should make arrangen;e!'ts 
for retiring these debentures annually, retiCmg 
first those for which he has to pay the 
highest premium, and leaving those which are 
issued at a reasonable rate to continue for the 
ten years if necessary. \Vith a return of good 
seasons, combined with careful administration, 
there should be no necessity to wait ten year8 
for a return of prosperity, provided that federa­
tion has not the disastrous effect that I am sadly 
afraid it will bring upon this State. Some hon. 
members who have spoken advocate additional 
taxation. \V ell, if additional taxation iR neces­
sary, certainly a land tax shoulcl not be one of 
the forms whi<.:h it should take. \Ve have 
alre"dy a land tax in operation in the shape of 
the locH! anthoritie~, and, with the extended 
powers it is proposed to g·ive them, if they 
me those powers to their fullest extent, we 
will ha,·e a verY se1•er" land ta:·.. True, 
there is a land ·tax in Yictoria, but that 
State is developed to the very fullest extent, and 
is populated to its utmost carrying capacity. 
\Ve are not yet in that position; but when we 
have reached that stage-perhaps fifty years 
hence-our taxation will be very small when 
distributed amongst such a large population as 
we shall have then. I approve of an income tax, 
but I am of opinion that salaries under £300 a 
year should not he touched, and that "s they in­
crease beyond £300 a year they should be taxed 
in proportion. I beliel'e also in an absentee tax. 
I have personal knowledge of two very valuable 
properties returning a princely revenue to the 
fortunate ownerH, who escape taxation except 
that imposed by the local body, which is not ,·ery 
heavy. 

Mr. AmrsTRONG: Does not the dividend tax 
touch them? 

Mr . .FOG ARTY: Kot in any way. _They 
have b0nefitPd largely by the unearned mcre­
ment in consequence of settlement and the 
expenditure of public money, and I say that 
those gentlemen can very well afford to pay an 
absentee tax, and I hope the timR will come 
when a tax upon absentees will be imposed. I 
may say that I make this suggestion in no 
unkind spirit. If the burden of tax,tion is to be 
borne, it shoulrl lJe placed on the strongest and 
broad<st shoulclers, and if placed upon the 
shoulders of such men as those referred to in my 
illustmtion, it will not be at all felt. There is 
another tax-one that has not been mentioned 
up to the J•rec.ent-and that is rt bachelor tax. 

HoNOGRABLE 11E}!BERS: Hear, hear! 
Mr. FOGAHTY: I believe the Treasurer 

might very well pnt that tax into operation .. _I 
understancl that some hon. tnPmbers ha;-e antici­
pated a tax of this nature and have changed their 
condition and become respectable members of 
society. But I avproach this matter with bated 
breath beccwse I am stanrling on dangerons 
gronnd, and the Dm·lin[t Dmc,IS Oa:.cttc will 
probably slate me. 

Mr. TODIIE : It is very reasonable. 
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:\Ir .• TE~KI~SOl\': He is getting married as 
quickly as he can. 

Mr. "FOG ARTY: I am glad to hear it. I hope 
the hon. member for Croydon, the leader of the 
Oppo;;ition, will follow the example. 

Mr. BROW:"E : I would rather pay the tax. 
:Yir. FOG ARTY: The Government have 

spent a very large sum of money -about £GOO,OOO 
-in connection with the sugar industry, and it 

r money expended in the repurchas<' of land 
entails no lorr.s to the general taxpayer, or rather 
it entails no risk. I will not be so unkind as to 
say that the £t>OO,OOO advanced to the cane­
growers will not be returned ; but. I will say, 
without fear of contradiction, that 1t is a Yery 
open question, and that a VBry considerable risk 
is placed upon the general taxpayer of the State. 
I hope it will he returned in full, an<i I am 
satio;fied that those who have had this assistance 
are as anxious to see the money returned to 
the State as I am myself. Another matter 
to which I will refer is one which I ventilated 
when I first came into the House, and that 
i:-;, that 1n my opinion we are not receiving 
sufficient revenue from our lands. If the P"S­
toralist in the \Y Bot, in the possession of large 

i;; propo;;ed to supplement that amount with 
another £25,000. Like other hon. members I 
would like to see the sugar industry pro3per, but 
there are other branches of the agricultural 
industry to be considered, and they are rruite as 
i1npnrtant aR cant'.growing. I do not ~e·~ why 
the wheat and barley farmer should not be pro­
tected and assisted as well as the canegrower. 
If the Government are anxious to give &ssistance 
to agriculture in general, I would like them to ! 

give effect to the rep lft of the Chief Engineer 
for Hail ways, :\[r. Stanley, by constructing 
light lines of railway to the ildl'erent agricul­
tural centres which are now thickly populated. 

HO:"OUI<ABLR MElllBEBH: Hear, hear : 
J\Ir. FOG ARTY: The hon. member for Wide 

Bay reminds me that the Hou.,e has consented 
to a motion for giving- effect to Mr. St.anley's 
recommendation, and I would ask why did not 1 

the Government give effect to it? ' 
:Yir .• L\CKSON : And why did not thev provide 

for old age pensions? " 
:\Ir. FOG ARTY: I have no doubt that in the 

near future that will be an accomplis!Jed fact ; 
but it will run into a very considerable sum of 
money. The only feasible proposal I have heard 
in regard to the cost of providing old age pension" 
fell from the Hon. J. G. Drake when sePking 
the suffrages of the electors of tlueensland. 
He said that a fund might be provided by 
leasing the land in connection with the federal 
city, and the money used for the purpo'e 
uf providing old age pensions. Notwithstanding 
the large amount paid on account of pensions in 
~ew Zealand, the people there are in a prosper­
ous condition. Referring again to the question 
of light lines of railway to agricultural centres, 
I consider that it is the bonnden duty of the Go­
Yernment to gh·e the agdcnlturists in vV est 
Moreton, on the Darling Downs, in the \Vide 
Bay district, and in other closely settled parts 
of the colony, facilities fot· reaching the Brisbane 
market, because there is a larger popuhttion in 
Brisbane and the consumption is greater than in 
·the remainder of the State. I have no doubt 
that early next year when we are compelled to 
approach our masters, the electors, the quPstion 
of these light lines of railway will pltty a 
prominent part in the programme addressed by 
the different c mdidates to the elector;;. :\Ir. 
Stanley's report has been a considerable time in 
hand. He was sent to Europe at considerable 
expense to get the information to make that 
report, and we were given to understand, prior 
to his leaving, that all the Government needed 
was information, and that if that information 
was of a desirable nature, effect would be 
immediately 15iven to the recommendations made 
by Mr. Stanley. Though he has strongly recom­
mended the construction of light lines of rail way, 
up to the present that recommendation is simply 
confined to his report. I am of opinion that 
there should he at least half-a-dozen of these 
lines in o,ctual operation at the present time. 
Therefore, although I agr<>e to money being 
advanced to the canegrowers, I think that it is 
high time some other portion of the agricul­
tural industry should receive some assistftnce. 
It is possiblE> that some hon. members repre-

senting cane-growing constituencies 
[7'30 p.m.J may point out that there has been 

a fairly large sum of money ex­
pended in the repurchase of land. True ; but the 

tracts of land-as large as some of the countries 
of Enrope-at ld. per acre cannot get on, the 
grazing farmer with 20,000 acres, for which he 
is compelled to pay 2d. an acre, ts apparently 
able to make both ends meet. 

:Mr. ARllfSTRONG : =" o, he is not. 
Mr. :FOGAH,TY: \Vel!, so far, the woil has 

only come from the large holders, for whom I 
have the greatest sympathy, and am prepared to 
express that sympathy in a practical form when 
the proper time arrives. They can only restock 
by breeding up. There is no place that I am 
aware of where stock can be purchased. If the 
large areas I am speaking of are suitable for 
grazing farms settlement, it would be far better 
to have thirty, forty, or fifty people upon a run, 
with their families, than to have it in the hands 
of one person. And what is more, the natural 
increase of stock would be at a much greater rate 
than under the present condition of things. It 
is well known that the percentage of natuml 
losses is not nearly as great on a grazing farm as 
on large pastoral holdings. 

Mr. AmrsTBONG : \Vhy? 
:Yir. ]1'0GARTY: ]1'or this reason, that there 

is much more care and attention bestowed by the 
smalln<an upon his stock. 

:Yir. AR>ISTBOXG : No; because the one brerds 
stock and the other buys it. The grazing farmer 
does not breed stock. 

:\Ir. FOG ARTY: I admit that the bnn. merr.­
ber for Lockyer ha.s an intimate knowledge of 
the pastoral industry ; but I have no~ gone about 
the world for the last forty years wrth my eyes 
closed. I also know something about it; and I 
repeat that the lneses o.re much greater on large 
holdings than on small ones. 

:VIr. AmrsTRONG: That i.s <tuite true, but 
whv? 

::\Ir. YOGAHTY: The hon. member and 
my,elf are apparently agreed upon that 
matter. If the large holdings were cut up, and 
fifty persons with their families were settled 
upon tbem, it would bring in an enormous 
revenue-very nearly £1,000,000 more than we 
are receiving from pastoral rentii-and there 
would be a con,,iderable increase of population of 
a pern1anent nature, and morA ernp1oyrnent would 
re given. There are certain improvements that 
are absolutely necessary for a gtazing- farn1er to 
effect. He has to fence, to put up buildings, and 
soon, and if his capital islimited, as his banking ac­
count increases he will increase his holding. From 
almost every point of view the grazing farmer is 
more desirable to tbe State than the large run­
holder, and I trust grazing farmers will receive a 
considerable amount of encouragement and ctt­
tention. I know of one gentlemen who selected 
some 9,000 acres in the Springsure district-a 
friend of my own of nearly thirty years' standing 
-who assured me t.he year before last that off 
this \1,000 acres he received a net return of 
£1,275 for his clip of wool, irrespective of the in­
crease of stock . 

.Mr. ARMSTRONG : \Vhat was his debt? 
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.:\Ir. FOG ARTY: His debt was nothing. He 
went on to the land whh a certain amount of 
capital, and was in a position to fence, buy 
stock, and erect the necessary outbuildings 
independent of any outside financial assistance. 
I also know of anothPr case of two brokers who 
took up a grazing hon1estead, and who cleared 
£\100 tne year before last. Thi" conclusively 
proves that if a g:raziog farmer has a little 
capital to start with, is careful, ha,; a knowledge 
of hh.; business, and d.oes not over-stock, 
his future is assurec1. And when the time 
arri,·es at which to surrender his holding, it 
will he very considerably enhanced in value, and 
the State will reap the benefit. Another matter 
I wish to draw attention to is the cumbersome 
means we have of reaching Toowoomba-that is, 
the tremendous mileage we traverse between 
Helidon and Toowoornba. Mr. Stanley points 
vut that if the elevation is HO great that it io im­
possible to reach Toowoomha in the ordinary 
mode of railwav construction a rack line should 
be substituted for the roundabout line we have at 
the present time. \Vith that, and the Drayton 
deviation, the journey from Brisbane to Svdney 
and 1Ielbourne would be considerably decreased 
in dllration. 

1Ir. Gn-El'S: \Vuuld not the via rEct" suit vou 
better? -

::\Ir. FOG ARTY: I know nothing at all about 
the vifl rectct. A very c•msiderable saving may 
be effected by shortening the distance between 
Toowoomba and Helidon. 1 know the distance 
as the line traveh is something like 28 or 2!l 
miles, and the distance by road is nearly 12 
miles, and as the crow flies, only about 8. I 
know the country very well, and I would under­
take to leave Toowoomba at H and reach 
Helidon at 10 o'clock. 

::\Ir. AinfSTRONG : Y on could not do it now, 
the road is too bad. 

::\Ir. FOG ARTY: In the Chamber of Com­
merce, I think the question was raised by Mr. 
Paterson, that if the Government-! may say 
I ad vacated exactly the same thing in this House 
in 1895-erectpd sheds for the purpose of storing 
agricultnral produce, in the event of an advance 
taking place in the market, the fa.rmer would be 
in a position to reap the benefit of that advance. 
'l'bat idea has been considered by the respectiYe 
Chambers of Commerce throughout the State, 
and as far as I know one and all approve of it. 
vV ell, the cost will he very small, and as the 
(~overnrnent up to thP present do not seem desir­
ous of constructing the light line of railway that 
I advocate, I say that they should give some small 
assistance in the erection of these sheds, and 
if it is necessary to make them self-supporting, 
a very small charge should be made for storage. 
I know the farmers wonld willingly pay it, as 
the black wil of the country is utterly impass· 
able to wheeled trafiic after it is thoroughly 
saturated. After a heavy downfall for two or 
three days in succession, I know a nutnher of 
blacksoil plains that are almost j,11passable for 
wheel traffic of any weight for at least three 
weeks. The consequence is, that if there is 
an advance in the m:trket meanwhile, tl,ey 
have no chance of obt.dning the bPnefit of it, 
beeause all their produce reaches the market 
!'t once, and the market becoming glutted, 
m stead of malnng a profit they prohably lose. 
Therefore, I hope the 1linister will see his 
way clear to recommend the assistance that 
I speak of. J'\ow, a gentleman, speaking in 
connection with the colony of :New Zealand, 
pointed out that, owing to radical legislation, 
they were not making the progress that we are 
led to believe. vVell, I believe that it is owing 
to the radical legislatbn and the excellent 
administration that ~ew Zealand occupies the 
proud position of being by far and away the 

most progres,i>e colony of the Australasian 
group. The growth of New Zealand has been 
marvellous; it has not been brought about by 
:"Lny artiticial means, l.mt by wise laws and 
effective admmistration . 

. Mr. LEKll'A: Honest administration. 
::\Ir. FOGAHTY: y,,, hone"t administra­

tion. The net return in New Zealand per head 
for 1xm was £230, and in 1~00 the net return 
per head was £2fl(i, a clear gain of . .SG(). \V ell, that 
is a.n enornwus g:1in. Since 18Dl, enormou~ 
increases in land settlement hrwe occurred. The 
people passing money through the savings bank 
and other ban kin!!: in,titutions had to their credit 
in 1891, £13,000,000, and in lUOO, £22,000,000-
that speaks for its3lf; it requires no explanation 
on my part to show that the growth of hard cash 
deposits has been mar:ellous. The increa,se 
in the value of property, according t" the latest 
statistics, from 1891 to l!JOO was £18,000,000. The 
land under cultivation has alw increased. In 
1891 it was 8,400,000 acre'; in 1900, 12,(i00,000-
a very large incn-'ase Indeed. The inereaBe ln 
revenue between 1891 and 1DOO was no less than 
£12,000,000. The exports in 1891 amounted to 
£9,500,000, and in 1900 to £13,240,000. The 
factory hands-that is the industrial sc·cti•m of 
this progres·sive State-have increased, from 1891 
to 1HOO, from 25,000 to 200,000, notwithstanding 
the failure of the flax crop. Had the flax crop 
been as good as usual the number would have 
been cnn.iderably more than it is at the present 
time; but even at this stage I think that y on will 
agree that this particul~<r section in the indus­
trial portion of that State has made very ~reat 
progress, while the wages paic! in the i:ltate 
of New Zeah;nd are greater than any other 
State in Australia. However, they are not 
at all anxious to embrace federation; they know 
perfPctly well that the only market they have is 
that of the old country, and for this reason-they 
occupy the position of being able to supply all 
their own wants, and hence any compact entered 
into in connection with the Commonwealth 
would be disastrous to their best interests. If 
they attempted to throw in their lot with ours it 
would be wholly and solely with the object of 
flooding the markets of Australia, and particu­
larly those of the State of Queensland, with 
their produce. I know the seasons are regular 
there, and it requires no greatly scientific agri­
culture to produce crops. vVith the ordinary 
system of cultivation, the rainfall being regular, 
there is not the slightest ditllculty in calculating 
the prohaule return from the acre;ge under 
cultivation. But, unfortunatPly, we are not in 
that pooition. \Ve meet from time to time with 
ad ver;e seasons. Taking the history of the 
colony from that time up to the present, I do not 
think we have anything to be alarmed about. 
The Treasurer points out that there is no par­
ticular reason wbv we shoulrl become ahtrrned. 
I am exactly of the same opinion. I have no 
hesitatinn in Raying that, with two or three 
years good "rasons, without additi.,nal taxation, 
we shall recover the pocition t h>tt we occupied 
prior to this disastrous drought and the pest, in 
the shape of ticks, which has inflicted a consider­
able amount of injury upon the leading industry 
of the colony-to wit, that of the pastoralists. 
I certainly r>m not in sympathy with the pro­
posal to sell large blocks of lands. I do not 
think there is any necessity for selling land. 
\Vhen good seasons return the revenue will 
increa'e to such an extent that there will be no 
nece•sity to sacrifir'" the public estate. If that 
is done we shall have a repetition of what 
occurred in the early da).'s on the Darling 
Downs. Pr .. bably after I ha Ye passed away the 
seasons may change, and the climate also. 
(Laughter.) Even if I got into a more sultry 
climate than that of Queemland I belie Ye I should 
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mee~ some very good friends there. However, as 
I satd, thB seasons may change, and it will pro­
bably be found that the lands which it is now con­
templated to sell at 10s. per acre have been sacri­
ficed, and the second generation, if not the present 
generation, will agitate in the same way ''" we 
are doing now for the repurchase ·of iand for 
clo8e settlement. The Government are simply 
trustees for the people, and if they play fast and 
loose with the public estate by selli'ng it thev 
will prove unfaithful to their trust. It may no-t 
be possi?le for 1~s to bring them to book, but pos­
tenty wtll certamly not send prayers aloft for their 
benefit. Even l~st year a considerable quantity 
of land was sold m excess of the area alienated 
in the preceding year. The Treasurer s"'ys-

The. area so1d by auction c1nring the year was :m,5l7 
acre~ 111 €''\Cess of the prcYious year's sales, the respec­
tive areas being 11.118 al'res and 50,6~5 acr~s. the 11rice" 
realised being £23.552 Os. lOtl. and £47,202 12s. :Jd. 

Notwithstanding this huge sacrifice, we find that 
we have now a deficit of £f:i28,000, which is a 
very large sum. I entirely disapprove of the 
Government continuing to sell land in this way. 
\Vhat is needed is this : \Vhen the present lea-es 
of Crown lands expirc' .. if the lands are at all 
suitable for close settlement., those leases should 
not be renewed, bnt the land shonld be thrown 
open to selection. I remember a letter appearing 
in the Gmo·icr in relation to cerhin leases in the 
coastal district, and the writer stated tha~ if the 
Government could see their way clear to ext&nd 
those leases for another fourteen years-I think 
they have six years to run from the present 
time-the lessees would be quite prepared to 
give a cont;iderat,le increase on the present 
rentak '.rhat would be a disrtstrous policy. 
\Ve have scarcely half a million d people on our 
territory at the present time, but if these rum 
fall in n,nd they are at all suitable, I think it will 
be the very hest means of increasing the popu­
lation of a permanent nature if the l"'nd was 
thrown open to selection. It is well known that 
permanent settlers enhance the ,·alue of the 
State and also of their own respectin' holdings. 
I have shown that notwithstanding the sales of 
last year the rlcticit is a very large one; but 
there is nothing to be alarmed at, for it is only a 
matter of time when things will adjust them­
selves. If the Government, however, continue 
selling lands for the purpose of meeting extra va­
gant expenditure, then it io only a matter of 
time when they will reach the end of th•ir 
tether, ::md they will then be compelled to 
impose additional taxation. Additional taxation 
is not desirable in any shape or form, aud I 
myself am perfectly satisfied that there is no 
necessity for it. The Treasurer concluded as 
follows:-

\Ve consider thnt, if bv the alienation of a :-;:mall 
portion of our e~tate whiell is neYer likt~lr to be 
required for elos:c :-;ettlemcnt we can tide over 'our pre­
sent ditlicnlty, it will biJ wise, in the interest of the 
State, t.fl do so rather than to burden the people with 
additional taxation whinh might not be nceess:ny. and 
wonld tend to retm·d our progress. On the whole, the 
(•loud which at pre::;ent orer:::;hadows the Statn, hi not 
~o den~e that we cannot srr: the sunshine beyond. lYe 
have CYery confidenc:) in the resources and' recupera­
tive powers of Qnceu~land. and in the emn·age and 
energy of its people, which hayc heen prOYf'd hy 
experience: and '""e are satisfied that. with (·C'onomv 
in extJCnditnre, a rca~-tonahle tariff. anti aYerage ~e:l­
:;;ons. we shall soon re:sumc onr -forme-r ]H'O~pe::ous 
condition, and take our position as one of the leading 
State~ in the ConnuonwP-alth. 
The latter portion < f that I thoroughly agrPe 
with, and I believe this desirable condition of 
things will be reached without selling land. I 
certainly would very much like to know how it 
will be"'scertained that the land they contempl9te 
selling by )Jublie auction will not be needed fnr 
close settlement. They possibly will say the 
rainfall is scanty, and 'a number of other. lame 

excuses may be offered. But as our rail ways 
extend, and as close settlement extends, what is 
now looked upon as not being absolutely n<eces­
sary for close settlement, may five years hence 
be as much needed as the land in the vicinity 
of \Varwick, Dalby, or Toowoomba. There­
fore, I will not be a party to the propo,al 
submitted to the House that a certain portion 
of land should be sold for the purpose of 
providing m0ney to meN this deticit. I think 
we are on the turn of the tide of prosperity, 
and if so, long before the debentures mature, 
there will be no net•d at all to sacrifice a 
single perch of land. The revenue will be so 
great, with increased population through land 
sectlement and the increase of land revenue, 
that I am satisfied that we shall by that time 
have a credit bQlance of at least £1,500,000. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie): I wish to say a few 
w"rds with regard to the proposed curtailment 
of the endowment to local au~horities. which I 
think is the most cruel aspect of the Financial 
Statement. Now, the local bodies have struck 

their rates for this y>.ar, ancl conse­
[8 p.m.] quently even if they had increased 

power to make higher rates they 
cannot du so for this year; they cannot or will 
not rednce their expenses in connectiOn with 
their off~ cef-1, and they cannot get increased 
accommodation by way of overdrafts. Conse­
quently the whole effect of this rednction will 
cnr.ne upon the \\'<lges man. The wages rrtan ·who 
is working with the pick and shovel will suffer 
most ·~everely. I think it is not "'t nil 
desirable that this state of things should be 
brought about, becausP it will do more than 
anything else to increase the number of the 
unemployed. \Ye are told that, at the pre<ent 
time, there are a larg-e num~er of unemployed in 
the different parts of the colony, and it is very 
undesirable that we should do anything which 
will add to their ranks. Instead of reducing the 
endowment, I think it would be far preferable to 
continue it. on last year's basis. In his State­
ment the TreMsurer say'< that the endowments to 
local authorities are reduced from £10:'\,000 to 
£(i0,000, anrl that, if the Governnwnt struck off 
the wh••le amcmnt., it would have been equivalent 
to putting on a fresh land tax. Now, I con­
tend tb.t the ratEs raised by loc"l authorities 
are not, in the right sense of the word, a 
land tax, and that a land tax would he far 
more equitable instead of reducing the endow­
ments. In going into this question we find 
that the local authorities get very much of 
their rat~s from the small holders of land, the 
Act compelling them to adopt a minimum 
valuation. By a land ':1lnes tax, as advoc{Lted 
by this side of the House, thesP '!nail holders 
would not be taxed at all, because there would 
be r~n exemption. I should say that £200 or 
£300 would be a fair exemption, and even with 
that exemption we should get a fair return from 
the larg-e centres of population, especially in the 
city of Bri,;bane, where large le.nd values exist. 
Xow, I would just point nut one particular 
inshnce of the way in which a land tax would 
work in opposition to the rating of local authori­
ties. I will refer to the divisional board with 
which I am best acquainted, which is in a 
farming district, and thickly populated. The 
va,luation in the \Viclgee Division amounts to 
£1\1,1,000. Exempting the pastoral anrl other 
lands, the valuation is £120,000 on freehold land. 
\\~ell, if we exempt up to £:100 we have a ratable 
value of £30,000, which, on 1d. in the £ basis, 
would give £125. The \Vidgee Division, there­
fore, by striking a land tax, would pay £123 1 o 
the State, and upun the basis of last year's 
endowment would receive £(;2.1. :1\ow, take 
another example from the larg.l centres of popu­
lation-the Korth Brisbane Municipal Council. 
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We find that its valuation is nearly £1j,OOO,OOO. 
If we exempt the firet £~00, the valuation is 
brought down to something- like £i5,2f>O,OOO, and 
at Id. in the £, that would bring in £22,000. 
Last year the Xorth Brisbane Council drew in 
endowment a little over £17,000; so you see that 
by striking a land tax, ;md keepi.ng up the 
precent endowment, the omside districts would 
P'Y in less and receive more. In the case of the 
Wiclgee Division, for every £1 they paid in land 
value taxation they would receive in endowment 
£i'i, while in :1\ orth Brisbane municipality for 
every £1 they paid they would draw 13s. Sd. 
in endowment. That is the way in which a 
land value tax would work in opuosition to the 
rat~"· It would collect a fund from the large 
centres of population and from the large holders 
of land, and distribute it over the country dis­
tricts where the small holders ancl struggling 
selectors live. Continuing the illustration in 
connection with the \Vidgee Divi,ion, it only 
rece1ved endowment last year on two-thirds of 
it; rates. It only received endowment on Ud. 
in the £, although they had to levy special rates 
in the division to meet their requirements. 
Consequently they received no endowment what­
ever on the special rates. They only received 
endowment on £1,200 of rates, and there was 
£8-U which they collected on which they received 
no endowment. In Brisbane, on the other hand, 
they received endowment on the whole of their 
rates. TheyfoundinNorth Brisbane that, by strik­
ing a rate of le!. in the £,they conld get enough 
revenue, not only to do their general work, make 
their streets, and do their lighting, but it also 
gave them sufficient to pay interest on their 
debentures. In connection with this, there was 
a great objecuion raised some time ago when one 
of the Brisbane municipalities, by conniving at 
the Local Government Act, not only got endow­
ment on the rate struck for general purposes, but 
also on their loan rates. 

Mr. Me MASTER : No ! 
Mr. HYLA.:'<D: I have their b<tlance-sheet 

here, and it shows that they have no other 
source of revenue than their rate of ld. in the £, 
and they get endowment on the whole of that, 
and paid in interest over £14,000. I con­
tend that, in justice to the local authorities, 
especially those in outside districts, tre endow­
ment should be continued, and that a land value 
tax should be struck to meet it-say at the rate 
nf Id. in the £. I do not think tha·t it is fair at 
all that the endowment should. be distributed on 
the present basis, because we find that the poor 
local bodies have to impose high rates, and have 
also to impose special loan rates, and they get 
no endowment on such special rates at all; while 
a wealthy municipality is able to pay interest 
on its loans out of its ordinary rate, and hence 
gets endowment on its loan rate as well 
as on its general rate. The total valuation on 
freehold lands in <;tueensland is something like 
£31,000,000, and, 1f we exempt £7,000,000 for 
properties of less than £300 in value, that would 
leave £24,000,000, and a tax of ld. in the £on 
that amount would yield a revenue of £100,000 
a year. Xow that would be a very fair be­
ginning, although I believe that it would 
be more just to have a graduated land-value 
tax, putting on an >tdditional !5d. or 1d. on 
estates of a greater value than: say, £5,000. 
There are some very valnable estates in Queens­
land, especially in the city of Brisbane, and those 
values have been chiefly produced by the public 
works of the colony. l'lf'Jney has been borrowed 
and invested in public works and in railways, 
with the result that money flows into this city, 
and enhances the value of these properties very 
considerably. Now, this unearned increment 
does not belong to the individual owners, but to 
the State as a whole. I believe we will not have 

justice done until the Federal Government comes 
in and strikes a land-value tax for the whole 
CommonwPalth, because the people of (~uee,ns­
l<tnd are producing some portion of the V<tlues of 
pro[Jerties in the large southern cities, as they go 
down from Queensland and spend their money 
there. These values are produced, not by the 
people who live in these eities, but by the people 
in the whole of the Commonwealth. 

The SEOHETAR't FOR Ac;R!Ct:LTORR: ;,;ay the 
world. 

Mr. llYLAXD: The principle holds good for 
the whole world, because some of the values in 
the city of Lon<lon are produced by the people 
of (iueensland. But we are not now dealing 
with anything outside of Queensland. Some hon. 
member., on the other side the other night told 
us that if we computed interest and compound 
interest on the price paid for some of our lands 
from the time they were purchased from the 
State, it would amount to more than the present 
market value. Xow I hope that there are none 
in this C1Hnrnittee who are so unpatriotic as to 
buy lands for the express purpose of keeping 
them out of use for so many years. 'l'hose who 
bought those lands surely made use of them for 
agricultural or pastoral purposes, and, conse­
quently, they brought in an annual revenue, 
otherwbe they would be doing a great injustice 
to the colony. I think it was in 1892 that the 
then Treasurer, Sir Thomas .Mci!wraith, when 
delivering his :Financial Statement, made use of 
the following words :-

The temporary prosperity created in all directions by 
large and abnormal expenditure encouraged and pro~ 
moted, jf it did not induce, the speculation in land 
which ha~ proved so disastrous to the various colonies~ 
l~verywhere produetive industrits have been neglected 
for the industry of borrowing and speculating in land. 
such a eourse was sure to end badly In the long run, 
and its evil effects are now being experienced through­
out the length and breadth of the Australian colonic--;, 
although fortunately for Queensland, mitigated to some 
extent by the best seasons we ha Ye enjoyed for many 
years. Our labour trouble-;, brought about by the 
causes I haYe 1nentioned, haYe added greatly to the 
difficulties of the situation. 

That is to be found on page 1007 of Hwnsrml for 
the year 1892. If those gentlemen bought land 
chiefly for speculative purposes, they were doing 
an injury not only to themselves but to the 
whole community at large. It was that specula­
tion which brought about the crisis in financial 
institutions, and it was the crisis in financial 
institutions that brought about the labour 
troubles and the strikes. 

The SEORE'l'ARY FOl\ PUBLIC \VoRKS : The 
strikes took place before the financial crisis. 

Mr. RYLAND : The financial institutions 
saw the crisis coming, as Rir T. :Mcilwraith 
pointed out in his :B'inancial Statement. There 
was over-speculating. Every man was trying to 
borrow and buy property with the object of 
selling at an enormous gain. Look at the way 
speculation in property brought Victoria-and 
particularly Melbourne-to the verge of bank­
ruptcy some years ago. I repeat that those men 
who bought land for speculative purpme, were 
not only doing injury to themselves, but were 
also doing a great injury to the community at 
large. The hon. member for Leichhardtpointed 
out the other night that a piece of land in the city 
of Brisbane bought for £2i5, is now valued at 
£23,000. Another objection raised to a land 
tax is that it would depreciate the value of 
Crown lands. I do not see how that can be, 
because the Crown lands are leased. and the 
land value tax would not fall on leased lands, 
but would fall on the large freehold Pstates, and 
would consequently make le<tseholds more desir­
able. Instead of the Crown lands becoming less 
valuable, they-the Crown-would get more 
rents for those lands, because, by keeping up the 
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endowment to divisional boardR, there would be 
less taxation in connection wit-h the leased lands. 
I think the hon. member for J\lackay, Mr. Paget, 
said last night that on accnnnt uf the limited 
area of land that was alienated it would not be 
wit;e for us to ha ;·e a land tax. I say that the 
area has nothing to do with it. It is a matter of 
value, not areP. 2'\orth Brisbane alone represents 
one-fifth of the valuation of the whole colony, 
although the municipality is all contained within 
an area of 2!, ,quare miles. As to a land tax 
dridng the ~eojJle off the land, I say that it 
will keep the people on the land, because it will 
reduce taxation in the country districts and 
increase it in the largl' centres of population. By 
reducing taxation on the small owners and small 
farmers, and putting it on the centres of popu­
lation and the large freehold e'tates, the tendency 
wiil be to break UJ.> the large estates and en con rage 
a pea,antry in tbe country, as small freeholderc 
who will be able to sit under "their own vinP 

1 

and fig tree, non•' daring to make them afraid." ' 
I say : Let us have a land value tax, let us have 
an income tax, let us have an absentee tax, and 
let us continue the endowment to loc.d authori­
ties. I wish to say one tbing to rai'e the spirits 
of hon. members on the other side. '!.'here appears 
to be a foreboding amongst them as regards the 
action of the }'ederal Government in connection 
with the sugar industry. I do not think there 
should be any fear in this respect if you read 
the report furnished by Dr. Maxwell. There 
i' nothing there th>1t should lead us to suvpose 
that, if ec1loured labour in connection with the 
sugar industry goee, the industry has to go also. 
'V e soe hy that report that in 18(10 there ware 
over n,OOO kanakas engaged in the industry, with 
the result that there were over ti8,000 tons of 
sugar produced. Nine years later there were 
over t{,OOO kanakas engag-erl, or about one-tenth 
h''s, with the re,ult that there were about 
12:l,OOO tons of 8Ugar produced. Now I think 
this goes to show that the fewer kanakas we 
have in Queensland the greater the sugar pro­
duction. (Laughter.) It you reduce the num­
ber of kanakas by one-tenth and the production 
of sugar is doubled, I am certain that can argue 
nothing else but tl,at the sugar industry would 
be better without the kanaka. Another cheering 
part of Dr. Maxwell's report is that the kanakas 
cost on an average about £36 per year, while 
the white men only cost about £80 per year. In 
other words, one white man only costs as much in 
connection with thesugarindustry as two kanakas. 
I do not think any reasonable man, who has had 

any experience of cane cultivation, 
[8·30 p.m.] will say that one white man will 

not do more work than two kanakas 
in the canefield. My experience when working 
on a sugar plantation was that a white man was 
expected to do as much as any half-dozen 
kanakas. As to the assertion that the industry 
will not pay for white labour, I am quite satisfied 
that it will. That question of the industry not 
paying is an old cry. It has been raised in 
connection with every industry we have. 'Vhen­
ever reductions are made, wages are the first 
thing to be cut down. The sugar industry at 
present is paying enormous interest, enormous 
rents, and enormous dividenrls in connection 
with the refining of sugar, During the federal 
election I happened to be in the sugar dis­
trict of Gin Gin, and I met a number of 
small farmers who pointed out what a great 
disadvantage they would be under if kanaka 
labour was done away with. It came out 
that the real reason was that thev would be 
unable to pav so high a rent by royalties for their 
land. That" was the great question with them; 
the bulk of their money l<>aked ont in rent and 
interest. "\Ve want to reduce some of those 
leakages. If we had a State sugar refinery and 

more central nli:ls the sugar industry could be 
worked by a peas~ntry owning the land them­
selves, and not paying high rents to large land~ 
owneT'. Even admitt.im: that kanakas work 
the SU[(ar plantation-, better than white men, it 
does not follow that all the plantations are going­
to be left idle. It only shows that the mar'(in of 
cultivation will be narrowed to a certain extent. 
On some estates now growing sugar it 1nay he 
found unprofitable to employ white labour 
at higher wages. Bnt there is plenty of land in 
the Northern vortion of the colony not yet 
opened up, and there is a large opening there 
for the extension of the industry. \Vhen I was 
in the Isis Scrub a gentleman told me that the 
market value of some uncleared land suitable for 
sugar w"s .£20 an acre. lf the kanalm is taken 
away such land, instead of heing worth .£20 an 
acre, may only be worth £1;), and those Gin 
Gin farmers instead of bein>.( able to pay £1 
an acre in annual rent, by working with white 
labour may be only able to pay 15s. That is the 
way it would work out. Lees money would go 
in rent and more to labour. It is sairl we want 
not only to vrodnce enough sugar for Australia, 
but we also want to compete in the markets of 
the world against the other sugarcountrifls. l\Ir. 
Gibson, when in Melbourne, said in the Chamber 
of Manufactures that if Queensland got a free 
market for its sugar :tll over Australia, and a 
fair protection was put on the importation of 
outside sugar of .£.) a ton, he, speaking on behalf 
of the planter" of the Bundaberg district, said 
they wuuld be quite prepared to pay "fair wage 
and employ nothing- but white labour. 'Vhat do 
we find: ..,..\_fter having got tho~e two things, 
they now say they want the kanaka abo. I do 
not think that is a fair deal. They say they 
cannot compete with other countries where 
labour is cheaper. Let them first be satbfied 
with producing enough sugar for the Common­
wealth, and lea Ye the other parts of the world to 
produce sugar for thPmsel ves. By and by condi · 
tions may improve, and they may find them"''lves 
able to compete in the outside markets. \\"hat 
we want in connection with the sug-ar industry is 
a State refinery, more central rnille, and more 
rotation of crops. Under the present system, 
crop after crop is taken year after year off the 
Rame land, to its eventual impoverishrnent. 
'Vith white families resident on small areas, and 
cultivating sugar by w bite labour, they would 
have a rotation of crops, and contribute to a large 
extent to fertilising the soil. But whatever 
happens to the sugar industry-and its outlook in 
my opinion is not so dark as some people seem 
to imagine-the public voice has determined that 
Queensland and Australia shall be white in the 
futnre. I thank hon. members for having so 
patiently listened to me. 

Mr. PLU:NKETT (A/Vert): I have a few 
remarks to make on the Budget Speech, which 
will be very brief. 'l'he first matter that I wish 
to refer to is agriculture. The Treasurer says-

Though our means of communication with South 
AfriPn and other parts of the 'vorld where good markets 
are to be found are not as good as can be desired, yet 
our surplu:s agricultural produce is favourably received, 
and, as far as can be judged by the steady increase of 
the items of export, is disposed of to the advantage of 
the exporters. 
'Ve want better communication with the markets 
of the world, as the want of that communication 
is one of the greatest drawbacks to agriculture at 
the present time. The want of communication 
with the markets of the world has a very bad 
effect upon the industry, the result being that we 
do not realise as much for our products as we 
would do if we had better communication. It 
is not very long since I had the honour of intro­
ducing a deputation to the Secretary for Agri­
culture in connection with a better service for 
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that at one time there was a duty of 2;. Gd. 
per oz. expoTt duty on gold. It was after­
wards reduced to ls. lid. per oz., and later was 
abolished altogether. But I think that gold 
is a product which should pay an export duty. 
In 18!!9 \lJii,t-:94 oz. ot gold were produced in 
Queensland, and in l!JOO the output was 9G3,18!J 
oz. An export of Is. per oz. duty on that. output 

the export of butter between here and London. 
The result was that an arrangement was made 
with the Adelaide Steam:ohip Com!JBny which 
tlid not pmve satisfactory either to the ship­
owners or the shippers. \Ve had another deputa­
tion, and the Secretary for Agriculture, I must say, 
was most sympathetic, the result being that 
better arrangements are likely to be made. In 
connection with this industry, not only are we 
handicapped by not being able to get our pro-

1 

duce off, but abo in the want of a proper system 
of distribution. I do not know whose fault it ie, 1 

but e-rer since ,,.e have arranged to send butter I 

home there has always been an unsatisfactory 
system in vogue. I do not know whether it is 
the fanlt of the Agent-General, but there was a 
promise made when he went home that he would 
make it his business to find a market for our 
products. \Yith regard to the dairying industry, 
the Treasurer says-

would realise a snrn of £-!S,OOO, and I think 
no fairer tax than that could be imposed if it 
is neceosary to have further taxation, and I am 
afraid it will be necPssary. I cannot for the life 
of me see how we are going to jump clean 
from depression this year to prosperity nPxt 

i year. I am afraid that we shall have a deficit 
next year, and that additional taxation will be 
necessary, and as we exported last year gold to 
the valm· of £3,000,000 it is only a fair thing to 
impose a tax on that product. A great deal has 
been said about a land tax during this debate, 
especially by the hon. member who preceded me. 
He gave us to understand that if we imposed a 
land tax all would be well. \V e have already a 
very heavy land tax, and the fact that the 
Government are going to take away from 
local auchorities the large sum of .£45,000 in 
the shape of endowment means that we shall 
have to pnt more taxation on oursel vee. I 
would much rather that the Government 
imposed a reasonable amount of taxation on the 
gold exported from the colony than reduce the 
endowment payahle to local authorities. That, 
indeed, is the worst feature of the Statement. I 
contend that a land tax under present circum­
stances is not a fair tax, and if the idea of the 
hon. member for Gym pie were carried out, and. 
all freeholds abolished, then there "<mld be very 
little derived from a land tax. I nwself believe 
in freeholds. I contend that if it were not for 
the prospect of obtaining possession of land in 
fee-simple many of the people we now have in 
the colony would not be here. There is no doubt 
that when a man holds the freehold of his land 
as a rule he puts it to much more profitable usa 
than when it is only leasehold. At the present time 
there is only 18 per cent. of the Crown lands 
alienated, and it is only reasonable to suppose 
that before people purchase land they will inquire 
what oblig-ations in the shape of taxation it 
carries with it. There can be no question that 
a land tax would seriously depreciate the value 
of land, and in that way the benefit derivable 
from land taxation would be counteracted. I do 
not think there can be any doubt, if we compare 
a land tax with an income tax, that the latter is 
the least objectionable. Certainly we have to 
meet our obligations in some shape or other, and 
the fact that we have given away so many 
sources of revenue to the ]'ederal Government 
will make taxation a greater nece~sity than ever. 
\Ve have a deficit of .£528,000 staring us in the 
face, and the question is how are we going to 
meet it. Personally I cannot find very much 
objection to the proposals of the Treasurer. If 
the land which it is proposed to sell is not 
wanted for close settlement, it would be well 
worth while parting with it in order to tide over 
our present difficulties. 

It wonld reasonably lntve been expeeted that the 
drou;:;ht would have affected this indu~try to a greater 
extent comparatiYely than other branches of ap;ricul­
tltre; for, though some farmers now cultiYate feed for 
and house their stock, there are many dairymen '''llo 
still rely upon the natural pasture for their stock. As 
a matter of fact, howevtr, this industry wa:; in a 
healthy condition during 1900; the trade was good, 
and the quantity of bntter manufactured was within 
250,000 lb. of the production of 1890. a small differenre 
'vhen the adverse conditions that prevailed are con­
sidered. 
\Vhat we do require is a better means of getting 
our produce distribut"d. 'l'he only feasiblP- way 
is to have an arrangement with the Peninsular 
and Oriental or Orient boats, making Brisbane 
their terminus. If that were done we should 
have a better opportunity of getting dairying 
products-bacon and hams, and all those things 
which are produced by a prosperous agricultnral 
population-to market. According to the Trea­
surer'B 8taten1ent-

rrbe export of butter in-
1897 "·as 1~S~- ton,-<, valued at £16,805 
18~8 " 301 37,586 
1809 " 511 49,lll7 
1900 , ti:W :· , 51,7-iH 

This shows that the output of the industry is 
increasing, and I believe that in a very short 
time it would be increased tenfold on the ontput 
of the past two seasons if we had better means 
of transport and distri)cution. Then, again, the 
Treasurer says-

The combination of pig-raising with dairyin!.;' con­
tinues with profitable results. rrbe mannfactnre of 
bacon and hams during 1900 mnountcd to 7,6;;:,5,440 lb., 
an increase o\·er 18!:-19 or 537,686 lb., and the export 
shows an accrument of £14,764-·i.e., from £::11,067 to 
£45,s::H. In the face of these figures it. seems some­
what anomalous to find from the returns published by 
the Registrar-General that pig::: in this State were less 
by 16.391 tban in 1899. the nnmher being respectively 
122.189 and 139,118. The number slaugf.~.tered was also 
le~/' by 10,096. 
One of the reasons, and the principal reason, for 
this decline in the raising of pigs was that maize 
was very high during those times. It does not 
pay to give pigs maize at 3s. 6d. a bushel, and 
that was the principal cause of the decline in 
pig-rai~ing. The Treasurer also says that " the 
principal place to receive our exports of bacon 
and hams is the State of New South \Vales." 
That is quite true. But it is also true that 1'\ ew 
South \Vales supplies Queensland factories with 
pigs. There are nearly as many pigs coming 
from New South \Vales as are supplied by 
Queensland, the reason for that being that we 
can make a better artic1e than they can manu­
facture. \Vith regard to mining, the 'freasurer 
says-

Our mines ront.inue to maintain their output, the 
value of last year's mineral production being more than 
£3,000,000. 
I consider, and have always considered, that gold 
could very well pay an export duty. I remember 

Mr. HARDACRE : \V hat land? 

Mr. PLUNKETT: Land in any district 
which is not required for close settlement. I do 
not believe in the Government selling land in 
the settled districts along the coast, or within 30 
or 40 miles of it. That would be very objec­
tionable. 

Mr. HARDACRE: That is exactly what they 
have done. 

Mr. PLUNKETT: They have done it to a 
small extent, I admit, but it does not follow 
that they will repeat that mistake in the future. 
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Mr. JAcKso:-; : Don't the people in the \V est 
require grazing- farms ~ 

:\Ir. PLU:'-JKETT: Yes, and no man is more 
anxious than I am to see the small men settled 
upon the land. However, this £:)28,000 deficit 
has to be met, and we must look at the matter 
from a business point of view. Let us look at it 
from the point of view of a private individual 
who has got into difficulties. Let me suppose 
that I have got into debt; I mnst get out of it 
in some way or another, and I must adopt the 
best method of accomplishing that purpose. I 
must of necessity part with some of my property. 
There is no other way of getting out of the 
difficulty. ~.\nd it that method is right in the 
~ase of the pri v.,te individual, surely it is right 
m the case of the State. I do not see that any 
better method could be adopted for dealin~ with 
the present deficit ; and I think that with 
economy and the judicious sale of land, there will 
be no difficulty in accomplishing the pnrpo,;e the 
Treasurer has in view. I would like to think that 
there is no prospect of a further deficit next year, 
but I am sorry to say that I have my doubts 
upon that ,.;nbject. I am afraid that we shall 
find that the deficit next year is as large as the 
present one. I have nothing further to say upon 
the statement which the Treasurer has delivered 
except that, in my opinion, he has made the best 
proposals that could be made under the circum­
stances. \Ve are told that we are to have an 
income tax in the future, and when it does come 
I can only say that I intend to vote for it. I hope, 
however, that when that tax is imposed the 
exemption will be fixed at a fair limit. I can 
only repeat that I believe the Treasurer has 
adopted the best method of meeting the defieit 
in a manner lertst objectionable to the people of 
the colony at the present time. 

Mr. CAMERON (Bris/J(me No,rth), who, on 
rising·, was greeted with cheers, ;;.;aid : It iH not 
my intention at this stage to inflict on the Com­
mittee any lengthy criticism of the Financial 
Statement. I certainly compliment the Trea­
surer on the admirable manner in which that 
Statement has been put before the House. There 
are, however, one or two matters in it on which 
I wish to make a few observations. I am 
thoroughly in accord with the proposals of the 
Treasurer for the liquidation of the present 
deficit. I wish to say that most distinctly. I do 
not in an ordinary way advocate the wholesale 
alienation of the Crown lands for the purpose of 
raising revenue, but I think the most legitimate 
method of meeting our difficulties has been 
adopted by the p!oposals to sell Urown lands, 
both out \V est, if purchasers can be found, and 
on the coast. 

:Mr. HARD.\ ORE: You could not get in out 
"\Vest if you arlvocated that. 

Mr. CA:\[ERON: I am not trying to get in 
out \Vest, but probably I could do so if I wanted 
to. The alienation of Crown lands has not for 
me the same terrors that it appears to have for 
some hon. members on the other side. The 
public estate, after it is alienated, still remains 
an asset of the State, from which, when necessity 
arises, revenue can be derived in the shape of 
taxes. There is no getting a way from that. 
That has been said before, but I repeat it again, 
because, it is an axiom worth repeating. The 
purchaseris simply a perpetual tenant. \Vhatiam 
afraid of, however, is that there may possibly be no 
purchasers for the lands out \V est. That is 
what is troubling me. So far as my own 
experience goes, I must say that I am non an 
owner of land, and I am not going to try to 
become an owner of an acre. My belief is that 
the most suitable "onditions under which a 
stockowner can carry on his business in the 
1Vestern country is to get a good and equitable 
lease from the Crown, and if he cannot make a 

onccess of his business by that means he cannot 
make a success of it by purchasing land. I am 
pleased to see in the Financial Statement that it 
is proposed to deal with land legislation. I hope 
it will be legislation that will give adequate 
relief to the unforLunate pastomlists. I do 
not wish to make any lengthened reference to 
the subject now because I do not know what the 
proposals of the Government are, bnt I hope 
when they are brought forward they will be 
acleq uate propomls. ·with regard to the pro­
posed stamp duties that is a matter which I do not 
think it is nec~ssary now to refer to at any length 
because if effEct is given to the proposals the 
House will have an opportunity later on of dis­
cussing the matter. I should like now to refer to 
the operation of the Factories and Shops Act. 
It appears to me to inflict very serious injury 
upon a certain section of the community. 
I believe the matter i, now under the considera-

tion of the Government, and I hope 
[!I p.m.] the Government will see its way to 

introduce such remedial legislation 
as will remove what is felt to be a great injustice 
at the present time. I do not propose to take np 
the time of the House further. The proposal to 
do away with the local government endowment 
will nu doubt press very hardly upon a great 
many divisional boards out \Vest, and probably 
upon somA inside, and that is a matter which I 
hope the Government will take into their serious 
consideration. 

~1E3!BERS on the Government side: Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. TOOTH (Bnrrw"): Before the debate 
closes I desire to say a few words, and in doing 
so I must congratulate the Treasurer upon the 
full and able Statement that he has laid before 
the Committee. Possibly the most pleasing 
feature in his Statement is the extreme confidence 
and hopefulness of the Government in the 
resources of the colony. It gives me great 
pleasure to see that. Certainly the hon. mem­
ber for Wide Bay seemed to think that the 
Government were keeping something back. I 
do not know whether h8 was sincere, or whether 
it was one of those innuendoes that hon. mem­
bers opposite sometimes fire at ns on this side ; 
but, at all events, I for one have no hesitation in 
saying that if I for one moment thought 
that the Treasurer or the Government were 
keeping anything back from this House that 
we ought to know, l would no longer 
sit behind them. I should certainly change my 
seat. No doubt in a debate like this we feel the 
want of a constitutional Opposition. Hon. 
members on this side have the right to expect a 
fair, unbiassed criticism of the proposals made 
from this side. U nfortunatelv we do not get 
that. In all the speeches from" the opposite side, 
unfortunately, there seems to be a kind of 
aggressiveness towards members ')n this bide, and 
they do not give us credit for good motives or 
good intentions. vVe are told---and I really 
believe it-that hon. members on the other side 
do not give expression to their own honest con­
victions, but rather mouth the opinions of a 
power that is behind them. At all events, if we 
boil down all the speeches that have been made 
from the other sirle during this debate, they 
simply amount to this-" I told you so. Why 
didn't you take my advice?" But we know 
how very easy it is to he wise after the event. 
Possibly the most astounding statement that was 
made from the other side was made by the 
leader of the Labour Opposition, who is reported 
to have said in winding up his speech, "By wise 
economy and the development of our resources 
we will soon be to the front," etc. What does 
this mean? Does it mean that the Labour 
members have at last seen the error of their 
ways ; that at last they are going to assist this 
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side of the House to develop the resources of tha 
colony ? \V hat have the Government been doing 
for the last ten years? ~ othing else but tryin<; 
to develop the resources of the colony; and no 
doubt they would have done so to a far greater 
extent had it not been for the factious opposi­
tion that we have met with from the opposite 
side. They say now that they will assist us. 
vV e will very gladly welcome their assistance, 
but will they give it to us? Have their actions 
in the past shown that they are very anxious to 
assist this side of the House'! vVhat have they 
always done? \Vhat are they now doing? Take 
the Chillague Railway. Have they not always 
opposed that, and has not that helped to develop 
the resources of the culony? Take again the 
priv.tte lines of railways. Only last year we 
saw that £4,000,000 of capital was prepared to 
come into this colony to develop one of our 
resources. Still hon. members opposite did their 
level best to throw out tho'e proposals. Even 
now. whPn perhaps one r,f our greatest indus­
tries is in jeopardy of being strangled, we 
hear hon. members opposite saying, "Let the 
sugar industry go." Is that assisting to develop 
the re,ources of the country? But still the leader 
of the Opposition winds up hh speech with these 
words : "By wise economy and the develor,ment 
of our resources, Queensland will soon be to the 
front." I hope that he will act up to what he 
has said, and that in future hon. members oppo­
site will assist us on this side to develop those 
res(>urcf:'::;. 

iYIE)IBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. TOOTH : It is peculiar to hear hon. 
members opposite blame the Government for 
extravagance, and then itnmediately aftenvards 
slate the Government for not spending Inure 
money. So fal' as I arr1 concerned, I ~ay 
honestly that I should be very well pleased if 
the deficit wa.; even £30,000 more than it i ,,, so 
long as the Government spent that £30,000 in 
my own electorate. 

Mr. JEC'\KINSOX: You would not s,cy that if it 
was your own rnoney. 

iYir. TOOTH : .\lernbers opposite also say that 
the Governn1ent should stop expenditure; bnt 
where could they commence to stop the expen­
diture? 

:\Ir. JEXKIX:,OX: At the top of the tree. 
Mr. TOOTH : Take one little item. I see 

that rmly last year they spent £,550 more than 
th~ prevwus year in relief for the nnemployed, 
vVoulrl hon. members like to stop that expendi­
ture? 

Mr. GrvExs: That harl a lot to do with the 
deficit. 

Mr. JEXKIC'\SON: £500 extra to the Railway 
Conunissione>r is another item. 

Mr. TOOTH : How ridiculous then is it to 
blame the Government for not ;;topping expendi­
ture ! Look at the shrinkage in our purchasing 
power, amounting to £2,230,000. Is the Govern­
ment responsible for that? 

iYir .. J EC'\K!NSON : Y €8. 
:\fr. TOOTH: \Vel!, that goes to make up our 

deficit. vVool and sugar alone are re,posible for 
a shrinkage of £l,GOO,OOO. Is the Government 
responsible for that? Xo; but still that is an 
item in making up the deficit. I find that the 
banks during last year increased their liabilities 
by something like £707,000, while they only 
increased their assets by £50,000. That shows 
the immense amount of idle money that 
was lying in the banks, and we know that 
when money is not in circulation things 
are not going on as well as they should. 
If there is one department more than another 
that has helped to cause the deficit it is 
the Railway Department. There is no doubt 
that the Railway Department has been working 
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on a decreasing revenue and an increased ex­
penditure; but the expenditure could not be 
curtailed, beuuse for years our railways have 
been worked on a, system of false economy, and 
the safety of the travelling public demanded 
that the department must spend this money on 
the permanent way and on rolling-stock. I have 
no hesitation in saying that the direct cause of 
the deficit is the party opposite. (Laughter.) 
They opposed a line which we would have 
had running but for them, and I am sure 
that the terrible loss in connection with 
our stock would have been reduced by at 
least two-thirds. The question now is how to 
make up the deficit. I do not profess to be a 
financier like some hon. members on the other 
side, but I know that if I owe £100, and have 
neither nsh nor property to pay, I am in a very 
bad way; but if I owe £100, and have thousands 
of pounds worth of property, I do not think I 
need fear the futuee very much. The State has 
property, tmd the Go1•ernment very properly, in 
my opinion, intend to sell some of that land to 
wipe out the deficit; and while they are about it 
I only hope they will sell another million or 
two, and spend the proceeds in building lines of 
railway in agricultural centres. 

HoNOURABLE :<t1E)fBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. TOOTH: There is one matter which I do 

not understand, and I would like the Treasurer 
to enlighten the Committee on the point. vVe 
have h::mded over some millions worth of pro· 
perty to the 0ommon wealth in the shape of lands 
and buildings. \Ve know that the improvements 
were put up with loan money, and we must be 
paying interest <m that mon~y. I would like to 
know whether the Commonwealth Government 
are going to pay the interest on that money while 
the federal capital is in abeyance. The State 
has to pay this interest, and I do not see why it 
should not be refunded by the Commonwealth. 
Another thing is the rednction of endowment, 
which I very much re~ret the Government have 
considered necessary; at the same time I would 
far rather see that than I would see a land tax in 
any form. Once you put on a land tax it 
is d1er( for ever, and you cannot get rid of it~ 
_._.\!though the Government, in their wL;dom, 
have seen fit to reduce the endowment to local 
authorities on account of the pre,·ent deficit, I 
trust that when we haw experienced a few good 
seasuns they will see their way to go back to the 
old endowment, or at any rate to give a Jarger 
endowment than they propo'e to gi, e this year. 
As one who has been connected with local 
government for many years, I would rather see 
the Government wipe out all endowment, and 
let the State be treated as ordinary ratepayers 
in every part of the colony. A good deal has 
been said about the future of the agricultural 
industry. I will >'ay nothing about the sugar 
industry, because that question has been 
handled by members more able to do so than 
I am. I think the future of the agricul­
tural indu.,try will depend l:trgely on the legisla­
tion abont to be passed. I am sorry that some 
hon. members, including one of my colleagues, 
seem to have made a set on our central mills. I 
am not speaking for my own district in this 
matter, because we can snap our fingers at the 
Government so far as our mill is concerned. 
vVe have always paid our way, and always will 
be able to pay our way as far as the Isis mill is 
concerned. I hope, therefore, the Government 
will be lenient with regard to mills that have 
got in arrears, and not inoist on them paying 
this year, so thttt they may be in a position to 
give the farmers the best possible price for 
their cane. I feel sure that, after the late bad 
seasons, if the farmers do not get a full price 
this year it will take all the heart out of them 
for the future. With respect to the proposed 
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advances to farmers, I hope the terms of the 
Bill will be such that it will assist the small 
brmers, and that it will not be a Bill to make 
large advances to large farmers. \Ve are also 
promised a Dairy Bill; and there is no doubt 
that such a meaaura id wanteJ. At the san1e tilne 
I hope it will not be so drastic as to do harm to 
the industry instead of doing it good. We have 
heard a grea\ deal about the tank engines made 
in Maryborough. I do not know why they 
should have been brought into the debate, 
but I happen to kno.v something about them, 
and I have no hesitation in saying that 
these engines, as engines, are perfect pieces of 
mechanism. Thev have been turned out from 
\Val~ers' Limiten'in their best sty]~, and that is 
suffiment to prove what their manufacture is. 
But, as far as thf\ design is concerned I have no 
hesitation in saying they will be a g~eat "ucce-s 
wheY! one ?r two bridges are strengthened and 
heavier ra1ls are put down whe1e the engines are 
going to run. IV e have known for a l;>ng time 
the necessity for strengthening these bridues and 
that heavier rails were to be laid ; and bif 'that 
had been done--a·; it ought to have been done­
the line would have been ready for the engine·,, 
.and nothing but praise would have been heard 
from one end of the country to the other. I 
am sure anyone who takes the trouble to look 
will ;ee the ease with which these engines will 
take one of the heaviest train loads that conld 
po~sibly be put. behind a locomotive, and rr;ust 
admit that they are likely tn be a great succe,s. 
As I understand it is desir"d that the debate 

. should finish t0-night, I will say very little more. 
I cannot understand the cry rai>ed by some hon. 
m~mbers with regard to Queenslar.d, of what I 
may be permitted to call "stinking tish." I do 
not see what we hav<' to be afraid of. Certainly 
there is a deficit >f £GOO,OOO. But what is that 
to a colony with our l'"'OUl'ces? One good season 
would wipe it out. Therefore I do not agree 
with those who seem to take a pes.imistic view 
of the State. Neither do I agree with those 
who say we ought at once to reduce the 
number of members of this House. I can 
see that for the next two or three years 
the State Parliament will have to struggie for 
its rights. :For those Lwo or three years (~neens­
land will feel the bad effects, if you will allow 
me to use the word, of ferleration. After a 
couple of years I have no fear whatever; but 
there are signs even now cropping np that it will 
be necessary for this State Parliament to fight 
the :Federal Parliament, and I arn "lad to say 
that we have a man >tt our head at the present 
time who is quite prepared to fight the :Federal 
Parliament for the State if he thinks it is 
necessary. 

(-luestion-The aide-de-camp's salary-put. 
Mr. MAXWELL (BU?·kc) : I am sorry to 

break the rule that members should speak only 
once during this debate, but I think this is some 
of the gilded trimming that we can very well 
cut off our expenditure. '\Ve shall want m ery 
shilling, and I should like to hear .some remarkR 
from th•' Treasurer on thiH one vote. 

Mr. BAlU3ER (Bunda~eru) : I have a word en' 
two to say before the debate close". I should 
like, first, to refer to the way in which the junior 
rnernber for J\Iaryborough attacked the hon. 
member for Cairns last night. 

Mr. GrvENS : The hon. member for Cairns can 
take care of himself ; don't you bother. 

Mr. BARBER: The junior member for Mary· 
borough used the same old gag yesterday that 
was going round during the tederal P]ections. 
He stated that there were 50,000 or GO,OOO people 
il1 this colony who were def>ending for a livl'li· 
hood upon the sugar industry. I asked one of 
the federal candidates at Bundaberg, who had 
made the same absurd statement-the hon. me m-

ber was there at the time-if he would figure out, 
while he was on the platform, what the amount 
would be if iiO,OOO, Ol' even 30,000 men received 
an average wage of £1 a week. He deciined to 
do so. Taking even 30,000 men at £1 per week, 
iL would auwunt in wages alone tu nun'e than the 
whole of the bugar industry was worth last year. 
l do not think people growing sugarcane, or 
comn-lercial n1en running sugur refin~:-n·ies, juice­
mills, and so on, would do so for the mere plea­
sure of the thing. \Vhen people go round the 
country trying to stuff us guilele,";;;, innocent 
bumpkins with such statements as that, I do not 
think they should go unchallenged. The hon. 
member also said one or two thir.gs, in his 
usual pugnacious way, about the successful candi­
date, Mr. Fisher. He '"'id everything went on 
swimmingly, hut be himself while careering 
around was guilty of gorne disorderly conduct, 
although he tried to smooth it over here. On 
one occasion he was ne.1.rly the canHe nf a n1an 
getting his arm or his neck broken. Probably 
hP- has forgotten that little unconsidered trifle. 
A day or two before the. election the hon. 
member was perambnlating thr· street lifting his 
hat to every individual be met. One gentlem:tn, 
whn wa' riding a bike at 15 knot' an honr, was 
fo,,lish enough to try to lift his hat to the hon. 
member with the consequence that the bicycle 
capsized and the man fell. \Vhen the hem. 
gentleman goes round at election times he should 
not lift his hat to everybody, as it may result 
sooner or later in very dire conse~uences. The 
hon. member forgot to mention that . 

Mr. LESINA: Did he draw the cnlour line in 
lifting his bat? 

::\Jr. BARBER: I could not say. After all 
the barracking and heckling the hon. member 
got at"Bundaberg we parted good friends. 

Mr. _\.!\NEAR: I gave you as IIInch as you gave 
In e. 

J\Ir. BAHBER: I am doubtful about that. 
Tbe bnn. member certamly got bogged at East 
Bundaberg. Ht~ went for tHe on the wrong tack 
altogether. He should have gone for me on the 
starboard side instead of on the port side. There 
is one 1natter in connr-ction with the sugar busi­
ne,.s I should like to mention, and t;hat is the 
grr'lt discontent that exists in the Bnndaberg 
district among the :-<lua.ll canegrowers. TherA 
are about nine crushing mills in the Bundaherg 
district. Those mill-< have been in the habit of 
pa.ving, at the outside, 10.:.. per ton for canP, 
ar•·l they bave paid as low as 7s. lid. per ton. 
I con tend that no cane farmer fO,tl afford to 
spend his time, and throw all his energib in to 

the cane-growing bnsine:os, and then 
[9'30 p.m.] only get the trifling amount of 

'"· 6d. a ton for his cane. That 
is not a sufficient n>crgin to allow him to 
employ a kanaka, let alone a white man. From 
the juice mills the juice is forwarded to the 
refinery, and the refinery people contend that it 
takes about 15 tons of c;;ne to make l ton of 
j nice. It takes 0 tons of cane to make 1 ton of 
sugar, 8o that the crnr-;hing-1nill o\vner; have 
really to supply 800 or 'lOO gallons of juice more 
than thev should do. The hem. member for 
Herbert ),.ughs, but I can tell him that I know 
a little about what I am talking about. During 
th'; last five or six years I hnYe had some 
thousands of tons of raw sugar pass through the 
department of which I was manager. Tu show 
the di,content which exist' it' Bundaberg- I 
shall quote from a speech delh·ered by Mr. 
R. S. Aitken at a meeting of the Bundaherg 
Council of Agriculture held last week. This 
gentleman is one of the oldest cane-planters in· 
the district, and he said-

We have 1Jcen growing cane and receiving snch a low 
price for it that our farms are practically exhausted~ 
for what-simply to pay kanakas and to help the mill 
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owner who knows as well as we do that the price offered 
is not enongh. In fact, he also };:news that he ('an not 
grow it at the price himself. \Ye have been told that 
the reason why the farmers in :\~ortllern Queensland 
receive more for their cane than we do. is that it 1:-tke~ 
.less eane to make a. ton ot' sugar there ti~~m it does here. 
Bv the returns of the ditfercnt rentral mills thb has 
bP8n conclusively proved to be all stufl' and non~ense, 
and the very essence of bluff; in fact, a tale to which 
we are not inclined to givf' eredence, l)ut tl1at our cane 
is as good as theirs, and if theirs is \Vorth LLs. per ton, 
so is onrs, and not this pc-dtry 10~., wllich has almost 
made us beggars. Again, we are making <t tremer:dous 
fuss abont what the colonr of our labonr shall be. If 
we cannot get a better price for our cane, I do not 
think that it would concern UR 1mwll if the h.:tnnkas 
were clearr,d out to-morrow. The prohabiliriu are thnt 
we shoul1t exist, which is ju::;t alJont all we are doing 
now. Another lJOint to which I ·1vish to dr~nv your 
attentiotJ is this question of bonus or import duty that 
\VC are offered in lieu of kan:1.ka labour. I am given to 
understaPd that should the abolition of l;:anakit labour 
unrortnnately be decided upon, \Ye wi;l be oft'ercd tile 
sum of £6 t0 enable us to pm ploy white labour, which 
is C(luivalent to receiYin~ 2s. for every £. (liferert; or, 
in other wor<1s, an increase of lOs. per ton for our cane, 
which seems to sound \"ery well, but I am informed that 
it is the intention of the manufacturRr to commandeer 
oneThalr of tile amount-tllu:;; mnking our sbare only" 
5s. I now ask in all sincerit_\' if we cannot grmv cane 
profitably with kanaka labour at 10s. per ton, shall ·we 
be in any better po1'ition if we are offered 15s. and 
have to grow it with wllite labour: Gentlemen, t.lw 
proposal is ridiculous. and now i:;; onr opportnr:ity to 
meet the manufacturer an1 tell him that we are not 
satisfied. li1ailing- a satisf:.t.ctor.r reply, we ~honld com­
bine anct take such measures, based on the jnstice of 
our claims, and place the matter before the Federal 
Parliament. 

That confirms what I said just now-namely, 
that there is a. lariie amuunt of discontent pre­
valent among sugar-growers in the district which 
I have the honour to re!Jresent. They know 
very well that the refineries or the manufac­
turers are re.dly the individu·ds who have reaped 
the large benefits accruing from the sugar 
industry, and it is these indl\'idna!s, or corpora­
tions, or financial institution,, or the directors 
;running those institutions, who are the staunchest 
advocates of alien labour to-day. I Bay the 
kanaka has to go. 

Hon. A. S. Cmvr.EY : That settles it. 
Mr. BAltBER: I was blamed a f!OOd deal 

for su!Jporting federation ; but I do not regret it, 
seeing that for years Hnd yeHrs the State Parlia­
ment lms snapped its finger at the aspimtions 
and desire< of the white people of this colony, 
because you must remember that kanaka labour 
has always been a very troublesome factor in 
this State, especially at election times. It was 
not only at the federal elections that this lllatter 
was brou'(ht to the front, but at every elec­
tion it has been the one troublesome factor, 
particularly in the sugar-growing district•;. 
Kanaka labour \Vas never looked upon, a~ far 
as I know, by the majority of the white workers 
in Queensland as anything more th~n legalised 
slavery; and that is the light in which we look 
upon it to-day. I remarked here the other week, 
when speaking on the ;\.ddress in Repl.v, that we 
did not wish to destroy the sugar industry. I 
believe there are ways in which the sub:ll' in­
dustry can be worked by wbite labour. 'rhe 
opinion of Dt. Max"' ell, as· embodied in his 
report, sim!Jiyconfirms what we in the Bundaberg 
district who have takc~n an active part in labour­
in-politics have advocated, and that is, that 
cutting up the large esta.te"· and placing small 
sugar-growers on the land is about the best 
solution of the kanaka labour problem that can 
be devised. 

An HaNOl:RABLE MEMBER : And a central 
refinery. 

1\Ir. BARBER : Yes, and a central sugar 
refinery. The hou. member for Mackay, Mr. 
Paget, a gentleman who, although he takes quite 

the opposite view to what I take on this matter, 
has, I believe, given a good Lleal of attention to 
it. and he says that he does not think the 
industry could be carried on without aiien 
labour. 1'he contention of that gentleUJan, as I 
understood it, was that white 111en could not do 
the work on account of the humidity of the 
climate. I have been ;n different parts of the 
globe, and I know of districts, especially on the 
west coast of ... :\.n1erica, where the climate is just as 
humid as in any part of Queensland, and yet 
there are vlenty of ,,·hite men who work there 
very bard. 

Hon. A. S. CaWLEY : Is any country in the 
world growing cane by white labour? 

The SECRETARY POR AGIUCULTGRE : Do you 
refer to :1\ orth or South America ? 

::11r. BAHBER: The west coast of Americn. 
I do not say they are growing cane; but, because 
it has not been a great succeos in the past, that 
doe not prove that it cannot be done now. 
Because the Hacecourse and other lllills have 
failed to do it years ago, that is not to say that 
it cannot be done tu-chy. 

Mr. G!VENS: They never gave it a proper 
trial. 

::\Ir. BARB EH: The Secretary for \Vorks 
to-day, in dealing with the motion of the hon. 
member for Brisbane South, said it wa< no use 
bringing undPr the notice of the House con­
ditions that exioted five, ten, or fifteen years 
ago; he wanted something U!J to date. If that 
will apply to the hun. member's motion, I say it 
is possible that it will apply in the case of 
growing sugar. Because they failed years ago 
to grow sugar solely by means of white labour, it 
is not for us to say that it c·mnot be done with­
out coloured labour to-day. \Ve have learned a 
great deal since then. I can take any member of 
this Chamber to the Bnndaberg district to­
morrow, and show him a canefield where white 
men are trashing the cane. I know not only of 
one instance, but of several instance,. I know 
of 120 acres being worker! by five white men, 
who are ploughing the ground, planting, hoeing, 
and trasbing the rane and carting it. I went 
into the c·mrfield on Sunday, and saw bow the 
thing worked out. That is being done in a 
nurnber nf ea~es. 

Hon. A. S. f:owu:y: Can you tell us the area 
in Queensland that is being cnlti va.ted solely 
Ly white labour? 

Mr. BARBER: I cannot give that just now; 
but I say that is being done. I know one old 
gentleman-a Dane, seventy-two yeal'ti of age­
w bo has been growing cane for a nu m bei- of 
years, and he reckons to-day, old as be is, that 
he cuts 10 tons of cane a day. 

Mr. COWLEY : Ten tons of cane? \V e pay 
3,. 6d. a ton for it. 

Mr. BARBER: That is not the only instance. 
\Ve bad a gang of Hindooe taken on there the 
other week in connection with one pat·ticular plan­
tation-twent,·.one of them. They are getting 5s. 
a day for loading caD e. The nver~seer hjrnself is a 
white man. and he told a friend of mine the 
other night tb:tt he believed that twelve men 
cnnld clothe >ame amount of work that tv.'enty­
one Hindoos are doing; and I maintain that if 
tbey nn:. p<cying the twenty-one Hindoos 5s. a 
day, and a white overseer to look after them­
if they paid twelve white men at the rate of 7s. 
per day, that firm would look after its own 
interests better than it is duing. The conten­
tion advanced by most of us, who are looked 
upon as would· be destroyers of the industry, has 
been this: I ha Ye investigated and gone aboutJ 
among the small sngar-planters in my district, 
nnd they tell me that two men, if they cultivated 
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40 acres of ground, that would be as much as 
they could fairly l•wk after, and they could make 
a very good living out of it. 

Mr. LESI:-!A: They have done that without the 
kanaka. 

;yrr. BARBER: They would not employ a 
kanaka. I wish now to speak a little bit on 
behalf of the rights of the kanaka We have 
legislation here bearing on the question of the 
Polynesian Islanders, which is supposed to be 
for the protection of their interest,; ; but T can 
tell you that these laws are being broken every 
hour of the day, and every day in the week. 
There are kan,kas who, in the slack season, are 
sent off to fell timber, to crosscut it, and cut it up 
into firewood, which, as I understand the reading 
of the Act, is alt<~gether a brf-,teh of the Act. 

Mr. GIVEXS : The Act is broken every day. 
JYir. l'AGET: Not in th0 cultivation of sn~ar. 
Mr. BARBER: It is not in the cultivation of 

sugar-I understand that-,but my contention is 
this: That when they are sent on to the land that 
is not fit for planting, and on which there is no 
intention of planting cane-when they go and fell 
timber, and cut it, and split it up into biilets, 
and load it and cart it on trucks to the mill, 
and the kanakas drive the drays on the road, 
then the law is brokPn in that respect, The 
week before last I understood that this was 
goinf( on-~in fact I hflve seen it over and 
over again-and I said to a friend of mine 
in Bundaberg: ":1\ow, you go over there to­
morrow and take one or two witnesses \Vith 
you, and see about this matter." He went out 
on the Monday morning- to a place within 5 
miles of the Bundaberg Post Office-and there 
were thirteen kanakas at this business, and five 
other' dtiving drays. That gentleman came in 
and lodged a complaint with the inspector at 
Bundaberg; but the inspector declined to take 
action because he -iid not s• e it himself. The 
man who saw it had recently been summoned 
for trespassing on :b'airymead Plank tion, and 
he said : " JYfr. Young, of Fairymead, upon 
whose plantati,,n these kaualms are working, 
will say, if I lay an information against 1 

hitn, that I mn doing it out of spite." 
This business shoulil be stopped, because, if 
kanakas are allowed to cut timber, thev are 
doing work that white men are entitled to do. 
They are robbing them uf a job. In the slack 
season, vd1en our labour market is congT'3ted, as it 
is very often, that is a job that white men could 
do, and it would relieve the labour market, too. 

Mr. JEXKJXSOX: They are supposed to do it, 
too. 

Mr. BARBER : They are supposed to do it. 
It is all very well for gentlemen who live down 
here, away frmn the sugar district~, to console 
themsel\-es with the ide' that the law is being 
kept, and that the poor kanaka is being looked 
after like a poor lost black sheep. Those gentle­
man know nothin!l at all about the business. 
There is another thing that I would like to bring 
under the notice of the Comrnitte,e. ·when I 
was speaking on the Address in Reply I stated 
that the kanaka was objectionable to me as 
coming into C@mpetition with white workers. 
Still, I contended that he should be looked after 
while he was here, and that he should be treated 
like a human being. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY: Hear, hear! 
Mr. BARBER : Some hon. membero on the 

other side could almost cuddle the kanaka-they 
love him so dearly. I wish they would demon­
strate their affection by looking after his rights. 
In all the towns situated in the sugar districts 
there are what are termed "nigger" or "kanaka 
storekeepers." JYiany of the kanakas make 
these kanaka storekeepers their bankers, and 
that is a thing that the Ctovernrnent ought to 
squash right away. 

HoxouRABLll 1\fEM: ~Rs : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BARBER: About two yea-rs ago a. man 

named \Villiams in Bundaberg did the " dis-· 
appearing trick." He came down Brisbane way. 
His wife and family followed him about a fort­
night later, and there was a great rush of 
kanakas to the shop to find out where \Villiams 
was; but it was a case of-"He don't know 
where 'e are." That man got away with some 
£1,500 or £1,600 belonging to kanakas, and I 
undercltand that he is still somewhere in the 
Brisbane district, ;wd yet the Government has 
never arrested him or tried to make him disgorge 
his ill-gotten gains. The same year another 
man ran away with about £900, and now I see 
that a gentlem"n in the Mackay district has got 
away with £HOO belonging to kanakas. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICliLTURE : One or 
two labour secretaries ran away, too, with a 
large amount of money. 

Mr. BARBEH : \Ve are able to look after our 
rights, and, if we get hold of them, we can have 
them punished. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE: But you 
did not catch them. 

Mr. BARBER: The Government pretend to 
have such a fatherly affection and care for the 
lmnaka, and I 'ay that, when they are able to 
put their hands upon these individuals, as they 
could Yery often, they ought to arr8'<t them and 
punish them. 

MEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. BARBJ<~H : Hon. gentlemen say "Hear, 
hear !"but it does not sound sincere. To show 
the tameneos and docility of these kanakas, we are 
told that bv coming to this State they are brought 
under good influenceR; but Scripture ~ays, "Can 
an Ethiopian chanf(e his colour?" A friend of 
mine has had to move from the scrub where he 
lived into the town for the proteetion of his wife 
and family. About six months ago a girl of his, 
twelve years of age, >us insulted ?1 a.ka~;"ka in 
a gross rnanner ; and he 1s now dmng three 
years. They happened to catch him. But, so 
far as good influence goE-J, it is simply a farce. 
It is a good thing for the rni:..;sional'ies, a.nd 
that is ab«ut all-they do very well out of it. 
\Ve had an example of the docility of the 
kanaka only on :b'riday last, when six of 
them attacked one of the overseers not far 
from where I live, and, had it not been for 
the proprietor coming along, the man would 
certainly haYe lost his life. \Ye who li ,.e in the 
sugar districts object to them being there for 
that re.cson. \Vhile publicans and others sell 
gro;; to the kanakas, and while ~h~ publicans 
and others are let off so eaSily, rt rs a wonder 
there is not more murder committed by the 
kanakas than there is. If I was at the head of 
the Government) ana a pnblican was convicted 
of having sold liquor to a kanaka, I would cancel 
his license at the next licensing court. 

Hon. A. S, CowLEY: Hear, hear ! 
Yfr. BARB:b;R: I am glad to he:cr the hon. 

member say that. I believe that, like myself, 
he is not a very good friend to the liquor trade. 

Hon. A. S. CowLEY : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BARBER : I wi"h to point to another 

aspect of the question-that is, the kanaka con­
sidered on his moral side. A way down in the 
district represented by the hon. member who 
spoke last, there is a small Yokohama. 

Hon. A. S. CowLEY: Equal to Charters Towers. 
Mr. BARBER : I know this is a Yery delicate 

matter to touch upon. However, it is an evil that 
exists, and an evil that has no right to exist in 
any self-governing, civilised State. There are 
about twelve Japane-e prostitutes there; they 
live in the main street, and the children in 
going to school are very often compelled to see 
them, well-in their native clothing-that is as. 



Suppl,y. [20 AUGUST.] Presentation qf Address. 405 

11ice as I can put it-nothing better to clothe 
them than the sunshine. The system that makes 
these evils possible is a bad one, and a rotten one 
at that. I have seen the same state of affairs 
exist in the centre of the town of Bundaberg. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY: And in Charters Towers, 
too. 

Mr. BARBER: I know that; and I say­
seeing that kanakas are brought here in such a 

disproportionate way as regards the 
[10 p.m.] sexes--the system that make' this 

possible is altoc:ether wrong While 
there are some things that I would like to make 
some remarks on here, I do not like to touch on 
them-I might be a bit too rough. I say that the 
Government should take steps to clear out those 
prostitute,, It is all very well for people who 
live away from those centre•, and whose children 
can go to school without being compelled to look 
upon the ilnmoral scenes and actions which our 
children have to see in going to Sunday school 
and to the State school-it is all very well for 
them to tolerate coloured labour; and although I 
am not a saint myself-far from it-yet I consider 
that onr children should not be compelled b look 
upon .Japanese prostitutes or any other kind of 
prostitutes. In lookin,; over the Budget Speech 
I notice that the Government expect to make a 
great haul by the sale. of land. They re~r·ived about 
£5b5,000 on account of land sales and revenues 
lasty<>ar, and this yew they expect torecei veabout 
£/00,000, but I hardly think they will manage 
to do it. I an1 F•Jrry to not]ce the rtduction in 
the anwunt of endowrncnt to local authoritjes. 
In our district there is a lot of very heavy work, 
especially in the busy seawn, on the roads, and 
it requires a large au1ount of rnoney to keep those 
roads in good repair. 

Hon. A. S. CowLEY : Y on are fortunate 
in having good ln~,terial. 

::l<Ir. BARBER : \V e have some good material. 
I believe we have the best roads of any in the 
colony ; but there ar'· roads which the planters 
and others are continually agitating for to make 
their land" more acceosible, and I am afraid that 
unless the Government reconBicler the matter of 
endowment and make it up to the amount voted 
last year there is a lot of work in our district 
that will be stopped in a half completed condi­
tion. I suppose I shall not be looked upon as a 
member of the Labour party by ban. members 
opposite unless I blame the Government for the 
deficit. I think the Government are to blame to 
a great extent for the deficit. It seems to me 
particularly so in connection with the military 
and jingoistic business, over which they com­
pletely lost their heads, and I 'ay that the 
expense they rushed into last year in connection 
with the Defence Force was not justified. I 
figure out that in the Defence Force there is 
one officer tu twelve or fifteen men. It may 
be asked what we can suggest to get out of 
the difficulty. Well, it is a difficult matter 
to suggest a pleasant way to get out of it, 
but I do not think the Government are doing 
right in the interests of the State in selling 
the land which they intend to sell. 'l'here is an 
old story that I have heard somewhere about a 
country that was in a very prosperous condi­
tiou, but the rulers of that country were very 
thriftless and extravagant. One day a man had 
a dream. Now, the Labour party has been 
twitted with being dreamers, and with holding 
principles that are impossible and in, practicable. 
This particular dreamer, advised the Govern­
ment officials of this particular country that 
there was a bad time coming, and that it 
would be advisable for them to save some of 
the grain and stock for the clays of adversity, 
and they did so-they sent an individual into 
<that country to look after the grain and stock. 

That gentleman's name, I am told, was Joseph. 
Now, if these people had not taken .notice of t~Jat 
dreamer, they would have been m a starvmg 
condition when the time came. Now, the Labour 
party for several years past has been ad vacating 
certain principles. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICCLTURE: Dre tmers, 
are they ? I thought you said your friend was 
Joseph. 

Mr. BARBER: So hon. gentlemen on that 
side say. I ,,ay the Labour party have for several 
years been C~d ,•ocating certain democratic and 
progreBBi ve principles, and they have contmually 
pointed out to the Government that, unless they 
govern this country on rPore progret-~ive and 
enlightened lines, the time '':'ould cm,ne when 
thev would find thelllselves m a t1gnt place. 
H;td the Government accepted the advice of the 
members of the Lttbour p<trty1 the country ":o!lld 
not have been in the almost msolvent comhtwn 
in which it is to· day. I would apply this little 
story, and offer this suggestion : Let th~ lead~r 
of the Labour party be the J oseph to gmde thrs 
country into ~uccesR. 

'rhe SECRETARY }'OR AGRICULTURE: You have 
to be l ought and sold tirst. 

1-Ir. BARB:ER: Altbough we have been 
twitted over and over aga,in \Vith not having the 
ability to run the Government of this country, 
I contend we have. And I contend that had 
the Labour party been running the coun:ry for 
the past seven year,; they would have legrsluted 
on the Ef>me principles as New Zealand and 
other advrLnced States ha,ve done, and instead of 
having a deficit of over £:300,000, we should have 
had a ·surplus like the other colonies thatr~joice 
in the ach anced and progressive leglti!atwn 
under which they h:we worked for the last few 
years. 

The House re"umed ; the CHAIRMAN reported 
progress, and the Committee obtained leave to 
sit again on Tue13day next. 

The House adjourned at twelve minutes po,st 
10 o'clock. 




