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THURSDAY, 15 Aterst, 190L

The Speaker (Hon. Arthur Morgan, Warwick)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

DEATH OF THE EMPRESS DOWAGER
OF GERMANY.
PRESENTATION OF ADDRESS OF CONDOLENCE.

The SPEAKER announced that, pursuant to
the Order of the House, made on the 13th instant,
he had presented to His Excellency the Lieu-
tenant-Governor their resolution expressing
sorrow at the news of the death of the Empress
Dowager of Germany, and sympathy with their
Majesties the King and Queen, and the Royal
Family of Great Britain and Ireland, and with
their Imperial Majesties the Emperor and Em-
press of (ermany.

QUESTIONS.
MAINTENANCE OF STATE RAILWAYS.

Mr. BOWMAN (Warrego), for Mr. Kerr,
aslked the Secretary for Railways—

1. Is it true that the Minister requested the recent
conference of engineers to report on the advisableness
of letting out by contract portion of the maintenance
of the State railways¥

2. 1f so, has the report been submitted?

3 Will he lay the report on the table of the House ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. J. Leahy, Bulloo) replied—

This is a question dealing with the management of
the department, as hetween the Dinister and his
officers. T will not answer such questions in future,
The answer to thisquestion is **No.”

HINDoOS IN OBSERVATORY PARK, BRISBANE.

Mr. LESINA (Clermont) asked the Home
Secretary—

1. Is he aware that eight Ilindoos have heen encamped
in the Observatory Park, Brisbane, during the past
three davs?®

2. If not, will he cause ingniries to be made into the
matter, and have said Hindoos removed
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The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G.
Foxton, Carnarvon) replied—

1. I have ascertained that some coloured men have
been in the park for a few days.

2. Further inguiries are being made.

WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION BILL,
Frrst READING,

On the motion of Mr. RYLAND, this Bill
was read a first time, and the second reading
made an Order of the Day for Thursday, 5th
September.

MINING ACT OF 1808 AMENDMENT
BILL.
Frirst READING.

On the motion of the HOME SECRETARY
(Hon. J. ¥. G. Foxton, Carnarvon), in the
absence of the Secretary for Mines, leave was
given to introduce a Bill to amend the Mining
Act of 1898,

At a later hour,

The Bill wasread a first time, and the second
reading made an Order of the Day for Tuesday
next.

CONDITIONS OF GOVERNMENT
COXTRACTS. ‘
Mr. TURLEY (Brisbane South), in moving-—

That, in the opinion of the Ifouse. it is desirable
that in all eonditions of contract for the performance of
work undertaken tobe done for the Government. there
shall be attached » schedule containing the names of
the different trades ocv oceupations necessary for the
performance of such work and the minimum rate of
wages to be paid to the operatives of such trades or
occupations, such rates to be fixed by the Govermment,
and to be determined by the ruling rates of wages paid
for similar work in the distriet in which sueh contract
is to be carried out: sneh rvates to be observed till the
completion of the work. The schedule to be attuched
to and form part of the conditions of contract to be
gsigned and be Linding on the contractor and upon any
person who may take a sub-contract under the con-
tractor. That a clause be inserted in the conditions of
all Government contracts that eight hours sh+ll cou-
stitute a day's work for which suel wages shall be
paid. That the schedule and all ciauses, relating to
employees, contained in the conditions of contract be
posted up in conspicuous places wherever such work is
being performed—

said : Before T move this motion I would like to
explain_the reason why I called ** Not formal”
to it. I did so because I considered a discussion
on a question of this sort is necessary, inasmuch
as that there are a number of members here who
were not in the House when the di-cussion took
place previously. I may say that the Hon. the
Secretary for Railways was courteous enough to
inform me that they would get a division npon
it if possible this afternoon, if we took it as a
formal motion. The only reason why I did not
accept the hon. gentlemnan’s offer was becanse
I thought the matter worthy of discussion, and
that it would be better for hon. members who
were not here on the previous occasion to have
an opportunity of discussing it before they gave
their votes, may say that this matter has
been brought on on two previous ocecasions,

It was fivst brought in in 180G, when it
was defeated Dy 25 to 17 votes, Again the
matter was brought up in 1897, and on a

vote being taken it was once more defeated.
I way say that what induced me in the
first place 1o biing a motion of this sort before
the House, was the fact that there was work
being carried out under the auspices of the
(Government of the time-—that is to say, the
Government had les contracts to men who were
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carrying on the work and taking advantage of
the necessities of those who were not in a position
to help themselves, with the result, as stated at
the time, that work was being done by able-
bodied men in Queensland at the rate of 4s. and
4s. 6d. a day. Those men had come from a
neighbouring colony, where they had been en-
gaged on simiiar public works—railways—and
had been receiving no less than 6s. 6d. a day,
because there was at that time, and there is
now, & clause in all their contracts providing
that there shall be a minimum rate ot wages
paid. There was another case which came
under my notice at that time, and that was of
two contractors tendering for a public work, and
one, I was given to understand, in fixing his
price had based it on wages at the rate of 6s. a
day, thinking that that was a fair wage to pay
men* who were able to do the work that he
required. The other contractor thought he
could get men at 5s. a day, and the result was
that he was to somie extent able to cut under the
man who was willing to pay a fair wage to the
men he was employing.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS :
tract was that?

Mr., TURLEY : I am not exactly sure which
contract it was, but it was a contractor in Bris-
bane who informed me of the fact at the time.
He said he had put in for a contract. bus
another man, by adopting a lower rate of wages,
had been able to cut under him, with the resuis
that a lower rate of wages was being paid to the
men who were employed. I may say that when
1 came to look into the matter I found that it
was prevalent throughout the whole of the Aus-
tralian eolonies and lnglana to a greater extens
than I bad thought. I found that in England,
as far back as 1801, Mr. Sydney Buxton,
Under Secretary of State for the Colonies,
brought forward a resolution in which it was
affirmed that it was necessary to do away with
subletting in Government contracts and to
make every effort to secure the payment
of such wages as are generally accepted as
current in each trade for competent workinen.
Later on there was another resolution applying
the sawe sort of thing to the men who were
employed in the Government dockyards and
other places.  Another body, the London
County Council, also brought in a motion—it
was moved by John Burns, and seconded by
Sir Thomas Farrer—as follows :—

What con-

That all centractors be compelled to sign a declara-

tion that they pav the trade union rate of wages, and
obxerve the hourx of labour and conditions recognised
by the trade unions in the piace or places where the
contract is executed: and that the hours and wages
be inserted in and form part of the contract by way of
schedule, and that penalties be enforced for any breach
of agreement.
That was carried and was followed out, and, I
may say, is strictly adbered to up to the present
time whenever contracts are let by that bady.
In Victoria they have a schedule attached to
their contracts, which forms part of the con-
tracs, and has to be observed by those who take
up the work., That schedule is to this effect—

The several rates of wages, as set out in the schedule
hevematter stated. shall be patd by the contractor (or., in
the event of the Board of Laud aud Works approving
of the subletting of any portion or portions of the
works, by the sub-contractor. for the various serviees
to be performed under this contract.

So far as T know that has worked well. The
only evidence I have with reference to that,
except what is furnished by the heads of depart-
ments, is in a speech which was made by a mer-
ber of the House of Representatives of the
Federal Parliament on 28th June last year. He
pointed out that a similar resolution had been
moved in the Victorian House of Parliament in
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1894, but it was not carried in that year. The
following year it was again introduced, and
there was not one solitary member of the House
who raised his voice against it. It was unani-
mously cerried. Mr. Maugher, speaking on the
28th of June this vear, said—

The prineciple had beeu iu operation ever since in the
State of Victoria, witlt the happiest results, o e of the
first of whieh was the abolition of subletting of con-
tracts, whielh in the past had been so detrimental to the
interests of the worker.

As far as New South Wales is concerned, we
find that the system was brought in by the
Minister for Works, and applied to contracts of
a small amount in the first instance, as they
thought it was an experiment. It had not been
working very long before they realised that it
was very successful, and that it should be applied
to all contracts for public works let by the State,
I shall probably be told that the system has not
been such a greas success in New South Wales,
even among the men. I bave been told before,
when I have brought this question forward, that
men who have been employed on public works in
New South Wales have objected to the condi-
tion, because it had the effect of lowering wages,
and I have previously adduced evidence to show
that that is wrong. I pointed ous that, at one
time, a deputation waited upon the Minister for
Public Works in that colony, and represented
that they thought the wages on a certain coun-
tract were not sufficiently high, The Minister
said, ¢ If you are not satisfied, T am prepared to
exempt you from the conditions on this contract

altogether as far as wages are concerned.” They
replied, ¢ No.”
The SECRETARY ¥or PUnLic WORKs : Wasthat

Mr. Hume ?
My. TURLEY : No, I fancy it was the
present Minister for Works, Mr. O’Sullivan.
The SECRETARY ¥OR PrBLIc WORKs : That was
not a cold morning.

Mr. TURLEY : I do notknow whether it was
a cold morning, but I know that as soon as that
offer was made to the men they said they did
not wish to be exempt from the conditions in the
schedule which formed part of the contract.
Then, there is other evidence that the men do
not object to the condition. Only last month a
committee of working men. representing a large
number of men who had been employed on
public works in different places in New South
Wales, waited upon the present Minister for
Works in that colony, and presented him with a
gold watch and chain, and a purse of sovereigns.
On the watch was inseribed—

Presented tothe Hon. E. W. O’snllivan in recognition
of his efforts in connection with day labour and the
minimam wage.

That presentation was made on the 18th of July
last, and I think that is sufficient evidence to
show that the workmen of New South Wales,
who had been employed on public works under
the conditions I propose, are -atisfied with those
conditions, Working men are not usually stupid
enongh to go round collecting money for presen-
tations to people who are in the habit of letting
contracts where the contractors have a {ree hand
to employ men at starvation wages. If they
were, we should have had a testimonial
presented to the Secretary for Public Works in
Queensland some seven years ago, bhecause
the wages paid on a Government contract at
that time were about as low as or lower than
were ever paid on any (rovernment contract I
have heard of in Australia. In South Australia
they were sowe tie before they got the system
invogue. I am not sure when the motion was
passed, but I am taking the statement of Mr.
Batchelor, who was not long ago elected as a

15 AveusT.)]

379

Government Contracts.

member for that colony in the House of Repre-
sentatives in the Federal Parliament. As
reported in the Federal Hansard, he says—

There is a provision exactly similar to this inserted in
all Government coutracts in South Australia.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: Similar
to what ?

Mr. TURLEY : Similar to the motion which
was moved in the Federal Parliament, and which
was then under discussion. I was not previously
aware that a resolution had been carried in the
South Australian Parliament, although I knew
that under the conditions of contract a contrac-
tor had to abide by the decision of an arbitration
which would be summoned to deal with any
disputes regarding wages or the conditions of
labour that mighs be brought up during the cur-
rency of the contract, I stated that the reason
I brought this matter up iu the 1rst instance
was because at the time things had been and
were then very bad in Queensland, and contrac-
tors were taking advantage of the necessities of
those who were least able to protect them-
selves. I hold that if there is any duty whicn
appertains to the Government it is that of en-
deavouring to protect that portion of the com-
munity which is weakest and least able to
protect themselves. The condition of things
which I described as then existing has not
been disputed by any member of the Govern-
ment. The statements I made caunot be con-
tradicted, because they are absolutely true. And
when we see that practically the same conditions
are looming ahead now in Queensland I think it
is time that something was done to protect the
peopls employed on (Government contracts.
After 1893 times were very bad, and now we see
looming in the distance a very similar state of
things. According to a report which appeared in
the Courier of the 9th of August, Mr. Cnurtis,
the member for Rockhampton, stated at a depu-
tation which waited on the Secretary for Public
Works, that—

The Harbour Board employed about 10¢ men, hub
that the chairman of that body said there were some
200 more looking for work, If Mount Morgan had to
close down through want of water there wounld be
about &0 more men thrown out of employment. The
position was very sevious.

Mr. Callan, the member for Fitzroy, said—

Already 270 or 280 wmen were knocked off at Mount
Aorgan, and. if they did not get rain, they would not
be more than 200 kept on the works altogether while
they were short of water.

As evidence that it is reslised that it is some
portion of the duty of the Government to see
that those people get sometking to do, I may
quote a remark of the Minister, who in replying
to the deputation, said—

He Liad gone on with the work by day labour. as the
plans { rthe lines were not ready to cull tenders, and
1.300 men would have had to wait months if they
followed that course.

That shows that it is recognisad by the Govern-
ment that something mus: be done with the
object of endeavouring to enable the people to
tide over the bad times we are going through.
Tf that is so0, I contend that while it 1s recognised
that there must be a certain wage paid by the
Government in carrying out their own works,
the same principle should apply even when such
works are carried out by contract. It is asgreat

an evil to sweat men through a con-

[4 p.m.] tractor as it is to enable the Govern-
ment to offer men the low wages
which coentractors will pay. I say there is

no difference between the Government offering
mends, a day and allowing a man to get a contract
and pay 4s. aday. The same respousibility rests
upon those who are at the head of affairs, and
who should see that a fair day’s wage is paid for
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a fair day’s work. Then we should take into
consideration another fact—the cost of living.
The cost of living all through Queensland has
gone up enormously. T know that rents, as far
as Brisbane is concerned, have gone up con-
siderably.

Mr, CaLpaN: They have gone down in Rock-
hampton. i

Mr, TURLEY : I do not know about Rock-
hampton, but I know they have gone up in
Brisbane. Iknow a house very near where T
am living, the tenants of which were paying 7s.
a week, and they got notice that the rent would be
raised to 12s. because there were people waiting to
go in at that price. And outside the question of
rent the price of provisions has gone up con-
siderably. We know that to-day we cannot
live in Brisbane as cheaply as we could five or
six years ago. Meat, bread, and everything that
a person requires for daily consumption has gone
up in price.

Mr. ForsyTH: Not bread ; it is cheaper.

Mr. TURLEY : I donot know whether it has
come down, bnt I know it was up not very long
ago.

gHon. E. B. ForresT: There has been no
change in bread for a long time.

Mr. BRIDGES : Bread is dear enough.

Mr. TURLEY : I think it is dearer than it
was some time ago. I know there was a consi-
derable rise within the last eighteen months.

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLic Works: It was
never cheaper than it is now.

Mr. TURLEY : I know it did go up, and
taken all round the cost of living is considerably
higher than it was four or five years ago. The
cost of provisions has gone up in many cases
from 15 to 20 per cent.

The SECRETARY 1OR PUBLIC WORKS : Flour is
£6 10:. a ton in Toowoomba. It was never
cheaper,

Mr. ForsYTH: You can buy it at £5 13s,

Mr. TURLEY : At all events, some time ago
it went up, but whether it has come down again
or not I do not know. Taken all through, the
cost of living is greater,

Mr. McMastER : That is not so.

Mr. TURLEY : I think if you ask the
average working man whether he can live as
cheaply to-day as he could five years agn, he will
tell you that he has to pay consideirably more
for his provisions. He has to pay more for
butter.

Mr, McMASTER : No,

MI;. TURLEY : What has he to pay for it
ow !

Mr. McMASTER : About 1s.

Mr. TURLEY : About 1s. 4d.

Mr. McMasTtER: No, he does not.

The SECRETARY FOR PusrLic Works : You do
not eat butter evidently.

Mr. TURLEY : Yes, T do eat butter, and I
know within the last two or three days butter
has been bought for my house straight from a
factory at 1s. 3d.

The HoME SECRETARY : You were got at.

MMr. TURLEY : I know that what I state is a
fact, because the butter was got for my own house.
T do not know whether that is the ruling rate,
but T take it that the price charged by the
people who make the butter 1s the ruling price
as far as the retail market is concerned.

Mr. BarToLOMEW : Eges are only 8d.

Mr. TURLEY : Only a week or two ago they
were considerably higher, and I am sure that
taken all through the cost of living has gone up
considerably. Now, if there is no clause in Go-
vernment contracts providing for a minimum
wage, what will be the result? There will be no
protection whatever for the men who may be
employed. I know it may be said that if men
do not choose to work for 2s. 6d. a day they
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need not. That is so, but there is nothing that
presses so hard upon one as hunger. There is
nothing like starvation to compel men to do a
great many things which under other circum-
stances they would not dream of doing. I contend
that it is no part of the functions of Government
to take advantage of the necessities of the poorest
and weakest part of the population, or force
others to do so, which they practically do by
allowing contracts to be taken without providing
a clause under which a definite wage should be
paid to the men employed by the contractors.
If thereis no such provision made we shall on
the one hand have the Government paying
directly for the construction of railway works a
certain rate of wages, and contractors under the
Railway Department doing exactly similar work
and paying a much lower rate of wages.

Mr. AXNEAR: What about Mr. Hendersons
remark about the Government stroke?

Mr. TURLEY : I am not responsible for Mr.
Henderson’sremark orfor the Governmentstroke,
I believe there is good work done by the men
employed directly by the Government on the
railways as well as by the men who are working
under contract, although it may be, perhaps,
that the Government do not pay certain men an
extra 1s. a day with the object of driving men to
the uttermost of their ability. I myself have
seen that system in operation on werks carried
out under contract. I may say that I think
nearly ever class in the community is in favour
of some sort of protection being given to men
employed under contract. The Builders and
Contractors’ Association some years ago had a
deputation to the Government, in which they
asked that there should be a minimum rate of
wages inserted in Government contracts. I
think that was only about four or five years ago.
They gave as their reason—and I think it is a
gonid 1eason—that while there were members of
that association who were prepared to pay a fair
rate of wages, there were unscrupulous people
who came in and took advantage of the workmen,
with the result that the men who were prepared
to deal fairly with their employees were rushed
out of the market. I donot think we make a
law against stealing to apply to honest people.
The law against theft applies only agamnst
persons who steal.  So in this case the law would
not be made to compel men who were in the habit
of dealing fairly and honestly with their employees
to do anything more than they do at present, but
it would prevent unscrupulous people coming
in and cutting underneath the fair and honest
employer, and doing everything they could to
make as big a profit out of wages as i1s possible.
I think we can also escape a good deal of what
we have seen going on in connection with public
works. Not ling ago we had an inguiry into
the Department of Public Works, and that in-
quiry simply showed thata good deal of the work
was being scamped at that time. I donot know
what rates of wages were being paid, but it
seems to me that, if thereis a fair rate of wages
paid, a contractor would be able, and would pro-
bably be inclined, to do better work than he
would under a system where, being closely
pushed, he would engage the cheapest labour
available with the object of carrying out his
work successfully. T think T bave given suffi-
cient evidence of the fact that workmen are in
favourof this, asworkmen do not generally present
testimonials to Ministers or anyone else whose
object has been for years to keep wages as low as
possible. 1f, on the other hand, they see that a
man is honestly endeavouring to do something
which will hold the balance squarely between
themselves as citizens and those who employ
them, then very likely they recognise that, and
the spontaneous recognition of it will show that
men who have been employed under this system
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are altogether in favour of it, The majority of
the community generally I think are in favour
of a system such as this. I remember not long
ago, when the elections were going on in New
South Wales, looking up the opinions of the
Sydney Press, which at that time was most
decidedly opposed to the Government, and,
if opposed to the Government, they were
more strenuously opposed to the gentleman at
the head of the Works Department. Yet
they had to admit, even before the elections
came off, that if there was anything which
would tell in favour of the re-election of a
majority of the supporters of the Government it
would be the promise of an Arbitration and
Conciliation Act in New South Wales, and the
fact that the public works had been carried on
by day labour, or that there had been a minimum
wage clause inserted in all their contracts. And
even after the election was over, when the
Government had polled an enormous majority in
the country, and had a very large majority in
the House, even the Press of Syduey was pre-
pared to admit that it was mostly due—-

The SECRETARY FOR Punric WoRrks: They
have a very small majority in the House. The
Labour party make up their majority.

Mr. TURLEY : That is very funny of the
hon. gentleman, because I know very well that
the whole of the Labour party are in favour of
the minimum wage clause being inserted in all
contracts.

The SECRETARY 1OR PUBLIC WORKS : Yes, bub
they are not members of the Government party.

Mr, TURLEY : That is quite possible, bus,
at any rate, they are supporting the Government,
and the Press of Sydney admitted that it wason
account of these two things principally, as far as
the workers of New South Wales are concerned,
that the Government and the Labour party—if
the hon. gentleman prefers it that way—were
able to secure such a large majority of the seats
in the Assembly.

Mr. AnxNEAR: The Labour party put them-
selves up for sale.

The SECRETARY ¥OR Prnric WORKS : Hear,
hear !-a kind of ¢ cheap jack ” auction.

Myr. TURLEY : The hon. member can say
what he thinks fit—-

Mr. ANNEAR: I mean the Labour party in
New South Wales.

Mr. TURLEY : The Labour party in New
South Wales did not put themselves up for sale
so far as 1 know. They went to the country,
and they were able to win a considerably larger
number of seats than they had before the elec-
tion. If that is the way that they put them-
selves up for sale, and if the fact that they were
strongly in support of a minimum wage clause to
prevent sweating by contractors proves any-
thing, it proves that the majority of the electors
of New South Wales were prepared to support a
policy of that description.

The SuECRETARY FOR PuBLIc WoRKs: The
leader of the Labour party in the Senate, speak-
ing for the Labour party, said they were put up
for sale.

Mr. ANNEAR : That is so.

Mr. TURLEY : He is not the leader of the
Labour party in New South Wales.

The SECRETARY FOR PTUBLIC WORKS : Yes; he
was speaking for the lot.

Mr. TURLEY : He was not speaking for
anyone but himself, so far as I know.

The SECRETARY FOR PusLic WoRKs: The
TLabour party in the Senate represents the party
in all the States.

Mr. BrowxNk: Then Mr. George Reid repre-
sents all the Ministerial supporters on that side.

Mr. TURLEY : Decidedly. He must repre-
sent all the freetraders in Australia. Isthe hon.

[15 Aveuvsr.]

Government Contracts. 381

gentleman prepared to admit that all the intelli-
gence of the Ministerial party in this House is
centred in Mr, George Reid in the Federal
Parliament ? I do not think so.

The SECRETARY FOR PrnLic WoRrks: There is
no analogy.

Mr. TURLEY : At any rate, we deny that
what is said by any one man who is connected
with the Labour party shall be applied to all the
party throughout Australia.

The SECRETARY ¥oR PoprLic Works: It was
not disputed.

Mr. TURLEY : I deny that the Labour party
in Queensland has ever been put up for sale.
They have never offered their services to the
Government at any price that the Government
might think they were worth.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PuBLIC WoORKS : Nobody
disputed Mr. McGregor’s statement.

Mr. TURLEY : No one has disputed a great
many statements that have been made that have
reflected to a great extent upon the Government.
Does the hon. gentleman mean to say that
because a statement appears in print it is the
duty of every Labour man in Australia to run
round and refute that statement ? That is not
so. The hon. gentleman would not think it
worth his while, if his little tin-god down in the
Federal Parliament, Mr. George Reid, made a
statement that the hon. gentleman did not believe
in, to immediately rush into print and say that it
was not right, and that he did not agree with
it. Is that the position the hon. gentleman takes
up?

The SECRETARY roR PUrsLic Works: Noj
but this was from the leader of the Labour
party.

Mr. TURLEY : I admit this was said by the
leader of the Labour party in the Senate ; but,
so far as I know, the Labour party in New South
Wales were not up for sale, and the Labour
party in Queensland are not up for sale to the
Government or to anyone else.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : The leader
of the New South Wales Labour party ought to
know what he was talking about.

Mr. TURLEY : The leader of the Labour
party in New South Wales never said any such
thing, and the hon. gentleman is only acting as
a sort of phonograph for the Secretary for Works
at the present time. There is another thing
I wish to point out. We will take the Federal
Parliament, and we will find that those who
comvose that Parliament—and who presumably
represent the electors of the whole of Australia—
have come to the opinion that this particular
question, so far as the principle is concerned,
is not worth debating at the present time,
because they see that it is generally recognised
throughout Australia as a safe and sound prin-
ciple to adopt. On 28th June last therc was
a motion moved in the House of Representa-
tives—

That, in the opinion of this House, it is the duty of
the Government to make provision in all contracts for
the payment of a minimum rate of wages and for the
fixing of a maximum number of hours of labour.

The Federal Premier agreed to this with a slight
alteration which did not alter the purport of the
motion at all, and Mr. Batchelor—wkho, I may
say, gave up a Ministerial seat in South Aus-
tralia to stand for election as a representative of
that colony in the Federal Parliament—said in
his speech on the motion—

The prineiple is so generally conceded to be right that
it is hardly worth one’s while to discuss 1t.
And that seemed to be the opinion of the whole
of the members who spoke. 1 may say that there
were very few members—only some eight or
nine—who thought it was worth while discussing
the question, seeing that the principle had been



382 Coaditions of

adopterd in all the colonies with the sole ewcep-
tion, I believe, of Queensland. 1 believe that
this is the only colony which gives contractors a
free hand in sweating men when they are engaged
in doing Government work.

The SECRETARY ForR PUBLIC Works: Has
Western Australia got it?

AMr. TURLEY : I believe it has, and if it has
not, the greater part of its work is done by day
Jabour—a thing which has only just been
inaugurated in Queensland,

The SECRETARY FOR PUsLIc Works : Is there
a minimum wage in that?

Mr. TURLEY : I do not know whether there
is & minimum wage in that. The hon. gentle-
man is trying the experiment now, and I do not
know whether he bas a minimum wage; but I
have not heard of his offering 4s. or 4s. 6d. a
dav to men for their work.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC WORK~:
won’t, either.

My, TURLEY : That is all right. I am glad
the hon. gentleman is in favour of a minimum
wage.

Mr, ANNEAR: Where were people paid as low
as that?

Mr. TURLEY : They have paid it in Queens-
land ; and I have proved on the floor of this
Chamber that men working in railway cuttings
werepaid as lowasds, and 4s. 6d. a day on the Fair-
field deviation ; and that is why the State should
do something to protect people who may be again
taken advantage of. As I have said, there were
only a few members who spoke on the question
in the Federal Parliament, and it was eventually
carried in the following form :—

That, in the opinion of this House, provision should
he made in all Government countracts for the payument
of & minimwn rate of wage, such rate to be in accord
with the ruling rate of wage in the district in which the
work is carried out, and for the fixing of a maximwn
aumber of the hours of labour.

You

The motion I have on the paper not only pro-
vides for a minimum wage, but also for maximum
hours of labour, because it would be useless to
say that there should be a minimum rate of
wages fixed unless we stated that 1t should be for
a maximum number of hours. If it is recognised
that eight hours is a day’s labour, a contractor
cannot then take advaniage of a man receiving
a minimum wage by making him work ten hours
a day.

M¥. ANNEAR: That is what T wanted to do
last session, but your side prevented me.

Mr. TURLEY : The hon. member’s name
always appears in the division list as opposed to
this motion.

Mr. ANNEAR : My amendmentin the Factories
and Shops Bill was voted against by your side.

Mr. TURLEY : That did not apply to con-
tracts, as far as I know.

Mr. AxNEAR: It applied to eight hours, any-

how.

Mr. TURLEY : We had the junior member
for Fortitude Valley doing that sort of thing
about three years ago, and stating deliberately
that, with the object of killing a certain Bill,
he was prepared to move all sorts of what he
termed progressive amendments.

Mr. McMasTER: I was never prepared to do
anything of the kind,

Mr, AxveAR : That was not my object.

Mr. TURLEY : The hon. member is so erratic
that no one knows what his object may be; but,
when one sees the hon. member’s name in the
division list always as an opponent of a measure
like this, I think there is some reason why one is
prepared to doubt the hon. member when he
submits a motion which would go a great deal
further than that against which he had pre-
viously voted. In X¥ngland, this has been
adopted by a large number of local authori-
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ties—some of them having as large, or a larger,
population than there is in the whole of (Jueens-
land, and many of them carrying out a great
many public works. I have here a return fur-
nished to the House of Commons—which will be
found in the English parliamentary papers for
1898, volume 79-—which contains a list of about
208 local authorities in England that have adopted
a clause something similar to this, First we
have Birmingham, with a population of over
514,000, There is a clause in their conditions of
contract to the following effect :—

The contractor shall, during the continuance of this
contract, pay, or causc to be paid, to all workwmen
engaged upon the works the subject of this contraet,
not less than the recegnised minimumn standard rate of
wages current in the distriet or districts where such
WO hall be carmed out, and if it shall be found to the
satisfaction -of the eorporation that the contractor or
sub-contractors have paid less than the ’ninimnm
standard rate of wages ax aforesaid, the countractor
shall pay to the corporation s for liguidated damages @
sum of 20s. for each and every case in which such
underpayment shall be proved.

The next town we have is Liverpool, with a
population of 634,000, and carrying on a great
many public works.

Mr. BrowxE: There is the London County

Couneil.

Mr. TURLEY : The London County Conneil
adopted it years ago. The Liverpool authority
has this—

If any tender which . . may submit shall bhe
accepted by the corporution, undertake to
execute the work or supply the materials required in
accordance with a contract to be prepared by the town
clerk, and to give such security for thedue performance
of the contract as the corporation may require, and

. hereby undertake, in carrying out any contract

between . and the corporation, to pay the rate
of wages and observe the hours of labour recognised
and agreed upon between the trades unions and the
employers respectively in the locality in which the
work for carrying out the contract is to be performed,
or such rate of wages and hours as are eguivalent
thereto,
And if we take Manchester, with a population
of considerably over 500,000, we find that they
have the following condition inserted in all con-
tracts for works :—

The contractor declares that he now pays, and he

hereby undertakes that he, his executors, administra-
tors, assigns, or sub-contractors, or any other person
who may for the time bheing be bound or anthorised to
execute and perform the obligations of the contractor
under this contract, or any part of it, shall and will
continue to pay during the subsistence of this contract
to his or their workpeople the regular standard wages
ohtaining in the city of Manchester or the district in
which the work is executed, as the case may be.
There are over 200 different Jocal authorities—
county councils and urban councils—included in
that return, which have as part of their contracts
some provision for the protection of the work-
men that may be employed ; and there is one
thing which goes to prove that this, having been
carried out in other places, has been found to be
successful. Tdonotthink it is possibleforany hon.
member to quote a single instance of any Govern-
ment, any local authority, or any public body,
having once adopted this system, that has gone
back upon it. I have endeavoured to do so, and
I cannot find a single instance where a public
body, having adopted the principle, has re-
pented and gone back on baving the conditions
inserted, There is only one thing more I have
to say. I trust that before this session closes we
shall be able to get a division on this question.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS: You
could have had it to-day if you had liked.

Mr. TURLEY : Yes, if T had let it go as a
formal motion, but I do not consider that 1s wise.
I am only expressing the hope that we shall be
able to get a division on the question some time
at least during the session. 1 hope it will not be
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dragged out as the usual Thursday afternoon
motion, because I think it is of greas importance
atthe present time. I hope it will not be attempted
to be burked by an amendment which will prac-
tically shelve the question. T think it is a fair
thing, seeing that times are such as pointed ous
by the deputation that waited on the Minister,
and seeing that advantage may be taken of the
large numbers of people who, through no fault of
their own, have been thrown out of employment,
and who may try to obtain employment on
works carried out by the Government—I think
it is a fair thing to get a straightforward expres-
sion of opinion, as far as this House is concerned,
hy a vote as to whether we are prepared to see
that’ some provision is made for a fair rate of
wages being paid to those people for a fair day’s
work.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLI( WORKS
{Hon. J. Leahy, Bx»/loo): The motion proposed

by the hon. member for South Brs-
[4:30 p.m.] bane, stripped of its trimming=,
resolves itself into two or three

cardinal features. The first is that there should
be a minimum rate of wages in 21l Governments
contracts. . The next is that there should be a
statutory day, so to speak, of eight hours. The
third relates to the machinery binding the con-
tractor to carry out thoseobjects. Well, Sir, the
motion is nothing new in this Chamber, though
it may be new to some of the meinbers of it. It
has been proposed for a great many years, but
it is a most remarkable thing that it always
comes before us with renewed energy as we are
approaching a general election. We have heard
nothing about this for the last couple of years.
If it was a right thing some years ago 1 do not
think it should have been allowed to slumber all
this time. The hon. member has sat silent on
the subject on the opposite bench for two years;
there has been nothing to hinder him from
bringing it forward, but now we have it
dragged up again on the eve of a general
election. I am not going to insinuate that that
is the reason that animated the hon, member. I
am more charitable, I hope, than soms hon. mem-
bers on the other side, and am not going to make
any insinuation,

Mr. TrRLEY : Don’t put him under the pump.

TheSECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
But the fact remains, and it is for hon. members
opposite to explain it as best they can. The
hon. member does not like that, but he ought
to be thankful to me for giving him an oppor-
tunity to explain that it is not done for political
purposes.

Mr. TurRLEY : I’m not interested in it.

TheSECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I like to give him something easy to do, and he
will have no trouble to do that. This question
involves a great many things. If we go fully
into all its ramifications it involves the whole of
the forty-four planks of the Labour party’s
platform.

Mr. Lesiva : Rubbish!

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I can quite understand the hon member making
a remark of that kind. Light things can only
come from light minds. With regard to the
first contention which the hon. member raised—
and it is the general contention—that because
this would benefit the labouring classes, or a
portion of the labouring classesin this State, the
resolution should be given effect to, the hon.
member pointed out what had occurred to per-
sons engaged in certain classes of work in the
other colonies, but he did not show us how this
resolution has any application whatever to the
present condition of things in Queensland. He
showed us in a kind of abstract way how a
certain condition of things existed here some
four, five, or six years ago. To those conditions
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his resolution may apply in some form. I, by
interjection, asked the hon. member to give a
single concrete instance of the condition he was
referring to, and the hon. member was not
ahle to say any more than that somebody had
told him so.

Mr. TerLEY : We all know that cases of the
kind have occurred.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
T asked the hon. member to sta’e a concrete case
so a8 to enable me to contradict hiny, but he
refused to state such a case, aud I presume from
that that he is unable to do so.

My, Turpey : I said T had stated a case before,
and the hon, gentleman knows it very well.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
I have nothing to do with what the hon. mem-
ber said in the last Parliament. I am dealing
with the case which the hon. member puts for-
ward now., e said that some contractor
tendered for certain Government works, that he
did not get that contract, and that he came and
told the hon. mewmber that it was for a particular
reason, some other contractor having tendered
lower because he was going to sweat his men
and pay them a lower rate of wages. He did
not tell us who the contractor was, or what the
contract was, or give us any information what-
ever about it. I do not care to reply to a bald
statement of that kind, What will the country
think of an hon. member who, rising to discuss a
great question of this kind, does not go beyond
the region of vague generalities, to say nothing
of details. I am prepared, and the House is
prepared, as far as possible, to see justice done
to the whole of the working classes of the colony
to the fullest extent.

HoxovrABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr. TURLEY : Since when?

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS:
Always. I venture to say that I could point to
a dozen members on this side of the House who
have done more for the working classes of the
country than all the lot together on the other
side.

Mr. Lesiya: What did they do for the work-

ing man?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORKS ;
They paid good wages——

Mr. Lesiya: Did he not give his labour in
return for that?

Mr. TurrLEY: I suppose they sweated him,

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS:
What the hon., member evidently wishes to
convey by this resolution is that the party to
which he belongs desire, by legislation, to
enforce a proper rate of wages for the working
classes, and that the party on thisside is opposed
to it. He does not say it in that particular
form, but that is what he is driving at.

Mr. TurrEY : They have always opposed it.
Hansard speaks,

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
He has not compared the conditions existing in
the other colonies with the conditions existing
here. If he could show that the condition of the
men in the other colonies engaged in this par-
ticular class of work is better than is the con-
dition of the same class here he would have to
some extent substantiated his case, assuming
that the conditions are equal. Before I sit
down I will show that the isolated instances
which the hon. member has singled out, during
five, ten, or fifteen years, do not fit in with
the condition of things as they are in the
colony at the present time. As practical men
we have to deal with practical questions as
they are at the present time, not in the shape
they may assume ten or twenty years hence.
I presume that that contention is not dis-
puted. Now, what is the condition of things
at the present time ? Before I go further, I may
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say that I fail to see why a man engaged on a
Government contract should get more wages, or
less wages, than a man engaged in doing exactly
the same kind of work on the opposite side of
the street, working for me or for the leader of
the Labour party. If the State has any duties
in that respect, 1t is a duty which they owe not
to any particular class wearing the cockade of
the Trades Hall, bus to the whole of the labour-
ing classes of the State-—the people who pay the
taxes, and directly or indirectly maintain the
State. Why should the hon, member single out
any one particular class of people?

Mr. TurLEY : I did not say they were of the
Trades Hall—that is the first I have heard of

1t.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
T did not say whether they should get low or
high wages. I said Trades Hall because——

Mr. BRoOwNE: Because you could not help it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Because I never heard the hon. member or the
hon. members on his side of the House, raise
their voices in favour of any class of men that
were not under the dominance of the Trades
Hall.

Mr. Lrsiva: Do you believe in a minimum
wage? That’s the point.

Mr. TuRLEY : No, he does not.

Mr. BARTHOLOMEW : You are in a hurry.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I prefer to be judged from my acts, rather from
any abstract opinions, I believe in paying a
man what he honestly earns. Nature does
not make anything alike. She does not malke
two engineers alike, and she does not make two
workmen alike ; and if there is a workman who,
by his superior intelligence, his energy, his
industry, and his pluck, is capable by a combina-
tion of all these things to do twice as much work
for me as an ordinary workman will do, I do not
see why that man should ke reduced to the
ordinary level.

Mr. TurLeY : This motion does not say you
shall not pay 14s. a day.

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: We
have to deal with things as they work out in
practice. I believe in liberty. (Opposition
laughter.) The boun. gentlemen preach liberty,
but in the name of liberty they want to practice
slavery.

Mr. BROWNE: Do trv to be genuine.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. member for South Brishane said some-
thing to the effect that it was the class of per-
sons least able to protect themselves that were
entitled to the consideration of the Government.
I have a higher opinion of the working people of
the colony than the hon. gentleman. I do not
think they are the class least able to protect
themselves. I do not hold that they are inferior
in intelligence te other people. I think they
are particularly well able to protect themselves,

Mr. W, HamiLTox : Only let them try to.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I say that if a regulation is to apply to any
particular class of men, we must in the first
place apply it to all classes in the community.
Why should the man who works on a farm on
the Darling Downs be taxed to find a higher
rate of wages for some other person? I do not
say that that would be the case-—I do not think
it would—but that is the contention.

Mr. TurtEy : No, I did no$ say that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Well, if the object is not to secure a higher rate
of wages, what 1s the purpose of the hon. mem-
ber’s motion ? Is it to lower the present rate of
wages?

My, Trriey : I did not say that either,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Then what is the object of the hon. member’s
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resolution ? That is exactly the point where I
join issue with the hon. member. I also join
issue with him on nearly all the other things
that he said, and I say distinctly that he sat
down without telling us exactly what he wanted.
Now, if the State is to extend its protecting
wing and its influence to the men who labour by
their hands, why should not we extend the
same beneficent influence to the men who labour
by their heads?

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

TheSECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS :
Hon, members say ¢ Hear, hear !” What is the
use of bringing forward a paltry and petti-
fogging resolution of this kind, which will pro-
tect only one single class in the community ? 1s
not the man who has got a small shop in the
Valley as much entitled to legislation to secure a
certain return for his labour as the ordinary
working man? I submit that the application of
the principle to any one particular instance is
absurd. Why, the Utopia of Sir Thomas Moore
was g fool to it !

HMr. HarpacrE: Do yon know anything at
all?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
If T donot know anything, I am different to the
hon. gentleman, because I hold my tongue, but the
hon, gentleman is always talking. 1 was pro-
ceeding to say that the hon. gentleman has not
shown us that if the system were introduced
here, it would place even the particular scction
that he represents, or those who work on Govern-
ment contracts at the present time, in any better
position. Experience shows that if a minimum
rate of wage is used at all, it results practically
in its adoption as the waximum. I asked the
Under Secretary for Works this morning to
prepare me a schedule of the rate of wages
so far as he could obtain them in the other
colonies. In New South Wales there is no fixed
schedule rate. The sum is left to be fixed—as
the hon. gentleman wishes it to be—according to
the wages paid in the particular district in
which the work is being carried on. I have
therefore been unable to get the figures relating
to New South Wales; but I have the figures
relating to Victoria and Queensland, and three
of the principal towns— Brisbane, Townsville,
and Rockhampton. The rates paid in Queens-
land, I think, are incomparably 20 per cent.
higher than the schedule rates paid in Victoria.

Mr. TtrLEY : I did not say the hon. gentle-

an should adopt the Victorian rates.

MThe SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
‘What is the object of the motion, then.

Mer. Lesina : To prevent sweating ; that is the
objeet of the resolution.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. gentleman has not shown that in the
period he referred to, the last four or five years,
that anv sweating has been going on.

Mr. LesiNa: I can tell you of five or six con-
tracts where it is going on.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
I am dealing now with the hon. member who
moved this resolution, and I say that in the
course of his speech he gave us no arguments
likely to assist us in coming to a right conclusion
on this master. The Under Secretary informs
me that there is one rate of wages for the whole
of Victoria, and that is given in the schedule to
the contracts. I shall give in parallel columns
the rate of wages in different trades in Victoria,
and the rate in Brisbane, which the Under Sec-
retary states is uniform in the city. I wish to
impress upon the House that I am taking the
lowest figures in Queensland, There is a rate in
Central and Northern Queensland which in some
instances is from 20 to 25 per cent. higher than
that which I shall quote for Brisbane, so that
from my own point of view I am taking the less
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favourable figures. The rates of wages for Vic-
toria and Brisbane, as furnished me by the
Under Secretary, are as follow :—

Victoria. Brisbane.

i
P
|
|

Carpenters 8s. 0d. per day l 10s, 0d, per day
4d. ., I 11s, 0d.

Masons ... ..l 9s 4a ,,

Bricklarers Lossiod, C1ls. 0d.

Plasterers ] ossooal o 0d. ,,

Blacksmiths Lo los.0a. 10s. 0d.

Boilermakers and | 10s. 0d. P 108, 6a.

riveters i !

Eugine-fitters, &e. | 10s. 0d.  ,, No quotation for
| Government con-
' tracts in  Bris-

. hane.
Painters ... .| 8s. 04 . ¢ 8s. 0d. per day
Plunbers Lob9s.04, " “1ls. 0d., per day

Shipwrights : 12, 3d. o ! No quotation for
i Government con-
i ¢ tracts in Bris-
| hane
Copper and hrass | 10s, 0d.

v 0d R !13s. 04. per day
workers
Moulders ... o 10s. 04, i 9s. 04, per day
Engine-drivers ... 1 8s. 0d. o - No quotation for
l Government con-
I | tracts in Bris-
i ! Dbane
Tabourers " j 6s. to 8s. per day
Planers, borevs, LSd. I No quotation  for
slotters ! Government con-
i J tracts in Bris-
| {  bane
‘Woodearvers .., I Ss. 0d. 3 1 8s, to 9s. per day
i

There are other trades mentioned, such as tin-
smiths, ironworkers, etc., who are not employed
by day labour on Government contracts in
Brisbane. The schedule in New South Wales
is not filled in, but has to be filled up according
to the portion of the colony in which a contract
is to be carried out. I shall come to that point
directly. But I wish here to quote a few figures
showing the difference in wages on Government
contracts in Brisbane and Townsville. In Bris-
bane carpenters are paid 10s. per day and in
Townsville 12s. per day; in Brisbane masons
are paid 11s. and in Townsville 13s. per day ; in
Brisbane bricklayers are paid 11s. and in Towns-
ville 1is. per day; in Brisbane plasterers are
paid 9s. and in Townsville 13s. to 14s. per day.

Mr. BrowNE : There is just the same differ-
ence in wages between Brisbane and the far
North as there is between Brishane and Victoria.

The SECRETARY I'OR PUBLIC WORKS:
Very well, if that condition of things which
exists in Victoria is so very superior, as the hon.,
member alleges, how is it that we do not find our
Queensland labourers going to Victoria? The
cost is only 30s. Every day almost there is a
deputation waiting on the Secretary for Public
‘Works protesting against men being” introduced
here from the southern colonies, where the
system the hon. member refers to is so much in
force. Hon. members will recollect seeing in
the newspapers a report of an interview and
deputation of working men, headed by the
Hon, T. Macdonald-Paterson, then member
for Brisbane North, had with me, asking that
the work on the new Lands Office should be
reserved for Brisbane men. They did not say
a word about the rate of wages, but they ob-
jected to men from the southern colonies, though
they might be more expert workmen, coming
here and taking the work from Brisbane men.
They never said a word about wages. I ask
any hon. member who is accustomed to generali-
sations and deductions, and who practises his
common sense, whether any man, be he a
labourer or business man, would go from one
condition of things to a place where the con-
ditions were less to his interest or profit ? Inall
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my experience I have never known a case where
such a thing was done koowingly. Labour in
any industry, like water, seeks the line of the
least resistance or the line of the greatest profit,
and if there is a rise of wages anywhere there is
a rush to that place at once. Then, how is it
that with our better climate those persons in
Victoria and other places are continually coming
here, if, as Is asserted, the rate of wages is
higher in the other colonies? I say oars is a
better climate. The Victorians do not admit
that, but argue that it is 2 worse climate. That
is, however, because they are accustomed to
their own climate, I want to take it from their
point of view. (Opposition laughter.) I differ
from most hon, members opposite inasmuch as T
like to get both sides of a question, and be
absolutely fair. I say ours is a better climate.
However, I am not prepared to follow out this
argument in all its rawifications. There are
other members who desire to speak, and I shall
be as brief as possible. But I say that under
these circumstances it is a marvellous thing to
me why our people do not rush down to the
other colonies, and get the higher rate of wages
prevailing there, if such is the case,

Mr. TurLey: Did anyone say they were
higher?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
If they are not higher, what becomes of the
principle which the hon. member wishes to see in
force in this colony ? They have an ideal Minister
for Works in New South Wales, according to
the hon, member for South Brisbane. I am not
going to say a word against that gentleman,
because, personally and privately, he is a friend
of mine, but he does many things which I would
not do. The policy of New South Wales has
been controlled for several years by the Labour
party, and if they have not ideal legislation in
that colony it shows how impracticable is the
platform of shat party. The hon. member says
he did not say that wages were higher there than
here. Then, what becomes of his theory? It
is a fallacy and a fraud.

Mr. TCRLEY : Do you believe in a2 minimum

wage”?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. member asks me do I believe in a
minimum wage. Ido. I believe the minimum
wage should be what a man honestly earns,
and that he should not be deprived of one penny
he honestly earns. But as different men are cap-
able of earning different sums, there should not
be one minimum wage. f 100 men are em-
ployed on a job there might be 100 minimum
wages. 1If fifty men are equal, the minimum
wage for those fifty men should be the same.

Mr. LmsiNa: Who is going to settle that
question?

Mr, TurLEY : The employer.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
I am much obliged to the hon. member for
asking that question. There are times when the
hon. member for Clermont makes intelligent
interjections, and if he would only conform to
the usages of society he would be an acquisition
to the House. However, that is one of those
interjections for which I am obliged to him,
because it applies very strongly and
aptly to the proposition of the
hon. member for South Brishane.
He says« there sheuld be a separate rate for each
district. Now, supposing a contract is let at
Charleville or Adavale, where there is no ruling
rate of wages, who fixes the rate to be applied
there ?

An HoxXoUraBLE MEMBER : The Government.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The Government consists of whom ? Not of the
hody of men sitting on the front benches for the

[» p.m.]
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time being. They only represent the concen-
trated opinion of the House. The Government
represent the members of the House, and
venture to say that as soon as that rate of wages
was fixed a motion would be tabled having for
its object the afirmation of the fact that the
rate of wages being paid at Adavale was not a
proper standard. It simply comes, then, to the
old dispute between the Trades Hall and
the contractors. This iz no new question. Tt is
a question that has been agitating the colony for
years past. Why should certain men, because
they happen to be employed by the Government
rather than by a contractor, get a higher rate of
wages than those ruling in the trade? I say
distinetly that they are not entitled to more, and
I say equally distinctly that they should not get
a penny less. If they render equal service, who-
ever the employer may be, their wages should
be absolutely equal. Does the hon. member
deny that ?

Mr. Givens: Why do you not advocate the
payment of pensions to everyone, as well as the
highly paid civil servants ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLICWORKS:
There are a great many men who would like to
get pensions—men constructed on principles
which no one advocates more than the hon.
member for Cairns.

Mr. Givexs: We want fair treatment all
round.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I should like to remind the hon. member for
South Brisbane of a deputation which was in-
troduced to me the other day by the leader of
the Opposition and himself. I say the bringing
of men under Government patronage or super-
vision appears to have a demoralising effect.
Those hon. members introduced a deputation
headed by a Mr. Henderson. 1 do not know ex-
actly who he is, though I believe he is a trustee
of the Trades Hall. Is thatso?

Mr. TrreEY : It is very likely. But it does
not matter ; we will say he is.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS:
He is one of the trustees of the Trades Hall,
and among other things he told me was that at
the present time a great proportion of the men
employed by the (xovernment at the Ipswich
workshops consisted of the ragtag and bobtail.
Are we going to introduce a system such as this,
which is advocated by the hon. member for
Jouth Brisbane, and which will reduce the
workers ot this colony down to the condition of
the ragtag and bobtail? T told that gentleman
that I positively declined to believe him, and
that the men in the Ipswich workshops belonged
to no such class. He told me further that it
would be much cheaper for the Government to
get rid of them.

Mr. TurLEY : In the first place he never made
the statement.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS :
All T can say is that T took the statement down in
writing at the time it was made, and the hon.
member came to Mr. Henderson’s rescue, and to
get him out of his difficulty, said he only applied
hig statement to the 6s., 7s., and 8s. a day men.

Mr. TvRLEY : That is what he said.

TheSECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Well, this motion applies to the 6s., 7s., and 8s.
a day men—the very class to which he says his
friend was referring.

Mr. TrrLEY : The motion does not say so.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS :
We have before us the schedules of the other
colonies, to which the hon. member referred. I
have quoted the Victorian schedule, and I con-
tend that the men referred to in that schedule
are the 6s., 7s., and 8s. a day men, and, there-
fore, what the hon. member apparently wishesto
establish is this principle of employing what his
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friend calls the ragtag and bobtail at & certain
minimum wage. 1 am opposed to that principle,
and I am opposed to his friend who enunciated -
that principle the other day.

Mr. TurLEy : He did not enunciate it.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
He did not enunciate it as a principle, but he
laid itdown asa fact.

Mr. TrrLEY : He applied it to the men of his
own trade who were taking a particular rate of

wages.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS :
The hon. member says it 1s so?

Mr. TurrEy : He applied it to the engineers.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
Now we come to the next point. The same
gentleman told me that what we wanted was to
get the best men; that the men who were at the
Ipswich workshops at present were being paid
more than they were worth; and he objected
very strongly to that. But the hon. member
for South Brisbane wants a particular rate to be
paid whether a man earns it or not. What is to
be the outcome of such a proposition if we
put it into force? What is the contractor going
to do? Naturally enough he will pick out the
young, athletic men of twelve or thirteen stone
who have the physical prowess and capacity for
doing a large quantity of work. He will select
that class of men, and if no others are going
to be employed what is going to become of them ?
How will this minimum wage business apply
to the men of fifty or sixty years of age? How
are they going to live? What becomes of the
humanitarian prineiples so loudly advocated by
hon, members opposite,” both in this House and
on the publie platform ?

Mr, TuRLEY : What do they do now ?

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
What they do now is this: There is no mini-
mum wage except the wage that a man earns.

The SECRETARY FOR .AGRICULTURE : It ought
to be better to earn something than nothing,
surely.

Mr. TrrLEY : They will be sweated.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
Hon. members opposite talk in a very high-
sounding way about many things, but when they
come to spend their own money the state of
affairs is quite different. I could quote several
instances in which they have ground down men
by 6d. a day.

Mr, Turrey and Mr. Lesixa: Men in this
House?

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS:
And I know others belonging to that party who
never gave a day’s employment in their lives to
any man, and never will, and yet are prepared
to lay down the conditions under which all
employers should employ their men.

Mr. Lesiya: You never found anyone on this
side lambing-down shearers’ cheques, anyhow,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Then there is another class of labour to which
this motion willapply. Supposethere is a hoy who
enters the Ipswich workshops, learns his trade,
and has served his time when he has reached
nineteen or twenty years of age, although heis
not yet a full.grown man. Where is he going
Lo get employment? Does this resolution leave
any room for him? Not only does it exclude
from employment the aged, and infirm, and
debilitated, and physically incapable, but it
applies to the young men also. What will
happen to the farmers’ or workmen’s sons who
might be very usefully employed at a certain
rate of wage; but this schedule provides that
only a very small percentage of them shall
be employed, and the rest will be driven to
the street corners to join the loafers and unem-
ployed, and give work to the police. That
is what the motion wiil lead to. I do not
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say af all that that is the hon. member’s inten-
tion, but that will be the result. Hon. members
opposite never see where their policy is going to
lead them.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : They do
not care, either.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS::
I am not prepared to say that they donotcare. I

dare say there are hon. members on the other side

who are quite as anxious as mernbers on this side
to see the country progressing; but, so far, all
the legislative schemes that they have brought
forward in this or any other colony have only
landed them in a hopeless mess. There has been
nothing practical about them at all, even for the
class that they are supposed to labour for and
legislate in the direct interests of.

Mr, TurrLEY : That is only your supposition.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. member brings in a second portion of
his resolution, which says that the number of
hours during which men shall be employed shall
not be greater than forty-eight hours per week.

Mr. Toreey : It says nothing of the kind in
the resolution.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS :
Yes ; it provides for an eight-hours’ day.

Mr. TuriEY : Yes, for that wage.

TheSECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Now, what do we find in the schedules in Queens-
land ? The Under Secretary for Works assures
me—I have it in writing from him-—that in
Queensland persons working for contractors on
Government works only labour forty-four hours
per week.

Mr. TrriEy : I am not asking for eight hours.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS :
In Victoria, under this resolution, they work
forty-eight hours a week ; and yet the hon. mem-
ber holds up to us that the condition of things in
Victoria is superior to what it is here. My
objection to the resolution is not because it
imyposes a minimum wage, but because it would
place the labourers of this country in a far worse
position than they are in at the present time.

Mr. Turrey: They do not get forty-eight
hours’ pay for forty-four hours’ work.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS :
The hon. member does not care so long as he can
malke capital out of the question. The hon.
member can clear out, like King O’Malley went
from South Australia to Tasmania, and become
member for a mining district there ; but there are
a great mahy of us who cannot do that, and he
would saddle us with the responsibility of his
fads, and we would have to pay the taxes and
the interest on the national debt that may be
created by the condition of things that he would
force upon the country.

Mr, Lesina: His
labourers.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. member covered a great deal of ground.
He went to England, and quoted some 200 or
300 local authorities or municipalities there. He
told us about the London County Council, and
what they did in matters of this kind. I am
sure the hon. member has studied the proceed-
ings of the London County Council. If he has
not studied the question he has at all events read
something about it, and it is apparent to anyone
who has studied the proceedings of that body
that the grossest jobbery and the most infamous
transactions with regard to workmen that were
ever perpetrated have taken place under the
London County Council. I am not prepared to
say that such is the condition of affairs to-day,
but I know it was a few years ago, and the most
glaring scandals were exposed in connection with
this system which the hon. member is advo-
cating.

heart beats for the
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The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE :
figures.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
Bogus figures and everything else.

Mr., TvriEy: I think I know a good deal
about i,

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS :
Dors the hon. member dispute that ?

Mr. BROWNE : One of the leading statesmen
in Great Britain, at any rate, was chairman of
the London County Council.

Trhe SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS::
The hon. member quoted from the Sydney Press
about the excellent system of public works that
is in force in New South Wales. I would ask
him whether he has read the Daily Teleyraph of
21st June last ?

Mr. TorLEY : Yes.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
Has the hon. member read those eight columns
of matter which were contained in that paper,
showing that under the system in force in New
South Wales with regard to public and osher
works in connection with the unemployed, and
in connection with a class which is springing up
of professional unemployed, that system has
driven New South Wales into a condition of
insolvency, so to speak ? (Opposition laughter.)
The article showed that under this system
certain works, which are enumerated—the cost
of which is specified—chapter and verse given,
and the plansand sectionsgiven, if necessary—that
under this heaven-born system, which the hon.
member wishes to enforce in this country, those
works have cost 20 per cent., 30 per cent., and
even 50 per cent. more than works which were
conducted on economical and commercial lines.

Mr. TurLEY: That is a statement made by
the Builders and Contractors’ Association.

The SEOCRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS::
Chapter and verse are given, and all the works
are specified ; it has never yet been contradicted,
and I challenge the hon. member to contradict
it now. I like to descend from these theoretical
realms to the plane of common sense, and to
view things in an ordinary common-sense manner,
just as we do in connection with our own trans-
actions, If we all did that it would be better
for the working classes of the community. If
there sre unemployed and they come to me—
if the hon. member for Fitzroy wants me to
employ some man, I would like to be able
to pay him full wages, or a little over, if
possible, rather than cut him down. Buf if
I have to hire a man and I do not know
whether he is good, bad, or indifferent, and
have to give him 8s. a day, whether he loafs
all the time or does something else—that I
disapprove of, and the result is that I will not
employ a man at all, but will go without. I
believe that this motion is opposed to the very
best interests of the class of people whom the
hon. member proposes to serve. The hon. mem-
ber said that on the Fairfield deviation men
were only pald 4s. a day. Well, I regret very
much that 4s. a day should ever have been paid
in this colony. It was a very poor wage, if it
was paid, and I hope that such a condition of
things will never arise again in this country as
will cause such a rate to be paid.

Mr. LesiNA : It is being paid in Government
contracts now.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
T do not think it is. I asked the Under Secre-
tary to-day, and I have his written statement
here, and 1 have read it to the House. The
Under Secretary assures nie that these are the
current wages paid to persons employed on
Government contracts in Queensland. If the
statement is wrong, the Under Secretary has to
take the responsibility of it, If it is wrong, I

Bogus
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would like to know where anyone has paid a
lower rate. I now come to the question of a
daily wage. I have had a great deal to do lately
with employm" persons in connection with the
two departments which I have the honour to
administer—the Railway Department and the
Department of Public Works. At present there
are three railways which are being constructed by
day labour. I have heard it said that on one of
those lines—the Nerang-Tweed Railway—3s., {s.,
and Bs. a day are being paid. Thatis absolutely
false. I gave no instructions whatever to the
engineer in charge of the work beyond that if a
man got 7s. a day he had to do 7s. worth of
work for it, or else he had to go.

Mr. BrowxE: Nobody expects that.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
People do expect that, and the result is that a
great many people who expected to get 7s. for
3s. 6d. worth of work have gone across the
border into New South Wales.

h"\Ir TurLey: You have a minimum wage
then ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
No; there is no minimum wage, so far as I know,

Mr. Lsiya: You adopted one in the Iac-
tories Act last session—2s. 6d. a day.

The SECRETARY FOR PU BLIC WORKS:
I was speaking of the contracts covered by the
motionnow beforethe House. Thavehadsomecon-
versation on this subject with the hon. member
for Enoggera, the member for Wide Bay in the
House of Representatives, Mr. I'isher, and with
some others, and probably with some hon. mem-
bers who are now here. I asked them if they
could devise some means by which a man who
did not know anything about navvying, or who
was absclutely unfitted for the work, could be
dealt with. The only means I could devise—and
I may say that the gentlemen I have referred to
agreed with me—was by the adoption of what
is called the * butty-gang” system, by which some
of the work could be given to a gang of men, and
by which any ordinary navvy, who was able to
work, would be able to earn, say, 7s. per day.
If any man was not able to work, or if he was an
old man, rather than throw him on the charity
of the country and make him a pauper, or have
him rambling about the country, or dying in the
bush, this system would Pna,ble him, if he could
do 5s. worth of work in a day, to get that
amount, or, if he could work only half-a-day, he
would Dret 3s. 6d., while a good man would get
perhaps 8s. a day. It was based on the average
standard, which the engineer told me was about
7s. Now, if a man only works one or two hours
a day, or if he drinks, or if heis only prepared to
work at the  Government stroke,” and he only
earns 4s. or Ds. a day, and then it is said thab
that is the rate of wages paid by the Govern-
ment or by contractors, it will beabsolutely absurd
and false.

Mr, Lesixa: We do not say that.

The SECRETARY FORPUBLIC WORKS:
It has been said, and it has been said that this
is the rate of wages that this country is paying.
I have spoken longer than I intended. T did
not refer to New Zealand. Probably I might if
I had time, but notwithstanding the rate of
wages paid in New Aea,land—notwwhstandmg
thelr Arbitration and Conciliation Acts, T do
not think the people there are as well off as the
people here at the present time. I looked
up the list of unemployed in New Zealand in
one of their labour journals—there is a list of
the unemployed in the different districts—and I
find that they have agood many. They say that
the people came down to see the Duke and the
Princess—that was the excuse given for the great
number of unemployed when this was written
last month. They came several hundred miles
to see the Duke and Duchess. Of course, we
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can take that excuse as we like. I looked down
the columns to see where they came from, and I
did not see a single Queenslander among them,
showing that, notwithstanding the great condi-
tions existing there—thoughitissupposed tobe “a
land flowing with milk and honey”--the condition
of things is better in Queensland. If welookdown
the columns of the labour bureau here, how
many people do we find from the other colonies?

Mr, Lesing : How many families do you feed
in Brisbane now? Several hundred.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I will tell the hon. member about some of those
families. I know some cases where the Govern-
ment are feeding a man with a wife and family
of six children, and the man refused 30:. a week
and rations, and said he would make the
Government feed him. There are a great many
other cases like that. I hopethe Home Secretary
will take a note of it; and when wen can get
work but will not work, I hepe he will not allow
them to be fed at the expense of the honest hard-
working men of thiz country.

HoxNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. Bowyar : Why do you feed them if they
refuse work ?

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I would not feed them ; but the Government
feed them—and feed them often on the represen-
tations of members on the other side for political
purposes.

Mr., TURLEY : Absolutely untrue.

Mr. Bowynax : You cannot mention one case.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
The hon. member for Balonne will tell you a
great many cases,

Mr. StorY: In my district it is not their
business to get work, but to stay there for the
election,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS:
I have spoken longer than I intended, and I do
not think I need say any more. I think the
Secretary for Agriculture has something to say
on this question, and I am sure the House will
be very glad to hear what that hon. gentleman
has to say. He will say it a great deal better
than anything I could say on the subject, and he
will put it in a more interesting form. I wish to
say in conclusion, that if I thought the hon.
gentleman’s motion was calculated to benefit the
working classes of this country, without sacri-
ficing the interests of the other classes of the
community, no person would more readily
support it than I.  Everything in this world is
connected, more or less, with something else, and
when we speak about doing somethmg for any
particular class, whether it affects their material
interests or their liberty, we must see how it
affects or reacts upon other classes of the
community.

MEeMBERS on the Government side: Hear,

ear !

The SECRETARY FORPUBLICWORKS :
But it is characteristic of the hon. members who
sit with the mover of this motion that their
range of politics is limited. I ask him to
withdraw the motion and consider whether he
cannot devise some scheme which would be of
universal application—which would improve the
lot not only of the working classes but of every
other class in the community, without injuring
any class. If he can do that he will be con-
ferring a benefit not only on this House and the
people outside, but on the whole of the civilised
world. If he can do what I have indicated he
will do something which the greatest intellects
in the world have not succeeded in doing yet;
and if he does that there will be nobody more
ready than I to support the hon. gentleman.

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon): I do not think the
Minister for Works need have apologised for the
length of his speech. I am sure there is no one
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but would have been very glad to listen to him if
he once touched on the question before the
House, but when the hon. gentleman is beating
all round the bush and deliberately trying to
keep away from the question, I think there is an
excuse for getting somewhat tired of listening.
I was very sorry that the hon. gentleman when
rising on the first occasion as a Minister repre-
senting the Government on the front Ministerial
bench should have forgotten that he is now a
responsible Minister, and that he is not outside
electioneering and_trotting out the same old
bogey as usual. The speech made by the hon.
member for South Brisbane was one made by
a man who knew what he was talking about,
in contradistinction to that made by the hon.
gentleman, who got up and accused the mover
of this motion of electioneering. Of course the
hon. gentleman said he did not mean it, but
it looked very much like the case of one of his
own countrymen who said, ‘“Paddy, I have
lost my shovel, and you stole it, and that’s
a broad bint for you, be jabers!” The hon.
gentleman then went off into the same old
tirade, and I think it is one of the leading faults
-of the Ministerialists that they seem to have no
originality. When I camne here in 1893, every
time you saw anyone on the Ministerial side
speaking ou a question like this, there would be
the same old bogey—Trades Hall, Trades Hall
—ftrotted out. The hon. gentleman this after-
noon mentioned the Trades Hall just seventeen
times, and in doing so he was insulting the whole
of the working men of the country, because he said
that the men on this side never brought any-
thing forward except what would affect the men
under the dominance of Trades Hall, which
meant they were practically led by the nose. It
is just as well, as the hon. gentleman is doing a
bit of electioneering, for the people to know that
the head of the Government this afternoon has
said distinctly that he believes all the manual
labourers of this colony are a lot of unthinking
animals led by the nose by that bogey, the
Trades Hall.

An HonoUraBLE MEMBER : He did not say so.

Mr. BROWNE : He said the men on this side
never brought anything forward unless it was for
the crowd under the domination of Trades Hall.

The SECRETARY FOR PrBLIc WoORKS: I argued
they never brought anything forward for the
persons who most require protection ; and I am
not the ieader of the Government, anyhow.

Mr. BROWNE: The hon. gentleman was in
the position of leader of the Government this
afternoon.

The SECRETARY ¥OR Prnric WoRKS : No.

Mr. BROWNE : As Minister he was replying
to the mover of the resolution ; in fact, the other
Ministers were all away at the time, so he must
have been the head of the Government for the
time being.

The SECRETARY rOoR PUBLic WORKS: They
were all in the building.

Mr. BROWNE: They may have been here.
In this instance I am something like Sam
‘Weller. If I could see throngh two pine doors
and a shutter I might have seen them ; but hav-
ing only eyes, or only one that is of any use, my
vision was limited. I could not see them when
they were not here. I take no notice of this
Trades Hall bogey.

Mr. ANNEAR: Why do you refer to it then?

Mr. BROWNE : I said that the Minister
mentioned it seventeen times, and it seems to be
about the only stone he has to throw.

The Premiek: Do you want to disown the
Trades Hall ?

Mr. BROWNE : I have no more interest in it
than hon. gentlemen opposite, perhaps not so

i much, because some of them are, probably, con-
nected with the institution that lent money to
the Trades Hall on mortgage.

Mr. Lrsina : It doesn’t stink as much as the
Q. N. Bank, anyhow.

]
l Mr. BROWNZE : From that point of view he

has perhaps more interest in the Trades Hall

1 than I have, I am a member, and
i (530 p.m.] I hope I shall die a member, of a
trade union; and the particular

union to which I belong at Croydon—the Miners’
Association—is affiliated with the Awustralian
Labour Federation, which meets at the Trades
Hall. Apart from that I have no more to do
with the Trades Hall than the Pastoral Associa-
tion, which meets in the Couri¢r building, has
with the Cowrier newspaper. When the hon.
gentleman accuses people of being under the
domination of the Trades Hall, T would ask what
is to be thought of a gentleman administering one
of the biggest departments in the State, and at the
same time running a great financial institution
in the Cowrier building, where he does a good
deal of the work of the country, and where, no
doubt, many articles abusing us have originated?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : Can you
show that I have done anything wrong ?

Mr. BROWXNE : T am not concerned to show
what the hon. gentleman bas done wrong; I
know he seldom does what is right in my
opinion. The hon. gentleman in his speech not
only slated this party but he spoke in very con-
temptuons terms of some of the leading states-
men of Great Britain, for whom most of us have
a great respect. The London County Council
he would not touch with a pitchfork, And yet
the chairman of that body was at the time the
Earl of Dufferin, and amongst its members were
Lord Rosebery, Sir John TLubbock, Lord
Tarrar, and some of the most eminent states-
men and scientists of the day.

The SECRErARY Fok Preric Works: They
were in the minority.

Mr. BROWNE: After this any praise we
receive from the hon. gentleman should be
taken as an insult, and any insult as praise.
With regard to the question itself, it is a very
simple one, and was very clearly put by the hon.
member for South Brisbane. The first com-
plaint made by the Secretary for Public Works
was that the hon. member had not brought
forward & concrete case. But do we, when
passing laws against murder, wait for somebody
to be killed befire affixing a penalty for the crime?
No concrete instance was needed, It was
sufficient for the hon. member to show that in
every one of the Australian colonies, excepting
Queensland, this system has been in force for
many vears, and that in none was there any
| desire to go back upon it. Itisalsoin foree in
' the London County Council, which governs a
population larger than that of all the Australian
colonies, and has a tremendous revenue at its
command, where it has worked with complete
success. 1t is also in force in Birmingham,
where the present Secretary of State for the
Colonies, Mr. Chamberlain, began an agitation
for it as far back as 1874, and ultimately
carried it through. Of course, that is only
Joe Chamberlain, It is not the hon. member
for Bulloo, the Secretary for Works and Rail-
ways, who, with his chest swelled out, informed
a crowd of people the other night that he
was an employer of more labour than any
other man in Queensland. He bappens to be
for the time being Minister of a Government
department, paid by the taxpayers to perform
certain duties, and yet he tells them that he
‘w is employing more of them than any other
. man in {ueensland. The proposed system is
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better for the contractors as well as better for the
men, and it is also better for the professional
men in the service who have to prepare the
estimates for public works, whether it be the
Chief Engineer or the Government Architect.
A part of their estimate of cost is based on
the current rate of wages. The contractors do
the same. Under the existing system, if there
is only one sweating contractor out of twenty
he comes along, bases his tender on 1s. a day
less wages or an hour a day more work, and
gets the tender away from the honest contractor,
and the officer who drew up the estimate looks
very foolish when the contract price is seen to
be a long way below his estimate. Then we had
the old argument trotted out—if a minimum
wage is fixed what is to become of the little
fellows, the young fellows, or the very old
fellows. I would like to ask what becomes of
them now? If wages were only 2s. 6d. a day,
and I and the hon. member for Cairns, who is
fifteen or twenty years my junior and three or four
stoneheavier, wentat the same time to apply fora
job of manual labour, the employer would not
choose the little chap getting on in years, but the
big, strong young fellow. No doubt that is one
of the evils of the existing competitive system.
As a man grows older the less chance there is of
his getting employment in manual labour, and
every day that chance becomes smaller and
smaller. The very fact of a minimum wage
would give the older men a chance if it was done
in the way the Minister said he did with regard
to certain contracts. Supposing the minimum
wage is fixed at 5s. a day——

Mr. ARMSTRONG : Do you not think it may
become the maximum wage?

Mr. BROWNE: I certainly do not. Among
the 200 local governing bodies in Great Britain
which have adopted the system is Glasgow, the
council of which consists of abont as hard-
headed a body of Scotchmen as you will find
anywhere. Glasgow has been made the model
municipality of the world, and this was one of
the first things they started. Then they decided
to dispense with the contractor, and do as mach
work as possible by day labour under their own
uﬁjcers ; anything they did by ecuntract bad the
minimum wage clause inserted. That should be
evidence enough in its favour. And there is the
fact, which I stated before, that it is in force in
all the colonies but Queensland; but they are
all satistied with it, and would not dream of
doing away with it. 'When I was in Syduney
during the Commonwealth celebrations, I 'spoke
with many leading politicians of the south about
it, and withont an exception they all spoke
highly in its favour. I may say that I met
some men, even among those who generally
voice labour or democracy, who do not altogether
believe in conciliation or arbitration, and some
other measures; but every man I met, who
was at all conversant with the public works
of the colony, spoke in the highest terms of
the minimum wage on Government contracts.
The Secretary for Works, of course, said he
did not see why a maan working on a Govern-
ment contract should he paid any more than
anyone else. The resolution does not ask for
that. It simply asks that the Government
shall insist upon Government contractors paying
the current rate of wages—that is practically the
same rate as other people are paying, and as the
Government themselves are paying to the men in
their own employ. The hon. mewber for South
Brisbane did not intend to say that every
contractor, or the majority of contractors, are
sweaters. All he said was that in contracting,
as m all other trades or callings, there are men
who will cut other men down, and will take
advantage of the necessities of others,

Mr. ARMSTRONG : That is human nature.
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Mr. BROWNE: Well, knowing it to be
human nature and that we cannot change it, we
are trying to guard as much as we possibly can
by means of Acts of Parliament against the ill-
effects that may be brought upon the inhabitants
of this State or any other State. So far as this
State is concerned, the hon. member says ‘‘ why
should the State do it?” I think that every
political economist has always contended that it
was the duty of the State to set the example so
far as these things are concerned. I remembera
passage in the works of Harold Rogers, the great
political economist—of course he may not have
said as much as the hon. member the Secretary
for Works, but he has written more and he has
been listened to by more—and he points out that
employers will get labour cheap if they can—
that is their business; and the business of the
State is to see that they do not cut wages down
to that extent that it will do harm to the people
of the State, I think that is a very good line to
go upon. That is all that is being asked by this
resolution. The hon. member went on to read
a schedule of the wages in Victoria and Queens-
land, and he brought that in as having some-
thing to do with this question, but it has nothing .
to do with it at all. I may just as well say that
because the wages are lower in Victoria than
they are here, it is because Victoria is a great
deal older, or becanse Victoria is a great deal
smaller colony. Wages must always be lower
in Victoria than they are further north, and
I hope they will always be higher in the
Northern part of this colony than they are in
Victoria. I do not think anyone would say
that because they have a minimum wage in
Manchester the labourers get the same wages as
they do in Victoria, where they have a minimum
wage too. There is nothing in that argument ;
no comparison at ail. If we have higher wages
here that Is one of the reasons why we should
pass this resolution, because if, as the hon.
gentleman says, there are lower wages in the
other colonies, that is all the more temptation to
people to come here and pay lower wages, and
it shows the more necessity for a resolution such
as this, because there is all the more inducement
for contractors to come up here and bring up
low-paid men to compete with the local con-
tractor.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : What are wages ?

Mr. BROWNE : Well, the wages that we are
discussing——

Mr. ARMSTRONG : When you are discussing
the question of wages you should define what
wages are.

Mr. BROWNE : Well, wages are what 2 man
can get for his labour at any rate, but I am not
going to enter into a discussion with the hon.
member as to what wages are. What we are
concerned with is the current rate of wages. I
believe the current rate of wages being paid to
labouring men may be taken at 7s. per day, and
we say that the Government should place in
their contracts a provision that the contractor
who comes here to do the work shall pay some-
thing like the same rate of wages as are being
paid by other employers of the same class of
Iabgur in the district in which the work is situ-
ated.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : That is a fair conclusion.

Mr. BROWNE : I do not think there is any
injustice in that. Suppose we have a big con-
tract to let such as the new Lands Office in Bris-
bane. We know that the present contractor for
the new Lands Office is a very good employer of
labour and all the rest of it, and is paying a
certain rate of wages—supposing there is another
contract such as a new post office to be tendered
for, and some other man comes along from some
other place, knowing that at the present time
there are lots of unemployed abous, and tenders
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for the work allowing for a lower rate of wages
than is being paid by the local contractors? If
the local contractor tenders for that new build-
ing at the same rate as the contractor for
the Lands Office has done, and another comes
along knowing that we have got a lot of
unemploved here, and puts in a tender for
about 10 per cent. less in the belief that he
will be able to get labour at 1s. a day less,
would that be fair to the local contractors or to
the working men? I say it would not ; itiscarry-
ing the cut-throat system a little too far. Where
the danger of this resolution comes in I do not
know. The Secretary for Railways raised
another bogey in connection with the eight-hour
system. Does he mean to tell me that, because
there is an eight-hour system, a man is com-
pelled to work eight hours a day for forty-eight
hours inthe week ? That system recognises that
there shall be an eight-hours day of labour, but
it does not say that a man shall not work less.
Does not the hon. gentleman know that, under
the Mining Aect, it is compulsory that engine-
drivers shall not work more than eight hours
a day? Still there is not an engine-
driver in the North who works more than forty-
four hours a week, although the Act of Parlia-
ment says that his hours shall not be more than
forty-eight hours. In some other cases the Act
says that men shall not work more than eight
consecutive hours a day, but that does not say
that they shall not work less than that. That is
merely one of the bogeys that the hon. gentleman
has brought up against this resolution. The
hon. gentleman at the present time is a large
employer of labour, and I believe he is honest
when he says that he intends that the men
empluyed on the works being carried out by day
labour shall get a fair wage. But what possible
chance has the Government to make that
system a success if contractors are allowed to
come here and pay men as little as they like.
The hon. gentleman is carrying out one or two
of these works by day labour now, and is paying
the men employed somewhere about Gs. or 7s.
day in ordinary cases. Accounts will be kept,
and after that work is finished, the cost will be
reckoned. Suppose a contractor takes another
work of a similar character, and gets a big crowd
of men to work for him at 4s. 6d. or 5s. a day-—
when times are bad and men are unewployed
they are glad to accept almost anything—and
suppose the contractor completes the work for a
great deal less than the works cost which are
carried out by day labour, will the day labour
system have had a fair trial ?

The SECRETARY ¥OoR PrBLIc WORKS: I am not
trying it, I am doing iv.

Mr. BROWNE: T am aware that the hon.
gentleman is carrying cut work by day labour,
but I ask what chance will there be of proving
the success or non-success of that system if a
contractor builds another railway and gets men
to work for him for 5s. a day? Will the hon.
gentleman have any chance of making the day-
labour scheme appear a success on paper ?

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKS : On one
contract the Government have in hand now for
a railway the contractor is paying his men 7s.

a day.

Mr. BROWNE: I have not a word to say
about what any ecsntractor is paying. The con-
tractor in that case may be paying that amount,
but if another contractor competiag against him
paid less he would be penalised.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC WORKs: We will
not accept his tender it he is one of those men.

The PREMIER: Another contractor is paying
8s. a day.

Mr, BROWNE : I am quite aware that some
contractors pay reasonable wages, but there are
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others who do not. I know that generally in
the North it is recognised by the Works Depart-
ment that a higher rate of wages is paid there,
more especially in the Gulf country, than. in the
South, and, generally speaking, we have not had
much trouble in that connection. I know one
contractor who, knowing nothing about the
conditions of the North, went up there and took
a contract. He took with him one or two men,
who were engaged here at 8s. 6d. a day. At that
time the wages for carpenters in that district
was 15s. a day, and when those men found that,
they left the contractor, and he had to do the
job as best he could, with the result that he lost
a great deal of money by the contract. He had
tendered for a small Government work, but he
would not go on with that. 1f there had been bad
times up there and a lot of unemployed about,
which there was not, that contractor would have
gone on with both contracts, and have cut down
the wages in the district and have hunted the
local contractors, who had spent a great deal of
money on plant and material, out of the place.
But the conditions being favourable to the work-
men and not favonrable to the contractor, he did
not do that. I do not see what need there was
for the Secretary for Public Works $0 make this
so strongly a party question. The question is
one which hon. members on the other side should
look at with just as much interest as we on this
side do, because the establishment of a minimum
wage on (Government contracts is just as much
in the interests of the contractor and the busi-
ness man as it is in the interest of the working
men. Do not hon. members know how, when
some of our railways were being constructed
by contractors and sub-contractors, business men
and boarding-house keepers were let in? That
was the result in most cases of the work
being let at a price which could not pos-
sibly pay at the current rate of wages. The
adoption of this proposal cannot hurt anybody.
According to the evidemce we have of the
working of the principle in large towns at
home and in the other colonies, 1t has been a
success. JFrom the reports made by Mr. John
Young, when he was at home the year before
last—that is the last year he was in office—it
appears that the enforcement of a minimum
wage in contracts has worked satistactorily, and
he favoured the day-labour system of carrying
out public works.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC WORKS : And the
working men passed a vote of censure on him.

Mr. BROWNE : I do not know that they did.
Mr, TrrLEY : They did not.

Mr. BROWNE : I do not think they would
pass a vote of censure on a man for introducing a
minimum wage.

Mr. McMasTER: Yes, they did; I quoted it
in this House.

Mr. BROWNE: I donot think any evidence
has been adduced to show that working men
passed a vote of censure on anyone for introdue-
ing a minimum wage, At any rate, it seems
very strange to me how contractors or business
men can oppose a motion of this sort, eonsidering
that the principle it emhbodies has been adopted
and worked with success in London, Gl.a,sg.ow,
Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, and Birming-
ham, and that it was brought forward and advo-
cated by leading business men in those communi-
ties. 1t was not working men, but leading men
of experience, who had most to do with the
adoption of the principle in those places, and it
has been the same in the other colonies. The
systern has passed its experimental stage, and we
have the experience of other places to guide us
in the matter, I hope that, if the motion goes
to a division, hon. members on both sides will
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look upon it as a question in which we are all
equally interested, and not make it a party
question.

The SECRETARY FOR PUsLic Womks : I did
not make it a party question,

_Mr. BROWNE : Many of us have earned our
living as workmen. I was just as good when I
used a pick and shovel as T am now, and I am
not ashamed of the work in which I was en-
gaged. The Secretary for Public Works was
also every bit as good when he followed another
occupation as he is now, if not better. I have
nothing more to say. I shall support the motion.

Mr. ARMSTRONG (ZLockyer): Recognising
the importance of this matter, as we have only
about four minutes left for further discussion,
I hope the House will allow me to move the
adjournment of the debate.

Question put and passed ; and resumption of
debate made an Order of the Day for Thursday,
19th September,

SUPPLY.
REStMPTION OF COMMITTEE—I)EBATE OX
FINANCIAL STATEMENT,

Question—That there be granted to His
Majesty, for the service of the year
1901-1902, a sum not exeeeding £300,
to defray the salary of the aide-de-
camp to His Excellency the (Governor—stated.

Mr., FOGARTY (Drauton and Toowoomba) :
I should not have troubled the Committee by
speaking during this debate if it had not been
for the proposed reduction in the endowment to
local bodies, which is a very drastic measure, and
which will inflict a considerable amount of hard-
ship upon all classes of people. I think myself,
notwithstanding the necessity for economy, even
at the eleventh hour, the Treasurer should
increase the amount of endowment, and restore
it to what it was last year—£105,000. It is por-
fectly true that during last session increased
obligations were thrown upon local authorities.
A Health Commissioner was appointed at a very
large salary and with very large powers. That
gentleman is exceedingly active in the dis-
charge of his duties, and is compelling local
authorities to perform very expensive works.
It is possible that in the interests of the
health of the people wanitary reform should be
put into operation as early as possible, but we
were given to understand that although con-
siderable powers would be given to the local
authorities, financial assistance would also be
given to them. One gentleman in speaking
pointed out that divisional boards had a much
stronger claim to assistance than municipalities
or shires. I think quite differently. If a divi-
sional board has been extremely extravagant in
the past, those local bodies who have been
careful in the expenditure of their revenues
should not be penalised. The member for
Mackay, Mr. Paget, in speaking last night,
pointed out that the Pioneer Divisional Board,
of which he isthe chairman, bad met all its
obligations, and he protested against a reduction
of the endowment as the revenues of that board
were, comparatively speaking, very small.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR AGRICULTURE : They are
only relatively small. As a matter of fact, the
board has one of the largest revenues in the
colony.

Mr, FOGARTY : I thinkif it is necessary for
the Pioneer Board to have a greater revenue,
there should be no difficulty in attaining that
result. If the case of the Seaforth Hstate is a
fair criterion of the values assessed by that
board, then I say the division is certainly under-
valued, and those districts which have struck
the maximum rate should receive more assist-
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ance than the Treasurer contemplates giving. I
know of several local bodies who are unable to
meet their present engagements, aud in the
event of the Health Officer compelling those
bodies to carry out certain sanitary reforms,
which may be very necessary, it will be utterly
beyond their means, and the consequence will
be that the places will get a bad repute,
and people will possibly flee from them as
from plague-stricken districts. Hence a very
considerable reduction in the value of pro-
perty will naturally occur. I am of opinion
that all should be assisted. I have no hesitation
in saying, as far as the expenditure of public
money is concerned, the local bodies show more
for the moneys they have expended than any
other branch of the State—moneys expended to
very great advantage——but, as I pointed out,
unfortunately the revenue is too Jimited. Dr.
Ham, the present Health Commissioner, who is
a most excellent officer, is exceedingly vigilant
just now, and he calls upon the local bodies to
immediately construct heavy sanitary works
and waterworks, which run into hundreds of
thousands of pounds. Well, I think it nothing
but fair that these bodies should receive some
kind of assistance. If the municipalities do not
receive the assistance they absolutely need, it
will have a tendency to reduce the municipal
population. Tt is well known that people who
are alive to the interests of their pocket live
in the suburbs, and invariably the taxation of
the suburbs is cousiderably less—less even by
more than one-half—than in the municipalities.
They reap all the benefits of municipal expendi-
ture and improvements, and pay nothing in
return. Therefore, I say if any persons have a
special claim it is the municipalities and shires
of Queensland. I understood the hon. member
for Mackay to say that in the past money had
been squandered as far as his district was
concerned, and as an illustration he pointed out
that roads were formd at a cost of 1s. 44d. per
chain. I have a little knowledge of local
government administration, and 1 certainly
would not care to term any highway a road thas
was improved at that cost. In some districts
that expenditure would scarcely disturb the
virgin soil, and it would be almost impossible to
even align the channels, without going into any
permanent work at all. Unfortunately for some
of the local bodies, although the land is of a
useful and fertile nature, and exceedingly good
for the production of wealth, it is equally
as Dbad for read-making purposes. 1f the
country is barren the expense of forming and
establishing roads is not so very great. In
country such as that on the Downs the soil ix
first-class, but not for this purpose, and hence it
entails the expenditure of a very large sum of
money on the local aunthorities. In the munici-
pality that I have the honour to share in the
representation of we have been extremely careful
in the past. I will say that the members of the
council in the early days were men who laid the
foundations of almost a modet city.  They bor-
rowed very cautiously. It isvery truethat their
borrowing powers have been considerably ex-
tended by fresh legislation in the direction of not
considering money obtained for waterworks pur-
poses, but we have borrowed a considerable sum
of money for waterworks purposes, and the town
has grown to such an extent that we are
endeavouring to provide a further scheme. The
Hydraulic Engineer’s Department has reported
from time to time, and at very considerable ex-
pense to the corporation—it has cost us some £200
or £300. T believe it was money well spent, but
the lowest estimate, and that which the
Hydraalic Engineer recommended, was to cost
£300,000. Now, that is a very large sum of
money indeed, and, if it had been borrowed two
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or three years ago, the money would have been
expended now, but hardiy any water would have
fallen from the heavens. The consequence is
that the burden would have fallen very heavily
upon the municipality of Toowoomba. Some of
the neighbouring shires are small and their
revenues are small likewise, The values are
fairly good, and they are not at all niggardly in
the valuations. The people cheerfully submit to
the values that are placed upon their properties,
but still the revenues are small. T say, without
fear of contradiction, that there is no part of
Queensland, and no part of the continent, in
which money hasbeen more judiciously expended
than in the shires surrounding Toowoomba, It
is not a matter of boasting. I am simply plead-
ing for worthy and deserving bodies, and I
regret that the Treasurer has thought fit to
reduce the amount of endowment to such a con-
siderable extent.

Mr. McMasTER : He could not help himself.

Mr. FOGARTY : Federation is likely to still
further-reduce our revenue. The probability is
that intercolonial freetrade will have that effect.
Before I depart from the question of the endow-
ment to local authorities, T desire to say that I
think that this cheeseparing is unworthy of the
reputation of the Treasurer, and unworthy of the
reputation of the State of Queensland. T know
perfectly well that in a very short while appeals
will be made to the Treasurer with a view to
restoring this £45,000. Several local authorities
already, in public meetings assembled, have
carried resolutions protesting against this cheese-
paring policy, and any person at all acquainted
with the great resources of (Queensland will
admit that £45,000 is a very small item in-
deed, and, instead of assisting the Treasury, the
chances are that it will be a direct loss in
this way : If the unfortunate ratepayers are
burdened to such an extent that their purchasing
powers are seriously diminished aloss will acerue
through that channel, and a loss to the State
probably much greater than the proposed reduc-
tion in the endowment. T hope that the Tres-
surer will see his way to restore the £45,000,
especially in the face of the proposed amendment
of the Tocal Government Act. I believe the
Home Secretary has a Local Government Bill
on the stocks, and, according to His Excellency’s
Opening Speech, it is likely to become law this
session, If it becomes law it will certainly
extend the powers of the local bodies con-
siderably, but unfortunately there is no financial

assistance proposed to be given to carry out

those extended powers, and it is utterly impos-
sible for them to carry on unless they are
assisted In some way. In the Bill the
Government are extreruely careful in guard-
ng Government property, which is to be exempt
from local taxation. Well, I hope the House
has sufficient good sense to remove an objection-
able clause of that sort in the new Bill. The
people form the Government, they are the
country, and any injury done to the people is a
direct injury to the State. The Treasurer is
reported to have seen the error of his ways in
connection wish the imposition of a penny stamp
duty upon all accounts from 10s. up to 20s. If
the original proposal were carried into effect it
would bhe a very serious burden upon small
traders—a burden they would be unable to bear,
as the competition in mercantile life is so keen
that they could not by any possible means
recoup themselves from their customers. But
the Press has reported that the Treasurer intends
to confine himself to the original pavment of
1d. on 20s. and upwards. I think that from
£2 upwards duty is to be 2d. Well, we
may term that a very handsome sum, and
receipts of £2 and vpwards will not bear so
heavily upon the poorer portion of the com-
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munity as the original proposal. Apart from the
disastrous dronght and nntoreseen expenditure in
connection with the trouble in South Africa,
things are not at all promising, and it does not
appear to me that the usual caution has been
exercised in the administration of the affairs of
the State. However, an unforeseen legacy fell
into the hands of the Treasurer through the death
of the late Hon. James Tyson. Millionaires do
not die every day, but the chances are that the
revenue derived from the Tyson estate will more
than counterbalance any loss incurred in connec-
tion with the sending of troops to South Africa,
s0 that we cannot consider that a loss at all.
The ‘[reasurer states that debentures are to be
jssued with a currency of ten years, carrying,
probably, 3% per cent, interest. I think that
the hon. gentleman should make arrangements
for retiring these debentures annually, retiring
first those for which he has to pay the
highest premium, and leaving those which are
issued at a reasonable rate to continue for the
ten years if necessary. With a return of good
seasons, combined with careful administration,
there should be no necessity to wait ten years
for a return of prosperity, provided that federa-
tion has not the disastrous effect that I am sadly
afraid it will bring upon this State. Some hon.
members who bave spoken advocate additional
taxation. Well, if additional taxation is neces-
sary, certainly a land tax should not be oneof
the forms which it should take. We have
already a land tax in operation in the shape of
the local authorities, and, with the extended
powers it is proposed to give them, if they
use those powers to their fullest extent, we
will have a very severe land tax. True,
there is a Jand tax in Victoria, but that
State is developed to the very fullest extent, and
is populated to its utmost carrying capacity.
We are not yet in that position; but when we
have reached that stage—perhaps fifty years
hence—our taxation will be very small when
distributed amongst such a large population as
we shall have then. I approve of anincome tax,
but I am of opinion that salaries under £300 a
year should not be touched, and that as they in-
crease beyond £300 a year they should be taxed
in proportion. I believe also in an absentee tax.
T have personal knowledge of two very valuable
properties returning a princely revenue to the
fortunate owners, who escape taxation except
that imposed by the local body, which is not very
heavy.

Mr. ARVSTRONG: Does not the dividend tax
touch them ?

Mr. FOGARTY : Not in any way. They
have benefited largely by the unearned incre-
ment in consequence of settlement and the
expenditure of public money, and I say that
those gentlemen can very well atford to pay an
absentee tax, and I hope the time will come
when a tax upon absentees will be impozed. T
may say that I make this suggestion in no
unkind spirit. If the burden of taxation is tobe
borne, it should be placed on the strengest and
broadest shoulders, and if placed upon the
shoulders of such men as those referred to in my
illustration, it will not be at all felt. There is
another tax—one that has not been mentioned
up to the present—and that is a bachelor tax.

HoxoUrasLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. FOGARTY : I believe the Treasurer
might very well pnt that tax into operation. I
understand that some hon. members have antici-
pated a tax of thisnature and have changed their
condition and become respectable members of
society. But I approach this matter with bated
breath, becavse I am standing on dangerous
ground, and the Darling Downs Gazette will
probably slate me.

My, Toraig : It is very reasonable.
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Mr. Jenkivson: He is gebting married as ' money expended in the repurchase of land

quickly as he can.

Mr. FOGARTY : Iamglad tohearit. Ihope
the hon. member for Croydon, the leader of the
Opposition, will follow the example.

Mr. BrowxE : I would rather pay the tax,

Mr. FOGARTY : The Government have
spent a very large sum of wmoney --about £500,000
—in connection with the sugar industry, and it
is proposed to supplement that amount with
another £25000. Like other hon. members I
would like to see the sugar industry prosper, but
there are other branches of the agricultural
industry to be considered, and they are quite as
important as canegrowing, I do not sez why
the wheat and barley farmer should not be pro-
tected and assisted as well as the canegrower.
If the Government are anxious to give assistance
to agriculture in general, I would like them to
give effect to the report of the Chief Engineer
for Railways, Mr. Stanley, by constructing
light lines of railway to the d:fferent agricul-
tural centres which are now thickly populated.

Ho~NoUraBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. FOGARTY : The hon. member for Wide
Bay reminds me that the House has consented
to a motion for giving effect to Mr. Stanley’s
recommendation, and I would ask why did not
the Government give effect to it ?

Mr, Jaokson : And why did not they provide
for old age pensions?

Mr. FOGARTY : T have no doubt that in the
near future that will be an accomplished fact ;
but it will run into a very considerable sum of
money. The only feasible proposal I have heard
in regard to the cost of providing old age pensions
fell from the Hon. J. G. Drake when seeking
the suffrages of the electors of (Jueensland.
He said that a fund might be provided by
leasing the land in connection with the federal
eity, and the money used for the purpose
of providing old age pensions, Notwithstanding
the large amount paid on account of pensions in
New Zealand, the people there are in a prosper-
ous coudition. Referring again to the question
of light lines of railway to agricultural centres,
I consider that it is the bounden duty of the Go-
vernment to give the agriculturists in West
Moreton, on the Darling Downs, in the Wide
Bay distriet, and in other closely settled parts
of the colony, facilities for reaching the Brishane
market, because there is a larger population in
Brisbane and the consumption 1s greater than in
the remainder of the State. I have no doubt
that early next year when we are compelled to
approach our masters, the electors, the question
of these light lines of railway will play a
prominent part in the programme addressed by
the different caindidates to the electors. Mr.
Stanley’s report has been a considerable time in
hand. He was sent to Xurope at considerable
expense to get the information to make that
report, and we were given to understand, prior
to his leaving, that all the Government needed
was information, and that if that information
was of a desirable nature, effect would be
immediately given to the recommendations made
by Mr. Stanley. Though he has strongly recom-
mended the construction of light lines of railway,
up to the present that recommendation is simply
confined to his report. I am of opinion that
there should be at least half-a-dozen of these
lines in actual operation at the present time.
Therefore, although I agree to money being
advanced to the canegrowers, I think that it is
high time some other portion of the agricul-
tural industry should receive some assistance.
1t is possible that some hon. members repre-

) senting cane-growing constituencies
{7'30 p.m.] may point out that there has been
. a fairly large sum of money ex-
pended in the repurchase of land. True; but the

entails no loss to the general taxpayer, or rather
it entails no risk. I will not be so unkind as to
say that the £300,000 advanced to the cane-
growers will not be returned ; but I will say,
without fear of contradiction, that 1t is a very
open question, and that a very considerable risk
is placed upon the general taxpayer of the State.
I hope it will be returned in full, and I am
satisfied that those who have had this assistance
are as anxious to see the money returned to
the State as I am myself. Another matter
to which I will refer is one which I ventilated
when I first came into the House, and that
is, that in my opinion we are not receiving
sufficient revenue from our lands. If the pas-
toralist in the West, in the possession of large
tracts of land—as large as some of the countries
of Burope—at 7d. per acre cannot get on, the
grazing farmer with 20,000 acves, for which he
is compelled to pay 2d. an acre, is apparently
able to make both ends meet.

Mr. ArmsTRONG : No, be is not, .

Mr. FOGARTY : Well, so far, the wail has
only come from the large holders, for whom I
have the greatest sympathy, and am prepared to
express that sympathy in a practical form when
the proper time arrives. They can only restock
by breeding up. There is no place that I am
aware of where stock can be purchased. If the
large areas I am speaking of are suitable for
grazing farms settlement, it would be far better
to have thirty, forty, or fifty people upon a run,
with their families, than to have it in the hands
of one person. And what is more, the natural
increase of stock would be at a much greater rate
than under the present condition of things. It
is well known that the percentage of natural
losses is not nearly as great on a grazing farm as
on large pastoral holdings.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : Why?

Mr. FOGARTY : For this reason, that there
is much more care and attention bestowed by the
small mian upon his stock.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : No; because the one breeds
stock and the other buys it. Thegrazing farmer
does not breed stock.

Mr. FOGARTY : I admit that the hon. merm-
ber for Lockyer has an intimate knowledge of
the pastoral industry ; but Ihave not gone about
the world for the last forty years with my eyes
closed. I also know something about it; and I
repeat that the losses are much greater on large
holdings than on small ones.

Mr. ArMSTRONG : That is quite true,

why ?

Mr., FOGARTY : The hon. member and
myself are apparently agreed upon that
If the large holdings were cut up, and

but
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fifty persons with their families were settled
uvpon them, it would bring in an enormous
revenue—very nearly £1,000,000 more than we
are receiving from pastoral rents—and there
would be a considerable increase of population of
a permanent nature, and more employment would
ke given. There are certain improvements that
are absolutely necessary for a grazing farmer to
effect. He has to fence, to put up buildings, and
soon, and if his capital islimited, as hisbanking ac-
countincreaseshewillincreasehisholding,  From
almost every point of view the grazing farmer is
more desirable to the State than the large run-
holder, and I trust grazing farmers will receive a
considerable amount of encouragement and at-
tention. I know of one gentlemen who selected
some 9,000 acres in the Springsure district—a
friend of my own of nearly thirty years’ standing
—who assured me the year before last that off
this 0,000 acres he received a net return of
£1,275 for his clip of wool, irrespective of the in-
crease of stock.
Mr. ARMSTRONG : What was his debt?
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Mr, FOGARTY : His debt was nothing. He
went on to the land with a certain amount of
capital, and was in a position to fence, buy
stock, and erect the necessary outbuildings
independent of any outside financial assistance.
T also know of another case of two brokers who
took up a grazing homestead, and who cleared
£900 tue year before last. This conclusively
pruves that if a graziog farmer has a little
capital to start with, is careful, has a kuowledge
of his business, and does vot overstock,
his future is assured. And when the time
arrives at which to surrender his holding, it
will he very considerably enhanced in value, and
the State will reap the benefit. Another matter
I wish to draw attention to is the cumbersome
means we have of reaching Toowoomba—that is,
the tremendous mileage we traverse between
Helidon and Toowoomba. Mr. Stanley points
out that if the elevation is so great that it is im-
possible to reach Toowoomba in the ordinary
mode of railway construction arack line should
be substituted for the roundabout line we have at
the present time. With that, and the Drayton
deviation, the journey from Brisbane to Sydney
and Melbourne would be considerably decreased
in duration.

My, Givexs : Would not the vic recta suit you
better ?

Mr. FOGARTY : I know nothing at all about
the vin recta. A very considerable saving may
be effected by shortening the distance between
Toowoomba and Helidon, 1 know the distance
as the line travels is something like 28 or 20
miles, and the distance by road is nearly 12
miles, and as the crow flies, only about 8. I
know the country very well, and I would under-
take to leave Toowoomba at 9 and reach
Helidon at 19 o’clock.

Mr, ArMsTRONG: You could not do it now,
the road is too bad. :

Mr., FOGARTY: In the Chamber of Com-
merce, I think the question was raised by Mr,
Paterson, that if the Government—I may say
I advocated exactly the same thing in this House
in 1895—erected sheds for the purpose of storing
agricultural produce, in the event of an advance
taking place in the market, the farmer would be
in a position to reap the benefit of that advance.
That idea has been considered by the respective
Chambers of Commerce throughout the State,
and as far as I know one and all approve of it.
Well, the cost will be very small, and as the
{rovernment up to the present do not seem: desir-
ous of constructing the light line of railway that
Tadvocate, I say that they should give some small
assistance in the erection of these sheds, and
if it is necessary to make them self-supporting,
a very small charge should be made for storage.
I know the farmers would willingly pay it, as
the black soil of the country is utterly impass-
able to wheeled trafiic after it is thoroughly
saturated. After a heavy downfall for two or
three days in succession, I know a number of
blacksoil plains that are almost impassable for
wheel traffic of any weight for at least three
weeks. The consequence iz, that if there is
an advance in the market meanwhile, they
have no chance of obtaiining the benefit of i,
because all their pruduce reaches the market
at once, and the market becoming glutted,
instead of making a profit they prohably lose,
Therefore, I hope the Minister will see his
way clear to recommend the assistance that
I speak of. Now, a gentleman, speaking in
connection with the colony of New Zealand,
pointed out that, owing to radical legislation,
they were not making the progress that we are
led to believe. Well, I believe that it is owing
to the radical legislation and the excellent
administration that New Zealand occupies the
proud position of being by far and away the
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most progressive colony of the Australasian
group. The growth of New Zealand has been
marvellous ; it has not been brought about by
any artificial means, Lut by wise laws and
effective administration,

Mr., Lesiva : Honest administration.

Mr. FOGARTY : Yes, honest administra-
tion. The net return in New Zealand per head

for 1891 was £230, and in 1900 the net return
per head was £296, a clear gain of £66. Well, that
is an enormous gain. Since 1891, enormous
increases in land settlement have oceurred. The
people passing money through the savings bank
and other banking institutions had to their credit
in 1891, £13,000,000, and in 1900, £22,000,000—
that speaks for itsslf ; it requires no explanation
on my part to show that the growth of hard cash
deposits has been marvellous. The Increase
in the value of property, according to the latest
statistics, from 1891 to 1900 was £18,000,000. The
land under cultivation has alsc increased. In
1891 it was 8,400,000 acrex ; in 1900, 12,(:00,000—
a very large increase indeed. The increase in
revenne between 1891 and 1900 was no less than
£12,000,000. The exports in 1891 amounted to
£9,500,000, and in 1900 to £13,240,000. The
factory hands—that is the industrial scetion of
this progressive State—have increased, from 1891
to 1900, from 25,000 to 200,000, notwithstanding
the failure of the flax erop. Had the flax crop
been as good as usual the number would have
been considerably more than it is at the present
time; but even at this stage I think that you will
agree that this particular section in the indus-
trial portion of that State has made very great
progress, while the wages pail in the State
of New Zealand are greater than any other
State in Australia. However, they are not
at all anxious to embrace federation ; they know
perfectly well that the only market they have is
that of the old country, and for this reason—they
occupy the position of being able to supply all
their own wants, and hence any compact entered
into in conpection with the Commonwealth
would be disastrous to their best interests. If
they attempted to throw in their lot with ours it
would be wholly and solely with the object of
flooding the markets of Australia, and particu-
larly those of the State of Queeunsland, with
their produce. T know the seasons are regular
there, and it reqoires no greatly scientific agri-
culture to produce crops. With the ordinary
system of cultivation, the rainfall being regular,
there is not the slightest ditficulty in calculating
the probable return from the acreage under
cultivation. But, unfortunately, we are not in
that position. We meet from time to time with
adverse seasons. Taking the history of the
colony from that time up to the present, I do not
think we have anything to be alarmed about.
The Treasurer points out that there is no par-
ticular reason why we should become alarmed.
I am exactly of the same opinion. I have no
hesitation in saying that, with two or three
years good seasons, without additivonal taxation,
we shall recover the position that we occupied
prior to this disastrous drought and the pest, in
the shape of ticks, which has inflicted a consider-
able amount of injury upon the leading industry
of the colony—to wit, that of the pastoralists.
I certainly am not in sympathy with the pro-
posal to sell large blocks of lands. 1 do not
think there is any necessity for selling land.
When good seasons return the rvevenue will
increase to such an extent that there will be no
necessity to sacrifice the public estate, If that
is done we shall have a repetition of what
occurred in the early days on the Darling
Downs, Prubably after T have passed away the
seasons may change, and the climate also.
(Laughter,) Even if I got into a more sultry
cllmate than that of Queensland I believe I should
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meet some very good friends there. However, as
I said, the seasons may change, and it will pro-
bably be found that the lands which it is now con-
templated to sell at 10s. per acre have been sacri-
ficed, and the second generation, if not the present
generation, will agitate in the same way as we
are doing now for the repurchase of land for
close settlement. The Government are simply
trustees for the people, and if they play fast and
loose with the public estate by selling it they
will prove unfaithful to their trust. It may not
be possible for us to bring them to book, but pos.
terity will certainly not send prayersaloft for their
benefit. Even last year a considerable quantity
of land was sold in excess of the area alienated
in the preceding year. The Treasurer says

The area sold by auction during the year was 39,517
acres in €xcess of the previous year's sales, the respee-
tive areas being 11,118 acres and 50,625 acres, the prices
realised being £23.552 0s. 10d. and £47,202 125, 3d.
Notwithstanding this huge sacrifice, we find that
we have now a deticit of £328,000, which is a
very large sum. I entirvely disapprove of the
Government continuing to sell land in this way.
What is needed is this : When the present lea<es
of Crown lands expire. if the lands are atall
suitable for close settlement, those leases should
not be renewed, but the land should be thrown
open to selection. I remember a letter appearing
in the Courier in relation to certain leases in the
coastal distriet, and the writer stated that if the
Government could see their way clear to extend
those leases for another fourteen years—I think
they have six years to run from the present
time—the lessees would be quite prepared to
give a consideratle increase on the present
rentals., That would be a disastrous policy.
‘We have scarcely half a million «f people on our
territory at the present time, but if these runs
fall in and they are at all suitable, I think it will
be the very best means of increasing the popu-
lation of a permanent nature if the land was
thrown open to selection. It is well known that
permanent settlers enhance the value of the
State and also of their own respective holdings.
I bave shown that notwithstanding the sales of
last year the deficit is a very large one; but
there is nothing to be alarmed at, for it is only a
matter of time when things will adjust them-
selves. If the Government, however, continue
selling lands for the purpose of meeting extrava-
gant expenditure, then it is only a matter of
time when they will reach the end of their
tether, and they will then be compelled to
impose additional taxation, Additional taxation
is not desirable in any shape or form, and I
myself am perfectly satisfied that there is no
necessity for it. The Treasurer concluded as
follows :—

We consider that, if Dy the alienation of a small
portion of our estate which is never likely to be
required for close settlement we can tide over our pre-
sent ditficulty, it will be wise, in the interest of the
State, tn do so rather than to Lurden the people with
additional taxation which might not be necessary. and
would tend to retard our progress. On the whole, the
cloud which at present overshadows the State, is not
50 dense that we cannot see the sunshine heyond. We
have every confidence in the resources and recupera-
tive powers of Queensland, and in the courage and
energy of its people, which have heen proved by
experience ; and we are satisfied that, with economy
in expenditure, a reaxonable tariff, and average sesu-
sons, we shall soon resume our former prosperous
condition, and talke our position as one of the leuding
States in the Commonwealth.

The latter portion ¢f that I thoroughly agree
with, and I believe this desirable condition of
things will be reached without selling land. I
certainly would very much like to know how it
will beascertained that the land they contemplate
selling by public auction will not be needed for
close settlement. They possibly will say the
rainfall is scanty, and a number of other lame
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excuses may be offered. But as our railways
extend, and as close settlement extends, what is
now looked upon as not being ahsolutely neces-
sary for close settlement, may five years hence
be as much needed as the land in the vicinity
of Warwick, Dalby, or Toowoomba. There-
fore, T will not be a party to the proposal
submitted to the House that a certain portion
of land should be sold for the purpose of
providing money to meet this deticit. I think
we are on the turn of the tide of prosperity,
and if so, long before the debentures mature,
there will be no need at all to sacrifice a
single perch of land. The revenue will be so
great, with increased population through land
settlement and the increase of land revenue,
that I am satisfied that we shall by that time
have a credit balance of at least £1,500,000.

Mr. RYLAND (Gumpie): I wish to say a few
words with regard to the proposed curtailment
of the endowment to local aushorities, which I
think is the most cruel aspect of the Financial
Statement. Now, the Incal bodies have struck

their rates for this year, and conse-

[$ p.m.] quently even if they had increased

power to make higher rates they
cannot do so for this year; they cannot or will
not redunce their expenses in connection with
their offices, and they cannot get increased
accommodation by way of overdrafts. Conse-
quently the whole effect of this reduction will
come upon the wages man. The wages man who
is working with the pick and shovel will suffer
most szeverely. T think it is not at all
desirable that this state of things should be
brought about, because it will do more than
anything else to increase the number of the
unemployed. We are told that, at the present
time, there are a large number of unemployed in
the different parts of the colony, and it is very
undesirable that we should do anything which
will add to their ranks. Instead of reducing the
endowment, I think it would be far preferable to
continue it on last year’s basis. In his State-
ment the Treasurer says that the endowments to
local authorities are reduced from £105,000 to
£60,000, and that, if the Government struck off
the whole amount, it would have been equivalent
to putting on a fresh land tax. Now, I con-
tend that the rates raised by local authorities
are not, in the right sense of the word, a
land tax, and that a land tax would be far
more equitable instead of reducing the endow-
ments, In going intoc this question we find
that the local authorities get very much of
their rates from the small holders of land, the
Act compelling them to adopt a minimum
valuation. By a land values tax, as advocated
by this side of the House, these small holders
would not be taxed at all, because there would
be an exemption. T should say that £200 or
£300 would be a fair exemption, and even with
that exemption we should get a fair return from
the large centres of population, especially in the
city of Brisbane, where large land values exist.
Now, I would just point out one particular
instance of the way in which a land tax would
work in oppssition to the rating of local authori-
ties. 1 will refer to the divisional board with
which T am best acquainted, which is in a
farming district, and thickly populated. The
valuation in the Widgee Division amounts to
£104,000. Exempting the pastoral and other
lands, the valuation is £180,000 on freehold land.
Well, if we exempt up to £300 we have a ratable
value of £30,000, which, on 1d. in the £ basis,
would give £125. The Widgee Division, there-
fore, by striking a land tax, would pay £125 to
the State, and upon the basis of last year’s
endowment would receive £6235. Now, take
another example from the large centres of popu-
lation—the North Brisbane Municipal Council.
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We find that its valuation is nearly £6,000,000. |

If we exempt the first £300, the valuation is
brought down to something like £3,250,000, and
at 1d. in the £, that would bring in £22,000.
Last year the North Brisbane Council drew in
endowment a litsle over £17,000 ; so yousee that
by striking a land tax, and keeping up the
present endowment, the outside districts would
pay in less and receive more. In the case of the
Widgee Division, for every £1 they paid in land
value taxation they would receive in endowment
£5, while in North Brisbane municipality for
every £l they paid they would draw 15s. 8d.
in endowment, That is the way in which a
land value tax would work in opwosition to the
ratex, It would collect a fund from the large
centres of population and from the large holders
of land, and distribute it over the country dis-
tricts where the small holders and struggling
selectors live. Continuing the illustration in
connection with the Widgee Division, it only
received endowment last year on two-thirds of
its rates. It only received endowment on 1id.
in the £, although they had to levy special rates
in the division to meet their requirements,
Consequently they received no endowment what-
ever on the special rates.” They only received
endowment on £1,200 of rates, and there was
+£841 which they collected on which they received
no endowment. In Brisbane, on the other hand,
they received endowment on the whole of their
rates. Theyfoundin North Brisbane that, by strik-
ing a rate of 1d. in the &£, they could get enough
revenue, not only to do their general work, make
their streets, and do their lighting, but it also
gave them sufficient to pay interest on their
debentures. In connection with this, there was
a great objection raised some time ago when one
of the Brisbane municipalities, by conniving at
the Local Government Act, not only got endow-
ment on the rate struck for general purposes, but
also on their loan rates.

Mr. McMasTER: No!

Mr. RYLAND : I have their balance-sheet
here, and it shows that they have no other
source of revenue than their rate of 1d. in the £,
and they get endowment on the whole of that,
and paid in interest over £14,000. I con-
tend that, in justice to the local authorities,
especially those in outside districts, the endow-
ment should be continued, and that a land value
tax should be struck to meet it—say at the rate
of 1d. in the £. I do not think that it is fair at
all that the endowment should be distributed on
the present basis, because we find that the poor
local bodies have to impose high rates, and have
also to impose special loan rates, and they get
no endowment on such special rates at all; while
a wealthy municipality is able to pay interest
on its loans out of its ordinary rate, and hence
gets endowment on 1its loan rate as well
as on its general rate. The total valuation on
freehold lands in Queensland is something like
£31,000,000, and, if we exempt £7,000,000 for
properties of less than £300 in value, that would
leave £21,000,000, and a tax of 1d. in the £ on
that amount would yield a revenue of £100,000
a year. Now that would be a very fair be-
ginning, although 1 believe that it would
be more just to have a graduated land-value
tax, putting on an additional 3d. or 1d. on
estates of a greater value than, say, £5,000.
There are some very valuable estates in (Queens-
land, especially in the city of Brisbane, and those
values have been chiefly produced by the public
works of the colony. Money has been borrowed
and invested in public works and in railways,
with the result that money flows into this city,
and enhances the value of these properties very
considerably. Now, this unearned increment
does not belong to the individual owners, but to
the State as a whole. I belisve we will not have
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justice done until the Federal Government comes
in and strikes a land-value tax for the whole
Commonwealth, because the people of Queens-
land are producing some portion of the values of
properties in the large southern cities, as they go
down from Queensland and spend their money
there. These values are produced, not by the
people who live in these cities, but by the people
in the whole of the Commonwealth.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Say the
world.

Mr. RYLAND : The principle holds good for
the whole world, because some of the values in
the city of London are produced by the people
of Queensland. But we are not now dealing
with anything outside of Queensland. Some hon.
members on the other side the other night told
us that if we computed interest and compound
interest on the price paid for some of our lands
from the time they were purchased from the
State, it would amount to more than the present
market value. Now I hope that there are none
in this Committee who are so unpatriotic as to
buy lands for the express purpose of keeping
them out of use for so many years. Those who
bought those lands surely made use of them for
agricultural or pastoral purposes, and, conse-
quently, they brought in an annual revenue,
otherwise they would be doing a great injustice
to the colony. I think it was in 1892 that the
then Treasurer, Sir Thomas McIlwraith, when
delivering his Financial Statement, made use of
the following words :—

The temporary prosperity created in all directions by
large and abnormal expenditure encouraged and pro-
moted, if it did not induce, the speeulation in land
whieh has proved so disastrous to the various colonies.
Everywhere productive industries have been neglected
for the industry of borrowing and speeulating in land.
Such a course was sure to end badly m the long run,
and its evil effects are now being experienced through-
out the length and breadth of the Australian colonies,
although fortunately for Queensland, mitigated to some
extent by the best seasons we have enjoyed for many
years. Our labour troubles, brought about by the
causes I have mentioned, have added greatly to the
difficulties of the situation.

That is to be found on page 1007 of Hinsard for
the year 1892. If those gentlemen bought land
chiefly for speculative purposes, they were doing
an injury not only to themselves but to the
whole community at large. It was that specula-
tion which brought about the crisis in financial
institutions, and it was the crisis in financial
institutions that brought about the labour
troubles and the strikes.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PuBLic WoRrks: The
strikes took place before the financial crisis.

Mr. RYLAND: The financial institutions
saw the crisis coming, as Sir T. McIlwraith
pointed out in his Financial Statement. There
was over-speculating. Every man was trying to
borrow and buy property with the object of
selling at an enormous gain. Look at the way
speculation in property brought Victoria—and
particularly Melbourne—to the verge of bank-
ruptcy some years ago. I repeat that thosemen
who bought land for speculative purposes were
not only doing injury to themselves, but were
also doing a great injury to the community at
large. The hon, member for Leichhardt pointed
outthe other night that a piece of land in the city
of Brisbane bought for £25, is now valued at
£25,000, Another objection raised to a land
tax is that it would depreciate the value of
Crown lands, I do not see how that can be,
because the Crown lands are leased, and the
land value tax would not fall on leased lands,
but would fall on the large freehold estates, and
would consequently make leaseholds more desir-
able. Instead of the Crown lands becoming less
valuable, they—the Crown—would get more
rents for those lands, because, by keeping up the
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endowment to divisional boards, there would be
less taxation in connection with the leased lands.
I think the hon. member for Mackay, Mr. Paget,
said last night that on account of the limited
area of land that was alienated it would not be
wise for us to have a land tax. I say that the
area has nothing to do with it. It is a matter of
value, notares. North Brisbane alone represents
one-fifth of the valuation of the whole colony,
although the municipality is all contained within
an area of 2% square miles. As to a land tax
driving the people off the land, T say that it
will keep the people on the land, because it will
reduce taxation in the country districts and
increase it in the large centres of population. By
reducing taxation on the small owners and small
farmers, and putting it on the centres of popu-
lation and thelarge freehold estates, the tendency
wiil be to break up the large estates and encourage
a peasantry in the country, as small freeholders
who will be able to sit under ‘ their own vine
and fig tree, none daring to make them afraid.”
I say : Let us have a land value tax, let us have
an income tax, let us have an absentee tax, and
let us continue the endowment to local authori-
ties. I wish to say one thing to raise the spirits
of hon. members on the other side. There appears
to be a foreboding amongst them as regards the
action of the Federal Government in connection
with the sugar industry. I do mot think there
should be any fear in this respect if you read
the report furnished by Dr. Maxwell. There
is nothing there that should lead us to suppose
that, if colouredlabour in connection with the
sugar industry goes, the industry has to go also.
‘We see by that report that in 1890 there were
over 9,000 kanakas engaged in the industry, with
the result that there were over (8,000 tons of
sugar produced. Nine years later there were
over 8 000 kanakas engaged, or about one-tenth
less, with the result that there were about
123,000 tons of sugar produced. Now I think
this goes to show that the fewer kanakas we
have in Queensland the greater the sugar pro-
duction. (Laughter.) If you reduce the num-
ber of kanakas by one-tenth and the production
of sugar is doubled, I am certain that can argue
nothing else but that the sugar industry would
be better without thekanaka. Another cheering
part of Dr. Maxwell’s report is that the kanakas
cost on an average about £36 per year, while
the white men only cost about £80 per year. In
other words, one white man only costs as much in
connection withthesugarindustry astwo kanakas,
T do not think any reasonable man, who has had
any experience of cane cultivation,

[8:30 p.m.] will say that one white man will

not do more work than two kanakas

in the canefield. My experience when working
on a sugar plantation was that a white man was
expected to do as much as any half-dozen
kanakas. As to the assertion that the industry
will not pay for white labour, I am quite satisfied
that it will. That question of the industry not
paying is an old ery. It has been raised in
connection with every industry we have. When-
ever reductions are made, wages are the first
thing to be cut down. The sugar industry at
present is paying enormous interest, enormous
rents, and enormous dividends In connection
with the refining of sugar, During the federal
election I happened to be in the sugar dis-
triect of Gin Gin, and I met a number of
small farmers who pointed out what a great
disadvantage they would be under if kanaka
labour was done away with. It came out
that the real reason was that they would be
unableto pay so high a rent by royalties for their
Jand. That was the great question with them ;
the bulk of their money leaked out in rent and
interest, We want to reduce some of those
leakages. If we had a State sugar refinery and
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more central mils the sugar industry could be
worked by a peasantry owning the land them-
selves, and not paying high rents to large land-
owners., Even admitting that kanakas work
the sugar plantations better than white men, it
does not follow that all the plantations are going
to be left idle. It only shows that the margin of
cultivation will be narrowed to a certain extent.
On some estates now growing sugar it may be
found unprofitable to employ white labour
at higher wages, But there is plenty of land in
the Northern portion of the colony not yet
opened up, and there is a large opening there
for the extension of the industry. When I was
in the Isis Scrub a gentleman told me that the
market value of some uncleared land suitable for
sugar was £20 an acre. 1f the kanaka is taken
away such land, instead of being worth £20 an
acre, may cnly be worth £15, and those Gin
Gin farmers instead of being able to pay £1
an acre in annual rent, by working with white
labour may be only able to pay 15s. That is the
way it would work out, Less money would go
in rent and more to labour. It is said we want
not only to produce enough sugar for Australia,
but we also want to compete in the markets of
the world against the other sugar countries. Mr.
Gibson, when in Melbourne, said in the Chamber
of Manufactures that if Queensland got a free
market for its sugar all over Australia, and a
fair protection was put on the importation of
outside sugar of £5 a ton, he, speaking on behalf
of the planters of the Bundaberg district, said
they would be quite prepared to pay a fair wage
and employ nothing but white labour.  What do
we find? After having got those two things,
they now say they want the kanaka also. I do
not think that is a fair deal. They say they
cannot compete with other countries where
labour is cheaper. Let them first be satisfied
with producing enough sugar for the Common-
wealth, and leave the other parts of the world te
produce sugar for themselves. By and by condi-
tions may improve, and they may find themselves
able to compete in the outside markets. What
we want in connection with the sugar industry is
a State refinery, more central mills, and more
rotation of crops. Under the present system,
crop after crop is taken year after year off the
same land, 1o its eventual impoverishment.
With white families resident on small areas, and
cultivating sugar by white labour, they would
have a rotation of crops, and contribute to a large
extent to fertilising the soil. But whatever
happens to the sugar industry—and its outlook in
my opinion is not so dark as some people seem
to imagine—the public voice has determined that
Queensland and Australia shall be white in the
future. I thank hon. members for having so
patiently listened to me.

Mr., PLUNKETT (Albert): I have a few
remarks to make on the Budget Speech, which
will be very brief. The first matter that I wish
to refer to is agriculture, The Treasurer says—

Though our means of communication with South
Africa and other parts of the world where good markets
are to he found are not as good as can be desired, yet
our surplus agrieultural produce is favourably received,
and, as far as can be judged by the steady increase of
the items of export, is disposed of to the advantage of
the exporters.

‘We want better communication with the markets
of the world, as the want of that communication
is one of the greatest drawbacks to agriculture at
the present time. The want of communication
with the markets of the world has a very bad
effect upon the industry, the result being that we
do not realise as much for our products as we
would do if we had better communication. It
is not very long since I had the honour of intro-
ducing a deputation to the Secretary for Agri-
culture in connection with a better service for
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the export of butter between here and London.
The result was that an arrangement was made
with the Adelaide Steamship Company which
did not prove satisfactury either to the ship-
owners or the shippers, Wehad another deputa-
tion, and the Secretary for Agriculture, Imustsay,
was most sympathesic, the result being that
better arrangements are likely to be made. In
conpection with this industry, not only are we
handicapped by not being able to get our pro-
duce off, but also in the want of a proper system
of distribution. I do notknow whose faultit is,
but ever since we have arranged to send butter
home there has always been an unsatisfactory
system in vogue. I do not know whether it is
the fault of the Agent-General, but there was a
promise made when he went home that he would
make it his business to find a market for our
products.  With regard to the dairying industry,
the Treasurer says—

It wonld rcasonably have heen expected that the

drought would have atfected this industry to a greater
extent comparatively than other branches of agricul-
ture; for, though some farmers now cultivate feed for
and house their stoek, there are many dairymen who
still rely upon the natural pasture for their stoek., As
a matter of fact, however, this industry was in a
healthy coudition during 19800 ; the trade was good,
and the quantity of butter manufactured was within
250,000 1b. of the production of 1899, a small difference
when the adverse conditions that prevailed are con-
sidered.
What we do require is a better means of getting
our produce distributed. The only feasible way
is to have an arrangement with the Peninsular
and Oriental or Orient boats, making Brisbane
their terminus. If that were done we should
have a better opportunity of getting dairying
products—bacon and hams, and all those things
which are produced by a prosperous agricultural
population—to market. According to the Trea-
surer’s Statement—

The export of butter in—

1897 was 188} tons, valued at £16,805
{3

1898 " 37,596
1899 ,, b1l . . 49,017
1900 ,, 620 51,729

.-- »
This shows that the output of the industry is
increasing, and I believe that in a very short
time it would be increased tenfold on the output
of the past two seasons if we had better means
of transport and distritution. Then, again, the
Treasurer says—

The combination of pig-raising with dairying con-

tinues with profitable results. The mannfacture of
bacon and hams during 1900 amounted to 7,825,446 1b.,
an increase over 1849 of 537,686 1b., and the export
shows an acerument of £14,764—i.e., from £31,067 to
£45,831. In the face ol these fignres it seems some-
what anomalous to find from the returns published by
the Registrar-General that pigs in this State were less
by 16,301 than in 1899. the number being respectively
122,189 and 139,118, The number slaughtered was also
lessz by 10,096,
One of the reasons, and the principal reason, for
this decline in the raising of pigs was that maize
was very bhigh during those times. It does not
pay to give pigs maize at 3s. 6d. a bushel, and
that was the principal cause of the decline in
pig-raising. The Treasurer also says that ‘‘the
principal place to receive our exports of bacon
and hams is the State of New South Wales.”
That is quite true. But it is also true that New
South Wales supplies Queensland factories with
pigs. There are nearly as many pigs coming
from New South Wales as are supplied by
Queensland, the reason for that being that we
can make a better article than they can manu-
facture. With regard to mining, the Treasurer
says—

Our mines continune to maintain their output, the
value of last year's mineral production being more than
£3,000,000.

I consider, and have always considered, that gold
could very well pay an exportduty. I remember
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that at one time there was a duty of 23. Gd.
per oz export duty on gold. It was after-
wards reduced to 1s, 6d. per oz., and later was
abolished altogether., But I think that gold
is a product which should pay an export duty.
In 1899 946,894 oz. ot gold were produced in
Queensland, and in 1900 the output was 963,189
0z, An export of 1s. per oz. duty onthat output
would realise a sum of £45,000, and T think
no fairer tax than that could be imposed if it
is necessary to have further taxation, and I am
afraid it will be necessary. I cannot for the life
of me see how we are going to jump clean
from depression this year to prosperity vext
year. I am afraid that we shall have a deficit
next year, and that additional taxation will be
necessary, and as we exported last year gold to
the value of £3,000,000 it is only a fair thing to
impose a tax on that product. A great deal has
been said about a land tax during this debate,
especially by the hon. member who preceded me.
He gave us to understand that if we imposed a
land tax all would be well. We have already a
very heavy land tax, and the fact that the
Government are going to take away from
local autborities the large sum of £45,000 in
the shape of endowment means that we shall
have to put more taxation on ourselves. I
would much rather that the Government
imposed a reasonable amount of taxation on the
gold exported from the colony than reduce the
endowment payable to local authorities. That,
indeed, is the worst feature of the Statement. I
contend that a land tax under present circumn-
stances is not a fair tax, and if the idea of the
hon. member for Gympie were carried out, and
all freeholds abolished, then there would ke very
little derived from a land tax. I myself believe
in freeholds. I contend that if it were not for
the prospect of obtaining possession of land in
fee-simple many of the people we now have in
the colony would not be here. There is no doubt
that when a man holds the freehold of his land
as a rule he puts it to much more profitable use
than whenitisonlyleasehold. Atthe presenttime
there is only 18 per cent. of the Crown lands
alienated, and it is only reasonable to suppose
that before people purchase land they will inquire
what obligations in the shape of taxation it
carries with it. There can be no question that
a land tax would seriously depreciate the value
of land, and in that way the benefit derivable
from land taxation would be counteracted. I do
not think there can be any doubt, if we compare
a land tax with an income tax, that the latter is
the least objectionable. Certainly we have to
meet our obligations in some shape or other, and.
the fact that we have given away so many
sources of revenue to the Federal Government
will make taxation a greater necessity than ever.
We have a deficit of £528,000 staring us in the
face, and the question is how are we going to
meet it. Personally I cannot find very much
objection to the proposals of the Treasurer. If
the land which it is proposed to sell is not
wanted for close settlement, it would be well
worth while parting with it in order to tide over
our present difficulties.

Mr, HARDACRE : What land?

Mr. PLUNKETT: Land in any district
which is not required for close settlement. I do
not believe in the Government selling land in
the settled districts along the coast, or within 30
or 40 miles of it. That would be very objec-
tionable.

Mr. Harnacre: That is exactly what they
have done.

Mr. PLUNKETT ;: They have done it to a
small extent, I admit, but it does not follow
that they will repeat that mistake in the future.
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Mr. Jacksox : Don’t the people in the West
require grazing farms?

Mr. PLUNKETT : Yes, and no man is more
anxious than I am to see the small men settled
upon the land. However, this £528,000 deficit
has to be met, and we must look at the matter
from a business point of view. Iet us look at it
from the point of view of a private individual
who has got into difficulties. Let me suppose
that T have got into debt ; T must get out of it
in some way or another, and I must adopt the
best method of accowplishing that purpose. I
must of necessity part with some of my property.
There is ne other way of getting out of the
difficulty. And if that method is right in the
case of the private individual, surely it is right
in the case of the State. I do not see that any
better method could be adopted for dealing with
the present deficit; and I think that with
economy and the judicious sale of land, there will
be no difficulty in accomplishing the purpose the
Treasurer has in view. I wouldlike to think that
there is no prospect of a further deficit next year,
but I am sorry to say that I have my doubts
upon that sabject. I am afraid that we shall
find that the deficit next year is as large as the
present one. I have nothing further to say upon
the statement which the Treasurer has delivered
exceps that, in my opinion, he has made the best
proposals that could be made under the circum-
stances. We are told that we are to have an
income tax in the future, and when it does come
I can only say that Iintend to vote for it. I hope,
however, that when that tax is imposed the
exemption will be fixed at a fair limit. I can
only repeat that I believe the Treasurer has
adopted the best method of meeting the deficit
in a manner least objectionable to the people of
the colony at the present time.

_Mr. CAMERON (Brisbane North), who, on
rising, was greeted with cheers, said : It is not
my intention at this stage to inflict on the Com-
mittee any lengthy criticism of the Financial
Statement. I certainly compliment the Trea-
surer on the admirable manner in which that
Statement has been put before the House. There
are, however, one or two matters in it on which
I wish to make a few observations. I am
thoroughly in accord with the proposals of the
Treasurer for the liquidation of the present
deficit. I wish to say that most distinetly. Ido
not in an ordinary way advocate the wholesale
alienation of the Crown lands for the purpose of
raising revenue, but I think the most legitimate
method of meeting our ditficulties has been
adopted by the proposals to sell Crown lands,
both out West, if purchasers can be found, and
on the coast.

Mr. HARDACRE: You could not get in out
West if yon advocated that.

Mr, CAMERON : Iam not trying to get in
ont West, but probably I could do so if I wanted
to. The alienation of Crown lands has not for
me the same terrors that it appears to have for
some hon. members on the other side. The
public estate, after it is alienated, still remains
an asset of the State, from which, when necessity
arises, revenue can be derived in the shape of
taxes. There is no getting away from that.
That has been said before, but I repeat it again,
because, it is an axiom worth repeating. The
purchaseris simply a perpetual tenant. WhatIam
afraid of, however, is that there may possibly be no
purchasers for the lands out West. That is
what is troubling me. So far as my own
experience goes, I must say that I am not an
owner of land, and I am not going to try to
become an owner of an acre. My belief is that
the most suitable conditions under which a
stockowner can carry on his business in the
‘Western country is to get a good and equitable
lease from the Crown, and if he cannot make a
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success of his business by that means he cannot
make a success of it by purchasing land. I am
pleased to see in the Financial Statement that it
is proposed to deal with land legislation. I hope
it will be legislation that will give adequate
relief to the unfortunate pastoralists. I do
not wish to make any lengthened reference to
the subject now because I do not know what the
proposals of the Government are, but I hope
when they are brought forward they will be
adequate proposals. With regard to the pro-
posed stamp duties that is a matter which I donot
think it is necessary now to refer to at any length
because if effect is given to the proposals the
House will have an opportunity later on of dis-
cussing the matter. Ishould likenow to refer to
the operation of the Factories and Shops Act.
It appears to me to inflict very serious injury
upon a certain section of the community.
I believe the matter is now under the considera-
tion of the Government, and I hope
the Government will see its way to
introduce such remedial legislation
as will remove what is felt to be a great injustice
at the present time. T do not propose to take up
the time of the House further. The proposal to
do away with the local government endowment
will no doubt press very hardly upon a great
many divisional boards out West, and probably
upon some inside, and that is a matter which [
hope the Government will take into their serious
consideration,

. MEMBERS on the Government side: Hear,
hear !

Mr. TOOTH (Burrum): Before the debate
closes I desire to say a few words, and in doing
so I must congratulate the Treasurer upon the
full and able Statement that he has laid before
the Committee. Possibly the most pleasing
feature in his Statement is the extreme confidence
and hopefulness of the Government in the
resources of the colony. It gives me great
pleasure to see that. Certainly the hon. mem-
ber for Wide Bay seemed to think that the
(Government were lkeeping something back. I
do not know whether he was sincere, or whether
it was one of those innuendoes that hon. mem-
bers opposite sometimes fire at us on this side ;
but, at all events, I for one have no hesitation in
saying that if I for one moment thought
that the Treasurer or the Government were
keeping anything back from this House that
we ought to know, 1 would no Ilonger
sit behind them. I should certainly change my
seat, No doubt in a debate like this we feel the
want of a constitutional Opposition. Hon.
members on this side have the right to expect a
fair, unbiassed criticism of the proposals made
from this side. Unfortunately we do not get
that. Inall the speeches from the opposite side,
unfortunately, there seems to be a kind of
aggressiveness towards members on this side, and
they do not give us credit for good motives or
good intentions. We are told—and I really
believe it—that hon. members on the other side
do not give expression to their own honest con-
victions, but rather mouth the opinions of a
power that is behind them. At all events, if we
boil down all the speeches that have been made
from the other side during this debate, they
simply amount to this—*T told you so. Why
didn’t you take my advice?” But we know
how very easy it is to be wise after the event.
Possibly the most astounding statement that was
made from the other side was made by the
leader of the Labour Opposition, who is reported
to have said in winding up his speech, By wise
economy and the development of our resources
we will soon be to the front,” etc. What does
this mean? Does it mean that the Labour
members have at last seen the error of their
ways ; that at last they are going to assist this
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side of the House to develop the resources of the
colony ? What have the Government been doing
for the last ten years? Nothing else but trying
0 develop the resources of the colony; and no
doubt they would have done so to a far greater
extent had it not been for the factious opposi-
tion that we have met with from the opposite
side. They say now that they will assist us.
We will very gladly welcome their assistance,
but will they give it to us? Have their actions
in the past shown that they are very anxious to
assist this side of the House? What have they
always done? What are they now doing? Take
the Chillagoe Railway. Have they not always
opposed that, and has not that helped to develop
the resources of the colony? Take again the
private lines of railways. Only last year we
saw that £4,000,000 of capital was prepared to
come into this colony to develop one of our
resources. Still hon. members opposite did their
level best to throw out those proposals. Xven
now. when perhaps one of our greatest indus-
tries is in jeopardy of being strangled, we
hear hon. membels opposite saying, “ Let the
sugar industry go.” Is that assisting to develop
the resources of the country? But still the leader
of the Opposition winds up his speech with these
words : ““ By wise economy and the development
of our resources, Queensland will soon be to the
front.” I hope that he will act up to what he
has said, and that in future hon. members oppo-
site will assist us on this side to develop those
TESOUrCes.

MEeMBERS on the Government side: Hear,

ear !

Mr. TOOTH: It is peculiar to hear hon.
members opposite blame the Government for
extravagance, and then immediately afterwards
slate the Gmernmenb for not spending more
money. So far as I am concerned, I say
honestly that I should be very well pleased 1f
the deficit was even £30,000 wore than it i+, so
long as the Government spent that £30,000 in
my own electorate,

Mr. JENKINSON : You would not suy that if it
was your own Hl()lley.

Mr. TOOTH : Members opposite also say that
the Government should stop expenditure; but
where could they commence to stop the expen-
diture?

Mr., JENKINSON : At the top of the tree.

Mr. TOOTH : Take one little item. I see
that only last year they spent £550 more than
the previous year in relief for the nnemployed.
Wouald hon. members like to stop that expendi-
ture ?

Mr. GIVENS:
deficit.

Mr. JENKINSON : £500 extra to the Railway
Commissioner is annther item.

Mr. TOOTH : How ridiculous then is it to
blame the Government for not stopping expendi-
ture ! Look at the shrinkage in our purchasing
power, amounting to £2,250,000. Is the Govern-
ment responsible for that ?

Mr. JENKINSON : Yes,

Mr. TOOTH : Well, that goes to make up our
deficit. Wool and sugar alone are resposible for
a shrinkage of £1,600,000. Is the Government
rezponsxble for that" No; but still that is an
item in making up the deficit. I find that the
banks during last vear increased their liabilities
by something like £707,000, while they only
increased their assets by i50 000. That shows
the immense amount of idle money that
was lying in the banks, and we know that
when money is not in circulation things
are not going on as well as they should.
If thereis one department more than another
that_has helped to cause the deficit it is
the Railway Department. There is no doubt
that the Railway Department has been working
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on a decreasing revenue and an increased ex-
penditure; but the expenditure could not be
curtailed, because for years our railways have
been worked on a system of false economy, and
the safety of the travelling public demanded
that the department must spend this money on
the permanent way and on rolling-stock. I have
no hesitation in saying that the direct cause of
the deficit is the party opposite. (Laughter.)
They opposed a line which we would have
had running but for fhem, and I am sure
that the terrible loss in connection with
our stock would have been reduced by at
least two-thirds. The question now is how to
make up the deficit. I do not profess to be a
financier like some hon. members on the other
side, but I know that if I owe £100, and have
neither cash nor property to pay, I am in a very
bad way ; but if I owe £100, and have thousands
of pounds worth of property, I do not think I
need fear the future very much. The State has
property, and the Government very properly, in
my opinion, intend to sell some of that land to
wipe out the deficit ; and while they are about it
I only hope they will sell another million or
two, and spend the proceeds in building lines of
railway in agricultural centres.

HoNoUrABLE MEWBERS : Hear, hear !

Mr. TOOTH : There is one matter which I do
not understand, and I would like the Treasurer
to enlighten the Committee on the point. We
have handed over some millions worth of pro-
perty to the Commonwealth in the shape of lands
and buildings. We know that the improvements
were put up with loan money, and we must be
paying interest on that money. I would like to
know whether the Commonwealth Government
are going to pay the interest on that money while
the federal capital is in abeyance. The State
has to pay this interest, and I do not see why it
should not be refunded by the Commonwealth.
Another thing is the reduction of endowment,
which T very much rearst the Government have
considered necessary; at the same time I would
far rather sce that than I would see a land tax in
any form. Once you put on a land tax it
is there for ever, and you cannot get rid of it.
Although the Government, in their wisdom,
have seen fit to reduce the endowment to local
authorities on account of the prezent deficit, I
trust that when we have experienced a few good
seasons they will see their way to go back to the
old endowmient, or at an¥ rate to give a larger
endowment them they propose to give this year.
As one who has been connected with local
government for many years, I would rather see
the Government wipe out all endowment, and
let the State be treated as ordinary ratepayers
in every part of the colony. A good deal has
been sald about the future of the agricultural
industry. I will say nothing about the sugar
industry, because that question has been
handled by members more able to do so than

am, 1 think the future of the agricul-
tural industry will depend largely on the legisla-
tion about to be passed. I am sorry that some
hon. members, including one of my colleagues,
seem to have made aset on our central mills, I
am not speaking for my own district in this
matter, because we can snap our fingers at the
Government so far as our mill is concerned.
We have always paid our way, and always will
be able to pay our way as far as the Isis mill is
concerned. I hope, therefore, the Government
will be lenient with regard to mills that have
got in arrears, and not insist on them paying
this year, so that they may be in a posmon to
give the farmers the best possible price for
their cane. I feel sure that, after the late bad
seasons, if the farmers do not get a full price
this year it will take all the heart out of them
for the future. With respect to the proposed
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advances to farmers, I hope the terms of the
Bill will be such that it will assist the small
farmers, and that it will not be a Bill to make
large advances to large farmers. We are also
promised a Dairy Bill; and there is no doubs
that such a measure is wanted, At the sawme time
1 hope it will not be so drastic as to do harm to
the industry instead of doing it good. We have
heard a great deal about the tank engines made
in Maryborough. I do not know why they
should have been brought into the debate,
but I happen to know something about them,
and I have no hesitation in saying that
these engines, as engines, are perfect pieces of
mechanism. They have been turned out from
Walkers” Limited in their best style, and that is
sufficient to prove what their manufacture is.
But, as far as the design is concerned, I have no
hesitation in saying they will be a great success
when one or two bridges are strengthened and
heavier rails are put down where the engines are
going to run.  We have known for a long time
the necessity for strengthening these bridges, and
that heavier rails were to be laid; and if that
had been done—as it ought to have been done—
the line would have been ready for theengines,
and nothing but praise would have been heard
from one end of the country to the other. I
am sure anyone who takes the trouble to look
will see the ease with which these engines will
take one of the heaviest train loads that could
possibly be put bebind a locomotive, and must
admit that they are likely to be a great success.
As I understand it is desired that the debate
:should finish to-night, I will say very little more.
I cannot understand the cry raised by some hon.
mambers with regard to Queenslatd, of what I
may be permitted to call “‘stinking tish.” Ido
not see what we have to be afraid of. Certainly
‘there is a deficit of £500,000. But what is that
t0 a colony with ourresources? One good season
would wipe it out. Therefore I do not agree
with those who seem to take a pessimistic view
of the State. Neither do I agree with those
who say we ought at once to reduce the
number of members of this House. I can
see that for the next two or three years
the State Parliament will have to struggle for
its rights. For those Lwo or three years Queens-
land will feel the bad effects, if you will allow
me to use the word, of federation. After a
couple of years I have no fear whatever; but
there are signs even now cropping up that it will
be necessary for this State Parliament to fight
the Federal Parliament, and I am glad to say
that we have a man at our head at the present
time who is quite prepared to fight the Federal
Parliament for the State if he thinks it is
necessary.

Question—The aide-de-camp’s salary—put.

Mr, MAXWELL (Burke): I am sorry to
break the rule that members should speak only
once during this debate, but I think this is some
of the gilded trimming that we can very well
cut off our expenditure. We shall want every
shilling, and I should tike to hear some remarks
from the Treasurer on this one vote.

Mr. BARBER (Bundaberg) : I have a word or
two to say before the debate closes. I should
like, first, to refer to the way in which the junior
member for Maryborough attacked the hon.
member for Cairns last night.

Mr. Givexs : The hon. member for Cairns can
take care of himself ; don’t you bother.

Mr. BARBER : The junior member for Mary-
borough used the same old gag yesterday that
was guing round during the federal slections.
He stated that there were 50,000 or 60,000 people
in this colony who were depending for a liveli-
hood upon thesugar industry. I asked one of
the federal candidates at Bundaberg, who had
made the same absurd statement—the hon, mem-
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ber was there at the time—if he would figure out,
while he was on the platform, what the amount
would be if 50,000, or even 30,000 men received
an average wage of £1 a week. He declined to
do so. Taking even 30,000 men at £1 per week,
it would amount in wayges alone to move than the
whole of the sugar industry was worth last year.
1 do not think people growing sugarcane, or
commercial men running sugar refineries, juice-
mills, and so on, would do so for the mere plea-
sure of the thing. When people go round the
country trying to stuff us guileless, innocent
bumpkins with such statements as that, I do not
think they should go unchallenged. The hon.
member also said one or two thirgs, in his
usual pugnacious way, about the successful candi-
date, Mr. Fisher. He sald everything went on
swimmingly, but he himself while careering
arcund was guilty of some disorderly conduct,
although he tried to smooth it over here. On
one occasion he was neurly the cause of a man
getting his arm or his neck broken. Probably
he has forgotten that little unconsidered trifle.
A day or two before the election the hon.
member was perambulating the street lifting his
hat to every individual hemet. One gentleman,
who was riding a bike at 15 knots an hour, was
foolish enough to try to lift his hat to the hon.
member with the consequence that the bicycle
capsized and the man fell. When the hon.
gentleman goes round at election times he should
not lift his hat to everybody, as it may result
sooner or later in very dire consequences. The
hon. member forgot to mention that.

Mr, Lesiva: Did he draw the colour line in
lifting his bat?

Mr. BARBER: I could not say. After all
the barracking and heckling the hon. member
gotb at"Bundaberg we parted good friends.

Mr. ANnNEAR: Igave you as much as you gave

me.
Mr. BARBER: T am doubt{ul about that.
The hon. member certamly got bogged at Kast
Bundaberg., He went for mie on the wrong tack
altogether. He should have gone for me on the
starboard side instead of on the port side. There
is one matter in connection with the sugar busi-
ness I should like to mention, and shat is the
great discontent that exists in the Bundaberg
district among the small canegrowers. There
are about nine crushing mills in the Bundaberg
district. Those mills have been in the habit of
paving, at the outside, 10s. per ton for cane,
an! they bave paid as low as 7s. 6d. per ton,
I coutend that no cane farmer can afford to
spend his time, and throw all his energies into
the cane-growing business, and then
[9°30 p.m.] only get the trifling amount of
7« 6d. a ton for his cane. That
is not a sufficient margin to allow him to
employ a kanaka, let alone a white man. From
the juice mills the juice is forwarded to the
refinery, and the refinery people contend that it
takes about 15 tons of cane to make 1 ton of
juice. It takes 9 tons of cane to make 1 ton of
sugar, so that the crushing-mill owners have
really to supply 800 or 900 gallons of juice more
than they should do. The hon. member for
Herbert laughs, but I can tell him that I know
a little about what T am talking about. During
the last five or six years I have had some
thousands of tons of raw sugar pass through the
department of which I was manager. To show
the discontent which exists ir Bundaberg I
shall quote from a speech delivered by Mr.
R. S. Aitken at a meeting of the Bundaberg
Council of Agriculture held last week. This
gentleman is one of the oldest cane-planters in:
the district, and he said—
We have been growing cane and receiving such a low
priee for it that our farms are practically exhausted—
for what-—simply to pay kanakas and to help the mill
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owner who knows as well as we do that the price offered
is not enough. In fact, he aiso knows that he cannot
grow it at the price himself. We have been told that
the reason why the farmers in Northern Queensland
receive more for their cane than we do, is that it takes
less cane to make a ton of sugar there than it does here.
By the returns of the different central mills this has
been conclusively proved to be all stuff and nousense,
and the very essence of hluff; in fact, a tale to which
we are nog inelined to give credence, but that our cane
is as good as theirs, and if theirs is worth I4s. per ton,
80 is ours, and not this paltry 10s., which has alinost
made us beggars., Again, we are making a tremendous
fuss about what the colour of our labonr shall be. If
we cannot get 4 hetter price for our cune, I do not
think that it would concern us muel if the kunakas
were cleared out to-mmorrow. The probabilitiex are that
we shoulw exist, which is just about all we are doing
now. Another point to which I wish to draw your
attention is this guestion of bonus or import duty that
we are offered in lieu of kanaka lahour. I amm given to
understand that should the abolition of kanaka labour
unfortunately be decided upon, we will be offered the
sum of £5 to enable us to employ white labour, which
is equivalent to receiving 2s. for every £ offered; or,
in other words, an increase of 10s. per ton for our cane,
which seems tosound very well, but I am informed that
it is the intention of the manufacturer to commandeer
one-halt of the amount—thus making our share only
5s. I now ask in all sincerity if we cannot grow cane
profitably with kanaka labour at 10s. per ton, shall we
be in any better position if we are offered 15s. and
have to grow it with white labour? Gentlemen, the
proposal is ridiculous, and now is onr opporturity to
meet the manufacturer and tell him that we are not
satisfied. Failing a satisfactory reply, we should com-
bine and take such measures, based on the justice of
our claims, and place the matter pefore the Federal
Parliament.

That confirms what I said just now—namely,
that there is a large amount of discontent pre-
wvalent among sugar-growers in the district which
I have the honour to represent. They know
very well that the refineries or the manufac-
turers are really the individunls who have reaped
the large benefits accruing from the sugar
industry, and it is these individuals, or corpora-
tions, or financial institutions, or the directors
runniog those institutions, who are the staunchest
advocates of alien labour to-day. I say the
kanaka has to go.

Hon. A. S. CowrLey : That settles it.

Mr. BARBER: I was blamed a good deal
for supporting federation ; but I donot regret it,
seeing that for years und years the State Parlia-
ment has snapped its finger at the aspirations
and desires of the white people of this colony,
because you must remember that kanaka labour
has always been a very troublesome factor in
this State, especially at election times. It was
not only at the federal elections that this matter
was brought to the front, but at every elec-
tion it has been the one troublesome factor,
particularly in the sugar-growing districts.
Kanaka labour was never looked upon, as far
as 1 know, by the majority of the white workers
in Queensland as anything more than legalised
slavery ; and that is the light in which we look
upon it to-day. Iremarked here the other week,
when speaking on the Address in Reply, that we
did not wish to destroy the sugar industry. I
helieve there are ways in which the sugar in-
dustry can be worked by white labour. The
opinion of Dr. Maxwell, as’ embodied in his
report, simply confirms what we in the Bundaberg
district who have taken an active pars in labour-
in-politics have advocated, and that is, that
cutting up the large estates and placing small
sugar-growers on the land is about the best
solution of the kanaka labour problem that can
be devised.

An HoROURABLE MEMBER:
refinery.

Mr. BARBER: Yes, and a central sugar
refinery. The hon, member for Mackay, Mur.
Paget, a gentleman who, although he takes quite

And a central

|15 Aveust.]

Supply. 403

the opposite view to what I take on this matter,
has, I believe, given a good deal of attention to
it, and he says that he does not think the
industry could be carried on without alien
labour. The contention of that gentleman, as T
understeod it, was that white men could not do
the work on account of the humidity of the
climate. I have been in different parts of the
globe, and T know of districts, especially on the
west coast of America, where the climate is justas
humid as in any part of Queensland, and yet
there are plenty of white men who work there
very hard.

Hon. A. S. CowLEY : Is any country in the
world growing cane by white labour ?

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Do you
refer to North or South America ?

Mr. BARBER : The west coast of Awmerica.
I do not say they are growing cane ; but, because
it has not been a great success in the past, that
doe+ not prove that it cannot be done now.
Because the Racecourse and other mills have
failed to do it years ago, that is not to say that
it cannot be done to-day.

Mr. Givexs: They never gave it a proper
trial.

Mr. BARBER: The Secretary for Works
to-day, in dealing with the motion of the hon.
member for Brisbane South, said it was no use
bringing under the notice of the House con-
ditions that existed five, ten, or fifteen years
ago; he wanted something up to date. If that
will apply to the hon, member’s motion, I say it
is possible that it will apply in the case of
growing sugar. Because they failed years ago
to grow sugar solely by means of white labour, 1t
is not for us to say that it cannot be done with-
out coloured labour to-day. We have learned a
great deal since then, I can take any member of
this Chamber to the Bundaberg district to-
morrow, and show him a canefield where white
men are trashing the cane. I know not only of
one instance, but of several instances. I know
of 120 acres being worked by five white men,
who are ploughing the ground, planting, hoeing,
and trashing the cane and carting it. I went
into the canefield on Sunday, and saw how the
thing worked out. That is being done in a
number of cuses.

Hon. A. S. Coweey: Can you tell us the area
in Queensland that is being cultivated solely
by white labour ?

Mr. BARBER : T cannot give that just now ;
but I say that is being done. I know one old
gentleman—a Dane, seventy-two years of age—
who has been growing cane for a number of
years, and he reckons to-day, old as he is, that
he cuts 10 tons of cane a day.

Mr. CowLey: Ten tons of cane? We pay
3s. 6d. a ton for it.

Mr. BARBER : That is not the only instance.
We had agang of Hindoos taken on there the
other week in connection with one particular plan-
tation—twentv-one of them. They are getting 5s.
a day for loading cane. The overseer himself isa
white man, and he told a friend of mine the
other night that he believed that twelve men
could do the same amount of work that twenty-
one Hindoos are doing; and I maintain that if
they are paying the twenty-one Hindoeos Bs. a
day, and a white overseer to look after them—
if they paid twelve white men at the rate of T7s.
per day, that firm would look after its own
interests better than it is doing. The conten-
tion advanced by most of us, who are looked
upon as would-be destroyers of the industry, has
been this: I have investigated and gune about
among the small sugar-planters in my districs,
and they tell me that two men, if they cultivated
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40 acres of ground, that would be as much as
they could fairly look after, and they could make
a very good living out of it.

Mr. LEsiNA : They have done that without the
kanaka.

Mr. BARBER: They would not employ a
kanaka. I wish now to speak a little bit on
behalf of the rights of the kanaka We have
legislation here bearmg on the question of the
Polynesian Islanders, which is supposed to be
for the protection of their interests; but T can
tell you that these laws are being broken every
hour of the day, and every day in the week.
There are kanzkas who, in the slack season, are
sent off to fell timber, to crosscut it, and cut it up
into firewood, which, as T understand the reading
of the Act, is altogether a breach of the Act.

Mr. Givexs: The Act is breken every day.

Mr. PAGET : Not in the cultivation of sugar.

Mr. BARBER : It is not in the cultivation of
sugar—I understand that—but my contention is
this : That when they are sent on to the land that
is not €it for planting, and on which there is no
intention of planting cane—when they go and fell
timber, and cut it, and split it up into billets,
and load it and cart it on trucks to the mill,
and the kanakas drive the drays on the road,
then the law is broken in that respect. The
week before last I understood that this was
going on—-in fact I have seen it over and
i a friend of mine
in Bundaberg: ‘“ Now, you go over there to-
morrow and take one or two witnesses with
you, and see about this matter.” He went out
on the Monday morning to a place within 5
miles of the Bundaberg Post Office—and there
were thirteen kanakas at this business, and five
others driving drays. That gentleman came in
and lodged a complaint with the inspector at
Bundaberg ; but the inspector declined to take
action because he 4did not see it himself. The
man who saw it had recently been summoned
for trespassing on Fairymead Plantetion, and
he said: “Mr. Young, of TFairymead, upon
whose plantation these kanakas are working,
will say, if I lay an information against
him, that I amn doing it out of spite.”
This business should be stopped, because, if
kanakas are allowed to cat timber, they are
doing work that white men are entitled to do.
They are robbing therma of a job. In the slack
season, when ourlabour market is congested, as it
is very often, that is a job that white men could
do, and it would relieve the labour market, too.

Mr. JENKINSON : They are supposed to do it,

c.

Mr. BARBER : They are supposed to do it.
It is all very well for gentlemen who live down
here, away from the sugar districts, to console
themselves with the idea that the law is being
kept, and that the poor kanaka is being looked
after like a poor lost black sheep. Those gentle-
man know nothing at all about the business.
There is another thmg that I would like to bring
under the notice of the Committee, When I
was speaking on the Address in Reply I stated
that the kanaka was objectionable to me as
coming into cempetition with white workers.
Still, T contended that he should be looked after
while he was here, and that he should be treated
like a human being.

Hon. A. S. CowLeY : Hear, hear!

Mr. BARBER : Some hon. members on the
other side could almost cuddle the kanaka—they
love him so dearly. I wish they would demon-
strate their affection by looking after his_rights.
In all the towns situated m the sugar districts
there are what are termed * nigger” or “kanaka
storekeepers.” Many of the kanakas make
these kanaka storekeepers their bankers, and
that is a thing that the Government ought to
squash right away.

to
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Hox0oURABLE MEM:gRS: Hear, hear !

Mr. BARBER : About two years ago a man
named \Vllhanh in Bundaberg did the ‘‘dis-
appearing trick.” He came down Brisbane way.
His wife and family followed him about a fort-
night later, and there was a great rush of
kanakas to the shop to find out where Williams
was ; but it was a case of—“He don’t know
where ’e are.” That man got away with some
£1,500 or £1,600 belonging to kanakas, and I
understand that he is still somewhere in the
Brisbane district, and yet the Government has
never arrested him or tried to make him disgorge
his ill-gotten gains, The same year another
man ran away with about £900, and now I ses
that a gentlemsn in the Mackay district has got
away with £900 belonging to kanakas.

The SECKETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: One or
two labour secretaries ran away, too, with a
large amount of mone;

Mr. BARBER : We are able to look after our
rights, and, if we get hold of them, we can have
them pumshed

The SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE :
did not catch them.

Mr. BARBER: The Government pretend to
have such a fatherly affection and care for the
kanaka, and I say that, when they are able to
put their hands upon these individuals, as they
could very often, they ought to arrest thern and
punish them.

But you

MEeMBERS on the Government side: Hear,
hear !
Mr. BARBER : Hon. gentlemen say ‘ Hear,

hear ” bus it does not sound sincere. To show
the tameness and docility of these kanakas, we are
told that by coming to this Statetheyarebrought
under good influences ; but Scripture says, “‘Can
an Ethiopian change his colour?” A friend of
mine has had to move from the scrub where he
lived into the town for the protection of his wife
and family. About six months ago a girl of his,
twelve years of age, was insulted by a kanaka in
a gross manner ; and he is now ‘“doing ” three
years. They happened to catch him. But S0
far as good influence goes, it is simply a farce,
It is a good thing for the missionaries, and
that is about allfthey do very well out of it.
We had an example of the docility of the
kanaka only on Friday last, when six of
them attacked one of the overseers not far
from where I live, and, had it not been for
the proprietor coming along, the man would
certainly have lost his life. 'We who live in the
sugar districts object to themn being there for
that reason. While publicans and others sell
groz to the kanakas, and while the publicans
and others are let off so easily, it is a wonder
there i1s not more murder committed by the
kanakas than there is, If T was at the head of
the Government, ana a publican was convicted
of having sold liquor to a kanaka, I would cancel
his Heense at the next licensing court.

Hon. A, 8. CowrLey: Hear, hear !

Mr. BARBER : I am glad to hear the hon.
member say that. I believe that, like myself,
he is not a very good friend to the liquor trade.

Hon. A. 8. CowLEY : Hear, hear !

Mr. BARBER: I wish to peint to another
aspect of the question——that is, the kanaka con-
sidered on his moral side. Away down in the
district represented by the hon. member who
spoke last, there is a small Yokohama.

Hon. A. 8. CowLtY: Equal to Charters Towers,

Mr. BARBER : I know this is a very delicate
matter to touch upon. However, it is an evil that
exists, and an evil that has no right to exist in
any self-governing, civilised State. There are
about twelve Japanese prostitutes there; they
live in the main street, and the children in
going to school are very often compelled to see
them, well—in their native eclothing—that is as.
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nice as T can put it—nothing better to clothe
them than the sunshine. The system that makes
these evils possible is a bad one, and a rotten one
at that. I have seen the same state of affairs
exist in the centre of the town of Bundaberg.

Hon. A. 8. CowrEY: And in Charters Towers,

too.

Mr. BARBER: I know that; and I say—
seeing that kanakas are brought here in such a

disproportionate way as regards the
[10 p.m.] sexes--the system that makes this
possible is altogether wrong While

there are some things that I would like to make
some remarks ou here, I do not like to touch on
them—1I might be a bit toorough. Tsay that the
Government should take steps to clear out those
prostitutes. It is all very well for people who
live away from those centres, and whose children
can go to school without being compelled to look
upon the immoral scenes and actions which our
children have to see in going to Suunday school
and to the State school—it is all very well for
them to tolerate coloured labour; and although I
am not a saint myself—far from it—yet I consider
that our children should not be compelled to look
upon Japanese prostitutes or any other kind of
prostitutes. In looking over the Budget Speech
I notice that the Government expecs to make a
greathaulbythe saleof land. They reccived about
£555,000 on account of land sales and revenues
lastyear, and this year they expecttoreceiveabout
£700,000, but I hardly think they will manage
to doit. T am sorry to notice the reduction in
the amount of endowment to local authorities.
In our district there is a lot of very heavy work,
especially in the busy seazon, on the roads, and
it requires a large amouns of money to keep those
roads in good repair.

Hon. A. S. CowLEY:
in having good material.

Mr. BARBER : We have some good material.
I believe we have the best roads of any in the
colony ; but there ar= roads which the planters
and others are continually agitating for to make
their lands more accessible, and I am afraid that
unless the Guvernment reconsider the matter of
endowment and make it up to the amount voted
last year there is a lot of work in our district
that will be stopped in a half completed condi-
tion. I suppose I shall not be looked upon as a
member of the Labour party by hon. members
opposite unless I blame the Government for the
deticit. I think the Governinent are to blame to
a great extent for the deficit. It seems to me
particularly so in connection with the military
and jingoistic business, over which they com-
pletely lost their heads, and I say that the
expense they rushed into last year in connection
with the Defence Force was not justified. I
figure out that in the Defence Force there is
one officer to twelve or fifteen men. It may
be asked what we can suggest to get out of
the difficulty. Well, it is a difficult matter
to suggest a pleasant way to get out of if,
but I do not think the Government are doing
right in the interests of the State in selling
the land which they intend to sell. There is an
old story that I have heard somewhere about a
country that was in a very prosperous condi-
tiou, but the rulers of that country were very
thriftless and extravagant. One day a man had
a dream. Now, the Labour party has been
twitted with being dreamers, and with holding
principles that are impossible and impracticable.
This particular dreamer, advised the Govern-
ment officials of this particular country that
there was a bad time coming, and that it
would be advisable for them to save some of
the grain and stock for the days of adversity,
and they did so—they sent an individual into
that country to look after the grain and stock.

You are fortunate
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That gentleman’s name, I am told, was Joseph.
Now, if these people had not taken notice of that
dreamer, they would have been in a starving
condition when the time came. Now, the Labour
party for several years past has been advocating
certain principles.

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Dreumers,
are they ? I thought you said your friend was
Joseph.

Mr. BARBER: So hon. gentlemen on that
side say. I say the Labour party have for several
years been advocating certain democratic and
progressive principles, and they have continually
pointed out to the Government that, unless they
govern this country on mere progressive and
enlightened lines, the time would come when
they would find themselves in a tight place.
Had the Government accepted the advice of the
members of the Labour party, the country would
not have been in the almost insolvent condition
in which it is to-day. I would apply this little
story, and offer this suggestion : Let the leader
of the Labour party be the Joseph to guide this
country into success.

The SECRETARY ¥OR AGRICULTURE: You have
to be tought and sold first.

Mr. BARBER: Although we have been
twitted over and over again with not having the
ability to run the Government of this country,
I contend we have, And I contend that had
the Labour party been running the country for
the past seven years they would have legislated
on the same principles as New Zealand and
other advanced States have done, and instead of
having a deficit of over £500,000, we should have
had a surplus like the other colonies that rejoice
in the advanced and progressive legislation
under which they have worked for the iast few

ears.

Y The House resumed ; the CHAIRMAN reported
progress, and the Commitiee obtained leave to
sit again on Tuesday next.

The House adjourned at twelve minutes past
10 o’clock.





