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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

THURSDAY, 6 DECEMBER, 1900. 

The SPEAKER {Hon. Arthur M organ, Warwick) 
tuok the chair at half-pa8t 3 o'clock. 

ASSENT TO BILLS. 
'l'he SP:EAKER announced the receipt of 

messages from the Governor intimating that 
His l<;xcellency had assented to the following 
Bills:--

Gladstone to Callida Rail way Bill. 
Pacific Cable Enabling Bill. 
Pastoral Leases Brll. 

PAPER. 
The following paper, laid on the table, was 

ordered to be printed :-Report of the Royal 
Commission appointed to inquire into all the 
facts and circumstances connected with the issue 
in August, 1900, of a prospectus of a company 
propo,ed to be registered in New South \Vales 
under the name of "The North Chillagoe Mines 
(No Liability) Company," and especially as to 
the falsification of a 1·eport by Mr. Benjamin 
Dunstan, Assistant Government Geologist of 
Queensland, as contained in such prospectus. 

QUESTIONS. 
RAILWAY FROM JERICHO TO BLACKALL. 

Mr. KERR (Barcoo) asked the Premier-
Is it the intention of the Government to lay upon the 

table of the House the plan, section, and book of 
reference of the railway from Jericho to .Blackall this 
session or next session r 

The PREMIER (Hon. 1{. Pbilp, Townsvil/e) 
replied-

It is not the intention of the Government to table 
plans this session. What the (jovermnent intend doing 
next session will be disclosed in due course. 

NORTH COAST RAILWAY TO NoosA. 

Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay) asked the 
Secretary for llailways-

1. Is it the intention of the Government to proceed 
with the permanent survey of the line from the North 
Coast Rail way to N oosa ? 

2. If eo, when P 

'fhe SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
(Hon. J. Murray, Nonnanby) replied-

'l1ime will disclose the intention of the Government. 

}fEDERATION CELEBRATION MEDALS. 
Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay) asked the 

Premier-
l. [sit a !act that it is the intention of the Govern­

ment to present each scholar attending a State school 
with a medal to commemorate the inauguration of the 
Commonwealth of Australia? 

2. If so, will the scholars attending other schools be 
similarly treated? 

3. As the establishment of the Australian Common­
wealth is a national event, will the Government con~ 
sidel' the advisabltness of presenting each child in the 
colony, whether attending school or not, with a medal 
commemorative of the event? 

The PREMIER replied-
1. It is the intention of the Government to present 

eaeh child enrolled for the month of October i.n the 
schools under the Department of Public Instruction 
with a medal in commemoration of the inaugura.r;ion 
of the Australian Commonwealth on the 1st January, 
1901. 

2. No. The supply of medals ordered will only meet 
the requirements of the Department of Public Instruc­
tion. 

2. The Government consider that the arrangements 
already made in regard to the distribution or medals 
are suffieirnt. 

Mr. STEWART : 'Vhat about provisional 
schools? 

The PREMIER : They v,re State schools ; 
they will be included. 

FEDERATION CELEBRATIONS-SCHOOL PICNICS. 
Mr. JENKINSON aRked the Premier-
''.rilt the Government render any assistance to local 

school committees in arranging for picnics in connec­
tion with the inauguration of the Commonwealth of 
Australia on 1st January? 

The PREMIER replied-
A circular memorandum has been addressed to 

teachers anci school committees requesting them to 
impress on the minds of the children the significance of 
the inauguration of the Australian Commonwealth, and 
expressing a, hope that all persons interested in the 
schools will unite in making the day festive in character, 
and a day to be pleasantly remembered by the children 
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throughout their lives ; but the Government are r.of 
opinion that all expenditure in connection with such 
fesLivities should be defrayed locally. 

VISIT m• IMPERIAL TROOPS. 
Mr. STEPHENSON (Ips1uich) asked . the 

Premier-
Whether he is yet in possession of any definite infor­

mation as to the visit to Queensland of the Imperial 
troops now on their way to Australia? 

The PREMIER replied-
r.rhe Government are still in communication with the 

Imperial authorities on the subject. I lay upon the 
table the correspondence that has alrearly taken place. 

Ordered to be printed. 

CAMBOOYA ELECTORAL ROLL. 
REPORT OF SELECT COM1!I'l'TEE, 

Mr. KIDSTON (Rockhampton) laid on the 
table the report of the select committee appointed 
to inquire into the alleged improper registration 
of certain names on the Cambooya electoral 
roll, and the dis,.,ppearance of certain documents 
connected therewith, and moved that the papers 
be printed. 

Question put and passed. 

PARTICULARS OF ROYAL COM­
M£SSIONS. 

On the motion of Mr. JENKINSON (Wide 
Bay), it was resolved-

]. That tbere be laid on the table of the IIonse a 
return givinA" the number of Royal Commissions, and 
the names or the members of each, appointed during 
this l'arliament .. 

2. The number of day~ each commission sat. 
3. The total cost of each commission. 
4. The amount ot money paid to each member as fees 

and trave1ling expenses respeetively. 
5. The amount expended otherwise than as fees and 

travelling expen~es. 
6. The total cost of printing in each case. 

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

On thR motion of the PREMIER (Hon. R. 
Philp, Townsville), it waR resolved-

Tha.t leave be given to introduee a Rill to provide 
that a member of the Parliament of the Commonwralth 
shall be incapable (\f being summoned, or elected, or of 
sitting as a membeT of the Legislative Council or I~egis­
lat.ive Assembly in the thirtepnth or any subsequent 
Parliament of Q'ueensland. 

FIRST READING, 
The Bill waR presented and read a first time, 

and the second reading made an order for to­
morrow. 

PUBLIC SERVICE ACT AMENDME:\'T 
BILL. 

THIRD READING. 
This Bill was read a third time, passed, and 

ordered to be transmitted to the Legislative 
Council for their concurrence. 

CONSERVATION OF WATER. 
Mr. KATES (C1mningham), in moving-
That, in the opinion of this House, it is in the interest 

of all classes, farmers and g1·aziers in particular, highly 
desirable that diligent inquiries be instituted. into the 
best methods of conserving the rainfall, and of search­
ing for and daveloping the underground reservoirs and 
subterranean watercourses supposed to exist in the 
Interior of this colony, and of conserving the water in 
our various riYers for the purposes of irrigation and 
general water supply, to avert the disastrous conse­
quences of the periodical droughts this country from 
time to time is subject to-
said: Considering the condition of the drou!l'ht­
stricken West, the discussion of this motion JS, I 
think, particularly apropos at the present time, 

and there is good reason to believe that it will 
commend itself strongly to the favourable con­
sideration of hon. members on both sides of the 
House. The object of this motion is to ascertain 
the disabilities and capabilities of our water 
supply in different parts of the country. For 
my purpose I have divided the subject into three 
heads-(1) Water supply for domeRtic purposes. 
(2) Water supply for stock. (3) Water supply 
for irrigation. It is true that we have not in 
this colony any such great riv8rs and water­
courses, slich as the l'IIurray and l'durrumbidgee, 
as they have in the southern colonies. Nor have 
we in this country snow-capped mountains as 
they have in India, and in America, in Los 
An"eles, Colorado, the Cordilleras, and the Andes. 
But we have in this colony of Queensland 
watercourses large enough and deep enough to 
encourage us to go in for the conservatwn of 
water by water storage. \V est of the Ma,in 
Range we have the CondaminP, the Severn, the 
W arrego, the .Maranoa, the Landsborongh, the 
Thomson, and the I~linders ; and east of the 
Range in the coastal districts we have the 
Burdekin, the Fitzroy, th€ Mary River, the 
Burnett, the Logan, the Albert, and many 
other permanent watercourses. I think that by 
impounding flood waters we can obtain a very 
fair supply. We have hitherto allowed thousands 
of tone of water to flow westward of the l\Tain 
Range to lose itself in the sand, and east of the 
l\Tain Range to lose itself in the sea. \Vhat I want 
by this motion is to better ascertain the physical 
features of this colony to see how far we can effect 
water storage by irn pounding our flood waters. 
I am talking now of impounding flood waters, 
and directly diverting all flood waters into 
natural depressions, and storing the water by 
means of weirs and dams. \V e know that a 
large water surface has a great effeet upon the 
humidity of the air, and that has a direct influence 
upon the rainfall. We know that cheap water 
has been obtained in other parts of the colonies. 
I have only to point to Tasmania, where, at 
Campbelltown, tbey have secured 6,048,000,000 
gallons of water at the small cost of £7,600. The 
hon. member for B<tlonne says that he knows 
this, and can bear out what I say. In South 
Australia water has been struck at a depth of 
1,220 feet, or 1,040 below the level of the sea, and 
it rose 20 feet above the surface; whilst at Hergott 
Springs it was struck at a depth of 83(1 feet, and 
the flow was 65 feet above the tubes. Now, with 
regard to water for domestic purposes, we know 
that not very long since the Railway Commis­
sioner was compelled to run water trains to the 
\Vestern districts in the Southern and Northern 
portions of the colony, and I remember well, r_10t 
very many years ago, we had to run water trams 
even to the Hosewoud to save the people from a 
water famine. 

l\Ir. W. HAMILTON : They are running them 
now in smne places. 

Mr. KATES: It is not long since we passed a 
Health Bill, and I am sure a pure water supply 
will considerably assist in carrying out that 
measure. \Vith regard to the second part of this 
scheme-that is, water for stock-I need hardly 
tell you, Sir, and other hon. members, that we 
have lost thousands, tens of thousands, and 
millions of pounds through the want of a good 
water supply in our \V estern districts. I was 
in communication with the Chid Inspector of 
Stock, Mr. Gordon, and I asked bin-, to be good 
enough to give me the stock returns for this 
colony-not up to the end of last year, but 
to a much later date, and he has supplied 
them up to the 1st of last m:mth. He 
says that in 18!l2 we had 21,708,310 sheep 
in. this colony, and he thinks that now the 
number has shrunk to 9,000,000, and I believe 
that both cattle and sheep are still dying in the 
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West on account of the drought. He tells us 
that in the year 1S70 we had 8,100,000 sheep; in 
1871 there were 7,493,000; in 1872 there were 
(i,600,000. Those were three yearH of drought. 
When the drought broke in 1873, there was an 
increase of 1,000,000 as compared with 1872; in 
1874 there was an increase of another 100,000 
sheep; in 1875, another increase of 100,000; in 
187G, 1877, and 1878 there was another three 
yBars' drought, the numbers falling in 1877 to 
G,200,000. In 1878 the number was 5,600,000. 
Then we had four good years, when we recovered, 
and in the year 18tll the number of sheep had 
risen to 8,000,000, and 1882 to 12,000,000. 'l'hen 
we had three years' drought again-in 1883, 
1884, and 1885-and we had a fall to 9,000,000. 
In 1886 we commenced to rise to 9,000,000; 
in 1887 to 12,000,000 ; in 1888 to 13,000,000 ; 
in 1889 to 14,000,000; in 1890 to 18,000,000; 
in 1891 to 20,000,000; and in 1893 to 21,700,000. 
That is the greatest number of sheep we 
have had since the separation of Queens­
land from the mother colonv. Then the 
numbers began to fall. In · 1893 we had 
18,000,000; in 1894, 19,500,000; in 1895, 
19,800,000; in 189G, UJ,500,000; in 1897, 
17,700,000; in 1:0!18, 17,500,000; in 189!!, 
15,000,000; and now this year we have come 
down to 9,000,000. This shows the necessity for 
this motion. The Chief Inspector of Stock 
also tells us in connection with out• stock 
routes-

llad there been defined stock routes, wit,h water 
available at convenient distances, the losses would not 
have been anything like so heavy, as even in the case 
of sheep trucked to the coast for agistment very heavy 
losses occurred "\vhilc the 1--hccp were being travelled 10 
the nearest trucking station. 

\Ye know that a great many losses have taken 
place on account of there being- no water on our 
stock routes. Sometimes they had to travel 50 
or 60 miles to where they were trucked, and 
they had not a drop of water all the way, so that 
if we can provide water along these stock routes 
by some means, we shall do a good thing for the 
\Yestern pastoralists, as it will prevent the loss 
of half their sheep on the road. 'l'he next part 
of my remarks applies to irrrigation. This irriga­
tion question is not a new one. It is a very old one. 
It was practised many, many years ago in Egypt, 
and it was practised in South Americ<1 by the 
Incas long before the advent of the Spaniards. 
In modern times in India, and in the south­
western portion of the United St,tes of America, 
the greatest pains have been taken to develop 
the water supply upon a very large scale indeed ; 
-but it is not necessary, neither is it practicable, to 
irrigate all the lands available for such purposes. 
For instance, in some parts of America there are 
areas of 1,000,000 square miles fit for irrigation, 
but ':'nly 2,500,00q a?res .have been brought under 
the mfluence of 1rngatwn, and in the Madras 
Presidency in India, out of 90,000,000 acres only 
2,600,000 acres, or less than 3 per cent., have 
be~n irrigated by public works, and, including­
private tanks and wells, the proportion irrigated 
does not exceed 5 per cent. of the whole area. 
In Spain it is only 5 per cent. In Lombardy, at 
the foot of the Italian Alps, where there is a very 
thrifty class of people, who by beneficiallegisla-

tiou have been able to irrigate 
[4 p.m.] !argely, even there the percentage 

Is only 2~. If we could establish in 
this colony such a scheme, I shall be able to 
point out, from reports from the irrigation 
engineer, that our settlement would be like bees 
in a hive by means of intense cultivation. I wish 
now to make a few remarks about intense cnlti­
vation. \Ye are apt, coming from th9 old 
country, to run in the old groove of growing 
potatoes, wheat, maize, hay; we forget that we 
are in an altogether different geographical posi· 
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tion. \Ye have a tropical and semi-tropical 
climate; and I think, by means of intense cultiva­
tion, we can produce articles of a much higher 
value than maize, wheat, potatoes, and hay. In 
connection with flax cultivation, we know that 
the manufactured article representing an acre of 
flax is worth £2,000. \Ye know also that hops, 
which can be cultivated in this country, have 
been sold on the poles in . the county of Kent in 
the south of England <1t £200 per acre. Skill 
and enterprise combined with labour will cer­
tainly produce a greater value per acre than 
we have hitherto produced in this colony. I 
have been carefully looking over the reports that 
have come to haud in connection with irrigation 
in this colony, and I have here the report sent 
in to the Government by Mr. Righy, tbe irriga­
tion engineer. He points out the different 
watercourses in the colony where irrigation is 
highly practicable. With regard to the Severn 
River, he says-

'fhis is the first good supply of water that I have yet 
met with in the colony. Judging by the indications of 
this stream and from all local infonnation that I can 
g~Ltller, I have no doubt that even in dry seasons there 
is a considerable volume of water flowing. 

And after making investigations in the Warwick 
district he says-

In this neighbourhood I have examined most of the 
town common tmd the adjoining Sandy Creek reserve. 
I have taken levels from the centre portion of the town 
common down to the Condamine. 

It would be possible to brin.~ under irrigation about 
2,000 acres of this land lying near the river Uy pumping 
up to a height of flO feet. 

This land is undulating and partly cleared. The 
soil is light and sandy, generally sloping northwards 
down to the river1 and should be very suitable for vine 
culture. 
Two thousand acres under irrigation is of greater 
value than 40,000 acre~ under dry cultivation 
waiting for rainfall from the clouds. 'fhen he 
reports on the Condamine River, es~•ecially that 
portion between \Yarra and Chinchilla-

It will be seen that by constructing three weirs, each 
14 feet high only to the permanent sills, and with an 
additional 6 feet height of removable waste boards, or 
20 feet high in all, over 1,700,000,000 gallons o! w!tter 
can be impounded, withont reckoning the mnount 
which would be backed up into the various creeks and 
billabougs. 
Just imagine 1,700,000,000 gallons being im­
pounded for irrigation purp0ses ! I consider it 
is an enormous volume of water. Properly 
distributed it would be of immense benefit to 
that part of the country which is at present in 
the hands of the lessees, and which could be 
resumed by the Crown and made so highly 
productive and beneficial to the country. Then 
he tells us-

Having then this 1,700,000,000 gallons available, and 
pumping twenty hours per day, or practically day and 
night, at the rate of 40 cubic feet per second, or 
18,000,000 gallons per day, it would take sixteen weeks' 
pumping to empty the reservoirs. 
This shows what quantity of water is at our 
disposal if we only apply ourselves to secure it. 
He says fuel is plentiful there. Then, with • 
regard to the area, he says-

'l'he area of the land bounded on the north by the 
\ifestern Railway and on the south by the Condu.miue 
River and extending east to west from "\IVarra to 
Chinchilla is, in all, about 56 square miles, or 35,840 
acres; of these 18 square miles are selected) leaving 
~8 square miles, or 24,000 acres. About one-third of 
these, or say 8,000 acres, are under prickly pear~ leaving 
16,000 acres of Crown land to be dealt with. Of this 
vrobably one-half, or 8,000 acres, will be found within 
reach of the water and suitable for irrigu.tion. In 
addition to the above there are about 8 squa.re miles, 
or 5,000 acres, of good sandy loam forest land on the 
northern side of the railway, and adjoining Chinollilla, 
which could be partly irrigated from the river ancl !rom 
Charley's Creek. 
1 want to say thls: If we would even go so far 
as to spend £1,000,000 pn wat~r Btornge and 
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irrir:ation in this country, the money would not 
be lost; in fact, we would get it back tenfold. 
'rhen he talks about the Coudamine ltiver 
between Dalby and Macalister-

T\VO timber weirs could be placed in this p01·tion of 
the river-one at or near Macalh;ter, and n,nother nine 
miles higher up the ri\'er. 

rrhc height of the permanent sills of thr"ie weirs 
should not exceed 12 feet above the low level of the 
river, with an additiomtl 6 feet of removable flood 
boards, or 18 feet total height. 

'rho quantity of water impounded 1Jy these two weirs 
would lJe 356,1tOO,OOO gaJions, or suflicicnt for three 
watcriugs of 4.inches each over an area of 1,300 acres. 
All these are feasible, and the cost would not be 
ye~y rr!uch. And if we were to go in largely for 
HTJgatwn there would be no necessity for putting 
£50,000 on the Estimates for immigration; and 
there would be no necessity for additional 
taxation ; and we would improve our Crown 
lands considerably. \Vhere we are at present 
leasing lands at le!. per acre, we would be able 
to dispose of then1 at £5 or £6 per acre, seeing 
that they are so near the settled districts. \Ve 
have never done much in that direction and it 
is time we did something. \Vhat is th~ use of 
spending millionH t.o take railways into the 
\Vestern districts when the stuck is all dead and 
the people are all going tu lea vA? ' 

Mr. \V. HA~JIW'ON : What is the use of build­
ing the via 1'Ccta it there is no water there'! 

Mr. KATES: The vin 1'Ccta. is not in drought­
stricken country. The via 1'Cctcc is in the proper 
place. \Ve have olready borrowed about 
£32,000,000, and if we had burrowed another 
£!\,000,000 and spent it on water supply for the 
\Vestern districts we would have had more than 
9,000,000 sheep alive. I wish to point out what 
has been done in the \V estern district even this 
year, in time of drought. I have received from 
a gentleman in the drought-stricken district 
Mr. Baker, of Bingabang'o, a parcel of wheat 
grow': on an irri~ated patch of country this year, 
and 1t compares favourably with any wheat 
grown in the Australian colonies. If a man call 
grow a small <Jljantity like that, there is nothing 
to prevent him producing it in a larger qnantity 
by the extension of his cultivation and the 
application of water. 

Mr. \V. HAMILTON: They grow it successfully 
at Barcaldine. 

Mr. KATES: This was grown between 
Mitchell and Charleville. I shall have some­
thing to say about Barcaldine later on. His 
Excellency the Governor, during his Western 
tour, had his eyes open and saw what was going 
on, and what did he tell the newspaper reporter 
of the local paper? H6 said he considered it 
possible that some system of water storage might 
be ado~Led to minimise the effects of droughts. 
Regardmg the country near Winton, he said 
that several grassy paddocks were noticerl, but 
there was no water, though some of the grass was 
very green. And then we have the agricultural 

· adviser t<_> the Govemment, Jl,fr. Peter McLean, 
who has JUSt returned from theW estern districts, 
and he says-

The deplora.ble conditions in the "\\"est are more 
serious than many people imagine. Many of the wells 
are giving out, and though some of the bores on the 
higher lands have ceased to flow an inexhaustible 
supply of water can be obtained with the aid of an 
engine. 
He tells us that it can be done, and if it can be 
.done, why is it not done? 

Mr. J ACKSON: The expense is too great. 
Mr. KATES: Mr. Campbell, a member of the 

grazing company, when he was in Brisbane stated 
that he and others had made good use of desert 
country about Barcaldine by sinking wells, and 
good water for stock, 20 feet deep, rose up to 
near the surface when tapped, Troushing was 

supplied, and 7,500 sheep and 150 horses and 
cattle were watered. \V ell, if one man can do 
that, why cannot others do it? 

Mr. Bowii!AN : What about the country where 
they cannot get bore water? 

Mr. KATES: Butthey have not tried. Now, 
there is the Alice River settlement, where a 
remnant of the strikers of 1891 me settled. A 
creditable lot of people settled on the Alice 
River, and though they have diminished from 
ninety to eight, still they have shown what can 
be done by means of irrigation. This small 
number of men, by means of a bore, are supply­
ing the whole district with fruit and agricultural 
produce of the value of £700 or £800 a year. If 
a small settlement cnn do that, there is room for 
a hundred such settlements to do likewise. Now, 
in conuection with this irrig<ttinn, a gentleman 
named Nixon tells us-

'iVithin a distance of 5 miles below St. Gcorge and 10 
mi.les above it there arc sixteen different falls. In a 
distance of lU miles there is a fall of •15 feet. At 
one place there is a fall of 6 feet H inches in a distance 
of 600 feet. 'l'here are two other falls above that in a 
distance of H miles, and nine smaller ones. aggregating 
at least 35 feet, in a. distauce of 12 miles. "With a fall of 
that sort any intelligent person must see at once that 
the uatural facilitim; for irrigation existing here are not 
equalled in any otlwr part of Qneem;land, when you 
tal\:e into consideration the adaptability of the soil for 
produch1g anything you put into it. 1Vith a view of 
proving 'vhat is possible undPr a system of irrigation, 
I applied it on a small ::;calc during the p~tst dry sea~on, 
a11d the result so far cxeeoded anythmg I thought pos­
sible, that I have since lea:md 1 acre on the bank of the 
river and completed negotiations for a B-inch centri­
fugal pump, which I shall work 'vith an 18-horsc power 
engine. 

·wherever it has been tried it has been a succe<s. 
Mr. Henderson, the Hydraulic Engineer, in his 
report, te1Is us that irrigation has been practised 
on a small scale in variuns parts of the colony. 
He tells us with regard to sngar and tropical 
products there has been none in the South and 
none in the Centre, but 6,839 acres in the North ; 
fruit, including bananas and vegetables, lHG 
acres in the South, 1 5G acres in the Centre, and 
231 in the North ; maize, lucerne, and cereals, 
171 acres in the South, l!JO acres in the Central, 
and 54 in the North ; potatoes, 35 acres in the 
South; 27 acres in the Central, and 44 in the 
N ortb ; and grasses, 16 acres in the South, 
8,080 in the Central, and none in the North. 
\Vater by gravitation from flowing streams, he 
states, has been applied in the South to 25 acres, 
and in the North to 135 acres; by gravitation 
from flowing bores, 119 acres in the South, and 
8,264 in the Centre; by pumping by steam 
power, -18 acres in the South, and 6,964 in the 
North; and by pumping by other means, 212 
acres in the South, 189 acres in the Centre, and 
G!.J acres in the North. That is the report of the 
Hydraulic Engineer last year. Now, not only 
have these modes of water conservation been 
found practicable in the Northern districts for 
such purposes, but Mr. Rigby mentions the 
Flinders River. In connection with this river he 
tells us that all the country in the neighbourhood 
of Hughenden is suitable for water conservation 
for a greater part of tbe year. We are allowing 
thousands of tons of water to escape. \Vhy not 
impound this water? \Vhy not conserve ii? 
\Vhy not divert it into a depression, or secure it 
by means of excavations? Mr. Rig by not only 
rr;er,tions the :Flinders River, but the Burdekin-

In the delta there are about 150,000 acres, for the 
mos.t part flat country, so that nearly all of it could be 
irrigated. Be~ides that, above the delta there is a large 
extent of flat country along the river bank up as far as 
the gm·ge-in area also about 150,000 acres. This 
countr.\' above the delta is not so rich as that forming 
the delta itself, and can only be called good grazing 
count.ry as it is at ln'esent; though with irrigation it 
could be utilised for agriculture. 
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Of course grazing country can always be utilised 
for agriculture with a plentiful "npply of water, 
:Lnd wheat grows better on the lighter soil than 
on the bbck-soil flats, if there is a plentiful 
supply of w:Lter. 

If water can be stored on the different heads of the 
nnrtlckin. and a reservoir formed in t·hC gorge, it is 
possible tbat enough wnter can be had for the irriga­
tion of 300,000 Heres. A du.m at the gorge, of concrete, 
conid he built 150 feet high, and from here open 
channels would convey the water along both banks of 
the Burdokln down to and over the delta, and supply 
water all along their course:::;. 
This gentleman, I might point out, had been 
travelling all over the colony making personal 
investigations and taking levels in order that he 
might make reports upon what land is available 
throughout the colony for irrigation purposes. 
Speaking of the Leichhardt district., he says-

A large portion of this rainf~Lll, now wcrsc than use­
lc~s. could be conserved in the above-mentioned valleys, 
and in the upper part of the main elmmwl of the river 
by swtable overshot weirs. and afterwards di~tributcd 
hy g-ravitation over the rich Hats above and below the 
Den township. 

·rhcsc flats being now, to a large ext.ent, subject to 
floods aurl eonseqncntly of little value. shoulrt. be pro­
tected and reclaimed from the flood.s by suitable levees 
or embankments. Six thousand am·es is a fair estimate 
of the area of tirst-cla.ss agTicult.nral land whieh could 
be by these means reclaimed and subject to inigation. 

'!'his land is almost level, having a gradual fall jn the 
<lircet.ion of the river. 

I eonsider the best site for a weir and a principal 
head works in the river channel to be at a point between 
Piebald :\Immtain ~md Long Hill (see map), about 2~ 
miles above Caliungal head station . . 

'11110 cost of the required works for the irrigation of 
this distric~t would be, approximately, £50,000. 

I know of places where people would give £1 a 
year per acre if they could bring their lands 
under the influence of irrigation, mther than 
continue on the present unsatisfactory system. 
Mr. Rig by also speaks of the Dawson River, and 
says-

'rllis river, the principal t.ributary to the Pitzroy, 
flrains an area, including that of the Doe and Don 
Rivers, of lH,OOO sqnarA mile~, or one-t.hird of the entire 
watershed of the Fltzroy Rlver. 

lt may be described as Howing in a northerly direc­
tion through a large vlain or basin, which contains few 
elevations in the vicinity of the river. The length of 
this -plain, in the direction of the stream, or Irom south 
to north, is 187 miles, with an aventge width from east 
to vest of g) miles. 

i.\fost of this isoi)en cou~try with rich bl~ck soil of 
excellent quality, possibly decomposed basalt, and of 
volcanic origin. , 

Taking into consideration the above-described forma­
tion of this river basin and the quality of the soil, I 
<'onsidcr that this district cm1tains fa.ci1Hies favourable 
for irrigation on an extcn~ive scale, and I n.m convinced 
that a large quantity of water could be diverted from 
the river on to the land by gravitation through the 
l'CilUisite irriga,tion canals. 
Speaking of the Leichhardt, he says :-

'l'ho vriucipal watercourses arc Retreat., 'romahawk, 
:md 'l'heresa Creeks, though the two latter are by no 
mPans permanent streams. 

Retreat Creek has a larger and better watershed in the 
Drumrnond Range, also its course lies generally through 
a Hllperior chts~ of country. 

Proceeding towards the"heads of these creeks, I desire 
to eall your attention to the existence of a large natural 
b:tsin situated between two high spurs of the Drurnmond 
ltangc, and several miles in extent. 

'l'he outlet by which 'romuhawk Creek issues f1·om 
this valley is a narrow gorge between projecting rocks. 
This ga.p is not more than 200 feet average width and 
the height of the rocks on both sides 70 to 80 feet. 

If this were closed by a stone dam a very large body 
of water would be locked up in the valley, which widens 
out immediately above the gorge. The size of the lake 
so formed would be approximatel.v 4 miles iiJ. length 
and~ of a mile wide, and of considerable depth. 

Then he touches upon the Log>>n, the Alhert, 
and other rivers. Now, I think I have said 
sufficient to make it evident that this mat.ter is 
worthy of the consideration of the House. ·what 

is the use of us having such a large territory when 
it is not utilised to the hest :Ldvantage? That 
can only he done with the aid of a good water 
supply for stock and forirrigation. \Ve know very 
well that stock c:Ln exist for a very long time on a 
very little gmss, hut they cannot live any length 
of time without water. I am c,mvinced that 
hon. members will agree with me that money 
would be well spent in obtaining a competent 
engineer to find out the spots in our \Vestern 
territory where a system of irrigation could bP. 
established with ad vantage, :Lnd I thought I 
should only he doing my duty in bringing thi.s 
mntter under the attention of Parliament. 
\Ve have suffered quite long enough. We 
are losing every day. We do not know 
when our lossPs will terminate, or what will 
become of the great colony of Queensland if the 
pastoral industry goes down. Hitherto it has 
been the mainstay of the colony. I believe the 
Treasurer knows that the interest on the large 
»mount of money which we have borrowed has 
been chiefly supplied by the pastoral tenants of 
the Crown, and if they are not able to carry on 
we shall have to resort to additional taxation, 
which I think would be extremely undesimble. 
I have not moved for a Royal Commission or a 
select committee, because l-i.oyal Ci>mmissions, I 
know, are at the present time rather in bad 
odour. I hope the Government in their wisdom 
will take thi.s matter into earnest consideration. 

Mr. H TGGS : The wisdom of the Government! 
Mr. KA'l'ES : Yes, the wisdom of the Go­

vernment. They must be wise men, or else they 
would not he where they are. This is merely an 
abstract motion, and I do not think I need say 
any more upon it. I brlieve it would be of 
immeme service to the colony if we spent 
£2,000,000 on water conservation and irrigation. 
It would be money well laid out, and there would 
be great settlement wherever a system of irriga­
tion was introduced. especially between Chin­
chilla and \Varra, where the land is at present 
utterly useless and covered with prickly 11ear. 

Mr. Sil!l'l'H: What about Mildura? 
:!\Ir. KATES: Mildura, which was first estab­

lished by the Chaffey Brothers, was at first a 
failure, becanse of want of sufficient means to 
carry ont the system of irrigation properly, hut 
since the Gm·ernment have t:Lken it over they 
have exported large quantities of fruit from that 
pm·t of Victoria to l~ngland and elsewhere. I 
believe there are great possibilities in an effec­
tive system of irrigation, and I commend the 
subject to the favourable notice of the Govern­
ment. I know there are several hon. members 
who desire to say something on this motion, and 
without saying :Lnything further I will simply 
move the motion standing in my name. 

The PREMIEH. (Hon. R. Philp, 'l'ownsvillc): 
It is very desirable indeed that we should 

know the best methods of conserv­
[4'30 p.m.] ing our rainfall, and the best 

methods of irrigation ; but I would 
like to point out to the hon. member for Cunning­
ham that for a number of years past the various 
Governments have done a great deal in that 
direction, and we know now what parts of the 
country are suitable for artesian boring. Mr. Jack, 
who wa.s one of the hest authorities in Australia, 
and his aPsistant, Mr. Maitland, have been all 
over Queensland, inquiring •nto suitable places 
for artesian boring, and we have also the 
Hydraulic Engineer's map, showing the country 
which is artesian water hearing. For a number 
of years the Government has spent money in 
sinking bores, and only ten days ago a splendid 
supply of artesian water was struck near Ada­
vale, about lOO miles away from any other supply. 
I find on the :Estimates for this year t,here is a 
sum of £5G,OOO for this work. 

Mr. KATES: We wap.t £5,0001000. 
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The PREMIER: I dare say; but you can't 
get everything in one day, or one yectr. I may 
also point out that a great deal of money has 
been spent by leaseho'ders in Queensland-by 
private persons in the colony-in boring for 
water. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON : And by local bodies, too. 
The PREMIER: Ye', in providing water for 

different towns. I know one place on the Burde­
kin where a considerable sum of money was spent 
in irrigation-ana plantation called" The Pioneer 
Plantation," owned by Drysdale Brothers. For 
seven or ten years they have been irrigating 
2,000 or R,OOO acres of sugar land with suc­
cess. They are satisfied with what they 
have done. \Vater is i!Ot there at a depth 
of 20 or 25 feet by pumping, and the supply is 
almost inexhaustible. Personally, I would like 
to see some of the Western boards doing some­
thing more in this direction. Two or three 
years ago the Hydraulic Engineer handed 
over to some of these authorities some of the 
tanks, dams, and bore,, in the \Vest, with the 
view of their doing this kind of work ; but dry 
seasons have prevented these op,rations being 
started. Hon. members must remember that 
this is only a young colony-this is the fortieth 
year of our existence-and I consider in that 
time a great deal has been clone by our various 
Governments in this respect. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON : It is only lately thn,t we 
have gone in for rtrtesian boring. 

The PREMIER : It is only of late yen,rs that 
it was discovered, and a great deal more money 
has been spent here in this way than in New 
South Wales. 

Mr. REin: Publicly or privately? 
The PREMIER: Both publicly and priv .. tely. 

\Ve have offered to share with New South \Vales 
hn,H the expense of putting clown a bore at 
Hungerford. The Government Geologist has 
some doubt about arterian water being- f,>und 
therP, but it would be a great boon to that part 
of the colony if it should be discovered. Mr. 
Henclerson, the Hydraulic Engineer, has taken a 
great deal of interest in the question of water 
supply, and his annual reports are well worth 
reading. Mr. Rigby has had a great deal to do 
in inspecting the country with a view to 
irrigation, :1nd be has made several surveys, but 
nothing practical has been done owing to the 
drought. I would like to see some experiments 
made in connection with the \V estern bores, so 
as to show what can be done in this way. I 
don't know whether irrigation for the growing 
of sheep there would pay. 

Mr. HAUDAOmJ: They do that in America. 
The PREMIEH: But in many places in 

America the water comes down from the snow­
capped mountains and the expense is compara­
tively small. Again, I would point out to the 
hon. member for Cunninghn,m that the losses of 
stock are not so much due to the want of water 
as to the want of grass. I know many stations 
where there is a good supply of water, yet they 
have lost their stock. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON: Yes, in some places where 
there are running streams. 

Mr. J ACKSON : T s there no cure for that? 
The PREMIER : Yes, but the cost of lrn­

gation would be too great in proportion to the 
benefit. It is astonishing the amount of money 
that has been spent in this direction, and every 
year we are spending money in this way. This 
is a question on which we might speak for a 
week, and I don't think more can be done now 
taan we are doing at present. 

Mr. HARD ACRE (Leichhardt): I have very 
great sympathy with this motion, bnt, as it is 
worded here, it is very abstract. Its object is 
to call greater attention to the question of water 
supply, and especially to the qu~stion of irriga. 

tion, and these are very important matters 
bspecially in Queensland, and especially in 
drought-stricken districts, where the natural 
rainfall is not sufficient for the people there 
to produce their crops. If this motion will 
call attention to the conservation of water 
in the West, it will not be alt<Jgether lost time. 
In America, India, and Southern Europe, they are 
spending large sums of money in this way. In 
India they h•we spent .£14,000,000 on irrigation 
works, and in some parts of America they have 
spent large sums. 

Mr. JAOKSON: But look at the population 
there. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: I don't say that we should 
spend so much here in this connection as they do 
in India or America ; but I think the Govern­
ment might do a great deal more than they 
have done and are doing now. I am of opinion 
that we cannot spend public money in a better 
way than in the conservation of water and 
irriga~ion. That is one of the planks in the 
Labour platform, and it has been so for eight or 
nine years. There is no more important plank 
in our platform than that one. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON : It is one of the planks 
that has been ridiculed. 

Mr. HARDACRE: I believe it is even Df 
more importance to spend money in Queensland 
upon the conservation of water than upon the 
construction of railways. It would be better to 
do something in this way which would make our 
existing railways pay than to extend them to 
districts where they are not likely to pay for 
many years. In America especially, the utilisa­
tion of water for the growth of crops has been 
particularly successful-in California, Arizona, 
N evacla, Dakota, and the Salt Lake V alley, it 
has, to use a proverbial expression, made the 
desert blossom like the rose. 

Mr. KA'l'ES : And in Colorado. 
Mr. HARD ACRE: And in Colorado as well. 

I have a statement here, takPn from the Centu1·y 
Jl1~agazine, which describes what has been clone 
by irrigation in Arizona, It is said that-

rrhe transcontinental traveller Wl10 passes t hrougb 
Southern Arizon:.t carries away the impression that this 
great territory-this State of the et~rly future-is an 
almost hopeless waste. He secs only the vast desert, 
its soil-like ashes marked with no vegetation save the 
grim pillar of the cactus and the gnarled branches of 
the mesquit. But if the traveller ,,~ould leave the main 
line at :J.iaricopa. the train would carry him in an hour 
into the heart of the reaJ Arizona. llere he would 
behold the miracle of irrigation. 'l'he Salt River Valley 
has felt the touch of living water, and 1ts deserts have 
been transformed into green pastures, gardens, and 
orchards. The productiveness of the gray soil, when 
watered, surpasses description. Phrenix, the capital, is 
surrounded by tens of thousa,nds of acres of irrigated 
land; and he1·e the flag of mvilisation has been planted 
in the heart of the primeval desert. 
What has been clone in America may as well be 
done in Queensland. I would 1ike the motion to 
go a litL!e further than it does and commit the 
House to take some action in the n>atter beyond 
making diligent inquiries, which I know the 
department is doing. I think the department 
should obtain all the information possible as to 
what is being done in other colonies, ar.cl should 
embody that information in a report. I would 
have no objection even to a motion which would 
commit this House to the establishment of a 
department of irrigation, as in America they 
have National Commissions on Irrigation. 'fhe 
Department of Agriculture might well devote 
more of its attention to obtaining information as 
to the hest methods of irrigation to be adopted in 
Queensland. There is one matter I wish to refer 
to, and in connection with which I wish to insert 
an amendment in this motion. Some members 
may think it a fad, too ideal, and too much 
beyond the standard of possibilities, but what I 
refer to is the production Df artificial rain.~ 
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M~. REID: What do you call "artificial rain"? 
Mr. BoWMAN: You want Professor Pepper. 
Mr. HARD ACRE : It may be derided at the 

present time, but there is not the slightest doubt 
in my mind that before many years are over we 
shall successfully precipitate rain from clouds 
hovering near the earth. 

Mr. W. HAMim'ON: They are building a special 
gun in Mackay to bang at the clouds with. 

Mr. HARDACRE : The amendment I wish 
to move is the insertion, after the words "water 
supply," of the wnrrl" "and that experiments 
should be made for the production of artificial 
rainfall, by the precipitation of moisture from 
clouds." Some years ago the experiment was 
made with some success, but it was not followed 
up to any great extent, and no final conclusions 
were arrived at. We knnw the celebrated 
experiment made in Queensland some seventeen 
years ago b_v: Profeswr Pepper, and recently, I 
understand, It has been proposed to make a fresh 
attempt in Mackay. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Pepper did not 
bring down rain. 

Mr. HARDACRE: No, he did not; but I 
think there is a great deal in the idea, and 
when clouds full of moisture are near the earth 
it may be possible by concussion to precir,itate 
their moisture. 'The writer of an article copied 
into the Brisbane Courier from the Sydney 
Morning He1·ald, in commenting upon the pro­
paRa! made at Mackay, makes what in my 
opinion is a most valuable suggestion. He 
says-

In a country like Australia, where so much de pen lis 
upon the rainfall, it seems surprising to see so little 
done experimentally. I see by your paper that in 
Queensland some effort is being made to produce rain 
by concussion, but the result will be very doubtful. 

With the presence of a nimbus cloud, cloud-rain can 
be precipitated with a.bsolute certainty by a sudden 
and great reduction of temperature within the eland 
area. 

This can be done by means of a shell containing 
liquid air timed to burst in or near tbc cloud, reducing 
the temperature several degrees below zero. rrheresult 
would be precipitation of the vapour in the form of 
snow, sleet, and rnin. Should the experiment be under­
tnl{en suceess would be absolute. 
I am not surA that succf'Bs would be absolute, 
but I do say that there are sufficient reasonable 
probabilities in the idea to warrant some exp0ri­
ments being made. A very small sum of, say, 
£500 a year, so spent would resulo in very 
valuable information being got., and might result 
in successful operations. I would be glad if 
the Agricultural Department particularly would 
make exhaustive inquiries, and submit a report 
as to what is being done in other countries, and 
as to the cost of irrigation and the conservation of 
water, for the information of agriculturists and 
the public generally. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON ( Gregory) : I was rather 
surprised to find the hon. member for Cunning­
ham bringing this up, bec>tuse it has for years 
been one of the planks of the Labour platform. 
Hon. members on the other side annexed a good 
many of those planks at the t.ime of the Toowong 
election, but if they keep on annexing them like 
this there will be no such thing as a Labour 
platform left to use as a bogey at the next elec­
tion. I am entirely sympathetic with the hon. 
member in thi' motion. Of course, in the form 
in which it is brought up it is a pretty big 
order-the conservation and storage of the spare 
water of our rivers in flood time. Why there is 
enough water goes down one of our \V estern 
rivers in a wet season as would irrigate the whole 
of Queensland the whole year round if it was 
possible t.o conserve it !n some way or another. 
In speakmg about puttmg down artesian wells 
for irrigation purposes, the hon. me m her referred 
to what has been done at Barcaldine. B'ut it must 
be remembered that Barcaldine is particularly 

favoured in this respect. Not only is the 
water found at shallow depths, but it is remark­
ably free from minerals, while the soil is sandy. 
Mr. Campbell, Mr. Croniu, and several others 
have carried on agriculture successfully there by 
means of irrigation, but it is a very large order 
to attempt the same thing out on the Western 
downs in the neighbourhood of Win ton, where you 
have to go down 4, 000 feet to strike the water, 
and then you do not get a very great supply. 

Mr. KATES : \Vel!, conserve the rainfall. 
Mr. W. HAMILTON: That will take a great 

deal of money. 
Mr. STORY : And where are you going to put 

the water? 
Mr. W. HAMILTON : The water would 

spread all over the country. There are not many 
places in the 'Western rivers that I know of 
where there are facilities for constructing 
reservoirs. 

Mr. REm : 'l'hey would dry up in a dry season. 
Mr. W. HAMILTON : It might be a good 

thing in future years to dam those rivers, but it 
is a very big order at the present time. The hon. 
member spoke of putting down artesian wells for 
stock. That is very much needed, and on a great 
many stock routes the local authorities have put 
down artesian wells. The Winton Divisional 
Board is now considering the advisability of 
putting one down on the road from Ayrshire 
Downs to \Vinton, merely to open up the road 
for the travelling public. I must give the Go­
vernment credit for having done a great deal in 
that way. As the Treasurer pointed out, 
there is a sum of £5fi,OOO on the Estimates 
this year for artesian wells, and I know that 
several of them are to be in very good positions. 
'They are to be put down where there are no 
wells at present, so that they will practically 
prospect the country, and ascertain whether it is 
artesian, and at what de!Jths water is likely to 
be obtained. That is a very good idea, and I do 
not think that anyone would have grudged the 
money if the amount asked for was £100,000. 
In New South vYales they have pas~ed an Act 
enabling loans to be made to groups of selectors 
to put down bores. The system haR proverl a 
success, and it would be a very good thing if our 
Government initiatcrl the sn,me "Y"tem in this 
colony. I know that a few years ago a group 
of selectors out near Longreach wanted the 
Government to lend them money for the 
purpose of putting down a bore, and they 
were willing to make themselves jointly 
liable for the 1 •ayment of interest and redemp­
tion, hut the Government could not see their 
way to lend them the money. If such a sys~em 
was adopted, it would go a long way to amelior­
ate the condition of things in the West, and it 
certainly is more practicable to put down bores 
than to construct reservoirs in the Western 
rivers. I shall be only too pleased to support 
the motion, because I believe the hon. member's 
intentions are good. As he said, it is merely a 
suggestion to the Government, but it is one 
that they might well act upon. All branches 
of ,the pn,storal industry are deserving of 
assistance from the Government. All the other 
industries have been largely bolstered up in Lhe 
l'ast at the expense of the pastoral industry, and 
very much to itsdetrim9nt, and an industry that is 
responsible for more than half of onr exports 
deserves far more consideration than it has had 
in the past. As to the amendment talked of by 
the hon. member for Leichhardt of blowing the 
clouds to pieces, I see by the papers that they 
are building a gun specially for that purpose at 
Mackay, and it would be a good thing to wait 
and see how the experiment gets on there.. I am 
very plmserl to support the mntion. 

rVIr. TOOTH (Bur1•mn) : The motion has my 
entire sympathy, and it certainly shall have my 



2t22 Oonse?·vation qf Water. [ASSEMBLY.] Oonservution of Water. 

support. The few remarks I am <tbout to m<tke 
will refer more especblly to the latter portion of 
the motion, dealing with the conservation of the 
water in onr rivers. I do not need to say­
because it is a well-known fact-that all our 
coastal rivers and creeks are tidal, and I think 
that with very little expense in most instances, 
bv throwing dams across th0se streams at suit­
able places, miles and miles of water frontage­
which is now useless on account of its being 
salt or brackish-could be made available for 
pastoral, agricultural, or domestic purposes. I 
shall give the House one or two instances which 
have come under my personal observation. Take 
the Maryborough water supply. The town of 
Maryborough, with a population of 13,000 or 
11,000 inhabitants, obtains its water "upply from 
Tinana Creek, which runs into the Mary !liver 
something like a couple of miles above the town, 
and that creek is consequently tidal. vVhen 
they went in for a water supply they found that 
by throwing a concrete dam across the creek­
which, to my personal knowledge, did not cost 
much more than £500-·they were able to keep 
back the tide, and by that means, and at very 
little expense, they got an ample water supply 
for the town. The council have never yet, since 
the waterworks were established, had to caution 
consumers to be c"'reful with the water, simply 
because they know the supply is unlimited. 
I noticed last week a report from the engineer to 

the council drawing attention to 
[5 p.m.] the fact that, though there had been 

no rain in consequence of the droughc 
for the last two years in the district, the council 
need bave no fear whatever with regard to any 
scarcity in the water supply. 'l'here is an in­
stance where a small expenditure has had a good 
result. 'l'here is also another. ca'!le which has 
come under my notice during the last three or 
fonr months. At the township of Howard the 
R:tilway D<>partment found it necessary to have 
an ample supply of water, and to get that water 
a dam was put across the Burrum River, close to 
th0 town. I believe the dam itself was built at 
a cost of less than £GOO. At all events, lmild­
ing the dam across the river has been the means 
of blocking the tides and giving miles of 
frontage to that river suitable for agricultural, 
pastoral, and domestic purposes, which has 
hitherto been totally useless. I know that the 
Mary River and the Burnett River could be 
treated similarly at very small expense; bnt the 
question is: Who is to go to the expense of 
hnilrling those dams where practicable? Some 
people s<>y the divisional board ; but I think the 
divisional boards have q11ite enough to do with 
their money without going to the expense of the 
comervation of water. I trust that the motion 
will be carried, and also that it will be acted on 
by the Government. 

Mr. BO\VMAN (Wa1·rego): I also intend to 
support the m.otion, particularly in reference to 
the conservatiOn of water on our stock routes, 
ami in some of our \V estern towns. In Anga­
thella there is almost a water famine, the nearest 
surface water being 13 miles away; and hon. 
members may have noticed a report stating that 
teamsters coming in had to go 4 miles to a private 
well to get water for their stock. I had a letter 
to-day from that locality stating that they anti­
cipate that most of the persons with families in 
that district will have to leave, so that there 
is a very strong necessity for the GoYern­
ment conserdng water and endeavouring to 
procure it. I will say that, when the Treasurer 
was approached with the view of getting 
a permanent water supply, he signified his 
willingness to put a bore down if arrangements 
can be made with the Mnrweh Divisional Board 
to pay half the expcn"e. 'I' here would be a very 
great difficulty in some parts of the Western 

country in conserving large quantities of water 
by means of tanks, for the reason that the ground 
is so porous. I have known very large tanks 
constructed there, and no matter how heavy may 
be the rainfall they are unable to retttin the 
water on account of the porous nature of the 
soil. But still there is a stern necessity for 
putting down tanks on several of our roads and 
stock routes for the benefit of carriers and 
drovers. There is a very successful flow of water 
at Adavale now, but last year they had to 
travel 7 miies to the Lily \V aterholes 
to get water to supply the town. Anything 
th<tt can be done by the Government to relieve 
the necessities of the people in the drought­
stricken parts of the colony in the matter of 
water supply will meet with general favour. In 
connection with artesian boring, I believe in tho 
principle suggested by the hon. member for 
Gregory-namely, that the Government might 
make special provision for assisting selectors, 
particularly where there is a number of them 
grouped together, so that they might be able to 
get a bore put down without having to borrow 
the money from private individuals at extor­
tionate rates of interest. I may mention that 
irrigation has been tried to a limited extent at 
Thurulgoona, in the electorate of Balonne, where 
cultivation has been carried on with very great 
success; but I think there would be great 
difficulty in carrying it out to the extent 
indicated by the hon. member who moved the 
motion this afwrnoon. I am pleased to think 
the Agricultural Department is to be a.pproached 
with t.he view of trying experiment farms near 
some of the bores, and I think there are some 
n,ost suitable places in the district I have the 
honour to represent. I trust that the Govcrn­
nwnt will not be backward in sper.ding money 
to provide a water supply for the persons in the 
outside towns of the colony, and also for persons 
travelling with stock. Any motion for the better 
conservation of water will rPceive my ht•arty 
support. It is pitiful to see the suffering existing 
in the \Vest from w>tnt of water, and I think the 
hnn. member deserves every credit for having 
brought forwarrl this motion. 

Mr. STOl:tY (Bnlonnc): It is almost impossible 
in a country like this, devastated as it often is by 
droughts, for any hon. member to move any 
motiim in connection with the conservation of 
water, however impracticable the motion may be 
in some cases, without meeting with appro­
bation ; at the same time, the mere discussion of 
the question may lead to some action being taken 
by the Government later on. Those hon. mem­
bers who are acquainted with the \Vestern 
country know how seldom our rivers run, and that 
when they are in high flood there is an immense 
spread of water; also that, in spite of anything that 
can be done, it is impossible to save the flood water. 
If the large excavations were made that the hon. 
gentleman seems to think possible the water 
would sweep over and simply leave theso tanks 
full of silt. Th<'re is another thing. In making 
a dam the most important thing is to arrange 
the bywash so that the spare water may go clean 
away into another channel, which will distri bnte 
it over the country almost like a flood. In 
most black-soil country the soil is so friable that 
it goes away with the water like flour, and the 
result would he that in a large flood the water 
would get round the end of the dam and not 
spread outward, but go back to the river again. 
I may point out that where the Widgeegoara 
Creek and the Nowra Creek leave the vVarrego 
River, and run for 20 or 30 miles watermg the 
country as they go, I think it would be a good 
thing for the Government to erect where 
these watercourses leave the river a dan1 
of RUfilcient magnitude that in a half-flood, 
or what we call a " banker," the water which is 
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entirely lost because it runs down tbe channels 
would be arrested and made to spreaJ over the 
country as it does in a high flood. You will 
understand that the river must be over the 
banks before it can get into the channels to get 
away down through the country. I do not think 
there is a great deal to be done in the way of 
irrigation from bores. The irrigation which 
takes plac~ in the Western country is on such an 
enormous scale when the rivers rise in a 
great flood that nobody can imagine any 
other means of Cftrrying it out. The water 
from a bore or anyLhing of the kind could 
not be applied except to some cnltimtion pad­
docks. Rain is about the only thing we can 
depend upon for irrigation. My friend the 
h(m, member for Cunningham produced a 
srtmple of wheat grown at l'llr. Baker's, Binga­
brtngo Farm, and he says it is aq good a sample 
as any produced in Queellsland. I know »lso· 
that through the same means there has been 
splenrlid wheat grown at Thnrnlgoona, and I 
know of fine gardens and fine lucerne paddocks 
kept going by means of artesian water. All that, 
however, is necessarily on a small scale. Pro­
bahly the most that could be done by irrigation, 
even with a large bore, would be to grow some 
fodder for working horses, or perhaps some feed 
for dairy cattle. There is no scheme possible 
that would feed the enormous amount of stock 
that we have to look after in times of drought 
like these. I am sorry to have to say 
qo, but men who know the great extent of 
country and its varied conditions will admit 
that it is impossible to apply any scheme of 
irrigation that would do away with the effects 
of drought. The watering of stock routes cer­
tainly is a matter very easy of accomplishment, 
and in a great many instances it ha, been none. 
The Government in one border township, where 
nearly the whole of the cattle from \Vestern 
Queensland cross into New South \Vales, started 
a bore for the purpose of watering travelling 
stock. So necessary was it that when tile 
tmvelling stock arrived at the border fence, where 
they had to be inspected for ticks, it was impos­
sible to do anything with them owing to the fact 
that the nearest water was 12 miles distant, and 
by the time the cattle got back to the fence it 
was necessary for them to turn back to get 
another drink. Fortunately the J>remier reali"ed 
the difficulty, and he has arranged that a bore shall 
be put down at this particular place, so as to leave 
the road open to the travelling stock fr,lm \Vest.ern 
Queensland. So far it has not been a success, but 
we are hoJ.Jing that something> more may he done 
to make it the success that it deserves to be, as 
there are immense artesian bores in the same 
district. The suggestion of my hon. friend the 
member for Leichhardt, that something might 
be done with the cloud", is a novel one. 'vVe have 
plenty of clouds, and I do not know but that we 
might do something in the sty le of the 
Eiijah business. People do pray for rain a g-ood 
deal, but not very succe,;sfully, where:ts Elij:th 
certainly was successful. 'rhe difficulty is 
that clouds overshadow a great lot of country, 
nnd the man firing the liquid air might burst a 
cloud, and the rain might •lescend upon ::mother 
mnn's country. The question would then hB, 
How would those two men stand in relation to 
one another? \Vould the m::m who supplied the 
liquid air and caused the rain to fall on another 
man's land be entitled to damages or compensa­
tion for the expenses which he had been put to 
to bring down the rain? I would suggest that 
the proper way of settling the matter would be 
to allow the man who snpplied the liquid nir to 
trespass on his neighbour's country. I think 
when the nPxt Ln.nd Bill is introduced, that 
ought to be made so definite that there can be no 
misunderstanding about it, and if you could not 

cause a shower of rain to fall on yonrown country, 
possibly you might go to a considerable amount 
of expense, and get· very little satisfaction ; 
unless the Government or the 11ivisional board 
were to take the matter in hand and charge by 
re>sults. I think the motion moved by the hon. 
member for Cnnningham is a most aclmira ble 
one; bnt to put it into operation to the extent 
that he wishes would cosG an immense amount 
of money. But a start having once been made, 
there is no doubt that the Government wonld 
find tbat it p·tid in every conceivable manner. I 
sh:tll support the motion. 

qllestion put and passed. 

SPEAKE11'S RULING. 

Mr. FISHER (Gi/tnpic), in moving-
'rlmt ::vrr. Speaker's ruling, ns it appeal's in Hansard, 

3rd December last, page 2:3~:~. a.s nttachetl, is not in 
aecordnnce with our Nta.nding Orders :-

"At this stage the mcmhets of the Opposition, with 
the exeeption of .:\:Iessrs. 1\Iaxwoll and Glassoy, left the 
Cluunbor in a body. 

"Before passing the bar, Mr. Fn'7.GfmAr.n, turning to 
the Ministerial benches, said, • You ought to be d--d 
well asha.mcd of yourselves.' 

"The SPEAKER: The conduct of the bon. member for 
Mite hell is of such a nature that the chair cannot refuse 
to take notiee of it. I ll<Lrne t.he hon. member for his 
conduct, and I present lri.s name to the House. 

"Tbe Pn.E-:-'.fiRlt: I move that the hon. member for 
Mitchell be suspended from the serviee of the !louse for 
one week. 

"Question-That the hon. member for Mitchell be 
suspended from the service of the House for one week­
rut. 
"~k ~fAXWELL called ' Divide.' 
1 ' rrhe SPl~AKF. R: rrhe call for a division is of so 

frivolous ~L nature thn.t I declare the qnJJsLion resolved 
in the affirmative; H .. nd I call upon the hon. member for 
::\iitcllell, Mr. Fit;.::gera.ld, to leave the House"-

said: In bringing forward this motion I have 
one idea in view, and that is, thnt, tbe Standing 
Orders of the House ought t•l be observed in 
every particular, both by Mr. Speaker nnd every 
member in the Hon~e. I am of opinion that the 
ruling you, Sir, gave on the 2nd instant4 when 
the hon. member for Burke, Mr. Maxwell, 
called for a division, was an erronemu; one, and 
not in accordance with the Standing Orders. I 
have therefore felt it to he my dnty to move in 
the House to that effect. The question at issue 
which I raise is, thnt Mr. Speaker has no 
power to declare w hBn a division is fri vo­
lons. Our Standing Orrlers provide that any 
member mrty call for a division, and it is 
then ::\fr. Speaker's dnty to instruct an officer 
of the House to ring the bell to enable mem­
bers within hearing to record their votes on 
the question. I question your competency 
to rlecid8 whether a call for a division is 
frivolous. If you am competent to do that, then 
you can say to the Premier when he calls for a 
division that it is a frivolous act, for the Premier 
is only a member of the House as any of us are. 
To prevent any misunderstanding I would like 
to sa.y that I have the word of honour of the 
hon. member for Bnrke, l\fr. MaxwPll, that it 
was in con•eqnence of your declaring that he was 
not competent to call for a divitiion that he 
refiiRed to obey your order to net as a teller in 
tbe Rucceeding diviHion. The hon. member 
for Bnndaberg and the hon. member for Bnrke 
were the only two members on the Op­
position benches. In one ca~e the hon. 
member for Bnrke called for a division, 
and you refused to allow it., saying t~1at 
it was frivolous. 'vVhen the Hncceedmg 
question was b ing pnt half a minute la~e~, 
the hon. member for Bundabergnalled fo<r a diVI­
sion and you accepte.d the call.' I submit to hon. 
members thrtt if it be left to Mr. Speaker to 
di,criminate hRtwtwn ono memlwr and another as 
to whether they arc competent to call for a · 
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division the position would be intolerable, It 
would certainly lead to a great deal of recrimina­
tion and feelings of partisanship. I ask hon. 
members to read our Standmg Orders Nos, 69 
and 70. No. 69 says-

A question, being put, shall be resolved hy the 
majority of voices-aye or no. 

And No, 70 says-
Mr. Speaker shall state whether in his opinion the 

ayes or noes have it; bnt if his opinion is not agreed to 
by any member, the question shall be determined by 
a division. 

Then it is provided by Standing Order No. 335 
that-

In all cases not specially provided !or by the'c 
Standing Rules and Orders, or by Sessional or other 
Orders, resort shn.ll be had to the rules, forms, and 
usages of the Commons House of' Jlarliament of Great 
Britain and Ireland as existing at the date of the 
passing of these Standing Rules and Orders, which 
shall be followed and observed as far as the same can 
apply to the proceedings of the House. 

I submit that in this instance we cannot go to 
the rules of the House of Commons because onr 
Standing Orders are so definite that there is no 
reason to go to them, This action is quite unpre­
cedented. Y on cannot discriminate betwePn one 
mel!lber and another, but a division must be 
taken if called for, and if there are not two 
tellers on either side then the division falls 
through. The HouRe of Commons rule is per-

fectly definite on this point, I 
[5·30 p.m.] direct hon. members' attention to 

the rules relating to c!ivisions in the 
House of Commons os laid down in the tenth 
edition of " May." Rule 28 reads-

That so soon as the voices have been taken, the Clerk 
shall turn a two-minntc sand-glass, to be kept on the 
table for that purpose, and the doors shall not be closed 
until arter the lapse of two minutes as indicated by such 
sand-glass. 
Rule 29 reads-

That the doors shall be closed so soon after the lapse 
of two minutes as the Spen.ker or the Chnirman of the 
Oommittce of the Whole House shall think proper to 
dire • 
Then Rule 30, which was agreed to on thP 29th 
February, 1888, says-· 

That Mr. Speaker or the Ohairm:111 may, after the 
lapse of two minutes as indicated by the sand-glass, if 
in his opinion tBe division is frivolously or vexatiously 
claimed, take the vote of the House or Committee, by 
cnHing upon the members who support and who chal­
lenge his decision successively to rise in their places; 
and he shall thereupon, as he thinks fit, either declare 
the determination of the House or the Committee, or 
name tellers for a division. And in case there is no 
division, the Speaker or Chairman shall declare to the 
House or Committee the number of the minority who 
had challenged his decision, and their names shall 
be thereupon taken down in the House and 11rinted 
with the list of divisions. 
Now, th~ere is a sensible provision, which the 
House of Commons, consisting of 600 members, 
makes. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: It is a division. 
Mr. FISHER: Yes; it is practically a 

division. But what are the facts in this case ? 
The Spea!<er did not call upon any members to 
snpport the hon. member for Bnrke; the division 
bell was not rung, and you, Mr. Speaker, ruled 
that-

The call for a division is of so frivolous a nature that 
I declare the question resolved in the affirmative; nnd 
I call upon the hon. member for Mitchell, ~Ir. Fitz­
geraJd, to leave the House. 
Yet when a similar call for a division was made 
by the hnn, member for Bund.aberg-when it was 
moved that "the question be now put·'-it was 
granted. 

Mr. GIVENS: He sat alone. 
Mr. FISHER: No. Two members were on 

the Opposition side then. I have the hon. mem­
ber for Burke's word of honour that it was 

because he was derided his temper would not 
allow him to reRpond to the second call of the 
Speaker. Well, can anyone blame him? 

The ORIEl' SECRETARY : Yes. 
Mr. FISHER: I do not excuse him for dis­

obeying the call of the Speaker, but I think this 
palliates his action. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not in the slightest. 
Mr. :FISHER: I do not justify his disobeying 

the ruling of the Cha;r. I think he was wrong 
i11 doing that; but I would like to call hon. 
members' attention to this: that the Speaker 
said that the call for this division was of so 
frivolous a nature that he declined to put the 
question. If the Hon. the Chief Secretary was 
in his place and that did not rouse him, I would 
have less respect for him than I have even now. 

Mr. BowMAN : Less than that would rouse 
him. 

Mr. FISHER : I will now quote a case in 
point to be found in the House of Commons 
Hans~"''d for 1893, page 907, vol. xiii. He had 
moved the adjournment of the House, and less 
than forty members., but more than ten1 having 
risen in their places to support the motwn, Mr. 
Keir Hardie said-

I claim a division, Sir. 
The Speaker said-

Certainly more than ten and less than forty members 
stood np. If fewer tllan forty and not less than ten hon. 
rnembers rise in their lJlaces, the hon. member can 
claim a division and then the llonse will decide, on the 
question beh1g put, whetber or not the motion sl10nld 
be mad~. That is, if the hon. gentleman troubles the 
House to go to a divi.~ion, it will be for the House to 
say whether he shall lmve leave or not. 
Mr. Reir Hardie said-

I will take a division, Sir. 
The question was then proposed, and the 
Speaker said-

I have been asked to desire hon. gentlemen who 
called "Aye" to stand up in their places. I am hound 
to say I cannot do that. The Standing Order expref'sly 
contemplates more than ten and less than forty l'isi~g, 
and then it is eornpetent to thb hon. gentleman to clann 
a divislon. As he has acted under the Standing Ordrr, 
I do not think I can l1old that the division is frivolom:;ly 
or vexatiously claimed; but the h011. gentleman will 
observe that the minority is very small. 
They have a Standing Order there specially pro­
viding for this. 

Hon. A. S. CowLllY : That does not apply to 
this case at all. 

The CHIE~' SECRETARY: In this case there 
were only two memb~;rs left on the Opposition 
side. 

Mr. FISHER : At any rate, if that has not 
any direct application to this case, it certainly 
po]nts to the great care that iA taken in the 
House of Commons to preserve the rights of the 
minority. That is the point I wish to bring out. 
What do we see here? That the Speaker took 
upon himself to declare the call for a division 
frivolous, and I hold that you, Sir, are not 
competent, under our Standing Order, which 
says that any hon. member may call for a divi­
sion, to say t~at he is calling for it i.n .aJrivolot;s 
way. ProvisiOn is made that the diVISion bell IS 
to be rung in order to indicate to hon. members 
who may bP in any pa.rt of the building that a 
division is going to l•e taken in regard to the par­
ticular question at iesue in the House. ]<'or these 
reasons I am bound to move the motion standing 
in my name. I move formally that your ruling, 
Mr. Speaker, is not in accordance with the 
Standing Orders of this House. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R. 
Dicksou, BulirniJa): I am nf opinion that the 
hon. member who has moved this motion would 
have shown a better sense of the proprieties of 
this House if he had remained Hilen t on this 
matt6r but since he has chosen to obtrude this 
matter' in a definite form-and in a form which 
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I consider is offensive to the Chair-I do not feel 
inclined to remain silent. This motion relates 
to matters that are extremely regrettable, and 
which reflect, Sir, on your conduct in the Chair. 
I am sure hon. m em hers on both sides will recog­
nise that your action in connection with that 
regrettable matter was in accordance with the 
dignity of the position you occuvy, Sir. I think 
this motion is one that should be distinctly dis­
countenanced by hon. members on both sides. 

Mr. I3ow~IAN : It won't. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is one of the 

responsible duties of the Chair to maintain order, 
and although hon. members opposite on this 
occasion may be in sympathy with the motion 
of the hon. member for Gympie, for party pur­
poses, the majority ,,f hon. members must feel 
that there is nothing else left for us to do but to 
say that you, Sir, acted in a manner becoming 
your position, and that your action upheld the 
honour :tnd dignity of this Chamber. This is a 
reflection upon the Chair. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : No, no ! 
The CHI.EF SECRETARY: I say so dis­

tinctly. 
Mr. FISHER : It is a question of a ruling. I 

pointed that out clearly. 
Tho CHH~J<' SECRETARY : It is a distinct 

reflection upon his ruling. 
Mr. J<'rsHJm: Hear, hear ! Quite right. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is a reflection 

upon his ruling, and I say that the Bpeaker, 
under the circumstances, was perfectly justified 
in regarding the demand for a division at that 
time as frivolous, and in opposition to the general 
feeling and desire of the hon. members who 
rem11ined within the Chamber. 

MEMm;Rs of the Opposition : How did he 
know that? 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Hon. members 
have put themselves out of court because they 
left the ChBmber, as this very report indicates. 
'l.'hey were not here to claim a division. Had 
hon. members remained in the Chamber and 
called for a division--

Mr. W. HAil!IW'ON : They left as a protest 
against your action ? 

'l.'he CHIEF SECRETARY: Hail they 
remained in the Chamber, and bad there been 
a desire shown by members in the Chamber to 
have a division, I have not the slightest doubt 
that the Speaker would have acted as he always 
does, with a due regard for the protection of the 
minority-with a regard, at any rate, for the 
proper conduct of debate in this Chamber-and 
would have readily admitted the claim for a 
division by ordering the bell to be sc,unded. 

Mr. DAWSON: Don't you know that they left 
to avoid a disagreeable scene? 

The CHIEJ<' SECRETARY: This report of 
the proceedings says-

At this stage the members of the Opposition, with tbe 
exception of J\iessrs. l\:1axwell and Glassey, left the 
Chamber in a body. 

Mr. BOWli!AN : What for? 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not know. 
Mr. DAWSON: To avoid a scene. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is no justi­

fication. If bon. members choose to vacate this 
Chamber, the responsibility rests upon them­
se! ves, and they cannot smely claim that their 
absence should be r£·garded virtually as substan­
tiating their claim for a division when they 
voluntarily absented themselves from the divi­
sion? 

Mr. DAwsoN: They had a right to go out if 
they liked. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: What occurred 
after that? Two bon. members of the Opposi­
tion remained in the Chamber, and when the 
Speaker announced that certain conduct of an 

hon. member demanded his naming that member 
to the House-and I am sure we all regret that 
sncb conduct should have occurred-one of the 
two remaining called for a division, while the 
other members were outside the Chamber, show­
ing that the Speakers was perfectly justified in 
saying on that occasion--

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : They were at the 
bar of the House. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They were out­
side the bar of the Chamber, and the Speaker, I 
say, was perfectly justified, nnder the circum­
stances, in considering this as a frivolous case. 
(Uproar.) 

Mr. GIVENS : \Vbat Standing Order gave him 
the authority ? 

The SPEAKER: Order, order ! I trust that, 
particularly when a motion disagreeing with a 
ruling of the Speaker is under discussion by t~e 
House, order will be preserved. The motiOn IS 
one which should be decided on its merits, and I 
trust it will be so decided, after debate, without 
warmth. 

The CHH~F SECRETARY: I do not wish 
to introduce unnecessary warmth into this matter. 

Mr. DAWSON: You have made a good start. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY : As one who 

has had the honour of occupying a seat in this 
Chamber for years, being an old member of this 
House, I feel that any reflection upon the Chair 
-especially when, according to my views, the 
dignity of this House has been maintained, 
and the office of Speaker is filled by a gentle­
man who, to my mind, maintains the best 
traditions of Parliament, by his conduct in the 
chair, I feel a natural resentment that any 
motion should be presented to this Cham her 
which in any way indicates, or is intended to 
convey, even in a veiled manner, a reflection upon 
the impartiality of the Speaker who presides 
over our deliberations. If I have said anything 
in warmth I regret-no, I won't say I. regret 
it, because really, as a member of Parliament, 
I feel that it is the duty and the privilege of mem­
bers of this Parliament to maintain the dignity 
of our deliberations, and hon. members opposite, 
instead of reflecting upon the conduct of the 
Chair should admit that during the heat of debate 
bon. ~ember.~ have conducted themselves in snch 
a manner as called forth the reprobation of the 
Chair and should unite with me in expressing 
re«ret that such circumstances occurred, and 
sh~uld endeavour to bury those circumstances 
in oblivion. I think it is only right that in 
addition to that sentimental expression, I should 
say that I consider the conduct of the Chair 
on that regrettable occasion to which I refer, 
was snch as not only tended t.o maintain the 
dignity of our proceedings, but was perfectly 
justified in consideration of the fact that hem. 
members opposite voluntarily abrogated their 
position and went outside the Chamber. When, 
of the two members remaining, one called for a 
division, while the other side was full of mem­
bers, surely it was properly said that the cal_l for 
a division under those cir<'nmstances was ent1rely 
frivolous. (Dissent.) I know it entirely rose 
through the heat of the debate, but hon. mem­
bers know that if the call for a division bad been 
granted it would not have achieved the bon. 
member's object. 

Mr. GIVENS: How do you know? 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: We know what 

was the electrical condition of the atmosphere 
at that time. We know that if the call for a 
division had been allowed there would never 
have been a division, as was subsequently shown 
to be the case, when we found that there were 
no tellers for the " Noes." What was the action 
of the hon. member subsequently? Instead of 
proving the necessity for a division, he substan­
tiated and proved conclusively that the Speakers 
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estimate of his call for a division was correct, by" 
himself refusing to become one of the tellers in 
a division. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: That was subse­
quently. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There was no 
justification for that. I am surprised that the 
hrm. member for Gympie should hn.ve attempted 
to justify the action of the hon. member for 
Burke in obstinately refusing-in disobeying the 
order of the Chair. 

Mr. BROWNE : You know that was a subse­
quent matter. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He •ays that 
on account of the Speaker not allowing a division 
on a frivolous call justified the hrm. member for 
Bmke in refitsing to perform his duties as teller. 

Mr. J<'rsHEU: I said nothing of the kind. 
The OHil~l!, SEOR:I<;TARY: The hon. mem­

ber said it was a palliation. 
Mr. FISHEU: Ah ! That is the case. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: What is the 

nse of quibbling with words? I consider that 
"palliation " is interchangeable with "justifica­
tion," or at any rate, as applied by the hon. 
member, with a moderate justification of the 
action persisted in by the hon. member. I say 
thPre can be no palliation or entire justification 
for an hrm. member remaining in this Chamber 
to refuse to obey the legitimate commands of 
the Speaker in connection with a division. I 
do not wish to take up too long a cime in 
debating this matter, but I esteem it a privilege, 
as being one of the old members of this Legis­
lative Assembly, to justify the Speaker in 
the action which he has taken-entirely apart 
from party grounds. I need not rlefen d it on 
party grounds, because we know that had the 
division been granted, the result would have 
been still the same, as was shown upon the 
subsequent occasion when the hon. member for 
Bnrke refused to fulfil the mandate of the Chair. 
I rise not only to support the action of the 
Speaker, but to justify him in his performance 
of what I conceive to be his duty in the chair, 
and in no way in the sense of a partisan ; 
and also to express my regret that the hon. 
mtember for Gympie should take advant><ge of 
this question to endeavour-well, I do not wish 
even to imply that he has done so--

Mr. HIGGS: Y on have done so already. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not wish 

to say that he intends by this motion to cast a 
reflection upon the impartiality or wisdom of the 
gentleman who presides over our deliberations. 

Mr. FISHER : I would not do such a mean thing. 
I want to protect the rights of members of this 
House. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I am glad the 
hou. member has had an opportunity of express­
ing himself in contmdiction of any such view. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBEU : He did not say so. 
The CHIEF SEORJ<~TARY: I do not accuse 

him of any such unworthy motive. 
Mr. ]'rsHEU: It would not trouble me a bit. 
The CHIEF SJ<;ORETARY: Still ~he hon. 

member lays himself open most distinctly in this 
motion to the suspicion of conveying a veiled 
censure of this House upoll the hon. gentleman 
who occupies the chair, and who, to my mind, 
has so ably discharg\)d his duties at a time when 
passions were considerably excited and when the 
atmosphere was electrical, under what I am sure 
were most trying circumstances he discharged 
his duties to this Chamber in a manner which 
elicited not only the commendation of hon. 
members here, but the commendations also of all 
who desire that our delihemtions shall be con­
ducted with that dignity and that propriety 
which ought to obtain in the Parliament of 
Queensland. 

MEMBEHS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. KIDSTON (Rockharnpton): If anything 
should make the hon. member for Gym pie regret 
having introduced this resolution, it should be 
that it has led an old member like the Chief 
Secretary to make such a sorry exhibition of 
himself. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BROWNE : It is not the first time, either. 
Mr. KIDSTON : The hon. gentleman did not 

say one word to justify the action of the Speaker 
on the ground that it was in accordance with 
the Standing Orders. He has simply dealt with 
the matter in a partisan way, and tried to stir up 
angry feelings on this side of the Chamber. He 
appealed to the House to maintain the dignity of 
the House and the dignity of the Chair. There 
i• vf ry little dignity lefG to this House. 

Mr. BROWNE: Hear, hear! 
Mr. KIDSTON: As a deliberative Assembly, 

there is very little dignity left to the House. 
The SPEAKER :" Order! 
Mr. KIDSTON : And what little is left will 

not be maintained by supporting the Speaker 
when he overrides the Standing Orders-­

MEMBERS of the Oppo,;ition : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. KIDS TON : \Vhen he overrides the rights 

of every hon. member of this House-rights 
which every member of this House has equally 
with all others. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That has not been 
done. 

Mr. GrvENS: It has been done, no matter how 
the question is decided. 

Mr. KIDSTON : That is the question­
whet her that has been done or not. I am glad 
to hear the Chief Secretary say that it has not 
been done. I assume that if it had been done 
he would have spoken in another way, and that 
he would have blamed the Speaker for acting 
partially. I will show that that is exactly what 
has been rlone. On page 2323 of Hansm·d I find 
that the Speaker put the question-" That the 
hon. member for Mitchell be suspended from the 
SPrvice of the House for one week." 'fhat ques­
tion was :put. :Mr. Maxwell called "Divide," 
and then the Speaker said, "The call for a 
division is frivolous,'' and refused to put it. 

The OHm~· SECRETARY: There were only two 
members on your side of the Chamber. 

Mr. KID'STON : Then half-a-dozen lines 
further on, in the same column of Hanfiard, the 
Speaker put the question-" That the question 
be now put." The hon. memher for Bundaberg 
called for a division, and the House divided. 
I should think that not more than two minutes 
had elapsed since the hon. member for Burke had 
called for a division, and I do not suppose there 
was any more question in anyone's mind as to 
how the vote would go in the one case than 
there was in the other. If that is not showing 
p<trt.iality, Mr. Speaker--

The SPEAKJ<~R : Order, order! 
Mr. RRm: It might have been a mistakP, 

without partiality. 
Mr. KIDS'fON : I wish you to understand, 

Mr. Speaker, that I am not wishing to infer that 
you were more partial to the hon. member for 
Bundaberg than to the hon. member for Burke, 
or that yon had any greater liking for the hou. 
member for Bundaherg, or that you had any 
interest--

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Surely the word 
"partiality" is not the word to use, in any 
event. 

Mr. KIDSTON: I want to .show that you 
actecl differently towards one member to the way 
you acted towarrls another, and I Bubrnit thttt 
the <>ctinn of the Chair ought to be the same 
to all members equally. Th<e Standing Orders 
distinctly provide for that, and I claim that the 
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Speaker did not acb to those two hon. members 
alike. I am not going into the Standing Ordei'S' 
or the rules of procedure in regard to this parti­
cular tr.atter, as the hon. member for Gympie 
has done so very effectively. But it seems to me 
from Standing Order 137 that it was almost the 
fault of the Clerk· of the House rather than of 
the Speaker that the division was not taken. 
Standing Order 70, which was quoted by the 
hon. member for Gympie, provides that any 
member who is dissatisfied with the Speaker's 
decision regarding a question, may call for a 
division, and Standing Order 137 says-

When a division is demanded, the Sergeant-at-Arms 
shall ring a bell, and a two-minute sandglass-to be 
kept on the table for thn.t purpose-shall be turned ; 
and the doors shall not be closed until after the lapse 
of two minutes, as indicated by such sand-glass. 

Mr. J<'rsmm: The Sergeant-at-Arms rings the 
bell at Mr. Speaker's order. 

Mr. KIDSTON: I know what the custom of 
the House is, of couse; but there is no provision 
in the Standing Orders for the Speaker ordering 
the bell to be rung. 

Mr. BROWNE .: We have no Standing Orders 
now. 

Mr. KI:P~'!'O~ : I am only pointing out that 
when a diVISIOn IS demanded it is imperative 
that the Sergeant-at-Arms shall ring a bell and 
turn a sandglass. I am aware that the custom 
of the House iH that the Sergeant-at-Arms acts 
on instructions received from the Speaker, and I 
have no objection to that course of procedure. I 
only quote the Standing Order to show th"t 
there is not.hing in our Standing Orders to 
indicate that the Speaker has the power to 
refuse, to grant a divisi.on. I also point out this, 
Mr. S;.eaker: That, If you have that power 
then nothing can be carried in th1s House that 
you are not pleased to have carried, because if 
you declare that a question is carried in the 
negative, and it i.s ta~en to a division, you can 
declare that carried m the negative. You can 
declare every question carried in the negative 
because you will refuse a division. If you hav~ 
P"Wer to refuse a division when a member calls 
for one, then nothing can be carried in the House 
that the Speaker is not pleased shall he carried. 

The kl"I'ORNllY-GENlmAL: There is an old legal 
adage-De 'rnin'i11ds non curat lex. 

Mr, KIDSTON: I am not concarned about 
old legal arlttgPs; but it is manifest to any 
person of common sense that, if the Speaker htts 
power to refnse one division, he haH power to 
refuse all divisions; and, if that is so it is an end 
of all orderly parliamentary procedu~e. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL rose to speak 
and said, Mr. Speaker-- ' 

Mr. l<'ISHER: Move the adjournment of the 
debate. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move the 
adjonrnment of the debate. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY : Why not finish it? 
Mr. FISHER: How can you finish it when it is 

G o'clock? 
'l'he SPEAKER : If there is a desire on the 

pttt•t of hon. me m hers to further debate thiR 
qtwstion, I shall put the question for the adjourn­
ment of the debate; but if there is no general 
dPsire on the part of hon. members to speak, 
I wonl<l reHpecLfully suggest that this is a matter 
which should be decided now, 

The ATTORN:B;Y-GENl~RAL: I beg leave 
to withdraw my motion. I only moved it for the 
reason that I wttnted to say a few words • but 
this is not" matter which should be standin'g on 
the paper wc1ek after week. I do not think it 
would he at all seemly or desirable that that 
shonlcl be so. 

Mr. JfmH ER : Give an hnnr to it :eft er tea. 
Mr .• TENKINSON: Why not continue it after 

inner? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It might go 
on for two or three hours. We can go to a divi­
sion now. 

At two minutes past G o'clock, 
The SPEAKER said: I shall resume the 

chair at 7 o'clock. 

At 7 o'clock, the House, in accordance 1oith 
Sessional 0 rder, pr·oceeded 1vith Government 
business. 

GLADSTONE TO IWCKHAMPTON 
RAILWAY. 

MESSAGE Jo'ROM COUNCIL. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 

message, intimating that the Council had ap­
proved of the plan, section, and book of reference 
of this rail way. 

PASTORAL LJ<;ASES EXTEJ'\SION DILL. 
MESSAGE l!'!WM COUNCIL, 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of a 
message intimttting that the Council had agreed 
to this Bill with amendments, in which the 
Council req nested the concurrence of the 
Assembly. 

Ordered, that the amendments be taken into 
consideration to-morrow. 

EVIDENCE FURTHER AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

FmsT RllAntNG. 
This Bill, received by messttge from the 

Council, was read a lirst time, and the second 
reading was made an Order of the Dn.y for 
Thursday next. 

WARWICK TOWARDS GOONDIWINDI 
RAILWAY. 

The SECRETARY FOlt RAIL \V A YS (Hon. 
,T, lYiurray, Nor-rnanuy) moved-

frhat the Speaker do now leave the clmir, and the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the ·wllole to 
consider the following resolutions:-

1. That the Hont'e approves of the plan, .scetion, n.nd 
book of l'eference of the proposed hrauch, ~outhern 
line, from VYanvick towards Goondiwintli, in length 
2~ miles 23 r.ha.ins, as laid upon the table or the llouRe 
on Tuesday, the fourth day of Decem her instnnt. 

2. That the plan, section, and lJook of reference be 
forwarded to the Legislative Council, for their ayprovaJ, 
by message in the usual form. 

Question put and passed. 

COMMITTEE. 
The SECR:BJTARY J<'OR RAILWAYS, in 

moving the resolutions, said: The motion in­
volves· a subject of some cnnsiderable importance, 
and one on which I expect to hear a variety of 
opinions expressed. \V e had a Royal Commis­
sion appointed to inquire into the wisdom of 
constructing a. line from some point on our rnain 
trunk line in order to protect as far as possible 
the border traffic for this colony. That commis­
sion considered this proposal of a line from some 
point towards Goondiwindi nnd St. George. They 
brought up a report which is now before hem. 
members, and it will he noticed that the com­
mission are not unanimous in their decision with 
regard to this line. Two were in favour of the 
line starting from \Varwick, and three in favour 
of the line starting from Pittsworth. A great 
deal of importance has been attached to this 
subject, more particularly to the aspect of the 
qnestion that the line is intended as far as possi­
ble to secure for Brisbane the border traffic, and 
prevent as far as possible the traffic running to 
Sydney. I am inclined to think tktt on the 
ad vent of fedf>ration, which will be in operation 
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in a few months' time, that, as far as traffic pur­
poses are concerned, the border line het we en one 
colony and another will be practically abolished, 
and people living along the border will have 
absolute freed0m to send their produce to what­
ever port or market suits their purpose best. 
There is no doubt that traffic, like water, will flow 
along the line of least resistance ; and I am 
inclined to think, whatever expense this colony 
may incur in constructing a line along our border, 
if the object was to secure for Brisbane the 
traffic along the border, it would utt.erly fail in 
that direction under federation. \V e recognise 
that if federation is to do anything for these 
colonies, we are to look upon ourselves as one 
people with one common interest, and there 
is to be no embargo placed on one colony as 
against another ; and, for this purpose, under 
federation an interstate commission will be 
appointed to see that no one Shte imposes 
any particular burdens upon the producers of 
the country to force them to send their pro­
duce to any one port in preference to another. 
There will be no differential r,;tes ,;llowed, and; 
more than that, I do not think there will be 
any attempt made to force people to send their 
produce to any but the nearest market. I 
think that the greatest protection that we can 
have, and the only protection we can have, is 
that of being the nearest port to any particular 
district along our border. That alone will secure 
to us the traffic from that district, and I think, 
so far as my knowledge of the country goes, 
certainly the whole of the traffic from the 
border line above Goondi windi, and for some 
considerable distance west of Goondiwindi, will 
naturally flow into Brisbane- will naturally 
flow into Brisbane, because the distance from 
there to Brisb,;ne is so much shorter than 
the diRtance from there to Sydney. What­
!'ver traffic we may lose in the far Western 
districts along the border, I feel sure that we 
shall get from some other point along the border. 
I think the people living on the South-western 
border will be nearer to Sydney vi<< Bourke than 
they will be to Brisbane, and hence they will 
probably send their produce to Sydney. I think 
it wonld be a waste of money on our part to con­
struct any line along the border with a view to 
for~ing traffic to come to Brisbane, because, 
under federation, traffic will have free and unin­
terrupted access to its nearest market. That 
I look upon as one of the great objects to 
be accomplished by federation. I do not 
think that Queensland should be in the least 
apprehensive with regard to traffic in that 
respect, because whatever traffic we may lose 
in the far \V estern district' we shall gain in 
the Eastern districts. I feel assured that the 
traffic of the Richmond district in New South 
Wales, which naturaily belongs to Brisbane 
under federation-once it is connected by rail, 
which, I hope, it will be at no distant date­
must necessarily flow into Brisbane. Now, the 
construction of this line from Warwick to 
Thane's Creek is proposed with a view to its 
extension to Goondiwindi. It is a line which, I 
think, can be recommended to this House, 
because I believe the 24 miles to Thane's Creek 
will give facilities to a vast number of settlers 
along that route, ,;nd the character of the 
country, as far as the 21 miles go, is of the 
very best description. It is closely settled ,;nd 
produces a vast amount of produce. I feel 
assured also that before very long a line 
will also be constructed from Pittsworth to 
Mount Domville, through a large extent of 
undoubted agricultural ],;nd. I have travelled 
over a good den,] of the country, and I am satisfied 
that the construction of that line would be fully 
warranted even now, because I believe it would 
pay, and open up for settlement a vast amount 

of country. I believe ,;]so that, at no distant 
date, we shall have a line extended from Yenlba 
to St. George or Surat. At Sumt, undoubtedly, 
there is a magnificent stretch of country. I think 
the hon. member for Daiby, a few evenings ago, 
mentioned the matter of the construction of 
branch lines. 

Mr. BELL : I do not regard the line to Goondi­
windi as a branch line. 

The SEURE'l'ARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Well, the lines I am speaking of are essenti,;lly 
branch lines of railway. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Agricultural rail­
ways. 

'l'he SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
Yes ; and I think bmnch lines that offer 
facilities for settlers would be fully warrantAd 
at the present time, but it is impossible to do 
everything at once, and probably some of these 
branch lines will h,;ve to stand over for some 
time at least. There is a great question involved 
in this line at the present time, and no doubt 
it will be alluded to to-night, and that is the 
question of the ultimate construction of the 
via recta, which will bring Warwick 60 miles 
nearer to Brisbane than at the present time. 
It is " long way in the distant future, and 
I am not going to allude very much to it, 
but I think, notwithstanding all that has been 
said about it, the time will come when this 
line will be constructed. In the meantime I 
am only spe.aking of this proposal as a branch 
line from \Varwick to Thane's Creek with a 
view to its extension to Goondiwindi. I feel 
sure that before very long the New South 
Wales Government will extend their line from 
Moree to Goondiwindi. I think, from the nature 
of the country, that if that line is not passed 
now it is a work that New South Wales will 
carry ont at an early date, and whether one 
line is extended to Goondiwindi, or whether 
it goes further west, that looms in the future. 
If that were done it would undoubtedly form 
another through line to Sydney, and there 
are many things to recommend it. Still, no 
m,;tter whether New South Wales extends 
her line from Moree to Goondiwindi or not, 
the traffic of this part of the colony, ,;nd a 
great deal of the traffic south of Goondiwindi 
in New South Wales territory, will come to Bris­
bane in the near future ; bec,;use it is so much 
nearer Brisbane than it is to Sydney. Sr,, I feel 
assured of this : that we are attaching too much 
importance to securing what we call border 
traffic. I think under federation it does not 
matter how much money we spend upon lim•s 
running along onr Southern border, if the object 
is to secure traffic for Brisbane which otherwise 
would not come into it, we shall not be 
successful; and before many years have passed 
the lines will be found a very bad invest­
ment, because where the distance is greater 
to Brisbane than it is to Sydney the tmffic will 
go to Sydney. On the other hand, if the distance 
is shorter to Brisbane than it is to Sydney it 
must flow into Brisbane. I reckon that under 
federation there will be hardly such " thing as a 
border line for traff.c purposes. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Oh, will there 
not! 

The SECRRTARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
say that border lines are practically worked out. 
One of the greatest objects that will be achieved 
by federation will be that people in these colonies 
will be able to trade with that particnlar port 
which offers them the gren,test facilities for trade. 
There will be no barriers whatever. That is one 
aspect of the case that must not be overlooked, 
but I do not know whether it will be favourably 
considered by the Committee or not. In the mean­
time, I have the utmost pleasure in r.-commending 
this line to the favourable consideration of the 
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House. No doubt the report of the Hoyal Commis­
sion who inquired into this subject will have an 
important bearing on the decision arrived at; but, 
as I have already said, out of the five gentle­
men appointed to investigate the matter, only 
three were in agreement, the other two taking a 
different view, If, therefore, when thHl'e were only 
five minds to satisfy it was impossible to arrive 
at unanimity, how much more difficult will it be 
in a committee of this House? I do not expect 
this Committee to be unanimous, and doubtless 
the majority will decide which of the two routes, 
if either, this line shall take. I need not weary 
the Committee by quoting from the Royal Com­
mission's report, which I assume hon. members 
have read ; but there are a few leading features 
in the Railway Commissioner's report that I 
desire to draw attention to. On page 2 of the 
report he says-

The estimate provides for fencing the line through­
out, and for gates with the necessary gatehouses at 
level crossings of the main roads; at by-roads, how­
ever, open level crossings protected by ea ttle grids will 
be adopted. 

The length of the line to be constructed is 24 miles 
23 chains, and the estimated cost, exelusive of land, 
rolling-stoek, and surveys, is £10fi,040, or at tho rate of 
£4,366 per mile with 61-lb. rails, etc.; and £95,6j0, or at 
tile rate of £3.938 per mile with 42-lb. rails, etc. 
The question of which class of rails should be 
used on the line is more a matter for the 
engineers to determine. Further down he says-

! have so far refrained from drawing comparisons 
between the alternative routes from War\vick and 
l'ittsworth to Goondiwindi and St. Gem·gc, because the 
proposed line has been referred to me as a branch per 8e 
to Thane's Creek. If, however, this branch is iutended 
as a part of the projected extension to Goondiwindi and 
towards St. George, I should CCl'tainly be afforded an 
opportunity, after examining the distriut, of expressing 
my views. as from what I have heard ot the conntry 
traversed by the trial surveys from 'Yarwick and Pitts­
worth, the information in my possession is such that 
the Government should certainly hesitate before com­
mitting themselves to the construction of any very 
great. length of line by either route, as I am clearly of 
opinion that neither line will be a profitable invest­
ment ; under any circumstances the proposed exten­
sion should not go beyond the Toolburra Gates, say 141 
miles out from Warwick. 

With regard to the alternative route~. I have at 
present but little to say, but I tbink it right to direct 
attention to a few facts to which I do not think suffi. 
cient prominence has been given in the report of the 
Royal Commission. I will refer in the first instance to 
the question of distance. 

The line as surveyed from ~,.. arwick to Goondiwindi, 
the first section of which is now proposed, traverses a 
distance of 120 mil0s, or 188 miles from •roowoomba. 
The distance from Pittsworth by trial survey to a pOint 
about 15 miles n"rth of Goondiwindi is about 95 miles, 
or 131 miles from Toowoomba, or a distance of 57 miles 
in favour of Pittsworth. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : How do you get 
over that? 

Hon. A. MoRGAN : It is not in accordance 
with fact. 

Mr. DAWSON : Do you dispute it? 
Hon. A. M ORGAN : Yes, I dispute the dis­

tance. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 

assume that the via 1·ecta will be constructed 
some day, although I do not know when, but 
unquestionably when it is constructed this will 
be the shorter route. The Commissioner goes on 
to say-

The Chief Engineer's estimocte of the cost of the line 
from Warwick to Goondiwindi is £346,000, and from 
Pittsworth to the point north of Goondiwindi before 
referred to, £220,000; or a difference of, say, £126,000 
in favour of Pittsworth. 

For the first 25 miles out from Pittsworth I do not 
think there can be two opinions as to the value and 
extent of agricultural land, which extends for miles up 
and down on both sides of the surveyed line 1 and which 
would be very closely settled were transit facilities 
available. 

I have already alluded to that aspect of the 
question, and I say, irrespective of the question 
of this line being extended to the border ,it 
will be the duty , of the Government at no 
distant date to project a line through the very 
valuable land described by the Commissioner 
from Warwick to Y andilla by way of a branch 
line. The line that I am introducinr: now is 
from Warwick to Thane's Creek, and I am 
speaking of it simply as a branch line, having in 
view the ultimate object of extending to Goondi­
windi, when it will become an important addition 
to our railway system. 

Mr. KIDSTON : A branch line to St. George l 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAY8: I 

have had the advantage of travelling from St. 
George to Goondiwindi. 

Mr. DAWSON: You are not the only one. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 

have travelled across the country from St. 
George to Goondiwindi, and from Goondiwindi to 
'Warwick. 

Mr. DAWSON: What did you think of it? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
saw the country west of Goondiwindi, and I was 
not very favourably impressed with it. Between 
Goondiwindi and St. George there is a consider­
able extent of flooded country. Unless it was a 
low-level line that was built it would be a must 
expensive line to construct. I ftel sure that it 
would never pay to construct anything but a 
low-level line through that country above flood 
marks which I have myself seen. For miles and 
miles I socw flood marks that were 15 feet over 
my head, and at one place I was told that 
60,000 sheep were washed away in one night. In 
speaking on this subject I must again dtaw 
attention to the fact that on the accomplishment 
of federation it will be impossible to lay any 
embargo upon those people who are nearer tu 
Sydney using the New South Wales line for the 
vurpose of sending their produce to market. 
People cannot be forced to send their produce 
along the line to Brisbane if it does not suit their 
purpose. :Further on the Commissioner for Rail­
ways says-

As the question of the via recta may possjbly be 
urged as a reason for the extension from l'V arwick, I 
need only say that the construction of this line, which 
can only .be regarded as a luxury--

Mr. DAWSON: Hear, hear! That's the point. 
The SECRETAHY FOR RAILWAYS: 

And which will probably involve an expenditure of 
£431,500, will only effect a s.tving in the through dis­
tance to Brisbane from Goondiwindi of 63 mile~. whereas 
the distance from the p01n t 15 miles north of Goondi­
windi to Brisbane by way of Pittsworth and the Dray ton 
deviation will be about 3 miles shorter. 
'.rhat is a difference that is hardly worth quar­
relling about. The Commissioner's report goes 
on to say-

It is impossible for me to give an estimate of what 
will be the prob>tble receipts from the pro­

[7·30 p.m.] posed extension to Thane's Creek, but I 
would observe that the Killarney Branch, 

27-! miles in length, with a capital expenditure of 
£1-:LO,OOO, has, during the last five years, fallen short of 
the payment of working expenses by an average of £700 
per annum, and I do not think iL will be argued that 
the extension from \Yarwick to 'fhane's Creek, with the 
vroposed capital expenditure of £106,040 or £95,650, 
according to the weight of rails used, without rolling­
stock, will serve a larger extent of agricultural land 
than is met with on the Killarney Branch. 
What I have quoted is practically the report of 
the CommiRsioner for Railways on this proposal. 
I don't think I can say very much more on this 
proposal, and I am very anxious to h8ar what 
other hon. members of this Committee have to 
say with regard to this line. 

Mr. DAWSON: The more you say, the better 
for us. 
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The SECRETARY FOR RAILW-AYS: I 
purpose going on with this line as a branch line. 
That will develop the magnificent agricultural 
district along the valley of the Condamine. 

Mr. BELL: You are not so very much con­
cerned about getting the border trade. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
have already pointed out that we cannot exp~ct, 
either by railway construction or by any other 
means, to get one ounce more of the border traffic 
than naturally belongs to us. 

Mr. DAWSON: We can get more of the traffic 
tlmt does belong to us if we construct the rail­
way in the proper direction. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
stty that we ought to give the people in these 
districts greater facilities for getting their pro­
ducts to Brisbane, and it is only by shortening 
the distance that you can do that. I have much 
pleasure in moving the resolutions standing in 
1ny nan1e. 

Mr. DA WSON (Charters Towcn): I was very 
anxious to hear what reasons the Minister for 
Railways would give to this Committee for 
asking us to agree to this proposal. I have 
listened to the hon. gentleman for about half-an­
hour, and I only regret that he did not go on for 
»nother half-hour, for then we would he more 
con vincod that there is absolutely no justification 
for thi• propo8al. The longer the hon. gentleman 
went on to explain why the Committee should 
accept this proposal the more hrm. members 
were convinced that it should not be accepted 
at all. I think the \V arwick people might well 
say, "Save us from our friend the l\finister 
for llailways." If any Minister ever damaged 
and damned his own case, it is the Minister 
for Railways. He did thOtt not only in the 
beginning and the middle of his speech, but in the 
end of his addre"s he pointed out that the great 
consideration that hrm, members had to carefully 
think over was the bringing of the legitimate 
border trade to Brisbane, and that we could not 
expect to get any more of that trade than 
naturally belongs to us. No one has chimed 
that we should get more than belongs to us. 
All we desire is to get what we are entitled to, 
and we can only get that by shortening the di,. 
tance from the border to Brisbane; that if 
we shortened the distance from this wealthy 
district there would be much more chance 
of our getting more of the trade from the 
border to Brisbane. I agree with the hon. 
gentleman in that respect. But VI hat is the 
evidence before us? \V e see that a Royal 
Cowmission has been appointed at great expense 
to the taxpayers of this colony, and they went 
very exhaustively into this very vexed question, 
which Government after Government have 
refused to ask hrm. m em hers of this House to 
decide. That Royal Commission sat and took 
evidence, and went over the country concerned, 
and they presented their report to the hon. 
gentlen,an, by whom it was afterwards presented 
to this House. \Vi eh what result? T)1ey were 
absolutely opposed to the starting point of this 
line being Warwick. Three of the members 
of that commission were in fa-vour of the start­
ing point being Pittsworth, and the other two 
members who did not agree to the Pittsworth 
route were not \Varwick advocates. 

Hon. A. MoHGAN : Yes. 
Mr. DA WSON: No. I am glad that I am 

able to coutradict the hon. member without 
being called to order. (Laughter.) I ask hon. 
members to look at this report of the commission, 
and to see if the majority of the members of that 
commission were \Varwick advocates-if they 
advocated that the storting point of this line 
should be Warwick. The majority of the mem­
bers of this commission recommended the start­
ing point to be Pittsworth. 

Mr. KATES : Against the evidence. 
Mr. DA \VSON : Does the hon. member for 

Cunningham claim to be a better jw1ge of the 
evidence than the members of that Royal Com· 
tnission? 

Mr. MACKIN~'OSH : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. DA WSON: If he does, I would certainly 

like to hear some explanation from that hon. 
member, for the members of this commission 
have personally examined witnesses and have 
travelled over the country from point to point, 
and I think they are better judges of the 
evidence adduced than an hon. member who has 
simply read the evidence in cold print. I am 
perfectly content to support thcl opinion of the 
majority of the members of that commission ; 
but;, in addition to that, we have Pxpertevidence 
to guide us, and that is contained in the report 
of the Commissioner, Mr. Gray, which I now hold 
in my hand. The Railway Commissioner has no 
axe to grind-he is quite an impartial person, 
outside the influence of the Minister for Hail­
ways, outside Cabinet influence, outside the 
influence of the people in Warwick, the people 
of Y eulba, of Pittsworth, of Goondiwindi, of 
St. George--and he is beyond the influence of 
hem. members sitting on this side. He is an 
absolutely impartial person, and if hon. memhc'rs 
will look at his report on this rail way they will 
see that there is not a solitary line in favour of 
this proposal. I a•k the Minister and the hon. 
member for Warwick if they can find in the 
whole of this report a solitary line that can by 
the greate't stretch of imaginatiou be shown to 
approve of this line starting from \Varwick? 

An HoNOUHABLE MEMBER: Not a word. 
Mr. DA WSON: Not a solitary word. But 

even if there was not a solitary word, we might 
still have had some doubt if the llailway Com­
missioner, an impartial expert to whom we pay 
a high salary, and whose salary we increased by 
£500 not lGng ago, had been silent against other 
starting points, but he is most emphatic in his 
opposition to this line going ·from any other 
starting point than Pittsworth. The Secretary 
for H.ailways wa;; so infatuated with \Varwick, 
or knew so little of the meaning of the report, 
that he damned his own case by reading the 
paragraph in the report in favour of Pitts­
worth. It is no use for the hon. gentleman 
to suggest that this gentleman does not under­
stand anything at all about his business. If 
he really believes that, why did he vote for 
the increase of Mr. Gray's salary a little 
while ago? This is one of the most important 
railway proposals that has come before this 
Assembly for many years. It has been a hone 
of contention between hon. members on both 
sides of this House for many years. That is the 
real reason why the Railway Commi8sion was ap­
pointed to settle this very much vexed question. 
If Mr. Gray is not a competent man to furnish 
a report to this House which hon. members can 
believe is reasonably near the truth, then Mr. 
Gray is not a fit person for his position, and he 
ought to he discharged. I would like to know 
if, out of all the reports upon railway 
proposals submitted to this House by Mr. 
Gray since he became Commissioner f<•r Rail­
ways, hon. gentlemen can show me one :;o 
strong in conrlemnation of the proposal made as 
this is in condemnation of Warwick as the 
starting point for this line. Can such a thing 
be shown in any report furnished to this House 
by Mr. Gray, or even by Mr. Mathieson, his 
predecessor? If the hon. gentleman in charge 
of this matter can produce such a report, he will 
certainly surprise me. Probably he has not such 
a retentive memory as the hon. member for 
Warwick possesses, and I would ::tek that hon. 
gentleman to dig into the cells of Lis memory, 
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and see if he can rake up some document pre­
sented to this House, either by Mr. Mathieson or 
by :Yir. Gray, that is so emphatic upon any 
point as this is ag>tinst Warwick and in favour 
of Pittsworth ~ While the Secretary for Hail­
ways read some damaging statements from lYlr. 
Gray'" report, there is one still more damaging, 
also on page 2, where the hon. gentleman started 
from. Mr. Gray says this-

I cannot conscientiously say that tlw prospects of 
this extention arc encourag'ing, cert,a.inly not beyond 
the first 15 miles, and in this conneution I think it my 
dut,y to point out that for the first 10 miles the sur­
veyed route runs almost parallel with the line from 
1Varwick to Brisbane, witlun average distance of not 
more than 2 to -:t mHos. 

HoNOUltAJ3LE MEliim;Rs : It is not so shown on 
thP map. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH : It is quite true. 
Mr. J ACKSON : Is that true~ 
Mr. l<'rsHEl\: \Vhat is the map for? 
1\'lr. DA WSON: Hon. members ask me if this 

is true. So far as my own personal knowledge is 
concerned, I do not know whether it is true or 
not. 

Mr. J ACKSON : The member for the district 
does not challenge that ? 

Hon. A. 1\lortGAN : I do not know what an 
average of not Inure than two to four rneans. 

Mr. DA WSON : Within two and not more 
than four, I should imagine-an average of three, 
or two and not more than four. \Vhat a ricH­
culous thing it ;., that the first section of what is 
pmctically a border line, a trunk line, should run 
parallel with another trunk line, and within 
ft'om 2 to 4 miles of it for the firot 10 miles ! I 
think we have had enough nf that kind of thing 
already in this colony. Mr. Gray goes on to 
say-

Whether the farmers on the south side of the Conda­
minc have access to the main line I cannot sav but I 
should th~nk that this eonld readily be attained' by a 
traffic bridge over the Couda,mlne; then also the 
question arh·es why this line should not start from a 
point. some few miles on the Hen don side of ·roolburra 
Siding, and cross the Condamine RiVI'lr about the lO~mile 
peg on the. proposFJd extension. If thi~ be practicable, 
about 5 miles of costly conRtruction would be saved 
and about 15 in transi.t from the terminus to Brisbane' 
although it would increase the distance to ~ ... arwick bj 
about 5 miles. By starting oft' the main line in the 
manner suggested, an expenditure of about £20,000 
would in all probability be saved, and the settlers on the 
south side of the Condamine equally well served. 

Mr. RATES : What would be the cost of a 
bridge over the Condamine? 

Mr. DA \VSON : If the hon. and anxious 
member for Cunningham would only read the 
report, he would not ask me a question of that 
kind. Mr. Gray has not given a talmlatecl state­
ment, or attached a schedule to his report stating 
what the cost of the line would be, a~d com­
paring it with the cost of a bridge over the 
Condamine, but what he has stated is that by a 
deviation, such as he suggests, those on the 
south side of the Condamine, who want the use 
of the railway service of the colony, would be 
equally well served by a bridge across the Con­
damine, and the taxpayers of this colony would 
be saved not less than £20,000. 

Hon. A. S. CowLEY: Read the latter part of 
the paragraph. 

Mr. DA WSON: He says-
I am, of course, assuming that there are no engineer~ 

ing difficulties in the way, which I hardly think possi­
ble, as the Oondamine River is for a considerable 
distance below Warwick a very narrow stream, and the 
bridge crossing is not likely to be a costly undertaldng. 
I think in matters of this kind we certa.inly have 
to be guided, to a large extent, by our public 
officers holding reoponsible positions. We expect 
from them the absolute facts and the real truth, 
so that we may come to a sound and wise judg­
ment upon any proposal which comes before this 
Committee. When the ·officers of the depart-

ment fail, we have recourse to another means of 
getting information-that is, by the appointment 
of a Royal Commission. That commission in 
this case has been appointed, has clone its work, 
has furnished its report, and is against the War­
wick and in favour of the Pittsworth route. 

Mr. 1\lAOKIN'l'OSH: They did it honestly, too. 
Mr. DA \VSON : I am very sorry that while 

the Secretary for Railways was reading this 
report the House wa" rather thin ; but I direct 
the attention of bon. members who desire to give 
a conscientious vote upon this question, aud who 
believe that Mr. Gray is a competent man to 
express an opinion, to page 3 of this report, on 
which be deals with the question of distances. 
He is on this point most emphatic in favour of 
Pi ttsworth. 

Hon. A. 1\fORGAN: He is most erroneous. 
Mr. DA WSON : The hon. member for the 

clietrict says he is most erroneous. 
Hon. A. MOIWAN: Just so, and I not only say 

it, but I will prove it. 
Mr. DA \VSON: I shall be happy to furnish the 

bon. gentleman with an opportunity of proving 
it. If the statement made in a public document, 
furnished for the information of hon. members 
of this Chamber by a responsible head of a 
department like 1\lr. Gray, is most erroneous, I 
think it is time the Secretary for Railways took 
him in hand and dealt with him something like 
he cl1d with Mr. Bell or Mr. Jack. 

Mr. REm: He gave him £500 a year extra. 
Mr. DA \VSON : I would ask the hem. mem­

ber for the district if he can prove that the revort 
of the Commissioner is incorrect as to distance,;, 
because distance is an item of very considerable 
importance in railway construction. In addition 
to the matter of the initial cost, it is also a matter 
of concern in regard to the future cost of main­
tenance, and, if a dozen trains a day have to run 
50 miles instead of 20, it involves consider>tble 
expense to the taxpayers at large as well as to 
the unfortunate people who have to pay carriage 
over the greater length of line. It is not only the 
distance from Gooncliwincli to Brisbane that has 
to be taken into consideration, but the distance 
from Goondiwindi to Toowoomba ; and if the 
desire is to bring the traffic from this district to 
Brisbane to serve the Brisbane market, distance 
comes in again, and certainly Toowoomba, being 
much closer to Brisbane, is a better centre for 
the agricultural district of the Darling Downs 
than \Varwick, and deserves very much more 
consideration. Then even on the question ilf 
first cost, Mr. Gray agrees with the Royal Com­
mis:-don. There is a saving- in construction in 
favour of the Pitt.sworth route of £126,000. 
Does the hon. member for Warwick say that 
that statement also is erroneous~ \Vhy, a saving 
of £12(},000 would revive nearly all our Htagnant 
goldfields, and guarantee a surplus to the Trea­
surer next year. 

Mr. GrvENS: And build a couple of the 
private railways. 

Mr. DA WSON: Yes; and give the hon. 
member for Cairns one of his guarantee sugar­
mills. I do not wish it to be understood that I 
have any objection at »ll to a line going towards 
Goondiwincli. I think that our railway service 
sho11lcl tap a rich agricultural clistriet like that ; 
but the question is the starting point, and all the 
evidence that has been furnished to us of a 
reliable character by public officers is certainly 
against the Warwick and in favour of the PittJ;­
worth route. 

Hon. A. MoRGAN: That is not so. 
Mr. DA \VSON : I will quote the evidence 

taken by the H.oyal Commission, the finding of 
the commission, and the report of the Railway 
Commissioner, who is most elllphatic about the 
matter. It is a very great pity that there is not 
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a_ member of the Royal Commission in this 
Chamber, and I should be very pleased if the 
Premier would amend our Standing Orders to 
allow members of this Chamber to hear a mem­
ber of the other Chamber now and again, and I 
should be very pleased to move for an invitation 
to be sent to the Hon. Mr. Barlow to come here. 
It would be a very good thing if we occasionally 
exchanged members, and sent some of the rowdy 
members from this Chamber to wake the mem­
bers of the other House out of their sleep--

The CHAIRMAN: Order ! 
Mr. DA WSON: And if they sent some of 

their members here to send us to sleep. In 
endeavouring to make a point about the via 
1·ecta, the Secretary for Railways entirely missed 
his object. Certainly, the Commissioner points 
out that by the comtruction of the via recta 
there will be a saving of 63 miles, but he further 
points out that if the line goes to Goondiwindi 
vitZ Pittsworth, the line would be 3 miles shorter 
than by the v-ia recta. He is scathing in his 
critici8m of the via recta, >1nd is as sarcastic as 
a public officer can be about it. He says that 
it can only be regarded as a luxury. T<Lking 
everything into consiJeration, the Committee 
ought to be careful about passing the motion 
proposed by the Secretary for Railways. I do 
uot know whether it is an official thing or not-I 
doubt it very much-but it is apjJarent to me 
that if Mr. Gray could have found it in his con­
science to recommend this Warwick route, he 
would have done so. Dut the case was so fear­
fully b<1d that he could not conscientiously re­
commend it and sleep at night, :1nd he winds up 
with this concluding p,;ragraph-

1 much regret that I am eompelled to report unfavour­
ably of the proposed extem;ion, but [consider I should 
be failing in my duty to the St11.te if I omitted to place 
as clearly as possible before the Government the fi nan­
cial prospects of this extension. and the extent of the 
liabilities involved--
showing distinctly that, while he might have a 
natural prejudice in favour of the W :1rwick dis­
trict, the case was so b<1d that his conscience 
would not permit him to do it, and therefore he 
was obliged, very much to his regret, to issue an 
unfavourable report. I shall certainly vote 
against the proposal. 

HoN. A. MORGAN (Wa1'1viclc}: Perhaps the 
fact that the constituency I represent is deeply 
interested in the project before the Committee 
will be accepted as a sufficient justification by 
the Committee for my action in departing from 
what is <1 wholesome rule. It always is so, and 
it is so this year, when the Government are 
bringing down a series of railway proposals, that 
when <1 majority of the members have got their 
little bantlings through, and they feel upon per­
fectly safe ground so far as the interests of their 
constitmmcies are concerned, there is a tempta­
tion to fall upon some unfortunate project and 
have a little enj,yment out of it, and even go the 
length of killing it. I h<Lve listened to the le:1der 
of the Opposition for this evening (the hon. mem­
ber for Charters Towers), and I have also listened 
to the Secretary for Railways, with a very great 
deal of interest, and, I feel bound to say, with 
a little astonishment at both speeches. I was 
rather astonished to hear the SecretDry for R<Lil­
ways t<Llk in the strain he did about the hope­
leKsness--in fact, the sinfulness-of endeavour­
ing to divert to the port of Brisbane the trade of 
any porl:ion of our border territory which might 
be as well, if not better, served by lines stretch­
ing north ward from the port of Sydney or the 
port of Newcastle. I must say the speeuh of 
the hem. member for Charters Towers, JI.Ir. 

Dawson, impressed me as the 
[S p.m.] speech of a lll<Ln who rather enjoyed 

his contribution to the slaughter of 
this project. I could have wished that the 

infN·mation on wh;_ch he based his onslaught 
upon this proposal was a little more reliable than 
it is. 

Mr. DAWSON: Do you accuse a public officer 
of not giving accurate information ? 

HoN. A. MORGAN: I m:1ke no accusation. 
But I do say that the document furnished by the 
Railway Commissioner to the Secretary for Rail­
ways contains many serious inaccuracies, and I 
propose to endeavour to justify that statement 
before I conclude. It is well, I think, that some 
attention should be paid to the history of this 
proposed railway from Warwick tow<Lrds the 
Southern border. It dates back to the time of the 
much-abused £10,000,000 loan of 1884. It was in­
cluded in the schedule of that loan, £250,000 being 
~tuthorised for the construction of a railway from 
Warwick towards St. George. It receivtd par­
liamentary authority on that occasion, showing 
that the Parliament of that day avproved of the 
project to build a line along the Southern border 
from Warwick. The plans were submitted to 
the same Parliament in 1886 for practical ratifi­
cation. The plans were submitted to, and were 
adopted by, this Chamber, but they were thrown 
out in the Legislative Council by the casting 
vote of the presiding chairman, who was a 
Toowoomba man-a gentlem<Ln who hMI, in 
common with others, expressed himself as deter­
mined to oppose the proposal to construct a line 
from ·warwick even before it c<Lme before that 
Chamber. In the following ye'l;r the proposal 
was 8,gain submitted to this House ; and there is 
no doubt whatever that a large majority of the 
membel'8 of the House, as then constituted, were 
prepared to vote for the adoption of the plans, but 
they were prevented from coming to a division by 
stonewalling tactics resorted to by the Opposition, 
and supported by a number of mPmbers sitting 
on the Government side of the House. About 
the details of that little incident, which is one of 
very great interest in the political history of this 
colony, I may have something to say at a later 
stage of this debate, if the necessity should arise. 
Nothing was done with regard to new railways 
<Lnywhere for a number of years; but when the 
colony proposed to again resume rail way con­
struction we found th<Lt there were ri v<Ll towns 
claiming to be made the starting point of this 
rail way-Rorna, Y eulba, Dalby-Dalby more 
clamorous th<Ln most of them-

Mr. BELL: With more justification. (Laughter.) 
HoN. A. M ORGAN: And Pittsworth also put 

in a claim. Action was stayed, not because the 
raih;ay was not urgently needed in the interests 
of the colony, but because some of the officials 
of the Railway Department, from the Minister 
down w<Lrd, failed to recognise the necessities of 
the country, and because Ministers were a little 
timid about coming to a decision which, what­
ever it might be, would give offence to someone 
<Lmong their followers. I believe that to be the 
fact. I state the circumstances because I believe 
they ought to be stated as explaining the extm­
ordinary delay that has taken place in coming 
to a decision on this ma.tter, a delay which has 
prejudicially affected the interests of the colony 
generally, and particularly the interests of the 
city of Brisbane, to an extent which I fear 
it is now almost impossible to completely repair. 
That is rather an extraordinary statement to 
make after the speech we have heard from the 
Minister, but I believe it accurately dvsctibes the 
situation. The rail way was an urgent need for 
the commerce of 'lneensl<Lnd sixteen years ago ; 
it is a still more urgent need to-day, because, 
while we have been sleeping, while we have been 
inactive, our neighbours on the other side of the 
border have been makng full use of their oppor­
tunity, and have put themselves in a position so 
commanding that, unless we are prompt to con­
struct a rail way from some point on our South em 
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or "\Vestern Railway to the southern border dis­
trict, the trade will be lost, and lost for ever. I 
spettk of this mtttter now in its broad sell se, not 
as affecting merely the intt•rests of "\V arwick, It 
is a matter affecting the commerce of this country 
to-day and for all the yeara that are to come. 
It is a mere secondary consideration where this 
railway shall start from--

Mr. BELL: Oh! 
HoN. A. MORGAN: The hon. member 

laughs, 
Mr. BELT, : Y on are standing up now as the 

advocate for Warwick. 
HoN. A. MORGAN: I am speaking now, not 

as a \Varwick man, but as a Queenslander, and 
I say that the interests of Queensland demand 
that we should project this railway from the 
point of departure best calculated to serve the 
interests of Queensland and not merely the 
interests of any particular district. The ques­
tion of the starting point is >tlto~ether a sub­
sidiary matter. There is a magnificent district 
along the southern border of the colony-a vast 
area with a gre·-tt trade now and a still greater 
trade in the future-and what have we done to 
conserve the commerce of that district? Abso­
lutely nothing. And indeed, from the tone of 
the debate up to the present, it seems that we 
are likely to do absolutely nothing for some years 
to come. I say that a rail way to that district is 
urgently needed. \Ve have been blind to the fact 
hitherto, or it we have had our eyes open we have 
not had the courage to give effect to our opinions. 
And in t~is conne.:;tion let me say in passing 
that I th1nk the ~llmster has not treated this 
Chamber with the eon"idcration that ought to 
have been shown in regard to illustrative maps 
in connection with this project. TheJe is a map 
on the wall and there is a map on the table, The 
latter I provided, and it is an infinitely better 
map than the official map on the wall. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : Is it official? 
HoN. A. MORGAN: It is official in this 

sense: It was made at the Survey Office under 
the S_ur;--eyor-General's direction at my request, 
and It 1s absolutely accurate. I am glad it is 
there, because it will enable hon. members who 
may study it to see the danger to which we are 
exposed in our south-western border districts bv 
reawn of our remissness in the way of providing 
railway facilities for our own people. I say 
that while we have been sleeping onr neighbours 
have been watching and acting; and what is the 
result? We see that they a,re now successfully 
competing for the trade of our south-western 
border districts at half-a-dozen points. They 
have a line to Bourke in the west. They have a 
line to Moree. 

Mr. STORY: They have not been successful in 
tapping our trade at Bourke. 

HoN. A. MORGAN: I will accept what the 
hon. gentleman says, and will reply by saying that 
"one swallow does not make a summer." I 
submit that the general statement I have made 
that they are s~wcessfully attacking our trade at 
half-a-dozen d1fferent points, is quite accurate. 
1'hey have built a line to Bourke, and if they 
are not now successful in attacking our trade 
at that point it is only for the last year or two 
that they have failed in their attack, But I 
would remind the hon. gentleman that a moment 
or two ago he showed me an extract from a paper 
published in his own district in which a leading 
bu,siness man states that, the moment the Bourke 
rail way IS extended, the trade of that part of the 
colony will begin to go not to Cunnamulla but 
over the. New South Wales rail ways. They 
have a railway to Bonrke. They have a railway 
to Moree, south of Goondiwinrli about 70 miles. 
They have a railway to Wallangarra. These 
three railways are already controlling the trade 
of our southern border districts. Now, there is 
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the official map which, I understand, was before 
the Hoyal Commission ; and upon that map a 
railway on the Ne·w South \Vales side now in 
course of construction, and approaching comple­
tion towards our border, is actually not shown. 
If hon. members on that side of the Chamber 
will look for Byrock, and trace from there to 
Brewarrina, they will see the points between 
which a railway is being built in New South 
\Vales, and which will shortly be opened for 
traffic. If they look further east they will see the 
rail way stret<Jhing to J\iloroe, and, looking a little 
further east, they will see the important town of 
Invereil marked. There is a railway approaching 
c<m1pletion from Moree to In verell, stretching 
along the Southern border, and threatening the 
trade of the Texas district. That, also, is not 
shown. 

The SECllE'rARY J!'OH RAILWAYS: The distance 
is too great. 

Hon. W. H. GROOM: Hear, hear! 
HoN. A. M ORGAN: The Hon. the Minister 

for Railways may sit comfortably back and say 
the di.1tance is too great for them to get that 
traffic, and the hon. member for Toowoomba, 
deeply interested in a rival project, says, "Hear, 
hear !'J 

Hon. "\V. H. GRomr: You must not impute 
motives, (Laughter.} 

HoN. A. MORGAN: I am stating what is 
a patent fact. Now, they already have these 
railways-the railway to Bourke, the railway to 
~Ioree, the rail way from By rock to Brewa,rrina, 
the railway from Moree to Inverell-all either 
working or upon the point of completion, success­
fully competing for the trade of the southern 
border dmtricts of this colony. And yet they 
are not satisfied. They are going to build yet 
another line. The best, the most incontrover­
tible evidence of the importance New South 
\Vales attaches to the trade of the C.lueensland 
border districts is to be found in the fact that 
she has already spent millions, and is prerJared 
to go on spending still more money, it order to 
capture it--

Mr. DAWSON: Are they spending it on private 
syndicate rail way"? 

HoN. A. MORGAN: "\Vhile the Queensland 
Government, snpported by the Queensland Oppo­
sicion, stand listlessly by and propose to do 
nothing to retain the little trade that is left 
to us, or to recover that which has been, 
temporarily I hope, lost, I say that they 
have these railways built, and yet they are 
not content with what has been done, and 
are going to do more. 'vVithin the last week 
there has passed the New South Wales Parlia· 
ment a Bill to authorise the construction of 
a railway from Narrabri-which is shown on 
the map on the table-to \V algett, and tben~e 
from IV algett north ·easterly to Collarendabri. 
That is very important as showing that notwith­
standing all the motber coluny has done, and 
all the money she has spent in the past to 
capture the trade on our southern border districts, 
she is still prepared to do more to that end. 
Now, the new line, which was authorised by 
a Bill that received its final approval in the 
Legislative Council of New South Wales on 
the 28th of last month, provides for a railway 
that is to cost a great deal more than the 
railway proposed from Warwick to Goondiwindi 
would cost. The cost estimated of that line 
from Narrabri to "\Valgett, and thence north­
easterly to Collarendabri, is over £500,000, an:J­
the New 8oulh Wales Parliament voted 1t 
cheerfully. It went through in the Assembly 
after half-an-hour's debate, and in the Council 
the debate did not exceed more than an hour. 
I have the Hansard by me, .and I could 
show hon. members, if I thought it necessary 
to do so-if I thought it wol-Jld affect their 
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decbion in this matter-that one of the strongest 
reasons urged in support of this new railway was 
that it would secure a large portion of tlte trade 
of Queensland. Now, I say that that action is a 
reproach to us, and is the strongest evidence that 
the policy we h:tve failed to pursue in. the past 
is the policy that ought to have been pursmd 
in the interests of the whole of Queensland, and 
more particularly in the interests of th~ Sou~hern 
portion of {lueensland and of the cap1tal 01ty of 
the colony. 

Mr. FrsHE!\ : Are you arguing generally in 
favour of Warwick? 

HoN. A. MORGAN: I am trying to establish 
the general proposition as the first stage. I was 
laughed at by my hon. friend, the lwn. member 
for Dalby, because I pu~ this forw_ard as:" matter 
which should be determmed first m the mterests 
of {lueen <land-that the proposal for a border 
line should go through in the interests of the 
colony as a whole, and, having decided that, we 
shoul(\ deci<le the minor question where the rail­
way should start from. 
HONOURABL~J MEMB!ll\S: Hear, hear! 
Mr. JACK80N: I think the moot point is where 

it should start from. 
HoN. A. MORGAN: It seemed to me after 

the extmordinary report that has been presented 
by the Railway Cmrnnissioner upon thi• P':'oj:ct, 
following the report of the Royal Comnn.<swn, 
that something more than a mere casual mter­
vention in this debate was necessary to endeavour 
to induce members to ;rive full and serious con­
sideration to the question of providing rail_way 
facilities for our South-western border d1stncts. 
Now these railways that New South Wales has 
built~ and they are much longer railways than 
we will h•we to build to get to those districts­
have involved a capital outlay of somethin~ like 
£2 500,000. We propose to spend only £[)00,000 
on' one railway which would serve Queens_land's 
interests, whether it started from W arw10k or 
Pittsworth, or any town between those. two 
points, more thoroughly and more effectiVely 
than the railways which it has cost New South 
Wales four or five times that amount to build, 
and we would have all the advantage of com­
peting for that border traffic successfully with a 
railway that involved a capital cost of £500,000 
against railways which involve an interest 
charge on £2,500,000 or £3,000,000. I think, 
undf\r the circumstances, we would be in a very 
much superior po,ition to compete successfully 
for that traffic. I would like now to make a 
commentary on the report that has appeared 
lately over the signature of our Railway Com­
missioner and which the hon. member for 
Charters 1'owers has quoted with so much gusto. 
The matter of the border trade must not be so 
lightly dealt with as it is dealt with in this 
report on the present project. Two years ago 
Mr. Gray addressed to his Minister a report on 
the borrler traffic between Queensland and New 
South Wales. He then appealed most strongly 
for extraordinary power to resist the ellcroach­
ments the New South Wales commissioners were 
succe&sfully making against the colony of 
Queensland. We know what extraordmary 
means this Parliament placed in the bands of the 
Minister to enable the CommiRsioner to success­
fully compete against New South Wales. In 
pleading for that power Mr. Gray nsed these 
word,--

Mr. FrsHER: Was that in 1893? 
HoN. A. M ORGAN: No; at the end of 1898. 

Mr. Gray then said-
It must not be forgotten that wool sent to Bourke 

from holding:1 i.n our South-western distriets mean~ the 
loss of the railage on station !0\U-pplies for these holdings, 
the loss of the trade to Queensland merchants. and 
the loss of freight to oversea. ships vis) tin!> thfl poxt of 
Brisbane. 

Another very cogent reason why the traffic from our 
South-western border holdings should be diverted to 
Jhi::;bane arises from the fact tha.t the loss of the wool1 
from thm~e holdings would materially ~ffect the effor.ts. 
now being made to successfully estabhsh wool _s;tles 1n1 

Brisbane. You are no doubt aware that comnderable 
areas of the Sonth-,vestcrn districts are held as 
grazing farms, and I am or opinion tha~ the bulk of 
the wool sold in Brisbane will for some tune be drawn 
from these and other small grazing areas in the colony. 
Th<·se are some of the arguments which Mr. 
Gray used in favour of being vested with extra­
ordinary power to deal with the encroachments 
of our neighbours. 

Mr. DAWSON: He did not say anything about 
the starting point being Warwick. 

HoN. A. MORGAN: No. But the hon. mem­
ber mi'"es the point. I am quoting that as a 
contrast against the attitude :"hich he ~akes up 
in his later report on tbe subJect, bearmg date 
Decem beer, 1900, two years later. . 

Mr. DAWSON: He has more expertence and 
knowledge now. . 

Hon. E. B. FormEST< Exactly the same set &·f 
circumstances exist now. 

HoN. A. M ORGAN: Mr. Gray argued most; 
successfully in favour of the acti~m he asked'_ 
Parliament to take two years ago m defence of 
the tmde of our border districte. I am y~ryr 
sorry that he has ever departed from the pos1hon· 
he took up on that occasion. J:Io":ever, he has 
done so, and I am very much u~clmed to fe:>r· 
that the colony's interests are gomg to suffer 111 
consequence. Now, this line along the 1:-louthern 
border was projected sixteen years ago to do· 
what two years ago Mr. Gray was strongly con­
tending for, and now, .two years later, when 
Parliament is asked to gt ve consent to a proposal 
which would do what Mr. Gray wanted done, 
that gentleman rises up and condemns it. 

JYir. JENKINSON: He only condemns a par­
ticular proposal. 

HoN. A. MORGAN: I must differ from the 
hon. gentleman. Mr. Gray condemns both 
projects, and says in express terms-

1 should certainly be afforded an opportunity, after 
examining the district, of expressing my v1ews, as from 
what I have heard ot the country tmversedby the trml 
surveys from "V\~ arwick and Pittsworth, the InformatiOn 
in my posse.ssion is surh that the Government should 
certainly hesitate before committing them~elves t~ the 
construction of any very great length of .line by erth~r 
route, as I ~'~m clearly of opinion that neither hne w1ll 
be a profitable investment. 

~1r. J ENKINSON : I am very sorry to hear that. 
HoN. A. MORGAN: I think the hon. gentle­

man will now arlmit tha,t I have established the 
proposition that I set out to establish. I wish 
now to say a word or two in reply to the hon. 
member for Charters Towers, and I will en­
deavour to be as brief as possible. 

Mr. DAWSON: You had better, or we will put 
the gag on you. . . 

HoN. A. MORGAN: I want to show, 111 sptte 
of the condemnation of this line in high official 
quarters, that there is a great deal to J:>e said ~n 
it$ favour sufficient to warrant Parhament m 
authorising its construction, and I wish further 
tn show that both the majority of the Royal 
Commission and Mr. Gray are wrong in the 
conclusions they have arrived at. I say-and I 
speak with an intimate knowledge of a great 
deal of the country to be traversed-that the 
'Varwick route is the best route to serve the 
purposes that Parliament ought to have in view. 

Mr. DAWSON: The member for Cambooya 
differs from you. 

HoN. A. MORGAN: I am aware that the 
majority of the Roy">l Commission a'.'d the 
Commissioner for Railways take a d1fferent 
view to that adopted by myself. We have 
before us the grounds upon which they .have 
formed a conclusion opposed to that wh10h I 
have formed on this subject. The hon. member 
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for Clmrters Towers, ir1 supporting a conclusion 
different to mine, said we had the evidence of 
the Royal Cornmi,sion and the Commissioner 
for Railw:w" against the \Varwick route, and in 
favour of the alternative route-the evidence as 
he said, of expert adviser> of the Governn;ent 
-and he asked how we could go against that ? 
The majority of the Royal Commission, I admit, 
recommen<led the Ptttsworth route by a bare 
majllrity ot tlrree out of five, that majority 
embracing the non-profesoional members of the 
cmnmissiun, whose opinions, I think, ought not 
to weigh against the judgment of the other 
memberM of the cmmuission. I want also to 
point out to the hon. member who used the 
argument to which I am now replying, that the 
Railway Commissioner, though he occupies that 
position, is not in any sense an expert in railway 
u1a11agernent . 

.1\hMBims of the Opposition : Oh oh ! 

.1\Ir. REm : Someone sang a ;ery different 
song to that lately. 

HoN. A. M ORGAN: Hon. members who 
bang th,,se different songs are responsible for 
them. I am not. I say the gentleman who 
occuvies the position of R"ilway Commis,ioner 
to d:ty-and who succeeded to the pllsition by an 
extraordinary eet of circmmtances, having in 
view the general purp<"e with which we )J:tsscd 
an Act of Parliament to take the m'111agement 
of tlle railways out of the hands of the Minister 
aud put it into the ha,nds of commissioners 
responsible only to Parliament-is not in any 
sense a railway expert. That, I think, will be 
admitted everywhere. I think the gentleman 
hnuself who occupies that position would be one 
of the first to admit it. 

Mr. DAWSON: What do you call him? 
lYir. BELL : He is a thorough common-sense 

rnan. 
HoN. A. MORGAN : I entirely agree with 

that. .1\ir. Gray is thoroughly a common-sense 
man, and is one of the best Public 

[8'30 p.m.] Service offic&rs we have under the 
Government of this colony, but I 

repeat that he is in no se.nse a rail way expert. 
Nearly all the rail way experts, whose ad vice we 
should take in this matter, recommend that the 
startim( point of this line should be Warwick. 
Now, I want to draw the attention of hon. mem­
bers to this fact: That the Deputy Commissioner 
for Railways and the General Traffic Manager, Mr. 
T~al.lon, gave evidence before this Royal Com­
missiOn and strongly favoured this line starting 
from Warwick ; and I think, in justice to the 
case I am ad vacating, that I may be permitted 
to make one or two quotativns from his evidence. 
I can reassure hon. members that I am not going 
to weary their patience by making long quota­
tions from the~ evidence. On page 4 of Mr. 
'l'hallon's evidence-question 73- he is asked-

Do you consider it would be in the interests of the 
coloJJy to construct this border line from "\Vanvick to 
St. Gcorgc? 
And he replied-

Yes, in the best interests of the colony. 
'l'hen he was asked-question 74~ 

And you think it is a line that should be constructed? 
And his reply was-

I think it should have been constructed twenty years 
ago. 

Then, again, I want to quote the evidence of 
Mr. Stanley, the Chief Engineer for Railways, 
against what the hon. member for Charters 
Towers says. 

Mr. DA,VSON: Right! 
HoN. A. YI:ORGAN: In reply to Mr. Cross, 

on page 70, question 1437, Mr. Stanley said-
'l'lw line from Pittsworth, leaving the surveyed line 

at 10:! miles, and running to the north of the "~cir 
River to the crossing of the Moonie; or the line starting 
3 miles to the south of Warwick, running down to 

Trcverton, and between Inglewood and 1'cxas, joining 
the Stanthonm route at abont 55 miles, lHLs:o;iug throng-h 
Goondiwindi, crossing the ).'\Teir River, and on to the 
crossing of the :\Ioonio at the ohjectivc point of the line 
from Pittswort!L Looking to the future development 
of onr railwaY system, I strongly recommend t.lle line 
ft·om w·arwiek. 
l<'urther, Mr. Le them, whose report, it was hoped, 
would solve the difficulty as to the route this 
line should take, was sent out in 18!l7 to examine 
the various routes and to advise lYiinisters, who, 
it was understood generally, were preparml to take 
the advice of a C•'m]Jetent officer. That JY1r. 
Lethem is a thoroughly qualified n;an I assume 
from tha fact that he occupies the position of 
officer in ch.trge of the survey branch of the Rail­
way Department. After examining the various 
routes, he reported in favour of the line start­
ing from Warwick. So we h:we the Deputy 
Comrr.is,ioner and General Traffic Manager, 
who is the most experienced man iu r:til way 
mamLgement in this colony, saying that this line 
should start from vVarwick. Then, again, the 
Chief Engineer, under whom most of our rail­
ways have been built, says that this line should 
start from \Varwick. And Mr. I,etbem also says 
that the line should start from vVarwick, and he 
made an inspection of all the routes with the 
exception of the Dalby route. 

J\Ir. BELL : A very important omission. 
HoN. A. MORGAN: The re~sons why Mr. 

Lethcm recommended this route are : 'l'hat it is 
theoneth>ttwill bemnstlikelyto secure the border 
traffic; that it is the route on which there is the 
greatest extent of existing settlement; and also 
that it is the route that has the greatest IJrospect 
of inducing future settlement. These are very 
cogent reasons, and I quote them against thlil 
hon. member for Charters Towers, who says 
that this line should not start from Warwick. 
What more do we want? We have the recom­
mendations of these officers, on whose advice 
most of our rail ways are constructed. Then, 
again, Mr. Drew, who is acknowled!red to be 
one of the most competent officers in the survey 
branch of the Railway Department--

Mr. KERR : A very good officer. 
HoN. A. MORGAN: I have not the pleasure 

of the gentleman's acquaintance, but that is the 
character I hear of him from those who are com­
petent to give information on the matter. He 
also advocates the Warwick line. And in addi­
tion to all these capable and disinterested wit­
nesses we have the testimony of Mr. Waiter 
Cross, one of the members of the commission, who 
is also one crf the most experienced men in the 
colonies in railway construction, who has not 
onlv built a large length of lines here, but who 
had charge of many of the lines after their 
con"truction--and he says that this line should 
start from \Varwick. Again, we have the 
o[Jinion of Mr. Curnow, whom we know was, and 
still is, capable of expressing an opinion on these 
matters, saying that this line should start from 
Warwick. 

Mr. BELL: Not along this route. 
HoN. A. MORGAN: Three miles south of 

this route. • 
Mr. BELL : A different line altogether. 
HoN. A. MORGAN: If the hon. member will 

split straws, I have not time to engage in such 
an encounter. But I say that Mr. Curnow says 
that this line should start from Warwick. 

Mr. BELL : He does not ad vacate the line we 
are now discu>sing. 

HoN. A. MORGAN: That is quite correct. 
He advocates a line 3 miles south. vVhether it 
is 3 miles south or 3 miles north of the vropused 
route, I do not care--

lYir. DAWSON: So long as you get the line. 
HoN. A. M ORGAN: So· loug as the line is 

built. Mr. Curnow advocates the line from 
vVarwick. In addition to !!Il the evidence I have 
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quoted, we have the evidence of the whnle of the 
people in lhe districts westward of "Warwick 
whiuh this railway will serve. And this is a 
point I wish to impress on the hon. member fnr 
Charters Towers, who is so confident that the 
interests of the pellple concerned should be 
of paramount illlportance. I think the hon. 
member will agree with me> that it is to be 
assumed that the people mostly concerned­
except so far as payment is concerned-may be 
taken as pretty good judges of what they want, 
and the people at Tex:ts, Inglewo<>d, Gooudi­
windi, and along the Mdntyl·e V alley, almost 
as far west so Mungindi, all want this line, and 
they all want it to start from \Varwick. The 
hon. member for Charters Towers said that they 
did not want anything of the kind. 

Mr. DAWSON: I s"id nothing of the sort. 
HoN. A. MOllCi~N: Well, he said he did 

not know what good use this line would serve. 
Mr. DAWSON: I did not say that either. I 

think I must call the hon. member for Warwick 
to order. (Laughter.) 

HoN. A. M ORGAN: I understood the hon. 
member to say that the line should go by some 
other route than from 'Varwick, and I say that 
the people in these districts are likely to be better 
jnd:;:es than the hon. member as to the route this 
line should take in orrier to serve their interests. 
Now I want to establish a statement I made 
when the hon. gentleman was speaking, and 
when he was fJUOting the report presented by the 
Railway Commissioner, Mr. Gray. It must be 
said, and I say it wilh a feeling of regret, that 
that report seems as if it had been written for the 
purpose of d estrnyin:;: this project. 

Mr. DAWSON: That is a hard thing· to say. 
Mr. B~<;LL: I think it is going too far. 
An HoNOURABLE MEMBER : What would be 

his object in doing that? 
l\1r. BELL: Hear, hear! It is a very sericms 

statement. 
HoN. A. MORGAN: Ifhon. members will allow 

me to say it, I believe Mr. Gray is quite capable 
of taking care of his own reputation, and in this 
matter I do not propose to do anything that will 
injure it. I am convinced that Mr. Gray con­
scientiously believes what he has written, that he 
believes that the position which he has taken up 
with regard to this railway is justified by the 
facts, and, believing that, he has written strongly 
in order tu prevent the Government making what 
he believes would be a mistake as to the start­
ing point. But I say this, as one familiar with 
the country and knowing the arguments in 
favour of the W arwiek route much more 
thoroughly than Mr. Gray : that as I read his 
report what are meant to he arguments against 
the Warwick route are magnified, and what 
arguments there are in favour of it so strong as 
not to be overlooked are given in a grudging 
spirit in the Commissioner's report. This is not 
a report upon the Warwick route; but a report 
in favour of a route from an alternative starting 
pomt. T submit that the Commissioner when 
asked to report upon this proposed railway was 
not asked to report upon rival Enes, and that is 
why I blame Mr. Gray for doing in respect of 
this line what he has not done in respect of any 
other. 

Mr. DAWSON: That is what I pointed out I 
think. ' 

HoN. A. MORGAN: The hon. gentleman has 
talked about the settlement along the line of 
route for a distance of 15 or 20 miles from \V ar­
wick. Mr. Gray says that-

For the first 5 or 6 miles out from Worwick. the 
~ouu~ry trayersed by the survey is, for the most part, 
Interwr agrwultural laud. and only isolated patches 
have been put under the plough. 
Now, I Want to state the fact. From Warwick 
westward, within sight of this line for t]).e whole 

distance, there is 20 miles of an almost unbroken 
stretch ,,[ wheat fields, and Mr. Gray saw them 
-if he did not see them for the whole 20 miles 
he saw them, to my knowledge, for 15 miles. 
Then, with regard to the comparison there exists 
between the runtes vi<~ Warwick and vid Pitts­
worth in the matter of the through distance from 
Brisbane, there is here in the Commissioner's 
statement, in the whole of the paragraphs deal­
ing with that question, a confusion of routes 
which have led the Commissioner to erroneous 
conclusions. I particularly regret that there 
is not a better map before hon. members, so 
that I might demonstrate clearly what I want to 
show. 'Vhen I was before the Railway O.>m­
mission there was a map showing the various 
projected routes through to Goondiwindi. The 
original proposal was to go direct from Pitts­
worth to St. George. 'rhat line would have 
followed a route that would have taken it very 
much to the north of Gooudiwindi-about 20 
miles-and being a dirEct line, of course it would 
have been much shorter than the line as recom­
mended by the commission-going down from 
Pittsworth south-westerly to Inglewood, and then 
going due west to point A, near Dirranbandi, on 
the Moonie River. 

Mr. STORY : Dirranbandi is on the Balonne. 
HoN. A. MORGAN: It does not· matter 

where it is. 
Mr. STORY : It really does not. 
HoN. A. MORGAN: Wbat I said was that 

point A was on the Moonie River. The 
Commissioner in his report speaks of the distance 
from Brisbane vi,z Pittsworth to a point 15 miles 
north of Guondiwindi, and he says-

As the question of the cia recta may possibly be urged 
as a reason for the extension from ·warwick, I need 
only say tha.t the construction of this line, which can 
only be regarded as a luxury, and which will probably 
involve an expenditure of £431.500, will only effect a 
saving in the through distance to Brisbane from 
Goondiwindi of 63 miles, whereas the distance from the 
point 15 miles north of Goondiwindi to Brisbane by way 
of Pittsworth aud the Drayton deviation will be about 
3 miles shorter. 
Now, let it be understood that there is no pro­
posal to construct a line to 15 miles north of 
Goondiwindi from Pittsworth. The Commis­
sion's recommendation is for a line south-west 
to Inglewood, and then due west to point A. 
The distance is exactly the same from Pitts­
worth to point A as from Warwick to point 
A, and in estimating the distance vid Warwick 
or Pittsworth you can get a set of figures 
that will do equally well for Goondiwindi and 
point A, so far as the comparison is concerned. 
What are the facts? The Cornmi,sioner says 
there would be some 3 miles in favour of Pitts­
worth. I say he is talking of the wrong route. 
In one paragraph he speaks of a route 1'i'~ Ingle­
wood, and in another of a route vid a point 15 
miles north of Goondiwindi. Taking the figures 
from the report of the Hoyal Commission, the 
distance from Warwick to point A is 213 miles, 
and the through distance from point A to 
Brisbane is, by the existing line, 381 miles. 
The distance from point A to Pittsworth is 
213 miles, and the through distance from 
point A vid Pittsworth to Brisbane is 350 
miles. Now, by the via 1•ecta, according to Mr. 
Stanley's evidence (see question 1426, page 70, of 
the report of the commission), you can save 63 
miles, thus reducing the through distance vid 
Warwick to 318. Vid Pittsworth the through 
rl ietance is 350 miles, and by allowing for the 
Drayton deviation-9 miles-the through dis­
tance vid Pittsworth is reduced to 341 miles, 
leaving the distance in favour of the '\Varwick 
route at 23 miles, and not 3 miles. 

Hon. E. B. l<'oRREST : Th~>t is allowing for 
the Drayt<;>n deviation? 
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HoN. A. MORG-AN: That is giving full 
credit for the Raving in each ca9e. I only 
mention this because the Commissioner men­
tions it. I want to say to the Committee that 
we are not putting forward a claim for the 
via recta in connection with this rail wo,y ; but 
I argue in the strongest possible manner tho,t, 
when you are projecting a rail way that will 
serve the important district in the south-west 
portion of the colony, you cannot, if you are 
true to the interes;s of the colony, overlook the 
fact that there is a meo,ns hy which you can 
ultimately shorten colonial and intercolonial 
distances by 63 miles. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
HoN. A. MORGAN : I say tho,t you are 

bound, when you are determining the route of 
what will be a main line by and by, if it is not 
now, to have regard to the circumstances which 
will place the people of that district in that po<~i­
tion of _ad vantage which they ought to occupy, 
and whwh they do not occupy now. That is the 
only connPction in which I advance the via recta 
in dealing with this matter at all, and I 
would not have done that if the Commissioner 
had not raised it in his arguments against the 
construction of the Warwick route. 

Mr. BELL: A very strong argument, too. 
HoN. A. MORGAN: It is a strong argument 

in the opinion of the hon. member who is 
interested in another route. I blame the Com­
miBsioner very seriously for stating that he is 
not in a position to supply the House or the 
conntry with information as to the traffic that 
this proposed line of 25 miles will secure. Surely 
the head of our Railway Department, above o,ll 
people, should be able to supply information on 
this point. That he has not done so is deeply to 
be regretted, because I am in a position to say 
that the information is in his possession. 

Mr. DA WEION: He says he is not satisfied on 
the point. 

HoN. A. M ORGAN: I beg the hon. member's 
pardon. I refer him to the last paragraph but 
one of the Commissioner's report, where he says, 
"It is impossible for me to give an estimate of 
what will be the probable receipts." 

Mr. DAWSON: \Vhat does that mean? That 
he has not got full particulars-not that he has 
not got any i11formation. He wants to be 
accurate. 

HoN. A. MORGAN: He says, "It is im­
possible for me to give an estimate of what will 
be the probable rrceipts from the proposed 
extension to Thane's Creek." Then he goes on 
to institute a comparison between the possibilities 
of that line and the actualities in connection with 
the Killarney branch, which runs through what 
every hon. member who has visited the Downs 
knows is a very fine farming district. Now, the 
comparison is not a fair one. The Killamey line 
is a purely agricultural one. It carries freight 
which is the worst class of freight from a revenue 
point of view, though, at the same time, it repre­
sents the highest possible development to which 
the land can be put--

HoNOUHABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
HoN. A. M ORGAN: Whereas the proposed 

line frnm Warwick westward would get not only 
agricultural produce, but a big timber trade, 
some mineral trade, and the trarle ::Jf a vast 
pastoral district-traffic which would pay maxi­
mum freight rates, and, therefnr<', in that respect 
place the line in a much better position than the 
Kilhrney line. I said that the Commissioner 
should hrwe known this. It was his duty to have 
known it; ~nd I will add to that, that to some 
extent at least he did know it. I took the 
trouble to advise the Commissioner as to gome 
of the traffic which thi• line woHld inevitably 
get. I Rhowed him by the actual returnR from 
the \Varwick railway station that during the 

twelve weeks ending 23rd November there were 
nearly 4,500 bales of wool despatched from that 
station, and every bale of tbat wool would be 
carried over this !me if it were built. There is 
not one bale c trried on the Ki!larney line. How, 
then, can he institute anything like a fair com­
parison between the railway to Ki!larney and thA 
railway that is now under discussion? 

Mr. DAWSON: \Vould not that wool be carried 
over the line if it started from Pittsworth? 

HoN. A. MORGAN: I do not think all of it 
would. Some of it, I know, would not, but th<tt 
is not the point. 

Mr. DA WSON : It is the point. The starting 
point is the very thing we are argning about. 

HoN. A. MOltGAN : The point just now is 
that the UmnmiHHioner says that !Je is not in 
a position to estimate the traffic, and I say tlutt 
he is in a position to give something like a 
reliable estimate of the traffic that the line would 
secure. I can tell the Commissioner further that in 
thA dist.rwts this line would serve there are nearly 
1,000,000 sheep-he can estimate the produce of 
those sheep-and on the New South Wales side 
of the bordPr there are over 350,000 Rheep, and 
the evidence of representative witnesRes who 
were examined before the Royal Commission, 
and who were sent there by the Selectors' 
Association, was that they wanted a railway 
along the Queensland border, that they wanted 
it from War"ick, and that, if thr.y got it., the 
wool from those 350,000 sheep would be shipped 
over that line to Queensland ports. 

Mr. STORY: You are wrong. 
HoN. A. MORG-AN: I am speaking from 

facts-facts which were available to the Commis­
sioner-and yet he says tha.t he is not in a 
position to estimate the traffic that this rail­
way will secure. Now, this information waq in 
Mr. Gray's posses•ion before his rep.>rt was 
presented to this House containing that state­
ment. I challenge contradiction. I offer the 
evidence given before the Royal Commission; I 
offer the facts sn pp lied by Mr. Gmy's own 
officer< at vVarwick in support of the statements 
I make to this Committee, and I make them 
because I know they are absolutely tnw. 

HoNOURABLE l\fE1!BEHS: Hear, hear ! 
HoN. A. MORGAN: I must apologise for 

trespassing even to this extent upon the time of 
thA Committee. 

IIONOURABL!c MRMBICUS: No, go on! 
HoN. A. MORGAN: No, I will not go on. 

I believe I have said sufficient to show that the 
report that has been presented to us is not such a 
report as, under the circumstances, ought to have 
been prescmted. I have said enough to show 
that the requirements of the south-western 
border districts-aye, and the requirements of 
Brisbane and Southern Queensland generally­
demand that we should have a railway to carry 
the trade of those districts, and to bring it to our 
own ports, and I hope that no difference as to 
which starting point should be adopted will 
induce this Parliament to delay even for 
another year a work which, according to 
our highest railway authority, ought to have 
been undertaken twenty years ago. I deeply 
regret that the differences between the hem. 
member for Balonne, the hon. men,ber for 
Dalby, and the hon. meml1er for Cambooya, 
and the hon. member for Cunningham and 
myself r.s to which should be the starting point 
has resultfd in what I believe to be a cruel 
wrong to the trading interests of the community 
and to the port of Brisbane particularly. I say 
that, even if that question is to be decided 
against the district which I represent, let it be 
decidpc] against me, if it is to the interests of the 
colony that it should be so c!Pcided; bnt let not 
the Gov•"rnment, let not thi,; Parliament shilly­
shally with this question any longer. 
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HoNOlffiABLE ME~!BERS : Hear, hear ! 
HoN. A. M ORGAN: It is one that should be 

dealt with now, before this SHssiou closes, and 
I hope Parliament will deal with it. There 
is just one local point that I ought to deal with 
before I sit d"wn. I hear there is a great deal 
of abrm expressed upon a point to which 
Mr. Gray drav.s attention in his report-the 
fact that, for some miles out of vV arwick, 
the proposed line to Thane's Creek and Goon­
diwindi will traveroe territory within 3 or 
4 miles of the existing line to Toowoomba. 
My local knowledge enables me to explain-to 

my own satisfaction, at any rate, 
[9 p. m.] and I hope to the satisfaction of 

the Committee-the reason why 
that is so. The line to Toowoomba and Ipswich 
and Brisbane runs along the north side of the 
valley of the Condamine; the line to the west 
will follow the south side of the valley of the 
Condamine. Between them there is a distance 
of about 4 m1les for, say, 5 miles. lYir. Gray 
says that by building a line from Toolburra 
Siding across the Condamine, he could do away 
with 4 or 5 miles of construction. That is so ; 
and that 'would not jeopardise \Varwick interests 
in this matter. It is not a matter that I would 
oppose if it were considered wise ; but JYir. Gray 
will save that 4 miles at the cost of building an 
expensive bridge across the Condamiue a mile in 
length, a bridge that will cost nearly the whole 
of the £20,000 that will be saved in the 4 miles 
of construction. The Condamine is a mighty 
stream when it is in flood. At Warwick, some 
miles further upstream, it required a bridge 
·~mile in length to bridge the Condamine. As 
you go farther west the valley opens out, the 
flats are wider: it is subject to periodic floods· 
and it will be necessary to have a high-level 
bridge with flood openings the whole of the 
distance, because the Condamine would inevit­
ably sweep to destruction any embankments 
that might be put there. Therefore there 
will have to be flood openings and steel girder 
spans ; and the cost of that bridge would 
absorb, if not the whole, nearly the whole of 
the £20,000 the Commissioner woull save in 
shortening the distance by 4 miles. And for 
what benefit? Simply that \Varwick might be 
excluded as the terminus. You see the same 
thing in goingoutof Toowoomba. On the Brisbane 
line you go up the north side of Guwrie Creek to 
Toowoom ba; going on t to the west and toW arwick 
you run down the south bank ; and if you look 
out of the carriage on your right you would pro­
bably see a train keeping pace with you for some 
miles coming from Sydney while you are going 
to Sydney. That, however, is a mere detail. I 
only allude to it as offering an explanation 
of a little difficulty which might suggest 
itself to members of the Committee not 
familiar with local circumstance.s as a rather 
formidable matter. If Mr. Gray thinks well to 
start from Toolbnrra, I have not the elightest 
objection, though I think it would be a foolish 
thing to do. I have not the elightest hesitation 
in saying that I strongly recommend this line 
to the consideration of the Committee. I 
recommend it first as a ~ueenslander interested 
in the future prosperity of this colony ; and I 
have no compunction in saying that I also recom­
mend it as the represent<ttive of Warwick. I 
am not in the least ashamed to stand up here 
a,nd advocate it in my capacity as member for 
Warwick; but I say it is a line which should 
coUJmend itself to us chiefly because it is a line 
that will serve the c"mmon interests of the 
conntry. 

HoNOURABLE MElllllEHS on both sides : Hear, 
hear! 

M. BJ!;IJL (Da/b!f) : \Vhatever opinions the 
representatives in this Parliament of the various 

competing starting places may have as to the 
merits of the respective routes, we are united in 
one point at all events, r,nd that is 3$ to the 
excellence of the speech which the hon. member 
for \V arwick has delivered in defence of his 
case. He may or may not be a successful 
pleacler for his cause, but he at all events has 
bc·en an ardent and fervid pleader, and the 
electors of \Varwick could not have been better 
represented than by the hon. gentleman who has 
been advocatitJg their cause to-night. I feel a 
certain sense of loneliness in taking part in this 
debate, because in the various discussions and 
deliberations that have taken place by this 
official individual or that official individual, 
or the various bodies, whether royal or other­
wise, that have been appointed to consider the 
question of a starting-point for thig railway, the 
only references to the chief town in the electorate 
I represent have been of a very unimportant 
character. The great defect which marred the 
deliberationR of the Rail way Commission on thi" 
quetition is that they conducted their inquiries 
entirely on the basis that a border line was to be 
built, with the result that they practically 
ignored the claims of Dalby, of Y eulba, and of 
Roma. I would like the Committee to under­
stand this-which I believe to be a fact-that 
this line, which comes before us in the innocent 
and unpretentious form of a line towards Thane's 
Creek, is a line not merely to Thane's Creek or 
to Goondiwindi, but a line to run along ulti­
mately to St. George ; and this line will be made 
an argument and a lever for the construction of a 
line to Goondiwindi, and thence to St. George; 
and that line will be made an argument and a 
lever for the construction of the via 1·ecta. 

Mr. MACKINTOSH : Hear, hear! 
Mr. BELL: The hon. member for \V arwick 

dealt verv gingerly with the via recta. There 
have been occasions when the hem. member has 
waxed eloquent, whether in this House or out of 
it, on the virtues of the via recta, but the hon. 
gentleman was strangely silent on that point to­
night, and I think he strengthened his argument 
by refraining from touching upon it, for, un­
doubtedly, in the condition which Queensland is 
in to-day, whether financi»lly or in regard to the 
heavy demands there are for the construction of 
railwayR, I say that a member or a Government 
that would come down and propose a line such as 
the via recta-which will cost £1,023,000 if the 
line is carried to St. Gem·ge-I say that a Go­
vernment which made a proposition such as that, 
in view of the fact that a line of rail way could 
be built towards the same points for half 
that sum- I am speaking by the figures 
-I would find it difficult to bdieve that 
they would possess the confidence of this 
Chamber for any appreciable length of time. 
It may have been a desirable thing to talk about 
the merits and virtues of the via recta in pa'-t 
years, but to·day, as railway construction stands 
in this colony, I say that no Government would 
be prepared to come down to this Chamber with 
a proposal to build the via recta from Ipswich to 
Warwick, and carry that line to St. George at a 
cost of £1,023,000, when that line would not 
serve the colony one whit better than a line 
from Pittsworth, which would cost £500,000, or 
would he served by a line from Yeulba at a cost 
of infinitely less than half-a-million of money, 
and so the hon. gentleman showed a nice appre­
ciation of the ,,articnlnr feeling of the moment, 
when he refrained from dwelling upon the 1•ia 
recta, which would cost the country £1,023,000. 

lYir. KATES : I rise to a point of order. 
The CHAIHMAN: Order! What is the 

point of order ? 
Mr. KA Tl<:S : I should like to know if the 

question of the 11ia recta is before the Committee? 
l understand that it is a branch line from 
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Warw1ck to 'Thane's Creek-a distance of 24 
miles-that is before us, and not the ~·ia recta 
at all. 

The CHAIRMAN : I cannot say that the 
hon. member for Dalby is out of order. The 
via ncta has certainly some hearing on this ques­
tion, and I think the hon. member may fairly 
refer to it in discussion. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. BELL: I regret that the hon. member 

for Cunning ham should have made an extraordi­
nary intervention which can only be described 
as an inexplicable interruption. (Langhter.) 
I can quit~ well understand the member for 
Warwick refraining from emphasising the merits 
of the 11ia recta to-night, as he has done on 
former occaRions, because we ha\·e got into this 
condition in Queensland now, that the approval 
th'j-t h>ts been bestowed formerly upon the 1>ia 
rectct argument would not be re-echoed tn-day. 
Nevertheless, I am aware that if thi" House 
commits itself to this line towards Goondiwindi it 
is adding great strength to the claims of the snp­
porters of the 11ict recta. 

Mr. KEOGH: And we will have it yet. 
Mr. BELL: I therefore hope that that fact 

-will be borne in mind by those who are going to 
<vote this evening. I wish to call the attention 
-of the Committee to another aspect of this ques­
tion. This line towards Goondiwindi and this 
proposal ultimately to cnrry it towards St. Gem·ge 
is called a border line by the h<m. member for 
Warwick as well as by other members of this 
House, and probably other members who will 
follow me will dwellup<lD the importance to this 
colony of building this so-called border line, and 
they will dwell strongly upon the desirability of 
securing to Queensland the border trade. If 
thie proposal to build a border line is assented 
to, we shall unquestionably be introducing a 
new principle into the influences that induce 
as to build rail ways in Queensland. Hitherto 
every railway that has been built in Queenslanrl, 
and even the multitudinous railways that are 
now before this Parliament for consideration, are 
advocated on the grounds that they are going to 
help the settlers whom they reach ; that they 
will aid the producers of the particular district, 
and that, through them, they will be a benefit to 
the colony at large. I s>ty that nobody has 
attempted to put that argument forward for the 
border line. The argument that has been brought 
forward in favour of the construction of the 
border line is not that the settlers have got too few 
railways, but that they have got too many. We 
are told that if this line is not built at once New 
New South Wales, in half-a-dozen places, will 
bring her lines np to the border and !l'et the 
trade. \V ell, standing here as a member of this 
Parliament, I say I wish God-speed to New 
South Wales in her endeavour to carry her rail­
ways to the southern border of this colony to 
give the settlers along the southern border as 
much railway communication as they possibly 
can. I am not >tware that this line is to be built in 
the interest of the selectors. It is said that if this 
milway is not built along the border, the trnde 
will go to New South Wales and not come to 
BrisbanP. I say that I have yPt to learn that we 
build rail ways for the m<·rchants of Brisbane. I 
have not heard that in the railways we 
build we have in our minds more the 
port of emharkat.ion than the seat of produc­
tion. I have yet to learn that when we build 
railways, we are thinking less of the producer 
and more of the middle men; and when we are 
asked to commit ourselves to a railway that 
means an expenditure of over a million of money, 
in order to carry rail way communication to two 
places that !'lay be admirably served by a rail­
way that wrll cost only a third of that sum, I 
say we are being influenced, whether nncon-

sciously or not, by an impulse which finds 
its origin in mercantile circles and not in 
pure producing circles, and this Committee 
should understand that this border line is advo­
cated, not in the interests of the producers, but 
of the merchants of Brisbane. I wish well to the 
merchants of Brisbane as much as any man-I do 
not wish to say a word against the intervention 
they make in this matter, an intervention whieh 
arises from the d~sire to get as much of the 
trade of those distl'icts into thPir hands as they 
possibly can. While I wish them well in their 
businesses, I say it is not the duty of this House 
to vote large sums of money merely in order to 
benefit the merchants of Brisbane. It seems 
to me an extraordinflry thing, when we 
recollect that there are districts ;n Queensland 
sutf<ering for want of rail communication, when 
we recollect the communities that have been 
struggling for years in developing the !find on 
which they h'tve settled, and would develop 
them successfully if they had any communica­
tion-when we think of those communities 
scattered throughout the lancl, is it not extra­
ordinary to find n,ny body of persons coming down 
and saying, " We will neglect these people, we 
will put them off for a few years, and 
we will build a rail way in a part of the 
colony which has an abnndttnce of railway 
communication, because if that railway is not 
built the traffic will go somewhere else"? I 
cannot believe that if this Committee thoroughly 
realised that view of the ca'e they would consent 
to any propmal to construct that which is a 
middleman's line, and not a producer's line. 
Now, I do not think this is the time to go at any 
length into the merits of the rival starting points 
of the St. George Railway. I could say a great 
deal about the starting point of Dalby, and 
a great de~l about the starting point of Y enlba; 
and undoubtedly from the point of view of 
economy much can be said in favour of Yeulba. 
Bnt what I want to emphasise is that we cannot 
with any consistency fly in the face of the report 
which the Railway Commissioner has made on this 
rail way. The hon. memherfor \Varwick attempted 
to controvert the n,rguments of the Railway 
Commissioner. He said that he bad informa­
tion in his possession that was not evident in the 
crit.icisms he made in his report, and he said also 
that the Commissioner was not a practical rail­
way man. Now, in regard to the latter statement, 
I an1 very glad of the opportunity of stating­
because my r,,marks in regard to Mr. Gray on a 
recent occf1sion have not been of >tn exceptionally 
laudatory character-that I have a much higher 
opinion of the report of the Railway Commis­
sioner th:tn is apparently entertained by the hon. 
member for Warwick. I venture to say that 
Mr. Gray has put his best work in that report, 
ancl that it represents his opinion upon the best 
information that he has at his disposal, and if it 
was not nn WO! thy it was something very nearly 
approaching the unworthy when the bon. member 
f,>r \Varwick sug-gested that the Railway Com­
missioner had information in his possession which 
should have induced him to come to a conclusion 
other th>tn he has done in regard to one or two 
point, in his report. The member for ·warwick 
stated that the Commissioner was not a pr:1ctical 
rail way m"n. I say, for all the pnrposes of the 
re: ,ort that Mr. Gray has placed before ns, 
practical rail way ability was not wanted at all. 
\Vhat w"s wantPd was common sense, and 
a general knowledge of the commercial develop­
ment. of that part of the country, and Mr. Gray 
probahly possesses those qualifications as much as 
anybody-even as mnch as the hnn. member for 
\Varwick, although he is not able to say he 
has lived in the rlistrict n,s long as that 
hon. member. I say that no technical skill 
was necessary in preparing that report. All 



2140 Warwielc towards [ASSEMBLY.] Goondiwindi Railway. 

that was necessary was intelligence and com­
mon sense, which nobody denies that Mr. Gray 
possesses. I am reminded also by an hon. mem­
ber sitting near by me that Mr. Gray possesses a 
virtue which h of immense importance in such a 
controversy as this. He is ahsolntely disinterested, 
and the hon. member for Warwick will hardly lay 
claim to that distinction. Now, the hon. member 
for Warwick went on to say that although Mr. 
Gray, who he said was not a railway expert, was 
against this line to Thane's Creek, yet technical 
experts such as ::\Ir. Thallon and Mr. Lethem 
were in favour of it. At all events, he laid stress 
upon Mr. Stanley and l\Ir. Lethem being in 
favour of it. Now, why should men like 
Mr. Stanley and Mr. Thallon be in favour 
of this line? Why should they want to 
see the line rnn along the border? Because 
they are speaking from the standpoint of tech­
nical rail wa.y men and managers, and it goes 
som with Mr. Thallon especially to see Queens­
laud traffic going over the border, and being 
divertPd to the south. That is what is wrong 
with Mr. Thallon. He is thinking of the returns 
of his milways. He wants to get as much traffic 
on the lines as he can, but so far as the general 
policy of the country is concerned, and the 
general question of developing Queensland, and 
giving railway communication to other parts of 
the country, l\fr. Thall<>n is only concerned in an 
inferior degree. He finds him~elf face to face 
with the New South \Vales railway men. 
He is animated with the spirit of rivalry. 
He doe" not like to see Queen"laud pro­
duce runninrr over New South Wales rail­
ways, and he therefore says that this 
railway must be built. Bnt we in this House 
look at the matter from a very different stand­
point. \Vhat we want to see is !lot so much par­
~icnlar goods running over Queensland .. rail ways. 
Our object is not tra.ffic alone, as l\Ir. Thallon's 
is. Our concern is the men behind the rail ways, 
at thP- And of the railways, and along the rail­
way", the settlers whom we want to see provided 
with railway communication; and if the mother 
colony likes to come along and offer railway 
facilities to our settlers, I say again, God speed 

. her in her endeavour. Therefore I -·ay there is 
nnthim; in the argument of the hon. member for 
\V arwick that Mr. Thallon, a technical authority, 
is in favour of this border line, because Th1r. 
Th;t!lonlooksat the matter from the narrow stand­
point of the railway manager, and not from the 
broader stand[Joint that we in this House are 
bound to look at it from. I will refrain to-night 
-and the Committee will be gt"ateful to me, no 
doubt-from singing the praises of the alterna­
tive routes. I think the cause would probably 
not be greatly forwarded if I were to s:ty 
much on that quescion. I have said some­
thing of a negative value as to the merits of the 
border line, and it will be time enough to discuss 
the merits of particular localities when the proposal 
corneo before us to make an extension of this 
line, if it is ever built. I must, however, 
say this, and I say it certainly believ­
ing it to be true: that, of all the alter­
nar,ive routes, the one which will open up 
the country along its whole length in the 
greatest degree for close settlement, is un­
doubtedly the line from Dalhy. I can give 
ample proof of that when the time comes, 
hecause in my electorate of Dalby for a number 
of miles the railway would traverse cuuntry 
which is typical of the country which exists 
nearly all the way between lhlby and St. 
George. The whole of the land from Dalby to 
St. George is fit for close settlement, and I 
therefore have no hesitation in saying what Iha\'e 
done in rAg<ml to the Dalby route. I hardly think 
the nrl vocates of other routes cn,n say the same, 
not even the hon. member for \Varwick, unless a 

liability to be periodically flooded to an immeasur­
able depth, is an indication of a desirable route. 
In speaking the other night I expressed the 

opinion that I thought it wns highly 
[9·30 p.m.] desirable that we should go in for 

a system of brunch lines, and when 
giving evidence he fore the Rail way Commission 
at. Dalby I expressed the hope that Dalby,. as 
well as Warwick nnd other places on the Darhng 
Downs, should be centres from which branch 
lines should radiate. I can assure the hon. 
member for \Varwick that I desire to see \Var­
wick, as I desire to see Dalby, a centre from 
which these branch lines will radiate, for by that 
means the Downs will be greatly developed. 
Such branch lines will benefit \Varwick as well 
as Dalby, and in order to give some impetus to 
my advocacy of the system of branch lines, I 
shall move a slight amendment in the motion 
now before the Committee. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Let US have 
the discussion on the main question first. 

Mr. BELL : I intend to move, by way of 
amendment, that this line sh:tll only be built for 
15 miles, instead of going right on to Thnne s 
Creek, and if the Committee agree to my amend­
ment they will only be showing some respect to 
the opinion of the gentleman who occupies the 
position of Railway Commissioner. Now, I ask 
anv hon. member who has read the report of the 
Commissioner, whether he can support the pro­
posal of the Minister now before the Committee ? 
The other night the Minister for Railways rose 
up and extolled, the merits of Mr. Gray; but 
Mr. Gray has made a rPport as strongly condem­
natory of this line as any man could, and in the 
teeth of that the Minister comes down and pro­
poses that this line should be built. Mr. Gray 
says in his report-

! Fannot conscientiously say that the pro~pects of this 
extem1.ion arc encouraging, certainly not beyond the 
first 15 miles, and in this conneetion I think it my du' y 
to point out that for the first 10 miles the surveyed 
route l'Uns almost parallel with the line from 1'Varwiek 
to Brisbane. within an average distance of not more 
than 2 to 4 miles. 

Hon. A. S. COWLEY: That kills your amend­
ment. 

Mr. BELL: I admit that that is not in favour 
of my amendment; but I say that if that kills 
my amendment, it kills the whole line. I think 
the Committee should go slow in this matter, 
and we should agree to this line being built 
through good country, as the Commissioner 
recommends. I am IJot aware that anybody has 
admitted that Thane's Creek will be damaged if 
this line is not built to that district, or that the 
country will suffer if this line is built for only 15 
miles instead of going further on. If my amend­
ment is accepted it will be the means of saving 
a large sum of money to the country, and the 
town of Warwick will probably benefit to an 
equal degree. I am speaking not merely 0f War­
wick, but of the whole country. In moving my 
amendment, I do not neces9arily wish to imply 
that this or any other branch line will ~·ay at 
once; but I say that if this line is built right to 
Thane's Ureek, we will be going beyond a branch 
line; we shall be only committinrr ourselves to 
an extention to Goondiwindi. I also find that 
Mr. Gray says-

The Chief Engineer's estimate of the cost of the line 
from "\i\Tarwick to Goondiwindi is £3-16,000, and from 
l,ittsworth to the point north of Goondiwindi before 
referred to £220,000, or a difference of, say, £126,000 in 
favour of l'ittsworth. 

If my amendment is rejected it will mean that 
thi" Committee will he committing itself to an 
extension to Goondiwincli; bnt if it is accepted 
we shall be keeping within the limits of branch 
line construction. I move that after the words 
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"fourth day of December instant" the followino­
words be added:-" So far only as concerns th~ 
first fifteen miles." 

HoN. W. H. GROOM (Drnyton and Too­
woomba): I presume that any remarks that hon. 
members make on this amendment will not pre­
clude us speaking on the main question. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: No. 
HoN. W. H. GROOM: Fori would not like the 

rest of the debate to be confined to this amendment. 
In discussing this resolution to-night I do not 
think what happened in 1884, 188n, 'and 188G, 
when the same matter was before the House 
should be taken into consideration now. f 
very much regretted to he::tr the hon. member 
for \Varwick speak as he did of the action of an 
Acting President of the Legislative Council 
fifteen years ago. He referred to his action 
as the action of a Toowoomba man in what 
I ma~ call a derisive manner. 'l'hat hon. gentle­
man IS dead, and there is wisdom in the old 
Latin proverb, that we should say nothing of the 
dead but that which is good. \Ve have to deal 
with this question as it is now submitted to this 
Committee, and I am going to deal with the 
matter in that light. I commend the speech of 
the hon. member for \Varwick to hon. members, 
with the one exception that I have referred to 
because he was only doing his duty to his con: 
stituents, and if I were in his place I would 
take the same course. I hope it will be recog­
nised that whatever any hon. members have to 
say on this proposal, that they are only advo' 
eating what they believe to be for the benefit of 
the country. I claim to have as great an interest 
in the general proeperity of Queensland as any 
other member of this House, :"lnd I am prepared 
to take as broad a ground as the hon. member for 
Warwick has done. How does the matter stand 
now? As the hon. member for Warwick pointed 
out, after an interval of some years, different rival 
routes have presented them,elves to reach the 
town of St. George, and each has its ad vacates 
more or less warm. Twelve months ago the 
Government came down to this House with a 
proposal to establish a public works committee 
c•m,isting of members of both Houses of 
P:trliament, to whom railways like this would 
ha':e been referred in the first place, and 
thmr report would be brought before Parlia­
mP.nt. That was not accepted, and they 
them, after the prorogation of Parliament 
appointed 3: Royal Commission, consisting of fiv~ 
gentlemen m no way connected with politics, to 
report upon the rival routes and submit their 
repo~t ~o the House. ·what was the object of 
appomtmg that Royal Commission if theirrecom­
meudations are not to be carried out? This 
comm_ission was. appointed purely on the under­
standmg that It was apart from the rivalries 
between one side of the House and the other 
and between on A member and another to be ape/ 
fectly iu~epend~~t commission in n~ way con­
necter! with politics, and as such was to submit 
its report to the House and the country. 

Hon. E. B. FoRREST: Do you think they suc­
ceeded? 

HoN. W. H. GROOM: It is not my province 
to say whether they succeeded or whether they 
di•.l not, but ~ c~n only tell the hon. gentleman 
thm: that w1thm the last month or six weeks I 
have heard repeatedly that the majority must 
rule, and stringent measures have been taken 
here to see t~at the majority shall rule, and yet 
when the maJority of this commission bring up a 
certain report see how they are treated. 
MEMB~'Rs of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
HoN. W. H. GROOM: Why, their report is 

thrown into the waste paper basket, and they 
~re told almost in so many words that they are 
mcompetent to deal with the question, and the 

money spent upon the commission has been 
utterly wasted. That is how the matter stands, 
make what you like of it. I am not familiar 
with the Pittsworth route, as I have not been 
beyond the precincts of Pittsworth, and cannot 
speak of the country to the west of it ; but, as I 
said on previous <)Ccasions to my own con­
stituents, I am content to rely upon the evidence, 
report, and recommendations of the Royal Com­
mission. If their report is l}Ot to he acted upon, 
the appointment of that commission htts been an 
absolute farce, and nothing more. 

Hon. K B. J!'oRREST : So it was. 
HoN. vY. H. GROOM: If the recommenda­

tions of the commission are not to be accepted it 
certainly was a farce. I was waiting for the 
Secretary for Railways to give the Committee 
some information as to the ttmount of extra 
traffic that is going to be secured by the con­
struction of this railway. In 1865-and it is a 
long time ago-I voted for the extension of the 
railway from 'l'oowoomba to Warwick, and I 
voted afterwards for a subsequent extension from 
Warwick to W allangarra. I had great expecta­
tions, as we all had at the time, that the cnuntry 
would see some return for the large amount of 
money involved in the extension from Gowrie 
Junction to Wallangarra, but the sanguine 
expectations we formed upon that occasion have 
not been reali~ed. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Question ! 
HoN. W. H. GROOM: The hon. gentleman 

says "Question," but what are the facts? I now 
refer hon. members to the Commissioner's report 
for this year as laid before Parliament. He tells 
us that the line from Brisbane to Gowrie .Junction 
has cost the country over £2,000,000. That is 
allowing for our extravagances and our errors. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Is not that the line to 
Toowoomba also? 

Hon. E. B. FORREST: It goes through Too­
woomha, I think, doesn't it? 

HoN. W. H. GROOM: Yes, of cour;;e it doee. 
I say I am taking the line from Brisbane to 
Gowrie Junction, and I say it has cost the 
country, according to the Railway Commissioner, 
£2,700,000, and yet what is the re"1lt? N at­
withstanding all tha.t expense, notwithstanding 
all our errors in calculation- and a Minister of 
the Crown sitting where the Premier is now 
sitting assured this House and the country that 
the railwtty from Ipswich to Toowoomba wonld 
be built for £3,000 a mile, whereas it has actually 
cost about £8,000 a mile as far as Murphy's 
Creek, and £20,000 a mile from there to the top 
of the Main Range. ·while a Minister of the 
Crown deliberately stated from his place on the 
floor of this House that that line would coRt 
£3,000 a mile on the estimate of his engineer at 
the time, and notwithstanding all the errors that 
were made, Mr. Gray reports that the goods and 
passenger traffic on that line to Gowrie Junction 
has returned 4! per cent., after paying for 
expenses of working. 

The PREMIER: It gets the benefit of the whole 
of the traffic from \V allangarra, too. 

The Holi!E SECRETARY : Hear, hear ! 
HoN. W. H. GROOM: On the other hand, 

the traffic from Gowrie Junction to Wallangarra 
retnrns only £1 4s. 6cl. · 

The PREMIER: Yon fnrget that the Toowoomba 
line gets the benefit of that traffic. 

Mr. BELL: Have you the figures from Gowrie 
Junction westward? 

HoN. W. H. GROOM: No. 
Mr. BELL : They are better than for the 

Wallangarra line, with an infinitely worse train 
service. 

HoN. W. H. GROOM: As to the objection 
that the Gowrie Junction line to Brisbane gets 
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the benefit of the \V allangarra traffic, I am not 
in a position to doubt the accuracy of the state­
ment. 

The PREMIER: Of course it does, and of the 
Western line, too. 

HoN. \V. H. GROOM: I t.ake it that Mr. 
Gray in making the calculations has given each 
line credit for what it was entitled to. That is 
how any reasonable person would take it, and 
you have only to look at the returns from the 
various stations along the line to justify the 
statement. Why, the amount of agricultural 
produce that went along the line from Ipswich 
to Toowoomha is something astonishing, particu­
larly from Laidley, Grantham, Gatton, and 
Forest Hill. I am at a loss to understand 
where the traffic is to come from for this propnsed 
line. At the present time we allow 15 miles 
each way between Toowoomba and "\Varwick. 
Tlmt is, we run 5G,500 miles of railway every 
year at a train-mile cost of 4s. Gd. that we 
do not get ld. of return for as between 
Toowoomba and Warwick. Yet, notwithstand­
ing all these overtures, there is no increase in 
traffic. If hon. members examine the last census 
returns, they will find that the population in the 
country from Thane's Creek to Goondiwindi is 
so sparse t,hat the passenger traffic along that 
line would not pay for the grease on the wheels, 
and I believe that the census returns next year 
will reveal the same state of affairs. 

Hon. A. M ORGAN: The timber alone will pay. 
Mr. ANNEAR: The same statement was made 

about the line from Ipswich to Toowoomba­
that the receipts would not pay for the grease on 
the axles. 

HoN. W. H. GROOM: I think the hon. 
member for Maryborough is wrong in that state­
ment. I am quite familiar with the circum­
stances under which that line was built. The 
Secretary for Railways at that time-the Hon. 
Arthur Macalister-and the late Mr. Fitzgibbon, 
the engineer, stationed men on the ]\,fain Range, 
where there was a tollbar, and they took an 
a.ccnrate account of all the wool traffic, all the 
dray traffic, and all the passenger traffic, for 
nearly three weeks in order to ascertain what 
traffic was likely to pass over the line, and it was 
considered by Parliament that the returns were 
sufficiently satisfactory to jmtify the construction 
of the line. I never heard the statement of the 
hon. member for Maryborough before. 

Mr. ANNEAR: What did Mr. Watts say, and 
he was a Minister? 

HoN. W. H. GROOM: But that is beside the 
question altogether. 

The HoME SECRETARY: Even then the line did 
not pay for many years. 

HoN. W. H. GROOM: On Monday next we 
shall have completed forty years of our history as 
a separate colony, and I think we can now accu­
rately gauge where population is likely to be 
concentrated, and where trade is likely to go. I 
am one of those who do not believe in what is 
stated about the amount of border trade that we 
are losing, nor do I believe that l:y constructing 
this line WR shall take the border trade away 
from New South Wales. When I was in Sydney 
two months ago, I spoke to some of the 
leading busine's men, and they ridiculed the 
idea of Queensland being able to take away 
their border trade from them, and they put 
their views in a very practical form. They said, 
'Take, as an example, the Inverell district. It 

has been established now for nearly a hundrect 
years. The people there are intermarried with 
the Sydney people ; their business is conducted 
with Sydney firms; and their banking accounts 
and their station accounts and all their other 
busint>ss go to Sydney, and how do you think you 
are going to divert that trade into Queensland? 
It is an absurdity." 

Hon. E. B. FoRREST : \V e never dreamt of 
doing it, and there is no proposition that we 
should do it. 

HoN. \V. H. GROOM: I have read the 
speeches of the hon. member and of other mem­
bers of the Brisbane Chamber of Commerce, and 
the whole burden of their song is "\Vool, wool, 
wool, for Queensland ship> to take away !" 

Hon. E. B. FoRREST: Y es-Queensland wool. 
HoN. \V. H. GROOM: Queensland wool is 

coming here now. The hon. member for Balonne 
can speak from personal knowledge of what has 
happened since the construction of the Cnnna­
mulla Railway. 

Mr. STORY : It has stopped the border trade 
absolutely. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : That is due to the 
border tax. 

Mr. S1'0RY: There is no border tax on. 
HoN. W. H. GROOM: All the Queensland 

wool is now coming over the Cunnamulla rail­
way. I feel perfectly satisfied of the accuracy of 
what I am now stating, and I say that this 
border line will not bring the trade which so 
many wish for, and which they say exiets, be­
cause I do not think it does exist, and that all 
the trade that can come is coming now. I have 
seen eight or ten drays at a time coming to the 
railway station at Warwick from Gnondiwindi, 
while in the unfortunate townilhip of Cambooya, 
where people were induced to invest in allotments 
on the strength of the Goondiwindi trade, you 
can now get land almost for nothing, because 
cif the 15 miles which were allowed to get 
the wool taken to Warwick. Yet, in spite of 
all this, the returns we have show that the line 
all nlong to the border is not paying, and that the 
country is taxed to the extent probably of 
£100,000 a year to pay interest on the construc­
tion of that line, and now it is proposed to 
increase that loss still further by this extension. 
I base my action to-night upon the report of the 
Royal Commission, with whose appointment my 
constituents were perfectly sati,fied, and whose 
decision they were perfectly pr~pared to loyally 
abide by. But, at the present t1me, the Govern­
ment, for reasons best known to themselves, 
have thrown the report of that commission on 
one side, and, more than that, they have also 
thrown the report of the Commissioner for Rail­
waye to one side. 

Mr. BELL: A most stultifying action. 
HoN. \V. H. GROOM: I am going to speak 

my mind with regard to Mr. Gray. In him thP 
Government have got a faithful and conscientious 
officer. What possible object could he have in 
making a report to this Committee to block any 
particular railway? He is a pnblkofficer, and I 
take it for granted that his report was written 
under the guidance of the experts of his depart­
mAnt. 

Hon. E. B. FoR REST: He went against them. 
HoN. W. H. GROOM: I do not rely altogether 

upon the evidence even of Mr. Stanley, because 
I have a recollection of his stating, with regard 
to the via recta, that such was the mountainons 
nature of the country, and its ruggedness, that 
it would cost .£10,000 to form a roadway to 
enahle the navvies to get under the bridges to 
construct them. 

Hon. A. MoRGAN : 'Where did Mr. Stanley 
state that? 

HoN. W. H. GROOM: In one of the state· 
ments laid upon the table of the H<,use. 

The Ho~m 8ECRE1'ARY: \Vhat year was that? 
Hon. A. MoRGAN: I challenge you to produce 

any such statement. 
'l'he HOME SECRETARY: Hear, hear! So do I. 
Hon. R B. FoRRRST: Then we shall have 

something interesting. 
HoN. W. H. GROOM: I cannot lay my hand 

upon it. 
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Hon. A. MoRGAN: No, you cannot. 
The Hm!ll SECRETARY : Hear, hear ! 
HoN. W. H. GROOM: I have a distinct 

recollection of hearing the statement made in 
this House that Mr. Stanley stated that, owing 
to the mountainous and rugged character of the 
country along th.e via recta, it would cost some­
thing like £10,000 to make a road to let the navvies 
build the bridges. 

Hon. A. MoRGAN : I challenge that statement. 
Hon. K B. FoRREs·r : So do I. 
HoN. \V. H. GROOM: However, that is 

beside the question, so far as this line is con­
cerned. \Vith regard to Mr. Gray's report, I 
say that, having recently valued his services so 
highly as to give him an increase of £500 a year, 
to flout his report and take not the slightest 
notice of it, except to say that it has been 
framed with the object of blocking a particular 
railway, is not the way in which to treat a 
deserving public officer. If the reports are to be 
thrown as waste paper into the basket, where 

is it to end? On every ground on 
[10 p.m.] which we look at the question-

taking the report of the Royal Com­
mission, and taking also the report of Mr. Gray­
I say that the position is not answerable that the 
recommendation of the Railway Commissioner 
was a correct one and ought to be carried out. 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. I<'. G. 
Foxton, Carnrzrvon): Like the hon. member 
for \Varwick, I am inclined to feel that the 
memory of the hon. member who has just sat 
down has pLtyed him false in reference to the 
statements alleged by him to have been made by 
Mr. Stauley, and I should be glad if he could 
produce the document which he says exists in 
the records showing that he is correct. I shall 
then be prepared to admit that I have done him 
an injustice in this matter; but until then I, 
like the hon. member for \V arwick, challenge the 
statmnent, because I have a fair recollection of 
most of the matters that have taken place in 
connection with the question of the via ?'ecta, 
anrl I certainly do not remember any such state­
ment having emanated from the Chief Engineer. 
The hon. member laid considerable stress on the 
right of the majority to rule; and he asks, 
W'hy is majority rule not to obtain in regard to 
the proceedings of a Royal Commission appointed 
for the purpose of inquiring into the question of 
the proper route to he taken by the various lines 
submitted to them? I may tell the hon. member 
why. They were not appointed to rule ,w to 
decide anything. That Royal Commission was 
appointed to report, and it is for this House to 
decide whether the report is justified by the 
evidence and by the surrounding circumstances 
generally. I have yet to learn that any hon. 
member is prepared to stand up and argue, as 
the h<m. member has done by implication, that 
this House is bound by the findings of a Royal 
Commission. 

Hon. \V. H. GROOM : \Vhat is the use of 
appointing a commission? 

The HOME SECRF-TARY: Elucidation­
more light. To say that this House is to be 
bound by the findings and recommE•ndations 
of a Royal Commission is to state an absurdity 
which will not be supported ; and I cnmbat the 
idea entirely. I have had occasion, in connec­
tion with two Royal Commissions, to ignore a 
good many of the recommendations made. I 
found that other recommendations they made 
were entitled to very great respect, and I was able 
to act upon them. But to say that a Minister of 
the Urown or that the Government or this House 
must carry out the recommendations or behests 
of a Royal Commission is to say that we must 
abrogate the functions for the performance of 
which we are responsible to the Honse and to the 

country. We are very glad to have the informa­
tion collected and the recommendations made by 
this commission, but it is for this Honsfl to decide 
whether those recommendations should be carried 
out or not; otherwise there would be no nece,,sity 
for subuntting this motion. 

Mr. BowMAN: vVhy do you ignore the expert 
evidence? 

The HOME SECRETARY: As to expert 
evidence, I can point to the evidence of Mr. 
Stanley and Mr. Cross, Mr. Cnrnow, and Mr. 
Thallon. 

Mr. BowMAN: What about your Hail way 
Commissioner? 

The HOME SECRI<JTARY : I must protest 
against these interruptions. 

Mr. REID: Don't be severe because of an 
interiection. 

Th-e CHAIRMAN: The hon. member in pos­
session of the floor is entitled to speak withoub 
interruption, and I ask h<m. members to rdmin 
from interjecting. 

Mr. BowMAN: My interjection was pointed. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I hope the hon. 

member will keep w b"t he has to say until be 
gets up to speak. I don't think I have said 'my­
thing offensive, and I ask hon. members to allow 
me to say what I have to say on a matter of great 
importance to my constituents without unneces­
sary interruption. I can congratulate the Com­
mittee on the high tone of the debate and the 
ability of the speeches so far ; and though I fear 
that in point of ability what I have to say will 
fall very far short of the standard that has been 
maintained up to the present, I hope I shall not 
descend from the tone that has been maintained, 
at all events. I am in a peculiar position in 
regard to this railway. I think I may say that I 
am in a unique position. Almost all these rail­
ways are railways that are intended to supply 
my con,tituents with railway communication. 
Everybody is agreed as to where the rail way should 
go within certain limits, but the difficulty is 
that the people most interested are unable to 
decide where those railways are to start from. 
In the meantime my constituents are very much 
like the patient who is attended by doctors 
unable to agree. 'l'he patient is there waiting 
for the remedy, and has been waiting a great 
many years, but the doctors are unable to agree 
as to what particular remedy ought to be applied. 
The only wa.y this can be carried to a snccegsful 
issue, if this motion is not carried, is to com­
mence the railway at the other end, and, 
having commenced at Goondiwindi, let us 
say, work back to Inglewood, and then fight 
out the question as to where it ought to 
begin. That seems to be the only practical 
way, unless we are able to do it by means of 
the resolutions now before the Committee. 
I am in the somewhat peculiar position that 
whether this rail way goes from Roma, or Y enlba, 
or Dalby-which I take it are now ont of the 
reckoning--or from Pittsworth or from \Varwick, 
it is bound to dissatisfy portion of my constituents. 

Mr. BELT, : \Vhy is Dalby out of the reckoning? 
ThP HOME SECRETARY: I thought the 

hon. member for Dalby supplied all those argu­
ments ; but perhaps I misunderstood the hem. 
member. It all depends upon which part of the 
country you look at Goondiwindi from. \Vhat 
I desire to point out is this : According to the 
Railway Commissioner, according to the experts 
who were examined, and according to the Royal 
Commission, whether the line started from Pitts­
worth or Warwick, or from what point it starts, 
the point to which it will have to go will be 
Goondiwindi. If yon commence at Inglewood 
and constmct the 70 miles between Inglewood 
and Goondiwindi, you still have it open to come 
in with an extension of the line from Inglewood 
to \V arwick or Pit ts worth, as the case may be. I 
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desire to make it perfectly clear that it has now 
resolved itself into a question as to whether it 
shall start towards Inglewood as the common point 
from Warwick or Pittsworth, and go from 
Inglewood to Goondi windi. I say it is perfectly 
correct that it should go to Goondiwindi. New 
South Wales, as the hon. member for Warwick 
has pointed out, has brought her railway 
through the much dreaded flooded country to 
Moree, and that is about 60 miles from Goondi­
windi. Hon. members will remember that Goon­
diwindi is at the most northerly part of that bight 
which the Macintyre River makes in Queens­
laud-that is to say, the curve the Macintyre 
takes-and Moree is not fJrobably more than 35 
or 40 miles from the parallel oJ: latitude which 
principally forms our southern boundary, alchough 
it is some GO miles from Goondiwindi iteelf. The 
whole of the country lying in that bight, at the 
south of the Macintyre at Goondiwindi, so far 
as the Macintyre forms the boundary of the 
colony, is magnificent country. A great deal of 
the country around Goondiwindi is also splendid 
country. I venture to predict that as soon as 
railway communication goes to Goondiwindi the 
district on both sides of the river-that is to say, 
Queensland territory and New 8outh Wales 
territory, right as far as Inverell, will he one 
of the greatest wheat-},roducing districts in 
the whole of Australia. I say that advisedly, 
because I have seen wheat growing there, 'and 
it is taken 60 miles to be gristed at Inverell. 
They go right away to Inverell, which will be 
another terminus for another New South Wales 
railway in a short time. They take their wheat 
from Texas, and instead of taking it to Warwick, 
where there are also mills, they take it to Inverell 
to be grist<-d. It is a very significant fact that 
this wheat is of such a character that it com­
mands 3d. uer bushel more than the best wheat 
grown on the Darling Downs. 

Mr. BELL: After all, the great thing is that 
they get it gristed. 

The HOME SECRETARY: They get it 
gristed, but they have to carry it GO miles to a 
mill in New South Wales, and then bring it 
back for their own consumption. That is not a 
proper state of things. I say distinctly that the 
resourc,,s of that district are simply inexhaust­
ible. It has already given proof of what its 
cupabilitie• are, and it scarcely wants any advo­
cacy or any argument on my part to prove that a 
district which can produce wheat of such a char­
acter as will stand carriage for 120 miles before it 
gets back to the farm on which it was grown to he 
consumed should be given rail way communication. 
When the handicap of no railway communication 
is removed I venture to say where there are ten 
men in the district now there will be a thousand 
in a very few years. It is a most magnificent 
district, and if any hon. member will look at the 
map they will see where Inverell is situated. If 
we get our railway down to Inglewood we 
are within 80 or 90 miles of Inverell, but further 
west-that is, going nearer to the longitude of 
Moree. I ask hon. members to look at the 
map and see where this magnificent district 
of Inverell will have to draw its supplies from. 
Such produce as it sends away will have to 
tra.vel something like 100 miles north-west 
until it reaches Moree, and then it goes down by 
way of Narrabri, and by that means into New­
castle and 8ydney, going almost right round the 
compass, or describing three parts of a circle. 
By the construction of this line along our border 
we shall pr.tctically annex that magnificent dis­
trict lying to the north of Inverell. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: We do not want 
any New South 'Vales trade at fl,ll, 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not hold 
with that idea at all. I do not bold with the 
hon. member for Dalhy, who wished New South 

Wales God speed in taking Queensland trafuc to 
Sydney. I was under the impression that what 
we were strivmg for was increased trade and 
increased prosperity. Let not hon. members, 
no matter how ardent federationists they may 
be, as I am, think that after federation there 
will be no trade rivalry. The trade rivalry will 
be keener than ever after federation, for the 
simple reason that the barriers which now exist 
will be largely removed, and there will be greater 
scope for individual enterprisg, 

Mr. J ACKSON: Until the Federal Government 
take over the rarlways. 

The HOME RECRETARY: The hon. mem­
ber for Dalby mentioned the fact that Mr. 
Thallon, as a railway man, probably felt a certain 
amount of jealousy or rivalry in seeing Queens­
laud traffic going over New Ronth Wales lines. 
When Mr. Thallon speaks like that, does he not 
echo the sentiment of every Queensland er? I 
can see the hon. memberfor Dalby going straight 
away for Federal Parliament. Queensland is 
nothing with him now--it is Australia, and 
especially New 8outh W ale8. Before this session 
is over I shall expect to see the hon. member 
declaring whether Orange or Bombala is the 
proper place for the federal cat,ital. I think that 
QueE-nsland settlers should bring their trade t 
Queensland ; and if we can manage it hy any 
legitimate means, let us get the trade of New 
South Wales settlers as well. 

Mr. J ACKSON : Let the trade go to its natural 
port. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Quite so, but it 
is our duty not to allow them to continue to 
carry their produce hy bullock dmy, if we can 
upon any reasonable conditions substitute the 
very much better carriage afforded by railway 
communication. We have practically at our back 
door a large port.ion of the territory of New 
South Wales, which is absolutely of no benefit 
to us, or of very little benefit to us, and yet our 
capital goes right into the south-eastern corner 
of the colony. That is constantly thrown up as 
a reproach to us, and yet what do we find ? That 
New South Wales is competing for our traffic in 
the most north-easterly portion of her territory. 
That ought not to continue. 

A MEMBER of the Opposition : Is not this a 
waste of time? 

The HOME SECRl',TARY: The hon. mem­
ber must understand that this is a railway which 
is going to pass right through the centre of my 
constituency. I think I should be allowed to say 
something on the subject without being told that 
I am wasting time. If the hon. member does not 
care to listen to my remarks, he has a very excel­
lent remedy-he can go outside and refresh 
himself. 

Mr. HIGGS : Will you shout? 
The HOME SECRETARY: YPs, I will 

willingly shout to get rid of the hon. member. I 
referred in a previous part of my speech to the 
question of the t·ia recta. For son1e reason or 
other there apears to be an idea in the minds of 
some people that the via recta, or the direct 
route to ·warwick, is one which is under a cloud, 
and ought not to be talked about, and that the 
men who advocate it advocate a mere chimera. 
I hold a very different view on the subject. I 
quite agree with the hon. memher for Dalby 
when he said that in the condition of the colony 
to-day anybody who proposed the construction 
of the via recta woulrl not be listened to. I grant 
that, and I do not ad vacate the construction of 
that line to-day. But we are not building railways 
for to-day only. When we build a railway we 
build it for many generations to come, and are we 
not to look forward into the future and see what 
will be the conditions ten, fifteen, or twenty years 
hence, in order that we may till up a gap in a 
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complete scheme? VIe have had enough in this 
colony of patchwork, either in the matter of 
public buildings or railways. There should be a 
complete scheme, and any railway we build now 
should be built with a view to the state of affairs 
which will exist when that scheme is completed. 
:For that reason I hold that thi; line should 
start from Warwick as against .Pittsworth. I 
believe that an increase of prosperity will ensue 
in a few years after federation, and that 
our CPntres of population will grow very con­
siderably. That Sydney is growing there can 
be no doubt, and that Brisbane is growing 
at a rapid pace, notwithstanding the bad times, 
is also p~lpable to those who live here. ·with 
the increase of population in those centres, and 
in the intervening centre" which lie along the 
rail way connecting those two capit.als, anything 
which will facilitate the cartiage of mails, 
passengers, perishable goods, and what for want 
of a better designation I may call high-class 
goods, between the two capit.;ls is a matter 
which must force itself on attention. Whether 
they like it or not, and no matter what the 
responsibility may be, this matter must in the 
course of a few years force itself upon the atten­
tion of those who have the direction of affairs. 

Mr. DAWSON: The question of mileage is very 
important to a man who is sending his goods to 
market. 

The HOME SECRETARY: When the via 
recta is made the route from Goondiwindi to 
Brisbane by the via recta will be shorter than by 
any other route which can be mentioned. 

Mr. JACKSON: How many miles shorter? 
The HOME SECRETARY: We vary about 

that. There is the point 20 miles north of 
Goondiwindi, on the Weir ltiver, 

[10"30j1.m.] and for comparative purposes the 
commission take that a" the starting 

point for Brisbane, vie< Pittsworth. On the 
other hand, they take Goondiwindi, 20 miles 
south, as the point we have to get to; because 
that is the point where the New South Wales 
line from Moree will meet our line, and it is 
important that we should connect with their line 
at Goondiwindi. They cannot come across our 
border and build a line in our territory 20 miles 
to the north on the \Veir River. 

Mr. DAWSON: \Vhat about the distance if you 
construct the Drayton deviation? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am allowing 
for that, but I only want to point out that, 
allowing everything in favour of the Pittsworth 
route, it was only from this point of the Weir 
River that the starting point was. It is possible 
that I may have misunderstood, but that is the 
way I understood it, and I know the country 
pretty well. Now, the difficulty which my 
con,tituents feel in this matter is that at present 
the 'fexas traffic comes into Stanthorpe. Stan­
thorpe benefits to a very considerable extent in 
consequence of that Texas traffic, and Texas is 
a very thriving place. As hon. members know, 
it is where practically the whole of the tobacco 
crop of ~ueensland is grown, and where probably 
the best tobacco in Amtralia is produced. It is a 
very thriving and go-ahead place, and will 
be still more so when wheat is grown there to 
any large extent as the result of railway facili­
ties being provided. In Stanthorpe the people 
do n\lt view with very much favour the depriva­
tion of that Texas traffic, but I want to point 
out that it is quite immaterial whether this line 
is adopted or whether the Pittsworth line is 
adopted. Both will go to Inglewood; it is there 
where the Texas traffic will be tapped. I take 
it that it is now pretty generally admitted that, in 
order to secure the rich district which lies to the 
west of Texas and south of Goondiwindi, to say 
nothing of those districts themselves, it is neces­
sary that a border line ~hould be built, and that 

the starting point must be, in any case, Pitts­
worth or Warwick. So that it is no use anyone 
cavilling on that score, a\}d it is useless to rebel 
against the inevitable. Now, the Pittsworth 
line is undoubtedly one which has much to 
recommend it. I am speaking now of the 
extension from Pittsworth, and it is perfectly 
true, as has been stated here, that there is no 
finer land probably in Australia than is to be 
found round Pittsworth and westward as far as 
Mount Domville, but beyond that and into 
Inglewood the country for the most part is of 
a poor character, and very largely overrun with 
prickly year, which renders it almost worse than 
valueless. In that locality it grows to such a 
height as would astonish hem. members who 
have not seen it. I am sure I am not exaggera­
ting when I say that it grows in some places 
10, 12, and 14 feet hig-h in an impenetrable 
scrub for miles and miles. Of course there are 
creeks, such as Canning Creek and its tributaries, 
where there is good land, but I believe the dis­
trict can be excellently well served by an exten­
sion from Pittsworth to Millmeran and Do m villa, 
which would bring a railway within 10 miles 
of every settler along that route when it and the 
Warwick extension are completed, becanse g-oing 
further along, you immediately get into the neigh­
bourhood of Inglewood, where, if this line was 
constructed, there would be on that side also rail­
way communication. I firmly believe that a line 
cheaply made, like the line from Narrabri to 
Moree in New South Wales, could be constructed 
from Pittsworth going south-west to Mount 
Domville, which would pay well and serve all the 
purposes of the people in the district. 

Mr. KATES: Nearly the whole of that land 
belongs to one man-90,000 acres. 

Mr. J ACKSON : There are plenty of small 
farn1ers, too. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I do not deny 
that it has th'tt disadvantage. 'L'here is certainly 
one very large estate through which such a line 
would pass. 

Hon. \V. H. Gnomr: The same with the 
present Pittsworth line, which for 8 miles goes 
thr;mgh Eton Vale. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Quite so. You 
cannot avoid that, and until we get some sort of 
betterment system under which these estates will 
have to yield up some of the unearned increment 
created hy the construction of rail ways, we shall 
have to pursue the present system. Of course 
we have a remedy now in the purchase of the 
estate, and the line would not then he con­
structed until the estate became the property of 
the Crown. That might be a good way of gettii1g 
over the difficulty. The hon. member for Too­
woomba has said that he voted for the extension 
of the line from Gowrie Junction to Warwiek 
and from Warwick to Wallangarra, and he drew 
a marked distinction between the earnings 
of the line from Gowrie Junction to Bris­
bane and from Gowrie Junction to W allangarra. 
He quoted the Commissioner's figures. As 
pointed out by the Premier and myself, the 
traffic which creates this £1 4;. 6d. per cent.­
that traffic almost to a pound and to an indi­
vidual-passes over the Gowrie to Brisbane line, 
and it helps to create the 4 per cent. which that 
line pays. Then there is another way of looking 
at the construction of a line of this sort. Does 
the hon. member mean to imply that that line 
should never have been built, because it doe" not 
pay more than £1 4s. 6d. per cent. ? 

Hon. W. H. GROOM: No. I do not say that. 
The HOME SECRETARY : From his 

remarks, the hon. member seems to have 
regretted that he voted for that line, but I say 
that he never did a better day's work in his life 
than when he voted for the extensions to 
Warwick and Wallangarra. Compare, from a 
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business point of view, Queensland, and more 
particularly Brisbane now, when we have rapid 
mail communication, and so forth, with the 
southern colonies, with the position it was in 
before we had this railway communication. 
:Even the indirect benefits to Queensland are so 
great that it cannot be contended that this 
main line would not have been of enormons 
]Jenefit to this colony, if it never paid ld. 
mterest. I trust that this matter will be no 
lon~;er delayed-I am speaking now of the lintl to 
Goondiwindi. In order to keep our border traffic 
we have no time to lose ; we have already 
lost too many yrars on this matter. A 
great deal of the border trade that should 
help to tllake Brisbane, and, by reflex action, 
make Queensland greater and more prosperous, 
is going away from us. The trade in districts 
that are really at our ow? back door is also going 
away from us, whPreas 1t should come towards 
Brisbane. From our geographical position, we 
should annex the trade from the lUchmond, the 
Twee~, and the l'.Iacintyre, and after federation 
there m no reason why the trade right from Glen 
Innes should not come this way. Therefore, I 
trust that hon. members will adopt this re"•lu­
tion, and allow these districts wbich are crying 
out for railway communication-districts which 
are exceedingly rich-to enjoy the same advan­
tages which are enjoyed by settlers in other dis­
tricts where there is railway commnnication. 

HoN. W. H. GROOM: i: jnst rise to put my­
self right with regard to what I said concerning 
Mr. Stanley. I find I was wrong in saying that 
Mr. Stanley made the Rtatement I mentioned. 
I see, on referring to Hctnsa1·d of the 20th 
October, 1865, that a gentleman was charged 
with writing a certain letter the morning when 
the debate was going on, and it was stated that 
he was bribed tu write that letter. But I am 
certain that the statements in that letter were 
:malogous to what I have stated. 

Hon. E. B. FoRREST : vVho wrote the letter? 
HoN. vV. H. GROOM: I won't mention the 

name of the writer. I simply take the earliest 
opportunity of saying that Mr. Stanley did not 
make the statement I have referred to. 

Mr. J ACKSON (Kennedy): I would not have 
risen to make any remarks on this resolution, 
had it not been that I had heard it said outside 
-in the lobbies-that hon. members on this side 
are making this matter a party question. I think 
it is very proper that that statement should be 
contradicted. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: You don't say that I 
said that? 

Mr. JACKSON: No, but an hon. member 
told me a little while ago that hon. members on 
this side were making this matter a party 
question. I think tha.t the hon. members wh'o 
have debated thi~ question are more or less 
interested in tJhis line-that is, the extension 
towards St. George or Goondiwindi, from some 
point on the main line, either from vV arwick, 
Y eulba, or Pittsworth; but I can claim that I 
approach this question from a di.-interested 
stand point. I am not interested in this line ; I 
form my own cnnclusior,s concerning the route 
from the reports of the Rail way Commissioner 
and of the Roval Commission. 

The HoME s~;CRE'rAHY : I am being torn in all 
directions. I am disinterested. 

Mr. J ACKSON: I think the Home Secretary 
is interested in this way : That if the line goes 
from Warwick. it will suit his constituents 
better than if it were to start from Pittsworth. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: I have said both those 
routes will do that The Texas traffic will be 
tapped :1t [nglewood. 

Mr. JACKSON: I am not sufficiently well 
acquainted with those districts to say whether it 
will or not. 

The HoME SEmn;TARY : It is only 26 miles 
from Texas to Inglewood. 

Mr. J ACKSON : I form my own conclusion 
on the evidence, and I say that this line should 
be built from Pittsworth, and not from Warwick. 
A great deal of capital ha' been made out of the 
!act that there is a feeling of opposition on the 
part of some hon. members, such as the hon. 
member for Drayton and Toowoomba, n.ncl the 
hon. member for Dalhy, that we will not get the 
border traffic by this route; but I contend that 
we will get that traffic by the Pittsworth line 
just as well as by the Warwick route. There is 
no doubt that the line from Pittsworth will go 
through some of the finest land we have in tbe 
colony. I had the privilege of visiting th>tt dis­
trict with the late l\Ir. Bymes shortly before he 
died. 

'l'he HolllE SECI\E1'ARY: I was there. 
Mr. J ACKSON: Yes. And I saw that that 

district comprised some very magnificent country, 
which is very cltmely settled. I know there is a 
large estate owned by the Gores at Y andilla, 
which would be largely benefited by the con­
struction of this line from Pittsworth, but 
private people generally derive benefits from 
railway construction, so I do not think that 
matter should b~ considered. I think the Hon1e 
Secretary touched the crux of the whole question 
when he said that we are really dealing with the 
question of the vin 1'cctn. The hon. member for 
\Varwick said that Mr. Thallon, Mr. Stanley, 
and Mr Lethem were strongly in favour of the 
line starting from \V arwick ; but that is because 
they expect that the via 1·ecta will be made some 
time, principally for military reasons, I believe. 
In order to be able to make np our minds we 
should be in a position to decide whether the 
~·ia recta should be made. But we have no con, 
elusive evidence as to whether it should be made, 
but Mr. Gray in his report speaks of it as an 
expensivA luxury which we cannot afford to 
make. It is evidently a long way ahead before 
that line will be built. I would point out that 
although hon. members speak of the extension 
from Pittsworth as touching a point 20 miles 
north of Goondiwindi, the map supplied shows 
that it goes through Goondiwindi. There is 
evidently some diGcrepancy somewhere. The 
fignres given by the Royal Commission only 
show a difference uf some 4 miles, even suppos­
ing the via recta should be made, and allowing 
for the Drayton deviation on the Pittswurth 
line, and in the face of the figures I should 
certainly contend for the line t•ia Pittswortb. If 
the Pittsworth line is adopted, I think there 
need be nothing inconsistent in the proposal to 
build the via recta at some future time, if it is 
found to be desirable to do so, for the traffic 
from Warwick to the border, and on to Syrlney. 
Taking the Commissioner's report, and the report 
of the Royal Commission, with the evidence 
they have submitted, and which I have gone 
through, I cannot comcientiousiy vote for this 
extension from vVarwick. It may be argncd 
that this is a branch line, and not a line towards 
St. George, to tap the border traffic, and if that 
is the position it should be distinctly stated. I 
do not deny that it will tap the border traffic, but 
the Pittsworth line will also tap the border 
traffic, and will go through 20 or 30 miles of 
magnificent country, a great deal of which is 
closely settled. I think the preference shonld 
be given to that line, and the Government are 
making a mistake in introducing this proposal. 
During the visit I made to this conntry with the 
late Mr. Byrnes, I know that scores, if not hnn­
dreds, of selectors were most anxious for railway 
construction there, and from what I saw on that 
visit I am certain a railway through that district 
would pay and would lead to the settlement of 
a great deal of land now used fur grazi11g. I 
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am sorry I cannot support the Government pro­
posal. 1 suppose it will be carried, but at the 
same time I believe it is a rnislake. 

The PREMIER: We seem to ha\'e got into a 
tangle about this war of routes, and I think we 
are trying to settle too many districts with the 
one line. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBEHS : Hear, hear 
The PREMIER : My own opinion is that this 

line should not go beyond Goondiwindi, and that 
St. George should be tapped eitherfrom Dalby or 
Yeulba. 

Mr. BELL : Hear, !war ! 
The PREMIER : To build those two lines 

would not, I think, cost any more than the line 
from vVarwick, and it would certainly give the 
St. George people a railway, perhaps, five or six 
years eadier than they will otherwise get it. 

HONOURABLE lYIEMBEHS : Hear, hear ! 
The PUEMIER: I at one time thought the 

Pittsworth route was the proper route for this 
line ; but reading the evidence, JYir. Gray's 
report, and the Royal Commission's report I am 
inclined to think now thab \Varwick is the 
proper place to start from, and I will go 
further, and say that it might be even more 
desirable to go from Stanthorpe. You would 
then get a lot of traffic that neither the 
Pittsworth nor the Warwick line would get. 
There is a great deal of mineral country in 
that direction, and there is a very pros perons 
silver and lead mine at Texas called the Si! ver 
Spur. There is a large goldfield there, and these 
mineral fields would be developed by railway 
communication. Thane's Creek itself is a gold­
field, and there are a great many shafts there 
thongh they are not deep shafts. Then along 
Macintyre, about Goondiwindi, Inglewood, and 
Texas there is a lot of excellent agricultural land 
and a lot of good wheat land. The line from Pitts­
worth would not tap that as well as the line 
from Warwick. Though it would tap the land 
at Inglewood it would not tap the land the 
vVarwick line would tap. 

Mr. JACKSON: It would not tap the Texas 
country. 

The PREMIEU: Not to the same extent. 
Another point is that most of that land is now in 
the hands of the Government, while you must 
remember that the Pittsworth line goes through 
a freehold of 90,000 acres; and I maintain that 
in bringing down plans for that line we should, 
at the same time, bring down a proposal to pur­
chase the land. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBEHS: Hear, hear! 
The PREMIER : Because, if we build the 

line first, we add £2 or £3 an acre to the price of 
that land. One of the conditions for the con­
struction of that line for 25 miles from Pitts­
worth should be an offer of that land at a 
reasonable price. 

Mr. GLASSEY : Suppose they attach a prospec· 
tive value to it. 

The PREMIER: Then they should not have 
the line. If we cannot get the land at a fair 
value they should not hu ve the line. I admit 
that there are a numbAr of small settlers along 
the Pittsworth line, but there are n number along 
this line nlso, and at the present time I think 
there is more land under cultivation and 
more settlers on the line between War­
wick and Thane's Creek, because it would go 
through the whole of the Toolburra country, 
which is all good land and all Hettled. We 
have now for fifteen years been considering the 
desirnbility of . building a line to the border. 
If we do not pa•s this resolution it will be 

another year further away, and we 
[11 p.m.] must remember that by then there 

will probably be an interstate com­
mission est~~>blished, and we may have some 

trouble in building this border line. If we build 
a line to Goondiwindi the trade of that district 
is nearer Brisbane than Sydney. I do not think 
this line should be built in the interests of Pitts­
worth, Toowoomba, ,,r Warwick. \Ve should 
build it in the interests of the people there, and 
I believe that the people of Goondiwindi, Texas, 
Inglewood, and that portion of the colony would 
be better served by the southern line than by one 
coming from the north. Those are the main 
reasons which influenced the Government in 
bringing forward this motion. It iR a serious thing 
to propose a line in the face of a Royal Commis­
sion and of the Railway Commissioner; and, 
nCJtwithstanding what has been said about Mr. 
Gray, I maintain that that gentleman is a 
thoroughly good business man, and a man who 
understands his business well ; but I do not 
think he has sufficiently thought out the busi­
ne's to be got from that ]JOrtion of the colony. 
\Ye want to make our railways pay, even if we 
get trade from New South \Vales. That colony 
does not he•itate to tap our country further \V est, 
and if we can at the same time serve our own 
people, we should not hesitate to take trade from 
New South Wales. I intend to vote for the Dray­
ton deviation whenitcomeson, but that line should 
be discussed quite apart from this pro]JOS<tl. I 
hope the Committee will soon come to a decision 
on this matter, b cause I should like to see the 
other lines passed to-night, as they are both 
important. vVe have had a good discussion on 
this line, and we have had excellent speeches. I 
think the House has gained as much by the 
speech of the hon. member for \V arwi~k as if he 
had been in the chair, as it is not often we are 
able to get the benefit of his assistance in debate. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I shall not 
detain the House for long; but, as some sixteen 
yf:ars ago I had the honour of framing the rail­
way estimates for the construction of this line, 
or, at any rate, for its initiation, I hardly ltke 
to let the debate close without saying a few words. 
Looking back upon that time, I have always con­
sidered it a misfortune to the colony that the line, 
through some mischance, failed to be adopted in 
another piace. I believe that it would have 
tended very largely to conserve not only the 
tr;ode of Queensland within its own territory, 
but would have attracted the trade of the north en 
portion of the mother colony. Through the 
absence oft his line, what do wa see? Why, that 
theN ew South \Vales railways have, in the shape 
of a fan, been gradually creepinguptoourSouthern 
border, and now, at six objective points, they 
filch to a very large extent the trade which 
belongs to Queensland, and take it down to the 
superior ports ,,f New South Wales. 

Mr. HARDACHE: I thought you were a fede­
ralist. 

The CHIEI<' SECHETARY: I am a fede­
ralist, and I do not violate the principle of 
federation whatever by endeavouring to secure to 
each SL>~te the trade that belongs naturally to it. 
In th>tt light, without. any desire to injure the 
rights of New South Wales, I am very sorry to 
see that, thrnugh difficulties in arriving at some 
common conclusion amongst hon. members, there 
is a probability of this line being 'till further 
delayed. I am very glad to see the line now 
brought forward, and I am not at all afraid to 
express my opinion--which has remained 
unaltered during the past sixteen years­
that we want a national border line or fence 
for the purpose of maintaining the trade of the 
colony within our own territory. When we discuss 
rail ways, we talk of them as if they were for all 
time to be the sole lines of communication or 
avenues of trade, but I think that with the 
development of this great country, and with its 
increased population, the few lines of rail way 
which we now possess will be very largely 
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increased, and that the ambitions of hon. mem­
bers, who desire to see the southern border 
tapped by line" from Dalby, from Y eulba, and 
even from Homa, may perhaps be gr:ttified in 
the future. But in the me>Lntime, what we 
should largely consider is how we can protect 
the trade of our colony from the fan-like con­
struction of lines in New South Wales which 
»re approaching our territory, a,nd the true 
plan to protect our trade is by cutting 
those lines at right angles, so as to prevent 
the trade of this colony leaking out to the south 
through these different routes which are being 
constrncted by New South Walee. I lnok upon 
this line by no means in the light of a line 
merely to provide for ag-ricultural settlement. 
I believe that that section which is now sub­
mitted to the Committee, contains some remark­
ably good agricultural land, because I have read 
the report.; of the railway surveyors, and from 
them I understand that as far as Goondiwindi 
there is a very large extent of really good land. 
T!1e same undoubtedly may he said for the 
P1ttsworth route as far as Mount Domville. 
There is excellent land there, but it is all con­
tained in a large freehold belonging to one 
firm, and when you get south-west from 
l\Iount Dom ville, according to the reports 
of Mr. Surveyor Lethen and other surveyors, 
you enter upon an expanse of country that 
is completely ruined by prickly pear an :l other 
noxious weeds, while the land itself is much of 
the same character as a portion of the country 
beyond Gnondiwindi, and is liable to inundation. 
Beyond Mount Domville the land is unfit for 
permanent settlement, although I have no hesita­
tion in saying- that there is a justification for 
opening up Gnat large and vahmble tract of 
eoun~ry beyond Pittswurth by an extension of 
the hne, and I have not the slightest hesitation 
in saying that my honourable colleague in due 
time will consider that matter. I know that 
when I was in the Railway Department I got 
surveys and information which justified me in 
believing that an extension of th" line from 
Pittsworth, on its own merits, deserves the con­
sideration of this House. Of course the objection 
is made that we ate opening up private property. 
In connection with that project, tha view ex­
presseu hy the Premier is well worthy of con­
sideration-to acquire a large extent of freehold 
anu extra railway communication for the purpose 
of settlement. But that railway is in an entirely 
dif!erent category from the present one, the 
bmlding of which I look upon as distinctly a 
matter of State policy-although between Ingle­
wood and Goondiwindi there is as good land as 
any to be found in the colony, with the exception 
verhaps of picked portions of the Darling Downs. 
Its main object is to prevent our trade from 
being tapped by the extensions from New South 
\Vales. I have always taken a very deep intemst 
in ~his line. I have viewed it as occupying a 
posrtion pe1" se as one of national importance, and 
have always regretted that hon. gentlemen repre­
senting the Darling Down•, and others, con­
sidered it their duty to interfere with what I 
conceive to be the best interests of the colony 
in connection with this line. I do not deprecate 
extensions south from Yeulba, Roma, or Dalby, 
but I do say that a line going due south and 
tappinll: the border at one particular point, such 
as St. Georg;e, would not have the same protect­
ing influence as a line running parallel with the 
border. At present we are merely talking about 
the extension to Goondiwindi. Its further exten­
sion westward is a matter for the future. With 
the exception of the ban. member for Drayton 
and T~owoomb_a, I _ha ye had the advantage of a 
larger mterest m thrs ]me than perhaps any other 
~ember of the House ; and since 1884, when the 
line was lost by a mere accident in the Upper 

House-through the absence of one member-! 
have regretted that serions mischance and gn•at 
loss to the country. I believe that if the line had 
been carried out at that time we should recognise 
the benefit of its construction to a fuller extent 
than we do at the present time. I sincerely hope 
hon. members will enable this portion of the line 
to be constructed. It will be for after sessions to 
decide how mnch further it shall be extended. 

Mr. STORY : How br west would you suggest­
Thargomindah? 

'fhe CHIKI<' SECRETARY: I have always 
considered that th0 proper route would be from 
Goondiwindi to a point midway between ::lt. 
George and Dirranbandi, but that is a mere 
individual opinion. I am not so conceited as to 
say that a better objective point cannot be 
determined. But in the meantime there can be 
no objection to its being extended as far as 
Goondiwindi. Of course, Mr. Gray's reports are 
alwa;17s deserving of very serious considemtion, 
and rf this line were merely for thA purpose of 
encouraging eettlement, his report would have 
great weight. But, as I said, this is a matter of 
State policy rather than one for developing fresh 
country or promoting settlement, and on that 
ground I unhesitatingly affirm that the construc­
tion of this line would conserve onr trade and 
advance the best interests of the colony. 

Mr. STORY (Balonne): When this discussion 
commenced, the idea was that a line should be 
built from Warwick to Thane's Creek, some 21 
miles and 18 chains. I was under the impression 
that we should discuss the motion from th»t 
point of view, but since the hon. member for 
Warwick spoke the discussion has been lifted out 
of that plane, and we were given to understand 
that the border line was under discussion. The 
border line, as far as the W ar·wick people are 
concerned, is an argument for the via 1·ecta. As 
for protecting the trade of the border, or help­
ing it in any way, it cannot possibly have the 
slightest effect. When I asked the Chief Secre­
tary just now how far \Vest he would run the 
border line to protect the border trade, be said to 
a point between St. George and Dirranbandi. I 
would like to know how a line between 40 and 50 
miles from the border is going to protect our 
border trade? The position of the border fence 
has nothing to do with the question. It is the 
position of the woolsheds that produce the 
material tJ,at is sent on the railway. Local 
knowledge teaches me that the most valuable 
part of the trade to be protected would be 
south of the projected line and nearer the 
New South Wales terminus at Mungindi. 
I need only mention one illustration to prove 
that. There is a line of 120 miles from Charle­
vil!e to Cunnamulla. Cunnamulla is 80 miles 
from the border. Bourke, theN ew Suuth \V ales 
terminus, is also 80 miles from the border. If 
the position was as those inexperienced gentle­
men maintain it is, Bourke would have had 
exactly the same attraction to our south-western 
trade in the locality as Cunnamulla. But what 
has been the result? The woolsheds that supply 
the material for the carriage on the railway-the 
larger sheds at Thurulg;oonia, Tinnenbura, and 
others-are 40 or 50 miles from Cunnamulla and 
about 120 miles from Bourke terminus, and so 
the extension from Uharleville to Cunnamulla 
has absolutely stopped the border traffic in that 
district. Though the border itself, which only 
consists of a wire-netting f8nce, is half-way 
between Cunnamulla and Bourke, Cunna­
mulla has secured the whole of the trade by 
that extension from Charleville. In 1895 there 
was £146,000 worth of Queensland produce went 
across the border to Bourke, and was carrier! 
over the New South Wales railways; in 1898 
there was not one single sixpence worth went 
across, so the whole of that immense amount of 
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trade was secured to Cunnamulla, was carried 
over our railways to Brisbane, was handled by 
Brisbane merchants, and the whole of the stores 
for the same district went from Brisbane, and the 
trade is now entirely Qneensland and Brisbane 
trade. This line towards St. Gc-orge is a border 
line only in the imagination of men who have no 
local experience. The line would not be a border 
line so far as the protection of our traffic is con­
cerned, because it will be too far from the b<>rder. 
The hon. member for \Varwick quoted Mr. 
Thallon as to the proper starting point for the 
Warwick-St. George railway-

Do you consider it would be in thu interests of the 
uoluny to cou.struet the burLier line from 'Varwick to 
St. George? Yes, in the be<~t interests of the colony. 

JI.Ir. Thallon, a most experienced man, says that 
a border line going from \Varwick to St. George 
is in the best interests of the colony, though 8t. 
George is nearly 90 miles from the border. What 
sort of a lin8 is that to pr<>tect our border tradc>? 
On page 11, at question 160, it will be f,mnd that 
JHr. Curnow was asking the hon. member for 
\Varwick his opinion. He had already quoted 
the opinion of l\1r. 'l'hallon-

no I nnder.sta.nd you to advocate that the line should 
terminateu.t Dirranbandi? ltoughly,at Dirranbandi, as a 
centre. 

And not St. George? :Xo; St. George is too far north 
from the border. 
He quotes m one breath the eVIdence of Mr. 
Tballon, and calls it a border line, and he 
immediately afterwards s:tys it should not go to 
St. George, becau'e St. Georg-e is too far from 
the border, and he suggests that it should 
go to l'irranbandi, which is about 50 miles 
from the border. There is the mistake which 
those gentlemen without local knew ledge always 
make. They talk about a border railway which 
under no circumstances could protect the trade 
of the border. There has been an assertion 
which shows an equal want of knowledge of the 
conditions of the country, that the New South 
\Vales people, it1 order to secure the trade of 
South-western Queensland, are going to extend 
their line north from Bourke, Jl.ioree, Byrock, 
andBrewarrina. If those hon. members only !mew 
the settlement from Moree to Mung-indi, they 
would know that the New South \Vales people 
are amply justified in running their lines to the 
border even if there was no Qt1eensland settlement; 
because the settlement frorn Mungindi to JYloree 
nhsolntely reduces our settlement from St. 
George to Mungindi to an absurdity. The whole 
of the country there is settl8d closely, and it is 
very rich pastoral country all the way down. 
Is it to be supposed for a moment that because 
we build a border line they are going- to E-top 
building their lines to secure their own traffic? 
Does anyone suppose they are so simple that 
directly this line of 24 miles from \Varwick is 
passed it will stag-ger them, and they will slop 
the construction of their lines north? Nothing 
nf the kind. If they never got one bale of wool 
from Queensland, their settlement on their own 
country quite justifies them in extending their 
lines to the border: and when they build th•cm 
to the border, unless we build a line along 
the border fence, a certain amount of our 
trade will leak to New South \Vales, and nothing 
we can do will prevent it. The Minister for 
Railways has been in that country, and he 
recognises that n<> railway that could possibly 
he built will stop some of our t1·ade leaking into 
New South Wales. vVere we divided from New 
South \Vales by immense rivers and chains of 
mountains it would be a reasonable thing to 
build such a railway as is sug-gested in order to 
gHt our border traffic; but seeing that the colo­
nies are only divided by a wire-netting fence, is 
it possible that any line, unless it is a line right 
along the fen~e, will keep the whole of our trade? 

UJ00-7L 

I am certain that it will not. Another thing 
we must make np our minds to, is the fact 
that as certain as the New S,Juth Wales line"' 
come to the border, they will be certain to 
t:tke a certain amount of our traffic. In one of 
the last papers published in Cunnamulla there 
i,,, the account of a meeting, at which one of the 
leading merchants there, who has been there for 
a great many years, and who was speaking in 
sight of the Cunnamulla terminus, said tllat 
when the gap beLween Cunnamulla and Bonrke 
was bridged with steel rails, which he expected 
would be within three years-which I don't 
believe, nevertheless-he sai<l that the South­
west tmde would naturally go to Bourk~ ; and 
although it may not actually go from Cunua­
mulla, it will go from the south of Cunrm­
mulla. When federation is in operation, and 
tbiJre are no border taxes or obstructions 
put in the way of peo)Jle getting to the 
mark< t they wish to deal with, a c.ertain 
amount of our trade will go to New South 
Wttles; and, considering the enormous territory 
we have, it eeems to me rather a pity that we 
should make such a great fight on account of the 
little amount of traffic that will be leaking ovflr 
the border-because we shall control the larger 
portion, and New Soulh \Vales will g-et some. 
vVbere the couditions seem to be reversed, we 
shall get some of the traffic from New South 
\V ales. \V e expect to get some from the Tweed 
River, for instance. The Hnme Secretary 
expects to g-et trade from In verell-some part of 
it. It will be a matter of convenience to the 
people according as they live on one side or 
the other of the border fence. There is no 
arrano-ement that we can make that will force 

~ people to send their goc<ds to, or get 
[11·30p.m.] these goods from anywhere, except 

where it suits them. If the bt<rder 
railway is built to Goondiwindi-altbough that 
is not suggested in the Bill that is before us 
now-and it stops there, the Queensland Go­
vernment will have done as much as they should 
do towards protecting the border trade. In 
giving that protection, they will have gone 
almost to the extreme verge of their good 
country. A few miles beyond Goondiwindi it 
gets bad, and when,you cross into Dirranbandi 
it gets into freehold land, where no settlement 
can eventuate for a number of years. The 
Premier hit the right nail on the head when be 
said we have been trying to do too much with 
one line. That is an assertion, I take it, that 
this line will not go beyond Goondiwindi--tbat 
there is no contemplation of it going beyond 
there; and the South-western part of Queensland 
-the Se. George district-will be reached frnm a 
point on the Cl>arle' ille line, either from Yeulba 
or Dalby. I will support this line, but it is only 
on that understanding that I will do so. I take 
that as an assertion from the Premier that at 
any rate this vexell question is settled. 

Mr. HARDACRE: vVill not this determine the 
future extension of it? 

Mr. STORY: I trust not. The Premier said 
it was not contemplated taking the line beyond 
Goondiwindi, and he thought St. George should 
be reached by a feeder from Y eulba or Dalby. If 
I thought this line would be extended heyt.ud 
Goondi windi, to try and secure the border trade 
in that most absurd way, by extending it for 40 
or IJO miles through poor country, leaving the 
whole of the best country s<>nth of the railway 
at the mercy of New South vVales, I would give 
my vote against this line. 

Mr. HAUDACRE: That is exactly what it 
n1eans. 

Mr. STORY : I cannot think for a moment 
that that is exactly what it means, but I do not 
think any sensible man would cons1 ruct a line 
merely going through a quantity of poor and 
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barren country. The Chief Secretary said just 
now that even if we cross a lot of poor country, 
sn long as we protected the border it would be 
worth while doi. g it. What is the use of running 
past where traffic exists, and running into coun­
try where it does not exist, when you can get into 
that country by a much shorter and more direct 
route. That can be done by running a feeder 
line from Y eulba or Dalby, and I am grateful to 
the hon. member for Dalby for mentioning 
Y eulba as perhaps the more suitable place. So 
long as we know that this line is not going 
beyond Goondiwindi, and that the St. Geoege 
distdct will he reached by a feeder from the 
Cbarleville line, I have no difficulty in support­
ing it. The two lines might be started simul­
taneously, and in that way I think all the 
good land that can be utilised will be 
brought into c<lnnection with our railway. I 
have figures from the Collector of Customs 
that the line from Charleville to Cunnamulla 
has absolutely stopped the whole of the border 
trade. Not one sixpence worth went over last 
year, whereas £146,000 went there some five or 
six years ago. \'lhatever line you build and call 
a border line cannot do more than take the 
whole of the trade, and it has already been 
taken, so that there is nothing more to be Llone by 
a border line. I am positively certain that a 
line from Yeulba to St. George will not 
have entirely the same effect, because tlui 
position of the woolsheds in the dist.rict pre­
clude it from having the effect of stopping the 
whole of the trade, The line to St. George will 
he closer to every station in South-western Queens­
land; bnt Bullamon, Gnuolooma, and Dareel, and 
the selectors ahout there will probably go to the 
New South \Vales terminus at Mungindi, and 
if you build a line to point A yon will save 
the Bullamon wool, but the wool from 
Gnoolooma and Darefll and the selections 
about there will still go to New South 
Wales. Is it worth while to extend the line 
beyond Goondiwindi, on purpose to get that one 
station's wool, especialiy where it will have to 
pass through poor c;onntry? I say it is not. 
Now, had the Premrer not made the assertion 
that he has made, the result of the hon. member 
for Warwick's speech would have destroyed any 
chance of getting that border line to Goondiwindi, 
and he wonld have jeopardised any chance of 
getting the extension to Tbane's Creek. If that 
is passed I enter my proteot against it being 
takE'n beyond Goondiwindi, and I rely up:m the 
statement of the Premier that that is not con­
templated, but that it is intended to reach St. 
George from a point somewhere on the Brisbane­
Charleville line. 

Mr. FOGARTY (Dmpton and ToowoombrJ,): 
\Vhen the rarlway from \Varwick towards St. 
George was carried by a majority of one in this 
House in 1886, the then Secretary for Public 
Works, the late Hun. W. :Miles, in moving that 
the plan, section, and book of reference be 
adopted, described the country as inferior, 
florded, and extremely poor. I have taken those 
words from Hansard, and I do not think they 
can he questioned. The hon. gentleman was 
~carc~ly correct in that statement, because there 
rs farrly good country down the Condamine. 
Hut, as the Commissioner points out that those 
people are within from 2 to 4 miles of a railway 
for the first 10 miles of the proposed line, I think 
they are.exc:edingly well supplied with railway 
commumcat10n. When the late Hon. \V. Mile• 
succeeded in carrying a motion for the approval 
of the plan, section, and hook of reference of 
.a rail_way from Warwick towards St. George by 
oa maJorrty of one, po8sibly by party influences, 
Pittsworth was unknown, and was nothing more 
than a sheep walk. The Premier stated that the 
country along the valley of the {Jondamine from 

\V arwick to Thane's Creek was more thickly 
settled than the Pittsworth district to"ards 
Milmerran. The hon. gentleman is entirely mis­
taken. I say without fear of contradiction that 
where there is one selector located in the valley of 
the Condamine there are twenty between Pitts­
worth and Milmerran. Mr. North, in submit­
ting his report in connection with the Pitts" orth 
extensi,n, described the country as some of the 
most magnificent agricultural land in Queens­
laud-that is, for a distance of 40 miles from 
Pittsworth. I do not think that the advocates 
of this first section of the so-c,]]ed border 
line will deny that statement. I know it is the 
intention of a number of hon. members to leave 
at 12 o'clock, and I say it is grossly unfair that 
half-a-dozen meiPbers, some of whom are n<•t 
interested in this question, should have occupied 
the whole of the time of the Hoube up to the 
present. I approach this matter with an un­
biased mind. I do not consider the interests of 
Toowoomba, or the interests of Pittsworth, but 
I consider the interests of the taxpayers of the 
colony, and I say that if their interests are con­
sidered by the House this line will not be 
accepted. The htm. member for Cunningham, 
in giving evidence before the Royal Commission 
on this que"tion, spoke of the magnificent 
agricultural land whi<'h is to be found in the 
vicinity of the Chain of Ponds. I doubt very 
much whether the hon. member has ever seen 
the Chain of Ponds. I know them very well, 
and I can say that they are simply clay 
holes surrounded by barren, inferior soil. The 
hon. member abo described the country between 
Coolmunda and Inglewood as being situated on 
the Macintyre River, whereas it is scores of miles 
away from the Macintyre. That is a fair sample 
of the evidence given by interested parties before 
the commission, with the view of influencing 
them in their decision. But, notwithstanding 
that, the commission have done their work fairly 
well ; and any person reading the evidence they 
obtained must ct>me to the conclusion that Pitts­
worth is a more suitable point than Warwick from 
which to start the border line. It is trne that 
there b a certain amount of trade west of Jngle­
wood, but either the Warwick route er the 
Pittsworth route would tap that trade. Even the 
advocates of the \Varwick route admit that the 
area of land within the vicinity of the Conda­
mine suitable fnr agricultuml purposes is circum­
scribed. But that does not apply to the Pittsworth 
route. The land on both sides of that route 
for a distance of 40 miles is equal to any land in 
the colony for agricultural settlement. Objection 
has been raised, and I admit that there is some­
thing in it, that the 1\'IesHs. Gore Brothers own 
90,000 acres of land on the Pittsworth route; 
bnt that line would pass through 10 miles only 
of the Y and illa Estate, and the Gore Brothers 
are quite prepared to grve all the land necessary 
for the construction of the line and for station 
buildings. Mr. Gore, in giving evidence before 
the commission, said they were not wedded _to 
the Y andilla Estate, but that they were qmte 
willing to sell. I wonld suggest that the Govern­
ment ask the Gore Brothers to submit an offer 
of the Yandilla property, for I am quite Ratis­
fied that they will sell, and if the land is 
purchased by the Government any objection 
on the ground that such a large area is held by 
one firm will disappear. The Hon. James 
Lalor, a gentkman who is well known in this 
Chamber, and who is raspected by all classes 
of the community outside, gave evidence before 
the commission, in which he described the roads 
in the vicinity of Warwick, particularly in the 
neighbourhood of the route of the proprwed 
line, as the best bush roads he had ever 
travelled over in his life, and said he bad 
trayelle(j. over them by mail coach and by 
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buggy. I know that he has also travellf•d over 
them on foot, but he did not mention that fact 
in his evidence. If the roads are as good as 
Mr. Lalor represents them to be, I do not think 
the !Jeople there are so badly off. If the 
Government are anxious to assist the selec­
tors beyond \Varwick, who are a consider­
able distance from railway communication, 
they should run out a branch line from Allcra, 
which would tap that settlement and meet all 
requirements. I am quite positive that if this 
line is carried it is the intention of the powers 
that be to extend it until it reaches point A, 
on the Mo •nie. And immediately that is done 
we shall have an agitation fur the via. recta, which 
will cost a very large sum of money. Even 
if the via recta was built, there would only be a 
difference of 4 miles between point A and Bris­
bane by w"'y of Pittsworth and between point 
A by the vin rcctrt. For the sake. of saving 4 
miles I do not think the country is j nstified in 
spending nearly £UOO,OOO, and I should not be 
surprised if that amount were exceeded. Is it 
a cureect thing to construct a costly line 
which will nut afford smuethi'ng like an 
ade<juate ret.urn for the expen<liture ? From 
point A by Pitt~worth to Brisbane is 330 
miles, but from point A by \V<trwick it is 3tl.~ 
miles. There is a saving of 35 miles. I think it 
has been admitted by the opponents of the l'itts­
worth route that the country is much superior, 
and there is a probability of a very large settle­
ment if the so·called border line were to start 
from Pittswnrth. According to the estimates 
submitted by the railway experts it would save 
the colony £543,000 to go by Pittsworth inde­
pendent of the saving of 35 miles, and I think 
arguments of th"'t wrt art> conchlsive. Even 
the Hon. A. Morgan, in giving evidence 
before the commission, admitted that a few 
hundred acres of tobacco grown in the 
vicinity of Texas wuuld be sufficient to 
meet the demands of the w bole colony, so 
that there is nu great force in the argument 
abcut the traffic that will be derived from 
Texas. The Premier has spoken of the Silver 
Spur mine and its great value. \V ell, of course 
it may become valuable, but up to the present 
time it has not panned out very well for the 
shareholders. \Vhen federation becomes an 
accomplished fact there will be no \Varwick or 
Toowoomba fluur consumed at Goondiwindi, 
because it is well known that the Inverell 
people, notwithstanding the £1 a ton duty, 
supply 18 out of every 20 tons consumed in 
that district. When the small duty we have 
now is removed, the whole of the market will he 
at the marcy of the Inverell people, Mr. Bar­
low, the land commissioner, in giving evidence 
before the commission, said that a good deal of 
the land on this proposed route was very in­
ferior. Mr. \Vatson, the manager of a station, 
strongly ad vacated the Pittsworth route, while 
Mr. Gray, the present Commissioner, said he 
had no hesitation in saying that the proposed line 

·from Warwick would be a grave mistake, and 
that if it was necessary to secure the border 
trade, and give the people down the MooniB rail­
way communication, it should be done from 
Pittswurth. Mr. Gray also made similar state· 
ments at questions 2152, 2154, and 2166. You 
must bear in mind that Mr. Gray is as deeply 
interested in this line as any member of the Go­
vernment, because he is anxious that our rail­
ways should pay if possible, and if in his opinion 
a certain line will not pay, it is his duty to warn the 
Government against propoging its construction. 
If, thRn, the Government chcose to accept theW ar­
wick route for this milway in the face of the Com­
missioner's report, the Commiosioner is relieved 
of all responsibility. It was only last week that 
Mr. Gray visited the district, and within the 

last fortnight Mr; Stanley has visited it, aud, as 
the result of their investigHtions, we have the 
Commissioner's report before us very strongly 
condemning this railway. It is all very well to 
say that the line will only be extended to Goondi-

' windi. I take that to be "' sop to the members 
for Dalby anrl Balonne. I believe that if it is 
extended to Goondiwindi, it will eventually 
terminate at !JOint A, and if it does it will be of 
no e<~rthly sm·vice as far as the St. George people 
are concerned. It will have the very undesirable 
effect of wiping out St. George, which will h>we 
to be removed to !Joint A. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER: Could we not have 
a branch from point A to St. George. 

Mr. FOG ARTY: It is all very well to talk of 
branches, but where is the money to come from? 
The Treasurer is faced with a falling revenue 
and increa•ed expenditure. 

The CHAIR:.\IAN: Order! 
Mr. J<'OGARTY: If I am not in order in dis­

cussing the financial aspect, I had better resume 
my seat. 

''fhe CHAIHMAN: There will be another 
opportunity afforded to the hon. member of dis­
cussing the financial aspect of the question. 

l.\Ir. FOG ARTY: \Vel!, I shall resume my 
seat as a protest against your ruling. I am 
quite prevareJ to take a division, though I had 
not fairly begun my speech. 

Mr. BELL: I have been listening with great 
interest to the speech of the senior member fur 
Toowoomba, and I trust that on"' future occa­
sion he will favour us with the balance of it, 
especially as he knows a great deal about the 
country. The Prime Minister earlier in the 

evening made an announce·nent 
[12 p.m.] which, to my mind, seems a most 

important one, and it certainly did 
to the hon. member for Balonne. A" I under­
stood the hon. gentleman, he said that, so far as 
the Government were concerned, he was prep>tred 
to gl ve a definite assumnce that they had no 
intention of carrying this line beyond Goondi­
windi; and also that. in the next batch of rail way 
proposals, the Government would submit a line 
from either Dalby or Yeulba to St. George. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Or from l:toma. 
Mr. BELL : I do not. want words put into the 

hon. gentleman's mouth. 
.Mr. GLASSEY : I certainly understood the 

Premier to say Homa as well. 
Mr. BBLL : I do not know whether I heard 

the hon. gentleman correctly or not ; so I would 
be very glad if he will say whether I have quot~d 
him correctly, as this is a matter of considerable 
importance. 

The PJ:t}jMIER: I can assure this Committee 
that the Government have no intention of going 
beyond Goondiwindi. As I have already ex­
plained, the whole trouble has arism from 
attempting to cater for too many places by the 
one line, Personally, I would prefer this line to 
start from Stanthorpe-the further south the 
better-in order to get the border trade. And I 
also said that the line to St. George should start 
from either Dalby or Y eulba. I did not men­
tion Roma. I can assure the Committee that 
the Government will make further inquiries in 
connection with the starting point of this St. 
George line, but I cannot promise that the 
Government will bring down a Bill for 
the construction of that line next year. 
St. George is deserving of some railway 
communication ; but if the St. George people 
h~tve to wait till they get railw»y con,mu­
nication through the line from Warwick to 
Goondiwindi, not many of those now living 
there will eee it. A good deal has been said to­
night about the via ,·ectct, and personally I am 
not in favour of the construction of the via recta 
at present. I say we can'~ ~t:fford this luxury. 
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It will cost £500,000 or £600,000, and I think 
such a sum of money could be better spent in 
affording facilities to farmers to get their pro­
duce to market. That would help the colony 
far more than building two lines to ·warwick. 
There is already one line to Warwick, via 
Toowoomha, and I do not think there is any 
justification for constructing the via recta at 
present. 

Mr. FISH El\: Do you approve of the line that 
we are now diRCU8Ring? 

The PREMIER: I think I am going to vote for 
it. 

Mr. BELL: The statement that the hon. 
gentleman has nmde is highly interesting, and 
is most important to the whole of the South­
western districts of Queensland-at all eY~.nts, 
to the representatives of those districts. The 
hon. gentleman was fairly precise in his remarks. 
He is the second Premier who has said that a 
line should be built from Dalbv to St. George. 

The PHEMIER: I said from Dalby or Yeulba. 
Mr. BELL: Yes; but I would like the hon. 

gentleman to say whether he will cause any 
independent inquiry to be held into the relative 
merits of Dalby and Y eulba as the starting 
point for the St. George line. 

The PREMIER: Yes. I promise that I will 
cause inquiries to be made; bnt I do not promise 
that I will bring in a Bill next year for the con­
struction of a line to St. George from either 
Dalby or Yeulha. As I have said, I do not 
think there is any chance of St. George getting 
a railwav from \Varwick or Pittsworth within a 
reasonable time. 

Mr. BELL : In view of what the Premier has 
stated, I ask the leave of the Committee to 
withdraw my amendment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. KIDSTON : When we were discussing 

the private rail way Bills in this House a short 
time ago, the Government assured us that they 
could not see their way to construct lines which 
were of a specnlati ve nature-that they were only 
going to build lines that would be likely to pay, 
and that they would leave the construction of 
those lines which had little prospect of paying to 
private companies. There is no prospect of this 
line which has been introduced to-night paying, 
and yet the Premier and the Government sup­
port it. The corresponding line on the other 
side of Warwick does not pay working expenses, 
let alone the interest on the cost of its construc­
tion, and yet the Government propose to con­
struct this line at a cost of £300,000. I am iu 
favour of railway extension in the South-west 
portion of the colony ; but it is the bringing 
forward of lines like this, which the Government 
are induced to bring forward through political 
influence, that causes so much objection to State 
railways. If the Government nsed ordinary 
discretion in the building of railways the State 
lines would pay much better than they do now. 
The argument of the Minister for Railways, 
in introducing his private syndicate railways, 
was that the Government lines were not paying, 
and that they could non afford to build lines 
which had lit~le prospect of paying; and yet 
the same Mimster now asks us to agree to the 
expenditure of nearly half-a-million of money for 
the construction of this line l No person ha's the 
remotest idea that this line will pay. No mem­
ber of the Government, nor the experts employed 
by the Government, have the remotest idea that 
it will pay, and yet he proposes to suenn all 
that money and load the taxpayers with further 
interest. 

The Pl\EMIER: This line will not cost .£500,000, 
Mr. KIDSTON: It will cost £300,000 odd, 

and by the time it is finished it will be nearly up 
to £500,000. I am entirely in f:ivour of the 
people in that district getting railway communi-

c:1tion, but I think we are bound to a very large 
extent by the Railway Commissioner's report, 
and he has unmistakably pronounced against 
the building of this line. I said something 
against the increase of the Railway Commis­
sioner's salary by .£500 a week or two ago, but I 
withdraw everything I said on that matter, 
because I think Mr. Gray has done his duty to 
the State in this matter in spite of the very 
powerful influence compelling him to give a 
recommendation in favour of this railway. 

The Pl\EMIEI\: He has never been asked to 
n1ake any recotnn1endation. 'l'here is no rrwre 
independent person in the colony than Mr. 
Gray. 

Mr. KIDSTON : The fact that the Govern­
ment proposed to build the line, and asked Mr. 
Gray to report upon it, was evidence enough that 
the Government wanted the line, for they 
already had the report of the Railway Commis­
sion against ttJis line. Manifestly the Rail way 
Commissioner would have prefened to give a 
report that would be pleasing to the Government, 
but the facts of the case and his duty to the 
State compelled him to give a report inimical to 
the Government proposal, and he is deserving of 
the thanks of the House and the country for 
doing his duty in spite of the very strong in­
flLlences that were being used. 

The PREMIEH : You have no rip;ht to say that. 
Mr. KIDSTON: I am not hinting at any­

thing dishonest in the influence used, but we 
know that when the people of a district want a 
rail way they will do their best to get it, and in 
this instance no doubt the same thing has been 
done. The Government of the day, against all 
the evidence and against the report of the com­
mission they appointed, and also against the 
report of the Railway Commissioner, now ask 
the House to give them authority to build this 
line. I do not know how the majority of the 
Committee will deal with this proposal, but I 
think that in the face of the report of the Rail­
way Commissioner they will be doing wrong to 
pass it, and I shall vote against it. 

At a quarter-past 12 o'clock, 
The CHAIRMAN : Under Standing Order 

171, I call upon the hon. member for Ipswich, 
]}fr. Stephenson, to relieve me in the chair. 

Mr. STEPHENSON thereupon took the chair. 
HoN. E. B. FORREST : I intended to speak 

upon this question earlier in the evening, but, 
with a view of facilitating business, I refrained 
in order that a vote might be taken. I need not 
say that I intend to vote for the line now before 
the House, but I do say that I am excep­
tionally dh;appointed with the statement the 
Premier has ju8t made with reference to the via 
,·ecta. I take it that these remarks lead directly 
to the abandonment of any attempt to construct 
the via recta. What does the speech of the hon, 
member for Warwick mean but that the people 
who are advocating the construction of this line 
are doing so in the expectation that, not next 
year perhaps or the year after, but at some early 
opportunity, an effort will be made to build the 
via recta.. How are we ever going to preserve 
the trade of South-westPrn Queensland to 
Queensland, and what steps are we going to take 
to prevent that trade going to Sydney unless we 
make an effort to bring that trade to Brisbane 
by the shortest cut? If we do not the trade of 
that district will go straight to Sydney. It is 
too late now to review the arguments of the 
Railway Commissioner and the Royal Corn­
mission on this line, though I have made 
some notes for the purpose, but I mnst 
express my disappointment that the idea should 
be entertained for a moment that the trade of 
South-western Queensland, which belongs essen­
tially to Queensland, should be allowed to go to 
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Sydney? 'Where will we be under federation if 
this sort of thing is to be tolerated? \V e had 
the hon. member for Dalby thanking the Lord 
that New South \Vale' is there to supply us 
with railway communication. Under federation 
we will go down to New South Wales in one act. 
I am sorry to hear the statement frc>m the 
Premier that he abandons--for that is the word 
he meant to use, though it is not the word he did 
use-the construction of the via rectn. I say 
that line, in spite of any Minister who m<tkes 
such a stateme~t., will he built some day. 
What evidence have we got from Mr. Stanley, 
Mr. Thallon, and half-a- dozen other witnesses? 
I~very one of them says th~t the vin rectn will 
be an absolute necessity in the near future in 
order to satisfactorily carry on the work of the 
overhtnd line, and here we are told at the tail 
end of this session by the Premier that the line 
is to go by the board. I do not hesitate to 
express my extreme disappointment at the weak­
ness-for I can call it nothing else-which has 
been displayed by the Premier. 

The PREMIER: I always understood that 
rail way construction should g•J on in the intere,;ts 
of the colony as a whole. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Hon. E. B. 'FORREST: This is in the interests 

of the w hnle colony. 
The PREMIER : I say that we are not justi­

fied in spending .£GOO,OOO in duplicating the 
present line to Warwick. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: He>tr, hear! 
The PREMIER: This line has been proposed 

because there is a lot of e-ood land to open up, 
and because we are f(iven t.o understand that the 
line will bring the whole tr>tde of the district to 
our own ports. We have no wish to filch trade 
from New South \Vales at all; but I know of 
fifty places that should have railway communi­
cation befure we duplicate the line to Warwick. 

Mr. FISHER: I regret that the Government 
have brought down this line on such poor recom­
mendations. It seems that we have now arrived 
'tt a period in our parliamentary history when no 
one is game to say what he really means regard­
ing railways. This is a proposal which no body 
of men governing t~e interests of any company 
would rlare to submit to their shareholders, and 
yet there are few hrm. members who care to 
intimate that they are against it for fe>tr that they 
might jeopardise line• in which they areintqrested 
themselves. The position at the present time is 
that a number of I:ailways have been bronght 
down, which the Treasurer knows he cannot find 
the money for for the next five or six years, and 
this sort of thing is frightfully demoralising to 
Parliament. I hope the time will soon come 
when we shall have an Executive in power which 
is prepared only tc bring down proposals which 
it intendR to carry out. Let the Treasurer say 
how much money he will have to spend during 
the next year or two, and say rlefinitely what 
works he is prepared to c:trry out. According 
to the evirlence of those who are most competent 
to exprees an opinion, this is not a line that can 
be buin for a number of years. I intend to call 
for a division, as I am not going to be a party to 
any log-rolling. 

Mr. KA TBS : The hon, member who has just 
sat down is altogether on the wrong track, as 
the railway under con,ideration is the branch 
line from Warwick to Thane's Creek. That 
branc11 line is 24 miles in length, and it has been 
stated that the traffic will not p:>y for the gmase 
on the wheels. The hon, member who said that 
knows nothing about it, because not only is this 
a rich agricultnral district, hut it is also a mineral 
di"trict, and tHere is J,lenty of valuable timber 
there. The district is thickly settled already, 

and I am sure that the Commissioner for Rail­
ways, who was there last week, must admit that 
it is a rich agricnl tural district. 

Mr. DAWSON: I thought you s:tid it was a 
mineral district, and I would like to ask if there 
is a placP on the face of the earth that is mineral 
and agricultural country combined? 

.VIr. KATES: There is a goldfield at Thane's 
Creek, at the end of the line. I neerl only refer 
hon. members to the evidence given by Mr. Long­
will on page 20 of the report of the Royal Com­
mission, by Mr. Kelleher on page 24, by Mr. 
Clarkeson on page 27 with regarrl to mining-, 
and by Mr. Redmond on page 28, and they will 
agree with me that this line shPuld be built in the 
interests of the rich ngricultnral district in this 
portion of the Darling Downs. 

Mr. KIDSTON: I was very glad to hear the 
Premier state what he has dmH' about the vin 
recta. I agree with him that it is out of the 
question to think of spending .£GOO.OOO in 
shortening the distance slightly between \Vallan­
garra and Brisbane, considering the number of 
districts which are utterly without railway 
communication. Such a proposal would be 
most unfair, and would be a wast.e nf public 
money. I only wish that the Premier had 
been as successful with regard to the proposal 
now before us. 

Question put; and the Committee divided:-

AYES, 25. 
Messrs. Phi.lp, Foxton, Rutledge, Dalrymple, Dickson, 

O'Connell, Munay, Keogh, l\forgan, Glassey, 
(12·30 a. m.] T. B. Cribb, Bell, Story. Boles, J, Hamilton, 

I~ol'syth, Forrest, Tooth, Bridges, Kates, 
Bartholomew, Stodart, Newell, Ca.mpbell, and Grimes. 

Nor.s, 14. 
}fessrs. Hardacre, Fisher, Kidston, Dawson, Bowma.n, 

KetT, Jenkinson, Fog-arty, Groom, Maekintosh, Dibley, 
Jackson, 1'urley, and Ryland. 

PAIRS, 

Ayes-}lessrs. Leahy, Lord. G. 'fhorn, :vroore, Hanran, 
and Annear. 

Noes-l\:lessrs. Dunsford, Cowley, Reid, Armstrong, 
Givens, and"'· Hamilton. 

EesolvPd in the affirmative. 
The Hou,;e resumed ; and the Ac'l'ING CHAIR­

MAN reported the resolutions, which were 
~tdopted. 

DRAYTON DEVIATION. 
The SEClU<~TARY FOR RAILWAYS 

I beg to move-
That the Speaker do nnw leave the chair, and the 

Hom:;e resolve itself into a Committee of the \Vhole to 
consider the following resolutions:-

1. That the House approves of the plan, section, and 
book of referenee of the proposed Dra.) ton deviation, 
Southern line, in length 10 miles 60 chains, a.s la.id on 
the table 0f the House on Tuesday, the ·1th day of 
Decernner instant. 

2. That the plan, section, and hook of referenf'e he 
forwarded to the Legislative Council for their approval, 
by message in the usna.l form. 

(tuestion put and passed. 

COMMITTEE. 
The CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS, in 

moving the resolution, said: I need not say 
much on this question as it ha~ been before hon. 
member' for n, long time, and they are no doubt 
perfectly familiar with it. The deviation will 
not only be a great saving in distance, but will 
be a very great convenience at the Toowoomba 
rail way station for the de"patch of business by 
the av;Jidance of the prPsent necessary shunting 
of trains. The principal reasons in justification 
for this proposal are di~closed in the Commi$­
Rioner's report, wherein he says-

The length of the <leviation, as shown on the plans, is 
10 milr'-; 60 ehains, and the estimated cost, exclusive of 
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land. rolling-stock, and surveys, is £53,953, or at the 
rate of £5,<)19 per mile. This length and estimate or 
cost is. or eonrse, for the line as shown on the plan and 
section, but it will bu observed that, in several places, 
certain proposed deviations are marked by a dtJtted 
liue, which may probably be found to effed improve­
ments in the present location. These proposed dev·ia­
tions may or may not be adopted; hut it is well that 
they shonld be approved, as, in the event of further 
examination. on preparing the workinrr plans it may be 
considered advisable to adopt them. o ' 

This proposed line varies but little from that lll'O­
}JOsed in the plans submitted to Parliament with the 
i~:Jf}~ay Commissioners' report on the 16th August, 

I am not prepared to say that this line will actually 
he a payable one, but it will have the advantage of 
~horteuing the distance to Pittsworth and \'\'arwiek by 
9 milrs, and will enable me to get rid of the 15-rnile 
rehate which has for years past been made npon all 
prodnce, goods, and live stock trucked from Brisbane 
nnd JpRwich to Warwick, and stations south thereof, 
and vice vm~sa. so that in future the department will be 
pa,id for the 11 miles covcrml by the deviation, and the 
15-miJe m bate will c~ease. rrhis UVOll all Up-and-down 
traffic will be a snbstanthl item. In addition to this 
adv~ntuge, it wlll no doubt have an intportnnt bearing 
1n mfluencing the Government antl Parliament in 
determining the merits of the rival routes to the 
Goondiwindi and St. George districts. 

The construction of the ?:fa recta is not yet within 
the range of practical politics, as the country will not 
for many years be in a position to admit of the payment 
of ab.ont £20,000 a year in making up the deficit, not 
only m the interest on the capital cost, but in making 
good the loss which must ensue on all goods and produce 
to and from Brisbane, which would be trucked from a 
P?int on the Southern line. say, Clifton, by way of the 
·L1 ta recta I say £20,000 a year. a!o'l the local tra.ffic ft·om 
the line i~ built will, I am satisfied, not be sufficient to 
pay workn:g expenses. It mus.t not be forgotten that 
in ad<lition to completing the gap between )funhilla and 
·warwick, the line between Ipl'l.wich and l\/lun~11la would 
certainly lu-we to be rebuilt, and on an entirely 
different route. 

For the reasons I have given, I have very much 
pleasure in moving the resolutions. 

HoN. W. H. GROOM (Dm.'Jton and Too­
?ooornba): When the proposal was made in 18G5 
for the approval of the plans, sections, and books 
of reference of the line from Toowoomha to 
\V arwick, I commenced my address to the House 
in the following words:-

He felt very considerable hesitation as to the course 
he ought to Tlnrrme on this oecasion, nnd he felt hesi­
tation in this way-he had in a mr~umre given a pkdge 
that he would not vote for a line of rai.lway from rl'oo­
woomha to \Ym·wick whic~h did not inclmle the tcnvn of 
Drayton in its conrsr.. Since that pledge wns given, he 
had rnade it his business to have an interview with tbe 
Ohief Engineer of Hailways, who had assnred him that 
there wE:re insurmountable engineering diffwnlties in 
the way of the construction of a line of railway from 
rroowoomba to Warwick which would include DrU.ytou. 

I voted for the line, although it did not include 
the town of Drayton in its course, in conRequence 
of what the Chief Engineer had said. Both the 
House and the country were entirely misled by 
the engineer, and as there was no one in the 
colony at the time able to dispute his dictnm 
Parliament had to accept it; and in place of th~ 
line going through l>rayton, it was taken by a 
cirenitous route to 'Varwick. The Government 
mane a contract with thfl engineer that he was to 
survey and engineer the line at the rate of £1,500 
pflr mile, with the resnlt that the more miles he 
made the more £l,fi00 he would receive. Those 
are the rPasons for the jerr:vmandering of the line 
between Toowoomha and Warwick. The resr,lu­
tions now before the Committee are intended to 
remedy the evils of the past. The results will 
he the ~hortening of the route by !J miles, the 
shortemng of journey between Brisbane and 
Sydney ):ly one hour each way, and a con,;iner· 
able savmg by no longer canying goods free for 
15 miles of thA distance between Toowoomba and 
·warwick. \Vhen this matter was before the 

House on a preduus occasion the late Hon. John 
Macrossan made the strongest argument in 
favour of the deviation. This is what he said-

'rlw cost per train mile \vas ~~s., there were twelve 
trains a day running, at1d multi11lying twelve by nine, 
the nnmher ofmileR Sftved by the devihtion, they had 
108 miles wltieh would be saved by the deviation, and at 
the end of the year they would efi'ect a saving of £4,957. 
The deviation wonld cost :.t bout £44,000, ~md the in­
terest on th9t would be at 4 per cent., £1,760, a gain in 
revenue of £3,197. 
According to the Commissioner, the cost has 
increa>ed since then to 4s. 6d. per train mile. 
We are running twelve trains a day over this 
line, and nothing is charged on 15 miles of the 
distance, the amount of loss at the vresent rate 
being nearly £9,000 a :·ear, so that the saving to 
the country by this deviation being constructed 
will amount tn about £7,000 a year, in addition 
to the other advantages which have been men­
tioned. If there is any other information desired 
by members of the Committee, I and my colleagne 
will have much pleasure in supplying that infor­
mation, and I sincerely trust that the Committee 
will pass the resolutions. 

Question put and passed. 
The Huuse resnmed. The CHAI!\MAN reported 

the resolutions, which were agreed to. 

CENTRAL RAILWAY EXTENSION­
DARTMOUTH TO STONEHENGE. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS 
moved-

That the Speaker do now leave the chair, and the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the "\\'hole to 
consider the following resolutions :-

1. That the House approves of the pla,n, section, and 
book of referenee of tb e proposed extension of the 
Central line from Dartmouth to Stonehenge, 1n h-mgth 
109 rnilPs H6 ehains, as laid upon the table of the Uom~e 
on rruesday. the fourth day of December instant. 

2. rrhat the plan, seet.ion, and book of reference be 
forwarded to the 1Jegislative Council, for their approval, 
by mcssa)!e in the usual form. 

Question put and passed. 

CmrMrrTEE. 
The SECRETARY J<'OR RAILWAYS, in 

moving the resolutions, said: This is practically 
an extension of the Central Railway line, and 
it is one of those lines that the Commissioner 
ha• furnished a very favoumble rep<)rt np.,n. 
For some time past surveys have been made for 
an extension of the Central line in various 
directions down the valley of the Thomson 
River. It was found, owing to the low-lying 
flooded country, that it would be better to 
go at the back of the tableland, and run 
along the watershed of the Barcoo and the 
'fhomson Rivers. This line will run along that 
watershed. It is very easy of construction, and 
it will traverse, perhaps, the finest past.oral land 
in Australia. I think the Committee may 
without hesitation approve of this extension, 
because the Central Railway, even in these ban 
years, has paid no less than £4 19s. Gd., or practi­
cally 5 per cent. over and above the working 
expenses. I do not think, under these circum­
stances, that the country is running any ri"k in 
extending this line. This is what the Com­
missioner says about it, and he has the very best 
information-

Throughout the whole distance the country is of 
first-class quality, and is entirely devoted to pastoral 
purposes. It is all more m· lPhS undulating, some of it 
being open downs, but the greater part lightly timbered 
with gidyea and boree, which really renders it mol'e 
suitable for stock than the open uusheltered downs met 
'vith between Ilup;henden and "'\i\~inton. Everywhet·e 
the soil ls excellent, and the grasses of the richest 
quality, the o11Iy drawback being the absence of per­
manent water. rrhis may appear unaecouutab1e, in view 
of the number of creeks referred to as having been 
crossed by the su1vey, but tbo::;e af'.qnainted with the 
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~ounby will readily understand that but few of these 
creeks hold water for more than three months in the 
year, and large amounts have, in consequence, been 
expended by pastoralb.ts in con~erviug water by means 
of tanks and artesian bores; uufortunatelv the latter 
have not been too great a success, as few,~it any, give 
what may be call.ed a satisfHctory flow, while others 
which are down about 4.000 feet have not yet struek 
water. 
'I he proposal is to extend the line to Stonehenge, 
a distance of about 109 miles. Of course that is 
a very great distance to undertake at the preeent 
time, and it is the intention of the Government 
to authorise only the exLeusion of this line for uO 
miles, that is, to the Government bore, which I 
understand is a very suitable place for a terminus 
for the time being. I may remark, m passing, 

that the deflection of the line in a 
[1 a.m.] south-westerly direction from Dart-

month is caused in a great measure 
by the Northern line going to \Vinton, but even 
when this railway is extended to Stonehenge, it 
cannot possibly interfere w1th the tmtlic which 
might go to Charleville. The Commissioner 
says-

The estimated cost of the line, exclnl'live of rolling­
st.ock and surveys, is £321,787, or at the rate of £2,93\l 
per mile. This estimate is considerably in excess of the 
mileage rate for the Hughenden-Win ton line, which 
traverses very similar country. r_rhe excess in the cost 
is accounted for by the recent rise in the price of metal 
in England. 
I do not think this line requires any further 
commendation from me, and I have great 
pleasure in recommending the resolution to the 
favourable considemtion of the Committee. 

Mr. KERR (Barcoo): I know there is a good 
deal of opposition to this line in the Longreach 
district, and that is one reason why I am sorry 
that the hon. member for Mitchell is not in the 
House, bec9.nse I believe he intended to oppose 
the resolution, and I have no doubt he had very 
good and valid reasons for his opinions. Had 
he been present and given his reasons for object­
ing to the line, there would have been more 
need than there is now for those who favour its 
construction to state their views to the Com­
mittee. A large portion of the country which 
this line will traverse is freehold. There 
are some 67,000 acres of freehold land on 
Bimemh Station, and there is also free­
hold on \Vellshot and Westlands. In 18iJ7, 
when the resumed portion of Binwrah was 
thrown open for sale by auction, I introduced 
a deputation to the Secretary for La11ds from the 
Central district, and the members of that depu­
tation protested against the land being sold. 
Now, the Commissioner tells us that "the only 
freehold land to be resumed will be about 40 
acres from the blocks sold by auction on the 
resumed part of Bimerah." At the time I refer 
to I pointed out to the Secretary for Lands that 
the blocks which were to be sold would be very 
close tn the railway, if the line did not go 
throu~h them ; and now we find that such is the 
ca,e, and I am Kure that the Government will 
nnt get the land they require for the price paid 
by the purchase"'--that is, 10s. an acre. The 
pclicy the Government adopted in sellin~ that 
land will put thousands of pounds into the 
pockets of the le•sees of Bimerah. 

The SECRETARY F'OR RAILWAYS: Nonsense! 
Mr. KERH: I am cc;rtain that in a very few 

years after this railway is built, the lessees of 
Bimerah will be able to dispose of the land which 
tbey hold as freehold at a price gretttly in 
ttdvance of what they paid for it. As the Secre­
tary for Railways, who knows the country, says, 
the land in that district is some of the finest 
land to !1e found in any part of Austmlia, and I 
maintain that the Government, in not listening 
to the deputation who waite<l on the Secretary 
for Lands to protest against the sale of that land, 
went against the ir.terests of the country. 

The SECRETARY l<'OR RAII,WAYS: Bimerah has 
lost a great deal of stock. 

Mr. KERR: That station has suffered less 
frr.m the drought than a great many others. I was 
there during shearing last Jlilarch, and I know 
that. 

Hon. D. H. DALRYMPLE: Millions of sheep 
have died since then. 

Mr. KERR: I know that Bimerah had a good 
quantity of grass compared with other places. 
There is one other matter I want to mention. 
The people of vVindorah and down the Thomson 
had prepared a petition asking that the railway 
should be taken fnrther down the Thomeon an:l 
across by ,Tundah, instead of Stonehenge. The 
Minister led me to believe that only the first 
section of the r<<ilway would be introduced, and 
now he has come down with the pln.ns from Dart­
month to Stonehenge. I hope that the reasons 
to be given hy the people I have mentioned for 
adopting a different crossing will be listen<>d to. 

The SECRETARY B'OR RAILWAYS: I h:we said 
that this firet extension will only be for GO miles. 

Mr. KERR: That is what I want thoroughly 
understood. It might be supposed by the oppo­
nents of the Stonehenge crossing that they were 
put out of court if that explanation had not been 
given. I have examined the whole of the route 
of this line, and I think it is a very moot point 
as to where the crossing should be ; but I am in 
this happy position-that it makes no difference 
to me, because Stonehenge and J undah are both 
in the Barcoo electorate. 

The SECI\ETARY 1<'01\ RAILWAYS: The officers 
of the department think Stonehenge is the best. 

Mr. KERR : I know at all events that Mr. 
Surveyor Drew has very strongly recommended 
the ,Jundah crossing. 

Mr. KIDSTON: I am glad that the Govern­
ment have at last introduced this line, for which 
we have waited a very long time. I am quite 
sure it will be an advantage to the district as 
well as to the colony generally, and that it will 
pay well. Like the hon. member for Barcoo, I 
regret th"t the G•lvernment have not decided to 
adopt the ,Jundah crossing, but I will not go 
into that matter now, because we have been told 
that only the fir"t section of GO miles will 
be tackled. That section will serve equally 
well to go either to Stonehenge or Jnn­
d,.h, and we can discn's the m:>tter later. 
I mfmt.iou it now becanse it is just as well that 
the Government ehould understand that an 
effort will in all probability be made to httve the 
line carried to .Jundah rather than Stonehenge. 
If anyone looks at the map he will see that while 
there is only a few miles difference between one 
route and the other, yet the Stonehenge people 
will be equally well served if the line goes down 
to Jundah, because it will pass close to Stone­
he.nge, and the Windorah people would be much 
better served as well as the people down towards 
Hatton's Cnrm,r. I hope the Government will 
keep an open mind on thA matter, and me•mwhile 
I am glad that they have introduced the rail.way. 

Mr. CAMPI3BLL: I am rather astumshed 
thttt the members for Brisbu.ne North and the 
snrrnunding districts have not seen their way to 
oppose this railway, because, as I understand it, 
it will interfere with the trade of this part of 
the colony. The proposal which has bP.en so 
innocently supported by the hon. members for 
Barcoo and Hockhampton seems to have a good 
deal more in it than they will admit. The line 
is now forking to the south-west, and it is pro­
posed to come still further south, which will 
have the effect of tapping a great deal of the 
trade which belongs to Brisbane. I maintain 
that if nnr line had gone out in a proper direc­
tion, and the Rockhampton line had been 
extended due wt>st, it would have been fair all 
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round, an~ I am surprised t!Mt members repre­
sentmg. thrs part of the colony are so apathetic 
over tins proposal. 

Mr. KERlt : I do not think the hon. member 
for Moreton has been in the district, or he 
would have known the direction in which the 
line is going and the country that is going to be 
taprwcl.. It ce:tainly. is not country th>tt has 
any. busme~s w1 th Bnsbane. It does most of its 
busmess wrth the Central line and St,uth Aus· 
tralia. I know that Mr. Collins the late member 
for Albert, waited with me on'one of the Secre­
taries for RailwCLys on this m~ttter, for he knows 
the co~mtry well an<;~ has properties out there. 
He pomted out that 1f the railway was extended 
to ·~ undah it would catch a good deal of the 
trafhc that now goes to South Anstralia The 
object of this proposal is not to take the .south­
western traffic away from Brisb~nP, but to con­
serve the tmt-fic from these districts to Queens­
Jand, a_nd no~. allow i~ to go into South Australia. 
rlns hne wr1l not mterfere with the south­
w~stern traffic that now comes to Brisbane. I 
tlunk the Central di"tricts have been very poorlv 
treated by the Government in connection with 
their policy of rail way construction. After 
reading the evidence that has been brotwht 
before the Premier and the Minister for H~il­
ways with regard to the line from Jericho to 
Blackall being ~ good line that would pay 
ex[Jenses and ultrmately prove remunerative I 
am astonished that the Government have ~ot 
long before this brought down a proposal to build 
that line. · 

Mr. KIDSTON: I agree with the hon. mem­
ber for Moreton when he says he is surprised at 
the ho?. member for Brisbane not opposing this 
extenswn of the Central Hail way. So am I, or 
rather I would have been if the hon. member for 
Moreton, who i" really a Brisbane member did 
not get up and oppose it. He talks about the 
Ce~1tral extension taking away the trade from 
Bnsbane. If the hon. member will look at the 
map, he will see that this line will be for the 
best intet~est~ of the people in the soutb­
Wt'st.ern drstrrcts, and for the best interests 
of the people of the colony at large. He will 
also see that the Southern and \V estern line 
should not have gone to CharJeyilJe but to either 
St. George or Hungerford. Also, that the rail­
way from Hockhampton should not have gone to 
Longreach, but to Adavale or Charleville · and 
that the Townsville line should have ao~e to 
somewhere near Longreach. Then the ;hole of 
the people in the \Vestern districts would have 
had the shortest routes to the seaboard for their 
pr?duce. But, owing to political influence, the 
rarlway from Brisbane has been diverted in 
a north- west direction -to Charleville · so 
that the pastoralists in that district have a'bout 
~00 r~1iles more; railway carriage to pay for than 
rf thre extenswn had gone in the direction 
I have men~ioned. The same. thing applies to 
t~e ~;astorahsts and producers m the Longreach 
drstrr.d .. All the ne.cessity for the construction 
of tins lme now bemg considered, in or<ler to 
secnre the border trat-fic would have been 
avoided if the line from B'risbane had crone in a 
snuth,w~sterly direc.tio':l, because thenb the pro­
ducers m those drstrrots would have had a 
shorter road to the eeabnard than they now 
have, Brisbane being nearer to those districts 
than either Sydney or Newcastle. 

The PnEMilm: Don't stonewall your own 
railway. 

Mr. KIDSTON: I am not stonewallin" this 
pr<_>posal. I think this line should have~been 
bmlt years ago. 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed ; and the CHAIRMAN 

reported the resolutions, which were adopted. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMII~R: I move that the House do 

now a6journ. The first business to.morrow will 
be the resolutions I gave notice of this aftern:>On. 
After that, the Agricultural Bank Bill, the 
Census Bill, and the consideration of the Coun­
cil's amendments in the Parliament of the Com­
monwealth Elections Bill. 

Mr. DA WSON: I would like to know from 
the hon. gentleman whether he intends to allow 
full discussion upon the resolutions to be moved 
to-n1orrow ? 

The PnEMmR: What do you call "fnll dis­
cussion"? 

Mr. DAWSON: To allow members not on 
the hon. gentleman's own side of the House to 
have a voice on the new proposals he may bring 
forward without being clotnred by the bon. gen­
tleman. I would like also to ask that there 
shouhl be no change in the programme the hon. 
gentleman has stated for to-morrow. \Ve have 
been slipped up twice that way already. 

The PREMIER: I think there has been only 
one occasion on which a change has been made, 
and that was when these railways were post­
poned yesterday ; and I gave a very good reason 
for it in the fact that the Railway Commissioner's 
reports were only placed in the hands of hon. 
members yesterday, and I was requested by a 
number of members to postpone the railways 
until to-day. 

Mr. DAWSON: You never told our side of the 
House or our leader until the House met. 

The PREMIER: I explained it to the House. 
Mr. DAWSON: What time was that, when hun. 

members had come prepared for certain other 
bu~ine.::.s? 

Mr. KIDSTON: The Premier has given 
notice of a rPsolution for to.morrow, which, 
of course, he will carry to-morrow, arraPging that 
the whole of the Estimates-in-Chief shall be 
rep >rted on Thnrsday, 20th. He has alHo gi ;·en 
notice that the first four days of next week shall 
be taken np with the railway Bills. The \Vorks 
Estimates are now under discussion, and the 
Police Estimates were postponed to allow the 
\Vorks Estimates to he taken first. Are the 
Police Estimates and all the rest of the Estimates 
to be pushed through in a lump on Thursday 
werk? 

The PHRMIEH: In one day? Oh, no. I 
would have explained that to-morrow, hut I may 
explain now that next week we will take the rail­
ways, and the following week the Estimates. 

Mr. KwsTON : The whole week to the Esti-
ma,tE·s? 

The PRRMIER: From Monday to Thursday. 
Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at twenty-five minutes 

to 2 o'clock. 




