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1634 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Sugar Ex}Jm·imcnt Stations Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

\VEDNESDAY, 31 OcTomm, 1900. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. Arthnr M organ, Warwick) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr. BROWNE (Croydon) presented a petition 

from the shearers and general labourers em­
ployed on N arineand Gnoolooma Stations praying 
for the introrluction of a Compu],ory Arbitration 
and Conciliation Act, similar to that in existence 
in New Zealand. 

PetHion read and received, 
Mr. BOWMAN (Warre[!o) presented a peti­

tion of similar purport and prayer from the 
shearers, shed, and station hands employed on 
\Velltown Station. 

Petition read and receiYed. 

QUESTIONS. 
SALE Ol<' OBSCENE BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 

Mr. DA IVSON (Charters 1'owc>·s), for Mr. 
Lesina, asked the Attornfy-General-

1. Is he }tVOTHl'C that in the ·rrcs1eyan Book Depbt, 
Albert street, Brisbane, there are 'being sold and exposocl 
for public sale certai:n obscene books and pamphlets 
purporting to be written by one Joseph Slatter.)', and 
that th0 sale of such books at snch pla~e is advertised 
in the Crno"ier and 'l'ele{JNtph newspapers circulating in 
Brisbane? 

2. Is he aware that for selling such books the said 
Joscph Klattery was prosecuted. in J~dinburgh, and tlmt 
the prosecution was stayed only on his consenting to 
destroy the ~amc? 

3. Is he :n~:arn that for selling snch books tbe said 
Jose ph Slattery w:-ts sent. to gaol, after trial, in Pittsbnrg, 
Penn&-ylvanht, lTnited States of America? 

4. Does he intend to prm~ecutc the proprietors of the 
said vrcsleyan Book DepOt for selling or exposing for 
sale the said obscene books? 

5. Does he intend to prosecute the sald .Toscph 
Slattery as publisher :md author of the said obscene 
books? 

6. If not, why not? 

The ATTORNEY-GENEIL\L (H•m. A. 
Rutledge, JJiaranoa) replied-

1. I have heard. much to my regret, that bool\s or 
pamphlets purporting to ha Ye been written by tl1e per­
son named have been advert.i:;ed for sale at the Book 
DepOt mentioned, and ha Ye also been credibly infonned 
that such advertisements have been inserted in the 
Cow"~er and 'l'eleg1·aph without the knowledge or sanc­
tion of the authorities of tbe ;,aid llook Depot. I have 
not seen OT read any of such books or pamphlets. nor 
have I been informed by any person who may have read 
them ol' any of them as to tlle na.ture of their contents. 

2. No. 
3. No. 
4. H the hononl'able member, \Yho appears to have 

read the said books or pamphlets, is of opinion that 
the same or auy of them are obscene, 'vithin the 
meaning of the laws relating to obscene pnblic~tions, 
it is his clnty to place himself in communic~ttion with 
the police, who, and not the Attorney-G-eneral, are the 
proper pPrso11s to institute proceedings for offences 
against those laws. 

5. Thls question is answered by the reply to Xo. 4; 
but if the police, on information suppUed, should be of 
opinion that a proper case for prosecution has been 
shown, I shall be prepa.rt·d to ftlrnish any necessary 
legal assistance for the conduct of such prosecution. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 
6. See answers to precediHg questions. 

APPLICATIO~ BY MESSRS. BURNS, YHILP, AND Co. 
l<'OR LA~D IN NEW GVINEA. 

Mr. DA \VSON, for Mr. Lesina, asked the 
Premier-

1. Is it true that Messrs. Bnrns. Philp, and Co. have 
applied for 100.000 acres of pastoral land 111 Rritish New 
Guinea under the last New Guinea Land Ordinanc~p 

2. Has the R.pplication been grantedP 
3. If so, what. aro the terms upon which the sale or 

lease was mad·~ ? 
4. Has he any objection to lay all the particulars on 

the table of the House? 
The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, Towns~ille) 

replied-
1. A letter has been received by the I~ieutenant­

Governor of British New Guinea from Mr. James Burns 
(of :Jtcssrs. l~nrns, Philp, and Co.), seeking approval of a 
propo~al to form a company to talw up 100,000 acret-1 of 
land iu the vicinity of JII-\.11 Sound in order to rtevelop 
agriculture, to raise stuck, and generally to test the 
suitalJility of the land for tropical agriculture. 

2·. "Xo; the matter is still under the con~idera.tion of 
the gtu.tra1,teeing colonies. 

3. The a.pplication is mq,de under the provisions of the 
British ~ew Guinea I.and Ordinance. . 

4. I lay upon the tu.blc the papers containing all 
particulars of this matter in the possession of the 
Government other than those already eommnnicated to 
Parliament. (See .. Votes and Proceedings," sossionl899, 
vol. IV., page 929). 

'fE1lPOl\Al\Y EMPLOYMENT oF Sor,rmTORs. 
Mr. DA IVSON, for Mr. Lesina, asked the 

Attnrney-General-
1. How many a.pplications from Brh;bane :mlicitors for 

temporary employment. in the Crow11 Law Office have 
been received sinc'J the commencement of the year P 

2. How many h:we been accepted? 
3. Are any of the r<'jectcd applicants persons of long 

re<d<lcncc in Qnecnsland ~ 
>1. Have any of the applicants who hnve been given 

temporary employment jnst recently arr1 vcd from 
England. 

5. !\~amc Ol' names of snch person or persons? 

The ATTORNEY-GENJmAL replied-
1. Six. 
2. One (Yfr, Wilfricl J. Lilley). 
3. I cannot say. 
4. In acldition to the solicitor named above. one other 

person has been recently employed to do some copying­
work. I P-annot state when, or from where, he came to 
Queensland. 

5. See amnvers to above questions. 

EXG~\GEl\IEN'r 0~' 11ECHANICAL ENGINEl£RS. 

]\fr. REID (Eno[![Jtm) asked the Secretary for 
Railways-

1. Is it true that the Chief ::\Iecbanical Engineer has 
arranged to sr,cure tl1e services of two 1nechanical 
engitJcers from England? 

2. How long is term of engagement, at what salary, 
and is passage money to be paid~ 

3. 'rerc applications invited in the colony ftJr 
draftsmen to fill the lJO'"ltions? 

4. Has the sanction of the Government been 
obtained for this action? 

The SECRETARY l•'OR RAILWAYS(Hon. 
J. Murray, Nornwnby) replied-

1. ~o; but the Agent-General has been instructed to 
CEgage two meehanical drafhmen. 

2. Three years at £300 per annum, with scconcl~class 
passages. 

3. Yes; in this and the southeru colonies, but no 
suitable applications were received. 

4. Yes. 
PAPER. 

The following pap•'r, laid on the table of the 
House, was ordered to be printed :-Application 
by Burns, Philp and Co. for land in British New 
Guinea. 

SUGAR EXPERIMENT STATIONS BILL. 
On the motion or' the PRI~MIER, it was 

resolved-
That the House wm, at itR next sitting, resolve itself 

into a Committee of the V\rhole to consider of the 
desirableness of introdncin~ ~CJ, Bill to provide for the 
Cbtablbhment and control of sugar experiment sta~ 
t.lo:q.s, • 
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PARLIAMENT 01<' THE COMMON­
WEALTH ELECTIONS BILL. 

REsuMPTION m· CoM:vnTTEE. 

On the schedule of the Bill, as follows:-

Divisions. 

Brisbane ... 

Electoral Districts. 

... Brisbane Korth, Enop:gera, Forti­
tude Valley, ToomlJul, 'l'omvong. 

Darling Do\vns ... Aubigny, Cambooya, Cunnin,5ham, 
Drayton and •roowoomb.:t, \Var­

Fit.zroy 

llcrbcrt 

~1orcton 

Oxley 

~faranoa 

wick. 
Barcoo, Clermont, Fitzt·oy, Lcich­

hardt, 1!itchell. Xormanby, Rock­
hampton, ltocl<hampton Xorth. 

Burke, Ca.rpentaria. Cllarters Tmvors, 
Croydon, Flinrlet·s, Gregory. Ken­
ncdy. 

... 1 Bowt>n, Cairns, Cook, Herbcrt, 
YJ:aekay, •rownsvillP, \Voothakata .. 

... Bundanba, Fasl:lifern, Ipswich, f,oek­
yer, 3.1:C)reton, ~nndah, Rosewood, 
Stanley. 

Albcrt, Brisbane South, Buli111ba, 
I1ogan, Oxley, ·woolloongabba 

l~alonne, Bnlloo, Carnarvon, D~Llby, 
I )laranoa, .:\'[urilla, 1Ya.Trego 

·wide l~ay and j Bundaberg, Rnrnett, Burrum, G-ym-
llurnett I pie, Maryborough, Musgravo, 

Port Curtis, \fide Bay. 

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon): When the Bill 
waH first before the Committee, it was the d"·Y 
following the second reading of the Bill, and he 
then submitted an amendment of the echedule 
to the Chief Secretary. Since then, having- had 
more time, he had had his amendment printed 
and circulated amongst hon. members. It was 
as follows-

That all the words after "Toowong," on line 30, be 
omitted, with the view of inserting-

Divisions. 

Darling Downs 

Fitzroy 

Kcnnedy ... 

Herbert 

:::\Iorcton 

Oxley 

:nJaranoa ... 

Wide BRy ... 

Electoral Districts. 

Anbigny, Camhooya., Carnarvon. 
Cunningham, Ddlhy, Dra~·ton and 
Toowoomba, and 'Yarwick. 

Clcrmont, l<1itzroy, Leicbhardt, X or­
man by, Port Curtis, Rockhampton, 
and Rockhamptnn North. 

Bnrke, Carpentaria,Charters Towers, 
Croydon, Flinders, and Keunedy. 

Bowen. Cairns, Cook, I-Ierbort, Mac­
kay, 'fawnsville, and VYootllakata. 

Bundanba, l•1assifern, Ipswich, Lr·ck­
yer, ::\1oreton, Xunda..h, Itosewood, 
and Stanle,·. 

.Albert, Brishane South, Bulimba, 
Logan, Oxle~', and 1Voollooegabba. 

Balonne, Barcoo, Bnlloo, Gregory, 
l\Iaranoa, Uitehell, J.furilla, and 
1Yarrego. 

.. ., Bnnd~lbcrg, Burnctt, Bnrrum, 
Gym pie, ~1aryhorough, :Jiusgrave, 
:tnd Wide B~ty. 

He might point out that this was exactly the 
schedule which appeared in the pnblic papers 
about the 6th August, and which the Premi r 
staterl had lleen issued on the authority of the 
Home Secretary. The only alterations he had 
made in it l"ere substituting the name "Ken­
nerl.y" for the Flinder8 electorate, and "l\Iara..noa" 
for "vVarreg-o"-alterations which he had made 
on the suggestion of the Chief Secretary. He 
wa> not going to contend that the schedule was a 
perfwt one. It would he very hard indPed for 
any man or body of men to frame a schedule 
that would satisfy every body ; but the schedule 
th~t was first prepared seemed to give general 
satisfaction. 'l'here had been no complaints 
about it. But since the new schedule had 
been put in the Bill, many hon, members 

and nearly every newspaper had complained 
about it. There had been general growling over 
it. He might say at once that his amendment 
could not pos·,ibly be looked upon as a party 
question, because it treated every member in the 
House alike. He believed it would give general 
satisfaction, alth<.ngh, as he had >aid, it would 
be very hard for any hon. member to draft a 
schedule-no matter what political opinions he 
held-that would meet with general approval 
and fit the circumstances of every case. Hon. 
members had received lists of voters in the 
different electoratPs under the schedule at present 
in the Bill, and they would find that there 
would be a great deal more even apportionment 
if his amendment were accepted than there would 
be under the schedule in the Bill. According to 
his amendment the number of voters were: North 
Brisbane, 12,fi44; Darling Downs, 11,023; 
Fitzroy, 10,581; Kennedy, 9,453; Herhert, 
10,723; MorRton, 12,426; Ox lAy, 12.581; 
Maranua, 8,102; and \Vide Bay, 12,736. They 
were very evenly apportioned there. Hon. 
members would observe that Brisbane and 
Oxley were the highest, and vVide Bay came 
next to Oxley. 

Mr. J ENKINSON : No; vVide Bay comes next to 
Bri~barw. 

Mr. BROvVNJ£:: Yes, that was so; but tmder 
the schedule in the Bill; \Vide Bay would lmve 
2,000 more electors than Brisb<tne. He would 
lik@ to he.1r the opinions of hon. members on the 
matter, so he would not take up any more of the 
time of the Committ.ee just now; but would 
simply move the amendment standing in his 
nanw. 

The CHil<~l<' SECRETAllY (Hon. J. R. 
Dickson, Bulimu,t) : He ohserved that the hon. 
member for Croydon, by his amendment, left the 
Brisbane, Oxley, Moretun, Herbert, and I<'linders 
divisions untouched. 

Mr. BROWNE: I call Flinders "Kennedy." 
Mr. :McDONAL!l: Gregory is attached to the 

Flinders division now; it was not so in the 1st 
schedule. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: \Vith regard to 
the new schedule suggested by the hon. me::nber, 
it apJ•eared that the statistics circulated some 
time ago had been issued without due authority. 
The matter had received since then very careful 
considerJ.tion by the C'tbinet, and it had been 
deemed th,;t tbe schedule attached to the Bill 
represented more clearly, not only the connec~ 
tion of interests in the different subdivisions of 
the colony, bnt also distributed more fairly. the 
electoral power. Of course, as the hem. gentleman 
had said, and very properly, too, it would be 
quite impossible to frame any schedule which 
would ~;ive entire satisfaction. The schedule, 
like the Bill, was introduced without any desire 
that hon. members should view it as a party 
measure, and he left it to the Committee to say 
in what form ultimately it should go through. 
He c•llll<l not accept the schedule as framed by the 
hon. gc·ntleman, without testing the feeling of the 
Committee with regard to it, but he would be very 
glad if hon. memhers would discuss the matter 
so that he might learn what their opinions·were. 
He had been prepared to accept their opinion on 
even more crucial matters than this. Of course 
he con"idered the two contentious points in the 
Bill were, first, the subdivision of the colony for 
sen:1.torial representation, and, second, the boun­
darieg of the representative electorates. Outside 
those matters he did not think there was very 
much to discuss. He was not going to depart 
from the idea th~tt this should be dealt with as a 
non-party question. The division taken on the 
previous evening showed clearly that there was 
no precnncerted action, and he was quite pre­
pared, if tlw decision had gone the other way, to 
h9oVe followed it up w~th ?! li~t of amendments 
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which would have been rendered necessary. If 
the hon. member who had moved the amend­
ment had made out his case he would have no 
hesitati 'n in accepting the schedule or such other 
schedule as might be thought desir:tble. He 
thought the contenti"n should be whether they 
should accc pt the schedule as proposed by the 
hon. member, or the schedule as originally ]Jro­
]J03ed. He knew that during his ab;ence in 
England the Home Secretary had devoted a large 
amonnt of t.ime to the consideration of the best 
means of framing the schedule, and he fully 
recognised that aftm he had devoted so much 
attention to it, it was a rnatter for seriPUt) cun­
sideration whether tbe schedule as framed by 
him should be departed from. However, sub­
sequent considerations induced him to intt·oduce 
the schedule in the form in which it was intro­
duced in this Dill. He was quite prt·pared to 
hear the O]Jinion of hon. members on the subject. 

Mr. CUR'l'IS (Rockhampton) : It wonld be 
much more convenient for him to t>tke the 
divisions seria1im. He had an awrmclrnent which 
he wished to introduce, which he prob.cbly would 
not he able to do if the schedule were moved 
in [llouo. 

The CHIEJ<' SECRETAHY: \Vhat is the amend­
ment? 

Mr. CUR'riS: He de,ired to move that the 
word ~' l 1"'itzroy" bt~ oniitted, ttnd the words 
"Central (~ueenshnd" inserted in its plac·e. He 
al"' desired to include the Gregory and the Port 
Curtis electorates in the Central di; ision. That 
would leave the Central division intact, and tts 
they knew the re]Jresenttttion of the different 
States would be on a po1'ulation bttsis, Ceutr.tl 
Queensland would be just about entitled to a 
fraction more than one member. 

The CHml<' SECRETARY: Port Cnrtis is included 
in the Central division. 

Mr. UURTIS: He also desired to have the 
Gregory included. The Barcoo and the Mitcheli 
were already included. Port Curtis commercially 
and geogmphically belonged to the Central 
district, and he thought it should be included in 
it. Thttt wonld leave the Central division as it 
was, intact, and he thnught it would be much 
more saLisfactory to the -people of the Central 
divi~ion. 

The CHAIRMAN": I would point out to the 
hon. member that if a bbnk is creatp.j, he can 
then propose his amendment as an amendment 
on the amendment 111oved by the hon. member 
for 'IJroydon. So far as I am personally con­
cerned, I httve no objection to the schedule being 
taken line by line if it is the wish of the Com­
mittee to do so. 

HoN. T.MACDONALD-PATERSON(North 
B1·isbane) pointed ont that if they took the 
schedule in that wtty, some inconvenience might 
arise, because they might desire to take one 
electomte from a section wl•ich hnd been p"ssed, 
and put it into another division. He thought it 
would be better to take the amendments in the 
order in which they were proposed. 

The HOME SECRETAHY (Hon. ,T. F. 
G. Fnxton, Cnrnarvon) : The hnn. member 
for North Brisbane was perfectly correct. It 
might be necessary, if they wanted to take ttu 
electorate from one division and place it in 
another, to take it from a part which had been 
already dealt wlth. He thought they must 
deal with the schedule as " whole, and if a 
blank was created by the amendment of the 
hon. member for Croydon, the hon. member 
for Ruckhampton could then mo1·e his amend­
ment, "" an amendment on that pro[Jnsed by 
that hon. member. Tbe matter conld then 
be dealt with with gre~ter simplicity. It mnst, 
however, be c!eal'ly understood thttt ttny amend-

ment which was moved must be part of a 
scheme contemplated by the mover of the 
arnend 111en t. 

Mr. Bl{OvVNE believed that the first schedule 
that had been submitted was the 

[-1 p. m.] best one poesible. He referred to 
the one which appeared in the l'ele­

[Jraph and Cmtrier of 6th August, and which on 
\Lh August the Premier informed him httd been 
]JUhlished on the authority of the Home Secre­
t;uy. Since then the Government had seen fit 
to alter the schedule; but a number of hon. 
members were strongly of opinion that it was 
not nearly as bir a division of the colony as the 
original one. If hon. members thought the sche­
dule Bhould be altered, a bla.nk could be created, 
and there was then nntl1ing to hinder an hon. 
member frmn moving an arnendn1ent in the 
amendment he propo.-ed to substitute. 

Mr. KIDSTON (Rockharnpton): There were a 
number of other amendments to be proposRd, 
and h_ would point out tlmt, if the ttmendment 
of tb;; hon. membEr for Cruydon was put and 
io"t, the sehedule would then stand ]Jart of the 
Bill, aud there could be no further diocnssion on 
it. 

Mr. STEW AHT (RockhttntptonNorth): Seeing 
there was gener.-tl dissatil>faction with the 
schednll', a general discussion upon the schedule 
should ]Jrecede any particuhtr amendment. It 
was unwise tn ru~h into a ditiCUHtSion of anlend­
ments ttt once without having any idea of the 
opinions of hon. members with respect to the 
;;ehedule. If he had his way, he would remit 
the sch' dule to a selL et committee. He did not 
know who had framed it, but whoever had done 
so was a perfect mttrvel of ingenuity. He 
did not know what principle that individuttl 
had proceeded upon, or whether he had struck 
out a. new line for himself, but he had not 
adopted any principle of repre;,entation which 
was known to their Consti1,ution. Indeed, the 
whole thing was an outrage upon their present 
sysLern of repre~enbltion. \Vho~:·ver was respon­
sible for it ought to be aslwmed of it. The 
Brit.;bane division contained 12,887 electors, 
while tbe arrtt was 76 square miles. Further 
down the vVideBay "ndDurnettdivisioncontained 
14,161 electors, while the area was 30,685 square 
miles. One would have thought that, instead of 
having the larger number of electors in the 
bigger electorate, they would have b_een in the 
smaller electorttte. That was accordmg to the 
pdnciples of representation as t!Jey knew them, 
but apparently tbose principles were to b_e cotlJ· 
pletely outmg-ed by the Government m the 
preMent instance. 

'rhe CHAIRMAN: I do not know whether 
the hon. member is 'J.eaking to the quest10n 
t.lmt the schedule should be ]JUt line by line, 
but he has not said that yet. 

Mr. CoWLEY : There is only one question 
befnre r.hH Committee. 

The CHAilU\fAN: The question befure the 
Committee is that the words proposed to be 
omit1ed stand part of the ocbednle, but I 
m,derstood it was the wish of the Committee 
that it should be taken line by line. 

Mr. CoWLEY : No. 
Mr. STEW ART: He wa,; speaking to the 

entire schedule. He understood tlmt the schedule 
was ('efore them. 

The CHAIRMAN: The ttmendment is before 
the Committee. 

Mr. STEW ART suggested that the hon. 
muuber who had moved the amendment should 
withdraw it, and permit a general discussion on 
the whnle 'chedule. 
* J\!Ir. CO\VLEY (Ii'eJ"uert): He was going to 
propose the adoption of Lhe course which had just 
been suggested by the hem. member for Rock­
harnpton North-that the whole question of the 
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schedule should be remitted to a select com­
mittee for report. 'rhey had numerous amend­
ments before them, and they might talk away 
for a week and arrive at no concln~ion, whereas 
in a select committee thoy conld take into con­
sirleration the population of every one of the 
proposed divisions, n,nd 'ubmit some fe,lsible 
scheme to the Committee. Tbe schedule to the 
Bill appeared to be entirely unacceptable to the 
Committee. They would find that the three 
divisions of Darling Downs, :Vlaranna, nnd 
Flinders !mu fewer electors than two other 
divisions. Now, as the Comm•mwealth Act 
provided for one man one vote, it followed as a 
mn,tter of course that they should hccve one vote 
one value, as nea.rly as prrssible. It was ccbsnrcl 
to think tlmt any Committee could accept snch" 
schPrlule as was pr •posed by the Government. 

.iVIr. I~eJAHY: '£hat i.s not the case in New 
Snnth \Vnle<, wh.,re they have one man one vote. 

Mr. 00\VLJ•;Y: He did not know wh;tt hnd 
be~n done in New South \V ales, but that did not 
ccffect the position. They should endeavour to 
get as neccrly as possible the ·' tme number of 
electors in en,ch division. He admitted thcct 
wlmtever they did now would probably be 
reviewed n,fter the census was taken, anrl after 
the first election untler the Bill. After the new 
cemns was taken they would be in " !1etter 
pnsition to fmme a schedule than at present. 
\Vhat they had to do now was to make provision 
for the first election before a census conic! be 
tn,ken ; ancl, therefore, he thought, in order to 
enable them to act f<tirly and squccrely in the 
matter, and fmme " schedule on a baBis which 
would be equitnble to the colony a' a whole, it 
would be much better to move tht Chairmn,n out 
of the chair, r:>port progress, and commit the 
matter ton, select cnmmitteo, 

i\Ir. AR:VlSTRONG (Lockyer): If the matter 
was referred to a select committee, would the 
Hr,use bA bound by the report of the select 
committee? 

The CHIEP SECRETARY: No. 
M•·· AR\ISTI:{ONG: Then there would be 

the same debatP. over again, anrl he thought 
they might jn>t as wdl cleal with the matter now. 

Mr. STJ<;PHJC\'S (Bri.,IHtne South) thought 
they harl" select committee in the Government 
of the colony. If they coulu not deal with the 
1natter, the soonpr a now Govern1nent was got 
the better. 

Mr. MoDON AL D (Flinde,·s) : He dirl not 
think the Execntive of the colony could possibly 
be as fccir as et select commitr.ee. Hon. members 
had only to look over the elect.wate.l as arranged 
to see party bia,; rio:ht through. Tlw whole thing 
had been fmmerl to g• rrymander the electorates 
so that the Government would get a majority of 
suppnrlers. Townsville and C~w .. rters Towers 
certccinly ought to be in one electorate>, hut in 
order to secure a Government supporter, Towns­
ville had been put in the Herbert division. 
Charters Towers, which wa·" within SO miles of 
the eastern coast, was inclnderl in the Flinrlers 
division, which extended right over to the Gnlf 
country, anrl included an area of about 2:!0,000 
square miles. It eppear,'d to him that the whole 
thing- had been looked at from a G .. vernment 
point of view. The se:.ts held by Labonr mem­
bers \wre. scattered all over the colony, ccnrl it. had 
been a rhffieult mrttter for the Government to 
rnanRge soaR to l'lecur~~ RE>a.ts for tlH'lnRelves. If 
the Labour party had been equitably distrilmtcd 
among:;;t the various divisions, the Gove:rnnlfnt 
would have had et difficulty in catching any of 
those seats, one! an attempt h'd been made to put 
every Labour seat in the colony into the two 
divisions of Flinders-which he unrl>'rstoorl was 
to be known as "Kennedy"-rtncl Fitzroy. Of 
the seven electorates comprising the division of 
Flinders, six were Labour; and in the Filzroy 

rl i vision there were six Labour seats and two 
Opposition. They had been told that this was a 
nrm-p,uty question, but they knew very well 
thctt thcct was all humbug. They had only to cast 
their eyes over the map and the schedule to see 
the party brccnd as plain as possible. They could 
not have a stronger illustration of the fact that 
it was a party question than the action of the 
hon. member for l\1aclmy, Hon. D. H. Dal­
rymple, last night. That hon. member was 
requested by his constituents to take a certain 
conrse, and. mther than vote against party he 
w»lked outside. 

Hon. D. H. IhLHY'\fPLR: Dy some of them­
what you would call syncliccctes. 

The CHIEFSECRB:TARY: The hon. mem­
ber for Flinders had certainly endeavoured to 
imJl'>rt into the discussion a J>ctrty feeling. He 
believed the hem. mem11er fur Herbert had a 
sincere desire to improve the Bill, and in thcct 
light he rose to reply to the hrm. member's 
request for et select committee. How much 
furth, r would they advance the matter by refer­
ring it to a g,;]ect committee? It would be 
seveml weeks before the result of their delibera­
tions would become lnwwn, and not a single 
lwn. member would be bound to accept their 
decision. In arlditinn to that, he found that 
there were considerable difficulties in the wccy of 
referring- to a select crnnrnittee a portion of a 
Bill whwh· harl cclrea.dy been considered in Com­
mittee of the \Vhole Home. If the question had 
been mised when the Bill wccs initiated in com­
mittee they might have referred the whole thing 
to a select committee; but he was informed on 
gonrl authority that there was no precedent when 
a Bill heed been dea1t with in Committee of the 
\Vhole, fpr taking out the schedule and referring 
it to a select cnmmittee. Even supposing they 
were to '"hblish a new departure in the matter, 
it would tend to unnecess3,ry delay. The mem­
bers of this Committee were as competent as a 
seleet committee to determine whcct were the 
best divisions, a.nd there" a; no use in wasting 
time over the mcct.ter. He entirely deprecated 
the remarks of the hon. member for Flinders 
::tbout the divisions hn,ving been made to suit 
party pnrposes. He conter:ded that the schedule 
was fr ,med with no mch intention. If time 
permitted to refer the whole question tn a select 
committee, ccnrl to have fre,h electoral rolls, there 
might have been some force in the argument, 
but time preventerl ccny such new formation 
being considered. They were confined to the 
lines of State electomtes, and it was for them 
to consider how they could commingle those 
electorates so as to afford fair representation. 
The true principle would be that all the present 
demarcations should be at once swept a.way, and 
some tribunal ;;hould be appointed to compile 
fresh rolh for the nine divisions of the colony;. 
but that wonld be a work which would occupy 
an irnmense an1nunt of tirne, and certainly it 
couH not be finish< cl by the time the elections 
would be reqmrerl to be held. Therefore they 
had to take the rigid lines of demarcation existing 
at the present tin1A, and see how far, hy as~imi­
lating and arnalgccmccting, they could form nine 
electorates which wonld g-ive expression to the 
true repres· ntation of the colony. They were as 
comfJ'etent to do that as any two or three hon. 
me m hers appointed to form a select cnmmittee, 
and, seoin<; that it all involved delay, he must 
oppo'e what he believed the hon. member for 
Herbert had advocated in what he conceived to 
be! he trne interests of providing the best possible 
arrang1~ment.. 

* Mr. COWLI•JY : To his mind there was no 
imnpemble rlifficnltv in referring the matter to a 
t::e1ect cnmtnittee. HowevPr, if the Government 
dntermined to oppo'e that conrse, he would be in 
f"vonr of the amendment of the hon. member 
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for Croydon, whose schedule was much better 
than that of the Government. The reason why 
he wished to refer the question to a select com­
mittee was because there were so many amend­
ments before them, not onlv those of the bon. 
member for Croydon, but others relating to the 
names of electorates, and all those qnestions 
could be decided by the select committee. He 
was satisfied that, if the committee was chosen 
from among members on both sides who had a 
desire to arrive at a definite conclusion, it would 
greatly facilitate bn"iness. He did not for 
a moment suppose that the recc>mmendations 
of the committ(le would be accepted absolutely 
by the House, but he did believe that their 
relJort would be the basis of a common uncler­
stan.Jing, and that business would be expedited 
to a gn•at extent. He failed to see that his pro­
posal would take anything like three weeks, as 
the Chief Secretary said. It would more likely 
take three clays. As far as he could ascertain 
the population of each proposed electorate under 
the proposed new schedule was much mnre equal, 
and as that was the first time when Queensland 
would vote under the principle of one man one 
vote it was desirable that aB nearly as possible 
they should give the electorates equal voting 
power. ]'or that recson he should oupport the 
hon. member for Croydon's schedule if nothing 
better was proposed. 
* The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G. 
]'oxton, Carnarvon): It seemed to him that 
the appointment of a select committee could 
have no other object than that of eliciting 
information, but they already had before them 
whatever informati.m was desired. They knew 
approximately the popnlation, and they knew 
accurately, according to the latest returns, the 
number of electors in e"'ch of the State electo­
rates. He rlid not see that a. commit.tee could 
give them any more inform:ttion than they had 
got on that point. It had been pointed out also 
that no member of the House woulrl be bound to 
follow or support the conclusions which might 
be arrived at by a committee. The seiect 
committee would probably be cnmposed of 
members who held different views on the 
subject;, and he failed to see that they wonlcl be 
one bit further forward when their report was pre­
sented than they werp at the present moment. 
He wanted to say a word or two about the ques­
tion raised by the hnn. member for Flinders in 
connection with I he fact that Charters Towers 
was placed in the federal electorate at pre,;ent 
called Flinders. As had been before mentioned, 
he (Mr. Foxtnn) was primarily responsible for 
that fact, and for the original schedule of 
electorates as it was submitted to the Press some 
months ago. In that connection the remarks of 
the hon. member for Rockhampton North, in 
which he described the federal electorate of 
Herbert as a monstrosity or something of that 
sort, also applied. Now, so far as the uonndary 
between those electorates was concerned there 
was no difference between the schedule proposed 
by the Government and that proposed by the 
hon. member for Croydon. The boundary between 
those two electorates remained the same in both 
schedules. He believed himself th11t it was a 
perfectly legitimate boundary to :tdopt, because 
the interests on the two sides of that boundary 
were distinctly different. It mig-ht be, and no 
doubt it was the case, that the Herbert ,·cas a 
peculiarly shaped electorate, bnt it was '1 C'>astal 
electorate, and embraced all the inferests on the 
coast which might be said to be covered by the 
tertn "trnpiC'~l..l agriculture." 

J\!Ir. MoDoN.Hil: \Vhat about the mining 
industry? 

The HOJVm SJ<JCRETAllY: The minin!! 
industry wns not of vrry groat huportanco i~1 
that part.icular portion. 

Mr. lVIoDONALD: Not the Chillagoe and the 
Pal mer? 

'l'be HOME SECRETARY: If the hon. 
member would consider for a moment it was 
difficult to arrive at any other boundary there 
wir,hout a great disturbance of the proportional 
electoral power for the different electorates. ]'or 
this reason : As had been pointed out by the 
Chief Secretary, they would be for the present, 
and practically for all time, bonncl by the con­
ditions which obtained with regard to the State 
electorates so far as their boundaries were con­
cerned. It would never be found convenient, he 
b"lieved, f,r this colony to have a separate cotn­
piltttion of electo1 a! rolls for the ]'ederal Parlia­
ment. To a large extent it seemed to him 
unnecessary, and there was not the slig-htest 
doubt that it would be a very complicated and 
very expen"ive matter. The compilation of the 
rolls for election to this Parliament cost a 
very large sum of money yearly, and the 
compilation of a complete and separate set of 
electoml rolls for the federal elections-assuming 
that they did not follow the boundaries of the 
States electorates, and the rolls could not be used 
for the don ble purpose-would also cost an equal 
amount. In his opinion that was a very gmve 
objection to adopting any such course, unless 
there was very serious necessity for d•>ing so. 
They c0uld not of course pick outJ the different 
interests in each el< cturate, and give them 
separa'e representation. That was not prac­
ticable. 'I' hey must take as far as possible the lines 
which, rou"hly speaking, would embrace in any 
particular electorate the leading- industries of that 
electorate. Charters TowerA, Ravenswood, Croy­
don, Genrgetown, and Clnncurry were all mining 
centres. A large mining interest existed to the 
we't of the line which divided Herbert from 
Flinders; and, unquestionably, the member for 
I<'linders, or Kennedy as he might be termed in 
the Federal Parliament, would be distinctly a 
mining member. Of course, they knew that it 
'"as also a large pastoral district, but the pastoral 
interest there was a mere fleabite in comparison 
with the mining interest as far as voters were con­
cerned. Char<ers Towers alone, in population, 
would swamp the whole of the rest of the electo­
rate. Undoubtedly, the man repre.senting that 
electorate in the Federal Parliament would be 
returned by the miners in the district, although 
there were other industries there. In ex>tctly the 
same way take Herbert. The man who repre­
sented that electorate would practically represent 
the sugar industry, althoug-h there were other 
industries in the district of Herbert. There was 
the pastoral, and to some extent the mining in­
dustry in that district. Of course they conld not 
make divisions which were absolutely perfect 
with regard to the industries and interests in 
any electorate; but roughly speaking he was 
certain no better line could be adopted withont 
great disturbance of the relative numerical valne 
of the electorate as far as the electors in it were 

concerned. It seemed a very peen­
[ 4 ·so p. m.] liarly shaped electorate, but never­

theless it was one which commended 
itself to the colony as a whole. 

Mr. MoDoNALD : Why alter it and put the 
Greg-ory into it? 

The HOME SECRETARY: He was speak­
ing of the particular boundary between the 
H~rbPrt and Flinders, which the hon. member 
for Cairns and the hnn. member for Rock­
bampton had referred to as being an outrage. 
It was the boundary which was adot,ted in both 
schemes. He thought it was possible to arrive 
at a conclusion in the matter without referring it 
to a select committee. 

Mr. CowLgy: But there arc so many other 
amf'ndments necessary in order to make the 
whole harmonise. 
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The HOME SECRETARY: They could not 
eX[lect to g-et a Relect committee which wemld 
emhody the views of the House rts a whole; 
they would merely h1ve the views of five or 
seven member.> submitted to the House, :wrl the 
fact.s and information would not be added to in 
any way. 

Mr. KIDSTON (Rockhmnpton) argued that a 
select committee was de•<irable, not for the pur­
pose of getting information, but filr the purpose of 
settling details which it would be very inconve­
nient for that comn;ittee to settle. At present 
they could only properly discus.< the amendment 
of the hem. memher for Croyrlon, am! if that 
amendment was defeated that would enrl the dis­
cnssion, and the schedule as it stood w<>uld he 
passed. He wanted neither the schednle as it 
stood nor the schedule of the hon. member for 
Crnydnn. 

The Hmi!i: SECRRTARY: If you create a blank, 
other amendment' cttn be moved. 

Mr. CowLEY : If there is no hlank created, 
what then? 

The HoME SECRETARY: Then the majority of 
the Committee will be in favour of the schedule 
in the Bill. 

Mr. KIDS TO:-<: The schedule would be 
carrierl a' part of the Bill, and that w"uld end 
the matter. He did not think it was fair to ask 
hem. members to de.:i.de only between the 
schedule in the Bill and the schedule proposed 
by the hem. member for Croydon, when perhaps 
they did not want either the one or the other. 
If a select committee wns appointed t0 revise 
the schedule, they would go over it again nud 
rrgain in a way which that OommiLtefl could not 
do, for a Committee nf the \Vhole House conld 
deal with only one question at a time. It w"s 
said that if a select committee was appointed, 
the same discm;:sion would trtke 1Jlace again 
when they submitt<'d their report. His opinion 
wa' that if a select committee was appointed, 
and consi<ted of, say, three members from one 
side rmd four members from the other side of 
the House, and they broug-ht up a schedule, in 
all probability it would bel accepted without 
di:;cnssion. 

The Hmu;: RIWRE~'ARY : :'~To. 
Mr. KID::> TON: In n.ny Cf1se it wnnlrl in all 

probability he a fairer sche•dnln, not only to all 
p<trties, but <tlso to all districts in the colony, than 
either of the schedules at pre.sent htefore the 
Committ.ee, because it would have the considera­
tion of members of both parties in the drafting of it. 
The Government might, very well allow the hon. 
member for Croydon to withdraw his amend· 
ment, move the Chairman out of the chair, 
report progees,, and then refer the matter to a 
select committee. There wn.s nothing to prevent 
a select committee from bringing up a report on 
Tuesrln.y, and even if the adoption of that course 
die! delay the Bill a little, it would certainly give 
a great deal more sati-faction to tbe Huu,;e and 
the country. 'l'hey would at least know, even if 
they were not satisfied with thesehednle nltim:1tely 
adopted, that an attempt ha·! boen madt' to 
have it settled on fair and equitable lines. 

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns): There w::cs n. good 
deal in the contention of the Home Secretary 
that it wn.s almost imp:1ssible to mn.rk out any 
schedule which would give nni versnl satisfaction 
to every interest in the colony, anrl provide for 
equality of voters, equality of population, and 
cmnmunity of interests ifl each electorate. At 
the same time he agreed with the hon. member 
for Hockhampton North that whoever mnrked 
out the particular electorate in question com­
mitLed an outrage on any known system of 
representatiun. The hon. gentleman asked what 
commnnity of interest had Charters Tower.s, 
Croydon, and those other pbces, with Towns­
ville, or Cairns, or the \Voothakata electorate? 

He would ask, in reply, what community of in­
terests had Charters Towers with the pastoralists 
away on the South Australian border? They 
had no community of interests at all, commer­
cially or otherwise. On the contrary, the miners 
of Charters Towers had commercial interests with 
the people of Townsville, which was their port. 
The interests of the two places were so interwoven 
that it was impossible to separate them. 

The Hmm SECHE'rARY : How are you going to 
get the required number of electors in Carpen­
taria withont that divisi<Dn? 

Mr. G IV:FJNS : Croydon and Burke, and the 
mining districts west of C 1irns, had far more 
cornmnnity of interests with the port of Cairns 
thou they had with the squatters on the South 
Au,tmlian horder. It w;ts nonsense to say that 
all those electorote' included tropical agricul­
tural interests. 'fhe eh,ctorate of Woothakata 
had valuable mining interests, and in time 
to come they would probably be the most 
v.1luable mining interests in the colony. From 
what the hem. gentleman said, that would 
come under the head of tropical agriculture 
industry. And the electorate of Cook also, 
ih present and prospective importance almost 
entirely depended on a mining basis. It had no 
interest whatever in tropical agriculture. The 
proposed federal electorate there was the largest 
in the colony; it had a strip of coast 1,000 miles 
long. 

The Hm!E SECRETARY : And for 500 miles 
there is ""'ucely an elector on the coast. 

Mr. GIYENS: It was self-eYident that the 
electorate had been frn.med for the ex;:>ress pur­
pose of returning a representative to the Federal 
Parlimnc·nt of the same political colour as the 
present Governn1ent, and for no otht1r pnrpose. 
He wi,hed to point out that av electomte could 
be formed here which had the requisite popula­
tion and number of electors, and which had an 
almost perfect commnnity of interests. If the 
Mackay, Bowen, Townsville, Wootlmkata, 
Charters Towers, anrl Kennerly electorates were 
grouped together, there wonld be the requisite 
popnlation, anrl one of the most compnct elec­
torates in the colony. The number of electors 
was 13,2:12, ·with vPry la.rgo interer.;t'1 in contmon. 

Mr. ,JAOKHON: \Vhich industry would pre­
dominate? 

Mr. GIVRNS: If iht>re was any predomi­
nating interest it wonlrl be the mining interest. 
Townsville relied much more on the mining 
industry than on tloe sugar industry. Indeed, 
there would be hardly any 'fownsville at all but 
for the mining industry. Yet the Home Secre­
tary had grouped the electorates in the proposed 
Herbert division on the ground that they had a 
commtmity of interests. They had a community 
()f political interests, and the grouping had been 
made from that point of view and none other. 
As far as the Gulf electorates were concerned, 
it was to their interests to be connected with 
the coastal <li.<trict, which was their commer­
cial outlet. As 't mutter of fact the time was 
not very far distant when their principal outlet 
would b" on the eastern coast. \Vith Cairns, 
Bnrke, Croydon, Carpenta.rw, and one or two 
othArs to make up the requisite number of 
population and electors, there wonld he a.notlwr 
very good federal electorate, and political bias 
would not be shown as it was in the way that 
electorate was marked out at present. From 
communications he had received, he was satisfied 
the people there were not satisfied with the 
electorate as proposed. At Cairns the people 
were entirely dissatisfied at being shut off from 
the elec! orat<s immediately to the west of them, 
while they were attached to electorates to the 
south of them, with which they hac! very little 
community of interests. There were only three 
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sngar-mills in the C"'airns and \Voolhakata electo­
rates, so that it could not be said that the para­
mount industry there was tropical agriculture. 
Both there and in the Cook the mining indnstry 
largely predominated, and their future prosperity 
depended upon it. Tbe hon. gentleman had no 
ground for saying that the Northern divisions 
had been marked out in the schedule be0ause 
they had a community of interests. Anybody 
looking at the map, and knowing anything about 
the facts, could see that the closest possible con­
nection existed between Bo·wen, Tovvnsville, and 
Charters '1'owers. As he h.:td said, Townsville 
wonld hardly exist bnt for Tiavenswood, Charters 
Towers, and the mining districts of the \V est. 

The Hmm SrWRETAl\Y : The hon. member 
wants Charters Towers to swamp the whole 
electorate. 

Mr. GIVENS: He did not want anything of 
tl;e kind, and it was unlikely anything of the 
kmd wonld take place. Mackay, Bowen, 
Herberton, Charters rrowers, Townsville, and 
Kennedy, would make one of the most compact 
electorates in the cnlony, with a perfect com­
munity of interests, and· it would contain 13,2ii2 
voters. The nurr,ber of voters at Charters 
Towers was 4,826, and if 4,82G could swamp 
13,252 it was a thing quite new to him. R vision 
was undoubtedly reqnired, and f,,r that reason 
he was in favour of the suggestion of the hon. 
member for Rockhampton North, that the matter 
should be referred to a select committee. That 
seernPd to him the be.<t way out of the difficulty. 
No one could arrive at a decision that would 
satisfy all p.-,rties, but it was possiLle for as ·lect 
cornmittPe to arrive at a better solution than any 
they had had yet. A select c >mmittee chosen 
frotn both sides d the House would go into the 
matter thoroughly and imparth-,lly, without 
being handicapped by any politico l 1:-ias, and 
they conld devi·e a scheme of federal electorates 
which would be more accerJtable to the House 
an·i to the country generally th:.n eit.her the one 
before thern or the alternatr ve pro] .osced by the 
hon. member for Croydon. That s< emed to be 
the opinion of hon. members on bo:,h sidue, and 
the Chief Secretary might very well agree to it. 

Mr. SMITH (Bowen): This was a most impor­
tant qnestion, and there was no use in hon. mem­
bers opposite trying to make out that it was a 
party question, when the Government said it was 
not a party question. He wanted to say that they 
were getting very little further forward, and if 
they continued as they were doing there would 
be a great deal of diwussion, and nothing woul<l 
be done. The question before the Committee 
was that the words propo·:sd to be r,mitted 
should stand part of the schedule, and they could 
not discuss the whole question as it ought to be 
discussed on that motion. If that motion wa.s 
lost thrre would be no further opportunity of 
discussing the schedule, and they wanb d to 
discuss it fully and see what sho,Jld be done. It 
was absurd to say that the lines marked on the 
m:tp provided for electorates with a community 
of inten"ts, and he was very sorry the Chief 
Secretary opposed the sugge-:tion to refer the 
schedule to a select committee. He was not 
aware whether the schedule of a Bill could be 
ref<>rrt'd to a select committee. 

The 0HIR1' SRCRETAHY: That is the difficnlty. 
Mr. SMITH : If that was so it was a pity, as 

the Committee of the \Vhole could not con,id,n· a 
question like that which required tl:mt the facts 
and figures should be carefully gone into, and the 
map carefully studied. 

The CHIEF SI-DCRETARY: HA was anxions 
to make some pr,,gress with the Bill, and sug­
gested that the Oornmittee should consider the 
schedule, divi,ion , by divi<ion. If the hon. 
member for Croydon would withdraw his 

amendment the original schedule could be pro· 
posed division by division, and tl:en the hon· 
member conld rm•pose the inclusion of elec­
torates he wanted inclmled in a certain division. 
The prePent di:;:cussiun was ain1less, and he 
wanted t~ Inake sorne progress. 

Mr. BH.O\VNE: He also wanted to get on 
with the Bill, but he did not tbink the proposal 
made by the hon. gentleman would make much 
difference. \Vhat he suggested was that the 
words proposed to be omitted should be ontitted, 
and then, when they had created the b!ank, they 
could fix up the new schedule divisi.m by divi­
sion, and any hon. member could propnse any 
amendment he liked. 

The CHIEI<' SECRETARY reminded the 
hon. member that the apprehension of the Com­
mittee was tbat the blank would not bn created. 

Mr. KIDS1'0N: That is the danger. 
The CHIE:F SJ~CRETARY: And if the 

words remained in there would be no opportunity 
of further d :aling with the matter. He sug­
gested, therefore, that the hon. member should 
withdraw his amendment and let the original 
schedule come before the Committee, and be 
dealt with division by division. 

Mr. BROWNy;: If the feeling nf the Com­
mittee was agctinst the creation of the blank, 
what wa.s the use of going through the farce of 
proposing amendment~ on the schednle line by 
line? If the Committee agreed to create the 
blank, th<m any mot.ion might be made to fill it, 
and any other amendment would be the same as his 
amendment, as the matter would then be in the 
hands of the Committc;e to make the schednle 
what they p]P,sed. 

'rhe CHIEF SECRETARY: The Govern­
ment bad no objection to allow the blank to bel 
created. 

HONOURABLE jyJJDIBEHS: Hew, hear! 
qnestion-That the words proposed to bo 

om1tt~d 
1
stancl part of the schedule-put aud 

negat!vn". 
Mr. ST~PHRNR: Divide! Let us see what the 

Cornrnittee want~. 
HONOUHARI,J;; MEMDEHS: Ynu are too late. 
Mr. JHlO\VNJ<; proposed to adopt the sugges­

tion made, nnd would move his amen<lment 
division by division. He pr.lposecl, as the first 
words to be in.·erted in the blank created, the 
following:-

Division: Darling Downs-Anbigny, Camboo:va, Car­
narvon, Cnnningham, Dalby, Drayton and rroowoomba, 
and \.Varwiek. 

The CHAIRMAN : There seems to be some 
difficulty about di,cussing the 'che­

[5 p.m.] dule line by line; hut I may tell hon. 
member" that they can move any 

amendments on the amendment ; that the 
amendment before the Committee will now be 
treated in the same way as the main quPstion. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY moved that the 
words "Carnarvon" and "llalhy" he omitted 
from the Darling Downs division, with a view of 
placing them in divisions subsequently to come 
under consideration. 

Question -That the word "Carnarvon," J•ro­
]'osed tc• be 'mitted, stand part of the amend­
ment-stated. 

Mr. l\TcDONALD: It appeared to him that 
the Chief Secretary was really proceeding to 
insert the original schednle of the Bill. 

The CnmJ<• SECHETAI\Y: That is for the Com­
mittee to decide. 

Mr. l\1cDUNALD: The Committee had 
alrutdy decided to knock out the schedule of the 
Bill. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: To create a large 
blank. 

Mr. ?ITcDON ALD: Tt amounted to the same 
thing. He thought it would be really better to 
discuss the original schedule, and th<tt should 
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have been done at the very first. The Committ3e 
were now being asked to discuss the matter in a 
back-hand sort of way. \Vhat was the use of 
creating a blank if they were going to fill it up 
with what had be<m omitted? He could see the 
dit!icultv the Committee was in. 

Mr. GROOM (Drayton and Toowoombct) would 
likE' the hon. g·entleman to state his reasons for 
~triking out the 'Xords "Carnar\'on" and 
"Dalby." The Committee had decided to create 
a bl:wk, and it seemed to him that the hon. mem­
ber for Croydon hac\ been caught in a trap. As 
had been said by the hrm. member for Herbert 
with rr"gard to the origi11al proposal, there had 
been a laudable attem[Jt to make the whole of 
the electorates eqnal in point of population, so 
that there would be an equnlisation of n']Jresen­
tation-not th~t one n1mnber going into the 
l<'ederal Parliament would represent 4,000 elec­
tors and another 9,000. The hon. men>ber for 
Croydon soue;ht to obtain equal repre>sntation. 

Jvir. BHOWNE: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. GROO:YI : He could say from personal 

knowledge, that the Darling Downs would be 
one of the mc"t easy constitunnci, s in the whole 
group for candidc.tte~ to contest, becn.nKe they 
would be able to reach every centre in that 
division by mil; but by odding C:trnarvon nnd 
Dalby, they would have to travel 300 or 400 
miles by coach or buggy in order to reach every 
centre, But he took a higher stand than that. 
Hon. ill<'tnbers were bound to take into con­
sid,,ration the intere"ts of the electors themselves, 
and in CCLrnal'vnn, DCLlby, and the Darling 
Down.~, thr-re was n, cornwunity of interests, 
which should be recognised by the Committee. 
The 1Jm·ling Downs should be treated as one 
comprehensive wholP. It should be borne in mind 
tlHtt the electors in Carnnrvon h.td communicated 
"ith their member, the Home Secretary, pro­
testing against the injustice of omitting Carnar­
vou from the lhrling Downs divi,ion, and their 
ca'e shuulc\ be taken into con,ideration. Thr-y 
had been a'3nred that this was not " r;arty 
measnre, and he contended that the interests of 
the electors were paramount-above every 
other consid(~ration. lie believed the hon. 
member for D<Llhy's sympathies were with the 
amendment of the hnn. member for Croydon, 
and if that were so he hoped the hon. member 
woulrl ex pre's himilelf to that efiect. The 
intere.sts of theHe electorates would be seriously 
involved with regard to the tariff question, 
and it was important that they should have an 
opportunity of electing representatives who 
would pnt their views fairly before the Federal 
Parlbment. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He was very 
glad to hear the hon. mem\'er for Drayton and 
Too woo m ba give information as to the de&ira­
bility of including Dalby and Carnarvon in the 
Dariing 1 >owns electorate, but he wanted hon, 
members to understand that, in bringing in the 
schedule, it was merely done with a view to 
facilitating discus-ion with respect to the different 
divisions. He had not said that he would 
abandon the RChcme which he had proposed, but 
if he had insisted upon rejecting the hon. mem­
ber's amr"ndment, and on the acceptance of the 
schednl8 in the Bill, hon. g<>ntlemen would havA 
boen prevented from any suh,equent discussion. 
\Vith a. view of rneeting hon. men1her8, not with 
a view of abandoning the electorates as set out 
in the schedule, he had proposed the omission of 
Carnarvon. The schedule which had been intro­
duced by the hon. member diffend from his, as 
it gave a descriptive appellation of" Kennedy" 
t.JoJarge district which, in the Bill's schedule, was 
called" Flinders." He was prep:tred to make that 
alteratinn, but he thonght it was far better to con­
siderthisclau'lede nm·o. He was not breakingfaith 
with hon. members when he endeavoured, so far 

as he could individually without m:tking it a 
party matter, to remain true to his original pro­
prlsals. He might explain, in reply to the hon. 
member for Drayton and Toowoomba, that the 
reason why Carnarvon was not included in the 
Darling Downs was that it was considered more 
of a pastoral than an agricultural district, and 
therefore might be incorporated with the 
Mannoa. Dalby, from its geographical posi­
tion, was also supposed to be outside the true 
Darling Downs rPgion. JTor thot'e reasons, and 
in order to equalise the representation, it was 
considered that those districts should be placed 
in the M.arqnoa electorate. 

Mr. }~ELL (Dedi' !f): He wPuld certainl:y: rlis­
ahuse the hon. gentleman's mind of that 1den. 
He would like to know under what influencPs 
that impression could have got inside the hon. 
me m her's brain at all. He thought Dalby--

The CHAIRMAN : If you will allow me, the 
word propos(•d to be mnitted is "Oarnarvun." 
That uf Dalby will come as a second amend­
ment. 

Mr. GROOM: He mentioned both of them. 
The CHAIRMAN: \Ve must take one amend­

ment at a time. 
Mr. BJ~LL: He was not in the Chamber 

when the question was put, and he had been 
informrd that the \Vords were "Carnarvon "and 
"Dalby." As tbA Chairman said that was not 
so, he would reserve his remarks until "Dalby " 
can1e on. 

Mr. LEAHY: He would like to know how 
they were to eonsider the question at all unless 
they were to take Dalby and Carnarvon 
together? They were really' one question, and 
ought to be considered as one question. 

'fbe HOME SJWRE1'AHY: The one necessarily 
decides the other. 

Mr. LEAHY: They could not take a step of 
this kind, unless they knew what the next step 
was going to be. This opened up a very large 
question. The hon. member for Croydon had 
given notice of a certain motion, which he with­
drew afterwards. 

Mr. BHOWNE: I have not withdrawn any 
motion. 

Mr. LEAHY: No, a blank had been created 
with a view to certain thing, and the hon. mem­
ber fnr Croydon intended to propose certain 
things. He said 1hat, althongh the question 
before the Chair at the present. time was one, 
there was another question which was identical 
with it. They must discuss the queetion of Car­
nan·on in connection with Dalby. 

The HoME S!lCRE'I'AHY : It is a test question. 
Mr. LE.\HY : What he wanted to say was 

this-and if he was nut in order he was prepared 
to test the matter -he had no objection to Car­
narvon and Dalby both going out of the Maranoa 
and going into the Darling Downs, but he wanted 
it recogni,ed that South-w,stern Queensland was 
a district by itself, as well as the Northern nnd the 
Ct>ntral. If the South-western rlistrict was to be 
allowed to form a separate electorate, he wonld 
have no objection to Dalby being· included in the 
Darling Downs. Of course it would not have 
a large proportion of electors, but it would not 
be so much bt>hind some of the electomtes in 
New South \Vales. If Carnarvun and Dalby 
were added to the Darling Dowm; electorate, 
t»king into account the enormous area which 
the South-western district contained, and tbe 
very large interests which were concerned, he 
thought there would be a very respectable 
proportion. Taking into consideration the way 
in which they had worked it out in New South 
\Vales, it would compare with the same elec­
torate in New South \Vales, where there were 
large centres of population. They wanted to 
consider exactly where they were. If it wae 
considered that South-we,stern Queensland had 
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not a Rnfficicntly large population to form an 
electorate, what were they to put into it-what 
were they g"ing to substitute in the Maranoa 
district for the districts which were exci.,ed from 
it? Suppose they put the Gregory into the 
Maranoa, what community of interest would 
there be with it? 'What community of interests 
could there be with a di"trict which traded with 
Townsville, and a district which traded with 
Brisbane, Central Queensland being in between? 

The CHAIRMAN: Thehon. member will see 
no"· the confusion the Committee will get into if 
we allow more than one amendment before the 
Committee at a time. My duty is clear. The 
only amenrlment b fore the Committee is the 
omi.,sion of the word" Carnarrvon." \Ve cannot 
propose to omit one word in one pbce, and 
another word in another place. \Ve must take 
them one after the other. It may certainly be 
permitted to discuss two together, but if we allow 
amendments to be proposed all over the amend­
ment of the hon. member for Croydon, we shall 
fttll into the difficulty thrrt the hon. member is 
now falling into of going into other divisions. It 
will be mnch clearer to keep to the one question 
before the Committm. 

Mr. LRAHY: The ]JOsition was as clear as 
mud. 

'l'he CHAIRMAN: I think the remark of 
the hon. member is not respectful to the Chair, 
and the hon. member is in duty bound to with­
draw that remark. 

Mr. LEAHY said that he was referring to the 
whole position, and not to the Cr,airman's 
runarks. 

The CHAIRMAN: The remark was made 
just after I made my explanation, and I consider 
it was a most irnpmper one and most disrespectful 
to the Chair. 

Mr. LEAHY : He was not referring to the 
Chairman's remarks at all, but to the general 
position. He had occupied the chair himself, 
and hoj•ed he knew his duty to the Chair. He 
tvas referring, as l1e said, to the general position. 
The schedule had been before them in its originn,l 
form, then it hac! been withdrawn by the Govern· 
ment, and now it was hrnught in again. It was 
a hopeless muddle. He had made no proposition 
for the consideration of the Committee, so that 
he could not he exactly out of order. He wa" 
discuesing the amendment proposed by the Chief 
Secretary on the amendment of the hem. mem­
ber for Croydon. They wel8 not going to pro­
ceerl in the clark. They must consider what 
would follow the acceptance of tbc amendment, 
as the question would arise wlwther it was 
better to leave things as they were, or to 
agree to the Chief Secretary's amendment. He 
was not mixing up any other proposition with 
t.he question of the omission of Carnarvon and 
Dalhy, but they were so closclv associated that 
it was impossible to separate them. If the 
:mwndment of the hem. member for Croydon 
rmnained as it was, then they would have to con­
sider what woulcl be the position of Maranoa. 
It would have to haYe tacked on to it a district 
with which it had no community of interest, as 
it traded with 'rownsville. Of couree, if the 
Committee liked to do th:tt, it had the power. 
Ho had no interPst in the matter at all, but what 
he and other hon. members complained of was 
tlmt they were prcceeding very slowly, and a 
great rleal of the want of progress was the fault 
of the Gm·ernment. Jf the Government had 
nny functions to perform, one of them surely was 
to bring measnres before the Chamber in a con­
crete form, and they should know what they 
wanted. The Government brought in one 
schednle, and immediately said that tlwy were 
pre.parrcd to accept another. \Vh:tt was the use of 
trying to carry on on party lines if the Govern-

ment did not know what they wanted them­
selves? They might sit there for twelve months, 
and be no "forrarder," as the little boy put it. 
He clid not care what divisions were made, pro­
vided that some bu;iness was done; but no busi­
ness would be done on the lines on which they were 
proceeding. "\Vhat was the use of the Govern­
ment ··aying it wns not a party question, while 
the other side said it was a party question? Any 
side could make it a party questirm. He was 
afraid that, in his rleeire to avoid getting up 
frequently, he had mixed up a good many things, 
anrl that was the reason "by he might appear to 
b, somewhat boxed. He did not ettre two pins 
how the electorates were carved out; but they 
ought to be carved out so as to pay some con­
sideraticm to community of interests. 

The PREMIER tlwught the hon. member for 
Bulloo was hardly fair in his criticism. The 
Bill was not a p>uty measure, and he did not 
believe that a single member thought it was. 

Mr. CALLAN : I am certain it is a party 
question. 

The PRRMIER: \Vel!, it ought not to be. 
Mr. McDONALD: It iB now. 
The PREMIER: The Government believed 

th:<t they would get the opinion of the Com­
mittee hy proceeding as they were doing, and 
taking the divisions one by one. No hon. mem­
ber wished to make an unf,tir division. The 
Government did not profe•,s to have the whole of 
the knowledge of the community, but they 
believed that the division they proposed was 
as fair as it was po,sible to devise. The 
hnn. member for Cairns talked a great deal 
about \Voothakata, but it was not possible to 
divide that electorate, although part of it was 
coast>tl and part mining. \Vitb regard to 
Gregory, he maintained that the bulk of the 
trade of that district was done through \Vinton, 
and it ought to belong to I<'linders. Flinders 
wa.s devoted to mining and paHtoral purRnits, so 
that therB was a community of interests there, 
and thc're was the same identity of interests in 
regn,rd to the Centml division. There was as 
much ren.,on that the Routh should have :1 

dhh;inn of it:.:; own. It WftR impossible to make 
a tlivision which would please all portions of the 
colony, so long :lR tht:y had only nine- PlectorateR, 
bnt the (}nvernlnent hrtd n1a.de as fair a (livision 
as conld be made nnder the circnmstances. They 
had tried to please the Routh ; they had tried to 
pleas'· the Centre; and they had tried to pleaRe 
the North. Tbe hon. member for Flinders eaicl 
that Charters Towers and Townsville ought to 
go together, but it would he impossible tn get 
the n•1rnher of electors reqnired in the two 
divisions in the North if that were done. 

Mr. IVIoDoNALD: Their interests are common. 
The I'RJ<JMIER: He admitted that, but, on 

the other hand, on the ooac;t north from :Mackay, 
they bad a big district devoted to tropical agri­
culture, and certainly the whnle of that country 
ought to be in the one electorate. He thought 
the Maranoa ought to he the Southern division, 
for the re:tson that there was a comrr;nnity of 
interest in the different electorates which it was 
proposed to group to(,ether in that division. 
There would be the interstate commission by 

and by, and the member represent­
[4·30 p.m.] ing Mar.moa should certainly repre-

sent a group of elector::ttes having a 
community of interests in matters to be dealt 
with by that commis.sinn. Many hon. members 
wanted the colony divided into three for the 
purpose of electing senators, and now the Govern­
ment wanted to give representatives for three 
parts of the colony they said it was unfair. He 
did not see bow it was unfair if they wanted to 
preserve, to a certain ~xtent, the divisions of 
North, Centre, and South. 
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* Mr. BELL pointed out that a matter being a 
non-party question did not mean that the 
Government should abrogate its functions of 
leading the Hou,e. It meant that the Govern­
ment brought forward a definite proposal, but 
did not attach any particular significance to the 
result if the proposal was not adopted. 

HoNOURABLE Jl.bJii!BERS : Hear, hear! 

Mr. BELL: He thought there was some 
truth in the suggestion of the hon. member for 
Bulloo that there was a want of push on the part 
of the Gov<Jrnment in the conduct of their busi­
ness in regard to this particnlar Bill, aud he was 
not sure that the criticism might not be extended 
a little beyond this Bill. He suggested to the 
hon. gentlerr,an in charge of the Bill, and to the 
hon. gentleman at the head of the Government, 
that, though they regarded the Bill as a non-party 
one, nevertheless they were in charge of the busi­
ness of the House, and no opportunity should be 
lost of pushing it along. He hoped he might be 
permitted to refer to the inclusion of Dalby in the 
Maranoa division without being ruled out of 
order; and in the hope that it might be an 
example which some other hem. members would 
foll•lw, he would make his remarks as brief as 
possible. The reason why he considered that 
the su?gestion of the Chief Secretary should not 
be adopted in regard to the amendment was that 
Dalby was nudoubtedly a Darling Downs elec­
tnrate, climatically, geologically, and in every 
other aspect. The "cenery of the district and 
the nature of the employment of the inhabitants 
were typical of the Darling Downs, and un­
doubtedly diverse from what prevailed to the 
westward. It was not a very good thing to 
impute motives, bnt he was disposed to b~lieve 
that in some of the amendments and speeches 
made in regard to the arrangements of the 
electorates there was something else than pure 
disintere'.ted pv,triotism. He was not prepared 
to question the uona .fides of any h.m. member, 
but he was not sutliciently calculating as to be 
able to look into the future, and say it would 
not be a good thing for him to see Dalby in this or 
in that division. He preferred to look at the 
maiu question a' to whether the particular elec­
tomte had a community of intere't with the 
division in which it was proposed to include it; 
and he was insistent in regard to Dalby being 
included in the Darling Downs divi,ion. He 
imagined that after the Commonwealth Govern­
ment was formed we would find ourselves 
engaged in a fi~cal war, with the representatives 
of the agricultural industries on one side advo­
c·tting protection, and probably the representa­
tives of the \V est ern and pastoral districts in 
favour of a tariff which, if it was protectionist at 
all, would be much less proteCtionist. If they 
included Dalhy-and he ima,gined th~t this 
applied also to Carnarvon-if they were included 
with purely pastoral electorates, they would be 
out of touch, out 0f sympathy, and out of interest 
with the policy that the bulk of those \Vestern 
electorates would be disposed to support ; 
wherea,,, if they were included with the rest of 
the Darling Dowm electorates, there would be 
an absolute identity in r~gard to fiscal pro­
posals made in the l<'ederal Parliament. That 
seemed 311 overwheln1ingly strong point in regard 
to the quest.ion whether Dalby should be in­
clud,,,d in the We•tern pastoral division or in 
an agricultural division such as the Darling 
Downs. And no doubt that applied also to 
Carnarvon. He thought the hon. gentleman at 
the hc'1d of the Home Secretary's Department 
deserved some sympathy in the pooition in 
which he found himself. ,Judging by the Press, 
there was an overwhelming feeling in the elec­
torate of 0arnarvon in favour of being included 
in the Darling Downs division, and they 

knew that the Home Secretary was respon­
sible for the original schedule which in­
cluded Carnarvon in the Darling Downs, but 
the hon. gentleman, in deference to what 
was no doubt a legitimate Cabinet arrange­
ment, since the return of the Chid Secretary 
to the colony, found himself, in obedience 
to a well recognised constitutional principle, 
obliged to subordinate his perilonal opinion 
and scheme to the majority of his colleagues. 
Though he was acting constitutionally, the 
hon. gentleman deserved sympathy, and no 
doubt the hon. gentleman would be gh<d in his 
heart if he found that the amendment of his 
colleague was not adopted and Carnarvcn was 
includect in the Darling Downs. 

The CHIE:F SECRETARY desired to express 
the O[Jinion that be should not have been treated 
to the strictures just passed upon him, Ret·ing 
that he had afforded the hon. member for Dalby 
an opportunity of voicing, in his eloquent style, 
the claims of Dalby to be it1cluded in the 
Darling Downs division. If he bad insisted on 
adhering to the schedule of the Bill as introduced, 
the hon. gentleman would not have had that 
opp,>rLunity, and he ought to have been thanked 
by the hon. gentleman for affording him an 
opportunity of making a speech which was a 
very valuable contribution to the debate. 

Mr. BROW::\'E said his amendment had been 
before the hon. members for days, and several 
had promised to support the omission of the 
pre,;ent schedule and the inserticn of the former 
schedule. In acc"rdance with that the question 
was put to the Committee and a blank was 
created. Then he moved his amer,dment and 
the Chief i::lecreta> y then started to move amend­
ments upon his amendment. The hon. gentle­
men at the head of the Government in referring 
to the matter had a.,ain said that it was not a 
party question, and he practically left it tu the 
Committee to adopt the schedule of the Govern­
ment or that which he had proposed with any 
amendments in it which the majority might 
agree to. \Vith regard to the preS<'nt amend­
ment he took it that if one, two, or three placPs 
were proposed to be omitted or insmtecl they 
would have to discuss thP whole schedule and 
tbe bearing of the amendment on the whole 
schednle. The hem. members for Drayton and 
Toowoomlm and Dalby had expressed their 
opinions on the amendment from the point of 
view of tbe Darling Downs. He would not 
go into that fnrther than to say that he thonght 
they had made out a very good case, and that 
there was no community of interest between 
Carnarvon and Dalby and the \V estern elec: oratA.q. 
The Chief Secretary had referred to the que"tion 
of numerical representation, but he thought the 
figures he had before quoted were approximately 
as hir as any that could be given by the hon. 
gentleman. 'l'he amendnwnt proposed by the 
hon. gentleman would make the present disparity 
even gren,ter. At the present tim<•, the Darling 
Downs, one of the most important districts m 
the colony, would contain 11,023 voters. Under 
the amendment, as moved by the hon. gentle­
man, it would contain only 9,0H!'i voters, and only 
U,601 voters who voted at the referendum. He 
would give the figures again to show, approxi­
mately, what the different electorates would 
contain. Brisbane, 12,644; Darling Dowm, 
11,023; J?itzroy, 10,5tl1; Kennedy, !!,453; 
Herbert, 10,723; Moreton, 12,42G; Oxley, 12,581; 
Maranoa, 9,102; and \Vide Bay, 12,73G. Accord­
ing to the schedule which they had omitted, 
\Vide J3ay bad 14,000 voters, or 2,000 more than 
Brisbane. He did not think the hem. gentleman 
would contend that that was fair. He thought 
the Darling Downs being left in the schedule 
with 11,02:3 electors would be much the fairest 
and most equitable proposal. 
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Mr. HIG GS (Fortitude Valle!/): Hon. members 
might f(·el a littll' bit restive because more progress 
W<1S not being- made, but as a matter of fact they 
were J>rOc,:eding· very rapidly, in view of what the 
Chief S. ~retary said-that if the Bill went to a 
select committee the ochedule would take three 
weeks to decide. He thought they were entitled 
to have heard from the hon. gentleman when he 
proposed that Carnarvon should be struck out 
where he proposed to reimert it. 

The CHIEJ!" SECI\F.TAl\Y: Restore it to Maranoa. 

Mr. HIGGS: He thought there was a very 
uneqmt! di vi,ion of votes throughout the colony 
>~ccording to the second schc"me proposed by the 
(}overnm,-nt. The tirRt schen1e t\ as fae more in 
kf'er;ino· with the principle of one vote one value. 
'l'he h~n. member for Bulloo ],ad 8aid that in 
New Snuth \Vale8, althongh they had one man 
one vote, they did not rPcugnise the principle of 
one vote one vn.lue. 'fhf~t was a rni~take, because 
when they ad.rpted one man one vo~e they cut 
up the const,itnencif:'~ so as to conta1n as nearly 
as pos,-ible 2 000 voters. Under the Chief Secre­
tary'" propo:~al they should have about _half ~he 
nnmlwr uf voters in lVIaranoa n,.; were 111 \V1rle 
Bay. Mamnrmwonldcontain 7,574, and \Vide Bay 
14,161. In the schedule proposed by the bon. 
nwn1ber fdr Croydon thc~re would be sorneth1ng 
like 10,000 or 11,000 in each. If then; was a 
more equ:tl division of v.rtes he took It there 
w.mld also be a more equaldivision of interests. 
He was perfectly well aware tbat thev could not 
get anything like perfection in any di vis! on that 
might be made, bnt surely they could de-.:ISe smne 
means of getting- rid of such discrepanCies as be 
lu1.d mentioned, especially when the discrepancy 
was a.rrived at by placing two electorates m Mara­
noa which claimed to have intPrests altogether 
a.part from the majority of interests in that c'lec­
turate. Tbe proposed inclusion of Dalby in the 
J\.faranoa imtead of in tbe D<trling Downs elec­
torate would create a diversity of intere"ts, and at 
the sancetirne establish a very great discrepmwy by 
giving the pAople of the Maran0aelectorate double 
the represtentation given to other districts in the 
schedule. A select committee would discuss the 
schedule without tiring little quips about varty 
feelino across the Chamber. 'I'he appointment 
of th;hon. mem'rer for Croydon, the hon. mem­
her for Rockhampton, and the hon. me11>ber for 
J)raytnn and_ Toowootnba, J\.ir. Gromn, as repre· 
senting tb:tt side of the House on such a com­
mittee would give great satisfaction to !nembers 
on that side, and hon. members oppos1te could 
select four members for themselves, and be was 
sure th"t they would arrive at a better deci8ion 
than that C,nnmittee. The pr"bability was that 
members would become so tited and restless 
nnrler the long discussion that finally they would 
vote according to party, and pass the s.cherlule as 
proposed by the Government with all 1ts defects 
and faults. 

Mr. REID (Enoggcm) thought tbe Chief _Sec­
retary w"uld hcwe done very much better If he 
had stuck to the originai schedule, and was 
opposed to the amendment which bad been 
mo,·ed by the hon. gentleman. It was well 
known to almost evr"ry body in Queensland tha.t 
Dnlby was in the Darling Downs. 

JV[r. I~EAHY: Have you ever be'lrd of Go•mdi­
windi being included in the Darling Downs? 

Mr. RBID: He would refer to that mattrr 
pr._ .o;mtly. He had never beard tbat any doubt 
existed in the mind of anybody in Queensland as 
to whether D.t!by was in t,he Darling Downs. 
The feel in" of the people therR was to buy several 
large estat'::s and ha.ve them cut up into agricul­
tural farms,' so tbat there was evidence of a 
community of interests between them and the 
residPn1·s of tbe Darling Downs. Tbe Govern­
ment claimed that they desired to secure corn-

nmnity of interests in the different electorates. 
Tbe great fight in the Federal Parliament for a 
number of years would be over t~e tariff, and 
each indnstrv would contend for 1ts own ends. 
The South Zrf QuePnsland would fight a.gainst 
the Centre and North. The Vvestern va.rt of 
the country was " f.reetrade': ; ~~t D~ll?Y, like 
Darling l)cnvnR, wa.s ,, protectwn, and c·O Include 
it in the J\.1aranoa would be to do et great 
injustice to the people of th~t district. \Vith 
re"ard to Carnarvon the Darlmg Downs end of 
it nwas in the Da.rl\ng ])owns. The Goondi­
winrli divwion was clearly distinct from the 
Stanthorpe and Inglewoncl end, and the 
people of the Uoondi wincii. district c~mld votA 
in the J\.Iara.nna electorate w1tb those mterested 
in the past<•ral imlm,t.ry. Tbat conld be done 
without the slig-hte1st dif!iculty, ns tb" rol!s were 
comniled in divisi•ms. The schedule wh10h was 
orig-inally sul.omitted by the Home Secretary was 
well received by the whole colony, and he could 
not nnder"tand w by it had been altend by the 
Chief Secretary on his return from the old 
country for no argument ha.d been advanced in 
favour· ~f the alteration. The only argument 
USi;tl was that the Gooncliwindi interest was 
p storal, a.nd that clifliculty could be easily 
rcmedicd. The people of 8' anthorp_e and Ingle­
wood were against being inclndnd In l\Iaranoa; 
a.nd he would sugge.-t that llalby and those two 
divisions be included in the D ,rJing Downs, and 
be trusted the Government would see their way 
to ttgree to th"t sn~gestinn. 

The HO :VI I~ SEC}{ETARY: As representa­
tive of the district. which was rrwre immediately 
concerned, it was just as well that he should say 
a few words on the subject. He was really 
obliged to the hon. memher for Dalby for so 
happily putt.ing before the House an~ ~he country 
his (Mr. l<'oxton's) unf<;>rtnnate, p:>~ltiOn. Two­
thirds of the electors m hJS d1stnct were very 
anxious to be joined on to Darling Downs, as 
tbey recognised that they had alwctys had a com­
munity of interest with the Darling Downs. ~t 
would not be very long bdore that part of bib 
electorate would be essentially a farming district. 
He regard Ad the votP wbich would be given on 
tbe amendment purely as a test vote. If Car­
nnrvon w-as accepted a!'l part of the Rchedule, and 
the amendment of the Chief Secreta.ry. was 
rejected, tben he took it that would practwally 
mean tbe acceptance of the 'cbedule proposed by 
the hon. mPmber for Croydon. 

Mr. LEAHY: No; not. at all. 
The HOME SECRETARY: At all events, 

be wished to say that be did not see ho;v be could 
vote with his colleagues on that questwn. The 
furthest he could go with them was to refrttin 
from voting at ctll, knowing what a very strong 
feel ino· exi\oiterl in hiq elr;ctorate. 
Mr~:FOGARTY (.Draytc•nandToowoornua) sa.id 

he could not support tbe amendment 
[7 p.m.] movedbytheChiefSecretarybecause 

he thought thA motion proposed by 
the bon. me!liber for Croydon was a very proper 
one. The intereets of Carnarvon and Dal~y were 
id en I ical. The chief centres of population m Car­
narvon were Stanthorpe, Texas, Inglewond, and 
Goondiwindi, ami, speaking from personal know­
ledge, he could my, th.at nine-tenths of t~e 
people in those rhstncts were enga!'ed 111 

agricnlture. He challenged anyone to d1sprove 
that statement. Da.lby was not far from the 
centre nf the Darling Downs, find anyonA who 
knew the country must be convinced that it 
should form part a.nd parcel of tba.t elec­
torate. It was true agliculture might not 
be so extensi'e in the neighbourhood of 
Ihlhy as most of them would like to se!', 
but ·tbe rea.snn for that was the land m 
the vicinity of Dalby had not J;>een cut 
up for agricultural settlement. Speakmg as one 
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representing an agricultural centre, he affirmed 
that the interesl8 of Drayton and Toowoomba 
and Dalby were identical, and why they should 
be connected with the far \V est he was at a loss 
to know. The first proposal submitted by the 
Home Secretary with regard to the Darling 
Downs electurate was a very whe one. The 
hem. gentleman evidently recognised the com­
munity of interests, and grouped those elec­
torates together which bad one common interest, 
the interest being the :Jgriculture. No doubt., 
if bett.er facilities were offered, Dalby would 
become very clo,ely settled indeed. Around 
Stanthorpe there was an immense fruit-producing 
country. On the banks of the Severn, in the 
neighbourhood of Texas, there was some of the 
most magnificent land in Southern (lueensland, 
though circ:umscribed in area. A cun"iderable 
amount of settlement bad already taken place, 
and now ic was the intention of the Government 
to resume certain run' in that localit.y, that 
would lead to the additional settlement of 
people who would devote the whole of their 
energy and c:tpital to the extnnsion of agricul­
ture. \Vhy the Recond proposal was submitted 
he could not understand. The interests of 
agriculture, whether in the vicinity of Drayton 
and Toowoomba, or on the banks of the 
Severn, or in tbe neighbourhoud of the Bunya 
Mountains were exactly alike. For some 
time to eome the principal problem before the 
J<'edt•ral Parliatllent would be the framing of a 
tariff, and the member representing the Downs 
in the J<'ederal Parliament should go there as 
the member of an agrkultural electorate; he 
shouid have no divided, and pos,ibly cotdlicting, 
interests to serve, \Vithout speakmg dis­
paragingly of any other electorate, he believed 
the most important in the colony would l.>e that 
of the Darling Downs, the interests of which 
were almost entirely confimd to agriculture. And 
agriculture there was only in its infancy. It was 
only a matter of time--and a very short time­
when the present population there would increase 
at least tenfold, and it was absolutely necessary 
that the member reprrsenting such an electorate 
shuuld see that agrwulture was encour"ged, and 
its interests safely guarded. No country could 
be prosperons without permanent agricultural 
settlement, and for that kind of settlement Cc.r­
narvon and Dalby were eminently suitable. 
The Government were evidently becoming aware 
of the fact ,.hat land in those electorates was 
too valuable to be devoted to stock raising. The 
resumpt.ion of Glenelg would lead to largely in­
creased settJement, and Ghe same might be said of 
the magnificent country at the head of Treverton 
Creek. Country of that sort was never intc nded 
to remain as a .<hee]Jwalk till the end of time. 
The same thing applied to the \V arroo counlry, 
and though there was beautiful black s<>il country 
there he ventured to say it was in the same statP 
now as it was fifty years ago. That was not at 
all desirable, and, as the land was fit for any 
class of agricu!Lure, they wanted settlement to 
t:tke place there. The same argument would 
a[Jply also to Well town if the rainfall there was 
better. Under those circumstances he could not 
see why Carnarvon should be coupled with 
Thargomindah, as the in ten sts of the two dis­
tricts were not at all in common, and the:> knew 
there was country in the neighbourhood of Thar­
gomindah thnt was noc wm th a. peppercorn 
rental. He had said Pnougb to show that he 
intended voting for the amendment proposed by 
the bon. member for Croydon, and against the 
muis..,ion of Carnarvon frorn the Darling Downs 
electorate. 

Mr. PL UKKETT (Albert) thought the discus­
sion should have gone on long enough to convince 
the Chief Secretary of the desirability of including 
Carnarvon in the Darling Downs electorate. The 

hon. members for Drayton and Toowc,omba were 
in fa Your of it, and the strongest evidence in its 
favour had bet•.n given by the Home Secretary. 
He ho]Jed the Chief Secretary would accept the 
amendment of the hon. member for Croydon and 
let the business go on. He must say that when 
that schedule was originally announc.d he 
thought it filled the biil, and he had .llt".trd no 
objt··ction to it. 

Mr. STEW ~lRT thought it would take the 
ingenuity of a Philadelphia lawyer to unravel 
the want of principle upnn which the schedule of 
the Bill bad been founded. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : That is not before 
the Committee. 

'J he CHAIRMAN: The question now before 
the Committee is the omi,sion of the word 
"Ce<rnarvon," on the 1st line of the amend­
ment proposed by the bon. member for Croydon. 
The original schedule of the Bill is gone. 

Mr. ST.EIVART could not understand the 
reason for desiring to olllit Carnarvon from the 
Darling Downs division and include it in 
J\Iaranoa. 

Qnestion--That the word "C<trn:1rvon," pro­
posed to be omitted, stat1d part of the propnsed 
amendment-put and pnssed. 

The CHil~Ji' SECRBTARY: He was pl'8-
pared to accept the decision of the Committee tu 
inclmle Carnarvon as c<trrying wit.h it also the 
inclusic n of Dalby. 

HoNOUHABLE i\IE11IBEI\S: Hc,1l', henr! 
On "Division :B-,itzroy-Clernwnt, Ji'itzroy, 

Leicbhardt, Normanby, Port Curti,, Rook­
hampton, and Rockhampton l'\orth"-

The 01-liEF Sl~CRB~TARY: Looking over 
this dividion, which covered a very large extent 
of country, he thought they might improve upon 
"Fitzroy" as a fitting designation, and he 
moYed that the word "J<'itzroy" be omitted, 
with a view o~ inserting "Capricorn la." 

i\Ir. GLASSEY (Bundaberv) asked the Chief 
Secretary to inform the Committee why he 
dc,ired this amendment, e.specially as the hon. 
member for Gympie, Mr. Ryland, had given 
notice of a similar amendment. He thought 
"lf'itzroy" was an excellt·nt name fur the 
division, and he W<tuld like some explanation for 
the proposed change from Fitzroy to "Capri' 
cornia." If it was merely to tickle the fancy 
of some people, by giving the division a fancy 
high-sounding name, he would 'ate against tbe 
amendment of the Chief Secretary. \Vas there 
any other Fitzroy in any of t.he other colonies? 

i\fr. CALLAN : Yes ; in Victoria. 
Mr. GLASSEY: That was a reasona.ble 

ground for the change, and "Capricornia" would 
suit as well as any other name. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY thought the name 
"Capricornin ,, was nwre appropriate than 
"Fitzroy" for this division, because the tropic 
of Capricorn ran right through the he:trt of that 
electorate-much more so than the J<'itzroy River 
did. He would be guided entirely by the opinion 
of the Committee in the matter, as be wa.s not 
absolutely wedded to the change. 

Mr. CALLAN (Fitzroy) pointed out that 
there was another "JT1tzrov '' in Victoria; and 
so if the name of this division was "Filzroy," 
there would be two 'l1embers in the Federal 
'Parliament sitting for electorates of that name. 
He agreed with the proposal to change tbe nan.e 
to "Capricornia," because he did not think that 
the name "Fitzroy" deserved to be perpetuated. 
It was the name of one of the Governor-Generals 
of Australia in times gone by, who was not 
celebrated for anything that should cause his 
name to be held in esteem. 

Mr. RYLAND (Gympie) pointed out that it 
was necessary to change the name '' J!'itzroy" to 
"Capricornia," because it would be better to 
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have a sep:trate name for each of the federal elec­
torates throughout Austmlia, and again it was a 
more appropriate name than "Fitzroy." 

Amendment agreed to. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY moved that be­

fore the word "Clermont" the word "Barcoo" 
he inserted. Later on he intended to move the 
in,eertion of the word "i\Titchell" after the word 
"Leichhardt." That was to bring the Barcoo 
and the Mitchcll into the Capricornia divisicn 
-to restore the original Fitzroy division to the 
shape in which it appeared in the schedule in the 
Bill. 

Mr. BROWNE explained that he did not 
claim that there was anything original in his 
amendment. In fact, they were two Govern­
ment proposals ; and he affirmed that the original 
schedule was the best on tbe whole, and he was 
going to vote for that schedule, which he bad 
moved hy way of amendment. 

Mr. W. HAMILTON (Uregor1J) intended to 
support the amendment of the hon. member for 
Croydon, which reverted to the original "cbedule, 
which, as had been pointed out, had given 
general satisfaction. There was a greater corn· 
rnunity of interests between the districts men­
tionerl in the :Fitzroy division in the original 
schedule than there was between any other 
di"tricts in the schedule, and he believed they 
would give general satisfaction. 

!VIr. CALL AN intended to sU]'JH>rt the amend­
ment of the leader nf the Opposition. In the 
first schedule it had been proposed that Port 
Cnrtis should be part of the Fitzroy division. 
'The Government left that out, and the hon. mem­
ber for Croydon proposed to bring it in again. 
The Govemrnent left Port Curtis out, although 
they knew there would be a railway from Rock­
hampton to Port Curtis, which would bring the 
trade and commerce in those districts into unison. 
He thought that they had made the greatest 

mistake in trying to bring the 
[7'30 p.m.] Barcoo in with the lfitzroy, and he 

would oppose it in every way. The 
interests of the Barcoo were totally different 
ft·<>rn thostl of the Fitzroy. The Barcoo natmally 
belonsed to the West,~rn country, and its people 
wanted to be joined with districts with which 
they had a community of interest and feeling. 
Therefore he would SU!Jport the proposal of the 
leader r>f the Opposition. 

Mr. KIDSTON: He had much pleasure in 
supporting the amendment proposed by the 
Chief Secretary. He thought, eo far as Fil zroy 
or Capricornia were concerned, the second 
choice of the Government was decidedly better 
than the first. He thought that the division, as 
shown with the Barcoo and theMitchell included, 
wn,s a n1nch Inore natural flnd proper grouping 
of Central Queensland electorates than the one 
which was first su),(gested. Anyone who knew 
anything about these districts, knew that practi­
cally Hll the trade and commercial intercourse of 
the 'Barcoo and Mitchell was with Rockhampton, 
and that very fact made a common interest 
between Rockharnpton and the \Vest, and indi­
cated that they ought to be, as f>tr as posoible, 
as~oci,1ted together politie:1lly. He was quite 
willing to see Port Cnrtis inelnded; but he 
would rather see Port Cmtis left out tha,n that 
the Barcoo "nd th., JVIitcbell should be left out. 

Mr. FITZG F:RALD (i\1it,chr?i): It was amuoing 
to him to hear the members of the coastal districts 
dealing with vVestern electorates. The member 
for Rockhamp· on of course c. m tended that Rock­
hampton we~s the port of the W tst. It was the 
natural port no doubt, but what the hon. mem­
ber wanted to do was simply to boost up Rnck­
hampton. 1b a \Vestern man, however, he was 
about tired of Rockhampton, and he felt it was 
about time the \Vestern members combined and 
had a Western division. 

l.VfEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 
hear! 

Mr. FITZGERALD : He maintained that it 
was much more natural that P(,rt Curtis should 
be included in the Central rlivision than the 
\V estern district should be. Rnckhampton would 
always be a coastal district, and its whole political 
influence wonld be on the coast, because the 
towns of Rockhampton and Mount Morgan 
would naturally control the whole voting power 
of the district. The interests of a place like 
Hockbampton and Mount M organ were identical 
with those of Gladstone and Port Curtis. If, 
ho ,, ever, hon. me m hers looked 300 or ·100 miles 
ont \Vest they would nut find any agricultural or 
mining like there was on the coast, but simply 
rich paf.toral districts, which for years and 
yeare would be nothing but pastoral districts. 
Going nnrth to the Gregory, and south to the 
Warrego, it was all purely pastoral country. 
Did it not strike hon. members that it would be 
more natural and convf.'nient, and more to the 
interests of the residents of the far \V est, if 
thosedistrictswerejoinerl with districts which had 
identical interests with their own? If they did 
not, the fine \V estern districts would be repre­
sented by a man who, like the hon. member fur 
Rockharn[Jton, !mew nothing ahm1t the \Vest 
or its requirements. If those districts were 
banded together, they would he able to send at 
least one member r~own to the Federal Parlia­
ment who would repreoent their interests. He 
appealed to the members of the Committee to 
consider that. The \Vestern districts had not a 
very big vr.ting power at the present time, and 
they were consequently shuttle-cocked out of 
everything, but in a case like this, when they 
were trying to do the best for the future, 
hon. members should go into the matter c"re­
fully, and see that the \Vestern districts were 
grouped together, as they were proposed to be 
by the leader of the Opposition. He did not 
wish to raise any illfeeling between the vV estern 
people and the coastal residents, but he mally 
thought that if the propt"al of the Chief 
Secretary wa.s accepted, the representatives of 
the Central districts would be elected by the brge 
majority in the coastal towns. The Barcoo, the 
Mitchell, the Gregory, and the \Varrego, com­
prised the grandest pastoral country in Aus­
tralia-perhaps in the whole world-and their 
interests should be considered. He thought that 
the Barcoo and the Mitchell should both be 
includetl in the Maranoa division, and for that 
reason he supported the amendment of the 
lender of the O~r>Osition. 

Mr. GIVENS (Ca.irns) intended to support 
the original sugg"tiou made by the leader of the 
Opposition. He could not >ee why Port Curtis 
shonld not he included in the division of 
Capricornia, It was proposed to connect Rock­
hampton with Gladstone by rail in a short tinte, 
and when that was accomplished the inten-.;ts of 
the two places would be identical. It would be 
a very unwieldy electorate if it included Barcoo 
anrl Mitchell in addition tn Port Curtis. 

The PRE~IIER : They are all connected by rail. 
Mr. GIVENS: It would then he the largest 

elect•-rate in the colony, and would have over 
14,000 electors. As had been pointtd out by 
the hon. member f,>r Nlitchell, the inter, sts of 
the people in the interior were by no means 
identicrtl with those of the people of llockhamp­
ton. The coast towns appeared to be under the 
impression that the interior existed for the con­
venience of the coast towns, whereas the converse 
was the truth. The amendment moved by the 
hon. member for Croyrlon was 'imply the 
original proposition of the Government, who 
must have had some good reason for dropping it. 
He would ask the Chief Secretary what was the 
particular reason for the Government altering 
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their minds on the subject 1 The hon. member 
for Gregory suggested to him that he should ask 
the hon. member for Bulloo, as he would be 
more likely to get the information from him. 

Mr. LEAHY: You will never get any informa­
tion from the hon. member for Gregory, any­
way. 

Mr. GIVENS: The only man to whom he 
would look for informfttion was the hon. gentle­
man in charge of the Bill, who, so fflr, had given 
no sound reason why his amendment should be 
accepted instead of the ]'roposition of th0 leader 
of the Opposition. 

The PREMIER : They are connected by rail. 
Mr. LEAHY: That is an argument used by you 

to-night. 
Mr. GIVENS: The hon. member wanted to 

pin him down to that argument, but he would 
ask if the hon. gentleman would be willing to 
apply the same argument when they came to 
discuss the Herbert division? The fact of 
districts being connected by rail was a good 
argument in cnnnection with community of 
interests, but it had its limitations. It must be 
limited by the oize and population of the pro­
posed divisions. If it w11,; to hold goud in every 
case, it was an argument for including both 
Gladstone and Cunnamulla in the same elec­
toral division as Briobane, because they were 
both connected with Brisbane by rail. All 
those a-rguments h~td their reasonable limita­
tions, and he could not see why the original 
schedule had been dep,.rted from by the Govem· 
ment. The scheme of division proposed by 
the leader of the Oppositwn should commend 
itself to the jndgment of hon. nwmbers in pre­
ference to the scht~me of the Government. The 
districts of Barcoo and Mitchell should be joined 
on to the Maranoa division, otherwiee it would be 
a very small division, and the only rea,,on which 
had been suggested why that should not be done 
was that it was desired to make the Maranoa a 
certainty for some gentleman to be n<m,inated 
by the other side of the Committee. ·with the 
single exception of the hon. member for Hock­
hampton, iYir. Kiclston, all the Central members 
were in favour of the "'mendrnent proposed by 
the leader of the Opposition, as well as a 
great many South em m em her". Before he 
recorded his vote, he would like to know 
the reason which had induced the Govern­
ment to change their minds, and why it should 
be proposed tu make Capricornia by far the big­
gesG elecGorate in the colony, at the Sitrne tirue 
destroying the compacGness of an adjoining elec­
torate. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The reason why 
the Government had reconsidered the matter was 
that Barcoo and Mitchell had alwayo, been re­
garded as hP longing to the Central portion of the 
colony, and the same held good of Port Curt.is. 
He did not intend to move the deldion of Port 
Curtis; bnt some hon. member might choose to 
move that it be omitted. Hon. members seemed 
to run away with the idea that these were 
permanent divisions for the representation of 
Queen,land in the :B'<erleral Parliament. That 
was a mhtaken impression. They were merely 
formulating a tentative scheme under which 
presentation would be given ; but, when the 
census was tah·n next year, there was not the 
slightest doubt that there would be a redistribu­
tion of seats, and that Queensland would have 
incre.sed representation, which wonld nccessiGate 
an entirely different arrangement. 

Mr. J<'ORSYTH (Carpcntaria) intended to 
support the proposal of the Chief Secretary. He 
looked upon the Capricorni» division as the most 
compact of the lot except the metropolitan divi­
sbn, and,)£ the MitcheH and the Barcoo were 

taken out it would spoil the divioion. The idea 
with -sorne hon. members was to get as nearly as 
po,sible the same number of electors in en,ch 
divioion, but he did not think that was a matter 
of so much importance. In New South \Vales 
the numbers ranged from 0,5G8 to 15.936, and in 
Victoria fr<>m about 9,000 to about 14,000. He 
thought the country electorates should always 
have less than the towns. 

Mr. Tum,EY: \Vhat about \Vide Bay and 
Brisbane? 

Mr. :FORSYTH: Wide Bay had 11 very large 
nnmber, and he would be prepared to reduce the 
number; but what they wanted was to get the 
community of interests settled, and he could nut 
see that the Balonne and Bullno had anything 
to do with the Mitchell and the Rarcoo. The 
whole of the Mitchell and Barcoo trade went to 
Rockhampton ; the interests of thnse districts 
were identical with the interests of other elec­
torates of the Central district, and he saw no 
reason 'Why they should be put into another 
division. He wonld not vote for the amend· 
ment of the hon. member for Croydon under 
any circumstances. 

Mr. KI~RR (Ba1·coo) : Anyone who knew the 
Central district knew there was no comnmnity of 
interest between the iYiitchel! and the Barcoo 
dh;tric~s on the one hand, aud }1'itzroy and 
Rockhampton on the other. As to the trade 
goinf( to lt"ckhamplon, there was a very large 
anwnnt of the trade of the Barc<Jo and :Vlitchell 
districts th .t went to Cbarlevil!e, and then on to 
Brisbane, owing to the rates on the railway. 
-With regard to the alteration t.lmt had been 
made frum the origirml fichcdule, it had been 
publicly stated that the hon. member f,,r Dulloo 
had a good deal to do with the altertttion. 

Mr. J<'onsYTH: He says he had n<:t. 
Mr. KERR: If they wanted to put electorates 

that had community of interests into the same 
divisions, h<' claimed that the \V arrego, Barcoo, 
1:Iitchell, Gregory, Balonne, Bullon, and iYiara­
noa dbtrictR had a comrr1nnity uf interest. The 
people there were largely engaged in pastoral 
pursuits, m,d thPy had also a community of 
interest in being Crown Ieso.ees. If he were to 
consult his own individual opinion, and he were 
standing for the Federal Parliament, he would 
say that under tbe proposal of the Chief Secre­
tary it would he a very compact electorate: but 
he was there to consult the interests of those who 
sent him to represent them, and they believed 
that the first schedule framed was the one they 
ought to be under. Therefore he would vote for 
the amendment of the hon. member for Croydon. 
If there was a redistribution at some future time, 
after the census w<ts taken, and the people of the 
Mitchell and Barcoo districts consideren that it 
would he better for them to be included with 
Rockhampton and th<o Fitzroy, they could then 
be included in those electorates. 

Mr. BO-WMAN (Warrego) intended to sup­
port the prop"s,,] of the hon. mem­

[8 p.m.] ber for Croydon. He thought the 
remarks that fell from the hon. 

member for Rerbert respecting one vote one 
value were worthy of consirleratinn, and since 
the Darling Downs had been altered by the inclu­
sion uf Carnarvon and Dalby, tbat naturally 
weakened one of the rlivisions they had to take 
into consideration. Now, in the sclwdule pro­
posed by the leader of the Opposition, tbe 
:B'itzroy would hitve 10,959 votes and the \Var­
rego 9,582, and if the proposal of the Chief 
Secretary was carried out in reference to the 
Gregory, it being in the :B'linders division, then 
the ~faranua \Von!d have 5,484 \'nter~, which was 
altogether ont uf proportion. T<~king the pr<>­
posal as submittted by the Chief Secretary, the 
.B'itzroy would have 14,249 votes, which was ol)t 
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of proportion. The Bareoo, Mitchell, and 
Gregory could well come within the scope of the 
Ilfaranoa electorate. 

Mr. STORY (Balonne): He might be allowed 
to eay, as a man who knew something about the 
matter, t.hat there was no community of interest 
whatever between the Barcoo and Illitcheli, and 
the Bulloo and Balonne. Everyone who lived 
in the \Vest knew that travelling was now done 
from west to eaRt, and the people from west to 
east knew one another. There was no travel­
ling from north to south. The Barc·>o and 
Mitche!l were as foreign to the Bulloo and 
Balonne as the Gulf country was. The only 
time they saw men from the ::'forth was when 
they were coming down with c "ttle and sh<·"p. 
He considered it was a very happy divi.ion 
wben the Southern and Western Railway was 
taken as ne<1r the partition as it was possible 
to take it. It was impossible to make the 
railway the nnrthem boundary, because it ran 
through the \V arrego and Murilb districts, but 
they stopped at the northern boumhry of both 
those electorates, and they made the count! y 
from the Southern and \V estern R>til way to the 
border " perfectly compact electorate, where 
people knew one another, and where their 
interests were identical. The \Varrego belonged 
to them. They knew the Oharleville people, 
and fl'Om the far western boundary to the 
Thargomindah diotrict, as far as Dalby at any 
rate, they knew one another well, and they 
knew the \Van·ego people well, becan,ie they 
had to pass through their district in their 
travels to come to thP capital. North of 
that, they knew nothing at all about the 
people, and bad no interests in common wit.h 
them. In electing a member, it was well for the 
district.; to be so regulated that the but men 
should be well known. He did not think the 
hon. member for B-ncoo would be able to point 
out who were the three or four leading men in 
the Bnlloo, Balonne, or IIIamnoa districts. He 
was bllre the hon. memher for \Varrc•g,, could 
point them out a.t once. On the other hand, he 
(Mr. Story) knew n•>thing about the lea.diug men 
in the Barcoo and Mitchell. He waR altogether 
of the opinion of the hon. member for Rock­
hamptnn, Mr. Kidston, that the division had 
been made as well as it was possible to be made, 
as it was not possible to make the division 
exactly on the line of the railw>ty. 

Mr. LEAHY: As the Chief Secretary had 
pointed out, they must adhere as nearly as 
possible to the different boundttl ies which had 
been impressed nt~on thern, certainly ever since 
he had been in the House, and which would 
probably remain fur many years after he left it. 
There were three grGat divisions in the colony. 
and the contention was that, as nearly as possible, 
they should gmuv the electorates with couter­
lnlnon~ boundaried to those great division~. 

IIIr. BROW NE: He said he wanted to wipe out 
the divi,ions. 

Mr. LEAHY: Only with reg~trd to the Senate. 
Now, there were 150,000 people in the Centre and 
North of Queensland, and that was considerably 
less than one-third of the population. All those 
districts could claim therefore was one-t,hird of 
the representation, a11d that would be nHlrP than 
their share. Central quecn,]a.nd harl exactly got 
the quota, which was one-11inth part of the t;opu­
Jat.ion, and he thought that the whole of Central 
<..!ueensbnd should go into one electorate. 

::\1r. Bow~IAX: How would that apply to the 
Senate? 

Illr. LEAHY: That would apply to the 
Senate equ~ctlly as well a.s to the House of Repre­
sent<1tives if the pl'inciple of represencation was 
the same, which it was not. The difference 
bet.wePn the tw,,. was that the Senate was sup­
posed to revresent tLe whole S:ate, while the 

House of Hepresentatives represented the sec­
tions of the community with a community of 
interest. But the question was whether Barcoo 
and Mitchell should he excised from J<'itzroy, 
and he did not wish to be drawn olf that. It 
had been said a thous· nd times that if they took 
Barcoo and Mitchell out of Central Queensland 
there would be nothing ldt. 'l'he Mitchell was 
Otmtral Queensland. \Yhat they had to consider 
was whether the three great divisions were 
fairly represented in the people's House, and it 
seemed to him that Central Queensl::tnd wanted to 
encroach very rnnch upon Sonthem Qureneland. 
He was prepared to give the Centre a. large re­
pr,"sentation in the Hou'e of RepreHentative ·, 
and the Committee were giving them that, but 
they were not satisfied, and Wdrted to get a 
patch of Southem Queensland as wtll as o£ 
Northern Queensland. There wns neither reason 
nor argument in the proposal oft ho !Jon. member 
for Croydon in that instance, and he was very 
pleased to see that the hon. member fnr Rock­
hampton, Mr. Kidston, who WltS certainly a 
I>lnstintelligentmember(Opposition laughter)-­
He did not see why hon. members otrposite should 
be so anxious to seize an opportunity of poking 
fun at one of their 1nost prmninent nlr>Inbers; the 
great bulk of them had reason to be jealous of 
him, but he did not think they would dis­
!•lay their i•'alonsy by indulging in derisive 
laughter when he was spoken of as an 
intelligent member-at anyrate he was very 
pleased to s~e that he did not stPJport the pro­
pm,al of the hon. member for Croydon. As 
the hon. member for Carpcntaria pointed out, 
the Oenlral di,ision was a most concise division, 
and he trusted that whatever difference might 
arise between the hon. memb,>r for Rockhamptun 
and the hon. member for Fitzroy, the O«m­
mittee would see that justice was doue to that 
division. The •'enior member for Hockhampton 
had time after time brought forward motions 
affirndng that the whole of Central Queen,land 
shoqid be preserved intact for the purposes of 
election of members to the House, and made a 
motion to that effect the previous clay. 

Mr. Tl:RLEY : \Vhy did you oppose it? 
Mr. LEAHY: He did not oppcse it, and he 

pronJised the bon. member that he would support 
lt. 

JYfr. JENKINSON: You told me so. 
1\Ir. LEAH Y: He told the bon. member for 

\Vide Bay so, because it represented an exact 
quota of the pof<ulation of Queenslat:d. He had 
f1iends m>d some solid interests in Central 
Queensland, and he objected to the proposition 
of the hon. member f,,r o,·oydon, and hoped the 
Committee wonld not agree to it. 

Mr. BR.O\V]'i!E: ~'he hem. member for Ilulloo 
successfully tried on a little le;;-pnlling with •·ne 
of the hun. members for Itockbampton the other 
day; but he did not think the h<m. member for 
Rockhampton, Mr. Kidston, would suffer his leg 
to be pulled in the same way as his colleague had 
done. 

Mr. LJIAHY : There "as no leg-pulling; but 
you laughed .. t my speaking d him as an intelli­
gent lllPmber. 

Mr. BROW NE: They laughed at tbe awkwar<l 
way in which the hrm. member tried to pull the 
leg of an astute member like the hrm. member 
for Hockhampton. The h<m. member for Bulloo, 
referring to the question before the Committee, 
said he hoped that hon. members would not allow 
those two electore<tes to he taken out of the 
Oentml division. The amendment under con­
sideration proposed nothing of the sort, a.nd it 
wao profloRed, not by him but by the Oh :ef Secre­
tary. The subject under consideration was the 
cwginal schedule published by the Government, 
and it did uot include the Mitchell and the 
Barcoo in the Central division. 'I:Jw Chief 
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Secretary proposed, as an amendment on that 
schedule, that those two elecGorates should be 
taken from the \Varrego or 1faranoa division and 
put into the Central divisi.m. It was all very 
well to talk about those electorates being along 
the rail way line, and about their making the 
division c m pact; but if that argument had any 
weight, then Cunnamnlla and Gladstone should 
be grouped with Bri,bane, seeing that there was 
railway communication between those places and 
the metropcJlis. The Chief Secretary said he Wtts 
sticking to the Government proposals; but he 
was doing nothing of the sort. In the latest 
proposlll Port Cnrtis WliS omitted from the 
Central division, anri now the hem. gentleman 
said be was going to insert it in that division, so 
that he was not sticking to even that proposal. 
The inclusion of Barcoo, lYiitchell, and Port 
Um·tis in the Fitzroy division would give that 
division a population of H,240 electors, or over 
2,000 more than there were in the Brisbane 
electorate. Xo hon. member who knew the 
\Vestern country could say that there was any 
comtflunity of intere;t between it and Rock­
hampton. The Rockhampton Bulletin, the leading 
newspaper in the Ctmtral district, approved of 
the original schedule, but unreserved:ycondernned 
leavin.g o?t l'or~ Curtis, and i,rclu;Hng the other 
two dl8trids winch lmd been mentwned so often 
during the discussion. He did not think any 
sufficient reason hlld been given for including 
Barcoo and Mitchell in the 1Iaranoa. 

Mr. COWLEY: While admitting that there 
was a grellt deal of truth in what the hon. 
member for Bulloo had said, and that it would 
be very desirable, if possible, to keep those two 
districts in the Central electorate, he failed to 
see how it would work. If they took out the 
Barcoo and the Mitchell, the same argument 
would hold good with regard to the Gregory; 
and the Gregory must certainly go, too. Accord­
ing to the published table, the population of the 
Maranoa was only given as !l,l02, and the votes 
polled at the referendum were 5, 7fi0. If they 
took out the Barcoo, the Mitchell, and tb'e 
Gregory, that would leave Maranoa with only 
5,1Hl electors. If Gregory was to be restored t·o 
Kennedy, what was proposed to be given to 
Maranna? \Vhile leaving 1faranoa with only 
5,191 electors, it would give to the Cllpricorn 
electorate 14,452, or nearly three times the 
number. Surely they could not accept that, and 
unless the Chief Secretllry could show that if 
those were to be deleted he was going to substi­
tute some others to be included in Maranoa, he 
"hould support the schedule as proposed by the 
hon. member for Croydon. 

Mr. TURLEY (B>·isl,anc South): The hon. 
member for Bulloo evidently wished to pby the 
same game that he had. endeavoured to play 
amongst hon. members on his own side. He 
sought to throw the apple of discord amongst the 
members of the L:tbPur pe~rty so that they would 
play one off against the other, but he did not 
think their vanity w:ts so greHt that thev would 
allow him to do anything of the sort. The hon. 
member had been pouring treacle down the back 
of the hon. member for Rockhampton because he 
did not agree with the motion submitted by the 
hon. men1ber for Croydon. They had had one 
experience of the hon. member's tactics and 
they did not want any more. They we;e not 
inclined to allow him to exercise any influence 
over them again. 

Mr. LEAJ-IY : Then you admit I did influence 
you once. 

Mr. TURL EY : He would admit that to some 
extent they were once fooled by the hon. mem­
ber. They took his word for what it was sup­
posed to be worth, but they found out what the 
actual value of it was, and consequently they 
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did not intend to accept it any more. The hon. 
m em her asked them to look at the size of that 
particular electorate. \Vhat had the size of the 
electorate got to do with it? The hon men1ber 
might just as well ask them to look at the size of 
the Oxley eleotorak. 

Mr. LEAHY : Your own side has been ad va­
cating it to-night. 

Mr. TUHLEY: Not on account of area, but 
from the fttct thllt there were a certain number 
of people living in that elecborate, and a certain 
number of voters who were likely to record their 
votes for the person who stood for that divi;;ion. 
That was the main thing they were taking into 
consideration at present. They knew what the 
hon. member's politics were. \Vhen it Wlls a 
question of rabbits in the south-west it was a 
<Jeplorable country, not worth 5s. a mile, but 
when it was a question of railways being con­
structed out there it was the best portion of 
QuePnsland, and worth any amount of money to 
the State. The hon. member was endeavouring 
to pla.y the same sort of game in connection with 
those electorates. One or two evenings ago the 
hon. member was not solicitous for the protec· 
tion of his own particular interests in the Central 
district. Now he told them that what interests 
he had in Central Queensland he wi~hed to see 
protected. 

Mr. LEAHY : I did not. 
Mr. TURLEY: The hon. member said he 

had a large number of friends in the Central 
district, and he had considerable interests in the 
Central district; and that was the reason why he 
wanted to see--

l\Ir. LEAHY: I did not say that was the reason. 
Mr. TUltLEY : He took down the hon, mem­

ber's words at the time: That he had a solid 
interest in the Central district, and because of 
that--

Mr. LllAHY: No. 
Mr. TURLEY : \Vhat was the reason of the 

hon. member saying that, unless it was the 
motive actuating him in separating electoratEs 
whose interests were identical. It did not matter 
whether a person lived in the \Varrego, or the 
Barcoo, or the Mitchell, the Bnlloo, or the 
Balonne, their interests were identical as graziers. 
That was the chief consideration, and it made 
not the slightest difference where their wool 
went for shipment or whither their cattle 
travelled so long as they reached a market. 

.Mr. LllAHY : That shows your ignorance. 
Mr. TURLEY: Their particular interest was 

the representation of the pllstoral industry in the 
Parliament of the Oomm,mwealth, and that was 
the object they had in view. It had been 
pointed out by the Home Secretary that the 
reason he had divided the North in the way he 
had was becD.use in one of the divisions there 
was the great bulk of the mining industry. 
He pointed out that it was impo"'ible for him to 

include the whole of the mining 
[8 '30 p. m.] indu,try in the one electorate ; hnt 

he had endeavoured, as far as pos­
sible, to centre the one intere>t in the one elec­
torate. Now, the hon. member told them that 
the interest of a man away out on the border of 
South Australia was the same as the interest of 
a man living on the Darling Downs. Had the 
hon. member ever said that before in discussing­
any legislation affecting the Western country? 
Thev knew that on such occasions the hon. 
member had pointed out the diversity of interests. 
If the persons living in the Carnarvon and Dalby 
electorates felt that they had a grievance because 
the boundaries had been altered, their represen­
tatives should give effect to their views, and the 
hon. gentleman had interjected, so long a.s those 
people were satisfied, why should anyone else 
interfere. He denied that doctrine altogether. 
If a small number of people in one portion 
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of Queensland thought certain things would suit 
them, though they might he opposed to the best 
interesls of the rest of Queensland, the hon. 
gentleman said, "\Vho;e business is it, so long 
as they are satisfied ? " That was not the eort of 
thing that should be tolerated in Queemland 
politics. It was not a question of whether the 
people of the Thargomindah district or the 
person who was supposed to run for that elec­
torate were satisfied with the division or not. 
Th'' question was one which must be decided 
by the House, and he did not think they would 
find any number of people who wonld be satisfied 
with a division under which there would be 
7,000 persons in one electorate returning a repre­
sentative, and 14,000 in another also returning 
only one representative. Did the hem. member 
mean to say that a person living in the Barcoo, 
Bulloo, or Balonne was of such superior intelli­
gence that his opinion would be worth twice as 
much as that of a man living in the Wide Bay 
district? 

Mr. LEAHY: Twice as much a" yours on some 
subjects. 

Mr. TURLEY: And poeeibly twice as mnch 
as the hon. member's on other suhjects. But 
if the hon. member, voting for his own interests, 
"s he led them to believe he w"s-a,,d as the 
hon. member made the statement himself, he 
had no rigl!t in th"t House to deny it--

::VIr. LEAIIY: You know very well that I have 
denifd that twice, and that by the rules of the 
House you should accept it. 

Mr. TURLJ<~Y: He had s"id that the hon. 
member made a statement. 

Mr. LEAHY: And I say I did not. 
Mr. TURLEY: Then according to the forms of 

the Hous<·, as the hon. member bad said, he 
1mwt "ccept the hon. member's denial, but the 
hon. 1nember certainly caid something very much 
like it, and so like it that it was v-ry hard to t"ke 
anything else out of it. 'l'he contention of the hon. 
member fnr Croydon was correct, that the number 
of people had to be considered, "nd their object 
should be to secure that the representative of e"ch 
d1 vision they made ,hould represent as nearly as 
possible the same number of peuple. As nearly 
as possible it h"d been admitted th"t the first 
schelule issued met that, bnt when the second 
schedule was ismed they found that only 7,000 
people in the particular part of the country the 
hon. member for Bulluo represented were to 
return one represent,.tive, while from 12,000 to 
14,000 were required to return a representative in 
another part of the colonv. 

Mr. LEAHY: It is the House said it should be 
so. 

Mr. TURLEY: The House had not said it 
should be so. The first and second schedules 
issued had been issued on the authority of the 
Government, and the House had had no say in 
either of them. vVhat the Hou"e had done was 
simply to leave out the division the hon. member 
was W<>rking so hard to get because the Hou>e 
nid not tbink it just that the v<>te of " man in 
one part of the c ,]ony should have twice the 
value of the vote of a man in some other part of 
it. The question now to be considered was 
whether the Committee was going to resture the 
schedule which it had alre.:tdy decided should be 
left out. Wh<tt influences might be at work 
with the hon. member or anyone else Le did not 
know, but he was satisfied that the opinion of 
the bulk of the people outside ,. "s that the 
different divisions should be as nearly ab posqible 
represent,.tive of an equ"l number of electors. 

Mr. L:EAHY: He did not know that a per­
son"! attack upon himself h:<d anything to do 
with the contents of that clause, but evidently it 
had, from the remarks which the hon. member 
had just made. 

Mr. TuRLEY: You started it. 

Mr. LEAHY: 'fhe hon. member had "ccused 
him of not keeping his word, ""d had referred to 
a certain matter th:>t had cropped up last year. 
He had 'nly to sny, in reply to that, that if the 
hon. member would look "t a certain letter which 
ap!Jeared in the Worker, from the then l'rime 
Minister, and the hon. member's leader, lYir. 
Dawsnn, he would see that what he h"d said was 
absolutely untrue, and that Mr. Dawson said 
that he (Mr. Leahy) had never said a word to 
him that he did not keep. That was the reply 
he hctd. The hon. member had said a gre"t 
many other things "bout him th"t he need not 
refer to nuw. He need only say--and he thought 
every member of the Committee would agree 
with him- that " m"n whose ehuacter w"s 
known to be fairly good could not be traduced or 
disparaged by the bad tongue of a third-rate 
p<>litic;an. (Op}Jokition laughter.) Most men 
h"d done some things they would rather not 
have done, "ne! amongst the many things he had 
done the .one he was most sorry for was that 
which had the eff 'Ct of placing the hon. member 
on tbe front l'enches of that House. He re­
gretted t.h 't for the sake of the hon. member 
himodf,. for it had given the hon. member " 
swelled hec:d from which he would never recover. 
(Laughter.) Politicians would not be "!ways 
members of the House. HP might have to go 
ow:side and look for his living ag,.in, and the 
hon. member might have to do the same, and he 
would not like that an ex-Mini;ter of the Crowa 
should be hanging around the Government 
office's f'Jr a job at 30.s. a week. That was one of 
the things he was sorry for, and no action of hi~ 
again would ever tend to make the hon. mem­
ber's head larger tl·an it w"s "t the present time. 

Mr. 8T:EvVART: The anxiety of cert,.in 
h<,n. members on the Government side to main­
tain the integrity of the Central division, 
apveared to him very amusing after what bad 
happened in the Chamber riming the bst few 
days. Tbe hen. gentleman in ch,.rge of the Bill 
and others "'·scciatcd with him had told hen. 
membc·rs that they desirerl nothing better 
than that the term "Central division," as 
a geographical expression, sh,ulcl be wiped 
out, "nd it hr,d been wiped out. And yet 
theRe Iron. members were now peculiarly 
desirous of continuing the integrity of that 
division when it appeared to suit their own 
purposes. He was very much amused at the 
arguments brought forwardLy the hon. member 
for Bulloo, because he seemed snddenly poosessed 
with an extraordi1mry desire to serve the Central 
division. But in wh"t way did he propose to 
show kiudness to that di dsion? He was so kind 
as to propose to give the people there less 
P"litic"l power than the voters in any other part 
of the colony, bec,.use tb"t would happen if the 
Chief Secret,.ry carried his amendment. Hie 
(Mr. Stewart',) de,ire was that the people 
in the Central division should ha,·e as much 
political and vol ing power, rr1an for 1nan, as 
the reople in any other part of the colony. 
It' had been shown tfmt Capricorni" would 
be the largest electorate in (lneensland if 
the Ct;ief Secretary's ameedment was carried. 
It would have 14,250 electors. whereas in Bris­
bane there would only be 12,000, and in the 
Maranoa there would only be 5,000 or 6,000 
electors. Nothing showed more clearly than th"t 
the contempt hon. members opposite had for 
the people in tbe Central division, and he could 
come to no other conclusion than that they 
thonght that two electors in the Central division 
were oq ual to one in the l\1aranoa. He desired 
no such stig·ma placed ou the people in the Centre, 
because they were RS intelligent as electors in 
"ny other p"rt of the colony. Those were the 
reawns why he intended to support the amend­
m8nt of the hon. member for Croydon. The 
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hon. member for Rockhampton appeared to take 
an opposite view and he had given his reasons. 
Probably he wished to perpetuate the Cent.ral 
division, but he (Mr. Stewart) was not gomg 
to throw away the substance for the shadow. 
The Centre should have two members, bus 
instead of that they were only getting one mem­
ber fur over 14,000 people, while another elecl a­
rate would get one member for 7,000 people. 
That was not dealing fairly with the Central 
division. There had been a lot of talk about 
the community of interest beween the Barcoo, 
Mitchell, and Eockhampton; but there was no 
snch community of interest, except that the wool 
from the Barcoo and the l\Iitchell came down the 
Central Uailway and passed along the :B'itzroy 
to the open sea, and supplies went by the same 
ro11te. If a railway were constructed to the 
Gulf, all the wool from those two districts, 
would, he was sure, go to Norma,nton, or what­
ever port there might be in the Gulf. They were 
dealing with wmething more than mere geogra­
phical areas ; they were dealing with human 
beings, voters, and men--and he hoped 
that women would be included in the 
term· "voters" in the near f<Jture. They 
were not dealing so much with breeding of sheep, 
or the growing of wool, or the digging of gold­
those things were only accessories to human 
being.~. Hio contention was that as nearly as 
posoible every male adult in the colony should 
have the same voting power aA every other male 
adult voter in the colony. If they could not 
carry that out in its entirety they should make 
some attempt to get as near as possible to that 
desirable ideal. He intended to vote for the 
amendment of the hon. member for Croydon. 

Mr. Jl~NKINSON (Wide Bay): The hon. 
member for Eockhampton North had fairly placed 
hiA finger on the weak spot of this proposal during 
his few remarks. Looking at tbe map, it 
appeared that the two B!ectorates referred to 
really belonged to tlw Central division; b11t 
looking at the matter from a population point of 
view-and it should be home in mind that they 
werP. not dealing with acres but with electors­
it appeared to him most unjust to attempt to 
incorporate these two electorates in the divi­
sion of Capricornia. There would be 14,249 
electors in Capricornia ; but there was 
another corollary ; as he understood it was the 
intention of the Chief Secretary to endeavour 
to get Gregory taken from the Maranoa <tnd 
reinstated in Kemwdy-that would reduce the 
number of electors in that divi.ion to 5,484. 
He maintained that that would be altogel her out 
of proportion to the main ideal that they should 
have before thew; and that wo.s-a" mentioned 
by the hon. member for the Herbert-to have 
one vote one value as near as they possibly could. 
He he!ieved that the amendment of the hon. 
member for Croydon would go as near to that as 
they could possiuly get, and therefore he intended 
to support it, •nd vote against the amendment 
proposed by the Chief Secretary. 

Amendment-That the word '' Barcoo" be in­
serted before "Clermont" (the Chief Secretary's 
amendmen~) put; and the Committee divided:­

AYEs, 30. 
Mc%rs. Pllilp, Dickson, Rutledge, l\lurray, Foxton, 

O'Conncll, Da!rymple, Bell, ;vracdonafd.l\t.terson, Boles, 
GlasRcy, }IQorc, Forsyth, \V. Thorn. Kcogh. J..:I;JCkintosh, 
llanran, Bridges, J. C. CrilJb, T. B. Cribb, Bartholommv, 
rrooth, Stodart, Armstrong, Lord, Story, Stephenson, 
Stephens, Lcahy, and J. Hamilton. 

NoEs, 27. 
Messrs. Browne, Hardacre, Dawson, Fisher, Turlcy, 

Ken, Bowman, ::.\IcDonald. Lesina, Re id, ~Iaxwell, Dibl•:y, 
GivenR, \:V-. Hamilton, Jenkimmn, Groom, 1fcDonncll, 
Fogarty, l 11itzgentld, Camp bell. Callan, Dunsford, By land, 
Hi,;gs, Jack son, Stewart, and Cowley. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

The CHIEF SRCEETARY moved the inser­
tion of "Mitchell" after the word "Leichhardt." 

Mr. BEOWNE: Of course he was going to 
offer his protest against this proposaL The 
members representing that portion of the country 
had already entered their protest, but as the 
Government seemed determined to disfranchise 
the Central district to a certain extent, he sup­
posed they must do it. He thought that the 
people·of the Central district ought to know that 
the Government th,ught so much of them that 
14,24!! electors there were only as good as 5,000 
and some few odd ones in the J'daranoa. For 
what pm poses they did that he did not know. It 
sbowed the respect the Government and their 
followers had for the repre,entati ve of the 
Central district in the Ministry. He entered 
his protest against it, but he did not see that it 
wa." much use discussing it to any extent. 

Mr. CALL AN: The Chief Secretary had 
carried his proposal to include Barcoo in Capri­

cornia, and he now proposed to also 
[9 p. m.] include ;\fitchell. It was no good 

saying that it was a non-party 
f[Uestion, because it was a party question all 
through ; and the result of the Chief Secretary's 
action would be to give the whole of the Central 
division to the Labour party. 

Mr. FISHER: But we are opposing it. 
Mr. CALLAN : He was deeply interested in 

getting a candidate to stand f<>r the Central 
didsion, but there w>ts no use in it now. He 
had given up night after night to the Govern­
ment, but he would never again give them a 
single hour of his time. He conaidered th"t the 
Chief Secretary had Sc>ld the whole of his party, 
either thrcmgh ignorance or through something 
else. Those who had borne the brunt of all 
the recent night work had been thrown over by 
the hon. gentleman, and he stated emphatically 
that the course adopted by the Government that 
evening was one that made him utterly averse 
to them. 'rhe trouble was that there was no 
one else whom he could support, but at the 
same time he was not going to put himself 
ont a single bit for the Ministry any more. 
He entertained the greatest respect for the 
:Premier, but the way the Gcwernrnent had dilly­
dallied over the bminess of the country for the 
last two or three months was enough to make 
any man say that he would not support them. 
The Chief Secretary knew that he was doing 
wrong. He thought that the hon. member for 
Croydon was making a mistake from his point of 
view, although he took advantage of the hon. 
member's amendment; but the whole of Central 
Queensland had now been thrown over to the 
J .abour perty, and, so far as he was concerned, 
he would not suppc>rt the Government any more. 

Mr. KE RH thought the hem. member for 
Fitzroy had given the whole thing away. He 
had O)~enly stated that it was a party question. 

Mr. flTORY : There was no occasion for him to 
say that. The voting showed that. There was 
not a sin~le Labour member over here. 

Mr. KER.E agreed that it was a party 
f[Uestion, but it was not regarded as such by 
members of the Opposition. 

l\Ir. STORY : Ask the hon. member for F!inders. 
Mr. KERE: The hon. member for Fitzroy 

pointed out that the inclusion of Barcoo and 
Mitchell in Capricornia made that a safe Labour 
seat, but at the same time b:>th he ani the hou. 
member for Mitcbell had protested ag'tinst the 
inclusion of their electorates in the interests of 
their constituents. "£here was no doubt that 
the Government had made Capdcornia a safe 
Labour seat. 

Mr. STEJ;>[[ENS0:-1: You ought (0 be overjoyed, 
then. " 



1652 Ferleral Elections Bill. [ASSEMBLY.] Federal Elections Bill. 

Mr. KERR: They were not overjoyed. They 
were not fighting the Bill on p'"rty lines-­
(laugbter on the Government side)-but in the 
interests of the electors who sent them there. 
He quite sympathised with the hon. member for 
Fitzroy for the way in which he had been 
treated by his fellow-members on the o;her side, 
and be was very pleased that the action of 
the Government had made such a secure seat for 
Labour in Central Queensland. 

Mr. F I TZG ERALD : After the vote that had 
jnst been given, be could do nothing more than 
ent;er his prote-,t against the inclusion of his 
electorate in Citpricornia. They were cre11ting a 
division with over 14,000 elector~, while just next 
door to it they proposed to create another with 
only some ;), 000 electors. If the hun. member 
for Fitzroy wanted to find out the reitson for the 
action of the Government in including Barcoo 
and Mi tchell in Capricvrnia, he lmd only to look 
at the l\Iamnoa divioion. Thitt was a nice com­
pact little distl'ict now, but it miC(ht have been 
made a Lllbour seat if Bitrcoo acrd l'.litchell had 
been included in it, whereas, in its 1 .reeent form, 
it was a safe seat for some norninee of the Go­
vernment. 

Mr. BowMAN: He will have to fight f<>r it. 
1\Ir. ltEID itoked the Government what they 

intended to do with regard to l\Iaritnoa? They 
must see how ridiculous it would be to send 
down to the Federal Parliament the member for 
Capric :rnia representing over 14,000 electors, 
whilst the memb'T for the adjoining electorate 
of l\Iaranoa would only represent S<lme 5, 000 
electors. The Government l11igilt give Mitchell 
and Gregory to Mamnoa to make the position a 
little more equitable. The Government were 
getting themsdvcs into a ridiculous position. 

Mr. McDOJ'\ ALD thought that under the cir­
cumstances thev ought tu have some explana­
tion from the Government. Surely they were 
not going to hitve one electorate with 5,000 
electors, and itnotber alongside of it with H,OOO 
electors. 

Mr. LESIJ'\A (C/crmont): It appeared to him 
that the Government were not treating members 
fairly in refusing to give some adequate explitna­
tion in regard to creitting two constituencies 
with such a disproportion of voting power. 'l'he 
lVlaranoa would send to the Federal Pitrliament 
a man who would speak on behalf of 5,000 electors, 
while the member repre~enting the neighbourillg 
division would be speitking on behalf of 14,000 
or 15,000 p ople, Thitt was a division that 
would be condemned genemlly throughout the 
country. It itpjJeared to him it sham~ful job. 
There was no donbt that thP Government hacl 
striven to s ttisfy the desires of certain membere 
who hitd relat.ives outside inteuding to run fur 
the Federal Pitrlictnrent in creating this con­
stituency. 

1\lr. LEAHY: You have 110 right to meution 
anybody. 

Mr. LESINA: He did not mention anybody; 
but if the hon. member liked to fit the cap on he 
could do so. 

Mr. LEAHY: I didn't have a haltAr on. 
Mr. LESIXA: 'rhe hon. member might hitve 

a halter on t.oo by and by. Why should one 
man in the Mitranua have three times the vuting 
power of a man in the Fitzroy? He was satisfi,d 
thitt the Government would have to amend this, 
and if the question were taken outside party 
politics he was satisfied that members on the Go­
vernment Bide would vote for another distribu­
tion of the Fitzroy division. 
*HoN. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON: 
Having been- absent from the Chamber for it 
short time Lefore the division was taken, he 
wished to say that he waR informed by a tech­
nical mitn-an hon. member of this House­
that in one electorate there would be 11,800 

electors, and in the other there would be 13,800. 
That was not it very great disparity, hence 
he voted with the Government. So far as the 
new itll!endrnent was concerned, ritther than 
allow such a thing, even temporarily, until after 
the census was tabm, he would vote itgainst the 
Government proposal. He regretted that this 
explanation was neces,ary. He did not care the 
value of the lead pencil in his hand whether the 
sr:ctts were captured by Labour men, conser­
vative", or moderate men. \Vhitt he wanted 
was that evenhanded justice should be dealt out 
as nearly as possible having regard to the ba"is 
of povulittion and the number of electors. 

1\lr. LEAHY: It WitS itll very well for hon. 
members to talk about t.he cli,varity belween the 
numbers in different divisions, but who was 
responsible for that? The Govemment pro­
posed a measure which would give a fairly even 
representation to the two cistricts in question, 
itnd hon. members opposite knocked it out. 
\Vbo then was respc,nsible but those hon. mem­
bers? Under our present system there was 
much less representation in proportion to the 
population in the thickly vopulated coaot.>l 
electorates than in snch eltctorates a' the 
JHaranna and others in the interior. That was 
a well recognised principle. In the Bulloo there 
weru about 500 elector~; in the Gregory about 
GOO. 

Mr. REm: Abont 800. 
Mr. LEAHY: In the Citrpentaria electorate 

there were about 500. That would be an avemge 
of about 550 for the Gregory, Bulloo, and Car­
pcntitriit; whereas the average for the whole of 
the electoral dis ricts in the colony was about 
1,500. The hon. member for Car1 entaria had 
shown that the largest number of electors in any 
division in New South \Vales Wits16,000, itnd the 
smallest about 0,000-a difference of about 7,000, 
or nearly 2 to l. 

Mr. TURLEY: Here it is 3 to 1. 
Mr. I"EAHY : But New South \Vales was six 

times as thickly po]Julated as Queemlitnd. 
Queenslitnd had tv.icc the area of New Sonth 
\Vales, and that colony had twice the popublion 
of Queensland, so tbat New South IV itles hac! six 
times the density of population that there was in 
Queensland. 

Mr. 1IcDON ALD: The hon. gentleman said 
that members on that side were responsible for 
the difficulty that had itri-en, wben nobody 
knew better than he did th>tt it was the other side 
who were re"ponsible. If the hon. gentleman 
spoke bis n1ind he would blame the Government. 

Mr. LEAHY : I would not. 
Mr. McDONALD: In proof of that, they had 

the speech which the hon. gent!. man had delivered 
during t.he afternoon. The hon. gentlen:an at­
tempted to sbow thttt things were fitirly eqnitl, 
owing to the area of the country itnd the popula­
tion. "'hy, in the Cit'e of Fliuders, the voteis 
would number 10,c1H8, and in the case of 1\Iaranoa, 
5,000. There was a portion of the colony of much 
smaller itrPa than the l<'linders, yet with the 
representation of two to one, RO that the hem. 
g.:ntleman's Etrgument would not hold witter, 
By the original scheme, published hy the Govern­
ment, an attemvt was mitde to clas3ify certain 
industri :;, and make the voting power fairly 
'qual. By that scheme there was only the 
difference in voting power representf d by 9, 000 and 
12,00C. Then the Government came down with 
a schedu1e which made the difference as between 
7,000 and 14,000, and did not attempt in any 
""r'lY to give equal voting power in each electorate. 
Under thoee circumstances he thought some 
explan;;tion from the Government was neces· 
sary. 'l'be actuitl figures weie 5,484 in the case 
r,f the Maranoa ancl 14,040 in the case of the 
Flinders. That was too large a discrepancy 
altogether. Surely if the hon. gentleman WitS 
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desirous of making the Bill as perfect as J>ossible 
he would not contend that that was a fair tepre­
sentation for the 1\lamnoa. 

The 01-Il:El<' SfCCI-tETARY: The whole 
trouble had arisen through di,turbing the scheme 
originally proposed hy the Government. \Vhen 
once that was dis1 nrbed the whole equilibrium 
was destroyed. Had they allowed Carnarvon 
and Dalby to remain in Maranoa and not be 
tacked on to the Darling Downs, thev would 
have maintained the proper quota 'for the 
Maranoa; but, baving taken them ont, that 
reduced the number below 7,500, which it was 
originally proposed ehould be the lowest number 
represented by any constituency. 

Mr. McDONALD : The original proposal was 
9,000. 

The CHIEF SRCRETARY: The schedule 
attachPd to the Bill represented the Marauoa 
division as including Carnarvon and Dalby, and 
1ts number of electors would have been 7,574. 
Having taken those two electorate• out, of 
course they reduced the numher, and propor­
tionately incre~sed Capricornia. Althoug-h there 
might be some discrepancy between the numbers, 
that was inherent in any electoral system. Go 
to the m•>ther country and thHy wc.nld find a 
great preponderance of voters in the towns as 
against the small quota in the provinces which 
were equally repre,ented. If hon. members bad 
allowed the schedule to remain as it stood they 
would have no can se at that stage to make com­
phint, but once it was altered, then the whole 
scheme on which it was based fell to the ground. 

Mr. FISHJ<jR: The explanation of the Chief 
Secretary regarding· the crtuse of the trouble was 
certainly not a sufficient one, because he admittecl 
by accBpting the scheme of the leader of the 
Opposition that his own scheme was not good. 
He r,ccepted it becmJRe he "''w that the consensus 
of opinion was in favour of the amendment which 
was more just to all concerned than the proposal 
which had been made by the Government. An 
arrangement harl been come t1) by a unanhnous 
vote of the Committee, and it Wlls the hon. 
gentleman him,elf who was distnrl>inf< it by 
movmg that Rarcoo be adde<l to the new schedule, 
and he jnst.ified tlmt on the plea that he was 
endeavouring to f(Bt back to his origiJJal schedule. 
The Committee distinctly agreed to the schedule 
moved by the leader of the Opposi· ion, 
although he rt·cognised the fact that amend­
ment.~ had been made in particular electorates. 
The Chief Secrehry stated that the scheme of 

the Bill was as nearly as possible 
[9'30 p.m.] equitable and proportional with 

regard to the nnm ber of electors in 
each electorate. That was a misdratement. 
\Vhether it was a wilful misstatement made with 
the view of misleading outside people who did 
not know the circumstances, he was not in a 
position to say. The original schedule proYided 
that the lYiaranoa should have one member for 
7,7>71 electors, while the \Vide Bay and Burnett 
district was to have one for 13,1Gl. If that was 
the best effort the Government could make 
to devise a scheme under which one vote one 
value should obtain, then it was a very bad 
effort. He had protested agamst the scheme of 
the Government, ann he l'r<)tested more .,trongly 
against the Chief Secretary trying to mislead 
the public into believing that the Government 
scheme was an equita!Jle one, and that it had 
been disturbed by the leader of the Opposition. 
The scheme of the leader of the Opposition was 
a much more equitable one than that of the 
Government. The greatest disparity in voting 
power under his scheme was not more than 
2,000 votes, while in the other case there was 
a disparity of over G,OOO between the \Vide 
Bay and Bnrnett electorate and the .Maranoa 
electorate. 

HoN. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON under­
stood the Chief Secretary to allege that one 
reason whv the Government proposed to incor­
porate the 'Barcoo and Mitchell electorates with 
C<tpricornia was because Lhey had a community 
of interests with other parts of what had pre­
viously been called Fitzroy, and because the 
products of those two electorates went through 
Rockhampton. That was an argument which 
would not hold good with any of the other elec­
torates in the North-west or in the South-west. 
A community of interests did not lie in the 
channel of traffic for wool outwards. The com­
munity of interests in the several electorates 
was labour on one side aud the squatters and 
other employers on the other side:. The wool­
prndncer, whether he was a graz1ng farmer or 
a Crown lessee, din not care one pin what his 
port was as long as he got the cheapest port, 
and he did not want the route to port to 
interfere with the pnlitinl equilibrium in an 
important que~tion like that before tf'e Com­
mittee. Part of tbe outward traffic from Flindcrs 
w,mt to Townsville, part to Bnurke, and part to 
N ormantnn, while the traffic of the lower portion 
of the electorate, down to llonlia and towat"ds 
Bird,ville, went to Smith AuHtrali:t; and the 
supplies for those districts were received from 
the S"tme ports. The M:tmnoa sent prtrt of its 
pmducts to and recPived supplies from South 
Australia and I\ "w South \\"ales. There was not 
a great deal of it went to Cunnamulla or Oharle­
villc. The community of interests argument was 
shattered to atoms as applied to the incorpora­
tion of Barcoo and Mitchell with Fitzroy, and he 
thought the ultimate duty of the Minister would 
he to rPcommit the Bill. Hr> wished it to appear 
in Jfnnsard that on the rnisrepresentat.inn of a 
member of the H on'f• he made a mistake in the 
previous division, and he sincerely hoped that 
J\.Iarano>1 would be :mgmented-he did not care 
wh,·ther it W!1S partly from the south, partly 

' from the north, or partly from the east. \Vhat 
they had to consider wa' the interests of pro­
dncPrs, irrespecti,·e of whPre they sent their 
products, and to have regard to the number of 
hnrnan beings and the n1nnher of electors in 
each elect.,rate. One hon. member harl sftid that 
it had been the rule to give " grertter representa­
tion to out,ide districts. 'rh•> principal argument 
in favour of that was that those districts 
were wealthy, that they eontained millions of 
sheep and cattl•', and that prnperty should 
be repreoented. But those millions of sheep 
and catt.Je had disappearecl, and prope~ty 
could not be represented in the present 111-

sbi.ce, because it was not there. \Vith regard 
to the argument that that was only a tentative 
measure, and that when the census waH taken 
they would have a Redistribution Bill, he con­
sidered they would he setting· a bad example now 
by giving G,OOO or 7,000 electors to one electnr&te, 
and from 12,fi00 to 15,000 to another; and he 
would set his face against any such proposal. 
He dii! not believe in following the example of 
New South Wales or Victoria in this matter. 
He could not get away from the idea that there 
should be, a;; nearly as possible, parity of popu­
lation hetween all the different electorates. 

The PREMIER: They h:>d already decided 
th::tt Barcoo should belong to Capricornia, and 
the question now was what should be done with 
Gregory. He would suggest that it be put into 
Maranca. 

J\.fr. BROWNE said he would pa•s that ques­
tion by for the present. He was not going to 
allow the Chief Secretary to throw the onus 
upon him of disturbing any arrangement. They 
h~d had two :iifferent propositions put forth by 
the Government-one last August, and the 
other in the present Bill. This afternoon he 
moved the omission of the latter one, and the 
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Committee unanimously agreed to do so. There­
fore the proposition now before the Committee 
was the acceptance of the Government's original 
schedule, and it was the Chief t:lecretary who was 
wasting time by mtroducing arr.endments to 
disturb the armngement to which the Committee 
had agreed. One of the hon. gentleman's argu­
ments in favour of his amendment the hem. 
member for Brisbane North had partly dealt 
with. The bun. gentleman said there was no 
question of community of interests ; they must 
take into consideration the chanue's through 
which trade passed. If that were so, he would 
ask the Premier, who represented Townsville, 
how rt was that Charters Tow£rs, which w~s 
~mly 82 miles from Townsville, and with which 
It was connected by rail, was included in the 
Flinders electorate, the natural outlet of which 
was Norman ton, 400 miles away, aud with which 
there was no direct communication. Then with 
regard to Port Curtis, there was no channel of trade 
between Port Curtis and llockbampton. They 
were rival ports right oppcsitcl one another. Such 
an argument could only be described as absurd. 
The hon. gentleman was g-oing to 'tick to his pro­
gramme. Well, let them see if the hon. gentle­
man was game to omit Port Curtis from the 
Central division, and if he did not, what became 
of his argument about the channels of trade? In 
the case of Barcoo the principal towns were not 
on the rail way as the Premier had said. 

The SECRETARY ~'OH RAILWAYS: Barcaldine, 
the largest town on it, is on the railway. 

Mr. Bl{OWNE: Were Tambo, Blackall, Isis­
ford, and .Tundah on the r-ilwtty line? 

The SECHF;TARY ~'OR RAILWAYS: Their tmde 
all comes in to the Central line. 

Mr. BROWNE: It did not; but admitting that 
it did, were the Government on that argument 
prepared to accept the proposal of the hon. 
member for Cairns, and put Chartero Towers 
and Town•ville in the one electorate? They had 
made a big mistake in including Barcoo in the 
Central district, and the Premier said that 
Mitchell being- north of Barcoo, it would be 
absurd to propose that it should he included in 
the South; but he went on to say that is was 
quite a sensible proposal to put Gregory, that 
was north again of Mitchell, into the South. 

Mr. LEAHY: Gregory is south of Jlilitchell, too. 
Mr. BROWNE: The biggest part of it was 

north of the Mitchell, and had not the hon. 
gentleman at the head of thB Government made 
it a part of the north when he diverted the line 
from Hughenden to Winton? And now he pro­
posed to go right round out.ide Mitchell and 
Barcoo and juiu the Gregory on to the South, 
though he had previously claimed that it did not 
belong even to the Centre. The original 
schedule propPsed by the Government was a 
sensible arrang-en1ent, and every amendn1Emt 
moved upon it by the Chief Secretary only made 
n1atters worse. 

The CHIEF SECRJ;;TARY: It was due to 
himself to emphatically re1Judiate the statements 
made by the leader of the Opposition, and by the 
hon. member for GymJ'ie, who had preceded him. 
The arrangement which had heen made this 
afternoon was this: The schedule, as printed in 
the Bill, was before the Committee, and the hon. 
member for Croydon had moved the original 
schedule upon it as an amendment, with the 
1esult that a discussion was taking place on the 
two s~hedules at the same time, and the Com­
mittee was becoming thorollghly confused with 
the two schedules before hon. members, and 
no blank created. If no blank had been 
created, the schedule as printed would have 
remained, and there would have been no oppor­
tunity of amending it. It was with a view of 
allowing hon. members to de;cl with amendments 
upon the schedule proposed by the hon. member for 

Crc.ydon, that he had agreed to allow the omis­
sion of the schedule of the Bill to go on the 
voices. But he had not thereby indicated his 
acceptance of the schedule the hon. memb~r 
proposed in its entirety. He distinctly claimed 
the privilegP of moving amendments upon that 
schedule, with a view uf bringing it as nearly as 
possible into line with the schedule as appearing 
in the Bill. He thought under the circumstances 
it was very ungenerous that it should now be 
represented that the Committee had accepted 
the hon. m Pm her's schedule in toto, and that he 
had been a party to its acceptance in that way. 
If he had maintained the schedule as printed 
in the Bill, they would probably be till now 
discussing tbe question as to whether the 
blank should be created. Possibly when a 
division occurred no blank would have been 
created, and all the amendments since moved 
and that had been proposed, would have had no 
effect. By the course adopted they had made 
a useful amendment in including Carnarvon and 
Dalby in Darling llowns, and that would have 
been wholly lost. It was not right to say that 
the Committee or himself had accepted the hon. 
member's amendment without the opportunity 
for further consideration, when what he had 
done had been simply to withdraw the original 
schedule of the Bill, with a view to enable the 
Committee to consider the hon. member's schedule 
upon its merits. 

Mr. BROWNE : He did not contend that the 
hon. gentleman was taking any m:fairadvantage 
at all in moving amendments he had a perfect 
right to move, but he objected to the hon. gentle­
man saying that it was he who waH interfering in 
introducing amendments when he had done 
nothing of the sort. He bad not moved a single 
amendment of the schedule as he had fitst sub­
mitted it. 

The CHIF;b' SECHET.\RY: I never said so. 
Mr. HIGGS : That tr.mble would never have 

arisen had the Government adhered to their 
original proposal. After what had been said, 
there was no doubt that the original scheme had 
been arrived at after weeks of deliberation, and 
what had made the hon. gentleman alter hid 
scheme? \Vho had waited on the hon. gentleman 
and aHked him to make the alteration? 

Mr. STEWAHT: \Vho commanded him? 
Mr. HIGGS: Who commanded him? \Vas 

there any member of the Committee a follower 
of "the Govemment who had ordered that that 
should be done? He had never seen such an 
exhibition of weakness and hesitancy as had been 
exhibited hy hon. gentlemen opposite. Hon. 
members on his side had been charged with not 
following their leader, but they did give some­
thin(\" iike allegiance. They had one leader, but 
hon. gentlemen opposite seemed to have four or 
five. They had re9son to complain of the attitude 
of hon. gentlemen opposite, who said, "This is 
our second scheme, but we are in the hands of 
the Committee." How could they say they were 
in the hands of the Committee when the hon. 
gentleman representing the chief constituency of 
the colony complained that he had been deliber­
ately misled by a tactical manager on the other 

side? He felt satisfied that the 
[10 p.m.) time had arrived when they should 

surrender the reins of government to 
someone else. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Mr. HIGGS: No doubt he was slightly out 

of order; but the incapacity on the part of the 
Government had prompted that remark. The 
best thing the hon. gentleman in charge of the 
Bill could do would be to intimate to the Com­
mittee that he would ask that the Bill be 
recommitted, and then ,,ut Barcoo in the 
Maranoa. It would he necessary, in orfler to 
prevent a great anomaly, to put Mitchell in 
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with the Gregory. J'vitichtl! would then join 
with the Mar.1noa, and that would me11n that 
candidates would h11ve to travel over a gre>tt deal 
of country, but, as they would h'we to do that 
whether they liked it or not, 1,000 miles or so 
would be ntither here nor th<-re. He hoped the 
ban. gentleman would not feel piqued because 
the first sugf(estion of the Government had found 
hvour with hon. members of the Opposition. He 
should feel only too gl>td to see th>tt thA result of 
the first deliberations of the Governmcmt had 
given greao satisfaction to the generol pub! ic and 
to the Press-he should be quite clmrmed that 
the Courier had been gratified with his first pro­
position. 

Mr. REID felt very strongly on the CJUestion. 
The ridiculous position the Committee were 
placed in wao owing to n1it:nna,nage1nen t on the 
part of the Chief Secretary, and he seemed to be 
unahle to get out of the difficulty. He conk! 
not see why the hon. gentleman could not accept 
the suggestion with regard to the Mitchell. 
?'here were only really three principal towns 
m the Mitchell, and that country was easy to 
travel over ; besides, there was "coach travelling 
in that district three times a week. Everything 
was in favour of putting the Mitcbell and the 
Gregory in this division to equalise matters. By 
taking Port Curtis out of \Virlo llay and pu!.ting 
it into Fitzroy, and by taking Mi\chell out of 
Gregory and putting it into the Maranoa., the 
difficulty coulcl he got over. He could not undee­
stand the indifference of hon. members opposite 
on the fJUeetion, for if they passed the schedule 
as it stood, the puhlic would think they were 
drunk or mad. He thought the Government 
should reconsider the matter. 

Mr. McDONALD: If the hon. gentleman 
wished to get on with business, he should 
assure the Committee that the Bill would be 
re-committed, and then the Barcoo and the 
Mitchell could be put in the JVbranoa. That 
would be an easy way out nf the difficulty. 
The hon. gentleman must arlmit tlutt a mistake 
had been ma'le, and when the Cmnmit.t.ee found 
that such a mi.<take had been m<tde, it was the 
bounden duty of hon. members to try and put 
matters straight as soon as possible. It appeared 
to him that the hon. gentleman thouv.ht there 
was no way out of the difficulty. He hoped 
the Chief Secretary would accept t.he c;ugg-estinn. 
He would make another suggestion, seeing the 
tangle the Committee had got into--

'rhe CHIE~' SEC!le~l'ARY: There i" no t:tngle. 
Mr. Me DON ALD : Did the hon. gentleman 

really mean to say that it was a fair and 
equitable distribution of haYe G,200 in one 
electorate and over 14,000 in another? There 
would be a difference of about S, 000 between the 
Maranoa and the highest nurn\,er in any 
electorate in the colony. That was too great a 
difference. He suggested that they should 
adjourn, so that the Government could reconRider 
the matter and then come down with some more 
e(jnitable arrangement. 

HoN. T. MAODONALD-PATERSO.:\'": He 
had been wailing for an opportunity tn make 
some sul'!gestions, not exactly on the lines of the 
last speaker, but founded upon what had fallen 
from the lips of the Chief Secretary >tncl the 
Premier, that they were prepared to put the 
Gregory in with the Maranoa. The Premier had 
also observed that at the present time it was 
almost impracticable and unwise to try to 
put the Mitchell in the MaNnoa, seeing that the 
Barcoo intervened geographically between the 
Maranoa and the Mitchell. If hon, members 
had understood the relative positions nf the 
electorates in the list, the last division would not 
have been as it was. He was prepared to accept 
the suggestion of the Premier that the Gregory 

should be ad,led to the Maranoa, subject to the 
lliil being recommitted, and Barcoo was also 
added. Then they would have the Mitchell dis­
cussed on its merits. He thought that the Bill 
should be recorPmitted, and the Barcoo included 
in the Maranna, on the 'lnderstanding that the 
Gregory should immediately pass into that elec­
tontte. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Premier 
had already intimated that the Gregory woulcl 
be added to the Mamnoa. The leader of the 
Opposition had introduced the Gregory into hi~ 
amended schedule a; being part of the l\Taranoa. 
Therefore, the hon. gentleman's desire concern­
ing the Gregory would be gratified. He could 
not, however, hold out any expectation of the 
Bill beini< recommitted. The Government had 
very carefully considerer! the matter, and deter­
rnine<1 that these two e!tect,,rates were part and 
parcel of the Central distdct.s, and in that light 
they intenderl to continue to regard them. 

Mr. McDON ALD: Under the circumstances 
he certainly thought that the spe eh of the hon. 
gentleman was nut in the intr,rests of federatinn 
nor in the interests of the representation of this 
c •lony in the Federal Parliament. "When the 
hon. gentleman started to bruAh ttside the large 
differences in the numbers in the different elec­
tmate.<, he was not very sincere in his advocacy 
of this colony being fairly represented in the 
Ji'ederol Parliament. He contended that the 
first time tha\ the electorates were mapped out 
the division of population was fairer than any 
way in which it had been mapped out since. \Vhat 
was the mtnse of the alteration of the whole 
scheme? There was some great se~ret behind 
the novernment in doing it or the Government 
would never have allowed themselveR to be led 
into making the change. They harl said that they 
wonlll now end<•,wour to e(jnalise the clispropor­
tion " little, hut what was the object of not 
including the Barcoo? 

The CHrEB' SEcR~'rARY: \Ve have already 
deci,Jed it. 

Mr. i\fcDONALD: The hon. gentleman knew 
th:tt the Bill could b·' recommitted, and that, as 
a rrntter of fact, not a line in the Bill wae 
decided until the third reading h,ui been passed. 

'rhe OHIEB' SIWRE'rARY : You have your 
remedy at that time if you want it? 

Mr. McDONALD: It was no use the hon. 
gentleman talking in that way. If he thought 
that, he would not take np the }lecnliar-the 
extraordinary position that he had assumed. 
He had actually allowed hi~ own schedule to be 
wiped out, and the schedule of the leader of the 
Oppositinn put in its place; >tnd he was in the 
humiliating position of having to move amend­
ments in someone else's schedule. That was the 
po.,ition in which he ought to have forced the 
le•der of the Opposition. \Vhat hA (Mr. 
McDonald) wanted to know was why the hon. 
gent'eman had allowed th,, matter to get into 
this awkward position? Taking the Hgure.s as 
they stood, the position was simp'y ridiculous. 
Supposing their ordinary State elEctorates were 
in such a ])Q~it.ion--

lllr. STORY : So they are. Oomp•<re Bulloo 
with Oxley. 

Mr . .M0DONALD: How many electors bad 
Oxley got? 

Mr. STORY: ]i'our times as many as Bulloo, at 
any rate. \Ve cannot help that. 

Mr. l\IcDONALD: They could help it in con­
nection with that Bill. He believed that if there 
wa~ a mnrD equal distribution of the number of 
electors they would have far better repreeenta­
tion. The two rne 'lbers for Mackay represented 
abcmt 2,000 electors, while the two members for 
Charters Towers represented about 4,000 electors. 
Those two hon. members represented as many as 
half-a·dozen members on the Government s1de. 
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At the general election the two sides polled 
about the same number of votes, and yet the 
other side had fourteen or fifteen more member<. 
];ven if the Gregory was included in the Maranoa, 
the number of electors in that division "'ould be 
very small, and the Chief Secretary ought to re­
commit the Bill for the purpose of mabng the 
number of electors in the different divisions more 
equal. 

Mr. STORY: In order to make equal elec­
toral di•tricts, the hon. member for Flinders 
would have to take some of those who lived in 
the densely populated coast dbtricts and put 
them into vVestern districts; but that would be 
the most absurd jumble poseible. Although 
there were a great many more electors in some 
of the present electorul districts than in others, 
they secured better representation than they 
would by dividing the total number of electors 
by seventy-two. It might happen that there 
were really larger interests in a sparsely popu­
hted district than in a thickly populated district. 
He did not object to the inclusion of the Greg<~ry 
in Mamnoa so much, although they had little in 
common. 

Mr. REm : The Gregory has the same in­
dustry as the Maranoa. 

Mr. STORY: If he had had anything to do 
with the matter he would have> suggested that 
the colony should have been divided from vVest 
t.o East right across the colony, because then 
there would have been an identity of interest in 
the various divisions, and the people would all 
know the conditions under which the others 
lived; lmt the proportion that was n1ade by hon. 
members on the other side would lead to putting 
in the same division people who knew nothing of 
each other, and there would be a scramble for 
the se~tt among a lot of strangers. He was per­
ft ctly sure that, if they attempted to form elec­
torates on the basis of an equal number of 
electors, they would have worse representation 
than they had now. 

Mr. MoD ON ALD : He did not think it would 
be a good thing under the circumstances to put the 
Gregory in with the Maranoa. 

'l'he CHIE>' SrWHETAlW: It is Mitchell that is 
now under considerati:m. 

Mr. McDON ALD : Vi< ithout Gregory, JIIJ ara­
noa would have something over 5,000 electors, 
whilst, including Mitchell and Gregory, it would 
have 8,053 electors, and that would make a fair 
electorate. He could not see what objection the 
Chief 8ecretary had to thalc, but he, for one, 
would object to Gregory being put into JI.Iaranoa 
unless Mitchell wa,, also included. 

Mr. W. HAMIL'rON : I will object, too. 
Mr. McDONALD: After leaving Wintnn, 

the next place that thev would come to would be 
Cunmmmlla, if Mitchell was not included. If 

the Mitchell was put in anyone 
[10"30 p.m.] could go from vVinton to Muttaburra 

and Aramac and on to Longreach ; 
and if the Barcoo had been included in the 
Maranoa division, as originally intended, he 
could go down to Blackall and Tambo as well 
without going into another electorate. The 
Gregory had always been recognised as being in 
the Central district, and he did not see why it 
should not be left in the Central district. They 
were there to get the best repre,entation possible. 

Mr. BOLES (Port Cur·tis) : The arguments 
used by hon. members in regard to equalising thEJ 
number of electors as much as possible would 
apply very W8ll if they were dealing with elec­
tions for the State Parliament; bnt it must be 
remembered that the members going into the 
Federal Parliam8nt would repre,ent (~neensland 
as a whole; and he did not think it mattered 
very much whether one man represented a few 
tbomands more than another so long as there 

was community of interests in the electorates 
compri>·ed in th'e didsion he represent, d. There 
was no affinity of interest between the i\1iLchell 
and the vVarrego, except that both were pastoral 
districts ; but the J\litchell nnd Barcoo both 
belonged properly to the Central district. There 
were many other things to be considered besides 
population in connection with representation. 

Mr. FISHER: It was all very well for the hon. 
member to talk about men going from Queens­
land to the J<'~dernl Parliament to represent 
Queensland as a whole, but it must be admitted 
th:1t most of the important questions to be con­
sidered in the Federal Parliameut would be 
decided on party lines, and in electing the mem­
bers of the ]'ederal Parliament, those who 
believed in one fis<•al policy, for instance, would 
vote for the candidate ad vacating that policy, 
while electors believing in a different policy 
would vote for a different candidate. The hon. 
member seemed to think it did not matter 
much if there were 5,000 electors in one divi­
sion and 1\000 electors in another division; 
but the 15,000 might be in favour of one side 
on a fiscal question and the 5,000 might take 
the opposite side, and the 15,000 would have no 
more power in the Federal Parliament than the 
5,000. If the hon. member applied his argu­
ment to the Senate there would be some rmson 
h1 it, because the Benators were suppor,;ed to 
be elected to represent the interests of the State 
as a whole; but there was no doubt that- a 
member of the House of Representatives would 
consider he was rep resenting the electors of his 
district best by voting with the party whose 
policy he considered best in the interests of A UR­

tralia as a whole. ]'or that reason it was laid 
down that represent,;tion shoul<l, as near as 
pos ;ible, be on a population basis. He trusted 
n,s liberal a view of the qnesti,m as possible 
would be taken, so !hat there might be as few 
inequalities in the representation as could be 
arranged for. 

Mr. GLASSEY: He had given his vote on the 
last occasion for the addition of Barcoo to the 
Central district, and he would give it agaiu for 
Mitchell bein.: added, bec._use he thought the 
addition of Mitehell and ]hrcon wunld make the 
electorate more compact than it would be with­
out them. No doubt they should provide as 
many facilities as possible for candida! es reaching 
the electors by making the districts compact, 
and in that instance there would be special 
facilities with 400 miles of railway running 
through the district. 'l'hat would enable candi­
dates to come in touch with the electors in most 
parts of the district. A considerable amount 
of heat bad been shown over the dispa1 ity in 
the number of electors in one district and in 
another, and whene,er they could equalise such 
matters it was no doubt their duty to do 
so, hut the inequalities which existed were as 
nothing when c•-mpared with the inequalities 
which existed in the case of the Parliament of 
which they were all at present mfmbers. vVhat 
were the facts as far as that House was con­
cerned? 'l'he Toowong electorate had 2,:163 
voters, Toombul had 2,104, while Mnrilla had 
745. W oollom:gabba had 2,20!! electors, "hi le 
Bnrke had ii/8. These three electorates together 
had 6,li7u electors, while i\Iurilla, Bullon, Bnrke, 
Gregory, Carpentaria, and Norman by had only 
3,971 electors. Yet hem. members had gnt 
terribly excited because there was going to bo 
some disparity between the number of electorR 
in one federal el6ctnrate and another, though 
they were prepared calmly and quietly year 
after year to allow the pr• sent state of affairs 
to exist in the local I'arliament. It was only 
on such occasi0ns as the present when their 
enthusiasm broke ont, and they were prepared 
to insist that each electorate sh(•Uld contain an 
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absolutely equal number of electors. He ad­
mitted that the population in the various federal 
electorates should he equalised as far as possible, 
and perhaps the schedule which first appeared 
was the best under all the circumstances, but, 
inasmuch as that had been disLurbed, surely hon. 
members ought to be content to have the dis­
tricts carved out in as moderate size as possible, 
and with such equality of electors as was possible 
under the circumstances. Hon. members should 
recognise the facts of the case, which were that 
this cnlony, with its immense territory and sparse 
population, could not be carved into a nurn ber 
of districts which would have absolutely similar 
number of electors. 

Mr. FISHER: It was very nice fr,r the hon. 
member for Bundaberg to lecture younger mem· 
hers of the House on their want of warmth in 
not attacking the system of representation which 
11uw prevailed in the colony, but the h<m. mem­
ber must know that thev were not all constitued 
alike, and could not always get warm and heated 
on a subje,;t which was not before the House. 
The hon. member had discovered that worse 
anomalies existed in our present system of repre­
sentation than would be established under that 
schedule, and as a reformer he was prepared to 
continue such anomalies in federal representa­
tion. As to the argument of the hon. member 
that if Barcoo and Mitchcll were added to 
Fitzroy it would be more convenient for can­
didates to get round the distric,, that was a 
very poor argument to come from an hnn. mem­
ber of the c•pacity of the h<m. member for 
Bundaberg. They were not legislating for the 
convenience of candidates, but for the con­
venience of the elect >rs, and for the c0nvenience 
and welfam of the colony, even though candi­
dates should be put to great inconvenience. 
Such an argument was unworthy of the hon. 
member. 

At four minutes to 11 o'clock, 
The CHAIR VlAN said: Under Standing 

Order 171, I call upon Mr. Stephens, the hon. 
member for Brisbrme South, to relieve me in the 
chair. 

Mr. S'!'EPHEXR took the chair accordingly. 
Mr. W. HAMILTON: 'l'he hon. member for 

Bnn<laberg stated that one of his reasons for 
approving of Barcoo and Mitehell being attached 
to the Central division was that it would afford 
candidates greater facilities for getting around 
the electorate. "\V ell, it was proposed to attach 
the Gregury to Maranoa. If that was done, a 
candidate who we.nted to go from "\Vinton to 
Charleville, would have to traverse two inter­
vening electorates ? Was there ever such a 
ridiculous proposition made as that? They had 
got into a bungle, and their great mistake was 
in not accepting the amendment of the leader of 
the Opposition in ylobo. As the member fc'r 
the Gregory, he would have supported the 
Gregory being attached to Barcoo, Mitchell, 
and what was formerly called "\Varrego, because 
they had community of interests, but he would 
enter his protest against it being attached to 
Maranoa. 

Mr. REID : The Government had got them 
into a mess by deciding to leave Maranoa with a 
little over 5,000 electors, while the adjoining 
electorate had 14,000, and the \Vide Bay electo­
rate 13,000, and they did not seem to have the 
sense to get out of the mess. \V hat members on 
that sirle were anxious to see was a fair and 
equitable rlistribution of representation according 
tn the interests and numbers of the people. 
"\Vith reference to the airy way in which 
the hon. member for Bundaberg had lectured 
n1embers of the House, he mig·ht say that 
the hon. member handled that question in 
the same way as he usually handle<! figures. The 
hon. member had sought to show that there 

was a disparity in the number of voters in 
several electorates as represented in that House. 
The hon. member wanted Gregory to be included 

in the Central division, because it 
[11 p.m.] would make it more compact. They 

were there to do justice to the in­
dustries and the people of the colony, and from 
that point of view it did not matter whether an 
electorate was complete and compact or not. 
Not very long ago, under similar circumstances, 
the hon. member for Bnndaberg would have 
been thundering against the Government for 
bungling. Now he got up almost every night to 
defend, and to say how intelligent and good and 
wise they were. The best thing the h<m. mem­
ber could do would be to go over to the other 
side altogether. 

Mr. GLASSEY: The hon. member for Bunda­
berg will accept no dictation from the hon. me m· 
her for Enoggera. 

Mr. REID : The Government were so well 
aware of the hon. member's failing that he did 
not suppose they would take him as a present. 
Even the hon. member must admit that they had 
got into a bungle, and the trouble was how to get 
out of it. If that was all Parliament could do, 
the sooner it was sent about its business the 
better. But the Government persisted in ignor­
ing the bungle. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The bungle exists only 
in the hon. member's imagination. 

Mr. REID: \Vas it not a bungle to create 
one electorate with only some 5,000 or G,OOO 
electors, while the adjoining electorate would 
have over 14,000, \Vide Bay l:l,OUO, Brisbane 
12,000 and so on? He was sorry the Govern­
m< ut could not or would not 8eo their way to 
get out oi it. As a member of the Committee he 
would be ashamed to let that go forth as their handi­
work when they had not heard a single intelligent 
reason to SUJ,V>rt it. He urged the Chief Secre­
tary to adjourn the debace and take the night to 
think over their position, and when they came 
hack the Bill could be recommitted and they 
could put the Barcoo and the Gregory into the 
Maranoa and the Mitchell into the 1<'itzroy. 

Mr. HARDACRE agreed with the hon. 
member for Enoggera that the Committee shoultl 
adjourn. He had been at first in favour of the 
Barcoo and Mitchell being in Capricornia, until 
he found that that would leave the Maranoa 
with so small"· nnmber of electors that it would 
not be fair. The Chief Secretary admitted that 
he had got the Committee into a bungle. 

The CHIEF SECRE'l'ARY : No; I do not. 
Mr. HARDACHE: The hon. gentleman did 

admit it until he found it convenient not to admit 
it. 

The CHIE~' SECRETARY : I never admitted it. 
Mr. HARDACRl~: The hon. gentleman had 

admitted that the Committee had got into a 
bungle when he was speaking of the disturbance 
of his own proposal by members on the Opposi­
tion side. lt wac. a tangle-a grotes<[ue farce­
to have one small electorate like the Maranoa 
with about fi, 000 electors, and a large electorate 
like Capricornia with 13,000 or 14,000 electors, 
and another very large electorate like the 
Flinders with aboutlO,OOO electors. The biggest 
portion of the Barcoo electorate was not in the 
Central district. 

The ACTING CHAIRi\L\N: I must remind 
the hon. member that the Harcoo hae already 
been dealt with. 

Mr. HAHDACRE : Exactly, but he was 
speaking of the tangle they had got into, and he 
thought they should adjourn the debate. There 
was more reason for the Mitchell going into the 
Central district than tho Bareoo, but it was 
clearly ridiculous to put the Barcoo into the 
Cnntral district and the Mitchell into the 
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Maranoa. The Chief Secretary admitterl that 
the initial mi"talw harl been to put the Barcoo 
into Capricornia. 

The CHmF SECRETARY: No. 
Mr. HARDACRE : It w>~s a mistake, and 

the onus of the resHlts caused by the rlisturbance 
of the hon. gentleman's arrangements was not 
with members on his side, but with members 
opposite, who insisted upon carrying out the 
ridiculuus results of the disturbance. He 
intended to move that the Chairman leave the 
chair, and let the full breath of common sense 
blow on the circumstances, and they could come 
back to-morrow prepared to deal with the diffi­
culty. The Barcoo was not altogether in touch 
with the Central district. 

Tbe CHAIRMAN: I have already pointed out 
that the Barcoo has been dealt with. 

Mr. HARDACHE: He knew that ; but it 
bore on the question of including the Mitchell, 
and, the Committee having made a mistake, it 
was no use hon. n1e1nbers being stubl1orn, and 
carrying it further to a ridiculous conclusion. 
The Bill should be recommitted, and if the 
Barcoo were put into Maranoa then there would 
be a community of intrrest between those elec­
torates. Then.if they threw Mitchell into Ca[Jri­
cornia, and Gregory into Flinders, as proposed 
by the Chief Secretary, that would be a rational 
bouqdary geographicn,lly and as to population 
and community of interests. A big portion of 
the Barcoo trade went southwards, and there 
was just as great a feeling of antagonhm in the 
Barcno to Rockhampton as the North felt 
towards Brisbane. It appeared to him that the 
Government were going on the American gerry­
mandering principle in carrying out these divi­
sions. 

The ACTING CHA TRMAN : I trust the 
hon. member will confine his remc•rks to the 
question before the Committee. The question 
regarding the Barcoo has been settled. 

Mr. HA1UlACRE: This was a question con­
cerning the boundaries of Ct'ntml electorates, 
nnd he moved that the Chairman leave the 
chair, and report progress, with the view of 
recommitting the Bill. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Do I under­
si and that the motion of the hon. member is 
that the Chairman leave the chair and that the 
Bill be recommitted? 

Mr. HARDACRE: Yes. 
The ACTING CHAIRMAN : The hem. 

member c~nnot move that motion. It will be 
out of order, became no Bill ean be recommitted 
until it is finished in committee. 

Mr. HARD ACRE : His motion was that the 
Chairman leave the chair, reJ>Ort progress, and 
ask leave to sit again, but what his reasons were 
for so moving were his own Ct>ncern. He thought 
the Government should consider the whole of 
circumstances which had led to the disturbance 
of the Chief Secretary's arran~>ements and an 
adjournment would give them ;; chance' to recon­
sider the whole position. The hon. ~;entleman 
could come back to-morrow with fresh and more 
equitable proposnls, and he (Mr. Hacdacre) 
woulrl then bow to. the wish of the majority of 
the Committee. He did not think the matter 
should be ruehed through now. 

Mr. GLASSEY: When he spoke previously, 
he dirlnot attempt to defend the anomalies that 
existed; therefore, the statement made by the 
hon. mPmber for Enoggera did not apply to him. 
He had said that he thought the present arrange­
ment was the best that could be made. 

The ACTING CHAIRThTAN: Dirl I under­
stand the hon. member for Leichhardt to move 
that I do now leave the chair, report progress, 
anrl ask leave to sit again? 

Mr. HARDACRE: I moved that motion. 

Mr. GLASSEY: In connection with the dis­
parity that would exist under the present arrange­
ment, there was an element that had not been 
tonched upon, and which l'l'as of some moment. 

:Mr. REm: Is the hem. member in order? 
The ACTI::\'G CHAIR:YIAN: I cannot tell 

what the hon. member's argnment will be. The 
question is that I do now leave the chair, report 
J>rogress, and ask leave to sit again. The bon. 
member for Bundaberg must confine his remarks 
to that motion. 

Mr. GLASSEY: He was giving some reasons 
why the Chairman shonld not leave the chair­
why the debate should he continued, and the 
matter settled before the House rose. There was 
certainly a gre1t di,parity between wme of the 
electorate,, but he would point out that Maranoa 
was a settler! district, and there were a larger 
nnmber of women and children who would be 
represented by the electors there than would be 
represented in pastoral districts. If they took 
1, 000 voters in the pctstoral districts they would 
not represent, by a lorg way, as many personR as 
1,000 in the .Maranoa would, and he desired to 
see the electorates so arranged as to give an 
equalitv of voting power as far as possible. 
All tln·;mgh he had treated fedemtion as a non-

party question, and he objected to 
[11·30p.m.] it being said that, bectnlse his views 

on any matter happened to agree 
with those of the Government, he should take 
his sea" on the other side. He was independent 
of the Government, as he was of any other party. 
\Vith regr.rd to the settlement of this great ques­
tion, it \Vas their bounden duty to get the best 
elect"rates co.rved out that they C<'uld, and to 
secure as equal terms as possible. :Members hacl 
to devise the best means of accomplishing that 
object, and they had to consider how they could 
increase the number of the electors of the 
Maranoa electorate, and at the same time make 
it acce>sible and convenient. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: I think the 
hem. member is talking upon the main question. 
'l'he qnestion is that I leave the chair. 

Mr. GLASSEY: He thought that they should 
settle this question without the Chairman leaving 
the chair. Let them settle \>ith regard to the 
:Mitchell, aud it was possible that they might 
come to some other arrangement with regard to 
other electorate's being added to the Maranoa. 
He would be willing to render whatever assist­
ance he could to achieve that object. In the 
meanwhile he trusted the hon. member would 
not press his motion. 

'rho CHIKB' SECRETARY: He thought 
the hon. gentleman could hardly expect them to 
adjourn, after having devoted so much time to 
the consideration of the schedule, without con­
cluding it. To his mind, they had not got into 
such an inextricab!e tangle that they could not 
pursue the matter to a legitimate conclusion. He 
would point out that, when the Bill reached the 
report sb>ge, it was competent for any hem. 
member to introduce any question affecting the 
electorates, and if the hon. member availed him­
self of that opportunity-though he did not 
promise his support-it would be quite within his 
province to raise a point as to the electorates 
which should fnrm the Maranoa electorate. 
Having that opportunity, he thought the hon. 
member might all:nv them to conclude the Bill, 
and to-morrow, when the report stage was 
reached, he could propose what he thought 
desimble. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: He did not want to insist 
upon the motion. There was no doubt, as the 
Chief Secretary had pointed out, that they could 
rectify the matter at. the report stage, but he 
wonld like to remark that not only had they to 
discuss this electorate, but the anomalies which 
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existed with regard to other electorates. The 
Charters Towers question would be sure to arise, 
and the disturbance which had heen made in 
the schedule by this amendment would have to 
be considered. 

The Pru:1!1ER : Only the Maranoa is affected 
by this alteration. 

Mr. HARD ACRE: He thought it would be 
wise to reconsider the whole position in view 
of the results, which had occurred from the altera­
tion which had been made. \Vith the leave of 
the Committee he would withdraw the mution. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 
Question-That the word "Mitchell" be in­

serted after" Leichhardt"-put; and the Com­
mittee divided:-

AYEs, 25, 
)'Ie~~r~. Philp, ltutledge, Diekwn, Foxton, O'Conne:il, 

~'Vlurra.y, Ualrymple, Gla~scy, Keogh, Boles, ::.\:Iackintosh, 
\V. 'rhorn, :Story, llartholomew, Stodart, Bridges, Leahy, 
Porsyth, Armstroug, .:\>Ioore, I>etrie, Hanran, Grimes, 
J. Hamilton, and Tooth. 

NOES, 18, 
MPo;:;srs. Dawson, Fisher, Browne, Tnrley, JUnxwell, 

Bowmnn, Kerr, Reid, Hardacre, Jenkinson, Fitzgerald, 
Rylanrl, Lesina, Stewart, Higg·s, Givens, W. Hamilton, 
and ::\.icDonald. 

PAIRS. 

Ayes-JVIessrs. T. B. Cribb, Sewell, Lord, Stephenson, 
and J. C. Crib b. 

:xoes-Messrs. Jackson, Kidston, Dunsford, Groom, 
and Fogarty. 

Resolved in the affirmativa. 

The CHIEF SEUHETARY moved the omis­
~don of the word " Barcoo " in the Maranoa 
division, and he would follow that up by moving 
the omission of "JYiitchell." That was con­
sequential on the action just taken by the Com­
mittee. 

Mr. G IV ENS said that he had an amendment 
to move earlier than that. 

'rhe CHIEF SEOBETARY: You have not given 
not'ce of it. 

Mr. GIVENS: He could not have given 
notice, as he did not know that another schedule 
would be adopterl. He wished to move an 
am.mdment in order to make a readjustment in 
the Herbert division. 

Mr. JENKINSON: The hon. memuer for Gym pie 
has an amendment before that. 

J\!Ir. GIVENS: He was quite willing to make 
way for ftnyone who had an amendment prior to 
his, bnt it was unfair of the Chief Secretftry to 
try and rllsh through the Bill. 

Mr. RYLAND: He had an amendment to 
move which had been printed to omit the word 
"Kennedy" with the view of inserting the word 
" Gulf." It Wits advisable that the federal 
electorates should not have the same names as 
State electoratee. Everyone would know where 
the Gulf division was located. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY : \Vhat meaning would 
"Gulf" have in Melbourne? 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The Chief 
Secretary has moved an amendment, and until 
that has been withdrawn, the hon. member can­
not discuss another amendment. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY was prepared to 
give way, although he really thought the hon. 
member w,;s taking up time unnecessarily. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. RYLAND moved the om!sswn of 

"Kennedy" with the view of inserting "Gulf." 
Amendment put and negatived. 
Mr. RYTJAN D moved the omission of the word 

"Herbert" with the view of inserting "Barrier." 
He thought that would be a better name, The 

division was parallel to the Barrier Reef, and the 
natne was to a certain extent suggestiYe of 
locality. It was undesirable that the nftmes of 
federal electorates should be the same as those of 
State electorates. 

Mr. G IV ENS suggested that the name "Ditrtle 
Frere" wonld be better than "Barrier." It was 
the name of the highest mountain in the rh vision, 
which was also the highest in Queensland. 

Mr. HARDACREthoughtthename" Carrier" 
was a goocl one, because it was suggestive of the 
locality. 

The HOME SECRETAI\Y: It might be called 
"Torres." 

Mr. HAH.DACRE: Either Torres or Barrier 
would be better than Herbert, which was sugges­
tive of nothing at all. 

HoN. T. MACDONALD-PATERSOl\': If 
it were asked how the name Herbert got there, 
he woulrl say it was in consequence of that being 
the name of the first Premier of Queensland. He 
thought "Coralia" would be a very pr,,tty and 
suitable name. ·There was also Cape York in 
that division, and the name "York" might be 
given to the division in honour of the Duke of 
York. 

Mr. MAX\VELL objc>cted to this barracking 
over words. As far as a name for any Gulf 
electorate was concerned, he would rather call it 
"Blanket Flat" than be splitting hairs over a 
word. 

Mr. RYLAND: If the word "Herbert" was 
omitted, he would prefer to insert 

[12 p.m.] the name suggested by the hon. 
member for Brisbane l\'orth, l\Ir. 

Macdonalcl-Paterson, instead of inserting "Bar­
rier." 

Question-That the word "Herbert," proposed 
to be omitted, stur.d part of the amendment-put; 
and the Committee divided :-

A nos, 26. 
::.Uessrs. Philp, Foxton, Rutletlge. Diekson, O'Conne1l, 

Dalrymple, ::\Iurray, Grimes, Arms.trong, Leahy, Pct.rie, 
Ilanran, :;\1oore, J. Hmmlton, Bridges, Stodart, Tooth, 
llartholomew, Jlaekintosh, Boles, 8tory, Oampbell, 
Forsyth, Brownc, Keogh, and "~. Thorn. 

NoEs, 15. 
Messrs. Harclacre, -Pi!ilhcr, :J:Iacdonald-Paterson, Reitl, 

Bowman. Kerr, J.lcDonald, \V. Hamilton. I..~esina, Stewart, 
Jenkinson, Pitzgerald, Ityland, Higgs, and Dawson. 

PAillS. 

Ayes~J.-Iessrs. T. B. Cl'ibb, Newell, Lord, Stevhcnson, 
and J. C. Crib b. 

Soes-Messrs. Jackson, Kidston, Duusford, Groom, 
and Fogarty, 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
At five minutes past 12, 
Mr. GRIMES took the chair. 
Mr. G IVJ:<~NS : The hon. member for Gym pie, 

J\!Ir. Ryland, had moved an amendment which 
had the effect of precluding him from moving 
one which he was very desirous of moving. He 
object.ed altogether to the electorate of Herbert 
as at present devised. He saw no community of 
interest whatever between the varioos places 
which had been grouped together. Herbert was 
a coastal electorate, but hon. members knew that 
there was the keenest rivalry between the various 
cmstal towns. If the arguments used in favon 
of including Barcoo and Mitcbell in Capricornia 
were good, they were equally good for including 
Charters Towers and the Kennedy in the electo­
rate which comprised Townsville. Townsville 
would be nothing without the back country trade 
which it got from the Western electorates. 
He believed that if it had not been for partisan 
reasons the Government would have made a 
better selection of electorates for that division. 
The people of Cairns and \Voothakata had no 
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commnn'ty of interests "ith Bnwen or Towns­
ville. Cook town, Port Douglas, and Cairns, 
w hi eh were rival ports to Townsville, would 
much prefer to be in an electorate by themselvee; 
and he was perfectly satlsfieccl that the people of 
Townsville were not pleased at being shut off 
from the Western districts with which they had 
their chief trade. 

Mr. BRIDGES: ·with the view of preventing 
any clashing between the present 1\Ioreton elec­
torate and the one mentioned in the scherlnle, be 
moved that the word "\V est" be inserted before 
'' .Nioreton." 

Amendment pnt and negatived. 
Mr. RYLAND moved that the word "Oxlev" 

be omitted, with the view of inserting "Nerang." 
HoN. T. MAODONALD-PATl'JRSOJ'\ was 

snre that if the hon. member who proposed that 
amendment understood that Oxley was one of 
the great<>,t explorers and early pioneers of 
Southern (,\ueensland, long before the colony was 
separated from New South \Vales, he would be 
extremely glad to maintain the word "Oxley." 
Oxley was a name to conjure with, but 1'\erang 
meant "very little." 

Amendment put and negatived, 
The CHIEF SECRETARY moved, as a con­

sequential amendment, that the word "Ba,rcoo" 
in the Mar<tnmt diYision be omitted. 

:Mr. BllOWNR nhjected to that amendment 
as he had done to ,,,Jl other ''.mend men'" propoeed 
in the orig-inal schec1nle, because be held that 
they should aclhere to the original proposition of 
the Government, 

Amendment put and passec1. 
Mr. W. HAMILTON objected to the way in 

which the Gregory had been put into the 
JIIIaranoft, as it was very nnf:dr to the electors 
about '1Vintnn, Kynnna, and other place., in the 
Gregory elecbmlte that they should have to go 
through two intervening electorates in order to 
((et into :Yiaranoa. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY moved that the 
word "Mitchell" in the Mamnoa division be 
omitted. 

Amendment. put and passed. 
Question-Thnt the proprmed amendment, as 

amended, stand part of the schedule-put and 
passed. 

question-That the schedule, as amended, 
stand part of the Bill- put. 

Mr. BRO\VNE said the way the electorates 
had been manipulated reminded him uf the first 
pair of pants he made when a lad on board a 
man-of-war. The legs were where the seat ought 
to have been, and everything was topsy-turvy 
from top to bottom. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY said the Govern­
ment were not at all ashamed of the form in 
which the Bill hac1 pa,~sed through the House, 
and he was CfJrtainly of opinion th:>t the amend­
ments which had been introduced were improve­
ments. 

(,lnest,ion put and passed. 
Preamble put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CH \IR1!AN reported 

the Bill with ammdments. 
The consideration of the report was made an 

Order for a later hour of the day. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
The PREMIER: I move that the House do 

now adjourn. To-morrow, after consideration of 
the repor1J on the Commonwealth Bill, we will 
take the Railways Act Amendment Bill, and 
>tfter that the Pastoral Leases Dill in committee. 

Mr. BRO\VNE: I ehould like to ask whether 
there is any chance of the Electoral Heform Bill 
coming on this session. I notice it is very nearly 
at the bottom of the business-paper. 

The PREMIER: I certainly hope to pass it 
this session, but I would remind the hon. mem­
ber that we ale getting on very slowly with 
work. I had hoped that to-night, in addition to 
what we have done, we should have advanced 
one or two other Bills a further stage. 

Question pnt and passed. 
The House adjourned at half-past 12 o'clock. 




