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1634 Questions.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

‘WEDNESDAY, 31 OcToBER, 1900,

The Speaxer (Hon. Arthur Morgan, Warwick)
took the chair ab half-past 3 o’clock.

PETITIONS.

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon) presented a petition
from the shearers and general labourers em-
ployed on Narineand Gnoolooma Stations praying
for the introduction of a Compulsory Arbitration
and Conciliation Act, similar to that in existence
in New Zealand.

Petition read and received,

Mr, BOWMAN (Warrego) presented a peti-
tion of similar purport and prayer from the
shearers, shed, and station hands employed on
‘Welltown Station.

Petition read and received.

QUESTIONS.
SaLE orF OBSCENE BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS.

Mr. DAWSON (Charters Towers), for Mr.
Lesina, asked the Attorney-General—

1. Is he awarc that in the Wesleyan Book Depdt,
Albert street, Brishane, there are being sold and exposed
for public sale certain cbscene books and pamphlets
puwrporting to be written by one Joseph Slattery, and
that the sale of such books at sueh place is advertised
in the Courier and Telegraph newspapers circulating in
Brisbane ?

2. Is he aware that for sclling sueh books the said
Joseph Slattery was prosecuted in Edinburgh, and that
the prosecution was stayed only on his consenting to
destroy the same?

3. Is he awarce that for selling such books the said
Joseph Slattery was sent to gaol, after trial, in Pittsburg,
Pennsylvania, United States of America?

4. Dous he intend to prosecute the proprietors of the
said Wesleyan Book Depdt for selling or exposing for
sale the said obscene hooks ?

5. Docs lic intend to prosecute the said Joseph
Slattery as publisher and author of the said obscene
books?

8. If not, why not?

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. A.
Rutledge, Maranoa) replied—

1. T have heard. much to my regret, that hooks or
pamphlets purporting to have been written bv the per-
son named have becen advertised for sale at the Book
Depodt mentioned, and have also been eredibly informed
that such advertisements have been inserted in the
Courier and Telegraph without the knowledge or sanc-
tion of the authorities of the said Book Depot. I have
not seen or read any of such books or pamphlets. nor
have I been informed by any person who may have read
them or any of them as to the nature of their contents.

2. No.

3. No.

4. 1t the honourable member, who appears to have
read the said books or pamphlets, is of opinion that
the same or any of them are obscene, within the
meaning of the laws relating to obscene publications,
it is his duty to place himself in communication with
the police, who, and not the Attorney-Geueral, ave the
proper persons to institute proceedings for offences
against those laws.

5. This question is answered by the reply to No. 4;
but if the police, on information supplied, should be of
opinion that a proper case for prosecution has been
shown, I shall be preparcd to furnish any necessary
legal assistance for the conduct of such prosecution.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL :

6. See answers to preceding questions.

APPLICATION BY MESsks. Burns, PairLe, anD Co,
ror LAND IN NEW GUINEA,
Mr. DAWSON, for Mr. Lesina, asked the
Premier—
1. Is it true that Messrs. Burns, Philp, and Co. have
applied for 100,000 acres of pastora] land in British New
Guinea under the last New Guinea Land Ordinance ?
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2. Has the application been granted ?

3. If so, what are the terms upon which the sale or
lease was mads ?

4. Has he any objection to lay all the particulars on
the table of the House?

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, Townsville)
replied—

1. A letter has been received by the Lieutenant-
Governor of British New Guinea from Mr. James Burns
(of Messrs. Burns, Philp, and Co.), seeking approval of a
proposal to form a company to take up 100,000 acres of
land in the vieinity of Hall Sound in order to develop
agriculture, to raise stuek, and generally to test the
suitability of the land for tropical agriculture.

2. No; the matter is still under the consideration of
the guaraiteeing colonies.

3. The application is madc under the provisions of the
British New Guinea Land Ordinance.

4. T lay upon the table the papers containing all
particulars of this matter in the possession of the
Government other than those already communicated to
Parliament. (See ~ Votes and Procecedings,” session 1899,
vol. IV, page 920).

TEMPORARY FMPLOYMENT OF SOLICITORS.

Mr. DAWSON, for Mr. Lesina, asked the
Attorney-General—

1. Ilow many applications from Brishane solicitors for
temporary employment in the {rown Law Office have
been reecived sines the commencement of the year ¥

2. Iow many have been aceepted ?

3. Are any of the rejected applicants persons of long
residence in Quecnsland?

4. Have any of the applicants who have heen given
temporary employment just recently arrived from
England.

5. Name or names of such person or persons?

The ATTORNEY-GENKRAL replied—

1. Six.

2. One (Mr. Wilfrid J. Lilley).

3. I cannot say.

4. In addition to the solicitor named above, onc other
person has heen recently employed to do some copying
work. I eannotstate when, or from where, he came to
Queensland.

5. See answers to above guestions.

ENGAGEMENT OF MECHANICAL ENGINBERS.

Mr. REID (Enoygera) asked the Secretary for
Railways—

1. Is it true that the Chief Mechanieal Engineer has
arranged to secure the services of two mechanical
engiueers from England ?

2. How long is term of engagement, at what salary,
and is passage money to be paid?

3. Were applications invited in the colony fbr
draftsmen to fill the positions? a

4. Has the sanetion of the Government heen
obtained for this action ?

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS (Houn.
J. Murray, Normanby) replied—

1. No; but the Agent-General has been instructed to
engage two mechanical draftsinen.

2, Three years at £300 per annum, with second-class
passages.

3. Yes; in this and the southern colonies, but no
suitable applications were received.

4. Yes.

PAPER.

The following paper, laid on the table of the
House, was ordered to be printed =— Application
by Burns, Philp and Co, for land in British New
Guinea.

SUGAR EXPERIMENT STATIONS BILL.

On the motion of the PREMIER, it was
resolved—

That the House will, at its next sitting, resolve itself
into a Committee of the Whole to counsider of the
desirableness of introducing & Bill to provide for the
establishment and coatrol of sugar experiment sta-
tions, ‘
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PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH ELECTIONS BILL.
ResvmpTiON OF COMMITTER.

On the schedule of the Bill, as follows :—

Divisions. Electoral Districts.

Brisbane ... Brishane North, Enoggera, TForti-
tude Valley, Toombul, Toowong.

Aubigny, Cambooys, Cunningham,
Drayton and Toowoomba, War-
wick.

Barcoo, Clermont, Titzroy, Leieh-
hardt, Mitehell., Normanby, Rock-
hampton, Rockhampton North.

Burke, Carpentaria, Chharters Towers,
Croydon, PFlinders, Gregory, Ken-
nedy.

Bowen, Cairns, Cook, IHerbert,
Mackay, Townsville, Woothakata.

Bundanba, Fassifern, Ipswich, Lock-
yer, Moreton, Nundah, Rosewood,
Stanley.

Alvert, Brisbane South, Buliinba,
Logan, Oxley, Woolloongabba

Balonne, Bulloo, Carnarvon, Dalby,
Maranow, Murilla, Warrego

Wide Bay and | Bundaberg, Burnett, Burram, Gym-
Burnett s pie, Maryborough, Musgrave,

Port Curtis, Wide Bay.

Darling Downs ...

Fitzroy

Flinders ...

Herbert

Moreton ...

Oxley

Maranoa ...

Mr. BROWNE (Croydon): When the Bill
was first before the Committee, it was the day
following the second reading of the Bill, and he
then submitted an amendment of the schedule
to the Chief Secretary. Since then, having had
more time, he had had his amendment printed
and circulated amongst hon. members. It was
as follows—

That all the words after ‘“Toowong,” on line 30, be
omitted, with the view of inserting—

Divisions. Flectoral Districts.

Dariing Downs ... | Aubigny, Camhooya, Carnarvon,
Cunninghaiw, Dalby, Drayvton and

Toowoomba, and Warwick.

Titzroy Clermont, Pitzroy, Leichhardt, Nor-
manby, Port Curtis, Rockhampto,
and Rockhampten North.

Kcnnedy ... Burke, Carpentaria,Charters Towers,
Croydon, Flinders, and Kennedy.

Herbert Bowen, Cairns, Cook, Herbert, Mac-
kay, Townsville, and Woothakata.

Moreton ... Bundanba, Fassifern, Ipswich, Leck-
yer, Moreton, Nundah, Rosewood,
and Stanlev.

Oxley Albert, Brishaune South, Bulimba,
Logan, Oxley, and Woolloongabba.

Maranoa ... Balonne, Barcoo, Bulloo, Gregory,

Maranoa, Mitehell, Murilla, and
Warrego,

Bundaberg, Burnett, Burram,
Gympie, Maryborough, Musgrave,
and Wide Bay.

‘Wide Bay...

He might point out that this was exactly the
schedule which appeared in the public papers
about the 6th August, and which the Premier
stated had been issued on the authority of the
Home Secretary. The only alterations he had
made in it were substituting the name “Xen-
nedy” for the Flinders electorate, and “Maranoa”
for “ Warrego”—alterations which he had made
on the suggestion of the Chief Secretary. He
was not going to contend that the schedule wasa
perfect one. It would be very hard indeed for
any man or body of men to frame a schedule
that would satisfy everybody 3 but the schedule
that was first prepared seemed to give general
satisfaction.  There had been no complaints
about it. But since the new schedule had
been put in the Bill, many hon. members
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and nearly every newspaper had complained
about it, There had been general growling vver
it. He might say at once that his amendment
could not possibly be looked upon as a party
question, because it treated every member in the
House alike. He believed it would give general
satisfaction, althcugh, as he had said, it would
be very hard for any hon. member to draft a
schedule—no matter what political opinions he
held—that would meet with general approval
and fit the circumstances of every case. Hon.
members had received lists of voters in the
different electorates under the schedule at present
in the Bill, and they would find that there
would be a great deal more even apportionment
if his amendment were accepted than there would
e under the schedule in the Bill, According to
his amendment the number of voters were : North
Brisbane, 12,644 ; Darling Downs, 11,023;
Titzroy, 10,681; Xennedy, 9,453; Herbert,
10,728; Moreton, 12,426; Ozley, 12,581;
Maranoa, 9,102 ; and Wide Bay, 12,736. They
were very evenly apportioned there. Hon.
members would observe that Brisbane and
Oxley were the highest, and Wide Bay came
next to Oxley.

Mr. JENKINSON : No; Wide Bay comes next to
Brisbane,

Mr. BROWNI: Yes, that was so ; but under
the schedule in the Bill; Wide Bay would have
2,000 more electors than Irisbane. He would
like to hear the opinions of hon. members on the
matter, so he wou!d not take up any more of the
time of the Committee just now; but would
simply move the amendment standing in his
name.

The CHIXF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R.
Dickson, Bulimba) : He observed that the hon.
member for Croydon, by his amendment, left the
Brisbane, Oxley, Moreton, Herbert, and Flinders
divisions unteuched.

Mr. BrowxEg: I call Flinders ‘ Kennedy.”

Mr. McDonaLn : Gregory is attached to the
Flinders division now ; it was not so in the lst
schedule.

The CHIEP SECRETARY : With regard to
the new schedule suggested by the hon. member,
it appeared that the statistics circulated some
time ago had been issued without due authority.
The matter had received since then very careful
consideration by the (labinet, and it had been
deemed that the schedule attached to the Bill
represented more clearly, not only the connec-
tion of interests in the different subdivisions of
the colony, but also distributed more fairly.the
electoral power. Of course, as the hon. gentleman
had said, and very properly, too, it would be
quite impossible to frame any schedule which
would give entire satisfaction. The schedule,
like the Bill, was introduced without any desire
that hon. members should view it as a party
measuare, and he left it to the Committee to say
in what form ultimately it should go through.
He cnuld not aceept the schedule as framed by the
hon. gentleman, without testing the feeling of the
Committee with regard to it, but hewould be very
glad if hon. members would discuss the matter
so that he might learn what their opinions were.
He had been prepared to accept their opinion on
even more crucial matters than this. Of course
he considered the two contentious points in the
Bill were, first, the subdivision of the colony for
senatorial representation, and, second, the boun-
daries of the representative electorates. Outside
those matters he did not think there was very
much to discuss. He was not going to depart
from the idea that this should be dealt with as a
non-party question. The division taken on the
previous evening showed clearly that thers was
no preconcerted action, and he was quite pre-
pared, if the decision had gone the other way, to
bave followed it up with a list of amendments
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which would have been rendered necessary. If
the hon. member who had moved the amend-
ment had made out his case he would have no
hesitatin in accepting the schedule orsuch other
schedule as might be thought desirable. He
thought the contention should be whether they
should accept the schedule as proposed by the
hon. member, or the schedule as originally pro-
posed. He knew that during his absence in
England the Home Secretary had devoted a large
amount of time to the consideration of the best
means of framing the schedule, and he fully
recognised that after he had devoted so much
attention to it, it was a matter for serious cun-
sideration whether the schedule as framed by
him should be departed from. However, sub-
sequent considerations induced him to introduce
the schedule in the form in which it was intro-
duced in this Bill. He was quite prepared to
hear the opinion of hon. members on the subject.

Mr, CURTIS (Rockhampton): It would be
much more convenient for bhim to take the
divisions seriatim. e had an amendment which
he wished to introduce, which he probably would
not be able to do if the schedule were moved
in globo.

The CHrgrF SECRETARY: What is the amend-
ment ?

Mr, CURTIS: He desired to move that the
word *“Fitzroy” be owitted, and the words
¢ Central Queensland” inserted in its place, He
also desired to include the Gregory and the Port
Curtis electorates in the Central division. That
would leave the Central division intact, and as
they knew the representation of the different
States would be on a population basis, Central
Queensland would be just about entitled to a
fraction more than one member.

The CuIEy SECRETARY : Port Curtis is included
in the Central division,

Mr, CURTIS: He also desired to have the
Gregory included. The Barcoo and the Mitchell
were already included, Port Curtis commercially
and geographically belonged to the Central
district, and he thought it should be included in
it. That would leave the Central division as it
was, intact, and he thought it would be much
more satisfactory to the people of the Central
division.

The CHAIRMAN : I would point out to the
hon. member that if a blank is created, he can
then propose his amendment as an amendment
on the amendment moved by the hon. member
for Croydon. So far as T am personally con-
cerned, I have no objection to the schedule being
taken line by line if it is the wish of the Com-
mittee to do so.

Hox, T MACDONALD-PATERSON (North
Brisbane) pointed out that if they took the
schedule in that way, some inconvenience might
arise, because they might desire to take one
electorate from a section which had been passed,
and put it into another division. He thought it
would be better to take the amendments in the
order in which they were proposed.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. T.
G. Foxton, Cwrnarvon): The hon. member
for North Brisbane was perfectly correct. It
might be necessary, if they wanted to take an
electorate from one division and place it in
another, to take it from a part which had been
already dealt wlth, He thought they must
deal with the schedule as a whole, and if a
blank was created by the amendment of the
hon. member for Croydon, the hon. member
for Rockhampton could then move his amend-
ment, us an amendment on that proposed by
that hon. member. The matter could then
be dealt with with greater simplicity. It must,
however, be clearly understood that any amend-
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ment which was moved must be part of a
scheme contemplated by the mover of the
amendnient,

Mr. BROWNE believed that the first schedule

that had been submitted was the

[4 p.m.] best one possible. He referred to

the one which appeared in the Z'ele-
graph and Courier of 6th August, and which on
9:h" August the Premier informed him had been
published on the authority of the Home Secre-
tary. Since then the Government had seen fit
to aiter the schedule; but a number of hon.
members were strongly of opinion that it was
not nearly as fair a division of the colony as the
original one. If hon. members thought the sche-
dule should be aitered, a blank could be created,
and there was then nothing to hinder an hon,
member from moving an amendment in the
amendment he proposed to substitute.

Mr. KIDSTON (Rockhampton): There were a
number of other amendwents to be proposed,
and h= would point out that, if the amendment
of the hon, member for Croydon was put and
lost, the schedule would then stand pars of the
Bill, aid there could be no further discussion on
it.

Mr. STEWART (Rockhampton North) : Seeing
there was general dissatisfaction with the
schedule, a general discussion upon the schedule
should precede any particular amendment. It
was unwise to rush into a discussion of amend-
ments at once without having any idea of the
opinions of hon. members with respect to the
schedule. If he had his way, he would remit
the schedule to a select commistee. He did not
know who had framed it, but whoever had done
so was a perfect marvel of ingenuity. He
did not know what principle that individual
had proceeded upon, or whether he had struck
ont a new line for himself, but he had not
adopted any principle of representation which
was known to their Constitution. Indeed, the
whole thing was an outrage upon their present
system of representation. Whoever was respon-
sible for it ought to be ashamed of it. The
DBrisbane division contaiued 12,887 electors,
while the arra was 76 square miles. Further
downthe Wide Bay and Burnettdivision contained
14,161 electors, while the area was 30,68 square
miles. One would have thought that, instead of
having the larger number of electors in the
bigger electorate, they would have been in the
smaller electorate. That was according to the
principles of representation as they knew them,
but apparently those principles were to be com-
pletely outraged by the Government in the
present instance.

The CHAIRMAN : I do not know whether
the hon. member is speaking to the question
that the schedule should be put line by line,
but he has not satd that yet.

Mr. Cowrgy: There is only one question
before the Committee.

The CHAIRMAN : The question befure the
Committee is that the words proposed to be
omitied stand part of the schedule, but I
understood it was the wish of the Committee
that it should be taken line by line.

Mr. CowrLry : No.

Mr. STEWART: He was speakiog to the
entireschedule. Heunderstoud that the schedule
was before them.

The CHAIRMAN : The amendment is before
the Committee.

Mr. STEWART suggested that the hon.
member who had moved the amendmens should
withdraw it, and permit a general discussion on
the whole schedule. .

* Mr. COWLEY (Herberty: He was going to
propose the adoption of the course which had just
been suggested by the hon. member for Rock-
hampton North—that the whole question of the
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schedule should be remitted to a select com-
mittee for report. They had numerous amend-
ments before them, and they might talk away
for a week and arrive at no conclusion, whereas
in a select committee they could take into con-
sideration the population of every one of she
proposed divisions, and submit some feasible
scheme to the Committee. The schedule to the
Bill appeared to be entirely unacceptable to the
Committee. They would find that the three
divisions of Darling Downs, Maranoa, and
Flinders had fewer electors than two other
divisions. Now, as the Commonwealth Act
provided for one man one vote, it followed as a
matter of course that they should have one vote
one value, as nearly as possible. It was absord
to think that any Commnittee could accept such a
schedule as was proposed by the tovernment,

Mr. Lrany: That is not the case in New
South Wales, where they have one man one vote.

Mr. COWILEY : He did not know what had
been done in New South Wales, but that did not
affect the position. They should endeavour to
get as nearly as possible the same number of
electors in each division. He admitted thas
whatever they did now would probably be
reviewed after the census was taken, and after
the first election under the Bill. After the new
census was taken they would be in a better
position to frame a schedule than at present.
‘What they had to do now was to make provision
for the first election before a census could be
taken ; and, therefore, he thought, in order to
enable them to act fairly and squarely in the
matter, and frame a schedule on a basis which
would be equitable to the colony as a whole, it
would be much better to move the Chairman out
of the chair, report progress, and commit the
matter to a select committes,

Mr. ARMBTRONG (Lockyer): If the matter
was referred to a select committee, would the
House be bound by the report of the select
committee ?

The CHIEY SECRETARY: No.

Mr. ARMSTRONG : Then there would be
the same debate over again, and he thought
they might just as well deal with the matter now.

Mr. STEPHENS (Brishane South) thought
they had a select committee in the Government
of the colony. If they could not deal with the
matter, the sooner a new (Government was got
the better.

Mr. McDONALD (Flinders) : He did not
think the Executive of the colony could possibly
be as fair as a select committee. Hon. members
had only to look over the electorates as arranged
to see party bias richt through. The whole thing
had been framed to gerrymander the electorates
so that the Government would get a majority of
supporters, Townsville and Charters Towers
certainly ought to be in one electorate, but in
order to secure a Government snpporter, Towns-
ville had been put in the Herbert division.
Charters Towers, which wa: within 80 miles of
the eastern coast, was included in the Flinders
division, which extended right over to the Gulf
country, and included an area of about 230,000
square miles. It appearad to him that the whole
thing had been looked at from a Government
point of view. The seats held by Labour mem-
bers wore scattered all over the colony, and it had
been a difficult matter for the Government to
manage so as to secure seats for themselves. If
the Labour party had heen equitably distributed
amongst the various divisions, the Government
would have had a difficulty in catching any of
those seats, and an attempt had been made to put
every Labour seat in the colony into the two
divisions of Flinders—which he understood was
to be known as ‘‘ Kennedy”—and Fitzroy. Of
the seven electorates comprising the division of
Flinders, six were Labour; and in the Fitzroy
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division there were six Labour seats and two
Opposition. They had heen told that this was a
non-party question, but they knew very well
that that was all humbug. They had only to cast
their eyes over the map and the schedule to see
the party brand as plain as possible. They could
not have a stronger illustration of the fact that
it was a party question than the action of the
hon. member for Mackay, Hon. D. H. Dal-
rymple, last night. That hon. member was
requested by his constituents to take a certain
course, and rather than vote against party he
walked outside.

Hon. D. H. Darrympre: By some of them—
what you would call syndicates.

The CHIINF SKCRETARY : The hon. mem-
her for ¥linders had certainly endeavoured to
import into the diseussion a party feeling. He
believed the hon. member for Herbert had a
sincere desivre to improve the Bill, and in that
light he rose to reply to the hon. member’s
request for a select committee. How much
farther would they advance the matter by refer-
ving it to a sslect committee? It would be
several weeks before the result of their delibera-
tions would become known, and not a single
hon, member would be bound to accept their
decision, In addition to that, he found that
there were considerable difficulties in the way of
referring to a select committee a portion of a
Bill which-had already been considered in Com-
mittee of the Whole House. If the question had
been raised when the Bill was initiated in com-
mittee they might have referred the whole thing
to a select committee ; but he was informed on
good authority that there was no precedent when
a Bill had been dea't with in Committee of the
Whole, for taking out the schedule and referring
it to a select crmmittee. Even supposing they
were to establish a new departure in the matter,
it would tend to unnecessary delay., The mem-
bers of this Committee were as competent as a
select committee to determine what were the
best divisions, and there was no use in wasting
time over the matter, He entirely deprecated
the remarks of the hon. member for Flinders
about the divisions having been made to suit
party purposes. He conterded that theschedule
was frumed with no such intention, If time
permitted to refer the whole question to a select
committee, and to have fresh electoral rolls, there
might have besn some force in the argument,
but time prevented any such new formation
being considered. They were confined to the
lines of State electorates, and it was for them
to consider how they could commingle those
electorates so as to afford fair representation.
The true principle would be that all the present
demarcations should be at once swept away, and
some tribunal should be appointed to compile
fresh rolls for the nine divisions of the colonys -
but that would be a work which would oceupy
an immense amount of time, and certainly it
could not be finishcd by the time the elections
would be required to be held. Therefore they
had to take therigid lines of demarcation existing
at the present time, and see how far, by assimi-
lating and amalgamating, they could form nine
electorates which would give expression to the
true represintation of the colony. They were as
competent to do that as any two or three hon.
members appointed to form a select committee,
and, seeing that it all involved delay, he must
oppose what he believed the hon. member for
Herbert had advecated in what he conceived to
be the true interests of providing the best possible
arrangement.

* Mr, COWLEY : To his mind there was no
insuperable difficulty in referring the matter toa
select committee, However, if the Government
determined fo oppose that course, he would bein
favour of the amendment of the hon. member
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for Croydon, whose schedule was much better
than that of the Government, The reason why
he wished to refer the question to a select com-
mittee was because there were so many amend-
ments before them, not only those of the Lon.
member for Croydon, but others relating to the
names of electorates, and all those questions
could be decided by the select committee. He
was satisfied that, if the committee was chosen
from among members on both sides who had a
desire to arrive at a definite conclusion, it would
greatly facilitate business, He did not for
a moment suppose that the recommendations
of the committee would be accepted absolutely
by the House, but he did believe that their
report would be the basis of a common under-
standing, and that business would be expedited
t o a great extent. He failed to see that his pro-
posal would take anything like three weeks, as
the Chief Secretary said. It would more likely
take three days. As far as he could ascertain
the population of each proposed electorate under
the proposed new schedule was much more equal,
and as that was the first time when Queensland
would vote under the principle of one man one
vote it was desirable that as nearly as possible
they should give the electorates equal voting
power, For that reason he should support the
hon. member for Croydon’s schedule if nothing
better was proposed.
* The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G.
Foxton, Carnarvon): It seemed to him that
the appointment of a select committes could
have no other object than that of eliciting
information, but they already had before them
whatever information was desired. They knew
approximately the population, and they knew
accurately, according to the latest returns, the
number of electors in each of the State electo-
rates, He did not see that a committee could
give them any more information than they had
got on that point. It had been pointed cut also
that no member of the House would be bound to
follow or support the conclusions which might
be arrived at by a committee. The select
committee would probably be composed of
members who held different views on the
subject, and he failed to see that they would be
one bit further forward when their report was pre-
sented than they were at the present moment.
He wanted to say a word or two about the gues-
tion raised by the hon. member for Flinders in
connection with the fact that Charters Towers
was placed in the federal electorate at present
called Flinders. As had been before mentioned,
he (Mr. Foxton) was primarily responsible for
that fact, and for the original schedule of
electorates as it was submitted to the Press some
months ago. In that connection the remarks of
the hon. member for Rockhampton North, in
which he described the federal electorate of
Herbert as a monstrosity or something of that
sort, also applied. Now, go far as the boundary
between those electorates was concerned there
was no difference between the schedule proposed
by the Government and that proposed by the
houn. member for Croydon. The bhoundary between
those two electorates remained the same in both
schedules. He believed himself that it was a
perfectly legitimate boundary to adopt, because
the interests on the two sides of that boundary
were distinctly different. It might be, and no
doubt it was the case, that the Herbert was a
peculiarly shaped electorate, but it was a coastal
electorate, and embraced all the interests on the
coast which might be said to be covered by the
term ‘¢ tropical agriculsure,”

Mr. McoDoNatb: What about the mining
industry ?

The HOME SECRETARY: The mining
industry was not of very great importance in
that particular portion,
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Mr. McDonaLp: Not the Chillagoe and the
Palmer?

The HOME SECRETARY: If the hon.
member would consider for a moment it was
difficult to arrive at any other boundary there
without a great disturbance of the proportional
electoral power for the different electorates. For
this reason: As had been pointed out by the
Chief Secretary, they would be for the present,
and practically for all time, bound by the con-
ditions which obtained with regard to the State
electorates so far as their boundaries were con-
cerned, It would never be found convenient, he
believed, for this colony to have a separate com-
pilation of electoral rolls for the Federal Paclia-
ment. To a large extent it seemed to him
unnecessary, and there was not the slightest
doubt that it would be a very complicated and
very expensive matter. The compilation .of the
rolls for election to this Parltament cost a
very large sum of money yearly, and the
compilation of a complete and separate set of
electoral rolls for the federal elections—assuming
that they did not follow the boundaries of the
States electorates, and the rolls conld not be used
for the double purpose—would also cost an equal
amount. In his opinion that was a very grave
objection to adopting any such course, unless
there was very serious mnecessity for deing so.
They eould not of course pick out the different
interests in each elcctorate, and give them
separate representation. That was not prac-
ticable. They must take asfar as possible thelines
which, roughly speaking, would embrace in any
particular electorate the leading industries of that
slectorate. Charters Towers, Ravenswood, Croy-
don, Georgetown, and Cloncurry were all mining
centres, A large mining interest existed to the
west of the line which divided Herbert from
Flinders; and, unquestionably, the member for
Flinders, or Xennedy as he might be termed in
the Wederal Parliament, would be distinctly a
mining member. Of course, they knew that it
was also a large pastoral district, but the pastoral
interest there was a mere fleabite in comparison
with the mining interest as far as voters were con-
cerned. Charters Towers alone, in population,
would swamp the whole of the rest of the electo-
rate. Undoubtedly, the man representing that
electorate in the Hederal Parliament would be
returned by the miners in the district, although
there were other industries there. Inexactly the
same way take Herbert. The man who repre-
sented that electorate would practically represent
the sugar industry, although there were other
industries in the district of Herbert. There was
the pastoral, and to some extent the mining in-
dustry in that district. Of course they conld not
make divisions which were absolutely perfect
with regard to the industries and interests in
any electorate ; but roughly speaking he was
certain no better line could be adopted without
great disturbance of the relative numerical value
of the electorate as far as the electors in it were

concerned. It seemed a very pecu-

{4'30 p.m.] liarly shaped electorate, but never-

theless it was one which commended
itself to the colony as a whole.

Mr. MoDoxarn: Why alter it and put the
Gregory into it ?

The HOME SECRETARY : He was speak-
ing of the particalar boundary between the
Herbert and Flinders, which the hon, member
for Cairns and the hon, member for Rock-
hampton had referred to as being an outrage.
It was the boundary which was adopted in both
schemes. He thought it was possible to arrive
at a conclusion in the matter without referring it
to a select committee.

Mr. CowwLry: But there are so many other
amendments necessary in order to make the
whole harmonise.
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The HOME SECRETARY : They could nob
axpect to get a select committee which woeuld
embody the views of the House as a whole;
they would merely have the views of five or
seven members submitted to the House, and the
facts and information would not be added to in

any way.

Mr, KIDSTON (Rockhampton) argued that a
select committee was desirable, not for the pur-
pose of getting information, but for the purpose of
settling details which it would be very inconve-
nient for that committee to setile. At present
they could only properly discuss the amendment
of the hon. member for Croydon, and if that
amendment was defeated that would end the dis-
cussion, and the schedule as it stood would be
passed. He wanted neither the schedule as it
stood nor the schedule of the hon. member for
Craydon.

The Houe SECRETARY: If you create a blank,
other amendments can be moved.

Mr. CowrEy: If there is no blank created,
what then ?

The HoME SECRETARY : Then the majority of
the Committee will be in favour of the schedule
in the Bill,

Mr, KIDSTON: The schedule would be
carried as part of the Bill, and that would end
the matter. He did not think it was fair to ask
hon. members to decide only between the
schedule in the Bill and the schedule proposed
by the hon. member for Croydon, when perhaps
they did not want either the one or the other.
If a select committee was appointed to revise
the schedule, they would go over it again and
again in a way which that Commistee could not
do, for a Committee of the Whole House could
deal with only one question ata time. It was
said that if a select committee was appointed,
the same discassion would take place again
when they submitted their report.  His opinion
was that if a select committee was appointed,
and consisted of, say, three members from one
side and four members from the other side of
the House, and they brought up a schedule, in
all probability it would be accepted without
discussion.

The Hour SrcrRETARY : No.

Mr. KIDSTON : In any case it would in all
probability be a fairer schedule, not only to all
parties, but also to all dissrictsin the colony, than
either of the schedules at present hefore the
Comumittee, because it would have the considera~
tion of membersof both parties inthe drafting of it.
The Government might very well allow the homn,
member for Croydon to withdraw his amend-
ment, move the Chairman out of the chair,
report progress, and then refer the matter to a
select committee. There was nothing to prevent
& select committee from bringing up a report on
Tuesday, and even if the adoption of that course
did delay the Bill a little, it would certainly give
a great deal more satisfaction to the House and
the country. They would at lvast know, even if
they werenot satisfied with theschedule ultimately
adopted, that an attempt had been made to
have it settled on fair and equitable lines.

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns): There was a good
deal in the contention of the Home Secretary
that it was almost impossible to mark out any
schedule which would give universal satisfaction
to every interest in the colony, and provide for
equality of voters, equality of population, and
community of interests in each electorate. At
the same time he agreed with the hon. member
for Rockhampton North that whoever marked
out the particular electorate in question com-
mitted an outrage on any known system of
representation. The hon. gentleman asked what
community of interest had Charters Towers,
Croydon, and those other places, with Towns-
ville, or Cairns, or the Woothakata electorate ?
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He would ask, in reply, what community of in-
terests had Charters Towers with the pastoralists
away on the South Australian border? They
had no community of interests at all, commer-
cially or otherwise. Onthe contrary, the miners
of Charters Towers had commercial interests with
the people of Townsville, which was their port,
The interests of the two places were so interwoven
that it was impossible to separate them.

The HoME SEcRETARY : How are you going to
get the required number of electors in Carpen-
taria without that division?

Mr. GIVHENS : Croydon and Burke, and the
mining districts west of Clairns, had far more
community of interests with the port of Cairns
than they had with the squatters on the South
Australian border. It was nonsense to say that
all those electorates included tropical agricul-
tural interests. The electorate of Woothakata
had valuable mining inferests, and in time
to come they would probably be the most
valuable mining interests in the colony. From
what the hon. gentleman said, that would
come under the head of tropical agriculture
industry. And the electorate of Cook also,
its present and prospective importance almost
entirely depended on a mining basis. It had no
interest whatever in tropical agriculture. The
proposed federal electorate there was the largest
in the colomy ; it had a strip of coast 1,000 miles
long.

'ighe HouE SECRETARY: And for 500 miles
there is scarcely an elector on the coast.

Mr, GIVENS : It was self-evident that the
electorate had been framed for the express pur-
pose of returning a representative to the Tederal
Parliament of the same political colour as the
present Government, and for no other purpose.
He wished to point out that an electorate could
be formed here which had the requisite popula-
tion and number of electors, and which had an

almest perfect community of interests. If the
Mackay, Bowen, Townsville, Woothakata,

Charters Towers, and Kennedy electorates were
grouped together, there would be the requisite
population, and one of the most compact elec-
torates in the colony. The nurber of electors
was 13,252, with very large interests in common.

Mr. JacksoN: Which industry would pre-
dominate ?

Mr, GIVENS: If there was any predomi-
nating interest it would be the mining interest.
Towunsville relied much more on the mining
industry than on the sugar industry. Indeed,
there would be hardly any Townsville at all but
for the mining industry. Yet the Home Secre-
tary had grouped the electorates in the proposed
Herbert division on the ground that they had a
community of interests. They had a community
of politieal interests, and the grouping had been
made from that point of view and none other.
As far as the Gulf electorates were concerned,
it was to their interests to be connected with
the coastal district, which was their commer-
cial outlet. As a matter of fact the time was
not very far distant when their principal outlet
would be on the eastern coast. With Cairns,
Burke, Croydon, Carpentaria, and one or two
others to make up the requisite number of
population and electors, there wonld be another
very good federal electorate, and political bias
would not be shown as it was in the way that
electorate was marked out at present. From
communications he had received, he was satisfied
the people there were not satisfied with the
electorate as proposed. At Cairns the people
were entirely dissatisfied at being shut off from
the elec!orates immediately to the west of them,
while they were attached to electorates to the
south of them, with which they had very little
community of interests, There were only three
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sugar-mills in the Cairns and Woothakata electo-
rates, so that it could not be said that the para-
mount industry there was tropical agriculture.
Both there and in the Cook the mining industry
largely predominated, and their future prosperity
depended upon it, The hon. gentleman had no
ground for saying that the Northern divisions
had been marked out in the schedule because
they had a community of interests. Anybody
looking at the map, and knowing anything about
the facts, could see that the closest possible con-
nection existed between Bowen, Townsville, and
Charters lCowers. As he had said, Townsville
would hardly exist but for Ravenswood, Charters
Towers, and the mining districts of the West.

The HowE SgcrErary: The hon. member
wants Charters Towers to swamp the whole
electorate.

Mr. GIVENS : He did not want anything of
the kind, and it was unlikely anything of the
kind would take place. Mackay, Bowen,
Herberton, Charters Towers, Townsville, and
Kennedy, would make one of the most compact
electorates in the ecolony, with a perfect com-
munity of interests, and it would contain 18,252
voters. The number of voters at Charters
Towers was 4,826, and if 4,826 could swamp
13,252 it was a thing quite new to him. R-vision
was undoubtedly required, and fir that reason
he was in favour of she suggestion of the hon.
member for Rockhampton North, that the matter
should be referred to a select committee. That
seemed to him the best way out of the difficulty.
No one could arrive at a decision that would
satisfy all parties, but it was possitile for a sulect
committee to arrive at a better solution than any
they had had yet. A select committee chosen
from both sides ¢f the House would go into the
matter thoroughly and impartially, without
being handicapped by any political kias, and
they could devize a scheme of federal electorates
which would be more acceptable to the House
and to the country generally thun either the one
before them or the alternative proposed by the
hon. member for Croydon. That scemed to be
the opinion of hon. members on both sides, and
the Chief Secretary might very well agree to it.

Mr. SMITH (Bowen): This was a most impor-
tant question, and there was no use in hon. mem-
bers opposite trying to make out that it was a
party question, when the Govermment said it was
not a party question. He wanted to say that they
were getting very little further forward, and if
they continued as they were doing there would
be a great deal of discussion, and nothing would
be done. The question before the Committee
was that the words proposed to be omitted
should stand part of the schedule, and they could
not discuss the whole question as it ought to be
discussed on that motion. If that motion was
lost there would be no further opportunity of
discussing the schedule, and they want«d to
discuss it fully aud see what should be done. Tt
was absurd to say that the lines marked on the
map provided for electorates with a community
of interests, and he was very sorry the Chief
Secretary opposed the suggestion to refer the
schedule to a select committee., He was not
aware whether the schedule of a Bill could be
referred to a select committee,

The Crirr SrcrrTaRY : That is the difficulty.

Mr. SMITH : If that was so it was a pity, as
the Committee of the Whole could not consider a
question like that which required that the facts
and figures should be carefully gone into, and the
map carefully studied.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : He was anxious
to make some progress with the Bill, and sug-
gested that the Committee should consider the
schedule, division . by division. If the hon.
member for Croydon would withdraw his
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amendment the original schedule could be pro-
posed division by division, and then the hon-
member could propose the inclusion of elec-
torates he wanted included in a certain division.
The present discussion was aimless, and he
wanted to make some progress.

Mr. BROWNE: He also wanted to get on
with the Bill, but he did not think the proposal
made by the hon. gentleman would make much
difference., What he suggested was that the
words proposed to be omitted should be omitted,
and then, when they had created the blank, they
could fix up the new schedule division by divi-
sion, and any hon. member could propvse any
amendment he liked.

The CHIEF SKECRETARY reminded the
hon. member that the apprehension of the Com-
mittee was that the blank would not be created.

Mr. K1psrox : That is the danger,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : And if the
words remained in there would be no opportunity
of further dsaling with the matter. He sug-
gested, therefore, that the hon. member should
withdraw his amendment and let the original
schedule come before the Committee, and be
dealt with division by divison,

Mr. BROWNE: If the feeling of the Com-
mittee was against the creation of the blank,
what was the use of going through the farce of
proposing amendments on the schedule line by
line ? If the Committee agreed to create the
blank, then any motion might be made to fll it,
and any other amendment would be the same ashis
amendment, as the matter would then be in the
hands of the Committee to make the schedule
what they pleased.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Govern-
menst bad no ohjection to allow the blank to Le
created.

HoNoURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Question—That the words proposed to be
omitted stand part of the schedule—put and
negatived.

Mr. STePHENS : Divide !
Committee wants,

HowouraBLE MEMBERS : You are too late.

Mr. BROWNE proposed to adopt the sugges-
tion made, and would move his amendment
division by division, e proposed, as the first
words to be inserted in the blank created, the
following :—

Division : Darling Downs—Aubigny, Cambooya, Car-
narvon, Cunningham, Dalby, Drayton and Toowocomba,
and Warwick.

The CHAIRMAN : There seems to be some

difficulty about discussing the sche-

Let us see what the

[6 p.m.] duleline by line ; but I may tell hon.
members that they can move any
amendments on the amendment; that the

amendment before the Committee will now be
treated in the same way as the main question.

The CHIEF SECRETARY moved that the
words ““Carparvon” and ““ Dalby” be omitted
from the Darling Downs division, with a view of
placing them in divisions subsequently to come
under consideration.

Question —That the word ‘¢ Carnarvon,” pro-
posed te be cmitted, stand part of the amend-
ment—stated.

Mr. McDONALD : It appeared to him that
the Chief Secretary was really procecding to
ingert the original schedule of the Bill.

The CHigr SECRETARY : That is for the Com-
mittee to decide.

Mr. McDONALD: The Committee had
%hﬁady decided to knock out the schedule of the

The CHIEF SECRETARY :
blank.

Mr. McDONALD : Tt amounted to the same
thing. He thought it would be really better to
discuss the original schedule, and that should

To create a large
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have been done at the very first, The Committze
were now being asked to discuss the matter in a
back-hand sort of way. What was the use of
creating a blank if they were going to fill it up
with what had been omitted ? He could see the
difficulty the Committee was in,

Mr. GROOM (Drayton and Toowoomba) would
like the hon. gentleman to state his reasouns for
striking out the words ““Carparvon” and
““Dalby.” The Committee had decided to create
a blank, and it seemed to him that the hon. mem-
ber for Croydon had been canght in a trap. As
had been said by the hon. member for Herbert
with regard to the original proposal, there had
been a laudable attempt to make the whole of
the electorates equnal in point of population, so
that there would be an equalisation of represen-
tation—not that one member going into the
Federal Parliament would represent 4,000 elec-
tors and another 9,000. The hon. member for
Croydon sought to obtain equal representation.

Mr., BrownE: Hear, hear !

Mr, GROOM : He could say from personal
knowledge, that the Darling Downs would be
one of the most easy constituencizs in the whole
group for candidates to contest, because they
would be able to reach every centre in that
division by rail ; but Ly adding Carnarvon and
Dalby, they would have to travel 300 or 400
miles by coach or buggy in order to reach every
cenfre, But he took a higher stand than thas.
Ion, members were bound to take into con-
stderation the interests of the electors themselves,
and in Carnarvem, Dalby, and the Darling
Downs, there was a commwuniby of interests,
which should be recognised by the Committee.
The Darling Downs should be treated as one
comprehensive whole. It should be borne in mind
that the electors in Carnarvon had communicated
with their member, the Home Secretary, pro-
testing against the injustice of omitting Carnar-
vou from the Darling Downs division, and their
case should be taken into consideration. They
had been assured that this was not a party
measure, and he contended that the interests of
the electors were paramount—above every
other consideration. He believed the hon.
member for Dalby’s sympathies were with the
amendment of the hon. member for Croydon,
and if that were so he hoped the hon. member
would express himself to that effect. The
interests of these electorates would be seriously
involved with regard to the tariff question,
and it was important that they should have an
opportunity of electing representatives who
would put their views fairly before the Federal
Parliament.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : He was very
glad to hear the hon. member for Drayton and
Toowoomba give information as to the desira-
bility of including Dalby and Carnarvon in the
Darling Downs electorate, but he wanted hon,
members to understand that, in bringing in the
schedule, it was terely done with a view to
facilitating discus-ion withrespect to the different
divisions. He had not said that he wonld
abandon the scheme which he had proposed, but
if he had insisted upon rejecting the hon. mem-
ber’s amendment, and on the acceptance of the
schedule in the Bill, hon. gentlemen would have
been prevented from any subsequent discussion.
With a view of meeting hon. members, not with
a view of abandoning the electorates as set out
in the schedule, he had proposed the omission of
Carnarvon. The schedule which had been intro-
duced by the hon. member differad from his, as
it gave a descriptive appellation of ¢ Kennedy ”
toalarge district which, in the Bill’s schedule, was
called “Flinders.” He was prepared to make that
alteration, but he thought it was far hetter to con-
siderthisclausede novo. Hewasnot breakingfaith
with hon. members when he endeavoured, so far
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as he could individually without making it a
party matter, to remain true to his original pro-
posals. He might explain, in reply to the hon.
member for Drayton and Toowoomba, that the
reason why Carnarvon was not included in the
Darling Downs was that it was considered more
of a pastoral than an agricultural district, and
therefore might be incorporated with the
Maranoa. Dalby, from its geographical posi-
tion, was also supposed to be outside the true
Darling Downs vegion. Ior those reasons, and
in order to equalise the representation, it was
considered that those districts should be placed
in the Maranoa electorate.

Mr. BELL (Dalby): He would certainly dis-
abuse the hon. gentleman’s mind of that idea.
He would like to know under what influences
that impression could have got inside the hon.
member’s brain at all. He thought Dalby

The CHAIRMAN : If you will allow me, the
word proposed to be omitted is *‘ Carnarvon.”
That of Dalby will come as a second amend-
ment.

Mr. Groom : He mentioned both of them.

The CHAIRMAN : We must take one amend-
ment at a time.

Mr. BELL: He was not in the Chamber
when the question was put, and he had been
informed that the words were *“Carnarvon ” and
“ Dalby.” Asthe Chairman said that was not
50, he would reserve his remarks until “Dalby ”
came on.

Mr. LEAHY : He would like to know how
they were to consider the question at all unless
they were to take Dalboy and Carvarvon
together? They were really one question, and
ought to be considered as one guestion.

The HoME SECRETARY : The one necessarily
decides the other,

Mr. LEAHY : They could not take a step of
this kind, unless they knew what the next step
was going to be. This opened up a very large
guestion, The hon. member for Croydon had
given notice of a certain motion, which he with-
drew afterwards.

Mr. BROWNE:
motion,

Mr. LEAHY : No, a blank had been created
with a view to certain thing, and the hon. mem-
ber for Oroydon intended to propose certain
things. He said that, although the question
before the Chair at the present time was one,
there was another question which was identical
with it. They must discuss the question of Car-
narvon in connection with Dalby. .

The HoME SECRETARY : It is a test question.

Mr, LEAHY : What he wanted to say was
this—and if he was not in order he was prepared
to test the matter—he had no objection to Car-
narvon and Dalby both going out of the Maranoa
and going into the Darling Downs, but he wanted
it recognised that South-wsstern Queensland was
a district by itself, as well as the Northern and the
Central. If the South-western district was to be
allowed to form a separate electorate, he would
have no objection to Dalby being included in the
Darling Downs, Of course it would not have
a large proportion of electors, but it would not
be so much behind some of the electorates in
New South Wales, If Carnarvon and Dalby
were added to the Darling Downs electorate,
taking into account the enormous area which
the South-western district contained, and the
very large interests which were concerned, he
thought there would be a very respectable
proportion. Taking into consideration the way
in which they had worked it out in New South
‘Wales, it would compare with the same elec-
torate in New South Wales, where there were
large centres of population. They wanted to
consider exactly where they were, 1f it was
considered that South-western Queensland had

I have not withdrawn any
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not a sufficiently large population to form an
electorate, what were they to put into it—what
were they going to substitute in the Maranoa
distrigt for the districts which were excised from
it? Suppose they put the Gregory into the
Maranoa, what community of interest would
there be with it? What community of interests
could there be with a district which traded with
Townsville, and a district which traded with
Brisbane, Central Queensland being in between ?

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member will see
now the confusion the Committee will get into if
we allow more than one amendment before the
Committee at a time, My duty is clear. The
only amendment b-fore the Committee is the
omission of the word “‘ Carnarvon.” We cannot
propose to omit one word in ove place, and
another word in another place. We must take
them one after the other, It may certainly be
permitted to discuss two together, but if we allow
amendments to be proposed all over the amend-
ment of the hon. member for Croydon, we shall
fall into the difficulty that the hon. member Is
now falling into of gning into otherdivisions. It
will be much clearer to keep to the one question
before the Committee.

Mr. LEAHY : The position was as clear as

mud.

The CHAIRMAN : T think the remark of
the hon, member is not respectful to the Chair,
and the hon, mewmber is in duty bound to with-
draw that remark.

Mr. LEAHY said that he was referring to the
whole position, and not to the Chairman’s
remarks,

The CHAIRMAN: The remark was made
just after I made my explanation, and I consider
it was a most improper one and most disrespectful
to the Chair,

Mr. LEAHY : He was not referring to the
Chairman’s remarks at all, but to the general
position. He had occupied the chair himself,
and hoped he knew his duty to the Chair. He
wag referring, as he said, to the general position,
The schedule had heen before them in its original
form, then it had been withdrawn by the Govern-
ment, and now it was brought in again. It was
a hopeless muddle. He had made no proposition
for the consideration of the Committee, so that
he could not be exactly out of order, He was
discussing the amendment proposed by the Chief
Secretary on the amendment of the hon. mem-
ber for Croydon. They weie not going to pro-
ceed in the dark. They must consider what
would follow the acceptance of the amendment,
as the question would arise whether it was
better to leave things as they were, or to
agree to the Chief Secretary’s amendment. He
was not mixing up any other proposition with
the question of the omission of Carnarvon and
Dalbhy, but they were so closcly associated that
it was impossible to separate them. If the
amendment of the hon. member for Croydon
remained as it was, then they would have to con-
sider what would be the position of Maranoa.
It wounld have to have tacked on to it a district
with which it had no community of interest, as
it traded with Townsville. Of course, if the
Committee liked to do that, it had the power.
IIe had no interest in the matterat all, but what
he and other hon. members complained of was
that they were proceeding very slowly, and a
great deal of the want of progress was the fanlt
of the Government. If the Government had
any functions to perform, one of them surely was
to bring measures before the Chamnber in a con-
crete form, and they should know what they
wanted. The Government breught in one
schedule, and immediately said that they were
prepared to accept another. What was the use of
trying to carry on on party lines if the Govern-
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ment did not know what they wanted them-
selves? They might sit there for twelve months,
and be no *“ forrarder,” as the little boy put it.
He did not care what divisions were made, pro-
vided that some business was done ; but no busi-
ness would be done on thelines on which they were
proceeding. What was the use of the Govern-
ment «aying it was not a party question, while
the other side said it was a party question ? Any
side could make it a party question. He was
afraid that, in bis desire to avoid getting up
frequently, he had mixed up a good many things,
and that was the reason why he might appear to
b2 somewhat boxed. He did not care two pins
how the electorates were carved out; but they
ought to be carved out so as to pay some con-
sideration to community of interests.

The PREMIER thought the hon, member for
Bulloo was hardly fair in his criticism. The
Bill was not a party measure, and he did not
believe that a single member thought it was.

Mr. Carpan: I am certain it is a party
question.

The PREMIER: Well, it ought not to be.

Mr. McDoNaLp : It is now.

The PREMIER : The Government belisved
that they would get the opinion of the Com-
mittee by proceeding as they were doing, and
taking the divisions one by one. No hon, mem-
ber wished to make an unfair division, The
Government did not profess to have the whole of
the knowledge of the community, but they
believed that the division they proposed was
as fair as it was possible to devise. The
hon. member for Cairns talked a great deal
about Woothakata, but it was not possible to
divide that electorate, although part of it was
coastal and part mining. With regard to
Gregory, he maintained that the bulk of the
trade of that district was done through Winton,
and it ought to belong to Flinders. Flinders
was devoted to mining and pastoral pursnits, so
that there was a community of interests there,
and there was the same identity of interests in
regard to the Central division. There was as
much reason that the South should have a
division of its own. It was impossible to make
a division which would please all portions of the
colony, so long as they had only nine electorates,
but the (Government had made as fair a division
ag could be made under the circumstances. They
had tried to please the South ; they had tried to
pleass the Centre ; and they had tried to please
the North. The hon. member for Flinders said
that Charters Towers and Townsville ought to
go together, but it would be impossible to get
the number of electors required in the two
divisions in the North if that were done.

Mr. McDoxaLn : Their interests are common.

The PREMIER : He admitted that, but, on
the other hand, on the coast north from Mackay,
they had a big dissrict devoted to tropical agri-
culture, and certainly the whole of that country
ought to be in the one electorate. He thought
the Maranoa ought to he the Southern division,
for the reason that there was a community of
interest in the different electorates which it was
proposed to group together in that division.
There would be the interstate commission by

and by, and the member represent-

[4:30 p.m.] ing Maranoa should certainly repre-

sent a group of electorates having a
community of interests in matters to be dealt
with by that commission. Many hon. members
wanted the colony divided into three for the
purpose of electing senators, and now the Govern-
ment wanted to give representatives for three
parts of the colony they said it was unfair, He
did not see how it was unfair if they wanted to
preserve, to a certain extent, the divisions of
North, Centre, and South.
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* Mr. BELL pointed out that a matter being a
non-party question did not mean that the
Government should abrogate its functions of
leading the House. It meant that the Govern-
ment brought forward a definite proposal, but
did not attach any particular significance to the
result if the proposal was not adopted.

HorouraBLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear!

Mr., BELL: He thought thers was some
truth in the suggestion of the hon. member for
Bulloo that there was a want of push on the part
of the Government in the conduct of their busi-
ness in regard to this particular Bill, and he was
not sure that the criticism might not be extended
a little beyond this Bill. He suggested to the
hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill, and to the
hon. gentieman at the head of the Government,
that, though they regarded the Bill as a non-party
one, nevertheless they were in charge of the busi-
ness of the House, and no opportunity should be
lost of pushing it along. He hoped he might be
permitted to refer to the inclusion of Dalby in the
Maranoa division without being ruled out of
order; and in the hope that it might be an
example which some other hon. members would
follow, he would make his remarks as brief as
possible. The reason why he considered that
the suggestion of the Chief Secretary should not
be adopted in regard to the amendment was that
Dalby was undoubtedly a Darling Downs elec-
torate, climatically, geologically, and in every
other aspect., The scenery of the district and
the nature of the employment of the inhabitants
were typical of the Darling Downs, and un-
doubtedly diverse from what prevailed to the
westward., It was not a very good thing to
impute motives, out he was disposed to believe
that in some of the amendments and speeches
made in regard to the arrangements of the
electorates there was something else than pure
disinterested patriotism. Ie was not prepared
to question the bona fides of any hon, member,
but he was not sutliciently calculating as to be
able to look into the future, and say it would
not be a good thing for him to see Dalby in this or
in that division. He preferred to lonk at the
main question as to whether the particular elec-
torate bad a community of interest with the
division in which it was proposed to include it;
and he was insistent in regard to Dalby being
included in the Darling Downs division. He
imagined that after the Commonwealth Govern-
ment was formed we would find ourselves
engaged in a fiscal war, with the representatives
of the agricultural industries on. one side advo-
cating protection, and probably the representa-
tives of the Western and pastoral districts in
favour of a tariff which, if i was protectionist at
all, would be much less protectionist. If they
included Dalby—and he imagined that this
applied also to Carnarvon—if they were included
with purely pastoral electorates, they would be
out of touch, out of sympathy, and out of interest
with the policy that the bulk of those Western
electorates would be dispesed to  support ;
whereas, if they were included with the rest of
the Darling Downs electorates, there would be
an absolute identity in regard to fiscal pro-
posals made in the Federal Parliament. That
seemed an overwhelmingly strong point in regard
to the uestion whether Dalby shonld be in-
cluded in the Western pastoral division or in
an agricultural division such as the Darling
Downs. And no doubt that applied also to
Carnarvon. He thought the hon. gentleman at
the head of the Home Secretary’s Department
deserved some sympathy in the position in
which he found himself., Judging by the Press,
there was an overwhelming feeling in the elec-
torate of Jarnarvon in favour of being included
in  the Darling Downs division, and they
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knew that the Home Secretary was respon-
sible for the original schedule which in-
cluded Carnarvon in the Darling Downs, but
the hon. gentleman, in deference to what
was no doubt a legitimate Cabinet arrange-
ment, since the return of the Chief Secretary
to the colony, found himself, in obedience
to a well recognised constitutional prineiple,
obliged to subordinate his personal opinion
and scheme to the majority of his colleagues.
Though he was acting constitutionally, the
hon. gentleman deserved sympathy, and no
doubt the hon, gentleman would be glad in his
beart if he found that the amendment of his
colleague was not adopted and Carnarvon was
included in the Darling Downs.

The CHIEF SECRETATRY desired to express
the opinion that he should not have been treated
to the strictures just passed upon him, seeing
that he had afforded the hon. member for Dalby
an opportunity of voicing, in his eloquent style,
the claims of Dalby to be iucluded in the
Darling Downs division. If he had insisted on
adhering to the schedule of the Bill asintroduced,
the hon. gentleman would not have had that
opportunity, and he ought to have been thanked
by the hon. gentleman for affording him an
opportunity of making a speech which was a
very valuable contribution to the debate.

Mr. BROWNE said his amendment had been
before the hon. members for days, and several
had promised to support the omission of the
present schedule and the inserticn of the former
schedule. In accordance with that the question
was put to the Committee and a blank was
created. Then he moved his amendment and
the Chief Secretary then started to move amend-
ments upon his amendment. The bon, gentle-
men at the head of the Government in referring
to the matter had again said that it was not &
party question, and he practically left it to the
Committee to adopt the schedule of the Govern-
ment or that which he had proposed with any
amendments in it which the majority might
agree to. With regard to the present amend-
ment he took it that if one, two, or three places
were proposed to be omitted or inserted they
would have to discuss the whole schedule and
the bearing of the amendment on the whole
schednle. The hon. members for Drayton and
Toowoomba and Dalby had expressed their
opinions on the amendment from the point of
view of the Darling Downs, He would not
go into that further than to say that he thought
they had made out a very good case, and that
there was no community of interest between
Carnarvon and Dalby and the Westerneleciorates.
The Chief Secretary had referred to the question
of numerical representation, but he thought the
figures he had before quoted were approximately
as fair as any that could be given by the hon.
gentleman. The amendment proposed by the
hon. gentleman would make the present disparity
even greater. At the present time, the Darling
Downs, one of the most important districts in
the colony, would contain 11,023 voters. Under
the amendment, as moved by the hon. gentle-
man, it would contain only 9,095 voters, and only
6,601 voters who voted at the referendum. He
would give the figures again to show, approxi-
mately, what the different electorates would
contain. Brisbane, 12,644; Darling Downs,
11,0235 Titzroy, 10,681; Kennedy, 9,4563;
Herbert, 10,723; Moreton, 12,426; Oxley, 12,581 ;
Maranoa, 9,102; and Wide Bay, 12,736, Accord-
ing to the schedule which they had omitted,
‘Wide Bay had 14,000 voters, or 2,000 more than
Brisbane, He did not think the hon. gentleman
would contend that that was fair. He thonght
the Darling Downs being left in the schedule
with 11,023 electors would be much the fairest
and most equitable proposal.
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Mr. HIGGS (Fortitude Valley): Hon. members
might feel alittle bit restive because more progress
was not being made, but as a matter of fact they
were proceeding very rapidly, in view of what the
Chief Sscretary said—that if the Bill went to a
select committee the schedule would take three
weeks to decide. He thought they were entitled
to have heard from the hon. gentleman when he
proposed that Carnarvon should be struck out
where he proposed to reinsert it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Restore it to Maranoa.

Mr. HIGGS : He thought there was a very
unequal division of votes throughout the colony
according to the second scheme proposed by the
Government, The first scheme was far more in
keeping with the principle of one vote oue value.
The hon. member for Bulloo had said that in
New South Wales, although they bad one man
one vote, they did not recognise the principle of
oue vote one value. That was a mistake, because
when they adopted one man one vote they eut
up the constituencies so as to contain as nearly
as posrible 2,000 voters. Under the Chief Secre-
tary’s proposal they should have about half the
number of voters in Maranoa as were in Wide
Bay. Maranoawould contain 7,574, and Wide Bay
14,161, In the schedule proposed by the hon.
member for Croydon there would be something
like 10,000 or 11,000 in each. If there was a
more equal division of votes he took it there
would also be a more equal division of interests.
He was perfectly well aware that they could not
get anything like perfection in any division that
might be made, but surely they could devise some
means of getting rid of such discrepancies as he
had mentioned, especially when the discrepancy
was arrived at by placing two electorates in Mara-
noa which claimed to have interests altogether
apart from the majority of interests in that elec-
torate. The propused inclusion of Dalby in the
Maranoa instead of in the Darling Downs elec-
torate would create a diversity of interests, and at
the sametime establisha very great discrepancy by
giving the people of the Marannaelectorate double
the representation given to other districts in the
schedule. A select committee would discuss the
schedule without firing little quips about party
feeling across the Chamber. The appointment
of the hon. member for Croydon, the hon. mem-
her for Rockhampton, and the hon. member for
Drayton and Toowoomba, Mr, Groom, as repre-
senting that side of the House on such a com-
mittee would give great satisfaction to members
on that side, and hon. members opposite could

select four members for themselves, and he was’

sure that they would arrive at a better decision
than that Committee. The probability was that
members would become so tired and restless
under the long discussion that finally they would
vote according to party, and pass the schedule as
proposed by the Government with all its defects
and faults.

Mr. REID (Enoggera) thought the Chief Sec-
retary would have done very much better if he
had stuck to the original schedule, and was
opposed to the amendment which had been
moved by the hon. gentleman. It was well
known to almost everybody in Queensland that
Dalby was in the Darling Downs,

Mr. LraHY : Have you ever heard of Goondi-
windi being included 1n the Darling Downs ?

Mr. REID: He would refer to that matter
prisently.  He had never heard that any doubt
existed in the mind of anybody in Queensland as
to whether Dalby was in the Darling Downs,
The feeling of the people there was to buy several
large estates, and have them cut up into agricul-
tural farms, so that there was evidence of a
community of interests between them and the
residents of the Darling Downs. The Govern-
ment claimed that they desired to secure com-
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munity of interests in the different electorates.
The great ficht in the Federal Parliament for a
number of years would be over the tariff, and
each industry would contend for its own ends.
The South of Queensland would fight against
the Centre and North, The Western part of
the country was “ freetrade”; but Dalby, like
Darling Downs, was “ protection,” and to include
it in the Maranoa would be to do a great
injustice to the people of that district. With
regard to Carnarvon, the Darling Downs end of
it 'was in the Darling Downs, The Goondi-
windi division was clearly distinct from the
Stanthorpe and Inglewood end, and the
people of the Goondiwindi distriet could vote
in the Maranoa electorate with those interested
in the pastoral industry, That could be done
without the slightest difficulty, as the rolls were
compiled in divisions, The schedule which was
originally submitted by the Home Secretary was
well received by the whole colony, and bhe could
not understand why it had been altered by the
Chief Secretary on his return from the old
country, for no argument had been advanced in
favour of the alteration. The only argument
used was that the Goondiwindi interest was
pustoral, and that difficnity could be easily
remedied. The people of Stanthorpe and Ingle-
wood were against being included in Maranoa ;
and he would sugge~t that Dalby and those two
divisions be included in the Durling Downs, and
he trusted the Government would see their way
to agree to that suggestion.

The HOME SECRETARY : As representa-
tive of the district which was more immediately
concerned, it was just as well that he should say
a few words on the subject. He was really
obliged to the hon. member for Dalby for so
happily putting before the House and the country
his (Mr. Foxton’s) unfortunate position. Two-
thirds of the electors in his district were very
anxious to be joined on to Darling Downs, as
they recognised that they had always had a com-
munity of interest with the Darling Downs. It
would not be very long before that part of bis
electorate would be essentially a farming district.
He regarded the vote which would be given on
the amendment purely as a test vote. If Car-
narvon was accepted as part of the schedule, and
the amendment of the Chief Secretary was
rejected, then he took it that would practically
mean the acceptance of the schedule proposed by
the hon. member for Croydon.

Mr. Lragy : No; not at all,

The HOME SECRETARY : At all events,
he wished to say thathe did not see how he could
vote with his colleagues on that question. The
furthest he could go with them was to refrain
from voting at all, knowing what a very strong
feeling existed in his electorate,

Mr. FOGARTY (Draytonand Toowoomba) said

he could not support the amendment

[7 p.m.] movedbythe Chief Secretary because
he thought the motion proposed by
the hon, member for Croydon was a very proper
one. The interests of Carnarvon and Dalby were
identical. The chief centres of populationin Car-
narvon were Stanthorpe, Texas, Inglewood, and
Goondiwindi, and, speaking from personal know-
ledge, he could say that nine-tenths of the
people in those districts were engaged in
agriculture. He challenged anyone to disprove
that statement. Dalby was not far from the
centre of the Darling Downs, and anyone who
knew the country must be convinced that it
should form part and parcel of that elec-

torate, It was true agriculture might not
be so extensive in the mneighbourhood of

Dalby as most of them would like to see,
but the reason for that was the land in
the vicinity of Dalby had not been cut
up for agricultural settlement. Speaking as one
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representing an agricultural centre, he atfirmed
that the interests of Drayton and Toowoomba
and Dalby were identical, and why they should
be connected with the far West he was at a loss
to know. The first proposal submitted by the
Home Secretary with regard to the Darling
Downs electorate was a very wie one. The
hon. gentleman evidently recognised the com-
munity of interests, aud grouped those elec-
torates together which had one common interest,
the interest being the ugriculture, No doubt,
if better facﬂltles were offered, Dalby would
become very closely settled indeed. Around
Stanthorpe there was an immense fruit-producing
country. On the banks of the Severn, in the
neighbourbood of Texas, there was some of the
most magnificent land in Southern Queensland,
though circumscribed in area. A considerable
amount of settlement had already taken place,
and now it was the intention of the Government
to resume certain runs in that locality, that
would lead to the additional settlement of
people who would devote the whole of their
energy and capital to the extension of agricul-
ture. Why the second propusal was submitted
he could not understand. The interests of
agriculture, whether in the vicinity of Drayton
and Toowoomba, or on the banks of the
Severn, or in the neighbourhood of the Bunya
Mountains were exactly alike. For some
time to come the principal problem before the
Federal Parliament would be the framing of a
tariff, and the member representing the Downs
in the Tederal Parliament should go there as
the member of an agricultural electorate; he
should have no divided, and possibly couflicting,
interests to serve. Without speaking dis-
paragingly of any other electorate, he believed
the most important in the colony would be that
of the Darling Dowus, the interests of which
were almost entireiy confined to agriculture. And
agriculture there was only in its infancy. It was
only a matter of time—and a very short time—
when the present population there would increase
at least tenfold, and it was absoclutely necessary
that the member representing such an electorate
shuuld see that agriculture was encouraged, and
its interests safely guarded. No country could
be prosperons without permanent agricultural
settlement, and for that kind of settlement Car-
narvon and Dalby were eminently suitable,
The Government were evidently becoming aware
of the fact rhat land in those electorates was
too valuable to be devoted to stock raising. The
resumption of Glenelg would lead to largely in-
creased settlement, and the same might be said of
the magnificent country at the head of Treverton
Creek. Country of that sort was never intcnded
to remain as a sheepwalk till the end of time.
The same thing applied to the Warroo country,
and though there was beautiful black suil country
there he ventured to say it was in the same state
now as it was fifty years ago. That was not at
all desirable, and, as the land was fit for any
class of agriculture, they wanted settlement to
take place there. The same argument would
apply also to Welltown if the rainfall there was
better. Under those circumstances he could not
see why Carnarvon should be coupled with
Thargomindzh, as the interests of the two dis-
tricts were not at all in common, and thev knew
there was country in the neighbourhood of Thar-
gomindah that was not worth a peppercorn
rental. e had said enough to show that he
intended voting for the amendment proposed by
the hon. member for Croydon, and against the
omission of Carnarvon from the Darling Downs
electorate,

Mr, PLUNKETT (Abert) thought the discus-
sion should have gone vn long encugh to convince
the Chief Secretary of the desirability of including
Carnarvon in the Darling Dowus electorate, The
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hon. members for Drayton and Toowcomba were
in favour of it, and the strongest evidence in its
favour had been given by the Home Secretary.
He hoped the Chief Sceretary would accept the
amendment of the hon. member for Croydon and
let the business go on. He must say that when
that schedule was originally announced he
thought it filled the bill, and he had heard no
objection to it,

Mr. STEWART thought it would take the
ingenuity of a Phil ddelplna. lawyer to unravel
the want of principle upon which the schedule of
the Bill had been founded.

The CHIEF SECRETARY :
the Committee.

The CHAIRMAN : The question now before
the Committee is the omission of the word
¢ Carnarvon,” on the 1st line of the amend-
ment proposed by the hon. member for Croydon.
The original schedule of the Bill is gone.

Mr. STEWART could not understand the
reason for desiring to owit Carnarvon from the
Darling Downs division and include it in
Maranoa.

Question—That the word * Carnarvon,” pro-
posed to be omitted, stand part of the proposed
amendment—put and passed.

The CHIKEEF SKECRETARY : He was pre-

pared to accept the decision of the Committee to
mdude Carnarvon as carrying with it also the
inclusicn of Dalby.

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear !
On “ Division Fitzroy—Clermont,
Leichhardt, Normanby, Port OCurtis,
hampton, and Rockhampton North”—

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Looking over
this division, which covered a very large extent
of country, he thought they mightimprove upon
“Fitzroy” as a fitting desirrnation, and he
moved that the word “Blt7r0y be omitted,
with a view of inserting ¢ Capricornia,”

Mr. GLASSEY (Bundabery) asked the Chief
Secretary to inform the Committee why he
desired this amendment, especially as the hon.
member for Gympie, Mr. Ryland, had given
notice of a similar amendment. He thought
“ Fitzroy 7 was an excellent name for the
division, and he would like some explanation for
the proposed change from Fitzroy to ¢ Capris
cornia.” If it was merely to tickle the fancy
of some people, by giving the division a fancy
high-sounding name, “he would vote against the
amendment of the Chief Secretary. Was there
any other Fitzroy in any of the other colonies ?

Mr. CarLLaN : Yes; in Victoria.

Mr. GLASSEY: That was a reasonable
ground for the change, and ‘“‘ Capricornia” would
suit as well as any other name,

The CHIEF SECRETARY thought the name
“Capricornia ” was_mors appropriate than
““ Fivzroy ” for this division, because the tropic
of Capricorn ran right through the heart of that
electorate—much more so than the Fitzroy River
did. He would be guided entirely by the opinion
of the Committee in the matter, as he was not
absolutely wedded to the change.

Mr. CALLAN (Fitzroy) pointed out that
there was another *“Fitzrov” in Victoria ; and
so if the name of this division was “ Fitzroy,”
there would be two members in the Federal
Parliament sitting for electorates of that name.
He agreed with the proposal to change the nawe
to *“Capricornia,” because he did not think that
the name “ Fitzroy ” deserved to be perpetuated.
It was the name of one of the Governor-Generals
of Australia in times gone by, who was not
celebrated for anything that should cause his
name to be held in esteem.

Mr, RYLAND (Gympie) pomted out that it
was necessary to change the name ‘‘Fitzroy” to
¢ Capricornia,” because it would be better to

That is not before

Titzroy,
Rock-
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have a separate name for each of the federal elec-
torates throughout Australia, and again it was a
more appropriate name than “ Fitzroy.”

Amendment agreed to.

The CHIEY SECRETARY moved that be-
fore the word *“Clermont” the word ¢ Barcoo”
be inserted. TLater on he intended to move the
insertion of the word ¢ Mitchell” after the word
““Leichhardt.” That was to bring the Barcoo
and the Mitchell into the Capricornia divisicn
—to restore the original Fitzroy division to the
i?;ﬁpe in which it appeared in the schedule in the

ill,

Mr. BROWNE explained that he did not
claim that there was anything original in his
amendment. In fact, they were two Govern-
ment proposals ; and he affirmed that the original
schedule was the best on the whole, and he was
going to vote for that schedule, which he bad
moved by way of amendment.

Mr. W, HAMILTON (Gregory) intended to
support the amendment of the hon. member for
Croydon, which reverted to the original schedule,
which, as had been pointed out, had given
general satisfaction. There was a greater com-
munity of interests between the districts men-
tioned in the Fitzroy division in the original
schedule than there was between any other
districts in the schedule, and he believed they
would give general satisfaction.

Mr. CALLAN intended to support the amend-
ment of the leader of the Opposition. In the
first schedule it had been proposed that Port
Curtis should be part of the Fitzroy division.
The Government left that out, and the hon. mem-
ber for Croydon proposed to bring it in again.
The Government left Port Curtis out, although
they knew there would be a railway from Rock-
hampton to Port Curtis, which would bring the
trade and commerce in those districts into unison.
He thought that they had made the greatest

mistake in trying to bring the

[7-30 p.m.] Barcoo in with the ¥itzroy, and he

would oppose it in every way. The

interests of the Barcoo were totally different

from those of the Fitzroy, The Barcoo naturally

belonged to the Western country, and its people

wanted to be joined with districts with which

they had a community of interest and feeling.

Therefore he would support the proposal of the
Jeader of the Opposition.

Mr. KIDSTON: He had much pleasure in
supporting the amendment proposed by the

hief Secretary. He thought, so far as Fitzroy
or Capricornia were concerned, the second
choice of the Government was decidedly better
than the first. He thought that the division, as
shown with the Barcoo and the Mitchell included,
was a much more natural and proper grouping
of Central Queensland electorates than the one
which was first suggested. Anyone who knew
anything about these districts, knew that practi-
cally all the trade and commercial intercourse of
the Barcoo and Mitchell was with Rock hampton,
and that very fact made a common interest
between Rockbampton and the West, and indi-
cated that they ought to be, as far as possible,
associated together politically. He was quite
willing to see Port Curtis included; but he
would rather see Port Cartis left out than that
the Barcoo and the Mitchell shounld be left out.

Mr, FITZGERATLD (M7tchell): It was amusing
to him to hear the members of the coastal districts
dealing with Western electorates. The member
for Rockhamp?on of course contended that Rock-
hampton was the port of the West. It was the
natural port no doubt, but what the hon. mem-
ber wanted to do was simply to boost up Rock-
hampton. As a Western inan, however, he was
about tired of Rockhampton, and he felt it was
about time ‘the Western members combined and
had a Western division.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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5 MEexBERS on the Government side: Hear,
ear !

Mr. FITZGERALD : He maintained that it
was much more natural that Port Curtis should
be included in the Central division than the
‘Western district should be. Rockhampton would
always be a coastal district, and its whole political
influence would be on the coast, because the
towns of Rockhampton and Mount Morgan
would naturally control the whole voting power
of the district. The interests of a place like
Rockbampton and Mount Morgan were identical
with those of (ladstone and Port Curtis, If,
however, hon, members looked 300 or 400 miles
out West they would not find any agricultural or
mining like there was on the coast, but simply
rich pastoral districts, which for years and
years would be nothing but pastoral districts.
Going north to the Gregory, and south to the
Warrego, it was all purely pastoral country.
Did it not strike hon. members that it would be
more natural and convenient, and more to the
interests of the residents of the far West, if
thosedistricts were joined with districts whichhad
identical interests with their own? If they did
not, the fine Western districts would be repre-
sented by a man who, like the hon. member for
Rockhampton, knew nothing about the West
or its requirements. If those districts were
banded together, they would be able to send at
least one member down to the Federal Parlia-
ment who would represent their interests. He
appealed to the members of the Committee to
consider that, The Western districts had not a
very big voting power at the present time, and
they were consequently shuttle-cocked out of
everything, but in a case like this, when they
were trying to do the best for the future,
hon. members should go into the matter care-
fuily, and see that the Western districts were
grouped together, as they were proposed to be
by the leader of the Opposition. He did no$
wish to raise any illfeeling between the Western
people and the coastal residents, but he really
thought that if the proposal of the Chief
Secretary was accepted, the representatives of
the Central districts would be elected by the large
majority in the coastal towns. The Bareoo, the
Mitchell, the Gregory, and the Warrego, com-
prised the grandest pastoral country in Aus-
tralia—perhaps in the whole world—and their
interests should be considered. He thought that
the Barcoo and the Mitchell should both be
inciuded in the Maranoa division, and for that
reason he supported the amendment of the
leader of the Opposition,

Mr. GIVENS (Cairns) intended to support
the original suggestion made by the leader of the
Opposition. He could not see why Port Curtis
should not be included in the division of
Capricornia. It was proposed to connect Rock-
hampton with Gladstone by rail in a short time,
and when that was accomplished the interests of
the two places would be identical. It would be
a very unwieldy electorate if it included Barcoo
and Mitchell in addition to Port Cartis.

The PrEMIER : They are all connected by rail.

Mr, GIVENS: It would then be the largest
electorate in the colony, and would have over
14,000 electors. As had been pointed out by
the hon. member for Mitchell, the intervsts of
the people in the interior were by no means
identical with those of the people of Rockhamp-
ton. The coast towns appeared to be under the
impression that the interior existed for the con-
venience of the coast towns, whereas the converse
was the truth. The amendment moved by the
hon. member for Croydon was simply the
original proposition of the Government, who
must have had some good reason for dropping it.
He would ask the Chief Secretary what was the
particular reason for the Government altering
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their minds on the subject? The hon. member
for Gregory suggested to him that he should ask
the hon. member for Bulloo, as he would be
more likely to get the information from him.

Mr. LEaHY : You will never get any informa-
tion from the hon, member for Gregory, any-
way.

Mr. GIVENS: The only man to whom he
would look for information was the hon. gentle-
man in charge of the Bill, who, so far, had given
no sound reason why his amendment should be
accepted instead of the proposition of the leader
of the Opposition.

The PrEMIER : They are connected by rail.

Mr. LEaHY: Thas is an argument used by you
to-night,

Mr. GIVENS: The hon, member wanted to
pin him down to that argument, but he would
ask if the hon. gentleman would be willing to
apply the same argument when they came to
discuss the Herbert divigion? The fact of
districts being connected by rail was a good
argument in connection with community of
interests, but it had its limitations. It must be
limited by the size and population of the pro-
posed divisions. If it was to hold good in every
case, it was an argument for including both
Gladstone and Cunnamulla in the same elec-
toral division as Brisbane, because they were
both connected with Brisbane by rail. All
those arguments had their reasonable limita-
tions, and he could not see why the original
schedule had been departed from by the Govern-
ment. The scheme of division proposed by
the leader of the Opposition should commend
itself to the jndgment of hon. members in pre-
ference to the scheme of the Government. The
districts of Barcoo and Mitchell should be joined
on to the Maranoa division, otherwise it would be
a very small division, and the only reason which
had been suggested why that should not be done
was that it was desired to make the Maranoa a
certainty for some gentleman to be non.inated
by the other side of the Committee. With the
single exception of the hon. member for Rock-
hampton, Mr. Kidston, all the Central members
were in favour of the amendment proposed by
the leader of the Opposition, as well as a
great many Southein members. Before he
recorded his vote, he would like to know
the reason which had induced the Govern-
ment to change their minds, and why it should
be propoesed tu make Capricornia by far the big-
gest electorate in the colony, at the same time
destroying the compactness of an adjoining elec-
torate.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Thereason why
the (Government had recousidered the matter was
that Barcoo and Mitchell had always been re-
garded as belonging to the Central portion of the
colony, and the same held good of Port Curtis.
He did not intend to move the deletion of Port
Curtis ; but some hon. member might choose to
move that it be omitted. Hon. members seemed
to run away with the idea that these were
permanent divisions for the representation of
Queensland in the Federal Parliament. That
was a mistaken impression. They were merely
formulating a tentative scheme under which
presentation would be given; but, when the
census was taken next year, there was not the
slightest doubt that there would be a redistribu-
tion of seats, and that Queensland would have
increased representation, which would necessitate
an entirely different arrangement.

Mr. FORSYTH (Carpentaria) intended to
support the proposal of the Chief Secretary. He
looked upon the Capricornia division as the most
compact of the lot except the metropolitan divi-
sion, and,if the Mitchell and the Barcoo were
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taken out it would spoil the division. The idea
with some hon. members was to get as nearly as
possible the same number of electors in each
division, but he did not think that was a matter
of so much importance. In New South Wales
the numbers ranged from 9,568 to 15,936, and in
Viectoria frem about 9,000 to about 14,000, He
thought the country electorates should always
have less than the towns.

Mr. TurrLey: What about Wide Bay and
Brisbane ?

Mr. FORSYTH :: Wide Bay had a very large
number, and he would be prepared to reduce the
number ; but what they wanted was to get the
community of interests settled, and he could not
see that the Balonne and Bulloo had anything
to do with the Mitchell and the Barcoo. The
whole of the Mitchell and Barcoo trade went to
Rockhampton ; the interests of those districts
were identical with the interests of other elec-
torates of the Central district, and he saw no
reason why they should be put into another
division. He would not vote for the amend-
ment of the hon, member for Croydon under
any circumstances,

Mr. KERR (Barcoo) : Anyone who knew the
Central district knew there was nocommunity of
interest between the Mitchell and the Barcoo
districts on the one hand, and Fitzroy and
Rockhampton on the other. As to the trade
going to Rockhampton, there was a very large
amount of the trade of the Barcoo and Mitchell
distriets that went to Charleville, and then on to
Brisbane, owing to the rates on the railway.
With regard to the alteration that had been
made from the original schedule, it had been
publicly stated that the hon. member for Bulloo
had agood deal to do with the alteration.

Mr. ForsyT : Hesays he had not.

Mr. KERR: If they wanted to put electorates
that had community of interests into the same
divisions, he claimed that the Warrego, Barcoo,
Mitchell, Gregory, Balonne, Bulloo, and Mara-
noa districts had a community of interest, The
people there were largely engaged in pastoral
pursuits, atd they had also a community of
interest in being Crown lessees, If he were to
consult his own individual opinion, and he were
standing for the Federal Parliament, he would
say that under the proposal of the Chief Secre-
tary it would be a very compact electorate : but
he was there to consult the inserests of those who
sent him to represent them, and they helieved
that the first schedule framed was the one they
ought to be under. Therefore he would vote for
the amendment of the hon. member for Croydon.
If there was a redistribution at some future time,
after the census was taken, and the people of the
Mitchell and Barcoo districts considered that it
would be better for them to be included with
Rockhampton and the Fitzroy, they could then
be included in those electorates.

Mr. BOWMAN (Warrego) intended to sup-

port the proposal of the hon. mem-

[8p.m.] ber for Croydon. He thought the
remarks that fell from the hon.
member for Herbert respecting one vote one
value were worthy of consideration, and since
the Darling Downs had been altered by the inclu-
sion of Carnarvon and Dalby, that natucally
weakened one of the divisions they had to take
into consideration. Now, in the schedule pro-
posed by the leader of the Opposition, the
Fitzroy would have 10,959 votes and the Waxr-
rego 9,682, and if the proposal of the Chief
Secretary was carried out in reference to the
Gregory, it being in the Flinders division, then
the Maranoa wounld have 5,484 voters, which was
altogether ont of proportion. Taking the pro-
posal as submittted by the Chief Secretary, the
Fitzroy would have 14,249 votes, which was out
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of proportion. The Barcoo, Mitchell, and
Gregory could well come within the scope of the
Maranoa electorate,

Mr. STORY (Balonne): He might be allowed
to say, as a man who knew something about the
matter, that there was no community of intevest
whatever between the Barcoo and Mitchell, and
the Bulloo and Balonne. Everyone who lived
in the West knew that travelling was now done
from west to east, and the people from west to
east knew one another.  There was no travel-
ling from north to south. The Barcoo and
Mitchell were as foreign to the Bulloo and
Balonne as the Gulf country was. The only
titoe they saw men from the North was when
they were coming down with cattle and sheep,
He considered it was a very happy divi<ion
when the Southern and Western Railway was
taken as near the partition as it was possible
to take it. It was impossible to make the
railway the northern boundary, because it ran
through the Warrego and Murilla districts, but
they stopped at the northern boundary of both
those electorates, and they made the country
from the Southern and Western Railway to the
border a perfectly compact electorate, where
people knew one another, and where their
interests were identical. The Warrego belonged
to them. They kuew the Charleville people,
and from the far western boundary to the
Thargomindah district, as far as Dalby at any
rate, they knew one another well, and they
knew the Warrego people well, because they
had to pass through their district in their
travels to come to the capital. North of
that, they kuew nothing at all about the
pwple, and bad no interests in common with
them. In electing a member, it was well for the
districts to be so regulated that the best men
should be well known. He did not think the
hon. member for Barcoo would be able to point
out who were the three or four leading men in
the Bulloo, Balonne, or Maranoa districts. He
was sure the hon. member for Warregn could
point them out at once. On the other hand, he
(Mr. Story) knew nothing about the leading men
in the Barcoo and Mitchell. He was altogether
of the opinion of the hon. member for Rock-
hampton, Mr. Kidston, that the division had
been made as well as it was possible to be made,
as it was not possible to make the division
exactly on the line of the railway.

Mr. LEAHY : As the Chief Secretary had
pointed out, they must adhere as nearly as
possible to the different boundaties which had
been impressed upon them, certainly ever since
he had been in the House, and which would
probably remain for many years after he left it.
There were three great divisions in the colony,
and the contention was that, as nearly as possible,
they should group the electorates with coater-
minous boundaries to those great divisions.

Mr. BrowNE: He said he wanted to wipe ont
the divisions.

Mr. LEAHY : Only with regard to the Senate.
Now, there were150,000 people in the Centre and
North of Queensland, and that was considerably
less than one-third of the population. All those
districts could claim therefore was one-third of
the representation, and that would be more than
their share. Central Queensland had exactly got
the quota, which was one-ninth part of the popu-
Jation, and he thought that the whole of Central
Jueensland should go into one electorate.

Mr. Bowyax: How would that apply to the
Serate ?

Mr. LEAHY: That would apply to the
Senate equally as well as to the House of Repre-
sentatives if the principle of representation was
the same, which it was not. The difference
between the two was that the Senate was sup-
posed to represent the whole State, while the
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House of Represeatatives represented the sec-
tions of the community with a community of
interest. But the question was whether Barcoo
and Mitchell should be excised from Fitzroy,
and he did not wish to be drawn off that. It
had been said a thoussnd times that if they took
Barcoo and Mitchell out of Central Queensland
there would be nothing left. The Mitchell was
Central Queensland. What they had to consider
was whether the three great divisions were
fairly represented in the people’s House, and it
seemed to him that Central Queensland wanted to
encroach very much upon Southern Queensland.
He was prepared to give the Centre a large re-
presentation in the House of Representatives,
and the Corsmittee were giving them that, but
they were not satisfied, and wanted to ge’c a
patch of Southern Queensland as well as of
Northern Queensland. There was neither reason
nor argument in the pr oposal of the hon. member
for Croydon in that instance, and he was very
pleased to see that the hon. member for Rock-
hampton, Mr, Kidston, who was certainly a
mostintelligent member (Opposition laughter)——

He did not see why hon. members opposite should
be so anxious to seize an opportunity of poking
fun at one of their most prominent members ; the
great bulk of them had reason to be jealous of
him, but he did not think they would dis-
play their jealousy by indulging in derisive
laughter when he was spoken of as an
intelligent member-—at anyrate he was very
pleased to see that he did not suvport the pro-
pozal of the hon., member for Croydon. As
the hon. member for Carpentaria pointed out,
the Central division was a most concise division,
and he trusted that whatever difference might
arise between the hon. member for Rockhampton
and the hon. member for Fitzroy, the Com-
mittee would see that justice was done to that
division. The #enior member for Rockhampton
had time after time brought forward motions
atfirming that the whole of Central Queensland
shouid be preserved intact for the purposes of
election of members to the House, and made a
motion to that effect the previous day.

Mr. TvrLEY : Why did you oppose it?

Mr. LEAHY : He did not oppcese if, and he
promised the hon. member that he would support
1t.

Mr. JENKINSON : You told me so.

Mr, LEAHY : He told the bon. member for
Wide Bay so, because it represented an exact
quota of the population of Queenslard. He had
fitends and some solid interests in Central
Queensland, and he objected to the proposition
of the hon. member for Croydon, and hoped the
Committee wonld not agree to it.

Mr, BROWNE : The hon. member for Bulloo
suiccessfully tried on a little leg-pulling with ¢ne
of the hon. members for Il uckbamptnn the other
day ; but he did not think the hon. member for
Rockhampton, Mr. Kidston, would suffer his leg
to be pulled in the same way as his colleague had
done.

Mr, Leauy : There was no leg-pulling ; but
you laughed st my speaking of him as an 1telli-
gent meinber.

Mr. BROWNE : They laughed at the awkward
way in which the hon. member tried to pull the
leg of an astute member like the hon. member
for Rockhampton. The hon. member for Bulloo,
referring to the question before the Committee,
said he hoped that hon. members would not allow
those two electorztes to he taken out of the
Central division. The amendment under con-
sideration proposed nothing of the sort, and it
was proposed, not by him but by the Chief Secre-
tary. The subject under consideration was the
or'ginal schedule published by the Government,
and it did uot include the Mitchell and the
Barcoc in the Central division, The Chief
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Secretary proposed, as an amendment on that
schedule, that those two electorates should be
taken from the Warrego or Maranoa division and
put into the Central division. It was all very
well to talk about those electorates being along
the railway line, and about their making the
division c-impact ; but if that argument had any
weight, then Cunnamulla and Gladstone should
be grouped with Brisbaue, seeing that there was
railway communication between those places and
the metropolis. The Chief Secretary said he was
sticking to the Government proposals; but he
was doing nothing of the sort. In the latest
proposal Port Curtis was omitted from the
Central division, and now the hon. gentlemun
said he was going to inser$ it in that division, so
that he was not sticking to even that proposal.
The inclusion of Barcoo, Mitchell, and Port
Curtis in the Fitzroy division would give that
division a population of 14,249 electors, or over
2,000 more than there were in the Brisbane
electorate. No hon. member who knew the
Western country could say that there was any
comnunity of interest between it and Rock-
hampton. The Rockhampton Bulletin, the leading
newspaper in the Central distriet, approved of
theoriginal schedule, but unreserved.y condemned
leaving out Port Curtis, and ipcluding the other
two districts which had been mentioned so often
during the discussion. He did not think any
sufficient reason had been given for including
Barcoo and Mitchell in the Maranoa,

Mr, COWLEY : While admitting that there
was a great deal of truth in what the hon.
member for Bulloo had said, and that it would
be very desirable, if possible, to keep those two
districts in the Central electorate, he failed to
see how it would work., If they took out the
Barcoo and the Mitchell, the same argument
would hold good with regard to the Gregory ;
and the Gregory must certainly go, too. Accord-
ing to the published table, the population of the
Maranoa was only given as 9,102, and the votes
polled at the referendum were 5,769. If they
took out the Barcoo, the Mitchell, and the
Gregory, that would leave Maranoa with only
5,191 electors. If Gregory was to be restored to
Kennedy, what was proposed to be given to
Maranoa? While leaving Maranoa with only
5,191 electors, it would give to the Capricorn
electorate 14,462, or nearly three times the
number. Surely they could not accept that, and
nnless the Chief Secretary could show that if
those were to be deleted he was going to substi-
tute some others to be included in Maranoa, he
should support the schedule as proposed by the
hon. member for Croydon.

Mr. TURLEY (Brishane South): The hon.
member for Bulloo evidently wished to play the
same game that be had endeavoured to play
amongst hon. members on his own side. He
sought to throw the apple of discord amongst the
members of the Labour party so that they would
play one off against the other, but he did not
think their vanity was so great that they would
allow him to do anything of the sort. The hon.
member had been pouring treacle down the back
of the hon. member for Rockhampton because he
did not agree with the motion submitted by the
hon. member for Croydon. “hey had had one
experience of the hon. member’s tactics, and
they did not want any more. They were not
inclined to allow him to exercise any influence
over them again,

Mr, LEAHY : Then you admit I did influence
you once.

Mr. TURLEY : He would admit that to sone
extent they were once fooled by the hon. mem-
ber. They tock his word for what it was sup-
posed to be worth, but they found out what the
actual value of it was, and consequently they
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did not intend to accept it any more. The hon.
member asked them to look at the size of that
particular electorate. What had the size of the
electorate got to do with it? The hon member
might just as well ask them to look at the size of
the Oxley electorate.

Mr. LEaHY : Your own side has been advo-
cating it to-night.

Mr. TURLEY : Not on account of area, but
from the fact that there were a certain number
of people living in that electorate, and a certain
number of voters who were likely to record their
votes for the person who stood for that division.
That was the main thing they were taking into
consideration at present. They knew what the
hon. member’s politics were. When it was a
question of rabbits in the south-west it wasa
deplorable country, not worth 5s. a mile, but
when it was a question of railways being con-
structed out there it was the best portion of
Queensland, and worth any amount of money to
the State. The hon. member was endeavouring
to play the same sort of game in connection with
those electorates. One or two evenings ago the
hon. member was not solicitous for the protec-
tion of his own particular interests in the Central
district. Now he told them that what interests
he had in Central Queensland he wished to see
protected.

Mr. LEanY : I did not.

Mr. TURLEY : The hon. member said he
had a large number of friends in the Central
distriet, and he had considerable interests in the
Central district ; and that was the reason why he
wanted to see

Mr. LEARY : I did not say that was the reason.

Mr. TURLEY : He took down the hon. mem-
ber’s words at the time: That he had a solid
interest in the Central district, and because of
that—

Mr. Lrany : No.

Mr. TURLEY : What was the reason of the
hon. member saying that, unless it was the
motive actuating him in separating electorates
whose interests were identical. It did not matter
whether a person lived in the Warrego, or the
Barcoo, or the Mitchell, the Bulloo, or the
Balonne, their interests were identical as graziers.
That was the chief consideration, and it made
not the slightest difference where their wool
went for shipment or whither their cattle
travelled so long as they reached a market.

Mr. LEAaHY : That shows your ignorance.

Mr, TURLEY : Their particular interest was
the representation of the pastoral industry in the
Parliament of the Commonwealth, and that was
the object they had in view. It had been
pointed out by the Home Secretary that the
reason he had divided the North in the way he
had was becoause in one of the divisions there
was the great bulk of the mining industry.
He pointed out that it was impossible for him to

include the whole of the mining

[8°30 p.m.] industry in the one electorate ; but

he had endeavoured, as far as pos-
sible, to centre the one interest in the one elec-
torate. Now, the hon. member told them that
the interest of a man away out on the border of
South Australia was the same as the interest of
a man living on the Darling Downs. Had the
hon. member ever said that before in discussing
any legislation affecting the Western country?
They knew that on such occasions the hon.
member had pointed out the diversity of interests.
If the persons living in the Carnarvon and Dalby
electorates felt that they had a grievance because
the boundaries had been altered, their represen-
tatives should give effect to their views, and the
hon. gentleman had interjected, so long as those
people were satisfied, why should anyone else
interfere. He denied that doctrine altogether.
If a small number of peopls in one portion
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of Queensland thought certain things would suit
them, though they might be opposed to the best
interests of the rest of Queensland, the hon.
gentleman said, ¢ Whose business is i, so long
as they are satisfied 2”7 That was not the sort of
thing that should be tolerated in Queensland
politics. It was not a question of whether the
people of the Thargomindah district or the
person who was supposed to run for that elec-
torate were satistied with the division or not.
The question was one which must be decided
by the House, and he did not think they would
find any number of people who would be satisfied
with a division under which there would bs
7,000 persons in one electorate returning a repre-
sentative, and 14,000 in another also retarning
only one representative. Did the hon. member
mean to say that a person living in the Barcoo,
Bulloo, or Balonne was of such superior intelli-
gence that his opinion would be worth twice as
much as that of a man living in the Wide Bay
district ?

Mr. Leany: Twice as much as yours on some
subjects,

Mr. TURLEY : And possibly twice as much
as the hon. member’s on other subjects. But
if the hon. member, voting for his own iuterests,
as he led them to believe he was—and as the
hon. member made the statement himself, he
had no right in that House to deny it

Mr. Leany: You know very well that I have
denied that twice, and that by the rules of the
House you should accept it.

Mr. TURLEY : He had said that the hon.
member made a statement.

Mr. LeEa®Y : And I say I did not.

Mr. TURLEY : Then according to the formsof
the House, as the hon. member bad said, he
must accept the hon. member’s denial, but the
hon. member certainly said something very much
like it, and so like it thatit was v-ry hard totake
anything else out of it, The contention of the hon,
member for Croydon was correct, that the number
of people had to be considered, and their object
should be to secure that the representative of each
division they made should represent as nearly as
possible the same number of peuple. As nearly
as possible it had been admitted that the first
schedule issued met that, but when the second
schedule was issued they found that only 7,000
people in the particular part of the country the
hon. member for Bulloo represented were to
return one representative, while from 12,000 to
14,000 were required to return arepresentativein
another part of the colonv.

Mr, LraHY : It is the House said it should be

50,

Mr, TURLEY : The House had not said it
should be so. The first and second schedules
issued had been issued on the authority of the
Government, and the House had had no say in
either of them. What the House had done was
simply to leave out the division the hon. member
was working so hard to get because the House
aid not tkink it just that the vote of a man in
one part of the colony should have twice the
value of the vote of a man ia some other part of
it.  The question now to be considered was
whether the Committee was going to restore the
schedule which it had already decided should be
left out. What influences might be at work
with the hon. member or anyone else Le did not
know, but he was satisfied that the opinion of
the bulk of the people outside was that the
different divisions should be as nearly as possible
representative of an equal number of electors.

Mr. LEAHY : He did not know that a per-
gonal attack upon himself had anything to do
with the contents of that clause, but evidently it
had, from the remarks which the hon, member
had just made.

Mr. TveLey : You started it,
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Mr. LIXAHY : The hon. member had accused
bim of not keeping his word, and had referred to
a certain matter that had cropped up last year,
He had enly to say, in reply to that, that if the
hon. member would look at a certain letter which
appeared in the Worker, from the then Prime
Minister, and the hon. member’s leader, Mr,
Dawson, he would see that what he had said was
absolutely untrue, and that Mr, Dawson said
that he (Mr. Leahy) had never said a word to
hiw that he did not keep. That was the reply
he had. The hon. member had sald a great
many other things about him that he need nob
refer to now. He need only say--~and he thought
every member of the Committee would agree
with him—that a man whose character was
known to be fairly good could not be traduced or
disparaged by the bad tongue of a third-rate
politician.  (Opposition laughter.) Most men
had done some things they would rather not
have done, and amongst the many things he had
done the .one he was most sorry for was that
which had the effvct of placing the hon. member
on the front henches of that House, He re-
gretted that for the sake of the hon. member
hiwself, for it had given the hon. member a
swelled head from which he would never recover.
(Laughter.) Politicians would not be always
members of the House. He might have to go
ouiside and look for his living again, and the
hon. member might have to do the same, and he
would not like that an ex-Minister of the Crown
should be hanging around the Government
offices for a job at 302 a week, That was one of
the things he was sorry for, and no action of his
again would ever tend to make the hon. mem-
ber’s head larger than it was at the present time.

Mr. STEWART: The anxicty of certain
hon. members or the Government side to main-
tain the integrity of the Central division,
appeared to him very amusing after what had
happened in the Chamber during the last few
days. 'The hon. gentleman in charge of the Bill
and others assceiated with bhim had told hen.
members that they desired nothing better
than that the term ‘‘Central division,” as
a geographical expression, shiuld be wiped
out, and it had been wiped out. And yet
these hon. members were now peculiarly
desirous of continuing the integrity of that
division when it appeared to suit their own
purposes. He was very much amused at the
arguments brought forward by the hon. member
for Bulloo, because he seemed suddenly possessed
with an extraordinary desire to servethe Central
division. But in what way did he propose to
show kindness to that division ? He was so kind
as to propose to give the people there less
political power than the voters in any other part
of the colony, because that would happen if the
Chief Secretary carried his amendment. His
(Mr. Stewart’s) desire was that the people
in the Central division should have as much
political and voling power, man for man, as
the people in any other part of the ecolony.
It" had been shown that Capricornia would
be the largest electorate in Queensland if
the Chief Secretary’s amerdment was carried.
It would have 14,250 electors, whereas in Bris-
bane there would only be 12,000, and in the
Maranoa there would only be 5,000 or 6,000
electors, Nothing showed more clearly than that
the contempt hon. members opposite had for
the people in the Central division, and he could
come to no other conclusion than that they
thought that two electors in the Central division
were equal to one in the Maranoa. He desired
no such stigma placed on the people in the Centre,
because they were as intelligent as electors in
any other part of the colony. Those were the
reasons why he intended to support the amend-
ment of the hon. member for Croydon. The
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hon. member for Rockhampton appeared to take
an opposite view and he had given his reasons,
Probably he wished to perpetuate the Central
division, but he (Mr. Stewart) was not going
to throw away the substance for the shadow.
The Centre should have two members, but
instead of that they were only getting one mem-
ber for over 14,000 p:ople, while another elecio-
rate would get one member for 7,000 people.
That was not dealing fairly with the Central
division. There had been a lot of talk about
the community of interest beween the Barcoo,
Mitchell, and Rockhampton; but there was no
such community of interest, except that the wool
from the Barcoo and the Mitchell came down the
Central Railway and passed along the Fitzroy
to the open sea, and supplics went by the same
route, If a railway were constructed to the
Gulf, all the wool from those two districts,
would, he was sure, go to Normanton, or what-
ever port there might be inthe Gulf, They were
dealing with something more than mere geogra-
phical areas ; they were dealing with human
beings, voters, and men—and he hoped
that women would be included in the
term- ‘“‘voters” in the near future. They
were not dealing so much with breeding of sheep,
or the growing of wool, or the dizging of gold—
those things were only accessories to human
beings. His contention was that as nearly as
possible every male adult in the colony should
have the same voting power as every other male
adult voter in the colony. If they could not
carry that out in its entirety they should make
some attempt to get as near as possible to that
desirable ideal. He intended to vote for the
amendment of the hon. member for Croydon.
Mr. JENKINSON (Wide Bay): The hon.
memberfor Rockhampton North had fairly placed
hisfinger on the weak spot of this proposal during
his few remarks. Looking at the map, 16
appeared that the two electorates referred to
really belonged to the Central division; but
looking at the matter from a population point of
view-—and it should be borne in mind that they
were not dealing with acres but with electors—
it appeared to him most unjust to attempt to

incorporate these two electorates in the divi- .

sion of Capricornia. There would be 14,249
electors in Capricornia ; but there was
another corollary ; as he understood it was the
intention of the Chief Secretary to endeavour
to get Gregory taken from the Maranoa and
reinstated in Kennedy—that would reduce the
number of electors in that division to 5,484,
He maintained that that would be altogether out
of proportion to the main ideal that they should
have before thein ; and that was—as mentioned
by the hon. member for the Herbert—to have
one vote one value as near as they possibly could.
He believed that the amendment of the hon,
member for Croydon would go as near to that as
they could possibly get, and therefore he intended
to support it, and vote against the amendment
proposed by the Chief Secretary.

Amendment—That the word ‘¢ Barcoo” be in-
serted before ¢ Clermont” (the Chief Secretary’s
amendment) put; and the Committee divided :—

AYFs, 30.

Messrs. Philp, Dickson, Rutledge, Murray, Foxton,
O’Connell, Dalirymple, Bell, Macdonald-Paterson, Boles,
Glassey, Moore, Forsyth, W. Thorn, Keogh, Mackintosh,
Ianran, Bridges, J. C. Cribb, T. B. Cribb, Bartholomew,
Tooth, Stodart, Armstrong, Lord, Story, Stephenson,
Stephens, Leahy, and J. Hamilton.

NoEs, 27.

Messrs. Browne, Hardacre, Dawson, Fisher, Turley,
Kerr, Bowman, McDonald, Lesina, Reid, Maxwell, Dibley,
Givens, W. Hamilton, Jenkinson, Groom, McDonnell,
Fogarty, Fitzgerald, Campbell, Callan, bunsford, Ryland,
Higgs, Jueksen, Stewart, and Cowley,

Resolved in the affirmative.

[31 OcrosER.]
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The CHIEF SECRETARY moved the inser-
tion of ¢ Mitchell” after the word ¢ Leichhards.”

Mr., BROWNE: Of course he was going to
offer his protest against this proposal. The
members representing that portion of the country
had already entered their protest, but as the
Government seemed determined to disfranchise
the Central district to a certain extent, he sup-
posed they must doit. He thought that the
people-of the Central district ought to know that
the Government thought so much of them that
14,249 electors there were only as good as 5,000
and some few odd ones in the Maranoa. For
what purposes they did that he did not know. It
showed the respect the Government and their
followers had for the representative of the
Central district in the Ministry. He entered
his protest against it, but he did not see that it
was much use discussing it to any extent.

Mr, CALLAN: The Chief Secretary had
carried his proposal to include Barcoo in Capri-

cornia, and he now proposed to also

[9 p.m.] include Mitchell. It was no good
saying that it was a non-party
question, because it was a party question all
through ; and the result of the Chief Secretary’s
action would be to give the whole of the Central
division to the Labour party.

Mr, FisHER: But we are opposing it.

Mr. CALLAN : He was deeply interested in
getting a candidate to stand for the Central
division, but there was no use in it now. He
had given up night after night to the Govern-
ment, but he would never again give them a
single hour of his time. He considered that the
Chief Secretary had sold the whole of his party,
either through iguorance or through something
else. Those who had borne the brunt of all
the recent night work had been thrown over by
the hon. gentleman, and he stated emphatically
that the course adopted by the Government that
evening was one that made him utterly averse
to them. The trouble was that there was no
one else whom he could support, but at the
same time he was not going to put himself
out a single bit for the Ministry any more.
He entertained the greatest respect for the
Premier, but the way the Government had dilly-
dallied over the business of the country for the
last two or three months was enough to make
any man say that he would not support them.
The Chief Secretary knew that he was doing
wrong., He thought that the hon. member for
Croydon was making a mistake from his point of
view, although he took advantage of the hon.
member’s amendment ; but the whole of Central
Queensland had now been thrown over to the
laabour party, and, so far as he was concerned,
he would not support the Government any more.

Mr. KERR thought the hon. member for
Fitzroy had given the whole thing away. He
had openly stated that it was a party question.

Mr, Story : There was no occasion for him to
say that. The voting showed that. There was
not a single Labour member over here.

Mr. KERR agreed that it was a party
question, but it was not regarded as such by
members of the Opposition.

Mr. STorY : Ask the hon. member for Flinders.

Mr. KERR: The hon. member for Fitzroy
pointed out that the inclusion of Barcoo and
Mitchell in Capricornia made that a safe Labour
seat, but at the same time both he and the houn.
member for Mitebell had protested agaiust the
inclusion of their electorates in the interests of
their constituents. “There was no doubt that
the Government had made Capricornia a safe
Labour seat.

hMr. StepHENSON : You ought to be overjoyed,
then. : -
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Mr. KERR : They were not overjoyed. They
were not fighting the Bill on party lines—
(laughter on the Government side)—but in the
interests of the electors who sent them there.
He quite sympathised with the hon. member for
Fitzroy for the way in which he had been
treated by his fellow-members on the other side,
and he was very pleased that the action of
the Government had made such a secure seat for
Labour in Central Queensland,

Mr, FITZGERALD : After the vote that had
just been given, he could do nothing more than
enter his protest against the inclusion of his
electorate in Capricornia, They were creating a
division with over 14,000 electors, while just next
door to it they proposed to create another with
only some 5,000 electors, If the hon. member
for Fitzroy wanted to find out the reason for the
action of the Government in including Barcoo
and Mitchell in Capricornia, he had only to look
at the Maranoa division. That was a nice com-
pact little district now, but it might have been
made a Labour seat if Barcoo and Mitchell had
been included in it, whereas, in its | resent form,
it was a safe scat for some nominee of the Go-
vernment.

Mr. Bownman : He will have to fight for it.

Mr, REID asked the Government what they
intended to do with regard to Maranoa? They
must see how ridiculous it would be to send
down to the Federal Parliament the member for
Capricirnia representing over 14,000 electors,
whilst the membsr for the adjoining electorate
of Maranoa would only represent some 5,000
electors. The Government might give Mitchell
and Gregory to Maranoa to make the position a
little more equitable. The Government were
getting themselves into a ridiculous position.

Mr. McDONALD thought that under the cir-
cumstances they ought to have some explana-
tion from the Government. Surely they were
not going to have one electorate with 5,000
electors, and another alongside of it with 14,000
electors.

Mr, LESINA (Clermont) : It appeared to him
that the Government were not treating members
fairly in refusing to give some adequate explana-
tion in regard to creating two constituencies
with such a disproportion of voting power. The
Maranoa would send to the Federal Parliament
aman who would speak on behalf of 5,000 electors,
while the member representing the neighbouring
division would be speaking on behalf of 14,000
or 15,000 p-ople. That was a division that
would be condemned generally throughout the
country. It appeared to him a shameful job.
There was no -donbt that the Government had
striven to satisfy the desires of certain members
who had relatives outside intending to run for
the Federal Parliament in creating this con-
stituency.

Mr. LeEany: You have no right to mention

anybody.

Mr. LESINA : He did not mention anybody ;
but if the hon. member liked to fit the cap on he
could do so.

Mr. LEany: Ididn’t have a halter on.

Mr. LESINA : The hon. member might have
a halter on too by and by. Why should one
man in the Maranoa have three times the voting
power of a man in the Fitzroy ? He was satisfi-d
that the Government would have to amend this,
and if the guestion were taken outside party
politics he was satisfied that members on the Go-
vernment side would vute for another distribu-
tion of the Fitzroy division.

* Hon. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON :
Having been absent from the Chamber for a
short time before the division was taken, he
wished to say that he was informed by a tech-
nical man—an hon. member of this House—
that in one electorate there would be 11,800
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electors, and in the other there would be 13,800.
That was not a very great disparity, hence
he voted with the Government. So far as the
new amendment was concerned, rather than
allow such a thing, even temporarily, until after
the census was taken, he would vote against the
Government proposal. He regretted that this
explanation was necessary. e did not care the
value of the lead pencil in his hand whether the
seats were captured by Labour men, conser-
vatives, or moderate men. What he wanted
was that evenhanded justice should be dealt vut
as nearly as possible having regard to the basis
of population and the number of electors.

Mr. LEAHY : It was all very well for hon.
members to talk about the disparity between the
numbers in different divisions, but who was
responsible for that? The Government pro-
posed a measure which would give a fairly even
representation to the two Cistricts in question,
and hon. members opposite knocked it out.
‘Who then was responsible but those hon, mem-
bers? TUnder our present system there was
much Jess representation in proportion to the
population in the thickly populated coastal
electorates than in such electorates as the
Maranoa and others in the interior. That was
a well recognised principle. In the Bulloo there
were about 500 electors; in the Gregory about
600,

Mr. REID : About 800.

Mr. LEAHY : In the Carpentaria electorate
there were about 500. That would be an average
of about 550 for the Gregnry, Bulloo, and Car-
pentaria ; whereas the average for the whole of
the electoral dis ricts in the colony was about
1,500. The hon. member for Car| entaria had
shown that the largest number of electors in any
division in New South Wales was 16,000, and the
smallest about 9,000—a difference of about 7,000,
or nearly 2to0 1,

Mr. TorLEy : Hereitis 3 to 1.

Mr. LEAHY : But New South Wales was six
times as thickly populated as Queensland.
Queensland had twice the area of New South
Wales, and that colony had twice the population
of Queensland, so that New South Wales had six

. times the density of population that there was in

Queensland,

Mr. McDONALD : The hon. gentleman said
that mewbers on that side were responsible for
the difficulty that had arien, when nobody
knew better than he did that it was the other side
who were responsible. If the hon. gentleman
spoke his mind he would blame the Government.

Mr. LEany : T would not.

Mr. McDONALD : In proof of that, they bad
the speech which thehon, gentl-manhaddelivered
during the afternoom. The hon. gentleman at-
ternpted to show that things were fairly equal,
owing to the area of the counwry and the popula-
tion. Why, in the case of Flinders, the voters
would number 10,488, and in the case of Maranoa,
5,000. There was a portion of the colony of much
smaller area than the Flinders, yet with the
representation of two to one, so that the hon.
gentleman’s argument would not hold water.
By the original scheme, published by the Govern-
ment, an attewpt was made to classify certain
industri: 8, and make the voting power fairly
cqual. By that scheme there was only the
differencein voting power represente d by 9,000 and
12,00C. Then the Government came down with
a schedu'e which made the difference as between
7,000 and 14,000, and did not attempt in any
way to give equal voting power in each electorate.
Under those circumstances he thought some
explanation from the Government was neces-
sary. The actual figures were 5,484 in the case
of the Maranoa and 14,040 in the case of the
Flinders. That was too large a discrepancy
altogether. Surely if the hon. gentleman was
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desirous of making the Bill as perfect as possible
he would not contend that that was a fair repre-
sentation for the Maranoa.

The CHIEF SKECRETARY: The whole
trouble had arisen through disturbing the scheme
originally proposed by the Government. When
once that was disturbed the whole equilibrium
was destroyed. Had they allowed Carnarvon
and Dalby to remain in Maranoa and not be
tacked on to the Darling Downs, they would
have maintained the proper quota for the
Maranoa ; but, having taken them out, that
reduced the number below 7,500, which it was
originally proposed should be the lowest number
represented by any constituency.

9 (%\0% McDonanp : The original proposal was

The CHIEYF SFCRETARY : The schedule
attached to the Bill represente? the Maranoa
division as including Carnarvon and Dalby, and
ity number of electors would have been 7,574.
Having taken those two electorates ont, of
course they reduced the numnber, and propor-
tionately increased Capricornia. Although there
might be some discrepancy between the numbers,
that was inherent in any electoral system. Go
to the mother country and they would find a
great preponderance of voters in the towns as
against the small quota in the provinces which
were equally represented. If hon. members had
allowed the schedule to remain as it stood they
would have no cause at that stage to make com-
plaint, but once it was altered, then the whole
scheme on which it was based fell to the ground.

Mr. FISHER : The explanation of the Chief
Secretary regarding the cause of the trouble was
certainly not a sufficient one, because he admitted
by accepting the scheme of the leader of the
Opposition that his own scheme was not good.
He accepted it because he saw that the consensus
of opinion was in favour of the amendment which
was more just to all concerned than the proposal
which had been made by the Government. An
arrangement had been come to by a unanimous
vote of the Committee, and it was the hon.
gentleman himself who was disturbing it by
moving that Barcoo be added to the new schedule,
and he justified that on the plea that he was
endeavouring to get back to his original schedule.
The Committee distinctly agreed to the schedule
moved by the leader of the Opposiiion,
although he recognised the fact that amend-
ments had been made in particular electorates.
The Chief Secretary stated that the scheme of

the Bill was as nearly as possible

[9:30 p.m.] equitable and proportional with

regard to the number of electors in
each electorate. That was a misstatement.
‘Whether it was a wilful misstatement made with
the view of misleading outside people who did
not know the circumstances, he was not in a
position to say. The original schedule provided
that the Maranoa should have one member for
7,374 electors, while the Wide Bay and Burnett
district was to have one for 13,161, If that was
the best effort the Government could make
to devise a scheme under which one vote one
value should obtain, then it was a very bad
effort. He had protested against the scheme of
the Government, and he protested more strongly
against the Chief Secretary trying to mislead
the public into believing that the Government
scheme was an equitable one, and that it had
been disturbed by the leader of the Opposition,
The scheme of the leader of the Opposition was
a much more equitable one than that of the
Government. The greatest disparity in voting
power under his scheme was not more than
2,000 votes, while in the other case there was
a disparity of over 6,000 between the Wide
Bay and Burnett electorate and the Maranoa
electorate.

[31 OcrosEr.]
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“Hon. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON under-
stood the Chief Secretary to allege that one
reason why the Government proposed to incor-
porate the Barcoo and Mitchell electorates with
Capricornia was because they had a community
of interests with other parts of what had pre-
vionsly been called Fitzroy, and because the
products of those two electorates weat through
Rockhampton. That was an argument which
would not hold good with any of the other elec-
torates in the North-west or in the South-west.
A community of interests did not lie in the
channe! of traffic for wool outwards. The com-
munity of interests in the several electorates
was labour on one side aud the squatters and
other employers on the other side. The wool-
producer, whether he was a grazing farmer or
a Crown lessee, did not care one pin what his
port was as loug as he got the cheapest port,
and he did not want the route to port to
interfere with the political equilibrium in an
important question like that before the Com-
mittee. Part of the outward traffic from Flinders
went to Townsville, part to Bourke, and part to
Normanton, while the tratfic of the lower portion
of the electorate, down to Boulia and towards
Birdsville, went to South Australia; and the
supplies for those districts were received from
the same ports. The Maranoa sent part of its
products to and received supplies from South
Australia and New South Wales. There was not
a great deal of it went to Cunnamulla or Charle-
ville. Thecommunity of interests argument was
shattered to atoms as applied to the incorpora-
tion of Barcoo and Mitchell with Fitzroy, and he
thought the wltimate duty of the Minister would
be to recommit the Bill.  He wished it to appear
in Hansard that on the misrepresentation of a
member of the House he made a mistake in the
previous division, and he sincerely hoped that
Maranoa would be augmented—he did not care

whether it was partly from the south, partly
from the north, or partly from the east. What
they had to consider was the interests of pro-
ducers, irrespective of where they sent their
products, and to have regard to the number of
human beings and the number of electors in
each electorate. One hon, member had said that
it had been the rule to give a greater representa-
tion to outside distriets. The principal argument
in favour of that was that those districts
were wealthy, that they contained millions of
sheep and caftle, and that property should
be represented. But those millions of sheep
and cattle had disappeared, and property
could not be represented in the present in-
stance, because it was not there. With regard
to the argument that that was only a tentative
measure, and that when the census was taken
they wonld have a Redistribution Bill, he eon-
sidered they would be setting a bad example now
by giving 6,000 or 7,000 electors to oneelectorate,
and from 12,500 to 15,000 to avother; and he
would set his face against any such proposal.
He did not believe in following the example of
New South Wales or Victoria in this matter.
He could not get away from the idea that there
should be, as nearly as possible, parity of popu-
lation hetween all the different electorates.

The PREMIER : They had already decided
that Barcuo should belong to Capricornia, and
the question now was what should be done with
Gregory. He would suggest that it be put into
Maranca.

Mr., BROWNE said he would pass that ques-
tion by for the present. He was not going to
allow the Chief Secretary to throw the onus
upon him of disturbing any arrangement. They
had had two different propositions put forth by
the Government—one last August, and the

other in the present Bill. This afternoon he
| moved the omission of the latter one, and the
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Committee unanimously agreed to doso. There-
fore the proposition now before the Committee
was the acceptance of the Government’s original
schedule, and it was the Chief Secretary who was
wasting time by introducing amendments to
disturb the arrangement to which the Committee
had agreed. One of the hon, gentleman’s argu-
ments in favour of his amendment the hon.
member for Brisbane North had partly dealt
with., The hon. gentleman said there was no
question of community of interests; they must
take into consideration the chanme!s through
which trade passed. If that were so, he would
ask the Premier, who represented Townsville,
how it was that Charters Towers, which was
only 82 wiles from Townsville, and with which
it was connected by rail, was included in the
Flinders electorate, the natural outlet of which
was Normanton, 400 miles away, and with which
there was no direct communication, Then with
regard to Port Curtis, there wasno channel of trade
between Port Curtis and Rockhampton. They
were rival ports right oppesite one another. Such
an argument could only be described as absurd.
The hon. gentleman was going to stick to his pro-
gramme, Waell, let them see if the hon. gentle-
man was game to omit Port Curtis from the
Central divisien, and if he did not, what became
of his argument about the channels of trade? In
the case of Barcoo the principal towns were not
on the railway as the Premier had said.

The SECRETARY For RalLways: Barcaldine,
the largest town on it, is on the railway.

Mr. BROWNE : Were Taumbo, Blackall, Isis-
ford, and Jundah on the rsilway line ?

The SECRETARY roR RArLways: Their trade

all comes in to the Central line.
. Mr. BROWNE: It did not; but admitting that
it did, were the Government on that argument
prepared to accept the proposal of the hon.
member for Cairns, and put Charters Towers
and Townsville in the one electorate ? They had
made a big mistake in including Barcoo in the
Central district, and the Premier said that
Mitchell being north of Barcoo, it would be
absurd to propose that it should be included in
the South; but he went on to say that is was
quite a sensible proposal to put Gregory, that
was north again of Mitchell, into the South.

Mor. LEaHY : Gregory is south of Mitchell, too,

Mr, BROWNE : The biggest part of it was
north of the Mitchell, and had not the hon.
gentleman at the head of the Government made
it a part of the north when he diverted the line
from Hughenden to Winton? And now he pro-
posed to go right round outside Mitchell and
Barecoo and juin the Gregory on to the South,
though he had previously claimed that it did not
belong even to the Centre. The original
schedule propesed by the Government was a
gensible arrangement, and every amendment
moved upon it by the Chief Secretary only made
matters worse,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : It was due to
himself to emphatically repudiate the statements
made by the leader of the Opposition, and by the
hon. member for Gympie, who had preceded him.
The arrangement which had heen muade this
afternoon was this: The schedule, as printed in
the Bill, was before the Committee, and the hon.
member for Croydon had moved the original
schedule upon it as an amendment, with the
result that a discussion was taking place on the
two schedules at the same time, and the Com-
mittee was becoming thoroughly confused with
the two schedules before hon. members, and
no blank created. If no blank had been
created, the schedule as printed would bave
remained, and there would have heen no oppor-
tunity of amending it. It was with a view of
allowing hon. members to deal with amendments
uponthe schedule proposed by the hon. memberfor
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Croydon, that he had agreed to allow the omis-
sion of the schedule of the Bill to go on the
voices. But he had not thereby indicated his
acceptance of the schedule the hon. member
proposed in its entirety. He distinctly claimed
the privilege of movisg amendments upon that
schedule, with a view of bringing it as nearly as
possible into line with the schedule as appearing
in the Bill. He thought under the circumstances
it was very ungenerous that it should now be
represented that the Committee had accepted
the hon. member’s schedule in fofo, and that he
had beeu a party to its acceptance in that way.
If he had maintained the schedule as printed
in the Bill, they would probably be till now
discussing the question as to whether the
blank should be ecreated. Possibly when a
division occurred no blank would have been
created, and all the amendments since moved
and that had been proposed, would have had no
effect. By the course adopted they had made
a useful amendment in including Carnarvon and
Dalby in Darling Downs, and that would bave
been wholly lost. It was not right to say that
the Committee or himself had accepted the hon.
member’s amendment without the opportunity
for further consideration, when what he had
done had been simply to withdraw the original
schedule of the Bill, with a view to enable the
Committee to consider the hon. member’s schedule
upon its merits.

Mr. BROWNE : He did not contend that the
hon. gentleman was taking any urfair advantage
at all in moving amendments he had a perfect
right to move, but heobjected to the hon. gentle-
wan saying that it was he who was interfering in
introducing amendments when he had done
nothing of the sort. He had not moved a single
amendment of the schedule as he had first sub-
mitted it.

The Cuier SECRETARY: I never said so.

Mr, HIGGS : That trouble would never have
arisen had the Government adhered to their
original proposal. After what had been said,
there was no doubt that the original scheme had
been arrived at after weeks of deliberation, and
what had made the hon. gentleman aiter his
scheme? Who had waited on the hon. gentleman
and asked him to make the alteration ?

Mr. StEwART : Who commanded him ?

Mr. HIGGS: Who commanded him? Was
there any member of the Committee a follower
of the Government who had ordered that that
should be done? He had never seen such an
exhibition of weakness and hesitancy as had been
exhibited by hon. gentlemen opposite. Hon.
members on his side had been charged with not
following their leader, but they did give some-
thing like allegiance. They had one leader, but
hon. gentlemen opposite seemed to have four or
five. They had reason to complain of the attitude
of hon. gentlemen opposite, who said, ¢ This is
our second scheme, but we are in the hands of
the Commwmittee.” How could they say they were
in the hands of the Committee when the hon.
gentleman representing the chief constituency of
the colony complained that he had been deliber-
ately misled by a tactical manager on the other

side? He felt satisfied that the

[10 p.m.] time had arrived when they should

surrender the reins of government to
someone else.

The CHATRMAN : Order!

Mr. HIGGS : No doubt he was slightly out
of order ; but the incapacity on the part of the
Government had prompted that remark. The
best thing the hon. gentleman in charge of the
Bill could do would be to intimate to the Com-
mittee that he would ask that the Bill be
recommitted, and then put Barcoo in the
Maranoa. It would be necessary, in order to
prevent a great anomaly, to put Mitchell in
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with the Gregory. Mtichell would then join
with the Maranoa, and that would mean that
candidatss would have to travel over a great deal
of country, but, as they would have to do that
whether they liked it or nos, 1,000 miles or so
would be neither here nor there. Ie hoped the
hon. gentleman would not feel pigued hscause
the first suggestion of the Government had found
favour with hon. members of the Opposition. He
should feel only too glad to see that the result of
the first deliberations of the Government had
given great satisfaction to the general public and
to the Press—he should be quite charmed that
the Courier had been gratified with his first pro-
position,

Mr. REID felt very strongly on the question.
The ridiculous position the Committee were
placed in was owing to mismanagement on the
part of the Chief Secretary, and he seemed to be
unable to get out of the difficulty. He could
not see why the hon. gentleman could not accept
the snggestion with regard to the Mitchell.
There were only really three principal towns
in the Mitchell, and that country was easy to
travel over ; besides, there was acoach travelling
in that district three times a week. Everything
was in favour of putting the Mitchell and the
Gregory in this division to equalise matters. DBy
taking Port Curtis out of Wide Bay and pubting
it into Fitzroy, and by taking Mitchell out of
Gregory and putting it into the Maranoa, the
difficulty could be got over. He could not under-
stand the indifference of hon. members opposite
on the question, for if they passed the schedule
as it stood, the public would think they were
drank or mad. He thought the Government
should reconsider the master.

Mr, McDONALD: If the hon, gentleman
wished to get on with business, he should
assure the Committee that the Bill would be
re-committed, and then the Barcoo and the
Mitchell could be put in the Maranca. That
would be an easy way out of the difficulty.
The hon. gentleman must admit that a mistake
bad been mae, and when the Committee found
that such a mistake had been made, it was the
bounden duty of hon. members to try and put
matters straight as soon as possible. Tt appeared
to him that the hon. gentleman thought there
was no way ont of the difficulty. He hoped
the Chief Secretary would accept the suggestion.
He would make another suggestion, seeing the
tangle the Committee had got into

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no tangle.

Mr. McDONALD : Did the hon. gentleman
really mean to say that it was a fair and
equitable distribution of have 6,200 in one
electorate and over 14,000 in another? There
would be a difference of about 8,000 hetween the
Maranoa and the highest number in any
electorate in the colony. That was too great a
difference. He suggested that they should
adjourn, so that the Government could reconsider
the matter and then come down with some more
. equitable arrangement,

Hox. T. MACDONALD-PATERSON : He
had been wailing for an opportunity o make
some suggestions, not exactly on the lines of the
last speaker, but founded upon what had fallen
from the lips of the Chief Secretary and the
Premier, that they were prepared to put the
Gregory in with the Maranoa. The Premier had
also observed that at the present time it was
almost impracticable and unwise to try to
put the Mitchell in the Maranoa, seeing that the
Barcoo intervened geographically between the
Maranoa and the Mitchell. If hon, members
had understood the relative positions of the
electorates in the list, the last division would not
have been as it was. He was prepared to accept
the suggestion of the Premier that the Gregory
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should be added to the Maranoa, subject to the
Bill being recommitted, and Barcoo was also
added. Then they would have the Mitchell dis-
cussed on its merits. He thought that the Bill
should be recormitted, and the Barcoo included
in the Maranna, on the nnderstanding that the
Gregory should immediately pass into that elec-
torate.

The CUIEF SECRETARY : The Premier
had already intimated that the Gregory would
be added to the Maranoa. The leader of the
Opposition had introduced the Gregory into his
amended schedule as being part of the Maranoa.
Therefore, the hon. gentleman’s desire concern-
ing the Gregory would be gratified. He could
not, however, hold out any expectation of the
Bill being recommitted. The (overnment had
very carefully considered the matter, and deter-
mined that these two electorates were part and
parcel of the Central districts, and in that light
they intended to continue to regard them.

Mr. McDONALD : Under the circnmstances
he certainly thought that the spe-ch of the hon.
gentleman was not in the interests of federation
nor in the interests of the representation of this
¢lony in the Federal Parliament. When the
hon. gentleman started to brush aside the large
differences in the numbers in the different elec-
torates, he was not very sincere in his advocacy
of this colony being fairly represented in the
Federal Parliament. He contended that the
first tirne that the electorates were mapped out
the division of population was fairer than any
way in which it had been mapped out since. What
was the cause of the alteration of the whole
scheme? There was some great secret behind
the (Government in doing it or the Government
wounld never have allowed themselves to be led
into making the change. They had said that they
would now endeavour to equalise the dispropor-
tion a little, but what was the object of not
including the Barcoo?

The Cuigr SECRETARY: We have already
decided it.

Mr. McDONALD ; The hon, gentleman knew
that the Bill could be recommitted, and that, as
a matter of fact, not a line in the Bill was
decided until the third reading had been passed.

The CHigy SECRETARY : You have your
remedy at that time if you want it ?

Mr, MoDONALD : It was no use the hon.
gentleman talking in that way. If he thought
that, he would not take up the peculiar—the
extraordinary position that he had assumed.
He had actually allowed his own schedule to be
wiped out, and the schedule of the leader of the
Opposition put in its place ; and he was in the
humiliating position of having to move amend-
ments in someone else’s schedule. That was the
position in which he ought to have forced the
leader of the Opposition, What he (Mr,
McDonald) wanted to know was why the hon.
gentleman had allowed the matter to get into
this awkward position? Taking the figures as
they stood, the position was simp'y ridiculous.
Supposing their ordinary State electorates were
in such a position——

Mr., SToRY: So they are.
with Oxley.

Mr. McDONALD : How many electors had
Oxley got?

Mr. StorY : Four times as many as Bulloo, at
any rate, We cannot help that.

Mr. McDONALD : They could help it in con-
nection with that Bill, He believed that if there
was a mors equal distribution of the number of
electors they would have far better representa-
tion. The two me abers for Mackay represented
about 2,000 electors, while the two members for
Charters Towers represented aboub 4,000 electors.
Those two hon. members represented as many as
half-a-dozen members on the Government side.

Compare Bulloo
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At the general election the two sides polled
about the same number of votes, and yet the
other side had fourteen or fifteen more members.
Even if the Gregory was included in the Maranoa,
the number of electors in that division would be
very small, and the Chief Secretary ought to re-
commit the Bill for the purpose of making the
number of electors in the different divisions more
equal.

Mr. STORY: In order to make equal elec-
toral districts, the hon. member for Flinders
would have to take some of those who lived in
the densely populated coast districts and put
them into Western districts ; but that would be
the most absurd jumble possible. Although
there were a great many more electors in some
of the present electoral districts than in others,
they secured better representation than they
would by dividing the total number of electors
by seventy-two. It might happen that there
were really larger interests in a sparsely popu-
lated district than ina thickly populated district,
He did not object to the inclusion of the Gregory
in Maranoa so much, although they had little in
common,

Mr. Rrip: The Gregory has the same in-
dustry as the Maranoa.

Mr. STORY : If he had had anything to do
with the matter he would have suggested that
the colony should have been divided from West
to Ihast right across the colony, because then
there would have been an identity of interest in
the various divisions, and the people would all
know the conditions under which the others
lived ; but the proportion that was made by hon.
membhers on the other side would lead to putting
in the same division penple who knew nothing of
each other, and there would be a scramble for
the seat among & lot of strangers. He was per-
feotly sure that, if they attempted to form elec-
torates on the basis of an equal number of
electors, they would have worse representation
than they had now.

Mr. McDONALD : He did not think it would
be a good thing under the circumstances to put the
Gregory in with the Maranoa.

The CHIEr SECRETARY : It is Mitchell that is
now under consideration.

Mr. McDONALD : Without Gregory, Mara-
noa would have something over 5,000 electors,
whilst, including Mitchell and Gregory, it would
have 8,053 electors, and that would make a fair
electorate, e could not see what objection the
Chief Secretary had to thaf, but he, for one,
would object to Gregory being put into Maranoa
unless Mitchell was also included.

Mr. W. HamIrroN : I will object, too.

Mr. McDONALD: After leaving Winton,
the next place that they wounld come to would be
Cunnamulla, if Mitchell was not included. If

the Mitchell was put in anyone
[10°30 p.m.] could go from Winton to Muttaburra

and Aramac and on to Longreach ;
and if the Barcoo had been included in the
Maranoa division, as originally intended, he
could go down to Blackall and Tambo as well
without going into another electorate. The
Gregory had always been recognised as being in
the Central district, and he did not see why it
should not be left in the Central district. They
were there to get the best representation possible.

Mr. BOLILS (Port Curtis): The arguments
used by hon. members in regard to equalising the
number of electors as much as possible wounld
apply very well if they were dealing with elec-
tions for the State Parliament ; but it must be
remembered that the members going into the
Federal Parliament would represent Queensland
as a whole; and he did not think it mattered
very much whether one man represented a few
thousands more than another so Jong as there
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was community of interests in the electorates
comprised in the division he represented. There
was vo atlinity of interest between the Mitchell
and the Warrego, except that both were pastoral
districts ; but the Mitchell and Barcoo both
belonged properly to the Central district, There
were many other things to be considered besides
population in connection with representation.

Mr. FISHER : It was all very well for the hon.
member to talk about men going from Queens-
land to the Iaderal Parliament to represent
Queensland as a whole, but it must be admitted
that most of the important questions to be con-
sidered in the Federal Parliament would be
decided on party lines, and in electing the mem-
bers of the Federal Parliament, those who
believed in one fiscal policy, for instance, would
vote for the candidate advocating that policy,
while electors believing in a different policy
would vote for a different candidate. The hon.
member seemed to think it did not matter
much if there were 5,000 electors in one divi-
sion and 15,000 electors in another division;
but the 15,000 might be in favour of one side
on a fiscal question and the 5,000 might take
the opposite side, and the 15,000 would have no
more power in the Federal Parliament than the
5,000, If the hon. member applied his argu-
ment to the Senate there would be some reason
in it, because the senators were supposed to
be elected to represent the interests of the State
as a whole; but there was no doubt thet a
member of the House of Representatives would
consider he was representing the electors of his
district best by voting with the party whose
policy he considered best in the interests of Aus-
tralia as a whole, For that reason it was laid
down that representation should, as near as
possible, be on a population basis. He trusted
as liberal a view of the question as possible
would be taken, so that there might be as few
inequalities in the representation as could be
arranged for,

Mr. GLASSEY : He had given his vote on the
last occasion for the addition of Barcoo to the
Central district, and he would give it again for
Mitchell being added, because he thought the
addition of Mitchell and Barcoo would make the
electorate more compact than it would be with-
out them, No doubt they should provide as
many facilities as possible for candidates reaching
the electors by making the districts compaect,
and in that instance there would be special
facilities with 100 miles of railway running
through the district. That would enable candi-
dates to come in touch with the electors in most
parts of the district. A considerable amount
of heat had been shown over the disparity in
the number of electors in one district and in
another, and whenever they could equalise such
matters it was no doubt their duty to do
so, but the inequalities which existed were as
nothing when compared with the inequalities
which existed in the case of the Parliament of
which they were all at present members, What
were the facts as far as that House was con-
cerned? The Toowong electorate had 2,363
voters, Toombul had 2,104, while Murilla had
745.  Woolloongabba had 2,209 electors, while
Burke had 578.  These three electorates together
had 6,676 electors, while Murilla, Bulloo, Durke,
Gregory, Carpentaria, and Normanby had only
3,971 electors. Yet hon. members had got
terribly excited because there was going to be
some disparity between the number of electors
in one federal electorate and another, though
they were prepared calmly and quietly year
after year to allow the present state of affairs
to exist in the local Parliament. It was only
on such occasions as the present when thewr
enthusiasm broke out, and they were prepared
to insist shat each electorate should contain an
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absolutely equal number of electors, He ad-
mitted that the population in the various federal
electorates should he equalised as far as possible,
and perhaps the schedule which first appeared
was the best under all the circumstances, but,
inasmuch as that had been disturbed, surely hon.
wembers ought to be content to have the dis-
tricts carved out in as moderate size as possible,
and with such equality of electors as was possible
under the circumstances. Hon. members should
recognise the facts of the case, which were that
this colony, with its immense territory and sparse
population, could not be carved into a number
of districts which would have absolutely similar
number of electors.

Mr. FISHER : It was very nice for the hon.
member for Bundaberg to lecture younger mem-
bers of the House on their want of warmth in
not atéacking the system of representation which
now prevailed in the colony, but the hon. mem-
ber must know that they were not all constitued
alike, and could not always get warm and heated
on a subjest which was nof before the House.
The hon, member had discovered that worse
anomalies existed in our present system of repre-
sentation than would be established under that
schedule, and as a reformer he was prepared to
continue such anomalies in federal representa-
tion. As to the argument of the hon. member
that if Barcoo and Mitchell were added to
Fitzroy it would be more convenient for can-
didates to get round the district, that was a
very poor argument to come from an hon. mem-

ber of the capacity of the hon., member for |

Bundaberg. They were not legislating for the
convenience of candidates, but for the con-
venience of the electrrs, and for the convenience
and welfare of the colony, even though candi-
dates should be put to great inconvenience,
Such an argument was unworthy of the hon.
member.

At four minutes to 11 o’clock,

The CHAIRMIAN said: Under Standing
Order 171, I call upon Mr. Stephens, the hon.
n;!ember for Brisbane South, to relieve me in the
chair.

Mor. STEPHENS took the chair accordingly.

Mr. W. HAMILTON : The hon, member for
Bundaberg stated that one of his reasons for
approving of Barcoo and Mitchell being attached
to the Central division was that it would afford
candidates greater facilities for getting around
the electorate. Well, it was proposed to attach
the Gregory to Maranoa. If that was done, a
candidate who wanted to go from Winton to
Charleville, would have to traverse two inter-
vening electorates ? Was there ever such a
ridiculous proposition made as that? They had
got into a bungle, and their great mistake was
n not accepting the amendment of the leader of
the Opposition in globo. As the member for
the Gregory, he would have supported the
Gregory being attached to Barevo, Mitchell,
and what was formerly called Warrego, because
they bad commnnity of interests, but he would
enter his protest against it being attached to
Maranoa,

Mr. REID : The Government had got them
into a mess by deciding to leave Maranoa with a
little over 5,000 electors, while the adjoining
electorate had 14,000, and the Wide Bay electo-
rate 13,000, and they did not seem to have the
sense to get out of the mess. What members on
that side were anxious to see was a fair and
equitable distribution of representation according
to the interests and numbers of the people.
With reference to the airy way in which
the hon. member for Bundaberg had lectured
members of the House, he might say that
the hon. member handled that question in
the same way as he usually handled figures. The
hon. member had sought to show that there
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was a disparity in the number of voters in
several electorates as represented in that House.
The hon. member wanted Gregory to be included

in the Central division, because it

[11 p.m.] would makeit more compact. They

were there to do justice to the in-
dustries and the people of the colony, and from
that point of view it did not matter whether an
electorate was complete and compact or mot.
Not very long ago, under similar circumstances,
the hon. member for Bundaberg would have
been thundering against the Government for
bungling. Now he got up almost every night to
defend, and to say how intelligent and good and
wise they were. The best thing the hon. mem-
ber could do would be to go over to the other
side altogether.

Mr. Grassgy: The hon, member for Bunda-
berg will accept no dictation from the hon. mem-
ber for Enoggera.

Mr. REID: The Government were so weil
aware of the hon. member’s failing that he did
not suppose they would take him as a present.
Even the hon. member must admit that they had
got into a bungle, and the trouble was how to get
out of it. If that was all Parliament could do,
the sooner it was sent about its business the
better. But the Government persisted in ignor-
ing the bungle.

The CHiEr SECRETARY : The bungle exists only
in the hon. member’s imagination. :

Mr. REID: Was it not a bungle to create
one electorate with only some 5,000 or 6,000
electors, while the adjoining electorate would
have over 14,000, Wide Bay 13,000, Brisbane
12,000 and so on? He was sorry the Govern-
ment could not or would not see their way to
get out of it. As a member of the Committee he
would beashamed tolet that goforsh as their handi-
work when they had not heard a single intelligent
reason to support it.  He urged the Chief Secre-
tary to adjourn the debate and take the night to
think over their position, and when they came
back the Bill could be recommitted and they
could put the Barcoo and the Gregory into the
Maranoa and the Mitchell into the Fitzroy,

Mr. HARDACRE agreed with the hon.
member for Hnoggera that the Committee should
adjourn. He had been at first in favour of the
Barcoo and Mitchell being in Capricornia, until
he found that that would leave the Maranoa
with so small a number of electors that it would
not be fair. The Chief Secretary admitted that
he had got the Committes into a bungle.

The Crier SECRETARY : No; I do not.

Mr. HARDACRY : The hon. gentleman did
admit 1t until he found it convenient not to admit
it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I never admitted it.

Mr. HARDACRIX : The hon. gentleman had
admitted that the Committee had got into a
bungle when he was speaking of the disturbance
of his own proposal by members on the Opposi-
tion side. 1t was a tangle—a grotesque farce—
to have one small electorate like the Maranoa
with about 5,000 electors, and a Jarge electorate
like Capricornia with 13,000 or 14,000 electors,
and another very large electorate like the
Flinders wish about 10,000 electors. The biggest
portion of the Barcoo electorate was not in the
Central district.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : I must remind
the hon. member that the Barcoo has already
been dealt with.

Mr. HARDACRE: Exactly, but he was
speaking of the tangle they had got into, and he
thought they should adjourn the debate. There
was more reason for the Mitchell going into the
Central district than the Barcoo, but it was
clearly ridiculous to put the Barcoo into the
Central district and the Mitchell into the
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Maranoa, The Chief Secretary admitted that
the initial mistake had been to put the Barcoo
into Capricornia.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : No.

Mr. HARDACRE : It was a mistake, and
the onus of the results caused by the disturbance
of the hon. gentleman’s arrangements was not
with members on his side, but with members
opposite, who iusisted upon carrying out the
ridiculous results of the disturbance. He
intended to move that the Chairman leave the
chair, and let the full breath of common sense
blow on the circumstances, and they could come
back to-morrow prepared to deal with the diffi-
culty. The Barcoo was not altogether in touch
with the Central district.

The CHAIRMAN : Thavealready pointed out
that the Barcoo has been dealt with,

Mr. HARDACRE: He knew that; but it
bore on the question of including the Mitehell,
and, the Committee having made a mistake, it
was no use hon. members being stubborn, and
carrying it further to a ridieulons conclusion.
The Bill should be recommitted, and if the
Barcoo were put into Maranoa then there would
be a community of interest between those elec-
torates. Then if they threw Mitchell into Capri-
cornia, and Gregory into Flinders, as proposed
by the Chief Secretary, that would be a rational
boundary geographically and as to population
and community of interests. A big portion of
the Barcoo trade went southwards, and there
was just as great a feeling of antagonism in the
Barcoo to Rockhampton as the North felt
towards Brisbane. It appeared to himn that the
Government were going on the American gerry-
mandering principle in carrying out these divi-
sions.

The ACTING CHATRMAN: I trust the
hon. member will confine his remarks to the
question before the Committee. The question
regarding the Barcoo has heen settled.

Mr. HARDACRE : This was a question con-
cerning the boundaries of Central electorates,
and he moved that the Chairman leave the
chair, and report progress, with the view of
recommitting the Bill.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Do T under-
stand that the motion of the hon. member is
that the Chairman leave the chair and that the
Bill be recommitted ?

Mr. HARDACRE : Yes.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : The hon.
member cannot move that motion. It will be

out of order, because no Bill can be recommitted
until it is finished in committee,

Mr. HARDACRE : His motion was that the
Chairman leave the chair, report progress, and
ask leave to sit again, but what his reasons were
for so moving were his own concern. He thoughs
the Government should consider the whole of
circumstances which had led to the disturbance
of the Chief Secretary’s arrangements, and an
adjournment would give them a chance to recon-
sider the whole position, The hon. gentleman
could come back to-morrow with fresh and more
equitable proposals, and he (Mr. Hacdacre)
would then bow to the wish of the majority of
the Committee. He did not think the matter
should be rushed through now.

Mr. GLASSEY : When he spoke previously,
he did not attempt to defend the anomalies that
existed ; therefore, the statement made by the
hon. merber for Enoggera did not apply to him.
He had said that he thought the present arrange-
ment was the best that conld be made.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : Did I under-
stand the hon. member for Leichbardt to move
that I do now leave the chair, report progress,
and ask leave to sit again ?

Mr. HArDACRE: T moved that motion.
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Mr. GLLASSEY : In connection with the dis-
parity that would exist under the present arrange-
ment, there was an element that had not been
touched upon, and which was of some moment.

Mr. REID: Is the hon. member in order?

The ACTING CHAIRMAN : I cannot tell
what the hon. member’s argument will be. The
question is that T do now leave the chair, report
progress, and ask leave to siv again, The hon.
member for Bundaberg must confine his remarks
to thas motion.

Mr. GLASSEY : He was giving some reasons
why the Chairman should not leave the chair—
why the debate should be continued, and the
matter settled before the House rose. There wasg
certainly a great disparity between some of the
electorates, but he would point out that Maranoa
was a settled district, and there were a larger
number of women and children who would be
represented by the electors there than would be
represented in pastoral districts., If they took
1,000 voters in the pastoral districts they would
not represent, by a long way, as many persons as
1,000 in the Maranoa would, and he desired to
see the electorates so arranged as to give an
equality of voting power as far as possible,
All through he had treated federation as a non-

party question, and he objected to
[11-86 p.m.] it being said that, because his views

on any matter happened to agree
with those of the Government, he should take
his seat on the other side, He was independent
of the Government, as he was of any other party.
With regard to the settlement of this great ques-
tion, it was their bounden duty to get the hest
electurates carved out that they cvuld, and to
secure as equal terms as possible. Members had
to devise the best means of accomplishing that
object, and they had to consider how they could
increase the nomber of the electors of the
Maranoa electorate, and at the same time make
it accessible and convenient.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: I think the
hon. member is talking upon the main question.
The question is that I leave the chair.

Mr. GLASSEY : He thought that they should
settle this question without the Chairman leaving
the chair. Let them settle with regard to the
Mitchell, and it was possible that they might
come to some other arrangement with regard to
other electorates being added to the Maranoa.
He would be willing to render whatever assist-
ance he could to achieve that object. In the
meanwhile he trusted the hon. member would
not press his motion,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : He thought
the hon. gentleman could hardly expect them to
adjourn, after having devoted so much time to
the consideration of the schedule, without con-
cluding it. To his mind, they had not got into
such an inextricable tangle that they could not
pursue the matter to a legitimate conclusion. He
would point out that, when the Bill reached the
report stage, it was competent for any hon.
member to introduce any question affecting the
electorates, and if the hon. member availed him-
self of that opportunity—though he did not
promise his support—it would be quite within his
province to raise a point as to the electorates
which should form the Maranoa electorate.
Having that opportunity, he thought the hon.
member might allow them to conclude the Bill,
and to-morrow, when the report stage was
reached, he could propose what he thought
desirable.

Mr. HARDACRE : He did not want to insist
upon the motion. There was no doubs, as the
Chief Secretary had pointed out, that they could
rectify the matter at the report stage, but he

would like to remark that not only had they to
| discuss this electorate, but the anomalies which
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existed with regard to other electorates. The
Chartiers Towers question would be sure to arise,
and the disturbance which had been made in
the schedule by this amendment would have to
be considered.

The PrEMIER : Only the Maranoa is affected
by this alteration.

Mr. HARDACRE : He thought it would be
wise to reconsider the whole position in view
of the results, which had occurred from the altera-
tion which had been made. With the leave of
the Committee he would withdraw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

(uestion—That the word “Mitchell” be in-
serted after ** Leichhardt”—put; and the Com-
mittee divided :—

Avns, 25,
. Messts, Philp, Rutledge, Dickson, Toxton, O’Conneil,
Murray, Dalrymple, Glassey, Keogh, Boles, Mackintosh,
W. Thorn, Story, Bartholomew, Stodart, Bridges, Leahy,
TForsyth, Armstrong, Moore, Petrie, Hanran, Grimes,
4. Hamilton, and Tooth.
Noks, 18,

Messrs, Dawson, Tisher, Browne, Turley, Maxwell,
Bowman, Kerr, Reid, Hardacre, Jenkinson, Pitzgerald,
Ryland, Lesina, Stewart, Higgs, Givens, W, Ilamilton,
and McDonald.

PATRS.

Ayes—DMessrs. T. B. Cribb, Newell, Lord, Stephenson,
and J. C. Cribh.

Noes—Messrs. Jackson, Kidston, Dunsford, Groom,
and Fogarty.
Resolved in the affirmative.

. The CHIEF SECRETARY moved the omis-
sion of the word ‘“Barcoo” in the Maranoa
division, and he would follow that up by moving
the omission of “Mitchell.” That was con-
sequential on the action just taken by the Com-
mittee,

Mr, GIVENS said that he had an amendment
to move earlier than that,

The Cuigr SEcRETARY: You have not given
notice of it.

Mr, GIVENS: He could not have given
notice, as he did not know that another schedule
wonld be adopted. He wished to move an
amendment in order to make a readjustment in
the Herbert division,

Mr. JESKINSON : The hon. member for Gympie
has an amendment before that,

Mr, GIVENS: He was quite willing to make
way for anyone who had an amendment prior to
his, but it was unfair of the Chief Secretary to
try and rush through the BilL

Mr, RYLAND: He had an amendment to
move which had been printed to omit the word
‘“ Kennedy ” with the view of inserting the word
“Gulf.” It was advisable that the federal
electorates should not have the same names as
State electorates. Everyone would know where
the Gulf division was located.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : What meaning would
¢ Gulf” have in Melbourne ?

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The Chief
Secretary has moved an amendment, and until
that has been withdrawn, the hon. member can-
not discuss another amendment,

_The CHIEF SECRETARY was prepared to
give way, although he really thought the hon,
member was taking up time unnecessarily.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Mr. RYLAND moved the omission of
““ Kennedy” with the view of inserting * Gulf.”

Amendment put and negatived,

Mr. RYLAND moved the omission of the word
““Herbert” with the view of inserting “Barrier.”
He thought that would be a better name, The
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division was parallel to the Barrier Reef, and the
name was to a certain extent suggestive of
locality. It was undesirable that the names of
federal electorates should be the same as those of
State electorates.

Mr. GIVENS suggested that the name ““ Bartle
Frere” would be better than ¢ Barrier.” It was
the name of the highest mountain in thedivision,
which was also the highest in Queensland.

Mr. HARDACRE thought thename ‘‘ Barrier”
was a good one, because it was suggestive of the
locality.

The HowmEk SECRETARY : It might be called
“Torres.”

Mr, HARDACRE : Either Torres or Barrier
would be better than Herbert, which was sugges-
tive of nothing at all.

Hon, T. MACDONALD-PATERSON : TIf
it were asked how the name Herbert got there,
he would say it was in consequence of that being
the name of the first Premier of Queensland, He
thought ¢ Coralia” would be a very pretty and
suitable name. -There was also Cape York in
that division, and the name *‘ York” might be
given to the division in honour of the Duke of
York.

Mr. MAXWELL objected to this barracking
over words. As far as a name for any Gulf
electorate was concerned, he would rather call it
““Blanket Flat” than be splitting hairs over a
word.

Mr., RYLAND : If the word * Herbert” was

omitted, he would prefer to insert

[12 p.m,] the name suggested by the hon.

member for Brisbane North, Mr.
Macdonald-Paterson, instead of inserting ‘¢ Bar-
rier.”

Question—That the word “* Herbert,” proposed
to be omitted, stand part of the amendment—put;
and the Committee divided :(—

Aves, 26.

Messrs. Philp, Foxton, Rutledge. Dickson, G’Connell,
Dalrymple, Murray, Grimes, Armstrong, Leahy, Petrie,
Ianran, Moore, J. Hamilton, Bridges, Stodart, Tooth,
Bartholomew, Mackintosh, Boles, Story, Camphell,
Torsyth, Browne, Keogh, and W. Thorn.

Nogs, 15.

Messys. Hardacre, Pisher, Maedonald-Paterson, Reid,
Bowman. Kerr, M¢Donald, W. Hamilton, Lesina, Stewart,
Jenkinson, Fitzgerald, Ryland, Higgs, and Dawson.

Patrs.

Ayes—Messrs. T. B. Cribb, Newell, Lord, Stephenson,
and J. C. Cribh.

Noes—DMessrs., Jaekson, Kidston, Dunsford, Groom,
and Fogarty,

Resolved in the affirmative.

At five minutes past 12,

Mr. GRIMES took the chair.

Mr. GIVENS : The hon. member for Gympie,
Mr. Ryland, had moved an amendment which
had the effect of precluding him from moving
one which he was very desirous of moving. He
objected altogether to the electorate of Herbert
as at present devised. He saw no community of
interest whatever between the various places
which had been grouped together. Herbert was
a coastal electorate, but hon, members knew that
there was the keenest rivalry between the various
coastal towns. If the arguments used in favou
of including Barcoo and Mitchell in Capricornia
were good, they were equally good for including
Charters Towers and the Kennedy in the electo-
rate which comprised Townsville. Townsville
would be nothing without the back country trade
which 1t got from the Western electorates.
He believed that if it had not been for partisan
reasons the Government would have made a
better selection of electorates for that division.
The people of Cairns and Woothakata had no
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community of interests with Bowen or Towns-
ville. Cooktown, Port Douglas, and Cairns,
which were rival ports to Townsville, would
much prefertobe in an electorate by themselves ;
and he was perfectly satisfiel that the people of
Townsville were not pleased at being shut off
from the Western districts with which they had
their chief trade.

Mr. BRIDGES: With the view of preventing
any clashing between the present Moreton elec-
torate and the one mentioned in the schedule, he
moved that the word ““ West” be inserted before
¢ Moreton,”

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. RYLAND moved that the word ““Oxley”
be omitted, with the view of inserting ‘‘Nerang.”

Hon. T. MACDONALD-PATHRSON was
sure that if the hon. member who proposed that
amendment understood that Oxley was one of
the greatest explorers and early pioneers of
Southern Queensland, long before the colony was
separated from New South Wales, he would be
extremely glad to maintain the word “ Oxley.”
Oxley was a name to conjure with, but Nerang
meant ¢ very little.”

Aimendment put and negatived,

The CHIET SECRETARY moved, as a con-
sequential amendment, that the word * Barcoo”
in the Maranoa division be omitted.

Mr. BROWNE objected to that amendment
as he had done to all other smendments proposed
in the original schedule, because he held that
they should adhere to the original proposition of
the Government,

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. W, HAMILTON objected to the way in
which the Gregory had been put into the
Maranoa, as it was very unfair to the electors
about Winten, Kynuna, and other places in the
Gregory electorate that they should have to go
through two intervening electorates in order o
get into Maranoa.

The CHIET SECRETARY moved that the
word ‘‘Mitchell” in the Maranoa division be
omitted.

Amendment pub and passed.

Question—That the proposed amendment, as
amended, stand part of the schedule—put and
passed.

Question—That the schedule, as amended,
stand part of the Bill— put.

Mr. BROWNE said the way the electorates
had been manipulated reminded him of the first
pair of pants he made when a lad on board a
man-of-war. The legs were where the seat ought
to have been, and everything was topsy-turvy
from top to bottom.

The CHIEF SECRETARY said the Govern-
ment were not at all ashamed of the form in
which the Bill had passed through the House,
and he was certainly of opinion that the amend-
ments which had been introduced were improve-
ments,

Question put and passed.

Preamble put and passed.

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN reported
the Bill with amendments.

The consideration of the report was made an
Order for a later hour of the day.

ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER: I move that the House do

now adjourn. To-morrow, after consideration of
the report on the Commonwealth Bill, we will
take the Railways Act Amendment Bill, and
after that the Pastoral Leases Dill in committee.

Mr. BROWNE : I should like to ask whether
there is any chance of the Electoral Reform Bill
coming on this session. I noticeit is very nearly
at the bottom of the business-paper.

[ASSEMBLY.) Conciliation and Arbitration.

The PREMIER : I certainly hope to pass it
this session, but I would remind the hon, mem-
ber that we are getting on very slowly with
work. I had hoped that to-night, in addition to
what we have done, we shouid have advanced
one or two other Bills a further stage.

Question put and passed.
The House adjourned at half-past 12 o’clock.





