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FRIDAY, 19 OCTom;R, 1900. 

The SrEAKE!l (Hon. Arthur Morgan, Warwick) 
resumed the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

PETITION. 
CoNCILIATION AND ARBI'rRA1'ION IlrLI,. 

Mr. NEWJ~LL (Woothakata) presented a peti 
tion from a number of residents of the electorate 
of \Voothakata praying for the introduction of 
a Conciliation anrl Arbitration Bill on simibr 
lines to the Act in force in New Zealand. 

Petition read and received. 

PAPER. 
The following paper was laid on the tahle, and 

ordered to be printed :-Report of the Govprn 
ment Printer for 1900. 

QUESTION WITHOU'l' NOTICE. 
J<~STrMATES. 

Mr. HIGGS (Fortitude Valley): I beg to ask 
the Premier, withont notice-'vVben does he pro­
pose to go on with the Estimates? 

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, 1'ou•nuillc) 
replied-I hope to proceed with the Estimn,t.es 
next week. 

QUESTION. 
CoNDUCT OF A ,Jus1'ICE OJ<' 1'HE PrcAcE AT 

CAIRNS. 

Mr. GIVENS (CairnH) asked the Home SecrP­
tary-

1. Is he aware thn.t at the conclusion or a petty 
larceny case, tried at. the police court, Cairm::, on 2t3th 
September last. before }fcssrcl. B. H. Rt.afford, P . .:\1., and 
John Hoolan, J.P .. the latter justice of the peace, aft.rr 
the defendants lu1.d been honourably actlnitted, addressed 
them (the defendants) as "a set of piratical thieves," 
and useU other terms of abn~e towards them? 

2. If he is not aware of the facts alleged, will he 
cauRe inquiries to be made to ascertain whether the 
objectionable words complained of wm·e made use of 
on that occHsion towards the defendants by the said. 
justice of the peace? 

The HOME SECRETAHY (Hon. J. I<'. U. 
Foxton, Carnarvon) replied-

1. The matter has not previously been brought under 
the notice of the department. 

2. If formal complaint is made by the defendants in 
the case inquiries will be made. 

IMPROVEMENT OF AGRICULTURAL 
LANDS BILL. 

On the motion of the PREMIER, it wa~ 
resolved-

'l'hat the House will at its next sitting resolve itRclf 
into a. Committee of the \Yhole to cons1der of the 
desirableness of introducing a Bill to authorise the 
est~-tblishment of a bank for the pnrpose of promoting 
the occupation, f'.nltiva,tion, and improvement of Hgri­
cnltural Ia.nds. 

PROPOSED RELEASE OF. UNIONIST 
PRISONERS. 

Mr. GLASSEY (Bundaberr;), in >roving-
1. That, in view of the great event in the hiHtory of 

Anstndasia, now about to be eonsu}nnutted by the lJfO­
elamation of the Commonwealth of Anstralin. in tile 
furtherance of which all classes of the community have 
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eagerly <>a-operated, and in view of the long-continued 
tranquillity throughout Queensland in the industrial 
relations between employer and employed. this House 
places on record the expression of its opinion that the 
occasion is suitable for extending the clemency of the 
Crown to the following prisoners convicted in 1896, and 
now undergoing sentences for arson committed during 
the shearers' strike of 1894, namely :-Edwat·d Cowling, 
David Bowes, John Loyola, aud James Martin. 

2. That an Address be presented to the Governor, 
praying that His ljixcellency will be pleased to give 
etfent to the desire of the House, by exercising, in 
favour of the said prisoners, Her Majest.y's Royal llre­
rogative or Mercy, and directing their release-
said : There seems to be a feeling in the minds 
of some hon. members with regard to the case 
of Mr. Martin, and I propose to refer to his case 
later on, with the view of removing some of the 
prejudices with exist against him. I very much 
regret that the House'.is not in a. better frame of 
mind to di,cms this matter than it is on the 
present occasion, when members are tired by the 
long sittings, and may not be quite so enthusiastic 
over a motion of this character as they would be 
under other circumstances. However, as I may 
not have another opportunity of submitting this 
question this session for the approval of the 
Hon e, I am obliged to avail myself of the 
present opportunity. It will be in the recollection 
of hon. members that in the early part of 1894 the 
Pastoralists' Association submitted an agreement 
to their employees, which was strongly objected 
to by the men. One clause in that agreement 
proposed that the wages of rouseabouts in some 
parts of the colony, where they had previously 
been 30s. a week, should be reduced to 24s., and 
that was objected to by the employees. Another 
clause to which the men objected was that 
relating to the shearing of wet sheep. Prior to 
that agreement the men had a say in the matter 
of shearing sheep which were wet, but the 
pastoralists in their agreement stipulated that 
the question should be left entirely to the shed 
nmnager. 'fhe objection which the men took was 
that the shear-ing of wet sheep was detrin,ental 
to the health of the shearers. Another provision 
on which strong feeling was aroused was that 
requiring shearers and rouseabouts to deposit, 
prior to engagement, the sum of £1 so as to secure 
a monopoly of work, and to produce a reference 
or certificate of character. Those are the salient 
points to which objection was t'1ken. But the 
ma\ter which aromed t.he strongest feeling among 
the men "as the refusal of the pastoralists to meet 
them in conference to discuss the question in 
dh;pute, and this led to the strike. Under such 
exciting conditions as prevailed in1894, and I may 
almost say from 1891 up to 1894, when the men 
struck work, it is not surprising that fMling ran 
very high, and that many deplorable things were 
done which, under other conditions and in calmer 
moments, would not have occurred. Some of 
the men concerned were arrested about April 
or May, 1896. They were tried and convicted 
at Rockhampton on the 8th of June, by His 
Honour Mr. J nstice Miller, so that it will be ob­
served that in April next year these men will 
have served five years, which I think is a 
very reasonable t<>rm. The Treason Bill 
now before the Cape Parliament, dealing with 
the sl;lbjEcts of that colony, who had been impli­
cated in matters which led up to the present war 
and in matters which had occurred during the 
war, fixes the maximum penalty under that 
,,tatute at five years-for offences far more serious 
than these men committed-and that being so, I 
think the men to wbom my motion refers will 
have served a reasonable period when they have 
served five years, considering the circumstances 
of the ca'e and the excitement which prevailed 
in the colony at that particular period. The 
establishment of federation, one of the greatFst 
events in the hist,)ry of the Australian conti­
nent, furnishes a fitting occasion for a splendid 

and graceful act on the part of the Government 
in liberating these men and wiping out, once and 
for all, any little feeling that may have existed 
with regard to the troubles of 1891 and of subse­
quent years, which eventuated in the arrest and 
conviction of these men in 1896. Looking over 
the penalties imposed upon numbers of persons 
in Ireland under the Treason Felony Act, I 
find that, except in extreme cases, the maximum 
penalty was tenyears, and that very few prisoners, 
particularly during the last few years, have 
suffered that length of penalty, though their 
offences were far more serious than those which 
these men committed. In some instances the 
penalty was only from two to five years. Some 
hon. members have said to me, would it be safe 
to liberate these men? Well, I do not think 
any person can successfully contend that the 
country is not in a sufficiently tranquil state for 
those men to be liberated with perfect s;tfety. 
The Treasurer in his Financial Statement for 
1897-1898, said-

During the past twelve months signs are not want­
ing that the colony is entering upon a new era of 
prosperity. We have had no industrial disput,es. 
Capital and labour have been working hand in hand. 
Long may those amicable relations exist! 

In his Statement for the following year the smne 
hon. gentleman remarked that-

The amicable relations between employers and em~ 
ployed referred to last year have been maintained and, 
I believe, 8trengthened. 

And quite recently, on the 30th of August last, 
the hon. gentleman said-

1 am pleased to ob~erve that the economic faC"t thnt 
the harmonious worl{ing together of capital and l:tbour 
is essential to the well-being and advancement of both 
is steadily im]Jressing itself on the minds of the great 
bulk of the people. 
There we have proof positive from official 
sources that the utmost harmony, good·will, and 
peace prevail between employers and employed, 
so that 1 am justified in affirming that the tran­
quil condition of the colony is such that the;e 
men may be liberated with perfect safety. Some 
hon. members have said to me-and I believe 
the Premier holds strongly to the same view­
that it is unusual for Parliament to interfere in 
such matters as these. In reply to that, I may 
point out that the British Parliament has from 
time to time discussed such questions, though 
perhaps not on a direct motion, and that in 18\J~, 
Mr. Redmond, the leader of the Parnellite 
party, submitted the following amendment to 
the Address in Reply :-

And we humbly represent to your Majesty that the 
time has corn~ when the cases of all the prisoners con­
victed nnder the Treason Felony Act who are, and 
have been, for many years, undergoing punishment for 
o"ll'ence'> arising out of the insurrectionary movements 
connected with Ireland, may be advantageously recon­
sidered, with a view to the speedy release of thro;e 
prisoners. 

If it is a wise and judicious thing for the Govern­
ment, or the Executive, to review cases of this 
kind, then Parliament, which, as William Pitt 
has said, is omnipotent, and has the right by the 
will of the people to do what it in its judgment 
thinks best in the intere.>t of the country, is 
competent to deal with the subject. The very 
first year I had a seat in this House the case of a 
man named Kitt, who was sentenced to three 
years' Imprisonment for the larceny of a pair of 
boots, was discussed in this Chamber, and I 
supported the Government on that occasion, 
because I thought they were perfectly justified 
in releasing the prisoner. It may be imprudent 
to say that the prisoners mentioned in my 
motion were convicted of offences which were 
distinctly political, but, unquestionably, they 
are in a sense political prisoners. Their offence 
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is not to be ranked in the category of ordi­
nary offences, as, for instance, where a man 
commits arson for the purpose of obtaining 
the insurance money, or for some selihh motive. 
Therefore I could not at all place them in the 

same category or on the same plane 
[4 p.m.] as persons who would be guilty of 

offences, committed purely from 
selfish motives. I have been urged to enileavour 
to obtain the release of other prisoners at this 
particular period, tn mark the advent of 
federation. Well, I think it is not so long 
ago since the sentences of the prisoners, particu­
larly those serving long sentences, were reviewed 
by the Executive. I recollect very well that in 
1897 when the then Prime Minister was about to 
leave for Great Britain, I urged him to leave behind 
him a note to the Acting Prime Minister to 
review the sentences of all the prisoners who 
were undergoing long terms of confinement, and I 
am pleased to say that he did so, and the 
present Agent-General, Sir Horace Tozer, 
did review the sentences of those prisoners; 
and in almost every instance-except in very 
bad cases--reduced the terms. I urge the Execu­
tive to take a similar course now, and to lessen 
the sentences of prisoners who are serving long 
sentences. I do that because this, I think, is a 
tuost opportune time for them to exercise 
clemency in these matters. I have been asked 
why I ask for the release of these particular 
prisoners on the ground of mercy-why I do not 
ask for it on other grounds? \V ell, I ask this 
House to release them entirely on the ground of 
mercy. I will put forward no other plea. I will 
not raise the question whether their sentences 
were just, or whether they were too long or too 
short. I will not prejudice their case by raising 
any of those issues. I ask for their release solely 
on the gruund of clemency, and I hope no 
other member will raise any other plea. 
Some pe;·soM have said, "Why take up the case 
of Martin?" \Veil, Martin may have many 
enemies. He may have an extremely bad name. 
He may have had some very strong strictures 
passed upon him. He may have done mt<ny 
foolish. reckless, and unjustifiable acts. But I 
know Martin ; I know him well ; and I like 
Martin. I think he is an excellent man. I do 
not think there is a better piece of human 
material in the .colony. Although of a very 
ardent nature, and very outspoken, I do not 
think a better hearted man stands in the colony 
than J ames Martin, now in St. Helena. I <ln 
not know the others so well. Two of them I 
know fairly well; but one is a perfect stranger 
to me. :Martin, unfortunately for himself, occu­
pied a prominent position. He was organiser 
for the union at that particular time, and he 
was regarded as being more largely responsible 
for the crimes that were then committed than 
any other man. That is the only reason why 
Martin got so long a sentence as fifteen years, but 
I hope that no prejudice will exist in the minds 
of hon. members against him on that ground, 
and that if these men are released no distinction 
will be made between Martin and the other men. 
I am quite sure if hon. merr,bers knew Martin 
as I do they would have the same feelings towards 
him as I have, and would extend to him the same 
leniency and warmth of feeling that I do. I 
think I o.m the more justified in submitting this 
motion in consequence of a distinct promise 
made to myself by the presPnt Chief Secretary, 
the late Prime Minister, Mr. Dickson. I re­
member that in 1897 I was strongly nrged to 
join in an agitation for the release' of Martin 
and his comrades, but I thought that the 
time was inopportune, as the term they had 
served w<ts rather short t.o convince the ];xecu­
tive that they should be rdcase<l, but in l8(JH, 
when tlwy had served nearly three years, I 

strongly pressed the present Chief Secretary to 
liberate them. I urged the hon. gentleman to 
visit St. Helena., and I am pleased to say that he 
did so, and at any rate there was a tacit under­
standing that, after the general election, which 
was then approaching, Martin and his comrades 
would be released. I maintain that I am justified 
in submitting the motion on the ground of that 
promise being made to me. 

The HOME SECRE~'ARY : 'V hat was the exact 
nature of the promise? 

Mr. GLASSEY: The promise was this: The 
Chief Secretary considered that the men had 
suffered sufficiently; that it was a very exciting 
time when the troubles in which they were con­
cerned arose, and that the peace and harmony of 
the country was now such that they might with 
perfect safety be released. < 

The HOME SECI\ETARY: When was that? 
Mr. GLASSEY: That was a~ the latter en<l 

of 1S98 or the beginning of 18!!9, just prior to the 
general elections, and the Chief Secretary's 
strong reason for not releasing the men at that 
time was that it might be considered as po.nder­
ing to a certain class. I must confess that I 
have been more than disappointed that the 
promise has not been carried out, not by the Chief 
Secretary, but by his •uccessor, the present 
Prime Minister. As I have said, the feeling at 
the time that),hese uffences were committed was 
very high, and almost every stream of feeling 
was swollen into a torrent if not into a flood. 
But that has all passed away, and it can scarcely 
be contended that further confinement in these 
cases is nece"sary. I wonder what argument 
can be adduced in support of further confinement. 
It cannot be said that the law has not been vindi­
cated. I think it has been more than vindicated, 
and unlees strong reasons can be urged to show 
that the ends of justice have not been satisfie<l, 
theee men should be released. Let me cite the 
case of the Coombemartin men, who were also 
tried at a time of extreme exDitement, and were 
sentenced, two to three years' and one to two 
years' impris<mment. The present Agent­
General, Sir Horace Tozer, released them, and I 
do not think it can be said that any harm has 
resulted to the colony from their liberation. It 
may be urged that it is necessary to confine 
r:crsons in gaol for a considerable time as a. deter­
rent to others. I do not believe that the experi­
ence in any part of the world shows that long 
sentences have the dete• ring effect that some 
persons claim for them. In every country in the 
world men commit offences of this kind, but they 
are treated with leniency, and I have not heard of 
any case in w hi eh there has been can se for the 
Government of any country to regret that 
leniency. I maintain that these men have 
sutiered sufficiently to deter other•, and also to 
deter themselves, from committing similar 
offences again. I tbink the deterrent effect is 
surely now' complet2. Punishment should be to 
prevent the commission of crime; it should not 
be vindictive. The law should he sufficiently 
severe to punish to son<e extent, but I do not 
think the law should be vindictive, and I think 
that the further confinement of these men would 
appear to be vindictive. The Government acted 
with clemency in 1897, and I ask that the same 
spirit may be shown in 1900. The pro.cla­
mation of federation on 1st January, I thm k, 
is a particularly opportune time, and I ask 
hon. members on both sides of the House to 
join with me in expressing the opinion that 
clemency shodd be shown. I ask the Execu­
tive <•f the day to give effect to that opinion­
to open the prison doors for these men, and allow 
them to retnrn to the bosoms of their familirs. 
\V hat is tn be gaine<l by confining these men any 
longer in prison? I think I have shown that 
there is nothing to be gaine<l. \Vhat is to be 
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gained by releasing them? Much, I think. 1 

There will at any rate be shown a spirit of 
gratitude to the House generally by a large 
number of persons in this colony, and more 
particularly in the \Vestern districts, where these 
men are best known, where they worked, and 
where they ha.ve relatiom and many friends. It 
will redound to the honour of the House, and the 
feeling of gratitude will be exhibited, not only 
in this colony, but all over Atmtralasia, where 
men follow occupations similar to those followed 
by these men. I am sure that Rpirit of gratitude 
wtll be something to compemate the Executive 
and the House for extending this act a clemency. 
It m,.y be said that though Parhament nHy 
express an opinion in favour of the release of 
these men, the Executive have the power still to 
continue to confine therP. That may be so, hut 
I do not think they will exercise it. It is the 
strength of the strong to be merciful, and it is, 
for mercy I plead on this occasion. If any 
strong feelings are still held on the other side of 
the House on this matter, I ask hon. members to 
rise above the prejudices and passion which may 
have surrounded the question, and agree to send a 
message of peace and forgiveness to these men in 
gaol ; and not only to send that message to the 
men themselves, bnt also to their relations and 
friends. That message will be warmly appre­
ciated by the men, and more than warmly 
appreciated by those neare.st and dearest to 
them, and eRpecially by the wife of the prisoner 
Bowes, with her little girl five years of age, who 
was only a few months oid when the father was 
imprisoned. 

Mr. JACKSON: And by the country. 
Mr. GLASSEY: And by the <'ountry as well. 

\Vho can really adequately estimate the amount 
of agony aud suffering that must have been 
endured by the relatives and friends of these men 
during the last four or five weary, dreary years? 
Surely most of us who are husbands and fathers 
can extend something more than mere sympathy 
to those persons, and particularly to that young 
woman with the little child ! I ask this, then, 
not only on behalf of the prisoners, but on behalf 
also of their relatives and friends and those 
kindred to them by the ties of blood. I ask 
that this act of mercy and clemency shall be 
extended to them. I believe it will have a most 
humane and beneficial effect upon the country ; 
and if the people of the country were to be asked 
to-morrow to express an opinion with regard to the 
liberation or further confinement of these men, I 
believe the country would say that the demands 
of justice have been satisfied and that justice 
has been fully vindicated. It would do much to 
remove some feeling in the minds of people in 
the Western districts that there is a spirit of 
vindictiveness shown in the prolongation of the 
confinement of these men. I wish to remove 
that feeling, and I bope the expression of opinion 
that will be given by this House will be such that 
at an early date we shall see the prison doors 
opened and these men released, and thus a 
veil, so to speak, may be dr ~ wn acnss the 
events of 1891 and 1894, and we may hear no 
more concerning those matters now or in the 
future. I trust the House generally will rise to 
the occasion, and that in a spirit of generous for­
giveness, when we have the federation proclama­
tion on thP 1st January, notice will be sent to 
these men that they are no longer prisoners con­
finerl. at St. Helena, that they are free men, and 
free citizens who may return to their families, 
where they will be warmly welcomed by their 
relations and friend.<, who are waiting with some 
anxiety the result of the motion I have the 
honour of submitting to this House. I beg to 
move the resolution standing in my name. 

HoNOUHABLE MEliiBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The HOl\lE i:3ECRETARY (Hon. J. F. G. 
]'ox ton, Ca.rnrtJ'mn): I approach this subject this 

afternoon at some slight disadvan­
[4•30 p.m.] tage, owing to the extended sittings 

of the House which we have just 
gone through ; not because, as some hun. merr1~ 
bers may think, of any personal feeling of 
exhaustion which would render me nn>tble to 
deaJ with the matter, but owing to the fact that 
I have not been able to get near my office during 
any portion of this week. I have been "gagged," 
so to speak, so far as the work of my office is 
concerned, and have had to do as much as I 
conld of it in the House. \Vhen I noticed the 
day upon which this matter was to be brought 
forward, I asked for all the papers in the cnses 
of the men referred to in the re,olution. I have 
received those papers so far as they exist in the 
Home Secretary's office proper, but I regret to 
find that some of the papers 1 was most anxious 
to get :ue in the custody of the Prisons Depart­
ment, and that was not discovered until it was 
too late for me to get them this afternoon. I 
have taken stepc; to get them, but I shall be abl<t 
to deal with the matter to the satisfaction pos­
sibly of the hon. member who ha,, in such 
feeling terms, moved the resolution, though I 
may be to some extent at sea regarding the facts 
in the cases concerning these men. Personally, 
1 have little or no knowledge of the cases, though 
possibly at the time I followed the evidence 
given in the cases in the way anyone else would 
do. I was not then Home Secret11ry, and I am 
not quite sure that I was a Minister. If I was 
in the c--:-ovArnmP.nt it wa-: as Secretarv for 
Lands, a~d~ the pre~ent Agent-General was f-:Iome 
Secretary. I had no more reason then for taking 
notice of these cases than of any other cases 
reported, and I have therefore no practical 
knowledge of them. I do not therefore pro­
pose-nor do I think it would be desirable-to 
go into the questions connected with the trials. 
But if we are to discuss them at all there are 
certain matters connected with these cases 
which I think may fairly be taken into con­
sideration in any such discussion. 'l'here is, for 
instance, the question as to whether all or any 
of these men h>tve petitioned for their release in 
the usual way. I have no evidence that they 
did, and the hon. member for Bundaberg may 
be able to inform me upon the point. 

Mr. \V. HAMILTON : I don't know that they 
have. 

Mr. Gr,ASSEY: There was a petition to mem­
bers. There was a petition to myself. 

The HOYLE SECRETARY: But have they 
petitioned the Governor in Council in the usual 
terms? 

:Mr. GLASSEY: l don'L think so. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I was under 

that impression, and it was because I was under 
that impression, and did not want to do them 
any injustice if they had done so, that I was so 
anxious to obtain the records from the Prisons 
Department for this afternoon. In that connec­
tion I venture to congratulate the hon. member 
for Bundaberg on the attitude which he has 
assumed, presumably on behalf of these men­
that is :o say, he did not propose in his speech to 
go behind the verdict of the jury. 

HoNOPRABLE MEMBEHS : Hear, hear ! 
The HOME SECRgTARY: He puts for­

ward the plea of mercy, which is the proper plea 
upon which men should approach the Executive, 
unless they are prepared to petition for a free 
pardon on the ground that they never were 
guilty at all-that they were wrongly convicted. 
I know one man going about in thi.- colony to-day 
with the bmnd upon him of having- served a con­
siJer,.ble pe1 io 1 in St. Hdentt-his full term­
and everyone who has since had an opportPnity 
of acquainting himself with the facts in the case 
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which have come to light years aft8r his libera­
tion is satisfied that the man was wrongly con­
victed. As at this distance of time his absolute 
innocence cannot be proved, though an informal 
confession was made by the man who was the 
actual delinquent, it is not, in the absence of 
actual legal proof, possible to extend to him a 
free pardon. The only thing the Government 
could do was b make provision for him in the 
Government service, and that was done. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
The HOME SECRETARY: I am glad to 

have an opportunity of following the hon. mem­
ber for Bundaberg in this particular matter, be­
cause it was only last session that the hon. mnn­
ber charged me with being the most inhumane 
m<tn in this House. I am satisfied that had the 
hem. member known me better-and I sincerely 
trust he knows me better now-he would not have 
given utterance to any such sentiment. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. JENKINSON : He was excited, perhaps. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I am wrry to 

say he was. I do not know why he said it, or on 
what grounds he was induced to do so; but let 
me tell the hon. member and the House that, 
though I have many painful dnties to perform as 
Home Secretary, I can assure hon. members that 
the most painful and trying duty I have to per­
form is rny periodical visit to St. Helena, to 
interview the men who are unfortunate enough­
and I say unfortunate enough, advisedly-to be 
incarcerated there. I am glad, therefore, to 
luwe the opportunity of referring to the remark 
which the hon. member directed to me last year. 

Mr. HIGGS : You are going to prove now, I 
hope, that you are not inhumane. 

The HOME 1::\ECRETARY: If the hon. 
member was one of those unfortunate individuals 
whom I hlve to interview under these painful 
eircumstances, he would, I think, arrive at the 
conclusion that I am not an inhumane person. 

Mr. HIGGS : I believe I would. I will concede 
that. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It must be 
borne in mind that no matter how 'ympathetic a 
man may be, or how much sorrow and regret 
such interviews may cause him, as HPme Secre­
bry he has a duty to perform to society at large, 
and to the country, and it is the performance of 
that duty which makes his relations with 
the cou vi et establishments so exceedingly p<tinful. 
I am rather sorry that it has been necessary to 
refer to any p<trticular men in connection with a 
resolution of this kind. The hon. member has 
based his re<olution upon the fact that as the 
Commonwealth of Australia is about to be pro­
claimed on the 1st of January next, and that 
that would be a fitting time to extend clemency 
to these four men. Now, I think a resolution in 
more geueral terms would have been acceptable 
to the country at large, and it would have been 
a fitting thing to extend clemency, not only to 
these men, but to any number of prisoners who 
are now undergoing sentences in our penal 
establishments who are deserving of such 
clemency. 

HoNOUHATILE lVfEMm;m;: Hear, hear! 
Mr. li'OGARTY: \Ve are quite agreeable. 
Mr. GLASSllY: This resolution will not prevent 

your libel'ating any number. 
The H0:.\1E SECRETARY: I am quite 

aware of that. As the hem. member said, this 
is purely an Executive mutter; but I am sur­
prised that no hon. member has taken exception 
to this resolution being moved in this way. I 
quite agree with the hem. member when he says 
that there is no impropriety in Parliament 
expressing an opinion on the matter. Parlia­
ment is surely representatiYe of the people, and 

ought to be able, in fitting terms, to express to 
the Executive its views with regard to the exer· 
cise of clemency with regard to any prisoner in 
our penal establishments. In fact, why should 
Parliament not, if it sees the propriety of doing 
so, do as the people do in the case of a capital 
sentence, when they frequently send in monster 
petitions for the exercise of the prerogative of 
mercy. Speaking in connection with the de­
sirability of not making an exception in favour 
of any four men-or any number of men who 
might be named-there is another phase of the 
question, and that is this: That, if we are to 
celebrate the proclamation of the Commonwealth 
in this way, it would he very desirable if it were 
done in concert with the other federating 
colonies. 

Mr. GLASSEY: The other coloni(•s have no 
strike prisoners. 

The HOME SECRETARY: That interjec­
tion brings me to another point in my argument. 
I, for one, object, with all due deference to the 
hon. mBmber, to the use of the words " strike 
prisoners." Those men are not properly desig­
nated when they are so called. Suppose, fN 
instance, there had be"n-as was nearly the case 
-a riot, the other day, at Townsville, in connec­
tion with the stringent enforcement of the plague 
regulations, and, in their exdtement, some men 
had committed acts of violence, would they have 
been called "plague prisoners"? It is a mistake 
to hold out as an excuse for, or as a palliation of, 
crimes of violence, that they were committed 
during times of excitement resulting from indns­
trial disputes. I cannot for the life of me see why, 
at a time whenthereisgreatpuhlicexcitement, any 
di"tinction should be drawn with 'reference to 
crime. It is desirable that this should be recog­
nised by those who have the conduct of strikes, 
because nothing tends to brinl'( strikes into disre­
pute more than the acts of violence which are 
sometimes committed in their name, and it is not 
elesirable that unthinking men should be led to 
belie Ye that, at times such as that, they are at 
liberty to go to greater lengths in the direction of 
interfering with the rights and privileges of their 
fellow-citizens than at any other time. That is 
a mischievous principle to inculcate. There has 
been-or was the other day-a st,rike going on-I 
do not know what has become of it-in aN orthern 
mining townohip. I know nothing in connection 
with it except what I have seen in the papers 
and fron some official telegrams that I have 
received, but l immediately ordered the nParest 
police magistrate and some police to proceed to 
the place, knowing the tendency there is, in con­
sequence of this lax f, eling in regard to acts of 
vinlence committed at such times, to commit 
such acts of violence. I am very glad to say 
that the information I have received is that 
there has been no violence, and that, so far 
as the police magistrate can foresee, there is no 
likelihood of any. I quite recognise-whether 
it be an industrial dispute or whether it be a 
political dispute-that men are liable to get 
excited and commit crime-s; but I deprecate, 
in the interests of the workers themselve>', any 
differemiation between acts of violence com­
mitted at such times and tho, e committed under 
ordinary circumstances when there is no public 
excitement through industrial disputes. I have 
said that I congratulate the hem. member upon his 
attitude in bringing forward this r<:>olution. I 
understand that my hon. colleague, the Chief 
Secretary, is not exactly at one with the hem. 
member in regard to what took place between 
them in the conversation which has been referred 
to by the hon. member ; but my colleague will 
himself deal with that matter, so that I shall not 
further refer to it. I do regret that, from my 
point of view, my hand has not been strengthened, 
and that the hand of the hon. member has not 
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been strengthened, by the receipt from any one 
of these prisoners of a petition in the ordinary 
course. 

Mr. GLASSEY: They can very soon be got. 
Mr. HIGGS: I don't know. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Whether they 

can be got? 
Mr. HIGGS: I don't think that is against this 

re~olulion. 
The HOME SECRETARY: I think it is 

very material. The attitude of anyone who 
holds the contrary view must be that these men 
ought not to have been convicted. 

::'\Ir. Bow"IAN: Not necessarily. 
The HO ::'liE SECRETARY: If those men 

were rightly convicted, they surely ought to 
petition for mercy in the usual way. The only 
justification for their not doing so must b~ a con­
tention that they have not been properly convicted 
by a jury of their fellow-countrymen, and ought 
not to be there; and that tbey say, in effect, '' \Ve 
will not petition. \Ve ought not to petition." 

Mr. \V. HAl\JILTON: I think the reason they 
have not petitioned is that Mr. Dawson moved 
in this matter some time ago, and the Premier 
referred to your department, or else to the 
Department of Justice, and I think they were 
waiting for that. They were going to petition. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I am glad to 
have that information from the hon. member. I 
should not have been drawn into that bnt for the 
interjection of the hem. member for Fortitude 
Valley. I wished to make my position clear 
with regard to the matter-that unless a man is 
prepared to say, "I am innocent, and ought not 
to be here at all," it is a proper thing for him to 
petition. As to the duration of the sentences of 
these men, the hon. member has mo.ntioned that 
Martin got fifteen yearcl. I am quite of opinion 
that, however that may be jus~ified as the 
sentence which was passed by the judge at the 
time, looking at it from this distance of time, 
and without casting the slighte>t reflection upon 
the judge, we a1 e justified in saying that that 
was a sPvere sentence. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
The HOME SECRETARY: Possibly it may 

have been demanded at the time Ly the circum­
stance•• of the case. 

Mr. KERH: I think the judge said so. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Very likely. 

'rhat is a natural thing for a judge to say, 
bec:ouse, largely, a sentence of that kind-in fact, 
it applies to all sentences-is imposed as a deter­
rent, and not fron: any spirit of revenge. I do 
not know what the duration of the sentences of 
the other men is. 

lVIr. GLASSEY : Ten years each. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Although I 

nude""tand from the Chief Secretary tbat he 
did not exoctly say what the hem. member for 
Bundaherg understood him to say in t.hdr con­
veroation at the enr1 of 18!38 or the beginning of 
1S9!J, the Premier has authorised me to say, on 
beha.lf of the Government, th><t, having regard 
to the very long sentences which everyone must 
'"hnit were passed npon these men, the Govern­
ment are <]uite prepared, at my in,ta,nce, to take 
into consideration the remission of their sen­
tencPs, provided the ordinary petitions for mercy, 
in similar terms to those mentioned by the hem. 
member in moving the resolution, are forwarded 
to me. 

HoNOUHABLE MEii!BEHS: Hear, hear! 
The HOME SECRETARY: On the procla­

mation of the Commonwealth, I think most 
people will agree that that would be a very 
prnper time at which to cause these men to be 
liberated. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Hear, hear ! 

The HOME SECRETARY: At the same 
time, I am buund to say that I do not see why 
these particnbr men should be singled out for 
that privilege, in distinction to every other man 
who received a very severe sentence, either before 
or ::;ince these men were sentenced. 

Ho;;oUHABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The HOME SECRE'rARY: While on the 

subject of long sentences, I wonldlike to refer to 
a remark which was mad o by the mover of the 
resolution, when he compared tht>sentences passed 
upon tbese men with the maximum sentences 
which are provided for in the Treason :Felony 
Act, which has just been pas,,ed in Cape Colony. 
I do not think the circumstances are at all analo­
gous. Unquestionably, treason is a more serious 
offence than arson; but let us look at the con­
dition of Cape Uolony. Even t.he most thorough 
Imperialist among us, if he looks at the matter 
dispa~sionately, must :tdmit that the Dutch 
Afrikanders can put forward excuses fer the 
attitude which they have assumed towards the 
British. There is a racial hatred and rivalry-I 
do not justify it, of course--but let us try to put 
ourselves in their places. Can we not find 
strongP.r excuses fur their excef.l.-;ive excitement, 
and their likelihood to he led into rebellion, when 
they saw an actual war going on between the two 
races in a neighb0uring State, than we can find 
for men who practically '' ent into rebellion in 
this colony against the powers that be? 

Mr. BO\nfAN : It was caused by the differences 
between employers and employees. 

The H0:\1E SECltETAltY: Yes, but what 
complaints had they against the Government? 
Had they an oppressive Government? It was, 
as has been said, an industrial dispute between 
two classes of individuals, and what excuse had 
these men for breaking out into rebellion, and 
c<>mmitting acts of violence and arson? It is 
extremely fortnnate for the colony and the people 
concerned that there was no murder committed, 
ancl I do not think it wa.o because of any great 
amount of forbearance 0n the part of scme of 
those who were in arms against the authorities 
that murder was not committed, but largely 
because of the tact sho\\'n by the authorities thcm­
selve<. However, we will not go fmther into 
that. That is all dead and gone. I am only 
refer ling to it because the hem. member contrasted 

these sentences with the sentences 
[5 p.r:1.] it is proposed to pass on those who 

may be convicted of treason-felony 
in C:;pe Colony. If we look at the matter 
dispassionately, must hon. members will agree 
with me th>tt more excu'e could be found for 
the Dutch .A;rikanders being in arms against 
their Government than for the so-called strike 
prisoners, who had had disputes with their 
employers, being in arms against the cemstituted 
authorities of Queensland. I r:o nCJt know how 
long this debate is likely to last ; possibly smne 
hon. members on the other side m•y desire to 
express thdr opinions on the subject; but I 
think I may venture to sng·gest to the hrm. 
mernoer for Bundaherg that, having regard to 
the assurancP I have given him, at the conclusion 
of the debate he should withdraw his resolution. 

Mr. GLAsSEY: Certainly, on such a promise. 
The HO :VIE SECRETARY: I have giv• n 

the promioe, and the lwn. member thoroughly 
understa,nds what it means, and I hope it will 
clear up any possible misunderstanding which 
may have been engendered in the minds of 
people outside or in this House that there is any 
political bias in connection with the incmceratiun 
of those men. 

HoNOI:HABLE JliiEli!BERS: Hear, hear! 
The CHlEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. R. 

Dickson, Bulirnba): During the course of his 
speech, the hon. member for Bundaberg made a 
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reference to me, to the effect that last year I had 
made a promise that these men should be libe­
rated. I like to be particular in matters of this 
kind. I have alway", within this House and 
elsewhere, expressed my feeling against long sen­
tences. J<'rom what I have seen, they do not 
tend to improve the individual, and instead of 
being punitive they represent a vindictive 
f9eling, which I think is not in consonance with 
a wise administration of justice. Before Sir 
Horace Tozer relinquished the position of Home 
Secretary, I frequently visited St. Helena with 
him, ancl saw these particular prisoners, and I 
know his feeling was one of deep sorrow that a 
n1an like Martin should be suffering incarceration. 
I fully share that view. From what I have seen 
of him-and I saw him two or three times 
subsequently, when Home Secretary-! believe 
him to be a man of superior attainments, though 
a misguided man, perhaps, in this connection. 
He is one of those men who will not cringe 
or beg for mercy, or sign a petition for his 
liberty before the termination of his sentence. 
He seems to be one of those stiff-backed men 
who consider they are suffering an injustice. 
I can only regret that Martin has adopted 
that p~rticular attitude, but for which his 
position might have been considered earlier 
by the Government. I know the hon. member 
for Bundaberg has deeply interested himself 
from time to time to secure the liberation of 
those I>risoners. My part in the matter is 
this. that before the last general election I 
said I should. feel it my duty, after the elec­
tion had taken place, to ask the Cabinet to 
review the whole of the circumstances of the 
case. I think the hon. member will acquit me 
of having made a promi•e to liberate them. I 
certainly could not have given that uncon­
ditional promise, because I consider that no 
member of the Government should take upon 
himself to make a promise of such an extra­
ordinary character without having first con­
sulted his colleagues. I may say that my 
sympathies have been in favour of extending 
clemency as early as possible to men who, l 
think, have been misguided, and I do not place 
these men in the ordinary category of criminals. 
\Vha.t they did was done at a time of great 
public excitement-an excitement which may 
have extended even to the bench ; and the 
sentence meted out was of such an extreme 
character that possibly it may have been given 
with the view of vindicating the law at a time 
of great. public excitement rather than gauging 
;occurately the measure of ju,tice which should 
have been meted out to the men who had so 
offended. I have heard with very great pleasure 
the intimation from my hon. colleague that an 
amnesty will be granted at a very early period 
to those men, and I only hope that Martin will 
be indueed to conform to the condition of pre­
senting a petition to the Crown. 

Mr. GLASSEY: I think that will be done. 
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am glad to 

hear it. At t.be same tlme, I know from former 
interviews with him at St. Helena that he would 
rather remain incarcerated than acknowledge be 
was in error. I have already expre"sed my 
opinion with regard to long sentences. I believe 
the effects to be bad, both morally an cl physically. 
The loss of liberty itself must he a very great 
punishment. 

Mr. Gr.ASSEY: Particularly to men leading 
such free lives as those. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: To all men the 
absence uf liberty must be a terrible infliction. 
\Ve all remember the pathetic story of Sterne's 
starling, "I can't get out." I am pleased that 
these men are to have their liberty restored to 
them at an early time, and I agree with the 

mover of the resolution that the approaching 
inauguration of the Commonwealth of Australia 
is not only a suitable time for an amnesty to 
those men, hut for a consideration of the cases of 
other offenders who have been a long time in 
prison. The tendency of our criminal adminis­
tration is to try and ameliorate the condition of 
men incarcerated, to improve them, to make 
them better fitted hereafter to discharge the 
duties of soeiallife; and I think that, with the 
exception of men who have been convicted of 
capital offences, a sentence of loos than fifteen 
years, in the majority of case~ is not only 
wise, but enables the offenrler to re-enter social 
life, and perhaps to become a good citizen 
in the future. I do not think there is any 
necessity to prolong this debate. I have merely 
riqen to explain that my sympathies have been 
in favour of giving an early consideration to 
the cases of those men, and to free myself from 
the charge that I made any promise to the 
hon. member for Bundaberg of giving these 
men their liberty before I had consulted the 
Cabinet. I should have laid myself open to mis­
representation if before the general election I 
had taken action. I promised the hon. member 
that when the election was over I would cer­
tainly endeavour to get the Cabinet to review 
the sentences. I clo not feel at liberty to say 
what was the result of those representations ; 
but I may he permitted to say that I have 
always felt that it was desirable, as early as 
practicable, that the story of that dark period of 
Queensland's history should be buried in oblivion, 
and that the men who had taken part in and 
suffered for it-the majesty of the law having 
been vindicated-should be restored to the social 
body. I therefore think the hon. member for 
Bundaberg, having received that assurance of 
the Premter given to the Home Secretary, 
might very well be content, and not press his 
motion to a division. I fully admit that when 
any abuse or wrong is committed, whether in the 
administration of justice or otherwise, Parlia­
ment has a perfect right to interfere, gtill I draw 
a strong line of demarcation between the func­
tions of the Executive and the functions of 
Parliament, and while Parliament mo,y express 
an opinion concerning matters connected with 
the various departments of the State, the 
responsibility of action must rest with the 
Executive. I should be very sorry to think that, 
as a general rule, motions should be introduced 
into Parliament dealing with confinees in Her 
Majesty's gaol for the purpose of liberating 
them under political pressure, and I believe the 
fountain of justice will be kept purer and 
more unde6led by Parliament interfering as 
little as possible with the sentences of the 
judicature. Certainly the position should not be 
assumed that the Executive of the day should be 
instructed to liberate confinees because the 
majority of members of Parliament might think 
clemency should be ext,mded to them. In 
conclusion, I have only to congratulate the hon. 
member for Bundabergon the appropriate manner 
in which he introduced this question, and to 
express a hope that when those men are shortly 
liberated they will resume their position in the 
colony and become useful members of society. 

Mr. CALLAN (Fitz?·oy): I am very glad this 
motion has been brought forward. These are 
the last to remain in gaol of the men who took 
part in the strike of 1895. They have already 
been imprisoned five years, and I agree with the 
hon. member for Bundaberg that it would be a 
gracef11l thing, on the eve of the federation of 
the colonies, to restore to these men their free­
dom. At the same time, I entirely endorse the 
opinion of the two Ministers who have spoken, 
that it is necessary that those men should peti­
tion for release before release is granted ; and I 
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trust the friends of those four unfortunate men 
-I can c.t!l them by no other name-will induce 
them to d<> s0. I do not cla"' these men with 
those who cmnrnit ordina.ry nffPnCe':i nnd~-:r ordi­
nary circurnRtances. Things are done in periods 
of great excitement which would not other­
wise be dreamed of. Even he.re, last night 
and thb morning, me m hers have done things they 
would never think of doing in the ordinary 
course of orderly debate. And, as hon. members 
are aware, the coun~.ry, four or five years back, 
W(ls in a state of intense exciteme-nt, and evt->ryM 
bndy took either one side or the other. I trust 
that the friends of the men will see their way 
of getting them to sign a petition, and that they 
will once again be established in th-o right course 
of life, and all the past will be forgotten. 

Mr. PL U~KETT (Albert) : After the very 
tactful anrl sympathetic speech of the Home 
Secretftry I have very little to say on this ques­
tion. I must congratuhte the hon. member for 
Bundaberg on the way in which he introduc•'d 
his motion. I must~ however, endorse all that 
has been said by the Home Secretary. I think 
the chftr>(PS made again8t him as to hi" in­
humanity are entirely unfounded. I remember 
a similar charge being made against Sir Horace 
Tozer, but I do not think anyone can deny now 
that Sir Horftce Tozer is as humane" mftn as ever 
liven. I do not think that clemency should be 
crmfineu altogether to these particular prisoners, 
but that the case of other£ who have not com­
mitted very serious offences might WE'll be 
reconsidered. I must say that since I have 
known the Home Secretary I have never known 
him to deliver a speech which redounded more to 
hi.s credit than the one which he has delivered 
this afternr>on. 

l\fr. :\IcDON ALD (Flindrrs): On behalf <of 
the '\V estern members on this side of the House, 
who know the whole of these men intimately, 
,wd have had a g-reat de1l to do with them in 
organising the varions bodies with which they 
have been connected, I can asfJure the me1nh~t .. :; 
of the Government who have spoken, that their 
word" will be hailed with delight in the ·western 
Jllrt of the c .lnny. The sole desire of the 
\V estern men is that the incident of 18\!5 should 
be thruot aside and the past forgotten. I can 
only assure the Government that their action 
will be thought a great deal of in the ·western 
part of Queensland. 

Mr. HIGGS (Fortitude Valley): I think the 
hon. member for BunJaberg h"s placed the case 
of the.<e men before the House in a very temper­
ate way, and has not introduc d any contentious 
matter. Although some hon. members may 
have deo,cribed the Home Secretary during the 
heat of debftte as wanting in humanity or brains, 
or any other expres~ion which has a political 
signification only, I hope the hon. gentleman 
will not take it seriously. I ftm verv glad the 
Home :Secretftry has met the hon. member for 
Bundaberg in this wcty. The hon. member has 
taken a keen interest in the case of theso men, 
and whatever may be the faults, politim,lly, of 
the hon. member, no one could for a moH1ent 
t;uggest that he is lacking in tho8e characteri.,,~ic·,, 
which go to make up a warm-hearted, sympa­
thetic man. I have taken some interest in the 
releaoe of these men. I only know personally 
l'llartin, but I was very pleased to hear from the 
Chief Secretary his te,timonv to the chara~ter 
and capacity of that man. 'When the question 
of a petition was mentioned, I interjected that 
possibly the rnen \vonld not sign it, and I 'vas 
led to SftY that because there ftre men even in 
thi~ Chamber who have been placed in a some­
wh,,t simihtr unfortunate position, and who hav~ 
felt that too much wets being asked of them when 

l\J00-4w 

it was suggested that they should sign a petition. 
I only hope that Martin and the others will avail 
themselves of the opportunity, and sign the pet!· 
tinn a< king for a remission of their oentences. I 
take the same view as the Chief Secretary. 
These men are not criminals in the sense 
that a burn thief is a criminal. Thev have 
not been actuated by any desire for ,;ersonal 
gain. They have simply become involved in a 
huge industrial dispute, they have been more 
self-sacrificing than other men, they have been 
more ardent in temperament and more ~ympa­
thetic, and they have been led to commit 
offences which in calmer times they would not 
think of committing. These big industrial dis­
putes only occur once in a generation. There is 
a depression in trade, and employers are tempted 
to rerluce wages ; the men resent it, and get 
themselves into trouble. I do not suppose we 
will ha'e similar industrial disputes for years, 
and then probably other pPople will commit 
offences, knowing nothing of what took place 
in 1895. But the ends of justice have been met 
in this case; these men have been incarcerated, 
and any example that was required to be made 
has been made. A far better feeling now prevails, 
and there is a general desire for conciliation and 
arbitration. I am very pleased that the Home 
Secretary has acted as he has done, and I 
trust the ftttitude he has assumed will be the 
attitude assumed by all members on the other 
side. I was somewhat fearful of the result, 
after what lms occurred this week. I did 
not think the Chamber was in a condition to 

consider que·,tions of mercy. For­
[5'30 p.m.] tunately, however, we seem to have 

recovered from any little differences 
which have arisen throughout the very heated 
debate on the Callide Railway Bill. I trust that 
no hettted discuesion will take place on this 
motion, and that the hon. rnemberfor BunJaberg 
will be successful in his errand of mercy. 

Mr. BROWNE (Crot1don): I wish to say only 
a very few wurds on behalf of the party sitting 
"n ti1is side of the House. I wish to express the 
great pleasure we feel at the promise which has 
been gi,·en by the Home Secretary that these 
men will be rele~sed. There are, of course, 
others of us besides the hon. member for Bunda­
berg who have endeavoured to obt,.in their 
rekase, and, if the men have been wrong, they 
hav~, at all events, expiated their wrong. I think 
the action the Government have taken will 
redound to their credit from one end of the 
colony to the other. 

Mr. JENKIKSON (Wide Bay): It is not my 
intention to detain the House at any length. Jt 
is tW<) years since I took action very much on 
the same lines as that taken by the hon. mem?er 
for Bundaberg, and, although the same mot1ve 
actuated me as has actuated the hon. member, 
yet my motion was received in chilly silence by 
members on this side. I cannot forget that, 
because I was a new member at the time, and 
the circumstance has rankled in my mind ever 
since. I did think that the gentlema.n who 
was then leading the Labour party, the hon. 
member for Bundaberg, would have supported 
the effort I made. On that occasion I pleadPd 
for mercy. I take the same cour>e this after-. 
noon, especially as the difficulties in the West 
are things of the past. Matters have assumed 
their norinal attitude, and the men have expiated 
whatever offences they cnmmittt d. I believed 
then, ftnd I believe now, that they have expiated 
their crimes, that they will in future have 
a respect for the law, and that no harm can 
possibly be done to the country by releasing 
them. On the contrary, I believe they will be 
us'··ful members of society and will be ready to 
set an example of keepin!( the peag~.. I am 
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therefore very pleased with the remarks which 
ha ~e fallen from th.e Home Secretary and the 
Chref Secretary. thrs afternoon, and I hope 
!Jefore. the year Is out they will carry out their 
mtentwns. 

HoN. D. H. DALRYMPLE (Mackay): Iu 
regard to the announcement of the Home 'secre­
t~ry, that in all probability consideration will be 
gr_:.'en to the cases of these men, and that they 
w~ll shortly be released, I am entirely in accord 
wrth what has heen said. These men have been 
)<ept in prison for two reason.~. First, because it 
IS necessary that the law should be vindicated, 
and that an. example should be made against 
offend~rs agamst. the)aw; and, secondly, bemtnse 
o.f t!1err determma!wn that. they were in the 
r!g~"' and that .so?rety was m the wrong in in­
srstrngupon pumshmgthem for the offences which 
they committed. So long as that view was held 
by the pri."mers, it is quite evident that it would 
not be safe to .allow th~m to go hack.'~' society. 
Wh~le I '.'drrn~ that m all probalnhty their 
motrves m1i;(ht m many respects have been credit­
ahle-;-th~t " to say, they belie,·ed that they were 
fil{htrog m a good cause-yet at the s~me time 
tha.t would I~al~e th.em all the mor" dangerous to 
soCiety. If rt 1s lard down as a doctrine to be 
acted u12on that. any mn,n is justifi.ed in decbring 
war ~gamst socrety and findn~g h1o own remedy 
for ~Is supposed wrongs. I thmk such n, state nf 
affarrs would be exceedingly serious as y,eJl as 
dangerous .. ~f those who believe themselves to 
have. been lllJ':r~d openly wage war on society, 
that m my oprm~n IS n. retrogre.ssive step, a.nd 
we must necessarily drJft back into barbarism. 
But the moment a man admits that certain 
restrictions upon li.berty are necessary, and 
that to break out mto open rebellion is to 
subvPrt all lawful authority then I think the 
danger oi again liberating him is lessened and 
he may with safety be given an opportunitv to 
n::ake a fresh start. The reason that it ·has 
httherto been thought necessary to withhold this 
act of clemency is that it was not sought as an act 
of clemency, and the individuals concerned were 
actu~lly defended for making war upon society. I 
admtt that the object of punishment is to deter 
per&ons fr,•m committing crime but if there is 
no probab!lily of crime being co~mitted there is 
no nece~srty for locking them up. I am quite 
s.ure no one wou~d he more pleased than myself to 
find t~at the trme has arrived when clemency 
ma.y f~rrly be shown. It i~ only in the intere,ts 
of somety that people are punished, and under 
all the cucl~mstances I think the necessity for 
further pnmshmant no longer exists. Therefore 
I shall be glad to see effect given to the prayer 
of the hem. meml>er for Bundaberg. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

Mr. GLASSEY, in reply: I think it is my 
duty to tender my sincere thanks to hon mem­
bers. on both •!des fc;r the generous and ;ympa­
thetlc manner m whwh they have received this 
motion. In view of the promise which has bee~ 
made b¥ the Home Secretary, speaking on behalf 
of the (xovernment, that these men are likely to 
be released at an early date, I beg leave to with­
draw the motion. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 
Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 

RETURN RE ASSOCIATED BANKS. 

Mr. LESINA (Clerrnont), in moving-
That there be laid upon the table of the House a 

return showing-
!. The numher of shureholOers of the Hssociated 

banks ?f. the_ colony who are foreigners in the sense of 
never llv1ng In the colony. 

2 .. 'J.1he amount of dividends paid t.o sue!:). sharr~holders 
ilurtng the last b:mkilJg year-

said; I shall refrain from s .ying all that I could 
say :n support of this motion, and I shall not 
det~m the Hou~e ll1"ll1Y minutes with my remarks. 
0 .vmg to the present financial condition of 
the colony, it has been suggccted that the 
n.ecessity may arise before long for the irnposi­
twn of some drrect system of taxation, where­
by the Government m"v be enahled to 
derive a certain amuunt "of revenue frmn 
persons \Vho secure income'' frotn the colony 
and who are non-residents in it. There ar~ 
a large numb. r of persons living outside 
Queensland who derive a livelihood from 
the colony-pers<~ns who are shareholdcro in 
financial corporations, in banking institutionH­
persons who are interested in ruining, and persons 
who possess property in Queenebnd. According­
to the statistics which I h'we casuoJly looked at, 
t?ese peroons take ont of t-lueensland something 
ltke £3,000,000 or £4,000,000 per annum. Now, 
the Government, who represent the people of 
the. colony, annually pay a hrge sum for the 
m am tenance of police and the various other 
Scrrte in<tir.utions which are already in exi,t­
e~ce. for the purpose of protecting the finan­
~Htl mte~·ests ?f th~se >;hsentees. My idea in 
mtrddncmg Llns motwn rs that 1f these absentees 
do not contribute their proper quota towards the 
expense of the go,ernment ot the colony an 
injustice is being done to the rest of t.he 'tax­
payer.s. The only absentees who pay any 
!axatwn a: all . a~e a few persons who are 
mterested m mmmg, and who pay dividend 
taxes. If we impose a small tax on all absentees 
deriving incomes from Queensiaud it will mean 
~hat hundreds of thouoands of pounds will flow 
1~1to the Treasury per annum. If the informa­
tiOn I ask for is forthcoming it will enable hem. 
m~rnbers and th~ people of the colony to deter­
mme as to the nece>,sity of imposing an abscnt,c 
t'>X for the purpose of etdding t0 our revenue. 
I do no~ see why thme ahsente s should not 
contribute equally to the taxation of the colonv 
~·ith those persons who are living in the colonY. 
All of our tradesmen, all our husines• men 
nearly all our Hnancial institutions indirectlv' 
a~d certainly tbe whole of our popnhttion co""~ 
tnbnte to the Treosnry some millions of p,;unds 
p~r annum; but the15e absentees dl) not con­
tnbute to our r"venue. Although s me hon. 
member called "Not f<~rmal'' to the motion I 
cannot m;derstand why any hon. member ~an 
obJect to tt, and I feel confident th"c [ am doin" 
a witle thing in leaving this rt,~olution in th~ 
hands of the House, because I am sure that it 
;viil meet with the approbation of hon. mernlwrs 
Irrespective of what politic"! party they belong 
t<>, <>nd. who ar; merely gu~ded by a desire to 
gather mformatwn whwh wlll ultimately prove 
useful to th~ Treasurer in estimating the pr,,LalJle 
sources of mcnme after federation is accom­
plished. In c~mc::lusion, ~ earr.1estly ask hon. 
''?embers to ""~1st m. carrymg this motion some 
tune before thts sro,;swn closes. 

The ATTOR"'EY-GENERAL (Hon. A. 
Rntl.edge, !l[arar;oa): Personally, I am never 
Ill! wrllmg to fnrmsh any information that it is in 
th" power of my departm.,nt to supply; but the 
hem. m em be~·, by the form of his motion, has 
really taken It out of my power to furnish what 
he desires. :First of all, he refers to "aesu~iated 
banks"; but there is no such institution as the 
asso~iated banks known to the Department of 
,T ustiCe. I don't know what the term '' a'sociated 
banks" means. I might be able to supply the 
ho?. '?"e•nber with son;e information wit.h regard 
tomdrVJdual banks whrch are registered under the 
C~mpanie~ Act uf 18?3; but many of the banks 
ex1st by v1rtue of thetr own statutes, am! there is 
no power to require them to furnish the names 
o~ ~heir shareholders or the amounts of the 
d1v1dends they pay to individual shareholders. 
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At 7 o'clock the House, in acco>·danec with 
Sc~'ional Ordc>', pmccccled 1oith Gave, nrncnt 
busincs;;. 

CALLIDl~ RAILWAY BILL. 
REsmrPTION or'' CmnrrTTEK 

On chtuse 21-" Power to use steam'"-being 
called, 

Several members rose simultaneom;]y, saying, 
" l\lr. Grimes," and the Ch.irman called on the 
Secretary for Railways, 

Mr. KIDSTON: I want to propose a new 
clause before this. 

:\fr. HIGGS: I want to propose a new clause. 
The CHAIRMAN: By courtesy the pre· 

ference is u,l ways given to a Minister in charge 
uf a Bill when he rises to speak. 

Mr. KIDS TON: If the Minister was going to 
1110Ve a new clanse that was alt ight, but if tbe 
Minister--

ME:IIB!i:RS on the Government side: Chair, 
chair! Order! 

Mr. H1GGS said he had a new clause to pro· 
pose to precede clause 21. 

Mr. SI'EWART (to the Secretary for Rail ways): 
Can't you give way and allow the new clause to 
be moved? 

1\fr. HIGGS : On several occasions the hon. 
gentleman had got up immediately the claw;e 
was called. 

The CHAIRMAN: I have called on the 
Secretary for Railways. 

Mr. KIDS1'0N : In a grcssly unfair way you 
called him. 

Ho:o<OGRABLE ME>IBEI!R : Hear, hear ! Order ! 
Chair! 

The CHAIRMAN : I call upon the hon. 
member to withdraw that remark-charging me 
with acting in an unfair way. 

:VIr. HIGGS: I<'or a very excellent reason, too. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Name them huth. 
J\Ir. STEWAI!T: Name us all. 
Mr. KlDSTON: A' the expreLsion was un­

parliamentary, he withdrew it. 
The SEOl:ETARY FOR RAILWAYS said 

he had given notice of three very important 
amendmenL; which he wi><hed to submit in three 
different paragraphs as an addition to clause 21. 
He would read them-

But if the railway or any part thereof i-; worked by 
me:-tns of electric power, then with respeet to such part 
thereof as is so worked by electric power the minimum 
grade the,eon shall be one f'oot in thirty leet, and the 
minimum radius of a eurve shnl1 he two and one-h~~lf 
chains. 

The company may, with the consent of the Commis­
sioner, substitute an approved sy,~tem of aerial trans­
port for the portion of the railway between the ter­
minus at Ca..llide and a point on the line of railway at 
the foot of the eastern slope of the Dawes Range. 

Provided that all locomotive engines and rolling-stock 
used or employed on the railW}1Y shall be such as thr 
Commissioner approves, and shall at all times be subject 
to the inspection of any person acting undt~r his 
authority; and if after inspection any of such engines 
or rolling-stcck cn·e found to be unsafe or ltnfit for use 
or employment on the rail way the Commissioner mHy 
br order prohibit the same from bein<;; nsea or employed 
thercon either absolutely or until such repairs or 
alterations have been effected as the Commissioner m:3-y 
prescribe; and if the eompany in any Wli.Y disobeys 
-;nch order it shall be liable to forfeit to the Com­
mi"::;ionor a sum not exceeding one hundred pounds for 
every day during which such disobedience continues, 
~uch snm to be reeovered by complaint before any two 
justices. 
A~ he had already indicated-­

Mr. KIDS TON rose to speak. 
The CHAIRMAN : The hon, member has no 

bnsiness to interrupt the Secretary for Railways 
uule::;s he rises to a point of order. 

:Yir. KIDSTOX : He rose to ask the Minister 
if he would give way until a new clause had been 
moved to precede clause 21. 

The CHAIRMAN: That iB a matter which 
rects entirely with tlw Secretary for Railways. 

The SECRETARY :FOR RAILWAYS said 
he could not give way. 

Mr. REm : Why? 
The SECRETARY JWR RAILWAYS: 

Because he wanted to gDt on with business. 
Mr. KrnsTON : Y on will be pretty sick of it 

before you are done; so will the Premier. 
Mr. 'STJ>JWART : Why not act fairly ? It is 

scandalous-shameful. 
~1r. L1{iSIN A drew attention t., tbe words 

used by the hon. member for Rockhampton 
North. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 
Mr. STJo:wART: \Vhy not act fairly? Why not 

giv~ way? 
Mr. HIGGS: A gross abuse of power! (Dis­

order.) 
The CHAIRMA:"f: I ag"in call hon. mem­

bers to order. If they pers1st in interrupting the 
Secretary for Railways and defying my authority 
I shall talce action. (Hear, hear! and disorder.) 

The SECRETARY :FOB, HAILW~\.YS: He 
could not see what--

Mr. KrnsTON: You are simply a poor tool in 
this matter. 

The PREMIEH moved that the words be 
taken down. 

The CHAIRMAN directed that the words be 
taken down accordingly. 

Mr. GIVENS : It is not the pleasure of the 
Committee that the words be taken down. 
Th~ CHAIRMAN : Is it the pleasure of the 

Committee that the words be taken down? 
HONOURABLE ME;IIBERS: Hear, hear! No, 

no! 
The CHAIRMAN: Under Standing Order 

No. 163, I ask the hon. member for Rockhamp­
tnn, Mr. Kidston, to withdraw the remark, and 
apnlogise to the Committee for having made use 
of improprr language. 

M:r. l\icDON ALD rose to a point of order. 
He didn't "ant to make a scene, but if they 
wanted it they c<•uld h?.ve it. The hon. member 
persisted for some time-amid cries of "Chair, 
chair," and disorder-in attempting to state his 
point of order, though repc·atedly ordered by the 
Chairman to resume his seat. 

The CHAIRMAN : I have asked the hon. 
member for Rockhampton, Jliir. Kidston, to 
wit.hdraw the words taken down, and apologise. 
He has not attempted to do so, and I now direct 
that the t'\pe<1ker be called in. (Continued 
disorder.) 

Mr. McDONALD rose to a point uf order. 
Surely the Chairman had some procedure to go 
on 1 

The CHATRJiiiAN: Order! 
Mr. Ll<JSI~A: Infamous! Talk about blood­

thirsty crime"' a.fte•· this ! 
Mr. McDONALD: It was a positive dis­

grace and scandal to the House. The idea of 
thinking he was going to ride roughshod over the 
Ass:"u:bly! Talk about tools! They were greater 
tools opposite than he thought to allow proceed­
ings like thiF. (Chair, chair!) When the 
Chairman po,itively refused to allow member.s 
their rights and privileges, he was worse than a 
thing, and had no right to be there. (Chair ! 
0l'der !) 

The CHAIRYIAN: Order! Will the hnn. 
member be seated? He is out of order in rising 
when I am on my feet. 

Mr. McDoNALD: You have a right to sit 
down. You were out of order all through your 
dense ignorance of the Standing Orders. You 
are merely an instrument-a creat\)re-in the 
hands of those on the other side. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Name him. 
Mr. McDoNALD: You call narn('. away, Jt 

does not trouble me, "' 
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The CHAIRMAN (amid uproar): I nnme the 
hon. member for Flinders, Mr. :\fcDonald-­

Mr. McDONALD: I think it is an honour 
under the circum,tances. It is one of the most 
diegraceful aihirs ever occurred in thP House. 

Mr. LESINA: A dccnsely, brutal, ignorant 
sweater. (Disorder.) 

The House resumed. 
The CHAIRMAN : I have to report that 

while the Secretary for Railways was addressing 
the IJommittee, the hon. member for Hockhamp­
ton, Jl.fr. Kidston, made use of certain language 
which was taken down on the paper which I now 
hand to you. 

The SPEAKER : The Chairman reports that 
during the proceedings in the Committee the hon. 
member for Rockhampton, Mr. Kidston, ts~id 
the Secretary for Hailways was " only a poor 
tool in this matter," and that the words were 
taken down. 

Mr. McDONALD: Not by order of the Com­
mittee. 

The SPEAKER : It is now my duty to call 
on the hon. member for R .. ckhampton to 
retract those worrh, which are most unparlia­
mentary, and to apologise to the House for 
having made use of them. 

Mr. KIDSTON: This is the first time I have 
been asked to retract those words as being 
unparliamentary. I was previously asked to do 
so because they were in.proper, which is not 
true. I at once retract them because they are 
nnparliamentary. 

The SPJ<JAKER: The hon. member must go 
further and apologise for having made use of 
them. 

Mr. KIDSTON: And I apologise for having 
made use <,f them. 

MEMBERS of the Opposition: Hear, hear! 
The Committee resumed. 
The SECRETARY FOR RAIL \V AYS: 

Before the disturbance took place, he was en­
deavouring to put before the Committee the 
chardcter of his proposed amendment to clause 
21. Owing to the character of the country on 
the eastern slope of Dawe,; Range, it was just 
possible that the company might find it necessary 
to use a system of aerial transport, and it was 
therefore proposed in the amendment that they 
should be allowed to use an approved system of 
aeria1 transport for the portion of the rail way be­
tween the terminus at Collide and a point of the 
railway at the foot of the eastern slope of the 
Dawes Range. Paragraph 4 of the amendment 
placed in the hands of the Minioter the control 
of all rolling-stock. 

Mr. LESIN A moved that the question be now 
put. 

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment has not 
yet been put from the chair. 

Mr. GIVENS: But the questhn that the clause 
stand part of thee Bill has been put. 

TheSECRETARYFORRAILWAYSmoved 
that the amendments he had read be added to the 
clause. 

Mr. BROWNE: Among the printed amend­
ments circulated was one by the Minister on line 
33 of the clause for the insertion of the word 
"electricity" after the word "steam," but the 
hon. gentleman, in his anxiety to get first with 
his amendment, had omitted to move that, so 
that there was no power given by the Bill to 
work the railway by electricity. 

The HO}!E SECRETARY: Yes, the clause pro­
vides th~t the company m3.y use steam "or 
othf'r tnntive power." 

Mr. BROWNE : Electricitv might be a 
motive power. There were, of course, other 
motive powers besides steam, as, forinstance, the 
motive power in the lobby at the pres13nt tiiJl\l· 

\Vith regard to giving the company power to 
use some system of aerial transport, it would be 
a grectt blessing to QuePnsland generally if there 
wets a sort of aerictl transport in the shape of a 
hnge balloon for the Miniotry, and a whirlwind 
came along and took them away. 

The HOii!E SECRETARY: \Ve C<>uld get the g<tS 
from that side. 

Mr. BH.OWNE: If the hon. gentleman would 
build a balloon they would supply the gas, as 
they had a week's supply in hand. He did not 
think they had any Act on the statute-book 
which provided for aerial transport, and that 
being so, the Minister or some expert in aerial 
business on that side should give the c .. mmittee 
some information on the subject. The amendment 
further provided that all locomotive engines and 
rollincj-stock employed on the railway should at 
all times be subject to the inspection of any 
person ac\ing under the authority of the Com­
tnissioner, but there was nothing- in it ernpowering 
the Commissioner to order an inspection of the 
aerial transport, which ought to be more rigidly 
inspected than locomotives and rolling-stock. 
'l'hen if the Commissic:>ner prohibited the use 
of any rolling-stock on the ground that it was 
um•afe or unfit for use, the company were liable 
to forfeit to the Commi-sioner a sum not 
exceeding £100 for every day during which such 
disobedience cc:>ntinued. What would the dio­
obedience of orders consist in? w .. nld it be in 
having the rolling-stock out of repair before or 
after it was inspected, or after the inspector had 
sent in his report? He thought the inspector 
for the time being should be invested with the 
powers of the Commissioner. Those amend­
ments dealing with "team, electricity, and aerial 
transport opened up a tremendous vista for 
curious iw1uiry. He bope:J that the hon. gentle­
man would explain what that aerial transport 
was, p.nd why it came under the same heading as 
locotnotive power, engine~, and rolling-stock. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS bad 
already informed the Cmumittee that some of 
the country over which the proposed line would 
pass was of such a character that it might b<• 
found nece3sary to construct a line of aerial 
transport, and lle thought hon. members under­
stood what that meant. It was a system of wire 
transport to carry the coal from the mouth of 
the pit to the foot of the eastern olope of the 
Dawes Range, and from there the coal would be 
carried by the railway. He C<•uld not say 
whether that would require to be done, but the 
provision was proposed to be in.· erted in the 
Bill in case it should be found necessary. 

Mr. HIGGS was not at all satbfied with the 
amendment, which the hon. gentleman had 
drafted, apparently after an exhaustive study 
of his (Mr. Higgo's) amendments. He mover\ in 
substitution a new clause providing for the 
following : "Carriages to be of certain de"ign ; 
regulations concerning carriages; penalty for 
using in1proper carriages; ovvner's narne to be 
registered and exhibited on carriage ; engines to 
consume their own smoke; engines to be 
approved by the Comrris,ioner for Rail­
ways." Having read the clause at length, 
he submitted that these provisions were to be 
preferred to the limited clause moved by the 
hon. gentleman. He had taken the whole of 
them from the Imperial Statutes, statutes roll­
ing over "ome 230 pages, and the hon. gentleman 
wa" simple enough to think that because he had 
put a clause into something like twenty lines he 
was going to circumvent the machinations nf 
this company. The clame which he (Mr. Higgs) 
had framed would giYe the Govern went control 
over the rolling-st<>ck, caniages, and anything 
else used upon the line, and the hon. gentleman 
knew it. Was it that the Government did not 
want any control over this syndicate~ 
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'!'he CHAIRMAN : Order ! 
1'Ir. HIGGS: Was Queensland to be go­

,·erned by syndicates instead of by parlia­
mentary government, for, if so, the sooner 
they got back to their homes and entered 
some other occupation the better? These com­
prehensive provisions were found absolutely 
necessary in England, where there were rail~ 
ways representing something like £700,000,000, 
and he thought they were alBo necessary here to 
pmtect the public against defective rolling­
stock. The"e synclimttes had no consideration 
whateYer. 

The CHAIRMAN : Order! Do I understand 
that the hon. gentleman is moving his FfOposed 
amendment in addition to the amendment moved 
by the Minister for Railways? 

Mr. HIGGS: No, in substitution thereof. 
The CHAIRMAN: I will take it as a pro­

posed amendment. 
.".1r. HIGGS: \\Tell, I beg to move this clause 

as an amendment to the proposal of the Ministter 
for Rail ways. 

The CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member 
indicate where it is to go in? 

Mr. HIGGS: He wished to add it aft~r the 
word "justice." The Premier had indicated by 
various glances at the clock that the time would 
shortly arrive when the cl(,tnre would be applied, 
and he would have to give way to some other 
hnn. 1nembers who would have a few observa~ 
tions to make. 

Mr. REID complained of the discourtesy of 
the Minister for Railway in not withdrawing 
his amendment to allow hon. memfJers to propose 
previous amendments. CourtP'Y seemed to have 
disappeared from the front Ministerial benches. 
This was one of the most <li•gmceful things he 
had ever seen in the Htmse. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That is unpar­
liamentary. 

Mr. REID: Owing to the action of the 
Minister, the business was so mixed up now that 
hon. members ~·111ld not follow it. These 
arnendmPnts should have been moved separately, 
and then they might have understood them. 
The amendment of t.he hon, member for 
Fortitnrle Valley dealt very effectively with 

the question of rolling-stock, and 
[8 tun.] was very nece8sary, especially in 

view of the report recently pre­
sented hy the Chief Mechanical Engineer, Mr. 
Nesbit. 

The PRE:YIIER moved-That the question be 
now put. 

:Ylr. HIGG8: A set of mere instruments in the 
hnnds of the syndicate. 

Mr. REin: Mr. Grimes--
The CHAIRMAN: Order! There can be no 

debate upon this motion. 
Mr. REID: I want to make a request. 
The CHAIRMAN: Will the hon. member 

take his seat? There is nn debate allowed. 
Mr. REID: Under Standing Order 13!\-­
~2uestion-That the question be now put-pnt; 

and the Committee divided :-
Ans. 33. 

Me!:<~rs. Philp, Dickson, Foxton, Rntlc\lge, :J.:t:nrray, 
O'Connell, Dalrymple, Oampboll, Stodart, Kewell, Lord, 
Bridge-.:, ::\foore, Hanran, -Bartholomew, Stephenson, 
Mackintosh, Kates, Bell, Boles, Curtis, Forrest, Lenhy, 
:Step hens, Forsyth, Story, r_r. B. Cribh, Keogh, Callan, 
Smith, G. rrhorn, Cowley, and J. Hamilton. 

Nor~s. 2;). 
::.\Ie"srs. Browne, Kitl.Rton, Dawson, IIardacre, Fi~her, 

P~yland, Jenkinson, 1-Iiggs, Stewart, Lesina, Tnrley, 
Fitz:zerald, :MeDonnell. Givens, l 1,ogarty, Plnnkett, 
W. Humilton, Diblt~y .. fack-.on, Dunsford, ::VleDonal<l. 
Bowman. Ken·, Reid, and .:\Iaxwell. 

g,,solved in the affirmative. 
The CHAr Ri\.L\N: The qn<'stion i, __ 
1\Ir. HH~G;';: Hav" I not thn right of reply? 

The CHAIUMAN : This is only an amend­
ment., and the hon. member has not a right of 
reply. 

Mr. Kms'rON: You <1llowed another hon. 
member the right of reply. 

The CHAIRMAN: Not upon an amendment. 
I declined to allow the hon. member for Nundah 
the right of reply upon his amendment. 

Mr. HIGGS: By permission of the House, I 
desire to m"ke an explanation. 

HoNOURABLE 1\lEi\!BERS: No, no ! Hear, 
hea.r! 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will be 
seated. 

Que"tion-That the words proposrtl to be 
added to the amendment (Mr. Higgs's amend­
ment) be so adderl--pnt; and the Committee 
divided:-

AYEs, 24 .. 
:Yiessrs. nawson, Kidston, Browne, Fisher, Lesina, 

VV. Hamilton, lteid, Hard acre, Bowman, l\Iax\Yell, 
Dnn~ford, Givens. Jaekmn, Fogarty, Fitzgerald, Dibley, 
Turley, Kerr, ~VIcDonnell, McDona.ld, Stewart, Higgs, 
Ryla.nd, and Jenkinson. 

1\0ES, 35. 
:\fessrs. Philp, Dickson, Rutlcdge, Foxton, Dalrymple, 

O'Connell, :Hurray, Cowley, G. Thorn, l\1oore, Bell, 
Ourtis Jt1orsyth 'r B. Cribb. Forrcst, \V. 'rhorn, Keogh, 
Plunk~tt, BOles'. :Kates, Stepheuson, l\1ackintosh, Smith, 
Bartholomew, Bridges, Hanran, Oallan, Newell. Leahy, 
,T. Hamilton, Stodart, Story, Campbell, J.ord, and 
Step hens. 

Resolved in the negative. 
Question-That the wards proposed to be 

added (Mr. lYiurray's amendment) be HO added­
put; and the Committee divirled :-

An:s, 37. 
:\fessrs. Philp, Rutledge, Pox ton, Dicln.;on, Dalrymple, 

O'Conncll, .:\-1urray, G. Thorn, Cowley, J. Ilamilt'jn, 
Hridge.::s, '1'. B. Cribb, Stephens, Oallrm, Smith, Keogb, 
J,eahy, Plnnkett, Bell, Porsyth, Boles, Curtis, Forrest, 
Kates, 2Haekintosh, Stephenson, "\V. 'rhorn, Fogarty, 
Bartholomew, Hanran, PPtrie, Stodart, Xewell, Ijord, 
::\ioore, Story, nnd Camp bell. 

XOicS. 21. 
:.\Icssrs. D:Hvson,Ifardaere, Browne, Kidston. l\Iaxwell, 

MeDonald, Bowman, Reid, Kcrr, Higg:.:~, Jaekson, 
Fis1JC1', \L Hamilton, I•1itzgerald, Givens, :McDonnell, 
Dnnsford, Jtyland, Lm~ina, Stewart, and Jcnkinson. 

Hesolved in the affirmative. 
QL1estion-That clause 21, ns amended, stand 

part of the Bill-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

AYES, 38. 
J\Ie~srs. Philp, Foxton. Dickson, Rntlcdge, O'Connell, 

Dalrymplc, lHurray, G. '!'horn, Oo"\vley, J. Hmnilton, 
:Ylacilonald-Patcr~on. Smith. Callan, Stephens, Keogh, 
1\ B. Cribb, ]i'oga.rty, Plnnkett, Jjeahy. Bell, Petrie, Boles, 
Cnrtis. lt1orrest, Fon~yth, Kates, Maekintosh, Vf. '!'horn, 
Stephenson, l~artholomcw, Hanran, Stodart, llridge.;;;, 
~cwell, Lord, .:\Ioore, Story, and Camp bell. 

Nm;s, 21. 
Me"srs. Browue, Kidston, ~Iaxwell, .Tenkinson, Reid, 

Haruacrc, 11cllonald, Bowman, Kerr, W. Hamilton, 
Fisher, Jaelnson, Dawson. Dibley, Givens, l\IcDonnell, 
Dnnsford, FitzgcraJd, Lesina, Higgs, and Stewart. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
Mr. KIDSTON : He wished to propose a new 

clause to follow clause 21. The clause just 
passed empowered the Commissioner to approve 
of the rolling-stock employed by the_c?mpany on 
the railwa.y, but there was no provisiOn for ti:e 
imposition of any penalty upon the company If 
they disregarded the Commissioner's injunctions. 

'rhe CHAIRMAN : I would remind the hon. 
member that in the amendment just carried a 
penalty of £100 is imposed. 

Mr. KIDSTO"': In the confusion that pre­
vailed when the amendment was moved, that 
had escaped his notice. Bnt he had intPnded to 
move a uew clause to follow clause 20, which 
would come in ju't as well after clanse 21. It 
w;ts provided in clanPe 20 that the Commissioner 
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migl~t s.end any p~rson to examine the rail way, 
but rt drd not provtde what should be clone if the 
company refused to give that person permission 
~o ex~mine th~ rail way. The new clause, the 
msertwn of whwh he moved, was"" follows:-
. The evi~ence of the person appointed by the Commis­

SIOner _to msp~ct the railway, as provided for in the last 
precedmg sectwn, shnll be conclusive as to the fact of 
th~ refusal of the company to permit him to inspect the 
ra.Ilway. 

He submitted that that was a reasonable amend­
ment, and one which would save a great deal of 
dispute in court as to whether the company had 
refused to allow the inspection or not. 

Mr. LE~IN.A ro"e to a point of order. Was 
~he Pre.ml8r m order in giving the Chairman 
ms~ruct;ons.? \Vhat was the Premier doing, 
whmpermg m the Chairman's ear? 

MEMBERS on the Government side: Order, 
order! 

Mr. KIDSTON : A clause of that nature 
should appeal to the Minister for Hail ways c.n 
the ground that it was likely to save trouble, and 
he hoped it would be accepted. 

The CH4-IRMAN : Before proceeding further 
~ shou)d hke to refer to what I consider an 
rmpertment rAinark addressed to the Chair by 
the hon. member for Clermont. The hnn. mem­
ber .asked i~ the Premier was in order in giving 
!Tie mstructrnns. I have no objection to inform­
~ng the hon. mem~er what the Premier was say­
mg. He was askmg me whether I dPsired any 
relief in the chair. 

Mr. HIGGS said Le had not much to say on 
that very necessary amendment. Like the 
Chairman, his mental facult.ies had been some­
what impaired hy the protraded sittings. In 
another part of the BilJ, there was a provision 
that the mere publication of an advertisement 
by the company should be taken as sufficient 
eviden::e.. He could :ve\1 im,gine that when the 
Commis~wner sent ~IS mspector to examine the 
lo?omotives and rollmg·stock of the railwdy he 
mtght be met with a refusal. It would not he 
~he firsc tinw t!Jat syndicates bad placed obstacles 
m the way of mspectors. Even in Brisbane the 
inspectors under the ]i'actories Act were n.et 
with all . kinds of obstruction, and, if that 
occurr~d m the. metropolis, what was likely to 
<1Ccur In the wild n1ountainous rPgion betwePn 
Gladstone and Callide Crec.k. No doubt the 
syndicate ;vonld place obstacles in the inspector's 
way, and rt would be a great saving of trouble 
if the mspector's report to that effect wf\s to be 
taken as evidence of the fact. He should like to 
hear what the 1\>Iini,ter for Rail ways had to say 
on the. subject.. lf the hon. gentleman would 
a_ccept It, the thmg was clone with, and no more 
tm1e would be wasted in debating it. 

The RECRETARY FOR HAILW AYS said 
that as he was desirous that no more time shonld 
be taken up in the discussion of the amenrlment, 
he wonld snnply say that he could nut accept it. 

~'fr. LBSINA: .I~ was ~ most extraordinary 
th.mg that the 1\>hmster dui not give the Cum­
mrttee a few reasons why he declineu to accent 
such a rational amendment-- • 

The PREMIER muved-That tlw question be 
n•lw put. 

[9 p.m.] 

Question-That the question be now put­
put; and the Committee divided :-

AYES, 3:1. 
,::VIessrs. Philp, Foxton, 1tntledge. Dick~on. Dalrymple, 

0 r,onnell, )furray, Cowley, G, '!'horn, Calhtn, Keogh, 
Ma~donal~d-Paterson, 1'. B. Crihb, :-ltephens. )foorr. 
li'"urrest, Kates, ~Iackinto:sh, Htephenson, Bartllolomew, 
Ne well, Uauntn, Bl'id~es, Cnrtis. Boles. ,J. Hamilton, 
I1~m·dh, Camp bell, Bell, Forsyth. Stollart, ~tory, I'etrie, and 
~ea y. 

NOES, 22. 
Messrs. Browne, Dawson, Hardacre, Fisher, Givens, 

Lesma, McDonnell, Reid, Bowman, :\1axwell, Higgs, 
\V. Hamilton, Fitzgerald, Jackson, Dibley, Kerr, 'furley, 
:J.fcDonald, Ryland, Jenkinson Dnnsforcl, and ~te\"tart. 

PAIR . 
Aye-3:Ir. Smith. No-31r. li'ogarty. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 
The CHAIRMAN: proceeding to put the 

question-- · 
Mr. LESINA : The hon. member has the right 

of reply. 
The CHAIRMAN: I hope hon. members 

understand the question. 
Mr. LESINA : Hear, hear! State it. 
Question-That the new clause stand p3rt of 

the Bill- stated. 
Mr. KIDSTON, in reply, said he was snr­

prised that the Minister had refused to accept 
such a necessary clause. 

Mr. LESINA : The gagger does not like it. He 
has disappeared amongst his syndicate friends in 
the lobby. 

Mr. KIDSTON : As soon as the Attorney­
General had given up talking to the Chairman 
he would pr' ceed. 

Mr. HARDACRE asked if the Attorney. 
General was in order in occupying the attention 
of the Chairman while a member was addressing 
the Corn m it tee? 

The HmiE SECRETARY: You are only wasting 
your friend's time. 

'rhe CHAilt:YIAN: The hnn. meml>er cannot 
object to any member speakin_g to the Chairman. 

:Mr. HARD ACRE: Yes, whrle a member was 
addressing the Chair. Two members could not 
address the Chair at the same time. 

Mr. KIDSTON : If the Committee wAre in a 
frame of mind to hear an appeal to rno.son he 
would point out the necessrty for the clause. 
Clause 20 provided that the Commissioner might 
send an inspector during or after the construction 
of the rail way to inspect it, and the inspector 
could only do that by permission of the company. 
The clause •tlso provided that the company 
should give him permission, and if they did not 
they could be taken to court and fined. He 
thou!(ht it was very unfair of the Minister 
to waik out while a final appeal was being 
made to him. It showed how utterly callon< 
the Government had become, and how utterly 
without reason they were when they refused to 
listen to reasons for ineluding a Vf>rJ' necesnry 
clau,;e. But perhaps the hon. gentleman h"d 
gone out to consult the syndicate to see if they 
would allow him to accept the clause. They 
knew quite well the influence a large syndicate 
had, and they might eaoiiy hring it to bear on 
justices of the peace in a small district. Perhap" 
some grocer in Gladstnne, '' ho gut a great deal 
of business from the company, might be sitting 
on the bench to hear the case against the com­
pany, and the company might bring several 
of their employees to prove that there had been 
no obstruction of the Commissioner's officerR. 
His new clause was designed to prevent that 
by making tile evidence of the person sent 
by the Commissioner conclusive as to the L:ct 
of the company having refused hin, permis­
sion to inspect the railway. He was plea;;ed 
to see the Chief Secretary and the Minister 
in charge of the Bill had returned to their 
places in the Chamber, and he asked those hon. 
gentlemen whether the syndicate in the lobby, 
who were controlling the Government in this 
matter, were in favour of this proposed new clause 
or not? It was evidently clear that the syndicate 
had not advised the hon. gentleman to accept the 
ne\v clause, a.nd therefore it was quite useless for 
him (ii.Jr. Kidston) to go on. 

'l'IH· CHAJR~IAN: The time allowed to the 
hem. member, nnder the Standing Orders, has 
been exhausted. 
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~r. KIJ?STON : Have you allowed me the time 
durmg whiCh you were speaking to the Attorney-
General? · 

The CHAIRY!:AN: Order! I have allowed 
the hon. member his fifteen minutes. 

(2uestion-That, the proposed new clauRe stand 
p~r~ of the Bill-put ; and the Committee 
divided:--

In divi>"ion-
Mr. COWLEY: I call the attention of the 

Cilairman t" the disorderly conduct of the 
te~lers fot· the "Ayes" [ ~'iessrs. Higg., aud 
Il1bley ]. 

Mr. HIGGS: Under what Standing Order? 
i'llr. Dmu'Y : Mr. Higgs is giving me the 

nam s, and I am checking them off. 
'\he CHAIRMAN: I expect the tellers to do 

thmr duty. 
Mr. LMSINA : Count them over again. 
i'IIr. l-IIGGS proceeded to call the names 

deliberately. 
The HOME SECRETARY : I hope the public will 

take notice of this. 
. J\Ir. HrrAm : \V e are not going to be threaLened 
In this fashion. Smne hon. tnen1bers have nn 
sympa,t,hy for the people who have been sitting 
up a!lni~rht. 

J\Ir. J. HAmL'l'ON : You were crying at 4 
o'clo .k this morning. 

Mr. HIGGS : That is not true. 
AYES, 22. 

:J.Iessrs. ~rowne, .Dawson, ltyland, 1V. Hamilton, 
T~~wman, Fisher, K1dston, .:\laxwell, Reid, Dnnsforrl, 
liJt~gera!d. Dible.\r, Kerr, 'l'urley, .:\J~Donal(l, J.I<~llonne1l, 
J.esma, St.cwart, Jaekson, lligg~. Jenkillson, and CHvens. 

No~:s, 31. 
,1;essrs. Philp, D~lrymp:e, Dickson, Rutler'lge, Foxton, 

0 ( rmncll, .f. Ha,mllton, .Jinrray, )iacdonald-Paterson 
CO\v~e,r, Bell, G. Thorn, Bole,:.;, Stephenson, Story, For rest: 
Petne, .J'Incklntosh, 2\ioore, Bartholomcw, '1'. B. Cribb, 
l.Ianran, JJord, Leahy, Bridge.s, Callan, Stodart, Sewell, 
~~tephens, Camvbell, aud rorsyth, 

PAIR. 
Aye-:J.Ir. Fogm·ty. ?\To-l\Ir. Smith. 

Resolved in the negative. 
At 9'40, 
The CHAIRMAN <'llled up•m the hem. mem­

ber. for lhlby, Th<lr. Bell, to relieve him in tlw 
chair. 

Mr. J3gLL took the chair accordingly. 

Mr. GIVENS, in moving the following new 
claus11 :-

If electricity is at any time used as the motive power 
fm the working of the railway, the company shall only 
use a system of underground wire.;;; for the cables for 
the purpmm of conveying electricity to the motors-
said he was ;:tnimated solely by a deHire to im­
prove the B1~l. It was the opinion of engineers 
that .electnct~y wou~d be lar.sely used in the 
workmg of .ra!lW<>ys m the future, and in order 
to protect hfe anu property the use of electriCJty 
~h'.'uld be made absolute!y safe by adopting a 
system of underground Wires for conveying the 
power to the motnrs. It was well-known that in 
Hnsbane there had been accidents in connection 
with the overhead wires belonging to the. 1:\ris­
btne Tramways Cumpany ; and if the syndicate 
used elecLnc !Jower on this :ail way, and adopted 
the system of oyerh~·ctd Wires, there might be 
acc1dents result_1ng 1n the death of passengers 
through the falling of the wires. He would noc 
occupy ti'!1e in speaking at length on the new 
clause, wlnch he hoped would commend itself to 
the Committee. 

Mr. l\TcDONALD rose to move an amend­
ment at the end of 1 he proposed clause. 

The; HOME SECHETAltY moved-Th:tt the 
qnestwn be now pnt. 

.Mr. BowMAN: 'I'bat's a bit of sluwp pr.tctice. 

The Hmm SECRETARY : It's time it was done. 
l\hMBERS of the Opposition : Gag ! Gag ! 
Qufstion-That the question be now put-put; 

and the Committee divided :­
AYEs, 33. 

liessrs. Philp, Itutledge, }11 oxton, Dalrymple, Boles, 
O'Connell. l\lurray, Diekson, T. B. Oribb, Kates, Story, 
.:\Iackintosh, h.nrie, Hanran, Stephenson,Newcll, :1\ioore, 
Callan, Cowley, Bartholomew, J. Hamilton, Lorcl. Leaby, 
Kcogh, Bridges, Stephens, Grimes, .1!1orsyth, l•'orrest, 
Camp bell, Stodart, .Jlacdonald-Paterson, and G. Thorn. 

NoEs, 23. 
:\Iessrs. Browne, Jackson, llardacre, Dawson, Fi~her, 

)JcDonald, Kidston. Reid, Bowman, Fitzgerald, Givens. 
-:viaxwell, "\V. Hamilton, Glassey, .Tenkinson, Duusford, 
Kerr, Turley, ~IcDonneli, IJesina, Higgs, l{.yland, and 
Stewart. 

PAIR. 
Aye-}Ir. Smith. ~o-)ir. Fogarty. 
Jtesolved in the affirrnatiYe. 
Mr. GIVEN'S, in reply, said he was astonished 

at the Home Secretary moving the cloture 
motion 0n a new clause like thie, embodying an 
important principle, as soon a• ir. had bren 
moved. He was particularly con"itlerate in not 
occupying much time in moving the motion, and 
he was astonished that the hon. gentleman should 
deprive evel'y member of the Committee but the 
mover of the right to say anything on the new 
clause ; and he was rather astonished that the 
Acting Chairman did not exercise his pri vile.ge 
of saying that the motion had not been suffi­
ciently debated, and refuse to accept the cloture 
motion. It appeared to him that members 
oppo;ite, especially the Home Secretary, had 
no regard whatever fc.r human life. Everybody 
knew that if any other sy,tem than that of 
underground wires were adopted for the purpose 
of conveying electricity to the motors in the case 
of a rail way 75 miles long, it would be a con>tant 
menace to human life. !'ossibly a large portion 
of this line would not be fenced, and then 
there wnnld be t.he risk of horses and c<tttle 
scmtching ago.inst the posts, displacinl( the 
wires, and getting injured or killed. Though 
members <'pposite might be careless of human 
life, they were zealous in safeguarding pro­
perLy, and in the sacred name of property, 
he asked them to vote for the new clause. 
The question of the conveyance of electrieity 

had exercised the minds of some of 
[10 p.m.] thP most eminent electrical Pn· 

gineers ftJr a nurnber of years with 
the result that companies using electricir y on a 
large scale, where there was a consiclerable popu­
lation, were invariably compelled to carry the 
electric wires underground. A few years ago a 
company sought to establish a system of lighting 
the town of Charters Towers by electricity, and 
at first they were gning to ador,t the owrhead 
wire system, hut the citizens of Charters Towers, 
knowing the danger that would be incurred by 
the adoption of that system where there was 
such a large por>Hlation moving about, insisted 
on having the underground sy>•tem adopkd. 
They were successful in their endeavrnm;, and 
the underground system was in operation to this 
day, and the then engimer of the company had 
admitted that that system had proved more 
effectual and more r conomical than the overhead 
system. He did not say that el< ctricity was 
nfcessarily a dangerous motive power, l1ecause 
he thought it was perfectly safe if properly 
applied under proper safeguards, and all that the 
new clause proposed was that it should he applied 
under proper safeguards, so that the lives of any 
of onr citizens should not be imperilled by its 
use. He appealed to the Minister to accPpt the 
amendment, and so show to the public that the 
Government and the company were willing to 
accept amendments in important details. He 
had moved the amendment with a distiuct :wd 
honest. desire to improve the Bill, and he held 
that if hon. nwmher• voted against it it would 
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be because tbey were callous and hard-hearted 
enough to place no value on the lives of their 
fellow-colonists in Queensland. 

Question-That the ptoposed new clause st>tnd 
part of the Bill- put ; and the Committee 
divided:-

Ans, 22. 
::\feRsrs. Dawson, Browne, Givens, Bowman, Kidston, 

Harrtacre, W. Hamilton, ::.\Iaxwell, Glassey, Dunsford 
Iteid, Fitzgerald, Kerr. 1'urley, McDonald, McDonnen: 
Stewart, Lesina, Higgs, Fisher, Jenldnson, and Jack~.,on. 

'?'-"ot-;s, 34<. 
Messrs. Philo, Dickson, l'oxton, Rutledge, O'Connell, 

Dalrvrnple, Murray, 1facclonald-Paterson, Oampbell, 
Leahy, Stodart, ~tephens, Kates, Petrie, Story, Ryland, 
Ca.~lan, T. B. <'ribb, Hanran, Lord, Fors.rt.h, 1\Iackinto3h, 
Gr1mes, Fm·rest, }foore, Keogh, Stephenson, Newell, 
Oowley, Bridges, Boles, G. Thorn, J. Hamilton, and 
Bartholomew. 

PAlR. 
Aye--Mr. Fogarty. Xo-Mr. Sn1ith. 
Resolved in the negative. 
On clause 22, as follows ,_ 
(1.) Until the traffic thereon proves unremunerative 

the company sh(!ll, at all reasonable times, for the term 
of fifty years aHer the eompletion of the railway, main­
;:;~;~nd keep the railway fit and ready for public 

Until the traffic thereon proves unremunerative the 
company- shall, unless for any just reason excused by 
the Commissioner, iu every month during such term 
run so. many trains each way throughout the letJgth of 
the rmlway with su.fficient accommodation to provide 
for the general requirements of the public traffic as the 
Corrmissioner, after making due allowance for the 
caniage by the company of its own p1·oducts and 
materials, from time t,o time prescribe'~, and if in any 
month it fails or neglects so to do sha.ll forfeit to the 
Commissioner, by way of penalty, a sum of fifty pounds, 
to l1e recovered by complaint before any two justices. 

(2.) Ever.v per:;:on, without distinction, 'vho complies 
with the regulations and by-la,vs of the companv for 
the time being in force for the rail way shall be entitled 
to use the railway at all reasonable times. 

(3.) The company shall not make or give atJY undne 
or unreasonable preference or advantage to or in 
favour of, any particular P'T'·Oll or class of per~ons, or 
any. pa,rticular description of traffic, or subject any 
partiCular person or class of persons, or any particular 
<lescription of traffie to any undue or unreasonable dis­
advantage in any respect whatsoever. The pt·ovisions 
of this subsection may be enforced hy the Supreme 
Court upon the aprhcation of any )lerson aggrieved. bv 
the issue of an injunction or othm· proce~s aecordin~ tO 
the practice of the said conrt. o 

Mr. BROW NE: The clause providP.d that the 
company shoul<l "until the traffic thereon 
proves unremunerative," at all reasonable times 
for th!" ten~ of fifty years, mai_ntain and keep 
the ra1lway fit and ready for pubhc traffic and it 
gave the Commissioner for Railways pc;wer to 
compel the company to keep trains going unle~s 
sufficient reason was shown why they should bA 
exempt from that duty. The latter provi,ion 
was a proper one, but the insertion of the words 
"until the traffic thereon prove' unremune­
rative" took the power out of the hands of the 
Commissinner. He therefore proposed that those 
w~1rd;' be omitted. In every private railway 
B1Ilm New South Wales there was a very strin­
gPnt provi_sion compelli;.g the different companie• 
to run trams at stated mtervals, and it was laid 
down that only when sufficient reason was 
shown should the Commissioner allow them to 
stop running. These Bills went as far as 
stating what were not sufficient re'tsons. 
For ins' ance, a strike would not be a sufficient 
reason for their refusing to work the line. This 
was a very short amendment ; but the principle 
of it was important. He thought any hon. mem­
ber would admit that it was too much to allow 
the company to say that the traffic was unre­
munerative, and, on that ground, stop the work­
ing of the line. 

Mr. FISHER supported the amendment. He 
die! not believe there was a single member hut 
who _believed that this matt<"r cunld be safely 
left m the han<ls of the Commissioner to deotl 

with. If by any unfortunate circumstances the 
line proved unremunerative the C'·Jmrnissioner 
wnuld not insist upon it being worked. The 
company were amply protected without thP 
words proposed to be omitted. If, on the other 
hand, they were retained, all the company would 
have to do would be to say that the traffic was 
unremunerative, and the Commissioner would be 
debarred from exercismg any of his rights and 
privileges umler the Bill. His objection to the 
clause was 1hat it gave the company the sole 
power of dealing with the railway, provided they 
could show that the traffic was not remunera­
tive; and that was a power which it vm., not 
desirable or wise to delegate to any company. 

Mr. COWLEY suggested that the hon. mem­
ber should alter his amendment so as to read, 
"Until the Commissioner certifies that the traffic 
thereon proves unremunerative." That would 
make the Commissioner the judge of whether the 
traffic was unremunerative. 

Mr. BROWNE: If the hon. member would 
look at the 2nd paragraph he would see that 
it said, "Until the tr"ffic thereon proves unre­
munerative, the company shall, unless for any 
just reason excused by the Commissioner.'' If 
tbe company proved that the traffic was unre­
munerative, that would be a just reason for thEl 
Commissioner to excuse them from working !he 
line. If the !Vlini>·,\.H, hcwerer, thoug-ht the 
form sugge.ted by the hon. member for Horbert 
the better c•ne, he was quite willing to accept it. 
All he w.mted was to see tbat the Commissioner 
had the pow(er. 

·Mr. COWLEY: He thought the object which 
tbe hon. member had in view would be attained 
by the insertion of the words he had snggested, 
but he would leave it to the legal members of 
the House. He quite agreed with the hon. 
member that the Commissioner and not the 
company should decide when the line proved to 
be 1mP munerative. If the hon. member would 
withdraw his amendment, and sulmtitute for it 
the one he had suggeste-d, he would be itapt•Y to 
SHpport it. 

Mr. l!'JSHER: It was quite possible that the 
railway would not pay for at least a number ,,f 
years. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: It may pay from the 
jump. 

Mr. FISHER: All railways paid from the 
jump, but when the jump took place it wns V.':ry 
difficult at times to determine. If the clmme 
remained as it stood, the company would have 
full control over the line-to do what they 
pleased. The amendment would leave ample 
safeguards rega1'ding the rights and privilege' of 
the company, ami at the same time give the Com­
missioner the powers that they had already dele­
gated to him in tht previom clauses of the Bill. 

The SECRETARY :~COR RAIL W A YB : 
Being desirous CJf getting on with the bnsinesR, 

he felt inclined to accept the amend­
[10"30 p.m] ment. Still, he thought it was nne 

of those things which reme0iNI 
themseh'es. The trains could not be kept rnn­
ning very long if the traffic was unr8nlunerative. 
It would simply depEmd upon how much money 
the company could lose before they were com­
pelled to stop. If they could not pay the wages 
of the men and the expenses of running the 
trains, they would have to stop. He had no 
objection to the amendment. 

Mr. HIGGS: He did not like the clause at 
all. The company were public carrier•, and one 
< f the greatest difficulties that traders had in the 
old country was the want of pnnctu:tlity on the 
part ,,f the companies. 

The Hom: SJWRE~'ARY: 'l'hat is olstruction; 
it cannot he anything E>l~P. 

Am<'ndmcnt (Mr. Bruwne's) agmed to, 
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Mr. GLASSEY: He had an amendment to 
submit. He did not move it for .the purpose of 
obstmcting- the passage of the Bill. He had not 
attempted to obstruct the Bill, and he did not 
intenrl to. He moved that before the word 
"the," on the Lt line, there 'hould be in,,erted 
the words "or until the railway is purchased by 
the Government in pursuance of this Act." 

Mr. KIDSTON thought the Minister might 
accPpt an innocent little amendment of this 
naturn, which did not mean anything, withont 
any injury to the Bill, and, if for no other 
mason, to reward the hon. member for Bundn.­
berg for his behaviour in not obstructing this 
Bill. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
He was n.fraid he could not accept the amend­
ment. 

Mr. GLASSEY: Why? 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS : 
Because the hon. member's object was to give 
the Govemment power to purchase the line at 
any tirne. 

Mr. GLASREY : That is exactly my object. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: 
\Veil, he was afraid that that would not do· 
The company were constructing this line for the 
purpose of working their mine, and they should 
have possession of it for a sufficient time to recoup 
themselves for their expenditure. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: They hrove fifty 
years. 

The HONIE SECRETARY : It may not pay for 
the first ten years. 

The SECRETARY :FOR RAILWAYS: It 
was not at. all likely tb:1t. the company would 
construct the railway unless they had some 
rlefini~e time fixed for them to have the use of it. 
He could not accept the amendment. 

:i\rr. GLASSEY: The hon. gentleman was 
perft'<Jtly correct as to the object he had in view, 
and if it was true that the company only wanted 
facilities for the haulage of the material from 
their mine to the port, what possible objection 
could there be to the purch·,se of the line by the 
Government at any time, providing, as he pro­
posed, that they were paid the cost of the line 
and plant with reaoonable interest added, on the 
certificate of the Commissioner? If such a pro­
vision had been inserted in all those Bills, it 
wou1d have done away with much of the objection 
which hon. members on his side had to them. If 
the Government bought the line they would have 
an asset for the money they expended in the pur­
chase, and the company would have the money 
for the asset they sold to the Government. lf 
that would not satisfy them, it must be because 
they wanted something more than facilities for 
getting their mineral away to the purt, and the 
Uovernment should tell the Ccnnmittee what it 
was the company really did want. 

The SECRETARY .FOR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member might consider his proposition 
an exceedingly rea,onable one, but he failed to 
see it in that light. He had said that he looked 
upon the line as part and parcel of the equip­
ment of the mine. The company lool<ed upon it 
in the same light, and unless they had control 
of the carriage of the produce of their mine to 
the port in their own way, and at the cheapest 
possible rate, it would be utterly impossible for 
them tC> carty on. The hon. member suggested 
that immediately after the construction of 
the line the Government should have the right 
to take it over; it was to be optional with 
the Government after that whether they would 

purchase the line or not. If the enterprise turned 
out a great success, the Government, under 
the hon. member's proposal, would have the 
right to buy the line ; but if on the other hand 
it turned out an absolutely unprofitable invest­
ment, would the Government buy it then? The 
hon. member must see that no company or 
individual would vut money into such an enter· 
prise on such conditions. Was the hon. mem­
ber of opinion that the construction of such a 
line from Gladstone to Callide for the purpose uf 
opening up the coalfield there would be a good 
thing for the district and for the cou.ntry? If 
he was, would he not render every asslStance to 
the company that proposed to carry out so 
desirable a work? Yet the hon. member pro­
posed a condition under which no comp,ny 
would undertake the work. If snch a condition 
was imposed the mines would remain dormant 
for the next fifty years a" they had done in the 
past. The proposal was an unreasonable one, 
and he could not accept it. 

Mr. GLASSEY admitted that in the case oh 
mine situated as that was, 70 mile• from port, 
it was necessary that the haulage of the mineral to 
the port should be made as cheap as possible ; 
but the Commissioner or the Secretary for Rail· 
ways would be just as anxious to give facilities 
for the carriage of every ton of con.l fr<Hn thab 
mine as the company itself. The Minister 
argued that if the line prored remunerative the 
Government would buy it at any time, and if it 
did not they would not touch it; but there was 
nothing in his proposal to bear out that. \Vhat 
he proposed was to leave it entirely optional with 
the Government as to when they would purchase 
the line. But, if the Government found it neces· 
sary in the interests of the country to purchase 
the line, under his proposal they would have to 
pay the reasonable cost, with iuterest added, and 
no loss could possibly accrue to the company. 
Did the Minister argue that in taking over the 
line any Government would be so unj nst as 
to give no consideration to the time during 
which the line had been unremunerative to the 
company? Hi'l experience was thJt in such 
matters the Government and l'arliament were 
not nnjust; but, on the contrary, exceedingly 
generous. He did not think a bingle member 
of the Home would be any party to taking 
over this railway, or any other, when it became 
remunerative, without recognising the loes accru­
ing to the company in previous years. If the 
company had been wiz,e, they would have them· 
se] ves inserted such a reasonable proposal as 
he submitted. \Vhen he \\"as consulted, he had 
ad vi sed the ineertion of such provisions in all 
these rail way Bills. 

Mr. KIDSTON could not understand the 
Secretary for Railways objecting totheproposn.l. 
The hon. gentleman had himself aAsured hon. 
members that the company did not want to build 
the rail way, and were only proposing to do so 
beca::.se they had no hope the Government would 
bnild it; that they expected a profitable invest­
ment in the opening up of their mine, and were 
only wanting the rail way as a means of getting 
at the mine. Now, when the hon. member for 
Bundaberg proposed to take the hon. gentleman 
and tbe company on their own professions and 
put them to the proof, it was found that the 
company did want the railway, and wanted to 
continue to make a profit out of it. It seemed 
to him that the hon. gentleman was more anxious 
to safeguard the interests of the syndicate than he 
was to safeguard the interests of the Government 
or of the country. No one asked the company 
to take the risk. So long as the comtmny cnuld 
get their coal carried at a fair rate from Calli de 
to Gladstone, it was of no consequence to them, 
as miners, whether the Government owned the 
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railways or they owned it. If the railway was a 
vaying line, it would be the interest and the duty 
of the Commissioner to continve to make it pay, 
by charging ra•·:·s which would encourage tile 
output; of c•,.,J. Th8y had instances of reduced 
rates on all our railways to encourc.ge produc­
tion. Tbe hon. member did not rm)pose to com­
pensate the rc>ilwav, or that it should become 
the property of tlw 'Government after a specified 
tenn of years, without purchase, as, for instance, 
in the case of the Glasgow tramways. The 
refusal of the Government to accept the amend­
ment ju-<tified all that h>td been mitl by the 
Oppmition, because it shower! that they were 
prepued t >give the control of the whole district 
for fifty years to a railway monopoly. 

'l'he SECRETARY :B'OR RAILWAYS: 
The hon. member was mistaken. The Govern­
ment looked upon the propo,al to con,trnct the 
railway as 11 r~,lsrm:tbl'l thing in the interests of 
the country .. 'rhere was not the slighte~t pros­
p00t of the Government building a railway t1 
Callide for the next fifty ye us, and, if they did 
not encourage those who were willing- to enter 
into this enterpriRe, the dist.rict would lie dor­
mant for want of milway communication. 'l'he 
snccess of the line would depend entirely on the 
success of the coalmine, and the Government 
were nnl; prepared to undertake snch a risk. If 
such conditions a~ the hon. member for J3unda­
b~rg wishei to impo'e were insisted upon, the ' 
comvany wonld not c~re to invest their m~ney, 
as the security would not be sufficient. 

Mr. GLASSEY was sorry that he had to ri'e 
to correct the hon. f(entleman, who persisted in 
misrepresenting what he had s>ticl. There was 
nnt.hing in his amendmrnt which propoc:ed to 
take away the secnrity the company would have 
for the capital they invested in the railway. 
'rh is propos d was that the Government shon.ld 
have the right to pnrchaRe the line at any time 
at the lnll coBt of r;nnstrnccion, with 4 per cent. 
intere~t adch'd, on giving six 1nonths' notice. 

The CHU;F SECRETARY: I beg to move 
-Thn.t the question be now put. 

Qnc-:tion put ; nnd the Committee divided:­

A n:s, 33. 
:.\TeR5l'~. Philp. Rntle.ige, Dickson, Foxton. O'Con1v..:ll, 

::\fnrray, Dalrymplt~. Cowley, Keogh, G. Thorn, T. B. Oribb, 
: .. 'VIacrlon·t.lU-Patcrson. ,J. Hamilton, Callan, Storr, )foore, 
Rarth')lonww, l~on :~t. ).Inckintosh. Grime.~, Petrio, 
JJeahy, Bi'idgPR, T,ol'(l, Hanran, Xewell, Boles, Stepllens, 
Slephmbon, Camp bell, Kates, Porsyth, andStodart. 

XOl•:s, HI, 
3:Irssrs. Browne, Turlc~r, Bowman, Tlardarre, Roid, 

Dunsrord, Given::;, 1Ltxwell, Glas-.ey. Filzgerald, Kerr, 
Jenkinson. Dawson, ltyland, \V. Han1llton, Lpsina, 
Higgs, Stmvart, and .Tackson. 

PAIR. 

Aye-J.:Ir. A:mith. Xo-Mr. Fo~arty. 
Ree,ol ved in the affirmative. 

Qnestion--'l'hat the W•>rds propoRed to be 
jnsf,rted he f~o im'lerted (~Ir. G-Jassey's arnend· 
lll•'nt)-pnt; and the Committee divided:-

AYEs, 19. 
J.Ies~rs Jadumn, Le.•dna. Bowman, nrmvne, Givr:n:-;, 

Reid. \V. Hamilton. ~Iaxwell, Dnnsford, Harrlacrc. KPrr, 
Jt nkinRon, JhtzgeraW, Glassey, lhtw:-.on, 'rnrley, llig-gs, 
Stewart, and Ryland. 

?\OES, 23. 
)fes:-'rs. Philp, Foxton. DIC-\:son, Rutlcdge. O'Connell, 

Dalrymple. :\-'lurray, Cowlcy, ).facdonalcl-Pa..tE'r:'Oll, Bole~, 
Keogh, G. Thorn, .\mYell. Bridge"', .r. Hamilton, Forrt~t. 
Grimes, ~Iaekintosh, Pctrie, Story. Bartholornew, Lord, 
:1Ioore, T. B. Crib b. Callan . .Uanran, Leahy, Stephem;;, 
~tephenson, For~ytll. Stodart, Campb1·ll. and Ka.tr-·· 

P.\TlL 

A.re-.,rr. l1,0gart.y. Xo--l\'Ir. ~mith. 
H,c"10hed in the nPgative. 

Question--That clause 22, as amen1ed, stand 
part of the Bill-put ; and the Committee 
divided:-

A nos, 33. 

J.fes;srs. l'llilp, Rutledge, Dickl'lon, Foxton, O'Connell, 
Ihlrymple, J.Iurrav, Cowley, l\Iacdonald- Patrrson. 
Boles, Ke0gh, G. Thorn, T. B. Cribb, Ca1lan, :1\:Ioore, 
Story, Pet1ie, Hartholomew, Forrest, .Jfacldntol-'h, Lord, 
J. Hamilton, c~rimes. IIanran, I.~eahy, Bridges, Newell, 
Stephens, ~tC})henson, Stodart, Forsyt.h. Campbell, and 
KatL.'l. 

Xor:s, 19. 

-:\Iessrs. Browne, Givens, Kerr, Hmdacre, Dnnsford, 
Le~ina, rrurley. Dawson, Reici.. :\fa.xwell. VV. Hamiltmt, 
Bowman, Jnckson, Glassey, Jcnkinson, Pitzgerald, lliggs, 
Ryland, and Stewnrt 

PAIR. 

Aye-~Ir. Smith. ~o-}ir. }'c;~rty. 

Hesolvcd in the affirmative. 

Mr. HIGGS moved Lhe inRE>rcinn of the fnllow­
ing new cLmse, to foll0w clause 22 :-

8nnh court may also, if it thinks fit, mnkc an order 
' irecting the payment by the company of such sum 
of money as sueh court shall det.ermme, not exceeding 
the sum of two hundred pounds for every day, after a 
day to be uamed in the injnnetion or other process. 
that the company shall fail to obey Sttch injunction; 
and snch moneys shall be pa.yablt as the court lllay 
direct, either to the party complaining, or into court to 
abide the ultimate dee1::-.ion of the court. or to the 
Crown; and payment thereof Ill:\y, without prejudice 
to any other mode of recovering the samP. be enforced 
by attac~hment or order, in the nature of a writ of 
execution. 

The great weakness of the clause juHt passed wa'l 
th:.tt there was no penalty to compel the company 
to carry out its obligations. 'l'he elause he pro­
po~ed was t>1ken from an Imperial stn.tute, and, 
if it '\Vas necess ~ry in the United Kingdom, it 
wa~ neces::;ary in the case of a colonial railway 
company. The comp·my might carry their own 
goods before they carried gGocls for anybody else, 
and thus cause delays. 

The SECRETATIY FOR RAILWAYS re­
gretted th<tt he was unable to accept the amend­
ment. 

Mr. TURLEY: It was necessary that there 
shc,uld be some penalty provided in the event of 
the con1pany treatiu~ certain individuals pre~ 
ferentially, otherwise injustice might be done. 

l\Ir. HETD said that he had an amendnwnt 
to propose in the clause. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: I 
move-'l'hat the question be now put. 

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: I n.m bound to 
say that I do not think the question lms yet been 
suiticiently debated. At the F'ttne time, I desire 
to exJJress tl:e hope that hon. member, will do 
nothing to make me regret having rnn.de that 
intimation. 

Mr. REID moved the omie,sion of the word 
" two," wiLh the view of inserting the word 
"one," in the 4th line of the clause. Thnt 
wrmld reduce the penalty to £100, ""d bring it 
into conformity with the penaltie' provided in 
other clauses in the Bill. 

tvir. HA!tDAORE asked whether the Supreme 
Court had power to impose a penalty if any order 
that it mn.de was disregarderl by the company. 

'l'he SECRETARY :B'OR HAlLWAYS was 
prepared to accept the amendment. 

Atnendment agreed to ; and new cl tU8C, a.s 
amendrd, put and passed. 

CtanKe 23-" Company not to be liable to a 
gre>ttPr extent Lhan ('~nnrnon carriers" -put and 
passed. 
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On clause 24, as follow':-
The area of land occupied by or used in connection 

with the railway shall not be taken to be rateable land 
within the meaning of the Valuation and Rating Act of 
18BO, or any Act amending or in substitution for the 
Rame. BnL this provi~ion shall not be taken to exempt 
the company from liability to pay any rates which may 
by law be or become payable in respect of any other 
freehold or mineral lands owned or occupied by it. 

Mr. HARDACRE moved the omission of the 
word "not" after "the railway shall," in the 
2nd line. That would make tl1e land held by 
the company subject to the operations of the 
Valuation and Rating Act of 1890, instead of 
being exempt, as provided in the clause. He had 
no objection to exempting the land actually 
occup'ed by the railway, but the company might 
acquire land in Gladstone and Callide, and it 
was not right that that land should be exempt 
frmn rating. 

Mr. COWLEY thought that the hon. member 
would attain his object by moving the omission 
of the words "0r used in connection with" in 
the 1st line. 

i\Ir. TURLEY: Everything comes under the 
definition of "railway" in the interpretation 
clause. 

'l'he PHEMIER: Negative the clause. 
Cl:tuse put and negatived. 
On clause 25, as follows :-
llet'ore the expiration of six months after the date of 

the pas~ing of this Act, the company shall cause to be 
made, at its own expense, a proper -plan of survey or 
all the mineral lands, the situation of which is shown 
in the schedule to this ,\et. 

Such plan of sune)· shall be submitted for the ap­
proval of the Secretary for .\lines. L"7pon the approval 
of such plan, and upon the surrender of alJ leases of 
the miner:.d lands heretofore granted to the company, 
or lleld by any per:::.on on behalf of, or in trust for the 
cm11pany, under the provisions of the .Jiinin~ Act of 
1B98, the company shall be entitled to grants from Her 
~\'lajesty of leases of ail the mineral lands so surveyed, 
11ot exceeding two thousand five hundred and sixty 
acres in area. 

By such leases the company ~hall without payment 
of any royalty or sum of mnney other than the rPnt and 
royalty re~erved thereby be the sole person entitled to 
dig for, raise, take, and acquire coal in and from the 
mineral lands so leased. 

The lenses shall be deemed to have been granted on 
tlle firbt day of .January, one thou~and nine hundred 
nnd one; shall be 8f;Verally for a term of fifty years, 
nnd with resveet to rent, royalty, labour covenants, and 
all other matters sf1al1, save as by this section is other­
wise provided, be subject to the provisions of the ::\fining 
Act of 1898. 

Provided that-
\i.) Until the completion of the railway the com­

pany shall be relieved from the obligation to 
observe any of the labour covenants contained 
in the respccti.ve leases; 

(ii.) Dnring the currency of the leases the said 
labour covenants shall be deemed to be sufli­
eiently performed if the total number of men 
prc~cribed in respeet of all the leases is em­
ployed in or upon any part of the mineral 
lands or on or about the railway. 

l\Ir. DUNSFOI-LD : There were many portions 
of the clause that r.e objected to, and some alter>t­
tions were desirable. The company might hold 
leases aggregating 2,560 acres fur fifty years, but 
there was no limit to the number of leases they 
might acquire. If they were allowed to hold a 
large number of small leases, they might mono­
polise the whole district. 

The PHEMUJR understood that the leases 
were in one block. They were taken up under 
the !\lining Act, which gave them a term of 
twenty.one years, with the right of renewal for 
another twenty-one years; so that the only conces­
~i(m that. v·:::tH being given waR anextenRion of eight 
years. The labour covenants applied both to the 
land and tbP railway. He <lid not think anyone 

would seek to compel men to work coal leases 
unless they could carry the coal to port, as they 
could not stack coal like they conld quartz. 

Mr. DUNSFORD moved the insertion after 
the 3rd paragraph of the following words :-

But all other minerals, together with the right of 
access thereto, are reserved to the Crown. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Mr. :FISHER wished to be clear as to whether 

the clause covered the question of residence 
and homestead areas on the company's leases? 

The PREMIER: They are not excepted here. 
Mr. BROWNE moved the insertion of the 

words " period fixed by the Act for " in the first 
proviso, after the words "Until the." In the 
other colonies some companies had got extensions 
of time, and it was not desirable to allow that. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS had 
no objection to the amendment, but at the same 
time he did not think it would be of any value. 
The company would not raise any coal until the 
railway was completed. 

The PREMIER: The company was com­
pelled to build 40 miles of rail way in a certain 
time, and that would show their bonn fides. If 
they failed, no one was likely to take up the 
leases, because they could not win coal until the 
line was completed. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Mr. FISHER contended that it was advis­

able that all the leases should be held in one 
block, otherwise the company could monopolise 
the coal-bearing lands of the district. 

The PREMIER: The company had alreacly 
got the leases under the Mining Act and they 
could not be altered. At the same time he 
believed they were in one block. 

Mr. MAXWELL thought it was as well to 
leave the matter in the hands of the Minister. 

On the motion of i\Ir. JENKINSON, the clause 
w&.s further amended by the addition of the 
words "or any Act amending or in substitution 
for that Act" at the end of the 4th paragmpb. 

Mr. GIVENS moved the omission of the 
2nd proviso. The reason for passing the Bill 
was to enable the company to work the mine, and 
if, after the line was built, they were exempted 
from the labour conditions, they would be getting 
the rail way under fabe pretences. 

The PREMIER : The company must employ 
one man to 10 acres, so that they must have 256 
men at work, all of whom could not possibly be 
engaged on 70 miles of railway. The probctbility 
was that about fifty ;yould be at work on the 
railway, and the remaining 200 in the mine. 

Mr. JENKINSON thought it would be better 
to a1low the proviso to remain, merely omitting 
the last six words-" or on or about the railway." 

The PREMIER : If be were the company he 
would prefer to be in the hands of the Minister, 
as the clause precluded the Minister from giving 
any exemption, so that it would be a good thing 
for the syndicatA if the amendment of the hon. 
member for Cairns was accepted. 

Mr. BBOWNE : There waR a great deai iu 
what the Premier said about the number of men 
to be employed, and, after they started the mine, 
there could be no objection to having them 
employed on any part of the lease, but be thought 
they might very well omit the words "or on or 
about the railway." 

The PREMIER : The best thing would be to 
omit the whole proviso, and then the leases 
would be held on the same terms with reg-ard to 
labour covena.nts as all other rniniitg lr•ases. 

Amendmfnt agreetl to; and clause, as anwnded, 
put and passed. 
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On clause 2G, as follows :-
1Yith the consent of the Governor in Council the 

company mn.y from time to time let the railway or any 
part thereof' or the eqniprncnt thereof, and any toll~. 
fares, rates, and Pharges authorised bv this Act. 

Durit;g the period of such letting the per8on to whom 
the same arB let shall, so far as the lt-ttin.~ extend.:;, 
hav~ the same rig-hts, powers, and privileges, an(l be 
~mb.Ject to the same dntic~. obligationR, and penalt.ies as 
the company has and is subjeet to nndcr the provisions 
of this Act. 

Mr. l<'IRHER mow;d the omission of the 
word.s "the Governor in Council," with the view 
of inserting the wol'd "Pa.rliarnent." It. was 
not adviilable thr.t thB Governor in Council 
should have power to undo what Parliament had 
done, and he was decidedly against the Governor 
in Council giving the company power to sub-let. 

The PREMIER: If they do sub-Jet, the new 
company crmnnt go outside the provisions of the 
Act. 

Qnestion--That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the cbnse-put ; and the 
Committee divided:-

AYt-'s 31. 
l\'lessrs. Philp, Rntledg-e, Poxton, Dalrymple. ~\'Iurray, 

O'Conndl, Dick:-;on, l\Incdonald-Patersori, '1'. B. Cribb, 
C'owky, Callan, Kcogh, Stephenson, Ba.rtholomew, StorY, 
l\foore. Pctrie, ~iackiniosh, Ijenhy, Bridges, Ilanr:tll .. 
CT:unpbcll: .J. l!a1nitton. Forr(·st., Stephens, :E'orsytll, 
::'\cwell, l\ates. Htodart, Lord, and Boles. 

Xo1-:s, 18. 
:\fcssr~. Browne, ·Fisher, Tnrley, Uardacre, Rylanrl, 

Jnck:wn, l{eid, :Jiaxwcll. DHnsford, Kerr, ,Tenkinson, 
Pitz.{el'ald, Givens, \r. Hamilton, :YIPDonnelL Kich;ton, 
Siewart, anti D:nv~on. 

Ayc-:t.rr. Smith. ~o-)1r. Fognrty. 
Re .. olvd in the affirmative. 

UlanRe 26 put ttnd passed. 
Clause 27 put and passed. 

Mr. Ji'ISHER moved that the followino- new 
clause b8 in,erted to follow clause 27 :- b 

Xotw.it h~tnwling anything to the contrary contninetl 
in the Companies Acts, lt-li·W to umn, or in the British 
nrnnpanie.:; Act of 1t:l')(i, or any other Act or Arts. tbe 
eompnny, as long a:-; it shall hold prolJertv or cnrrv on 
hnsilwsS in Qneenslaud, shall not h;-we poWer t.o inei·ease 
or red mm its en pi tal without the leave or sanction of 
Parliarncut l)eing lirst obtnined bv resolntion of both 
Honses. ~ 

This was a Briti~h con1pany, and it was desir­
able that there "honk[ be some connecting link 
between a company registered in Great Britain, 
as this one was, and a company registered in 
the colony. The clause could do no possible 
harm to the company, and the increase or 
<lecrease of its capital would be retained in the 
hands of Parliament. 

The PREMIER said the amendment would 
he quitfl unworkable. Companies are always 
altering their share capital, and if they had to 
"ome to Parliament every time it would occupy 
the greater pttrt of every se~sion. If the com­
pany wished to reduce ita C'tpital it must go to 
the Supreme Court. If it wishe<l to increase it, 
it must go to ita shareholders or the public. 

Mr. TURLEY: There might be no necessity 
of referring the matter to Parliament if it could 
be referred to any other re,,ponsible authority, 
such as the Commissioner or the Governor in 
Council. That was done in the Southern S~ates 
of North America. 

The ATTORJ\':BJY-GENERAL: Many of the 
railways in the Southern States of North America 
were often mere gambling speculations, and it 
might be necessary to have a regulation of that 
kind. He thought the dangers anticipated by 
hnn. 1n{',mb0rs 'vere more imaginary than reaL 
It wou:d Le an invidious distinction to draw 
lwtween .th:tt com]•any and other companie~ to 
hamper 111 any way any 1wcessary increase of 

capital. No companies were more of a gambling 
nature than mining companies, yet the existence 
of that right had been of the utmost advantage 
to them. Besides, Parliament was always there, 
and if it was found at any time that any entm·­
prise was used for swindiing the public, Parlia­
ment could always step in. 

The CHIEF SECRETARY: While it would 
be exceedingly unwise for Parli ment to inter­
fere with the financial arrangements of a private 
company, if its capitaJ were to be regulated by 
le!"islation, the corollary would be that Parlb­
ment should guarantee the fresh capital. 

Mr. :FISHER: His only object in moving 
tlw clause was to ]'reserve as much as possible 
the credit of the colony. Parliament might not, 
perhaps, be the proper authority, but he was 
quite prepared to allow the Governor in Council 
to snft'guar d the interests of the public in that 
respect. \Vith the permission of the Committ"e, 
he would amend the motion by substituting 
" Governor in Council " for '' Parlian1ent," and 
omitting the words "Ly resolution of both 
Houses of Parliament." 

Amendment amended accordingly. 
Mr. STEW ART said that in that case they 

had the investing public of Great Britain putting 
their money into railway schemes in Qm·ensland. 
Prospectuses were issuPd, and people hac] no 
means of testing the sratements made, and if they 
took up shares they did so entirely at their own 
risk, and it was possible they might be taken in. 
The object of the hon. member was a good one. 
Any British company carrying on business in 
Queensbnd, desirous of raising additional capital, 
should procure the consent of the Governor in 
Council before doing so, and to get that consent 
they would he.ve to make out a very good case. 

The CHIEJi' SECRETARY did not think 
that would be a s.1fegnard at all. The safe­
guard was in the Bill as it stood. 

Mr. MoDONNELL: The amendment would 
give on\ side investors confidence by knowing that 
with regard to that company the Government 
had taken ample prec>tutions that they could 
not be in any wa.y victitnised. 

Mr. KIDSTON m;reetl with the Chief Secre· 
tary that a,; a general principle it was unwise for 
Parliament to shackle tmde, especi:<.lly with 
regcwd to such financial operations as "ere 
contemplated in the amendment. But the hon. 
gentleman must recognise that they were 
initiating a new systern of trading companies iu 
Queensland, which, in the experience of other 
countries, had often developed into a most nn· 
healthy form of speculation. If the hon. gentle­
man would sugg·est any other important authority 
which could saf .. guard the investing public, and 
check the tendency of such corporations .to over 
speculation, the hon. member for Gym pie would, 
no doubt, be glad to adopt it. 

Proposed new clause put; and the Committee 
divided:-

AYEs, 14. 
3--!essrs. Browne, 11cDonnell, Fisher. Bowman, Kid~ton. 

\-V. Hamilton, Givens, Dnnsford, Fitzgeruld, Dib\ey, 
Stewart, Higgs, Ryland, and Jenkinson. 

NOES, 31. 

l\Iessrs. Philp, Rutleclge. Dickson, Daw~on, O'ConneJI. 
I~oxton. :\Iurray. Dalrymple, Cowley, Stephen~on. Brtdget~. 
Macdomtld-Puterson, 1'\ewell, Boles, Keogh, J.fnckiutosh, 
:Moore, Petrie, Bartholomew, Leahy, T. B. Cribb. Callan, 
IIanran. J. Hamilton, L.ord, Stodart, Campbell, I~or.:.yth, 
Forrest, Step hens, and Story. 

PAIR. 

Aye-:.\Ir. Fogurty. C\fo-:.\Ir. Smith. 
Resolved in the negative. 
On clause 28-" Power to n.wrtgn.ge"--
Mr. 1''1SI!ER: At the second reading he took 

strong PXC<'[>tion to the company being able to 
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1nnrt;a,~e their intere::-;t innnet1iate1y the con~ 
ces:·lion was granted; and, as his opinion was that 
for the ti'"t three ye»rB the company should net 
be empowered to mortgage at all, he mm·ed 
that the followinij words be added at the end of 
the clause:--" No mortgage shall be given until 
three years afLer the par,sing of this Aco,'' 

'rhe PREMIER: He did not think it wise to 
accept the amendment. Most of those com­
panies borrowed money on debentures, and that 
parLicuhtr c<rmpany might prefer to b,,rrow 
money on debentnres at a low mte of interest, 
and the cheaper t bey could get their money the 
hetter chance there w .>s of making the line pay. 
\Vhy should they not do so ? 8o long as the 
money c&rne to Gladstone to build the railway 
what need they c:tre where they got the money 
from ? Some of the wealthiest co•npanies in 
Queensland had debenture capital. \Vhyprevent 
that part.icular comp:wy from doing so for three 
years if they wished to do so. He hoped the hon. 
member would withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. KIDSTON said the danger the Opposi­
tion had all along pointed out was leiit men who 
h<td no money to build the railway, having got the 
c•mcession, should immedbtely take it to the 
Stock Exchange, and turn it into money. 
Am~ndment negatived, and clause put and 

pctRseo. 
On clause 29-" Company carrying on public 

~ervice "-
:\Ir. HIGGS said he wished to substitute a 

small paragraph for the 1st paragraph of 
daw;e 29. 

The CHATRMAN: Is that the long amend­
ment occupying page" 4, 5, 6, ond 7 of the hon. 
111ernber's printed arntndments? 

Mr. HIGG~: Yes. 
The CHAIRMAN : Then, on behalf of the 

Gnnmittee, I offer the opinion ttat it may be 
taken as read. 

Mr. HIGGS said he thought it advisable that 
he should r~ad the amendment. The hon. mem­
ber proceeded to do so with grntt deliberation. 
·when about half-way through--

The CHIEF 8ECR1~TARY moved--Th,,t the 
question be now put. 

The CHAIRMAN : I am of opinion that the 
object of the hon. member, since he rose to his 
feet on this clause, is suggestive of ob,truction 
pure and simple. The printed amendment which 
he is reading to the Committee is a parorly on the 
privilege of hon. members to move amendments. 
Hecngnising that, and having regnrd to th" 
nature of the clau.-.e it"elf, I accept the motion of 
the Chief Secretary, and shall therefore put the 
question. 

Question-That the question be now put­
put; and the Committee divided:-

AYEs, 32. 
)less.rs. Philp, Rutledge. Dickson, Fox ton, O'Connell, 

l\lnrray, Dalrymplc, G. Thorn, Cowley, }foorc, Keo~h, 
Mamtonald-Paterson, Stepben'·Ol1, Ba.1·tholomew-, Pctrie, 
Bridges, l\Iackintosh, Story, Lortl, J_.~eahy, Fnrrcst, Stodart, 
~cwell, Stcphens, J. Hamilton. Camp bell, 13olcs, Urnncs, 
Katcs, Callan, 1'. B. Cribb, and l"'onsyth. 

No>:s, 11. 
::nessrs. Brownc, Kid:;:;ton, Dawson, Tlihky, 1\IcDouncll, 

Bowm~m. Stewart, ·vv-. Hamilton, G-ivcns, Ryland, and 
Higgs. 

PAIR. 

Aye-l.fr. Smith. "So-3-'lr. Fogarty. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 
Qtiestion-Th ... t clause- 29 stand part of the 

Bill-put and pasq ·d. 
On clause 30-" Government may purchase 

the railway"-
~1r. KIDSTON m"ved the insertion ,,fter the 

word "may," in the 1st, iine, of the words 
" with the c,ln~~ent of :-?arliarnent." 

Amendment agreed to. 

lHr. KIOSTON moved the nmi.,,,inu of n,ll the 
word8 in paragraph 1, after the word "do~crip­
tion, '' with the vif:\V of irmr-rting the wol'dK 
"subject to the approval of ParliameHt previ­
ouslv obtamed." 

AliJendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, put. 
Mr. lHBLEY moved the omi,·-"ion of clath•e 

30, and the insertion of the following clause in 
lieu thereof :-

At the expiration of the term of tifty years after the 
completion of the rttilway, the rai!wny shall, without 
payment of any pnrcha~c money, co:ur nsation, or othet• 
sum whatsoever, become the ab~olnte property of the 
Government, and shall Vl ~t in the Commi~sioner as 
fully and effectually to all intents and purpcse,-:; as if Uw 
same had been transferred and conveyed to him by the 
company, but, neverthelf>·s the Commissioner may. if he 
thinkR fit, demand a transfer or convr.:lyance thereof, 
a~"!d the company shnll thereupon execute the same 
free of expense to the GovermnE:ut. 
That was a common-sense amendment, and hon. 
members would have very little trouble in under­
standing it. He b,·d particularly in his mind'H 
eye the Pyrmont Bl'idte Company, in Sydney, 
which had permission to charge a toll for twenty­
five ye"rs. At the end of that time the bridge, 
according to the original a?reement, became the 
property of the Government without purchase, 
and the colony did very well out of it. It was 
unfortunate that the clause came in at the end 

of the day. It was certainly worth 
[3 a. m.] a day's discussion. If the company 

could not make a fortune in fifty 
years then they should not build the line at all. 
He belie,·ed the amendment would be in the 
true interests of the colony. 

The PREiYII.li:R: The case quoted was not one 
in point. Sydney was a large and )JOpulous place 
at the time Pyrmont .Bridge was built, and at 
the end of the term the bridge was worn out. 
No land concession Wfts given as compared with 
those given in America. Of cour e, the prcp<Jsal 
could not be entertained for a moment. 

Mr. BROWNE: If the amendment had come 
on e;trlier it would not be dispnsed of in snch a 
light and eiry way. Considering thc·y "ere giving 
twice the time to the company to the time g-iven to 
any railway company in Great Britain, the com­
pany had a ve.ry g-ood thing nn hand; fifty years 
in a colony like Queensland meant a g-reat deal. 
Suppo>e fifty years ago a company had been 
given the right to bnild a line to Toowoomba, 
what a splendid position they would be in to­
day. \Vould the colony have pro.-pered like it 
had under such circumstances? If the company 
had not made enough in fifty years and got 
their capital back with interest, was the invest­
ment one that any business man would go into. 
He should support the amendment. 

HoN. D. H. DALRY;\1PLE: Any proposal 
coming from the hon. member for W oolloonga bba 
was entir.led t<l be received with respect. His 
\Vas a bond fide suggestifm, but while it was 
desirablb to get the best bargain possH,le for the 
colony, yet it was undesirable to impose impos­
sible conditions. The company would not get 
their eo pi tal back if at the < nd of fifty years all 
th: t they bad inve,ted wa, confiscated. 'rhe 
Pyrmonc Bridge case was not on all-fours. The 
population was alr·eady there, and the 1 e:"'tiv e 
amount invest,·d was very small. In all proba­
bility the adoption of ><ncb amendment would 
absolutely ;Jrevent the railway being built. 

Jlilr. RYLAND: The principle of the amend­
ment was one which was in force in a g-reat many 
cases. Private owners leased their land for 
terms of yrars, the buildings to afterwards 
become the prnperty of the landowners. The 
chief bnildi.:g,; in New York were built on leased 
land, and reverted to the owners of tile land on 
the termination of the lense. He saw no objec­
tion whatever to the State extending the same 
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business principles to the construction of rail­
ways hy priv11te enterprise. It was undoubtedly 
a good 11nd sound principle. 

Mr. KEOG H : He had before stated that he 
would support the syndicate railways on the 
under,tanding that the Governmc,nt had power 
to take them over on payment of compensation. 
Fifty years wets too long a period for which to 
grant the company a lease, and he intended to 
support the amendment. 

Question-That the clause, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

:'\Ics::-rs. rhi!Jl, Dick~on, Dalrymplc, l<'oxton, ::\fmTn~·, 
ltntledg-e, 11'orsyth, Bole:J. T. ll. Cribb, Stepllens, Stodart, 
Bridge~. Forrest, Hanrau, Lcahy, Lord, Petrie, Story, 
~laeklnto.sh, Bartholomcw. Stephenson, l\'Ioorc, Cowley, 
l\Iacdouald-Patcr.son, J. Hamilton, Newell, Callan, and 
Kates. 

Xrn:s, 17. 
3Tessrs. Browne, Kidston, ltyland, :\IeDonald, Stewart,, 

:Fisher, 'l'urley, Bowman, Diblcy, J-Iigg", ,¥. HHmilton, 
l\·iaxwell, Givens, Fitzgerald, Kcogh, ]!cDonncll, and 
Dawson. 

PAIR. 

Ayc-J.fr . .Smith. Ko-Mr. lllogarty. 
Re'olved in the affirmative. 
Clauses 31 and 32 put and pas,ed. 
Schedule put and passed. 
On the preamble, 
HoN. 'l'.l\IACDONALD-PATERSONmoved 

the omission, on the 4t.h line, of the word 
"Gladstone," with the view of in;;erting the 
words, " Port Curt.is." 

Amendment agreed to. 
HoN. 'I'. MACDONALD-PATERSONmoved 

a similar amendment on the 8th line. 
Mr. BROWNE: The short title had been 

an. ended to read "G.lad;;tone and Callide Rail 
way Bill," and now they were omitting Gladstone 
altogether. 

The HOME SECRETARY thought that a 
mistake had beE·n made in making the arrwnd­
mont. One mistCLke had been m~de, and it 
would be as well to leave "Gladstone" in on 
line 8. There W<'IS a land agent's district of 
Gladstone. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL supported the 
view of the Home Secretary. It was the land 
agent's "diotrict of Gladstone" that was 
referred to. 

Amendment agreed to ; and preamble, as 
amended, put; and the Committee divided:-

An", 30. 
l\Ir,~srs. Philp, Rntledge, Foxton, Dickson, )furray, 

Dalryrnple. For~yth, Boles, Kates, T. B. Cribb, Ncwell, 
Stcphcn1:;, Stodart, IJol'(l, _Fon·est, J. Hamilt.on, Bridge~. 
Hanran, Ijea,hy, Stcphenson, Petrie-, Keogh, Mackintosh, 
Bartholornmv, St.ory, Catlan, ::\1om·e, Maedonald-Paterson, 
Cowlcy, aud Carnpbell. 

XoEs, 18. 
1-Iessr::;. Rro\vuc, Kidston, Stewart, Dawson, McDonald, 

Gh·ens, Dunsford. Reid, ~lisher, Ken, ::\o:Iaxwell. ltyland. 
Fitzgerald, IV. Hamilton, I-Iiggs, Lesina, Turley, and 
Bowman. 

PAIR. 

Aye-~11-. Smith. :Xo-}Ir. l'ogarty. 
Resolved in the afiinnative. 
The :::JEO!mT~\.RY :FOlt RAlLWAYS 

moved thttt the Chairman leave the chair and 
report the Bill with amendments. 

Question put; and the Committee divided:-

An:s, 30. 
3Iessrs. Phi1p, 1!--,oxton, Rutledge, Dickson, Dalrymple, 

Jiurray, Forsyt.h, Holes, Newel!, Kates, T. B. Cribb, 
Stepbens, Campbell, Stodart, l;ord, l!,orrest, Bridges, 
Uanran, Jjcahy, Stephen~on, Petrie, Keogh, }lackintosh, 
Bartholomew, Story, Callan, :\Ioore, J. Hamilton, Cowley, 
aucl :llaccloualcl-ratersou. 

XoE;:.;, 19. 
"J:Ics~rs. Brownc, Daw::::.on, Hardacre, Kifbton, Km'J', 

McDonald, l~yland, Dunsford, MeDonnell, ~Haxwcll, 
-Pitzgerald, Stewart, Givens, IV". Hamilton, IIigg.'::i, 
Lesina, Bowman, Reid, and Fisher. 

PAIR. 

Aye-Jfr. Smith. :Xo-Jfr. 1!--,ogarty. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 
The House resumed. The Ac'l'ING CHAI!UlAN 

reported the Bill with amendment8. 
The S.ECRE'I'ARY :B'Olt RATLWAYS 

moved that the consider!ition of the Bill otand 
an Order of the Day for 'I'uesda.y next. 

Mr .. FI:::JHER took that opportunit,y of intimat­
ing that he intended to move, on clause 10, to 
omit the word.< "deedR of grant in fee oi•11plo" 
with a view of insPrting the word '' lealle." 

Question put and pa"sed. 

ADJOURNMI<~N'I'. 

The PREMIER: I move that this House du 
now adjourn. The bnsiur~a on Tut•sday, aftPr 
the report stagA of the Callide Railway Bill, 
would be the J;'ederal Elections Bill. 

Question put and passed. 
The Hou.~e adjourned at 10 minutes to 4 a. m. 

on Saturday. 




